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MOHIT KANDHARI n Jammu

Efforts made by the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) to kick-start dialogue in
Ladakh, in the wake of vio-
lence on September 24, were
stalled by representatives of
the Leh Apex Body (LAB). 

On Monday, the organisa-
tion announced its decision
to stay away from talks till the
time normalcy is fully
restored in the region. LAB
leaders also demanded judi-
cial enquiry into the death 
of four people killed in the
violence.

A high-powered commit-
tee of the MHA had invited a
Ladakh MP, along with repre-
sentatives of the LAB and the
Kargil Democratic Alliance
(KDA) to ‘break the ice’ in New
Delhi on September 30.

A three-member delega-
tion of the KDA left for New
Delhi on Monday to attend
the meeting, but representa-
tives of LAB stayed back in Leh
to attend the last rites of
those killed in the protests.

LAB Chairman Thupstan
Chhewang made the
announcement shortly after
the fourth victim of the vio-
lence — a former soldier —
was cremated in Leh.

“We have unanimously
agreed that the situation that
is prevailing in Ladakh,
keeping that in view, as long
as peace is not restored and

a conducive atmosphere is
not created, we will not par-
ticipate in any talks,” said
Chhewang, a former two-
time MP.

“We will urge the Home
Ministry, UT administration to
take steps to address the
atmosphere of fear, grief and
anger that is there,” he said.

Curfew was relaxed for
two hours at 4 pm in the
region. During the relaxation,
no untoward incident was
reported.

Meanwhile, the MHA said

the Union Government has
always been open to dia-
logues on Ladakh matters
with the LAB and KDA at any
time. “We would continue to
welcome the discussion with
ABL and KDA through the
HPC on Ladakh or any such
platform,” the MHA said.

Earlier, the Union
Government had fixed
October 6 to hold parleys
with representatives of the
LAB and KDA in New Delhi
over the issue of granting
Statehood and extending the

sixth schedule status to the
region.

Four people were killed
and scores of others were
injured in clashes between
protesters and security per-
sonnel, while over 50 people
were taken into custody for
their alleged involvement in
rioting on September 24.
Activist Sonam Wangchuk,
the main face of the agitation,
was also detained under the
draconioan NSA and later
shifted to a Jodhpur jail in
Rajasthan.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Canadian Government
has officially designated the
criminal network led by
Indian gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi a terrorist entity,
citing the their alleged
involvement in transnation-
al violence, extortion and
intimidation.

The announcement was
made on Monday by Public
Safety Minister Gary
Anandasangaree, following

pressure from both
Conservative and NDP law-
makers.

Despite being incarcerat-
ed in India,  Bishnoi  is
believed to be orchestrating
criminal and terror-related
activities across internation-

al borders, including in
Canada. His gang has been
linked to numerous high-
profile acts of violence such
as murder, arson, drug traf-
ficking, and arms smuggling.

“The Bishnoi Gang is a
transnational  cr iminal
organisation operating pri-
marily out of India,” the
Canadian Government said
in a statement.  “They have
a presence in Canada and
are active in areas with sig-
nificant diaspora communi-
ties,” the statement added

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Eight days after GST rates were revised,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday
urged BJP workers to ensure that its benefits
reach every one and called GST “a strong pillar
of BJP’s good governance”. He also underlined
that the BJP-NDA Governments have given a
“new model of good governance.”

The BJP is in Government not for satta
(power) but seva (service), and its offices keep
alive this sentiment, PM Modi said after
inaugurating the Delhi BJP office and stressed
upon self-reliance and extolled everyone to
embrace swadeshi through campaigns in
every village and street. Making a strong pitch
for promoting indigenous goods, the PM
asked party workers to ensure that there is
a board on every shop with ‘Garv se kaho ye
swadeshi hai’ written on it. The less our
dependence on foreign products, the better
it will be for the country, he said.

Dismissing the Opposition’s criticism of

revised GST rates as lies of “bayan bahadur”,
the PM said that a family will now save
nearly `20,000 on its annual household
expenditure of `1 lakh compared to the 
UPA period.

Earlier in the day, BJP leaders, including
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta and State
President Virendra Sachdeva, performed a
prayers at the five-storeyed building.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Hailing Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi’s congratula-
tory note, cricket captain
Suryakumar Yadav on
Monday said PM, “bats on
front foot.” He also said it felt
like Modi himself took the
strike and scored runs.

Suryakumar’s remarks
came after PM Modi said in
his social  media post
“Operation Sindoor on the
games field. Outcome is the
same — India wins! Congrats
to our cricketers.”

“It feels good when the
country’s leader himself bats
on the front foot; it felt like
he took the strike and scored
runs. It was great to see, and
when the sir is standing in
front, then definitely the
players will play freely,”
India’s T-20 captain said.

He also said the entire
nation is celebrating the
victory adding the team will
feel even more inspired
when it goes back home, to
India. “The most important
thing is that the whole
country is celebrating. When
we go back (to India), it will
feel good, and we will get
more inspiration and moti-
vation to do well,” he added.

“I have decided to donate

my match fees from this
tournament to support our
Armed Forces and the fami-
lies of the victims who suf-
fered from the Pahalgam
terror attack. You always
remain in my thoughts. Jai
Hind,” the 35-year-old posted
on social media after the
high-voltage win.

India players are entitled
to `4 lakh per match in the
T20 format, which means
that Suryakumar would be
donating a total of `28 lakh
for the seven games played
in the continental event.

The Indian team steadfast-

ly refused to exchange pleas-
antries with the Pakistani
side during the entire tourna-
ment, where it ended up
beating Salman Ali Agha’s
men on three consecutive
Sundays. Suryakumar had
taken the lead in snubbing
Pakistan at every opportuni-
ty during the tournament.

He also paid tribute to
the Pahalgam attack victims
and the Indian armed
forces after his team beat
the arch foes in a group
match on September 14. A
fur ious  Pakistan had
accused him of making

political statements and
sought a ban on him in its
complaint  to  the
International  Cr icket
Council(ICC).

The world body had then
asked him to refrain from
making any statement that
might be construed politi-
cal, besides imposing a 30
per cent fine on his match
fee of that day. The Board of
Control  for  Cr icket  in
India(BCCI)has challenged
the f ine  on him after
Suryakumar pleaded not
gui l ty  during the ICC
hearing last week.

PIONEER NEWS
SERVICE/AGENCIES
n Dubai/New Delhi

Politics on Monday dominat-
ed conversations after thrilling
game between arch rivals
India and Pakistan in the Asia
Cup on Sunday. 

Suryakumar Yadav and his
men held their nerves to win
the nail-biting final by five
wickets to complete a ninth
title-winning campaign,
remaining unbeaten through
the past fortnight.

But that wasn’t the accom-
plishment which dictated the
discourse. The point of discus-
sion, however, was the politics
of it all as Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) chief Mohsin Naqvi, also
the Pakistan Cricket Board

boss and the Interior Minister
of his country, walked away
with the winner’s trophy after
the Indians refused to accept
it from him.

The reason. His well-docu-
mented anti-India comments
and the heightening political
tensions between the two
countries after 26 Indians
were gunned down by
Pakistan-backed terrorists in
Pahalgam earlier this year.

India retaliated with
Operation Sindoor. Naqvi was
among those who mocked
the Indian team for following
a ‘No Handshake Policy’
towards them during the
entire tournament.

“I think this is one thing
which I have never seen since
I started playing and following

cricket that a champion team
is denied a trophy. I mean that
too a hard-earned one. It’s not
like it happened easily. It was
a hard earned tournament
win,” said Suryakumar, reflect-

ing on how it felt being denied
the biggest prize after winning
seven consecutive games at
the continental showpiece.

Suryakumar couldn’t be
faulted for being at a loss of

words. He had been at the
centre of about 90 minutes of
pure drama at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium.

His wife Devisha, head
coach Gautam Gambhir’s wife
and daughters were all on the
ground after the triumph to
celebrate with the trophy.

The team, however, was
unwilling to head to the dais
to collect it from Naqvi, who
was waiting to exercise his
right to hand over the winner’s
trophy as ACC chair. He waited
and so did the Indians, about
25 yards from him.

It is learnt that the BCCI had
informed their ACC points-
person that the team won’t
take the award from Naqvi,
who had posted cryptic videos
of Cristiano Ronaldo’s plane

crash goal celebration allud-
ing to the Pakistani claims that
six Indian jets were downed
during ‘Operation Sindoor’.

“No one told us to do this,”
said Suryakumar, insisting
later that the call to boycott
Naqvi was taken at the
ground. As Naqvi got down
from the podium due to
India’s refusal and strode
towards the exit gate, the
ACC event staff, to everyone’s
surprise, followed him with
the trophy leaving the Indian
camp flummoxed. It is learnt
that the prized silverware is at
the ACC headquarters here.

Saikia said that the Indian
Board would be lodging a
“very strong protest” against
Naqvi during the upcoming
ICC meeting in November.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

In a historic move aimed at
deepening strategic and
economic cooperation,
India has announced plans
to connect Bhutan by rail for
the first time. The landmark
project will  l ink the
Bhutanese cities of Gelephu
and Samtse with India’s
railway network, at a total
outlay of `4,033 crore.

Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri made the announce-
ment, highlighting the sig-
nificance of this connectiv-
ity for both countries. “The
India-Bhutan Railway
Project aims to connect two
important Bhutanese cities-
Gelephu, which is being
developed as a mindful-
ness city, and Samtse, an
industrial  hub,” said
Vaishnaw. These new rail
lines will connect to India at
Kokrajhar in Assam and
Banarhat in West Bengal,
respectively.

The Kokrajhar-Gelephu
link will connect Bhutan
with Bongaigaon, a major
industrial area in India,
opening massive logistical
and trade benefits. “By con-
structing approximately 

70 km of new track, Bhutan
gains access to 1,50,000 km
of India’s railway network.
This demonstrates the sig-
nificant advantage of the
network effect,” Vaishnaw
added.

The total length of the
new rail lines is approxi-
mately 90 km. Of this, 89 km
will be new railway infra-
structure constructed
specifically for this initiative. 

The Banarhat-Samtse line,
spanning 16 km, will direct-
ly link West Bengal to
Bhutan’s Samtse region.

India will fully finance
the construction of these
two railway lines, making
this not just an infrastruc-
ture project but also a pow-
erful gesture of friendship
and trust.

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri emphasized the deep-
rooted nature of India-
Bhutan ties, stating, “India
and Bhutan share a relation-
ship of exceptional trust,
mutual respect and under-
standing.”

ASHOKE RAJ n New Delhi

At least two persons were
killed and several others
injured in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) on Monday
after the country’s security
forces opened fire on local
protestors. Protests had
erupted over long-standing
unresolved issues, with
demonstrators demanding
their rights and an end to dis-
criminatory policies, includ-
ing the controversial refugee
seat privilege.

According to a report by
Samaa TV, all markets, shops
and business centres were
closed across the region as
people responded to a call
for shutdown from the Joint
Action Committee. The strike
was led by the Neelum Valley
Public Action Committee,
headed by Shaukat Nawaz
Mir, who had announced a
complete halt of commercial
activities to push for public
demands.

Pictures from various areas
in PoK showed large crowds
raising slogans against the
Pakistani army and the local
administration. The protests
reflected growing anger
among the Kashmiri popula-
tion. The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) unit in PoK also
supported the protests and
criticised the Anwarul Haq-
led Government for its poor
governance and repression.

PTI claimed that peaceful
protestors were attacked by
members of the Muslim
Conference, referring to
them as thugs acting under
State protection.  They
alleged that at least four
people were seriously
injured in the firing.

As the protests intensified,
internet and mobile phone
services were suspended for
the second day across PoK.
Telephone services were also
cut off, isolating residents
and raising concerns about
the humanitarian impact of
the  blackout.

The demonstrations
spread to other areas includ-
ing Dadyal, Bhimber, and
Kotli.

GST pillar of good governance: PM 

India-Bhutan rail link soon PoK protestors

fired at, 2 dead,

several hurt

Final showdown: India held its ground, Naqvi the trophy

BIHAR VOTER LIST
OUT TUESDAY
The Election Commission of
India (ECI) will publish Bihar’s
final electoral roll on Tuesday,
following a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) conducted after
22 years. The Assembly poll
schedule is expected to be
announced next week, after
the ECI’s visit to Patna on
October 4-5. Elections are
likely to begin post-Chhath
festival in late October. The
term of the 243-member Bihar
Assembly ends on November
22. Opposition parties have
criticised the SIR, alleging
potential voter
disenfranchisement, especially
among marginalised
communities. The ECI has
assured that no eligible voter
will be excluded and no
ineligible name included. The
draft rolls had 7.24 crore
electors. Around 470
observers will be deployed
across the state, including for
the upcoming bypolls. A key
briefing for general, police,
and expenditure observers will
be held in New Delhi soon.

INDIA, RUSSIA
PARTNER ON TRAINS
Kinet Railway Solutions Ltd, in
collaboration with Russia’s
TMH, is developing the Vande
Bharat Sleeper Trains, with
prototype coaches expected by
2026. The project aligns with
Indian Railways’
modernisation plans and
involves advanced sleeper
coaches for long-distance
travel. Kinet’s upgraded facility
in Latur, Maharashtra, now
nearing completion, features
specialised workshops and
efficient inventory systems.
Service depots are being built,
with the first in Jodhpur. Also
being developed are an
Engineering Centre in
Hyderabad and a Training
Centre in Latur support R&D
and workforce development.
TMH is transferring technology
and expertise to India,
enhancing local manufacturing
and potentially enabling future
rail component exports
globally.

DIGVIJAYA SPARKS
MP CONGRESS RIFT
A controversy has erupted
within Madhya Pradesh
Congress after former CM
Digvijaya Singh protested in
Indore’s Shitlamata Market
supporting Muslim traders
amid communal tensions.
Singh was stopped by police
and he submitted a
memorandum demanding
action against those inciting
discord. Indore Congress
president Chintu Chouksey
criticised senior leaders for
bypassing the local unit,
insisting no programs
proceed without his
approval. Former minister
Arun Yadav too indirectly
criticised Singh, emphasising
unity and grassroots efforts.
Singh, undeterred by advice
to avoid confrontation,
defended his actions. The
divide reflects tensions
between leaders preferring
caution and those favoring
assertive stands on
communal issues.

Mohsin Naqvi, center, stands with officials on the field after India won the
Asia Cup final at Dubai International Cricket Stadium on Sunday PTI

Team India celebrating after winning the Asia Cup cricket final at Dubai International Cricket Stadium PTI

Leh Apex Body co-chairman Chering Dorjay addressing a press conference in Leh on Monday PTI

PM Modi with Delhi CM Rekha Gupta and others during
the inauguration of BJP’s new office, in New Delhi PTI

Ladakh talks come a cropper

PM Modi bats on front foot: Yadav

DESPITE BEING
JAILED, BISHNOI IS
BELIEVED TO BE
BEHIND MANY
TERROR-ACTIVITIES
GLOBALLY

Bishnoi gang named terrorists

THE KOKRAJHAR-
GELEPHU LINK IS
EXPECTED OPENING
MASSIVE
LOGISTICAL AND
TRADE BENEFITS



I, Jaswinder Singh S/o 

Karam Singh R/o House No. 

651, Sector 46-A, Chandigarh 

inform that my son Harpreet 

Singh out of my control. I 

Disown him from my all 

moveable and immovable 

properties. Anybody who 

deals with him will do at their 

own Risk. 

I, Karamvir, S/o late  

Sh.Amar Singh  R/o, House 

no. 163, Charan Singh colony, 

Mouli Jagran, Chandigarh 

declare that I disown my son 

Ravinder, (Ravi) his wife 

Anchal, and their  from all my 

movable/ immovable 

properties. Anyone dealing 

with them will deal at their own 

risk. Neither I nor my family 

shall bear any responsibility 

for their actions. 

We, Nathu Ram S/o Gian 

Chand and Paramjit W/o 

Nathu Ram Resident of 

Village Talwandi, Tehsil 

Dinanagar, District Gurdaspur 

hereby inform that my Son 

Kulveer Kumar  is out of our 

control. We hereby disinherit 

him from our movable and 

immovable property. The 

person who deals with him will 

be responsible for this. 

We, Naib Singh, S/o Late 

Shri Mukandi Lal and Gurmejo 

Devi W/o Shri Naib Singh, R/o 

H.No. 2096, Sushant City, 

Sector 32, Kurukshetra, 

hereby declare that our son 

Puneet Kashyap is out of our 

control and he make court 

marriage without our family's 

consent with a girl named 

Kajal, which we do not accept. 

Therefore, we are disowned 

our son and his wife from all 

our movable and immovable 

assets. From today onwards, 

we and our family will not be 

responsible for any good or 

bad incident that happens to 

both of them.  

I, Vijay Pal S/o Sh. 

Raghbir Singh R/o Vill. Rolad 

Latifpur, Sonipat have 

disowned my son Vineet & his 

wife Komal from my all 

movable-immovable property 

as they are out of my control. 

In future, if anybody deals with 

them, he/she will do at their 

own risk. 

We, Maninderjit Singh 

S/O Harbhajan Singh And 

Tejinder Kaur W/O Maninderjit 

Singh R/O #969, Sector 78, 

Sas Nagar Mohali Declare 

That Our Son Jasmeet Singh 

Madaan Is Out Of Our Control. 

So We Disown Him From All 

Our Movable And Immovable 

Properties. Anybody Dealing 

With Him Will Do That At Their 

Own Risk. 

I Ram Pal S/o Bhagat 

Ram R/o House No. 2147/1 

Pipliwala town Manimajra 

Chandigarh inform that my 

son Nitin Mittal and his wife 

Ambika are out of my control. 

I Disown them from my 

moveable and Immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with 

them will do at their own Risk. 

We Jujhar Singh S/o Sh. 

Mohinder Singh and 

Sukhvinder Kaur W/o Sh. 

Jujhar Singh R/o  House No. 

2024/5, Vashishth Colony, 

Near Mohan Nagar, 

Kurukshetra declare that our 

son Gurpreet Singh and his 

wife Bhupinder Kaur are out of 

our control. We disown them 

from our Movable, Immovable 

properties. They will be 

responsible for their 

transactions, good-bad, legal 

and illegal activities.  

I, Bhagwan Singh S/o 

Gurdev Singh, Village Mavi 

Kalan, Tehsil Samana, District 

Patiala, declare that my 

daughter Sarabjeet Kaur has 

become a victim of the bad 

company which is beyond my 

control. I completely 

disassociate her from all my 

movable and immovable 

properties and relationships. 

Anyone who does any kind of 

transaction with my said 

daughter will be responsible 

for his own profit and loss. I or 

my family will not be 

responsible for any loss or 

damage. 

I Gurmeet Kaur W/o 

Gurmej Singh R/o Vill 

Kabulpur Reh Rajpura Distt 

Patiala declare that my son 

Buta Singh and his wife Jasvir 

Kaur are out of my control so I 

evict them all my moveable 

immovable property anyone 

dealing with them at their own 

risk. 

I Mewa Singh S/o Gian 

Singh  R/o Vill Pilkhani Teh 

Rajpura Distt Patiala declare 

that my son Gulzar Singh and 

his wife Paramjit Kaur are out 

of my control so I evict them all 

my moveable immovable 

property anyone dealing with 

them at their own risk. 

I Karamjeet Kaur wife 

Binder Singh resident of 

Mirpur Kalan Tehsil 

Sardulgarh (Mansa) hereby 

inform that my husband's 

name is Binder Singh in 

Aadhar card, PAN card, bank 

pass whereas in voter card my 

husband's name is BalBinder 

Singh which is wrong. I wish to 

be known as Karamjeet Kaur 

wife Binder Singh.     

I, Surinder Kaur W/o No. 

4481271F Rank Hav, name 

Gurpreet Singh presently 

residing at Vill. Rajanwala, Po. 

Kadarwala, Tehsil Dharmkot, 

Distt. Moga, Punjab declare 

that in my husband army 

service record my name 

wrongly entered Sulinder Kaur 

and also my DOB wrongly 

entered 12 May 1984. But my 

correct name is Surinder Kaur 

and my correct DOB is 01 Jan 

1984. So amended my name 

and my DOB in my husband 

army service record. 

I Muskan D/o Anish 

Qureshi R/o House No. 98, 

Chirayakot, District Mau, Uttar 

Pradesh have changed my 

religion from Muslim to Hindu 

Religion voluntarily at my own 

will.  

I, Budhram, son of 

Govind Ram, resident of 

Mandi Dabwali, District Sirsa, 

declare that my minor 

daughter Khushi, a student of 

Class 10 at Golden Era 

Millennium School, Malot 

Road, Killianwali (Malout), has 

recorded her mother's name 

as Suman in the school 

records due to a technical 

error, whereas her correct 

name as per the Aadhaar card 

and other government 

documents is Veena. 

I, Babli Devi Wd/o No. 

15615185N Ex L/Naik Late 

Sh. Rajesh Kumar R/o Vill. & 

P.O. Ghillour Kalan, Teh. & 

Distt. Rohtak (Haryana) 

declare that my name Babli 

and my DOB 10.05.1983 are 

wrongly mentioned in my 

husband Army record. But my 

correct & actual name is Babli 

Devi and my correct DOB is 

09.07.1982. vide affidavit 

dated 27.09.2025 before 

Notary Public Rohtak. 

I, Mulakh Raj, son of 

Surjan Singh, resident of Ward 

No. 2, Shivpuri Colony, 

Derabassi Tehsil, Derabassi 

District Mohali, state that in the 

educational certificates of my 

son Abhishek Singh, his name 

Abhishek and date of birth 

05.02.2007 are wrongly 

recorded. His correct name is 

Abhishek Singh and date of 

birth 08.11.2007. 

I Smt Swarn Kaur legally 

wedded spouse of No 

626487H Rank Ex SGT 

Baldev Singh s/o  Late Mehar 

Singh r/o VPO Sudhar, Tehsil 

Raikot, District Ludhiana, 

Punjab, 141104 hereby 

declare that in service record 

of my husband my name 

entered as Swarnjit Kaur is 

incorrect , my correct name is 

Swarn Kaur. 

I Mewa Singh S/o Gian 

Singh R/o Vill Pilkhani Teh 

Rajpura Distt Patiala declare 

that I evicted my son Hoshiyar 

Singh 10 Years Ago but now it 

is in my control, So I withdraw 

my eviction, he will be the heir 

of my moveable immovable 

property. 

I, IC-39166X Col Boota 

Singh Gill Retired Son of Late: 

Shri Dalip Singh Resident of 

H.No. 109/24, 1st Floor, Golf 

Link 1, Ansal AP1, Sector-114, 

Mohali, Distt. SAS Nagar 

(Punjab) hereby declare that 

name of my son Samandeep 

Singh has been recorded in 

my service documents which 

is incorrect. the correct name 

of my son is Samandeep Gill 

as recorded in his Aadhar 

Card, PAN Card and 

Matriculation certificate. 

It is for information that I 

Rishabh Singh Manhas S/o 

Surinder Singh R/o VPO 

Bamial, Tehsil and District 

Pathankot, Punjab (currently) 

at present I am residing at 

House No.12, Randhawa 

Cottage Dhillon Colony, Near 

Govt. Mohindra College, 

Patiala, Punjab (147001) 

declare that in my Marksheet 

of 10th Class (Roll 

No.2277974, CBSE, Passing 

year 2018) the name of my 

father has been wrongly 

written as Surinder Singh 

Manhas. The actual name of 

my father is Surinder Singh, 

which may be amended 

accordingly. 

I, Prince S/o Gurdev 

Singh R/o Vill. Saido Patti, PO 

Bassi Kalan (Hoshiarpur) 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Prince to 

Prince Toora. Concerned note. 

I, Darshna Devi W/o 

Mangat Ram R/o Near Dahga 

Factory, Ward No. 13, VPO 

Tanda, Urmar Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Darshna Devi to Darshna 

Rani. Concerned note.  

I Seema Thakur, wife of 

Manoj kumar, resident of 1024 

1st floor 38-B Chandigarh, 

have changed my Minor son 

name from Ridhaan Patyal to 

Ridhaan Thakur. 

I, Aditya Bhardwaj S/o  

Preet Kumar Bhardwaj R/o 

House No. 416, Amravati 

Enclave, Panchkula, Haryana, 

have changed my name from 

Aditya Bhardwaj to Aditya 

Kumar Bhardwaj.  

I, Jasbir S/o Gurumukh 

Singh R/o Village Bahrampur 

PO Sabapur, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Jasbir 

to Jasbir Singh. 

I, Sunny S/o Rajinder 

Kumar, R/o House No. 1110, 

Sector 25-D, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from 

Sunny to Sunny Kumar. 

I, Himanshi D/o Yogesh 

Gulati R/o House no. 2127-B, 

CHB Flat, Block-10, Sector 63 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Himanshi to  

Himanshi Gulati. 

I Ram Chander And Ram 

Chand Madan Is The Same 

Person. Residing At #297, 

Sector-7, Urban Estate, 

Karnal, Haryana. 132001. Sh. 

Lalit Kumar Madan Is My Son 

Residing At #354, Sector 7, 

Urban Estate, Karnal, 

Haryana. 132001. 

I, Subhas Chand Saini 

S/o Daulat Ram R/o VPO 

Karera Khurd, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my 

name from Subhas Chand 

Saini to Subhash Chand. 

I, Riddhi Sawhney W/o 

Gaurav Mahna R/o EB 41, 

Maya Enclave, Hari  Nagar, 

South West Delhi have 

changed my name from 

Riddhi Sawhney to Riddhi 

Mahna. 

I Ranveer Singh S/o Om 

Parkash R/o Village Bana 

Tehsil Balachaur Distt. SBS 

Nagar Punjab have changed 

my name from Ranveer Singh 

to Ranveer Singh Kushan 

I Hazur Singh s/o 

Pardhan Singh  r/o #5092, Bhi 

Kartar Singh Street,  Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, Have changed 

my name to Hazoor Singh. All 

concernd note it 

I Mamta w/o Munish 

Kumar R/o HNO 1291, Bura 

Gujjar Road, Sri Muktsar 

Sahib have My name Form 

Mamta Rani to Mamta. 

I, Subhash Chander 

Saluja S/o Sh. Dyal Dass R/o 

HNo. 7/11, Civil Lines, Near 

Railway Road, Subhash Marg, 

Karnal I have changed my 

name from Subhash Chander 

Saluja to Subhash Chander. In 

future I should be known as 

Subhash Chander. 

I Jasbir Kaur wife of 

tarlok Singh residence of 

khilchian tahsil mukerian 

district Hoshiarpur have 

change my name from Jasvir 

Kaur to Jasbir Kaur 

I, Amarjit Kaur wife of Ex-

serviceman NK Sukhvinder 

Singh, Army No 1484620H 

R/O Village- Dholowal, PO- 

Argowal, Tehsil-Dasuya, Distt. 

- Hoshiarpur, Punjab-144207 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Amarjeet Kaur 

to Amarjit Kaur and date of 

birth from 10 Nov 1974 to 18 

Aug 1965 due to variation in 

my father's service 

documents. Concern notes. 

I Mohinder Raj Arora S/O 

Visakhi Ram Arora R/O H.No. 

1801, M.L.A Road, Rajpura, 

Distt Patiala Have Changed 

My Name From Mohinder Raj 

To Mohinder Raj Arora. 

I, Mohd Aarif Raza S/o 

Kurban Ansari R/o 152, Bharat 

Sewak Nagar, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt. Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from 

Mohammad Aarif Raza to 

Mohd Aarif Raza. 

I, Smt. Suman Devi 

widow daughter of No. 

1235531W Ex-Hav Late Sh. 

Surinder Kumar residence of 

Village and PO Bassi Bazid 

Tehsil & Distt. Hoshiarpur (PB) 

has changed my name from 

Suman to Suman Devi. 

Concern Note. 

I, Paras Chandna S/o Sh. 

Joginder Chandna, R/o 

H.No.1118, Sector 12, Phase 

2, Near Shiv Mandir, Huda, 

Panipat that I have changed 

my name from Paras S/o Sh. 

Joginder Kumar to Paras 

Chandna S/o Sh. Joginder 

Chandna, for all future 

purposes.  

I Rashpal Chand S/o 

Sheeda Ram R/o 

H.No.911/52, Gali No.1, Prem 

Nagar Bohara Wala, Batala, 

Distt. Gurdaspur declare that 

Rashpal Chand & Rachhpal 

Chand both names are of the 

one & same person.i.e. 

myself. Concerned Note. 

