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No India role in Nijjar killing: Canada

RCMP's clarification comes as Canadian and US agencies target Lawrence Bishnoi gang

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

The Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP) has stated that
its investigation into the 2023
killing of Sikh separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar has
found no evidence connect-
ing Indian Government offi-
cials to the crime.

The clarification came on
Tuesday as Canadian author-
ities, in coordination with
the United States, targeted
transnational criminal net-
works allegedly involved in
the murder.

RCMP Deputy
Commissioner Lisa Moreland,
while briefing on Operation
Hard Ball, explicitly ruled
out any Indian Government

An FBI Wanted poster for Satinderjeet Singh also known as Goldy Brar is displayed at a news
conference at the Federal Building in Los Angeles on Tuesday, July 7

Canada, leading to the expul-
sion of diplomats on both
sides and a sharp deteriora-
tion in bilateral ties that
lasted nearly two years.

India had consistently
rejected the allegations,
pointing instead to the
growing influence of
transnational criminal gangs
operating from Canadian
soil and the space allegedly
provided to pro-Khalistani
elements.

On the same day, the US
Department of Justice (DOJ)
unsealed indictments
against 24 individuals linked
to three major transnation-
al criminal syndicates,
including the Lawrence

ap Bishnoi gang, which has

involvement. “There is no
evidence through this organ-
ised crime investigation and
the charges and indictment
laid forth that Indian officials
were charged or involved in
these investigations,”
Moreland told CBC News.

She added, “As with any
good arrest, there were over
50 search warrants that were
conducted today... I firmly
state that nothing has come
out today to link the Indian
government.”

The RCMP’s position marks
a clear departure from claims
made by then Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, who in
September 2023 alleged in
Parliament that Indian offi-
cials may have been involved

been charged with orches-
trating Nijjar’s assassination.

The other groups named
in the indictment are the
Jaggu Bhagwanpuria cartel
and the criminal syndicate
led by Ravinder Singh
Dhanda.

in Nijjar’s killing outside a gur-
dwara in Surrey, British
Columbia. Nijjar was a desig-
nated terrorist in India.
Trudeau’s remarks trig-
gered a major diplomatic
crisis between India and

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Dubai

US President Donald Trump
threatened on Wednesday
to strike Iran’s civilian infra-
structure and to seize Kharg
Island, with its oil infrastruc-
ture, just hours after he said
the ceasefire was over.

“We hit them very hard last
night,” Trump said. “We’ll
probably hit them hard again
tonight.”

Trump made the remark
in Ankara on the sidelines of
the NATO summit. He said
the strikes are continued
retaliation for attacks on
commercial vessels in the
Strait of Hormuz. “Maybe
we’'ll take over Kharg Island.
We may take over Kharg
Island. There’s not a thing
they could do about it,”
Trump said.

The US launched strikes
on Iran early Wednesday,
hours after it revoked a
license authorising the sale of
Iranian oil.

US-Iran ceasefire crumbles
as Trump hardens stand

US President Donald Trump, foreground with other NATO

leaders at the organisation summit in Ankara AP

CRUDE SURGE BATTERS MARKETS

New Delhi: Indian equities declined. The Sensex
slumped on Wednesday as tumbled 1,677 points (2.15
rising geopolitical tensions per cent) and the Nifty lost
between the US and Iran 517 points (2.12 per cent),
sent Brent crude soaring marking their steepest

6.18 per cent to $78.74 a single-day fall in over two
barrel, triggering heavy months. Analysts said fears
selling in oil marketing, of prolonged Middle East
aviation and paint stocks. conflict, supply disruptions
HPCL, 10C and BPCL fell up through the Strait of Hormuz
to 4.6 per cent, while and higher inflation weighed
InterGlobe Aviation, SpiceJet on investor sentiment.

and major paint makers also DETAILED REPORT ON >> P11

LeT commander
Killed in J&K

MOHIT KANDHARI B Jammu

e ByStander

Coinciding with the 10th
anniversary of gunning down
Burhan Wani, the poster boy
of the pro-Pakistan Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorist outfit, a
joint team of the security
forces on Wednesday tracked
down a top-ranking comman-
der of the banned Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) before neutralising
himin the Chhanapora area of
Shopian district.

The anti-terrorist operation
was launched in the area on
Saturday by the joint team of
the Rashtriya Rifles unit, Special

FLASH FLOODS CUT OFF
ROADS IN HIMACHAL

Flash floods triggered by heavy rain
disrupted road connectivity in parts
of Himachal Pradesh’s Shimla
district on Wednesday, leaving
several villages temporarily cut off.
Officials said a surge in the Ganvi
Khad stream damaged a temporary
bridge in Rampur subdivision,
snapping road links to the twin
panchayats of Kyao and Kut and
causing hardship for residents.
Videos circulating on social media
showed commuters stranded on
both sides of the swollen stream as
locals attempted to restore access
by clearing stones and debris. The
flooding followed heavy rainfall in
the upper reaches of the Same;j
Khad catchment on Tuesday
evening, with strong currents
submerging roads at several
locations and disrupting traffic.
According to the Meteorological
Department, Jatton Barrage in
Sirmaur recorded 70.5 mm of
rainfall since Tuesday evening.

GARBAGE MOUNTAIN
BURIES PUNE OFFICE

A three-storey office building of a
private waste-processing
company collapsed after a
massive garbage mound fell onto
itin Moshi, Pune district, on
Wednesday, trapping at least 16
people, officials said.

Rescue teams had pulled out
seven people alive from the
debris by evening, while efforts
continued to rescue eight to nine
others still feared trapped. The
injured survivors were shifted to
hospitals for treatment. The
incident occurred around

1.45 pm in the Pimpri-Chinchwad
area following heavy rains. The
building was being used as an
administrative office by a private
firm processing waste at the site
on behalf of the civic body.
Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal
Corporation Commissioner Vijay
Suryawanshi said the office was
located next to a huge mound of
legacy waste.

A security official keeps vigil
near the encounter site in

Shopian, J&K PTI

Operations Group of Jammu
and Kashmir Police and
Central Reserve Police Force
soon after the suspected
movement of two local terror-
ists of LeT came on the radar
of the CCTV surveillance
system in the area. The first
contact with the LeT terrorists
was established during a
cordon and search operation
in a dense orchard in the
Meemandar area. The securi-
ty forces exercised utmost
restraint while maintaining
the tight cordon in the nearby
villages.

CHANCHAL GOLA B Ramnagar

The Corbett tiger landscape
has for long been famous for
its tigers, elephants and other
rich wildlife and forests
visited by nature enthusiasts
from across India and abroad.
However, recent trends point
towards a rising number of
people visiting this area for
wild recreational events
which often violate the law.
Increasing party tourism in
resorts dotting this wildlife
rich landscape is becoming a
cause for concern.
Following Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s appeal to
promote destination wed-
dings in Uttarakhand, the
area surrounding Corbett
National Park has also
emerged as a popular venue

India to help restore
Prambanan temple

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH
l New Delhi/Ayodhya

PM Narendra Modi during the inauguration of the Prambanan

Temple Restoration Project in Yogyakarta, Indonesia

PTI

ASHOKE RAJ | New Delhi

In a powerful reaffirmation of
civilisational ties, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Indonesian  President
Prabowo Subianto on
Wednesday jointly inaugurat-
ed the restoration and con-
servation project of the iconic
Prambanan Temple complex,
a UNESCO World Heritage
Site that stands as a living tes-
tament to the deep cultural

and spiritual connect
between India and
Indonesia.

The grand ceremony at
the 9th-century temple
complex in Yogyakarta
marked the formal launch of
a collaborative initiative

on the first leg of his three-
nation tour, described the
project as a “shining example
of the enduring civilisation-
al bonds” that have linked the
two nations for centuries.
“Built in the 9th century,
the Prambanan Temple
complex s the largest temple
complex in Indonesia dedi-
cated to the Trimurti — Lord
Brahma, Lord Vishnu and
Lord Shiva,” the Ministry of
External Affairs noted. “It
stands as an enduring symbol
of the shared civilisational
and cultural heritage
between India and
Indonesia.”The visit came
just a day after the exchange
of a Letter of Intent between
the two countries to initiate

The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust has
set up a three-member
committee to oversee its
State Bank of India (SBI)
accounts. The committee
includes Interim General
Secretary Krishna Mohan,
Chandan Rai, a chartered
accountant by profession,
and chief engineer and
project manager of the
temple, Jagdish Afale. From
now on, all financial trans-

Police personnel escort accused in the alleged Ram temple
donation theft case in Ayodhya on Wednesday

Ram temple trust tightens purse strings

Rai and trustee Anil Mishra,
who stepped down on
moral grounds after the
Uttar Pradesh Government’s
SIT shared its initial findings
with the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust. The investiga-
tion began when reports of
missing cash bundles from
temple offerings came out
in late May 2026, leading to
FIRs against several people,
including temple staff.
The new committee
structure is meant to

PTI encourage shared responsi-

actions or payments from
SBI accounts need the
approval and signatures of
all three members.

This change follows

recent resignations and an
ongoing Special
Investigation Team (SIT)

probe embezzlement of general secretary Champat

bility. The introduction of a
committee to manage SBI
accounts is meant to reduce
the risk of irregularities and
improve oversight.

temple donations. On July 6,
2026, the trust accepted the
resignations of former

Mahadev Book kingpin held in Oman

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH M New Delhi

Sourabh Chandrakar, the main
accused and an alleged promoter of
Mahadev Book, an online betting plat-
form, has been detained in Oman. The
Royal Oman Police arrested him weeks
ago after an Interpol Red Notice was
issued by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) the and Chhattisgarh Police.
Indian agencies, led by the CBI, have
sent a formal extradition request
with court records, non-bailable war-
rants and other evidence.

Chandrakar, his associate, Ravi Uppal,
and others.

The ED has repeatedly said that its
investigation found connections to
powerful people in Chhattisgarh.
Former Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel was accused of getting ?508
crore in kickbacks through a cash
courier named Asim Das. Baghel has
denied these claims, saying they are
politically motivated and meant to
damage his reputation before the
elections.

Sourabh Chandrakar FILE PHOTO CBI raids and other investigations
Chandrakar, from Chhattisgarh and have focused on hawala operators,
in his early 30s, is held at the high-secu- The ED has filed several cash couriers, and intermediaries,

under which the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) will lead technical
and restoration efforts from
the Indian side. Modi, who is

State Visit to India in 2025.

for wedding celebrations,
giving a significant boost to
local tourism and employ-
ment. However, the changing
nature of tourism has also
raised fresh concerns.

The Corbett landscape,
once known for its peace,
natural beauty and wildlife
experiences, is increasingly
witnessing complaints of
late-night loud music, liquor
parties and objectionable
activities in some resorts.
Recently, the Kumaon
chapter of Uttarakhand
Against Noise Pollution was
also launched in the Corbett
landscape by locals who
are raising their voice
against noise pollution from
resorts. Environmentalists
believe such activities are
not only affecting the cultur-

the ambitious conservation
project, an outcome of the
understanding reached
during President Prabowo’s

illegal entry.

Sunlight penetrating through the dense forest of Corbett Tiger Reserve

rity Al Khoud detention centre in
Muscat. Reports say he entered Oman
with a fake Indonesian passport.
Omani authorities have also started a
separate case for passport fraud and

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

chargesheets, naming 74 entities and
arresting 13 people. It has seized
assets worth over %1,700 crore, includ-
ing properties in Dubai and India. The
agency has also sought fugitive eco-
nomic offender (FEO) status for

Corbett’s wildlife pays the price for growing wedding and party tourism

al identity of Devbhoomi
(abode of gods) but are also
disturbing the natural
behaviour of wildlife in the
surrounding forests.

The issue came under the
spotlight recently after police
raided a party at a resort in
Sanwalde near Ramnagar.
According to the police, the
raid was conducted follow-
ing complaints of obscenity,
cash being showered on
dancers and other objec-
tionable activities during the
event reportedly hosted by a
pesticide company owner
from Meerut in neighbouring
Uttar Pradesh. The police
arrested the accused and
sealed the resort.

According to officials, a
case was registered under
section 210/2026, 143 of

uncovering a complicated money
trail from Indian bettors to operators
in the UAE and possibly beyond.
Chandrakar and Uppal left India for
Dubai around 2019 as enforcement
increased.

Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita,
Immoral Traffic (Prevention)
Act, Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act,
Excise Act and the Juvenile
Justice Act. The incident has
triggered a wider debate
across the state over the
changing face of tourism in
the Corbett region.

Local residents claim that
this is not an isolated inci-
dent. They allege that some
resort operators are encour-
aging such events in pursuit
of higher profits. Large
groups from Delhi, Haryana,
Meerut, Gurugram, Noida
and other places reportedly
visit this region primarily for
weekend parties featuring
alcohol, DJ nights and even
objectionable activities in
some cases.
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BEDKHALI NOTICE

I, Mazid Mohmmad
R/o #1242, Morigate,
Manimajra Chandigarh
declare that My son
Shazad is out of my
control. | debar him from
all my moveable and
immovable properties. If
anybody deals with him
we will not be
responsible.

We, Sham Sundar
Arora S/o Des Ram and
Kachan Arora W/o Sham
Sundar Arora R/o Model
Town Tehsil Pehowa
District Kurukshetra, our
son Sahil are out of our
control. We, disown her
from all moveable and
immovable properties. If
anybody deals with her at
their own risk.

We, Rachna W/o Atul
and Atul S/o Naresh
Kumar R/o 6546, OP
Lahori Gate Amrik Singh
Nagar, Amritsar have
declare that our son
Pratham and daughter
Bhawna are out of our
control we disinherit them
from our all movable and
immovable properties
anybody deal with them is
his  own risk  and
responsibility.

I, Sukhbir Singh
Kaushik S/o Sh. Amrit Lal
R/o H.No. 161, New
Vishal Nagar, Rohtak
Haryana declare that my
Bhaskar Kaushik and his
wife Gayatri Sharma are
out of my control. So |
disown them from my all
moveable/immoveable
properties. Any body
dealing with them at their
own risk. | or my family
are not responsible for
any type of their any legal
or illegal acts.

We, Tek Chand Goyal
S/o Mohan Lal Goyal and
Anjali Goyal W/o Tek
Chand Goyal both R/o H.
No. 427, Phase-10, Tehsil
and District S.A.S. Nagar
(Mohali) Punjab, declare
that our daughter Prabya
Goyal, is out of our
control. We disown her
from all our moveable/
immoveable properties.
Anybody dealing with her
will do so at their own
risk.

I Swarn Kaur W/o
Ram Kishan R/o Village
Nada, Post office Naya
Gaon, District SAS Nagar
Mohali Punjab inform that
my son Paramijit and his
wife Yogita are out of my
control. | Disown them
from my all moveable and
immovable  properties.
Anybody who deals with
them will do at their own
Risk.
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I, Vir Pal Salhan S/o
Mohinder Pal R/o Village
and PO Dagana Kalan,
Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab,
India, declare that my
passport No. R7815853
My wife name has been
wrongly mentioned as
Promila. But the correct
name of my wife in all
documents is Promila
Salhan. Concerned note.

I, Mukesh Gupta S/o
Satpall Aggarwal R/o
Street No. 01, W. No 31,
Krishna Lane, Central
Town Hoshiarpur 146001
Punjab, India, declare that
my father was expire. My
passport No. P7588776.
My father name has been
wrongly mentioned as
Satpal Aggarwal. But my
all documents my father
correct name is Satpall
Aggarwal Concerned
note.

I, Manoj Kumari W/o
Vijay Kumar R/o #29
Swagat City Khuni Majra
Sector-115 Kharar Po.
Kharar (SAS Nagar,
Mohali) declared that in
my daughter Deepika
Education certificate my
name wrongly entered
Vinod Kumari. But my
correct name is Manoj
Kumari. So | amended my
name from Vinod Kumari
to Manoj Kumari in my
daughter Education
Certificate.

| Baldev Singh S/o
Jagar Singh vpo Patti

Deep Singh, Bhadaur,
Tehsil Tapa, (Barnala)
hereby state that the

Jamabandi (land record)
for my land incorrectly
lists my name as Hardev
Singh S/o Jagger Singh;
whereas my correct name
is Baldev Singh S/oJagar
Singh. | request that this
record be rectified.

I, Soma Rani alias
Harpreet Kaur  W/o
Baljinder Singh R/o

Village Theri, District Sri
Muktsar Sahib, hereby
declare that until today |
have been known by both
the above-mentioned
names. | have now
changed my name to
Harpreet Kaur. Now | shall
be known the name of
Harpreet Kaur.

I, Vaishali Mother of
15600474L Spr Pawar
Sameer residing at Vill.
Pawar Vasti Kundalgaon
Distt. Nashik
(Maharashtra) 413104
have changed my name
from Vaishali to Vaishali
Bhavrao Pawar and date
of birth 25.05.1975 to
02.01.1977 vide Affidavit
date 08.07.2026 before
notary public Distt. Court
Bathinda (PB).

I, Ushabai Mother of
15573860L hav Dinesh
Magan Patil residing at
Vill.  Kavpimpri  Distt.
Jalgaon  (Maharashtra)
425401 have changed my
name from Ushabai to
Ushabai Magan Patil and
date of birth 12.03.1960 to
01.06.1961 vide Affidavit
date 08.07.2026 before
notary public Distt. Court
Bathinda (PB).

I, Vaishali Dinesh
Patil Wife of 15573860L
hav Dinesh Magan Patil
residing at Vill. Kavpimpri
Distt. Jalgaon
(Maharashtra) 425401
have changed my date of
birth 16.12.1984 to
16.02.1984 vide Affidavit
date 08.07.2026 before
notary public Distt. Court
Bathinda (PB).

I, Magan Father of
15573860L hav Dinesh
Magan Patil residing at Vill.
Kavpimpri Distt. Jalgaon
(Maharashtra) 425401
have changed my name
from Magan to Magan
Gulabrao Patil and date of
birth 01.06.1955 to
01.01.1945 vide Affidavit
date 08.07.2026 before
notary public Distt. Court
Bathinda (PB).

I, Army No 1391817F
Ex-Nb Sub Harcharan
Singh Chahill R/o St. No. 3,
Multania Road Bachan
Colony Tehsil & Dist.
Bathinda . | have changed
My wife name from Jagdip
Kaur to Jagdeep Kaur and
DOB from 25-05-1954 to
01-05-1955 vide Affidavit
No IN-
PB67544264582098Y
dated 07-07-2026.

CHANGE OF NAME
A R <y

I, Suman Rani Alias
Suman w/o Baljeet r/o
Khairati Khera, Tehsil &
District Fatehabd Haryana
have changed my name
from Suman Rani to
Suman. In future | should
be known as Suman.

I, No. 1243416L Hav
Tarlok Singh (Retd) son of
Sh. Massa Singh resident
of Village Chanda Lubana
(Now Jhanda Lubana), PO
Bhani Main Khan, Tehsil
and Distt Gurdaspur,
Punjab have changed
name of my dependent
daughter from Jasbir to
Jasbir Kaur. Concerned
note.

I, No. 15201495A Ex-
Gnr (MACP Nk) Sushil
Kumar S/o Sh. Diwan
Singh resident of Village
and PO — Datarpur Tehsil -
Mukerian Distt. -
Hoshiarpur (PB) have
changed my daughter's
name from Sakshi to
Sakshi Choudhary.
Concern Note.

I, No. 3988252L Ex-
Hav (MACP Nb Sub)
Satish Kumar S/o Sh.
Thakur Singh resident of
Village  Bariowal PO
Bariowal Tehsil Dasuya
Distt Hoshiarpur (PB) have
changed my daughter's
name from Tamana Thakur
to Tamanna  Thakur.
Concern Note.

| Pushpraj s/i Dina
Nath r/o h.no 293 ram
Nagar Tehsil camp distt
panipat declared change
my name from Pushp Raj
khursija to Pushpraj and in
future my name is
Pushpraj.

I Parshotam Dass
Bansal s/o shiv ji ram
Bansal r/lo h.no 120
sukhdev  Nagar distt
panipat declared change
my name from Parshotam
Dass Bansal to Parshotam
Bansal and in future my
name is Parshotam
Bansal.

| Gitika D/o Pushpraj
r/o h.no 293 ram Nagar
Tehsil camp distt panipat
declared change my name
from Gitika khursija to
Gitika and in future my
name is Gitika.

I, Anita w/o Parshotam
Dass Bansal r/o h.no 120
sukhdev  Nagar distt
panipat declared change
my name from Anita to
Anita Bansal and in future
my name is Anita Bansal.

I, Rakesh Kumar S/o

Som Nath R/o VPO
Damla, Distt. Yamuna
Nagar, declears that
Rakesh Kumar, Rakesh

Kumar Gupta and Rakesh
Gupta all names are mine
One and Same Person.

I, Mehruba wife of
Irfan resident of Village
Mandauli Tehsil Jagadhri
Distt. Yamunanagar have
changed my minor son’s
name from Rehman to
Abdul Rehman.

I, Neelam Rani W/o
Vijay Kumar R/o
Hundewala, Yamuna
Nagar, Tehsil Jagadhri,
Distt. Yamuna Nagar,
Haryana -135003, INDIA
have changed my minor
daughter’'s name from
Niharika to Niharika
Kansye.

I, Neelam Rani W/o
Vijay Kumar R/o
Hundewala, Yamuna
Nagar, Tehsil Jagadhri,
Distt. Yamuna Nagar,
Haryana -135003, INDIA
have changed my minor
son’s name from Yuvraj to
Yuvraj Kansye.

I, Meenakshi W/o
Sanjeev Kumar R/o 2228,
Sector 18, Part -2,
Jagadhri, Tehsil Jagadhri,
Distt. Yamuna Nagar,
Haryana -135003, INDIA
have changed my minor

daughter’s name from
Apeksha to Apeksha
Tandon.

I, Shamsher Singh,
son of Inder Singh and a
resident of Mahmudpur
(Tehsil Gohana, Sonipat),
state that my name is
recorded as Shamsher in
the documents of my son,
Sourabh Attri, whereas it is
recorded as Shamsher
Singh in his passport. In
my own documents, my
name is recorded as
Shamsher Singh.
Shamsher' and Shamsher
Singh are the names of the
same person.

I, Surinder Kaur
widow daughter of Army
No 14307584N Ex Naik
(Late) Jagmit Singh and
W/o Late Sh. Amarjeet
Singh at present resident
of VPO- Dhin Tehsil-
Barara District- Ambala
Haryana 133202 Haryana
declare that my correct
name Surinder Kaur and
DOB 08-06-1981.which is
mentioned wrongly Rita
and DOB 30-05-1980 in
the service records of my
deceased father.

I, Subhash Sharma
S/o Nand Kishor Sharma
R/o B-8, Tarloki ki chakki
boh (27) Ambala 133021
declared that | have
changed my name from
Subhash Kumar to
Subhash Sharma. This is
for all future references.

I, Shiv Dyal S/o
Satpal, R/o village Nagal,
P. O Nagal Khajuri, Tehsil
Jagadhri, Distt.
Yamunanagar, declared
that in my minor son Aditya
Chouhan's 10th certificate
his name is written as
Aditya Chauhan which is
incorrect. while my son's
correct name is Aditya
Chouhan.

I, Anjna Jindal W/o
Parveen Kumar R/o Jindal
House Ward No.4, Amloh,
Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab, |
have changed my name
from Anjna Jindal to
Anjana Jindal.

I, 19002210K Nk
Deshmukh Pravin Jagdish
S/O Jagdishrao Sudama
Deshmukh R/O Village
Bhera, Tehsil Malegaon,
Distt Washim,
Maharashtra Declare That
In My Army Service
Record Name Of My
Father Erroneously Written
As Deshmukh Jagdish
Whereas His Correct
Name Is Jagdishrao
Sudama Deshmukh.

I, JC-294073M Sub
Raj Kumar S/O Shree
Niwas Singh R/O Tenduni,
Po Bikramganj, Distt
Rohtas (Bihar) Declare
That In My Army Service
Record Name Of My Wife
Erroneously Written As
Kiran Bala Whereas Her
Correct Name Is Kumari
Kiran Bala. All Concerned
Please Note.

I, Nirmala, Mother of
Army No.13632178F,
Rank: NK, Name: Satpute
Laxman Dattarao,
Presently Serving in 11
Mahar, residing at Isad,
Isad Parbhani Gangakhed,
Maharashtra-431514, |
have changed my name
from Nirmala to Nirmala
Dattarao Satpute, Vide
Affidavit Dated 27 June
2026 Before Notery Public
Sub-Divn. Rampur Bsr
(H.P.)

I, Nikhil S/o Shri.
Ramesh Kumar Vasudev
R/o House No. 117,
Sector-18 Panchkula

Haryana have changed my
name from Nikhil to Nikhil
Vasudev

I, Satpute Dattarao,
Father of Army
No.13632178F, Rank: NK,
Name: Satpute Laxman

Dattarao, Presently
Serving in 11 Mahar,
residing at Isad, Isad,
Parbhani, Gangakhed
Maharashtra- 431514, |

have changed my name
from Satpute Dattarao to
Datta Govindrao Satpute.
Vide Affidavit Dated 27
June 2026 Before Notery
Public Sub-Divn. Rampur
Bsr (H.P.)

I, K Subramani Father
of Army No.4577007L,
Rank: Hav, Name: Arun
Kumar S, Presently
Serving in 11 Mahar,
residing at No.12 New
Model House Coromandal,

Post KGF, Tehsil- KGF,
District- Kolar, State-
Karnatka-563118, | have

changed my name from K
Subramani to Subramani
K. Vide Affidavit Dated 02
July 2026 Before Notery
Public Thangaraj S, Govt.
of India, District- Kolar
State Karnataka.

I, No JC-781604H
Rank Nb/Sub Name
Somnath Vasant Dhame
presently serving in 8 R&O
FIt/ 661 Army Avn Sgn C/o
56 APO, R/0 Vill-Davane
Mala, PO-Ambethan, Teh-
Khed, Dist- Pune,
(Maharashtra) declare that
correct name and (D.O.B)
of my mother's is Baby
Vasant Dhame
(07.04.1965)  which is
mentioned wrongly in my
army service record as
Baby (01.07.1964), so
both names and DOB
pertain to one and the
same person.

I, No JC-781604H
Rank Nb/Sub  Name
Somnath Vasant Dhame
presently serving in 8 R&O
FIt/ 661 Army Avn Sgn C/o
56 APO, R/0 Vill-Davane
Mala, PO-Ambethan, Teh-
Khed, Dist- Pune,
(Maharashtra) declare that
correct name and (D.O.B)
of my Father's is Vasant
Raosaheb Dhame
(01.06.1960)  which is
mentioned wrongly in my
army service record as
Vasant (01.07.1960), so
both names and DOB
pertain to one and the
same person.

I, Rinku Kumar S/o.
Som Singh R/o. # Village
Bhul Kheri, Po Jaidhari,
Tehsil-Chhachhrauli, Distt
Yamunanagar have
changed my minor Son
name from Goutam to
Gautam.

I, Ramesh Kumar S/o
Kanwar Bhan, H.No.
2262/11, Gali Vikram, I/s
Lohgar Gate, Amritsar,
Punjab-143001 have
changed my name from
Rakesh Kumar to Rakesh
Kumar Verma.

I, Manjeet Singh S/o
Balkar Singh R/o Jodhe,
PO Jodhe, Distt. Amritsar,
Punjab-143204 have
changed my name from
Manjeet Singh to Manijit
Singh.

Manju Arora, formerly
known as Manju Bala
Arora, wife of Sanjay
Arora, residing at 154L/1,
Model Town, Sonipat,
Haryana do hereby
declare that | have
changed my name from
Manju Bala Arora to Manju
Arora. Henceforth, | shall
be known and identified by
the name Manju Arora for
all purposes, including all
official records and
documents.

I, Neeraj Kalra S/o
Radha Krishan R/o
H.No.31, Sanjay Vihar,
Gobindpura, Yamuna
Nagar, Distt. Yamuna
Nagar, have changed my
name from Neeraj Kumar
Kalra to Neeraj Kalra. and
changed my father’s name
from Radha Krishan Kalra
to Radha Krishan. In future
| will be Know as Neeraj
Kalra S/o Radha Krishan.

l, Govindhammal
legally mother of Selvaraj
M presently residing at

2/306-1, Sajjalapatti,
Rayakotta, Distt.
Krishnagiri, State-Tamil
Nadu -635116 declare

That | have changed my
name from
Govindhammal to
Govindhammal Murugan
vide Affidavit No. IN-
PB67878034554229Y

dated 08.07.2026 before
the court of Bathinda.

I, Murugan legally
father of Selvaraj M
presently residing at
2/306-1, Sajjalapatti,
Rayakotta, Distt.
Krishnagiri, State-Tamil
Nadu -635116 declare
That | have changed my
name from Murugan to
Murugan Muniyappan
vide Affidavit No. IN-
PB67874832572252Y
dated 08.07.2026 before
the court of Bathinda.

I, P Sathya legally
spouse of Selvaraj M
presently residing at
2/306-1, Sajjalapatti,
Rayakotta, Distt.
Krishnagiri, State-Tamil
Nadu -635116 declare
That | have changed my
name from P Sathya to
Sathya P vide Affidavit No.
IN-PB67874001112853Y
dated 08.07.2026 before
the court of Bathinda.

I, Savita Bareja, W/o
Sh. Yashpal, R/o Flat No.
G-902, LA Regencia
Phase-2 Ansal, Sushant
City Panipat, declare that
| have changed after my
marriage my name from
Savita Satija to Savita
Bareja.

I, Saksham Uppal
S/O Surender R/O 361/12
Salara Mohalla Rohtak
Haryana-124001.Have
Changed My Name To

Saksham For All
Purposes.
I Jyoti D/o Sh,

Roshan Lal Ahuja R/o
611/22 Kailash Colony
Rohtak declare that Jyoti
and Jyoti Ahuja both the
name are one and the
same person.

| Kulbir Kaur W/o Sh.
Suba Singh R/o VPO
Hassanpur, Tehsil
Thanesar, Distt
Kurukshetra, Haryana has
changed my name from
Kulbir Kaur to Kulwinder
Kaur.

I, Sachin S/o Rakesh
R/o House No0.548 Bir
Ghaghar, PO: Chandi
Mandir Cantt, Panchkula
Haryana, have changed
my name from Sachin to
Sachin Gehlot.

| Ramesh Kumar S/o
Vashudev R/o House no
76 Singla Mandi, Ambala
City, Haryana 134003
have changed my minor
Son name from NAITIK to
NATIK

I, Baljeet Singh S/o
Mangat Ram R/o Simbla
Tehsil Barara Distt
Ambala have changed
my minor  grand
daughter’'s name from
Aarzoo to Ashu. In future
she will be known as
Ashu.

I, Ram Diya son of Sh.
Ram Kumar R/o VPO
Kheri Gangan, Tehsil
Hansi, Distt. Hisar
(Haryana) declare that |
have changed the name
of my minor son from
Lakshy to Lakshay for
future purpose.

l, Reema D/o
Subhash Chander R/o
VPO Kharia, Distt. Hisar,
Haryana-125001 declare
that | have changed my
name from Reema to
Reema Nain for future
purpose.

I, Nishu D/o Ramesh

Near Ramdev
Kumhar Mandir, VPO
Kuleri  (56), Hisar,
Haryana-125047 do
hereby declare that | have
changed my name from
Nishu to Nishu Goswami
for future purpose.

