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Hamami probe widens in Australia

Social media posts reportedly linked to the pllOt are drawing scrutiny as mvestlgators reconstruct his history

B I

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Australian authorities have
opened an investigation into
the time the Omani national
accused of attempting to seize
control of a flydubai passen-
ger aircraft, spent in the
country.

Australian police told the
media on Sunday that inves-
tigators were examining back-
ground and activities during
of Hamam al-Hamami during
his time in the country. The
inquiry is being conducted in
coordination with State police
agencies and Australia’s
national security authorities
as officials work to establish
his movements, associations
and activities while he was
living there.

Akey question for countert-
errorism investigators is
whether Hamami was
exposed to extremist ideolo-
gy or underwent a process of
radicalisation during his years
in Australia, according to ABC.

Hamami entered Australia
on astudentvisa in 2014 and
studied there between 2015
and 2017, according to
reports. Authorities later can-
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Dubai Crown Prince Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum visiting Captain
Smit Machchhar at a hospital in Abu Dhabi, UAE on Friday GOVERNMENT OF DUBAI MEDIA OFFICE

celed his visa in 2019 after
determining that he was no
longer engaged in active
studies and had not com-
plied with the conditions
attached to his stay.

His previous connection to
Australia has attracted
renewed international scruti-
ny following the incident
involving the flydubai aircraft
on September 30. Hamami

was arrested after the plane
made an emergency landing
and remains in the custody of
Saudi authorities, where he is
being questioned.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

NETANYAHU HAILS
CAPTAIN SMIT

New Delhi: Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Saturday
spoke over the phone to
Indian pilot Smit
Machchhar and called
him a “hero of the entire
world” for foiling an
alleged attempt by the
co-pilot to crash an
Israel-bound flight.
During the call, he
invited Captain
Machchhar and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to light the ceremonial
flame at Israel’s
Independence Day
ceremony.

“It's our highest
honour that we give on
our Independence Day.
It's usually reserved for
Israeli citizens, but |
think here in this case,
all the citizens of Israel
will embrace you. They
do now, and they will
then too. So we hope to
see you very soon in
Israel,” Netanyahu told
Machchhar over the

phone on Saturday.
CONTINUED ON >> P4
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Delhi, Mumbai turn up the
heat on CEC with protests

e ByStander
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KARNATAKA: FORM-7
ROW INTENSIFIES

An FIR has been registered at
Vyalikaval Police Station in
Bengaluru following a complaint
alleging that 778 “false” Form-7
applications were submitted during
the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls. The
complaint, filed by Congress leader
Anoop lyengar, alleges that
applications were submitted in
Ward 64 of Malleshwaram
constituency claiming voters were
absent or had permanently shifted,
despite allegedly continuing to
reside there. Meanwhile, BJP State
president BY Vijayendra alleged
that the State Government was
pressuring police to register cases
against BJP workers over Form-7.

DELHI POLICE ACCUSED
OF SEXUAL HARRASMENT

Three women journalists have
alleged sexual harassment by
police personnel during a protest
against Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar at
Jantar Mantar on October 3,
prompting the Delhi Police to
transfer their complaints to the
Crime Branch for an impartial
enquiry, an officer said on
Sunday. One of the journalists
alleged that Assistant
Commissioner of Police Vivek
Bhagat sexually assaulted her
while she was covering the
protest. She said police were
detaining protesters and no
women personnel were present
at the spot. After she questioned
the ACP about the absence of
women officers, he allegedly
assaulted and pushed her, she
alleged. The journalist said she
and others went to a police
station to lodge a complaint but
no FIR was registered.

ABHINAV KUMAR JHA
M New Delhi/Mumbai

The national Capital and
Mumbai witnessed major
protests for the third day in
a row on Sunday as thou-
sands gathered in Jantar
Mantar in Delhi and for a
march in Mumbai lead by the
Thackeray cousins demand-
ing resignation of the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar. The Delhi
Police registered three FIRs
against protestors on
Sunday.

On Sunday morning in
Delhi, protestors began
gathering near Andhra
Bhawan Circle on Ashoka
Road and marched towards
Jantar Mantar raising
slogans against the Election
Commission of India (ECI).
Police stopped the protest
with heavy barricading and
detained several protest-
ers, including Neha Bora of
AISA. She was later released
40km away at the Narela
Industrial Area police
station without her phone
and bag, AISA members
claimed. AISA members had
claimed that the student
leader was picked up by the

AISA national president Neha Bora and social activist Anjali
Bhardwaj lead student activists marching towards Jantar

Mantar on Sunday

PTI

Delhi Police in a private
vehicle in the absence of
women police officers,
calling it a violation of pro-
cedure.

Separately, more than a
dozen AAP workers were
detained while protesting at
India Gate. Delhi AAP leader
Saurabh Bhardwaj accused
officers of manhandling
him, saying, “They are
picking me up and throwing
me around like I am a foot-
ball. If this is how they treat
politicians and journalists,
justimagine how they must

treat the general public.”
AAP’s Arvind Kejriwal
posted on X, “This is
absolutely shocking. Modi ji
has left even Hitler behind.”
In Mumbai, thousands
joined the Garjana march
from Metro Cinema to the
BMC headquarters, with
Opposition leaders alleging
the ECI was undermining
voters’ right to choose their
Government through
random addition and dele-
tion of names from
electoral rolls.
CONTINUED ON >> P4

BJP NAMES
TWO FOR
RS POLLS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

BJP on Sunday announced
names of its candidates for
Rajya Sabha polls, fielding
Rukmini Mallick from West
Bengal and Dinesh Arya
from Uttarakhand. The
names of the candidates
have been approved by the
BJP central election com-
mittee, the party said.

Elections to 12 Rajya Sabha
seats across Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and West
Bengal will be held on
October16. The elections will
cover 10 seats from Uttar
Pradesh and one from
Uttarakhand, where the
terms of the sitting members
end on November 25, along
with a bypoll to one seat
from West Bengal.

In Uttarakhand, BJP
member Naresh Bansal’s
term is coming to an end.
The West Bengal bypoll was
necessitated by the resigna-
tion of Rukmini Mallick, who
is popularly known as Koel
Mallick, on July 16. The actor-
turned-politician had recent-
ly switched to the BJP from
the TMC. The BJP has a clear
majority in the West Bengal
Assembly.

took time to get over,
eyes Olympic

Union Minister of External Affairs S Jaishankar during the
Raisina Forum for Future of Diplomacy 2026, in New Delhi

on Sunday

(e

o

PTI

West Asia

livelihoods: EAM

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

Union Minister of External
Affairs S Jaishankar has
warned that the continuing
conflict in West Asia is dis-
rupting energy and trade
flows, putting pressure on
household expenses,
employment and livelihoods
as global prices of fuel, food
and fertilisers rise.
Addressing the 62nd
Munich Security Conference,
Jaishankar said the immedi-
ate challenge for India was
the disruption to energy sup-
plies and international trade
caused by the conflict. He
noted that energy markets
had become highly volatile,
creating wider economic
consequences for countries
dependent on imports.
ForIndia, the impactis par-
ticularly significant because
of its reliance on supplies
from the wider West Asian
region. Jaishankar said New
Delhi wanted the uninter-
rupted movement of energy,
goods and people to be
restored, stressing that coun-
tries far removed from the
conflict were also bearing its

crisis hits

economic costs.

The minister also
expressed hope that any
eventual outcome would
remain consistent with inter-
national law. The conflict,
which began on February
28 with US and Israeli attacks
on Iran, has contributed to
heightened pressure in
global energy markets.
Disruptions around the Strait
of Hormuz and continuing
instability affecting shipping
through the Red Sea have
added to concerns over
supply chains and trans-
portation costs.

India has responded by
expanding its sourcing
options and diversifying
energy supplies. The
country has been procuring
crude and other resources
from multiple suppliers,
including the US and
Venezuela, in an effort to
reduce exposure to disrup-
tions from any single region.

India’s purchases of
Russian energy have also
risen substantially since the
Russia-Ukraine war began
in 2022.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

GST COUNCIL
MAY EASE
TAX RULES

RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi

The GST Council is likely to
consider sweeping process
reforms on Wednesday to
make tax compliance easier
for businesses, including
raising the monetary thresh-
old for criminal prosecution,
reducing maximum imprison-
ment for some offences,
giving courts greater discre-
tion on imprisonments and
fines, allowing small e-com-
merce sellers to use platform
warehouses for GST registra-
tion and protecting genuine
buyers’ input tax credit.

The proposals, which have
been deliberated by the Law

FILE

Representative image

Committee of the GST
Council, will be placed before
the council at its October 7
meeting. While there is
broad agreement on revising
the prosecution and punish-
ment provisions, the commit-
tee could not reach a consen-
sus on whether the power to
arrest under the GST law
should be retained. The pro-
posals also seek to narrow
the scope of prosecution
provisions so they do not
apply to routine disputes
over classification, valuation
or Input Tax Credit, where
businesses and tax authori-
ties may hold differing inter-
pretations of the same trans-
action, source said.
CONTINUED ON >> P4
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Bypoll campaign ends across West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Assam

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Kolkata/Chennai/Guwahati

A high-decibel campaign for
bypolls to the Nandigram
and Rejinagar Assembly con-
stituencies in West Bengal
drew to a close on Sunday
evening, as political parties
made a final push to woo
voters.

The Assembly bypoll cam-
paign in the two reserved
constituencies in Tamil Nadu
and a high-octane campaign
for the Nagaon Lok Sabha
bypoll in Assam also ended
on Sunday.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph V||ay during a roadshow
for the upcoming Dharapuram Assembly constituency by-

election, in Dharapuram, Tamil

Nadu PTI
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A dazzling goodbye as Nagoya brings the A5|an Games to a close

PHILEM DIPAK SINGH M Nagoya

A dazzling light and
musical show, sprinkled
with a vibrant display of
Japan’s culture and hospi-
tality, brought the curtains
down on the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games as the host
country pulled off a spec-
tacular closing ceremony
here on Sunday.

After more than two weeks
ofintense competition, which
had produced more than 350
records, including at least
50 world records, the athletes
of the 45 countries of Asia
joined the festive atmos-
phere at the Mizuho Park
Athletic Stadium to mark the
end of the Games marred by
logistical troubles and mis-
management in the build-up.

The closing ceremony
lasted 90 minutes.

India finished at the fourth
place on the medal table

with 85 medals (21 gold, 27
silver, 37 bronze), 21 less
than the last edition in
Hangzhou, China.

China topped the table for
the 12th consecutive edition,
finishing with 169 gold, 89
silver and 83 bronze for a
total of 341 medals, its best
haul at an overseas Asian
Games. Host Japan ended
second with 269 medals (83
gold, 95 silver and 91 bronze),
followed by South Korea with
39 gold, 43 silver and 68
bronze.

Olympic Council of Asia
President Sheikh Joaan Bin
Hamad Al Thani declared the
Games closed in the presence
of Crown Prince and Crown
Princess Akishino. The OCA
flag was later handed over to
arepresentative of the organ-
ising committee of the 2030
Asian Games in Qatar.

The section relating to OCA
flag handover to Doha fea-

-

Athletes from India walk as they leave the arena following the closing ceremony for the Asian

Games in Nagoya in Japan on Sunday

PTI

tured Qatar’s Olympic and
world champion Mutaz
Bashim.

Led by trap shooter Neeru
Dhanda, who had won two
gold and one silver in the
Games, the Indians also
joined the festive atmos-
phere. Around 30 Indian ath-
letes and officials, wearing
white and blue kits, took
part in the Athletes Parade,
waving the tricolour.

To express the closing cer-
emony’s concept of ‘One
Asia’, a hexagonal stage was
placed at the centre of the
stadium, and it was the high-
light of the show. It was
adorned with lanterns, a
quintessential symbol of
Japanese summer, during
the grand finale.

OCA President Sheikh
Joaan Bin Hamad Al Thani
said the Aichi-Nagoya Asian
Games have raised the bar
for Asian sport.

“I'now declared the Aichi-
Nagoya Asian Games oOffi-
cially closed,” Al Thani said.

“Tonight, as we lower the
flag on Aichi-Nagoya 2026,
we close these Games, but
we raise the bar for Asian
sport. The flame may be
extinguished, but the hopes
it has ignited will continue to
burn brightly across our con-
tinent,” he said.

“We have witnessed
remarkable comebacks, last-
second victories and dra-
matic near-misses. We have
celebrated the rise of new
teenage superstars and sea-
soned champions as they
added to their impressive
legacies.

“We have seen athletes
battle through adversity and
injury to claim victory and
opponents demonstrate
incredible sportsmanship
and respect.”

CONTINUED ON >> P4
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CITY

CAQM flags 17 dust
violations on Rlng Road

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Commuters travelling along
Delhi’s Ring Road could soon
see stricter cleaning enforce-
ment, after the Commission
for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) found 17 violations of
high visible road dust and
construction waste accumu-
lation during a surprise
inspection drive covering 35
kilometres of the Inner and
Outer Ring Road.

The inspection, conducted
on October 3, 2026, under
“Operation Clean Air,” aimed
the assess visible road dust
and check whether road-clean-
ing and sweeping operations
were being carried out effec-
tively along the Ring Road, one
of the city’s busiest and most
heavily used corridors.

For the drive, CAQM
deployed four Flying Squad
teams to inspect roads falling
under the jurisdiction of the
Public Works Department
(PWD), Delhi. Together, the
teams covered 25 road stretch-
es spanning approximately 35
kilometres across the Inner
and Outer Ring Road.

Across these stretches, the
teams documented 17
instances of highly visible
dust or accumulated
Construction and Demolition
(C&D) waste on the roads,
pointing to gaps in how reg-
ularly and effectively the con-
cerned agency was sweeping
and cleaning these sections.

CAQM said these findings
point to the need for strict

and effective implementa-
tion of prescribed road-clean-
ing, sweeping, and dust-mit-
igation measures by the
agencies responsible for
maintaining these stretches,
rather than one-off cleanups.

The Commission stressed
that regular, effective road-
cleaning and sweeping oper-
ations are critical to control-
ling road dust and preventing
passing vehicles from resus-
pending it into the air. It
noted that accumulated C&D
waste and visible dust left
along roadsides and carriage-
ways directly contribute to
this resuspension, worsening
ambient air quality for every-
one travelling or living near
these roads. This cycle
repeats every time traffic
moves over poorly main-
tained stretches.

PWD, Delhi and other con-
cerned agencies have now
been directed to take appro-
priate corrective measures
to control road dust on a pri-
ority basis. CAQM further
emphasised that road stretch-
es under these agencies’ juris-

diction must be kept clean
and dust-free through regular
sweeping, timely removal of
accumulated dust and con-
struction waste, and prompt
corrective action wherever
lapses are found.

CAQM said inspection drives
under “Operation Clean Air”
will continue across Delhi-NCR
to assess on-ground imple-
mentation of various air pollu-
tion abatement measures,
identify compliance gaps, and
ensure concerned agencies
take timely corrective steps
rather than allowing viola-
tions to persist unchecked.

For residents who use the
Ring Road daily, whether on
two-wheelers, in cars or on
foot near its carriageways,
the findings offer a rare, inde-
pendently verified snapshot
of how inconsistently dust
control measures are actual-
ly being enforced on one of
the city’s major arterial roads,
despite road dust remaining
one of the most significant
and persistent contributors to
Delhi’s poor air quality
through the year.

Delhi set to get 382

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi Power Minister Ashish
Sood said on Sunday that the
Ministry of Heavy Industries
(MHI) has approved 382 sites
for setting up electric vehicle
charging infrastructure in
the national Capital.

The Delhi Government’s
Revenue Department and
the Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) identified
456 sites for EV charging
infrastructure, of which the
MHI approved 382, Sood said
in a statement.

Under the Delhi EV Policy,
notified on June 30, all 382
sites were reassessed over
the past three months for

segment-wise deployment,
with sites categorised sepa-
rately for two-wheelers,
three-wheelers and four-
wheelers, he said.

The site-level assessment
was carried out to ensure
that Delhi’s charging network
supports upcoming statuto-
ry mandates, including 100
per cent electric registra-
tions for three-wheelers and
N1light commercial vehicles
from January 1, 2027, and
two-wheelers from April 1,
2028, Sood said.

The Government has
onboarded KPMG as the
Project Management Unit
(PMU), and the comprehen-
sive site reassessment is
complete, he said.

]
\ r
el
The Government is now
set to float a tender for the
first tranche of 160 to 180
high-readiness sites, Sood
said. He said the success of
an EV ecosystem should not
be measured merely by the
number of financial incen-

.
tives disbursed, but by the
structural transformation of
charging infrastructure on
the ground.

“By prioritising power
availability, grid feasibility
and segment-specific charg-
ing nodes, we are ensuring

S

EV charging stations

that when citizens transi-
tion to electric two-wheelers,
three-wheelers and commer-
cial vehicles, they are backed
by world-class infrastructure
across the capital,” he said.

“Delhi’s primary focus over
the last quarter has been to
lay a sustainable, future-
ready infrastructure foun-
dation that directly aligns
with the bold deadlines set
under the Delhi EV Policy
2026,” Sood said.

“A true EV revolution
cannot rely solely on short-
term financial payouts; it
requires robust, reliable and
segment-specific charging
infrastructure that elimi-
nates range anxiety for
everyday citizens,” he added.

DDA collects 2.5 tonnes waste from sports complexes

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE

Beyond the sports complexes, the

M New Delhi

The Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) has collected approximately
2.5 tonnes of waste from its sports
complexes as part of a month-long
“Swachhata Hi Seva” campaign, with
single-use plastic bottles now
banned and new segregation dust-
bins installed across these facili-
ties, officials said.

The campaign, led under the guid-
ance of Lieutenant Governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu, began on September
17, 2026, and covers DDA’s parks,
green spaces, sports complexes and
recreational facilities, focusing on
cleanliness, environmental improve-
ment, public awareness and citizen
participation. DDA officials and staff,
along with 75 RWAs, students, chil-
dren, park users and others connect-
ed to public spaces, have been

taking part in the activities.

The cleanliness drive has covered
Saket Sports Complex, Netaji Subhash
Sports Complex, Squash and
Badminton Stadium, Hari Nagar
Sports Complex, Paschim Vihar Sports
Complex, the Dwarka Sports
Complexes in Sectors 11 and 17, Major
Dhyan Chand Sports Complex,

Rashtriya Swabhiman Khel Parisar,
Poorv Delhi Khel Parisar, Chilla Sports
Complex, Yamuna Sports Complex,
Qutab Golf Course and DDA Lake View
Golf Course. Activities included clean-
ing of sports and recreational facili-
ties, parking areas, green spaces
and other public-use areas, along
with upkeep of landscaped sections.

campaign includes three special ini-
tiatives. “Children to the Green,
Learn, Care and Participate” engages
children and students in cleanli-
ness and environmental awareness
activities, encouraging them to take
responsibility for parks, trees and
natural resources. “Bin before
Overflow” focuses on regular mon-
itoring and timely emptying of dust-
bins in parks to prevent overflow, lit-
tering and unhygienic conditions.

The campaign also includes plan-
tation of native tree species and envi-
ronmental awareness activities
aimed at strengthening Delhi’s green
cover, promoting biodiversity and
improving the ecological quality of
public spaces, with awareness ses-
sions covering proper waste dispos-
al, prevention of littering, protection
of trees and plantations, and respon-
sible use of public facilities.

STATE BANK OF INDIA,

A.M.C.C. (62343), 1" Floor, NEARAGRA CHOWK,

L-121102. E-MAIL: shi.62343@sbi.co.in

(RULE - 8(1) POSSESSION NOTICE

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the State Bank of India,

STATE BANK OF INDIA,

A.M.C.C. (62343), 1" Floor, NEARAGRA CHOWK,

PALWAL-121102. E-MAIL: shi.62343@sbi.co.in

(RULE - 8(1) POSSESSION NOTICE

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the State Bank of India,

A.M.C.C. (62343) Palwal Branch, under the Securitization and Reconstruction of|
Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (No.3 of 2002) and in
exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice Dated 04/05/2026, by
calling upon the Borrower:- (1) M/S SHASHI FOOTWEAR, Proprietor - Mrs. Shashi
Garg W/o Mr. Vinod Kumar, Ground Floor, House No.1461, Ward No.23, Behind
Chaupal, Thai Mohalla, Palwal, Haryana-121102 (2) Proprietor: Mrs. Shashi Garg
W/ o Mr. Vinod Kumar, Ground Floor, House No.1461, Ward No.23, Behind Chaupal,
Thai Mohalla, Palwal, Haryana-121102 (hereinafter the borrower and guarantors are
collectively referred to as the "the Borrowers") to repay the amount mentioned in the
notice being Rs.5,65,823/- (Rupees Five Lakh Sixty Five Thousand Eight Hundred
Twenty Three Only) plus future interest all the contractual rate w.e.f. 01/05/2026
with further interest and incidental expenses, costs within 60 days from the date of|
receipt of the said notice and future interest at the contractual rate on the aforesaid
amount together with incidental expenses, costs, charges etc. thereon. The borrowers
having failed to repay the amount vide acct. n0.42283771750, notice is hereby given to
the borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of|

A.M.C.C. (62343) Palwal Branch, under the Securitization and Reconstruction of]
Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (No.3 of 2002) and in
exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice Dated 04/05/2026, by
calling upon the Borrower:- (1) M/S NAGPAL READYMADE GARMENT, Proprietor -
Mr. Manoj Kumar S/o Narayan Dass, Old G.T. Road Hodal Haryana-121106, (2)
PROPRIETOR : MR. MANOJ KUMAR S/0 NARAYAN DASS, House No0.456, Deshai
Mohalla, Ward No.17, Hodal Haryana-121106, (hereinafter the borrower and
guarantors are collectively referred to as the "the Borrowers") to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice being Rs.7,00,913/- (Rupees Seven Lakh Nine Hundred
Thirteen Only) plus future interest all the contractual rate w.e.f. 01/05/2026 with
further interest and incidental expenses, costs within 60 days from the date of
receipt of the said notice and future interest at the contractual rate on the aforesaid
amount together with incidental expenses, costs, charges etc. thereon. The borrowers
having failed to repay the amount vide acct. no.43378431563, notice is hereby given to
the borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of

Owner :-

the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-
section 4 of Section 13 of said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002 on this the 29" Day of September 2026. The Borrower/Guarantor in
particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and
any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of State Bank of India,
A.M.C.C. (62343) Palwal Branch for an amount being Rs.5,65,823/- (Rupees Five
Lakh Sixty Five Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty Three Only) plus future interest at
contractual rate w.e.f. 01/05/2026 and future interest at the contractual rate on the
aforesaid amount together with incidental expenses, costs, charges etc. thereon.

The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of

theAct, inrespect of time available to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE HYPOTHECATION OF ASSETS

M/S SHASHI FOOTWEAR, Ground Floor, House No.1461, Ward No.23,
Behind Chaupal, Thai Mohalla, Palwal, Haryana-121102.

Proprietor:- Mrs. Shashi Garg W/o Mr. Vinod Kumar, Ground Floor, House No.1461,
Ward No.23, Behind Chaupal, Thai Mohalla, Palwal, Haryana-121102.

Nature of Security: Hypothecation of Stock and Book Debts of Unit.
Date: 29/09/2026

Place: PALWAL

UTTARAKHAND

Letter No.- 6944/1C-9/2026

Sd/- Authorised Officer,
State Bank of India, A.M.C.C. (62343) Palwal

the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under
sub-section 4 of Section 13 of said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 29" Day of September 2026.

The Borrower/Guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not
to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge
of State Bank of India, A.M.C.C. (62343) Palwal Branch for an amount being
Rs.7,00,913/- (Rupees Seven Lakh Nine Hundred Thirteen Only) plus future interest
at contractual rate w.e.f. 01/05/2026 and future interest at the contractual rate on the
aforesaid amount together with incidental expenses, costs, charges etc. thereon.

The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of|
the Act, inrespect of time available to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE HYPOTHECATION OF ASSETS

Owner :- |
Haryana121106

Ward No.17, Hodal Haryana-121106.

Date: 29/09/2026
Place: HODAL

M/S NAGPAL READYMADE GARMENT, Old G.T. Road, Hodal
Proprietor:- Mr. Manoj Kumar S/o Narayan Dass, House No.456, Deshai Mohalla,

Nature of Security: Hypothecation of Stock and Book Debts of Unit.

Sd/- Authorised Officer,

State Bank of India, A.M.C.C. (62343) Palwal

Office of The Superintending Engineer

9" Circle, Public Work Department Dehradun

Website - http://pwd.uk.gov.in E-Mail : sepwdddun09@gmail.com
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

E-tender Notice (Short term)

The Superintending Engineer 9th Circle, Public Works Department, Dehradun on behalf of "Governor
of Uttarakhand" invites short term tender in two bid system for the following works. Information
regarding tender shall be available on https://www.uktenders.gov.in from date 06.10.2026

Date 03.10.2026

Constituency, Dehradun District
under State Sector.

