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GREAT OFFERS!

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

The Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP) launched an attack on
the Opposition, accusing it of
peddling baseless and
inflammatory claims about
the massive theft at the Ram
Temple in a blatant attempt
to create political mischief
and communal ill-will.

In a sharply-worded letter
to Ayodhya police, Alok
Kumar, the international
president of the RSS affiliate
has urged investigating
officer DSP Ashutosh Tiwari
to summon Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, AAP
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal, Samajwadi Party
leader Ram Gopal Yadav and
AAP MP Sanjay Singh to seek
evidence and name sources
in order to justify their alle-
gations or face the conse-
quences under the law.

“Nobody can be permitted
to make wild allegations
that tend to create and

promote feelings of hatred,
ill will, and enmity and get
away with it,” the letter
states. “In such a case, the
law will then take its own

course.” This comes amid an
active police probe into the
alleged theft of donations
and valuables at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya. 

Alok Kumar pointedly
noted that these leaders
appear to be “acquainted
with the facts and circum-
stances of the case” and

have even thrown around
definite figures, including
claims of a staggering
`20,000-crore scam. 

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH
n Dehradun

The Badrinath-Kedarnath
Temple Committeze (BKTC)
has set up a four-member
panel to investigate allega-
tions of irregularities in the
handling of offerings and
donations at the Badrinath
temple circulating on social
media. The issue has led to
political controversy in
Uttarakhand, following recent
allegations of irregularities in
offerings at the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya.

BKTC Chief Executive Officer
Sohan Singh Rangad said the
BKTC took note of the allega-
tions circulating on social
media on July 2. He said CCTV
footage from the temple
premises had been reviewed,
but the available footage was
not entirely clear. Rangad said
on Sunday that Chairman
Hemant Dwivedi constituted
the inquiry panel and directed
it to examine all available evi-
dence before submitting its
report within seven days. 

Rangad said the BKTC chair-
man was informed immedi-
ately because of the serious-
ness of the matter, and that
explanations were requested
from the employees involved.
Earlier on Friday, BKTC chair-
man Hemant Dwivedi clarified

that an employee being por-
trayed on social media as his
private secretary was, in fact,
a regular Government employ-
ee of the temple committee,
not his private secretary.

Dwivedi had also said that
strict action would be taken if
the allegations were found to
be true during the inquiry. 

State Congress president
Ganesh Godiyal called the alle-
gations at Badrinath Dham
serious, criticised the State
Government led by Pushkar
Singh Dhami, and demanded
strict action against those
responsible. Godiyal said the
allegations of corruption at the
Ram Temple and now at

Badrinath Dham had hurt fol-
lowers of the Sanatan faith. He
urged the State Government to
take strict action against those
responsible.

On Saturday, Godiyal and
Congress workers held a silent
protest at the Bagnath Temple
complex in Bageshwar against
the alleged irregularities in
the Ram Temple and the
Badrinath Temple.

Rangad appealed to devo-
tees and the public not to
share unverified or misleading
information until the inquiry is
complete, stating that the
matter concerns one of the
country’s holiest pilgrimage
sites and the faith of millions.

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

More than 22.10 lakh electors
were excluded from the draft
electoral rolls published on
Sunday in three states —
Odisha, Manipur and Sikkim
— following a month-long
house-to-house survey
during the first phase of the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise. Odisha topped
the list with 20.14 lakh dele-
tions, followed by Manipur
(1,58,677) and Sikkim (37,724).

According to the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
following the exercise
carried out between May 30
and June 28 this year, the

number of voters have come
down from 3,33,99,591 in the
pre-revision electoral roll to
3,13,87,034 in the draft in
Odisha. Of the 20 lakh voters
whose names were exclud-
ed from the electoral roll,
8.32 lakh died, 10.07 lakh
shifted elsewhere or
remained absent during the
exercise, and 1.58 lakh names
were found registered as
voters in multiple places.
Besides, around 14,000
voters did not return their
enumeration forms to the
booth-level officers (BLOs)
during the enumeration
phase.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Jammu

Two local terrorists believed
to be affiliated with the
banned Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) outfit remained at large
inside a dense orchard in
the Meemandar area of
Shopian district on Sunday,
even as security forces
intensified anti-terror oper-
ations during the second
consecutive day to prevent
their escape. 

A joint team comprising
the Indian Army, Jammu
and Kashmir Police, and the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) launched search
operations after surveillance
cameras first spotted the
terrorists in the orchard on
Friday. 

Over a dozen villages in
the area were cordoned off
to track down their foot-
prints. 

The trapped terrorists
have been identified as Latif
and Zakir, both residents of
Kulgam district in south
Kashmir. According to secu-
rity officials, Zakir has been
associated with the LeT
since 2024, while Latif joined
the outfit last year.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information
Technology (MeitY) on
Saturday issued a notice to
Meta on Child Sexual
Exploitative and Abuse
Material (CSEAM) advertise-
ments on Instagram, even
as it extended the deadline
for the company by three
days to July 9 on the
Whatsapp username issue. 

The development came a
day after IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw directed MeitY
officials to summon Meta
over Instagram ads alleged-
ly promoting CSEAM.

MeitY has given Meta
seven days to reply on the
issue. “MeitY has ordered
Instagram to disable all ads
and content promoting and
facilitating access to

CSEAM,” the sources said.
The latest action from

the ministry comes amid a
report by the BBC that
alleged Meta’s recommen-
dation algorithm had been

promoting videos contain-
ing child sexual abuse mate-
rial, exposing serious gaps
in the safeguards.

The BBC investigation had
also allegedly found adver-
tisements of this nature
appearing on Facebook and
Instagram, despite Meta’s
advertising policies explicit-
ly prohibiting nudity and
sexually explicit content.

Instagram is alleged to
have shown paid adver-
tisements with terms like
‘rape video’ and ‘child
video’, which directed users
to Telegram channels
where such content was
reportedly on sale.

TIKESHWAR PATEL n Raipur

When a 13-year-old Teejan
Bai stood on a makeshift
stage in a Durg village to
narrate stories from the
Mahabharata, few imagined
the tribal girl, once ostracised
for singing in public, would
become the global face of
Chhattisgarh’s folk tradition.

Standing on stage, wielding
her tambura (a stringed
musical instrument) like
Bhima’s mace, she trans-
formed storytelling into
theatre. Her commanding
voice, expressions and pres-
ence breathed life into every
character of the Mahabharata.

Teejan Bai, the legendary
Pandavani exponent who died
at 70 on Sunday after a pro-
longed illness, leaves behind

a legacy that turned an
ancient oral tradition into an
internationally celebrated art.

Her journey from a poor
tribal family in Ganiyari
village of Durg district to the
world’s biggest cultural
stages reflects extraordinary
perseverance, defiance and
artistic brilliance.

Pandavani, meaning the
voice of the Pandavas, is a
folk art form based on
Mahabharata stories.

Born in 1956 into the
Pardhi Scheduled Tribe,
Teejan Bai grew up listening
to her maternal grandfather
Brijlal narrate episodes from
the epic. Fascinated, she
memorised entire sections
while watching him perform.

At a time when women
were discouraged from per-

forming Pandavani, and
those who did sang seated in
the subdued Vedamati style,
Teejan Bai chose the dramat-
ic Kapalik style, traditional-
ly reserved for men, writer
Dharmendra Nirmal said.

Nirmal authored her 
biography Teejan Gatha in
Chhattisgarhi,  released 
last year.

She faced stiff opposition
from her family and commu-
nity during childhood, the 
51-year-old author said.

Married in childhood, she
defied her in-laws’ demand
to stop singing when they
came for her gauna (send-off
to husband’s home) cere-
mony at age 12, a stand that
led to the collapse of her
marriage. She was eventual-
ly ostracised and forced to

leave home, he said.
Living alone in a hut, sur-

viving with neighbours’ help
and borrowing utensils to
cook, she never gave up
Pandavani.

Initially, her grandfather
gave her a small stage in
Ganiyari village. Later, the
Deshmukh family from
nearby Chandrakhuri invited
her to perform at the village
square. Her shows became
so popular the engagement
stretched to three weeks as
crowds flocked from sur-
rounding villages.

She was born on April 24 or
in August, but the exact date
is unknown. Local lore says
she was born on Teej festival
day in 1956, hence named
“Teejan,” Nirmal said.

She belonged to the Pardhi

tribe, known for hunting and
making brooms and bamboo
baskets.

Despite no formal training,
she memorised all 18 parvas
of the Sanskrit Mahabharata
in just 21 days, Nirmal said.

At 17 or 18, she married
again, to a married man,
with whom she had three
sons. The marriage was trou-
bled as he allegedly abused
her after drinking. On one
occasion, he assaulted her
while she was performing,
after which she separated,
Nirmal said.

She later married harmo-
nium player Tukaram Verma,
who managed her profes-
sional engagements and
accompanied her through-
out her career, he said.

SIR: Over 22 lakh voters
dropped from three States

Two LeT ultras
cornered in J&K

Meta faces fresh scrutiny over CSEAM ads

VHP urges cops to quiz Opposition leaders
Organisation accuses party leaders of politicising Ram Temple donation embezzlement case

A voice that brought Bhima alive falls silent, her legend lives forever

RAM TEMPLE TRUST TO
REVIEW CRISIS
The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust will meet on Monday
in Ayodhya amid parallel
investigations into the alleged
embezzlement of donations, with
the resignations of general
secretary Champat Rai and trustee
Anil Mishra expected to dominate
the agenda, sources said. The
meeting at Mani Ram Chhawni,
the first since the controversy
surfaced, is also likely to review
the Trust’s administrative structure
if the resignations are accepted.
Discussions are expected on
appointing a chief executive
officer, the role of special invitee
Gopal Rao, and the future
management framework for the
Ram temple. Trust president Nritya
Gopal Das, recently discharged
from hospital after treatment for a
urinary tract infection and
breathing difficulties, is likely to
attend, while senior trustee K
Parasaran may join virtually.

THANE, PALGHAR HIT
BY DELUGE
A 17-year-old boy drowned and
two persons were injured as
torrential rains triggered structural
collapses and tree-fall incidents
across Maharashtra’s Thane and
Palghar districts on Sunday,
officials said. The teenager was
swept away by strong currents in
the swollen Kamvari River in
Bhiwandi while catching crabs
with friends. A search was
underway to trace his body. In
Navi Mumbai’s Vashi, a concrete
slab from a second-floor balcony
of Ram Niwas Building collapsed,
injuring a man and a woman. Both
were hospitalised, while fire
personnel removed the remaining
unsafe portion of the structure. In
Thane’s Diva area, five residents
were rescued after the collapse of
a staircase slab blocked the exit
of a two-storey building. Fire
brigade personnel cleared the
debris and brought all occupants
to safety. 

Accused Avinash Shukla in the temple donation misappropriation case being taken by the UP
police from a local court recently PTI

Badrinath temple early in the morning WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

A BLO verifying voter details under the SIR of electoral
rolls, in Nagpur, Maharashtra PTI
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People carrying umbrellas walk near India Gate amid rain in New Delhi on Sunday PTI
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Temple donation irregularities

claims reach Badrinath Dham

Nagpur: RSS chief Mohan

Bhagwat on Sunday said

he agrees with what the

organization’s General

Secretary Dattatreya

Hosabale said on the Ram

temple donation

embezzlement case. “Seen

the statement released by

Hosabale ji...my reaction is

also the same,” Bhagwat

told media in Nagpur.

In a statement on

Friday, Hosabale said the

alleged donation theft at

Ram temple in Ayodhya

has “deeply hurt” the

sentiments and faith of

the entire society, and

called for ensuring that

anyone found guilty after

the investigation faces

severe punishment. (PNS)
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Author and columnist Gyan
Bhadra recently presented a
copy of his latest book, ‘New
Delhi’s Diplomatic Sleight of
Hand for New World Order’,
to Devesh Chandra
Srivastava,  Special
Commissioner of Police (Law
& Order), Delhi Police here.

The book explores India’s
diplomatic outreach to the
developing world and is
based on exclusive inter-
views conducted with labour
ministers representing Non-
Aligned and other developing
countries who visited New
Delhi in 1995 for the 5th
International Conference of
Labour Ministers of Non-
Aligned and Other
Developing Countries, organ-
ised at Vigyan Bhavan.

The book revisits a signifi-
cant chapter in India’s diplo-
matic history and highlights
the country’s engagement
with the Global South during
a period of major internation-
al political, labour and eco-
nomic transition. 

Drawing on first-hand
accounts of participating
ministers, the book examines
the ideas, priorities and diplo-
matic initiatives that con-
tributed to India’s evolving
role in the emerging world
order.

During the meeting,
Bhadra briefed the special
commissioner on the
research underpinning the
book and discussed its rele-
vance in understanding
India’s diplomatic evolution
and its continuing engage-
ment with developing
nations.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi University has opened
admissions to its one-year
postgraduate programmes
for the first time, offering
graduates of its four-year
undergraduate courses a
faster pathway to a master’s
degree under the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

Admissions began on July
5 and are open exclusively to
Delhi University students
who have completed the
four-year Undergraduate
Curriculum Framework
(UGCF) 2022.

Admission to one-year
postgraduate programmes is
merit-based, following a
four-year bachelor’s degree
and meeting specific course
requirements, the universi-
ty said. Registration is being
conducted through the post-
graduate admission portal.

This move marks a key

milestone in the university’s
NEP 2020 implementation.
Under the new structure,
students who earn enough
credits in their four-year
undergraduate degree
qualify for a one-year
master’s programme,
bypassing the conventional
two-year course.

The university also
announced admissions to

its two-year M.Sc. pro-
gramme in Plant Molecular
Biology and Biotechnology
for GAT-B 2026-qualified can-
didates.

Meanwhile, the under-
graduate admissions process
is underway under the
Common Seat Allocation
System (CSAS), with the uni-
versity receiving 1,48,407
applications so far. 

A total of 62,524 candi-
dates have completed Phase
II by filling in their pro-
gramme and college prefer-
ences. The last date for sub-
mission is July 11.

For conventional two-year
postgraduate programmes,
around 9,500 admissions
have been completed so far,
the university said. 

The current entry window
will close at 11.59 pm on
Sunday, while the third allo-
cation list, including admis-
sions to performance-based
programmes such as MFA,
B.P.Ed, M.P.Ed and Music, will
be released on July 9.

The second allocation list
for B.Tech admissions has
also been declared, with
shortlisted candidates
required to accept seats by
July 8. For the five-year inte-
grated law programme, the
first spot admission round is
underway, and candidates
can apply until July 7.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The reappointment of Prof Yogesh Singh
as the Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Delhi (DU) for a second consecutive
full term marks a historic milestone in
the university’s history. For the first time
since its establishment, a vice-chancel-
lor has been entrusted with a consec-
utive second term.

Welcoming the decision, the Delhi
University Progressive Teachers’
Association (DUPTA) described it as a
visionary and historic step in the larger
interest of the university and India’s
higher education system.

An online meeting of the association
was chaired by Prof Satyapal Singh,
senior professor of Sanskrit, who joined
from Mauritius. In his presidential
address, he said that the Government of
India’s decision reflects its commitment
to recognising merit, integrity, and vision-
ary leadership. According to him, under
the leadership of Prof Yogesh Singh, Delhi
University has earned a distinct nation-
al and international reputation.

Addressing the meeting, Department
of Political Science Prof Sudhir Kumar
Singh, General Secretary of DUPTA,

stated that during the past five years,
Delhi University has witnessed remark-
able progress in academics, administra-
tion, and infrastructure under Prof
Yogesh Singh’s leadership. 

He noted that nearly 6,000 faculty
members were recruited through a
transparent and merit-based process,
while significant administrative reforms,
large-scale infrastructure development,
and a disciplined work culture have con-
tributed to an impressive improve-
ment of nearly 200 positions in global
university rankings.

Prof. Sudhir Singh expressed confi-
dence that, with his deep understand-
ing of the university’s challenges and

opportunities, Prof Yogesh Singh would
transform Delhi University during his
second term and lead it into the league
of the world’s top 100 universities
within the next five years. 

Speaking on the occasion, Prof
Chandramohan Negi from the South
Campus remarked that the grant of a
second consecutive term to a vice-
chancellor for the first time in the uni-
versity’s history reflects Prof. Yogesh
Singh’s impartial, committed, and devel-
opment-oriented leadership.

The speakers also highlighted Prof.
Yogesh Singh’s distinguished academ-
ic achievements. He holds an M.Tech. in
Electronics and Communication
Engineering and a Ph.D. in Computer
Engineering. A renowned academic in
Software Engineering, he has supervised
23 doctoral scholars, published more
than 250 research papers in national and
international journals, and authored and
co-authored several books, including
one on software testing. 

Delivering the vote of thanks, Dr
Rupesh Chauhan of Kirori Mal College
said that Prof. Yogesh Singh’s second
term would mark the beginning of a
new golden chapter in the history of
Delhi University.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi’s new Electric Vehicle
Policy goes significantly
beyond purchase subsidies,
mandating that every autho-
rised EV dealership in the city
establish at least one public
charging station within six
months of the guidelines
being notified. 

Apart from that,  a
minimum of three charging
points for two-wheelers and
three-wheelers and two for
four-wheelers, as part of a
comprehensive ecosystem
framework covering manu-
facturing standards, grid
planning, battery recycling,
and skills development.

According to a statement
issued by the chief minister’s
office, the policy’s eligibility
requirements for vehicle
incentives are tied directly to
domestic manufacturing.

Models seeking subsidies
must be manufactured in
India and comply with PM E-
DRIVE,  FAME-II ,  Phased
Manufacturing Programme,
and Production Linked
Incentive requirements,
including domestic manu-
facturing or assembly of crit-
ical components such as
battery packs, battery man-
agement systems, motors,
controllers, and chargers.
This means imported or non-
compliant vehicles will not
qualify for Delhi’s purchase
incentives regardless of
whether they are electric.

“Model approvals have
been given a defined time-
line. A dedicated committee,
which will include an expert
from a recognised vehicle-
testing agency, will verify
safety, performance, and
localisation requirements
and either approve a compli-
ant application or communi-

cate deficiencies within
seven working days. This is
designed to give manufactur-
ers and dealers predictabil-
ity rather than open-ended
approval processes,” it said.

On charging infrastruc-
ture, Delhi Transco Limited
has been designated to plan
the network at a city level
rather than through isolated
individual projects. DTL will

aggregate locations, expect-
ed demand, and electricity
load requirements across
government agencies;
conduct system-level siting
and grid-readiness assess-
ments; and set operating
standards for approvals,
timelines,  uptime, and
service quality across the
network.

A single-window digital

monitoring platform will
manage site onboarding,
approvals, monitoring, and
reporting for charging pro-
jects, addressing delays that
have historically held back
charging rollouts across
Indian cities. The platform
will also support faster clear-
ances and electricity con-
nections for public and semi-
public charging and battery-
swapping stations.

The policy plans charging
where vehicles are actually
used and parked, rather than
only at dedicated public sta-
tions. This includes commu-
nity charging facilities in
RWAs and group-housing
societies, dedicated infra-
structure for electric buses
and trucks at government
sites, EV-ready electrical
capacity in new public infra-
structure, and exploration
of energy storage and time-
of-day tariffs to reduce costs

and manage grid load.
Regarding batteries, the

Delhi Pollution Control
Committee has been tasked
with facilitating battery col-
lection centres through a
public-private partnership
model. DPCC will establish
procedures for safe 
collection, storage, and trans-
portation of batteries,
monitor manufacturer com-
pliance with Extended
Producer Responsibility
requirements, and promote
unique battery identifiers
for traceability, refurbish-
ment, second-life use, and
eventual recycling. Battery
circularity is framed as a
core part of the transition
rather than an afterthought.

On skills and employment,
original equipment manufac-
turers must disclose their
dealer and service networks
and maintain adequate after-
sales facilities across the city.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Assembly Speaker
Vijender Gupta on Sunday
attended a Sanskritik
Sandhya held at Sanvariya
Seth Tent in Sector 10, Rohini. 

The event was organised to
mark twelve years of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership, during which he
said the past twelve years
have redefined the scale and
pace of India’s development
while placing public welfare
at the centre of governance.

The event was also attend-
ed by Union Minister of State
for Housing and Urban Affairs
Tokhan Sahu, Delhi Mayor
Pravesh Wahi, and Lok Sabha
MP Yogender Chandolia.
Public representatives, social
organisations, and residents
from across the Rohini
Assembly Constituency par-
ticipated in the programme.

Gupta described the
twelve-year period as marked
by decisive governance, rapid
infrastructure development,
digital  transformation,
expanded social welfare ini-
tiatives, and a renewed
emphasis on inclusive
growth. 

He said the government’s
commitment to transparen-
cy, efficient service delivery,
and citizen-centric policy-
making has strengthened
public trust while accelerat-
ing India’s journey toward
becoming a developed
nation.

The Sanskritik Sandhya fea-
tured devotional bhajans cel-
ebrating India’s civilisational
heritage and artistic tradi-
tions, bringing together
people from diverse sections
of society.

DU opens admissions to
one-year PG programmes

Teachers’Association welcomes reappointment
of Yogesh Singh as DU Vice-Chancellor

Gyan Bhadra presents
new book to Special CP

EV policy mandates public charging stations at all authorised dealership

Speaker hails
12 years of PM
leadership

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Chandigarh/New Delhi

Two alleged shooters linked
with the Lawrence Bishnoi-
Harry Boxer gang, suspected to
be involved in the murder of
a gym owner in Haryana’s
Hansi, were killed in a police
encounter in Bahadurgarh in

the Jhajjar district, an official
said on Sunday.

The operation was carried
out by a joint team of Delhi
Police Special Cell and Haryana
Special Task Force (STF) on
Saturday night.

Officials said the two shoot-
ers — Parvesh and Himanshu
— opened fire at police teams

after they were intercepted.
Police retaliated, and the
accused sustained gunshot
injuries. When taken to hospi-
tal, they were declared
brought dead. Constable Ankit
of the Special Cell sustained a
gunshot injury to his leg during
the operation, they added.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Bahadurgarh, Mayank
Mishra, said on Sunday that
the two shooters were inter-
cepted past midnight, follow-
ing a tip-off. Haryana Police
had announced a reward of 

`1 lakh on each of the accused
in connection with the killing
of gym owner Kapil in Hansi on
June 11. 

Kapil was conducting an
outdoor exercise session with

a group of six to seven people
when he was shot dead. A
CCTV visual of the incident had
gone viral on social media.

Police said during investiga-
tion, it came to light that the
murder was allegedly carried
out by Parvesh  and Himanshu
— both residents of Hisar dis-
trict — at the behest of an
organised crime syndicate
operated by Hariram alias
Harry Boxer and Anil Pandit,
which investigators said is
associated with the Lawrence
Bishnoi gang.

2 shooters with links to Bishnoi gang killed in encounter

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A  4 8 - y e a r - o l d  m a n ,
jobless for the last two
months and under stress,
killed his wife by repeat-
edly hitting her with a
‘ t a w a ’  f o l l o w i n g  a
domestic quarrel over a
minor  issue at  their
home in the Najafgarh
area here.

Dinesh Patel, a resi-
dent of Gopal Nagar in
southwest Delhi, later
appeared before the duty
o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  B a b a
Haridas Nagar police
s t a t i o n  o n  S u n d a y
morning and informed
police that he had killed
his wife, Sarita Patel (43),
police said.

“A police team rushed
to the house and found
Sarita lying dead. They
immediately secured the
area, and FSL and the
crime unit teams inspect-
ed the spot and collected
evidence,” said the police
officer.

During the preliminary
enquiry,  Dinesh told
police that he had been
undergoing treatment
for  schizophrenia  at
Delhi’s Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital for the
past two to three years.
Police said they are ver-
i f y i n g  h i s  m e d i c a l
records as part of the
investigation.

Police also learned that
Dinesh had been unem-
ployed for the last two
months after losing his
job at an IT company.
According to police, he
appeared stressed due
to his financial situation
and frequently argued
w i t h  h i s  w i f e  o v e r
domestic issues.

“The couple married
in 2005 and have two
sons. Their elder son is
preparing for engineer-
ing entrance examina-
tions, while the younger
one is a class V student.
The children were in the
house at the time of the
incident, and investiga-

tors will record their
statements,” police said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
accused, he argued with
his wife on Saturday
night over a minor issue.
During questioning, he
told police that in a fit of
rage he picked up a tawa
(a large, flat or slightly
curved metal cooking
pan), repeatedly struck
her, causing fatal injuries
a n d  s u r r e n d e r e d  o n
Sunday.

D i n e s h  h a d  b e e n
employed with an IT
company but had report-
edly been unemployed
for the past two months.

I n v e s t i g a t o r s  s a i d
Dinesh was allegedly dis-
tressed over his family’s
current circumstances
and frequently argued
with his wife over minor
issues.

During interrogation,
he allegedly disclosed
that he had another
argument with Sarita on
Saturday night and, in a
fit of anger, struck her on
the head with a tawa,
r e s u l t i n g  i n  h e r
death.”Prima Facie, we
suspect that he mur-
dered her around 1-2am,
stayed in the house with
t h e  b o d y  a n d  t h e n
approached the police
station around 8am. His
sons were at their mater-
nal grandmother’s house
when he attacked his
wife,” a senior police
officer said.

Pol ice said the
accused’s in-laws also
reside in Gopal Nagar in
Najafgarh, and have been
informed about the inci-
dent. Police said an FIR
has been registered and
investigation is underway.

Man kills wife with

tawa in Najafgarh

Yogesh Singh
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Government
launched ‘Mission Kayakalp’
to upgrade infrastructure in
government schools, with
repairs, modern laborato-
ries, clean drinking water
facilities and campus
improvements planned
across districts to create
safer and better learning
spaces for students. 

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
said the initiative aims to
transform government
schools into modern, clean
and inspiring learning spaces
rather than limiting them to
centres of education. 

She said the programme is
being implemented with
support from district admin-
istrations, the Education
Department, CSR initiatives,
social organisations, market
associations and local com-
munities, adding that public
participation is helping
speed up the transforma-
tion of school infrastructure.

According to a statement,

the initiative focuses on
repairing school buildings,
painting and whitewashing
walls,  waterproofing,
improving rooftop drainage,
renovating toilets, installing
RO plants and water coolers,
modernising science labora-
tories, developing facilities
for children with special
needs and increasing green-
ery on campuses.

In the North district, six
government schools were
inspected, following which
two schools were selected
for development. 

At a cost of around `16.20
lakh, the sensory park for
children with special needs
at the school on
Shankaracharya Marg has
been renovated, while an RO
plant and water coolers have
also been installed. At the
government school in Roop
Nagar, the physics laborato-
ry has been modernised to
strengthen practical learning
for students.

In the South district, large-
scale improvement works
have been completed at
Ramanujan Sarvodaya Kanya

Vidyalaya, Mehrauli, at a cost
of around `48.73 lakh, and at
Sarvodaya Co-ed Senior
Secondary School, Qutub
Mehrauli, at a cost of nearly
Rs 98.58 lakh. 

The works at both schools
include renovation of toilets,
replacement of sanitary fit-
tings, repairs to wall and
roof leakages and damaged
plaster, and repainting of
the entire buildings with
high-quality weather-resis-
tant paint. Cleaning and
beautification of the campus-
es and corridors, installa-
tion of two modern water
coolers, and plantation
drives to make the school
campuses greener have also
been carried out.

In the West district, exten-
sive infrastructure improve-
ment works are underway at
government schools in
Mohan Garden and
Janakpuri under Mission
Kayakalp. At the Mohan
Garden school, works worth
around `77.71 lakh include
roof repairs and waterproof-
ing, renovation of the drink-

ing water area, installation of
a rainwater harvesting
system, improvement of the
sewer line and staff toilets,
along with other civil and
electrical works. 

At the GSKV in Janakpuri,
works worth around `38.77
lakh include waterproofing
of the MP Hall, installation of
a new RO plant and water
cooler, replacement of toilet
doors, and strengthening of
the electrical system.

In the North-East district,
major improvement works
have been completed at the
government school in
Gokalpur at a cost of around
`6.70 lakh and at Mani Ben
Patel Bharatiya Mahila
Sarvodaya Vidyalaya in
Shahdara at a cost of nearly
`2.90 lakh. 

The works at both schools
include renovation and 
deep cleaning of toilets,
replacement of sanitary fit-
tings and old taps, repairs to
seepage and damaged
plaster, and repainting of
the buildings with high-
quality paint. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A 28-year-old woman who
had been married for barely
two and a half months died
on Saturday after falling from
the third floor of an NDMC
residential complex in Delhi’s
Lodhi Colony area. 

The family of the victim
alleged that her husband and
in-laws murdered her over
dowry demands and rejected
the possibility of suicide.
However, the police said all
aspects of the incident are
being verified, and an inquiry
is underway.

The deceased has been
identified as Akriti, a resi-
dent of Pushp Vihar. She was
found critically injured after
the fall from B-Block of NDMC
Flats at Palika Kunj and was

rushed to the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences,
where doctors declared her
dead on arrival.