I, Saini Reena 

Surendrapal W/o Munish Saini 

R/o H.No 99, New Colony 

Gatora, PO Sujanpur, Tehsil 

and District declare that in the 

birth certificate of my son 

Hanish Saini my name has 

been inadvertently mentioned 

as Reena Saini, but my 

correct name is Saini Reena 

Surendrapal according to my 

Aadhar card, Voter Card and 

all my educational documents. 

I Chhinder Kaur W/o 

Late Gurmukh Singh R/o 

Village Basaulan, Tehsil Kalak. 

Distt. Panchkula have 

changed my name from 

Chhinder Kaur to Surinder 

Kaur. 

I, VAISH son of 

MASROOF, resident of 

Daulatpur (144), Yamuna 

Nagar, Haryana - 135001; 

have changed my name to 

UVESH for all purposes. 

I, Santosh W/O Sarjit R/O 

Vill-Sarola(244), Chhappar, 

Distt-Jhajjar, Haryana-124108 

have changed my name to 

Santoshi Devi. 

I, Hukam Kaur W/O 

Dhanpat R/O Vill-Karawara 

P.O Manakpur, Karawara 

Manakpur (253), Palhawas, 

Rewari, Haryana-123035 

have changed my name to 

Hukamwati. 

I, SH Bhagwant Singh 

S/O Gulzar Singh Toor R/O # 

4858, Block-B, Puncham 

Society, Sector-68, SAS 

Nagar (Mohali), Punjab-

160062 have changed my 

name to Bhagwant Singh 

Toor. 

I, Virender S/O Shanker 

Dev Singh R/O 35, 2, Arman 

Nagar, Village Dakoha, 

Tehsil+District-Jalandhar, 

Punjab-144023 have changed 

my name to Virender Kumar. 

I, Jit Ram S/O Sh. Hans 

Raj R/O H. No. 204, Block-A 

Sector-6, Eco City-1, New 

Chandigarh Mullanpur, Distt. 

Sas Nagar (Mohali) Punjab-

140901 Do Hereby Solemnly 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Jit Ram To Jeet 

Ram. 

I, hitherto Known as Daato 

wife of Amrik Singh residing at 

Village Jaur Singh Wala, Tehsil 

Patti District Tarn Taran-

143416 Punjab have changed 

my name and Shall hereafter 

be known as Dad Kaur. I have 

changed my name only not 

my religion 

I, Nidhi W/o Naval 

Makkar R/o 133, Main Bazar, 

Jangi Shivala, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Nidhi 

to Nidhi Makkar 

I, Eknath father of 

No.15503591M Swr Nikam 

Sachin R/o Nikam Wasti, 

Mu/Post Pimparne, 

Sangamner, Sangamner, 

Ahmadnagar, Maharashtra-

422605 have changed my 

name from Eknath to Eknath 

Gangadhar Nikam Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB78755953320320X 

Dt.29.09.2025 before notary 

public Amritsar 

I, Nikam Alka mother of 

No.15503591M Swr Nikam 

Sachin R/o No.15503591M 

Swr Nikam Sachin R/o Nikam 

Wasti, Mu/Post Pimparne, 

Sangamner, Sangamner, 

Ahmadnagar, Maharashtra-

422605 have changed my 

name from Nikam Alka to 

Nikam Eknath Nikam Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB78756932290401X 

Dt.29.09.2025 before notary 

public Amritsar 

I, Navjot Sohal and 

Navjot Singh S/o Bikramjit 

Singh R/o Patti Wassan Ki, 

VPO Vallah Distt Amritsar 

have declare that above both 

names are mine one and 

same person 

I, Lalit Trikha S/o Harish 

Chander R/o Kothi No.110 

White Enclave 30 Feet Road 

Majitha Road Amritsar have 

changed my name to Lalit 

Kumar Trikha 

I, Manjit Singh W/o 

Gursahib Singh R/o Vpo Kad 

Gill, Tarn Taran have change 

my name from Manjit Singh to 

Manjit Kaur 

I, Nikhita W/o Sh. Jitin 

Jagota Resident of House No. 

1304, Mohala Ram Nagar, 

Near Railway Road, Jagraon, 

PO : Jagraon, Distt. Ludhiana-

142026.  I have changed after 

marriage my name from 

Nikhita to Nikhita Jagota. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Rakhi W/o Rajan Soni 

R/o Flat No.3, Mahan Singh 

Gate, Jagat Jyoti School, 

Amritsar. I have changed my 

name after marriage from 

Rakhi to Rakhi Soni all 

concerned please note. 

I, Deepak S/o Jagdish 

Chander R/o House No. 941, 

Sector 13, Hisar, Haryana 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Deepak to 

Deepak Sharma for all  future 

purpose.  

I, Surender Hooda S/o 

Wazir Singh R/o H. No. 92, 

VPO Petwar, Tehsil Narnaund, 

Hisar declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Surender to Surender Hooda 

for all  future purposes. 

I, Priyanka W/o Sh. Anuj 

Goyal R/o House No. 152-B, 

Mandi Adampur, Tehsil 

Adampur, Distt. Hisar, 

Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Priyanka to Priyanka Goyal for 

all  future purpose.  

I Mohan Lal S/o Jiwa 

Ram R/o H.No- 34/32A, 

Kachha  Thakur Dwara 

Ambala city have changed my 

name from Mohan Singh to 

Mohan Lal. 

I Yadurao Desh Mukh 

F/O No.15343171l Hav Harish 

Kumar Deshmukh R/O Village 

Shashank Nagar, Near 

Reliance Petrol Pump, Betul 

Bazar Road Vtc Badora Po 

Betul Sub District Betul Distt 

Betul State Madhya Pradesh 

Pin-460001 Have Changed 

My Name From Yadurao 

Deshmukh To Yadorao Kisana 

Deshmukh 

I, Balvinder Kaur Khalsa 

W/O S. Gurmukh Singh  R/O 

H.No. 682 Sector 52 Kajheri 

Chandigarh Have Changed 

My Name From Balvinder 

Kaur Khalsa To Balwinder 

Kaur. 

I Shashi Kala M/O 

No.15343171l Hav Harish 

Kumar Deshmukh R/O Village 

Shashank Nagar, Near 

Vashanvi Hospital Badora, 

Betul State Madhya Pradesh 

Pin-460001 Have Changed 

My Name Shashikala To 

Shashikala Deshmukh. 

I Janvi Mangla D/o Sh. 

Mukesh Mangla RO Uchana 

Mandi Teh. Uchana Distt. Jind, 

Change My Name Janvi to 

Janvi Mangla. In Future Call 

me Janvi Mangla 

I, Kanwar Sain S/o 

Kanshi Ram # 688 Sector 38-

A Chandigarh declare that in 

my daughter Jiya School 

certificate my name wrongly 

mentioned Kanwar Sen but 

correct name is Kanwar Sain.  

I, Mahender S/o 

Harikishan R/o Village Kharal 

Teh. Narwana Distt. Jind have 

declared that my name 

Changed From Mahender 

Singh To Mahender 

I, Army No. 10495638A 

Rank. Hav Name Devender 

Kumar R/o Village Badala Teh. 

Hansi Distt. Hisar-125042 

(Haryana) have declared that 

my service record wrongly 

mentioned my Daughter name 

Priti But her actual & Correct 

Name Preeti, vide affidavit 

dated 29.09.2025 attested by 

notary Public Kaithal.  

I, Shankey Varma S/o 

Manish Kumar R/o Chetta 

Mohalla Near Barsi Gate 

Hansi, Hisar-125033 declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Shankey Varma to 

Shankey Soni  for all  future 

purposes. 

I, Ram Bahadur S/o Ram 

Parsad Mahto R/o F-4/4, F-

Block, Model Town-II, Dr 

Mukherjee Nagar, North West 

Delhi present resident at 

H.No. 212, Shashtri Nagar, 

Lawrence Road, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Ram Bahadur to Ram 

Bahadur Mahto. 

I, Gurbachan Singh S/o 

Yad Ram R/o Village Bahola 

Khalsa, Dera Bazigar, P.O. 

Sanwat, Tehsil Nigdhu, District 

Karnal have changed my 

name from Gurbachan Singh 

to Gurbachan. Note all 

concerns. 

I, Ramandeep Kaur w/o 

Sahab Singh R/o Village 

Singhpura (Malikpur) Tehsil 

Thanesar District Kuruksehtra 

have changed my name from 

RAMANDEEP KAUR to 

RAMANDEEP.  

I, Sandeep Singh S/o 

Hansraj R/o Gandhi Nagar, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra have 

changed my given name 

Sandeep Surname Singh 

I, Surender kaur W/o Sh. 

Chaman Lal R/o Village Garhi 

Langri Distt Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from 

Surender Kaur to Sindero. 

I, Shree Birbal S/o Bhana 

Ram Vill.Mangna, 

Kurukshetra have changed 

my name Birbal 

I, Nidhi W/o Surender 

Kumar R/o Ward No.10, Bhai 

Ji Wali Gali, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have changed 

my name Nidhi Chopra 

I, Sish Pal S/o Hirda Ram 

village Jajanpur sub tehsil 

Dhand district Kaithal, I have 

changed my name to 

Shishpal. 

I, Ashok Verma  S/o Jai 

Bhagwan R/o  B-3 Block  6, 

Sector 6  Upmohal Parwanu 

District Solan,  HP have 

changed my name Ashok 

Kumar to Ashok Verma. All 

concerned please may note. 

I, Sucha Singh Grewal, 

S/o Kehar Singh R/o House 

No-84, Village Bhallri, Teh 

Nangal (Rupnagar) have 

changed my name from 

Sucha Singh Grewal to Sucha 

Singh.  

I, Ankita Rajput W/o 

Vishal Kamboj, Sahi Wala, 

Fazilka, have changed name 

to Ankita. 

I, Urmila Kumari Sharma  

W/o Param Jit Singh R/o 24-B 

Mati Dass Nagar, Mahesh 

Nagar, Ambala Cantt, 

Haryana, have changed my 

name  from Urmila Sharma to 

Urmila Kumari Sharma.  

I, Dhruvi  D/o Vinod 

Kumar  R/o # 1431-A, Sector 

39-B Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Dhruvi 

Singh. 

I, Sumitra Mann W/o 

Ranbir Singh r/o # 3136 

Sector 46-C Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Sumitra 

Devi. 

I, Sonu  S/o  Gaffar Ali R/o 

# 630-C, Housings Board 

Complex, Dhanas Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Mohammad Shoaib. 

I Indrerwati W/o Sh. Raj 

Kumar R/o Village Baragaon 

Tahsil and District Karnal 

declare that Inderwati and 

Indro both name are mine, 

one and same person. 

I, Surbhi D/O Sarvan 

Singh R/O Vpo- Ghot Poker. 

Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur. 

Punjab - 143530. Have 

Changed My Name From 

Surbhi To Surbhi Kaur. 

I, Jasmeet Singh S/o 

Manohar Singh R/o Gobind 

Bagh, Badi Nadi Paar, 

Tafazalpura, Patiala, (Punjab) 

declare that both names 

Jasmeet Singh and Jasmeet 

Singh Thapar are mine and of 

one and the same person. 

I, Madan Singh Chauhan 

S/o Sh. Partap Singh R/o 

House no-244/23, Chauhan 

Hospital Kath Mandi, Sonipat-

131001 have changed my 

name from  Madan Singh to 

Mandan Singh Chauhan for all 

future purposes. 

I, Bhateri D/o  Puranmal 

R/o  Ward-11,Kharkhoda,  

Tehsil- Kharkhoda, Distt. 

Sonipat have changed my 

name from  Bhateri  to  Kajal 

for all future purposes. 

I, Sudesh Vashist w/o 

Sh. Virender R/o Village 

Tewari, Tehsil Ganaur, Distt. 

Sonipat declares that I have 

changed my name from 

Sudesh Vashist to Sudesh, for 

all future purposes. 

I, Virender Vashist S/o 

Sh. Jai Krishan R/o Village 

Tewari, Tehsil Ganaur, Distt. 

Sonipat declares that I have 

changed my name from 

Virender Vashist to Virender, 

for all future purposes. 

I, hitherto known as 

Sarabjeet Kaur W/o Santosh 

Ghai R/o H.No. 05, Cheema 

Marble, Village Dhina,  

Po.Jalandhar Cantt, 

Jalandhar, Punjab-144005 

have changed my name and 

shall hereafter be known as 

Sarbjit Kaur. 

I, Anmol S/o Ved Parkash 

R/o H.No. 122/5, Krishna 

Nagar, Near MGN School, 

Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Anmol to Anmol Arora. (Arora 

as surname) 

I, Sachin Kumar S/o Gian 

Chand R/o H.No. 4631, 

Mohalla Palam Vihar, Ward 

No. 9, Nakodar, Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my 

name to Given name as 

Sachin & Surname as Kumar. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh S/o 

Gian Singh R/o Vill. Chaharke, 

Po. Loharan, Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my 

name to Given name as 

Sukhwinder & Surname as 

Singh. 

I, Ravinder Singh S/o 

Amarjit Singh R/o VPO. Soos, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab have 

changed my name to Given 

name as Ravinder & Surname 

as Singh. 

I, Kawaljit Singh S/o 

Surjit Singh R/o H.No. 38, 

Street No. 9, New Suraj Ganj, 

Jalandhar. The name of my 

wife is Sukhwinder Kaur, but in 

my daughter's documents it's 

written as only Sukhwinder. So 

I wanted to make correction in 

it. 

I Rashem Singh S/O 

Basant Singh R/O Vpo. 

Mahesari Distt. Moga Have 

Changed My Name From 

Rashem Singh To Resham 

Singh. 

I Jasvir Kaur Brar W/O 

Balwant Singh R/O Vpo. 

Daulatpura Niwan, Distt. Moga 

Have Changed My Name 

From Jasvir Kaur Brar To 

Jasvir Kaur. 

I Sunny Ahuja S/O 

Pawan Kumar R/O House 

No.-18/113 Street No.-05 Gill 

Road Moga Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Sunny. 

I Gurdev Singh Sappal 

S/O Gurdeep Singh R/O Patti 

Sandhu Ajitwal Distt. Moga 

Punjab Have Changed My 

Name To Gurdev Singh. 

I Nirmal Singh S/O 

Pritam Singh R/O House No.-

333 Vpo. Lohara Distt. Moga 

Punjab 142043 Have 

Changed My Name To Nirmal 

Singh Gill. 

I Davinder Pal Bhatia S/O 

Kishan Chand R/O Ward No.-

5 Talwandi Bhai Distt. 

Ferozepur Have Changed My 

Name Davinder Pal Bhatia To 

Davinder Pal. 

I Manjit Singh Ghatora 

S/O Pal Singh R/O Vpo. 

Kapure Patti Bhaya Distt. 

Moga Changed Minor Son’s 

Name Ajit Singh To Ajit Singh 

Ghatora. 

I Darshan Singh Doad 

S/O Charan Singh R/O Vill. 

Dandian P.O. Baddon District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To 

Darshan Singh. 

I Jagdish Kumar S/O 

Raghu Ram R/O Vpo. Hardo 

Khanpur, Hoshiarpur, Punjab 

Declare That My Given Name 

As Jagdish And Surname As 

Kumar. 

I, NIRMLA DEVI is legally 

mother of No: 8039241N, 

Rank: LNK (GD), Name: 

VIRENDER KUMAR resident 

of Vill: Sunari Kalan, PO: 

Sunari Kalan, Teh: Rohtak, 

Dist: Rohtak, State: Haryana, 

PIN: 124001. I have changed 

my Name from NIRMALA 

DEVI to NIRMLA DEVI. 

Hence, the Affidavit sworn 

before Notary Panchkula 

Haryana vide Affidavit No: 

11AA 216782 dated: 29 Sep 

2025 

I, B SAILU is Father of 

Army No: 17014038N  Rank: 

CFN Name- Bandi Murali  

Permanent Address: Η.Νo: 2-

37, Gunjili, Makloor, VTC: 

Gunjali, District: Nizamabad, 

State Telangana, Pin Code: 

503246 declare that I have 

changed My Name from B 

SAILU to BANDI SAILU. Vide 

Affidavit No:11AA 219035, 

dated: 29/09/2025 

I, B GODHAVARI is 

Mother of Army No: 

17014038N Rank: CFN 

Name- Bandi Murali  

Permanent Address: Η.Νo: 2-

37, Gunjili, Makloor, VTC: 

Gunjali, District: Nizamabad, 

State Telangana, Pin Code: 

503246 declare that I have 

changed My Name from B 

GODHAVARI to BANDI 

GODHAVARI Vide Affidavit 

No:11AA 216785, dated: 

29/09/2025 

I, BANDI SAILU is Father 

of Army No: 17014038N 

Rank: CFN Name- Bandi 

Murali  Permanent Address: 

Η.Νo: 2-37, Gunjili, Makloor, 

VTC: Gunjali, District: 

Nizamabad, State Telangana, 

Pin Code: 503246 declare 

that I have Correct My Date of 

Birth from 18/02/1966 to 

01/01/1971. Vide Affidavit 

No:11AA 216784, dated: 

29/09/2025 

I, BANDI GODHAVARI is 

Mother of Army No: 

17014038N  Rank: CFN 

Name-Bandi Murali 

Permanent Address: Η.Νo: 2-

37, Gunjili, Makloor, VTC: 

Gunjali, District: Nizamabad, 

State Telangana, Pin Code: 

503246 declare that I have 

Correct My Date of Birth from 

02/04/1967 to 01/01/1976. 

Vide Affidavit No:11AA 

216786, dated: 29/09/2025 

I, Service No 

16117824W Rank LNK Name 

SADASHIV GUDAGUDI, 

presently residing at 162 

Bridge Company, 16 Engr Br 

Regt (PMS), Chandimandir 

Cantt, Panchkula, Haryana 

declare that I have changed 

my mother name from 

DODDAVVA to DODDAVVA 

SATYAPPA GUDIGUDI. 

I, SIMRANJEET KAUR 

wife of Jagjeet  Singh 

daughter of No JC-341565Y, 

Rank Sub Maj Name Kirpal 

Singh resident of  Village – 

Sordi,  Post – Sahrri,  Tehsil 

and  District – Samba, State – 

Jammu & Kashmir,  PIN Code 

184121, have changed my 

name and date of birth from 

SIMRANJEET KAUR, DOB 

25 Apr 2000 (Incorrect Name 

& DOB) and SIMRANJEET 

KOUR, DOB – 25 Mar 2000 

(Correct Name and DOB), 

vide affidavit dated 29 Sep 

2025 sworn before Notary 

Arwinder Mehra, Pathankot.  

Please correct it. 

I, Divya Guntur spouse 

of No.JC-247989W Ris 

Suresh Babu Gali resident of 

Village- Bobbarlanka, Post- 

Chodayapalem, Tehsil- 

Repalle, District- Bapatla, 

State- Andhra Pradesh, Pin-

522264, have changed my 

name from Divya Guntur to 

Gali Divya Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB78650093090546X 

dated 27 Sep 2025 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, Sasi Devi spouse of 

No. JC-850564A NB/Sub 

Indal Singh resident of 

Village- Nagla Bhadoon, 

Post- Mustfabad, Tehsil- 

Jasrana, District- Firozabad, 

State- Uttar Pradesh, Pin-

205147, have changed my 

name from Sasi Devi to 

Shashi Devi Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB76533653466179X 

dated 22 Sep 2025 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, Khantamani Ghosh 

Mother of No.15157668K Hav 

(Gnr) Ujjwal Ghosh resident 

of Village & P.O. Pindira, 

Tehsil- Katwa, District- East 

Barddhaman, State- West 

Bengal, Pin- 713143, have 

changed my name from 

Khantamony Ghosh to 

Khantamani Ghosh Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB78496833939084X dated 

27 Sep 2025 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Khantamani Ghosh 

Mother of No.15157668K Hav 

(Gnr) Ujjwal Ghosh resident 

of Village & P.O. Pindira, 

Tehsil- Katwa, District- East 

Barddhaman, State- West 

Bengal, Pin- 713143, have 

changed my DOB from 01 

July 1955  to 01 Jan 1970  

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB78496303275874X dated 

27 Sep 2025 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Haradhan Ghosh 

Father of No.15157668K Hav 

(Gnr) Ujjwal Ghosh resident 

of Village & P.O. Pindira, 

Tehsil- Katwa, District- East 

Barddhaman, State- West 

Bengal, Pin- 713143, have 

changed my DOB from 01 

July 1954 to 01 Jan 1956  

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB78496078893906X dated 

27 Sep 2025 before notary 

public Pathankot. 

My name is ANWAR 

HUSSAIN and date of birth 

22.02.1957 is correct and true. 

Whereas in my son 

(No.15157892W HAV 

SABBIR ALI) army record, 

name is ANWAR HUSEN and 

date of birth is 01.07.1957 

which is wrong. ANWAR 

HUSSAIN  S/o MD Habib, 

Village- Pahadpur, Post- 

Gotha Rasulpur, Deoria (U.P.)-

274201 

My name is HISABUN 

NISHA and date of birth 

01.12.1960 is correct and true. 

Whereas in my son 

(No.15157892W HAV 

SABBIR ALI) army record, his 

name is HISABUM NISHA 

and date of birth is 01.07.1954 

which is wrong. HISABUN 

NISHA W/o ANWAR 

HUSSAIN, Village- Pahadpur, 

Post- Gotha Rasulpur, Deoria 

(U.P.)-274201 

I, Manjit Kaur W/o Sh. 

Pawan aged about 42 yrs R/o 

H.No. 238, Opp.Co Operative 

Store, College Road, 

Pathankot, Teh. & Distt. 

Pathankot, Punjab, India that I 

changed my daughter name 

from Trisha to Trisha Singh 

and henceforth she shall be 

known as the Trisha Singh for 

all purposes. 

I, No.15814217H L/NK 

Bugge Pandurang Bhimrao of 

2 ASD (18 FAD) C/o 56 APO, 

have changed my Father 

name & DOB from Bhimrao 

Bugge to Bhimrao Shripati 

Bugge and date of birth from 

21 July 1960 to 01 Jan 1957 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB78910716246034X dated 

29 Sep Sep 2025 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, No.15814217H L/NK 

Bugge Pandurang Bhimrao of 

2 ASD (18 FAD) C/o 56 APO, 

have changed my Father 

name & DOB from Bhimrao 

Bugge to Bhimrao Shripat 

Bugge and date of birth from 

21 July 1960 to 01 Jan 1957 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB78910716246034X dated 

29 Sep Sep 2025 before 

notary public Pathankot. 

I, Paramjit Kaur W/o  Sh. 

Harmohan Singh R/o H.No. 

4191, Second Floor, Sector 

68, SAS Nagar, Mohali, 

Punjab, I have now changed 

my name from Paramjit Kaur 

to Paramjit Kaur Rai. 

I Jagroop Singh S/o 

Baldev Singh R/o W.No. 10, 

Jain Mohalla, Raikot, Distt 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Jagroop Singh 

Dahele. 

I Tarlochan Singh S/o 

Chanchal Singh R/o Green 

City, Raikot, Distt ludhiana 

have changed my name to 

Tarlochan Singh Gill. 

I Rimpy Dahele W/o 

Jagroop Singh R/o W.No.10, 

Jain Mohalla, Raikot, Distt 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Rimpy Rani. 

I, Raghubir Singh S/o 

Dilip Singh R/o Ward No. 19, 

Back Side Shiv Mandir, 

Purhiran Hoshiarpur have 

changed my name to 

Raghuvir Singh. 

I, Manjit Singh S/o Sant 

Singh R/o Malla (Faridkot) 

have changed my name to 

Manjeet Singh. 

I, Jaswinder Singh Sidhu 

S/o Mithu Singh R/o 

Ramuwala (Delianwali) District 

Faridkot have changed my 

name to Jaswinder Singh. 

I Gursewak Singh S/O 

Jarnail Singh Vpo  Lauhka, 

Tehsil Patti, Distt Tarn Taran 

Have Changed My Name 

From Gursewak Singh To 

Gursewak Is My Given Name 

And Singh Is My Surname. 

I, Arti Devi W/o Shiv 

Charan R/o H.No.510, L-9, 

GTB Nagar, Khanna 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Aarti Dwivedi. 

I Sarabjit Kaur S/o 

Gurprit Singh R/o Vill: 

Jalalabad, PO Rampur 

Narotampur, Distt: Tarn Taran 

have changed my name to 

Sarbjit Kaur concerned Note. 

I Mona W/o Mahesh 

Dawar R/o House No-8-A, 

Ward No.-3, Narayan Singh 

Park, Dist-Panipat, Haryana - 

132103, have changed my 

name to Meena Dawar. 

I Sachneet Singh S/o 

Jiwan Singh R/o H.No.189 

Gen Harbax Enclave P.O 

Punjabi University Patiala 

have changed my name to 

Singh Sachneet. 

I Krishan Kumar S/o 

Ramesh Kumar Behal R/o Old 

Grain Market, Kotkapura 

(Faridkot) have changed my 

name to Krishan Kumar 

Behal. 

I Rajinder Kaur W/O 

Amarjeet Singh R/O Village 

Kot Dharam Chand Khurd 

Tehsil & District Tarn Taran 

Have Changed My Name 

From Rajinder Kaur To 

Rajwant Kaur.

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME
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Public Notice
 

I, Sukesh Devi W/o Azad Singh R/o 

Vill Pur, distt Bhiwani, Present  R/o 

Ho.no. 1542, Sec 13, Bhiwani, 

declare that my allotment letter (Form 

C) no.6564 dated 04-091991, 

completion certificate no.2338 dated 

11-05-2012, conveyance deed 

no.16573 dated 27-03-2012 in favour 

of Krishna Devi W/o Maan Singh R/o  

Bhagana, HSR of HER Ho.No. 2376, 

Sec 13, Bhiwani Having memo no. 

3471 dated 11-10-2013, have been 

lost on 18-07-2018 in Sector 13, 

Bhiwani. DDR no. is 

132230221801003 dated 20-07-

2018. If anyone finds it, please deliver 

it to the above address.

Public Notice
 

I Megha Sood  w/o Dheeraj Singh Sood  

resident of  H.no. 134 street no. 4  Model 

Town Amritsar,have lost buyer  agreement 

and  all receipts  of  Unit  63 fourth  floor  

Sushma  Chandigarh  Infinium  Chandigarh 

Ambala Highway  Zirakpur  Distt. S A S 

Nagar having an area  950 sq. ft.  The said 

documents  were issued by SUSHMA 

BUILDTECH  LIMITED. Despite all efforts, 

the documents could not  be traced. I 

hereby  declare  that I have not  submitted 

these  documents in any court , bank legal 

authority or to any party for any transaction. 

If anyone finds them, please  return to the 

undersigned or  inform  the  nearest  Police 

Station. I have lodged a report  under SR 

NO. : 633904/2025  Name: Megha Sood 

Address: H.no. 134 Gali no.4 Model  Town 

Amritsar. Contact number  :  9855113833

��������	
���
��
�

�����
����

I NIRAJ KUMAR MANDAL S/O 

BRAHAMDEO R/o55 HAIBATPUR ROAD 

GOLDEN PALM KABIR COLONY 

MUBARAKPUR SAS mohali declared that 

my ORIGINAL VASIKA NO. 8393 DATED 

17/08/2011 AND VASIKA NO. 15590 

DATED 09/01/2012 has been lost at 

Derabassi on dated 28.9.25. A lr no 

634386/2025 also registered at psoc at 

Derabassi on dated 29.9.25. anybody 

found please contact on above address

नीलामी सूचना

सव� साधारण को सूिचत िकया जाता है िक 

अंबाला खडं वन की �ाम पंचायत 

डंगेिड़यां की पंचायती जमीन म" खड़े 285 

सफेदे के पेड़ो ं, एक कीकर व एक पहाड़ी 

कीकर कुल 287 पेड़ो ंकी खुली नीलामी 

9अ'ूबर 2025 िदन वीरवार को सुबह 11 

बजे गांव के सरकारी (ूल/ आंगनवाड़ी 

के *ांगण म" की जाएगी। बोलीदाता को 

50 हजार -पए एडवांस िस.ो3रटी के 

तौर पर देने होगंे। बाकी शत; मौके पर। 

भाग िसंह सरपंच 

मोब. +91 80595 66503

CHANGE OF NAME 

I , HANAMAVVA  ,  IS MOTHER  

OF  YALLAPPA   GUDAGERI 

PRESENTLY   RESIDENT   AT 

MANNAPUR , KOPPAL, 

KARNATAKA,PIN – 583232 

.HAVE CHANGED  MY NAME 

FROM HANAMAVVA  TO 

HANUMAVVA NAGAPPA 

GUDAGERI  .  

