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Article 370

on protesters

SC bars action against student protestors

Hearing allegations of police brutality, the court sought preservation of evidence while protecting students

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday restrained States
from taking any coercive
action against protesters in
the recent student-led agita-
tion and directed them to
release those under 18 on
the condition that none
should have any criminal
antecedents.

“All States are hereby
instructed to release children
under the age of 18, who
have been reported to be
arrested or detained in con-

nection with the ongoing Parliament on Monday, July 20

protests and who do not
possess any criminal
antecedents,” a bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant directed. It
said if necessary, these chil-
dren shall be released upon
the execution of a simple
bond by themselves or their
family members, especially if
such a requirement is insist-
ed upon for surety.

Hearing a batch of petitions
alleging police brutality
during demonstrations
againstirregularities in exams
and the NEET paper leak, the
bench said a fairand indepen-

Security personnel detaining CJP supporters near Jantar Mantar during the protest march to
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dent probe on the matter
was required.

During the hearing, the
bench also comprising jus-
tices Joymala Bagchi and V
Mohana observed,
“Whosoever committed
excesses, took law into their
hands should be taken
to task.”

The bench took note of
allegations such as the use of
pellet guns, lathisembedded
with nails, rubber bullets and
electric batons on protestors
resulting in severe life threat-
ening injuries to several stu-

NOTING THAT IT IS
MULLING A PROBE
INTO ALLEGATIONS,
THE SC SAID A
PROBE IS ALSO
REQUIRED INTO
ATTACKS ON
POLICEMEN

dents and young women.

It directed that Delhi
Government and other States
may proceed with the inves-
tigation of the FIRs registered
but no coercive measures

shall be taken against the
protesting students.

“Such protection, nonethe-
less, shall not be extended to
the persons with criminal
antecedents,” the SC clarified.

Noting that the bench is
mulling an independent,
transparent and thorough
probe into all allegations by
a task force, the bench said
a probe is also required to
ascertain the attacks on 250
policemen and whether they
were by students or miscre-
ants. “Be that as it may, the
allegations made by the peti-

tioners, prima facie, establish
a compelling case for an
independent and impartial
investigation into the inci-
dents of violence. Such an
investigation will adequate-
ly address the allegations
presented by the family
members of the police per-
sonnel, as well as the issues
raised by the Solicitor
General of India,” the bench
said.

The court indicated that it
might constitute an SIT
headed by a former SC judge
for the investigation.

While posting the matter
for further hearing on August
3, the SC said in the interest
ofjustice itis giving an oppor-
tunity to the Union
Government and the States
concerned to place their ver-
sions on record before it con-
siders constituting an inde-
pendent committee or a
Special Investigation
Team (SIT).

The SC issued notices to
Maharashtra, Bihar, Assam,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, West Bengal and
Kerala and asked their advo-
cates general to appear
online on the next date of
hearing.

Paper leak Bill debate opens
amid Pradhan welcome row

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Top Opposition leaders on
Tuesday tore into the BJP
claiming that Dharmendra
Pradhan was given a hero’s
welcome in the Parliament
after he quit as Union educa-
tion minister following large-
scale student protests over
the NEET-UG 2026 paper leak.

Participating in the debate
Priyanka Gandhi said Pradhan
was welcomed as a superstar.
Samajwadi Party supremo
Akhilesh Yadav also ques-
tioned the welcome accord-
ed to Pradhan.

Ending a week-long logjam,
the Lok Sabha began the dis-
cussion on the anti-paper
leak Bill, with Union minister
Jitendra Singh describing it as
a reaffirmation of the
Government’s commitment
to safeguard the welfare of
students and the youth.

“Incidents of paper leaks
have taken place in various
States ruled by different
parties... The anti-paper leak
Bill is a reaffirmation of the
Government’s commitment
to safeguard the welfare of
students and youth. The

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla conducting proceedings in the

House during the Monsoon session
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amendment... (is being)
brought to make the law
more stringent,” Singh said.

RSP MP NK Premchandran
moved that the Bill should be
circulated for stakeholder
consultations till December1,
so that it can be made more
fruitful.

BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj
accused the Opposition of
displaying selective outrage
over examination paper
leaks, saying such incidents
also happened during the
Congress-led UPA regime and
asserted that the Union
Government had undertaken
structural reforms to
strengthen the examination
system.

Taking a swipe at Prime

Minister Narendra Modi,
Priyanka said if he wants to
win over the Gen Z then
videos changing camera
angles won’t help as this
generation has the enor-
mous ability to identify lies.
“Injustice has been done
with youths under your
Government, accept the
truth. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi must take
responsibility,” she said.
TMC MP Abhishek
Banerjee said the amend-
ment Bill on paper leaks will
not wash away the 12 years
of the “incompetence and
failure” of the BJP-led
Government even as he
extended TMC’s support to
the proposed legislation.

mByStander D@l drenched, roads drown

GOVT CAPS SUGAR
DEALER STOCKS

The Government has capped sugar
stocks that dealers can hold,
restricting inventory to 4,000
quintals for a maximum of 30 days,
in a move aimed at curbing rising
prices. The order, issued under the
Essential Commaodities Act, 1955,
and the Sugar (Control) Order,
2025, will take effect from August
1 and remain in force until
November 30, 2026. The decision
follows a sharp rise in ex-mill sugar
prices to 345 per kg from 339 per
kg over the past three months.
Dealers will also be required to
declare and regularly update their
sugar stocks on the Government
portal. The restrictions will not
apply to stocks held on behalf of
the Government or for distribution
through the Public Distribution
System. The Government has
already banned sugar exports to
boost domestic availability amid
concemns over a deficit monsoon.

HEAVY RAINS BATTER
HIMACHAL PRADESH

Flashfloods and landslides
triggered by heavy rain wreaked
havoc in Himachal Pradesh’s
Chamba district on Tuesday,
damaging more than 25 houses
and a shop, while burying over a
dozen vehicles under debris. No
casualties have been reported.
The Sultanpur Nallah overflowed,
inundating nearby residential
areas, while boulders and debris
carried by the Tadoli Nallah
destroyed a store. A landslide
near Bhariad on the Udaipur-
Golthi-Navodaya road buried cars,
trucks and two-wheelers. The
State Emergency Operation
Centre said 178 roads remain
closed across the State, including
58 in Mandi, 42 in Kullu and 30
in Chamba.

RAJESH KUMAR W New Delhi

Monsoon returned vigor-
ously on Tuesday to several
parts of north India, includ-
ing the national Capital,
ending a spell of heat and
energy-sapping humidity.

The intense spell of rains,
however, brought back the
old woes of waterlogged
roads and traffic snarls.
Delhi, recorded its coldest
July day in three years on
Tuesday due to heavy
rains.

Seeking a first-hand view
of the situation, Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta
boarded a Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) bus on

20 people killed in PoJK poll violence

A man with a child makes his way amid heavy monsoon

rain in New Delhi on Tuesday

PTI

Tuesday and carried out an
extensive on-ground
inspection as heavy rain,
thunderstorms and dark
battered the Capital,

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH B New Delhi

At least 20 people lost their lives, and dozens
were injured in Dreik Eidgah and nearby
parts of Rawalakot, during the first phase
oflegislative elections in Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK). Security was
strict throughout the elections. Thousands
of protesters connected to the banned
Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action
Committee (JKJAAC) attempted to march.

Security forces, including local police,
Punjab Rangers, and the military, respond-
ed with live ammunition, tear gas,

and snipers.

The JKJAAC reported that Usman Nazir,
the brother of committee leader Sardar
Umar Nazir Kashmiri, was among those
killed, along with people from Kotli, Hajira,
and nearby towns. Protesters said they saw
bodies in the streets and experienced
power outages. Electricity and phone
service were cut, and most of the region has
been without internet since early June.

Maulana Fazlur Rehman of Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam (F) called the Rawalakot shooting
“open terrorism” by forces “intoxicated
with power” against unarmed people
asking for their rights. He said the state
failed to address these issues before they

turned violent.

Elections are taking place in phases
amid heavy security, while sit-ins and
marches continue. [KJAAC leaders say they
will keep pushing for their demands.

Violence like this has happened before.
Protests began between June 5 and 7, 2026,
after the JKJAAC was banned under anti-ter-
rorism laws and the Supreme Court
reserved 12 out of 45 Legislative Assembly
seats for refugees from Indian-administered
Kashmir and their descendants living in
Pakistan. The JAAC, which includes traders,
lawyers, activists, and civil society groups,
said these reserved seats reduce local
representation and political influence for

Police officers firing tear gas in
Muzaffarabad, the capital of PoJK in 2025 ap

prompting the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) to
upgrade its warning and
issue a red alert.

the region’s estimated 4 to 5 million resi-
dents. Economic issues such as high elec-
tricity bills, rising food prices, and unem-
ployment have also fuelled the move-
ment, with earlier protests reported from

2023 to 2025.

Reacting to the developments, the
Ministry of External Affairs’ Randhir Jaiswal
said at his bi-weekly media briefing. He reit-
erated that the entire Union territories of
Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh, including
the areas currently under Pakistan’s “illegal
and forcible occupation”, are parts of India.
“India’s position on this matter has been
clear, consistent, and well known. The
entire Union Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh, including the areas
currently under Pakistan’s illegal and
forcible occupation, are integral and inalien-
able parts of India.”

“As we have stated earlier, the ongoing
mass protests in Pakistan-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir are the direct consequences
of Pakistan’s economic exploitation, its
denial of the people’s fundamental rights,
and its administrative oppression,” he said.
Jaiswal also responded to a question about
many Pakistani experts discussing a shared
Indus Valley civilisation between India
and Pakistan in the context of the Indus
Water Treaty (IWT), and whether it was an
attempt at cultural appropriation.
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Classifieds

BEDKHALI NOTICE

I Rajinder Kaur Wi/o
Surmukh Singh R/o House No-
705, Gurdwara Sahib, Harmilap
Nagar Phase 1, Baltana SAS
Nagar Mohali. Punjab my son
Gurpreet Singh is out of my
control. | disown him from my
moveable immoveable properties.
Anybody dealing with him at
his/her own risk.

I, Rajinder Kaur Marwah
W/o Late Jagjit Singh Marwah R/o
Flat No. 371, L.B. Enclave, Sector
49-A, Chandigarh declare that my
son Harkaran Singh Marwah and
his wife Jasleen Kaur are out of
my control, | disown them from my
moveable /immoveable property
anybody dealing with them at their
own risk.

| Monika Sharma W/o Late
Sh. Narinder Sharma R/o Flat No.
2204, Victoria-C, Omaxe The
Lake, New Chandigarh SAS
Nagar Mohali Punjab declare that
my son Nitin Sharma his wife
Ruchi and their child Drishyam
Sharma are out of my control. So
I disown them from all my
moveable immovable properties.
If anybody deals with them, they
will  do their own risk/
responsibility.

I, Sajid Khan S/o Sh. Avid
Khan, R/o House No. 4832,
Maloya Colony Chandigarh inform
that my son Sakib Khan and his
wife Humaira Khan are out of my
control. | disown them from my all
moveable and immoveable
properties. Anybody deal with
them will do at their own Risk.

We Dharambir S/o Sh.
Narayan Dutt and Savitri Devi W/o
Sh. Dharambir R/o House
No0.5473 Gali No.9 Shiv Colony,
Karnal declare that our son Vijay
Kumar and his wife Seema and
their children are out of our
control. We disown them from our
movable and immovable property.
They will be responsible for their
transactions, good-bad, legal and
illegal activities.

We, Rakesh Kumar, S/o
Late Shri Mangat Ram, and
Rajneeta, W/o Sh. Rakesh
Kumar, House No. 2238/53, Gali
No. 8A, Shanti Nagar, Manimajra,
Chandigarh, hereby declare that
our daughter Meenakshi, Wife of
Shri Dimple Sharma, is out of our
control. We Disown her from our
all moveable and Immovable
Properties. Anybody who deals
with her will do at their own Risk. |
and my family members will not
be responsible for her any
activities.

| Seema Rani W/O Devi
Dayal R/O #549, Bharat Colony
Rajpura Distt Patiala Declare That
My Son Ranjit Kumar And His
Wife Rashmi Are Out Of My
Control. So | Disowned Both Of
Them From All My Movable And
Immovable Properties. Anybody
Dealing With Them At On Their
Own Risk.

| Harbans Kaur W/o Late
Nirmal Singh R/o Vill Noorkheria,
university, Distt Patiala declare
that my daughter Sukhjeet Kaur
W/o Puneet Sharma is out of my
control so | evict her all my
moveable immovable property
anyone dealing with her at their
own risk.

| Bhupinder Kumar Kapila
S/o Harsarup Chand R/o H-6/12
B, Adarsh Colony Rajpura Distt
Patiala declare that my son Yash
Kapila and his wife Himani Taneja
is out of my control so | evict them
all my moveable immovable
property anyone dealing with
them at their own risk.

| Ashok Kumar S/o Shri
Kaur Chand, Resident of Village
and Post Office Sidhuwal, Tehsil
and District Patiala declare that
my son Sandeep Joshi is beyond
my control. So | disowned my son
Sandeep Joshi and his wife
Simran, from my movable and
immovable property. Anyone who
deals with them in any kind of
transaction or use will be held
responsible. | will not have any
responsibility.

It is for general information
that I, TARUN ASIJA S/o Sh.
BIHARI LAL R/o H. NO.4083,
FIRST FLOOR CITY HOME
OMEX CITY, SECTOR-15,
BAHADURGARH, JHAJJAR,
HARYANA-124507 HARYANA,
INDIA, declare that the name of
my minor daughter JANYA
HASIJA, aged 10 years has been
wrongly written as JANYA RANI
in her Birth certificate. The actual
name of my minor daughter as
JANYA HASIJA respectively,
which  may be amended
accordingly. It is certified that |
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

I, Saroj, wife of Rakesh
Kumar, resident of VPO Bassi
Kalan, District Hoshiarpur,
Punjab, hereby declare that my
correct name is Saroj. In the
marriage certificate of my
daughter Preeti, my name is
mentioned as Anu Ratti. Saroj
and Anu Ratti are one and the
same lady, and | have never
changed my name legally.

I, Kanan Gabba D/o
Rajinder Kumar R/o Sarabha
Nagar St.No. 11 Malout declare
that | am in Class 10 from sacred
heart Convent School Session
2026-27. In the school records,
My father’s name has been
wrongly mentioned as Rajinder
Kumar Gabba. The correct name
of my father is Rajinder Kumar
henceforth, all records may kindly
be read and treated with my
father’s correct name as Rajinder
Kumar.

| Lila Bai Mother of
15580457F hav  Wakchoure
Jalindar Laxman residing at Vill.
Talegaon Rohi  Distt. Nashik
State Maharashtra, Pin 423104
have changed my name from
Lilabai to Lilabai Laxman
Wakchaure and date of birth
24.03.1973 to 10.05.1969 vide
affidavit date 29.04.2026 before
notary public Distt. court Bathinda
(PB).

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Laxman Father of
15580457F hav  Wakchoure
Jalindar Laxman residing at Vill.
Talegaon Rohi Distt. Nashik State
Maharashtra, Pin 423104 have
changed my name from Laxman
to Laxman Bagunath Wakchaure
and date of birth 24.03.1966 to
15.02.1965 vide affidavit date
29.04.2026 before notary public
Distt. court Bathinda (PB).

I, JC-510291X Sub Chatin
Singh R/o village Bokhra Tehsil &
Bathinda . | have changed name
of my father Gulbant Singh to
Gulwant & DOB from 06-07-1940
to 01-01-1936 vide Affidavit No IN-
PB74507277129455Y dated
28-07-2026.

I, JC-510291X Sub Chatin
Singh R/o village Bokhra Tehsil &
Bathinda . | have changed name
of my son Hardip Singh to
Hardeep Singh & DOB from 28-

05-2002 to 29-03-2002 vide
Affidavit No IN-
PB74506030332598Y dated
28-07-2026.

I No 15206356A Ex L/NK
Narinder Kumar son of Pirthi
Singh Resident of Vill: Pahlewal,
PO: Garhshankar, Teh
:Garhshankar, Distt: Hoshiarpur
(Pb) have changed the name of
my mother from Karishna Devi to
Krishna Devi and her date of birth
from 01-7-1963 to 01-1-1958.

I Patil Eknath Dadu Father
of Patil Maruti Eknath residing at
P.o- Sarawade Tal- Radhanagari,
District- Kolhapur, State-
Maharashtra, Pin code-416212
have changed my name from Patil
Eknath Dadu to Eknath Dadu
Patil vide Affidavit dated:27-07-
2026 before Mr. Sat Pal Notary,
Pathankot (Punjab).

I Patil Kalpana Eknath
mother of Patil Maruti Eknath
residing at P.o- Sarawade Tal-
Radhanagari, District- Kolhapur,
State- Maharashtra, Pin code-
416212 have changed by name
from Patil Kalpana Eknath to
Kalpana Eknath Patil vide Affidavit
dated:27-07-2026 before Mr. Sat
Pal Notary, Pathankot (Punjab).

1, Sarabjit singh S/0 Ex Hav
late Nazar Singh (Ex No
14211307) Resident of Gali No 2,
Dhurkot Road, Ahmedgarh, Dist
Malerkotla (Sangrur) Punjab-
148021 have change spelling of
my name from Sarbjit Singh to
Sarabjit Singh. As per army record
my date of birth is 22-09-1981.
Where as per my all other
documents my correct date of
birth is 24.09.1981.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Raghunandan S/o Dev
Dutt R/o VPO-Ghilour Khurd,
Distt.Rohtak (Haryana) have
changed my name from
Raghunandan to Raghu Nandan
for all future purposes.

I Navneet Khullar s/o Sh.
Jitender Pal Khullar R/o House no
254-G, shaheed Bhagat Singh
Nagar, Pakhowal Road,
Ludhiana, declares that in my
passport my father's name is
wrongly mentioned as Jitendra
Pal Khullar, whereas his correct
name is Jitender Pal Khullar. That
Jitendra Pal Khullar and Jitender
Pal Khullar is one and the same
person.

I, Rakesh Kumar S/o S.D.
Manocha R/o #336, Industrial
Area Phase-1, Panchkula,
Haryana-134109, have changed
my name to Rakesh Kumar
Manocha.

I, Birmati (Old Name, which
is to be changed) wife of Raghubir
Singh resident of House No. 105,
VPO Sulkhani, Tehsil and District
Hisar, Haryana, INDIA, have
changed my name from BIRMATI
(Old Name) to BIRMWATI (New
Name).

I, Raghubir Singh (Old
Name, which is to be changed)
son of Abhe Ram Resident of
VPO Sulkhani, Tehsil and District
Hisar-125121, Haryana, INDIA,
have changed my name from
RAGHUBIR SINGH (Old Name)
to RAGHUBIR (New Name).

1, Neelam (Old Name, which

to be changed) wife of
Ramratan resident of VPO
Dharam Kheri, Tehsil Hansi,
Distict Hisar, Haryana, INDIA,
have changed my name from
NEELAM (Old Name) to URMILA
(New Name).

I, Sandeep Singh (Old
Name, which is to be changed)
Son of Ramesh Chander
Resident of VPO Kaimri, Tehsil
and District Hisar-125001,
Haryana, INDIA, have changed
my name from SANDEEP SINGH
(Old Name) to SUDEEP KUMAR
(New Name).

I, Shamsher Singh S/o Sh.
Bharat Singh, R/o House No. 23,
Sarsana (14), Hisar, Haryana
125001 declare that | have
changed the name of my minor
son from Annav to Arnav Pilania
for future purpose.

I, Bharti Sihag D/o Sh. Man
Singh Sihag R/o House No. 917P,
Sector 33, Behind Water Boosting
Station, Hisar, Haryana 125001
declare that | have changed the
name of my minor son from
Rakshit to Rakshit Singh for
future purpose.

I, hitherto known as Sumit
S/o Krishan Kumar R/o Ward No.
09, Suratpura, Distt.
Hanumangarh, Rajasthan 335503
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as SUMIT
BENIWAL. Itis certified that | have
complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

I, Brooklyn Son of Smt.
Ranjana Anthony, Resident at Flat
No. U-602, Harbhajan Vihar,

Sector-114, Ansal  Enclave,
Mohali, Tehsil Mohali, District
Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar,

Punjab have changed my name

from Brooklyn to Brooklyn
Anthony.
1, Kimberly Daughter of Smt.

Ranjana Anthony, Resident at Flat
No. U-602, Harbhajan Vihar,

Sector-114, Ansal  Enclave,
Mohali, Tehsil Mohali, District
Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar,

Punjab have changed my name
from Kimberly to Kimberly
Anthony.

I, Harpreet Singh S/O
Davinder Singh  R/O Village
Mirkachana Po Bhagthana Tulian,
District Gurdaspur, Punjab, India
Pin Code 143604, | Have Changed
My Name From Harpreet Singh To
Singh Harpreet Please Note.
Surname As Singh And Given
Name As Harpreet.

I, Ravi Dass S/o Sh. Lakhmi
Dass R/o H. No. 06, Type-5, Vidyut
Nagar, Hisar (Haryana) have
changed my name from Ravi Dass
to Ravi Thakral for all purposes in
the future.

I, Rajesh Chandra S/o Satya
Prasad Trivedi R/o H.No. 1008,
Sector-30-B, Chandigarh have
changed my name from Rajesh
Chandra to Rajesh Chandra
Trivedi.

I, Chetana Devi W/o Rajesh
Chandra  Trivedi R/o Vill.
Kundaliya, Distt. Rudraprayag,
Uttarakhand have changed my
name from Chetana Devi to
Chetana Trivedi.

1, Sudesh Rani W/o Mukesh
Kumar R/o Gugga Mari Colony,
Tagra Kali Ram, Tehsil Kalka, Distt.
Panchkula, Haryana have
changed my name from Sudesh
Rani to Sudesh, correct date of
birth is 04-05-1971.

I, Shubhum Gaur S/O Late
Shri Vijay Gaur, R/O H.No. 1586,
Sector 25, Panchkula, Haryana
Have Changed My Name From
Shubham Gaur To Shubhum Gaur.

I, Jaideep Kumar Sachdeva
S/o Late Sh. Fateh Chand
Sachdeva, R/o MIG-49, Sector- 1,
Parwanoo, District Solan 173220,
(HP) have changed my name from
Jaideep Kumar Sachdeva to
Jaideep Sachdeva.

1, Shilimkar Sushama spouse
of  Shilimkar Sharad Balu
Permanent resident at AT-
Gavadi, Post Shind, Tehsil-Bhor,
Distt-Pune, State Maharashtra,
PIN-412206 have changed my
name from Shilimkar Sushama to
Sushama Sharad Shilimkar vide
affidavit No. IN-
PB69379575487399Y dated
13.07.2026 before Distt. Court
Bathinda.

I, Gaurav S/o Bram Pal R/o
H.No. 1552, Mukharji Park Mandir,
Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna Nagar,
have changed my minor son’s
name from Sonam to Pranav

Mogha.

I, Javeer S/o Jahid R/o
Taharpur Kalan, Tehsil
Chhachhrauli, Distt. Yamuna

Nagar, have changed my name
from Javeer to Jabir.

I, Kadir Ansari S/o Mahfooj
Hasan R/o Old Patrol Pumb,
Bilaspur, Distt. Yamuna Nagar,
have changed my minor son’s
name from Baby of Kadir Ansari to
Hamza Ansari.

I, Mitlesh W/o Sanjeev
Kumar R/o Village Ismailpur, Tehsil
Pratap Nagar, Distt. Yamuna
Nagar, have changed my name
from Mitlesh to Mithlash.

I, Saahid S/o Nazar R/o
Village Sundar Bahadapur, Po.
Dayalgarh, Tehsil Bilaspur, Distt.
Yamuna Nagar, have changed my
name from Saahid to Shahid
Khan.

I, Vinod Kumar S/o
Dharampal R/o Village Raipur, Po.
Bilauli, Tehsil Chhachhrauli, Distt.
Yamuna Nagar, have changed my
minor son’s name from Baby of
Anu to Aarya Pandit.

I, Sachin S/o Suresh Pal R/o
Village Gundana, VPO Gundiana,
Tehsil Raduar, Distt. Yamuna
Nagar-133103, have changed my
name from Sachin to Sachin
Sachin.

I, No. 2682378A Hav Jaspal
(Retd) son of Sh. Ranka Ram,
resident of Village Rakri, PO
Datarpur Tehsil Mukerian, Distt
Hoshiarpur (Pb) have changed
name of my dependent daughter
from Ranjana Kumari to Ranjana
Devi. Her correct date of birth is
05.01.1997. Concerned note.

I, Atam Prakash S/O Harful,
Resident Of H No 48 Ward No 6,
Near Bhanger Dharmshala, Vpo
Siwani, Tehsil Siwani Distt Bhiwani
Haryana (Haryana) Have
Changed My Name From Atam
Prakash To Atmaram.

| Prem Lata Sharma W/O
Subhash Chand R/O H No B-
1/1573 Mohalla Dakonta Wala Old
Rajpura Rajpura Distt Patiala Have
Changed My Name To Prem Lata.

| Sheela w/o of 4553011P
Rank SGP Bal Raj Singh resident
of House No. 3581 Urban State
Jind, in my husband's service
record my name is Shila and date
of birth is 01/03/1966 whereas my
correct name is Sheela Devi and
date of birth is 01/02/1968

| Ram Pal S/o Sh. Ram Sukh
R/o Flat No. 691, Block A-1,
Ananda Tower, SBP Housing Park,
Derabassi SAS Nagar Mohali
Punjab have changed my name
from Ram Pal Dhingra to Ram Pal

I, Sube Singh S/o Surjan
Ram R/o Village Kathwala, PO.
Mehlanwali, Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt.
Yamuna Nagar, have changed my
name from Sube Singh to Sube
Singh Rathi.

I, Ramphal Kundu S/o Lal
Chand R/o 957/20, Durga Colony,
Rohtak (Haryana) have changed
my name from Ram Phal to
Ramphal Kundu for all future
purposes.

I, Kamlesh Rani W/o
Lachhman Dass, resident of M.I.G.
19, Model Town Phase-1,
Bathinda, Punjab, have changed
my name from Kamlesh Rani to
Kamlesh Mittal for all future
purposes, including my son Paras
Mittal's passport application. It is
concerned all to note.

I, Kuldeep Singh S/o Ram
Pal R/o Vill- Kathura (Tehsil
Gohana, District Sonipat) have
changed the name of my minor
son from Dev to Dev Narwal, he
should be known by this name in
the future.

I, ANSHUL, S/o Sh. Vijender
Singh Kundu, born on 06/05/1997,
residing at Villa No. 936, Block E,
Omaxe City, Sector 18, Sonipat,
Haryana - 131001, have changed
my name to ANSHUL KUNDU for
all future and official purposes.

I, Shamsher Singh, son of
Rulda Singh, resident of Village
Khalour, Post Office Banur, Tehsil
Banur, District Sahibzada Ajit
Singh Nagar (Mohali), declare that
the names Shemsher Singh and
Shamsher Singh refer to one and
the same person; | am known by
both names.

I, Subhash Chand alias
Sundar Das S/o Sh. Manohar Lal
S/o Hari Chand R/o H.No. 893,
Ward No. 13 at present R/o Ward
No. 10, near Modern Public
School, Vishnu Nagar, Gohana,
Teh. Gohana, Distt. Sonipat
declare that my name is recorded
as Sundar Das in the Jamabandi
Khewat No. 5862/5626, Mouja
Gohana, Jamabandi year 2020-21,
whereas Subhash Chand is
recorded in my Aadhaar Card and
other documents. Sundar Das and
Subhash Chand both name are
one and the same person.

I Gurpreet Singh S/o
Shivdev  Singh R/o Village
Kurli, Tehsil Dera Bassi, Distt SAS
Nagar(Mohali) do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare under that |
have changed my minor son 's
name Gunbir Singh to Gunbir
Singh Sanserwal. This is for all
future reference.

I, Gurpreet Kaur W/o
Paramjeet Singh R/o Dharampur
Colony, Near Saint Thomos
School, Pinjore, District Panchkula,
Haryana, | have changed my
minor son's name from Male Baby
Of Gurpreet Kaur to Tegbir Singh.

I, Reena Rani Mother of
Jannatpreet Hans who has passed
her 10th Class examination under
ICSE Board during the session
2024-2025 from St. Mary's
Convent School Bhogpur
Jalandhar, Punjab. Her Unique ID
is 8463435 and Index No. is
1257507/074. On my dauther
Jannatpreet Hans Pass Certificate
Cum Statement of Marks her
name has been written as Jannat
Preet Hans. Now her name has
changed from Jannat Preet Hans
to Jannatpreet Hans.

I, Joginder son of Hariram,
resident of Village Gangesar,
Tehsil Gohana, Sonipat, hereby
declare that my name is recorded
in my documents as Joginder son
of Hariram. My actual name is
Joginder Lathar, and my father's
name is Hariram Lathar. Joginder
and Joginder Lathar refer to the
same person, and | should be
known by the name Joginder
Lathar.

I, Arvind Kumar S/o Tejpal
Singh R/o #Mandouli Gaggar, Po
Khadri, Tehsil Chhachhrauli, Distt
Yamuna Nagar have changed my
minor Son name from Devrath
Choudhary to Devvrat Choudhary.

I, Salma W/o Vir Singh R/o
#Village Nabh, Tehsil Jagadhri,
Distt Yamuna Nagar have changed
my name from Salma to Sharma
Devi.

I, Sonu Kumar Pandit S/o
Bahadur Pandit R/o Karanpura,
Manjha, Gopalganj, Bihar have
changed my name to Sanoo
Kumar Pandit.

I hitherto known as SUSHMA
ALIAS HIMANSHI W/O ANIL
GULATI R/O H.NO. 26/4, NEAR
ANAND HOSPITAL, ADARSH
NAGAR, DISTT PANIPAT-132103,
HARYANA, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as HIMANSHI GULATI.

| Ashu Tyagi D/o Ramphal
Tyagi W/o Mahi Pal R/o Village
Barana Panipat have changed my
name from Ashu Kumari to Ashu
Tyagi for all future purposes.

I, Sukhdev Singh S/o Ajit
Singh R/o Manawala, Distt.
Amritsar, Punjab-143109 have
changed my name from Sukhdev
Singh to Singh is my surname and
Sukhdev is my given name.

I, Harinder Singh S/o Nirmal
Singh R/o VPO Khassa, Tehsil &
Distt. Amritsar, Punjab-143107
have changed my name from
Harinder Singh to Harwinder
Singh. Harinder Singh and
Harwinder Singh is one and the
same person.

I, Pinki Verma W/O Deepak
Kapoor R/O Z-4 06315, Gali Bal
Bhawan Wali, Ambedkar Nagar,
Bathinda, Punjab have changed
my name to Pallavi Kapoor.

I, Gurmeet Kaur W/O Gurdev
Singh Sehgal R/O House No-4759
Darshan Vihar, Sector-68, SAS
Nagar (Mohali), Punjab-160062
have changed my name to Gurmit
Kaur.

I, Chhajja Singh S/O
Ramgopal Presently Residing At
House No-3042, SBI Society,
Sector-49 D, Chandigarh-160047
Permanent Resident Of Village
Banhpur, Tehsil & District Ambala,
Haryana have changed my name
to Jitander Nath Ratol.

I, Vir Bhan Singla, S/o Sh.
Sadhu Ram Singla, R/o #656,
Sector-16, Panchkula, Haryana,
declare that | have changed my
name from Vir Bhan to Vir Bhan
Singla.

I Gobind Singh S/o Fateh
Singh, House No. 707, Daria,
Chandigarh have changed my
name from Gobind Singh to
Govind Singh

I, MEENA DEVI W/o Jasmer
R/O Near Khera Mandir, Parchh
Mullanpur, Post office Mullanpur,
District SAS Nagar (Mohali)
Punjab-140901 India have
changed the name of my minor
son BABY OF MEENA DEVI, aged
7 Years and he shall hereafter be
known as AMRIT SINGH.

I hitherto known as RAJNI
BALA Wife of HARPREET SINGH
Resident of Village Gharuan, Post
Office Gharuan, Tehsil Kharar,
District SAS Nagar (Mohali)
Punjab -140413 India, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
SIMRANDEEP KAUR.

I hitherto known as
POONAM Wife of KAMAL KANT
Resident of House No. 960, Saini
Vihar, Phase-3, Baltana, Zirakpur,
District SAS Nagar (Mohali)
Punjab -140604 India, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as POONAM
HIMDAN.

