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MAHESH DIXIT NAMED
NEW IB CHIEF 
Senior IPS officer Mahesh Dixit
has been appointed as the new
Director of the Intelligence Bureau
(IB). A 1993-batch officer of the
Telangana (formerly Andhra
Pradesh) cadre, Dixit is widely
recognised as a counter-terrorism
specialist with deep-rooted field
experience in sensitive security
operations. He previously headed
the IB's Subsidiary Intelligence
Bureau (SIB) in Srinagar, holding
jurisdiction over Jammu, Kashmir,
and Leh. Prior to taking the helm
as the IB Chief, he was serving as
the Special Director within the
IB's headquarters in New Delhi,
where he had already assumed
significant operational control. He
replaces Tapan Kumar Deka, a
1988-batch Indian Police Service
(IPS) officer of the Himachal
Pradesh cadre, who served as the
the chief of IB until recently after
two consecutive extensions.

SOORYAVANSHI SHINES
IN THE NETS
Teenage batting sensation
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi grabbed
attention during his first net
session with the senior Indian
team in Belfast, as excitement
around the youngster continued
to grow among the Indian
diaspora in the Northern Irish
city. The Indian team
management, however, raised
concerns over practice facilities
after discovering that one of the
practice pitches did not have a
sightscreen positioned behind
the bowler's arm, making
visibility difficult for batters. The
issue was flagged to Cricket
Ireland by India's operations
manager and was subsequently
rectified before the session
progressed. Once the logistical
issue was resolved, focus quickly
shifted to Sooryavanshi. In his
first senior-team net
appearance, he appeared
composed and confident,
playing fluent drives and his
trademark attacking strokes
during an extended batting stint.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi/Ottawa

Canada’s intelligence agency
has, for the first time, publicly
blamed Canada-based
Khalistani extremists (CBKE)
for the 1985 bombing of Air
India Flight 182 in its 2025
Public Report. “This past year
marked the 40th anniversary
of the bombing of Air India
Flight 182, whose suspects
were members of Canada-
based Khalistani extremist
(CBKE) groups. It remains to
this day the deadliest terror-
ist attack in Canadian history,
with 329 people killed, most
of them Canadians,” reads
the Canadian Security
Intelligence Service (CSIS)
2025 Public Report.

The language marks a clear
break from decades of
Canadian official statements
that referred only to “Sikh

extremists” without naming
the Khalistan movement. The
attack occurred when a bomb
exploded aboard the Air India
Boeing 747 Emperor Kanishka
flying from Montréal-Mirabel
International Airport to

London Heathrow at 31,000
feet over the Atlantic Ocean
off Ireland’s coast. All 329
passengers and crew died,
including 268 Canadian citi-
zens, many of Indian origin.

The Ahakista memorial in

Ireland, near the crash site,
honours the 329 victims.
Memorials have been built in
Toronto, Vancouver, and
Ahakista, Ireland, near where
the debris was found. Annual
ceremonies continue, includ-

ing on the National Day of
Remembrance for Victims of
Terrorism.

Investigations in Canada
and other countries quickly
pointed to Sikh militants
seeking an independent

Khalistan in India’s Punjab
region. The plot was linked to
Babbar Khalsa International,
a designated terrorist group.
Key accused included
Talwinder Singh Parmar, a
Babbar Khalsa leader based in
Canada, who was widely seen
as the mastermind. He was
killed by Indian police in 1992.
And Inderjit Singh Reyat, who
assembled the bombs. He
pleaded guilty to manslaugh-
ter in 2003 and was sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison.

CSIS began watching
Parmar in early 1985 and
received warnings about
threats to Air India. However,
a 2010 Commission of Inquiry
led by Justice John C Major
found that a “cascading
series of errors” by CSIS, the
RCMP, and other agencies
allowed the attack 
to happen. 

MOHIT KANDHARI n Jammu

A Commanding Officer of
the Rashtriya Rifles (RR)
Unit  stationed in the
Kishtwar district of the
Jammu division has been
booked by the Jammu and
Kashmir Police, along with
over three dozen army per-
sonnel, for allegedly tres-
passing into the premises of
Police Station Atholi and
attacking policemen.

The attack allegedly took
place shortly after a police
party intercepted and seized
a private vehicle owned by
an Army official for traffic
violations. According to the
FIR, filed by the Station
House Officer, Inspector
Amrit Kotach, he received a
call informing him about the
assault within the premises

of the police station under
the direct instructions of
Commanding Officer N Arun
Gandhi of 17 RR, when he
was away attending a
meeting with the deputy
commissioner.

The FIR names Colonel
Gandhi, Major Sharma, Naib
Subedar Gurkhe, Sepoys
Raj Kumar, Rahul Kumar,
Anoop Singh and Omkar
Ingale, and unidentified
Army personnel of the 17 RR

camp as accused. It claims,
around 30 to 40 personnel
from 17 RR, Camp Kijayee,
led by Major Vikash Sharma
and Naib Subedar Shankar
Gurkhe,  launched a/n
attack after scaling the
main gate and boundary
wall of the police station.
They were armed with
lathis, iron rods and other
weapons, he added. “Their
common intention was to
cause fatal injuries and kill
the police personnel on
duty,” he said, adding that
he rushed back to the
station and was allegedly
physically assaulted by
Major Sharma.

A Jammu-based Army
PRO, Lt Col Suneel Barthwal,
told The Pioneer that the
matter is being probed. 

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

India on Thursday restored
commercial LPG supplies
to pre-West Asia war levels
for hotels, restaurants and
other businesses across
the country. The Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural
Gas, in a statement on
Thursday, said it had taken
this step after an improve-
ment in the LPG supply
situation following disrup-
tions caused by the US-
Israel war on Iran now on
hold under  a
Memorandum of
Understanding. The supply
of bulk LPG, which was
suspended at the onset of
the crisis, has also been
partially resumed at 50
per cent of pre-crisis con-
sumption levels.

The restrictions were
imposed after the West
Asia conflict disrupted LPG
supplies from the Persian
Gulf, which accounts for
about 90 per cent of India’s
cooking gas imports. 

REGINA GARCIA CANO/JUAN
PABLO ARRAEZ n Caracas

Rescue teams raced
Thursday to the areas
hardest hit by a pair of
powerful earthquakes that
rocked Venezuela, killing at
least 164 people, injuring
nearly 1,000 and trapping
many beneath collapsed
buildings.

Wednesday evening’s 7.2-
and 7.5-magnitude earth-
quakes were among the
strongest to strike
Venezuela in more than a
century and could be felt
throughout the region. The
country’s main airport was
damaged and closed, while
buildings were evacuated
in places as far away as
Brazil’s Amazon, about

1,700 kilometers (1,050
miles) from Venezuela’s
capital, Caracas.

Television broadcasts
Thursday showed rescue
workers using power tools
to work their way into piles
of rubble where buildings
once stood. Panicked resi-

dents of the capital were
sent pouring into the
streets,  and after the
quakes many people
walked among the debris
searching for the missing
among collapsed buildings
and toppled electric poles.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

On Wednesday, an MEA offi-
cial explained that the Indian
passport is a “travel docu-
ment,” not a “citizenship
document.” While only
Indian citizens can obtain a
passport after verification,
simply having one does not,
on its own, prove citizenship.

This statement was made
during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of voter rolls in
several states, in which some
people attempted to use
passports to contest their
exclusion from the rolls. This
distinction is important
because the Supreme Court
has also said that Aadhaar is

just an identity document,
not proof of citizenship.

This difference is based
on the law. The Passports Act,
1967, states that a passport’s
primary purpose is to facili-
tate international travel. It
identifies the holder and
asks foreign governments to
allow safe passage. Section 6
generally bars non-citizens
from obtaining a passport.
Still, Section 20 permits the
Central Government to issue
a passport or travel docu-
ment to a non-citizen if it
serves the public interest.

A passport is not final proof
of citizenship. It shows
nationality for travel, but
Indian citizenship is a sepa-
rate legal status under the

Citizenship Act, 1955 (as
amended). Courts have said
that no single document,
including a passport, is
enough by itself. In 2013, the
Bombay High Court ruled
that a passport, even with a
birth certificate or Aadhaar,
was not enough to prove cit-
izenship for people born after
July 1, 1987. They also need to
show that at least one parent
was an Indian citizen at the
time of their birth.

Some key questions are:
how carefully citizenship is
checked before a passport is
issued; whether the passport
booklet is your property; when
and why you must return it;
what counts as proof of citizen-
ship; and why this clarification

is important now. Passport
authorities review Aadhaar,
PAN, birth records, school cer-
tificates, and parental docu-
ments, and they also carry out
police verification with other
government agencies.

However, this process only
decides if you qualify for a
travel document, not your
citizenship. Past errors show
why this is important. The
passport says it is the “prop-
erty of the Government of
India.” You can use and keep
it, but the government owns
and controls it. This is normal
in most countries and shows
that a passport is an official
document, not your personal
property.

Canada names Khalistanis for Kanishka bombing 

Commercial LPG curbs lifted Earthquake hits Venezuela hard

J&K Police allege attack by Army inside station
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Union Government has
granted Indian envoy to
Bangladesh Dinesh Trivedi
the status equivalent to that
of a Union Cabinet Minister.
An order issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on Wednesday said
Trivedi “has been assigned
the equivalent status of
Union Cabinet Minister in
the Table of Precedence (ToP)
as a measure personal to
him, without amending the
Table of Precedence”.

“The position in Table of
Precedence is for ceremoni-
al functions only,” it added.
Trivedi, a former Union min-
ister, was appointed as
India’s high commissioner
to Bangladesh on April 27.

The 76-year-old BJP leader
presented his credentials to
President Mohammed
Shahabuddin in Dhaka on
Thursday, marking the start of
his diplomatic assignment.

Shortly after the ceremony,

Trivedi made his first public
appearance at the Indian
Visa Centre in Dhaka, where
he announced the resump-
tion of travel visas for
Bangladeshi nationals.

Dinesh Trivedi gets Cabinet rank tag

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi/Ayodhya

The Uttar Pradesh police has
filed an FIR against eight
people for allegedly misusing
donations and offerings at
the Ram Mandir, following a
complaint from Krishna
Mohan, a member of the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust. The complaint,
filed at the Ram Janmbhoomi
police station, came after the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) submitted its prelimi-
nary report on June 23.

Sources said the FIR was
registered against the accused
persons on the instructions of
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

The FIR lists Ram Shankar
Yadav, also known as Tinnu or
Tinu Yadav, who is a close aide
of Trust General Secretary
Champat Rai and reportedly
had the keys to the donation
boxes. Others named include
Lavkush Mishra, Anukalp
Mishra, Avinash Shukla,
Karunesh Pandey, Manish
Yadav, Rama Shankar Mishra
and  Subhash Srivastava. They
face charges of cheating, crim-
inal conspiracy, and embezzle-
ment. The FIR contains sec-
tions 306/316(5), 317(4), 317(5),
61, and Prevention of
Corruption Act 3(5).

The interim report submit-
ted by the SIT to CM Yogi has
made tough recommenda-
tions. As a result, the FIR has
been registered under non-
bailable sections of the BNS.
There are clear instructions
from the CM not to spare
anybody, and many arrests
are expected in the days to
come, the sources added.

Senior Trust officials, such as
Champat Rai, have not been
named in the FIR. The SIT’s pre-
liminary report pointed out
major problems in the system.
The three-member SIT, led by
Lucknow Divisional
Commissioner Vijay Vishwas
Pant, with IG (Lucknow range)
Kiran S. and Special Secretary
(Finance) Neel Ratan, was set
up on June 13 after the Trust
requested an investigation
over public claims of 
missing donations worth
several crores.

FIR filed in Ram Mandir
fund embezzlement case

What makes an Indian citizen? Ministry of External Affairs draws a legal distinction

Air India 182 memorial in Toronto WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

SIT probing allegations of embezzlement of donations
received at the Ram temple meeting with Principal Secretary,
Home, UP Government on Tuesday PTI

Rescue workers searching through the rubble after an
earthquake in Caracas, Venezuela PTI

People waiting in a queue to
avail refilled LPG cylinders,
in Dharamshala PTI

Security personnel stand guard next to an Army personnel
during a Muharram procession in Srinagar, J&K PTI

India’s High Commissioner-designate to Bangladesh Dinesh
Trivedi meeting US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor PTI
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Demand raised to reopen Chaibasa Cement Plant

PARVINDER BHATIA : JAMSHEDPUR

Demands for reconsidering the
permanent closure of the Chaibasa
Cement Plant at Jhinkpani in West
Singhbhum district have gained
momentum, with a heartfelt appeal
now reaching the Prime Minister's
Office. Kiran Singh, a resident of
Varanasi and wife of the plant's
retired General Manager (HR)
Surendra Singh, has written an
emotional letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi urging the revival of
the decades-old industrial unit.

In her letter,  Kiran Singh
described the cement plant as far
more than a commercial enterprise,
calling it the economic backbone of
the Kolhan region and a source of
livelihood for thousands of families,
including members of the tribal
community.

She highlighted that her
husband dedicated 38 years of
service to the factory and wit-

nessed its role in shaping the
region's socio-economic develop-
ment.

Referring to the plant's expansion
in 2004 during the tenure of former
Jharkhand Chief Minister Arjun
Munda, she noted that the installa-
tion of a 4,000-tonne-capacity
clinker unit significantly boosted
production and generated employ-

ment opportunities for nearly 2,000
people. According to the letter,
the plant once served as a catalyst
for growth and prosperity across
the region.

Kiran Singh also pointed to the
extensive infrastructure developed
around the facility, including nearly
900 residential quarters within
the plant township, which contin-

ue to stand as reminders of its past
significance. She stated that com-
plications related to the renewal of
mining leases were the primary
factors behind the plant's closure
and argued that these hurdles
could be resolved through coordi-
nated efforts by the Central and
State governments.

Appealing for the revival of the
unit in line with the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat and tribal
development, she stressed that
reopening the plant would restore
employment, economic activity
and hope for thousands of families
dependent on the industry.

Concluding her letter on an emo-
tional note, Kiran Singh recalled
how the sounds of the factory had
sustained generations of workers
and their families. 

Expressing sadness over its
silence, she urged the Prime
Minister to take steps to bring the
Chaibasa Cement Plant back to

life before memories of its contri-
bution fade away. 

Meanwhile, a senior official of the
Jharkhand Industry Department
clarified that the company has not
approached the department
seeking assistance to resolve issues
related to the plant's operations.

Speaking on the matter, the offi-
cial said the department remains
willing to extend support if the
company requires any intervention
from the government. 

"If the company approaches us
with specific concerns, we are
ready to help within the scope of
our responsibilities," the official
stated. However, the official empha-
sized that the Industry
Department's role is primarily to
facilitate the establishment of
industries and investments in the
state.  It does not have the author-
ity to intervene in the day-to-day
functioning or operational manage-
ment of private industrial units.

WIFE OF FORMER GM WRITES TO PM MODI

PVUNL commissions 800 MW Unit-2, boosting State's power capacity
PNS : RANCHI

Patratu Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited (PVUNL), a
j o i n t  v e n t u r e  o f  N T P C
Limited and Jharkhand Bijli
V i t r a n  N i g a m  L i m i t e d
( J B V N L ) ,  o n  T h u r s d a y
achieved a major mile-
stone with the successful
declaration of Commercial
Operation Date (COD) of
Unit-2 (800 MW) of the
Patratu Super Thermal
Power Project.

The commissioning of

Unit-2 marks a significant
step towards enhancing
power generation capaci-
t y  i n  J h a r k h a n d  a n d
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e
country's  energy infra-
structure. The foundation
stone of the project was
laid by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

With the commercial
operation of the second
unit, PVUNL has added a
total of 1,600 MW genera-
tion capacity within just
seven months through the

commissioning of Unit-1
and Unit-2. The company
s a i d  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t
r e f l e c t s  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s
strong execution capabil-
ity, technical expertise and
coordinated efforts of all
stakeholders involved.

The additional capacity
is expected to improve
p o w e r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r
Jharkhand and other ben-
eficiary states, contribut-
ing to reliable, affordable
and sustainable electricity
supply. The milestone is

also seen as a major boost
to the state's energy secu-
rity and India's growing
power requirements.

Speaking on the occa-
s i o n ,  P V U N L  C h i e f
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  A . K .
S e h g a l  c o n g r a t u l a t e d
e m p l o y e e s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,
w o r k e r s ,  v e n d o r s  a n d
partner organisations for
their contribution to the
successful completion of
the unit. He also expressed
gratitude to NTPC manage-
ment, the Jharkhand gov-

ernment, district adminis-
tration, regulatory author-
ities and project partners
f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d
support.

Sehgal acknowledged
the cooperation of the
l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
project-affected families,
stating that their trust had
played a vital role in the
successful execution of the
project.  He noted that
PVUNL is implementing ini-
tiatives focused on skill
development, livelihood

enhancement and commu-
nity welfare to promote
inclusive growth in the
region. Senior officials,
i n c l u d i n g  E x e c u t i v e
Director (Project) Anupam
Mukherjee and other top
management members,
were present during the
celebrations. PVUNL said
t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  r e i n -
forces its commitment to
operational excellence,
environmental sustainabil-
ity and responsible power 
generation.

BY DR. AHMED RAZA

The declaration by the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) in 2024 that mica
mining intervention villages
in Jharkhand were child
labour-free marked a signif-
icant achievement in the
state's long struggle against
child exploitation. The recog-
nition reflected nearly two
decades of coordinated
efforts by government agen-
cies, civil society organisa-
tions and local communi-
ties. However, the period
since the declaration has
highlighted the need for sus-
tained vigilance to preserve
these gains.

Over the past two years,
monitoring by district admin-
istrations and partner organ-
isations has shown that chil-
dren in intervention villages
have remained in schools
and are no longer engaged in
mica mining. The 100 per
cent school enrolment
achieved by 2024 has largely
been maintained through
2026, with no reported
dropouts. Officials attribute
this success to close coordi-
nation among panchayats,
schools and child protection
committees, along with
awareness campaigns such
as "Back to School" and
"Knock the Door."

A key factor behind the
progress has been the effec-
tive halt of mica mining activ-
ities in the region. With
mining banned and trade
shifting elsewhere, opportu-
nities for child labour have
significantly declined.
Community monitoring and
administrative vigilance have
also ensured that children are
not involved even in cases of
suspected illegal extraction.
As a result, education has
become the norm for chil-
dren in villages once depen-
dent on mica mining.

Despite these achieve-
ments, challenges remain.
Poverty continues to affect
many families, creating a risk
that children could be drawn
into other forms of informal
labour. This has required

ongoing awareness pro-
grammes, livelihood support
initiatives and stronger social
protection measures.
Concerns also persist regard-
ing illegal mining activities
and the broader economic
vulnerabilities of communi-
ties in the mica belt.

Another major challenge is
improving learning out-
comes. While school atten-
dance remains high, many
children who lost years of
education earlier continue
to face difficulties in literacy
and numeracy. Teachers and
local administrations have
been working to bridge these
gaps. Health concerns also
remain, as children previ-
ously exposed to mica and
coal mining require regular
medical monitoring, which is
often inadequate.

Nevertheless, the transfor-
mation has been remark-
able.  Districts such as
Koderma have reported
improved academic perfor-
mance and stronger board
examination results, reflect-
ing a shift from labour-driven
survival to education-led aspi-
rations. The experience
demonstrates that child
labour can be eliminated
through coordinated action,
but sustaining the achieve-
ment requires continuous
monitoring,  economic
support and investment in
education. The challenge
ahead is not only to keep chil-
dren out of labour but also to
ensure they thrive in school
and build better futures.

The writer is Assistant
Professor, Department of
Public Administration,
MANUU (A Central University),
Gachibowli, Hyderabad. He
can be contacted at
9873770067, Email: ahme-
draza@manuu.edu.in

THE GENERATION THAT NEVER LOGS OUT
BY ANITA SHEKHAR

There was a time when stu-
dents left school and discon-
nected from academic life until
the next day. Homework relied
on textbooks, social interac-
tions happened face-to-face,
and information was gathered
through libraries and archives.
Today, the boundaries between
school, home, and social life
have largely disappeared. With
smartphones and internet
access available at all times,
students remain connected
around the clock, creating a
generation that never truly logs
out.

For modern students, the
digital world is an integral part

of daily life. A single device
functions as a classroom,
library, entertainment hub, and
social platform. Online lectures,
educational videos, e-books,
and virtual discussions have
transformed learning, making
information accessible within
seconds. This unprecedented
access has encouraged stu-
dents to become independent
learners and globally aware
individuals.

However, constant connec-
tivity comes with challenges.
Alongside academic responsi-
bilities, students are expected
to stay informed, maintain
social relationships, and keep
up with rapidly changing
trends. Continuous notifica-

tions and messages often
create pressure to remain
online. The fear of missing out
(FOMO) can make it difficult for
students to disconnect, result-
ing in stress and an unhealthy
balance between virtual and
real life. Despite these pres-
sures, today's students possess
strengths that set them apart
from previous generations.
They are adaptable, resource-
ful, and technologically profi-
cient. Comfortable navigating
multiple sources of informa-
tion, they embrace change and
learn new skills quickly. They
are also increasingly engaged
with social issues such as
climate change, mental health,
gender equality, and social

justice. Rather than being
passive observers, many active-
ly participate in discussions
and initiatives aimed at creat-
ing positive change.

The modern student is highly
ambitious. Beyond academic
achievement, many pursue cre-
ative interests, entrepreneurial
ventures, and professional
development opportunities.
They enroll in online courses,
build digital portfolios, and
connect with people across the
globe. As a result, education is
no longer confined to the class-
room but has become a contin-
uous and borderless experi-
ence. Yet beneath their confi-
dence and digital fluency lies a
generation facing unique chal-

lenges. Intense competition,
high expectations, and uncer-
tainty about future careers
often contribute to anxiety and
stress. Students are expected
not only to excel academically
but also to develop impressive
résumés and prepare for a
rapidly evolving job market. In
this environment, emotional
support and understanding are
as important as educational
opportunities.

It is easy to criticize young
people for spending too much
time on screens, but such judg-
ments often overlook the reali-
ties of the world they inhabit.
They are growing up in an era
defined by technological
advancement, global connectiv-

ity, and instant access to infor-
mation. Rather than focusing
solely on screen time, society
should help students develop
the skills and judgment needed
to use technology responsibly.

Today's students are more
than consumers of technology;
they are the innovators and
leaders of tomorrow. With
proper guidance, encourage-
ment, and support, they have
the potential to transform chal-
lenges into opportunities and
build a more innovative, inclu-
sive, and connected future.

THE WRITER IS ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR AT AMITY
UNIVERSITY, JHARKHAND,
RANCHI.

BY ANTARA MOHAN

Before I met Suveer Kapoor, I
thought I understood golf.

Like many people, I viewed it
as a slow, leisurely sport associ-
ated with sprawling greens,
gentle walks and the occasional
perfect swing. But after spending
an hour speaking with the 21-
year-old golfer, I realized how
wrong I had been.

By the end of our conversa-
tion, I wasn't just listening to a
young athlete. I was listening to
someone who had discovered,
through sport, lessons about dis-
cipline, patience, self-awareness
and purpose that many people
spend a lifetime trying to learn.

Suveer's journey began in the
summer of 2010 when he was
just five years old. During a
family trip to Europe with his
parents, he was introduced to
golf. What began as a childhood
fascination soon became a
passion. By the age of 11 or 12, he
was already travelling across
India to compete in tourna-
ments, gaining experience and
sharpening his skills.

A student of La Martiniere for
Boys, Kolkata, Suveer decided in
Class IX to pursue golf seriously.
He joined the Tarun Sardesai
Golf Academy and devoted
himself to the sport while man-
aging his studies. Earlier this
year, after years of dedication
and perseverance, he achieved a
major milestone by turning pro-
fessional.

Inspired by global icons Tiger
Woods and Rory McIlroy, and
Indian golfers Viraj Madappa and
Anirban Lahiri, Suveer has
steadily built his career. Yet
beyond his achievements, it is
his outlook on the game that
stands out.

During a conversation, Suveer
remarked, "I am most myself
when I am playing golf." The
statement reflected his deep
connection with the sport,
which he sees not just as a pro-

fession but as a place where he
feels focused, authentic and at
peace.

He also challenged the
common perception that golf is
a slow sport. While it may
appear calm, professional golf
demands constant attention to
fitness, nutrition, recovery and
preparation. According to him,
the mental aspect is often the
toughest challenge. Golf teaches
patience, composure and the
ability to remain present, as
players cannot afford to dwell
on mistakes or worry about
future shots. Another lesson he
highlighted was that golfers are
always "playing against the
course." Weather, wind, terrain
and other external factors shape
every round, making adaptabili-
ty and humility as important as
technical skill.

At just 21, Suveer displays
remarkable maturity. His philos-
ophy is simple: "If you don't do it
now, somebody else will."
However, he believes success

comes from working smart
rather than merely working
hard. Effective practice, recovery
and self-assessment are often
more valuable than endless
hours of training.

Now competing international-
ly, including on the All Thailand
Golf Tour, Suveer is embracing
the challenges of professional
golf while proudly representing
India on the global stage.

Walking away from the inter-
view, I realized that Suveer
Kapoor's greatest strength may
not be his swing. It is his
mindset. At 21, he already under-
stands something many people
spend decades trying to learn:
success is not about chasing
shortcuts or controlling every
outcome. It is about discipline,
self-awareness, adaptability and
continuous growth. In a world
obsessed with instant results,
Suveer believes in the process.
And perhaps that is why, when
he steps onto a golf course, he
feels most like himself.

PNS : AHMEDABAD

The Adani Foundation marked the
64th birthday of Adani Group
Chairman Gautam Adani with a
nationwide blood donation cam-
paign that collected a record 52,306
units of blood, making it one of the
largest voluntary blooddonation
drives in the country.

Held on June 24, the annual initia-
tive was organized across more than
754 cities, towns and villages in 21
states, five Union Territories and
four international locations. The
drive surpassed last year's collection
of 28,090 units and was conducted
in collaboration with over 764 blood
banks.

The campaign, coordinated by the
Adani Healthcare team, was inspired
by Adani's guiding philosophy of
"Seva hi Sadhana Hai" (service is
worship). Thousands of donors par-
ticipated in the initiative, transform-
ing the occasion into a large-scale
movement aimed at supporting
healthcare needs and saving lives.

According to the Foundation, the
blood collected during the drive
amounts to approximately 23,538
litres and is expected to benefit
more than 1.56 lakh patients. The
donated blood will be processed into
critical components such as whole

blood, packed cell volume, platelet
concentrates, plasma, fresh frozen
plasma, cryoprecipitate and albumin,
which are essential for emergency
treatment, surgeries, cancer care,
maternal healthcare and the man-
agement of chronic illnesses.

More than 6,000 volunteers,
including doctors, paramedics, data
operators and administrative person-
nel from across the Adani Group, con-
tributed to the successful execution
of the campaign. The initiative was
supported by Red Cross blood banks,
government hospitals and trust-run
blood banks nationwide.

Adani Foundation Chairperson
Priti Adani, in a post on X, expressed
gratitude to all participants and
healthcare professionals involved
in the drive. She said the collective
effort would provide hope and
support to more than 1.56 lakh
patients and their families.

What began in 2011 with just over
1,300 units of blood donated has
evolved into an annual tradition
and one of India's largest voluntary
blood donation initiatives. The
Foundation said the campaign
reflects its broader commitment to
community welfare and demon-
strates how individual acts of gen-
erosity can create a significant social
impact.

'ZARURATCHAAHE JO
BHI HO, LOANMILEGA'
PNS : GURUGRAM

Home Credit India, a leading consumer finance company,
today announced the launch of its new integrated brand cam-
paign, #LoanMilega. Built around the culturally resonant
punchline, "ZaruratChaahe Jo Bhi Ho, #LoanMilega", the cam-
paign reinforces Home Credit's commitment to empower-
ing families with accessible, transparent, and convenient
financing solutions while bringing alive the brand's core phi-
losophy of #ZindagiHit.

The campaign is LIVE on YouTube and the link to the AVs
are:Loan Against Property, Personal Loan, Consumer Durable
Loans and Two-Wheeler Loans.

PNS : NEW DELHI

The way customers shop,
spend, and make payments is
evolving rapidly. Today,
digital transactions are no
longer limited to a single
channel or moment - cus-
tomers are increasingly
making transactions across
retail and e-commerce plat-
forms, booking travel, paying
bills, or managing everyday
expenses. At the same time,
the growing digital footprint
has created new opportuni-
ties for fraudsters to target
unsuspecting users through
increasingly sophisticated
methods.

According to the RBI
Annual Report 2025-26, card
and internet fraud accounted

for nearly 74% of all reported
fraud cases, making them
among the most commonly
reported forms of financial
fraud in the country. These
incidents can cause finan-
cial loss, inconvenience, and
emotional distress. 

The increasing frequency of
these incidents highlights
the importance of aware-
ness and safe digital financial
practices.

Customer centric financial
organisations like SBI Card
continue to invest in
advanced technology,
enhanced security capabili-
ties, 24*7 Live Chat support,
and customer awareness
across the ecosystem, to
enhance customer protec-
tion and experience.

