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PAWAR DEFENDS
VIRAL VIDEO CALL 
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar defended
his actions after a viral video
showed him rebuking IPS
officer Anjana Krishna during
her crackdown on illegal
murum soil excavation in
Solapur. Pawar claimed he
aimed to deescalate ten-
sions, not interfere with law
enforcement. The video, aired
by Marathi news channels,
depicted Pawar sternly
asking Krishna to halt action.
Despite the controversy, he
expressed support for the
police and adherence to legal
governance. Meanwhile, an
FIR was filed against several
individuals who allegedly
obstructed officials during
the August 31 operation.
Charges include assault,
unlawful assembly, and envi-
ronmental law violations.

SHETTY, SPOUSE
UNDER FRAUD PROBE
Mumbai Police’s Economic
Offences Wing has issued a
Lookout Circular (LOC) against
Bollywood actor Shilpa Shetty
and her husband Raj Kundra in
a Rs 60 crore cheating case.
The case involves a complaint
by businessman Deepak
Kothari, who alleges the couple
duped him in a loan-cum-
investment deal linked to their
company Best Deal TV Private
Limited. Kothari claims funds
meant for business were divert-
ed for personal use. Shetty and
Kundra deny criminal wrongdo-
ing, stating the matter is civil
and was adjudicated by the
National Company Law
Tribunal. The LOC aims to
monitor the couple’s frequent
international travel.

HEART DISEASES TOP
INDIAN DEATHS
Cardiovascular diseases remain
India’s leading cause of death,
accounting for nearly 31 per
cent of fatalities, according to
the Sample Registration
Survey’s 2021-2023 report.
Non-communicable diseases
cause 56.7 per cent of deaths,
while communicable, maternal,
perinatal, and nutritional condi-
tions account for 23.4 per cent.
Other major causes include res-
piratory infections (9.3 per
cent), cancers (6.4 per cent),
and respiratory diseases (5.7
per cent). Cardiovascular dis-
eases dominate deaths in those
over 30, while suicide is the
leading cause in ages 15-29.
Injuries make up 9.4 per cent of
deaths. The report highlights
potential misclassification but
offers vital insights for under-
standing India’s mortality.

PUNJAB CM
HOSPITALISED
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann was
hospitalised at Fortis Hospital,
Mohali, after experiencing
exhaustion and a low heart
rate. His vitals were stabilised,
and he is under close medical
observation. Mann had been
suffering from viral fever and
was admitted when his
condition didn’t improve. AAP
leader Arvind Kejriwal visited
Mann at his residence after the
news of his illness. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

The Mumbai police are
on high alert after receiv-
ing a threat message
claiming that 14 terrorists
entered the city with 400
kg of RDX and planted
them in vehicles, an offi-
cial said on Friday. As the
police made security
arrangements for Anant
Chaturthi, the 10th day of
the Ganesh festival, the
traffic police control room
on Thursday night
received a threat message
on their  WhatsApp
helpline, the official said.

He said that the Crime
Branch has launched an
investigation into the
threat, and the Anti-

Terrorism Squad (ATS)
and other agencies have
also been informed. The
official said that the
sender mentioned the
name of an organisation
called Lashkar-e-Jihadi in
the threat message. The
sender claimed that 14
terrorists had entered
the city and planted 400
kg of RDX in 34 vehicles
for blasts, which will
“shake the country”, he
said.

Mumbai is celebrating
the 10-day Ganesh festi-
val, and police are making
security arrangements for
lakhs who will throng the
city’s streets on the final
day, on Saturday. While
investigating the source
of the message, the police

are taking precautions to
prevent untoward inci-
dents in the city.

The official said securi-
ty has been beefed up at
key locations and
combing operations are
being conducted at differ-
ent places. The police
have also appealed to
Mumbaikars  not  to
believe in rumours and
report any suspicious
activity, he said.

More than 21,000 police
personnel will  be
deployed in Mumbai to
maintain law and order
during idol immersions
while for the first time,
police will use artificial
intelligence (AI) for route
management and other
traffic-related updates. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Despite a reduction in the
water being released from
Haryana’s Hathnikund Barrage,
the Yamuna River continues to
pose a significant threat to the
capital, flowing nearly two
meters above its danger mark
and one meter above the evac-
uation level. The high water
levels have led to widespread
waterlogging, disrupting daily
life and affecting thousands of
residents in low-lying areas,
with Government data
showing that almost 18,000
people have been impacted
across five districts.

The water level in the river
was recorded at 207.12m at
6pm at the main flood forecast-
ing station of Old Railway

Bridge, well above the danger
mark of 205.33m and the evac-
uation level of 206m. According
to the Central Water
Commission, current indica-
tions show that the water level
of the Yamuna River in Delhi
will continue to recede. On
Saturday, 6 September 2025, at
8.00 am, the water level of the
Yamuna is expected to be
206.40meters. The relentless
overflow has engulfed crema-
tion grounds, temples, major
roads, and local markets, bring-
ing normal life to a standstill in
affected areas.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
held an online review meeting
with Divisional Commissioner
Neeraj Semwal and the dis-
trict magistrates of all 11
revenue districts to assess
the situation.

Lost India to China, Trump laments
ASHOKE RAJ 
n New Delhi

US President Donald Trump
on Friday claimed that the
United States has “lost” both
India and Russia to
“deepest, darkest China,”
as relations between
Washington and New Delhi
continue to deteriorate —
marking what analysts
describe as the lowest point
in over two decades of bilat-
eral engagement.

In a post on his Truth
Social platform, Trump
reacted to the growing
strategic alignment among
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Chinese
President Xi Jinping, and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin at the recent Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) summit in Tianjin,
China. Sharing a widely cir-
culated old photo of Modi,
Xi, and Putin walking togeth-
er, Trump wrote:

“Looks like we’ve lost
India and Russia to deepest,
darkest China. May they
have a long and prosperous
future together!” India’s
Ministry of External Affairs
offered no immediate
comment  on Trump’s
remarks. A spokesperson
Randhir Jaisawal simply

stated: “I have no com-
ments  on the post .”
Trump’s statement follows
a sharp escalation in trade
tensions  after  the US

administration — under his
renewed influence within
the Republican Party —
doubled tariffs on Indian
goods to 50 per cent. 

Terror threat puts Mumbai on toesAs Yamuna recedes, silt
and sickness cover Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The unresolved boundary
dispute with China is the
biggest national security chal-
lenge followed by Pakistan’s
proxy war and its strategy of
“bleeding India by a thousand
cuts,” Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) General Anil Chauhan
said on Friday.

“I consider the unresolved
border dispute with China
as the biggest challenge. The
second major challenge is
the proxy war being run by
Pakistan against India,” the
CDS said.”Pakistan’s strategy
has been to ‘bleed India by a
thousand cuts. It means keep
hurting India slowly at a
regular interval and keep the
flow of blood continuing in

the country.” He added that
dealing with threats emanat-
ing from two adversaries with
nuclear weapons is another
major challenge facing India
as it will have to be prepared
for any kind of conventional
warfare.

At an event in Uttar
Pradesh, the top military offi-
cial identified regional insta-
bility and its impact on India,
and the preparations needed
to handle future battlefield
scenarios with high technol-
ogy components in a rapidly
challenging environment as
the fourth major challenges.
“ Wars are changing rapidly.
Future wars will not be con-
fined to land, air and water.
It will include space, cyber
and electromagnetic
domains. 

Single Indians or missing records?
RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Complete lack of awareness
in registration of marriages
not just birth and death, has
led to a startling revelation in
the Sample Registration
System (SRS) report for 2023
which has reflected only 50.5
percent of the total popula-
tion had never been married,
with a higher percentage
among men (55.4 percent)
than women (45.3 percent) in
2023.

Surprisingly, Bihar, and
Jammu and Kashmir have
the highest percentage of
the never married population
at 58.3 per cent and 57.5 per
cent, respectively. Whereas,
Tamil Nadu has the lowest
percentage (41.3 percent)

never married population.
Officials attributed to the
lower percentage records as
majority of the Bihar couples
do not get registered their
marriage as per the protocol.

In urban areas, the highest
mean age at effective mar-
riage is recorded in Jammu &
Kashmir (27.6 years), followed
by Himachal Pradesh (27.1
years), Assam (25.0 years) and
Maharashtra (24.9 years) for all
ages. The lowest mean age at
effective marriage in urban

areas are seen in West Bengal
(22.9 years), Bihar (23.0 years),
and Jharkhand (23.2 years).

At the national level, 2.1 per
cent women got married
before the age of 18, 25.0 per
cent got married between the
ages of 18-20 and 72.9 per cent
got married at the age of 21 or
above. In rural areas, the cor-
responding percentages are
2.5 per cent, 28.1 per cent and
69.4 per cent respectively,
while in urban areas, they are
1.2 per cent, 17.0 per cent and
81.8 per cent respectively.

On the other hand, 45.9 per
cent of the total population
was reported as married,
with a higher percentage
among females (49.0 per
cent) than males (42.9 per
cent). The remaining 3.6 per

cent of the population was
either widowed, divorced or
separated, with a higher per-
centage among females (5.6
per cent) than males (1.7 per
cent).

The proportion of married
females is lowest in Jammu
& Kashmir (48.7 per cent)
and highest in Himachal
Pradesh (63.0 per cent). The
proportion of
widowed/divorced/separat-
ed females is highest in
Tamil Nadu (12.4 per cent)
and lowest in Bihar (2.5 per
cent).

The highest percentage of
the population was reported
as widowed, divorced or sep-
arated in Tamil Nadu (6.8
per cent) and lowest in Bihar
(1.5 per cent). 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

By closing his final game of
Scrabble with the word ‘Bae’,
Madhav Gopal Kamath
created history at the World
Youth Scrabble
Championship (WYSC) by
becoming the first Indian to
win the tournament. 

Kamath emerged victori-
ous among 218 under-18
players from 18 countries at
the 20th edition of the annual
tournament held in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.

The 14-year-old from Delhi
clinched the championship,
organised by the World
English-Language Scrabble
Players Association (WESPA),
in the penultimate round,
finishing with 21 wins from

24 rounds. Kamath, a class 10
student of Sanskriti School in
Chanakyapuri, was first
introduced to the board
game at the age of five at
home by his father and
uncle. 

“I would just sit and watch
them play and from there I
picked up the basics of the
game. It seemed like a fun
game and then I started
playing. So at first I’d play
casually at home with my dad
and my brothers and then
started playing at tourna-

ments when I was 6 or 7,”
Kamath told PTI.

Since his first entry into the
Under-18 championship,
Kamath has played in the
tournament seven times and
stood runner-up twice. 

Even though the closing
word ‘Bae’ values only five
points, Kamath said it was one
of the words in the long game
that helped him win. “I don’t
think there was any one par-
ticular important word that
turned the game. Bae was the
last word that I played in my
final match,” he said. 

Earlier this year, Kamath
became the youngest-ever
national champion of the
25th National Scrabble
Championship in Mumbai,
and is currently ranked 8th in
the world across all ages. 

Delhi boy wins global scrabble contest

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

With US President Donald
Trump imposing stiff tariff on
India thereby adversely
impacting exports up to 48
billion dollars,  Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said here on Friday the
Government will announce a
package of relief measures to
support exporters.

Her assurance that Indian
exporters will not be left
“high and dry” came as the US
last month enforced addi-
tional duties on Indian goods,
including a 25 per cent puni-
tive levy linked to New Delhi’s
Russian crude oil imports.
With this, tariffs on several
products — ranging from gar-
ments and jewellery to
footwear and chemicals —
have climbed as high as 50
per cent.

The relief package would
help those industries affect-
ed by the recently imposed
tariffs. “The Government will
come out with something to
handhold those who have
been hit by 50 per cent
tariffs,” Sitharaman said
without elaborating further.

“Industries have been
speaking about tariffs and
their  impact .  The

Government has designed
something, and we will
come up with the same for
companies hit by 50 per
cent  tari f fs ,”  she said.
However, the finance minis-
ter added that the proposed
plan would need Cabinet
approval.

Sectors most affected
include textiles and apparel,

as well as gems and jewellery,
which together account for a
large share of India’s export
earnings. Exporters in other
industries are also under
pressure. These include
leather and footwear, chem-
icals, engineering products,
agricultural and marine
exports. With higher tariffs,
exporters fear that India’s

products may become less
competitive in the American
market. Companies have
warned that this could result
in lower orders and weaker
demand in the coming
months.

The Government’s plan will
likely address liquidity chal-
lenges faced by small and
medium exporters. 

Tariff relief in works: FM

MEA SLAMS US REMARKS
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: India has

strongly rejected recent

remarks made by US

President Donald Trump’s

senior trade advisor, Peter

Navarro, calling them

“inaccurate and misleading.”

The comments have further

inflamed diplomatic

tensions between New Delhi

and Washington following

the imposition of steep US

tariffs on Indian goods.

“We have seen inaccurate

and misleading statements

made by Mr. Navarro.

Obviously, we reject them,”

said Randhir Jaiswal,

spokesperson for India’s

Ministry of External Affairs,

at a press briefing on

Friday.

Navarro, known for his

combative rhetoric, has

launched repeated attacks

on India since Trump’s

return to office, targeting

the country’s trade practices

and foreign policy-

especially its continued

energy ties with Russia.

Police personnel keep vigil as part of crowd control measures for the immersion of Lord Ganesh idols as
the Ganesh Chaturthi festival concludes, at Girgaon Chowpatty, in Mumbai PTI

CDS General Anil Chauhan with Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath in Gorakhnath Temple PTI

Workers moving a cart loaded with LPG cylinders through a flooded relief camp
in New Delhi on Friday PTI

China border dispute
biggest challenge: CDS

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman addressing the media in New Delhi on Wednesday PTI

PM Modi seen with President Putin and President Xi at SCO summit PTI

BIHAR AND J&K
HAVE THE HIGHEST
PERCENTAGE OF
THE NEVER
MARRIED
POPULATION

KAMATH, A CLASS 10
STUDENT, WAS 
FIRST INTRODUCED
TO THE BOARD
GAME AT THE AGE
OF FIVE

12

Smart teachers
hold key
to India’s 
future:
President

10

Cooking
a multi
cuisine
meal

16

Yuki Bhambri
bows out of
US Open

7

LAW & JUSTICE

Allow passion to
evolve, law graduates
urged by SC judge

UK Deputy
PM resigns
after tax row



I, Jasbir Singh S/o 
Santokh Singh R/o v/p/o 
Behlolpur Tehsil & District 
Mohali. That my son 
Lakhwinder Singh  and 
his wife Harpreet Kaur, 
both are not under my 
control. I disown them 
from my moveable & 
immovable properties. I 
shall not be responsible 
for their any kind of act in 
future. 

We Suresh Kumar 
S/o Sh. Jeet Ram and 
Anju Jogi W/o Sh. Suresh 
Kumar R/o H.No.489-90, 
Model Town, Distt. 
Karnal, declare that my 
son Aman Jogi and his 
wife Tanisha Gandhi are 
all out of my control. I 
evict all of them from my 
movable and immovable 
property. Anyone who 
deals with them in future 
will be responsible for it. 

I, Som Wati w/o Late 
Shri Ram Partap  R/O # 
349/A, Small Flat, 
Dhanas, Chandigarh 
hereby Disown my Son 
Rakesh and his wife 
Sanju from my all 
movable/ immovable 
properties. They are out 
of my control. If anybody 
deal with them and their 
children will do so at own 
cost / Responsibility. I 
shall not be responsible 
for their any deeds.  