S| Earnest |Cost of Tender Validity of Period of Contractor
NO. Name of work Money (Rs| Document (In Tender (In Completion Category of
’ In Lacs) Rs.) days) | (In Month) Registration
1] 2 [ 3 4 | 5 | 6 7
Construction of various internal
roads in ward no. 8 & 9 (Sainik Registerd in 'C' &
1 |colony) of Gram Sabha Khand 5000.00 + above category in
Gaon and Ward no. 2 of Khand 3.40 18% ‘GST 90 12 Road works in Central
Gaon no. 1 Rishikesh Govt. /State Govt/any
Constituency Dehradun District Govt. Undertaking
under State Sector.
Construction of main and internal
, [roads using intrlocking tiles in
Gangotri colony & Bhagirathi . i
colony (Ward no. 15), Narayan aRt?g\:'Setecrgtr;nmC iﬁ
Plot(Ward no. 13)and Panchayat g ¢ 5000.00 + 90 12 Road works i Central
Ghar area (Ward no. 05) of Gram ) 18% GST Govt./State Govt/an
Panchayat Gumaniwala ) - Y
Rishikesh Constituency, Govt. Undertaking
Dehradun District, under State
Sector.
Construction of various internal . o
3 [:?ads Susing Pié'lterlo}zking (tiles in g:g\:'setecr:t;;or?! iﬁ
ram Sabha Khairi Khurd (Pandy 5000.00 + .
Plot, Thakurpur), Rishikesh %60 18% GST 90 12 |Road works in Central

Govt./State Govt/any
Govt. Undertaking

The Delhi Government has
notified that women resi-
dents can avail free travel on
DTC and cluster buses only
through the ‘Pink Saheli Smart
Card’, officials said on Sunday.
The change comes under the
Delhi Transport Corporation
(Free and Concessional
Passes) (Second Amendment)
Regulations, 2026. The Delhi
Government said it has issued
more than 19 lakh Saheli Pink
Smart Cards so far.

The j]ioueer
CLASSIFIED

CHANGE OF NAME

-
-

I, hitherto known as
SUSMITA MISHRA ALIAS
SUSMITA GHOSH D/O
DWARIKA NATH MISHRA W/O
ARINDAM GHOSH R/O 2001,
TOWER-5, KALYPSO COURT,
JAYPEE GREENS WISH TOWN,
BEHIND AXIS HOUSE, SECTOR-
128, NOIDA, GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH-
201304 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
SUSMITA GHOSH.

I, Dipti Singh, Father of-

No.15819896P Nk Devesh
Kumar, R/o- Nagla Kishori,
Saifai, Dist- Etawah, U.P.-

206130, declare that in my
son’s service records my D.O.B
is wrongly written as
01/01/1960 whereas my correct
D.0.B is 08/10/1962 which may
be amended accordingly.

I, Sheetala Devi, Mother of-

No0.15819896P Nk Devesh
Kumar, R/o- Nagla Kishori,
Saifai, Dist- Etawah, U.P.-

206130, declare that in my
son’s service records my D.O.B
is wrongly written as
01/01/1966 whereas my correct
D.0.B is 16/11/1964 which may
be amended accordingly.

I hitherto known as DR
VIDYA NIDHI ACHARYA S/0 SH
SWAROOP MANDAL RESIDING
AT 1072/6, WARD NO.-1, OL° H
OFFICE. MEHRAULI, GADAI
PUR, PO GADAIPUR, DIST SO
DELHI, DELHI-110030 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter known as DR VIDYA
NIDHI. It is certified that I have
complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.
DR VIDYA NIDHI ACHARYA
[Signature (in existing old
name)]

“Female passengers who
are residents of Delhi can
travel free in Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) and
cluster buses, both AC and
non-AC, only with the use of
Pink Saheli Smart Card
(NCMC). However, they will

have the option to purchase
a ticket at the applicable
fare for the journey,” a
Delhi Transport Department
notification said.

Women who are not eligi-
ble for the free travel facili-
ty can also travel on DTC and
cluster buses by purchas-
ing tickets at the applicable
fare, it said.

The provisions will also
apply to transgender
persons who are residents of
Delhi, the notification added.

Launched in March this
year, the NCMC-based card

Govt makes Pink Saheli Card must for free bus rides

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

replaced the paper-based
pink tickets the government
had issued after several
extensions.

The Transport Department
had earlier directed that the
Pink Saheli Smart Card
would be mandatory for
availing the free travel facil-
ity from September 30.

The Government will focus
on creating awareness about
the smart card through
depot and in-bus announce-
ments, social media, print
media and other channels,
officials said.

EOW ARRESTS MAN IN
FORGERY, FRAUD CASES

15 years on, two
brothers held for gold
misappropriation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

Police arrested two brothers in West Bengal
on Sunday for allegedly misappropriating
1,430 grams of gold and diamonds entrust-
ed to them by a Delhi jeweller after nearly
15 years. The accused, Pintu Koley (47) and
Mintu Koley (46), were arrested from
Hooghly during the intervening night of
October 1 and 2, they said.

The brothers, trained jewellery makers
and designers, were booked in connection
with an FIR registered at Kotwali police
station in 2011. Police said the accused
acquired expertise in jewellery designing
while working with various jewellers in
Delhi. They allegedly took advantage of the
trust placed in them and misappropriated
substantial quantities of gold and dia-
monds given to them for making jewellery.

They subsequently fled Delhi and settled
in West Bengal. Both were declared pro-
claimed offenders in the case, after which
police said a reward of ¥10,000 each was
announced in 2012.

A Crime Branch team traced the brothers
after developing specific information about
their presence in Hooghly. The accused were
found working as jewellery makers and
undertaking orders from jewellers in Kolkata
and Hooghly while allegedly maintaining a
low profile to evade arrest.

“They were apprehended, and during
interrogation, the accused allegedly dis-
closed that they wanted to start their own
jewellery designing business but lacked
funds. They allegedly planned to use the
valuables entrusted to them to arrange
finances for the proposed business,” a
senior police officer said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

The Economic Offences Wing (EOW) of
the Delhi Police has arrested a man
wanted in two cases involving alleged
forged Government documents and
financial fraud after tracking his move-
ments across Mumbai and Gujarat, an
officer said on Sunday.

Kushal Samir Mehta was apprehend-
ed from Borivali railway station in
Mumbai on October 1 following surveil-
lance and field verification, the EOW
said in a statement.

Mehta is an accused in an FIR regis-
tered in 2022 at the EOW and another
case registered in 2025, it read.

The 2022 case was registered on a
complaint by a Senior Accounts Officer
of the Ministry of Finance regarding
alleged attempts to encash
Government payments using forged
sanction letters, treasury instruments
and other documents.

The questioned documents related
to payments of ¥7.62 crore in favour of
one company and %11 crore in favour of
another. Verification found the docu-
ments to be fabricated, and the pay-
ments were not released, read the
statement.

In the 2025 case, a Gujarat-based busi-
nessman alleged that Mehta claimed
access to Government departments and
could facilitate Government-related
work and the recovery of funds. The
complainant alleged that he was
induced to pay around %3.12 crore
based on purported Government doc-
uments and assurances.

Police said Mehta had allegedly pro-
vided documents presented as commu-
nications or orders from various
Government departments and agencies,
along with purported court documents,
treasury cheques, and demand drafts.
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Sexual harassment complaints agalnst pollce sent to Crime Branch

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A day after three female jour-
nalists accused Delhi Police
officers of sexual harassment
while covering protests
against the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar near Jantar Mantarin
the national Capital, Delhi
Police on Sunday said they
received complaints alleg-
ing sexual harassment by
police officers during a
protest in New Delhi on
October 3, and that the same
have been transferred to the
Crime Branch for a “fair and
impartial inquiry”.

The police said three
female journalists made the
complaints while personnel
were managing the law-and-

order situation during the
protest. In a statement, Delhi
Police said, “On 3-10-26,
during the protest in the
New Delhi area, while there
was a law-and-order situa-
tion, allegations of sexual
harassment were made by
three female journalists
against police officers. “New
Delhi District has received
their complaints, and the
same have been transferred
to the Crime Branch for fair
and impartial enquiry,” the
statement said.

The police statement
comes against the backdrop
of protests near Jantar Mantar
on October 3, where demon-
strators gathered as part ofan
ongoing agitation demand-
ing the resignation of
Gyanesh Kumar over alleged

irregularities linked to the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls. The
protests saw a significant
police presence and multiple
detentions as demonstrators
attempted to reach the des-
ignated protest area near
Jantar Mantar.

One of the journalists said
that an Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(ACP) sexually assaulted her
during protests. She alleged
that the officer touched her
inappropriately and pushed
her away while she was
recording the police action.
She also said that she and
others then went to a police
station to file a case, but
claimed the complaint was
not registered immediately.

According to the complaint,

Police personnel detain activists near India Gate during a protest demanding the reS|gnat|on of CEC Gyanesh

Kumar in New Delhi on Sunday

PTI

when she confronted him,
the officer fled the scene. In
another complaint, a video
journalist said she was cover-
ing the protest on Ashoka

Road at 3 pm. “I was record-
ing the detention of Yogendra
Yadav and Prashant Bhushan
when [ felt someone touching
my back with their penis and

rubbing it against me. I moved
sideways but still felt it on my
thighs. When I turned, I saw a
policeman standing very close
to me,” the complainant

stated. According to the com-
plaint, when she confronted
him about the inappropriate
touching, he dismissed her
allegation.

According to media, a
female journalist said that an
assistant commissioner of
police sexually assaulted her
when she was covering the
protest. “Police personnel
were detaining protesters, and
there were no women police
personnel present at the spot.
I asked ACP Vivek Bhagat of the
Delhi Police about the absence
of women police personnel,
following which he sexually
assaulted me and pushed me
back,” she alleged.

The journalist said she and
others subsequently went to
a police station to lodge an
FIR, but alleged that no action

had been taken so far. The
Press Council of India
expressed “shock and
dismay” over the police’s
treatment of journalists cov-
ering the protest and urged
the Delhi Police to act on the
complaint immediately.

“Behaviour of this kind
cannot be normalised in a
democracy. Journalists must
be allowed to work freely,
without fear, and document
those who gather to raise
various issues,” it said in a
statement.

Earlier on Saturday, senior
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi had demanded
answers from Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on allega-
tions of misconduct with
women by Delhi Police per-
sonnel during the protest.
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INDIA bloc to protest
outside ECI office

BJP alleges JNU students,
Punjab buses fuel protests

Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen Shankar Kapoor

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor on Sunday alleged that the
ongoing Jantar Mantar protests are being
sustained not by Delhi residents but by
the same faces who participated in the
CJP movement in July. He claimed the AAP
and its allies cannot mobilise even 50
people from the Capital itself.

Kapoor said it was extremely unfortu-
nate that a handful of people associat-
ed with Communist ideology were bent
onvitiating Delhi’s political atmosphere
and disrupting law and order. He said the
faces seen hovering around Jantar Mantar
two or three times a day currently were
the same faces witnessed during the CJP
movement earlier this year.

He further alleged that videos seen the
previous day showed either one or two
buses being brought in daily from Punjab,
or students from JNU associated with
communist ideology participating in
the protests and raising what he called
objectionable and uncivilised anti-
Government slogans, suggesting the
demonstrations lacked genuine local
support from Delhi citizens.

Protest turns tense, 3 FIRs filed, Neha Bora detained

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

High drama unfolded in the
national Capital on Sunday as
protests and marches
demanding Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar’s resignation turned
tense, with demonstrators
breaking barricades, blocking
buses carrying detainees and
attempting to move towards
Jantar Mantar. The Delhi
Police registered three FIRs
and briefly detained All India
Students’ Association (AISA)
national president Neha Bora
on the third consecutive day
of agitation at Jantar Mantar.

AAP workers, members of
its student wing ASAP, NSUI
workers, AISA activists and
members of other organisa-
tions took part in the demon-
strations, prompting a heavy
deployment of Delhi Police
and paramilitary personnel
across central Delhi.

Visuals from the protest
showed AAP workers blocking
buses carrying people
detained during the demon-
stration as security personnel
tried to clear the area. The sit-
uation escalated when pro-
testers broke through barri-
cades and moved towards
Jantar Mantar. Delhi Police
and the Rapid Action Force

were deployed as security
personnel attempted to stop
the protesters from advancing.
Women protesters were also
seen climbing onto a vehicle
as the situation grew tense.

At the AISA protest, the
organisation claimed that
their national president Neha
Bora was picked up by Delhi
Police in a private vehicle
without an official number
plate and taken to an
unknown location during the
protest. Later, they claimed
that she was released at the
Narela Industrial Area police
station. They claimed Bora
was released without her
phone and bag, adding that
a team of lawyers was being
sent to the police station to
assist her. They also alleged
that no woman police officer
was present inside the
vehicle when Bora was taken
away, calling it a violation of
procedure. The allegations
are baseless, a senior police
officer said. The officer
claimed some protesters
attacked police personnel on
duty and bit them.

A fresh attempt to reach
Jantar Mantar on Sunday
brought protesters face-to-face
with heavy police barricading
in Central Delhi, as the agitation
entered its third day. Activists
of the AISA began marching

Police personnel try to evict members of the AISA, SFI, and other student
organisations during a protest in New Delhi on Sunday PTI

from Andhra Bhawan Circle on
Ashoka Road towards the des-
ignated protest site, raising
slogans as security personnel
stopped them from crossing
the barricades.

Bora also framed the
mobilisation in an X post as
a women-led assertion of
the right to protest, saying
women could not be stripped
of their freedom or prevent-
ed from taking to the streets.

In the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) protest, police detained
more than a dozen workers
while they protested at India
Gate for Kumar’s resignation.

Speaking to reporters from
inside a police bus, Bhardwaj
accused police officers of
maltreating him during the
detention. “They are picking

me up and throwing me
around like 1 am a
football...They are standing
there peacefully, yet these
people are behaving so
rudely towards them. What
do these people think of the
commoner? If this is how
they treat politicians and
journalists, imagine how they
must treat the general public.
This Government must go,
and | urge everyone to come
to India Gate and make their
voices heard. That thief! That
thief! That thief!” he said.
AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal reacted
sharply to the detentionin a
poston X. “This is absolutely
shocking. Modi ji has left
even Hitler behind,” he said.
In another protest, the

Indian Youth Congress (IYC)
held a protest march in Delhi.
IYC workers attempted to
march from the organisa-
tion’s office on Raisina Road
towards Jantar Mantar, carry-
ing candles, posters and the
Tricolour, raising slogans
against the Election
Commission (EC) and CEC
Gyanesh Kumar. The protest
came days after Delhi Police
denied 1YC permission to
hold a demonstration at
Jantar Mantar.

The protest is part of the
larger agitation across cities
over alleged irregularities in the
Election Commission’s func-
tioning, the conduct of the SIR
exercise, and the mass deletion
of voters. The latest demonstra-
tion also took place under
heightened security, with
police personnel deployed at
multiple points and barricades
placed to regulate the move-
ment of protesters.

Sunday’s demonstration
came a day after authorities
detained more than 150 pro-
testers in Delhi. More than
500 people, including student
activists and political leaders,
had also been detained
during protests in central
Delhi on Friday. Bora, AAP
leaders and activist Yogendra
Yadav were among those
detained that day.

CEC Gyanesh Kumar
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

The Delhi units of INDIA bloc parties will hold
a joint protest outside the Election
Commission of India (ECI) office on Wednesday
against the SIR and demand the resignation
of CEC Gyanesh Kumar.

The decision was taken at a meeting
attended by representatives of the Congress,
Communist Party of India (CPI), Communist
Party of India (Marxist), Rashtriya Janata Dal
(R]D), Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and
Revolutionary Socialist Party (RSP), among
others, according to a statement issued by
the Delhi Congress on Sunday.

Delhi Congress general secretary Anil
Bhardwaj said the parties had decided to
jointly oppose what they termed a “flawed”
SIR process and seek its immediate repeal.

“The voter list is the foundation of democ-
racy. If any process is adopted that could
potentially remove voters’ names or impact
their rights, the INDIA Alliance will not accept
itatany cost,” Bhardwaj said in the statement.

Bhardwaj said the October 7 protest
would be ajoint effort to “protect the rights
of Delhi voters, fair elections, and the
democratic system”.
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FIR filed in death of

Delhi CGHS told to conduct immediate safety audits

2 sisters-in-law jump in

Delhi PhD student

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

An FIR has been registered in
connection with the death of
a 40-year-old PhD student
from Delhi, who was found
unconscious and injured at
his rented accommodation in
Munirka in August, police
said on Sunday.

The FIR under Section 108
(abetment of suicide) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
was lodged at the Kishangarh
police station on October 4
following directions from the
Supreme Court and a com-
plaint received from the secu-
rity officer of the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT),
they said.

The man was found in an
unconscious and injured con-
dition inside his rented house
in Munirka village on August
18, a senior police officer
said. The door was locked
from inside, and neighbours
broke it open. He was imme-
diately taken to the AIIMS
Trauma Centre by police. He
remained under medical care
for more than 45 days before

succumbing to his injuries at
the hospital on October 3,
police said.

Police clarified that the inci-
dentdid not take place inside
the lIT-Delhi campus. During
the course of proceedings,
neither the family members
nor witnesses raised any sus-
picion or allegation against
any person, they said.

According to police, the
PhD student was alone in
the house when the inci-
dent took place, a fact cor-
roborated by footage from
a CCTV camera installed
outside the premises.

The FIR has been regis-
tered following the apex
court’s directions, and the
officer said further proceed-
ings will be carried out in
accordance with law.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

All Cooperative Group
Housing Societies (CGHS) in
Delhi have been directed to
conduct an immediate, com-
prehensive safety audit of
their buildings, covering
structural integrity, fire safety
and lift maintenance, with
managing committees given
three months to submit com-
pliance reports, according to
a circular issued by the
office of the Registrar of
Cooperative Societies.

The circular, issued by
Deputy Registrar (Policy)
Anil Kumar, draws on direc-
tions from the Minister for
Social Welfare, Welfare for
SC/ST, Cooperative and
Election, GNCTD, communi-
cated in a letter dated
September 12, 2026, calling
fora comprehensive safety
audit across Delhi’s cooper-
ative housing societies.

Under the directions, soci-
eties must undertake a
structural safety audit
through qualified structur-
al engineers or agencies,
verify that they hold a valid
Fire Safety Certificate or
NOC and that fire-fighting

and safety installations are
functioning properly, and
confirm valid lift inspection
or safety certificates with
proper lift maintenance.
Any serious structural or
safety deficiency found to
pose an imminent risk to life
or property must be
brought immediately to the
notice of the competent
authority, with appropriate
precautionary measures
taken without delay. The
department has asked all
societies to submit a time-
bound compliance report,
which it will use to monitor
compliance and coordinate
further action as needed.
The circular invokes Rule

106 of the Delhi Co-opera-
tive Societies Rules, 2007,
which places responsibility
on a society’s Management
Committee to carry out
repairs and maintenance
of the property, conduct
regular inspections, and
take immediate action to
repair and maintain it. The
rule also requires societies
to prepare and regularly
update a Disaster
Management Plan and a
Fire Prevention Plan.
Accordingly, all CGHS
managing committees have
been directed to immedi-
ately inspect their build-
ings, common areas and
facilities to ensure there is

no structural damage, major
cracks, seepage, leakage,
or damage to roofs, external
walls or staircases, or any
other condition that could
affect the safety of the build-
ing and its residents.

Committees must also
verify the validity of Fire
Safety Certificates or NOCs,
confirm fire-fighting and
safety installations are func-
tioning, and check the valid-
ity of lift inspection and
safety certificates wherever
applicable.

Where structural defects,
damage or other safety defi-
ciencies are found, the
Managing Committee must
take immediate remedial
action. If the matter
requires intervention from
a civic or competent author-
ity, the Committee has been
directed to take it up with
DDA, MCD, Delhi Fire Service
or any other relevant
authority, and to pursue
the matter until necessary
action is taken.

Committees have also
been told to maintain
proper records of inspec-
tions conducted, deficien-
cies identified and the
action taken in response.

Jaitpur over video dispute

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Two women, sisters-in-law
to each other, were injured
after jumping from heights
within minutes of each other
ata house in Khadda Colony,
Jaitpur Extension, in southeast
Delhi, following a dispute
over a video, police said on
Sunday. Police admitted both
to the AIIMS Trauma Centre.
Police said, the incident
took place on October 2 at the
house. One woman, about 25,
was working in the kitchen
when the other allegedly
recorded her and sent the
video to someone else, leading
to a quarrel between them.
During the altercation, the
25-year-old woman sustained
injuries after an incident on the
first-floor balcony of the build-
ing. She received immediate
assistance and was taken to
Feliz Hospital for treatment.
The other woman, aged
about 24, subsequently locked
herself inside a room, follow-
ing which a PCR call was made
to Kalindi Kunj police station.
On receiving the information,
Kalindi Kunj SHO Raman

Kumar rushed to the spot
along with a fire brigade team.

As the woman had locked
herselfinside the room, police
and fire brigade personnel
opened the door with the fire
team’s assistance. They found
she had sustained injuries
near a shaft area of the house,
likely through a window
opening into the room. Police
and fire brigade personnel
launched arescue operation
and brought her out safely.

Police said the dispute that
preceded the incident centred
on one woman having
allegedly recorded a video of
the other and shared it with a
third person, which triggered
the altercation between the
two. Further details on the
exact circumstances and the
current medical condition of
both women were not
immediately available.

Investigators are expected
to examine the full sequence
of events, including the
nature of the video and the
identity of the person it was
allegedly sent to, to deter-
mine what led to the con-
frontation between the two
women.
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Raahgiri Day: For three hours, Connaught Place forgot It was a traffic circle

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

(Traffic) Ajay Chaudhary, alongside
Raahgiri Foundation co-founder

For one Sunday morning, the
Inner Circle of Connaught Place
belonged not to honking cars
and impatient commuters, but to
children on cycles, grandmothers

its own streets.

Sarika Panda Bhatt. What fol-
lowed was less an official event
than a city deciding, for a few
hours, to behave differently with

Sood said Raahgiri was not

Dwivedi said hosting Raahgiri at
Connaught Place sent a strong
signal for a cleaner, pollution-free
Delhi, crediting the enthusiastic
participation of youth for inspir-
ing the city toward more sustain-
able mobility. He called it a move-
ment toward safer roads and

puppet shows drawing children
while chalk art spread across the
tarmac, with a dedicated fitness
zone and interactive stalls thread-
ed through it all. Families, senior cit-
izens and children shared the same
stretch of road that, on any ordinary
weekday, none of them would

DDA and NDMC, alongside Raahgiri
Foundation, Nagarro Foundation,
the International Council on Clean
Transportation, Gurujal, Walk21, its
Regional Dialogues, and BYCS
India Foundation, each lending a
piece to a morning built entirely
around the idea that a road need

attempting Zumba steps, and a
crowd that walked where it
usually squeezes past traffic.
Raahgiri Day, in collaboration
with Sundays on Cycle, turned
Delhi’s most iconic commercial
circle into a vehicle-free public
space on Sunday morning. For
those three hours, the city’s
busiest roundabout briefly
became a playground.

A cycle rally flagged off the
event, led by Delhi Cabinet Minister
Ashish Sood, NDMC Chairman
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi and Special
Commissioner of Delhi Police

merely about individual fitness,
but a celebration of the health and
wellbeing of Delhi as a whole. By
clearing Connaught Place of vehi-
cles and opening it up to cycling,
yoga, Zumba, skating, badminton
and tug-of-war, he said the initia-
tive gave citizens a weekly chance
to reclaim public space for
walking and healthy community
activity. He pointed to cycling
specifically as a tool against pol-
lution, one the Delhi government
is backing through dedicated
cycling tracks across the city and
its Electric Vehicle Policy.

stronger recognition of cyclists’
and pedestrians’ rights, notjusta
one-off recreational morning.

Chaudhary used the platform to
push road safety directly, appeal-
ing to Delhiites to follow traffic
rules, avoid triple riding and driving
on the wrong side, and treat pol-
lution control as both a collective
and personal responsibility.

Built around the theme “Roads
are beautiful when they belong to
people,” the morning unfolded as
a genuine cross-section of the city
at play, cycling alongside cricket,
badminton next to folk dance,

dare walk through together.

By afternoon, the mood shifted
from fitness to festival, as
Euphoria Band took over Central
Park with a live performance
that had young participants
singing and dancing their way
through the final stretch of the
morning, music folding fitness,
recreation and community into
one unbroken celebration.

The event drew together an
unusually wide coalition: the
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports,
Delhi’s Urban Development
Department, Fit India, Delhi Police,

not always be a corridor for traffic.
What played out across
Connaught Place was less a
single event than a proof of
concept, a glimpse of what the
city’s streets could feel like if they
occasionally stopped serving
only vehicles. For a few hours,
Delhi’s residents walked, cycled
and danced through a space
usually defined by its congestion,
and in doing so, quietly argued
that roads could belong to
people too, not just for a Sunday
morning, but as something
worth returning to again.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

Keralam Home Minister
Ramesh Chennithala has
ordered a Vigilance probe
into the corruption allega-
tions in the KSTP road work
project and the death of a
Malaysian engineer associat-
ed with it in 2006, when
incumbent CEC Gyanesh
Kumar was serving as the
PWD secretary in the State,
sources said on Sunday.

The development comes
amid protests by the
Congress and other
Opposition parties against
Gyanesh Kumar over the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls
across India.

Gyanesh Kumar is a Kerala-
cadre IAS officer who headed
various departments in the
State before moving to
central ministries.

Chennithala ordered the
probe after KPCC leader
Malayinkeezhu Venugopal
filed a complaint seeking an
investigation against
Gyanesh Kumar on Saturday.

Speaking to reporters,
Chennithala said he exam-
ined the complaint and found

Keralam Home Minister Ramesh Chennithala

prima facie merit in the
allegations.

“l am convinced that a
detailed Vigilance inquiry is
essential,” he said, adding
that he has spoken to Chief
Minister VD Satheesan before
directing Vigilance Director
Manoj Abraham to take
lawful steps to conduct a
detailed investigation.

In 2006, a World Bank-
funded project worth Rs 215
crore was undertaken by the
Kerala State Transport Project
(KSTP) for the reconstruction of
the MC Road from Angamaly to

Thiruvananthapuram.