I, No. 22001878X Sep Golla
Hanmanthu Unit 202 Army Avn
Cl/o 56 APO, residing at 1-49,

Puttapahad, Kulakacharla,
Puttapahad, Distt-K \%
Rangareddy, State-Telangana-

509395 declare That | have
changed my minor son name from
G Rudra Vedansh Yadav to G
Rudransh Yadav as per his
Adhaar Card, vide Affidavit No. IN-
PB74651611887683Y dated
28.07.2026 before the court of
Bathinda.

I, Lovely Kumar Son of Om
Parkash, resident of Village
Khalaspur, Sub-Tehsil Ghanaur,
Tehsil Rajpura, District Patiala,
Punjab, have changed my name
from Lovely to Lovely Kumar

1 Suriti D/o No 3189338P, Ex
Hav Rishak Lal resident of Vill &
PO- Goyala Kalan, Tehsil- Badli,
Distt-Jhajjar (Haryana)-124507
declare that my name Shruti and
date of birth 15 Aug 2007 are
incorrect service record of my
father. My correct name and date
of birth is Suriti, date of birth-19
May 2006. | have changed my
name from Shruti to Suriti & date
of birth from 15 Aug 2007 to 19
May 2006 as per my other
documents.

I, Dhrampal S/o Sardar
Singh R/o Village Mahmudpur
Maijra Tehsil Beri District Jhajjar-
124103 (Haryana) have changed
my name From Dhrampal To
Dharmpal.

I, Maninder Singh S/o
Nirmal Singh, have changed my
name from Maninder Singh to
Maninder Singh HALLAN for all
future purposes. All concerned
note.

I, Manjeet S/o Chand Singh
R/o H No 108/6, Subhash Nagar,
Gohana-131301 have changed
my name from Manjeet to Manjeet
Singh for all future purposes.

I, Sarita W/o Manjeet Singh
R/o H. No 108/6, Subhash Nagar,
Gohana-131301 have changed
my name from Sarita to Sarita
Sehrawat for all future purposes.

I, Mamta Rani, wife of Shri
Mohan Lal, resident of House No.
479, Bhool-Bhoolia  Chowk,
Wadhawa Ram Basti, Panipat,
District Panipat, state that my
name is Mamta Rani in all
documents, which is correct. My
husband Mohan Lal's passport
shows my name as Mamta Rani,
which is incorrect. However, | wish
to change my name to Mamta
Rani in my husband's passport.

I, Manjeet Kaur (Aadhaar
No. 7246-4727-4163) W/o Ameer
Chand Village Kishanpura, Pipli,
District  Kurukshetra, hereby
declare that Champa Devi and
Manjeet Kaur are the names of
one and the same person, and
both names refer to me. All
concerned are requested to take
note of the above.

I, GUNI wife of Sh. Rajmal
Poonia R/o VPO Satrod Kalan,
Tehsil & Distt. Hisar (Haryana)
herebychanged my name from
GUNI to MUNNI DEVI for all
future purposes. Neither any court
case nor any Bank loan is
pending against my old name.

I, Nasrin W/o Mohd. Azad
R/o House No. 354, Maloya
Chandigarh have changed my
name from Nasrin to Nasreen
Begum.

I, Sanya W/o Gourav Goyal
R/o 20, Additional Mandi, Sirsa
(Haryana) have changed my
name from Sanya to Sanya
Goyal. That in future my name is
to be called as Sanya Goyal

I, Saroj W/o Suresh Kumar
R/o 20 SCF, 2nd Additional Mandi,
Sirsa (Haryana) have changed my
name from Saroj to Saroj Gupta.
That in future my name is to be
called as Saroj Gupta.

I, Reena W/o Dalwara Singh
R/o Village Rurka, Sub-Tehsil
Ghanaur, Tehsil Rajpura, Distt.
Patiala (Punjab) have changed
my name from Reena to Reena
Kaur.

I, Sumit S/o Sh. Ramdhari
R/o Village Baroda Thuthan,
Gohana, Distt. Sonipat, Haryana
declare that previously my son
was known as GAURAV @
GORO and now | have changed
his name from GAURAV @
GORO to GAURAV. In future my
son may be known as GAURAV
for all purposes. Now | want to
correct/rectify my son's name as
GAURAV instead of GAURAV @
GORO in his Aadhar Card and
other documents.

1, No 1060682W, Swr Jagdev
Singh Dul (Retd), resident of
VPO- Padha, Teh- Assandh, Distt-
Karnal (Haryana)- 132036 have
changed my name from JAGDEV
SINGH DUL to JAGDEV SINGH
vide Affidavit dated 22 Jul 26.

It is for general information
that I, Davander son of Satbir
Singh residing at Village Hartari,
PO Dahar, Tehsil and District
Panipat Haryana-132145 declare
that name of my daughter has
been wrongly written as Bhavna in
my minor daughter Bhavana aged
16 years in her 10th class
educational Certificate. The actual
name of my daughter is Bhavana
respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

I, hitherto Known as
Jaskomalpreet Kaur Takkar wife
of Sarabjit Singh residing at 3951,
Patel Nagar, Jandiala Guru
District Amritsar Punjab-143115
have changed my name and Shall
hereafter be known as Jaspreet
Kaur.

I, hitherto Known as
Jasmeet Kaur wife of Parminder
Singh residing at H.No.66, Near
University, Preet Vihar,
Chhheharta Road, Rayon & Silk
Mills, Amritsar, Punjab-143104
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Jasmeet
Kaur Brahm.

I, hitherto Known as Sourav
son of Hira Lal residing at
H.No0.2359/12, Gali No.4, Kishan
Kot, Islamabad, District Amritsar
Punjab-143001 have changed my
name and Shall hereafter be
known as Sourav Verma

I, hitherto Known as Ragini
Kapoor wife of Jayesh Goyal
residing at H.N0.190-191, Street
No.7 B, Sahibjada Jujhar Singh
Avenue, Ajnala Road, Amritsar
Punjab-143001 have changed my
name and Shall hereafter be
known as Ragini Goyal

I hitherto known as Loviesh
son of Laxman Parshad residing
at 2574/18, Gali No 1, Mahabir
Mandir, Putlighar, District Amritsar
Punjab-143001 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Lavish Sharma

I, hitherto Known as Shalni
Daughter of Ranvir Singh residing
at Village Chauhra, PO: Degham,
Tehsil  Garhshankar  District.
Hoshiarpur, Punjab, Pin -144527
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Shalni
Kaur. | have changed my name
only, not my religion.

It is for general information
that 1, Micky Manhotra son of
Surinder Kumar residing at Village
Chuhan Post Office Gharota,
Distt. Pathankot, Punjab-143533
declare that the name of my
mother has been wrongly written
as Punita in my CBSE Class 12th
Educational Documents. The
actual name of my my mother is
Punita Devi. which may be
amended accordingly.

I, hitherto Known as Vidya
Devi Daughter of Babu Ram
residing at Village and Post Office
Baknaur Tehsil and District
Pathankot, Punjab, Pin-143534
Punjab have changed my name
and Shall hereafter be known as
Bindu Salaria.

I hitherto known as Babbi
W/o Satnam Singh residing at
H.No. 126, Near Gurdwara Baba
Budha Ji, Dakoha, Jalandhar,
Punjab-144023, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Jagjit Kaur. | have
changed only my name, not my
religion.

I, hitherto known as Tilea
D/o Ganga Ram residing at Ward
No. 6, Bhim Nagar, Post Office
Purhiran, Purhiran, District
Hoshiarpur, Punjab-146111 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Sanjna.

I hitherto known as Buhania
D/o Ganga Ram residing at Bhim
Nagar, Ward No. 6, Post Office
Purhiran, Purhiran, District
Hoshiarpur, Punjab-146111 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Bhumi.

I, Satinder Kaur W/o
Kashmir Singh R/o Village Bodh,
Gilwali, PO Gilwali, District

Amritsar have changed my name
from Satinder Kaur to Jaswinder
Kaur

I, Veena Kumari mother of
No 13774989H Hav Baaz Singh
Unit of 11 Jak Rif C/o 56 Apo that
in my son’s army service record
my name has been wrongly
entered as Veena Kumari but my
correct name is Beena Kumari
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB74494648782118Y
Dt.28.07.2026 before Executive
Magistrate Amritsar

I, Samsher Singh father of
No 13782952W Nk Manoj Kumar
Unit of 11 Jak Rif C/o 56 Apo that
in my son’s army service record
my name has been wrongly
entered as Samsher Singh but my
correct name is Shamsher Singh
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB74496048833509Y
Dt.08.07.2026 before Executive
Magistrate Amritsar

I, Anjna Devi mother of No
13782952W Nk Manoj Kumar Unit
of 11 Jak Rif C/o 56 Apo that in my
son’s army service record my
name has been wrongly entered
as Anjna Devi but my correct
name is Anjana Devi Vide affidavit
No.IN-PB74496390615520Y
Dt.28.07.2026 before Executive
Magistrate Amritsar

I, Ashok Mahlotra S/o
Dwarka Das R/o H.No.5, Gali
No.4, Rishi Vihar, Majitha Road,
Amritsar have changed my name
from Ashok Malhotra to Ashok
Kumar

I, Krishana Rani W/o
Girdhara Singh R/o Badanpur,
PO Rajla District Patiala have
changed my name from Krishana
Rani to Krishan Kaur

I, Akanksha Hans w/o
Ankush Gaba R/o Mandir wali gali
Beas Amritsar have changed my
surname from Akanksha Hans To
Akanksha Gaba after marriage

I, Raghuvir Singh S/o
Gurnam Singh R/o Adda
Chabhal, Chabhal Kalan, Tehsil
and District Tarn Taran have
declare that Raghuvir is my Given
name and Singh is my Surname

I, Rajni Bala Thakur mother
of No 13781863L Nk Vinayak Vir
Thakur Unit of 11 Jak Rif C/o 56
Apo that in my son’s army service
record my name and date of birth
has been wrongly entered as
Rajni Bala Thakur 05.05.1969 but
my correct name and date of birth
is Rajni Bala 13.08.1969 Vide
affidavit No.IN-
PB74805137037241Y
Dt.28.07.2026 before Executive
Magistrate Amritsar

I, Chander Shekhar Thakur
father of No 13781863L Nk
Vinayak Vir Thakur Unit of 11 Jak
Rif C/o 56 Apo that in my son’s
army service record my name
and date of birth has been
wrongly entered as Chander
Shekhar Thakur 17.05.1964 but
my correct name and date of birth
is Chander Shekhar 17.05.1967
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB74805426155609Y
Dt.28.07.2026 before Executive
Magistrate Amritsar

I, Veer Kaur W/O Satish
Kumar R/O - H No 680,
Hargobind Avenue, Hamidpura,
Sher Shah Suri Road, Chheharta,
Amritsar 143105 have declare
that Veer is my given name and
Kaur is my Surname.

I, Ankit Gupta S/o Sh.
Naresh Gupta R/o House No.
1568, Plot No. 4, Adarsh Nagar,
Near Bansal Hospital, Main
Road, Hisar declare that | have
changed the name of my minor
son from Gravil Gupta to Gravil
Airan for all future purpose.

I, Sudesh Devi Mother of
Army No. 14949881A Rank Sep
Sunil Kumar r/o village Jindran
Kalan, PO Kalanaur, Tehsil
Kalanaur, District Rohtak,
Haryana Pin-124113, Unit 25
Mech Inf (R&SP) WH, BN, C/o 56
APO declare That my name &
DOB erroneously been recorded
as Sudesh Devi & DOB
01/01/1969 in my son service
records. Whereas my correct
name Sudesh & DOB 01/01/1961
vide affidavit No.E Stamp No. IN
PB74259069788018Y dated
27.07.2026.

| Sumit Singh Son of SARV
DAMAN Residing at House No.
239/3, Nangal Kotli, Gurdaspur,
Tehsil and District Gurdaspur,
Punjab,  PIN-143521,  have
changed my name from Sumit
Singh to Singh Sumit. In future
Singh is my surname and Sumit is
my given name. Concerned note.

I, Amarjit Singh s/o Piara
Singh R/o Vill Udhowali Kalan PO
Udhowali Khurd Tehsil Dera baba
Nanak, Distt. Gurdaspur have
changed my name from Amarjit
Singh to Amarjit Singh Udhowali.
Concerned note.

I, Davinder Singh S/o
Mangal Singh, D-301 Siddharth
Landmark, Sama Savli Road, Opp
Solitairs9, Vadodara, PO Chhani,
Distt.Vadodara, Gujarat. have
changed my name from Davinder
Singh to Davinder  Singh
Randhawa. Concerned note.

I, Raghunath Sharma s/o
Prithvi Ram R/o Indira Colony gali
No-1, Ward No-48. Tehsil &
District Pathankot (Punjab) have
changed my Name from
Raghunath Sharma to Raghunath
Kindly Note.

I, Harjit Kaur W/o Jaswinder
Singh Bhullar R/o # 421 Sector
22-A Chandigarh, have changed
my name to Harjeet Kaur Bhullar.

I, Rakesh Singh Chaudhary
S/o Kaur Singh Chaudhary R/o #
7715 Kajheri Sector 52
Chandigarh, have changed the
name of my minor son from Aarav
Singh to Aarav Singh Chaudhary.

I, Mamta Bansal \W/o Kamal
Kumar R/o H. No. 37 HUDA R-3
Cheeka Tehsil Guhla District
Kaithal Haryana 136034, have
changed my name from Mamta
Bansal to Mamta Rani.

I, Som Dutt S/o Joginder
Pal, Vill Johal, Tehsil Nangal,
(Rupnagr) have changed my
minor son name from Sourav to
Sourav Singh.

I, Santosh Devi W/o Ajmer
Singh, Vill Bhatton, Tehsil Nangal,
(Rupnagar) have changed my
minor daughter  name from
Geetanjali to Geetanjali Devi.

I Renu W/o Gurmeet R/o #
1251 Harijan Muhalla, Village-
Raipur Rani, Panchkula, Haryana
134204 that | have changed my
name from Renu to Renu
Sharma.

I, Geeta W/o Sh. Sandeep
Kumar R/o #-511, Village
Ghatiwala, Bitna Pinjore, Tehsil
Kalka District Panchkula Haryana
- 134102 | have change the name
of my minor daughter from Baby
Two of Geeta to KAJAL.

I, Sandip Gandhi S/o Sh.
Ramesh Kumar, R/o Bhagat
Singh Colony, Sirsa, Teh. & Distt.
Sirsa, have changed my name to
Sandeep Kumar.

I Sunil Gupta S/o Sh. Som
Prakash Gupta R/o House No.
273-A, Sector-8, Urban Estate,
Karnal have changed my name
from Sunil Kumar Gupta to Sunil
Gupta.

I Sam Sharma S/o Sh.
Sanjay Kumar R/o Village
Kachhwa District Karnal have
changed my minor daughter's
name from Shanaya to Shanaya
Sharma.

I, Anchal D/O Tarsame
Masih. R/O Bidhipur Dhariwal,
Distt- Gurdaspur, Punjab, India.
Have Changed My Name From
Anchal To Anchal Gill. My Given
Name As Anchal And My
Surname As Gill.

I, Ritak S/O Ram Murti. R/O
Hardo Bathwala Near Mini Shelor,
Gurdaspur. Tehsil/Distt-
Gurdaspur, Punjab, India. Have
Changed My Name From Ritak To
Ritak Badhan. My Given Name As
Ritak And My Surname As
Badhan.

I, Service No0.5252809F
Rank Hav Sujit Rana Magar. R/O
39 GT.C. S/O G.T.C. E Compeny,
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh -221 002,
India. Declare That In My Army
Records My Wife Name Nitu
Rana Magar Is Wrong. But My
Wife Name Nitu Thapa Rana
Magar Is Correct. Vide Affidavit
No. IN-PB 74670347667301Y,
Dated 28-07-2026, Before Notary
Public Gurdaspur, Punjab.

I, BRINDAWAN TIWARI
father of No. 15779032A Rank
THM Name GANESH KUMAR
TIWARI presently residing at Vill
- Narphora, PO - Bilari, Dist -
Azamgarh, State — Uttar Pradesh,
PIN - 223221, have changed my
name from BRINDAWAN TIWARI
to VINDRA TIWARI vide Affidavit
No. IN-PB74526308668501Y
Dated 28-07-2026 before Notary
Public Pathankot (PB).

I, Rehnuma W/o Sh. Kulbir
Singh R/o Village Khokhri PO
Nirjan Tehsil and District Jind,
Haryana have Changed my name
from Rehnuma to Renuka.

I, Sukhdayal Singh S/O
Kulbir Singh R/O Village Billi
Chuharmi Tehsil Shahkot Distt
Jalandhar Have Changed My
Name From Sukhdayal Singh To
Sukhdayal As Given Name And
Singh As Surname.

I, Sohrai Bhagat father of
Army No.14934730K Rank Hav
Name Shivdayal Bhagat r/o
village Tan, PO Jingi, Tehsil and
District Lohardaga state
Jharkhand, Pin code 835213,
India Unit 25 Mech, Inf (R&SP)
(WH) BN C/o 56 APO have
changed my name from Sohrai
Bhagat to Soharai Oraon & DOB
01-07-1953 to 01-01-1952 due to
wrong name record in Army
service record of my son vide
affidavit No. IN-
PB74752390193790Y dated 28
July 2026.

| Buthni Debee mother of
Army No.14934730K Rank Hav
Name Shivdayal Bhagat r/o
village Tan, PO Jingi, Tehsil and
District Lohardaga state
Jharkhand, Pin code 835213,
India Unit 25 Mech, Inf (R&SP)
(WH) BN C/o 56 APO have
changed my name from Buthni
Debee to Budhni Oraine & DOB
01-07-1961 to 01-01-1968 due to
wrong name record in Army
service record of my son vide
affidavit o. . IN-
PB74753611786100Y dated 28
July 2026

I, Ashtha Negi W/o Ranbir
Singh R/o H.No. 302, Gali No 7,
Avtar Nagar, Jalandhar, Punjab
have changed my name from
Ashtha Negi to Astha Negi.

I, Raj Kumari W/o Krishan
Gopal R/o H.No. 53, Army
Enclave, Phase-1, Vill. Dhina,
Jalandhar Cantt, Jalandhar have
changed my name read as Given
name Raj and Surname as
Kumari.

I, Manpreet Singh S/o
Nirmal Singh R/o H.No. 347,
Joginder Nagar, Rama Mandi,
PAP Lines, Jalandhar have
changed my name from Manpreet
Singh to Manpreet Singh
Hanzran.

I, Prem Pal S/o Mulkh Raj
R/o H.No. 23, Sidh Mohalla,
Backside Sodal Mandir, Jalandhar
have changed my minor daughter
name from Sidak to Sidak Bawa.
(Surname as Bawa)

I, Prem Pal S/o Mulkh Raj
R/o H.No. 23, Sidh Mohalla,
Backside Sodal Mandir, Jalandhar
have changed my minor daughter
name from Disha to Disha Bawa.
(Surname as Bawa)

I, Jagjit Singh S/o Surinder
Singh R/o Vill. Sunranwala, PO.
Sandhu Chatha, Distt. Kapurthala,
Punjab have changed my name
from Jagjit Singh to Singh Jagjit
(Surname as Singh)

I, Harpreet Singh S/o
Narinder Singh R/o VPO. Dialpur,
District Kapurthala, Punjab, have
changed my name from Harpreet
Signh to Harpreet Singh Jandu.

I, Tarmanjot Kaur D/o
Harbhajan Singh R/o VPO.
Chahal Kalan, Tehsil Banga, Distt.
SBS Nagar (PB) have changed
my name to Tarmanjot Kaur Gill.

| Parmjit Kaur W/O Balvir
Singh Buttar R/O Vpo. Sidhwan
Bet Tehsil Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana
Have Changed My Name To
Parmijit Kaur Buttar.

I Ridhima W/O Hunny Goyal
R/O Ward No.2 Gali Durga Puri
Dharamkot Distt. Moga Have
Changed My Name From Ridhima
To Ridhima Demra.

| Dharminder Dass
Dadwane S/O Jagdish Dass R/O
Ward No.5 Ajit Nagar Moga Distt.
Moga Have Changed My Name
To Dharminder Dass.

I Manjit Kaur Alias Manjit
Rani W/O Jagdish Dass R/O
Ward No.5 Ajit Nagar Near Janta
Model School Basti Gobindgarh
Moga Distt. Moga Have Changed
My Name To Manjeet Rani.

| Malkeet Kaur Sidhu W/O
Gurmail Singh R/O Vpo. Kotha
Guru Distt. Bathinda Have
Changed My Name To Malkeet
Kaur.

| Harpreet Kaur W/O Balvir
Singh R/O Vpo. Lakha Tehsil
Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana Declare
That My Given Name As Harpreet
And Surname As Kaur.

I, Priya D/O Ram Lal R/O
Vilage Chak Mander, P.O.
Kultham, Tehsil Banga, District
SBS Nagar -144501 Punjab Have
Changed My Name From Priya To
Priya Basra.

| Amandeep S/o Raj Kumar
R/o Village Ganna Pind, PO
Haripur Khalsa, Tehsil Phillaur
Distt Jalandhar Punjab, India
144410 Have changed my name
To Amandeep kumar. My Givan
name is Amandeep & Surname is
Kumar.

I, Balvinder Kaur wife of
S.No. 615699 (IAF) Ex-Sgt.
Gurmit Singh Sandhu, R/o B-2-
1986, W.No0.34, Street Shiv
Mandir, Shivpuri, Distt. Ludhiana,
Punjab-141008 have changed my
name from Balvinder Kaur to
Balvinder Kaur Sandhu. All
considered please note.

I, Udik Ram S/o Banarsi
Dass R/o Vill: Ramnagar Teh-
Balachaur Distt. SBS Nagar Pb,
have changed my minor son
name from Rahul to Rahul
Sangra.

I, Jaskaran S/o Satnam Ram
R/o Vill: Thana Teh-Garhshankar
Distt. Hoshiarpur have changed
my name from Jaskaran to
Jaskaran Singh. my name
Jaskaran Singh given name and
Singh treated as surname.

I, Pankaj Mann S/o Rajinder
Mann R/o 2048, New Sunny
Enclave, Kharar, Distt. SAS Nagar
(Mohali) have changed my name
to Pankash Mann.

I, Kiran Bala W/o Ashok
Kumar R/o Amloh Road, Christian
Colony, Khanna (Ludhiana) have
changed my name to Kiran.

I, Manpreet Kaur W/o
Gurpreet Singh R/o Vill: Abul
Khurana Teh-Malout Distt. Sri
Muktsar Sahib have changed my
name from Simarjeet Kaur to
Manpreet Kaur. Please Note.

| Paramjit Kaur Wife of No
1583597H L/NK Surinder Singh
Resident of VPO: Hakumatpur,
Teh :Garhshankar, Distt:
Hoshiarpur (Pb) have changed
my name from Paramijit Kaur to
Parmijit Kaur.

I No 3982071K Ex NK (Ts)
Sadhu Singh son of Parkash
Singh Resident of VPO: Baghpur,
Teh & Distt: Hoshiarpur (Pb) have
changed the name of my
daughter from Raj to Rajvinder
Kaur.

I No 4468591X Ex Nk (Ts)
Surinder Singh Son of Amar Singh
Resident of VPO: Kandhali
Narangpur, Teh :Dasuya, Distt:
Hoshiarpur (Pb) have changed
the name of my daughter from Sia
Devi to Siya.
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Aam Aadmi Clinic Staff, PSPCL Unions
Call Off Strike After Govt Assurances

MONIKA MALIK B Chandigarh

Public healthcare services
and power sector
operations across Punjab set
to return to normal on
Tuesday after the State
Government successfully
persuaded the contractual
staff of Aam Aadmi Clinics
(AACs) and 16 unions of the
Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited (PSPCL)
to withdraw their strikes
following marathon
negotiations and key policy
assurances.

Announcing the
breakthrough, Finance
Minister  Harpal Singh

Cheema, who heads the
Cabinet Sub-Committee on
Employee Issues and
Demands, on Tuesday said
that the government had
resolved major concerns
through sustained dialogue,
resulting in the restoration
of essential public services.
He said that all Aam Aadmi
Clinics across the state had
resumed functioning, while
PSPCL unions had also
returned to work after
accepting the government's
proposals.

Cheema said that the
deadlock with the
contractual employees of
Aam Aadmi Clinics was

resolved after a meeting
between representatives of
the AAC unions and the
Managing Director of the
National Health Mission
(NHM). He said the
government accepted the
employees' primary
demand to consider their
service experience while
filling regular posts, while
other administrative issues

are under active
consideration.
Stressing the

government’s commitment
to dialogue, Cheema said
that the state would
continue addressing the
genuine and reasonable
concerns of employees
through discussions rather
than confrontation. He
added that the Cabinet Sub-
Committee  had been
continuously engaging with
various employee unions
over the past several days to
resolve pending issues.

The Finance Minister said
that the agreement with
PSPCL employees followed
intensive late-night
deliberations with Power
Minister Tarunpreet Singh
Sond and the PSPCL
chairman-cum-managing
director, followed by a five-
hour marathon meeting at
the utility's Patiala
headquarters.

CM Saini Announces 60
Transformative Initiatives for MSMEs
and Exports to Mark Haryana@60

PNS B Chandigarh

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini on Tuesday
announced 60 transformative initiatives for the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector and export promotion
as part of the state's celebrations marking Haryana@60. The
initiatives are aimed at strengthening industrial growth,

enhancing global

competitiveness and creating new

employment opportunities across the state.

A spokesperson said that Haryana has placed MSMEs at the
centre of its growth strategy, recognising them as the key
drivers of investment, innovation, employment and exports.

As Haryana celebrates 60 years of its development journey,
the Government has dedicated 60 transformative initiatives to
strengthen the ecosystem of over 14 lakh MSMEs across the
State. The policy targets over Rs 55,000 crore in manufacturing
investments, creation of more than five lakh new jobs, and
doubling Haryana's exports over the next five years, positioning
Haryana among India's most competitive destinations for
manufacturing, entrepreneurship and global business.

The spokesperson said that the policy's 60 transformative
initiatives are anchored around six strategic pillars, finance,
infrastructure, technology, exports, sustainability and skills,
creating a holistic framework to support MSMEs at every stage
of their growth. Designed to benefit enterprises across all
geographies of Haryana, it provides targeted support to both

traditional and high-growth thrust sectors,

including

automotive and auto components, electric vehicles, aerospace
and defence, general engineering, metal products and steel
fabrication, electricals, electronics and scientific instruments,
pharmaceuticals and medical devices, rubber and plastics
(including toys and sports goods), footwear and leather
products, renewable energy, circular economy and green
industries, textiles and apparel, and agri-based, food

processing and allied industries.

Recognising Haryana's strong agrarian foundation and the
pivotal role of farmers in the State's economic growth, the
Government has also notified a dedicated policy, the Haryana
Agri-Business and Food Processing Policy 2026, to complement

the MSME policy framework.

According to Cheema, all
16  participating unions
agreed to restore normal

functioning  after  the
government decided to
constitute a dedicated
Finance Department

committee to examine the
financial implications of
their demands. The
committee has been tasked
with submitting its final
report by August 15.

The unions that joined the
consensus included
Technical Services Union
PSEB, PSEB Employees
Federation (AITUC),
Ministerial Services Union
PSEB, Association of Junior
Engineers, PSEB Employees
Federation (Bhardwaj),
Thermal Employees
Coordination Committee,
PSEB Karamchari Dal Punjab,
Employees Federation PSEB,
Punjab Raj Bijli Mazdoor
Sangh  (BMS), Workers
Federation INTUC
PSPCL/PSTCL, Employee
Federation PSPCL/PSTCL
(Pehalwan and Chahal
groups), ITI Association, Grid
Sub-Station Employees
Union Punjab, Powercom
and Transco Pensioners
Union (AITUC), Pensioners
Welfare Federation Punjab
and Mulazam United
Organisation, among others.

Cheema said that

progress had also been
made in resolving the
grievances of sanitation and
sewerage workers. He said
that several unions had
withdrawn their protest
calls after discussions with
him and Local Government
Minister Harjot Singh Bains,
while Cabinet Minister Lal
Chand Kataruchak was also
engaged in talks with
sanitation workers'
representatives to ensure an
early resolution.

The Finance Minister
further announced that the
Punjab Government has
submitted an ordinance to
the Governor proposing the
transition of outsourced
employees into contractual
positions. He said that the
move is aimed at
strengthening job security
and improving service
conditions for thousands of
workers.

With healthcare services
restored at all Aam Aadmi

Clinics and normal
operations resuming in the
power sector, Cheema
reiterated that the
Bhagwant Mann
government remains

committed to safeguarding
employee welfare while

ensuring uninterrupted
public  services across
Punjab.

Haryana Cabinet approves housing, EV & governance reforms

PNS B Chandigarh

The Haryana Cabinet on
Tuesday approved a series

of decisions aimed at
promoting affordable
housing, boosting
industries, improving
governance, strengthening
welfare measures and
encouraging electric
mobility.

In a major relief for
beneficiaries of the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban
2.0, the Cabinet, chaired by
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini, approved a sharp
reduction in stamp duty and
registration charges for
Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) beneficiaries
purchasing eligible
dwelling units of up to 60
square metres.

Under the decision,
eligible beneficiaries will
pay only Rs 500 as stamp
duty and Rs 500 as
registration fee per
conveyance deed. The move
aims to reduce the
transaction  cost and
financial burden on EWS
beneficiaries, thereby
promoting the objective of

"Housing for All" under
PMAY-U 2.0.
The cabinet also

approved a proposal of
moving a Bill for the
establishment of a private
university, namely Kusum
International  University,

Rewari, by way of an
amendment to the Haryana
Private Universities Act,
2006. This Act may be called
the Haryana Private
Universities (Amendment)
Act, 2026.
CABINET APPROVES DRAFT OF
LOCAL AUDIT BILL, 2026

The Cabinet approved the
draft Haryana Local Audit
Bill, 2026. The proposed Bill
seeks to establish an
effective and efficient audit

framework for all local
authorities and other
authorities, bodies,

institutions and funds in the
State, besides providing for
matters connected
therewith or incidental
thereto.  The cabinet
approved the proposal
regarding granting of
compensation to the legal
heir(s)/next of kin of persons
who die in police custody.
The compensation will be
provided as per the existing
jail policy.

APPROVES EXPANDS 20%

Punjab Congress’ Power Struggle
Shows No Signs of Ending

MONIKA MALIK ® Chandigarh

The bitter infighting and
leadership battle in the
Punjab Congress has refused
to die down, with the
widening divide between
the camps led by Punjab
congress president
Amarinder  Singh  Raja
Warring and former Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi along with former
Deputy  Chief  Minister
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa
emerging in full public view.
The latest developments
have made it evident that
the power struggle has
entered a decisive phase,
with the Channi-Randhawa
faction increasingly
distancing itself not only
from Warring but also
appearing unwilling to fall in
line with the party high
command. The latest show
of defiance, marked by the
boycott of the Congress
protest outside Parliament,

delegation visit to the
National SC panel, and
parallel political

mobilisation in Punjab, has
once again exposed the
deepening cracks within the
state unit ahead of the
crucial Assembly elections.

The organisational fallout
of the factional war is also
becoming increasingly
visible. Nearly a month after
the Congress constituted
election-related
committees, not a single
meeting has been held
because of the continuing
deadlock between the two
camps. The impasse is
expected to deepen further
as Congress in-charge
Bhupesh Baghel has
announced a series of
meetings across Malwa,
Majha, and Doaba in
coordination with district
presidents. However, the
dissenting camp is expected
to boycott the meetings,
with several district
presidents also reportedly
opposed to  Warring's
leadership, threatening to
further derail the party's
election preparations.

The growing discord
became evident when
Punjab Congress MPs staged
a protest outside Parliament
over the alleged lathi-charge
on sanitation workers in
Barnala and the paper leak
issue in Punjab. While
Punjab Congress president
and Ludhiana MP Warring,
along with MPs Dr Amar
Singh, Gurjeet Auijla, and

Sher Singh Ghubaya,
participated in the
demonstration, Jalandhar

MP and former Chief Minister
Channi and Gurdaspur MP
Randhawa stayed away
despite being present in
Delhi. MP Dr Dharamvira
Gandhi also kept away from
the protest, making the
absence of senior leaders
even more significant.

In fact, Channi and
Randhawa also remained
absent on Tuesday when the

Punjab  Congress  MPs
delegation, led by Warring,
met the National

Commission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) chairman to
submit a memorandum
seeking its immediate
intervention into the brutal
police excesses against
sanitation workers
belonging to the SC
community during a protest
in Barnala.