I Sushila W/o Late 
Ved Ram R/o House No 
75, Phase-III, Bapu 
Dham Colony Sector 26, 
Chandigarh inform that 
my son Rajan and his 
wife Dharam Vati are out 
of my control. I disown 
them from my all 
moveable and 
Immovable Properties. 
Anybody deal with them 
at their own Risk. 

I Surjeet Singh s/o 
Jogi Ram r/o Vill. Keorak 
Teh. & Distt. Kaithal 
declare that my son 
Mohit Kumar is out of my 
control. So I evict him 
from my movable and 
immovable property. 
Whoever deals with him 
will be responsible for it. I 
and the rest of my family 
will have no 
responsibility.  

I, Chanchal Arora 
W/o Harbansal Lal Arora, 
R/o Azad Nagar, Tehsil 
Thanesar, District 
Kurukshetra, have 
evicted my son Gaurav 
Arora from all my 
movable- immovable 
properties, as he is 
beyond my control. 
Anybody dealing with him 
at their own risk. I, my 
brother or any other 
member of my family will 
not responsible. 

I Ajay Kumar s/o 
Badan Singh r/o Wz-626, 
Second Floor, Nangal 
Raya, Delhi Cantonment, 
South West Delhi-110046 
declare that my son 
Manoj Kumar and his 
wife Deepika are out of 
my control. So I evict 
them from my movable 
and immovable property. 
Whoever deals with them 
will be responsible for it. I 
and the rest of my family 
will have no 
responsibility. 

We,  Sandeep S/o 
Faujdar Singh and 
Anupam W/o Sandeep, 
H. No.2036, Sector 19-C 
Chandigarh, disown our 
son Himanshu from 
movable / immovable 
property as he is beyond 
our control. Anybody 
deals him do at own risk/ 
responsibility, we shall 
not be responsible. 

We, Jagan Nath son 
of Shri Jai Singh and 
Kamlesh wife of Shri 
Jagan Nath residents of 
House No. 1103/3, Rajiv 
Colony, Sector 17, 
Panchkula, Haryana 
declare that our son 
Sandeep and his wife 
Satnam Kaur alias Jyoti 
is not in our Control. We 
disown our Son and his 
wife from our Movable 
and immovable 
Properties. Anybody 
dealing with them will be 
solely responsible for his 
legal and illegal Activities. 
We and any of our family 
member have nothing to 
do with him. 

I, Harjit Kaur aged 
about 47 years w/o 
Hardeep Singh, R/o ward 
no. 9, Mari Mohala, 
Chamkaur Sahib, Tehsil 
Chamkaur Sahib, Distt. 
Rupnagar, Punjab, India 
declare that my daughter 
Kiranpreet Kaur, who is 
residing at 3 east avenue 
Southall UB 12 AQ 
London (UK) is out of my 
control.I disown her from 
all my movable & 
immovable properties. If 
anybody deals with her will 
do so at their own risk. 

îËº, Õ¹Ã¹î êåéÆ ðÅî 
«íÅÇÂÁÅ òÅÃÆ îÕÅé é¿: ìÆ-
CC/CGA, ÕÕ¶ÇÜÁ» ×ñÆ, 
ìàÅñÅ, Ç÷ñ·Å ×¹ðçÅÃê¹ð, 
ê³ÜÅì ÇìÁÅé ÕðçÆ Ô» ÇÕ î¶ðÅ 
ñóÕÅ ðÅÕ¶ô íÅàÆÁÅ, À¹ÃçÆ 
êåéÆ  Ã¹ÇÚåzÅ å¶ ê¯åðÆ ðÆôÆÕÅ 
íÅàÆÁÅ î¶ð¶ ÕÇÔä¶ å¯º ìÅÔð 
ÔéÍ ÇÂÃ ñÂÆ îËº ÇÂé·» ù 
ÁÅêäÆ åîÅî Ú¾ñ òÅ ÁÚ¾ñ 
ÜÅÇÂçÅç å¯º ì¶çÖñ ÕðçÆ Ô»Í 
Ü¶Õð Õ¯ÂÆ òÆ ÇòÁÕåÆ ÇÂé·» 
éÅñ ÇÕÃ¶ òÆ åð·» çÅ ñËä ç¶ä 
Õð¶×Å, À¹Ô ÁÅêä¶ éë¶ é¹ÕÃÅé 
çÅ Ö¹ç Ç÷¿î¶òÅð Ô¯ò¶×ÅÍ î¶ðÅ òÅ 
î¶ð¶ êÇðòÅð çÅ ÇÂé·» éÅñ Õ¯ÂÆ 
åñÕ òÅÃåÅ éÔÄ ÇðÔÅÍ 
Ãì¿Çèå é¯à ÕðéÍ 

It is for general 
information that I, VISHAL 
KUMAR S/o BALVIR 
CHAND, R/o H No. 
1608/6, Sagran Mohalla, 
Adampur, Adampur 
Doaba, Jalandhar, 
Punjab-144102, declare 
that name of my father has 
been wrongly written as 
BALVIR KUMAR in my all 
educational documents. 
The actual name of my 
father is BALVIR CHAND, 
which may be amended 
accordingly.  It is certified 
that I have complied with 
other legal requirements in 
this connection.  VISHAL 
KUMAR  

It is for general 
information that I, Ritu 
Negi W/o Jagdish Singh 
R/o Near Amar Building 
Material, Singha Devi, 
Nada, PO: Naya Gaon, 
Dist: SAS Nagar (Mohali) 
Punjab-160103 declare 
that my and the name of 
my husband have been 
wrongly recorded as Ritu 
Devi and Jagdish Singh 
Negi respectively, in the 
educational documents 
i.e., 10th class marksheet 
of my minor son Ayush 
Negi, aged 15 years. The 
correct name of me and 
my husband are Ritu Negi 
and Jagdish Singh 
respectively, which may be 
amended accordingly. It is 
certified that I have 
complied with other legal 
requirements in this 
connection.  

I, Dheeraj Kumar S/o 
Sh. Onkar Mal R/o Ward 
No. 09, Ellenabad Tehsil 
Ellenabad, Distt. Sirsa 
(Haryana). That I have 
changed my daughter 
name from Mihika to Mahi. 

I, Ashok Kumar S/O 
Wazir Chand R/O 409, 4th 
Floor Block – B Tulip 
Height Vip Road Zirakpur 
Mohali Punjab Changed 
My Name From Ashok 
Thakur To Ashok Kumar. 
Kindly Note. 

I, Pardeep Saini, son 
of Shri Gian Chand Saini, 
hereby state that in my 
passport (No. N5098354), 
my name and address 
have been wrongly written 
as Pardeep Kumar and 
47/54 B.C. Bazaar, Staff 
Road, Ambala Cantt, 
Haryana. My correct and 
actual name is Pardeep 
Saini and my correct 
address is 47/54 B.C. 
Bazaar, Ambala Cantt, 
Haryana. 

I, Sushma Saini, wife 
of Pardeep Saini, hereby 
state that in my passport 
(No. N5098353), my and 
my husband’s names 
have been incorrectly 
written as Sushma and 
Pradeep Saini. 
Furthermore, the address 
has been wrongly 
mentioned as House No. 
54, B.C. Bazar, Staff 
Road, Ambala Cantt. My 
correct and actual name is 
Sushma Saini, the correct 
spelling of my husband’s 
name is Pardeep Saini, 
and my correct address is 
47/54 B.C. Bazar, Ambala 
Cantt, Haryana.  

I, Mrs. Simpy 
Chauhan, W/o Mr. Deepak 
Chauhan, aged r/o House 
No. 728-C, Top Floor, 
Divine Worlds, Sector 115, 
Sante Majra, SAS Nagar 
(Mohali), Punjab - 140307, 
that I have changed my 
minor daughter name 
Rachana to Amyra. 

I, Renu W/O Shri 
Chhavi Kumar R/O H.No. 
2121, Ashiana Enclave 
Sector 48-C, Chandigarh 
Have Changed My Name 
From Renu To Renu Dua. 

I, Rajinder Singh, 
Adhar No. 727830753058, 
S/O Chhaju Ram, R/O 
221, Patti Khott, P.O. 
Manas, Tehsil And District 
Kaithal, Informs That, I 
Have Changed The Name 
Of My Son From Jony To 
Jony Sandhu. Call Him 
Jony Sandhu In Future. 

I, no. 2481026M Ex 
Naik Pawan Kumar S/o 
Sukhdev Singh R/o H.No. 
816, Balran Road, Ward 
no. 16 Jakhal Mandi, 
Tehsil Tohana, Distt. 
Fatehabad declares that in 
my Service document and 
discharge book my 
daughter's name wrongly 
recorded as Shallu Rani 
while her actual name is 
Shallu as per all her 
documents I.e. Adhar 
card, Pan card, Voter card 
etc.Now, I want to make it 
correct as Shallu  in my 
Service document and  
discharge book. 

I, Neha Rani W/o 
Tarun R/o H. No. 95 Sant 
Nagar, Near chhoti line, 
Yamunanagar have 
changed my name from 
Neha Rani to Neha 
Handa. 

I, Narender Kumar 
Kamboj S/o Sohan Lal 
Kamboj R/o 1172 Devi 
Pura Jagadhri, Distt. 
Yamunanagar have 
changed my name from 
Nerinder Kamboj to 
Narender Kumar Kamboj. 

I, Paramvir S/o Gyan 
Singh R/o Village 
Singhpura (Malikpur) 
Postoffice Dhurala, Tehsil 
Thanesar District 
Kurukshetra, have 
changed my name from 
PARAMVIR TO 
PARAMVEER. 

I, Gain Singh S/o Ram 
Ji Lal R/o Village 
Singhpura (Malikpur) 
Postoffice Dhurala, Tehsil 
Thanesar District 
Kurukshetra, have 
changed my name from 
GAIN SINGH to GYAN 
SINGH. 

I, Sajanpreet Singh 
S/o Gurnam Singh R/o 
Santu Nangal, Amritsar, 
Punjab-143606 have 
changed my name from 
Sajanpreet Singh to Singh 
is my surname and 
Sajanpreet is my given 
name. 

I, Harmanjot Singh 
S/o Gurdial Singh R/o 
VPO Balsarai, Tehsil Baba 
Bakala, Distt. Amritsar, 
Punjab have changed my 
name from Harmanjot 
Singh to Singh is my 
surname and Harmanjot is 
my given name.  

I Sandeep Ahlawat 
Resident of Village 
Larsouli, Teh. Ganaur, 
Sonipat, Haryana, have 
changed my daughter's 
name Rythem to Rythem 
Ahlawat vide affidavit nbr: 
IN-UP76704503374997X 
Dtd 06/06/2025 before 
Ghaziabad Sadar/UP-
GZB 

I, Sehajpreet Singh 
son of Jatinder Singh 
holder of Indian passport 
number V5453327, issued 
at Jalandhar on 
11/01/2022, permanent 
resident of VPO Naushera 
Pattan, Tehsil Mukerian, 
District Hoshiarpur, 
Punjab, 144211,India , and 
presently residing at 24 
Gallpoint Crescent, 
Brampton, Ontario, 
L6P1R4, Canada do 
hereby change my name 
from Sehajpreet Singh to 
Sehajpreet Singh Kahlon 
with immediate effect. 

I, Bhavana D/O of No 
6483972H Ex Hav (ACP 
Nb Sub) Raman Kumar, 
resident of  H.No 285, 
Ward No 1, Bridge No 4,  
Mohalla Prem Nagar, 
Sujanpur, PO – Sujanpur, 
Teh & Distt – Pathankot 
(Pb) – 145023 have 
changed my name from 
Bhavana to Bhawana. 

I Kubady Ram S/o 
Khasa Ram, House NO 
642, Dainik Bhaskar, 
Sector 25-D, Chandigarh 
have changed my name 
from Kubady Ram to 
Kawari Ram. 

I Anu D/o Dhyian 
Singh R/o House No 
1103/2, Shivalik Vihar 
Zirakpur, Distt Mohali 
Punjab have changed my 
name from Anu to Ranjeet 
Kaur.  

I, Surjeet Singh, S/o 
Hawa Singh, R/o Vill. 
Lohari Jatu, District 
Bhiwani, state that in the 
records of my son Saavan, 
Class 9, DAV Police Public 
School, Hisar, my name is 
recorded as Surjeet, my 
wife's name is Sheela, 
whereas my correct name 
is Surjeet Singh, my wife's 
correct name is Sheela 
Rani. 

I, Dharam Vir S/o 
Ram Kumar R/o Jogna 
Khera, Dabkheri, 
Kurukshetra have 
changed my name from 
Dharam Vir to 
Dharamveer. 

I Sonia W/o Sandeep 
Kumar R/o Hangoli Road 
Vill. Mustafabad, Tehsil 
Jagadhri, District 
Yamunanagar, Haryana, 
India. have changed my 
name from Sonia to Sonia 
Rani. In future i will be 
known by this name. 
Concerned please may 
note. 

I Varun Shrivastav 
S/O SURESH KUMAR 
R/O JAWAHARPUR, 
DERABASSI, SAS 
NAGAR, (MOHALI) HAVE 
CHANGED MY NAME 
FROM Varun to Varun 
Shrivastav 

I Yogesh S/o Harihar 
parshad  R/o Bhai Jagta 
Colony, Barara, Tehsil 
Barara (Ambala), have 
changed my name Yogesh 
to Yogeshwar Pandey. 

I, Taranjeet Singh 
Bhamra S/o Sh.Amarjeet 
Singh Bhamra R/o House 
No-4313, Sector-68, 
Mohali, Tehsil & District 
S.A.S Nagar, declare that 
I have changed my son 
name from Agamveer 
Singh to Agamveer Singh 
Bhamra 

I, PARAMJIT KAUR 
W/O EX NO-2476416-L, 
RANK- HAV, NAME- LATE 
JASBIR SINGH CHEEMA. 
Postal Address of VILL- 
SALOURA, PO- 
PATHRERI JATTAN, 
TEHSIL-RUPNAGAR, 
DISTRICT-RUPNAGAR, 
declared that I want to 
amend my daughter's 
name PARWINDER 
KAUR to PARMINDER 
KAUR in my late 
husband's Army Records 

I, Pawan Kumar S/o 
Sh. Krishan Lal Verma, 
R/o House No. 1165, 
Sector 10 Panchkula 
Haryana have changed 
my name from Pawan 
Kumar to Pawan Kumar 
Verma. 

I, EX No-1447411-H, 
Rank-NK, NAME- 
RANDHIR SINGH, 
residence of VPO-
TAPPRIAN AMAR 
SINGH, TEHSIL- 
CHAMKAUR, DISTRICT-
RUPNAGAR, STATE 
-PUNJAB declared That I 
change my wife's name 
(KULDIP KAUR to 
GURDEEP KAUR) and 
date of birth (20-03-1965 
to 16-03-1966) 

I Dalbir s/o Gyani 
Ram r/o Kaloda Kalan 
Teh. Narwana Distt. Jind 
declare that in 10th 
certificate of my son his 
name is Aman and D.O.B. 
is 24.10.2004 which are 
wrong. As per his Birth 
Certificate his correct 
name is Aman & Correct 
D.O.B. is 14.10.2004 
which should be corrected 
in his 10th Certificate. 

I  Dheeraj Chawla S/o 
Pawan Chawla R/o #48, 
Ward No.11, Khere Wali 
Gali, Tehsil Pehowa, 
District Kurukshetra, have 
changed my name from 
Dhiraj Chawla to Dheeraj 
Chawla. 