Akriti was working as a
sales executive at a private
company in Chhatarpur. She
had married on April 24 this
year in what the family
described as a love-cum-
arranged alliance. Her death
came less than three months
after the wedding.

Police said that since the
death occurred within seven
years of marriage, mandato-
ry proceedings have been
initiated. The sub-divisional
magistrate has been
informed to conduct the
mandatory inquest proceed-
ings as required by law.
Statements of family
members and other witness-
es are being recorded.

Her family has outright
rejected the theory that she
jumped from the third floor
on her own. Her younger
brother said the incident is
being projected as a suicide
to shield those responsible.
He described his sister as
the eldest among the siblings,
a responsible and mentally
stable person, and said the
characterisation of her death
as suicide does not reflect the
person she was.

The family alleged that
Akriti was subjected to phys-
ical assault and harassment
by her husband after the
marriage. 

They further alleged that
dowry demands were made
after the wedding and that
she was murdered by her
husband and his family
members over those

demands. The brevity of the
marriage, the family said,
makes the circumstances of
her death all the more 
suspicious.

Her 24-year-old brother
Amay Sutar has claimed that
she is mentally strong and
would have never taken her

own life. The family also
claimed that Arastu had
threatened to kill her on mul-
tiple occasions and that the
couple had a serious 
argument just two days
before her death.

While narrating the events,
Akriti’s uncle, Mananjay Sutar,

said: ‘Akriti had spoken to her
mother around 6 pm on
Saturday - hours before her
death. She had said that she
had left office for the day and
was on her way home.
Around 8 pm, the family
received a call from Arastu
saying Akriti was missing.
Nearly 90 minutes later, the
police informed them that a
woman’s body had been
found at Palika Kunj.”

The family has questioned
the circumstances surround-
ing the incident, pointing out
that the building where
Akriti’s body was found is
largely unoccupied. They
further claimed that no
bloodstains were found at
the scene, leading them to
suspect that the crime had
been carefully planned. The
postmortem report, they said,

will be crucial in establishing
the exact cause of death.

The case falls under legal
provisions that treat deaths
of married women within
seven years of marriage with
heightened scrutiny, given
the historical pattern of
dowry-related violence in
India. Under Section 304B of
the Indian Penal Code and
the corresponding provision
under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, dowry death carries
a mandatory minimum sen-
tence if it is established that
the woman was subjected to
cruelty or harassment in con-
nection with dowry demands
before her death. The SDM
inquest is a procedural
requirement that will feed
into the police investigation.

Police have not made any
arrests so far and have not

confirmed whether the inci-
dent is being treated as an
accident, suicide, or homi-
cide. Further investigation is
in progress.

Akriti’s death is the latest in
a pattern of cases that contin-
ue to surface in Delhi involv-
ing young married women
who die under circumstances
that their families allege are
connected to dowry harass-
ment. India’s National Crime
Records Bureau data consis-
tently records thousands of
dowry deaths annually, with
Delhi among the states that
report a significant number of
such cases each year.

The family’s insistence that
their daughter was murdered
rather than driven to take her
own life adds urgency to the
investigation that the police
and SDM are now conducting.

Woman falls to death in Lodhi Colony; family alleges murder

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
on Sunday addressed public
gatherings at the Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Sammelan
held across the Hari Nagar,
Janakpuri ,  and Rajouri
Garden Assembly con-
stituencies in west Delhi. 

On the occasion, she told
the residents that the vision
of a Viksit Bharat under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership over the
past twelve years is now
being channelled into the
mission of building a Viksit
Delhi through the double-
engine Government.

The Chief Minister said
India has established a new
identity on the global stage
over the past twelve years,
setting benchmarks across
economic growth, modern
infrastructure, the digital
revolution,  women’s
empowerment, social secu-

rity, healthcare, education,
and welfare for the poor. 

She said that under Modi’s
leadership, the benefits of
development have been
ensured to reach the last
person in society. 

She said the Delhi
Government is working with
the same vision. 

She listed the areas in
which the current
Government has taken deci-
sions since assuming office,
including the Clean Yamuna
Campaign, air pollution

control, improvements in
water supply and sewerage,
road and drainage network
strengthening, health and
education infrastructure
development, the Delhi
Electric Vehicle Policy, green
energy initiatives, large-scale
plantation drives, and digital
governance.

On pollution and the envi-
ronment, the Chief Minister
outlined what she described
as a comprehensive cam-
paign for a pollution-free,
clean, and green capital. 

Mission Kayakalp launched to upgrade infrastructure in schools CM addresses public gatherings at
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Sammelan 
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Water being released from the Tunga Reservoir following rainfall in the
catchment area at Gajanur in Shivamogga district, Karnataka on Sunday PTI

IN FOCUS

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n Ayodhya

In the Ayodhya Ram Temple
donation scandal, eight
people, including a school-
teacher, a former mechanic,
and some with family ties to
the trust, are accused of
stealing cash offerings. 

Most were contract
workers hired through an
outsourcing agency. Sainik
Security Services of Varanasi
provided staff through SBI,
starting with housekeeping
jobs that later changed to
donation counting.

This case stands out. It
reveals that outsourcing
agencies,  though they
promise efficient staffing,
often rely on vetting process-
es that are too basic and
inconsistent for high-trust,
cash-handling jobs. When
low-paid contract workers
manage large donations,
poor screening can turn cost
savings into major risks.

In India, standard vetting
for outsourced roles usually
falls short for sensitive posi-
tions. A process that should
have been tightly controlled
ended up full of gaps.

Most of the accused were
low-paid contract workers
hired through Sainik Security
Services, an agency based in

Varanasi. The company says
it sent 22 workers to the
State Bank of India’s Ayodhya
branch for housekeeping
jobs. At some point, several
of them were moved to the
temple’s donation-counting
team. Six out of the eight
people arrested came from
this group.

Investigators want to
know how people earning
just ?10,000 to ?15,000 a
month could suddenly afford
houses worth ?65 lakh, farm-
houses, and expensive bikes
and cars. In India, standard
background checks for out-

sourced staff typically cover
identity, address, education,
work history, and basic crim-
inal records. 

For jobs involving cash,
RBI guidelines say police
should verify the last two
addresses and update
records regularly. But in
reality, many agencies and
employers skip steps to save
time and money.

Instead of ongoing checks,
agencies often do just one
background check at the
start. They also tend to skip
extra screenings, such as
financial stress tests or

integrity checks, for people
handling cash. In Ayodhya,
these gaps were obvious.
Some of the accused report-
edly exploited CCTV blind
spots and hid money in the
washrooms during count-
ing sessions.

One of the accused, a
primary school teacher,
reportedly explained the
method during questioning. 

Another had family con-
nections to someone in the
temple trust .  One key
person started as a driver for
a senior trust official and
later got access to the dona-

tion room keys. His nephew
was also part of the count-
ing team. Police found over
?20 lakh with one accused,
and the total amount seized
is in crores.

The Contract Labour Act
mainly covers wages and
welfare benefits. It does not
require thorough back-
ground checks. That job
usually depends on the con-
tract between the main
employer, like the temple
trust or SBI, and the agency.
When these rules are not
enforced or are ignored,
issues arise.

The SIT is now checking if
proper police verification
was done and how the hiring
process worked. This issue
goes beyond just one case.
Across India, outsourcing
agencies try to keep costs
low. Careful screening takes
more time and money.

For short-term or low-
level jobs, agencies usually
rely on basic Aadhaar checks
and self-declared docu-
ments. Personal connections
and recommendations often
outweigh warning signs.
After hiring, there is rarely
any follow-up to monitor
changes in lifestyle or assets.

Jobs that involve handling
cash need stronger protec-
tions. Good practices include

required police checks, finan-
cial background checks for
anyone dealing with money,
regular re-screening, and
clear audit trails.

The main employer should
carefully review the agency’s
vetting records rather than
simply accepting certificates.
It is also important to have
dual-control systems,
improved CCTV coverage,
and independent audits of
donation flows. In a place
that relies on public trust and
voluntary donations, weak
vetting is more than just a
paperwork issue.

This kind of failure
damages the trust that
brings millions of devotees
to Ayodhya. The temple trust
and its banking partners
handed over a critical job
without making sure strong
safeguards were in place.
The result is an alleged inside
job that now affects one of
India’s most respected sites. 

These arrests are a
warning. Unless outsourc-
ing agencies and the organ-
isations that hire them treat
background checks as essen-
tial, not just paperwork,
similar problems will keep
happening wherever cash
is handled with little over-
sight. Faith deserves better
protection.

Ram temple donation row: Vetting lapses exposed

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Enumeration forms for the
Special Intensive Revision of
Delhi’s electoral rolls have
been distributed to 62,27,363
voters, covering 42.92
percent of the capital’s total
electorate of 1.45 crore, as of
8 pm on Sunday. The sixth
day of the door-to-door
exercise, with 2,09,201 forms
digitised across all 13 dis-
tricts, according to the
cumulative status report
released by the Office of the
Chief Electoral Officer, Delhi.

The figures mark a signif-
icant jump from the
opening days of the drive.
On July 1, just one day into
the exercise, total distribu-
tion stood at 9,99,773 forms
covering 6.89 percent of
voters. Six days later, that
figure has risen more than
sixfold to 62.27 lakh, indicat-
ing that Booth Level Officers
have dramatically acceler-
ated their door-to-door
visits across the city.

Among the 13 districts,
New Delhi District leads in
the distribution percent-
age at 56.43 percent of its
1,54,192 voters, with 87,013
forms distributed. North
District follows at 51.54
percent, with 5,01,970 forms
out of 9,73,957 total voters.
Old Delhi has reached 50.94
percent coverage with
3,03,972 forms distributed.

North West District has
distributed the highest
absolute number of forms
at 6,32,359, covering 49.51
percent of its 12,77,126
voters. North East District,

which has Delhi’s largest
electorate at 18,70,748, has
reached 43.79 percent cov-
erage with 8,19,265 forms
distributed, the highest
absolute distribution
number after North West.

West District  has
reached 47.16 percent cov-
erage with 6,86,646 forms,
while South District stands
at 42.03 percent with
5,65,252 forms. East District
has covered 38.64 percent
of its 16,03,359 voters with
6,19,563 forms. South East
District, which also has a
large electorate of
15,57,289, has reached 34.89
percent with 5,43,348
forms. Central District
stands at 37.62 percent
with 2,62,492 forms.

On digitisation, Outer
North District leads with
3.39 percent of its total
electorate already digitised,
followed by South West at
2.66 percent and Central
North at 1.94 percent. West
District has 1.88 percent
digitised, and South District
has 1.42 percent. The lowest
digitisation rates are in the
Central District at 0.76
percent and the East
District at 0.77 percent.

The SIR Phase III exercise,
announced by the Election

Commission of India on May
14, 2026, covers Delhi along
with 15 other States and two
other Union Territories. The
enumeration phase runs
from June 30 to July 29. After
collection is complete, the
draft electoral roll will be
published on August 5.
Residents can submit claims
and objections between
August 5 and September 4,
with disposal of applications
continuing until October 3.
The final electoral roll is
scheduled for October 7. The
qualifying date for the revi-
sion is October 1, 2026.

Over 13,000 Booth Level
Officers have been
deployed across Delhi for
the exercise. BLOs visit each
household to hand over
pre-printed enumeration
forms to registered voters.
If a house is found locked,
the form is left behind, and
collection attempts are
made at least three more
times. No documents are
collected during the enu-
meration phase itself.

Electors whose names, or
those of their parents or
grandparents, cannot be
linked to the 2002 electoral
rolls may be asked for sup-
porting documents in the
next stage of the process.

Delhi SIR reaches 62.27 lakh

voter forms in six days
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Congress on Sunday
lashed out at the VHP after it
wrote to Ayodhya police over
the claims made by several
opposition leaders on the
alleged donation theft at the
Ram temple, alleging the
organisation’s only aim is to
“emotionally mislead” the
Hindu society to further its
own political interests.

Congress’ media and pub-
licity department head
Pawan Khera said new allega-
tions are surfacing and fresh
evidence is coming to light
every day regarding the
“theft” of donations at the
Ram temple in Ayodhya.

“Today, Alok Kumar of the
Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP)
wrote to the investigating
officer, asking that evidence
of the theft be sought from
Priyanka Gandhi, Akhilesh
Yadav,  and Ram Gopal
Yadav,” Khera said in a video
statement posted on X.

So, the implication is that
one side commits the theft,
while another is expected to
provide the proof, he said.

“The truth is that they have
no real intention of catching
the thieves. As always, their
only aim is to emotionally
mislead Hindu society to
further their own political
interests,” Khera said.

Slamming the VHP, he said
they should stop being the
contractors of the Hindu com-
munity. “They must remove
the word Hindu from their
organisations and then carry
out as many robberies as they
want. Do not spoil the name
of the Hindu community and

stop running your shops at
their expense,” he said.

“Your intention is not to
find out about the theft or to
catch the thieves, your inten-
tion is what it was before the
temple was built, that to
make the Hindu community
emotional and then rob
them, snatch votes from
them and now also snatch
notes from them,” Khera said.

If they had to catch the
thieves they would not have
been demanding answers
from Priyanka Gandhi, he
said. The VHP has written to
the Ayodhya police, urging it
to examine the claims made
by several opposition leaders,
including Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
AAP convener Arvind Kejriwal,
on the alleged theft of dona-
tions at the Ram temple and
summon them to substanti-
ate the allegations.

The RSS affiliate demanded
that action be taken against
them if it is found that they
have made “wild allegations”
intended to create and

promote feelings of “hatred,
ill will and enmity”.

In a letter dated July 4 to
Ayodhya Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Ashutosh Tiwari, the investigat-
ing officer in the case, VHP
international president Alok
Kumar said the leaders have
made specific allegations that
have been widely circulated
through television channels,
social media platforms and
other electronic media. The
VHP urged the investigating
officer to call them to disclose
the factual basis of their claims,
the source of their information
and any documents or mate-
rial supporting them.

Kumar said the leaders have
publicly made specific allega-
tions and have even attributed
definite figures, including alle-
gations involving amounts
exceeding ̀ 20,000 crore. “The
allegations made by the above
named and other persons
lead one to believe that they
are acquainted with the facts
and circumstances of the
case,” the letter said.

VHP misleading Hindu society for
political interests, says Congress

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Delhi recorded its warmest
July day in two years on
Sunday as the maximum
temperature touched 38.6
degrees Celsius, while the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) forecast
moderate rain under an
orange alert for Monday after
showers and waterlogging hit
parts of the city. The nation-
al Capital witnessed moder-
ate rainfall during the after-
noon, with Chhatarpur
receiving 49 mm till 2.30 pm,
the highest in Delhi-NCR.
Waterlogging was reported
from parts of Chhatarpur fol-
lowing the showers.

Rain accompanied by
strong winds disrupted flight
operations at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGI) on Saturday evening,
forcing several aircraft to
divert to nearby airports.

Airlines have also warned
passengers of possible delays
and disruptions as bad
weather continues to affect
operations in both Delhi and
Mumbai. According to airport
officials, 15 Delhi-bound
flights were diverted because
of unsuitable weather condi-
tions over the national
Capital.

Of these, nine flights were
diverted to Jaipur, while two
each landed in Amritsar and
Lucknow. One flight each was

diverted to Mumbai and
Chandigarh. Airport authorities
said flight movements may
continue to be affected
depending on weather condi-
tions. Air India has advised pas-
sengers travelling to and from
Delhi and Mumbai to check
their flight status before
leaving for the airport. In a post
on X, the airline said, “Adverse
weather conditions may
impact flight operations to
and from Mumbai and Delhi.”

IndiGo also issued a travel
advisory, saying bad weather
in Delhi and Mumbai has
affected flight schedules. The
airline said it is closely moni-
toring the situation and
requested passengers to stay
updated through its website or
mobile app before travelling.

Gurugram recorded 35
mm of rainfall, followed by
Mehrauli (18 mm), Greater
Noida (17 mm), Najafgarh (8
mm) and Janakpuri (7 mm).
According to the IMD, the
maximum temperature
settled at 38.6 degrees
Celsius, two notches above
normal, making it the highest
July maximum in the city
since July 11, 2024, when it
had touched 38.8 degrees
Celsius. The minimum tem-
perature was recorded at
29.2 degrees Celsius, 1.3
notches above normal. It
was the highest  July
minimum since July 2, 2024,
when the city had recorded
30.7 degrees Celsius.

Delhi sees warmest
July day in two years

FROM PAGE - 1
VHP urges cops to quiz
Opposition leaders 
Priyanka Vadra had suggested that influential
people and not just junior staff, could be behind
the switching off of CCTV cameras and the
embezzlement offerings worth “thousands of
crores”.  Kejriwal alleged the theft of around `200
crore in cash, along with Lord Ram’s garland,
charan padukas (divine footprints), diamonds,
jewellery, silver bricks, and lamps, and openly
questioned why the Uttar Pradesh Police, ED, and
CBI have remained silent. Yadav claimed a
massive `20,000-crore scam, alleging that cash
and valuables donated by devotees from across
India and abroad have vanished, with involve-
ment of junior employees, former trust general
secretary Champat Rai (who has already
resigned) and “several influential people”.
While, Sanjay Singh alleged that over `200
crore was stolen from donation boxes and that
more than 50 employees were involved.

Kumar has urged police to record the leaders’
statements under the law so they can disclose
the factual basis of their claims and hand over
all supporting documents. The letter makes its
position crystal clear: if the leaders provide cred-
ible material, it will help the investigation. But
if their allegations turn out to be “knowingly false
or reckless” and made “without any supporting
basis”, the investigating agency should consid-
er legal action. 

Two LeT ultras 
cornered in J&K
To prevent any escape through the dense
foliage, the Army’s specialised counter-insur-

gency unit, Victor Force, has deployed addition-
al personnel to seal all possible exit routes and
illuminated the area overnight.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha visited Chandanwari on Sunday and
reviewed the ground situation and pilgrim facil-
ities at the camp.

Speaking to the media persons, the
Lieutenant Governor said: “Having closely
monitored the holy Yatra over the past four
years, I have noted a massive surge in pilgrim
numbers this year. I strongly urge those
without prior registration to remain patient
and wait for their turn. This cooperation is
essential for a smooth and seamless Yatra
experience. 

SIR: Over 22 lakh voters
dropped from three...
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) RS Gopalan said the
draft electoral roll comprises 1,60,19,176 male
voters, 1,53,65,083 female voters and 2,775 third-
gender electors.

“The voters, whose names were not there in the
draft electoral roll, can submit their claim or objec-
tion either through the BLO or through the
ECINET mobile app or voters.eci.gov.in,” Gopalan
said at a press conference.

He said that claims and objections will be heard
till August 4 and the final electoral roll will be pub-
lished on September 6. “If someone’s name
does not feature in the draft voter list, the person
needs to fill up a form and submit it to poll author-
ities along with a declaration form and other doc-
uments,” the CEO said. 

As per the draft electoral rolls in Manipur which
published on Sunday, 1,08,283 voters had either

“shifted, were absent as the BLOs did not find these
electors or did not get back their filled enumer-
ation forms before June 28. BLOs found 7,394 elec-
tors enrolled at multiple places and 43,000 elec-
tors dead. Manipur has 19.34 lakh voters in the draft
electoral roll. The final electoral roll in the
Statewill be published on September 6 this year.

More than 37,000 people have been left out of
the draft electoral rolls published in Sikkim on
Sunday. The office of the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) said following the publication of the draft
electoral roll, the claims and objections window
will remain open until August 4, allowing eligible
voters to apply for inclusion or raise objections. 

Meta faces fresh scrutiny
over CESAM ads
According to a person privy to the development,
the Government is expected to seek answers on
how such advertisements were even approved,
what corrective measures Meta has taken since
the allegations surfaced, and what safeguards
it plans to put in place to prevent similar inci-
dents in the future.

“If the allegations are found to be true, they
will be held accountable for the advertisements,
for which the platform receives revenue,” one
of the sources said.

Authorities have repeatedly warned technol-
ogy companies that any failure to crack down
on CSAM and other harmful content could invite
regulatory scrutiny and legal action. Meta has
come under regulatory glare for the second time
this week.

In its response to the notice, Meta acknowl-
edged that no moderation system is perfect but
highlighted a zero tolerance policy towards

CSAM. The company reported that upon being
alerted, it disabled the offending advertisements,
suspended the violating accounts, and blocked
the associated URLs.

Authorities have repeatedly warned technol-
ogy companies that any failure to crack down
on CSAM and other harmful content could invite
regulatory scrutiny and legal action. Meta has
come under regulatory glare for the second time
this week.

A voice that brought
Bhima alive falls silent...
She raised her three sons on her own. Two have
since passed away, he added.

Noted theatre personality Habib Tanvir 
discovered her talent and recommended she
perform before then Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi.

That performance changed her life. She
joined Bhilai Steel Plant in 1986, where her talent
was nurtured. She travelled worldwide as
India’s cultural ambassador, performing in the
US, the UK, France, Germany, Switzerland, Italy,
Japan, Russia, Australia, Turkey, Tunisia and
other countries.

Wherever she performed, audiences unfamil-
iar with Chhattisgarhi were captivated by her
storytelling, acting and music.

Whenever she returned from overseas tours,
she spoke to journalists about one thing she
missed most - basi, Chhattisgarh’s dish made by
soaking leftover rice in water overnight.

She once asked staff at a luxury hotel to serve
plain rice, which she soaked overnight and ate
the next morning.

She also appeared in Shyam Benegal’s

acclaimed TV series ‘Bharat Ek Khoj’, introduc-
ing Pandavani to millions.

Despite international fame, she remained
rooted in village traditions. Friends recalled that
success never changed her lifestyle. She contin-
ued chewing paan, spoke in her native dialect
and mentored younger artists to keep 
Pandavani alive.

One of her favourite performances was
Draupadi Cheerharan, through which she urged
audiences to reflect on violence and injustice
against women, Nirmal said.

Many universities later conferred honorary
doctorates on her for her contribution to
Indian culture.

She received the Padma Shri (1987), Padma
Bhushan (2003) and Padma Vibhushan (2019),
India’s second?highest civilian award, the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award and numerous
other honours.

Her death marks the end of an era for Indian
folk arts.

State-owned Steel Authority of India Limited’s
Bhilai Steel Plant (BSP) expressed grief, calling
it an irreparable loss to Chhattisgarh’s cultur-
al heritage and India’s folk arts.

She joined the Bhilai Steel Plant in 1986, where
her extraordinary talent was nurtured and
encouraged. Following her Padma Bhushan
award in 2003, BSP honoured her with a promo-
tion and other recognitions, it said.

She remained one of SAIL-BSP’s most distin-
guished employees, bringing global recognition
to the organisation, Chhattisgarh and India
through her artistic achievements.

Her life of dedication, perseverance and
commitment to preserving India’s cultural her-
itage would continue to inspire generations, it
added. (PTI)

Congress’ media and publicity department head Pawan Khera
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Just weeks after Eknath Shinde’s
sensational “hit a sixer” with six Shiv
Sena (UBT) Lok Sabha MPs formally
crossing over, tremors are now
shaking the ground beneath
Uddhav Thackeray’s faction. Strong
whispers echoing through
Mumbai’s political corridors claim
that a dozen or more MLAs from the
UBT camp are gearing up to switch sides, with over 40
corporators ready to follow suit and join Shinde-led 
Shiv Sena. Shiv Sena ministers have already floated bold
claims of “Operation Tiger 3.0,”
targeting up to 14 of UBT’s 20 MLAs — the magic two-thirds
number needed for another formal split. Insiders quipped
including every chaiwala in Mantralaya that there’s a glaring
lack of leadership control in the Uddhav-led Shiv Sena.

In the list of 25 officers who got
promotions last week was one that
went’ unnoticed: the induction of
the digital face of Uttar Pradesh
Police, Rahul Srivastav, in the elite
Indian Police Service (IPS). What has
come as a reward to Rahul from the
Yogi Adityanath Government is his
most significant contribution in building
UP Police’s presence across major digital platforms. He led the
launch of UP Police on X, Facebook, WhatsApp, YouTube and
Instagram, introduced citizen-centric digital services and
developed systems for online grievance redressal and social
media sentiment analysis. He also established an integrated
social and electronic media monitoring centre to support real-
time analysis and coordinated responses.
A third-generation uniformed person in the family, Rahul first
headed the UP Police social media initiative between 2016
and 2019 before returning to the role in May 2025 and has
since been serving as Public Relations Officer and Social Media
Head of Uttar Pradesh Police.

One of the most suitably tagged
‘career bureaucrat’, Sanjay Kumar
the 1990-batch Bihar cadre IAS,
superannuated last month from a
very significant assignment as
School Education Secretary in
Government of India. Given his
stupendous service record in Bihar
as well as Centre, his post-retirement
role was almost certain, perhaps as CEO of NITI Aayog or
back to Bihar as Chief Secretary under the changed regime
led by Samrat Chaudhary. Misfortune had it that at fag end
of his career Sanjay Kumar faced the blot of CBSE results
evaluation controversy and the NEET paper leaks. But
recent grapevine emerging from the Seva Teerth is that he
may be assigned the job of Principal Secretary or Advisor to
the incumbent Bihar CM. The role held currently by retired
1984 IAS officer Deepak Kumar, who had a long stint with
former CM Nitish Kumar, may be tasked to join his former
boss, who is now a Rajya Sabha MP and is being
anticipated for a larger responsibility either in NDA
Government or in the coalition.

Bihar calling! Tum yahan,
main wahan...

Operation Tiger 3.0?

Shot in the arm for UP
police digital cop

GRAPEVINE
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and Coal and Mines
Minister G Kishan Reddy held
a high-level meeting in New
Delhi to review illegal coal
mining and theft. The Union
Home Secretary, Union Coal
Secretary, and senior offi-
cials from the Ministry of
Coal, CISF, Coal India Limited,
and BCCL were present.

During the meeting, the
Home Minister expressed
concern about the rise in
illegal coal mining and theft in
Dhanbad and nearby areas.
Ministry of Coal officials report-
ed that several measures have

been implemented since the
October 2025 review. CISF and
Coal India Limited officials
have been authorised under
the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation)
Act, 1957, to take legal action,
conduct searches, and seize
illegally mined coal and
related equipment. The Union
Home Secretary chaired a
meeting in December 2025
where the decision was made
to establish a Coal Sector
Coordination Committee.

However, he emphasised
that  further  act ion is
required to address illegal
mining. The Home Minister
issued several key direc-
tives, including the adoption

of the “Zero Coal Leakage
Plan” to ensure a compre-
hensive and timely response
to illegal mining and unau-
thorised coal transporta-
tion. He noted that while

CISF and Coal India Limited
officials have been granted
powers under the MMDR
Act, these must be exer-
cised rigorously and in coor-
dination with the approved

Standard Operat ing
Procedure.  The Home
Minister instructed the
Ministry of Coal to review
progress  regular ly .  He
requested the involvement
of GST authorities to ensure
only legally mined coal is
used and to prevent illegal
coal transport. He also
directed the establishment
of a system to verify e-way
bills for all coal shipments.

Shah directed the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) to
include the coal sector on the
priority list for CISF deploy-
ment, enabling immediate
deployment of personnel in
vulnerable areas. 

He also instructed CISF to

form Quick Response Teams
and establish multi-layered
security in these areas to
enable prompt action against
illegal mining.

The Home Minister
stressed the need to enhance
the use of technology. He
directed that high-resolution
cameras at Integrated
Command and Control
Centres be used to identify
locations and individuals
involved in illegal mining.
He affirmed the
Government’s commitment
to protecting public
resources,  maintaining 
law and order,  and 
supporting legitimate coal
mining operations.

Shah reviews illegal coal mining in high-level meeting

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Indonesia is increasingly
looking towards India not
just as a strategic partner, but
also as a trusted source of
technology, policy ideas and
development solutions, 
Government officials here
said on Sunday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s upcoming visit to
Indonesia from July 6-8
comes at a time when the
partnership between the two
countries is moving beyond
traditional cooperation, 
they said

Among the areas is the
proposed linkage between
India’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) and QRIS, the
QR payment code launched
by the Bank of Indonesia,
which will allow Indian
tourists visiting Bali and other
Indonesian destinations to
make all kinds of payments in
that country easily through
their phones.

From food security and
digital governance to health-
care, agriculture and defence,
India’s successful public
policy models are becoming
valuable reference points for
Indonesia’s own develop-
ment journey.

Several delegations from
Indonesia have visited India
to learn from India’s digital
infrastructure and social
welfare schemes like our
Public Distribution System,
rice fortification scheme, fer-
tiliser subsidy reforms, AGRIS-
TACK, etc, the officials said

Indian digital solutions that
powered the success of
Aadhaar, UPI, DigiLocker, e-
KYC and ONDC are also
finding relevance in
Indonesia’s own digital trans-
formation, they said.

This marks a shift from
technology adoption to
deeper institutional collabo-
ration, with Indian compa-
nies contributing their expe-
rience in building secure,
population-scale digital
public infrastructure.

