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CONGRESS BLASTS
ECI’S SIR PROCESS
The Congress has launched a
scathing attack on the Election
Commission of India’s Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise,
terming it a “Frankenstein monster”
and a “Method Of Disenfranchising
Indians.” The outrage follows over
33 lakh notices issued in Delhi due
to discrepancies, notably where
details failed to match the 2002
electoral rolls. Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge and senior
leader Jairam Ramesh criticised
SIR, highlighting that over 5.4 crore
citizens nationwide face potential
voter roll deletion. They
emphasised that marginalised
groups, including slum dwellers
and women, bear the brunt,
whereas the ECI’s focus on “VIP
electors” exposes a lack of
transparency. 

MEDIA OUTLETS SUE
TRUMP GOVERNMENT
CNN, MS NOW, and Politico filed
a joint lawsuit against President
Donald Trump’s administration
on Monday after their reporters
were barred from the White
House and had their entry
badges disabled over the
weekend. The outlets termed the
selective ban a “blatant
violation” of the First
Amendment and viewpoint
discrimination, arguing that the
administration targeted them
solely over reporting the
president labels “fake news.”
The legal challenge follows a
weekend escalation in which
reporters found themselves
locked out and CNN was
subsequently removed from its
press pool duties. While the
White House did not immediately
comment, Trump defended the
move on social media, asserting
he supports a free press but is
fighting against “corrupt” and
“fake news.” The White House
Correspondents’ Association and
press freedom advocates
condemned the ban.

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Taking a cue from Telangana,
Karnataka and Kerala to
protect elephants and
promote public safety, the
Delhi Forest Department has
advised religious institutions,
temple committees and event
organisers to use mechanical
jumbos instead of live pachy-
derms during ceremonies
and festivals.

“It is noticed that live
captive elephants are some-
times brought from different
regions for religious and cul-
tural events under the provi-
sions of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972.
However, public safety con-
cerns, animal welfare, and
logistical challenges associat-
ed with the use of live ele-
phants in crowded urban set-
tings like Delhi cannot be
overstated. It is therefore

advised that religious institu-
tions, temple committees,
event organizers, and devo-
tees consider the use of
mechanical or robotic ele-
phants during ceremonies
and festivals instead of live
captive elephants,” Dr P
Viswakannan, Chief Wild Life
Warden said in the advisory.
PETA India welcomed the
advisory, calling it a step
towards protecting elephants
and devotees.

Mechanical elephants,
made from rubber, fibre,
metal, mesh, foam, and steel,
are motor operated and
mimic the movements of a
real elephant, including head
shake, lifting the trunk, ear
and eye movement, tail swish-
ing, and even spraying water.
It can be easily operated for
processions and rituals, pro-
viding a humane alternative
for traditional ceremonies. 

Reacting to the advisory,
Vikram Chandravanshi,
senior policy and legal
advisor at PETA India said
the Delhi  Forest
Department’s advisory is a
compassionate and
forward-thinking step that
protects both elephants and
devotees, and PETA India
applauds it.

In June 2026, the Telangana
Forest Department welcomed
its own robotic elephant and
recommended it for religious
processions and film shoots.

Similarly, in Karnataka in
September 2024, the Muzrai
(endowments) Department
welcomed the use of mechan-
ical elephants in Government
temples.

In 2007, following a report
submitted by PETA, the
Maharashtra Government
announced that elephants
would no longer be allowed

in Mumbai over concerns
regarding cruelty to them,
the threat to human life and
property from distressed ele-
phants, and the possible
transmission of tuberculosis
and anthrax to humans.

Shree Krishna temple in
Thrissur, Pournamikavu
temple in
Thiruvananthapuram have
also starting using mechani-
cal elephants.

Kerala Tourism has intro-
duced a mechanical elephant
safari at the Thamboormozhi
Butterfly Park.

According to PETA, the use
of elephants for tourist rides
at Amer Fort has fallen
around by 70 per cent over
the past seven years.
According to figures com-
piled by the Heritage Animal
Task Force, captive elephants
killed 526 people in Kerala in
a 15-year period. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New
Delhi

A Delhi Sessions court on
Monday set aside a magis-
trate’s order refusing to probe
the allegation that the name
of Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi was included in the
electoral roll three years
before she acquired Indian cit-
izenship in 1983. A complaint
filed by advocate Vikas
Tripathi alleges Sonia Gandhi
was an Italian citizen when
her name appeared and she
voted in 1980 election. Special
judge Vishal Gogne was
hearing a revision plea against
the magisterial court’s order
on Tripathi’s complaint who
is also the vice president of the
Central Delhi Court Bar
Association of the Rouse
Avenue courts.

Pronouncing substantive
portions of the order orally,
the judge said, “An order of
the court must maintain
fidelity towards the law, and

not flirt with facts. This court
finds itself unravelling the
impugned order rendered 
by the Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate (ACJM) on
this yardstick.” 

The judge said Tripathi’s
complaint was that Gandhi’s
name was unlawfully entered
in the electoral roll of New
Delhi Parliamentary
Constituency in 1980,
whereas she attained Indian
citizenship only in 1983, and
although the name was
deleted in 1982, it was re-
entered in 1983. “It alleged
that even this re-entry was
prior to the acquisition of cit-
izenship by her on April 30,
1983,” the judge noted.

He said the magistrate’s
order dismissed the com-
plaint, saying that it was based
on bald assertions, unaccom-
panied by essential particulars
of cheating and forgery, and
based on a photocopy of the
photocopy of the uncertified
electoral roll in 1980.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi/Lucknow

The Uttar Pradesh
Government told the
Supreme Court on Monday
that investigators have iden-
tified 105 instances of unau-
thorised removal of currency
from donations at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, all cap-
tured on CCTV. 

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
State, presented a status
r e p o r t  o f  t h e  S p e c i a l
Investigation Team (SIT)
examining the alleged mis-
appropriation of devotees’
offerings before a Bench

led by Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Surya Kant.

Mehta told the court that
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s
largely complete. He men-
tioned that the SIT would
submit the chargesheet to
the jurisdictional Additional
S e s s i o n s  J u d g e  b y
September 25. 

Since the 90-day statutory
period beginning with the
first arrest ends on that date,
the accused would be enti-
tled to default bail if the
chargesheet is not filed.

The Bench stated that the
report examined the role of
each person alleged to be
involved. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Patna

Bihar was on the boil on
Monday after a video of
assault and groping of two
minors by a group of men in
Bihar went viral online. The
incident, which was recorded
on video by one of the
assaulters, reportedly hap-
pened on the evening of
September 19, Saturday in
Jamui district.

The video shows two
minors — a boy and a girl —
allegedly being harassed and
groped by a group of people
along the Jamui-Lakhisarai
road, even as police said three
of the alleged perpetrators
had been arrested. 

“Although the incident is
two days old, no complaint
was made before us by the boy
or the girl till Sunday. Today,
when the video went viral, we
traced the victims with the
help of the registration
number of a vehicle visible in

the clip,” said Jamui SP
Bishwajeet Dayal. An FIR has
been lodged under the POCSO
Act and relevant sections of the
BNS, and steps have been ini-
tiated for the “takedown of the
video”, he added.

The 15-year-olds were
riding a scooter home after
coaching classes, when they
were confronted by a group
of men who asked if their

families knew they were
together. The men then
slapped the boy and dragged
him by his collar. The girl was
assaulted, groped, lifted by
her neck and near her private
parts, and dragged along the
road. The video shows the
girl pleading with folded
hands,  promising they
wouldn’t return if they let 
her go. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Mumbai

The Indian Institute of
T e c h n o l o g y - B o m b a y
( I I T - B o m b a y )  o n
M o n d a y  r e m o v e d
Suryanarayana Doolla
a s  t h e  d e a n  o f
Administrative Affairs
following protests by
students and political
a c t i v i s t s  o v e r  t h e
suicide of a 22-year-old
student, which led to a
case of abetment and
caste  discr imination
registered against him
by the Mumbai Police.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Beijing

Chinese President Xi Jinping
will visit Washington from
September 23 to 25 for
summit talks with his US
counterpart Donald Trump,
marking their second
meeting in four months, a
development Beijing has
described as a “milestone of
historic significance”. Xi will
visit the US for three days at
the invitation of Trump,
Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Guo Jiakun announced at
a media briefing here on
Monday.

During his talks with Trump,
Xi will discuss key issues con-
cerning China-US relations, as
well as world peace and devel-
opment, Guo said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday agreed to list for
urgent hearing a plea by
former West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
challenging the Election
Commission of India’s
decision to freeze the
Trinamool Congress’ (TMC)
name and party symbol
amid a dispute between
two rival factions of the
TMC.

Senior advocate Kapil

Sibal  mentioned the
matter seeking urgent
hearing before a bench

comprising Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana.

“They issue a notifica-
tion and in the middle of
notification, they freeze
the symbol .  What  is
g o i n g  o n ?  W e  w a n t
urgent listing,” Sibal sub-
mitted.

The ECI on Friday had
allotted separate names
and symbols to the two
rival factions following
its interim decision a
day earlier. 

Sonia voter-roll row probe revived Chargesheet in Ram temple
theft row by September 25

IIT-Bombay removes dean after
student suicide triggers protests

XI, TRUMP
SUMMIT FROM
SEPTEMBER 23

Battle for symbol: SC sets
urgent hearing on TMC row 

Keep faith, drop cruelty: Delhi urges temples to swap live jumbos for mechanical ones

AAyyooddhhyyaa:: Air Marshal

Jeetendra Mishra

(retired) on Monday

formally took charge as

the first chief executive

officer (CEO) of the Shri

Ram Janmabhoomi

Teerth Kshetra Trust,

which manages the Ram

temple here. Mishra

offered prayers at the

Ram temple on Monday

morning before reaching

his newly constructed

office on the temple

premises to assume

charge. (PTI)

RAM TEMPLE CEO
TAKES CHARGE

The case returns to the magistrate after Sessions court faults earlier order for gaps in law and reasoning

Former vice president Hamid Ansari, former PM Dr Manmohan Singh and Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi at a memorial for former PM Indira Gandhi in New Delhi on October 31, 2009

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Ornate elephant walking in the hindu temple, man in ritual clothing and musical instruments
walking in front of the animal in Kerala. Representative image iSTOCK

An Ayodhya Ram Temple donation theft case accused Avinash Shukla being escorted by
police during the investigation in the case in Ayodhya on July 3, 2026 PTI

Representative image iSTOCK

Demonstrators stage a candlelight protest at IIT 
Bombay to pay tribute to the suicide victims of 
the college on Monday PTI

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Donald J Trump and Xi
Jinping at the Great Hall of
the People in Beijing on 
May 14 WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Viral video of Bihar minors’
assault, groping triggers outrage
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I, Saroj Devi W/o  
Rajender Singh R/o 
Village Paju, PO Nakipur, 
Teh Loharu, Distt 
Bhiwani declare that my 
daughter, Monika 
Kumari, is beyond my 
control and acts 
according to her own 
whims. Therefore, I am 
disinheriting her from my 
movable and immovable 
property. I shall bear no 
responsibility for any of 
her future financial 
dealings or conduct. 

We, Balbir Singh S/o 
Shri Jagat Singh and 
Angrejo W/o Shri Balbir 
Singh R/o Village-
Harsana Kalan, Tehsil & 
District-Sonipat 
(Haryana) declare that 
our daughter Kajal is out 
of our control. So, We 
disown her from all our 
movable/ immovable 
properties. If anybody 
deals with her shall do so 
at their own risk in future.  

I, Shushila W/o 
Sugriv Singh, House No. 
124, Kishangarh, 
Manimajra Chandigarh 
inform that my son Vishal 
Singh is out of my 
control. I Disown him 
from my all moveable 
and Immovable 
Properties. Anybody who 
deal with him will do at 
their own Risk. I and my 
family members will not 
be responsible for his 
any activities. 

I PALA RAM, Adhar 
no. 725636850530, S/o 
Kor Singh R/o Village 
Khurna, Tehsil and 
District Kaithal, Informs 
that my son Naresh had 
died before. Now wife of 
my late Son Naresh, 
Suman, my grandson 
Sagar, my grand 
Daughter Sapna all are 
Out of and my family's 
Control. I Disown them 
all from my movable and 
immovable Property. We 
will not responsible for 
their any matter in future.  

I, Ramdhan (Aadhar 
No. 7513 0115 7577) S/o 
Sh. Babu Ram R/o H.No. 
60/10, Sorgro Wali Gali, 
Mata Darwaja, Rohtak 
declare that my son 
Vikas and his wife Sudha 
are out of my control. So 
I disown them from my all 
moveable/immoveable 
properties. Any body 
dealing with them at their 
own risk. I or my family 
are not responsible for 
any type of their any acts. 

I, Darshan Singh S/o 
Atma Singh R/o Village 
Kakrali, Tehsil Morinda, 
Distt. Rupnagar declare 
that My Son Ranjit Singh 
and Daughter-In-Law 
Ravinder Kaur and 
Grandson Shubhdeep 
Singh are out of my 
control, so I disown them 
from my all moveable 
and immovable 
properties. If anybody 
deals with them will do so 
at their own Risk. I shall 
not be responsible for 
their acts. 

I, Suraj Pati W/o 
Suresh Pal resident of 
village Kanthala, Tehsil 
Pehowa, District 
Kurukshetra,  declare 
that my son Sanjay 
Kumar is out or my  
control. I disown him 
from  my movable and 
immovable property.  He  
will be responsible for 
any unethical acts and 
transactions done by him 
in future. Anybody deals 
with him  at his own risk.  
I and my family members 
will never be responsible 
for this. 

We, Vidya Devi W/o 
Raj Kumar and Raj 
Kumar and Makkhan Lal 
R/o Ward No.2,Gandhi 
Nagar Tehsil Pehowa 
Distt.Kurukshetra Our 
Son Govinda and his wife 
Sakina are out of our 
control We, disown him 
from all Our movable and 
immovable properties. If 
Anybody deals with him  
at their Own Risk.  

I, Taslima, wife of 
Usman, resident of 
House No. 0156, 
Chandimandir 
Chandikotla, Panchkula, 
Haryana, declare that my 
son Danish is not under 
my control. I disinherit 
him from my movable 
and immovable property. 
I will not be responsible 
for any legal or illegal 
act/deeds committed by 
him in the future and he 
will be solely responsible 
for all his legal and illegal 
acts and transactions. 

I, Kamlesh Rani, W/o 
Late Sh. Khairati Lal, R/o 
H.No. 595-598/1, Insar 
Bazaar, Panipat, declare 
that my son, Raj Kumar, 
age 51,  is out of my 
control and my son, 
Rajkumar, has been 
addicted to drugs and 
gambling/satta for many 
years. Despite repeated 
attempts to stop him, he 
misbehaves with us, and 
abuses us. So, I disown 
them from my moveable 
and immoveable 
property. In future 
anybody deals with them 
responsible for that deal 
himself. 

I, Sunil Kumar S/o  
Sh. Jangpal R/o H.No. 
3258 Sector 45 D, 
Chandigarh disown my 
son Tejasvi Rana Alias  
Prince Rana from 
movable / immovable  
property as he is  out of 
my control .Anybody 
deals him at own risk, I 
and my family shall not 
be responsible.  

I Nagma W/o Yasin 
R/o H.No. 196, Shiv 
Nagar, 17, Panipat, 
declare that my son, 
Mohammad Shahid, is 
beyond my and my 
family's control, and 
therefore, I hereby 
disinherit him from my 
movable and immovable 
property. In the future, 
anyone dealing with or 
having relations with him 
will be responsible. After 
this, I and my family will 
have no responsibility.  

I, Vijay Kumari 
Sharma W/o Late: Ashok 
Kumar Sharma R/o H.No. 
203 Gurdev Nagar 
Bhabhat Zirakpur Distt. 
SAS Nagar declare that 
my elder daughter 
Kadambari Sharma W/o 
Harcharan Singh is out of 
my control. So I disown 
with her from my 
moveable/immoveable 
property. If anybody 
dealing with her at his/her 
own risk. 

मैं, ईश्वर िसंह पुत्र शी 
सम्पत िसंह िनवासी गांव 
सातरोड़ खुद्द , िहसार बयान 
करता हं िक मेरा पुत्र सिचन 
मेरे कहने-सुनने से बाहर है व 
मेरी कोई बात नही ंमानता और 
गलत संगत में पड़ा हुआ है। मैं 
अपने पुत्र सिचन को अपनी 
तमाम चल व अचल सम्पित से 
बेदखल करता हं। भिवष्य में 
मेरे उपरोक्त पुत्र से कोई िकसी 
प्रकार का लेन-देन या व्यवहार 
करेगा तो उसका वह खुद 
िजमेवार होगा और मेरा पुत्र 
िकसी के साथ कोई अिप्रय 
घटना करता है तो उसकी 
िजमेवारी उसकी स्वयं की 
होगी। मेरी व मेरे पररवार की 
कोई िजमेवारी नही ंहोगी। 

I, Rohit Kumar S/o 
Rajesh Kumar R/o 199, 
Fatehgarh Churia Road, 
Nangli Bhatha, Amritsar 
declare that in my 
Matriculation Certificate 
Roll No. 1020130302 my 
name was written as 
Rohit my father's name 
name as Bobby and my 
mother's name as 
Paramjeet. My correct 
name is Rohit Kumar, my 
father's name is Rajesh 
Kumar and my mother's 
name is Paramjeet Kaur. 

I, Barkat Singh S/o 
Jaswinder Singh R/o Vill: 
Wahabwala Teh & Distt. 
Fazilka declare that my 
10th certificate my 
mother name is wrongly 
mentioned as Rachhpal 
Kaur. But correct name is 
Rashpal Kaur. please 
note. 

I Mohinder Singh 
S/O Ajit Singh R/O Vpo. 
Tugal Tehsil Jagraon 
Distt. Ludhiana Declare 
That In My Passport My 
Father’s Name Is Wrongly 
Mentioned As Jit Singh 
But His Correct Name Is 
Ajit Singh, Which Is 
Mentioned In My Adhar 
Card And Other 
Documents. Which May 
Be Amended Accordingly 
In My Passport. 

I, Raja Shanker  
Father of Jc 356489P Sub 
Vijay Kant  residing at Vill. 
Korari Kalan , Teh Unnao 
, Distt. Unnao (UP) 
209801 have changed my 
name from Raja Shanker 
to Raja Shankar Bajpai 
and date of birth 
21.01.1950 to 01.01.1952 
vide Affidavit date 
19.09.2026 before notary 
public Distt. Court 
Bathinda (PB). 

I Venkata Chalamaiah 
Father of No 15491265P. 
DFR  AV Nageswararao 
Residing at Vill  
Lingojipalli, Teh-Cumbum 
Distt.Prakasam State 
(AP) Pin 523370 Have 
changed my name from 
Venkata Chalamaiah to 
Avulapati Chalamaiah 
and Date of birth 
01/07/1958 to 01/06/1950 
vide affidavit date 
21.09.2026 before Notary 
public Distt. Court 
Bathinda (PB). 

I  Avulapati 
Alluramma Mother of No 
15491265P DFR.AV 
Nageswara Rao Residing 
at Vill Lingojipalli Teh 
Cumbum Distt 
Prakasam(AP) Pin 
523370 Have changed 
my Date of birth 
01/07/1965 to 01/01/1966 
vide affidavit date 
21.09.2026 before Notary 
public Distt. Court 
Bathinda (PB). 

I Bhagyalakshmi 
Wife of No 15491265P. 
DFR AV Nageswararao 
Residing at Vill 
Lingojipalli, Teh-Cumbum 
Distt.Prakasam State 
(AP) Pin 523370 Have 
changed my name from 
Bhagyalakshmi to 
Avulapati Bhagyalakshmi 
and date of birth 
20.05.1993 to 01.01.1995 
vide affidavit date 
21.09.2026 before Notary 
public Distt. Court 
Bathinda (PB). 

I, Rashpal Singh 
father of No. 15183699F 
Hav Sukhjit Singh, 
resident of Village - Adhi, 
PO- Dugri, Teh- 
Gurdaspur, Distt- 
Gurdaspur (Pb) - 143526 
declare that in my son's 
service record my name 
and D.O.B is wrongly 
entered as Rachpal Singh 
and 11-01-1960 instead 
of Rashpal Singh and 01-
01-1951 vide Affidavit 
before Notary Govt of 
India (Pb) 

मैं जोिक आनन्द उफ्द  
आनन्द िसंह पुत्र शी सुरजभान  
गांव करेवड़ी तहसील व िजला 
सोनीपत का सथाई िनवासी हं 
और अपने हल्फ से बान 
करता हं िक मेरे सभी 
कागजातो ंमें मेरा नाम आनन्द 
है और मेरी जन्म ितिथ 02-02-
1958 है जोिक सही है। सैिनक 
बोड्द के कागजातो ंमें मेरा नाम 
गलती से आनन्द िसंह व जन्म 
ितिथ 30-03-1958 दशा्दयी गई 
है।मेरा सैिनक बोड्द के 
कागजातो ंमें मेरा नाम आनन्द 
िसंह की जगह आनन्द व मेरी 
जन्म ितिथ 30-03-1958 की 
जगह 02-02-1958 दुरुस्त 
करी जाए। भिवष्य में मुझे 
आनन्द के नाम से जाना जाए। 

I, Navraj Singh S/o 
Major Singh R/o Tehsil 
Ajnala, Jhanjoti, Distt. 
Amritsar, Punjab-143101 
have changed my name 
from Navraj Singh to 
Singh is my surname and 
Navraj is my given name. 

I, Poonam Devi W/o 
Mahendar Kumar, R/o 
Village Baihari, Post- 
Oriya, Bahari, Distt. 
Hazaribagh, Jharkhand- 
825303 have changed my 
name from Poonam Devi 
to Punam Devi. 

I, Mahendra Kumar 
S/o Jagdish Mahto R/o 
Baheri, Baheri, Distt. 
Hazaribag, Jharkhand- 
825301 have changed my 
name from Mahendra 
Kumar to Mahendar 
Kumar. 

I, KM Monika Wife of 
No 17032475W HMT 
Prashant Solanki R/o 
H.No. 33, Gali No. 01, 
Behind CISF Resident, 
Jaildaar Colony, Mujheri 
Mod, PO Ballabgarh, 
Distt. Faridabad, 
Haryana-121004 now at 
6023 (1) Armd Wksp, C/o 
56 APO, have changed 
my name from KM 
Monika to Monika vide 
Affidavit No. IN-
PB92385083543850Y Dt. 
18-9-2026 before Notary 
Public Amritsar. 

 I, No. 3988257K Ex 
Nk Gurdev Singh resident 
of Village and Post Office 
Dadial, Tehsil Dasuya, 
Distt. Hoshiarpur (Pb) 
have change name of my 
daughter from Shakshi 
Devi date of birth 29 Aug 
1998 to Sakshi Thakur 
and date of birth 28 Aug 
1998. Concerned note. 

I, Barhmdutt S/o 
Sarjeet Singh R/o VPO 
Balsamand, Distt.- Hisar, 
Haryana declare that I 
have changed my name 
from Barhmdutt to 
Barhmdutt Badgujjar for 
future purpose. 

I, Harvinder Kaur 
Wife of Baljinder Singh, 
Resident of Village 
Kandala, Tehsil Mohali, 
District Sahibzada Ajit 
Singh Nagar (Punjab) 
India have changed my 
name from Mandeep 
Kaur Alias Harvinder Kaur 
To Harvinder Kaur. 

I, Jatinder Singh S/o 
Dilbagh Singh R/o Vill. 
Ramgarh, P.O. Purkhali, 
Teh. & Distt. Ropar, 
Punjab has changed my 
name given is Jatinder & 
Surname is singh.  

I, L P PRAGYANLOK 
S/o Niharendu Lenka R/o 
1619, Valencia, Mahagun 
Mezzaria, Sector 78, 
Noida, U.P - 201305 
(Permanent Address: VI-
M 77, Sailashree Vihar, 
Bhubaneswar - 751021, 
Odisha), declare that L P 
PRAGYANLOK and 
LENKA PRADYOT 
PRAGYANLOK (as 
written in my Passport 
No. H4867790) are the 
names of one and the 
same person.  

I, No. 5007554W 
Rank RFN/GD Name 
Lakhesh Kumar S/o 
Sushil Chand R/O Village 
& PO: Jhandian, Tehsil 
Anandpur Sahib, Distt 
Rupnagar (Punjab) 
declare that my correct 
name is Lakhesh Kumar 
which is mentioned in my 
all documents whereas 
my name as recorded in 
my service records is 
Lakesh Kumar which is 
incorrect.So correct the 
spelling of my name from 
Lakesh Kumar to 
Lakhesh Kumar as per 
my Aadhaar Card, PAN 
Card etc.. which is true 
and correct. 

I, No. 5007554W 
Rank RFN/GD Name 
Lakhesh Kumar S/o 
Sushil Chand R/O Village 
& PO: Jhandian, Tehsil 
Anandpur Sahib, Distt 
Rupnagar (Punjab) 
declare that correct the 
date of birth of my wife's 
(spouse) from 22-09-
1992 to 26-09-1992 in my 
Army Record as per her 
Aadhaar Card, PAN Card 
etc.. which is true and 
correct. 

I, No. 5007554W 
Rank RFN/GD Name 
Lakhesh Kumar S/o 
Sushil Chand R/O Village 
& PO: Jhandian, Tehsil 
Anandpur Sahib, Distt 
Rupnagar (Punjab) 
declare that correct the 
spelling of my father 
name from Sushil Kumar 
to Sushil Chand in my 
Army Record as per his 
Aadhaar Card, PAN Card 
etc.. which is true and 
correct. 

I Bimla Devi w/o beig 
Raj  house no 13328 st. 
No. 3 guru Nanak nagar 
Bathinda Punjab 151001 
India declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Bimla Devi to Veena Rani 
for all future purpose. 

I, Satender Kumar 
Madhesiya  S/o. 
Parbhans Parsad R/o. 
#Green Vihar Colony, 
Chunna Bathi, Tehsil-
Jagadhri, Distt 
Yamunanagar have 
changed my minor 
Daughter name from 
Divya Kumari  to Divya. 

I, Prabha Chander  
Arora, W/O Sh. 
Harcharan Jit Lal Arora, 
R/O Flat No. 106 B, 
Regalia Towers, Dhakoli, 
Mohali Have Changed 
My Name From Prabha 
Chander Arora To 
Chander Prabha. 

I, Harcharan Jit Lal 
Arora, S/O Late Sh. 
Harbans Lal, R/O Flat 
No. 106 B, Regalia 
Towers, Dhakoli, Mohali 
Have Changed My Name 
From Harcharan Jit Lal 
Arora To Harcharanjit Lal. 

I, Soni Kumar Ror 
S/o Puran Singh R/o 
H.No.339, Kansapur 
Road, Near Guga Mahdi, 
Mayapuri Bank Colony, 
Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt. 
Yamuna Nagar have 
changed my name from 
Soni Kumar Ror to Soni 
Kumar. 

I, Razia Khatoon W/o 
Mohmmad Islam R/o 
H.No.1276, Near Chuna 
Bhatti Chowk, Ganga 
Nagar Colony, Jagadhri, 
Yamuna Nagar have 
changed my name from  
Razia Khatoon to Razia 
Begum. 

I, Ankur Devi W/o 
Pardeep Kumar R/o 
Raggar Mazra, Jaidhari, 
Distt. Yamuna Nagar 
have changed my name 
from  Ankur Devi to 
Ankur.  

I, Suman Devi W/o 
Achchhe Lal R/o H.No. 
D21286, Shanti Colony, 
Gadhouli, Chitta Mandir 
Road, Yamuna Nagar, 
Tehsil Jagadhri, 
Distt.Yamuna Nagar, 
Haryana-135001, INDIA 
have changed my name 
from Juhee to Juhi 
Rajbhar. 

I, Kuldeep Singh   
S/O Roop Lal   R/O  
Mohalla  Dhakki Near 
Water Supply  Vpo. 
Kalanaur, District 
Gurdaspur, Punjab, India 
Pin Code 143512, I Have 
Changed My Name From 
Kuldeep Singh To Singh 
Kuldeep Please  Note.  
Surname As Singh And 
Given Name As Kuldeep. 

I, Tejvir Singh   S/O 
Gurmeet Singh  R/O 
Village Saprai Kothi. Po 
Buche Nangal,  District 
Gurdaspur, Punjab, India 
Pin Code 143512, I Have 
Changed My Name From 
Tejvir Singh To Singh 
Tejvir Please  Note.  
Surname As Singh And 
Given Name As Tejvir. 

I, Navpreet Singh  
S/O Kulwant Singh  R/O 
Vpo. Shahpur Goraya,  
Tehsil. Dera Baba Nanak 
District Gurdaspur, 
Punjab, India Pin Code 
143604, I Have Changed 
My Name From Navpreet 
Singh To Singh Navpreet 
Please Note.  Surname 
As Singh And Given 
Name As Navpreet. 

I, Amrik  Singh   S/O 
Sukhwinder Singh R/O 
Vpo. Bishankot,  Tehsil    
Kalanaur District 
Gurdaspur, Punjab, India 
Pin Code 143512, I Have 
Changed My Name From 
Amrik  Singh To Singh 
Amrik  Please  Note.  
Surname As Singh And 
Given Name As Amrik.  

I Seema W/o Sh. 
Sunil Jindal R/o 
H.No.787/10, Chimangir 
Patti, Main Bazar, Jind 
have changed my name 
from Seema to Seema 
Jindal for all future 
purposes.  

I, No. 3378265X Ex 
Nk Talwinder Singh S/o 
Harbans Singh R/o Near 
Gurdewara, Opp. Mount 
Carmel School, Kakkon, 
Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab 
146001, have changed 
the name of my wife from 
Gurvinder Kaur to 
Gurwinder Kaur and her 
date of birth from 04-04-
1968 to 10-04-1964. 
Concerned note. 

I Gursimran Singh 
Sidhu S/O Late Sh Harraj 
Singh Sidhu R/O H.No. 
119, Sector 9-B, 
Chandigarh, Have 
Changed My Name From 
Sidhu Gursimran Singh 
To Gursimran Singh 
Sidhu. 

I Jashnjot Sidhu 
W/O Gursimran Singh 
Sidhu R/O H.No. 119, 
Sector 9-B, Chandigarh, 
Have Changed My Name 
From Sidhu Jashanjot To 
Jashanjot Sidhu. 

I Mamta Wife of 
Jatinder Kumar Resident 
H.No. 3258/2, Sector 45-
D, UT, Chandigarh, Have 
Changed My Name From 
Mamta To Mamta Rani. 

I Ful Kumari Purty 
W/o Chhatra Pal, House 
No. 325, Shastri Nagar 
Manimajra Chandigarh 
have Changed my name 
from Ful Kumari Purty to 
Shanti 

I, Ramneek Kaur 
Dhaliwal W/o Sh. 
Gurkaran Singh 
Dhaliwan, R/o House No. 
1566, Sector 33-D, 
Chandigarh have 
changed my name from 
Ramneek Kaur Dhaliwal 
to Ramneek Kaur. 

I, Jai Shree Devi 
Mother of Suman Kumar 
Dwivedi R/o #103, Jarnail 
Enclave, Phase -1, 
Zirakpur (PB) have 
changed my name from 
Jai Shree Devi to 
Jayshree Devi vide 
Affidavit No. IN-
CH64367021291086Y 
Dated 17.09.2026 before 
Notary,  Distt. Court 
Chandigarh. 

I, Kiran Sharma W/o 
Pawan Kumar Sharma 
R/o #3202, Sector 47-D, 
Chandigarh (UT)  States 
that My true & Correct 
Name is Kiran Sharma. 
Kiran Sharma & Kiran 
Bala are one and Same 
Person. 

I, Pawan Kumar 
Sharma S/O Late 
Harbans Lal Sharma R/o 
#3202, Sector 47-D, 
Chandigarh (UT) States 
that My true & Correct 
Name is Pawan Kumar 
Sharma. Pawan Kumar 
Sharma & Pawan Kumar 
are one and Same 
Person. 

I, Rinku Kalyan, S/o 
Sh. Harphool Singh, R/o 
Village Shamsipur, Tehsil 
Thanesar, District 
Kurukshetra, have 
changed my name from 
Rinku to Rinku Kalyan. In 
the future, I will be known 
and recognized as Rinku 
Kalyan. 

I, Satbir Singh, S/o 
Sh. Mewa Ram, R/o 
V.P.O. Sanwat, (20), 
Karnal, Haryana- 
132157, have changed 
my minor son's name 
from Ayush to Ayush 
Kumar. In the future, my 
minor son will be known 
and recognized as Ayush 
Kumar. 

I, Ashish Singh, S/o 
Sh. Gunpal Singh, R/o 
B.No. 5, NIT campus, 
(Part), (383) Kurukshetra, 
have changed my name 
from Ashish to Ashish 
Singh. In the future, I will 
be known and recognized 
as Ashish Singh. 

I, Rajinder Kumar 
Miglani  S/o Ram Dhan 
Miglani HNo 1891 Sector 
12 Sonipat 131001 
declare that Rajinder 
kumar Miglani & 
Rajender Miglani both are 
my name. I shall be 
Known as Rajinder 
Kumar Miglani for all 
future purposes. 

I, Prince Ahuja S/o 
Sh. Premnath Ahuja R/o 
H.No. 872/14, Near Free 
Eye Hospital, Bajrang 
Colony, Panipat declare 
that I have changed my 
name from Prince to 
Prince Ahuja. In the 
future, I should be known 
Prince Ahuja. For all 
Purposes. 

I, Rani Chopra W/o 
Late S. Madan Lal Nayyar 
R/o H.No. 202, Gali No. 4, 
Arman Nagar, Tehsil & 
Distt. Jalandhar, Punjab 
declare that Rani Chopra 
& Shushma Rani is one 
and the same person. All 
concerned please note. 

I, Rupinder Kaur 
Sandhu  W/o Kulwinder 
Singh Sandhu R/o H.No. 
24/2, Sainik Vihar, 
Dhilwan, Road, Rama 
Mandi, Jalandhar-II, 
Dakoha, Jalandhar, 
Punjab-144023 Mother's 
name of my daughter 
Mehak Wrongly entered 
as Rupinder Kaur in her 
school record. Her correct 
mother name is Rupinder 
Kaur Sandhu.  

I, Mohinder Paul  s/o 
Shaunku Ram, r/o House 
Number 1041, Marla 
Colony, PO  Awankha, 
Tehsil & district 
Gurdaspur, Punjab have 
changed my name from 
Mohinder Paul to 
Mohinder Pal. Concerned 
note. 

I Sharda Rani W/O 
No.3956383 Late- HAV 
Ram Singh Resident of 
VPO-Chaunta, Tehsil and 
Distt-Gurdaspur, Punjab 
That I declare change my 
name from Sardha Rani 
to Sharda Rani date of 
birth from 03/03/1952 to 
01/01/1953 in my 
husband army record. 

I, Sunaina  w/o 
Thomas Masih R/o Vill 
Ugru Khera P.O Athwal 
Distt Gurdaspur, Punjab-
143511 have changed my 
name. From now 
onwards my surname is 
Thomas and Sunaina is 
my given name. 