I Amanpal Kaur Alias 
Kori Alias Koro W/O 
Harpal Singh R/o Malout 
Road  Sri muktsar Sahib 
have Declare all above 
said names Amanpal Kaur 
Alias Kori Alias Koro are 
my. 

I, Vijay Pal Singh, 
father of Service no. 
4206882L Rank LNK 
Dileep Kumar   R/o Village 
Dadpur, PO. Bhakrauli, 
Tehsil Gannaur, District 
Badaun (UP) have 
changed my name from 
Vijay Pal Singh  to 
Vijaypal. vide affidavit 
dated 04.09.2025 
Panchkula 

I Khushi D/o Sh. 
Gurbinder singh, R/o H.no 
49, Phase 11(sector 65), 
Mohali, Distt SAS Nagar, 
Punjab have changed my 
name from Khushi to 
Khushi Kaur. 

I, Rahul Verma S/o 
Surender Kumar R/o 
H.No. 661/21 Housing 
Board Jind Tehsil and 
District Jind have 
Changed my minor son 
name from Enrique Verma 
to Kabir Verma. 

I Narender Kaur wife 
of Manjnder singh 
Ro.village galloli patran 
patiala have changed my 
name from narender kaur 
to narinder kaur in future.I 
shall be know my new 
name Narinder Kaur. 
Concerned please note. 

I, No. 15778850-P, 
BHM, Sunil Kumar S/o Sh. 
Jai Pal R/o H.No. 1288/1 
Shastri Nagar, Hissar Bye 
pass, Rohtak-124001 
declared that I am working 
as BHM in Indian Army. 
My Father name Jaipal 
and his DOB 01.07.1960 
are wrongly mentioned in 
my service record. But my 
Father actual name is Jai 
Pal and actual date of birth 
is 03.06.1958 as per his 
Aadhar Card, PAN Card, 
Bank passbook, etc. 

I, Kirandeep Kaur 
wife of Gurjant Singh 
resident of Ward No. 3, 
Kabir Basti, Tehsil Malout 
District Sri Muktsar Sahib 
hereby declare that for all 
future purposes I have 
changed my name from 
Kirandeep Kaur to 
Kiranpal Kaur 

I, ASHA SINGH 
Mother of  No. JC830167A 
Rank: NB/SUB Name: 
OMPRAKASH SINGH, 
Presently Residing at 
Village-HARDASPUR  
KASHI, POST- 
BUJURGA, DISTRICT- 
GHAZIPUR, STATE- 
UTTAR PRADESH-
233305. I have changed 
my name from ASHA 
SINGH (old name) to 
INTES SINGH (new 
name). Hence the affidavit 
sworn Before Notary 
Advocate Col. APS 
Chahel Date 04.09.2025. 

I, BECHOO SINGH 
Father of  No. JC830167A 
Rank: NB/SUB Name: 
OMPRAKASH SINGH, 
Presently Residing at 
Village-HARDASPUR  
KASHI, POST- 
BUJURGA, DISTRICT- 
GHAZIPUR, STATE- 
UTTAR PRADESH-
233305. I have changed 
my name from BECHOO 
SINGH (old name) to 
BECHAN (new name). 
Hence the affidavit sworn 
Before Notary Advocate 
Col. APS Chahel Date 
04.09.2025.  

I, Anubhav Panwar 
son of Sh. Rajesh Panwar, 
resident of village-Post 
Office Daron Devria, Sub-
Tehsil Narag, District 
Sirmaur, Himachal 
Pradesh declare that 
Anubhav Rajesh Panwar 
and Anubhav Panwar  
both names are of the 
same person i e. Me. All 
concerned please may 
note. 

I, Abhishek S/o 
Lachman R/o Siwan, Distt. 
Kaithal (Haryana) declares 
that I have changed my 
name from Abhishek to 
Abhishek Saini. In future, I 
will be known by the name 
of Abhishek Saini. All 
concerned please note. 

I, Ranbir S/o Phul 
Singh  R/o VPO Kandool, 
Tehsil Uklana, Distt. Hisar 
declare that I have 
changed the name of my 
minor daughter from 
Ravina to Deepika for 
future purpose. 

I, Dharam Singh S/o 
Fateh Singh  R/o Village 
Basra, PO Sarsana, Tehsil 
and Distt. Hisar declare 
that I have changed the 
name of my minor son 
from Jatin to Jiten Kaswan 
for future purpose. 

I, Sandeep Son of Sh. 
Dharambir Singh Father of 
Rahmat Resident of 
House No. 49, Block No. 
1, Bus Stand to Mandir 
and Cominity Center, VPO 
Petwar, Distt. Hisar, 
Haryana have changed 
my minor daughter name 
from Rahmat  to Ridhi 
Choudhary. 

I, hitherto Known as 
Pargasho wife of 
Mahinder Pal residing at 
Village Kot Mohan Lal, PO 
Bhopar Saidan Tehsil and 
District Gurdaspur-143520 
Punjab have changed my 
name and Shall hereafter 
be known Bholi 

I, Sant Sukhchain 
Singh S/o Gopal Singh 
R/o K2/1, Nirmal Akhara 
Mahant Mool Singh Ji, 
Sant Avenue, G.T.Road, 
Amritsar have changed 
my name to Sukhchain 
Singh. 

I Prem Suri S/o 
Chanan  Lal Suri Resident 
of 49, Sehaj Enclave Near 
gopal mandir Majitha road 
Amritsar. I have changed 
my name from Prem Suri 
to Prem Pal Suri. All 
concerned please note. 

I, Tejinder Kaur 
Cheema W/o Joginder 
Singh Cheema R/o 
H.No.F90, A Block- 
Sandhu Avenue, G.T. 
Road Chheharta, Tehsil & 
Distt Amritsar-143105 
have changed my name 
from Tejinder Kaur 
Cheema to Tejinder Kaur. 

I, Joginder Singh 
Cheema S/o Kunan Singh 
R/o H.No.F90, A Block- 
Sandhu Avenue, G.T. 
Road Chheharta, Tehsil & 
Distt Amritsar- 143105 
have changed my name 
from Joginder Singh 
Cheema to Joginder 
Singh. 

I, Smt Raj Kumari 
mother of No.2504099N 
Nk Sunil Kumar Rasotra 
R/o 9 Punjab C/o 56 Apo 
have changed my name 
from Smt Raj Kumari to 
Raj Kumari Vide Affidavit 
No.IN-
PB70859637655958X 
Dt.05.09.2025 before 
notary public Amritsar 

I, Sh Subash Chander 
father of No.2504099N Nk 
Sunil Kumar Rasotra R/o 
9 Punjab C/o 56 Apo have 
changed my name from 
Sh Subash Chander to 
Subash Chander Vide 
Affidavit No.IN-
PB70858183544168X 
Dt.05.09.2025 before 
notary public Amritsar 

I, Parvati Devi mother 
of No.15518775H Ald 
Ravi Singh R/o Gram 
Pindari Ashok Baheri, 
Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh-
243201 have changed my 
name from Parvati Devi to 
Parwati Vide Affidavit 
No.IN-
PB70860423017909X 
Dt.05.09.2025 before 
notary public Amritsar 

I, Prahlad father of 
No. 15237055X Rank 
L/Nk Name Lalit Pathak 
Unit- 173 Med Regt 
resident of Nauhjheel 
Banger, District Mathura, 
State Uttar Pradesh, Pin-
281203, have changed 
my name from Prahlad 
Pathak to Prahlad vide 
affidavit no. IN-
PB70486816149095X 
dated 03-09-2025, before 
(Notary Public). 

I, Prahlad father of 
No. 15237055X Rank 
L/Nk Name Lalit Pathak 
Unit- 173 Med Regt 
resident of Nauhjheel 
Banger, District Mathura, 
State Uttar Pradesh, Pin-
281203, have changed 
my date of birth from 01-
01-1968 to 01-01-1969 
vide affidavit no. IN- 
PB70486891382561X 
dated 03-09-2025, before 
(Notary Public). 

I, Vimlesh mother of 
No. 15237055X Rank 
L/Nk Name Lalit Pathak 
Unit-173 Med Regt 
resident of Nauhjheel 
Banger, District Mathura, 
State Uttar Pradesh, Pin-
281203, have changed 
my name from Vimlesh 
Devi to Vimlesh vide 
affidavit no. IN-
PB70486605807268X 
dated 03-09-2025, before 
(Notary Public). 

I, Vimlesh mother of 
No. 15237055X Rank 
L/Nk Name Lalit Pathak 
Unit-173 Med Regt 
resident of Nauhjheel 
Banger, District Mathura, 
State Uttar Pradesh, Pin-
281203, have changed my 
date of birth from 01-01-
1972 to 01-01-1979 vide 
affidavit no. IN-
PB70486672480278X 
dated 03-09-2025, before 
(Notary Public). 

I, Surjeet Kour mother 
of No.13768220P Hav 
Jagga Singh Unit of 11 Jak 
Rif C/o 56 Apo that in my 
sons’s army service 
record my name and date 
of Birth has been wrongly 
entered as Surjeet Kour 
30.01.1957 but my correct 
name and date of Birth is 
Surjeet Kaur 01.01.1962 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB70323583726469X 
Dt.03.09.2025 before 
Executive Magistrate 
Amritsar. 

I, Vikas S/o Subhash 
Sharma R/o 1097/E, Usha 
Colony, Jagadhri, Distt 
Yamuna Nagar have 
changed my name from 
Vikas to Vikas Sharma. In 
future I shall be known as 
Vikas Sharma.   

I, Ramesh S/o Amar 
Singh R/o 1285, Goushala 
Colony, Jagadhri, Tehsil 
Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna 
Nagar – 135003 
(Haryana), INDIA have 
changed my minor Son 
name from Boby Kumar to 
Aayush. 

I, Anjali D/O Somvir 
R/O Lisana(220), PO-
Bikaner, DIST-Rewari, 
Haryana-123401 declare 
that name of my father is 
wrongly written as 
Somveer in my Cbse 
Class 10th Educational 
Documents. Actual name 
of my father is Somvir. 

I, Priyanka Devi W/O 
Abnish Chandel R/O 
Village Dhanotu P.O 
Mahadev, Tehsil Sunder 
Nagar, Khera, Mandi, 
Himachal Pradesh-
175018 have changed my 
name to Priyanka Thakur. 

I, Deepak Sharma 
S/O Raju Sharma R/O 
Ward Number 7, 
Mallanwala Khas, 
Mallanwala, Ferozepur, 
Zira, Punjab-152021, 
hereby undertake that I, 
Deepak Sharma want to 
change my name to 
Devika Sharma & Gender 
as Female. I, Deepak 
Sharma henceforth be 
known as Devika Sharma 
D/O Raju Sharma. 

I, Sulshan Apoor 
alias Gulhan Kapoor S/o 
Jagdish Chand Kapoor 
R/o H.No. 37, MIN38, 
Joginder Nagar, Village 
Balloke, Ludhiana, 
Punjab-141001 have 
changed my name to 
Gulshan Kapoor. 

I, Kamal Singh S/O 
Bachan Singh R/O QTR 
No-6/1, MMG Area 
Joginder Vihar, Pathankot 
Cantt C/O-56, APO, 
Pathankot, Punjab-
145001 declare that name 
of my minor son is 
wrongly written as Araw 
Negi in my minor son 
Aarav aged 13 years in 
his School Records. 
Actual name of my minor 
son is Aarav. 

I, Manoaditya Hooda 
S/o Aman Kumar R/o 
#676/21, Kailash Colony, 
Street No.7, District-
Rohtak have changed my 
name from Manoaditya 
Hooda to Manoditaya 
Hooda. For all purpose in 
future. 

I, Sunil Kumari W/o 
Aman Kumar R/o 
#676/21, Kailash Colony, 
Street No.7, District-
Rohtak have changed my 
name from Sunil Hooda to 
Sunil Kumari. For all 
purpose in future. 

I, Aman Kumar S/o 
Bani Singh R/o #676/21, 
Kailash Colony, Street 
No.7, District-Rohtak have 
changed my name from 
Aman Hooda to Aman 
Kumar. For all purpose in 
future. 

I, Poonam Devi W/o 
Satish R/o VPO Kharak 
Ramji Tehsil and District 
Jind have Changed my 
name from Poonam Devi 
to Poonam. 

I, Vijay Singh S/o Ami 
Singh R/o Village Brah 
Kalan Tehsil and District 
Jind have Changed my 
name from Vijay Singh to 
Vijay. In future I will be 
known as Vijay. 

I, Geeta W/o Vijay R/o 
Village Brah Kalan Tehsil 
and District Jind have 
Changed my name from 
Geeta to Geeta Rani. In 
future I will be known as 
Geeta Rani. 

I, Sanjay S/o Ram 
Kumar R/o Village 
Mirchpur Tehsil Kheri 
Jalab District Hisar have 
Changed my name from 
Sanjay to Sanjay Kumar. 

I, Nirmala Devi W/o 
Amar Singh Village 
Roshanpura Distt. Ambala 
have changed my Name 
Nirmla Devi. 

I, Amarjeet Kaur W/o 
Jagtar Singh Vill.Bodhni, 
Kuruksheta have changed 
my name Amarjit Kaur 

I Munish Kumar 
Arora S/O Gurcharan 
Dass R/O Khemkaran 
Road, Kakkar Mohalla, 
Bhikhiwind 143303 Distt. 
Tarn Taran have changed 
my name from Munish 
Kumar Arora to Munish 
Kumar for all future 
purpose.  

I, No. 2499862Y NK. 
Deepak Kumar of Unit-23 
Punjab C/o 56 APO 
resident of 03 Puranpur 
Colony, Talhan Road, 
Jalandhar-144101, 
Punjab have changed the 
name of my mother from 
Sudesh Kumari to Sudesh 
& date of birth from 01-07-
1949 to 15-03-1957 Vide 
Affidavit No. IN-
PB70910554299138X, 
Dated 05-09-2025 Before 
Notary Public, Jalandhar. 

I, hitherto known as 
VARINDER S/O 
CHARANJIT, Residing at  
Village Jagpalpur, Po 
Ranipur, Kapurthala, 
Punjab 144403, have 
changed my name and 
shall hereafter be known 
as VARINDER SINGH.  

I, Subodh Kumar Dev 
S/o Maheshwar Poddar 
R/o  H. No. 62-63, Sector 
17-A, G.P.O., Sec. 17, 
Chandigarh,  have 
changed my minor 
daughter name from Nidhi 
Kumari to Nishi Kumari. 

I, Nita Parashar alias 
Manisha Sharma W/o Sh. 
Sandeep Kumar R/o 
House No.1293/B1 
Ratpur Colony Pinjore 
Tehsil Kalka Distt. 
Panchkula Haryana, I 
have changed my name 
from Nita Parashar alias 
Manisha Sharma to 
Manisha Sharma.  

I, Anshika Urf Annu 
D/o Sh. Sunil Kumar R/o 
H No 268/1, Vill- Bajana 
Kalan, Tehsil- Ganaur 
Distt. Sonipat have 
changed my  name from 
Annu to  Anshika for all 
future purchases. 
Bhavishya mein Mera 
Naam Annu kar diya 
jaaye. 