“Today,  Indonesia is
increasingly looking towards
India not just as a strategic
partner, but also as a trusted
source of technology, policy
ideas and development solu-
tions,” an official said.

Indonesia is leveraging
India’s expertise in digital
payments, and the proposed
UPI-QRIS linkage will allow
seamless cross-border pay-
ments for travellers and busi-
nesses in both countries, the
officials said.

The initiative is expected to
boost tourism, trade and
digital commerce while
making transactions faster,
cheaper and more conve-

nient. A live UPI-QRIS corridor
would be transformative for
Indian businesses with trade
or investment exposure in
Indonesia and for the esti-
mated 1.7 million Indian
tourists who visit Bali and
other Indonesian destina-
tions each year.

India’s digital public infra-
structure has also emerged as
a major area of collaboration.

Indonesia’s Open Network
(ION) is inspired by India’s
ONDC model and aims to
create a more open and inclu-
sive digital marketplace for
over 65 million micro, small
and medium enterprises in
Indonesia.

Built on the Beckn 2.0 open
protocol, ION is expected to
mark its first live transaction
during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President
of Indonesia Prabowo
Subianto’s summit meeting
on July 7.

India’s digital partnership
with Indonesia is  now
moving beyond sharing suc-
cessful models to helping
build the country’s next-gen-
eration digital backbone.

Indonesia’s ambitious

Digital Nusantara initiative
aims to create a unified
and interoperable national
digital infrastructure, and
Indian technology exper-
tise is  emerging as an
important partner in this
journey.

Indonesia also has a larger
vision of becoming a produc-
er and exporter of digital
solutions across ASEAN rather
than remaining only a tech-
nology consumer.

India’s decade-long expe-
rience in creating open, inclu-
sive and sovereign digital
platforms offers valuable
lessons as Indonesia works
towards achieving this goal.

Cooperation is also
expanding into financial
markets. Both sides are
exploring the use of Indian
expertise in AI-powered
market surveillance, digital
investment platforms and
technology-driven capital
market reforms.

India’s own experience in
modernising its stock
markets through technology
is opening new avenues for
collaboration with Indonesia,
the officials said.

Indonesia’s Free Nutritious
Meals programme has drawn
inspiration from India’s Mid-
Day Meal (PM POSHAN)
scheme. Similarly, its Red
and White Vil lage
Cooperatives initiative is
exploring cooperation with
India for affordable medi-
cines through the Jan
Aushadhi model, helping
strengthen healthcare access
in rural areas, they said.

Indonesia sees India as key source of technology, policy solutions

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Indian Naval Sail Training
Ship INS Sudarshini sailed
into New York Port on 4 July
to represent India at the
United States International
Naval Review 250 and Sail
4th 250 celebrations, the
navy said here on Sunday.

During the spectacular
Parade of Sail along the
Hudson River, the iconic
three-masted barque proudly
flew the Indian Tricolour,
celebrating India’s rich mar-
itime heritage and centuries-
old seafaring traditions.

The visit is part of the
ship’s 10-month transocean-
ic expedition, Lokayan 2026,
which reflects the Indian
Navy’s commitment to
strengthening maritime
cooperation, building inter-
national goodwill and deep-
ening engagement with
partner navies.

After successful partici-
pation in the SAIL 250 events
at Norfolk and Baltimore,
INS Sudarshini is now
berthed at Brooklyn for the
Sail4th 250 celebrations
marking the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States’
independence.

Set against the iconic New
York skyline, INS Sudarshini
stands as a proud symbol of
India’s maritime legacy. The
port call represents more
than a journey across the
Atlantic. It reflects the endur-
ing friendship, mutual
respect, and expanding mar-
itime partnership between
India and the United States.

From the vast waters of the
Atlantic to the historic harbour
of New York, INS Sudarshini
continues to strengthen mar-
itime ties, carrying forward
India’s seafaring traditions
while promoting friendship
and cooperation across the
world’s oceans.

INS Sudarshini participates
in maritime spectacle in
US for 250th anniversary

Indian Navy’s Sail Training Ship, INS Sudarshini sailed into New York
Harbour, during the Parade of Sail, representing India at the Sail 250 and
US International Naval Review PTI

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH 
n New Delhi

In a significant breakthrough after
more than two decades, the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has arrested Ramnarayan
alias Hyder, the last remaining
absconding accused in the 2002
Garhwa Fort idol theft, dacoity and
murder case, on Saturday, July 4,
2026, in Fatehpur district, Uttar
Pradesh. With this, all four
absconding accused named in
the CBI chargesheet have now
been traced. 

The crime dates back to the
intervening night of April 21-22,
2002, at the protected Garhwa
Fort, an Archaeological Survey of

India (ASI) site near Shankargarh
in Prayagraj. A gang of 11 persons,
allegedly led by Vijay Kumar
Shukla, committed dacoity at the
fort. They brutally murdered
watchman Vinod Kumar
Srivastava by assaulting and
gagging him to death, overpow-
ered another watchman, broke
open the store room, and stole a
valuable ancient stone idol of
Lord Buddha. The idol broke into
two pieces during removal.

The stolen artefact was a head-
less standing Buddha statue, offi-
cially recorded by the ASI as taken
from Garhwa Fort in 2002.
Investigation revealed that the
pieces were transported in a
vehicle and sold by Vijay Kumar

Shukla to two persons for ?2.20
lakh. They were later shifted to a
godown in Mahipalpur, Delhi,
and allegedly exported abroad.

Garhwa Fort preserves the ruins
of a significant Gupta-period
temple complex. The site is also
associated with early 5th-century
stone inscriptions issued by the
Gupta emperors Chandragupta II
and Kumaragupta I. It also housed
Buddhist sculptures alongside
Vaishnavite iconography, includ-
ing Dashavatara panels.

The sculpture was a rare
example of Gupta Buddhist stone
carving from the Prayagraj region.
Its substantial size and weight
explain why it fractured into two
pieces during the theft.

The CBI took over the case
from Police Station, Shankargarh,
and registered it on September 9,
2003, as Crime No. 43/2002 under
Sections 396 and 201 of the Indian
Penal Code. 

After a thorough investigation,
the CBI filed a chargesheet on
December 22, 2005, against ten
accused persons. Four of them,
identified as Vijay Kumar Shukla,
Ravi Karan, Suraj Bhan and
Ramnarayan @ Hyder, remained
absconding for over two decades. 

To apprehend them, the CBI
constituted dedicated teams that
developed local intelligence, cul-
tivated sources and carried out
sustained surveillance and follow-
up operations. 

These efforts led to the arrest of
Suraj Bhan on May 22, 2026, and
Ravi Karan on June 2, 2026. Vijay
Kumar Shukla was traced inside
District Jail, Chitrakoot, where he
is lodged in another Uttar Pradesh
Police case. 

Steps were initiated before the
competent court in Lucknow on
June 16, 2026, to secure his produc-
tion in the present case.

With the arrest of Ramnarayan
@ Hyder, all absconding accused
have now been traced. They will
face trial in accordance with the
law. The successful conclusion of
this long-pending case under-
scores the CBI’s commitment to
justice in crimes against India’s
cultural heritage.

CBI arrests absconding accused in 2002 Garhwa Fort idol theft and murder case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh on Sunday said the
Centre remains committed
to a  consultat ive  and
responsive approach in
addressing issues concern-
ing Government employees
and pensioners.

He said every genuine rep-
resentation receives due con-
sideration through the appro-
priate ministries/departments
and that suggestions aimed at
improving governance, sim-
plifying procedures and
enhancing administrative effi-
ciency are always welcome. 

Singh’s assertion came
during a meeting he had with
a 19-member delegation, rep-
resenting Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS) and affiliated
employees’ organisations
from across the country. 

The delegation called on
the minister here to discuss
a range of issues relating to
Government employees,
pensioners and administra-
tive reforms.

Singh, the Minister of State

for Personnel, said that under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi,  the Government
remains committed to a con-
sultative and responsive
approach in addressing
issues concerning its employ-
ees and pensioners.

He said PM Modi has
always prioritised making
governance more transpar-
ent, efficient and citizen-
centric through progressive
administrative reforms.

The minister said that the
continued dialogue with
employee organisations plays
an important role in identify-
ing practical issues and evolv-
ing appropriate policy respons-
es in the larger public interest.

The delegation appreciated

Singh for facilitating the gov-
ernment’s employee-centric
initiatives, particularly the
decision to redeploy nearly
65,000 erstwhile Ordnance
Factory employees into regular
Government service, accord-
ing to a statement issued by
the Personnel Ministry.

They described it as a land-
mark measure that has
secured the future of thou-
sands of employees following
the restructuring of the
Ordnance Factory Board, the
ministry said.

The delegation comprised
representatives of Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS),
Bharatiya Pratiraksha Mazdoor
Sangh (BPMS), Government
Employees National

Confederation (GENC), Public
Sector Employees National
Confederation, SHAR
Employees Trade Union, and
Space Employees Association,
representing employees from
defence establishments,
public sector organisations,
scientific institutions and
other central Government ser-
vices across the country, the
statement said.

Singh appreciated the con-
structive role played by
employee organisations in
bringing service-related issues
before the Government
through institutional dialogue. 

He said regular interac-
tion with stakeholders helps
strengthen governance and
facilitates timely resolution 
of issues concerning
Government employees and
pensioners.

The delegation thanked
the minister, as a member of
the Empowered Group of
Ministers (EGoM), for sup-
porting the extension of
deemed deputation of erst-
while Ordnance Factory
employees till the date of
retirement.

Government committed to consultative approach to
address employees, pensioners’ issues: Jitendra Singh

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Srinagar

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Sunday visited
Nunwan base camp at
Pahalgam in Anantnag dis-
trict to review the arrange-
ments the ongoing
Amarnath Yatra.

The LG said there is
heavy rush of pilgrims this
year and the Jammu and
Kashmir administration
a n d  S h r i  A m a r n a t h j i  
Shrine Board have made
adequate arrangements for
the pilgrims.

“Today, I  visited the
Nunwan Base Camp in
Pahalgam to review the man-
agement of Shri Amarnath Ji
Yatra with senior officials. The
discussions focused on key
aspects including movement
of pilgrims, security mea-
sures, accommodation facil-
ities, registration progress,
and other logistical require-
ments essential for hassle-
free holy Yatra,” Sinha said in
a post on X.

Sinha asked officials to
ensure pilgrims are made
aware of the significance of
valid registration.

“I directed officials to pri-
oritise the safety, security,
and convenience of all pil-
grims, while ensuring that
every devotee of Baba
Barfani is made aware of the
importance of valid registra-

tion with designated dates
to minimise waiting times,”
he said.

The LG urged the unregis-
tered pilgrims to be patient
and wait for their turn to
undertake the pilgrimage.

“During the visit, I interact-
ed with pilgrims and assured
them that Shri Amarnath Ji
Shrine Board and all yatra

management departments
are working tirelessly to
ensure a safe, smooth, and
hassle-free spiritual journey,”
he added.

Sinha also visited
Chandanwari and reviewed
the ground situation and
pilgrim facilities at the camp.
He interacted with the offi-
cials, pilgrims, volunteers,
langar sevadars and other
service providers.

He instructed the yatra
management teams to
examine pilgrim feedback
and remain available for
round-the-clock support.

“Through seamless whole
of Government approach,
we are leaving no stone
unturned to provide excel-
lent food and lodging to the
devotees of Lord Shiva. I
want every Yatri to have a
blissful darshan and a pro-
foundly enriching spiritual
experience,” the LG said.

During his visit, Sinha
inspected the Base Hospital
at Chandanwari to assess
healthcare arrangements for
the Yatris.

J&K LG Sinha reviews Amarnath Yatra
arrangements at Nunwan, Chandanwari

Pilgrims walk past a metal cutout bearing the Lord Shiva’s image atop a
poll as they proceed towards the holy cave shrine of Amarnath during the
ongoing ‘Amarnath Yatra’ at Baltal area in Ganderbal district, Jammu and
Kashmir on Sunday PTI

Garhwa Fort, Prayagraj
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Patna

Jan Suraaj Party on Sunday
declared Prashant Kishor its
candidate for the July 30
Bankipur Assembly by-poll 
in Bihar.

The party’s decision was
announced by its state pres-
ident Manoj Bharti, following
a core committee meeting.

The Bankipur assembly
by-election will be held on
July 30, and votes polled
will be counted on August 3.
The last date for filing of
nominations is July 13.

Janata Janshakti Dal (JJD)
chief Tej Pratap Yadav had
earlier nominated social
activist Veena Manvi as its
candidate for the bypoll in
the seat.

The seat was vacated by
BJP president Nitin Nabin
after he got elected to the
Rajya Sabha.

The BJP, of which the seat
is a stronghold, is yet to for-
mally announce a candidate
but is reportedly mulling over
leaders such as Ajay Alok,
Neel Ratan Ghosh and Ajeet
Kumar Lali.

Kishor’s party could not
secure a single seat in the
2025 Assembly elections. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kolkata

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari has sent
out a strong message on
maintaining quality in higher
education, saying private
institutions should not treat
learning exclusively as a com-
mercial commodity while
pursuing returns on their
investments. 

Replying to a query on
attracting foreign universi-
ties to the State during an
interaction with the civil
society  members on

Saturday evening, he said his
Government is ready to con-
sider any good proposal a
reputed foreign university
comes up with.

“We can think of an
Education City where we can
have many higher educa-
tional institutions and indus-
tries. There can be both
public and private universi-
ties. We can even invite
foreign universities. If reputed
foreign universities come
with a good proposal, we are
ready to consider it.”

He, however, said that
attracting reputed institu-

tions alone would not be
enough and sharply criti-
cised commercialisation of
higher education and the
alleged deterioration in stan-
dards of learning in several
private institutions.

“Private educational institu-
tions have made huge invest-
ments and naturally expect
returns. But education cannot
be treated like a commodity,”
he said.

Adhikari  alleged that
several private universities
and medical colleges estab-
lished over the past five to 
six years had resorted to

irregularities, including
showing the same faculty
members at multiple branch-
es and arranging patients
during inspections to obtain
regulatory approvals.

He also al leged that
several private engineering
colleges lacked quality labo-
ratories, libraries, equipment
and qualified faculty, while
many private ITIs  had
become centres where stu-
dents got enrolled only to
obtain certificates.

Drawing a contrast with
the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs), Adhikari

said their credibility rested on
uncompromising academic
standards, quality faculty and
strong placement records.

“People still rate IITs the
highest because students
secure campus placements
and become the cream of
society,” he said.

Citing the recent warehouse
collapse in Kolkata, the chief
minister said his Government
had entrusted the structural
assessment to experts from IIT
Kharagpur and RITES instead
of depending solely on 
State agencies.

“Why did we call  I IT

Kharagpur? Because credi-
bility matters. Educational
institutions cannot compro-
mise on quality,” he said.

Adhikari also alleged that
nearly 500 admissions in
private medical colleges were
secured using fake NRI certifi-
cates, claiming such irregular-
ities had been encouraged by
managements and protected
by the previous Government.

“I do not want students to
suffer because they are already
studying. But there can be no
compromise on quality, 
evaluation systems, faculty or
infrastructure,” he added. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Thane

The Maharashtra police have
arrested three more persons
from Uttar Pradesh in con-
nection with the alleged
Teacher Eligibility Test (TET)
paper leak case, bringing the
total number of individuals
in custody to 10, officials said
on Sunday.

A State-appointed Special
Investigation Team on
Friday arrested
Nareshkumar Mahore,
Sanjaykumar Sharma, and
Babulal Kushwaha, all
employees of an Agra-based
private printing firm, a police
official said.

The trio allegedly smug-
gled question papers out of
a secure facility during the

printing process. Police also
recovered three live 
cartridges from Sharma.

They were brought to
Bhiwandi in Thane district,
where the alleged paper
leak first came to light, on
Saturday. A magistrate
remanded them to police
custody until July 9. 

With the latest arrests,

ten individuals have been
taken into custody so far,
said police.

The SIT is currently track-
ing financial and digital
trails to apprehend the sus-
pected kingpins, Bijendra
Kumar Gupta and
Sonukumar Kishanlal, the
official said. 

The TET 2026 was post-

poned on June 27, a day
before it was to be held, after
police in Thane district found
that a part of its question
paper had been leaked and
arrested three people.

The SIT uncovered that
the racket was spread
across Delhi, Agra, Bihar,
and Haryana. The investi-
gation previously led to
the arrest of Suman Kumari
Gupta, the wife of the
al leged mastermind,
Bi jendra Gupta,  f rom
Patna, after call records
and financial trails linked
her to him.

The TET paper leak,
which followed the nation-
al scandal caused by the
leak of the NEET-UG paper,
has affected nearly 6 lakh
candidates. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Four IndiGo flights were
cancelled, and 13 arriving
aircraft of various operators
were diverted to nearby
airports as heavy rains and
gusty winds forced Mumbai
International  Airport
authorities to suspend all
runway operations for an
hour on Sunday, sources
said. The 13 flights that
were diverted due to bad
weather, however, landed
back in Mumbai later, 
they added.

At the same time, 90 per
cent of outbound flights
were departing with a delay
of an average of 65 minutes,
and 45 per cent of the

incoming flights were arriv-
ing late at Mumbai
International Airport,
according to the latest data
from live flight tracking
website flightradar24.com,
which was impacting 
passengers severely.

Earlier, Mumbai
International Airport, which
is jointly owned by Adani
Group and Airports Authority
of India (AAI), in a statement
said, “At approximately 10.17
am, adverse weather condi-
tions, including strong gusty
winds of up to 42 knots and
reduced visibility due to
heavy rain, impacted runway
operations.” As per proce-
dure, runway operations
were “temporarily suspend-
ed” to ensure the safety of

passengers, aircraft and
ground personnel, the
private airport operator said
in the statement. Following
improvement in weather
conditions, normal runway
operations resumed after
an hour, it added.  The four
IndiGo flights that were can-
celled are 6E 395 (Delhi-
Mumbai), 6E 5273 (Mumbai-
Indore),  6E 552 (Indore-

Mumbai and 6E 6613
(Mumbai-Delhi), as per
sources.

“Bad weather over Delhi
and Mumbai has impacted
the flight schedule. We are
closely monitoring the
weather… we request that
you stay updated on your
flight status,” IndiGo said in
a post on X.

IndiGo, however, did not
mention the four flights
which were cancelled at
Mumbai international
airport.

According to Air Traffic
Control (ATC) sources, the
airport handles 980 to 1,000
flights a day, with an
average of 48 air traffic
movements, 24 arrivals and
24 departures per hour. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE  
n Mumbai 

The Ahmedabad-Mumbai Bullet Train
project achieved a significant engineer-
ing breakthrough on Sunday  as India’s
largest rail tunnel boring machine (TBM)
was launched from the Vikroli shaft,
beginning excavation toward the under-
construction Bandra-Kurla Complex
(BKC) station.

This marks the first TBM deployment
for the project’s ambitious 21-kilometre
underground section in Mumbai. Of this,
16 km between Saki (Ghansoli) and BKC
will be constructed using TBM technol-
ogy, while the remaining 5 km has
already been completed using the New
Austrian Tunnelling Method (NATM).

The newly launched TBM will bore a
single-tube, 6-km-long tunnel that will
accommodate both up and down tracks
for the high-speed train. The alignment
passes beneath dense urban infrastruc-
ture, including multi-storey buildings,
major roads, the Mithi River, and other crit-
ical structures, making precision and
safety paramount. Weighing approxi-
mately 3,100 tonnes — equivalent to
about 500 Asian elephants — and stretch-

ing 96 metres in length (roughly the size
of a football field), this TBM is among the
largest ever used for rail tunnels in India.
Its massive 13.6-metre-diameter cutter-
head, comparable in height to a four-
storey building, rotates at 4 revolutions
per minute. The machine is equipped with
state-of-the-art components, including a
cutter wheel, main bearing, jaw crusher,
erector, main shield, tail shield, and four
special gantries.

The project is employing advanced
Mixshield TBM technology, widely regard-
ed as one of the most sophisticated
methods for tunnelling in mixed geolog-
ical conditions and high groundwater
pressure. By using pressurised ben-
tonite slurry to stabilise the tunnel face,
the technology significantly reduces
the risk of ground settlement, ensuring

minimal surface disruption in Mumbai’s
crowded urban environment.

A key feature of the TBM is its ability
to excavate and install concrete segment
linings simultaneously, enhancing both
speed and structural safety. To facilitate
operations, a 56-metre-deep shaft —
equivalent to the height of a 20-storey
building — was constructed at Vikroli.
The site includes a water treatment
plant, slurry treatment facility, ben-
tonite storage, dedicated power substa-
tion, backup generators, ready-mix con-
crete plant, and sewage treatment
systems. Real-time monitoring using
surface settlement points, optical dis-
placement sensors, tilt meters, 3D
targets, strain gauges, and seismo-
graphs will continuously track nearby
structures to ensure safety.

Meanwhile, at a specialised casting yard
in Mahape, Thane, spanning 11.17 hectares,
workers are producing 77,000 concrete
segments to form 7,700 tunnel rings. 

Each 100-tonne ring consists of nine
curved segments and one key segment.
The entire tunnel will feature double-
layer EPDM gaskets and hydrophilic
seals, making it fully waterproof for long-
term durability.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Chennai

DMK leader Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Sunday said the party would always
stand as a protective shield for minori-
ties, despite malicious political 
campaigns.

Speaking at the wedding of DMK
Headquarter’s Secretary ‘Thuraimugam’
Kaja’s granddaughter in Chennai’s
Thiruverkadu, Udhayanidhi took a veiled
dig at political opportunists, remarking
that “some people left us as soon as a
sofa arrived”. 

He contrasted this with the steadfast
loyalty of the cadre and minority commu-
nities who continue to stand with DMK.

“No matter who tries to separate us or
what slanders are spread, the DMK will
always remain a protective fortress for
minorities and Islamic people,” he stated. 

Addressing the current political
climate, he said, “In these times of polit-
ical disaster, DMK chief MK Stalin will
stand by you, protect Tamil Nadu, and
redeem the nation.”

Udhayanidhi said he attended the
wedding on behalf of Chief Minister MK
Stalin, who was originally scheduled to
preside over the function.

Recalling Kaja’s 37-year association

with the party, Udhayanidhi shared an
anecdote from the 1989 Assembly elec-
tions when Kaja was an AIADMK candi-
date pitted against the late DMK patri-
arch M Karunanidhi in the Harbour
(Thuraimugam) constituency.

“Even before the vote counting con-
cluded, Kaja, as an opposition candidate,
went and garlanded Kalaignar to con-
gratulate him,”  Udhayanidhi recalled.
“Later, he joined the DMK and has
worked tirelessly as a true cadre.” 

He noted that Chief Minister MK Stalin
often refers to Kaja and another senior
functionary, Poochi S Murugan, as the
“two pillars of Anna Arivalayam”, the
DMK headquarters.

The event saw significant participation
from the Islamic community, providing
a platform for the DMK leader to reiter-
ate the ruling party’s commitment to
minority welfare in the State. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Thiruvananthapuram

BJP Kerala president Rajeev
Chandrasekhar on Sunday
accused the Congress and
the CPI(M) of indulging in
“vote-bank and appease-
ment politics,” alleging that
they had led to the “radical-
isation” of a section of the
youth in the state.

In a post on X,
Chandrasekhar referred to
the recent arrest of a Kerala
youth for allegedly posting
anti-national remarks cele-
brating the killing of a
Malayali  victim in the
Pahalgam terror attack.

“How does a young
Malayali get brainwashed into

celebrating the brutal, cold-
blooded murder of a fellow
Malayali in the Pahalgam
terror attack?” he asked.

Describing the arrest as a
“wake-up call,” the BJP leader
alleged that it was not an iso-
lated incident but the result

of “of appeasement, radi-
calisation and Congress-
CPM’s political hypocrisy.”

He alleged that the two
parties had prioritised vote-
bank politics over national
interest, mainstreamed
radical forces, and ques-
tioned expressions of patri-
otism, thereby creating “an
ecosystem where patriotism
is questioned, and radicalisa-
tion is normalised.”

Claiming that such politics
was dangerous for both
Kerala and the country,
Chandrasekhar said the
State’s youth deserved “a
future built on skills, opportu-
nity, innovation and patrio-
tism; not hatred, radicalisation
and division.”

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Amaravati

Andhra Pradesh has attracted
proposed investments worth
over ̀ 4.5 lakh crore across 172
SIPB-approved projects in
Rayalaseema, while another
103 proposals signed during
the CII Partnership Summit
have taken the region’s invest-
ment pipeline to more than
275 projects capable of gener-
ating over 3.5 lakh employ-
ment opportunities, sources
said on Sunday.

The investment push
comes as the Andhra Pradesh
Government seeks to trans-
form the drought-prone
region into a major industri-
al and manufacturing hub
through large-scale invest-
ments, infrastructure devel-
opment and cluster-based
industrialisation.

“Rayalaseema is emerging
as a major industrial growth
engine with investment com-
mitments exceeding `4.58
lakh crore across more than
275 projects, reflecting the
Government’s focus on
region-balanced develop-
ment,” sources said.

The Government is creat-
ing specialised manufactur-
ing ecosystems across
Rayalaseema instead of con-
centrating industrial develop-
ment in a few locations, while
strengthening infrastructure
and skilling to generate long-
term employment.

The launch of the `16,350-
crore JSW Rayalaseema
Integrated Steel Plant in
Kadapa on Friday marked the
latest milestone in the region’s

industrial transformation.
Rayalaseema, once associ-

ated with drought, water
scarcity and migration despite
its abundant mineral
resources, land availability
and strategic location
between Bengaluru, Chennai
and Hyderabad, is now at
the centre of the State’s
investment-led development
strategy, sources said.

The 172 State Investment
Promotion Board (SIPB)-
approved projects alone are
expected to attract invest-
ments worth `4.58 lakh crore
and generate nearly 2.76 
lakh jobs.

Along with the 103 invest-
ment proposals signed
during the CII Partnership
Summit, the projects are
expected to create more than
3.57 lakh employment oppor-
tunities across the region.

Tirupati is emerging as an
electronics and advanced
manufacturing hub, led by Sri
City, which has attracted
investments from compa-
nies, including LG Electronics,
Daikin, Carrier Global and
RRP Electronics.

Carrier Global’s proposed
`1,000-crore facility is expect-

ed to generate around 3,000
jobs, while Royal Enfield’s
`2,500-crore manufacturing
complex is expected to
strengthen the automotive
ecosystem.

According to sources, the
State Government also envi-
sions Tirupati emerging as a
Space City  with future
investments in the aero-
space sector.

Similarly, Sri Sathya Sai dis-
trict is attracting major
renewable energy invest-
ments led by Reliance
Industries’ `51,300-crore
energy project alongside
Greenko, Chinta Green
Energy, Adani Hydro Energy
and HFCL.

Kadapa district is strength-
ening its position as a steel
and mineral-based manufac-
turing hub with the JSW steel
plant, proposed IT cluster and
electronics manufacturing
ecosystem at Kopparthy.

Kurnool district is emerg-
ing as a semiconductor and
Drone City with the proposed
`22,976-crore Indichip
Semiconductors project,
logistics infrastructure and 
an expanding drone 
manufacturing ecosystem.

Don’t treat education as commodity: Bengal CM to private institutions

TONY DAS
n Guwahati

Hindi will be introduced as
an official language in the
Assam Legislative Assembly,
alongside Assamese, English
and Bodo from the Budget
Session starting Monday,
Speaker Ranjeet Kumar 
Dass said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Sunday, Dass
said the decision was taken at
the general purpose commit-
tee meeting held a day ago.

“The meeting was held
on Saturday. It was decided
that along with Assamese,
English and Bodo, Hindi will
be introduced as an official
language in the Assembly,”
he said.

“Since Hindi is a ‘Rashtra
Bhasa’, as a sign of respect
for it we have decided 
to  introduce i t  in  the

House,” the Speaker added.
Dass also said the com-

mittee had decided to rename
ALA TV, which streams the
proceedings of the Assembly,
as ‘Assam Bidhan Sabha TV’.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma dis-
missed speculation that

Bodo would be withdrawn
as an official language in
the Assembly.

In a post on X, Sarma said
he had been informed by
the Speaker that there was no
proposal to discontinue the
use of Bodo in the Assembly.

He said the Bodo language

is an inseparable part of
Assam’s rich cultural her-
itage and identity, adding, “It
carries the history, tradi-
tions, and aspirations of the
Bodo community and
enriches the vibrant diversi-
ty that defines our State.”

“The Government of
Assam is fully committed to
preserving and promoting
the Bodo language. We will
continue to make every pos-
sible effort to support its
growth and ensure that it
continues to flourish for gen-
erations to come,” the chief
minister added.

Bodo is among the official
languages included in the
Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution. It was notified
as an Associate Official
Language of the Assembly
through the Assam Official
Language (Amendment)
Act, 2020. 