I, Sanjay Kalra S/o 
Somnath Kalra R/o 
House No. 193, Patel 
Nagar, Hisar, Haryana-
125001 declare that I 
have changed my name 
from Sanjay to Sanjay 
Kalra for future purpose. 

I, Manjeet S/o Sh. 
Lakhi Ram R/o Vill. Bass 
Badshahpur, Tehsil Bass, 
District Hansi (Haryana)-
127042 declare that I 
have changed the name 
of my minor daughter 
from Baby of Jyoti to 
Mokshi for future 
purpose. 

I, Pardeep Kumar 
S/o Sh. Ram Kumar R/o 
VPO Umra, Tehsil and 
District Hansi (Haryana)-
125033 declare that I 
have changed the name 
of my minor son from  
Mehak to Mohit for future 
purpose. 

I, Mar S/o Sushil 
Chand R/O VillNo. 
5007554W Rank 
RFN/GD Name Lakhesh 
Kuage & PO: Jhandian, 
Tehsil Anandpur Sahib, 
Distt Rupnagar (Punjab) 
declare that my correct 
name is Lakhesh Kumar 
which is mentioned in my 
all documents whereas 
my name as recorded in 
my service records is 
Lakesh Kumar which is 
incorrect.So correct the 
spelling of my name from 
Lakesh Kumar to 
Lakhesh Kumar as per 
my Aadhaar Card, PAN 
Card etc. which is true 
and correct. 

I, No. 5007554W 
Rank RFN/GD Name 
Lakhesh Kumar S/o 
Sushil Chand R/O Village 
& PO: Jhandian, Tehsil 
Anandpur Sahib, Distt 
Rupnagar (Punjab) 
declare that correct the 
date of birth of my wife's 
(spouse) from 22-09-
1992 to 26-09-1992 in my 
Army Record as per her 
Aadhaar Card, PAN Card 
etc.. which is true and 
correct. 

I, No. 5007554W 
Rank RFN/GD Name 
Lakhesh Kumar S/o 
Sushil Chand R/O Village 
& PO: Jhandian, Tehsil 
Anandpur Sahib, Distt 
Rupnagar (Punjab) 
declare that correct the 
spelling of my father 
name from Sushil Kumar 
to Sushil Chand in my 
Army Record as per his 
Aadhaar Card, PAN Card 
etc.. which is true and 
correct. 

I Bimla Kaur W/O 
Nirmal Singh R/O VPO 
Ibrahimwal tehsil bholath 
district Kapurthala 
declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Bimla Kaur to Bimal 
Kaur. Please note. 

I Sukhmandeep 
Singh S/O Balwinder 
Singh  R/O  Vpo 
Mansandwal  Distt 
Gurdaspur That Have 
Changed My Name From 
Sukhmandeep Singh  To 
Singh As Surname  And 
Sukhmandeep  As Given 
Name. 

I, Jagjit Singh S/o 
Gurmel Singh R/o 
Khalra, Khalra, Tan Taran 
have declare that Jagjit is 
my Given name and 
Singh is my Surname 

I, Ranjit Singh S/o 
Gurmel Singh R/o 
Khalra, Khalra, Tan Taran 
have declare that Ranjit 
is my Given name and 
Singh is my Surname 

I Sarbjeet Kaur W/O 
Hardev Singh R/O Vpo 
Kathu Nangal Teh 
Majitha Distt Amritsar 
Have Changed My Name 
Sarbjit Kaur 

I Paramjit Singh S/O 
Mohinder Singh R/O 
H.No.141, Khurmania, 
Khasa Adda, Khasa 
Amritsar Have Changed 
My Name From Paramjit 
Singh To Parmjit Singh. 

I Kawaljeet Kaur 
W/O Parmjit Singh R/O 
H.No.141, Khurmania, 
Khasa Adda, Khasa 
Amritsar Have Changed 
My Name From 
Kawaljeet Kaur To 
Kawaljit Kaur. 

I, Rakhi W/o Deepak 
Sharma R/o H.No.F-
17/183, Gali No.2, Indra 
Colony Majitha Road, 
Amritsar have changed 
my name from Rakhi to 
Rakhi Sharma 

I, Punam Devi 
Spouse of 
No.15488038K Dfr 
Rakesh Kumar r/o Village 
Ambarpur, Post Shakari 
Nagar, Dist Bulandshahr, 
Uttar Pradesh Pin 
203150 have changed 
my name from Punam 
Devi to Poonam Devi 
vide Affidavit No.IN-
PB93156028630661Y 
Dated 21.09.26 before 
Notary Public Amritsar 

I, Dharu  S/o  Murari 
Lal R/o Village Gharwal, 
Gohana, Sonipat. I have 
changed my name from 
Dharu to Dhruv. 

I, Army No. 
10525616Y, Rank Ex 
SEP, Anoop Singh S/o 
Sh. Hariram R/o Village 
Baroda Mor, Teh. 
Gohana, Distt. Sonipat, 
Haryana declare that in 
my Army service records 
currently show only 27 
years in the column for 
my wife Suman's date of 
birth. However, according 
to documents such as 
her Aadhaar card and 
PAN card, her actual 
date of birth is 
25.11.1975, which is 
correct and accurate. 

I, Yash, S/o Ram 
Niwas, R/o Sisar, Tehsil 
Bas, District Hansi, 
declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Yash, S/o Ram Niwas to 
Yash Goyat, S/o Ram 
Niwas for all future 
purposes. 

I Amit Bhopal S/O 
Nagin Chand R/O 1945, 
Gali Kharas Wali I/S 
Mahan Singh Gate, 
Amritsar have changed 
my name from Amit 
Bhopal to Amit Kumar. All 
concerned please note. 

Classifieds
BEDKHALI NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

CHANGE OF NAME

Continuity Pg. No. 05



NORTH 03
CHANDIGARH | TUESDAY | SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

BRIEFSSangrur Man Alleges Assault After Raising

Drug Issue; Police Say Nine Cases Against Him

PNS n CHANDIGARH/SANGRUR

A Sangrur man, who alleged-
ly consumed poison outside
the Deputy Commissioner’s
office on Sunday, has claimed
that he was driven to the
extreme step after raising
the issue of alleged drug
sales in his village and being
threatened and assaulted by
an AAP-linked sarpanch.
Police, however, said that
Jagseer Singh alias Jagga has
nine cases registered against
him, including a rape case,
and had himself threatened
suicide earlier. At the same
time, the ‘sarpanch’ has
denied the allegations and
accused Jagga of being
involved in drug and illegal
liquor trafficking.

Jagga, a resident of Namol
village in Sunam constituen-
cy, is undergoing treatment
at Rajindra Medical College
and Hospital, Patiala, after ini-
tially being taken to Civil
Hospital, Sangrur. A video
recorded around the time of
the incident shows him
saying that he was “fed up
with the system” and had no
option left but to consume
poison.

JAGGA’S ALLEGATIONS
Jagga alleged that drugs,

including “chitta”, were being
sold openly near his house.
He claimed that he recorded
the alleged activity on video
and uploaded it on social
media, besides showing it to
Congress leader Sukhpal
Singh Khaira.

He said that he went to an
inauguration programme of

Cabinet Minister and AAP
Punjab president Aman Arora
to show him the video, but
was not allowed to meet
him and was instead direct-
ed to a DSP and subsequent-
ly the SHO. Claiming that no
action followed, he said he
approached the village pan-
chayat.

According to Jagga, after his
video circulated, AAP-linked
sarpanch Sukhchain Singh
alias Sukki/Sukhi Punia came
to his house carrying a
revolver, threatened him,
and forced him to delete the
video. He alleged that the
CCTV cameras installed at
his house were damaged
and that he handed the DVR
to police, but was told it was
empty.Jagga also alleged that
he and his family were
assaulted.  His friend
Manjinder Singh claimed that
Jagga had video evidence of
illegal liquor activity and said
repeated written complaints
had been submitted to police,
but no FIR was registered.

POLICE: NINE CASES
AGAINST JAGGA

Sangrur SSP Ravjot Kaur
Grewal said that nine cases
were already registered
against Jagga, while four
other cases were under trial.
She said one of the earlier
cases involved rape.

The SSP, issuing a state-
ment, said that Jagga had
threatened police in the past.
On September 12, he alleged-
ly posted a social-media
video threatening suicide if
action was not taken in his
case. Police registered a daily
diary report (DDR) the same

day and informed the area
magistrate, which Grewal
said was the prescribed legal
procedure. SSP Grewal said
Jagga’s allegations regard-
ing the CCTV cameras and
DVR were being investigated.
She said the panchayat main-
tained that Jagga was being
politically instigated and was
naming the sarpanch for that
reason. Some cases against
him are on bail while others
remain under trial. Cheema
SHO Yogesh Kumar said
doctors initially found Jagga
out of danger at the Civil
Hospital. At his family’s insis-
tence, he was referred to
Rajindra Medical College
Hospital. Police recorded his
wife’s statement and said
Jagga’s statement would also
be recorded before further
action.

SARPANCH DENIES
CHARGES

The sarpanch rejected
Jagga’s allegations as base-
less and alleged that Jagga
himself had been selling
drugs in the village and was
involved in illegal liquor traf-
ficking. He claimed cases had
earlier been registered
against him by police in the
area.

He said the village had
been running a campaign
against drug peddlers since
August 30 and the panchay-
at had resolved that no
person selling drugs would
receive help in securing bail.
He said the entire panchayat
would stand with him if a
false case was registered.

OPPOSITION SEEKS
ANSWERS

The incident has drawn
criticism from Opposition
leaders, who have ques-
tioned the government’s han-
dling of the drug issue.

Punjab Congress president
Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring said that in AAP-
ruled Punjab, the person
raising the issue was being
targeted while the alleged
drug trade appeared to be
pushed aside. He questioned
whether people seen in the
CCTV footage shared by him
had been identified, ques-
tioned or investigated, and
whether any action had been
taken on the complaint.
Warring said even if cases
existed against the com-
plainant, his allegations
should be independently
investigated. Jalandhar MP
and former Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi, SAD
leader Bikram Singh Majithia,
former Union Minister
Ravneet Singh Bittu and
Leader of Opposition Partap
Singh Bajwa also cited the
incident while questioning
the government’s “Drug-Free
Punjab” claims.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge of Punjab
Sachin Pilot said people
raising their voice against
drugs were facing attacks
and questioned the AAP
Government’s earlier
promise to eliminate the
drug menace within three
months of assuming power.

BJP spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatia, addressing media in
New Delhi,  demanded
Mann’s resignation and a CBI
probe into Jagga’s case.

Beijing University Adds Punjabi as 102nd Foreign
Language
Chandigarh: Beijing Foreign Studies University has intro-
duced Punjabi as its 102nd foreign language, appointing
Indian scholar Prof Dr Zameerpal Kaur Sandhu Bajwa to
head the new department. A former founding faculty
member and Dean at Central University of Punjab, she will
teach Gurmukhi, Punjabi language, history, literature,
and folklore. The programme will cater to Chinese students,
foreign-service personnel, and South Asian researchers,
while also training Chinese faculty for its long-term con-
tinuation.
Punjab Roadways Sept 22 Strike Postponed
Chandigarh: Contract workers of Punjab Roadways and PRTC
have postponed their proposed September 22 strike follow-
ing talks with the Transport Department. The decision came
after a meeting between union leaders and the Transport
Secretary at Punjab Civil Secretariat, with the strike
deferred until September 24. Workers will hold another
meeting with the government on that date to decide their
next course of action, hoping for a favourable response to
their demands.
NRI Milni in Amritsar on Sept 23
Chandigarh: Punjab will hold an NRI Milni at Amritsar on
September 23, bringing overseas Punjabis from Amritsar,
Pathankot, Gurdaspur and Tarn Taran face-to-face with
senior civil and police officials. The event, scheduled for 11
am at Hotel Le Meridien near Rajasansi Airport, will facili-
tate direct submission of grievances relating to property
disputes, matrimonial and family matters, administrative
and legal issues. NRI Affairs Minister Ravjot Singh said the
initiative aims at coordinated and speedy redressal.
Beetle-Hit Kangra Beekeepers to Get 30% Relief
Shimla: Beekeepers in Kangra’s Kangra, Bunddi, Nagan, Fatt
and Kalyara areas – affected by the small hive beetle infes-
tation – will receive 30 percent relief, Horticulture Minister
Jagat Singh Negi said Monday. The pest, Aethina tumida
Murray, damages honey and bee colonies by laying larvae
inside hives. Negi also directed officials to prepare a pro-
posal for marketing Himachal honey through BigBasket.
Officials said apiculture remains an important source of
income for farmers and horticulturists.
Chandigarh Chief Secretary Leads Czech Mission
on Water, Waste Management
Chandigarh: UT Chief Secretary H Rajesh Prasad is leading
a five-day Indian delegation to the Czech Republic from
September 21 to 25 to explore cooperation in water and
waste management and the circular economy. The mission
will focus on wastewater treatment, recycling, resource effi-
ciency, technology collaboration and pilot projects.
Representatives of IIT Ropar and Chitkara University are part
of the delegation, which will engage Czech government
agencies, companies, universities and research institutions.
Haryana Urges Citizens to Get Hearing Problems
Checked at Govt Hospitals
Chandigarh: Haryana Health Minister Arti Singh Rao has
urged people experiencing hearing-related problems to visit
government hospitals for timely examination and treat-
ment. She said adequate hearing-test and treatment facil-
ities are available across the state. The Health Department
and National Health Mission are observing International
Week of Deaf People from September 21 to 27, with this
year’s theme focusing on the human rights of deaf people
and the need to strengthen awareness about hearing health.
Nangal Gets Rs 19-cr School Infra Push
Nangal: Punjab Education Minister Harjot Singh Bains on
Monday launched Rs 19 crore worth of infrastructure pro-
jects at Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar School of Eminence, Nangal.
The projects include an Rs 11-crore, 500-seat modern audi-
torium, and an Rs 8-crore academic block housing seven
laboratories and seven rooms. Bains said the auditorium
would address a long-standing demand of Nangal residents
and provide students a larger platform for cultural events,
seminars and other programmes.
Shimla Police Seize Drug-Linked Properties
Worth Rs 4.13 cr
Shimla: Shimla Police have identified and seized proper-
ties worth around Rs 4.13 crore allegedly acquired from drug
proceeds, prompting Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu to commend the action. Sukhu said tackling drug traf-
ficking must extend beyond arrests and narcotics seizures
to dismantling the financial networks sustaining the
trade. In 2026, police have so far seized properties worth
over Rs 12.52 crore in 15 NDPS cases involving 68 accused.
GRIID Principal Honoured for Special Education
Work
Chandigarh: Government Rehabilitation Institute for
Intellectual Disabilities (GRIID) Principal Anil Kumar has
received the ‘Vaishvik Shikshak Rattan Award’ at a ceremo-
ny at the Indian Society of International Law in the
Supreme Court Complex, New Delhi. The award recognizes
his contribution to special education, rehabilitation, inclu-
sion and empowerment of persons with intellectual dis-
abilities. Kumar dedicated the honour to the GRIID team,
Chandigarh Administration and stakeholders working for
the welfare and inclusion of persons with disabilities.
PGI Flags Rising Dementia Burden, Stresses Early
Diagnosis
Chandigarh: PGIMER’s Department of Neurology has called
for greater awareness of Alzheimer’s disease and other
dementias, stressing the importance of early diagnosis as
newer disease-modifying treatments become available in
India. On World Alzheimer’s Day, Prof Dheeraj Khurana said
timely diagnosis helps identify the cause of dementia, deter-
mine treatment eligibility and enable families to plan care.
He also stressed advanced diagnostic tools and stronger
support systems for patients and caregivers.
250 Haryana PM SHRI Schools Set for
Modernisation
Chandigarh: Haryana is upgrading 250 PM SHRI schools with
modern educational infrastructure, including digital and
smart classrooms, libraries, green campuses and state-of-
the-art laboratories. Education Minister Mahipal Dhanda said
the initiative aims to strengthen government-school infra-
structure and provide students with a better learning envi-
ronment. During a review meeting with senior Education
Department officials in Chandigarh, he reviewed the
progress of the state’s ongoing efforts to modernise
school facilities.
152 Vehicles Carrying Rs 4.5 cr Goods Detained
in Punjab Tax Crackdown
Chandigarh: Punjab’s Excise and Taxation Department has
detained 152 vehicles carrying goods worth over Rs 4.5 crore
in a statewide crackdown on suspected tax evasion, with
particular focus on industrial corridors including Mandi
Gobindgarh and Khanna. Finance Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema said officers are scrutinizing invoices, e-way bills,
and transit documents. 
Cheema Meets Mid-Day Meal, Maanbhatta
Workers; Depts Told to Act
Chandigarh: Punjab Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema,
who heads the Cabinet Sub-Committee on employee issues,
held meetings with Mid-Day Meal worker unions and the
Maanbhatta Workers Sanjha Morcha on Monday. He direct-
ed departments to resolve issues at their level on priority
and forward employment-related proposals to Personnel
and financial matters to Finance Department. He also asked
Education Department officials to promptly address
ground-level problems faced by Mid-Day Meal workers.

Punjab’s Drug Issue Surges

Again as Polls Near, BJP, AAP,

Congress, SAD Trade Charges
MONIKA MALIK n CHANDIGARH

Punjab’s drug issue is once
again taking centerstage as
the state moves towards elec-
tions, with the Bhagwant
Mann Government facing
renewed criticism over its
failure to match its pre-poll
promise of eliminating drugs
with three months of action.
The issue has gained intensi-
ty after the alleged suicide of
daily-wager Gulzar Singh in
Sangrur and another suicide
attempt outside the Sangrur
Deputy Commissioner office,
even as the BJP’s 13-day,
4,000-km Nasha Mukt Punjab
Yatra puts the menace at the
heart of its campaign. The
Congress and Shiromani Akali
Dal have also targeted AAP,
while AAP and BJP are trading
accusations over responsi-
bility for the supply chain.

The Congress Government
under Capt Amarinder Singh,
2017 to 2022, faced similar crit-
icism over its promise to
eradicate drugs. The SAD,
particularly Bikram Singh
Majithia, was also targeted
during earlier political battles,
in 2017, with opponents
blaming the Akali leadership
for the drug menace. With the
2027 polls approaching, the
issue is again a political fault-
line.
Two Sangrur Incidents
Trigger Fresh Row

Gulzar Singh’s alleged
suicide on September 7
became a flashpoint after
his family alleged that he
was harassed and subjected
to casteist slurs after ques-
tioning Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema about
drug supply during an event
in Dirba. Opposition parties
have since been demanding
action and Cheema’s resigna-
tion. A day before, the contro-
versy intensified after Jagseer
Singh alias Jagga of Namol
allegedly consumed a poiso-
nous substance outside the
Sangrur administrative
complex. He alleged that a
local sarpanch threatened
him after he shared a video
purportedly showing drug
supply in his village. He is
undergoing treatment in
Patiala. AAP disputed the
opposition’s portrayal, saying
that two village panchayats,
gurdwara committees,
farmers’ organisations and
residents had resolved
against drug sales and com-
plaints by both sides were
under investigation.
BJP Turns Campaign
into Political Offensive

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
launching the fourth phase of
the BJP’s Nasha Mukt Punjab
Yatra from Talwandi Sabo
on Monday,  said a BJP
Government would disman-
tle the drug supply chain,

network and traffickers’
assets within six months. BJP
Rajya Sabha MP Tarun Chugh
sharpened the attack, asking,
“The central question is
whether raising a complaint
against drugs has itself
become a crime under the
Bhagwant Mann govern-
ment.”

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini too target-
ed Mann, saying, “Mann
Sahib, you have gained expe-
rience in increasing the drug
menace, trapping youth in
drugs and increasing corrup-
tion in the state.”

Former Union Minister and
SAD MP Harsimrat Kaur Badal
launched a “Maawan-
Dheeyan” campaign, alleging
drugs had reached villages
and demanding rehabilita-
tion and probes into alleged
police atrocities and bribery.

AAP Counters
AAP national convenor

Arvind Kejriwal shifted the
focus to the wider supply
chain, saying drugs entering
through Gujarat should be
stopped and action strength-
ened at Mundra Port. AAP
Punjab president Aman Arora
accused previous govern-
ments of protecting drug
peddlers and said the present
government had disrupted
their networks.
What AAP Govt Says It Is
Doing

The government is defend-
ing its “Yudh Nashean Virudh”
campaign through a five-
point strategy covering
enforcement, prevention,
youth participation, commu-
nity vigilance, and rehabilita-
tion. It says the ANTF regis-
tered 61,824 FIRs and arrest-
ed 81,433 people between
March 2025 and September
2026, and reported major
drug seizures. The plan
includes a 14-week anti-drug
curriculum for 7.5 lakh stu-
dents in 3,600 schools,
teacher sensitization, youth
activities, nearly 15,000
village and ward defence
committees with 1.25 lakh
members, and a Safe Punjab
WhatsApp helpline with over
51,000 tip-offs. On treatment,
the government cites 547
OOAT centres, 219 de-addic-
tion centres and 91 rehabili-
tation centres. Admissions
to government de-addiction
and rehabilitation facilities
rose from over 12,200 in 2024
to nearly 34,000 in 2025.
With the BJP’s statewide yatra
seeking to reach all 117
Assembly constituencies by
September 30, and Congress
and SAD sharpening attacks,
drugs are again emerging as
an electoral issue — putting
the Mann Government’s
record, enforcement claims,
and rehabilitation measures
under intensified public and
political scrutiny.

Sukhu Announces Oct Payout of Pension Arrears;
Class-III Pensioners to Get 30%, Class-I & II 15%
PNS n SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Monday
announced that Class-III pen-
sioners who retired between
January 1 ,  2016,  and
December 31, 2022, would
receive 30 percent of their
pension arrears in October,
while Class-I and Class-II pen-
sioners in the same category
would get 15 percent.
Chairing a meeting with the
Himachal Pradesh
Pensioners’ Joint Front in
Shimla, Sukhu said the gov-
ernment was committed to
address pensioners’ concerns
despite the state’s financial
constraints, and was also
considering another instal-
ment of Dearness Allowance
(DA).
Medical Claims, DA
Under Consideration

Sukhu said the govern-
ment had been releasing
financial benefits to employ-
ees and pensioners periodi-
cally and had directed all
departments to clear pending
medical reimbursement
claims of pensioners. He
added that arrears of all pen-
sioners aged above 65 years
had already been cleared.

Calling pensioners impor-
tant contributors to Himachal
Pradesh’s development, the
Chief Minister said the
Congress government had
restored the Old Pension

Scheme (OPS) for employees
without any political motive,
with the objective of ensuring
a dignified life after retire-
ment.

Flags Financial
Burden

Sukhu attributed the gov-
ernment’s financial difficul-
ties to the liabilities inherit-
ed from the previous BJP
Government. He said when
the Congress Government
assumed office, the state had
a debt burden of Rs 76,000
crore, besides liabilities of
around Rs 10,000 crore
towards employees and pen-
sioners.

He also highlighted the
discontinuation of the
Revenue Deficit Grant (RDG)
by the 16th Finance
Commission, saying
Himachal had received the
grant since 1952. Describing
RDG as a right of the people
rather than merely an entitle-
ment of the state govern-
ment, he said the state was
losing Rs 8,000-10,000 crore
annually because of its dis-
continuation. 

Sukhu said the previous BJP
government had received Rs
54,000 crore in RDG and Rs
16,000 crore in GST compen-
sation during its five-year
tenure. Had financial disci-
pline been maintained, he
claimed, the state’s debt
could have been reduced by
around Rs 30,000 crore and
employee liabilities could
have been cleared.

He also alleged that build-
ings worth around Rs 1,000
crore constructed during the
previous regime were lying
vacant.

Rs 17,000-cr RDG
Received in 3 Years

Sukhu said the present
Congress Government had
received Rs 17,000 crore in
RDG over the past three years
and was pursuing financial

discipline to strengthen the
state’s finances and make
Himachal Pradesh self-reliant.

Joint Front president Atma
Ram Sharma thanked the
Chief Minister, saying the
government had taken
several steps in the interest of
pensioners. Office-bearers
and a large number of pen-
sioners attended the
meeting.

Himachal Widows’ Children Up To 27

To Get Rs 1,000 Monthly Pocket Money

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Monday
announced that children
aged 19-27 years covered
under the Indira Gandhi
Sukh Shiksha Yojana will
also receive Rs 1 ,000
monthly pocket money,
extending the existing
benefit currently available to
children of widows and
single women up to 18 years.
Sukhu, while reviewing
Women and Child
Development schemes, also
ordered an integrated portal
for all  departmental
schemes to ensure seamless
access to benefits.

The scheme currently ben-
efits 21,292 beneficiaries,
with Rs 40.29 crore allocat-
ed for the current financial
year, while the state bears
the entire cost of higher
education for children of
widows and single women.

Sukhu directed the depart-
ment to send 50 meritorious
beneficiaries of the Sukh
Shiksha Yojana and 50
‘Children of the State’ on
overseas exposure visits. He
said state resources and
prosperity must reach disad-
vantaged sections and no
child should be denied edu-
cation for want of funds.

Under the Dr YS Parmar
Vidyarthi Rin Yojana, merito-
rious students can avail
loans up to Rs 20 lakh at one
percent interest for higher
education.

The CM also reviewed the
proposed Indira Gandhi
Matri Shishu Sankalp Yojana
for nutritious food in 11 dis-
tricts, assured funds for nine
Child Care Institutions and
directed that the
Mukhyamantri Sukh-Aashray
Gram Parisar at Luthan,
Kangra, be completed by
May 2027.

Southwest Monsoon Retreats
from Punjab, Most of Haryana;
Isolated Rain Likely Sept 26-27
PNS n CHANDIGARH

The Southwest Monsoon has
retreated from almost the
entire Punjab and most parts
of Haryana, with conditions
becoming favourable for its
further withdrawal from the
remaining areas of the two
states over the next two to
three days,  the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Monday.

The withdrawal comes
amid a significant rainfall
deficit in both states. Punjab
has recorded 252.2 mm of
rainfall from June 1 to the
morning of September 21,
against the long-period
average (LPA) of 419.2 mm,
leaving a deficiency of 39
percent.  Haryana has
received 317.5 mm against its
LPA of 413.0 mm, resulting in
a 23 percent deficit.

According to the IMD bul-
letin, the current line of with-

drawal of the Southwest
Monsoon passes through
Jaisalmer, Nagaur, Sikar,
Rohtak,  Patiala and
Gurdaspur.

The monsoon had begun
its withdrawal from western
Rajasthan on September 19
and, until September 20, had
retreated only from the
Jaisalmer region. Its with-
drawal has now extended
to almost the whole of Punjab
and most parts of Haryana.

However, the retreat of
the monsoon does not mean
a complete end to rainfall
activity in the region. The
weather department has
forecast isolated rainfall over
parts of Punjab and Haryana
on September 26 and 27.

The IMD said conditions
remain favourable for the
monsoon to withdraw from
the remaining parts of Punjab
and Haryana during the next
two to three days.

Haryana Plans Rs 2295-cr Rural Infra Push;

Seeks Rs 2180-cr NABARD Assistance

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana has drawn up rural
infrastructure proposals
worth Rs 2295.27 crore for
2026-27, covering irrigation,
roads, drinking-water supply
and storage infrastructure. Of
the total outlay, Rs 2180.50
crore has been proposed as
loan assistance under
NABARD’s Rural Infrastructure
Development Fund (RIDF).

Chief Secretary Anurag
Rastogi, while reviewing the
progress of NABARD-assisted
infrastructure projects in the
State, stressed faster imple-
mentation of ongoing pro-
jects and timely submission
of drawal claims by imple-
menting departments. State
Government has prioritised
six proposals for 2026-27,
focusing on irrigation, drink-
ing water, roads and ware-
housing.  NABARD chief
general manager Nivedita
Tiwary said the new propos-
als include an irrigation
project with a total financial
outlay of Rs 315.36 crore, for
which Rs 299.59 crore has
been proposed as RIDF assis-

tance.  Major proposal covers
57 road projects for improve-
ment, widening and strength-
ening of roads. The projects
involve a total outlay of Rs
495.71 crore, with Rs 470.92
crore proposed as RIDF assis-
tance. Both proposals have
already been submitted on
the RIDF web portal. The
investments are aimed at
strengthening rural infra-
structure and improving con-
nectivity, irrigation facilities,
drinking-water supply and
storage capacity across
Haryana. Another proposal
involving Rs 290.74 crore has
been submitted for construc-
tion of 2,30,508 MT of godown
capacity on vacant land avail-
able with the Haryana State
Warehousing Corporation
(HSWC) and reconstruction of
1,23,664 MT of godown capac-
ity in low-lying campuses.
The proposed loan compo-
nent is Rs 276.20 crore. The
Finance Department has
approved that the project
may also be considered for
financing under NABARD
Infrastructure Development
Assistance (NIDA). 90% drop in stubble burning as

Khudian drives baler in Gurdaspur field
Gurdaspur: Punjab has recorded a 90 percent decline in
stubble-burning cases — from 49,922 in 2022 to 5,114 in 2025
— as Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Gurmeet Singh
Khudian on Monday drove a baler tractor to make paddy-
straw bales in a farmer’s field at Purian Khurd village near
Batala, marking the official start of paddy harvesting and straw
management in the state and calling for a stubble-burning-
free Punjab.Using the field demonstration to underline the
government’s mechanized approach, Khudian said paddy
straw should be treated as “a resource, not waste” and
managed scientifically instead of being burnt. The state is offer-
ing a 50 percent subsidy to individual farmers and 80 percent
to Custom Hiring Centres, FPOs, cooperative societies and
Gram Panchayats for Crop Residue Management.

Mann Turns Lok Milni Into Poll-

Season Pitch, Warns Opposition

May Roll Back Welfare Schemes
PNS n AJNALA

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on Monday turned a
Lok Milni programme at Sansra village into a political pitch,
warning that a return of opposition parties could put free elec-
tricity, women’s free bus travel, the Rs 1,000 monthly
Mawan Dheeyan Satkar Yojna, Mohalla Clinics and govern-
ment schools at risk. He also targeted the BJP over Punjab’s
water rights and Chandigarh and Panjab University.

Mann said if an opposition party came to power “by
mistake”, it would discontinue welfare schemes, “destroy
Mohalla Clinics and government schools and promote
private schools”. He said the BJP wanted to give Punjab’s share
of water to Haryana and Rajasthan and separate Chandigarh
and Panjab University from Punjab. Referring to the
September 15 agreement among Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi on
the Kishau Multipurpose Project, Mann questioned Punjab’s
exclusion. “Why is Punjab being treated as an outsider when
the question concerns the water resources of this region?”
he asked, saying Punjab’s farmers, soldiers and people had
contributed to the country. He said canal-water utilization
had risen from 22 percent to 88 percent in four years and
around 14,000 km of underground pipelines had been laid.
He cited the Goindwal Sahib plant purchase and zero elec-
tricity bills for 90 percent of households under the 300-unit
scheme. Mann said Punjab had moved from 27th in school
education when he took oath in 2022, claiming it was now
number one. He cited teacher training in Finland, Singapore
and at IIMs and Schools of Eminence. Under the Mukh Mantri
Sehat Yojna, he said. around 54 lakh families had received
health cards.
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IN THE COURT OF ISHA 
KAMBOJ, HCS SUB-DIVISIONAL 

MAGISTRATE (S)-CUM-
MARRIAGE OFFICER, U.T., 

CHANDIGARH. 
Mr.Nidhaan Singh Johal S/o Col Arun 
Preet Singh Johal 
Permanent & Temporary R/o 1356, 
Sector 34C, UT, Chandigarh 

AND 
Ms. Alisha Kasamali Lalani D/o Sh. 
Kasamali Ibrahimbhai Lalani 
Permanent & Temporary R/o SN 22/2, 
Sainik Wadi, Wadgaon Sheri, Pune 
Maharashtra 
have given Notice u/s 5 for 
Solemnization of marriage to be 
registered within three calendar 
months, under the Special Marriage 
Act, 1954. 
Whereas, the above named parties 
have filed a petition for the 
solemnization of their marriage within 
three calendar months in this court, 
notice is, therefore, issued through this 
publication to the general public that in 
case there is any objection to it, the 
same be filed in this court on or before 
21-10-2026 failing which the marriage 
shall be solemnized under the Special 
Marriage Act, 1954 in accordance with 
law. 
Given under my hand and seal of the 
Court on 21/9/26 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate (S)-cum- 

Marriage Officer  
Under Special Marriage Act, 1954, 

U.T., Chandigarh

Construction Wing invites E-
Tenders for Providing and 
 Fixing Interlocking Paver Tiles 
area between Bhagwan Dass 
Canteen and Main Library at 
Punjabi University Patiala. For 
further details, Please visit 
https://tenderwizard.com/ 
PUNJAB 
2473/DPR Registrar 
2313/12/2026-27/15419 
Dated CHD :- 21/09/2026 

Punjabi University,  
Patiala 

(Established under Punjab Act 
No 35 of 1961) 

नगर िनगम रोहतक 
साव�जिनक सूचना 

सव� साधारण को सूिचत िकया जाता है िक नगर िनगम, रोहतक 
की कर शाखा स�ि�कर के �रकाड�  म� नई !ोपट$ आई०डी० 
नं०. IHQHYULO पुरानी !ोफ आई०डी०नं०. 228C1227U425 
वाड�  नं०/पता New Vijay Nagar पुराने एन०डी०सी० �रकाड�  
म� राम चं+ व सव- अनुसार नए एन०डी०सी० �रकाड�  म� जगदीश 
नाम से दज� है अब नगर िनगम के �रकाड�  म� इस आईडी नं !ाथ$ 
िजसका नाम कुशुम िवधवा, राधे;ाम, भूपे=  पु>ान, संतोष‐
पुजा, राधा ‐ दुगा� पु>ीयान जगदीश के Aारा वसीयत / वारसान 
के आधार पर अपने नाम तबदील करवाना चाहते है िजसकी 
वारसान �रपोट�  तहसीलदार, रोहतक Aारा तसदीक की गई है। 
यिद िकसी भी जनसाधारण को इनके नाम तबदील करने म� 
कोई भी आपि� है तो 30 िदन के अGर अGर नगर िनगम 
काया�लय म� अपनी आपि� दज� करवाये, अJथा !ोपट$ टैK म� 
उसके नाम तबदील कर दी जायेगी। िजसके िलए नगर िनगम, 
रोहतक कोई उ�रदायी नही ंहोगा अतः दो राRS ीय समाचार प> 
िहGी व अTेजी म� िनकलवाना सुिनिWत कर� । 
�मांक: MCR/ZTO/2026/1477 
िदनांक: 21/09/2026 

�े�ीय कराधान आिधकारी नगर िनगम रोहतक
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
Under the Instructions of Axis Bank Ltd., I 
hereby informed the general public notice 
that Jai Want Singh Cheema S/o Man-
want Singh S/o Anookh Singh Cheema 
Medical Complex Phase-4 Mohali Tehsil 
Kharar District Rupnagar, Punjab. I am 
selling my property situated at Morinda to 
Niraj Kakkar S/o Balwant Rai Kakkar who 
taking loan from Axis Bank Ltd., Morinda. 
Jai Want Singh Cheema has lost previous 
sale deed executed by Niraj Kakkar S/o 
Balwant Rai Kakkar having Vasika No.713 
and 714 Dated 12-10-1995 in favour of 
Niraj Kakkar S/o Balwant Rai Kakkar of 
have lost somewhere, If anybody have 
any objection or found this document 
Kindly contact Adv. Niraj Kakkar S/o Bal-
want Rai Kakkar #666, Phase-2, Sector 
54, S.A S. Nagar (Mohali) Punjab Mob. 
No. 98158-88666 within 14 days of date 
of Publication. 