He said PATI-BEL, a joint
venture between the
Malaysian firm and
Bhageeratha Engineering,
had undertaken the project.

A Malaysian company
undertook the work, while its
project engineer, Lee See
Been, allegedly raised several
complaints during the con-
struction and later returned
to Malaysia, where he died by
suicide.

Chennithala said two
suicide notes were reported-
ly recovered, one addressed

to the engineer’s wife and
another to the director of the
company, in which Gyanesh
Kumar was explicitly
mentioned.

The minister said after the
incident, Vigilance had exam-
ined the matter, including the
contents of the note written
in Kuala Lumpur, but the
investigation did not progress
after the Government
changed in 2006.

“This is a case that was
hushed up. After the
Achuthanandan Government
came to power back then,
this case did not move
forward,” he alleged.

Responding to questions
about the allegations,
Chennithala said they includ-
ed demands for money to
clear bills and delays in pay-
ments allegedly linked to
corruption.

“I'haven’t seen the suicide
note myself; this is informa-
tion reported through the
media,” he clarified.

The minister said the
Vigilance had been instruct-
ed to investigate all aspects
of the complaint and take
further steps based on its
findings.

Asked whether Gyanesh

Kumar’s position as Chief
Election Commissioner posed
any legal impediment to the
investigation, Chennithala
said all legal aspects had
been examined and there
was no hurdle.

He said the inquiry con-
cerned an incident dating
back to 2006, when Kumar
was serving as PWD secre-
tary, and was a continuation
of an earlier investigation
that had been abandoned
midway.

“The investigation pertains
to an incident from the time
he served as the PWD
Secretary of Kerala in 2006.
Therefore, he will not get
the protection attached to
the post of Chief Election
Commissioner,” he said,
citing legal advice.

Chennithala said the
Vigilance Director would
proceed in accordance with
the Vigilance Manual and
applicable legal procedures.

The minister said he has a
duty, as Home Minister, to
order an inquiry after receiv-
ing a complaint alleging that
an investigation into serious
corruption had been compro-
mised due to external
influence.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhadohi

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
announced that Bhadohi
district has now been
renamed Sant Ravidas Nagar
Bhadohi.

Announcing the new
name during a programme
held here, Adityanath said,
“Now our Bhadohi district
will be called Sant Ravidas
Nagar Bhadohi.” The chief
minister was addressing a
gathering here after he inau-
gurated and laid the founda-
tion stones for 112 projects
worth over 1,340 crore.

“On the occasion of Guru
Purnima, the Government
had said that Bhadohi dis-
trict, currently known for
its carpet industry, would in
the future be known by the
name of Satguru Ravidas ji
Maharaj, a medieval saint
who united society through
his spiritual devotion,”
Adityanath said.

He added thatitis “deeply
gratifying” that Sant
Ravidas’s 600-year-old

vision, in which everyone

Adityanath renames Bhadohi district

to Sant Ravidas Nagar Bhadohi

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath during the Provincial
Teachers’ Dignity Conference organised by Akhil Vishwa Gayatri Parivar,

at Ram Manohar Lohia Law University in Lucknow

PTI

had food and benefited from
welfare schemes without
discrimination, has been
realised.

“Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, more than 80 crore
people in India are current-
ly receiving free ration. In
this context, it is truly fitting
that this district bears the
name ‘Sant Ravidas Nagar
Bhadohi’,” Adityanath said.

Bhadohi was a part of
Varanasi district before it
became the 65th district of
the state on June 30, 1994.

The district has under-
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(Case filed against Udhayanidhi Stalin
for involving minor in poll campaign

Six UP Congress leaders accused of
defacing CEC’s house released on bail

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Agra (UP)

Six Congress leaders
accused of allegedly writing
slogans with black painton
the gate and outer wall of
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar’s residence
in Agra were released from
Agra district jail on Sunday,
a day after a local court
granted them bail.

The six leaders — Mukesh
Dhangar, Anil Yadav, Rajesh
Kumar, Manoj Gaur, Rajesh
Gautam and Pankaj
Chaudhary —were arrested
on September 29 in con-
nection with the September
28 defacement incident in
the Vijay Nagar area.

The court granted them
bail on Saturday after the
police dropped the attempt-
to-murder charge during
the investigation.

=

Black ink smeared on the gate of Gyanésh Kumar's Ag

ra residence  X@IyC

After his release, Congress
leader Anil Yadav renewed
his attack on Kumar, saying
the party’s agitation would
continue as long as the chief
election commissioner (CEC)
remained in office.

“The fight will continue
as long as Gyanesh Kumar,
the killer of democracy,
remains in office,” Yadav
said, alleging that Kumar

had deprived crores of
people of their voting
rights.

Advocate Santosh Dixit,
who represented the
accused, said the police
would now file its
chargesheet, following
which the defence would
present its case and make
submissions before the
court.

Navy sailor held for leaking
classified data to Pakistan

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Coimbatore (TN)

An Indian Navy sailor
accused of “transmitting”
classified maritime intelli-
gence to a Pakistani opera-
tive was arrested, officials
said on Sunday.

According to official
sources, the espionage
operation involved a social
media “honey-trap”.

The Andhra Pradesh
Police Counter Intelligence
(CI) cell arrested 31-year-
old Pradeep Mukherjee on
October 3 at INS Agrani, a
naval leadership training
facility in Coimbatore.

Mukherjee, a West Bengal
native who joined the Navy
in 2014, was actively posted
with the Eastern Naval
Command in
Visakhapatnam.

At the time of his arrest,
he was attending a manage-

ﬁeprésentative image

ment development course
and had been at the
Coimbatore facility for
approximately one week.

A female Pakistani intelli-
gence operative reportedly
contacted Mukherjee
several months ago. Over
time, the handler leveraged
the online relationship to
extract sensitive data
regarding strategic naval
assets, fleet movements,
and the operational frame-
work of the Visakhapatnam
base.

gone several name changes,
with the last such renaming
carried out on December 6,
2014, when the Akhilesh
Yadav-led Samajwadi Party
Government officially
changed its name back to
Bhadohi from Sant Ravidas
Nagar-Bhadohi.

On July 29 this year,
Adityanath announced that
the Bhadohi district would
once again be renamed after
Sant Ravidas Nagar, as the
ruling BJP kicked off a Dalit
outreach initiative from the
prime minister’s constituen-
¢y, Varanasi.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Dharapuram (Tamil Nadu)

Tiruppur police have filed a
case against DMK leader
Udhayanidhi Stalin for
allegedly involving a minorin
an election campaign, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

The case was filed under
the Representation of the
People Act and the Juvenile
Justice Act, officials added.

According to police offi-
cials, the incident occurred
during a campaign rally near

the Periyar statue in
Dharapuram town on
Saturday.

Udhayanidhi allegedly
brought a minor boy onto a
campaign van and handed
him a microphone. The boy
reportedly made disparaging
remarks against Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay.

The Dharapuram Town

Udhayanidhi Stalin

PTI

Police have registered a First
Information Report (FIR)
against the DMK leader under
Section 123(1) of the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951, and Section 83 of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,
2015. Authorities stated that
the involvement of a child in
campaign activities is also a

direct violation of Election
Commission guidelines,
which strictly prohibit chil-
dren from participating in
election-related events.
Udhayanidhi was in the
town seeking votes for DMK
candidate S Suganya ahead of
the October 6 Dharapuram by-
election. The campaigning
came to an end on Sunday.
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Hamami probe widens
in Australia

The United Arab Emirates’ attorney-general said
Saturday that the incident was an attempted ter-
rorist attack. International media organisations,
have identified Hamami as the aircraft’s copilot.
Reports in US media have also raised questions
about his professional history, including claims that
he was previously removed from flight training
with Oman Air following concerns over extrem-
istviews. Despite those reported concerns, he sub-
sequently returned to aviation and eventually
became a commercial pilot.

Hamami’s online activity is also emerging as a
major focus of the investigation.

According to investigation more than 2,000 posts
made between November 2021 and August 2022
on a social media account reportedly connected
to him. The account used the name Pilot Hamam
al-Hamami and described its owner as a civilian
pilot from Muscat, while including biographical
information consistent with Hamami’s known
identity. The posts reportedly contained repeat-
ed expressions of support for violence, including
violent and degrading statements directed at
women and homophobic rhetoric.

In one exchange, he threatened severe violence
against a woman and described using her as an
example to intimidate others. In another discus-
sion concerning domestic violence, he compared
an assault on a woman with Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, portraying violence as a means of forcing
another party to accept new boundaries.

The reported online activity is likely to face closer
examination as Australian and international
investigators attempt to reconstruct Hamami’s ide-
ological development, personal associations and
professional history.

Netanyahu hails
Captain Smit

The Israeli PM’s Office later posted on X that
Netanyahu had invited both PM Modi and
Machchhar to light a flame at the Independence
Day ceremony. “You are a hero for Israel, India,
and the entire world. I invite Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and you to light a flame on Israeli
Independence Day,” the post said.

During the conversation, the 38-year-old pilot
recounted how he was allegedly attacked by his
co-pilotinside the cockpit and shared details of
the incident.

Machchhar said the co-pilot had wanted to
pray before the alleged attack. Out of respect,
he said, he looked towards the front of the
cockpit while the co-pilot prayed.

“While he was praying, out of respect, | was
justlooking at the front and not at the back, and
suddenly, after, I would say about four-five
minutes, there was a big blow to the back of my
head,” Machchhar said.

“My first thought was that there was cata-
strophic damage to the aircraft and something

was not right. But then after that, the blows kept
coming one after the other, and that’s when |
realised thatit’s not the aircraft, it's the other guy
who was in the cockpit with me,” he added.

The incident occurred on Wednesday aboard
flydubai flight FZ1073, which was carrying 174 pas-
sengers and was bound for Israel.

According to reports, the co-pilot allegedly
attacked Machchhar with a crash axe, an emer-
gency tool kept inside the cockpit, and attempt-
ed to take control of the aircraft.

The aircraft transmitted emergency signals and
then made a rapid descent of more than 17,000
feet from around 34,000 feet before making an
emergency landing in Saudi Arabia. Reports said
the severity of the descent resulted in damage
to part of the aircraft’s rudder. The co-pilot was
identified as Omani national Hamam al-
Hammami, according to people familiar with the
matter. Machchhar received initial treatment in
Tabuk before being shifted to Abu Dhabi for
further medical care. (PNS)

Waest Asia crisis hits
livelihoods: EAM

Bilateral trade is now estimated at around $67
billion, with energy accounting for a significant
share of India’s imports from Russia. The surge
in imports, however, has also contributed to a
widening trade deficit for India.

On the Russia-Ukraine conflict, Jaishankar
described the situation as unfortunate and
reiterated India’s longstanding call for an end to
the fighting through dialogue and diplomacy.

He said India had moved beyond simply advo-
cating negotiations and had become more
actively involved in discussions with both
Moscow and Kyiv. India’s engagement initially
included efforts concerning the safety of ship-
ping in the Black Sea and has since expanded to
issues such as grain and energy exports and pos-
sible arrangements to prevent attacks.

GST Council may ease
tax rules

The Law Committee, comprising officials from the
Union Government, States and Union Territories
with legislatures, examines legal provisions
under GST and recommends statutory amend-
ments and clarifications to the council. One of the
key recommendations is to raise the monetary
threshold for prosecution. The threshold, which
was last revised in 2017, is proposed to be
increased to ?10 crore from the existing ?5
crore. The committee has also proposed lower-
ing the maximum imprisonment for certain
offences. For tax evasion in the ?5 crore-?10 crore
range, the maximum sentence is proposed to be
reduced to two years from three years at present.

Another proposed change is to give courts
greater discretion in determining punishment.
Under the current framework, offences can

attract imprisonment along with a fine, but there
is limited scope for courts to choose between
imprisonment, a fine, or both depending on the
gravity of the offence.

The proposed enforcement changes are part
of the Government’s Next-Generation GST reform
agenda, following the major rate rationalisation
implemented in September 2025.

The GST Council is also expected to consider
a proposal to allow employers to claim input tax
credit on premiums paid for insurance coverage
provided to employees. Under the law, GST is
exempt on individuals buying life or health poli-
cies for themselves or their family. However,
when a business buys life or health cover for its
employees, tax is charged on that cover, and until
now the business could not claim ITC on it.
Currently, an 18 per cent GST is levied on all such
group insurance policies.

One of the proposals seeks to allow small
sellers using e-commerce platforms to treat the
platform’s warehouse as their registered place
of business in States where they do not have their
own premises. A seller would need a genuine
presence in one State, where physical verifica-
tion and Aadhaar authentication would be
completed, and registrations in other States
could be obtained with the consent of the e-com-
merce platform without further tax-officer
involvement. The move could enable around 9.5
lakh small sellers to access the national market
without establishing physical offices in every
State where their goods are stored, while cre-
ating greater tax parity across competing e-com-
merce business models, sources said. The
council may also consider a proposal to protect
input tax credit of genuine buyers who have valid
invoices even if an upstream supplier defaults
on tax payment.

Delhi, Mumbai turn up
the heat on CEC...

Uddhav Thackeray, Raj Thackeray, NCP-SP’s
Jayant Patil, Congress leaders Balasaheb Thorat,
Vijay Wadettiwar and Jitendra Awhad, Shiv
Sena’s Shashikant Shinde and former minister
Anil Deshmukh attended the march.

Uddhav described the moment as a “second
battle for independence,” saying the fight was
against the “tyranny and authoritarian conduct”
of those in power rather than against any indi-
vidual, caste or religion. He alleged 13 crore voters
had been denied their right to vote through the
Special Intensive Revision exercise, claiming it
was designed to help the BJP in Maharashtra and
West Bengal despite public anger against the
Government. He questioned how many illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants had actually been
identified through SIR and warned the situation
could eventually lead to prosecutions similar to
the Nuremberg Trials.

Raj Thackeray said he had raised concerns over
alleged vote manipulation as early as 2017-18,
pointing to an increase of 60 lakh voters in

Maharashtra between the 2024 Lok Sabha and
state Assembly elections held just six months
apart. “What kind of Viagra was used by the
people who are in positions to increase the
voters?” he asked, demanding the SIR exercise
be cancelled and elections conducted using
ballot papers instead of EVMs.

Thorat said Rahul Gandhi had raised allega-
tions of vote theft with supporting evidence, crit-
icising changes to the Election Commission’s
appointment process, including removal of a
Supreme Court judge from the selection panel,
and calling Kumar a “symbol of this corrupt
administration.”

Political party flags were barred from the
Mumbai march, with participants asked to
carry only the national tricolour. Cockroach Janta
Party founder Abhijeet Dipke also extended
support, referencing his earlier “Jail Bharo
Andolan” and urging people to treat the moment
as “now or never.”

Both cities’ protests form part of a wider agi-
tation spreading across India over alleged irreg-
ularities in the Election Commission’s function-
ing and the conduct of the SIR exercise, with
Delhi’s confrontations marked by detentions and
barricades while Mumbai’s march proceeded
largely unimpeded behind a rare show of unity
among rival Maharashtra Opposition leaders.

Bypoll campaign ends
across West Bengal...

The bypoll will be held on October 6, with the
counting of votes slated for October 9.

The two bypolls in Bengal were necessitated
after Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari vacated
Nandigram, which he had won alongside
Bhabanipur, while Rejinagar fell vacant after AJUP
chief Humayun Kabir retained Nawda upon
winning both seats in the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions. Besides the BJP and the Congress, the Left,
ISF and the Ritabrata Banerjee-led Democratic
Trinamool Congress are also in the fray.

Tamil Nadu too is witnessing a five-way
contest with allies battling each other ended on
Sunday, with ruling TVK founder and CM Joseph
C Vijay wrapping up his party’s campaign with
an expansive roadshow that went for over three
hours. TVK is keen to win both seats and
increase its tally in the 234-member Assembly
to 109, just nine short of a simple majority. While
the Congress, the VCK and the IUML are part of
the TVK-led coalition ministry, the two Left parties
— CPI (M) and CPI with two MLAs each, extend
crucial outside support to the Vijay-led
Government.

In Assam Lok Sabha bypoll former MLA
Sibamoni Bora of the Congress is pitted against
BJP’s Devasish Sharma, a former IAS officer who
had resigned as Nagaon district commissioner
in September to enter electoral politics, and
AIUDF chief and MLA Badruddin Ajmal is also in
the fray. The bypoll was necessitated after
sitting MP Pradyut Bordoloi quit the Congress to

join the BJP ahead of the Assembly elections
earlier this year. He is now a saffron party MLA.

A dazzling goodbye as
Nagoya brings...

He said the Asian Games in Japan will shape the
next generation of Asian sport.

“From the first competition to the very last,
Asia’s finest athletes captivated us with their per-
formances. Over 350 records have been broken,
including more than 50 world records. This is a
record for our Asian Games.”

As per tradition, the OCA chief called upon the
youth of Asia to carry this spirit forward and meet
again in four years’ time for the 21st Asian Games
in Doha in 2030. At the opening ceremony on
September 19, the diverse athletes from various
Asian countries and regions were represented
by multiple layers of rainbow-coloured hearts.
For the closing ceremony, the empty space in the
centre of the heart was beautifully filled with the
emotions and sense of unity.

The idea was to unite the athletes to serve as
a catalyst for Asian nations to continue working
together in a peaceful environment for many
years to come. At the heart of the performance
is the ‘bon-odori’ dance, which originated in
Japan and is now popular also in other Asian
countries, transcending generations and nation-
alities. This was showcased in ‘Matsuken Samba
I, a song that is packed with Nagoya’s unique
charm and cherished by the Japanese people.

The arrival of the dignitaries was followed by
a dazzling laser light show, with the performance
of artists from the Nagoya School of music and
dance, wearing costumes adorned with cherry
blossoms. This was followed by the athletes
parade. Only the flag bearers, including India’s
Neeru Dhanda, marched in. The contingent of the
45 countries then entered the arena to the
accompaniment of light and music.

It was followed by the visuals of some mem-
orable performances and contests during the
Games. The torch and the OCA flag from the first
Asian Games and the current OCA flag were
passed on to Qatar’s Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani by the
OCA president.

Bashim, Qatar’s most accomplished athlete,
took the centre stage. He took the OCA flag, and
the giant screen showed him competing in high
jump event and him watching from the stands
in a digital imagery. He was also shown riding
a horse and lighting the cauldron.

Qatar’s equestrian rider Jassim Al Kuwari then
entered the stadium on a horse and took over
the OCA flag from Bashim. He rode the horse for
a couple of rounds of the central platform being
going out. The creative concept, ‘Al Makan
Makanukum/This Place Is Yours’, reflected the
idea of preparing a place for a guest before their
arrival. In the Handover story, the OCA Flag
becomes Doha 2030’s first guest, arriving four
years before the Games. (PTI)
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Bihari babu’s seesaw

Bihar's administration
has seen swift changes
over the last two
montbhs, as the entire
mid-to-top level has
been overhauled. Now
the exercise is to take
hold at the topmost
level, and the first to
move out from the
Bihar Chief Minister's e e
Office is 1984 batch (retlred) IAS Deepak Kumar who has
been removed from the position of Principal Secretary to the
Chief Minister. He has now been appointed as the Vice
Chairman of the Bihar State Disaster Management Authority.
While his replacement could be Sanjay Kumar, who
superannuated as Union Education Secretary in June this
year, the major switchover being worked on is the Chief
Secretary (CS) post, held by 1992 batch Pratayay Amrit,
former CM Nitish Kumar's long-time confidant. Names of top
bureaucrats like 1990 batch KK Pathak, now at the Center,
1992 batch Deepak Kumar Singh, currently serving as
Principal Secretary to the Bihar Governor, and Harjot Kaur of
the same batch are doing the rounds in power corridors for
the CS post. Harjot was appointed BPSC chairman last week
and could emerge as the front-runner to create history as the
first woman CS of the State.

Culture vs urban ministries
.i:i;

Afour-year tussle
between the Ministries
of Culture and Urban
Ministries over allotting
space for the library in
Kartavya Bhawan has
now reached the courts
after the Supreme Court
took a suo motu case. §
The Ministry of Culture was protesting the Iack of space in
shifting the library from Shastri Bhawan to Kartavya Bhawan.
The space allotted for 8.5 lakh books was so small, and Urban
Ministry officers wanted to sell the old books to old-book
vendors, the Ministry of Culture accused them. They accused
the architects and civil engineers of allotting less space in the
building to initiate the sale of old books to the Daryaganj
vendor gang. With Shastri Bhawan to be pulled down as part
of the Central Vista revamp plan, the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) and Central Public Works Department
(CPWD) are yet to find space for one of the oldest Union
Government libraries, founded in 1891, and its second-
largest, after the National Library, Kolkata.

TVK treads cautiously

The new regime in
Tamil Nadu, actor-
turned-politician
Vijay-led TVK
Government, has
reached a tacit
understanding with
the NDA Government
at the Centre. Seeking
to foster cordial
Centre-State relations,
a core advisory team of two former bureaucrats, IAS (retd) U
Sagayam and IPS (retd) officer M Ravi, is advising the TVK
leadership on streamlining State security, law enforcement,
and administrative structures, and both are in direct touch,
keeping in good humour, with Union Home Secretary Govind
Mohan. Grapevine has it that the move is being seen as a
pragmatic approach for the novice TVK Government, where
Congress is in alliance in the State, to meet the expectations of
the masses and enhance the developmental capacity of the
Government. TVK was a big surprise, coming to power by
trampling the biggies of the regional DMK and AIADMK in
Dravidian culture.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B Jammu

After eliminating a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
Commander, Mohammad Asif alias
Hashim Moosa, in the Central Kashmir
district of Budgam, a fresh search was
launched by the joint team of security
forces in the forested areas of Rajouri
and Udhampur districts after recording
suspected movement of terrorists in the
area on Sunday.

According to ground reports, suspect-
ed movement of a group of three terror-

ists came on the radar of the security Secu}ity personnel in J&K

Congress slams retrospective environmental clearances

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Sunday slammed
the Modi Government over
the issue of retrospective
environmental clearances,
and said the “ecologically
damaging saga” continues.

The Congress general sec-
retary in-charge communica-
tions shared the screenshot
of a media report which
claimed that the Union
Environment Ministry has
directed its central and State-
level expert bodies to
resume processing ‘post-
facto’ environmental clear-
ance (EC) proposals, two

months after the Supreme
Court permitted it to take
such pending, rejected or
returned proposals to their
logical conclusion in accor-
dance with law.

“The ecologically damag-
ing saga of retrospective
environmental clearances
continues,” Ramesh said
on X.

‘On May 16, 2025, a two-
judge bench of the Supreme
Court had categorically
rejected such clearances, the
former environment minister
said, adding that this was a
bold verdict and 100 per
centright.

However, on November
18,2025, a three-judge bench

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh

of the Supreme Court led by
the Chief Justice himself by a
2-1 majority overturned the
earlier Supreme Court deci-
sion, Ramesh said and
stressed that this was, to put

it most mildly, just wrong.
Thereafter, on July 29, 2026,
another three-judge bench of
the Supreme Court headed
by the present Chief Justice
unanimously struck down

the facility for retrospective
environmental clearances
provided by the Modi
Government initially on
March 14,2017 and later reaf-
firmed in an Office
Memorandum on July 7,2021,
he pointed out.

This was a most welcome
development but the verdict
also allowed those cases
where such approvals had
already been granted to be
taken forward, Ramesh said.

That exemption diluted
the impact of the judgment
which essentially condoned
the past but shut the door for
such violations of law in
future, he said.

The Ministry of

Environment, Forests and
Climate Change has now ini-
tiated the implementation of
this July 29, 2026 judgment,
Ramesh said.

“It needs to be told again
and again that ignorance of
the law has never been the
cause for seeking retrospec-
tive environmental approvals.
It has always been the stan-
dard operating practice to
start a project and seek envi-
ronmental approvals later by
presenting a fait accompli -
the ‘baad mein dekha jayega’
approach,” Ramesh said.

In any case, ignorance of
the law, feigned or otherwise,
should never be a cause for
exoneration, he added.

Case booked over false Form-7 in Karnataka

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bengaluru

An FIR has been registered at
Vyalikaval Police Station here
based on a complaint alleg-
ing that 778 “false” Form-7
applications were submitted
during the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.

In Vijayapura, eight
voters have challenged MLA
Basanagouda Patil Yatnal’s
claim that their names
figured in the rolls despite
their absence.

The Bengaluru case was
registered on a complaint
by Congress leader Anoop
lyengar, alleging irregular-
ities in Ward-64 of the
Malleshwaram Assembly
constituency. Booth agent
Vasantha Lakshmi has been
named in the FIR. But the
FIR did not mention which
party she belonged to.

The complaint alleges
that Form-7 applications

Representative image

were submitted claiming
that voters were either
absent from their resi-
dences or had permanent-
ly shifted, although they
were actually residing in
the constituency. It further
alleges that individuals
linked to the BJP and RSS
targeted voters belonging
to a particular community
and misused the Form-7
process. The applications
were allegedly submitted in
the name of Vasantha
Lakshmi. Police are investi-

gating the allegations.

Meanwhile, the SIR con-
troversy intensified in

Vijayapura after Yatnal, who

has been expelled from the
BJP, on September 30
claimed that names of
persons missing and those
located elsewhere have
figured in the electoral rolls.

Eight voters subsequent-
ly approached the Deputy
Commissioner’s office,
claiming they were alive
and demanding legal action
against Yatnal.