Hindi to be introduced as official language in
Assam Assembly from Budget session: Speaker

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma met Rajasthan Speaker Vasudev Devnani
during a courtesy call at Lok Sewa Bhawan in Dispur on Sunday

India’s largest rail TBM launched in Mumbai

Andhra’s Rayalaseema emerges as

investment hub with 275 projects 

Maharashtra TET paper leak: Three more held in UP

Rains disrupt Mumbai airport operations for an hour

Prashant Kishor to
contest Bankipur
Assembly bypoll

Rajeev Chandrasekhar blames Congress,
CPI(M) for appeasement politics in Kerala

DMK always remains protective fortress
for minorities, Muslims: Udhayanidhi 



“Mindset” is a powerful word. It influences the choices
we make, the way we face life’s challenges, and how we
interact with others each day.

These choices, challenges, and interactions reflect
either a positive or negative mindset. It is this way of think-
ing that we call “mindset’. Ultimately, it is the kind of per-
spective we bring which shapes our attitudes, influences
our actions, and determines who we are.

I have two friends, who when faced with the similar cir-
cumstances, made different choices, and ended up with
completely different outcomes. It started, when they were
laid off from work, and were devastated. Both had fami-
lies to support and children in college.

Finally, a couple of months later, they found jobs.
However, it was out of town. Relocating to a different city

was a difficult decision. One friend decided to move with
his family. The other friend was reluctant. He was hopeful
that given more time, he would find a job in the same city.

For the family that moved, life gradually got back to
normal.On the other hand, the friend who stayed back was
unemployed for quite a few months. This resulted in him
taking a loan, selling a car and not to mention the mental
anguish and turmoil that he and his family went through.

This is a good example of how both friends state of mind
influenced their choices and affected their lives in complete-
ly different ways. While one saw it as an opportunity for
a better life, the other saw it as the end of the road. Their
mindset was not the same, which prompted them to make
choices that led to different outcomes. 

There are many such situations that we encounter in our
daily lives or even go through them ourselves. In the end,
it all comes down to the choices we make, which, in turn
can make or break a situation.

However, what about people with greater financial
resources. Since they have more money at their disposal,
we can assume, that they have a different mindset, so it
will automatically be easier for them to make desirable
choices. Research shows that while money might contribute
to happiness, it does not guarantee a positive attitude or
optimism. Other factors like relationships, health, purpose
in life, are also important and can determine our mindset.

Another important aspect that depends on our state of
mind is the kind of company we keep. People who are
upbeat and cheerful are more fun to be around as
opposed to people who are pessimistic and constantly com-
plaining about their lives. 

Who would you like to be with and why? The lens
through which we see the world and respond to it is crucial.
Our mindset influences the choices we make, and if left
unchecked, can create a “ripple effect” which can grow
exponentially unless there is a conscious effort to stop it.
After all this discussion about choice, positive and nega-
tive attitude, optimistic and pessimistic people, it all comes
down to our state of mind. While, we cannot always control
the circumstances we face in our lives, we can choose how
we respond to them. The encouraging fact is that life is not
fixed, it can be changed. This is very well captured in the
following proverb, “we cannot change the wind, but we
can adjust the sails.” 

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 
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turn out students who are capable of provid-
ing leadership to our self-governing institutions,
such as municipal corporations, provincial and
central legislatures and also of directing the
affairs in various fields of life such as financial,
commercial and industrial ones.”

Under his leadership, Calcutta University
undertook unique efforts such as improving
library infrastructure, boosting research in sci-
ences, encouraging the study of artefacts and
establishing courses in agriculture, to name a
few. He drew attention to areas such as sports,
teacher training and student welfare. To instil
a sense of pride among students and alumni,
he began a practice of marking 24th January
as the foundation day of the University. He
requested none other than Gurudev Tagore to
compose a song for the University. 

Yet another example of this spirit can be seen
in the later part of his life, when he decided to
form the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. At a time when
the Congress Party was omnipresent, he felt that
there was all the more reason for an alterna-
tive voice to speak up for India’s progress while
staying attached to our cultural roots. It was
perhaps fitting that the party’s symbol was the
Diya, the earthen lamp. A single lamp may
appear modest, yet it possesses the power to
dispel darkness far beyond itself. It is exactly
what the Jana Sangh did both during the years
it was active and beyond. 

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s tenure as
India’s first Minister for Industry and Supply
reveals a statesman whose conception of
development was remarkably comprehensive
and humane. He viewed industry as a means
of restoring dignity, opportunity and confidence
to a newly independent nation. He respected
wealth creation and value addition. While
laying the foundations of modern industrial
India through pioneering initiatives such as the
Damodar Valley Corporation, the Sindri Fertiliser
Plant and a robust industrial policy, he simul-
taneously ensured that India’s traditional
strengths were not neglected. Handlooms,

cottage industries, artisans and
textile workers found in him an
equally committed champion.

Here, I would like to share a
personal experience. The Sindri
plant, which Dr. Mookerjee
worked to establish with a
clear vision of self-reliance,
was ignored by those who ran
the nation for several decades.
I feel honoured that our
Government had the opportu-
nity to contribute to its revival.
It was indeed among the most
special moments to have been
there for that programme. 

India’s civilisational tradi-
tion has long celebrated dia-
logue and discussions. Dr.
Mookerjee embodied this

democratic spirit. He joined Pandit Nehru’s
Cabinet, believing that the task of nation-build-
ing in the early years transcended political dif-
ferences. He served with sincerity and a con-
structive spirit. But when he felt that questions
of national importance demanded a different
course, he relinquished office with dignity and
devoted himself wholeheartedly to the polit-
ical work he believed the nation required.

75 years ago, Pandit Nehru brought the First
Amendment, which was a direct assault on free
speech. Dr. Mookerjee was among its
staunchest critics. He understood fully what the
Congress was capable of doing. And he was
proven right. Those who brought the First
Amendment 75 years ago imposed the
Emergency in 1975 and 50 years ago, brought
in the 42nd Amendment Act, which again struck
at the core of liberal democratic values. 

Dr. Mookerjee also stood out for his human-
itarian efforts. When the most tragic famine
struck Bengal in 1943, Dr. Mookerjee immersed
himself in serving those affected. He ensured
that several canteens and relief centres were
opened to feed people. On one hand, he was
deeply shaken by the plight of his people while
on the other, he was repulsed by the insensi-
tivity of the colonial rulers. He even wrote a
book, Panchasher Manwantar, in which he
expressed his angst. When a super cyclone hit
Medinipur in 1942, his efforts to restore normal-
cy were widely lauded. 

Speaking at a college in Kolkata, Dr.
Mookerjee urged the youth, “Whatever work
you undertake, do it seriously, thoroughly and
well; never leave it half-done or undone,
never feel yourself satisfied unless and until you
have given it your very best.” As India advances
towards the goal of a Viksit 

Bharat, the finest tribute we can pay him is
to strive every day to build the strong, united,
self-confident and compassionate India that he
so deeply believed in. And knowing today’s
youth, I am certain they will rise to the occa-
sion and do exactly that. 

Editor’s

America turned 250 this weekend, and the birthday came
wrapped in fireworks, heat warnings, and a president who
could not resist turning  it into his own campaign. That
combination — genuine national milestone, genuine
logistical chaos, and unmistakable self-promotion — tells
you almost everything about where the country stands as it
enters its next quarter-millennium. The official festivities
were real enough.

Crowds gathered on the National Mall after it reopened
despite a punishing heatwave. But the anniversary’s
defining image came a day earlier at Mount Rushmore,
where Donald Trump delivered a speech billed as a tribute
to American exceptionalism that veered, as several outlets
noted, into warnings that communism poses a “mortal
threat” to American liberty — an odd note of menace for a
birthday toast.

It fit a pattern: at an earlier Freedom 250 kickoff in Iowa,
Trump told supporters of his political opponents, “I hate
them. I cannot stand them because I really believe they
hate our country.” 

Trump has been building a parallel apparatus —
Freedom 250, a White House-created entity he personally
chairs — that sits awkwardly alongside the congressionally
chartered America250 commission. The Interior
Department funneled at least $68.3 million in taxpayer
money to the effort, while Freedom 250 solicited corporate
sponsorships up to $10 million from companies like
Palantir, Boeing, and United Airlines — firms that also hold
hefty federal contracts.

House Democrats have called it a “hotbed of corruption”;
Freedom 250 calls the charge false. Either way, a shared
national anniversary has been split into two competing
brands, one of them built around a single man.

Which raises the harder question the fireworks can’t
hide: is any of this evidence of a country still capable of
running the world, or of one too distracted by its own
internal fights to notice it’s slipping? 

The honest answer is that both camps have real
evidence. Beijing’s leadership calls America a “fading
giant,” and there’s no shortage of American commentators
cataloguing debt, dysfunction, and eroding alliances to
match. But the counterargument is equally solid: no rival,
China included, has matched America’s combination of
military reach, financial centrality, and technological depth,
and polling shows Americans themselves remain divided
rather than resigned about their country’s trajectory.

What’s genuinely new isn’t decline — it’s the spectacle of
a leader treating a shared civic milestone as personal
marketing.

Empires have survived worse than a gaudy sponsor list.
Whether they survive a citizenry that no longer agrees on
what the anniversary is for is a different, and much older,
American question.

As America celebrates its 250th anniversary the
larger question is: can a nation so divided at
home continue to project leadership abroad

United in celebration,
divided in spirit

India-Japan ties enters a more strategic phase
Apropos “Delhi and Tokyo rewrite their strategic

compact” (July 4), the latest India-Japan summit marks a
significant evolution in one of Asia’s most trusted part-
nerships. Beyond ceremonial warmth and diplomatic sym-
bolism, both countries have recognised the need to
strengthen cooperation in response to an increasingly
uncertain geopolitical environment. The emphasis has
shifted from development assistance to economic secu-
rity, resilient supply chains, clean energy, advanced tech-
nology and defence collaboration. The signing of twelve
agreements, alongside the first joint defence initiative,
reflects growing strategic trust. 

India and Japan are seeking to reduce excessive
dependence on China for critical technologies, semicon-
ductors, rare earths and pharmaceutical inputs. Japan con-
tributes capital, technological excellence and manufac-
turing expertise, while India offers scale, skilled talent and
a rapidly expanding market. 

The large number of business agreements concluded
during the Economic Forum further demonstrates
investor confidence in this partnership. By aligning their
economic and strategic priorities, Delhi and Tokyo are
building a durable framework for regional stability, pros-
perity and long-term resilience.

K CHIDANAND KUMAR | BENGALURUI 

Iran’s funeral diplomacy 
The funeral of Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, is expected to carry significance well beyond
religious observance. By linking the ceremony with
Muharram and the symbolism of sacrifice associated
with Imam Husayn, Tehran seeks to reinforce themes of
resistance, national unity and continuity with the ideals
of the 1979 Islamic Revolution. At a time of economic
hardship and geopolitical uncertainty, such symbolism
is intended to strengthen domestic resolve while
projecting stability to the outside world. 
The presence of international delegations, including
India’s representation by Minister of State for External
Affairs Pabitra Margherita and Bihar Governor Lt. Gen.
(Retd.) Syed Ata Hasnain, reflects the importance many
countries attach to maintaining diplomatic
engagement with Iran despite continuing regional
tensions. The absence of an official US delegation
highlights the persistence of strained relations between
Washington and Tehran. For India, participation is a
prudent diplomatic gesture that preserves channels of
communication with a key regional partner while
reaffirming its independent foreign policy. Such
balanced engagement serves India’s long-term
strategic and energy interests.

R.S. NARULA | PATIALA  

TAKE

DR MOOKERJEE
ALSO STOOD OUT

FOR HIS
HUMANITARIAN
EFFORTS. WHEN

THE MOST TRAGIC
FAMINE STRUCK
BENGAL IN 1943,
DR. MOOKERJEE

IMMERSED
HIMSELF IN

SERVING THOSE
AFFECTED. HE

ENSURED THAT
SEVERAL

CANTEENS AND
RELIEF CENTRES

WERE OPENED TO
FEED PEOPLE

Gajan Sanyasis take part in rituals for the Dharamraj festival procession, in
Birbhum, West Bengal PHOTO: PTI

PIC TALK

The report highlighting Pakistan’s

growing role in promoting

Chinese defence equipment

deserves serious attention.

Islamabad is no longer merely a

buyer of Chinese military

hardware but is increasingly

emerging as Beijing’s preferred

intermediary for expanding its

strategic footprint across West

Asia and Africa. 

The proposed sale of JF-17

fighter aircraft and associated

military systems to Libya

illustrates how China can

strengthen its defence-industrial

presence while maintaining a

degree of diplomatic distance.

Such transfers could complicate

regional conflicts, undermine

international arms embargoes

and intensify geopolitical

rivalries. 

With more than 80 per cent of

Pakistan’s recent arms imports

originating from China, the two

countries have developed an

exceptionally close defence

partnership. 

Pakistan is now actively

marketing Chinese-origin aircraft,

drones, air-defence systems and

related equipment to countries

across the Middle East and Africa.

As shifting regional security

dynamics create new

opportunities, Beijing appears

determined to leverage Pakistan

as its gateway into emerging

defence markets. 

This strategy extends China’s

influence beyond conventional

diplomacy and could reshape the

regional balance of power. India

and other stakeholders must

closely monitor these

developments and recalibrate

their strategic responses

accordingly.
BHAGWAN THADANI, MUMBAI

PAKISTAN AS CHINA’S DEFENCE PROXY
RAISES STRATEGIC CONCERNS
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

If there was one ideal that defined Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s public life above all else, it was the indivisibility of India. He
stood firm during the upheaval of Partition to ensure that West Bengal remained an integral part of India

A life devoted to India’s unity & progress

The writer is the Prime
Minister of India

Prevention is the best cure
World Zoonoses Day, observed on July 6, commem-

orates Louis Pasteur’s historic administration of the first
rabies vaccine in 1885 and serves as a reminder of the
continuing threat posed by diseases transmitted
between animals and humans. The Covid-19 pandem-
ic underscored how devastating zoonotic diseases can
become. Rabies, anthrax, brucellosis and bird flu con-
tinue to threaten public health, while poor sanitation,
unsafe food practices and increasing human encroach-
ment into wildlife habitats have heightened the risk of
new outbreaks. 

According to the World Health Organization, nearly
60 per cent of known infectious diseases originate in
animals, highlighting the need for coordinated preven-
tive action. Farmers, livestock handlers, veterinarians
and others working closely with animals require
greater awareness of zoonotic risks and access to vac-
cination and preventive healthcare. Governments
should strengthen disease surveillance, improve vet-
erinary infrastructure and promote the One Health
approach that integrates human, animal and environ-
mental health. Investing in prevention, public aware-
ness and international cooperation is far more effec-
tive and economical than responding to  pandemics.

GANAPATHI BHAT | AKOLA 

SHARMILA
VAIDYA

Today, 6th July, is a special day for countless
people who cherish the ideals of nationalism and
selfless service. We commemorate the 125th birth
anniversary of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
whose life remains a timeless example of
courage and unwavering commitment to Maa
Bharti. Few leaders in modern India embodied
the seamless confluence of intellect, public
service and moral conviction as profoundly as Dr.
Syama Prasad Mookerjee. 

The young Syama Prasad was born into circum-
stances that could easily have assured him a pro-
tected and comfortable life. His father, Sir
Ashutosh Mookerjee, was among the foremost
educationists and intellectuals of his age. Yet,
while destiny placed before him a path of privi-
lege, his conscience led him towards one of sac-
rifice and national service. He was convinced that
he could not remain a mute spectator to the tur-
bulence of his times, be it fighting colonialism,
communalism, humanitarian challenges and
more. Along this journey, he endured profound
personal tragedies, including the loss of an
infant child and, later, his wife. Yet, these
tragedies only deepened his resolve and strength-
ened his unwavering commitment to serve.

If there was one ideal that defined Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee’s public life above all else, it was
the indivisibility of India. He stood firm during the
upheaval of Partition to ensure that West Bengal
remained an integral part of India. A few years
later, that very conviction drew him to Jammu and
Kashmir. Imprisonment did not deter him and iso-
lation did not diminish him. His life came to an
abrupt end in detention, far from the countless
people whose cause he had made his own. There
are moments in history when an individual’s final
sacrifice transcends politics and enters the realm
of national memory. Dr. Mookerjee’s last journey
remains one such moment. Acharya Vinoba Bhave
said that Dr. Mookerjee sacrificed himself for a
cause in which he had faith. Years later, the revo-
cation of Articles 370 and 35(A) in 2019 was the
most fitting tribute to his martyrdom.

Dr. Mookerjee put India First and Indian values
first. And he did it by building institutions and nur-
turing systems that defied conventional mindsets
of those times. He became the youngest Vice
Chancellor of the University of Calcutta. In his
unique style, he brought positive changes that
were patriotic and futuristic. Addressing a con-
ference of educators, Dr. Mookerjee put it won-
derfully when he said, “It is incorrect to look upon
educational institutions as factories to produce
potential clerks and low-paid staff. We have to

Mindset that shapes our lives
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Although science
has made
t r e m e n d o u s
progress and
humanity has
advanced from
tribal societies to
the age of
A r t i f i c i a l
Intelligence (AI),
we have never
been able to
conquer nature—

neither in the past nor in the present. Certainly,
scientific advancement has enabled us to antic-
ipate potential dangers and make prepara-
tions in advance to reduce their risks. However,
this is much like creating the causes of destruc-
tion ourselves, nurturing them knowingly or
unknowingly, repeatedly inviting disaster, and
then searching for ways to protect ourselves from
it.
We are talking about earthquakes, a natural dis-
aster that has recently caused devastation in
Venezuela, where more than 1,500 people have
reportedly lost their lives, hundreds have been
seriously injured, and thousands are still missing.
The scale of destruction can be understood from
the fact that after a series of powerful tremors,
one city in Venezuela was almost completely
destroyed. Earthquakes measuring magnitudes
of 7.2 and 7.5 caused widespread devastation.
According to research, around 500,000 earth-
quakes occur worldwide every year. Of these,

only about 100,000 are felt by people,
and approximately 100 cause signifi-
cant damage. Between 2000 and 2025,
an average of 134 earthquakes of mag-
nitude 6.0 to 6.9 occurred annually. In
comparison, earthquakes with magni-
tudes between 7.0 and 7.9, like the two
that struck Venezuela, occurred less
than 14 times per year on average.
Earthquakes of magnitude 8.0 or higher
are even rarer, with only about one
such event occurring worldwide each
year on average. In some years over
recent decades, no earthquake above
magnitude 8.0 occurred at all. The most
powerful earthquake in recorded
history struck the Biobío region of Chile
in 1960. Measuring 9.5 on the Richter
scale, it killed 1,655 people and left
nearly two million homeless.
Uttarakhand is also highly vulnerable
to earthquakes and is categorised into seismic
Zones IV, V, and VI. The geological condition of
this mountainous state is far from stable and
remains highly active. The Indian Plate contin-
ues to move beneath the Eurasian Plate, causing
geological stress to increase continuously.
Geologists believe that a catastrophic earthquake
could strike Uttarakhand at any time. From a geo-
logical perspective, the Himalayan region has
long been considered extremely sensitive. Due
to ongoing tectonic activity, the Himalayas
continue to rise, and their elevation increases
gradually year after year.

In this context, the new seismic zoning map pre-
pared by the Wadia Institute of Himalayan
Geology and the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
has raised concerns. According to the scientific
classification in the revised map, several areas
of Uttarakhand have now been included in Zone
VI, indicating that the geological conditions of
this Himalayan state have become extremely
sensitive. Scientists have expressed concern and
warned that ignoring the expected seismic
risks and geological realities would be a serious
mistake. Therefore, earthquake-resistant con-
struction can play a major role in minimising

damage.
A positive development in this
direction is the construction of
1,872 earthquake-resistant houses
under the Prime Minister’s Urban
Housing Scheme in Bagwala,
Rudrapur, the district headquarters
of Udham Singh Nagar. This initia-
tive is being viewed as an impor-
tant step toward preparing for
future seismic threats.
According to geologists, the colli-
sion between the Indian and
Eurasian Plates has been continu-
ing for millions of years. At present,
this interaction is generating
immense geological  stress.
Whenever this accumulated stress
is released, earthquakes occur and
the ground shakes violently. Since
the Indian Plate continues to move

beneath the Eurasian Plate, the stress between
the two plates keeps increasing, making the pos-
sibility of a major earthquake ever present.
However, it is impossible to predict exactly when
such an earthquake may occur.
According to geologists, under the new zoning
classification, Chamoli, Pithoragarh, Bageshwar,
and Rudraprayag have been placed in the
highly sensitive seismic Zone VI. Uttarkashi, Tehri
Garhwal, Pauri Garhwal, Almora, and Champawat
fall under Zone V. Dehradun, Nainital, Haridwar,
and Udham Singh Nagar are classified under
Zone IV. However, the revised classification

issued in 2025 also suggests that the entire state
of Uttarakhand should be considered as falling
under Zone VI due to its overall seismic vulner-
ability.
Experts believe that protection from earth-
quakes largely depends on earthquake-resistant
construction techniques. Buildings should be
constructed on solid ground, and in mountain-
ous areas, structures should ideally be built on
stable rock formations. Maintaining a safe dis-
tance from riverbanks is equally important.
Construction on loose debris or unstable soil
should be strictly avoided. Traditional building
techniques used in the Himalayan region were
often naturally earthquake-resistant, and many
of these methods can still be adopted today to
reduce earthquake-related risks.
Ultimately, protection from earthquakes lies
largely in our own hands—through stronger
buildings and better preparedness. The forma-
tion of the Himalayas will not stop, nor will the
movement and collision of tectonic plates
cease. Japan experiences earthquakes almost
every day, yet large-scale casualties are rare
because building regulations are strict and
people are well prepared. Therefore, whether it
is your home or your business establishment, it
is important to ensure that the structure has been
built according to earthquake-resistant stan-
dards.

For more than 150 years, India’s criminal justice system
operated under colonial laws designed for governance,
not democracy. The Indian Penal Code of 1860, the Code
of Criminal Procedure from 1898, and the Indian
Evidence Act of 1872 endured for decades after
Independence. On July 1, 2024, India took a robust deci-
sion to replace colonial laws with the Bharatiya Nyay
Sanhita (BNS, the new criminal code), Bhartiya Nagrik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS, the new criminal procedure
code), and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA, the new
evidence law)-arguably the most sweeping reform of
criminal law in independent India. As Director General
of Police, Haryana, I have witnessed this dramatic change

not just as an administrator but as a practitioner-standing alongside my team on the
front lines. Haryana now leads in rolling out new criminal laws (NCL), and I saw every
step of this transition up close. We retrained investigators, redesigned workflows, and
embraced emerging technology. The learning curve was steep, but reform was essen-
tial. Think about this: when IPC 420 became BNS 318, and IPC 302 became BNS 101, inves-
tigators-many with limited education and formal training-had to unlearn decades-old
procedures and master entirely new sections almost overnight. To understand the mag-
nitude of this transformation, it is important to consider India’s longstanding challenges: 

Replacing  endless  delay  with  accountability:  India’s biggest criminal justice problem
is delay. More than 5.58 crore cases are pending; only 21,285 judges have to handle them.
Justice can move at a crawl. Public trust erodes. A famous Hindi movie dialogue-’Tarikh
pe Tarikh’-is not merely cinematic exaggeration. It’s more like a documentary descrip-
tion. BNSS directly reduces delays by setting enforceable timelines. Investigators must
finish probes into sexual offences against women within two months, and judges must
deliver verdicts within set periods after arguments. The law restricts adjournments, and
if investigations lag, statutory bail gives the accused automatic rights after set dead-
lines. Technology strengthens these new timelines. Digital evidence platforms like e-
Sakshya, an electronic management system, create time-stamped, geo-tagged crime
scene records. Evidence integrity is secured. Justice becomes accountable to the clock. 

Addressing  the  undertrial  crisis: Picture waiting in jail for years without conviction.
That’s reality for nearly 76 per cent of India’s prison-
ers: undertrials hoping for justice, yet stuck in limbo.
The new framework brings time-bound investiga-
tions. Default bail comes into play if deadlines are
missed. Video conferencing for remand proceedings
has become common. Release must be considered
after an undertrial serves a set portion of the
maximum sentence. These measures uphold the
essence of liberty. 

From  witness  testimony  to  scientific  evidence:
Imagine testifying in court, knowing your memory
or safety could sway the outcome. In the past, heavy
reliance on oral testimony left cases vulnerable-wit-
nesses sometimes turned hostile or were intimidat-
ed. The new laws lift forensic and electronic evidence to a higher standard. Forensic
investigations are now mandatory for serious offences. Digital records are more broadly
admissible. Scientific investigation methods receive more reliance. Memory matters less.
The evidentiary foundation grows stronger. In Haryana, mobile forensic teams get to
crime scenes directly. SOC experts lift evidence independently. Fingerprints, DNA, digital
footprints, and other traces are preserved before they deteriorate. The evidentiary chain
is stronger. The truth has a better chance in court. 

Recognising  the  crimes  of  the  twenty-ffirst  century: Colonial codes never anticipated
cybercrime, organised syndicates, or digital financial networks. Nor did they foresee
mob lynching. The BNS explicitly addresses these threats. Protections for women and
children are also bolstered. Key safeguards from Supreme Court judgments-such as manda-
tory FIR registration and arrest protections-are now statutory, not just judicial interpre-
tations. Citizens get statutory rights. They are not left to wait for court clarification. Fifth,
making justice accessible from the FIR: Have you or someone you know hesitated to
report a crime because of unclear rules about where to file a complaint? 

For generations, such jurisdictional disputes kept many silent, steering them away
from seeking justice. Zero FIR allows a complaint to be filed at any station, regardless
of where the crime happened. Electronic FIR (e-FIR) lets people file complaints digital-
ly-no need to visit the police station. Witness protection, video-link testimony, and mea-
sures to conceal identity all help. Decriminalisation moves these goals forward. Community
service for low-harm offences helps. Crowded prisons become less so; the stigma of a
criminal conviction is reduced for minor offences. These steps point toward a more
humane, modern legal framework. 

How Haryana has made it to the top 
Legal reform matters only when put into practice. Haryana recently became the top-

ranked state implementing the new criminal laws, with a score of 94.42 as of June 21.
This result is not mere symbolism. It is the product of sustained investment in capaci-
ty building. This ranking rests on four pillars: administrative reforms, operational effi-
ciency, integration of ICT (information and communication technology), and interop-
erability with the Criminal Justice System (ICJS). Every investigating officer now oper-
ates under the new framework and is guided by the I.O.  

Mobile Application, Mobile forensic units, stronger witness protection, and digital tools
now directly support field investigators. These advances stretch beyond policing. Electronic
summons, digital case management, and video conferencing save money, workforce,
and time. These tools boost efficiency and transparency. Haryana’s e-Challan system
cut CO2 emissions by 8,165 kg in four months. E-Summons and video-conference hear-
ings saved Rs 26 crore within six to seven months. Person-hours saved now go to inves-
tigation and patrol-no more escorting undertrials or filing physical papers.  Scientific
thinking and evidence-focused work have grown. For police, our role in this shift is more
than administrative. It is moral too.  Using mobile forensic units tells victims: their truth
matters. Issuing e-summons demonstrates respect for witnesses’ time. Closing a case
with a digital chargesheet backed by DNA, voice samples, CCTV footage, and forensic
reports shows the court that the police value truth over convenience. The new crimi-
nal laws have provided us with tools. Still, it is essential that every stakeholder-police,
prosecution, FSL, judiciary, government, and the public-uses them with rigour, integri-
ty, and urgency. Isn’t the real goal a justice system you can
trust-where speed meets fairness? Ultimately, we want trials
that are not just faster but worthy of a sovereign people.
Citizens should approach justice with confidence, not fear.
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has also sharpened perceptions of factionalism inside the Trusts.
These developments are troubling not merely because they

involve boardroom rivalries, but because the Tata Group is sys-
temically important to India itself. The conglomerate contributes
roughly 4 per cent of India’s GDP through its vast ecosystem
of over 100 companies. Its listed firms collectively command
a market capitalisation exceeding $365 billion: larger than the
GDP of nations such as Finland, Greece, Qatar, and Pakistan. The
group employs hundreds of thousands directly and supports
millions indirectly. Giants like Tata Consultancy Services, Tata
Steel, Tata Motors, Titan Company, Trent and Air India are not
merely corporations; they are strategic national assets. This is
precisely why the current turbulence cannot be treated as an
internal family quarrel alone. The Tata Group represents India’s
corporate credibility before global investors. Prolonged insta-
bility at the top can affect market confidence, employment sen-
timent, foreign investment perception, and long-term strate-
gic projects including semiconductors, aviation, digital infra-
structure, and manufacturing expansion.

In this context, Noel Tata emerges as perhaps the most natural
and institutionally acceptable successor to anchor the future
of the Tata empire. Unlike external technocrats or transient exec-
utives, Noel Tata carries both family continuity and deep oper-
ational experience. Over decades, he quietly built successful busi-
nesses within the group, especially through Trent and Tata
International. He lacks the flamboyance associated with some
corporate leaders, but that may actually be his strength. The
Tata Group historically flourished under understated steward-
ship rather than personality cults.