I, Naniya W/o Sh.
Subhash R/o Chamar
Khera, Sub Teh. Uklana
Mandi, Distt. Hisar
(Haryana). Now | have
changed my name from
Naniya to Nanhi Devi and
shall hereafter be known
and called by the name
Nanhi Devi only.

R/o

I, Hemvati Devi M/o
Harpal Singh presently
residing at Air Force

Station, Sirsa Pin Code-
125055, Haryana have
changed my name from
HEMVATI DEVI to
HEMAVATI vide Affidavit
No. 11779 dated
26.06.2026 at Sirsa.

I, Smt Kashmir Kaur Is
Legally Wedded Spouse
Of No. Jc-325296N Ex Sub
Maj Lakhwinder Singh R/O
Village- Marrar Pati Kamo
Nangal, Po- Marrar, Tehsil
- Batala, Distt- Gurdaspur,
State-Punjab. Have
Changed My Name From
Kasmir Kaur To Kashmir
Kaur And Dob Is 09-07-
1957 To 01-01-1952.

I, Smt Santosh W/O
No0.14333276L Hav Gurmit
Lal R/O H.No.219,
Behrampur Road,
Dinanagar, Po- Dinanagar,
Tehsil And Distt-
Gurdaspur, State- Punjab.
Have Changed My
Daughter Name From Jyoti
Devi To Jyoti Bala And
Date Of Birth 05-09-1994
To 04-10-1995.

I, Mandeep S/o Baljeet
Singh R/o House No.
1797P, Sector 16-17, Hisar
declare that | have
changed the name of my
minor son from Shorya to
Shorya Singh for all future
purpose.

I, Surender Kumar
S/o Rattan Singh R/o H.
No. 1284, UE-Il, Hisar
declare that | have
changed my name from
Surender Kumar to
Surender Kumar Bhobria
for all future purpose.

I, Anil Dhansoiya S/o
Suresh Dhansoiya R/o
House No. 2804, Sector 9-
11, Hisar declare that |
have changed my name
from Anil Dhansoiya to Anil
Jangra for all future
purpose.

I, Prabha W/o Sanjay
Kumar Bansal R/o House
No. 229, Vakilan Bazar
Ward No. 05, Hisar declare
that | have changed my
name from Prabha to
Prabha Bansal for all future
purpose.

I, Rajesh Saini S/O
Chamanlal Saini R/o Flat
No. 29, 2nd Floor, PR-7,
Sushma Valencia,
Zirakpur, Po: Zirakpur, Dist:
SAS Nagar (Mohali),
Punjab-140603  declare
that name of my minor
daughter is wrongly written
as Ashmita Saini in my
minor daughter Asmita
Saini aged 17 years in her
CBSE Class 10th
Educational Documents.
Actual name of my minor
daughter is Asmita Saini.

I, Akash S/o Parveen
Panghal R/o Maina (72),
Po-Maina, Rohtak,
Haryana-124021 have
changed my name to
Aakash Panghal.

I, Kiran W/o Rakesh
Kumar R/o Village Kathera,
Nangal, Rupnagar,
Punjab-140125 have
changed my name to
Kulwinder Kaur.

I, Baljit Singh S/o
Balwinder Singh R/o
Village Jhanda Lubana PO
Bhaini Mian Khan Distt
Gurdaspur have changed
my name from Baljit Singh
to Singh Baljit. In future
Singh is my surname and
Baljit is my given name.
Concerned note.

I, Sandeep Kumar S/o
Rampal Singh R/o VPO
Tangour Tehsil- Shahbad

Markanda Distt-
Kurukshetra, have
changed my minor
Daughter’'s name from

Harsita to Harshita.

I, Vikas Kumar S/o
Moman Ram
Vill.Murtzapur, Kurukshetra
have changed my name
Vikash Kumar

|, Deepak Kumar S/o
Kartar Singh R/o
H.No.262, Sector-2,
Kurukshetra have changed
my Minor Son Name Rishit
to Rishit Kumar

I, Deepak Kumar S/o
Kartar Singh R/o
H.No.262, Sector-2,
Kurukshetra have changed
my Minor Daughter Name
Mishka to Mishka Rani.

I, hitherto Known
Ankush wife of Ajay
Kumar residing at
H.No.49, Ward No.14,
Behrampur Road,
Gurdaspur, District

Gurdaspur, Punjab, Pin-
143521 have changed my
name and shall hereafter
be known as Ankush
Kumari.

I, hitherto Known as
Abhi Kumar son of Vijay
Kumar residing at Near
Pani Wali Tainky, #3/216,
Harijan Colony District
Amritsar Punjab-143001
have changed my name
and Shall hereafter be
known as Abhi Sahota.

I, hitherto Known as
Kulwinder Singh Heer Son
of Pakhar Singh residing
at Village Chak Phullu,

Post Office Sahungra,
Tehsil Garhshankar,
District Hoshiarpur

Punjab, Pin -144532 have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known
as Kulwinder Singh.

I, Ramandeep Kaur
wife of Sandeep Singh
Sohal residing at Patti
Washan Ki, Village Vallah
District Amritsar Punjab-
143501 have changed the
name of my minor Son
Abhijot Singh SOHAL
Aged 14 Years and he
shall hereafter be known
as Abhayjot Singh Sohal

I, hitherto Known as

Mangat Gurleen Kaur
Manjit Singh wife of
Sukhanpreet Singh

residing at Ledhewal, PO
Ledhewal, District
Amritsar Punjab-143107
have changed my name
and shall hereafter be
known as Gurleen Kaur
Mangat.

I, Nishan Singh S/o
Sarmail Singh R/o VPO
Kaunke PO Attari District
Amritsar have declare that
Nishan is my Given name
and Singh is my Surname

I, Sanjay Thakur S/o
Dharam Pal R/o
H.No.1167 Abadi Harnam
Singh Chah Raj Wala
Putlighar G.T. Road
Amritsar Have Change Of
My Name Is Sanjay To
Sanjay Thakur

I, Buta Singh S/o Pal
Singh R/o H.N0.3453/15,
Gali No.6, Magboolpura,
Amritsar have changed
my name from Buta Singh
to Boota Singh

I, Rajwinder Kaur
Sidhu D/o Gurcharan
Singh R/o H.No.233, Gali
No.4, Kapoor Nagar,
Sultanwind Road, Amritsar
have changed my name

from Rajwinder Kaur
Sidhu to Rajwinder Kaur
I, Abhay Kumar

Gupta son of Jagdish
Mitter R/o H.No.44-D, Gali
No.2, Majitha Road, Gopal
Nagar, Near Dr. Manju
Gupta, Amritsar have
changed my name from
Abhay Kumar to Abhay
Kumar Gupta.

I, Shiwani Gupta W/o
Abhay Kumar Gupta R/o
H.No.44-D, Gali No.2,
Majitha Road, Gopal
Nagar, Near Dr. Manju
Gupta, Amritsar have
changed my name from
Shivani Gambhir to
Shiwani Gupta.

I, Harjit Kaur and
Balbir Kaur W/o Jarnail
Singh R/o VPO Arjan
Manga District Amritsar
have declare that above
both names are mine one
and same person

I, Manpreet Kaur D/o

Sarabjit  Singh  W/o
Narinderjit Singh Bhullar
R/o H.No.25-D, East
Mohan Nagar, 100Ft
Road, Amritsar have
changed my name from
Manpreet Kaur to

Manpreet Kaur Bhullar.

I, Vinit Saroha, son of
Devender Singh and
resident of Village
Lawanspur, Tehsil Rai
(Sonipat), state that my
name was previously
recorded as Vinit in all
documents, but | have
since adopted the
surname it Saroha. | have
updated my name to Vinit
Saroha across all my
documents and wish to be
known by this name.
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US Charges Bishnoi, Goldy Brar in Nijjar
Killing; Says Punjab Gang Run From Indian Jail

MONIKA MALIK ® Chandigarh

US authorities have alleged
that jailed Punjab gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi operated a
sprawling transnational
crime syndicate from inside
an Indian prison using
smuggled mobile phones
and internet calling devices,
directing murders, extortion,
kidnappings and drug
trafficking across continents.
The explosive claim forms
the centrepiece of a
sweeping US indictment that
charges Bishnoi and fugitive
gangster Goldy Brar with
orchestrating the June 2023
killing of Khalistani separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar in

Surrey, Canada.
Filed under the
multinational Operation

Hard Ball, the case targets
Punjab-based organised
crime networks operating
across North America and
Europe. The crackdown has
led to charges against 37
accused, 24 arrests across the
US, Canada, and Europe, and
a 50,000 dollars FBI reward
for information leading to
Brar's arrest.

The indictment portrays
the Bishnoi syndicate as a
global criminal enterprise
with alleged links to targeted
killings, extortion, narcotics
trafficking, and arms
smuggling. It also names
jailed Punjab gangster Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria and alleges
the network expanded far
beyond Punjab into Canada,
the United States, the United
Kingdom, Australia and New
Zealand. Investigators claim
the organisation relied on
encrypted communication
platforms and social media
to coordinate crimes, issue
threats, and project its
influence across the Punjabi
diaspora, turning regional

criminal gangs into
transnational organised
crime syndicates.

According to the US
Department of Justice,
Bishnoi and Brar ordered the
assassination of Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, who was shot
dead by two gunmen outside
a Sikh temple in Surrey,
British Columbia, on June 18,
2023. The indictment marks
the first time US authorities
have formally charged the
duo in connection with the
killing, which had already
triggered a major diplomatic
dispute between India and
Canada after Ottawa alleged
links between Indian
government agents and the
murder — an allegation New
Delhi has consistently
denied.

Significantly, us
indictment and
accompanying press release
do not  accuse the
Government of India, the
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) or
any Indian government
official. The allegations are
directed solely at the alleged
criminal organisations and
their members.

The charges are part of
Operation Hard Ball, a years-
long multinational
investigation targeting three
India-linked organised crime
syndicates. US authorities said
that 24 suspects have been
arrested across the United
States, Canada and Europe,
including 11 in California,
while investigations continue

the

against the remaining
accused.

Investigators allege
Bishnoi  controlled the

organisation from his Indian
jail cell using smuggled
phones and internet-based
calling devices while
simultaneously cultivating a

Chandigarh Police Arrest Four,
Unearth lllegal Arms, Drug
Network in Chemist Murder Case

PNS B Chandigarh

Expanding its investigation
into the daylight murder of
a pharmacy cashier in
Sector 11 last month,
Chandigarh  Police has
dismantled a cross-border
and inter-state network
involved in the supply of
illegal arms,
methamphetamine  and
Fake Indian Currency Notes
(FICN), arresting four more
accused, including the
alleged main conspirator
lodged in Kapurthala Jail.
The latest arrests come
nearly a month after 45-
year-old pharmacy cashier
Janki Das was shot dead at
Shri Kumar Medical Hall in
Sector 11 on June 13.
Investigators had earlier
arrested the shooters and
uncovered the involvement
of Canada-based gang
handlers. The latest

breakthrough, police said,
exposes the larger criminal
infrastructure that allegedly
facilitated the murder by
arranging weapons,
logistics, finances and safe
houses while
simultaneously operating a
narco-terror and
counterfeit currency
network with cross-border
links.

Talking to Reporters,
Chandigarh DSP Crime
Lakshay Panday said that
during intelligence-led raids
in Tarn Taran and Amritsar
districts of Punjab, the city
police teams arrested Akash
Kumar alias Mani, Sachin
Silvester and Gurmeet Singh
alias Badshah, while
Dharminder Singh alias Goli
alias Balwinder Singh alias
HSZ, the alleged kingpin
currently lodged in
Kapurthala Jail, was
formally arrested on a
production warrant.

public image as a nationalist
and religious figure. The
indictment accuses him of
directing assassinations,
extortion, kidnappings, drug
trafficking and human
trafficking despite being
imprisoned.

Brar has been identified as
the North American head of
the network, while Rohit
Godara allegedly supervised
its European operations.

The indictment also links
the syndicate to the
November 2023 shooting at
the Vancouver residence of a
prominent Indian actor-
singer and to extortion
demands of up to five million
dollars from victims in Los
Angeles and Thousand Oaks
earlier this year. Investigators
said gang members used
WhatsApp and other
encrypted messaging
applications to issue threats,
demand ransom and
coordinate criminal activities.
PUNJAB GANGS UNDER GLOBAL
SCANNER

The crackdown extends
beyond the Bishnoi network.
Jaggu Bhagwanpuria, once a
close associate of Bishnoi
before becoming his rival, has
been named in a separate
indictment  alleging  his
syndicate has more than
1,000 members and
associates worldwide,
including over 100 in the
United States. The charges
further allege that the
network influenced police
personnel in Punjab to
register false criminal cases
against rivals and witnesses. A
third indictment targets
Ravinder Dhanda and his
associates in Canada,
accusing them of smuggling
hundreds of kilograms of
cocaine and
methamphetamine across
the US-Canada border every
week. Authorities said that

the operation resulted in the
seizure of nearly 1,000
kilograms of cocaine, one
kilogram of heroin, about
40,000 dollars in cash, a

dozen firearms, and the
execution of 34 search
warrants across the

Sacramento and Los Angeles
regions. Ten accused remain
absconding, seven of them in
the United States.

FBI REWARD AND PUNJAB
CONNECTION

Hours after filing the
charges, the FBI announced a
reward of up to $50,000 for
information leading to the
arrest of Satinderjeet Singh
alias Goldy Brar, who has also
been placed on the agency's
Most Wanted fugitives list. A
federal arrest warrant issued
on July 1 charges him with
racketeering conspiracy,
extortion conspiracy and
conspiracy to distribute
controlled substances.

Brar, a native of Punjab's
Faridkot district, is among
India's most wanted fugitives
and is also a prime accused in
the 2022 murder of Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewala, for
which he had claimed
responsibility. Indian
agencies have designated
him a terrorist and linked him
to multiple killings, extortion
rackets, arms smuggling and
cross-border criminal
activities. The FBI said Brar has
links to California's
Sacramento and Fresno areas
besides Canada, India and
Mexico.

With Bishnoi currently
lodged in an Indian prison,
any request for his extradition
would be governed by the
India-US Extradition Treaty,
under which India can decide
whether to complete
domestic legal proceedings
before  considering his
transfer to face trial in the
United States.

CM Saini meets IKEA India CEO;
Assures full support for Company's
upcoming projects in Haryana

PNS W Chandigarh

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on
Wednesday met a

delegation from Sweden led
by IKEA India CEO Patrik
Antoni with the meeting
focussing on strengthening
collaboration between
Haryana and IKEA and
exploring future investment
opportunities in the state.
IKEA is a Swedish home
furnishings company with
India as one of its most
important growth markets.

During the meeting, Patrik
Antoni expressed his
gratitude to the Chief
Minister for the Haryana
Government's consistent
support in facilitating the
timely execution of
construction activities and
other related processes for
IKEA's projects in Haryana.
He also appreciated the

Cong High Command Draws the Line;

MONIKA MALIK B Chandigarh

Punjab Congress finds itself
at a critical crossroads after
the party high command
decisively ended speculation
overits leadership, with AICC
in-charge Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday declaring
that Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring will continue as
Punjab Congress president
despite an intense campaign
by a section of senior leaders
seeking his replacement.

The development comes
as former Chief Minister and
Jalandhar MP Charanjit Singh
Channi, who had openly
challenged the decision,
appears to have softened his
stand. Baghel has confirmed
that he has spoken to
Channi, who has now
returned to Chandigarh after
being out of town and is
expected to meet him
shortly, raising hopes of a
possible breakthrough in the
party's biggest internal crisis
ahead of the Assembly
elections.

Making high
command's position
unmistakably clear, Baghel
dismissed all speculation
about a leadership rethink,
saying  that  Congress
decisions are not reversed
repeatedly. “This is not a
gudda-guddi ka khel,” he
remarked, asserting that
once the high command
takes a decision, there is no
question of changing it.
Flanked by Warring, Baghel

the

repeatedly maintained that
the issue of replacing the
Punjab  Congress chief
simply “does not arise”.

The Congress leadership's
uncompromising stand
follows days of
unprecedented
organisational turmoil
triggered by the July 1
announcement retaining
Warring as Punjab Pradesh
congress Committee
president while appointing
Channi as chairman of the
campaign committee for the
upcoming Assembly
elections. Instead of ending
the uncertainty, the move
exposed a deep power
struggle within the state
unit.

Channi and his supporters
had argued that the
Congress would find it
difficult to return to power
under Warring’s leadership
and alleged that the high
command had been misled
through an incorrect
assessment of the political
situation. Several sitting and
former MLAs backed
Channi's claim, while senior
leaders gathered in Mohali
to press for reconsideration
of the party's decision.

However, after the high
command’s firm response,
Channi has noticeably toned
down his public position.
Breaking his silence for the
first time, the former Chief
Minister refused to comment
on his reported resentment,
saying that his only objective
was to strengthen the

Congress. He reaffirmed that
Rahul Gandhi remained his
leader and said that all
issues would soon be
resolved, adding that he
would abide by whatever
strategy the party leadership
decides.

Baghel revealed that he
had spoken to Channi earlier
this week. According to him,
Channi had informed him
that he was away for two to
three days and would meet
him after returning. Baghel
also said senior leader
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa,
considered Channi's closest
political ally, would also
meet him. The proposed
meetings are now being
closely watched as the first
serious attempt to bridge
the widening divide.

While dialogue is
expected, the past two days
reflected the extent of the
organisational split. During
his five-day Punjab visit,
Baghel held marathon
meetings with  senior
leaders, Pradesh Congress
office-bearers, district
presidents, constituency in-

charges, district
coordinators,
spokespersons and
members of various

organisational committees
to chalk out the roadmap for
the Assembly elections and
strengthen the organisation
down to the booth level.
Yet, Channi, despite
heading the campaign
committee, and Randhawa,
chairman of the party's core

prompt assistance extended
by the Chief Minister's Office,
the Department of Foreign
Cooperation and other
concerned departments in
expediting routine
approvals and addressing
the company's
requirements.

Antoni conveyed IKEA's
keen interest in expanding
its presence in Haryana and
committed to investing in
more new projects. He said
Haryana's progressive
policies, industry-friendly
ecosystem and proactive
governance have created a
conducive environment for
global companies to invest
and grow.

Welcoming IKEA's
continued interest in the
state, the Chief Minister
reaffirmed the Haryana
Government's commitment
to providing a seamless and
investor-friendly business
environment.

No Voter Roll, No Mawan Dhiyan Benefit:
Mann Links Welfare Schemes to SIR Exercise

PNS B Chandigarh

Punjab  Chief  Minister
Bhagwant Mann has made
enrolment in the electoral
rolls a key condition for
continuing to receive
benefits under the State
Government's flagship
welfare schemes, including
the Mawan Dhiyan Satkar
Yojana, urging every eligible
voter to complete the
ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls without delay.

Mann, in a video message
released from Bengaluru,
where he is on a health and
wellness retreat, appealed
to Punjabis to submit the
prescribed SIR form to
ensure their names remain
on the new electoral rolls.

He cautioned that those
whose names are deleted
from the voter list after the
revision would neither be
able to exercise their voting
rights nor remain eligible for
benefits under the Mawan
Dhiyan Satkar Yojana and
other government welfare
schemes.

Making his message clear,
he said only those whose
names figure in the revised
electoral rolls after
completing the SIR process
would continue to receive
government benefits. He
asked people facing
difficulties in filling the form
to seek assistance from local

Aam Aadmi Party
volunteers.

Mann said that SIR
exercise was being

conducted by the Election

Commission of India and
appealed to citizens to
cooperate with the process
to protect their democratic
rights. His appeal comes
amid the ongoing door-to-
door verification by
enumerators, which began
on June 25. The exercise has
also generated controversy
after Punjab Chief Electoral
Officer  Anindita  Mitra
highlighted incidents of
alleged misbehaviour with
Booth Level Officers in
Patiala and Barnala and
appealed to the public to
extend full cooperation.
Congratulating women
beneficiaries, Mann said his
government had fulfilled
another major pre-poll
promise by transferring
financial assistance directly
into their bank accounts

under the Mawan Dhiyan
Satkar Yojana. Women aged
above 18 years have started
receiving payment alerts,
with eligible beneficiaries
getting Rs 1,000 per month
and Scheduled Caste
women Rs 1,500 per month.
Nearly 97 percent of women
are expected to benefit
under the scheme, backed
by a budgetary allocation of
Rs 9,300 crore.

The government has also
announced that women
who registered for the
scheme after June 25 will
receive a consolidated
three-month payment for
July, August, and September
on August 1, while those
who had completed
registration by June 25 have
already received an advance
installment.

US FBI Indicts Punjab SHO in $400,000 Extortion Case; To Seek His Extradition

MONIKA MALIK @ Chandigarh

Punjab Police has been
pushed into an
unprecedented international
controversy after the US
Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) indicted
Tanda Station House Officer
(SHO) Gurinderijit Singh Nagra
in an alleged cross-border
extortion conspiracy,
accusing him of attempting to
extort 400,000 dollars
(around Rs 3.3 crore) from a
US-based Indian-origin family
by threatening to implicate
them in a murder case in
Punjab.

The explosive allegations,
unveiled during the FBI's
multinational Operation Hard
Ball, have not only led to
Nagra's immediate removal
from his post but have also
sparked a departmental
probe, intensified political
attacks on the AAP led Punjab
Government and placed the
Punjab Police under global
scrutiny.

The FBI has named Nagra
among 37 accused in three
federal indictments targeting
India-based transnational
organised crime syndicates.
The list also includes jailed
gangsters Lawrence Bishnoi
and Jaggu Bhagwanpuria,
besides fugitive gangster
Goldy Brar. During a press
conference in Los Angeles,
First Assistant US Attorney Bill
Essayli alleged that Nagra was
part of an extortion
conspiracy linked to the Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria syndicate and
announced that us
authorities had charged him

and would seek his
extradition.

Right after the FBI's
disclosures, Punjab Police

removed Nagra as SHO of
Tanda police station in
Hoshiarpur  district and
attached him to the Police
Lines pending inquiry. The
order, issued by Jalandhar
Range DIG Naveen Singla, said
that the department had
taken serious note of media
reports and social media
posts referring to the FBI

investigation.

To ensure an impartial
probe, the inquiry has been
shifted outside Hoshiarpur
and entrusted to SP
(Investigation),  Jalandhar
Rural, Vineet Ahlawat, who
has been directed to conduct
a detailed examination of all
allegations and submit a
report at the earliest. Punjab
Police described the exercise
as a departmental inquiry
into the facts emerging from
the FBI investigation.

FBI'S ALLEGATIONS

According to the FBI's
seven-count federal
indictment, titled United
States v. Bhagwanpuria et al,
the Bhagwanpuria syndicate
allegedly cultivated links
with corrupt law
enforcement officials in India
to facilitate  extortion
through fabricated criminal
cases.

Investigators alleged that
in April 2026, Gurlal Singh, a
22-year-old Indian national
allegedly linked to the
Bhagwanpuria gang and
living illegally in Stockton,
California, shared details of a
California-based target with

Nagra.
The indictment claims
Nagra subsequently

contacted the father of the
intended victim on April 13
and threatened to implicate
the victim, his father and his
sister in a Punjab murder
case unless they paid
400,000 dollars. Three days
later, on April 16, he allegedly
repeated the demand,
warning that all three would
be formally named as
accused if the money was
not paid.

US prosecutors further
alleged that Nagra later
publicly announced that
three more accused had
been identified in the
murder investigation and
then informed the targeted
family that their names had
been revealed because they

had failed to pay the
demanded amount.
Intercepted messages
reproduced in the
indictment allegedly

Baghel Rules Out Leadership Change

committee, remained
conspicuously absent from
every official meeting. Their
supporters also stayed away,
underlining the continuing
boycott of platforms where
Warring was present.

Sources within the party
indicate that the dissident
camp — comprising one MP
and at least seven sitting
MLAs apart from former
Ministers and MLAs — has
maintained a clear position
that it will not share the
stage with Warring and
instead wishes to place its
concerns directly before the
high command.

Baghel, meanwhile, made
repeated attempts to end
the impasse. He first met the
Leader of Opposition Partap
Singh Bajwa, hoping he
could facilitate
communication with
Channi. Working president
Raj Kumar Verka also held a
closed-door meeting with

the former Chief Minister
before Baghel's
engagements.

At the same time, the
Warring camp used Baghel's
visit to demonstrate
organisational strength.
Leaders loyal to the Punjab
Congress chief turned up in
large numbers to welcome
the AICC in-charge after

successive meetings,
projecting that the
organisation remained

firmly behind Warring.
Baghel said that all 23 district
Congress presidents had
endorsed the high

command's decision and
congratulated Warring on

continuing as state
president. They also
welcomed the

appointments of Raj Kumar
Verka, Sukhwinder Singh
Danny and Sangat Singh

Gilzian as working
presidents.

The new working
presidents have also been
assigned defined

organisational
responsibilities. Danny will
coordinate  with  AICC
secretary Suraj Thakur and
oversee 42  Assembly
segments, Gilzian will work
with Ravindra Dalvi across
45 constituencies, while
Verka will coordinate with
Heena Kawre and supervise
30 Assembly segments.

Senior leaders offered
contrasting responses to the
crisis. Partap Bajwa
indirectly urged dissidents
to accept the leadership's
decision, pointing out that
the Aam Aadmi Party had
still won 92 seats in 2022
despite internal departures.
MLA Pargat Singh also
cautioned against
organisational experiments,
saying that Punjab faced a
much bigger political battle
and this was not the time for
photo-op politics or
competing narratives.

Even as Baghel continues
his outreach by meeting
senior leaders individually,
including at their residences,
the Punjab congress
remains divided between a

leadership determined to
move ahead with Warring
and a dissident camp that is
yet to reconcile itself with
the high command's
decision. The expected
meeting between Baghel
and Channi is now seen as
the next crucial step in
determining whether the

party can restore unity
before entering the
Assembly election
campaign.

suggested that two names
would be removed once the
agreed payment  was
received.

The FBI alleged that the
victim was threatened that
failure to pay would also
endanger family members
living in Punjab.

MURDER CASE ALLEGEDLY USED
AS LEVERAGE

The alleged extortion
revolves around the January
15, 2026 murder of Balvinder
Singh, owner of Satkartaar
Hardware Shop in Miani
village under Tanda police
station. Balvinder was shot
dead by motorcycle-borne
assailants while another man,
Lakhwinder Singh, sustained
injuries. An FIR was registered
under murder, attempt to
murder and Arms Act
provisions. A day after the
killing, gangsters Jashal
Chambal and Gurlal Rudiana
allegedly claimed
responsibility through a social
media post. The FBI alleged
that details of this genuine
murder investigation were
later used to pressure the US-
based family.

OP HARD BALL AND WIDER GANG
PROBE

The allegations against
Nagra surfaced during the
FBI's announcement of
Operation Hard Ball, a
multinational ~ crackdown
targeting transnational
organised crime networks
operating across India, the
United States, Canada and
other countries. According to
US authorities, the Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria syndicate is
involved in murder-for-hire,
drug trafficking, kidnappings,

extortion, firearms trafficking
and other organised crimes.
Prosecutors alleged that the
organisation relied on corrupt
public officials and police
personnel in India to
intimidate victims and initiate
false criminal proceedings for
extortion. The US Justice
Department has charged the

accused with  offences
including racketeering
conspiracy, attempted

extortion, narcotics trafficking

and firearms violations.
However, the indictment
remains an allegation and all
accused are presumed

innocent unless proven guilty
in court.
NAGRA DENIES ALLEGATIONS;
PUNJAB  POLICE  AWAITS
OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION
Responding to the
controversy, Gurinderijit Singh
Nagra denied all allegations,
saying that videos carrying his
name were circulating from
the US but he had not
received any official
information. He maintained
that no money had ever been
deposited into any of his
accounts and described the
accusations as baseless,
adding that he would
respond only after speaking
to the investigating agency.
Punjab Police also said that it
had not received any formal
communication from the FBI.
DSP Davinder Singh of Tanda
said that the department was
unaware why the US agency
had taken interest in the
Miani murder case and
suggested that the accused
might have approached the
FBI to shield themselves from
criminal proceedings in India.

CM Saini Interacts with Farmers, Announces District-
Level Committees to Promote Natural Farming

PNS B Chandigarh

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on
Wednesday  announced
that the State Government
will constitute 'Prakriti Shri
Anna Prerak Kisan
Committees' in  every
district to accelerate the
adoption of natural farming
across the state.
Addressing farmers
during the 'Prakritik Kheti
Samvad' programme in
Panchkula, he said the
committees will work at the
grassroots level to
encourage more farmers to
embrace sustainable and
chemical-free agricultural
practices. “The primary
responsibility of these
committees will be to reach
out to farmers, visit their
farms and coordinate with
the government to connect
them with natural farming.

They will, in effect, serve as
ambassadors of natural
farming,” he said.

During the programme,
he also interacted with
farmers and assured them
that the  suggestions
received from them would
be implemented at the
earliest. He also directed
officers of the Agriculture
Department to release the
subsidy to farmers
practising natural farming
who have applied for
assistance to purchase
cows. Saini said that natural
farming is not merely a
method of cultivation but a
campaign to restore the
bond between farmers,
nature and society that has
weakened over time. It is a
means of serving Mother
Earth, reducing the cost of
cultivation, conserving
water and soil, and securing
a safe future for coming
generations.
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responsibility for the contents
for the advertisement (Display /
Classified) carried in this
newspaper. The Paper does
not endorse the same. Readers
are requested to verify the
content on their own.

