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GREAT OFFERS!

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

With more than 33 lakh
voters in the national Capital
receiving SIR notices about
various discrepancies, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
observed that some notices
appeared to have been
mechanically issued. A Bench
of Chief Justice Surya Kant
and justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana told the poll
panel to examine whether
filters are needed before
issuing notices. The Bench
also said the basis for iden-
tifying a “logical discrepan-
cy” required clarification.

“The notices are going to
people almost mechanically.
Just look whether some addi-
tional safeguards are
needed. The basis for identi-
fying logical discrepancy also
needs clarification,” the
Bench told senior advocate
DS Naidu, appearing for the
Election Commission of India

(ECI). The Bench also sought
details regarding the man-
power deployed for the ver-

ification exercise.
The SC was hearing a peti-

tion by Anjali Bhardwaj and

Amrita Johri, alleging that the
ECI and the Delhi Chief
Electoral Officer failed to

adequately disclose the
names of voters issued
notices and the specific
reasons for issuing them.
The petitioners have sought
a searchable, consolidated
list identifying all electors
who received notices, along
with the precise reason for
each notice. They have also
sought disclosure of the cri-
teria, algorithmic parameters
and operational guidelines
used to identify “logical dis-
crepancies.”

During the hearing, advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for the petitioners,
submitted that the process
was “shocking” as over 33
lakh voters received notices
on flimsy reasons. Bhushan
submitted that the notices
were creating practical diffi-
culties for voters because
they required them to
produce any of the 12 pre-
scribed documents to
address discrepancies.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Patna

Two men identified as the
principal accused in the
September 19 assault of two
minors in Bihar were arrest-
ed on Tuesday after a police
encounter in which both
were injured, officials said. 

One of the accused, iden-
tified as Nandan Yadav,
was shot in the leg. Another
accused, Hareram Yadav
fractured his knee while
running from a raid party,
Deputy Inspector General
of Police (DIGP), Munger
Range, Rakesh Kumar said.
Both are adults  from
Pratappur village and work
as tractor drivers.

The three minors
detained on Monday will
be produced before the
Juvenile Justice Board.
Kumar said Hareram
Yadav,  whose face is
wrapped in a scarf in the

circulating clip, led the
group on camera. Nandan
Yadav is the man in a red
towel seen holding the girl.
In total, the police now
have five people in custody. 

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday declared
that India will uproot the drug
trade by 31 December 2029,
framing narcotics as the most
serious threat facing the
country and the world.
Speaking at the 3rd National
Conference of Anti-Narcotics
Task Force heads in New Delhi,
Shah said the time had come
to deliver a decisive blow
through collective effort.

Under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership, he
noted, the Government has
taken one determined step
after another over the past five
years toward the difficult goal
of a drug-free India. That cam-
paign must now intensify.
Shah pointed to recent suc-
cesses against other long-
standing challenges: terror-
ism in Kashmir, insurgency in
the Northeast, and Naxalism. 

RAHUL DATTA 
n New Delhi

Discerning customers can
now buy toiletries with labels
carrying distinct symbols for
vegetarian or non-vegetarian
ingredients, following a
Union Government order. 
A green dot marks vegetari-
an while a red or brown dot
indicates a non-vegetarian
product.

The new labelling rules
came after the Union
Government amended the
Legal Metrology (Packaged
Commodities) Rules, 2011 via
a notification issued on
September 21, Monday.

Under the amended rules,
products of vegetarian origin
will have to carry a green dot,

while products of non-vege-
tarian origin will have to
carry a red or brown dot.
Moreover, the symbol must
be displayed at the top of the
package’s main display panel,
making it easier for con-
sumers to identify the nature
of the product. The notifica-
tion specifically covers soap,
shampoo, toothpaste, other
cosmetics and toiletries.

The green dot indicates
that the item is made entire-
ly from plants or plant-
derived components. The red
or brown dot means the item
contains ingredients, addi-
tives, or components sourced
from animals (such as certain
fats, oils, or extracts).

The symbols are similar to
those already used on food

products. A green symbol
indicates that a product is
vegetarian, while a separate
symbol indicates that the
product contains ingredients
derived from animal sources.

The move is aims to give
consumers clearer informa-
tion about the origin of ingre-
dients used in personal care
products. This could be par-
ticularly relevant for people
who follow specific dietary,
ethical or religious practices.

Several everyday personal
care products can contain
animal-derived ingredients
or derivatives. 

These may include glyc-
erin, tallow, collagen and
keratin, depending on how
they are sourced and
processed. Some of these

ingredients can also be made
from plant or synthetic
sources.

The requirement could
also mean changes for man-
ufacturers, importers and
personal  care brands.
Companies will need to
review their formulations
and supply chains to estab-
lish the source of ingredients
used in their products before
updating packaging.

This could involve check-
ing not just major ingredients
but also smaller additives,
oils, excipients and other
components used in formu-
lations. Companies that do
not fol low the Legal
Metrology packaging rules
may face penalties and
action from authorities.

SC flags bulk SIR notices in Capital
While the petitioners allege inadequate disclosures, the ECI maintains that notices carry reasons 

Check the dot: Toiletries must now reveal origin of ingredients 

Representative image iSTOCK

Soap and other sanitary products on sale at a local market stand in Jodhpur iSTOCK

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A “conscientious objector”
should not be punished for
refusing to sing Vande
Mataram, the Supreme Court
told the Union Government
on Tuesday while asking it to
keep in mind a 1986 judg-
ment protecting children
who said no to singing the
national anthem on grounds
of conscience.

The Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant was hearing a petition
by Carnatic vocalist TM
Krishna challenging the law
mandating singing of all six
stanzas of Vande Mataram,
arguing that the last four
verses violate the secular
character of the nation.

Seeking the Union

Government’s response on
the plea, the Bench, also
comprising Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana, said it
would expect the principle
laid down by the its 1986
judgment in the Bijoe
Emmanuel vs State of Kerala
to govern the amended law.
In that case, the court pro-
tected schoolchildren who
respectfully declined to sing
the national anthem on
grounds of conscience.

“... We are not inclined to
issue notice. But we would
expect that the law of the
land, as declared by this
court in Bijoe Emmanuel,
will govern the (amended)
Act,” Justice Bagchi observed
orally while addressing
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta. 

SC sets rights test
for Vande Mataram

A petition by Carnatic vocalist TM Krishna challenges the
law mandating singing of all six stanzas of Vande Mataram,
arguing that the last four verses violate the secular
character of the nation WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Jamui minors’ assault: Five nabbed

Security personnel carry an accused allegedly involved in
the harassment of minors by the roadside, after he was
shot in leg during a police encounter in Jamui, Bihar PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Terming it a “broad daylight
dacoity” against patients, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
expressed shock over the
overpricing of essential
cancer medicines, noting that
one drug carried an MRP of Rs
27,000 despite being sup-
plied to retailers for `2,700.

“It is very surprising that
the authorities who are sup-
posed to take action on this
are silent,” a bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta said.

The observations came
when the apex court was
hearing two petitions which
raised drug-related issues,
including that of ensuring
strict price control over med-
icines. The court termed it
“absolutely shocking” that
the printed MRP of an essen-
tial cancer drug was `27,000
when the price to retailer
(PTR) was `2,700.

SC SHOCKED BY
10x CANCER
DRUG PRICES

Representative image iSTOCK
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Shafali Verma poses for photographs with gold medal after winning the women’s final
T20I cricket match between India and Sri Lanka in the ongoing Asian Games 2026, in
Nagoya, Japan on Tuesday. The Indian women's cricket team asserted its dominance at
the Asian Games by clinching a second successive gold medal on Wednesday PTI

Home Minister Amit Shah
felicitating the best-
performing Anti-Narcotics
Task Force in New Delhi PTI

MEA CONDEMNS
AFGHAN BOMBING
India has strongly condemned
recent Pakistani airstrikes in
Afghanistan’s Kunar and Paktika
provinces, calling the cross-border
aggression a threat to regional
peace and security. External
Affairs Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal expressed deep
concern over civilian casualties
during a media briefing on
Tuesday, offering condolences to
the families of those killed and
wishing a speedy recovery to the
injured. Reaffirming New Delhi’s
steadfast support for
Afghanistan’s sovereignty,
independence, and territorial
integrity, India criticized
Islamabad’s military actions. The
airstrikes, executed on Monday,
mark a sharp escalation in
tensions between Pakistan and
the Afghan Taliban Government. 

WILL USE TARIFFS TO
STOP WARS: TRUMP
US President Donald Trump
announced on Tuesday that he will
leverage sweeping new tariff
authorities under a recently signed
law to halt the ongoing war
between Russia and Ukraine.
Speaking at the 81st session of the
UN General Assembly, Trump
emphasised the urgent need to end
the conflict, which he noted
continues to claim tens of
thousands of lives monthly. Last
Friday, Trump signed the Lindsey O
Graham Sanctioning Russia and
Iran Act of 2026. The legislation
empowers the US President to slap
tariffs of up to 100 per cent on the
top five crude oil and gas importers
from Moscow — including major
economies like China and India —
arguing that energy trade directly
finances the Russian war effort.
The comprehensive law also
targets Russia’s leadership, energy
sector, defense collaborators, and
shadow fleet, while carving out
specific exemptions for US
purchases of Russian uranium for
nuclear reactors and joint space
cooperation.
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RAJESH KUMAR 
n New Delhi

Three men, including one
who was injured in a police
encounter, accused of raping
a minor near Kalkaji Mandir in
southeast Delhi were arrest-
ed on Tuesday, officials said.
The assailants — an advocate
and his brother, a final-year
BSc mathematics student -
posed as policemen and sex-
ually assaulted the minor.
The incident is the fourth
alleged sexual assault of a
minor reported in Delhi
within the last 10 days.

“A PCR call was received at
8.45 pm on Monday regarding
minor from Faridabad who
had come here with her
friend. They first went to the
temple to offer prayers and
then to the Astha Kunj Park,
towards a somewhat seclud-
ed area,” Joint Commissioner
of Police (Southern Range)
Vijay Kumar said. According to
police, the minor and their
friend visited the temple at
7.00 pm on Monday and later
went to a park nearby. 

The three accused— Asif,
Hemant and his brother
Manish — approached them
in Aastha Kunj Park, posing as
a policeman and took the
minor to a secluded spot
away at gunpoint. They later
took turns to rape the minor.

Hemant, the lawyer and his
brother, Mukesh were arrest-
ed from their house and are
being questioned. They are
natives of Faridabad and
reside in Sri Niwaspuri in
Delhi. The third accused, Asif
allegedly fired three rounds at
a police team led by Inspector
Rajender Dagar when it tried
to intercept him near the DM
Office Road in Amar Colony in
the early hours of Tuesday,
the officials said. He was
injured in retaliatory police
firing. He was later shifted to
the AIIMS Trauma Centre for
treatment. 

Police personnel standing at a sealed area between Kalkaji
Mandir and ISKCON Temple where a minor was allegedly
sexually assaulted in New Delhi PTI

Capital shocker: Fourth minor
sexually assaulted in 10 days
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THE ACCUSED
APPROACHED THE
MINORS POSING AS 
A POLICEMEN, AND
TOOK A MINOR TO A
SECLUDED SPOT
WHERE THEY TOOK
TURNS TO RAPE HER
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Chief Electoral Officer’s
office issued a fresh clarification
on Tuesday reiterating that
issuance of a notice does not
mean an elector’s name will be
deleted from the draft electoral
roll, even as more than 33.13 lakh
electors have been identified for
notices over discrepancies in their
enumeration forms, prompting
Booth Level Officers in parts of
New Delhi district to begin door-
to-door visits to collect docu-
ments from affected voters.

According to the press note, the
Draft Electoral Roll was published
on August 31, 2026, under the
schedule of Special Intensive
Revision 2026, based on informa-

tion provided by electors through
Enumeration Forms submitted
to BLOs. More than 97 lakh electors
figure in the draft roll. The draft
remains available on the CEO
Delhi website, at ERO and AERO
offices, and at all designated
polling stations, and can be
viewed or downloaded through
voters.eci.gov.in and elec-
toralsearch.eci.gov.in.

A large number of notice cases
relate to voters whose details
could not be matched with the
electoral roll prepared during the
previous SIR in 2002. Among those
whose names figured in the notice
list are External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, former Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, former
deputy prime minister LK Advani,

former vice-president Jagdeep
Dhankhar and Election
Commissioner S S Sandhu.

Amid this heightened scrutiny,
BLOs at Sujan Singh Park and
other pockets of New Delhi district
have begun visiting homes to
deliver notices, explain the
required documents and, in
several cases, collect the papers
directly to submit at the con-
cerned election office, sparing
voters a trip. Residents at Sujan
Singh Park said BLOs had visited
their homes after notices were
issued to family members and col-
lected the documents themselves.

A BLO in New Delhi’s West
Ansari Nagar said the arrange-
ment was particularly relevant in
areas with many Government
employees, including senior offi-

cials, who cannot leave work
during the window set aside for
addressing discrepancies. “In New
Delhi,  there are many

Government employees, some
are holding high posts. So all of
them will be busy during the
allotted time. The time allotted for

addressing discrepancies is
around 12 pm to 2 pm. At that
time, who will come from their
offices?” he said, adding that 56 of
around 270 voters at his polling
station had received notices. He
also said some less aware voters
were not taking the notices seri-
ously, believing they could simply
get new voter ID cards next year
if their names were removed.

Poll officials said such house-to-
house visits would be scheduled
in other constituencies wherever
needed, depending on the nature
of discrepancies. However, the
exercise is not uniform across the
city, with a BLO in East Delhi’s
Krishna Nagar saying voters there
are generally asked to visit the
election office themselves.

The CEO’s office said notices are

being issued where a voter’s link
with the previous SIR roll could
not be established, or where
logical discrepancies were found. 

Voters can submit responses
and documents to the concerned
ERO or AERO, with the prescribed
document list being indicative, not
exhaustive, and EROs or AEROs
taking the final call based on
available facts. 

The list of electors issued notices,
with reasons, has been published
at ceodelhinet.nic.in/ceodelhi-
web/Notices_Issuedn.aspx. No
name will be deleted without due
process, the office said, with the
concerned person given a chance
to present their case and appeal.
The deadline for disposal of notices
is October 29, 2026, with the final
roll due November 4, 2026.

EPIC alone doesn’t guarantee vote, notices don’t mean deletion from draft roll: CEO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Lieutenant Governor
Taranjit Singh Sandhu direct-
ed the Delhi Police on
Tuesday to form a dedicat-
ed “Pink Force” consisting of
trained women patrol units
to be deployed around
schools, colleges, metro sta-
tions and vulnerable
hotspots, emphasising that
women’s safety is non-nego-
tiable. During his visit to
the Delhi Police headquar-
ters to review citizen-centric
measures the force has
taken, the LG said women
must be safe on every street,
at every hour.  Delhi Police
Commissioner Anurag
Kumar was also present.

During his address, he
reviewed recent initiatives,
measurable outcomes, and
achievements. The discus-
sion also covered public
feedback, existing gaps, and
ongoing efforts to address
them. The LG emphasised
that the primary objective is
to make Delhi safer and
strengthen public trust in the
police.

The LG stated that every
police station should ensure
people feel heard, supported,
and safe. He called for

stronger connections
between police stations, beat
officers, and the communi-
ties they serve. He also
requested increased police
visibility, with more foot and
motorcycle patrols in vul-
nerable, high-crime, and
high-traffic areas, especially
near schools,  colleges,
markets, and transport hubs.

The LG directed that ‘Jan
Sunwai’  complaints be
tracked digitally. Each com-
plaint should be acknowl-
edged, monitored, and
resolved within a specified
timeframe. Complaints con-
cerning other departments
should be promptly forward-
ed to the appropriate agency.

The LG emphasised that

women’s safety is non-nego-
tiable and must not be com-
promised. He called for
ongoing action against eve-
teasing and harassment in
public places under
Operation Shishtachar.
Drawing inspiration from
Goa Police’s “Pink Force,”
he instructed Delhi Police to
establish a similar Women-
Centric Patrol Unit staffed by
trained women officers.
These teams should be
deployed at schools, col-
leges, metro stations, and
other vulnerable locations to
provide visible security and
rapid response, especially
during high-risk hours. 

He also urged each Police
District to nominate a Nodal

Officer and prepare a quarter-
ly calendar for sessions on
crime prevention, substance
abuse, and road safety. He
also encouraged police sta-
tions to organise regular
sports activities for children
aged 5 to 15, in collaboration
with local schools and RWAs,
to strengthen police-com-
munity trust.

For enforcement, the LG
called for ongoing, intelli-
gence-driven action against
drug trafficking under the
Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan. He also directed
police stations to enhance
their capacity to handle
cybercrime complaints and
safeguard digital evidence,
collaborating with spe-
cialised cyber units when
rapid response is required. 

On traffic management,
he instructed officials to
identify and monitor major
congestion points, increase
police presence during peak
hours, and improve real-
time CCTV and Traffic Control
Room monitoring.

The LG said every police
station be a place where cit-
izens feel heard, helped and
safe, calling for a stronger
connection between police
stations, beat officers and the
communities they serve.

LG orders all-women pink force for schools, metro stations

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
on Tuesday flagged off four
‘Namo Shramik Seva Kendra’
vans that will visit areas with
a large presence of workers
to register them for providing
coverage of various welfare
schemes of the Delhi govern-
ment. The vans were flagged
off as part of the ‘Seva
Sankalp Abhiyan’ marking
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s birthday and his 25
years in public service. 

The ‘Mobile Namo Shramik
Seva Kendra’ has been
designed with this very
approach, so that services are
not confined to Government
offices but reach workers
who need them.

The chief minister said the
initiative aims to ensure that
workers do not have to make
repeated trips to Government
offices to access Government
schemes and services. 

The vans will function as a
mobile service unit. It will
provide workers with regis-
tration and renewal services
in their own areas, informa-
tion about Government
schemes, assistance with

required documents, access
to digital services, and guid-
ance on Government facilities
and benefits.

The chief minister said
one of the major challenges
in ensuring that Government
schemes reach construction
workers has been the lack of
systematic registration. 

A total of 13 vans are to be
deployed in the coming 
days, with a van in each dis-
trict, said a Chief Minister’s
Office statement.

These vans will visit con-
struction sites, labour
chowks and locations where
construction workers are
employed. Workers will be
able to register on the spot
through these mobile vans.

CM flags off mobile
vans to register workers 

Fake rabies vaccines seized,
supply traced to Kanpur
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Drugs Control (DDC)
Department seized 481 units
of counterfeit rabies vaccine
from a firm in Bhagirath Palace
and traced its supply to an
agency in Kanpur, as author-
ities began probing the source
and distribution chain, accord-
ing to a statement.

The seized vaccine, Purified
Vero Cell Rabies Vaccine
(Abhayrab), was found during
searches at three premises of
the Bhagirath Palace firm,
including its sale premises
and godown, it said.

The original manufacturer,
Human Biologicals Institute,
Telangana, has confirmed
that the batch was counterfeit
and had not been released by
the company, according to
the DDC department.

The department collected
120 vials as legal samples and
seized the remaining 361 units
along with seven purchase
invoices under different sec-
tions of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940, it stated.

The samples have been
sent to the Central Research
Institute (CRI), Kasauli, for
testing and analysis, it added.

During the investigation,
the Delhi-based firm told the
department officials that it
had purchased the alleged
spurious vaccine from an
agency in Kanpur. The infor-
mation was shared with the
Uttar Pradesh State Drug
Department, which subse-
quently conducted searches
at two locations, including
the Kanpur agency.

The raids established that
the Kanpur agency had sup-
plied the counterfeit vaccine
to the Delhi firm, it said.

The seized stock has been
taken into the custody of the
Delhi Drugs Control
Department, which is now
tracing the source and distri-
bution network of the vaccine
and examining further action
under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, according to
the statement.
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Minor raped by men posing as cops in Kalkaji; security questioned
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

An expansive park in south-
east Delhi, surrounded by
three major temples, has
come under scrutiny follow-
ing the alleged gangrape of
a minor girl by men posing as
police personnel, with secu-
rity gaps including broken
boundary walls, unmanned
gates and dimly-lit stretches
coming into focus.

On Monday evening, three
men — Asif, Hemant and his
brother Mukesh — alleged-
ly posed as police personnel
and took turns to rape the
minor girl inside the Aastha
Kunj Park near the Kalkaji
Mandir, police said.

Interestingly, Hemant, a
lawyer, and Mukesh, a final
year  BSc Mathematics
student, were also arrested
from their house and are
being questioned. They are
natives  of  Far idabad 
and reside in Sri Niwaspuri
in Delhi.

The incident has raised
questions over access
control at the sprawling
green space, which has a
large perimeter and several
entry points, with locals
saying they avoid entering
the park after sunset despite
the presence of 
security guards and regular
police patrolling.

The park, under the juris-
diction of the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA), is spread over approx-
imately 142.1 acres and has
29 gates, including wicket
gates. It witnesses consider-
able footfall during the day
due to its proximity to the
Lotus Temple, the ISKCON

Temple and the Kalkaji
Temple, besides residential
areas, markets, offices and
metro stations. Speaking to
reporters,  guard Amar
Paswan said nine security
guards are deployed in each
of the three shifts at strate-
gic locations in the park. The
main gates are closed after
7pm, but people can still
enter the park by crossing
the boundary wall or using
smaller pathways, he said.

“People from the locality
are scared to enter the park
after 6pm,” local resident
Vijay Kumar said, adding
that several people use a
route through the park
while travelling between
the Nehru Place metro
station and Garhi village.
Another resident, Krishna
Kumar, said police patrol
the park during the evening
and night and use torches
to ask people to leave.
Resident Arun also advised
people to avoid entering
the park after sunset.

The park is surrounded by
several localities, including

East of Kailash, Kailash Hills,
Nehru Place, Kalkaji, Greater
Kailash-I, Kailash Colony,
Garhi village, Okhla Mandi,
Mount Kailash and
Amritpuri. More than 17 res-
idential societies are located
around it, with some having
smaller gates opening
towards the park.

Joint Commissioner of
Police (Southern) Vijay
Kumar said the park is open
from many sides, while
some portions of the bound-
ary wall have collapsed.
“Some gates are not
manned with guards, while
some places are not suffi-
ciently lit,” he added.

Meanwhile, the DDA said
the lighting installations in
the park are functional and
inspected regularly. The
DDA also maintains coordi-
nation with the beat officer
and other Delhi Police offi-
cials regarding security, law
and order,  preventing
unauthorised activities 
and maintaining a safe
environment, it added.

“Security-related concerns

pertaining to the park have
also been taken up by the
DDA with the Delhi Police on
several occasions for appro-
priate action, enhanced
patrolling and necessary
preventive measures,” the
authority said.

Following the recent
incident, the DDA said it
has immediately reviewed
and further strengthened
t h e  e x i s t i n g  s e c u r i t y
arrangements.

It is also undertaking a
comprehensive assess-
ment of security manpow-
er and deployment require-
ments, keeping in view the
extensive area of the park
and its 29 access points, the
DDA said, adding that coor-
dination with police is
being further strengthened
for enhanced patrolling
and a prompt response to
suspicious activities or
emergencies.

The DDA said it remains
committed to strengthen-
ing preventive, surveillance
and security measures at
the park.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Congress President
Devender Yadav on Tuesday
attacked the BJP Government
in Delhi over a string of
sexual assault cases involv-
ing minors, saying the city
has turned into a “den of
criminals” despite a woman
Chief Minister.

Yadav cited four recent
cases: the gang rape of a 17-
year-old in a park near Kalkaji

Temple, the rape of a 6-year-old
in Karol Bagh on September 21,
sexual assault of a minor in
Sadar Bazaar on September 16,
and the gang rape of a 16-year-
old in Swaroop Nagar on
September 10.

He said it was “reprehensi-
ble” that minor girls and
women continue to be target-
ed despite Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta being a woman
herself. Yadav said the BJP’s
“Beti Bachao Beti Padhao”
slogan had been “proved

false” due to the government’s
failure to protect daughters.

Yadav criticized the Chief
Minister’s silence on the
recent assaults, saying it
raised questions about law
and order in the capital
despite what he called a
“Triple Engine” BJP govern-
ment. He said Delhi Police
falls under the Union Home
Ministry, and blamed both
the Chief Minister and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
for the situation.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Commission for Women
Chairperson Lata Gupta met the family
of the minor gang-rape survivor on
Monday, assuring them of legal aid,
counselling and judicial assistance, as
the case added to a string of recent
sexual assault incidents involving
minors in the national capital.

Speaking to the reporters after the
meeting, Gupta described the incident
as painful and worrying. “These inci-
dents are extremely painful and wor-
rying. The Delhi Commission for
Women is certainly concerned about
preventing such incidents,” she said. 

Gupta noted that the family was
going through significant mental dis-
tress and was in a vulnerable condition,
and pledged that the Commission
would extend all possible support to
them through the difficult period.

The Kalkaji case comes barely a
week after another alleged gang rape
and murder of a minor in Delhi’s

Swaroop Nagar, where police had
found the victim’s body in an open field
near Jaipal Rana’s field at Kushak Road
on September 13. 

In that case, Delhi Police arrested four
persons, including three juveniles, after
analysing footage from more than 50
CCTV cameras and tracing a suspected
tempo allegedly linked to the crime. 

Gupta had also met that victim’s family
days earlier, accompanied by Commission

member Shyambala, with local police offi-
cials present during the meeting.

Taken together, the two cases have
placed sustained pressure on the
Commission and on Delhi Police to
demonstrate a coordinated response to
crimes against minors, with Gupta’s
back-to-back visits to grieving families
underscoring the scale of concern
within the body tasked with women’s
safety in the capital.

Congress chief slams BJP Govt over minor rape cases

Delhi Commission for Women chief meets gang-rape
victim’s family, calls incident extremely painful

Officials examine a spot at a park located between Kalkaji Mandir and ISKCON Temple after a 17 year old was
allegedly sexually assaulted in New Delhi on Tuesday PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A student of Jawaharlal
N e h r u  U n i v e r s i t y  h a s
alleged that she was molest-
ed by two outsiders on
campus late Monday night,
prompting protests from
s t u d e n t s  d e m a n d i n g
stronger security measures.

According to students
aware of the incident, the
student was returning to her
hostel from Sabarmati Dhaba
when she was allegedly
approached by two men in a
car near Tapti Hostel. 

The men allegedly offered
her a drink and later molest-
ed her. The student immedi-
ately informed a security
guard, following which a
commotion broke out at the

spot. Office-bearers of the
JNU Students’ Union and
members of student outfits
also reached the location.

The university administra-
tion informed the police, who
arrived at the site. 

A police officer said the
student has not yet submit-
ted a formal complaint. 

“No formal complaint has
been filed by the girl for legal
action. Preventive action has
been taken,” the officer said.

Students have raised con-
cerns over the entry of out-
siders into the campus and
demanded stronger security
measures, including an
increase in the number of
security guards, adequate
street lighting and thorough
checking of vehicles entering
the university.

JNU student alleges molestation,
demands tighter campus security PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

The demolition of Shastri
Bhawan and Krishi Bhawan,
two Lutyens’ Delhi land-
marks that housed several
key ministries for decades, is
set to begin soon, with the
Central  Public Works
Department (CPWD) initiat-
ing the process to vacate
the premises by the end of
September.