BJP ALLEGES
FORM-7 CASES

Bengaluru: BJP Karnataka
unit president BY Vijayendra
on Sunday alleged that the
Congress Government was
pressuring police to file
cases against BJP workers
over Form-7 applications
during the ongoing SIR of
electoral rolls, following
Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar’s sit-in at the
CEOQ's office on Thursday.

Vijayendra said the BJP
had raised the issue with
Director General of Police MA
Saleem after former Chief
Minister BS Yediyurappa,
Leader of Opposition R
Ashoka and other senior
party leaders met him on
Friday. He warned that the
party would take to the
streets if police action against
its workers continued. He
said Form-7 was a provision
under the electoral-roll

revision process. (PNS)

AAP mocks Congress over defections history

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Panaji

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
in Goa on Sunday took a
swipe at the Congress over
the history of defections by
its MLAs, sharpening fric-
tion within the Opposition
ahead of the 2027 Assembly
elections.

Mocking the grand old
party’s credibility with the
slogan “Ek Kachori Do
Samosa, Is Congress Ka Kya
Bharosa” (One kachori, two
samosas, how can Congress
be trusted?), the AAP, in a
post on social media, shared

PTI

AAPflag

pictures of former Congress
MLAs who joined the ruling
BJP in 2019 and 2022.

In 2019, as many as 10
Congress MLAs switched
sides to the BJP, while eight
more legislators defected to
the ruling party in 2022.

The jibe came two days

after senior Congress leader
Sachin Pilot addressed the
party’s ongoing Goy Rakhon
Yatra(Save Goa Campaign)in
Sankhalim, the assembly con-
stituency represented by Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant.

The Congress has been
using the campaign to
mobilise public support
ahead of the 2027 polls and
present a united opposition
front against the BJP-led
State Government.

Hitting back, Goa Pradesh
Congress Committee
working president Sunil
Kawthankar condemned
the AAP for repeatedly tar-

geting his party instead of
the ruling BJP. He noted
that the AAP’s remark fol-
lowed the Congress’s suc-
cessful rallies in Sankhalim
and Minister Vishwajit
Rane’s Valpoi constituen-
cy. “This itself speaks
volumes about the Delhi-
based party’s intentions,”
Kawthankar said.

Taking an indirect jab at
the AAP’s ally, the Goa
Forward Party, Kawthankar
added that the real question
was whether alliance part-
ners agreed with the jibe and
still trusted the Arvind
Kejriwal-led party.

TMC slams CM Suvendu’s
claim on Mamata’s injury

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

The pro-Mamata Trinamool
Congress has trashed Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari’s
remarks accusing former
Chief Minister Banerjee of
faking a leg injury in the 2021
Assembly elections to draw
public sympathy at the cost
of the BJP to win the polls,
which she managed to do
successfully.

Calling the Chief Minister’s
remarks “tasteless, unfortu-
nate and disinformative,”
senior TMC MLA Kunal Ghosh
on Sunday said Adhikari
should be ashamed of
making such statements,
lest it would “degrade his
own impression in public.”

He said, “Slandering and
spreading canards about
anyone’s personal medical
history is reprehensible.
Mamata di indeed injure
her left foot, causing the
doctors to advise her bed
rest, which she wouldn’t...
This is recorded fact,”
adding, “itis beyond medical
ethics to pass on or reveal
medical reports of one
person to others, and one is

sure the doctors who
treated her would not do
that.” Adhikari’s remarks
were baseless and were
“tossed in public as a polit-
ical rhetoric to gain electoral
mileage in Nandigram by-
elections,” Ghosh said.
Campaigning for
Nandigram and Rejinagar
by-elections came to a close
on Sunday. The elections are
to take place on October 6.
The Chief Minister had
earlier accused Banerjee of
faking a minor foot injury
during a campaign in
Nandigram ahead of the
2021 Assembly elections.
“Mamata Banerjee faked
her leg injury... There was no
fracture ... Let her challenge
and I will reveal everything
.. The doctors who were
privy to it know this ... The
report dated March 11, 2021,
of the Department of Radio
Diagnosis of a Government
hospital confirms this.
These were all done to
gain public sympathy
during elections, he said,
adding that the Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) was already investigat-
ing the matter.

Terrorist hunt on 1n J&K after villager freed

weapons.
FILE PHOTO

forces after a villager was abducted by
them late Saturday night from a forward
area in the Sunderbani sector of Rajouri.

The villagers alerted the security
forces, following which a search was
launched in the area. The abducted vil-
lager, identified as Anil Sudan, was
later released by the suspected terror-

Over 250 elephants saved from
collisions in 9 months: NFR

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Guwahati

The Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR) on Sunday said
more than 250 elephants
have been saved from train
hits in the last nine months
through intensified efforts
by all stakeholders in its juris-
diction. From January to
September this year, timely
interventions by the railway

ists in the wee hours of Sunday after they
reached a location near Dua Khad
forest around 3:15 am.

During the day, combing and search
operations were intensified in different
directions to track down the footprints
of the suspected terrorists.

Till late evening, no contact was
established between the security forces
and the terrorists. Additional troops
were also rushed to the area to plug the
gaps and prevent the escape of the ter-
rorists hiding in the jungle area.

In a separate anti-terrorist operation,
a joint team of security forces also cor-
doned off the Mandugala Dhok forest in
Rajouri after locals reported the move-
ment of two persons wearing black
dresses and carrying backpacks and

Another search operation was con-
ducted at Chigli Keya village in
Udhampur, the officials said.

On September 17, two Pakistani terror-

ists were killed in an encounter with

escape.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

security forces in the Majalta area of
Udhampur, while one terrorist was
reportedly injured but managed to

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on Sunday met Bangladesh’s outgo-
ing High Commissioner to India, Riaz
in New Delhi for a
farewell call and acknowledged his
contribution to relations between
the two neighbouring countries.
Following the meeting, Jaishankar
said he was pleased to receive the
Bangladeshi envoy and wished him
success in his future assignments.
The meeting comes as Hamidullah

Hamidullah,

SAUGAR SENGUPTA W Kolkata

Rebel TMC MLA sustains burn injuries

Saturday.

his condition was stable.

he had attempted suicide.

Bidi and tea tycoon and Democratic
Trinamool Congress MLA from Sagardighi
in Murshidabad, Bayron Biswas, has
been hospitalised with severe burn
injuries, sources in the rebel TMC group
said, adding he suffered burns in a fire
at his residence in Murshidabad’s
Samserganj. The incident occurred on

He was admitted to a nursing home with
about 30 percent burn injuries, mostly to
his legs and hands, sources said, adding

A senior officer in Jangipur said that
preliminary inquiry indicated that the fire
originated from the AC in the MLA’s
room. Other sources, however, said that
“The cause of
the fire is being ascertained,” he said. The
family runs bidi factories, tea plantations,

Jaishankar bids farewell to Bangladesh envoy Hamidullah

Rebel TMC MLA Bayron Biswas

FILE PHOTO

schools, and hospitals, etc.

Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari and
former Congress MP Adhir Chowdhury also
expressed concern over the incident and
prayed for his early recovery.

Secretary (West) in Bangladesh’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The farewell meeting takes place
amid continued diplomatic engage-
ment between New Delhi and
Dhaka. In recent days, India’s High
Commissioner to Bangladesh,
Dinesh Trivedi, has held meetings
with senior Bangladeshi officials,
including the State Minister for
Foreign Affairs and the Minister for
Liberation War Affairs, with discus-
sions focusing on bilateral and
mutual-interest issues.

India has also reiterated its pref-

personnel helped save 255
elephants across its
Alipurduar, Rangia, Lumding
and Tinsukia divisions, NFR
chief spokesperson Kapinjal
Kishore Sharma said.

A combination of NFR’s
technology-driven systems,
enhanced vigilance and close
coordination with the forest
department has led to the
success, he said.

The NFR has taken several

Representative image

proactive and technology-
driven measures to prevent
elephant-train collisions in
vulnerable areas.

These include deployment
of an Al-based Intrusion
Detection System (IDS) using
Distributed Acoustic System
(DAS) technology, which pro-
vides real-time alerts on ele-
phant movement near tracks.

concludes an 18-month tenure as
Bangladesh’s High Commissioner
in India.

Reflecting on his tenure,
Hamidullah said he had sought to
maintain and strengthen India-
Bangladesh relations around the
principles of mutual trust, dignity
and shared interests. He said his
focus had been on building a rela-
tionship that could remain sustain-
able over the long term.

Hamidullah also highlighted his

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meeting Bangladesh’s outgoing High Commissioner to

India Riaz Hamidullah in New Delhi on Sunday

erence for a positive, constructive,
and forward-looking relationship
with Bangladesh, maintaining that
bilateral concerns should be
addressed through established
diplomatic mechanisms.

PIONEER PHOTO Hamidullah is set to leave the post

effort to engage beyond tradition-
al diplomatic channels, saying he
sought to connect with people and
strengthen the people-to-people
dimension of relations between

the two countries.

The diplomat assumed charge
as Bangladesh’s High Commissioner
to India in April 2025. Before his
posting to New Delhi, he served as

after completing his tenure in New
Delhi. His departure marks another
diplomatic transition in India-
Bangladesh relations as both sides
continue engagementon a range of
bilateral matters.

Newborn
strangled in MP
hospital, Kin
suspected

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

A newborn girl was alleged-
ly strangled to death inside
the Special Newborn Care
Unit (SNCU) of a hospital in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Ashoknagar district, with
police suspecting the
involvement of her mother
or grandmother. The inci-
dent has raised questions
over the safety and monitor-
ing of newborns inside the
hospital’s restricted-care
facility.

The baby, reportedly the
third girl in the joint family,
was born around 11:50 pm
on Friday to a family from
Sakrra village in the
Chanderi area. She was
admitted to the SNCU shortly
after birth for medical care.
According to police, the
newborn was found dead
between 3 pm and 4 pm on
Saturday.

Kotwali police said inves-
tigators were questioning
the circumstances surround-
ing the death. Police suspect
either the child’s mother or
grandmother was involved,
as both were present at the
SNCU. The mother is cur-
rently under greater suspi-
cion, according to the police.

A post-mortem examina-
tion found marks around
the newborn’s neck, indi-
cating strangulation.
Compression marks were
also reportedly observed on
the neck. The final autopsy
findings are awaited, and
police are collecting evi-
dence to establish how the
infant died and who was
responsible.
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Editor’s

TAKE

India steps into the
role of mediator

Kyiv’'s endorsement of India’s Ukraine peace
proposal strengthens New Delhi’s credentials as a
credible peacemaker and could bolster its standing

All through the Russia-Ukraine war India has maintained
a neutral stance and kept away from entering active
mediation, focussing on its oil requirements which
naturally tilt it in favour of Russia and making its neutrality
look rather superficial. However, that has changed now
with India coming up with a truce plan that Kyiv has
praised as ‘comprehensive.’

Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha has now said
what New Delhi’s diplomats have waited years to hear. Of
four proposals to end the conflict, before Kyiv, from India,
Turkey, Egypt and the United States, he called India's the
most comprehensive, adding that for the first time India
has signalled willingness to play an active role. Kyiv will
consider a truce, he said, but only if energy infrastructure
and the Black Sea are covered together.

The praise is earned. India’s plan, as Kyiv describes it,
pairs an energy ceasefire with a Black Sea truce. That is
shrewd design. Both sides gain from safe shipping lanes
that steady destabilise, fertiliser and fuel prices worldwide.
Moscow has rejected an unconditional ceasefire along the
front line and demands a comprehensive settlement. A
narrower package lets it say yes without abandoning that
position.

India's advantages are unusual. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s line that this is not an era of war is quoted in both
capitals. He has visited both leaders, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar travelled to Kyiv last month, and the
Kremlin has said it would welcome Indian efforts. Vladimir
Putin has also praised Modi's ideas for a settlement. A
country that buys Russian oil, trades with the West and
speaks for much of the Global South can reach rooms
where Western envoys cannot.

The prize is real, and the timing is right. The war’s costs
keep mounting for everyone, and fatigue is showing.
Successful mediation would confirm India as a convening
power, strengthen its case for a permanent seat at the UN
Security Council, and ease the energy and food-price
shocks that reach Indian households.

The obstacles are formidable. The plan’s details have not
been published in full, and Moscow's response to the
specific framework is unclear.

India’s long-criticised neutrality will be tested the
moment it must press either side.New Delhi should
therefore do what it does best: stay patient, keep both
channels open, and anchor any package in verification. It
should back a Zelenskyy-Putin meeting, which Kyiv itself
has floated, as the vehicle for turning a truce into talks.

One proposal will not end this war. But credibility is a
currency, and India holds a good deal of it. Spent wisely, it
can earn New Delhi a standing that no summit
communiqué can confer.

Daiv Vani

WISDOM FOR A MEANINGFUL LIFE

The Devotee Who
Argued with God

Devotion, at its most honest and unfiltered, does not
always resemble quiet, passive submission.

Markandeya, destined from birth to die at the young age
of sixteen, spent his final hours in unwavering, unbroken
worship of Shiva, refusing outright to leave the sacred
Shivaling even as Yama, the god of death himself, arrived
personally to claim him as fate had decided.

When Yama’s noose reached toward the boy to take his
life, it encircled the Shivaling itself instead, provoking Shiva
to emerge in tremendous fury and strike down death on
the spot, granting Markandeya eternal life in recognition
of his unshaken, uninterrupted devotion.

The story does not celebrate passive, quiet faith here. It
instead celebrates a devotion so complete and so fiercely
held that the boy refused to interrupt his worship even to
save his own life in that final, desperate moment, trusting
entirely and without reservation in what he had chosen to
hold onto.

We often treat our own commitments, to our values, our
relationships, our faith, as conveniently flexible the very
moment fear or crisis arrives, abandoning them exactly
when they are needed most desperately.

Today, identify one commitment you tend to quietly drop
under pressure, and hold to it a little longer than feels entire-
ly comfortable.

-DAIV

Election Commission: A question of trust

The questions were once raised by the Opposition. Today, they are being raised from within the Election
Commission itself. India’s voters deserve an answer

PRITAM
SINGH

For well over a year, the Opposition has been
asking uncomfortable questions about India’s
electoral rolls. We were dismissed as bad losers,
conspiracy theorists and politicians unwilling to
accept the people’s verdict. That argument has
suddenly become much harder to make.
Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Vivek Joshi recorded objections at least 14
times over 10 months to decisions and process-
es within the Election Commission. Their con-
cerns reportedly ranged from decisions taken
without their knowledge to changes in voter-reg-
istration procedures, deletion and restoration of
voters and the increasing centralisation of
control over electoral-roll systems.

These are not accusations made at a political rally.
They are objections recorded by two members
of the three-member Election Commission. The
issue is no longer merely what the Opposition
alleges about the EC. The issue is what Election
Commissioners themselves were saying inside
the Election Commission.

Warning Bells Within

Some of what has now emerged should concern
every Indian, irrespective of political affiliation.
Changes to Form 6, used for registration of new
voters, were reportedly described by the two
Commissioners as "illegal and unauthorised".
They also raised concerns over the centralisation
of electoral-roll management and the diminish-
ing authority of officials on the ground.

The case of Goa is particularly revealing. Ninety-
seven voters were examined by Electoral
Registration Officers and found eligible under the
prescribed process. Yet their inclusion was
blocked by the centralised system. Officials
sent eight emails in seven days seeking interven-
tion. The final roll was published on February 21.
As of September 20, the 97 names remained
missing. By itself, 97 may seem an insignificant
number in an electorate of hundreds of millions.
But constitutional rights are not protected
according to statistical convenience. For the
citizen wrongly denied a vote, the loss is
absolute. Even a single wrongful exclusion
should invite correction. Repeated instances, pro-
cedural objections and warnings from within the
Commission itself demand something more: an
explanation.

Questions We Asked

This is precisely why the questions raised by
Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi cannot
be brushed aside. Beginning with his presenta-

tion in August 2025 on alleged irregularities in
the Mahadevapura Assembly segment of
Bengaluru, he has repeatedly questioned

GOVERNMENTS WILL  yoter-roll integrity and demanded greater
COME AND transparency. The Election Commission disput-
GOVERNMENTS WILL edthoseallegations and challenged their evi-
GO. POLITICAL dentiary basis. :
PARTIES WILL WIN The EC was entitled to dispute them. But an

AND LOSE. BUT IF
CITIZENS BEGIN

allegation does not become irrelevant merely
because the institution facing it denies it. It
becomes more significant when subsequent

DOUBTING Expressed within that very insttution.
WHETHER THEIR First came the allegations. Then cafne the
NAMES WILL denials. Now come the documents. No respon-
REMAIN ON sible political party should claim that every
ELECTORAL ROLLS, deletion is fraudulen_t or that every electoral
WHETHER EVERY defeat proves manipulation. But neither
should a constitutional institution expect
LEGITIMATE VOTE questions to disappear merely by describing
WILL COUNT, AND them as politically motivated.
WHETHER THE .
INSTITUTION .'Ir-:l]ee slgle:lses:)':gttioitsizse makes complacency
CONDUCTING AN impossible. Draft electoral rolls released
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INDIFFERENT TO saw more than 13 crore names excluded
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involving deaths, migration, duplication and
WELL BEYOND ANY othervalid reasons. But at this scale, safeguards
ONE ELECTION against wrongful exclusion become more

The author is Member of
Uttarakhand Legislative
Assembly and Former
President of Uttarakhand
Pradesh Congress Committee

important, not less. However, after recent
public and political protest across India, com-
mission had to reconsider its past decisions.
However, the damage to India’s Democracy
has been done. Every number represents a
citizen. Nobody can say how an excluded
citizen would have voted. Nor should it
matter. Democracy cannot operate on the prin-
ciple that disenfranchisement becomes serious
only when we know which political party the

ELECTION COMMISSIO
— OF INDIA

disenfranchised voter supported.

The question is simpler: Was every eligible
citizen given a fair opportunity to remain on
the electoral roll and exercise the franchise?
If there is uncertainty about that answer, the
Election Commission must remove it.

Trusting the Referee

The Commission has responded to the latest
revelations by saying differing views are part
of institutional decision-making and that its
eventual decisions over the past year were
unanimous. That explanation deserves to be
heard. But it also throws up uncomfortable
questions.

If concerns serious enough to include words
such as "illegal and unauthorised" were record-
ed, how were they resolved? If Commissioners
questioned decisions allegedly taken without
their knowledge, what procedures were sub-
sequently followed? If the final decisions
were unanimous, what changed between
objection and assent?

India’s Constitution entrusted the EC with
something more precious than administrative
authority - it entrusted it with the faith of the
Indian voter.

Governments will come and governments will
go. Political parties will win and lose. But if cit-
izens begin doubting whether their names will
remain on electoral rolls, whether every legit-
imate vote will count, and whether the insti-
tution conducting an election is indifferent to
who wins it, the damage extends well beyond
any one election.

An Election Commission does not become
independent because it declares itself indepen-
dent. Its conduct must leave citizens with no
reasonable cause to believe otherwise. Trust,
once lost, cannot be restored through asser-
tions. It must be earned: through transparen-
¢y, accountability and answers.

Members of the Panghat Performing Arts Group perform during a full dress
rehearsal for the upcoming ’Navratri’ festival, in Ahmedabad, Gujarat

PHOTO: PTI
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The lessons schools don’t teach

2ND OPINION

Even though our kids spend years studying for exams, some
of the most significant tests they will encounterin life don’t
have textbooks, grades or answer keys. Children learn frac-
tions, mathematics, grammatical rules, scientific ideas, and
a plethora of other topics from us as educators and parents.
Additionally, we celebrate high percentages and flawless
results while preparing students for exams, competitions
and entrance exams. However, in the process of finishing
the curriculum and getting ready for the next exam, we
might be forgetting to ask a straightforward question: Are
we educating kids just to do well in school or are we also
training them to function with confidence outside of it?
Consider a studentwho is adept at calculating percentages
but lacks the knowledge necessary to handle a monthly
budget.

Someone else can produce a compelling article about
environmental responsibility, but they are unable to prepare
a simple dinner or handle a small emergency. Teenagers
may be familiar with a number of mathematical formu-
las, but they may not understand how loans operate, what
insurance is or the importance of consistent saving. These

are not signs of a lack of intelligence rather they show a
SAKSHI disconnect between whatkids learn and what life ultimate-
SETHI Iy demands of them. Naturally, academic knowledge is

crucial. Science teaches inquiry, literature broadens per-
spectives, mathematics fosters reasoning, and history aids
in our comprehension of society. Replacing these subjects
is undoubtedly not the solution. The challenge is whether
education can accommodate a different type of informa-
tion the knowledge needed to get by in daily life.

One such area is financial literacy. Instant payments, inter-
net shopping, subscriptions and easy access to credit are
all part of the environment that children are growing up
in. They should learn the distinction between requiring and
desiring, borrowing and saving and income and expendi-
ture before they start earning. A child may be better pre-
pared for adulthood by a straightforward classroom
exercise involving a home budget than through a chapter
alone. Emotional education comes next. We frequently
advise kids to be confident, handle stress or control their
anger without actually teaching them how. It’s not a soft
extra to know how to handle disappointment, express emo-
tions, settle disputes and seek for assistance. Throughout
life, these skills influence relationships, the workplace and

one’s own well-being. Additionally, schools can teach kids
practical skills like basic cooking, first aid, personal safety,
comprehending essential paperwork, basic home repairs
and disaster preparedness skills that earlier generations
frequently learned organically at home. Being able to take
care of oneself is a sign of dignity. At eighteen, indepen-
dence shouldn’t start all at once. The same consideration
should be given to communication. In addition to writing
grammatically accurate responses, education should
generate young adults who can talk properly in front of
others, listen patiently, disagree politely and mostimpor-
tantly introduce themselves with confidence. When a
youngster learns to communicate with empathy, they take
that learning with them outside of the classroom.
However, there is one risk.

Allow the youngster to create a budget. Instead, than
only explaining first aid, let kids to take part in a demon-
stration. Maybe one afternoon every two weeks might be
transformed into a Life Lab with no textbook and no com-
petition. Children cannot be prepared for every scenario
they may face through education. Uncertainty will always
exist in life.

Students will still have to deal with money, relationships,
obligations, disappointments and themselves years after
they have forgotten a formula or an exam date. Maybe that’s
the test we ought to be getting them ready for.

k The writer is an educator and a councillor j

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India’s Asian Games surge

Apropos the news report ‘5 gold medals propel India
to fourth spot at Asian Games’ (Oct 4).Kudos to the entire
Indian contingent for the inspiring crescendo of India’s
campaign at the 2026 Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya.
Finishing fourth with 21 gold and 85 medals overall—
second only to the tally achieved at Hangzhou in 2023—
is a remarkable milestone and a sign of the growing
depth of Indian sport.What makes the performance par-
ticularly significant is that it came with a relatively lean
contingent of 495 athletes.

The sports ministry’s emphasis on stringent selection
and preparation appears to have paid dividends,
demonstrating that quality and focused training can
matter more than sheer numbers.Historic achievements
such as 17-year-old Kumkum Mohod’s individual
recurve archery gold and Pranavi Urs’s breakthrough
victory in women'’s golf are especially encouraging. They
underline how India is increasingly making its presence
felt beyond traditional strengths such as cricket and
hockey.As India looks towards the Los Angeles Olympics,
this strong finish should provide valuable momentum
and confidence. The performance reflects a sporting
ecosystem increasingly capable of competing with Asia’s
best.

SANJAY CHOPRA | MOHALI

Al can assist, but teachers must guide

Teachers’ Day and World Teachers’ Day offer an
opportunity to reflect on how education must evolve in
an age increasingly shaped by Artificial Intelligence. Al can
provide information, personalised learning, translations,
practice exercises and even lesson plans within seconds.
Yet its growing presence does not diminish the impor-
tance of teachers; rather, it makes their role more signif-
icant.The teacher is gradually moving from being merely
a provider of information to becoming a guide who helps
students interpret, question and apply what they learn.
Al can explain a mathematical concept in several ways,
but students still need to learn how to assess the accu-
racy of information, recognise errors and understand
context.

There is also a danger in allowing students to depend
excessively on Al for homework, projects and writing.
Getting an answer is not the same as understanding a
subject. Independent thinking, creativity and curiosity must
remain central to education.Teachers also provide some-
thing Al cannot: empathy, experience and an emotional
connection with students. They encourage children in
failure, celebrate their achievements and help shape their
values and character. Technology can provide informa-

tion; teachers turn it into understanding and wisdom.
DATTAPRASAD SHIRODKAR | MUMBAI

A test for India-Bangladesh ties

The continued uncertainty over India’s response to
Bangladesh’s repeated requests for the extradition of
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina underlines the com-
plexity of the issue and its wider implications for bilater-
al relations.Hasina has been living in India since fleeing
Bangladesh on August 5, 2024, following the collapse of
her government amid mass protests. She was subsequent-
ly tried in absentia by a special tribunal and sentenced
to death, while the interim administration in Dhaka sought
her extradition through a diplomatic note.The issue has
since become a persistent irritant in India-Bangladesh rela-
tions.

With the Bangladesh Nationalist Party government
under Prime Minister Tarique Rahman now in office, Dhaka
has reiterated its demand. The matter has also compli-
cated high-level diplomatic engagement between the two
countries.India’s decision to examine the request through
established legal and diplomatic procedures is understand-
able, particularly given the nature of the charges and the
death sentence. At the same time, prolonged uncertain-
ty could further complicate relations with Bangladesh.New
Delhi will need to balance legal obligations, humanitar-
ian considerations and its larger strategic interests while
dealing with a politically sensitive neighbour.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI
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From vultures to bustards: Reversing
avian decline needs habitats, not robots

The worldwide decline of bird populations signals a deeper breakdown of the ecosystems on which human life
depends. As habitats disappear and technology increasingly attempts to replace nature’s functions, the question
is no longer simply how to save birds, but whether we understand what we stand to lose with them

ARVIND
KUMAR JHA

BKP SINHA

Human existence has long been tied to the vibrant rhythm
of avian life, but that natural orchestra is rapidly falling
silent. Global biodiversity assessments show that nearly
half of all bird species worldwide are experiencing active
population decreases, with more than 12 percent facing
imminent extinction. Worldwide and across the Indian
subcontinent, collapsing bird populations are signalling
an ecological crisis.