I hitherto known as 
Sneh Bala Wife of Sh. 
Sohan Lal Sharma 
Resident of Flat No. 04, 
Ground Floor, Simran 
Apartment, Ekta Vihar, 
Baltana, Zirakpur, Tehsil 
Derabassi, District S.A.S. 
Nagar (Mohali) Punjab 
140604 India, have 
changed my name and 
shall hereafter be known 
as BALA KUMARI. 
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MONIKA MALIK n Chandigarh

The Bhakra Beas
Management Board (BBMB)
on Friday described the
current flood crisis in Punjab
as driven by
“unprecedented” inflows —
roughly 20 percent higher
than last comparable
measurements. At the same
time, he underlined that it
was the presence of large
reservoirs, particularly
Bhakra and Pong, that
averted an even earlier and
far greater catastrophe.
BBMB chairman Manoj
Tripathi minced no words to
say that without these dams
“floods would have come as
early as June”, while
stressed that recent water-
release decisions were
taken only after
consultation and consent of
all riparian states and on the
basis of weather and
forecasting data.

Tripathi said that the
situation remains critical
even as Bhakra’s inflow has
eased slightly; Pong, he

warned, continued to
receive inflows in excess of
one lakh cusecs. As of Friday,
Bhakra’s water level stood at
1,678.6 feet — about 1.4 feet
below the prescribed
danger mark — while Pong’s
level was recorded at 1,394.7
feet, above its danger
threshold.

Confidence that the
immediate pressure may
ease is tempered by
Tripathi’s warning that the
volume of water in
reservoirs this year is
exceptional and requires
clear, coordinated action.

Technical data supplied
by the BBMB underpinned
the chairman’s plea for a
measured response. Pong’s
catchment recorded the
heaviest rainfall in its
history, bringing 11.7 billion
cubic metres (BCM) of water
this season — compared
with 7.9 BCM in 1988 and 9.5
BCM in 2023. Bhakra, too,
registered a very high inflow
of 9.11 BCM this year (1988
saw 9.25 BCM; 2023 recorded
9.18 BCM). On peak days,
Pong received as much as

2.20 lakh cusecs and Bhakra
about 1.10 lakh cusecs —
volumes that overwhelmed
local buffers and exposed
structural and management
vulnerabilities along
downstream riverbanks.

Tripathi emphasized that
the dams’ designed storage
cannot be exceeded — when
inflows surpass holding
capacity, excess water must
be released downstream,
underscoring the shared
responsibility of states to
maintain embankments and
river channels. A recurring
theme in Tripathi’s briefing
was siltation. He warned

that silt has eaten into
storage, estimating that
Bhakra has lost roughly 25
percent of its live storage to
silt. Deep desilting, he
argued, is essential to
restore capacity; BBMB has
already pursued policy work
with the Jal Shakti Ministry
and is in talks with foreign
specialists — including an
Australian firm — to carry
out large-scale desilting.
Tripathi said that earlier
efforts were hampered by
local objections from
mining departments, but
that those hurdles are now
being addressed.

PNS n Chandigarh

Punjab, battered for weeks
by the fury of swollen rivers
and relentless rain, finally
witnessed a day of respite on
Friday as rainfall subsided in
the upper hilly regions and
within the state. The relief,
however, comes with
caution. While no new
casualties or additional rise
in the affected population
were reported in the last 24
hours, the threat of the Sutlej
river breaching the Sasrali
embankment in Ludhiana
has left authorities and
residents on edge.

The state Revenue,
Rehabilitation and Disaster
Management Minister
Hardeep Singh Mundian said
that Punjab has not recorded
any fresh human loss in the
past day, though flood
waters continue to impact
agriculture and threaten
habitation. “The situation is
relatively stable with no new
deaths or rise in the affected
population in the last 24
hours. Our focus remains on
safeguarding lives, providing
shelter to the displaced, and
preventing further crop
damage,” said Mundian.

The scale of devastation
remains immense. Since the
onset of floods in August,
21,929 people have been
evacuated from marooned
villages across Punjab.
Districts like Gurdaspur
(5,581 evacuees), Ferozepur
(3,840), Fazilka (3,953), and

Amritsar (2,734) saw the
largest movements. Relief
camps have been a lifeline —
196 such facilities are
currently operational,
sheltering 7,108 people.
Fazilka alone is housing over
2,500 inmates, while
Hoshiarpur, Ferozepur,
Pathankot, and Jalandhar
are among the other districts
where thousands continue
to depend on government
support.

A formidable force of 24

NDRF teams, two SDRF units,
and 24 contingents of the
Army, Navy, and Air Force are
actively engaged in rescue
and relief operations.
Around 35 helicopters have
been pressed into service,
alongside 144 boats and a
state helicopter, to reach
marooned settlements. The
Border Security Force (BSF)
has also lent its support,
particularly in Ferozepur.

If the human
displacement is staggering,
the agrarian loss is crippling.
Fresh reports confirmed that
504.16 hectares of crops
were damaged in the last 24
hours alone, with Fazilka
(286.5 hectares), Patiala (208
hectares), and Kapurthala (10
hectares) among the worst-
hit districts. This pushes the
total extent of farmland lost
to floodwaters to a
staggering 1.72 lakh hectares
across all districts.

For a state where farming
sustains millions, the blow
to paddy, cotton, and fodder
crops is devastating. Farmers
have not only lost standing
crops but also tube-wells
and pump houses along
riverbanks, many of which
were swept away by the
force of the Sutlej.
SASRALI EMBANKMENT:

LUDHIANA ON ALERT
While statewide figures

tell a grim story, all eyes
remain fixed on Ludhiana’s
eastern belt where the
Sasrali embankment on the
Sutlej is dangerously
eroding. Day-long
inspections on Friday
revealed a 16-foot wide
breach, swallowing tube-
well structures and washing
away nearly seven feet of
soil in places. Over 50 trees
along a two-kilometre
stretch have collapsed into
the river, a visible reminder
of the embankment’s
weakening condition.

The administration,
backed by the Army and
NDRF, is racing against time

to fortify the embankment. A
secondary ring bundh, 700
metres behind the main
structure, is being
constructed to divert water
flow. However, the threat is
real — official estimates
suggest that if the
embankment gives way, 14
villages including Sasrali,
Boont, Rawat, Hawas, Seera,
Boothgarh, Mangli Tanda,
and Mattewara could be
inundated. Low-lying urban
pockets of Rahon Road,
Tibba Road, Tajpur Road, and
Samrala Chowk also face the
risk of waterlogging,
potentially impacting more
than 50,000 residents.

Deputy Commissioner
Himanshu Jain, who
inspected the site
personally, denied reports of
the embankment’s collapse
but acknowledged the
criticality of the situation.
“The administration is fully
alert and prepared to tackle
any emergency. People must
remain vigilant and follow
advisories issued,” he stated.
43 LIVES LOST, NEARLY FOUR

LAKH AFFECTED
Despite the recent lull, the

floods have already
extracted a heavy price.
Since August 1, a total of 43
people have lost their lives
across 14 districts, with
Hoshiarpur (7 deaths),
Pathankot (6), Barnala and
Amritsar (5 each), and
Ludhiana and Bathinda (4
each) reporting the highest
casualties. In addition, three
people remain missing in
Pathankot. Overall, 1,948
villages across 22 districts
have been hit by the floods,
directly affecting 3.84 lakh
residents. Just in the last 24
hours, 46 new villages —
including 20 in Patiala, 12 in
Ludhiana, and 10 in
Jalandhar — joined the list of
those grappling with
floodwaters.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has
deployed gazetted officers
to every flood-hit village for
real-time coordination of
relief and rehabilitation. He
has ordered a special
girdawari to assess damages
to crops, property, and
infrastructure, promising
swift compensation to
farmers and households.

The Bhakra Dam too
remains under watch, with
its water level standing at
1,678.74 feet — just below the
danger mark of 1,680 feet.
Four gates have been
opened to regulate inflow
and outflow, with nearly
80,792 cusecs of water being
discharged..

PNS nGurugram

The long-awaited Gurugram
Metro extension project has
officially taken off, with Union
Minister for Housing and
Urban Affairs, Manohar Lal,
and Haryana Chief Minister
Naib Singh Saini laying the
foundation stone on Friday in
Sector-44. The ambitious
project, pegged at `5,452.72
crore, is expected to redefine
urban mobility, decongest
roads, and significantly push
up property values across the
city.

The 28.5-km corridor will
feature 27 stations,
connecting Old Gurugram
with New Gurugram and
creating a seamless link to
Cyber City and other key
business hubs. The metro will
run in a loop from the
Millennium City Centre Metro
Station (earlier HUDA City
Centre) to Moulsari Avenue
near Cyber City, with a 1.85-
km spur to the Dwarka
Expressway.

The new line will cover
major locations including
Subhash Chowk, Hero Honda
Chowk, Udyog Vihar, Palam
Vihar, Sector-45, 47, 48, 72, and
Ashok Vihar. These stations
have been strategically
planned in high-demand
areas to benefit both
residents and commuters.
The project, to be executed by
Gurugram Metro Rail Limited
(GMRL) and Haryana Mass
Rapid Transport Corporation
Limited (HMRTC), is expected
to be completed within four
years.

Experts predict a strong
boost for Gurugram’s real
estate market, particularly in
traditional localities such as
Sectors 4, 5, 9, 10, 22, 23, 37, 45,
47, 48, 72, and Palam Vihar.

Improved access and reduced
travel times are expected to
drive demand from both
homebuyers and investors.
The project is also seen as a
game-changer for
developments along the
Dwarka Expressway, SPR, and
Sohna Elevated Road, where
significant residential and
commercial inventories are
concentrated.

"The laying of the
foundation stone for the new
Gurugram metro line is a
landmark step in
strengthening the city’s
infrastructure. Improved
connectivity through metro
expansion will not only ease
commuting for residents but
also unlock immense real
estate potential along the
corridor. With enhanced
accessibility to business hubs
and residential clusters, we
anticipate a strong surge in
housing demand across
Gurugram and neighbouring
towns," Mohit Malhotra,
Founder & CEO, Neoliv said.

Union Minister Manohar Lal
highlighted the rapid
expansion of metro services
in India, noting that in 2014,
the network covered only 248
km in five cities. Today, it
spans 1,066 km across 24
cities, with another 970 km

under construction. He added
that metro connectivity saves
both time and money, while
ensuring safe and efficient
commuting.

He also announced that the
Urban Affairs Ministry will
provide 10,000 subsidized
buses nationwide, including

450 for Haryana and 100 for
Gurugram, supported by a
mobile app for last-mile
connectivity.

Calling it a “historic day”,
Chief Minister Naib Singh Saini
said the project will reduce
traffic congestion, cut
pollution, save travel time,
and generate employment.
He further revealed that
future corridors are planned,
including Rezangla Chowk to
Dwarka Sector-21, Sector-56 to
Pachgaon, and the “Namo
Metro Corridor” connecting
Delhi to Karnal, Neemrana,
and Faridabad via Noida.

Gurugram, already home to
over 250 Fortune 500
companies and a majority of
Haryana’s unicorn startups, is
poised to further strengthen
its status as a leading business
and residential hub with this
metro expansion.
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RANA GURJEET DEMANDS JUDICIAL PROBE INTO PUNJAB FLOOD
DISASTER
Chandigarh: Former Minister and Congress MLA from
Kapurthala Rana Gurjeet Singh has launched a scathing
attack on the AAP Government, accusing it of “complete
failure” in handling the recent floods in Punjab. He asserted
that the devastation was not merely a natural calamity but
the outcome of serious administrative lapses. Calling for
accountability, Rana Gurjeet demanded that the Punjab and
Haryana High Court appoint a sitting judge to investigate the
causes behind the disaster. He blamed the BBMB for poor
planning and reservoir mismanagement at the Bhakra, Pong,
and Ranjit Sagar dams, holding it jointly responsible for the
catastrophe. The MLA urged compensation for affected
people, a comprehensive overhaul of water resource
management, and de-silting measures for inundated
farmlands. Stressing the role of local expertise and climate
change impacts, he pressed for systemic reforms to prevent
such crises in the future.
HARJOT BAINS LEADS EFFORTS TO SAVE ANCIENT TEMPLE IN
NANGAL
Nangal: Punjab Education Minister Harjot Singh Bains
spearheaded efforts to protect the historic Sri Lakshmi
Narayan Temple in Nangal after it was partially damaged by
Sutlej’s strong currents. Along with volunteers and officials,
Bains reinforced the premises with revetment, while also
proposing Rs 1.27 crore through Nagar Council for permanent
protection. He said that preserving cultural heritage
alongside aiding flood victims was a top priority. Bains
shared that Bhakra Dam’s water level has receded to 1678.66
feet, easing pressure on flood-hit areas. He also reinforced
embankments in Hariwal using jumbo bags to prevent
erosion.
PUNJAB GOVERNOR FLAGS OFF RELIEF TRUCKS FOR FLOOD
VICTIMS
Chandigarh: Punjab Governor and Chandigarh Administrator
Gulab Chand Kataria flagged off nine trucks of relief material
from Raj Bhawan for flood-affected districts including
Ferozepur, Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Ludhiana, and others. Sent
through district Red Cross units, the aid includes tents,
tarpaulins, kitchen sets, blankets, sanitary pads, ration, and
100 tonnes of animal fodder. Kataria emphasized society’s
moral duty to assist victims and lauded Punjab’s tradition of
service and resilience. He recalled visiting seven affected
districts recently and urged collective support to help
families rebuild lives. Yesterday, Chandigarh Red Cross
dispatched two additional trucks to Amritsar with 500 kits of
household supplies and utensils. 
SUKHBIR BADAL PLEDGES GHAGGAR CHANNELIZATION, EXTENDS
RELIEF
Shutrana/Lehra/Moonak: SAD president Sukhbir Singh Badal
on Friday vowed to prioritize channelization of the Ghaggar
river with concrete embankments to safeguard Patiala and
Sangrur villages from recurring floods. Touring bundhs in
Shutrana, Lehra, and Moonak, he disbursed Rs six lakh cash
and 13,000 litres of diesel to village committees, pledging
tractors and equipment for clearing sand once waters
recede. Farmers flayed the AAP Government for blocking
their attempts to strengthen bundhs by removing silt.
Sukhbir criticized both Centre and State for abandoning
people, asserting SAD will complete unfinished Ghaggar
works. 
PUNJAB ALLOCATES FUEL, LPG RESERVES FOR FLOOD
EMERGENCIES
Chandigarh: To address fuel shortages amid floods, Punjab’s
Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs Department has
allocated 33,000 litres of petrol, 46,500 litres of diesel, and
1,320 LPG cylinders across districts. Minister Lal Chand
Kataruchak said that this step ensures uninterrupted supply
for relief operations. Amritsar received the highest share with
4,000 litres each of petrol and diesel plus 50 cylinders, while
other districts including Ludhiana, Patiala, Rupnagar, and
Tarn Taran were allotted reserves proportionate to needs.
PUNJAB GOVT EXTENDS SPECIAL FLOOD SAFETY MEASURES FOR
ELDERLY
Chandigarh: Punjab Government has initiated special
measures for elderly citizens impacted by floods. Social
Security Minister Dr Baljit Kaur on Friday said that a total of
479 elderly persons have been identified across Amritsar,
Gurdaspur, Ferozepur, Kapurthala, Tarn Taran, and other
districts. With support from Red Cross and district
administrations, temporary accommodation, food, and
healthcare have been arranged in Old Age Homes, which
collectively can house 700 residents. Dr Baljit assured that no
elderly person would be left neglected and appealed families
to avail shelter if needed.
POLICE OFFICERS ASKED TO RECORD REASONS FOR ARMS LICENCE
REJECTIONS IN HARYANA
Chandigarh: Haryana Additional Chief Secretary (Home)
Sumita Misra on Friday said that the Government has issued
strict directions to ensure transparency in matters related to
arms licences. Misra has directed all Commissioners of Police
and District Commissioners that reasons for rejection of
applications for grant, renewal, or extension of arms licences
must be recorded in writing and furnished to the applicants.
Misra emphasized that under Section 14 of the Arms Act, 1959,
licensing authorities are required to record reasons in
writing for any refusal and provide the same to the applicant
on demand, except where it is not in the public interest to
disclose such reasons. She directed all licensing authorities to
strictly comply with the provisions of the Arms Act, 1959 and
the Arms Rules, 2016. Further, periodic reports on refusals
and rejections are to be sent to the Government for review to
ensure accountability in such matters.
91 SUSPICIOUS BANK BRANCHES IDENTIFIED IN HARYANA
Chandigarh: Haryana DGP Shatrujeet Kapur on Friday said
that the State Police has identified 91 bank branches across
the state suspected of operating mule accounts used for
large-scale fraudulent transactions. Four such branches have
been found in Panipat district alone. Police have marked
these branches and initiated stepwise verification,
inspection, and legal action. He urged citizens to
immediately report any suspicious bank accounts, fake
companies, or illegal transactions to the Cyber Helpline 1930
or at www.cybercrime.gov.in.