Kartavya Bhawans 4 and 5,
part of the sprawling new
Government office complex
coming up under the Central
Vista redevelopment project,
will replace the two build-
ings, constructed between
1956 and 1968, which served
as administrative hubs for
Union Government min-
istries. The CPWD has direct-
ed that both buildings be
vacated and handed over by
September 30, so that work
can begin on their replace-
ments: the Common Central
Secretariat buildings known
as Kartavya Bhawan 4 and 5.

According to a CPWD com-
munication dated
September 16, the tender for
the construction of the pro-
posed new Kartavya

Bhawans has been awarded.
The proposed buildings

fall within the footprint of the
existing Shastri Bhawan and
Krishi Bhawan, making it
necessary to hand over the
site to the agency executing
the Central Vista redevelop-
ment project by the end of
September 2026, it stated.

“This is essential to facil-
itate timely handing over of

the site to the executing
agency and enable the com-
mencement of construction
work as scheduled. It is,
therefore, requested to take
necessary action on priori-
ty for vacation and handing
over of the existing Shastri
Bhawan and Krishi Bhawan
premises within the stipu-
lated time,” the communi-
cation said.

The immediate impact of
the move will be felt within
Government offices as
departments housed in the
two complexes complete
their relocation. The longer-
term change will be visible
along one of the capital’s
most prominent administra-
tive corridors.

For more than 50 years,
the two complexes have

hosted a range of central
Government offices, includ-
ing those of the Ministries of
Education, Information and
Broadcasting, Women and
Child Development,
Agriculture, Social Justice,
and Corporate Affairs, along
with the office of the
Principal Director General
(Information).

N a m e d  a f t e r  f o r m e r
prime minister Lal Bahadur
Shastri, the seven-storeyed
Shastri Bhawan served as
the nerve centre of several
ministries and departments
for decades, including the
education, petroleum and
n a t u r a l  g a s ,  a n d  c o a l  
ministries.

Krishi Bhawan, mean-
while, housed the agriculture
and farmers’ welfare ministry
and the rural development
ministry. Over the last few
months, several ministries
and departments have
vacated the two buildings
and shifted to the newly-
inaugurated Kartavya
Bhawans in the high-securi-
ty Central Vista area.

The vacation of the two
complexes marks the next
stage of the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Centre’s plan to

replace ageing Government
office buildings along
Kartavya Path with new
Common Central Secretariat
complexes.

The redevelopment is part
of the government’s wider
plan to reorganise the
Central Secretariat. The
Central Vista master plan
envisages replacing existing
office buildings with modern
secretariat facilities capable
of accommodating a larger
Government workforce.

The Government has pro-
posed 10 Kartavya Bhawans
under the Central Vista rede-
velopment project to bring
ministries and departments,
now functioning from differ-
ent buildings, into modern
and integrated office com-
plexes. The new complexes
are meant to provide secure,
technology-enabled work-
spaces and reduce the main-
tenance burden of old
Government buildings.

Under the broader rede-
velopment plan, offices from
North and South Blocks,
which are proposed to be
converted into the Yuge
Yugeen Bharat National
Museum, have also been
shifted out.

Shastri, Krishi Bhawans to be vacated by September 30 for Kartavya Bhawans

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Government has
prepared 81 artificial ponds for
people to immerse Ganesh
idols at designated sites
instead of the Yamuna or
other water bodies. 

The Government has also
set up 110 collection centres
for dignified disposal of old
and damaged idols and reli-
gious material. The two mea-
sures form part of an initiative
aimed at balancing religious
practices with cleanliness and
environmental protection.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
said the initiative will provide
designated collection con-
tainers at suitable locations,
including temples, where
devotees can deposit old,
damaged idols and other puja
material instead of leaving
them in public places. 

The chief minister said such
material is often left under
trees, in parks, along road-
sides and at other public
places due to religious senti-
ments, creating challenges
for cleanliness and the envi-
ronment.

“Keeping this in mind, the
Delhi Government has pre-
pared a list of 110 locations

where special ‘collection
centres’ are being estab-
lished. At suitable locations,
including temples, designat-
ed collection containers are
being made available where
devotees can respectfully
deposit old, damaged or
other religious material. This
arrangement will provide
people with a clean, organ-
ised and dignified option for
religious material close to
their homes. Taking the same
approach forward, prepara-
tions have been completed
for artificial immersion ponds
at 81 identified locations to
provide devotees with a safe
and eco-friendly option for

Ganesh immersion during
the festival,” the chief minis-
ter said.The arrangements
cover all 13 revenue districts
and include security, sanita-
tion, lighting, medical assis-
tance, emergency response
and traffic management,
according to a statement.

The chief minister has
appealed to devotees to
immerse Ganesh idols only
at designated artif icial
immersion sites and not in
the Yamuna or other water
bodies.  She also urged
people not to dispose of
puja material, flowers, gar-
lands and other religious
items in rivers or water
bodies and to give prefer-
ence to eco-friendly idols.

The Government  has
advised devotees to avoid
idols made of Plaster of
Paris, colours containing
harmful chemicals and dec-
orative materials that can
damage water bodies and
the environment. 

Arrangements have also
been made for removal of
idol remains and other mate-
rial from immersion sites
after the festivities, followed
by cleaning of the locations
as per the prescribed
process, it said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Lieutenant Governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu on Tuesday reviewed
key issues related to water supply,
drain waste management and the
ongoing rejuvenation of the
Yamuna River during a meeting
with Delhi Jal Board (DJB) officials.

Last month, the Delhi
Government announced that work
had begun on projects worth
around Rs 2,990 crore for setting up
28 new decentralised sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs), with work
orders already issued.

“LG reviewed important issues
including supply of water, manage-
ment of waste in drains, ongoing
works on new Decentralised
Sewage Treatment Plants (DSTPs)
and other aspects of water and
sewage management in the city,”
Lok Niwas said in a post on X.

Work orders worth around Rs
1,090 crore have also been issued
for upgrading existing STPs. Sewer
network work has been complet-
ed in 114 unauthorised colonies at
a cost of around Rs 2,012 crore,
while 1,28,633 households in these
areas have been provided house-
hold sewer connections.

Sewer network work is current-
ly under way in 276 colonies, while
household sewer connections are

being provided to around 5,44,680
households in 647 unauthorised
colonies.

“In areas that had lacked sewer
networks for decades, problems
such as waterlogging and dirty
water can only be permanently
addressed by creating strong infra-
structure. The Government is
working towards this goal in a
phased manner,” a Government
official said.

Sandhu also reviewed the
deployment of septage cleaning
machines by the DJB to collect
waste and transport it to STPs for
proper treatment in areas that
lack adequate sewerage manage-
ment infrastructure.

Govt sets up 81 artificial ponds for Ganesh
immersion, 110 centres for idol disposal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi’s Art, Culture and Languages
Department began staging a series of
street plays across the city on Tuesday,
part of a campaign called Sankalp Seva
Abhiyan. The plays, titled “Namo Seva
Ki Ankahi Kahaniyan,” will highlight
the life and achievements of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his vision
for a developed India.

Minister for Art, Culture and
Languages Kapil Mishra announced
the initiative at a press conference at
the Delhi Secretariat. He said the
plays aim to inspire Delhi residents to
contribute to making the city clean,
beautiful and developed. Mishra said
the performances will promote causes
such as cleanliness, support for local
products, and girls’ education. The
plays will also cover decisions made
during the Prime Minister’s 25 years

in public service and governance.
The street plays will provide infor-

mation on welfare schemes including
PM Awas Yojana, Swachh Bharat
Mission toilets, Saubhagya Yojana,
Ujjwala Yojana, Ayushman Bharat, PM
Kisan Samman Nidhi and Jal Jeevan
Mission. They will also cover initiatives
for women and youth empowerment,
including MUDRA loans and Startup
India, along with India’s national
security and its rise to become the
world’s fourth-largest economy.

Mishra said the Sahitya Kala
Parishad, under the Art, Culture and
Languages Department, will organize
performances at around 1,250 loca-
tions across Delhi. About 30 to 35
street play teams will perform simul-
taneously at different sites, with
four plays planned in each mandal.
Additional performances will take
place in settlements, colonies, malls,
markets and other crowded areas.

Delhi launches 1,250 street plays to
spread PM’s story, Govt schemes

LG reviews water supply,
Yamuna rejuvenation works

A view of the Shastri Bhawan as CPWD initiates the process to vacate the building by the end of September ahead
of its planned demolition to make way for new ‘Kartavya Bhawan’ blocks under the Central Vista redevelopment
project in New Delhi on Tuesday PTI

Delhi Congress President 
Devender Yadav



PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Hyderabad

Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday
emphasized that the pro-
posed airports at Warangal
and Adilabad, besides the
Telangana Bhavan in Delhi
should symbolise the south-
ern State’s rich culture. 

He instructed officials to
conduct a study of the archi-
tectural and sculptural styles
of the famous ‘akatiya Kala
Thoranam (arch) of the
Kakatiya dynasty, Ramappa
Temple, and Pillalamarri
Temple-which embody the
state’s history and culture-
and to incorporate the
Telangana heritage in the
new constructions.

During a meeting, the offi-
cials briefed the chief minister
on various logistical issues at
the sites where the airports are
proposed to be developed,
including the shifting of power
lines, diversion of streams and
roads, and the relocation of
BSNL lines and drinking water
supply pipelines, an official
release said.

CM Revanth Reddy issued
several directives to the offi-
cials on the construction of
roads along the airport com-
pound walls and connecting
them to nearby district, state,
and national highways, it said.

He cautioned that numer-
ous complications would
arise if the departments
execute the works in their
purview without coordina-

tion with other wings, it said.
Reviewing the designs for

the Adilabad and Warangal air-
ports and the Telangana
Bhavan in Delhi, Reddy sug-
gested several modifications to
reflect Telangana culture,
sculpture, and architectural
styles in the construction of  the
airports. The CM, on September
19, said the dream of an airport
at Warangal was taking shape,
with the required land having
been handed over to the
Airports Authority of India.

Union Coal and Mines
Minister G Kishan Reddy
recently said a “joint use”
airport would come up at
Adilabad with the facility
being used for defence and
civilian purposes.

Kishan Reddy has said
nodal officers would be
appointed on behalf of the
state government, Civil
Aviation ministry and the
Defence Ministry to expedite
the establishment of the
airport. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Lucknow

India desires positive, con-
structive and forward-looking
ties with Bangladesh, and
New Delhi is ready to discuss
with Dhaka all bilateral issues
within the existing struc-
tured mechanisms, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said on Tuesday.

The comment by MEA
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal came during his bi-
weekly briefing on multiple
queries related to the current
state of bilateral relations
between India and
Bangladesh, and whether
External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar is going to have a
meeting with a Bangladesh
delegation on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly
(UNGA) in New York.

“I do not have any informa-
tion on whether the external
affairs minister is going to
have a meeting with the
Bangladesh delegation, but I
will keep you updated if
there are any developments
of this nature,” Jaiswal said.

Jaishankar reached New
York on Sunday, leading the
Indian delegation for the 81st
session of the UNGA. He has
held a series of bilateral
meetings on the margins of
the high-level session.

Bangladesh Prime Minister

Tarique Rahman on Monday
left for New York on a five-day
visit during which he will
address the UNGA, attend UN
programmes and hold bilater-
al and multilateral meetings.

The state-run BSS news
agency of Bangladesh said
that on the sidelines of the
UNGA, Rahman would hold
bilateral meetings with his
counterparts from Pakistan,

Bhutan, Thailand, Croatia,
Haiti and the Crown Prince of
Kuwait. Jaiswal was also
asked if Bangladesh’s foreign
secretary Asad Alam Siam,
who is set to be the country’s
new high commissioner in
New Delhi, as reported by
several media outlets, indi-
cated that the bilateral ties
are “back on track”.

“On the trajectory of the
bilateral relationship, we
have said this in the past as
well, India desires a positive,
constructive and forward-
looking relationship with
Bangladesh. We are ready to
discuss all the issues within
the structured mechanisms
that we have right now. We

want to take this relationship
forward in a positive and
constructive direction, in a
forward-looking manner,”
Jaiswal said.

The relations between India
and Bangladesh witnessed a
major downturn after the
interim Government headed
by Muhammad Yunus came
to power following the col-
lapse of the Sheikh Hasina
Government in August 2024 in
the face of a massive student-
led agitation.

A new Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP)
Government, led by Prime
Minister Rahman, came to
power in February following
the parliamentary elections.

Telangana airports to highlight
State heritage, says CM Reddy

The Bandra-Worli Sea Link illuminated in red on World Rose Day as part
of an initiative by the Cancer Patients Aid Association (CPAA) to spread
hope and support for cancer patients, in Mumbai on Tuesday PTI

IN FOCUS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Meerut (UP)

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said the Samajwadi
Party gets as “irritated” at the
mention of Lord Ram as Mughal
Emperor Babur did.

Adityanath was addressing a
conference of ‘Shakti Kendra’
convenors from the BJP’s western
region here on Monday. BJP
national president Nitin Nabin
was also present at the event.

He accused the Samajwadi
Party (SP) of creating hurdles in
religious events.

“The SP gets as irritated at the
mere mention of the name of
Lord Ram as Babur did... Only the
devotees of ‘Bajrangi’ (Lord
Hanuman) can give a befitting
reply to Babur’s followers and that
is precisely why we have come
here to call upon all of you,” the
chief minister told the gathering.

Adityanath accused the SP,
the BSP and the Congress of
afflicting the country with the

disease of dynastic politics and
casteism.

For these parties, power had
become a means to exploit and
promote their own vested inter-
ests. As this trend persisted,
things shifted towards a self-
serving mindset.

The chief minister further
claimed that attempts are being
made to revile India’s Sanatan
tradition.

However, under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, a ‘New India’ is now
working with a resolve to com-
pletely eradicate the mindset of
servitude and is taking pride in
its heritage, he said.

The results of this are evident
in the construction of the Kashi
Vishwanath Dham and the mag-
nificent temple of Lord Ram at
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi in
Ayodhya, alongside the ongoing
beautification and revitalisation
of Mathura and Vrindavan,
Adityanath said.

Both SP, Babur irritated by Lord Ram: CM Yogi 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Gurugram

Permission to demolish the unsafe
Tower-J at Chintels Paradiso in
Gurugram’s Sector-109, which was
sought by a private company, has
not yet been granted, an official said
on Tuesday.

The company has mobilised all
necessary machinery and resources
for the demolition. A company rep-
resentative said the demolition
process will  commence once
Gurugram district administration
gives permission, he added.

Chintels India Private Limited
wrote to the district administration
on September 14 seeking permission
to demolish the tower concerned, the
official said.

JN Yadav, Vice President of Chintels
India, met DTCP official Amit
Madholia on Monday. DTCP Madholia
said the necessary formalities would
be completed soon and approval
would be granted.

Chintels India has awarded the
demolition contract for Tower-J to
Edifice Engineering. Work on demol-
ishing the unsafe tower and redevel-
oping the Chintels Paradiso project
is set to begin soon, in accordance
with the Supreme Court’s order
dated September 3, 2026. 

The demolition process will com-
mence only after receiving approval
from the district administration, Yadav
said. The Gurugram District Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA) ordered
the evacuation of Tower-J in 2024. 

No permission granted for
Tower-J demolition in Gurugram

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

Speaking at the 81st Session
of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA),
United States President
Donald Trump reaffirmed
his stance on brokering
peace between India and
Pakistan during the May 2025
confrontation, asserting that
Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif directly
expressed gratitude to him
for “saving 30 million lives.”

Highlighting his adminis-
tration’s diplomatic record
before international dele-
gates, Trump grouped the
South Asian de-escalation
alongside several other inter-
national disputes he claims to

have successfully mediated.
Commending the

Pakistani leader on the world
stage,  Trump praised
Shehbaz Sharif as a “terrific
man” and stated that the
Prime Minister explicitly
credited American foreign
policy intervention with
averting a massive humani-
tarian catastrophe.

Trump’s address revives a
recurring theme from his
public remarks over the past
year, pointing back to the
intense cross-border mili-
tary crisis that drew global
attention to the subconti-
nent in mid-2025.

Regional instability spiked
in late April 2025 following a
devastating militant strike in

Pahalgam, Jammu and
Kashmir, which claimed the
lives of 26 civilians. In
response, New Delhi initiat-
ed a military offensive
named Operation Sindoor
on May 7, targeting militant

hideouts and training facili-
ties across the Line of Control
(LoC) as well as within
Pakistani territory.

The action escalated into
four days of high-intensity
military engagements—

marked by cross-border
aerial combat, drone deploy-
ment, and artillery trades—
before both armed forces
stood down on May 10, 2025.

Trump’s narrative holds
that Washington took an
active lead in resolving the
crisis, using diplomatic com-
munication and economic
levers to secure an immedi-
ate ceasefire and prevent
further military expansion.

Official channels in New
Delhi continue to dispute
claims of outside interven-
tion, maintaining a long-
standing diplomatic princi-
ple that all matters concern-
ing Pakistan must be
handled strictly bilaterally.

The Ministry of External

Affairs and Indian diplomatic
representatives have consis-
tently emphasized that the
May 2025 standstill was nego-
tiated strictly via direct hotline
discussions between the
Directors General of Military
Operations (DGMOs) of both
countries. Indian officials
maintain that military objec-
tives were fulfilled indepen-
dently and that foreign medi-
ation played no role in deter-
mining the timeline or conclu-
sion of Operation Sindoor.

Despite New Delhi’s offi-
cial statements disavowing
external mediation, Trump
continues to feature the May
2025 ceasefire as a focal
point of his administration’s
foreign policy record.
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Trump re-ignites South Asia ceasefire debate

India desires positive, constructive ties with Bangladesh: MEA

MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy

SC flags bulk SIR notices
in Capital
Naidu argued that petitioners had not dis-
closed any specific instances and assured the
court that the poll panel has increased manpow-
er to handle the workload and that notices
included reasons. He said that ECI has issued a
press note recently and clarified several issues,
which were being raised by the petitioners.

“You have sent about 30 lakh notices. How
many BLOs are deployed?” Justice Bagchi asked.

Naidu said around 14,000-15,000 Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) and 1,200 Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs) had been deployed for the exer-
cise.  He added that October 29 was the dead-
line for filing claims and objections as of now but
the ECI was open to an extension if the process
was not completed as Delhi is not an election
bound State. He further assured the bench that
“not a single genuine voter would be deleted in
the exercise”.

Bhushan, however, questioned why a person
who had already submitted an enumeration
form and produced proof of age and residence
should be required to furnish further material.
The CJI observed that the Delhi situation could
be unique because of its large migrant popula-
tion. Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, also appearing
in the matter said that Delhi has multi-storeyed
buildings and doubted whether BLOs would go
visit every house in the buildings.  Naidu submit-
ted that the ECI was conducting camps and sen-
sitisation programmes and had created
WhatsApp groups to assist voters.

Earlier, Bhushan had told the court that the ECI
has issued notices to 33 lakh of the 47 lakh people
whose names have been deleted from the elec-
toral rolls during the SIR exercise in the nation-
al Capital.  The petitioners have also sought a dis-
closure of the criteria, definitions, algorithmic
parameters and operational guidelines govern-
ing the classification of voters under the “Logical
Discrepancies” category. The plea filed under
Article 32 of the Constitution has alleged viola-
tions of the fundamental rights guaranteed under
Articles 14, 19 and 21, besides the constitutional
rights under Articles 325 and 326.

The petitioners have sought directions for the
publication of a consolidated, searchable list of
all the voters against whom notices have been
issued during the SIR process in Delhi, along with
their addresses and the specific reasons or cat-
egories for each notice. The plea further seeks
directions requiring authorities to specify the

precise discrepancy and material facts forming
the basis of each notice, so that the voters can
effectively participate in the hearing process.

SC sets rights test for
Vande Mataram
“What is the national song is not in dispute. The
declaration of law in the Bijoe Emmanuel is not
yet questioned. It is for the democratic state to
decide what is the national song, whether two
stanzas or four stanzas. But nobody who feels
an infraction of Article 25 and 26 rights (funda-
mental right to freedom of religion) or a consci-
entious objector would be subjected to (penal
consequences),” Justice Bagchi said.

Krishna’s petition challenges Section 3 of the
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971,
amended in 2026, along with Ministry of Home
Affairs orders dated January 28 and July 9, 2026.

The amended Section 3 provides for impris-
onment of up to three years, or fine, or both, for
anyone who intentionally prevents the singing
of the National Anthem or national song, or
causes disturbance to an assembly engaged in
such singing.

Justice Bagchi said it is not the remit of the
court to second guess what are the national sen-
timents or aspirations associated with Vande
Mataram. That, he said, is for the State to
decide. Senior advocate S Muralidhar, appear-
ing for Krishna, said the amendment does not
define the expression “national song”, leaving
scope for uncertainty and possible misuse. He
said the amendment had been enacted without
defining which version or stanzas constituted the
national song.

He added that the MHA directions were
issued through an office memorandum that had
not been gazetted and contended that the
Government had altered the earlier under-
standing of Vande Mataram through executive
instructions. When Justice Bagchi observed
that Vande Mataram was customarily understood
as the national song, Muralidhar said the estab-
lished understanding related to its first two
stanzas. The senior lawyer also submitted that
the amendment had been enacted hastily and
without what he described as a process of nation-
al consensus.

During the proceedings the SG said, “Law
making cannot be as per Naxalites idea”.

Muralidhar strongly objected to this and
sought withdrawal of the remark, saying such
a comment did not “befit” a law officer. He

sought a retraction, but the SG declined to with-
draw the remark.

Muralidhar accused the SG of “playing to the
gallery”. According to Krishna’s petition, extend-
ing penal provisions to the national song,
coupled with directions for rendition of all six
stanzas of Vande Mataram, raises fundamental
questions concerning freedom of speech and
expression, freedom of conscience, equality, reli-
gious freedom and secularism.

The petition specifically challenges the require-
ment that the complete six stanza version be
treated as the official version of the national song
and that, where Vande Mataram and the nation-
al anthem are both sung or played, the former
precede the latter.

SC shocked by 10x cancer
drug prices
“The MRP is 10 times the rate at which it is pro-
vided to the retailers. If this is not extortion, then
what it is? People sell their houses, ornaments
to get treatment,” the bench said.

“There are essential medicines for cancer on
which the MRP is printed as Rs 27,000 while the
PTR is Rs 2,700. This is absolute rampage and
carnage. This is broad daylight dacoity with
patients,” it said. The bench questioned how the
patients could be cheated like this.

“It is very surprising that the authorities who
are supposed to take action on this are silent,”
it said. One of the petitioners told the bench that
his plea also raises the issue concerning prescrip-
tion of generic medicines by registered medical
practitioners. He said that fixing MRP of medi-
cines was of critical importance.

Additional Solicitor General K M Nataraj,
appearing for the Centre in one of the pleas, said
the Government was not treating it as an adver-
sarial litigation. The bench observed that price
fixation was a major issue. It posted the matter
for further hearing on September 29.

One of the petitions sought a direction to
authorities to make drug formulations more cost-
effective by preventing alleged unethical over-
pricing of essential medicines by pharma com-
panies and retailers. It also sought directions to
ensure strict price control under the Drugs (Prices
Control) Order, 2013, to prevent violations of the
price-fixing mechanism in the drug supply
chain and disproportionate profit-making by
retailers through unfair trade practices.

The other plea has sought disciplinary action
against medical practitioners for not prescrib-
ing generic medicines to patients.

Capital shocker: Fourth
minor sexually...
Kumar said Astha Kunj Park is large and has mul-
tiple entry points. He noted that the boundary wall
is broken in several places, some gates lack guards,
and many areas within the park are poorly lit,
factors he said contribute to making the park less
safe for visitors. 

The investigation into the use of weapons
during the encounter and the full circum-
stances surrounding the incident remains under-
way. The minor was medically examined at
AIIMS, while crime and forensic teams examined
the scene and collected relevant clues.

An FIR was registered at the Amar Colony
police station under the relevant sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
Several teams were formed to trace the accused. 

The Kalkaji gangrape is the fourth reported
case involving the alleged sexual assault of a
minor in Delhi in the last two weeks, with the
incidents reported from different parts of the
national Capital. On Monday, a six-year-old girl
was allegedly raped on Deshbandhu Gupta Road
in central Delhi. The accused, identified as
Ankit, was arrested, police said.

On September 17, a Class-6 student from
Sadar Bazaar had stepped out of her house to
buy a pencil and books when she was alleged-
ly taken into a nearby tailoring shop by the shop
owner. Police said the tailor, Maqsood, restrained
the girl by tying her hands and legs and sexual-
ly assaulted her. He was subsequently arrested.

In another case on September 10, a 17-year-old
girl in northwest Delhi’s Swaroop Nagar alleged-
ly went to meet a friend and was subsequently
sexually assaulted by him and his associates. The
teenager was later found dead, with police alleg-
ing that she was stabbed multiple times. Her
body was found on September 13 and four
people, including three minors, were held.

Jamui minor assault: Five
nabbed
The two minors who study at the same coach-
ing centre finished class on Saturday evening
and rode a scooter to Madwa Pahad, a hill spot

off the Jamui-Lakhisarai road. 
Between about 6.25 p.m. and 7 p.m., on a

stretch roughly three kilometres from the main
road in the Jamui Sadar police station area, a
group stopped the vehicle, forced them off it and
surrounded them. 

They were asked whether their families knew
they were together.  Footage later posted
online shows the girl being held, lifted and
groped. She is heard asking to be let go and
saying they would not come back. The boy tells
the group that they study at the same school and
that people at home know about them. Police
reconstructions from the clips put the duration
at about 15 to 20 minutes before the duo were
allowed to leave.

No complaints were submitted on Saturday
or Sunday, and police learned of the case on
Monday when videos seemingly made by one of
the group members began circulating. 

The Superintendent of Police at Jamui,
Bishwajeet Dayal, stated that the police officers
spotted two students by means of a vehicle reg-
istration number which appeared in one of the
clips, obtained statements from them, and at the
Jamui police station filed case number 428/2026
under the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act as well as relevant sections
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) concerning
assault with the intent to outrage modesty and
common intention. Police formed a Special
Investigating Team (SIT) led by Sub-Divisional
Police Officer Deepti Monali.

Investigators identified around seven people
from the video footage. Three minors were taken
into custody on Monday. Police continued
raids throughout the night. They also filed a sep-
arate case against social media accounts that
shared the video and revealed the girl’s iden-
tity. Police have spoken of action against
dozens of profiles, with some briefings putting
the figure near 120, and have sought to have the
clips taken down. Police have named one man,
Ramashish Choudhary, as the person who
recorded the video or first put it online. Kumar
has been camping in Jamui since the clips sur-
faced. He said interrogation of Nandan Yadav
and Hareram Yadav after they are recovered
may produce more names. 

The exact size of the group was not clear from
the video alone, he said, but the men visible as
leading the assault are now in hospital custody.
Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Kumar Chaudhary
said the matter had been booked under POCSO
and that those found involved would 
face action.

FROM PAGE - 1
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THREYAMBAKA AB 
n Thiruvananthapuram

The Congress-led UDF
Government in Kerala on
Tuesday ordered a police
inquiry, based on a report
submitted by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
seeking action against former
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, his daughter Veena
T, and her husband, former
Minister PA Mohamed Riyas,
in the alleged Cochin Minerals
and Rutile Ltd (CMRL) bribery
case — a controversy popular-
ly referred to as the ‘Monthly
Payoff Case.’

Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala announced that
the State Government has
entrusted Director General of

Police (DGP) Ravada A
Chandrasekhar with conduct-
ing an inquiry into the ED’s
findings. Sources indicated
that the probe would be
carried out by the Crime
Branch wing of the State
police, without the immedi-
ate registration of an FIR.
The decision followed the
Government’s examination
of a legal opinion from the
Advocate General (AG), who
had left it to the State police
to determine the further
course of action on the ED’s
report. Chennithala said the
AG’s opinion was received
two days earlier, following
which he discussed the
matter with Chief Minister VD
Satheesan on Tuesday
morning, after which the

order assigning the inquiry to
the DGP was issued.

Explaining the legal basis,
Chennithala cited two
Supreme Court judgments —
one concerning the statuto-
ry obligation of law enforce-
ment agencies to act on infor-
mation received under
Section 66(2)  of  the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002,
and the Lalita Kumari judg-
ment, which permits a pre-
liminary inquiry in select cat-
egories of cases, including
corruption, where the infor-
mation does not clearly dis-
close a cognisable offence.
“Where a cognisable offence
is not clearly disclosed, a
preliminary inquiry can be
conducted to determine

whether one is revealed,” he
said, adding that the DGP
would now decide the further
course of the inquiry.

The ED had sent a 25-page
report to the State Police
Chief seeking registration of

an FIR under the Prevention
of Corruption Act. The agency
has alleged that Vijayan
received `3.28 crore in bribes
from CMRL in exchange for
extending Government
favours to the chemical firm,

and that `2.78 crore was fun-
nelled to Veena’s now-
defunct company, Exalogic
Solutions, under the guise of
“IT consultancy” retainer fees
that were reportedly never
actually delivered. The report
further al leges that
Mohamed Riyas helped route
the illicit funds abroad
through hawala channels to
accounts in Dubai.

The controversy traces
back to January 2019, when
Income Tax Department
raids on CMRL’s Kochi offices
uncovered fictitious busi-
ness expenses of `182 crore
accumulated over 15 years,
along with internal diaries
allegedly detailing unac-
counted cash payments to
politicians across both the

LDF and UDF. In August 2023,
the IT Department’s Interim
Board of Settlement classified
`1.72 crore in payments to
Exalogic as “illegal pay-
ments,” finding no evidence
of actual consultancy work
behind the invoices.

The case was subsequent-
ly handed to the Serious
Fraud Investigation Office
(SFIO) in January 2024, which
concluded the arrangement
was a fraudulent money-
transfer scheme and filed a
prosecution complaint in an
Ernakulam court in April 2025,
naming CMRL Managing
Director Sasidharan Kartha as
the primary accused and
Veena as the eleventh. The ED
subsequently registered a
money-laundering case, con-

ducting high-profile raids on
Vijayan’s residences in
Thiruvananthapuram and
Kannur in May 2026, and
questioning Veena in Kochi 
in June.

CPM State Secretary MV
Govindan dismissed the ED
report as a politically motivat-
ed attempt to fabricate a
false narrative. Vijayan’s sup-
porters have argued that
since the ED could not estab-
lish a direct case under the
PMLA despite extensive
searches, it is now attempt-
ing to shift the matter to
local law enforcement, noting
that earlier court judgments
had dismissed similar bribery
allegations for lack of con-
crete evidence linking specif-
ic favours to CMRL.

Probe ordered against Kerala ex-CM, family in CMRL case

ASHOKE RAJ  n New Delhi

Warning that global safety
remains inextricably linked to
regional stability, Pakistani
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
delivered a stark assessment
of his nation’s counterter-
rorism efforts on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly:
“If we hadn’t controlled our
terrorists, they would have
been roaming the streets of
New York or London.” 

The striking declaration
underscored Pakistan’s
central thesis as Sharif joined
nearly 130 world leaders in
New York for the high-level
segment of the 81st UN
General Assembly. The
annual gathering comes at a
precarious moment for
global security,  as the
ongoing US-Iran conflict,
Houthi strikes targeting Saudi
Arabia, and the devastating
war in Gaza continue to fuel
wider regional instability.
Pakistan has aggressively
sought to position itself as a
key mediator between
Washington and Tehran.
Islamabad’s diplomatic inter-
vention previously facilitated
negotiations that produced
the landmark Islamabad
Memorandum of
Understanding in June—an
agreement designed to estab-
lish a framework for ending
regional hostilities. However,
subsequent peace talks have
stalled in recent weeks amid
renewed military escalation
and sharp disagreements over
implementation.

In an official statement
released ahead of his general
debate speech on Sept. 25,
Sharif’s office confirmed that
the prime minister will use
the platform of the 193-

member assembly to high-
light Pakistan’s “active diplo-
matic and mediation efforts”
aimed at reducing regional
flashpoints. “In his address,
the prime minister will
present Pakistan’s position
on the evolving regional and
global security situation,
emphasizing the importance
of dialogue, diplomacy and
the peaceful resolution of
conflicts,” his office stated.

Beyond counterterrorism
and regional security, Sharif’s
address will  articulate
Islamabad’s policy stance on
sustainable economic devel-
opment, global climate
action, combating
Islamophobia, and address-
ing international economic
disparities. Sharif is also
expected to renew Pakistan’s
long-standing calls regarding
Palestine and the Kashmir
dispute, drawing direct par-
allels between the two issues.
He will call on the interna-
tional community to guaran-
tee both Palestinians and
Kashmiris their right to self-
determination. Throughout
the week, Sharif will partici-
pate in high-level side events
focused on climate resilience
and economic development,
alongside scheduled bilater-
al meetings with world
leaders and UN Secretary-
General António Guterres.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on
Tuesday said the state
Government would provide
immediate assistance to
farmers affected by the
current drought-like situa-
tion without waiting for
central aid.

He also announced the
formation of a Cabinet sub-
committee to take speedy
decisions on relief measures,
and stated that a preliminary
notification regarding the
drought situation will be
issued by Saturday. 

The sub-committee,
headed by Revenue Minister
Chandrashekhar Bawankule,
will have Cabinet powers,
Fadnavis said after a State
Cabinet meeting. Several
parts of Maharashtra, espe-
cially Marathwada and
Vidarbha, are passing
through long dry spells. The
Opposition has demanded
that the Government declare
drought immediately and
extend relief measures.

The Government has
directed officials to start con-
ducting panchnamas (assess-
ment of crop losses) from
Wednesday, Fadnavis said.
Soybean, maize and cotton
had suffered the most
damage, while paddy cultiva-
tion in the Konkan region had
also been affected, 
he said. He would visit areas
affected by drought-like con-
ditions from Wednesday and
had directed ministers and
public representatives to visit
affected areas and assess the

situation, Fadnavis said.  The
State would also send a pro-
posal to the Centre seeking
assistance for farmers under
the National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF)
norms, he said.

“Special attention will be
given to drinking water and
fodder for livestock,” the
Chief Minister said, adding
that planning would be
undertaken for the next
seven to eight months.

The drinking water supply
arrangements would be
planned in coordination with
municipal corporations,
municipalities and other local
self-Government bodies, he
said. The sub-committee
headed by Bawankule
includes Water Resources
and Disaster Management
Minister Girish Mahajan,
Water Supply and Sanitation
Minister Gulabrao Patil, Soil
and Water Conservation
Minister Sanjay Rathod,
Animal Husbandry Minister
Pankaja Munde, Agriculture
Minister Dattatray Bharne,
Rural Development Minister
Jaykumar Gore, Transport
Minister Pratap Sarnaik,
Cooperation Minister
Babasaheb Patil and Relief
and Rehabilitation Minister
Makarand Jadhav Patil,
among others.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Congress on Tuesday
alleged that a planned “mur-
derous attack” took place on
the convoy of  Assam
Congress president Gaurav

Gogoi and state in-charge
Bhupesh Baghel during cam-
paigning for the Nagaon Lok
Sabha bypoll, terming it a
“shameful attempt” by the
BJP to avert a likely defeat,
with the “tacit approval” of
the Election Commission.

The Opposition party also
questioned the Election
Commission’s “silence” over
such violence whi le
demanding a probe into the
incident. Congress general
secretary in charge of com-
municat ions ,  Ja iram

Ramesh, said the stone-
pelting incident targeting
the convoy of Baghel, Gogoi
and other Congress leaders
was not merely an isolated
event  but  a  “shameful
attempt” by the BJP – with
the tacit approval of the

Election Commission – to
avert a likely defeat in the
October 6 bypoll by resort-
ing to violence and intimi-
dating the voters and the
Congress.

“Under  the Modi
Government, the nation has

witnessed a double stan-
dard regarding the security
of Opposition leaders and
workers during elections –
spanning from Tripura and
West Bengal to Assam,”
Ramesh said a post in Hindi
on X.

Social media trolls Pak PM
over ‘our terrorists’ remark

Maharashtra CM promises
drought aid for farmers

Kerala former Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan AV MUZAFAR

Congress convoy attacked in Assam, party blames BJP, ECI

Pakistani PM Shehbaz Sharif 

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
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Vice President CP Radhakrishnan on Tuesday stressed
the need for judicious use and conservation of water,
saying an integrated approach involving river-basin
management, groundwater recharge, rainwater
harvesting and efficient irrigation is crucial amid
growing challenges posed by climate change,
urbanisation and population growth.

“Jal Suraksha will lead to Jan Suraksha and Rashtra
Suraksha (water security will lead to people’s security
and national security),” Radhakrishnan said, calling for
water resources to be conserved, stored, managed and
used wisely not only for present needs but also for
future generations. (PTI)

States Focus

WATER SECURITY WILL LEAD TO
NATIONAL SECURITY, SAYS VP

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday lauded the
rhino conservation efforts in the country and said the
Project Rhino has been initiated for financial and
technical support to the range States for protection,
habitat management, and understanding population
dynamics of the endangered species.

On the occasion of World Rhino Day, Modi said the
country celebrates the magnificent greater one-horned
rhinoceros and lauds all those at the forefront of its
protection.

“Assam now holds nearly 80 per cent of the world’s
rhino population and Kaziranga’s efforts to end rhino
poaching have been extensively appreciated,” he said in
a post on ‘X’.

The prime minister said on one hand, rhinos have
either returned or are well protected in parts of Bihar
and West Bengal, on the other hand, success of
reintroduction of rhinos in Dudhwa (Uttar Pradesh) is
creating history. (PTI)

PM MODI LAUDS CONSERVATION
EFFORTS ON WORLD RHINO DAY

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Polit Bureau of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) has strongly con-
demned the newly enacted
US Sanctions Act, character-
izing it as an aggressive
weaponization of interna-
tional trade that directly
threatens India’s economic
stability and foreign policy
sovereignty. In a official press
statement, the party urged
the Union Government to
reject the legislation and
defend the nation’s dignity
against foreign dictation.

The CPI(M) highlighted that
the new legislation equips
the US President with sweep-
ing authority to impose tariffs
of up to 100 per cent on
nations purchasing crude oil
and natural gas from Russia.
Terming the law a blatant vio-
lation of national sovereign-
ty, the Polit Bureau asserted
that Washington is attempt-
ing to arrogate to itself the
right to dictate global energy
transactions.

Expressing deep concern
over the domestic economic
impact, the left party warned
that India remains heavily
reliant on imported crude and
stands directly exposed to
these punitive measures.
Russia accounted for more
than 51 per cent of India’s
crude oil imports in July 2026.
The CPI(M) noted that forced
disruptions or costly supply
chain realignments would
inevitably escalate domestic
fuel prices, triggering wide-
spread inflation and severely
harming the livelihoods of
ordinary citizens. It further
pointed out that energy
imports from Iran have already
been interrupted due to exter-
nal geopolitical pressure.

AMIT KAUSHAL
n New Delhi

The Ministry of Finance has
issued an urgent appeal to
employees of Public Sector
Banks (PSBs) and Regional
Rural Banks (RRBs), urging
them to refrain from pro-
posed strike action and
ensure uninterrupted finan-
cial services for citizens. The
appeal comes after the
Government proactively
accepted one of the unions’
primary demands by
keeping the Performance
Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme in abeyance follow-
ing detailed discussions.

Despite this major conces-
sion, United Forum of Bank
Unions (UFBU) has said they
would go ahead with the
three-day nationwide strike
beginning September 28 to
press for a five-day work-
week, as a conciliation
meeting before the Deputy
Chief Labour Commissioner
on Tuesday remained incon-
clusive. The three-day disrup-
tion directly overlaps with
the vital half-yearly financial
closing on September 30,

threatening a five-day black-
out of public banking oper-
ations when combined with
the preceding weekend.

In a formal directive issued
on September 21, 2026, to the
leadership of all nationalised
banks, Joint Secretary
(Banking) Shalini Pandit high-
lighted the Government’s
dual approach of maintaining
dialogue while enforcing
strict operational readiness,
emphasising that bank man-
agement shall make all efforts
to persuade employees to
refrain from striking and
apprise them of recent
employee welfare measures,

while noting that any incident
of obstruction or restriction of
entry of non-striking employ-
ees into branches or critical
infrastructure may be dealt
with appropriately.

To minimise public dis-
ruption, the Department of
Financial Services (DFS) has
instructed banks to ensure
at least one branch per dis-
trict remains functional
using non-striking staff, pro-
bationers, or senior officers.
All employee leave from
September 24 through
September 30 has been can-
celled. The DFS is also liais-
ing with the Reserve Bank of

India (RBI) to keep branches
open over the weekend of
September 26 and 27, while
waiving inter-bank ATM fees
and increasing cash transac-
tion limits for Business
Correspondents (BCs).

To safeguard critical assets
— such as Currency Chests,
Data Centres, and Clearing
Centres — the DFS has enlist-
ed the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) to coordinate
local law enforcement and
maintain order. Banks have
been directed to document
any forceful closures using
CCTV and fi le First
Information Reports (FIRs)
against violators.

Highlighting past welfare
steps, including major salary
hikes, a 56 per cent increase
in the Staff Welfare Fund,
enhanced pensions, and
declaring 2nd and 4th
Saturdays as holidays in 2015,
the Government reiterated
that remaining Saturdays
are essential for public
banking access. Officials
urged unions to drop strike
action and resolve the
remaining request through
constructive dialogue.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Ekta Nagar (Gujarat)

President Droupadi Murmu
on Tuesday conferred the
72nd National Film Awards
for 2024 on top talents of
Indian cinema, with veteran
Kannada actor Anant Nag
receiving the prestigious
Dadasaheb Phalke honour,
and Yami Gautam,
Mammootty and Kartik
Aaryan as best actors. Hindi
feature film Article 370,
directed by Aditya Suhas
Jambhale, received the Best
Feature Film award.

The winners of the 72nd
National Film Awards were
announced earlier and
received their awards from
the President on Tuesday at
Ekta Nagar in Gujarat’s
Narmada district, with the
Statue of Unity providing a

magnificent backdrop.
Actor-turned-director

Randeep Hooda received the
Best Debut Film of a Director
award for Swatantrya Veer
Savarkar, while Rajkumar
Periasamy received the Best
Direction award for the Tamil
movie Amaran.

Yami Gautam received the
Best Actress in a Leading Role
award for Article 370, while
Mammootty and Kartik
Aaryan shared the Best Actor
in a Leading Role award for
Bramayugam and Chandu
Champion, respectively.

Bhangaar, directed and

produced by Sumira Roy,
received the Best Non-
Feature Film award, which
was accepted by Roy.

Sanjeev Shrivastava
received the Best Film Critic
award in Hindi from the
President.

Sachana Namidass
received the Best Actress in
a Supporting Role award for
the Tamil movie Maharaja,
while Ropashree Varkady
received the second Best
Actress in a Supporting Role
award for the Kannada
movie Mithya.

Maaran, directed by
Abhishek Jain, received the
Best Gujarati Film award.

Telugu film Pushpa: The
Rule Part-02 received the
Best Costume Design award,
while Bandreddi Sukumar
received the Best Screenplay
award for the film.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The US F-35 multi-role stealth
fighter jet, rated the most
advanced aircraft in the
world, will debut in India in
the multi-nation air exercise
‘Tarang Shakti.’ The second
edition of this exercise will be
held at the Jodhpur Air Force
Station from September 26 to
October 12.

Seven foreign nations will
participate in the prestigious
multilateral drill, IAF said
here on Tuesday.  The coun-
tries are the US, France,
Germany, Australia,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
the UAE.

The hosts will showcase
Rafale, Mirage-2000, Jaguar,
Tejas, MiG-29 and Su-30 MKI,
among other air assets,
during the exercise, which

aims to demonstrate the
country’s defence prowess
and provide a platform to
foster interoperability, the
IAF said in a briefing.

Among the global air forces,
the US stealth fighter F-35,
France’s Rafale, the UAE’s F-16
and Bangladesh’s C-130J will
display their “high-octane
joint tactical manoeuvres”
over two weeks at the Jodhpur
Air Force Station, the IAF said.

Though the F-35 had taken
part in Aero India 2025, it
would be on display at
Exercise Tarang Shakti for the
first time, officials said.

The mega exercise will take
place soon after the Veer
Guardian exercise – a bilater-
al air exercise between the air
forces of India and Japan
being held at the same venue
from September 9-22.

The maiden edition of the

exercise was held in 2024 in
two phases – at Sulur, Tamil
Nadu, and Jodhpur – in which
fighter aircraft from the UK,
Germany and France, among
other nations, took part.

At the briefing on Tuesday,
senior IAF officials made a PPT
presentation on the exer-
cise. Later, Vice Chief of Air
Staff, Air Marshal Ashutosh
Dixit, briefed and interacted
with media personnel.

“The scale and operational
output of Tarang Shakti 2024
was significant. Across the
two phases, 11 countries par-
ticipated with their air assets,
with 45 aircraft undertaking
76 missions, generating more
than 800 sorties and over a
thousand flying hours,” he
said. “This year, invitations
have been sent to 65 friend-
ly foreign countries,” the IAF’s
Vice Chief said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Tuesday
announced elections to 12
Rajya Sabha seats across Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
West Bengal on October 16.
The polls will cover 10 seats in
Uttar Pradesh, one in
Uttarakhand and a bypoll to
one seat in West Bengal.
Based on the present assem-
bly arithmetic, the BJP-led
alliance is expected to win
eight seats, while the
Samajwadi Party is projected
to secure two. The BJP’s
overall strength in the Rajya
Sabha is likely to increase by
one, with the party set to bag
the lone seat in West Bengal.

The BJP had eight of the 10
outgoing Uttar Pradesh seats,
while the Samajwadi Party
and the BSP held one seat
each. The results could leave
the BSP without representa-
tion in the Rajya Sabha, as the
party does not have the
numbers to retain Ramji
Gautam’s seat on its own. The
Rajya Sabha elections come
ahead of the Uttar Pradesh

Assembly polls due next year.
According to the ECI, the

notification will be issued on
September 29, nominations
can be filed until October 6
and counting will take place
on October 16.  In Uttar
Pradesh, the members retir-
ing include BJP leaders Arun
Singh, Geeta Shakya, Neeraj
Shekhar, Brijlal, BL Verma,
Seema Dwivedi and Hardeep
Singh Puri, Samajwadi Party
leader Ram Gopal Yadav and
BSP’s Ramji Gautam. Puri’s
continuation in the Union
Cabinet hinges on whether

the BJP nominates him again
for another term. The seat
held by former Uttar Pradesh
deputy chief minister Dinesh
Sharma has also been vacant
since September 11, when his
resignation took effect fol-
lowing his appointment as
lieutenant governor of the
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.

The BJP-led alliance has
around 290 MLAs in Uttar
Pradesh, while the SP-
Congress combine has about
103. A candidate needs
around 37 votes to win a

Rajya Sabha seat. The BJP
can comfortably win seven
seats, and the SP-Congress
combine can secure two. For
the final seat, the BJP is likely
to start with around 31 votes
against around 29 for the SP-
Congress side, giving the
ruling alliance an advantage.
The BSP managed to send
Gautam to the Rajya Sabha in
2020, when the BJP fielded
only eight candidates for 10
seats, enabling the BSP and
the SP to each elect one
member unopposed. The
results could leave the BSP
without representation in
the Rajya Sabha, as the party
does not have the numbers
to retain Ramji Gautam’s seat
on its own.The BSP currently
has no MLA in Uttar Pradesh
following the death of its
lone legislator, Uma Shankar
Singh, in August.

In Uttarakhand, BJP
member Naresh Bansal’s
term is coming to an end.
The West Bengal bypoll has
been necessitated by the
resignation of Rukmini
Mallik, popularly known as
actor Koel Mallick, on July 16.
The winner will serve the

remainder of her term,
which runs until April 2, 2032.

The ECI has also directed
Returning Officers to provide
integrated violet-colour
sketch pens of a specified
design for marking prefer-
ences on ballot papers.

BJP’s tally in the 245-
member Rajya Sabha reached
116 after three TMC MPs, who
had resigned, were re-elected
to House unopposed on BJP
tickets. The tally had increased
to 113 MPs in April after the
Aam Aadmi Party’s legisla-
ture unit in the House merged
with it. The BJP-led NDA has at
least 144 members in the
Rajya Sabha, excluding the
seven nominated members. A
party or a coalition needs the
support of 123 members to
command a majority in the
Upper House.

Meanwhile, in a separate
order, the ECI announced
biennial elections for 28 seats
in the Legislative Councils of
Bihar, Karnataka, Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh. Uttar
Pradesh will elect members
to 11 seats, comprising five
Graduates’ and six Teachers’
constituencies.

ECI announces Rajya Sabha polls across 3 States

Govt halts PLI scheme, urges bankers to drop strike

MOHIT KANDHARI 
n Jammu

Ahead of a 20-km symbolic padya-
tra announced by climate activist
Sonam Wangchuk, Ladakh Chief
Secretary Ashish Kundra said the
Centre and local representatives are
working on a new constitutional
framework under Article 371 to
provide safeguards tailored to the
Union Territory’s specific needs. 

In Leh, preparations are complete
for the day-long march on
September 23. 

Wangchuk scaled down an earlier
multi-day padyatra planned from
Kargil because of falling tempera-
tures and cold nights. The shortened
route will start from a stupa being
built by villagers in Kharoo in
memory of those killed last year. He
has called the event a tribute to
people who died, were injured or
jailed while seeking protection for
Ladakh’s environment, culture and
democratic institutions.  A martyrs’
day commemoration will follow on
September 24, the first anniver-

sary of the violence in which four
protesters were killed.

Since becoming a Union Territory
in 2019, Ladakh’s leaders have pressed
for stronger constitutional safe-
guards. Their core demands are
Statehood and inclusion under the
Sixth Schedule, which grants special
protections to tribal areas. The cam-
paign has been led by the Leh Apex
Body and the Kargil Democratic
Alliance. The groups have also sought
compensation for families of those
killed in last year’s violence and the

withdrawal of cases linked to the
protests. 

Ladakh Chief Secretary made the
statement during a consultative
meeting with members of civil society
from Ladakh on Monday. During the
meeting, he told participants that a
new framework is being worked
out under Article 371 to provide con-
stitutional safeguards suited to
Ladakh’s specific requirements.

According to an official statement
issued on Tuesday, Kundra said, “A
new model is being worked out

considering the aspiration of the
Ladakhis which does not exist any-
where else in the country.” He further
said that the draft would be discussed
in the next meeting proposed to be
held in the first week of October.

The meeting was convened to
discuss key administrative, develop-
mental, and political issues con-
cerning the Union Territory, includ-
ing constitutional safeguards, land
rights, employment, culture, environ-
ment, education, drug abuse, and
other matters of public importance.

Addressing the meeting, the Chief
Secretary expressed that there is a
broad agreement on the need for
constitutional protection for
Ladakh. He said, “The important
thing is that constitutional protec-
tion is required for Ladakh. The pro-
tection should cover our land,
employment, culture, environment
and natural resources.”

The interaction was attended by
prominent members of the commu-
nity representing diverse back-
grounds and sections of society,
including Palga Rinpoche, Deldan

Namgyal, Former MLA, Rigzin Dorjay
from the Ladakh Buddhist
Association, Mohd. Shafi from
Anjuman Moin-ul-Islam,  Dechen
Chamga from the Christian
Association, Morup Namgyal, Padma
Shri, Chewang Norphel, Padma Shri,
Honorary Captain Tashi Tsepel, Vir
Chakra, Tsewang Namgyal, Former
Ambassador, and Kunzes Dolma
from the Women’s Forum.

The meeting was also attended by
the Administrative Secretaries and
senior Government officials of the UT
Administration.

The Chief Secretary said that direct
elections to the proposed UT-level
body were among the key sugges-
tions emerging from the discussions.
Further steps, including consideration
of the proposed constitutional
amendment by Parliament, would
follow after consensus is reached on
the framework.  He also explained
that a separate legislation would sub-
sequently be required to provide
detailed provisions regarding the
powers, functions and institutional
arrangements of the proposed body.

US F-35 stealth fighter to join air exercise in Rajasthan President confers 72nd National Film Awards in Gujarat

CPI(M) condemns US
sanctions, urges Govt action

MOHIT KANDHARI 
n Jammu

The Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly once
again witnessed a high-
voltage drama between
Bharatiya Janata Party and
ruling National Conference
legislators on Tuesday over
commemorating the birth
anniversary of Maharaja Hari
Singh and Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah.

Soon after the House con-
vened on Tuesday,  Anantnag
West MLA Abdul Majeed
Larmi raised a point of order
seeking restoration of the
December 5 holiday on
Sheikh Abdullah’s birth
anniversary.

The ruling party legislator
said if Abdullah’s holiday is
not restored, the govern-
ment should also scrap the
holiday for Maharaja Hari
Singh’s birth anniversary on
September 23.

After the abrogation of
Article 370 in 2019, the Centre
withdrew the public holiday
on Sheikh Abdullah’s birth
anniversary and declared
Maharaja Hari Singh’s birth

anniversary a public holiday
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The demand triggered
uproar in the Assembly, with
the BJP members raising
slogans like “Maharaja Amar
Rahay” in support of
Maharaja Hari Singh and
accusing the NC of insulting
his legacy. NC legislators
responded with slogans like
“Sher-e-Kashmir Zindabad”
in support of Sheikh Abdullah.
As the House witnessed pan-
demonium over the issue, the
Speaker sought to maintain
order and continue the 
proceedings.

“Maintain discipline in the
House,” the Speaker told

members of both the ruling
party and the Opposition.

Meanwhile, BJP member 
RS Pathania said the ruling
party member was raising a
controversial issue in the
House. PDP legislator Waheed
Parra, however, said Larmi
had raised a legitimate issue,
adding that the government
should also restore the July 13
holiday.

Amid the noisy scenes, NC
MLA Mubarak Gul recalled the
reforms carried out during
Sheikh Abdullah’s tenure. Gul
said it is the NC’s stand that
December 5, the birth anniver-
sary of its founder, should be
restored as a holiday. 

Row over Sheikh, Maharaja holiday in J&K House

President Droupadi Murmu confers award for Best Actress in a Leading
Role on Yami Gautam Dhar for her performance as an intelligence officer
in the film ‘Article 370’ during the 72nd National Film Awards, at Kevadia,
in Narmada district, Gujarat PTI

US Air Force’s fighter aircraft F-35  PTI

J&K CM Omar Abdullah looks on as BJP and NC MLAs protest during the
autumn session of the union territory Assembly in Srinagar on Tuesday PTI

Ladakh Chief Secretary Ashish Kundra

File photo

New Article 371 model planned for Ladakh
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PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has issued a pointed
reminder to every State and
Union Territory: human traf-
ficking is not a low-level street
crime, and it is not only a crime
against women and girls.