LOST NOTICE

The information is that the original title
deed number 965/1 registration dated
14/10/2003 in the name of Roshan Lal urf
lila, Dasa, Krishan Chand son of Chan-
dan Vill. Dhand district kaithal Has been
lost somewhere in dated 01/01/2018 in
dhand. A complaint number
132280122600380/2026 has been reg-
istered, if anybody found above lost sale
deed contact to Priya Rani singla w/o
Bunty Singla Vill. Dhand Distt.Kaithal.
Mo.9896006271

PUNJAB AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY

E-TENDER NOTICE

Tenders are invited under two bid system for the under mentioned works from
eligible Contractors/Agencies/L&C Societies enlisted with any PWD(B&D),
CPWD, MES, PUDA improvement Trusts or any other Punjab Government
Undertaking, for electrical work at serial number 1. All details and terms and
conditions of tenders, please visit websites https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in
and www.pau.edu. Corrigendum/ Addendum/ Corrections, if any, will be

published only on the above websites.
Executive Engineer (Electrical)
Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana

2268/12/2026-27/13071 Dated CHD :- 08/07/2026

:30 PM ONWARDS

2nd Prize Amount (25) Rs. 9,000/- (On 4 digits)

3rd Prize Amount (50) Rs. 3,000/- (On 4 digits)

6504 6735
4th Prize Amount (125) Rs. 2,000/~ (On 4 digits)

az 6362 7463 956!
5th Prize Amount (125) Rs. 1000/- (On 4 digits )

3819 6348 z279 8215 8860
6th Prize Amount (125) Rs. 500/- (On 4 digits )

1259 4439 zZ002 7766
7th Prize Amount (17,500) Rs. 100/- (On 4 digits )

0015 0051 0058 0060 0062
0137 0157 0223 0233 0234
0355 0370 0377 0417 0420
0482 0483 0498 0500 0512
0566 0578 0584 0599 0602
0651 0654 0671 0691 0695
0781 0782 0800 o810 o841
0965 1002 1007 1050 1069
1161 1184 1198 1208 1212
1322 1331 1361 1370 1371
1422 1445 1517 1529 1533
1599 1640 1665 1687 1693
1806 1811 1815 1863 1866
1905 1931 1933 1955 1963
2015 2021 2038 2071 2084
2186 2187 2218 2293 2296
2361 2375 2389 2399 2423
2512 2523 2529 2607 2644
2705 2720 2727 2729 2743
2801 2820 2822 2853 2859
2990 2999 3002 3012 3017
3104 3115 3121 3130 3131
3313 3317 3321 3328 3348
3395 3417 3420 3426 3441
3530 3536 3539 3554 3558
3639 3644 3645 3648 3661
3700 3718 3722 3723 3742
3806 3823 3827 3830 3854
3942 3955 3962 3993 4009
4089 4101 4142 4145 4150
4246 4293 4311 4319 4321
4409 4413 4418 4427 4478
4585 4597 4612 4625 4638
4767 4785 4789 4795 4803
4841 4847 4849 4861 4879
5007 5029 5041 5048 5058
5187 5220 5230 5250 5261
5327 5339 5342 5344 5378
5439 5455 5456 5495 5499
5571 5580 5582 5585 5596
5715 5741 5761 5766 5776
5877 5881 5910 5919 5928
5990 6000 6002 6013 6024
6095 6111 6121 6187 6189
6278 6284 6309 6339 6347
6372 6374 6420 6431 6439
6505 6511 6551 6579 6587
6644 6647 6675 6686 6693
6745 6753 67257 6760 6764
6790 6808 6836 6853 6910
6970 6977 6986 6999 Zoo1
Z131 7143 z182 z202 Z213
Z265 z278 Z310 Z324 Z325
7398 7430 Z434 z452 7455
517 2527 549 7590 7615
Z710 7714 7724 7738 7762
7817 z822 825 7829 z838
7985 7995 8032 8035 8067
8113 8121 8229 8233 8273
8357 8358 8372 8406 8407
8458 8463 8472 8480 8483
8610 8615 8624 8637 8664
8844 8855 8874 8906 8907
9048 29049 9057 2086 9110
9221 9230 9232 9242 9249
9289 9293 9300 9310 9317
9411 9412 9413 9423 9442
9505 9509 9526 9569 9582
9770 9776 9777 9789 9793
9863 9872 9882 9912 9915

RESULT OF PUNJAB STATE DEAR 50 BUSTER

1st Prize Amount (1) Rs. 15 Lakhs (On 4 digits with series)
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 1 Lakh + Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 25 Thousand, Total Prize Amount Rs. 16.25 Lakhs )
EE 3235
(Cons Prize Amount (24) For Winner Rs. 1500/ (All remaining series of 1st prize winning number)
(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 900/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 100/-, Total Prize Amount Rs.2,500/- Each)
3235

0077
0237
0430
0521
0615
0697
o848
1084
1249
1373
1538
1705
1867
1978
2090
2314
2459
2645
2756
2865
3020
3136
3354
3477
3560
3662
3743
3889
4028
4180
4330
4512
4647
4820
4881
5117
5271
5389
5502
5636
5793
5932
6029
6194
6353
6460
6625
6717
6768
6928
Zo1io0
z221
358
7480
7637
7789
zZ859
8073
8282
8416
8499
8737
8912
9133
9259
9328
9461
9585
9802
9921

0082
0241
0449
0534
0621
0oz10
0860
1117
1267
1377
1553
1719
1881
1982
2105
2315
2471
2646
2778
2869
3026
3159
3359
3485
3561
3664
3759
3908
4035
4183
4340
4534
4710
4823
4883
5122
5274
5401
5529
5651
5796
5943
6034
6211
6356
6475
6630
6731
6776
6937
Z039
7222
7365
Z485
7658
7791
7864
8080
8287
8420
8500
8750
8915
9155
9263
9352
9466
9593
9808
9974

(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 200/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs.50/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 2,250/- Each)
483 6

(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 10/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 5/-, Total Prize Amount Rs.115/- Each)

0103
0281
0460
0552
0630
0734
0906
1119
1272
1384
1555
17237
1889
1990
2142
2320
2478
2671
2792
2890
3036
3200
3361
3503
3574
3677
3792
3913
4037
4187
4370
4556
4740
4829
4933
5145
5284
5419
5532
5653
5813
5945
6035
6242
6360
6493
6638
6732
6778
6940
zZo040
z232
7368
z489
7667
7799
7900
8085
8298
8429
8514
8795
8959
9179
9265
9361
9488
9623
9824
9980

DIRECTORATE OF SMALL SAVINGS, BANKING AND LOTTERIES, PUNJAB

DRAW DATE: 08/07/2026
SDAY WEEKLY LOTTERY

(seller Prize Amount Rs. 900/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 100/-, Total Prize Amount Rs.10,000/- Each)
880

(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 500/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 100/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 3,600/- Each )

(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 100/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 50/-, Total Prize Amount Rs. 1,150/~ Each)

(Seller Prize Amount Rs. 50/-, Sub Stockist Prize Amount Rs. 20/-, Total Prize Amount Rs.570/- Each)
612

0117
0311
0461
0554
0637
07ZSS5
0936
1147
1277
1417
1558
1741
1892
1991
2163
2329
2498
2688
2797
2912
3068
3231
3381
3523
3603
3685
3797
3914
4061
4208
4382
4569
4745
4834
4935
5180
5324
5431
5540
5686
5845
5953
6063
6261
6363
6494
6641
6733
67279
6944
Z071
Z233
Z376
zZ491
7669
7806
Z941
8098
8310
8430
8560
8806
8981
9195
9283
9399
9494
9641
9829
9992

Issued by DIRECTORATE OF SMALL SAVINGS, BANKING AND LOTTERIES, PUNJAB

Kindly check the

result with Offi

| Gazette Nof

ati

o120
0315
0472
0562
0640
0778
0957
1150
1317
1418
1582
1745
1895
2003
2164
2342
2501
2704
2798
2979
3095
3242
3382
3524
3605
3697
3803
3925
4063
4220
4392
4584
4759
4839
4969
5183
5325
5435
5568
5696
5853
5989
6072
6265
6370
6501
6643
6742
6789
6947
z0z2
Z240
z382
7502
76727
7807
7957
8111
8339
8439
8579
8816
9000
9202
9284
9408
29496
9736
29843
9996
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BBMB Celebrates the S0th Foundation Day of
the BSL Project at Pandoh Dam

The 50th Foundation Day of the Beas—Sutlej Link (BSL)
Project was celebrated with great dignity at Pandoh Dam by
the Bhakra Beas Management Board (BBMB) on 07 July
2026. On this occasion, the Hon'ble Chairman, BBMB, Er.
Manoj Tripathi, Member (Irrigation), and other senior officers
paid floral tributes at the Martyrs' Memorial in honour of
those who made the supreme sacrifice during the construction
of the project. This was followed by the performance of a
Havan and traditional prayers at the dam site. Addressing the
gathering, the Chairman emphasized the need to adopt
modern technology and mechanization in the operation and
maintenance of Pandoh Dam in view of the evolving
environmental challenges. He informed that, as part of this
initiative, modern Log Boom Barriers and Trash Rack
Cleaning Machines are being installed to effectively manage
and remove floating debris entering the dam. In addition, the
modernization of the Dehar Power House is also underway.
The Chairman stated that BBMB is not only committed to
power generation but is also fulfilling its social
responsibilities by contributing to the development of
hospitals, schools, and other essential infrastructure. He
further described the Government of India's proposed plan to
divert water from the Chenab River to the Beas River as a
significant initiative that would greatly benefit farmers,
industries, and the general public.

Manipal Hospital Patiala successfully treats
complex bilateral kidney stone case through
advanced minimally invasive procedures.
Patiala: A 60-year-old patient suffering from bilateral kidney
stones was successfully treated at Manipal Hospital through
a multi-stage approach led by Dr Yogesh Garg, Consultant-
Urology, Manipal Hospital Patiala. The case highlights how
advanced urological techniques can effectively manage
complex stone diseases, even in elderly patients, ensuring
complete recovery and excellent clinical outcomes. Speaking
about the case, Dr Garg said, “When kidney stones affect both
kidneys, patients often worry that treatment will be
complicated, especially as they grow older. However,
advances in endourology allow us to treat even complex cases
safely and effectively through minimally invasive procedures
tailored to each patient's condition.”

CPDL urges consumers to update sanctioned
load as per actual electricity usage

Chandigarh: Chandigarh Power Distribution Limited
(CPDL) has urged consumers to review their sanctioned
electricity load and update it, in line with their actual power
consumption. Over the years, many households and
commercial establishments have added new electrical
appliances such as air conditioners, geysers, induction
cooktops, electric vehicle chargers and other high
consumption equipment. However, in several cases, the
sanctioned load/Contract demand has not been enhanced to
commensurate with new load. CPDL's analysis indicates that
the actual load being used is higher than the sanctioned load
in many connections. While consumers may not always be
aware of this mismatch, it can place additional stress on the
electricity distribution network and may also pose safety
risks within consumer premises. As per the tariff order
approved by Joint Electricity Regulatory Commission
(JERC) dated 30th October 2025, usage beyond the
sanctioned load may attract load violation charges, including
penalties on the excess demand and energy corresponding to
excess demand. Consumers are encouraged to assess their
current electricity requirements and apply for load
enhancement, if needed. Updating the sanctioned load helps
ensure safer and more reliable power supply, and improves
system planning, a statement said.

The Pioneer does not take
responsibility for the contents
for the advertisement (Display /
Classified) carried in this
newspaper. The Paper does
not endorse the same. Readers
are requested to verify the
content on their own.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BEFORE SH. PAVITER SINGH, PCS,
ASSTT. ESTATE OFFICER,

U.T., CHANDIGARH.
Subject : Transfer of Ownership in re-
spect of RESIDENTIAL Site No.
804,SECTOR 43- A, Chandigarh (M9
804/43) to the extent of 50.00% share on
the basis of Intestate Death of Late HAR-
JAGMANDAR SINGH .
Itis notified for the information of general
public and all concemed that as per
record of this office Sh./Smt. HARJAG-
MANDAR SINGH is the owr of
RESIDENTIAL Site No. 804, SECTOR
43-A, Chandigarh to the extent of 50.00
% Share.
It has been informed by MANINDER
KAUR , KHUSHBIR KAUR , JAGBIR SINGH that
Sh./Smt. HARJAGMANDAR SINGH expired on
11/04/2026 and he/she/they has/have also intimated
the following legal heirs of the deceased owner/ les-
see:-
SrNo Name of Legal Heir

Relation with deceased

1 Khushbir Kaur Daughter
2 Jaghir Singh Son
3 Maninder Kaur Wife

Now, MANINDER KAUR , KHUSHBIR KAUR , JAG-
BIR SINGH has/have applied for the Transfer of
Ownership in respect of RESIDENTIAL Site No.
804,SECTOR 43- A, Chandigarh, to the extent of
50.00% Share held by Late HARJAGMANDAR
SINGH in his/her/their favour, on the basis of Intes-
tate Death . If anybody has any information about any
other legal heir(s) of the deceased other than men-
tioned ahove, the same may be intimated to the Es-
tate Officer, U.T., Chandigarh, immediately.
If anybody has any objection upon the mutation of
the said share in the said property, in favour of the
above named applicants, he/she/they may furnish
the same in writing (supported with affidavit duly at-
tested by Magistrate/Notary)in the office of the un-
dersigned within 30 days from the date of publication
of this notice, failing which the said share in the said
property will be mutated accordingly in the name of
above said beneficiary/ies and no further claim what-
soever shall be entertained at any later stage.
Paviter Singh, PCS,
Assistant Estate Officer,
Exercising the powers of Estate Officer,
U.T,, Chandigarh|
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Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Gyan Kaur w/o
Amarijit Singh r/o
Gurunanakpura Mohalla,
Thanesar, Distt.
Kurukshetra have
changed my name from
Balwinder Kaur to Gyan
Kaur. | will be known as
Gyan Kaur in the future.

I, Smt. Sunita No.
2883521X, Ex Hav (Late)
Indrajit R/o VPO -
Bhainawal Kalan, Teh. -
Gohana, Distt. - Sonipat
(Haryana) have changed
the name of my daughter
from Rekha Rani to Rekha
vide affidavit dated 08 Jul
2026 sworn before
Executive Magistrate -
Gohana, Distt. - Sonipat
(Haryana). In future my
daughter should be known
as only Rekha.

I, Dharam Pal S/o Sh.
Banwari Lal R/o H No.
1938 Urban Estate Tehsil
and District Jind, Haryana
have Changed my name
from Dharam Pal to
Dharampal Singh.

I, Nitesh Aggarwal
S/o Devinder Aggarwal
R/o Flat No.11 Second
Floor Alliance Orchid VIP
Road Zirakpur, SAS
Nagar, Mohali, Punjab, |
have changed my name
from Nitesh Aggarwal to
Nitish Aggarwal.

I, No. 16014565Y Ex
Hav Sandeep Kumar S/o
Sh. Ram Phool (Name of
veteran/serving Soldier as
per Service documents),
resident of H.No. 1282/11,
Rainakpura, Rohtak,
Haryana (Address) have
changed name of my son
from Daksh (Existing
Name of Child as per
Service Documents) to
Daksh Ahlawat
(proposed/Adopted new
name) vide Affidavit dated
08/07/2026 before Notary
Public Rohtak (name and
place of the Court).

| hitherto known as
Anuj son of Sh. Ashwani
residing at House No.
1340/3, Ambedkar Nagar,
Rohtak , Haryana- 124001
have changed my name
and shall hereafter be
known as Anuj Gondia. It
is certified that | have
complied with other legal
requirements in  this
connection.

I, Vijay Bala Ahlawat
(Aadhar No. 2756 0429
5248) W/o Sh. Rajiv
Ahlawat R/o VPO Dujana,
Distt. Jhajjar, Haryana
declare that in my
passport my name has
been mentioned as VIJAY
BALA and my name is
VIJAY BALA AHLAWAT in
my Adhaar Card, Voter
Card and Service Record.
VIJAY BALA and VIJAY
BALA AHLAWAT is one
and the same person. In
future | will be known and
called as VIJAY BALA
AHLAWAT.

I Ashok kumar s/o
inder pal, 57 kaku gym
amarpuri colony,
yamunanagar (haryana ).
That | have changed my
name from Ashok Kumar
to Ashok Singh.

I, Manmohan S/o Shri
Jai Narayan R/o # 111
Near World GYM New
Jain Nagar, Tehsil
Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna
Nagar (Haryana).That the
name of my self
Manmohan & Manmohan
Garg 1 pertains to one
and same person and
there is no dispute
regarding the above
mentioned both names.

I, Mandeep Singh
S/o. Mahanga Singh R/o.
# Village Balauli, Po

Bilauli, Tehsil-
Chhachhrauli, Distt
Yamunanagar have

changed my minor Son
name from Jasdev Singh
to Jasdev Singh Johal.

I, Mahesh Prakash
Agrawal alias Mahesh
Parkash Aggarwal alias
Mahesh Parkash Agarwal
Alias M. P. Aggarwal S/o
Munni Lal Aggarwal R/o H.
No. 3437, Sector 40-D,
Chandigarh declare that |
have changed my name to
Mahesh Prakash
Aggarwal for all future
purpose.

I, Kuljeet Kaur W/o
Gurpreet Singh R/o # 30
Khuda Alisher Chandigarh
have changed my name to
Kamaljeet Kaur.

I, Sweety D/o Jagtar
Singh R/o Village
Bhankharpur, Bakarpur,
SAS Nagar (Mohali), have
changed my name from
Sweety to Simarjeet Kaur
for all future purposes.

I, Rangi Ram Verma

S/o Brij Lal R/o 29,
Kaimari Road, Near M.P.
Ranbir ~ Singh  H.No.
Gangwa, Raja Ram
Garden, Hisar, Tehsil and
District Hisar, Haryana
(India) PIN-125001,

declares that | want to
change my name from

Rangi Ram Verma to
Rangi Ram in all my
documents.

I, Ritika Kukkar w/o
Kapil Kumar r/o H.No.
111A, Street No.02, C
Block, Sirsa (Haryana)

speak | have changed my
name from Ritika Kukkar
to Ritika. I, would like to be
known by this name in
future.

1, Army No.
14663247K Rank: Hav.
Auto Tech 'B' Veh Name:
Rajesh Devara, Residing
at D. No. 31-52-76,
Yadavajaggarajueta,
Vadlapudi Post, Gajuwaka
Mandal, Visakhapatnam
Dist-, Andhra Pradesh-
530046 have changed my
Daughter's name from
PARMILA to PARMILA
DEVARA. Vide Affidavit
No. IN-AP
34653397865964X at
District Court,
Visakhapatnam.

I, Parul Lotus S/o
Rajinder Kumar R/o
House No. 28858 Street
No. 2D, Partap Nagar,
Bathinda (Punjab) declare
that Parul is my First
Name and Lotus is my
Surname.

I, Ritu Makan W/o
Amarjeet  Singh  R/o
#2142/1, Sector 45-C,
Chandigarh have changed
my name to Ramneet
Kaur Makan

I, Rajwant Kaur W/o
Sarbjit Singh Sandhu,
House NO. 242/1, Sector
44 A, Chandigarh have
changed my name from
Rajwant Kaur to Rajwant
Kaur Sandhu.

I, Gurleen Kaur W/o
Karanvinder Singh R/o
GH 20, Flat 09, Mansa
Devi Complex, Sector 5,
Panchkula, Haryana
134114 have changed my
name from Gurleen Kaur
to Gurleen Kaur Dhaliwal

I, Surender Pal S/o
Ram Sarup, House NO.
1365/1, Sector 30-B
Chandigarh have changed
my minor son name from
Shourya to Charvik Singh

I, Sanjay S/o Gopal
Maity, House NO. 2110,
Vikas Nagar, Mauli Jagran
Chandigarh have changed
my name from Sanjay to
Sanjay Maity

I, Sarojadevi
Ramsingh Gautam W/o
Ram Singh, House No.
139, Sector 25-D,
Chandigarh have changed
my name from Sarojadevi
Ramsingh Gautam to
Saroja Devi

I, Ramsingh Hiralal
Gautam S/o Heera Lal
House No. 713, Sector 38-
A, Chandigarh have
changed my name from
Ramsingh Hiralal Gautam
to Ram Singh

| Abhishek Sood S/o
Sh. Durga Dass, Flat No
69-C Third Floor, Stellar
Homes, Kishanpura,
Zirakpur, Zirakpur, SAS
Nagar (Mohali), Punjab -
140603 have changed my
name from Abhishek Sood
to Abhishek Tiwari.

I, MUKHTIYARI DEVI
mother of No 3190759K,
Naik Vinod Kumar (Retd),
resident of VPO- Picholia,
Teh Karnal, Distt- Karnal
(Haryana)- 132036 have
changed my name
MUKHTIYARI DEVI to
MUKHTYARI vide Affidavit
dated 08 Jul 26.

I, Vishal son of Shri
Satpal, resident of House
No. 2305, Durga Colony,
Kalka, Panchkula,
Haryana, That | have
changed my minor son's
name from Naitik to Naitik
Chaudhary.

I, Navdeep Kaur W/o
Manjinder Singh Dhillon
r/o H.NO 101, GALINO 4,
LABH NAGAR RAM
TIRATH, ROAD, Amritsar
have change my name
from Navdeep Kaur to
Navdeep Kaur Dhillon.
After marriage.

1, Deepak S/o
Mahender R/o House No.
109, Shyamlal Dhani,

Hisar declare that | have
changed my name from
Deepak to Deepak Goyal
for all future purpose.

I, hitherto known as
Aruna Beri W/o Ravinder
Kumar Sood R/o House

No0.886, Urban Estate
Phase-1, PO.Garha,
Jalandhar Punjab-

144022, have changed my
name and shall hereafter
be known as Aruna Sood.

I, Raju Kumar Singh
S/o Naganarayan Singh
R/o H.No. B-9, 705,
Santokhpura, GT Road,
Lamba Pind, Jalandhar-

144004, Punjab have
changed my minor
daughter name from

Sushma to Taniya.

I, Amandeep Kaur
W/o Davinder Singh R/o
Vill. Jagpalpur, Po.
Ranipur, Teh. Phagwara,
Distt. Kapurthala, Punjab
have changed the name
of my minor son Haragam
Singh to Given name as
Haragam & Surname as
Singh.

I, Amandeep Kaur
W/o Davinder Singh R/o
Vill. Jagpalpur, Po.
Ranipur, Teh .Phagwara,
Distt. Kapurthala. Punjab
have changed the name
of my minor daughter
Avneet Kaur to Given
name as Avneet &
Surname as Kaur.

I, Rup Chand S/o
Khazan Chand R/o VPO.
Rurka Kalan, Distt.
Jalandhar declare that
Rup Chand and Roop
Chand Salhan is one and
the same person.

I, Sunil Kumar S/o
Natha Ram R/o H.No.
281, Sodal Road Lathi
Mar Mohalla, Jalandhar,
Punjab have changed my
minor son name from
Yuvraj to Yuvraj Kumar.

I, Sunil Kumar S/o
Natha Ram R/o H.No.
281, Sodal Road Lathi
Mar Mohalla, Jalandhar,
Punjab have changed my
minor son name from
Samuel to Samuel Kumar.

I, Parmod Kumar S/o
Natha Ram R/o H.No. B-
6-281, Sodal Road Lathi
Mar Mohalla, Jalandhar,
Punjab have changed my
minor son name from
Sanchit to Sanchit Kumar.

I, Parmod Kumar S/o
Natha Ram R/o H.No. B-
6-281, Sodal Road Lathi
Mar Mohalla, Jalandhar,
Punjab have changed my
minor son name from
Ishaan to Ishaan Kumar.

I, Suman Gupta W/o
Bhola Nath Gupta R/o
E.C-375, Killa Mohalla,
Jalandhar declare that
Suman as well as Suman
Gupta is one and the
same person.

I, G Krishna F/o
Hav/Chef com Garaga
Mahesh, serving in unit 52
Engineer Regiment C/o 56
APO have changed my
name from G Krishna to
Garaga Krishna.

I, G Sathyavathi M/o
Hav/Chef com Garaga
Mahesh, serving in unit 52
Engineer Regiment C/o 56
APO have changed my
name from G Sathyavathi
to Garaga Sathyavathi.

| Rajinderpal Singh
Johal S/O Nirmal Singh
R/O Patti Gurdas, Dhalle
Ke (Moga) Have Changed
My Name From
Rajinderpal Singh Johal
To Rajinderpal Singh.

| Veerpal Kaur Johal
W/O Rajinderpal Singh
R/O Patti Gurdas, Dhalle
Ke (Moga) Have Changed
My Name From Veerpal
Kaur Johal To Veerpal
Kaur.

| Pritpal Singh
Sanger S/O Jarnail Singh
R/O Vpo. Manuke Tehsil
Nihal Singh Wala Distt.
Moga Changed My Name
Pritpal Singh Sanger To
Pritpal Singh.

| Garima D/O Sunny
Verma R/O 1015 Street
No.1/2 Geeta Colony
Jagraon Ludhiana Have
Changed My Name To
Garima Verma.

I Sandeep Singh
Sahota S/O Paramijit
Singh Sahota R/O Vpo.
Roomi Tehsil Jagraon
Distt. Ludhiana Have
Changed My Name To
Sandeep Singh.

I Sukhvinder Singh
Dhaliwal S/O Raghveer
Singh R/O H.No.-346/1
St.No.-6R Gurdeep Nagar
Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana
Have Changed My Name
To Sukhvinder Singh.

I  Kulveer Singh
Chahal Son Of Gurdial
Singh R/O Vpo.
Chhajjawal Distt.
Ludhiana Have Changed
My Name To Kulveer
Singh.

I, Parmar Madhu Ben
Brijeshkumar is legally
W/o No. 8037643M Rank
LNK (GD) Name Parmar
Brijeshkumar  Balubhai.
Presently Residing at Vill:
Itavadi Post- itavadi, Teh:

Vijaynagar, Dist
Sabarkantha, State:
Gujarat, PIN: 383246,

That | have changed my
name from Parmar Madhu
ben Brijeshkumar to
Parmar Madhuben
BRIJESHKUMAR. hence
the affidavit swom before
notary Advocate Col. APS
Chahal dated 09-07-2026

I, Simran D/o Shiv
Kumar Resident of House
No. 183 B-1 Plot No. 8,
Manohar Colony, Patel
Nagar, Hisar declare that |
have changed my name
from Simran to Simran
Preet for future purpose.

I, Ayush S/o Anil
Kumar Resident of House
No. 174, Manohar Colony,
Patel Nagar, Hisar, Tehsil
and Distt. Hisar declare
that | have changed my
name from Ayush to
Ayush Singh for future
purpose.

I, Shiv Kumar S/o Om
Parkash R/o House No.
183 B-1 Plot No. 8
Manohar Colony, Patel
Nagar, Hisar declare that |
have changed the name
of my minor Son from
Shubham to Shubham
Singh for future purpose.

I, Amneet Virdi W/o
Manav Sondhi R/o 1069,

Sondhi Street, Yamuna
Nagar, Tehsil Jagadhri,
Distt. Yamuna Nagar,

Haryana -135001, INDIA
have changed my name
from Amneet Virdi to
Amneet Sondhi.

I Amarjit W/o Sham
Singh R/o House No.
13455, Street No. 1,
Gopal Nagar, Basti
Jodhewal, Ludhiana have
changed my name from
Amarjit Kaur to Amarjit.

I Babbu Rani W/O

Kuldeep Kumar, R/O.
H.No. 724, Malerkotla
Road, Raikot, Distt

Ludhiana Have Changed
My Name To Somi.

I, Razak Mohamad
S/o Ronak Ali R/o Vpo.
Kularan,  Teh-Samana,
Distt. Patiala have
changed my name from
Razak Mohoumed to
Razak Mohamad.

1, Shehnaj W/o Razak
Mohamad R/o  Vpo.
Kularan, = Teh-Samana,
Distt. Patiala have
changed my name from
Shanaj to Shehnaj.

I, Rajvinder Kaur W/o
Sukhwinder Singh R/o Vill:
Jawanda Kalan Teh &
Distt. Tarn Taran | have
changed my name from
Rajvinder Kaur to Rajwant
Kaur.

I, Ajay Kumar Singla
S/o Bhim Singh R/o
Indrapuri Samana Distt.
Patiala have changed my
name from Ajay Kumar
Singla to Ajay Singla.

I, Gurbaksh Singh
Shalan S/o  Joginder
Singh R/o Raikot
(Ludhiana) have changed
my name to Gurbaksh
Singh.

I, Gurnek Singh Deol
S/o Jasvir Singh Rlo
Markhai (Ferozepur) have
changed my name to

Gurnek Singh.

I Kirpal Kaur W/o
Binder Singh Vpo
Jangiana Tehsil Tapa,
District Barnala have

changed my name Pali
Kaur.

| Harjit Singh S/O
Gurbakhsh Singh, R/O, H.
No - 877 C, Ward No 1,
Raikot, Distt Ludhiana
Have Changed My Name
To Harijit Singh Panesar.

I, Manjinder Kaur
Wife of No-1481420F Late
Hav Avtar Singh R/o Vill:
Mand, Po: Teli Chak, Teh
Dasuya, Distt Hoshiarpur
(Pb) have changed the
name of my daughter from
Rapinder Kaur to
Rupinder Kaur Mand.

I, No 4460284L Ex
Hav Bakhsish Singh Son
of Pritam Singh Resident
of Vill: Bainchan, PO:
Chotala, Teh & Distt
Hoshiarpur (Pb) have
changed the name of my
daughter from Manprit
Kaur to Manpreet Kaur.

| Sushma Devi W/o
Tilak Chand Chauhan
R/o House no. 1297/4,
Street no.3, Sai Mandir
Road, Valley Height
Colony, Distt. Hoshiarpur
(Pb) have changed my
name from Sushma Devi
to Sushma Chauhan.
Concerned note.

| Satpal S/o Baldev
Raj R/o House No. 1174
D, Model Town
Extension, Ludhiana
have changed my name
from Satpal Papneja to
Satpal.

| Kiran W/o Satpal
R/o House No. 1174 D,
Model Town Extension,
Ludhiana have changed
my name from Kiran
Papneja to Kiran.

I, Harpreet Kaur
Khangura D/o
Nachhattar Singh, W/o
Manvir Singh R/o Village
Malakpur, Tehsil Khanna
(Ludhiana) have
changed my name after
marriage as Harpreet
Kaur.

I, Sukhdeep Singh
Dhaliwal, S/o Malkit
Singh, R/o Village
Dhurkot Ransih, Tehsil
Nihal Singh Wala, District
Moga (PB), PIN-142055
hereby declare that my
name has been changed
from Sukhdeep Singh
Dhaliwal to Sukhdeep
Singh.

I Raju S/o Leela
Singh R/o #11-I Jagdish
Colony Patiala have
changed my name from
Raju Singh to Raju.

I Deepak S/o Parsidh
Kumar R/o #1371, Near

NTC School, Rajpura
Distt. Patiala have
changed my name from
Deepak to Deepak
Dhamija. Con. Please
Note.

| Lovepreet Singh
S/O Sukhwinder Singh
R/O Gali Ajit Singh Dairy
Wali Kazikot Road Tehsil
& District Tarn Taran |
have changed my given
name to Lovepreet and
surname to Singh.

I, Sathyanarayana
Father of 15799847H Nk
Manikandan S residing at
Vill. D.No 84,
Seeramaniyur
kattuvalavu,

Erakondampatti (Po)
Mecheri, Mettur Distt.
Salem (TamilNadu)
250622 have changed
my name from
Sathyanarayana to

Sathiyanarayanan vide
Affidavit date 08.07.2026

before notary public
Distt. Court Bathinda
(PB).

I, Service 15573860L
hav Dinesh Magan Patil
residing at Vill. Kavpimpri
Distt. Jalgaon
(Maharashtra) 425401
have changed my minor
daughter name from Kirti
to Patil Kirti dinesh vide
Affidavit date 08.07.2026
before notary public
Distt. Court Bathinda
(PB).

I, Gurdip Singh S/o
Pal Singh R/o Vill
Waraich, Tehsil & Distt.
Gurdaspur, Punjab have
changed my name from
Gurdip Singh to Gurdeep
Singh. Concerned Note.

I, Jaswinder Kaur
Pabla W/o Avtar Singh
R/o Village Thaili Kalan,
P.O. Ghanauli, Tehsil &
District Rupnagar (Pb)
have changed my name
from Jaswinder Kaur
Pabla to Jaswinder Kaur.

| Daleep Singh
Shekhawat S/o Nand Lal
Singh Ji R/o Village
Gudha Gorji, Jhunjhunu,
Gudhagorijika,
Rajasthan-333022 have
changed my Son name
from Vishwajit Singh to
Vishwajeet Singh.

I, Jaswinder Kaur
w/o Surinder singh R/o
VPo. Ghanauli, Tehsil
and District Rupnagar
(Pb) have changed my
name from Jaswinder
Kaur to Balwinder Kaur
after marriage.

I, Meenu D/o Late Sh.

Karan Pal R/o Village
Araipura, Tehsil
Gharaunda, District

Karnal, Haryana declare
that my name is entered
as Meenu in all my
documents, whereas in
my LIC Policy No.
177466181 my name is
entered as Meena. Meena
and Meenu both are my
names.

I, Army No. 2893835-
M, Rank HAV., Name
Joginder Singh R/o VPO
Baroda Tehsil Narwana
Distt. Jind, Haryana Pin-
126115 declare that my
mother name was earlier
Bhohti Devi in the Army
records, which | have now
changed to name Bohati.