Equally important is the symbolic dimension. The Tata insti-
tution was built upon a distinct Parsi legacy of philanthropy,
moderation, trusteeship, and long-term thinking. Many within
the community and the wider business ecosystem believe the
continuity of that ethos matters deeply to preserving the soul
of the institution. Noel Tata possesses both lineage legitimacy
and managerial maturity, making him uniquely placed to restore
equilibrium between the Trusts, Tata Sons, minority sharehold-
ers, and the broader public.

The government of the day and India’s business establish-
ment, therefore, have a larger responsibility. This does not mean
interference in private enterprise, but rather encouraging sta-
bility, transparency, and institutional continuity in a conglom-
erate whose health is intertwined with India’s economic con-
fidence. Reports already suggest senior government figures have
informally encouraged reconciliation among competing fac-
tions.

The roadmap forward must involve three critical reforms. First,
governance structures within Tata Trusts and Tata Sons must
become more transparent and rules-based, reducing the
scope for personality-driven conflicts. Second, a stable succes-
sion architecture should be institutionalised to avoid recurring
uncertainty. Third, strategic focus must return to operational
excellence rather than internal factional battles.

India cannot afford to see its most respected corporate jewel
descend into prolonged instability. The Tata Group is bigger than
individuals, larger than boardroom camps, and far more impor-
tant than transient egos. Preserving its legacy requires recon-
ciliation, institutional discipline, and leadership rooted in con-
tinuity and trust. At this crucial moment, Noel Tata appears best
positioned to provide precisely that stabilising anchor for the
future of corporate India.

The Tata legacy is India’s pride

The writer is Chairman & Editorial
Board Member of The Pioneer.  
Views presented are personal

How new criminal laws

are transforming policingThe House of Tata is the grand vision of India’s ethical Parsi business community: a legacy of trusteeship,
integrity, and nation-building that must remain rooted in its founding values to continue 

serving India’s long-term national interest.

Uttarakhand: Rising geological stress is increasing the risk

The turbulence within
the Tata Group and its
holding structure, Tata
Sons, is no ordinary cor-
porate dispute. It con-
cerns the future of one of
India’s greatest industri-
al institutions, a con-
glomerate built over
more than 150 years
through vision, philan-
thropy, discipline, and
national commitment.
Founded by legendary
Jamsetji Tata and elevat-

ed to global stature under J. R. D. Tata, the Tata name
became synonymous with ethical capitalism and nation-
building. The institution survived colonial rule, socialist
India, liberalisation, and global competition because it pos-
sessed something beyond commercial strength: moral
legitimacy and civilisational trust.

That moral capital, however, has faced repeated strain
in the last decade. Many observers believe the abrupt and
unceremonious removal of Cyrus Mistry in 2016 marked
a defining rupture in the Tata ethos. Mistry, despite rep-
resenting the Shapoorji Pallonji family that held nearly
18.4% of Tata Sons, was widely regarded as one of the most
capable and understated corporate leaders of his gener-
ation. His removal triggered a bitter legal and emotion-
al battle that eventually reached the Supreme Court. While
the courts ruled in favour of Tata Sons, the larger
damage was reputational. For the first time, India’s most
respected business house appeared vulnerable to opaque
boardroom politics and personality-driven governance.

The return of Ratan Tata after Mistry’s exit restored tem-
porary stability, but the controversy permanently altered
public perception. Ratan Tata remained an immensely
admired public figure, yet critics increasingly ques-
tioned whether emotional decision-making and exces-
sive centralisation weakened institutional processes
within the group.  The tragedy deepened further after Cyrus
Mistry’s untimely death in 2022, which transformed a cor-
porate dispute into a lingering moral question within
Indian industry. Today, after Ratan Tata’s passing, the Tata
establishment faces another difficult phase. Internal ten-
sions have emerged within Tata Trusts, the philanthrop-
ic entities that control roughly 66 per cent of Tata Sons.
Disagreements over governance, succession, board
appointments, and strategic direction have increasing-
ly spilled into the public domain. Reports suggest divisions
among trustees, including Noel Tata, N. Chandrasekaran,
Mehli Mistry, Venu Srinivasan, Darius Khambata and others
over board representation and the future structure of gov-
ernance. The conflict has intensified over questions such
as whether Tata Sons should eventually be listed, how the
Trusts should exercise authority, and who should shape
the future of the conglomerate. Noel Tata reportedly raised
concerns regarding losses in businesses such as Air India
and Tata Digital, while debates over trustee appointments
and succession planning have further widened internal
fault lines. The exit and sidelining of Mehli Mistry, a long-
time confidant of Ratan Tata and cousin of Cyrus Mistry,
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PM’s degree record: Gujarat
court rejects Kejriwal’s plea

A sessions court on Saturday rejected AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal’s plea challenging a magistrate’s order dismissing
his application seeking the records related to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s educational degrees.

Sessions judge PB Patel rejected the revision application
challenging the March 10, 2026 order passed by a
metropolitan magistrate.

The former Delhi chief minister had filed the plea as part
of the ongoing trial against him and fellow Aam Aadmi Party
leader Sanjay Singh in a criminal defamation case filed by
Gujarat University for allegedly claiming that the varsity
possibly issued fake degrees to Modi and the PM’s degress
could be fake.

Appearing for Gujarat University, advocate Amit Nair
argued that Kejriwal and Singh are already facing a
defamation trial, and the revision application amounted to
an attempt to retrospectively justify their alleged statements
through a “fishing inquiry.”

This was not permitted under the law, the lawyer said.
University registrar Piyush Patel in 2023 filed the criminal

defamation case against the two leaders over their
“sarcastic” and “derogatory” statement against the university
regarding Modi’s degree.

Earlier, the Gujarat High Court had set aside the Chief
Information Commissioner’s order to the university to
disclose the details of the PM’s degrees. (PNS)

Delhi Court seeks NIA reply on
US inmate’s American diet plea

A Delhi court on Saturday sought a response from the NIA
over a plea by Matthew Aaron Van Dyke — accused in a terror
conspiracy case involving alleged links to ethnic armed
groups in India and Myanmar — who sought an American
diet during his stay in prison.

Van Dyke, an US citizen, was arrested by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) on March 13, along with six
Ukrainian nationals, after they allegedly infiltrated into
India from Myanmar via the Mizoram border before being
intercepted at various domestic airports across the country.

The group, suspected to have been operating as
mercenaries, is being probed for a wide-ranging terror
conspiracy, including assistance to ethnic armed groups in
India and Myanmar, and imparting drone training to them.

Advocates Rohit Dandriyal and Rohit Gour, counsel for
Van Dyke who is presently in judicial custody, said they
moved an application before Special Judge Prashant
Sharma seeking permission to provide him with an
American-style diet on humanitarian grounds.

They said their client had apparently been on “hunger
strike” for around 50 days, during which he has consumed
mostly liquids such as soy milk and juice.

According to the advocates, Van Dyke has been unable to
consume regular prison meals on account of his dietary
habits and inability to tolerate the spicy, oily and deep-fried
food ordinarily served in prison.

“The application states that the prolonged hunger strike
has resulted in significant deterioration of his physical
condition, leaving him extremely weak and with
substantially reduced immunity,” the advocates said.

The application further states that the accused’s
deteriorating health was evident during his appearance
before the court, where he was unable to stand, visibly frail
and experienced considerable difficulty in addressing the
court, they said.

On Friday, Van Dyke was brought to court in a wheelchair,
following which his judicial custody, and that of five other
Ukrainian nationals, was extended till August 1. (PNS)

The Supreme Court’s decision yes-
terday to set aside orders passed
by NCLT and NCLAT on the basis of
fake AI-generated citations is a
timely warning. It is not a rejection
of artificial intelligence. It is a
reminder that in matters of law, AI
can assist the mind, but it cannot
replace judgment. A court system
may use machines to become
faster ,  but  i t  cannot al low
machines to make it careless.

The problem is not that lawyers
used AI. The problem is that they
used it without verification. Fake
judgments, hallucinated precedents
and non-existent citations are not
minor technical errors. In law, a
false citation can distort reasoning,
mislead a judge, burden the oppo-
site party and damage public con-
fidence. A hallucinated case is not
merely wrong information; it is a
counterfeit legal authority.

India’s judiciary is overburdened.
Millions of pending cases, repeat-
ed adjournments, bulky records
and uneven access to legal assis-
tance make a strong case for tech-
nology. AI can help in transcription,
translation, cause-list manage-
ment,  case clustering,  legal
research, summarising pleadings,
detecting contradictions, schedul-
ing hearings, flagging limitation
issues and making court records

searchable. These are not futuris-
tic ideas. They are practical tools for
a system that needs speed without
sacrificing fairness.

But the courtroom is not a call
centre, and justice is not a produc-
tivity metric. The judicial function
rests on facts, law, reason and con-
science. AI may retrieve, organise
and summarise. It must not silent-
ly invent, embellish or substitute.
The human element must remain in
the driving seat, as the Supreme
Court rightly emphasised.

The first principle should be
mandatory human verification.
No lawyer, litigant or court officer
should be permitted to rely on an
AI-generated case, quotation,
statute, circular or order unless it
has been checked against an
authentic legal database or offi-
cial source. Every citation pro-
duced with AI assistance should
carry a verification trail: case
number, court, date, neutral cita-
tion where available, and source.
“AI gave it to me” cannot be a
defence. It should be treated as
professional negligence.

Second, courts should insist on
disclosure. If AI has been used
materially in drafting pleadings,
written submissions, case compila-
tions or summaries, the filing should
say so. This does not mean stigma-
tising AI use. On the contrary, dis-
closure normalises responsible use.
It tells the court that the lawyer
understands the tool and has taken
responsibility for the output. Secret
use of AI creates risk; disclosed and
verified use creates trust.

Third,  plagiarism must be

addressed seriously. AI makes
copying easier, but it also makes
unattributed borrowing harder
to detect. Legal drafting often
draws on precedents, model
clauses and earlier pleadings, but
there is a difference between
legitimate reliance and intellectu-
al dishonesty. Where AI is used to
generate arguments, the lawyer
must still ensure originality, attri-
bution and accuracy. Courts and
bar councils should develop norms
for AI-assisted drafting: quote only
with source, paraphrase only after
understanding, and never pass
off another author’s reasoning as
one’s own.

Fourth, official legal AI platforms
should be developed for the judicia-
ry and the Bar. Lawyers are current-
ly using open, general-purpose tools
that may not be trained on complete
Indian law, may hallucinate cita-
tions, and may not protect confiden-
tiality. India needs secure, court-
approved AI systems linked to
authenticated databases such as

Supreme Court, High Court and tri-
bunal records. Such platforms should
not “imagine” law; they should
retrieve law. Where the database
does not contain an authority, the
system must say so clearly.

Fifth, AI tools must be designed
with guardrails. Any judicial AI
system should have source-linking,
audit logs, confidence indicators,
version history and strict limits on
generative output. A legal research
tool should not produce a fabricat-
ed judgment because a user has
framed a persuasive prompt. It
should refuse unsupported
answers. In law, silence is better
than fiction.

Sixth, responsibility must be fixed.
If an advocate files fake AI-generat-
ed material, the advocate remains
accountable. If a junior drafts it, the
senior remains accountable. If a law
firm uses AI, the firm must have
internal protocols. If a court registry
uses AI to summarise records, the
authorised officer must verify 
it .  Accountability cannot be 

outsourced to an algorithm.
Seventh, judges need training, not

just software. AI literacy should
become part of judicial academies
and bar training. Judges must know
what AI can do, what it cannot do,
and where its risks lie. A judge need
not become a computer scientist,
but must understand hallucina-
tion, bias, data limitations, deep-
fakes, prompt manipulation and
confidentiality risks. The best
defence against bad technology is
not fear; it is informed supervision.

Finally, AI should be used to
expand access to justice.
Translation into Indian languages,
simplified summaries for litigants,
automated status updates, assis-
tance for persons with disabili-
ties, and easier access to legal aid
can transform the citizen’s experi-
ence of courts. This is where AI’s
greatest promise lies: not in replac-
ing judges or lawyers, but in reduc-
ing the distance between law and
the ordinary citizen.

The Supreme Court’s warning
should therefore not lead to a
retreat from AI. It should lead to a
mature framework for its use.
India’s judiciary should adopt AI
with ambition, but also with consti-
tutional caution. Efficiency is desir-
able; integrity is non-negotiable.

AI can help courts move faster.
But justice must still move with
reason, responsibility and truth.
The machine may assist the 
law. It must never be allowed to
counterfeit it.

The writer is a former Secretary to
Government of India
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The Supreme Court has
upheld the Delhi High Court
ruling that a wife can seek
assistance of the court to
collect evidence such as call
detail records (CDRs) and
hotel booking details of her
husband to substantiate her
charge of adultery levelled
against him. 

A bench of Justices
Manmohan and K Vinod
Chandran dismissed the
appeal filed by the estranged
husband against the high
court order of May 10, 2023.

“Having heard learned
counsel for the parties, this
court is of the view that no
interference is called for with
the impugned judgment,” it
said while dismissing the
appeal on Thursday. 

On May 10, 2023, the high
court said law recognises

adultery as a ground for
divorce and it will not be in
public interest for the court to
come to the aid of a married
man, who indulged in alleged
sexual relationships outside
the wedlock, on the premise
of right to privacy.

The high court referred to
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion holding that though the
right to privacy is a constitu-
tionally protected right, it is
not an absolute right and it

has to be necessarily subject
to reasonable restrictions,
especially when the restric-
tions are in public interest.

The high court made the
observations while dismissing
a man’s plea challenging a
family court’s December 14,
2022, order to preserve the
documents related to reserva-
tion, payment details and ID
proofs of a particular room in
a hotel for the period
between April 29 and May 1

last year and send it to the
court in a sealed cover.

It further said that when a
wife seeks court’s help for
procuring evidence which
would go a long way to prove
adultery on the part of her
husband, court must step in.

“This would be in conso-
nance with Section 14 of the
Family Courts Act which gives
a leeway to the court to con-
sider evidence which may be
not admissible or relevant
under the Indian Evidence
Act,” the high court had said.

Section 14 of the Family
Courts Act states that the
family court may receive as
evidence any report, state-
ment, documents, informa-
tion or any other matter
which it thinks may assist the
court to deal with a dispute,
whether or not the same
would be otherwise relevant
or admissible under the
Indian Evidence Act.

SC upholds Delhi HC order rejecting adulterous
man’s claim to right to privacy in divorce case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Delhi Gymkhana Club
members and staff have
moved the Delhi High Court
against the Centre’s show-
cause notice for eviction
from its 27.3-acre premises
on Safdarjung Road.

The applications, which
seek a stay on the operation
of the show-cause notice,
have been listed for hearing
before Justice Avneesh
Jhingan on July 6.

The pleas by Vijay
Khurana and Delhi
Gymkhana Club Ltd Staff
Welfare Association form
part of their pending lawsuit
following the Land and
Development Office’s
(L&DO) May 22 order termi-
nating the perpetual lease
deed and asking the colo-
nial-era club to return its
land by June 5 on grounds of
“strengthening and securing
defence infrastructure”.

On June 29, the L&DO
under the Union Housing
and Urban Affairs Ministry
issued a show-cause notice
to the club, asking it to
explain why an eviction
order should not be passed
against it under the Public
Premises (Eviction of
Unauthorised Occupants)
Act, 1971.

The notice, issued by
Estate Officer Bipin Kumar
Singh on, directed the club
and all persons concerned
occupying the premises to
submit their response by
July 7 and appear for a per-
sonal hearing on the same
day at 2.30 pm.

The move came more
than a month after the
Centre told the Delhi High

Court on May 26 that it
would not take forceful pos-
session of the 27.3-acre
premises by June 5, which is
required for “strengthen-
ing and securing defence
infrastructure”.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta then said that the
Centre would take over the
club’s land in accordance
with the procedure estab-
lished by law.

Vijay Khurana, a
Gymkhana Club member,
has said in his lawsuit that the
“vague and generalised
reasons” of defence infra-
structure and security given
by the Centre were just a
“sham”. The move, he
claimed, was an “attempt to
effect forced eviction”
instead of following the due
process of law.

Khurana’s lawsuit is
stated to be supported by
more than 500 members of
the club.

On May 26, the court
observed that at that stage,
there was nothing on
record to suggest that
authorities had initiated
legal action for eviction
and therefore no interim
order was required on the
lawsuits by the Gymkhana
members and staff.

In his latest application,
Khurana said the June 29
notice proceeds on “entire-
ly erroneous and premature
assumptions”, which strike
at the substratum of their
pending lawsuit.

The application said the
show-cause notice was
“pre-mature” as it wrongly
presumed that  the
Gymkhana Club’s perpetu-
al  lease  was val idly  
terminated.

Gymkhana Club moves HC
against show-cause notice

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A Delhi court has set aside the
order of a magistrate framing
charges against a man under
the Passports Act for alleged-
ly possessing a fake Malaysian
visa, saying there were no
allegations that he travelled
to Malaysia or forged the
visa in the country.

The court said that a crim-
inal court is not a “forum for
conjecture, it is a forum
where guilt, even at the stage
of framing of charge, must
rest on a foundation of evi-
dence disclosing a prima
facie triable offence”.

Additional Sessions Judge
Saurabh Partap Singh Laler
was hearing the revision peti-
tion filed by Palwinder Singh
against the January 29, 2026,
order of a magisterial court
framing charges against him
under the Passports Act.

Palwinder Singh departed
for Baku in Azerbaijan, via
Turkey, on November 12, 2017,

and on reaching Istanbul, he
produced a Turkish paper e-
visa along with an addition-
al US visa affixed at page 16 of
his passport.

He was deported from
Turkey on the grounds that
his Turkish visa was ren-
dered invalid since the
accompanying US visa was
found to be fake.

A Malaysian visa sticker
affixed to a page of the pass-
port was also found “not
genuine”. But his Turkish and
Azerbaijani e-visas were
found to be “genuine”.

Singh was then deported

from Istanbul, Turkey, to IGI
Airport, New Delhi, following
which a case was registered
against him under IPC Sections
420 (cheating), 468 (forgery for
purpose of cheating) and 471
(using as genuine a forged
document), besides provisions
of the Passports Act.

While a magisterial court
had then discharged Singh for
the fake US visa due to lack of
territorial jurisdiction and
legal sanction, it had framed
charges against him under
Section 12 (offences and
penalties) of the Passport Act
regarding the Malaysian visa.

The magistrate said that
since the fake Malaysian visa
was dated October 16, 2017,
before Singh departed from
India on November 12, 2017, it
must have been procured in
India.

In an order dated July 2, the
Judge Laler said, “The trial
(magisterial) court, having
rightly discharged the
accused or revisionist for
offences under Sections 420,
468 and 471 of the IPC, erred
in framing charge under
Section 12 of the Passport Act
as the essential evidentiary
link connecting the
Malaysian visa to any act of
departure from or entry into
India, or to its procurement
within India, is conspicuous-
ly absent from the record.”

The court said a visa sticker
bearing an earlier date does
not by itself establish either
that it was affixed to the pass-
port in India or that it was
present on a page of the pass-
port when he crossed Indian
immigration on November 12.

Court not a forum for conjecture: Delhi court
clears deported man of Passports Act charge

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Kochi

A court in Kochi has directed
the police to register an FIR
against Malayalam actress
Lakshmi Priya, her husband
Jayesh, and a woman police
officer over allegations of ille-
gally detaining actress Ansiba
Hassan and subjecting her to
emotional harassment at the
Tripunithura Women’s Cell.

Tripunithura Judicial First
Class Magistrate PM
Aminakutty on Saturday

ordered the police to inves-
tigate the complaint filed by
Hassan. Hassan appeared
before the magistrate when
her petition against Lakshmi
Priya, Jayesh and Reshma, a
sub-inspector attached to
the Women’s Cell, came up
for hearing on Saturday.

“Since a detailed investiga-
tion into the offences alleged
against the accused has to be
conducted by the police to
elicit the truth, the complaint
is forwarded to the SHO, Hill
Palace Police Station, for reg-

istering an FIR and conduct-
ing an investigation under
Section 175(3) of the BNSS,”
the court said in its order.

The case relates to an inci-
dent in which Hassan was
summoned to the Women’s

Cell at the Hill Palace Police
Station following a complaint
lodged by Lakshmi Priya.
Lakshmi Priya had approached
the police alleging that she had
received a WhatsApp message
from Hassan.

In her complaint before
the court, Hassan alleged
that she was i l legally
detained for nearly three
hours at the Women’s Cell,
subjected to emotional
harassment, and released
only after being forced to
write and sing an apology.

Kerala court directs FIR against actress Lakshmi Priya,
husband, woman cop in Ansiba Hassan harassment case PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

n Meerut/Etah/Pilibhit

Local courts in three Uttar
Pradesh districts have pro-
nounced life terms for six
convicts in three murder
and kidnapping cases, with
police attributing the convic-
tions to effective prosecution
under the state’s “Operation
Conviction” campaign.

In Meerut, an additional
district and sessions court
sentenced four members of
a family,  including a
woman’s husband, to rigor-
ous life imprisonment for

setting her on fire with petrol
in 2020. The prosecution
said the incident took place
on October 1,  2020, in
Machhra village.

The victim, Sanjeet Kaur,
succumbed to burn injuries. 

Her husband Rajveer
Singh, brother-in-law
Jayveer,  sister-in-law
Poonam and mother-in-law

Kanakto were convicted in
the case and sentenced to
life imprisonment. The court
also imposed a fine of ̀ 8,000
on each convict.

Police said the sentencing
followed effective monitor-
ing and prosecution under
“Operation Conviction”.

In Etah, a special court sen-
tenced Gudda alias Bintu
alias Satendra Kumar to life
imprisonment in connec-
tion with a 22-year-old kid-
napping-for-ransom case.

According to police, the
case was registered at Kotwali
Dehat police station on July 29,

2004, after a complaint
alleged that a person had
been abducted and held
captive. Following investiga-
tion, a chargesheet under
Section 364A (abduction) of
the erstwhile IPCwas filed
against the accused in
September that year. 

Police said the case was
taken up on priority under the
“Operation Conviction” cam-
paign, and the special dacoity
court in Etah convicted the
accused on Friday, sentencing
him to life imprisonment
besides imposing a `50,000
fine on Saturday. 

UP: Six sentenced to life term in murder, abduction cases

Actress Ansiba Hassan

ROHIT KUMAR
SINGH

When AI enters courtroom, justice must remain human



Across India, cow

dung is transforming

modern sustainable

living and organic

agriculture. Far

beyond its traditional

use as fuel, cow dung

serves as a pillar of

clean energy through

rural biogas plants,

while its natural

thermal insulation

properties are utilized

in eco-friendly wall plasters. In natural

farming frameworks like Subhash Palekar

Natural Farming (SPNF), it is a vital

ingredient in bio-formulations such as

Jeevamrutha and Panchagavya. These

mixtures enrich soil microbiomes, acting as

potent, chemical-free fertilizers and natural

insect repellents. Furthermore, innovative

Indian startups are upcycling cow dung

into biodegradable paper, festival diyas,

and herbal incense (dhoop), driving a

successful circular economy that empowers

rural communities while promoting

ecological wellness.

Local Health Traditions
(LHTs) in India represent far
more than folkloric rem-
nants of a pre-modern past.

They are dynamic, living knowl-
edge systems that continue to
inform healthcare practices across
diverse socio-cultural contexts,
addressing primary healthcare
needs in remote and underserved
areas where modern medicine often
struggles to reach. The growing
recognition of these traditions
within policy discussions signals a
crucial shift toward epistemic justice
and the validation of community-
based healing practices.

Local Health Traditions refer to a
range of therapies and healing tra-
ditions that include bone setting,
home remedies, the dai tradition
(traditional midwives), practices of
herbalists, marma chikitsa (vital
spot therapy like acupuncture),
and spiritual healing, among others.
As is evident, heterogeneity is a sig-
nificant feature of LHTs in India.
However, despite the heterogene-
ity, most LHTs exhibit certain broad
common characteristics. In a large
number of cases, knowledge trans-
mission among these traditions is
largely oral. It follows that evi-
dence on efficacy draws on experiential knowledge,
rather than codified processes of documentation.

The Enduring Relevance of Local 
Health Traditions
Traditional healing practices embody an integrative
worldview in which health is conceived not merely
as the absence of disease, but as a state of balance
between the individual, the community, and the
environment. This holistic approach encompasses
mental, physical, and spiritual aspects of well-being,
offering a comprehensive framework that contrasts
sharply with reductionist biomedical models. Across
India, traditional healers serve communities at their
doorsteps, often without monetary benefit, preserv-
ing systematic knowledge that has been passed
down through generations. Approximately seventy-
five tribal groups in the country act as custodians
of this indigenous healing wisdom, yet challenges
such as geographical isolation and administrative
gaps continue to impede healthcare access in
regions like the North East and the Himalayas.

Challenges to Recognition and Survival
Despite their enduring relevance, Local Health
Traditions face profound challenges. Unlike the

global trend where majority of
the countries practice traditional
medicine, India's indigenous
healing knowledge is silently drift-
ing away. Traditional healers strug-
gle to articulate their relevance in
a rapidly modernizing healthcare
landscape, receiving far from ade-
quate recognition even as some
individuals receive high-profile
awards. The lack of legitimation
exposes healers to marginalization.
Legal ambiguities surrounding
intellectual property rights enable
exploitation through biopiracy,
exemplified by cases involving
turmeric and neem patents. 

Protecting the Resources
that preserve the LHTs
Protecting indigenous knowledge
requires safeguarding the tribes and
forests that sustain it. Local health
traditions and healers should serve
as key nodes for conservation and
grassroots application.

Kautilya in the Arthashastra
emphasized the importance of
forests as vital resources. The text
directs establishing dedicated
forests for produce and medicinal
plants (oshadhavarga), including
bulbous roots, roots, and fruits

, and prescribes capital
punishment for  burning them:

Emperor Ashoka too promoted planting medici-
nal trees. A crucial lesson is to conserve the country's
medicinal plants and document this knowledge with
native communities digitally to prevent its loss.

Pathways to Integration and
Legitimisation
The integration of Local Health Traditions (LHTs) into
India's formal healthcare system should be viewed
as a continuum. Certification and recognition
must be approached with caution: while standard-
isation can build credibility, it should not erase the
contextual and experiential dimensions of tradition-
al healing practices, and must be medically proven.

A robust pluralist health framework must recog-
nise that traditional practices cannot be
homogenised. The rich diversity of LHTs, especial-
ly evident in the North-Eastern region demands
nuanced, context-sensitive approaches rather than
one-size-fits-all policies.

The Ministry of AYUSH and the Government of India
have introduced several measures to validate, doc-

ument, and certify LHTs and folk healers. These ini-
tiatives go beyond codified systems like Ayurveda and
Unani to legitimise non-codified oral traditions and
community-based practices. A key step is the
Voluntary Certification Scheme for Traditional
Community Healthcare Providers (VCS-TCHP),
launched in 2017. Managed by the Quality Council of
India (QCI) in collaboration with FRLHT, the scheme
conducts assessments in the healer's native language.

The  Road Ahead
Meaningful progress requires establishing clear tra-
jectories for the certification and legitimisation of
traditional healers. India needs to standardise local
health traditions to preserve valuable community
knowledge while ensuring safety, quality, and
public trust. Standardisation should include
mapping and documenting local health traditions
by region and community, including healer types
and commonly used remedies. It should also
promote evidence-based research, clear hygiene
and referral rules, and safe sourcing of medicinal
plants. Overall, this will help integrate useful local
traditions responsibly into India's health system
without replacing essential modern medical care.

In an era marked by the commodification of
knowledge, the question of ownership and benefit-
sharing assumes central importance. There is a need
for legal and institutional mechanisms that safe-
guard intellectual property rights while enabling
responsible innovation.

We must also strengthen both the knowledge
systems and the communities that sustain them.
Capacity building must be understood as a process
of empowerment. Investing in capacity-building via
institutions, training healers in hygiene, documen-
tation, and integration protocols, supported by CSR
funds would be a positive step. Policy pathways
must prioritize multi-sectoral convergence, involv-
ing AYUSH, health ministries, NGOs, and commu-
nities to foster evidence-based validation without
diluting cultural authenticity.

Misconceptions surrounding Indian local health
traditions often stem from a lack of clinical stan-
dardization. It is essential to debunk myths that tra-
ditional medicine has no scientific backing or that
LHTs are mere superstitions. While some rely on oral
lore, rigorous clinical trials are needed. The vast
majority of grassroots practitioners provide cultur-
ally relevant remedies in remote communities.

Critically, the voices of communities must remain
central. Any attempt to recognise or integrate Local
Health Traditions that does not actively involve knowl-
edge holders risks being incomplete. The preserva-
tion of these traditions is intrinsically linked to eco-
logical conservation. By moving beyond binaries such
as traditional and modern, India can reimagine
healthcare in a manner that is equitable, sustainable,
and rooted in its diverse knowledge traditions.