In the advisory concerning
the countering of trafficking
in persons, the MHA has
instructed the police, labour
departments and field offi-
cers to regard trafficking as
organised exploitation which
knows no distinction regard-
ing gender, industry or geog-
raphy and to apply the new
criminal codes with suffi-
cient rigor to target the
financiers and organisers
who benefit from it.

The message is direct and
clear: identification protocols
need to cover all genders and
every industry at risk of
exploitation. This is not just a
bureaucratic step. 

For years, most attention
and rescue efforts have
focused on the sexual
exploitation of women and
children. Meanwhile, labour
trafficking of men and boys in
places like brick kilns, stone
quarries, and unregulated fac-
tories has often gone unre-
ported, rarely inspected, and
too often dismissed as simple
wage disputes.

The MHA now wants regular
and surprise inspections in
these high-risk workplaces.
Labour inspectors are being
asked to treat signs like coer-
cion, debt bondage, restricted

movement, and withheld
wages as indicators of traffick-
ing, not just problems with
informal jobs. Another change
involves the legal framework.

Investigators are now told
to use Section 111 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
against organised trafficking
networks, including those
who fund the trade and those
higher up than recruiters 
and transporters.

The Ministry says action
should go beyond just the
lowest-level offenders.
Sections 143 and 144 remain
the main trafficking offences,
and authorities are told to
seek the toughest penalties,

including life imprisonment
when minors or several
victims are involved. 

This approach is important
because if only the courier is
caught, the organisation can
keep operating. Using technol-
ogy is now essential. National
systems such as CCTNS and
Cri-MAC can identify migration
corridors and hotspots. 

Investigators need to collect
encrypted messages, finan-
cial records, and location data.
Electronic records are accept-
ed as primary evidence under
theBharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam. In trafficking
cases, searches and seizures
must be recorded on audio

and video. The lawrequires
collecting forensic evidence
during rescue operations, not
just as a best practice. Because
human traffickers now use job
ads, payment apps, and
encrypted chats, using only
paper files and slow raids
makes it easier for them 
to escape. 

Everyone involved must be
made accountable. Anti-
Human Trafficking Units
should have enough staff and
play an active part in investi-
gations, not just exist in name.

MHA has issued a strong
warning that officers who
fail to record information
concerning specified cogniz-
able trafficking offences may
be sent to prison under
section 199(c)  of  the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and
face disciplinary action from
their department.

The Centre has given the
law and digital tools, but it has
made it clear that real success
depends on State leadership.

Just because the docu-
ment is well written does not
mean the advisory will work.
Its real impact will be seen if
a boy trapped in a kiln is
treated as a victim, if raids
seize money instead of 
just arresting workers, and if
officers who ignore cases
face consequences.

Human trafficking grows
where the law only sees
some victims and some
offenders. This MHA advisory
highlights the need to look
more broadly and says the
State must be responsible
for the results.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi/Chandigarh

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Tuesday
searched the Greater Mohali
Area Development
Authority (GMDA) office in
Mohali and places linked to
IAS officer Vikas Garg, the
Principal Secretary for
Housing and Urban
Development in Punjab.
Officials said the operation
is part of a money-laun-
dering investigation under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Search teams also went
to locations in SAS Nagar,
Chandigarh, Ludhiana, and
Delhi. ED teams, along with
CRPF personnel, arrived at
the GMADA headquarters
in several vehicles.
Investigators sealed at least
three floors and collected
mobile phones from senior
officials while they checked
files. The searches focused
on records about land-use
permissions, property auc-
tions, external development
charges, interest waivers,
and alleged concessions
given to private builders
and developers.

The PMLA case is based on
Punjab Police reports alleg-
ing irregularities in GMADA’s
operations. Investigators
are reviewing plot and com-
mercial-site auctions, the
approval of change-of-land-
use permissions, and
waivers of external develop-
ment charges and interest
that developers were sup-

posed to pay. The agency is
checking if statutory dues
were reduced or avoided
and if official decisions led to
illegal profits. 

One main issue is an
alleged change-of-land-use
and fee-evasion case worth
about `150 crore. 

Projects being reviewed
include Suntec City in New
Chandigarh and other
private developments. The
ED says some developers got
CLU permissions and project
licences by submitting fake
farmers’ consent letters and
related documents. They
then used these permissions
to get GMADA licences and
RERA registration.

Promoters are accused
of taking large sums from
investors without complet-
ing the required sale deeds
or paying all statutory
charges. In May, the agency
had already searched about
a dozen places in Mohali
and Chandigarh connected

to Suntec City, promoter
Ajay Sehgal, ABS Townships,
Altus Space Builders, Dhir
Constructions,  and 
their associates.

During one search in
Kharar, cash was thrown
out of a high-rise flat.
Officials later claimed that
some intermediaries helped
builders who had not paid
their dues and tried to get
political protection for
unpaid GMADA fees.
Another issue is a reported
waiver of almost `40 crore
in non-construction charges
and penal interest on a 1.13-
acre food-court site in
Sector 62, Mohali. This site
was auctioned in 2015 at a
reserve price of `32.50 crore.

Investigators have
reviewed engineering
reports on whether the land
was free of legal issues and
suitable for development. 

The ED has called in
current and former GMADA
chief engineers and asked

for the full file from the 2015
auction to now. The agency
has also questioned senior
officials from the Housing
and Urban Development
Department, including
former Chief Secretary
AnuragVerma, who led the
department when several
disputed decisions 
were made.

Officials have asked
GMADA for records on CLU
fi les,  colony l icences,
approval  notes,  EDC
ledgers, and financial deal-
ings with developers for
projects approved over
several years. 

Tuesday’s searches at
the authority’s office and
places l inked to the
Principal Secretary show a
shift  from earl ier  
actions against builders
and intermediaries to
focusing on the official
records themselves.

Investigators want to
ascertain how land-conver-
sion, auction, and waiver
decisions were made and
whether they led to 
money laundering. 

No arrests were reported
right after Tuesday’s opera-
tion. Investigators will
compare documents taken
from GMADA and related
offices with earlier evidence
and statements.

The agency is still exam-
ining both alleged 
investor fraud by private
developers and the role
public authorities played
in providing regulatory and
financial relief.

ED raids IAS officer in money-laundering probeMHA pushes against human trafficking

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Mumbai

Four days after IIT Bombay
student Sahil Wakode died by
suicide after he was alleged-
ly caught using ChatGPT
during an examination, the
Mumbai Police Crime Branch
is analysing CCTV footage
from the exam hall and
hostel, for a timeline of events
leading up to his death.

IIT Bombay Faculty Forum
president Rajkumar Pant said
22-year-old Sahil had not
approached the institute’s
SC/ST cell with any com-
plaint in the recent past.

Sahil, a second-year B Tech
student in the Department of
Energy Science and
Engineering, was found
hanging in his hostel room
on the Powai campus on
September 18 evening, hours
after being caught allegedly
using a mobile phone to

access ChatGPT during a mid-
semester examination.

The IIT Bombay has initiat-
ed replacement of ceiling fans
with wall-mounted fans after
Sahil’s death, sources familiar
with the development said.
The image of a batch of wall-
mounted fans arriving at the

campus as part of ‘renovation
work’ has gone viral on social
media. Sahil’s death case was
transferred to the Crime
Branch on September 19.
According to officials, CCTV
cameras inside the examina-
tion hall captured Sahil’s
movements before a profes-

sor approached him and led
him away from other stu-
dents after he was allegedly
caught copying.

Subsequent footage
showed Sahil walking across
the campus to his hostel
room after exiting the exam-
ination hall. He was not seen
leaving his room thereafter,
an official said. 

The student was later
found dead inside his hostel
room. Investigators are com-
piling and cross-referencing
camera feeds from multiple
locations across the insti-
tute to map his movements
and reconstruct the
sequence of events preced-
ing the incident.

The IIT Bombay on Monday
removed Suryanarayana
Doolla as the dean of
Administrative Affairs follow-
ing protests by students and
political activists over Sahil’s
suicide, which led to a case of

abetment and caste discrim-
ination registered against
him.An official declined to
comment on reports that
the CCTV footage shows

Doolla questioning Sahil after
appearing to notice him
looking at something in his
pocket, before taking him
aside from other students.

IIT suicide case: Crime Branch scans CCTV footage from exam hall, hostel

Security beefed up outside the IIT Bombay campus in Mumbai PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Mumbai

The parents of IIT Bombay
student Sahil Wakode on
Tuesday said they have faith
in the administration and
the Constitution that their
son, who died by suicide last
week, will get justice.

Ravindra Wakode, Sahil’s
father, said, “The accused in
the case should be ques-
tioned and arrested. Only
after the arrest will every-
thing come out.”

“Sahil was a bright student.
Cracking the JEE Advanced
exam is not an ordinary
achievement. Look at his All
India rank,” he said.
Allegations that he cheated in
the JEE Advanced exam are
baseless. This is an attempt to
divert the matter, he said. He
demanded that the accused

in the case be arrested.
Sahil ’s mother Sonali

Wakode told reporters, “I am
a mother and a teacher. I
have lost my child, and only
a mother can understand
how much pain I am going
through.” “Please ensure that
he gets justice. I know how
talented my child was. I
appeal to all of you with
folded hands and beg you to
give my child justice,” 
she said.

We have faith in Constitution,
says Sahil Wakode’s parents

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Hyderabad

Three infants died after a fire broke out in
the Special Newborn Care Unit (SNCU) of the
State-run RIMS in Adilabad district, police
and district officials said on Tuesday.

The fire occurred on the intervening night
of Monday and Tuesday after the air-con-
ditioner burst, they said.

The 27 infants undergoing treatment in
the unit, were shifted to different private
hospitals, where one pre-term baby was
declared brought dead, while two others
died on Tuesday.

“Twenty infants are still admitted in dif-
ferent hospitals while four others were
taken to their homes by their parents
after their condition became stable,” a
senior police official said.

The health condition of all the children
is being monitored continuously, they
said. The exact details of the incident, includ-
ing cause of fire, would be known after an
enquiry, they said. It is suspected that the
air-conditioner exploded due to malfunc-

tioning, the official said based on prelimi-
nary investigation.The fire was extinguished
by fire personnel, he said.

Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy, who expressed grief over the inci-
dent at Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS), directed officials to provide
advanced medical care to those 
undergoing treatment.

He instructed officials to submit a report
after conducting an enquiry into the inci-
dent and to take measures to prevent such
tragedies in future. 

Three infants die after fire breaks

out at Govt hospital in Telangana

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh Police
has introduced a detailed
social media policy for its
personnel, focusing on data
security,  professional
conduct and responsible use
of digital platforms.

The 24-point “MP Police
Social Media Guideline-2026”
has been issued by Director
General of Police Kailash
Makwana and will be applic-
able to personnel across
police stations, armed police
units, training institutions,
Police Headquarters and
other departments. The new
guidelines specifically restrict
police personnel from

uploading confidential
Government documents or
sensitive information on arti-
ficial intelligence tools such

as ChatGPT and Gemini.
Officers and employees have
been directed not to scan,
screenshot or share any

Government document con-
taining confidential or secu-
rity-related information on
social media platforms or 
AI applications.

The guidelines also prohib-
it sharing details of sensitive
assignments, operational
activities or locations online.
Personnel posted at sensitive
workplaces have been
advised to keep location ser-
vices and geo-tagging fea-
tures disabled while using
social media. 

The department has
placed restrictions on
posting reels, photographs,
videos and audio clips while
wearing police uniforms or
during official duties if such
content affects the dignity of

the force. Any inappropri-
ate content already uploaded
has been ordered to be
removed immediately.

Police personnel have also
been barred from sharing
visuals related to weapons
training, firing exercises,
raids, drills and other sensi-
tive operations on social
media platforms. 

The move aims to prevent
disclosure of operational
details and maintain securi-
ty protocols. The guidelines
further regulate monetisa-
tion and personal publicity
on digital platforms. Without
prior Government approval,
police personnel cannot
create social media accounts
for paid promotions, com-

mercial activities or income
generation. Promotion of
personal businesses, com-
panies, products or services
through official or personal
social media accounts has
also been prohibited.

The order states that such
activities would amount to a
violation of Rule 16 of the
Madhya Pradesh Civil
Services Conduct Rules.
Personnel or their depen-
dents earning income
through social media plat-
forms have been instructed
to submit complete details to
the department within 30
days. The guidelines also
emphasise that achieve-
ments of the police depart-
ment should be highlighted

as collective achievements of
the force and not as individ-
ual publicity. Officers have
been restricted from making
comments on Government
decisions, departmental
functioning or senior offi-
cers that could affect the
dignity of their position.

The use of political party
logos,  organisational
symbols or symbols of
protest as profile pictures has
also been prohibited.
Personnel cannot participate
in online polls or voting
through official  police
accounts without permis-
sion. The department has
directed all units to ensure
strict implementation of the
new guidelines.

MP police issue 24-point social media guidelines focusing on data security, conduct

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

Gone are the days when Bengal was not
called to the ball. With no communists
or Mamata Banerjee around the State is
expecting big ticket investments in
days to come, West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Tuesday said. 

Euphoric after Monday’s talks with
Reliance Industries chief Mukesh
Ambani the Chief Minister said that the
State was expecting “big visionary
investments” that would not only
bring thousands of jobs but also put the
region’s moribund economy back 
on track.

Adhikari who on Monday evening
met Mukesh Ambani and his son Anant
Ambani in their Mumbai residence
said “expect huge visionary invest-
ment in Bengal... The communists and
Mamata Banerjee did great harm to the
State’s economy... Thank God they are
gone... Now the entire country is ready
to see investments coming to the
State... Now Bengal will get what it truly
deserves... Wait for some time and you
will see how things unfold before

you.” The Chief Minister was on a two
day tour of North Bengal.

Referring to his whirlwind trip to the
Antilia on Monday evening said,
“earlier I was invited by the Ambani
family during the Ganesh Puja but I
could not make it... So I visited yester-
day and received a warm reception
and had dinner with the family where
a lot of things were discussed,” adding
“we are expecting big visionary invest-
ment in Bengal.”

He however would not dwell on
reported investment proposals by the

Ambanis in Vantara (animal rescue
centre) project in North Bengal or
Purulia or Bankura district  in
Jangalmahal area. 

“Wait. please hold patience... You will
see with your own eyes when things
start coming... We have received com-
mitment from all quarters,” he said
adding he was also scheduled to have
meeting with the Adanis top functionar-
ies of the group come to Kolkata
during a ground breaking ceremony of
a proposed 2000 bed hospital at
Rajarhat New Town area. The founda-
tion laying ceremony is likely to be held
on Thursday.

Apart from the Vantara project the
State was expecting investment in
semiconductor hub and other IT related
areas of the State. Apart from the
Ambanis the chairman of Aditya Birla
group Kumar Mangalam Birla to had
expressed his desire to invest in the
State,Bengal BJP chief Samik
Bhattacharya earlier said. “Soon there
may be a meeting between the Chief
Minister and Kumar Mangalam Birla ,”
Bhattacharya said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

You can rest assured that
tuna caught along the Indian
coast is safe to eat for its
health benefits. This green
light is from the ICAR-Central
Marine Fisheries Research
Institute(ICAR-CMFRI)  after
reports indicating parasites in
this species of fish.

It said tuna caught along
the Indian coast do not show
any harmful parasite infesta-
tion and are safe to consume
as a healthy diet.

CMFRI advised consumers
not to avoid tuna or other
commercially available fish
solely based on reports of par-
asitic infections detected in
fish from a particular region.
The advisory came in the
wake of reports highlighting
the presence of parasites in
skipjack tuna based on a
study conducted on fish from
the Atlantic Ocean off Brazil.

“Scientists at CMFRI examine
fish, including skipjack tuna, as
part of fish biology studies and
observe fish for abnormalities
and parasites whenever nec-
essary. The fish examined do
not show external manifesta-
tions of harmful parasitic”,
said Dr Grinson George,
Director of the institute.

West Bengal set for big investments, says Adhikari ICAR-CMFRI
confirms Indian
coast tuna 
safe to eat

New Delhi : Pan-IIT Alumni

India has issued a formal

statement of grief after the

recent death of a student at

IIT Bombay. The organisation,

which represents alumni of

all 23 Indian Institutes of

Technology, offered

condolences to the family

and said it stood with the IIT

Bombay community. The

statement stressed that IIT

campuses should remain

places of study, respect and

common purpose. It asked

students, teachers,

administrators and alumni to

talk through disagreements

with fairness and empathy,

and to protect the dignity of

every person on campus.

Pan-IIT described the IIT

system as a national asset

whose value depends on

cohesion and a steady focus

on academic quality. At a

tense moment, it said, the

community should set aside

division and work to protect

the standing of the institutes

in India and abroad. 

The group said it would

keep supporting efforts that

help campuses grow in a

balanced way and that fit

the long-term national goal

of a developed India by

2047. It closed by urging the

IIT family to build

institutions that are both

internationally competitive

and humane. (PNS )

IIT ALUMNI BODY MOURNS IIT BOMBAY DEATH



Recently, a message was forwarded to me about solu-
tions to various ailments and diseases. According to it,
diseases are psychosomatic in nature. This means that
they are generated in the mind and the result is shown
in the body. It was suggested that the body and mind
should be studied together to understand the disease
phenomenon. We don’t have to go into the veracity of
this statement in totality, but it is clear that many phys-
ical diseases result from stress and worry. The solution
suggested was in capital letters: LEARN TO MEDITATE
DAILY. This is what caught my attention, because it is the
perfect solution to all problems, diseases and otherwise.

How meditation helps can be understood by learning
about God, mind, body and diseases. Beginning with God,
we know that God is omnipresent, omnipotent and omni-

scient. We also know that God is the Creator of what all
we see, which includes our body and mind. What most
don’t realise is that we are souls — parts of God (The
Bhagavad-Gita 15.7). This means that there is an eternal
relationship between us souls and God — ‘Anshi’ (the
Whole). Surely, God is prepared to accept us whenever
we approach Him sincerely (9.30). Not only that, God is
prepared to help us tackle all problems, including dis-
eases, if we develop God consciousness (18.58). Presently,
we have material consciousness, that is, I am a mater-
ial body and the subtle mind.

This is where our problem really lies. Our body is
made up of five gross elements, which are earth, water,

fire, air and ether (7.4). Then, there is the subtle body
made up of mind, intelligence and ‘ahankar’ (ego) (7.4).
The mind is the leader of the eyes, ears, tongue, nose
and the sense of touch (15.7 & 8). This mind is very dif-
ficult to control (6.34). But it can be controlled by taking
shelter of God in all respects (18.62) by practising med-
itation. Then only, it acts as a friend; otherwise, it
remains an enemy (6.6).

Before I take up meditation, let us understand what
diseases are. They are of two types: physical and
mental. Medical science is very useful in treating phys-
ical diseases through proper investigation and med-
ication. Such diseases are of a temporary nature (2.14)
and are the results of punishments for impious acts
done in the past.

This brings us to meditation. What is it? To my under-
standing, it is simply to create a good connection with
God, like looking at a manifestation of God and gently
chanting His name. Isn’t He everything to all intents
and purposes, being omniscient and omnipotent?
Doesn’t God know us inside and out (13.2)? He surely
knows what my problem is, diseases included. Isn’t He
the best to guide and help me? This is exactly what is
happening with me in my life in the recent past. I have
no idea how this person came up with the perfect solu-
tion, but I can vouch for it because it works every time.
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tion. Achieving a target of this magnitude
requires a combination of national targeted
skilling initiatives and systemic shifts within
academia, which must be anchored in a rigor-
ous definition of what AI proficiency entails.

Here is the core of the problem. A student
can pass a machine-learning paper and
remain unable to solve a real problem with
AI. Capability is built in four stages: under-
standing the concepts, using the tools com-
petently, building applications that work, and
finally solving problems no one has pre-
solved. Most programmes deliver the first two
and stop. The economic value sits almost
entirely in the last two. Closing that distance
is not a curriculum exercise; it is closer to
coaching, and it requires students to spend
sustained time with practitioners, on messy
problems, with the freedom to fail on a
project without it wrecking a grade.

Three institutional changes would do most
of the work. Curricula must be designed with
industry, not merely shown to it. The partners
are already at the door: more than 90 per cent
of India’s leading Global Capability Centres work
with universities on talent pipelines and joint
research. That relationship should be convert-
ed from guest lectures into something struc-
tural; practitioners sitting on curriculum com-
mittees, sponsored laboratories, live industry
problems set as coursework, and engineers
from those firms co-evaluating final projects.
Where syllabus revision cycles run to several
years, they must be shortened. A curriculum
that cannot be updated annually cannot teach
this subject. Faculty must be kept current, and
funded to stay that way. No department can
teach beyond the experience of its teachers.
Industry immersion, sabbaticals into technol-
ogy firms and continuous upskilling should be
treated as core institutional expenditure and
built into approval norms, not left to individ-
ual initiative. This is the least glamorous of the

three changes and probably the most decisive.
Assessment must measure what students can
build. Employers have already moved: approx-
imately 40 per cent now say they prefer
demonstrable AI skills or certifications to a
degree. Universities should follow, giving
formal academic weight to working prototypes,
deployed applications, portfolios and research
output. Assessment ultimately determines
what institutions teach and what students
trouble to learn. Reform it, and curriculum and
pedagogy follow on their own.

At the same time, a monitoring framework
must shift from auditing infrastructural inputs-
such as enrolment figures or tool availabili-
ty-to quantifying graduates’ demonstrable pro-
ficiency in executing AI deployments. We must
define success by the substantive results of
applied student innovation, ensuring our
colleges are measured not by the volume of
their recruitment, but by the calibre of their
creative output.  AI is reshaping manufactur-
ing, electronics, energy, biotechnology and
aerospace, and our ambitions in semiconduc-
tors, space and clean energy will need engi-
neers who can work across disciplines and
niche skills such as designing chips. India, as
the Prime Minister has said, “must not merely
consume technology but create it”. What is
needed is another UPI moment, this time with
AI. UPI showed that India can drive a techno-
logical transition at a national scale by setting
a common architecture and a clear direction
rather than a uniform template. Engineering
education needs precisely that: industry-
aligned curricula, practitioner-led teaching,
applied projects, real apprenticeships and
portfolio-based assessment.

The first revolution was built on scale, and
India delivered it. The second will be built on
capability. An engineering degree takes four
years; the demand is here now. The arithmetic
leaves us no room for delay.

Editor’s

United Russia has won again. With nearly all ballots counted,
Vladimir Putin’s party polled 57.83 per cent, up from 49.8
per cent in 2021, and is set for about 355 of the 450 Duma
seats, up from 324.

That is a two-thirds constitutional majority and the biggest
haul in the party’s history. Turnout was 59.3 per cent. Putin
had cast the vote as a test of support for the war in Ukraine.
The Kremlin will now call the result an answer. It was not an
election in any sense that matters. A real election is a contest
whose outcome is unknown until the votes are counted. This
one was settled before polling opened.

In August, the Supreme Court struck the liberal Yabloko
party’s national list off the ballot, removing the only
registered party that openly opposed the war. All ten parties
left standing back it. Golos, Russia’s only independent
election monitor, shut down in 2025 after its co-chair, Grigory
Melkonyants, was jailed for five years. OSCE observers were
not invited. Voting stretched over three days, with electronic
ballots in 33 regions, and Yabloko reported detained
observers and Moscow voters being refused paper ballots.
Polls were also run in occupied Ukrainian territory, which the
EU has called a sham.

The Communists took 13.81 per cent, the LDPR 8.98 and
New People 7.96. On paper, that is pluralism. In practice,
these parties vote with United Russia on the big questions.
They exist to make the ballot look crowded, not to offer a
different government. That is how democracy works in
Russia: the forms are kept and the substance is removed.

The missing ingredient is uncertainty. The Duma does not
check the presidency; it stamps its decisions. Putin is not
even a member of United Russia, which lets him stand above
the machine he runs.

Now, what happens when he goes? Putin turns 74 next
month. His term runs to 2030, and the 2020 constitutional
changes let him stay until 2036, when he would be 83. No
rival has been allowed to grow, so there is no obvious heir.
The constitution makes Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin the
interim president, yet security-elite insiders see him as an
outsider. Names such as Alexei Dyumin, the Security Council
secretary and former bodyguard, keep circulating.

The pool is small, drawn from men who share Putin’s
background and his fears. The new supermajority is
succession insurance. A Duma this pliant can bless whatever
the inner circle agrees, from a handpicked heir to a rewritten
rulebook. The danger is not a democratic transition. It is a
scramble between clans when the arbiter leaves, in a country
strained by a war now in its fifth year, whose voters have
never been asked to choose.

India, whose defence and energy ties with Moscow run
deep, cannot treat this as somebody else’s problem.
Personalised systems are most fragile at the moment they
change hands. Delhi should deal with Moscow’s institutions
today and plan for the day the man at the top is gone.

Vladimir Putin’s party has won with a record majority, but
the big question hanging over his political system is: how

will power be transferred when he leaves the Kremlin?

Russia’s election: Putin
wins, but succession looms

Caste cannot be erased from campuses
A few statements I heard in the aftermath of the suicide
of Sahil Wakode, a Dalit student at IIT Bombay, attested
to the existence of caste in minds and on campuses. One
callous TV anchor expressed the view that the bereaved
family was translating their grief into making false alle-
gations of caste discrimination. One self-righteous pro-
fessor, on the aforesaid anchor’s show, claimed credit for
banning the revelation of the ranks of students lest they
reveal the communities of students.

Blaming the victim is the easiest thing to do, but it is
avoidable and unjustified when the circumstances of his
death are still shrouded in mystery and under investiga-
tion. “Looking at an object in his pocket” was the most
that the management of the institute could come out with
as incriminating evidence against the victim driven to the
extreme step. There must be something really wrong with
IIT Bombay for as many as suicides to occur in a short span
of time. One thing is undeniably true students from lower-
caste backgrounds can find IITs and other prestigious insti-
tutions, often perceived as preserves of privileged classes,
‘alien’ and even ‘hostile’. This reality must prompt the
Government and wider civil society to protect and
nurture vulnerable students from marginalised commu-
nities and ensure an inclusive campus environment.

G DAVID MILTON I MARUTHANCODE 

Political discourse needs equal standards
The controversy over comedian Pulkit Mani’s mimicry of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the ‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’
event in Indore has once again raised questions about the
standards of political discourse in India. The performance
drew sharp criticism from BJP leaders, who accused the
Congress and Rahul Gandhi of insulting the Prime
Minister, while Congress defended it as satire and
mimicry. Political satire is a legitimate form of expression
in a democracy, but public debate should also leave room
for dignity and restraint. The same standards should apply
regardless of which political leader is being mocked or
criticised. Over the years, Indian political discourse has
witnessed personal remarks and sharp exchanges involv-
ing leaders across parties. Such language may generate
headlines, but it also risks lowering the quality of public
debate and shifting attention away from substantive issues.

Political parties and their leaders have a responsibili-
ty to distinguish criticism of policies and public conduct
from personal attacks. If satire is defended as free
expression, that principle should not depend on politi-
cal affiliation.

India’s democratic culture is strengthened not by silenc-
ing criticism, but by ensuring that disagreement remains
respectful, consistent and focused on public issues.