I, BABURAO am
Father of Army No:
16119058K Rank: Spr
Name: Narwate Kailash
Baburao Presently Posted
at Unit: Cme Pune,
Maharashtra Permanent
Address: Village: Senkud,
Post/ Teh: Ahmedpur,
Dist: Latur, State:
Maharashtra, Pin: 413515
declare that in my Son’s
Service record my name
is by Mistakenly
mentioned as BABURAO
but as per Civil/Govt.
Documents my Correct
name is BABU
NAGORAO NARWATE
and Also Correct my Date
of birth from 05/03/1963 to
01/01/1961. Vide Affidavit
No: 11AA 219378, Dated:
08/07/2026

I, MEENABAI am
Mother of Army No:
16119058K Rank: Spr
Name: Narwate Kailash
Baburao Presently Posted
at Unit: Cme Pune,
Maharashtra Permanent
Address: Village: Senkud,
Post/ Teh: Ahmedpur,
Dist: Latur, State:
Maharashtra, Pin: 413515
declare that in my Son’s
Service record my name
is by Mistakenly
mentioned as MEENABAI
but as per Civil/Govt.
Documents my Correct
name is MINABAI BABU
NARAVATE and Also
Correct my Date of birth
from  01/01/1969 to
01/01/1973. Vide Affidavit
No: 11AA 219453, Dated:
08/07/2026

I, SAVITA SHARMA is
legally Wedded Spouse of

Army No: 14661140W
Rank: Hav Name:
Santosh Sharma

Presently Posted At Unit:
22 FD Wksp, EME (Engr
Bde) C/lo 56 APO
Permanent Address:
House No: 510, Shair T
Gahmar, Sayer, Ghazipur,

Zamania, State: Uttar
Pradesh, Pin: 232327
declare that in my

Husband Service record
my Date of birth is by
Mistakenly mentioned as
01/12/1983 but as per
Civil/Govt. Documents my
Correct Date of birth is
01/01/1984. Vide Affidavit
No: 11AA 219917, Dated:
08/07/2026

I, SHILPA KAILASH
NARWATE am legally
Wedded Spouse of Army
No: 16119058K Rank: Spr
Name: Narwate Kailash
Baburao Presently Posted
at Unit: Cme Pune,
Maharashtra Permanent
Address: Village: Senkud,
Post/ Teh: Ahmedpur,
Dist: Latur, State:
Maharashtra, Pin: 413515
declare that in my
husband Service record
my name is by Mistakenly
mentioned as SHILPA
KAILASH NARWATE but
as per Civil/Govt.
Documents my Correct
name is SHILPA KAILAS
NARWATE. Vide Affidavit
No: 11AA 219454, Dated:
08/07/2026

I, HEERA DEVI am
Mother of Army No:
18024178k Rank: L/Nk
Name: Vijay Samant
Presently Posted at Unit:
57 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO
Permanent address:
Khetal Sanda Mustazer,
Khetal Sanda Mustnagar,
Udham Singh Nagar,
Uttarakhand - 262308
declare that in my Son’s
Service record my name
is by Mistakenly
mentioned as HEERA
DEVI but as per
Civil/Govt. Documents my
Correct name is HIRA
SOUN. Vide Affidavit No:
11AA 219457, Dated:
08/07/2026

I, Nirmala Devi W/o
Sh. Samunder Singh
(D/o Sh.Tek Ram) R/o
House No0.1004 GF,
HBC, Sector-19,
Panchkula Haryana-
134113, Declare that |
have changed my name
from Nirmala Devi to
Ramal Devi. That my
Correct date of birth is
18-06-1969, which is true
and correct.

I, Kurshed Bibi is
Legally Mother of No:
156591960Y Rank Nk
Name Satveer Mohamed
Presently Posted at Unit:

110 Engr Regt
Permanent Resident of
Village Chohla, PO.
Malloke, Tehsil Zira,

Distt. Ferozepur, Punjab,
142047 declare that in
my Son’s Service record
my name is by
Mistakenly mentioned as
Kursaid (Old Name) but
as per Civil/Govt.
Documents my Correct
name is Kurshed Bibi
(proposed new name).
Vide Affidavit No: HF
0008711784, Dated:
22/06/2026

I, RADHESHYAM am
Father of Army No:
15345830N Rank: Hav
Name: Kripa Sonkar
Sharma Presently
Posted at Unit: 57 Engr
Regt C/o 56 APO
Permanent Address:
Vill/Post: Dighwat, Teh-
Sakaldiha,
Dist-Chandauli, State:
UP, Pin No: 232108
declare that in my Son’s
Service record my name

is by Mistakenly
mentioned as
RADHESHYAM but as
per Civil/Govt.

Documents my Correct
name is RADHESHYAM
SHARMA. Vide Affidavit
No: Vide Affidavit No:
11AA 219914, Dated:
08/07/2026

I, SHRIKRUSHNA
am Father of Army No:
2813053L Rank: Sep
Name: Tidke Mahendra
Shrikrushna  Presently
Posted at Unit: 16
Maratha LI, Permanent
Address: Mu:
Pimparwada, Dharur,
PO: Kille Dharur, Dist:
Bid, State: Maharashtra,
Pin: 431124 declare that
in my Son’s Service
record my name is by
Mistakenly mentioned as
SHRIKRUSHNA but as
per Civil/Govt.
Documents my Correct
name is SHRIKRISHNA
ASHRUBA TIDKE and
Also Correct my Date of
birth from 01/08/1964 to

01/01/1971. Vide
Affidavit No: 11AA
219916, Dated:
08/07/2026

I, MEERABAI am
Mother of Army No:
2813053L Rank: Sep
Name: Tidke Mahendra
Shrikrushna  Presently
Posted at Unit: 16

Maratha LI, Permanent
Address: Mu:
Pimparwada, Dharur,
PO: Kille Dharur, Dist:
Bid, State: Maharashtra,
Pin: 431124 declare that
in my Son’s Service
record my name is by
Mistakenly mentioned as
MEERABAI but as per

Civil/Govt. Documents
my Correct name is
MIRABAI

SHRIKRUSHNA TIDKE
and Also Correct my

Date of birth from
07/03/1969 to
01/01/1973. Vide
Affidavit No: 11AA
219915, Dated:
08/07/2026

I, Phoolpati Devi
Mother of No.JC-
378635K  Sub  Anuj

Kumar Dubey, Village-
Dubawal, Tehsil- Phool
Pur, District- Prayagraj,
State- U.P, Pin- 221505,
have changed my name
from Pool Patti Devi to

Phoolpati Devi vide
affidavit No.IN-
PB68022970668889Y

dated 08 July before
notary public Pathankot.

I, Vedmani Dubey
Father of No.JC-
378635K  Sub  Anuj

Kumar Dubey, Village-
Dubawal, Tehsil- Phool
Pur, District- Prayagraj,
State- U.P, Pin- 221505,
have changed my name
from Ved Mani Dubey to

Vedmani Dubey vide
affidavit No.IN-
PB68023272840982Y

dated 08 July before
notary public Pathankot.

I, Asha Chavan
Ramdas spouse of
No0.15223908Y NK
Chavan Ramdas
Fulchand resident of
Village- Chikni Tanda,
Post-  Andur, Tehsil-
Tuljapur, District-
Dharashiv, State-
Maharashtra, Pin-413603,
have changed my name
from Asha Chavan
Ramdas to Aasha
Ramdas Chavan Vide
affidavit No.IN-
PB66755317339358Y
dated 05 Jul 2026 before
notary public Pathankot.

I, Narinder Kaur
Mother of No0.4487631H
L/Hav Balbir  Singh
resident of Village- Bakhli,

Post- Bakhli, Tehsil-
Pehowa, District-
Kurukshetra, State-
Haryana, Pin-136128,

have changed my name
from Narinder Kaur to

Narender Kaur Vide
affidavit No.IN-
PB67062911475141Y

dated 06 July 2026 before
notary public Pathankot.

I, Renuka Mother of
No0.2813760P Hav Kekan
Vijay Mokinda resident of
Village- Umrad, Post-
Umrad, Tehsil-
Shindakhed Raja, District-
Buldhana, State-
Maharashtra, Pin-443203,
have changed my name &
DOB from Renuka to
Renuka Mokinda Kekan
and date of birth from 25
April 1972 to 01Jan 1953
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB63786201522781Y
dated 25 June 2026 before
notary public Pathankot.

I, Kekan Mokinda
Karbhari Father of
No0.2813760P Hav Kekan
Vijay Mokinda resident of
Village- Umrad, Post-
Umrad, Tehsil-
Shindakhed Raja, District-
Buldhana, State-
Maharashtra, Pin-443203,
have changed my name
&DOB from Kekan
Mokinda Karbhari to
Mokinda Karbhari Kekan
and date of birth from 10
Jan 1969 to 01 Feb 1965
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB63785381876152Y
dated 25 June 2026 before
notary public Pathankot.

I, Sugantabai mother
of No. 15785543A Hav
Ghuge Nandu Tukaram
resident of Village- khali

Post- Ashvi Bk, Tehsil-
Sangamner  Dist -
Ahmednagar State-

Maharashtra, Pin- 413714
have changed my name
from  Sugantabai to
Sugandhabai  Tukaram
Ghuge Vide affidavit
No.IN-
PB64811316814814Y
dated 29 June 2026 before
notary public Pathankot.

I, Tukaram father of
No 15785543A Hav
Ghuge Nandu Tukaram
resident of Village- Khali

Post- Ashvi Bk Tehsil-
Sangamner Dist -
Ahmednagar State-

Maharashtra, Pin- 413714
have changed my name
from Tukaram to Tukaram

Bhikaji  Ghuge Vide
affidavit No.IN-
PB64811141935128Y

dated 29 June 2026 before
notary public Pathankot.

I, D Samboornam
Mother of No.JC-
859822W (OCC) NB SUB
D Ashok Kumar resident of
Village- Sullerumbu, Post-
Sullerumbu, Tehsil-
Dindigul Distric- Dindigul,
State- Tamil Nadu, Pin-
624710, have changed my
name from D
Sambooranam to
Sampooranam
Dhendabani Arumugam
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PBY66755649116571Y
dated 05 July 2026 before
notary public Pathankot.

I, Dhandapani A
Father of No.JC-859822W
(OCC) NB SUB D Ashok
Kumar resident of Village-
Sullerumbu, Post-
Sullerumbu, Tehsil-
Dindigul Distric- Dindigul,
State- Tamil Nadu, Pin-
624710, have changed my
name from Dhandapani to
Dhendabani Arumugam
Vide affidavit  No.IN-
PBY6675530599870Y
dated 05 July 2026 before
notary public Pathankot.

The Pioneer does not take
responsibility for the contents
for the advertisement (Display /
Classified) carried in this
newspaper. The Paper does
not endorse the same. Readers
are requested to verify the
content on their own.
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Woman ddivers quadrupletsin auto;
newborns die after ambulance delay

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
Il Bhopal

A serious lapse in Madhya
Pradesh’s emergency health-
care system came under
scanner after a 28-year-old
woman delivered four prema-
ture babies inside an auto-
rickshaw in Mandla district
when a 108 ambulance
allegedly failed to reach herin
time. All four newborns died,
while the mother survived.
The incident occurred on
Tuesday in Naiganwa village,
where Rajni Sindram, who
was around seven months
pregnant, developed severe
labour pain. Her family said
they immediately called the
108 ambulance service, but the
vehicle did not arrive despite
repeated requests for help.
With Rajni’s condition dete-
riorating rapidly, the family
was left with no choice but to
hire an auto-rickshaw and
rush her to the Ghutas
Primary Health Centre with
the assistance of an ASHA
worker. After providing initial
treatment, doctors referred

her to the Bichhiya
Community Health Centre for
specialised care.

The referral, however, came
too late. Before the auto-rick-
shaw could reach Bichhiya,
Rajni delivered four babies
one after another inside the
vehicle. The accompanying
ASHA worker assisted the
delivery under extremely dif-
ficult circumstances and
ensured that the mother
reached the hospital safely.

Doctors at the Bichhiya
Community Health Centre
examined the newborns and

declared all four dead.

Bichhiya Block Medical
Officer Anoop Kumar
Bharatiya said Rajni was
approximately 30 weeks
pregnant and the babies
were born prematurely.

He said the delivery had
already taken place before
the woman reached the hos-
pital. The mother was given
emergency treatment and
her condition is now stable.

Rajni’s husband, Dhanesh
Sindram, blamed the delay in
the Government ambulance
service for the tragedy.

“My wife was six to seven
months pregnant. We had to
take her to hospital in an
auto-rickshaw because no
ambulance was available.
She delivered on the way. All
four babies died, but my wife
survived,” he said.

ASHA worker Manto
Singram said she was
informed that the family was
bringing Rajni in an auto-rick-
shaw after labour pains started
suddenly. She met them en
route and helped manage the
emergency delivery before
they reached the hospital.

The incident has once again
exposed glaring shortcom-
ings in the state’s emergency
medical response system,
raising uncomfortable ques-
tions about the reliability of
the 108 ambulance network.

The deaths of four new-
borns before they could
receive medical care have
intensified demands for
accountability and a
thorough inquiry into
whether timely emergency
transport could have
prevented the tragedy.

TONY DAS
M Guwabhati

The Assam Govern

Assam

uals from Hukai Basti in

Station on June 23.

NSCN/GPRN (Nikki).

eralise the actions of a
anti-social elements or

between the people of

They allegedly distributed letters to
village headmen directing them to
collect 2110 per household as House
Tax and Census Tax in the name of

Hazarika urged people not to gen-
entire Naga community, stressing

that such assumptions could harm
the long-standing cordial relations

ment on

Wednesday clarified that the recent
incidentinvolving an alleged demand
for 2110 from households in villages
along the Uriamghat border area
was the work of a few identified mis-
creants and should not be associat-
ed with the Naga community or the
Government of Nagaland.

Replying to a Notice under Rule 54
raised by MLA Nurul Huda in the
Legislative Assembly,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pijush
Hazarika said a report from the
Superintendent of Police (Border),
Golaghat, revealed that two individ-

Nagaland’s

Niuland district visited Rajapukhuri
villages under Uriamghat Police

Nagaland.

handful of
blame the

Assam and

The Minister informed the House
that the identities of the two accused
have been established, but they
remain absconding.

The matter has been communicat-
ed to the CRPF, neutral forces and the
Border Magistrate at Sarupathar,
while police and security agencies
have intensified search operations,
patrolling and surveillance in the
border areas.

According to the latest police

Uriamghat tax demand linked to identified
miscreants, not Naga community: Pijush Hazarika

report, no evidence has emerged to

suggest that any money was actual-
ly collected from villagers.

Hazarika said the law and order sit-
uation in the area remains peaceful
and is being closely monitored.

Reaffirming the State Government’s
commitment to the safety of border
residents, the Minister said strict
legal action would be taken against
those responsible and that measures

were being strengthened to prevent

similar incidents in the future.

Amit Shah speaks to CMs of rain-hit States, assures help

Gandhinagar: Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel
reviewed the prevailing rain situation across the state
during a Cabinet meeting and directed the administration to
remain on high alert as heavy rainfall continues to affect

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah spoke with the chief
ministers of Maharashtra,

Gujarat were still disrupted
due to waterlogging on the
Vasai-Virar section in Palghar
district and at several places
in south Gujarat.

Train services on the

Gujarat, and Jammu and Mumbai-Pune route had not
Kashmir on Wednesday to yet fully resumed after land-
review the impact of heavy slides hit the Bhor Ghat
rains. He assured them that section. Civic officials said
the Centre would provide all  Tulsi Lake, one of Mumbai’s
possible help, officials said.  seven drinking water reser-
Officials said the home voirs, began overflowing late
minister called Maharashtra at night because of heavy
Chief Minister Devendra rainin its catchment area.
Fadnavis, Gujarat Chief The India Meteorological
Minister Bhupendra Patel, Department (IMD) forecast
and Jammu and Kashmir light to moderate rain in
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah. Mumbai and its suburbs

Pedestrians make their way through a severely waterlogged road following
heavy rainfall in Surat Gujarat on Wednesday PTI

Navsari district and Surat five people had died in

rain-related incidents over the

several districts.

Government spokesperson Jitu Vaghani said the Chief
Minister will visit the rain-affected districts of Surat and
Valsad on Wednesday to assess the ground situation,
interact with affected residents, and personally review
ongoing relief and rescue operations.

The Chief Minister also instructed local ministers and
district in-charge ministers to visit rain-affected areas
under their respective jurisdictions.

They have been asked to monitor the preparedness of
the local administration, review disaster management
measures, and ensure that relief efforts are carried
out effectively.

During these separate
calls, Shah assured each chief
minister that the Centre
would offer all possible

throughout the day.

Southern Gujarat also

received “extremely heavy”
rainfall on Tuesday, with the

assistance to handle the worst affected being Surat

rain-related
officials said.
Mumbai saw heavy rain on

situation,

district, where five people
died in rain-related incidents.
In comparison, 2,100 people

Wednesday, which delayed were shifted from flooded

local trains and made com-
muting difficult for office-
goers. The city had already
faced heavy rain over the
weekend, but experienced a
short break on Tuesday.
Long-distance trains to

areas to safe locations, offi-
cials said.

Kamrej taluka in Surat dis-

trict recorded 305 mm of rain
in just 10 hours ending at 4
pm on Tuesday, officials said.
Schools and colleges in the

remained closed on Tuesday
due to heavy rain.

“Extremely heavy rainfall
occurred at isolated places in
the districts of South Gujarat
region, namely Surat, Valsad,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli in the
last 24 hours,” the IMD said
in its midday state forecast
on Tuesday.

M Nagarajan, Commissioner
of Surat Municipal Corporation
(SMC), told reporters that about
2,100 people had been moved
from different zones to safe
shelters. A district disaster
management official said

past two days.

“Two deaths due to elec-
trocuti”Two deaths due to
electrocution were reported
today, while another person
died in the Kamrej area. On
Monday, two individuals died
from electrocution in the
Rander area of Surat,” the
official had said.

Heavy rainfall struck the
upper reaches of Thathri
town in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Doda district on
Tuesday, partially damaging
several houses, shops and

During the Cabinet meeting, the State Government also
paid tribute to 11 people who lost their lives in rain-related
incidents, including accidents caused by collapsing walls,
falling trees, and lightning strikes.

The Council of Ministers expressed condolences to the
bereaved families and prayed for the departed souls.

The State Government said it

will continue to closely

monitor the evolving weather situation and coordinate relief

measures in districts affected by heavy rainfall.

vehicles.

It was the third similar
incident in Doda and
Kishtwar districts this week
after heavy rain battered the
region. Heavy rain in the
upper reaches had triggered

(PNS)

flash floods, bringing boul-
ders, mud and debris into
Thathri town. The Doda-
Kishtwar highway was
blocked at Thathri after the
flash floods, disrupting traffic
in the area.

Congress battles factions ahead of MP’s Datia by-election

GIRISH SHARMA M Bhopal

With the July 30 by-election
to Madhya Pradesh’s Datia
Assembly constituency fast
approaching, the Congress
finds itself balancing elec-
toral strategy with internal
party dynamics, even as both
the Congress and the BJP
are yet to announce their
candidates.

Bharti has publicly conveyed
to the party leadership that
his family need not be consid-
ered for the ticket if the
Congress identifies a stronger
candidate. He said he would
campaign wholeheartedly
for any nominee chosen by
the party and work to ensure
the party’s victory.

Speaking over the phone,

Bharti said the final decision

The bypoll, necessitated by had been left entirely to the

the disqualification of former
Congress MLA Rajendra
Bharti following his convic-

party high command. “It is
not necessary that I or my
family contest. If the party

tion in a decades-old bank finds a better candidate, I will

fraud case, has emerged as a
crucial political contest in the
Gwalior-Chambal region.
While nominations close
on July 13, the Congress lead-
ership continues to deliber-
ate over a candidate capable
of retaining the seat without
triggering factional unrest.
In a significant political
development, Rajendra

support that person with full
commitment,” he said.

His statement is widely

being viewed as an attempt
to project party loyalty at a
time when the Congress is
trying to avoid a repeat of the
internal discord witnessed
during the 2023 Assembly
elections. In that election,
the party had initially

declared former Textbook
Corporation Vice-Chairman
Avdhesh Nayak as its candi-
date before replacing him
with Rajendra Bharti follow-
ing strong opposition from
Bharti’s supporters.

With Bharti now stepping
back from pressing his
family’s claim, two names
have emerged prominently
in Congress circles — Avdhesh
Nayak and two-time former

MLA Ghanshyam Singh. Party
leaders also indicate that a
candidate from the Other
Backward Classes could be
considered if the leadership
believes it would improve the
party’s electoral prospects.
Political observers believe
Bharti’s statement serves
multiple purposes. It helps
present him as a disciplined
party leader willing to place
organisational interests

above personal ambition,
while also reducing the pos-
sibility of resistance from
rival aspirants during the
ticket selection process. At
the same time, his political
past adds another dimension
to the calculations. Bharti has
previously switched parties
after being denied a ticket
and has served as an MLA on
a Samajwadi Party ticket,
making the Congress leader-
ship cautious about manag-
ing competing interests
within the organisation.
The bypoll itself was trig-
gered after Bharti lost his
Assembly membership fol-
lowing his conviction in a
bank fraud case dating back
to 1998. The case relates to
alleged manipulation of a
fixed deposit at the Datia
Cooperative Rural
Development Bank, where
investigators alleged that
bank records were altered to

extend the tenure of an FD
from three years to 15 years,
enabling withdrawal of inter-
estover several years. Bharti,
who was then associated
with the bank’s management,
was among those prosecuted.

On April 1, a special MP-MLA
court in Delhi convicted
Bharti in the 28-year-old case.
A day later, the court sen-
tenced him to three years’
imprisonment and imposed
a fine of Rs 1 lakh. Although
the court granted him time
to appeal, the conviction
remained in force.

For the Congress, the elec-
tion is more than a routine
bypoll. Itis a test of its ability
to manage factional equa-
tions while retaining a con-
stituency it won in 2023.
Candidate selection will be
critical, as the party seeks to
avoid alienating influential
local leaders and maintain
organisational unity.

ED freezes TMC’s 440 crore
funds after West Bengal poll loss

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH
M Kolkata/New Delhi

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has frozen the Trinamool
Congress (TMC)’s bank
deposits worth 3440.42 crore
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act,
dealing the party a severe
financial setback at a critical
juncture. The TMC, recently
ousted from power in West
Bengal by the BJP, now faces
a paralysing restriction on its
funds weeks after losing the
state assembly elections.

The freeze hits the party
when it is already reeling
from internal rebellion and
the challenges of operating as
the principal opposition in
the state. The ED has provi-
sionally attached 3440.42
crore lying in three private
bank accounts of the All India
Trinamool Congress under
Section 17(1-A) of the PMLA.

This comes after Tuesday’s
raids at premises linked to
Carewell Group and its avia-
tion arm, Carewell Aviation.
According to ED officials, the
probe has uncovered trans-
fers of around %160 crore
from TMC accounts to
Carewell Aviation and related
entities between April 2023
and June 2026. These funds
were allegedly used to pur-
chase an Embraer Legacy 600
jet and an AgustaWestland
109SP helicopter forz112 crore,
which were then rented back
to the party.

The political implications of
this freeze are profound and
far-reaching for the Mamata
Banerjee-led TMC. Having lost
power in West Bengal for
the first time in over a decade,
the TMCis already in a weak-
ened position. The freeze of

nearly %440 crore, a substan-
tial part of its war chest,
severely limits its ability to
mount an effective opposi-
tion, fund protests, support
party workers, or fight legal
battles against the new B|P
Government.

The ED order comes just
days after the Calcutta High
Court directed banks to dis-
close the corpus in these
accounts. It follows last
month’s debit freeze by
Kolkata Police, triggered by
complaints from rebel TMC
MLAs. The party is now bat-
tling on multiple fronts, while
its finances are locked.

As an opposition party, the
TMCwill find it extremely dif-
ficult to sustain large-scale
political programmes, cadre
mobilisation, or election-
related expenses in the
coming months. This could
accelerate demoralisation
among workers and leaders
atatime when unity is most
needed.

Political observers say that
the attachment of such a large
amount under the stringent
PMLA sends a strong signal
about the central agency’s
reach into the finances of a
major regional party that was
in power until recently. It
places the Mamata Banerjee-
led faction under intense polit-
ical and financial pressure.

There has been no immedi-
ate response from the
Trinamool Congress or
Carewell Aviation to the latest
development. For the TMC,
already navigating the difficult
transition from ruling party to
opposition, the %440 crore
lock-in could prove a long-
term handicap in its efforts to
regroup and challenge the BJP
in West Bengal.

Police shoot dead Baruipur gang-rape accused in encounter

SAUGAR SENGUPTA M Kolkata

The Suvendu Adhikari
Government tended to walk
its talk — against sexual
attacks on women — dealing
out on Wednesday the
‘encounter treatment’ for
Probhash Mondal the prime
accused in Baruipur gangrape
and murder case even as he
“tried to snatch a gun from
the policemen, open fire and
flee” before being shot dead.

“As he was continuously
changing his statements the
police team was taking him
to the place of occurrence for
reconstruction of the crime
situation, when he suddenly
snatched a gun from a police-
man and opened fire... the
accompanying policemen
immediately fired back in
self-defence hitting him in the
chestand abdomen,” a senior

Security personnel stand guard outside Baruipur Sub-Divisional Hospital,
where the body of an accused killed in a police encounter has been kept, in
South 24 Parganas district, West Bengal, Wednesday PTI

police officer said.

While Wednesday’s was
the first death in police firing
after many years, perhaps
after the naxalite movement
of the seventies residents of
Baruipur and the family
members of the victim
received the news contently.

“We have complete faith in
Chief Minister Suvendu Babu

...he told us the other day that
he will not spare the guilty and
give a lesson that would be
remembered by the future
criminals, we are satisfied that
at least one of them has been
treated befittingly, as instead of
repenting he was shameless-
ly attacking the police men,”
the brother of the victim said.

A 12-year-old girl was

waylaid last Saturday by a
gang of 5-6 youths at Baruipur,
a suburban town south of
Kolkata. She was then gan-
graped and brutally assaulted
with several hits on her head.
To ensure death, she was
stuffed in a gunny bag and
thrown into a pond so that she
died from drowning. Her post-
mortem reports confirmed
lethal ante mortem injuries
and death by drowning.

The incident triggered
widespread outrage, with
angry locals blocking the
Baruipur-Joynagar Road,
setting tyres ablaze and van-
dalising police vehicles,
demanding immediate arrest
and stringent punishment
for those responsible.

Incidentally Adhikari as an
Opposition Leader during
one of his campaigns said
that the BJP Government

would teach the ultimate
lesson to all the rapists
adding “we ‘deposit’ them in
the morning and ‘spend’
them in the evening before
producing them in the court.”

Meanwhile, senior Congress
leader Adhir Chowdhury and
TMC leader Mohua Moitra
attacked the powers that be in
the State for converting Bengal
“officially into UP 2.0.”

“Isn’t it strange that the
prime accused and the only
witness in the rape and murder
case has been shotdead in an
alleged encounter... with him
many information may have
gone forever... it is a blood
thirsty day... for the first time
in Bengal we have seen an
encounter killing. Bengal has
officially become UP 2.0” she
said wondering why the police
could not aim at the feet which
was the standard rule.

A joint delegation comprising representatives from the Bodo Sahitya Sabha, United Bodo People’s Organisation
and Bodo Kachari Welfare Autonomous Council called upon CM Himanta Biswa Sarma

PIONEER PHOTO
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Editor’s

TAKE

Delhi’s ridge gets a

second chance

Delhi has launched its most ambitious afforestation
drive in years but it will mean little unless it is
matched by cutting emissions at their source

Delhi's ridge - the northern extension of the Aravalli hills that

]

runs through the capital — has long been called the city's "green

lungs." This week, that metaphor was given fresh political

weight whenUnion Home Minister Amit Shah and Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta planted saplings at the Central Ridge and
Nanakpura Ridge to launch a campaign to plant 70 lakh trees
across the capital, part of a broader push under the "Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam" initiative. The government has also launched a Green
Drive Portal letting citizens book plantation slots, request free
saplings and register as "Environmental Saviours,"with a focus
on native, long-living species such as peepal, banyan, neem,
arjun and jamun, alongside plans for 100 Oxygen Parks across
the city.Crucially, Shah pointed out that 7,784 hectares of the
Ridge were notified under the Indian Forest Act back in 1994,
but the final notification has never been issued in the three
decades since — leaving much of this land legally unprotected

and vulnerable to encroachment.

Now, 5,000 hectares have been designated forest area, with a
promise to extend legal protection to the entire Ridge. That
promise, if kept, matters more than the sapling count.lt matters
because Delhi's pollution crisis is not seasonal bad luck - it is

structural. Vehicular emissions contribute the largest share
the city's local PM2.5 pollution, at over half the total, while

of

neighbouring districts add roughly a third more through dust
and industrial emissions carried in from outside Delhi's borders.
Winter brings crop-residue burning from neighbouring states,
whose smoke gets trapped near the ground by temperature

inversions and calm winds, producing weeks-long smog

episodes. In 2025, Delhi's annual average PM2.5 concentration
touched 99.6 micrograms per cubic metre, making it the fourth
most polluted city in the world - a level nearly twenty times the
WHO's safety guideline. Summers bring their own hazard, as
dust storms and heatwave conditions push AQl readings past
400.This is a year-round, multi-source emergency. Given that, a
plantation drive — however large — addresses only one layer of
the problem. Trees absorb some particulate matter, stabilise

soil, cool micro-climates and, over decades, rebuild an

ecosystem that construction and encroachment have steadily

eaten into. Delhi residents online have already voiced the

obvious worry: past plantation drives have seen saplings die for
lack of watering and follow-up care, and choosing hardy but

low-value species like babool over biodiversity-rich natives

sometimes done more for optics than ecology.
Athree-tier, native-species approach with dedicated

maintenance - as this programme promises - is a

has

meaningfully better design, if it is followed through. But real,

sustained relief requires enforcing vehicular emission

standards, cleaning up industrial discharge, cutting fossil-

power generation, and forging real coordination with

fuel

neighbouring states on crop burning. The 300 electric buses
flagged off alongside the plantation drive are a start on the
transport front. The Ridge deserves its legal protection and its

trees. Delhi's lungs need much more than that.

The weaponisation of the UN

As the war in Gaza continues to divide global opinion, a new United Nations report accusing Israel of grave violations
against Palestinian children has reignited questions not only about accountability, but also about the

MANJARI
SINGH

Two developments this week show how
readily the great powers and multilateral insti-
tutions will settle the fate of another conflict
in the Middle East. At Lake Lucerne, the
United States and Iran agreed a roadmap to
wind down the war in Lebanon and built a
mechanism to govern the fighting between
Israel and Hezbollah, while Israel itself was
given no seat at the table.

In Geneva, the UN Human Rights Council
received a report accusing Israel of the
gravest crimes in international law over its
conduct towards the children of Gaza. India
holds no stake in either battlefield, yet has
reason to watch how this second judgment
was reached.

The death of a child is the heaviest sorrow
a society can carry, and thatitis no lighter for
the nationality the child happened to hold. A
child killed in Gaza is an irreplaceable world
ended; so is a child in Tel Aviv, or on a road
in the Kashmir Valley. To ask how a child died,
and at whose hand, is the seriousness that
might protect the next one.