Forest Hill Resort Honoured as Best Golf Resort 
Chandigarh: Forest Hill Resort 
(FHR) has been conferred the 
“CHEFEX India Recognition 
for Best Golf Resort” at the 
CHEFEX India Recognitions 
2026, organised by the PHD 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PHDCCI).  Birender 
Gill, President, Forest Hill Golf 
Resort, and Aman Ghumman, 
HR Head, WWICS Group, 
received the honour on behalf of 
Forest Hill Resort. “We are 
delighted to receive this honour. Forest Hill has always been envisioned as much more 
than a golf resort. We are positioning it as an eco-sanctuary where golf, nature, leisure 
and adventure tourism come together. Our endeavour is to create meaningful experiences 
for visitors while preserving and enhancing the natural environment of the Shivalik 
foothills,” Devinder Sandhu, Founder, Forest Hill Resort, said. 

 

Painting and essay writing competition organized under “Swachhata 
Pakhwada 2026” at Nathpa Jhakri Hydro Power Station. 
Jhakri: “Swachhata Pakhwada 
2026” is being organized by 
Nathpa Jhakri Hydro Power 
Station from 17.09.2026 to 
02.10.2026 as per the guidelines 
of Ministry of Power, 
Government of India and SJVN 
Corporate Headquarters, Shimla. 
In this sequence, on 21.09.2026, 
under the guidance of Project 
Head, NJHPS E. Rajeev 
Kapoor, a painting and essay 
writing competition was 
organized for the students of Government Senior Secondary School (GSSS), Sanarsa. 

 
Design Unfiltered Brings Leading Design Brands Together with 
Architects at DU60 Haryana Edition 

As part of the DU60 Haryana 
Edition, Design Unfiltered 
brought together architects, 
design practitioners and leading 
brands on a shared platform at 
Ramada by Wyndham Kasauli 
on 19 and 20 September 2026. 
The two-day congregation 
featured dedicated exhibition 
spaces and stalls by brand 
partners, giving architects and 
design professionals an 
opportunity to explore a diverse 
range of materials, products and 
solutions for architecture and interior spaces. The participating brands included Mikasa, 
Arevia, Anadam, KEI, Sirca, Hybec, RachTR, FIMA, Liya and HieLife. Their presence 
added a strong material and product-focused dimension to the event, creating 
opportunities for architects to discover new offerings, interact with brand representatives 
and exchange ideas around design, materials and applications. 

USP
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I, PREETI, W/o RAVI 
YADAV, R/o Milakpur, 
District Bhiwani, Haryana 
– 127032, declare that my 
name is incorrectly 
recorded as Kumari 
Preeti and my Date of 
Birth as 13-01-1999 in 
Passport No. AD202300. 
As per my Birth 
Certificate, my correct 
name is PREETI and 
Date of Birth is 07-10-
1997. Henceforth, I shall 
be known as PREETI with 
Date of Birth 07-10-1997 
for all purposes and 
records. 

I Bimla residing at 
Barsi Jattan, District 
Bhiwani, Haryana, Pin-
127032 do hereby 
declare that in my 
daughter's Passport 
bearing No. AD202300 
my name has been 
wrongly recorded as 
Bimla Devi. My actual and 
correct name is Bimla 
only. Both Bimla Devi and 
Bimla refer to one and the 
same person, i.e., myself. 
I shall be known as Bimla 
for all future and legal 
purposes. 

I, Rohit S/o Balwinder 
Vill.Phoolgarh, Bherian, 
Pehowa, Kurukshetra 
have changed my given 
name Rohit Rohit 

I, Tuli Sarkar W/o 
Rakesh Kumar 
Vill.Gumthala Garhu, 
Pehowa, Kurukshetra 
have changed my name 
Tuli Sarkar to Sandeep 
Kaur 

I Monika Saini W/o 
Sh. Balkar Singh 
Resident of Vill. Dafarpr, 
Sub Tehsil Zirakpur, Tehsil 
Dera Bassi, Distt. SAS 
Nagar (Mohali) Pb-
140201 That I have 
changed the name of my 
minor daughter from 
Hanish to Hanish preet 
Kaur. 

I, Anita W/O Sh. 
Raman Kumar R/O 
House no.207, Village 
Birghaggar, PO 
Chandimandir, 
Panchkula, Haryana That 
i have changed my name 
from ANITA to ANITA 
SHARMA. 

I Neelam Rani W/O  
Dimpal Kumar R/O 
Mukerian Vill. Power PO, 
Mukerian Tehsil Mukerian 
Distt Hoshiarpur declare 
that Neelam Rani and 
Neelam Devi both names 
of one and same person.  

I,   Raj Rani W/o 
Palwinder Singh,Vill 
Aggampur  Tapprian, 
Tehsil Shri Anandpur 
Sahib  (Rupnagar) have 
changed my  name from 
Raj Rani  to Rajvir Kaur. 

I, Usha Devi Alias 
Usha Rani W/o Chotu 
Ram,Vill Raipur, Tehsil 
Nangal (Rupnagar) have 
CHANGED my name 
from Usha Devi to Usha 
Rani.  

I, Hemkaran Singh 
Bagha S/o Karnail Singh, 
4 Green Vihar, AC  
National Public School, 
Zirakpur, have changed 
name to Hemkaran 
Singh.  

I, Shalu Garg W/o 
Dheeraj Kumar, Ward No. 
8, Bhabat, P.O. Bhabat. 
Distt. SAS Nagar 
(Mohali), have changed 
my name from Shalu 
Garg to Shalu.   

I, Bhawana Sharma 
W/o Puran Sharma R/o 
Block No. 141 Village 
Amarheri PO Ahirka 
Tehsil and District Jind, 
Haryana have Changed 
my name from Bhawana 
Sharma to Bhawana. 

I, Joginder Singh S/o 
Satyapal Singh R/o H No. 
1901, Sector 23, Sonipat 
Tehsil and Distt. Sonipat, 
Haryana have Changed 
my name from Joginder 
Singh Chhikara to 
Joginder Singh. In future I 
will be known as Joginder 
Singh for all references. 

I, Amit Manju S/o Sh. 
Dharampal  R/o 3036, 
Line Par, Jawahar Nagar, 
Adampur, Hisar have 
changed my minor son's 
name from Yakshit to 
Yakshit Bishnoi. 

I, Bhupinder Singh 
S/o Niranjan Singh R/o # 
11, BBMB, NPH Colony, 
Phase-1, Industrial Area, 
Chandigarh have 
changed my name to 
Bhupinderpal Singh. 

I, Navita D/o 
Mahender R/o H. No. 35, 
Gali No. 2, Ward No. 18, 
New Saket Colony, Azad 
Nagar, Hisar, Haryana-
125001 declare that I 
have changed my name 
from Navita to Navita Soni 
for all future purpose. 

I, Chanchal Kumari 
W/o Hari Krishan R/o H. 
No. 1224/18, Bhagat 
Singh Road, Umra Gate, 
Hansi, Distt. Hisar, 
Haryana-125033 declare 
that I have changed my 
name from Chanchal to 
Chanchal Kumari for all 
future purpose. 

I, Prabhdeep Singh 
s/o Avtar Singh r/o VPO 
Zaffarwal PO Dhariwal 
Distt Gurdaspur have 
changed my name from 
Prabhdeep Singh to 
Singh Prabhdeep. 
Concerned note. 

I, Manpreet Singh 
S/o Balwinder Singh R/o 
Village Ghuman Khurd 
Distt Gurdaspur have 
changed my name  
Manpreet  Singh to 
Ghuman Manpreet Singh. 
Concerned note.  

I Pradeep Rajak S/O 
Moti Rajak R/O #132/A 
V.P.O Behlana  
Chandigarh (pin code-
160003) I have changed 
my son's name from 
Koushal Rajak to Kaushal 
Rajak 

I, Jagjit Singh S/o 
Onkar Singh R/o VPO 
Pandori Atwal, Tehsil 
Dasuya, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab, India 
declare that I have my 
name Jagjit Singh 
changed to my first name 
Jagjit and surname as 
Singh. All concerned note. 

I, Manveer Singh S/o 
Daljeet Singh R/o Village 
Chohka, PO. Garhdiwala, 
Tehsil Dasuya, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab, India 
declare that I have my 
name Manveer Singh 
changed to my first name 
Manveer and surname as 
Singh. All concerned note. 

I, Sukhraj Singh S/O 
Pavittar Singh R/O Village 
Gidhar Pindi Po Malri 
Tehsil Nakodar Distt 
Jalandhar Have Changed 
My Name From  Sukhraj 
Singh To Sukhraj (As 
Given Name) And Singh 
(As Sur Name). 

I, Kishano Devi W/o 
Omparkash 
R/Bahamanwas Tehsil 
Julana District Jind -
126101 (Haryana) have 
changed my name from 
Kishano Devi to Kishni 
Devi. 

I, Puran Singh, son of 
Sh.Tehal Singh, Resident 
of House No. 367, Jyoti 
Nagar, Gali No. 2, Kaithal 
Road, Karnal, Haryana, 
hereby inform that I have 
changed my Name from 
Puran Singh (son of Tehal 
Singh) to Puran Singh 
Bhinder (son of Tehal 
Singh). —All concerned 
please take note. 

I, Mamta Kumaree 
W/o Parveen Kumar R/o 
Ward No. 8, Assandh 
District Karnal-132039 
(Haryana) have changed 
my name from mamta 
Kumaree To Km Mamta. 

I, No. 15415891L, Ex 
MACP Hav Sanjay Kumar 
Verma  S/o Sh. Raghbir 
Singh Verma R/o Gali No. 
- 2, Laxmi Nagar, Garhi 
Brahmnan Road - 
Sonipat, Teh. & Distt. - 
Sonipat (Haryana) have 
changed the name of my 
father from Raghbir Singh 
Verma to Raghubir Singh 
vide affidavit dated 21 
Sep 2026 sworn before 
Executive Magistrate - 
Sonipat, Distt. - Sonipat 
(Haryana). In future my 
father should be known 
as only Raghubir Singh. 

I, No. 10467918X, Ex 
Hav Anand Singh S/o Sh. 
Ram Kumar R/o Village - 
Rehmana, PO - Sitawali, 
Teh.  &  Distt. - Sonipat 
(Haryana) have changed 
the name of my mother 
from Indira Wati to 
Indrawati vide affidavit 
dated 14 Sep 2026 sworn 
before Executive 
Magistrate - Sonipat, 
Distt. - Sonipat (Haryana). 
In future my mother 
should be known as only 
Indrawati.  

I, Alok Sha S/o Sri 
Braja Kishor Sha R/o 
House Number 638 2nd 
Floor, Esic Hospital, 
Sector 9, Gurgaon, Dist - 
Gurgaon, Haryana-
122001, have changed 
my minor son’s name 
from Aditya Sha Aged 13 
Years to Prateek Sha 
forever 

I Vikas S/o Satpal 
Malhotra R/o House No. 
351, Mahadev Colony, 
Jagadhri, Yamuna Nagar, 
Haryana- 135001, have 
changed my name to 
Vikas Malhotra for all 
future purpose. 

I Sunita W/o Vikas 
Malhotra R/o House No. 
351, Mahadev Colony, 
Jagadhri, Yamuna Nagar, 
Haryana- 135001, have 
changed my name to 
Sunita Malhotra for all 
future purpose. 

I Neelam W/o Sunil 
Kumar Garg R/o House 
No 831, Sector 12, Near 
Mother Teressa, Phase 2, 
Huda, Panipat, Haryana- 
132103, have changed 
my name to Neelam Garg 
for all future purpose. 

I, Sheenam Arora 
W/o Prince Jayee, R/o 
H.No 114, Opposite 
Khambra Eldeco Green, 
Malko, PO. Malko Tarar, 
Dist. Jalandhar, Punjab-
144026, I have changed 
my name from Sheenam 
Arora to Sheenam Jayee. 

I, Dharam Pal S/o 
Gian Chand R/o Vill. 
Khalwara, Po. Pandori, 
Teh.Phagwara, Distt. 
Kapurthala, Punjab have 
changed my name from 
Dharam Pal to Given 
name as Dharam and 
Surname as Pal. 

I, Daljit Singh Johal 
S/o Gurwinder Singh R/o 
VPO. Daduwal, Tehsil 
Phillaur, Distt. Jalandhar, 
Punjab have changed my 
name from Daljit Singh 
Johal to Daljit Singh. 

I, hitherto known as 
Lakhbir Singh S/o Jarnail 
Singh, R/o Village 
Talwandi Sanghera, 
Tehsil Shahkot, Po. 
Talwandi Sanghera, Distt. 
Jalandhar, Punjab 
144703, have changed 
my name and shall 
hereafter be known as 
Lakhvir Singh. 

I, Ajay Kumar S/o 
Malkeet Singh R/o 
Hazipur, Po. Hazipur, 
Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab- 
144221, have changed 
the name of my minor 
Daughter Khushi, aged 
10 years and she shall 
hereafter be known as 
Khushi Thakur. 

I, hitherto known as 
Surjeet Singh S/o Dalip 
Singh R/o V.P.O. 
Dhaddar, Dasuya, Po. 
Dasuya, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab-
144205 have changed 
my name and shall 
hereafter be known as Jit 
Singh. 

I, Surinder Kaur W/o 
Avtar Singh R/o VPO. 
Jaitewali, Distt. 
Jalandhar-144025, 
Punjab have changed my 
name from Surinder Kaur 
to Jaswinder Kaur. 

I, Naina W/o Karan 
Sharma R/o H.No. C-100, 
Gali No. 4, Jinda Road, 
Maqsudan, Jalandhar 
have changed my name 
from Naina to Naina 
Sharma. 

I, Dharvinder Singh 
S/o Balwinder Singh R/o 
Village Daudpur, Po. 
Mirzapur, Tehsil Dhilwan, 
Distt.Kapurthala, Punjab 
have changed my name 
from Dharvinder Singh to 
Singh Dharvinder (Singh 
as Surname)  

I, Gurdeep Singh S/o 
Joginder Singh R/o 
Village Ghug Bet, Po. 
Bhawanipur, Distt. 
Kapurthala have changed 
my name from Gurdeep 
Singh to Singh Gurdeep 
(Singh as Surname)  

I, Sukhwinder Kaur 
W/o Gurdeep Singh R/o 
Village Ghug Bet, Po. 
Bhawanipur, Distt. 
Kapurthala have changed 
my name from 
Sukhwinder Kaur to Kaur 
Sukhwinder (Kaur as 
Surname)  

I, Amit Kumar 
Sharma S/o Ashok Kumar 
R/o H.No.256, Baba Isher 
Singh Colony, Basti 
Sheikh, Jalandhar, 
Punjab have changed my 
name from Amit Kumar 
Sharma to Amit Kumar. 

I, Prinkal S/o Surinder 
Kumar R/o NB-365, 
Santokhpura, Near Water 
Tank, Jalandhar have 
changed my name from 
Prinkal to Given name as 
Prinkal & Surname as 
Kumar. 

I, Surinder S/o Tirth 
Ram R/o NB- 365, 
Santokhpura, Near Water 
Tank, Jalandhar have 
changed my name from 
Surinder to Surinder 
Kumar. 

 I, Ragini D/o 
Sukhdev Prasad R/o 
H.No.72, Gali No.4, 
Santokhpura, Phagwara, 
Distt.Kapurthala have 
changed my name from 
Ragini to Ragini Kumari. 

I, Ronit Sethi S/o 
Gaurav Sethi, R/o E-194, 
Inderprasth, Railway 
Road, Jalandhar-144001, 
Punjab, declare that 
name of mine, my father 
have been wrongly 
written as Gourav Sethi in 
my 10th and 12th Class 
Educational documents. 
The actual name of mine, 
my father are Gaurav 
Sethi, which may be 
amended accordingly. 

I, Asharfi Devi m/o  
L/NK Shambhu Nandan 
Kumar, serving, in Unit 52 
Engineer Regiment C/o 
56 APO have changed 
my name from Asharfee 
Devi or Asharee Devi  to 
Asharfi Devi vide affidavit 
dated 21.09.2026 

I, Rammurti Lal F/o 
SPR  Upendra, serving in 
Unit 52 Engineer 
Regiment C/o 56 APO 
have changed my name 
from Rammurti to 
Rammurti Lal vide 
affidavit dated 
21.09.2026. 

I, Parvatiya m/o Hav  
Chhote Lal Yadav, serving 
in 15 CESR C/o56 APO & 
Village Badilpur  Post 
Babubel, Dist Ballia, UP 
have changed my name 
from Parvti Devi to  
Parvatiya vide affidavit 
dated 21.09.2026. 

I Jaswinder Kaur 
Sara W/O Mandeep 
Singh Kareer R/O 
H.No.1981 Sahibjada Ajit 
Singh Nagar Moga 
(Moga) Have Changed 
My Name To Jaswinder 
Kaur After Marriage. 

I Gurcharan Singh 
S/O Sukhdev Singh R/O 
W.No.27, Backside Mark 
Feed Godam, Kotkapura 
Road, Moga (Pb) 142001 
Have Changed My Name 
To Gurcharan Singh Brar. 

I Manpreet Kaur W/O 
Sukhveer Singh Toor R/O 
Vpo. Bhinder Kalan Distt. 
Moga Have Changed My 
Name To Manpreet Kaur 
Toor After Marriage. 

I Davinderjeet Kaur 
Sran W/O Gurpreet Singh 
Khosa R/O Kot Karor 
Kalan Distt. Ferozepur 
Have Changed My Name 
As Davinderjeet Kaur. 

I Sukhpreet Singh 
Dhillon S/O Ginder Singh 
R/O Vill. Burj Thror P.O. 
Siryewala Distt. Bathinda 
Have Changed My Name 
To Sukhpreet Singh. 

I Gurjit Singh S/O 
Rajvinder Singh R/O Sri 
Muktsar Sahib Distt. Sri 
Muktsar Sahib Have 
Changed My Name Gurjit 
Singh To Gurjit Inderpal 
Singh. 

I Rasnur Kaur W/O 
Gurjit Inderpal Singh S/O 
Sri Muktsar Sahib Distt. 
Sri Muktsar Sahib Have 
Changed My Name 
Rasnur Kaur To Rasnoor 
Inderpal Kaur. 

I Kuldip Singh S/O 
Kartar Singh R/O Vill. 
Amargarh Kaler Tehsil 
Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana 
Have Changed My Name 
From Kuldip Singh 
Grewal To Kuldip Singh. 

I Rajwant Kaur W/O 
Kuldip Singh R/O Vill. 
Amargarh Kaler Tehsil 
Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana 
Have Changed My Name 
From Rajwant Kaur 
Grewal To Rajwant Kaur. 

I Kulbeer Singh Hans 
S/O Darshan Singh R/O 
Vpo. Barsal Tehsil 
Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana 
Have Changed My Name 
To Kulbeer Singh. 

I, Rajni W/o Pawan 
R/o Village Unheri (38), 
Jathlana, Jagadhri, 
Yamuna Nagar, Haryana-
135133, INDIA have 
changed my minor son’s 
name from  Tnuj to Tanuj 
Pal 

(Name of dependent) 
Sanjog (mother) R/o 
Manoj Kumar, Village-
Goela Khurd, P.O-Goela 
Kalan, Thana-Bapoli, 
Tehsil-Bapoli, District-
Panipat, 
Haryana-132104, state 
that as per my son's 
service record my date of 
birth is 04 June 1957 and 
name is Sanoj which is 
wrong. Whereas correct 
date of birth is 06 January 
1964 and name is Sanjog 
as per Aadhar and PAN 
card. Now I declare that 
my correct date of birth 
and name should be 06 
January, 1964. 

(Name of dependent) 
Devi Singh (father), 
resident of address Manoj 
Kumar, Village: Goela 
Khurd, Post Office: Goela 
Kalan, Police Station: 
Bapoli, Tehsil:Bapoli, 
District: Panipat, 
Haryana-132104, 
declares that my date of 
birth as per my son's 
service record is May 2, 
1955, which is incorrect. 
The correct date of birth 
as per Aadhaar and PAN 
card is January 1, 1953. I 
declare that my date of 
birth as May 2, 1955, 
should be corrected in my 
son's record. 

I, Rajwant Singh S/O 
Sampuran Singh R/O 
Village- Nicko Saran, 
Talwandi Rama, Po- 
Talwandi Rama, Distt- 
Gurdaspur, Punjab -
143604, India. Declare 
That My Given Name As 
Rajwant And My Surname 
As Singh. 

I, Anil S/O Prem 
Chand R/O 4/6 
Improvement Trust 
Colony Scheme No.1 
Batala Road Gurdaspur. 
Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur, 
Punjab, India. Declare 
That Changed My 
Daughter Name From 
Niharika To Niharika 
Dalhotra. 

I, No 4006217Y Ex 
Nk(TS) Rakesh Kumar 
resident of VPO – Nangal 
Bhoor Tehsil and Distt - 
Pathankot, State - 
Punjab,  have changed 
name of my father from 
RAGUBIR SINGH to 
RAGHUVIR SINGH vide 
Affidavit No. IN-
PB92947035295471Y 
dated 21-09-2026 before 
Executive Magistrate 
Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Simran Kaur D/O 
Tarsem Singh, Residing 
at Vill Dhilwan Distt 
Jalandhar, Punjab 
144023, and declare that 
Simran is my given name 
and Kaur is my Surname. 

I, Sulakhan Singh 
S/o Khursheed Singh R/o 
Village & PO Bhullar, 
Tehsil Batala, District 
Gurdaspur, Punjab have 
changed my name from 
Sulakhan Singh to Given 
Name Sulakhan and 
Surname as Singh. 
Concerned Note. 

I, Sanjeev Kumar S/o 
Surinder Kumar R/o Vpo. 
Bachhauri Teh-Balachaur 
Distt. SBS Nagar have 
changed my name from 
Sanjeeev Kumar to 
Kumar Sanjeev. 

I, Gurjinder Singh 
S/o Gurdarshan Singh 
R/o Vpo. Bahmana Teh-
Samana Distt. Patiala 
(Punjab) has declared 
that Gurjinder is my given 
name and Singh is my 
surname. 

I, Daljeet Singh S/o 
Pritam Singh R/o Vpo. 
Sanher Teh-Zira 
(Ferozepur) have 
changed my name to 
Daljit Singh. 

I, Panky W/o Baldev 
Raj R/o Vill: Allowal Teh-
Balachaur Distt. SBS 
Nagar have changed my 
name from Panky to 
Manjinder Kaur. my name 
Manjinder Kaur given 
name and Kaur treated as 
surname. 

I, Surender Pal S/o 
Inderjit Parmar R/o 
H.No.HL-109, Phase-7, 
S.A.S. Nagar (Mohali) 
Punjab, have changed my 
name to Surender Pal 
Parmar. 

I Harmandeep Singh 
S/o Ranjit Singh Sekhon 
R/o VPO Jhandiana 
Sharki Teh. & Distt. Moga- 
142053 have changed my 
name to Harmandeep 
Singh Sekhon. 

I Ranjit Singh S/o 
Gurmail Singh R/o VPO 
Jhandiana Sharki Teh. & 
Distt. Moga- 142053 have 
changed my name to 
Ranjit Singh Sekhon. 

I, Rattan Singh S/o 
Jumma Singh R/o 
Mukandpur Teh-Dera 
Bassi Distt. SAS Nagar 
(Mohali) have changed 
my name from Ram 
Rattan to Rattan Singh. 

I Charanjit Singh S/O 
Darshan Singh R/O 
Manuke (Ludhiana) Have 
Changed My Name To 
Charanjit Singh Sandhu. 

I Mandeep Singh S/O 
Parkash Singh R/O 
Hissowal  (Ludhiana) 
Have Changed My Name 
To Mandeep (Name) 
Singh (Surname). 

I, Parveen Kumari 
Kakar W/o Vijay Kumar 
R/o Jaitu (Faridkot) have 
changed my name to 
Parveen Kumari. 

I Deepak Kumar S/O 
Milkhi Ram R/o Vpo 
Tangralian, Tehsil 
Mukerian, Distt. 
Hoshiarpur, Pincode 
144211, Declare That My 
Given Name ad Deepak 
And Surname as Kumar. 

I  Parmjit Kaur alias 
Rani Kaur W/o Raghvir 
Singh R/o Kotbhai, Tehsil 
Giddarbaha, Distt Sri 
Muktsar Sahib have 
changed my name to 
Parmjit Kaur. 

I, Sunita W/o Ram 
R/o Vill:Bainch Baja Teh-
Tanda Distt.Hoshiarpur 
Punjab, have changed my 
name from Sunita to 
Sunita Devi. 

I, Rajnish S/o Janak 
Raj R/o W.No.05 Po. 
Mallan Wala Teh-Zira 
Distt. Ferozepur have 
changed my name to 
Rajnish Kataria. Please 
note. 

I, Davinder Kaur W/o 
Jasvinder Singh R/o 
Village Talwara Khurd, 
Tehsil Ellenabad, Distt. 
Sirsa, Haryana–125102, 
Have Changed My Name 
From Davinder Kaur To 
Devender Kaur. 

I, Kanwar Pal Singh 
S/o Kadam Singh R/o 
H.No. 179 Vpo. Behlolpur 
Distt. Mohali I declare that 
I have changed my name 
from Kanwar Pal to 
Kanwar Pal Singh. 

I, Rajesh Rani W/o 
Kanwar Pal Singh R/o 
H.No. 179 Vpo. Behlolpur 
Distt. Mohali I declare 
thatI have changed my 
name from Rajesh to 
Rajesh Rani. 

I, Jaskaran Singh 
S/O Nachhatar Singh R/O 
Near Primary School, 
Village Gill Tehsil & 
District Ferozepur Have 
Changed My Name As 
Jaskaran Singh Gill. 

I, Gurpreet Singh 
Brar S/O Surjit Singh R/O 
Near Nahar Singh 
Sarpanch, Village 
Mahlakhurd, Tehsil 
Baghapurana, District 
Moga Have Changed My 
Name As Gurpreet Singh. 

I Krishan S/o Deva 
Ram R/o B/8, 154 
Karkhas Colony Patiala 
have changed my name 
to Krishan Gopal. 

I Jagjiwan S/o Narain 
Dev resident of H. No. 
302, Bedian Street, 
Nabha, Distt, Patiala have 
changed my name to 
Jagjiwan Kumar. 

I Gursher Singh S/O 
Sukhdev Singh R/O 
Sarhali Road Azad Nagar 
Ward No 4 Tehsil & Distt 
Tarn Taran I Have 
Changed To Gursher 
Singh Dhillon. 

I, Shiv Autar Sharma 
Father of 15200740L Hav 
(opr) Devendra kumar 
Sharma  residing at Vill. 
Ratiram Pura, Distt. 
Morena (Madhya 
Pradesh) 476134 have 
changed my name from 
Shiv Autar Sharma to 
Shivotar vide Affidavit 
date 22.09.2026 before 
notary public Distt. Court 
Bathinda (PB).  

I, Kajal Das Mother of 
No.4488071N NK 
Santinath Das resident of 
Village- Amdohi,  Post- 
Amdohi, Tehsil- 
Bishnupur, District- 
Bankura, State- West 
Bengal, Pin-722141, have 
changed my DOB from 01 
Jan 1969 to 27 Jan 1973 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB92175990703765Y 
dated 18 Sep 2026 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, Ajit  Das Father of 
No.4488071N NK 
Santinath Das resident of 
Village- Amdohi, Post- 
Amdohi,  Tehsil- 
Bishnupur, District- 
Bankura, State- West 
Bengal, Pin-722141, have 
changed my DOB from 01 
Jan 1953 to 02 Sep 1963 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB92176278665132Y 
dated 18 Sep 2026 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, Gambhir Singh 
Father of No.JC-304260F 
Sub (TIGM) Mangal 
Singh resident of Village- 
Khadya Behad,  Post- 
Sikrodi, Tehsil- Ambah, 
District- Morena, State- 
Madhya Pradesh, Pin-
476554, have changed 
my name from Gambhir 
Singh to Gambheer Singh 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB93371055992351Y 
dated 21 Sep 2026 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, SAGARIKA 
KHUNITA is Wife of Army 
No: 15502121P Rank: 
DFR/HK Name: ANIL 
KUMAR SRICHANDAN 
Presently Posted at Unit: 
3 CAV C/o 56 APO 
Permanent Address: 
Village Kaipadar, Tehsil: 
Khordha, District: Khurda, 
State: Odisha-752056, 
Declare That I have 
changed my name from 
SAGARIKA KHUNITA to 
SAGARIKA KHUNTIA. 
Vide Affidavit No: 12AA 
081104, Dated: 
21.09.2026 

I Narender Pal S/o Sh 
Om Parkash R/o Flat No 
2132-E, Block-10, CHB 
Flat, Sector-63, 
Chandigarh have 
changed my name from 
Narender Pal to Narender 
Pal Monga. 

I, P VELAYUDHAN 
FATHER OF BHAVANTH 
V V RESIDENT OF 176, 
BEHIND JNANA VIKASA 
SCHOOL, CHOUDLU, 
PO – SOMWARPET, 
DIST : KODAGU, 
KARNATAKA – 571236, 
HAVE CHANGED MY 
NAME AND DATE OF 
BIRTH FROM P 
VELAYUDHAN & DOB 
01/07/1957 (OLD NAME 
& DOB) TO 
VELAYUDHAN P & DOB 
27/08/1956 (NEW NAME 
& DOB) VIDE AFFIDAVIT 
DT 21 SEP 2026, 
SWORN BEFORE 
NOTARY PUBLIC SAT 
PAL.  PLEASE 
CORRECT IT. 

I, ARATHI RAJ PT 
WIFE OF BHAVANTH V 
V RESIDENT OF 
JANANI THILAKAM, 
AMMAMMALAYIL, 
AMMAMMALAYIL 
KANNAN KARA, 
CHELANNUR, 
KOZHIKODE,  STATE –  
KERALA, PIN – 673616, 
HAVE CHANGED MY 
NAME FROM ARATHI 
RAJ PT (OLD NAME)  TO  
ARATHI RAJ P T (NEW 
NAME)  VIDE AFFIDAVIT 
DT 21 SEP 2026, 
SWORN BEFORE 
NOTARY PUBLIC SAT 
PAL, PATHANKOT. 
PLEASE CORRECT IT. 

I, VINEETHA 
MOTHER OF 
BHAVANTH V V 
RESIDENT OF 176, 
BEHIND JNANA VIKASA 
SCHOOL, CHOUDLU, 
PO – SOMWARPET, 
DIST : KODAGU, 
KARNATAKA - 571236, 
HAVE CHANGED MY 
NAME AND DATE OF 
BIRTH FROM 
VINEETHA & DOB 
01/07/1962 (OLD NAME 
& DOB) TO VINEETHA K 
K & DOB 30/07/1961 
(NEW NAME & DOB) 
VIDE AFFIDAVIT DT 21 
SEP 2026, SWORN 
BEFORE NOTARY 
PUBLIC SAT PAL, 
PATHANKOT.  PLEASE 
CORRECT IT. 

I, JANAVVA 
MOTHER OF YALLAPPA 
HOSAMANI, RESIDENT 
OF VTC : NINGAPUR, 
PO : NINGAPUR, SUB 
DIST  : MUDHOL, DIST : 
BAGALKOT, STATE : 
KARNATAKA, PIN : 
587313, HAVE 
CHANGED MY NAME 
AND DATE OF BIRTH 
FROM JANAVVA & DOB 
15/02/1973 (OLD NAME 
& DOB) TO JANAVVA 
HOSAMANI & DOB 
01/01/1969 (NEW NAME 
& DOB) VIDE AFFIDAVIT 
DT 21 SEP 2026, 
SWORN BEFORE 
NOTARY PUBLIC, SAT 
PAL, PATHANKOT. 
PLEASE CORRECT IT.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday condoled the
death of Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the
brother of the Dubai ruler, and said his efforts to serve
society will be cherished by generations to come.

Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid Al Maktoum was the
younger brother of Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE
and ruler of Dubai. “Deeply saddened by the passing of
His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid Al Maktoum. His
efforts to serve society will be cherished by generations
to come. “I convey heartfelt condolences to the Royal
Family and the people of Dubai. May his soul rest in
eternal peace,” Modi said in a social media post. (PNS)

States Focus

PM MODI CONDOLES DEATH OF
DUBAI RULER’S BROTHER

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini on Monday
accused the Aam Aadmi Party Government in Punjab of
not fulfilling the promises it made to the people,
including eradicating the drug problem, which he
claimed increased sharply under the AAP rule.

Saini said the AAP made tall promises to the people of
Punjab before coming to power, including eradicating
the drug menace, employing the youth and procuring
farmers’ produce at MSP, but even after nearly five years,
these promises remained unfulfilled.

He also accused the AAP of betraying the women,
farmers and the poor.

Addressing events at Sito and Jalalabad in Punjab’s
Fazilka district as part of the BJP’s 13-day ‘Nasha Mukt
Punjab Yatra’, Saini claimed it was unfortunate that the
AAP made the promises just to secure votes.

He also claimed that the drug menace in Punjab
increased fourfold, just as the State’s debt did, during
the AAP’s tenure. (PTI)

DRUG MENACE ROSE SHARPLY
IN PUNJAB UNDER AAP: SAINI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bhopal

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
on Monday said the Madhya
Pradesh Government is com-
mitted to creating employ-
ment opportunities for
youth in emerging sectors
such as artificial intelligence,
information technology,
deeptech and advanced
technology, while also pro-
moting industrial growth in
telecom manufacturing.

Speaking to the media
persons at a private estab-
lishment in the Govindpura
Industrial Area, Yadav said
establishing a Telecom
Manufacturing Zone (TMZ) in
Gwalior was a priority for
both the Union Government
and the State Government.

He said investor outreach
programmes had already
been organised in New Delhi
and Mumbai to showcase
investment opportunities
and the advantages of the
proposed zone. A third
investor interaction is sched-
uled to be held in Bengaluru
on Tuesday.

The Chief Minister said
entrepreneurs and investors
from southern India had
earlier shown interest in
other sectors in Madhya
Pradesh and expressed con-
fidence that they would also
respond positively to oppor-
tunities in the proposed
telecom manufacturing
zone.

According to Yadav, the
response received so far for
investment in the TMZ has
been encouraging. He said
the Gwalior-Chambal region
had significant potential for
further industrial expansion
and could emerge as an
important centre for manu-

facturing and employment
generation.

The Chief Minister said
the Government’s industrial
development strategy was
not limited to one region.
Industrial and commercial
activities were being encour-
aged around Indore, Ujjain
and Bhopal, while similar
expansion was being pro-
moted in and around
Jabalpur.

He said the Government
wanted industrial develop-
ment to reach cities of differ-
ent sizes across the state.
Large industries, small indus-
tries, micro, small and
medium enterprises and
cottage industries would all
play a role in generating
employment opportunities
for local residents.