Stay Secure - Safer Payment
Habits for Everyday Transactions

Keeping Children Out of Mines:
The Challenges After Success

I AM MOST MYSELF WHEN I AM
PLAYING GOLF: SUVEER KAPOOR

Adani Foundation's Blood Donation drive collects
record 52,306 units on Gautam Adani's Birthday
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CM reviews Passing-Out Parade
of 340 police personnel in Ranchi
PNS : RANCHI

Chief Minister Hemant Soren on
Thursday attended the Basic Trainees
Passing-Out Parade Ceremony 2026
at JAP-1 Ground in Doranda, where
340 newly trained police personnel,
including four Deputy
Superintendents of Police (DSPs) and
336 constables, formally joined the
state police force.

The batch comprised 255 male
and 81 female constables, with
women accounting for nearly 25 per
cent of the trainees. The Chief Minister
inspected the parade, paid floral
tributes at the martyrs' memorial on
the JAP-1 campus, and presented
awards to trainees who excelled in
various subjects during their training
and final examinations.

Addressing the gathering, Soren
congratulated the recruits for success-
fully completing nearly 30 weeks of
rigorous training and highlighted
the growing participation of women
in the police force.

"The increasing involvement of
women in the state police is a matter

of pride. We want equal participation
of men and women in every sector,
and this batch reflects that vision," he
said. The newly inducted personnel
showcased their skills through an
impressive march-past and synchro-
nized drill despite heavy rain. They

also took an oath pledging discipline,
service to the nation and the state,
commitment to the Constitution,
the dignity of the police force, and
dedication to duty.

Emphasising the responsibilities
that come with the uniform, the

Chief Minister said police personnel
are no longer serving only themselves
but are entrusted with safeguarding
the lives and rights of ordinary citi-
zens.

He urged the recruits to apply the
knowledge and skills acquired during
training in maintaining law and order
and effectively responding to chal-
lenges faced by the state. "The
outcome of your training should be
visible in strengthening law and
order and addressing emerging chal-
lenges with commitment and profes-
sionalism," he said.

Soren also reiterated the state
government's commitment to
strengthening the police department
through improved welfare measures.
He announced plans to establish
modern residential schools for police
families and develop dedicated
healthcare facilities for police person-
nel. 

Director General and Inspector
General of Police Tadasha Mishra,
Additional Director General of Police
Priya Dubey and other senior police
officials were present on the occasion.

EXPRESSES HAPPINESS OVER MORE WOMEN JOINING THE POLICE FORCE

Chief Minister Hemant Soren attends the "Passing-out Parade Ceremony-2026" for
basic trainees, at the JAP-1 Ground in Ranchi on Thursday. where he reviewed the
parade and addressed the newly inducted police personnel. Pix by Vinay Murmu 

Marathon held in Ranchi to raise
awareness against drug abuse
PNS : RANCHI

A marathon was organized in
Ranchi on Thursday to spread
awareness against drug
abuse and promote a drug-
free Jharkhand. The event
was flagged off from Bapu
Vatika at Morabadi Ground by
Tourism, Art, Culture, Sports
and Youth Affairs Minister
Sudivya Kumar.

Addressing participants,
Kumar said every step taken
by the youth in the marathon
symbolized a commitment to
protect Jharkhand from the
menace of substance abuse.
He said making Jharkhand
free from drug abuse is a key
resolve of Chief Minister
Hemant Soren, and the
enthusiastic participation of
young people reflected their
determination to support
that mission.

The marathon was held
from Bapu Vatika at Morabadi
Ground to Albert Ekka Chowk
and witnessed participation
from students of various
schools, colleges, universi-
ties and coaching institutes,
along with sportspersons,
government officials, employ-
ees and prominent citizens
from Ranchi and other dis-
tricts.

During the programme,
the minister administered

an anti-drug pledge to the
participants, urging them to
stay away from intoxicants
and work towards building a
healthier society. He later
felicitated the winners at
Albert Ekka Chowk.

Speaking on the occasion,
Kumar said the youth of
Jharkhand have not only
pledged to help make the
state drug-free but have also
committed themselves to
contributing towards a
stronger and more prosper-
ous Jharkhand. He said the
overwhelming response to
the marathon sent a positive
message that a healthy,
empowered and aware
young generation is essential
for the state's progress.

As part of the event, offi-
cials and departments

involved in anti-drug aware-
ness initiatives were hon-
oured for their outstanding
work and efforts in promot-
ing awareness against sub-
stance abuse.

The winners of the cycling
competition organized along-
side the awareness campaign
were Sharad Ahir, Subhas
Oraon and Gulshan
Dungdung in the men's cate-
gory, while Pooja Singh, Nisha
Kumari and Manju Kumari
secured the top three posi-
tions in the women's catego-
ry.

An exhibition put up by the
Directorate of Information
and Public Relations also
emerged as a major attrac-
tion at the venue, drawing
considerable interest from
participants and visitors alike.

Winners hold trophies after a marathon held

against drug abuse in Ranchi on Thursday. PNS

PNS : RANCHI

Chief Minister Hemant Soren on Thursday
reviewed preparations for the upcoming
Durand Cup football tournament during a
meeting with senior Army officials at his res-
idential office on Kanke Road.

Major General Sajjan Singh Mann and
Colonel Hemchandra called on the Chief
Minister and briefed him on the arrangements
being made for the prestigious tournament,
which Ranchi is set to host this year. The tour-
nament is expected to begin on July 26.

During the meeting, the Army officials
apprised the Chief Minister of the prepara-
tions underway, logistical arrangements and
coordination being carried out with various
departments to ensure the successful conduct
of the event. State Tourism, Art, Culture, Sports
and Youth Affairs Minister Sudivya Kumar was
also present.

Soren described the Durand Cup as one of
the country's most historic and prestigious
football tournaments and said it was a
matter of pride for Jharkhand to host the com-
petition. "The state's identity in the field of
sports is continuously strengthening at the
national and international levels. Hosting
major events like the Durand Cup will inspire
local players and provide them with better
opportunities," he said.

The Chief Minister directed officials to
ensure that all preparations related to the
tournament are completed within the stip-
ulated timeframe. He also stressed that ade-

quate arrangements should be made so
that participating players, team manage-
ments and football enthusiasts do not face
any inconvenience during the event.

Reiterating the state's commitment to
sports development, Soren said the Jharkhand
government remains fully dedicated to pro-
moting sports and supporting the organiza-
tion of national and international sporting
events in the state.

The Durand Cup, one of Asia's oldest foot-
ball tournaments, is expected to draw leading
football clubs and teams from across the
country, bringing significant sporting atten-
tion to Ranchi and Jharkhand.

PNS : RANCHI

The State government has
finalised preparations for the
National Pulse Polio
Immunization Campaign,
which will be conducted
across the state from June 28
to 30, 2026. More than 6.12
million children below the
age of five are expected to
receive oral polio vaccine
drops during the three-day
drive.

A State-Level Task Force
meeting,  chaired by
Additional Chief Secretary of
the Health, Medical Education
and Family Welfare
Department Ajay Kumar
Singh, was held on Thursday
to review preparations, inter-
departmental coordination
and strategies for achieving
full coverage under the cam-
paign.

According to officials, a
target has been set to admin-
ister polio drops to approxi-
mately 61.26 lakh children
across Jharkhand. On the first
day of the campaign, June 28,
children will be vaccinated at
24,507 Pulse Polio booths
established throughout the
state. On June 29 and 30,
health workers will conduct
door-to-door visits to reach
children who may have
missed vaccination at the
booths.

Addressing the meeting,

Singh directed all concerned
departments to work in close
coordination and transform
the campaign into a mass
public movement. He empha-
sized the active involvement
of departments such as ICDS,
Panchayati  Raj,  Rural
Development,  School
Education, and Information
and Public Relations to
ensure maximum outreach
and participation.

He said Anganwadi
workers, Sahiyas, Panchayat
representatives, self-help
groups and grassroots-level
organizations should play a
proactive role in spreading
awareness about the impor-
tance of polio immunization.
Media organizations were
also urged to help dissemi-

nate information to every
village, hamlet and urban
settlement across the state.

The Additional Chief
Secretary instructed all
Deputy Commissioners to
hold daily review and debrief-
ing meetings during the cam-
paign to assess progress and
identify gaps. Immediate cor-
rective measures should be
taken wherever cases of
missed children, low cover-
age, team absenteeism or
vaccine resistance are report-
ed. 

Although India has
remained free from wild
poliovirus since 2011, officials
stressed that continued vig-
ilance is essential as the virus
is still present in some 
countries. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE

RANCHI : An important
meeting of the Bharatiya
Janata Party's (BJP) Jharkhand
state media in-charges,
spokespersons, and social
media in-charges was held
today at the state office under
the chairmanship of State
President Aditya Sahu.

Addressing the meeting,
State President Aditya Sahu
stated that the party has pro-
vided a significant opportuni-
ty for all office-bearers to
work in the interest of the
organization by entrusting
them with specific responsi-
bilities. He urged all workers
and office-bearers to live up
to the party's trust and to dis-
charge their duties with
utmost sincerity and respon-
sibility.

He remarked that in the
BJP, a position is not merely
a matter of status but of
responsibility. The organiza-
tion keeps a close watch on
the hard work and dedication
of every worker. The BJP is a
party where even a booth
president can rise to the posi-
tion of State President or
National President based on
their competence and dedi-
cation; thus,  there are
immense possibilities for
growth for all workers.

Sahu noted that the media,
spokesperson, and social
media departments serve as
powerful mediums for con-
veying the party's ideology
and policies to society. He
urged all in-charges and
spokespersons to establish
better coordination and com-
munication with media rep-
resentatives and emphasized

the need for regular atten-
dance in the media depart-
ment.

Addressing the gathering,
Organization General
Secretary Karmveer Singh
stated that media, spokesper-
son, and social media in-
charges must play an active
role on social media plat-
forms. He advised all office-
bearers to stay constantly
informed about news pub-
lished and broadcast in elec-
tronic and print media and to
keep themselves updated.
He called upon them to work
in a goal-oriented and
planned manner, keeping
the 2029 Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections in mind.

The meeting was conduct-
ed by State Media In-charge
Yogendra Pratap Singh, while
the vote of thanks was pro-
posed by State Chief
Spokesperson Pratul
Shahdeo.

State General Secretaries
Ganesh Mishra, Amar Kumar
Bauri, and Manoj Singh also
expressed their views during
the meeting. Key office
bearers present at the
meeting included spokesper-
sons Ajay Shah, Ramakant
Mahto, Abhay Singh, Amit
Mandal, Avinesh Kumar,
Sandeep Verma, Ravinath
Kishore, Rafia Naz, Ashok
Baraik, Mrityunjay Sharma,
Prakash Singh, and Shobha
Yadav; media co-in-charges
Ajay Rai, Satish Sinha, Tariq
Imran, Neeraj Singh, and
Suraj Nath Shahdev; social
media in-charge Rahul
Awasthi; social media co-in-
charge Rajnish Pandey; as
well as Rahul Shahdev and
Priya Karmali.

PNS : RANCHI

The Jharkhand Pradesh
Congress Committee has
s t r o n g l y  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e
Bharatiya Janata Party's
(BJP) observance of the so-
called "Constitution Murder
Day," describing it as an
act of political hypocrisy
and an attempt to distort
historical facts for political
gain.

Addressing the issue,
Jharkhand Congress media
in-charge Rakesh Sinha said
the BJP and its ideological
affiliates, which remained
detached from several key
phases of India's freedom
struggle and constitutional
development,  are  now

attempting to mislead the
public by projecting them-
selves as defenders of the
Constitution.

Sinha said the Congress
acknowledges that the
Emergency remains a sig-
nificant chapter in India's
democratic history and one
f r o m  w h i c h  i m p o r t a n t
lessons must be learned to
strengthen democratic
institutions. However, he
alleged that the BJP's objec-
tive is not to learn from
history but to divert public
attention from contempo-
rary governance failures.

He further claimed that
democratic institutions in
the country are increasing-
ly facing challenges to their

autonomy. According to
him, central investigative
agencies are being misused
against opposition leaders,
the voice of the opposition
is being suppressed in
Parliament, and the dignity
of constitutional offices is
being undermined.

"The Constitution is not
weakened by a single his-
torical event alone. It is
t h r e a t e n e d  w h e n e v e r
democratic values, freedom
of expression, federal prin-
ciples and the spirit of social
justice come under sus-
tained attack," Sinha said.
He alleged that the record
of the BJP-led government in
recent years points toward
such a trend.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE

JAMSHEDPUR : Air connectiv-
ity between Jamshedpur and
Kolkata suffered a major
setback on Thursday as
IndiaOneAir announced the
immediate suspension of its
J a m s h e d p u r - K o l k a t a -
Jamshedpur flight services.
The airline cited the non-
extension of Viability Gap
Funding (VGF) by the West
Bengal government and
rising international crude oil
prices as the primary reasons
behind the decision.

The route was being oper-
ated under the Central
Government's Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS)-
UDAN, which aims to make
air travel affordable and
improve connectivity to

smaller cities. However,
airline officials indicated that
the financial viability of the
service had become increas-
ingly difficult after the expiry
of the scheme's support
period.

Sources said the RCS-UDAN
scheme provides incentives
and viability support for
selected routes for a fixed
period of three years.
Following the completion of
this period, the airline was
required to operate the route
without the earlier financial
assistance. The absence of an
extension of VGF support,
particularly from the West
Bengal government, signifi-
cantly impacted the route's
sustainability.

The airline also pointed to
the steady rise in crude oil

prices in the international
market, which has led to
higher aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) costs. Fuel expenses
account for a major share of

airline operating costs, and
the increase has placed addi-
tional financial pressure on
regional carriers operating
low-volume routes.

The suspension is expect-
ed to affect business trav-
ellers, students, patients and
tourists who frequently relied
on the direct air link between
Jamshedpur and Kolkata. The
service had played an impor-
tant role in strengthening
connectivity between the
industrial city of Jamshedpur
and eastern India's major
commercial and transport
hub. Passengers who had
planned travel on the route
expressed disappointment
over the sudden discontinu-
ation,  while industry
observers noted that the
development highlights the
challenges faced by regional
airlines in sustaining opera-
tions after the end of govern-
ment support under the
UDAN scheme.

The announcement has
also renewed discussions
among stakeholders about
the need for continued policy
support and financial incen-
tives to maintain air connec-
tivity on economically
weaker regional routes. As of
now, no timeline has been
announced for the possible
resumption of the service.

It may be recalled that the
daily f l ight connecting
Jamshedpur with Kolkata and
Bhubaneswar was launched
in February 2023 by Union
Civil  Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia in the
presence of Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren. The
launch was widely seen as a
major boost to Jharkhand's
aviation map and
Jamshedpur's connectivity.

PNS: RANCHI

A forensic report from the
Central Forensic Science
Laboratory (CFSL), Kolkata,
has provided a significant
breakthrough in the case of
18-year-old Pushpa Kumari,
who went missing from
Bokaro district nearly 11
months ago.

During a hearing on
Thursday, the Jharkhand High
Court was informed that DNA
extracted from a tooth of
the skeletal remains recov-
ered during the investiga-
tion matched Pushpa's DNA
profile. However, forensic
experts have not yet fully

matched the DNA of the
entire skeleton with that of
her parents.

Pushpa, a resident of the
Pindrajora police station area,
went missing on July 31, 2025.
After prolonged efforts to
trace her failed, her mother,
Rekha Devi, moved the High
Court through a habeas
corpus petition seeking her
daughter's recovery.

Police arrested Dinesh
Kumar Mahto during the
investigation. According to
investigators, he confessed to
killing Pushpa, leading police
to a site where a human
skeleton was recovered.
However, Pushpa's family has

consistently disputed the
claim that the remains
belong to her.

Following the High Court's
direction, DNA samples from
the skeleton and Pushpa's
family members were sent to
CFSL for examination.
Members of the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) were
present in court when the
findings were presented.

The High Court sought
details of  proceedings
pending before the lower
court and asked the state gov-
ernment to report on action
taken against police person-
nel accused of negligence in
the investigation.

CM reviews preparations for
Durand Cup 2026 in Ranchi

Major General Sajjan Singh Mann meets Chief
Minister Hemant Soren at his official residence
in Ranchi on Thursday. PNS

State to launch Pulse Polio drive
from June 28 for over 61 lakh kids

BJP awards dedicated party

cadres, says Aditya Sahu

State BJP president Aditya Sahu along with others
during a meeting at the party office in Ranchi on
Thursday. Pix by Vinay Murmu 

INDIA ONE AIR SUSPENDS JAMSHEDPUR-KOLKATA FLIGHTS

Congress slams BJP's 'Constitution
Murder Day' observance

Additional Chief Secretary Health Ajoy Kumar Singh holds a
meeting with officials in Ranchi on Thursday. PNS

CFSL report links recovered
skeleton to missing Bokaro teen

Ranchi police conduct flag march on the

eve of Muhharam at MG Marg in Ranchi
on Thursday. Pix by Vinay Murmu 
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A war of words broke out
between the BJP  and
Congress on Wednesday
after the National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) included a
section on Emergency in its
class 9 social science text-
book. Earlier, the topic was
part of class 12 school cur-
riculum. The textbook refers
to the period as “one of the
major challenges to democ-
racy in India.”

“One of the major chal-
lenges to democracy in India
was recorded when an
Emergency was imposed in
1975-77. In the early 1970s,
public dissatisfaction with
the government led by
Indira Gandhi was growing.
Rising unemployment, infla-
tion, and allegations of mis-
governance led to wide-
spread protests,” said the

paragraph in the newly
developed Social Science
textbook “Understanding
Society: India and Beyond”.

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan hailed
the move saying future gen-
erations should know about
the “dark deeds” of the

Congress with the latter
accusing the NCERT of  
engaging in  “divis ive  
politics” and undermining
Constitutional values.

Former law minister and
BJP leader Ravi Shankar
Prasad alleged that the
Congress is afraid of the

truth because any discus-
sion on the Emergency will
raise uncomfortable ques-
tions about the arrest of
Jayaprakash Narayan, the
forced sterilisation cam-
paign and other actions
taken during the period.

“Young people will ask

why Jayaprakash Narayan
was arrested. Why was
forced sterilisation carried
out? The Congress does not
have any reply,” Prasad told
reporters during a Press
conference at the BJP head-
quarters.

Congress  MP KC
Venugopal criticised the
NCERT for  including a
section on the Emergency in
the Class IX textbook. “They
(BJP) are interested only in
this type of divisive poli-
tics. They are trying to divert
the history of India and are
trying to change the curricu-
lum… This is not at all
acceptable. This is an attack
on constitutional values,
and we are fighting against
that,” Venugopal said.

The Emergency was
imposed 51 years ago on
June 25, 1975, following a
period of political unrest
and a court verdict that
declared Gandhi’s election

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Lucknow

Opposition parties in Uttar
Pradesh stepped up their
attack on the BJP
Government on Thursday
after an FIR was lodged in
connection with the alleged
embezzlement of donations
at the Ram temple in
Ayodhya, with Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav and Uttar Pradesh
Congress chief Ajay Rai ques-
tioning the timing and scope
of the police action.

Police in Ayodhya regis-
tered the FIR on Thursday
following a complaint from
a member of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, hours after the
Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP)
also backed demands for a
criminal case in the matter.
In a post on X, Yadav alleged

that the FIR was preceded by
efforts to shield influential
persons. “In BJP rule, this is
how injustice will be dis-
played: the tip of the tree will
be hanged while the branch-
es will be forgiven,” he said.

“The public is saying that
first, under the pretext of the
SIT, all evidence would have
been cleaned up and it
would have been decided
which big fish had to be
saved and who had to be
trapped. Only after that has
the FIR been registered,” he
added. “It appears the SIT

report was prepared in
advance and the investiga-
tion was conducted accord-
ingly, meaning the conclu-
sion had already been
reached beforehand,” the
former Uttar Pradesh chief
minister added. 

Speaking to PTI Videos in
Varanasi,  Rai  said the
Congress had raised the
issue across Uttar Pradesh
and demanded the regis-
tration of an FIR in connec-
tion with the alleged dona-
tion embezzlement.

“Our party raised its voice
in every district of the state
over the theft and embezzle-
ment of offerings at the
Ayodhya Ram temple and
demanded that an FIR be
registered. We had also sub-
mitted copies of a memoran-
dum addressed to the pres-
ident to officials in every dis-
trict,” he said. 

Row over NCERT move on Emergency

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

KHUSHI MEHROTRA n New Delhi

Two women in their 20s alleged-
ly died by suicide in separate inci-
dents in Delhi, with police register-
ing cases against their husbands
after family members accused
them of harassment and cruelty.

In the first case, a 24-year-old
woman was found dead inside her
rented room in Khyala on June 24
after police received a PCR call
regarding her death. Investigators
who reached the spot found the
woman hanging and seized a
chunni allegedly used as the liga-
ture material, along with other
exhibits from the scene.

Police said the crime team and
forensic experts inspected the
room and preserved evidence. As
the woman had been married for
around three years, the matter was
reported to the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM), Rajouri Garden,
for inquest proceedings.

During the inquiry, statements
recorded from the deceased’s
family members before the SDM
allegedly pointed to cruelty and
harassment by her in-laws. No
suicide note was recovered. A lig-
ature mark was found on her
neck, and the body was shifted to
the mortuary at Deen Dayal

Upadhyay Hospital after medico-
legal formalities. Based on the
allegations, police registered an FIR
under relevant provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and began
further investigation.

In a separate incident, a 26-
year-old woman from Nangloi
Extension was declared dead at
Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital
on June 23. Police said preliminary
inquiry revealed she died by suici-
dal hanging within seven years of
marriage, necessitating an inquest
by the concerned SDM.

The deceased’s mother told
authorities that her daughter had
allegedly been subjected to phys-
ical abuse by her husband, who fre-
quently assaulted her while under
the influence of alcohol.

Investigators also learned that the
husband is currently undergoing
treatment for a severe head injury
suffered in an accident a few
months ago.

During the investigation, the
woman’s family handed over two
videos purportedly recorded by her
shortly before her death. Police
said the videos appeared to show
her in severe psychological distress
and expressing fears for her safety
due to alleged continuous harass-
ment by her husband.

A post-mortem examination
was conducted on June 24, and
police subsequently registered a
case against the husband based on
the allegations and evidence col-
lected so far. Further investigation
is underway in both cases.

FROM PAGE - 1
Canada names
Khalistanis for...
Surveillance did not work well, intelligence was
not shared or acted on properly, and chances to
stop the plot were missed.

For many years, Indian authorities said the
bombing was carried out by Khalistani terrorists
based in Canada. Canadian governments and
memorials usually referred to them as “Sikh
extremists” or simply described the event as a
terrorist attack, without mentioning the Khalistan
movement in official statements.

The report also says that violent extremist
activities by CBKEs continue to threaten Canada’s
national security and Canadian interests abroad.
It clearly separates peaceful advocacy for
Khalistan, which is not considered extremism,
from the actions of “a small group of individu-
als who use Canada as a base to promote,
fundraise, or plan violence primarily in India.”

FIR filed in Ram Mandir
fund embezzlement case
In its preliminary report to Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) Sanjay Prasad, the SIT found
serious problems with how cash was handled,
how employees were hired and checked, how
CCTV was used, and how offerings were tracked
from the temple donation boxes to the Trust
office and banks.

The report said that a private agency hired by
SBI to count money used workers recommend-
ed by Trust associates, but there were insufficient
checks on who entered or left the work areas.
It also found problems in how gold, silver, and
other valuables from devotees were recorded
and tracked. The report noted that some
sevadars and employees saw their assets grow
quickly after the temple’s consecration in
January 2024.

It is alleged that embezzlement went on for
years, with staff staying quiet because influen-
tial people were involved. The SIT named 17
people as accused, including some senior Trust
officials. It recommended filing FIRs, reorganis-
ing the Trust, and appointing a senior adminis-
trator. The investigation now also covers land
deals and the purchase of construction materi-
als. The Trust’s decision to file the FIR follows the
SIT’s findings.

Sources say the complaint was based on the
preliminary report and internal findings. The SIT
has reportedly instructed key Trust functionar-
ies not to leave the city. The Trust had initially
maintained that internal audits were underway
and sought the independent SIT probe to estab-
lish facts and counter what it described as
attempts to tarnish the temple’s image. The
development has intensified political debate.

The Trust and the UP government have said
that the investigation began internally to ensure
accountability. However, opposition parties
want the full SIT report, all financial records, CCTV
footage, and bank statements to be made

public. Some are asking for a CBI or court-mon-
itored investigation. The SIT report and the FIR
highlight ongoing concerns about how major
religious institutions manage large public dona-
tions. Since the preliminary findings show both
systemic problems and individual responsibil-
ity, more action is expected in the coming weeks,
including possible arrests and a detailed final
report. The Ram Mandir, consecrated in January
2024, attracts millions of devotees.

The Trust says it is committed to transparen-
cy and to protecting offerings made in faith.

Commercial LPG 
curbs lifted
To safeguard household consumption, the
Government initially halted supplies of com-
mercial LPG to hotels, restaurants and indus-
trial users, diverting available volumes to
domestic consumers.

Supplies were subsequently restored in
phases to about 70 per cent of normal levels,
although several sectors continued to face
curbs of up to 50 per cent of their usual allo-
cations as authorities sought to conserve fuel
stocks amid concerns over import availabili-
ty. Refineries were ordered to produce more
LPG by diverting streams they would otherwise
use for petrochemical production.

Crude oil prices have fallen back to pre-war
levels, government crisis briefings have been
suspended, and fuel supply concerns have
receded as shipping and energy flows nor-
malise. The rollback of emergency restrictions
underscores New Delhi’s confidence that
domestic production and imports are sufficient
to meet demand, reducing the need for crisis-
era rationing measures that had affected
industrial and commercial fuel users.

The ministry has also directed Oil Marketing
Companies to continue maintaining compre-
hensive data on commercial and industrial LPG
consumers to facilitate efficient planning and
supply management.

The government has directed Oil Marketing
Companies to continue maintaining compre-
hensive data on commercial and industrial LPG
consumers to facilitate efficient planning and
supply management. A unified sectoral data-
base will also be maintained across the OMCs
to strengthen monitoring and operational
coordination.

At the same time, the Government remains
committed to expanding PNG connectivity.
Commercial and bulk consumers who have
already shifted to Piped Natural Gas (PNG) will
continue to remain on PNG. Other eligible LPG
consumers having access to the PNG network,
or those in the process of shifting to PNG, will
be progressively transitioned to PNG in coordi-
nation with City Gas Distribution (CGD) entities.

In this regard, the Secretary, Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas, has written to the
Chief Secretaries of all States and Union
Territories for ensuring smooth implementa-
tion of the revised supply arrangements.

Earthquake hits
Venezuela hard
Acting President Delcy Rodriguez, who gave the
latest death toll early Thursday, said authorities
were shifting rescue teams from other parts of
the country to La Guaira, which sits north of
Caracas on the coast. Officials were trying to
make the most of the daylight hours to speed
up efforts to rescue people believed to remain
trapped under the rubble, she said.

Footage on state TV showed three children,
covered in dust but alive, pulled from the
rubble in La Guaira state, which Rodriguez
described as a “disaster zone” and one of the
areas hardest hit by the quakes because of the
large number of collapsed buildings.

“Dozens of buildings have collapsed there ...
and we are currently carrying out intensive
rescue operations to save lives,” Rodriguez
said. Video shared online appeared to show
dozens of people, some lying on the ground and
others on hospital beds, being treated outside
a hospital in La Guaira.

While Venezuela sits near multiple fault lines,
its position straddling the South American and
Caribbean plates makes strong earthquakes
much less common than in other parts of Latin
America. Rodriguez appealed to businesses to
make heavy construction equipment available
for rescue operations, adding that search and
rescue teams certified by the United Nations
were on their way to Venezuela.

During the quakes, people ran from swaying
buildings in Caracas, many visibly shocked
when they turned back to see destroyed walls
that left furniture visible from the street.
Columns of dust rose in two typically busy neigh-
borhoods in the capital.

“It started off gently and then gradually grew,
and in the end, we all had to leave our houses,
go outside and gather together,” Caracas resi-
dent Hector Ricci said.

The U.S. Geological Survey said the first
earthquake, with a magnitude of 7.2, hit west
of Moron on the Caribbean coast, about 170 kilo-
meters (105 miles) west of Caracas. It had a
depth of 22 kilometers (about 14 miles). Just a
minute later, USGS reported a second 7.5 mag-
nitude earthquake, with a depth of 10 kilome-
ters (about 6 miles) and an epicenter 16 kilo-
meters (10 miles) southwest of Moron. Interior
Minister Diosdado Cabello urged people to
remain outside as aftershocks could further
damage structures, and many people stayed on
the streets for hours, some sitting on the ground
hugging pets as dust gathered around them. In
downtown Caracas, hundreds of people spent
the night huddled around parks, parking lots
and other open spaces. Authorities warned
against returning to homes with structural
damage.