BIDYUT KUMAR CHATTERJEE | FARIDABAD
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Artists work on ‘Ek Chala Thakur’, a traditional style of Durga Puja idol ahead of
the Durga Puja festival, at Bolpur, in Birbhum district, West Bengal. PHOTO: PTI
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As artificial intelligence raises productivity and changes the skills employers demand, the old model of hiring large numbers of
graduates and training them on the job is beginning to lose its relevance. The next phase of India’s technology story will

therefore depend less on producing more engineers and more on transforming how they are taught, trained and assessed

Engineering India’s next engineer

The writer is a Member of
Parliament (Rajya Sabha) and

former Foreign Secretary of India

Voter deletions need greater transparency
The ongoing revision of electoral rolls in Delhi has raised
serious concerns about the possibility of eligible
voters being left out. The Election Commission has
issued notices to lakhs of electors over discrepancies
in their details, including mismatches with earlier
records. A voter’s right to participate in an election is
fundamental, and the process of verification must there-
fore be transparent, accessible and fair. While the Delhi
Chief Electoral Officer has clarified that receiving a notice
does not mean that a voter’s name will be deleted, the
concerns of citizens who have received such notices
cannot be dismissed.

The Election Commission must ensure that every eli-
gible voter is given a clear reason for any discrepancy
and a reasonable opportunity to provide documents
and seek correction. The process should be simple
enough for ordinary citizens to understand and follow.

The draft electoral roll must also be carefully checked
by voters. Those whose names are missing can seek
inclusion through Form 6 during the claims and objec-
tions period. Electoral rolls must be accurate, but accu-
racy and inclusion must go hand in hand. No eligible
citizen should lose the opportunity to vote because of
an unexplained or easily correctable discrepancy.

YASH PAL RALHAN | JALANDHAR

AJIT KUMAR
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India’s technology sector will cross $315 billion
in revenue this financial year, growing at 6.1 per
cent. Its workforce will grow at 2.3 per cent.
Revenue and headcount, which moved togeth-
er for three decades, have begun to separate, and
that single divergence defines the task before our
engineering colleges. India’s emergence as a
global software powerhouse stands as a defin-
ing achievement of the last 25-30 years. The
current transition towards AI represents the next
phase of this unfolding developmental trajecto-
ry. Rather than a departure from our legacy, it chal-
lenges the same foresight that anchored the
industry’s inception.

The industry that built modern Indian IT
recruited graduates in bulk and trained them in-
house, absorbing the distance between what col-
leges taught and what clients needed, forming
a hand-holding safety net. It employs nearly six
million people and carries a generation into the
middle class. But that model depended on
growth being linear in headcount. As AI raises
output per engineer, firms will hire fewer people
and expect far more of each one.

Capacity is not our constraint. The All-India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE)
approved 15.98 lakh engineering seats this year,
and enrolment is at an eight-year high. The con-
straint is capability: by the Ministry of Electronics
& Information Technology’s estimate, only
about 16 per cent of India’s IT professionals are
AI-skilled. We are not short of engineers. We are
short of engineers who can build with these
technologies.

According to the Competition Commission of
India, the global AI market has surged from $103.6
billion in 2020 to nearly $289 billion today. Buoyed
by deliberate policy, India’s own AI economy has
grown from $2.97 billion to $7.63 billion over the
same period, on a trajectory to reach $131.31 billion
by 2032 at a 42.2 per cent annual clip. With ana-
lysts projecting 2.73 million new technology jobs
by 2028, our difficulty is not a scarcity of oppor-
tunity either. The ̀ 10,371.92-crore IndiaAI Mission
has taken national common compute past
38,000 GPUs, available at roughly `65 per GPU-
hour, alongside several hundred open datasets.
That capacity was built for students and
researchers as much as for start-ups. Ensuring that
every engineering department knows how to
access it is the lowest-cost, highest-return inter-
vention available to us today.

The Prime Minister’s announcement on  August
15, that one crore youth will be trained in AI skills
over the next year sets the right order of ambi-

Spiritual solution to mental and physical ailments

HARSH
VARDHAN 

SHRINGLA 

Karna was known through the kingdom for one vow - he
would never refuse anyone who came to him with a
request, no matter the cost. The gods decided to test this.
Indra, disguised as a poor Brahmin, approached Karna at
dawn and asked for his Armor and Earrings, the very pro-
tection fused to his body since birth, making him invinci-
ble in battle.

Those around him begged him to refuse. He knew exactly
who stood before him, and what surrendering that Armor
would cost him in the war ahead. Still, he peeled it from
his own skin and handed it over, saying only that a broken
vow would wound him more deeply than any battle ever
could.

We rarely face tests so extreme, but we do face smaller
versions daily, a moment to help when it's inconvenient,
to give without checking what we'll get in return. Real gen-
erosity is not what we give when it costs us nothing. It is
what we give when it costs us something, and we give it
anyway.

Today, do one thing for someone that asks nothing in
return, not even their thanks.

— DAIV

Karna, Who Gave 
Without Asking Why



Forty-six million
Indian women
over fifty have
osteoporosis. Not
because their
bodies failed
them. Because we
taught them that
small was beauti-
ful, and they lis-
tened.

I was one of them, or nearly. There was a period
in my life when I was skinny. Not lean, not athlet-
ic, skinny. And everywhere I went, people told me
I looked wonderful. Colleagues, relatives, acquain-
tances at parties-the compliments came freely.
What nobody could see was that my nutrition was
so poor that my bones were fracturing under the
load of training. I was breaking, quietly, on the
inside. But I looked great. So nobody was worried.

Then I started lifting seriously. I gained muscle.
My posture changed, my performance changed,
my health transformed in ways I could measure
and feel. And the comments changed too. “She’s
looking bulky.” “Too masculine.” The same people
who had praised my fragility now questioned my
strength. That experience taught me something
no coaching certification ever could: India has a
profound, deeply ingrained problem with what we
believe a woman’s body is supposed to look like.
And that problem is quietly driving women out of
sport and into a healthcare crisis.

“I was breaking on the inside. But I looked great.
So nobody worried.”

Let’s be honest about where these standards

come from. Bollywood has, for decades, served as
India’s most powerful mirror and its most pow-
erful distortion. The ideal is consistent: slim,
toned but never muscular, achieved through a full-
time team of nutritionists, trainers and dieticians
that most Indian women will never have access
to. The look is presented as aspirational. The
machinery behind it remains invisible.

When ordinary women, students, profession-
als and mothers attempt to replicate that look
without the infrastructure, what they replicate
instead is the restriction. The skipping of meals.
The obsession with the scale. The quiet hostility
towards their own bodies when those bodies
refuse to comply. And sport, which demands that
a body be capable rather than decorative, becomes
the first casualty.

Girls who were built to run, lift and compete
instead learn to shrink. And we call it discipline.

To be fair, there are moments when the indus-
try rises to the occasion. When Priyanka Chopra
trained to play Mary Kom, something shifted on
screen. That portrayal, compact, powerful, utterly
purposeful, did not try to make an athlete glam-
orous. It made athleticism itself the point. The body
was not decorative. It was functional, fierce, and
took up space unapologetically.

Farhan Akhtar’s transformation for Bhaag
Milkha Bhaag gave audiences a rare glimpse of
what a body built for performance looks like: taut,
efficient, devoid of vanity.

These portrayals matter. They tell young women
that a strong body is a worthy body. That muscle
is not masculinity. The tragedy is that they remain
exceptions, brief flashes of authenticity in an indus-

try that otherwise dedicates enormous resources
to teaching women to become smaller. The
athlete’s body is celebrated when it serves a story.
Then the story ends, and the diet content returns.

The current fitness movement in urban India has
brought something genuinely positive: millions of
women are moving their bodies in ways they
weren’t a generation ago. Pilates, yoga, walking
clubs, dance fitness-the culture is shifting, and that
deserves recognition. Pilates, in particular, builds
core stability and body awareness that most of us
need. This is not an argument against any of it.

But a hierarchy is forming, and it is not neutral.
Pilates and yoga are considered elegant, feminine,
acceptable. Strength training-barbells, kettlebells,
heavy deadlifts-still carries a quiet stigma of the
unfeminine. And this distinction is not trivial,
because when it comes to what your body will
need at fifty and sixty, the science is unambigu-
ous. According to a peer-reviewed study in the

International Journal of Women’s Health, approx-
imately 46 million Indian women over fifty have
osteoporosis, and Indian women suffer osteoporot-
ic fractures ten to twelve years earlier than their
Western counterparts. The causes are well docu-
mented: poor calcium intake, widespread vitamin
D deficiency, and a lifetime of being discouraged
from building the one thing that could have pro-
tected them: muscle.

Research confirms that just two hours of
strength training per week measurably improves
bone mineral density. No filter achieves that.
Shrinking does not achieve that.

“What if the body everyone complimented you
on was the most dangerous one you ever had?”

This is not an argument against being slim. Lean
bodies can be exceptionally powerful; some of the
finest endurance athletes on earth carry minimal
mass. The problem is not any particular body type.
The problem is what we have decided bodies are
for. When the only measure of a woman’s body
is how it looks rather than what it can do, we have
failed her completely. A woman who deadlifts has
built something that will protect her spine for
decades. A woman who trains with kettlebells
develops coordination, grip strength and cardio-
vascular capacity simultaneously. A woman who
plays sport is investing in her bone density and
mental health, none of which appears in a before-
and-after photo, but all of which will define her
quality of life in ways no number on a scale ever
will. Trends are fads. Bones are forever.

When young girls see women’s bodies relent-
lessly evaluated for aesthetics over capability, they
absorb a lesson: their body’s purpose is to be

looked at, not used. That is why talented athletes
quit when their bodies become visibly muscular.
It is why women avoid the weights section of gyms.
It is why a girl who could be a national-level
thrower goes on a diet instead, trying to resem-
ble a film star who has a full support team and
nothing else to do with her day.

The influencer economy deepens this. Workout
content optimised for visual appeal dominates
every feed, producing a generation of women who
are active but undertrained in the ways that matter
most. Busy but fragile. Moving but not strong.

I am not asking Bollywood to stop being
Bollywood. I am asking all of us to be more honest
about what we celebrate when we celebrate a
body and what we damage when we call a strong
woman bulky.

I am asking coaches to hold the line. Asking
parents to think twice before complimenting a
daughter’s weight loss without asking how she
feels. Asking gyms to make their strength areas as
welcoming as their cardio floors. And I am asking
women to trust what their bodies can become
when fed properly, trained intelligently, and not
shrunk to fit someone else’s idea of acceptable.

The body that takes up space, that lifts heavy,
that finishes a race-that body is not a problem to
be managed. It is a life being fully lived.

Strong is not a look. Strong is a capacity. And it
is the only beauty standard with a scientific guar-
antee of serving you well into old age.

India’s great Centres of Excellence-from Nalanda and
Takshashila to the IITs-were built over generations
through exceptional teachers, academic freedom,
integrity, rigorous standards, and courageous leadership,
not merely through funding, infrastructure, or selective
admissions. Yet excellence rarely disappears overnight;
it erodes gradually when reputation substitutes for per-
formance, dissent becomes inconvenient, governance
turns reactive, and institutions lose the capacity for self-
correction and invite police onto campus. Recent devel-
opments at some IITs, therefore, invite a larger question:

what makes a Centre of Excellence endure-and what happens when the culture that
created it begins to weaken?

India’s tradition of Centres of Excellence-from Takshashila and Nalanda to Allahabad
University, once called the “Oxford of the East”, and JNU-was built on scholarship, intel-
lectual exchange, academic freedom, and a culture of questioning.  Their history also
carries a lesson: excellence is not permanent; it must be continuously renewed. Institutions
can gradually lose vitality when autonomy weakens, dissent becomes inconvenient,
leadership stops listening, and internal mechanisms of correction falter. The events sur-
rounding JNU in 2016 brought the use of police and criminal-law mechanisms in campus
disputes into the national debate.When this happens, universities risk losing a defin-
ing strength: the ability to accommodate disagreement, question authority, and correct
themselves from within. 

Building and sustaining excellence
A Centre of Excellence is not created merely through funding, infrastructure, or selec-
tive admissions. These provide the foundation; excellence is built over generations through
academic freedom, rigorous standards, integrity, quality teaching, mentoring, and coura-
geous leadership. At its core is the teacher. Research and innovation bring visibility, but
sustained excellence also depends on teaching, mentoring, fair evaluation, and mean-
ingful faculty-student engagement. Students must learn not only knowledge and skills,
but also to question, accept criticism, and take responsibility. Equally vital are acade-
mic freedom and responsible dissent.
Institutions remain intellectually vibrant
when questioning is encouraged, and
criticism is not treated as disloyalty.
Leadership must have the courage to
listen, make difficult decisions, and
uphold standards fairly, while govern-
ing bodies provide meaningful oversight
and stakeholders recognise their
responsibilities. Ultimately, excellence
depends on an institution’s capacity for continuous self-renewal-to question itself, correct
shortcomings, and preserve the values that created it.

Students entering a Centre of Excellence come from a wide spectrum of intellectu-
al ability, academic preparation, aptitude, and social and regional backgrounds. Some
enter with exceptionally high scores, while others are admitted at the lower end. Yet
admission scores do not necessarily predict performance during the programme; stu-
dents can perform very differently once they enter. Much depends on dedication, aca-
demic discipline, peer learning, faculty mentoring, the institutional environment, and
the student’s own ability and willingness to learn. Teachers play a critical role by design-
ing meaningful curricula, making courses engaging, setting challenging assignments
and projects, encouraging inquiry, and ensuring that students learn what matters-not
merely what is needed to pass examinations. Admission is therefore not a certificate
of continuing excellence, but the beginning of an academic journey. The responsibili-
ty of a Centre of Excellence, particularly its faculty, is to create an environment in which
diverse student potential, supported by effective teaching and the student’s own capac-
ity to learn, develops into knowledge, capability, professional competence, and respon-
sible conduct.

The IIT Bombay incident: Institutional culture?
The recent IIT Bombay incident brings these questions into sharp focus. A student died
by suicide after allegedly being found using a mobile phone during an examination.
The Institute stated that he was counselled and assured that the incident would not
affect his academic career. Following his death, the family raised, among other concerns,
an allegation of caste-based discrimination by a faculty member involved in the exam-
ination process. An FIR was subsequently registered, bringing the matter into criminal
investigation; the allegations remain to be tested through due process.

The episode raises a broader institutional question: how should a Centre of Excellence
respond when academic discipline, student vulnerability, allegations of discrimination,
and accountability converge? Academic standards must be upheld alongside fairness,
sensitivity, and due process. Students need legitimate avenues for redress; faculty need
confidence to discharge their duties within the rules; and leadership must examine com-
peting claims without allowing immediate pressures to overshadow either academic
integrity or human concerns. A Centre of Excellence is more than rankings, funding, pub-
lications, infrastructure or selective admissions. Its deeper measure is the quality of teach-
ing and research, academic integrity, intellectual freedom, fair evaluation, mentoring,
and accountable governance. It must also have the capacity for self-correction-protect-
ing students without compromising standards, enforcing rules fairly, encouraging respon-
sible dissent, and enabling faculty to discharge their duties with confidence. Equally,
it must uphold institutional dignity through the dignity of every stakeholder-students,
faculty, staff, and leadership-ensuring fairness, respect, and due process.

India has invested enormously in building Centres of Excellence. Their future depends
not merely on continued investment, but on renewing the academic culture that created
them-through quality teaching, integrity, intellectual freedom, fair processes, and mean-
ingful avenues for students and faculty to raise concerns. Leadership must have the courage
to confront uncomfortable questions, while all stakeholders recognise that rights and
responsibilities go together. Institutional dignity must be reflected in fairness, respect,
and due process for everyone. Institutions will inevitably make mistakes.

What matters is their capacity to acknowledge, learn, and correct them. Centres of
Excellence endure not through reputation alone,
but by keeping excellence a living, continuous-
ly renewed culture. The real question is not how
many Centres of Excellence we create, but
whether we have the institutional courage to
keep them excellent.
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Washington, the headlines will focus on tariffs
and trade. But the real negotiations are much
larger. Rare earth minerals. Semiconductors.
Artificial intelligence. Taiwan. Iran. Agricultural
purchases. Technology restrictions. Supply
chains.

These are not separate subjects. They are inter-
connected pieces of the same competition
between the world’s two largest powers. Reuters
has identified trade, Taiwan, Iran, rare earths, and
AI among the central issues surrounding the
meeting. The United States wants to preserve its
technological and strategic advantage. China
wants to protect its economic space and tech-
nological ambitions. Neither side wants uncon-
trolled confrontation. But neither side appears
prepared to surrender its core interests. That is
why the Trump-Xi relationship is perhaps the
clearest example of the new geopolitics: com-
petition without complete separation; cooper-
ation without trust; negotiation without surren-
der.

The next superpower contest may be
fought inside a data centre
There was a time when geopolitical power was
measured primarily by armies, aircraft carriers,
and nuclear weapons. Today, there is another
battlefield: the data centre. Supercomputing and
artificial intelligence are becoming strategic
resources. The competition is not simply about
which country produces the most impressive
chatbot or the most advanced model. It is about
who controls the chips, computing capacity, elec-
tricity, data, research talent, capital, and indus-
trial infrastructure required to scale AI. The
country that dominates this ecosystem will have
an advantage not only in technology, but poten-
tially in defence, finance, manufacturing, med-
icine, logistics, and information. AI is therefore
no longer merely a technology race. It is a power
race. And the danger is not only that machines
become more intelligent. The danger is that gov-
ernments become capable of making deci-
sions faster than human institutions can under-
stand their consequences.

The United Nations: One room, 
many worlds
The United Nations General Assembly remains
the world’s largest diplomatic stage. But the
world sitting inside that room is no longer the
same world that created the post-1945 order. The
United States remains a superpower. China is a
global economic and technological giant. Russia
retains significant military and geopolitical
influence. India is emerging as an increasingly
consequential economic and diplomatic power.
The Gulf states are becoming more assertive
actors in diplomacy, energy, and investment. And
the Global South is demanding greater represen-
tation in international decision-making.

The result is not yet a fully established multi-
polar world. It is something more complicated:
a transition from one distribution of power to
another, without agreement on what should
replace it. The UN itself reflects this tension. The
institution remains indispensable, but divisions
among major powers frequently limit its ability
to resolve conflicts. The question is therefore no

longer simply whether the UN should survive.
It is whether its institutions can adapt quickly
enough to the world that is emerging.

India refuses to choose only one door
This is where India’s strategy becomes particu-
larly significant. India does not want to choose
between Washington and Moscow. It does not
want to choose between the Gulf and Iran. It does
not want to reduce its relationship with China
to confrontation alone. The New Delhi BRICS
Declaration itself emphasised multipolarity,
greater representation for emerging and devel-
oping countries, opposition to unilateral coer-
cive measures, stronger supply chains, and
work on cross-border payment mechanisms. This
is not necessarily an attempt to create a rival to
the Western system. It is an attempt to create
more room to manoeuvre within a changing
system. That distinction is critical. India’s strate-
gic autonomy is not about isolation. It is about
options.

The world after the age of certainty
The greatest mistake would be to assume that
the world is simply moving from American dom-
inance to Chinese dominance. The reality is more
complicated. Power is spreading. Technology is
redistributing influence. Regional powers are
becoming more assertive. Economic interdepen-
dence remains enormous, but political trust is
declining. The result is a world in which coun-
tries may cooperate with one another on
Monday, compete on Tuesday, and negotiate a
new arrangement on Wednesday. This is not nec-
essarily the end of globalisation. It may be the
beginning of a different form of globalisation-one
based less on unquestioned dependence and
more on diversification, resilience, and strate-
gic calculation.

Trump has put almost every major issue on
the negotiating table: war, tariffs, sanctions,
energy, technology, and alliances. But the world
is not simply negotiating with Trump. The
world is negotiating with itself. The United States
is trying to preserve its leverage. China is
expanding its strategic space. Russia is resisting
isolation. Iran is trying to withstand pressure. The
Gulf states are seeking security while diversify-
ing their economies and diplomatic relationships.
India is protecting strategic autonomy. And the
Global South is demanding a larger voice in
shaping the rules.

The old order is not dead. The new order is not
yet born. We are living in the dangerous space
between the two. And that leaves humanity with
a question far more important than who wins
the next tariff battle or who controls the next AI
model: can the world’s great powers learn to
manage their power before their power begins
to manage them?

Because the 21st century may not be defined
by who possesses the biggest army, the largest
economy, or the smartest machine. It may ulti-
mately be defined by who has the wisdom to
know when power should be used-and when it
should be restrained.

Trump has put the world on one
table — but who will pay the price?

The writer is a veteran journalist 
and West Asia strategist

When excellence 

begins to erode

The beauty standard that is quietly costing Indian women their health

Wars, sanctions, oil, arti-
ficial intelligence, and
trade are no longer sep-
arate files. Under Donald
Trump, they are becom-
ing bargaining chips on
the same table. That may
be the defining image of
this year’s United Nations
General Assembly. New
York is once again
hosting presidents and

prime ministers against the backdrop of a world that is
becoming harder to manage and even harder to predict.
The Russia-Ukraine war continues. The confrontation
between the United States and Iran has reshaped the secu-
rity and energy calculations of the Middle East. Gaza and
the West Bank remain unresolved. The Strait of Hormuz
has become a reminder that a narrow waterway can carry
consequences for the entire global economy, in addition
to the Bab Al-Mandab and the Red Sea fiasco. And behind
all of this sits a much larger contest: who will shape the
new world order of the next decade?

Trump believes pressure creates leverage. The question
is whether pressure can produce order or simply accel-
erate fragmentation.

Trump’s America: Diplomacy with a price tag
There is a distinctive feature of Trump’s foreign policy: he
rarely separates diplomacy from the question of what the
United States gets in return. Tariffs are leverage. Sanctions
are leverage. Energy is leverage.

Technology is leverage. Even alliances can become part
of the negotiation. This makes Trump’s diplomacy trans-
actional in character, but it also makes the calculation more
complicated for everyone dealing with Washington.

A government may be a strategic partner of the
United States and still disagree with Washington on
energy, trade, or sanctions. India is a case in point. New
Delhi has built a deep strategic relationship with
Washington, but it also has major energy, economic, and
security interests involving Russia, Iran, and the Gulf. For
India, strategic partnership does not mean strategic depen-
dence. That distinction may become one of the defining
principles of the emerging world order.

The sanctions weapon is getting bigger
Washington’s latest sanctions legislation against Russia
and Iran demonstrates how far economic statecraft has
moved from being a secondary instrument to becoming
a central weapon of foreign policy. The law signed by
Trump gives the administration authority to impose tariffs
of up to 100 per cent on major buyers of Russian oil and
gas. It does not automatically impose such tariffs, but the
power itself changes the negotiating environment. India
and China are among the countries most exposed
because of their purchases of Russian energy. The
intended message is straightforward: if you trade with
America’s strategic adversaries, Washington can make that
trade more expensive. But there is another side to the
equation.

Every time sanctions are expanded, countries have a
greater incentive to build alternative payment mecha-
nisms, diversify suppliers, develop new trading routes, and
reduce their dependence on financial systems that can
be politically weaponised. This does not mean that sanc-
tions are ineffective. It means that sanctions can produce
a second-order consequence: the gradual construction
of a world designed to operate around them. And that is
where the issue becomes much bigger than Russia or Iran.

It becomes a question about the future of globalisation
itself.

The price of energy is never just the price of
energy
For India, this is particularly sensitive. India’s first respon-
sibility is to its own economic security and its population
of more than 1.45 billion. Affordable and reliable energy
affects transportation, manufacturing, agriculture, infla-
tion, and household costs. Therefore, when Washington
increases pressure on Russian energy buyers, New Delhi
cannot view the issue purely through the prism of geopol-
itics. It must also calculate the consequences for Indian
consumers, industry, and economic growth. That is not
an ideological position. It is economic statecraft. And India’s
response reflects a broader reality: middle and emerging
powers are no longer willing to accept that their strate-
gic choices must automatically follow the preferences of
the major powers.

When Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping meet in

WAIEL AWWAD 

Trump sees pressure as leverage, using tariffs, sanctions, energy and technology as instruments of negotiation. The
question is whether such leverage can produce a more stable order — or accelerate the fragmentation of the one that

already exists. For India, the answer will depend on how successfully it preserves its strategic autonomy
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A Delhi court on Tuesday granted
interim bail for seven days from
October 4 to activist Sharjeel
Imam, accused in the 2020
Northeast Delhi riots larger con-
spiracy case.

Additional Sessions Judge
Sameer Bajpai allowed the plea by
Imam seeking interim bail for a
week to attend his cousin's
wedding.

The court granted interim bail to Imam from October
4 to October 10.

Umar Khalid, Imam and several others were booked
under the anti-terror UAPA and provisions of the IPC for
allegedly being part of a larger conspiracy behind the
February 2020 riots in northeast Delhi.

The violence erupted during protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) and the proposed
National Register of Citizens (NRC), leaving 53 people dead
and over 700 injured.

Earlier on July 4, a Delhi court rejected the bail appli-
cations of Khalid and Imam in the case related to the 2020
northeast Delhi riots.

Umar Khalid and Imam had sought bail, contending that
their continued incarceration without commencement of
trial violated their fundamental right to liberty. (PTI)

Sharjeel Imam gets interim
bail for seven days

The Supreme Court on Tuesday
sought a report from the
Allahabad High Court chief
justice on the conduct of the
presiding officer of the 2021
Lakhimpur Kheri violence case
after allegations that he
transferred several NDPS and
SC/ST atrocities cases to
himself and acquitted the
accused.

A bench of Chief Justice Surya Kant, justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana asked the Allahabad High Court chief
justice to furnish the report in a sealed cover after looking
into the matter and taking remedial action. Advocate
Prashant Bhushan, appearing for an eyewitness in the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence case, alleged that the presiding
officer issued a non-bailable warrant against his client after
he failed to appear before the court on account of illness.
“The conduct of the presiding officer will shock the
conscience of the court. The presiding officer withdrew to
himself NDPS, SC/ST cases and granted the accused bail or
acquitted them. Under the law, he cannot withdraw to
himself,” Bhushan contended. He further claimed that even
the public prosecutor has been changed midway and the
new one only has four months’ experience. (PTI)

SC seeks HC CJ’s report in
Lakhimpur Kheri violence case

Bombay HC bans bursting
of firecrackers on roads
Festivals can be celebrated without
causing noise and air pollution, the
Bombay High Court said on
Tuesday while ordering a complete
ban on the bursting of firecrackers
on public roads. Passing the order
amid the Ganesh festival, a bench
of Justices Girish Kulkarni and
Neela Gokhale also said that the
use of loudspeakers, DJs and laser
beams during religious processions was “completely
unwarranted”.

“Are we going to get additional blessings from God by
using all these loudspeakers and firecrackers? As a
responsible society, we should put an end to all this. Take the
Wari procession (pilgrimage on foot to Pandharpur) for
example. It is carried out so peacefully with absolutely no
loudspeakers or noise,” the HC said. The court had on Monday
taken suo motu (on its own) cognizance of the issue of severe
noise and air pollution caused during processions. Bursting
of firecrackers on roads is not only dangerous but also causes
toxic pollution, the court noted. “There cannot be firecrackers
absolutely. Why should firecrackers even be permitted on
public roads in a city like Mumbai. This is the time air
pollution starts in Mumbai and a haze sets in. This needs to
be stopped. Day or night, on public roads firecrackers cannot
be burst,” the court said. (PTI)

India’s economic transformation is
creating new opportunities across
sectors-from infrastructure and
manufacturing to technology, logis-
tics, services and entrepreneurship.
With this expansion comes an
inevitable feature of economic activ-
ity: disputes. Contracts can give rise
to differences over payments, per-
formance, timelines, delivery, con-
struction, technology or commercial
obligations. A modern economy,
therefore, requires not only robust
institutions for economic growth but
also efficient mechanisms for resolv-
ing disputes. This is where domes-
tic arbitration assumes considerable
importance.