AROGYA - The restoration of health and recovery from illness. 

CHIKITSA - The science and practice of treating disease to restore well-being. 

JANASWASTHYA - The protection and promotion of the health of communities

through preventive and public health measures. 

NIRAMAYA - The state of being free from disease through healing and cure. 

PUNARVASAN - The process of restoring health, function and quality of life

after illness or injury. 

PUSHTI - Proper nourishment essential for growth, health and overall well-being. 

ROGA-NIRNAYA - The identification and assessment of a disease through

clinical evaluation and investigation. 

SHALYACIKITSA - Surgical treatment involving operative procedures to

manage disease or injury. 

TIKAKARAN - Immunization through vaccines to prevent infectious diseases. 

UPASARGA - A sign or symptom indicating the presence or progression 

of a disease.
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Bharat's Three Ancient

Medical Encyclopaedias

The Brihat Trayi, literally

"The Great Triad", refers

to the three Sanskrit

encyclopaedias of

medicine that constitute

the indigenous ancient

Indian system of

Ayurveda: the Charaka

Samhita, the Sushruta

Samhita and the

Ashtanga Hridayam.

Medicine: The Charaka Samhita

The Charaka Samhita presents comprehensive theories of physiology,

diagnosis, anatomy and the Tridoshas (Vata, Pitta and Kapha), i.e., the

three vital bio-energies or forces that govern physical, mental and

emotional functions in the human body.

Surgery: The Sushruta Samhita

The Sushruta Samhita includes detailed anatomy through cadaver

dissection, over 300 surgical procedures, 121 surgical instruments,

herbal anaesthesia and wound care. It was translated into Arabic at the

commission of Caliph Mansur and the Latin translations of those Arabic

versions laid the foundation of European medicine.

Synthesis: The Ashtanga Hridayam

Vagbhata's Ashtanga Hridayam is an Ayurvedic treatise that integrates

the insights of the Charaka and Sushruta Samhitas into a unified

systematisation.

A Civilisational Marvel

This triad encapsulates the collective wisdom of ancient Indian wellness

experts, detailing methods for diagnosing, treating and preventing

diseases. These three Granthas are revered not merely as medical

compendiums but as comprehensive explorations of the philosophy of

life, health, nutrition, disorders and ailments, and well-being.

know?Did you

Which of these flowers are

found in the Himalayan states

of India, known for their

antioxidant, anti-inflammatory

and hepatoprotective

properties?

Option Option Option Option 

A B C D

Which of these is good for eye

health under Unani medicine?

Answers: 1 -B, 2 - C, 3 - C, 4 - B, 5 - D

2

3

4

5

Marigold Jasmine BougainvilleaRhododendron

Rose Cashew nuts
Mustard

seeds
Amla

THE BRIHAT TRAYI

QUIZ

1

Which of these ingredients

commonly found in Indian

kitchens is good for skin health?

Jeera Turmeric Ajwain
Dhaniya

Powder

Questions

What Should we Learn?

A weary disciple
approached the Buddha,
pleading for relief from his
poverty. The enlightened
one directed him to a row
of trees, each concealing a
chest of wealth. However,
one had to follow the strict
rule of taking only one
chest and moving perpet-
ually forward without
turning back.

With a shovel in hand,
the disciple began his
quest at the very first tree.
Merely minutes of digging
revealed a chest brimming
with brilliant silver and
semi-precious stones.
Tempting as it was, ambi-
tion whispered that more
lay ahead, so he walked
onward. Beneath the
second tree, he unearthed
a heavier chest gleaming
with pure gold. Still, he
hesitated and pushed
further down the line. 

With each step, the
rewards multiplied.
Eventually, he reached the second-to-
last tree. There, buried deep in the earth,
lay an enormous chest packed with the
largest, most flawless diamonds he
had ever laid eyes upon. The sheer 
value of this single find was enough to
banish poverty from his entire village for
generations. 

Yet, a relentless greed clouded his
judgment. Convinced the final tree
would grant him unimaginable riches,
he abandoned the diamonds and
approached the last trunk. Trembling
with anticipation, he drove his shovel
into the soil and pried open a remark-
ably small wooden box. 

Inside lay no gold or jewels, but 

a simple parchment bearing a pro-
found message, 

"Opportunities will keep coming
your way, you can take them. But
extreme greed always leads to downfall." 

In this tale, greed is presented not as
a static flaw, but as a progressive 
trap.  Each success the disciple 
experiences, does not satisfy him. By
constantly looking to the next tree, he
becomes incapable of appreciating his
current abundance. The disciple oper-
ates under the illusion that he is multi-
plying his options, when he is actually
exhausting them. 
Moral  of  the  Fable- Boundless greed
guarantees one’s fall. 

Note: These terms come from Bengali, one of India's 22 Scheduled Languages.

Wisdom Word Search

Which geographic feature serves

as a major sanctuary for endemic

medicinal plants used in Siddha

medicine?

Rann of Kutch
Western

Ghats

Andhra

Coast

Amarkantak

Plateau

What is the literal translation of

the Sanskrit word 'Ayurveda'?

The Sacred

Medicine

Study of

Herbs

Science of

Life

Art of

Healing
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FROM THE

WORLD

At least eight people,
including four children,
were shot at amid July 4
celebrations in Brooklyn’s
Coney Island, the New
York Police Department
has said. The injured
included people aged
between six and 37, the
NYPD said. They have not
been identified yet.
Officers responded to
reports of a shooting
around 10.37 pm on
Saturday in the Coney
Island neighbourhood,
according to an ABC News
report. “All victims were
transported by EMS
(emergency medical
services) to local area
hospitals, where seven
people were listed in
stable condition,” the
NYPD said, according to
the ABC report. A 21-year-
old woman is listed in
critical condition, police
said. A firearm was
recovered at the scene,
but the police have not
yet made any arrests. (PTI)

Eight injured
in shooting

US

Nigeria said on Sunday
that two of its nationals
were killed last month in
South Africa following
violent anti-immigrant
protests targeting African
workers in the country.
The Nigerians were killed
June 28, two days before
an unofficial deadline by
protesters for foreigners
to leave, the Nigerian
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said. One was
allegedly killed by police
officers and the other by
unidentified attackers, it
said. South African police
did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment from The
Associated Press. Anti-
immigrant protesters in
April and May blamed
foreigners for high levels
of unemployment,
crime and pressure on
public services.
The violence at the
protests and attacks on
Africans prompted
Nigeria, Ghana and
Malawi to repatriate their
citizens and summon
South African diplomats.
“These killings raises
questions about
deliberate attempt by
some elements to
wrongfully generalise and
tag well-meaning, hard-
working, and respectable
Nigerians as criminals,”
Nigerian Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson
Kimiebi Imomotimi
Ebienfa said. (AP)

Claims 2 killed
in SA violence

NIGERIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Doha

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar met Qatar’s Prime
Minister Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani on
Sunday and reviewed several
areas of bilateral cooperation,
including energy, trade, invest-
ments, connectivity and secu-
rity. Jaishankar is on a visit cov-
ering Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait
and Oman from July 5 to 10. 

The Gulf visit comes against
the backdrop of fast-evolving
political dynamics in West
Asia following the signing of
an agreement aimed at
ending the US-Iran conflict.

Jaishankar thanked the
Qatar PM for ensuring the
safety and well-being of the
Indian community in the

country. “Reviewed various
facets of our bilateral cooper-
ation especially energy, trade,
investments, connectivity,
security and people to people

ties. Explored new opportu-
nities for deepening our
Strategic Partnership,”
Jaishankar posted on X.

Jaishankar also discussed

assessments on the West
Asia conflict and its impact
with PM Al-Thani, who is also
Qatar’s foreign minister.

During the ongoing visit,
Jaishankar will meet his coun-
terparts and top leaders of
the four Gulf countries to
enhance bilateral relations
and exchange views on
regional developments and
issues of mutual interest.

Qatar and Oman have
emerged as mediators, along
with Pakistan, in bringing
about the Iran ceasefire fol-
lowing weeks of escalating
tensions. After visiting the
four Gulf countries, Jaishankar
will travel to New York on July
13 to launch India’s official
campaign for the UN Security
Council tenure 2028-29. 

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
n Islamabad

Pakistan capital Islamabad is
emerging as the leading
venue for the next round of
technical negotiations
between the US and Iran, a
media report said Sunday.

The US and Iran signed the
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) on June 18, aimed at
restoring peace in West Asia.
It was followed by technical-
level talks in Switzerland on
June 21, with Pakistan and
Qatar as mediators.

The resumption of the
talks is part of ongoing
efforts to keep the diplomat-
ic process on track and
resolve long standing dis-
putes between Washington
and Tehran, Dawn reported
quoting diplomatic sources.

“There are two possible
venues for the technical

talks — Islamabad and the
Burgenstock resort  in
Switzerland,” one diplo-
m a t i c  s o u r c e  s a i d .
“Islamabad, however, is
the more likely option.”

The technical talks are
expected to take place on
July 11, although a final deci-
sion on the venue has yet to
be announced.

The talks were temporar-
ily delayed because of the
multi-day state funeral cer-
emonies for Iran’s late
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei. Iranian offi-
cials have indicated that the
composition of Tehran’s del-
egation will be announced
after the funeral ceremonies
conclude. (PTI )

STEVEN SLOAN/MICHELLE L
PRICE n Washington

President Donald Trump
mixed partisan politics with
patriotic appeals as he com-
memorated the 250th
anniversary of American
independence, a moment he
declared “one of the most
joyous and glorious mile-
stones of all time.”

Speaking in Washington
after storms prompted a
roughly two-hour evacua-
tion of the National Mall,
Trump honoured veterans,

including several from World
War II and one of the first
Black officers to lead a Special
Forces team in combat in
Vietnam. They appeared
before flags that symbolised
some of the most significant
and challenging moments in
American history, from the
one that was draped over
Abraham Lincoln’s casket to
the one that flew on the
plane piloted by the Wright
Brothers. 

Yet Trump also leaned into
partisan territory unusual for
an Independence Day

address, which presidents
typically use as a moment to
unify the country. Instead, he
stumped again for the SAVE
America Act, an elections bill
that’s encountering chal-
lenges even from Trump’s
fellow Republicans in
Congress. He highlighted his
support for the Second
Amendment and revived
denunciations of commu-
nism, which are becoming an
increasingly central part of
Trump’s message ahead of
the November midterms.

The speech capped a

holiday that Trump has gone
to great lengths to shape to
his own tastes. He was intro-
duced by two musical per-
formers who often appear at
his trademark rallies, includ-
ing Lee Greenwood, who per-
formed “God Bless America.”
The event organisers were
largely aligned with the White
House, supplanting a biparti-
san organization that was
launched by Congress a
decade ago. “We will always
be on top,” Trump said. “We
will never let our country fall.
We will always be the best.”

Anticipation for the mile-
stone holiday has been build-
ing for much of the year,
serving as an opportunity for
Americans to reflect on their
complicated history as
onetime colonists of an
empire who became a super-
power of their own.
Organisers of celebrations
months in the making had to
adjust or cancel activities
entirely as much of the East
Coast sweltered under heat
that approached and in many
cases surpassed triple digits.

Heat is defining the big

weekend in many places.
Severe weather prompted
the cancellation of celebra-
tions in Hartford,
Connecticut, along with
Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre,
Pennsylvania. Spectators at
Boston’s f ireworks and
concert were told to briefly
seek shelter before events
later resumed. An evacua-
tion was also ordered in
Philadelphia. New York and
Pittsburgh moved forward
with fireworks but shifted
the time to accommodate the
shifting weather. (AP )

ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Cairo

A cargo ship came under
attack Sunday off the coast of
Yemen in the Red Sea, the
British military said, the latest
maritime attack off the con-
flict-torn Arab country. 

The United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Operations
centre reported the attack off
the coastal city of Hodeida,
which is under control of the
Iranian-backed Houthi rebels.
The UKMTO said the ship
reported being “under attack
by unknown armed assailants”
30 nautical miles (55 kilome-
tres) southwest of Hodeida,
and that authorities were
investigating: No group imme-
diately claimed the attack.

The Houthis have threat-

ened to begin attacking ships
again, though they have not
been carrying out attacks. A
Houthi spokesman did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment.

The rebels previously fired
drones and missiles at ships
that pass by territory they
control near the narrow Bab
al-Mandab Strait at the south-

ern end of the Red Sea. Their
attacks over the course of the
Gaza war forced shipping
companies to reroute vessels
around the southern tip of
Africa instead of through the
Suez Canal at the northern
end of the Red Sea.

Somali pirates also have
been active further away in
the Gulf of Aden recently.

KIM TONG-HYUNG
n Seoul

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un supervised tests of
a nuclear-capable cruise
missile and other weapons
aboard a new 5,000-ton
destroyer, the Kang Kon,
repaired after being
damaged in a failed launch
ceremony last year, state
media said Sunday, in the
latest military display
marking Kim’s push to build
a nuclear-armed navy. 

The official Korean Central
News Agency said Friday’s
event included test-firings of
a strategic cruise missile
and of the Kang Kon’s main
gun and automatic cannons,
as well as trials of its elec-
tronic warfare systems and
assessments of its target-
detection and information-
processing capabilities.

After observing the tests
from shore, Kim ordered
officials to complete the
destroyer’s trials and place
the vessel in active duty
within two months, the state
news agency said.

The tests came after North
Korea in late June commis-
sioned its first 5,000-ton
destroyer, the Choe Hyon, a
milestone Kim marked with

a lavish ceremony where
he declared that the nuclear
armament of his navy was
proceeding as planned. 

After years of prioritizing
ballistic missile development,
Kim has increasingly turned
his focus to naval capabilities,
including the construction of
a nuclear-powered subma-
rine. While outlining his five-
year military goals at

February’s Workers’ Party
congress, Kim also called for
intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles capable of underwater
launches.

North Korea first unveiled
the Choe Hyon in April 2025,
which Kim portrayed as a
major step toward expand-
ing his military’s operational
reach and preemptive strike
capabilities. KCNA has said
the warship is equipped
with a range of systems,
including anti-aircraft and
anti-ship weapons as well as
nuclear-capable ballistic and
cruise missiles. 

South Korean officials and
experts say the vessel was
likely built with Russian
assistance amid deepening
military ties between the
countries, but some ana-
lysts have questioned how
effective the vessel would be
in active service. (AP )

NASSER KARIMI/JON
GAMBRELL n Tehran

Iran’s top officials and broth-
ers of the country’s new
supreme leader emerged into
public view Sunday to attend
the funeral prayers for the
late Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
signalling a new confidence
in their safety as calls grew for
the killing of US President
Donald Trump. 

Their presence before hun-
dreds of thousands of people
in the capital Tehran would
have been unthinkable
during the Iran war, which
saw airstrikes in its opening
moments on Feb. 28 kill the
86-year-old Khamenei, his
family members and other
officials. Israel also targeted
others who appeared pub-
licly during the war, in at least

one case likely using their
public appearance to fix their
position for a strike.

But still unseen was Iran’s
new supreme leader,
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei.
He is believed to be in hiding
after reportedly being
wounded in the airstrike that
killed his father. Israel has
threatened to kill him as well
as he leads a theocracy now
negotiating with the United
States over a permanent end
to the war and over Iran
strangling traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz, disrupting
global energy supplies.

Ziba Naderi, a 42-year-old
nurse attending the funeral
Sunday, said Iran needed to
follow whatever Mojtaba
Khamenei commands in
regards to the nation. 

“I  heard the call  for

revenge, but our leader
should say what we need to
do,” she said. “And we must
listen to him.”

Ayatollah Jafar Sobhani, a
97-year-old Shiite cleric, led
the prayers at Tehran’s Grand
Mosalla for Khamenei and his
late family members. 

On hand were Khamenei’s
sons Masoud, Meysam and
Mostafa, who haven’t been
seen since the war.
Revolutionary Guard head
Gen. Ahmad Vahidi, who only
had been photographed for
the first time since the war on
Thursday, could be seen in
the crowd by Associated
Press journalists, flanked by
plainclothes security forces as
he wore a black baseball
cap. Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian, Parliament
speaker Mohammad Bagher

Ghalibaf and Esmail  
Qaani, who leads the Guard’s
expeditionary Quds Force,
also attended.

Their appearances came as
posters and graffiti at the Grand
Mosalla called for the killing of

Trump and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Mohammad Rasouli, a poet
who emceed the event prior to
the prayers, drew calls of
“Death to America!” and
“Death to Israel!” Speaking to

the crowd over loudspeakers
at the funeral, Rasouli asked,
referring to Trump, “Why is the
most bastard man in the world
still alive?”

The question drew cheers
from the crowd, and again

when Rasouli said “the world
is no longer a good place for”
Trump. It marked the first,
direct threat to Trump’s life by
an official during the funeral.

The American president
was giving a speech at the
same time across the world
in Washington, DC, for the
250th anniversary of
America’s founding.

“We’ve had tremendous
success,” Trump said about
the US military. “You look at
Venezuela, you look at Iran.
We wiped it out, wiped out
their military.”

A far-larger crowd for the
funeral than the day before
attended Sunday. Mourners
dressed in black walked to
the site, carrying banners
and flags honouring
Khamenei and also calling for
Trump’s killing. (AP )

S Jaishankar meets Qatar
PM, reviews bilateral ties

Trump mixes patriotism with partisanship as he celebrates America’s 250th anniversary

Kim oversees weapons tests on new destroyer

Iran’s top officials attend prayer for late supreme leader Khamenei in Tehran

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New York

The US Department of Justice
has denied that its decision to
drop criminal charges against
Indian billionaire Gautam
Adani and seven others was
linked to the Adani Group’s
plans to invest about $10 billion
in the United States, saying the
prosecution was legally unsus-
tainable and should never
have been brought.

In a filing, responding to a
federal judge’s demand for a
fuller explanation, Principal
Associate Deputy Attorney
General R Trent McCotter
rejected media reports sug-
gesting the dismissal was
influenced by the conglomer-

ate’s investment plans. “The
current or former
Department attorneys... have
suggested that I sought dis-

missal of the securities
charges at least in part
because of some promise by
those defendants to invest

money in the United States.
That is false,” McCotter wrote.

“I would have sought dis-
missal of the securities
charges regardless of any
mentions of investments,”
he added, saying he had
already concluded that the
case should be dropped
before the issue was ever
raised. “The mention of
potential investments could
not have played any role.” 

Reports in US media had
linked the DOJ decision to
drop charges altogether to
Adani hiring a new legal team
led by Robert J Giuffra Jr, one
of President Trump’s person-
al lawyers and the co-chair-
man of the prominent firm
Sullivan & Cromwell.

Adani charges decision not tied to investment plans: US DOJ 
ELENA BECATOROS
n Athens (Greece)

Hundreds of firefighters
battled wildfires in Portugal
and Greece on Sunday, with
Spain and Italy sending
reinforcements to Portugal
to help battle a massive
blaze burning for more
than three days.

In Greece, authorities on
Sunday urged residents of
parts of Thessaloniki, the
second largest Greek city, to
remain indoors and shut
their windows and doors
due to toxic smoke from a
burning recycling plant that
was engulfed by a wildfire
on the outskirts of the city.
In  central  Portugal ’s

Vouzela area, more than
1,200 firefighters backed
up by nearly 400 vehicles
and 15 aircraft tried to put
out a blaze that broke out
on Thursday, according to

the country ’s  Civ i l
Protection authority. The
wildfire had burned across
an area of 12,000 hectares
(120 square kilometres) by
Sunday, information from

the European Union’s
Copernicus  satel l i te
mapping agency showed.

The European Union’s Civil
Protection and
Humanitarian Aid said Spain
sent 120 firefighters and 45
vehicles as reinforcements to
Portugal on Friday, while
three firefighting aircraft
from Italy and Spain were
also dispatched to help.

On the other side of south-
ern Europe in Greece, a fast-
moving blaze at a recycling
plant broke out Saturday
evening near the Oraiokastro
suburb of Thessaloniki, trig-
gering evacuation alerts for
three suburbs and a facility
housing 157 people with
special needs. (AP )

Hundreds of firefighters battle wildfire in Portugal

Next round of US-Iran talks likely
to be held at Islamabad: Report

Cargo ship reports being under attack in Red
Sea off coast of Yemen, says British military 

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meets Qatar Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani
and others in Doha PTI

Thick smoke rises above Filothei settlement during a wildfire on the
outskirts of the northern city of Thessaloniki, Greece on Sunday PTI
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The government has cancelled the auction of nine critical
and strategic mineral blocks, citing poor investor
response and lack of qualified bidders. These blocks were
put on the block in the seventh round of sale.
The development comes as a setback to the
government’s efforts to ramp up domestic 
exploration and production of critical minerals that
are central to the country’s push for energy security,
clean-tech manufacturing and cutting down
dependence on imports.
It also reflects the challenge of drawing private
investment into riskier mineral assets, where technical
complexities, higher capital costs and regulatory
uncertainties tend to dampen bidding interest.
The government had cancelled several critical and
strategic mineral block auctions in the previous rounds
as well — 11 blocks in the sixth round, five in the fifth, 11
in the fourth, three in the third, 14 in the second and 13
in the first tranche.
“Since there were nil bids... the auction process for... two
mineral blocks stands annulled,” the mines ministry said
in a notice. (PTI)

Centre scraps auction of
nine critical mineral blocks

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on Sunday
said his government has finalised the implementation of
the Pradhan Mantri Cha Shramik Protsahan Yojana in
West Bengal with a `313.30-crore outlay for improving
healthcare, education and other amenities for tea garden
workers and their families.
The Central scheme aims to provide more than 10 lakh
tea garden workers in Assam and West Bengal access to
better healthcare, education, and resting facilities.
It was not implemented in West Bengal for nearly two
years as the State Level Committee, a prerequisite for
implementing the scheme, had not been formed by the
erstwhile Mamata Banerjee-led TMC government.
On Sunday, Adhikari took to X to announce that the
committee recently finalised the implementation plan of
the Central scheme, and expressed his Government’s
commitment to the comprehensive welfare of North
Bengal’s tea garden workers.
The chief minister said that the scheme, with a corpus of
`313.30 crore, would bring transformative changes in
the lives of the tea garden workers. (PTI)

West Bengal finalises scheme
for tea workers’ welfare 

ADITI KHANNA n London

There is already “euphoria”
within industry over the pos-
sibilities opened up by the
India-UK free trade agree-
ment, and economic growth
for both countries is an
inevitable outcome of the
pact coming into force this
month, according to an
industry expert. 

The UK-India bilateral
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement (CETA)
was signed last year and will
enter into force on July 15.

Kishore Jayaraman, Group
CEO of the UK India Business
Council (UKIBC), said he
remains “very bullish” about
India and the UK being a “for-
mative force into the future”
as a result of the pact.

“India offers capacity and
capability, so scalability for
businesses that want to

scale up in the Indian
market just gets that much
easier,” Jayaraman told PTI
in an interview. 

“I think this is a celebration
for SMEs, startups, and for cre-
ative people to scale them-
selves through the capacities
and capabilities that India
offers and go to the next
level of their businesses,” the
industry leader said.

“They should be stepping
up, understanding what it
means, developing a business
plan that includes India in
their roadmap, and eventual-
ly grow, because growth is
but inevitable through this
agreement,” said Jayaraman,
who is also a former presi-
dent of Rolls-Royce in India.

According to official esti-
mates, the total bilateral
trade between India and the
UK hit 47.9 billion pounds in
the four quarters ending in

2025, representing a 10 per
cent increase from previous
years. Analysts have project-
ed that the CETA can double
trade by 2030. 

“I think there is already

euphoria in the industry of all
the possibilities that exist...
about the kind of expansion
different sectors will witness,
from food and beverage,
education, digital technolo-

gies to energy and infra-
structure; there’s a lot of
opportunity here for this
agreement to enhance the
trade between the two
nations,” said Jayaraman.

The veteran business
leader acknowledged that
some obstacles and chal-
lenges may yet come along
the path of CETA implemen-
tation.  

“But how we get through
those obstacles will come
from a strategic intent; that’s
what the CETA is about a
strategic intent for both
nations to say we can be part-
ners, allow the scalability
across the multiple sectors,
and make sure that there is
market access, and there is
appropriate tariffs,” he said. 

Asked to pinpoint the top
sectors that he sees benefit-
ting once the agreement
comes into force, the UKIBC

chief listed advanced manu-
facturing and engineering,
energy and infrastructure,
financial services, and digital
and artificial intelligence.  

“I separate that from tech
because tech would be more
of heavy engineering work as
well. Last, but never the least
would be healthcare and life
sciences. But needless to say,
there are about three, four
more sectors like education,
food and beverage and star-
tups,” he said. 

Jayaraman, who joined
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal in the
launch of a new ‘CETA Manual:
A Business Utilisation Guide’
in London recently, noted
how the focus will now shift
towards translating the
complex trade agreement
into a practical roadmap for
businesses operating across
both markets. (PTI )

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Trading sentiment in the stock market
this week will depend on crude oil
prices, global trends and the start of cor-
porate earnings season with IT bell-
wether TCS reporting its June-quarter
financial results on July 9, analysts said. 

Besides, the advancement of the
southwest monsoon and trading activ-
ity of foreign investors would also
influence market trading, they added. 

“Investors will closely monitor the
quarterly results of TCS on July 9, with
particular focus on management
commentary regarding demand
trends, discretionary spending, and
AI-led business opportunities,” Ajit
Mishra, SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said.

Last week, the BSE benchmark
Sensex climbed 663.44 points, or 0.86
per cent, and the NSE Nifty increased
by 214.85 points, or 0.89 per cent.

“Domestically, investor attention
will centre on the commencement of
the Q1 FY27 earnings season from July

9, with the initial batch of corporate
earnings and management commen-
tary expected to provide valuable
insights into demand conditions,
margin trends, and earnings visibility,”
Pravesh Gour, Senior Technical Analyst
at Swastika Investmart Ltd, said.

Additionally, the progress of the
southwest monsoon and kharif sowing

will remain important indicators for
rural demand, inflation expectations,
and overall economic growth, he noted.

Meanwhile, the next round of tech-
nical talks between the US and Iran is
expected to take place on July 11,
although a final decision on the venue
has yet to be announced.

“Crude oil prices will remain in focus
after stabilising around $68-69 a barrel
as concerns over disruptions to ship-
ments through the Strait of Hormuz
eased. Sustained stability in energy
prices would be supportive for India’s
inflation outlook and external bal-
ances,” Ponmudi R, CEO - Enrich Money,
an online trading and wealth tech
firm, said.

Following softer-than-expected US
labour market data, which reinforced
expectations of a less hawkish Federal
Reserve, investors will closely scrutinise
the minutes of the Fed’s June policy
meeting for further insights into poli-
cymakers’ assessment of the econom-
ic outlook and the likely trajectory of
interest rates, he added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Public sector banks started
the first quarter of FY27 on a
strong footing, reporting
double-digit growth in
advances, but deposit mobil-
isation seemed to be trailing
the jump in loans.

Retail loans remained the
key growth engine even as
low-cost CASA deposits
stayed under pressure.

Provisional business dis-
closures, compiled by PTI, by
nine of the 12 state-owned
lenders for the quarter
ended June 30, showed loan
growth ranging from around
12 per cent to nearly 29 per
cent year-on-year compared
to deposit growth of 3.5-16
per cent, reflecting sustained

credit demand despite a
slower pace of liability
mobilisation.

Among the major lenders,
Bank of Baroda reported a
17.4 per cent year-on-year
rise in global advances
against a 13.8 per cent
increase in deposits, while
Bank of India posted 18.64

per cent loan growth and a
14.92 per cent rise in
deposits. Punjab National
Bank’s advances grew 12.85
per cent year-on-year com-
pared to an 8.5 per cent
increase in deposits.

Canara Bank reported 18
per cent growth in loans
and an 11.7 per cent rise in

deposits, while Indian Bank
recorded 13.9 per cent loan
growth and a 13.3 per cent
jump in deposits. Central
Bank of India emerged as the
fastest-growing lender in
the group, with advances
rising 28.8 per cent year-on-
year against an 11.7 per cent
expansion in deposits.

UCO Bank reported a 21.3
per cent rise in advances and
an 11 per cent increase in
deposits, and Punjab & Sind
Bank posted 19.5 per cent
loan growth and a 12.2 per
cent rise in deposits.

Union Bank of India stood
out for relatively weak
deposit mobilisation, with
the component growing just
3.5 per cent year-on-year,
even as advances increased
12.5 per cent.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The country’s largest lender
State Bank of India is plan-
ning to recruit 1,500 proba-
tionary officers this year to
drive its business growth.

Of the total, 1,446 are
regular vacancies, and the
remaining 54 are backlog
vacancies, SBI said in a
recruitment notice.

The last date for applica-
tion is July 8, and the bank
expects to complete the
entire process by December.

As per the eligibility crite-
ria, an applicant should be a

graduate in any discipline
with a minimum age of 21
years as of April 1, 2026.