There is another moral question that
deserves reflection in India. The massacres of
October 7, in which Israeli civilians, including
children, were murdered, kidnapped and bru-
talised, marked the beginning of this war. Yet
many voices that now speak with certainty
about Israel’s conduct had little or nothing to
say when those atrocities occurred. Moral
concern cannot be selective. A standard that
condemns civilian suffering only after one side
responds, while remaining silent when the
violence that triggered the conflict is
unleashed, diminishes its own credibility. One
may criticise Israel’s actions and still recog-
nise that any serious moral accounting of this
war must begin with October 7. To omit that
starting point is not impartiality; it is incom-
pleteness.

In 2018 and again in 2019, the Office of the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
issued reports on Jammu and Kashmir that
New Delhi rejected as fallacious, tendentious
and motivated. The objection was never
that Kashmiri suffering was unreal; no honest
Indian would say so. The objection was to the
UN system. A UN office had assembled unver-
ified figures, relied on interested testimony,
set aside the long history of cross-border ter-
rorism, and pronounced a confident verdict
on a place it had no standing to judge.
Governments in Delhi of every stripe have

A UN OFFICE HAD
ASSEMBLED
UNVERIFIED

FIGURES, RELIED

ON INTERESTED
TESTIMONY, SET

ASIDE THE LONG

HISTORY OF
CROSS-BORDER
TERRORISM, AND
PRONOUNCED A
CONFIDENT
VERDICT ON A

PLACE IT HAD NO

STANDING TO
JUDGE.
GOVERNMENTS IN
DELHI OF EVERY
STRIPE HAVE HELD
THAT LINE SINCE.

Dr Manjari Singh is a strate-

gic affairs expert specialis-

ing in the Middle East and
Greater West Asia

credibility and consistency of international institutions

held that line since.

That is the lens through which the Gaza
report deserves to be read. This Commission
is the only standing body in the UN system
aimed permanently at a single country,
created by a resolution that half the Council
declined to support. It rests its conclusions
on testimony it cannot independently
verify and, in places, on its own previous
reports; it reaches determinations on bal-
listics and military operations for which it
has no evident expertise, then dresses
them as legal findings, though itis no court
and can convict no one. It allowed the
accused state ten days to answer a hundred-
page document covering three years of war.
None of this certifies Israel’s account of any
single incident. But the report’s central
claims are precisely the kind an impartial
process would treat as contested rather
than settled.

Much turns on disputed ground. The
Commission’s own reports have not kept
their ratios of children to combatants con-
sistent. Its treatment of schools and hospi-
tals sets aside a documented pattern of
armed groups operating from within civil-
ian sites, the fact that decides whether a
strike was a crime or a tragedy of war:
weapons recovered from a kindergarten, a
tunnel shaft beneath an infant’s cot, an
attack on the Al-Taba’een site that the report
lists without recording that the building had
become a base for militants. The account
of the Al-Ahli hospital explosion, attributed
to Israel within hours, was later contradict-
ed by American, British and Canadian
assessments pointing to a misfired
Palestinian rocket.

On starvation, the report passes over the

more than a million chil-
dren vaccinated against
polio in coordination with
the WHO, and the diversion
of humanitarian aid by the
armed groups themselves.
One need not settle any of
these to see the difficulty:
Each judgment falls the same
way, against the accused,
and a tribunal whose every
doubtresolves in one direc-
tion is not weighing evi-
dence. Itis ratifying a verdict
it brought with it.

There is also a distinction
that should matter to a
democracy. A democracy
carries the means of its own
correction: courts that rule
against the government, a
free press, an electorate that
removes it. Israel, whatever
one concludes about its
conduct, has these institu-

tions; the armed movements arrayed
against it offer their people none.

Candour is owed about the forum doing
the judging. The human-rights machinery
of the United Nations carries a long and
uneven record, having seated serial abusers
on its councils and trained a permanent
focus on one democracy while openly
repressive states drew little notice. Such a
body has not earned the authority to pro-
nounce final verdicts on a sovereign nation,
and the principle does not bend according
to which nation stands in the dock.
Accountability imposed from outside, on
evidence a state was never allowed to test,
only imitates the rule of law.

This is the pattern India must recognise,
because it was once turned against India
itself. A standing body, insulated from
accountability, selects a single sovereign
state, assembles a record it does not let that
state test, and converts a political campaign
into the language of law and its gravest
charges. The instrument is the human-rights
report; the purpose is the weaponisation of
the United Nations against an unfavourable
state.

Verdicts handed down from Geneva
harden the warring and embolden those
who profit from grievance; they have never
stopped a war or returned a child to a
parent. Peace is made by states willing to
talk, and made faster when the world
resists anointing permanent villains and
victims. India’s instinct, shaped by its own
experience, has favoured dialogue over
denunciation. The children of Gaza and of
Tel Aviv need a peace two peoples can be
helped to build. That is the cause India
should keep in view.
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DOWRY DEATHS DEMAND STRONGER
SOCIAL AND LEGAL ACTION

The tragic death of 28-year-old
Akriti, barely 72 days after her
marriage, is yet another grim
reminder that the evil of dowry
continues to claim innocent lives
despite stringent laws. According
to her family’s complaint, the
man she loved and married
allegedly became abusive soon
after the wedding, demanding
dowry, seeking control over her
salary, forcing her to quit her job,
and subjecting her to relentless
physical and mental harassment.
Her repeated warnings that her
husband might Kill her make this
case particularly shocking and
heartbreaking.

Such incidents expose not only
the failure of legal deterrence but
also the persistence of regressive
social attitudes that treat women
as commodities rather than equal
partners. While every person
involved in such harassment must
be brought to justice, the husband

bears the primary responsibility
for either protecting or
persecuting his wife. The law
must ensure swift investigation,
speedy trials, and exemplary
punishment for those guilty of
dowry-related crimes.

At the same time, families,
educational institutions, women’s
organisations, and civil society
must work together to eradicate
this social evil and create an
environment where every woman
can live with dignity, safety, and
respect after marriage.

The fight against dowry
demands uncompromising
enforcement of the law, greater
social awareness, and a collective
rejection of practices that
commodify women. Only when
society treats daughters with
dignity and refuses to tolerate
dowry will such tragic deaths
finally come to an end.

RS NARULA PATIALA

Elder care is not optional, it is a social responsibility

GEETANJALI
CHOPRA

2ND OPINION

InIndia, there was a time when caring for the elderly was
not discussed as an option-it was simply a way of life.
Respect and regard for ageing parents were not choices,
but deeply internalised social norms woven into everyday
living. Today, that understanding is steadily weakening.
Elder care is increasingly being treated as a matter of choice,
shaped by convenience rather than commitment. This shift
reflects not just a cultural change, but a deeper gap in how
India is preparing for an ageing society.

India is home to nearly 144 million senior citizens, and
this number is expected to rise sharply in the coming
decades. Yet despite these numbers, programmes focused
on improving their living conditions remain strikingly few.
As aresult, ageing is rarely accompanied by dignity; instead,
it is often marked by neglect and invisibility. Equally con-

cerning is the growing proportion of elderly living alone
oronly with a spouse. These people are more vulnerable
to fraud, theft and even violent crime due to limited mobil-
ity and predictable routines.

Beyond these visible risks lies a quieter crisis-elders bat-
tling illness without support, spending days without mean-
ingful interaction, and in some cases, passing away unno-
ticed. These are not isolated incidents, but symptoms of
a systemic apathy towards elder care. The reasons behind
this shift are well known. Migration, expensive urban
housing, demanding work lives and changing priorities have
reshaped family structures. At the same time, many elderly
individuals choose to remain in familiar surroundings,
rooted in their communities. What has emerged is a widen-
ing gap between generations-not just physically, but emo-
tionally. India is moving away from informal, family-led
elder care, but has not built adequate formal systems to
replace it. As a result, a growing number of seniors are left
to navigate ageing largely on their own. India has legal pro-
visions such as the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act, 2007, which obligate children to
provide for their parents’ basic needs. Additionally, the
National Policy on Older Persons and schemes under the
Integrated Programme for Senior Citizens aim to provide
financial security, healthcare access and shelter. While
important, such frameworks address only one part of the
problem. Care cannot be reduced to obligation alone. It
is not just about financial support, but about presence, atten-
tion and dignity. Law can enforce duty, but it cannot create

care or emotional security. Many elderly individuals
remain unaware of their legal rights, limiting their ability
to seek support. At the community level, Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs) can play a far more structured role by
maintaining registries of elderly residents living alone,
enabling periodic welfare checks, and creating emergency
response systems. Such decentralised mechanisms can sig-
nificantly reduce both isolation and risk. Similarly, the role
oflocal police must move beyond symbolic outreach. Old-
age homes are an important part of the solution.

They provide shelter, healthcare and companionship.
However, their limited reach and affordability prevent them
from becoming a universal solution. There is also signifi-
cant scope for corporate engagement. Elder care can be
meaningfully integrated into Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR), particularly through partnerships with credible non-
governmental organisations to build community-based care
models. In earlier days elder care was part of a social fabric
that ensured continuity between generations.

Rebuilding this fabric requires more than policy-it
demands a conscious effort to restore intergenerational
bonds. Families, schools and communities must create
spaces where younger generations remain connected to
their elders. If ageing is to become one of India’s defining
realities, elder care must move from being seen as a private
concern to a shared social responsibility.

The writer works for the elderly care and founder of Wishes and
Blessings NGO
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India must closely watch developments in PoK

Pakistan’s violent crackdown on protesters in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) reflects its growing
unease over the rising public demand for basic rights
and political freedom. The increasing demonstrations
reveal deep public resentment against prolonged
political neglect, economic hardship, and denial of
democratic rights.

Faced with mounting internal and external pres-
sure, Islamabad appears to be suppressing dissent in
PoK instead of addressing the legitimate grievances
of its people. Such heavy-handed measures are only
likely to intensify public anger and further destabilise
the region. India should closely monitor develop-
ments in PoK and continue highlighting the human
rights situation through diplomatic and internation-
al forums. While respecting international norms,

New Delhi should extend moral and humanitari-
an support to the people who are seeking justice,
dignity, and fundamental freedoms.

The international community must also take note
of these developments and urge Pakistan to uphold
democratic values, respect human rights, and refrain
from using force to silence peaceful voices.

Bharat Taxi must build passenger trust

Bharat Taxi has the potential to emerge as a credible,
people-centric alternative to app-based cab
aggregators, but its long-term success will depend on
much more than offering affordable fares. As
highlighted in the report, the cooperative model can
succeed only if it consistently delivers a safe, reliable,
and respectful travel experience.

If drivers engage in the same practices that have
frustrated passengers on other platforms—such as
refusing rides, demanding extra money, or behaving
discourteously—the initiative will quickly lose public
confidence. Therefore, accountability must be built into
the system from the outset. Transparent, surge-free
pricing, digital receipts, and an efficient grievance
redressal mechanism should be made mandatory.
Since Bharat Taxi drivers are co-owners of the
cooperative, repeated misconduct should invite strict
disciplinary action, including suspension of
membership and loss of cooperative benefits. More
importantly, drivers must recognise that every instance
of misconduct damages the reputation of the
cooperative. Bharat Taxi can become a truly
dependable mobility solution only by upholding

Social media challenges need urgent action

Social media has become an influential platform for com-
munication and entertainment, but it is also increasing-
ly being misused to spread misinformation and promote
dangerous online trends. In recent years, viral challenges
have encouraged reckless behaviour, putting countless
young lives at risk. Earlier, the infamous ‘Blue Whale’ chal-
lenge was linked to several tragic deaths worldwide. Now,
equally hazardous trends such as the ‘Momo’ challenge
and the ‘Kiki’ challenge have exposed users, particularly
teenagers, to unnecessary risks.

The Kiki challenge, which dares participants to step out
of a moving vehicle, dance alongside it, and jump back
in while being filmed, has resulted in numerous accidents
and injuries across countries. The pursuit of online fame
through likes, comments, and shares often overshadows
concerns for personal safety. Parents, schools, social media
companies, and law enforcement agencies must work
together to educate young users about the dangers of such
trends. Technology platforms should promptly remove
harmful content and discourage challenges that threat-
en public safety. Responsible digital behaviour and
stronger content moderation are essential to ensure that
social media remains a tool for creativity and communi-
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cation rather than a source of preventable tragedies.
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Beyond E20: Making India’s ethanol
transition truly sustainable

As blending targets rise, the focus must shift beyond percentages alone. The long-term success of India’s
ethanol strategy will depend on balancing energy independence with water security, agricultural sustainability,
environmental safeguards, vehicle compatibility, and food security

DEBAJIT PALIT AKANKSHA JAIN

India’s ethanol-blending programme has evolved
rapidly over the last decade from a limited effort to
blend with petrol to now one of the central pillars for
India’s energy security and clean mobility strategy.
The country has already achieved E20 blending
ahead of schedule, increasing it gradually from 1.5%
in 2014. The central government is now preparing for
higher blends through the recent notification and
recent launch of flex-fuel vehicles (FFVs).

The rationale for ethanol blending has been to
reduce fossil oil imports and thus provide a degree
of insulation from global oil price volatility, supply
shocks and geopolitical disruptions. According to gov-
ernment reports, this transformation has helped save
over ?1.84 lakh crore in foreign exchange over the
years and substituted more than 300 lakh metric
tonnes of oil imports. Ethanol blending has thus been
positioned as a strategic tool to reduce fossil oil con-
sumption, lower foreign exchange outflows, build
domestic fuel resilience and at the same time create
additional income for farmers. However, the blend-
ing has also been questioned by critiques citing many
challenges and thus they need to be addressed for
better acceptance of the programme.

On the consumer side, an often-cited challenge is
the issue of fuel efficiency and impact of fuel blends
on the engine. As ethanol has ~30% lower energy
density than petrol, ethanol blends reduce vehicle
mileage, particularly for vehicles that are non-E20
compliant. Furthermore, the hygroscopic property of
ethanol can lead to moisture accumulation, corrosion
of fuel system components, and potential breakdowns
of non-compliant vehicles. In this scenario, the
recent FFV notification is an important policy step.
By introducing engine compliance standards, the gov-
ernment has recognised that higher blending requires
compatible vehicle systems.

On the supply side, India’s ethanol ecosystem today
remains dominated by first-generation (1G) feedstocks,
particularly sugarcane, maize and broken rice. This
has generated important gains for the farmers, as
sugar mill arrears, historically a major source of farmer
distress, have reduced significantly. Because of the
rising demand from the distilleries, maize cultivation
has expanded. For policymakers, ethanol has become
an instrument that simultaneously addresses energy
security, rural income generation, and agricultural
market stability.

While a higher blend beyond E20 for the FFV has
the potential to further reduce our fossil oil consump-
tion and thus foreign exchange outflows, the next
phase of India’s ethanol programme must be evalu-
ated through a broader ‘systems’ perspective that con-
siders not only energy security but also ecological sus-
tainability and long-term resource resilience.
Sugarcane is among the most water-intensive crops
cultivated in India and is often grown in regions
already experiencing groundwater stress. Its cultiva-
tion is supported by significant electricity subsidies
for irrigation and high fertiliser inputs.

Maize is also increasingly entering the fuel economy
as ethanol demand rises. As more maize is diverted
towards ethanol production, domestic availability for
poultry feed, starch and other industrial uses becomes
tighter, increasing pressure on food-feed-fuel alloca-
tion and, in some years, contributing to higher
imports. The larger concern here is whether India’s
ethanol transition is substituting crude oil import
dependence with growing dependence on sub-
sidised groundwater, electricity for irrigation, import-
ed fertilisers and, potentially, feed grain.

Furthermore, while ethanol may reduce tailpipe
emissions, a rigorous comparative life cycle assess-
ment (LCA) is essential to account for the full produc-
tion chain, including fertiliser manufacture and use,
groundwater extraction, electricity consumption for
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irrigation, transportation, distillation energy, land-use
changes associated with feedstock cultivation, waste
generation and treatment, and emissions across the
value chain. Only such a cradle-to-grave assessment can
determine whether higher ethanol blends deliver genuine
net environmental gains under Indian conditions.

The environmental assessment must also extend beyond
feedstock cultivation to include waste management.
Distilleries reportedly generate large volumes of effluent
with significant pollution potential, if inadequately treated.
Although regulatory norms mandate treatment and reuse
through bio-methanation, concentration or composting,
arapid expansion of ethanol production will proportion-
ately increase waste volumes.

A major concern is also on the long-term impact on agri-
cultural patterns. If ethanol demand continues to incen-
tivise sugarcane and maize cultivation, what happens to
crop diversification and soil resilience? Monoculture
expansion may improve short-term farmer incomes, but
over time weaken ecological stability and increase
resource stress, thereby impacting the farmers themselves.
There is also an implicit food security dimension. The
current policy support still disproportionately favours rapid
expansion of 1G infrastructure because it is easier to scale
quickly. That may help India achieve blending targets and
reduce foreign exchange outflow, but it risks locking into
a resource-intensive biofuel pathway with longer term
impacts on soil and groundwater. While surplus and waste
IG feedstocks should be used to produce ethanol, any
expansion through additional cultivation must be preced-
ed by a comprehensive and rigorous life cycle assessment
(LCA).

This is precisely why India must work on prioritising
second-generation (2G) biofuels. India generates up to 500
million tonnes of agricultural residues annually, much of
which is burned, contributing to severe air pollution.
Converting crop residues, municipal waste, and non-food
biomass into ethanol offers a far more sustainable
pathway than indefinite expansion of first-generation feed-
stocks. However, 2G ethanol remains commercially chal-
lenging due to high capital costs of pre-treatment and lower
yields. Going forward, the policy should simultaneously
focus on enabling 2G systems through targeted financial
incentives, innovation support, technology partnerships,
and long-term procurement certainty. The objective
should not merely be increasing ethanol percentages but
creating a genuinely sustainable low-carbon fuel ecosys-
tem.

While India’s ethanol programme has undoubtedly sup-
ported rural incomes, its next phase should be guided by
a ‘systems’ perspective rather than blending targets
alone. Energy security cannot be separated from ground-
water stress, fertiliser dependence, agricultural resilience,
waste management, and long-term resource sustainabil-
ity and security. International experience, particularly
Brazil’s, offers valuable lessons but should be interpreted
in context. Much of Brazil’s sugarcane cultivation is rain-
fed and takes place under agro-climatic conditions that
differ from India’s, where irrigation and groundwater
extraction play a larger role. Also, Brazil vehicle ecosystem
for using blended fuels was simultaneously developed.
India’s biofuel strategy must be tailored to its own
resource constraints and conditions. Ultimately, the next
phase of India’s ethanol transition should be evaluated not
only as an energy security initiative, but also as a resource
security strategy without impacting the vehicle users.

Litmus test awaits
Jan-Suraaj in Bankipur

Even before the Election Commission of India issues
a formal notification for the by-election to Bankipur
assembly seat, the political temperature in Bihar-and
Patna in particular-has already risen sharply. Political
parties have begun a war of words to grab public atten-
tion, months ahead of the actual contest.

The seat fell vacant after the BJP’s central leadership
elevated Nitin Nabin-winner of five consecutive elec-
tions, including once from the erstwhile Patna West
constituency before delimitation-to the post of nation-

al president. His new responsibilities require him to
move to the Rajya Sabha, and he has accordingly

GYAN BHADRA

resigned from the Bankipur assembly seat, triggering
the by-election. The Election Commission is yet to announce the schedule, but parties
across the spectrum are already positioning themselves for what promises to be a
keenly fought contest.Bankipur is set to be one of the most closely watched con-
tests in Bihar, for two broad reasons.

The first is the possibility that Prashant Kishor himself may contest. His candida-
ture is yet to be formally cleared by Jan Suraaj’s working committee, but the mere
prospect has already drawn heavy media attention. If Kishor does enter the fray, a
significant section of voters who did not back the Jan Suraaj candidate in the 2025
assembly election could shift towards him this time. His appeal has largely been to
professionals, government employees, the middle class and students-precisely the
kind of urban, educated electorate that dominates Bankipur, and one likely to respond
to his reformist, development-focused pitch.

The real question, however, is whether Jan Suraaj can convert this goodwill into
actual votes-a difficult task given the party’s acknowledged weakness in booth-level
organisation, an area where the BJP’s decades of grassroots presence give it a con-
siderable head start. Jan Suraaj’s state president Manoj Bharti concedes as much:
“Due to lack of skilled manpower, this has been our biggest mistake in the past. But
this time around, we have rectified the mistake, strengthened the organisational
power and honed up the necessary skills of booth management that could match
up with those of BJpP.”

The second reason is Bankipur’s
status as a BJP bastion since 1990. The
father-son duo of Navin Kumar Sinha
and Nitin Nabin held the seat continu-
ously from 1995 to 2025. Navin Kumar
Sinha won from Patna West in 1995 and
again in 2005, serving until his death in
2006. His son Nitin Nabin then won the
ensuing by-election and went on to win
four more consecutive terms through
2025. After the 2008 delimitation exer-
cise, Patna West was renamed
Bankipur.

The father-son duo, both Kayasthas
by caste, benefited enormously from
the constituency’s social composition,
which is dominated by upper castes-

Kayasthas alone account for roughly 23

percent of the electorate. This allowed

them to build a durable personal

support base over three decades.

Beyond Kayasthas, the BJP has also

drawn steady support from other

upper-caste communities-Brahmins, Bhumihars, Rajputs, Vaishyas and Banias-making
the seat nearly unassailable.

Manoj Bharti disputes this narrative of invincibility, arguing that voters are tired
of the father-son duo and are actively seeking change, accusing them of doing too
little for the constituency. He argues that Bankipur’s problem has not been loyalty
to the BJP but apathy born of a lack of alternatives. “The people of Bankipur often
used to say: what difference will it make whether I cast my vote or not? Nitin Nabin
is going to win anyway,” Bharti says, adding that this time voters are showing greater
willingness to turn out because they now see a genuine alternative. Bharti backs
this with turnout figures: Bankipur has historically recorded voting percentages of
just 34 to 39 percent, compared to 52 to 55 percent elsewhere in Bihar-evidence, he
argues, of chronic voter disengagement rather than satisfaction with the incumbent.
He also criticised the B]P-led state and central governments for failing to invite NITI
Aayog members to Bihar to address the state’s economic troubles.

The BJP, for its part, has already begun groundwork. According to Prabhat Malakar,
the party’s state media-in-charge, national president Nitin Nabin has held discus-
sions with the president, vice-president and general secretary of each of the com-
mittees overseeing Bankipur’s ten electoral wards, to assess ground realities. This
was followed by a closed-door meeting involving Nabin, state president and chief
minister Samrat Chaudhary at the CM’s official residence. Malakar notes that since
key election decisions are made in Delhi, the national president, chief minister and
state president will jointly decide on the candidate once the Election Commission’s
notification is issued, after which the party’s election committee will make its choice.
On the likely candidate, Malakar indicated that the BJP is expected to field a Kayastha,
given the constituency’s demographic profile, with names such as Ajay Alok, Sanjay
Mayukh and Rituraj Sinha doing the rounds.

He expressed confidence that no rival party poses a real threat, citing the welfare
schemes implemented by the father-son duo over the years, including new roads.
He specifically highlighted Nitin Nabin’s role in transforming the Mandiri Nala into
a covered box drain topped by a two-lane smart road-a project that eliminated foul
odour, reduced flood risk in central Patna, and eased traffic congestion.

Malakar also pointed to a broader electoral pattern: the party that wins an assem-
bly seat in a general election typically retains it in a subsequent by-election. Even
so, should Prashant Kishor enter the race, retaining Nitin Nabin’s 2025 vote share
of 62 percent would be no easy task for the BJP’s candidate, even in victory. Any notice-
able dip in that margin would be read as a referendum on the state government’s
popularity and the party’s organisational strength-making Bankipur’s outcome a matter
of political prestige as much as electoral arithmetic.
Unsurprisingly, the BJP is expected to spare no effort in ensur-
ing its candidate wins by a commanding margin.

( The author is a columnist j

US-Iran peace talks fail: Lasting peace in West Asia remains as elusive as ever

The fragile US -Iran
peace process that fol-
lowed the
Memorandum of
Understanding at
Blirgenstock and
Lucerne has collapsed
following July 8, 2026,
Iranian strike on three
commercial vessels in
the Strait of Hormugz,
including a Qatari LNG
tanker and a Saudi
crude oil super tanker.
The United States retaliation with overwhelming
force, hitting more than 80 Iranian military
targets underscored the poor trust, broken com-
mitments, competing threat perceptions and
strategic irreconcilability of the stakeholders
that has defined the peace process right from the
beginning. President Trump declared at the NATO
summit in Ankara that the ceasefire had “finished”.
He described the MoU as “a waste of time,” and
labelled Iranian leaders as “liars” and “sick
people.” Meanwhile, oil prices surged over 5% con-
vulsing the global markets.

Iran has defended the attacks as assertion of sov-
ereignty in quest for a “new Iranian order” in
Hormuz. Despite enduring serious losses in lead-
ership, infrastructure, and civilian lives, Tehran
appears emboldened and the theocratic regime
has entrenched itself further. This was manifest
in global diplomatic acknowledgment in form of
large-scale representation from major powers. Iran

JITENDRA
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clearly appears to be exploiting limits of conven-
tional US-Israel military power to conclude the
war in a complex geopolitical theatre, where Iran
has so far appeared to enjoy advantages in asym-
metric warfare.

Itis intriguing that a regime that appeared poised
to end its half a century long global isolation with
removal of all sanctions and offer of a major eco-
nomic reconstruction programme is seeking
squander this opportunity. While an accidental
re-ignition of conflict was always expected in the
prevailing ambience of distrust, such deliberate
confrontation indicates deeper underlying causes.
Despite progress on formation of technical
working groups on sanctions relief for Iran,
agreement on nuclear issues through a closer
inspection, and mechanisms to secure maritime
traffic through the Strait of Hormuz, as well as de-
escalation of tensions in Lebanon, deeper secu-
rity, ideological and geopolitical faultlines that
fueled the war had remained unresolved. Itis clear
failure of stakeholders to stretch their capacity,
commitment and innovation to translate the
“agreementon a 60-day roadmap toward a final
settlement” into an endurable peace and stabil-
ity in the region.

American firepower with its formidable surveil-
lance and precision strike capacity, stealth tech-
nology, logistics network and overall force pro-
jection, backed by Israel’s high tech-intelligence
prowess has so far failed to vanquish Iran. Iran has
largely held its ground, despite losing almost its
entire top political-military leadership, thou-
sands of trained IRGC personnel, almost half of its

air, naval and ground military assets, besides suf-
fering tens of thousands of civilian casualties.
Massive infrastructure damage, assessed in hun-
dreds of billions of dollars, and big hits on key eco-
nomic installations and ports also failed to dent
Iran’s spirit. Low-cost high-impact Iranian drones,
manufactured and deployed in very large numbers
with flexibility, compelled US-Israeli forces to
expend interceptor missiles costing 50 to 500
times more.

While direct U.S. military losses are estimated only
around $50 billion, with cumulative losses
assessed at $100 billion, the overall threat to
American credibility and goodwill in the region
and beyond appears profound. Energy production
disruptions and infrastructure damage is assessed
to have caused estimated GDP contraction to the
tune of 3-6 percent for American allies in the gulf.
Yetitappears thatIran’s success in low cost war,
terms of MoU in Switzerland and global response

to Khamenei’s funeral has emboldened Iran to
indulge in an audacity that has tested the
patience of Trump .

Why Sustainable Peace Shall Be
Difficult

Iranians had always suspected that Trump may
use diplomacy as a smokescreen to topple the
Iranian regime. Such apprehension is grounded
in experiences of the past. US had initiated this
war in February, just a day after Omani Foreign
Minister had declared that an understanding had
been reached between the two sides on all key
issues. It appeared that Americans were prepar-
ing for the war using diplomacy as a distraction.
Even in the current US retaliation, there appears
detailed planning. Simultaneously, President
Trump’s frequent recourse to high-risk deception,
bluff, bullying and unpredictability may be effec-
tive bargaining strategy in tactical corporate deals.
But these have dented his credibility as a respon-
sible statesman. Iranians cannot be faulted from
apprehending a possible reneging of Trump
from terms of MoU signed at Switzerland.

Simultaneously, Netanyahu has been the most
potent threat to US-Iran peace. His intermittent
attacks even after signing of MoU only corrobo-
rate this. The very character of Iranian regime
poses an existential threat to Israel. But Netanyahu
needs to keep the pot boiling in Iran to deflect his
potential indictment in corruption charges. He
may attempt a more audacious strike on Iran
further doom the fate of peace in the region.
Further, a degree of indirect Chinese support to

Iranian regime is assessed to have bolstered the
latter’s capacities to challenge the combined US-
Israeli might. China has appeared clear about its
strategic objective to expel US and NATO from
whole of Asia. Its proximity with Iran, and even
others in West Asia, complicates the search foran
endurable peace.

Simultaneously, Iran’s adversaries remain scep-
tical of Tehran’s long-term intentions. Iranian
attacks on strait of Hormuz is likely to further
deepen this distrust making the peace more
elusive. Many Iranian regime insiders have con-
tinued to openly state that a nuclear weapon alone
offered a credible deterrence against future
aggressions. These are only going to exacerbate
anxieties for other gulf states in the region.India
and the Emerging Strategic Landscape As one of
the world’s largest energy importers, India
remains vulnerable to disruptions and instabili-
ty in the Gulf, which impact energy prices, eco-
nomic growth and inflation at home. It has not
been able to leverage its wider acceptability across
internal divides in the region. As a large nation
with serious constraints, India needs stronger
strategic capabilities, greater institutional agility
and a deeply calibrated approach to influence and
shape its external surroundings to a certain level.
This is an existential necessity in an increasingly
interconnected world where geopolitical conflicts
and tensions deeply impact development and
security far beyond theatres of conflict.

The writer is Geo-strategic thinker, former
civil servant, Head of Intelligence Training
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Tribunal awards compensation
to kin of road mishap victim

The Motor Accident Claims Tribunal in Thane has awarded a
compensation of ¥31.43 lakh to the family of a man killed
in a road accident, while holding him 15 per cent
contributorily negligent for staying too close

to the vehicle ahead.

In its order on Tuesday, the MACT directed the owner of a
tempo involved in the accident and its insurer to jointly and
severally pay the amount to the family of victim Rajaram
Narayan Mhatre with 9 per cent interest per annum from the
date of the petition.

According to the order, Mhatre was driving his Innova
behind an Eicher tempo on the Pune-Nashik road on
December 25, 2020, when the tempo driver suddenly
applied brakes without any signal or indication. Mhatre's car
crashed into the tempo, resulting in his death.

While the insurance company argued that Mhatre was solely
responsible for the crash as he rammed the vehicle from
behind, the Tribunal Member RV Mohite noted that both
drivers shared responsibility.

The tribunal also noted that Mhatre did not maintain a
“safe distance” between the tempo and his Innova car.
Assessing the negligence of the tempo driver at 85 per cent
and Mhatre at 15 per cent, the tribunal initially computed
the total compensation at ¥36.98 lakh.

After taking into account Mhatre's contributory negligence,
it directed the opponents to pay ¥31.43 lakh. (PTI)

Quota benefits: TN moves SC
against Madras HC verdict

The Tamil Nadu
Government has
approached the Supreme
Court, challenging a
Madras High Court
judgment that held a
person converting to
Islam is not entitled to
claim reservation under
the Backward Class
(Muslim) category solely
on the basis of
conversion. The appeal
has been filed by the

secretary to the state

Government against the high court’s decision, which
declared unconstitutional a Government Order (GO) issued

on March 9, 2024.