In India, citizen science data across 942 species reveals
that 60% of evaluated species show severe long-term
declines, leading to 178 species categorized as High
Conservation Priority. Out of the three hundred and thirty-
eight species evaluated for long-term trends over the past
three decades, sixty percent show severe population
declines. On an annual basis, roughly forty percent of eval-
uated species are shrinking year-over-year. While gener-
alist species (e.g., Rock Pigeons, Asian Koels) adapt to
human landscapes, specialized groups are collapsing
rapidly. Grassland-dependent birds, migratory shorebirds,
and waterfowl have dropped by over 50% alongside sig-
nificant losses among insectivores and raptors.

Among these losses, the collapse of Indian scavengers
including Gyps vultures and white-rumped vultures by
ninety-eight to ninety-nine percent happened in the 1990s
allegedly due to poisoning from veterinary diclofenac. The
sudden removal of these birds left millions of rotting live-
stock remains specially across rural landscapes, triggered
severe public health hazards, and increased rabies trans-
mission risks due to expansion of feral dog populations.
The high-voltage power transmission lines traversing open
landscapes have, with time, caused fatal collisions and
electrocutions especially among heavy, low-flying species
like the critically endangered Great Indian Bustard
whose habitats in various parts of India have already
degraded rapidly due to heavy biotic interference.

Avian depopulation’s primary drivers, in addition to
habitat fragmentation and chemical contamination, are
overwhelmingly anthropogenic, interconnected, and
cumulative. Relentless expansion of concrete infrastruc-
ture; agricultural conversion; disruption of wetlands;
human encroachment and deforestation triggered loss
of nesting, foraging, and sheltering sites; and forest fires
are the prominent ones. Concurrently, the heavy appli-
cation of synthetic pesticides decimates non-target
insect populations, transforming otherwise green-looking
farmlands into biological vacuums devoid of essential food
sources. Rapid urbanization degrades habitats through
acoustic masking, where high levels of continuous traffic
noise impact the birds by shrinking the active space they
rely on to defend territories, attract mates, and signal
danger. Nighttime artificial illumination disorients noc-
turnal migrants.

Avian population declines impact humans directly
because birds, silently but continuously, perform irreplace-
able ecological, sanitary, and social functions that benefit
humanity. Vultures serve as nature’s ultimate sanitation
system. They are also capable of neutralising lethal
pathogens like anthrax, cholera, and rabies from decay-
ing biomass. Insectivorous birds and raptors naturalise
pest populations by devouring millions of insects and
rodents daily and stabilising agricultural yields without
reliance on toxic chemicals. Frugivorous birds like horn-
bills and bulbuls ingest native fruits, process seeds
through digestive tracts that enhance germination, and
deposit them over immense distances, supporting the
regeneration of biomes. For indigenous communities
worldwide, birds are deeply interwoven with cultural iden-
tity. As per ethno-ornithology, traditional ecological
knowledge is often found as referring to avian behaviours.

Technology does serve as a powerful partner in
modern avian conservation, enabling scientists and
conservationists to protect vulnerable species and pre-
serve their natural habitats globally. In India, Technology

FACED WITH THE
CHALLENGES
ASSOCIATED WITH
THE AVIAN
POPULATION
DECLINES,
HOWEVER, INSTEAD
OF TAKING NATURE-
BASED ACTIONS IN
THE FIELD TO
REVIVE THE AVIAN
POPULATION,
HUMANS ARE
TRYING TO
ENGINEER A
DANGEROUS
PHILOSOPHICAL
SHIFT NOW. MODERN
ENGINEERING IS
ATTEMPTING TO
DEPLOY
TECHNOLOGICAL
SUBSTITUTES

Falcon migrations to stop poaching, locating cropland
nests with thermal drones, and detecting hidden species

boosts global bird conservation by mapping Amur (
like the Forest Owlet via Al bioacoustics to protect criti-
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cal habitats. Internationally, advanced monitoring tools have
proved to be vital in rescuing near-extinct species and reduc-
ing urban mortality. In North America, weather radar systems
and predictive machine learning models forecast peak migra-
tion nights to trigger "Lights Out" initiatives, preventing millions
of migratory bird collisions with illuminated skyscrapers.
Simultaneously, GPS tracking and smart nest technologies in
the United States and New Zealand enable real-time medical
interventions for lead-poisoned California Condors and safe-
guard the eggs of flightless Kakapos, demonstrating how tech-
nology can support and revive living avian populations.

Faced with the challenges associated with the Avian popu-
lation declines, however, instead of taking nature-based
actions in the field to revive the avian population, humans are
trying to engineer a dangerous philosophical shift now.
Modern engineering is attempting to deploy technological sub-
stitutes, ranging from micro-drones for orchard pollination, seed-
bombing aircraft for forest regeneration, and mechanized
carcass incinerators to address scavenging and sanitation.

Replacing living networks with technological surrogates,
however, fails across many operational dimensions. Micro-
drones lack the flight endurance, battery efficiency, and navi-
gational capability to manoeuvre through complex forest
canopies or manage delicate floral anatomy. Aerial seed
bombing drops unconditioned seeds without the digestive pro-
cessing or natural nutrient-rich manure provided by frugivores.
Chemical pesticides destroy topsoil food webs leaving persis-
tent toxic residues and inducing pest resistance; in clear con-
trast to the self-regulating biological predator-prey chains and
the balanced food-web. Use of technological solutions also exacts
a heavy environmental toll through resource-intensive man-
ufacturing and habitat pollution. Producing micro-batteries and
equipment requires destructive rare-earth mining, processing,
and high energy consumption. The rapid degradation of the
short-lived devices floods natural ecosystems with toxic elec-
tronic waste and microplastics. Al data centres require huge
natural resource. Wild birds, by contrast, are self-fuelling, self-
repairing biological entities that do multi-layered work and run
entirely on berries, insects, and sunlight while continuously
enriching our environment.

A comprehensive, long-term strategy is a prerequisite for the
reversal of avian declines and restoration of ecosystem stabil-
ity. Conservation policy must shift away from ‘technological sub-
stitution' and focus on habitat restoration and community-centric
protection. Infrastructure planning must mandate safety mea-
sures, including bird diverters and the selective underground-
ing of power transmission lines in high-risk zones. Regulatory
agencies must enforce strict bans on medicines and pesticides
dangerous to scavengers while simultaneously incentivizing
bio-safe organic farming. Urban planning must promote
native vegetation, preserve mature trees, safeguard city wet-
lands, and enforce noise and light abatement zones. While forest
management must focus on biodiversity conservation; the con-
tinuous forest corridors, natural wetlands, sacred groves, and
grasslands must be legally recognised and protected from frag-
mentation, industrial encroachment, destructive conversion,
and forest fires.

Technology may be used as a vital tool to protect, support,
and monitor natural systems, but it can never serve as a sub-
stitute for the living evolutionary complexity of nature includ-
ing avian life. The vital biological networks trapped in a dan-
gerous philosophical deception today are undergoing a quiet,
catastrophic collapse. Replacement of millions of years of evo-
lutionary engineering with artificial patchworks is not techno-
logical progress; it is a recipe for systemic ecological collapse.
It not only risks our world under the guise of development but
also helps create an undesirable situation in which the
younger generations will have to accept an impoverished natural
world as the new normal. Can’t we let them inherit a better
world?

Women, ageing and
financial independence

Early conditioning and experiences shape our actions,
reactions, expectations and our overall life trajectory and
narrative. We teach young girls to be responsible, adapt-
able, caring and supportive. These are important
values, but alongside them, we must nurture an
equally vital form of independence: financial indepen-
dence-the ability to earn, save, invest, own assets and
make informed financial decisions for themselves. An
older woman'’s financial security is rarely determined
in old age; it is built over a lifetime. It is shaped by the
opportunities she receives, the work she is able to pursue,
the assets she owns, and more importantly, the finan-
cial agency and confidence she develops along the way.

India is entering a new demographic chapter. As
people live longer and families evolve, ageing is a con-
versation that goes beyond retirement-it is increasing-
ly about how we prepare for longer lives with financial security, purpose and dignity.
India’s ageing population is projected to reach 347 million by 2040. This transition also
has an important gender dimension. According to the Longitudinal Ageing Study in India
(LASI), there are 1,065 women for every 1,000 men among Indians aged 60 and above,
highlighting the growing feminisation of ageing and the need to address the distinct
social and financial vulnerabilities older women may face.

Financial independence is a lifelong foundation

Financial independence is often viewed through the lens of income and earning capac-
ity, but true financial agency extends well beyond simply income. It means having the
knowledge, ability to understand and make decisions about one’s money, assets and
future. Awoman may be educated and earning yet remain financially dependent if she
has limited understanding of her financial situation or is excluded from financial deci-
sion-making regarding her money, assets, property, health insurance and savings.

HelpAge India’s 2023 report,"Women & Ageing: Invisible or Empowered?, highlights
the vulnerabilities many women face in later life. The findings reveal that 69% of older
women do not own any assets and
73% have no savings of their own.
The lack of economic security from
a savings perspective, is seen to
impact the decision-making status
of olderwomen, of whomonly20% =
have always taken decisions for h‘
themselves. For 65% women, it has
been either their spouse, in
laws/parents, or other family
members, who have always taken
decisions at their behest. Financial
vulnerability is often compounded
by health concerns: 48% report at least one chronic condition, while 65% do not have
health insurance. Financial security in later life is often shaped by decisions, opportu-
nities and circumstances accumulated over a lifetime. Career breaks or no formal employ-
ment, years spent in unpaid household and caregiving work, limited ownership of assets
& savings, or relying on someone else to manage finances may appear inconsequen-
tial at different stages of life. Over time, however, they can significantly influence awoman'’s
financial resilience, her ability to support herself, and her freedom to make indepen-
dent choices as she grows older.

The invisible economics of care

Women have long carried much of the unpaid care within families, to their children,
spouses, parents and grandparents. We celebrate this contribution, and rightly so, but
we rarely ask what it means for the woman providing that care. What happens to the
income she did not earn? What happens to the savings she could not build or the career
opportunities she had to put on hold? Care has enormous social value as it holds fam-
ilies together, yet its economic value often remains invisible. The impact can become
particularly clear in later life both in terms of health and financial well-being. 67% older
women are in caregiving roles, while 31% older women are unable to manage the burden
of their care taking roles, as per the HelpAge report. The answer is not for women to
care less, but to ensure that caring for others does not come at the cost of their own
financial security. Marriage, too, should not become a substitute for financial indepen-
dence. Itis a partnership rooted in companionship, shared responsibility and mutual
support-not a retirement plan. Whether married, widowed, divorced or single, every
woman should have the financial agency to support herself, build security for the future,
and participate equally in decisions that shape her financial well-being.

From childhood to later life, financial agency must evolve

Financial empowerment can begin with simple lessons. For a girl, it may start with
pocket money and learning how to save. For a young woman, it can mean earning, under-
standing credit and beginning to invest. For working women, it should include insur-
ance, assets and retirement planning. It should also include planning for periods when
she may step away from paid work to care for her family. As women grow older, the
conversation must expand to pensions, healthcare costs, succession planning and pro-
tection of assets. For older women, however, financial empowerment should not be
limited to protection and welfare. It should be about choice. Our understanding of older
women must evolve in the same way.

They are not only dependents or recipients of care; they are caregivers, workers, mentors,
entrepreneurs and community members. With the right support, they can continue to
contribute and make decisions about their own lives. The older women we see tomor-
row, are the girls we are raising today. If we teach girls that caring for others and secur-
ing themselves are competing priorities, they may continue to choose one at the expense
of the other. But we can create a different future. A future where women can care for
their families without becoming financially invisible. Where motherhood does not have
to mean giving up financial independence. Where marriage is a partnership rather than
aretirement plan, and where an older woman can make decisions about her money,
healthcare and future with confidence. The goal is to ensure that women can live a quality
life with choice, confidence, purpose, and dignity. Financial independence should not
be a phase of a women 's life, it should be a foundation that stays with her from her
first bank account to her later years. If we want
tomorrow’s older women to age with dignity, we (

RADHIKA
BHARAT RAM
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A tribute to the Captain who chose his passengers over his pain

When the stabbed.
news came that
an Indian
captain had

been stabbed in

descent,

the cockpit of a seconds. From the

flydubai Boeing floor of that cockpit,
DEVI 737 and had still bleeding and still
managed to being hit, he under-

SHARAN open thedoorso stood what only a

others could
reach him, I did
not read it as another aviation headline. I read
it as a captain’s report from the only place

understa

where a pilot is finally judged: alone, injured, longer being flown,
and responsible for everyone behind the itwas falling. He told
door.I was commander of Indian Airlines himself there was

Flight IC-814 when it was hijacked (Kandahar)
in December 1999.

For seven days we lived inside an aircraft that
had ceased to be ours, first in Amritsar, then

the cockp

Lahore, Dubai and finally Kandahar. What changed the arith-
stayed with me was not the drama that later metic of the flight.
filled books and screens. It was the narrower Israeli passengers
duty: keep the aircraft intact, keep the people and crew could

down. The aircraft
began a violent

some 14,000 feet in

long-serving pilot

his eyes closed: the
aeroplane was no

one push left. He
made it. He opened

That single act

He went

losing

nds with

it door.

for the moment when the
threat is the man beside
you and the door is the
only bridge to the cabin.
Captain Machchhar
crossed that line with a
calm that was not the
absence of pain. It was the
refusal to let pain finish
the decision.He has said
he was fighting for his
own life and, at the same
time, could not allow the
others to die.

That is the oldest sen-
tence in command. It is
not rhetoric. It is the
bargain every passenger
makes, usually without
knowing it, when the
cabin door closes. We
accept their trust. In
return we are expected, if
the hour comes, to spend
ourselves on it.

custody. He stood firm when the circum-
stances were at their most punishing, and by
doing so he gave passengers and fellow avia-
tors something rarer than relief. He gave
them proof that the left-hand seat still means
what it claims to mean.

As a fellow captain, I am proud to acknowl-
edge him. The aviation fraternity owes him
respect, and the younger generation of pilots
owes him an example. Captain Smit
Machchhar, you have earned both. I salute your
professionalism, your courage and your devo-
tion to duty, and I wish you strength, recovery
and honour in the years of flying still ahead.

Conclusion

Captain Machchhar did what no checklist
prescribes. Bleeding on a cockpit floor, with the
aircraft in freefall, he chose the passengers'
lives over his own pain and opened the door
that saved them all. That is command in its
purest form: custody, not display. Skill gets a
pilotinto the seat; character keeps him there
when everything else fails.

He has restored a quiet faith that the left-

alive, and do not let fear decide the next
minute.

That is why Captain Smit Machchhar’s
conduct on Flight FZ1073 from Dubai to Tel Aviv
moves me so deeply.

On 30 September, cruising near 34,000 feet
with about 174 passengers, most of them
bound for Tel Aviv, Captain Machchhar was
attacked by his co-pilot. He was struck and

enter, overpower
the attacker and, with help from others on
board, recover the aircraft. It diverted to
Tabuk in Saudi Arabia and landed. Every life
entrusted to that cockpit was saved.

Captain Machchhar is now recovering, his
head bandaged, his account given from a hos-
pital bed to the Prime Minister of India. The
world has rightly called him a hero. I wish to

call him something more precise: a captain.In
our profession, skill is the entry ticket. The test
comes later. A captain is measured by whether
he can remain inside the problem when the
problem has become physical, personal and
immediate.

Procedures assume a functioning crew and
a secure flight deck. They do not write the line

I have watched younger
pilots train for engine failures, decompressions
and rejected take-offs. We can simulate almost
everything except the private instant in which
a man decides that the aircraft and its people
still belong to him. Captain Machchhar has
shown that instant in public.

His bravery belongs to the highest tradition
of professional aviation: not display, but

hand seat still carries its original meaning. The
aviation fraternity owes him respect, and
younger pilots owe him an example worth fol-
lowing. Captain, we salute you, and we wish
you recovery and many more safe skies.

The writer is the Captain of IC-814, the Indian Airlines flight
hijacked and taken to Kandahar in 1999.
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Allahabad HC rejects bail pleas of
four cops in custodial death case

The Allahabad High Court has rejected bail applications
of four Uttar Pradesh police personnel in connection with
the 2021 custodial death case in Jaunpur district.

Rejecting their pleas, Justice Samit Gopal cited the CBI
chargesheet, which accused the cops of causing grievous
injuries to Krishna Kumar Yadav, alias Pujari, to extract a
confession and subsequently murdering him by inflicting
injuries sufficient to cause his death.

The CBI had also mentioned that false records were
created to portray his death as an accident or assault by
unknown persons rather than physical torture in police
custody. The four accused cops are Jaysheel Tiwari,
Rambkrit Yadav, Raj Kumar Verma and Angad Prasad
Chaudhary. The CBI had filed the chargesheet against 11
police personnel after an FIR was lodged on February 12,
2021, under Sections 302 (murder), 34 (common
intention), 120-B (conspiracy), among others, of the
Indian Penal Code at Baksha village of Jaunpur district.

The Special CBI Judge in Lucknow subsequently
framed charges on September 18, 2024.
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The Art of Living shows the art of winning:
How facts triumphed over noise in the SC

RANJIT KUMAR SINHA

Arecent Supreme Court judg-
ment has demonstrated the
true art of winning a high-
stakes environmental battle.
The case centers on the ‘Art
of Living International
Centre,’ run by ‘Vyakti Vikas
Kendra, India,” an organisa-
tion founded in 1981 by
Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar.

It took over eight long
years-from the conclusion of
the “World Culture Festival”
in March 2016 to the Supreme
Court’s definitive judgment
on August 22, 2026-for com-
plete legal vindication to
arrive.

For millions of followers of
the spiritual organisation
spread across more than 180
countries, this protracted
legal journey was far more
than a corporate appeal; it
was a deeply personal fight to
clear the movement’s name
against persistent allegations
of environmental harm.

The high-profile media cov-
erage and initial interim
penalties imposed by the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT), New Delhi, had cast a
long shadow over a founda-
tion renowned globally for
humanitarian work and envi-
ronmental conservation.

The SC’s final order-which
set aside all adverse find-
ings, directed a full refund of
the % five crore deposit, and
explicitly affirmed that the

site was already degraded
before the event-served as a
profound moral vindication,
restoring complete credibil-
ity to the organization’s eco-
friendly principles.

The saga began when the
World Culture Festival was
organised from March 11 to 13,
2016, on the Yamuna flood-
plains in Delhi.

According to official figures
published by The Art of Living
Foundation, the event’s sheer
scale heightened the stakes
of the legal battle. Built across
a massive seven-acre tempo-
rary stage, the festival hosted
an estimated 0.35 to 0.375
crore (35 to 37.5 lakh) physi-
cal attendees from over 155
countries over three days,
alongside a global live-stream
audience spanning 1.8 billion
(180 crore) viewers across
700,000 locations worldwide.
Featuring over 36,000 per-
forming artists, it stood as
one of the largest peaceful
cultural gatherings in modern
history-a factor that severely
amplified the subsequent
media glare and environ-
mental scrutiny.

Just @ month before the
event, an environmentalist
approached the National
Green Tribunal (NGT).
Supported by other activists
and media campaigns, they
alleged that the massive fes-
tival would severely harm
the riverbed and surrounding
wetlands.

The NGT appointed an
expert committee, which
conducted a brief visual
check and made a startling
claim: the eventssite had suf-
fered damage that would

cost %100-120 crores to fix.
Despite a letter from the
committee’s chairman admit-
ting this figure was unscien-
tific, the number made global
headlines.

Just two days before the
festival, the NGT imposed an
interim environmental com-
pensation fee of ¥ five crore
on the organizers. The timing
left the organization with
virtually no time to challenge
the order before the event
began. Later, the NGT held the
organizers responsible under
the strict “no-fault liability”
rule. It ordered that the % five
crore be used for site restora-
tion and held the organiza-
tion liable for any extra costs
to build a public biodiversity
park.

Faced with intense media
scrutiny, public outrage, and
procedural hurdles, the Art of
Living (AOL) chose a dignified
response. The organisation
paid the % five crore deposit
under protest (“without prej-
udice”) to ensure the peace-
ful conduct of the event.

Rather than engaging in
public shouting matches or

aggressive media debates,
the team quietly collected
hard, verifiable evidence.
They gathered over 50 clear
satellite images, government
communications, rain data,
and expertrecords to build a
methodical legal defence.

When the case reached
the Supreme Court, this quiet,
fact-based strategy paid off
completely.

The SC noted that the site
was already full of construc-
tion debris and garbage long
before the event took place.
Rejecting the assumption
that AOL caused the pre-
existing damage, the bench
observed that the expert
committee went on a somer-
sault and admitted it was
impossible to “assess the
ecological status of the ripar-
ian ecosystems at the site
before the event” or “deter-
mine the state of ecosystem
to which restoration has to be
carried out.”

Crucially, the Supreme
Court highlighted a massive
spatial error in the NGT’s
assessment. While AOL was
allotted less than 25 hectares

(around 61 acres) of land for
the event, the NGT’s commit-
tee assessed a vast stretch of
170 hectares (around 420
acres) and unfairly fastened
the financial burden of reha-
bilitating this entire expan-
sive area onto AOL.

The Supreme Court also
agreed that relying on a
single internet photo taken
during heavy monsoon rains
in September was unscientif-
ic and unreliable. Rebuking
the NGT’s selective approach,
the Apex Court noted that the
Google image was “in stark
contrast with the entire sur-
rounding material” and ques-
tioned how the NGT found
that image reliable while
failing to grant the same
indulgence to the images
produced by AOL.

The SC drew a clear line
between restoring actual
damage and forcing a private
entity to fund government
infrastructure. Rejecting the
NGT’s order forcing AOL to
fund a public biodiversity
park across land it never
occupied, the bench firmly
held: “Effectively, the Tribunal
burdened the appellant with
the task of developing some-
thing that it never destroyed.”

The SC struck down the
NGT’s misuse of Section 17(3)
“no-fault” liability. Clarifying
the true scope of environ-
mental law, the bench ruled:
“The alleged person must be
a ‘polluter’ before itis held as
absolutely liable in law... the
principle cannot be invoked
unless the degradation is
attributable to the alleged
person. In the present case,
the causal link has not been

established by any standard.”

Beyond individual vindi-
cation, this landmark judg-
ment offers a crucial lesson
for authorities, tribunals, and
civil society. By defeating an
ideologically charged cam-
paign purely through
unshakeable facts, satellite
evidence, and constitutional
law, the Art of Living set a
blueprint for how spiritual
and social organizations can
withstand targeted legal
activism without resorting
to public vitriol.

Pulling up statutory bodies
and the NGT for acting
mechanically, the Supreme
Court emphasised that envi-
ronmental enforcement
cannot operate on specula-
tive assumptions or adminis-
trative double standards.

The SC made it clear that
public authorities must exer-
cise objective due diligence
rather than penalising organ-
isers ex post facto on
unproven claims-thereby
establishing a vital safeguard
against mechanical, narra-
tive-driven litigation.

Ultimately, the Supreme
Court set aside the NGT judg-
ment, cleared the organisa-
tion of all liability, and
ordered a full refund of the ¥
five crore deposit.

In doing so, the Art of Living
truly demonstrated the art of
winning-proving that high-
stakes legal battles are won
not by noise, but by calm
patience, solid facts, and
unshakeable truth.

The author is a senior journalist
covering legal affairs. Views presented
are personal

SC to hear pleas for suspension of
CEC Gyanesh Kumar on Monday

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on Monday a
batch of pleas seeking suspen-
sion of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar and challenging the
manner in which the poll
panel led by him took deci-
sions, allegedly without the
approval of two election
commissioners.

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana is scheduled to hear
the pleas filed by Rakesh
Kumar Singh and advocate
Shailendra Mani Tripathi, who
have also challenged the deci-
sions, guidelines and software
changes allegedly made by
Kumar without the concur-

rence of his two colleagues.
The PIL, filed by Patna resi-
dent Rakesh Kumar Singh, has
urged the top court to deter-
mine whether Kumar has
been individually exercising
powers that legally belong to
the Election Commission (EC)
as awhole, and, if so, to declare
those actions unauthorised
and take appropriate legal

action. “Direct that respon-
dentNo.3 (CEC) shall not exer-
cise the functions of Chief
Election Commissioner of
India pending final hearing of
the present petition; direct
that during such period, the
business of the Commission be
transacted by the unanimous
decision of respondent Nos. 4
(Sukhbir Singh Sandhu) and 5

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
H Hyderabad

Ujjal Bhuyan on Sunday said
any process which disenfran-
chises millions of Indian citi-
and a negation of the constitu-

“whataboutery” can justify it.
Justice Bhuyan, who deliv-

the 19th Justice Bodh Raj

University of Law, said the
provide for two classes of citi-
zens —-one class of citizens with

rights. Any process which leads
to wholesale disenfranchise-

Articles 326 and 14 of the

Supreme Court judge Justice

zens was intrinsically arbitrary

tional order. No amount of

ered the valedictory address at

Sawhney Memorial Moot Court
Competition at NALSAR

Indian Constitution does not

voting rights and the other
class of citizens without voting

ment of Indian citizens making
them citizens without voting
rights would be violative of

Constitution of India, he said.
“Ifany process results in disen-
franchising millions and mil-
lions of Indian citizens making
them second class citizens in
their own country in the sense
of being citizens without a
voting right, such a process is
intrinsically arbitrary. No
amount of whataboutery can
justify it,” he said.