Arbitration is no longer simply an
alternative method of dispute res-
olution. It is increasingly an impor-
tant component of India’s broader
legal and economic infrastructure.
By providing parties with a struc-
tured mechanism for resolving con-
tractual disputes, arbitration can
support business confidence, facil-
itate continuity of commercial rela-
tionships and contribute to a more
efficient justice-delivery ecosys-
tem. India’s Arbitration and
Conciliation Act, 1996 provides the
principal statutory framework for
arbitration and conciliation in the
country. Over the years, legislative
and institutional reforms have
sought to strengthen arbitration by
promoting efficiency, party auton-
omy, neutrality of arbitrators and
reduced judicial intervention where
appropriate. These efforts reflect the
larger objective of creating a pre-
dictable and business-friendly
dispute-resolution environment.

Why  domestic  arbitration
matters?
Much of the international conversa-
tion on arbitration focuses on cross-
border commercial disputes. For
India, however, the importance of
domestic arbitration is equally sig-
nificant. India has a vast and increas-
ingly interconnected domestic
economy. Businesses enter into
thousands of contractual relation-
ships every day. Infrastructure
developers work with contractors
and suppliers; manufacturers
depend upon logistics and distrib-
ution networks; technology compa-
nies enter into service and licensing
agreements; public and private
entities engage in procurement
and construction contracts.

Disputes within these relation-
ships can affect not only the parties
directly involved but also the wider
economic activity associated with

them.  An efficient domestic arbi-
tration system can provide busi-
nesses with a specialised and
structured forum for resolving
such disputes. It can enable parties
to choose decision-makers with
relevant expertise and, subject to
the applicable legal framework,
adopt procedures suited to the
nature of their dispute.

For a growing economy, this has
wider significance. Predictability in
dispute resolution contributes to
confidence in contractual relation-
ships. Businesses are more likely to
enter into long-term arrangements
when they have confidence that
disagreements will be addressed
through a recognised and depend-
able legal mechanism. Domestic
arbitration is therefore not merely
a legal  concept.  It  is  part  
of the ecosystem that supports
economic activity.

From  ad  hoc  mechanisms  to
institutional  strength
One of the important develop-
ments in India’s arbitration journey
has been the growing emphasis on
institutional arbitration.
Institutional arbitration provides
parties with an established admin-
istrative framework for conducting
arbitral proceedings. It can offer pro-
cedural rules, administrative assis-
tance and mechanisms relating to
the appointment and management
of arbitral tribunals.

The establishment of the India
International Arbitration Centre
(IIAC) represents an important step
in strengthening this institutional
framework. Created under the India
International Arbitration Centre
Act, 2019, IIAC has been established
as an independent and
autonomous institution for the
conduct and administration of arbi-
tration and related dispute-resolu-
tion proceedings.

The growing focus on institu-
tional arbitration also reflects India’s
broader effort to develop world-
class legal and commercial institu-
tions. Government initiatives have
increasingly encouraged public-
sector enterprises and other stake-
holders to adopt institutional mech-
anisms. Conferences, training pro-

grammes and capacity-building ini-
tiatives have contributed to greater
awareness of institutional arbitra-
tion and its potential role in improv-
ing commercial dispute resolution.

This institutional development
is particularly important as India
seeks to strengthen its position as
an attractive destination for
investment, manufacturing and
global business.

Supporting Ease of Doing
Business
The relationship between dispute
resolution and economic develop-
ment deserves greater public atten-
tion. Ease of doing business is not
determined only by tax policy,
infrastructure or access to finance.
It also depends upon the confidence
that contractual commitments can
be enforced and disputes can be
resolved through transparent and
predictable processes.

For businesses, uncertainty sur-
rounding a dispute can have signif-
icant economic consequences.
Capital may remain tied up, projects
may face delays and commercial
relationships may become difficult
to sustain.

A responsive arbitration
ecosystem can help address
these concerns
This is particularly relevant for
India’s expanding infrastructure
and manufacturing sectors. Large
projects often involve multiple
contractual relationships, substan-
tial investments and technically
complex obligations. A well-func-
tioning arbitration mechanism can
provide a specialised forum
capable of dealing with such dis-
putes within the framework agreed
upon by the parties and prescribed
by law. Domestic arbitration can
therefore complement broader
government initiatives aimed at
improving India’s investment
cl imate and strengthening 
economic competitiveness.

The MSME dimension
The significance of domestic arbitra-
tion is also evident in the context of
India’s micro, small and medium
enterprises.

MSMEs form an important part of
the country’s economic structure
and participate extensively in supply
chains involving larger companies
and government entities. For such
enterprises, delayed payments or
unresolved contractual disputes
can have immediate implications for
working capital and business con-
tinuity. An effective dispute-resolu-
tion framework can help ensure that
commercial disagreements do not
unnecessarily disrupt otherwise
viable business relationships.

At the same time, arbitration
must remain accessible and propor-
tionate. The objective should be to
develop procedures that are effi-
cient without making dispute res-
olution unnecessarily complex or
expensive. This makes institution-
al innovation, procedural clarity
and appropriate use of technology
particularly important.

Technology and the future of
arbitration

India’s experience with digital
transformation also creates oppor-
tunities for arbitration. Virtual hear-
ings, electronic filing, digital docu-
ment management and technolo-
gy-enabled case administration can
make proceedings more accessible
and efficient. India’s wider experi-
ence with digital public infrastruc-
ture demonstrates the potential of
technology to transform institu-
tional processes when supported by
appropriate legal and administra-
tive frameworks.

The use of technology in arbitra-
tion, however, should complement,
not replace, the fundamental prin-
ciples of fairness, confidentiality,
independence and due process.
The future of arbitration will there-
fore involve both legal reform and
institutional innovation.

Building a culture of dispute
resolution
The next phase of India’s arbitration
journey should focus not merely on
increasing the number of arbitra-
tions but on strengthening the
quality and credibility of the ecosys-
tem. This requires continued invest-
ment in professional training, devel-
opment of specialised arbitrators,
greater awareness among busi-
nesses about carefully drafted arbi-
tration clauses and wider adoption
of institutional mechanisms. It also
requires an appropriate balance
between judicial oversight and
arbitral autonomy. Courts have an
essential role in safeguarding legal-
ity, fairness and due process. At the
same time, the legislative frame-
work has consistently sought to
encourage greater autonomy for
arbitral proceedings and minimise
unnecessary intervention.

The objective is not to place
arbitration outside the justice

system. Rather, arbitration should
function as an effective component
of that system. This perspective is
particularly relevant to India’s
current stage of development. As
the economy expands and com-
mercial relationships become
increasingly sophisticated, the
country requires a dispute-resolu-
tion architecture capable of
responding to that complexity.

A pillar of a modern justice
framework

India’s arbitration journey
reflects a broader transformation
in the country’s approach to com-
mercial justice. The objective is not
to create a choice between courts
and arbitration. Courts remain fun-
damental to the rule of law, while
arbitration provides parties with
another legally recognised mech-
anism for resolving particular 
categories of disputes.

Mediation and conciliation can
similarly facilitate negotiated settle-
ments where parties wish to pre-
serve their commercial relation-
ships. Together, these mechanisms
can contribute to a more diversified
and responsive justice-delivery
framework. Domestic arbitration
has a particularly important role in
this architecture because it connects
legal reform with everyday eco-
nomic activity. Whether the dispute
concerns an infrastructure contract,
a supply agreement, a construction
project, a technology service or
another commercial relationship,
timely and predictable resolution
can help businesses move forward.
India’s economic aspirations require
institutions that evolve alongside its
economy. Strengthening domestic
arbitration is one part of that 
institutional evolution.

As India advances towards the
vision of a more developed and
globally competitive economy, effi-
cient dispute resolution will increas-
ingly become a component of eco-
nomic confidence. The develop-
ment of institutions such as IIAC,
continued legislative attention and
growing emphasis on institutional
arbitration provide a strong founda-
tion for the next stage. The task
ahead is to deepen this foundation
through capacity-building, tech-
nology, professional excellence and
wider awareness. A strong economy
needs strong contracts. Strong con-
tracts need credible enforcement.
And credible enforcement requires
dispute-resolution institutions that
command confidence.

Domestic arbitration, strength-
ened through continuing reform
and institutional development, can
become an important pillar of
India’s journey towards a more
efficient, predictable and invest-
ment-friendly legal and economic
environment.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Lucknow

The Allahabad High Court
has held that doctors who
pursue postgraduate medical
education at government
institutions at subsidised
rates cannot evade the
mandatory government
service bond attached to
their admission.

A bench of Justice Shekhar
B Saraf and Justice Abdhesh
Kumar Chaudhary in
Lucknow on Monday said
the requirement of two years
of compulsory government
service was intended to
ensure the availability of
doctors in government hos-
pitals and protect patients’
right to life. The court said a
mere administrative delay in
providing a posting would
not, by itself, extinguish the
bond obligation. The bench
made the observation while
hearing a petition filed by Dr

Aparupa Sen Gupta, who had
completed MD (Transfusion
Medicine) from SGPGI,
Lucknow. Sen Gupta had
contended that since the
government did not provide
her a posting within three
months of completion of her
course, her two-year compul-
sory service bond should be
treated as having lapsed.

The court rejected the con-
tention, noting that the
doctor had obtained a no-
objection certificate from
the government to pursue a
PDCC course. The certificate

specifically stipulated that
the period spent on the
course would not be counted
towards her bond service,
according to the order. The
bench also found that there
was no provision in Uttar
Pradesh, under which failure
to provide a posting within
three months automatically
discharged a doctor from
the bond. However, the court
found fault with the manner
in which the doctor was
denied an opportunity to
participate in counselling for
bond service. It noted that

the June 1, 2026 counselling
notification was meant for
the 2022 batch of MD/MS
candidates and 2023 batch
diploma candidates, whereas
the petitioner belonged to
the 2021 batch. 

The court directed the
Director General, Medical
Education and Training, to
conduct fresh counselling for
the doctor and allow her to
choose from vacancies avail-
able in government medical
colleges and teaching institu-
tions recognised by the
National Medical
Commission, according to
the order. The bench direct-
ed the state to complete the
exercise within four weeks
from September 27, 2026. 

It also directed that the 89
days the doctor had worked
as a senior resident at SGPGI
after completing her PDCC
course be adjusted against
her two-year compulsory
government service bond.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to enter-
tain a PIL challenging the
constitutional validity of the
2018 amendment to the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, which
restored restrictions on antic-
ipatory bail.

The amended law had also
removed the requirement
of a preliminary inquiry
before registration of an FIR
and prior approval before
arrest. A bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya Kant and
justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana rejected the peti-

tion filed by Brijbhushan
Saini,  saying that the
amended provisions had
already been upheld by the
top court in 2020.

It also declined the sub-
mission of lawyer Vishnu
Shankar Jain, appearing for
Saini, that the 2020 verdict be
reconsidered and said that
adequate safeguards had
already been laid down
against possible misuse of
the provisions.

Jain said that the statuto-
ry bar on anticipatory bail
under the SC/ST Act amount-
ed to “reverse discrimina-
tion” and contended that
the provisions were suscep-
tible to misuse.  The lawyer
also referred to the low con-

viction rate in cases regis-
tered under the Act and
questioned the manner in
which compensation was
being distributed under the
statutory scheme.

Referring to a speech by a
Rajya Sabha member, he
alleged that Rs 493 crore
had been distributed as com-
pensation and said that such
a mechanism could encour-

age the filing of FIRs.  He
further said that Parliament,
through the 2018 amend-
ment, could not simply “val-
idate” provisions that had
earlier been diluted by the
Supreme Court without
curing the defects identified
in the Court’s 2018 judgment. 

In its 2018 judgement, the
top court had directed that a
preliminary inquiry be con-
ducted before registration of
an FIR in certain circum-
stances under the SC/ST Act
and required approval of
the appointing authority
before arrest of a public
servant. It had also held that
anticipatory bail could be
granted in appropriate cases
where no prima facie case

was made out. Following
the judgment, Parliament
enacted the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Amendment Act,
2018, inserting Section 18A
into the legislation. 

Section 18A expressly pro-
vided that no preliminary
inquiry would be required for
registration of an FIR and
that no prior approval would
be necessary for arrest of an
accused.  It also restored the
statutory restriction on antic-
ipatory bail under the Act.  The
constitutional validity of the
amendment was subsequent-
ly upheld by the Supreme
Court in Prithvi Raj Chauhan
v. Union of India in 2020.

Doctors cannot evade mandatory govt service bond: HC

Domestic arbitration: Building a stronger
framework for India’s growth

SC rejects PIL challenging 2018 amendment to SC/ST Act
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kochi

The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday granted bail to Anto
Augustine, managing director
of a private Malayalam news
channel, in an Abkari case fol-
lowing the seizure of liquor
bottles above the permissible
limit from his ancestral house
in Wayanad.

Justice Kauser Edappagath,
while granting the relief to
Augustine — managing direc-
tor of Reporter Broadcasting
Company (RBC), said that he
was not an accused in any
other similar case involving
Indian-made foreign liquor
(IMFL) currently or in the past.

Justice Edappagath said
that he has been granting bail
in all IMFL cases unless the
accused has more than one
case against them or has past
antecedents of committing
similar crimes.

“Even though the appli-
cant (Augustine) has criminal
antecedents,  he is not
involved in any other crime of
similar nature. For these
reasons, I do not find any
reason to hold that the con-
tinued detention of the appli-
cant is required for any
purpose. Hence, the appli-
cant is entitled to be released
on bail,” the judge said.

The High Court also
brushed aside the contention
of the Director General of
Prosecution (DGP) T Asaf Ali
that the RBC MD was a man of
“money and might”, saying
“that does not matter.”

The DGP also told the court
that Augustine was not
answering queries of the
police and was not cooperat-
ing with the probe.

The High Court said that the
accused need not answer all
the queries of the police and
that conditions can be
imposed on him to appear
before the investigating
officer and to cooperate with
the probe. It also noted that
the RBC MD was given in
police custody for a day and
that recovery of the liquor has
been effected.

Augustine had also claimed
that the house from where
the liquor was seized was no
longer in his possession as
the property where it was sit-
uated was sold in 2022 by a
bank following proceedings
initiated under the SARFAESI
Act. The DGP, on the other
hand, contended that accord-
ing to the land revenue
receipt and also the docu-
ment issued by the con-
cerned Village Officer, the
property was stil l  in
Augustine’s possession.

Kerala HC grants bail to
Malayalam news channel MD
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For generations, the school library
has been regarded as a quiet room
lined with bookshelves, where stu-

dents go to borrow a book, complete an
assignment or spend a free period. But
education and society have changed
dramatically. Children today have access
to an enormous amount of information
through smartphones, computers and
digital platforms. This raises an important
question: what should be the role of a
school library in this rapidly changing
environment?

The answer lies in recognising the
library not simply as a place where
books are stored, but as an important part
of a child’s educational and intellectual
development.

A school library provides students
with something that a textbook often
cannot: the freedom to explore. The
classroom generally follows a prescribed
curriculum, while the library allows a child
to follow curiosity. A student interested
in space may discover astronomy;
another fascinated by a historical person-
ality may begin exploring history;
someone who enjoys stories may develop
an interest in literature. Such discoveries
can become the foundation of lifelong
interests and even future careers.

This freedom is particularly important
during childhood and adolescence, when
students are developing their personal-
ities, interests and ways of understand-
ing the world. Books expose them to
experiences, cultures and ideas beyond
their immediate surroundings.

Reading also develops abilities that are
difficult to acquire through short-form
digital content. A book demands atten-

tion and patience. It encourages a child
to follow a story, understand an
argument, remember details and
connect ideas. Regular reading
improves vocabulary, comprehen-
sion and communication skills, but
its benefits go much further. It can
strengthen imagination, concen-
tration and empathy.

When children read stories about
people living in different circum-
stances, they learn to see the world
from perspectives other than their

own. Biographies, historical books, liter-
ature and science books encourage per-
severance, curiosity and reflection. In this
way, reading contributes to education
and character formation.

One of the biggest challenges today is
the declining attention span of children.
Social media and short videos capture
attention quickly, making sustained con-
centration more difficult. The school
library can provide a quiet environment
where children slow down, concentrate

and engage deeply with an idea. At the
same time, libraries should not treat tech-
nology as a competitor. Digital resources
such as e-books, audiobooks, online
journals and educational databases have
opened new possibilities for learning.

However, access to information is not
the same as knowledge. Students must
learn to question information, verify
facts and recognise limitations. School
libraries can teach responsible research,
source verification, fact-checking, copy-
right, plagiarism and digital safety. In the
age of artificial intelligence, distinguish-
ing reliable knowledge from misleading
information is increasingly important.

The role of the librarian is equally sig-
nificant. A librarian should not be seen
merely as the person responsible for
maintaining shelves and issuing books.
A good librarian can become a mentor
and learning facilitator who helps stu-
dents discover suitable reading materi-
al, guides them towards credible sources
and encourages them to develop inde-
pendent research habits.

A student may enter a library looking
for one particular book and leave with an
entirely new area of interest. Such
moments are difficult to measure, but
they are among the most valuable out-
comes of education.

Libraries can also encourage a culture
of discussion and creativity. Reading
clubs, storytelling sessions, book reviews,
debates, quizzes, author interactions, cre-

ative-writing activities and exhibitions can
make students active participants rather
than passive readers. Such programmes
improve communication skills and give
young people the confidence to express
their ideas.

The library can also support project-
based and interdisciplinary learning. A
history project can involve books, maps
and archival material. A science assign-
ment can encourage students to consult
reference books and scientific publica-
tions. A literature project can combine
reading with creative writing or theatre.
Collaboration between teachers and
librarians can therefore strengthen class-
room learning.

Another important aspect is equality of
opportunity. Not every child has access
to a personal library at home, expensive
educational subscriptions or unlimited
digital resources. A well-equipped school
library can provide a common intellectu-
al space where students, irrespective of
their background, have access to books
and learning material.

Investment in school libraries should
therefore be treated as an investment in
educational quality. Schools need
updated collections, age-appropriate
books, trained librarians, digital resources
and comfortable reading spaces.

Parents, too, can contribute to building
a reading culture. Children are more likely
to develop an interest in books when
reading is seen as a source of pleasure.

Parents can discuss books with their chil-
dren, visit libraries with them and allow
them to choose age-appropriate subjects
that interest them. Ultimately, the value
of a school library cannot be measured
only by the number of books it contains
or the number of books issued every
month. Its deeper impact can be seen in
the questions students begin to ask, the
ideas they explore, the confidence they
develop and the curiosity they carry
beyond the school gates.

A successful library creates readers, but
its influence does not end there. Readers
become better learners; better learners
become independent thinkers; and inde-
pendent thinkers become more respon-
sible citizens.

In a world overflowing with informa-
tion, children need more than the ability
to find answers. They need the patience
to read, the wisdom to evaluate, the
courage to question and the imagination
to think differently. The school library can
help provide all four.

It is therefore time to recognise the
library as an essential part of the educa-
tional ecosystem - a place where books,
technology, teachers, librarians and stu-
dents come together in the pursuit of
knowledge.

A room full of books stores knowledge.
A vibrant school library helps young
minds understand, question and use that
knowledge. And ultimately, that is what
education is meant to achieve.

As higher education evolves,
universities are looking beyond
classrooms and conventional
degrees to prepare students
for a changing world. The discus-
sion explores practical learning,
industry exposure, global expe-
riences, AI, student well-being
and the need to bring fresh
talent and real-world experi-
ence into teaching.

What kind of campus
environment do you believe
helps students grow
beyond academics,
especially in confidence,
communication and

decision-making?
Students grow the most
when we hand them real

responsibility, not just
advice about it. When they

plan and run the budgets for
events and academic activi-
ties, and reach out to bring

outside experts into their
own classrooms, they 
learn to deal with people,

negotiate and think on
their feet. That is where

real confidence and
c o m m u n i c a t i o n
come from.

Apart from a
degree, what
should a

university genuinely provide
students to prepare them for
the realities of the workplace?
A degree only takes a student so
far. What prepares them for the
workplace is exposure to real
business situations, case studies,
time with industry professionals,
and involvement with young
companies still finding their
footing. Students need to work in
teams, take charge of something
end to end, and adjust when
things don’t go as expected.

As Vice Chancellor, how do you
balance academic excellence
with exposure to industry,
entrepreneurship and real-
world problem-solving?
I have tried to weave this into
how we teach rather than treat
it as something extra. Our
approach rests on knowing,
being and doing, so students

work on live cases, meet the
people behind them, and
compete in settings that test
their judgement. We have set up
labs with well-known industry
partners so students learn by
doing, not just watching. For
those keen on entrepreneur-
ship, we connect them with
mentors and investors.

How important is the right
support system for students’
mental well-being, and what
role should universities play?
This is one of the most important
things a university has to get
right. Students today often carry
less resilience for setbacks than
earlier generations did, and
many genuinely treat the univer-
sity as home. That places a real
responsibility on us to look after
their emotional well-being, not
just academics. At Symbiosis,

we run the Symbiosis Centre for
Emotional Wellbeing across our
campuses, offering confidential
counselling and a helpline, so stu-
dents know where to turn before
things get difficult.

With AI entering almost every
profession, should colleges
teach students to use AI as a
tool or prepare them for larger
career changes?
We cannot pick one over the
other; both need attention at
once. Students already use tools
like ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude,
Grok and Perplexity in their day-
to-day work, whether or not an
institution has a policy in place.
What matters is teaching them
to use these tools with judge-
ment, to notice when some-
thing is wrong, and to check facts
before trusting them. We have
set up AI labs for undergraduates
for this reason, and faculty need
the same grounding.

What do students gain from
global exposure that they
cannot get inside a classroom?
Culture is not something you can
teach from behind a lectern; it
has to be lived. When students
spend time among people from
different countries, languages
and backgrounds, they rethink
how they communicate and

work with others, and no lecture
can replicate that. A classroom
gives knowledge, but only real
exposure gives real experience.

What does it really take to
build a sustainable business in
today’s competitive, AI-driven
environment?
It starts with choosing the right
problem and staying committed
to solving it, rather than chasing
whatever seems profitable. The
strongest solutions tend to be
simple and affordable, since
complexity is usually where sus-
tainability falls apart. Businesses
built around real social needs can
do particularly well. I tell students
to study entrepreneurs who
failed as closely as those
who succeeded, because
failure teaches things
success often hides.

What one change in
higher education would
make the biggest
difference to the student
experience?
I would like to see more
experienced profes-
sionals and bright
young gradu-
ates choosing
teaching as a
serious

career. When fewer than one per
cent of MBA or engineering stu-
dents want to teach, every
administrator should worry
about that. Without capable,
accomplished people entering
the classroom, real change in
higher education will stay diffi-
cult. Fresh talent bringing real
experience into teaching does
more for quality than any new

b u i l d i n g
could.

ANNIE JACOB

Director, KCG College of Technology

Engineering education is
undergoing a profound
transformation. In an era

shaped by technological disrup-
tion, interdisciplinary innova-
tion and rapidly evolving profes-
sional expectations, the conven-
tional equation of a degree with
employability is no longer suffi-
cient. A degree certifies the com-
pletion of an academic pro-
gramme; it does not, by itself,
demonstrate whether a graduate
can apply knowledge, navigate
ambiguity or create meaningful
solutions. The imperative, there-
fore, is to move from a degree-
centric paradigm towards a
project-centric model of engi-
neering education.

At its core, engineering is an
applied discipline. Its purpose is
not merely to understand princi-
ples, but to use them to address
challenges, improve systems and
create value. Project-centric edu-
cation provides the bridge
between conceptual understand-
ing and practical competence. It
takes students through the com-
plete problem-solving journey —
from identifying a need and
analysing its dimensions to
designing, developing, testing,
failing, refining and ultimately
creating a viable solution.

The changing world of work
makes this shift increasingly
urgent. NITI Aayog’s 2026
working paper on education
and skilling highlights the contin-
uing challenge of translating
educational credentials into
meaningful employment out-
comes. Meanwhile, Deloitte
India’s Campus Workforce
Trends 2026 reports that 86 per
cent of organisations surveyed

are seeing AI or agentic AI trans-
form recruitment processes.
More significantly, 35 per cent
report that AI adoption is creat-
ing new entry-level roles or skill
requirements, up from 21 per cent
the previous year. AI and data
capabilities are attracting hiring
premiums of 20-25 per cent,
while analytical thinking and
problem-solving command pre-
miums of 10-15 per cent.

These numbers point to a fun-
damental change: employers
are increasingly looking beyond
what graduates have studied to
what they can actually do. This
is where projects become pow-
erful. A well-designed project
requires students to integrate
knowledge across domains,
make decisions with incom-
plete information, collaborate,
communicate ideas and
respond constructively when
things do not work. It trans-
forms learning from the passive
acquisition of information into
an active process of discovery
and creation.

The World Economic Forum’s
Future of Jobs Report 2025 rein-
forces this direction. Analytical
thinking is considered essential
by 69 per cent of employers,

making it the most widely valued
core skill, while AI and big data,
networks and cybersecurity, and
technological literacy rank
among the fastest-growing skill
areas. The report also estimates
that 39 per cent of workers’
existing core skills will change by
2030. In such an environment,
the ability to learn, adapt and
solve unfamiliar problems
becomes as important as techni-
cal knowledge itself.

This transformation should
begin from the earliest stages of
undergraduate education.
Projects should not be reserved
for the final semester.
Introductory challenges can
nurture curiosity and problem
identification, followed by inter-
disciplinary projects, industry-
defined problems, research
investigations, prototypes and
socially relevant applications.
Internships, professional mentor-
ship and industry-linked labora-
tories can further connect class-
room learning with authentic
challenges.

Assessment, too, must evolve.
If examinations remain the dom-
inant measure of achievement,
students will naturally optimise
for examinations. A project-

centric ecosystem should also
recognise prototypes, simula-
tions, software, research out-
comes, design documentation,
technical reports and innovation
portfolios as tangible evidence
of competence. 

Importantly, project-centric
education does not mean aban-
doning theoretical rigour. Strong
fundamentals remain the intel-
lectual foundation of engineer-
ing. The goal is to create a con-
tinuum between theory, exper-
imentation and application-
helping students understand
not only what they learn, but
why it matters and where it can
be applied. 

Ultimately, the engineering
institution of the future must be
more than a place where quali-
fications are awarded. It must be
an ecosystem where curiosity is
encouraged, ideas are tested, fail-
ures become learning opportu-
nities and solutions are contin-
ually refined.

The degree may signify what
a student has learned. The
project demonstrates what the
student can do with it. And that
ability to turn knowledge into
action may well define the engi-
neer of the future.

JONES MATHEW

Professor of Marketing and Director, IMI Delhi

An MBA graduate today walks
into a world which requires a
mix of evergreen and new-age

characteristics. First of all, what is the
world that they are walking into? It’s
a world of information explosion, AI
assists, rapid technological change,
choice overload, intellect outsourc-
ing, job shortages, multiple career
shifts, short-circuiting of the knowl-
edge discovery process and a skills
shortfall.