The impugned GO had permitted persons belonging to
Backward Classes (BC), Most Backward Classes (MBC),
Denotified Communities (DNC), or Scheduled Castes (SC)
who subsequently converted to Islam to be treated as BC
(Muslim) and obtain community certificates under one of
the seven notified Muslim communities for the purpose of

availing reservation benefits.

A division bench of Justices GR Swaminathan and PB
Balaji struck down the GO and held that it was contrary to
binding judicial precedents of both the Supreme Court and

the Madras High Court.

The high court had observed that a person converting to
Islam could only be treated as a Muslim and could not, by
virtue of conversion alone, be classified as belonging to any
specific notified Backward Class Muslim community for

reservation purposes.

The judgment arose from a petition filed by Sameer
Ahamed, who converted from Hinduism to Islam in 2015,
with the conversion being notified through a Gazette

notification in 2016.

He subsequently married according to Islamic rites and
sought a certificate identifying him as belonging to the
“Muslim Lebbai” community to avail reservation benefits.
His application was rejected by the tahsildar, prompting him

to move the high court.
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Delhi court slams CBI, directs defreezing of bank accounts

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Observing that the freezing
of bank accounts of without
a direct link to a crime is
“draconian”, a Delhi court
has directed the CBI to
defreeze three accounts of
an individual whose son-in-
law is an accused in a
Z3-crore bribery case.

Slamming the agency for
its “completely arbitrary”
action of freezing the
accounts, the court said
the probe of the alleged
offences “cannot be made
a tool for harassing ordi-
nary citizenry only because
their relatives are suspect-
ed of having committed
certain offences”.

Special Judge Sushant
Changotra was hearing the
plea of one Gulshan Kumar,
moved by his advocate
Prateek Som, challenging
the freezing of his three
bank accounts as illegal.

In an order passed on
Tuesday, the court said, “In

the application at hand, the
applicant (Gulshan) is the
father-in-law of one of
the accused.”

It said according to the
CBI, the applicant was not
involved in the entire
sequence of events relating
to the demand, acceptance
or transportation of the
bribe amount. The court
also said the investigating
officer (10) had not record-
ed any reasons for freezing
the bank accounts.

While the CBI alleged that
the applicant aided his
absconding son-in-law’s
concealment, the court
observed a discrepancy that
the accused was arrested on
June 16, yet Gulshan’s
accounts were not frozen
until two days later.

Judge Changotra said,
“The investigating agency
can proceed to freeze bank
accounts of individuals, but
it has to be done with the
object of safeguarding and
preventing the loss of pro-
ceeds of crime.”

He said that in the
present case, there was
apparently no connection
between the proceeds of
crime and the bank
accounts of the applicant,
and there was not “a

whisper of allegation” that

accused Prabhat Kumar
(Kapoor) had transferred
any amount to his father-in-

law’s account after an
alleged conspiracy meeting
on May 14.

On June 2, while rejecting
the CBI's plea seeking
further custodial interroga-
tion of Haryana cadre IPS
officer Deepak Gahlawat,
arrested in the alleged
bribery case linked to the
agency’s probe into a fake

drug manufacturing racket,
the court had also noted
that there were no financial
transactions in Gahlawat’s
bank account after a con-
spiratorial meeting with
other co-accused persons
on May 14.

In its order, the court
highlighted that before
freezing the bank accounts
of an individual, the 10 must
have a reasonable basis to
assume that the bank
account was used directly
orindirectly in receiving or
layering the proceeds of
crime.

But in this case, the court
said that the CBI did not
even have the statements of
accounts before taking the
“arbitrary decision” to
freeze them.

“The arbitrary exercise of
the above-mentioned
discretion in freezing the
bank accounts of individu-
als who do not have any
direct or remote connection
with the commission of
offences is completely dra-

conian in nature, and the
investigating agency cannot
proceed to arbitrarily
attach/freeze/seize the bank
accounts or other valuable
assets of individuals on
their whims,” the court said.

Deprecating the action, it
said that an investigating
agency is bound to act
within the four corners of
the law and the probe of the
alleged offences “cannot be
made a tool for harassing
ordinary citizenry only
because their relatives are
suspected of having com-
mitted certain offences”.

“It is extremely impor-
tant that such draconian
and arbitrary practices are
shunned to protect the valu-
able rights of law-abiding
citizens,” the court said.

It said that prima facie the
freezing of Gulshan’s bank
accounts was “completely
arbitrary and devoid of any
plausible explanation”.

The court then directed
the defreezing of the three
bank accounts.

Chhattisgarh HC dismisses plea against
Saraswati Vandana prayer directive

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bisalpur

The Chhattisgarh High Court
has dismissed a petition against
the state’s directive introducing
the recitation of Saraswati
Vandana and Gayatri Mantrain
Government schools, noting
the order contains no manda-
tory or coercive direction
compelling students to act
against their faith. A single
bench of Justice Amitendra
Kishore Prasad, in the judg-
ment on July 2, termed the
petition premature.

The judgment was uploaded
on the HC's website on Tuesday.

The petition, filed by three
persons, challenged a June 12
circular issued by the state’s
School Education Department
directing all schools underit to
conduct a series of daily cultur-
al, educational and value-based
activities from the 2026-27 aca-
demic session. The circular
directed the recitation of the
national anthem, national
song, deep mantra, Saraswati
Vandana, Guru Mantra, Shanti
Mantra and accounts of the
lives of great personalities
during the morning assembly,
and the state song, Gayatri
Mantra and Shanti Mantra at
the close of the school day.

The petitioners claimed the
directive violated Articles 14, 21,
25, 28(1), 29 and 30 of the
Constitution, arguing that stu-

dents from minority communi-
ties could feel compelled to par-
ticipate in religious practices
not belonging to their faith.

Aamir Khan, counsel for the
petitioners, submitted in the HC
that educational institutions
wholly funded by the state
cannot enforce prayers associ-
ated with a particular religion,
as doing so would be contrary
to the constitutional principle
of secularism.

The petitioners asserted that
the chanting of Saraswati
Vandana, Gayatri Mantra, Guru
Mantra and Shanti Mantra
amounts to imparting reli-
gious instructions and pro-
moting a particular religion in
Government schools, which
is constitutionally barred.

Khan argued that compelling
students to recite such mantras
would infringe upon their
freedom of conscience and
religion, forcing them either to
act against their beliefs or

forego their education.

Opposing the plea, Deputy
Advocate General Anand
Dadariya argued that the peti-
tion was politically motivated
and based on speculative
apprehensions rather than any
concrete injury.

He submitted that the June 12
circular was in line with the
National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and sought to promote
Indian knowledge systems and
cultural awareness. The state
Government has merely oper-
ationalised these national ped-
agogical goals within its valid
executive domain under Article
162 of the Constitution. Such
policy measures cannot be
labelled as unconstitutional or
communal, he said.

The state also informed the
court that the policy had
already been implemented
across Government schools
without any complaint from
students, parents or teachers.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to hear
a plea challenging the
CBSE’s March 27 assess-
ment scheme for regular
students who were affect-
ed by the cancellation of
Class XII board examina-
tion in Gulf countries due to
the Iran-US war.

A bench of Justices KV
Viswanathan and Alok
Aradhe sought responses
from the Centre and the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) on the plea
filed by 30 regular students
from Gulf countries.

The bench also sought
responses from the Centre
and the CBSE on a separate
plea filed by a Class XII
student from a Gulf country
challenging the June 21
notification on the assess-
ment of private candidates
affected by the cancellation
of examinations.

Advocate Raj Kishor
Choudhary, who appeared
for the petitioners, told the
bench that students were
not satisfied with the
assessment scheme.

While issuing notice on
the petitions, the bench said
that a copy of the pleas
should also be served on the

office of Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta.

It posted the matter for
hearing on July 14.

Advocate Vineet Jindal
also appeared for the peti-
tioners. The plea filed by 30
students sought quashing
ofand|or suitably modifying
the March 27, 2026 assess-
ment scheme. It also sought
adirection to the authorities
to adopt a fair, transparent
and non-discriminatory eval-
uation mechanism.

Besides several other
directions, it urged that the
CBSE be directed to conduct
a special fresh examination
and special improvement
examination for affected stu-
dents in all subjects, without
any restriction on the
number of subjects that may
be opted for, and to permit
such students to retain
whichever result is more

SC agrees to hear plea filed by CBSE
Class XII students from Gulf countries

beneficial to them.

On June 22, the Centre
had informed the apex court
that the CBSE has come up
with a new policy for the
evaluation of private stu-
dents who were affected by
the cancellation of Class XII
board examination in Gulf
countries due to the war.

The Solicitor General,
appearing for the Centre
and the CBSE, had said that
a fresh all-India policy was
framed to address the con-
cerns of similarly situated
students affected by the can-
cellation of examinations in
the Gulf countries due to the
regional conflict.

The top law officer had
said that under the new
policy, which was notified on
June 21, a distinct formula for
evaluating private students
appearing for the board
exam was developed.

Delhi Extortion case: HC seeks police stand on plea by Sukesh aide

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday sought Delhi
Police’s stand on a petition by
aclose aide of alleged fraud-
ster Sukesh Chandrasekhar,
challenging the framing of
charges against herin a3200
crore extortion case.

The trial court on June 3
framed charges against
Chandrashekar, Pinky Irani
and 19 others for various
offences, including under the
stringent MCOCA provisions.

Justice Madhu Jain issued
notice to Delhi Police on
Irani’s revision petition assail-
ing the trial court order and
granted two weeks to the
investigating agency to file
its response.

The bench also issued
notice on Irani’s plea seeking
a stay on the trial court pro-
ceedings and listed the
matter for further hearing
on September 10.

Irani’s counsel argued that
she has been wrongly
charged in the case, asserting
that there was no basis to
sustain the MCOCA provi-
sions against her.

He submitted that MCOCA
could be invoked when there
is an involvement in an IPC
offence, which was admitted-
ly not the case here. MCOCA,
or the Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act, 1999, is
a law enacted to combat
organised crime syndicates
and terrorism.

The act equips authorities
with special powers to track,

intercept and penalise
gang-related criminal activi-
ties that normal penal
codes fail to deter.

Delhi Police’s senior
counsel opposed the peti-
tion and sought time to
file response.

The trial court earlier
ordered framing of charges

against Chandrashekar for
personating a public servant,
extortion, cheating, crimi-
nal intimidation, criminal
conspiracy, along with IT
Act provisions and MCOCA
sections for committing an
organised crime and pos-
sessing unaccountable
wealth on behalf of

members of an organised
crime syndicate.

Charges were directed to
be framed against other
accused persons as well for
various penal offences, and
under the IT Act and MCOCA
provisions for committing
organised crime.

The police’s charge sheet
has alleged that Irani used to
portray Chandrasekhar as a
business tycoon and was
instrumental in facilitating his
meetings with certain
Bollywood personalities.

It has stated that the police
had recorded the statements
of several people, including
Bollywood actors Jacqueline
Fernandez and Nora Fatehi.A

Chandrasekhar, who is cur-
rently in jail, is accused of
cheating many people,

including high-profile
individuals such as former
Fortis Healthcare promoter
Shivinder Mohan Singh’s
wife Aditi Singh.

Police has alleged that
Chandrasekhar and his asso-
ciates reportedly took money
from Aditi after posing as
Government officials and
promising to secure bail for
her husband who was in jail
in a money laundering case.

Chandrasekhar reportedly
persuaded Aditi to transfer
money by impersonating as
a central Government official
over a spoof call while he was
lodged in Rohini jail and
promised to manage bail for
her husband, it alleged.

The high court had granted
bail to Irani in the case on
October 20, 2023.

Calcutta HC adjourns hearing in TMC bank accounts’ case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Kolkata

The private bank where three
bank accounts of the
Trinamool Congress party
have been debit-frozen filed a
report before the Calcutta
High Court on Wednesday as
perits direction to disclose the
corpus held in those accounts.
Taking note of personal
difficulty expressed by
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who is representing
the Bidhannagar police in
this matter, Justice Saugata
Bhattacharyya adjourned the
hearing until Thursday.
Hearing a petition by the
Mamata Banerjee-led faction of
the TMC challenging the debit-
freeze of the party’s three
bank accounts, Justice
Bhattacharyya had on July 2
directed the private bank to
disclose the corpus held in

those accounts. The court did
not open the report which was
submitted because the
hearing was adjourned.
Bringing to the court’s notice
that a few more bank accounts
of the Trinamool Congress
have also been debit-frozen,
the Mamata Banerjee-led
faction’s lawyer Kishore Dutta
stated that he will file a supple-
mentary affidavitin this regard
on the next date of hearing.
Justice Bhattacharyya said

he is contemplating appoint-
ment of retired Calcutta High
Court Judge Subrata Talukdar
as a special officer over the
debit-frozen bank accounts,
but since his son represents
one of the respondents as
lawyer, he would seek the
views of the parties in the
matter if appointment of
special officer is finally direct-
ed. Justice Bhattacharyya had
on July 2 said the courtis con-
templating whether these

three accounts can be allowed
to be operated by joint special
officers, who would be retired
judges of the court, during the
pendency of the petition.

Justice Bhattacharyya,
during the hearing on July 2,
also allowed the Bidhannagar
Police to place records before
the court on the next date
regarding the complaint and
the investigation into the
resultant FIR. The debit oper-
ations of three bank accounts
of the Trinamool Congress
have been frozen following
complaints by rebel party
MLAs seeking a probe into the
source of the funds.

Some MLAs aligned with
the Ritabrata Banerjee-led
faction of the TMC complained
to the cyber crime police
station of the Bidhannagar
Police Commissionerate,
seeking a detailed investiga-
tion into the accounts.

Kerala HC issues contempt notice to bureaucrat
over sanction order in KSCDC graft case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Kochi

The Kerala High Court on
Wednesday issued a con-
tempt notice to a bureaucrat
over the contents of a
Government order granting
sanction to the CBI to prose-
cute KSCDC officials in a 2015
corruption case.

Justice A Badharudeen said
he would not spare the official
concerned, as the order grant-
ing sanction to prosecute
several accused, including
former KSCDC chairman R
Chandrasekharan, who is also
the state president of the
Indian National Trade Union
Congress, appeared to blame
the judiciary. The court was
referring to the contents ofan
earlier sanction order issued

by the Government on July 2.

The Government had
subsequently issued a fresh
sanction order on July 6.

“Both disciplinary and con-
temptaction should be taken
against him (the official). |
won’t spare this man from
contempt proceedings. He
will be proceeded against.
Strict action will be taken.
There will be no leniency.

There is no question of accept-
ing an apology,” Justice
Badharudeen said, referring to
the first sanction order.

The court also observed
that the official — K Biju —
appeared to be trying to save
the accused in the case “for
reasons known to him”.

“That is the dangerous
aspect of the order. How can

an IAS officer say such things?
He is saying the sanction order
was passed because the court
said so. It was an order to be
issued based on the facts,
dehors the prosecution
records, and on primary satis-
faction on merits. It was not to
be issued based on what the
court said,” the judge
observed. The court said that
itwas nota sanction order but
one intended to “target the
judiciary and the system”.

“It is a very dangerous
attitude on the part of the
officer,” it said, and ordered
the personal appearance of
the official on the next
date of hearing, July 10.
The court said the official
should state in person why
contempt of court proceed-
ings should not be initiat-
ed against him.



India, ASEAN assess
progress of FTA talks

India and the 11-nation ASEAN bloc on Tuesday took
stock of the progress of talks for the review of free trade
agreement in goods between the two sides, the
commerce ministry said on Wednesday.

The India-ASEAN free trade agreement in goods was
signed in 2009. ASEAN is a key trade partner of India
with about 11 per cent share in India’s global trade.
The progress of talks was reviewed during the 13th
ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) Joint
Committee (JC) and related meetings here.

“The Joint Committee provided strategic guidance to the
Sub-Committees in their respective areas of work and
urged them to expedite the finalisation of the
outstanding chapters under the AITIGA review,"it said.
Bilateral trade between India and ASEAN reached USD

128 billion in 2025-26.

(PTI)

Flipkart scraps 1,000 price cap to
offer zero commission on fashion

E-commerce marketplace Flipkart has extended its zero-
commission policy to include all products within its
fashion category, removing the previous price cap of
¥1,000. The move will allow around 90,000 transacting
sellers in the fashion segment to retain full margins,
Flipkart said in a statement on Wednesday.

Previously, the platform applied the zero-commission
policy only to fashion items priced up to ¥1,000.

“By extending this seller-first initiative across the entire
fashion category, we are making a long-term investment
in our sellers so they can invest more confidently in
innovation, assortment expansion and brand
building,”Kapil Thirani, Vice President of Flipkart

Fashion, said.

Established in 2007, Flipkart has a registered user base
of over 500 million and hosts more than 1.4 million

sellers on its platform.

(PTI)
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Stock markets slump 2% as US-Iran tensions rise

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty tumbled
over 2 per cent on
Wednesday after US
President Donald Trump said
the interim agreement with
Iran is over, leading to a
sharp rally in crude oil prices.

Besides, investors shifted to
arisk-off mode following pre-
earnings anxiety over slug-
gish first-quarter forecasts
amid a negative trend in
global markets, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 1,677.12 points, or
2.15 per cent, to settle at
76,503.60. During the day, it
plummeted 1,921.69 points, or
2.45 per cent, to 76,259.03.

A total of 3,211 stocks
declined, while 1,070
advanced and 173 remained
unchanged on the BSE. On
similar lines, the 50-share
NSE Nifty tumbled 516.65
points, or 2.12 per cent, to end
at 23,882.05.

“Indian equity markets wit-
nessed a sharp sell-off as US
President Donald Trump
declared the interim peace
deal with Iran is ‘over’ follow-
ing Iranian attacks on com-
mercial vessels in the Strait of
Hormugz, reigniting geopolit-
ical tensions and raising fresh

concerns over global energy
supplies,”Ponmudi R, CEO of
Enrich Money, an online
trading and wealth tech firm.

The renewed escalation
triggered a sharp rebound in
crude oil prices, which surged
nearly 7 per cent, sending
shockwaves across global

financial markets, he added.

All firms in the Sensex
pack ended in the red.
InterGlobe Aviation, Maruti,
Hindustan Unilever, Bajaj
Finance, Kotak Mahindra
Bank and Mahindra &
Mahindra were major
laggards.

The BSE MidCap Select
index tanked 2.14 per cent,
and the SmallCap Select
index dropped 1.61 per cent.

All sectors ended lower.
Services fell sharply by 3.21
per cent, PSU Bank (2.76 per
cent), MidSmall Private Banks
Quality Tilt (2.74 per cent),
FMCG (2.54 per cent),
Financial Services (2.49 per
cent), Bankex (2.46 per cent)
and Top 10 Banks (2.34
per cent). Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark,
jumped 6.18 per cent to
$78.74 per barrel.

Meanwhile, the rupee
tanked 59 paise to settle at
95.55 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Wednesday.

“A global equity market
sell-off triggered a massive
correction in domestic
benchmarks as investors
turned risk-averse follow-
ing a fresh wave of conflict
in West Asia. A strong
upsurge in crude oil prices,
coupled with a sharp fall in
the currency against the
dollar, dampened senti-
ment,”Ankur Punj, MD &
Business Head at Equirus
Wealth, said.

Indications that a ceasefire
between the US and Iran
might fall apart also prompt-
ed investors to exit stocks at
will, he added.

Investors’ wealth erodes
by ¥8.96 lakh crore

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Investors’ wealth eroded by
¥8.96 lakh crore on
Wednesday as equity
markets went into a tail-
spin after US President
Donald Trump said the
interim agreementwith Iran
is over, leading to a sharp
surge in crude oil prices.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 1,677.12 points, or 2.15
per cent, to settle at
76,503.60. On similar lines,
the 50-share NSE Nifty
tumbled 516.65 points, or
2.12 per cent, to end at
23,882.05. Tracking the
bearish trend in equities, the
market capitalisation of BSE-
listed companies eroded
by %¥8.96 lakh crore to
%4,71,23,612.10 crore ($4.95
trillion).

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, jumped 6.18
per cent to $78.74 per barrel.
“Indian equity markets wit-
nessed a sharp sell-offas US
President Donald Trump
declared the interim peace
deal with Iran is ‘over’ fol-

lowing Iranian attacks on
commercial vessels in the
Strait of Hormuz, reigniting
geopolitical tensions and
raising fresh concerns over
global energy supplies.

“The renewed escalation
triggered a sharp rebound in
crude oil prices, which surged
nearly 7 per cent, sending
shockwaves across global
financial markets,”Ponmudi
R, CEO of Enrich Money, an
online trading and wealth
tech firm, said.

All firms in the Sensex
pack ended in the red.
InterGlobe Aviation, Maruti,
Hindustan Unilever, Bajaj
Finance, Kotak Mahindra
Bank and Mahindra &
Mahindra were major
laggards.

Oil marketing companies, paint makers, aviation stocks tumble as crude oil prices jump

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

Shares of oil marketing compa-
nies, paint manufacturers and
aviation firms ended lower on
Wednesday following a sharp
surge in crude oil prices amid fresh
tensions between the US and Iran.

The stock of Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
tumbled 4.60 per cent, Indian QOil
Corporation dropped 3.51 per cent
and Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd declined 3.20 per cent on BSE.

Among aviation firms, shares of
InterGlobe Aviation tumbled 5.02
per cent and Spice]et declined 3.04
per cent.

The stock of Shalimar Paints

dropped 4.44 per cent, Indigo
Paints fell by 4.18 per cent, Asian
Paints edged lower by 2.49 per
cent, Berger Paints dipped 2.26 per
cent and Kansai Nerolac Paints
slipped 1.95 per cent.

Crude oil is a key raw material
for paint manufacturing
companies.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, jumped 6.18 per cent
to $78.74 per barrel.

The 30-share BSE Sensex tanked
1,677.12 points, or 2.15 per cent, to
settle at 76,503.60. On similar
lines, the 50-share NSE Nifty
tumbled 516.65 points, or 2.12 per
cent, to end at 23,882.05.

“Markets witnessed a sharp sell-

off on Wednesday, with bench-
mark indices posting their steep-
est single-day decline in over two
months amid adverse global
cues.The sharp decline was trig-
gered by renewed geopolitical
tensions after the US President
indicated that the US-Iran peace
deal is ‘over’, reigniting concerns
over a prolonged conflict in the
Middle East,”said Ajit Mishra —
SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd.

The escalation pushed Brent
crude prices sharply higher, reviv-
ing worries over inflation and its
potential impact on India’s macro-
economic outlook, he added.

Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich

Money, an online trading and
wealth tech firm, said, “Indian
equity markets witnessed a sharp
sell-off as US President Donald
Trump declared the interim peace
deal with Iran is ‘over’ following
Iranian attacks on commercial
vessels in the Strait of Hormuz,
reigniting geopolitical tensions
and raising fresh concerns over
global energy supplies.”

Energy markets also came
under renewed pressure as the
escalating conflict heightened
concerns over potential disrup-
tions to crude oil supplies through
the Strait of Hormuz, one of the
world’s most critical energy transit
routes, he added.

Rupee tanks 59 paise to close at 95.55 against US dollar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The rupee tanked 59 paise to
settle at 95.55 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Wednesday as the US
launched fresh strikes on Iran
after Tehran struck three ships
in the Strait of Hormuz,
pushing up crude oil prices
and strengthening the dollar.

The US military attacked
Iran early Wednesday after it
said Tehran struck three ships
in the Strait of Hormuz, part

of an American effort that
also revoked the Islamic
Republic’s ability to openly
sell crude oil in the world
market. Iran retaliated with
strikes targeting Bahrain and
Kuwait. Following the strikes,
global crude oil prices rose
exponentially. Brent crude,
the global oil benchmark,
was trading higher by 6.16 per
cent at $78.73 per barrel in
futures trade.

Weak domestic equity
markets further weighed on
the local unit, according to

forex traders.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 95.15 against the
US dollar and traded in the
range of 94.98-95.61 during
the day. It eventually settled
at 95.55 (provisional), down
59 paise from its previous
close.

On Tuesday, the rupee
appreciated 47 paise to close
at 94.96 against the US dollar.

“The rupee opened weaker
against the dollar and contin-
ued to remain volatile intra-

day... the dollar was bought
on dips as the equity markets
were down and dollar index
was up. Overall, today’s rupee
weakness was externally
driven, mainly by higher crude
oil prices, stronger US dollar,
and geopolitical uncertain-
ty,”Anil Kumar Bhansali, Head
of Treasury and Executive
Director, Finrex Treasury
Advisors LLP, said.

The rupee is expected to
remain in the range of 95.25
to 96.00 on Thursday, he
added. Meanwhile, the dollar

index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against
a basket of six currencies,
was trading at 101.13, up 0.11
per cent.

On the domestic equity
market front, Sensex crashed
1,677.12 points, or 2.15 per
cent, to 76,503.60, while Nifty
plummeted 516.65 points, or
2.12 per cent, to 23,882.05.

Foreign institutional
investors purchased equities
worth Rs 393.19 crore on a net
basis on Tuesday, according to
exchange data.

SEBI amends registration fee rule for
FPIs; directs payment in rupee terms

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Markets regulator SEBI has
replaced the existing US
dollar-denominated registra-
tion fee for Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) with a rupee-
based fee structure.

To implement the change,
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) has
amended the rules governing
FPIs. The revised provisions
will come into effect after six
months, SEBI said in its noti-
fication dated July 3.

As per the notification, the
regulator has revised the reg-

istration fee for Category-I
FPIs from $2,500 to 2.3 lakh.

Similarly, registration fee
for FPIs belonging to Category
Il has been revised from $250

to ¥23,000 The regulator has
also revised the application
fee for seeking general relax-
ations or exemptions from
strict enforcement of regula-
tions from $1,000 to 90,000
in eligible foreign exchange
equivalent.

The markets watchdog has
also updated the common
application form used for FPI
registration.

It has mandated includ-
ing the applicant’s date of
birth or date of incorporation
in the common application
form to facilitate Permanent
Account Number (PAN)
allotment.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Indian Sugar and Bio-
Energy Manufacturers
Association (ISMA) on
Wednesday said recent
claims about E20 petrol
damaging vehicles, attract-
ing insects, invalidating
insurance, or involving the
direct mixing of sugarcane
juice with fuel were
‘misleading and factually
incorrect’.

The industry body urged
that public discourse on
ethanol-blended petrol be

guided by scientific

Gold falls 32,308/10¢ in futures on strong dollar, higher crude oil

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Gold futures slumped by Rs
2,308 to Rs 1.43 lakh per 10
grams on Wednesday, track-
ing losses in global markets
as a rally in crude oil rates
dented the appeal of the pre-
cious metal amid escalating
tensions in West Asia.

On the Multi Commodity
Exchange, the yellow metal
for August delivery declined
by %2,308, or 1.59 per cent, to
%1,43,084 per 10 grams in a
business turnover of
10,440 lots.

Traders said rising crude oil
prices following fresh hostil-
ities in West Asia stoked infla-
tion concerns, strengthen-
ing the US dollar and prompt-
ing investors to trim exposure

to precious metals.

“Gold prices traded lower
in the domestic markets on
Wednesday amid renewed
geopolitical tensions in the
Middle East, and concerns
over potential supply disrup-
tions through the Strait of
Hormuz boosted oil prices
and strengthened the US

dollar,”Gaurav Garg, Research
Analyst at Lemonn Markets
Desk, said.

Aamir Makda, Commodity
& Currency Analyst, Technical
Research, Choice Broking,
said, “Gold prices extended
losses for the third consecu-
tive session as concerns
around inflation and higher

interest rates rose after fresh
US strikes on Iran lifted oil
prices”.

In the international
markets, Comex gold futures
for August delivery fell $94.69,
or 2.28 per cent, to $4,062.71
perounce in New York. Gold
prices fell in the overseas
trade as investors remained
cautious ahead of the release
of the US Federal Reserve’s
June meeting minutes, which
are expected to provide
further clarity on the interest
rate outlook, Garg said.

He added that although
weaker US macroeconomic
data have supported expec-
tations of future interest rate
cuts by the Federal Reserve,
a firm dollar and profit-
booking have kept precious
metals under pressure.

evidence, verified data and
official clarifications.

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas has said
India’s Ethanol Blending
Programme is scientifically

IMF pares India’s growth forecast to
6.4% for 2027 fiscal from 6.5% in April

SAGAR KULKARNI
M Washington

India’s economy is expected
to grow at 6.4 per cent in
fiscal year 2027, a tad slower
than the 6.5 per cent project-
ed in April, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) said on
Wednesday. The IMF, in its
update to the World
Economic Outlook (WEO),
projected India to grow at
6.7 per cent in fiscal year
2028, an increase of 20 basis
points from the 6.5 per cent
growth projected in April.
"India remains among the
fastest growing major
economies, with growth pro-
jected at 6.4 per cent support-
ed by strong momentum in

ISMA calls E20 petrol safety claims
misleading, urges reliance on official data

validated, rigorously tested,
and continuously monitored,
in consultation with oil mar-
keting companies, automak-
ers, fuel testing agencies, and
other stakeholders. The gov-
ernment said no incidents of
engine failure or vehicle
breakdown had been linked
to E20 petrol since its rollout.

The ministry said fuel-
grade ethanol is produced
through industrial processes
such as fermentation and dis-
tillation and does not resem-
ble its original agricultural
feedstock. It is made from
multiple sources, including
sugarcane juice, molasses,

private consumption and
services activity,”the IMF said.

"Factors that are underpin-
ning the forecast revisions are
basically twofold. On the
upside, we have the better-
than-expected out turn in
the most recent data, but we
also have high-frequency
indicators through April
showing quite a bit of
resilience in overall econom-

broken rice, and maize, and
must meet fuel-quality stan-
dards before being blended
with petrol, the ministry said.
ISMA said automakers, oil
companies and industry
bodies including the Society
of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM), the
Federation of Indian
Petroleum Industry (FIPI)
and the Automotive
Research Association of
India (ARAI) have publicly
defended E20, saying con-
cerns about vehicle break-
downs stem from ‘hearsay,
misinformation and
misunderstanding’.

ic activity,”Deniz Igan,
Division Chief (World
Economic Studies), told
reporters here on projec-
tions for India. But these pos-
itive effects are then more
than offset for 2026 by the
higher energy prices in the
baseline and in the July
update, as well as the greater
pass-through of those higher
oil prices to prices at the
pump in India, she said.
"Moving into 2027, the IMF
expects a strengthening of
the economy with the energy
shock dissipating and
medium-term growth being
estimated at around 6.5 per
cent, and output closing we
expect some pickup there,”
Igan added. (PTI)

Monsoon rains
to pickup in
July, boost
kharif crop
sowing: Shivraj

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Monsoon rains are expected
to strengthen in July, aiding
the sowing of kharif crops
after a slow start to the
season, Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
on Wednesday.

The overall rainfall deficit
narrowed to 24 per cent in
July from 33 per centin June,
Chouhan told reporters after
a high-level review meeting.

The number of rainfall-
deficient districts fell to 178
from 262 as several parts of
the country received good
rain in recent days, he said.