VIDE  AFFIDAVIT NO- IN-

PB79127603612544X                 

DATED  29-09-2025   BEROFE  

NOTARY   PUBLIC   DISTRICT  

COURT   GURDASPUR 

PUNJAB

Public Notice

Ruchika Jain W/o Pankaj Jain R/o 

H.No. 23 Rakh Bagah Road Opp. 

Govt College For Women Ludhiana 

Punjab 141001 declare that my 

LARSEN & TOUBRO LIMITED 

share certificates have  been lost in 

Bharat Nagar Chowk Market  Near 

Bus Stand Distt. Ludhiana City 

dated 19/08/2025. The details of 

my shares : 

Name of Company - LARSEN & 

TOUBRO LTD 

Folio number - 10189586 

Certificate No. - 460072 

Distinctive No. - 619942741- 

619942990 

Share quantity - 250 

If anybody found then contact 

at my above address/Mobile No. 

9814923711

 Pu

Bangiya Sanskritik Sammilani Marks Maha
Shashti with Grandeur; Governor Extends
Festive Wishes
Chandigarh: On the auspicious occasion of Maha Shashti –
Durga ujja, the Bangiya Sanskritik Sammilani (BSS)
commenced its five-day celebration with devotion, enthusiasm,
and cultural vibrancy at Banga Bhawan, Sector 35 here. The
festi al one of the most re ered among Bengalis has been

USP

festival, one of the most revered among Bengalis, has been
celebrated in the city with great fervor for over five decades.

his yearT r,, the celebrations were inaugurated in the presence of
Governor of Haryana, Ashim Kumar Ghosh, who graced the
evening along with his wife as the Chief Guest. The Governor
attended the evening aarti at the Puja Mandap, marking the
formal beginning of the festivities. The inaugural evening also
witnessed the traditional lighting of the ceremonial lamp,
followed by a rich cultural program showcasing the essence of
Bengal’s artistic heritage. Col. Deepak De (retd.), General

aaSecretary of Bangiya Sannskritik Sammmilani, highlighted that
the organization has been preserving and celebrating this
tradition in the city for the past 53 years, making it a cherished

npart of the region’s cultural fabric. On arrival at Banga Bhawan
the dignitaries were warmly welcomed by President BSS, Dr

ecretaryAmit Bhattacharya, General S y,, along with executive
members and the BSS ladies attired in Bengali dresses. The

rHaryana Governor, Ashim Kumar Ghosh said, “Durgga Puja is
not only a festival of devotion but also a celebration of cultural
unity that binds us together as a society and as a nation. I
extend my heartfelt greetings to all and urge everyone to
uphold the spirit of harmony and integration.”

ASJVN Awwarded Second Prize of Swachhta
akhwada AP Awwards 2025

Shimla: SJVN has been awarded Second prize in prestigious
ASwachhta Pakhwada Awwards 2025 by Ministry of Power,

Government of India. The award w
ecretaryAgarwal, S y,, Ministry of P

Bhupender Gupta, Chairman and
at New Delhi today. On this occa

Astated that the Awward has been 
outstanding performance duri
‘Swachhta Pakhwada 2025’. The 
Impactful Initiatives undertaken
Projects and Units during the Pakh
and lasting change in society.  Sw
recognize exemplary efffforts by P
the objectives of Swachh Bhar
observance held from 16th to 31s

y y
was presented by Sh. Pankaj
Power, Govt. of India to Sh.
d Managing Director, SJVN
asion, Sh. Bhupender Gupta
conferred to SJVN for its
ing nationwide program
structured Action Plans and

n by the company across its
khwada have created positive

Awachhta Pakhwada Awwards
Power CPSEs in advancing
rat Mission during annual
st May every year.
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The suspension of internet services in Bareilly over the
last three days has severely disrupted business
operations, banking services and healthcare systems.
Traders estimate losses to the tune of several hundred
crores of rupees. Business activities — from those of small-
scale retailers to large wholesalers — have come to a near
standstill. Shopping malls have witnessed a significantly
reduced footfall.
On Friday, police and locals clashed in Bareilly over denial
of permission for a demonstration in support of the
ongoing ‘I Love Muhammad’ campaign. Police have filed
10 cases on rioting and other charges against 180 named
individuals and 2,500 unnamed people.

States Focus

INTERNET SHUTDOWN IN
BAREILLY DISRUPTS LIFE

National Institute of Technology (NIT) researchers have
developed an AI model that aims to improve how vehicles
communicate with each other in vehicular ad-hoc
networks (VANETs), according to officials.
The patented model, called ‘Adaptive Contention Window
Optimisation in VANETs using Multi-Agent Deep
Reinforcement Learning for Enhanced Performance
Model’, focuses on addressing a key challenge in
vehicular communication systems.

NIT DEVELOPS AI MODEL FOR
ENHANCED ROAD SAFETY 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

President Droupadi Murmu
on Monday said it is imper-
ative that youth embrace
and adapt to advanced
technological skills as India
advances on the path of
technology-driven growth.

Addressing the proba-
tioners of the Indian Skill
Development Service (ISDS),
who had called on her at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan
here, she said skill and
knowledge are the true
engines  of  economic
growth and social progress
for any nation.

“Countries that develop a
highly skilled workforce are
better equipped to respond
to global challenges and
seize emerging opportuni-
ties in various areas of
development. “As India
advances on its path of
technology-driven growth,
it is imperative that our 
youth embrace and adapt
to the advanced techno-
logical skills,” President
Murmu said.

The President said the
probationers would play

an important  role  in
shaping a robust, future-
ready workforce “Your role
in making India the Skill
Capital of the World will be
significant,” she said.

Besides the ISDS, the pro-
bationers of the Indian
Statistical  Service and
Central Engineering Service
had also called on the
President.

Addressing the proba-
t ioners  of  the  Indian
Statistical Service, she said
the importance of measur-
able and quantifiable indi-
cators in effective gover-
nance cannot be overem-
phasised.

“Sound policy formula-
tion and implementation
depend on accurate statis-
tical analysis. In today’s
data-driven world, the rel-
evance of  
stat ist ics  has  grown
immensely,” she said.

The President said India
has entered a new era of
socio-economic and digital
transformation.

“The growing adoption of
emerging technologies has
significantly enhanced
transparency and efficiency

in governance.
These technological ini-

tiatives generate a contin-
uous flow of data which
enables the government to
make more informed 
and effective decisions,”

Murmu said.
While interacting with

the probationers of Central
Engineering Service, she
said engineers play an
instrumental  role  in
advancing a nation’s tech-

nological progress and eco-
nomic growth, and they
must be prepared to meet
the challenges of a growing
knowledge base and rapidly
evolving technologies.

“With the government’s

strong focus on large-scale
infrastructure development,
the engineering sector is 
set for significant growth,”
the President said, insisting
that “it  is  also crucial  
to ensure that development
is sustainable”.

She urged the probation-
ers of all three services to
always work with the aim of
ensuring progress of the
most disadvantaged sec-
tions of society.

The choices you make,
the values you uphold and
the dedication you bring to
your work will influence
the lives of the people, 
she said.

“By serving with passion
and integrity, you can con-
tribute in the making of a
nat ion that  is  
more prosperous, resilient,
and inclusive.

“Through your sincere
efforts, you can ensure that
India stands as a model of
strength and progress
before the world. I am con-
fident that you will work
with commitment and
enthusiasm for an inclu-
sive and developed India,”
the President said.

President urges youth to embrace tech skills

Threat to Rahul shows BJP’s mindset: Gehlot
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Jaipur

Former Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Monday condemned a BJP
spokesperson’s alleged threat
that Rahul Gandhi will be
“shot” as a dangerous reflec-
tion of the mindset of the
ruling party.

In a video message, Gehlot
said, “The country has seen
that Mahatma Gandhi and
former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi were shot dead. They
were committed to keep the
nation united. Now a BJP
spokesperson has comment-
ed about Rahul Gandhi that
he will be shot in the chest.”

Gehlot expressed his
concern over the silence of BJP
national president JP Nadda
on the issue. “If a spokesper-
son can openly say this in a TV
debate and the party presi-
dent does not react, it raises
serious questions. The

country should be worried,”
he said. He also questioned
the security implications of
Rahul Gandhi’s public travel
information being shared in
the media. “When Rahul
Gandhi travels across India
and abroad, even his location

is made public. Is that not 
a breach of security?” 
Gehlot asked.

The Congress demanded
the BJP apologise to the
nation and hold accountable
the Kerala BJP spokesperson
who allegedly made the
remark. “Rahul Gandhi talks
about inflation, unemploy-
ment and vote chori. He is
making it an issue in the
country. The BJP president
should apologise to the
nation. He should assure the
public that the matter has
come to his attention and the
perpetrators will be expelled
from the party and that the
Home Ministry will take
action,” he said.

Haryana launches

digital registry
PARVESH SHARMA 
n Gurugram

Union Minister of State Rao
Inderjeet Singh said that
Haryana’s latest digital 
init iat ives  wil l  now 
enable citizens to access
Government services in an
easier, transparent and
time-bound manner.

He was speaking at the
launch of four new initia-
t ives  of  the Revenue
Department – a paperless
registry system, paperless
land demarcation,  a
WhatsApp chatbot, and a
digital monitoring system
for revenue courts.

He said that with these
measures, people will no
longer need to wait in 
long queues at
Government offices or
make repeated visits ,
making services more con-
venient and effective.

The minister added that
through digital monitoring
and paperless systems, all
land and revenue-related
work will become fully
transparent for farmers and
the general public.

Citizens can now apply
for land registration and
measurement directly
through their  mobile
phones or computers,
which wil l  speed 
up documentation process-
es and make them more
user-friendly.

Singh also emphasised
that these systems will
ensure accountabil i ty
among Government offi-
cials. Through digital ser-
vices, details of ongoing
court cases will now be

directly accessible on
mobile devices, sparing cit-
izens the need to make
frequent office visits.

Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini inaugurated all
these initiatives via video
conferencing from the
Babain Tehsi l  in
Kurukshetra. On this occa-
sion, the live rollout of
these digital services began
simultaneously across all
districts of Haryana.

Citizens will now be able
to apply for registry, land
measurement, and other
revenue services from the
comfort  of  
their homes using their
mobile phones.

Gurugram MLA Mukesh
Sharma said the initiative
marks a significant step
toward transparency in
governance and greater
convenience for citizens.

He particularly highlight-
ed the benefits for farmers,
who will no longer need to
run from office to office.
According to him, the
system will  save time 
and reduce hardships for
the people.

Meanwhile, MLA Tejpal
Tanwar stated that the
introduction of digital 
services will bring more
transparency to administra-
t ive processes and 
curb corruption.

He described the initia-
tive as a major step toward
making Haryana a modern,
smart state and urged citi-
zens to make maximum
use of the digital platforms
to avail government ser-
vices in a simple and effec-
tive manner.

Nadda forms eight-member NDA
MP team to probe Karur tragedy

J-K LG calls for crackdown on
encroachments along water bodies

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

BJP president JP Nadda has
formed a delegation of
National  Democrat ic
Alliance (NDA) MPs to visit
Karur in Tamil Nadu to
probe the circumstances
leading to a stampede that
has left 41 people dead and
submit a report.
The BJP generally sends its
own leaders to the sites of
tragic incidents for an
inquiry but this time, the
party has included MPs from
its allies — Shiv Sena and
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) —
in the eight-member  
committee, in an apparent
messaging about  the 
importance it attaches to 
its partners.

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MP from Mathura and
actor Hema Malini, who is a
Tamil, is the convenor of the
delegation, and its members
include Shiv Sena’s Shrikant 
Shinde and TDP’s Putta

Mahesh Kumar.
The other members are

Arurag Thakur, Tejasvi Surya,
former IPS officer Brij Lal,
Aparajita Sarangi and Rekha
Sharma,  a l l  f rom 
the BJP.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Jammu

Asserting that climate change
is a reality that people should
realise, Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Monday called for a
crackdown on encroach-
ments along water bodies in
the Union Territory and urged
people and the administra-
tion to create a movement
for it. The LG termed the
recent floods in Jammu as a
major catastrophe in the
region unseen in the past,
and said that losses have
also been enormous with
more than 4,000 houses
damaged, over 3,237 kilome-
tres of roads affected and
more than 70 major bridges
destroyed.

“We exhort the officials to

crack down on encroach-
ments along the water
bodies. Citizens must report
encroachments on natural
resources in their respective
areas to the authorities. Let us
unite to rebuild a stronger,
more secure future,” the LG
further said.

Addressing the ‘Swachhata
Vijayotsav’ organised by the
Department of Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj under ‘Sewa Parv’ here,
the LG said, “Along with the
administration, I also appeal
to the citizens of Jammu and
Kashmir that it is their moral
responsibility to prevent
illegal construction and
encroachment around river-
banks and water bodies.”

He said such encroach-
ments may provide tempo-
rary relief to some people but

in the process, “we end up
losing our own people”
during flood-like situations.

“I also expect the officials
to keep a strict watch on this
issue. Beyond the administra-
tion, the people themselves
must take responsibility to
stop rampant encroach-
ments on natural resources
and ecologically fragile
places. For this, we must
build an environment and a
movement,” Sinha said.

He said that when the
administration tries to
remove encroachments,
many people take to 
the streets. “But the devasta-
tion we have witnessed gives
us an opportunity for self-
reflection — we must think
about how to create a safe
and sustainable system,” the
LG added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar

For Shriram Datkhile, a dairy
farmer in Dharashiv district,
the floods in Marathwada
have cost him his home and
livelihood, leaving him 
with nothing.

Datkhile (55) and eight
members of his family ran a
dairy in Telgaon Pimpalgaon
village of Bhum tehsil,
earning `3.5 lakh per month
selling milk.

However, the heavy rain-
fall and the subsequent
floods in the district on
September 23 changed the
family’s fortunes overnight.

Datkhile lost 37 cows and
20 goats in the floods last
week. “On the night of
September 23, we were
asleep when suddenly water
from the Banganga River
entered the village. We
hardly got seven to eight
minutes to save ourselves.
We could only manage to
rescue two of our animals.
We lost everything within
minutes,” Datkhile’s son
Pravin said.

He said that the family had
started their business with
just a handful of cattle and

gradually got 40 cows and
20 goats. “Each cow in our
dairy was worth around
`1.25 lakh. We have incurred
a loss of `60 lakh, including
the goats and shed. My
family sold milk worth `3.5
lakh a month with a profit
margin of nearly 40 per
cent,” the 26-year-old said.

The family is now living in
an onion shed built on the
farm of an acquaintance,
he said. The family’s guava

orchard was also damaged
in the floods, he said.

“The crop and cattle loss
surveys are completed.
However, as per the NDRF
norms, the compensation
can only be given for up 
to three animals and that
too `37,500 per cattle,”
Pravin claimed.

Meanwhile,  an NGO
working for farmers claimed
its helpline, Shivaar, is
flooded with distress calls

from flood-hit agriculturists,
particularly from the 
rain-battered Marath-
wada region. 

A common refrain among
farmers is that government
aid will be inadequate to
cover their losses, Helpline
founder Vinayak Hegana
said. “The helpline received
274 calls on the inaugural
day last week. Among the
callers, 83 farmers had suici-
dal thoughts”, he claimed.

Hegana said that 5.5 acres
of a farmer’s land in Latur
were submerged, and fer-
tiliser bags became wet. 

He said that a private
moneylender is demanding
`40 lakh from the farmer,
including `20 lakh that his
late father had availed.

“The farmer told us that he
was contemplating suicide
and demanded that the
Government waive crop
loans immediately,” he said.

104 DEATHS SINCE JUNE 1
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar:

A total of 104 persons have

died in monsoon-related

incidents since June 1 in

Maharashtra’s Marathwada

region, officials said on

Monday. Excess rainfall has

impacted 3050 villages in

the region, which comprises

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,

Jalna, Parbhani, Nanded,

Dharashiv, Hingoli, Latur

and Beed districts, causing

crop damage and losses to

farmers, as per a report

from the divisional

commissioner office. “Of the

104 deaths recorded in

Marathwada between June

1 and September 29, seven

took place in floods since

September 26. A total of

2838 animals have perished

since June 1,” the report

stated. Nanded led with

deaths of 28 persons,

followed by 17 in

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,

16 in Beed, 13 in Hingoli, 9

each in Jalna, Dharashiv,

and six each in Parbhani,

Latur, the report informed.

“Roads of length 2701

kilometres, 1504 bridges,

222 water lakes, 1064

schools, 9567 electricity

poles, 58 buildings of local

governing offices, 392

water pipeline schemes, 352

primary health centres are

partially or fully damaged

in the recent floods,” it said.

GIRISH SHARMA 
n Bhopal

A fresh controversy has
erupted within the Madhya
Pradesh Congress after
former Chief  Minister
Digvijay Singh staged a
protest  in  Indore’s
Shitlamata Market in support
of Muslim traders, deepening
fault lines between senior
leaders and the party’s 
local unit.

Singh, who visited the
market on Saturday amid
heightened tensions over
the employment of Muslim
workers ,  was stopped 
by police from entering 
the premises.

He then walked to the
police station and submitted
a memorandum seeking
action against those accused
of fomenting communal
discord. During the protest,
he was also seen engaging in
a heated exchange with
police officials.

However, his intervention
has not gone down well
with the city Congress lead-
ership. At a district coordina-
t ion meeting held on
Sunday, Indore Congress
president Chintu Chouksey

expressed disapproval of
senior leaders bypassing the
local unit. Without directly
naming Singh, he said, “If any
leader comes to Indore and
wants to take a stand on an
issue, it must be decided in
advance. We know the local
circumstances best. From
now on, no programme will
be allowed without the city
president’s permission.”

Former PCC chief and
Union minister Arun Yadav
also appeared to criticise
Singh indirectly. In a social
media post, Yadav argued
that ‘ideological and grass-
roots struggle’ was essential
to counter divisive politics,
adding that unity and collec-
tive effort were necessary if
Congress hoped to regain
power in Madhya Pradesh. 

“The courage and honesty
with which Rahul Gandhi is
fighting — if even a fraction 
of that is reflected here, 
our  path wil l  become
easier,” he wrote.

The episode carries a per-
sonal backdrop as well. On
Friday night, Singh had
rebuked Raju Bhadauria, a
close aide of Chouksey, for
backing the removal of a
Muslim stall at a Garba event,

calling such conduct indisci-
pl ine and contrary to
Congress’s secular ethos.
Despite being advised by
close associates, including
Raghu Parmar,  not  to
proceed with the market
visit, Singh reportedly insist-
ed, “Are you going to decide
what I should do? If you
cannot take to the streets
with courage, then why are
you in politics?”

While local leaders chose
to remain silent during the
meeting, Singh drew support
from senior quarters. Leader
of Opposition in Madhya
Pradesh Umang Singhar
defended him,  stating,
“Digvijay Singh is a commit-
ted Congress leader. He has
always stood by the party’s
ideology of secularism and
harmony.  His  courage 
to speak against injustice
should be respected, not
criticised.”

The developments under-
line the sharp divide within
the Indore Congress—
between those seeking to
avoid confrontation in a
politically sensitive city, and
those, like Singh, who favour
taking assertive positions
on communal issues.

Digvijay protest splits MP CongressMarathwada floods: Dairy farmers loses livelihood

The President of India, Droupadi Murmu addressing the probationers of the Indian Statistical Service, Indian Skill
Development Service and Central Engineering Service at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi
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HC restrains Rupa from
publishing, selling red-and-black
edition of Constitution

The Delhi High Court (HC) has restrained Rupa
Publications India Pvt Ltd from publishing or selling its
red-and-black coat-pocket edition of the Constitution of
India, after finding it “prima facie” similar to the same
book published by Eastern Book Company. Justice
Manmeet Pritam Singh Arora passed the interim
injunction on a suit filed by Eastern Book Company
(EBC), saying both publications makes it “prima facie
evident” that the Rupa’s trade dress or design was
“deceptively similar” to the one adopted by the EBC.

“The defendant (Rupa) has adopted a similar colour
scheme, text and font, gilt edging, book posteen colour
and embossed gold detailing. Considering, that the
plaintiffs and the defendant operate in the same line of
business, utilize identical trade channels and cater to the
same class of customers, there exists a strong likelihood
of confusion,” the court said on September 25. He said a
tabular comparison presented by the EBC showed Rupa
had entirely copied the layout of it’s product without any
independent creativity.

The judge restrained Rupa from manufacturing,
publishing, marketing, selling or advertising its red-and-
black coat-pocket edition of the Constitution by itself or
by franchisees, dealers, distributors or agents.

The Judge further directed Rupa to remove and recall
all its unsold inventory of the edition from the market
and also remove its listings from all e-commerce
platforms within two weeks and posted the matter for
February 25, 2026.

The Delhi High Court (HC) has stayed a demand letter
issued by NOIDA authority, seeking `100 crore from
Noida Toll Bridge Company Limited, the developer of
DND flyway, in alleged advertisement license fees.
Justice Jasmeet Singh stayed in the interim, the letter
issued by Outdoor Advertisement Department of New
Okhla Industrial Development Authority (NOIDA), which
had reportedly also called for the removal of outdoor
advertisements displayed by the petitioner on the Delhi-
NOIDA-Delhi (DND) Flyway.

“Prima facie, it seems that the petitioner has a right to
display advertisements and the balance of convenience
lies in favour of the petitioner. In case interim orders are
not granted to the petitioner, it may cause irreparable
damage and loss to the petitioner which cannot be
compensated in terms of money,” the court said in its
September 25 order.

The court further said “no coercive measures shall be
taken against the petitioner” pursuant to the letter of
September 10, till the next hearing as it issued notice
the NOIDA authority, directing it to file it a reply within
four weeks. The court would hear the matter on January
16, 2026. On October 26, 2016 the Allahabad High
Court stopped the petitioner from collecting user fee
from commuters using the DND Flyway, which was later
upheld by Supreme Court in December 2024.

Order Order
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi 

The  Sahara India Commercial
Corporation Ltd (SICCL) has
moved the Supreme Court
(SC) seeking its permission to
sell various properties, includ-
ing Amby Valley in
Maharashtra and Shahara
Saher in Lucknow, to Adani
Properties Private Limited.
The plea, which was men-
tioned for hearing recently,
would likely come up on
October 14. 

“To outright sell various
properties belonging to the
Sahara Group to Adani
Properties Private Limited,
for the consideration and on
the terms and conditions as
set out in the term sheet
dated September 6, 2025,”
said the petition fi led 
by Sahara.

The interlocutory applica-
tion, filed in the pending
matters related to Sahara
group, said pursuant to
various orders passed by this
court, from time to time and
after taking the permission of
this court through various
orders, the SICCL and the
Sahara Group were, with
great difficulty, able to liqui-
date certain movable and
immovable assets of theirs,
the proceeds of which were
deposited into the SEBI —
Sahara Refund Account. 

“Out of a total principal
amount of `24,030 crore, the
Sahara Group, by way of
sale/liquidation of their
movable and immovable
assets have realised an
amount of approximately 
`16,000 crore and deposited
the same in the SEBI — Sahara
Refund Account,” it said. 

Pointing to the inability of
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) to 
liquidate or sell Sahara Group
assets, despite engaging
reputed estate brokerage
companies, the SICCL said
the entirety of the funds
deposited in the SEBI —
Sahara Refund Account were

deposited through the sole
efforts of and with great dif-
ficulty by the applicant and
the Sahara Group. 

The SICCL further said post
the death of Sahara Group
chief Subrata Roy in
November 2023, the group
lost its sole decision maker,
who was until now, making
all decisions on its behalf. 

“The family members of
the late Subrata Roy were not
involved in the day-to-day
business operations and
management of the Sahara
Group. However, considering
the family members desire to
safeguard the interest of the
investors, the Sahara Group

has decided that the assets of
the Sahara Group be liquidat-
ed at the maximum value and
in an expeditious manner to
satisfy the orders passed by
this court, to discharge the 
liabilities of the Sahara 
Group and put a close to 
the present contempt 
proceedings,” it said. 

The SICCL said the decision
was taken in the interest of 
all  stakeholders,  most 
particularly in the interest of
the investors in the Sahara
Group so that their claims
would be well satisfied and
they receive maximum value.
It, however, said the efforts
did not yield any positive

result due to the prevailing
market conditions, absence
of viable offers and the pen-
dency of multiple litigations,
all of which collectively
eroded buyer confidence and
significantly impacted the
marketability of the said
properties.  It said the efforts
were further complicated
with multiple investigating
agencies having initiated
inquiries against the family
members of Late Subrata Roy
and other senior officials of
Sahara Group. Roy’s wife and
sons are settled in Macedonia
for the seven years. 

“The said parallel and
uncoordinated actions are
not only creating confusion,
conflicting narratives and
unwarranted doubt in the
mind of investors/ depositors
but are also effectively ham-
pering and are likely to
further hamper, the ongoing
efforts of the Sahara Group to
monetise its assets and
comply with the directions of
this court,” the plea said. 

Following Subrata Roy’s
death in November 2023 and
in the absence of a formally
designated decision-making
authority within the Sahara
Group, the plea said, certain
persons while relying on out-
dated board resolutions
attempted to deal with
immovable assets of the
group without proper 

authority. They were dealt
with appropriate action
through complaints across
various jurisdictions to
protect the group’s assets
and prevent any unautho-
rised transactions, it added. 

Seeking approval of trans-
actions as contemplated
under the term sheet dated
September 6,  executed
between the SICCL and Adani
Properties Private Limited for
the sale of 88 properties men-
tioned in the schedule, the
group said the proposed
transaction represents a sig-
nificant breakthrough, not
only in unlocking substantial
value from the Sahara
Group’s key immovable
assets, but also ensuring com-
pliance with the financial
obligations required to be ful-
filled by the Sahara Group
pursuant to court orders. 

On September 12, the top
court ordered the disbursal of
`5,000 crore of over `24,030
crore deposited by Sahara
Group with SEBI to repay
dues of the depositors of the
Sahara Group of Cooperative
Societies.  It had said the
order was in line with the
March 29, 2023 order where
a similar application of the
Centre was allowed for allo-
cation of `5,000 crore to
repay dues of the depositors
of the Sahara Group of
Cooperative Societies.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Social media platform X will
appeal against Karnataka
High Court’s verdict dismiss-
ing its petition challenging 
the authority of Government
officials to issue content 
takedown orders under the
Information Technology Act.

Elon Musk-owned X
through its official handle
said orders issued by police
officers to arbitrarily take
down content from its 
platform through a “secretive
online portal called the
Sahyog” is a violation of
Indian citizens’ constitution-
al rights to freedom of speech
and expression.

“X respects and complies

with Indian law, but this order
fails to address the core con-
stitutional issues in our chal-
lenge and is inconsistent with
the Bombay High Court’s
recent ruling that a similar
regime was unconstitutional,”
the social media platform
said on Monday.

The Karnataka High Court
had on Wednesday dismissed
X Corp’s petition challeng-
ing the authority of
Government officials to issue
content takedown orders
under the Information
Technology Act and main-
tained that social media
needs to be regulated. The
bench presided over by
Justice M Nagaprasanna
stressed on regulation of
social media, especially in

cases of offences against
women. It further said the
Indian marketplace cannot be
presumed as a mere 
playground where informa-
tion can be disseminated in
defiance of statutes or 
disregard to legality.

“We respectfully disagree
with the view that we have no
right to raise these 
concerns because of our
incorporation abroad — X
contributes significantly to
public discourse in India and
the voice of our users is at the
heart of our platform. We
will appeal this order to
defend free expression,” 
X said.

The social media firm said
it is deeply concerned by the
recent order from the

Karnataka court, which will
allow millions of police offi-
cers to issue arbitrary take-
down orders through a secre-
tive online portal called the
Sahyog. “This new regime
has no basis in the law, 
circumvents Section 69A of
the IT Act, violates Supreme
Court rulings, and infringes
Indian citizens’ constitution-
al rights to freedom of speech 
and expression. 

The Sahyog enables 
officers to order content
removal based solely on 
allegations of “illegality,”
without judicial review 
or due process for 
speakers, and threatens plat-
forms with criminal 
liability for non-compliance,”
X said.

SC orders training for two Delhi judges over
flawed bail to accused in `6 crore cheating case
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi 

Seeing series of flaws, the
Supreme Court (SC)recently
came down heavily on the
manner in which bail was
granted to a couple accused
of duping a private company
of over `6 crore. A Bench of
Justices Ahsanuddin
Amanullah and SVN Bhatti
held that the Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
(ACMM) and the Sessions
Judge of Karkardooma Court
had failed to apply settled
principles while granting and
upholding bail  to the
accused. The Court directed
that both officers undergo a
minimum of seven days 
of training at the Delhi 
Judicial Academy. 