“It strikes at the very heart of
the Constitution and I would
g0 to the extent of saying that
it is a negation of the
Constitutional order which we
have adopted based under

Constitution of India,” he said.

Observing that Indian citi-
zens’ right to vote is inter-
twined with India’s long years
of struggle against foreign rule,
he said it is a manifestation of
freedom achieved after long
struggle and sacrifice and
Article 326 cannot be tinkered
with atall. “No authority cando
it; no court can endorse it or
condone it. No one is above the
Constitution,” he said. Justice
Bhuyan said the right to vote
or theright to be a voteris not
a mere statutory right that
flows from parliamentary leg-
islation like the Representation
of the People’s Act 1951, but a
Constitutional right forminga
distinct part of democracy
itself. Thus positioning itself
within the framework of the
basic structure of the Indian
Constitution. Citing a Supreme
Court order, he said the apex
court observed that the right to
vote of a citizen cannot be

divorced or separated from the
mandate of Article 326.

Theright of a citizen to be a
voterand to vote is of the great-
estimportance and forms the
foundation of free and fair
election.

Section 22 of the
Representation of the People’s
Act permits deletion of an
entryin the voter’slistbutonly
after the said voter has been
given a reasonable opportuni-
ty of being heard, he said.

He cited another Supreme
Court judgment and said the SC
has laid down the guidelines to
be followed in case of deletion
of voters.

Exceptinthe case ofa dead
person, the name of a voter
once enlisted in the electoral
roll cannot be deleted without
notice and hearing, he said.

“From the persona of an
Indian citizen, the right to vote
or right to be included in the
voters list cannot be detached.

Any process which disenfranchises Indians is arbitrary: Justice Bhuyan

It will be like taking out the soul
from the body,” he said.

Justice Bhuyan said US judge
Justice Frankfurter had
expressed the view that in a
democracy the highest office
is not that of the President but
that of the citizen.

He further quoted him as
saying: “Democracy is always
a beckoning goal, not a safe
harbour; for freedom is an
unremitting endeavour, never
a final achievement.”

“I ask myself, what is the
worth of a citizen without
his/her voting rights,” Justice
Bhuyan asked. Justice Bhuyan,
who served as the Chancellor
of NALSAR, said he can be
legitimately proud of the stu-
dents of the institution. “You
have shown to the countryand
the world what a university
student that too, a student of
law should be like. You are bril-
liant. You are bold and you are
brave,” he said.
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Split verdict in JITF-NTPC matter leaves dispute unresolved

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi High Court’s recent split
verdict in the JITF-NTPC
dispute has left unresolved
the dispute involving an arbi-
tral award of nearly %1,889
crore, involving Public Money.

On September 2, 2026, a
Delhi High Court Division
Bench delivered a split verdict
in the long-running dispute
between State-owned power
major NTPC and infrastructure
company |JITF. However, the
1:1 split left the matter unre-
solved.

Justice C Hari Shankar
allowed the appeal, set aside
the Single Judge’s order and
restored the 2019 Arbitral
Award “in its entirety.”

However, Justice Om

Prakash Shukla disagreed on
four claims - 1, 3, 3A and 5A -
which together account for
the bulk of the 1,889 crore
award in favour of JITF in
January 2019.

Justice Shukla upheld the

Single Judge’s order primari-
ly on the grounds of the
express contractual provi-
sions, holding that arbitrators,
being creatures of the con-
tract, could not rewrite the
contract while awarding the

claims in favour of JITF.

The dispute dates to a 2008
plan to transport coal from
the high seas to NTPC’s
Farakka plant through the
inland waterways system.
Under a 2011 Tripartite
Agreement, |ITF was respon-
sible for developing the
unloading infrastructure,
NTPC had a contractual com-
mitment relating to 3 MMTPA
for seven years, while IWAI
was responsible for main-
taining the stipulated water
depth.

NTPC’s challenge included
issues relating to JITF’s poor
performance, extension of
the Commercial Operation
Date (COD), as per the explic-
it contractual compensation
provisions, and the award of
1,108 crore under Claim 5A

towards termination-related
damages, without submis-
sion of any proof of loss.

Both judges considered the
statutory framework govern-
ing judicial interference with
arbitral awards, including the
principles under Sections 34
and 37 of the Arbitration and
Conciliation Act, and relevant
Supreme Court jurisprudence
including Associate Builders,
Saw Pipes and Ssangyong
Engineering. However, they
differed on the application of
these principles to the
Tribunal’s findings.

The difference of opinion
now goes to the Chief Justice
for consideration by a Third
Judge or Larger Bench, leaving
the final determination on the
disputed claims subject to
further judicial proceedings.
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s to protest against assault by police

Rohini court lawyer

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

The Rohini Court Bar Association has
called for a complete abstention from
judicial work at the district court
complex on Monday to protest against
the alleged manhandling and physi-
cal assault of an advocate at a police
station. It also said that no police offi-
cial of any district will be allowed to
enter the court premises that day.
In a notice dated October 3 and
signed by Bar president Rajiv Tehran
and honorary secretary Pardeep
Khatri said Advocate Kamaldeep was
allegedly manhandled and assaulted
at the Mahendra Park police station

on September 29.

The notice said the Bar’s executive
committee took up the matter with

4j

the joint commissioner of police, the
DCP (North-West) and the principal
district and sessions judge, North-
West district, and also spoke to the
senior police officers concerned.

“During these interactions, assur-
ances were given by the DCP that
strong and appropriate action would
be taken against the erring police offi-
cials,” the notice said.

However, instead of action against
the police personnel, a case was sub-

0%

sequently registered against
Kamaldeep, and the senior police offi-
cers did not inform the executive com-
mittee about it despite the assurances,
the association alleged.

The executive committee termed
the conduct “not merely an instance
of police high-handedness and intim-
idation of a practising advocate” but
also a serious breach of the trust
reposed by the Bar in the assurances
given by the senior police authorities.
Itdescribed the manner in which the
matter had proceeded as “back-stab-
bing of the entire legal fraternity”.

The association “strongly condemns
the conduct of the Delhi Police and the
concerned DCP, North-West district,
for misleading the executive commit-
tee”, the notice said. It added that the

dignity, safety and professional inde-
pendence of advocates “cannot be
compromised”, and any attempt to
intimidate a practising advocate
would be resisted by the bar “through
all lawful means”. The executive com-
mittee resolved that there shall be
complete abstention from judicial
work at the Rohini Courts on Monday,
October 5, “as a mark of protest
against the incident and the subse-
quent action”.

“Further, no police official of any dis-
trict shall be permitted to enter the
Rohini Court premises, including the
Nayab Court, on the said day,” the
notice said. All members of the Bar
have been asked to remain united and
extend full cooperation in observing
the decision.

Delhi court orders FIR into alleged

kidnap of minor by mother to Australia

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A Delhi court has directed
the police to register an FIR
and launch a thorough
investigation into a case
where a two-and-a-half-
year-old minor was alleged-
ly taken to Australia without
the biological father’s
consent using forged visa
documents.

Relying on the recent
orders passed by Judicial
Magistrate (First Class) Vikas
Madaan at Tis Hazari Courts,
the SHO of Tilak Nagar Police
Station has been directed to
register an FIR within seven
days under Section 175(3)
BNSS. The court explicitly
observed that the allega-
tions are serious and cogniz-
able in nature, requiring a
field investigation to be con-
ducted by the state machin-
ery as the evidence is away
from the reach of the com-
plainant.

According to the com-
plaint, the minor child was
illegally removed from India.
The complaint alleges the
active involvement of the
mother’s father, retired
Indian Army officer Ex-
Subedar Major Joginder
Singh, who allegedly trav-
elled specifically from
Melbourne to Delhi to facil-
itate this orchestrated move.

“The Court has rightly
observed the gravity of the
matter. Taking a minor

across international borders

without the consent of the
father, based on fabricated
documents, is a serious
offense. We are hopeful for
a fair, swift, and impartial
police investigation as
directed by the court to
uncover the entire conspir-
acy,” said Advocate Monika
Verman, representing the
complainant.

“This incident exposes a
significant flaw in the
Australian immigration
system, as my signatures
were forged on the manda-
tory consent document
(Form-1229) to obtain the
child’s visa, which was
granted without any cross-
verification from me. My
own Indian passport was
stolen to facilitate this fraud-
ulent process, and an Indian-
origin migration agent
based in Australia actively
assisted in securing this visa
through these fabricated
documents. Since India is
not a party to the 1980
Hague Convention on the
Civil Aspects of International
Child Abduction, while
Australia is a contracting

party to that Convention,
navigating the legal frame-
work requires direct admin-
istrative intervention; there-
fore, I have officially notified
the relevant Australian
immigration departments
regarding the visa fraud,
and have received an official
acknowledgment from the
authorities for due action,”
he stated.

The complainant has also
brought the matter to the
attention of relevant
Australian authorities,
including the Australian
Department of Home Affairs
and the office of the Minister
for Home Affairs, Tony Burke,
who currently serves as
Australia’s Minister for Home
Affairs and Minister for
Immigration and
Citizenship. The cross-
border child-welfare and
return issues are also being
pursued before the appro-
priate authorities. The
matter will now proceed to
the police investigation
stage, and the allegations
remain subject to investiga-
tion and due process of law.
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Al demands agile corporations: VP

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Corporate agility and
evolved governance stan-
dards are needed as artificial
intelligence, advanced data
analytics, and complex busi-
ness models reshape how
enterprises function, Vice
President CP Radhakrishnan
said on Sunday.

Emphasising that trust,
transparency and impecca-
ble corporate governance
sustain investors’ confi-
dence, he cautioned that if
their confidence is lost, then
progress is never possible.

He was addressing a func-
tion in the national capital
to mark the 58th Foundation
Day of the Institute of
Company Secretaries of
India (ICSI). ICSI, the apex
body for company secre-
taries, have more than
80,000 members and over
2.5 lakh students.

Against the backdrop of
rapid technological
advances, the Vice President
said what is important today
might become outdated in
the coming months or years,
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Vice President CP Radhakrishnan and others during the 58th foundation day
celebrations of the Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI), at

Bharat Mandapam, in New Delhi

PTI

but everyone needs to adapt
to the evolving situation.
“Artificial intelligence,
advanced data analytics,
digital platforms and
increasingly complex busi-
ness models are reshaping
the way enterprises have to
operate,” Radhakrishnan
said, adding that the role of
company secretaries is
becoming more important.
Company secretaries have
a keyrole in ensuring regu-

latory compliance and in
upholding corporate gov-
ernance practices.

“The fast-paced evolution
driven by artificial intelli-
gence and advanced data
analytics demands corpo-
rate agility and evolved gov-
ernance standards,” the Vice
President said.

According to him, technol-
ogy may transform the
manner in which informa-
tion is generated, and deci-

sions are supported, but the
values of integrity, account-
ability and transparency are
the responsibilities of the
company secretaries.
“Nothing can replace human
thinking,” Radhakrishnan
said, as he mentioned that
company secretaries work
to uphold the legal, strategic
and ethical foundation of
India Inc. Good governance
at the Centre and statesis a
must to protect the interests
of the people, he said.

While highlighting the
importance of company sec-
retaries, he also said that
their corporate governance
practices have a more direct
impact on individuals.

As India aims to become
a self-reliant and developed
nation, Radhakrishnan also
expressed hope that country
will become world’s single
largest economy.

“l always insist why we
want to become the single
largest economy, that is not
to dictate terms to others,
but nobody should dictate
unwanted terms to us... that
is what the self-respect of a
nation lies in,” he said.

KVIC chairman bats for women empowerment

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Manoj Goyal, Chairman,
Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC)-under
the Ministry of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises,
Government of India-
addressed the women arti-
sans of Mahila Griha Udyog
Lijjat Papad at an event held
on Wednesday at the Sri
Shanmukhananda
Chandrasekharendra
Saraswathi Auditorium in
Sion (East), Mumbai. As the
chief guest, KVIC Chairman
applauded the work of the
women artisans and high-
lighted the significant role
played by organisations like
LijjatPapad in advancing
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of ‘Vocal for
Local’ and ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’.

Addressing the congrega-
tion, KVIC Chairman Manoj
Goyalopined that the

]ourney of Lijjat Papad estab-
lished in 15 March 1959
with just seven women and
%80. It was not merely an ini-
tiative to make Papads, but
a dream of becoming self-
reliant, living with dignity
and standing on one’s own
feet. The recognition of
LijjatPapad as a Village
Industry by KVIC in 1966
gave fresh momentum to
this journey. Today, through
its 83 branches across 16
States, more than 45,000
women are associated with
LijjatPapad and are pro-
gressing towards self-
reliance and economic inde-
pendence.
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Over the years, the organ-
isation has diversified its
product range. Besides
papads, it also manufac-
tures spices, flour, deter-
gent and liquid soaps. Its
products have reached
more than 30 countries,
including the USA, Australia,
Japan and South Africa.

KVIC Chairman said that
the greatest strength of
LijjatPapad is its quality,
hard work, and discipline.
He remarked that the organ-
isation serves as an inspiring
example of realizing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of ‘Vocal for Local’ and
‘Local to Global’. He said,

“Lijjat does not merely make
papads; it weaves together
dignity, self-confidence, and
opportunity.”

Goyal said that
LijjatPapad’s achievements
have also received national
recognition. The organisa-
tion was honoured with the
Best Village Industry Award
in 2003, the Brand Equity
Award in 2005 and the
Women Development
Award in 2017. Several inter-
national platforms and
media organisations have
also showcasedLijjatPapad’s
inspiring journey
to world.

Highlighting the activities
and initiatives of the Khadi
and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC), KVIC
Chairman said that nearly 5
lakh artisans across the
country are being provided
employment out of which
80 per cent are women
working in around 3,000
Khadi institutions.

Govt raises deepwater gas price ceiling

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Government has raised
the ceiling price for natural
gas produced from difficult
fields such as the KG-D6
block of Reliance Industries
and BP to $ 9.89 per million
British thermal units (MMBtu)
for the six months beginning
October1, from $ 8.90 previ-
ously, while keeping the
ceiling for gas produced
from the legacy fields of
state-run ONGC and Oil India
Ltd at $ 7 per MMBtu.

The new ceiling for gas
from deepwater, ultra-deep-
water and high-pressure,
high-temperature discover-
ies is applicable for the
period October 1, 2026 to
March 31,2027, according to
a notification by the
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell of the oil min-
istry. Gas produced from
such difficult areas enjoys
marketing and pricing
freedom under the govern-
ment’s policy, but is subject
to a Government-notified
ceiling. The higher ceiling
could provide some relief to
producers developing India’s
more technically challenging

offshore gas resources,
where production costs are
generally higher than those
from mature onshore and
legacy fields.

For gas produced by ONGC
and OIL from their nomina-
tion fields, the government
has notified an APM price of
$11.22 per MMBtu for October,
but the actual price remains
capped at $ 7 per MMBtu,
according to PPAC.

The APM gas price applies
to gas produced from the
legacy fields of state-owned
ONGCand OIL and is used by
priority sectors including
city gas distribution, fertilis-
er and power.

For gas produced from
new wells of ONGC and OIL
in their nomination blocks,
the government allows a 10

per cent premium over the
prevailing APM gas price,
subject to the applicable
ceiling. With the APM price
for October capped at $ 7 per
MMBtu, the effective price for
new-well gas would accord-
ingly be up to USD 7.70 per
MMBtu.

The higher price for new-
well gas is aimed at incen-
tivising ONGC and OIL to
invest in developing addi-
tional reserves and bringing
new production on stream,
while maintaining the exist-
ing ceiling for gas from their
older, legacy fields.

India follows separate
pricing mechanisms for gas
from legacy fields of nation-
al oil companies and newer
discoveries in difficult areas.

In April 2023, the govern-

ment shifted pricing of gas
from legacy fields to a
formula linked to 10 per cent
of the monthly average
crude oil import price,
subject to a floor and ceiling.
The ceiling was initially fixed
at $6.50 per MMBtu and was
subsequently raised by $0.25
annually after a two-year
freeze. The APM ceiling was
raised to $6.75 per MMBtu
from April 2025 and moved
to $ 7 in April this year.

Before the 2023 reform,
APM gas prices were revised
every six months based on
international gas bench-
marks and had fluctuated
sharply, ranging from $ 1.79
per MMBtu in 2021 to $ 8.57
in the six months ended
March 2023.

The separate regime for
deepwater and other difficult
fields was introduced to
encourage investment in
India’s technically challenging
hydrocarbon resources by
allowing producers greater
pricing and marketing flexibil-
ity. Reliance Industries and its
partner BP produce gas from
KG-D6 block in Krishna-
Godavari basin, one of India’s
key deepwater gas-producing
areas.

India, Canada CEPA talks resume

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The chief negotiators of
India and Canada will begin
the fifth round of negotia-
tions for the proposed
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) in Ottawa from
October 5, with an aim to
conclude the talks by the
end of this calendar year, an
official said.

The five-day talks may
end on October 9. The
fourth round of negotia-
tions concluded here on
September 18. The talks are
moving at a faster pace as
both countries are targeting
to conclude the negotia-
tions by the end of this
year.

The negotiations are
important as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expected
to visit Canada around
December this year,
Canadian Prime Minister

Mark Carney has said last
month. To give a further
impetus to the talks,
Canada’s Trade Minister
Maninder Sidhu will visit
New Delhi later this month
with a 300 strong business
delegation. Sidhu and
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal met in Mumbai last
month to review the
progress of negotiations.
CEPA is a kind of free
trade agreement in which
two countries either signif-

icantly reduce or eliminate
customs duties on the
maximum number of goods
traded between them.
They also ease norms for
the movement of skilled
professionals and attract
investments. The two coun-
tries first launched the
negotiations in 2015. During
2015-17, they held over half
a dozen rounds of talks on
the proposed pact. After
that, the talks were paused.
In March 2022, the two

countries re-launched nego-
tiations for an interim
agreement, officially
dubbed as Early Progress
Trade Agreement.

In 2023, Canada paused
negotiations again after the
bilateral relations hit rock
bottom following then
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s allegations of a
potential Indian link to the
killing of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar. India had dismissed
Trudeau’s accusation as
“absurd”.

In November 2025, the
two countries decided to
resume formal negotiations
for the proposed free trade
agreement.

The renewed vibrancy in
ties between the two coun-
tries followed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
talks with his Canadian
counterpart Mark Carney
on the margins of the G7
summit at Canada’s
Kananaskis in June last year.

GDA vice-chairman inspects
Nehru Cricket Stadium

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ghaziabad

Vice-Chairman of the
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA), Nand Kishore
Kalal, conducted a site inspec-
tion of Nehru Cricket Stadium
at 8:00 am on Sunday along
with MLA Sanjeev Sharma
and senior officials of the
authority. During the inspec-
tion, the vice-chairman
reviewed in detail the facili-
ties provided to players,
youngsters, and the general
public, along with cleanli-
ness, maintenance, and other
arrangements at the stadium.

Kalal directed the con-
cerned maintenance agency
to further improve cleanli-
ness and maintenance
arrangements and ensure

regular cleaning, proper
upkeep and high-quality
maintenance work through-
out the stadium premises.
The following major works
will be carried out at the
stadium: Construction and
improvement of the walking
track, installation of an open
gym, strengthening of the
street-lighting system, devel-
opment of stadium.

PRASOON SRIVASTAVA
M New Delhi

Digital services major Jio
Platforms is likely to get
listed by the end of this
month at an enterprise val-
uation of $143-146 billion or
above %12 lakh crore, sources
tracking the development
said.

Jio Platforms IPO is touted
as India’s largest public offer
at an estimated size of $3.8
billion.

The company has conclud-
ed overseas roadshows and
is expected to file final papers
with market regulator SEBI
for the initial public offering
in the week starting October
12, banking and other sources
who did not wish to be iden-
tified told the news agency.

“Based on interest

received from overseas road-
shows, Jio Platforms is likely
to list at a base enterprise val-
uation of USD 143-146 billion
oratleast Rs 12 lakh crore by
end of this month,” one of
the banking sources said.
An email sent to Jio
Platforms (JPL) seeking com-
ments based on available
information did not elicit
any reply. The overseas road-
shows held in the US, UK,
Dubai, Hong Kong and

Singapore were led by Jio
Platforms Managing Director
and Reliance Jio Chairman
Akash Ambani and Reliance
Retail Ventures Limited
Executive Director Isha
Ambani. One of the event
vendors said that JPL is
expected to hold a road-
show for the IPO in India in
the week starting October 12
after filing the red herring
prospectus.

According to banking
sources, Jio Platforms is
expected to start an anchor
round before Dussehra and
the issue is expected to open
post-Dussehra before
October 23.

“The company is expected
to list on the stock exchange
by the end of this month,”
the source said. The
Securities and Exchange

Board of India (SEBI) issued its
final observations on August
28. Jio Platforms had filed its
draft IPO papers in June.

According to its draft
prospectus, the company
plans to issue up to 27 crore
fresh equity shares, equiva-
lent to about 2.9 per cent of
its post-issue equity base.

Sources have indicated
that the company may raise
around $ 3.8 billion from the
offer. The public offering
comes as India’s primary
market has remained active,
with strong participation
from retail investors and
domestic institutions.

More than two dozen IPOs
have been announced or
launched since July 1, nearly
matching the 28 recorded in
the first half of 2026.

Jio Platforms houses

Reliance’s digital businesses,
including its telecommunica-
tions operations.

Reliance Jio Infocomm, the
telecom arm of JPL, domi-
nates the Indian telecom
market with a 32.89 per cent
market share in fixed-line
connections, serving 157.9
million customers, and a
39.29 per cent share in
mobile connections, with
506 million customers.

JPL has the largest 5G
Standalone network outside
China, with 26.85 crore 5G
customers as of june 2026. Jio
leads the Fixed Wireless
Access segment globally with
about 1.5 crore subscribers,
roughly 1.5 times the second-
largest player, US-based T-
Mobile. Jio claims that its 5G
network’s carrying capacity
is close to 60 per cent of

Jio Platforms target IPO at enterprise valuation of $143-146 billion

India’s wireless data traffic,
one of the largest in
the world.

Leveraging its network and
data traffic capacity, Jio has
expanded its business into
other areas of the digital
ecosystem, including cloud,
artificial intelligence and
enterprise network services.

For FY26, ]Jio Platforms
posted a 15 per cent rise in
profit after tax to 330,053
crore and a 14.5 per cent
increase in the annual
revenue to %1,46,885 crore.

Analysts at Nuvama
Research expect Reliance
Jio’s profit after tax to clock
a compounded annual
growth rate of 18 per cent
between FY26 and FY30, at
par with the oil and gas ver-
tical of parent firm Reliance
Industries Limited. (PTI)

CIJW school trains NCC cadets

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Aizwal

Counter Insurgency and
Jungle Warfare School
(ClJws), Vairengte conducted
an intensive training pro-
gramme for 83 NCC cadets
from Mizoram from 21
September to 04 October
2026, providing young boys
and girls an opportunity to
train in the professional envi-
ronment of one of the Indian
Army’s premier training insti-
tutions.The two-week pro-
gramme was conceived to
take the cadets beyond
routine NCC training and
expose them to the disci-
pline, physical standards,
field skills and team spirit of
military life.

The cadets underwent drill,
physical training, firing, map
reading, fieldcraft, survival
training, first aid and team-
building activities, while also
receiving an introduction to
jungle warfare, weapons,
equipment and night-vision
devices.An important part of
the programme was expo-
sure to the changing charac-

ter of warfare. Visits to the
Information and Research

Centre, IED Hall and
Technovation Hall famil-
iarised the cadets with tech-
nology, innovation and devel-
opments relevant to modern
military training.

The camp also provided a
platform for motivational
interaction, encouraging the
cadets to develop confi-
dence, discipline, leader-
ship and a spirit of service.

Training together in
mixed groups further pro-
moted camaraderie and a
sense of collective identity

amongst youth drawn from
different parts of
Mizoram.The initiative
assumes particular signifi-
cance as CIJw School contin-
ues to deepen its engage-
ment with the youth of the
State.

By bringing NCC cadets
into the School’s training
environment, the endeavour
seeks to broaden their expo-
sure, strengthen their con-
nection with national insti-
tutions, and inspire them to
participate more in nation-
building and national
service opportunities.

(algotias University jumps 24 places to 41st in THE rankings

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Greater Noida

Galgotias University has
climbed 24 places to 41st
among all universities in India
in the Times Higher Education
(THE) World University
Rankings 2027, released
today. The University was
ranked 65th in the 2026
edition.

Among private universi-
ties and institutions in India,
Galgotias has risen seven
places to 20th, from 27th last
year. Globally, it has moved
up from the 1201-1500 band to
the 1001-1200 band.

The achievement adds to
the University’s recognition in
the QS World University
Rankings 2027, where
Galgotias is placed in the
1201-1400 global band,
ranking 16th among private
universities in India, 46th
among all Indian universi-
ties and third among private
universities in Uttar Pradesh.
Its presence in both THE and
QS world rankings marks an

important milestone in its
development as an interna-

tionally recognised institu-
tion. The 2027 edition ranks
2,297 universities from 118
countries and territories, up
from 2,191 last year.