The government is closely
monitoring the situation in 13
states, including Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Karnataka, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Punjab, West Bengal and
Odisha, Chouhan said.
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5 children die

in landslide

Alandslide caused by
monsoon rains killed at
least five children as it
swept through an Islamic
school at a camp for
Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh’s
southeastern Cox's Bazar
district, a fire official
said. More than 1 million
refugees live in the
camp. Dollar Tripura,
local chief of the Fire
Service and Civil
Defence, said the
landslide hit as children
were attending classes.
Tripura said they
rescued another five
injured children but
suspected that more
could be buried.The
rescue operation
continued Wednesday
evening.Three days
earlier, landslides
killed at least eight
people at Rohingya
camps in the area.The
weather office in the
South Asian nation’s
capital, Dhaka,
forecast more rain in the
coming days. (PTI)

UKk |
Woman hanged

gets pardon

The last woman to be
hanged in the UK on the
charge of murdering her
boyfriend was on
Wednesday granted a
conditional pardon after
more than 70 years by
King Charles Il1, on the
advice of the British
Government. Ruth Ellis
shot David Blakely and
was convicted of murder
after a trial and executed
onJuly 13, 1955.The
application for a pardon
was brought by four of
Ellis’ grandchildren on the
basis that her culpability
was "profoundly” shaped
by domestic abuse,
trauma and circumstances
that were never properly
recognised at her trial.
The UK has since
abolished the death
penalty in law. “For 70
years, the family of Ruth
Ellis have fought for her
story to be heard. We
cannot change what
happened 70 years ago,
but we can recognise that
this was an exceptional
case," David, Deputy
Prime Minister and
Justice Secretary,
informed Parliament. (AP)

Russian strikes Kill 4 in Kyiv; Ukraine hits oil hubs

ILLIA NOVIKOV M Kyiv

Russian drones and missiles
killed four people across
Ukraine on Wednesday in
attacks before dawn and at
midday, as Moscow kept up
its pressure on the capital of
Kyiv in the latest phase of the
over 4-year-old war.
Ukraine struck oil refineries
in Russia’s Saratov and
Tatarstan regions, according
to President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, who was in Turkiye
to meet with US President
Donald Trump on the side-
lines of the NATO summit.
Answering reporters’ ques-
tions with Zelenskyy, Trump
said the US would give licens-
es so that Patriot air defence
systems can be made over-
seas for Ukraine to counter

Rescue workers search for victims after a Russian air attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine

AP

Russia. Zelenskyy thanked
Trump for his support and
said Kyiv wanted to discuss
weapons supplies, possible
peace negotiations and a
developing drone deal.

“Air defence is the priority,”
Zelenskyy said, adding that
Kyiv wanted to share details
of its needs under the
Prioritised Ukraine
Requirements List, or PURL, in
which European allies and
Canada are buying American
weapons to help his country.

Zelenskyy also said
Ukrainian and US officials
had begun work on a drone
deal, calling it “a very good
beginning.” Russia attacks
Kyiv, hours apart In Kyiv,
several explosions were
heard shortly after midnight,
even before authorities could

issue an air raid alert to give
civilians time to find shelter.

The early morning Russian
attacks killed one woman and
injured two others in Kyiv,
according to city administra-
tion head Tymur Tkachenko.
The State Emergency Service
said the attack damaged
several administrative build-
ings and warehouses, as well
as a garage complex and
several trams.

Hours later, another
Russian drone struck
Desnianskyi district, killing a
second person, Tkachenko
said. A total of eight people
were injured in the Russian
attacks on the Capital.

In Kharkiv, two people were
killed and 20 others were
injured in a series of overnight
strikes, according to Mayor

lhor Terekhov. In Zaporizhzhia,
Russian guided bomb injured
aman and a woman Tuesday
night, regional head Ivan
Fedorov said. Ukraine’s air
force says Russia fired 169
long-range strike drones and
seven missiles, including five
ballistic missiles. Air defences
shot down or jammed 139
drones, and two anti-radar
missiles didn’t reach their
targets, it said.

All five ballistic missiles and
20 drones struck targets at 15
locations, the air force
said, underscoring the
continued strain on Ukraine’s
air defences. Russia’s Defence
Ministry said it struck an arms
industry facilities in Kyiv,
hitting a plant that manufac-
tured components for
Flamingo cruise missiles. (AP)

Drone strikes on civilian vehicles kill 20 in Sudan, say rights groups

Sri Lanka former
president
Wickremesinghe
awaits indictment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Il Colombo

The next hearing in the case
of misusing public funds
against former president
Ranil Wickremesinghe will
take place on September 30,
a Sri Lankan court announced
on Wednesday.

Wickremesinghe became
the first president to be
arrested after he was accused
of misusing public funds to
attend a graduation of his
wife Maithri Wickremesinghe
at the Wolverhampton
University in the UK in 2023.

The former president now
awaits indictment as the CID
officials told the Colombo
Fort magistrate on
Wednesday that investiga-
tions have been completed
and the report forwarded to
the Attorney General for
further action.

The magistrate then fixed
the next hearing of the case
to September 30.
Wickremesinghe was arrest-
ed and remanded in August
last year. He was released on
bail after a week.

The prosecutors have
argued that the former presi-
dent attending his wife’s grad-
uation was a personal issue
and therefore using public
funds to attend it was an
abuse of state resources.

Berlin court sentences doctor
to life for murdering 13
patients under palliative care

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Berlin

A Berlin court on Wednesday
convicted and sentenced a
German doctor to life in
prison on charges of murder-
ing 15 of his patients who
were under palliative care, in
a case involving allegations he
torched the homes of victims
to try to cover up the crimes.
The 41-year-old doctor,
who has only been identified
as Johannes M in line with
Germany’s privacy rules,
went on trial nearly a year
ago at a Berlin state court.
Part of an end-of-life care
team at a nursing service in
Berlin, he was initially sus-
pected of the deaths of four
patients. Prosecutors eventu-
ally accused him of the
deaths of 15 people between
September 2021 and July
2024. The Berlin court found
the physician administered a
lethal mixture of various
medications to 12 women
and three men, German news
agency dpa reported.
Murder charges carry a
maximum sentence of life in
prison in Germany. A ruling of
particularly severe guilt -
which prosecutors had
sought - would mean he
wouldn’t be eligible for
release. The ruling also
aligned with the prosecu-
tors’ request for a finding of
serious guilt and a call for him
to face a lifetime ban from
practising medicine. After
months of silence, the doctor
confessed last month to
killing a dozen seriously ill

patients during home visits,
dpareported. He claimed he
had convinced himself he
was doing the right thing
and sparing patients suffering
and illness.

At the close of the trial, he
apologised again to the
bereaved families, the dpa
report said. The doctor
allegedly administered an
anesthetic and a muscle
relaxer to the patients
without their knowledge or
consent. The drug cocktail
then allegedly paralysed the
respiratory muscles.
Respiratory arrest and death
followed within minutes,
prosecutors said.

The victims’ ages ranged
from 25 to 94. Most died in
their own homes. The suspect
was taken into custody in
August 2024, and the trial ran
from last July through the end
of January this year.

A special investigation
team of police and prosecu-
tors initially investigated 395
cases. In 95, initial suspicion
was confirmed and prelimi-
nary proceedings began.

FATMA KHALED M Cairo

Drone strikes on civilian vehi-
cles headed to social gather-
ings in Sudan have killed
over 20 people in recent
days, according to rights
groups, as the use of
unmanned aircraft becomes
increasingly common in the
north eastern African
country’s war.

A drone hit the outskirts of
Khartoum killing 10 civilians,
including five women from
the same family, as they
drove to a wedding, the
Sudan Doctors Network said
on Wednesday. The medical
aid group, which has been
tracking violence between
the military and the paramil-
itary Rapid Support Forces
throughout the war - which

isin its fourth year - blamed
Tuesday’s attack on a road
west of Omdurman, the
sister city of the capital,
Khartoum, on the RSF. All of

those on the vehicle, which
caught fire, were killed.
The group said that the
strike “was deliberate and
carried out using a guided

drone” and called for the
international community to
pressure RSF leadership to
stop targeting civilians. A
separate drone strike on

Tuesday hit a transport
vehicle near a water facility
in the province, killing two
people, according to
Emergency Lawyers, which
tracks violence in Sudan.

The previous day, 13 civil-
ians, including five women,
were killed when a drone hit
their vehicle as they headed
to a wedding in a al-Shaatout
town, in North Kordofan
province, Emergency
Lawyers said.

“This attack is part of an
escalating pattern of drone
attacks on civilians as drones
continue to fly over the
northern parts of the
province... monitoring resi-
dents’ movements,” the
group said in a statement.

North Kordofan has seen a
surge in drone strikes amid

repeated international con-
cerns about the RSF closing
in on the strategic city of el-
Obeid, which is home to the
army’s 5th Infantry Division.

Drone strikes on the city
have destroyed civilian infra-
structure, including power
facilities and neighbour-
hoods, and targeted bridges
and key supply routes,
according to the UN.

The war in Sudan, which
started in April 2023
after long-simmering ten-
sions between the army
and the RSF, has killed at
least 59,000 people, dis-
placed some 13 million and
pushed many parts of the
country into famine. More
than 30 million people
are in need of humanitari-

Jaishankar meets Kuwaitl crown Prince to boost ties

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Kuwait City

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on Wednesday met Kuwait’s Crown
Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah and the two leaders dis-
cussed ways to enhance the bilat-
eral cooperation in various fields as
well as developments in West Asia.

In a social media post, Jaishankar
said he conveyed the greetings of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the

Crown Prince.

“Deeply appreciate his commit-
ment to take forward our
bilateral cooperation. Thank him
for his sharing of perspectives on
developments in the Gulf,” the

minister said.

In a post on X, the Kuwaiti Foreign
Ministry said that the two leaders
discussed historical ties between the
two countries and ways to enhance
bilateral cooperation in various
fields. Jaishankar also met his

54 terrorists, 38 security personnel
Killed in Balochistan over four days

fields, it added.

Kuwaiti counterpart Sheikh Jarrah
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and
reviewed bilateral ties. They dis-
cussed ways to strengthen and
develop cooperation in various

The two sides also discussed the
latest regional and international
developments, it added.

The Kuwaiti foreign minister also
hosted a luncheon in honour of
Jaishankar and the accompanying

delegation. Jaishankar arrived in

Kuwait on Tuesday and was
received at the airport by Deputy
Foreign Minister Hamad Suleiman
Mashaan Al- Mashaan.

The minister is on a visit cover-

ing Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait and

the US-Iran conflict.

SAJJAD HUSSAIN M Islamabad/Karachi

At least 54 terrorists, 38 security person-
nel and four civilians were killed during the
last four days in various incidents in the
restive Balochistan province, the ISPR said

on Wednesday.

The trouble began on the night of July
4 and 5 when Fitna al Khawarij terrorists
attacked the innocent local populationin
Hanna Urak, Director General Lt Gen
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry of the Inter-

Services Public Relations (ISPR), military’s
media wing, told a press conference at

Rawalpindi.

The state uses the term Fitna al-Khawarij
to refer to the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) and its affiliates.

Four civilians were killed and six injured
during that incident, he said. In the second
incident, terrorists late Monday night
carried out a multi-directional attack on a
police check post, set up to guard a

Pumping Station in Mangi Dam in Ziarat
district, in which nine policemen, includ-
ing two station house officers (SHOs),
were killed. At least 15 terrorists were killed
in a retaliatory clearance operation follow-
ing the attack, the ISPR DG said.

Several police officials were taken as
hostages, making the subsequent operation
by paramilitary Frontier Corps, army person-
nel and other law enforcement agencies
(LEAs) complicated, he said.

Oman from July 5 to 10. The Gulf
visit comes against the backdrop of
fast-evolving political dynamics in
West Asia following the signing of
an agreement aimed at ending

Khaled Al-Sabah

(PTI)

Union External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meets Kuwait's Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-

Indian envoy meets
President of CPIFA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Beijing

Indian Ambassador Vikram
Doraiswami on Wednesday
met Wu Ken, President of
the Chinese People’s
Institute of Foreign Affairs
(CPIFA), which focuses on
China’s exchanges with the
international community.

Ambassador Doraiswami
“expressed his apprecia-
tion for CPIFA’s contribu-
tions to promoting people-
to-people exchanges,
including through Track Il
and Track 1.5 dialogues,”
the Indian Embassy here
said in a post on X.

CPIFA is one of the oldest
Chinese organisations

PTI

Vikram Doraiswami

focusing on public diplo-
macy and international
exchanges to promote
friendship, mutual under-
standing, and dialogue
between China and the
international community.

an assistance. (AP)
Sri Lanka to
establish prison

in former
hospital after
riot Kills 28

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Colombo

Sri Lanka has initiated steps
to establish a new prison
complex at an abandoned
hospital near the southern
port city of Galle following a
two-day riot at the Negombo
prison that left 28 people
dead, officials said on
Wednesday.

The violence at the
Negombo prison on July 5
and 6 that killed 28 people,
including eight prison offi-
cials, was triggered by a
dispute between rival groups
of inmates over drugs.

Severe overcrowding
became a major factor that
prevented authorities from
containing the clashes, offi-
cials said.

The death toll rose from 27
to 28 on Wednesday.The
prison at Negombo - a
coastal city about 35-odd
kilometres north of Colombo
- housed around 2,400
inmates at the time of the riot
against its sanctioned capac-
ity of 700, the prisoners’
rights organisation said.

Ebola front-line workers in Congo strike over unpaid wages as outbreak spreads

PROSPER HERI NGORORA
M Bunia

The healthcare workers at
the epicentre of Congo’s
Ebola outbreak are walking
off their jobs to protest
delays in their payments,
threatening efforts to slow
the outbreak that officials
said continues to spread
faster than the response.

In Ituri province, the
hardest hitamong the three
provinces in eastern Congo
affected by the outbreak,
some of the health profes-
sionals and other front-line
workers said that they’ve not
been paid their wages and
bonuses since the outbreak
was declared on May 15.

They also alleged they were
working with limited gear,
and were being treated
unfairly by authorities as
well as response teams.
“Since the Ebola virus
disease outbreak was

declared, we’ve been
demanding payment for our
work,” Dr Biensi Kano, a
member of the epidemiolog-
ical surveillance committee
in Ituri’s capital, Bunia, told
The Associated Press.

The latest Government
data shows 1,708 recorded
cases, including 580 deaths,
and that the first month of
this Ebola outbreak was
already the worst on record,
health authorities said. The
strike comes at the start of
enrollment for clinical trials
for the treatment of the
Bundibugyo virus that is
responsible for this outbreak.

The World Health
Organisation representative
in Congo, Dr Anne Ancia,
said Tuesday that the virus
continues to spread, fuelled
by population movements
and insecurity, while some
treatment centres are at
near-full capacity. The non-
payment of benefits “exposes

us and our families to signif-
icant socio-economic diffi-
culties and seriously under-
mines our living conditions,”
said Kano. In an official
notice to national and provin-
cial authorities over the
weekend, front-line workers
in Ituri threatened to strike if
the wages were not paid in 24
hours. By Tuesday, some had
already stopped working
although no official strike
has been declared.

The aggrieved front-line
workers also include safety
and security teams, those
that often embark on com-
munity outreach as well as
those burying patients who
died from Ebola.

Congo’s Government did

notimmediately respond to
arequest for comment about
the situation. Officials in Ituri,
however, said they've met
with the workers and their
concerns are being
addressed “The fact that
Bunia airport is closed is
hampering the very imple-
mentation of the response,
particularly certain aspects of
the flow of funds. This is
one of the reasons that may
account for the delay in
payment,” Akilimali Pierre,
incident manager at Congo’s
National Institute of Public
Health, told The Associated
Press. Some of the workers
organised a protest Monday
outside the Rwampara Ebola
treatment centre. (AP)
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Trump slams NATO for rejecting Greenland claim

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Ankara

President Donald Trump said
Wednesday that the US will
give a license for its Patriot
air defence systems to be
made overseas for Ukraine to
counter Russian missile
attacks, a huge coup for
Ukraine which has badly
needed the technology in the
war now in its fifth year.
Trump made the
announcement as he met
Wednesday with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy at the NATO

him as having “done a
amazing job” and “been very
effective” in the war.

“We'll give them the right
to make Patriots. We’ll show
them how to do it,” Trump
said. Zelenskyy has long

>R . a NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, President Donald Trump and Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer during a
summit in Turkiye, praising  group photo of NATO heads of State and Government at the NATO summit in Ankara, Turkey
n

sought more of the defence
systems, which are expen-
sive, in high demand and
take a long time to manufac-
ture. He has been pressing
for Ukraine to be granted a

license to manufacture the
technology. Denmark’s
Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen on Wednesday
rejected President Donald
Trump’s renewed demands

that the US should take
control of Greenland from
NATO ally Denmark, saying
that “Greenland is of course
not for sale.”

“We hope that all, includ-

ing all allies, will respect the
Greenland people’s right for
self-determination,”
Frederiksen said ahead of a
meeting of the leaders of
NATO member countries in
Turkiye. “We are sovereign
States and we need every-
body to respect our territo-
rial integrity and our sover-
eignty.” Trump reopened old
wounds over Greenland on
the eve of the meeting by
insisting that the United
States should control the
semiautonomous island.
NATO is founded on the
principle that its 32 members
will defend each others’ ter-
ritory, not threaten to seize it.
Frederiksen said Denmark
is “ready to defend every
inch of NATO including our
own territory” in the event of
an attack, and would rely on

NATO allies to honor their
commitment to defend each
other. Iceland’s Prime
Minister, Kristrun Frostadottir,
said Greenland “belongs to
the people of Greenland,”
and called for unity among
the NATO allies in the face of
external dangers.

“We have threats coming
from outside the alliance,”
Frostadottir said. “Russia is
their biggest threat when it
comes to these NATO allies.
We need to focus on us and
how we stick together.”

NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutte said from Ankara
on Wednesday that he
believes the United States is
fully committed to the mili-
tary organization, and
praised Trump for taking
forceful action against Iran
overnight.

PM Modi lands in Australia on second leg of foreign visit

UN urges west
to engage
Afghanistan to
avoid instability

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Athens

It is crucial for Western
nations to engage with
Afghanistan to prevent the
country from sliding back
into instability that could
have repercussions far
beyond its borders, two top
United Nations officials said.
“The lesson of (the) recent
past is that ignoring
Afghanistan is not a good
thing to do,” the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, Barham Salih,
told The Associated Press in
an interview Tuesday along-
side the head of the United
Nations Development
Program, Alexander De Croo,
during a joint visit to the
country. Although many chal-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ® Melbourne

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday arrived in Australia on
the second leg of his three-nation
tour during which he will hold talks
with his Australian counterpart
Anthony Albanese and interact with
the Indian diaspora.

“Landed in Melbourne, Australia.
This visit will add vigour to the
India-Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership,” Modi said in
a post on X soon after his arrival.

Modi, who was warmly received at
the airport by senior officials of the
Australian Government and was
accorded a ceremonial guard of
honour, said he was looking forward
to his talks with his Australian coun-
terpart. “I will also have the oppor-
tunity to interact with the Indian dias-
pora, which is an important pillar of
our partnership,” he said.

During his visit, PM Modi will co-
chair the 3rd Annual Summit with PM
Albanese and engage with various

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed by members of the Indian community on his

arrival in Melbourne, Australia

PTI

stakeholders to further deepen the
India-Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership across all
sectors of mutual interest, the
Ministry of External Affairs spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said.

Upon his arrival at the hotel in

Melbourne, PM Modi received a
rousing welcome from the Indian
community members, with chants of
“Modi-Modi”’ and “Vande Mataram”.

“The weather in Melbourne may
be cold but the warmth of the
welcome from the Indian communi-

ty was truly unforgettable. Their
affection and unwavering bond with
India continue to be a source of
immense joy and pride,” he said in
another post on X.

He witnessed performances,
including a special fusion between
the Australian didgeridoo, an ancient
wind instrument developed by
indigenous Australians, and the
Indian tabla, a 10-piece symphony
orchestra presentation of ‘Maa Tujhe
Salaam’ and a Kathak performance.

“Witnessed a truly exceptional
musical performance featuring
Australia’s ancient Didgeridoo and
India’s Tabla. The harmony between
these two timeless instruments
beautifully reflected the deep cultur-
al connect between our two
nations,” Modi said. He praised Ron
Murray and Sam Evans for their ded-
ication to preserving and celebrating
musical traditions. Modi said the
Australian-India Orchestra’s soulful
presentation of ‘Maa Tujhe Salaan’
was wonderful.

lenges and difficulties remain,
“it’s wiser to engage, to
support and promote the
right type of policies to
making sure that Afghanistan
remains safe and secure,”
Salih said, speaking via video
link. “Without it, I think we
may well risk instability, with
all the implications of that
instability,” whether that is
drugs, extremism, criminal
activity or the movement of
refugees, he said.

KEN MORITSUGU M Beijing

China allocated millions of
dollars in additional relief
funding for disaster-hit areas
Wednesday after severe
storms destroyed homes
and displaced thousands of
people and a landslide killed
21 forestry workers.

The central Government
allocated 50 million yuan
($7.4 million) to restore roads,
schools and other facilities in
central China’s Hubei
province and another 20
million yuan to help rebuild
homes and resettle residents
there, State media said.
Eleven people died and hun-
dreds were injured Monday

night in violent thunder-
storms and rare tornadoes.

The Government also allo-
cated 30 million yuan ($ 4.4
million) to Gansu province,
where the landslide buried
the forestry workers. The
money came on top of 100
million yuan ($14.7 million)

allocated earlier for schools,
hospitals, transport and
other infrastructure in
southern China’s Guangxi
region, where severe flood-
ing inundated cities and
stranded residents after
heavier-than-expected rain-
fall from a tropical storm.

Lu Xiaofei, who works in
Shenzhen, a tech hub near
Hong Kong, said her
brother’s family was stuck at
his house in Lu village in
Qintang district. His brother
was with his wife, his 9-
month-old baby, their
parents and grandfather.

“The water in the house
is over one person’s height.
They have to all move to the
second floor. The power has
been out since yesterday
morning, and now they
don’t have running water,
either,” Lu told The
Associated Press in a phone
interview.

Lu said her brother told
her that the water level rose

China allocates millions in new disaster relief after storms, landslide

last night and their situation
was so dire that drinkable
water would be running
out soon, and local author-
ities had notreached out to
them. Many villagers nearby
were facing the same chal-
lenges, she said.

Others called for help on
social media, showing
videos of their flooded sur-
roundings and highlighting
their lack of resources.

Reservoirs were breached
or burst after Tropical
Storm Maysak hit Guangxi,
sending torrents of water
into towns and cities. Six
people were reported dead
and about 1,30,000 have
been evacuated. (AP)

Court toruleon final challenge
toT&T’'s gay sex ban in UK

DANICA COTO M San Juan

A nearly 10-year battle for gay
rights in Trinidad and Tobago
could end Wednesday at a final
appeals court in England.
Supreme Court judges in
London will hold a hearing on
a landmark human rights case
that could decriminalise gay
sex in the eastern Caribbean
nation, potentially setting a
precedent for the largely
conservative Caribbean region.
The case was filed in February
2017 by Jason Jones, who
argues that so-called "buggery”
laws in the twin-island nation
that date from the colonial era
and prohibit gay sex are
unconstitutional. Those found
guilty could receive up to five
years in prison. Opposing
Jones are Trinidad and
Tobago's Government, backed
by the country's Council of
Evangelical Churches and its
largest Hindu organisation,
Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha.

The case has wound its way
through several courts. In April
2018, Trinidad’s High Court
found the laws
unconstitutional, but a local
appeals court partially reversed
that ruling in March 2025. In
July of that year, Trinidad's
Court of Appeals allowed Jones
to seek a ruling from the final
court of appeals in England.
Now, the case is before the
Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, and activists across the
Caribbean are closely watching
the outcome. In 1991, the
Bahamas decriminalised
homosexuality, while the UK
Government repealed such laws
in 2001 in Anguilla, the British
Virgin Islands, the Cayman
Islands, Montserrat and the
Turks and Caicos Islands.
Recently, judges have struck
down similar laws in Barbados,
Dominica, St Lucia and Antigua
and Barbuda. Gay sex, however,
remains a crime in Grenada,
Jamaica, Trinidad. (AP)

Bus collison with truck leaves
14 dead in northern Uganda

ASSOCIATED PRESS
W Kampala

At least 14 people have died
and 28 others were injured
after a bus collided with a
truck in a remote area of
northern Uganda, police said
on Wednesday. The incident
happened late on Tuesday at a
trading centre along the
highway to the northern city
of Gulu, according to a police
statement. "Preliminary

reports indicate that the driver
of the bus, who was allegedly
speeding, attempted to avoid
a pedestrian crossing the road,
lost control of the vehicle and
collided head-on with the
oncoming trailer,” the police
statement said.Fatal road
crashes are common in
Uganda and elsewhere in

East Africa, where roads are
often narrow. Police usually
blame such accidents on
speeding drivers.

Pakistan teams locates wreckage of missing plane in Arabian Sea

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Karachi

Pakistani search and rescue
teams on Wednesday
located and identified the
wreckage of a private cargo
aircraft that went missing
with five crew members on
board a day earlier, officials
said.

The Pakistan Navy and the
Pakistan Maritime Security
Agency (PMSA) have success-
fully located and identified
the wreckage of K2 Airways
Cargo B737, which was
declared missing last night,
the Pakistan Airports
Authority (PAA) said in a post
on X. The wreckage was

Representative Photo

recovered from 53 NM South members.

of ORMARA, it said, adding
that efforts are underway to

The Boeing 737 cargo air-
craft, operated by Karachi-

find the missing crew based private airline K2
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Funeral procession begins in Najaf for Iran’s late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA M Najaf

Funeral processions for Iran’s
late Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei began on
Wednesday in the Iraqi city of
Najaf with thousands of
mourners present.

The Islamic Republic’s days-
long funeral for Khamenei began
Saturday, with authorities shut-
ting down streets, airspace and
daily life in Tehran as mourners
commemorate the life of the
man who led Iran for decades
with an iron fist while con-
fronting the West.

His body will later be taken
from Najaf to the city of Karbala
before returning to Iran.

Khamenei was killed in late
February in wide-scale US and
Israeli strikes on Iran. He was
among several senior Iranian
leaders killed in strikes during the
war. He was 86. Talks between

Airways, vanished from radar
on Tuesday night afterit was
seen descending rapidly and
making a sudden change in
direction during the flight. The
PAA earlier said that contact
with the aircraft was lost at
09:21 pm (local time) on
Tuesday, about 300 kilome-
tres west of Karachi. The air-
craft went missing while
flying reportedly at an altitude
of 34,000 feet. The aircraft
was carrying five crew
members — Captain
Muhammad Rizwan Idris,
First Officer Faisal Mahmood,
Loadmaster Muhammad
Taufiq Khan, Engineer Arif
Siddiqui and Engineer
Muhammad Hamid.

The aircraft reportedly had
remained in Sharjah for
about 10 days after develop-
ing a technical fault. The
PAA earlier said that the
cargo flight reported a nav-
igational system issue at
09.18 pm (local time) on
Tuesday and was promptly
guided by Karachi Area
Control Centre (ACC).

“However, at 09.22
pm (local time), the air-
craft was observed on radar
rapidly descending with a
rapid heading change.

Subsequently, radar
contact and communica-
tion were lost approximate-
ly 155 NM west of Karachi,”
it said.

Consul General of India in New York, Binaya Pradhan visiting INS Sudarshini in New York PTI

Mourners carry the coffin of the late Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei during funeral prayers held as part of the
dayslong funeral ceremonies at the Holy Jamkaran Mosque in Qom, Iran

PTI

the United States and Iran appear
to be on hold until after
the burial.

However, strikes from both
sides in the Persian Gulf Tuesday
and into Wednesday raised risks
that the interim agreement to end
the monthslong war that
engulfed the Mideast could
break down.

The US military attacked Iran
early Wednesday after it said
Tehran struck three shipsin the
Strait of Hormuz, before Iran
launched retaliatory strikes on
Kuwait and Bahrain.

Khamenei’s body arrived
Tuesday in Najaf, considered
one of the holiest of cities for mil-
lions of Shiite Muslims world-
wide. Mourners holding por-
traits of the late supreme leader
welcomed the body and
senior officials escorting it,
including Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian and Foreign

Minister Abbas Araghchi.

The body was placed in a casket
draped in the Islamic Republic’s
flag and encased in glass.

Some supporters performed
self-flagellation on the streets,
while others waved Iranian as
well as red and black flags sym-
bolising mourning and revenge.

Muhammad Taqi al-Hakim, a
senior scholar at the Najaf sem-
inary, led the funeral prayers at
the Shrine of Imam Ali, the
Prophet Muhammad’s cousin
and son-in-law.

As the coffin was carried into
the shrine, large crowds of
mourners pushed and shoved
their way to get close to it.

Some threw themselves onto
the casket, as the al-Hakim
struggled to control the crowd,
urging the pallbearers to carry
it closer to the ground for fear
it might fall.

“We, the people of Iraq, will

remain a thorn in the eyes of the
enemies,” said Jaafar Jawad, a
funeral attendee. “(His body
arriving here) is the greatest
possible honour, and God
willing, we will be loyal and
repay a little of his debt in the
holy city of Najaf.”

The body is expected to arrive
later Wednesday in Karbala, a
holy city for Shiite Muslims
where the Imam Hussein, the
grandson of the prophet, was
killed in 680 AD. Abdul Mahdi al-
Karbalaei, a representative of
Iraq’s top Shiite religious author-
ity, will lead the prayers at the
Imam Hussein Shrine.

Iran’s new supreme leader,
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei,
has yet to make an appearance in
the funeral ceremonies, which are
unfolding over several days.

He is believed to be in hiding
after reportedly being wounded in
the airstrike that killed his father.
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MAJ GEN ANURAG VIJ VISITS
EKTA CAMP AT NARANGI TRANSIT
FACILITY AT GUWAHATI

Maj Gen Anurag Vij, ADG, NER visited the Ekta Camp at
Narangi Transit facility at Guwahati.

The General officer witness

ed an enthralling cultural

program presented by Imphal Gp and Guwahati Gp cadets.
ADG addressed the cadets and urged them to utilises the
opportunity given by NCC to set aside their differences and
enable the current generation of young minds to join the
mainstream of India and be a part of progressive nation that
we are. The General also interacted with the cadets in the
camp area. The concept of Ekta Camp was envisaged to bring

together different ethnic citie

sense of national unity, discipline can be inculcated.

s of State of Manipur. So thata
(PNS)

India’s ethanol programme

becomes more

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

India’s Ethanol Blended
Petrol (EBP) Programme con-
tinues to strengthen with a
more diversified and
resilient feedstock basket,
according to the latest
ethanol supply data released
by the All India Distillers’
Association (AIDA). The
ongoing Ethanol Supply Year
(ESY) 2025-26 reflects the
growing maturity of India’s
biofuel ecosystem, with
grain-based feedstocks con-
tinuing to dominate ethanol
production while ensuring
greater supply stability
through a balanced mix of
raw materials.

As of June 2026, cumula-
tive ethanol supplies have
reached 717 crore litres
against contracted volumes
of 1,048 crore litres, repre-
senting an overall supply
achievement of 68% during
the ongoing supply year.