The development came
close on the heels of a tense
meeting in Delhi past week,
attended by Congress
general secretary KC
Venugopal, where efforts to
bridge differences
reportedly failed. During the
meeting, Venugopal said to
have strongly reprimanded
the Channi-Randhawa camp,

Paper Leak Politics Intensifies in Punjab as Mann
Holds Ground, Opposition Demands Accountability

PNS B Chandigarh

The alleged paper leak
controversy has entered a
sharper political phase in
Punjab, with Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann mounting an
aggressive defence of his
government's recruitment
record while the Opposition
parties intensified its attack
by invoking AAP's own
campaign against the NEET
paper leak that culminated in
the resignation of the Union
Education Minister. As Mann
insisted that not a single
examination paper has
leaked during his four-and-a-
half-year tenure and
described the recent
Pharmacy Officers
recruitment examination as
an isolated incident of high-
tech cheating, the SAD and

Congress are demanding
resignations, court-
monitored investigations,

and accountability, alleging
that the government is
attempting to downplay a
much larger recruitment
scandal.

The controversy has now
shifted beyond allegations
over a single recruitment
examination. With the ruling
AAP and the Opposition
locked in a battle over
credibility, rival parties are

questioning  what they
described as the
government's “double

standards” on paper leaks.
They are citing AAP leaders'

earlier stand that Ministers
must accept responsibility
whenever examination leaks
OCCUr.

The Opposition has also
widened its attack by alleging
at least six major paper leaks
during the Mann
Government's tenure and
citing alleged irregularities in
the Senior Assistants, Punjab
State Rural Livelihood Mission,
and Excise Inspector
recruitment processes,
besides pointing to the 2023
Punjab State Teacher
Eligibility Test (PSTET) episode
and the recent Pharmacy
Officers examination.

From protests and planned
state-wide agitations to
demands for High Court- or
CBI-monitored probes, the
issue has emerged as one of
the biggest political
flashpoints confronting the
Mann government ahead of
the ensuing state assembly
polls.

MANN DEFENDS GOVT, REJECTS
PAPER LEAK CHARGE

Seeking to blunt the
Opposition's offensive, Mann
asserted that Punjab had not
witnessed a single
examination paper leak
during his government's four-
and-a-half-year tenure.
Speaking during his visit to
Parliament after meeting Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav and other MPs,
he accused the BJP, Congress,
and SAD of defaming Punjab
and its youth for political

gains.

Highlighting what he called
a transparent recruitment
system, the Chief Minister said
his government had provided
nearly 69,000 government
jobs purely on merit, without
recommendations or bribery.
"No Cash, No Farmaish, only
merit," he said, claiming
corruption in public
recruitment had become a
thing of the past.

On the Pharmacy Officers
recruitment examination,
Mann maintained that the
incident was a case of
organised cheating — not a

paper leak. “Within 15
minutes of the examination
beginning, authorities
detected a candidate

allegedly using a Bluetooth-
enabled pen to scan the
question paper and receive
answers through an earpiece
from handlers outside the
examination centre. Punjab
Police immediately arrested
10 candidates and an 11-
member outside gang,
ensuring the examination
concluded successfully,” he
said.

Rejecting demands for
Education Minister Harjot
Singh Bains' resignation,
Mann clarified that the
examination was conducted
under the Health Department
and that the Health Minister
had already ruled out any
paper leak. Reiterating that
“paper leaks cannot happen
in Punjab”, he said Opposition
parties should fight him

politically instead of
tarnishing the image of
hardworking Punjabis. He
also claimed that SAD had lost
its relevance in the state and
asked the BJP to “look after

Jantar  Mantar”  before
targeting Punjab.
OPPOSITION INTENSIFIES
PRESSURE, SEEKS
ACCOUNTABILITY

The Opposition, however,
dismissed the government's
explanation and sharpened
its attack with fresh
allegations, documentary
claims and street protests.

Senior SAD leader Bikram
Singh Maijithia alleged that
there had been six major
paper leaks during the AAP
government's tenure and
demanded a High Court-
monitored probe into all
examination-related
controversies. Besides
questioning the Pharmacy
Officers recruitment
examination, he alleged
manipulation in the Senior
Assistants recruitment
process, irregular allocation
of interview marks in the
Punjab State Rural Livelihood
Mission recruitment, and
large-scale irregularities in
the Excise Inspector
recruitment examination. He
also cited Chief Minister
Mann's own 2023 social
media post on the Punjab
State Teacher Eligibility Test
(PSTET), claiming that it
contradicted the
government's assertion that
no paper leak had occurred

during its tenure. Majithia
demanded the resignations
of Chief Minister Mann,
Education Minister Bains, and
Health Minister Dr Balbir

Singh.

The Congress too
intensified its agitation.
Punjab  Youth Congress

workers led by state president
Shubham Sharma Shubhi
broke police barricades
during a protest outside
Education Minister Harjot
Singh Bains' residence in
Rupnagar, staged a sit-in and
smeared black paint on the
Minister's nameplate while
demanding his resignation.
The organisation warned of a
statewide agitation, including
a gherao of the minister's
Chandigarh office and district-
level protests if he failed to
resign within five days.

Punjab Congress president
and MP Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring alleged that six paper
leaks had taken place under
the Mann Government and
questioned who would take
responsibility for the future of
over five lakh students.
Meanwhile, former Chief
Minister and MP Charanjit
Singh Channi announced he
would join the Congress
dharna outside Baba Farid
University of Health Sciences
in Faridkot on July 29, with the
party demanding an impartial
investigation, strict action
against those responsible and
complete transparency in
future recruitment
examinations.

but Channi reportedly
responded bluntly, leading
to a heated exchange. The
confrontation reportedly
ended with Venugopal
leaving the meeting
midway, followed by Channi,
signalling that the
leadership crisis remains
unresolved.

Even as Warring led the
party's protest in Delhi, the
Channi-Randhawa  camp
intensified its independent
political activity. Senior
leaders aligned with the
faction, including Channi,
Randhawa, Rana Gurjeet
Singh, Bharat Bhushan Ashu,
and others, gathered at the
residence of Gurdaspur MLA
Barindermeet Singh Pahra
on late Sunday evening to
discuss election strategy,
indicating that the group has
already begun preparing

independently for the
Assembly polls.

The faction further
underlined its political

messaging by releasing a
video reel carrying a Punjabi
song with strong symbolic
undertones. The lyrics
projected the group's unity,
loyalty and determination
while sending an
unmistakable message that
it would neither
compromise nor accept
pressure from either the
party high command or the
rival camp.

The group's recent public

appearances have also
fuelled speculation over its
political ambitions.
Addressing sanitation

workers during a protest in
Barnala, Channi projected
himself as a potential chief
ministerial face, asserting
that the present government
had only a limited time left
and declaring that if “God
gives him power”, those
responsible would be held
accountable. The remarks
have reinforced perceptions
that Channi is positioning
himself as a contender for
the party's top leadership in
Punjab.

HORIZONTAL  RESERVATION
FOR EX-AGNIVEERS ACROSS
KEY UNIFORMED SERVICES
The Cabinet approved the
20 percent horizontal
reservation for Ex-Agniveers
who are domiciles of the
State of Haryana in direct
recruitment to the posts of
Fire operator-cum-driver in
the Fire Services
Department, Wildlife Guard
in the Environment, Forest
and Wildlife Department,
Constable in the Indian
Reserve Battalion (IRB) and
the State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) under the
Home Department. The
Haryana Government had
earlier provided 20 percent
horizontal reservation to Ex-
Agniveers in certain Group
'C' posts, including Forest
Guard (Environment, Forest
and Wildlife Department),
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PAPER LEAK MENACE TO END WITH STRONGER LAW, SAYS CM

SAINI

Modi and the BJP.

2026

contribution of schools

dawareness.

Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini on
Tuesday said that the menace of examination paper leaks
would be effectively tackled through a stronger legal
framework, while accusing the Congress and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) of misleading the country's youth and
compromising their future. He alleged that the Congress
had compromised the future of the youth, and the same
was done by the Aam Aadmi Party in Delhi and Punjab. He
said the Government of India has treated the issue of
paper leaks with utmost seriousness. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi not only enacted a law in 2024 to curb
paper leaks but is now working to make it even more
stringent so that such incidents can be effectively
prevented in the future. Addressing a press conference
after the Cabinet meeting, the Chief Minister said the
opposition has no agenda except opposing Prime Minister

GURU RAVIDAS’S 650TH PRAKASH PARV TO BE CELEBRATED
ACROSS HARYANA IN 2027 WITH GRANDEUR: HARYANA CM
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini On
Tuesday said that the 650th Prakash Parv of Sant
Shiromani Guru Ravidas will be celebrated across the state
in 2027 with great devotion, dignity and public
participation. To ensure the successful organisation of the
year-long celebrations, the state government will
constitute a high-level committee to prepare and oversee
the event roadmap, he said. Addressing the media
persons, he said a Haryana delegation will participate in
the special religious and spiritual programmes to be held
in Varanasi on July 29. He informed that, on this historic
occasion, a ceremonial Kalash containing the sacred soil
from the birthplace of Guru Ravidas will be formally
handed over to the Haryana delegation. The Chief Minister
further said that the delegation will return with the sacred
Kalash and reach Sirhaul Border in Gurugram on the
evening of July 30, where it will be accorded a grand
welcome by senior BJP leaders. Thereafter, the Kalash will
be placed at Shri Sheetla Mata Temple, Gurugram.
CHANDIGARH CHIEF SECRETARY INAUGURATES PAUDH MELA

Chandigarh: UT Chief Secretary H Rajesh Prasad on
Tuesday inaugurated Paudh Mela 2026 at the Lake Club
Parking Area. The Paudh Mela witnessed enthusiastic
participation from various government departments,
educational institutions and community organizations.
Stalls set up by the Forest Department, the Horticulture
Wing of the Engineering Department and the Municipal
Corporation offered a wide variety of saplings for sale,
making them easily accessible to citizens while promoting
tree plantation and environmental awareness. On the
occasion, the Chief Secretary presented awards to Eco-
Clubs and Eco-Societies in recognition of the outstanding

institutions towards environmental conservation and

RAINS IN MANY PLACES IN PUNJAB, HARYANA

CHANDIGARH: Rains lashed many places in Punjab and
Haryana on Tuesday, bringing relief from the ongoing hot
weather in the two states. This triggered waterlogging at
many places, especially low lying areas, causing traffic
snarls. In Punjab, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar received
15.2 mm of rainfall, while Bathinda received 14.5 mm,
according to a report of the Met department.

NEWLY ESTABLISHED CBSE SCHOOLS TO RANK AMONG FINEST
INSTITUTIONS WITHIN FIVE YEARS: HIMACHAL CM

Shimla: Himachal Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
on Tuesday said that the newly established CBSE Schools
would emerge as the best educational institutions in the
state in the next five years. While presiding over the
foundation day function of Bishop Cotton School, he said
that the state government was committed to provide
equal opportunities for every child. As part of this vision,
English-medium education has been started from Class  in
government schools and 156 government schools have
been affiliated with the CBSE, yielding encouraging results
and leading to an increase in enrolment of more than
24000 students. Sukhu said that Himachal Pradesh is best
suited for education as the state is student friendly and
education friendly. He said that Bishop Cotton School is
not merely an educational institution but a living tradition
of excellence, leadership, discipline and character-
building. It has nurtured generations of young minds and
has remained a beacon of quality education, he added. He
also flagged off Mountaineering Expedition-2026 of the
School students in Leh and Ladakh from 28th July to 8th
August to Mt.Yalung Nong 6090M.

Warder (Prisons
Department) and Mining
Guard (Group 'D') (Mines and
Geology Department).
HARYANA GRANTS FULL TAX
EXEMPTION ON ELECTRIC
VEHICLES UP TO RS. 30 LAKH
In @ major boost to clean
and sustainable
transportation, the Cabinet
has approved 100 percent
exemption in Motor Vehicle
Tax at the time of
registration of new pure
electric/battery-operated

two-wheelers, three-
wheelers (autos/e-
rickshaws)  and four-

wheelers having an ex-
showroom price of up to Rs.
30 lakh, purchased and
registered in the State.
Besides this, vehicles costing
above Rs. 30 lakhs will be
eligible for Tax Exemption of
50 percent.

and higher educational

AAP’s Lone Punjab Rajya Sabha MP Returns
Security, Seechewal Flags Deteriorating Law & Order

MONIKA MALIK ® Chandigarh

Aam Aadmi Party’s lone Rajya
Sabha MP from Punjab, Balbir
Singh Seechewal, on Tuesday
openly expressed
disappointment with his own
party's government over the
state's law and order situation,
announcing that he is
voluntarily returning his
official security while asking
that the six police personnel
deployed with him be
reassigned for public policing.
In a strongly-worded letter to
the state Director General of
Police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav, the
noted environmentalist said
that the safety of ordinary
citizens must take precedence
over his personal security at a
time when crime is on the rise.

The development assumes
significance as Seechewal is
now the only AAP Rajya Sabha
member from Punjab after six
party MPs quit and joined the
BJP. His decision is being
viewed as a rare public
expression of dissatisfaction
by a senior AAP
parliamentarian with the
functioning of the state's police
and the Bhagwant Mann
Government on the issue of
law and order.

Seechewal, in his letter,
requested the DGP to
immediately withdraw the six
police personnel assigned to
his security and deploy three
each at Lohian Khas and
Sultanpur  Lodhi  police
stations in Jalandhar district.
He said that the areas along
the sacred Kali Bein were
witnessing an increase in

robberies and other criminal
activities, making it
imperative to strengthen
policing rather than provide
him with personal protection.

Stating that the people
need security more than he
does, Padma awardee
Seechewal  wrote  that
incidents of robbery, theft, and
drug-related crime have
become a matter of serious
concern. “If the people
themselves are not safe, it is
not appropriate that six police
personnel remain deployed
for the security of a single MP,”
he conveyed, urging the police
chief to act without delay.

The Rajya Sabha MP also
revealed that he had earlier
written to Shahkot DSP
highlighting the shortage of
police personnel at Malsian
police station.
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Superintending Engineer 4thCircle, HPPWD Shimla

(Name of Authority Inviting Bids)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
The Superintending Engineer Shimla Circle HPPWD Shimla on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the percentage rate/item rate bids, in
electronic tendering system, for construction of road under National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development for following works including their
maintenance for five years from the eligible and approved contractors registered with HPPWD and HP Jal Shakti Vibhag (Contractors of HP Jal Shakti
Vibhag are eligible to participate for the works having amount put to tender above Rs. 100 Lacs). Non registered contractors may submit the bids,
however successful bidder has to register in appropriate class with appropriate authority in HPPWD.

District| RIDF | Name of [ Estimated Cost | TotalCost| Starting | Form | Deadlinefor [ Period |  Bid
the work (Rs. Lakh) without (Rs. Lakh) date for Cost submission | of Com | Security
GST download of bid pletion | (Rs. Lakh)
Constru | Mainte ding bid
ction nance
(1) 2) 3) ) (5 (6) @) ®) 9 (10 (11)
Shimla | RIDFXXXI| Upgradation and 1174.68 83.31 1257.99 | 31-07-2026 | 20000/- | 17-08-2026 540 25.16
improvement of Road days
Batewari Kanchi to
Deothi Alidhar road from|
km. 0/00 to 11/970).

The bidders are advised to not other details of tenders from the departmental website www.hptender.gov.in
The Superintending Engineer reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/application or all tenders without assigning any reason.

RO NO. 2224/2026-2027 Dt. 28-07-2026
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wige U g faafert use &: 71 3 80 39 fAgst T & I 2000
TIW geTr J T Budy oz Jfenr 7 fEFT—FclJ"ﬁ Intelligence Bureau 6
T B Institutional Site (Office cum Residential)?—%‘%’mmw
Urrg a8 fugenie wiae, 1922 & UraT 43 »itls AU 796 JEHITE: 4
figt 21-04-2026 It SHST <137 faper J| fom 3 < Y=redit HIad =B
U39 & H SHA -THA-2026/60433 fHt 27-07-2026 It et aret I fem
yefga &fer It uefse § gfes i3 A J 4 A9d edAe/Adad © €3
oS 3 e fezgm/msm™i I 31 89 for dfer © yafias I @ 1t 3 30
fost & »igd-»ied ©E3d #dId HUG AT, gdea fey fousdt gu feg =
IR T | foauras A 3 gme Y3 32 fezarm 3 3t & argerdt &t oigt
atl
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3185/12/2026-27/13717 Dated CHD :- 28/07/2026

The Pioneer does not take
responsibility for the contents
for the advertisement (Display /
Classified) carried in this
newspaper. The Paper does
not endorse the same. Readers
are requested to verify the
content on their own.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

| Gopal Chand Kashyap Son Of
Shri Balak Ram Kashyap Age 48
Residence Of Block J, Flat No 003,
Jaipuria Sunrise Greens, Vip Road,
Zirakpur That | Am No Longer
Partner In Hare Krishna Buildcon
Form 7th Day Of March 2026 And |
Am Not Responsible Of Any Money
Matters, Loan Etc. In This Firm
From The Above Said Date. Legal
And Other Consequences Etc In
Any Manner Whatsoever

Lost & Found
1,Sat Pal S/o Shri Thuru Ram R/O VPo-
Saidipur Tehs/ Dist Pathankot, do hereby
declare that my previous sale deed No.
54 Dated 03.04.2014 belonging to Sat
Pal S/O Thuru Ram. Document has
been misplaced or lost. It is for public no-
tice one of my deed and documents
Serial no -54 Dated 03/04/2014. If
anyone find please contact at given ad-
dress . FIR has been logged at PSOC
Taragarh . Pathankot with LR N:-
756735/2026 Date. 23/07/2026.

DIRECTORATE OF SMALL SAVINGS, BANKING AND LOTTERIES, PUNJAB
Draw Time: 06:30 PM ONWARDS DRAW DATE: 28/07/2026
RESULT OF PUNJAB STATE DEAR 50 BRONCO TUESDAY WEEKLY LOTTERY
MRP Rs 50/- Pe

1st Prize Amount (1) Rs. 15 Lakhs (On 4 digits with series)
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 1 Lakh + Sub Stockist Prize Rs.25 Tl Total Prize Rs. 16.25 Lakhs )

EC 0430
Cons Prize Amount (24) For Winner Rs. 1500/ (All remaining series of 1st prize winning number)
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 900/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 100/-, Total Prize Amount Rs.2,500/- Each)

0430

2nd Prize Amount (25) Rs. 9,000/- (On 4 digits)
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 900/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 100/-, Total Prize Amount Rs.10,000/- Each)
3782
3rd Prize Amount (50) Rs. 3,000/- (On 4 digits)
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 500/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 100/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 3,600/- Each )
Z095 9460
4th Prize Amount (125) Rs. 2,000/- (On 4 digits)
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 200/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs.50/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 2,250/- Each)
1180 2577 4632 6236 9805
Sth Prize Amount (125) Rs. 1000/- (On 4 digits )
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 100/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 50/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 1,150/- Each)
0774 6614 6639 6961 8466
6th Prize Amount (125) Rs. 500/- (On 4 digits )
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 50/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 20/-, Total Prize Amount Rs.570/- Each)
0222 1108 1475 2311 2516
7th Prize Amount (17,500) Rs. 100/- (On 4 digits )
(seller Prize Amount Rs. 10/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 5/-, Total Prize Amount Rs.115/- Each)
0027 0030 0035 0047 0027 0085 0089 0099 0136 0155
o158 0160 o187 0196 0197 0203 0224 0238 02723 0274
0289 0295 0316 0321 0332 0342 0355 0371 0383 0399
0414 0454 0489 0507 0523 0524 0567 0584 0629 0641
0653 0668 0671 0695 0704 0709 0734 0752 0760 0776
0791 o812 o814 0846 0854 0856 0865 0911 0912 0932
0939 0967 097S 0976 0980 1035 1042 1055 1067 1085
1105 1126 1137 1141 1163 1164 1165 1175 1215 1229
1230 1238 1281 1308 1363 1386 1397 1400 1438 1465
1476 1481 1490 1498 1507 1522 1534 1566 1575 1593
1595 1597 1601 1611 1665 1694 1698 1721 1764 1765
1798 1806 1817 1830 1836 1849 1853 1860 1896 1900
1907 1915 1962 1964 1984 2020 2028 2034 2038 2052
2053 2080 2082 2092 2103 2119 2122 2126 2169 2171
2176 2196 2202 2221 2227 2228 2245 2260 2274 2283
2297 2307 2332 2338 2348 2350 2358 2392 2397 2427
2430 2445 2465 2487 2490 2495 2496 2521 2525 2535
2542 2591 2596 2624 2644 2667 2687 2692 2700 2728
2750 2754 2755 2761 2764 2721 2780 2784 2794 2812
2835 2842 2845 2852 2855 2867 2886 2889 2929 2931
2945 2958 2960 2979 2981 2982 2983 2997 3027 3031
3037 3044 3047 3058 3066 3071 3089 3117 3137 3143
3200 3270 3274 3287 3294 3313 3316 3323 3332 3344
3354 3371 3378 3389 3406 3455 3466 3487 3503 3517
3524 3552 3561 3582 3592 3605 3618 3625 3627 3666
3676 3684 3687 3688 3693 3704 3732 3755 3757 3765
3780 3808 3812 3815 3832 3838 3841 3852 3868 3870
3885 3890 3902 3909 3938 3942 3944 3956 3976 3978
3981 4001 4004 4005 4027 4031 4059 4073 4078 4080
4084 4089 4127 4149 4157 41727 4182 4193 4213 4214
4216 4223 4238 4268 4297 4330 4334 4342 4373 4405
4406 4417 4425 4432 4444 4459 4525 4539 4549 4599
4613 4628 4641 4685 4689 4717 4727 4740 4755 4759
4785 4799 4854 4860 4864 4887 4895 4899 4909 4913
4914 4918 4926 4936 5022 5054 5071 5079 5085 5091
5094 5102 5118 5124 5127 5141 5165 5171 5200 5245
5291 5308 5326 5337 5345 5399 5412 5437 5449 5460
5470 5477 5493 5534 5538 5563 5567 5584 5589 5592
5598 5601 5602 5607 5610 5621 5625 5638 5650 5666
5670 5717 5722 5726 5737 5764 5767 5782 5800 5803
5815 5824 5825 5828 5843 5863 5878 5885 5971 5973
5982 5990 6009 6012 6021 6032 6035 6040 6066 6076
6094 6102 6112 6115 6122 6153 6219 6232 6241 6250
6269 6284 6294 6296 6307 6315 6333 6337 6352 6367
6385 6391 6394 6406 6408 6409 6416 6426 6450 6470
6494 6507 6515 6520 6522 6543 6563 6567 6580 6583
6631 6632 6636 6646 6647 6660 6675 6706 6725 67230
6764 6766 6783 6785 6790 6801 6833 6849 6899 6904
6937 6954 6958 6973 6994 Z003 7044 z047 7063 70272
Z089 Z114 Z131 Z132 Z135 Z165 176 127 zZ188 Z195
Z200 z214 7217 Z253 7260 7284 Z301 Z310 311 315
Z333 Z361 Z36S z382 Z4a01 Z40S Z4a31 zZ4a41 z448 74727
Z4a91 zZ498 Z499 z521 2557 7559 7563 7567 7568 7607
7608 Z610 7613 Z615 7728 27237 7743 2760 7764 27223
z789 7798 z802 817 z822 Z831 855 7859 862 7878
z881 Z886 z888 Z899 Z901 Z90S 7909 zZ918 7960 7985
8052 8063 8077 8078 8095 8101 8116 8135 8155 8157
8186 8231 8245 8253 8257 8280 8281 8297 8299 8309
8315 8331 8332 8364 8373 8382 8389 8391 8401 8403
8448 8497 8499 8510 8518 8557 8565 8599 8600 8609
8617 8618 8627 8658 8669 8670 8688 8693 8698 8699
8704 8710 8711 8717 8729 8738 8772 8797 8800 8875
8886 8901 8912 8934 8939 8978 8981 9002 9005 9023
29038 9056 9076 9077 9083 9090 9093 9105 9111 9116
9131 9144 9156 9159 9171 9231 9232 9241 9259 9276
9290 9297 9313 9385 9389 9398 9415 9416 9420 9423
9436 9448 9452 9468 9470 9487 9491 9498 9515 9516
9519 9532 9537 9558 9560 9564 9572 9582 9588 9604
eses es4s esse eez2 eezs eses ez11 ez2e ez23s 9771
9787 9789 9838 9858 9890 9902 9919 9942 9983 9989

Issued by DIRECTORATE OF SMALL SAVINGS, BANKING AND LOTTERIES, PUNJAB

dly check the final result Official Gazette Nof
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Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

| Service No 15580457F
hav Wakchoure Jalindar Laxman
residing at Vill. Talegaon Rohi
Distt. Nashik State Maharashtra,
Pin 423104 have changed my
daughter name from Ananya
Jalindar Wakchore to Ananya
Jalindar Wakchoure vide affidavit
date 29.04.2026 before notary
public Distt. court Bathinda (PB).

| Neelam Wife of 15580457F
hav Wakchoure Jalindar Laxman
residing at Vill. Talegaon Rohi
Distt. Nashik State Maharashtra,
Pin 423104 have changed my
name from Neelam to Nilam
Jalindar Wakchoure vide affidavit
date 29.04.2026 before notary
public Distt. court Bathinda (PB)

I, Sukhdarshan Ram
Sharma S/O Paras Ram R/O
H.No.MCB-Z5-00457,
St.N0.13/10, Guru Gobind Singh
Nagar, Bathinda Have Name
Changed To Sukhdarshan Ram.

| Avneet D/o Mohinder Lal
R/o Kauli, Patiala, Punjab-
140701 have changed my name
to Avneet Kaur.

I Binder S/o Roop Chand
R/o # 311, Kauli, Patiala, Punjab-
140701 have changed my name
to Mohinder Lal.

| Saroj W/o Mohinder Lal
R/o Kauli, Patiala, Punjab-
140701 have changed my name
to Saroj Rani.

| Harpal Singh S/o Nikka
Singh R/o Village Jahlan P.O
Ranbirpura Distt Patiala have
changed my name to Pal Singh.

I, Gurmehar Singh S/o
Satpal Singh R/o 75/150 Shastri
Nagar, Batala, Gurdaspur,
Punjab-143505 have changed
my name to Given Name
Gurmehar and Surname as
Singh.

| Rashmi Wife of
14683802N hav Krishna Kumar
residing at Vill. Eadgah, Teh
Kunda Distt. Pratapgarh State
Uttar Pradesh, Pin 229408 have
changed my name from Rashmi
to Rashmi Maurya vide affidavit
date 29.04.2026 before notary
public Distt. court Bathinda (PB).

| Service No 14683802N
hav Krishna Kumar residing at
Vill. Eadgah, Teh Kunda Distt.
Pratapgarh State Uttar Pradesh,
Pin 229408 have change my
Minor Daughter name from
Parniti to Pariniti vide affidavit
date 29.04.2026 before notary
public Distt. court Bathinda (PB).

| Simple W/o Hitesh Katia
resident of # 968 Global City
Sector 124 Sunny Enclave
Harialpur, District SAS Nagar
have changed my name from
Simple to Simple Katia.

I, Mrs. SHABANA, W/o
Mohammad Sakib, R/o H.no.
1666, Sector- 22B, Chandigarh-
160022 declare that my name
has inadvertently been recorded
as SHABANA in certain
records/documents. My correct
name is SHABANA KHATOON.
The Names SHABANA and
SHABANA KHATOON refer to
one and the same person, i.e.,
myself, and there is no change in
my  identity  except the
correction/change in the
spelling/name.

I, Jagjit Kaur, Daughter No
2479281A, Rank Ex Hav, Name
: Jagdish Singh Resident Of
Village & Post Office — Dahurian,
Tehsil — Ajnala, Distt — Amritsar,
State — Punjab, Pin — 143102,
Have Changed My Name From
Jagjit Kaur (Incorrect Name) To
Jagjeet Kaur Mahal (Correct
Name), Vide Affidavit Dt 28 Jul
2026 Sworn Before Executive
Magistrate, Pathankot. Please
Correct It.

1, Shita Bai legally mother of
No. 14669111W  Hav Nehe
Namdeo Shivnath resident of 78,
Khandoba Mandir Parisar,
Varshinde, PO - Rahuri Factory,
Distt - Ahmadnagar , State -
Maharashtra, PIN - 413706 have
changed my name from Shita Bai
to Sitabai Shivnath Nehe vide
affidavit dated 28/07/2026 sworn
before executive Magistrate.

I, Shivnath legally father of
No. 14669111W  Hav Nehe
Namdeo Shivnath resident of 78,
Khandoba Mandir Parisar,
Varshinde, PO - Rahuri Factory,
Distt - Ahmadnagar, State -
Maharashtra, PIN - 413706 have
changed my name from Shivnath
to Shivnath Thakaji Nehe vide
affidavit dated 28/07/2026 sworn
before executive Magistrate.

I, No. 10199682H Rank Nk
Name Rajendra presently serving
with 112 Inf Bn TA (Dogra) C/o 56
APO and resident of Vill - Kolian,
PO - Mand Pandher, Dasuya,
Distt - Hoshiarpur, State - Punjab,
PIN - 144205 have change my
mother name from Nirmala to
Nirmla Devi vide affidavit dated
28/07/2026 sworn before
executive Magistrate.

I, Narbadha Pralhad legally
mother of No. 14660626P Rank
Hav Name Patil Manohar Pralhad
resident of House No. 07,
Bhadgaon Road, Pungaon
Shivar, Purushottam Nagar,
Pachora, PO - Pachora, Distt -
Jalgaon, State - Maharashtra,
PIN - 424201 have changed my
name from Narbadha Pralhad to
Narmadabai Pralhad Patil vide
affidavit dated 28/07/2026 sworn
before executive Magistrate.

I, Meena legally wedded
spouse of No. 15346722W Rank
Hav Name Ghanshyam Singh
resident of House No. 26, Shri
Krishna Residency , Phase 1,
Vayu Vihar Road Kalvari,
Shahaganj, PO - Shahganj, Distt
- Agra, State (UP), PIN - 282010
have changed my name from
Meena to Km. Mina vide affidavit
dated 28/07/2026 sworn before
executive Magistrate.

I, Vidhya Wati legally
mother of No. 15346722W Rank
Hav Name Ghanshyam Singh
resident of House No. 26, Shri
Krishna Residency , Phase 1,
Vayu Vihar Road Kalvari,
Shahaganj, PO - Shahganj, Distt
- Agra, State - (UP), PIN -
282010 have changed my name
from Vidhya Wati to Vidyavati
vide affidavit dated 28/07/2026
sworn before executive
Magistrate.

I, No. 10199505H Rank Nk
Name Gurjeet Singh presently
serving with 112 Inf Bn TA (Dogra)
C/o 56 APO and resident of Kailey
Kalan, Distt - Gurdaspur, State -
Punjab, PIN - 143518 here by
declare that date of birth of my
father Bawa Singh recorded in my
service documents is 45 Yrs
which is incorrect. That correct
and actual date of birth of my
father is 01 Jan 1953 vide affidavit
dated 28/07/2026 sworn before
executive Magistrate Jalandhar.

I, No. 10199505H Rank Nk
Name Gurjeet Singh presently
serving with 112 Inf Bn TA (Dogra)
C/o 56 APO and resident of Kailey
Kalan, Distt - Gurdaspur, State -
Punjab, PIN - 143518 here by
declare that date of birth of my
mother Dalbir Kaur recorded in
my service documents is 40 Yrs
which is incorrect. That correct
and actual date of birth of my
mother is 01 Jan 1957 vide
affidavit dated 28/07/2026 sworn
before executive Magistrate
Jalandhar.

1, JC-383787P Sub Rama
Rao Kanikicharla, S/o Sh.
Kanikicharla Ratnakara Rao, R/o
Permanent: House No 21-34-
16/1, Guravapah Colony,
Ramalingeswara Peta, Tenali,
Guntur, Andhra Pradesh - 522201
Present Address: House No-213,
Chandi Kotla, Near Pir Baba Gali,
Chandimandir, Panchkula,
Haryana Do hereby inform the
general public that my son
KANIKICHARLA ESHWAR
GUPTHA who is studying in Army
Public  School, Sector D,
Chandimandir, Panchkula in
Class 5th C has been wrongly
mentioned as K ESHWAR
GUPTHA in the  school
records.That the Correct and full
name of my son is
KANIKICHARLA ESHWAR
GUPTHA. Vide Affidavit dated
28/07/2026 before Executive
Magistrate, Panchkula, Haryana.