Research strength

THE assesses universities
on teaching, research envi-
ronment, research quality,
international outlook and
industry. In the 2026 edition,
research quality was identi-
fied as one of the University’s
strongest areas. Galgotias has
more than 9,940 Scopus-
indexed publications, over
80,780 citations, and an h-
index of 104. Seven of its
faculty members are among
the world’s top 2 percent of
scientists, and the University

holds 16 government-funded
research projects from agen-
cies including ICSSR, ANRF,
CSIR and SERB. Expanding
international partnerships
Galgotias University’s interna-
tional engagement spans
Italy, the United Kingdom,
France, Japan, Thailand,
Vietnam and Singapore, con-
necting academic coopera-
tion with student opportuni-
ties, faculty development and
joint research.

Very recently, the
University signed a five-year
cooperation agreement with
the University of Milano-
Bicocca, Italy, to promote
academic exchanges, joint
research and scientific collab-

oration. Its recent Letter of
Intent with Krirk University,
Thailand, provides a frame-
work to explore collaborative
academic programmes,
research, student mobility
and faculty development,
alongside entrepreneurship
and women’s leadership ini-
tiatives.

In Japan, the University has
signed an MoU with the
Yamanashi Prefectural
Government and a Letter of
Intent with the University of
Yamanashi, establishing a
foundation for talent mobil-
ity and clean-energy research,
including green hydrogen.
These agreements accompa-
nied the visit of a 200-
member delegation led by
Yamanashi Governor Kotaro
Nagasaki.

In Vietnam, engagements
with Ho Chi Minh City
University of Technology
(HUTECH), Ho Chi Minh City
University of Economics and
Finance (UEF), and the Saigon
Hi-Tech Park ecosystem
connect academic collabora-
tion with applied research,
industry engagement and

semiconductor initiatives.

These relationships are
also creating specific interna-
tional study opportunities.
Under the MoU with Girton
College, University of
Cambridge, 16 Galgotias stu-
dents were selected for a
fully university-sponsored,
two-week summer pro-
gramme in Artificial
Intelligence and
Entrepreneurship in 2026.
Collaboration with YNOV
Campus, France, supports
master’s programmes in
Artificial Intelligence, Cyber
Security and Computer
Science, structured around
one year of study in India and
one in France.

The University is also
advancing its Galgotias
Student-Centred Active
Learning Ecosystem (G-SCALE)
with consultancy support
and mentorship from INSPIRE
at Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore. The
approach brings practical
projects, collaborative
problem-solving and applica-
tion of knowledge into every-
day learning.
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Agni: The Forgotten Science of Digestion

odern society obsesses over diets,

superfoods, supplements and food

choices, yet digestive and metabol-

ic disorders continue to rise. This
suggests the issue may not be only what we eat,
but how well we digest and assimilate it. The
important question is, what if the problem is not
merely what we eat, but our ability to digest and
assimilate what we consume?

More than two thousand years ago, Ayurveda
placed this question at the very centre of its
understanding of health. Its answer was Agni,
the digestive fire, i.e., Ahara — Jatharagni —
Bhutagni — Dhatvagni — Dhatu Nourishment

SHIPPING & WATERWAYS

SENIOR RESEARCH
FELLOW, BHARAT
KI SOCH

FORMER SECRETARY,
MINISTRY OF PORTS,

Vishama Agni, the irregular fire, fluctuates
unpredictably. Sometimes digestion is strong; at
other times itis weak. Appetite becomes erratic
and digestive disturbances frequently arise.

These categories indicate the functional
state of metabolism, the current state of health,
and how well the body is processing food and
emotions.

Folk Wisdom and the Social Life of Agni

One of the great strengths of Indian civilization
was that knowledge of Agni was not confined
to physicians. Concepts that originated in
Ayurvedic texts gradually entered everyday

— physiological function. In the classical texts, Agni
is the principle of transformation that converts food
into nourishment, nourishment into tissue, and life
into vitality. The modern health crisis, Ayurveda
would argue, is not merely a crisis of nutrition. It
is a crisis of digestion.

In modern medicine of endocrinology this has
been explained as Hormone — receptor — cellu-
lar response — organ function — physiological
outcome, for a healthy and balanced body functions.

The Centrality of Agni
The importance of Agni in Ayurveda can hardly be
overstatecguglge Cﬁaraka Saggigglares: |
dc WYY qHT
mmggﬁmz ATUEEDI QEIRTegar: 11 31|
TsEl B, go R sliacerm: |
Aft wfged, JemiTaent~ead 11 311

(Charaka Samhita, Chikitsasthana 15.3-4.)

"Life-span, complexion, strength, health, enthusi-
asm, corpulence, lustre, immunity, energy, heat
processes and vital breath-all these depend on
body-fire. One dies if this fire is extinguished,
lives long free from disorders if it is functioning
properly, gets ill if it is deranged, hence Agni
(digestive fire) is the root of all".

This remarkable statement immediately reveals
that Agniis presented as the foundation of life itself.

The Sanskrit word Agni literally means fire. Just
as external fire transforms raw substances into
something useful, internal Agni transforms food into
energy and vitality. Without fire, food remains
uncooked. Without Agni, nourishment remains
unavailable to the body.

Digestion as Transformation

One of the most striking features of Ayurvedic
thought is that it views health as a continuous
process of transformation. Food enters the body as
an external substance. Through the action of Agni,
it becomes part of the individual. This transforma-
tion is so central that Ayurveda places digestion
before nutrition.

The Charaka Samhita describes a hierarchy of
metabolic fires. At the centre is Jatharagni, the
primary digestive fire located in the gastrointesti-
nal tract. Classical texts regard it as the master fire
because all subsequent metabolic processes

Wisdom Word Search

and mental disturbance.
who is ill.
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WORDS TO FIND
Agada, Arogya, Bhesajja, Gilana, Osadhi, Passambhana, Patijaggana,
Sappaya, Upekkha, Vejja
AGADA: A medicinal preparation, especially one used as an antidote or healing drug.
AROGYA: Good health, freedom from disease, and overall physical well-being.

BHESAJJA: Medicine or a healing remedy used to treat illness and restore health.
GILANA: A sick or unwell person who requires medical care and attention.
OSADHI: A medicinal herb or natural plant used for healing and healthcare.
PASSAMBHANA: The calming or soothing of physical pain, emotional stress,

PATIJAGGANA: The careful nursing, care and support provided to someone
SAPPAYA: Anything that is wholesome, beneficial and suitable for maintaining
UPEKKHA: A balanced and peaceful state of mind that remains steady during

VEJJA: A physician or medical practitioner skilled in treating diseases.
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(Charaka Samhita 15.3)

depend upon it. According to Ayurveda, health
begins to deteriorate when Agni becomes weak or
disturbed. The result is the formation of Ama, often
described as improperly digested orincompletely
transformed material. It represents a state of
incomplete transformation. The implications are
profound. One may eat nutritious food and yet fail
to derive nourishment from it if Agni is impaired.

This perspective shifts attention away from food
alone and toward the body's capacity to process food.

The Four Functional States of Agni

Ayurveda identifies four conditions of digestive fire.

Sama Agni, the balanced fire, represents the ideal
state. Digestion is regular, appetite is healthy, elim-
ination is proper and vitality is maintained.

Manda Agni, the sluggish fire, digests food slowly
and inefficiently. Heaviness, lethargy and loss of
appetite are common features.

Tikshna Agni, the excessively sharp fire, digests
too rapidly. Hunger becomes excessive and the body
may become depleted despite frequent eating.

Vv

A Marvel of
Holistic Health
Composed by
Vagbhata around
the 7th century CE,
the Ashtanga
Hridayam ("Heart
of the Eight
Branches") stands
as a cornerstone of
classical Ayurveda,
synthesising
earlier medical
knowledge into an
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Note: These terms come from Pali, one of India’s ancient languages.
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culture through proverbs, household customs,
seasonal foods and festival practices.

Traditional communities instinctively adjusted
their diets according to climate and season.
Summer drinks such as buttermilk preparations
and panakam were not merely refreshments. They
reflected an understanding that digestive power
changes with the seasons. The same principle
underlies Dinacharya, the Ayurvedic science of
daily routine. According to modern medicine mela-
tonin hormone regulates circadian rhythm which
in turn controls sleep-wake cycle that is our bio-
logical clock. Modern readers often regard
Dinacharya as a collection of traditional rules. In
reality, its deeper purpose is the preservation of
Agni. A particularly beautiful analogy compares
health to a lamp. A lamp burns steadily only when
supplied with proper fuel and protected from
extinguishing forces such as wind and water. Agni
functions in exactly the same way. Proper food,
exercise and routine provide fuel. Irregular habits,
excessive indulgence and neglect extinguish the
flame. Dinacharyais therefore not a collection of
arbitrary rules. It is the daily practice of tending
the inner fire.

What Modern Life Has Forgotten

Many people now sleep late, wake tired, eat irreg-
ularly, snack constantly, and have their heaviest
meals at night, often while distracted or stressed.
In Ayurvedic terms, these habits disturb the natural
rhythm essential for healthy digestion.

Interestingly, modern scientific research increas-
ingly points in a similar direction. Circadian
rhythms influence metabolism, hormone secretion
and digestive function. Meal timing affects meta-
bolic health. Sleep disruption affects numerous
physiological systems. The Charaka Samhitarepeat-
edly emphasises moderation:

"Neither fasting nor overeating sustains health;
strength is preserved through regulated and
moderate eating".

Rather than discussing circadian genes and
metabolic pathways, Ayurveda spoke of the
strengthening or weakening of Agni. Ayurveda
reminds us that health depends not only upon what
enters the body but also upon what the body is
capable of transforming. The forgotten science of
digestion is a reminder that life itself depends upon
the delicate art of transformation. And perhaps that
is the lesson most worth recovering today.

ASHTANGA HRIDAYAM

accessible, systematic guide to health, nutrition and wellbeing.

Structural and Pedagogical Excellence

Its clarity, compactness and precise verse construction made it the most
widely taught Ayurvedic text in Bharat for over 1,200 years, constituting,
with Charaka and Sushruta Samhitas, the brihat-trayi ("great triad") of
authoritative treatises on Ayurveda.

Nutrition and Daily Regimen

Vagbhata elaborates detailed dietary rules (ahara vidhi), emphasising
food consumed at the proper time, when hunger is manifest and digestion
keen; freshly prepared, warm, hygienic meals containing all six tastes;
mindful, silent eating in solitude or good company and observance of
bathing, cleanliness and gratitude before meals.

Preventive and Holistic Wellbeing

Beyond diet, it prescribes daily (dinacharya) and seasonal (ritucharya)
regimens to maintain agni (digestive fire), balance the three doshas (vata,
pitta, kapha) and nurture the seven bodily tissues (dhatus). By integrating
physical health with ethical conduct and mental clarity, it offers a
comprehensive, evidence-informed framework for sustainable wellbeing.

(Fable with Moral

Daanveer Karna

Karna stood in the morning light, his
golden Kavach and Kundal gleaming as
part of his very flesh. He had sworn a
sacred vow never to turn away any
seeker empty-handed during his
morning worship.

Arjuna and Karna were destined to
face each otherin a deadly battle during
the Kurukshetra War. Because Karna was
born with a divine armor (Kavach) and
earrings (Kundal) that made him com-
pletely invincible, Indra knew Arjuna
could never defeat him. To tilt the odds
in his son's favor, Indra took advantage
of Karna's famous reputation for never
refusing a beggar, tricking him into
giving up his ultimate defense. Disguised
as a poor Brahmin, Indra asked Karna for
his divine armor and earrings.

Karna's father, Sun God Surya had
already warned Karna in a dream about
this divine deception. Karna knew the
truth. He understood that parting with
his natural protection meant losing
his shield against death in the impend-
ing war. Yet, his commitment to daan
(charity) and his sacred word out-
weighed his own life. A warrior could
lose a battle, but breaking a promise
meant loss of honor which was worse
than death.

Without a trace of fear or hesitation,
upon the beggar's request Karna took
a sharp blade. He carved the divine
armor and earrings straight from his
own skin, enduring searing pain with
steady hands as his wife looked on. He
placed the armor into the trembling

hands of the beggar who was the dis-
guised Indra.

Stunned by this peerless selfless-
ness, Indra revealed his true celestial
form. Filled with awe, the king of Gods
healed Karna's ravaged body and
granted him the infallible Vasavi Shakti
weapon in return.

This legendary act cemented Karna's
legacy. It proved that true greatness is
measured not by the armor one wears
to save oneself, but by the sacrifices one
makes to honor a vow.

Moral of the fable- Always keep
your word even if it comes at the cost
of sacrifice.
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North East India’s
traditional medi-
cine relies on
ethno-ichthyolo-
gy—the therapeu-
tic use of fish. Folk
healers across the
region utilize over
40 indigenous fish
species to manage
diverse health con-
ditions, viewing
them as vital
dietary and medicinal resources.

For instance, Channa punctatus
(Spotted Snakehead) is traditionally
prepared to alleviate gastrointestinal
issues and boost strength during conva-
lescence. Similarly, Monopterus cuchia
(Cuchia Eel), rich in essential amino acids
and iron, is highly prescribed to treat
anemia, chronic respiratory ailments

Option

A

and fatigue.

Far from mere folklore, this indigenous
practice represents a sophisticated
system of zootherapy. It highlights how
North East India's communities seam-
lessly blend aquatic biodiversity with
preventive healthcare, using local river-
ine ecosystems to sustain community
wellness for generations.

Option
C

Option
D
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Tulsi Pudina gandha Ginger
Which of these herbs aid in
reducing anxiety and improving
sleep quality?
Which Ayurvedic inhalation
practice involves instilling
aromatic oils or herbal vapours
directly into the nasal passages Dhupana Lepana Nasyd Abhyanga
to clear head congestion and
improve mental concentration?
In Siddha medicine, how do llevi
sweet citrus aromas (such as Induce Deep Reduce Reduce AMeV|tat|e
sweet lime or orange) influence Sleep Metabolic Fire ~ Body Pain ‘:.” a
our body? atigue
Is?a‘:‘.\g;“i:? g; é;en:glggéng Dry winter High fever Post-workout  Old age
avoided in traditional Indian skin Lo muscle joint
healing? conditions indigestion fatigue stiffness
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=== - 3 WhO’S there? Every ht, the “ghost woman”
All this is ]| Neteshon inherieg | Show yourseirt ggrméy e g for nothing,
. H 1 own this lan 1 E:;gi
mine. Every cutting off his egally Nateshan away from

You have no claim here! Ji the world. g
struggling relatives i Eit |
years ago. He lived
in absolute
solitude, haunted
by a persistent
rumor that the
house was visited
by a quiet,
lingering spirit.

inch of it. ) MORAL OF

THE STORY:

The most
haunting
ghosts are
the ones

we create
ourselves
through
isolation;

the only

way to

banish

them is
through =
openness |
and shared §©
humanity

1 locked everyone out

to kenlaF e
for and ended up
1 myself inside
a tomb.

By morning, the
mansion no longer
echoed with silence.
Its doors stood
open, and along the
cool, rain-washed
corridors, family
and neighbours
gathered over a
sadya, filling the old
house once more
with light, laughter,
and life.
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Brazil's presidential vote pits Trump ally against incumbent Lula

MAURICIO SAVARESE
M Sao Paulo

Brazilians began voting
Sunday in a high-stakes pres-
idential election pitting
incumbent Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva against Sen. Flavio
Bolsonaro, ideological oppo-
sites who are each seen as
having a shot at an outright
victory.

If no candidate gets more
than 50 per cent of the vote,
the top two vote-getters will
head to a runoff on Oct. 25 in
Latin America's economic
powerhouse. Ten other can-
didates are expected to
garner much smaller
numbers of votes on Sunday.

Bolsonaro, 45, is the son of
far-right former President Jair
Bolsonaro and an ally of US
President Donald Trump. Lula,
who, at 80, is one of the
world's oldest heads of state,

is running in his seventh pres-
idential election and has
strengthened Brazil's ties with
Beijing. Trump allies have
found support in recent years
in some Latin American coun-
tries, including Argentina,
Colombia and Peru.
Almost 159 million
Brazilians are eligible to vote
in this tense political show-
down. Where Bolsonaro has
leaned into his ideological
alliance with Trump, Lula has
criticised Washington.
incumbent president has
often spoken about risks of US
intervention in the Brazilian
elections after the Trump
administration imposed high
tariffs against Brazilian
exports, revoked the visa of
the country's ambassador in
Washington and sanctioned
a Supreme Court justice who
chaired the investigation that
ended up resulting in the
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President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva who is running for reelection greets supporters during a campaign rally in Rio de

Janeiro, Brazil

AP

sentencing of Jair Bolsonaro,
Lula's predecessor.

Lula told journalists after
voting Sunday that he needs
“to do double of what we

have done” if reelected, and
expressed confidence he
would win in the first round.

Flavio Bolsonaro has touted
his proximity to the White

House, although he denies his
campaign received help from
the US government. He has
insisted that Brazil needs to
strike better deals with the

Trump administration, includ-
ing the rare minerals
economy. Brazil estimates
thatits deposits hold up to 21
million tons, second only to
China. Bolsonaro has also
campaigned on releasing his
father from his 27-year prison
sentence for attempting a
coup, and bringing him
back to politics.

“Brazil needs change. Brazil
can't stand so much suffer-
ing,” he told reporters at the
Rio de Janeiro voting centre,
where he cast his vote
Sunday. Brazilians will also
elect 27 state governors,
members of state legislatures,
all 513 federal members of the
lower house of Congress and
54 of the country's 81 senators
in Sunday's vote.

Rosane Wink, 67, a retired
engineer, is a lifelong conser-
vative voter who supports
the former president's son

and his promise to classify
criminal groups as terrorist
organisations.

“It's akind of terrorism that
they're doing with us,” said
Wink as she voted in Rio de
Janeiro. Last month she had a
gun held to her stomach as a
criminal bit her hand and
removed her wedding ring,
she said.

Maria Ribeiro, a 50-year-old
cell phone vendor from
Brasilia, said she voted for
Bolsonaro because she wants
freedom to express her
Evangelical religion. She
hopes he follows in his
father's footsteps.

“I voted for his father, and
I don't regret it,” she said.

Rosangela Resende da
Rocha, a 69-year-old who was
previously a stay-at-home
mom, said she supported
Lula's social policies that help
the “less fortunate” and that

he stands up to Trump.

“That crazy guy wants to
come in here to buy our
country, so that our country
will be like it is over there,”
she said at a voting centre in
Brasilia. “He won't succeed if
Lula wins.”

Even for those outside the
country, Lula's social pro-
grams drove many to contin-
ue supporting him.

“Thank God I do not need
(the help of) social programs,
but I vote for those that need
them: health, education, basic
sanitation, housing, food,”
said Catia Oliveira, a 61-year-
old Brazilian who cast her
vote from Portugal.

Thomas Traumann, a polit-
ical consultant based in Rio de
Janeiro, says last-minute mis-
takes by either candidate or
by their allies could make all
the difference for undecided
voters. (AP)
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Merz i Kyiv as Russia pounds Ukraine

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B Kyiv

German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz arrived in Kyiv Sunday
in a show of support as
Russia escalated its attacks
on Ukrainian cities.

The aerial war has inten-
sified, with Moscow menac-
ing cities across Ukraine with
hard-to-intercept ballistic
missiles and jet-powered
drones, while Kyiv has been
striking Russia's oil industry
and businesses.

Merz said he travelled to
the Ukrainian capital on his
second trip as chancellor to
demonstrate his country's
solidarity with Ukraine.
Germany is Ukraine's largest
donor, sending Kyiv more
than euros 43.3 billion (USD
48.8 billion) since the war
began, along with equip-
ment and weapons.

“If Russia is not stopped,
its war machine will sooner
or later turn against us,” he
said in a statement Sunday,
adding that he told Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy: “You can contin-
ue to count on our help.”

Merz said the partnership
between the two countries
was “not a one-way street,”
pointing to German and
Ukrainian companies jointly
developing technologies that
benefit both sides. “This
makes us safer and stronger,”
he said. In a post on X,
Zelenskyy thanked Germany
and said the two countries
would make “important
agreements” during the visit

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz

to strengthen Ukraine's
defences and those of the
rest of Europe. “Russia must
be stopped together,” he
wrote. Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Andrii Sybiha said
the agenda would focus on
“strengthening Ukraine, our
defence and resilience, and
our shared European securi-
ty.”

Russia's Foreign Ministry
said Saturday it would con-
tinue to carry out “mass
retaliatory strikes” on Kyiv
and other Ukrainian cities,
urging foreign nationals and
diplomats to leave the
country. It previously issued
a similar warning in May.

The German and Russian
foreign ministers met on the
sidelines of the U.N. General
Assembly's annual gather-
ing of world leaders last
month in what was believed
to be the first such face-to-

face meeting since Russia's
full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in 2022. Russia's Sergey
Lavrov rejected German calls
to ease off its “dangerous
path of escalation” toward
the country, and instead
accused Germany of being
Ukraine's main sponsor and
seeking to be a leading mil-
itary power in Europe.

Ties between Russia and
Germany have soured even
more in recent weeks, fol-
lowing an attempted drone
attack in early September at
Leipzig airport. Germany has
blamed Russia for the inci-
dent and announced the
closure of the German con-
sulate in St Petersburg, the
latest in a cycle of tit-for-tat
moves.

Meanwhile, Merz's power
inside Germany has taken a
blow after a string of state
election defeats last month,

including losses to the anti-
migration and Russia-friend-
ly Alternative for Germany
party. However, he said he
intends to remain chancellor.
On Sunday morning, Russian
attacks continued with a
drone hitting Kyiv's Northern
Bridge over the Dnipro River
again, Zelenskyy said.

Video circulating on social
media showed the drone
flying into the bridge and the
explosion as vehicles
crossed. There was no imme-
diate word on casualties.

The latest strike came after
Russian assaults forced the
full or partial closure of three
of Kyiv's six road bridges
over the Dnipro River earlier
this week, suspending traffic
and causing tailbacks in
Moscow's latest effort to
disrupt life in the Ukrainian
capital. Previously, Russia
has hit apartment blocks,
supermarket warehouses,
gas stations and data
centres, among other
targets.

Seven people were
wounded Sunday in a
Russian aerial bomb attack
on the Ukrainian city of
Sumy, local officials said.

Russia invaded its neigh-
bour more than 4Y2 years
ago, and there are no con-
crete signs that a peace set-
tlement might be possible.
Fighting along the roughly
1,250-kilometre (780-mile)
front line snaking through
northern, eastern and south-
ern Ukraine has been virtu-
ally deadlocked in recent
months.

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
M [slamabad

Pakistan on Sunday braced
for a protest by supporters
of jailed former prime min-
ister Imran Khan and his
political party Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf after it
decided to proceed with a
long march following the
failure of negotiations with
the Government.

The talks focused on key
demands of Khan's party,
including an immediate
meeting with its jailed
founder and his transfer to
a hospital where his person-
al doctors could examine
and treat him.

The first round of talks
was held on Friday, with the
two sides exchanging their
positions and agreeing to
continue negotiations, but
without reaching an
agreement. Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf sought
Khan's transfer to a hospital,
while the government

its October 4 protest.

The second round of talks
between government nego-
tiators and Khan's party
leaders began shortly before
5 pm on Saturday and con-
tinued for several hours
before ending in a deadlock
early Sunday.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf had announced plans
for a long march to
Islamabad on September
27,but later postponed it to
October 4 amid government
measures to prevent the

wanted the party to call off

Commuters driving past shipping containers placed by authorities to block
access to the Red Zone area in Islamabad on October 4, 2026, ahead of a
protest by opposition party Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) demanding the

release of their leader and former Prime Minister Imran Khan.

FILE

protest. The 73-year-old
former cricketer-turned-
politician has been incarcer-
ated since 2023 and faces
more than 100 cases, includ-
ing corruption and charges
related to inciting violence.
Heis lodged at Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi.

Khan's party has also
demanded the release of
his sisters and supporters
arrested ahead of the
protest, a proper medical
check-up for Khan's wife
Bushra Bibi, and that their
cases be heard without
interference.

On August 18, Pakistan's
Supreme Court ordered that
Khan be shifted to a private
hospital in Islamabad for
medical examination and
treatment following con-
cerns over his health, partic-
ularly his eyesight.

The Government chal-
lenged the order and later
filed a review petition.

Meanwhile, preparations
were made to take Khan to
Shifa International Hospital,
but when he was moved
from Adiala jail during the
night of August 20-21, he
was instead taken to the
government-run Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sciences
(PIMS). The government said
the change was made on
security grounds.

Khan was examined at
PIMS and the government
said he was medically fit
before he was returned to
jail early on August 21. His
sister was present during
the examination, while his
personal physician, who
had been waiting at Shifa,
was not allowed to partici-
pate. Khan's family and
party colleagues objected,
arguing that the govern-
ment had failed to imple-
ment the Supreme Court's
order, and subsequently
sought contempt proceed-

PTI begins march to Islamabad atter talks fail

ings against senior officials.

On September 16,
however, the Supreme
Court deferred the proceed-
ings for three weeks after
the Federal Constitutional
Court summoned the
records of cases concerning
Khan's transfer to Shifa
International Hospital,
leading to a dispute over the
two courts' respective
jurisdiction. The unresolved
dispute over the implemen-
tation of the Supreme
Court's order has remained
central to Khan's supporters'
demand that he be treated
at a private hospital by his
own doctor.

Pakistan's Minister of
State for Interior Tallal
Chaudhry, who was part of
the federal government del-
egation that held discus-
sions with Khan's party
members, said on Sunday
that the talks failed primar-
ily because the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
could not assure the Centre
that it would cooperate in
the fight against terrorism in
the province.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a
northwestern province, is
governed by Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf,
and the party's planned
long march is scheduled
to begin from there. The
province has long faced mil-
itant violence, particularly
from the Pakistani Taliban,
with militants operating
across the Afghanistan-
Pakistan border and carry-
ing out attacks.