“We were afraid the buildings would collapse
on us,” said Maria Cristina Diaz, a 41-year-old
janitor. “My mother, my daughter and I were
cold. We didn’t sleep a wink; but I didn’t want
to spend the night alone at home after that ter-

rible earthquake.” “It was awful. We cried, we
screamed. Thankfully, we’re alive,” she added.

Diaz and her family rushed to Plaza
Candelaria in downtown Caracas because it’s
one of the few open areas near her home. Parts
of the capital lost power and cellphone cover-
age, and the earthquakes damaged and closed
Simon Bolivar International Airport, the
country’s main airport, Rodriguez said. In
Caracas, subway services were suspended
and natural gas shut off, she said. Classes will
also be cancelled for several days, and the
Ministry of Education said some school build-
ings would be used as shelters and donation
centers.

On Thursday morning, scores of people in
Venezuela and abroad struggled to contact
family members. Families began posting
missing-person fliers with photos of loved ones,
while others shared handwritten lists of names
as they searched for those still unaccounted for.

Also on Thursday, the UN human rights
mission in Venezuela called on the government
to lift local restrictions on social media.

“In the coming hours and days, timely access
to reliable information and communication
channels will be essential for the protection of
the lives, safety, and well-being of the popula-
tion,” the mission said in a statement.

In August 2024, then President Nicolas
Maduro ordered X blocked in an attempt to sup-
press the exchange of information among
those who rejected his claim of victory in the
July presidential elections. (AP )

Dinesh Trivedi gets
Cabinet rank tag
The travel visas were halted nearly two years
ago amid an escalated security situation and
strained ties with New Delhi during the
Muhammad Yunus-led interim regime. “I am
very happy to be able to announce the launch
of general travel visas again. Visa applications
can be submitted starting June 28,” Trivedi said.

New Delhi’s decision to send a veteran politi-
cian to Dhaka came at a time when both sides
are looking at repairing the bilateral ties that
came under severe strain during the tenure of
Bangladesh’s interim government headed by
Yunus. The relations between the two neigh-
bours witnessed a major downturn after the
Yunus-led interim government came to power
in Dhaka following the collapse of the Sheikh
Hasina government in August 2024. Trivedi suc-
ceeded Pranay Kumar Verma, a 1994-batch
officer of the Indian Foreign Service (IFS). 

J&K Police allege attack
by Army inside station
“The matter pertains to an FIR registered by the
local police in Atholi, Kishtwar. The matter is
under examination through the appropriate
institutional mechanisms. The Indian Army will
extend full cooperation in the legal process.

Appropriate actions will be taken based on the
outcome of the joint investigation. At this stage,
it would be premature to comment further
while the investigations are in progress,” he
said.

According to the FIR, the Army personnel
allegedly tore Kotach’s uniform and also
assaulted Sub-Divisional Police Officer (SDPO)
Vijay Kumar Bhagat, who had also reached the
spot. Katoch further alleges Special Police
Officer Suresh Kumar was struck on the neck
with the butt of a service rifle, resulting in
serious injuries to him. He claimed several other
police personnel on duty also sustained injuries
during the unprovoked assault. 

The FIR also alleges that the Army personnel
assaulted the assistant regional transport
officer (ARTO) of Kishtwar and his personal secu-
rity officers inside the police station. The
attackers also caused extensive damage to gov-
ernment and public property, vandalising the
official vehicle of the ARTO, vehicles of the SDPO
and the SHO, and breaking down the main gate
of the police station, the FIR said.

What makes an Indian
citizen? Ministry of...
Section 10 of the Passports Act allows author-
ities to revoke or cancel a passport for reasons
such as wrongful possession, concealment of
important information, security issues, ongoing
criminal cases, or violations of rules. If your
passport is cancelled, you must return it right
away. Section 12 also requires you to return your
passport if you become a citizen of another
country, as India does not allow dual citizen-
ship for ordinary citizens. If you do not follow
these rules, you can be penalised. The govern-
ment can ask for your passport at any time, so
you do not have an absolute right to keep it.

No single document can fully prove citizen-
ship. Indian citizenship is a legal status you get
by birth, descent, registration, or naturalisation
under the Citizenship Act. For people born after
1987, it is often necessary to show that a parent
was an Indian citizen at the time of birth.

In cases such as voter list exclusions, depor-
tations, or rights claims, officials and courts
review all the evidence in accordance with the
law. Aadhaar, Voter ID, PAN, or a passport can
help prove identity or residency, but none is suf-
ficient on its own. The state or courts make the
final decision. Once is part of how things work
in India. As digital checks become more
common with Aadhaar links, voter roll updates,
and biometric e-passports, the government is
making it clear what each document is meant
for. 

A passport lets you travel and get visa-free
or e-visa entry in many countries, but it does
not determine citizenship in India. The key take-
away is simple: the law keeps citizenship sep-
arate from any single document. The MEA’s
statement is legally sound and useful because
it clarifies that citizenship is determined by law,
not by holding a passport.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kolkata

The toll in the Taratala warehouse
collapse in south Kolkata rose to
11 on Thursday as rescue teams,
aided by the Army's advanced
ground-penetrating radar (GPR)
system, continued intensive search
operations through the rubble
for over 24 hours after the incident,
officials said.

F ive  more people  were
rescued from the debris in the
morning,  taking the total
number of victims pulled out
from under the rubble to 30,
according to sources involved in
the operation.

According to official sources, 10
people died either at the site of
the incident or shortly there-
after, while another injured
person succumbed to injuries
during treatment on Thursday,
taking the toll to 11. The deceased
have been identified as Krishna
Chowdhury (30) of North 24
Parganas, Rohit Choudhari (40) of
Nadia, Rahul Choudhury (17) of
Purba Bardhaman, Chandrama
Choudhury (60) of Krishnanagar,
Pappu Rajak (40) of Shyamnagar,
Azgar Hossain (55) of Khidirpur in
Kolkata, Sahil Sardar (17) of
Basanti, Ghi Kumar (17) of Munger

in Bihar, Hasan Imam (44) of
Metiabruz, Nabin Singh of
Asansol and Ganesh Kalindi (45),
who died while undergoing treat-
ment at SSKM Hospital. Nineteen
injured are currently undergoing
treatment in the state-run hospi-
tal, officials said.

Meanwhile, heavy rain stalled
the rescue operations for nearly
an hour, even as personnel from
police, fire services, NDRF and the
Army remained deployed at the

site. The warehouse was being
built on a leasehold plot owned
by the Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Port in the city. Rescue efforts
continued through the night
under the supervision of senior
state Government and civic offi-
cials, including Health Secretary
Narayan Swarup Nigam, Kolkata
Police Commissioner Ajay Nanda
and Kolkata Municipal
Corporation (KMC) Commissioner
Smita Pandey. A senior state

Government official said all avail-
able resources had been
mobilised to trace those who
may still be trapped beneath
the debris. “The rescue operation
is being carried out on a war
footing. Advanced equipment,
including the Army's ground-
penetrating radar, cameras and
other specialised devices, is being
used to locate possible sur-
vivors,” the official said. The
Army's GPR system is being used
to detect signs of life beneath the
collapsed structure. The equip-
ment can detect movement and
pulse signals beneath layers of
debris, helping rescuers focus
their excavation efforts on specif-
ic locations.

Teams have also deployed
cameras beneath the rubble to
check for trapped persons, while
mobile phone tower data is being
used to trace the location of indi-
viduals whose phones remain
active under the debris.

Five persons have been arrest-
ed in connection with the inci-
dent, including warehouse owner
Shambhunath Behera, structural
engineer Kamal Samanta, Gulzar
Hussain, supervisor of Ayan
Traders, labour supplier Dibakar
Bhandari and Abdul Hamid.

Kolkata warehouse collapse toll rises to 11, five rescued

Owner of the under-construction warehouse being produced at a court in Kolkata PTI

Two women die by suicide in Delhi; husbands booked

UP opposition slams BJP over

Ayodhya Ram temple FIR
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Alleging that Rajasthan was witnessing deteriorating
governance, rising corruption and a decline in law and
order, former chief minister Ashok Gehlot on Thursday
said the Congress is prepared to extend moral support to
the BJP Government if it seeks the Opposition’s
cooperation to improve the situation. Interacting with
journalists here after concluding his 3-day visit to his
hometown, Gehlot claimed that corruption has spread
from villages to Jaipur city, and alleged that the spurt in
the incidents of murder, rape and dacoity reflects the
State’s deteriorating administrative condition. (PTI)

Nation Focus

GEHLOT CRITICISES BJP OVER
CORRUPTION, LAW AND ORDER

Work has begun on the construction of the fourth of the
six next-generation offshore patrol vessels (OPVs) for the
Indian Coast Guard, with a keel-laying ceremony held in
Mumbai on Thursday, officials said. This ship, with modern
machinery and state-of-the-art systems, is being
indigenously designed, developed and constructed by
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL), in line with the
Government’s vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
“This initiative marks a key milestone in ICG’s ongoing
efforts to enhance its operational capabilities and bolster
coastal security, thereby strengthening the nation’s
strategic autonomy,” the defence ministry said.
The keel-laying ceremony of the fourth of the six next-
generation OPVs, being built by MDL for the Coast
Guard, took place in Mumbai on June 25, it said in a
statement. The ceremony was attended by senior
officials of the ICG and MDL. (PTI)

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON 4TH
OF 6 NEXT-GEN PATROL VESSELS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Sportspersons will now be
allowed to carry javelins and
bulky sports equipment on
trains even if these items
exceed the prescribed dimen-
sions. However, pole-vault
poles have been excluded
from the relaxation.

In a recently issued circu-
lar, the railway ministry made
provisions for the carriage of
oversized and fragile sports
equipment of non-standard
dimensions in trains.

The relaxation followed
reports highlighting the dif-
ficulties faced by sportsper-
sons in carrying equipment

of non-standard dimensions
while travelling by train.

The circular states that
javelins and other bulky
sports equipment may be
booked and carried in the
available luggage space of

trains on a priority basis,
subject to payment of the
applicable freight charges.

“It shall also be ensured
that the above sports equip-
ment shall be transported in
available luggage space of

SLRs/SLRDs/LWLRRMs of the
same train in which the
sports persons are travel-
ling,” the circular said.

SLRs (second luggage-
cum-guard vans) are non-
air-conditioned coaches
that include a guard’s com-
partment, a luggage/parcel
area, and limited unre-
served seating. SLRDs are
upgraded versions of SLRs
equipped with wheelchair-
accessible compartments
and adapted toilets for pas-
sengers with disabilities.

Some trains are equipped
with LWLRRM coaches, which
house diesel generator sets
that supply power to the
entire air-conditioned train. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Varanasi

Air India on Thursday operat-
ed the first flight from
Varanasi under the Hub and
Spoke model, which seeks to
provide seamless connectiv-
ity between smaller cities
and overseas destinations,
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi saying the initiative will
bring India’s regions closer to
global opportunities.

After inaugurating the first
flight, Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Naidu said such
services will commence from
six more cities in six weeks.

The model that seeks to
make India a global aviation
hub will enable seamless
connectivity between Tier-II
and Tier-III airports with inter-
national destinations.

Passengers arriving from
smaller cities will be routed
through major hub airports
such as Delhi for onward
international connections.

The inaugural ‘Easy
Connect’ flight AI1111 depart-
ed from Varanasi at 9.30 am
and landed at Delhi at around
10.50 am, and further passen-
gers would be connected to
nine international destina-
tions,  including Dubai,
Colombo, Jeddah and Phuket.

In a message on Thursday,
Modi said the Hub and Spoke
international flights model
would reduce travel time for
passengers, as well as bring
regions of India closer to
global opportunities.

Modi said better interna-
tional connectivity creates
new opportunities for 
trade, tourism, investment,
education and business.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE  
n New Delhi

Asserting that a self-reliant
country is better equipped to
maintain its economic stabil-
ity, President Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday said
that Operation Sindoor high-
lighted how indigenous
defence capabilities are inte-
gral to enhancing opera-
tional readiness and strate-
gic effectiveness of a nation.

Addressing a group of
officer trainees of Military
Engineer Services (MES), who
had called on the president
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
here, she said in today’s
world, marked by conflicts
and geopolitical tensions,
self-reliance has become a
strategic necessity for
nations. A self-reliant country
is better equipped to main-
tain its economic stability
and undertake developmen-
tal priorities during times of
crisis, Murmu said.

“This was evident during
Operation Sindoor, which
highlighted how indigenous
defence capabilities,
advanced technology, and a
robust domestic industrial
base are integral to enhanc-
ing operational readiness
and strategic effectiveness of
a nation,” the president said,
addressing the officer
trainees of 2023 and 2024
batches. Operation Sindoor

was carried out by the
country’s defence forces, tar-
geting terrorist and military
facilities in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
from May 7-10, 2025.

This operation was carried
out in retaliation for the
April 22, 2025, terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Pahalgam in which 26
people, mostly tourists, were
killed in cold blood by three
Pakistani terrorists.

Murmu said that the world
today is facing climate change
and various environmental
challenges. “In this scenario,
sustainable development is
no longer an option, but a
necessity,” she said.

The president asked them
to adopt green technolo-
gies, conserve energy and
water, increase green cover,
minimise waste, and inte-

grate sustainability into
every aspect of their work.

“Infrastructure that is
resilient, efficient, and envi-
ronmentally responsible will
not only serve the needs of
today but also safeguard the
interests of future genera-
tions,” Murmu said.

She said that the MES
forms the backbone of
defence infrastructure in our
country and by developing
and maintaining strategic
installations, it plays a vital
role in strengthening the
operational capabilities of
our armed forces.

Murmu said that in recent
years, the country has seen
the increasing participation
of women in every field,
including in the armed forces
and defence establishments.

“Across the Army, Navy,
Air Force, and supporting

organisations, women are
breaking barr iers  and
excelling in roles that were
once considered beyond
their reach. Their profes-
s i o n a l i s m ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,
courage, and commitment
have enriched our institu-
tions and strengthened our
national defence,” the pres-
ident said, and hoped to
“see women officers of MES
in the upcoming batches”.
A diverse and inclusive
workforce not only reflects
t h e  v a l u e s  o f  o u r
C o n s t i t u t i o n  b u t  a l s o
enhances organisational
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  
innovation, she said.

Addressing the officers,
Murmu said their efforts
should contribute not only to
a strong and secure India but
also to a clean, green, and
sustainable India.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Global giant Amazon will
invest an additional $13
billion in India, taking its
planned capital commitment
in the country to $48 billion
between 2026 and 2030, Chief
Executive Officer Andy Jassy
said on Thursday after
meeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

“A great meeting with Andy
Jassy. I welcome Amazon’s
record $48 billion investment
in India. This will create new
opportunities for our youth,”
Prime Minister Modi said in a
social media post. This also
reflects the growing interest
across the world to invest in
India, he said.

Announcing investment
plans, Jassy also said the
fresh investment underscores
Amazon’s long-term commit-
ment to India, which Jassy
described as one of the
company’s most important
growth markets globally. He
said Amazon’s India busi-
ness is seeing strong momen-
tum, driven by robust cus-
tomer demand across e-com-
merce and Amazon Web
Services (AWS), its cloud-com-
puting division.

The announcement comes
as global technology firms
step up investments in India,
attracted by the country’s
expanding digital economy,
growing consumer base and
rising demand for cloud and
AI services. Amazon has
invested heavily in India over
the past decade, building out
logistics networks, technolo-
gy infrastructure and digital
services as it seeks to deepen
its presence in one of the
world’s fastest-growing
major economies.

Jassy affirmed Amazon’s
long-term commitment to
the country, and said the
company’s India business is
on a strong growth trajecto-
ry with robust customer
demand, especially in e-com-
merce and Amazon Web
Services, its cloud computing

unit. He also highlighted the
growing importance of India,
a market where Amazon
operates several businesses,
including e-commerce, AI,
cloud, and entertainment.

Sharing a photo from his
meeting with the Prime
Minister, Jassy, in a post on
social media,said he really
enjoyed the discussion about
what’s ahead for Amazon in
India. “We’ve been serving
customers, sellers, developers,
startups, and enterprises in
India for more than a decade
and just getting
started...Excited about what’s
ahead. Still early days for what
we can build,” Jassy said.

The Amazon top boss dis-
cussed the company’s plans
to invest $48 billion over the
coming five years, including
more than $21 billion in AI and
cloud infrastructure.

By 2030, Amazon plans to
support 3.8 million jobs,
enable $80 billion in e-com-
merce exports, and bring the
benefits of AI to 15 million
small businesses and four
million Government school
students, Amazon’s top exec-
utive said. The company, in a
statement, said that during
his meeting with the PM,
Jassy reiterated Amazon’s
long-term commitment to
India and announced plans to
invest an additional $13
billion to expand AI and cloud
infrastructure in the country
by 2030.

The latest investment
pledge positions Amazon as
one of the largest global AI
and cloud infrastructure
investors in India, the US-
headquartered e-commerce
giant added. “The invest-
ment will expand AWS data
centre capacity in Mumbai
and Hyderabad, giving star-
tups, enterprises and govern-
ment organisations access to
custom AI chips, managed AI
services, secure and reliable
cloud technologies and
developer tools to innovate
faster, scale rapidly, and
serve customers globally,”
according to Amazon. With

this, Amazon’s cumulative
investments in India exceed
$88 billion between 2010
and 2030. Just six months
back,  Amazon had
announced $35 billion in
new India investments.

“The latest investment
makes Amazon one of the
largest global AI and cloud
infrastructure investors in
India, in addition to being the
largest foreign investor in
India, the largest enabler of
ecommerce exports and one
of the biggest job creators in
the country,” Amazon said.

The company plans to
launch more than 20 new ful-
filment centres and over 100
new last-mile delivery sta-
tions this year, bringing faster
and reliable deliveries to cus-
tomers nationwide, especial-
ly in tier 3 and 4 cities, the
statement said. Amazon has
also announced ‘Sammaan’,
a programme focused on the
welfare of tens of thousands
of delivery associates power-
ing its e-commerce and quick
commerce network.

Since its launch in India,
Amazon has digitised 12
million small businesses,
enabled over $20 billion in
cumulative e-commerce
exports, and supported 2.8
million jobs. Amazon has
also trained over 10 million
Indians on cloud skills.

“Through 2030, the
company plans to invest a
total of $48 billion to expand
and support its businesses in

India. In line with the govern-
ment priorities, Amazon will
continue its strong focus on
AI-led digitisation, export
growth, and job creation,”
according to the statement.

The Amazon top honcho
said the company has seen
strong growth in India, espe-
cially across e-commerce, AI,
and cloud businesses.

“As we grow Amazon in
India, our business priorities
continue to align with India’s
priorities of democratising
access to AI, digitising small
businesses, creating jobs, and
enabling exports. We are
investing over $48 billion in
the coming five years to meet
the strong demand across
our business in India and to
help the country achieve
these priorities,” Jassy said.

“We are inspired by Prime
Minister Modi’s vision of a
Viksit and Atmanirbhar
B h a r a t ,  a n d  w e  a r e  
committed to being a long-
term partner in India’s
growth story.”

On the expanded invest-
ment pool, the company said
the fresh investment commit-
ment will help expand and
support AI and cloud infra-
structure across the two
regions in Mumbai and
Hyderabad. “Both AWS
regions enable customers to
securely store their data
within India and give them
access to the world’s most
advanced AI and cloud tech-
nology, including high-perfor-

mance Trainium chips and
AWS’s leading inference
engine Amazon Bedrock,”
Amazon said. The e-com-
merce giant underlined that
hundreds of thousands of
Indian enterprises, startups,
and government agencies
are already using AWS to
build, train, and deploy AI
workloads at production
scale, including National
Health Authority,
Government e-Marketplace,
Apollo Tyres, Delhivery,
Physics Wallah, Axis Bank,
and HDFC Bank.

“From day one, AWS has
built its infrastructure so cus-
tomers have full control over
where their data resides,
who can access it, and how
it’s secured,” the company
pointed out.

Amazon.in has over 100
million customers and more

than 1.7 million sellers, it
said,  adding that the
company is seeing 85 per
cent of new customers and
over 65 per cent of orders
from tier 2 and 3 cities.

In Bengaluru on
Wednesday,  Jassy had
announced the company’s
plans to expand its ultra-fast
delivery service, Amazon
Now, to more than 300
Indian cities and to build
what Amazon describes as
the country’s largest “delivery
in minutes” network.

Amazon Now’s aggressive
expansion comes at a time
when India’s quick com-
merce market has emerged
as one of the fastest-growing
segments of the country’s
digital economy, driven by
rising demand for ultra-fast
deliveries and changing 
consumer preferences. 

AI operates 
first flight 
from Varanasi
under hub and
spoke model

Operation Sindoor showcased indigenous
defence strength, says President Murmu

Railway allows javelins, bulky equipment except pole-vaults

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Thursday said that June 25,
1975, was the ‘darkest day’
in the history of Indian
democracy when the then
C o n g r e s s  G o v e r n m e n t
attacked the very spirit of
the Constitution, democra-
tic institutions, and civil 
liberties to retain power.

Pradhan was addressing
a gathering at an event to
mark the 51st anniversary
of the Emergency.

He emphasised that
India is not just a geo-
graphical entity but a civil-
isation with thousands of
years of cultural heritage
and democratic traditions.
He noted that  India ’s
democratic ethos is deeply
rooted in its civilisational
values, which is why it is
often referred to as the
“Mother of Democracy.”

According to Pradhan,
t h e  f r a m e r s  o f  t h e
Constitution, following
India’s Independence, envi-
sioned a nation where the
people would hold the
supreme power, and gov-
ernance would operate
within the framework of
the Constitution.

However, by declaring
the Emergency on June 25,
1975, the then Congress

government sought to sup-
press these democratic
ideals, he said. Pradhan
s a i d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e
Emergency, freedom of
expression was restricted,
the press faced censorship,
opposition leaders were
imprisoned, and countless
activists endured severe
hardship and persecution.

Highlighting that the fun-
damental rights of citizens
were suspended, and an
atmosphere of fear was
created throughout the
country, Pradhan accused
t h e  t h e n  C o n g r e s s
Government of misusing
the State machinery to
stifle political Opposition.

He stressed that democ-
racy is not just about
h o l d i n g  e l e c t i o n s ;  i t
involves protecting indi-
vidual liberty, freedom of

thought, and upholding
constitutional values.

A s  t h e  w o r l d  l o o k s
toward India with hope
and confidence, Pradhan
emphasised the impor-
tance of ensuring that the
younger generation under-
stands this dark chapter in
the nation’s history.

Senior BJP leader and
former MP Satya Pal Jain
shared his personal experi-
ences from the Emergency
period, accusing the then
Congress Government of
misusing the entire admin-
istrative apparatus to quell
political dissent.

He added that the suffer-
ing of those imprisoned
extended beyond them-
selves, significantly impact-
ing their families, who
faced severe economic and
social struggles.

During Emergency, Congress strangled
democracy to save power, says Pradhan

COMMITMENTS ANNOUNCED BY
GLOBAL CEOS, COMPANIES

Feb 18, 2026 — Google: $15 billion
Google announced a five-year $15 billion AI infrastructure

plan, including subsea connectivity, data centres, cloud

capacity and AI skilling in India

Mar 9, 2026 — ABB: $75 million
ABB announced a $75 million investment in India to 

expand manufacturing and R&D capabilities across 

critical industrial segments

Jun 5, 2026 — AirTrunk: $30 billion
Australia’s AirTrunk announced plans to invest $30 billion 

in India to build 5 GW of data centre capacity by 2030

Jun 17, 2026 — CPP Investments: `7,000 cr
Canada Pension Plan Investment Board committed up to

`7,000 crore with CtrlS Datacenters to expand India’s digital

infrastructure and hyperscale data centre capacity

Jun 18, 2026 — Saint-Gobain: �1 billion
Saint-Gobain announced another �1 billion investment in

India over the next five years, calling India one of its fastest-

growing markets

Jun 25, 2026 — Amazon: $48 billion
Amazon CEO Andy Jassy met PM Narendra Modi and

announced plans to take Amazon’s India investment

commitment to $48 billion by 2030, including fresh AI 

and cloud infrastructure expansion

Amazon commits fresh $13 billion to India

PM Narendra Modi during a meeting with Amazon CEO Andy Jassy PTI

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, during the Samvidhan
Hatya Diwas, marking the 51st anniversary of the Emergency's imposition
in Chandigarh PTI

President Droupadi Murmu greets the officer trainees of Military Engineer Services during a meeting at Rashtrapati
Bhavan in New Delhi on Thursday PTI



PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Chandigarh

The Congress on Thursday
announced a 40-day nationwide
“Chhatron Ki Goonj” campaign, to
press for reforms in the examination
system and highlight issues of
paper leaks, examination irregular-
ities and unemployment.

Addressing a press conference,
Congress Working Committee
member Rajeev Shukla, Punjab
Congress president Amarinder
Singh Raja Warring and Chandigarh
Congress president HS Lucky said
the campaign would begin on June
30 and continue till August 9.

The leaders informed that the
campaign would be carried out

across coaching centres, universi-
ties, hostels, libraries and other
public places to engage with stu-
dents and raise awareness about
examination-related issues.

They alleged that repeated paper
leaks and controversies surround-
ing competitive examinations and
recruitment tests had shaken public
confidence and affected millions of
students and job aspirants across
the country.

The Congress leaders noted that
the campaign would focus on the
alleged irregularities in national-
level examinations, particularly
the NEET-UG 2026 controversy,
which they claimed exposed
serious shortcomings in the exam-
ination system.

They also claimed that paper
leaks had become an organised
racket involving different stages of
the examination process, including
question paper preparation, print-

ing,  transportation and 
examination centres. The party
demanded the resignation of
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and called
for an independent investigation
into the alleged paper leak net-
works and their links with officials,
contractors and other entities.

They accused the Centre of failing
to prevent repeated examination
scandals and said the issue affect-
ed not only students but also unem-
ployed youth waiting for recruit-
ment processes to be completed.

According to the Congress, grass-
roots activities under the cam-
paign will include pamphlet distri-
bution, corner meetings and direct
outreach to students.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The BJP on Thursday
attacked the Congress on
the 51st anniversary of the
Emergency, with party pres-
ident Nitin Nabin saying it
was a dark chapter in the
history of Indian democra-
cy and the Congress has not
yet offered an “uncondi-
tional apology” to the
nation for it.

In a series of social media
posts in Hindi, Nabin said
the Emergency was a dark
chapter in the history of
Indian democracy, during
which an attempt was
made to “crush the soul of
the Constitution”.

“On June 12, 1975, the
Allahabad High Court had
declared the election of the
then prime minister, Indira
Gandhi, illegal. After this,
priority was given not to
national interest but to the
interest of power,” the BJP
chief said.

“To save the chair of one
person, the freedom of the
entire country was held
hostage, and an attempt

was made to crush the con-
stitutional values and
democratic dignity estab-
lished by Baba Saheb Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar,” he
added. Nabin said the
Congress constantly blames
the Modi Government for
various reasons, including
its election losses.

“If Parliament doesn’t
function, it  is  the
Government’s fault.  If
Congress is defeated in elec-
tions, it is the system’s fault.

“If the public doesn’t
support (Congress), it is the
institutions’ fault. The

biggest question is why the
party that invokes the
Constitution has not yet
offered an unconditional
apology to the country for
the Emergency,” the BJP
chief said. If there truly was
concern for the Constitution,
the first thing would have
been to seek forgiveness
from the country for the
crime of murdering democ-
racy, he added.

Nabin alleged that for
decades, attempts were
made to erase the “dark
chapter of the Emergency”
from the nation’s collec-

tive memory. Under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership, however, justice
has been done to history
with the decision to
observe June 25 as
‘Samvidhan Hatya Diwas’,
the BJP president said.

“Samvidhan Hatya Diwas
not only reminds us of the
past but also reinforces our
resolve to remain ever-vig-
ilant and dedicated to pro-
tecting the Constitution,
democracy and civil liber-
ties,” Nabin said.

“This day reminds us of
the importance of freedom
and the need to safeguard
democratic values. We pay
tribute to all those who
fought to protect democra-
cy, even amidst trying cir-
cumstances,” the BJP chief.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the BJP head-
quarters,  senior party
leader Ravi Shankar Prasad
slammed the Congress for
the imposition of the
Emergency during its rule
and said all the excuses
made by the opposition
party to justify it  are
“absolutely baseless”.

Congress launches nationwide campaign against paper leaks

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday expressed
sadness over the devastation caused by the earthquakes in
Venezuela, and said India stands ready to extend all
possible assistance to the Latin American country. Powerful
earthquakes struck off the coast of Venezuela on
Wednesday evening, leaving at least 32 people dead and
700 injured. “Deeply saddened by the devastation caused
by the severe earthquakes in Venezuela. On behalf of the
people of India, I extend our heartfelt condolences to the
Government and people of Venezuela, especially to the
families who have lost their loved ones,” Modi said in a
post on social media. The PM said India prays for the
speedy recovery of those injured and stand in solidarity
with all those affected during this difficult time. “India
stands ready to extend all possible assistance,” he added.