I, RAJESWARI DEVI am
legally Wedded Spouse of Army
No: 15619202A Rank: Hav Name:
Jagdish Prasad Presently Posted
at Unit: 18 Guard C/o 56 APO
Permanent address: Baniyawala
Arcadia Grant, Krishan Kunj
Colony, Arcadia Grant, PO:
Arkediagrant, Dist: Dehradun,
State: Uttarakhand, Pin: 248007
declare that in my Husband
Service record my Name is by
Mistakenly Mentioned as
RAJESWARI DEVI but as Per
Civil/Govt. Documents my Correct
name is RAJESHWARI DEVI.
Vide Affidavit No: 11AA 83290,
Dated: 28/07/2026

I, Saroj Mittal w/o Sh. Jai
Bhagwan Mittal, R/o V.P.O. Majra
(149) Paonta Sahib, Distt:
Sirmaur, HP declare that | Have
Changed my Name from Saroj
Bala to Saroj Mittal.

I, KUSUM am Mother of
Army No: 2820667W Rank: Sep
Name: Palve Abhishek Ramdas
Presently Posted at Unit: 16
Maratha LI, Permanent Address:
At Post: Ghatshiras, Tehsil:
Pathardi, Dist: Ahmadnagar,
State: Maharashtra, Pin: 414106
declare that in my Son’s Service
record my Name is by mistakenly
mentioned as KUSUM but as per
Civil/Govt. Documents my Correct
Name is PALVE KUSUM
RAMDAS. Vide Affidavit No: 11AA
832088, Dated: 28/07/2026

I, PALVE RAMDAS am
Father of Army No: 2820667W
Rank: Sep Name: Palve Abhishek
Ramdas Presently Posted at Unit:
16 Maratha LI, Permanent
Address: At Post: Ghatshiras,
Tehsil: Pathardi, Dist:
Ahmadnagar, State: Maharashtra,
Pin: 414106 declare that in my
Son’s Service record my Name is
by mistakenly mentioned as
PALVE RAMDAS but as per
Civil/Govt. Documents my Correct
Name is RAMDAS SITARAM
PALVE. Vide Affidavit No: 11AA
832089, Dated: 28/07/2026

I, Nandkishor Pralhad Sose
S/o Sh. Pralhad Rambhau Sose
Permanent Address: Ward No.02,
At. Palaskhed Chakka, Post.
Saokhed Tejan Tq. Sindakhed
Raja, Palaskhed Chakka,
Buldana, Maharashtra, 443203
declare that in my Service record
my Son’s name is by Mistakenly
mentioned as NARESH
NANDKISHOR SOSE but as per
Civil/Govt. Documents my Son’s
Correct name is VEER
NANDKISHOR SOSE. Vide
Affidavit No: 11AA 832095, Dated:
28/07/2026

I, K AMIRTHA VALLI am
Mother of Army No: 15792653X
Rank: Hav Name: Rajesh Kannan
K Presently Posted at Unit: 509
AD MSL REGT (AKASH)
Permanent Address: No: 1/2, East
Street, Tirumangalam Taluka,
VTC: Pannikundu, PO:
A.Ammapatti, District: Madurai,
State: Tamil Nadu, Pin Code:
625706 declare that in my Son’s
Service record my Name is by
mistakenly mentioned as K
AMIRTHA VALLI but as per
Civil/Govt. Documents my Correct
Name Spelling is AMIRTHAVALLI
K. Vide Affidavit No: 11AA
832092, Dated: 28/07/2026

I, Karen George, D/o Sh.
Daniel George, aged 27 years,
permanently residing at #604
Block-E, Vrindavan Gardens,
Peer Muchalla, Mohali, Punjab,
Pin Code - 140603, declare that |
Have changed my Name From
Karen George to Karneet Kaur.

I, Sanjeev Kumar S/O Sh.
Sukhdarshan Singh R/O Vill-
Bagwali, Distt. Panchkula
(Haryana), Declare That | Have
Changed My Minor Daughter
Name From Sonakshi To
Sonakshi Rana.

I, Savitri Devi spouse of
Army No. 2977237A, Rank NK.,
Name Jagdish Chander R/o VPO
Deorar Tehsil Julana Distt. Jind,
Haryana Pin-126101 declare that
my name was earlier Savitri Devi
and DOB is 07/07/1962 in my
husband's Army records, which |
have now changed to name
Savitri and DOB is 01/01/1963.

I, Kamlesh, mother of No.
2502230F HAV CLK Sanjay
Kumar, Unit 27 Punjab, C/O 56
APO, resident of Village and Post
Dilluwala, Tehsil Alewa, District
Jind, Haryana, hereby state that
my name has been mistakenly
recorded as KAMLI in my son's
service records, whereas my
correct name is Kamlesh.
Therefore, | request that my name
in my son's service records be
corrected from KAMLI to
Kamlesh.

I, Komal spouse of
No.14672247L Hav  Matkar
Sachin Netaji resident of Village-
Tandulwadi, Post- Tandulwadi,
Tehsil-  Koregaon,  District-
Satara, State- Maharashtra, Pin-
415501, have changed my name
from Komal to Komal Sachin
Matkar Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB74241411317539Y dated 27
July 2026 before notary public
Pathankot

I, Chhabutai Mother of
No.14672247L Hav  Matkar
Sachin Netaji resident of Village-
Tandulwadi, Post- Tandulwadi,
Tehsil-  Koregaon, District-
Satara, State- Maharashtra, Pin-
415501, have changed my name
from Chhabutai to Chabutai
Netaji Matkar Vide affidavit
No.IN-PB74242342240577Y
dated 27 July 2026 before notary
public Pathankot

I, Netaji Father of
No0.14672247L Hav  Matkar
Sachin Netaiji resident of Village-
Tandulwadi, Post- Tandulwadi,
Tehsil- Koregaon, District-
Satara, State- Maharashtra, Pin-
415501, have changed my name
from Netaji to Netaji Daji Matkar
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB74202983322780Y dated 27
July 2026 before notary public
Pathankot

I, Varalaxmi Y spouse of
No0.14660985H Hav Srinivas E
resident of House No.10-78/28,
Adharsha Nagar Colony, Village-

Pothireddypally, Post-
Pothireddypally, Tehsil-
Sangareddy, District-

Sangareddy, State- Telangana,
Pin-502295, have changed my
name from Varalaxmi Y to
Varalaxmi E Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB74739020447043Y dated 28
July 2026 before notary public
Pathankot.

1, No.15791840K NK Rajesh
Kumar resident of Village-
Bishunpur, Post- Raitar, Tehsil-
Rajgir, Distric- Nalanda, State-
Bihar, Pin-803109, have changed
my Daughter name from Kirti to
Kriti Kumari Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB74739787783213Y dated 28
July 2026 before notary public
Pathankot.

I, Monalisha Guria spouse
of No0.15510859F LD Tapan
Guria resident of Village-
Purbanukha, Post- Putputia,
Tehsil- Tamluk, District- Purba
Medinipur, State- West Bengal,
Pin-721651, have changed my
name from Monalisha Guria to
Monalisha Sahoo Guria Vide
affidavit No.IN-
PB74180146651582Y dated 27
July 2026 before notary public
Pathankot.

1, 14854400X Sep/MT Pawar
Krishna Bapu resident of Village-
Pimpaldar, Post- Khamtane,
Tehsil- Baglan, District- Nashik,
State- Maharashtra, Pin-423301,
have changed my Father name
from Pawar Bapu Bhila to Bapu
Bhila Pawar Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB73838565753062Y dated 25
July 2026 before notary public
Pathankot.

1, 14854400X Sep/MT Pawar
Krishna Bapu resident of Village-
Pimpaldar, Post- Khamtane,
Tehsil- Baglan, District- Nashik,
State- Maharashtra, Pin-423301,
have changed my Mother name
from Pawar Baijabai Bapu to
Bayajabai Bapu Pawar Vide
affidavit No.IN-
PB73838304874971Y dated 25
July 2026 before notary public
Pathankot.

I, No.15621311L Hav
Selvendran S resident of Village-
Silvarpatti, Post-Veppampatti,
Tehsil- Peraiyur, District-
Madurai, State- Tamil Nadu, Pin-
625705, have changed my Son
name from S Gowtham to
Gowtham S Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB73185977448624Y dated 23
july 2026 before notary public
Pathankot.

| Kritika D/o Sh. Min
Bahadur R/o House No. 511,
Sector 45, Burail, Chandigarh
have changed my name from
Kirtika to Kritika. And My correct
date birth is 28/11/2007.

I Rakhi W/o Sh. Sunil Kumar
R/o Flat No. E-38, Gulmohar
Trends  Society, Dhakauli,
Zirakpur SAS Nagar Punjab have
changed my name from Rakhi to
Rakhi Sharma.

The Pioneer does not take
responsibility for the contents
for the advertisement (Display /
Classified) carried in this
newspaper. The Paper does
not endorse the same. Readers
are requested to verify the
content on their own.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

M/s JGS Associates, Zira Road Ferozepur, Village
Dastool Sahib District Ferozepur Wants to avail a loan
from kotak Mahindra Bank Limited Branch Patiala
against Property measuring 112 Kanal 10 Marla as per|
Khata no. 252/646 to 653 No. 303/719 to 733 And
Khata No. 251/645 & Partition Mutation No. 2535 &
2534 Jamabandi for the year 2019-20 Situated within
the revenue limits of Village Dastool Sahib wala, Tehsil
& District Ferozepur The current owner of the above
said property is M/s JGS Associates, Zira Road Fe-
rozepur, Village Dastool Sahib District Ferozepur and
it is informed that one documents i.e 1. Original No.
5326 Dated 23-11-2010 2. Original Sale Deed No.
5324 dated 23-11-2010 and 3. Sale Deed no. 5325
dated 23-11-2010 with regard to the above said prop-|
erty which were in the custody of current owner are
missing somewhere.

If any person/ Entity/DSA/Financial
Institution/Bank/Govt. Department may have obtained
or have issued any loan/Stay order/Court Against this
property as well as document or have any objection of]
any kind regarding the above said property or doc-
uments. In that case they/he can file and objection
within 10 Days Ten days from the date of the present
Publication to below mentioned person any after 10
days no claim shall be entertained and it would be as-|
sumed that the property is free from encumbrances:-

Kuldeep Singla, Advocate
Chamber No. 646, Lawyer Chamber,
District Courts Bathinda M. N0.9356445777

LOST & FOUND

It Is Notified For Information That My
Client Hinduja Housing Finance Ltd
Having Its Branch Office At Pathan-
kot. One Customer Love Kash S/O
Kahan Chand. R/O Sarak Patti Vill-
Tibber, Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur. Have
Applied For Taking Loan Regarding
Property Situated In Ghumiara Mo-
halla Behrampur Road Kotli Nangal
Hb No0.334 Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur.
Now Customer Love Kash Said.
Have Lost Sale Deed Document
No0.6600 Dated 10-02-1986 In Favour
Baljit Rai S/O Mulakh Raj Love Kash
Are Going To Take Loan From Hin-
duja Housing Finance Ltd. If Anybody
Objection 14 Days From The Date Of
Publication Of This Advertisement In
The Below Address Hinduja Housing
Finance Ltd. And Contact Of Rajinder
Kumar Advocate Distt Courts Gur-
daspur Mobile 9872754226
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(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 1 Lakh + Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 25 Thousand, Total Prize Amount Rs.12.25 Lakh)
55846

=
2nd Prize Amount (50) Rs. 9,000/- (On 5 digits)

i

:.);i

w Time: 07:00 PM ONWARDS
RESULT OF PUNJAB STATE DEAR 20 MONTHLY LOTTERY
MRP Rs 20/- Per Ticket
1st Prize Amount (1) Rs. 11 Lakh (On 5 digits with series)

DIRECTORATE OF SMALL SAVINGS, BANKING AND LOTTERIES, PUNJAB
DATE:28/07/2026

(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 900/-, + Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 100/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 10,000/-Each)

2zao090

zaa16

36158

37090 55493 59986

3rd Prize Amount (40) Rs. 7,000/- (On Last 4 digits)
(Seller Prize Amount Rs.700/-,

Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs.

4th Prize Amount (40) Rs. 5,000/- (On last 4 digits)
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 500/-,

6941

Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs

5th Prize Amount (40) Rs. 3,000/- (On last 4 digits )
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 300/-,

Z999

Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs

6th Prize Amount (40) Rs. 1,000/- (On last 4 digits )
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 100/-,

66269

ZZ691

83607

83883

100/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 7,800/- Each)

. 50/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 5,550/- Each)

. 50/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 3,350/- Each)

Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 30/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 1,130/- Each)

7th Prize Amount (20000) Rs. 50/- (On last 4 digits )

(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 5/-,
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DIRECTORATE OF SMALL SAVINGS, BANKING AND LOTTERIES,
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Check the final result with Official Gazette Notification
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Rajnath unveils policy reforms for ICG

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday here
unveiled two significant
policy reforms for the Indian
Coast Guard (ICG) aimed at
promoting gender parity in
the induction and service
conditions of officers, and
streamlining the administra-
tive procedures for granting
ex gratia to the families of
personnel reported missing
at sea while on duty.

The first policy directive
establishes a comprehensive,
women-centric approach by
ushering in a gender-neutral
framework for the induction
of officers into the ICG.

The highlights of the policy
include induction of women
candidates into both Short
Service Appointments (SSA)

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during the unveiling of two policy reforms for
the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) in New Delhi PTI

and Permanent
Appointments (PA) at par
with their male counterparts.
SSA has also been opened for
male candidates.

The policy ensures equal
opportunities for career pro-
gression, commencing right
from the ab-initio training

phase. The existing PA
women officers shall also be
considered for promotion to
higher positions subject to
fulfilment of eligibility condi-
tions. The existing serving
women officers on SSA will
also be provided an option to
convert their service to a PA,

subject to the fulfiiment of
stipulated conditions. This
progressive step reflects the
Government’s commitment
to Nari Shakti and equal
opportunity in the nation’s
maritime security apparatus.

The second policy reform
brings relief and administra-
tive ease to the Next of Kin
(NoK) of the personnel who
unfortunately go missing at
seain the line of duty. The key
highlights of the policy
include the authority to
declare an ICG personnel
missing at sea while on duty
as ‘presumed dead’ for the
purpose of ex-gratia.

The reform significantly
eases and accelerates the
process for the grant of ex-
gratia compensation and ter-
minal benefits to the NoK.

This measure ensures that
the families of brave person-

nel are not subjected to
prolonged administrative
delays during times of
mental trauma.

Lauding the ICG for its
exemplary service over the
past five decades, Rajnath
Singh exuded confidence that
these forward-looking poli-
cies will further strengthen
the morale and operational
efficacy of the force as it
marches toward its Swarnim
Jayanti (Golden Jubilee)
in 2027.

He reaffirmed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
Government’s resolve to
strengthen the ICG as a
modern, capable and future-
ready maritime force.
Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh, DG ICG Director
General Paramesh Sivamani
and other senior officials
attended the event.

Students must be protected, not arsonists: BJP

No paper leak
case in Punjab,
Opposition
lying: Cheema

Harpal Singh Cheema

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Chandigarh

Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema on
Tuesday rejected the
Opposition’s charge of a
paper leak in the State, claim-
ing that it is trying to spread
lies against the AAP
Government.

Addressing the media here,
Cheema said there has been
no paper leak in the past four
years of the Bhagwant
Mann Government.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

The BJP on Tuesday said the Supreme
Court’s interim order on petitions
related to protests over the alleged
NEET paper leak draws a clear distinc-
tion between genuine student protest-
ers and those involved in violence,
stressing that while “dissent is okay,
danga (riot) is not”.

The remarks came after the Supreme
Court directed authorities not to take
coercive action against protesters
while continuing investigation in FIRs
and to release those under 18 years of
age, provided they have no criminal
records. It also asked authorities to pre-
serve electronic and digital evidence
relating to the recent nationwide stir
over the NEET paper leak.

“The allegations prima facie warrant
consideration of a fairand independent
probe, which must also address the con-
cerns of families of over 200 injured
police personnel,” a bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant
observed, while hearing a batch of peti-

BJP spokesperson Shehzaad Poonawalla

tions alleging police brutality during the
demonstrations.B|P national spokesper-
son Shehzaad Poonawalla said the
Supreme Court has dealt with the matter
in a “mature” and “sensitive” manner.
“SC has weighed in very maturely and
sensitively. It must be welcomed by all,”
he said in a post on social media.
“Students and arsonists or rioters are
different. Students must be protected.
Arsonists cannot. The court says this.
Dissent is okay, danga (riot) is not.
Students, okay; arsonists, not. Protests

are okay; provocation is not,” he said.

Poonawalla asserted that the
Government is already committed to
ensuring that no cases are pursued
against genuine protesters.

“But cases will continue for arsonists.
There can be no blanket suraksha
kawach (protection shield) for those
who assault, molest, etc with estab-
lished criminal antecedents,” he added.

Citing CJI's observations, Poonawalla
also said the court has noted that the
allegations “prima facie warrant con-
sideration of a fair and independent
probe, which must also address the
concerns of families of over 200-250
injured police personnel.”

The bench, also including Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mohana, direct-
ed all States where protests were held
to preserve CCTV footage, drone record-
ings, body-camera footage, wireless
communication records, PCR logs and
otherdigital evidence pertaining to the
protests. Italso ordered that any digital
data collected on protesters be preserved
but not brought into the publicdomain.

Change dil ka angle, not
camera angle: Priyanka

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi needs to change his
“dil ka angle” instead of
camera angles if he wants to
win over the Gen Z, Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi told
Parliament Tuesday in a
sharp barb over his
Instagram outreach to
student protesters last week.

Priyvanka Gandhi also
launched a stinging attack
on the Government over the
lathi-charge on students,
saying every ‘lathi’ blow on
any boy or girl, hurt the
Government’s prestige more
than the backs of the students.
“Why was it necessary to fire
tear gas shells at students, to
rain lathis on them?Why was
it necessary — to humiliate
young girls by tearing their
clothes, to have them beaten
mercilessly? Why was it nec-
essary to fire pellet guns and
AK-47s at the country’s youth?
Are they terrorists,” the
Congress general secretary
asked, participating in a dis-
cussion in Lok Sabha on ‘The
Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill 2026".

“Today, these questions
are being asked not just by
the Congress party, but by
the entire nation, and the
responsibility to answer
them lies with the
Government. Why does this
Government fear the
country’s youth? Who gave
it the right to suppress their
voices,” she said.

Priyanka Gandhi also dis-
missed the Government’s
announcement of setting
up fast-track courts to deal
with paper leaks, saying fast
track courts already have a
very poor record. “Blaming

the opposition in
Parliament, playing hollow
political games won’t work.
If the prime minister wants
to win over the Gen Z, then
making videos with different
camera angles will not help.
The prime minister needs to
change his ‘dil ka angle’,
not the angle of cameras,”
she said. “This new genera-
tion is aware and has an
immense capacity to recog-
nize lies. To win their hearts,
PM Modi will have to step
onto the path of truth,”
Priyanka Gandhi said.

Under Modi’s governance,
grave “injustice and barbar-
ity” has been done to the
youth, she alleged.

“Accept this truth, take
responsibility, take concrete
steps, and consult experts
and take all stakeholders
along to prepare a new edu-
cation system after deep
consultations...PM Modi will
have to take steps to create
employment. Education and
healthcare must expand in
the country, so that chil-
dren can dream of a bright
future,” she said.

In her 29-minute speech,
Priyanka Gandhi also said
students can be removed
from the streets, but not
their questions. “Every ‘lathi’
blow on any boy or girl,

hurt the Government’s pres-
tige more than the backs of
the students. The youth of
the country are demanding
justice’?not charity. They
had come not to topple the
Government, but to redeem
their trust,” she said.

Home Minister Amit Shah
and Modi will have to answer
who gave the order to attack
the children with pellet guns,
she asked and added that
the question is being asked
by the entire country.

Talking about her visit to
RML hospital last week to
meet a young woman
injured in the protests and
the interaction with her
mother, Priyanka Gandhi
asked Modi and Shah as to
what was the need for sup-
pressing an innocent little
girl, humiliating girls and
tearing their clothes, unleash-
ing tear gas, pellet guns, and
AK-47s on students.

Priyanka Gandhi said the
demand of the protesting
students was that action
should be taken against
those who leaked exam
papers, reform of education
system, education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan should
resign, and action should
be taken against those who
brutalized students, and an
apology be issued.

Assam flood situation improves with receding water levels, no fresh deaths

Opposition parties have
been attacking the Mann
Government over the issue of
a cheating racket detected
recently in a pharmacy officer
recruitment exam and are
demanding the resignation of
Education Minister Harjot
Singh Bains and Health
Minister Balbir Singh.

On July 19, Punjab Police
dismantled a highly sophisti-
cated, interstate cheating
racket operating during the
pharmacy officer examina-
tion. A total of seven key
conspirators and 28 candi-
dates were held. Police also
recovered 27 battery-oper-
ated wireless cheating
devices.

Cheema said, “There has
not been a single case of
paper leak in Punjab.
Opposition parties are trying
to mislead our youths.”

Referring to the pharmacy
officer exam, the minister
said some youths in the exam
were caught cheating using
electronic means.

TONY DAS M Guwahati

Assam’s flood situation improved
with no fresh fatalities reported,
the number of affected people
decreasing to 4.45 lakh and water
levels receding in several districts,
officials said on Tuesday. A central
team visited Sivasagar, one of the
worst-hit districts in the current
wave of floods, and reviewed the
situation in the eastern parts of the
state, they said.

The tollis currently at 68 with no
fresh deaths recorded and no
person was reported missing, an
official bulletin said. The officials said
Sivasagar, Golaghat, Charaideo,
Jorhat, Nagaon and Kamrup
(Metropolitan) continued to be
impacted by the floods, but the
number of people hit by the deluge
decreased to 4.45 lakh. Charaideo
remained the worst-hit district,
where 1.88 lakh people remained
affected, followed by Sivasagar (1.44
lakh) and Jorhat (74,458).

Till Sunday, the number of affect-
ed people was over 5.24 lakh
across five districts. Altogether 90

relief camps remained opera-

Assam CM Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma chaired a review meeting with Ministers, MLAs,
District Commissioners and senior officials to review the prevailing flood situation and the

ongoing relief and rehabilitation measure

PIONEER PHOTO

tional, sheltering 28,695 displaced
people. Additionally, 94 relief dis-
tribution centres were also func-
tional, the bulletin said. The
Dhansiri (S) river was flowing
above the danger level at

Numaligarh in Golaghat district.
Multiple agencies, including the
NDRF, SDRF and civil defence per-
sonnel, are carrying out the rescue
and relief operations. A total crop
area of37,139.52 hectares was still

submerged, while damage to
houses, roads and other infra-
structure was reported from
various parts of the affected dis-
tricts, the officials said.

Chief Minister thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for his
“personal attention” to the Assam
flood, which has claimed 68 lives
so far while over 4.45 lakh people
continue to reel under the deluge.
He said the state Government has
been able to reach all affected vil-
lages and was working on a war
footing to provide relief to the
flood-hit population.

PM Modi on Tuesday held a
meeting with Union Ministers and
BJP MPs belonging to Assam at the
Parliament House complex to
review the state’s flood situation and
later said on X the Centre was
working closely with the Assam
Government in providing relief to
the affected people. A five-member
central team led by MHA Joint
Secretary M Ramachandrudu visited
Sivasagar on Monday to review
Upper Assam’s flood situation with
state ministers Keshab Mahanta
and Bimal Borah, and local officials

accompanying them. Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, in a social
media post, said power restoration
work was going on in a phased
manner.

“Since this morning, the number
of families without power has
declined by another 25 per cent. As
floodwaters continue to recede,
power supply is being restored
across more affected areas. I will
continue to share regular updates
and keep you posted until power
is restored to every affected house-
hold,” he said in the post late on
Monday evening.

Sarma also said that with water
receding, disinfection and fogging
drives across villages have been
started to prevent the outbreak of
any disease. Water Resources
Minister Susanta Borgohain said
steps were being taken to bury
livestock and animals killed in
the deluge. “The recent floods in
Assam have sadly claimed the
lives of many livestock. To prevent
water contamination and the
spread of diseases, the deceased
animals are being buried and dis-
posed of scientifically,” he said.

Mehbooba Mufti announces protests on

21 crore screened, 6 lakh
treated for Hepatitis: Govt

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

More than 21 crore people
have been screened for viral
hepatitis and over six lakh
patients have received free
treatment under the National
Viral Hepatitis Control
Programme (NVHCP), the
Union Health Ministry said
on Tuesday.

Marking World Hepatitis
Day and eight years of the pro-
gramme, Union Minister of
State for Health Anupriya Patel
called for a “Hepatitis-Mukt
Bharat” and urged the Centre,
states and other stakeholders
to intensify efforts to eliminate
viral hepatitis by 2030 in line
with the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Patel said India is among
the few countries providing
free treatment for Hepatitis C
and free management of
Hepatitis B — a serious liver
infection caused by a virus.

She said the cost of medi-
cines has been reduced to
less than a dollar and quality
diagnostics are being made
increasingly accessible to
facilitate early diagnosis and
timely treatment.

Highlighting the pro-

Union Minister of State for Health Anupriya Patel

gramme’s expansion, Patel
said screening and treatment
services are now available
through the country’s
network of over 1.85 lakh
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs,
taking hepatitis care closer to
communities.

She said the Hepatitis B
vaccine, introduced under
the Universal Immunisation
Programme in 2011, has
achieved more than 92 per
cent birth-dose coverage.

The minister, however, said
only around 65 per cent of
pregnant women are cur-
rently being screened for
Hepatitis B and urged states
and Union Territories to
achieve 100 per cent screen-
ing to ensure timely admin-
istration of the Hepatitis B
birth dose and Hepatitis B

Immunoglobulin (HBIG) for
newborns of infected
mothers.

Calling Hepatitis B and
Hepatitis C “silent killers”,
Patel stressed the need to
vaccinate healthcare
workers, strengthen inter-
ventions among high-risk
groups and create greater
public awareness about free
testing and treatment ser-
vices available at
Government health facilities.

Union Health Secretary
Punya Salila Srivastava said
the programme has estab-
lished 1,153 treatment
centres, surpassing the
target of one treatment
centre in every district,
including more than 70 spe-
cialised centres providing
advanced care.

August 5 for restoration of Article 370

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Srinagar

People’s Democratic Party (PDP) chief
Mehbooba Mufti on Tuesday
announced that her party would hold
peaceful protests at district head-
quarters across Jammu and Kashmir
on August 5 to press for the restora-
tion of Article 370 and “resolution of
the Kashmir issue”.

The Centre revoked J&K’s special
status by abrogating Article 370 of the
Constitution on August 5, 2019.

“All our people, who are sitting here,
will hold peaceful protests in their dis-
tricts on August 5 for the restoration
of Article 370, 35A, and peaceful reso-
lution of the Kashmir issue,”
Mehbooba Mufti said at a press con-
ference at the party headquarters
here on the occasion of the PDP’s 27th
foundation day.

The announcement comes close on
the heels of National Conference
president Farooq Abdullah, Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, ministers, MLAs and party
workers holding a protest in the
national capital on July 20, demand-
ing the immediate restoration of
statehood to the Union Territory.

Mehbooba Mufti, the former chief
minister, said that August 5 was the
day “everything was stripped from us”.

She said the party, on its foundation
day, has passed aresolution including
on “resolution of Kashmir issue”.

“The party hereby resolves to reaf-

firm its belief in ‘peace with dignity’
as the only sustainable path towards
lasting peace, through dialogue, rec-
onciliation, confidence-building and
meaningful democratic engagement
among all stakeholders,” the resolu-
tion read.

She said PDP is committed to
“peaceful resolution of the Kashmir
issue”, alongside the restoration of
Article 370, Article 35A, “our identity,
and statehood”.

“PDP remains committed to this
cause. We will continue our struggle,
and God willing, we will achieve it,”
she said.

Mehbooba Mufti said her father
and PDP founder Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed’s vision cannot move forward

unless Jammu and the Kashmir valley
walk together, understand each
other’s pain and sorrow and work
jointly for each other’s progress.

“We will endeavour to walk hand-
in-hand, just as the people of Kargil
and Leh in Ladakh move forward
together,” she said.

She also called for restoration of
trade and connectivity, saying J&K has
been constrained like a flower in a pot,
even as it can become a vital bridge
between Central Asia and South Asia.

“Whether across the Line of Control
(LoC) or other regional borders, we will
strive to reopen these routes for
movement and trade.

“The Muzaffarabad and Rawalakot
trade routes opened in 2005 follow-
ing our efforts were unfortunately
closed. We appeal to the Central
Government to reopen them for trade,
and also to open the Sharda Peeth cor-
ridor for our Kashmiri Pandit brothers
and sisters,” she said.

The PDP president called for the
release of political prisoners and
undertrials, and withdrawal of the
Army from areas where militancy
has reduced.

“In areas where militancy has
reduced, as the Government of India
itself frequently claims, we urge the
Central Government to relocate the
army back to barracks. This is not a
new demand; we have voiced it pre-
viously and are reiterating it today,”
she said.

Parliament

panel summons
Meta, X, Google
over regulation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A Parliamentary panel has
summoned representatives
of major social media plat-
forms, including Instagram,
along with officials of the
ministries of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY) and Home Affairs, on
August 3 to discuss regula-
tion of social media and
digital platforms.

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey,
who chairs the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Communications and
Information Technology, said
the panel has called represen-
tatives of Meta (Facebook,
Instagram and WhatsApp),
Google, X (formerly Twitter)
and Snapchat on August 3
to explain how they protect
the privacy of women, chil-
dren, farmers, rural residents,
labourers and the
general public, and ensure
public order.

The meeting comes days
after social media, particular-
ly Instagram, was extensive-
ly used by the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) to publicise
and mobilise participants for
its student protest at Jantar
Mantar. The demonstrations,
which were held over the
NEET-UG paper leak and
other issues, drew wide-
spread attention online, with
videos, reels and live updates
from the protest sites being
shared across social media
platforms.

According to the notice
issued on Tuesday, the
agenda includes a “briefing
by the representatives of (i)
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY); (ii) Ministry of Home
Affairs; and (iii) Social and
Digital Media Platforms —
Snapchat, Google, X (former-
ly Twitter), Meta (Facebook
and Instagram) on the subject
‘Social and digital platforms

»

and their regulation’.

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey
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The human firewall
against Al exploitation

Across India, thousands of workers are refusing to
turn their labour into free training material for Al
models. Their fight is about protecting their rights

Artificial intelligence is now omnipresent. In every walk of life,
Al has made an intervention. Though it has several advantages,
it also has a downside. It may well replace humans in various
industries. And the irony is that it needs the help of those very
workers it would replace. Every Al model must be trained first,
and this has to be done by those who are presently doing that
work. Every sophisticated Al model learns from billions of pieces
of human-created content and from the painstaking work of
countless annotators, translators, coders, writers and reviewers.
Without this invisible workforce, Al simply cannot improve.lt is
therefore significant that many Indian workers are beginning to
resist attempts to use their labour to train Al systems that may
ultimately replace them. The concern is understandable. A
content moderator who labels harmful posts, a language expert
who translates documents, or a software engineer who corrects
Al-generated code is not merely completing a task. They are
transferring valuable expertise to machines. Once an Al system
masters that knowledge, the demand for the same human skills
may gradually diminish. Workers are effectively helping to build
their own competitors. India occupies a unique position in this
debate. It has become one of the world's largest suppliers of Al
training labour, employing hundreds of thousands in data
annotation, linguistic validation, customer support, quality
assurance and digital content moderation. Yet most of these
workers have little say over how their contributions are used.

Knowledge is a form of intellectual capital. If companies
profit enormously from Al systems built upon human expertise,
there is a compelling argument that the individuals supplying
that expertise deserve transparency, fair compensation and
meaningful consent. Otherwise, Al risks becoming another
example of technological progress that concentrates wealth
while socialising its costs.

Can such practices be legally stopped? The answer is complex.
Existing Indian labour laws do not specifically regulate Al
training. Copyright law protects original creative works but not
necessarily the knowledge or judgement workers apply during
routine employment. Contract law generally favours employers
where employees have already agreed to broad usage rights.
However, India's Digital Personal Data Protection framework and
evolving discussions around Al governance could provide
opportunities to strengthen worker protections. First, India
needs clear legislation requiring companies to disclose when
employees’ work is being used to train Al models.