Besides, SBI onboards
professionals  through

lateral recruitment from
diverse backgrounds,
including IT professionals
and domain experts ,
appointed as Specialist

Officers across key func-
tions, such as data centres,
information technology, risk
management, legal, trea-
sury, compliance and data
analytics, depending on the
evolving and multidiscipli-
nary nature of banking.

Last financial year, SBI
hired 67 sportspersons to
promote Indian sports and
cultivate a team of disci-
plined, high-performing
individuals.

In all, SBI hired 4,640 offi-
cers, 19,340 associates, and
1,653 contractual staff in 2025-
26, according to the bank’s
latest annual report.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Tata Steel is looking to spend
around `20,000 crore as
capex in the current financial
year and a major share of it
will be spent to support the
India business, the company’s
management said.

The capex for the ongoing
FY27 will be around 38 per
cent higher from `14,559
crore that Tata Steel has
spent on capital expenditure
in the preceding 2025-26
financial year.

“In FY26, we spent ̀ 14,559
crore on capital expendi-
ture, and we plan to increase
this to approximately
`20,000 crore in FY 2026-27,
with 60 per cent allocated to

India,” said Tata Steel’s CEO
& MD TV Narendran, and
Koushik Chatterjee, the
company’s Executive
Director & Chief Financial
Officer.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Leading FMCG makers have
expressed optimism on consump-
tion trends, growth prospects,
and margin improvement for the
current fiscal, even as they con-
tinue to monitor inflationary
pressures and the potential
impact  of  El  Nino-induced
weather volatility.

Demand conditions remained
resilient, supported by steady
economic activity, while easing
commodity prices are expected to
recover margins progressively in
the coming quarters, said fast-
moving consumer goods (FMCG)
companies in their respective
first-quarter business updates.

Companies like Dabur India,
Godrej Consumer Products Ltd
(GCPL) and Marico have reported
strong business momentum in
the June quarter and are optimistic
over consumption trends for the
rest of FY27, despite inflationary
pressures, commodity volatility
and geopolitical uncertainties.

Marico expects its consolidated
revenue to grow in the early twen-
ties, while GCPL expects to achieve
high-teens growth. Similarly,
Dabur also expects double-digit
growth in consolidated revenue
and profit after tax for the quarter
ended June 30, 2026.

The markers indicated broad-
based growth across domestic
and international markets, sup-
ported by resilient consumer

demand, improving rural senti-
ment and continued strength in
emerging channels, such as e-
commerce and quick commerce.

FMCG companies also raised

their concerns over elevated input
costs and sourcing challenges
during the period.

GCPL said input costs remained
elevated through most of the

April-June quarter, but have
started easing in the closing weeks
of the period.

“On the commodity front, input
costs  remained elevated 
through most of Q1, broadly
within the cost impact ranges
outlined in our previous update.
Encouragingly, costs have begun
to ease in the closing weeks 
of  the quarter ,”  said the 
Godrej Industries Group (GIG)
group firm.

The company said it expects
margins to recover progressive-
ly during the year through cali-
brated pricing actions, cost-
savings initiatives and media
optimisation efforts.

“Our response has been consis-
tent  with our  established

approach to navigating commod-
ity cycles, calibrated pricing
actions, strong delivery on cost-
savings programmes,  and
prudent media optimisation, and
we expect margins to recover
progressively through the year,”
said GCPL, which owns popular
brands such as Good Knight, HIT,
Ezee, Cinthol and Godrej No 1.

However, it remains “mindful”
that El Nino conditions can
heighten “weather volatility
across our key markets” with
the potential to disrupt agricultur-
al output and rural demand.  

GCPL said its geographically
diversified sourcing network and
portfolio provide resilience
against such risks, and it does not
foresee any major impact.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

India’s IT services sector is
likely to post a “soft” June
quarter as enterprises stay
cautious about discretionary
technology spending amid
global macroeconomic
uncertainty, geopolitical
developments and a focus on
AI-led efficiency, according to
Equirus Securities.

Equirus expects the top
six Indian IT services compa-
nies to report constant-cur-
rency organic US-dollar
revenue performance
ranging from a 1.7 per cent
decline to 1.1 per cent growth
quarter-on-quarter.

Wipro IT Services is expect-
ed to be at the lower end of
the range,  while Tech
Mahindra is likely to lead
the large-cap pack. Among
mid-sized companies,
Persistent Systems, Mphasis
and eClerx are expected to
post relatively stronger
organic growth, it said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Industry body Indian Biogas
Association (IBA) has inked
an initial pact with Army
Welfare  P lacement
Organisation (AWPO) and
Reveille Energy LLP to skill
about 50,000 ex-army per-
sonnel for the sector.

Partnership aims to create
employment, skilling, and
sustainable career opportu-
nities for about 50,000 Ex-
Servicemen in India’s rapidly
growing renewable energy
sector, an IBA statement said.

The agreement aims to
bridge the skill demand-
supply gap in the bioenergy
ecosystem by facilitating
training, reskilling, and
upskilling of Ex-Servicemen
for roles across India’s renew-
able energy industry.

Through this collaboration,
the parties will jointly work
towards creating sustainable
career pathways for veterans
while strengthening India’s
clean energy mission.

As part of the partnership,
the AWPO will mobilize and
screen suitable Ex-
Servicemen candidates
across the country, while IBA
will facilitate industry link-
ages, onsite training opportu-
nities, and placement support

through its extensive
network of members and
industry partners.

Reveille Energy LLP will
support policy advocacy,
planning, and strategic coor-
dination for the initiative.

Gaurav Kedia, Chairman,
IBA, said that India’s bioener-
gy sector is witnessing signif-
icant momentum, and skilled
manpower will play a defin-
ing role in achieving the
country’s sustainability goals.

“Through this partnership
with AWPO and Reveille
Energy LLP, we aim to create
meaningful employment
opportunities for Ex-
Servicemen while contribut-
ing to the growth of a greener
and more self-reliant energy
ecosystem. In the first phase,
we are planning to target
25,000 to 50,000 retired army
personnel,” he added.

Retired Maj Gen AS
Chauhan, MD, Army Welfare
Placement Organisation, said,
“Army Veterans possess the
leadership, integrity, and exe-
cution capabilities that every
growing industry seeks. The
recent collaboration between
AWPO, IBA and Reveille
Energy is more than an
employment initiative; rather
it’s a powerful Convergence
of national service and sus-
tainable development.”

Stock markets to track crude oil prices, global trends

IBA to skill 50k ex-army
personnel for biogas sector

Public sector banks begin FY27 with

strong loan growth as deposits trail

SBI to recruit 1,500 probationary officers this year Tata Steel aims to spend `20,000 cr

in FY27 on expansion, technologies

Tech spends
subdued in Q1 

FMCG firms optimistic on demand outlook; expect easing input costs to support margins

‘Growth inevitable with India-UK FTA’ 
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AACROSS

1 A change of orbits can be refreshing (6)

7 Beckham’s favourite part of Australia (8)

8 It’s pretty open material (4)

10 One who works like a horse? (6)

11 Anybody composing prose for a bit of

fun (6)

14 It’s legal to have relationships in it (3)

16 Showing ruddy obvious lack of practice

(5)

17 The horse trotted round the ring (4)

19 Where the Swiss brew ales at Wembley

Central? (5)

21 Little Victor Murphy finished

somewhere in France (5)

22 It’s back, an article on tax! (5)

23 In Paris, penniless, you can still find

something to wear (4)

26 Having become established, one can get

sent out (3,2)

28 The opportunist’s vessel (3)

29 An old hand not upset very quickly (6)

30 Go astray and possibly end in big

trouble (6)

31 In a notably positive manner! (4)

32 Figures no cats go astray (8)

33 Broken thread can be an abomination!

(6)

DOWN

1 Beer brewed in Tibet for the Russian

capital (6)

2 Roman emperor or former ruler in outer

Turkestan (6)

3 Slovenian cooker? (4)

4 Extremely, but not unspeakably? (7)

5 What you can credit a mug with being (5)

6 Brown points a river out (5)

8 Dolores, all wrong about Oscar (4)

9 Cry of a bird, having seen a scary figure? 

12 Regret a somewhat rude utterance (3)

13 To be a real cad, the beast needs the

right start! (5)

15 Manly Scot with no use for a house (5)

18 The perimeter route, possibly (5)

19 Quotation, straight from the horse’s

mouth? (3)

20 The girl who cries out for nuts? (3)

21 In a sense old, but no veteran (7)

22 Container of explicit instructions (3)

23 Brightened up, naturally (6)

24 He joins Norm at the historic Duke’s

place (4)

25 Incursion that upset Dorian (6)

26 Start speculating for wealth, albeit by

deception (5)

27 The kiddies have love in their heart,

darling (5)

28 Flap less than the whole wing (3)

30 For which the water was hot? (4)

ACROSS 

1, Bobby 

6, Rents 

9, Laughed 

10, CL-AI-M 

11, Veins 

12, Se-V-en 

13, Cash-EWS 

15, D-i.e. 

17, Unit 

18, Aghast 

19, Sable 

20, Socket 

22, S-I’d-E 

24, Ere 

25, Jan-itor 

26, Sin-us 

27, Stein 

28, Melba 

29, Rangoon 

30, Order 

31, O-the-r

DAILY SUDOKU

SOLUTION (4.7.26)HOW TO SOLVE IT 

Sudoku is a logic

puzzle where you fill

a 9×9 grid so that

numbers 1 to 9

appear once in every

row, column, and 3×3

box, using elimination

and logical deduction-

no maths involved.

DOWN 

2, Oil-can 

3, B-light 

4, Yam 

5, O.g.-Les 

6, R-even-ge 

7, Eden

8, Tennis 

12, Sweat 

13, Curs-E 

14, S-ince 

15, Davit 

16, Ether 

18, Alias (AKA) 

19, Seminar 

21, Orator(-y) 

22, Silent 

23, Double 

25, Judge

26, Sire 

28, Moo

g SOLUTION (4.7.26)

Assam Forest Minister pays tribute to
Kaziranga’s legendary elephant Joymala
TONY DAS 
n Guwahati

Assam Forest Minister Jayanta
Mallabaruah on Saturday paid
an emotional tribute to
Joymala, one of Kaziranga
National Park’s most cele-
brated patrol elephants, fol-
lowing her demise after more
than three decades of dedi-
cated service to wildlife con-
servation. Describing Joymala
as one of Kaziranga’s “finest
jungle warriors,” the Minister
said her life symbolised the
silent sacrifices made by
patrol elephants that work
alongside frontline forest staff
in protecting the park’s glob-
ally renowned biodiversity.
Born in 1960, Joymala was
engaged by Kaziranga
National Park in 1992 and
served the protected area
for 34 years. Throughout her
life, she participated in anti
poaching patrols, wildlife
monitoring, rescue opera-
tions and routine forest pro-
tection duties, becoming a

part of Kaziranga’s conserva-
tion efforts.

Paying tribute, the Minister
recalled the incident in 2004
when a stray tiger dramatical-
ly leapt over Joymala while
she was on patrol. The rare
moment, captured on
camera, drew international
attention and became one of
the most iconic photographs
associated with Kaziranga,
highlighting the courage and
composure of park’s patrol
elephants and their mahouts.

“Joymala was far more
than a patrol elephant. She
was a trusted companion of
generations of forest guards
and mahouts who dedicated

their lives to protecting
Kaziranga. Her service and
sacrifice will always remain a
source of inspiration for
everyone associated with
wildlife conservation,” the
Minister said. Joymala was
cared for by veteran mahout
Satyaban Pegu for several
years before her responsibil-
ity was later entrusted to
mahout Nilakhanta Koch,
who continued to look after
her with great affection.

Despite receiving treat-
ment for nearly a year due to
illness, Joymala passed away
on Saturday night at Naloni
area under Agoratoli Range of
Kaziranga National Park.

Five years ago, on the 6th of July, the
country gained something it had
waited three-quarters of a century
for. A sector woven into the daily
lives of crores of farmers, dairy
producers and rural families, and
yet without a home of its own
since Independence, finally received
a dedicated Ministry of Cooperation.
That was Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s answer to a long-standing
gap, and he placed the new Ministry
in the hands of Amitbhai Shah, our
resolute Home Minister, whose
four decades in the movement run
the full length of it, from the village
PACS to the apex bank. Under the
mantra of Sahkar se Samriddhi,
prosperity through cooperation,
the journey that began that day has
today reached a defining moment
of renewed purpose.

India is home to the largest coop-
erative ecosystem in the world,
some 8.5 lakh institutions binding
together more than thirty crore
members, and that scale is a source
of genuine pride. Yet the true
measure of these five years is not
the tally of societies. It is the moder-
nity, transparency and credibility
the sector has gained, qualities
that numbers alone cannot capture.
A  Foundation  of  Transparency  and
Technology

More than a hundred and forty
concrete initiatives have taken
shape in these five years, and the
most far-reaching of them begins at
the village. The strengthening of
Primary Agricultural Credit Societies,
the PACS, is the foundation of every
endeavour that follows. Model bye-
laws, drawn up with every State on
board, have brought a common
standard and openness to their
working, and the PACS has grown

beyond a mere lender into a multi-
service hub delivering more than
twenty-five activities. 

Computerisation is driving that
transformation, with over eighty
thousand PACS now being brought
online. Jan Aushadhi Kendras, sub-
sidised grain, petrol pumps, gas dis-
tribution and piped-water schemes
increasingly flow through these
very village institutions. 

The  ambition  is  larger  still:  two
lakh new multi-purpose coopera-
tives across the country, of which
more than thirty-five thousand
have already been formed and are
in operation.

Trust follows accountability, and
the governance architecture has
been rebuilt to match. Timely
amendments to the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies Act have
deepened transparency,  a
Cooperative Election Authority now
ensures elections that are free, fair
and on time, and a Cooperative
Ombudsman gives members a swift
route to redress. For the first time,
the country also has a National
Cooperative Database, a tool that
identifies where the scope for new
cooperatives is greatest, so that
their growth can be guided evenly
into every region.
Cooperation  Takes  Flight  into  New
Sectors

The approach of our government
can be summed up in a single
phrase, beej se bazaar tak, from seed
to market. The idea is to bring the
entire value chain, from the moment
a farmer sows to the day the harvest
is sold, under one cooperative
umbrella. Three national multi-state
societies now carry that idea
forward. The Bharatiya Beej Sahkari
Samiti Limited (BBSSL) is working to
preserve and revive indigenous
seed varieties;  the National
Cooperative Organics Limited (NCOL)
certifies and markets produce under
the Bharat Organics brand; and the
National Cooperative Exports
Limited (NCEL) opens a direct line to
world markets, even for the small-

est grower. The design has a delib-
erate elegance: any cooperative,
from a village PACS to an apex insti-
tution, can join all three.

The financial base of this chain
has been reinforced too. Urban
cooperative banks now stand
behind an apex body of their own,
the National Urban Cooperative
Finance and Development
Corporation (NUCFDC), which pools
liquidity, technology and profession-
al guidance for smaller banks, while
NABARD’s Sahkar Sarthi initiative
brings the same technological
strength to rural cooperative banks.
Sahkar Taxi hands drivers a direct
share of the profits, and the way has
opened for cooperatives to grow at
the multi-state level in insurance
and livestock as well. 

Parity with commercial banks,
higher home-loan limits and equal
tax treatment have together left
these institutions with far more 
to invest.

The scale of intent shows plainly
in the fund allocations. Across the
five decades from 1963 to 2014, the
National Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC) extended
roughly ̀ 55,000 crore in assistance;
in the eleven years from 2014 to
2025, that figure has crossed `4.5
lakh crore. Few numbers capture
the pace and reach of the Modi gov-
ernment’s commitment to the
sector quite so clearly.

White  Revolution  2.0  and  a
Cooperative  University

For the first time since the 1970s,
a fresh push of this magnitude has
been mounted. White Revolution
2.0 sets out to lift milk procurement
by half over the next five years, and
it does so with women at its
centre, a firm and practical route
to the economic empowerment of
rural households. Alongside it,
April 2025 saw the nation’s first-
ever  National  Cooperative
University, the Tribhuvan Sahkari
University, open its doors, an insti-
tution that will supply the sector
with trained professionals and the
leaders of tomorrow.

Tying these threads together is
the National Cooperative Policy
2025, the first such national policy
the country has seen since 2002, and
the defining marker of this phase.
It is a comprehensive charter of
resolve, one that carries coopera-
tion into fresh territory, insurance,
tourism and green energy among it,
and binds the sector to the larger
national goals.
Antyodaya:  A  Parallel  Path  of
Development

At the heart of this government’s
thinking sits Antyodaya, the rise of
the last person in the queue. Guided
by the Integral Humanism of Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya, our guide
and inspiration, we are building a
model in which the rural economy

is given a stage as strong and as par-
allel as the urban industrial one.
Industry and investment drive the
cities; cooperation draws villages,
farmers and the landless poor into
the economic mainstream. The two
are not rivals; they are partners, and
that conviction runs through every-
thing we do.

Drawing its strength from the
principle of one member, one vote
rather than from capital, coopera-
tion is democracy in its economic
form. Through model bye-laws,
seats on cooperative boards are
now assured for women and for the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and weaker sections, reinforcing
equality and equal opportunity
where it counts most. Cooperation,
in the end, is more than a business;
it is a road to social justice and inclu-
sive growth.
Towards  the  Future  with  Confidence

Five years are only the opening
chapter in the life of any institution.
Yet the pace and the breadth of
what the Ministry of Cooperation
has achieved in that short span are
without precedent. The sector will
grow faster still, reach further, and
multiply its share of the national
economy many times over, of that
there can be no doubt.

Built on transparency, a readiness
to embrace technology and a
member-first way of working, the
cooperative sector is set to become
the engine of a rural India advanc-
ing towards a developed nation.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of Sahkar se Samriddhi and
his resolve of Viksit Bharat 2047,
carried by the resolute leadership
of Union Home and Cooperation
Minister Amitbhai Shah, is steadily
taking shape. 

Carrying prosperity to the very
last person is a journey we must all
make together, with the same faith
and the same energy. On this occa-
sion, that is our resolve.

The writer is Union Minister of State for
Cooperation and Civil Aviation

MURLIDHAR
MOHOL

Sahkar se Samriddhi: The rural economy’s
new chapter on the road to Viksit Bharat

PROSPECT

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma visiting the under-
construction Integrated Directorate Complex at Betkuchi,Guwahati

Protean eGov Technologies
and NECTAR partner 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Protean eGov Technologies
Limited, a pioneer in building
Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI) and citizen-centric
digital solutions, has signed
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the North East Centre for
Technology Application and
Reach (NECTAR), an
autonomous institution
under the Department of
Science & Technology,
Government of India, to col-
laborate on advancing tech-
nology-led governance,
digital innovation, and inclu-
sive development initiatives
across India, with a special
focus on North East.

The strategic partnership
brings together Protean’s
nearly three decades of expe-
rience in designing and oper-
ating population-scale digital
platforms with NECTAR’s
expertise in technology
applications, geospatial solu-
tions, and regional devel-
opment. 

The MoU establishes a
framework for identifying
and implementing high-
impact projects across areas
such as digital governance,
information and communi-
cation technologies (ICT),
geospatial technologies,
capacity building, and tech-
nology-enabled socio-eco-

nomic development. The
collaboration will also
explore opportunities to
design innovative digital
solutions that can be scaled
for wider public benefit.

By combining their com-
plementary capabilities,
Protean and NECTAR aim to
accelerate the adoption of
emerging technologies that
improve citizen outcomes,
strengthen institutional
capacity, and contribute to
sustainable and inclusive
development. The partner-
ship reflects a shared com-
mitment to leveraging tech-
nology for public good while
supporting the digital trans-
formation agenda of the
country, particularly in the
North Eastern Region.

Rakesh Dosi, Chief
Business & Product Officer,
Protean eGov Technologies
Limited, said: “For nearly
three decades, Protean has
been building population-
scale digital infrastructure
that enables governments to
deliver trusted and inclu-
sive citizen services at scale.
We are delighted to partner
with NECTAR to support the
Northeastern Region’s digital
transformation journey.”

Dr. Arun Kumar Sarma,
Director General, NECTAR,
said: “The Northeastern
Region presents immense
opportunities for technology-
led growth and innovation.”

National Literary Conference concludes, Keshav Kavya Kalrav showcases poetic echoes  
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The National Literary
Conference, titled “Keshav
Kavya Kalrav 2026,” successful-
ly concluded on Sunday at
Swaminarayan Akshardham,
New Delhi, under the aegis of
the BAPS Swaminarayan
Research Institute.

The symposium invited orig-
inal poems, muktaks (qua-

trains), and ghazals in Hindi,
Sanskrit, and English from
writers across various corners

of the country. The central
themes of the conference were
rooted in profound spiritual
concepts such as ‘Guru’
(Spiritual Master), ‘Bhagwan’
(God), ‘Atmavichar’ (Self-reflec-
tion), ‘Sankhya Vichar’ (Philo
sophical discernment), and
‘Akshay Anand’ (Eternal Bliss). 

The event witnessed a warm
welcome of dignitaries, includ-
ing Justice Abhilasha Kumari -
Former Judicial Member of the

Lokpal Committee of India and
the first female Chief Justice of
the Manipur High Court. Prof.
Shiv Shankar Mishra - Vice-
Chancellor, Maharishi Panini
Sanskrit Evam Vedic
Vishwavidyalaya, Ujjain. Prof.
Pramod Kumar Sharma - Vice-
Chancellor, Swami Vivekanand
Subharti University, Meerut.
Uday Kumar - Editor, Amar
Ujala. Ashish Pandey - Editor,
Navbharat Times. Dr Narayan

Dutt Mishra - Doordarshan
anchor, Chief Editor of Sanskrit
Vartavali, and recipient of the
‘Creative Young Mind of India’
award. Prashant Tiwari -
Chairman, The Daily Pioneer.
Prof. Prem Shankar Sharma -
Retired Additional District
Magistrate (Prayagraj) and
National Sanskrit Poet Award
winner. Shubham Singh - Public
Services Officer selected for
the Indian Administrative

Service (IAS) and an engineer-
ing graduate from IIT Kanpur.
Sanjay Upadhyay - Chief Editor,
Motherland Voice. Hemant
Keshav Sharma - Leadership
team member, The Pioneer. 

The inaugural session com-
menced with address by Dr
Gyanananddas Swami
(Assistant Director, BAPS
Swaminarayan Research
Institute, Akshardham, 
New Delhi).

Army’s Spearhead
Division organises
project
NAVBHARAT 

TONY DAS 
n Guwahati

In a significant step towards
strengthening civil-military
relations, the Indian Army’s
Spearhead Division, under
the aegis of the Spear Corps,
successfully organized Project
NAVBHARAT at Likabali on 04
July 2026. The youth empow-
erment programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from 167 students and 14
teachers of Jogesh Gohain
High School, Dhemaji, with a
total attendance of 181 partic-
ipants.

With the objective of foster-
ing patriotism, national inte-
gration and youth empower-
ment, the initiative offered
participants an enriching edu-
cational experience. Through
motivational lectures and
informative documentaries,
the Indian Army highlighted
the courage, rigorous training
and selfless sacrifices of its sol-
diers.  The programme
encouraged students to
actively contribute towards
community development and
nation-building. 

A major highlight of the
event was an exclusive visit to
the Likabali Military Station,
where students gained first-
hand insight into the opera-
tional preparedness and dis-
ciplined lifestyle of the Indian
Army. They were briefed on
the Army’s role in safeguard-
ing the nation’s borders and
were shown a static display of
modern weapons, military
equipment and tactical
systems.

Indian Army introduces tennis
training for students at Aalo
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Aalo

Spearhead Division under
the aegis of Spear Corps con-
ducted an introductory
tennis orientation pro-
gramme for 50 students and
two teachers from Aalo town
at Aalo Military Station on 04
July 2026, with the aim of
nurturing sporting talent and
encouraging healthy
lifestyles among the youth.

The programme intro-
duced students to the
history, rules and fundamen-

tals of tennis through inter-
active demonstrations, moti-
vational videos and practical
sessions on the court.
Participants were famil-
iarised with basic strokes,
court etiquette, scoring,
playing techniques and the
values of discipline, persever-

ance, focus and sportsman-
ship promoted by the game.

The initiative marks an
important step towards
expanding sporting opportu-
nities for young people in a
remote frontier region where
exposure to specialised
sports such as tennis remains
limited. By opening the
tennis infrastructure at Aalo
Military Station to local stu-
dents, the Indian Army has
created a platform for them
to explore a new sport and
develop their skills under
guided supervision.
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BRIEFLY

Serie A runner-up Napoli officially hired Massimiliano Allegri
as coach on Friday. The news had been expected for weeks,
since Antonio Conte confirmed he was leaving Napoli at the
end of May and AC Milan fired Allegri following “an
unequivocal failure” of a season. Allegri has signed a three-
year contract at Napoli.

He steered Milan to the Serie A title in 2011 in his first
stint in charge of the Rossoneri, and also led Juventus to
five league titles and as many Italian Cup trophies.

The 58-year-old Allegri returned to Milan last year tasked
with taking the Rossoneri back to the Champions League
after the team finished eighth in Serie A the previous
season. However, despite spending much of the campaign
in the top two positions and fighting for the title, a run of
only two wins in Milan’s last eight matches dropped it to
fifth on the last day of the season.

Napoli, which was plagued by injury problems all season,
finished second. Conte had steered the team to the Serie A
title the previous campaign, in his first year in charge.

Conte is one of the leading candidates to take over the
Italian national team, for what would be his second stint as
Azzurri coach. (AP)

Julian Nagelsmann has resigned as Germany coach after his
team failed to make the World Cup round of 16 for the third
tournament running, and former Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp is in line to take over. Nagelsmann’s departure,
announced on Friday by the national soccer federation,
comes four days after Paraguay stunned Germany on
penalties in the round of 32 and follows talks with his
bosses. The federation said it planned to speak to Klopp and
“he has already signaled his willingness in general to take
on the role.” It would be Klopp’s first coaching job since
leaving Liverpool in 2024. Nagelsmann initially said he’d
stay on with Germany on a contract which had another two
years to run and reportedly made him among the highest-
paid coaches at the World Cup. He faced mounting criticism
over his tactics and team selection at the tournament. (AP)

Napoli hires former Milan
coach Massimiliano Allegri

Klopp signals willingness to
take over as Germany coach 

DAN GELSTON
n Philadelphia

Kylian Mbappe laughed and
smiled — and scored, of
course — when Paraguay
tried to bait him and his
French teammates into fouls
and provoke fights, as hot
heads became a recurring
theme during one of the
steamiest World Cup games
on record.

After the final whistle,
Mbappe kept on walking and
left Paraguayan goalkeeper
Orlando Gill hanging as Gill
extended his right hand in a
show of sportsmanship.

In response, Gill thew the
ball right at the No. 10 on
Mbappe’s jersey. Mbappe got
the last laugh as he scored
his 19th career World Cup
goal, and France survived
stifling heat to beat Paraguay
1-0 on Saturday, sending Les
Bleus into the quarterfinals
for the fourth straight time.

“We knew what kind of
match it was going to be,”
Mbappe said in French. “We
can also get our hands dirty,
we know how to do it. We
know how to play ugly foot-
ball. Guess they were think-
ing we were going to show
up in tuxedos, but we were
ready.” France advanced to
play Morocco on Thursday in
Foxborough, Massachusetts.
France beat Morocco 2-0 in
the semifinals of the 2022
World Cup in Qatar.

With an extreme heat
warning in effect throughout
the match as temperatures
hovered around 100 degrees
Fahrenheit (38 Celsius),
Mbappe finally broke
through against a physical,
defensive-minded Paraguay
side when he converted a
penalty kick in the 70th
minute. That was enough
for Les Bleus, whose red,
white and blue-clad fans
looked plenty patriotic on

July Fourth in the city where
the United States was
founded exactly 250 years
earlier.  Mbappe was
awarded the penalty when
Diego Gomez was called for
tripping after a video review.
Then he stutter-stepped on
his way to his 19th goal in 19
World Cup appearances, one
behind career record holder
Lionel Messi of Argentina.
Mbappe and Messi each have
seven goals in this tourna-

ment to top the Golden Boot
race. Mbappe won that
award four years ago, but
Messi and Argentina beat
France in the final.

Mbappe — who frequently
trash-talked the Paraguayans
in Spanish — is now the only
player to score at least three
goals in the knockout stage of
three World Cups. Mbappe
botched a breakaway
attempt in the second half,
and Manu Kone had his top-

corner shot knocked away by
Gill after he was wiped out in
the netting by Ousmane
Dembele only moments
earlier. Gill also stopped two
strong attempts by Mbappe
in second-half stoppage time.

The 26-year-old Gill had
bested German great Manuel
Neuer in a penalty shootout
in the previous round. He
then lost his cool after the
loss to France when he
chucked the ball at Mbappe.

“I tried to shake his hand,
but since he didn’t pay me
any attention, I lost my
temper,” Gill said. “But
anyway, that was all I did; I
calmed down afterward.”