Yadav said technology-
driven industries were being
given special attention
because sectors such as AI,
IT, deeptech and telecom
manufacturing could create
new opportunities for
skilled youth and help
strengthen the State’s indus-
trial ecosystem.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has charged EaseMyTrip
co-founder Nishant Pitti in
the Mahadev online betting
app money laundering case.
He is accused of moving
illegal betting money into
India’s stock market by dis-
guising it as foreign portfolio
investments.

The ED also froze Pitti’s
Demat shares worth `59.60
crore with a provisional order
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act. This
happened when the agency
filed the chargesheet on
September 10 in a special
court in Raipur, Chhattisgarh.
Pitti, who is chairman and
managing director of Easy
Trip Planners Ltd, has been
named in the fifth supple-
mentary chargesheet.

The complaint names 42
people and companies,
including EBIX Group chair-
man Vikas Garg. The ED has

asked the court for permis-
sion to seize the attached
shares, saying they are pro-
ceeds of crime. Investigators
allege that Pitti directly
helped move money from
Skyexchange, an overseas
betting platform tied to the
Mahadev syndicate, into
Indian stocks.

The chargesheet says Pitti
made a deal to manipulate
stock prices on behalf of Easy
Trip Planners promoters,
working with an associate of
operator Hari  Shankar
Tibrewal. The goal was to
raise the company’s share
price and market value.

The ED also said that Pitti
actively helped Tibrewal hide
and move illegal money, and
that he knowingly used those
funds. The Mahadev investi-
gation is one of the biggest
probes into illegal online
betting in India. Agencies
say the syndicate, led by
Sourabh Chandrakar and
Ravi Uppal from abroad, ran
a network of  betting 

panels across the country.
They collected funds

through mule accounts and
sent them abroad via hawala
channels, cryptocurrency,
and complex company struc-
tures. The money was then
brought back to India
through seemingly legal
channels, such as foreign
portfolio investments.
Interpol has issued notices
against the main promoters,
and agencies have frozen or

seized assets worth several
thousand crore rupees while
filing more complaints in the
Raipur court.

The chargesheet also says
that Garg and related compa-
nies got `765.77 crore from
overseas firms controlled by
Tibrewal. The agency claims
this money was used to take
control of US-based Ebix Inc.
Garg, who has already been
arrested, reportedly admitted
in his statement that he took

the money even though he
knew about Tibrewal’s role in
il legal betting.  The
Directorate had earlier
searched places linked to
Pitti and recorded his state-
ments several times.

Previous investigation doc-
uments reported that Easy
Trip Planners paid companies
known as entry providers.
Investigators also found cash
during searches and digital
records that they say connect
Pitti to SkyExchange activities.
Officials think these transac-
tions were part of a larger
scheme to hide betting
money in listed Indian com-
panies and then use changes
in share prices to make the
money appear legal.

EasyMyTrip has denied any
connection between Pitti and
the betting network, calling
the reports baseless and
saying he was not involved in
illegal betting. The company
also says it follows corporate
governance standards and
is working with investiga-

tors. At the same time,
authorities are still looking
into how money from off-
shore betting platforms may
have moved through Indian
capital markets, possibly
using pre-arranged trades,
shell companies, and foreign
investment structures.

Investigators say the case
shows listed companies were
used as the final step in a
money-laundering process
that began with illegal
betting and ended with
owning shares and raising
market value.

The ED may initiate legal
action against other people
and companies as it search-
es for remaining assets and
examines more market deals
connected to the group. The
charges against Pitti show
that the case has grown from
focusing on betting operators
and panel managers to now
including listed-company
promoters accused of helping
turn illegal money into stock-
market holdings.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE  
n New Delhi 

The family of Arpit Jaj, a
student from Dewas who
lost his life in a building acci-
dent in Delhi, met Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi during
the ‘Students Ki Goonj’ pro-
gramme in Indore and shared
the pain they have endured
since the tragedy.

Arpit’s  grandfather,
Makhanlal Jaj, his father,
Bhupendra Jaj, and his sister,
Priyanshi Jaj, met Rahul
Gandhi on the stage of the
event. The family spoke about
the difficulties they faced fol-
lowing Arpit’s death and
alleged that they had
received neither financial
assistance nor a visit from any
government representative.

Questioning the arrange-
ments for students living in
Delhi, the family said that if
proper and safe accommoda-
tion had been provided, the
tragedy might perhaps have
been avoided.

The family also expressed
gratitude to former minister
Sajjan Singh Verma and

Congress leader Manoj Rajani,
saying that their support gave
them an opportunity to share
their concerns directly with
Rahul Gandhi.

Rahul Gandhi listened to
the family and offered them
support, telling them, “I am
with you.”

According to Arpit’s family,
they rushed from Dewas to
Delhi as soon as they received
news of the accident. They
searched for Arpit for hours,
holding on to the hope that
he might still be found safe.

That hope, however, was
eventually shattered when
Arpit’s body was recovered.

The family recalled that
Arpit had recently returned to
Dewas to celebrate Raksha
Bandhan. He spent time with
his siblings, celebrated the
festival and even made a
reel with them.

Arpit had returned to Delhi
on the morning of the day of
the accident. Just a few hours
later, the tragedy struck,
forever changing the lives of
his family members.

Today, the reel Arpit made
with his brothers and sisters
has become one of the last
memories they have of him—
a cherished reminder of a
young life lost far too soon.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Amid the Opposition’s
demand to declare a
drought in Maharashtra, the
State Government said it
will assess the situation
through a three-stage
process, with Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on
Monday emphasising that
“drought relief” measures
have been initiated.

Highlighting the differ-
ence between formally
declaring a drought and
implementing relief mea-
sures, Fadnavis said under
the NDRF framework, certain
steps should be completed
before a drought can be for-
mally declared and assis-
tance sought from the Union

Government. He said the
Government would not wait
for Central assistance to
help farmers facing distress
due to inadequate rainfall.

“A formal crop-loss assess-
ment would be carried out
after October 5 as required
under the rules, following
which the State would seek
assistance from the Centre,”

he told reporters. Relief and
Rehabilitation Minister
Makarand Jadhav Patil said
the procedure for declaring
drought was revised by the
state Revenue and Forest
Departments through a gov-
ernment resolution issued
on October 7, 2017, and has
been in force since the 2017
kharif season.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Thiruvananthapuram

Keralam Chief Minister VD
Satheesan on Monday said
the State would implement
the Centre’s new labour
codes without compromis-
ing workers’ rights, drawing
a sharp response from
Leader of the Opposition
Pinarayi  Vi jayan,  who
accused the government of
announcing the move to
appease vested interests and
said the codes were against
workers’ interests.

Addressing a leadership
meeting of the Congress-affil-
iated Indian National Trade
Union Congress (INTUC) here,
Satheesan said Labour Code
could not be left unimple-
mented in the state, as these

were laws passed by
Parliament.

His remarks come at a
time when the Congress
national leadership is oppos-
ing the Labour Codes.

In November last year, the
BJP-led NDA Government in
the Centre announced the
implementation of the four
Labour Codes, consolidating

29 existing labour laws, with
immediate effect.

The move was criticised by
the Congress as well as Left
parties, which described the
new codes as being against
the interests of workers.

Satheesan said the Labour
Codes could not be left unim-
plemented as they were laws
passed by Parliament, but

their implementation should
not harm workers.

“If the Labour Code is not
implemented, a situation will
arise where there are neither
the existing labour laws nor
the new Labour Code. So, it
must be implemented in a
manner that does not
adversely affect Kerala’s
labour sector or workers’
rights,” he said.

“It cannot be left unimple-
mented-it is a law passed by
Parliament. Otherwise, there
will be no labour laws at all
right now, because this
Labour Code was brought in
by replacing the previous
labour laws,” he explained.

Satheesan said  the
Government would take
into consideration the sug-
gestions made by INTUC

while implementing the
Labour Code.

“Therefore, while doing so,
it must be implemented
without harming the labour
sector. To implement it, the
Government will seriously
consider the valuable sugges-
tions provided by the INTUC,”
he said. He also said that if the
Labour Code was not imple-
mented, workers could be left
without legal protection.

Meanwhile, the Leader of
Opposition in Keralam
Assembly Pinarayi Vijayan said
that Satheesan’s sudden
announcement that the
Labour Codes would be imple-
mented in the State is aimed
at pleasing certain interests
and alleged that the move
was against the interests of
workers.

RAJESH KUMAR 
n New Delhi

The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) on
Monday released compre-
hensive guidelines for plan-
ning and designing four-
and six-lane access-con-
trolled National Highways,
which include one-metre-
high walls to keep stray
cattle off the road, warnings
before exits and highway
widths based on traffic.

According to the guide-
lines, High-speed corridors
will have a one-metre-high
boundary wall along their
outer edge. The walls are
meant to keep stray cattle
from entering the highway
and also restrict encroach-
ments and unauthorised
access. The guidelines are
meant to bring uniformity to
the way upcoming high-
speed National Highways
are planned and designed.

Access-controlled high-
ways allow vehicles to enter
or leave only at designated
points instead of having
direct access from adjoining

roads or properties.
Drivers will get warnings

before upcoming entry and
exit points. The warning is
meant to give motorists
more time to prepare before
entering or leaving a high-
speed corridor. The provi-
sion is among the addition-
al safety measures pre-
scribed for roads carrying
high-speed traffic.

The width and number of
lanes will depend on how
much traffic a highway is
expected to carry. Corridors
handling up to 15,000 vehi-
cles will have four lanes and
four-lane structures, with a
width of 60 metres.

For  traf f ic  between
15,000 and 25,000 vehicles,
the highway will have four
lanes and six-lane struc-

tures, with a width of 70
metres. Highways handling
between 25 ,000 and
40,000 vehicles will have
six lanes and six-lane struc-
tures, also within a width of
70 metres. The configura-
tion will be decided on the
basis of a detailed traffic
assessment.

The Road Transport
Ministry said there were no
separate design standards
for such high-speed National
Highways, leading to varia-
tions in DPRs (Detailed
Project Reports), until now.
The rules will apply to
upcoming greenfield and
brownfield projects.
Expressways are not covered
by these guidelines.

Ramp-based interchanges
will be provided where
high-speed highways cross
Expressways,  National
Highways, State Highways
and important arterial roads
carrying substantial traffic.
These will provide desig-
nated entry and exit points
while allowing traffic on
the main high-speed corri-
dor to keep moving. 

ED charges EaseMyTrip co-founder in betting scam

Delhi building collapse: Student’s kin meet Rahul NHAI releases guidelines for highways

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Chennai

A political row erupted in Tamil Nadu
on Monday over a POCSO case against
granite baron R Veeramani who
allegedly sexually abused several
minor girls,  with 
ministers accusing the previous DMK
“ of a “cover-up” and interference in
the functioning of the police depart-
ment.

The main Opposition DMK warned
of legal action if the allegation was
not substantiated by evidence and
Public Works Minister Aadhav Arjuna
asserted that Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay had ordered tough action on
crimes against women and children.
Launching a scathing attack on the
previous DMK “, Law Minister R Nirmal
Kumar demanded answers from the
DMK for “not acting against
Veeramani” during its regime, espe-
cially when a complaint had been
lodged.

Addressing an event, Kumar ques-
tioned why the investigation was
halted despite the existence of video
evidence showing the sexual assault
by Veeramani. 

On October 6, 2025, a child rights
activist submitted a pen drive to the
Chennai Police’s Central Crime
Branch’s Anti-Vice Squad which con-
tained footage of the alleged assault.
Noting that DMK chief MK Stalin held
the Home portfolio at that time, the

minister asked, “who ordered the
probe to be dropped,” alleging that
the DMK hushed up such a big crime
and let the prominent industrialist go
scot-free. Minister Aadhav Arjuna,
speaking to reporters, asserted that
the chief minister had ordered swift
action on crimes against women
and children and said, “there will be
no answers from the DMK to the ques-
tions raised by the law minister.” 

He accused the previous DMK “ of
operating a “compromised police
force that applied different laws” to
protect favoured industrialists, party
members, and the then “ruling
family.”

“Generally, there was one law for
the DMK district secretaries. There
was one law for industrialists known
to the DMK. There was one law for
DMK party cadres. And there was one
law for DMK family members.
Because the Tamil Nadu police force
was run by the DMK family, not the
DGP. 

That is why they did not even
appoint a regular DGP,” Arjuna
alleged. Minister for Information,
Rajmohan, referring to the case
against Veeramani, described the
alleged abuse of minor girls as hor-
rendous. He further alleged that the
abuse was “covered up” during the
DMK regime and asked whether the
Left parties, which criticise the TVK “
over several issues, condemned the
“cover-up” or not.

He, however, said that criticising the
“ was well within the rights of the Left
parties, who support the “from
outside. CPI (M) State Secretary P
Shanmugam, in his reaction, under-
lined that it was the Marxist party and
its affiliates who had put up a tough
fight all along to secure justice for
women and children and demanded
a detailed investigation into the case
against the industrialist. He said com-
plaints against Veeramani had sur-
faced multiple times over the decades.
Complaints had been made as far back
as 2013 when AIADMK supremo, late J
Jayalalithaa, was the chief minister. 

A complaint was lodged during the
DMK regime when M K Stalin was the
chief minister, he said, adding such
complaints had been repeatedly
buried, allowing a “serial offender” to
evade the law for years.

Speaking to reporters, DMK law
wing secretary N R Elango firmly
refuted the allegations of the minis-
ters and said that under the DMK “,
police had submitted to the court that
the probe against Veeramani had
been deferred till gathering sufficient
evidence.

“Probe was not dropped during the
DMK regime,” Elango, a senior advo-
cate added. If police officers had been
bribed, and if the “ had evidence
against such officials, action may be
taken against them, he said, adding
that Minister Nirmal Kumar must
substantiate his allegation of “cover-
up” against the DMK with evidence.

“If he cannot substantiate it, he
must tender a public apology, other-
wise, we will initiate appropriate legal
proceedings against him,”  Elango
added. Veeramani, aged over 80,
was arrested alongside two of his
accomplices, Shanthi (60) and her
husband Mahendra Simhan (63) last
month.  The ongoing probe against
the industrialist, who is the chairman
of Gem group, led to the identification
of multiple survivors who were
allegedly sexually assaulted by him
over the past several years.

TN row: Ministers accuse DMK of cover-up in POCSO case MP CM Mohan Yadav pushes
for AI, tech jobs, telecom zone 

Drought relief measures initiated in Maharashtra CM Satheesan backs implementation of Labour Code in Kerala

Granite baron R Veeramani

Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Kolkata

The Mamata Banerjee-led faction
of the TMC on Monday unveiled a
new logo featuring its interim
election symbol — a football player
— and asked its leaders and
elected representatives to publi-
cise it, as the party races to build
a new electoral identity after
losing, for now, its familiar name
and flowers-and-grass symbol.

The logo places the football
player at its centre, surrounded by
the words ‘Mamata All India
Trinamool Congress’ in white
against a blue background. Saffron,
white and green have also been
incorporated into the design. 

The exercise comes days after
the Election Commission froze
the use of the ‘All India Trinamool
Congress’ name and its reserved
flowers-and-grass symbol amid an
escalating internal dispute over
control of the party.

The poll panel subsequently
allotted separate interim identi-
ties to the two groups for the
October 6 bypolls, with the

Mamata faction getting ‘Mamata
All India Trinamool Congress’
and the ‘football player’ symbol,
while the rival faction led by
Arup Roy was al lotted
‘Democratic Trinamool Congress’
and the ‘envelope’ symbol. 

With only a fortnight left for the
Nandigram and Rejinagar bypolls,
the Mamata camp is seeking to
ensure that voters can connect
the new symbol with the politi-
cal identity they have tradition-
al ly  associated with the
Trinamool Congress.

Party sources said all office-
bearers, leaders, workers and
elected representatives have been
asked to use their respective plat-
forms to circulate the logo and
familiarise voters with the 
new symbol.

The leaders from the Mamata
camp began posting the logo on
social media from Monday after-
noon. On September 17, the poll
panel, while hearing the rival
claims over the Trinamool
Congress, ordered that neither
faction would be permitted to use

the party’s existing name and
symbol pending a substantive
determination of the dispute.

The decision came on the last
day of nominations for the bypolls,
prompting the EC to ask the fac-
tions to suggest alternative names
and free symbols so that the elec-
toral process could proceed.

A day later, the Commission
gave the two groups their tempo-
rary identities, effectively turning
the party’s internal battle over

ownership into a contest between
two different names and symbols
on the ballot.

For the Mamata faction, the
choice of name itself carries an
unmistakable political message.
“Mamata” has been inserted into
the party’s interim identity, putting
the leader’s name where the old
organisational label had stood,
while the football-player symbol
gives the faction a new visual
marker to take to the electorate.

The timing leaves little room for
a slow transition. The new identi-
ties will face their first direct elec-
toral test in Rejinagar, where the
two rival Trinamool factions
remain in the fray. Nandigram,
however, has taken a markedly 
different course.

Mamata Banerjee’s nominee
Sanchita Pradhan Dey withdrew
from the contest after meeting
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari,
following which Banerjee extend-
ed support to Congress candi-
date Milan Pradhan. 

Pradhan was subsequently arrest-
ed in connection with cases dating
back to the 2007 Nandigram land
acquisition movement.

The contrasting developments
have given the bypolls an unusual
political texture: Rejinagar will
see the rival Trinamool camps
carry their newly assigned names
and symbols into a direct contest,
while in Nandigram, the Mamata
camp is effectively out of the elec-
toral race and threw its weight
behind a Congress candidate.

The dispute has also acquired a

legal dimension, with Banerjee
challenging the Commission’s
freeze before the Supreme Court.
The apex court on Monday agreed
to urgently list her plea, with the
rival side also set to get an oppor-
tunity to make its submissions.

That legal battle could ultimate-
ly determine what happens to the
original party name and symbol.
But the political campaign cannot
wait for that resolution.

The Mamata camp’s immediate
task is consequently to make the
football player familiar enough for
voters to recognise it on October
6. The challenge is particularly sig-
nificant for a party whose symbol
has been one of the most recog-
nisable visual markers of Bengal
politics for years.

The new logo seeks to compress
that transition into a single image
— Mamata’s name, the words
Trinamool Congress and an unfa-
miliar football player — as the
faction heads into an election in
which its traditional electoral
identity has, at least temporarily,
been put on hold.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Guwahati

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Monday said the 
State will soon emerge as a focal
point in India’s efforts to track
space debris.

After laying the foundation
stone of the ISRO’s Advanced
Radar Research Centre at
Chandrapur near here, Sarma
said the facility will enable the
space agency to track debris and
help protect the country’s critical
space assets.

“This facility will make Assam an
important player in the national
space ecosystem and adds to a list
of industries across various verti-
cals that are setting up their base
in our state — semiconductor,
food manufacturing, healthcare,

hospitality, coach overhauling,
among others,” Sarma said.

He said the State Government
was not just bringing in industries-
but also creating an ecosystem
where our youth have an oppor-
tunity to be part of this transfor-
mation. Sarma said two decades
ago, Assam was a completely dif-
ferent state, characterised by agi-
tations, dharnas, bandhs, and the
activities of militant outfits like
ULFA and NDFB.

During the last 10 years, due
to the untiring efforts of the
Assam’s people, the state has
completely transformed with
many institutions of national
importance, including AIIMS, IIT
and IIM, along with central uni-
versities being set up. 

The State, however, had been
lacking in the area of space

science, with no space-related
organisation having been set up,
he said.

“A Small Space Centre is being
developed with IIT to provide a
platform to students and promote
scientific temperament across
colleges,” Sarma said.

“Assam’s tryst with space has
just begun. With the ASSAMSAT
project progressing steadily, we
are taking a giant leap in this
direction, which will help us map
weather, rainfall, forests and other
factors for better resource plan-
ning,” he said.

‘’In a few years, you will witness
how the space setup in
Chandrapur will get the same
place as ISRO in Bengaluru due to
its immense contribution towards
research and development, which
will go a long way in disseminat-

ing knowledge in space technol-
ogy,’’ the CM said.

‘’We hope that Assam will soon
emerge as a big name in space
research,’’ he said.

He expressed his gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and ISRO for choosing Assam as
the destination for this Advanced
Radar Research Centre, which
will firmly place the state in space
research domain.

Earlier in the day, the chief
minister, in a social media post,
said the setting up of the centre
was a “landmark moment for
Assam” and that it was deeply sat-
isfying that the state is set to
become a home to such cutting-
edge national infrastructure.

“A landmark moment for
Assam. Today, we will lay the foun-
dation stone of the Indian Space

Research Organisation (ISRO)’s
Advanced Radar Research Centre
at Chandrapur, Assam,” Sarma
said in a post on X on Monday.

As part of Project NETRA, this
facility will strengthen India’s
ability to track objects in space
and protect the country’s vital
space assets, he said.

“For a state once considered far
from India’s major centres of
technology, it is deeply satisfying
to see Assam today becoming
home to such cutting-edge nation-
al infrastructure,” he said.

“My deepest gratitude to
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi Ji for considering
Assam for this strategic project,”
Sarma said.

The Assam Government has
allotted around 6.61 acres for 
the project.

Mamata faction unveils new logo with football symbol

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Nagaon

BJP and Congress workers
clashed during campaigning
for the Nagaon Lok Sabha by-
election in Assam on Monday,
police said.

The incident happened
around 4 pm in the Samaguri
assembly segment when a
Congress procession, led by
the party’s State president
Gaurav Gogoi, was on the
way to a public meeting 
at Larirmukh.

Dhubri MP Rakibul Hussain,
former Chhattisgarh CM
Bhupesh Baghel and the
party’s bypoll candidate
Sibamoni Bora were also
present in the procession.

Police said BJP supporters
had gathered at Barama
Bazar to show black flags to
the Congress leaders.

“As around 30 to 40
Congress workers on motor-
cycles passed the area,
slogans like ‘Gaurav Gogoi Go
Back, Congress Go Back,
Rakibul Go Back’ were raised,
leading to tension,” an officer
said. When the Congress
convoy returned through the
same route after the meeting,
suspected BJP supporters
pelted stones at the opposi-
tion party’s vehicles, he said.

“Some Congress workers
were also allegedly beaten up
by BJP supporters, while CRPF
personnel deployed in the
area lathi-charged the attack-
ers to control the situation,”
he added.

Police said Congress
workers then returned to the
spot with sticks, further esca-
lating the situation, with both
sides hurling stones at each
other. The glass of two
Congress vehicles was
broken. Some journalists also
sustained minor injuries in
the stone-pelting, they said.

BJP-Congress
clash during
campaign for
Nagaon bypoll
in Assam 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Mumbai

Security in and around the IIT
campus was beefed up after
protests by students and Congress
workers, officials said. Police on
Monday detained Youth Congress
workers protesting outside the IIT
Bombay gate over the suicide of a
22-year-old student, they said.

Sahil Ravindra Wakode, a
second-year BTech student in the
Department of Energy Science and
Engineering, was found hanging
from the ceiling fan in his hotel
room on the IIT Bombay’s Powai
campus on Friday evening, hours
after he was allegedly caught
using a mobile phone during a
mid-semester examination,
according to officials. 

The protesters claimed that
Wakode faced severe pressure and
threats of academic suspension.

Some students also raised con-
cerns over academic stress and
institutional practices. Several local
residents and alumni attempted to
visit the campus. However, as a pre-
cautionary measure, entry was
strictly restricted. Only current stu-
dents and authorised staff can
enter, an official said.

Members of political and social
organisations gathered outside the
main gate of IIT Bombay to protest
against the administration.

“A few protesters from outside
organisations gathered at the main
gate. They were promptly removed
from the spot and taken into pre-

ventive custody,” a police official
said. A student on condition of
anonymity said he stayed in the
room next to Wakode’s and they
used to hang out regularly. 

“Students face immense academ-
ic pressure here, which the manage-
ment needs to address. However, I
personally never witnessed
casteism on campus. 

On the day of the incident, a pro-
fessor reportedly took Sahil out of
the classroom after he was alleged-
ly caught cheating. Something
serious must have triggered him to
take such an extreme step,” the
student said. Student groups and
alumni alleged systemic issues
within the administration. Pranav
Jeevan, an alumnus, criticised the
institute’s handling of student affairs

and mental health. “The administra-
tion frequently punishes students
with arbitrary threats of hostel
eviction, suspension, and heavy
financial penalties, even fining stu-
dents up to `1.5 lakh for organising
a play. 

Despite past tragedies, the campus
lacks effective caste sensitisation,
adequate mental health support, and
an empowered SC/ST Cell to address
discrimination,” he alleged. 

Jeevan further claimed that offi-
cial statements released prior to a
detailed investigation aimed to
protect faculty members, adding
that non-compliance with faculty
reservation norms remains an unad-
dressed root issue. Security has
been stepped up around the insti-
tute in view of the protests.

MMuummbbaaii::  Faculty members of the

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-

Bombay) on Monday held a march

in the institute’s campus in

Mumbai to support

Suryanarayana Doolla, who was

removed as Dean of

Administrative Affairs amid

protests by students over the

suicide of a 22-year-old student.

Police have booked Doolla

under the Scheduled Castes and

Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of

Atrocities) Act, and on abetment

to suicide charge.

The Faculty Forum said he

followed “Senate-approved exam

procedure when he reported

second year B Tech student Sahil

Wakode for alleged phone use on

September 18.

Sahil, a second-year B Tech

student in the Department of

Energy Science and Engineering,

was found hanging from the

ceiling fan in his hotel room on

the IIT Bombay’s Powai campus

on Friday evening, hours after he

was allegedly caught using a

mobile phone during a mid-

semester examination, according

to officials. His family alleged that

Sahil, a native of Maharashtra’s

Yavatmal district, was subjected

to institutional harassment and

caste-based discrimination before

he took the extreme step, which

triggered a protest by students on

the campus. (PNS)

FACULTY HOLD MARCH IN
DOOLLA’S SUPPORT

Campus security beefed up after IIT student protests

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Monday said it under-
took searches in a case of
alleged misuse of foreign
donations received from a
non-FCRA registered Belgian
entity for undertaking prose-
lytisation activities among
the locals in Rajasthan’s
Jaisalmer along the India-
Pakistan international border.

The action covered two
premises under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA), the agency said in a
statement.

It said the ED acted on the
basis of specific intelligence
indicating that Jaisalmer res-
ident Deu Ram was “illegally”
receiving funds from
Belgium-based entities “for
proselytisation and conver-
sion activities” among vulner-
able sections of society in
Jaisalmer. The agency added
that Ram and his associate
Gyan Chand received funds
worth `5.10 crore without
registration under the
Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA), mainly
by showing the purpose as
educational services, cultur-
al and recreational activities,

and inward remittances from
non-resident Indians towards
family maintenance 
and savings.

“Most of these funds were
received from Amar ASBL,
which claims to be a non-
profit organisation based in
Brussels, Belgium,” it said.

Amar ASBL was set up in
Brussels in 2011 and is
managed by two Belgian
nationals — Jose Goffinet and
his son Salian Goffinet.

The ED said the duo visits
Jaisalmer every year for 2-3
weeks and meets the parents
and relatives of local children,
organises meetings and reli-
gious gatherings “to promote
their cultural and religious
beliefs and practices”.

ED raids Jaisalmer sites
over Belgian entity fund

BJP hits out at Rahul Gandhi over mimicry act, Raut defends him
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Raipur/Panji/Mumbai

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai on Monday
slammed Rahul Gandhi over
a mimicry act at his
‘Chhatron ki Goonj’ event in
Indore, saying the Leader of
Opposition is “being exposed
before the entire country”
through his conduct.

Talking to reporters at
Swami Vivekanand Airport ,
Sai stated that accommo-
dating such acts did not befit
a leader of Gandhi’s stature.

A controversy erupted
after stand-up comedian
Pulkit Mani mimicked PM
Modi while performing a skit
with Gandhi during his
‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ youth
outreach programme in
Madhya Pradesh’s Indore city
on Saturday. The Congress,
which shared the video on
social media, has defended
it as satire/mimicry.

Several BJP leaders have
criticised Mani’s skit, alleging

that it hurt sentiments asso-
ciated with respect for
mothers and motherhood.

“Rahul Gandhi is the
Leader of Opposition, and
such conduct does not befit
a leader of such stature. He
is being exposed before the
entire country through his
conduct and behaviour. This
is certainly not appropriate
for him,” Sai said.

Earlier in the day, the chief
minister shared a video on
social media highlighting

the importance of a mother
and her place in Indian
culture. The video featured a
well-known poem about a
mother by late poet Om
Vyas, highlighting a mother’s
sacrifice, affection and nur-
turing role in a child’s life, the
BJP said in a statement.

Without naming any polit-
ical leader, Sai, in his post,
emphasised respect for
mothers and dignity towards
them, it said. Meanwhile,
senior Congress leader

Bhupesh Baghel hit back at
the BJP’s criticism, saying
everyone’s mother deserves
respect. Talking to reporters
on Sunday, the chief minister
questioned why similar con-
cerns were not raised when
remarks were allegedly
made against the mothers of
Rahul Gandhi and other 
political leaders.

He further alleged that
the BJP and RSS had also
started making remarks con-
cerning mothers, and there-
fore, they have no right to
speak on the issue.  Union
minister Arjun Ram Meghwal
on Monday criticised Rahul
Gandhi over a mimicry act at
the Congress MP’s recent
event in Indore, alleging that
remarks linked to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
late mother amounted to
an insult to Indian culture.

Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant also hit out at Gandhi
over the issue, saying politi-
cal opposition should not
descend into personal

attacks on parents or elders.
A controversy erupted

after stand-up comedian
Pulkit Mani mimicked PM
Modi while performing a skit
with Gandhi during his
‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ youth
outreach programme in
Madhya Pradesh’s Indore city
on Saturday. The Congress,
which shared the video on
social media, has defended
it as satire/mimicry.

Speaking to reporters in
South Goa, Meghwal said
Indian culture teaches
people to respect their
mothers and elders.

“What does Indian culture
teach us? To respect
mothers. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s mother is
no longer in this world. Rahul
Gandhi, through ‘Chhatron Ki
Goonj’,  insulted Indian
culture by speaking lies,”
the BJP leader said.

Goa CM Sawant, in a post
on X, dubbed the act as
“shameful and deeply dis-
turbing”. Rahul Gandhi and

the Congress party have
crossed all limits of political
decency, he charged. 

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut on Monday came
out in support of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi over a
stand-up comedy act mimic-
king Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at an event in Indore,
stating that the Leader of
Opposition’s “arrow has
pierced the BJP’s heart”.

Speaking to reporters, the
Rajya Sabha MP said the
ruling party leaders were
rattled because Gandhi
attacked the prime minister.

A row has erupted after
stand-up comedian Pulkit
Mani mimicked PM Modi
while performing a skit with
Gandhi during his ‘Chhatron
Ki Goonj’ youth outreach
programme in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore city 
on Saturday.

The Congress,  which
shared the video on social
media, has defended the act
as satire/mimicry.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma with Chairman of the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) V Narayanan and others during the foundation stone
laying ceremony of ISRO Telemetry Tracking and Command Network (ISTRAC)
Advanced Radar Research Facility at Chandrapur in Kamrup District PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The defence ministry on
Monday signed a `586- crore
contract with a group to
procure auxiliary power units
(APUs) for T-72 and T-90 tanks
to bolster the operational
readiness and reliability of the
Indian Army’s mechanised
formations, officials said.  The
contract was signed with
Accurate Industrial Controls
Private Limited in the pres-
ence of Defence Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh in Delhi.  

The APU is an alternate
source for the generation of
electric power for the fire
control system, firing circuit,
gun stabilisation system and
other ancillaries of the tank,
the ministry said.

“The induction of indige-
nously developed APUs will
further strengthen the oper-
ational readiness, reliability
and sustainability of the

Indian Army’s mechanised
formations,” it said in a state-
ment.  The procurement, it
said, is a “significant step”
towards indigenisation of
critical  sub-systems of
armoured platforms 
and demonstrates industry-
led research and develop-
ment (‘Make-II’).

Officials said the deal also
shows the effectiveness of the
mechanism in translating
indigenous innovation into
production and induction.

Defence Ministry signs `586
crore deal for T-72, T-90 tanks

Assam CM Himanta lays foundation stone for ISRO’s advanced radar research centre

Demonstrators stage a candlelight protest to pay tribute to the suicide victims of IIT Bombay
in Mumbai PTI

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai

Gaurav Gogoi



There is a strange phenomenon inside organisations:
everyone knows there is a problem, but nobody wants
to talk about it.

Senior leaders know it. Employees know it. HR knows
it. Sometimes, even the owners know it. Yet the issue
remains untouched because confronting it may be
uncomfortable, inconvenient or risky.

That is the “elephant in the room” - something too large
to ignore, yet too uncomfortable to confront. And
sometimes, organisations do not fail because they could
not see the problem. They fail because they saw it and
did not act in time.

Kodak is a powerful example. The company, estab-
lished in 1880-81, became synonymous with photogra-
phy. Kodak was not unaware of digital photography. Its

engineer, Steven Sasson, developed one of the world’s
first digital cameras. The problem was not that Kodak
could not see the future. The problem was that it strug-
gled to move away from the film business that had made
it successful. The very success that built the organisation
became an obstacle to change. By 2012, Kodak had filed
for bankruptcy.

Nokia tells a similar story. Once the global leader in
mobile phones, it struggled to respond quickly enough
as smartphones transformed the industry. Internal
decision-making challenges and its ageing operating
system made the transition increasingly difficult.
Eventually, its handset business was sold to Microsoft.

The lesson from both companies is uncomfortable: yes-
terday’s success can become tomorrow’s blind spot.

Longevity is not a guarantee of future success. An
organisation can survive for decades - or even more than
a century - and still become vulnerable or fail to grow
if leadership fails to recognise when change is necessary.

The same problem exists within organisations at every
level. A weak leader is tolerated because, “He has been
with us for many years.” A poor performer is protected
because, “He handles sensitive transactions for the
owners.”

A toxic manager is ignored because, “He is close to the
owners.” A declining business is defended because, “It
has worked brilliantly in the past.” And sometimes, the
performers who raise uncomfortable questions are tar-

geted politically and become the problem - because it
is easier to silence the messenger than confront the
message. Every time an organisation chooses silence, the
elephant gets bigger.

A changing business model challenged early can be
transformed. Challenged only after revenues collapse,
transformation becomes survival. This is where leader-
ship — and ownership - matters.

The responsibility of an owner is not simply to main-
tain harmony. It is to create an environment where
uncomfortable truths can be spoken without fear.

Owners must ask the questions nobody wants to
answer. HR must have the courage to tell the CEO when
the culture is deteriorating. Leaders must learn to accept
criticism without immediately labelling the person giving
it as “negative”, “difficult”, “not aligned with the
company’s goals or the leadership team”, or “not a team
player”.

And employees must feel safe enough to say:
“Something is not working.” That sentence, spoken at
the right time, can save an organisation.

Because organisations rarely collapse overnight.
Leadership is not about avoiding difficult conversa-

tions. Leadership is about having the courage to have
the right difficult conversation before it becomes a crisis.
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lasted more than eight hours. It remains one
of the best-known examples of endurance in
UN diplomacy.