L NN NN N NN N T T T T T T T T T T TR T TR T T

KCS Foundation honours 27 young
achievers at YES Awards 2026 in Dubai

Indian fishermen arrested by Sri
Lankan navy for alleged poachmg

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Colombo

The SriLanka Navy has arrest-
ed nine Indian fishermen and
seized their trawler for
allegedly poaching in its ter-
ritorial waters, according to
an official statement.

The fishermen were arrest-
ed on Saturday for having
crossed the International
Maritime Boundary Line in Sri
Lankan waters south of Delft
Island, Jaffna, the island
nation's navy said in a state-
ment. “During the operation,
one Indian fishing trawler
was seized, while nine Indian
fishermen on board were
taken into custody by SLNS
Samudura,” it said.

Those apprehended were

Representative image

taken to Kankesanthurai
Harbour and will be handed
to the Department of
Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources for further legal
proceedings.

The fishermen issue is a
contentious one in the ties
between India and Sri Lanka,
with Lankan Navy personnel

even firing at Indian fishermen
in the Palk Strait and seizing
their boats in several alleged
incidents ofillegally entering
Sri Lankan territorial waters.
The Palk Strait, a narrow strip
of water separating Tamil
Nadu from Sri Lanka, is a rich
fishing ground for fishermen
from both countries.

1,500 Myanmar nationals
repatriated from Malaysia

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Yangon

Nearly 1,500 Myanmar
nationals who were sent
back from Malaysia arrived
in the country's largest city
on Sunday, despite warnings
from the United Nations
refugee agency and rights
groups that conditions for
return remain unsafe.
Myanmar has been in
turmoil since the military
seized power from the
elected government of Aung
San Suu Kyi on Feb. 1, 2021,
triggering widespread oppo-
sition and plunging large
parts of the country into
conflict. The returnees,
including 86 women, have
been convicted of staying
illegally and other immigra-

tion violations in Malaysia,
according to reports from
Myanmar state media. They
were transported from
Malaysia aboard two navy
warships and a hospital ship
last Tuesday. They arrived in
southern Yangon early
Sunday, Nay Lin Tun, a
regional government minis-
ter, said.

The returnees are among
5,000 Myanmar nationals
who will be repatriated in
stages from Malaysia, where
10,388 others were being
held at immigration deten-
tion centres, according to
Malaysia's Home Ministry.

The UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
and rights groups have crit-
icised the repatriation,

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE

saying security.

B Dubai

The KCS Foundation, a Bihar-based organiza-
tion working in education, youth empower-
ment and social development, celebrated
International Literacy Day in Dubai by hosting
the YES Awards 2026, honouring 27 outstand-
ing students for their achievements and
contributions to their communities.

Held on Sunday the event reflected
UNESCO’s 2026 theme, “Literacy for people,
the planet and prosperity,” and highlighted
the role of education and literacy in develop-
ing responsible leaders and inclusive, knowl-
edge-driven societies.

The 27 awardees, representing different
countries and regions, were selected from a
large number of international nominations
following an evaluation by a distinguished
jury. They were recognized for academic
excellence, leadership, innovation, extracur-
ricular achievements and sustained commu-
nity impact.The event was organized under

the Ieadershlp ofDr Panka] lha Dr. Gautam
Kumar, Dr. Menaka Shekhar and Dr. Sanjeet
Jha, reaffirming the foundation’s focus on edu-
cation, literacy, youth empowerment and
community service.

Among the distinguished guests were
Prabhat Kumar Jha, Executive Director (Central
Zone), National Small Industries Corporation
(NSIC), and Pabitra Kumar Majumder, Consul
(Education), Consulate General of India in
Dubai. Speakers included Porush
Jhunjhunwala of Banke International;
Bhupesh Kaura and Anishaa Jaisinghani of
Deloitte; Anil Jha of Maanawta Foundation;
Siddhant Jhurani of Altrea Global; and moti-
vational speaker Amar Choudhary.
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Who are mystery men who stepped in to keep FlyDubai plane from crashing

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Jerusalem

Who are the mystery pilots
who stepped in to stabilize
the FlyDubai flight as it
hurtled toward disaster?

As of Saturday, three days
after the uniformed crew
members rushed to the
cockpit to steady the Israel-
bound plane carrying 182
people after a sickening
plummet, they still haven't
been publicly identified.
FlyDubai has called them
only on-duty crew members
traveling on the plane. It's not
clear why the airline hasn't
said more.

One passenger at the front
of the plane, though,

described the men's actions
in an interview with The
Associated Press, giving one
of the most detailed accounts
of the yet-unsung heroes.

“This is one of the mira-
cles,” said Daniel Schlichter,
who was seated in the
second row. “That not in
every flight they bring two
extra pilots. In this case, they
brought them because they
should have brought the
plane back from Tel Aviv to
Dubai, and this is the only
reason they were there.” The
practice is called deadhead-
ing.

The two men responded
after screaming passengers
discovered what was unfold-
ing in the cockpit. They said

the copilot was attacking the
captain over and over, and
blood was everywhere. The
captain, while badly
wounded, managed to
unlock the cockpit door.

After a passenger grabbed
the copilot and pulled him
out, and others grappled with
the man to subdue him,
Schlichter said that one of the
traveling pilots practically
hurdled the scrum to enter
the cockpit and seize the
controls.

“He was actually kind of
jumping above the guys that
were handling the terrorist,
and he reached out to the
pilot area and started to take
over,” Schlichter said. “And
then the other guy, the other

after a descent so extreme

pilot, joined in and they
closed the door because they
didn't want anybody else to
be there.” Schlichter, like
others, wasn't sure where
the two men had come from.
But whoever the first one
was, he moved very quickly.

“He acted really like a hero,
taking over the plane and
reacted like he understood
exactly what is going on, and
| think we owe him our lives
not less than the other heroes
that went on the flight,”
Schlichter said.

Once the two entered the
cockpit and closed the door,
Schlichter wasn't sure who
did what inside. It took “quite
alot of minutes,” maybe 10 or
more, to stabilize the plane

that part of its rudder was
torn away.

A mayday call was made as
the men frantically sought a
place to land. Meanwhile,
some of the frightened and
wary passengers wondered
about them and whether
they could be trusted. “After
they managed to stabilize
the airplane, actually they
did not have any communi-
cation with us, and I have to
tell you, I was worried about
this,” Schlichter said.

He worried about an even
worse situation - that the
men might be “hijacking the
plane into maybe Iran, or |
don't know where, because
we're actually not too far.”
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AJAI MASAND W Nagoya

India’s sporting ambitions
took a sobering reality check
at the Aichi-Nagoya Asian
Games, where a campaign
that promised another leap
forward ended with a signif-
icant dip from the record-
breaking haul in Hangzhou.

India retained the fourth
place in the overall standings
but finished with 85 medals —
21gold, 27 silver and 37 bronze
— 21 medals and seven gold
fewer than the 106-medal
haul, achieved in the last
edition. For a country chasing
top-10 status by 2036 and a
top-five ranking by 2047, the
numbers are a reminder that
sustaining progress will be far
harder than producing a spec-
tacular Games.

At the top, China remained
untouchable, finishing with
341 medals, including 169
gold. Japan was second with
83 gold and 269 medals, while
South Korea took third with
39 gold and 150 medals.

India’s fourth-place finish
still keeps it among Asia’s
leading sporting nations. That
distinction matters. A fourth-

place finish means India
remains firmly within the
continent’s leading sporting
pack, but the gap at the top is
stillenormous. Ifit was not for
a sensational gold rush in
the last two days — when
India won 11 gold medals —a
top-five place was not possi-
ble. The biggest reason for the
shortfall was the under-per-
formance of two traditional
medal pillars —shooting and
athletics. Both arrived with
high expectations but left
India with fewer medals than
in Hangzhou, exposing vul-
nerabilities in consistency,
pressure management and
preparation. Shooting suf-
fered a sharp fall.

After producing a stunning
seven gold, nine silver and six
bronze medals last time,
India’s 30-member team
returned from Japan with 15
medals — three gold, eight
silver and four bronze.

The campaign began with
missed opportunities and fal-
tering favourites. Double
Olympic medallist Manu
Bhaker endured a disappoint-
ing Games as India’s women
drew a blank in the 10m air

Athletes from India march into the arena during the closing ceremony for the Asian Games in Nagoya, Japan on

Sunday

PTI

pistol. The men’s 10m air
pistol team of Kamaljeet,
Aakash Bhardwaj and
Kedarling Uchaganve also
failed to make an impact,
deepening concerns in an
event in which India has tra-
ditionally been a strong
medal contender.

The breakthrough finally
came in the 10m air pistol
mixed team event, where

Suruchi Singh and Kamaljeet
won gold. But the shooter
who transformed the mood in
the camp was Neeru Dhanda.
The 27-year-old became the
first Indian woman to win an
individual Asian Games gold
in trap shooting. She added a
silver in the women’s team
eventand anothergold in the
mixed team competition with
Kynan Chenai.

Target was to win gold and qualify Olympics: Harmanpreet Singh

PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
M Kakamigahara (Japan)

India’s men’s hockey captain
Harmanpreet Singh says his
players had the confidence to
shrug off the World Cup disap-
pointment and win the Asian
Games title and qualify for the
2028 Olympics as they “always
dominate in Asia”.
Harmanpreet struck a brace
as India thrashed Malaysia 5-
1 in the final on Saturday to
clinch the men’s hockey gold
for the second time in a row.
“The final match was a big
opportunity for everybody.
There are some players who
are representing (India) for the
first time in Asian Games, and
some guys representing four
times, three times, two times.
“We knew we are here for the
gold and to qualify for the
Olympics. The target was
clear,” Harmanpreet said.
The build-up to the Asian
Games was not the best one,
with the team finishing a dis-
appointing ninth in the World
Cup in Belgium and the
Netherlands in August.
“The whole year was actu-

ally very, very tough for us
because we had so many
tournaments. The World Cup
wasn’t that good for us, but we
know that we always domi-
nate in Asia. We are here to
defend the title.”

Harmanpreet gave India
the lead in the 11th minute
from a penalty corner and also
scored the last goal in the 57th
minute, that too from a
penalty corner.

“That’s a responsibility.
When you get the opportuni-
ty you just need to finish it
with the goal. And that is in my
mind during the match,” said
Harmanpreet who became
the first Indian to lead the

teamin the back-to-back Asian
Games gold.

“Overall we played well.
We got so many opportuni-
ties. Especially defence-wise.
We played very well that’s
why we got the result.”

Asked how he started
playing hockey, Harmanpreet
said, “Itwas not a plan. When
I was in school, there were
plenty of sports to choose
from. 1 didn’t want to play
hockey, but hockey chose me.
And that’s how my journey
started.”

Goalkeeper Mohith
Shashikumar said the team
will prepare for the 2028
Games with all its might.

“It’s a dream of every
athlete to play in the Olympics.
Now the preparation will start,
and we will prepare with all
our might. We hope we get a
medal in LA,” he said.

“There were up and downs
in the tournament. We were
focussing on winning the gold
medal. In spite of the ups
and downs, we gave our 100
per cent in every match.”

He watched India winning
a bronze medal in the 2024
Paris Olympics on television,
and was motivated to make it
to the senior team.

“We were there in our train-
ing camp in Bangalore. It was
avery great moment for us we
got motivation. That motiva-
tion helped me to be part of
the main team,” said the 24-
year-old.

On being one of the
youngest players in the team,
he said, “Playing with my
idols, 1 have no words to
explain it. They have played so
many games, and there are so
many medals. “Playing with
them is a great privilege for
me. | was so excited to play
amongst them.” (PTI)

Yet Neeru’s brilliance could
not mask the broader con-
cerns. Several Indian shooters
faltered after promising starts,
particularly against China and
South Korea, surrendering
winning positions at crucial
moments.

The pattern underlined the
need for greater mental con-
ditioning and an ability to

petitions. Athletics provided
another major disappoint-
ment. India lost one of its
biggest gold-medal prospects
even before the competition
began when javelin ace
Neeraj Chopra withdrew with
injury. The problems extend-
ed beyond the javelin.
Tajinderpal Singh Toor
could not complete a hat-trick
of Asian Games golds, while
long jumper Murali
Sreeshankar and high jumper
Sarvesh Kushare also settled
for silver. Their performances
showed India was competi-
tive, but once again the gap
between being in contention
and finishing on top proved
costly. Injuries added to the
setbacks as Jyothi Yarraji with-
drew from the women’s 100m
hurdles before her opening
heat after experiencing knee
pain and discomfort during
warm-up. Avinash Sable,
returning from a serious knee
injury, finished fourth in the
men’s 3000m steeplechase.
The women'’s 4x400m relay
quartet of Kiran Pahal, M
Poovamma, Prachi
Choudhary and Vithya Ramraj

but the discipline remained
well short of its Hangzhou
output, where India had won
six gold. The disappointments
were made more frustrating
by uneven preparations.

Accommodation issues, the
absence of a dedicated
Games village and persistent
transport problems disrupted
routines. Long journeys to
venues, delayed buses and
reduced recovery time added
to the burden. They do not
fully explain the medal short-
fall, but they exposed an
athlete-support system here.

And yet Aichi-Nagoya also
offered something equally
important: evidence that
India’s sporting base is broad-
ening. Archery provided one
of the clearest breakthroughs.
Teenager Kumkum Mohod
became the first Indian to win
the individual recurve gold,
capping a landmark cam-
paign in a discipline where
India has historically strug-
gled to match its success in
compound archery.

India returned with five
gold, two silver and two
bronze medals in archery,

tally from Hangzhou.

More significantly, recurve
archers won medals in all five
events — two gold, two silver
and a bronze — signalling a
serious challenge to South
Korea’s long-standing
dominance.

Wrestling provided six
medals, including two golds.
What was heartening that
India wrestlers competed
without fear, and did not
care for reputations as Sujeet
Kalkal and Aman Sehrawat
defeated Olympic and World
Champions on their way to
gold. Greco Roman style expo-
nents Nitesh Siwach and Sunil
Kumar also delivered, adding
to wrestling’s overall tremen-
dous show. Tennis was a
huge disappointment as
Indian players returned
empty-handed for first time in
40 years. Golf, though, deliv-
ered a first. Pranavi Urs
became the first Indian
woman to win an individual
Asian Games gold, while
women’s team of Pranavi,
Aditi Ashok and Diksha Dagar
won silver, giving India its first
women’s team golf medal at

close out high-pressure com-
TR

supplied athletics’ lone gold,

matching its overall medal

Games. (PTI)

Anahat admits defeat took time to get over, eyes Olympic

HIMANK NEGI B New Delhi

Anahat Singh knew winning the Asian
Games gold wasn’t “very realistic” but
coming within one victory of it left the
Indian squash star both disappointed
and encouraged as she sets her sights on
qualifying for the 2028 Olympics.

Anahat became the first Indian woman
to reach the final of the individual event
at the Asian Games. However, she lost to
World No. 5 Malaysian Sivasangari
Subramaniam to settle for a historic
silver.

Avictory would also have earned the
18-year-old direct qualification for the
2028 Olympics, but she is now looking
to climb the PSA rankings and secure her
place at the Los Angeles Games.

“I was definitely quite disappointed.
It took me a few days to get happy again
or slightly get higher up. It doesn’t feel
great to lose out in the final, especially
when you come so close after you win
a big match,” Anahat told PTI on her
return from.

“I'm just going to try to look at the pos-
itive and try to see it as a fact that there’s
a lot for me to learn. And if I'm able to
do this against the top players, there’s a
lot of good things out of it as well.”
Anahat had gone into the Games with the
goal of winning gold but knew that was

Asian Games 2026 medallist squash player
Anahat Singh poses for photographers upon her
arrival at IGl Airport in New Delhi on Sunday pTI

a difficult proposition given the quality
of the field. “My first step was possibly
trying to win the Asian Games gold. |
knew that wasn’t very realistic, but of
course | wanted to give it my all.”

“I had to have a backup plan, which
meant trying to make it through the rank-
ings, which is what I’'m going to try to do
now. I'm going to spend the next 18
months trying to play as many tourna-
ments as I can and do well in them so |
can make my way up the rankings and
secure myself a spot for the Olympics.”

With direct qualification slipping
away, Anahat has now turned her atten-

tion to the PSA rankings.

“I had to have a backup plan, which
meant trying to make it through the rank-
ings, which is what I’'m going to try to do
now. I'm going to spend the next 18
months trying to play as many tourna-
ments as | can and do well in them so |
can make my way up the rankings and
secure myself a spot for the Olympics.”

The Asian Games campaign also tested
Anahat physically and mentally as she
competed in both the individual and
team events over two weeks.

“Playing such tough matches contin-
uously over and over for two weeks is not
easy. Team events are a lot more pres-
sure than playing in an individual. The
whole nation, your whole team, coaches,
everyone wanting you to win and you're
playing not just for yourself.”

“I've never ever played continuous
squash for this long. I'm just going to try
torecover and have a tournament in less
than a week. So I'm just going to focus
on that,” she said.

Anahat and Abhay Singh won silver
medals in the individual events, while the
Indian women’s and men’s teams
returned with bronze medals.

Indian women'’s squash team coach
Surbhi Misra was pleased with the cam-
paign but felt the team events could have
produced better results. (PTI)

A LT

India-Pakistan
cricket game and
hockey matches

India played good game: Ancelotti
hails Blue Tigers after Brazﬂ wm

More we play, better it's for us: Coach
Jamil seeks more high-profile matches

TAPAN MOHANTA M Kolkata

“Mahesh and Thapa were very

most viewed: OCA

PHILEM DIPAK SINGH M Nagoya

The men’s cricket final and hockey semi-
final between India and Pakistan were
the most viewed matches in the Asian
Games history, the Olympic Council of
Asia (OCA) said on Sunday and cited 212
records as proof that athletes were pro-
vided “best environment” in the Aichi-
Nagoya edition.

India beat Pakistan 4-3 in the men’s
hockey semifinal at the Gifu Prefectural
Green Stadium at Kakamigahara. India
went on to win the gold medal after
beating Malaysia in the final.

India also beat Pakistan by 19 runs in
the men’s cricket final.

“The broadcast had the biggest view-
ership ever for the Games. Thanks to
two big matches: yesterday, the
Pakistan-India cricket match was the
most-viewed match, and the day before
(on Thursday), the Pakistan-India hockey
match was the most-viewed match ever
in the Games’ history,” OCA
Coordination Committee President
Tayyab Ikram said at a press conference.

He did not give figures regarding the
viewership. He also did not specify
which between the two matches had
more viewership.

“For the very first time, the OCA
demonstrated a safeguarding principle
in these Games. From all aspects it was
a safe Games - for athletes, for Asian fed-
erations and for the National Olympic
Committees.”

Logistical chaos due to the cost-
cutting decision to scrap a traditional
Athletes’ Village, cramped lodgings
and transport hassles marred the
Games, inviting sharp criticism. (PTI)

TAPAN MOHANTA M Kolkata

Brazil head coach Carlo Ancelotti
appreciated India’s organised
efforts in defence and counter-
attack, saying the Blue Tigers
gave his side some difficult
moments despite going down O-
4 in the historic friendly at the
Salt Lake Stadium. India held
their own against a star-filled
Brazilian side for the first 25
minutes before the five-time
world champions found their
footing to motor away.

“They tried to play their game.
They defended, they were organ-
ised, they tried to play counter-
attack. I think they played a good
game,” the 67-year-old celebrat-
ed coach said after the match.

“We had difficulty opening the
score, but the moment we
opened the score with Estevao,
we had more opportunities to

better control the game.
“Itwas a good experience. We
gave a minute to the players that
maybe was good for them to
have a test. I think it was a good
game, entertaining, with good
intensity. India did its part to try
to defend, play counter-attack,”
he added. The wide gulf
between the teams was evident

of possession against India’s
34.2 per cent of ball time.

The South Americans had 20
attempts to score against India’s
nine, and registered seven on
target while India managed
three. The visitors also had edge
in attacking touches inside box,
29-12, and completed 156 suc-
cessful passes in final third com-

Despite the lopsided defeat, head
coach Khalid Jamil saw enough
positives in India’s performance
against five-time world champi-
ons Brazil and hoped his side will
feature in many such high-profile
games in future so that the team
can get better.

Brazil, currently sixth in the FIFA
Men’s World Ranking, trounced
India, 138th in list, 4-0 here on
Saturday. “Definitely, their quality
is very high. Their coach is also
good and they have players who
have played at different clubs,”
Jamil said at the post-match inter-
action. “To manage them is very
difficult, not an easy job. It doesn’t
happen in a day; it takes time.
Pressure is everywhere. But the
more we play, the better.

“The next game is also very
good for us, so we have to contin-

ahead to Tuesday'’s clash against
two-time former world champi-
ons Uruguay.

The Selecao are also the
highest-ranked opponents India
have faced since the official rank-
ings were introduced in August
1993, surpassing ninth-ranked
Russia in 1995 and Japan in 1998.

Therefore Jamil was impressed
by the performance, but admitted
that India needed to be stronger

good defensively. They were very
good in midfield. Williams, Sahal
(Abdul Samad) and Manvir were
also good. “Manvir was very good
one-versus-one. Overall, it was
very good, especially Williams. He
tried his best. Defensively, we
should be a little stronger,” he
said. India’s bright start faded after
Brazil broke the deadlock in the
28th minute.

Jamil felt the first goal changed
the complexion of the contest.

“That’s why I said concentration
should be good. Till the water
break, I was thinking everything
would be fine. Then we conced-
ed a silly goal. Then we conced-
ed a second goal, so the calcula-
tion changed a little.”

The India coach refused to put
the defeat on goalkeeper
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu alone,
strongly backing the experienced

as Brazil enjoyed 65.8 per cent

pared to India’s 29.

(PTI) ue with that,”

he said, looking

defensively.

player. (PTI)

India series gave clues to team’s ability: WI coach

HARDIK SHARMA B Mullanpur

Head coach Daren Sammy
said the West Indies will take
valuable learnings from the
ODI series against India, from
which he has gathered
enough clues about his
team’s ability to measure up
against the top teams in the
circuit. Riding on Shai Hope’s
blistering 162 not out, Windies
completed the record chase

Shai Hope

FILE PHOTO

of 352, denying India of a
series sweep here on
Saturday. India won the series
2-1. “We came here knowing
the quality that India has, and
to measure ourselves against
a quality team like that. We've
shown that when we do
things consistently well for
long enough, we could match
the number one team in the
world. So, we’ll take a lot of
learning from this belief as
well,” Sammy said in the
post-match press conference.

Sammy praised skipper
Shai Hope for his astounding

hundred, which came after
keeping wickets for the entire
Indian innings.

“Shai Hope played an
amazing innings today, and a
well-deserved victory. The
skipper is a bit tired. He was
in the field for 98.2 overs, so
I had tofill in for him (for press
meet). But what a player, you
know, literally took the team
on his back today with the bat
like he’s done so many times
before,” Sammy said.

“lJewel Andrew suffered
some pain in his finger, and
the skipper stepped up. Not

anything new to him, but
just to keep for 50 overs and
then puton your pads and go
and play an innings like that,
that was special. He is a class
player. “I don’t think he gets
enough credit for what he’s
done for the West Indies,
how he’s played, and the
commitment he’s given to us.
He leads by his performance,”
he added.

Sammy acknowledged that
the severe physical and tac-
tical demands were placed on
his bowling attack through-
out the three matches

because the pitches offered
hardly any assistance. “To be
fair, it's hard to judge the
bowlers in this series. It's
been hard work for them. The
pitches had absolutely
nothing to offer. The margin
for error was-well, actually,
they had no margin forerror,”
Sammy noted.

But Sammy was delighted
to see the bowlers keeping
India to a par score despite
the unhelpful conditions and
pitch. “We did see areas
where Jayden Seales bowled
today, creating chances, and
that’s whatyou have to do as
a bowling unit. No matter
what the surface brings or
allows you to do, you try to
put more balls in the right
areas. “I thoughtin the pow-
erplay, Jayden Seales and
Matthew Forde, backed up by
Alzarri were really good. It put
enough pressure on India to
help us restrict them to a par
score on that surface,” he
explained. (PTI)

Want to play our WC
11 from next series: Gill

HARDIK SHARMA M Mullanpur

Wary of not being able to field a settled
eleven because of injuries and tight
scheduling, India skipper Shubman Gill
wanted to give regular opportunities to
the players who will potentially make
it to the ICC World Cup 2027 in the
upcoming ODI matches.

India fielded largely second string
players against the West Indies in the
just-concluded three-match series,
which India won 2-1.

But in the absence of regulars like
Jasprit Bumrah, Arshdeep Singh,
Kuldeep Yadav, Axar Patel, who were
away at the Asian Games, Indian
bowling lacked the desired sting.

Additionally, pacer Prasidh Krishna
joined the growing injury list during the
second ODI at Guwahati.

“I honestly think there is not that
much time to experiment, the combi-
nation that we want to play, hopefully,
we get all the players that are available
from the next series, and the combina-
tion that we would like to play in the

World Cup, we want to start playing
with that combination,” Gill said in the
post-match press conference, after his
side went down by five wickets.

Gill found the rather frequent absence
of frontline bowlers from the first
eleven frustrating, considering the
limited number of ODIs ahead of the ICC
showpiece. “I would say it’s been unfor-
tunate, you know, with the injuries and
with the scheduling with the other
matches being around, it’s been a little
bit unfortunate that we have been not
able to play the bowling lineup that we
would like to,” he said. (PTI)