The top court in its order
dated September 25,

uploaded on Monday, also
ordered a departmental
inquiry into the conduct of
the investigating officer after
noting serious lapses on the
part of the police. The inves-
tigating officer’s stand in the
bail proceedings “spoke
volumes”, the Court said
while ordering the Delhi
Police Commissioner to
conduct a personal inquiry
into the officer’s role and
take necessary action. 

The dispute arose from
allegations by a company
that the accused-couple took
`1.9 crore with the promise of
transferring land, but later
refused to return the money
after it was discovered that
the land had already been
sold and mortgaged. With
accrued interest,  the
company claimed its dues
had reached over `6 crore.

The FIR was registered in
2018 and the couple’s plea for
anticipatory bail was dis-
missed by the Delhi High
Court in 2023, with the 
Court severely criticising 
their conduct. 

The High Court remarked
that the couple misled courts
for years by giving false
undertakings to repay the
amount while enjoying
interim protection from
arrest. Despite this, the ACMM
in November 2023 granted
them regular bail, reasoning
that since the chargesheet
had been filed, there was no
need for custody.  The
Sessions Judge later upheld
the order in August 2024 and
the Delhi High Court also
refused to interfere. The top
court disapproved of this
approach, noting that the
lower courts had glossed

over the accused’s prior 
misconduct and failed to 
consider the High Court’s
earlier observations. 

The Bench underscored
that bail matters must turn
on facts and conduct, not
mechanical reasoning. “Bail
matters are primarily to be
adjudicated on the facts and
circumstances, before apply-
ing any principle of law. In
light of the glaring factual
matrix, bail ought not to have
been granted,” the Court said.
Taking note of these lapses,
the Bench quashed the bail
orders of the ACMM, the
Sessions Judge and the High
Court and directed the
accused to surrender within
two weeks and directed the
Commissioner of Police of
Delhi to complete the inquiry
against the investigating
officer on priority.

Sahara seeks SC nod for sale of assets to Adani 

HC stays NOIDA authority’s
letter asking DND developer
to pay `100 cr over advt

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Bengaluru

Former MP and Janata Dal (Secular)
leader Prajwal Revanna has approached
the Karnataka High Court challenging his
conviction for repeatedly raping his
domestic help and recording videos of
the act. Prajwal has also challenged the
life sentence imposed on him by
Bengaluru Additional City Civil and
Sessions Judge Santhosh Gajanan Bhat
on August 2. 

Judge Bhat had sentenced him to life
imprisonment for raping an old domes-
tic worker. Prajwal is convicted for the
offence of raping a domestic worker at
two locations — one in his farmhouse
in Holenarasipur’s Gannigarh and
another at Banashankari in Bengaluru.
The incidents took place between
January 1, 2021 and January 31, 2022.  In
his plea, he has claimed contradictions
between the victim’s complaint and 
testimony, alleging that the police
forced the victim to file the complaint. 

He has questioned the reliability of
evidence such as stains reportedly
found on a bed years later. Prajwal has
sought quashing of the trial court’s
verdict and setting aside of his convic-
tion on the ground that the prosecu-
tion’s case is full of inconsistencies
and procedural lapses. Prajwal is facing

trial in several rape cases and his 100s
of videos of sexual abuse incidents
came to public domain in mid 2024
during Lok Sabha elections and he lost
the election.  Prajwal is grandson of
former Prime Minister Deve Gowda, who
ordered his expulsion from the party
after videos came out in public domain.

Prajwal Revanna moves Karnataka High Court
challenging conviction, life sentence in rape case

Kerala HC raps TDB for lapses in Sabarimala 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Kochi

The Kerala High Court (HC) on
Monday found the lapses in
handling valuables at the
Sabarimala temple as
“serious” and suggested a
comprehensive inspection
of the strong room led by a
retired district judge. 

A bench of Justices Raja
Vijayaraghavan V and KV
Jayakumar ordered the
inquiry after the Travancore
Devaswom Board (TDB)
Vigilance Officer filed a report
on Monday regarding the
reduced weight of the gold-
clad copper plates of the
Dwarapalaka (guardian
deity) idols at the hill shrine. 

The gold-clad copper
plates of the idols, when
removed in 2019 for fresh
gold plating, weighed 42.8

kilograms. However, when
they were produced before
the company entrusted to
carry out the gold-plating,
their weight was 38.258 kg,
The bench, which hears
Devaswom-related cases,
had earlier ordered a probe
into the matter. 

The court noted that
temple records were not
being properly maintained

and instructed that serious
lapses on the part of officials
be investigated. 

The court suggested a thor-
ough audit and orally
observed that all  
valuables, including the
Thiruvabharanam (sacred
ornaments), must be inven-
toried as part of a strong
room inspection led by a
retired district judge. It

further directed that repairs
to the sanctum doors be
carried out under the super-
vision of the temple’s
Executive Officer. 

The Vigilance Officer also
informed the court that the
gold-coated peedam
(pedestal)  of the
Dwarapalakas, earlier report-
ed missing, had been recov-
ered from the house of
sponsor Unnikrishnan Potty’s
relative. On this, the court
clarified that the inquiry
should not be limited to
Potty but should also cover
wider lapses in management
and accountability. 

The court additionally per-
mitted the TDB to reinstall
the gold-clad plates, which
had been brought back from
Chennai after repair works.
The case will be considered
again at the end of October.

SC agrees to hear
plea for permission
to perform Urs at
dargah in Gwalior
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Supreme Court (SC) has
agreed to hear a plea chal-
lenging an order that
refused to allow religious
activities, including Urs, 
at the dargah of Hazrat
Sheikh Muhammad Ghaus
in Gwalior.

The Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI)
declared the dargah as 
a protected monument 
in 1962.

The plea challenging a
June order of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court at
Gwalior came up for hearing
before a bench of Justices 
BV Nagarathna and 
R Mahadevan, which issued
notice to the Centre and
others seeking their
responses in the matter.

“Issue notice to the
respondents on the special
leave petition as well as on
the interim prayer also,”
the bench said in its
September 19 order.

The petitioner has chal-
lenged an order of a division
bench of the High Court
which dismissed the 
appeal against its single
judge’s order.

The single judge dis-
missed a plea seeking direc-
tion to the authorities to
allow the petitioner and
others to perform religious
activity like Urs and Nazam
at the site.

The High Court noted in
its order that according to
the petitioner, he was a
legal heir of Hazrat Sheikh
Muhammad Ghaus.

The petitioner informed
the High Court that in the
dargah, various religious
and cultural activities were

performed for over last 400
years but subsequent to
the ASI declaring the dargah
as a protected monument,
such activities were pro-
hibited or curtailed.

The High Court noted that
in March 2024, the petition-
er submitted an applica-
tion to the ASI requesting for
permission for performing
Urs at the dargah but the
same was denied.

Before the High Court,
the Centre’s counsel said
that tomb of Muhammad
Ghaus was a centrally pro-
tected monument and was
protected and maintained
by the ASI.

The High Court noted that
tomb of Muhammad Ghaus
was situated in Gwalior and
admittedly, it was a central-
ly protected monument and
declared as national monu-
ment way back in 1962.

It  further noted, in 
the premises, tombs of
music maestro Tansen 
and Muhammad Ghaus
were constructed.

“In fact it is the duty of the
ASI and district administra-
tion to protect this monu-
ment of national impor-
tance with utmost care and
strictness so that such
ancient monument carrying
history and culture into its
ambit, be preserved for pos-
terity,” the High Court said.

The High Court said it
deserves to be protected
with utmost care and
caution and no activity as
sought by the petitioner
could be permitted.

While dismissing the
appeal, the High Court
further said the petitioner
had not challenged the ASI’s
March 2024 order which
rejected his application. 

X to appeal against Karnataka HC verdict
dismissing petition against Govt takedown order

Sabarimala temple



DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 

In the towering edifice of education, teachers and school
leaders are often portrayed as tireless sentinels —
guardians of knowledge and architects of young minds.
Yet behind the chalk-streaked hands, carefully drafted
lesson plans, and calm demeanours lies a truth often
overlooked: educators are not superhuman. 

They are ordinary individuals, subject to the same anx-
ieties, stress, and emotional upheavals as anyone else.
Parental expectations, though rooted in care, frequent-
ly slip into the realm of the unrealistic. Many parents look
to schools for an all-encompassing package — academ-
ic excellence, flawless character development, and
thriving co-curricular participation. Teachers are expect-
ed to be endlessly patient, perpetually creative, and infi-

nitely available. Few pause to consider the immense
burden these demands place upon those already
stretched thin. A teacher is far more than a conveyor of
knowledge. They are mentors, counsellors,
and sometimes even surrogate parents.
Beyond the classroom, they balance
lesson preparation, assessments, admin-
istrative duties, and the ever-shifting
landscape of digital education. The pandemic amplified
this reality. They are expected to resolve conflicts with
Solomon — like wisdom, enforce discipline with delica-
cy, and oversee complex institutions with machine-like
precision. To many, a school leader becomes less of a
person and more of a system — programmed for
endless productivity. Yet beneath the polished exterior
lies a human being wrestling with sleepless nights, per-
sonal dilemmas, and the crushing responsibility of
shaping an institution.

This tendency to view educators as functionaries
reflects a troubling dehumanisation of the profession.
It overlooks the daily emotional labour: the quiet
encouragement offered to a timid child, the patient rep-
etition of a concept until understanding blooms, or the
discreet attention given to a struggling student’s mental
health. These gestures, rooted in empathy and connec-
tion, rarely feature in report cards or school rankings,

yet they define the essence of teaching. Like everyone
else, teachers and school leaders require rest, validation,
and compassion. A single word of appreciation from a

parent, a gesture of trust, or even the acknowl-
edgement of “you are doing enough” can reju-
venate a weary educator. It is time, therefore,
to recalibrate the parent-teacher relationship
from one of demand and delivery to one of part-

nership. The irony is striking: while schools emphasise
emotional intelligence for students, society often disre-
gards the emotional ecosystem of those who teach.
Teachers may be showered with ceremonial praise, but
in moments of difficulty, they are reduced to faceless pro-
fessionals. What is needed is not episodic reverence but
sustained recognition of their humanity. 

As each school year unfolds, it is worth remembering:
a teacher’s smile may conceal exhaustion, and a prin-
cipal’s calm may hide turmoil. To humanise educators
is not to excuse inefficiency but to affirm that they, too,
deserve grace and understanding. Only when we accept
that teachers are human and leaders are not machines
can we nurture an education system rooted in compas-
sion. A cared-for teacher, after all, is the surest catalyst
for a cared-for generation.
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tiplies. Suppress him in one corner, and he rises
in ten others. Is this not the story of our climate
crisis?  Burn one forest, and ten new wildfires
break out. Melt one glacier, and whole chains of
ice collapse. Release one pollutant, and it mul-
tiplies through soil, air, and ocean. Raktabija is
the image of ecological feedback loops: problems
that multiply when mishandled. This is why
Raktabija has haunted the Indian imagination
for centuries. At this moment, Kali emerges from
Ambika. She does what no one else can: she
drinks Raktabija’s blood before it touches the
ground. By taking it in, she ends the chain of mul-
tiplication. This is not violence but the highest
compassion. Usually, what is foul, we throw
away. But then it festers elsewhere. True
strength is not in rejection but in digesting and
transforming. That is why the tradition places Kali
beside Shiva, who holds the halahala in his throat.
Both point to the same truth: greatness is the
power to absorb poison without being poi-
soned.It is the highest image of restoration.

A toxin already spread in soil or water cannot
be ignored; it must be neutralised.  Anger or
greed within, if only repressed, multiplies. It must
be faced and made harmless. Kali drinking the
blood is this lesson: what wounds the world can
be healed only when it is fully taken in and ren-
dered powerless.

Finally, Shumbh and Nishumbh fall. And what
does the Saptashati say? Not that the devas held
a festival. It says: the rivers cleared, the winds
cooled, the mountains healed, the forests
revived. Victory is not measured in thrones or
flags. Victory is when prakriti is restored. When
exploitation ends, nature returns to balance.

For our age, this is the test too. We will know
the demon has fallen not when markets rise, but
when the Yamuna runs clear, when North
India’s skies are no longer poison, when
Himalayan floods no longer wash away villages,
when children can breathe without choking.

The third charitra also clarifies another con-
fusion: the nature of bali or sacrifice. True sac-
rifice is not the killing of helpless animals. The
Goddess never asked for that. The Saptashati

shows seekers who gave up food and comfort,
who reduced indulgence as their offering.The real
bali is to surrender what you cling to most: your
body’s indulgence, your ego’s pride. Today, that
means offering our greed. Not goats on an altar,
but our addiction to plastics, flights, and fossil
fuels. To kill an innocent animal is cruelty; to kill
your own craving is worship.

Navratri, then, is not a seasonal carnival. It is
a rehearsal of truth. Shumbh and Nishumbh are
not figures of the past; they are present tenden-
cies. They live wherever there is exploitation
without love. Raktabija walks wherever harm
multiplies by being mishandled. To worship Devi
is to recognise her everywhere: in water, in air,
in the sparrow, in the grain of rice. To worship
Devi is to oppose what violates her: the ritual that
calls violence “sacrifice”, the appetite that calls
plunder “progress”, the indulgence that calls itself
love. To worship Devi is also to restore: to cleanse,
to absorb, to make whole what has been
wounded.

The Durga Saptashati closes with two seekers,
a king and a merchant. The king asks for his lost
kingdom; the merchant asks for freedom. To
both, the Mother replies: “Whatever you ask, I
grant. But know this — liberation comes only
through knowledge.” Even Devi does not bypass
this law. Bhakti, worship, sacrifice, all are mean-
ingful only when they lead to clarity. Without
right knowledge, the cycle of defeat and restora-
tion repeats endlessly. With knowledge, the
chain is broken. For our age too, this is the final
lesson. The climate crisis is not of technology but
of ignorance. We know how to plant trees and
generate energy. What we do not know is how
to restrain our greed. Without this knowledge,
every solution becomes another problem, every
cure another Raktabija. 

Navratri is therefore not just about outer
restoration. It is about inner illumination.
Liberation is knowledge, and knowledge is
restoration. Until man knows himself, no river
will run clean, no forest will stand safe. To
worship Devi is to end the demon within; only
then will the earth be free.

Editor’s

India is a country where cricket is no less than a religion,
people pray for the victory of their team, and when the team
wins, they are naturally elated and celebrate it as a festival. If
the victory is over the arch-rivals Pakistan, the enthusiasm of
fans is tenfold. People throughout the country came out in
large numbers to celebrate the victory of the Indian team
over Pakistan in the Asia Cup final.

Indeed, it was a well-deserved victory for India as it
displayed resilience, skill, and composure under pressure
moments to emerge victorious. The cricketing triumph often
spills over to national pride, inspiring millions of youth
across the country to channelise their energies in a
constructive way.

The game was a spectator’s delight. One witnessed
breathtaking fielding, clever bowling variations, and batting
performances that made it lift the cup. In the end, it was not
just talent but determination and teamwork that secured
India’s well-deserved victory-virtues that are so much
required for nation-building.

The celebrations that followed were as much a reflection of
collective joy. Politicians across party lines congratulated the
team for their spectacular success. Social media buzzed with
congratulations from politicians, sports icons, and cultural
figures, all emphasising that this victory was a tribute to
India’s spirit and talent.

Beyond the immediate thrill of victory, it also gives us a
moment to ponder over the regional politics that are often
marred by discontent and conflict. In fact, there was even a
point of view that India should not play Pakistan. Thankfully,
the game happened. If politicians can seize this moment to
improve relations with the neighbours, it would be in
everybody’s favour.

Former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee once famously
said we can change our friends but not our neighbours; thus,
we need to befriend Pakistan. Indeed, cricket can be a bridge
that both countries can connect through. For the millions of
fans who stayed glued to their screens, this victory is more
than just a trophy; it is a shared celebration of identity,
perseverance, and pride. It is a story of individuals coming
together for a common goal, of discipline meeting
opportunity, and of talent rising to the occasion.

Politicians, too, recognised this symbolic resonance,
noting that victories like these inspire national unity and
optimism, especially in times when the country seeks
aspirational stories. India’s Asia Cup triumph over Pakistan
will be remembered not only for the thrilling match but also
for the moment when two countries decided to set aside their
differences and play the game in the spirit of the game. It
would not be wrong to say that cricket transcends boundaries
and brings together hearts and minds. If you have scores to
settle, do it on a cricket ground!

Beyond the thrill of sport, this win is a testament to skill,
teamwork, and resilience — qualities that have united

fans, leaders, and the country in shared pride

India victorious
again and again

West acknowledges Palestinian state
A wave of Western recognition of Palestine is in
progress, with nations championing the cause of
human rights and alleging that Israel is committing
genocide in Gaza. Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu has
termed “the calls to create a Palestinian state... consti-
tute an absurd prize for terrorism”. 

Palestinians have endured Israeli occupation for
decades. However, the unprovoked aggression by
Hamas on October 7, 2023, killing 1,200 innocent Jews
and taking 250 civilians hostage, was nothing but
mayhem. How can Hamas terrorists kidnap, torture,
rape and behead women and children, spit on their
bodies, shout Allahu Akbar, and then claim martyrdom
and a place in Jannah?

Such acts are evil personified, pure savagery. Israel
does not believe in Gandhi’s policy of turning the
other cheek. 

Their doctrine has been to retaliate twice as hard, a
stance that enabled survival against Arab onslaughts
in 1948, 1967 and 1973. After the inhuman atrocities of
Hamas, mercy is far from Israeli minds. The ordinary
people of Gaza remain the true sufferers. If Hamas truly
cared for them, they would by now have returned the
remaining hostages to Israel.

SUBRAT ROUT | MUMBAI

Film stars misjudge political support
This refers to the report “Political blame game clouds
TN stampede”. A tragic misconception by film stars in
India is their belief that the large crowds flocking to see
them are their devoted followers who will unquestion-
ingly support them in politics.

Apart from MGR, NTR and Jayalalitha, no actor has
really succeeded in politics or lasted long at the top.
Yet, actors such as Vijay, Kamal Haasan, Rajinikanth,
Rajesh Khanna, Shatrughan Sinha and many others,
whose fans gather in great numbers, have often mis-
taken such gatherings as a guarantee of votes.

The Karur tragedy, where fans of Vijay were killed in
a stampede, reflects the dangers of this illusion. Such
crowds consist of admirers, not necessarily voters. The
belief that popularity on screen translates into politi-
cal acceptance is deeply flawed. 

Politicians must recognise that people today vote for
ideology and governance, not stardom. It is time actors
themselves acknowledged this truth, before more lives
are lost to reckless displays of celebrity-driven politics.
It is crucial that actors recognise the difference
between cinematic popularity and political 
mandate to prevent further tragedies caused by
celebrity-driven politics.

NS RAJAN | BANGALORE

India wins T20 Asia Cup
Apropos the report “India crowned Asia Cup Kings” (The
Pioneer, September 29, 2025). World Champions India
added the T20 Asia Cup crown with a nerve-shredding
five-wicket win over arch-rivals Pakistan in Dubai, a
finale as dramatic as the rivalry itself. 

Chasing 147, India were reeling at 20/3, with Abhishek
Sharma, Suryakumar Yadav and Shubman Gill back in
the pavilion within four overs. 

But Tilak Varma, calm and composed, struck a
nerveless 69 off 53 balls, anchoring the innings with
support from Sanju Samson and later Shivam Dube.
Together they stitched vital partnerships that swung the
game decisively. Earlier, Pakistan looked strong at 113/1,
but the Indian spin trio of Varun Chakravarthy, Kuldeep
Yadav and Axar Patel ran through the middle and lower
order, taking eight wickets between them. Kuldeep was
the standout performer with 4/30, as Pakistan collapsed
spectacularly to 146 all out in 19.1 overs.

Tilak’s composure, capped by a last-over six off Haris
Rauf, sealed the match and etched his name into India’s
T20 folklore. This nail-biting victory over Pakistan in the
T20 Asia Cup final, anchored by a nerveless 69 from Tilak
Varma, proved India’s continued dominance in short-
format cricket.

SANJAY CHOPRA | MOHALI
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This Navratri, as the planet reels under record heat-
waves, poisoned rivers, and collapsing forests, the
hymn “Ya Devi Sarvabhuteshu…” takes on an
urgent meaning. We are not only invoking a
distant goddess. We are calling upon the very
breath that keeps us alive: the rivers, the winds,
the forests, the food on our plate. The Durga
Saptashati’s third charitra says it without hesita-
tion: when the demons Shumbh and Nishumbh
were vanquished, rivers flowed clean, the air
turned cool, and mountains and forests healed.
The Goddess’s victory was the Earth’s restoration.
The sages were not naïve. They saw that when-
ever adharma rises, an important casualty is
nature. The health of rivers and the coolness of
the wind are the truest measures of whether
dharma or adharma rules. That is why the text
ends its long battle not with the devas celebrat-
ing, but with the land itself breathing again.

After Mahishasura’s death, the devas had
rejoiced, but their joy was short-lived. New
demons rose, and again the gods lost their
dominion. What do they do when defeated? They
do not persist in arrogance. They remember the
Mother. On the banks of the Ganga in the
Himalaya, they bow and pray: “O Devi, you dwell
as strength in all beings, as memory, as intelli-
gence, as hunger, as satisfaction. Whatever we see,
whatever we feel, it is you.” 

This catalogue is deliberate. By naming hunger,
memory, delusion, forgiveness, and even forget-
fulness as Devi, the devas remind themselves:
nothing here is outside prakriti. For us today, this
is the forgotten lesson. The grain of rice, the
sparrow, the soil, the monsoon, all are Devi. To
forget this is to treat fragments of the world as
independent, available for exploitation. To forget
is to invite demons back into power.

Into this recognition comes the demon. Shumbh
and Nishumbh, intoxicated with conquest, hear
of a radiant woman wandering in the mountains.
Their emissaries go to her with what they call a
proposal. But the “proposal” is only a threat. If she
will not come willingly, they will drag her by the
hair. This is the heart of the rakshasa: to treat the
sacred as an object of possession. No reverence,
only appetite. This is no myth. We are the
demons. We strip forests for contracts, divert rivers
into pipelines, blast mountains for mining blocks.
Shumbh and Nishumbh live wherever the earth
is treated as property to be plundered rather than
a mother to be revered.

The battle begins. A lesser demon is killed by
the sound of Devi’s voice. Others follow: Chanda
and Munda, and finally Raktabija. Raktabija is the
most profound symbol. Every drop of his blood
births another of his kind. Strike him, and he mul-

LIBERATION IS
KNOWLEDGE, AND

KNOWLEDGE IS
RESTORATION.

UNTIL MAN KNOWS
HIMSELF, NO RIVER
WILL RUN CLEAN,
NO FOREST WILL
STAND SAFE. TO
WORSHIP DEVI IS

TO END THE
DEMON WITHIN;
ONLY THEN WILL

THE EARTH BE
FREE

The ontology of teaching and the burdened self

Devotees perform traditional rituals on Maha Saptami during the 
Durga Puja celebrations in Kolkata.
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PIC TALK

Amid severe flooding and

relentless rains across

Maharashtra, the demand made

by Congress Legislature Party

(CLP) leader Vijay Wadettiwar for

an immediate special session of

the state legislature to discuss the

escalating crisis and damage is

both urgent and justified. The

dire situation in Marathwada,

Vidarbha, and western

Maharashtra calls for the

Government to declare a “wet

drought” and announce a

comprehensive relief and

rehabilitation package for

affected farmers and residents. 

This natural calamity has left

farmers and ordinary citizens in

deep distress. Standing crops on

over four lakh hectares have

been destroyed, while farmlands

have been washed away,

rendering months of toil futile.

Livestock losses, collapsed

houses, and casualties have

further compounded the tragedy.

Essential infrastructure has also

been devastated: electric poles

and power lines lie scattered,

major roads linking villages and

towns have caved in, and

contaminated drinking water has

triggered serious health risks.

In such circumstances, the

Government must act decisively.

Immediate fulfilment of previous

promises of farm loan waivers,

transparent and swift

compensation for crop and

property losses, and health

safeguards are imperative. Relief

should be based on thorough,

ground-level assessments and

delivered without bureaucratic

delays. Maharashtra cannot

afford half-measures. The people

need urgency, empathy, and

accountability.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI
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In a world where exploitation and greed mirror the demons of old, Navratri is a reminder that true worship, true sacrifice, and
true restoration begin with reverence for nature — and the courage to confront the poison within ourselves
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This mismatch goes beyond technical
skills. The World Bank has found that
employers value problem-solving, collab-
oration, and emotional intelligence as
highly as they do coding or engineering.
Candidates possessing these “human
skills” not only find jobs more easily but
also tend to earn higher salaries.

The Innovation Gap
The lack of 21st-century skills also con-
tributes to India’s “ingenuity gap.” Despite
being the world’s fourth-largest economy,
India invests less than 0.7 per cent of its
GDP in research and development, com-
pared to 2.4 per cent in China and over 3
per cent in the US. 
As a result, while China filed nearly
800,000 patents in 2023, India managed
to file barely 30,000.

This disparity is not due to a lack of cre-
ativity among Indian youth; rather, it
stems from the educational system,
which rarely fosters creative thinking.
Rote learning and high-stakes exams
leave little room for curiosity, design
thinking, or problem-solving. Unless India
incorporates these skills into its education
system, it risks remaining a consumer of
global innovations rather than a creator.

Why 21st-Century Skills Matter
The workplace is undergoing rapid trans-
formation, leaving traditional textbooks
far behind. As clerical roles decline, jobs
in renewable energy, artificial intelli-
gence, fintech, and biotech emerge as
dominant forces. The Future Jobs Report
2025 makes it clear: nearly 40 per cent of
today’s skills will be obsolete by 2030.

Take Suman, a remarkable young
woman from Rajasthan, who seized the
opportunity to join a coding bootcamp
run by a non-profit organisation. In just
six months, she went from learning to
write software to successfully leading a
project team. Her emotional intelligence
and collaborative skills — developed
through intensive group work — enabled
her to secure a remote position with a US-
based company.

Stories like Suman’s unequivocally
demonstrate that 21st-century skills tran-
scend mere employability; they embody
dignity, confidence, and mobility.
Research reinforces this, showing that stu-
dents equipped with strong social-emo-
tional skills excel academically, enjoy
greater well-being, and are less suscep-
tible to stress.

However, achieving these outcomes

demands systemic change. Significant
infrastructure gaps persist: only 57 per
cent of schools currently have access to
computers, and a mere 54 per cent are
connected to the internet. Rural schools
are disproportionately affected; in many
villages, children encounter a laptop
only for the first time at exam centres.
Additionally, teacher preparedness and
training are woefully inadequate. 

Many educators lack the digital litera-
cy and pedagogical tools necessary to cul-
tivate creativity and critical thinking.
Overwhelmed by the need to complete
syllabi, they often resort to rote teaching.

Social inequities exacerbate this divide,
impacting gender, geography, and disabil-
ities. Only 36 per cent of rural adolescent
girls own a smartphone, severely limiting
their access to digital learning opportu-
nities. Tribal students and children with
disabilities frequently face a lack of
accessible content. 

Moreover, outdated assessment
systems continue to prioritise memorisa-
tion over innovation. Until these assess-
ments evolve, schools will have little
incentive to focus on problem-solving or
collaboration.

To confront these challenges head-on,

we must take decisive action on five crit-
ical fronts:

Curriculum Reform: 21st-century skills
must be treated as foundational —
essential, not optional or vocational.
They should be integrated across all
subjects, rather than tacked on as sep-
arate modules.
Teacher Empowerment: We must
revise training frameworks, provide
ongoing professional development,
and equip teachers with the digital and
social-emotional learning tools they
need to succeed.
Equity and Access: Bridging the digital
divide is imperative. We need to imple-
ment low-cost innovations such as
offline content, peer-led clubs, and
multilingual resources.
Assessment Innovation: It is crucial to
shift towards project-based evalua-
tions, portfolios, and digital badges that
accurately reflect creativity, teamwork,
and problem-solving abilities.
Partnerships: We must leverage CSR
funds, edtech platforms, and industry
collaborations to scale pilot pro-
grammes and embed essential skill sets
into national initiatives.

A National Imperative
This is not just about making Indian youth
employable; it is fundamentally about
nation-building. Establishing a robust
skilling ecosystem is essential for gener-
ating jobs domestically while preparing
our youth for employment-linked migra-
tion, as Western countries actively seek
skilled workers. This “circular flow of
talent” will undoubtedly enrich India
through remittances, cross-cultural expe-
riences, and global networks, transform-
ing our demographic dividend into a
strategic global advantage.