BRIEFS

CM Saini asks officials

to resolve citizens'

grievances timely

PNS n Chandigarh

Stating that the State
Government is working at the
grassroots level with the aim
of Antyodaya upliftment,
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini on Friday asked
the officers to ensure timely
redressal of citizens'
grievances.

While chairing the meeting
of the District Public Relations
and Grievance Redressal
Committee in Gurugram, he
gave necessary instructions to
the concerned officers
regarding the grievance of
public concerns.

A total of 18 complaints
were placed before the
committee, out of which the
Chief Minister resolved 14
cases on the spot, while
directing to keep 4 cases
pending till the next meeting.

During the meeting, the
case of Pramod Kumar, a
resident of Devat Colony,
came up. He had earlier in
last meeting (July),
complained that a 24-foot-
wide street in his colony had
been illegally encroached
upon by a neighbor who had
occupied 12 feet of the road
for the past 16 years,
restricting access to his
home. At that time, the Chief
Minister had directed the
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner, Gurugram,
and committee member
Priyavrat Kataria to visit the
site, investigate, and take
action as per rules.

Day after visit, Chouhan says ‘Illegal Mining

Weakened Embankments, Triggered Floods’
PNS n Chandigarh

A day after extensively
touring flood-ravaged
Punjab, the Union
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Friday
held illegal mining
responsible for weakening
embankments along the
Sutlej, Beas, Ravi, and
Ghaggar rivers, claiming
that it allowed floodwaters
to breach into villages and
devastate thousands of
acres of farmland. Calling
the situation a “deluge”, he
announced that he would
submit a detailed ground
assessment report to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
seek accountability for the
massive damage caused.
The Minister said that the
Centre would roll out short,
medium, and long-term
plans to rehabilitate
affected communities and
restore Punjab’s agricultural

backbone.
Chouhan, who visited

Amritsar, Pathankot,
Kapurthala, and Gurdaspur
on Thursday, said that he
witnessed firsthand how
weakened bundhs, once
strengthened during the
tenure of late Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Punjab’s late
Chief Minister Parkash Singh
Badal, had deteriorated due
to rampant illegal mining.
“Due to illegal mining, these
embankments have been
weakened and water has
entered villages. We need
to restore these structures
to prevent such crises in the
future,” he said.

Reassuring farmers that
they were not alone, the
Union Minister emphasized
Prime Minister Modi’s deep
concern for Punjab and
asserted that the Central
Government stood firmly
with the state in this hour of
distress. “Crops have been
damaged, livestock lost,

and livelihoods shattered.
But the Centre will leave no
stone unturned in lifting
Punjab out of this crisis,”
Chouhan said, while urging
the AAP-led State
Government to work with
“full seriousness” on ground
relief and recovery
measures.

Highlighting looming
post-flood challenges,
Chouhan warned that the
receding waters could bring
fresh health hazards. “The
threat of infections will rise
once the water withdraws.
Dead animals must be
disposed of safely to
prevent an epidemic. Fields
are covered in silt, which
must be cleared through a
proper desilting plan so that
the next crop is not
jeopardized,” he cautioned.

At the same time,
Chouhan praised Punjab’s
resilience and the spirit of
collective service during the
disaster. “I saw thousands
of social activists taking

tractors loaded with food,
clothes, and medicines to
villages, serving people
selflessly. This is the true
spirit of Punjab — service
before self. The service of
distressed humanity is
nothing less than worship
of God,” he said. He also
lauded neighbouring states
for extending a helping
hand, stressing that unity
and solidarity during
calamities gave people the
strength to overcome even
the gravest crises.

While the Centre
prepares its multi-term
rehabilitation blueprint,
Chouhan underscored the
urgent need for restoring
embankments and
preparing a comprehensive
flood management plan.
“Punjab faces a humongous
crisis, but with coordinated
efforts between the Centre,
the State, and the people,
we will rebuild and secure
the future of this land and
its farmers,” he concluded.

Gurugram Metro Extension Launched:
`5,452 Cr project to transform city mobility

Unprecedented inflows test Punjab’s defences -- BBMB
chairman says Bhakra, Pong spared the state early devastation

Sigh of Relief as Rains Subside;
Ludhiana on Alert; No More Lives Lost

Corporate indifference to Punjab Floods a Human

Rights Violation: Punjab Panel Orders Chief Secy to Act
MONIKA MALIK n Chandigarh

Corporate indifference to
Punjab’s devastating floods
has been called out as a
violation of human rights,
with the Punjab State and
Chandigarh (UT) Human
Rights Commission on
Friday directing the Chief
Secretary to ensure
mandatory Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
contributions from all
registered companies in the
State.

The directive came from a
Bench headed by PSHRC
chairperson Justice Sant
Parkash and member
Justice Gurbir Singh while
hearing a complaint filed by
Chandigarh college’s
professor Dr Punditrao

Dharenavar. The
complainant alleged that
despite the scale of
destruction — lives lost,
crops submerged, livestock
perished, and homes
destroyed — “not a single
registered company in
Punjab” had extended
financial support to the
victims. He urged that
companies be compelled to
contribute at least one
percent of their net income
to the Punjab Chief
Minister’s Flood Relief Fund,
as part of their CSR
obligations.

The Commission noted
that CSR has been
mandatory since April 2014
under Section 135 of the
Companies Act, 2013.
Eligible companies must
spend at least two percent
of their average net profits

from the preceding three
financial years on CSR
activities, with disaster
relief and rehabilitation
explicitly listed under
Schedule VII.

“Corporate Social
Responsibility is both a legal
and ethical obligation,
aligning business
operations with the welfare
of society, especially in
times of crisis,” the
Commission observed. “By
failing to contribute their
mandatory CSR shares
towards disaster relief,
companies not only violate
the law but also undermine
the human rights of disaster
victims, who are entitled to
timely aid and
rehabilitation.”

Terming non-compliance
with CSR provisions in the
current context as a “grave

human rights violation”, the
Commission directed the
Chief Secretary to urgently
examine the issue,
coordinate with relevant
authorities, and secure
compliance from all
corporate houses registered
in Punjab.

The matter has been
adjourned to October 1 for
submission of the
compliance report. Copies
of the order have also been
forwarded to the Registrar
of Companies, Chandigarh,
and other concerned
authorities.

By linking CSR defaults to
human rights violations, the
Commission has sent out a
powerful signal —
corporations cannot remain
silent spectators while
Punjab reels under one of its
worst flood disasters.

Punjab CM Admitted to Mohali Hospital

PNS n Chandigarh

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann was admitted to Fortis
Hospital in Mohali late Friday evening after his health
condition deteriorated. Sources said that the Chief Minister,
suffering from a high-grade fever for the past two days, was
rushed to the hospital when his condition worsened at the
official residence.

Mann, accompanied by his wife Dr Gurpreet Kaur Mann,
was reportedly shifted to the hospital’s isolation ICU for
further medical evaluation. A team of doctors is monitoring
his condition closely.

The Chief Minister had been unwell since Wednesday night
and was receiving treatment at his residence. On Thursday,
he was scheduled to travel with Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convener Arvind Kejriwal to flood-hit Gurdaspur but
had to cancel due to illness. During his visit to Sultanpur
Lodhi, Kejriwal confirmed that Mann had been administered
IV fluids and was advised rest.

Mann’s sudden hospitalisation also led to the cancellation
of the state Cabinet meeting scheduled for 4 pm on Friday.
The meeting was expected to take up critical issues relating to
relief and rehabilitation in flood-affected areas. Punjab has
already declared itself a “disaster-hit state” after devastating
floods left 43 people dead and over 15 percent of its area
submerged.

The Chief Minister had been extensively touring flood-hit
districts over the past week, reviewing relief operations and
interacting with affected families. Officials believed that his
health condition may have worsened due to exhaustion
during these strenuous visits.

While there is no official medical bulletin yet, hospital
sources indicated that the Chief Minister’s condition is stable
but he will remain under observation.

PUNJAB FLOODS
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CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh
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PUBLIC NOTICE  

SH. DHARAM CHAND GUPTA S/O LT. SH. RAM SARUP GUPTA R/o 
H.No. 282-C, Sector 51-A, Chandigarh has approached to the 
Chandigarh Housing Board for the issuance of Duplicate copy of 
Transfer Letter/in respect of Dwelling Unit No. 249-C, Sector 51-A, 
Chandigarh due to loss of this document. He has also furnished Lost 
Article Information Report in P.S. 49 at Serial No.219186/LAR 
No.2025/027077 registered with CHANDIGARH Police on dated 
23.08.2025 regarding the loss of above said document. Any person 
having any objection, against the issuance of Duplicate copy of Transfer 
Letter in respect of the above said Dwelling Unit, he/she should file the 
objection before the undersigned in writing within 15 days from the 
publication of this notice, failing which the document shall be issued. 
Further, in case original documents as mentioned above are found by 
anyone, the same should be submitted in the above noted Police Station 
or in the office of the undersigned. 

Secretary, 
Chandigarh Housing Board,  

Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

Admission Notice - M.Sc Nuclear Medicine Courses-2025-26

BABA FARID UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCIENCES,

FARIDKOT.

Baba Farid University of Health Sciences, Faridkot
Ph: 01639-256232-256236

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 
UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation /Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 

Unit No.2087-1 (First Floor) of MIG(L) Category in Sector 45-C, 

Chandigarh on the basis of Sale Deed in the name of (1) SH. JAVED 

HASSAN S/O SH. VAKEELUDIN & (ii) SMT. SOYABA W/O JAVED 

HASSAN, from the name of allottee/transferee SMT. RENU PAHUJA 

W/O SH. NAVEEN KUMAR PAHUJA. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 2087-1 (First Floor) of MIG(L) 

Category in Sector 45-C, Chandigarh stands in the name of 

allottee/transferee SMT. RENU PAHUJA W/O SH. NAVEEN KUMAR 

PAHUJA. Now, SMT. RENU PAHUJA W/O SH. NAVEEN KUMAR 

PAHUJA, has sold the above said dwelling unit to (i) SH. JAVED 

HASSAN S/O SH. VAKEELUDIN & (ii) SMT. SOYABA W/O JAVED 

HASSAN vide Sale Deed Executed and registered in office of Sub-

Registrar Chandigarh on 08.08.2025. (i) SH. JAVED HASSAN S/O SH. 

VAKEELUDIN & (ii) SMT. SOYABA W/O JAVED HASSAN have 

requested this office for transfer the above said dwelling unit in their 

name on the basis of sale deed. 
If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 
favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 
the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 
which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 
favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary,  
Chandigarh Housing Board,  

Chandigarh. 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 
UT Chandigarh. 
Subject:- Mutation /Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 
Unit No.1013-1 (First Floor) of HIG(L) Category in Sector 45-B, 
Chandigarh on the basis of Sale Deed in the name of (1) SH. SUBHASH 
KHARBANDA S/O SH. GOPAL KRISHAN & (ii) SMT. MONIKA 
KHARBANDA W/O SH. SUBHASH KHARBANDA, from the name of 
allottee/transferee SMT. MANJINDER KAUR W/O SH. TEJINDER 
SINGH. 
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 
concerned that the Dwelling Unit No.1013-1 (First Floor) of HIG(L) 
Category in Sector 45-B, Chandigarh stands in the name of 
allottee/transferee SMT. MANJINDER KAUR W/O SH. TEJINDER 
SINGH. Now, SMT. MANJINDER KAUR W/O SH. TEJINDER SINGH, 
has sold the above said dwelling unit to (i) SH. SUBHASH 
KHARBANDA S/O SH. GOPAL KRISHAN & (ii) SMT. MONIKA 
KHARBANDA W/O SH. SUBHASH KHARBANDA vide Sale Deed 
Executed and registered in office of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 
29.07.2025 (i) SH. SUBHASH KHARBANDA S/O SH. GOPAL 
KRISHAN & (ii) SMT. MONIKA KHARBANDA W/O SH. SUBHASH 
KHARBANDA have requested this office for transfer the above said 
dwelling unit in their name on the basis of sale deed. 
If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 
favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 
the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 
which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 
favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 
Chandigarh Housing Board,  

Chandigarh. 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 
UT Chandigarh. 
Subject:- Mutation/Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 
Unit No. 195-B (Second Floor) of Category-II in Sector 51-A, 
Chandigarh on the basis of Sale Deed in the name of SH. 
DHARMINDER KUMAR KATHPALIA, S/O SH. BAL KRISHAN 
KATHPALIA, from the name of allottee/transferee SH. AMIT JINDAL, 
S/O SH. JASWANT RAI JINDAL. 
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 
concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 195-B (Second Floor) of 
Category-II in Sector 51-A, Chandigarh stands in the name of 
allottee/transferee SH. AMIT JINDAL, S/O SH. JASWANT RAI JINDAL. 
Now, SH. AMIT JINDAL, S/O SH. JASWANT RAI JINDAL, has sold the 
above said dwelling unit to SH. DHARMINDER KUMAR KATHPALIA, 
S/O SH. BAL KRISHAN KATHPALIA, vide Sale Deed Executed and 
registered in office of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 29/08/2025. SH. 
DHARMINDER KUMAR KATHPALIA, S/O SH. BAL KRISHAN 
KATHPALIA, have requested this office for transfer the above said 
dwelling unit in his name on the basis of sale deed. 
If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 
favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 
the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 
which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 
favour of above said claimant(s) 

Secretary, 
Chandigarh Housing Board,  

Chandigarh. 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

IN THE COURT OF  
Ms. Harmeet Kaur Puri 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class, 
Ludhiana. 

CNR No. PBLD03-046025-2023 
Next Date: 01-10-2025 

Publication Notice for 
proclamation under section 82 

CR.PC 
International Marketing 

corporation pvt Ltd 
vs 

Indu Singh 
Petition u/s 138 of Negotiable 
Instruments Act 1881 Amended 
upto care 
Notice to: 
Dinesh Kumar S/o Shri Ravinder 
Nath R/o K-22/10, K-Block, Gali No 
16 Gangotri Vihar West Ghonda, 
Garhi Mendu, North East Delhi 
110053 
2nd Address: Village and Post Officer 
Shri Chandpur Kothia Ward No 5 
P.S. Bangara, District Samastipur 
Bihar 848122 
Whereas it has been proved to the 
satisfaction of this court that the 
accused above named cannot be 
served in the ordinary way of 
service. Hence this proclamation 
under section 82 CRPC is hereby 
01-10-2025 at 10:00 a.m  
Take notice that, in default of 
his/their appearance on the day 
before mentioned the above said 
case will be heard and determined 
in his/their absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal 
of the court, this 28-08-2025 

Judicial Magistrate 1ST Class, 
Ludhiana.