States Focus

INDIA OFFERS ASSISTANCE TO
EARTHQUAKE-HIT VENEZUELA

Rajya Sabha Chairman CP Radhakrishnan on Thursday
administered oath of office to ten newly elected members
of the Upper House. The lawmakers took the oath in the
main chamber of the Rajya Sabha. Among the new
members sworn in were four members from Andhra
Pradesh, two from Jharkhand, one each from Arunachal
Pradesh, Gujarat, Odisha, and Tamil Nadu. Five newly-
elected members took the oath in Hindi, one in English,
one in Tamil, and three in Telugu. The newly inducted
members were Sana Sathish Babu (TDP), Vijay
Chintakayala (TDP), Bhashyam Rama Krishna (TDP) and
Lingamaneni Ramesh (JSP) (all from Andhra Pradesh), Tai
Tagak (BJP) from Arunachal Pradesh, Rajesh Parmanad
Shukla (BJP) from Gujarat, Parimal Nathwani (IND) and
Baidyanath Ram (JMM), both from Jharkhand, Debashish
Samantaray (BJP) from Odisha and Praveen Chakravarty
(INC) from Tamil Nadu.

VP ADMINISTERS OATH TO 10
NEWLY ELECTED RS MEMBERS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Jammu

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Thursday chaired a
high-level meeting in Pahalgam
and reviewed preparations for
the Shri Amarnath Yatra-2026,
which starts on 3rd July.

The Lieutenant Governor
held a comprehensive review
of all key sectors, including
logistics, lodging, healthcare
facilities, sanitation, power
and water supply, availability
of civic amenities, road con-
nectivity, RFID cards, function-
ing on joint control rooms,
track maintenance and widen-
ing works, construction of foot-
bridges, setting up of langars,
creation of holding areas,
traffic management and secu-
rity arrangements. 

Deputy Commissioner
Anantnag briefed the meeting
on the overall preparations
being made for the smooth
and hassle-free conduct of the
annual pilgrimage.

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP), Anantnag, deliv-
ered a detailed presentation
on the multi-layered security
framework and the compre-
hensive measures in place to
ensure pilgrim safety along
the entire route.

Speaking to the media
persons,  the Lieutenant
Governor said, “The Jammu
Kashmir Administration, Police,

Security Forces, Government
of India, and the Shrine Board
have finalised all preparations
to ensure a safe and spiritual-
ly enriching experience for the
devotees of Baba Amarnath.
Residents and all stakeholders
are eager to welcome pilgrims
arriving from across the nation.

During the review meeting,
LG directed the authorities
to ensure safety, and weather-
based evacuation protocols
must be established alongside
the strategic deployment of
Mountain Response Teams
(MRTs) at critical intervals.
Furthermore, all transit tents
m u s t  p a s s  r i g o r o u s  
quality inspections and be
equipped with functional fire
extinguishers.

On the tracks, real-time
crowd analysis  must  be
utilised to identify and clear
choke points, while robust

traffic management plans and
designated parking zones
must be enforced to prevent
congestion and guarantee the
uninterrupted transportation
of essential supplies,” the
Lieutenant Governor direct-
ed the officials.

The meeting was attended by
Mandeep K Bhandari, Principal
Secretary to Lieutenant
Governor and CEO Amarnathji
Shrine Board; Shahid Iqbal
Choudhary, Commissioner
Secretary, Youth Services and
Sports Department and Nodal
Officer for Pahalgam Axis; Anshul
Garg, Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir; VK Birdi, IGP Kashmir;
M Suleman Choudhary, IGP
Traffic J&K; Bilal Mohiuddin Bhat,
Deputy Commissioner,
Anantnag; Amod Nagpure
Ashok, SSP Anantnag and senior
officers of civil administration,
police and security forces.

LG chairs meeting in Pahalgam,
reviews preparations for Amarnath 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Chandigarh

The house-to-house enumer-
ation exercise under the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
2026 of electoral rolls com-
menced across Punjab on
Thursday, with 24,453 Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) beginning
visits to households.

The exercise, scheduled
from June 25 to July 24, aims
to cover more than 2.14 crore
voters in Punjab, according to
the Office of the Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO).

Chief Electoral Officer
Anindita Mitra filled her enu-
meration form on Thursday
with her family members
and urged citizens to coop-
erate with BLOs visiting their
homes for the distribution
and collection of forms. She
noted that the first day of
the exercise witnessed the
successful distribution of
enumeration forms across
the State. 

Mitra advised voters to
keep a recent colour photo-
graph ready, fill and sign the
form, and hand it over to the
BLO while retaining the
second copy for future refer-
ence. She informed that if a
house is locked, the BLO will
leave the form and paste a
sticker indicating the date of
the next visit.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kolkata

The West Bengal Government
will unveil a series of policies,
including an investment pro-
motion framework, before
Durga Puja festivities, as part
of efforts to accelerate eco-
nomic growth, Finance
Minister Swapan Dasgupta
said on Thursday.

Dasgupta  made the
remarks while replying to
the discussion on the state
Budget in the Assembly. “In
the next three months,
before Durga Puja, we will
present an investment pro-
motion framework,  an
incentive policy and a
startup policy,” he said.

The minister said dedicat-
ed policy for women entre-
preneurs would also be intro-
duced to encourage greater
participation in business and
enterprise.

A cloud kitchen policy will
be introduced, too, to encour-
age the women entrepre-
neurs, Dasgupta said.

The other polices will be on
a global capability centre
(GCC), an AI mission, and in
addition, the Government
plans to formulate a policy for
sportspersons, he said.

Dasgupta said the absence
of some of these policy frame-
works had affected the state’s
ability to attract investments,
including in the information
technology sector.

The minister said the
budget should be viewed as
a roadmap signalling the
direction in which the
Government intends to take
the state economy.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Government is consider-
ing shifting the Antyodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY) foodgrain
entitlement from a fixed 35
kg per household per month
to 7 kg per person per month
— capped at 35 kg — a move
to address the “inequities” in
food distribution among the
country’s poorest house-
holds and provide for more
rational food grain alloca-
tion and better align entitle-
ments with nutritional
requirements.

The Department of Food
and Public Distribution has
proposed an amendment
to the National Food Security

Act, 2013, and the Food
Ministry has invited public
comments on the National
Food Security (Amendment)
Bill, 2026, until July 13.

Under the National Food
Security Act (NFSA), up to 75
per cent of the rural popula-
tion and 50 per cent of the
urban population — cover-
ing roughly two-thirds of
India’s population-are legally
entitled to highly subsidised
or free foodgrains.

The proposed changes
seek to “remove intra-cate-
gory inequities and provide
for a more equitable and
rational allocation of food-
grains while aligning bene-
ficiary entitlements more
closely with household

nutritional requirements,”
says the draft Bill.

Under the current law,
Antyodaya Anna Yojana
(AAY) households, designat-
ed as the poorest of the
poor and are legally entitled
to receive 35 kg of foodgrains
per family per month, the

Priority Households are enti-
tled to 5 kg of foodgrains per
person per month.

“The existing household-
based entitlement under
Antyodaya Anna Yojana,
though intended as a protec-
tive measure for the most
vulnerable families, results

in significant inequities
depending upon the size of
the household,” the min-
istry said in a statement.

Under the proposed
design, a two-member AAY
household would receive 14
kg per month, while a family
of five or more would be
entitled to the existing
ceiling of 35 kg.

Smaller households may
see little change in absolute
terms; larger ones stand to
gain as allocation would
scale with family size.

The Government has
framed the amendment as
part of its broader push to
strengthen food and nutri-
tional security through a
“human life cycle approach”

-- ensuring access to ade-
quate quantities of quality
food at affordable prices, in
line with the objectives of
the National Food Security
Act, 2013. Currently, rice and
wheat are distributed for
free to both priority house-
holds and AAY.

In Delhi ,  the State
Government has cancelled
nearly 7.72 lakh invalid and
ineligible ration cards fol-
lowing a recent welfare
audit and verification drive.
This massive clean-up exer-
cise freed up approximate-
ly 7.72 lakh ration card slots
intended for the National
Food Security  Act  
(NFSA) and other public 
distribution benefits.

ED attaches 
`55 cr assets of
Punjab minister
Sanjeev Arora,
linked entities

Govt considers revising AAY foodgrain entitlement to 7 kg per person West Bengal Govt
to unveil new
policies before
Durga Puja, says
Finance Minister

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Jammu

Ahead of the beginning of the
Amarnath Yatra from July 3, the
Union Minister for Road Transport
and Highways, Nitin Gadkari, on
Thursday said the flood-damaged
bridges over the Ravi River and
Sehar Khad near Kalibari on the
Jammu-Srinagar National Highway
(NH-44) have been restored, re-
establishing a vital road link between
Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir.

The Union Minister said the
restored infrastructure would also
provide a major boost to travel
during the upcoming annual
Amarnath Yatra by improving con-
nectivity along the route.

In a post on X, Gadkari said the
bridges had sustained extensive
damage during last year’s flash
floods, severely disrupting traffic
along the strategically important
highway. He said the restoration
work was taken up on priority in
view of the highway’s strategic
and economic significance and
was completed within the stipu-
lated timeline.

“The reopening of these bridges
will ensure seamless connectivi-
ty and facilitate the smooth move-
ment of passengers and freight,”
the minister said.

In the Kashmir valley, the
Gondola services were resumed in
Gulmarg, a month after a techni-
cal snag forced the closure of the
services. 

On May 25, the army, police,
NDRF and SDRF launched a rescue
operation after the Gulmarg Cable
Car services developed a techni-

cal snag, leaving more than 300
tourists and local guides strand-
ed mid-air.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
oversaw the official resumption of
the Gulmarg Gondola service,
marking the full restoration of its
operations. Omar said the services
were restarted only after the
French firm Puma certified repair
work. On the other hand, the
Border Roads Organisation (BRO)
also restored road connectivity
between Gulabgarh and Machail
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Kishtwar
district with the operationalisa-
tion of a 140-foot bailey bridge at
cloudburst-hit Chishoti.

The bridge was virtually inaugu-
rated by White Knight Corps

Commander Lt Gen P K Mishra on
Thursday, in the presence of
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
leader of opposition and Padder-
Nagseni MLA Sunil Kumar Sharma,
officials said.

The triple-double reinforced
Bailey bridge replaces the earlier
structure, which was washed
away in a devastating cloudburst
on August 14, 2025, severing the
only road link to the remote
Machail region, they said.

A cloudburst struck Chisoti
village, the gateway to the Machail
Mata temple in Kishtwar district,
on August 14 last year, killing 65
people, mostly pilgrims, while
more than 30 persons are still
missing.

NH-44 connectivity restored before Yatra: Gadkari

BJP seeks Congress apology
on 51 years of emergency

TONY DAS n Guwahati

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Thursday said
the Emergency imposed in
1975 was an attempt to crush
India’s democratic values and
civil liberties. Remembering
the period, Sarma paid tribute
to all the “brave warriors”
who struggled to protect
democracy.

“We remember that dark
chapter in the history of Indian
democracy, when in 1975 the
Emergency was imposed in an
attempt to crush the country’s
democratic values and civil lib-
erties,” he said in a social
media post.

“Humble salutations to all
the brave warriors who strug-
gled to protect democracy,”
he added. In a programme
organised by the BJP in the
evening, Sarma honoured

“Loktantra Senanis” and said
people must not let that dark
chapter in the nation’s history
be forgotten.

“Just to cling on to power,
the then Cong govt tram-
pled upon the Constitution
and converted the country
into a jail,” he said in another
post. The Emergency was in
force from June 25, 1975, to
March 21, 1977, after it was
proclaimed under Article 352
of the Constitution.

Since 2025, the Narendra
Modi Government has
observed June 25 as
‘Samvidhan Hatya Diwas’.

A gazette notification issued
in this regard said the
Emergency was declared on
June 25, 1975, and was followed
by a “gross abuse of power” by
the government of the day,
with people subjected to
excesses and atrocities. 

Emergency tried to crush
democracy, says Himanta

Congress Working Committee member
Rajeev Shukla

Finance Minister Swapan Dasgupta 
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) has achieved a signif-
icant milestone with the
handing over of the Final
Operational Clearance (FOC)
certificate of the Indigenous
‘Netra’ Airborne Early Warning
and Control (AEW&C) system
to the Indian Air Force (IAF),
the defence ministry said here
on Thursday.

Giving details, it said the
system has been indigenous-
ly developed through close
collaboration among the IAF,
DRDO, and associated indus-
tries to significantly enhance
airborne surveillance, situa-
tional awareness and battle
management capability. It
represents a landmark
achievement in India’s
journey towards self-reliance
in advanced aerospace &
defence technologies. The
Initial Operational Clearance
(IOC) was given in 2017.

The ceremony was
presided over by the Deputy
Chief of the Air Staff Air
Marshal Awadhesh Kumar

Bharti  in Bengaluru,
Karnataka on Thursday.

Former Chief of the Air Staff
Air Chief Marshal RKS
Bhadauria (Retd), former DRDO
Chairman Dr S Christopher,
serving and retired senior offi-
cers of IAF, Outstanding
Scientist & Director Centre for
Air Borne System (CABS)P
Santhya, Outstanding Scientist
and Chief Executive
(Airworthiness) APVS Prasad,
Scientist  ‘G” & Head NETRA
FOC  A S Kumaran, other senior

officials of DRDO, and industry
partners attended the event.  

In his address, the Deputy
Chief of the Air Staff appreci-
ated the FOC of indigenous
Netra AEW&C. He spoke
about the operational utilisa-
tion and reliability of the
system during Operation
Sindoor and Balakot strikes.

He reiterated the impor-
tance of indigenous tech-
nologies which offer the ser-
vices the flexibility to adapt
the system to the evolving

war scenario by undertaking
modifications. He lauded the
synergy among DRDO, IAF
and the industry which has
defined the success of the
programme. 

Distinguished Scientist and
Director General of
Aeronautics Cluster of DRDO
Dr K Rajalakshmi Menon nar-
rated the successful journey
of NETRA. She brought out the
challenges faced and the
decisions taken that enabled
to achieve the programme
objectives and deliver the
operationally capable system
to IAF. She emphasised the
importance of System
Engineering and how it
helped in the planning and
execution of flight-tests.

The successful induction of
the Netra AEW&C system into
operational service reflects
the DRDO’s commitment to
indigenisation, innovation,
and capability enhancement
of the Defence Services. 

The programme stands as
a shining example of synergy
between operational 
users, scientific agencies, 
and defence production
establishments.

DRDO hands over FOC for Netra
AEW&C system to Indian Air Force

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Ludhiana

The Punjab unit of the BJP on
Thursday demanded the res-
ignation of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, alleging
that he had repeatedly
changed his stand on a con-
troversial video and was
misleading the public.

Punjab BJP general secre-
tary Anil Sareen said the
people of the state no longer
had faith in the chief minis-
ter’s statements. He claimed
that different explanations
had been given for the video
over time, including that it
was AI-generated, a deep-
fake and most recently
linked to a “mask theory”.

Mann finds himself in the
midst of a raging controver-
sy after the Akal Takht earlier
this month declared him
“guru dokhi” (anti-guru) and
“Khalsa panth virodhi” (anti-
Khalsa panth) over a video
purportedly showing a man
resembling him indulging
in objectionable activities
with pictures of Sikh gurus
and slain militant Jarnail
Singh Bhindranwale.

Sareen questioned whether

the forensic reports cited by
ministers and spokespersons
of the AAP Government to
term the video fake were
genuine or whether the latest
explanation should be accept-
ed as the truth.

He alleged that serious
questions had already been
raised over the forensic
reports obtained from
Gurugram and claimed there
were allegations that fake
reports had been prepared
with the involvement of
Punjab Police officials.

The BJP leader also asked
why the video had not been
examined by an accredited
independent forensic labora-
tory for eight months if the
chief minister was certain
that it was fake.

Accusing the Mann
Government of misusing
power and attempting to
conceal the truth, Sareen
said the chief minister
should take moral responsi-
bility for the controversy
and resign from his post.

He alleged that the
Government’s changing ver-
sions had further eroded
public trust and raised
doubts over its credibility.

Facing mounting criticism
from the opposition over a
controversial video, Mann
on Thursday reiterated that
he was not in that video and
claimed that the person
seen in the objectionable
clip was wearing a mask
resembling his face.

The matter stems from
the Akal Takht summoning
Mann in January this year for
allegedly making comments
on ‘Guru ki Golak’ (gurd-
wara donation box) and
indulging in “objectionable
activities” with the pictures
of the Sikh Gurus and slain
militant Jarnail  Singh
Bhindranwale in the pur-
ported video clip.

Addressing the media in
Mohali on Thursday, Mann

showed a purported video
clip to claim that the person
seen in the controversial
video was wearing a mask
which resembles his face.

On January 15, when Mann
had appeared before the
Akal Takht in Amritsar, he
had submitted that the video
was fake or AI-generated
and that the ‘Singh Sahib’
(Sikh Clergy) could get its
forensic examination done
from any lab in the country.

On June 18, the chief min-
ister reiterated that it was
not him in the objectionable
video and claimed that some
actor was imitating him. He
cited reports of two labs
showing that the man in
the alleged objectionable
video was someone else.

Viral video row: BJP seeks Bhagwant Mann’s
resignation over ‘mask theory’ remarks

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Civil Aviation Ministry
and Delhi International
Airport Limited on Thursday
launched an upgraded and
contactless passenger health
self-declaration portal to
strengthen public health sur-
veillance at points of entry in
response to the Ebola disease
outbreak in parts of Africa.

Developed in collabora-
tion with the Directorate
General of Health Services
(DGHS), Union health min-
istry, the AIR SUVIDHA 2.0
portal enables international
arriving passengers to submit
a mandatory online health
self-declaration covering 21-
day travel history, exposure
history and related symp-
toms, if any, prior to immigra-
tion clearance.

The portal enables real-

time data sharing with the
Airport Health Officer, Bureau
of Immigration, IDSP and
State Surveillance Officers,
enables swift identification
and referral of at-risk trav-
ellers while keeping the
arrival experience seamless
and contactless, with no
physical forms to fill on
landing, the Health ministry
said in a statement.

The Airsuvidha Self
Declaration Form (SDF) can be
completed 24 hours in
advance before arrival to India.

“Passengers are requested
to fill the forms before board-
ing of the flight, during web
check-in for swift clearance
on arrival and only required
to show the downloaded SDF
at the International Travel
Health Desk or Immigration
counter,” the statement said.

The launch of the portal
follows the WHO’s declaration
of the Ebola/Bundibugyo Virus
Disease outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo and Uganda as a public
health emergency of interna-
tional concern on May 17
under the International
Health Regulations (IHR) 2005.

The current outbreak has
been confirmed as
Bundibugyo Virus Disease
(BVD), and countries border-
ing Congo and Uganda,
including South Sudan, have
been assessed as high-risk 
for transmission.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Jabalpur

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
has filed an application before
the Madhya Pradesh High
Court expressing regret for his
allegedly defamatory state-
ment about Union Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s son
Kartikeya Singh.

Kartikeya Singh had filed a
defamation complaint in a
Bhopal court against the
Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha.  Gandhi’s applica-
tion, filed by his lawyer on
Wednesday, said his state-
ment was not related to Singh.

In the defamation com-
plaint lodged in the Bhopal
court for cases against MPs-
MLAs, Kartikeya Singh alleged
that during an election rally
in Jhabua in 2018, Gandhi
mentioned his name while
referring to the Panama
Papers leak scandal, thus

damaging his reputation.
The court issued a summons

to Gandhi for personal appear-
ance, following which the
Congress leader moved the HC
seeking to quash the summons
as well as the defamation case.
Justice Pramod Kumar Agarwal
will hear Gandhi’s petition on
Thursday.

The petitioner on
Wednesday produced the
records of the lower court, as
directed by the HC. Advocate
Sankalp Kochhar represented
the complainant before the
high court.

Rahul Gandhi expresses regret
in Shivraj’s son defamation case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Centre of Indian Trade
Unions (CITU) extends its
fullest support, solidarity and
active participation to the
nationwide protest actions
on July 1, 2026, called by the
All India Agricultural Workers
Union (AIAWU) and the joint
platform of Rural Workers’
Organisations.

The Government’s deci-
sion to replace the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) with the VB-
GRAMG Scheme from July 1,
2026, is a calculated attempt
to dismantle the only statu-
tory guarantee of 100 days of
wage employment available
to rural households. 

“For the rural working class,
MGNREGA is not a welfare pro-
gramme; it is a legally enforce-
able right to work that pro-
vides wage security, strength-
ens the bargaining power of
labour against landlordist
and capitalist exploitation,
and offers protection against
chronic unemployment and
distress,” said General
Secretary Elamaram Kareem.

The attack on MGNREGA is

not confined to agricultural
workers alone. It is an assault
on the entire rural and urban
unorganised working class.
The weakening of rural employ-
ment inevitably depresses rural
wages, intensifies distress
migration and expands the
pool of cheap labour available
to urban employers. 

CITU demands strength-
ening of MGNREGA through a
legally guaranteed minimum
of 200 days of employment
per rural household, a sub-
stantial enhancement of
wages linked to inflation,
and the timely payment of
wages as mandated by law.
CITU further demands that
the employment guarantee
be expanded to cover every
rural household seeking work
and that a similar legally

guaranteed employment pro-
gramme be introduced for
urban workers.

CITU calls upon all its State
Committees, federations and
affiliated unions at the dis-
trict, block and panchayat
levels to mobilise industrial
workers,  unorganised
workers and all sections of
the working class to actively
participate in the 1 July
nationwide protests in soli-
darity with rural workers. 

CITU will stand shoulder-
to-shoulder with AIAWU and
all organisations of rural
workers to strengthen this
united struggle and ensure
that July 1  becomes a
resounding assertion of the
Right to Work, the dignity of
labour and the unity of India’s
working people.

CITU backs July 1 protest for MGNREGA restoration

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Union Health Ministry
has notified amendments to
the Clinical Establishments
(Registration and Regulation)
Act, 2010, replacing criminal
penalties for certain proce-
dural violations with an
administrative adjudication
mechanism as part of the Jan
Vishwas reforms.

The amendments, noti-
fied on June 22, opera-
tionalise provisions of the
Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Act, 2026, which
seeks to decriminalise
minor proceduraal non-
compliances across 
multiple central  laws 
and promote trust-based
governance.

The Jan Vishwas law, pub-
lished in April this year, and
aimed at reducing compli-
ance burden and improving
ease of doing business,
amends provisions across
79 Central Acts adminis-
tered by 23 ministries and
departments. In the health
sector, 35 provisions spread
across five laws under the

Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare have been
modified, a statement by
the ministry said.

Under the amended
framework, the term “ fine”
has been replaced with
“penalty” in Sections 40, 43
and 46 of the Act, shifting
the enforcement fram-
ework from criminal prose-
cution to administrative
adjudication.

Section 44 has been
amended to introduce
graded and proportionate
penalties for contraventions
committed by companies,
ensuring that enforcement
action is commensurate

with the nature and sever-
ity of the violation, the state-
ment said.

Further, the adjudicat-
ing authority mechanism
under Section 41 has been
strengthened and its scope
expanded to cover pro-
ceedings under sections
40, 43 and 44, facilitating
transparent, efficient and
accountable enforcement,
it stated.

The amendments also
provide for a structured
adjudication process,
including an opportunity
for a hearing before the
imposition of penalties,
mechanisms for recovery

of penalties, and an appeal
framework for aggrieved
parties. “These measures
are expected to encourage
voluntary compliance,
reduce unnecessary litiga-
tion, and ensure propor-
tionate action in cases of
minor procedural non-com-
pliances, while maintain-
ing regulatory oversight
over clinical establishments,
“ the statement said.

The notification imple-
ments the recommenda-
tions of the High-Level
Committee on Regulatory
Reforms and unders-
cores the Government’s 
commitment to fostering a
transparent, efficient and
citizen-centric regulatory
framework.

By replacing criminal
penalties for procedural
lapses with a fair and bal-
anced administrative
mechanism, the reforms
seek to improve the ease of
doing business in the
healthcare sector while
preserving the highest stan-
dards of patient care, safety
and accountability, the
ministry said.

Clinical Establishments Act: Centre replaces
criminal penalties with administrative adjudication

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Government has expand-
ed the ambit of the QR code-
based track-and-trace mech-
anism to cover all antimicro-
bials, vaccines, anti-cancer
medicines, and narcotic and
psychotropic drugs, a move
aimed at strengthening safe-
guards against counterfeit
and substandard medicines.

The Union Health Ministry
has notified amendments to
the Drugs Rules, 1945, bring-
ing these categories of med-
icines under Schedule H2,
which mandates the use of
bar codes or Quick Response
(QR) codes for product iden-

tification and verification.
Under the amended provi-

sions, manufacturers will be
required to print or affix a
barcode or QR code on the
primary packaging label of
the drug formulation, or on
the secondary packaging
where space constraints exist,

the ministry said. The code
will enable authentication
and verification of medicines
through software applica-
tions across the supply chain.

According to the ministry,
the QR code will contain key
product information such as
a unique product identifica-

tion code, generic and brand
names, manufacturer’s name
and address, batch number,
manufacturing and expiry
dates, manufacturing licence
number, and details of excip-
ients, wherever applicable.

The ministry said the
requirement was previously
applicable only to the top 300
pharmaceutical brands in the
country. With the latest
amendment, its coverage has
been significantly expanded
to include all vaccines, antimi-
crobials, anti-cancer drugs,
and narcotic and psychotrop-
ic medicines regulated under
the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985.

Govt expands QR code tracking to key drug categories to curb counterfeits

Contactless passenger health self-declaration
portal launched amid Ebola outbreak

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma chairing a budget review meeting at Lok Sewa Bhawan, Dispur evaluating
proposals for 13 departments for FY 2026-27 PIONEER PHOTO

Ex-bureaucrat Sujata Karthikeyan
joins BJD, inducted by Patnaik
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bhubaneswar

Former bureaucrat Sujata
Rout Karthikeyan, wife of
former Odisha chief minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik’s close
aide VK Pandian, formally
joined the BJD on Thursday.
Patnaik announced her
induction after a meeting at
Sankha Bhawan, the party
headquarters here.

“I would like to welcome
Sujata Rout to the BJD. She
will be joining the party as
a simple member. She has
been an IAS officer and
held several important posi-
tions, including her last
assignment where she
looked after many women
of our state,” Patnaik said.
“I am sure, as time passes,
she will get used to her new
position. She will learn to
lead people, particularly

women,” he added.
Amid speculation that

Sujata could eventually take
over the reins of the party,
Patnaik asserted that he
would continue to lead the
BJD in the next elections. “I
would like to repeat again for
the information of the media
and all other people that, of
course, I will lead the BJD in
the next elections. I want to
make it very clear,” he said.

Sujata,  a native of
Kendrapara district, said
she would work sincerely

for the people of the state.
“I have availed opportuni-
ties to serve the people of
Odisha for 24 years under
the leadership of Naveen
Patnaik. Today, I got the
same opportunity again to
serve the people of Odisha
under his leadership,” she
told reporters after joining
the party.

“I  will  work for the
people of Odisha with sin-
cerity and dedication, with
the blessings of Lord
Jagannath, party leaders
and millions of BJD
workers,” she added.

An IAS officer of the 2000
batch, Sujata resigned from
the civil services on March
13, 2025. She is widely cred-
ited with expanding
Mission Shakti ,  the
women’s empowerment
programme of the previous
BJD Government.

Nominations open
for Pradhan 
Mantri Rashtriya 
Bal Puraskar 2026, 
July 31 deadline

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Government has invited
nominations for the Pradhan
Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar
2026, a national honour for
children aged 5 to 18, with
July 31 set as the last date for
submission.

In a statement, the Ministry
of Women and Child
Development said the award
recognises exceptional
achievements by children in
bravery, social service, envi-
ronment, sports, art & culture,
and Science & Technology,
and celebrates their “excep-
tional resilience, courage, cre-
ativity, and indomitable
spirit”. The ministry said the
award will be conferred by
the President at a special cer-
emony in New Delhi on Veer
Bal Diwas on December 26.

“The award serves to
encourage and inspire young
talent by acknowledging their
contributions at the national
level and motivating others to
strive for excellence,” it said.

According to the state-
ment, children nominated
for the award must be Indian
citizens and residents of
India, between five and 18
years of age as on July 31,
2026, and should not be pre-
vious recipients of the award
in any category.

The act,  incident or
achievement must have
occurred within two years of
the nomination deadline of
July 31, 2026, it added.

DRDO’s indigenously developed NETRA Airborne Early Warning and Control
(AEW&C) system receives its Final Operational Clearance (FOC) during a
ceremony at Centre for Airborne Systems (CABS) in Bengaluru on Thursday PTI

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann addressing a press conference, in
Mohali, Punjab on Thursday PTI



A recent WhatsApp communication on our society group,
a few cryptic comments on my Facebook wall, and
several recent premature deaths among people in their
mid-fifties have made me pause and reflect. At first glance,
the incidents appear unrelated.

A camp was organised by our newly elected governing
body to facilitate certain services for residents. It was a good
initiative with a few inevitable hiccups. Many appreciat-
ed the effort, while some expressed disappointment. One
resident urged the President of the Residents’ Welfare
Association to personally address such irritants in future.
What caught my attention, however, was the response of
another well-meaning resident who rushed to defend the
President while assigning blame to the committee
member who organised the event. In corporate and public

life, leadership is often defined by the willingness to absorb
criticism while sharing credit. In our increasingly polarised
environment, criticism and defence seem to attach them-
selves not to actions but to individuals.