Transparency should become a legal obligation rather than a
corporate choice. Second, workers should have the right to
informed consent wherever feasible, especially when their
specialised expertise is being incorporated into commercial Al
systems beyond the scope of their original employment. Third,
labour laws should be updated to recognise Al-assisted
workplaces. Finally, India should establish an independent Al
ethics and labour commission to balance innovation with
workers' rights. Technological progress should never come at
the cost of human dignity.

Balen Shah@100: A new reckoning

The euphoria that swept Balen Shah into office is gradually giving way to the harder realities of governance. With his first 100
days now behind him, the next phase will be crucial in shaping the future of Nepal’s democratic experiment

ASHOK K
MEHTA

The new British Prime Minister Andy Burnham
has two things in common with Nepalese Prime
Minister Balen Shah: both have risen from
Mayor to PM; and both want a new political and
economic model. While Burnham has an expe-
rienced and capable team to do so, Shah has
neither. Still, Balen has completed his honey-
moon period of 100 days with a mixed record,
even as his Adidas keds have begun to pinch.
While the Balen craze seems to be on the decline,
it is not clear who is calling the shots: Party
Chairman Rabi Lamichhane, Shah or the PMO. By
some reports, it is the PMO led by Balen’s polit-
ical adviser, Kumar Ben, and his team.

Lamichhane is no Nitin Nabin, BJP’s titular head
of the party. Lamichhane is a former deputy
prime minister and home minister but carries
the baggage of unresolved court cases which do
not allow him to hold any Cabinet office.
Though he has the numbers in the party and gov-
ernment, it was the Balen craze that swept the
elections. Obviously, there is an unspoken con-
flict between two young and ambitious politi-
cians, which has spurred internal party strife, reg-
istering a decline in the Rashtriya Swatantra
Party’s popularity. The sound of the bell (party
symbol and rallying call) is getting muffled.

Yet, according to one confidential source,
Balen consults Rabi frequently and their success-
ful spouses, Sabina and Nikita, are good friends,
though Sabina Kafle naturally captures the
limelight. Balen realises Rabi has stolen a
march due to the tumultuous party convention
in Chitwan last month and the red-carpet
welcome in India. Balen’s focus on domestic
affairs and decision not to travel abroad on any
foreign visit have lost him mileage, which
prompted his confidant Ben to meet NSA Ajit
Doval, PM Modi’s principal adviser on the
neighbourhood, especially Nepal, and discuss
a possible Balen visit before he travels to the
UNGA in New York in September.

A standing invitation to India for Balen was
given by Modi soon after his triumphant victory,
but scheduling in September may be a problem
due to the BRICS summit fixed for September,
unless he is a special invitee. Rabi is due to go
to China, where he has sought a meeting with
Communist Party Chairman Xi Jinping. At present,
Rabi is the unquestioned leader who has
managed differences with Balen.

Cracks within other political formations are
natural after the Gen Z upheaval last year. GoP
Nepali Congress was the first to introspect: after
all, it had won a two-thirds majority in 1959, reg-
istering Nepal’s first short-lived tryst with multi-
party democracy. King Mahendra dismissed

the first elected Prime Minister, BP Koirala,
which upset India even as its Army Chief, Gen
KS Thimayya, was on a tiger shoot at Chitwan,

NEPAL IS INDIA'S Nepal, at that very time.
CROWN JEWEL IN NC has never been fully un{ted - parties
SOUTH ASIA wughm aparty, at least three factions - and hqs
) split earlier and is on the verge of another split
LOCATED AT THE under the same patronage of five-time PM Sher
HEAD OF BHARAT Bahadur Deuba, who is abroad but will return
MATA. THE BLOOD shortly to face charges of corruption. The orig-
inal NC, led by stalwarts Purna Bahadur
BONDING WITH Khadka and Shekhar Koirala, has challenged,
NEPAL THROUGH through a review petition, the decision of the
GORKHA Election Commission and Supreme Court to
RECRUITMENT IS award the flag and party symbol to rebel youth
LIKELY TO BE leader Gagan Thapa, who held a special party
REVIEWED convention to be elected as NC party president.
From the single-largest party with 87 seats in
FOLLOWING A BIG the lastelection, it has crumbled to its lowest-
RALLY ever tally of 38 seats, still the second-largest
COMMENCING ON party thanks to the mixed electoral system.
JULY 29. FROM THE Thapa has decided to break with Left parties
GéRKHA in the Provincial Councils, where RSP has no

representation.

HEARTLAND IN Surprisingly, four-time PM KP Oli, who
LAMJUNG. THIS was the trigger of the Gen Z revolt last year,
STRATEGIC lds stil.l Ieadelr.olf CkP.lg-UML, his hlealth hold!ng
espite multiple kidney transplants, proving
NIRVANA OF power is the biggest aphrodisiac. China,
BILATERAL which is again recreating political space, is
RELATIONS attempting to bring together all Left parties,

The writer, a retired Major
General, served as
Commander, IPKF (South),
Sri Lanka, and was a
founder member of the
Defence Planning Staff, now
the Integrated Defence Staff

including four-time PM Prachanda and former
President Bidya Bhandari, spouse of leg-
endary Left leader Madan Bhandari, into a
grand Left alliance. It may end up in a surfeit
of former PMs with few stormtroopers.
Prachanda and Oli have allied to form gov-
ernments in five of seven provinces.

Once kingmakers, the Terai-based parties
and monarchists have been decimated by the
RSP tsunami, but former Raja Gyanendra still

hopes the monarchy, which is on the rise on
social media, will return. Home Minister
Sudan Gurung has announced a review of the
2000 Palace Massacre enquiry, when present
President Ramchandra Poudel was Home
Minister and Prince Gyanendra was in Pokhara.
Former Indian ambassador KV Rajan and
Atul K Thakur’s book, Kathmandu Chronicles,
has covered the horrendous event in stark
detail.

India enjoyed a fleeting sweet spot in
Nepal with back-to-back visits by Lamichhane
and Foreign Minister Shishir Khanal, who
said his visit to India could be termed ‘special’,
probably referring to India’s claim of “special
and unique bilateral relations”. For 250 years
now, Nepal has followed ‘balanced diplomat-
ic relations’ between India and China in
pursuit of the dictum enunciated by the
founder of modern Nepal, King Prithvi Narayan
Shah. In reality, this balance was always
tilted towards India due to strategic geogra-
phy and religious and cultural factors.

Advantage India has been diminished by the
entry of a third power, the US, which two
decades ago said it would follow India’s lead
in South Asia. That is no longer the case. US
Assistant Secretary of State for South and
Central Asia, Samir Paul Kapoor, made a
stand-alone visit to Nepal in April 2026,
notably not meeting Balen Shah. He warned
against Chinese ‘debt-trap diplomacy’ and
asserted that no single power should dominate
South Asia — a clear setback for India.

Nepal is India’s crown jewel in South Asia,
located at the head of Bharat Mata. The blood
bonding with Nepal through Gorkha recruit-
ment is likely to be reviewed following a big
rally commencing on July 29, from the Gorkha
heartland in Lamjung. This strategic nirvana
of bilateral relations

/
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Workers carry harvested jute stalks for retting by submerging them in water to

facilitate fibre extraction in Nadia district, West Bengal.
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RESTORING TRUST AND CREDIBILITY IN
INDIA’S EXAMINATION SYSTEM

Apropos of ‘A Digital Fix for a
Crisis of Trust’, published on 28
July. For years, exam paper leaks
have been a huge blot on a
system that needs structural
reforms. Question papers have
found their way into a few hands,
and the advent of the digital age
has made this easier. One paper
or even one mark can make or
break a student’s future.

There have been other
committees, but with UIDAI
founder-chairman Nandan
Nilekani at the helm, this one
brings credibility. It will have to
introduce safeguards at every
stage of the examination process —
setting question papers, checking
and finally declaring results.

In almost a decade of existence,
the NTA has not covered itself in
glory; there have been too many
failures. It should not work
merely as a contracting agency

but have permanent professionals
with expertise in question design,
psychometrics, cybersecurity and
logistics. Nor should the NTA
conduct every specialised
examination. A hybrid approach
could allow the NTA to conduct
examinations for certain all-India
seats, while states conduct their
own examinations, ensuring that
one leak does not affect all seats.

Technology should be used at
every stage. Questions should be
set by distributed teams,
independently reviewed,
calibrated and stored in
encrypted modules. No individual
should have access to the
complete paper.

The ultimate goal should be
that every candidate leaves the
examination centre confident that
merit and effort, not manipulation,
will decide their future.

BAL GOVIND | NOIDA
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Why true satisfaction begins with God

AJIT KUMAR
BISHNOI

2ND OPINION

There is a logical reason for it. We, souls, are parts of God
(The Bhagavad-Gita 15.7). Then, it stands to reason that
we can be satisfied only when God is in the loop. A simile
of a toddler and his mother will shed light on this matter.
Nothing pacifies the child until he is united with his
mother. Similarly, God must always be involved in our
life in order for us to feel satisfied; otherwise, it is not
possible.

Let us examine the veracity of this statement. We have
been given gross senses and subtle faculties, which are
the mind, intelligence and ‘ahankar’ (fake ego). Starting
with the senses, they always seek sense objects. The
tongue seeks tasty food. Does it ever get satisfied? It does
not. One must follow God’s instructions in this regard.
What has God instructed? One should eat what is right

for us, and neither too much nor too little (6.16 and 17).
How about seeing? Where do we go wrong in this regard
while seeking satisfaction? We see wrong content, strict-
ly prohibited by God, because it goes against ‘dharma’
(highest principles). Thus, we become our own enemy
(6.5 & 06).

Similar pleasures are sensuous. They never satisfy.
Otherwise, why would anyone indulge iniillicit relation-
ships, with big punishments waiting? God has given a
safe option, which is to enjoy within dharma, as permit-
ted by the social norm of marriage (7.11). Similar
restraint is required in choices made by us in talking,
hearing, etc.

Now turning to the mind, does it not hurt us time and
again by being uncontrolled? It does, in the form of

depression, etc.,and must be controlled to enable us to
feel satisfied. Lord Krishna has instructed us to practise
mind control by being detached (6.35). And this is pos-
sible only with God’s active help, as is our experience
also. Let us take objects of the mind. We all want lots of
wealth, don’t we? Does money by itself ensure proper
maintenance? God has to ensure it,and He does for His
devotees. How else do sannyasis exist, and quite well
too! The only real power is that of empowerment by God;
all others are temporary and are taken away sooner
rather than later. The same is the fate of fame; it lasts
as long as good, pious acts last.

Intelligence of the material kind can only help one earn
a living. Real intelligence lies in being wise. For this, one
must be connected to God — the Omniscient. He
guides, and one succeeds 100 per cent (10.11). The remain-
ing faculty of ‘ahankar’ is entirely harmful unless one gives
itup and takes active shelter of God, as Arjuna did (18.73).
Contrarily, what happened to Ravana and his over-
bloated ahankara?

Therefore, if we are really keen on having satisfaction,
we have to take shelter of God and remain there. The
senses will be satisfied, the mind will be peaceful, intel-
ligence will become wisdom and ahankara a dear friend.
Ask me, who is enjoying a very satisfactory life in the
shelter of my Lord.

( The writer is a spiritual teacher j

L ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Can Parliament become ‘Mangal Milan’?

The NDA’s choice to call its gathering Mangal Milan— an
auspicious union — raises a deeper question: why can’t
Parliament itself embody that spirit? Today’s scenario is
marked by adjournments, walkouts and partisan shout-
ing, reducing debate to spectacle rather than dialogue.
A Mangal Milan Parliament would mean sessions where
diverse voices meet in harmony, guided by respect and
accountability. Instead of obstruction, the Opposition could
offer constructive criticism; instead of grandstanding, the
ruling benches could prioritise problem-solving.

To achieve this, all stakeholders must act responsibly.
Government benches should lead with transparency and
respect for dissent. Opposition parties must replace dis-
ruption with reasoned alternatives, while presiding offi-
cers need to enforce rules firmly and curb disorder.
Members of Parliament must commit to punctuality, pre-
paredness and civility. The media and civil society
should highlight substantive debate rather than sensa-
tional chaos, while citizens must demand discipline and
encourage cooperative politics. Presently, Parliament
resembles a fractured arena. A Mangal Milan Parliament,
in contrast, would be a crucible of unity, where disagree-
ment sharpens policy rather than divides society, and dia-
logue becomes the nation’s auspicious meeting ground.

0 PRASADA RAO | HYDERABAD

Sporting glory deserves the spotlight

These are proud moments for India, with the country
winning ten medals, including two gold, five silver and
three bronze, so far at the Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow. However, the NEET uproar has grabbed the head-
lines, pushing our Commonwealth heroes to the back
pages. Sports lovers are on cloud nine.

The winning performances of gold medallists Mirabai
Chanu (weightlifting) and Sharmila Dhankar (para-athlet-
ics); silver medallists Rishikanta Singh (weightlifting), Raja
Muthupandi (weightlifting), Sarvesh Kushare (athletics),
Valluri Ajaya Babu (weightlifting) and Gyaneshwari Yadav
(weightlifting); and bronze medallists Jhandu Kumar (para-
powerlifting), Bindyarani Devi (weightlifting) and Shilpa
Shyla (para-athletics) have further raised hopes of increas-
ing India’s medal tally.

The other victories, including Esha Singh’s achievement
at the ISSFWorld Cup and the Indian men’s entry into the
World Junior Squash team event, are also significant
achievements. At a time when sporting excellence is bring-
ing pride to the country, these athletes deserve greater
recognition and visibility. Their dedication, discipline and
success on the international stage should inspire
the nation. Such sporting laurels surely deserve promi-
nent headlines.

VINOD JOHRI | DELHI

A wider vision for education

The Experts Committee chaired by K. Radhakrishnan sub-
mitted a report in October 2024 titled Reformation of
National Common Entrance Testing, covering over 100 rec-
ommendations on improving examination security and
restoring the credibility of national entrance examinations.
In essence, the Radhakrishnan report was an operational
reform blueprint. It seeks to make examinations secure,
transparent and professionally managed. It does not fun-
damentally revisit India’s education philosophy, curricu-
lum, skills agenda or research ecosystem. That broader
strategic task is precisely where the Nilekani committee
could make a lasting contribution. The Nilekani commit-
tee must, therefore, be entrusted with a far wider
mandate. India does not merely need leak-proof exam-
inations; it needs an inspirational education policy
aligned with the demands of the coming decade. Artificial
intelligence, quantum technologies, biotechnology,
advanced manufacturing and climate science are rapidly
redefining the nature of work. The question today ought
to be less about how students should be tested and more
about what they should be taught and what capabilities
they must acquire. If the Radhakrishnan report secures
the credibility of examinations, the Nilekani committee

should define the onward purpose of education itself.
R NARAYANAN | NAVI MUMBAI
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Why Chhattisgarh is betting on
trust-based governance

Ease of doing business is often measured by rankings, but its real test lies in the confidence it gives investors.
With the enactment of the Chhattisgarh Ease of Doing Business Act, 2026, the state has gone beyond
administrative reforms to make time-bound approvals and government accountability a matter of law

When a state gives
legal backing to trust-
based governance for
businesses, it is not
merely improving a
process. It is changing
the relationship
between government
and enterprise. With
the Chhattisgarh Ease
VISHNU DEO SAI of Doing Business Act,

2026, passed by our
Vidhan Sabha on July 16, Chhattisgarh has chosen to
make ease of doing business a legal commitment, not
an administrative promise. For investors, entrepre-
neurs and enterprises, this matters because certain-
ty must be written into systems, timelines and
accountability structures.

This Act is built on a simple belief: honest enterprise
should not be held back by avoidable approvals,
repeated renewals or overlapping permissions.
Investors value opportunity, but they value pre-
dictability just as much. Entrepreneurs value speed,
but they also need a government system that
responds with clarity. Our reform gives them both:
fewer unnecessary steps and a stronger guarantee
that the State will act within a defined framework.
We did not design this law for rankings. We designed
it for outcomes.

For decades, regulatory systems often treated
every industry in the same way, irrespective of
scale, activity or risk. A small start-up and a large
industrial project could face near-identical scrutiny,
even when the nature of what needed to be checked
was entirely different. In many cases, businesses had
to seek more than one approval for the same activ-
ity. Such systems did not make governance stronger.
They only spread scrutiny thin, delayed genuine eco-
nomic activity and reduced the time that government
could spend on areas where oversight was genuine-
ly required.

The Chhattisgarh Ease of Doing Business Act
replaces this approach with a risk-proportionate
system. Low-risk enterprises can proceed through self-
certification, without physical inspection. Medium-
risk enterprises can obtain certification through
empanelled third-party experts. High-risk enterpris-
es will continue to be subjected to thorough techni-
cal due diligence because trust-based governance
cannot mean ignoring risk.

But even in such cases, scrutiny will operate
under a defined clock. If a certificate is not issued
within the timeline prescribed under the Chhattisgarh
Lok Sewa Guarantee Act, the approval will be deemed
to have been granted. Any delay beyond three days
will be escalated directly to the Executive Committee.
We have chosen to enforce certainty through law, not
leave it to discretion.

The principle behind this design is clear.
Government oversight should be strongest where risk
is highest and lightest where risk is low. This is not
deregulation. It is better regulation. If an enterprise
carries limited risk, the system should not force it
through unnecessary layers of approval. If an enter-
prise requires technical assessment, the State must
retain that scrutiny, but it must also hold itself
accountable for doing the work within time. The Act
therefore reduces compliance where it is excessive,
while preserving transparency and safeguards where
they are needed.

We have also created an institutional structure
capable of delivering this reform. The Executive
Council, chaired by me, will set policy direction,
amend the schedule where required and exercise final
authority over Executive Committee decisions. The
Executive Committee, chaired by the Chief Secretary,
will oversee implementation and act as the appellate
body for district-level decisions. The District
Empowered Committee, chaired by the Collector, will
review district-level authorities so that delays are iden-
tified early and resolved before they become a
barrier for businesses. Reform cannot rest only on
intent; it needs institutions that can monitor, correct
and enforce.

Trust must also be earned continuously. That is why
the Act includes safeguards for both businesses and
the public system. It overrides conflicting provisions
in other state laws so that a business is not caught
between contradictory requirements. It holds officers

THE CHHATTISGARH
EASE OF DOING
BUSINESS ACT
ENVISAGES A
PROPORTIONATE
SYSTEM. LOW-RISK
ENTERPRISES CAN
PROCEED THROUGH
SELF-CERTIFICATION,
WITHOUT PHYSICAL
INSPECTION.
MEDIUM-RISK
ENTERPRISES CAN
OBTAIN
CERTIFICATION
THROUGH
EMPANELLED THIRD-
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accountable for delays through Section 14 and the
provisions of the Lok Sewa Guarantee Act. It allows the State
to revoke an approval where necessary, but only after a
show-cause notice, a hearing and recorded reasons.
At the same time, bona fide actions taken in good faith are
explicitly protected. This balance is important. We are step-
ping back from unnecessary gatekeeping, but not from
responsibility.

The scale of the reform is significant. The Act consolidates
43 services across nine state Acts and eight departments,
covering urban administration, industries, culture, home
affairs, water resources and public works. Earlier, reform
often meant amending one law or one service at a time.
That approach could deliver progress, but only incremen-
tally. Chhattisgarh has now created an omnibus legal archi-
tecture that can absorb future reforms without requiring
repeated legislative change. This makes the system more
adaptable and gives investors greater confidence that
reform will not remain trapped in isolated departmental
changes.

The biggest beneficiaries will be our more than 15 lakh
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. MSMEs are the back-
bone of Chhattisgarh’s economy. They create livelihoods,
support local supply chains and take opportunities beyond
large industrial centres. For them, compliance time is not
an abstract burden. It is time taken away from production,
employment, customers and expansion. Every hour saved
from avoidable approval or renewal processes is an hour
that can be invested in growth. When government reduces
unnecessary friction, small businesses gain the space to
focus on building, hiring and serving markets.

This reform also reflects a larger national direction. It
responds to the Prime Minister’s call for a nationwide dereg-
ulation drive, for it is central to India’s Viksit Bharat ambi-
tion. Chhattisgarh has chosen the more ambitious path:
a comprehensive omnibus law, rather than a narrower
service-by-service amendment. In doing so, we are align-
ing state-level governance with the national objective of
building a more competitive, more responsive and more
enterprise-friendly India.

In every interaction with investors, one message consis-
tently emerges: businesses value certainty as much as
opportunity. Capital moves towards governments that are
consistent, where approvals are time-bound and institu-
tions are accountable. Incentives matter, but they are not
enough.

As India advances towards Viksit Bharat 2047, states will
increasingly compete on the quality of governance they
offer. A state that can provide clarity, speed and account-
ability will become a more natural destination for invest-
ment and entrepreneurship.

With this Act, Chhattisgarh has set that standard for itself.
We have chosen trust over red tape, partnership over pro-
cedure and accountability over discretion. Our message
to entrepreneurs across India and investors around the
world is direct: Chhattisgarh is ready to work with you
through a governance system that respects your time, pro-
tects public interest and supports growth. Come and expe-
rience a state confidentin its potential and ready to build
the next chapter of India’s growth story together.

India’s thin state:
Too few, too well paid

For more than three decades, India’s economic reform
debate has revolved around a familiar belief: the gov-
ernment is too large, the bureaucracy is bloated, and
the public sector is a burden on taxpayers. The prescrip-
tion has therefore been equally familiar - privatise, down-
size and outsource. The evidence, however, tells a
remarkably different story. Far from being overstaffed,
India has one of the smallest public sectors in the world
relative to the size of its workforce. The real challenge
is not an oversized state but an understaffed one that
pays a relatively small number of employees exception-
ally well, leaving too little fiscal space to recruit the teach-
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ers, nurses, police officers, judges and technical special-
ists the country desperately needs.

This combination has created a chronic deficit in state capacity that increasingly limits
India’s economic ambitions. India’s public sector employs only about 3.3 per cent of
the country’s workforce, even after including central and state governments, local bodies
and public sector undertakings. In absolute numbers, this amounts to around 17-18
million employees, making it the second-largest public workforce in Asia after China.
Yet, relative to the country’s workforce of more than 550 million people, India has the
thinnest state among major Asian economies. The contrast is striking.

Around 23 per cent of China’s workforce is employed by the public sector. South Korea

employs roughly 10.7 per cent, Indonesia about 8.9 per cent, while both Japan and
Vietnam are close to 8 per cent. Contrary to popular perception, the stereotypical “bloated
sarkari system” simply does not exist when viewed through an international lens. This
shortage becomes most visible at the point where government actually meets the citizen.
India has only around 150 police personnel per 100,000 population, well below the
United Nations benchmark of 222. The judiciary has barely 21 judges per million people,
compared with 50 to well over 100 in most developed countries. Vacancies in govern-
ment schools, primary health centres and rural development departments remain a
persistent feature across states. Policies are ultimately implemented not by cabinet
ministers or senior civil servants but by frontline workers. A district collector cannot
compensate for an absent nurse, an unfilled teaching post or a missing agricultural
extension officer.
Administrative excellence
at the top cannot substi-
tute for the absence of
people on the ground.

India’s implementa-
tion deficit is as much a
staffing problem as a gov-
ernance problem. Yet this
shortage exists alongside
another anomaly: India
pays its public employees
extraordinarily well rela-
tive to the rest of the
economy. World Bank
studies show that public-
sector wages exceed
those in the formal private sector by 62 to 102 per cent, while the premium over India’s
informal workforce ranges from 164 to 259 per cent. Development economist Karthik
Muralidharan estimates that nearly 95 per cent of government jobs pay around five
times the median Indian wage.

India spends roughly 8 per cent of GDP on public-sector wages, comparable to many
OECD countries. But while advanced economies use similar expenditure to supporta
much larger workforce, India spends it on far fewer employees. The result is fewer teach-
ers, doctors, police personnel and technical experts. East Asia offers a contrast. Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan and China built capable states that coordinated investment, devel-
oped infrastructure, nurtured human capital and supported strategic industries. India’s
post-1991 reforms dismantled many controls associated with the licence-permit raj but
did not build an equally capable developmental state.

China has a deeply layered administrative system supported by specialised plan-
ning agencies and technical institutions. India increasingly relies on contracting out
services while maintaining a relatively thin administrative backbone. The weakness
extends to foreign policy. India’s diplomatic cadre comprises only around 950 Indian
Foreign Service officers across nearly 200 missions worldwide, while China employs
several thousand career diplomats. For a country seeking global leadership and a larger
strategic role, such limited capacity creates unavoidable constraints.

The Ministry of External Affairs inevitably concentrates its attention on a handful of
relationships - primarily China, Pakistan and the United States - because it simply lacks
the manpower to devote sustained attention elsewhere. Training officers in specialised
areas such as climate negotiations, technology governance or artificial intelligence often
leaves desks understaffed. India’s global ambitions are therefore increasingly running
ahead of its institutional capacity to support them. Ultimately, this is also an employ-
ment issue.

Expanding public-sector recruitment will not solve India’s entire jobs challenge, but
filling existing shortages in education, healthcare, policing, justice and agricultural exten-
sion would create productive employment while significantly improving public service
delivery. These are not artificial jobs; they are positions that government norms already
recognise as necessary but remain vacant. The long-standing assumption that India’s
public sector is too large has become increasingly detached from empirical reality.

The country does not need a smaller state. It needs a more capable one. The next
phase of India’s development will depend as much on strengthening institutions as
on expanding markets. Economic growth, industrial policy, infrastructure development
and effective governance all require a state with adequate numbers of skilled profes-
sionals at every level — from policy specialists in New Delhi to teachers in village schools
and nurses in primary health centres.

The lesson from East Asia is therefore straightforward. Prosperity was built not by
abandoning the state but by building one that was competent, specialised and capable
ofworking alongside markets. India’s challenge today is not to shrink government further,
but to expand its capacity intelligently. That means addressing both sides of the equa-
tion simultaneously: strengthening expertise at the top while rebuilding the frontline
workforce that delivers public services. Without that
balance, India risks remaining a country with ambitious ( The writer is the President and CEO
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Beyond policy: Putting mothers at the heart of child care

When we discuss
how we can
better support
vulnerable chil-
dren, the conver-
sation often
centres on policy
and infrastruc-
ture. While those
are necessary,
they are only the
skeleton of a solu-
tion. The heart of
any child care
system, the part
that actually brings it to life, is the mother. In
our country, we have a long and beautiful tra-
dition where the family is the foundation of
everything.

For a child who has lost that foundation,
the world becomes a loud and terrifying
place. You cannot fix that with a dormitory or
a rotating shift of staff. You fix it with a
person who stays. In these cases, a foster
mother who provides a strong and caring pres-
ence is the only thing that can truly make a dif-
ference in their lives.

A mother is a representative of stable rela-
tionships. She provides a protective setting
where a child does not just exist but has a real
opportunity for holistic development. It is
through her that a child learns to trust again.
This is not just about basic caregiving. It is
about the security, love, and stability that every
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human being needs to survive. One of the most
incredible things to witness is how a mother
builds resilience in her children through her
own inner power. She does not just shield them
from the world. She prepares them for it. She
plays the role of a teacher, a friend, and a
mentor all at once. By building a close and indi-
vidual relationship with each of her children,
she creates a caring family environment
where they feel safe enough to take risks.

She is the one who encourages participation
and confidence, helping a child find their own
voice. She acts as a guide to ensure they have
every opportunity to thrive rather than just get
by. She is always ready to go the extra mile,
often sacrificing her own comfort for the
well-being of her children. There is simply no
substitute for a mother. For children who have
faced the hardship of being alone, the role of
motherhood becomes even more crucial.
They do not just need a roof. They need a
parent who is ready to sit by the bed at three
in the morning or celebrate a small victory at
school.

What makes this bond so powerful is that she
is not just fulfilling a duty. She is enjoying the
journey of motherhood herself. This mutual joy
is what transforms a house into a home. It is
in the quiet moments like shared meals,
evening talks, bedtime stories and a steady
presence that a child’s trauma begins to
soften and their potential begins to bloom. Let
us recognise that for a vulnerable child, a
mother is not just a part of their life.

A mother can transform a childhood memory
into a happy memory, transforming children
into self-reliant individuals and ensuring they
grow up with the strong bonds to become their
strongest selves. If we want to raise a gener-
ation of healthy and confident citizens, we
must ensure that the mother remains the
heartbeat of our care systems.

If we cannot provide a child with a hand to
hold and a heart to lean on, are we really giving
them a future or are we just providing a place
to stay?

If we really want to honour mothers and give
her the rightful place we should remember that
the greatest gift society can offer a vulnerable
child is not merely protection but belonging.

Policies, funding and institutions are indispens-
able, yet they achieve their true purpose only
when they create space for loving human rela-
tionships. A child who has experienced loss
does not simply need food, education and
healthcare. They need someone who knows
their fears, celebrates their milestones, com-
forts them after failure and believes in their
potential even when they cannot believe in
themselves.

That unwavering presence is what a mother,
whether biological, adoptive or foster, unique-
ly provides.The strength of a nation is ultimate-
ly measured not by the size of its institutions
but by the quality of care it extends to its most
vulnerable citizens. By nurturing children
with love, stability and emotional security,
mothers help shape resilient, compassionate
and self-reliant individuals who go on to
strengthen society in return.

Investing in motherhood within child care
is therefore not an act of charity; it is an invest-
ment in the country’s future. If we aspire to
build a compassionate and confident India, we
must place mothers at the centre of every child
welfare system, ensuring that every child
grows up not merely with a roof overhead, but
with a hand to hold, a heart to trust and a
family to call their own.

The writer is the Chief Executive Officer of SOS
Children’s Villages India




Your Trusted
Management
Advisory

www.transglobeadvisors.in

Order Order

Kolkata court sends 16
NEET protesters to jail

A city court on Tuesday
remanded 16 people arrested
in connection with violence
during a NEET paper leak
protest by the Left students’
organisations to judicial
custody till July 30.

Several journalists were
injured when some people
attacked them during the
march from Sealdah station to
Esplanade in central Kolkata.

Refusing their bail prayers,
the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate’s Court here
remanded the 16 accused, against whom provisions of the
newly legislated stringent Goonda Act have been applied,
until July 30.

Following Friday's unruly scenes during the rally, Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari had stated that those who
indulged in violence during the march had no connection to
the NEET paper leak protest and were suspected to be anti-
national elements. The state Government claimed that at
least 70 people identified in connection with the violence
were neither students nor members of the Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP), and had no direct link with the movement
against the alleged NEET paper leak.

The state's counsel, seeking their remand, argued before
the court that releasing the accused persons on bail would
severely hamper the investigation. (PTI)
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SC urged to set up SIT to fix police
liability for attack on protesters

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday was vehemently
urged to set up an SIT headed
by a former judge of the
court to fix responsibility up
to higher echelons of police
departments of various states
for alleged excesses on stu-
dents during the nationwide
protests against the NEET
paper leak.

Stressing the need for a fair
and independent probe, the
top court, while issuing a
slew of interim directions,
restrained states from taking
any coercive action against
protesters in the recent
student-led agitation and
directed them to release
those under 18 on the condi-
tion that none should have
any criminal antecedents.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana heard a
battery of lawyers including
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta for the Centre and
the Delhi Police.

Senior advocates
Abhishek Singhvi, Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, Shyam
Divan, Vrinda Grover and
Prashant Bhushan appeared

for petitioners who were
alleging police brutalities on
the protesters.

For a change, it was the CJI,
who started narrating specif-
ic cases of alleged police
atrocities. “One case is the
use of pellet guns which
harmed a young boy, then
use of electric batons
which led to life-threatening
injuries, then there is the
issue of injuring video
persons also.

“Then a police officer was
assaulted while he was in civil
dress...a woman was slapped
also by a police officer and
some cases of molestation
also at the hands of police,”
the CJI said. He said there was
no need for elaborate argu-
ments. It was a peaceful
protest by students raising

demands, and it is constitu-
tionally protected, he added.
“The ones who want to
prevent it indulge in excess
use of force. Then some com-
plaints about police officer
families. They say that others
with an agenda entered the
protest and tried to become
co-hosts. So, why should
there not be an independent
probe into all of it,” the CJI
said. Sankaranarayanan then
proceeded to argue the case
and said the matter concerns
the protests that have taken
place across the country.
“The incidents are not
limited to Delhi or Jantar
Mantar alone. They include
protests and related inci-
dents in Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Agra in Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal and

several other States,” he said.

There are multiple inci-
dents arising out of these
protests and various peti-
tions raise allegations of
police excesses, including
lathi-charge, use of pellet
guns, brutality against stu-
dents and other actions by
the police, he said.