Ravi’s frustration and Suman’s success
underscore a critical truth: skills differen-
tiate stagnation from mobility and despair
from dignity. If India seizes this moment,
our young people can emerge as the
world’s most dynamic workforce, pro-
pelling not only national growth but
also global progress. 

The choice is clear, and the path
forward is undeniable. The imperative is
not whether India can afford to invest in
21st-century skills, but how swiftly and
effectively it can do so. The time for action
is now. It is our responsibility to ensure
that every student is equipped with the
skills necessary to thrive in the 21st
century.

Pakistan has long carried a reputation for
betrayal. But when one of its prime terrorists
speaks of being betrayed, the story demands
attention. In February 1991, this journalist sat
down with Bitta Karate (Farooq Ahmed Dar), the
notorious butcher of Kashmiri Pandits, in Kot
Bhalwal Jail. Decoding his revelations took time,
but what emerged exposed a grim nexus of
fanaticism, manipulation, and treachery.

Bitta Karate, a self-confessed fanatic, admit-
ted to killing 20 people, most of them Kashmiri
Pandits. When asked hypothetically if he would
have killed his own brother or mother, he
answered without hesitation: yes. He execut-
ed these murders under orders from his ‘Area
Commander’, Ishfaq Majid Wani, who was later
killed in an encounter. J N Saxena, then DGP of
Jammu & Kashmir, described him as a “compul-
sive killer” capable of gruesome acts even in
front of women and children.

But the deeper story was one of betrayal. Bitta
revealed that in 1988, when he crossed into
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (POK) for
training, Pakistan had promised him
that, while he caused mayhem inside
the Valley, they would attack India
from the outside. That promise was
never kept. “Bahut dhokha hua hai,” he said —
a profound sense of being deceived.

This betrayal was not personal; it was system-
atic. Pakistan switched support from the
Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) to
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, transferring weapons,
resources, and strategic cover. The shift coin-
cided with the December 1989 kidnapping of
Rubaiyya Sayeed, daughter of the then Union
Home Minister. Suddenly, JKLF found itself
opposed not only by India and Hizb but also by
the aggrieved Kashmiri Hindus.

While both JKLF and Hizb originated from the
same jihadi network and ostensibly champi-
oned ‘Kashmiriyat,’ their end goals diverged
sharply. JKLF sought an independent Kashmir,
whereas Hizb aimed for merger with Pakistan.
Initially, Pakistan leveraged JKLF’s secessionist
sentiment to spark unrest. 

But once violence escalated, Pakistan
switched allegiance to Hizb, ensuring that
Kashmir would align with its own strategic
interests. JKLF’s idealistic jihad was discarded
for Pakistan’s pragmatic agenda.

The consequences were devastating. The fall

of JKLF led to a decline in popular support
among Kashmiri Muslims, while Hizb’s deadlier
presence intensified the terror. During
Rubaiyya’s captivity, intelligence and policing
in the Valley collapsed. Once she was released
in exchange for five terrorists, the atmos-
phere became lethal for Hindus. On the night
of 19-20 January 1990, mosques broadcast a
stark ultimatum: convert, die, or leave. Pandits,
facing killings, abductions, and assaults, fled en
masse, abandoning homes, jobs, and posses-

sions.
In response, the central gov-

ernment appointed Jagmohan as
Governor, imposing central rule to
restore order. His decisive action

on Republic Day 1990-shoot-at-sight orders for
violators — sent jihadis scrambling and prevent-
ed a declaration of an “independent Islamic
Republic” of Kashmir.

Bitta Karate later realised why Pakistani
trainers had blindfolded recruits in POK:
Pakistan had been orchestrating a double
game all along, training JKLF and Hizb cadres
simultaneously while planning JKLF’s destruc-
tion. For the terrorists, it was a lesson in cold
betrayal.

In the end, the story of Bitta Karate is one of
mirrored treachery. Monsters like him betrayed
their homeland through violence, while
Pakistan betrayed the very instruments of
that violence. It was a lesson in fanaticism,
manipulation, and the brutal reality that in this
theatre of terror, loyalty was always condition-
al — and betrayal, inevitable.

When the US administration recently announced
a staggering $100,000 fee on new H1B visa appli-
cations, it sent shockwaves across the global tech-
nology sector. For India, whose IT industry has
long relied on the H1B programme to deploy
skilled professionals to the United States, the
announcement initially triggered alarm. The
immediate concern was clear: such an unprece-
dented increase in costs could disrupt the busi-
ness models of Indian IT firms, undermine com-
petitiveness, and severely limit opportunities for
talented professionals seeking positions in
Silicon Valley and other US tech hubs. Yet, as the
initial shock subsides, a deeper per-
spective emerges. What appears to
be a formidable barrier may, in fact,
represent a historic opportunity for
India’s technology sector. By com-
pelling a reconsideration of the
decades-old dependence on sending talent
abroad, the new H1B fee could catalyse structur-
al changes that strengthen domestic innovation,
retain top talent, expand offshore delivery capa-
bilities, and reposition India as a global technol-
ogy powerhouse.

The immediate financial implications are
undeniable. Analysts estimate that large Indian
IT firms could face additional immigration costs
ranging from $150 million to $550 million annu-
ally. For companies that operate with already thin
project margins, this is a substantial disruption.
However, India’s IT sector has consistently
demonstrated resilience in the face of external
shocks. From navigating the Y2K scare to weath-
ering the 2008 global financial crisis, the indus-
try has repeatedly turned crises into opportuni-
ties, recalibrating business models and emerg-
ing stronger. This latest challenge is likely to follow
the same trajectory. Instead of sending large
numbers of engineers to the US at prohibitive
costs, companies are expected to increasingly
execute projects domestically. India’s vast pool
of highly skilled professionals can deliver world-
class results at a fraction of the expense, making
it economically sensible to shift project execu-
tion home. This recalibration transforms India
from a support base into the core engine of global
technology delivery. A key driver of this transfor-
mation is the growth of Global Capability Centres
(GCCs), also known as captive centres. These off-
shore hubs, established by multinational corpo-
rations to manage technology, innovation, and

back-office functions, already represent a $60
billion industry in India, employing more than 1.6
million professionals. Rising costs of US staffing
will further tilt the balance in India’s favour.
Projections suggest GCCs could grow into a $100
billion sector by 2030, providing employment for
nearly three million people. This is more than
revenue growth — it signals a structural realign-
ment in global technology delivery, with India
emerging as the anchor point for multinational
operations. Perhaps the most profound long-term
effect of the H1B order lies in its potential impact
on India’s talent pool. For decades, some of the
country’s brightest minds migrated abroad, par-
ticularly to Silicon Valley, in search of better oppor-
tunities. This outward flow created innovation
gaps at home, depriving India of the ability to fully
harness its intellectual capital. The steep visa fee
may reverse this trend, encouraging talented pro-
fessionals to remain in India or return from
abroad. Such repatriation could significantly
strengthen India’s position in emerging technolo-

gies including artificial intelligence,
cybersecurity, semiconductor design,
financial technology, and advanced
software engineering. 

Historical precedent supports this
expectation. Earlier US visa restric-

tions led to a 27 per cent increase in foreign affil-
iate employment within India, translating into
high-value domestic jobs. By creating meaning-
ful opportunities locally, Indian IT firms can retain
talent and deploy it to develop globally compet-
itive solutions from Indian soil, thereby transform-
ing the perceived disadvantage of US policy into
a strategic advantage. The visa disruption also
compels companies to rethink broader business
strategies. With nearly 57 per cent of Indian IT
export earnings currently concentrated in the US,
the industry is vulnerable to policy shifts in
Washington. The new fee serves as a catalyst for
geographic diversification, encouraging firms to
expand into Europe, Asia-Pacific, the Middle East,
and Africa, while exploring nearshoring options
in Canada and Mexico. By spreading risk and
broadening their global footprint, Indian IT
companies can enhance resilience and strength-
en influence across multiple markets.

Simultaneously, rising costs of onsite staffing
will accelerate technology-driven efficiencies.
Companies are likely to invest more aggressive-
ly in automation, artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and cloud-based delivery models.
Reducing dependence on the physical relocation
of workers enhances productivity, scalability, and
speed, transforming India’s IT sector into a
leaner, digitally empowered powerhouse. What
was intended as a barrier thus becomes a cata-
lyst for operational innovation.

Government intervention will be crucial in con-
verting this challenge into a long-term advantage.

Strategic facilitation through capital, infrastruc-
ture, and policy support can amplify the bene-
fits. A professionally managed, multi-billion-
dollar “Viksit Bharat Innovation Fund” focused on
deep-tech and frontier technologies could
provide critical seed and early-stage capital, par-
ticularly for ventures led by returning profession-
als or domestic innovators in high-risk, high-
reward sectors such as semiconductors, biotech-
nology, and clean energy.

Policy frameworks that ease the return of global
talent will further strengthen the ecosystem. A
dedicated “Brain Gain Portal” could provide a one-
stop platform for visas, taxation, intellectual prop-
erty protection, and business registration, reduc-
ing friction and signalling that India is ready to
nurture and scale global talent. Combined with
initiatives like Digital India and Make in India, such
measures would ensure that India does not rely
solely on remittances but builds long-term,
value-generating assets.

Ironically, US policy may deepen America’s
reliance on Indian technology services. 

As visa restrictions limit access to foreign talent,
US firms may increasingly turn to India-based
delivery models. What was designed to protect
domestic jobs could instead enhance the strate-
gic importance of Indian professionals and tech-
nology. Meanwhile, the US could face talent short-
ages in healthcare, education, and specialised
tech sectors, with potential long-term conse-
quences for innovation and competitiveness.

While short-term adjustments will involve
financial strain and strategic recalibration, the
long-term potential is far more significant. Each
project retained in India strengthens the domes-
tic ecosystem; each returning professional
enhances innovation capacity; each expanded
GCC consolidates India’s global influence. The visa
disruption may become a springboard for higher
growth, deeper innovation, and a more self-reliant
technology sector.

India’s IT industry has repeatedly turned chal-
lenges into opportunities — from Y2K to the 2008
financial crisis. The H1B disruption is likely to
follow the same path. By retaining talent,
embracing automation, diversifying markets, and
aligning with government-backed innovation ini-
tiatives, Indian IT can not only weather the dis-
ruption but emerge stronger than ever. What was
intended as a barrier — a $100,000 H1B fee-may,
paradoxically, become the spark that ignites
India’s next era of technological leadership, driven
not from Silicon Valley, but from Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Pune, and Gurugram.

How India’s IT sector can thrive 

amid Trump’s H-1B roadblock
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Ravi, a 22-year-old from Bihar, is the first in
his family to graduate from college. He
studied hard, passed his exams, and earned
a degree in commerce. However, after
two years of job hunting in Delhi, he still
works as a delivery rider. His issue isn’t a
lack of effort; it’s a lack of skills. Employers
expect him to be proficient in Excel analyt-
ics, problem-solving, and communication
in English, none of which were included in
his curriculum. 

Ravi’s story isn’t unique — it serves as a
warning. India boasts the world’s largest
pool of young people, but without the right
skills, this demographic advantage could
turn into a demographic disaster.

Failure to act is not an option. The con-
sequences of inaction will be dire: millions
of educated but under-skilled youth will be
trapped in low-paying jobs, igniting frustra-
tion and deepening inequality. Recently, we
have seen unrest in Nepal, as well as
earlier in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, where
jobless youth turn their anger against
political elites. India must heed these
warning signs.

The Employability Dilemma
According to the latest Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) data released on 15
September by the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation (MoSPI),
unemployment among young women has
increased significantly. The unemploy-
ment rate for urban females aged 15-29 
has risen to 25.7 per cent, over 10 percent-
age points higher than the rate for 
young urban males, which stands at 15.6 
per cent. 
The India Skills Report 2025 presents a stark
reality: only 55 per cent of India’s youth are
employable this year. Nearly one in two
young Indians entering the job market is
unprepared for roles requiring adaptabil-
ity, digital fluency, and resilience. The
National Skill Development Corporation
warns of a projected shortfall of 29 million
workers in high-demand sectors like 
artificial intelligence (AI), semiconductors,
healthcare and wellness, and green 
technology.

21st-century skills: India’s passport to the future
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On September 17, 2025, State Bank of India (SBI), the
country’s largest lender, reaped hefty gains from an
emergency rescue mission. It was possibly forced on
it by the Government, which wished to prevent a
banking panic. In March 2020, SBI paid `10 per share
to buy a 49 per cent stake in Yes Bank, an ailing private
bank that was on the brink of a complete collapse. Well,
there was no option. The private bank had to be saved,
the banking system needed to survive. SBI, being the
Government’s banker, had to step in.

Almost 66 months later, India’s largest bank sold a
minor 13.18 per cent of Yes Bank to Japan’s Sumitomo
Mitsui Banking Corporation for more than twice the
price. Earlier too, SBI got rid of the shares in piecemeal
fashion, and now own just over 10 per cent in Yes Bank.
According to media reports, the windfall may ensure
that SBI remains India’s most profitable company in
the July-September quarter. It topped the June quarter
chart with a post-tax profit of `19,160 crore, comfort-
ably ahead of Reliance Industries’ `17,904 crore.

“Banks aspire to keep cost-to-income ratio below 50
per cent through the cycle. The Yes Bank stake sale offer
is locked in at ̀ 21.5/share (compared to purchase price
of `10). This is a binding contract and the period has
not lapsed yet,” states a report by ICICI Securities. SBI’s
stock price bumped a few notches on the day the deal
was announced. In fact, since August 29 this year, the
share price has zoomed by over 8.5 per cent in four
weeks. The rise is much higher, at nearly 13 per cent,
in the past six months.

SBI delivered a decent quarterly performance, sup-
ported by healthy broad-based loan growth, and
improved profitability. This was on the back of strong
operating efficiency, amid high provision expense in
a seasonally weak quarter. According to PL Capital, the
bank’s asset quality remains strong, as net slippages
were 20 basis points lower at 49 basis points despite
Q1 generally seeing more stress. The Net Interest
Income was ̀ 410.7 billion, while the Net Interest Margin
was weaker at 2.76 per cent compared to PL Capital
estimates. Loans grew 11.9 per cent year-on-year and
deposits rose 11.7 per cent. Overall, PAT (Profit After Tax)
came in at `191.6 billion.

According to LKP Securities, the bank’s management
maintains its guidance of credit growth to be 12-13 per
cent in FY26, supported by the corporate segment with
a pipeline of Rs 7 trillion. The bank remains confident
in maintaining RoA (Return on Assets) and RoE (return
on Equity) levels above one per cent and 15 per cent,
respectively.

While the growth in express credit cards is muted,
SBI plans to grow the unsecured personal loan
segment, especially among Government employees.
The bank expects continued robust growth in home
loans. Gold loans, which have turned into a fad due to
continuous rise in gold prices, are being pursued as
an opportunistic growth area, driven by market
demand and price increases.

“The bank believes that the cost of deposits has
peaked at 5.2 per cent (five per cent in Q1-FY25), while
slight increase is expected due to customers locking
in fixed deposits,” states a recent report by LKP
Securities. Like a few others, SBI Research has recent-
ly urged the central bank to cut interest rates due to
benign retail inflation, and GST 2.0 that will keep prices
suppressed. There is merit in a rate cut because the
impact of the American tariffs is showing in the
country’s economic activity. Others have urged caution,
and status quo.

According to Emkay Securities, on the corporate front
the bank expects recovery momentum to continue,
leading to a steady decline in NPAs (Non-Performing
Assets), and thus lower credit cost. “The bank projects
credit growth of ~12 per cent (with an upward bias),
led by corporate credit growth at 10-11 per cent, and
MSME (mid-level and small-scale units) growth at 19-
20 per cent,” it adds.

However, the Net Interest Margin is likely to be U-
shaped, moderating in Q1 and Q2, before improving,
as deposit repricing and CRR (Cash Reserve Ratio) ben-
efits aid margins. Some of the brokerages expect a
margin of three per cent in FY26. The bak seems opti-
mistic about the future growth trajectory, which will
be led by a revamped digital offering, and demand
revival due to the ongoing festive season and tax ben-
efits. “Personal gold loan growth jumped 79 per cent
Year-on-year (up 27 per cent Quarter-on-Quarter),
though (it was) off a low base. Share of personal gold
loans has now reached 1.5 per cent versus 1.2 per cent
in Q4-FY25, and 0.9 per cent in Q1-FY25,” according to
a report by ICICI Securities.

“SBI is well-positioned to capitalise on improving
macro conditions. Hence, we reiterate our BUY
rating… with a Sum-of-the-Parts (SOTP)-based target
price of ` 908,” states a report by LKP Securities.
“While most banks surprised negatively on core earn-
ings for Q1-FY26, SBI delivered superior results.
(Hence) we keep… SOTP-based TP (Target Price) at
`960,” states a report by PL capital. The current price
is around `870.

Call it an intricate, intriguing, involved, and
interesting story about the House of Tata. It
has a few cracks, which require the involve-
ment of a new Mistry. There are a few Jacks,
like in a pack of cards, who feel they can usurp
the existing Queens, Kings, and Aces. A hack,
in the form of a cyberattack, has left a
leading jewel in the empire prone to a huge
loss. Mix in a few financial quacks, who have
influenced the forthcoming, high-flyer IPO
(Initial Public Offering) of Tata Capital, which
involves the sale of shares by the parent, Tata
Sons. Now, one gets a sense of the plot that
engulfs the Tata Group. It includes different
families, professionals, trustees, and tech-
nocrats, apart from the usual crop of regula-
tors, and industry shakers.

Tata Sons, the holding company that
owns stakes in most of the empire’s most-
expensive jewels, is warped in egoistic and
regulatory concentric circles. The Reserve
Bank of India wants the company to be
listed, and the last date is today. Over the
years, the company has resisted, and even
changed its operations and strategy to
wriggle out of the RBI’s listing clutches. It
became debt-free, and put in an application
to get rid of the non-banking financial
company status, which makes it imperative
to go public. Tata Trusts, which own a major-
ity in Tata Sons, have categorically asked the
latter not to get its shares listed. The Mistry
family, which is a minority but powerful
shareholder, wants the opposite. Listing will
unlock the value of its stake in Tata Sons,
and help the Mistry to repay its debts.

Mistry has a long-standing love for the Tata
family, which led to the late Ratan Tata anoint-
ing the late Cyrus Mistry as the Tata Group’s
head. Hate spread because of ego issues and
personality clashes, and Cyrus was thrown out
in an unceremonious manner. Now, Tata
needs Mistry’s help to avoid the listing of Tata
Sons. The central bank has hinted that if the
shareholders reach a consensus, it may be
prone to withdraw its regulatory diktat.
There have been recent overtures between
the two groups, with Tata Sons’ chairman
having reportedly met the Mistry family. There
is a succession change in the Mistry family,
with Pallon Mistry, the son of patriarch
Shapoorji Mistry, having taken over the reins,
and Firoz Mistry, son of Cyrus, having joined
the board of Afcons Infrastructure.

However, another Mistry, Mehli, the first
cousin of Cyrus who sided with Ratan Tata
during his public spat with the Mistry family,
and who holds a key position in Tata Trusts,
has proved to be a headache. Recent reports
indicate that this Mistry, along with a few
trustees, tried to unduly influence the oper-

ations of the trusts, and sideline Noel Tata,
who took over after Ratan’s demise, and his
supporters. Several trustees, who held alle-
giance to Ratan, have resigned, possibly
due to Mehli-Noel differences, and Noel is
slowly inculcating his children in the minor
trusts, possibly as a prelude to the entry in
the major ones, which hold substantial
stakes in Tata Sons. Clearly, Noel is trying to
spread his influence and control; Mehli prob-
ably feels he holds Ratan’s legacy, and; Tata
Sons chairman, a Ratan nominee and a pro-
fessional, is insecure in some ways.

Yet another angle cannot be ignored.
During Ratan’s fight with Cyrus, and after it,
the Tata Trusts gained crucial powers over
Tata Sons. They do not wish to give them up;
a public listing will bring Tata Sons under
greater regulatory and shareholders’ scruti-
ny, which may force the trusts to back off in
the future. Sources contend that since the
trusts depend on dividends from Tata Sons
to fund their welfare activities, they wish to
retain control over the inflows. In the recent
past, the trusts needed to dig into their
reserves to fund their programmes. This was
possibly due to the impact of the Covid pan-
demic, which depressed businesses and
profits for a short while. Tussles within Tata
Trusts, and with Tata Sons, both overtly and

covertly, will need to be resolved by Tata and
Mistry families, as well as powerful profession-
als and technocrats in the group.

Tata Motors, which gained immensely
from GST 2.0, like other automakers, lost the
momentum. Its plants in Europe, which
make premium cars, were hit by a cyberat-
tack, whose impact dragged on for a longer
period than originally envisaged. In addition,
there was no insurance cover, and billions of
dollars seem to be at stake. The premium cars
face global backlash due to the environment
in China and India. The European operations
have dragged down Tata Motors’ consolidat-
ed performances for years. The hack seems
to have complicated the group’s strategy,
which is being sidetracked by the events in
Tata Sons and Tata Trusts, among other things.
Only yesterday did the Jaguar-Land Rover
operations begin to limp back to normal, after
a $2 billion support from the UK Government.

Finally, the financial quacks surrounding,
and hovering around, Tata Capital, have
ruined its IPO. A few weeks ago, the grey
market price of the share ruled at over Rs
1,000. It is now down by a third. The down-
ward movement partially pressured Tata
Capital to announce a price band of just over
`300, which marks a huge discount over the
price of the unlisted shares in the grey

market. This has trimmed down the issue
size and, thus, may reduce the earnings of
Tata Sons, which wishes to divest a part of
its stake in Tata Capital. Experts contend that
the group feared that its unlisted valuation
was quite high compared to its peers, and
it reduced the issue price band. The market
too has faced volatile conditions, and
foreign investors have taken out money from
stocks in the past few months.

Past experiences indicate that aggressive
IPO pricings of financial and other firms have
proved harmful to investors. In many cases,
the list prices did not offer any upside ben-
efits. Tata Capital does not want to be in the
same boat, and seems happy with less-
aggressive pricing. An expert told a newspa-
per that Tata Capital’s price band shows a shift
towards conservative IPO pricing, even for a
strong company with a “diversified lending
stock, and strong parentage backing its
growth.”

Still, the buyers in the unlisted market face
losses of up to 70 per cent. They may allege
manipulations in the grey market. This may
prove to be one of the reasons for the
market regulator to intervene, and address
the issues related to the grey market. At
present, some of the pre-IPO private sales are
unregulated.

There was a time, not too long ago, when the
idea of home appliances that could think for
themselves, and for you, felt like science
fiction. Sci-fi movies showed refrigerators that
knew the households’ grocery lists, and TVs that
spoke back, and listened to the owners. For
most of us, it was fantasyland, sometime in the
future. A few days ago, standing inside
Samsung’s flagship store in Mumbai’s famed
Bandra-Kurla Complex, the distance between
sci-fi imagination and reality suddenly felt con-
stricted, abridged, and narrow.

At an event, “AI Home: Future Living, Now,”
the Korean phone and home appliances giant
demonstrated how Artificial Intelligence (AI)
can now allow control of several devices, both
personal, and home-related, from a single loca-
tion, generally the mobile. The so-called future
tomorrow was in the grasp of the present,
everyday life. Samsung calls it the convergence
of Galaxy AI, Vision AI, and Bespoke AI, which
are tied together through its SmartThings
platform. On the surface it sounds like tech
jargon. But one cannot deny that this is the new
smart age of AI. 

Do not get too excited. AI still has not reached
the innovation stage, when it can receive and
act on flashy commands, though we do have
Alexa, Siri, Assistant, and Bixby. The multi-
gadget software is more about subtle observa-
tions. It studies households’ routines, learns the
rhythms and ways of how the members spend
their days and nights, and translates the patterns,
trends, and knowledge into action. In a sense,
it is a giant extension of the Internet of Things.

For example, an AC, is still considered by
many as a cold box with a remote. One turns
it off and on, swings it up and down, left to right,
and controls the temperature. Samsung shows
how AI can help the owner to determine how

long the AC runs, and switch it off via the
mobile, even if the operator is thousands of
miles away. The data that the AI collects over
time constitute the first few steps towards
slashing electricity bills, and pushing house-
holds, without their knowledge, toward less
power usages, and energy efficiencies.

The refrigerator is a case of more and
intense intimacy. AI can obviously control the
temperatures, and convertibles. It can also now
focus on behaviours. How often does a house-
hold use it? How many times is the door, or
doors, opened and shut? What is the ‘normal’
usage of the appliance? What happens if the
refrigerator’s behaviour changes suddenly?
What if it is being opened more often at night?
No need to turn on the lights, late at night, to
find out, like in that lamp advertisement,
with the tagline, ‘Roshni deta Bajaj.’

In a world where families are often scattered
across nations and cities, where sons and
daughters are forced to live separately from
elderly parents, or parents from theirs, the
behaviour patterns can relate to emergencies,
and inculcate a new era of care. A son or daugh-
ter can figure out if elderly parents are maintain-
ing their daily routines. No need to call or check,
because sometimes people lie or speak the half-
truth. Just look at the refrigerator patterns.

A simple door sensor becomes an early
warning system. Through the mobiles, the chil-
dren are alerted if something is amiss. For
example, what if the fridge has not been
opened for hours, especially during lunchtime
and dinnertime? What if the AC was not
switched on during the night, or switched on for
18 hours continuously?

Of course, once you open such doors, philo-
sophically and metaphorically, the possibili-
ties are endless. AI’s flagging of unusual

behaviours can lead to light-hearted scenar-
ios. Imagine a future, as we sketched out
earlier, when late-night fridge raids are no
longer secret. A wife, who is checking on how
many times the husband or the teenage child
opens the fridge during the night, may not be
Samsung’s punchline, but it is hard to ignore
the comic potential.

The technology is designed for efficiency and
care, yet in its quiet way it holds up a mirror to
our habits, both the mundane and mischievous.
At the centre of this AI ecosystem is the smart-
phone. Once a device for calls, texts, data, and
entertainment, it is the nervous system of a
modern lifestyle, and the modern home. It is the
screen through which data turns into insights.
The remote control is always within reach for
instant action or reaction. The hub that binds
home appliances into singular, interconnected
intelligence.

The fridge quietly gathers data, AC coldly opti-
mises usage, and the phone, in its own inim-
itable manner interprets, alerts, and acts. So, we
stand at a curious corner at a monumental
moment. AI is no longer a concept reserved for
workplaces, labs, and distant tech conferences.
It is not just about productivity in factories, loss
of jobs, and reskilling needs. It is not confined
to GDP growth. It is not just related to profes-
sions that may vanish in the future.

AI is slipping right into the centre of your life.
Without much ado, and fanfare, it is becoming
a part of you, like breathing, heartbeat, pulse
rate, flow of blood, and walking and sleeping.
As the body tracks such data on a second-by-
second basis, analyses it, interprets it, and ini-
tiates action, so does AI with your lifestyles. Your
body cannot function without monitoring and
interpretation. Your life will cease without the
AI in your mobile in the future.

Today, AI may track the number of times you
open the fridge, or the number of hours the
AC is on. Tomorrow, it may map water usage,
anticipate health problems, and suggest
lifestyle changes without a prompt, or as
proactive elements. Each step feels like a small
step, almost invisible, but may turn out to be
a giant leap. Unless one steps back, and
realises that the home has become a living
organism that listens, remembers, thinks,
and occasionally advises.

Samsung’s event in Mumbai, therefore, is not
really about a brand’s growing AI ecosystem. It
is not about AI’s growing influence. Think of it
as a transformation when the fantastical
becomes real and routine. We become Marvel
superheroes in unique ways. We sense others,
even as the latter’s homes understand them. Like
in particle physics, we can act even if we are light
years away. Like biology, there is an intercon-
nected life, where one influences the other.

Sci-fi imagined homes and workplaces that
knew us better than we knew ourselves. These
homes are slowly taking concrete shape, brick
by brick, gadget by gadget, appliance by appli-
ance. They are being built in our neighbour-
hoods, waiting for the moment when we
notice, or fail to do so, just how alive are our
walls. They once said that walls can hear. With
AI, they can see, speak, and walk.
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On Saturday (September 27), after 15
years of delay, Prime Minister and Chief
Ministers launched a nationwide imple-
mentation of 4G net work of BSNL. What
caused such a huge delay in implemen-
tation of 4G in state-owned BSNL, while
three years ago private networks
launched 5G? It is an untold story. It is
a story of how a mammoth PSU was kept
out from implementation of 
4G network for the benefit  of  
private operators.