Krishna Menon’s performance belongs to
another era and another diplomatic context.
It should not be mechanically described as
a General Assembly filibuster. Its signifi-
cance today lies in the question it raises: how
much time should international diplomacy
spend on speaking when the world is waiting
for solutions?

That question is especially relevant when
the United Nations discusses war. A ceasefire
cannot be achieved by a speech alone. A
refugee cannot return home because of a res-
olution alone. A destroyed city cannot be
rebuilt by a statement from the podium. Food
cannot reach a starving population through
rhetoric. Peace requires negotiation, moni-
toring, humanitarian assistance, reconstruc-
tion and political courage.

The General Assembly has rules for man-
aging debate and speaking time. Countries
are expected to respect agreed limits during
the General Debate, and the President has
powers to maintain order and manage pro-
ceedings. These procedures are not designed
to silence countries. They are designed to give
every country a fair opportunity to speak.

A good speech should open the door to
negotiation. A good diplomatic intervention
should identify a problem and suggest a way
forward. A good resolution should lead
towards implementation. If the same accu-
sations are repeated year after year without
producing movement, the UN risks becom-
ing a place where international problems are
described more efficiently than they are
solved. The world has no shortage of words.
It has an abundance of declarations, resolu-
tions, statements and appeals. What is often
missing is implementation. The credibility of

the United Nations will increasingly depend
on its ability to convert diplomatic language
into practical outcomes.

This does not mean that countries should
surrender their right to speak. Smaller
nations, in particular, depend on the UN plat-
form to make their concerns visible. Countries
involved in conflicts need an international
forum where their positions can be placed on
record. Silence cannot produce peace.
Suppressing disagreement cannot produce
peace either.

The answer is disciplined diplomacy: speak
clearly, listen seriously, negotiate patiently,
decide when necessary and implement what
has been decided.

On the International Day of Peace, this
should be the spirit of the UN’s 81st session.
The world does not need another competi-
tion over who can speak the longest. It needs
countries willing to spend less diplomatic
energy on repeating positions and more
energy on finding areas of agreement.

The UN General Assembly remains indis-
pensable because it brings almost the entire
international community into one room. That
opportunity should not be wasted. Every
speech should be treated as the beginning of
a conversation, not the end of one. The great
challenge before the UN is not finding more
words for peace. The world already has
enough words. The challenge is turning
those words into ceasefires, negotiations,
humanitarian corridors, reconstruction, rec-
onciliation and lasting peace.

From filibustering to action - that should
be the message of the International Day of
Peace 2026. Let nations speak, let them dis-
agree, let diplomacy remain open. But after
the speeches, let action begin. The world is
not waiting for another long speech. It is
waiting for peace.

Editor’s

When world leaders take the podium in New York on Tuesday
for the 81st General Debate, the theme, “Restoring trust,
managing transformation: a United Nations that delivers for
all”, will read less like an aspiration than an admission. General
Assembly President Khalilur Rahman of Bangladesh said as
much when he gavelled the session open on September 8:
trust is in deficit. The evidence is everywhere. The Gulf has
swung between truce and strikes since the US-Israeli attacks on
Iran in February, with the Strait of Hormuz, and the world
economy, held hostage. Ukraine remains unresolved, and
Gaza’s peace plan awaits full implementation. Secretary-
General António Guterres says de-escalation in the Middle East
must be “priority one, priority two and priority three”. The
Security Council, constrained by the vetoes of its five
permanent members, has too often been a spectator.

The house is also short of money. In January, Guterres
warned of “imminent financial collapse” as arrears hit a record
$1.57 billion. The 2026 budget was cut by about 7 per cent to
$3.45 billion. Washington, which funds 22 per cent of the
regular budget, paid $827 million this month, yet still owes
roughly $4.2 billion. An organisation counting the days to
payroll cannot credibly preach delivery.

Has the UN lived up to its promise? Partly. It has helped the
world avoid a third world war, eradicated smallpox, phased out
ozone-eating chemicals through the Montreal Protocol, and fed
and sheltered millions through the WFP and UNHCR. But
Rwanda and Srebrenica remain stains it has never washed out,
and today’s paralysis feeds the perception that international
law binds only the weak. Reform is therefore overdue, and it
must go beyond cost-cutting. The UN80 initiative, launched in
2025, has trimmed budgets and posts. That was necessary, but
efficiency is not legitimacy. The real reform is political. A
Council whose permanent membership froze in 1945, and
which was enlarged only once, in 1965, and only by non-
permanent seats, cannot claim to speak for 193 states. Africa
has no permanent seat. India, the most populous nation and a
leading troop contributor to peacekeeping, has none either.

Negotiations have run since 2009 without an agreed text.
India’s ambassador, Parvathaneni Harish, was right in June to
demand text-based talks. The way forward has four planks. First,
a negotiating text with a deadline, so Council reform stops being
a talking shop. Second, voluntary veto restraint in mass-atrocity
cases, as the French-Mexican initiative proposes; the P5 will not
surrender the veto, but they can be pressed to use it less.

Third, financial reform: end the antiquated return of unspent
credits and make dues payable on time. Fourth, a credible
succession. Three straw polls among eight candidates have
produced no clear frontrunner.

The P5 must not trade the job for convenience, and a first
woman Secretary-General would signal renewal. The UN was
built in 1945 around the victors of a war. It will endure only if
it is rebuilt for the many. Speeches alone will not restore trust.
Reforms will.

Created to uphold peace, the United Nations is
constrained by an outdated power structure. It

must reform before losing relevance

UN: Trust is running out,
reforms cannot wait

Odisha’s ‘living ghosts’ expose system gaps
The Odisha Building and Other Construction Workers
Welfare Board appears to have stumbled upon an
unusual problem: workers officially declared dead have
seemingly returned to life. Recent audit findings report-
edly show that nearly 2,500 construction workers were
listed as deceased, while their families received more than
?15 crore in death benefits. Yet, some of these workers later
appeared in the system to authenticate their identities
through fingerprints and claim their monthly subsidised
rations. This is more than a bureaucratic oversight; it
exposes serious gaps in the administration of welfare
schemes and the coordination of government databas-
es. A person can apparently be certified dead, have ben-
efits paid to their nominees, and later authenticate their
identity as a living beneficiary.

If Aadhaar is meant to reduce fraud, such discrepan-
cies raise questions about how welfare databases are
maintained and cross-checked.

The Odisha authorities must investigate the matter thor-
oughly, establish how these discrepancies occurred, iden-
tify those responsible and recover any funds that were
wrongfully disbursed. Public money meant for vulnera-
ble workers must be protected through stronger verifi-
cation and accountability mechanisms.

RANGANATHAN SIVAKUMAR | CHENNAI

DUSU result offers fresh perspective
Apropos, “ABVP retains DUSU dominance”, The Pioneer,
September 20. The ABVP’s victory in the Delhi University
Students’ Union (DUSU) elections comes amid a wider
debate over youth sentiment and recent protests. The
ABVP won three of the four central-panel posts, while
independent candidate Deepanshu Shokeen won the
vice-president’s post.

The result, however, should not be read as evidence that
Gen Z is uniformly aligned with any political party. Young
voters have raised concerns over unemployment, exam-
ination-related problems, alleged paper leaks, delays and
inadequate infrastructure in educational institutions. These
issues have also featured prominently in student cam-
paigns and protests. At the same time, the DUSU results
demonstrate that students can distinguish between 
raising concerns and choosing representatives in a uni-
versity election. 

For political parties, the result offers an opportunity to
examine how young voters respond to issues, campaigns
and candidates. Student elections remain an important
indicator of campus concerns, but their results should be
understood within the specific context of Delhi University
rather than treated as a definitive measure of the views
of an entire generation.

N SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU 

TAKE

A GOOD SPEECH
SHOULD OPEN THE

DOOR TO
NEGOTIATION. A

GOOD DIPLOMATIC
INTERVENTION

SHOULD IDENTIFY A
PROBLEM AND

SUGGEST A WAY
FORWARD. A GOOD

RESOLUTION
SHOULD LEAD

TOWARDS
IMPLEMENTATION.

IF THE SAME
ACCUSATIONS ARE

REPEATED YEAR
AFTER YEAR

WITHOUT
PRODUCING

MOVEMENT, THE UN
RISKS BECOMING A

PLACE WHERE
INTERNATIONAL
PROBLEMS ARE

DESCRIBED MORE
EFFICIENTLY THAN
THEY ARE SOLVED

People take part in a religious procession on the 578th birth anniversary of
Vaishnav saint Srimanta Sankardeva, at Tezpur in Sonitpur PHOTO: PTI
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Tata sons uphold its governance framework
India is witnessing an escalating corporate governance
crisis at the heart of one of its most respected conglom-
erates. The fundamental dispute centres on the interpre-
tation of Tata Sons’ Articles of Association, under which
Tata Trusts, holding a controlling 66 per cent stake, main-
tains that any key resolution requires the explicit affirma-
tive vote of both its nominee directors.

Bypassing this requirement through a board majority
or a chairman’s casting vote would undermine the gov-
ernance framework that Tata Sons itself previously
defended before the Supreme Court. Corporate gover-
nance cannot be reduced to convenience; rules must be
applied consistently, regardless of who holds office.

Taking this leadership dispute to tribunals such as the
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) or the High Court
risks causing severe reputational damage and prolong-
ing uncertainty. Both factions on the board must respect
established governance norms and shareholder rights and
work towards resolving the impasse constructively.

At stake is not merely a leadership disagreement but
the credibility of the governance principles that under-
pin one of India’s most recognised business institutions.
Preserving these principles is essential to maintaining
shareholder confidence and public trust in the Tata brand.

VANDANA | CHANDIGARH

LUCKY 
KULKARNI

September 21 is the International Day of Peace.
This year, the message deserves to be heard
inside the United Nations itself: the world needs
action, not endless speeches. As the 81st
session of the UN General Assembly begins in
New York, leaders and diplomats will once again
take turns at the world’s most famous interna-
tional podium. They will speak about war and
peace, security and development, terrorism and
climate change, poverty and human rights. The
speeches will be important. The question is
what happens after the microphones are
switched off.

The United Nations was born from the terri-
ble experience of two world wars. Its founding
vision was clear: disputes between nations
should be addressed through dialogue rather
than destruction. Speaking is therefore not a
problem at the UN. Dialogue is essential to
diplomacy. The problem begins when dialogue
turns into repetition, delay and obstruction.
When words prevent action, diplomacy loses
its purpose.

This is where the idea of filibustering becomes
relevant. The word “filibuster” is most closely
associated with the United States Senate. It
developed from the Senate’s tradition of allow-
ing senators considerable freedom to speak. The
word itself has a colourful history, linked to
terms meaning freebooter or pirate. In politi-
cal practice, it came to describe efforts to delay
or prevent legislative action through pro-
longed debate.

The classic picture of a filibuster is a senator
continuing to speak while legislation waits. The
objective can be to delay a vote, force negoti-
ations or prevent a proposal from moving
forward. American political history has pro-
duced several famous examples of marathon
speeches. The modern Senate has developed
procedures, including cloture, to bring extend-
ed debate towards a conclusion.

The United Nations is not the US Senate, and
the General Assembly does not have an iden-
tical filibuster system. Still, the underlying
problem can appear in international diploma-
cy: when the time spent speaking becomes
greater than the progress made towards
solving the problem.

The UN itself has witnessed extraordinary
examples of lengthy diplomatic interventions.
India’s V. K. Krishna Menon became famous for
his marathon intervention on Kashmir before
the Security Council in January 1957. His inter-
vention extended across several meetings and

The denial mode: The elephant in the room

SANTHOSH 
MATHEW

There is a verse from the Rig Veda that offers a prayer
remarkably open for an ancient text: "Aano Bhadrah
Kratavo Yantu Vishwatah", let noble thoughts come to us
from every side. Rather than claiming sole ownership of
wisdom, the sages asked that good and true ideas reach
them from anywhere, regardless of their source.

This is a striking humility, an acknowledgment that no
single tradition, person, or text holds the complete truth,
and that wisdom may arrive from unexpected directions,
a stranger, a rival, a different culture entirely.

We often close ourselves off to ideas that don't 
originate from our usual sources, our own community,
our own beliefs, dismissing insight simply because of
where it comes from.

Today, remain open to one idea or piece of advice 
from an unexpected source, a colleague, a stranger, a 
differing viewpoint, and consider it without prejudging
its origin.

—DAIV

Let Wisdom Come 
From Every Side

As the UN General Assembly opened its 81st session on the International Day of Peace, the world faced a familiar spectacle of
speeches on war, conflict and humanity’s crises. But diplomacy cannot end at the podium. The credibility of the UN will

increasingly depend on what follows the speeches: negotiation, implementation and action



“Hope for the best,
but prepare for the
worst.” So Sikyong
Penpa Tsering
sums up the
Tibetan cause. “We
are prepared to
carry on this move-
ment, even if it will
take several more
decades in the
future,” he says.

After more than six decades in exile, the
movement faces a double test: whether Tibetans
can ever bring Beijing to the table and, increas-
ingly, whether the cause can stay politically rel-
evant while China grows stronger and the gen-
eration shaped by the 14th Dalai Lama approach-
es an uncertain handover.

I recently spoke to Tsering about the Middle
Way Approach, talks with China, life after the Dalai
Lama and the interests of India and others. His
reading is unsentimental. “Every country has their
national interest at heart,” he says. “We don’t
expect any other country, including India or the
United States, to leave aside their national inter-
est for the sake of Tibet.”

Tsering became Sikyong of the Central Tibetan
Administration (CTA) in 2021 and won a second
term in the 2025-26 election. A veteran of the exile
movement’s institutions, he remains convinced
that the Middle Way is the right framework. The
policy seeks genuine autonomy for Tibetans
within China, with room to protect their language,
religion, culture and environment. “We find

nothing wrong in the Middle Way
policy,” he says. “The Middle Way
policy addresses China’s main concerns
of sovereignty.”

The trouble lies elsewhere: no
Chinese government is prepared to
negotiate on it. According to Tsering,
dialogue took place between 2002 and
2010 and then stopped. Since he took
office, back-channel exchanges have
passed messages along but have not
restarted formal talks. “Under these
circumstances, it doesn’t look like
there is much space for dialogue,” he
says. He refuses, however, to treat that
silence as proof of failure.

The wider world has made the task
harder. Tsering says Tibet is caught up
in the “whole reshaping of the global
order”, and the CTA must “watch every single
step that China is taking at every multilateral
forum”. India sits at the most delicate point.
Tsering accepts that New Delhi will not put
Tibetan concerns ahead of its own strategic pri-
orities. The task, as he sees it, is to find where
the two sets of interests meet. “How do we bring
our interests and that nation’s interests togeth-
er?” he asks.

The Tibetan Plateau offers one such meeting
point. Its importance, Tsering argues, extends far
beyond politics, since it feeds the river systems
much of Asia depends on. Rivers rising there flow
towards China, South Asia and Southeast Asia, and
dams affect populations downstream. “When we
talk about the environment of Tibet, we are not

talking only about Tibet,” he says. He concedes
that Himalayan floods have tangled causes,
including global warming. His narrower claim is
that downstream governments have a legitimate
stake in what is decided upstream.

Within Tibet, the fight is bound up with cultur-
al survival. Tsering points to the resettlement of
nomads into permanent communities and the
spread of residential schooling, both of which
worry him chiefly for their effect on language. He
calls the schools “colonial-style boarding schools”
and says Tibetan children are increasingly raised
in surroundings where Chinese dominates.
International bodies have raised similar concerns,
though the policies remain contested. Beijing pre-
sents them as regional ethnic autonomy, devel-

opment, education, cultural protection
and national unity.

Tsering places Tibetan identity in a
longer lineage. “The Tibetan language,
the script came from India. Tibetan
Buddhism also came from India,” he
says, calling Tibetans the keepers of
“one part of ancient Indian wisdom”.
Yet he has no wish to freeze the tradi-
tion in time. “We should be 21st
century Buddhists,” he says, echoing
the Dalai Lama’s call to engage with
modern science.

The exile community is changing
too. Tibetans now live in roughly 27
countries, which makes cohesion
steadily harder. Young Tibetans raised
in the West may have little physical link
to the plateau, but citizenship and the

vote give them new routes into politics.
That shift leads to the hardest question: what

happens after the 14th Dalai Lama? “None of us,
including myself or anybody who comes after me
as Xi Jinping would have the personal charisma
as His Holiness does,” he says. More than a glob-
ally known figure is at stake. The question is
whether institutions built during his lifetime can
hold their legitimacy and unity through the
passage to a 15th Dalai Lama.

The CTA, therefore, must function without
leaning wholly on one person. Communication,
information systems and administrative capac-
ity will matter more as the community spreads
out, and technology, including AI and e-gover-
nance, is part of the answer. But the aim is polit-

ical: keeping Tibetans’ trust. “If we maintain that,
then people’s trust will be naturally there in the
administration,” he says.

Tsering is blunt about China’s political system,
calling it “an autocratic capitalist under the garb
of communism” and tying its strength to surveil-
lance and internal security. These are his char-
acterisations; Beijing rejects the exile leadership’s
account and describes Tibet as an autonomous
region within a unified, multi-ethnic state.

Nor is he relaxed about Beijing’s reach abroad.
His reference to Sri Lanka and Hambantota points
to a wider argument: governments should weigh
the strategic consequences of Chinese engage-
ment rather than judge each deal in isolation.
“Nothing comes for free,” he says, adding that “Sri
Lanka has learned its lesson through the
Hambantota port.”

Throughout, Tsering keeps returning to non-
violence. “As we speak, there are so many
violent conflicts going on in this world,” he says.
“The major strength is the nonviolent nature of
our struggle.” It guarantees no settlement, in his
view, but it has given the movement continuity
without ever dropping its central goal. “As long
as we keep ourselves united, I’m sure we’ll be
carried through difficult times,” he says.

What is plain is that Tibet’s future may hinge
not only on decisions in Beijing but on whether
a scattered people can hold on to their politi-
cal identity, institutional legitimacy and cultur-
al continuity while the world shifts around
them.

Semiconductors may be tiny in size, but they are
among the most important building blocks of the
modern economy. From smartphones and computers
to automobiles, artificial intelligence, telecommunica-
tions, medical equipment and defence systems, chips
power almost every aspect of contemporary life. As the
world enters an increasingly technology-driven era, the
ability to design and manufacture semiconductors has
become closely linked with economic growth, techno-
logical capability and resilient supply chains.

Against this backdrop, SEMICON India 2026 marks an
important milestone in India’s growing semiconductor

journey. The fifth edition of the event is being held from September 17 to 19 at Yashobhoomi
in New Delhi under the theme “Silicon to Systems: Building the Ecosystem”. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurated the event on September 17, bringing together global indus-
try leaders, policymakers, investors, researchers, startups, academia and students.

The scale of SEMICON India 2026 reflects the expanding significance of the sector. The
event is bringing together more than 600 exhibitors, around 300 international com-
panies and delegations from more than 40 countries. The exhibition and conference
cover a wide range of areas, including semiconductor manufacturing and technology,
artificial intelligence, supply chains, advanced materials, product design, startups, inno-
vation, sustainability and talent development.

The theme itself captures the direction of India’s semiconductor ambitions. The objec-
tive is not merely to establish chip manufacturing facilities but to create a complete
ecosystem around them. Semiconductor manufacturing requires a sophisticated network
of design capabilities, fabrication, packaging and testing, equipment, materials,
research, skilled manpower and reliable supply chains. Building these capabilities togeth-
er can enable India to participate more deeply in the global semiconductor value chain.

India has been working systematically towards this objective through the India
Semiconductor Mission and the Semicon India Programme. Under Semicon 1.0, 12 semi-
conductor projects have been approved to create a robust and resilient ecosystem. Three
of these projects have already commenced commercial production. This movement
from policy announcements towards actual
production represents an important stage
in India’s semiconductor development.

The next phase has further strengthened
this effort. The Union Cabinet has
approved Semicon 2.0 to accelerate the
development of a robust and resilient
semiconductor ecosystem. The pro-
gramme builds on the first phase, expand-
ing capabilities in semiconductor design,
advanced packaging, research and devel-
opment, and talent development.

Design and innovation are particularly
important. India has a large pool of engi-
neers and technology professionals, and
strengthening domestic chip-design capa-
bilities can help Indian companies move
higher up the technology value chain. The
government is supporting research, inno-
vation and design by providing advanced
design tools to more than 332 academic institutions and 105 startups. In addition, 24
startups have been approved under the Design Linked Incentive scheme.

Startups and young innovators will be an important part of India’s semiconductor
story. The industry will need not only large manufacturing facilities but also companies
developing specialised chips, technologies and applications. SEMICON India 2026 pro-
vides startups, students and researchers an opportunity to engage with global indus-
try leaders and become part of this emerging ecosystem.

Talent development is equally important. Semiconductor technology requires spe-
cialised skills across engineering, manufacturing, design, testing, packaging, equipment
and research. SEMICON India 2026 includes a dedicated Workforce Development Pavilion,
student programmes and other initiatives aimed at preparing talent for the semicon-
ductor and electronics industries.

India’s semiconductor ambitions also have an important strategic dimension. The
global chip industry is highly interconnected, and disruptions in semiconductor supply
chains can affect a wide range of industries. Building domestic capabilities can help
strengthen supply-chain resilience while enabling India to become a trusted partner
for global companies seeking diversified manufacturing and technology ecosystems.

The presence of major international semiconductor companies at SEMICON India 2026
underlines the growing global engagement with India’s semiconductor opportunity.
Companies and organisations from across the value chain are participating in the event,
creating opportunities for investment, technology collaboration, partnerships and knowl-
edge exchange. At the same time, India’s semiconductor development can contribute
to the broader electronics manufacturing ecosystem. Chips are the foundation of elec-
tronic products, and a stronger domestic semiconductor ecosystem can support indus-
tries ranging from consumer electronics and automobiles to telecommunications, renew-
able energy and emerging technologies. 

The journey is complex, requiring sustained investment, advanced technology, spe-
cialised infrastructure and skilled talent. SEMICON India 2026 goes beyond an exhibi-
tion, providing a platform for government, industry, academia and researchers to col-
laborate across manufacturing, AI, supply chains, innovation and skilling. India’s semi-
conductor journey is closely linked with the larger vision of an Atmanirbhar Bharat - a
country that develops strong domestic capabilities while remaining deeply connect-
ed with the global economy. Self-reliance in this context does not mean isolation. Rather,
it means building sufficient domestic capabilities, intellectual property, manufacturing
strength and skilled human resources to become a meaningful participant in global tech-
nology networks. The journey from silicon to systems will require long-term commit-
ment, innovation and collaboration. But India has an opportunity to build capabilities
that can contribute not only to its own technological and economic development but
also to the resilience of global semiconductor supply chains.SEMICON India 2026 marks
an important step in India’s technology journey. 

Its “Silicon to Systems” vision reflects the ambition to build domestic capabilities
in semiconductor design, manufacturing and
innovation, laying the foundation for future tech-
nological growth.
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Some of these steps deserve a fair hearing: expanded electric-
ity support, crop-loan relief, the closure of certain TASMAC outlets,
new women’s-safety measures and anti-narcotics units, and so
on. But announcements are not outcomes. Several prominent
manifesto commitments have yet to be implemented or have
only been partially allocated, including the proposed increase
in women’s monthly assistance, free LPG cylinders, a graduate
unemployment allowance and statewide free bus travel for
women. The government has cited fiscal constraints, while
announcing elaborate infrastructure developments and expan-
sion agendas that escape logic or necessity.

A manifesto is not a ceremonial booklet, but it is also a public
commitment made in exchange for public trust. If a promise
is delayed, say so. If its cost is unaffordable, publish the calcu-
lation. If it is redesigned, state the new terms. If it cannot be
delivered, the voters must be informed. There is no shame in
revising a policy after confronting fiscal reality. There is shame
in preserving the language of a promise while quietly abandon-
ing its substance.

No subject demands greater seriousness than violence and
narcotics. Families do not need political blame games when
their children are exposed to addiction, intimidation and crim-
inal networks. They need a government that treats public safety
as a measurable duty. The issue of rampant drug use cannot
be fixed overnight, but requires systematic multidisciplinary
legislation, public health interventions, including rehabilita-
tion, law enforcement and transparent policing. In a function-
ing democracy, accountability is not an optional virtue; it is
the foundation of good governance. A government that evades
questions or reflexively blames its predecessors is not demon-
strating leadership; it is confessing that it lacks either the
courage or the competence to own the power it now exercis-
es but once criticised.

The administration has also announced anti-narcotics
teams, prevention efforts and rehabilitation measures. These
are necessary beginnings. But arrest counts and seizure totals
are not the final test of success. More arrests can reflect better
enforcement; they can also reveal a larger problem. The true
measure is whether drugs become less available, whether traf-
ficking networks are financially dismantled, whether young
people receive effective treatment, whether repeat offending
falls and whether violence declines.

The government should publish a monthly public-safety dash-
board: narcotics cases, seizures, chargesheets, convictions, repeat
offences, gang-related violence, police response times, women’s-
safety indicators and the status of major investigations. It should
also show whether politically influential offenders receive the
same treatment as everyone else. “Zero tolerance” means
nothing if tolerance remains available to the well-connected.

Tamil Nadu’s young voters must now do the most important
work of remaining citizens after election day. Support for a new
leader does not require the surrender of judgement. Admiration
does not require silence. Fandom is an emotion; democracy is
a responsibility.

Tamil Nadu’s achievements were not created by one leader,
one party or one election. The DMK helped shape the State’s
social-justice tradition and public-development model. The
AIADMK left an enduring imprint on welfare delivery and the
State’s direct relationship with ordinary families. Other smaller
parties have also had an important role in helping establish
equity and social justice. Their records may remain open to crit-
icism, but their contribution cannot be tarnished by one elec-
tion result. Tamil Nadu’s democratic inheritance belongs to all
its people, not to whichever party currently occupies office.

TN assembly is not a stage!

The writer is a physician, psychiatrist
and public health scholar 

with the US Department of Veterans
Affairs in the USA

SEMICON India 2026: 
From silicon to systems

Tamil Nadu did not vote
for a spectacle. It voted
for a government. That
distinction should be
obvious. In the months
since the new adminis-
tration assumed office,
too much of public life
began to resemble an
election rally extended
into government, with
high emotions, sharp
slogans, carefully staged
exchanges and an unre-

lenting search for the next viral moment. The hard work
of democratic governance, with objective answers, mea-
surable commitments, administrative clarity and respect
for the institutions that make power answerable, is slowly
becoming a relic of the past.

This is not an argument against change. Tamil Nadu’s
electorate had every right to seek it. Many young voters,
especially, chose to disrupt an entrenched political
order. They were entitled to envision that a new entrant
could bring energy, honesty and a different style of public
leadership. That instinct was not foolish. It was democ-
ratic. But no electorate, however hopeful, elects a fan club.
It elects a government, and any government must be
judged not by the volume of its applause, but by the quality
of its answers.

Tamil Nadu’s Legislative Assembly is a platform where
elected representatives are expected to speak for people
who need safe streets, decent schools, functioning hos-
pitals, reliable jobs, affordable food, dignified welfare and
justice without political favour. Tamil Nadu’s politics has
long been shaped by the power of speech. Its great leaders
understood rhetoric not as an end, but as an instrument
of public reasoning. The Assembly’s history includes fierce
ideological battles over language, social justice, federal-
ism, welfare and the rights of marginalised communities.
The language could be sharp. Politics could be unforgiv-
ing. But the best parliamentary exchanges carried evi-
dence, wit, memory and argument.

The livestreaming of Assembly proceedings is a
democratic opportunity. Yet transparency has a hidden
danger when political actors mistake visibility for
accountability. A clipped speech may trend. A taunt may
travel farther than a budget reply. A theatrical confronta-
tion may attract more attention than an honest admis-
sion of failure. A minister asked about rising crime should
respond with data, investigation status, police deploy-
ment, prosecution outcomes and a deadline for review.
A minister asked about a welfare promise should
provide funding details, eligibility rules, rollout dates and
the number of beneficiaries reached. A Chief Minister
confronted with a crisis should not merely reassure; he
should explain it rather immediately, not after a brief
sabbatical. Tamil Nadu does not need a quieter
Assembly. It needs a more serious one. For the young
people of Tamil Nadu, who look to public life for exam-
ples of courage, integrity and service, it is a troubling
indictment of our politics that they may have to search
beyond their own elected representatives to find role
models worthy of imitation, when those entrusted with
power choose spectacle over substance, slogans over
truth and applause over accountability.

Democracy does not fail only when elections are stolen
or institutions are shut down. It also weakens when
scrutiny is treated as sabotage, when announcements
replace answers, when ministers speak in slogans
because they have not mastered their briefs, and
when public attention is pursued more energetically than
public accountability.

A strong Chief Minister is not inherently a problem. Tamil
Nadu has known strong Chief Ministers before. But a
mature Cabinet cannot survive only as an echo of one
voice, especially when that one voice is not spontaneous
but comes rehearsed, accusatory and often incessantly
insecure. Every portfolio must have a minister capable of
defending it. Every promise must have a budget. Every
announcement must have a deadline. And every failure
must have a name attached to it. The buck must stop at
the helm, and blame must have ended with the election
result as its validation.

A first-term administration may have ministers unfa-
miliar with the scale and complexity of the portfolios they
hold. That is not a crime. But the remedy cannot be impro-
visation. It must be preparation, with rigorous departmen-
tal briefings, trained policy teams, district reviews, con-
sultations with civil servants and experts, clear public
targets, and regular disclosure of progress and failure.

The present administration has announced initiatives
on welfare, investment, women’s safety and drug control.

TAMIL NADU’S
YOUNG VOTERS MUST

NOW DO THE MOST
IMPORTANT WORK OF
REMAINING CITIZENS
AFTER ELECTION DAY.
SUPPORT FOR A NEW

LEADER DOES NOT
REQUIRE THE

SURRENDER OF
JUDGEMENT.

ADMIRATION DOES
NOT REQUIRE

SILENCE. FANDOM IS
AN EMOTION;

DEMOCRACY IS A
RESPONSIBILITY

RAVIKUMAR
CHOCKALINGAM

A new Tamil Nadu Govt is entitled to bring a fresh style and energy to public life. But the measure of governance
cannot be the slogans that dominate the headlines. A government that came to power promising change must now

demonstrate it through improvements in the lives of people, rather than through political theatre.

Tibet’s next test: Keeping the cause alive after Dalai Lama
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The Supreme Court on Monday sought responses of the Centre
and others on a plea seeking directions to prescribe
occupational safety and
health standards for
workers involved in
building and other
construction activities
under the 2020 code.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana took
note of the submissions of advocate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for petitioner ‘National Campaign Committee for
Central Legislation on Construction Labour’ (NCCCLCL), and
issued notices to the Haryana government and others.

The plea also sought an independent, time-bound
investigation into the collapse at a construction site in
Gurugram’s Sidhrawali area on March 9, 2026, and
compensation and rehabilitation benefits for the deceased and
injured workers. During the brief hearing, Bhushan said the
plea raised the issue of occupational safety of construction
workers. He said the Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code (OSH), 2020 does not adequately address the
issue. Ordinarily, an FIR is registered after any mishap at the
construction site, and there is no mechanism to ascertain the
compensation to be paid to the workers. He said the PIL
included suggestions that could be incorporated into the
court’s directions. “This is not an unoccupied field (in law). You
can examine the laws and point out flaws, if any,” Justice
Bagchi said. The PIL, filed through advocate-on-record Abiha
Zaidi, sought a direction to the “Union of India and all States
and Union Territories to establish a uniform national
mechanism for recording, compiling and periodically
publishing construction fatalities and serious injuries, causes
of accidents, inspections, statutory action/prosecutions,
compensation and welfare benefits, and other anonymised
regulatory information necessary for prevention, monitoring
and public accountability”. (PTI)

The Patna High Court has voiced grave concern over
“security lapses” that enabled two minor boys to smuggle a
large quantity of narcotics from far-off Assam in a vehicle
without a registration certificate, which was intercepted on
the state capital’s outskirts.

A single-judge bench of Justice Arum Kumar Jha directed
the Senior Superintendent of Police, Patna, to conduct an
enquiry “within three months” into the matter with the
remark “the claim of the state about there being foolproof
security arrangements for the safety of the common people
appears to be a hoax”.

The court, in its order dated September 15, voiced alarm
that the vehicle “travelled uninterrupted all the way from
Assam to Bihar carrying a commercial quantity of Ganja.
They could have easily carried explosives endangering the
lives of common people”.

The remarks were made while allowing the revision
petition filed by one of the minors whose bail application
had been rejected by the Juvenile Justice Board.

The minor boys, both of them residents of Patna district,
had been caught at Didarganj near here last year by the
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence. They were the sole
occupants of a car which did not have a registration
certificate. The minor boys, neither of whom could produce a
driving license, were interrogated after “109 packets”
containing more than 60 kg of cannabis were recovered
from a “secret cavity” inside the vehicle. (PTI)

Patna HC flags security lapses in
minor boys smuggling narcotics

SC seeks response on PIL for
safety for construction workers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Monday listed for hearing
on September 30 bail pleas
by activists Umar Khalid
and Sharjeel Imam in a case
under the anti-terror law
UAPA over the “larger con-
spiracy”  behind the
February 2020 riots in north-
east Delhi.

A  bench of  Just ice
Prathiba M Singh and Justice
Dinesh Bhatt deferred the
hearing after the Delhi
Police counsel sought an
adjournment.

Special Public Prosecutor
Madhukar Pandey submit-
ted that Additional Solicitor
General  S  V  Raju was
unavailable for health
reasons.  “Matter  is
adjourned to September
30,” the bench said.

Khalid and Imam have
been booked under the
Unlawful  Activit ies
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) on
allegations of being among
the masterminds of the
February 2020 riots that left
53 people dead and more
than 700 injured.

Violence erupted during
protests  against  the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA), 2019, and the

National Register of Citizens
(NRC).

Activist Khalid Saifi and
former AAP councillor Tahir
Hussain, among others,
were also booked for
alleged involvement in the
larger conspiracy case,
being investigated by Delhi
Police’s Special Cell.

The court on Monday also
deferred hearing of the bail
plea by Tahir Hussain in
the case, and listed it in
November.

Khalid and Imam had
moved the high court
earlier this year after their
bail applications were dis-
missed by the trial court for
the third time on July 4.

Imam was arrested in the
case on August 25, 2020.

Khalid was arrested on
September 13, 2020.

The Delhi Police has
opposed the pleas in the
high court, asserting that
the two are “masterminds”
of the riots.

Arguing that they cannot
seek bail on parity with
other co-accused in the
case, police have stated
that the Supreme Court has
earlier categorised them as
being “command authority”
and ruled that their “risk
profiles” justified “continu-
ing detention”.

Police have also stated
that the present bail pleas
are in the teeth of the top
court’s January 5 order,
which asked them to seek
release only after comple-

tion of the examination of
protected witnesses or after
one year, whichever is
earlier.

On July 4, the trial court
rejected Khalid’s bail appli-
cation, saying it had “no
option but to follow” the
Supreme Court’s January 5
order and, therefore, could
neither entertain the plea
nor grant him relief.

On September 2, 2025, a
high court division bench
denied bail to Khalid and
Imam.