When there is unlimited informa-
tion at the fingertips, the MBA class
should not be just about transferring
knowledge. It should evolve into an
experience laboratory, a skills incu-
bator, a curiosity fulfilment theatre.
The MBA student must, in the AI
world, have some inviolable human
graduate outcomes. They should be
questioners versus passive receivers,
communicators versus talkers, collab-
orators versus standalone opera-
tors, eclectic versus single-idea
holders, thinkers on their feet versus
formulaic thought processors, char-
acter-rich versus shysters - these are
the evergreen qualities
needed. New-age skills
require the following:
problem framing and
problem-solving; appli-
cation of AI to function-
al domains; judgement
capability; and technology
native.

The Indian two-year
MBA has the character-
istic of taking in a
cohort who may have
nil or very little indus-
try experience. This is
a very significant dis-
advantage in truly
imbibing the lessons of
business management
in a practical sense.

Therefore, the MBA of the present
must give maximum opportunities to
students for industry immersion
through observation visits, short-
term high-quality projects and other
platforms. The MBA programme in the
AI world must more purposefully
encourage an open mind as com-
pared to blindly accepting AI-gener-
ated information, hone articulation
skills in opposition to being clarity-
and communication-challenged,
develop the ability to answer the
“why” of things and not only the
“what” and the “how”, and boost

curiosity levels instead of mental-
ly dumbing down students.

The MBA has survived
many shifts in industry over the
past century. However, to con-
tinue this success, B-schools
cannot become complacent
and faculty cannot continue to

adopt the same pedagogy and
assessment methods as before.

With the advent of AI, answers are
available, the effort
is low on the part of
the student, and the

knowledge discov-
ery process has

collapsed to
an engineered
p r o m p t .
Hence, the
faculty must

use AI to design the choreography
and the need-to-know skills in the
class like a movie director who
designs the troughs and peaks of
viewer interest as the story unfolds. 

The MBA class of the present should
be about storytelling - telling the story
of a subject, a module, a session, a
case, an experience, a project, a cap-
stone simulation, a model and every-
thing else in between. The MBA class
of the present, in addition to the usual
offerings, should be informed by
geopolitics, sociology and psycholo-
gy too. The MBA programme, while
having focused a lot on preparing the
student for their first job, must now
increasingly focus on preparing 
students for a career in an uncertain
world. Students graduating must
have undergone at least two years 
of AI training. AI cannot be a couple
of standalone courses in the curricu-
lum. The thrust should be to make 
it a “horizontal” embedded across
areas, with faculty too being trained
suitably.

Inculcating a Lifelong Learning
(LLL) attitude should be one of the key
graduate outcomes in a present-
day MBA programme, akin to teach-
ing a person to fish rather than just
being served fish, because constant
learning will be essential to stay
continuously relevant in a rapidly
evolving AI world.

What should an MBA offer today?

The school library: From a room full of books to a centre of learning
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How real responsibility builds student confidence
“Students grow the most when we hand them real responsibility, not just advice about it,” says Ramakrishnan Raman, Vice

Chancellor, Symbiosis International (Deemed University), reflecting on the changing expectations from universities and the need
to equip young people with skills, confidence and independent thinking

Engineering’s new learning paradigm
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The UK has test-fired a US
torpedo from an undersea
drone in a symbolic boost
for maritime ties in time
for Prime Minister Andy
Burnham’s first meeting
with US President Donald
Trump in New York on
Tuesday. Downing Street
said the Plymouth-made
drone was used in the first
such test firing of an anti-
submarine weapon —
jointly developed by the
US and Australia. The
heavyweight torpedo is
designed to sink ships and
deep-diving submarines
launched from undersea
UK-made drone 
named Excalibur. (AP)

Undersea drone
test successful

UK

Flights were taking off
and landing at New York
City-area airports
Tuesday with some
delays and
cancellations, after
hours of disruptions
resulting from damaged
communications lines at
a key air traffic control
facility in Philadelphia
that were later repaired.

Hundreds of flights
were cancelled
throughout the US
Northeast on Monday,
including more than 600
into and out of Newark
Liberty International
Airport, as the outage hit
every major airport in the
New York City area.
Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy also said in
an online post that 
“it will take some time to
clear all existing 
delays”. (AP)

NY airport 
service resumes

USA
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YOSHITA SINGH 
n United Nations

External Affairs Minister Jaishankar
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
has described the first foreign min-
isters’ meeting of India with the
four-member Visegrad group (V4) of
Central European countries as a
“new historic occasion” as he began
his engagements at the high-level
UN General Assembly week.

At their first meeting, India and
the four-member group on
Monday agreed to step up political,
economic and defence coopera-
tion. The meeting was held on the
margins of the 81st session of the
UN General Assembly.

The Visegrad Group is a cultural
and political alliance of the Czech
Republic, Hungary, Poland, and
Slovakia that aims at advancing co-
operation in military, economic, cul-

tural and energy affairs. Jaishankar
joined Poland’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Radek Sikorski, Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister of

Hungary Anita Orban, Slovak
Minister of Foreign and European
Affairs Juraj Blanar and Czech
Foreign Minister Petr Macinka for the
meeting. “It was, in a sense, a new

historic occasion,” Jaishankar said
in remarks after the meeting.

Jaishankar, who arrived in New
York City Sunday, is leading the
Indian delegation for the 81st
session of the UN General
Assembly. “It was a very, very pro-
ductive meeting. What we agreed
was that since India’s relationship
with the European Union itself is
deepening, with the V4 we would
take some special initiatives to
create an annual business forum,”
he said, adding that there was
“consensus” that the foreign min-
isters of the five nations in the
group would meet annually.

“We would also explore in tech-
nology and innovation whether
we could be doing more. We have
a very strong history with all the V4
countries in defence. We want to
refresh and take forward that record
and that cooperation,” Jaishankar

said. The group also discussed
issues including space, connectiv-
ity, and people-to-people mobility.

Jaishankar said the meeting was
“very worthwhile” and “very produc-
tive”, with discussions focusing on
cooperation as well as major global
crises, including the Ukraine conflict
and developments in the Gulf. “It
was really a very, very worthwhile,
very productive meeting. I’m very
pleased about it,” he said in remarks
to reporters after the meeting.

In a post on X, Jaishankar said the
first meeting in the V4+India format
agreed to closer political coopera-
tion, including annual meetings of
foreign ministers, and deeper eco-
nomic cooperation, including the
Annual Business Forum. The coun-
tries also agreed to strengthen
technology, innovation, research
and education partnerships; rein-
vigorate defence cooperation;

further develop cultural coopera-
tion and people-to-people rela-
tions and work together to support
multilateralism, he said. Jaishankar
also said that India has “very good”
relations with the V4 countries.

“These are countries with a very
strong, very distinctive capability.
These are industrial economies,
economies with great innovation
and technology talent, and I think
how the V4 come together is for
them to decide. But we certainly
welcome the opportunity to work
with the V4 together,” he told
reporters. After the first V4+India
foreign ministers meeting, Foreign
Minister Juraj Blanar of Slovakia
said, “We all agree as V4 countries
that India, as a part of the Global
South, an upcoming superpower in
the Indo-Pacific region, must be at
the table as a permanent member
of the UN Security Council. (PTI )

India and V4 group boost defence, economic ties

European Union, Philippines to sign FTA

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar in a group photograph with Poland Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski, Hungary Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Anita Orban, Slovakia’s Foreign Minister Juraj Blanar and Czechia’s Foreign
Minister Petr Macinka of the UNGA 81 in New York city PTI

FARNOUSH AMIRI/JAMEY
KEATEN n United Nations

President Donald Trump has
signed an agreement with
Denmark and Greenland
aimed at strengthening
Arctic and North Atlantic
security, easing tensions over
his repeated calls for
Greenland to become part of
the United States. 

The signing Tuesday on
the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly in New
York comes days after Trump
announced the deal to
bolster US military presence
on the vast, icy island but
keep it under Danish control.
The governments provided
few details of the agreement
before the signing. 

“This is tremendous for
Europe and for the United
States and for everybody,”
Trump said just before the
agreement was signed. “And
for Greenland, it’s going to be
incredible.” For months,
Trump has expressed his
desire for Greenland to

become part of the United
States and issued threats to
seize the semiautonomous
territory from Denmark, a
NATO ally. On Tuesday, he did
not respond to questions
about whether a US acquisi-
tion of Greenland was off the
table.   Officials from the US,
Greenland and Denmark
negotiated for months
behind the scenes, searching
for solutions to address some
of Trump’s security concerns
about the mineral-rich island. 

Trump’s designs on
Greenland strained relations
within NATO, with Danish
Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen warning a US
takeover would amount to
the end of the Atlantic
alliance.The standoff unset-
tled many of Greenland’s
roughly 56,000 people and
drove a wedge between the
US and Denmark and its
European Union partners,
who stepped up security
exercises on and monetary
support for the island.

Trade and hopes for a

resource grab have all fac-
tored into concerns about
Greenland’s  future:  
About two-thirds of its ter-
ritory sits inside the Arctic
Circle, where melting sea
ice has opened additional
shipping routes

The United States was
prominent in Greenland for
decades but, since 1945, the

US military presence in
Greenland has decreased
from thousands of soldiers
on 17 bases and installations
to roughly 200 soldiers on
the remote Pituffik Space
Base in the northwest. 

The base supports missile
warning, missile defense and
space surveillance opera-
tions for the US and NATO.

Addressing the United
Nations General Assembly
on Tuesday morning, Trump
provided a small window
into details of the deal.

“We will immediately
begin the process of develop-
ing a large military presence
in the appropriate locations,”
he said, including “building
two very major military

bases.” Denmark’s parlia-
ment approved a bill last
year to allow US military
bases on Danish soil, widen-
ing a 2023 military agree-
ment made with the Biden
administration that gave US
troops broad access to air
bases in Denmark.

Trump previously insisted
the US needed to “take
Greenland,” to prevent Russia
or China from doing the
same. Though Trump said he
would rather “ make a deal “
for the territory, he added:
“one way or the other, we’re
going to have Greenland.”

Mikkel Runge Olesen, a
senior researcher at the
Danish Inst i tute  of
International  Studies ,  
said  Greenland and
Denmark come away from
the deal with the possibili-
ty  of  “ending the 
crisis without compromis-
ing on sovereignty,” while
the US gets a “somewhat
more favourable” deal 
than under the existing
defence treaty. (AP )

Trump signs US-Denmark-Greenland agreement to bolster Arctic security

YOSHITA SINGH 
n New York

US President Donald Trump
on Tuesday said he will use,
if necessary, the enormous
tariff authorities provided to
him under a new law to end
the “disastrous war” between
Russia and Ukraine.

Trump on Friday signed
the ‘Lindsey O Graham
Sanctioning Russia and Iran
Act of 2026’, which authoris-
es the US President to impose
steep tariffs of up to 100 per
cent on the top five importers
of crude oil and gas from
Moscow, including China and
India, contending that the
trade has been a key source
for funding the war in
Ukraine.

“We continue to seek an
end to the disastrous war
between Russia and Ukraine,
which is killing tens of thou-
sands of people per month,”
Trump said in his address to
the 81st session of the UN
General Assembly.

“Last week, in honour of
Senator Lindsey Graham, I
signed a powerful new law
passed by Congress provid-
ing me with enormous new
tariff authorities - and if nec-
essary, I will use them,”
Trump said. (PTI )

SAM MCNEIL n Brussels

The European Union and
the Philippines have
reached substantial agree-
ment on a new free trade
deal, the latest bilateral
agreement that Brussels is
pursuing as it seeks to

diversify its economy amid
tensions with traditional
trading partners including
China, Russia and the
United States.

European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen tweeted Tuesday,
“we just agreed on a free

trade deal,” but EU officials
later clarified that it was a
preliminary agreement, and
that a full deal would take
further negotiations. The

EU’s top trade negotia-
tor, Maros Sefcovic, said
he and Philippine Trade
Secretary Maria Cristina
Aldeguer-Roque have
been negotiating a deal
aimed at boosting the
nearly 30 billion euros of
annual trade between the
27-nation EU and the
Southeast Asian nation of
115 million people.

Sefcovic said it would
create  “a  modern,
forward-looking partner-
ship between the EU and
the Phil ippines,  one 
that  wi l l  open new
opportunities for our
exporters and investors,
strengthen our supply
chains and deepen bilat-
eral economic ties for
years to come.” (AP )

Ursula von der Leyen

Will tariff 
to end Ukraine
war if needed:
Donald Trump

KJM VARMA n Beijing

China on Tuesday spelt
out Taiwan as a “red line”,
a day ahead of President Xi
Jinping’s visit to
Washington for a summit
with his US counterpart
Donald Trump. Beijing
claims Taiwan as part of its
mainland.

Xi’s  meeting with
Trump on Thursday during
his three-day visit to
Washington will be the
two leaders’  second
meeting since May.

Announcing Xi’s visit,
the Chinese Foreign
Ministry said on Monday
that the leaders’ meeting
within a span of half a year
marks a “milestone of his-
toric significance”.  During
the meeting, Xi is widely
expected to convey
China’s firm opposition
to America’s proposed $11
billion arms package 
for Taiwan. (PTI )

China draws
red line
Taiwan ahead
of Xi-Trump
summit

President Donald Trump signs a security agreement with Denmark’s Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen and
Greenland’s Prime Minister Jens-Frederik Nielsen during the United Nations General Assembly AP
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Fintech major PhonePe on
Tuesday announced that it
has secured in-principle
approval from the Central
Bank of the UAE for two key
operating licences, marking
its first international
expansion footprint. The in-
principle approval covers
Retail Payment Services and
Card Schemes (RPSCS), as
well as stored value facilities (SVF), the company said in
a statement.

The digital payments firm will now work towards
obtaining final approval before commencing commercial
operations in the United Arab Emirates. Upon securing
final regulatory clearances, PhonePe plans to partner
with regional banks, licenced payment service providers,
and local technology vendors.

The company also intends to explore opportunities to
support the UAE’s domestic payment rails, Aani and
Jaywan, by leveraging its full-stack technology platform.
“The country’s vision and regulatory environment make
it an ideal setting for our international journey. As the
UAE advances toward an interconnected, digital-first
economy, PhonePe aims to be a committed, long-term
partner supporting its evolving ecosystem.

“By combining world-class technology with local
partnerships, PhonePe intends to support the strong
economic and trade corridors connecting the UAE, India,
and global markets, while striving to deliver elevated
everyday payment experiences across the Emirates,”
Ritesh Pai, CEO and Executive Director, International
Payments at PhonePe, said. (PTI)

PhonePe gets UAE nod 
for two payment licences

Samsung India Electronics profit declined 36 per cent to
`7,228.10 crore for the financial year ended March 31,
2026, according to a RoC filing by the consumer
electronics major. However, its revenue from operations
rose slightly by 1.2 per cent to `1.12 lakh crore in FY26,
according to financial data accessed through the business
intelligence platform Tofler.

Samsung India Electronics reported revenue from
operations of `1,11,183.40 crore on a consolidated basis
for FY25, and its profit stood at `11,287.50 crore.

Its total consolidated income, which includes other
income, was `1,14,738.60 crore (1.14 lakh crore) in
FY26. An email sent to Samsung India Electronics seeking
comments regarding the filing remained unanswered at
the time of the story filing.

Part of the South Korean chaebol Samsung Electronics
operates in segments such as mobile phones, tablets,
televisions, home appliances and computers in the
Indian market. (PTI)

Samsung India Electronics
profit falls 36% in FY26

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A year after the implementa-
tion of GST 2.0, top auto
industry executives from
Tata Motors, Hyundai Motor
India, Mahindra Group, and
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd said
the tax reform has improved
v e h i c l e  a f f o r d a b i l i t y ,
strengthened consumer con-
fidence and provided a sig-
nificant boost to demand
across segments.

The executives said the
reform has helped broaden
the customer base, particu-
larly by improving affordabil-
ity in the entry-level market,
while the resulting demand
momentum is encouraging
automakers to accelerate
capital expenditure and
expand capacity.

Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Ltd MD & CEO
Shailesh Chandra said GST
2.0 had provided a signifi-
cant stimulus to the nation’s
economy by improving
affordability and energising
consumer demand.

“The momentum we have
built over the past year rein-
forces our belief that pro-
gressive policy,  greater
accessibility, and desirable
p r o d u c t s  c a n  t o g e t h e r
expand the market and
bring new-age mobility
within reach of many more
Indians,” he said.

Hyundai Motor India Ltd
MD & CEO Tarun Garg said
the GST 2.0 reforms have
been a significant catalyst for
the Indian automotive indus-
try, driving enhanced market
accessibility and stronger
consumer confidence.

“The passenger vehicle
industry has recorded a year-
on-year growth of 15 per
cent plus during September
2025-March 2026 and 29 per

cent plus during April-August
FY2026-27 clearly demon-
strating the strong impact of
these reforms,” Garg said.

It is clearly evident that
G S T  2 . 0  r e f o r m s  h a v e
enhanced affordability and
accessibility for customers,
enabling more Indian fami-
lies to realise their aspiration
of vehicle ownership. We
believe these reforms have
strengthened the founda-
tions of the Indian automo-
tive sector and will continue
to support its long-term,
sustainable growth,  he
added. 

“GST 2.0 was an important
milestone in India’s journey
towards a simpler, more effi-
cient and growth-oriented
tax regime.

Mahindra Group CEO &
MD Anish Shah said the ben-
efits of GST rationalisation
were visible across the
group’s businesses, with
higher demand also prompt-
ing further investments to
increase capacity.

“Over the past year, busi-
nesses at the Mahindra Group

have seen a significant posi-
tive impact. Since the GST
rationalisation, SUVs have
grown 17 per cent, while LCVs
(light commercial vehicles)
and tractors have grown 20
per cent,” he stated.

Shah said this momen-
tum reflects the role that tax
rationalisation can play in
improving affordability and
supporting demand across
both urban and rural India.

“As a result of the enhanced
demand, we are making
further investments to increase
capacity across multiple busi-
nesses,” the Mahindra Group
CEO & MD stated. 

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
MD & CEO Hisashi Takeuchi
said the reform had given
fresh impetus to India’s
growth journey, with the
company witnessing partic-
ularly strong growth in its
entry segment.

“At Maruti Suzuki, passen-
ger vehicle sales grew about
36 per cent year-on-year
during Apr-Aug’26. We are
particularly encouraged by
the entry segment’s growth

of over 96 per cent, where
improved affordability has
brought mobility closer to
many more people,” he said
in a post on X.

He highlighted that when
domestic industry catches
scale and competitiveness,
more global business auto-
matically shifts to us, leading
to more exports. “Encouraged
by this growth, we are accel-
erating our capex plans,
which in turn will create a
multiplier effect across the
economy,” Maruti Suzuki
India Ltd MD & CEO said.

T h e  G S T  C o u n c i l  h a d
approved changes to the
t a x  s t r u c t u r e  e f f e c t i v e
September 22, 2025, with
petrol, LPG and CNG vehicles
of less than 1,200 cc and not
more than 4,000 mm length
and diesel vehicles of up to
1,500 cc and 4,000 mm
length moved to the 18 per
cent rate from 28 per cent.
The tax rationalisation has
b e e n  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  
supporting demand across
various segments of the
automobile industry.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Tuesday absorbed
`71,971 crore from the
banking system through an
overnight variable rate
reverse repo (VRRR) auction
amid a huge surplus.

The central bank received
bids worth `71,971 crore,
which it accepted fully, for a
notified amount of `75,000
crore, according to an official
release. The bids were accept-
ed at a cut-off and weighted
average rate of 5.24 per cent,
the release said.

The RBI has been conduct-
ing various VRRR auctions
since last month in order to
absorb surplus liquidity from
the banking system and align
the overnight money market
rates to the repo rate.
Currently, liquidity in the
banking system is estimated
to be in surplus of around
`4.92 lakh crore as on
September 21, as per the
RBI data.

The central bank also
conducted two open
market operations (OMO)
resulting in sales of govern-
ment securities worth
`50,000 crore on

September 17 and `25,000
crore on September 21.

Under an OMO sale, banks
and other investors pay the
RBI for the government
securities, thereby draining
rupee liquidity from the
banking system. The central
bank had announced OMO
sales totalling `1 lakh crore
in three tranches to manage
the prevailing liquidity 
conditions.

The remaining last
tranche of `25,000 crore is
scheduled for September
28. The banking system
was flushed with liquidity
due to heavy mobilisation
of FCNR (B) deposits by
banks, as the mobilisation
brought foreign currency
into the system, while sub-
sequent swaps with the
RBI  provided rupee 
liquidity to banks.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Benchmark indices Sensex and
Nifty ended lower on Tuesday
despite a positive trend in
global markets and easing
crude oil prices, dragged by IT,
financials and capital goods
stocks. The 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 329.91 points,
or 0.44 per cent, to settle at
74,529.08. During the day, it
lost 435.28 points, or 0.58 per
cent, to 74,423.71.

The 50-share NSE Nifty ended
85.30 points, or 0.36 per cent,
lower at 23,329, snapping a four-
day rally.  Among the 30 Sensex
firms, Bajaj Finserv, Trent, Bajaj
Finance, State Bank of India,
Sun Pharma and UltraTech
Cement were the major lag-
gards. Eternal, Interglobe
Aviation, Titan and Tata Steel
were among the winners.

Brent crude, the global oil

benchmark, declined 1.67 per
cent to USD 98.66 per barrel.

Indian equity benchmarks
ended lower on Tuesday, with
domestic sentiment remaining
weak despite a more support-
ive global backdrop. Falling
crude oil prices and softer
global bond yields offered a
more supportive backdrop,
but the improvement in global
conditions failed to translate
into gains for Indian equities.

“Broad-based selling across
IT, financials and consumer
goods kept the domestic
benchmarks under pressure,”
Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich
Money, an online trading and
wealth tech firm, said.

Among major IT stocks,
Hexaware Technologies lost
2.23 per cent, TCS dropped 1.13
per cent, Infosys 0.98 per cent,
HCL Tech 0.80 per cent and
Tech Mahindra 0.51 per cent on
the  BSE.

KUSHAN MITRA n Mumbai

The JSW Group on Tuesday
entered one of the toughest
corners of Indian manufac-
turing — commercial vehicles
— launching AMPSTAR, the
electric bus and truck brand
of JSW Greentech Limited.
The first vehicles go on sale
within weeks.

Chairman Sajjan Jindal is
committing about `2,000
crore to the business, is open
to acquisitions to reach the
top two or three of India’s
commercial vehicle industry,
and is building towards an
electric truck fleet of about
one lakh vehicles by 2030. He
framed the entry as “an act of
nation-building — moving
India’s people and goods on
power generated within
India, rather than fuel sourced
from outside,” noting India’s
crude import bill of over $200
billion and warning that
diesel prices could rise given
the geopolitical situation.

The business starts inside
the group. “Our plan is initial-
ly to provide both swappable
and fixed batteries. Initially
we will operate these electric
trucks and buses for our own
(JSW Group) needs and on a
point-to-point basis — for
example the 290 kilometre
run from Krishnapatnam Port
to our JSW Steel plant in
Vijayanagara,” Parth Jindal
told The Pioneer.

That conviction came from
a small trial: electric trucks

run for JSW Cement cut costs
by `115 a tonne. “When
margins on cement are just
around `1,000 a tonne, that
made a massive difference,”
Parth Jindal said. Fixed,
closed-loop routes make
charging predictable and the
economics workable despite
sticker prices well above
diesel equivalents.

The macro case is twofold.
Citing Nitin Gadkari, Parth
Jindal said India is at 1.2 buses
per 100 population and must
triple that for viable intra-city
and inter-city transport. And
commercial vehicles account
for 40 per cent of India’s
diesel consumption, making
their electrification vital for
energy security.

After 16 months of listening
to operators and passengers,
JSW settled on a “full-stack”
model bundling charging,
operating solutions, financing
and after-sales support with
the vehicle, offering 150 kW to
500 kW configurations and a
choice of purchase, leasing or
Battery as a Service . Energy

strategy is hedged across fast
charging and swapping, with
a claimed seven-minute swap.
Two packs come first—282
kWh in fixed and swappable
form, and a 400 kWh fixed
unit—for 140-200 km of range.

CEO Sumit Mittal said buses
will span 7 to 18 metres across
staff, city, intercity and school
use, while trucks begin with
a 55-tonne tractor-trailer,
shown in Mumbai, before
tippers and dumpers follow.

Production runs from a 90-
acre integrated plant at AURIC,
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,
with capacity for 10,000 buses
and 5,000 trucks a year and
commercial output expected
within 30 days. 

Jindal calls the plant an
“entry strategy,” not the des-
tination. The real test begins
outside JSW’s own gates,
where margin-sensitive fleet
operators must accept a
higher price for lower
running costs. As the chair-
man conceded, “the econom-
ics have to make the case —
not sentiment.”

GST 2.0 boosts demand: Auto industry RBI absorbs `71,971 crore
via overnight VRRR auction 

Sensex drops 330 points; Nifty settles below 23,350

JSW bets `2,000 crore on electric
trucks and buses with AMPSTAR

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Bharti Airtel will offer 50
GB iCloud plan to iPhone
users subscribing to its
post-paid plans priced
`999 and above,  the
company said  on
Tuesday. The company
has already been offering
100 GB cloud storage on
Google One to all post-
paid subscribers.

“Airtel’s latest postpaid
offering combines Apple’s
newly expanded iCloud+
offerings, which offers
secure storage and sharing
of personal content, as

well as access to Apple TV’s
award-winning originals,
and hundreds of incredibly
fun games through 
Apple Arcade. The new
offering is available for
Airtel customers on family
plans of `999 and above,”
the company said in a
statement.

With iCloud+, millions of
Airtel postpaid customers
will be able to store, sync
and access their photos,
files, passwords, contacts
and other important infor-
mation across their Apple
devices.

Airtel to offer
complementary
iCloud service
to iPhone users

Chairman Sajjan Jindal 
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Seekho Sikhao Foundation
(SSF), a non-profit grassroot
education initiative organ-
ised a Menstrual Hygiene
Orientation Workshop, with
support from the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), for
teachers and representatives
from 20 Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) and
four Government Girls’ Inter
Colleges in Sitapur district,
Uttar Pradesh.

The workshop was held at
the District Inspector of
Schools Auditorium, Sitapur,
to strengthen awareness
around menstrual hygiene
and promote a safe, healthy
and supportive environment
for girls in schools. 

As part of the initiative,
Menstrual Hygiene Garima
Kits manufactured by FabPad
will be provided to girls. Each
kit comprises five reusable
cloth pads, two undergar-
ments, one washing soap
and an instruction booklet.

The workshop was chaired
by Dr Rajendra Singh, District
Inspector of Schools, while Dr
Gorakhnath Patel, District
Basic Education Officer,
addressed the participants as
the keynote speaker.
Teachers and representatives
were oriented on menstrual
hygiene practices, sensitive
and respectful communica-
tion with girls, and conduct-
ing awareness activities at
the school level.

Maneesh Singh, Manager,
Seekho Sikhao Foundation,
said, “For the past six years,
the Foundation has been
working to improve access to
quality education for chil-
dren and bring about positive
and sustainable change in the
education system”. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Ahead of World Heart Day
2026, the Illness to Wellness
Foundation organised a
conference in New Delhi
under the theme “Healthy
Heart for a Healthy Life”,
bringing together leading
cardiologists, healthcare
experts and public health
voices to highlight the
growing importance of pre-
vention, early detection and
healthier everyday choices
amid concerns around
stress, pollution and chang-
ing lifestyles. The confer-
ence focused on building a
stronger culture of preven-
tion through awareness,
healthy l iving,  regular
health checks, emergency
preparedness and greater
community participation.