CRIMINAL COURTS LUDHIANA

IN THE COURT OF 
Sh Abhay Rajan Shukla 

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class-3 
Jai Sikander Singh 

V/S 
M/s Its Frames 

CNR No.: PBSA03-012157-2022 
Case No : NACT/973/2022 

Next Date:- 08-10-2025 
Notice TO:-  
1. M/s Its Frames 
G-33,A, 1st Floor, Vijay Nagar New 
Delhi 110009 through its prop 
Jasbir Kaur 
2. Jasbir Kaur Proprietor of G-33 
M/s Its Frames R/o A, 1st Floor, 
Vijay Nagar New Delhi 110009 
In above tiled case, the accused 
could not be served. It is ordered 
that accused should appear in 
person or through counsel on 
08-10-2025 at 10:00 a.m.   
For details logon to 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=
district_notice & district= 
mogacourt 

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class-3 
Dated, this day of 05-09-2025 

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF 
Sh Abhay Rajan Shukla 

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class-3 
M/s ECO Paryavaran Engineers 

and Consultants Pvt Ltd 
V/S 

M/s Nitika Beverages 
CNR No.: PBSA03-008744-2023 

Case No : NACT/470/2023 
Next Date:- 08-10-2025 

Notice TO:-  
1. M/s Nitika Beverages 
Sidco Industrial Complex, Bari 
Brahmana Jammu, Jammu and 
Kashmir 181133 through its Prop. 
Surekha Wadhera Mob 
7006023273 
2. Mr Sukesh Wadhera proprietor 
of M/s Nitika Beveraves haing its 
registered address at Sidco 
Industrial Complex Bari Brahmana 
Jammu, Jammu and kashmir 
In above tiled case, the accused 
could not be served. It is ordered 
that accused should appear in 
person or through counsel on 
08-10-2025 at 10:00 a.m.   
For details logon to 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=
district_notice & district= 
mogacourt 

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class-3 
Dated, this day of 03-09-2025 

COURT NOTICE
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Damage to the embankment of the Boraj pond in Rajasthan’s Ajmer district triggered flash floods that inundated hundreds of
homes across multiple localities, leaving behind a trail of destruction and sparking protests by people, officials said on Friday.
The incident occurred on Thursday night when the earthen embankment of the pond, located on the outskirts of Ajmer city,
gave way after days of heavy rainfall.

BORAJ POND WATER GUSHES INTO LOCALITIES IN AJMER 

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

The Opposition parties have
slammed Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee for
expressing her sympathy for
the deposed school teachers
who were earlier adjudged
“tainted” by the Supreme
Court.  “The Chief Minister
seems to be more concerned
about the “tainted” teachers
who had secured their jobs
through corrupt means does
this not smell a rat when the
deserving teachers who too
lost their jobs are agitating in
the streets the Chief Minister
is showing her sympathy for
the “tainted” teachers who
obtained their jobs through
corrupt means,” said Bengal
BJP chief Samik Bhattacharya.

The Court in an order
passed earlier this year can-
celled an entire recruitment
panel of 1916 that led to the
dismissal of about 25,600
school teachers on account of
non-transparency in recruit-
ment process. The Court also
directed the State School
Service Commission to hold a
fresh recruitment examina-
tion and complete the
appointment procedure by
December 31 of this year.

The new recruitment exam-
ination will be conducted on
September 7 and 14. The Court
has ruled the “tainted” teach-

ers ineligible to appear in
the exams.  

The Chief Minister had
earlier said that she was “con-
cerned about the teachers
who have lost their jobs after
being ruled tainted,” adding
she would try to find out
ways of accommodating
them in Class III jobs.

The Chief Minister in an
award giving programme
earlier said that she was
looking for alternative jobs for
the teachers who had been
ruled tainted. “After working
for so many years, many of
them have been termed
‘tainted and ineligible’. I am
looking into this matter. They

may not work as teachers
according to the court’s order,
but I am trying to ascertain
whether they can work as
Group C or D staff of course
legally,” she said.

Following the Court order
the SSC last week released the
names of 1806 “tainted”
teachers. Incidentally a large
number such tainted teachers
in the list published by the SSC
turned out to be the close rel-
atives of TMC leaders includ-
ing ministers and MLAs.

“Her sympathy for the
tainted and the lathi-charge
that her police resorted to on
the eligible and agitating
teachers is a proof of the

corrupt nature of her
Government the Court has
rightly called it an institu-
tionalised corruption,” said a
CPI(M) leader.

Meanwhile,  Bengal
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari on Friday alleged
that some TMC people were
leaking questions.

“The TMC is selling ques-
tions for `50,000 I have
reports that they are selling
questions for the coming two
examinations,” he said. The
SSC however rejected the
charges saying the “question
papers are absolutely safe
and there is no question of
any leak.”

BJP slams Karnataka for ballot paper move
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Bengaluru

Taking a swipe at  the
Congress Government in
Karnataka, the opposition
BJP on Friday claimed the
state cabinet’s decision to
use ballot papers instead of
EVMs in the next local body
polls amounted to “self-cer-
tifying” that the ruling party
came to power through “vote
theft .”  Urging the 136
Congress MLAs elected in
the 2023 Assembly polls and
the nine Congress MPs from
the state to resign first, BJP
state president B Y Vijayendra
alleged, “Let them win the
elections again using ballot
paper, or accept that they
came to power through vote
theft .”  The Congress
Government on Thursday

decided to recommend to
the State Election
Commission (SEC) that all
future panchayat and urban
local body elections in
Karnataka be held using
ballot paper instead of
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs).  Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
H K Patil had cited “erosion
of public confidence and
credibility in EVMs as the
reason for the cabinet deci-
sion.” The cabinet also autho-
rised the SEC to “prepare,
revise and, if necessary, redo”
the electoral rolls for local
body polls, citing discrepan-
cies and allegations of “vote
theft.” Vijayendra, in a post
on ‘X’, claimed, “The highest
number of illegal voting,
complaints of vote theft, inci-
dents of election violence,

and complaints about irreg-
ularities in the country have
been registered in the courts
during elections held on
ballot papers—and that too
against Congressmen.”

“The people of the country
have not forgotten that
Indira Gandhi imposed the
Emergency due to the court’s
verdict in the wake of vote
theft and election malprac-
tices by her,” he alleged.

Alleging that the Congress,
“an expert in vote theft and
election malpractices using
ballot papers,” was in disar-
ray due to continuous elec-
toral defeats, he said Rahul
Gandhi was creating a “child-
ish controversy in the name
of ‘vote theft ’ ,  putting
forward a baseless, imma-
ture and twisted argument.”

“To support this, the ruling

Congress Government in the
state has decided to conduct
elections using ballot
papers,” he added.

“While the entire country
and the world are moving
rapidly based on technology,
the Congress Government in
Karnataka is insulting tech-
nology,” he claimed. 

According to Vijayendra,
Congress under Rahul Gandhi
supports ballot-based elec-
tions only because “electoral
irregularities, booth violence
and fraudulent voting can
be committed without hesi-
tation” through ballot papers.

“The Congress Government
in Karnataka is going to take
the first step to implement it.
The Congress’s agenda and
goal is to defy the democra-
tic system and transparent
elections,” he alleged.

SIT probing Dharmasthala case, no need for NIA: Siddaramaiah
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Bengaluru

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Friday
downplayed calls for a
National  Investigation
Agency (NIA) probe into alle-
gations of multiple murders,
rapes and burials  in
Dharmasthala, saying the
case is already being inves-
tigated by the state police
through a Special

Investigating Team (SIT). The
chief minister was respond-
ing to questions about Hindu
and Jain seers meeting Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
seeking an NIA probe into 
the case.

“We have constituted SIT,
they are police. Who is in
NIA? They too are police,”
Siddaramaiah told reporters.

The Opposition BJP and
JD(S) have also demanded an
NIA probe, targeting the

Congress Government over
its handling of the case.

They alleged a conspiracy
behind the “smear cam-
paign” against Dharmasthala
and the local Hindu temple.

The controversy erupted
after a complainant, later
identified as C N Chinnaiah
and arrested on charges of
perjury, claimed to have
buried several bodies, includ-
ing women showing signs of
sexual  assault ,  in

Dharmasthala over the past
two decades, with implica-
tions pointing to the admin-
istrators of the local temple.
The SIT, tasked by the state
Government to probe the
allegations,  conducted
search operations, digs at
multiple locations identified
by the complainant in forest-
ed areas along the banks of
the Netravathi River, where
skeletal remains were recov-
ered at two sites. 

Flood-hit Jammu reels under devastation
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Pargwal (Jammu)

Days after floodwaters swal-
lowed their homes and fields,
the villagers of Pargwal walk
barefoot through sludge and
rubble, searching not just for
belongings but for pieces of
memory in the mud-filled
farmlands that stretch to the
International Border.

On Tuesday last,  the
Chenab river burst into their
hamlet with a roar, breaking
walls, carrying away animals
and household items, and
leaving behind a suffocating
carpet of mud. The villagers
were scattered across the
fields, searching for whatev-
er the river had not claimed.

Pargwal vil lage,  near
Akhnoor, one of 27 border
hamlets, is situated between
the border with Pakistan and
the mighty Chenab river.

For two days, floodwaters
stood up to the first storey of
houses, drowning shops, gra-
naries and livestock.

Over 3,000 people were
evacuated by rescue teams,
but the damage remains
everywhere. Broken walls
lean dangerously, doors
creak in mud, and fields —
once green with paddy —
now lie under thick layers 
of silt. Subash Chander bent
over in the muddy waters, his
hands trembling, as he pulled

out their only surviving old
almirah half a kilometre from
his house with the help of 
his brothers.

It was a wedding gift, still
locked, holding inside not
just cash and jewellery but
the weight of memory. “I
thought I would never see it
again. It is a piece of memory
for us,” he whispered, brush-
ing mud off its corners.

Chander recalled the
fearful moment when the
flood struck and said, “We
had a narrow escape as the
water gushed into our house

suddenly. We rushed to save
children and elders first. A
wall  was damaged on 
the back side due to the
impact of water. “It was all
happening in front of our
eyes. We could not save any-
thing except our lives. Now,
when we see our houses
ruined, we cannot even eat,”
he added. The villagers feel
hapless about their fate as
most of the houses suffered
damage and are unsafe for
living. With tears rolling
down the cheeks of 62-year-
old Puran Chand, he stood 

amid the rubble of his
destroyed home. “We have
lost everything. Our house is
damaged. We are a family of
nine. Where do we live now?
I am 62 years old. I have seen
this much water for the first
time in my life”, he said. The
family, which mostly has
daily-wage labourers, had
built their home only five
years ago after saving every
penny. The floodwaters had
inundated houses up to the
first storey for almost 48
hours, damaging most of
them as well as shops and
other structures.

It has not only hit their
housing needs but also their
economy, which is mostly
dependent on agriculture and
is now suffering 
huge damage. For Sharda Devi,
the floodwaters rose up to her
neck as she struggled to pull
her family out. “It was like a
wall of water hitting us. We lost
everything, even our animals,”
she said, adding that in 15 years
of marriage, she had never wit-
nessed such a calamity. “Even
our paddy fields are buried
under a thick sheet of mud,”
she said. Villagers said that
they have not witnessed such
intensity of floods in the area,
as was witnessed in 1984 and
1992 when the village was
severely battered by the
Chenab waters, causing large-
scale damage.

Swollen Jhelum river in spate after heavy rainfall, in Downtown Srinagar PTI

Opposition slams Mamata for
backing ‘tainted’ teachers
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Telangana BJP moves SC
against order quashing
defamation case against CM 

The Telangana unit of the BJP has moved the Supreme
Court challenging an order of the high court which
quashed a defamation case against Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy over his speech during the 2024 Lok
Sabha poll campaign. The plea is slated to come up for
hearing on September 8 before a bench of Chief Justice
BR Gavai and Justices K Vinod Chandran and Atul S
Chandurkar.

The Telangana High Court on August 1 acted on
Reddy’s plea who sought quashing of proceedings in the
case pending in a Hyderabad trial court. The BJP’s
Telangana unit, represented by its general secretary,
filed a complaint in May 2024 against Reddy alleging he
delivered a defamatory and provocative speech against
the party on May 4 last year. Reddy, it alleged, connived
with the Telangana Congress Party to develop a fake and
dubious political narrative that the BJP would end
reservations if voted to power. The complainant claimed
the alleged defamatory speech lowered BJP’s reputation
as a political party.

A trial court in August last year said a prima facie case
was made against Reddy for the alleged offences of
defamation under the erstwhile IPC and under Section
125 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951.
Section 125 of the Act deals with promoting enmity
between classes in connection with election.
Challenging the trial court’s order, Reddy moved the
high court contending the allegations in the complaint
do not make a prima facie case against him. Reddy
argued before the high court that political speeches
cannot be made a subject matter of defamation.

Order Order
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi 

The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) Bar
Association has raised urgent
concerns with the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA) after
three courtrooms of the
Tribunal’s New Delhi Bench
were declared unsafe and
shut down due to severe
water seepage. 

The NCLT issued a public
notice on September 3,
informing advocates and lit-
igants that court rooms IV, V
and VI on the 8th floor of
Block 3 of CGO Complex at
Lodhi Road have become
structurally unsafe.  At
present, only three court-
rooms are functional against
the sanctioned six. 

Continuous leakage from
the roof had caused deterio-
ration of the false ceiling,
raising risks of collapse, short-
circuiting and fire hazards.

After inspection, the Central
Public Works Department
(CPWD) confirmed that the
courtrooms were unfit for
use until  repairs and 
certification were completed. 

An order issued the same

day notified that with effect
from September 4, all courts
of the NCLT New Delhi Bench
would function on a 
half-day basis from the
remaining rooms available
on the 6th and 7th floors.  

In its September 4 repre-
sentation to MCA Secretary
Deepti Gaur Mukerjee, the
NCLT Bar Association led by
President and Senior
Advocate UK Chaudhary and
Secretary General Saurabh

Kalia described the situation
as a “complete obstruction in
the administration of justice.” 

“The closure of the 8th
floor has exacerbated the
situation, bringing the 
functioning of the NCLT to a
near standstill. All courts
under the New Delhi Bench
are now operating on a half-
day basis, resulting in a
severe disruption of judicial 
proceedings,” the Association
said. The Bar highlighted that
even before the shutdown,
court no. VI had been func-
tioning temporarily from
court no. V and the premises
lacked basic facilities such as
a bar room for advocates, a
canteen, photocopying ser-
vices and adequate space
for registry staff.  

The Association pointed
out  that a 2018 PIL it filed
before the Delhi High Court
on the issue remains
pending. Although the High
Court had directed that the

First Floor of the CGO
Complex be earmarked for
NCLT use, renovation was
abruptly halted and posses-
sion never handed over. 

“The persistent roof
leakage at NCLT New, Delhi
has forced closure of the
courtrooms, bringing criti-
cal judicial work to a halt. The
Ministry must act with
urgency to restore full oper-
ations. Stakeholders’ trust in
the insolvency and company
law framework depends on
assuring seamless, efficient
and timely adjudication, said
NCLT Bar Association’s
President and Senior
Advocate UK Chaudhary. 

Copies of the representa-
tion have also been marked
to the Chief Justice of India,
the Union Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, NCLT
President Justice Ramalingam
Sudhakar and MCA Joint
Secretary Anita Shah Akela.