Let us begin the untold story of 4G.
First of all there is no 4G in India. BWA
(Broadband Wireless Access) mecha-
nism was conveniently named 4G, a
typical Indian jugad. In mid-2010, after
the 2G scam, the government was
forced to auction 3G spectrum and
BWA spectrum. After the auction was
over, Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance
acquired a company which got BWA
spectrum and slowly named it as a new
telecom company — Reliance Jio.

State owned BSNL and MTNL which
were not supposed to participate in the
auction, bought the 3G and BWA at the
highest price arrived at the auction. But
then manipulations started and even the
Employees’ Unions were allegedly
playing to the gallery. Employees started
holding strikes claiming dues and
demanded that the BWA spectrum be
returned and money used for paying the
dues. The UPA Government Cabinet in
2011 allowed BSNL and MTNL to return
the BWA spectrum and 
get around `16,000 crore to pay 
the dues.

And UPA Government’s Cabinet in
2012 also equated BWA spectrum with
other traditional spectrums to benefit

Reliance Jio to get full-fledged access in
telecom industry. But there were issues
in allotment of BWA spectrum to the
Reliance firm by allowing a takeover of
Mahendra Nahata’s firm, Infotel
Broadband. The Comptroller and Auditor
General’s (CAG) office questioned how
Nahata’s company with an annual
turnover  of just `18 lakh paid ̀ 250 crore

bank guarantee to attend the
BWA auction and how it paid
more than `12,000 crore as
spectrum fee after winning
the auction. In January 2014,
The Pioneer published all details of CAG
findings exposing the dubious details.

The CAG clearly said that `250 crore
bank guarantee from Axis Bank was not

originally from Nahata’s
company. Many complaints
in different forums and in
courts delayed the launch of
Reliance Jio.

Eventually, the case was disposed off
by the Supreme Court and Reliance Jio
started the launch in September 2016.

How the three-year-long cases got

settled is a story of another day.
Meanwhile, in 2012, Airtel which also

got BWA spectrum, conveniently named
it as ‘4G’ and was an early bird in the ‘4G’
launch. It was just through a press
release, followed by advertising blitz,
Airtel renamed BWA as ‘4G’. There was
no 4G spectrum auction or 4G spectrum
farming. Only the name BWA was

changed to ‘4G’. Typical Indian Jugad!
In 2018, the BJP government declared

a `80,000-crore revival package for
BSNL and MTNL, terming them as strate-
gic assets. So the government decided
to give back the surrendered BWA spec-
trum, now already known as ‘4G’ spec-
trum, to these ailing PSUs. By this time,
all private operators had placed them-
selves firmly in the ‘4G’ category and the
majority of the BSNL and MTNL  cus-
tomers had already shifted to the
private operators.

Proceedings in BSNL and MTNL were
typically slow despite government
support. The Covid pandemic for two
years also impacted their progress.
However, in 2022, BSNL started 4G activ-
ities in association with TCS, which was
also a single tender process. 

As relation with China 
collapsed due to the Galwan Valley 
skirmishes of 2020, Chinese  equipment
were scrapped and European equip-
ment got prominence in BSNL supply.

By this time, the private operators had
launched 5G on October 1, 2022.

Though BSNL is taking over many
MTNL operations in Delhi and Mumbai,
the total merger of the two has not yet
happened. Better late than never, BSNL
launched 4G on September 27, 2025 by
installing 97,500 towers, claiming it to
be ‘Swadeshi’ 4G’ at an expense of
`37,000 crore — after 15 years.

The current data of mobile phone sub-
scribers as on July, 2025 reveals the total
subscribers in India is at 1163.51 million
with Reliance Jio holding 41.04 per
cent share, followed by Bharti Airtel at
33.65 per cent and Vodafone Idea at 17.52
per cent. The BSNL is presently having
only 7.77 per cent share and MTNL a
miniscule 0.03 per cent.

Ultimately, it seems, the business of
private operator has boomed due to the
15-year-delay BSNL faced. 

J GOPIKRISHNAN 

Untold story of BSNL’s 15-year delay in 4G installation

Author is a Senior Journalist with ‘The Pioneer’.

Moody's retains ‘stable’ outlook for India
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Global rating Moody’s on Monday
affirmed India's long-term local and
foreign-currency issuer ratings and
the local-currency senior unsecured
rating at ‘Baa3’ with a ‘stable’ outlook
on the back of robust economic
growth and sound external position.

The rating agency also affirmed
India’s other short-term local-curren-
cy rating at P-3.

“The rating affirmation and stable
outlook reflect our view that India’s
prevailing credit strengths, including
its large, fast-growing economy,
sound external position, and stable
domestic financing base for ongoing
fiscal deficits will be sustained,” it
said in a statement.

These strengths lend resilience to
adverse external trends, in particu-
lar as high US (Aa1 stable) tariffs and
other international policy measures
hinder India’s capacity to attract
manufacturing investment, it said.

India’s credit strength is balanced
by long-standing weaknesses on
the fiscal side, which will remain, it
said.

Strong GDP growth and gradual
fiscal consolidation will lead to only
a very gradual decline in the govern-
ment’s high debt burden, and will
not be sufficient to materially
improve weak debt affordability,
especially as recent fiscal measures
to reinforce private consumption
erode the government’s revenue
base, it said.

India’s long-term local-currency
(LC) bond ceiling remains unchanged
at A2, and its long-term foreign-cur-

rency (FC) bond ceiling remains
unchanged at A3, it said.

“The four-notch gap between the
LC ceiling and issuer rating reflects
modest external imbalances as rep-
resented by persistent, albeit narrow,
current account deficits; a relative-
ly large government footprint in
the economy; and moderate pre-
dictability and reliability of govern-
ment policies,” it said.

The one-notch gap between the LC
and FC ceiling reflects limited exter-
nal indebtedness and the low like-
lihood of a debt moratorium, espe-
cially in the context of recent steps
towards liberalisation of non-resi-
dent portfolio investment, it said.

Moody’s further said that India’s
credit profile benefits from its strong
growth potential, underpinned by a
large domestic market and
favourable demographics that have
historically supported resilient,

demand-driven expansion, and
helped insulate the economy from
external shocks.

Even as real GDP growth moder-
ated in the fiscal year ended March
2025 (fiscal 2024-25) to 6.5 per cent
from 9.2 per cent in fiscal 2023-24,
India has been and will remain the
fastest growing G20 economy
through at least the next two to three
years.

“We project economic growth to
be sustained at 6.5 per cent in fiscal
2025-26 as the government’s contin-
ued emphasis on capital expendi-
ture, lower inflation and the conse-
quent easing of monetary policy will
support robust domestic consump-
tion and investment,” it said.

The imposition of high tariffs by
the US (currently at 50 per cent com-
pared to 15-20 per cent tariff rates
applied to other APAC countries) will
have limited negative effects on

India’s economic growth in the near
term. However, it may constrain
potential growth over the medium
to long-term by hindering India’s
ambitions to develop a higher value-
added export manufacturing sector,
it said.

At this stage, the rating agency
said, subsequent negotiations would
result in less punitive rates and
domestic market-oriented foreign
investment to remain robust.

“We do not expect other US policy
shifts, including those related to
new applications for skilled worker
visas and potential levies on US
businesses that outsource opera-
tions offshore, to significantly weigh
on workers’ remittances or India’s
services exports. Consequently, risks
of a significant widening of India’s
current account deficits will remain
limited,” it said.

The rating action follows S&P
Global Ratings' upgrade of India’s
sovereign rating on August 14 by one
notch to ‘BBB’ from ‘BBB-’, with a
stable outlook — its first upgrade for
India in over 18 years.

Recently, Japanese credit rating
agency Rating and Investment
Information (R&I) upgraded India’s
long-term sovereign credit rating to
‘BBB+’ from ‘BBB’.

Even Morningstar DBRS upgraded
India’s rating to ‘BBB’ from BBB (low)
in May 2025.

Additionally, Moody’s said upward
pressure on the rating would
develop if there was a material
improvement in the affordability of
India’s high debt burden to levels
more consistent with higher-rated
peers.

Industrial production grows 
4 pc in August: Govt data
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

India’s industrial production
grew at 4 per cent in August,
mainly due to better perfor-
mance by the mining sector,
according to government
data released on Monday.

The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) growth rate
for July has been revised
upwards to 4.3 per cent from
the earlier estimate of 3.5 per
cent. In August 2024, the IIP
recorded flat growth.

“With the mining sector
growth at 6 per cent, the All
India Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) recorded a 4
per cent year-on-year growth
in August 2025,” the National
Statistics Office (NSO) said.

The mining sector output
in August 2024 had shrunk by
4.3 per cent.

The manufacturing sector,
which accounts for more
than three-fourths of the
index, expanded by 3.8 per
cent in August this year, up
from 1.2 per cent in the year-
ago month.

Manufacturing of ‘basic
metals’ and ‘motor vehicles,
trailers and semi-trailers’
reported a healthy growth of
12.2 per cent and 9.8 per cent,
respectively.

The NSO data further
showed that the growth in
the electricity segment was
4.1 per cent against a decline
of 3.7 per cent in August 2024.

During the April-August
period of the current fiscal,
the IIP growth was slower at
2.8 per cent compared to 4.3
per cent in the year-ago
period.

Aditi  Nayar,  Chief
Economist, Icra, said that

despite a low base, the IIP
growth unexpectedly eased
to 4 per cent in August 2025
from the upward revision to
4.3 per cent in July 2025.

The slowdown was entire-
ly led by manufacturing
growth, which eased sharply
to 3.8 per cent from 6 per cent
in July 2025. In contrast, while
mining output witnessed a
year-on-year expansion after
a gap of four months, growth
in electricity generation
inched up to a 5-month high,
she said.

"Looking ahead, the GST
rationalisation is expected
to boost consumption
demand during the festive
season, which is likely to
augur well for manufacturing
output in September-October
2025, once the older invento-
ries are off the shelves," Nayar
added.

As per use-based classifica-
tion, NSO data showed that
the capital goods segment

grew by 4.4 per cent in
August 2025 compared to a
flat growth in the year-ago
period.

Consumer durables (or
white goods production)
growth slowed to 3.5 per
cent from 5.4 per cent in
August 2024.

In August 2025, consumer
non-durables output shrank
by 6.3 per cent against a con-
traction of 4.4 per cent in the
year-ago month.

Infrastructure/construction
reported a growth of 10.6
per cent in August 2025, up
from 2.7 per cent expansion
a year ago.

The data also showed that
the output of primary goods
increased by 5.2 per cent
against a contraction of 2.6
per cent growth in August
2024.

The expansion in the inter-
mediate goods segment was
5 per cent in August against
3.1 per cent a year ago.

Manufacturing operations to resume partially soon: JLR
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Tata Motors-owned Jaguar
Land Rover on Monday said it
will partially resume manufac-
turing operations in the
coming days after being hit by
a cyber attack that brought the
British luxury carmaker’s pro-
duction to a complete halt
earlier this month.

The company is continuing
to work around the clock
alongside cybersecurity spe-
cialists, the UK Government’s
NCSC and law enforcement to
ensure its restart is done in a
safe and secure manner, a
statement by Jaguar Land
Rover spokesperson shared on
BSE by Tata Motors said.

“As the controlled, phased
restart of our operations con-
tinues, we are taking further
steps towards our recovery
and the return to manufacture
of our world-class vehicles.
Today we are informing col-
leagues, retailers and suppli-
ers that some sections of our
manufacturing operations will
resume in the coming days,”
the spokesperson said.

“We continue to work
around the clock alongside
cybersecurity specialists, the
UK Government’s NCSC and
law enforcement to ensure
our restart is done in a safe and
secure manner,” The
spokesperson further said.

Thanking everyone con-
nected with JLR for “their con-
tinued patience, understand-
ing and support”, the
spokesperson said, “We know
there is much more to do but
the foundational work of our
recovery is firmly underway,
and we will continue to
provide updates as we
progress.” Last week, JLR
began a phased restart of its
IT operations following a
cyber-attack that brought the
British luxury carmaker’s pro-
duction to a complete halt
earlier this month. In an
update issued on Thursday, JLR
said it was working to clear the
“backlog of payments” to its
suppliers by increasing its pro-
cessing capacity for invoic-
ing.

Production at its factories in
Merseyside, north-west
England, and Solihull in the

West Midlands, as well as
facilities around the world,
including India, Slovakia and
China, remained at a standstill
until the “foundational work”
of the recovery programme
was completed.

The production shutdown,
nearing a month, is expected
to cost JLR tens of millions of
pounds a day in lost revenue
and has raised major con-
cerns for the company and
jobs in the supply chain. More
than 33,000 people are direct-
ly employed with JLR in the UK,
across assembly lines at its fac-
tories, with an estimated
2,00,000 employed by hun-
dreds of companies in the
supply chain.

The government’s cyber
experts are in contact with the
company to support the task
of restoring production oper-
ations, and are working closely
with JLR to understand any
impacts on the supply chain,
the UK’s Department for
Business and Trade (DBT) said
in a statement after a meeting
with the Society of Motor
Manufacturers and Traders
(SMMT) recently.
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ASSOCIATED PRESS n Seoul

The foreign ministers of North
Korea and China agreed to
deepen bilateral ties and
resist hegemonism or unilat-
eralism, a likely reference to
their pushbacks against the
United States.

Their meeting in Beijing on
Sunday came about three
weeks after North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
held their first summit in
more than six years and
pledged mutual support and
enhanced cooperation.

Kim and Xi earlier 
attended a massive Beijing
military parade marking the
end of the World War II, 
with other world leaders
including Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

The joint appearance of
Kim, Xi and Putin, the first of
its kind, displayed a potential
three-way unity against the
United States, though it’s
unclear how far China would
go in such an anti-US 
partnership.

In a meeting with her
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi,
North Korean Foreign
Minister Choe Son Hui cited
Kim as saying that further bol-
stering ties with China is
North Korea’s unwavering
position. Choe expressed an

intent to deepen and develop
friendly ties with China in 
line with the spirits of 
Kim-Xi summit, the North’s
Korean Central News Agency
reported Monday.

Wang said China main-
tains a firm position that it
intends to solidify bilateral
ties, saying it’s necessary 
to boost strategic communi-
cations and exchanges, 
KCNA said.

China’s Xinhua News
Agency cited Wang as saying
China oppose “all forms of

hegemonism” and stands
ready to strengthen 
cooperation with North
Korea in international and
regional affairs. 

It quoted Choe as saying
that North Korea “is willing to
closely cooperate with China
in multilateral  affairs,  
jointly resist unilateralism
and power politics and
promote a fairer and more
just world order.”

The comments l ikely
referred to their countries’
separate confrontations with

the United States — China
over strategic competitions
with the US and North Korea
over its nuclear weapons
programme.

KCNA said Choe and Wang
exchanged views on 
regional and international
affairs reached a complete
consensus on the issues, but
didn’t elaborate.

Kim’s attendance at the
Beijing military parade was
his first attendance at a major
multilateral event during his
14-year rule.

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Provo (US)

The 22-year-old man charged
with killing Charlie Kirk will
have a court hearing on
Monday where he and his
newly appointed legal
counsel will  decide 
whether they want a 
preliminary hearing where
the judge will determine if
there is enough evidence
against him to go forward
with a trial.

Prosecutors have charged
Tyler Robinson with aggra-
vated murder and plan to
seek the death penalty.

The Utah state court
system gives people accused
of crimes an option to waive
their legal right to a prelim-
inary hearing and instead
schedule an arraignment
where they can enter a plea.

Kathryn Nester, the lead
attorney appointed to repre-
sent Robinson, declined to
comment on the case ahead
of Monday’s hearing.
Prosecutors at the Utah

County Attorney’s Office did
not respond to email and
phone messages seeking
comment.

The hearing in Provo is
open to the public, just a few
miles from the Utah Valley
University campus in Orem
where many students are
still processing trauma from
the September 10 shooting
and the day-and-a-half
search for the suspect.

Authorities arrested
Robinson when he showed
up with his parents at his

hometown sheriff’s office in
southwest Utah, more than
a three-hour drive from the
site of the shooting, to turn
himself in. 

Prosecutors have since
revealed incriminating text
messages and DNA evidence
that they say connect
Robinson to the killing.

A note that Robinson had
left for his romantic partner
before the shooting said he
had the opportunity to kill
one of the nation’s leading
conservative voices, “and

I’m going to take it,” Utah
County Attorney Jeff Gray
told reporters before the
first hearing. Gray also said
that Robinson wrote in a text
about Kirk to his partner: “I
had enough of his hatred.”
The assassination of Kirk, a
close ally of President Donald
Trump who worked to steer
young voters toward conser-
vatism, has galvanised
Republicans who have
vowed to carry on Kirk’s
mission of moving  American
politics further to the right.

Trump has declared Kirk a
“martyr” for freedom and
threatened to crack down on
what he called the “radical
left.”

Workers across the
country have been punished
or fired for speaking out
about Kirk after his death,
including teachers, public
and private employees and
media personalities most
notably Jimmy Kimmel, who
had his late-night show 
suspended then quickly 
reinstated by ABC.

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Bangkok

Thailand’s new Prime
Minister told lawmakers on
Monday that his Gove-
rnment would address the
country’s economic woes,
find solutions to the 
ongoing border conflict 
with Cambodia through
diplomacy and push for a
new and more democratic 
constitution.

Anutin Charnvirakul faces
a self-imposed deadline. He
had promised to call elec-
tions in four months in
exchange for the People’s
Party — which holds the
most seats in Parliament —
supporting his bid to
become Prime Minister. He
was elected to Parliament
earlier this month.

The party has a progres-
sive platform and has long
sought to change the exist-
ing constitution imposed
under military rule, saying it
wants to make it more
democratic.

Anutin had promised to
call a referendum for an
elected constituent assem-
bly to draft a new charter. He
said in his inaugural speech
in Parliament on Monday
that his Gove-rnment will
support the referendum and
public participation to
uphold the country’s consti-
tutional monarchy.

Anutin also promised to
tackle corruption and crime
and “restore faith and hap-
piness to the Thai people.”

Anutin is constricted in
what he can do by the four-
month deadline, but also
the terms of his deal with the
People’s Party,  which
declared it would act as the
opposition in the legisla-
ture, potentially voting
against Anutin’s initiatives.

The Thai Government will
also seek to relieve house-
hold debt and reduce the
rising cost of electricity,
gasoline and transport, and
move to alleviate fallouts
from trade wars and US tariff
policy, Anutin said. 

He told lawmakers he will
push for a referendum on
whether Thailand should

revoke the existing memo-
randum of understanding
on border issues with
Cambodia.

The two neighbours
engaged in a five-day armed
conflict in late July that killed
dozens of civilians and sol-
diers and displaced more
than 260,000 people. 

The countries’ competing
territorial claims have not
been resolved, and the risk
of further fighting remains
high despite a cease-fire
agreement.

Anutin also said the
Government will  crack 
down on illegal gambling
and strive to improve the
country’s natural disaster
alert system, promote 
clean energy and tackle 
air pollution.

North Korea, China’s diplomats agree
to deepen ties, resist hegemonism

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kathmandu

Nepal’s newly-appointed Prime Minister Sushila Karki
on Monday said her interim Government is committed
to holding the general elections on the scheduled time.
Karki, 73, became Prime Minister on September 12,
ending days of political uncertainty after the ouster of
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli following violent protests
by a youth-led Gen Z group against his Government over
corruption and a ban on social media. In a message on
the occasion of Bada Dashain, Karki on Monday
assured that the elections for the House of
Representatives will be held on time, according to the
Himalayan Times newspaper. Bada Dashain, also
known as Vijaya Dashami, is one of Nepal’s most widely-
celebrated Hindu festivals. 

Nepal PM Karki says Govt
committed to timely election

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Beijing

China’s ruling Communist Party will hold its annual
leadership conclave in October to discuss the new five-
year plan, challenges posed by US President Donald
Trump’s tariff war, his attempts to seize control of
TikTok and ensuing strains on the Chinese economy.
Besides the prevailing economic situation, the 370-
member body of senior party leaders from across the
country is expected to discuss the outcome of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit,
attended by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, among
others. The plenary session will be held in Beijing from
October 20-23, an official statement, issued after the
influential Political Bureau meeting presided over by
Chinese President Xi Jinping, said on Monday.

China to set 5-year plan,
review tariffs in October

ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Dubai

Iran said on Monday that
it hanged a man accused
of spying for Israel, the
latest as Tehran carries
out its largest wave of
executions in decades. 

Iran identi f ied the 
executed man as  
Bahman Choobiasl ,
whose case wasn’t imme-
diately known in Iranian
media reports  or  to
activists monitoring the
death penalty in the
Islamic Republic.

However, the execu-
tion came after Iran
vowed to confront its
enemies after the United
Nations reimposed 
sanctions on Tehran over
its nuclear programme
this weekend.

MAN HANGED
IN IRAN FOR
ALLEGED
ISRAEL
ESPIONAGE

Suspect in Charlie Kirk assassination case faces court hearing

Thailand PM vows to resolve
Cambodia border conflict

Israel’s Haifa Mayor recalls Indian role in city’s liberation from
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Haifa

The Israeli city of Haifa on
Monday paid tributes to fallen
Indian soldiers, with the
Mayor noting that the city’s
school history books are
being changed to correct
that it was Indian troops and
not the British who liberated
the city from Ottoman rule.

“I was born in this city and
graduated from here.
Constantly we were told that
this city was freed by the
British till somebody from the
Historical Society knocked
at my door one day and said
that they have done a thor-
ough research and found
that it wasn’t the British but
the Indians who freed this
city (from the Ottomans),”
said Mayor of Haifa, Yona
Yahav.

He made the remarks
while addressing a gathering
at the Indian cemetery of
fallen soldiers during a cere-
mony to pay tributes to their

bravery.
“In every school, we are

changing the texts and saying
that it wasn’t the British but
the Indians who liberated
us,” Yahav said.

During World War I, Indian
cavalry regiments armed
with spears and swords
cleared the Ottoman forces
from the rocky slopes of Mt
Carmel under all odds to lib-
erate the city, in what most
war historians consider “the
last great cavalry campaign in
history”.

Mayor Yahav had, during
the first ceremony at the
same venue in 2009, said
that the northern coastal
city’s history textbooks will
include the story of its liber-
ation by Indian soldiers, and
it is today a well-known fact
among youngsters in the city.

The Indian Army commem-
orates September 23 every
year as Haifa Day to pay its
respects to the three brave
Indian Cavalry Regiments —

Mysore, Hyderabad and
Jodhpur Lancers — that
helped liberate Haifa follow-
ing a dashing cavalry action
by the 15th Imperial Service
Cavalry Brigade on that date
in 1918.

An event to pay tributes to
the brave Indian soldiers is
also organised every year at
the Indian soldiers’ ceme-

tery here by the Indian
mission and the Haifa munic-
ipality. Captain Aman Singh
Bahadur and Dafadar Jor
Singh were awarded the
Indian Order of Merit (IOM),
and Captain Anop Singh and
2nd Lt Sagat Singh were
awarded the Military Cross
(MC) in recognition of their
bravery in this battle.

Major Dalpat Singh, widely
popular as the Hero of Haifa,
was awarded a military cross
for his bravery.

The Jodhpur Lancers lost
eight men and had 34
wounded in the battle. But
they also captured over 700
prisoners, 17 field guns and 11
machine guns.

The battle was described as

“almost the only occasion
when a fortified town was
captured by cavalry on the
gallop,” India’s Ambassador
to Israel JP Singh said during
his address at the event.

Indian troops played a
crucial role in the campaign,
resulting in the defeat of the
Ottoman forces in the region.
More than 74,000 Indian
troops laid down their lives
during World War I, including
over 4,000 in West Asia, Singh
asserted.

“It was one of the last clas-
sical cavalry actions in an era
that saw large-scale mecha-
nisation of war,” the Indian
Ambassador said.

“These fallen soldiers rep-
resented all major faiths and
regions of our country. And
this tribute shows that their
courage and sacrifice will
never be forgotten,” he
added. In Israel, memorials to
Indian soldiers exist at Haifa,
Jerusalem and Ramle, includ-
ing some Indian soldiers who

were of Jewish descent.
About 900 Indian soldiers

are interred in cemeteries in
these cities of Israel.

As a tribute to the bravery
of these soldiers, the Embassy
of India, with the help of
Israeli authorities, is setting
up “The India Trail” in the
Holy Land.

History textbooks in Haifa
teach about the story of the
liberation of Haifa by Indian
soldiers from classes 3 to 5. 

The Haifa Historical Society
has also been going around
to schools in the city telling
the story to youngsters over
the last decade. 

In a symbolic gesture of
friendship with Israel, India
renamed the iconic Teen
Murti Chowk, a memorial
erected in 1922 in New Delhi
to commemorate this his-
toric deed, as ‘Teen Murti
Haifa Chowk’ during Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s visit to Delhi in
January 2018.

Wars and tariffs harming UK’s
economic: Britain Treasury chief
ASSOCIATED PRESS n Liverpool

Britain’s Treasury chief
warned on Monday that wars
in Ukraine and the Middle
East and economic 
headwinds sparked by US
President Donald Trump’s
tariffs have worsened the
UK’s economic outlook since
the governing Labour Party
won power last year.

Chancellor of  the
Exchequer Rachel Reeves is
under pressure to say
whether she will raise taxes
in her autumn budget on
November 26.

“In the last year the world
has changed, and we are not
immune to that change,” she
told the BBC. “Whether it is
wars in Europe and the
Middle East, whether it is
increased barriers to trade
because of tariffs coming
from the United States,
whether it is the global cost
of borrowing, we’re not

immune to any of those
things.” Reeves hopes to
deliver a touch of economic
optimism when she address-
es the Labour Party’s annual
conference in Liverpool later
on Monday.

Since ending 14 years of
Conservative rule in July 2024,
the Labour Government has
struggled to deliver the eco-
nomic growth it promised.
Inflation remains stubbornly
high and the economic
outlook subdued, frustrating
efforts to repair tattered
public services and ease the
cost of living.

Labour pledged during last
year’s election not to raise
taxes on working people, but
has since hiked levies on
employers and Reeves has
not ruled out increasing other
forms of tax in her budget.

“I’m determined not to
increase those key taxes that
working people pay,” Reeves
said. The Treasury said

Reeves’ speech will include a
pledge to end long-term
youth unemployment, and
kickstart the UK’s sluggish
productivity. Under the plan,
everyone under 25 who has
been unemployed for 18
months will be offered guar-
anteed paid work. One in
eight 16–24-year-olds in
Britain — about 1 million
people — is currently not in
education, work, or training.

Thousands of Labour
members from around the
country are in Liverpool, in
northwest England for the
party conference — a mix of
policy forum and pep rally
that this year is lacking 
in pizazz.

Labour lags behind Nigel
Farage’s hard-right Reform
UK party in opinion polls, and
some party members are
losing faith in Prime Minister
Keir Starmer — even though
there may be four years until
the next election.

FROM THE

WORLD

Japan on Monday
announced the decision
to provide the Sri Lanka
Navy with two
Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles during President
Anura Kumara
Dissanayake's ongoing
official visit to Japan.
Sri Lanka and Japan have
exchanged notes on
Japan's Official Security
Assistance (OSA)
programme in the
presence of Japanese
Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishiba. “Japan's first OSA
for Sri Lanka signifies
that bilateral cooperation
in security has entered a
new phase,” it said.
Launched in 2023, OSA is
a new grant aid
cooperation framework
of Japan to strengthen
the security and
deterrence capabilities of
like-minded countries.

Japan sends
UAVs to Sri
Lanka Navy

COLOMBO

The President of the US,
Donald Trump, on
Monday announced 100
per cent tariffs on movies
made outside the
country, in a move likely
to impact the Indian film
industry. “Our movie-
making business has
been stolen from the US,
by other Countries, just
like stealing 'candy from
a baby',” Trump’s post on
Monday. Trump said
California has been
particularly “hard hit”
because of this, blaming
democrat Gavin Newsom,
the Governor of
California, for this loss,
calling him weak and
incompetent. To solve
this long time, never
ending problem, I will be
imposing a 100 per cent
Tariff on any and all
movies that are made
outside of the United
States,” Trump added.
The decision is likely to
impact the Indian film
industry which produces
movies in several
languages.
These movies are popular
among the Indian
diaspora in the US.