The latest data reveals
that grain-based ethanol
accounts for nearly 67% of
total ethanol supplied (480
crore litres), while sugar-
cane-based feedstocks con-
tribute 238 crore litres (33%),
reaffirming the strategic role
ofgrain in sustaining India’s
ethanol blending pro-
gramme. While maize con-
tinues to be India’s single
largest feedstock with 258
crore litres of ethanol sup-

resilient: AIDA

plied, latest supply pattern
reflects an increasingly diver-
sified feedstock ecosystem.
Ethanol produced from
Surplus FCI grains has
reached 177 crore litres,
while Sugarcane Juice (SCJ)
has contributed 144 crore
litres, B-Heavy Molasses 82
crore litres, and Damaged
Food Grains 45 crore litres.
The balanced contribution
from multiple feedstocks
has significantly strength-
ened supply resilience,
reduced dependence on any
single agricultural crop and
enabled ethanol availability.
Vijendra Singh, President,
AIDA said: “The latest
ethanol supply data demon-
strates that India’s biofuel
programme has evolved
into a robust and resilient
ecosystem driven by diver-
sified feedstocks. While
maize continues to be the
largest contributor, the
increasing participation of
surplus food grains and sug-
arcane-based feedstocks
reflects the strength of a
balanced supply chain.”
Bharati Balaji, Deputy
Director General, AIDA
added “India’s ethanol pro-
gramme is now transition-
ing from a capacity-building
to resilience-building phase.
The supply pattern reflects
success of policy interven-
tions that have encouraged
multiple feedstocks to par-
ticipate in programme.”

Missing ingredient in corporate success: Spirituality

petence may earn a promotion, but
character determines whether lead-

RAJIV K

ership endures.

History is full of examples of bril-
liant executives whose careers col-

lapsed because success outpaced

wisdom. We have also seen leaders

Walk into the boardroom of any suc-
cessful company and you will find
discussions about strategy, market
share, artificial intelligence, growth
targets, and shareholder value.
These conversations are essential.
Yet there is another ingredient that
rarely appears on the agenda but
often determines whether success

is sustainable: spirituality.

The word “spirituality” makes
many executives uncomfortable.
Itis frequently mistaken for religion
or a retreat from ambition. It is
neither. Spirituality is about cultivat-
ing self-awareness, integrity,
purpose, and the ability to remain
centered amid uncertainty. Far
from weakening ambition, it gives

ambition direction.

The corporate world rewards
intelligence, resilience, and execu-
tion. But today’s business environ-
ment also demands emotional
maturity. Leaders are expected to
navigate disruption, inspire diverse
teams, make ethical decisions under
pressure, and create cultures where
innovation thrives. Technical com-

inner compass.

who, despite enormous pressure,
retained humility, treated people
with respect, and earned trust
across organizations. The differ-
ence was not simply experience or
education. It was the presence of an

Spirituality provides that
compass. A spiritually grounded
leader is not free from stress; rather,
they respond to stress differently.
Instead of reacting impulsively,
they pause. Instead of allowing
ego to dominate decisions, they
listen. Instead of viewing colleagues
as competitors, they recognize
them as partners in a shared
mission. These shifts may appear
subtle, but over time they pro-
foundly influence organizational
culture. Perhaps the greatest mis-
conception is that compassion and
competitiveness cannot coexist. In
reality, the strongest organizations
often demonstrate both. Companies
that foster trust, fairness, and
respect consistently attract better
talent, inspire greater loyalty, and
encourage more creative thinking.
Ethical leadership is not merely a

lasting impact.

moral aspiration—it is a strategic
advantage. Spirituality also changes
the definition of
Promotions, bonuses, and recogni-
tion remain meaningful, but they
cease to become the sole measure
of achievement. The more enduring
questions become: Did I build trust?
Did I develop people? Did I leave my
organization stronger than I found
it? Did my decisions create value
beyond quarterly numbers?

This broader perspective does not
reduce performance; it elevates it.
Leaders who operate from purpose
rather than ego often make better
long-term decisions because they
are less distracted by short-term
applause and more committed to

The modern workplace is also

success.

confronting an epidemic of burnout.
Many professionals are climbing the
corporate ladder only to discover
that the ladder is leaning against the
wrong wall. They have accumulat- As
ed impressive résumés but neglect-
ed their inner lives.

Meditation, reflection, gratitude,
and moments of silence are not lux-
uries reserved for weekends or
retreats. They are practical disci-
plines that sharpen judgment,
improve emotional regulation, and
strengthen resilience.

None of this requires abandon-
ing ambition. On the contrary,
ambition becomes healthier when
guided by values. One can negoti-
ate fiercely without sacrificing fair-
ness, compete vigorously without
losing compassion, and pursue

excellence without becoming con-
sumed by ego.

The leaders who will define the
coming decade are unlikely to be
remembered solely for the size of
their balance sheets or the speed
of their growth. They will be
remembered for the cultures they

built,

the lives they influenced,

and the integrity with which they
exercised power.

In the end, the corporate ladder
is only a means, not an end. The true
measure of success is not how
high we climb but who we become
in the process. Titles may open

doors, wealth may create opportu-
nities,
attention. Character, however, earns
respect that outlasts any position.

and influence may command

businesses navigate an

increasingly complex world,
perhaps the next great competi-
tive advantage will not come
from another technological break-
through or management frame-
work. It may come from leaders
who combine strategic excellence
with spiritual depth—leaders who
understand that lasting success is
achieved not by choosing
between performance and
purpose, but by allowing each to
strengthen the other.

The writer is a thought leader and business

evangelist

Amit Shah orders swift completion of immigration
checkpoints at Jewar and Agartala airports

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday directed
that authorised immigration
checkpoints at the Jewar
airport in Noida and the
Agartala airport be made
operational at the earliest.

Reviewing passenger facil-
ities, security arrangements,
and the immigration system
at major airports with Union
Minister of Civil Aviation Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu, Shah
directed that 21 under-devel-
opment airports and the
remaining 41 airports be pri-
oritised for development
based on passenger traffic, in
accordance with the security
standards prescribed by the
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS). Shah instruct-
ed that all 62 airports should
be fully operational within
two years, aiming to enhance
passenger convenience while
ensuring that commercial
areas comply with established
norms.

He stated that Foreigners

DAILY SUDOKU

HOW TO SOLVE IT

Sudoku is a logic

puzzle where you fill

a9x9 grid so that
numbers 1 to 9

Regional Registration Office
(FRRO) offices should be made
operational at the headquar-
ters of all States by 2027. “He
also directed that the autho-
rised immigration checkpoints
atAgartala and Jewar airports
be made operational at the
earliest,” the government said
in a statement. To promote
the Fast Track Immigration-
Trusted Travellers’ Programme
(FTI-TTP), Shah suggested
establishing a mechanism in
coordination with airlines to
send WhatsApp messages to
passengers when booking
international tickets, encour-
aging them to register for
FTI-TTP.

Shah called for the phased
installation of the Automated

SOLUTION (8.7.26)

X-ray Tray Return System
(ATRS) at all airports nation-
wide to reduce human
resource costs and establish
appropriate standards for this
system.

The meeting was attended
by the Union Home Secretary,
Director of the Intelligence
Bureau, Secretary of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Director General of Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF),
Chairman of Airports Authority
of India and several other
senior officers of the Ministry
of Home Affairs and Ministry
of Civil Aviation, the state-
ment said. Shah directed the
development of a compre-
hensive framework that con-
siders the interdependence of
entry lanes, check-in counters,
security screening lanes, and
immigration counters at air-
ports to prevent disruptions in
passenger flow at any touch-
point. He mentioned that a
coordinated plan has been
created for each touch-point
atairports to ensure the seam-
less movement of
passengers.

The Union minister also
directed the Ministry of Civil
Aviation to lay down norms
for the number of aerobridges
at all airports based on pas-
senger traffic and air traffic, the
statement said.

He highlighted that the
baggage drop facility, cur-
rently available at 16 major air-
ports, should be extended to
other international airports
with high passenger traffic as
well. Shah emphasised the
importance of maintaining
the educational qualifications
required for personnel of the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) assigned to X-ray
screening duties, stating that
only officers and personnel
meeting these educational
criteria should be tasked with
these responsibilities. The
home minister said that the
Civil Aviation Ministry and the
Central Industrial Security
Force should independently
commission separate third-
party studies during peak
season to assess and reduce
passenger delays at all touch-
points across major airports.

ACA announces players’
pool for inaugural Assam
Premier League Auction

TONY DAS
M Guwahati

Assam Cricket Association
(ACA) has officially
announced the players’
pool for the inaugural
edition of the Assam
Premier League (APL).

A total of 275 players has
been shortlisted for the
auction from among the
registered players who
expressed their interest in
participating in the league.
The shortlisted players will
now go under the hammer
in the APL Player Auction.

The APL Player Auction is

scheduled to be held on
19th July, 2026, at the ACA
Stadium, Guwahati, where
the participating franchis-
es will select players to
form their respective
squads for the inaugural
season of the league.

The League will serve as
a premier platform for
showcasing cricketing
talent and will also play a
significant role in the iden-
tification and selection of
players for the forthcoming
BCCI domestic season.

Further details will be
communicated in due
course.

32 critically ill from Satna receive
<75.78 lakh from PM’s relief fund

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Reflecting Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
commitment to ensuring that no citizen is
denied medical treatment due to financial
constraints, a total financial assistance of

Several trains
rescheduled between
Patli yard and
Sultanpur Kaliawas

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Due to power and traffic block
for shifting of cross over point
no. 62aand 62b in connection
with Phase 1-B work i.e. con-

appear once in every
row, column, and 3x3
box, using elimination
and logical deduction-
no maths involved.
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SOLUTION (8.7.26)
ACROSS the sponge
9, For-E-bear 27, A-s-well
10,R-0-e 29, Tos-h (rev)
11, Imp-0-Rt 30, As-C-ends
12, Un-fair 33, Together
13, So-me-one 35, For-getting
14, D-ove(r) 36, No-L-a (rev)
15, Carried out 37, E-X-perts
17, Beetr-00-t 38, Letter
18, Convert 40, Settle
19, Draw (rev) 41, Eye (1)

21, Ac-Cu-se
24, Throws in

42, Mi-shear-d

i DOWN
1, Round-about

i 22, Content

ACROSS

1 On paper, a try (5)

6 She shows there’s nothing very soft in
Paisley’s exterior (5)

9 Name or part of the number on a
passenger vehicle (7)

10 One’s personal box of vital possessions
11 In public transport, they are not
unparalleled (5)

12 A penetrating product long handled (5)
13 Poetry the boy sent astray (7)

15 He robs tyrants of lots of money (3)
17 Scheme to keep the allotment holder
busy (4)

18 A strong, firm fellow (6)

19 Food painfully taken? (5)

20 Getting back in less than a day is
tiresome! (6)

22 To cheat some people is a bad thing to
do (4)

24 He likes a drink, so starts tippling (3)
25 Generous politician? (7)

26 Great enthusiasm of a chap for a piano
piece (5)

27 Good man, though he made a bad start
in wrecking a boat (5)

28 Figure the general’'s about surrendered!
29 Being quite elderly, they've left school
30 Thin and weak, yet growing strong? (5)
31 My tea cannot possibly be vegetarian!

DOWN

2 Instructive group of artists? (6)

3 Away somewhere, like a sailor mending
nets (6)

4 still the old-fashioned shirt style (3)

5 Discontinue operations on the street (5)
6 When held up, it keeps airborne troops

23, Gift on the cool side (7)

wrapped

2, Beta 25, Well-heeled | 7 IS he honoured for his warm heart? (4)
3, Hear h 26, End in t :
2 Prasson 35 show over. | 8 Dusty substance found in bloomers (6)
5, Demo bowler 31, Seed-less 12 Just a yarn, so try to edit it (5)
6, Aide de camp 32, P-resume 3 A
7, Spid-er (rev) 34, Ex-acts 13 Colorado beetle’s favourite veg (5)
8, P-Revious 35, Force . .
© 10, Remit (rev) 39, T-les (rev) 14 Saw up a piece of music! (5)

16, Reverse

15 Out East, knotted cord used for
20, Rates

furnishings, etc. (5)

16 The way a swimmer is often termed
“cold” (5)

18 Her insurance liability is much reduced
(5)

19 Some atlases are grey covered, very
largely (7)

21 Money around which troubles are
centred? (6)

22 Think up a way for Sid and Eve to get
together (6)

23 Father torn from mother, maybe (6)

25 Such dancers bend over backwards to
succeed (5)

26 The way one feels about a low number?
28 Jim's sound place of exercise (3)

%75.78 lakh has been sanctioned from the
Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund for the
treatment of 32 critically ill patients from
the Satna Parliamentary Constituency.
The assistance was approved across
various cases between December 9, 2024
and June 9, 2026.

Expressing gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Satna Member of Parliament
Ganesh Singh said that the Prime Minister’s
vision of “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas, Sabka Prayas” is not merely a
slogan but a commitment that brings hope
and relief to poor, distressed and vulnera-
ble families. He noted that through the Prime
Minister’s National Relief Fund, the Central
Government has provided timely financial
support to families battling life-threatening
illnesses, setting example of compassionate
and people-centric governance.

MP Ganesh Singh stated that under Prime
Minister Modi’s leadership, governance
today is focused not only on designing
welfare schemes but also on ensuring that
their benefits effectively reach the last
person in the queue. He described PMNRF
as a powerful manifestation of this humane

approach, providing economically weaker
families with both financial support and
hope during medical emergencies.

Among the 32 beneficiaries, 20 are men
and 12 are women. Nearly 72 per cent of the
patients were suffering from cancer, while
financial assistance was also sanctioned for
patients requiring renal transplants, bone
marrow transplants, treatment for aplastic
anaemia, cochlear implants, thalassemia
major, and other critical medical procedures.

MP Ganesh Singh reiterated that, under
the guidance of PM Modi, he remains com-
mitted to ensuring that every eligible and
needy citizen in the Satna Parliamentary
Constituency receives the benefits of Central
Govern ment’s welfare initiatives. He
appealed to residents to approach the
MP’s office in cases of serious illness and
avail themselves of assistance under PM’s
National Relief Fund.

nection of Patli yard to
Sultanpur Kaliawas station
several train will be resched-
uled, Northern Railway said in
a press release.

Train no. 19609 - Udaipur
City - Yog Nagari Rishikesh |CO
July 11, 2026 will be resched-
uled for 14.45 hrs. ex Udaipur
City (i.e. 60” late).

DN loop line will remain
suspended after the block of
11/12.07.2026 and will be
restored after the block of
12/13.07.2026. Stoppage of all
down trains (08 trains) at
PATLI will be skipped. List of
trains stoppage skip at PATLI
are Train no 74004 Rewari jn.
- Delhi jn, Train no 14727 Shri
Ganganagar - Tilak Bridge,
Train no 54414 Rewari jn. -
Delhijn, Train no 54310 Hisar
- Delhi |n, Train non 14029 Shri
Ganganagar - Delhi |n and
Train no 54411 Rewari jn. -
Meerut Cant.

Punjab & Sind Bank gets approval to
set up IFSC banking unit at GIFT City

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

State-owned Punjab & Sind Bank on
Wednesday said it has received the
licence from the International Financial
Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) to
establish an IFSC Banking Unit (IBU) at
GIFT City, Gandhinagar.

This marks a step in the bank’s
journey towards expanding its interna-
tional banking presence and offering

world-class offshore banking services,
Punjab & Sind Bank said in a statement.

The IBU will cater to the financing
needs of corporate, financial institu-
tions, importers and global investors
through a range of foreign currency
banking, trade finance, and other inter-
national financial services, it said.

The bank remains committed to sup-
porting the Government of India’s
vision of developing GIFT IFSC into a
leading global financial centre while
strengthening its international business
capabilities, it said.
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Naomi Osaka laments sore
feet and getting old

Sure, Naomi Osaka is a four-time Grand Slam champion who
also impresses with her fashionable outfits. On Tuesday, she
sounded like the rest of us. The plantar fasciitis was acting
up. She’s working too much. “I'm just getting old,” Osaka
said. The 28-year-old Osaka's Wimbledon run and fashion
show ended in a 7-6(4) 6-4 loss to Karolina Muchova in the
quarterfinals of the grass-court Grand Slam.

Osaka, a former No. 1 player, had ousted top-ranked Aryna
Sabalenka in the fourth round — with arguably some of her
best tennis since returning from maternity leave — but couldn't
find her rhythm Tuesday against her Czech opponent. “It's hard
because | played so well in my last match, then today | just feel
like I didn't play well at all and I didn't have any energy,” said
Osaka, who despite the loss still had her best result at the All
England Club by reaching the quarterfinals. “I could feel it
coming because I've played way more matches than | usually
do before a Slam,” she added. "I just wanted to try that to see
the rhythm, you know? Obviously it worked out well. But |
think I probably won't do that again. But yeah, | would say it
was like an accumulation of playing two weeks straight

without a day off." (AP)

A Cairo coffee house erupts,
then goes silent

The small coffee house in Cairo turned into a tiny stadium.
Several hundred people, mostly men and boys as young as
7, gathered around wall-mounted screens ahead of the
kickoff whistle. The scene played out across the soccer-mad
nation as Egypt faced the defending World Cup champion in
the round-of-16 fixture in Atlanta. It was a historic day for
millions of Egyptians even after their national team'’s
adventure reached its end with Tuesday’s 2-3 loss to Argentina.

EU lawmakers call for investigation into FIFA boss

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Brussels

Dozens of European lawmakers
are gathering support to launch an
investigation in the European
Parliament of FIFA boss Gianni
Infantino over his involvementin
the decision to permit US striker
Folarin Balogun to play despite an
earlier red card.

Balogun was shown a red card
during the US victory over Bosnia-
Herzegovina on July 1, which nor-
mally would make him ineligible
to play in team’s next game, but
FIFA lifted his suspension for a
match on Monday after US
President Donald Trump inter-
vened with Infantino on behalf of
the 25-year-old striker.

European Parliament lawmak-
ers Barry Andrews, Lara Wolters
and Niels Fuglsang said in a joint
statement that FIFAs decision to
“change the rule on red card sus-

pensions mid-tournament is a
disgrace and a perversion of
justice.”

“Once again, we've seen

Infantino and FIFA surrender to

the demands of the Trump admin-

istration,” the statement said.
The lawmakers are asking the

Ruben Vargas sends Switzerland
to World Cup quarterfinals

the World Cup quarterfinals, beating
Colombia 4-3 in a shootout on
Tuesday.

Switzerland will face defending
champion Argentina on Saturday at
Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City,
Missouri. Argentina defeated Egypt 3-

ANNE M PETERSON
M Vancouver (Canada)

In @ match with few
fireworks, the Swiss
were patient against the
Colombians and their
enthusiastic fans.
After a scoreless draw,
Ruben Vargas converted
the decisive penalty and
Switzerland advanced to

2 earlier in the day.

Switzerland had not reached the
quarterfinals of a World Cup since
hosting the tournament in 1954. And
the Swiss were short-handed Tuesday

In the shootout, Colombia defend-
er Davinson Sanchez’s penalty
attempt hit the crossbar and
Switzerland goalkeeper Gregor Kobel
saved an attempt by Cucho
Hernandez.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino
was among those at BC Place, where
the sellout crowd of 52,497 was over-
whelmingly clad in yellow in support
of Colombia.

“They had the crowd on their side,
so it was a tough game for us,”
Kobel said. “We know we had some
stretches of the game where we had
to defend and stay strong mentally.
Obviously we had a few players
missing so, yeah, it was a big chal-
lenge for us.”

Colombia failed to qualify for the
last World Cup in 2022. Los Cafeteros
made the quarterfinals at the 2014
tournament in Brazil, defeating
Uruguay in the round of 16 before

national football associations of
the EU countries to spur the FIFA
Ethics Committee to investigate
Infantino and whether pressure

FIFA HAS SAID THE
LIFTING OF THE
SUSPENSION WAS A
DECISION OF A
DISCIPLINARY PANEL

from the Trump administration
was a factor in the lifting of the
suspension, as well as “other
potential breaches of political
neutrality” like awarding Trump
the FIFA Peace Prize.

FIFA has said the lifting of the
suspension was a decision of a dis-
ciplinary committee.

The lawmakers said that 35
colleagues have so far signed the
letter. “The beauty of sport is
that it is based on impartial and
transparent rules. When Infantino
allows political pressure to deter-
mine who gets to play, this sense
of fairness goes out the window,”
they said.

Lionel Messi scores
his eighth goal,

takes lead in

Golden Boot race

MAURA CAREY M Atlanta

Lionel Messi let the tears flow
at the final whistle, succumb-
ing to emotion after Argentina
conjured up an incredible two-
goal comeback to beat Egypt 3-
2 on Tuesday and advance to
the World Cup quarterfinals.

Argentina’s three goals came
in the final 11 minutes of regu-
lation and injury time. Messi
played a direct hand — or foot
— in two of them.

Messi helped get Argentina
on the board in the 79th
minute, assisting on Cristian
Romero’s header. Four
minutes later, he levelled
the match at 2-2, drilling a
shot past Egypt goalkeeper
Mostafa Shobeir. A sold-out
crowd at Mercedes-Benz
Stadium, and no one was sur-
prised it was Messi who paved
the way to victory.

“It's a brutal scenario,” Ahmed Saadany, a teacher, reflected
after the game. “The journey shouldn't have ended that way."
With their own star Mohamed Salah, Egypt reached the round
of 16 by beating Australia 4-2 on penalty kicks after a 1-1 draw
in the round of 32 on Friday. The Pharaohs advanced to the
knockout stages - their first ever — after securing the second

(AP)

without young midfielder Johan
Manzambi, who was injured in train-
ing on Monday.

Vargas, who has scored two goals
in the World Cup, also left Monday’s
training early but came on in stop-
page time at the end of regulation.

losing to the host country 2-1.

“The dream was enormous,”
Colombia midfielder John Arias said.
“The country showed us that it
believed in us, that it lived every
moment with us, and I think that only
makes the pain even greater.” (AP)

“Watching Leo run the way he
does, just pushing himself further
every day — I just told him that he
deserved it. He’s our role model,
our guide — the one who helps us
at all times,” Argentina forward
Lautaro Martinez said. (AP)

place in the Group G, behind Belgium.

Djokovic outlasts Auger-Aliassime after more than

Messi leads Argentina to 3-2
comeback victory over Egypt

JAMES ROBSON M Atlanta

Lionel Messi did it yet again at this
year’s World Cup.

The Argentina great scored
another goal — his eighth of the
tournament—and led his team to
an improbable 3-2 victory over
Egypt on Tuesday despite trailing
by two with only 11 minutes of reg-
ulation time to play.

The defending champions will
next face either Switzerland in the
quarterfinals on Saturday in Kansas
City, Missouri.

Messi, who was in tears after the
final whistle, scored his record-
extending 21st goal at the World
Cup in the 83rd minute to level the
score at 2-2.

Enzo Fernandez scored the
winning goal in stoppage time to
complete one of the great World
Cup comebacks. Cristian Romero
started the rally in the 79th
minute.

“This is a phenomenal group
that never gives up,” Fernandez
said. “Four years have passed
since Qatar, and we've come to
enjoy another World Cup - and we

want to win it again. That’s what
we're aiming for.”

Argentina had trailed 2-0 on
goals from Yasser Ibrahim and
Mostafa Zico.

Messi also missed a chance in
the first half when his penalty kick
was saved by Egypt goalkeeper
Mostafa Shobeir. He later hit the
post when the score was 1-0.

Argentina is bidding to become
the first team to win back-to-back
titles since Brazil did so in 1958 and
1962. “I'm so emotional,” Argentina
coach Lionel Scaloni said. “What a
group of players, brother.” For
much of the game, it looked like it
would be a painful exit for the 39-
year-old Messi in what might be
the last of his six World Cups.

Egypt took a surprising lead in
the 15th minute when Ibrahim got
ahead of Lisandro Martinez to
meet Marwan Attia’s cross and
head the ball into the bottom
corner.

Argentina was quickly given the
chance to level the match when
Haissem Hassan tripped Nicolas
Tagliafico in the box moments
later. Referee Francois Letexier

pointed to the penalty spot and
Messi stepped up with an
expectant crowd waiting for him
to score.

Shobeir had other ideas, diving
to his left to block the shot for
Messi’s second penalty miss of the
tournament after also failing from
the spot against Austria in the
group stage.

Despite being the all-time
leading scorer at World Cups,
Messi has now missed four of
eight penalty kicks at the
tournament.

After Messi hit the post later in
the half, Shobeir pulled off another
great save to stop Julian Alvarez
from close range.

Egypt thought it had doubled its
lead in the second half when
Mostafa Zico finished off a sweep-
ing attack. But the wild celebra-
tions were cut short when a foul
earlier in the move was confirmed
onvideo review and the goal was
disallowed. That second goal for
Egypt did come in the 67th from a
similar break, and this time Zico’s
effort counted. It just wasn’t
enough. (AP)

5 hours to reach Wimbledon semifinals at age 39

ANDREW DAMPF/KEN MAGUIRE
M London

Side to side. Corner to corner.
Novak Djokovic kept pushing
Felix Auger-Aliassime back and
forth along the Centre Court
baseline at Wimbledon to
retrieve one shot after another.

Finally, on the 22nd shot of a
grueling rally deep in a fifth-set
super tiebreaker, Auger-Aliassime
had a forehand in the middle of
the court. Under normal circum-
stances it might have been just
the shot he was looking for.

Not this time. Not after five
hours of battling with the 39-
year-old Djokovic.

Auger-Aliassime, a 25-year-old
Canadian with one of the top-
rated forehands on tour, had
nothing left in his tank. He
sprayed his forehand wide to
give Djokovic a 9-4 lead. Then
both players bent over in exhaus-
tion and leaned on their rackets.
Djokovic, while he was bent
over, still found energy to
encourage the crowd to cheer
louder, waving his right arm for
more noise.

One point later, the longest
quarterfinal in Wimbledon
history — at 5 hours and 15
minutes —was finished.”These,”
Djokovic said, “are the kind of
moments that [ still play tennis
for.” Djokovic, the seven-time
Wimbledon champion, prevailed
7-6 (10), 3-6, 6-3, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (4) on
Tuesday to set up a semifinal
against defending champion
Jannik Sinner.

“I'm still able to battle these
young guys that have 15 years
less than me,” Djokovic said.
“I'm able to beat them at the
tightest possible scoreline. ... In
a sense, it is really a nice
surprise. But at the same time, |
always have the highest expec-
tations for myself.”

Djokovic continues to break
records as he chases a 25th
Grand Slam title. He’s reached a
record-setting eighth consecutive
Wimbledon final four — moving
him one ahead of Roger Federer
for most consecutive men'’s
singles semifinal appearances
at the grass-court tournament.

“We know, because we've
seen him so much, but it’s so
impressive that he does it time
and time again,” Auger-Aliassime
said. The match ended just before
the All England Club’s 11 pm
curfew took effect.

To celebrate, Djokovic raised
his arms high and wide and
took in the applause as he
walked to the net to shake hands
with Auger-Aliassime. Then
Djokovic performed a little
elbows-to-knees dance. He often
mentions that his daughter, who
was watching in the players’
box, tries to teach him moves.

Later, Djokovic was asked to
compare himself with another
39-year-old still performing at the

highest of levels: Lionel Messi of
Argentina.

“It would be nice to play 90
minutes like him,” Djokovic said
of the soccer great.

Rematch with SinnerSinner
spent less than half the amount
of time on court as Djokovic did
when he beat Jan-Lennard Struff
7-5,7-6 (4), 6-3 much earlier in the
day on No. 1 Court.

Sinner beat Djokovic in straight
sets in last year’'s Wimbledon
semifinals; and Djokovic
outlasted the Italian over five sets
in the last four of this year’s
Australian Open.

“I wish it was finals, so I don’t
need to worry about how the
body will feel tomorrow,”
Djokovic said. “I was telling the
kids to go to sleep after the
fourth (set) but they didn’t want
to listen. 'm glad they stayed
because it was honestly one of
the best matches [ was part of on
this court in my career.”

Djokovic does get two days off
before Friday’s semifinals.

Medical time outlate in the
first set, Djokovic dealt with
what appeared to be a lower-leg
issue. He took a medical time out
and a trainer tested the stability
of his left ankle and calf before
massaging his calf muscle.

Djokovic had earlier leaned
over to stretch his leg by pulling
back the tip of his sneaker. He
also stretched while standing at
the back wall.

There was more stretching
the rest of the way, too - especial-
ly late in the fifth set.

“It was really anybody’s game
in the super tiebreak in the fifth,”
Djokovic said.

Djokovic opposes roof
closureDjokovic objected to the
decision to close the Centre
Court roof at 7:40 p.m. after
Auger-Aliassime won the second
set to level at a set apiece.

Djokovic told Wimbledon tour-
nament referee Denise Parnell
that they could squeeze in
another set before the natural
light faded. (AP)
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Grounded Preeti Pawar
eyes CWG boxing gold

APARAJITA UPADHYAY M New Delhi

Nothing in life is certain and plans do
not always work out the way one
hopes. India’s young boxer Preeti
Pawar learnt thatlesson early in
her career, which is why she
heads into Common wealth
Games with confidence from a
stellar run of results but without
taking anything for granted.
The 22-year-old ban-
tamweight (54kg) boxer has
emerged as one of India’s
brightest boxing prospects
over the last three years,
overcoming setbacks while
steadily adding medals to her
resume.
Making her senior World
Championships debut in 2023, Preeti
impressed despite bowing out in the
pre-quarterfinals. She bounced
back later that year by winning a
bronze medal at the Hangzhou
Asian Games and securing a
quota for the Paris Olympics.
Her Olympic campaign,
however, was disrupted after
she contracted Hepatitis A just

before the Games. Despite the illness
affecting her preparations, she still
reached the Round of 16.

The experience has made her more
measured in her outlook.

“At the Commonwealth Games I
want to perform my best and get a
medal for India...a gold. Let’s see
what will happen because some-

times we plan something but it
doesn’t go our way,” Preeti said.
Following a long break after the
Olympics, Preeti returned to interna-
tional competition in style, winning
gold at the 2025 World Boxing Cup
Final before claiming silver at Boxam
Elite International tournament in
Spain. (PTI)

Need to adapt better, reset will take time: Gautam Gambhir

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA =
Nottingham

India’s T20 squad is in tran-
sition following a “reset”,
declared head coach
Gautam Gambhir as he
attributed the horrendous

run in the ongoing tour of UK
to an acute lack of game
awareness and failure to
read the conditions
correctly.

India slumped to their
heaviest-ever T20I defeat in
terms of runs, losing by 125

to England in the third T20I
on Tuesday. The visitors are
now 0-2 down in the five-
match series. “We just
haven’t played well,”
Gambhir said at the post-
match press conference
here.

Tulika Maan eyes CWG gold
to add to Birmingham silver

HARDIK SHARMA M New Delhi

Commonwealth Games
silver medallist judoka
Tulika Maan, who made a
first-round first-round exit at
the Paris Olympics, is deter-
mined to put that disap-
pointment behind and
upgrade the colour of her
medal in upcoming CWG in
Glasgow.

Maan’s Olympic campaign
ended in heartbreaking
fashion after she lost her
opening women’s +78kg bout
to Cuban great Idalys Ortizin
just 28 seconds in Paris
Olympics two years back.

“Paris was like a black day
for me,” Maan told PTI on
the sidelines of the Indian
contingent’s kit unveiling
and send-off ceremony
here.

“Making a comeback

from there was very difficult
because I knew the pressure
was there. But it’s okay.
Because of my family, I am
ready for the 2026
Commonwealth Games.”

The Delhi judoka had
claimed silver in the +78kg
category at the 2022
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham after going
down in a hard-fought final
to Scotland’s Sarah
Adlington.

Asked if she was looking
to improve on that result,
Maan made her intentions
clear.

“Yes, for sure. It’s not that
I have to, | want to change
it,” she said. “Hopefully, I will
win the gold. It will be a
blessing for me because |
will finally get the moment
that 1 wanted in
Birmingham.”
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