Water seepage irks Delhi NCLT Bar Association

SC pulls up MCD on ‘Gumti
of Shaikh Ali’ cleanliness

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

“You will clean it in two
hours if  a dignitary is
coming”, the Supreme Court
has said as it slammed the
MCD for its inaction in main-
taining cleanliness around
the Lodhi-era monument
“Gumti of Shaikh Ali” in
Defence Colony area in the
national capital.

Directing the MCD com-
missioner to hold officers
accountable, a bench of
Justices Ahsanuddin
Amanullah and S V N Bhatti
told him to submit an action
plan to deal with the gaps
shown by the court 
commissioner.

“If a dignitary is coming,
you will clean it in two hours
and keep the area spick and
span. Is this the respect you
show to our orders? It is very
difficult to restrain ourselves
but is this the way you
behave? Is there any ego
issue that you say the
archaeology department
will do?” the bench observed
on September 4.

The top court also 
directed the municipal body
to depute a senior official to
monitor the situation on 
a day-to-day basis and to
share the details of  
the officer with the 
senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan who has
been appointed court com-
missioner in the matter.
Examining a report submit-
ted by Sankaranarayanan,
who visited the site on

Wednesday, the court found
non-compliance of its
orders. It then summoned
the MCD commissioner and
directed him to appear 
by 3 pm

“We find that there is too
much of a communication
gap between the court and
the MCD. We would thus like
the Commissioner of the
MCD to be personally
present in the court at 3 pm
so that whatever order the
Court passes is in his pres-
ence so that it is taken in the
right spirit,” the bench said.

The top court continued,
“We have been constrained
to pass this order as we
have been giving sufficient
leverage and latitude to the
MCD to come clean by
showing its bonafide but
we find that our hopes have
been dashed by the conduct
and the stand taken by the
MCD.” When the commis-
sioner appeared he submit-
ted there was some commu-
nication gap as regards the
cemented portion and
assured that it will be
removed.

The court then posted the
matter for September 18 and
sought a report MCD on offi-
cers responsible for disobey-
ing its orders and the action
taken in this regard.

The top court had previ-
ously ordered the park
inside the Lodhi-era monu-
ment “Gumti of Shaikh Ali”
premises not to be used for
the construction of bad-
minton or basketball courts.

The top court then direct-

ed the Delhi Government to
issue a fresh notification to
declare the Lodhi-era mon-
ument “Gumti of Shaikh Ali”
a protected monument
under law. The dispute over
the monument surfaced
when the top court directed
the Defence Colony resident
welfare association to vacate
its structures and pay `40
lakh to the archaeology
department of the Delhi
Government as compensa-
tion for occupying the histor-
ical place since the 1960s.

The top court was hearing
a plea filed by Defence
Colony resident Rajeev Suri,
who sought to have the
Gumti declared a protected
monument under the
Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958 (AMASR
Act). The plea was filed in the
top court after the Delhi
High Court dismissed his
plea in 2019. The top court
has been regularly passing
directions to ensure removal
of encroachments, illegal
occupation, and beautifica-
tion of the monument and
its surrounding area.

Protected monuments
under the AMASR Act benefit
from legal protection, con-
servation efforts, and restric-
tions on activities around
them to ensure their 
preservation for future 
generations. Such monu-
ments are safeguarded
against damage, destruc-
tion, and unauthorised con-
struction or excavation in 
their vicinity. 

Gumti of Shaikh Ali

Allow passion to evolve, 
law graduates urged
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Visakhapatnam

Supreme Court Judge Justice
Surya Kant on Friday advised
graduates of a law college
here to allow their interests
and passions to evolve,
saying very few professionals
— lawyers or otherwise — find
their calling overnight.

Addressing the
convocation of multiple
batches of students of
Damodaram Sanjivayya
National Law University
(DSNLU), Justice Surya Kant
said evolving interests and
passions should not be seen
as confusion but as a sign of
growth. 

“The truth is, very few pro-
fessionals — lawyers or oth-
erwise — find their calling
overnight. Your interests and
passions will evolve, and as
they do,  your sense of
purpose will transform,” he
said. Acknowledging the
internal struggle many face in
finding the perfect role, the
apex court judge said passion
rarely emerges in a sudden
burst. Instead, it develops
gradually through layers of
experience, curiosity, and
reflection. 

“Today, you may have an
idea of where you wish to go,
and tomorrow that vision

may shift. Permit yourself to
evolve and adapt, for the
simple reason that growth
rarely proceeds in a straight
line.” Reflecting on the legal
profession, Justice Surya 
Kant said

“Some may discover their
passion in advocacy, others in
the corporate world and still
others in teaching, public
service or paths entirely 
unexpected. The magic of
law lies in its permeability —
its ability to let you reinvent
yourself, to switch lanes and
start over, he added. 

The judge called on law
graduates not to be afraid of
uncertainty, but to embrace
it and have the courage to 
ask themselves ‘what truly
makes me happy?’. 

Noting that life is akin to a
Formula 1 Grand Prix, Justice
Surya Kanth likened the
pivotal role of the paddock
crew on a race track to the
support and guidance 
that shapes one’s journey
through life.

“However, this race is a
little different from the ones
you watch online: in the
Grand Prix of your life, your
goal is not to finish the race
faster than everyone else.
The goal is to focus on the
quality of your own race,” he
said. The judge advised young
lawyers and graduates to
invest time in relationships,
occasionally set work aside,
and be present for those
moments and people that
matter the most. 

Justice Surya Kant

Khalid’s bail plea: Sibal to approach SC against ‘injustice’
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi 

Days after the Delhi High Court
denied bail to Umar Khalid in the
Delhi riots case, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal on Friday said Article 21
had been violated and “we will
approach the Supreme Court”
against the “injustice”.  The Rajya
Sabha MP also questioned as to
where India’s democracy was
heading with political parties not
raising such issues thinking that this
may harm them politically. “We
don’t want to do the right thing and
raise our voice for it. Our lawyers,
middle class and society are silent,”
Sibal said. 

In an apparent swipe at former
Chief  Justice of  India DY
Chandrachud over his reported
remarks that there were at least
seven adjournments sought by
Khalid’s counsel, Sibal said only two
adjournments were sought by the
defence when the matter was

before the Supreme Court. “If the
court does not give a verdict for
years, are lawyers to be blamed for
it. This is the state of affairs of the
court. If you don’t want to give bail,

reject the plea. Why do you have to
do 20-30 hearings,” Sibal said at a
press conference here.  

“Umar Khalid has been in
custody for the last four years, 11

months and 15 days and will con-
tinue to be in custody. There have
been two appeals — filed in 2022
and in 2024 — that were rejected by
high courts. One SLP was filed in
2023 but was withdrawn in 2024,”
he said. 

Pointing out that the Supreme
Court  has stated that bail  
application should be heard as
soon as possible and there are
several verdicts to that effect, Sibal
asked whether that has been
applied to the case of Khalid. 

“The first appeal that came
before the High Court had 28 hear-
ings in 180 days. In 2024, an appeal
was filed and it took 407 days to be
rejected,” Sibal said.  He said the
case against Khalid pertains to a
speech he made in Mumbai for
which he has been charged 
under UAPA. 

The charge is that he gave a
speech which implied that there
would be violence in future and it
is not about killing a person, 

kidnapping a person or attacking
territorial integrity of the country,
he said.  There is  no direct  
evidence against  him, Sibal
claimed.  “The judges that are
sitting in high courts, according to
us, this is a violation of Article 21 and
this injustice should not be done,”
he said. “But life depends on hope
and we will approach the Supreme
Court and expect that we will be
heard,” Sibal said. 

Denying bail to nine persons
including Khalid and Sharjeel Imam
in the “larger conspiracy” case of
February 2020 riots, the Delhi High
Court on Tuesday ruled “conspira-
torial” violence under the garb of
demonstrations or protests by cit-
izens cannot be allowed. 

A bench of Justices Navin Chawla
and Shalinder Kaur was dealing
with the pleas of Imam, Khalid,
Mohd Saleem Khan, Shifa Ur
Rehman, Athar Khan, Meeran
Haider, Abdul Khalid Saifi, Gulfisha
Fatima and Shadab Ahmed.

Kapil Sibal

`40.91 lakh compensation
to woman as she suffers
miscarriage due to accident
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

A Motor Accidents Claims
Tribunal has directed an
insurance company to
pay `40.91 lakh compen-
sation to a woman who
suffered miscarriage due
to a road accident in 2018.
Presiding officer Shelly
Arora was hearing the
claim petition of Anshu
Kashyap, who suffered
injuries after a rashly
driven vehicle hit her on
December 12, 2018.

The claimant said she
had already been certified
as disabled owing to
dwarfism suffering from
40 per cent disability and
the accident rendered her
with 84 per cent perma-
nent disability in her
lower limbs. In an order
dated September 2, the
tribunal held the acci-
dent was caused by the
driver’s “speedy and reck-
less” driving.

On the point of com-
pensation, the tribunal
said the 41-year-old
woman lost  her six-
month-old foetus and
compensated her with 
`5 lakh on that count.

“In such advanced age,
without any reproductive
assistance, chances of
normal pregnancy are
very rare,  even the
success rate of reproduc-
tive assistance is also 
very low.  Therefore, even
without any conclusive
certification by a medical
expert, it can at least be
inferred that any further 
possibility of enjoying
motherhood for the
injured shall be very rare,”
the order read.

For other losses, it said
the woman’s disability
had severely impeded her
unhindered physical
mobility, limiting her
capacity to perform

routine daily sustenance
tasks and she required a
wheelchair. “In view of
her medical condition, it
is evident that she would
require the active assis-
tance of an attendant at
least for 12 hours a day,”
the tribunal said.

The woman was a
Government school
teacher and the disabili-
ty was stated to inevitably
affect her efficiency,
mobility, and overall
ability to perform her
duties.

“While the job of a
teacher does not demand
heavy physical labour, it
still involves tasks like
standing for long periods,
moving between class-
rooms, supervising co-
curricular activities, and
participating in school
events; all of which are
now likely to be affected,”
the tribunal said.

It said these limitations
may not cause an imme-
diate reduction in her
salary, but they would
still restrict her chances of
competing for certain
assignments, postings, or
roles that could have
offered better pay or 
additional benefits in the
future.

“Because of the injuries
and permanent disability,
the claimant can no
longer enjoy life as she
did before the accident.
Activities that once gave
her joy, such as travelling
freely, taking part in social
gatherings, or moving
about without help, are
now limited or not 
possible at all,” the tri-
bunal said.

It directed the vehicle’s
insurer,  I f fco Tokio
General Insurance Co Ltd,
to pay a total compensa-
tion of around `40.91 lakh
for various pecuniary and
non-pecuniary damages. 

‘Police witnesses to be examined physically’
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi 

Following protests by
Advocates Asspocations, the
Delhi Police has clarified that
material Police witnesses be
examined physically In Court
and only formal police wit-
nesses will be examined
through video conferencing
from police stations. The
Delhi Police has said that
the examination of material
police witnesses may contin-
ue to be conducted in phys-
ical mode, pending further
consultations among various
stakeholders. 

“This would ensure that
while the objective of expe-
diting proceedings and
reducing delays is met, the
sanctity and efficacy of exam-
ination of crucial witnesses is
also maintained. Further, in
the event of any request from

the defense counsel for
examination of a police
witness, in physical mode,
the same may be consid-
ered by the learned Presiding
Judge on merits.,” an order
issued by the Delhi Police on
Thursday said. 

The order said that the
arrangement will facilitate a
smooth and balanced imple-
mentation of the newly intro-
duced provisions for virtual
examination of witnesses in
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS). Last
month, the Delhi LG had
issued a notification as per
the second proviso to section
265(3) of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), which allows for wit-
nesses to be examined by
“audio-video electronic
means” at a designated place
notified by the state
Government. All bar bodies in

the national capital, including
the Supreme Court Bar
Association, Supreme Court
A d v o c a t e s - o n - R e c o r d
Association, Delhi High Court
Bar Association and the
District Bar Associations,
voiced their protests against
the LG’s notification, saying
that it will impact fair trial.
Allowing police witnesses to
testify from police stations
will vitiate the fairness of the
process, the lawyers’ associ-
ations stated.  After week
long protests by Advocates
and shut down of trial courts,
the Delhi Police stated that
the notification will be put on
hold till the Union Home
Minister met the representa-
tives of the bar associations
for an open discussion. A PIL
has been filed in the Delhi
High Court against the LG’s
notification which will be
heard next week.

NCLT building in Delhi

Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy 



DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 

As we all know, teaching is truly a rewarding and unique
profession, long regarded as one of the most sacred, noble,
and pious services to both society and the nation.
Teachers’ Day is celebrated by students across the
country with the purpose of expressing their gratitude
towards their mentors for their invaluable contribution.
The date of celebration varies from country to country.
Since 1994, UNESCO has observed Teachers’ Day on
October 5. In India, however, it is celebrated on 5
September, the birth anniversary of Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan. Apart from being the first Vice-President
and the second President of India, he also served as
Chairman of the University Grants Commission in 1949.
Radhakrishnan was a great scholar and an excellent

teacher, admired widely for his contribution to education.
When his students and friends once sought his permis-
sion to celebrate his birthday, he modestly suggested that
it would be far better if the day were dedicated to the entire
teaching profession by honouring the hard work and com-
mitment of teachers across the nation. 

The purpose behind celebrating Teachers’ Day is to
acknowledge the dignity of the profession and the con-
tribution of educators in nurturing young minds and
nation-building. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
also advocates restoring high respect for teachers and
inspiring the best minds to join the profession. This year’s
celebration held special significance for Aligarh Muslim
University, as Professor Vibha Sharma of the Department
of English was selected for the National Education
Award 2025 in recognition of her outstanding contribu-
tion to the field of education. The role of educators in
shaping society is undeniable. Teaching is one of the most
essential aspects of human life, pervading individuals,
society, culture, and every dimension of human endeav-
our. Teachers, with their profound understanding of
subject matter and deep reservoirs of wisdom, continu-
ally enrich the lives of their students. It is no coincidence
that UNESCO has recognised India as one of the most lin-
guistically diverse countries in the world, a fact reflect-
ed in the richness of its teaching traditions. 

The principal role of a teacher is to transmit knowledge
from one generation to another, ensuring that art, ideas,
and cultural nuances are effectively preserved and
carried forward. In India, there has long been a tradition
of respecting and honouring teachers, known tradition-
ally as gurus. Irrespective of religious belief or linguistic
background, Teachers’ Day is celebrated throughout the
country. From childhood, we have heard the story of
Eklavya, which defines exemplary discipleship. This tale
illustrates dedication, hard work, obedience, and the spirit
of guru-dakshina, the offering traditionally made by stu-
dents in gratitude for learning. Dronacharya, by asking for
Eklavya’s thumb, immortalised his disciple’s loyalty.In
Islamic tradition, too, the teacher holds a very high status.
Hazrat Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) once said, “If
a person teaches me even one single word, he has made
me his servant for a lifetime.” The role of a teacher extends
far beyond imparting knowledge or preparing students
for examinations. It includes guiding them to distinguish
right from wrong, correcting their mistakes, and shaping
their moral character. Teachers are recognised for their
contribution to society by inspiring, enlightening, and
preparing students to become responsible citizens. 
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the benefit of the millennials, who would be
holding the reins of power in practically every
country in years to come. This study has been
completed over a period of two years, and a
manuscript of 553 pages entitled Millennial
Transition: Leadership, Education, Culture, and
Social Cohesion has been written. It has been
prepared as an outcome of the study and sub-
mitted to the organisation on July 8, 2025. The
National Book Trust of India, NBT, has accept-
ed it for publication.