A few days later, a neighbour chose to respond to one
of my articles on social media with comments such as
‘writing for publicity’ and ‘pathetic’. Interestingly, in face-
to-face interactions, he remains polite and courteous. I also
found myself reflecting on the untimely deaths of several
talented individuals in their fifties. People who still had
much to contribute, both professionally and personally.

I do not suggest that these losses can be explained by
technology or social media. They did, however, make me
reflect on the various pressures that modern life places upon
us, often in ways we scarcely recognise. For much of human
history, there existed a degree of separation between our
public and private selves. Most people encountered a
limited version of us. Public life usually required us to
present our better selves. Our frustrations, contradictions,
and unguarded moments remained largely within private
spaces shared with those closest to us.

Digital technology has altered that arrangement funda-
mentally. Public life now accompanies us throughout the
day. Opinions are formed instantly, reactions are displayed
immediately, and disagreements are preserved indefinite-
ly. The audience is always present. Moments of genuine
solitude have become increasingly rare. The distinction
between public and private life has become increasingly
blurred. What earlier generations experienced in private

is now expressed, displayed, and debated in public
spaces. Perhaps this is why civility appears more fragile.
The pace of communication has accelerated, while reflec-
tion has not. We have acquired unprecedented tools for
expression, but not necessarily the habits of restraint,
patience, and perspective required to use them wisely.
Technology has amplified our voices; it has not always deep-
ened our understanding.

In such an environment, the distinction between per-
formance and authenticity also begins to blur. The person
we present to the world and the person we are in our
unguarded moments are expected to coexist continuous-
ly. Social approval, criticism, validation, and comparison
have become part of everyday life in ways previous gen-
erations never experienced. Perhaps this is one of the defin-
ing psychological challenges of our age. Technology has
connected us more extensively than ever before, but it has
also made performance a permanent condition of modern
life. We are simultaneously participants, audiences, and
subjects. There may be value in rediscovering something
that earlier generations understood instinctively: the
importance of spaces where one is not performing,
responding, or being observed. Spaces where one can
simply be. While technology has succeeded in bringing the
world closer to us, it may also have made it harder for us
to find distance from the world.

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 
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Millions of youths, students, women, teachers,
and voluntary organisations have actively
participated in this movement.  From villages
to metropolises, from schools to universities,
and from digital platforms to community
events, a widespread public awareness against
substance abuse has emerged.

The government has taken decisive steps
to curb the supply of substances. The
Narcotics Control Bureau and various secu-
rity agencies have dismantled numerous
international smuggling networks through
coordinated action. Surveillance at the
borders has been strengthened, and strict
action has been taken against organised
crime. We must understand that drug traf-
ficking is not merely a crime; it is often linked
to anti-national activities and the financing
of terrorism.  Therefore, this struggle against
drug trafficking is also a struggle for nation-
al security.

However, the success of any law or govern-
ment campaign is ensured only when society
becomes its driving force.  India’s greatest
strength is its social and cultural consciousness.
Our families, our values, our community tra-
ditions, and our social solidarity are the
strongest shields against substance abuse.

Family is the first and most important unit
of this fight.  If parents maintain open com-
munication with their children, become
their friends, and keep a watchful eye on
changes in their behaviour, the problem of
substance abuse can be prevented at an early
stage.  Schools and colleges, too, will have
to play an active role in fostering self-confi-
dence, positive thinking, and a healthy
lifestyle among the youth.

Our mothers and sisters are the greatest
strength of this campaign. Across the country,
Self-Help Groups, Anganwadi workers, and
women’s organisations have played a signif-
icant role in spreading awareness and taking
care of families. Their contribution to build-
ing a drug-free India is invaluable.

At the same time, we must also change our
attitude towards those who have recovered
from addiction. A person should be judged
not by his past, but by his efforts to improve.
The rehabilitation process can be truly suc-
cessful only if society accepts and encourages
them and provides them with opportunities
to move forward.

On the occasion of World Drug Day, I call
upon every citizen of the country, especial-
ly the youth, to become a part of this nation-
al campaign against drug abuse.  Spread
awareness in your family, your school, your
workplace and your society.  If every citizen
resolves to keep even one person away from
substance abuse, millions of lives could be
saved.

Under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan (Drug-Free India Campaign)
is not merely a government programme but
a mass movement aimed at empowering
India’s youth power, family structure and
national consciousness.

Let us come together to turn this invoca-
tion into a mass resolve and move forward
together towards a drug-free India, for the
sake of building a developed India. It is the
national resolve of 140 crore countrymen.
This very resolve will serve as a strong foun-
dation for the building of Viksit Bharat.

Editor’s

For years, cybercrime in India was not taken seriously — yet
another  crime that could be easily dealt with. But the menace
has now  emerged as multi headed hydra that has siphoned off
off millions of rupees and even forced individuals to lock
themselves in their own homes as prisoners — digital arrest
and phishing is no longer minor crimes they can wreck lives
and the worst part it is very difficult to nab the culprits. But not
any more, that comfortable distance has collapsed.

The Prime Minister has reviewed digital-arrest scams at a
PRAGATI meeting and pushed states to operationalise the e-
Zero FIR system nationwide, while the Supreme Court
continues to hear a suo motu case it opened after an elderly
Ambala couple was swindled of over a crore rupees by
fraudsters wielding forged court orders. When the executive
and the judiciary independently decide the same menace
deserves their direct attention, it is no longer a law-and-order
footnote. It is a governance emergency.

The numbers explain the urgency. The apex court itself has
described the scale of digital fraud — running into tens of
thousands of crores — in language usually reserved for
organised crime, not white-collar mischief. “Digital arrest”
scams, where con artists impersonate police officers, CBI or ED
officials, or even judges to terrify victims into transferring their
life savings, have proliferated precisely because they exploit
two things India has in abundance: rising digital penetration
among people who weren’t raised on it, and a fragmented
enforcement architecture where a fraud originating in one
state, routed through a server in another, and cashed out via
mule accounts in a third, falls through every jurisdictional
crack. The e-Zero FIR mechanism — which converts verified
financial-fraud complaints filed through the National
Cybercrime Reporting Portal into instant, borderless FIRs — is
sound in design but has been adopted by barely a handful of
states. Universal, urgent rollout, is the need of the hour.

This must be matched by genuine coordination between
police, banks, telecom operators and platforms to freeze and
trace money in real time, a standard operating procedure of
the kind the Supreme Court has already asked the Centre to
draft, and movement on international cooperation frameworks
like the UN Cybercrime Convention, since most networks
behind these scams operate from beyond India’s borders. But
no FIR portal, however fast, repairs damage already done. The
first line of defence has to be the citizen. Verifying
independently, hanging up, and reporting to 1930 or
cybercrime.gov.in before  money moves is the only real firewall
available to most people, and it costs nothing.

The PM’s intervention and the Court’s scrutiny together
create unusual institutional momentum. Squandering it
through slow state-level implementation or public
complacency would be the real failure. Cybercrime will not be
defeated by outrage alone — it will be defeated by boring,
relentless follow-through: faster FIRs, tighter bank-telecom
coordination, and citizens who simply refuse to be afraid.

The SC’s intervention and PM Modi’s recent
remarks underscore a stark reality: cybercrime has

emerged as a pressing challenge of our times 

Why India faces a
cybercrime emergency

Building resilience through fitnesse
Rajyogi Brahma Kumar Nikunj Ji rightly points out that
addiction cannot be tackled through awareness cam-
paigns alone. Preventing substance abuse requires pro-
viding young people with meaningful pursuits that
foster discipline, achievement and self-worth. 

Alongside meditation and spiritual practices, progres-
sive calisthenics can be a powerful tool in this effort.Unlike
drugs, which offer temporary gratification, calisthenics
rewards persistence and gradual progress. Each new mile-
stone, whether mastering a push-up, pull-up or advanced
bodyweight skill, builds confidence and generates a
healthy sense of accomplishment. This process encour-
ages self-discipline and resilience rather than dependen-
cy. Another advantage of calisthenics is its accessibility.
It requires little or no equipment. Proper nutrition, ade-
quate sleep and regular exercise become priorities, while
harmful habits such as smoking and excessive drinking
increasingly appear as barriers to progress. Most impor-
tantly, physical training provides a sense of purpose and
direction.  Activities that cultivate these qualities can help
fill the void that often leads to substance abuse.India’s fight
against addiction must therefore focus not only on pre-
vention but also on promoting healthy alternatives that
strengthen both mind and body.

HARSH PAWARIA |  ROHTAK

TN politics beyond electoral setbacks
Recent developments in Tamil Nadu politics have gen-
erated intense debate about the future of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) and the evolving politi-
cal landscape of the state. Electoral setbacks, alliance
realignments and the emergence of new political
forces have naturally prompted questions about the
party’s long-term prospects. 

However, it would be premature to conclude that
the DMK is in terminal decline.The DMK remains one
of Tamil Nadu’s most influential political move-
ments, with deep organisational roots and a legacy
that extends beyond electoral cycles. Growing voter
expectations, anti-incumbency sentiments and the
rise of alternative political platforms are reshaping
the state’s political dynamics. 

New entrants and opposition leaders are seeking
to capitalise on this changing environment by pre-
senting themselves as credible alternatives.For any
political party, setbacks can serve either as a catalyst
for renewal or a sign of deeper structural weakness-
es. The coming years will reveal which path the DMK
follows. Tamil Nadu’s political future will be deter-
mined by the choices made by both leaders 
and voters alike.

JAYANTHY CK | CHENNAI

TAKE

THE SUCCESS OF
ANY LAW OR

GOVERNMENT
CAMPAIGN IS

ENSURED ONLY
WHEN SOCIETY
BECOMES ITS

DRIVING FORCE.
INDIA’S

GREATEST
STRENGTH IS ITS

SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL

CONSCIOUSNESS

People move on a boat through a flooded area after a substantial rise in the
Brahmaputra river water level, at Morisuti Pam village in Morigaon PHOTO: PTI
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The tragic ammonia leak in

Tamil Nadu is yet another

reminder of the unacceptable

safety standards that persist in

many industrial workplaces

across India. 

The deaths of workers and

the hospitalisation of dozens

more cannot be dismissed as an

unfortunate accident. Such

incidents are often the

consequence of negligence,

inadequate safety protocols and

weak regulatory

oversight.India’s economic

progress cannot be measured

solely by rising industrial output

and investment figures. 

True development requires

ensuring that every worker

returns home safely at the end

of the day. Unfortunately,

migrant labourers and contract

workers frequently bear the

highest risks while possessing

the least bargaining power. 

Safety compliance is too often

treated as a bureaucratic

formality rather than a moral

and legal obligation.The

recurring pattern of industrial

disasters points to systemic

failures in enforcement. 

Regulatory agencies must

conduct rigorous inspections,

impose strict penalties for

violations and hold management

accountable when preventable

tragedies occur. Compensation

alone cannot substitute for lost

lives.

A nation aspiring to become a

global manufacturing hub must

place worker safety at the

centre of its growth strategy.

Economic prosperity loses its

meaning when it is built upon

avoidable human suffering.

VIJAYKUMAR H K | RAICHUR
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan (Drug-Free India Campaign)
is not merely a government programme but a mass movement aimed at empowering India’s youth power,

family structure and national consciousness

BL
VERMA

The path to freedom: Towards a drug-free India

The writer is Union Minister of
State Minister of State for

Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution of India

Europe’s heatwave is a warning to the world
The recent “Omega Heat” episode across Europe

serves as a stark reminder of the growing dangers posed
by climate change. The phenomenon, caused by an Omega
Block atmospheric pattern, traps hot air over a region for
extended periods, resulting in persistent and often
deadly heatwaves. Scientists warn that rising global tem-
peratures are making such extreme weather events more
frequent, intense and prolonged.The consequences are
already visible. Heat-related illnesses, deaths and wild-
fires have become recurring features of European
summers. The United Nations has rightly described climate
change as a public health emergency, underscoring the
urgency of collective action.While Europe is currently in
focus, countries like India are not immune. Similar
atmospheric blocking patterns can intensify heatwaves
across northern and central India, affecting millions of
people. Improving early warning systems and investing
in climate-resilient infrastructure have become essential.

However, adaptation alone is not enough. Meaningful
reductions in greenhouse-gas emissions, rapid expansion
of renewable energy and large-scale afforestation remain
crucial to addressing the root causes. The lesson from
Europe is clear: climate change is no longer a future threat
but a present reality demanding immediate action.

R.S. NARULA | PATIALA

SANJAY 
CHANDRA

As the entire world reflects on the challenge
of substance use on the occasion of World
Drug Day on June 26, for India, this issue
emerges not merely as a social or health-
related problem, but as a grave matter linked
to the nation’s future.  Substance abuse
weakens not just an individual, but the
family, society, and ultimately the collective
strength of the nation. It shatters the dreams
of the youth, tears families apart, and hinders
the pace of development.

Today, India has the largest youth popula-
tion in the world. This youth power is the
greatest asset of our ‘Amrit Kaal’. If this
power is  channelled into education,  
skills, innovation, and nation-building, nothing
can stop India from becoming a ‘Vishwa 
Guru’ but if the youth fall into the addiction
of drugs, it will be a loss not just to one gen-
eration but to the future of the nation.
Therefore, the fight against drugs is the
responsibility of every Indian.

Under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the Central
Government has not viewed the problem of
drug abuse merely as a matter of law and
order or health; instead, it considers it a crit-
ical issue linked to the future of India’s
youth and the progress of the nation. On
numerous occasions, he has called upon the
youth, parents, and all sections of society from
public platforms to remain aware of sub-
stance abuse. From ‘Mann Ki Baat’ to various
national programmes, he has repeatedly
emphasised that drug addiction becomes a
problem not of an individual but of the
entire family and society.

It is indeed a result of the Prime Minister’s
sensitivity that the fight against drug abuse
has not been limited to government action
alone but has been transformed into a 
campaign driven by public participation.
The ‘Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan’ (Drug-Free
India Campaign) was launched under his 
guidance, through which the message of
awareness has reached crores of youth, stu-
dents, and citizens.  

The Prime Minister firmly believes that
India’s youth power is the country’s biggest
asset, and it is our national responsibility to
safeguard it from evils like drug abuse.

Launched on August 15, 2020, the ‘Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan’ (Drug-Free India Campaign) has
today become a people’s movement. This
campaign is not merely a government pro-
gramme, but a medium for social awakening.

When the distinction between performance and authenticity blurs



As countries pursue
ambitious decarboni-
sation goals while
seeking reliable elec-
tricity supplies, Small
Modular Reactors
(SMRs) have emerged
as one of the most dis-
cussed technologies in
the global energy land-
scape. Promoted as a
cleaner and more flex-

ible alternative to conventional nuclear power plants,
SMRs are increasingly being viewed as a potential com-
plement to renewable energy systems. Yet despite
growing policy enthusiasm and a long list of announced
projects, commercial deployment remains limited,
highlighting the importance of assessing both their
promise and their risks.

SMRs are generally defined as nuclear reactors with
a capacity of up to 300 MW per unit. Unlike convention-
al nuclear plants, which are typically built as large, site-
specific projects, SMRs are designed for factory-based
manufacturing and modular deployment. Their smaller
size allows capacity to be added incrementally, reduc-
ing upfront capital requirements and potentially short-
ening construction timelines. Advocates argue that this
approach could make nuclear energy more accessible and
financially manageable, particularly for countries with
moderate demand growth or constrained fiscal resources.

The growing interest in SMRs is closely linked to the
changing structure of electricity systems. Rapid expan-
sion of solar power has created a familiar challenge in
many countries: abundant electricity during daylight
hours but shortages during evening peak demand. Wind
power, while valuable, remains variable. In this
context, SMRs offer a source of firm, low-carbon elec-
tricity capable of operating around the clock and sup-
porting grid stability when renewable generation is
unavailable. Their role is therefore not to replace renew-
able energy but to complement it by providing reliable
power when needed.

SMRs are also being explored as a tool for industri-
al decarbonisation and the repurposing of retiring coal-
fired power plants. Many coal sites already possess
transmission connectivity, cooling infrastructure and
skilled workforces, making them attractive locations
for future deployment. Beyond electricity generation,
several advanced SMR designs can provide industrial
process heat, district heating and hydrogen production,
broadening their potential contribution to energy-tran-
sition strategies.

Technologically, SMRs encompass several reactor fam-
ilies. The most advanced are light-water reactors, based
on technologies already used in conventional nuclear
plants and therefore more familiar to regulators.
Countries including the United States, Canada, the
United Kingdom, France, China and South Korea are pur-
suing such designs. Other concepts include high-tem-
perature gas-cooled reactors, which are well suited for
industrial heat applications, and fast reactors that
promise improved fuel efficiency and waste reduction
but remain further from commercial maturity. A niche
category of floating reactors has also emerged, led by
Russia's pioneering efforts.

However, the gap between ambition and reality
remains striking. As of the end of 2025, only two SMR
projects worldwide are operating commercially for elec-
tricity generation.

The first is Russia's Akademik Lomonosov, a floating
nuclear power plant located in the Arctic town of Pevek.
Equipped with two small pressurised-water reactors
producing about 70 MW of electricity, it has been sup-
plying power and district heating since 2020. The project
demonstrated that nuclear generation can be deployed
in remote regions, but it also highlighted challenges
related to marine safety, security and emergency
response.

The second operational project is China's HTR-PM at
Shidao Bay. This high-temperature gas-cooled reactor,
producing approximately 210 MW of electricity, entered
commercial operation in 2023. It represents the
world's first grid-connected advanced SMR using non-
light-water technology and is widely regarded as an
important milestone for future industrial heat and
hydrogen applications.

Beyond these two examples, most SMR projects
remain under construction or in various stages of licens-
ing and financing. China's ACP100, also known as
Linglong One, is under construction and expected to

John Bradshaw once
said," Rebellion to tyrants
is obedience to God."

Can man stand up to
these conditions? "Man
can but not necessarily
with ease", Imam Husain,
the grandson of Prophet
Mohammad annunciat-
ed from the battlefield of
Karbala ( Iraq), on the
fateful day of 10th
Muharram, 61 A.H.

(October 10, 680 A.D.).
The pre-Islamic period in Arabia is known as

the "age of ignorance". Scudding away from the
noble attributes of human principles, the Arabs
were treading the path of retrogression and
abhorrence. Suffering from worst evils and
vices, these Arabs known as Bedouins (uncivilised
rustics) were highly temptative of wrecking
vengeance, group quarrels, tribal animosities
leading to bloody warfare that lasted for gener-
ations. 

In pre-Islamic period these Arabian Bedouins
used to bury their newly born daughters alive
out of ego. They had no sense of equality, human-
ity, decency and brotherhood.

In this crucial moment, Prophet of Islam Hazrat
Mohammad brought the message of peace, toler-
ance, humanity, forbearance, liberty, equality,
brotherhood, assisting to weak and securing
justice for the persecuted. The Prophet gradually
started transforming the heartless brutes to

humanise  and turning towards peaceful life. The
most notorious among them were the Bedouin
tribals of "Bani-Omayya"  (Omayyads). Omayyads
did not tolerate the sojourn of humanity and
peace. They violently opposed Prophet's teachings.
Omayya's grandson, Abu Sufiyan, son of Herb,
unfurled the flag of revolt against Islamic teach-
ings. They started a campaign of persecution on
the Prophet, who was forced to migrate from his
home in Mecca to Medina. As such, the year of
Prophet's flight from Mecca to Medina is marked
as the begining of Hijri era of Islamic calender.

Still Prophet Mohammad was not given any
respite and relief. Mohammad was compelled to
fight  battles many a time. In Medina, Prophet estab-
lished the system for administering the "rule of law"
in the light of Islamic jurisprudence, under the
command of his son-in-law Hazrat Ali Murtaza ibn
Abi Talib. Notwithstanding the bravery of Ali, the
accursed Omayyads suffered a thorough col-
lapse. The shrewd  Abu Sufiyan played a trick to
subscribe to Islam outwardly and the Prophet mer-
cifully granted quarter to Abu Sufiyan and his men. 

On the contrary, Mohammad, realising his
duties as Prophet was preparing his two beloved
grandsons, 'Hasan' and ' Husain', sons of Ali
Murtaza and Fatima Zehra, as perfect specimen of
his own attainment and imparted to their young
minds all the characteristics of his high morality.

After the demise of the Holy Prophet
Mohammad, the school of Islamic thought, phi-
losophy, culture and administration was shifted
to 'Caliphate' with temporal and ecclesiastical
powers. The first three caliphs were: Abubakar,

Umar and Usman. The last caliph Imam Ali
Murtaza, was assassinated by the henchmen of
the conspirator and hypocrite Muawiya son of
Abu Sufiyan while Hazrat Ali Murtaza was pros-
trating before Allah in the mosque.

After Ali's assassination, Muawiya with the
might of sword, usurped the seat of Caliphate
in Syria and declared himself as the self-appoint-
ed caliph. Muawiya, the first ruler of the House
of Omayyads displaced the democratic Islamic
rule by oligarchical and barbaric despotic rule.
After the death of Muawiya, his son accursed
Yazid ascended to the Caliphate seat of Syria. He
was a heartcore terrorist and had surpassed all
his ancestors in practicing cruelty, violence and
corruption. Yazid was libertine and sinner to the
extent that the barest mention of his objection-
able character is taboo in this civilised society.
Yazid was the mammon of Unrighteousness,
whose lust for power prompted him to beat

society into the mould he favoured. Yazid's crim-
inal behaviour indicated the extreme occurrence
of vulger, inhuman innovations in the established
Islamic values. He was immoral to the extent that
he had married the real sister of his father.

On the contrary Imam Husain was recognised
throughout the Arab world for his excellence of
behaviour, wisdom, compassion and piety.  When
Yazid occupied the erstwhile seat of Caliphate,
deceitfully usurped by his father Muawiya, Yazid
by terrorising the citizens sought their alle-
giance to accept him as leader of the faithfully.
He then demanded allegiance from Hazrat Imam
Husain. Accursed Yazid was equipped with all the
paraphernalia of power but so  long as  he didn't
get the allegiance from Imam Husain, the grand-
son of the Prophet, he had no religious sanction
to claim the Caliphate. He therefore demanded
allegiance from Imam Husain to subscribe him as
leader of the faithful. When Yazid bargained hard
for Imam Husain to choose between allegiance
and death, Husain straightaway refused him for
allegiance, saying, "A person of my kind, cannot
accept the allegiance of a man of his (Yazid's) kind."
Husain knew that recognition of Yazid's immoral-
ity will permanently disfigure the "true faith" and
a "pseudo religion" will emerge in the guise of
Islam. Had he encountered no opposition, Islam
was bound to acclimatised to the paralysing
atonality from Yazid's degenerated symphony.

Imam Husain was mercilessly assassinated in
the desert of Karbala along with 71 family
members and companions on 10th of Muharram,
61 Hijri ( October 10, 680 A.D.), after being kept

hungry and thirsty for three days.
Their heads were severed from the bodies and

were mounted on lancers. Among the slain
martyrs was Husain's six month old infant son,
Ali Asghar, the buoyancy of whose innocent
blood refloated the sinking ship of Islam. Ali
Asghar's moon-like innocent severed head was
too mounted on a lancer.

Asghar's little body among 71 others was too
trampled through the hoofs of horses of  Yazid's
cavalry. The tents of Husain's household were
torched. Daughters and grand children of
Prophet Mohammad's extended family and the
only surviving, ailing son office Imam Husain,
were taken captives and paraded from Karbala
to Syria, on bare backs of camels, where they
were appeared before accursed Yazid, the wild
beast in human form.

10th Muharram is universally observed by right
thinking and kind-hearted people irrespective
of caste, religion or faith. "Never in the fight of
human conflict was so much owed by so many
to so few", said Churchil. The event of Karbala,
taking place on 10th Moharram, 61 Hijri, teaches
us: Never support injustice and oppression, no
matter, how powerful the oppressor might be.
No matter, what incentive, what threat you might
be given? Husain declared, "Do not submit to
exploitation of any kind, maintain a tenacious
grip on veracity, and better die with honour
guarding against evil, than live in shame."

For nearly sixty long years, an armed insurgency
hollowed out the Republic's core. The Maoists
proclaimed a "people's war" and, in the deep
forests of India, governed in the shadows. They
extracted dues, delivered their version of
justice, and struck at those loyal to the
Constitution. Naxalism kept the heartland in its
hold while State responses in the past either fal-
tered or fell short. That long and dark chapter
is now ending. The goal of a Naxal-Mukt Bharat
is well within reach.

The movement peaked with alarming reach.
A 1967 spark at Naxalbari in West Bengal grew into an insurgency that spread through
tribal heartlands of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand. The 2004 formation of CPI (Maoist) brought the factions under one banner,
with greater coordination and resolve. At its peak, however, the scale was stark. By
2010, as many as 96 districts saw violence and 126 carried the Naxal-affected tag.
Close to 12 crore Indians lived under what functioned as a parallel armed order. The
Maoist pursuit of a 'Red Corridor' stretching across almost a fifth of India's geogra-
phy was indeed, without exaggeration, her most serious internal security challenge. 

The Naxal footprint began to shrink when political will shifted post-2014, and deci-
sively after 2019. Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Naxalism was redefined as
an integrated national security problem that cut across ministries and demanded
a coordinated (whole-of-government) response. Union Home Minister Amit Shah drove
this approach vigorously, matching sustained security operations with credible sur-
render and rehabilitation policies, and bringing personal oversight that enabled the
system to deliver the desired outcomes. 

What stood out was the speed at which operational gaps were closed. Backlogged
procurement moved quickly, and modern equipment was sourced, when needed,
from the Army, lending gear on the directions of the Union Home Minister. From anti-
spike boots and sniper rifles to portable VSAT systems and air ambulances, require-
ments were met with rare urgency. To the forces on the ground, it sent one loud
and clear message: the State stands firmly with you.

Two pillars anchored
the approach. The first
was a calibrated surren-
der-and-rehabilitation
policy.  When senior
cadres laid down their
arms, they were offered
grants of up to `5 lakh, a
three-year monthly
stipend of `10,000, and
support for housing and
employment. Word trav-
elled deep through
kinship networks and
trusted community inter-
mediaries, amplified by All India Radio broadcasts in tribal languages that showcased
real stories of those who returned and reintegrated into the mainstream.

The second pillar was uncompromising action against those who held out.
Intelligence-led joint Operations executed meticulously by CRPF battalions, CoBRA
units, District Reserve Guards, and state police helped in dismantling the armed groups.
The results are telling. Naxal-affected districts have fallen from 96 in 2010 to 38 in
2024. A decadal comparison shows security force casualties down by about 73per
cent and civilian deaths by 74per cent. In 2024, 290 Naxalites were neutralised-the
highest in a year-but the more striking numbers lie elsewhere: 881 surrenders and
1,090 arrests. In 2025, till September, surrenders have crossed 1,225; in Chhattisgarh
alone, over 1,000 cadres laid down their arms within a year.

At one point in Jagdalpur, more than 200 cadres-including central committee
members-surrendered en-masse, holding copies of the Constitution. Few images
capture this transformation better than the shift from the gun to the Constitution.

Central to this shift was the CAPFs and the state police. Jungle-warfare trained CoBRA
units, the Bastariya Battalion drawn from local tribal communities, and DRG units
often comprising surrendered Naxalites who knew the terrain, were the compos-
ite force who went into the forests and held ground.

Capacity expanded steadily. Over the past six years, 336 security camps have come
up in core areas, supported by 76 new helipads across Bastar and Jharkhand to ensure
rapid mobility. Drone surveillance now reaches even Abujhmad (unknown hills), once
seen as operationally out of bounds. These camps have served a dual purpose-restrict-
ing Naxalite movement while steering development through the Niyad Nellnar (Your
Good Village) initiative, which has brought banking, schooling, healthcare and
Ayushman Bharat coverage to villages within a 10-km radius.

The impact of rehabilitation goes beyond what policy documents can measure.
In Bastar, women who once carried weapons in the forests now manage the Bastar
Café, serving both locals and security personnel. Former cadres inducted into the
Bastar Fighters now protect the same villages they once intimidated. Every surren-
dered Naxalite living a stable public life disproves the Maoist calumny that the Indian
State responds to dissent only with force.

At the top, the organisation has been systematically disrupted. The CPI (Maoist)
general secretary Nambala Keshava Rao, or Basavaraju, was taken out, pursuant to
a strategy that tasked senior IPS officers to track the top leadership of Maoists. In
past four years, over 18 central committee members have been neutralized or cap-
tured thereby fracturing the leadership and planning capacity. Simultaneously, the
enforcement agencies viz., NIA and ED have targeted the funding networks, choking
the financial flows that sustained the Maoist operations.