For the criticism that
hydration breaks have
watered down the pace of
play at the World Cup, they
were never more needed
for the players than in the
midst of a miserable heat
wave. Sprinklers showered
the Kentucky bluegrass field

during the breaks and at
halftime. “Given our style of
play, it was harder to give
high intensity,” France coach
Didier Deschamps said.

More than in any of the five
other World Cup games
played before 68,000-plus
fans at Lincoln Financial
Field, spectators fled for the
concourse at halftime,
seeking shade and refuge
from the sun.

Maybe they were looking
for some action of any kind.

Les Bleus scored 13 goals
in the first five games of the
tournament but  were
stymied in the first half by a
Paraguay team trying to
turn the match into a rock
fight. Tempers flared when
Andres Cubas took down
Mbappe and the teams
briefly pushed and shoved
each other. Matias Galarza
also threw his right elbow
into Mbappe and sent him
crashing to the grass. (AP )

AARON BRACY
n Philadelphia

In the last 2026 World Cup
match in Philadelphia,
Paraguay played a style
that has been seen many
times before at the city’s
football stadium.

La Albirroja’s physical
approach in their 1-0 loss to
France in the Round of 16
looked more like what might
be seen on a Sunday in the
fall  from the NFL’s
Philadelphia Eagles, who
play their home games at
Lincoln Financial Field.

Eagles coach Nick Siranni
might have liked what he
saw. Les Bleus sure didn’t.

“I had never played a
match like this, with so
many hits,” France midfield-
er Manu Kone said. “I mean,
cheap shots, shoves in the
back. So, yes, it was compli-
cated.” Paraguay seemed to
target star forward Kylian
Mbappe, who converted a
penalty kick in the 70th
minute. In fact, France

received the only three
yellow cards issued during
the match. Paraguay got
one after the final whistle for
dissent toward the referee.

Paraguay’s tactics came as
no surprise to its opponent.

“We knew what kind of
match it was going to be,”
Mbappe said. “We can also
get our hands dirty. We
know how to do it. We know
how to play ugly football.
Guess they were thinking
we were going to show up in
tuxedos, but we were ready.
Even at that kind of game, we

were better than them.”
Things remained heated —
both figuratively and literal-
ly, with the game played in
scorching temperatures —
after the match. Players from
both sides converged near
the center circle,  and
Paraguay goalkeeper
Orlando Gill threw a ball at
Mbappe’s back. “I tried to
shake his hand, but since he
didn’t pay me any attention,
I lost my temper,” Gill said.

Tempers weren’t exactly
under control during the
match, either. (AP )

ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Houston

Morocco is heading back to
the World Cup quarterfinals
and coach Mohamed Ouahbi
believes his team has estab-
lished itself among soccer’s
elite. Azzedine Ounahi
scored twice to lead
Morocco to a 3-0 win over
Canada in the Round of 16
Saturday to make the
country the first African
nation to reach the quarter-
finals more than once.

“We are no longer a sur-
prise,” Ouahbi said through
an interpreter. “Now when
people talk about Morocco
we’re a major contender
and it’s a great source of
pride. I think it’s only the
beginning and I hope we
continue to have runs like
this.” And despite already
making history in this World
Cup, Morocco has much
higher goals.

“We want to keep going,”
Ouahbi said. “We don’t want
to stop.” It’s Morocco’s
second straight appearance
in the final eight after
becoming the first African
team to reach the semifinals
in 2022. “We are so proud to
represent Africa because it’s
a continent with a lot of
talent and Africa deserves to
be in the best level in foot-
ball,” goalkeeper Yassine
Bounou said. Neither team
was able to break through

until Ounahi took a free kick
from Achraf Hakimi and
made a right-footed shot
through traffic from outside
the box to the bottom right
corner to put Morocco on
top 1-0 in the 50th minute.

Ounahi made it 2-0 on a
right-footed shot from the
middle of the box off a pass
from Brahim Diaz in the
82nd minute. Soufiane
Rahimi added a goal in the
final minute of stoppage
time. Morocco will meet
France, which beat Paraguay
later Saturday, on Thursday
in Foxborough,
Massachusetts.

The loss ends a historic
run for World Cup co-host
Canada, which won its first-
ever knockout round game,
beating South Africa 1-0 to
reach Saturday’s match. The
country was playing in the
World Cup for just the third
time and the run enchanted

a nation that is normally far
more interested in hockey
than the pitch. Canada coach
Jesse Marsch shared his
postgame message to the
team. “I told them that I was
proud of them and I chal-
lenged them to understand
that we can play like this all
the time against the best
teams in the world,” he said.
“We can be better on the
day. And then the challenge
is, can we hold that standard
for 90 minutes?”

Morocco, No. 7 in the FIFA
rankings entering the tour-
nament, dispatched the
Netherlands in a penalty
shootout to reach the
Round of 16 and send the
country to its earliest World
Cup exit. Marsch lauded
how his team performed
against  a  squad of
Morocco’s caliber and how
Canada controlled the
match for much of the day.

ANDREW DAMPF n London

Looking back, it seems per-
fectly understandable that it
took Serena Williams some
time to settle her nerves in
her first singles match in
nearly four years.

Rennae Stubbs, one of
Williams’ coaches, pin-
pointed a moment about an
hour into the 44-year-old’s
defeat to an opponent less
than half her age earlier this
week at Wimbledon.

“I noticed in the middle of
the second set her take a big
sort of deep breath and I actu-
ally turned around to Venus
and said, Oh I think she just
relaxed,’” Stubbs said, refer-
ring to Serena’s older sister.

In an interview with The

Associated Press on Saturday,
Stubbs also revealed that she
first  started coaching
Williams again in March and
immediately noticed that the
23-time Grand Slam champi-
on could still play.

Williams was beaten 6-3, 6-
7 (6), 6-3 by 20-year-old Maya
Joint of Australia on Tuesday.

While the result on the
court was a loss, the reaction
in the locker room from other
players and coaches was a
resounding victory, according
to Stubbs.

“They know what it would
be like to be in that position
of not playing a match for
close to four years, going on
Centre Court at Wimbledon,
knowing there’s how many
millions of people around

the world watching this
match,” Stubbs said. “There’s
15,000 people in Centre
Court. They expect good
tennis. They expect you to not
embarrass yourself. So all
the players know, to a small
degree, what it must be like.”

The match set ratings
records on ESPN and Coco
Gauff, Naomi Osaka and
Novak Djokovic are among
the players who have publicly
complimented Williams for
her performance.

Williams injured her right
knee toward the end of the
first set against Joint and
withdrew from her doubles
match with Venus on
Saturday. An Instagram
update from Serena included
images of four syringes that

she said “shows the fluid
they drained from my knee
after my singles match.” An
accompanying video showed
her walking with strapping

up and down her right leg
and what appeared to be
one of her daughters holding
a cane for her.

“The good news is my knee

shouldn’t swell or collect
that much fluid again,”
Serena said. “The bad news is
that, as hard as I tried, I just
wasn’t able to get it ready for
doubles.” However, with the
US Open approaching, Serena
indicated she could play
again somewhere else soon.

“All I can say,” Serena said,
“is stay tuned to a city near
you.” Serena became known
for her emotional outbursts
and run-ins with chair
umpires and lines judges
toward the end of her career.
So Stubbs was concerned
about her on-court behavior
during her comeback. 

But Williams maintained
her composure from start to
finish. “That was sort of like
the one sort of thing that I

asked, is that she try and - as
hard as it was going to be —
to control her emotions and
her nerves and all that sort of
stuff,” Stubbs said. “I don’t
think people even remotely
can quantify the amount of
pressure that was on her to
walk out there and do what
she did.”

Stubbs was disappointed,
though, to see negative reac-
tions to Williams’ return on
social media. She was also
criticized for skipping her
post-match duties—since the
injury was not announced
until a day later.

Stubbs herself was also
criticized on social media.

“I just don’t understand
why people feel the need to
tear somebody down,”

Stubbs said. “What she’s
doing out there is trying to
play a sport she loves. That’s
what it’s about. Show the
kids, be out there, enjoy it and
give the people another look
at playing. What is wrong on
with a seven-time
Wimbledon champion - a 23-
time Grand Slam champion -
wanting to play another time
at Wimbledon? God let her.”

Williams planned to play
moreWhile Williams played
two doubles matches before
Wimbledon, she hadn’t
played singles since the 2022
U.S. Open. “Ideally would we
have loved to have had warm-
up matches? Yes,” Stubbs
said. “And for anyone to insin-
uate that she didn’t want to
do that is crazy.” (AP )

TIM REYNOLDS n Miami Gardens

Cape Verde’s World Cup team walked into
its Miami hotel after getting eliminated from
the tournament, almost in disbelief at the
scene in the lobby.

Dozens of people were there, cheering for
them. After a loss, no less. Let that be the first
sign of how things are going to be very dif-
ferent in many respects for the team, at least
for the foreseeable future. Such is the case
when a club goes from unheralded - and
practically unheard of - to taking Lionel Messi
and Argentina to the brink of elimination on
soccer’s biggest stage, before falling 3-2 in
a match that went to extra time.

“It’s time to rest and think about the
future,” Cape Verde goalkeeper Vozinha
said. “But I am very, very proud of the team’s
work, and I hope that in the future we can
achieve great things.”

In other words, he hopes seeds were
planted. Cape Verde went 0-1-3 in its four
matches at its inaugural World Cup, which
won’t look great on paper. More than two-
thirds of the 48 teams in this tournament
won at least one game; Cape Verde wasn’t
one of them. But the record simply doesn’t
tell the whole story.

It played Spain to a scoreless draw to open
the group stage, making the chance of
advancing to the knockout stage very real.
There were two more ties in group play - a
2-2 tie against Uruguay that put Cape Verde
on the brink of advancing, then a 0-0 tie
against Saudi Arabia that was good enough
to get the round of 32 trip secured.

Argentina’s players and coaches, to their

credit, insisted they did not expect a cake-
walk past Cape Verde. And when the match
was over, Messi - generally considered to be
the greatest player of all time - had nothing
but compliments for the underdog oppo-
nent. “Some people thought the match was
going to be straightforward, but that could-
n’t have been further from reality,” Messi
said after Friday’s match. “They pressed us
really well. There are no handouts in knock-
out football. They’d already performed
well against Spain and Uruguay, so we knew
it was going to be difficult.”

For Argentina, getting the win was indeed
difficult. For Cape Verde, coming to grips that
the ride ends here was also difficult.

That said, when they walked through that
hotel lobby, it was like the return of conquer-
ing heroes. Bubista, the team’s coach,
shook his fist in celebration. Many players
couldn’t stop smiling. Vozinha shook some
hands and posed for a few photos.

They were celebrities. Rock stars, almost.
The score didn’t matter. (AP )

Sinner’s skiing background helps his movement: Vonn
ANDREW DAMPF n London

Clay, grass, hard court — or
even snow. The surface
underfoot doesn’t seem to
make any difference for
Jannik Sinner.

The top-ranked player —
who is currently attempting
to defend his title at
Wimbledon — was one of
Italy’s top junior skiers before
he turned his attention full
time to tennis.  Now Sinner
excels on every type of court
and his background as a skier
might have helped his tennis
game. Just like an elite slalom
skier perfectly shifting their
weight back and forth from
one gate to the next, Sinner
hardly ever seems off balance
as he rushes back and forth
across the baseline — despite

his tall and lanky 6-foot-3
(1.91-metre) frame.

Fellow tennis player Casper
Ruud agreed that the most
impressive thing about
Sinner is his movement.

“He’s strong also in balance
and flexible to get to certain

positions,” Ruud said. “He
has good hip movement and
knows how to slide (into)
both corners.”

Skiing standout Lindsey
Vonn also pointed to Sinner’s
ability to stay in balance.

“He has an amazing kines-

thetic sense, which is an
important skill  in both
sports,”  Vonn told The
Associated Press. “He is very
aware of his body in space
and time, so even though he
is tall, he moves fluidly and in
sync.” Sinner won a national
skiing championship when
he was eight and placed
second in Italian nationals at
12. In a 2009 giant slalom won
by Sinner, Giovanni Franzoni
— the breakout downhiller of
last season — finished 12th,
four seconds behind.

Franzoni is  now the
Kitzbuhel downhill champion
and the Olympic silver medal-
ist. “I was really good,” Sinner
said after his first Grand Slam
title in 2024. “But then I had
a couple of so-so seasons
when I started competing

against older athletes in
slalom and giant slalom and
when downhill came into
the picture I weighed too
little to compete.

“So I kept on playing
tennis,” Sinner added. “In
skiing, if you make a mistake
you’re out; it’s a dangerous
sport and you need to get up
early in the morning and
venture outside in frigid tem-
peratures. Tennis is a bit
more accessible. In the end I
think I  made the right
choice.” Vonn, who shares a
common sponsor with
Sinner, once hit the slopes
with the tennis star.

“He skis similarly to how he
plays tennis; he is fluid,
smooth, and makes it look
easy,” Vonn said in written
comments. (AP )

Mbappe scores as France enters quarterfinals

Morocco beats co-host Canada
3-0 to advance to quarterfinals

Paraguay gets physical in loss

For Cape Verde, a World Cup run
means many things will change

Nerves, closed roof were factors in Wimbledon loss: Serena’s coach
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Manchester

England batter Jacob Bethell
rated his unbeaten 76 against
India in the second T20I
among the finest innings of
his career, saying it was espe-
cially satisfying because it
came in a winning cause.

The 22-year-old has scored
a century in each of the three
formats.  His only T20I
hundred was in the semifinal
of this year’s T20 World Cup
against India,  a match
England lost by seven runs.

On Saturday, Bethell pro-
duced a composed yet explo-
sive unbeaten 76 to guide
England to a four-wicket
victory while chasing 191,
helping the hosts take a 1-0
lead in the five-match series.

“I’d actually put it up close
to the top. There’s nothing

sweeter as a batter than
walking off with a win, not
out, walking in, shaking the
boys’ hands,” Bethell said
when asked where the
innings ranked among his
favourites for England.

“I’ve scored a few hun-

dreds, but only one of them
was in a winning cause. We
lost in Australia, we lost in
India, so after those games
you always think, ‘What more
could I have done?’

“Whereas today, I’m all
smiles. We’ve gone one-nil up

in the series. There’s a few
scars against India, so it’s
nice to get one up on them.
It’s also given me a lot of con-
fidence going into the last
three games.”

Bethell was on 42 off 36
balls after 16 overs when he
turned the game decisively in
England’s favour.

He hammered three sixes
and a four in Ravi Bishnoi’s
17th over, which also includ-
ed two no-balls, collecting 29
runs before hitting an auda-
cious reverse-ramp six off
Harshit Rana. He smashed 34
runs off the final 10 balls he
faced. “In these kinds of
chases, you’re not going hard
the whole time. It’s about
finding a couple of big overs
and then the game swings,”
Bethell said. “If I’m honest, I
probably would have target-
ed the other end more

because my leg side was
towards the shorter bound-
ary with the wind. But when
you get a couple of free-hits
and the bowler is under pres-
sure, you have to make the
most of it.” Bethell walked in
at No. 4 with England reeling
at 1 for 2 after just five deliv-
eries following ducks for both
openers. “I was pretty calm.
When Brooky (Harry Brook)
went out there, I said, ‘Go
well, Harry,’ and then I was
out there a couple of balls
later. “Jos (Buttler) was
unlucky, but it’s a strange
feeling walking in at two
down for not many. Brooky
handled that situation unbe-
lievably.” England captain
Harry Brook’s counter-attack-
ing 39 off just 15 balls, featur-
ing four fours and three sixes,
helped revive the innings
after the early collapse.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Zagreb (Croatia)

Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa could not
replicate his rapid form,
managing just 3.5 points
from the opening nine
rounds of the blitz section,
while France’s Alireza
Firouzja produced a bril-
liant display to emerge as
the sole leader after the
penultimate day of the
Croatian leg of the Grand
Chess Tour.

Alireza was simply bril-
liant in the faster version as
he knocked down as many
as eight points out of a pos-
sible nine and took a
massive three points lead on
20 points over nearest rivals
Nodirbek Abdusattorov of
Uzbekistan and Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave of France.

Praggnaandhaa slipped
behind to a distanced fourth
on 15.5 points, while world
champion D Gukesh had
another average day to
reach on 14 points for his
fifth spot.

In what can be termed
one of the most dominant
performances in Grand
Chess Tour history, Firouzja
has left half the field at least
seven points adrift. Vincent
Keymer of Germany is sixth
on 13 points, Dutchman
Anish Giri is another half a
point behind, while Deac
Bogdan-Daniel of Romania is
on 11.5. Another two points

behinds is  Jorden van
Foreest of  Holland and
Croatian Ivan Saric is at the
bottom on just 5 points.

After a dramatic bounce
back that saw him sharing
the lead after the rapid
section with Alireza,
Praggnaandhaa apparently
missed the thread in the
blitz section. Starting of the
day with a win over Keymer,
Praggnaandhaa took a draw
in the next game with Giri
but then four straight losses
were enough to dent his
confidence. The Indian
ended with a net score of 3.5
points out of a possible eight
on the fourth day of the
tournament.

Things were not so much
different for Gukesh even
though he got a half point
more than Praggnaandhaa.

Four losses in patches for the
youngest ever world cham-
pion did not help his cause
much. With 9 rounds in the
blitz section still to be
played, the top place is prob-
ably already decided.
Praggnaandhaa still has a
chance for a podium finish
if he regains his touch on the
final day of this $2,00,000
prize money tournament.

Standings  after  round  9
rapid and  9  rounds  of  blitz:
1. Firouzja Alireza (Fr) 20; 2-
3. Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
(Fra) Nodirbek Abdusattorov
(Uzb) 17 each; 4.  R
Praggnanandhaa (Ind) 15.5;
5. D Gukesh (Ind) 13.5;
Vincent Keymer (Ger) 13; 7.
Anish Giri (Ned) 12.5; 8. Deac
Bogdan-Daniel (Rou) 11.5;
Jorden van Foreest (Ned)
9.5; 10. Ivan Saric (Cro) 5. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Islamabad

Babar Azam has returned to
lead Pakistan’s Test cricket
team after Shan Masood
was axed from the role 
on Sunday. 

Masood’s firing seemed
inevitable after the team
fell to 12 defeats in 16
matches during his tenure,
which began when he ini-
tially replaced Babar in late
2023. “We wanted to look
for a captain who could
lead the team in a much
better way,” selector Aaqib
Javed told reporters in
Lahore. “Shan’s individual
performance was good but
as captain we weren’t
getting the desired results.”

Javed said the selection
committee was unanimous
in recommending Babar as
captain and no other player
came up in the discussion.

Pakistan’s results in Test
matches took a sharp decline
since Masood lost 3-0 to

Australia in his first series.
Pakistan also lost 2-0 to
Bangladesh at home for the
first time and the only series
win under Masood’s cap-
taincy came against England
at home when Pakistan won
2-1 as eventually Pakistan
finished at bottom of the last
World Test Championship
points table.

Javed pointed out several
shortcomings of the Pakistan
team in test matches under
Masood’s leadership that
included losses against

South Africa and the West
Indies. “The captain has a
responsibility of finishing
the games,” Javed said.
“Some things are the respon-
sibility of the team, some are
the responsibility of the
selectors, and some are the
responsibility of the captain.
The captain’s responsibility
also includes maintaining
the team’s over rate, taking
DRS decisions and making
the right call at the toss.”

Masood had a fair time
with the bat during his cap-
taincy as he scored two cen-
turies and seven half cen-
turies, including back-to-
back fifties at Melbourne
against Australia.

Babar had led Pakistan to
10 wins in 20 tests before
Masood was handed the
captaincy. Babar’s tenure
as skipper started with a 2-
0 home win over South
Africa and Pakistan also
went on to clean sweep
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
away from home. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Galle

Pacer Gurnoor Brar made a
strong case for a Test debut
in Sri Lanka next month with
a match haul of 10 wickets in
India A’s resounding win in
the second and final unoffi-
cial Test here on Sunday.

Courtesy Sai Sudharsan’s
168, India A put up a daunting
first innings total of 543,
giving them a 177-run lead
over Sri Lanka A.   The game
moved fast on the fourth
and concluding day with Brar

running through the Sri Lanka
A batting unit with a six-
wicket haul in the second
innings, following his four
wickets in the first innings. 

The other contender for a
spot in the Test team for the
two-match series against Sri
Lanka from August, Aquib
Nabi, paled in Brar’s compar-
ison. The Punjab pacer had
impressed on his India debut
in the ODI series against
Afghanistan last month. Brar
was part of the Test squad too
but did not make his debut in
the traditional format.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Hulencourt (Belgium)

India’s experienced
Olympians Diksha Dagar
and Aditi Ashok remained
firmly in contention for a
strong finish at the
Hulencourt Women’s Open
after moving into a shared
third place here.  

Keeping India’s hopes
alive in the Ladies European
Tour event, Diksha (71) and
Aditi (70) closed the third
round at five-under-par 211,
five shots behind Australia’s
Kelsey Bennett. 

Bennett seized control of
the tournament with a com-
posed three-under 69 to
reach 10-under and open a
two-shot advantage over
Spain’s Carolina Chacarra.

Hero-backed Diksha pro-
duced another steady
display, carding a one-under
71 to stay in touch with the
leaders despite difficult
scoring conditions. 

Starting confidently, she
picked up birdies on the
second and ninth holes
before dropping her lone
shot of the day at the 10th.

A string of eight successive
pars thereafter ensured the
two-time LET winner
remained within striking
distance entering Sunday’s
decisive round.

Aditi, meanwhile, over-
came a mixed day to post a
two-under 70.  The five-time
LET winner appeared to be
slipping out of contention
after three bogeys during
the round, but she respond-
ed impressively by birdieing
three of her final four holes
to join Diksha in tied third.

The finish underlined
Aditi’s ability to recover under
pressure and kept alive her
hopes of adding another LET
title to her impressive
resume.  Her maiden victory

on the Tour had come at the
Hero Women’s Indian Open
exactly a decade ago.

Among the other Indians,
Pranavi Urs slipped to tied
42nd after returning a one-
over 73.  Her round featured
three birdies but was offset
by four bogeys as she
dropped down the leader-
board. Youngster Avani
Prashanth endured a disap-
pointing day on a day of
strong winds. 

She mixed an eagle and a
birdie with three bogeys on
the front nine but unrav-
elled on the inward half with
four consecutive bogeys from
the 11th, another dropped
shot on the 16th and a double
bogey on the closing hole. 

KEN MAGUIRE n London

Alexandra Eala didn’t have
the option of playing on grass
courts growing up in the
Philippines. Instead, she used
one that also doubled as a bas-
ketball court. “There would be
the basketball hoops, so I
couldn’t really step back a lot
because then I would hit the
basketball hoop,” Eala said.

The 21-year-old Eala found
Centre Court at Wimbledon a
bit more accommodating
Saturday when she beat
defending champion Iga
Swiatek 7-6 (9), 6-2 in the third
round at the grass-court major

and made some history in
the process.

Eala is the first Filipino
player, male or female, to

reach the fourth round of a
Grand Slam singles tourna-
ment.

The left-handed Eala

dropped to her knees and
rolled onto her back after
hitting a forehand winner on
her third match point.

“It’s incredible to have my
countrymen cheering me on
and knowing that we’re all in
this together,” she said in an
on-court interview as she
looked around at the
Philippines flags.

“This goes out to them, this
goes out to my family, this goes
out to all the little girls with
ruffled socks and chubby
cheeks. It means the world,”
said the 29th-seeded Eala,
who saved two set points in
the first-set tiebreaker. The

third-seeded Swiatek earned
her first Wimbledon women’s
title a year ago when she beat
Amanda Anisimova 6-0, 6-0 in
the final.

“I felt like Alexandra was
more brave in important
moments,” Swiatek said
Saturday. “In the tiebreak we
both had many chances to
close the set earlier, and it
didn’t go my way.”

Eala, who has trained in
Mallorca at the Rafael Nadal
Tennis Academy, gained world-
wide support last year on her
breakthrough run to the Miami
Open semifinals, which includ-
ed an upset of Swiatek. (AP )

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n London

Australian team proved its
absolute supremacy in the
women’s game, winning an
unprecedented seventh T20
World Cup title after making
short work of hosts England
by seven wickets in the final
here on Sunday.

Among the greatest sport-
ing outfits across all sports,
the Southern Stars made a
mockery of a record chase of
151 runs, completing the for-
malities in only 17.1 overs
with Sophie Molineux
winning her first ICC title as
skipper.

Young Phoebe Litchfield
(48 off 35 balls), possibly the
best batter among the

younger crop in women’s
cricket, stitched a 100-run
stand with veteran Beth
Mooney (64 off 49 balls) that
basically decimated an
English attack which had to
defend a total that was at
least 25 runs sub-par on a
decent batting track. 

Their century stand came
off just 69 balls — a marker
why Australian women are a
few country miles ahead of
other teams in terms of skill
and quality.

Litchfield, with superb
hand-eye co-ordination,
muscled her way to six fours
and two sixes while Mooney’s
precision and penchant for
rotating the strike left the
Charlotte Edwards-coached
side absolutely clueless.

At the halfway stage,
Australia had raced to 100 and
it was a mere formality with
the asking rate dropping
down to less than run a ball.

The best shot came out of
Litchfield’s closet when the
victory seemed like a formal-
ity. Left-arm spinner Linsey
Smith bowled one outside the
left-hander’s off-stump trying
to keep it out of her hitting
arc. Litchfield quickly got into
a position where she played
the reverse slog sweep with
the ball sailing over back-
ward point for a six.     

Mooney wasn’t one to be
left behind as she lofted
Sophie Ecclestone inside out
over extra cover and then
completed her fifty off just 38
balls, keeping her superb

record in ICC finals intact. She
averages 90 whenever
Mooney batted in an ICC final
(T20I and ODI) for the Southern
Stars. Also this was the first
time she was dismissed in a
T20 World Cup final.

Earlier, skipper Nat Sciver-
Brunt scored a gritty half-
century but Australian
bowling unit displayed a lot
of discipline to restrict hosts
England to a sub-par 150 for
4 in the stipulated 20 overs.

Southern Stars skipper
Sophie Molineux’s decision to
bowl first was completely
vindicated by her bowling
unit which kept the England
batters under tight leash. And
that too without the world’s
greatest woman all-rounder
Ellyse Perry rolling her arms

due to an injury.
Had Sciver-Brunt (58 not out

off 53 balls) and Freya Kemp
(44 not out off 28 balls) not
added 80 runs for the fifth
wicket, England wouldn’t
have reached the respectable
figure of 150-plus. The England
bowlers did have at least
some chance to fight.

Sciver-Brunt struck five
fours while Kemp hit four
boundaries and a maximum.

The domination of the
Australian bowlers could be
understood from the simple
statistic -- only two sixes were
hit by English women during
the course of 20 overs. Alice
Capsey hit one and Kemp,
who gave the innings some
push towards the end, struck
the other off Molineux.

Nothing sweeter than walking off not out with a win: Bethell

Babar Azam replaces Shan Masood
as Pakistan Test captain

India A outplay Sri Lanka A

by 10 wkts as Brar excels

Eala stuns Wimbledon champion Swiatek in historic win

Praggnanandhaa trails in Blitz

Women’s T20 WC: Australia beat England to win 7th title

DEVARCHIT VARMA n Mumbai

Squash ace Tanvi Khanna
believes that establishing
the complete ecosystem of
the sport within the country
is essential for the skill
expansion and global
success of next generation
players.  

The world No. 74 Tanvi,
who is in the Indian squad

for the Asian Games to be
held in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan,
in September-October, says
India must imbibe lessons
from top nations that have
consistently produced cham-
pions.  “I do believe we can
learn from other nations
that have a history of pro-
ducing champions, but the
idea is to learn and bring
back the same skills to fellow

Indians, so, it’s more sustain-
able and long term,” Tanvi,
who won the Squash PSA
Challenger Tour here, told
PTI in an exclusive inter-
view.  

“I strongly believe if we
want the future generation
to win medals for India, the
entire ecosystem of coaches
and players has to be in
India. “This is the only way to

inspire the future genera-
tions (and) this is what coun-
tries like Egypt have, and
India is currently lacking,”
she said.  Tanvi does not
adhere to the belief that
full-time foreign coaches can
improve Indian players’ per-
formance, but underlined
the need to put in place
world-class infrastructure. 

“Another struggle is infra-

structure. My academy has 6-
7 kids who are India No.1 this
year itself, a world junior
medallist and multiple Asian
junior medallists,” she said. 

“We desperately need a
full glass court in Delhi. All
the international events take
place on glass courts, and
they play very differently to
traditional courts. When we
go abroad for tournaments,

we all find it hard to adjust
to the glass court as we
haven’t practiced on it,” 
she said. 

The 29-year-old, who is
not a part of the TOPS pro-
gramme, said she would like
to see more initiative from
the Squash Rackets
Federation of India (SRFI)
and the Squash Association
of Delhi. (PTI )

Ecosystem in country needs to back squash players to win at world stage: Tanvi Khanna
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Diksha, Aditi stay in title hunt 
at Hulencourt Women’s Open