“Legally, there needs to
be an order under Section
144 etc. There was nothing
for Jantar Mantar. Such
cases came during the
Ramlila Maidan protest also.
Then there were guidelines
laid down for how to
prevent it,” he said.

The court said the allega-
tions raised in the petitions
required a “thorough, inde-
pendent, fair and transpar-
ent” inquiry and observed
that responsibility must be
fixed if any excesses were
committed. “There has to be
a completely independent
probe. Whoever has com-
mitted excess, law will take
its course. Probe is meaning-
less if no responsibility is
fixed,” the C|I said.

The court described the
protests as “peaceful demon-
strations” by students and
said it is needed to address
the kind of force used against
the protesters.

Ghost student scam: Court
sentences TN school officials

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ranipet

A court here sentenced the
correspondent and head-
mistress of a Government-
aided school to fouryears of
rigorous imprisonment for
fabricating records to create
187 “ghost” students and
siphon off Government
funds. An official release from
DVAC on Tuesday said those
convicted were Karunagara
Sanjeev Doss, correspondent,
and Alice Thabitha Vijay
Kumari, Headmistress of
Vitva Ratna Villa Government
Aided Primary School. They
were also fined ¥35,000 and
%40,000, respectively.

The scam was unearthed
on August 27,2012, following
ajointsurprise inspection by
the Directorate of Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption (DVAC),
Vellore detachment, along-
side inspection cell officers.

Investigations revealed
that while the school’s actual

student strength was signif-

icantly lower, official reg-
istries were manipulated to
reflect an inflated strength
of 259 pupils.

By padding the rolls with
187 non-existent students,
the duo illegally secured
sanction for six excess
teaching posts.

They wrongfully drew
Government benefits, includ-
ing%4,67,121 toward salaries
for the unneeded staff and
32,762 meant for noon meal
allocations, causing a total
financial loss of over ¥4.69
lakh to the state exchequer.

Following a detailed
investigation, the DVAC filed
a chargesheet before the
court in Ranipet.

Delivering the verdict on
July 27,2026, the court held
both accused guilty of crim-
inal misconduct and misap-
propriation of public funds,
sentencing them to four
years of hard labour to
reinforce strict account-
ability in State-aided
educational institutions.

Delhi court allows woman to lead
defence in cheque bounce case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Court orders mental health
test in Assembly breach case

A Delhi court has directed
the Institute of Human
Behaviour and Allied
Sciences (IHBAS) to
constitute a medical
board to examine
whether Sarabjeet Singh,
an accused in the Delhi
Assembly security breach
case, is of unsound mind
and incapable of entering
his defence.

The order came after
the counsel for the
accused submitted that
Singh was suffering from
bipolar disorder and
sought directions for the constitution of a medical board.

Additional Sessions Judge Ankur Jain was hearing the
plea filed by the accused under the Mental Healthcare Act
and ordered that he be produced before the Director of IBHS
whenever required.

Singh, 37, allegedly crashed his car through a gate of the
Assembly complex and injured a security guard on duty on
April 6,2026. He was sent to judicial custody after police
interrogation on April 5. Allowing his plea, the court, in the
order dated July 27, directed the Director of IHBAS to
constitute a board comprising specialists as required under
the Mental Healthcare Act to examine whether the inmate
was of unsound mind and incapable of entering his
defence. The court noted that the previous medical
documents relied upon by the defence had been verified by
the investigating officer. The prosecution also said it had no
objection to the constitution of the medical board.

The court directed that a copy of the order be sent to the
IHBAS director for compliance and asked the investigating
officer to ensure that the medical board was constituted and
the accused examined. The matter has been listed for
further proceedings on August 11. Singh is believed to be a
“follower of the Kisan Andolan (farmers’ agitation)”. He has
shared several posts on social media platforms expressing
support for farmer leaders who lost their lives during the
2020-21 agitation. (PTI)

Delhi HC asks ECI to limit
SIR burden on teachers

Underscoring the need to
balance the students’ right to
education with the ongoing
SIR of electoral rolls, the Delhi
High Court on Tuesday asked
the Election Commission of
India (ECI) to be "“sensitive” to
the condition of Government
school teachers requisitioned
for the exercise and ensure
that they are not
overburdened.

A bench of Chief Justice DK
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas
Karia said the Special Intensive Revision was undoubtedly
“important” but expressed displeasure at the “threatening”
tenor of an ECI order to principals not to obstruct
election-related work.

The bench also directed the authorities to keep in mind
that undue stress is not caused to the teachers who have
been called upon to act as booth level officers (BLOs) and
enumeration staff after working for long hours in school.

“What we all want from you is to be a bit sensitive to their
situation. We are not curtailing your right. We are conscious
of the human condition which these teachers are
undergoing. Asking any teacher to work for eleven hours.
Teaching staff, mostly, it is women. They have children, their
families. You have to humanise their conditions. What
language you have applied while issuing this order. Are you
creating fear or what?" the bench told the ECI. "We do not
undermine the exercise being undertaken by the ECI. The
issue is how to strike a balance with Section 27 of the Right
to Education Act. It appears that you are least bothered
about the Right to Education Act. The kind of language that
you have used in this. The whole tenor of the letter is
threatening,” it added.

(PTI)

Underlining that a “single
opportunity” does not consti-
tute a “sufficient opportunity”
under the law, a Delhi court
has set aside a magistrate’s
order that closed a woman’s
right to lead defence evidence
in a cheque bounce case.

Additional Sessions Judge
Shefali Barnala Tandon also
said that the Constitution
guarantees a fair trial, which
includes a reasonable
opportunity of defence for
the accused.

In an order dated July 22, the
court said, “Law is well settled
that a fair trial is the founda-
tion of justice and without
affording an accused the
opportunity to present a
defence, the trial is rendered
a mere formality rather than
a judicial process.”

It noted that the revision
petition was filed against the
magisterial court order of
August 2025, closing the
opportunity of the accused or
revisionist, Manju Devi, to lead
defence evidence in a

complaint filed by one Sunita
Devi under the Negotiable
Instruments (NI) Act
provision.

According to the revision-
ist, the complainant’s evi-
dence was closed in March
2025, and the matter was
adjourned to July 30 for her to
file a list of witnesses and an
application to examine
herself. On that date, however,
the magistrate observed that
no steps had been taken by
the accused and immediately
closed her right to lead
defence evidence.

Setting aside the order, the
court said it is apparent that
the revisionist was denied

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Kolkata

partners”.

The Calcutta High Court
has directed West Bengal
police to provide adequate
security and ensure a seam-
less inter-faith marriage in
Howrah on Wednesday,
observing that “adult citi-
zens of this country have
theright to choose their life

her basic right to defend
herself. It said, “Article 21 (pro-
tection of life and personal
liberty) of the Constitution
guarantees a fair trial which
includes a reasonable oppor-
tunity for the accused to
defend himself/herself. A
single opportunity does not
constitute ‘Sufficient
Opportunity’ under the law.”

The court also referred to
Section 346 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) corresponding to the
erstwhile Section 309 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC), dealing with the
“power to postpone or

The observation by the
court came while hearing a
plea by a woman and a
man of different faiths who
sought police protection to
solemnise the marriage,
with their counsel claiming
they faced opposition from
locals over their decision.

The Superintendent of
Police of Howrah (Rural)
AmitVerma said on Tuesday
that adequate steps were
being taken in compliance
with the high court’s order.
Acting on the petition, Justice
Saugata Bhattacharyya on
Monday directed the police
to provide adequate pro-
tection to the petitioners

is to be solemnised on
Wednesday.

“This court does not find
any hindrance evenifitis a
case of inter-faith marriage
since the petitioners are
adult citizens of this country
and they have the right to
choose their life partners,”
Justice Bhattacharyya
observed. The court direct-
ed the police to ensure that
no untoward incident takes
place during the wedding.

Justice Bhattacharyya
directed the inspector in-
charge of Uluberia police
station in Howrah to file a
compliance report within
seven days after the marriage

adjourn proceedings.”

during their marriage, which

is solemnised and posted

Adults have right to choose their
life partners, says Calcutta HC

hearing in the matter on
August 10. Representing the
petitioners, senior advocate
Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharya
told the court thata furore in
the locality over their deci-
sion led the man and woman
to fear that they may be pre-
vented from solemnising the
marriage.

Representing the state,
Additional Advocate
General Rajdeep Mazumder
presented in the court a
communication of the
inspector in-charge of
Uluberia police station, dis-
closing that certain steps
have been taken by the
authorities to maintain
peace in the locality.

Final report of AAIB in Ahmedabad plane crash to be filed in October, SC told

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday was apprised by the
Government that the draft
final report of the probe con-
ducted by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) into the June
2025 Air India flight Al-171
crash in Ahmedabad will be
filed before it in the first
week of October in a
sealed cover.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and V

Mohana also took note of the
submissions of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta that
the Federation of Indian Pilots
can provide its inputs to the
AAIB which, in turn, can
peruse and deal with them if
found necessary during the
investigation.

During a brief hearing, the
solicitor general told the
bench that four simulation
tests have been conducted as
sought in an application by
one of the petitioners. The
law officer said that the final
draft report will be filed
before the bench in a sealed

cover. The court was hearing
petitions filed by an NGO, a
law student and the father of
the deceased pilot, seeking
an independent, court-mon-
itored investigation into the
crash. The bench has now

posted the pleas for further
hearing on October 13.
Recently, the AAIB filed an
affidavit in the top court
saying that the draft final
report of the probe into the
crash in Ahmedabad, which

killed 260 people, is expect-
ed to be ready in October.

The AAIB had said there is
an “absolute statutory prohi-
bition” on disclosing cockpit
voice recordings and air-
borne image recordings from
the June 12,2025, Ahmedabad
plane crash to any external
committee or the public.

It had said that sharing
such material would violate
Rule 17(1) and Rule 17(5) read
with Schedule C of the Aircraft
(Investigation of Accidents
and Incidents) Rules, 2025.

Prior to this, bench had
asked the Centre to file a brief

report on the “procedural
protocol” followed so far,
afteritwas informed that the
investigation into the crash
by the AAIB is at its fag end.

Air India’s Boeing 787-8
flight Al171, en route to
London’s Gatwick airport,
was operated by pilot-in-
command Captain Sumeet
Sabharwal and co-pilot
Captain Clive Kunder.

The crash took place after
the plane took off from
Gujarat’s Ahmedabad.
Former Gujarat chief minister
Vijay Rupani was among
the victims.

HC dismisses petition in Jauhar University
matter after Govt contests maintainability

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Prayagraj

The Allahabad High Court has
refused to entertain a petition
filed by a businessman on
behalf of Mohammad Ali
Jauhar University against the
demolition of its buildings,
observing that the pleader is
anoutsider and not an official
of the institution.

As the matter came up
before the court, a preliminary
objection was raised by the
Additional Advocate General
(AAG) Anupam Trivedi on the
maintainability of the petition.

“This writ petition is being
sworn by a person, namely
Mohammad Yusuf, who is by
occupation a businessman
and is being appointed as
a pairokar (pleader) of
Mohammad Ali Jauhar
University.” A university is

always represented through
its Registrar or any official
working there. A stranger
cannot approach on behalf of
the university, the AAG
argued. Following prelimi-
nary objection regarding the
maintainability of the petition,
Justice Saurabh Shyam
Shamshery, in his order
passed on Monday, refused to
hear the matter.

“After going through the
records of writ petition, Court
finds merit in the objection

raised by learned Additional
Advocate General appearing
on behalf of State,” the judge
said. The court finds that “in
the interest of justice, the
present writ petition can be
disposed of so that proceed-
ings initiated against the peti-
tioner Trust/University be
brought to its logical conclu-
sion,” the judge said.
Meanwhile, the Moradabad
Divisional Commissioner’s
court had on Monday granted
interim relief to the universi-

ty, founded by Samajawadi
Party leader Azam Khan,
staying the proposed demoli-
tion of 38 buildings on its
campus until the final hearing
in the case.

Divisional Commissioner
Anjaneya Kumar Singh told PTI
that the interim stay was
granted after the university’s
counsel submitted an applica-
tion. He said the proceedings
cannot be held on Tuesday,
the scheduled date for
hearing, as a condolence
meeting has been planned fol-
lowing the death of an
advocate in Moradabad.

“The application moved by
the university’s counsel has
been accepted and demoli-
tion of any structure has been
stayed till further orders. The
stay will remain in force until
the final hearing in the
matter,” Singh said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Mumbai

The Bombay High Court has
asked the Maharashtra
Government to clarify its
stand on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent
appeal urging devotees to
use eco-friendly clay idols
during the upcoming
Ganesh festival.

A bench of Justices Ajay
Gadkari and Kamal Khata
questioned the state while
hearing a bunch of peti-
tions against the use of
Plaster of Paris (PoP) idols,
granting Advocate General
Milind Sathe time till
Wednesday to clarify the
Government’s stand.

The Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) had
prohibited Plaster of Paris
(PoP) idols in its 2020 guide-

lines. The court cited PM

HC seeks Maharashtra’s stand
on PM’s clay idol appeal

Modi’s ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address
aired on Sunday, in which he
urged people to use eco-
friendly clay idols, and asked
the Government about its
response to the same.

Last year, after the CPCB
stated that its guidelines
were advisory in nature,
the court allowed the
immersion of PoP idols over
six feet in natural water
bodies as per the state
Government’s 2025 policy.
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“A university built only for
placement is a pipeline; one
built for enterprise must give

ideas the structure and space to
survive,” states Prof Indranil
Manna, Vice Chancellor of BIT
Mesra. Having navigated both
industry floors and elite
academic corridors, the
distinguished academic pioneer
outlines a bold vision for India’s
technical education. In an
exclusive conversation with The
Pioneer, Prof Manna discusses
shifting corporate demands, the
necessity of cross-disciplinary
research, surviving the
generative Al wave, and why
tomorrow’s engineers must
prioritise solving fundamental
problems over chasing
corporate titles.

INTERVIEW / BUILDING ENGINEERS OF TOMORROW

BEYOND PLACEMENTS & CODE

Professor Manna, what is the biggest shift in
what industries expect from engineering
graduates today?

Engineering fundamentals have remained largely
constant, but the tools and skills used to apply
them have changed rapidly. From an era without
computers or robotics, we have moved to 10T,
parallel computing, GPUs and Al, which are
reshaping even fundamental sciences. Having
worked in industry before joining IIT Kharagpur
in 1985, I have seen hiring expectations change
too. Employers once recruited graduates for what
they knew and trained them further; today, they
value how quickly they can learn and adapt. The
India Skills Report 2025 places engineering
employability at 71.5 per cent, but a transcript
alone is rarely enough. Recruiters look for artic-
ulation, integrity, adaptability, projects, and
internships. Yet fundamentals remain non-
negotiable: an engineer must still know the core
principles of the discipline.

Why is cross-disciplinary innovation critical for
students seeking high-impact careers today?

My own discipline settled this question long ago.
Metallurgy became materials science by absorb-
ing physics, chemistry and mechanical engineer-
ing, and is now incorporating machine learning
for materials discovery and design. As National
Coordinator of IMPRINT, | saw India’s engineer-
ing challenges mapped across ten domains, none
of which could be addressed within a single
department. IMPRINT-II reinforced this: propos-
als working at disciplinary interfaces and showing
potential for application received backing. An
affordable diagnostic device needs biology,
electronics and data science; an electric power-
train brings together materials, power electron-
ics and software. NEP 2020 now supports this
approach through flexible credits and cross-
stream learning. A student’s major provides
depth, but future careers will depend on connect-
ing that expertise across disciplines to create fea-
sible, sustainable solutions.

How does BIT Mesra’s

investment in

advanced Al

infrastructure enhance

students’ global

competitiveness and career

readiness?

We have committed %100 crore

from our own resources to

establish an NVIDIA-powered Centre

of Excellence in Artificial Intelligence,
operational by December 2026 with eight
NVIDIA DGX B200 systems. It will serve nearly
12,000 students and 660 faculty members,
while remaining accessible to researchers,

startups, strategic departments, industry and
other collaborators. My international research
experience has shown that talent alone
cannot produce globally competitive research;
access to advanced facilities matters equally.
Today, simulation and modelling are as critical
as experimentation across fields from drug
discovery and VLSI to climate science and
manufacturing. Such computing infrastructure
remains limited in Jharkhand and eastern
India. Aligned with the IndiaAl and India
Semiconductor Missions, the Centre forms
part of BIT Mesra’s wider, sustained
investment in research infrastructure and
institutional partnerships.

How can academia encourage
young engineers to choose
research and innovation over
immediate high-paying corporate
careers?

I chose research in 1985, a career
that has given me problems worth
solving and the opportunity to
mentor more than thirty doctoral
scholars. Research and corporate
careers appear unequal partly
because placements receive
greater visibility. Yet a doctorate
today can lead to national mis-
sions in space, semiconduc-
tors and Al, industrial R&D
centres and deep-tech startups.
The funding environ-

ment has also

changed: the
Anusandhan

National Research

Foundation has a
¥50,000-crore

funding envelope for

2023-28, while the
expanded

Prime

Minister’'s Research Fellowship offers up to
%80,000 monthly and a ¥2-lakh annual research
grant. Academia must expose students to
research early and celebrate fellowships along-
side placements. Money matters, but creating
knowledge, solving difficult problems and con-
tributing to society offer rewards that cannot be
measured by salary alone.

With the national focus heavily shifting toward

self-reliance and innovation, how can technical

institutions structurally evolve to train students

to become risk-taking ‘job providers’ rather
than just ‘job seekers’?

A university built only for place-
ment is a pipeline; one built
for enterprise must give
ideas the structure and
space to survive. The
national foundation
exists through Startup
India, the Ministry of
Education’s Innovation
Cell and Atal Innovation
Mission, but institutions
must build the local ecosys-
tem. BIT has done so for
decades, establishing the
country’s first Science and
Technological
Entrepreneurs Park on
campus. Its student-run
Entrepreneurship
Development Cell has
operated since 2007,
while the Institute
Innovation Center at STEP
supports early ventures. This
Foundation Day, distinguished
alumnus Madan Mohan Mohanka of
Tega Industries, from the 1964
batch, committed %5 crore towards
a Centre for Innovation and
Entrepreneurship. Beyond
the sum, students see that
those who once occupied
their classrooms can
become job creators
themselves.

What irreplaceable
human
skills must

students develop
to future-proof their
careers in the age of
generative Al?
Generative Al has commodi-
tised the middle of intellec-
tual work: drafting, routine

analysis and the first version of almost everything.
The two ends remain human-framing the right
problem and judging whether an answer works
in the real world. A model may propose a new
alloy composition in seconds, but determining
whether it can and should be made requires fun-
damentals, judgment and experimentation. The
World Economic Forum expects 92 million roles
to be displaced and 170 million created by 2030,
with analytical thinking, resilience, flexibility and
creative thinking among the most valued skills.
Problem formulation, verification, ethical reason-
ing and adaptability will therefore matter greatly.
You cannot audit a machine’s output without
mastering the fundamentals yourself, and [ do
not foresee Al making human judgment, inter-
vention or leadership redundant.

How should institutions make mental health
and emotional resilience a core part of student
development?

Behind every statistic on academic pressure is
a young person, often away from home for the
first time and carrying a family’s hopes.
Institutions must recognise distress before it
becomes a crisis. New UGC guidelines now
require dedicated mental health centres, qual-
ified counsellors and systems for early detection,
but regulation only sets the floor. Prevention
requires manageable academic structures,
trained faculty and an environment where
seeking help carries no stigma. At BIT, every
student has a faculty adviser and meets them reg-
ularly to discuss academic progress, careers and
well-being. Sports, NSS, NCC and over thirty
student clubs, supported by more than 1 crore,
provide outlets beyond academics. An
institution must be accountable not only for how
its students perform, but also for how well they
are supported.

What advice would you give engineering
students to remain relevant, adaptable and
resilient in a changing job market?

BIT encourages students to pursue a burgeon-
ing professional career, not merely a job. After
four decades of teaching, my advice is simple:
master the fundamentals, learn how to learn,
build deep competence alongside broad curios-
ity, and choose problems over titles.

My journey from an alloy factory in Hyderabad
to laboratories in Germany, Britain and Singapore
was carried forward by problems honestly
solved, never designations. Use time wisely to
build knowledge and character while protecting
your health, friendships and integrity. Stay phys-
ically active and prepare to adapt to a
changing job market. BIT also enables aspiring
entrepreneurs to become job creators rather than
job seekers.

From preparation to performance in 90 days

PROF ABINASH PANDA

Chairperson - PGDM (HRM), Management
Development Institute (MDI) Gurgaon

or every CAT aspirant, the final 90
days before the examination

can feel both exciting and over-
whelming. By this stage, the syllabus
may still seem incomplete, mock
scores may not always be encouraging
and the pressure to perform starts
building. It is easy to believe that
success now depends on study-
ing for longer hours or cover-
ing every remaining topic. In
reality, the last three months
are not about doing more;
they are about doing the
right things consistently. This
phase is where preparation
shifts from acquiring

not be viewed only as a scorecard;
it is a mirror that reflects your
strengths, weaknesses and test-
taking habits. Ask yourselfwhich

single preparation strategy that works
for everyone. Focus on building on your
strengths while systematically improv-
ing weaker areas. During the final 90

come from correcting repeated mis-
takes rather than learning entirely
new concepts. Maintaining a notebook
of recurring errors, formulas and short-
cuts can also make revision more
effective. One of the biggest misconcep-
tions about CAT preparation is that
success demands ten or twelve hours
of study every day. While dedication is
important, consistency is far more
valuable than intensity. Create a real-
isticweekly plan that includes concept
revision, sectional practice, mock tests

and their analysis.

As the examination draws closer,
many candidates sacrifice sleep, exer-
cise and personal time to maximise
preparation. This often has the oppo-
site effect. Regular sleep, short breaks
and physical activity help improve
focus, memory and overall perfor-

Empowering Generation Z
through NEP 2020

knowledge to refin-
ing strategy,
improving execu-
tion and building
confidence.
Thefirststepis
to understand
your current level
of preparation.
Take a full-length
mock test and
evaluate your per-
formance honestly.
A mock test should

section consistently gives
you confidence, which
topics continue to affect
your score and
whether you

are losing marks

because of con-

ceptual gaps, poor

time manage-
ment or avoid-

able mistakes.

Every aspirant

starts from a differ-
entpoint, so there is no

days, mock tests should become an
integral part of your preparation. Start
by taking one mock every week and
gradually increase the frequency as the
examination approaches. However,
simply writing more mock tests will not
improve your performance. The real
learning begins once the test is over.

Spend time analysing every mock
carefully. Understand why you got
certain questions wrong, identify the
questions you should have attempted
and recognise where you lost valuable
time. Often, the biggest improvements

mance.

As CAT approaches, avoid beginning
completely new topics. Instead, revise
what you already know, strengthen
familiar concepts and continue learn-
ing from your mock tests. The goal is
not to know everything; it is to perform
your best with what you have
prepared.

The final 90 days before CAT 2026 are
not about studying harder; they are
about preparing smarter. Ultimately,
CAT is a test of discipline, planning,
adaptability and execution.

How debate shapes future-ready talent

ANJALI TIWARY
Founder and CEO, Indian Debating League

t 9:40 on a Monday morning in
AGurugram, ayoung strategy analyst

opens three market-entry reports
her Al copilot generated overnight. Forty
pages each. Fluent, structured, confident.
At least one is subtly wrong. Her job is to
work out which, and to defend that judg-
ment before a client by noon.

This is the modern workplace in minia-
ture. Today, generation is nearly free, and
the binding constraint has moved up the
stack: from access to assimilation, from
producing answers to deciding between
them. When machines write the first
draft, human value concentrates in the
skills of the second read which is evalua-
tion, synthesis, and judgment under pres-
sure.

First, assimilation under overload. A
debater receives a motion and limited
preparation time, and must compress
hours of research into a seven-minute case.
This is triage, not accumulation: identify-
ing the two or three arguments that
decide the round and discarding the rest.

Second, outside-in thinking - the prac-
tice of approaching a problem from

another person’s perspective rather than
your own assumptions. Debaters are rou-
tinely assigned the side they did not
choose and often do not believe. To win,
they must reconstruct the strongest
version of the opposing worldview, steel-
manning, not caricature.

Third, decision-making when your team
includes Al. When your colleague is a
system that produces a plausible output
without accountability, the human role
migrates from generator to a decision
maker: allocating burden of proof, testing
internal consistency, detecting confidence
error. Every rebuttal speech is an exercise
in asking, “This sounds persuasive-but does

it survive scrutiny?”

Fourth, “judgment itself”’, the
capacity to decide with incom-
plete information while being
actively challenged. A point of
information mid-speech is a live
stress test: respond, concede, or
refute, in seconds, in public.

The analyst in Gurugram will
not be displaced by the machine
that wrote her reports. If she is
displaced at all, it will be by
someone who learned- probably
at sixteen, on a school stage, with
a stopwatch running- how to
decide which report to trust.

PROF (DR) RACHITA RANA

Director, Institute of Information Technology &
Management (IITM), Janakpuri

The landscape of the higher education
system of India is being impacted by
competition, disruption, expectations
of stakeholders ie parents, industry, institu-
tions, gen Z themselvs. This Generation is dig-
itally native, globally connected, socially con-
scious. Today’s learners seek more than
degrees; they seek purpose, flexibility, inclu-
sivity, plus opportunities that prepare them
for an uncertain yet exciting future.
Responding to these aspirations requires insti-
tutions to move beyond conventional models
of education towards systems that are
equitable, inclusive, future-ready.

The urgency of this transfor-
mation is reflected in India’s

steadily expanding higher

education landscape. As

highlighted in the
Economic Survey 2025-
26, based on the latest
AISHE 2022-23 data,
India’s Gross Enrolment
Ratio (GER) has risen to
29.5 per cent, with total enrol-
ment reaching approximately
4.46 crore students. Expansion alone,
however, is not enough. The true
measure of success lies in ensuring that
every learner, irrespective of socio-econom-
ic background, gender, geography, lan-
guage or physical ability, has equitable
access to high-quality, inclusive higher
education.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
recognises this challenge, reimagining higher
education as an ecosystem that nurtures
human potential rather than merely produc-
ing degree holders. As the policy rightly
states, “The purpose of the education system
is to develop good human beings capable of
rational thought, action, possessing compas-
sion, empathy, courage, resilience.”

In today’s rapidly changing world, this vision
has become more relevant than ever.
Education must not only impart knowledge
but also cultivate empathy, ethical leadership,
critical thinking, social responsibility. For
Generation Z, education extends far
beyond the physical classroom. Learning is
increasingly digital, collaborative, person-
alised, global.

The emergence of India’s digital education
ecosystem represents one of the most signif-
icantreforms in recentyears. Platforms such
as SWAYAM, DIKSHA, the Academic Bank of
Credits (ABC), APAAR are enabling learners to
access quality courses, accumulate academ-
ic credits across institutions, experiencing
greater flexibility in their educational journeys.

Technology has transformed access to

lectures, digital libraries, virtual lab-

oratories, online internships, collab-

orative research, thereby democ-

ratising learning opportunities

for millions of students. Yet,

technology by itself cannot

guarantee inclusion. Digital

architecture must be accompa-

nied by digital equity. Reliable

internet connectivity, affordable

devices, digital literacy, accessible

learning platforms remain unevenly

distributed across the country. Assessment

practices are also witnessing a significant

transformation. Traditional memory-based

examinations are gradually making way for

competency-based evaluation, experiential

learning, project-based assessments, contin-

uous feedback mechanisms. Universities

must therefore prepare students not merely

for their first job but for lifelong employabil-

ityin arapidly evolving knowledge economy.

Equity plus inclusion must therefore become

institutional values rather than policy oblig-

ations. Ultimately, higher education is not just

about producing graduates; it is about nurtur-

ing thoughtful citizens capable of leading soci-

eties with wisdom, compassion, integrity. For

Generation Z, inclusion is no longer an aspi-
ration; it is an expectation.
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Curfew continues
in border districts

Curfew remained in force
for the second consecutive
day on Tuesday in parts of
Nepal's India-bordering
Sunsari district as tension
persisted following
communal violence that
left one person dead and
several others injured.
The District
Administration Office
(DAO), Sunsari, said
curfew and prohibitory
orders would remain in
effect from 7.00 am to
7.00 pm on Tuesday in
several areas. According
to a notice issued by the
DAQ, restrictions have
been imposed across the
entire Harinagar and
Devgunj rural
municipalities, while
curfew is in force in five
market areas of Harinagar,
Bhutaha, Kaptangunj,
Ghuski and Devangunj.
The administration has
prohibited rallies,
demonstrations, public
meetings, sit-ins and
gatherings of more than
four people in the
affected areas. (PTI)

LIBYA

Protests spark
blackout fears

A group of protesters
stormed a key energy
complex in western Libya
amid anti-Government
demonstrations over
ongoing power outages,
with officials warning
Tuesday that the incident
could trigger a nationwide
The General Electricity
Company warned in a
statement Tuesday that a
group of people on
Monday stormed Mellitah
Oil & Gas complex located
around 90 kilometres
west of Tripoli and closed
the gas lines use to
operate power plants to
generate electricity. That
could cause a complete
blackout in multiple areas
and ultimately a collapse
of the electricity network.
Demonstrators across
western Libya, including
in Zawiya, Tripoli and
Misrata, have been
protesting for several
days over hourslong
power outages affecting
those cities, demanding
better power services
and for the Government
of Unity led by
PM Abdul Hamid to

step down. (AP)

7.1-magnitude earthquake shakes southern Japan

MARI YAMAGUCHI W Tokyo

An earthquake registering a
magnitude of 7.1 shook
Kumamoto on Japan’s
southern main island of
Kyushu late Tuesday after-
noon, causing damage and
injuries, officials said.

A tsunami advisory was
temporarily issued but was
lifted within two hours, the
Japan Meteorological
Agency said.

The agency said the
tsunami advisory covered
the nearby Ariake and
Yatsushiro Seas on the
western coasts of
Kumamoto, Nagasaki,
Fukuoka and Saga prefec-
tures about 900 kilometres
southwest of Tokyo.

The US Geological Survey

Damaged AEON Mall after an earthqua

ke in Kashima, Japan

AP

initially said the earthquake
had a magnitude of 7.1, but
revised it later to 6.8.
Japan’s Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi, in a message
posted on X, said her

Government has set up a task
force to gather information,
assess possible damage
and prepare for rescue
operations if needed.

Takaichi later told

reporters that there have
been reports of a number of
injuries and damages to
roads, bridges and build-
ings, as well as blackouts and
fire, though details are still

unclear. Takaichi warned
people cooking to be careful
with fire and with shards of
broken glass.

Kyodo News agency said a
hospital in Yatsushiro city
accepted about 40 people
with injuries from the quake.
A train was derailed and fell
onone side at the Yatsushiro
station, and stone walls were
damaged at the Kumamoto
castle, Kyodo said.

Japan’s Fire and Disaster
Management Agency said
there were no reports of
damage to major public facil-
ities and infrastructure,
though authorities were still
assessing the extent
of damage.

Local fire departments
received many emergency
calls reporting fires and

damage to homes. “We are
putting people’s lives as the
top priority,” Takaichi
said, urging residents in the
strongly shaken areas to
use caution in light of possi-
ble aftershocks.

Shinji Kiyomoto, JMA’s
Earthquake and Tsunami
Countermeasures planning
officer, told a news confer-
ence that the shallow earth-
quake was triggering active
seismic activity in the area,
urging residents to especial-
ly be cautious over the next
two to three days.

He said, however, that no
tsunami was observed from
the inland quake. Japan’s
Nuclear Regulation Authority
said no abnormalities were
found at three nearbynu-
clear power plants. (AP)

Misri concludes China visit after talks on bilateral ties

Chad announces
intent to
withdraw from
International
Criminal Court

WILSON MCMAKIN m Dakar

Chad announced plans to
withdraw from the
International Criminal Court,
accusing the judicial body of
ineffectiveness and bias
against African countries.

The West African country
submitted a letter to the
United Nations to begin with-
drawing from the court,
which was established to
prosecute people responsible
for humanity’s worst crimes
under its foundational treaty,
the Rome Statute. The with-
drawal process takes at least
ayear.

Chad was the fourth African
country since 2025 to begin
withdrawing from the ICC.
Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso
announced last year they
would stop participating with
the court based in The Hague.

The court is already facing
daunting challenges, includ-
ing the July 24 removal of its
chief prosecutor, Karim Khan,
over sexual misconduct alle-
gations. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio earlier this
month said the US was
launching a campaign to dis-
mantle what he called the
threat posed to its national
sovereignty by the ICC. (AP)

KJM VARMA M Beijing

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri on Tuesday wrapped
up his visit to Beijing after
two days of extensive dis-
cussions with several
Chinese officials on the
entire spectrum of India-
China relations.