The goal of a Naxal-Mukt Bharat by March 31, 2026 stands effectively achieved. The
'Red Corridor,' once spread across 17per cent of the country, belongs to the past.
Rehabilitation is picking up speed, and sustained governance is shutting the vacuum
for good. Clarity and resolve drove this shift. Security forces were finally backed by
an unequivocal policy after years of drift. Meanwhile, tribal communities that never
signed up for a war waged in their name are getting to see roads, schools, and rights,
in place of rhetoric. Our task is cut out. We now need to secure this peace. 
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become the first commercial land-based light-
water SMR. Argentina's CAREM project has faced
delays, while leading projects in North America
and Europe continue to navigate regulatory
approvals, financing requirements and supply-
chain development. This limited deployment
experience underscores the central challenge
facing SMRs: while the technology is technical-
ly credible, its commercial viability remains
largely unproven.

The most significant risk is economic. Although
SMRs are smaller than conventional reactors,
they remain capital-intensive projects. First-of-
a-kind deployments have frequently experienced
cost overruns and schedule delays, eroding the
anticipated advantages of modular construction.
Until multiple units are manufactured and
deployed at scale, it remains uncertain whether
the promised cost reductions can be achieved.

Regulatory uncertainty presents another
major obstacle. Nuclear licensing is inherently
rigorous and often time-consuming. Because reg-
ulatory frameworks differ across countries,
reactor vendors frequently face repeated design
reviews and approval processes, increasing costs
and delaying deployment. For many developers,
obtaining regulatory certainty remains as
important as overcoming technical challenges.

Fuel supply is another area of concern.
Several advanced SMR designs depend on spe-
cialised fuels such as High-Assay Low-Enriched
Uranium (HALEU), for which global production
capacity remains limited. Supply chains for
nuclear-grade components and specialised
manufacturing are also still developing, creat-
ing potential bottlenecks for future expansion.

Operational risks should not be overlooked.
Unlike conventional nuclear plants, which
benefit from decades of operating experience,
many SMR technologies have little or no com-
mercial track record. Questions remain regard-
ing long-term reliability, maintenance costs and
the ability of some designs to operate flexibly
in renewable-dominated power systems.

Safety and security considerations continue to
be central to the debate. While modern SMRs
incorporate advanced passive safety features
intended to reduce accident risks, nuclear
energy remains a technology where low-prob-
ability events can have significant consequences.
Cybersecurity, physical protection and nuclear
safeguards become particularly important if large
numbers of small reactors are eventually
deployed across multiple locations. Waste man-
agement also remains unresolved. Although
some advanced designs promise improved fuel
utilisation and reduced waste generation, all
reactors produce radioactive waste requiring
long-term management and disposal.

For India, the SMR story is one of strategic prepa-
ration rather than deployment. The country does
not yet have an operational SMR project, but recent
policy initiatives, including the Nuclear Energy
Mission, indicate growing interest in the technol-
ogy as part of India's long-term energy transition.

India's position is strengthened by its exten-
sive nuclear ecosystem. Institutions such as
NPCIL, BARC and AERB provide capabilities
across reactor design, fuel-cycle management,
regulation and operations. This institutional
depth gives India advantages that many aspir-
ing SMR countries do not possess. Rising elec-
tricity demand, increasing renewable penetra-
tion, future coal retirements and growing land
and transmission constraints all point towards
the need for reliable low-carbon capacity. SMRs
could potentially serve industrial clusters,
support coal-site repowering and provide firm
power in regions where grid flexibility becomes
increasingly valuable.

India's private sector is also better prepared for
SMR deployment than is often recognised. Over
the past two decades, Indian companies have
developed significant capabilities in heavy engi-
neering, precision manufacturing, modular fab-
rication, construction, instrumentation and large-
scale power project execution. Several domestic
firms already participate in nuclear supply chains
through the manufacture of forgings, pressure
vessels, turbines, electrical equipment and spe-
cialised industrial components. As SMRs move
towards commercial deployment, these capabil-
ities can support reactor manufacturing, balance-
of-plant systems, modular assembly and civil
works under a government-led framework. This
industrial preparedness not only strengthens
India's prospects for domestic deployment but
could also position the country as a competitive
supplier of components and engineering services
to the emerging global SMR market.

Nevertheless, SMRs are unlikely to follow a
fully privatised path in India. Nuclear power
remains a strategic sector under government
control, and the financial, liability and safety risks
associated with nuclear projects make purely
private ownership improbable. A more realis-
tic model is state-led deployment supported by
private participation in manufacturing, construc-
tion, supply chains and long-term industrial
offtake arrangements.

The global experience to date offers a clear
lesson. SMRs should be viewed neither as a silver
bullet nor as an immediate solution to power
shortages. Their greatest potential lies in pro-
viding firm low-carbon electricity, industrial heat
and long-term system reliability in increasing-
ly complex energy systems. Whether they
become a major component of future energy
transitions will depend not on the number of
announced designs, but on the ability of govern-
ments and industry to demonstrate safe, afford-
able and repeatable deployment at commercial
scale. For India, that journey is only beginning,
but the foundations technical, institutional
and industrial are already taking shape.

Small modular reactors: Promise, progress
and risks in the global energy transition

Dr. Rajib K Mishra, Executive 
Director, IRADe

End of the Red Corridor: 

How India defeated Naxalism

HASAN
KHURSHID

For countries such as India, where electricity demand continues to rise, SMRs offer intriguing possibilities but
also significant uncertainties. The technology's future will depend not on its theoretical promise, but on whether

governments and industry can demonstrate that it can be deployed safely, affordably and at scale.

Standing against tyranny is service to God

RAJIB K MISHRA



&LAW     JUSTICE 10RANCHI | FRIDAY | JUNE 26, 2026

Order Order

Your Trusted
Management

Advisory

www.transglobeadvisors.in

Jacqueline Fernandez
withdraws plea from SC
The Supreme Court on
Thursday permitted
Bollywood actor Jacqueline
Fernandez to withdraw her
plea challenging a Delhi
court order to frame charges
against her in a `200 crore
money laundering case.

“Counsel for the petitioner
(Fernandez) has sought
permission to withdraw this
special leave petition with
liberty to avail appropriate
remedy in accordance 
with law,” a bench of Justices
B V Nagarathna and  Joymalya Bagchi said. The top court
permitted the withdrawal of petition with the liberty as
sought by the petitioner.

A Delhi court on May 30 ordered framing of charges
against the actor, alleged conman Sukesh Chandrashekar
and 15 others in the case. The actor had moved the
top court against the order.

The trial court also directed that charges be framed
against Chandrashekar and 20 others for various offences,
including under the stringent MCOCA provisions, in another
case registered by the city police’s special cell.On June 3,
setting the stage for trial, a Delhi court formally framed
charges in the money laundering case.

On June 11, apex court judge Justice Prashant Kumar
Mishra recused himself from hearing the actor’s plea.

Fernandez, who was was summoned by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) several times in connection with the probe,
was named an accused for the first time in a supplementary
charge sheet filed by the agency. (PTI)

Late night phone calls
no evil: Delhi court

A Delhi court has said that merely because a woman talks to
a man over the phone at late hours cannot be a reason to
question her character or justify intrusion into her privacy by
seeking preservation of her call detail records (CDRs).

Additional Sessions Judge Shunali Gupta made the
observation while dismissing an appeal filed by a man
challenging a trial court order that had refused his request
for the preservation of the CDRs of his wife and another
person in a pending domestic violence case.

In an order dated June 2, the court said, “To my mind,
talking to any person even at odd hours of the day cannot
by itself put a question mark on the character of the woman
until and unless it has been alleged that the woman has
some illegal, adulterous etc relationship with a said man.”

The appellant husband had argued that the preservation
of the records was necessary as the complainant,
his wife, was allegedly in regular telephonic contact with 
certain persons during late night hours and the records
might otherwise be erased by the service provider 
with the passage of time.

Upholding the trial court’s order, the sessions court said
that although the right to privacy was not absolute and
could yield to the right to a fair trial in appropriate 
cases, any request seeking preservation of another 
person’s call records must be supported by 
specific and reasonable grounds.

“The Indian society no longer remains a primitive society
wherein a woman talking with a man is considered to be a
taboo,” the judge said.

The court noted that neither the application before the
trial court nor the appeal disclosed any concrete reason
necessitating preservation of the records.

“Women are working in every field, multinational
companies etc and have male colleagues. Just because a
woman is found talking on the phone at night... the same
cannot ipso facto become a ground seeking preservation of
CDR of her mobile number,” the court said. (PTI)

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant has said the first step to
equality is providing equal
access to the law and 
emphasised that it should
not merely be a procedural
nicety. Speaking at the XIV 
St Petersburg International
Legal Forum in Russia on
Wednesday, the CJI said equal
access to law must fructify in
the conferment of actual
rights rather than hollow
statutory declarations.

“We must ask ourselves
what it actually takes for
equality before the law to
become real? My answer,
which I draw from my expe-
rience presiding over the
world’s largest and most
complex judicial systems,
is that the first step to 
equality is providing equal
access to the law.

“Such access cannot merely
be a procedural nicety and
must fructify in the confer-
ment of actual rights rather
than hollow statutory declara-
tions,” the CJI said.

He said the birthplace of
equality was not necessarily
the Magna Carta in 1215.

“Rather, my own personal
belief is that its roots are
traceable to Kautilya’s
Arthashastra, which belongs
to the Indian subcontinent
and propounded the theory of
equality in the fourth
century,” he said.

CJI Kant said the Indian
Constitution, upon its 
inception, promised a new
dawn and conferred upon
the people a series of
Fundamental Rights, including

equality before the law, life
with dignity and equal justice.

“The true challenge was
never to solely recite these
guarantees but to deliver
them across geographical
distances, irrespective of
any economic and social
disadvantages, language
barriers and cultural diver-
sity,” he said.

The CJI said the most signif-
icant obstacle to equality is
not the lack of legal or statu-
tory support, rather it is 
manifested on account of 
geographical, social and 

economic disparities.
“Consequently, the Indian

constitutional courts have
interpreted and provided a
broad and expansive interpre-
tation of constitutional guar-
antees in order to eliminate all
such barriers. This approach
ensures that access to law and
justice is not just a technical
convenience but a non-dis-
criminatory founding principle
of governance,” he said.

The CJI said equal justice
and equal law are not ceremo-
nial phrases and they are the
conditions under which a
legal order may credibly call
itself law at all.

Regarding the internation-
al legal framework, the CJI said
numerous nations in the
global east and south are still
constructing their institutions,
addressing the repercussions
of colonialism and tackling
poverty. “These countries fre-
quently endure scrutiny and
pressure that are not propor-
tionally applied to wealthier
and more influential States,
whose own compliance
records are not necessarily
irreproachable,” the CJI said.

First step to equality is providing
equal access to law: CJI Surya Kant

Bail to 5 held for non-veg
party on boat in Ganga
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Varanasi

Five persons arrested for
allegedly consuming liquor
and holding a non-vegetar-
ian party on a boat in the
Ganga river in Varanasi
were granted bail, their
counsel said.

Advocate Vikas Singh said
the accused were released
by the court of the executive
magistrate/assistant com-
missioner of police after
furnishing two sureties of
`20,000 each along with
personal bonds.

The accused were identi-
fied as Deepak Kumar of
Sujabad Padav in Ramnagar,
boatman Ajay Sahni, Arun
Kumar Sahni of Domri in
Ramnagar, Anurag Nishad
and Rahul Sahni of Bandha
Road in Sujabad, Ramnagar.

The case came to light
after a video allegedly
showing the five men con-
suming beer and holding a
non-vegetarian party on a
boat in the river went viral
on social media on Monday.

Following an investiga-
tion, the police identified

the individuals involved,
arrested them and seized
the boat.  

The five accused, aged
between 25 and 32 years,
were arrested on June 23,
Dasasvamedh ACP Atul
Anjan Tripathi said.

Earlier this year, a similar
controversy had surfaced
when a video showing
people eating biryani on a
boat in the Ganga river went
viral on social media on
March 16. The Kotwali police
had arrested 14 Muslim
youths the following day in
connection with that inci-
dent. The accused in that
case were later granted bail
by the Allahabad High Court.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai/Palghar

The Bombay High Court has
paved the way for accelerat-
ed execution of the Vadhvan
Port Project in Maharashtra’s
Palghar district by granting
clearance for the removal of
mangrove patches located
within the approach area of
the near-shore reclamation
zone. A bench of Justices
Bharati Dangre and Manjusha
Deshpande, in the order
passed on Tuesday, said the
project is of public impor-
tance and has wider eco-
nomic significance.

The bench has permitted
the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) to fell
208 mangrove trees for the
construction of an eight-lane
access-controlled highway
linking the upcoming port in

Palghar district to NH-48.
The court added that the

project proponent had
secured all necessary environ-
mental, coastal regulation
zone and forest clearances,
besides complying with 
compensatory afforestation
requirements. 

The project was in the
larger public interest and
would provide crucial connec-
tivity to the proposed
Vadhavan Port, which has
been identified as a national-
ly important infrastructure
project, HC said.

“In our view, the said
project being of public utility,
would provide connectivity to
the Vadhavan Port which is
being developed as a major
port on landlord port develop-
ment model, which would
open an opportunity for India
to make it into the countries

with top 10 container ports in
the world,” the court said.

The NHAI had approached
the court seeking approval in
view of earlier directions
passed by the high court in a
long-pending mangrove pro-
tection PIL, which requires
prior court permission for
the destruction of mangroves
even in public projects.

The court, in its order, said
NHAI had complied with com-

pensatory afforestation
requirements. The project
proponent has undertaken
the plantation of 1.33 lakh
mangroves on 30 hectares of
land and deposited more
than `4.83 crore towards
mangrove compensatory
afforestation, apart from
other payments required
under forest clearance condi-
tions. With this clearance,
key pending issues affecting

project implementation have
been resolved, and it is now
poised to move ahead at full
pace, the Vadhvan Port
Project Limited (VVPL) said in
a release on Wednesday.

VVPL Chairman and
Managing Director Gaurav
Dayal said the clearances
and parallel progress across
multiple workstreams mark
the beginning of a new phase
for the project. 

The momentum achieved
in approvals, infrastructure
development, and stakehold-
er coordination has strength-
ened confidence in the timely
execution of the project and
its commissioning within the
targeted timeframe, he said.

The upcoming all-weather,
greenfield port at Vadhvan
near Dahanu town in Palghar
district, located adjoining
Mumbai, is being constructed

by a special purpose vehicle
formed by Jawaharlal 
Nehru Port Authority and
Maharashtra Maritime Board.

The sprawling facility will
comprise nine container ter-
minals, each 1,000 metres
long, four multipurpose
berths, including the coastal
berth, four liquid cargo
berths, a Ro-Ro berth, and a
Coast Guard berth.

T h i s  m e g a  p r o j e c t
involves the reclamation of
a 1,448-hectare area in the
sea and the construction of
10.14 km of offshore break-
water and container/cargo
storage areas.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi laid the foundation
stone for the Rs 76,220 crore
port project on August 30,
2024. It is projected to be
among the top 10 container
ports in the world.

Vadhvan Project: Bombay HC clears mangrove removal

Ayodhya donation row: SC to take up plea
for fair, time-bound probe on June 29
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Supreme Court  on
Thursday asked a petitioner
to mention before it on June
29 his plea seeking registra-
tion of an FIR, and a fair and
time-bound probe into the
alleged embezzlement of
donations received at the
Ram temple in Ayodhya.

The matter was mentioned
for urgent listing before a
bench of Justices BV
Nagarathna and Joymalya
Bagchi. The petition, filed by
practising advocates Ajay
Kumar Rai and Dinesh Kumar
Yadav, said a CBI-led multi-dis-
ciplinary special investigation
team (SIT) should investigate
the alleged financial irregular-
ities and other purported ille-
galities concerning the affairs
and administration of the Shri
Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust.

On Thursday, one of the
petitioners mentioned the
matter and urged the bench
that the plea be listed for
hearing on June 29.

“This is a PIL (public interest

litigation) and it relates to the
Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust. It has been
numbered but no date is
shown,” the petitioner said.

The bench observed if there
was no deficiency in the plea,
the registry would process it.

“Please approach the reg-
istry. If the deficiency is
removed, it will be listed,” the
bench said. The petitioner said
the plea was registered and
there were no deficiencies.

When he requested that
the matter be listed for
hearing on June 29, the bench
said, “You mention it on
Monday (June 29)”.

The petition has sought
directions to the Centre, the
Uttar Pradesh government
and the Trust for constituting
and operationalising such reg-
ulatory, supervisory and audit
mechanisms as may be neces-
sary to safeguard public inter-
est and maintain the confi-
dence of millions of devotees
and donors.

“Whether or not the reports
regarding missing funds and
other alleged irregularities
concerning the Shri Ram

Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust are ultimately found to
be true, such reports have
caused deep concern among
the generations that struggled
for the restoration of the glory
of Ayodhya,” the plea stated. 

It said the SIT constituted by
the Uttar Pradesh government
has commenced its inquiry
into the matter without the
registration of an FIR or any
regular criminal case.

The plea said the veracity of
reports concerning alleged
missing funds and other pur-
ported irregularities involv-
ing the Trust ought to be inde-
pendently verified through a
professional investigation con-
ducted by a unified agency

possessing the requisite exper-
tise, resources and institution-
al mechanisms for handling
complex financial and criminal
investigations.

“Such an inquiry would
inspire greater public confi-
dence than a preliminary
probe conducted by a special
investigation team (SIT) com-
prising administrative officers
who may not possess spe-
cialised credentials in criminal
investigation,” the plea said.

It said the issues involved
not only concern the possible
commission of cognisable
offences but also directly affect
the faith, sentiments and con-
fidence of countless devotees
and the public.

On June 13, the Uttar Pradesh
government constituted the
SIT on a request from the
temple trust following allega-
tions of misappropriation of
donations received at the
Ayodhya Ram temple.

The SIT comprises Lucknow
Divisional Commissioner Vijay
Vishwas Pant, Inspector
General of Police Kiran S and
Finance Department Special
Secretary Neel Ratan.

Jharkhand HC relief to CM
in model code violation case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Ranchi

The Jharkhand High Court
on Thursday quashed crim-
inal proceedings against
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren in a case related to
the alleged violation of the
model code of conduct
during the 2014 assembly
elections.

Soren was facing prosecu-
tion before a district court in
West Singhbhum district in
connection with the case.

Justice Anil  Kumar
Choudhary set aside the
proceedings after hearing
the matter at length.

An FIR was lodged at

Adityapur police station in
2014 alleging violation of the
model code of conduct by
Soren.

The chief minister had
subsequently moved the
high court, which had
earlier stayed the criminal
proceedings against him.

During the hearing,
Soren’s counsel contended
that no violation of the
model code had taken
place and alleged that the
FIR was lodged due to
political vendetta.

The counsel submitted
that Soren had merely par-
ticipated in an election
campaign for a candidate
of his party.

Gujarat Govt told to decide on Haren Pandya’s remission plea 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Ahmedabad

The Gujarat High Court has ordered
the state government to take a deci-
sion within six months on the remis-
sion plea filed by a shooter sen-
tenced to life imprisonment in the
2003 Haren Pandya murder case.

Mohammad Ashgar Al i ,  the
shooter hailing from Hyderabad,
was arrested a few days after
Pandya, the former Gujarat home
minister, was shot dead on March 26,
2003, in Ahmedabad.

He had approached the high
court, stating that the government
was not taking any decision on his
plea for premature release made in
2025 after completing 14 years in
prison, claiming his conduct in jail
had been good. Justice MR Mengdey
on June 17 directed the state to
decide on Ali’s remission plea,
preferably within six months from

the date of receipt of the order.
“From the jail remarks submitted

on record, it appears that the process
for consideration of the case of the
petitioner for grant of remission is
underway and the opinion from

the advisory committee has also
been called for, which has been
received and the same shall be put
up before the concerned authori-
ty in the near future,” the court
stated in its order.

In view of these aspects, the
authority concerned shall take an
appropriate decision, in accordance
with law, on the application submit-
ted by the petitioner for grant of
remission, as expeditiously as pos-
sible, preferably within a period of
six months from the date of receipt
of the order, it said, while disposing
of Ali’s application.

The probe by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) showed Pandya
was killed to avenge the 2002 com-
munal riots. Ali was among 18
persons charged under various sec-
tions of the Indian Penal Code and
Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA)
for his murder. A CBI court awarded
life imprisonment to Ali in 2007. 

In 2019, the high court acquitted
all the accused, including Ali. 

However, following the CBI’s
appeal, the Supreme Court over-
turned the HC order and directed
them to surrender.

Delhi HC permits rape survivor to

terminate 28-week pregnancy
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi High Court has per-
mitted a 15-year-old rape sur-
vivor to medically terminate
her 28-week pregnancy,
observing that although the
law does not provide for
abortion after 24 weeks, such
permission can be accorded
in view of grave mental injury
and trauma inflicted upon the
mind of a minor girl.

A vacation bench of Justice
Mini Pushkarna, however,
clarified that if the child is
born alive in this case, author-
ities must offer medical assis-
tance to the baby, involve the
Child Welfare Committee,
and if so wished by the girl

and her father, give the baby
up for adoption.

The bench further direct-
ed AIIMS Delhi to preserve
the foetus’s tissue for DNA
testing, which would be
required in the criminal case.

Invoking Right to Life, the

petitioner, who filed the
plea through her father,
told the court that she
wanted to terminate her
approximately 26-28 weeks
pregnancy arising from an
incident of rape.

She submitted that con-
tinuing the pregnancy
would result  in grave
mental injury to her.

“The petitioner is permitted
to get herself admitted at
AIIMS, New Delhi on the
strength of the present order
for medical termination of her
pregnancy. Let the proce-
dure for termination of preg-
nancy be carried out by a
team of competent doctors
(as per law),” said the court in
its order passed on June 24.

HAREN PANDYA



BUSINESS 11
RANCHI | FRIDAY | JUNE 26, 2026

AI Powered
Digital Banking

Solutions

WWW.i-exceed.com

Bajaj Auto Ltd will strengthen strategically important

125cc plus domestic motorcycle portfolio, while ‘turbo

charging’ its electric scooter Chetak in FY27, amid a

volatile, uncertain and complex external environment,

Chairman Niraj R Bajaj said. The company will also look

to boost exports given the recovery across key

international markets, whilst navigating the challenges

and disruptions in global logistics, Bajaj said in the

company’s annual report for 2025-26. “As we look ahead

to FY27, the external environment remains volatile,

uncertain and complex. Geopolitical developments,

commodity inflation, supply chain disruptions and shifts

in global trade dynamics are creating challenges in the

operating environment that are particularly pronounced

as we start the new financial year,” he said.

Mumbai Port Authority on Thursday announced 63

projects worth `5,028.17 crore as part of its 154th

Foundation Day celebrations. This includes 22 projects,

totalling `3,541.29 crore, which are yet to be announced,

34 projects of `1,354.59 crore for foundation laying, and

the remaining seven projects for inauguration worth

`132.29 crore, the state-run port operator said. Delivering

his keynote address at the celebration event in the

financial capital, Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and

Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal said that institutions such

as Mumbai Port have an important responsibility in the

journey towards Viksit Bharat 2047. (PNS )

Bajaj Auto to strengthen
125cc-plus bike segment

Mumbai Port Authority to take
up projects worth `5,028.17 cr

City-based Jupiter International Ltd on Thursday

inaugurated a new 1.25 GW TOPCon (Tunnel Oxide

Passivated Contact) solar cell manufacturing unit at its

Baddi facility in Himachal Pradesh, taking its total solar

cell manufacturing capacity to 3.25 GW from 2 GW.

The company said it has invested `550 crore in setting up

the unit, which will manufacture next-generation high-

efficiency TOPCon solar cells, a technology increasingly

being adopted by the solar industry for its higher

efficiency and improved long-term performance.

The commissioning of the unit marks Jupiter

International’s transition from expanding manufacturing

capacity to scaling advanced solar cell technologies, the

company said in a statement. The latest expansion

follows the addition of 1 GW mono PERC solar cell

manufacturing capacity at the Baddi campus earlier this

year. “Commencement of production at Unit IV Baddi will

be a defining step in Jupiter’s technology journey. By

bringing 1.25 GW of TOPCon capacity into production, we

are scaling next-generation cell technology that raises the

bar on efficiency and long-term performance,” Jupiter

International CEO Dhruv Sharma said. (PTI)

Jupiter International invests
`550 cr in Himachal’s Baddi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Crude oil futures fell by `80
to `6,589 per barrel on
Thursday as improving
prospects of a US-Iran agree-
ment and rising shipments
through key export routes
eased concerns over global
supply disruptions.

Extending the slide for the
fourth straight session, crude
oil for the July delivery
slipped by `80, or 1.2 per
cent, to `6,589 per barrel in
a business turnover of 5,847
lots on the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX). The August
contract also weakened by
`76, or 1.14 per cent, to `6,587

per barrel in 2,023 lots on the
MCX. Analysts said the selloff
comes as market partici-
pants increasingly bet that a
potential  agreement
between Washington and
Tehran could pave the way
for additional Iranian crude
exports and reduce risks to
shipments through the Strait
of Hormuz, a critical route
for global oil trade. 

“ M C X  c r u d e  s l i p p e d  
more than 1 per cent as
improving prospects for a
US-Iran agreement eased
supply concerns,” Pinky
Y a d a v ,  C o m m o d i t y
Fundamental Analyst at
Choice Broking, said.

Growing confidence in a

lasting peace deal  has
encouraged increased
tanker movement through
the Strait of Hormuz, while

crude exports from the
Middle East and West Africa
have increased, helping alle-
viate concerns over supply

disruptions, she added. The
weakness also reflected in
the international markets.
Brent oil futures for August
contract fell 1.55 per cent to
$72.60 per barrel on the ICE,
and West  Texas
Intermediate crude oil was
trading 1.25 per cent lower at
$69.46 per barrel on the
NYMEX. “Crude oil prices
extended their decline, with
WTI falling below $70 per
barrel and erasing most of
the gains recorded during
the conflict in West Asia,”
Yadav said. 

She added that a tempo-
rary US waiver permitting
purchases of already-loaded
Iranian crude cargoes is

expected to bring addition-
al barrels into the energy
market ,  further  easing
supply tightness. 

“The increased availabili-
ty of crude has outweighed
supportive inventory data
from the US, where stock-
piles fell to their lowest level
since 1984. 

“As a result, global oil
prices have declined sharply
from their wartime highs
amid improving supply con-
dit ions,”  Yadav added.
Traders are closely watching
developments in the US-Iran
negotiations and crude flows
through the Strait of Hormuz
for fresh cues on oil price
direction. 

Jewellery demand in India resilient
despite high gold prices: Indriya CEO
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Jewellery demand in India
remains resilient despite
volatility in gold prices and
consumers rather adapt to
new buying patterns instead
of deferring purchases, said
Sandeep Kohli, CEO of Indriya,
the jewellery retail brand of
Aditya Birla Group.

“Volatility in any kind of
pricing is not something con-
sumers like. When there is
too much volatility in gold
rates, consumers tend to
hold back purchases. But the
demand does not go down,”
Kohli told PTI. Gold jewellery
continues to occupy a special
place in consumers’ hearts
because purchases are often
associated with weddings,
festivals and other signifi-
cant occasions, he said.

In the last six months, the
demand for gold and value
sales have been good. People
have bought gold for wed-

dings and during festivals,
including Akshaya Tritiya, he
said. However, he acknowl-
edged that soaring gold
prices have prompted con-
sumers to modify their
buying patterns.

“... if the gold price has
gone up to the extent that it
has gone up just now, it is
but obvious that consumers’
budgets have not increased
by that much. So, then con-
sumers change their behav-
iour. They change the way
they are buying... They may
stretch it a bit,” he said.
There are reports that con-

sumers are moving beyond
the traditional preference
for 22-carat gold jewellery
and opting for lower-purity
variants, such as 18-carat
and 14-carat. According to
Kohli, this is not a “down-
trading” but a “smart adjust-
ment” by consumers seeking
to balance affordability with
design and aesthetics.
Besides gold, the company is
focusing on expanding its
play in diamonds, which
account for roughly 10 per
cent of the Indian Jewellery
market, estimated at around
`8 lakh crore.

Andhra govt signs MoU with Airbound to
build large-scale drone delivery network
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Amaravati/New Delhi

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing with Bengaluru-based
aerospace company,
Airbound, to launch a large-
scale drone delivery network
across the Amaravati Capital
Region, targeting 10,000 drone
flights a day to expedite the
movement of healthcare sup-
plies, commercial goods and
other critical consignments.

The agreement, signed
between Andhra Pradesh
Drone Corporation (APDC)
and Airbound, seeks to
develop one of the world’s
largest commercial drone
delivery ecosystems while
strengthening future-ready
logistics infrastructure and
positioning Andhra Pradesh
as a global drone hub, accord-
ing to a company statement.

“The MoU envisages the

development of a large-scale
drone delivery network
across the Amaravati Capital
Region, with both partners
targeting 10,000 drone
flights a day to strengthen
logistics and accelerate the
movement of healthcare
supplies, commercial goods
and other critical consign-
ments,”  said Airbound
Founder and Chief Executive
Officer Naman Pushp in a
press release. 