(Padma Bhushan) Dr TS
Kler, Chairman & HOD, BLK-
Max Heart  & Vascular
Institute & Chairman, Pan
Max — Electrophysiology,
said, “It is important to
support the call for the
Government of India to
establish structured pre-
ventive cardiovascular pro-
grammes and strengthen
health education and pre-
vention so that awareness
translates into sustained
action and reaches people
at the community level.
This preventive approach
must also take into account
the broader environmental
and lifestyle factors influ-
encing heart health, from
air pollution, noise pollu-
tion and stubble burning to

rising stress, changing
work patterns and evolving
lifestyle habits.” 

(Padma Bhushan)  Dr
(Prof) KK Talwar, Chairman,
PSRI Heart Institute, New
Delhi, stressed the impor-
tance of community pre-
paredness during cardiac
emergencies, saying, “Every
minute is important. It is
only the person who is by
the side that matters.” He
called for wider communi-
ty CPR training to enable
people to provide immedi-
ate assistance while
medical help is arriving.

Dr Talwar also underlined
the importance of preven-
tive awareness and CPR
skills, saying, “Apart from
the awareness, the preven-
tive steps, all of us probably
should also have the knowl-
edge how to do a good

quality CPR by the side.”
(Padma Shri) Dr Ganesh

Kumar Mani, Chairman,
Cardiac Sciences, Cardiac
Surgery (CTVS), Max Smart
Super Speciality Hospital,
Saket, Delhi, highlighted
the importance of preven-
tive cardiology and health-
ier everyday habits, partic-
ularly the role of stress
and sedentary lifestyles.
“Preventive cardiology has
taken a big centre stage,
and we need to move
beyond looking at heart
d i s e a s e  o n l y  w h e n  a
problem arises,” he said.

In  his  address ,  Ani l
Rajput ,  Chairperson,
Advisory Council, Illness to
Wellness Foundation, said,
“A healthy life is shaped by
the choices we make every
day - what we eat, how
active we remain, how we

manage stress and whether
we give ourselves enough
time to rest and recharge.
Building a culture of pre-
vention is not just about
responding to illness; it is
about making healthier
choices a part of everyday
life. When individuals, fam-
ilies, communities and
institutions come together
to prioritise wellbeing, we
can create a healthier and
more aware society.”

In his concluding remarks,
Dr Gautam Singal, Member,
FICCI Health Services
Committee & Senior
Consultant and Professor of
Cardiology, Amrita Institute
of Medical Sciences &
Research Centre, Faridabad,
said, “The challenge today is
not the lack of knowledge, it
is putting that knowledge
into action.”

Experts highlight healthy lifestyle for heart health

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

In its bid to build an integrat-
ed health and life sciences
ecosystem, the Chhattisgarh
Government has approved
setting up of a 200-acre
Medicity and a 141-acre
Pharma Park. The two pro-
jects will give a fillip to the
State’s healthcare delivery,
attract investment and gen-
erate employment oppor-
tunities.

The twin projects are
designed to merge phar-
maceutical manufacturing,
m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,
research and healthcare
services into an integrated
ecosystem. The proposed
M e d i c i t y  d e v e l o p e d
through private sector par-

ticipation is planned for
roughly 5,000 beds. The
p l a n n e d  e c o s y s t e m
includes multi-speciality
hospitals, medical colleges,
diagnostic centres and
amenities for patients and
their families.

The Pharma Park is being
built with plug-and-play facil-
ities for pharmaceutical
manufacturing, common
utilities and logistics support.
Over the past 18 months,
Chhattisgarh has received
pharma investment propos-
als worth `992.53 crore.
Seven plots in the park have
been allotted and four pro-
jects valued at about Rs 216
crore are in various stages of
implementation.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai has been on record

asserting that Chhattisgarh
is developing new sectors
like pharmaceuticals, along-
side its traditional industri-
al strengths, as pillars of
development. 

An official statement said
pharmaceuticals and
medical devices have been
included as priority sectors
in Chhattisgarh’s Industrial
Policy 2024-30, with incen-
tives for attracting invest-
ment as well as for research
and development, clinical
trials and technological inno-
vation. Existing institutions
in the Naya Raipur and
Raipur region, including
AIIMS Raipur, Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital and
Balco Cancer Hospital will
also be integrated into the
ecosystem.

Chhattisgarh approves 200 acre
Medicity, 141 acre Pharma park

SSF ORGANISES
MENSTRUAL
HYGIENE
WORKSHOP 
FOR TEACHERS 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

BikeWo Green Tech Limited
(NSE: BIKEWO) is targeting
approximately 10,000 vehi-
cles in its operating fleet
during FY 2026-27, funded by
a preferential issue through
warrants of more than `76
crore. The expansion marks
a shift from electric vehicle
sales and distribution into EV
asset ownership and leasing,
fleet deployment, specialised
mobility applications, operat-
ing partnerships, lifecycle
support and technology-
enabled logistics. BikeWo is

calling this next phase
BikeWo Ascend.

An early milestone is
BikeWo’s engagement with
Reliance Industries Limited’s
Bio Energy Division for the
hiring and deployment of
specialised electric tractors.
The contracts have an esti-
mated aggregate value of
approximately `66.46 crore,
with contractual validity
extending to July 2033. The
tractors are equipped with
specialised loader, catcher
and grabber applications,
along with associated driver
and vehicle-operation ser-
vices. The deployment takes

electric mobility into bio-
energy and biomass-handling
operations, an emerging
application in specialised
industrial environments.

“For us, BikeWo Ascend is
about building a much larger
business around electric
mobility. We started with
vehicles, but we see a signif-
icantly bigger opportunity in
the infrastructure, operations
and technology that enable
those vehicles to deliver
value. Our engagement in the
bio-energy sector is an
encouraging example of how
specialised electric mobility
can find applications beyond

conventional transportation,”
said Hiten Pal Saklani, Chief
Executive Officer, BikeWo
Green Tech Limited.

“Scale for us is not simply
about putting more vehicles
on the road. It is about
building the operating capa-
bility around those vehi-
cles. We want to create a
platform that can bring
together the right assets,
partners, technology and
operating capabilities for
different mobility require-
ments. As we expand across
India, that is the business we
are focused on building,”
Saklani added.

BikeWo to scale fleet to 10,000 vehicles

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi/Lucknow

State-owned NHAI has barred
Theme Engineering Services, a
consultancy agency involved
in Kanpur-Lucknow
Expressway construction, from
participating in any bids for
highway projects of the Road
Transport Ministry/NHAI for
two years, a senior
Government official has said.

NHAI’s action came after a
stretch of the Kanpur-
Lucknow Expressway was
damaged, with the highway
authority extending the debar-

ment of PNC Infratech conces-
sionaire Awadh Expressway to
the parent company.

“NHAI, in exercise of the
powers available under the
Consultancy Agreement...M/s
Theme Engineering Services
Pvt Ltd in association with M/s
Ishita Info Solutions Pvt Ltd

and M/s Theme Engineering
Services Pvt Ltd and M/s Ishita
Info Solutions Pvt Ltd in their
individual capacities are
hereby debarred for a period
of two years from partici-
pating in future bids if
NHAI/MoRTH/ NHIDCL and
other central Government

road projects, as applicable
under the said policy,” the
official said.

He further said that the
aforesaid debarment is
imposed on account of
serious lapses in discharge of
contractual obligations of
the independent engineer,
including failure to exercise
the required degree of profes-
sional diligence and effective
supervision and quality sur-
veillance in relation to pave-
ment, embarkment/ slope
protection, RE structure,
drainage and associated
safety/maintained assets.

As India prepares to observe
the 11th Ayurveda Day on 23
September 2026, under the
theme “Ayurveda for a
Healthier Tomorrow”, the
occasion provides an oppor-
tunity to reflect on how
Ayurveda can contribute to
accessible,  community-
centred healthcare. Beyond
hospitals and specialised
institutions, its reach depends
on how effectively health-
care services, awareness and
knowledge connect with
people in their everyday lives.

Ayush institutions have an
important role in strengthen-
ing this connection. Ayurveda
hospitals, dispensaries, edu-
cational institutions and
research centres serve not
only as healthcare facilities
but also as platforms for edu-
cation, research, profession-
al training and public engage-
ment. Their contribution
extends to helping communi-

ties understand preventive
healthcare, access qualified
practitioners and make
informed decisions about
their wellbeing.

Strengthening  reach  of
public  healthcare

The National Ayush Mission
(NAM) is an important initia-
tive of the Government of
India to strengthen Ayush
healthcare infrastructure and
improve access to services.
Through support for Ayush
hospitals, dispensaries and
other healthcare facilities,
the mission seeks to extend
the availability of Ayush
systems of medicine to a
wider population.

The strengthening of
healthcare infrastructure
must go hand in hand with
effective community engage-
ment. The presence of a facil-
ity is only the first step; its real
value lies in the quality of ser-

vices it provides and its ability
to respond to local healthcare
needs. Regular outreach,
qualified practitioners, ade-
quate infrastructure and
appropriate referral mecha-
nisms are essential to ensur-
ing that communities can
access suitable care.

Taking  preventive  health-
care  into everyday  life

Ayurveda places emphasis
on daily routines, seasonal
practices, dietary habits and
maintaining balance in every-
day life. These principles offer
opportunities for health edu-
cation and awareness, partic-
ularly when communicated
responsibly and in ways that
people can incorporate into
their daily routines.

Ayush institutions can
support this effort through
community awareness pro-
grammes, health education
activities and engagement
with local health workers.
Such initiatives can help
people understand the
importance of healthy
lifestyles, recognise when
professional medical advice
is needed and seek appropri-
ate healthcare promptly.

Preventive health commu-
nication must, however,
remain evidence-informed
and responsible. General

wellness guidance should
not be confused with medical
treatment, nor should it
encourage people to delay
diagnosis or discontinue pre-
scribed medication. Patient
safety, informed choices and
professional guidance must
remain central to all commu-
nity outreach efforts.

Building  stronger  connec-
tions  across  healthcare
systems

India’s public healthcare
framework provides opportu-
nities to bring healthcare
services closer to communi-
ties through comprehensive
primary healthcare.
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs
are an important part of this
approach, with an emphasis
on preventive, promotive,
curative, rehabilitative and
palliative services.

Appropriate coordination
between Ayush institutions

and the wider healthcare
system can help strengthen
community-level engage-
ment. Collaboration with
frontline health workers, local
healthcare teams and other
institutions can support
awareness, continuity of care
and timely referrals.

Such coordination should
be guided by patient needs,
professional standards and
the appropriate role of each
system of medicine. The objec-

tive is to enable people to
access suitable healthcare
while ensuring that quality,
safety and informed decision-
making remain priorities.

Making  community  out-
reach  more  responsive

Effective healthcare out-
reach must recognise that
communities have diverse
needs. People living in
remote areas may face differ-
ent barriers from those in
urban settlements, while
access to healthcare can also
be influenced by awareness,
availability of practitioners
and distance from facilities.

Ayush institutions can
respond through regular com-
munity engagement, locally
relevant health education and
collaboration with public
health workers. Digital plat-
forms and teleconsultation
may further support access
where connectivity and infra-
structure permit, while in-
person services remain essen-
tial for many healthcare needs.

The effectiveness of these
efforts should be reflected not
merely in the number of pro-
grammes conducted, but in
whether people can access
appropriate services, under-
stand available healthcare
options and receive reliable
guidance.

A  shared  commitment  to  a
healthier  tomorrow

The vision of “One Health,
One Future” highlights the
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s  o f
human wellbeing, commu-
nities, animals and the envi-
ronment. It calls for collab-
oration across institutions
and sectors, with public
health remaining a shared
responsibility.

As we mark Ayurveda Day
2026, strengthening the
connection between Ayush
institutions and communi-
ties offers an important
opportunity to translate this
vision into meaningful
action. 

Through accessible ser-
vices, responsible health
awareness, institutional col-
laboration and sustained
public engagement, Ayush
institutions can contribute
to a healthcare system that
i s  m o r e  r e s p o n s i v e  t o
people’s needs.

A healthier tomorrow
depends not only on the
strength of our institutions,
but also on how effectively
they serve and remain con-
nected with the communi-
ties around them.

The author is a senior 
statistical advisor, Ministry of Ayush,

Government of India

Taking Ayurveda to people: Strengthening community-centred healthcare

L to R: (Padma Shri) Dr Ganesh Kumar Mani, Chairman, Cardiac Sciences, Cardiac Surgery, Max Smart Super
Speciality Hospital; (Padma Bhushan) Dr (Prof) KK Talwar, Chairman, PSRI Heart Institute; Anil Rajput,
Chairperson, Advisory Council, Illness to Wellness Foundation; (Padma Bhushan) Dr TS Kler, Chairman & HOD
— BLK-Max Heart & Vascular Institute and Dr Gautam Singal, Member — FICCI Health Services Committee &
Senior Consultant and Professor Cardiology, Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences PIONEER PHOTO

NHAI debars Theme Engineering from highway projects

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Engineers India Limited, the State-run
engineering consultancy, has signed a
contract worth more than $450 million
to serve as project management and
EPCM consultant for Dangote Group’s
planned 7,00,000-barrel-per-day
greenfield refinery and petrochemical
plant in Kenya, extending a partnership
forged on Africa’s largest refinery.

The deal marks EIL’s second major
engagement with the Lagos-based con-
glomerate, following its role as consul-
tant on Dangote’s 6,50,000-bpd Lekki
Free Zone refinery in Nigeria — current-
ly the world’s largest single-train refin-
ery — and its ongoing expansion to 1.4
million bpd, EIL said in a statement.

Dangote Group, one of West Africa’s
largest industrial conglomerates with
operations spanning 17 African coun-
tries, is pushing further into East
Africa with the Kenyan project as it
seeks to process a broader crude
slate and expand its regional footprint
beyond oil and gas into mining,
cement, fertilisers and food.

EIL has built its international profile
in part through its work on the Lekki
complex, which produces Euro V-
grade gasoline, diesel, jet fuel and
polypropylene. The Kenyan plant will
be built from the ground up, position-
ing EIL across the full project lifecycle
from concept through commissioning.

The contract underscores India’s
growing role as an engineering and
technical-services exporter to Africa’s
energy sector, deepening commercial
ties between New Delhi and one of the
continent’s most influential industri-
al groups. For Dangote, the plant is
intended to cut East Africa’s reliance
on imported refined fuel, bolster
regional energy security, and create
additional volumes for export to
global markets.

Engineers India secures $450M refinery project

SATYAJIT PAUL
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Nagoya 

Lakshya Sen’s stirring comeback was the
perfect subplot as the Indian men’s bad-
minton team produced a superlative perfor-
mance to outwit Japan in the quarterfinals
and assure itself of a medal, but it was cur-
tains for the women’s team following a 1-3
loss to the hosts at the Asian Games here on
Tuesday. It was a flawless performance from
the Indian men, silver medallists at the last
edition, as they rode on victories from
Lakshya, Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty, and Ayush Shetty.

Coming into the event after a series of
early exits and low on confidence, Lakshya
was staring at defeat after losing the
opening game and trailing 14-19 in the
decider.

However, the 25-year-old from
Almora proved his mettle, reeling off
seven straight points to beat world
No.7 and two-time world champi-
onships silver-medallist Kodai Naraoka
11-21, 21-5, 21-19 to give India a
1-0 lead.

Playing the first doubles,
Satwik and Chirag, who
have won two titles this
season, registered a 21-
18, 24-22 win over former
world champions Hoki

Takuro and Kobayashi Yugo to extend
India’s lead to 2-0.

Ayush, a f inalist  at the
Badminton Asia

Championships this year,
then produced an impres-
sive performance to see

off  world no. 16 Koki

Watanabe 21-10 21-19 to seal the match and
a medal for India. India will face the winner
of the other quarterfinal between defend-
ing champions China and Korea in the last
four stage on Wednesday.

“It’s a great win today for our men’s team
over Japan at the Asian Games in Japan. This
brings back some very special memories of

the 1986 Asian Games in Seoul,” former India
coach Vimal Kumar said.

Kumar was part of the Indian men’s bad-
minton team at the 1986 Games alongside
Prakash Padukone, Syed Modi, Uday Pawar,
Ravi Kunte, Leroy D’Sa and Sanat Misra.

“One of the most memorable moments
of our campaign was our victory over
Japan. Prakash and I won our respective
singles matches, and Prakash, partnering
Uday Pawar, won the men’s doubles. It was
a proud moment for all of us and a memo-
rable victory for Indian badminton,” he said.

“Great to see similar memories being
created again. It takes me right back to Seoul
1986,” he added.

The win lifted some of the gloom after the
women’s team’s loss earlier in the day.

While the World Championships bronze
medallists Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand produced a clinical perfor-
mance, the singles players faltered as the
women’s team bowed out of the quadren-
nial event with a 1-3 loss to Japan in the quar-
terfinals. The build-up to the Games could
not have been worse for world no. 14
Lakshya, as he made an early exit from the
home World Championships after losing to
USA’s Garrett Tan, who was ranked world No.
92 at the time. His mentor Vimal Kumar later
revealed that he had been dealing with a
back injury.

IOA chief Usha backs games village system,
says Nagoya model should not become norm

BRIEFLY

The Indian women’s team crashed
out of the Asian Games table
tennis quarterfinals after a 0-3
defeat to North Korea but did one
better than their men
counterparts, who were ousted in
the round of 16, here on Tuesday.

The Indian women’s team had
beaten Thailand 3-2 to make it to
the last eight with a hard-fought
win at the Sky Hall, but could not continue their momentum
and suffered a crushing defeat in the quarterfinal against
the Koreans.

The world Number 164, Kim Kum Yong defeated the
highest ranked Indian women’s singles player Sreeja Akula,
No. 58, in straight games for a commanding 3-0 (11-7, 11-6,
11-5) victory in the first match.

In the second, DPRK’s Pyon Song Gyong, ranked No. 179,
crushed the 76th ranked Indian Yashaswini Ghorpade 3-0
(11-4, 11-3, 11-6) for another one-sided win.

Trailing 0-2, India needed something special from
Number 66 Diya Chitale but she went down fighting against
the 169th-ranked Cha Su Yong 0-3 (9-11, 7-11, 8-11).

Earlier, the Indian women’s team had edged out Thailand
3-2. Sreeja was defeated 2-3 (11-7, 11-1, 9-11, 6-11, 10-12)
by Orawan Paranang in the opening match. The second
match too went into five games as Yashaswini edged out her
opponent Suthasini Sawettabut 3-2 (11-5, 5-11, 7-11, 11-9,
11-9). Diya Chitale, however, suffered a defeat to Jinnipa
Sawettabut, losing to the Thai rival. (PTI) 

Maharashtra’s Prachiti Nagpurkar gave up chartered
accountancy to pursue her dream of becoming a mixed
martial arts match official and has no regrets about leaving
the lucrative profession after becoming the first Indian to
referee a bout at the Asian Games here. Prachiti was a match
referee in one of the semifinal bouts of the Asian Games at
the Nagoya City Inae Sports Center here as MMA made debut
in the continental multi-sport event. She said she has also
officiated in qualifiers for the Asian Games and in Asian
Championships in Uzbekistan and China this year, as well as
in the South East Asian Games. (PTI) 

Table tennis: Indian men’s,
women’s teams knocked out

Prachiti becomes first Indian to
become MMA referee in Asiad

Badminton at Asiad: Indian men assured of medal
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AJAI MASAND n Nagoya

India’s top skeet shooter Anantjeet
Singh Naruka strengthened his
chances of making the Asian
Games final on Tuesday, pro-
ducing a superb 96 out of 100
to move into a four-way tie
for the lead after four rounds
of qualification.

The 28-year-old
Olympian and World
Cup Final bronze medal-
list shot 24 and 25 on
the opening day
before following it
up with 23 and 24
on Tuesday to
stay firmly
among the
leaders at the
shotgun range.
With one more
round of 25
targets remain-
ing, Naruka is

well placed to make the eight-shooter
final and challenge for a medal.

Naruka’s composed performance
provided some relief for the Indian
shooting contingent after an otherwise

disappointing day, with the 10m air
rifle mixed team of Elavenil Valarivan
and Parth Mane failing to make the
medal rounds.

The final qualification round of 25
shots will be held on Wednesday, fol-

lowing which the top eight shoot-
ers will advance to the medal

round. While Naruka
remained in the hunt,

veteran Mairaj Ahmad
Khan and Bhavtegh
Singh Gill were left
out of contention
after struggling in
an el i te  f ield.
Mairaj finished the
day on 91 (23, 22,
23, 23), while Gill
was on 86 (21, 23,
20, 22).

AJAI MASAND n Nagoya 

Indian Olympic Association (IOA)
president P T Usha on Tuesday
questioned the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games organisers’ deci-
sion to do away with a conven-
tional Athletes Village, revealing
that she and several other
members of the event’s coordi-
nation committee had objected
to the idea.

Usha, one of India’s most
successful Asian Games ath-
letes, said the Village was not
merely about accommodation
as it also brought together ath-
letes from different countries,
creating the unique atmos-
phere associated with a multi-
sport event. Athletes at the
Aichi-Nagoya Games are being
housed at different locations,
with a cruise ship serving as the
principal accommodation facil-

ity instead of a single purpose-
built Village. The Games organ-
isers have cited cost and sustain-

ability as the primary reasons
for the experiment that has
divided opinions.

Asian Games find an artistic canvas
AJAI MASAND n Nagoya 

At the Main Media Centre of the
Asian Games here, sport has
found an unusual canvas —
two large display boards filled
with drawings by artists from
across the subcontinent.

The winning entries of a
drawing contest cover a range
of sporting moments and mes-
sages, offering a different view
of the Games from the usual
photographs, results and statis-
tics. One of the prominent
entries from Nepal features a
javelin thrower in full flight, with
the spear soaring into the air
and a bandana tied around his
head. The resemblance to
India’s two-time Olympic
medallist Neeraj Chopra is
unmistakable, making it a clear
tribute to the star athlete.

Another entry from Nepal
focuses on cricket, with a simple
message calling for the sport to
become a global game. It
reflects how the sport has
spread beyond its traditional
strongholds and found new
audiences around the world.

A common feature in many of
the drawings is Honohon, the
official mascot of the Aichi-
Nagoya Games. Inspired by a
mythical creature with head of
a tiger and body of carp,
Honohon is linked to guardian
deity of Nagoya Castle.

The mascot appears in differ-
ent forms and settings, giving
the collection a common
thread despite the different
styles of the artists. The draw-
ings cover a wide range of
ideas. Some focus on athletes
and sporting action, while
others try to capture the wider
atmosphere of the Games.

There are no detailed explana-
tions or statistics, just simple
images of athletes, sporting
equipment, movement and
colour. The display also offers
a view of the Games from
outside the competition.
Instead of  medals  and
podiums, the drawings show
how sport is seen and remem-
bered by those watching it.

A javelin thrower in action,
a cricket bat ready for a shot
and the repeated presence of
Honohon become simple
symbols of an event bringing
together athletes from across
Asia. (PTI )

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Nishio (Japan) 

Indian boxer Sakshi Chaudhary
(51kg) pulled off an upset by
out-punching Paris Olympics
bronze-medallist Aira Villegas
to storm into the pre-quarter-
finals, while Jadumani Singh
(55kg) also advanced to the
last-16 stage of the Asian Games
here on Tuesday.

The 26-year-old Bhiwani
boxer used her height and
long reach to keep the Filipino
at bay and notch a convincing
5-0 win. Jadumani also began
his campaign with a domi-
nant 5-0 victory over Nepal’s
Chandra Bahadur Thapa to
move into the round of 16,
where Tokyo Olympics silver
medallist Carlo Paalam of the
Philippines awaits him.

After a cagey start from both
boxers, Sakshi used her jab

effectively to
control the pro-
ceedings through-
out the round-of-
32 bout.

She upped the
tempo in the
second round,
unleashing a
flurry of
punches as
Villegas strug-

gled to cope
with her pace
and movement.

The Fil ipina
southpaw landed

a couple of stinging left
hooks on the counter and
threw a flurry of punches in
the final round, but it was
too little too late as all five
judges awarded Sakshi a
perfect 10 in every round.

Naruka, Raiza keep India’s hopes of
individual medal alive in skeet shooting

Boxing: Sakshi upstages Olympic-medallist,
Jadumani also wins; duo enters Asiad last-16
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ACROSS

1 The best fellows around central Germany

(6)

7 Woman for a writer to run away with (8)

8 Little chap clutched by a singer (4)

10 Darted around as one did business (6)

11 Riverside property in a foreign country 

14 Indeed Scottish (3)

16 Virginia and Leslie down in the country 

17 Go round to the doctor? (4)

19 Subdued when mated, maybe (5)

21 Well known to have done wrong about

central heating (5)

22 It’s highly brilliant but not meteoric (5)

23 Pedestrian location in Lambeth? (4)

26 French artist, to some degree Anglo-

Saxon (5)

28 Held in the sense of “caught” (3)

29 Flattened by a hard man (6)

30 Like silence or those grand days of yore

(6)

31 Birds slow in movement (4)

32 It’s players pretend to have fun (8)

33 Here on the Green somewhere near

Lewisham (6)

DOWN

1 No pet dog having to sit up with a cup

(6)

2 Might she be bowled over? (6)

3 Speed past (4)

4 Let me adore you darling! (7)

5 Of central interest when a loaf is shared

out for a number (5)

6 A chancy call (5)

8 Trio of magicians (4)

9 Has it a musical ring? (3)

12 Chap glad to shed a little weight (3)

13 Liven up in the style of novelist Shute

(5)

15 Getting too immersed in it can be fatal

(5)

18 Does it make a noise like a squashed

grape? (5)

19 He can be catty (3)

20 Satisfied the requirement of some

transport line (3)

21 Flowery point made in a case of terrible

agony (7)

22 Has ability in buccaneering (3)

23 Container of rainwater maybe, about a

half gallon (6)

24 Puts on extra for tots? (4)

25 Young Germans seem more considerate 

26 Rid oneself of many a desire (5)

27 Nobbled animal about to finish last 

28 Supposedly brave greeting? (3)

30 Crikey, wild hogs! (4)

ACROSS 

1, Ac-ton 

6, Swabs 

9, Founder 

10, Dr.-ift 

11, Verse 

12,Stein 

13, Tenancy 

15, Hem 

17, Away 

18, A-L-lure 

19, Argue 

20,Trance 

22, Sore 

24, Yob 

25, Th-inn-er 

26, Stoat 

27, M-ari-e 

28, St.-out 

29, Plastic 

30, Mes-s-y 

31, Three

DAILY SUDOKU

SOLUTION (22.9.26)HOW TO SOLVE IT 
Sudoku is a logic

puzzle where you fill

a 9×9 grid so that

numbers 1 to 9

appear once in every

row, column, and 3×3

box, using elimination

and logical deduction-

no maths involved.

DOWN 

2, Cur-few 

3, Off day 

4, N-O-t 

5, Unity 

6, Se-vill-e 

7, Wren

8, Busker 

12, Score 

13, Tasty 

14, Nawab 

15, Huron 

16, Met.-er 

18,Aught 

19, A-cut-ely 

21, Rota-te 

22, Snitch 

23, Refuse 

25, Tansy

26, Sips 

28, Sit

g SOLUTION (22.9.26)
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