The visit by Misri, who
was previously India’s
Ambassador to China, came
as the two countries have
stepped up bilateral engage-
ment. Earlier in the day, he
met Li Wentang, Vice
President of the ruling
Communist Party’s Central
Party School in Beijing and
discussed opportunities for
future cooperation and
exchanges. During the
meeting, Misri was briefed

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri

about the school’s historical
significance, intellectual
contributions and academ-
ic programmes, according to
a social media post by the
Indian embassy here.

He concluded his China
visit after meeting with Li,
official sources said. On
Monday, Misri met other
Chinese leaders, including
Vice Foreign Minister Hua

Chunying, with whom he
discussed the entire gamut
of the bilateral relations.
The foreign secretary also
met Sun Haiyan, Vice
Minister of the International
Department of the Central
Committee of  the
Communist Party of China
and Hong Liang, Deputy
Secretary General of
the 14th National
Committee of the Chinese
People’s Political
Consultative Conference.
Hong was previously the
Director General of the
boundary department of
the Chinese Foreign Ministry.
Misri’s visit followed the
meeting between External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi on the

sidelines of meetings related
to the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations in
Manila on July 21.

India and China rolled
out a series of measures
over the last year to rebuild
their relationship after it
witnessed a major down-
turn following the deadly
Galwan Valley clashes in
2020 and the subsequent
military face-off that lasted
for over four years.

In the last few months,
India and China initiated a
series of measures to reset
their ties, including the
resumption of the Kailash
Manasarovar Yatra followed
by issuance of visas and
resumption of flight ser-
vices between the
two countries.

Ritual restored
at Sri Lanka’s
historic Hindu
festival under
tight security

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
H Colombo

A key ritual that was can-
celled over an underworld
threat returned to Sri Lanka’s
centuries-old annual religious
pageant at an ancient Hindu
temple in the coastal town of
Devinuwara on Tuesday amid
an unprecedented security
deployment, police said.

Around 1,500 personnel,
including members of the
elite Special Task Force (STF),
were deployed to secure
the Kavadi ritual in the
Esala perahera (pageant) at
the Uthpalawanna Sri
Vishnu temple.

The traditional dance ritual
was reinstated after being
called off on Sunday following
intelligence inputs of a possi-
ble armed or drone attack on
the pageant linked to the
ongoing rivalry between fugi-
tive drug kingpins Shehan
Sathsara and Kanjipani Imran,
both believed to be operating
from overseas.

Police said they carried out
security checks on partici-
pants in the Kavadi ritual on
Tuesday and seized crystal
methamphetamine, locally
known as “ice”, and cannabis
from some individuals.

Ebola cases in Congo top 3,200, nearing record of the country’s worst outbreak

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Bunia

a higher toll with 28,000 cases and

Confirmed cases in Co
ongoing Ebola outbreak

reached 3,262, its Ministry of Health

said in an overnight update,
the same as the 2018-2020 ou

thatis the largest ever recorded in

the country.

Data from the Congolese health
ministry showed that 1,437 patients
have died out of the 3,262 cases, in

what officials have said
fastest Ebola outbreak on r

concentrated in the eastern

Ituri province.
The 2018-2020 outbreak th

recorded in Congo and neighbour-
ing Uganda lasted roughly two
years, with more than 3,400 report-

ed cases, including over

deaths, according to the US Centers
for Disease Control. Only the 2014-
2016 outbreak across West Africa,

considered the worst in history, had

ngo’s
have

nearly
tbreak

more than 11,000 deaths.

The speed of transmission in
the current outbreak comes amid
concerns from residents that many
communities in the affected
provinces are either unreachable or
have been abandoned by respon-

ders in recent days over safety con-

idents and rebels.

is the
ecord,
almost two-year outb

cerns amid attacks from angry res-

“The fact that, in just 10 weeks,
we have reached nearly the same
number of cases recorded over an

reak is alarm-

ing and should stop us in our

atwas

“There is no doubt
2,200

ongoing outbreak,

is moving faster than we can
contain it,” Bangenza added. The

declared on May 15, is unlike most
previous Ebola outbreaks because

tracks,” Onesphore Bangenza,
Mercy Corps response team lead in
Bunia, Ituri’s capital, said Tuesday.

that the virus

which was

the Bundibugyo virus responsible
for it has no approved vaccines or
treatments. Efforts to slow the
transmission have been challenged
by rebel violence in eastern Congo

as well
striking to protest the nonpay-
ment of their wages.

The outbreak continues to
spread faster than health officials

can track despite an expanding
response. A key challenge is that
patient zero has yet to be identified
in the outbreak while displacement
from armed conflict and illegal
mining in the region have made it
difficult to trace thousands who
have come in contact with infect-
ed individuals.

Despite distrust between com-

munities and health workers
mostly seen at the early stages of
the outbreak, signs of progress
have emerged.

“We can never again wage war

against the Ebola teams. We have
lost members of our families.

As a community, we have a

vested interestin fighting Ebola to
return to normal life,” said Fabrice

as health workers

Mumbesa, a
Mongbwalu, a mining town at the
center of the outbreak where res-
idents previously burned down
several treatment centers.

resident of

(AP)

UN chief makes rare
Cyprus visit to help ease

Sharif’s PML-N wins 9 out of 13 seats in first
phase of PoK polls amid rigging allegations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Islamabad

The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-

N) won nine out of 13 seats in the first
phase of elections held in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir, the Election Commission
said on Tuesday.

There were allegations of massive
rigging in the first phase of the polls held
on Monday, in which the Pakistan’s People
Party (PPP) won the remaining seats.

The elections for 45 contesting seats in
the so-called legislative assembly in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir are happening
in three phases between July 27 and
August 10.

India maintains that the entire Union
Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh are integral and inalienable parts
of it. New Delhi also asserts that Pakistan
has been in “illegal and forcible occupa-
tion” of parts of these Union Territories.
According to preliminary results issued by

the Election Commission on Tuesday, the
PML-N led by the Sharif brothers - Nawaz
and Shehbaz — emerged as the winner in
nine constituencies while the PPP led by
the Bhuttos secured four seats.

Both parties are coalition partners at the
federal level. Meanwhile, Imran Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf has boycotted
the polls.

Foundation stone for the
construction of a school
building, to be built with
financial assistance from
India, was laid in the Sudur
Paschim province of Nepal.

The Government of India
has pledged Nepalee Rupees
75 million for the construc-
tion of the Gokuleshwor
Secondary School,
Shailyashikhar Municipality -
9, Darchula district of Sudur
Paschim Province.

The foundation stone was
jointly laid on Monday by
Basist Nandan, first secre-
tary, Indian Embassy at
Kathmandu and Bijay Singh
Dhami, Mayor of

Shailyashikhar Municipality,
said a press release from the
Indian Embassy .

This High Impact
Community Development
Project (HICDP) will be imple-
mented through the
Shailyashikhar Municipality,

India helps construct school building in
remote municipality in western Nepal

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
W Kathmandu

Darchula district, it said.

Mayor Dhami appreciat-
ed India for the assistance
and expressed confidence
that the new infrastructure
would help enhance the
learning environment for stu-
dents and educators in the
municipality area.

India and Nepal are
engaged in wide-ranging
and multi-sectoral coopera-
tion, the release said, adding,
the implementation of
HICDPs reflects the contin-
ued support of the
Government of India in
strengthening the efforts of
the Government of Nepal in
promoting growth and
development, apart from
augmenting infrastructure
in priority sectors. (PTI)

48 survivors, 14 missing after Vietnam ship sinks near South China sea

ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL M Hanoi

The number of survivors of a
cargo ship that sank Saturday
off a Chinese-occupied shoal
in the South China Sea rose
to 48 by Tuesday as search
and rescue crews hunted
for more people who went
down with the vessel.

A multinational search for
14 people who remain
missing was still underway
Tuesday afternoon involv-
ing Vietnamese, Philippine
and Chinese rescuers.

Vietnamese authorities
announced Monday that
three more of the 62 people
onboard had been saved
but did not provide details of
the rescue. The Vietnamese

cargo vessel Khoi Nguyen 18
sank late Saturday near Fiery
Cross Reef, a Chinese-built
island and military outpost in
the hotly contested Spratly
Islands.

The vessel went down
while operating in bad
weather in the East Sea, the
Vietnamese Foreign Ministry
said, adding that all 48
rescued people had been
transferred to Vietnamese
authorities, who were pro-
viding medical care before
taking them back to the
mainland.

Khoi Nguyen is a general
cargo ship built in 2017,
according to vessel tracking
platforms. It was last detect-
ed in March near Vietnam on

its automated identification
system, or AlS, according to
ship tracking platform
MarineTraffic.

Under a United Nations
maritime safety treaty signed
by Vietnam, large cargo ships
are required to keep AIS
transponders switched on at
all times to broadcast the
vessel’s identity, position
and course.

Vietnam said it mobilised
rescue operations immedi-
ately while coordinating
closely with Chinese rescue
ships, helicopters and other
vessels in the area also
joined the search.

The Philippine Coast
Guard, which deployed a
patrol vessel and an aircraft

after receiving a request
from Vietnam, said the oper-
ation was being carried out
under international mar-
itime agreements and bilat-
eral cooperation with
Vietnam.

China has become increas-
ingly aggressive in asserting
its claims in virtually the
entire South China Sea,
through which about $5 tril-
lion in global trade transits
each year.

The sea passage also is
believed to sit atop vast under-
sea deposits of oil and gas.
Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and
Taiwan also have overlap-
ping claims in the strategic
waterway along with China
and the Philippines. (AP)

decades-old ethnic division

MENELAOS HADJICOSTIS

M Nicosia

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres on a rare
visit to Cyprus said Tuesday
he was demonstrating his
commitment to resolving the
island nation’s decades-old
ethnic division, even as
expectations remain low for
a speedy breakthrough
leading to a peace accord.

“I will do everything I can
to support the Greek Cypriots
and Turkish Cypriots in this
very important moment,”
Guterres said after talks with
Greek Cypriot President Nikos
Christodoulides.

The UN chief also met with
Turkish Cypriot leader Tufan
Erhurman and was scheduled
to hold joint meetings with
both later Tuesday and
Wednesday.

The first visit by a UN chief
in 16 years came during
renewed efforts to resume
formal peace talks after a
nearly decade-long hiatus.
The last major push, which
Guterres mediated in 2017,
collapsed in recriminations
over who and what was to
blame for the impasse.

A Cyprus peace deal would
help unlock the eastern
Mediterranean’s potential as
a provider of natural gas for
Europe and beyond while
easing tensionsin a turbulent
region with competing inter-
ests over energy, territory
and influence.

Numerous rounds of UN-
mediated talks have shared
the same fate since 1974,

Antonio Guterres

when the island was divided
following a Turkish invasion
prompted by an Athens-
backed coup with the stated
goal of union with Greece.
Turkish Cypriots declared
independence in the island’s
northern third in 1983 but it’s
only recognised by Turkiye,
which maintains more than
35,000 troops there.
Cyprus joined the
European Union in 2004, but
only the internationally
recognised south enjoys full
benefits. A few months before
his UN term expires, Guterres
wants to convene a wider
meeting to involve top diplo-
mats from Cyprus’ guarantors
— Greece, Turkiye and Britain
—to declare a formal start to
peace talks. It is hoped a
declaration would offer
momentum to the process so
that Guterres’ successor
could see it through. Guterres
told Christodoulides he’s fully
aware a Cyprus deal would
have “not only a very positive
impact for Cyprus, but will be
extremely useful in the
context of a very difficult sit-
uation of the region.” (AP)



Hindustan Unilever shares

dive 7%

Shares of FMCG major Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) on
Tuesday tanked 7 per cent after the firm reported a 3.17
per cent year-on-year decline in consolidated net profit
for the June quarter of FY27.The stock tumbled 6.97 per
cent to settle at ¥2,023.15 on the BSE. During the day, it
dived 7.16 per cent to hit the 52-week low of 32,019.

At the NSE, the stock dropped 6.98 per cent to end at
%2,022.70.The company's market valuation declined by
335,619.79 crore to ¥4,75,357.56 crore.

The stock was the biggest laggard among the Sensex
and Nifty firms. Hindustan Unilever Ltd on Tuesday
reported a 3.17 per cent year-on-year decline in
consolidated net profit to 2,680 crore for the June
quarter of FY27, mainly on account of exceptional items
and higher taxes. The company had reported a net profit
of 2,768 crore in the April-June quarter a year ago,

according to a regulatory filing by HUL.

(PTI)

Industrial production rises
by 7.3% in June: Govt data

Industrial output rose by 7.3 per cent in June compared
to 5.1 per cent in the preceding month, mainly on the
back of improved manufacturing sector performance and
strong growth of the electricity and gas supply sector.
This is the third monthly Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) data based on the new series.

“In June 2026, Index of Industrial Production recorded a
7.3 per cent year-on-year growth, supported by 7.8 per
cent growth in Manufacturing sector and strong growth
of 10.6 per cent in Electricity & Gas Supply sector,” the
National Statistics Office said in a release on Tuesday.
The IIP growth rate for the month of June 2026 is 7.3
per cent against 5.1 per cent (Quick Estimate released in
June) in the month of May 2026, it stated. The revised
estimate of IIP for the month of May is 5 per cent.

The production of Mining & Quarrying rose by 1 per
cent, Manufacturing by 7.8 per cent, Electricity & Gas
Supply and Water Supply by 10.6 per cent, and
Sewerage & Waste Management by 6.1 per cent in June
2026 compared to the year-ago period.

Within the manufacturing sector, 19 out of 23 industry
groups have recorded positive growth in June 2026 over
June 2025. The top three positive contributors for the
month of June 2026 are — manufacture of electrical
equipment (34%), manufacture of motor vehicles,
trailers and semi-trailers (17.5%), and manufacture of

food products (10.8%).

(PTI)
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Macroeconomic fundamentals strong: Union minister

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Macroeconomic fundamen-
tals of the Indian economy
remain strong, supported by
robust domestic demand,
healthy corporate balance
sheets and sustained fiscal
discipline amid global chal-
lenges, Union Minister Pankaj
Chaudhary told Parliament
on Tuesday.

Further, according to the
RBI’s Financial Stability Report
(June 2026), the domestic
financial system remains
resilient, underpinned by
strong bank and non-bank
balance sheets, Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said in a written
reply in the Rajya Sabha.

“As a major player in global
markets, India’s economy is
also linked with internation-
al trends, which impact its
exchange rate movements.

Since the start of the West
Asia conflict, the Indian Rupee
(INR) has depreciated against
the US Dollar (USD) by 5.8 per
centin FY27 (from February 27
up to July 22,2026),” he said.

At present, the macroeco-
nomic fundamentals of the
Indian economy remain
strong, he said, adding real
GDP has consistently grown
at over 7 per cent during the
last three years.

Economic growth contin-
ues to be supported by robust
domestic demand, healthy
corporate balance sheets and
prudent fiscal management,
he said.

The high-frequency indi-
cators for the first quarter of
2026-27 also point to sus-
tained momentum in eco-
nomic activity and domestic
demand, indicating the con-
tinued resilience of the Indian
economy, he said.

The Index of Industrial

MoS Pankaj Chaudhary speaks in the Rajya Sabha during the Monsoon

session of Parliament, in New Delhi

PTI

Production (IIP) recorded a
growth rate of 4.9 per cent
year-on-year (YoY) in April
2026 and 5.1 per cent YoY in
May 2026, indicating contin-
ued investment-led industri-
al growth despite heightened
global uncertainty, he said.

“The industries reliant on
imported inputs may face
cost pressures. Thus, to
support stability, the
Government is easing import-
led inflation through duty
adjustments, expanding
MSME credit, ensuring afford-

able financing, attracting
long-term FDI, promoting
trade facilitation and digital
platforms, and advancing
free trade agreements,”
he said.

The value of the INR is
market-determined, with no
target or specific level or
band, he said.

The RBI regularly monitors
the foreign exchange market
and intervenes in situations
of excess volatility. Further,
the RBI monitors key develop-
ments across the globe which
may have an impact on the
USD-INR exchange rate,
he said.

In reply to another ques-
tion, Chaudhary said,
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs)
posted the highest-ever net
profit of 10,177 crore in
2025-26.

“The financial health of
RRBs has improved in recent
years. RRBs posted the

highest ever consolidated
net profit of 10,177 crores
during 2025-26. RRBs have
also shown consistent
improvement in key financial
parameters like Capital to
Risk Weighted Asset Ratio
(CRAR), deposits, advances,
Non-Performing Asset (NPA),
Credit-Deposit Ratio (CD ratio)
etc,” he said.

Government regularly
reviews the progress made
by RRBs in deepening finan-
cial inclusion in rural and
remote areas, he said.

The targets for various
financial inclusion schemes
like Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan
Yojana (PM]DY), Pradhan
Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY),
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha
Bima Yojana (PMSBY),
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan |yoti
Bima Yojana (PMJ|BY), Atal
Pension Yojana (APY) are set
by DFS and periodically mon-
itored, he added.

Govt sets up India Digital Payment
Intelligence Corp to contain cyber frauds

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The government has set up
the India Digital Payment
Intelligence Corporation
(IDPIC) to share real-time
fraud intelligence and alerts
to the banks and financial
institutions in order to
contain cyber financial
frauds, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Tuesday.

In a reply to a question in
the Rajya Sabha, she said the
new entity has been set up in
consultation with the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to check
growing incidents of cyber
frauds.

“To contain cyber financial
frauds, the government in
consultation with the RBI has
set up India Digital Payment

Intelligence Corporation
(IDPIC) to share real-time
fraud intelligence and alerts
to the banks and financial
institutions by leveraging
advanced technologies such

as Artificial Intelligence,
Machine Learning and Big
Data Analytics,” she said.

To address the growing
cyber threats, she said, the
government has been active-

ly engaging with the financial
sectoral regulators to
strengthen the cybersecurity
posture of financial institu-
tions.

Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team
(CERT-In) has set up a
National Cyber Coordination
Centre (NCCC), which moni-
tors cyberspace at metadata
level to detect potential
cybersecurity threats and
facilitates real-time informa-
tion sharing with concerned
organisations, regulators and
other stakeholders, enabling
timely preventive and
response actions, she said.

Further, she said, a nodal
Computer Security Incident
Response Team for the
Financial Sector (CSIRT-Fin)
has been set up under the
overall supervision of CERT-In.

Samsung says foldable smartphones account
for over20 % of flagship sales in India

JOYEETA DEY W New Delhi/London

Samsung’s foldable smartphones now
account for more than a fifth of its flag-
ship sales in India, and it expects the
adoption to accelerate as consumers
shift to new mobile designs and layouts,
the company’s Southwest Asia CEO and

President | B Park said.

Samsung first introduced foldable
phones in 2019, and since then it has
launched a new version of foldables
every year. Last week, the South Korean
technology giant announced the launch
of its 8th generation of foldables —
Galaxy Z8 — which are made in India.

“When we first introduced the fold-

ables in 2019, they were not even
known to the consumers. Even my
neighbours were surprised that our
phone could fold and asked - Is this real?
Since then, we have come a long way.
Today, more than 20 per cent of our flag-

ship sales are from foldables. And year
by year, it (foldable sales) is growing.
“Based on whatever the experience or
the requirements are for the consumer,
that’s where we are focussing. | expect
there will be an expansion in the con-

sumer base transitioning to the new
form factor,” Park said at an Indian
media roundtable in London.
Samsung currently sells almost 65 per
cent of its flagship devices, including the
Samsung Galaxy S26 Ultra, Samsung
Galaxy S26+, and the foldable Galaxy Z
series, in tier 2 and tier 3 cities and rural

markets.

“We have seen the rural market
growing in double-digits, much faster
than metros... We continue to invest
heavily in tier 2 and tier 3 towns to
educate them about our premium prod-
ucts, which are different from what we
used to sell in rural markets like 2G and
feature phones which were mostly

about voice. But once these (tier 2, tier
3 and rural) customers come in touch
with a new technology and environment,
the transition rate is much faster, and
that’s how we are focussing on the rural
market for expansion,” Park said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

The High Court of Delhi has
ordered that Paytm
Payments Bank Limited
(PPBL) be wound up, the
Reserve Bank said on
Tuesday.

In April this year, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
had cancelled the banking
licence issued to PPBL for
non-compliance with
norms, saying the affairs of
the bank were conducted in
amanner detrimental to the
interest of its depositors.

The central bank also
announced it would be
making an application for
winding up of the bank
before the High Court.

Girikumar M Nair, former
CGM of State Bank of India,
was appointed as liquidator
of PPBL.

“By an Order dated July
08,2026 read with the Order
dated July 22, 2026, the
Hon’ble High Court of Delhi
has ordered that PPBL be
wound up under the provi-
sions of the Banking
Regulation Act, 1949 read
with the provisions of the
Companies Act, 2013,”
it said.

Further, the High Court

appointed Nair as the

Delhi High Court ordered
winding up of Paytm
Payments Bank, says RBI

Official Liquidator of PPBL.

As per the Order, the RBI
said the official liquidator
shall exercise all the powers
prescribed under the provi-
sions of the Banking
Regulation Act, 1949 along
with applicable provisions
of the Companies Act, 2013.

In terms of the said Order,
the official liquidator, with
effect from July 8, 2026,
exercise all the powers of
the Board of PPBL, it added.

PPBL, an associate firm of
Vijay Shekhar Sharma-pro-
moted fintech firm Paytm,
came under the regulatory
scanner on multiple occa-
sions earlier, including in
March 2022 when the
central bank barred it from
onboarding new customers.

While cancelling the
licence, the RBI had said the
affairs of the bank were
conducted in a manner
detrimental to its own inter-
ests as well as its depositors.

Earlier, PPBL was directed
to stop onboarding new
customers with effect from
March 11,2022 amid “mate-
rial supervisory concerns”
observed in the bank.

The bank was also direct-
ed to appoint an IT audit
firm to conduct a compre-
hensive system audit of its
IT system.

Gold drops 32,640 per 10g, silver slides 5,200

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Gold prices retreated by
32,640 to 1.47 lakh per 10
grams in the national capital
on Tuesday, and silver
dropped?5,200 per kg, track-
ing weak global trends and a
firm rupee.

The yellow metal of 99.9
per cent purity depreciated
by 2,640 to31,47,000 per 10
grams (inclusive of all taxes)
from Monday’s closing level
of %1,49,640 per 10 grams,

according to the All India
Sarafa Association.

Silver also witnessed
selling and tumbled 5,200 to

32,24,800 per kilogram (inclu-
sive of all taxes). The white
metal had settled at
32,30,000 per kg in the pre-
vious session.

Traders said a stronger
rupee reduced the landed
cost of imported bullion in
the domestic market, while
weak global trends and
caution ahead of the US
Federal Reserve’s policy deci-
sion kept investors’ senti-
ment subdued.

“Gold edged lower on
Tuesday, retreating from the

previous session’s gains as
investors turned cautious
ahead of the US Federal
Reserve’s policy decision,”
said Saumil Gandhi, Senior
Analyst — Commodities at
HDFC Securities.

Praveen Singh, Head of
Commodities at Mirae Asset
ShareKhan, the precious
metals traded lower despite
crude oil prices extending
the decline to the third day
on hopes of Iran and the US
resuming their peace talks
over other critical matters.

sweetener under control.

30, 2026.

In a gazette notification, the Ministry
of Food and Consumer Affairs imposed
this restriction using powers under
section 3 of the Essential Commodities

The government on Tuesday directed
that no dealer of sugar should hold
stock for more than 30 days and also
imposed a stock limit of 4,000 quintals
as part of its efforts to keep prices of

The order would come into force
with effect from August 1, 2026, and
would remain in force up to November
Act, 1955, and the Sugar (Control)

Order, 2025.

“...Central Government hereby directs
that no dealer of sugar shall hold any
stock for a period exceeding thirty days

Govt orders sugar dealers to limit stocks to 30 days

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

from the date of receipt of such stock
and shall not keep sugar in stock at any
time and in any place throughout the
country in excess of 4,000 quintals,” the
notification said.

To keep prices under check amid a

forecast
Centre

of a deficit monsoon, the
has already banned

sugar exports.
The order would not apply to sugar
stocks held on the government account,

or by dealers nominated by the State

Government or an officer authorised by

it to hold stock for distribution through
fair price shops under the Public
Distribution System.

Stock markets end flat; Sensex dips nearly 70 points

Rupee settles at 95.88 against US dollar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

The rupee stayed on upward
track for the third straight
session and ended 11 paise
higher at 95.88 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Tuesday, supported by
lower crude oil prices amid
signals of easing West Asia
crisis. According to forex
traders, the sustained
outflow of foreign capital
amid selling pressure in
domestic equity markets,
as well as an elevated dollar
index ahead of the US
Federal Reserve’s policy
decision, capped gains for
the local currency.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened
at 95.75 and touched the

intraday high of 95.63 before
ending the session at 95.88
(provisional) against the
greenback, up 11 paise from
its previous closing level.
On Monday, the rupee

appreciated sharply by 54
paise to close at 95.99
against the US dollar, after
rising 20 paise in the preced-
ing session on Friday.

Anuj Choudhary, Research
Analyst, Mirae Asset
ShareKhan, said the rupee
strengthened on the halting
of strikes between the US
and Iran.

“Traders may take cues
from CB (Conference Board)
consumer confidence data
from the US. USD-INR spot
price is expected to trade in
a range of 95.35 to 96.05,”
Choudhary said.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.08 per
cent higher at 101.46.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE

B Mumbai

Benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty
ended flat on Tuesday as investors’
sentiment turned cautious ahead of
key global central bank policy meet-
ings this week and heavy sell-off
across Asian markets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex dipped
69.86 points, or 0.09 per cent, to
settle at 76,765.92. During the day,
it hit a high of 76,988.48 and a low
of 76,672.77, gyrating 315.71 points.

The 50-share NSE Nifty slipped
10.60 points, or 0.04 per cent, to end

at 23,985.35.

From the Sensex pack, Hindustan
Unilever tanked 6.97 per cent after
the FMCG major reported a 3.17 per
cent year-on-year decline in consol-
idated net profit to 32,680 crore for
the June quarter, mainly on account

gainers.

Ltd, said.

of exceptional items and higher
taxes. Bharat Electronics, NTPC,
ICICI Bank, Power Grid, and Reliance
Industries were also among the lag-
gards. Tata Consultancy Services,
Eternal, Tech Mahindra, Infosys,
and Titan were among the major

“The respite in crude oil prices
provided relief to markets by easing
concerns over inflation and input
cost pressures. However, investor
sentiment remained cautious ahead
of key central bank policy meetings
this week, including those of the
Fed, BOE (Bank of England), and Bo]
(Bank of Japan),” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Investments

Brent crude, the global oil bench-
mark, dropped 2.82 per cent to
USD 85.87 per barrel.

Foreign institutional investors

(FlIs)

offloaded equities worth

%1,688.23 crore on Monday, accord-
ing to exchange data.

In Asian markets, South Korea’s
KOSPI tanked 10.84 per cent. Japan’s
Nikkei 225 index and Shanghai’s SSE
Composite index also ended lower.

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index

settled marginally higher.

“Indian equity markets ended
largely flat as a broad selloff across
Asian markets weighed on investor
sentiment,” Ponmudi R, CEO of
Enrich Money, an online trading and
wealth tech firm, said.

Markets in Europe were trading
in positive territory. US markets
ended on a mixed note.

On Monday, the Sensex jumped

776.01 points, or 1.02 per cent, to
settle at 76,835.78. The Nifty surged
228.50 points, or 0.96 per cent, to
end at 23,995.95.
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Assam Minister Atul Bora along with Asom Gana Parishad MLAs and
party functionaries, on Tuesday contributed to the Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund,Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma thanked them for their

generous support

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

India has the knowledge,
vaccines, diagnostics and
treatments needed to elim-
inate viral hepatitis as a
public health threat.

The next challenge is
ensuring that these lifesav-
ing interventions reach every
individual-from expectant
mothers and newborns to
high-risk adults-through uni-

PIONEER PHOT! .
o oTo versal screening, adult

Yuva Bharti Trust chairman HN Sharma on Monday welcomed Dr Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe on being appointed the President of the Asiatic Society

of Mumbai

immunisation, stronger
maternal healthcare, early
diagnosis and equitable
access to treatment, leading
policymakers, hepatologists
and public health experts
said at the second edition of
the Illness to Wellness
Foundation’s conference on
“Prevention, Diagnosis and
Treatment for Hepatitis,”
organised on the occasion of
World Hepatitis Day 2026.
Delivering the keynote
address, Rajesh Bhushan,
former secretary, Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India, and

PIONEER PHOTO PIONEER NEWS SERVICE

M New Delhi

chairperson, Governing
Council, lliness to Wellness
Foundation, said, “India has
made meaningful progress
through the National
Viral Hepatitis Control
Programme, but achieving
greater impact will require
stronger collaboration across
stakeholders. Government,
healthcare institutions, the
private sector, civil society
and development partners
must work together to
expand the reach of hepati-
tis services and ensure that
quality care is available to
every community.”

Hudco intends to raise $1.3b
via ECB to fund urban infra

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Housing and Urban
Development Corporation
Ltd (Hudco) on Tuesday said
it plans to raise $1.3 billion
via external commercial
borrowings (ECB) in the next
five months to fund urban
infra in the country.

Hudco, a techno-financ-
ing public sector enterprise
in the field of housing and
infrastructure development,
intends to raise up to $2
billion through ECB under
the RBI concessional swap
window available up to
December 31, 2026.

“So, far we have raised
$700 million through
External Commercial
Borrowings this financial
year. Remaining $1.3 billion
would be raised in the next
five months depending on
funding requirement,”

Hudco Chairman and
Managing Director Sanjay
Kulshrestha said.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) in June opened a
special US Dollar-Rupee
forex swap window to give
cheap currency hedging
support to public sector
undertakings (PSUs) raising
External Commercial
Borrowings (ECBS).

Last year, the financial
institution had raised about
USD 700 million through
the ECB in Japanese Yen.

This year, Hudco is plan-
ning to raise the ECB in US
dollars along with Yen, he
said, adding borrowing in
dollar terms would be first
for the company.

Private sector banks have collected
%4,948.71 crore from account holders for
failing to maintain minimum average
balance in their current accounts and
savings accounts in FY26, Parliament was
informed on Tuesday.

During the period under review, public
sector banks (PSBs) collected %2,137.92 crore
for the non-maintenance of minimum
average balance (current account & savings
account), Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary said in a written reply to
the Rajya Sabha.

HDFC Bank collected the highest amount
—%1,798.14 crore, followed by Axis Bank at
%1,081.33 crore during FY26, he said quoting
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) data.

Both these private-sector lenders collect-
ed %2,879.47 crore as charges for non-main-
tenance of minimum average balance. This
is 58 per cent of the total collection done by
19 private-sector banks.

No penal charges are levied on Basic
Savings Bank Deposit Accounts, including
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PM]DY)
Accounts, etc, he said.

Replying to another question,
Chaudhary said the financial health of PSBs
has shown significantimprovement with
healthy balance sheets, historically high
profits and multi-decadal low level of gross

DAILY SUDOKU

HOWTO SOLVE IT

Sudoku is a logic
puzzle where you fill
a 9x9 grid so that
numbers 1 to 9
appear once in every
row, column, and 3x3
box, using elimination
and logical deduction-
no maths involved.

SOLUTION (28.7.26)

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
WEDNESDAY | JULY 29, 2026

SOLUTION (28.7.26)

ACROSS

3 Fellows seemingly half sane but of great
intelligence (5)

8 Letters to Jack from a Gulf state (5)

10 Nice change at the medical centre for
old people (5)

11 One way to address a person of class (3)
12 Music group at number ten, possibly (5)
13 Charming women get it at church in
various ways (7)

15 One doesn't feel right out of them! (5)
18 Hugh, we're told, is just a “hack” (3)

19 Being in the way, a tree could be
removed (6)

21 Garden structure by 0lga, cleverly (7)
22 A book can be a good one about

modern

East (5)
own (3)
with no

38 Trial

times (4)

23 Stingy chap embracing his sweetheart
24 Means of printing a penetrative article?
26 0ld king possessing £1 and a dog (6)
29 It's a lot to carry to the end of the
garden (3)

31 Put to a fitting test (3,2)

32 Cut terribly crude keys (7)

34 Looked desirous of gold, perhaps, out

35 Has to do without love, being on his

36 Frustratingly promise central heating

problem (5)

37 Agrees all but initially to weave cloth

outcome? (5)

DOWN

1 He’s apt to get into the salad, etc. (5)

2 Walked in a charmed manner? (7)

4 Archer, one of the immortals (4)

5 Rest period for which one can set seats
out (6)

6 He'll do something dramatic (5)

play (5)

ACROSS 19, swear H WW'T 15, Gil-E-t 7 Join one for a close finish (5) 25 Spot
1, Arrow 20, Eloped 2, Re-lies 16, Se-Amy .