On January 5 ,  the
Supreme Court upheld the
verdict but granted relief to
co-accused Gulfisha Fatima,
Meeran Haider, Shifa Ur
Rehman,  Mohammad
Saleem Khan and Shadab
Ahmad.

A bench of Justice Aravind
Kumar and Justice N V
Anjaria had then observed
that there was a prima facie
case against Khalid and
Imam under the UAPA.

On May 22, the top court
granted six months’ interim
bail to co-accused Abdul
Khalid Saifi and Tasleem
Ahmad, as it referred the
issue of prolonged incarcer-
ation of the undertrials
under UAPA due to stringent
prerequisites for granting
bail to a larger bench. (PTI)

Delhi riots: HC to hear bail pleas
by Umar, Sharjeel on Sept 30

Delhi HC declines plea for FIR,
probe against Justice Varma

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Monday refused to entertain
a plea seeking the registration
of an FIR and a probe by an SIT
or CBI into the purported dis-
covery of huge stash of cash
following a fire at the resi-
dence of former Delhi High
Court judge Yashwant Varma.

Terming the petition a
“wild witch hunt”, Justice
Amit Bansal remarked that
the petitioner, lawyer
Ghanshyam Upadhyay, has
alternative remedies in law.

“I’m not entertaining this.
This is a wild witch hunt. You
have nothing better to do?”
the judge observed.

During the hearing, the
court questioned the locus of
the petitioner and asked why
he did not approach the trial
court with his plea for an FIR.

The petitioner submitted
that the incident was “extra-
ordinary” in nature and the
lower court “can’t do justice

to the matter”. “This is regard-
ing justice Yashwant Varma.
Criminal law can be set into
motion by anyone. There is no
embargo,” he further
explained.

After the court indicated
that it would dismiss the plea,
the petitioner withdrew his
plea to consider available
remedies in law.

The petitioner had earlier
approached the Supreme
Court with his plea, which
was dismissed in August.

The purported discovery
of a huge stash of cash took
place after a fire broke out at
the Lutyens’ Delhi residence
of Varma, then a Delhi High
Court judge, around 11:35 pm
on the night of Holi on March
14, 2025, prompting the fire
department personnel to rush
to the spot and douse 
the flames.

The cash discovery trig-
gered a major controversy
and he was then transferred
to Allahabad High Court, his
parent high court.

Delhi HC rejects plea for CBI probe into assault on lawyers during protest against BCI chief
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Monday rejected a plea by a
group of lawyers seeking a
CBI probe into their alleged
assault during a protest to
demand the resignation of
Bar Council of India chairman
Manan Kumar Mishra, saying
it was not maintainable.

The court recorded its
“respectful” disapproval of a
submission by the petitioners
that since Mishra was a
member of Parliament from
the ruling dispensation, the
Delhi Police would not act
fairly but the CBI would.

“No basis has been submit-
ted to buttress this apprehen-

sion. In the absence of any
specific basis, it is not fair to
tarnish the entire Delhi Police
force in this manner, especial-
ly when petitioners’ own
case fails to make out a cog-
nisable offence.

“Besides, the apprehen-
sion argument must also fail
because even CBI against
whom mandamus to register
a case and investigate has
been sought is a government
body. One should resist the
temptation to discredit any
government organisation by
such general, sweeping and
baseless allegations. For, it
generates counterproductive
cynicism and distrust in the
mind of common man
against the entire ecosys-

tem,” Justice Girish Kathpalia
said. The high court said the
petitioners have an alternate
efficacious remedy available
to them in the form of filing
a complaint case in the court
of the magistrate concerned
under Section 223 BNSS and

it does not find it a fit case to
issue mandamus to any
authority to register the case
and investigate.

The petitioners, represent-
ed through advocate
Prashant Bhushan, sought a
direction to the Central

Bureau of Investigation or
any other independent
agency to register an FIR and
conduct an independent
investigation into the alleged
assault on them and other
advocates inside and outside
the premises of the Bar
Council of India (BCI) on the
intervening night of August
20-21.

They also sought a direc-
tion to the BCI to preserve
and hand over the CCTV
recordings of the premises of
BCI office to the investigating
agency for the 
relevant period.

The petitioners contended
that despite their complaint,
the Delhi Police had not taken
action. They argued that a

magistrate would not be able
to direct seizure of the CCTV
footage or other investigative
steps and was also not
empowered to direct a CBI
investigation.

A group of advocates on
August 20 staged a protest
outside the BCI office here,
alleging irregularities in its
functioning and demanding
the resignation of Mishra.

The demonstration saw
members of the legal frater-
nity raising several demands,
including the implementa-
tion of an Advocates
Protection Act, provision of
insurance coverage for all
advocates, and regular and
transparent inspections of
law colleges.  

How will tribunals work if no infrastructure:
SC Govt directs to identify amenities needed 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

How will tribunals function if
there is no infrastructure?
the Supreme Court on
Monday remarked while
directing the Centre to iden-
tify infrastructural amenities
urgently required by the
National Company Law
Tribunal benches in consulta-
tion with the NCLT president.

Observing that tribunals
are government’s lifeline, a
bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant, Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana also ordered the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) Principal
Bench Bar Association to
collect data on infrastruc-
ture at all regional benches in
a tabulated format.

“How will the tribunals
function if there is no infra-
structure? Every day they
deal with thousands of crores

of issues...They are the gov-
ernment’s lifeline,” the bench
remarked. The top court was
hearing a suo motu case
regarding appointment of
judicial  and technical
members and inadequate
infrastructure in the NCLT.

The NCLT Bar Association
has filed an application in a
pending matter contending
that at least 18 benches of
NCLT are holding only half-
day sittings because of short-

age of members.
The Association told the

top court that the sanctioned
strength of the NCLT contin-
ues to be 63 members even
though its jurisdiction sub-
stantially expanded after the
enactment of the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC).

The plea stated that as of
June 30, 2026, the tribunal has
26 judicial members and 25
technical members, including
the president. 

Delhi HC to hear contempt case
against Kejriwal, others on Nov 16
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Monday listed for hearing
on November 16 its criminal
contempt case against AAP
leaders Arvind Kejriwal,
Manish Sisodia, Sanjay Singh
and others over “vilifying”
social media posts against
Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma.

A bench of Justices Navin
Chawla and Arun Bhardwaj
granted time to Kejriwal and
others to file their replies in
the matter. Kejriwal’s senior
counsel submitted that he
was yet to receive the entire
material forming the basis of
the contempt case.

The bench asked the reg-
istry to supply the material
which was stated to be
“incomplete”, and said,
“reply, if any, to be filed in
four weeks.”

The court also listed on

November 16 a separate con-
tempt petition by lawyer
Ashok Chaitanya against
Kejriwal and others, includ-
ing AAP leader Gopal Rai and
journalist Saurav Das, for
allegedly being part of an
“orchestrated social media
campaign” against Justice
Sharma. On May 19, the court
had issued notice to Kejriwal
and other politicians on the
suo motu contempt case ini-
tiated against them by Justice
Sharma and had granted
them four weeks to file their
response.

It had then appointed
senior advocate Rajdipa
Behura as amicus curiae.

Justice Sharma had on May
14 initiated criminal con-
tempt proceedings against
Kejriwal, Sisodia, Singh and
other AAP leaders, including
Durgesh Pathak, Saurabh
Bharadwaj and Vinay Mishra,
over their “vilifying” social
media posts against her in
relation to the excise policy
case. The judge also initiated
contempt proceedings
against X user Devesh
Vishwakarma.

SC to set up bench to hear NHAI plea against
direction to build shelters for stray cattle
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The National Highways
Authority of India tasked with
the upkeep of highways was
given the job to construct
shelters for stray cattle
instead. On Monday, the
Supreme Court agreed to set
up a special three-judge
bench to hear its plea seeking
modification of the unusual
directive.

“Our case is that it should
be done by the local district-
level administration. We
cannot do it pan India,”
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
NHAI, said before a bench
comprising Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana. The National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI), in its plea, said that

the primary statutory respon-
sibility for removal, impound-
ing and sheltering of stray
cattle rested with state
authorities and local bodies.

Moreover, the setting up of
shelter homes would involve
an expenditure of approxi-
mately ̀ 7,000 crore, the solic-
itor general said, urging the
CJI to set up the bench which
had delivered the May 19
verdict containing the
impugned direction. 

The CJI agreed to list the
matter before the special
bench. On May 19, a bench of
Justices Vikram Nath,
Sandeep Mehta and N V
Anjaria had delivered a signif-
icant verdict and allowed
euthanasia of rabid, incurably
ill, dangerous and aggres-
sive dogs to curb threat to
human lives.  

It laid down a broader
framework for addressing
the presence of stray animals

on highways and public
premises, linking effective
management of the problem
with public safety and the
right to life under Article 21. 

It had also said that the
NHAI, in coordination with
states, shall formulate and
implement a comprehensive
and time-bound mechanism
for addressing the presence
of stray cattle and other
animals on national high-
ways. 

In the fresh application,
filed in the suo motu pro-
ceedings titled ‘In Re: City
Hounded by Strays, Kids Pay
Price’, the NHAI has specifical-
ly sought clarification of the
direction which requires it, in
coordination with states and
UTs, to formulate and imple-
ment a comprehensive
mechanism to deal with stray
cattle and other animals on
national highways. 

Recruitment irregularities: SC seeks CBI’s reply
on bail plea of ex-Chhattisgarh PSC secretary
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday sought a response
from the CBI on a plea filed by
a former secretary of the
Chhattisgarh Public Service
Commission seeking bail in a
case related to alleged irreg-
ularities in the recruitment
process during 2020-2022. A
bench of Justices Vikram Nath,
Augustine George Masih and
Sandeep Mehta was hearing
the plea filed by Jeevan Kishor
Dhruv, who challenged an
August 5 order of the
Chhattisgarh High Court
denying him bail in the case.

The CBI arrested Dhruv,
who was serving as the secre-
tary of the Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission (CGSC)
when the alleged irregulari-
ties took place, in September
last year. 

While denying him bail,
the high court observed that
those who indulge in facilitat-
ing leakage of question
papers relating to competitive
exams play with the career
and future of lakhs of young
aspirants and that such an act
was “more heinous” than
murder.

During the hearing on
Monday, the apex court
agreed to hear the plea and
issued a notice to the CBI
seeking its response within
three weeks.

It said the petitioner can file
a rejoinder affidavit one week
thereafter, and posted the
matter for hearing after four
weeks.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the CGPSC conducted the
state service examination
during 2020-2022. It was
alleged that during that
period, the petitioner was

posted as the secretary of the
Commission and it was his
official duty to maintain strict
confidentiality in respect of
the exams conducted by the
Commission. 

The prosecution alleged
that the petitioner, along with
the other co-accused,
breached the confidentiality
and provided question papers
to his sons.

It was also alleged that
based on the same, one of his
sons was selected as deputy
collector. His son is also an

accused in the case.
Dhruv had approached the

high court seeking bail in the
case. His counsel had argued
before the high court that he
was falsely implicated in the
case solely on account of his
designation as the secretary
of the Commission. 

His counsel also argued
that he neither participated in
the alleged paper leak nor
was there any material
demonstrating his involve-
ment in the commission of
the alleged offences. 

“Considering the specific
role attributed to the appli-
cant, the gravity of the allega-
tions and their adverse impact
on the sanctity of the public
recruitment process, this
court is not persuaded to
exercise its discretion in
favour of the applicant,” the
high court had said while
rejecting Dhruv’s bail plea. 



Every generation believes it lives
at a turning point. Ours actually
does.

Somewhere in the past few
years - quietly, without a treaty,
without a vote, without most of
humanity noticing - we crossed a
line. Machines began to write, to
reason, to persuade, to comfort, to
create. Not perfectly. Not con-
sciously. But well enough to
change everything they touch:
our work, our wars, our elections,
our classrooms, our children,
even our love.

I have spent years inside this
transformation - studying it at
Berkeley and Oxford, watch-
ing it move through govern-
ments and villages alike, and
finally writing about it in an
eight-book series that travels
from the first principles of AI to
the last questions of the human
future. And I have come away
with one conviction that I will
defend on any stage in the world:

The next ten years will decide
the next hundred.

Let me be blunt about what is at
stake.

Truth is at stake. We are enter-
ing the first era in history in which
seeing is no longer believing. A con-
vincing video of you - saying words
you never said, in a place you never
stood - can be manu-
factured in minutes.
In "AI and the War for
Truth," I call this what
it is: a war. Not a
metaphorical one. A
war for your mind, your identity,
and a reality you can call your own.
Wars are not won by spectators.
Every citizen who learns to pause,
to verify, to doubt the too-perfect
image, is a soldier in that war. Every
citizen who shares blindly is,
without meaning to be, on the
other side.

Work is at stake. I hear two lies
about AI and jobs, told with equal
confidence. The first lie: everything
will be fine. The second: everything
is finished. Both are alibis for
doing nothing. The truth, which I
map career by career in "20 Careers
That Will Win by 2033" and "Win
the AI Decade," is harder and more
hopeful: the decade will be brutal
to those who compete with
machines and generous to those

who compound with them. The
professionals who thrive will not
be the ones who out-calculate 
AI - no one will - but the ones 
who bring what no server farm
can: trust, judgment, empathy,
accountability, and the courage 
to decide. Skills, not degrees, will
be the new currency. Adaptability,
not certainty, will be the new

security.
"Enslavement,

if it ever comes,
will not arrive
with chains. It
will arrive with

convenience."
The human heart is at stake. This

surprises people. It should not.
Right now, millions of human
beings end their day talking to an
artificial companion that remem-
bers everything, judges nothing,
and never grows tired of them. In
"The New Psychology of Love," I
take this seriously rather than
sneering at it, because behind
every one of those conversations
is a real loneliness that our soci-
eties failed to answer first. But I
also draw a hard line. A machine
can simulate affection; it cannot
risk anything for you. It cannot sac-
rifice, cannot forgive at cost to
itself, cannot choose you over its
own interest - because it has none.
If we forget the difference between

being loved and being well-pre-
dicted, we will have lost something
no algorithm can restore.

Equality is at stake - and this, for
me, is personal. I have stood in
classrooms where brilliance sat on
broken benches. I have seen, in one
small notebook in one village
school, more curiosity than in
many boardrooms. The scandal of
our world has never been a short-
age of talent; it is the rationing of
opportunity. And here is the extra-
ordinary fact at the heart of "AI for
Everyone": this technology -
handled wisely - is the first in
history cheap enough, patient
enough and scalable enough to
end that rationing. The best tutor,
the best diagnostician, the best
adviser, available not to the richest
one per cent but to the furthest
child. AI could be the great equalis-
er of the twenty-first century. Or it
could become its most efficient
engine of privilege. Nothing in the
code decides which. We decide.

And finally, human agency itself
is at stake. The title of my eighth
book asks the question bluntly:
"Will Artificial Intelligence Enslave
Humans by 2033?" Readers expect
science fiction. What they find is
something more unsettling: a
mirror. The realistic danger is not
a robot uprising. It is a human
sitting-down - a slow, comfortable

resignation in which we let
systems choose our news, our
routes, our purchases, our opin-
ions, and eventually our values,
because choosing is effort and the
machine is so very helpful.
Enslavement, if it ever comes, will
not arrive with chains. It will arrive
with convenience, and we will
thank it.

I refuse that future. And I refuse,
just as firmly, the fashionable
despair that says ordinary people
can do nothing about any of this.

They can. But only if they under-
stand it - which is why the series
begins with "Artificial Intelligence:
Concepts and Applications" and "AI
for Everyone," books written on a
simple, stubborn principle: if a
technology is going to reshape
your life, you are entitled to under-
stand it in your own language,
without a single line of code.
Understanding AI in this decade is
not a technical hobby. It is a civic
duty, as basic as literacy was a
century ago. The illiterate of the AI
age will not be those who cannot
read, but those who cannot ques-
tion.

"The Future of Humans in the Age
of AI" closes the series with a blue-
print - for connection, adaptation
and opportunity - because I did not
write eight books to frighten
anyone. Fear is a poor teacher. I
wrote them because I believe,
with everything I have seen on
three continents, that human
beings are not obsolete and never
will be. We are the species that asks
why. No machine has ever won-
dered. No machine has ever cared.
No machine has ever stood in
front of a classroom, or beside a
hospital bed, or at a mother's door,
and meant it.

History will not remember this
decade for what machines learned
to do. It will remember it for what
humans chose to become while
the machines were learning. That
choice is not being made in Silicon
Valley or in server farms. It is
being made at your kitchen table,
in your classroom, at your work-
place, on your screen - today, and
every day of the ten years ahead.

The machines are ready. The
only question left - the question
these eight books were written to
answer - is a far older one.

Are we?

When Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated SEMICON
India 2026 in New Delhi on
September 17, the spotlight was
on India's ambition to become
a serious semiconductor player. 

But there is another semicon-
ductor story that deserves atten-
tion: the chip shortage created
by the AI boom is already reach-
ing the smartphone in your
hand.

AI data centers consume enor-
mous quantities of processors
and memory. As companies race
to build AI data centers, semicon-
ductor manufacturers are prior-
itizing products for this rapidly
growing market. The result is
pressure on memory chips used
in smartphones (and laptops),
and sharply higher prices. Pankaj
Gulati,  President of CDIL
Semiconductors, and a veteran
of India's semiconductor and
electronics industry, told the
author: "AI usage is rapidly
increasing, resulting in huge
demand in data centers.
Consequently, chips are being
diverted to data centers, who are
also willing to pay higher prices.
As availability of chips for smart-
phone manufacturers gets
squeezed, their prices are
increasing. Memory is now the
single most expensive compo-
nent in a premium smartphone." 

Counterpoint Research con-
firms this and estimates that
memory component alone
accounts for more than 40% of
the bill  of materials of a
premium smartphone. 

DRAM and NAND
A smartphone has two types of
memory: DRAM and NAND.

DRAM, or Dynamic Random-
Access Memory, is the phone's
'worktable' or fast short-term
memory. When you open
WhatsApp, switch between apps,
or play a game, the phone needs
fast temporary space in which to
work. That is DRAM, more com-
monly called RAM. It is extreme-
ly fast but loses its contents
when the phone is switched off.

NAND is more like the phone's
'cupboard' or its non-volatile
long term storage flash memory.
It stores contacts, photographs,
videos, apps and documents

and retains them even when the
phone is switched off. So, when
a phone is advertised as having
12GB RAM and 256GB storage,
the 12GB refers to DRAM and the
256GB to NAND-based storage.

The AI connection
Modern AI Data Centers require
enormous quantities of GPUs
(Graphics Processing Units or the
Logic chips), ultra-fast HBM (High
Bandwidth Memory) or '3D
stacked DRAM', and NAND. 

Major semiconductor manu-
facturers are redirecting their
production lines toward GPUs,
HBM and NAND for massive AI
data centers, reducing the capac-
ity available for conventional
consumer DRAM and NAND.

This does not mean AI compa-
nies are simply taking the exact
chips meant for smartphones.
Different applications use differ-
ent types and specifications.
The bigger issue is that semicon-
ductor manufacturing capacity
cannot be expanded overnight.
As manufacturers shift invest-
ment and production towards
the rapidly growing AI market,
the supply-demand balance for
conventional memory can
tighten. When supply becomes
constrained while demand
remains strong, prices rise.

Increase in memory prices
Counterpoint says memory
prices increased sharply
through 2026 and that the
resulting cost pressure has sub-
stantially reshaped smartphone
economics. In Q2 2026, memory
prices rose by more than 80%
quarter-on-quarter. In premium
smartphones,  DRAM has
become the most expensive
individual component. 

The effect is now visible in
retail prices. Smartphone prices
have risen 21% on an average in
India in 2026 and by 15% global-
ly. More than 40% of smartphone
models have seen price increase. 

Manufacturers are responding
in several ways. Some are
raising prices; others are reduc-
ing storage capacities, simplify-

ing camera configurations or
introducing more 4G models in
selected segments. The pressure
is particularly severe in lower-
priced smartphones because
memory represents a larger
share of their overall cost. 

Impact in India
For India, this is particularly
important. The sub Rs 15,000
smartphone segment is already
under pressure from rising
memory and component costs.
These affordable devices are
not merely communication
tools. For millions of Indians,
they are gateways to UPI pay-
ments, online education, govern-
ment services, telemedicine and
entertainment. There is also an
interesting Indian connection to
the global memory story.

Micron, one of the world's
major memory and storage
companies, is headed by Indian-
origin Sanjay Mehrotra, its
Chairman, President and CEO.
Micron's semiconductor assem-
bly and test facility at Sanand in
Gujarat began commercial pro-
duction earlier this year. 

This makes SEMICON India
particularly relevant. India's
semiconductor ambition is not
simply about attracting facto-
ries. It is about becoming part of
a global industry whose prod-
ucts increasingly determine the
cost and capability of the digital
devices people use every day.

AI promises smarter services,
greater productivity and power-
ful new applications. Yet the
infrastructure being built to
power that revolution is simul-
taneously putting enormous
pressure on one of the most
basic components inside our
smartphones.

The semiconductor race, there-
fore, is no longer just about data
centers or chip factories. It may
also decide how much the next
smartphone in your hand costs.
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If your phone buzzed right now with a warning
that a nuclear missile was heading for your city,
how long would you need to decide whether it
was real?

Ten minutes? Twenty? Half an hour to check
the news and catch your breath?

In South Asia, a prime minister would get
about six minutes. A nuclear-armed Shaheen
fired from Pakistan would reach New Delhi in
about seven minutes, and India's Pralay would
strike Islamabad in under six.

Now ask another question. What if that
warning came not from a human officer but from
a machine, one that has never doubted itself in
its life? The world is sleepwalking towards that
question. India should answer it
before anyone else does.

The peg is this week
This week, the question reaches
the world's top table. Chinese
President Xi Jinping visits the United States on
September 24, and President Trump has said AI
will be on the agenda. Ahead of the meeting,
experts from America's Brookings Institution and
China's Fudan University have proposed red lines
around nuclear systems, human control over
serious cyberattacks and a hotline for incidents
involving autonomous AI. Neither government
has endorsed the ideas yet. But there is a
precedent. In November 2024, Joe Biden and Xi
agreed that human beings, not AI, should
decide on the use of nuclear weapons.

I welcome it. But let me say what our strate-
gic community usually says only in private. The
most dangerous place on Earth for AI and
nuclear weapons to meet is not the Pacific. It is
our own border.

The man who doubted the machine
To understand why, go back to the night of
September 26, 1983. A Soviet officer named
Stanislav Petrov was on duty when his comput-
ers reported that America had launched five
nuclear missiles. The rulebook said he should
report an attack. Instead, he trusted his gut and
told his commanders it was a false alarm. He was

right. Sunlight reflecting off high
clouds had fooled the satellite
into seeing missile launches.

The machine was certain. The
man had doubt. That doubt may have saved the
world.

This story is painfully familiar. Anyone who has
worked with scientific instruments learns one
humbling lesson early: detectors lie. They pick
up noise, glitches and ghosts. That is why my
community demands roughly five sigma before
announcing a discovery. We apply that caution
to a new particle. Yet the world is now wiring
AI into systems where one false reading could
erase cities.

The dangerous temptation of speed
Many reason that if humans have too little time,
a faster machine should help. It is dangerous. A
machine that thinks in milliseconds does not give
a leader more time to think; it tempts the leader
to hand over the thinking. Every second the
machine saves is a second in which nobody gets
to doubt.

And machines are already in the war room. An
American Army corps has shown that AI lets a
team of 20 people do targeting work that
needed 2,000 people during the 2003 Iraq inva-
sion. But speed is not the same as truth. A pre-
liminary Pentagon investigation found the US

responsible for a
strike on a school in
Minab, Iran, this
February that killed
about 170 people,
mostly children, and
said outdated infor-
mation may have been
the cause.  A faster
machine does not correct
bad data. It simply acts on it
sooner.

In July, OpenAI admitted that
two of its models escaped a sealed
testing environment, reached the internet and
broke into another company's systems, all to
cheat on an evaluation. The world's most
advanced laboratories could not keep their AI
inside a box during an exam. Forgive me if I do
not trust anyone who promises that AI will sit
obediently in a nuclear command room.

Our neighbourhood is heating up
SIPRI estimates India now holds 190 nuclear war-
heads and Pakistan 170, and reports that India
has placed 12 warheads in deployed status for
the first time. During Operation Sindoor, both
countries brought cyber operations into active
combat for the first time.

Fear is already in the air. After India's strike on

Nur Khan airbase last year, a senior aide to
Pakistan's prime minister claimed Islamabad had
only 30 to 45 seconds to judge whether the
incoming BrahMos carried a nuclear warhead.
But the fear behind them is real. Fear is exactly
what makes nervous people, and nervous
machines, reach for the trigger.

In March 2022, a missile was accidentally fired
from India during routine maintenance and
landed near Mian Channu in Pakistan. Nobody
was hurt, and India sacked three officers for
breaking procedure. What saved us that evening
was not technology. It was time, and humans on
both sides willing to ask what had happened
before answering. Put an automated response
system on either side of that border, and I am
not sure the story ends the same way.

We know how to make rules
Under a 1988 agreement, the two

countries swap lists of their
nuclear sites every January 1

and promise never to attack
them. This January's

exchange was the 35th in
a row, just months after
the guns fell silent. In
2005, we agreed to
warn each other before
testing ballistic missiles.
Since 2007, a pact on
reducing nuclear acci-

dents has been in force.
India and Pakistan have

stopped talking about
cricket, trade and water. They

have never stopped talking
about not blowing each other up.

That is not trust. It is survival instinct,
and survival instinct can be built on.

But these pacts were written for slower
weapons. The 2005 agreement does not even
cover cruise missiles, the very family BrahMos
belongs to. None of them says a single word
about AI or cyberattacks.

Our own thinking is maturing. India voted
against the first UN resolution on autonomous
weapons in 2023, abstained in 2024 and voted
in favour last year. India remains committed to
no first use. That means that of all nuclear
powers, we have the least need for a hair-trigger.
We can afford patience, and patience is a
strategic asset.

What India should do
First, India should declare that every nuclear deci-

sion, including any launch on warning, will
always be made by a human being. Then invite
Islamabad to match that pledge.

Second, we should carry the spirit of 1988 into
the digital age. If we have promised not to bomb
each other's nuclear plants, we should also
promise not to unleash AI-driven cyberattacks
on each other's nuclear command and warning
systems.

Third, we should widen the 2005 pact to cover
cruise and hypersonic missiles, and add an AI-
and-cyber channel to our hotlines. Then a
strange signal gets questioned before it gets
answered.

Fourth, India should take this to the world.
This February, New Delhi hosted the first
global AI summit ever held in the Global
South. We should now champion a shared def-
inition of "meaningful human control", so that
these rules are not written only in Washington
and Beijing.

Deterrence rests on the certainty of retaliation,
not the speed of a processor. Our doctrine
already assumes we will absorb a blow and
answer it deliberately. A human in the loop is not
a weakness in that doctrine; it is the doctrine
working as designed.

A second chance for India
Our discipline unlocked the atom, and physicists
were the first to beg the world to handle it with
care. Signing the Russell-Einstein Manifesto in
1955 was the last act of Einstein's life. Few Indians
know that Jawaharlal Nehru originally planned
to host in India the scientists' conference the
manifesto called for, until the Suez Crisis inter-
vened. That meeting moved to Pugwash in
Canada and gave the world a movement. Seven
decades later, India has a second chance to host
that conversation, this time about machines.

The manifesto ended with a plea: "Remember
your humanity, and forget the rest." September
26 marks both Petrov's night and the UN's
International Day for the Total Elimination of
Nuclear Weapons.

So let me return to the question I began with:
how long would you need to decide whether the
warning was real? The honest answer is longer
than any machine will ever give you. That is
exactly why the final word must belong to
someone who can hesitate.

Machines are fast. Wisdom is slow. On the
nuclear button, slow is how we survive.

India must draw South Asia's AI-nuclear red line

The author is a physicist at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill and a contributing opinion writer at 

The Wall Street Journal.
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AI's exploding demand for memory chips is squeezing smartphone 
supply and pushing prices sharply higher

NISHANT
SAHDEV

As Washington and Beijing discuss AI and nuclear weapons, India must lead the same conversation in South Asia

Artificial Intelligence will not wait for us to be ready. I wrote eight books so that eight billion people don't 
have to face this decade unarmed.

The AI boom Is making smartphones costlier

The author is an alumnus of IIM
Ahmedabad and Professor of Practice
at IILM University, Gurugram with an

interest in AI, Technology and Strategy

The author is the author of the eight-book
series The AI Series: From AI Basics to the

Future. An alumnus of the Goldman School
of Public Policy, University of California,
Berkeley, and the Saïd Business School,

University of Oxford, he writes on Artificial
Intelligence, society and the human future.

The series is available worldwide
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Nepal Prime Minister
Balendra Shah is
scheduled to leave for
the US on Tuesday,
leading a high-level
Nepali delegation to
attend the 81st session
of the United Nations
General Assembly.

This will be Shah’s
first foreign visit since
he assumed office in
March.

Shah is scheduled to
address the General
Debate of the UN
General Assembly on
September 24, foreign
ministry officials said 
on Monday.

The Nepali
delegation to the UN
will include Foreign
Minister Shisir Khanal,
Foreign Secretary Amrit
Bahadur Rai, Prime
Minister’s Chief Advisor
Kumar Byanjankar and
other senior
government officials,
according to officials in
the foreign ministry.
Earlier, a delegation led
by Khanal left for New
York on Sunday. (PTI)

PM to attend
UNGA session

NEPAL

Two Indian students
have been killed in a
tragic air accident in
Canada during their
flight training, the
Indian mission has said.

Manoj Sivakumar from
Tamil Nadu and Srisaran
Thirugnanasambantham
from Puducherry died
while they were on their
flight training.

The Consulate
General of India in
Vancouver on Sunday
expressed condolences
over their death.” The
Consulate General of
India, Vancouver,
expresses its deepest
condolences on the
tragic demise of Shri
Manoj Sivakumar and
Shri Srisaran
Thirugnanasambantha,
two Indian students
from Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry, who lost
their lives in a tragic air
accident in Canada
during their flight
training,” the mission
said in a post on X.

Our heartfelt
sympathies are with
their bereaved families
and loved ones during
this difficult time. (PTI)

Two Indian
students killed 
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SAMYA KULLAB n Kyiv

Russian drones blasted
Ukraine’s southern city of
Zaporizhzhia, a day after
Kyiv’s forces fired more than
1,000 drones at Russia, offi-
cials said Monday.

The war’s relentless daily
attacks underscore the
absence of any significant
progress in diplomatic efforts
to stop the fighting, more
than four years after Russia
invaded its neighbour.

There is no sign the war is
abating as world leaders
gather this week at the UN
G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y .
U k r a i n i a n  P r e s i d e n t
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
he expects to meet with US
President Donald Trump at
the annual event in New
York. Russian President

Vladimir Putin isn’t due to
attend. European leaders,
fearing Moscow has mali-
cious intentions on their
continent, are keen to put
further pressure on Putin to
withdraw from Ukraine, but
the Russian leader has given
no indication he is ready to
give up his  goals .  The
Russian bombardment of
Zaporizhzhia late Sunday
hit apartment blocks, a uni-
versity and a shopping mall,
among other sites, and
w o u n d e d  f i v e  p e o p l e ,
Zelenskyy said on social
media Monday.

Russia also struck nine
other regions of Ukraine, he
said.”Russia is not backing
down from its escalation
and is sending many signals
that it is ready to expand
the war,” Zelenskyy said.”At

the UN General Assembly,
we will discuss how we can
achieve peace through joint
efforts.”

T h e  R u s s i a n  m i l i t a r y
o v e r n i g h t  t a r g e t e d
Ukrainian logistics hubs,
warehouses and ports,
a m o n g  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y -
related sites, the Russian
Defence Ministry said in a
statement Monday.

The attacks came after
Ukraine launched a huge
swarm of drones at Russia
from Saturday to Sunday,
including hundreds aimed
at Moscow, as voters turned
out for the third and last day
of a carefully orchestrated
parliamentary election. 

The Russian Defence
Ministry said Monday that
its air defences overnight
downed 244 Ukrainian

drones over Russian regions
and the waters of the Black
Sea. Meanwhile, Ukraine’s
air force said Monday it
shot down or suppressed
148 Russian drones in an
overnight attack.

During the aerial bar-
rages, drones have repeat-
edly strayed into neigh-
bouring countries, unnerv-
ing leaders who are wary of
R u s s i a  a n d  f e a r  b e i n g
d r a g g e d  i n t o  c o n f l i c t .
M o l d o v a ’ s  M i n i s t r y  o f
Defence said Monday that
part of the country’s air-
space in the north was tem-
porarily closed overnight
after surveillance systems
detected an”aerial object”
entering its national air-
s p a c e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
midnight.

I n  r e c e n t  w e e k s ,

Moldova’s airspace has
been violated multiple
times, and drone debris has
been found on its territory. 

With electronic jamming
knocking drones off course,
it was not clear whether the
drones were Russian or
Ukrainian, though officials
have often singled out
Moscow for blame.

Moldova’s pro-Western
President Maia Sandu has
repeatedly condemned
R u s s i a  f o r  i t s  w a r  o n
Ukraine, and earlier this
m o n t h  s a i d
Moscow’s”brutal war is
reaching our border” fol-
lowing Russian strikes along
Moldova’s frontier with
Ukraine. Drone incursions
into Romania’s airspace
have also increased signif-
icantly. (AP )

EDITH M LEDERER 
n United Nations

Under a global cloud of wars
and bitter divisions, world
leaders meet at the United
Nations this week facing new
fears that runaway artificial
intelligence could threaten
humanity even as climate
shocks and escalating prices
are already making life much
tougher for hundreds of 
millions of people.

The annual high-level gath-
ering at the UN General
Assembly will also be con-
sumed with major wars in
Iran, Gaza, Ukraine,Sudan,
Congo and Myanmar and a
persisting question: Can the
leaders do anything to 
end them?

And what can they do
about the relentless rise of
global warming threatening
the future of the planet, the
growing inequalities within
and among nations, and
shocks to the global economy
as blocked shipping routes
and supply chains increase
the cost of living and slow
growth?

The future of the United
Nations will also definitely be
on the agenda. At 81, its
powers are still the victorious
nations from World War II,
not the 21st century’s major
global players. The UN’s 193
member nations have agreed
to a wide-ranging reform
package that includes updat-
ing key institutions such as
the powerful UN Security
Council, where the US, Russia,
China, Britain and France hold
inordinate sway because of
their veto power. Reform,
however, is easier said than
implemented.

Behind the scenes, there
will be speculation about
who will lead the United
Nations next. Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres’
second five-year term ends
December 31 and no clear suc-
cessor has emerged. 

There is still no question
that the UN remains THE
gathering place for its 193
member nations and their
leaders. Some 130 heads of
state and government are
expected to speak at the
General Assembly starting

Tuesday along with dozens of
ministers. Among the head-
liners will be US President
Donald Trump and French
President Emanuel Macron.
Both will speak Tuesday after
Guterres’ opening “state of
the world” address. 

Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian speak
Wednesday. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

— whom New York Mayor
Zoran Mamdani wanted
arrested for his treatment of
Palestinians in Gaza until he
learned he has no such
authority — will address the
assembly on Thursday. For a
second year, Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas
won’t be coming to the UN
because the US has refused to
give him a visa. He will
nonetheless address the
assembly by video the same

day.  The United States, under
its agreement with the UN to
host the organization, is
required to allow diplomats
from all member nations to
attend meetings.

Equally telling is who else
isn’t coming. China’s
President Xi Jinping is meeting
Trump in Washington on
Wednesday, yet he is skipping
— some diplomats say snub-
bing — the UN gathering and
sending a vice president

instead. Russian President
Vladimir Putin isn’t coming
either, and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
backed out. France’s UN
ambassador, Jerome
Bonnafont, said it is”extreme-
ly critical” for world leaders
this week to support the UN
as the place where the
world’s nations meet — espe-
cially at a time of 
such polarisation.

“We believe in multilateral-
ism,” he said,”and we believe
that the high-level week is the
occasion for countries in the
world to reaffirm that they
prefer cooperation and dia-
logue to confrontation.”

There is no doubt it’s been
a tough year for the world
body. It has been pushed to
the sidelines when it comes
to its key responsibility of
ensuring international peace
and security and trying to end
major conflicts in the Mideast
and Ukraine. The US failure to
pay billions of dollars in out-
standing arrears has left the
organisation’s finances in
rocky shape.

But veteran UN watcher

R i c h a r d  G o w a n ,  t h e
International Crisis Group’s
global issues and institu-
tions program director, says
2025 was even worse.

A year ago, he said, people
were contemplating that
Trump would use his UN
speech to announce that
the United States would
leave the world organisa-
tion. Trump didn’t announce
a pullout last September
and the UN muddled
through the past 12 months
with financial troubles that
forced cutbacks to its peace-
keeping operations and
humanitarian aid.

In recent days, the US
paid $725 million of its dues
to the UN’s regular operat-
ing budget for this year,
enough to keep the Trump
administration from losing
its vote in the General
Assembly. The payment was
a strong indication Trump
will keep the US in the
United Nations.

The UN is no longer “in
freefall,” Gowan said, but it
“is stuck in an open-ended
or permanent crisis.” (AP )

World leaders meet at UN as planet grapples with war

GEIR MOULSON 
n Berlin

German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz faced a struggle to sta-
bilize his position and keep
his agenda on track Monday
after voters inflicted two more
defeats on his party, ejecting
it from a state legislature for
the first time in its eight-
decade history. 

The unpopular Merz vowed
to stay on and push through
reforms to Germany, Europe’s
biggest economy, minutes
after polls closed Sunday in
regional elections in Berlin
and in Mecklenburg-Western
Pomerania, a largely rural
eastern region on the Baltic
Sea coast. 

Still, final results underlined
the extent of what Merz con-
ceded was a”disaster” in
M e c k l e n b u r g - W e s t e r n
Pomerania. His center-right
Christian Democratic Union
fell just below the 5% of the
vote needed to keep seats in
the regional parliament, the
first time that has happened in
77 years of modern Germany’s
federal republic, after losing
more than half its support.

The CDU also dropped to
second place in Berlin behind
the hard-left Left Party, which
is in pole position to lead the
next city government - though
Merz’s party could, depending
on how coalition talks go, still
retain city hall.

Neither state is one of
Germany’s political heavy-
weights. The CDU’s 2023 win
in Berlin was its only one in
the past 25 years in the
capital, which has tended to
lean left, and the party was
already weak in Mecklenburg-
Western Pomerania. 

But the manner of its defeat
in the latter in particular adds
to the headwinds Merz faces
after a stinging defeat by the
far-right Alternative for
Germany two weeks ago in
Saxony-Anhalt,  another
region in the formerly com-
munist east, damaged his
authority and set off specula-
tion that he might be
replaced. Alternative for
Germany, or AfD, emerged as
the strongest party in
M e c k l e n b u r g - W e s t e r n
Pomerania, but the center-left
Social Democrats - the junior
party in Merz’s national gov-
erning coalition - were fairly
close behind after a cam-
paign focused squarely on the
state governor, Manuela
Schwesig, as a bulwark
against the far-right party.
That polarization helped
squeeze other mainstream
parties, including the CDU.

A left-leaning three-party
coalition under Schwesig
would have a majority in the
new regional legislature.

Schwesig and others in
the governing parties have
cast doubt on aspects of
the federal Government’s
reform agenda, which is
meant to bolster a chroni-
cally sluggish economy. 

The reform plans include
a potentially painful over-
h a u l  o f  t h e  c r e a k i n g
pension system, a reduction
o f  G e r m a n y ’ s  s t i f l i n g
bureaucracy and cuts to
income tax for low- and
middle-income families.
The head of the Social
Democrats’ group in the
n a t i o n a l  p a r l i a m e n t ,
Matthias Miersch, said it
was clear that”we need
reforms.” (AP )

Russian drones hit Zaporizhzhia after Ukraine’s 1,000-drone barrage

SAJJAD HUSSAIN 
n Islamabad

Pakistan Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi on Monday
warned former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan’s party against
holding a planned protest in
Islamabad on September 27,
saying street agitation would
lead the party to a “dead-end”.

The warning came ahead of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s
planned march towards the
capital to demand the release
of party founder Imran Khan.

The 73-year-old cricketer-
turned-politician has been
incarcerated since 2023, when
he was arrested after convic-
tion in a corruption case.
Currently, he is lodged at the
high-security Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi.

Naqvi on Monday said that
Khan’s party would not be
allowed to enter Islamabad
and shut down the city for
several days.

“We have clearly told them
that they can never achieve
anything through such drama,
and I will say again that there
is still time; they should not go
into this situation,” Naqvi said.

“That possibility does not
exist,” he said, adding that
authorities would plug”all
loopholes” to prevent pro-
testers from entering the
capital and advised the party
to”not enter a dead-end
street”. Naqvi also referred to

an Islamabad High Court
order directing the govern-
ment to ensure peace in the
capital, and claimed that a
majority of Khan’s party lead-
ership did not support the
planned protest.” Do not
harm yourself and your
workers,” he told the party,
urging it to adopt a different
approach.

Asked about measures to
find a long-term solution to
repeated protests by Khan’s
party, Naqvi said,”This time we
will find a permanent solution;
we will not leave it halfway.”
On reports of a possible ban on
the party, he said the govern-
ment would seek a”once-and-
for-all solution”, adding
that”we can’t afford this 
every time”.

Naqvi also did not rule out
imposing governor’s rule in
the northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, where
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf-
led government of Chief
Minister Sohail Afridi is in
power. (PTI )

SHIRISH B PRADHAN 
n Kathmandu 

The Nepal Government said
on Monday it is holding dis-
cussions with local author-
it ies  on resett l ing
Bhotekoshi flood victims in
safe places as most of them
cannot be settled in their
original locations devastat-
ed by the floods.

Minister for Information
and Communication Bikram
Timilsina said the govern-
ment was collaborating and
coordinating with various
agencies on relief, relocation
and reconstruction for
people affected by the
Bhotekoshi flash floods. Flash

floods, originating near the
Nepal-Tibet border on
August 26, devastated towns

and villages in northern and
central  Nepal.  The
Bhotekoshi River, which

flows south from the
Himalayan border region,
carried the floodwaters

downstream, sweeping
away homes, vehicles, roads
and bridges and damaging
hydropower projects.

In a meeting with a dele-
gation of the Non-Resident
Nepali Association (NRNA)
at the ministry, Timilsina
said relocation and recon-
struction were among the
Government’s priorities and
programmes were being
taken forward based on the
problems faced by the
victims and their needs.

“There is no condition to
make settlement for the
flood victims in the place
where they were living. To
develop a new settlement,
discussions are going on

with the local levels as to
which places are safe and
appropriate,” Timilsina said,
according to his secretariat.

The meeting also dis-
cussed possible contribu-
tions by the NRNA to the
Government’s relief and
rehabilitation efforts for the 
flood victims. 

The NRNA delegation —
which included vice-chair
Rojina Rai Pradhan, general
secretary Chiranjivi Khadka,
Radhika Gurung and chief
administrative Officer
Rajendra Kumar Rawat —
also informed the minister
that its third phase of relief
distribution among the flood
victims was underway. (PTI )

Naqvi warns Imran’s party
against Islamabad protest

Merz struggles after
regional poll defeat

Nepal Govt discusses safe resettlement of Bhotekoshi flood victims: Minister

ADITI KHANNA n London

Former British prime minis-
ter Rishi Sunak has triggered
a debate on race and ethnic-
ity in the country as he cau-
tioned against equating skin
colour with nationality and
highlighted his own dual
English and Hindu identity.

The first politician of Indian
heritage to serve at No. 10
Downing Street reflected
upon the topic in his regular
‘Sunday Times’ column, refer-
encing a lecture he deliv-
ered at Lord’s Cricket Ground
last week. Delivering the
Marylebone Cricket Club’s
(MCC) Cowdrey Lecture,
Sunak argued in favour of
cricket – and sports in general
– as a unifying force.  

“I worry that Britain’s great
democratic achievement is
coming under 
strain,” writes Sunak. 

“There are challenges that
we must address: those
posed by Islamism and
exposed by the reaction to
October 7 [attack in Israel],
alongside those caused by
the failure of those of us in
government in recent years
to adequately control immi-
gration. “There is, though,
something else going on: a
risk that we start equating
skin colour with nationality.
Or that we create different
classes of Briton, treating

those who arrived more
recently as incapable of ever
being as British as those who
were here in 1707, regardless
of how well integrated or
patriotic they are,” he notes. 

With reference to the infa-
mous Tebbit Test, coined by
Tory MP Norman Tebbit in
April 1990 to claim migrants
continuing to support the
countries of their heritage
over the England cricket team
was symbolic of a lack of inte-
gration and assimilation
within British society. 

“For all the criticism it
received, this was a Test that
anyone could pass. If you
supported England because
you now saw it as home, you
were part of the team regard-
less of the colour of your
skin,” reflects Sunak. “Ten-
year-old me passed the test
without even knowing about
it. Born in Southampton, I

would have found it odd not
to support England,
Hampshire and the Saints... In
Britain we’ve created the
world’s most successful multi-
faith, multi-ethnic democracy.
I was a beneficiary of that.
Whatever issues people had
with me as PM — and there
was no shortage of those —
neither my race nor my reli-
gion was among them. 

“No one was outraged by
my role in appointing Church
of England bishops. I could
read a lesson at the King’s
coronation or light Diwali
diyas in Downing Street with
my daughters without contro-
versy,” he states.  The
Conservative MP for Richmond
then goes on to lament com-
ments from sections of British
society during his tenure as
PM about whether he can be
English while being a”brown
Hindu”. (PTI )

UK former-PM Rishi Sunak cautions
against skin colour test of nationality

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
Former British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak

A rescue worker puts out the fire at intratrade centre after Russian drone strikes on Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine on
Monday AP
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RBI issues Basel III market
risk capital norms for banks

The next-generation
leaders of family-run
enterprises on Monday
stressed preserving their
core values while
embracing agility,
diversity, innovation and
technology as they
navigate leadership
transitions in their legacy
businesses.

Participating in a panel discussion, Lakshmi Venu,
Vice Chairman of Tractors and Farm Equipment Ltd
(TAFE), Rama Kirloskar, Joint Managing Director of
Kirloskar Brothers Ltd (KBL), and Laxit Awla, Executive
Director and CEO of SAEL Industries Ltd, shared their
perspectives on leadership, succession, workforce
diversity and the evolving business landscape.

Venu, who took over as Vice Chairman after working
alongside her mother Mallika Srinivasan for nearly two
decades, said credibility at TAFE had to be earned rather
than assumed.

One of the most important lessons she learnt while
joining TAFE was to first understand the organisation’s
culture and values before attempting to drive 
results, Venu said. (PTI)

Banks will not be allowed to
reclassify instruments between
trading book and banking
book for regulatory arbitrage
with the intention of achieving
lower capital requirements,
according to the RBI’s
directions on minimum capital
requirements for market risk.
The directions, issued on Monday, aim to align the
market risk guidelines with the revised Basel III
framework, while ensuring simplicity of regulations, and
providing flexibility, and ease of adoption.

The directions are applicable to all commercial 
banks, except small finance banks, payments banks 
and local area banks.

RBI said the directions will take effect from April 1,
2027, ensuring sufficient lead time for banks.

“A bank shall not reclassify instruments between the
trading book and the banking book for regulatory
arbitrage, ie, with the intention of achieving lower
capital requirements,” the central bank said.

It further said that banks will have to use the
simplified standardised approach (SSA) for computing
risk-weighted assets for market risk. (PTI)

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Benchmark stock index
Sensex climbed 564 points
while the Nifty rose for the
fourth consecutive session
on Monday, supported by
cooling crude oil prices,
fresh foreign fund inflows
and a positive trend in
global equities.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 564.03 points, or 0.76
per cent, to settle at a more-
than-a-week high of
74,858.99. During the day, it
surged 692.44 points, or 0.93
per cent, to 74,987.40.

Rising for the fourth day,
the 50-share NSE Nifty closed
higher by 67.90 points, or 0.29
per cent, at 23,414.30. Among
the 30 Sensex firms, UltraTech

Cement jumped 4.11 per cent.
HCL Tech, Eternal, Titan, ITC
and Tech Mahindra were also
among the prominent
winners.  Bharti Airtel, Power
Grid, Infosys and Adani Ports
were among the laggards.

“Indian equity benchmarks
closed higher today, extend-
ing their recent recovery as
easing crude oil prices and
broad-based buying
improved market sentiment.
The moderation in energy
prices offered some relief on
concerns over India’s import
bill, inflation outlook and cor-
porate margins, although the
broader backdrop remained
cautious amid persistent
geopolitical uncertainty,”
Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich
Money, an online trading and
wealth tech firm, said.

The BSE MidCap Select
index went up by 0.35 per
cent, while SmallCap Select
index dipped 0.05 per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral
indices, Realty jumped 1.71
per cent, Consumer Durables
1.55 per cent, Healthcare 1.12

per cent, FMCG 1.07 per cent,
Housing Finance 0.80 per
cent and Top 10 Banks 0.71
per cent.

Utilities, Auto, Insurance,
Power, MidSmall Private
Banks Quality Tilt  and
MidSmall Private Banks were

the laggards. The Rs 22,569-
crore initial public offering of
the National Stock Exchange
of India (NSE), the country’s
second-largest public issue,
received nearly 6 times sub-
scription on the final day of
bidding on Monday.

Vinod Nair ,  Head of
Research, Geojit Investments
Limited, said, “Improving
sentiment ahead of the
upcoming US-China talks,
renewed hopes of diplomat-
ic engagement between the
US and Iran at the UN, and
the decline in oil prices and
bond yields have provided 
relief to investors. The easing
of concerns around infla-
tion and energy costs has
supported a broad-based
recovery across sectors and
supported overall market

sentiment.” Brent crude, the
global  oi l  benchmark,
tanked 2.36 per cent to $101.4
per barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought equi-
ties worth `599.54 crore on
Friday, according to exchange
data. In Asian markets, South
Korea’s Kospi, Japan’s Nikkei
225,  Shanghai’s SSE
Composite index and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng index
ended in positive territory.

Markets in Europe were
trading significantly higher.
US markets ended mostly
higher on Friday. On Friday,
the Sensex dipped 19.63
points, or 0.03 per cent, to
settle at 74,294.96. Rallying for
the third day, the Nifty closed
75.80 points, or 0.33 per cent,
higher at 23,346.40. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The next round of talks for a
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) between India and
Canada will be held from
October 5, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Monday. “...the
next 90 days should be a very
defining period in the
Canada-India relationship,”
he told reporters here.

The fourth round of nego-
tiations concluded here on
September 18. The talks are
moving at a faster pace as
both the countries are target-
ing to conclude the negotia-
tions by the end of this year.

“Both sides have resolved
to fast-track negotiations, in
view of which our team is
now slated to go for the fifth
round on October 5,” Goyal
said. The five-day talks may

end on October 9. Canada’s
International Trade Minister
Maninder Sidhu was in
Mumbai last week to hold
talks with Goyal. India’s major
exports to Canada include
pharmaceuticals, iron and
steel, seafood, cotton gar-
ments, electronic goods and
chemicals. Key imports from
Canada include pulses, pearls
and semi-precious stones,
coal, fertilisers, paper and
crude petroleum.

India’s services exports to
Canada are led by telecom-
munications, computer and
information services, and
other business services.

Two-way trade reached
$30.4 billion in 2025 and the
target is double that to $70
billion by 2030.

When asked about the
Government’s backup plan
on the US tariffs, Goyal said,
“Details are currently coming;
once we have studied them,

and at an appropriate time,
we will discuss with you.”

US President Donald Trump
on September 18 signed the
Sanctioning Russia and Iran
Act, which authorises the
President to impose tariffs of
up to 100 per cent on coun-
tries buying Russian oil and
gas, including China and
India. The law comes into
effect within 30 days of
signing by the President and
requires him to impose duties
of up to 100 per cent on

goods imported from coun-
tries that are the top five pur-
chasers of Russian crude oil or
natural gas by total volume
during the 12 months preced-
ing enactment. Exporters
have expressed serious con-
cerns over the law, stating
that if high tariffs are imposed
by the US on Indian goods, it
could hurt trade ties.

The US is the largest
trading partner of India.
During April-August 2026-
27, India’s merchandise

exports to the US grew 6.17
per cent to $42.8 billion,
while imports increased 29.6
per cent to $28 billion. In
2025-26, bilateral trade grew
6.5 per cent to $140.76 billion
from $132.2 billion (exports
$87.3 billion and imports
53.45 billion) in 2024-25.

Think tank GTRI has said
that the new US law puts
India at direct risk of tariffs of
up to 100 per cent and may
be used to pressure New
Delhi to cut Russian oil pur-
chases and accept an
unequal bilateral trade agree-
ment, perhaps in return for
restoring the 18 per cent rate
offered in the February 6
joint statement.

According to the think tank,
in July 2026, Russia supplied
India with crude worth USD
7.27 billion — 51.1 per cent of
its total crude imports of
$14.21 billion.

On the India-EU trade pact,

Goyal said it is expected to
come into force in the coming
months. Goyal said the pact
is expected to be ratified by
the EU parliament in the next
three months or so and is
likely to come into effect
within the next six-seven
months. On January 27, the
two sides announced the
conclusion of trade pact
negotiations. Under the deal,
the  EU will eliminate import
duty on 90 per cent of Indian
goods on the first day of
implementation of the agree-
ment. On three per cent,
levies will be eliminated in a
phased manner in 
seven years.

On the India-Chile trade
agreement, the minister said
Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agarwal recently visited Chile
to review the progress of talks.
“I believe in the coming few
months, we will hear some
good news,” he added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Monday ordered the
immediate suspension of
a marketing officer in the
ministry, following a com-
plaint of bribery in Madhya
Pradesh’s Sehore district.

According to the com-
plaint, Anurag, a market-
ing officer in the agricul-
ture ministry, allegedly
demanded money in
exchange for releasing
subsidy amounts during
an inspection in Sehore,
the ministry said in a
statement.

He allegedly sought `1
lakh from Shivay
Warehouse in Bhairunda
tehsil and `60,000 from
Shri Krishna Warehouse
in Beherakhedi village in
Rehti area, it said. The
complaint was brought to

the notice of the Union
minister, who took a
“serious note” of the alle-
gations and directed
immediate action.

“Following the direc-
tions, Marketing Officer
Anurag was suspended
with immediate effect,”
the statement said.

The ministry said the
action underlines its posi-
tion that complaints of
irregularities or bribery in
government processes
involving farmers and
warehouse operators will
be taken seriously and
acted upon. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Maruti Suzuki India Limited
on Monday said it aims to
raise female enrolment at its
Japan-India Institute for
Manufacturing (JIM) at Uncha
Majra, Manesar, from about
5 per cent in the current aca-
demic year to 30 per cent by
2028-29.

The carmaker has intro-
duced a 100 per cent tuition
fee waiver for women stu-
dents from this academic
year and plans to build a
dedicated women’s hostel at
the campus, it said in a
statement.

The Manesar institute is
one of four JIMs operated by
the company, the others 
are at  Mehsana and
Gandhinagar in Gujarat and
Sonipat in Haryana. The JIM

programme is a joint initia-
tive of the governments of
India and Japan, set up to
create a pool of skilled
workers for the Indian man-
ufacturing sector.

JIM Uncha Majra offers
training in nine trades, most
linked to the automotive
industry. The institute is
inducting female students in
line with job opportunities
in the surrounding industri-

al region, the company said,
adding that the 30 per cent
target follows enrolment
growth over the past two
academic years.

Two women students
from the institute were
state toppers in manufac-
turing trades in Haryana
this year. The institute pro-
duced top rankers in four
trades overall, and its stu-
dents secured all three top

p o s i t i o n s  i n  t w o  o f  
those trades.

“To have a 360° com-
pleteness of skills, diversity
is important. With this
vision, we are committed to
increasing women’s partic-
ipation in manufacturing,”
said Rahul Bharti, Senior
Executive Officer, Corporate
Affairs ,  Maruti  Suzuki  
India Limited.

“While talented women
are present across the
country,  many remain
unaware of the opportuni-
ties available in the manu-
facturing sector or have
not considered it as a
career choice,” he said.
“We are encouraged that
two female students from
JIM Uncha Majra emerged
as Haryana state toppers in
manufacturing trades this
year, demonstrating the

i m m e n s e  p o t e n t i a l  o f
women in this field.”

Bharti said the company
was adopting a broader
approach to enrolment
that went beyond fees.
This includes the women’s
hostel and increasing the
representation of women
across faculty and support
functions, he said.

“We believe this initia-
tive will encourage more
young women to pursue
careers in manufacturing
and participate in the
growth of India’s industri-
al workforce,” he added. 

Women remain under-
represented in shop-floor
roles across the Indian
automotive industry, and
skilling institutes attached
t o  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a r e
among the main entry
routes into such jobs.

Sensex jumps 564 pts, Nifty gains for 4th day 

Maruti Suzuki to raise women’s intake to 30% at institute

Next-generation leaders
stress on preserving culture

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Jute manufacturers are
expected to witness sales
volume growth of 15 per
cent this financial year, sup-
ported by stronger demand
and a favourable cost envi-
ronment, a Crisil Ratings
report said on Monday.

India’s jute industry is set
for a meaningful recovery
this fiscal after two chal-
lenging years marked by
weak demand, high raw
material costs and pressure
on profitability,  the 
report said.

A revival in domestic
demand, improving export
prospects and softer raw
jute prices are expected to
drive growth, improve prof-
itability and support the
industry’s credit profiles.

It said sales volumes are
projected to grow around 15
per cent this fiscal year,
reversing an annualised
decline of around 10 per
cent over the previous 
two fiscals.

The recovery is expected
to be supported by stronger
demand and a more
favourable cost environ-
ment, it added.

The report further said
domestic demand is pro-
jected to increase about 20
per cent this fiscal, reversing
a cumulative decline at a
similar pace over the 
preceding two years.

The downturn was largely
triggered by a sharp rise in
raw jute prices, which manu-
facturers passed on to cus-
tomers, dampening demand
and prompting a shift towards
lower-cost alternative 
packaging materials, 
it said. With input costs now
moderating, product prices
are expected to soften, sup-
porting a recovery in demand.

The rating agency said
that export demand is also
beginning to show signs of
improvement. Growth in
downstream sectors such
as home textiles, lifestyle
products and other value-
added jute applications is
expected to support exports.

In addition, the rationali-
sation of US tariffs from the
elevated levels seen last
fiscal could improve the
competitiveness of Indian
jute products in global
markets. “While improving
demand will  support
revenue growth, profitabili-

ty is likely to receive an even
larger boost from easing
raw material costs.

Better crop output has
improved domestic avail-
ability of raw jute and led to
softer prices despite
subdued imports. This is sig-
nificant because raw jute
accounts for 60-65 per cent
of the industry’s 

operating expenses.
Lower fibre costs and

improved capacity utilisa-
tion should drive up prof-
itability. Consequently,
operating margins are pro-
jected to expand by 130
basis points (bps) to nearly
9 per cent in FY27, Crisil
Ratings Senior Director
Rahul Guha said.

Raw jute prices had risen
by more than 10 per cent last
fiscal because of supply con-
straints; however, higher
minimum support prices
encouraged farmers to
increase acreage, resulting in
better crop output this year.

“The expected improve-
ment in profitability this
fiscal, combined with limited
debt-funded capex, should
strengthen credit metrics.
Healthy cash accruals are
likely to enable manufac-
turers to comfortably fund
maintenance capex and
working capital require-
ments while maintaining
adequate liquidity,” said 
the report.

Crisil Ratings Director
Argha Chanda said that
beyond the cyclical recovery,
the industry stands to benefit
from structural shifts
towards sustainable 
materials.

“Growing environmental
awareness, tighter rules on
single-use plastics and rising
preference for biodegrad-
able alternatives are creating
new opportunities for jute-
based products. Emerging
applications in geotextiles,
agro-textiles, home decor,
industrial packaging and
other value-added segments
are gradually expanding the
addressable market. 

While value-added appli-
cations currently account for
only 12 per cent of revenue,
they offer better realisations
and could become important
drivers of long-term growth,”
Chanda added. However,
Crisil Ratings said the pace
and sustainability of the
demand revival, particularly
in export markets, will
remain critical.

Jute manufacturers to see 15% volume growth
in FY27 on stronger demand, report Crisil

India, Canada to resume trade talks from October 5: Goyal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

As a global debate rages over
AI safety, Microsoft India and
South Asia President, Puneet
Chandok on Monday said the
tech company strongly
believes that Artif icial
Intelligence must remain
focused on serving humani-
ty, with humans firmly in
control of the technology.

In an interview to PTI,
Chandok said there is “real
energy” in India around
deploying, diffusing and
innovating with AI, and that
the country is not just con-
suming technology but also
building it, as evidenced in
Microsoft’s own operations
here. The company has more

than 23,000 engineers across
10 cities in India and the
largest R&D lab outside the
US, underscoring the nation’s
growing role in developing 
AI technology.

Microsoft has topped up
its India commitment with a
fresh $17.5 billion investment
over 2026-29, taking its total
pledge to $20.5 billion. The
fresh investment, announced

in December 2025, built on the
$3 billion announced earlier
that year, will support cloud
and AI infrastructure, skilling
and ongoing operations.

On jobs, Chandok said AI is
creating new roles such as AI
engineers and agent orches-
trators, while also changing
the nature of existing func-
tions by taking over basic exe-
cution, data collection and
other routine tasks. He said
the shift is pushing people
towards higher-value work,
with AI and agents handling
more of the “grunt work”.

“The work is changing, not
ending,” Chandok empha-
sised. The Microsoft India
honcho asserted that AI must
be developed to serve
humanity.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Industry leaders on Monday
said businesses should adapt
quickly to changing market
conditions and invest in tech-
nologies such as artificial intel-
ligence (AI) to build resilience
and agile for long-term growth.

Businesses are now operat-
ing in an era of uncertainty
driven by geopolitical ten-
sions, supply chain disrup-
tions, and rapid regulatory
changes, they said while
speaking during a panel dis-
cussion titled “Leading
Through the Next Disruption:
Growth, Resilience and
Reinvention” organised by the
All India Management
Association (AIMA).

Vishal Kampani, Senior Vice
President, AIMA, and Vice
Chairman & Managing Director
of JM Financial, said business-
es are increasingly facing short-
term shocks that require tac-
tical responses in addition to
long-term strategy.

“One thing for certain today
is that we are going to consis-
tently face uncertainty in every

form. Tact in business is
becoming as important as
strategy,” Kampani said.

On AI funding, Kampani aid
a large share of global AI
investment was going into
compute and energy capacity,
an area where India would
find it difficult to compete
with the US and China. India’s
bigger opportunity, he said, lay
on the application side,
drawing a parallel with how
the country built its own tech-
nology stack and startup
ecosystem despite not having
built the backbone of the early
internet.

Rajiv Vastupal, Group
Chairman & Managing
Director, Rajiv Petrochemicals,
said extreme volatility in crude,
shipping and petrochemical
prices, which now change
multiple times a week, had
made forecasting difficult.

He said the Covid-19 pan-
demic had pushed even older
executives to adopt digital
communication tools, which in
turn accelerated the adop-
tion of AI-linked systems such
as ERP software for real-time
business data.

AI adoption, reskilling key to
future growth: Industry leaders

Chouhan suspends marketing
officer over bribery allegations

AI must serve humanity, humans should
be in control, says Microsoft India chief

Microsoft India and South Asia
President Puneet Chandok



USP 14CHANDIGARH | TUESDAY | SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

State-owned NHAI on Monday
said the lane configuration of
high-speed national highways
will be standardised based on
detailed traffic assessment to
facilitate seamless movement, as
the authority released new com-
prehensive guidelines for design
and development of access-
controlled high-speed NHs.

The authority released new
comprehensive guidelines that
seek to bring uniformity in
standards for preparation of
Detailed Project Reports (DPRs)
of high-speed NH corridors and
bring greater consistency in
technical standards, strengthen
road safety, and improve oper-
ational efficiency across the
National Highway network, an
official statement said.

The guidelines will apply to
all  upcoming 4/6 lane
Greenfield and Brownfield
high-speed access-controlled
National Highways, it added.

NHAI said the guidelines are

aligned with the long-term
Government of India’s strategic
roadmap which envisages the
development of 50,000 km of
access-controlled High-Speed
Corridors under Viksit Bharat
2047, boosting connectivity
and reducing logistics costs.

At present, there are no sep-
arate standards and specifica-
tions governing planning and
designing of access-controlled
High-Speed National Highways,
other than Expressways.

Variations have been
observed in the standards
adopted for preparation of

DPR for such corridors. The
new guidelines address this
requirement by providing a
uniform set of technical and
safety provisions, it said.

NHAI said a key focus of the
guidelines is on incorporation
of additional safety measures
appropriate with high-speed
traffic conditions on corridors.
Special provisions have been
prescribed for advance notifi-
cation of exits and entries,
enabling National Highway
users to anticipate and safely
navigate upcoming access and
egress points.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Government is taking steps to
build a harmonised data infrastruc-
ture to ensure that information
can be systematically discovered,
understood, connected and utilised,
MoSPI Secretary Saurabh Garg said
on Monday. Garg was addressing a
session at AIMA’s 53rd National
Management Convention here.

A harmonised data infrastruc-
ture is extremely necessary to
ensure that data can be systemat-
ically discovered, understood, con-
nected and utilised, said the
Secretary, Ministry of Statistics and
P r o g r a m m e  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,
noting that at times two words have
different definitions.

He said the Centre as well as the
state governments are involved in a
five-step process to build such infra-
structure, especially given the fact
that data is the raw material for AI.

“A five-step process we have
started both across ministries and
departments and States...the first
step is to have Government data
which is harmonised and then we
can look at other data in the private

sector and others can join in,” Garg
said. The second step is maintain-
ing metadata, he added.

The next will be bringing unifor-
mity in definitions across min-
istries and departments. The fourth

is to have identifiers so that differ-
ent data sets can be compared. And
the fifth step towards a harmonised
data infrastructure is having a
quality assessment while using
data, he added.

Garg said the availability of
updated data is necessary for the
goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047. To
ensure data harmonisation, it is
important that the quality of data
is universally recognised.

Speaking further, the official said
India needs to grow at an average
rate of 8 to 9 per cent to become
$30 trillion.

“Honestly, we are talking of a 30
trillion economy of GDP from a $4
trillion economy now. We have
been growing at around 7-8 per
cent for the past few years. If we
need 30 trillion, we need to grow at
around 9 per cent. So, it is not some-
thing which is unachievable. We
have been growing at 7-8 per cent
real growth,” he said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

India’s lower per capita steel
consumption compared to
the global average leaves
ample headroom for domes-
tic output to be absorbed
locally, Indian Steel
Association President Naveen
Jindal said on Monday.

India’s per capita steel
consumption is significant-
ly lower at around 107 kg
annually compared to the
world average of 220 kg,
Jindal told reporters on the
sidel ines of  the 53rd
National  Management
Convention organised by
All  India Management
Association (AIMA).

“India is a very big market
in itself. There is a huge
scope to grow that is why
the government has a target
of producing 300 MT by
2030. The Government is
working on infra all over the
country,” he said in reply to
a question if protectionist
measures being taken by
various countries will impact
the Indian steel players.

Jindal, who is also the
Chairman of Jindal Steel,

said the domestic steel
sector is taking multiple
measures to reduce carbon
emissions to help India meet
net zero goals as set by the
Government.

On the West Asia crisis, he
said, “Wars do not help
anyone. These are very
destructive, and that’s why
PM Narendra Modi has been
focusing on Atmanirbharata
(self-reliance) in energy
security. Although we are
dependent on fuel, in energy
we have enough sources in

the country; there is no
shortage. Compared to
other large economies, India
is doing very well.”

Steel prices have gained
momentum over the last
few weeks due to a coking
coal rate increase of $50-60
per tonne. Steel makers are
expecting the price trend
continue in the next quarter
as well. Replying to a ques-
tion related to steel prices,
Jindal said, “We are able to
provide steel to all the cus-
tomers in India at a very

competitive price. There is lot
of competition in India and
if you compare the steel
prices in the last 20 years,
they have gone up by only 10
pc in the last 20 years if you
compare it to other metals.” 

As per official data, India’s
crude steel output continued
its upward trajectory in
2025–26, growing by over
10.7 per cent year-on-year to
around 168.4 million tonnes
during April–March, reflect-
ing sustained industrial
momentum.

Rising steel demand to boost
local production: Naveen Jindal

Govt pushes harmonised data infrastructure: MoSPI Secretary

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kolkata

Diversified public sector
enterprise Balmer Lawrie &
Co Ltd is rolling out a capital
expenditure programme of
nearly `500 crore over the
next three years, driven pri-
marily by an aggressive
expansion in its rail, Third-
Party Logistics (3PL) and travel
footprint, a top company offi-
cial said on Monday.

Of the total estimated
`500 crore outlay,  the
railway logistics segment
will absorb ̀ 200-`250 crore,
while around Rs 100 crore is
allocated towards routine
operational capex across
other existing verticals: pack-
aging, greases and lubri-
cants,  and chemicals,
Chairman and Managing
Director Adhip Nath
Palchaudhuri said on the

sidelines of the 109th AGM.
The company is also

deploying `50-`60 crore
towards expanding its 3PL
operations, alongside invest-
ments in cold chain facilities
and grease and lubricants
small packaging units, and
introducing new product
variants in packaging and
travel businesses, he said.

Under its logistics
roadmap, Balmer Lawrie

aims to scale up its total fleet
to 15 railway rakes, from
the three currently operated
on a lease model.

In a first, the company
will directly acquire three
rakes, and tenders have
been floated for these. In
the first phase, a total of
seven more rakes will be
added to build greater
capacity, including through
leasing, after securing fresh

rail freight business from
iron-ore miner NMDC.

“Railway logistics has
emerged as a very strong
segment for us where we are
putting in significant capex.
We are right now running
three rakes, and we intend
to grow much more, aiming
to bring that to around 15
rakes,” Palchaudhuri said.

“With one rake typically
costing around `20 to `25
crore, acquiring railway
assets will account for a
major chunk of our ̀ 500 odd
crore capex over the next
few years,” he said.