The MoU was signed by
APDC Managing Director and
Chairman Geetanjali Sharma
and Pushp in the presence of
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan
Naidu.  Under the proposed

Amaravati Capital Region
Drone Delivery Network
(ACR DDN), Airbound will
collaborate with stakehold-
ers across the healthcare,
logistics and e-commerce
sectors  to connect
Amaravati, Vijayawada and
Guntur region through
drone operations. 

The initiative is expected to
commence with operations
in Guntur before being scaled
up across the state over the
coming year, he said.

Pushp said the network
will be powered by the
company’s blended-wing-
body tailsitter aircraft built
using lightweight carbon
fibre, adding that weighing 1.5
kg, the aircraft offers a
payload-to-weight ratio of
1.5:1 compared with the
industry standard of 4:1,
enabling deliveries at costs of
up to 20 times lower than
conventional logistics
methods.

Tata Motors CEO sees West Asia war as brief hurdle to CV demand
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

The implications of West
Asia war, specially diesel
price hike, will have a short-
term impact on domestic
c o m m e r c i a l  v e h i c l e
demand, which is expected
to grow in single digit this
fiscal but India’s macro-
economic growth will help
overcome it in the long
term, Tata Motors Ltd MD &
CEO Girish Wagh said on
Thursday.

Terming fuel price hikes
and increase in cost of com-
modities as “cyclical head-
winds”, he said those will
lead to some changes in the
q u a r t e r l y  a n d  a n n u a l
demand but in the long
term “India growth story

will lead to increase in road
freight, and therefore the
c o m m e r c i a l  v e h i c l e
demand”.

“We do have short-term
headwinds. The Middle East

crisis, the resultant increase
in oil prices, and the final
resultant but reduced inten-
sity increase in diesel prices
-- it is a headwind,” Wagh
told reporters in an interac-

tion. Noting that commod-
ity cost increase is also a
headwind, he said adding
“but we believe that these
are more cyclical head-
winds”.

Presenting a bullish long
term outlook, Wagh said,
“The GDP growth, industri-
al index of production, the
way it has been growing,
the growth in manufactur-
ing, growth in consump-
tion, growth infrastructure
investments, we believe
t h e s e  a r e  s t r u c t u r a l  
tailwinds.”

He further said, “From
that perspective, in the
longer term, the tailwinds
will have their effect more
than headwinds and there-
fore, in the longer term,
the industry will grow.”

Stating that freight growth
on road is very closely
linked to GDP growth, he
said,”Till the time we see
GDP growth happening in
the range of 6-8 per cent, we
should see a healthy growth
in road freight.”

Overall, he said,”The cycli-
cal headwinds will lead to
some changes in the quar-
terly demand, or even for
that matter the annual
demand, but I think in the
long term India’s growth
s t o r y  w i l l  l e a d  t o  a n
increase in road freight,
and therefore the commer-
cial vehicle demand.” Wagh
also highlighted that a
stable regulatory road map
will also help in the long
term growth of the CV
industry. 

Suzlon bags 400 MW wind energy
project order from Tata Power in AP
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Suzlon on Thursday said it
has secured a repeat order
from Tata Power to con-
struct a 400 MW wind energy
project in Andhra Pradesh.

The partnership with Tata
Power across Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu
and Andhra Pradesh has
crossed over 1 GW mark,
Suzlon said in an exchange
filing. As part of the new
project, Suzlon will install 127
S144 series wind turbine gen-
erators (WTGs), each with a
rated capacity of 3.15 MW.

The company will deliver
the project through its EPC
(Engineering, Procurement

and Construction) offering,
covering land acquisition,
balance-of-plant, the extra
high voltage line, commis-
sioning, and operations and
maintenance services.

Girish Tanti ,  Vice
Chairman, Suzlon Group

said, “Over the past two
decades, our partnership
has evolved from individual
projects to advanced hybrid
and round the clock renew-
able energy solutions that
support the country’s energy
transition vision.”

Gold futures rebound on value buying after steep sell-off
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Gold futures recovered mar-
ginally on Thursday, rising
`405 to ̀ 1.41 lakh per 10 grams
as traders resorted to value
buying after a sharp selloff,
even as concerns over a
strong dollar and the US inter-
est-rate outlook kept senti-
ment cautious.

On the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX), the yellow
metal for August delivery
increased by ̀ 405, or 0.29 per
cent, to ̀ 1,41,675 per 10 grams
in a business turnover of
10,375 lots. Despite the recov-
ery, the precious metal
remained near a six-month
low after plunging `5,259, or
3.6 per cent, in the previous

session to settle at `1,41,270
per 10 grams. Gold was last
seen around these levels on
December 16, 2025, when it
traded at `1,41,600 per 10
grams on the MCX.

“Gold prices have seen a
slight uptick on Thursday,
reflecting a modest gain in the
domestic commodities

market amid gains in the
overseas trade,” Gaurav Garg,
Research Analyst at Lemonn
Markets Desk, said. The
domestic commodities
market will remain closed in
the morning session on Friday
on account of Muharram. In
the international markets,
Comex gold futures for August

delivery fell $11.30, or 0.28 per
cent, to $3,997.50 per ounce,
slipping below the key $4,000-
an-ounce level for the first
time in more than eight
months. The yellow metal
was last quoted near these
levels on October 2, 2025,
when the trading value stood
at $3,980.8 per ounce.

“Gold prices declined on
Thursday, slipping below the
key psychological level of
$4,000 per ounce, driven by a
stronger US dollar and rising
expectations of further inter-
est rate hikes by the Federal
Reserve, which weighed on
investor sentiment and
reduced the appeal of assets
such as gold,” Deveya Gaglani,
Senior Research Analyst -
Commodities, Axis Direct, said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Housing sales rose 19 per
cent to 1,12,458 units during
April-June across the top nine
cities despite global econom-
ic uncertainties, according
to PropEquity. Sales stood at
94,864 units in the year-ago
period across the nine cities
— Mumbai, Navi Mumbai,
Thane, Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Chennai, Pune
and Kolkata.

New supply of residential
properties rose 43 per cent
annually to 1,17,609 units
during the April-June period.

PropEquity founder and
CEO Samir Jasuja said, “The

Indian housing market has
remained resilient despite
the geopolitical uncertain-
ties in the Middle East.
Southern markets continue
to lead growth, while
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai
have also seen strong
demand. Although some
regions such as Thane and
Delhi-NCR have witnessed
relatively softer activity,
overall market sentiment
remains positive”. 

According to the data, the
housing sales in Bengaluru
rose to 21,516 units in April-
June from 14,676 units in the
year-ago period.  In Chennai,
sales increased to 6,323 units
from 5,354 units.  Sales of res-

idential properties in
Hyderabad rose to 14,410
units from `11,815 units.
Mumbai saw sales rising to
10,561 units from 8,006 units,
while Navi Mumbai witnessed
housing sales growing to
11,029 units from 6,833 units. 

In Thane, the sales grew to

16,386 units from 14,832 units.
Housing sales in Pune rose

to 18,737 units from 17,196
units.  However, sales in
Delhi-NCR fell to 10,082 units
from 11,703 units.  In Kolkata,
the sales declined to 3,414
units in April-June from 4,449
units in the year-ago period.

SEBI resolves over 5,500
investor complaints in May
via SCORES platform

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

SEBI has disposed of more
than 5,500 investor com-
plaints through its online
grievance redressal plat-
form SCORES in May, the
capital markets regulator
said in a public notice on
Thursday. As many as 10
complaints are pending for
more than three months
on SCORES as of May-end,
involving entities such as
KFin Technologies Pvt Ltd,
Secur Credentials Ltd and
Eastern Investments Ltd,
according to SEBI data.

The regulator’s grievance
platform received 4,918
fresh complaints in May,
while 5,548 complaints
were resolved during the
period. As a result, the
number of pending com-
plaints declined from 6,167
to 5,537 as of May 31, 2026.

The regulator also report-
ed that entities took an
average time of five days to

submit the action taken
reports (ATRs) on investor
complaints during April,
while the average resolution
time for first-time level
review complaints stood at
eight days.

SEBI clarified that the
pending complaints figure
also includes complaints
where entities, designated
bodies have submitted their
ATRs to investors within the
stipulated time, but the
complaints remain pending,
giving opportunity for the
investors to seek a review if
they are dissatisfied with the
response. Under SCORES 2.0,
complaints are automati-
cally forwarded to the entity
concerned, and they have 21
days to submit the ATR to
the investor.

If investors are not satis-
fied with the response, they
can seek a first-level review
within 15 days, following
which the complaint is
examined by a designated
body and submit the ATR.

Crude oil futures fall over 1% amid Iran deal optimism

‘Housing sales rises 19% in Apr-Jun across 9 cities’
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Conservative outsider
Abelardo de la Espriella,
a millionaire political
neophyte, will be
Colombia’s next
president after electoral
authorities on
Wednesday declared him
the winner of Sunday’s
runoff election. The
businessman and lawyer,
whose ventures include a
clothing line, wine and
rum brands, and a
restaurant, earned US
President Donald Trump’s
endorsement despite
never having run for
office. He defeated
progressive lawmaker
Ivan Cepeda by 1
percentage point, or
more than 2,51,000
votes. The result
effectively was an
indictment of outgoing
President Gustavo Petro’s
government, whose
policies Cepeda had
promised to continue,
including a largely failed
effort to establish
dialogue with multiple
armed groups.

Trump-backed
candidate wins

COLOMBIA

The Supreme Court
struck down a Hawaii
law requiring people to
get permission to carry
guns into stores and
hotels on Thursday, in its
latest opinion backing
Second Amendment
rights. The high court’s
6-3 decision means
people can carry guns
onto privately owned
property like shopping
malls and gas stations,
unless the owners
specifically say guns are
banned at their
establishments. It comes
shortly after the court
found that marijuana
users can’t be
completely banned from
owning firearms. It’s a
win for President Donald
Trump’s Republican
administration, which
argued the law violates
the Second Amendment.
The measure was
sometimes referred to as
a “vampire rule” because
it required people with
guns get permission to
enter, like vampire lore
says bloodsuckers need
an invitation to enter 
a home.

Hawaii gun law
struck down

USA
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LINDSAY WHITEHURST
n Washington

The Supreme Court on
Thursday allowed the Trump
administration to end legal
protections for migrants
fleeing violence and natural
disaster in Haiti and Syria,
exposing hundreds of thou-
sands more people to poten-
tial deportation.

The 6-3 decision overturns
lower court orders and
allows the Department of
Homeland Security to swiftly
end temporary protected
status, a program that pro-
tects a total of 1.3 million
people from 17 countries. 

The Trump administration
argued that judges can’t

second-guess immigration
officials’ decisions about the
protections, which were
intended to be temporary. 

Immigration attorneys
said the countries remain
unsafe to return, and the
administration ended them
in an unlawfully hasty
process tinged by racial

animus. During his 2024 pres-
idential campaign, Trump
amplified false rumors that
Haitian immigrants were
abducting and eating dogs
and cats.

The Justice Department
appealed to the Supreme
Court after judges postponed
the end of the program for

about 350,000 Haitians and
6,000 Syrians. The high court
sided with the administra-
tion before and allowed the
end of the program for
people from Venezuela.

Federal authorities deny
that racial animus played a
role. They also cited a
Supreme Court decision from
Trump’s first term that reject-
ed bias claims based on his
social media posts and
upheld a travel ban on
several Muslim-majority
countries.  DHS has ended
the protections people from
13 countries since Trump
returned to the White House
in January 2025, including
some that had been in place
for more than a decade. 

The terminations were
made even though coun-
tries like Haiti and Syria
remain dangerous, immigra-
tion attorneys said. Four
Haitian women who were
deported from the United
States in February were
found beheaded and
dumped in a river several
months later, lawyers said in
court documents.

The House passed legisla-
tion with a rare bipartisan
vote in April that would
extend protections for
Haitians, though the bill has
languished in the Senate. 

The US first granted protec-
tions to Haitians in 2010 after
a catastrophic earthquake,
and extended them multiple

times amid ongoing  gang vio-
lence that has displaced more
than a million people, accord-
ing to court documents.

Syrians, meanwhile, were
first granted protected status
in 2012, during a civil war that
lasted for more than a
decade before the fall of
President Bashar Assad’s gov-
ernment in late 2024. 

TPS was created by
Congress in 1990 to prevent
deportations to countries suf-
fering from natural disasters,
civil strife and other instabil-
ity. It allows people already
in the country to stay with

work permits in increments 
of up to 18 months, but it
doesn’t provide a path 
to citizenship. (AP )

SC allows Trump administration to end legal protections for Haitians, Syrians

SAGAR KULKARNI
n Washington

The US has assured India that
access to artificial intelligence
technologies, once provided,
will not be cut off, a top
bureaucrat said Thursday,
asserting New Delhi believes
the sector still needs innova-
tion and it’s not yet time to
regulate it yet.

S Krishnan, Secretary
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology,
while interacting with the
media on the sidelines of the
two-day Pax Silica Summit
here, said the Americans were
concerned about the potential
use of AI models such as
Anthropic and Mythos and
their impact.

Krishnan and K Nagraj
Naidu, Additional Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs,
on Wednesday met Jacob
Helberg, the US Under
Secretary of State, who is
driving the Pax Silica initiative
to ensure alternate supply
chains in the area of critical
minerals and rare earths — a

sector dominated by China.
The Pax Silica initiative aims

at strengthening the security
of supply chains in key tech-
nology sectors.

“On the AI models, the
American concern is funda-
mentally how these models
could potentially be used and
what could be the potential
impact. They were looking at
a review mechanism for some
of this internally before they
are released,” Krishnan said.

“But I think there was an
understanding and something
that they certainly mentioned
that access to technology,
once it is provided, will not be
cut off. I think that was
ensured,” Krishnan said.

“We have to sort of ensure
that there are certain areas
where the global economy
today needs reliable and
resilient sources of supply,” he
said. “If you become over
dependent and I think that’s
what geopolitics and also
things like the COVID pan-
demic have taught us, that you
don’t become over-reliant on
one source of supply,” he said.

MARI YAMAGUCHI n Tokyo

A powerful earthquake struck
off the northern coast of Japan
during rush hour on Thursday
morning, but the country’s
meteorological agency said
there was no danger of a
tsunami and no serious
injuries were reported. 

The temblor shook dozens
of towns across northeastern
Japan and was even mildly
felt in the capital, Tokyo. It hit
in an area where strong
earthquakes have repeated-
ly been reported in recent
months, including one that
triggered a weeklong mega-
quake caution advisory in
December.  In the town of
Hashikami, a school principal
recounted how her car shook

sideways when the quake
struck as she was driving to
work. Children already gath-
ered at the school were safe,
she said, though some were
crying in fear. 

The quake - off the eastern
coast of the Iwate prefecture
— had a magnitude of 7.2,

upgraded from an initial
reading of 6.9, the Japan
Meteorological Agency said. 

Its depth was about 50
kilometres (30 miles), the
agency said.  The U.S.
Geological Survey also
reported the quake, giving
its magnitude as 6.9.  (AP )

KAREEM CHEHAYEB n Beirut

Shiite Muslims around the world on
Thursday marked Ashoura, a holy day sym-
bolising sacrifice and martyrdom that holds
special significance for many this year
after months of war in Iran and Lebanon.

Ashoura commemorates the martyrdom
of Imam Hussein, grandson of the Prophet
Muhammad, at the Battle of Karbala in 680
AD Imam Hussein was killed with his family
and companions after refusing to pledge
allegiance to the Umayyad caliphate.

The event cemented the schism between
Sunni and Shiite Islam and remains a pow-
erful symbol of resistance against oppres-
sion and injustice.

This year, Ashoura comes after months
of war in Iran and Lebanon, homes to two
of the world’s largest Shiite populations.
Iran and the US this week launched talks
aimed at finalising a fragile ceasefire agree-
ment. On the first day of the war on Feb. 28,

Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, was killed in an Israeli airstrike.
The 86-year-old Khamenei was not just
Iran’s top political leader. 

He also had a final say on all religious
matters and was revered by millions of
Shiites worldwide. Ashoura comes just
days before his funeral procession. (AP )

JON GAMBRELL / 
MATTHEW LEE n Dubai

Several tankers made their
way out of the Strait of
Hormuz on Thursday using a
new route promoted by a UN
maritime agency. Iran has
threatened vessels using the
path, which runs along the
coast of Oman.

The opening of an alterna-
tive passage through the vital
waterway would relieve pres-
sure on the world economy
and remove Iran’s main
source of leverage in ongoing
peace talks with the United
States. US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, on a visit to the
Gulf to reassure American
allies, said Washington was
committed to the new route.

Traffic through the strait
has increased but is still well
below prewar levels. Oil on
Thursday briefly dipped
below its last prewar price of
just under $73 per barrel, a
sign that the market believes
the situation is improving.

The two sides are still
debating terms of an interim
peace deal — from getting
ships through the narrow
mouth of the Persian Gulf to
the future of Iran’s stockpile
of highly enriched uranium. 

Under the memorandum
of understanding signed last
week, the US and Iran agreed
to a 60-day period to iron out
the details. As talks are held
behind closed doors, US
President Donald Trump and
Iranian leaders have seemed
to negotiate in public, trading
threats and claiming conces-
sions the other side denies.

The flare-up of fighting in
Lebanon between Israel and
Iranian-backed Hezbollah
militants has meanwhile

threatened the wider truce.
Israel’s first airstrike on
Lebanon since a ceasefire
took effect over the weekend
killed two people on
Wednesday, according to
Lebanon’s state-run news
agency. 

The oil tankers, led by the
Stoic Warrior vessel, sailed
along the coast of the United
Arab Emirates and then
Oman early Thursday,
passing by Oman’s
Musandam Peninsula fairly
close to the shore. The route
was laid out by Oman and the
International Maritime
Organisation, a UN agency. 

North of the route is the
Traffic Separation Scheme
corridor, in the center of the
strait,  where ships had
moved through freely before
the war, transporting about
a fifth of all the world’s oil and
natural gas. 

Iran said it mined that
passage after the US and
Israel attacked it on Feb. 28,
and at least one mine has
been sighted there. Though

some ships had been getting
out of the strait, with US mil-
itary support, the UN agency’s
effort is the latest to free
trapped vessels. The ship-
ping company Maersk said its
container ship, the Maersk
Baltimore, and another char-
tered vessel had also made it
out of the strait on Thursday.

Last week, 125 vessels
crossed the strait, up from 33
the week before, according to
marine data and analysis
firm Lloyd’s List Intelligence. 

According to
S&amp;P Global, Wednesday
saw 78 transits, the most
since the war began. Among
the vessels were 10 crude oil
tankers, including five out-
bound large carriers that can
carry up to 2 million barrels
of oil.

Still, that daily total is
below the average of 130 or
more from before the war.

“Opportunistic operators
- and there are many of them
- emboldened by the lower
transit risk, or at least the per-
ceived lower transit risk, have

begun chasing the backlog of
trapped cargoes that built up
during the conflict,” said
Richard Meade, editor-in-
chief at Lloyd’s List.

The naval arm of the
Revolutionary Guard, apparent-
ly reacting to the new shipping
route and increased traffic,
issued a warning Thursday,
carried by Iran’s state-run IRNA
news agency. (AP )

DDuubbaaii:: Rubio met with

foreign ministers from the

six-nation Gulf Cooperation

Council to assure them that

their interests would be

protected in any agreement

with Iran. Those countries,

including major energy

producers reliant on the

Strait of Hormuz for

exports, came under attack

by Iran after the start of

the war.

“There is no part in this

deal that’s undertaken that

in any way undermines the

security, the stability or the

prosperity of any of our

partners in the Gulf region,”

Rubio said at the meeting

in Bahrain, home to the US

Navy’s 5th Fleet. He later

told journalists the US and

Gulf allies would ensure

there would be no fees

charged on ships moving

through the strait. He also

criticized Iran’s hard-liners

for going “on their official

media and making all kinds

of pronouncements” that he

described as not true. 

He said the US wanted

to make sure the Oman

route continued for ships

to transit the strait. “If

that stops, then we’re

going to have a problem,”

Rubio said. (AP )

NO TOLLS ON SHIPS: US

Oil tankers use new route through
Hormuz despite Iranian threats

SAJJAD HUSSAIN  n Islamabad

Pakistan has said talks between the US and
Iran are expected to resume next week. In
a statement issued late on Wednesday,
Pakistan’s foreign office spokesperson Tahir
Andrabi said “parties are on the table” and
that the process was going on.  
The US and Iran last week signed a memo-
randum of understanding aimed at restor-
ing peace in West Asia. 

Earlier this week, they engaged in tech-
nical-level talks in Switzerland’s
Burgenstock, in the presence of mediators
Pakistan, which has signed the memoran-
dum as a “guarantor”, and Qatar, following
which they agreed on a roadmap towards
a final peace deal in 60 days.

“Talks are continuing. I believe that the
talks will resume next week, probably on
Tuesday... Basically, this is a temporary gap,
and it is not as such a break,” Andrabi was
quoted as saying in the statement.

“Our delegation was there in Burgenstock
for the 22nd June talks. I understand that our

delegation will also be there when the talks
resume next week,” he added.

He also said the expected resumption of
talks between the US and Iran next week
was a “positive development”. 

However, the US and Iran have not 
yet said anything on the possible resump-
tion of talks.

Iran-US peace talks expected to

resume next week, says Pakistan 

ADITI KHANNA n London

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday said that the trade
pact with the US is “very
close”, but it cannot come into
force unless India secures a
competitive tariff advantage
over its competitor nations.

“The day that happens,
the deal is on,” he said here
at the India Global Forum
(IGF) UK-India Week event.

Goyal is here on a three-
day official visit to discuss
issues related to the imple-
mentation of the India-UK
free trade agreement.

The minister held two-day
talks with US Trade
Representative Jamieson

Greer in New Delhi this week
on the first phase of the
India-US bilateral trade
agreement (BTA).

However, a statement by
the commerce ministry
gave no indication that all
differences were resolved
ahead of the expiry of 10 per
cent temporary tariff on
July 24.

A free trade agreement is
fundamentally aimed at pro-
viding a comparative advan-
tage over competitor coun-
tries in terms of market
access, he said.

“And until the framework
of getting that competitive
advantage can be finalised,
we can’t enter into force a US
deal. I don’t think I can be

more transparent than
that...So that’s broadly the
discussions (between India
and the US) on how the US
will find the appropriate
tools and legal backing to
give us that competitive
advantage over our com-
petitors,” he added.

When the framework of
the first phase of the BTA was
finalised, India had a compar-
ative advantage over its com-
petitor countries, such as
ASEAN nations (Indonesia,
Malaysia,  Singapore,
Thailand, Philippines, Brunei,
Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar,
Cambodia),  Sri  Lanka,
Pakistan and Bangladesh.

Under the framework, the
US had announced an 18 per

cent tariff on Indian goods.
At that time, tariffs on
India’s competing countries
ranged from 19 to 20 per
cent. But now, all countries
face the same 10 per cent
additional levy. 

“There is always a little
give and take (in an agree-
ment),” he said, adding, “We
are very close” to the deal.

Suggesting that the India-
United States trade deal was
99 per cent complete, US
Ambassador Sergio Gor, on
June 3 in Mumbai, said that
both sides were trying to
resolve the remaining “1 per
cent” sticking points and
expected the long-awaited
pact to be inked within the
next several weeks. (PTI )

Very close on trade deal with US; competitive tariff advantage important for India: Goyal

Pax Summit: India, US
discuss tech supply chains

Powerful quake hits North Japan;
no Tsunami warning issued

Shiite Muslims mark holy day of Ashoura
after months of war in Iran, Lebanon

Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology S Krishnan,
right, and US Under Secretary of State Jacob Helberg at the second Pax
Silica Summit in Washington, DC, USA PTI

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Washington

President Donald Trump
berated Senate Republicans
face to face on Wednesday for
allowing a vote to block his
war in Iran, further escalating
a feud that has diverted GOP
efforts to focus on election-
year affordability issues and
brought much of the
chamber's business to a halt.

Invited by Florida Sen Rick
Scott to speak at a GOP lun-
cheon in the Capitol, Trump
had signalled ahead of time
that he would use the
closed-door meeting to push
senators to pass his proof-of-
citizenship voting bill. But
the conversation was more

focused on Tuesday's vote to
approve the war powers
resolution, a mostly symbol-
ic measure that allows
Congress to rebuke the
administration's military
actions. The House passed
its own version of the reso-
lution earlier this month. 

Trump had particular
words for the four
Republican senators who

voted with Democrats on
the measure -- Republicans
Lisa Murkowski of Alaska,
Susan Collins of Maine, Rand
Paul of Kentucky and Bill
Cassidy of Louisiana — after
calling them “losers” on
social media. 

Most Republicans stayed
quiet. But Cassidy, who lost re-
election in his primary last
month after Trump endorsed
an opponent, stood up and
defended his vote.  “I stood
and said, You have not told the
American people what's going
on,” Cassidy told reporters
after the meeting. “This was
supposed to last four weeks,
it's lasted four months. Our
original objectives have not
been achieved” he added.

Trump clashes with senate GOP
over vote to block war against Iran

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio with Bahrain's Foreign Minister AP

Union Minister Piyush Goyal during the India Global Forum (IGF) UK-India Week in London AP

Tahir Andrabi
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Thimphu

India on Thursday handed
over the fifth tranche of `250
crore to Bhutan for its
Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP), the Indian
Embassy said. This brought
the total disbursed amount
so far to `1,250 crore out of
India’s committed support of
`1,500 crore for the ESP.
India routinely funds projects
in the neighbouring
Himalayan nation. Over 30
per cent of the capital
expenditure in Bhutan’s
budget for 2026-27 will be
supported through grants by
the Indian Government. On
Thursday, New Delhi’s
Ambassador in Thimphu,
Sandeep Arya, handed over
an `250-crore cheque to
Bhutan’s Foreign Minister

Lyonpo DN Dhungyel,
according to a press release
by the Indian Embassy.

Arya observed that India
has been fulfilling its
development commitments
to Bhutan and disbursing
funds under the 13th Five-
Year Plan (2024-2029) for
project assistance, ESP, high-
impact community
development projects and
programme grants, the
embassy said.

Dhungyel said the ESP has
contributed to Bhutan’s post-
pandemic economic
revitalisation and
employment generation. He
highlighted the ESP’s positive
impact on farmers, students,
youth, small and medium
enterprises, startups, creative
industry, hospitality and
tourism sectors, the press
release said.

India hands over `250 crore
for Bhutan stimulus plan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Colombo

The Colombo High Court on
Thursday ordered authorities

to issue summons to two
Indian nationals in an
ongoing criminal case against
Namal Rajapaksa, a legislator
and son of former president
Mahinda Rajapaksa.

SL court summons 2 Indians
in Rajapaksa son’s case

KJM VARMA n Beijing

Bangladesh and China on
Thursday agreed to strength-
en cooperation in the man-
agement of the Teesta and
other rivers.

The agreement was
reached when Chinese water
resources minister Li
Guoying called on
Bangladesh’s Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman, who is cur-
rently in Beijing, the state-run
Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) news agency
reported. Rahman, who
chose Malaysia for his first
visit abroad since assuming
office earlier this year, arrived
in the Chinese city of Dalian
from Kuala Lumpur on Jun 22,
where he attended a World
Economic Forum event. On

Wednesday, he arrived in
Beijing by a high-speed train
from Dalian and is expected
to hold meetings with
President Xi Jinping, Premier
Li Qiang and other senior offi-
cials. During his meeting
with Li, Rahman highlighted
Bangladesh’s ongoing river
excavation programme
aimed at reducing flood risks,
protecting the environment,
and ensuring the proper
management of water
resources, the report said.

In this connection, he
sought China’s support in
improving Bangladesh’s
water resource manage-
ment. Rahman also sought
Chinese technical assistance
in the Teesta management
project, the report said.

In response, the Chinese

minister assured full cooper-
ation to the Bangladesh
Government’s initiatives in
water resource manage-
ment, it said. Referring to the
a Memorandum of
Understanding signed
between Dhaka and Beijing
in 2005, as well as the visit of
Chinese water experts to

Bangladesh last year, Li said
that bilateral cooperation
between the two countries in
water resource management
is practical and research-
based. Rahman also sought
China’s assistance in pre-
venting riverbank erosion,
improving irrigation systems,
and enhancing inland water

navigation in Bangladesh,
the report said. The Chinese
minister noted that
Bangladesh could benefit
from China’s experience in
water management and
invited Bangladeshi water
experts and officials con-
cerned to receive training in
China, it said.

The Teesta project is a
sensitive issue in India-
Bangladesh relations, which
has  shown s igns  of
improvement  after
Rahman’s Government took
over in February, ending
the brief rule of an interim
Government headed by
Muhammad Yunus, during
which New Delhi-Dhaka ties
deteriorated. China has for
years shown interest in
developing the Teesta River

Management  and
Restoration Project, located
near India’s sensitive Siliguri
Corridor connecting the
mainland with the north-
eastern states. 

Against this backdrop,
India in 2024 offered techni-
cal and conservation assis-
tance for the Teesta basin,
reflecting Delhi’s efforts to
deepen cooperation with
Dhaka on transboundary
river management.