6, Spots 22, See-m 3, 0-port-0 18, v-alid 9 Bird after coal, maybe (3)

9, Painter 24, Rap 4, Wad 19, Ser-10Us 12 0ld prison’s modern entrance (7) 28 Solo
10, F-L-ood 25, Tightly i 5, Angus 21, Lather

11, C-ombs 26, Oiled 6, Secula-R 22, shrine 14 That womaq from Motherwell (3)

12,Cut up 27, Photo 7, Prop 23, Eleven (Il) 16 A woman with contrary ways about her

13, Je-St.-ers 28, Si-Eve 8, Tob-I-as 25,Tents can be fUn (S)

15, Gas 29, Tuition 12, Crowd 26, Otto .

17, 0slo 30, Trios 13, Joker 28, 50-p 17 To astound the team leader is no

18, Va-LI-se 31, Pen-N.Y i 14,Sloo-p ordinary feat (5)

19 Inclined to be biased (7)

20 Booklet concerning a car crashed during
a race (5)

21 Friendly injection of money into a new

23 They shouldn’t take long to read (7)
24 Hot vocalist? (6)

cash for fish (3)

27 Decree in gold and possibly red (5)

arranged by an egghead for free

30 Is it peripheral in the field of betting?
32 Where to end a united state in the
United States (4)

33 Gosh, a French horn! (3)

Delivering the welcome
address, Anil Rajput, chairper-
son, Advisory Council, lllness
to Wellness Foundation,
asserted, “We believe that
success demands a whole-
of-society approach.
Governments, healthcare pro-
fessionals, researchers, indus-
try, civil society, the media and
citizens all have vital roles to
play. Public health succeeds
not through isolated efforts
but through partnerships that
place prevention at the heart
of national development.
The Illness to Wellness
Foundation remains commit-

32,138 cr for minimum balance shortfalls

non-performing assets (GNPAs). Further,
PSBs have recorded sustained credit
growth across different sectors of the
economy, he said.

He further said that the government has
introduced Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS 5.0) in May 2026,
to tide over any short-term liquidity mis-
matches faced by businesses due to the
West Asia Crisis.

The scheme provides guarantee cover-
age to Member Lending Institutions (MLIs)
through National Credit Guarantee
Trustee Company Ltd (NCGTC) for the
amount in default under the additional
credit facility extended to the eligible
borrowers, he said.

The scheme provides 100 per cent guar-
antee coverage for MSMEs and 90 per cent
guarantee coverage for non-MSMEs and the
scheduled passenger airline sector,up to a
credit flow 0f¥2,55,000 crore, which includes
5,000 crore specifically earmarked for the
scheduled passenger airline sector.

Experts push universal screening
to end viral hepatitis by 2030

ted to advancing this move-
ment through awareness, evi-
dence-based dialogue and
collaborative action.”

The conference featured
three thematic technical ses-
sions that examined critical
dimensions of hepatitis pre-
vention and management
across the continuum of care.

Other spokespersons who
delivered key notes are
Padma Bhushan Dr (Prof) SK
Sarin, senior professor,
Department of Hepatology
and Director, ILBS; Asha
Hegde, director, South Asia -
HIV[Hepatitis/STIs and Family
Health, PATH India; Dr RS
Mishra, principal director
and head - Internal Medicine,
Max Smart Super Speciality
Hospital, Saket, Dr Anil
Agarwal, co-chairman,
Institute of Surgical
Gastroenterology, Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, Dr Anita Shete-
Aich, Scientist-E, Hepatitis
Group, ICMR-National
Institute of Virology (NIV),
Pune and Dr Suneela Garg,
member, FICCI Swasth
Bharat Task Force.

Tata Sons chairman’s pay
climbs to ¥158.7 crore

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Tata Sons executive chairman
N Chandrasekaran received
total remuneration of%158.66
crore in the year ended March
31,2026, up from155.81 crore
ayear earlier, according to the
holding company’s annual
report. The compensation is
the highest that
Chandrasekaran has received
since Tata Sons began disclos-
ing executive remuneration in
fiscal 2022. Over the past five
years, he has earned a cumu-
lative 3671.4 crore.

His FY26 remuneration com-
prised salary and other bene-
fits of ¥17.97 crore, up 18 per
cent from 15.12 crore in the
previous fiscal, and a profit-
linked commission of¥140.69
crore, unchanged from FY25.
While his fixed pay has risen
over the past five years, the
bulk of Chandrasekaran’s
remuneration has come from
commissions, which have
increased alongside Tata Sons’
profitability.

His commission rose from
%94 crore in FY22 to 100
crore in FY23 and %121.5 crore

N Chandrasekaran

in FY24 before increasing to
3140.69 crore in FY25, where
it remained in FY26.

While the commission
remains unchanged from the
previous year, the salary and
other benefits are up from
%15.12 crore in 2024-25. The
2024-25 salary and other ben-
efits were higher than the
%13.82 crore earnings of the
previous year and %13 crore in
2022-23. This was %14.61 crore
in 2021-22. The remuneration
places Chandrasekaran
among India’s highest-paid
corporate executives.

HCLTech Chief Executive C
Vijayakumar received 176
crore in FY26, while Persistent
Systems CEO Sandeep Kalra
earned %148 crore in FY25.

FY26: Private banks collect 34,949 cr, PSBs

Assam CM Himanta flags off Purabi
Dairy’s first ice cream export to Bhutan

TONY DAS M Guwahati

In @ major boost to the dairy
sector of Assam, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Tuesday flagged off Purabi
Dairy’s first export consign-
ment of 5,627 litres of Purabi
ice cream to Bhutan, marking
the first such export of dairy
products from the State. The
consignment will make
Purabi ice cream available in
major markets across Bhutan,
including Thimphu, Paro,
Phuentsholing and Wangdue.

The flag-off ceremony was
attended by Minister for
Cooperation Kaushik Rai.
Senior Government officials —
KC Samria, IAS, Additional
Chief Secretary, Fishery &
Animal Husbandry, Govt of
Assam, Aruna Rajoria, IAS,
Commissioner & Secretary,
Agriculture, Govt of Assam;
Virendra Mittal, IAS,
Commissioner & Secretary,
Finance, Govt of Assam; Anant
Lal Gyani, IAS, Secretary,
Cooperation, Govt of Assam;
Sunita Rai, Deputy General
Manager, APEDA; SB Bose,
Managing Director, NEDFL —

and representatives of the
organisations involved in facil-
itating the export were also
present on the occasion.
Commenting on the export,
Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said, “This export
marks a proud milestone for
Assam and reflects the
growing strength of our dairy
sector. Purabi ice cream is
made from milk produced by
farmers across the State, and
its entry into the Bhutanese
market will create new oppor-
tunities for our dairy cooper-
atives and rural producers.”
Commenting on the mile-
stone, Assam Minister for
Cooperation & Chairman,
NEDFL, Kaushik Rai said, “The
export of Purabi ice cream to
Bhutan is a significant achieve-
ment for Assam’s dairy sector

and reflects the strength of the
entire Purabi value chain.
Every pack in this consign-
ment has been manufactured
using milk produced by
farmers of Assam, making this
milestone particularly mean-
ingful for our dairy farmers.”
Sunita Rai, Deputy General
Manager, APEDA said, “APEDA
has been working to promote
exports of agricultural and
processed food products from
the Northeast and to help
organisations in the region
meet the requirements of
international trade. The
export of Purabi ice cream to
Bhutan is an important devel-
opment for Assam, and APEDA
is pleased to facilitate NEDFL
and Purabi Dairy in complet-
ing the required export pro-
cedures and formalities.”

India’s telecom user base

hits 134.8cr:

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Telecom subscriber base
in the country increased
marginally to 134.8 crore in
June, driven by net addition
of subscribers on the net-
works of Bharti Airtel and
Reliance Jio, according to
data released by the

Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
on Tuesday.

Bharti Airtel led sub-
scriber growth during the
month, adding 31.63 lakh
users compared with May.
The additions included
29.89 lakh mobile
subscribers and 1.73 lakh
fixed-line connections.

It was followed by
Reliance Jio which reported
a net addition of 22.91 lakh
subscribers, comprising
21.46 lakh in mobile
segment and 1.44 lakh in
fixed line segment.

Together, the two private
telecom operators account-
ed for 54.54 lakh, or about 87
per cent, of the total net
addition of 62 lakh sub-
scribers in June.

“The number of total tele-
phone subscribers in India
increased from 1,343.1
million at the end of May
2026 to 1,348.08 million at
the end of June 2026,
thereby showing a monthly

TRAI data

growth rate of 0.37 per
cent,” sector regulator TRAI's
monthly data subscriber
report for June 2026 said.

The total number of wire-
less connections in June
increased to 130 crore from
129.4 crore in May. The total
wireless connections com-
prised 114.7 crore consumer
sim, 13.47 crore M2M sim and
1.78 crore fixed wireless
access connections.

Vodafone Idea reported
net addition of 1.63 lakh
wireless subscribers.

State-run BSNL added
94,006 subscribers during
the reported month.

MTNL lost 11,284 mobile
subscribers in June.

The wireline subscriber
base declined 1.67 per cent
on monthly basis to 4.78
crore in June, from 4.86
crore in May, mainly due to
BSNL losing 7.96 lakh fixed
line subscribers.

Only Airtel, Reliance Jio
and STPL added new sub-
scribers, while rest all the
companies including
Vodafone Idea, MTNL, APSFL,
Tata Teleservices, Quadrant
reported decline in fixed
line connections.

As per the information
filed by 1,580 operators for
June 2026, the total number
of broadband subscribers
increased to 108.75 crore
from 108 crore in May.

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar
Advertisement No. 8/2026

Online applications are invited for the post of Officer on Special Duty in
various Constituent/University Colleges of the University on the
prescribed application form. Online registration of application for these
posts will start w.e.f. 29.07.2026 and end on 18.08.2026. Last Date for
submitting Hard Copy of the Online submitted application is 28.08.2026.
For further details visit University Website: http://iwww.gndu.ac.in.
Amritsar REGISTRAR
28-07-2026

2426/12/2026-27/13750 Dated CHD :- 28/07/2026

MADHYA PRADESH PUBLIC HEALTH

SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Madhya Pradesh Undertaking)

0il Fed Building, 01, Arera Hills, Bhopal

URL: https://mpphscl.mp.gov.in, Phone : 0755-2578915
Dated : 28.07.2026

TENDER NOTICE

Tenders for following item/Services floated on website and

Portal from Dated 28.07.2026 to next 30 days :

1. Online Tender RFP No. T-937/MPPHSCL/Selection of an
Agency for time-bound Provision of Tele-ECG (STEMI)
Diagnostic and Reporting Services under National Health
Mission, Madhya Pradesh 2026 Dated : 27.07.2026
Uploaded on portal & Website.

2. Online Tender EOI No. 08/Software Data Extraction,
Engagement of a Service Provider for Supply and
Implementation of an Al based Software Solution for Data
Extraction from Documents and Analysis of Equipment/
Device Specifications, on a Locally-Hosted Basis, for the
Department of Public Health & Family Welfare, Government
of Madhya Pradesh Dated : 27.07.2026 Uploaded on
Website.

3. Tender (s) for AYUSH-Kachhi Aushadhiyan (Ayurved and
Unani).

4. Tender (s) for Various Equipment.

5. Tender (s) for Various Drugs.

6. Tender (s) for Various Surgical & Consumables.

All  Prospective bidders are requested to visit

mptenders.gov.in./https:/mpphscl.mp.gov.in,

gem.gov.in" for further details.

M.P. Madhyam/127237/2026

"www.
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SPORTS

v BRIEFLY

Sajan Prakash, Aryan finish
eighth in CWG swimming finals

Two-time Olympian Sajan Prakash and Aryan Nehra finished
eighth in the men’s 200m butterfly and 800m freestyle
finals respectively, while para swimmer Swatik Patil secured
fifth place in the men’s 100m breaststroke SB9 event at the
Commonwealth Games here on Monday.

Prakash, who had qualified as the sixth fastest swimmer
overall from the heats, clocked 1:58.05 to finish last in the
eight-man 200m butterfly final. The 32-year-old from Kerala
had earlier clocked 1:58.59 to finish second in Heat 2
behind Scotland’s Duncan Scott (1:58.29) and book his
place in the final. New Zealand's Lewis Clareburt claimed
the gold medal in 1:55.05, while Australia’s Harrison Turner
(1:55.38) and Matthew Temple (1:55.45) took silver and
bronze respectively. In the men’s 800m freestyle final,
Nehra also finished eighth after clocking 8:07.26. Australia
swept the podium with Sam Short winning gold in 7:39.81,
followed by Benjamin Goedemans (7:46.49) and Matthew
Galea (7:47.10). In para swimming, Patil finished fifth in
the men’s 100m breaststroke SB9 final with a time of
1:15.82. Australia's Beau Matthews won gold in 1:09.41,
New Zealand's Joshua Willmer claimed silver in 1:11.44,
while Australia’s Timothy Hodge bagged bronze in 1:12.74.
The SB9 classification includes swimmers with minimal
weakness affecting their legs, missing feet, a missing leg
below the knee, or hip impairments.

(PTI)

Atiga Mir produces moments
of brilliance in Sweden

Indian racing prodigy Atiqa Mir displayed moments of
brilliance in qualifying and the opening heat race before an
untimely crash spoiled the remainder of her weekend at
Champions of the Future Euro Series Round 4 in Kristianstad,

Sweden.

Considering it was her debut at the Kristianstad Kart Track,
the 11-year-old hardly took any time to get up to speed.
Fresh off a pole position in Italy, Atiqa turned heads by
qualifying only 0.17 seconds off the fastest time in her
Qualifying group for a commendable 10th place and 29th
overall out of 86 drivers. Atiga, the first Indian to be backed
by Formula 1 Academy, qualified second overall among the
wildcard entries. In the round held as a prelude to the high
stakes FIA European Championship here this weekend, Atiqa
got much needed track time for an invaluable experience. In
the races, her seventh place in heat 1 was her best result of
the weekend and came ahead of many established drivers on
the grid. After the impressive show in heat 1, Atiga did not
have much going her way. Starting on the outside row was a
big disadvantage before a crash and two penalties marred
her smooth start to the weekend.

(PTI)

Sarvesh Kushare wins CWG men’s high jump silver

APARAJITA UPADHYAY
M Glasgow

National record holder Sarvesh
Kushare scripted history as
he became the first Indian to
win a silver medal in the men’s
high jump event of the
Commonwealth Games, losing
the gold by the narrowest of
margins in an enthralling
showdown with Jamaica’s
Romaine Beckford.

After sailing over 2.25m,
both the 31-year-old Kushare
and Beckford failed to clear the
2.28m mark. But the Jamaican
took the gold as he had one
less failed attempt than the
Indian on count-back. The
bronze went to Jack Kimani
(2.20m) of England. The other
Indian in the fray, Adarsh Ram,

finished fifth with 2.15m.

Before Monday, Tejaswin
Shankarwas the lone Indian to
have won a high jump medal
— a bronze in the 2022
Birmingham Games. But
Kushare bettered it with his
silver. It was Kushare’s first
medal in the CWG and that too
on debut.

Tejaswin also competed on
Monday and retired after
failing to clear2.05m in his first
attempt. The move was a pre-
cautionary measure for
Tejaswin as he is competing in
the men’s decathlon starting
on Thursday.

The 27-year-old, who has a
personal best of2.29m, has not
competed in too many individ-
ual high jump events in the last
two years as he has been

focussing on decathlon.

Son of an onion farmer at
Devargaon village in
Maharashtra’s Nashik district,
Kushare used to practice high
jump by using makeshift
landing pits made of corn
husks, cotton, and agricultur-

al waste, prepared by his
father and childhood coach.

“It's my first medal, also my
first medal at a major event.
Asian Games and the
Commonwealth Games are
the Games that push for the
Olympics. | want to win a

medal. I will do my best,”
Kushare told PTI after his event.
“Il'want to win a gold medal at
the Asian Games.” Asked what
was going through his mind
before his final two jumps, he
said: “I wanted to do every
jump in the first chance. It was
a good experience.”

On Tejaswin giving him tips
inside the throwing arena,
Kushare said, “Let the player be
intherole. He isa good player.
We will do more competi-
tions. We will do our best.”
Earlier this month, Kushare
scripted history by becoming
the first Indian high jumper to
finish on the podium at a
Diamond League meet, claim-
ing third place on his debutin
Monaco and joining an exclu-
sive four-member club of

Indian achievers. He had
cleared 2.26m to take the third
spotina star-studded field and
grabbed a remarkable per-
sonal milestone. He had set a
national record of 2.31m while
winning gold at the National
Inter-State Championships in
Bhubaneswar last month.

He was the fourth Indian to
finish in top-three of a
Diamond League event after
javelin throw superstar Neeraj
Chopra (13 times since 2022),
long jumper  Murali
Sreeshankar (once in 2023)
and former discus thrower
Vikas Gowda (on two occa-
sions in 2015). A late bloomer,
Kushare first took part in a
national event when he was
nearly 20 at the 2014 Junior
Championships. (PTI)

VAR process of red card
for Switzerland’s Embolo
was wrong: IFAB

Boxers Sachin, Ankush, Sakshi enter CWG quarterfinals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Glasgow

The Indian trio of Sachin
Siwach, Ankush and Sakshi
Chaudhary advanced to the
quarterfinals of their respec-
tive categories in the boxing
competition of the
Commonwealth Games here
on Monday.

Sumit, however, lost a
tight men’s 70kg round of 16
bout to Northern Ireland’s
Jon McConnell by 1-4 split
decision. Earlier, former
world youth champion
Sachin produced a com-
posed performance to beat
England’s William Hewitt 4-
1 in the men’s 60kg class,
winning four of the five
judges’ scorecards.

Judges 1, 2, 3 and 5

Nirupama Devi fails to finish in CWG weightlifting

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Glasgow

India's Nirupama Devi
endured a heartbreaking
outing in the women's 63kg
weightlifting at the
Commonwealth Games on
Tuesday after failing all three
of her clean and jerk
attempts, resulting in a Did
Not Finish. Nirupama, who
had won a silver medal at
last year's Commonwealth
Championships in
Ahmedabad with a total lift
of 217kg (91kg+126kg),
opened her campaign in the
snatch with a failed attempt
at 93kg.

She successfully lifted the
same weight in her second
attempt before her 95kg
attempt failed in her final lift.

Her best lift of 93kg left her
fifth at the end of the snatch

awarded the 26-year-old
Sachin a 29-27 victory, while
Judge 4 favoured Hewitt with
a 29-27 scoreline.

Sachin dominated the
contest with consistent
scoring across the three
rounds. He won the first two
rounds on four judges’ cards
before securing the overall

round, with four lifters ahead
of her. Despite being placed
fifth after the snatch,
Nirupama remained well in
medal contention.
However, the Indian lifter
had a disappointing clean
and jerk. Attempting 123kg, a
weight below the 127kg she

verdict despite one judge
scoring the bout in Hewitt’s
favour. The Indian then
sealed the win despite a
point deduction in the final
round. The victory puts
Sachin one win away from a
CWG medal as he next faces
Botswana’s Treasure Moremi
in the quarters. Moremi

had successfully lifted at the
National Championships
earlier this year, Nirupama
failed on all three attempts,
ending her campaign
without a total.

Canada's Tokyo Olympic
champion Maude Charron
once again stamped her

defeated Lesotho’s Toka
Litabe in another last-16
contest by a 3-2 split decision.
Rising youngster Ankush also
advanced to the quarterfinals
of the men’s 80kg competi-
tion. He won a one-sided
round of 16 bout against Jan
Zalaan of Antigua and
Barbuda 5-0 in @ unanimous
decision by the five judges to
make it to the last-eight
stage. The 20-year-old
Haryana boxer is also one
win away from a medal in his
debut Games. He faces Jade
Micock of Seychelles in the
quarterfinals on Wednesday.

Sakshi, a former world
youth and junior champion,
won her 51kg round of 16
bout against Lethabo
Modukanele of Botswana in
a unanimous 5-0 verdict.

authority on the event,
setting Commonwealth
Games records in both lifts to
clinch her third successive
Games gold medal.

Charron dominated the
snatch with an effortless
102kg before lifting another
Games record of 130kg in the
clean and jerk for a winning
total of 232kg.

England's Sarah Davies
Smale claimed the silver
medal with a total of 217kg
(95kg+122kg), while 17-year-
old Femily-Crystie Notte of
Nauru secured the bronze
with 216kg (100kg+116kg).

Weightlifting has been
India's most productive dis-
cipline at the Games so far
with six of the country's 10
medals so far have come
from the weightlifting arena,
including one in para

powerlifting.

GRAHAM DUNBAR M Geneva

Soccer’s law-making panel
clarified its guidance to ref-
erees which confirmed
Switzerland forward Breel
Embolo should not have
been sent off in the World
Cup quarterfinals against
Argentina.

Embolo’s second yellow
card, after a video review
for simulating being fouled,
changed the momentum of
the game in the 72nd minute
soon after Switzerland tied
the score at 1-1.

Argentina won 3-1in extra
time with help from the red-
card decision that fuelled
complaints, including from
previous opponent Egypt,
referees were favouring
Lionel Messi’s team with deci-
sions. The FIFA-backed rules
panel known as IFAB pub-
lished a clarification on
Monday that VAR protocol for
“mistaken identity” cases
was not eligible for that type
of incident at the World Cup,
though it could be in future
competitions. “However, it
may not be used as such
until that review is conclud-

ed,” the Zurich-based IFAB
said in a statement. Embolo
fell to the ground on being
challenged by Argentina mid-
fielder Leandro Paredes, who
was shown a yellow card.

The VAR officials alerted the
referee to the fact Paredes did
not commit a foul and
instead Embolo was shown a
yellow, his second, and was
sent off. That is not how
“mistaken Identity” is cur-
rently meant to be applied,
which is to correct the referee
when a card is shown to the
wrong player who did not
commit the original foul
penalised. “The referee made
the wrong decision,”
Switzerland coach Murat
Yakin said after the game in
Kansas City. “l know they will
protect their referee but this
rule destroyed our game
today, and it’s very painful,
and to be eliminated in that
way hurts a lot.”

IFAB clarified the card “can
only be reviewed to identify
the player who committed
the offence that was
penalised; the offense itself
cannot be
reviewed/changed.” (AP)

Pakistan’s Usman Tariq criticises
batters questioning his bowling action

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Karachi

Pakistan’s mystery spinner
Usman Tariq has criticised the
growing trend of batters
questioning the legality of his
bowling action whenever
they are dismissed by him.

Tariq, who played in this
year’s T20 World Cup, had to
face a similar situation
recently in The Hundred in
the UK where Australian
batter Tim David gestured for
a no-ball after being caught
behind during a match
between Trent Rockets and
Birmingham Phoenix.

“Itis not the batters job to
do these things. The umpires
and match referee is there to

watch everything. If I am
allowed to bowl by the
umpire it means my bowling
action is legal,” Usman said in
an interview.

Tariq, who is the only other
Pakistan player apart from

Abrar Ahmed participating
in The Hundred, said it is frus-
trating to see batters ques-
tion his action every time.

“Maybe the umpires and
match referee need to do
something. | remember even
in the International T20
League in Dubai England’s
Tom Banton did the same
thing, and at that time, I let
him know my thoughts very
clearly after getting him out,”
Tariq said.

Former India spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin has
said a few times in the past
that Tariqg’s bowling action, in
which he takes a pause, is not
out of the rule books, and that
itis difficult for the bowler to
execute as well.

JEROME PUGMIRE M Paris

Moments after being
coach on Tuesday, Zinedine
Zidane clenched his fists and
his usually measured voice
trembled a little. “I'm
excited,” he said. “The France
team makes you dream. We
have extraordinary players,
an extraordinary team.”
Zidane coached Real
Madrid until leaving in 2021.
He replaces

player. “I've waited five years
for this chance, so that’s
why I'm a bit emotional,”
said Zidane, adding that it
was the happiest day of his

career as coach. “I've always

announced as France’s new

Didier
Deschamps at the helm of
France team he led to glory
as arguably its greatest ever

watched this side as a fan
and also as a future coach, |
won'’t hide it.” Zidane added.
“That’s why I didn’t take a
club side. I told myself that
the only thing I wanted to do
after Madrid was taking the
France team.” French
Football Federation presi-
dent Philippe Diallo
announced Zidane’s
appointment at the FFF head-
quarters in Paris on Tuesday,
saying he has been given a 4-
year contract.

Diallo called the hiring of
Zidane “an exceptional
moment, exceptional
because of the person sat
next to me,” adding that
Zidane “is one of the legends
of French soccer.”

The 54-year-old Zidane
could have gone to another

club after leaving Madrid in
2021. But there was no way
he would. “I had some offers
during the five years | was
away to take charge of a
club,” he said. “I turned them
all down for the France team.
It was the only thing I

wanted to do.” Zidane called
it “an immense joy” taking
charge. “I have so many
emotions, | am ready for the
challenge,” he said. “That’s
what motivates me.” Zidane
praised Deschamps, who
won the 2018 World Cup

Zidane realises his dream as he takes charge of France team

and stepped down after the
recent edition, where Les
Bleus lost in the semifinals to
Spain. “Today | have the
opportunity to be in charge
of this team and I will give
everything so that this team
can win,” Zidane said. “I
would also like to congratu-
late DD (Deschamps) for
these remarkable years.”
Diallo said he met Zidane
for talks in February, 2025
after Deschamps said he
would stand down after the
2026 World Cup. Zidane said
France would play different-
ly to how it did under
Deschamps. “What moti-
vates me is the game, [ was
aNo. 10, Ilike goals,” Zidane
said. “l was a leader on the
field and now I want to be a
leader by experience.” (AP)

Batting collapse haunt Pakistan ahead of chase

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Karachi

Pakistan will be desperate to
avoid yet another batting col-
lapse, a recurring problem
over the last 10 months, when
they begin their chase in the
opening Test against the West
Indies at Tarouba on Tuesday.

At stumps on the third day,
the West Indies had stretched
their overall lead to 155 runs
with three wickets in hand
after another eventful day
dominated by the fast
bowlers. All 27 wickets to fall
in the match have been
claimed by pacers, with West
Indies all-rounder Justin
Greaves starring with a five-
wicket haul after Pakistan
were bowled out for 282 in
reply to the hosts’ first-innings

total of 311. Resuming on 199
for three, Pakistan appeared
well-placed at 242 without
further loss before suffering a
dramatic collapse. They lost
their last seven wickets for
just38 runs, including the final

five for 16, as Greaves ripped
through the lower order with
four wickets in four overs.
The latest meltdown was
the sixth major batting col-
lapse for Pakistan in the last
10 months, again exposing the

lack of contributions from
the lower order.

Since the start of the
current  World Test
Championship cycle in
October last year, Pakistan
have endured similar collaps-
es in every Test series. Against
South Africa in Lahore, they
lost five wickets for 16 runs in
the firstinnings and seven for
48 in the second. In the
second Test at Rawalpindi,
they lost their last five wickets
for17 runs in the first innings
and six for 42 in the second as
South Africa levelled the two-
match series.

Pakistan’s batting woes
continued in Bangladesh in
May this year, where they
lost five wickets for just 11 runs
in Dhaka on their way to a 0-
2 series defeat.

Arshad ready for CWG qualifiers: Coach Butt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Karachi

Defending Commonwealth
Games champion Arshad
Nadeem has put behind a
difficult build-up caused by
inclement weather in
Switzerland and is “all keyed
up” for the men’s javelin
throw qualification round,
his long-time coach Salman
Butt said on Tuesday.
Arshad, Pakistan’s bright-
est medal hope at the Games
after the country’s athletes
endured a medal-less cam-
paign so far, finished ninth at
the Lucerne Silver Meet in
Switzerland earlier this
month but has since adapted
to the conditions in Glasgow
ahead of the qualifiers on
July 30. “Look, the rain didn’t

allow Arshad a proper build-
up before the competition
and he took time to adjust to
the wet surface conditions,”
Butt told PTI over the phone.

He said the reigning

Olympic champion strug-
gled to find his rhythm in
Switzerland after arriving
directly from a training camp
in the hot conditions of
Lahore. “He couldn’t settle
into a rhythm in Switzerland
but now is adjusting to
similar conditions in
Glasgow. “He is all keyed up
for the qualifiers and wants
to do well again in this com-
petition,” Butt said.

Arshad managed a best
throw of 78.47 metres in
Lucerne, well below the stan-
dards he has produced over
the last few years.

The Pakistani star, who
won the Commonwealth
Games gold in Birmingham
in 2022 in the absence of
India’s Neeraj Chopra, will be
joined by compatriot

Muhammad Yasir in the qual-
ification round. India will
field Neeraj Chopra, Rohit
Yadav and Yash Vir Singh in
the event. Twenty athletes
will compete in the qualifica-
tion round, with the top 12
advancing to the final. The
automatic qualification mark
has been set at 83 metres.

The event has generated
considerable interest
because of the much-antic-
ipated rivalry between
Arshad and Neeraj.

While Neeraj missed the
2022 Commonwealth Games
due to fitness issues, Arshad
went on to claim the gold
before scripting history by
winning the Olympic title in
Paris in 2024 with a record
throw of 92.97 metres, an
Olympic and Asian record.
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Ajaya wins Commonwealth Games silver in 79kg weightlifting

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Glasgow

Fast-rising Indian
weightlifter Valluri Ajaya
Babu produced a remarkable
performance to win the
silver medal in the men’s
79kg category and continue
the country’s successful run
in the sport at the ongoing
Commonwealth
Games here.

The 21-year-old from
Andhra Pradesh’s
Vizianagaram district lifted a
Games record 149kg in
snatch and 181kg in clean
and jerk for a total of 330kg
to win the second prize, nar-
rowly missing out on gold to
Malaysia’s Erry Hidayat
Muhammad, who totalled a
Games record 331kg (147 +
184) during a gripping
contest on Monday night.

This was India’s sixth
medal in weightlifting in the
current edition of the Games.

England’s Chris Murray
settled for bronze with a

Saransh Jain gets maiden India Test call-up for Sri Lanka series

KUSHAN SARKAR M New Delhi

Veteran Madhya Pradesh off-
spinner Saransh Jain earned
his maiden Test call-up on
Tuesday, capping a decade of
consistent domestic perfor-

total of 325. First, Hidayat
lifted 181kg to smash the
Games record, the Indian
then bettered it within
seconds by lifting 181kg in his

mances as the selectors
announced India’s 15-
member squad for the two-
match series against Sri Lanka
next month. As reported by
PTI on Sunday, the 33-year-old
Saransh was in contention

final attempt to break the
record again for 330kg.
Hidayat did one better,
breaking the record again
with a lift of 184kg in his final

due to Washington Sundar’s
likely unavailability for the
opening Test because of his
ongoing rehabilitation from a

attempt to win the gold
medal. Earlier, after a failed
second attempt at 149kg,
Ajaya Babu made a fine
comeback to lift the weight

in his final try and set a new
Games record, finishing at
the top of the heap at the
end of snatch section ahead
of England’s Chris Murray
(148kg) and Malaysia’s Erry
Hidayat Muhammad (147kg).

He had 145kg listed as his
first attempt and nailed it
too easily. Entering the clean
and jerk section on a high,
Ajaya Babu looked confi-
dent of winning the top prize
but his opponent from
Malaysia edged the Indian
out eventually.

Seen as one of India’s
fastest-growing lifters, Ajaya
Babu had in the past won the
gold medal in the men’s
79kg category at the 2025
Commonwealth
Championships in
Ahmedabad with a person-
al-best total lift of 335kg
(152kg snatch + 183kg clean
& jerk), breaking the cham-
pionship records. That per-
formance earned him his
direct qualification spot for
Glasgow 2026. In the 2024

Commonwealth
Championships, he secured
double gold medals across
both the junior and senior

divisions in the men’s 81kg
category in Suva, Fiji.

After that, in the 2025
World Championships, the

youngster was placed 16th
overall in a highly competi-
tive 39-lifter field in Forde,
Norway.

hamstring injury. The short
series will be played in Galle
(August 15 to 19) and Colombo
(August 23 to 27).
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