Trump,
Marcos to hold
talks on tariffs

NEW YORK
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ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Chisinau

Moldovans gave the country’s
pro-Western governing party
a clear parliamentary major-
ity in a weekend election,
defeating pro-Russian groups
in a vote widely viewed as a
stark choice between East
and West.

European leaders on
Monday hailed Moldovans
for reaffirming their 
commitment to a Western
path and future membership
in the European Union in
the face of alleged Russian
interference. The country is
small in size and population,
but with outsized 
geopolitical importance.

“You made your choice
clear: Europe. Democracy.
Freedom,” European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen said in a post
on X. “No attempt to sow fear
or division could break 
your resolve.”

Landlocked between war-
torn Ukraine and EU and
NATO member Romania,
Moldova was a Soviet repub-
lic until it proclaimed inde-
pendence in 1991. In recent
years, it has taken a clear
Westward path, turning the
country into a geopolitical
battleground between Russia
and Europe.

The outcome of Sunday’s
high-stakes ballot was 
noteworthy considering
Moldovan authorities’ repeat-
ed claims that Russia was
conducting a vast “hybrid
war” to try to sway the
outcome and seize power in
Chisinau. Moldova applied

to join the EU in 2022 in the
wake of Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine and
was granted candidate status
that year. Brussels agreed to
open accession negotiations
last year.

The election results
With nearly all polling

station reports counted on
Monday, electoral data
showed the pro-EU Party of
Action and Solidarity, or PAS,
securing 50.1 per cent of the
vote, while the pro-Russian
Patriotic Electoral Bloc won
24.2 per cent. The Russia-
friendly Alternativa Bloc came
third, followed by the pop-
ulist Our Party. The right-
wing Democracy at Home
party also won enough votes
to enter parliament.

The tense ballot Sunday
pitted the governing PAS
against several Russia-friend-
ly opponents but no viable
pro-European partners.
Electoral data indicate the
party will hold a clear major-
ity of about 55 of the 101 seats
in the legislature.

At the PAS campaign head-
quarters on Monday morning
in the capital Chisinau, party
leader Igor Grosu described
the election as another battle
against “enemies of our
country that once seemed
impossible to defeat,” saying
the race was a “final battle for
the future.”

“It was not only PAS that
won these elections, it was
the people who won,” he
said. “The Russian Federation
threw into battle everything
it had that was most vile —
mountains of money, moun-
tains of lies, mountains of ille-

galities. It used criminals to
try to turn our entire country
into a haven for crime. It
filled everything with hatred.”

Building a new
Government

After a legislative election,
Moldova’s president nom-
inates a prime minister, 
generally from the leading
party or bloc, which can then
try to form a new
Government. A proposed
Government then needs 
parliamentary approval. 

It is considered likely that
President Maia Sandu, who
founded PAS in 2016, will opt

for some continuity by once
again nominating pro-
Western Prime Minister Dorin
Recean, an economist who
has steered Moldova’s 
Government through multi-
ple crises since 2023. 

Recean has also previous-
ly served as Sandu’s defence
and security adviser.

Speaking to reporters at
the PAS campaign building,
Recean said Moldovans
“demonstrated that their
freedom is priceless and their
freedom cannot be bought,
their freedom cannot be
influenced by Russia’s propa-

ganda and scaremongering.” 
“The major task right now

is to bring the society togeth-
er, because what Russia
achieved is to produce a lot
of tension and division in
society,” he added.

Sandu said on Monday that
the outcome proved
Moldovans “can unite when
our country’s future is at
stake”, but that the victory
must benefit all citizens. 

“Moldova is our common
home,” she said. “We all
share the same hopes: to
live in peace and freedom,
and to offer our children a

safe future here, at home. 
The surest path to those

goals is the European path.
Yesterday’s vote is a strong
mandate for Moldova’s 
EU accession.”

Throughout this campaign,
the Kremlin sought to divide
us, to undermine our trust in
the state, in our institutions,
in one another, and in our
ability to resist,” she said. This
election showed that yes,
we have vulnerabilities, but
also capable institutions and
dedicated people.

The alleged Russian
schemes included orches-

trating a large-scale 
vote-buying scheme, con-
ducting more than 1,000
cyberattacks on critical
Government infrastructure
so far this year, a plan to
incite riots around Sunday’s
election, and a sprawling 
disinformation campaign
online to sway voters.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he
had spoken to President
Sandu on the phone and con-
gratulated her on what he
called “a very important
victory” for Moldova.

“Russian subversion, 
constant disinformation –
none of this worked,”
Zelenskyy said.

Bomb threats and cyberat-
tacks on election day

Election day was dogged
by a string of incidents,
ranging from bomb threats at
multiple polling stations
abroad to cyberattacks on
electoral and Government
infrastructure, voters pho-
tographing their ballots, and
some being illegally trans-
ported to polling stations.
Three people were also
detained, suspected of 
plotting to cause unrest after
the vote.

Igor Dodon, a former pres-
ident and a member of the
pro-Russian Patriotic Electoral
Bloc, called for a protest in
front of the Parliament build-
ing on Monday after alleging,
without presenting any evi-
dence, that the ruling PAS
meddled with the vote. 

PAS campaigned on a
pledge to continue Moldova’s
path toward EU membership
by signing an accession treaty

to the 27-nation bloc by 2028,
doubling incomes, mod-
ernising infrastructure, and
fighting corruption.

An unambiguous victory
Cristian Cantir, a Moldovan

associate professor of inter-
national relations at Oakland
University in Michigan, told
The Associated Press that
PAS’s victory is “a clear win for
pro-European forces in
Moldova, which will be able
to ensure continuity in the
next few years in the pursuit
of their ultimate goal of EU
integration.”

“A PAS majority saves the
party from having to form a
coalition that would have
most likely been unstable
and would have slowed
down the pace of reforms to
join the EU,” he said, but
added, “Moldova will con-
tinue to be in a difficult
geopolitical environment
characterised by Russia’s
attempts to pull it back into
its sphere of influence.”

Some 1.6 million people, or
about 52.1 per cent of eligible
voters, cast ballots, according
to the Central Electoral
Commission, with 280,000 
of them coming from votes 
in polling stations set 
up abroad. 

The Kremlin on Monday
said “hundreds of thousands”
of Moldovans living in Russia
were unable to vote in the
election due to an alleged
lack of polling stations set up
in the country. Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
said it was “obviously insuf-
ficient and couldn’t allow
everyone to vote,” without
providing further details.

Moldova’s pro-EU party wins clear parliamentary majority

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Abuja (Nigeria)

At least 12 forest guards have been killed after
gunmen attacked a community in northcentral
Nigeria, local police said Monday. No group has
immediately claimed responsibility for the killings on
Sunday in Oke-Ode, a community in the state of Kwara,
police spokesperson Adetoun Ejire-Adeyemi said in a
statement. Such attacks are common in Nigeria’s north-
ern region where local herders and farmers often clash
over limited access to land and water. The farmers
accuse the herders, mostly of Fulani origin, of grazing
their livestock on their farms and destroying their
produce. The herders insist that the lands are grazing
routes that were first backed by law in 1965, five years
after the country gained its independence.

Gunmen kill 12 forest guards
in Nigeria’s northcentral region

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Beijing

Chinese President Xi Jinping on Monday said religions
in the Communist nation should “further adapt” to the
socialist society, expanding on his earlier assertion of
sinicization of religions in China. He emphasised the
importance of ensuring that religions in China further
adapt to the Chinese context, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported. Xi also called for providing active
guidance to religions so that they can adapt to a 
socialist society while he was presiding over a group
study session of the Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee. Since he came to power in 2012,
Xi, 72, has been reorienting the ruling Communist
Party’s policies on religion, realigning them with
Marxist ideology. 

Xi says religions in China should
further adapt to socialist society

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Islamabad

A two-day dialogue featuring
Afghan women activists and
political leaders commenced
in Pakistan on Monday, aiming
to explore pathways for a
peaceful future for
Afghanistan, a nation long
troubled by conflict.

Titled ‘Towards Unity and
Trust,’ the dialogue is organ-
ised by Women for
Afghanistan (WFA) and the
South Asian Strategic Stability
Institute University (SASSI). 

According to a statement
from the organisers, the event
seeks to foster constructive
discussions among Afghan
leaders — both women and
men — and their Pakistani
counterparts.

Fawzia Koofi, who leads
WFA and lives in exile, has
organised a series of meetings
primarily involving women
activists opposing Afghan
Taliban policies. She has been
a vocal critic of the Taliban
rule. Dr Maria Sultan, a defence
analyst, heads SASSI.

According to the statement,
the primary aim of the
meeting is to “promote 
inclusive and constructive dis-
cussions among leaders,
including men and women
from diverse segments of
society in Afghanistan, to
develop a shared understand-
ing and identify common prin-
ciples for Afghanistan’s future
stability, inclusivity, and
peaceful settlement.”

Dawn newspaper said it
has seen a list of 37 Afghans
invited to the event, including
members from previous
Governments led by Hamid
Karzai and Ashraf Ghani, such
as governors, ministers, law-
makers, and women activists.

Some invitees were unable
to attend the meeting due to
visa issues, according to 
a participant.

“This timely and important
dialogue aims to promote an
inclusive dialogue among
diverse groups of Afghan
leaders (women and men)
alongside Pakistani counter-
parts to foster inclusive dia-
logue, mutual understanding
and lasting cooperation,” the
organisers said.

On the first day of the
closed-door meeting, Afghan
leaders were encouraged to
“engage openly, exchange
perspectives and define
shared principles for stability,
rule of law, and reaffirming the
support to women’s rights
and inclusion”, Dawn report-
ed, citing the organisers.

On the second day, on
September 30, a Joint Pakistan-
Afghan Session will hold
“focused discussions aimed at
building trust, identifying
common ground and 
advancing a people-centric
approach to address regional
challenges”.

The organisers emphasised
that the dialogue aims to
strengthen cooperation
between Afghan and Pakistani
leaders. It will also promote
sustainable development, sta-
bility and peace rooted in
shared values and highlight
the importance of women’s
participation and inclusive
governance.

“The dialogue underscores

a simple truth: peace between
people leads to peace
between nations,” the state-
ment noted.

The dialogue will also serve
to identify common grounds
for cooperation between
Afghan leaders and their
Pakistani counterparts on an
engagement basis of develop-
ing people-centric approach-
es to find common solutions
for regional challenges and to
build trust and stability, the
statement added.

“We believe that a more
people-centric approach
focused on economic 
development and regional
cooperation will lead to an
enhanced and meaningful
relationship between the
people of Afghanistan and
Pakistan,” it said.

Originally scheduled for
August 25-26, the event was
postponed following criticism
from prominent figures,
including Zalmay Khalilzad,
the former US special envoy.
Khalilzad called the meeting
“unwise” due to the participa-
tion of individuals opposing
the Afghan Taliban.

“Afghan citizens are entitled
to their political views, but
Pakistan’s seeming support
of them by hosting their con-
ference is hugely unwise and
an intended provocation,” he
wrote on X.

Dialogue featuring Afghan women activists,
political leaders begins in Pakistan

Singapore’s population hits 6.11million, driven by
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Singapore

Singapore’s total popula-
tion hit a new high of 6.11
million as of June 2025, an
increase of 1.2 per cent in a
year, mainly due to the
growth in the non-resident
population, mostly foreign-
ers and migrants, according
to a Government report
published on Monday.

This is the first time that
the city-state’s population
exceeded 6 million, as per
the annual Population in
Brief report by the National
Population and Talent
Division (NPTD) of the Prime
Minister’s Office and its
partner agencies. 

As of June 2025, there
were 4.2 million Singapore
residents — 3.66 million cit-
izens and 0.54 million
Permanent Residents (PRs).

The non-resident popula-
tion increased by 2.7 per
cent from 1.86 million in
June 2024 to 1.91 million in
June 2025. The increase
came primarily from work
permit holders, followed by

migrant domestic workers
or maids and domestic
helpers, it said.

The foreign workforce
makes up about two-thirds
of the non-resident popula-
tion, while the remaining
third comprises mainly
maids, dependents and 
students.

“The non-resident popu-
lation is diverse, and its size

and composition fluctuate
depending on our econom-
ic and social  needs,”
Channel News Asia report-
ed, citing the report.

The citizen population
increased by 0.7 per cent
from 3.64 million in June
2024. Singapore’s local birth
rate among citizens is low,
while the PR population
remains stable.

Singapore’s annualised
population growth rate of
1.5 per cent over the past five
years – from 2020 to 2025 –
was higher than the 0.5 per
cent over the preceding
five-year period.

The increase in the popu-
lation was mostly due to an
increase in the number of
work permit holders in the
labour-intensive construc-

tion sector to support key
infrastructure projects such
as Changi Terminal 5 under
construction and the
ramping up of housing
supply through a state-
funded scheme, the report
said.

The report said that the
island nation takes in a
“carefully controlled”
number of PRs and new 
citizens each year, with all
new adult citizens coming
from the pool of  PRs,  
as individuals have to obtain
permanent residency 
before they may apply for
citizenship.

Last year, 22,766 people
were granted citizenship
and 35,264 individuals were
granted permanent resi-
dency. The report said the
Government will “continue
to maintain a measured
pace of immigration”. 

The exact number of PRs
and citizenships granted each
year depends on several
factors, including the number
and quality of applications
received and Singapore’s
changing needs.

US renews Cambodia demining aid despite budget cuts
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Phnom Penh

The United States will grant
$675,000 for crucial  
demining programs in
Cambodia, the US Embassy
said on Monday, after a
freeze on foreign assistance
raised doubts about the
future support for mine
clearance in the Southeast
Asian nation.

An estimated 4 million to
6 million land mines and
other unexploded muni-
tions littered Cambodia’s
countryside during decades
of conflict that began in
1970 and ended in 1998.
Since the end of the fighting,
nearly 20,000 people have

been killed and about
45,000 injured by leftover
war explosives, even though
Cambodia has a worldwide
reputation for an effective
demining program.

Washington has con-

tributed over $220 million
since 1993 for demining
operations and has part-
nered with the Norwegian
People’s Aid and the
Cambodian Mine Action
Centre, the US Embassy said. 

Heng Ratana, director-
general of the Cambodian
Mine Action Centre, said
that soon after February’s
aid freeze announcement
by US President Donald
Trump, Washington had
issued a waiver allowing
$6.36 million in scheduled
aid to continue until
November 2025. 

He said the new funding
was for mine-clearing oper-
ations from November
through April 2026. He
expressed hope that a
recent congressional visit
and the signing of the
funding agreement demon-
strated Washington’s 
commitment to continued
assistance for demining.

Cambodian deminers are
among the world’s most
experienced, and several
thousand have been sent in
the past decade under UN
auspices to work in Africa
and the Middle East.

However, neighbouring
Thailand has accused
Cambodia of planting new
antipersonnel mines along
their border as part of a ter-
ritorial dispute that led to
five days of armed clashes in
late July. Cambodia has
denied the allegations. 

Cambodia’s ally China,
which has been vying for
influence in Southeast Asia,
also has touted its own 
contributions to demining
programs in Cambodia.
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Nagaland BJP President Benjamin Yepthomi attending a ‘Dandiya
Night’ in Dimapur

Delhi celebrated World Heart Day with a spirited two-
kilometer walkathon, “Chalta Rahe Mera Dil,” flagged off
by Bollywood actress Bhumi Pednekar. The event also
marked a milestone in cardiac care with the formal
inauguration of the hospital’s advanced Cardiac Cath Lab
- the first of its kind in North and West Delhi. It
promoted heart health, encouraged an active lifestyle
under one roof. Bhumi Pednekar expressed her delight
at the turnout and the hospital’s initiative. “It was truly
inspiring to see so many people this morning, all
committed to making heart health a priority. Small
lifestyle changes, like walking daily, can have a big
impact on our well-being. I am proud to support
Yatharth Hospital, Model Town, in spreading this
message on World Heart Day. Yatharth Tyagi, Director,
Yatharth Group, Stated, “Events like this bring the
community together and remind us that prevention is
equally important. With the advanced technology at our
Delhi facility, we are strengthening our commitment to
providing world-class care to the people of Delhi.”

PROSPECT

Sikkim CM Tamang attends 13th Ziro Festival of music as Sikkim joins as State partner
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Chief Minister of Sikkim,
Prem Singh Tamang, attend-
ed the 13th edition of the Ziro
Festival of Music at the scenic
Ziro Valley in Lower Subansiri
district, where Sikkim partic-
ipated for the first time as the
official State Partner. 

The historic collaboration 
marked a significant step in
strengthening cultural
exchange and fostering closer
ties between Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh.

The Chief Minister Tamang,
accompanied by the Chief
Minister of Arunachal Pradesh
Pema Khandu and the Deputy
Chief Minister Chowna Mein,
visited the festival venue and
explored the stalls and pavil-
ions showcasing “Make in

Sikkim” brands, products,
and cultural offerings. He
extended warm greetings on
behalf of the Government
and people of Sikkim to the
State Government of
Arunachal Pradesh and all fes-
tival participants, describing
it as an honour to be part of
the North-East’s most iconic
cultural celebration.

“The Ziro Festival is not just
a stage for music but a cele-
bration of diversity, unity,
and cultural pride. It beauti-
fully blends tradition with
modernity, offering inspira-
tion for youth, opportunities
for artists and a vibrant plat-
form for tourism and cultur-
al  exchange,” said the 
Chief Minister. 

He also praised the festi-
val’s sustainability model,
being a Plastic-Free Zone and

Zero Waste Area, which res-
onates strongly with the
national “Vocal for Local”
campaign.

The Chief Minister further
highlighted the cultural and
geographical similarities
between Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh, both pop-
ularly known as the “States of
Orchids.” He proposed an
exchange programme
between the two States to
promote domestic tourism,
cultural learning and people-
to-people ties. “As Sikkim cel-
ebrates its Golden Jubilee of
Statehood, this partnership is
an invaluable opportunity to
share and strengthen bonds
of brotherhood across the
North-East,” he said.

The Chief Minister also
underlined the importance of
collaboration among North-

Eastern States, particularly
in the tourism sector, and
called for collective efforts to
support each other as stake-
holders, especially in view of
World Tourism Day.

A 200-member delegation
from Sikkim, comprising Self-
Help Groups (SHGs), entrepre-
neurs, tour operators, bikers,
and cultural artists, actively
participated in the festival,
engaging with their coun-
terparts from Arunachal
Pradesh. They explored exhi-
bition stalls, admired art
installations, attended work-
shops and enjoyed musical
performances, reflecting the
vibrant cultural exchange
between the two States.

In a symbolic gesture of
goodwill, the Chief Ministers
Prem Singh Tamang and
Pema Khandu exchanged

flowers and mementos, reaf-
firming the spirit of friendship
and partnership. 

The Chief Minister
expressed his heartfelt grat-
itude to the Chief Minister
Pema Khandu, the Deputy
Chief Minister Chowna Mein,
the Government of Arunachal
Pradesh, and the festival orga-
nizers for their warm hospi-
tality and for conferring this
honour on Sikkim. 

The official delegation from
Sikkim comprised the
Tourism Minister, Advisor-
cum-MLA, Additional Chief
Secretary (Tourism), senior
Government officials, depart-
mental heads and represen-
tatives from tourism, com-
merce, industries, and hand-
icrafts, along with entrepre-
neurs and leading 
State enterprises.

Lakshmi Puri’s novel to be adapted into web series
GYANVI SHARMA 
n New Delhi

Acclaimed diplomat and
author Lakshmi Puri’s best
selling debut novel
‘Swallowing the Sun’ is set to
be adapted into a web 
series by Abundantia
Entertainment.  The
announcement was made at
a press conference in Delhi,
attended by Lakshmi Puri
and Vikram Malhotra,
Founder and CEO of
Abundantia Entertainment.

Puri, former Ambassador
and Assistant Secretary-
General of  the United
Nations,  expressed her
delight at seeing her novel
“move from the intimacy of
the word to the shared expe-
rience of the screen.” She
said the story had lived within
her for decades, as “a family
saga, a political chronicle, a
grand romance and above 
all, a woman’s journey of
empowerment.”

The novel, which became a
bestseller within just three
months of publication, has

been critically acclaimed and
awarded both in India and
internationally. It has been
celebrated at the United
Nations, Harvard University,
and the Massachusetts House
of Representatives, with
translations in Hindi, Marathi,
Telugu and Assamese already
underway. International edi-
tions are also planned in
Japanese, German, Spanish,
and French.

Malati, a fearless and
tender protagonist whose
fight for education and
empowerment mirrors
India’s own journey during
the freedom struggle where
the author  described the
book as “love in the time of
revolution”: a story of fami-
lies, friendships, politics, sac-
rifice and resilience. She
emphasised that the adapta-
tion will relate with today’s
youth, who continue to nego-
tiate questions of freedom,
identity and aspiration.

Vikram Malhotra recalled
reading the novel shortly
before his first meeting with
Puri. “Within a few pages, I

knew this was special,” he
said. “Swallowing the Sun
blends imagination with
history, fact with dramatisa-
tion. It is a uniquely Indian

saga that will connect with a
global audience.”

Abundantia, known for
productions like Shakuntala
Devi, Sherni and Breathe, has

built a reputation for strong,
character-driven storytelling.
Malhotra said the new series
would continue that tradi-
tion, celebrating women’s

voices and timeless charac-
ters.

“This is a multigenerational
saga with a fearless female
protagonist at its heart,” he
said. “It resonates with the
youth of today and inspires
young women everywhere to
dream audaciously to, as the
book says, ‘swallow the sun.’

For the author, the adapta-
tion is also about reclaiming
India’s cultural voice global-
ly. “This is India writing back
expressing our civilisational
richness on the world stage,”
she said. “It is about not
erasing ourselves, but deep-
ening ourselves.”

With its cinematic settings,
historical sweep and univer-
sal themes of love, freedom
and empowerment, the
adaptation is being posi-
tioned as a premium original
series with global reach.

Summing up the anticipa-
tion, Puri said: “When you see
Malati on screen, you will see
not just a young girl of the
past, but today’s young
woman, still daring to dream,
still swallowing the sun.”

Lakshmi Puri and Vikram Malhotra at the press event announcing the cinematic adaptation of ‘Swallowing the Sun’
by Abundantia Entertainment.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Daljit Singh Chawdhary, DG
BSF has inaugurated the
Decision Support System
(DSS) at Force Headquarters
on monday. The Decision
Support System is designed
to enhance decision making
capability of Commanders at
all levels.

2. The DSS will enable
commanders to plan and
execute operations based on
informed decision making
process through role-based
access of the system via
custom designed dash-
boards. Apart from providing
advanced GIS functionali-
ties,  Decision Support
System integrates GIS plat-
form with legacy operations
incident database and
sensor feeds from the
border, forming a Complete
Operating Picture (COP) at
Headquarters.

3. The DSS will opera-
tionally benefit BSF with
facilities of Monitoring and
Predictive & Trend Analysis
which will further enhance
capabilities of effective
border management. 

4. The system would be
capable of performing AI/ML
based operations on GIS &
Legacy data for predicting
smuggling hotspots, infil-
tration routes etc for better
resource allocation and
operational planning and
execution.

5. The DSS will be integrat-
ed in future with CIBMS,
other Command Centre’sof
BSF and also with GIS plat-
forms of other security
forces and organisations.
There are plans of integra-
tion of mobile applications
with the DSS for real time

data collection and incident
reporting. In its next phase,
DSS will be integratedwith
other data sources like
OSINT, BIG DATA and IMD
Data.

6. The DSS will improve
the BSF’s capabilities,
enabling to safeguard India’s
borders and protect the
national interests effective-
ly, by helping commanders
in decision making.
Harnessing the technologi-
cal  solutions,  BSF 
will be able to meet emerg-
ing threats of  border 
security.

DG BSF inaugurates decision
support system at force headquarters

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Nagpur

Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Monday refused
to be pulled into a controver-
sy over allegations against
him with regard to ethanol
blending, saying it is work of
a powerful import lobby
upset by his decisions.

Speaking at a programme
here, the minister likened
himself to a “tree that bears
fruit,” and said, “I don’t
respond to such criticisms
because then it becomes
news. The tree that bears
fruit is the one people throw
stones at. It is better that we
avoid it.”

Gadkari said the focus of
his policy is to promote
ethanol blending, make
farmers energy producers
and reduce pollution.

He claimed that the policy
had directly hurt those with
vested interests in fuel
imports.

“About `22 lakh crore were
going out of the country due
to imports of fossil fuels.
Their businesses got affected
and they got angry and

started paid news against
me,” the minister said.

“I have not taken a single
penny from any contractor till
date and hence contractors
fear me,” he stressed.

Gadkari said that he would
focus on his work and not get
distracted by false allega-
tions, which are common
and predictable part of poli-
tics.”People know what the
truth is I have gone through
such things many times in the
past.” CIAN Agro Industries, a
company run by Nikhil
Gadkari, son of the Union
Minister, has been the centre
of a controversy over dramat-
ic rise in profits and rev-
enues since the time the BJP-

led Government mandated
20 per cent ethanol blending 
in petrol.

The company saw its
revenue surge from `17.47
crore (Q1 FY24) to ̀ 510.8 crore
(Q1 FY26). Profits too shot up
from almost negligible levels
to over `52 crore, largely
riding the ethanol blending
boom and expansion into
new subsidiaries.

CIAN Agro’s share price
also zoomed to `2,023 on
the BSE on Monday from `172
a year ago.

Analysts have said the
growth is not only from
ethanol sales, but also from
“other income” and new 
businesses.

Powerful lobby behind rumours

over ethanol blending: Gadkari

Shashi Tharoor flags concerns over AI
Express plans to curtail Kerala flights

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Lok Sabha member and
senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on Monday
expressed deep concerns
over Air  India Express’
planned curtailment of flights
connecting various cities in
Kerala, saying that Air India
“must stop treating Kerala as
an afterthought”.

Air India Express is the low
cost arm of Tatas-owned Air
India Group.

“I  have written to
@airindia MD Campbell
Wilson to express my deep
concern over reports of large-
scale cancellations of
@airindiaexpress services
from Kerala’s airports in the
forthcoming winter sched-
ule. According to widely-cir-
culated media accounts, a sig-

nificant number of flights are
being withdrawn from
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi,
Kozhikode and Kannur
between late October and
March,” Tharoor said in a
post on X.

Tharoor, who represents
Thiruvananthapuram con-
stituency, said Kerala is one
of the busiest aviation hubs
in the country, with excep-

tionally high international
passenger traffic, particular-
ly to the Gulf region.

Any curtailment of services
at this stage will inevitably
cause severe hardship to
migrant workers, students,
tourists and families, while
also hampering trade and
tourism, he said, asserting
that Air India must stop treat-
ing Kerala as an afterthought.

DU-IIT, Kanpur sign MoU for research programmes
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New delhi

Delhi University (DU) and IIT
Kanpur have signed an
agreement to work together
on education and research
programs. The agreement
was signed under the
Electronics and ICT Academy
(EICTA) Consortium to
improve academic activities
and skills.

The MoU was signed by DU
Registrar Dr Vikas Gupta and
IIT Kanpur’s Professor BV
Phani. Surendra Singh from
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology
(MeITY) was also present at
the event. 

Dr Vikas Gupta said this
partnership will  help
improve academic programs
and support both DU and
EICTA. The agreement will
allow faculty and students
from DU’s colleges to take

part in skill-building pro-
grams. Faculty members will
be encouraged to take at
least two online courses

every year offered by EICTA,
which includes top institutes
like IITs, NITs, and others. 

Students will also be

encouraged to join at least
two online courses each year
The event was attended by
important people l ike

Srinivas (CEO, IFACET),
Professor Neelima Gupta 
and others from DU and 
IIT Kanpur. 

The event was attended 
by notable dignitaries,
including Surendra Singh,
Additional Director, MeITY;
Srinivas, CEO, IFACET; Anoop
Lathar, Chairperson, Culture
Council ;  Professor K.
Ratnabali, Dean Academic;
Professor Neelima Gupta,
Head, Department of
Computer Science; Dr Om
Pal, Associate Professor,
Department of Computer
Science Sunita Meena,
Scientist,  Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology Arun, Ministry
of Electronics and
Information Technology, 
Dr Devendra Singh, Joint 
Dean Academic Dr Uma
Chaudhary,  Joint Dean
Academic and Rajendra
Thapliyal, IIT Kanpur.