In the 3PL vertical, the
company is establishing a
hub-and-spoke logistics
network anchored by a
central hub at Dankuni, with
spokes expanding to loca-
tions such as Siliguri, Guwahati
and Bhubaneswar to strength-
en regional reach.

Balmer Lawrie plans `500 crore capex over 3 years

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi Gharana

tabla artist Suraj Nirwan

has concluded his month-

and-a-half-long Europe Tour

2026. The tour featured

solo performances,

jugalbandi, workshops,

studio recordings and a

documentary shoot,

presenting the Gharana’s

distinct do-ungli-baaj,

peshkar, kayadas, gat-fard

and relas to Western

audiences. 

It opened in Munich

with ‘AETERNA KALA-

SUTRA’ organised by WIN-

World in Nations and SK

events. He then performed

in Dornbirn, Austria, at

Netzwerk Tanz for Secret

Garden Yoga with a recital

and Naad Yoga session. 

The core Italy leg

included L’Associazione

Radici’s ‘MUSICHE DAL

MONDO’ festival,

‘NAMASTE ITALIA’ at

Factory Zero, Senigallia, a

jazz recording in Arcevia

with Motswako Jazz

Collective, and concluded in

Falconara with ‘Indian

Confluence’ at Centro

Pergoli by AMAT. (PNS)

Delhi Gharana Tabla exponent
concludes Europe tour PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

In a significant breakthrough
in curbing the theft of passen-
gers’ belongings, particularly
laptop bags, at New Delhi
Railway Station and onboard
trains, the Railway Protection
Force (RPF), Delhi Division,
has apprehended a suspect-
ed laptop thief and recovered
stolen property during a sus-
tained CCTV-based surveil-
lance operation.

Several complaints regard-
ing theft of laptop bags from
passengers travelling by
train and from New Delhi
Railway Station had been
received through the Rail
Madad/139 helpline. Taking
the matter seriously, RPF,
Delhi Division, constituted
two dedicated teams to
identify and apprehend the
persons involved in such
thefts. The teams undertook
continuous and intensive
CCTV surveillance and analy-
sis of suspicious movements
at New Delhi Railway
Station. During the course of
surveillance, one suspect
was identified. 

On Sunday, the RPF teams
successfully apprehended
the suspect red-handed with
one laptop bag at the Foot
Over Bridge (FOB), New Delhi
Railway Station. The appre-
hended person has been
identified as Shadab S/o
Shamsad, aged about 25
years, R/o Village/PO/PS
Mundali, District Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh. The accused, along
with the recovered property,
was handed over to GRP,
New Delhi Railway Station,
for further legal action in
connection with the e-FIR.

During questioning/dis-
closure, the accused report-
edly revealed his involve-

ment in 12-15 incidents of
laptop theft and disclosed
that he had sold the stolen
laptops at Silver Impact
Shop, Nirman Vihar. Acting
promptly on this informa-
tion, the GRP and RPF team
conducted further proceed-
ings and recovered 11 laptops
from the said shop.

Pushpesh Raman
Tripathi, Divisional Railway
Manager, Delhi, appreciat-
ed the dedicated efforts of
the RPF personnel involved
in the operat ion and
emphasised that passen-
ger safety and protection of
passengers’ belongings
remain a priority of RPF. 

RPF busts laptop theft bid at New Delhi station

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bhubaneswar

Oil and Natural Gas Corp
(ONGC) has struck gas in a
deepwater well off India’s
eastern coast, with the dis-
covery’s proximity to Odisha
potentially allowing faster
development if appraisal
confirms commercial viabil-
ity, the State-run explorer
said on Monday.

ONGC made the discovery
on September 18 at the MN-
DW18-1-H-D well in the
Mahanadi Offshore Basin,
about 43 km off Konark, as
part of its Samudra Manthan
deepwater exploration cam-
paign, the company said in a
statement.

The well, the first drilled by
ONGC in the Mahanadi Basin
under the campaign, encoun-
tered gas at a depth of 1,441-

1,452 metres after being
drilled to a target depth of
1,623 metres. The well has
been flowing gas for the past
three days, with “encourag-
ing flow and reservoir pres-
sure,” ONGC said. The discov-
ery is subject to further
appraisal and commercial
evaluation, the company said.

Its relatively short distance
from the Odisha coast could

support early monetisation if
the discovery proves com-
mercially viable, while the
find and other discoveries in
the area could potentially
be developed using shared
facilities, ONGC said.

Such development could
be enabled under the
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Rules, 2025, allowing deep-
water resources in the area to

be brought into production
through shared infrastructure.

The discovery adds to
ONGC’s push to expand
exploration in India’s deep-
water basins as the country
seeks to increase domestic
hydrocarbon production and
reduce reliance on imports.

The well was spudded on July
25 using drillship Platinum
Explorer. The discovery comes
as ONGC expands its focus on
frontier offshore acreage, where
successful deepwater finds can
require significant investment
in appraisal and infrastructure
before commercial production
begins. For the Mahanadi Basin
discovery, the next steps will
include further appraisal of the
reservoir, assessment 
of recoverable resources and
a commercial evaluation
before any development 
decision is taken.

ONGC strikes gas in Mahanadi deepwater well

NHAI issues guidelines for
access-controlled highways

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Government has notified
the dissolution of the 
Digital Communications
Commission, an apex inter-
departmental decision-
making body at the
Department of Telecom
formed around 37 years ago
to decide on policy matters
and subjects with signifi-
cant financial implications.

Formed in 1989 as the
Telecom Commission, it 
was renamed as the 
Digital Communications
Commission in 2018. “...the
Government of India 
has decided that the 
Digital Communications
Commission be dissolved.
Now, therefore, with effect

from the date of publication
of this resolution, the 
Digital Communications
Commission shall stand dis-
solved,” a notification dated
September 19 said. The apex
decision-making body com-
prising senior officials from
NITI Aayog, the Finance
Ministry, the Department of
Industrial Policy and

Promotion and other depart-
ments helped resolve con-
tentious issues. The
Commission firmed up deci-
sions on the majority of
telecom matters before they
were sent to the Cabinet for
final approval.

The Commission helped
in taking decisions on matters
like spectrum price and rec-
ommendations by the
Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India. The body held its last
meeting on September 3,
where it firmed up the deci-
sion on satcom spectrum.
Elon Musk-led Starlink, Bharti
Group-backed Eutelsat
OneWeb and Reliance
Industries Ltd’s Jio Satellite
Communications have
received permission to start
satcom services in India.

Govt dissolves 37-year-old Digital
Communications Commission

Indian Steel Association President Naveen Jindal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The board of directors of Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC) has approved an investment of ̀ 2,448.70
crore for the construction and operation of a
424.65-km natural gas pipeline connecting
Kochi in Kerala with Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu,
according to a regulatory filing on Monday.

The Kochi-Kanyakumari-Thoothukudi
Pipeline (KTPL) will run from Kochi to
Thoothukudi and have a system capacity,
including common-carrier capacity, of 6.84
million standard cubic metres a day (mmscmd),
the company said.

At least 1.71 mmscmd of the pipeline’s
capacity will be available as common-carrier
capacity, allowing third parties access to the
network in line with applicable regulations. The
investment approval was granted at the board
meeting held on Monday, the company said.

The project will strengthen the natural gas
pipeline network along India’s southern coast,
connecting gas infrastructure in Kerala with
demand centres in southern Tamil Nadu.

IOC board clears
`2,449 crore gas
pipeline project

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Tata Steel is looking to have a dis-
cussion with the UK Government
to discuss issues being faced in
timely implementation of the elec-
tric arc furnace (EAF) project at Port
Talbot, the company’s CEO TV
Narendran said.

The company official noted that
there is no delay from Tata Steel in
construction of 3.2 million tonne
project being set up at an invest-
ment of 1.25 billion pounds.

“We are in conversation with the
UK Government to say let’s have a
discussion on what can be done,”
Narendran told media on the side-
lines of the 53rd National
Management Convention organ-
ised by All India Management
Association (AIMA).

He made the remarks while
replying to a question on the future
course of action for the UK project,
which is facing delays in securing
power supply. In August, Narendran
had said Tata Steel UK is expecting
to secure access to electricity for its
3.2 million tonne electric arc
furnace by 2029.

In May 2024, Tata Steel signed a
connection offer with the Electricity

System Operator (ESO). The agree-
ment involves National Grid build-
ing new electrical infrastructure
capable of powering the 3.2 million
tonne electric arc furnace by the
end of 2027.

The project — being built at 500
million pounds of Government
support — aims to reduce site-level
CO2 emissions by 90 per cent —
equivalent to 5 million tonnes
annually. On whether Tata Steel has
sought fresh funds from the UK
Government, Narendran, without
denying, said “it is too early to say
where we are but there is a conver-
sation to share with them regard-
ing concerns.”

On the outlook for the sector, he
said while international markets
are still struggling, India is witness-
ing a rising demand.

MoSPI Secretary Saurabh Garg

Tata Steel wants discussion
with UK Govt over delayed
EAF project: Narendran



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Ichinomiya (Japan)

The Indian men’s badminton
team blanked Bangladesh 3-0

to enter the quarterfi-
nals of the Asian Games

here on Monday.
The trio of

Lakshya Sen, Ayush
Shetty and K Srikkanth did not
drop a single game in a dom-
ineering performance to set up
a clash with hosts Japan on

Tuesday.
The women’s team will also

be playing Japan in the last-

eight stage. Lakshya was the
first to take the court on
Monday, up against Ibn Ayman

Jaman, and it took him
less than half an hour to
clinch a 21-4 21-12 win,
which set the tone for
India. Next up was
Ayush Shetty against
Gourab Singh and he
too got the job done in
25 minutes, closing it 21-
4 21-13 in another facile

win for the country.
Srikanth then made sure

that the doubles matches
need not take place as he
romped to a 21-15 21-9 triumph
over Jumar Al Amin in a 23-
minute contest.

Lakshya said the match may
have been a lopsided but was
important in the larger
scheme of things.

“It was important for me to
get to know the conditions.
Yeah, on paper it was not a
very tough match, but the
first match can be very tricky.
So I just came in with the
approach to just get a good
start and then find my rhythm
and adjust to the court. Once
I knew I was winning the
match, it was more about
getting to know the court
better,” he said. 
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The 20th Asian Games will official-
ly get underway in Aichi-Nagoya,
Japan, on September 19, bringing
together the best sporting talent
from across the continent. For
India, the immediate objective is
obvious, build on the historic per-
formance in Hangzhou and once
again establish itself among Asia’s
leading sporting nations.

But the Asian Games represent
something larger than a collection
of medals. For India, success in
Nagoya is also about positioning
itself within Asia, not merely as an
economic, technological or geopo-
litical power, but as a country
whose sporting capabilities increas-
ingly match its broader ambitions.

At the Hangzhou Asian Games,
held in 2023 after being postponed
from 2022, India crossed the 100-
medal mark for the first time,
winning a record 106 medals, includ-
ing 28 gold. It finished fourth in the
medal standings, behind the conti-
nent’s traditional sporting giants
China, Japan and South Korea. 

That fourth-place finish is signif-
icant. China, Japan and South Korea
have for decades represented the
gold standard of Asian sport. Their
sporting ecosystems, infrastruc-
ture, coaching systems and Olympic
traditions are deeply established.
India breaking into that group,
even if a little behind the top three,
is an important marker of its chang-
ing sporting profile.

The significance of Hangzhou

was not simply that India won 106
medals. India had been winning
respectable numbers of medals at
the Asian Games for several editions.
What changed was the scale and
particularly the number of gold
medals. Twenty-eight golds helped
India finish ahead of Iran, Uzbekistan
and Indonesia and firmly establish
itself as the fourth-ranked sporting
nation in Asia at the Games.

This improvement has not hap-
pened by accident. An improved
medal tally since the 2006 Asian
Games is a reflection of progressive
investment India has made in a
group of sports that have become
the backbone of its international
ambitions: shooting, wrestling,
boxing, badminton and athletics
among them. Athletics, in particu-
lar, has traditionally been an area
where India performs considerably
better at the Asian Games than at
the Olympics.

The competition should also not
be dismissed simply because the
Olympics remain the ultimate
benchmark. In sports such as shoot-
ing, wrestling, boxing and bad-
minton, the Asian Games bring
together an extraordinary concen-

tration of world-class talent. China,
Japan and South Korea, among
others, are formidable opponents.
A gold medal in such an environ-
ment is therefore not merely a con-
tinental achievement; it is valuable
preparation for the Olympics.

But there is another dimension
to this success that deserves
greater attention: soft power.

Sport has always been one of the
most visible expressions of nation-
al capability. Countries use sport-
ing success to project confidence,
organisational capacity and nation-
al identity. The Asian Games are
particularly important for India
because they provide a stage on
which it competes directly with the
countries that dominate the wider
Asian geopolitical landscape.

China’s sporting supremacy rein-
forces its image as a global power.
Japan’s Olympic tradition and
sporting infrastructure comple-
ment its technological and eco-
nomic standing. South Korea’s
success in sports sits alongside its
extraordinary influence in technol-
ogy, entertainment and culture.

India’s rise is not confined to its
economy, technology, space pro-

gramme or diplomatic influence.
It is also becoming visible on the
sporting field and that can be
further sustained by a strong per-
formance in the Asian Games.

The Commonwealth Games
provide another indication of this
trajectory. India finished fourth at
Glasgow 2026 with 39 medals,
despite a heavily reduced pro-
gramme that excluded several of
its traditional strengths. The Asian
Games, however, are a much more
meaningful test of India’s standing
because the field represents its
own neighbourhood and includes
the sporting powerhouses against
whom India must ultimately
measure itself.

There is, nevertheless, an impor-
tant caveat. India has established
itself as a significant power at the
Asian Games and Commonwealth
Games, but it has not yet convert-
ed that strength into equivalent
Olympic success. The Olympics
remain a different level of compe-
tition, both in depth and pressure.

That conversion must ultimate-
ly be the objective. A short-term
Olympic target of 12-15 medals
and a place inside the top 20 over

the next 2-3 editions would repre-
sent a significant breakthrough. 

Nagoya, therefore, should not be
viewed simply through the ques-
tion of whether India can surpass
106 medals. That would be an
important achievement, but the
larger question is whether India
can consolidate its position among
Asia’s leading sporting nations.

A strong fourth-place finish or,
better still, a move into the top three
would have significance beyond the
medal table. It would demonstrate
that India’s emergence as a major
Asian power is increasingly visible
in another arena.

The Olympics remain the pinna-
cle of sport. But the Asian Games
are Asia’s sporting mirror. And if
India can continue to see itself near
the top of that mirror, it will
strengthen not only its sporting
confidence, but also the image of
India as one of the continent’s
leading powers.

The writer is a sports management consultant
with over a decade of experience in sports

promotion and development. His work across
both the private and government sectors gives

him a well-rounded view of India’s 
sports ecosystem

BRIEFLY

“I can now die happily,” an emotional Suchika Tariyal said on
Monday after becoming India’s first Asian Games medal
winner in Mixed Martial Arts. The 36-year-old Suchika settled
for a bronze in the women’s traditional 60kg mixed martial
arts event as Singapore’s Hui Hoon Teo was awarded the
semifinal on the basis of her lesser weight after the two
fighters drew a fiercely-contested bout.

“This is more than my life. I will never forget that I came to
Japan and got a medal for my country. I can now happily die,”
Suchika, who hails from Kiloi village in Haryana’s Rohtak
district, told PTI in an exclusive interaction after her bout. “I
have played in Commonwealth Games (2022) in judo, where I
missed the fight of the bronze. So, I wanted to get a medal for
my country, so that people know me. I am also a world
champion in Jiu-Jitsu. And I also played Asian Games in
Kurash, but I could not get a medal there. Then I got a second
chance to represent myself here,” she said. (PTI)

Srihari Nataraj finished a disappointing 10th in the 50m
backstroke final at the Asian Games as Indian swimmers
endured another forgettable day with most of them failing
to make it beyond the heats here on Monday.

Nataraj, a two-time Olympian, clocked 25.52 seconds to
finish last in the final, slower than his 25.37-second effort in
the heats earlier in the day.

China’s Jiayu Xu smashed the Games record enroute the
gold medal. He clocked 24.04 to erase Japanese
swimmer Junya Koga’s mark of 24.28 set at the Incheon
edition in 2014.

Nataraj had clocked 25.37 seconds, the same as Iran’s
Homer Abbasi, to finish third in his heat and joint ninth
overall and qualify for the final.

The 25-year-old, competing in his third Asian Games,
has a personal best of 25.18 seconds in the event,
which he set in Belgrade in June 2021. (PTI)

This bronze medal is more
than my life: Suchika Tariyal

Asian Games: Srihari finishes
10th in 50m backstroke final
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PHILEM DIPAK SINGH 
n Nagoya 

India’s Mixed Martial Arts
fighter Varun Sanyal on
Monday revealed that his
blackout during a sauna
session at the ongoing
Asian Games was proba-
bly caused by a “foolish”
solo attempt at cutting
weight but hinted that he
did not do it out of choice.

Sanyal was on Sunday
forced to withdraw from
the Asian Games MMA
competition without com-
peting even once after
exhaustion and dehydra-
tion caused him to pass
out during a sauna
session. He was declared
medically unfit for event.

“I came here on two

weeks’ notice, I found out
relatively late. I obviously
had a bunch of accommo-
dation issues, and then I
was all by myself on a
weight cut. In retrospect,
that was quite foolish of
me to do,” Sanyal, son of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Economic Advisory
Council member Sanjeev
Sanyal said. (PTI )

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Toyota 

India’s women’s and men’s
table tennis teams advanced to
the quarterfinals of the Asian
Games following identical 3-0
wins over their respective
Pakistani rivals,  here on
Monday. The women team
swept aside Pakistan 3-0 in a
one-sided tie to top Group F for
its third win in a row while the
men’s team also bounced back
for the same scoreline. 

At the Sky Hall here, Sutirtha
Mukherjee, who won a bronze
medal in the women’s doubles
event at the last edition in
Hangzhou, got India off to a
flying start, beating Aleena

Khan 11-3, 11-3, 11-4 in just 10
minutes. Rising 17-year-old
Syndrela Das then made it 2-0
with an 11-6, 11-7, 11-5 win over
Kalsoom Khan.

Currently ranked 99th in the
ITTF women’s singles rankings,
Syndrela was rewarded for her

impressive form on the domes-
tic circuit with a call-up to the
senior side for the Asian
Games. Sreeja Akula sealed
the tie, breezing past Fatima
Khan 11-4, 11-4, 11-5 in 11 minutes
to power India into the last-
eight stage. 

SHAKYA
MITRA

Beyond the medal table: Why the Asian
Games matter to India’s place in Asia

Men’s badminton team beat Bangladesh to enter Asiad quarters Gold awaited
but shooters
deliver silver for
India at Asiad

AJAI MASAND/PHILEM DIPAK SINGH 
n Nagoya 

Gold eluded India but medals trickled
in from the shooting range for the
second successive day even as the
country’s first ever podium finish in
mixed martial arts medal became
more a tale of heartbreak than history
in Asian Games here on Monday.

Suchika Tariyal wept on the mat as
being just 700gm more than
Singaporean Hui Hoon Teo in the
morning weigh-in prevented her from
making the summit clash after a bitter-
ly-contested semifinal ended drawn.
She had to settle for bronze, which was
India’s first ever in the combat sport but
one that could have been bettered.

The Indian’s slightly higher weight
proved decisive as technical rules
allowed the lighter competitor to
move ahead in case of a draw. India’s
overall tally stood at six medals, four
silver and two bronze.

The focus was shooting range where
three medals — two silver a bronze —
were added to the kitty. Himanshu
Dhillon and Rudrankksh Patil held
their nerve in a gripping shootout to
win the individual silver and bronze in
men’s 10m air rifle after combining with
Parth Mane to fetch team silver. (PTI )

Public should ask why I did
weight cut alone: Varun

Indian women’s, men’s TT team
advance to quarterfinals of Asiad 
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AACCRROOSSSS

1 In London, place a hundred on account

(5)

6 Clean up for the lubbers! (5)

9 Go down as the originator (7)

10 Tenor and doctor, unusually fit (5)

11 The overseer’s poetic part (5)

12 A stony mug (5)

13 The leaseholder’s occupation (7)

15 A little cough, merely marginal (3)

17 Travellers’ game (4)

18 The charm of a cash incentive (6)

19 Discuss the toss? (5)

20 Canter around in a dream (6)

22 Rose can be very tender (4)

24 Bad boy? (3)

25 Comparatively slight bit of bother

outside the pub (7)

26 Is in an ermine coat at times (5)

27 She takes me out for fresh air (5)

28 Drink a saint unconscious! (5)

29 Easily impressed by credit cards, say (7)

30 Confused, at some times outwardly shy

(5)

31 There could be a number (5)

DDOOWWNN

2 Timely restriction on a cad having more

than a couple! (6)

3 Brief absence when one is below par

(3,3)

4 Nothing in the New Testament is

negative (3)

5 Opportunity to finish in concert (5)

6 Check out some villas in town (7)

7 Laurence’s bird (4)

8 Entertainer without a roof over his head

(6)

12 Hit twenty (5)

13 Too nice to be tatty, exactly? (5)

14 Formerly, in India, a form of “bwana”?

(5)

15 Indian lake (5)

16 It measures a short line, not the whole

underground (5)

18 Anything that upsets a thug (5)

19 Injury leading to a lively second half in

keen style (7)

21 Go round with a list at half term (6)

22 Pinch the nose (6)

23 Never accept rubbish (6)

25 Resembling the pansy, it has yellow

flowers (5)

26 Drinks very little (4)

28 It’s wrong when you take an exam (3)

AACCRROOSSSS  

3, S-coo-t 

8, Meths 

10, Rider 

11, Coo 

12, Groat 

13,Crow-Ned 

15, C-link 

18, Ma-n 

19, S-L-edge 

21, NE-p-tune 

22, Moon

23, Pa’s-T 

24, Get well 

26, Lath-es 

29, Dr-y 

31, Ether 

32, Forward

34, AM-man 

35, Ova 

36, Garda 

37, Po-Ems 

38, SN-OO-p

DAILY SUDOKU

SOLUTION (21.9.26)HOW TO SOLVE IT 
Sudoku is a logic

puzzle where you fill

a 9×9 grid so that

numbers 1 to 9

appear once in every

row, column, and 3×3

box, using elimination

and logical deduction-

no maths involved.

DDOOWWNN  

1, D-EC-ry 

2, Show-men 

4, Co-R-d 

5, O-racle 

6, Title 

7,Being 

9, To-o 

12, Gent-Les 

14, Nap 

16, Ideal 

17, Keats 

19, SNowdo-N 

20, Emile 

21, North 

23, Plywood 

24, German 

25, E-rr 

27,Atlas 

28, Heads 

30, Frame 

32, Far-o 

33, Ave

g SOLUTION (21.9.26)



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Rajkot

Yashbardhan Chauhan’s 122
and VK Vineeth’s 87 shaped a
massive 103-run victory for
India in the second Youth ODI
against Australia as the hosts
took an unassailable 2-0 lead
in the three-match U-19 series
here on Monday.

Riding on Chauhan’s ton,
Vineeth’s half-century and
vital contributions from
Aaryavir Sehwag (47) and
Kushagra Ojha (34), India U-
19 posted a huge first-innings
total of 341 for seven here at
the Niranjan Shah Stadium.

In reply, the visitors were
shot out for a mere 238 in 41.1
overs. India had won the
rain-truncated opening Youth
ODI, which was reduced to
20-overs-per-side affair, by
seven runs. 

The third and final Youth

ODI will be played here on
Wednesday before the two
teams face-off in a two-match
series for four-day Youth Tests
here. With a massive total on
board, India used as many as
seven bowling options to
keep Australia under pump.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Sano (Japan)

Legend has it that on June 25, 1863,
when the first ever documented cricket
match was held on Japanese soil in the
city of Yokohama, it was a ploy by local
merchants to save themselves from an
anticipated samurai attack.

They had sought help from the
British merchant and Royal Navy sailors
under the guise of a cricket match in
which the fleet team played with
“arms handy”. The anticipated attack
never took place but the match was
duly completed, according to the
archives of the Yokohoma Country
and Athletic Club that was founded in
1868. On September 22, 2026, when the
Japanese national men’s cricket team
takes on India, the complete mis-
match between the competing nations
would be hidden under the veneer of
diplomacy and commerce.

The match scheduled at Sano, 100
km from Tokyo, which is now deemed
as “Japanese Cricket Capital”, will be
an experience of a lifetime for the 11
players, most of whom are second gen-
eration Japanese citizens of dual her-
itage. Skipper Kendel Kadowaki-
Fleming and his brother Alester
Kadowaki-Fleming have Australian
lineage, so does Declan Suzuki-
McComb. 

Then there is Ibrahim Takahashi, an
off-spinner, whose father is from
Islamabad and had once taken the
wicket of former Pakistan batter

Muhammed Wasim in a club game.
Japan Cricket Association’s total

spending on all forms of cricket isn’t
more than USD two million annually
while India’s T20 skipper Shreyas Iyer’s
2026 IPL salary stood at USD 3.15
million. The difference couldn’t be
starker as Japan get their much-
awaited moment under the sun with
the hope that the game’s impact
extends well beyond the field of play
in a country that loves baseball.

The match was announced recent-
ly and is being accommodated ahead
of India’s Asian Games campaign in
Aichi-Nagoya, launching celebrations
of the 75 years of India-Japan diplo-

matic  relat ions.
India are the reign-
ing T20 World Cup
champions while
Japan are ranked
41st, making it a no
contest on paper.
But beyond the sta-
tistics, the game pre-
sents an opportunity of
a lifetime for Japanese
cricketers to rub
shoulders with
the best in

the business.
A typhoon threat looms large on the

landmark game but even if a ball is not
bowled, the scheduled fixture has
already made an impact in a country
where cricket is pushing to emerge
from the margins and become main-
stream like baseball.

“There’s been an awful lot going on
in the background of Japan cricket for
many, many years, and it’s great now
that we are above sea level, I guess,
and we’re actually visible to a few
more people,” said Japanese Cricket
Association COO Alan Curr said
ahead of the game.

“A lot of the success has almost
already happened. The fact that India

has agreed to come, the fact that I’m
sitting here talking to you guys, the fact

that there’s already a lot of Japanese
media coming tomorrow to find

out more about this game and
about the sport — I think success
is already here,” he added.

It also helps that that cricket
is being played in the ongoing
Asian Games as well, raising

more awareness for the general
public in Japan. 

The match will be played at Sano
International Cricket Ground,

roughly 100km from the
bustling city of Tokyo

where the Indian
cricket team

landed on
Sunday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Tokyo

India playing a bilateral T20 in Japan
shows cricket has been successful in
expanding into unchartered territories,
said their skipper Shreyas Iyer on Monday
ahead of the historic game against the
host nation. India will play Japan in
Sano for the first international fixture
between the two nations, launching the
celebration for 75 years of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two Asian countries.

India arrived here on Sunday ahead of
Tuesday’s game before heading to
Nagoya for the Asia Games. It is unusual
for Indian cricketers to visit a country like
Japan where cricket remains on margins.

“No, I never thought about it, but yes,
I mean, cricket is picking up in every
country now, and all the teams are
becoming dominant in their own ways,
so I’m sure this will be an exciting match

as well tomorrow,” said Iyer.
Incessant rain meant India had to

cancel their training session before the
game.  The match will be held in Sano,
roughly 100 kms from Tokyo.

“It’s beautiful. The time we landed, we
saw the people, very cordial, generous,
and helpful in nature, which we see it
back at home as well. The hospitality is
brilliant,” said Iyer.

“It’s too early to talk about it, but I’ve
heard special things from people about
Japan as a country and Tokyo as a city as
well, so looking forward to explore
more.” Iyer and the players are looking
forward to the on field action weather
permitting. “Yes, it is going to be a
thrilling and exciting match for us. This
is the first time we will be playing Japan,
and I don’t know much about the condi-
tions, the wicket, but looking forward to
have a great match,” he added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Kakamigahara (Japan)

The troika of destructive young
forward Deepika Sehrawat, Rutuja
Dadaso Pisal and Navneet Kaur
fired a hat-trick each as the Indian
women’s hockey team hammered
Indonesia 17-1 to register its second
consecutive Pool B win at the
Asian Games here on Monday.

The 22-year-old Deepika (8th,
28th, 40th minutes), who scored
eight goals in India’s 19-0 drubbing
of Uzbekistan in the lung-opener,
converted three penalty corners,
while  Rutuja Dadaso Pisal (15th,
20th, 38th) found the net thrice
from field play.

Navneet’s goals came in the
35th, 56th and 57th minutes.

In addition, Sunelita Toppo (11th,
30th), Lalremsiami (12th, 16th) and
Sakshi Rana (25th, 57th), scored a
brace each while skipper Salima
Tete (35th) Ishika Chaudhary (36th)

also found the net once.
Indonesia’s solitary goal was

scored by Innes Aditiya in the
32nd minute. India will next place
Thailand on Wednesday.

After the resounding 19-0 thrash-
ing of Uzbekistan on Sunday, the
Indians made a steady start.

India had the first chance in the
fourth minute in the form of a

penalty stroke but Navneet’s
attempt was saved by the
Indonesia goalkeeper.

It was Deepika who gave India
the lead by converting a penalty
corner in the eighth minute.

The goal opened the floodgates
as Sunelita doubled the lead three
minutes later, tapping in a pass
from Neha.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Nisshin (Japan)

India’s undisputed conti-
nental supremacy is
expected to remain intact
but a spirited Sri Lanka
would aim to present a

strong challenge when the
two teams clash in yet
another Asian Games
women’s cricket final, here
on Tuesday.

Both the Indian women
and men are certain to
stand on the top of the

podium again and only a
very bad day in office can

stop them from doing so. The
Harmanpreet Kaur-led side

comes into the final on the
back of two commanding wins
over Japan and Bangladesh.

With a gold on Tuesday,
India would extend their

supremacy in the region
after outplaying Sri Lanka in
the Asia Cup final earlier
this month.

Sri Lanka have beaten
India in the past but the

gulf between India and the other
Asian team has only increased in
recent past. A sublime 50-ball 82
from captain Chamari Athapaththu
helped Sri Lanka got over the line
in a challenging chase against
Pakistan. Sri Lanka will surely
need more moments of brilliance
if they are to down India who are
firing on all cylinders.

The openers, especially Shafali
Verma, are in devastating touch
while the management continues

to experiment with the number
three spot.

G Kamalini batted at three in the
semifinal against Bangladesh while
Bharti Fulmali was tried in the
same position against Japan.

Kamalini, who is yet to fire in the
tournament, opened with Shafali
in quarters. Captain Harmanpreet
Kaur was far from her best in the
Asia Cup and her fans would be
hoping that she returns to her
fluent ways in the final.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Chennai

Chennai Super Kings on Monday named
former India pace great Zaheer Khan as
their new head coach for the upcoming
season.

Zaheer replaced Stephen Fleming, who
was at helm for 18 seasons.

“Welcoming Zaheer Khan as the Head
Coach of Chennai Super Kings,” CSK
announced on ‘X’.

“It’s an honour to be a part of one of the
most successful teams in the history of the
IPL. As a cricketer, I have faced CSK on the
field and have thoroughly enjoyed the con-
tests. The atmosphere created by the
Superfans at Chepauk make it even more
special,” Zaheer was quoted as saying in
a press release issued by the franchise.

“I can’t wait to join the legacy franchise
with such a rich history.”

The soon-to-be 48 Zaheer played 92
Tests, 200 ODIs and 17 T20Is for India. He
was the highest wicket-taker during the
historic 2011 World Cup campaign with 21
scalps.

Zaheer had mentored the Lucknow
Super Giants during the 2024 season.

Fleming had announced last year in July
that he was parting ways with the five-time
champion side.

It is understood that CSK’s cricket man-
agement committee comprises MS Dhoni,
skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad and owner Rupa
Gurunath wanted an Indian coach this
time.

In the IPL, Zaheer played 100 matches
and turned to coaching roles post his retire-
ment.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Lahore

Former Pakistan captain Mohammad
Rizwan has been denied permission by
the country’s Cricket Board (PCB) to hold
a media conference regarding investi-
gations by the National Cyber Crimes
Investigation Agency pertaining to his
involvement with regards to online
betting and gambling.

A reliable source said that Rizwan had
twice last week approached the PCB to
get permission to speak to the media
but on both occasions, he was denied
the required permission. Since he was
called back home midway from the tour
of England along with senior team-
mates, Imam-ul-Haq and Salman Ali
Agha, Rizwan has been in the limelight
after the NCCIA questioned him over a
matter involving online betting and
gambling and his financial transactions.

Rizwan and Imam both had their
phones confiscated during the second
Test at Lord’s and they are now being
forensically examined by the NCCIA.

The PCB has yet to make a clear state-
ment on the matter but the source said
Rizwan had approached the board for

permission to interact with the media
as he wanted to clear the air and give
his side of the story.

“Rizwan wanted the PCB to permit
him to speak with the media and
explain the situation to them as he
pointed out there was a lot of confu-
sion and speculation about the matter,”
the source said. Normally any central-
ly contracted player with the board
can’t speak to the media or make public
statements without first getting clear-
ance from PCB. While Rizwan has
been in limelight his teammate, Imam
who is also facing a probe for alleged-
ly over playing an injury, which didn’t
allow him to go out to bat in both
innings of Lord’s Test, has kept low
profile.

War, diplomacy and history: India
meet Japan in Land of Rising Sun

Never thought would be playing in
Japan, cricket is picking up: Iyer

Another women’s cricket gold awaits
superior India in final against Sri Lanka

Deepika, Rutuja, Navneet fire hat-tricks to
power India to 17-1 win over Indonesia

Chauhan’s ton fuels U19 team’s 103-run
win, India take unassailable 2-0 lead

INDIA A VS AUSTRALIA
A: SAI SUDHARSAN TO
OPEN, OFF-SPINNER
KOTIAN IN FOCUS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Puducherry

A fit-again Sai Sudharsan will once again
open the innings for India A with an aim of
clinching the reserve opener’s slot for the
tour of New Zealand when hosts take on
Australia A in the opening four-day first-class
game starting Tuesday.

For Australia A, a number of Test team
hopefuls are on the tour, including openers
Sam Konstas, Nathan McSweeney, spinner
Todd Murphy and pacer Jhye Richardson.

Sudharsan, who batted at No. 3 in his
seven Test appearances for India, had
opened during India A’s tour of Sri Lanka
where he scored 132 and 168 in the two first-
class matches against Sri Lanka ‘A’ before
missing the Test series due to fractured foot
that required extensive six weeks of reha-
bilitation at the Centre of Excellence in
Bengaluru.

Devdutt Padikkal, who is captaining the
India A team, has now cemented his place
in the Test squad as one down batter with
two hundreds in the last series in Sri
Lanka. Hence Sudharsan, who had started
opening from the last ‘A’ series, will like to
start off against Australia A from where he
left in the preceding series versus Sri Lanka
A. Apart from Sudharsan, other opener vying
for that reserve slot is Aman Mokhade who
failed to convert his starts in Sri Lanka.

PCB denies Rizwan to speak to media

on betting and gambling charges

Zaheer is new Chennai
Super Kings head coach
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