Water sharing remains a
key issue in New Delhi-Dhaka
ties. The issue has assumed
more significance because
the India-Bangladesh Ganges
Water Treaty, signed in 1996
for 30 years, to govern dry-
season sharing of the Ganges
river, is due to expire this year
unless renewed. (PTI )

Bangladesh, China agree on Teesta management 

ILLIA NOVIKOV n Kyiv

Russia is moving a significant
part of its air defences to
protect a handful of prime
targets, including Moscow, as
Ukraine’s long-range drones
continue to hammer sites
deep inside the country,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy says.

Ukraine has in recent
months stepped up its aerial
campaign against Russian
military installations and
energy facilities. Its success
has caused fuel shortages
and disrupted army supply
lines, stalling Moscow’s inva-
sion of its neighbour after
more than four years of
fighting and rattling Russian
officials. Zelenskyy said in
his daily video address late
Wednesday that Russia is
moving more air defences
to the capital as well as to
Valdai, a town some 500
kilometres northwest of
Moscow where Russian

President Vladimir Putin
has a residence, and to
protect the Kerch Bridge,
which is a vital supply route
connecting the Crimean
Peninsula with the Russian
mainland.

“In the Moscow region
alone, they have amassed
hundreds of launchers” for

air  defence missiles,
Zelenskyy said. “Nearly 90
launchers have been rede-
ployed to Valdai from other
regions of Russia.” Ukrainian
drones have recently hit
Moscow and St. Petersburg,
Russia’s second-largest city
and Putin’s hometown.
Ukraine is also trying to cut

off Crimea, the Black Sea
peninsula that Russia
invaded and il legally
annexed in 2014.

The changes, Zelenskyy
suggested, would leave
other parts of Russia vulner-
able to Ukraine’s increasing-
ly sophisticated long-range
drones, which can now fly
more than 1,500 kilometres.

“There are many difficul-
ties (for Russia), all because
Putin refuses to end his war
and to hear our proposals
for a meeting, genuine nego-
tiations, and a dignified
peace,” Zelenskyy said.
Zelenskyy has accepted an
unconditional ceasefire
demanded by US President
Donald Trump but Putin has
refused, and a year of US-led
peace efforts made no signif-
icant headway. Ukraine’s
prospects have brightened
after more than four years of
a gruelling war of attrition as
its domestic development
and production of cutting-

edge drones pin down the
bigger Russian army.

Trump, who has previ-
ously been critical  of
Zelenskyy, said at the White
House on Wednesday that
the Ukrainian leader is
“courageous” and “doing
pretty well” in the war.
Zelenskyy said he won
pledges of sustained foreign
support when he attended
a recent summit of G7
leaders, including Trump,
and that promised aid will
help further fuel Ukraine’s
intensified campaign.

“Our operation, including
the one concerning Crimea,
has been carefully planned,
and the way it is unfolding
clearly demonstrates that if
Ukraine receives exactly what
we discussed with our part-
ners at the G7 -- and that
depends on our partners’
decisions -- we will quickly
create conditions in which
Russia will be forced to
choose peace,” he said. (AP )

Russia moved air defenses to protect Moscow, says Zelenskyy 

DANICA KIRKA n London

King Charles III is expected to
become the first British
monarch to reveal his per-
sonal tax bill on Thursday as he
responds to demands for
greater transparency in royal
finances after months of
embarrassing headlines about
his disgraced younger brother,
the former Prince Andrew.

The information will be
released during Buckingham
Palace's annual briefing on the
sovereign grant, the mecha-
nism through which taxpayers
fund the monarchy, British
media reported over the
weekend. Last year, the palace
published a 159-page report
on how it spent the 86.3
million pounds ($113.7 million)
it received from the Treasury,
including funds for a major
renovation of the palace.

King Charles to
reveal personal
tax bill for
first time
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ACROSS
8 Put a skirt, mother, on at least! (7)
9 Don’t allow clutter in and stay well away
from (4,5)
13 Item of furniture from the inventory (5)
14 The cheek is tender (5)
15 He performs first in a tear-jerker (7)
16 Hemmed in by two vehicles is a large
vehicle (7)
17 Didn’t go on foot with the animals (5)
18 The cockney kept her captive in the
wood (5)
20 Ahead in the first half of the series,
which is great (5)
22 Wrapped up, as a camper will be (6)
23 It’s lucky the master’s gone to bed (6)
25 Strain to keep from (7)

27 The foreigner, I bet, will be put in the
shade (7)
30 Believe in giving commendation (6)
31 Tear when getting something from the
tool box (6)
32 Send and he’ll see how long it takes
coming back (5)
35 Half the battle is getting it in right (5)
36 Volunteer to make the bid (5)
37 Re-doing, foolishly took no notice of (7)
39 PC 99 has entered “36” (7)
41 Music suitable for the children’s
playground? (5)
42 Dig that house! (5)
43 The entrance to a day job (9)
44 The musician is good - isn’t a flop (7)

DOWN
1 Shout just before the crashing plane hits
the ground? (6)
2 Transfer to? Don't be ridiculous! (4,4)
3 Harping on, while applying the salve?
(7,2,2)
4 Loses one’s figure but doesn’t let that
stop one? (4,5)
5 Rushed the fish inside and kept it from
drying out (7)
6 However, strivers after equality want us
to be (3,3,4)
7 A whole lot of mothers and one son (4)
10 Dull, boring people from the
backwoods? (6)
11 An officer and in command (7)
12 Something to hunt with - or hunt for (6)

19 Spout about how you waive all rights
to? (7)
21 Give to, for now (7)
24 Well able to engage the enemy? (8,3)
26 Caused a great commotion, Adam and
Eve did (6,4)
28 He claims the chair is his (9)
29 Going on using public transport (2,5)
30 Not to get caught up with the thread (6)
32 Having called Nola back in, go away
(3,5)
33 I’d moored it outside, as ordered (6)
34 Most embarrassed to be worst (7)
38 Many split hairs about it being a
vegetable (6)
40 Supposing you turn up at the party
with a dog (4)

ACROSS 
4, Tot-Ems 
7, Pul-lover 
8, Is-land 
10, Ra-n-ts 
13, Pail (pale) 
14, Tin-a 
15, Palm 
16, Are 
17, Stan 
19, Ogre

21, St-arts out 
23, Deer (dear) 
24, H-OM-e 
26, Ten 
27, Trey 
29, S-n-ub 
32, Pair 
33, State 
34, M-inor-S 
35, Ki-te ma-rk
36, F-risky

DAILY SUDOKU

SOLUTION (25.6.26)HOW TO SOLVE IT 

Sudoku is a logic
puzzle where you fill

a 9×9 grid so that
numbers 1 to 9

appear once in every
row, column, and 3×3
box, using elimination
and logical deduction-

no maths involved.

DOWN 
1, Sport 
2, Glenn 
3, Toss 
4, T-rial 
5, Tell 
6, Manure 
9, Simo-OM 
11, Air 
12, T-aste 
13, Panther 

15, Pa-R 
16, Art 
18, Tar-tar 
20, Guest 
21, Sen 
22, So-y 
23, Denier 
25, Out 
28, (f-)Risky 
30, Nat-Al 
31, Becky 
32, Pots 
33, She-m

g SOLUTION (25.6.26)

Project Navbharat inspires
students through ‘Know
Your Army’ event at Sigar 

Assam prepares for National
Immunisation Day on June 28
More than a decade after India
was declared polio-free, the
country continues to undertake
intensive immunisation efforts
to protect children from the risk
of polio virus transmission and
importation. National
Immunisation Day (NID) or
often referred to as Polio
Sunday, remains a key public
health initiative to ensure that
every child aged zero to five
years receives protection
through the Oral Polio Vaccine
(OPV) in addition to the polio
vaccine doses administered
during the routine immunisation schedule. As part of the
nationwide Pulse Polio Programme this year, the State of
Assam along with the rest of the country will also observe
the National Immunisation Day (NID) on June 28, with a
target of vaccinating approximately 45 lakh children within
the age group of zero to five across all the districts.
Appealing to the people of Assam, the Minister of Health
and Family Welfare Department, Ashok Singhal, has urged
all parents to protect their child by giving them two drops of
the polio vaccine during the campaign days. The Minister
informed that the health department, with active
participation of the district commissioners, has made
elaborate arrangements in the districts for the successful
conduct of the campaign and appealed to all sections of the
society to join hands and ensure that every child of zero to
five years of age in their localities receives the vaccine for
ensuring the continued victory over polio for the state and
the country.

As part of Project Navbharat, Spearhead Division organised
an engaging ‘Know Your Army’ event at Sigar Military
Station for students and NCC cadets from Don Bosco School
and IGJ Higher Secondary School. The programme aimed at
fostering awareness about the Indian Army, inspiring
patriotism among the youth and providing firsthand
exposure to the life and ethos of a soldier. More than 100
students, accompanied by their teachers, participated in the
event and interacted closely with Army personnel. A key
highlight of the programme was an informative briefing on
Operation Sindoor, which provided participants with insights
into the professionalism, courage and operational
capabilities of the Indian Army. The students also witnessed
displays of modern weapons, surveillance and drone
systems, offering them a glimpse into contemporary military
technology and its role in modern warfare. The event further
featured live firing demonstrations and a battle obstacle
course, enabling participants to experience the challenges,
discipline and determination that define military training.
The interactive nature of the programme generated
immense enthusiasm among the students and encouraged
meaningful engagement with the Armed Forces.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Housing and Urban
Development Corporation
Ltd. (HUDCO) celebrated the
12th International Yoga Day
with great enthusiasm across
its offices nationwide. 

The main event was organ-
ised by the Ministry of Ayush
in association with the
Morarji  Desai National
Institute of Yoga, Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA), Aadya Kaushalam
Trust, and Samarpan Sewa
Trust at Ansal Plaza Park,
HUDCO Place, New Delhi.

The programme was
graced by Sanjay Kulshrestha,
CMD; M Nagaraj, DCP; Daljeet
Singh Khatri ,  Director
(Finance); and Vineet Gupta,
CVO, who inspired employees
through their active participa-
tion in the yoga session and

reaffirmed the importance
of adopting yoga as a way of
life. In line with this year’s
theme, “Yoga for Healthy
Ageing,” employees enthusi-
astically participated in activ-
ities promoting physical
fitness, mental well-being,
and a balanced lifestyle.

The celebrations extended
across all HUDCO regional
offices, reflecting the organ-
isation’s collective commit-
ment to health and wellness. 

Around 500 employees
participated in the Yoga Day
activities nationwide, under-
scoring HUDCO’s continued
focus on fostering a healthy
and inclusive workplace
culture. Through such initia-
tives, HUDCO remains dedi-
cated to promoting holistic
well-being and encouraging
sustainable practices that
contribute to the overall well-
ness of its workforce.

HUDCO celebrates 12th
International Yoga Day 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Lucknow

Punjab & Sind Bank cele-
brated its 119th Foundation
Day with great enthusi-
asm and a spirit of public
service. On this occasion,
the Regional Office,
Lucknow, took significant
steps towards expanding
banking services by inau-
gurating six new branches
and dedicating a newly
renovated model branch
to the public.

The newly inaugurated
branches include Unnao
City (Unnao), Vrindavan
Colony (Lucknow),
Jankipuram Extension
(Lucknow),  Kamta
Chauraha Chinhat
(Lucknow), Berwa (Hardoi),
and Sandila (Hardoi). In
addition, the Vikas Nagar
Branch, Lucknow, has
been upgraded and dedi-
cated to customers as a
modern model branch
equipped with enhanced
facilities.

As part of  the
Foundation Day celebra-
tions, a blood donation
camp and a free dental
health check-up camp
were organised at the
Vikas Nagar Model Branch

premises. Bank officials,
employees, and local res-
idents participated enthu-
siastically in these initia-
tives. The blood donation
camp reinforced the
message of service to
society and humanity,
while a large number of
people benefited from
health consultations and
dental check-ups.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Rajiv Kumar Bansal,
General Manager, said that
Punjab & Sind Bank has
always remained commit-
ted to supporting the
weaker and underprivi-
leged sections of society.
He stated that the bank’s
119th Foundation Day is
not only a celebration of its
achievements but also a
reaffirmation of its com-
mitment to fulfilling its
social responsibilities with
greater dedication.

On this occasion,
Avdhesh Narain Singh,
Deputy General Manager &
Regional Head, stated that
throughout its glorious
119-year journey, Punjab &
Sind Bank has consistent-
ly progressed on the
values of customer trust,
excellence in service, and
social responsibility. 

Punjab & Sind Bank
celebrates its 119th
Foundation Day 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Government has noti-
fied rules that operationalise
a new authorisation-based
framework in the telecom
sector, marking a transition
from the legacy licensing
regime. The Centre has also
notified the ‘Telecom
eServices Portal’  that 
enables the digital imple-
mentation of the provisions
of the Telecom Act.

A set of norms has been
notified under the Telecom
Act,  among them, the
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
(Authorisation for Provision of
Main Telecommunication
Services) Rules, 2025, that
effectively shift entities from
the old licence regime to a
new authorisation-based
framework.

Existing Unified Licence,
UASL, ISP,  NLD and ILD
licensees can migrate to the
new regime.

The draft of the rules per-
taining to the authorisation-
based framework was pub-
lished on September 5, 2025,
inviting objections and sug-
gestions from stakeholders

within 30 days — a window
that was later extended to
October 21, 2025.

“...comments and sugges-
tions received in that period
in respect of the said draft
rules have been considered
by the Central Government,”
the notification by the
Telecom Department said.

The rules allow any eligible
entity to apply to the govern-
ment for authorisation to
provide telecom services
either as a network service
operator, a virtual network
operator (VNO), or both.

“Any person may apply to
the Central Government
under rule 6 to obtain autho-

risation as a network service
operator or virtual network
operator or both to provide
one or more telecommunica-
tion services that are within
the scope and service area of
any authorisation specified,”
it said.

This includes unified
service authorisation for a
national service area, access
service authorisation for one
or more service areas, wire-
line access service authorisa-
tion, internet service autho-
risation for a national service
area or one or more service
areas, and long-distance
service authorisation for a
national service area.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Sonam Kalra, the world-
renowned Sufi  singer,
demonstrated how powerful
influencers can strengthen a
cause. While she enthralled
the audience at IIC with her
Sufi songs, she supported the
drowning prevention cam-
paign spearheaded by
Hemant Bala Advaita (HBA)
Foundation.

It is painful for the family
to lose the life of a younger
member to drowning, and
only parents can know what
the pain is about. It never
goes away. While stressing
the need to create aware-
ness that can prevent drown-
ing, she also urged grieving
parents not to weep over
their beloved.

“Every soul that has
passed remains with us in
spirit,” she said. To capture
this eternal connection, she
beautifully recited the time-

less verses of Mary Elizabeth
Frye, leaving the audience
with its comforting truth:
‘Do not stand at my grave
and weep; I am not there, I
do not sleep.’”

Among others who were
present to strengthen the
Drowning Prevention Mission
were former Speaker of the
Lok Sabha Meira Kumar,
India’s Waterman and
Raman Magsaysay Award
Winner Dr Rajendra Singh,
eminent Kathak dancer
Shovana Narayan, senior IAS

officer Rashmi Singh, cultur-
al visionary Sangeeta Gupta,
strategic and defence expert
Major General Karun Kumar
Sinha (Retd.), veteran journal-
ist Rakesh Sharma and
Founder and Chairman of
ANI Prem Prakash.

HBA convenor Santosh
Verma stressed the need to
create awareness about
water safety measures, and
he exhorted people to join
this mission to multiply the
efforts. There is a need for
children to know what

should be done when such
emergencies such as drown-
ing is happening. 

“By bringing together dis-
tinguished voices from gov-
ernance, culture, media,
environmental advocacy and
civil society, we hope to
encourage people to recog-
nise their social responsibil-
ity and become active partic-
ipants in preventing avoid-
able deaths,” he added.

Although the function was
organised to mark Advaitha’s
tragic death in Pawna Lake
on June 23, 2024, it tran-
scended the personal. The
HBA reminded the audience
about the tragic death of two
young boys, Satyam (18) and
Prashant (24), who drowned
in the Bawana-Munak Canal
in Delhi on Sunday after
being swept away by strong
currents while bathing. Their
families waited in anguish
late in the night, holding on
to the faint hope that their
sons would return.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A Korean delegation visited
the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) on
Thursday to explore invest-
ment opportunities in the
region. The delegation
included representatives
from the Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Resources,
Republic of Korea, the
Embassy of the Republic of
Korea, and the Korea Trade-
Investment Promotion
Agency (KOTRA).

The delegation comprised
Kim Jinsoo, Director, Ministry
of Trade, Industry and
Resources; Kang Hong Koo,
Deputy Director, Ministry of
Trade, Industry and
Resources; Sungjoong Cho,
Commercial Counsellor,
Embassy of the Republic of
Korea; Donghyon Kim,
Managing Director, KOTRA
South Asia Head Office; and
Jaewook (Jake) Lee, Executive
Director, India-Korea Business
Cooperation Desk, KOTRA.

During the visit, Shailendra
Kumar Bhatia, IAS, Additional
Chief Executive Officer,
YEIDA, made a presentation

on the investment potential
of the YEIDA region. He high-
lighted the region’s strong
connectivity, the operational-
isation of the Noida
International Airport, and the
growing presence of leading
investors such as Escorts
Kubota, HCL-Foxconn and
other prominent companies. 

He further stated that
investments in the YEIDA
region are coming in key
sectors and products such as
semiconductor chips, elec-
tronics manufacturing,
medical devices, automo-
bile components and other
emerging industrial seg-
ments, which have strength-
ened the region’s industrial
and logistics ecosystem.

Bhatia also briefed the
delegation about the pro-

posed Korean City in Sector
4A of YEIDA, planned to
attract and facilitate Korean
investment in the region.
He further shared details of
the proposed Korean City,
spread over approximately
900 acres and having
“Multiple Land Use Industry”
as its land use, with provi-
sions for industrial, residen-
tial, commercial and institu-
tional facilities. 

He also highlighted its
strong connectivity, includ-
ing doorstep access to Noida
International Airport and
proximity to Yamuna
Expressway, Eastern
Peripheral Expressway and
Dedicated Freight Corridors,
making it suitable for attract-
ing and facilitating Korean
investment in the region.

DoT notifies new telecom
authorisation norms

Music meets social impact: Sonam Kalra supports
HBA Foundation’s drowning prevention initiative

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Institutional investors on
Wednesday put in bids worth
over `1,900 crore for Indian
Railway Finance Corporation
(IRFC) shares, over-subscribing
the portion reserved for them.

Non-retail investors placed
bids for over 21.87 crore IRFC
shares, or 1.86 times of the 11.76
crore shares reserved for them.
The indicative price for the bids
is `91.10 per share, stock
exchange data showed.

The government is selling up
to 2 per cent stake or 26.13
crore shares in IRFC at a floor
price of `91/share. The OFS
includes a greenshoe option of
1 per cent stake.

Department of Investment
and Public Asset Management
(DIPAM) Secretary Arunish
Chawla said the OFS has
received “enthusiastic

response from the investors”.
“The Government has

decided to exercise the green
shoe option. Retail investors
and employees get to bid on
Thursday, 25th June 2026,”
Chawla said.

At the floor price, bids for
over 21.87 crore IRFC shares are
valued at over `1,900 crore. 

The floor price of `91/share
was set at a discount of 7.8 per
cent over Tuesday’s closing
price of IRFC shares on the BSE.

Shares of IRFC closed 6.24
per cent lower at ̀ 92.53 on the
BSE on Wednesday.

Ashok Singhal

Institutional investors put
in bids worth `1,900 cr
in IRFC share sale

Korean delegation visits YEIDA to
explore investment opportunities

Jyotiraditya Scindia
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BRIEFLY

Neymar has finally played in this World Cup, and Brazil
has a superstar back in time for knockout rounds. Neymar
checked in during the 76th minute against Scotland on
Wednesday, with the team leading 3-0 and well on its way
to clinching a spot in the knockout stage. Brazil won by that
score. His appearance wasn’t a surprise: Brazil said earlier
this week that he would be available, clearing the way for
the forward to make his debut after missing first two
matches because of right calf injury. It was his first
appearance for Brazil since 2023.

“I’m very happy to be wearing the national team jersey
again after three years,” he told, following an emotional
embrace with his family. “I feel fine physically. It was tough
being sidelined for all those days.” He did not start, and it
seemed like that was plan Brazil coach Carlo Ancelotti had
all along when he raised the possibility earlier this week
that Neymar could play as substitute. (AP )

Ermin Mahmic stripped his jersey off, darted toward the
corner of the pitch in front of Bosnia-Herzegovina’s fans and
pumped his right fist. The 21-year-old Mahmic prompted
thousands of the team’s supporters at Lumen Field to
celebrate Wednesday following his 80th-minute goal
against Qatar in a 3-1 victory that boosted Bosnia-
Herzegovina’s chances of advancing at the World Cup.

Mahmic, who had come on just past the hour mark,
received a yellow card for removing his top.

Neymar debuts in this WC as
sub for Brazil against Scotland

Bosnia-Herzegovina boosts
chances with win over Qatar

ASSOCIATED PRESS n London

Host England was first into the
Women’s Twenty20 World Cup
semifinals with a group match to

spare after beating the West Indies
by 38 runs at sweltering Lord’s on

Wednesday.
Both former one-time cham-

pions came to the matchup
unbeaten, and Danni

W y a t t - H o d g e
batted England
out of reach
with 65 off 42

balls. Wyatt-
Hodge is the

t o u r n a m e n t ’ s
leading run-scorer

with 193, averaging 65.
The West Indies can

still advance if it beats
winless Ireland in
its last group
match on

Saturday.
On the hottest

June day on record in Britain the
evening game started at 35 degrees
C and an air temperature of 41 C,
and England made an impressive
186-7, the highest women’s T20
total at Lord’s and the second
highest by a men’s or women’s side.

No team has chased down 187 at
a World Cup and West Indies was
limited to 148-5. The
required run rate was
at 10 after only two
overs and after 69-4
in the 11th over the
team appeared to
have no interest in
attacking the target
despite a sloppy fielding
effort by England.

Wyatt-Hodge, who
launched the tournament
two weeks ago with a century
against Sri Lanka, smacked a 32-
ball fifty. She should have been
run out on 58 and caught on 59
and was finally run out on 65
by partner Heather Knight.

She hit eight boundaries.
“I’m happy it was my

night tonight,” Wyatt-Hodge
said. “That was the hottest
I’ve played in here in
England. Felt like
Dubai a couple of
years ago (2024
T20 World Cup).
But I enjoyed it,
we came out all
guns blazing.”

K n i g h t ,
dropped on

14, added 43 from 26 before she
was run out, too.

West Indies captain Hayley
Matthews was furious to be
given out on review on 14 in the
fourth over. There was a spike
on UltraEdge despite a clear
gap between bat and ball,
and Matthews, who argued
with the umpire because
she didn’t believe she
touched the ball, said
afterward she respected

the umpire’s decision.
Deandra Dottin

was caught in the
deep on 19 and
S h e m a i n e

Campbelle was
bowled on 20 and

the West Indies
appeared to go into
a shell.  A late

unbeaten 51 off 30 came
from Chinelle Henry when

the result was already
certain.

ASSOCIATED PRESS n London

Top tennis players at Wimbledon will
extend their protest over prize money
by limiting their media appearances
at the grass-court Grand Slam tourna-
ment next week.

The decision means the players will
only talk to media for 15 minutes after
each match during the first week of
the tournament.

The protest began at this year’s
French Open where players com-
plained that the total prize money

only made up 14.3 per cent of the clay-
court tournament’s revenue.

Wimbledon responded by hiking
its total prize money by 20 percent
this year — with the singles champi-
ons to get 3.6 million pounds ($4.75
million) each.

However, a statement put out
Wednesday by an advisory firm rep-
resenting the players said the “direct
action protest” will continue during
the first week at the All England Club.

“Players will limit their contractual
media commitments at the tourna-

ment to 15 minutes — reflecting that
Wimbledon currently pays slightly
below 15 per cent of revenues to
players as prize money — for the dura-
tion of the first  week of the
Championships,” the statement said.
“Following detailed consultation with
players across both tours, player rep-
resentatives have written to
Wimbledon’s leadership to inform
them of the planned action, while
acknowledging the welcome recent
20% increase in prize money compared
to last year’s Championships.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n London

Australia could receive a
timely boost ahead of
Sunday’s T20 World Cup clash
against India with star batter
Phoebe Litchfield set to return
from injury, and it could hand
the six-time champions a sig-
nificant edge in the high-
stakes encounter.

Litchfield suffered a calf
injury during the match

against South Africa in
Manchester earlier in the
tournament and missed the
last three games, though the
Aussies remained unbeaten.

Top tennis players to limit media appearances at
Wimbledon as protest over prize money continues

Oz may get Litchfield boost
ahead of India clash in WC

England storms into Women’s T20 World
Cup semifinals at sweltering Lord’s
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HARDIK SHARMA n New Delhi

It’s been two years since Avesh
Khan was last seen in India
colours but the injury-ravaged
pacer, who could regularly
strike at over 140kph early in
his career, remains deter-
mined for a comeback, hoping
to catch the selectors’ atten-
tion with strong Ranji Trophy
performances this season.

Avesh endured an under-
whelming run in the Indian
Premier League for Lucknow
Super Giants this season.

Currently representing
Chambal Ghariyal in the
Madhya Pradesh T20 League,
the 29-year-old missed the
domestic season last year after
undergoing a knee surgery
following the 2025 IPL. Back to
full fitness now, he is keen to
play the full domestic season
and help his team Madhya
Pradesh win the Ranji Trophy.

“Last year, I had surgery
after the IPL, so unfortunately
I couldn’t play the entire

domestic season and went
straight into the IPL. This year,
I am trying to play the full
domestic season,” Avesh told
PTI in an interview.

“I want to play red-ball
cricket. I want to win the Ranji
Trophy for my team and my
goal is to return to the Indian
team, and that will only be pos-

sible if I perform well in domes-
tic cricket. I need to take
wickets and win matches for
my team. That is my main
objective,” he added.

Avesh said he wants to focus
on strength and conditioning
while carefully managing his
workload to ensure an injury-
free domestic season.

Strong domestic show will pave my
way back to Team India: Avesh Khan

Shafali powers India to five-wicket win over Bangladesh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
nManchester

Shafali Verma bludgeoned
the Bangladesh attack with a
34-ball 53 to set up a five-
wicket win for India in the
Women’s T20 World Cup here
on Thursday, notwithstanding
another poor fielding effort
from her team. India’s
abysmal fielding in tourna-
ment thus far hit a new low as
Bangladesh managed to post
136 for eight at Old Trafford.
India, who lost to South Africa
largely due to their poor field-
ing, dropped as many as four
catches in the powerplay.

The target was very get-

table and Shafali provided a
flying start to ensure that
India got home in 16.5 overs.
There was bit of lull in the
middle overs before Jemimah
Rodrigues (26 off 15 balls)
took India close to the finish-
ing line. Having lost to South
Africa, India will need to beat
Australia on June 28 in their
bid to make the semifinals.

Smriti Mandhana fell
cheaply but Shafali single-
handedly fired India to 63 for
one in the powerplay. She
punished the spinners and
pacers with equal disdain,
unleashing the inside out
shot on multiple occasions. 

She brought her second

World Cup fifty off 29 balls in
the eighth over, taking India
on the cusp of a big win. The
explosive opener was
stumped in a rather unusual
fashion as she went for a non
existent single after under
edging a ball from Nahida
Akter in the ninth over, not
realising the wicketkeeper
had collected the ball and dis-
lodged the stumps.  Earlier, all
the four dropped catches
were rather straightforward
but the fielders made a mess
of them. Among the guilty
were Nandni Sharma, Yastika
Bhatia and Radha Yadav, who
had grassed two chances in
the loss to South Africa in the

previous game.  The biggest
beneficiary of India’s indiscre-
tion was Juairiya Ferdous,
who was dropped thrice by
the fifth over. Ferdous did hit
some fine boundaries but
failed to make the most of the
luck that came her way. After
being warned twice for
running on the pitch, Nandni,
who had dropped Ferdous
and Sobhana Mostary off suc-
cessive balls, took a sharp
return catch to get rid of
Ferdous. The opener scored 33
off 31 balls. India have been
found wanting in all depart-
ments in the tournament thus
far. The management has
been guilty of making too

many changes in the pace
department, leaving out the
likes of Kranti Gaud. On
Thursday, Renuka Thakur got
her first game of the compe-
tition and she struck in her
very first over. Opener Dilara
Akter (4) went for the pull but
could not clear Shree Charani
at deep square leg. Charani
bowled a brilliant 20th over,
picking up two wickets and
giving away only three runs. 

Unlike her fielding, Radha
(3/28) had a better outing
with the ball as she removed
opposition captain Nigar
Sultana (32 off 27 balls) and
Mostary (22 off 26 balls) in
quick succession. 

India’s Harmanpreet Kaur, right,during the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup cricket match
between India and Bangladesh in Manchester, England on Thursday PTI

India’s Deepti Sharma celebrates taking the catch of Bangladesh’s Sobhana Mostary during the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup cricket match between India and Bangladesh in Manchester on Thursday PTI
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responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group’s will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.
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