DELHI CELEBRATES WORLD
HEART DAY WITH WALKATHON

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma visited various Durga Puja
Mandap in Guwahati to offer prayers and extend festive greeting.
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CHHETRI JOINS NATIONAL CAMP
AHEAD OF AFC QUALIFIERS

Talismanic striker Sunil Chhetri and his two Bengaluru FC
team-mates Rahul Bheke and Roshan Singh Naorem  on
Monday joined the national men’s football team’s
preparatory camp in Bengaluru ahead of the upcoming
AFC Asian Cup qualifier matches against Singapore. With
the joining of the trio, the total number of players who
have reported to the camp has risen to 28. Head coach
Khalid Jamil had named 30 probables for the camp
ahead of India’s crucial Asian Cup qualifying round
matches against Singapore on October 9 (away) and
October 14 (home). But the camp began on September
20 with only 18 players as 14, including Chhetri, were not
released by three clubs. Seven Bengaluru FC players,
three from East Bengal and four from Punjab FC were not
released initially. The clubs had said that they would
release the players towards the end of this month. “Sunil
Chhetri, Rahul Bheke, and Roshan Singh Naorem have
joined the national training camp today,” the All India
Football Federation (AIFF) said on ‘X’. The trio will have
just a few days for training in the camp before the Indian
team’s departure for Singapore for the crucial October 9
match. Those players who joined the camp after its start
are: Farukh Choudhary, Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, Rahim
Ali, Muhammed Uvais, Pramveer, Nikhil Prabhu,
Muhammed Suhail, Anwar Ali and Mahesh Singh
Naorem. Jamil had earlier urged the clubs and the AIFF
to find a solution that “balances club and national
commitments” through “constructive dialogue” as he did
not have enough players, especially in defence.

BOPANNA, YUZUKI SEAL PLACE
IN JAPAN OPEN FINAL

In a season-best performance, veteran Indian tennis
player Rohan Bopanna and his Japanese partner Takeru
Yuzuki stormed into the Japan open final after stunning
top-seeded American duo of Christian Harrison and
Evan King in a tense semifinal clash on Monday.
The Indo-Japanese wild card pair displayed remarkable
grit to upset Harrison and King 4-6, 6-3, 18-16 in a
match that kept the crowd on the edge of their seats.
After dropping the opening set, Bopanna and Yuzuki

bounced back strongly in the second and then held
their nerve in a marathon super tie-break, converting
their third match point to seal the contest. The 44-year-
old Bopanna used his big serves to good effect, while
Yuzuki impressed with sharp returns and net play. The
win takes Bopanna into yet another career final. Before
this, reaching the quarterfinals of the ATP 500 at
Queen’s Club was Bopanna’s best show of 2025.

BRIEFLY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Guwahati

With home advantage and
current form on its side, the
Indian women’s cricket team
will look to end a 47-year wait
for its maiden ICC title 
when it takes the field at the
ODI World Cup starting with
a clash against Sri Lanka 
on Tuesday. Ranked world
Number3, the Harmanpreet
Kaur- led India will look to
make the most of their famil-
iarity with conditions in the
13th edition of the tourna-
ment, that is returning to
India after 12 years.

The global showpiece will
feature eight top ranked
teams like Australia, England,
India, New Zealand, South
Africa, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh
and Pakistan  competing in 28
league matches in a round-
robin format across four
venues in India and one in
Colombo for a record prize
money of $13.88 million.

The prize pool is also nearly
four times higher than 2022
and surpasses the men’s 2023
edition ($10 million) to be in
line with the ICC’s push for
pay parity and growth of
women’s cricket.

The Sri Lankan capital will
host 11 round-robin matches,
including Pakistan’s seven

league stage games and the
marquee clash against India
on October 5. One semifinal
and the final are also sched-
uled there, should Pakistan
go all the way.

On current form, India
arrive with confidence,
having recently beaten
England in both ODI and T20I
series. They also ended a
worrying losing streak
against Australia in a
recent tournament
build-up series. 

The Indians nearly
chased down 413 in
the final ODI in New
Delhi against the
team which is
chasing a record-
extending eighth
title. Indian vice-
captain Smriti
M a n d h a n a
remains the
fulcrum of the
batting unit,
enjoying the form
of her life at the
top of order.

The left-
hander has
already struck
four ODI cen-
turies, includ-
ing two back-
to-back against
Australia, this
year. She aver

ages 66.28 with a strike rate
of 115.85. Her partnerships
with young opener Pratika
Rawal, who has provided
solidity at the top, give 
India the cushion to post or
chase big totals in the
absence of an out of favour
Shafali Varma.

Playing her fifth World
Cup, Harmanpreet, who
reserves her best for big
tournaments, carries a
tournament average
of  over  50.  She
smashed a century
against  England
recently and fol-
lowed it up with a

fifty against Australia.
Jemimah Rodrigues,
back from injury,
scored a composed
66 in the warm-up
against England and
adds stability in the
middle order.

Richa Ghosh,
Harleen Deol and
Deepti Sharma add
further depth, while
Amanjot Kaur offers
a seam-bowling all-
round option.

Return of
Renuka Singh from
an injury would

bolster the pace
attack as she would
spearhead the

bowling on flatbeds across
the venues. Twenty-two-year
old Kranti Goud, with only
six caps to her name, has
shown promise with her
pace and variations includ-
ing a searing yorker. 

During her country’s tour
of England this summer, she
joined Jasprit Bumrah and
Kuldeep Yadav as the only
players to ever take six
wickets for India in ODIs in
the country, with 6/52 at
Chester-le-Street. However,
India’s pace department
remains thin on experience.

Renuka aside, the other
pacers Kranti, Arundhati
Reddy and Amanjot have
played just 25 ODIs between
them and the bowling has
conceded 300-plus scores
in recent past.

Injuries are also a concern
with Reddy having left the
field on a wheelchair after
being struck in a warm-up
game, while Amanjot also
had an injury scare before
she made a return in the last
warm-up against  New
Zealand. The spin lineup led
by Deepti Sharma, Radha
Yadav, Sneh Rana and N Sree
Charani, is tailor-made for
home conditions but it
remains to be seen how
much turn would be on offer
in the flat decks.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Canberra

Kanika Siwach struck the
lone goal as the Indian
junior women’s hockey
team recorded a 1-0 victory
over the Australia U21 side in
its third match of the
ongoing tour on Monday.

Siwach scored the
winning goal in the 32nd
minute at the National
Hockey Centre here. After a
goal-less first half, India
finally broke the deadlock
courtesy of a fine field goal

from Siwach in the opening
minutes of the third quarter
to claim the win. 

India had lost two games
on the trot against the
Australia U21 side earlier,
but with this win, the visitors
will be hoping to ride on the
newfound momentum in
the remaining two matches
of the tour.  India will next
play two matches against
Canberra Chill, a club playing
in Australia’s premier Hockey
One League, on Tuesday and
Thursday to conclude their
Australia tour. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Paris

Resurgent Lyon earned a gritty
1-0 win at Lille to move level on
points with Ligue 1 leader Paris
Saint-Germain.

It has been quite some turn-
around for seven-time former
champion Lyon, which has
not looked back since overturn-
ing a relegation to the 
second tier for financial irreg-
ularities in July. 

A newfound defensive stabil-
ity has led to a remarkable five
clean sheets in six league
games and team spirit has
vastly improved. Lyon has 15
points and defending champi-
on PSG leads on goal difference.
English midfielder Tyler
Morton, who joined from

Premier League winner
Liverpool in the offseason,
scored his first goal for Lyon
when he headed in Nicolas
Tagliafico’s cross in the 13th
minute. Led by veteran striker
Olivier Giroud, Lille responded
strongly but Felix Correia
blazed over from five meters
out midway through the
second half.

The big miss prompted Lille
coach Bruno Genesio - for-
merly Lyon’s coach - to kick
some drinks bottles in front of
his team’s bench in frustration.
One of the bottles landed near
a fourth official, leading to a
caution for Genesio, who then
shouted “You’re all rubbish” to
the official as he turned away.
Moments later, Genesio was

shown a red card by referee
Mathieu Vernice and continued
to remonstrate as he walked
up to the stands.

Vernice showed his author-
ity again when he gave winger
Matias Fernandez-Pardo a
yellow card for diving in the
penalty as he tried to win a
penalty late on. Nabil
Bentaleb’s shot from just
outside the penalty area flew
just past the right post with the
last kick of the game.

Lens holds red card
Lens drew 0-0 at Rennes
despite having defender
Jonathan Gradit sent off in the
first minute. Gradit clattered
into Rennes captain Seko
Fofana - his former teammate

at Lens. Rennes striker Esteban
Lepaul had a shot saved in the
closing stages. The draw kept
Lens in seventh place and one
point above Rennes in eighth.
Earlier, Nice’s miserable run of
form continued when it con-
ceded a late equalizer .

Nice has won only two of
nine games in all competi-
tions this season, losing six.
Nice was beaten home and
away by Benfica in Champions
League qualifying and lost its
Europa League opener at home
to Roma. Mohamed-Ali Cho’s
fine pass set up the goal for
midfielder Sofiane Diop for a
neat finish in the 40th minute.
But striker Jean-Philippe
Krasso’s 88th-minute penalty
earned his side a point. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Beijing

Wimbledon champion Iga
Swiatek defeated Camila
Osorio for her 400th career
win and advanced to the
fourth round at the China
Open on Monday.

Swiatek, who became the
first player to register 25 or
more wins at WTA-1000
events for three consecutive
seasons with her straight
sets victory of Yuan Yue in the
third round, showed no signs
of slowing down as she dis-
mantled her Colombian
opponent 6-0 in the first set,
before Osorio retired from
the match in the opening
game of the second set.

Top-seeded Swiatek, who
won last week’s Korea Open
in Seoul, has also won the
French Open four times and
the US Open once among her
six Grand Slam singles titles,
next plays American 
Emma Navarro. In earlier
third-round matches

Monday, fourth-seeded Mirra
Andreeva beat Jessica Bouzas
Maneiro 6-4, 6-1 and Marta
Kostyuk beat Aliaksandra
Sasnovich 6-4, 6-2. Navarro
was leading Lois Boisson 6-2,
1-0 when the French player

retired from the match. In the
ATP 500 men’s tournament
being held concurrently 
in Beijing, top-seeded Jannik
Sinner cruised into the semi-
finals with a 6-1, 7-5 defeat of
Fabian Marozsan. The 24-

year-old Italian will next play
third-seeded Alex de 
Minaur, who advanced by
walkover after his opponent
Jakub Mensik retired with
injury trailing 4-1 in the 
first set. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Neutral Paralympic Athlete
(NPA) Denis Gnezdilov
smashed the men’s shot put
F40 world record twice to
win the gold medal on the
third day of World Para
Athletics Championships,
here Monday.

His dominance in the event
at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium was such that each
of his five throws after the
opening 10.66m effort was
good enough for him to get
the gold.

The 38-year-old Russian
was in a league of his own,
and his 11.85m on his third
attempt bettered Paralympic
gold medallist Portuguese
Miguel Monteiro’s world
record. The 11.92m effort on
the last throw raised the

bar even higher in the 
event meant for short 
stature athletes. 

Gnezdilov, the Tokyo 2020
Paralympic gold medal
winner, claimed his third
World Championship crown

to continue his stranglehold
on the event. Russian, as well
as Belarusian, athletes are
competing as part of NPA as
they are not allowed to
compete under their nation-
al flag after the invasion 
of Ukraine.

Monteiro was second with
11.31m while Garrah Tnaiash
of Iraq took the bronze with
10.86m. There were two
championship records that

were breached on Monday
morning. Poland’s Bartosz
Gorczak rewrote the meet
mark in the men’s shot put
F53 final with a 8.67m throw
while the women’s discus
throw F44 final witnessed
Mexico’s Osiris Aneth
Machado getting the gold
with championship record
of 44.36m. Poland won their
second gold of the day
through Faustyna Kotlowska

in the women’s discus throw
F64 event.  The two gold
medals helped Poland vault
to the top of the medal table
with four gold and four
bronze, ahead of Brazil (3
gold, 5 silver, 2 bronze) and
China (3-4-3).

From among the Indians in
the fray, Dayawanti had the
best placing, a 27.94m effort
on her last attempt saw her
finish fourth in the women’s
discus throw F64 final on
Monday morning. 

It fetched her the Asian
Record but 1.51m separated
her and the bronze medalist
Alicia Guerrero of the United
States of America. 

Ayush Verma was fifth in
men’s shot put F5 final, his
best effort of 7.23m falling
97cm short of the bronze
medal distance attained by
Ales Kisy of Czechia.

Rongali Ravi, a seasoned
campaigner, was unable to
be in the mix in the dramat-
ic men’s shot put F40 final
with his season’s best effort
of 10.10m, falling 76cm short
of a podium finish. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Taipei City

Indian golfer Yuvraj Sandhu
shot 2-over 74 to finish Tied-
43 at the Mercuries Taiwan
Masters as majority of the
players struggled on the
final day and under par
rounds were just a few. 

The Taiwan Golf and
Country club has proved a
challenge all  week as
scoring was difficult. 

Sandhu made four
birdies, three bogeys and
one triple bogey in his final
round of the week.

The Indian made an early
bogey on the third hole and
followed it up immediately
with a birdie on the fourth.
He repeated the same cycle
on the ninth and 10th holes
before dropping three shots
on the 12th hole.

Consecutive birdies on
the 15th and 16th holes saw
him mount a short lived
resurgence only to end the
round with a bogey on the

final hole. He finished the
week with a total score of 10
over par.

Rattanon Wannasrichan
carded a final round of 1-
over 73 to hold off all his
challengers and win the
Mercuries Taiwan Masters
by one stroke. The Thai
made three birdies and 
four bogeys in the final
round to end the week at
five under par.

Suradit Yongcharoenchai
finished in second place as
Atiruj Winaicharoenchai
struggled on the final day
and fell down the leader-
board to T-4. 

Yongcharoenchai carded
a final round of 1-under 71
with three birdies, four
bogeys and one eagle for a
total score of four under for
the week. 

Winaicharoenchai shot
5-over 77 for a final score of
one under par.  This 
round included six bogeys,
one double bogey and 
three birdies.

Guwahati: Sri Lanka skipper

Chamari Athapaththu is

hoping that an Asian team

will lift the Women’s World

Cup, a title that has eluded

the Asian nations since the

inception of the prestigious

tournament. Only three

countries have ever won the

Women’s World Cup

Australia a record seven

times, England four and New

Zealand once. India came

close on two occasions but

finished runners-up, losing

the finals to Australia and

England. “As an Asian, I

would love to see an Asian

team win this trophy maybe

Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan, or

Bangladesh. Playing in Asia

feels special for us. It’s a

privilege to play on home

soil, and I hope an Asian

team lifts the trophy this

year,” Athapaththu said on

the eve of their tournament

opener against India.

Sri Lanka are making a

return to the Women’s World

Cup after an eight-year gap,

and Athapaththu said the

team’s immediate target is

to make the last-four with

five league games at home.

“This is the first time Sri

Lanka is co-hosting. Playing

in the subcontinent is an

advantage because India and

Sri Lanka have similar

conditions. But if we think

too much about it, we won’t

do well. If we can make the

semifinals, that will be a

really good achievement for

us. Then we can take it from

there,” she said.

Athapaththu admitted

India were the team to beat

in familiar conditions.

“We’ve been playing

really good cricket in the

last 12 months. India are

favourites, they know the

conditions well. We just

want to play our best cricket

without putting too much

pressure on our shoulders. If

we execute well, we can win.

India are a good and

experienced side,” she

remarked. Sri Lanka’s build-

up included a runners-up

finish in the home tri-nation

series earlier this year,

besides lifting the Asia Cup

T20 crown last year. “We

haven’t played any

international cricket after

the tri-series, but we had a

good domestic season. In the

tri-series, we beat South

Africa but lost the final to

India. Overall, we played

really good cricket. Both our

youngsters and seniors are

in good form, and I hope we

can play our best cricket in

this World Cup,” she said.

HOPE  ASIAN TEAM WINS CUP: ATHAPATHTHU

Sri Lankan players during a training session ahead of the ICC Women’s
Cricket World Cup 2025 match against India in Guwahati  PTI

India’s women eye breakthrough at ICC ODI World Cup

Swiatek wins 400th career match in China Open

Indian junior women’s
hockey team wins

Yuvraj Sandhu finishes

43 in Taiwan Masters
Gnezdilov towers over F40 shot put event

Resurgent Lyon beats Lille to move level on points with PSG
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Mumbai

The BCCI has declared that
the Asia Cup-winning Indian
cricket team and its support
staff will be presented a prize
money of `21 crore for its
unbeaten run in the just-
concluded tournament.

The Board made the
announcement after the
team defeated arch-rivals
Pakistan by five wickets in the
final of the tournament in
Dubai on Sunday.

“It was (an) extraordinary
victory and therefore as a part
of celebrations, BCCI has
announced a cash award of
`21 crore in favour of the
players and the support staff
who are part of the Indian
team in the Asia Cup,” BCCI
secretary Devajit Saikia said.

However, the body did not
give details of the exact
break-up of the fund.

“That money will be distrib-
uted and this is a big reward

for our team and the Indian
cricket board as well as the
people of India. We are
extremely proud of our crick-
eters and the support staff for
their superb performance in
Dubai,” Saikia added.

The BCCI also posted a
jubilant message on its social
media pages. “Three blows. 0
response.  Asia Cup
Champions. Message deliv-
ered. `21 crores prize money
for the team and support
staff,” it stated referring to
India’s unbeaten streak
against Pakistan.

The Indian team was, in
fact, undefeated through the
tournament, winning all its
seven matches.

“The undefeated champi-
ons of ASIA. Congratulations
Team India on a dominating
win and 3-0 against Pak.
Marvellous display by Tilak
Verma and @imkuldeep18. A
great show under pressure,”
posted Board vice president
Rajeev Shukla.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Dubai

India captain Suryakumar
Yadav will donate his entire
match fee from the just-con-
cluded Asia Cup to the
country’s armed forces and
the victims of Pahalgam
terror attack.

India defeated bitter foes
Pakistan by five wickets in
the final to win the trophy on
Sunday night .

“I have decided to donate
my match fees from this
tournament to support our
Armed Forces and the fami-
lies of the victims who suf-
fered from the Pahalgam
terror attack. You always
remain in my thoughts. Jai
Hind,” the 35-year-old posted
on ‘X’ after the high-voltage
win. India players are enti-
tled to Rs four lakh per match
in the T20 format, which
means that Suryakumar
would be donating a total of
`28 lakh for the seven 
games played in the conti-
nental event.

The Indian team stead-
fastly refused to exchange
pleasantries with the
Pakistani side during the
entire tournament, where it
ended up beating Salman Ali
Agha’s men on three consec-
utive Sundays.

Suryakumar had taken
the lead in snubbing
Pakistan at every opportuni-

ty during the tournament.
He also paid tribute to the
Pahalgam attack victims and
the Indian armed forces
after his team beat the arch
foes in a group match on

September 14. A furious
Pakistan had accused him of
making political statements
and sought a ban on him in
its  complaint  to 
the ICC. The world body

had then asked him to
refrain from making any
statement that might be
construed political, besides
imposing a 30 per cent fine
on his match fee of that day.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Dubai

The just-concluded Asia Cup
was deeply saturated with
off-field drama. But even
amidst the bedlam, there
were sparks of brilliance,
emergence of new stars and
tears of failure.

From a team perspective,
India remained uncon-
quered in seven matches,
though Sri Lanka stretched
them to the Super Over in an
inconsequential Super 4s
match and the final against
Pakistan went into the final
over of the tournament. 

Pakistan won their
matches except the three fix-
tures against tIndia, but
defending champions Sri
Lanka disappointed with
losses against Pakistan and
Bangladesh. Afghanistan
promised a lot but delivered
little as they failed to make
it to the Super 4s. The
number-crunching as an
intriguing, emotionally-
draining tournament comes
to a close. 

This was India’s 9th Asia
Cup title (combined in ODI
and T20I formats), and this
was also India’s 9th straight
win against Pakistan while
chasing in T20Is. 

India’s Abhishek Sharma
justified his world number
one status in T20Is with 314
runs from 7 matches with
three half-centuries and a
highest score of 75. His
average stood at 44.85 and
strike-rate an astounding
200.00.  India captain
Suryakumar Yadav strug-
gled in the tournament,

making just 72 runs from
seven matches with a
highest of 47 not out. His
deputy Shubman Gill was
also patchy with 127 runs
from seven matches with a
highest of 47.

Tilak Varma emerged one
of the stars of the tourna-
ment with 213 runs from
seven matches with the
match-winning knock of 69
not out in the final against
Pakistan which was also his
highest of the tournament.

India all-rounder Hardik

Pandya, who missed out the
summit clash, due to an
injury, had an ordinary tour-
nament with 48 runs from
six matches and four 
wickets for 120 runs at an
economy of 8.57. 

He was pulled up for his
gun-firing celebration in the
Super 4s match against
India, but opener Sahibzada
Farhan was the top batter
for Pakistan with 217 runs in
seven matches with two
half-centuries and a highest
score of 58. Fakhar Zaman

was the other notable per-
former with the bat for
Pakistan, making 181 runs
from seven matches with a
highest of 50.

The lone century of the
tournament, however, came
from the bat of Pathum
Nissanka of Sri Lanka who
smashed 107 against India in
the Super 4s, But his ton
eventually went in vain as
his side lost in the Super
Over. Most of his batting
team-mates struggled
except Kusal Perera who

accumulated 146 from six
matches. Pakistan captain
Salman Agha’s tournament
run tally was eerily similar to
his Indian counterpart
Suryakumar -- 72. The all-
rounder, a capable off-
spinner, inexplicably under-
bowled himself -- just two
overs for a solitary wicket. 

For Bangladesh, the fourth
team in the Super 4s, Saif
Hassan was the best batter
with 178 runs from four
matches with 69 being his
highest score.

India’s Kuldeep Yadav was
miles ahead of  other
bowlers with 17 wickets from
seven matches, 10 scalps
more than his nearest rival
Shaheen Shah Afridi (10
wickets from seven
matches). His best figures
were 4/7 and the economy
rate a measly 6.27.

Kuldeep swelled his Asia
Cup wicket tally (across ODI
and T20I formats) to 36 to go
past the previous record set
by former Sri Lankan pacer
Lasith Malinga 33. 

India’s pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah did a decent
job with seven wickets for
135 runs from five matches,
with an economy of 7.43. 

UAE’s Junaid Siddique was
the surprise package with
his nine wickets from three
group matches. His 4/18
against Pakistan, though in
a losing cause, was among
the best figures in a match
in the tournament.

Afghan star Rashid Khan
disappointed with just three
wickets from as many
matches as his team crashed
out in the group stage itself.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dubai

Pakistan players had “a lot to say” to Tilak Varma
when he walked to the crease during the Asia Cup

final which fired up the Indian batter to play
one of the most defining innings of his career

thus far. Having lost early wickets, India
were in a precarious situation when
Tilak came out to bat. Considering the
hostilities between the two teams,
there was plenty said to Tilak as well but
he kept his composure to produce a
batting masterclass in a high-pressure
scenario. “I wanted my bat to do the
talking. They were saying a lot of
things I just wanted to respond 

with my bat. Now they are not
visible on the ground,” said Tilak
in a chat with teammate Shivam
Dube on BCCI TV. The 60-run
stand between Dube and Tilak
helped India win the Asia Cup
with two balls to spare. Tilak
remained unbeaten on 69 off
53 balls. 
“I think my bat did the talking
as well, they did not have
much to say to me,” said

Dube in a light-hearted
conversation.

Tilak added that the
atmosphere in the
stadium fuelled him to
excel in a high stakes
contest. “The chants of

Vande Matram in the
stands gave me goose-

bumps. I just want
to say Bharat

mata ki  jai ,”
added Tilak.
Besides the
crucial 33 in
the middle-
order, Dube
was handed a

stiff challenge
of bowling the

first over of the
game in the

absence of  injured
Hardik Pandya. There were

serious question marks over his bowling not so long
ago but Dube passed the bowling test as well 
with flying colours.

“There is a lot of hard work behind (my bowling)
and prayers of Indian team supporters. Lot of
support and confidence has been given by the man-
agement. It was crucial game, I got a big opportuni-
ty. It was fun,” concluded Dube.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Guwahati

Hardik Pandya was under-
standably “gutted” to have
missed the Asia Cup final
against Pakistan with a
niggle but found comfort in
the team's title triumph,
saying said such tight chases
will stand the side in good
stead for the future.  India
chased down the target of
147 set by Pakistan in 19.4
overs to clinch their ninth
Asia Cup title on Sunday.  “I
was very gutted to miss the
most important game, but
the way the boys played
was outstanding.  They
showed a lot of character,”
Pandya said in a video
posted by the BCCI. 

“These games are going to
help us in the long run where
we will be tested, we will be
put under pressure. The way
we held our nerves was fan-
tastic,” he added.  Pandya
said this Indian side is learn-
ing fast to adapt to all kind of
situations and conditions.
“T20 cricket is about that,
come and dominate, play a
fearless brand, and at the
same point of time learn
and adapt, I think this team

is learning that,” he said.
The Baroda cricketer praised
opener Abhishek Sharma for
helping the team to start off
the block in a blazing
manner.  “Outstanding effort
by Abhishek from the top —
the way he played and the
fearlessness he showed,
half of the game he won for
us in the Power Play itself,” 
he said. 
Personally, Pandya did not
have a bright Asia Cup
campaign, taking just four
wickets from six matches
at an economy rate 
of 8.57.
However, the 31-year-old
did not read too much into
records and said he rel-
ished the challenge of han-
dling the new ball duties
alongside Jasprit Bumrah. 

“I have always enjoyed
any role that I am given,
and this time I was handed
over the new ball, which I
really enjoyed. Batting has
always been there, when-
ever the team requires, as
that's the way I like to bat,”
he said. “Bowling has been
my No. 1 priority for a long
time now, if Hardik Pandya
bowls then batting is never
a problem. I treat myself as

a pure fast bowler and I
have taken a lot of pride in
that.  It 's  a lot of  
hard work, a lot of disci-
pline, and it has been a con-
stant which I really enjoy,” he

said. Pandya said he has
accepted bowling as a choice
in his life rather than as a
mundane chore.

“I tried making a big deal
out of it, but as a person I am

not like that because in my
life I have learned that if you
create something like ‘it's a
big thing I am doing' then on
the 15th day, you will lose
motivation.

Yadav donates total match fees to Armed Forces

INDIA DEFEATED BITTER FOES PAKISTAN BY
FIVE WICKETS IN THE FINAL TO WIN THE
TROPHY ON SUNDAY NIGHT. INDIAN TEAM
STEADFASTLY REFUSED TO EXCHANGE
PLEASANTRIES WITH PAKISTANI SIDE

I responded with
my bat: Tilak

Abhishek and Kuldeep shine brightest in Asia Cup 

THE
60-RUN

STAND BETWEEN
DUBE AND TILAK

HELPED INDIA WIN THE
ASIA CUP WITH TWO

BALLS TO SPARE. TILAK
REMAINED UNBEATEN

ON 69 OFF 53
BALLS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Dubai

Salman Agha feels that Indian
team’s ‘No Handshake’ policy
while playing Pakistan in the
Asia Cup was “disrespectful”
to the game and not the best
example of sportsmanship
for the young fans who look
up to cricketers as role
models.

India beat arch-rivals
Pakistan by five wickets in a
highly volatile Asia Cup final
here on Sunday to win their
second tournament title in
the T20 format. “What India
have done this tournament is
very disappointing. They are
not disrespecting us by not
shaking hands, they are dis-

respecting cricket. Good
teams don’t do what they
did,” the Pakistan skipper
said at the post-match press
conference. For Salman, ful-
filling obligations is a part of
playing the sport. “We went
to pose with the trophy
(photo shoot) on our own
because we wanted to fulfil
our obligations. We stood
there and took our medals. I
don’t want to use harsh
words but they’ve been very
disrespectful.”

Salman claimed that
Suryakumar has been a differ-
ent person in public when it
came to exchanging cour-
tesy compared to how he
behaved in private. 

“He shook hands with me

in private at the start of the
tournament, both at the pre-
tournament press confer-
ence., and when we met in
the referee’s meeting.

But when they’re out in the
world in front of the cameras,
they don’t shake our hands.

“I’m sure he’s following
the instructions he’s been
given, but if it was up to
him, he’d shake hands with
me.” Salman tried to justify
Asian Cricket Council (ACC)
chief Mohsin Naqvi’s deci-
sion to stand on the presen-
tation dais before walking
away with the trophy. He
said India were not awarded
the trophy as they didn’t
want to collect it from the PCB
chief.

Don’t want to be harsh but Surya
disrespected cricket, says Agha 

BCCI announces `21 cr

award for team, staff

Gutted to miss final; win will help us in long run: Hardik