This study finds that India initially began its
post-independence journey of education,
knowledge, and development under the
shadow of the times that were characterised
by STPG: Science, Technology, Production, and
Gandhi, an acronym often used by an outstand-
ing scientist and academician, Prof Daulat Singh
Kothari. This motto was the futuristic vision of
those days and has subsequently been substi-
tuted by STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics. It was incorporated for
implementation in the National Policy on
Education, 1986, which was revised in 1992.
Afterwards, there was a long gap, and the next
policy formation was completed only in 2020.
The biggest challenge that India faced during
the first five to six decades after independence
was to take education to every child.

Focus at this stage is on excellence and skill
acquisition. Today the biggest challenges are
acculturation, social cohesion, and religious
amity. Towards this, the passage passes through
VAT-G, the ideas, thoughts, philosophy, and prag-
matism of Swami Vivekananda, Sri Aurobindo,
Gurudev Tagore, and Mahatma Gandhi. Swami
Vivekananda was the most brilliant inter-
preter of the Indian quest of knowledge and
wisdom in the contemporary context for inter-
national audiences. Sri Aurobindo, who under-
stood Western culture and its inadequacies and

dwelled in great depth on the universality of
the Indian interpretation of spirituality in the
global context, and the Gurudev, who devel-
oped a subtle comprehension of the beauty of
the man-nature interdependence. The compre-
hension of the thought, philosophy, and prag-
matism of the great quartet offers an effective
understanding of India, its knowledge traditions
and systems, and its relationship to the global
developments. Crossing this stage, one could
go deeper into the works of the galaxy of illus-
trious persons and their works. Gurudev Tagore
had highlighted the need to encourage the
divine gift of the power of ideas and the power
of imagination given in abundance to every
child. The two I’s, if inspired and nurtured with
empathy, would lead to the third, Innovations,
which constitutes the I³. To make it easier for
the teachers and learners, three C’s — Curiosity,
Creativity, and Commitment — are also added:
C³. Thus, the VAT-G, together with the I³ C³, con-
stitutes the perfect combination for those
interested in understanding and also in finding
a solid base for Indian education, rooted in
culture and committed to progress. 

This identification comes after a thorough
study and analysis of the initial post-indepen-
dence emphasis on STPG — Science, Technology,
Production, and Gandhi. It was followed by the
STEM — Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics. Whatever the challenges, a
nation like India cannot ignore its national and
international responsibilities in the world of
knowledge and skill acquisition. As the Indian
tradition of knowledge quest, which is not con-
fined to a particular region, community, religion,
or language, has to be studied in its broader
framework and, more importantly, in light of
the modern traditions of knowledge 
generation and creation being developed on
the international map.

Editor’s

It is a classic dilemma: Too much of anything is bad, but too
little of it is equally worrisome. India has long been
celebrated as a young nation with a large working-age
population powering its growth story.

However, recent data suggest a quiet demographic
transformation is underway. The latest Sample Registration
System (SRS) Statistical Report 2023 reveals that India’s Total
Fertility Rate (TFR) has declined to 1.9, down from 2.0 in the
previous year, well below the replacement level of 2.1 births
per woman. For the first time, rural India’s TFR has touched
the replacement rate of 2.1, while urban India’s rate is even
lower at 1.5.

The fall in fertility is driven by a combination of social,
economic, and cultural changes — rising urbanisation
growing cost of raising children, women education,
availability of contraceptives — have altered family
aspirations. Women’s  increasing participation in the
workforce have played a decisive role, as they have delayed
marriages, which reduce the reproductive window. Besides,
fewer children and higher education ensure upward mobility.
While this decline is a sign of progress, especially in terms of
healthcare and gender empowerment, it carries complex
implications for economic growth.

The most immediate concern is the risk to India’s
demographic dividend. The country’s youthful workforce has
been its biggest economic advantage, but now the working-
age population will peak in the coming decades before
beginning to shrink. This will mean fewer workers supporting
a growing unproductive population.

The uneven fertility rates across states also add a layer of
complexity. Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh
continue to record relatively high fertility, while states such
as Delhi, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal are far below the
average. This  could  result in inter-state labour  migration,
creating social tensions. Sectors such as agriculture,
manufacturing, and services may face shortages of young
workers, while the pressure on pensions, healthcare, and
elderly care will mount.

Addressing this shift will require a careful and balanced
policy response. Family planning policies must adapt to
regional variations, with high-fertility states focusing on
population stabilisation while low-fertility states may need to
encourage childbearing through supportive measures such
as childcare facilities, parental leave, and financial incentives.
More importantly, India must invest heavily in human
capital. With fewer children being born, the emphasis must
move from numbers to quality — ensuring good education,
healthcare, and job opportunities. India’s falling fertility rate
is both a triumph and a test. The window of demographic
advantage is narrowing, and unless India acts decisively to
adapt, the very advantage it has could become a challenge
for its future.

It is a demographic paradox — once battling rapid
population growth, the nation now faces the challenges
of declining births and the prospect of an ageing society

Demographic shift: Is

India ageing too fast

Faith cannot bind language
An event featuring the proud Urdu speaker Javed Akhtar
has been postponed by the West Bengal Urdu Academy
due to threats from the orthodox section of his own lin-
guistic-cum-religious group.

How can a liberal soul be allowed a free ground in
this country where fundamentalism and orthodoxy call
the last shot irrespective of community? 

While attending the Kolkata Literary Meet in 2022,
Akhtar sang paeans to Urdu, celebrating its secular lit-
erature and Indian credentials surpassing divides of
Hinduism and Islam — with practitioners ranging from
Mirza Ghalib to Munshi Premchand, Faiz Ahmed Faiz to
Krishan Chander.

Akhtar stressed: “Languages belong to regions, not
religions. Ten crore Muslims of erstwhile East Pakistan
told seven crore Muslims of West Pakistan that they
would not learn Urdu at the cost of Bengali. I love Urdu
as you love Bengali, but I respect and salute those who
defended Bengali. For them, mother tongue was far
more important than religion.” Surely this is not music
to the ears of Urdu imperialists. Nor will harbingers of
“Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan” be pleased. Thanks to Akhtar
for practising “live and let live”, reminding us that lan-
guage transcends religion.

KAJAL CHATTERJEE | KOLKATA

GST reforms yield mixed results
The announcement of rationalisation of Goods and
Services Tax (GST) rates is a watershed in India’s indi-
rect tax regime. It focuses on boosting consumption with
significant rate cuts on essentials, FMCG goods and con-
sumer durables through a new two-tier slab: “Merit” and
“Standard.” 

The exemption of life and health insurance, along with
life–saving drugs, could address low insurance pene-
tration and high out-of-pocket expenditure 
in health care. 

From the export perspective, lower production
costs in labour-intensive sectors due to reduced GST on
raw materials may absorb additional tariff shocks
announced by the United States. A simplified, consumer-
friendly GST 2.0 appears a step towards removing the
“Gabbar Singh Tax” tag. However, uncertainties remain.
Revenue loss for states due to rate cuts may affect
welfare schemes and fiscal stability. 

To mitigate this, greater devolution of taxes under
the Sixteenth Finance Commission and extension of
Compensation Cess are crucial, alongside addressing
concerns raised by MSMEs, consumers and other
stakeholders. GST 2.0 offers hope but requires vigilance
and cooperation.

PRASUN KUMAR DUTTA | KOLKATA

Mental health demands actions
Over one billion people live with mental health disor-
ders, according to the World Health Organisation (WHO).
Conditions such as anxiety and depression impose
immense human and economic costs. While many
nations have strengthened mental health policies,
greater investment is needed globally to expand ser-
vices that protect and promote well-being.

Mental health conditions are widespread, affecting
all ages and incomes. They represent the second-largest
cause of long-term disability, reducing healthy life
expectancy. They increase health-care costs for fami-
lies while inflicting significant global economic losses.
Recent WHO reports — World Mental Health Today and
Mental Health Atlas 2024 — highlight progress but
expose gaps in services. Governments and leaders must
act urgently to ensure mental health care is treated not
as privilege but as a basic right. The economic burden
is staggering. While treatment costs are high, the indi-
rect cost of lost productivity is higher still. Depression
and anxiety alone cost the global economy over one
trillion US dollars annually. These findings underscore
the urgent need for sustained investment, prioritisation
and collaboration to expand access, reduce stigma and
address root causes of mental illness. 

N SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU
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India formulated its latest National Education
Policy, NEP-2020, after a long gap, as the earlier
National Policy on Education was formulated only
in 1992. There was a major attempt to formulate
a new curriculum framework for school educa-
tion, 25 years. It was released on November 14,
2000, the birthday of Pandit Nehru, by the then
Minister of HRD, Dr Murli Manohar Joshi. 

Based upon it, the school textbooks, some of
which were more than three decades old, were
rewritten and revised. Focus must now be on
where we stand at this juncture in education and
how far we are preparing ourselves for the
future in the national and global context.
Unprecedented changes are taking place both in
the content and process of education everywhere.
Simultaneously, there is an ever-increasing global
realisation of the interdependence of nations,
communities, and people all around.  It is now left
to India to resume its leadership role in the process
of the reshaping of the world, which was taking
shape anyway! It needs to create a vibrant
knowledge society, a highly acculturated people,
and excellence in spirituality. Obviously, it has to
be achieved only by seriously envisioning and
implementing a dynamic and visionary Indian
education system. 

New challenges were emerging before the edu-
cation systems globally, and every nation has to
decipher its own challenges. India attempted the
same through the reformulation of its education
policy, the NEP-2020: “This National Education
Policy envisions an education system rooted in
Indian ethos that contributes directly to transform-
ing India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equi-
table and vibrant knowledge society, by provid-
ing high-quality education to all... The vision of
policy is to instil among the learners a deep-rooted
pride in being Indian, not only in thought, but also
in spirit, intellect, and deeds, as well as to
develop knowledge, skills, values and dispositions
that support responsible commitment to human
rights, sustainable development.” This is a very
comprehensive statement that would require not
only tremendous efforts in implementation but
also modern comprehension of the Indian tradi-
tion of knowledge quest, which in the ancient days
commanded global respect and adulation. It shall
have to be supplemented by the global philosoph-
ical and epistemological comprehension. The
Centre for Contemporary Studies, PMML, Teen
Murti Bhavan, New Delhi, has been re-energised
under  Nripendra Misra, chairman of the execu-
tive committee. He inspired a study on how edu-
cation development during the second half of the
20th century could be reviewed and recalled for

THIS STUDY HAS
BEEN COMPLETED
OVER A PERIOD OF
TWO YEARS, AND A

MANUSCRIPT OF
553 PAGES
ENTITLED

MILLENNIAL
TRANSITION:
LEADERSHIP,
EDUCATION,

CULTURE, AND
SOCIAL COHESION

HAS BEEN
WRITTEN

Mentors illuminate the journey of lifelong learning

A young Newar girl, embodying divine feminine energy, waits for the Kumari
Puja ritual, during which she will be venerated — at Hanuman Dhoka,
Basantapur Durbar Square, Nepal. 
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The Birla Institute of Technology

and Science (BITS), Pilani, at

Sancoale in Goa, has been shaken

by a spate of student deaths since

December 2024. On Thursday, a

nineteen-year-old student was

found dead in his hostel room.

Undue pressure, harassment

through ragging and pressing

mental health concerns have

been cited as possible reasons for

five deaths within a single year.

Parents of the deceased have

expressed serious concern over

the possibility of foul play in

some cases. 

Students in higher centres of

learning need not only quality

education but also proper

communication and coordination

mechanisms to support them.

They must be kept engaged,

motivated and energetic. Mere

teaching, without sufficient extra-

curricular activities, may

ultimately do more harm than

good. A thorough relook at the

curriculum and examination

pattern is urgently required. The

introduction of systematic and

consistent wellness courses

cannot be overemphasised.

At the same time, campus

security must be enhanced, and

vigilant monitoring of unwanted

visitors should be considered a

necessity rather than an optional

measure. The committee

constituted by the Goa

Government has the onerous

responsibility of not only

identifying the causes of these

unfortunate deaths and fixing

accountability, but also of

recommending practical 

ways and means to ensure a safe,

healthy and secure environment

for all students.

GANAPATHI BHAT | AKOLA
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the mountains do not simply get wet, they
collapse. In Uttarakhand too, the red
alerts keep coming. The India
Meteorological Department has warned
of extremely heavy rainfall in Dehradun,
Nainital, Rudraprayag, and Udham Singh
Nagar. District administrations fear fresh
landslides and cloudbursts in zones
already scarred. These are not isolated
accidents; they are the cumulative
outcome of years of taking more from the
hills than they can yield.

Cities That Engineer Their Own
Floods
There is also a stark contrast between rural
helplessness and urban negligence.
Villages in the Himalayas collapse because
they are too weak to resist. But what
excuse do Delhi and Gurgaon have? These
are the richest cities. They drown not from
poverty, but from negligence: storm
drains buried, floodplains encroached,
public responsibility traded for private
convenience.

Urbanisation was meant to expand
our horizon. Instead, it has imported the
village’s narrowness into skyscrapers:
responsibility ends at the boundary wall.
Inside, polished roads and manicured

lawns; outside, chaos and waterlogging.
The annual drowning of our richest cities
is not a failure of funds, but a failure of
mindset.

The Climate Crisis Is Not Distant,
It Is Here
Climate change is the decisive force
behind today’s devastation. Asia is heating
nearly twice as fast as the global average,
which means more violent bursts of rain
and more frequent cloudbursts. NASA con-
firms floods and droughts have already
doubled worldwide in two decades.

According to the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water, the average
number of flood-affected districts in India
has jumped from 19 a year (1970-2004) to
55 a year (2005-2019). This is not season-
al wrath, it is climate collapse unfolding
before us. Yet three out of four of India’s
flood-prone districts still lack proper
early-warning systems.

This crisis is inseparable from global
feedback loops: permafrost is releasing
methane, glaciers are vanishing,  
coral reefs are dying. Once these cycles
begin, they drive themselves. To dismiss
floods as accidents of weather is not
realism, it is denial. This is not pessimism,

it is physics.

Inequality of Emissions,
Inequality of Suffering
The world’s richest 10% drive emissions
with private jets and excess lifestyles,
while farmers and labourers lose lives and
crops. Climate change is not only an eco-
logical crisis. It is the violence of the rich
upon the poor.

Yet it is not the elites who die in land-
slides or lose their crops to floods. It is
farmers in Punjab whose fields are
destroyed, labourers in Himachal whose
houses collapse, and migrant families in
Delhi who lose what little they had.
Climate change is not only measured in
degrees or millimetres of rainfall, it is mea-
sured in uprooted families and broken
livelihoods.

And inequality is not just global; it is
domestic too. In India, urban elites
consume far more energy, fuel, and goods
than the rural majority, yet it is the poor
who live on riverbanks, in fragile hillside
settlements, and in unplanned colonies
most exposed to disaster. The climate
crisis is layered upon pre-existing injustice,
deepening every faultline of class and
geography.

Redefining Progress Before It Is
Too Late
We need to redefine progress. A “good life”
cannot remain defined by bigger cars,
bigger houses, more air miles. That defi-
nition was implanted by those who profit
from our desires.

Urgent reforms are overdue: restore
wetlands and floodplains, tax carbon-
heavy consumption, and disclose the
footprints of corporations and celebrities.
But there is a warning: no reform will hold
without a shift in human consumption.
Policies will fail unless minds change.
Festivals need not mean firecrackers. Joy
need not mean excess travel or display.
The climate outside reflects the climate
within, and when the inner self is restless,
nature too collapses.

This is why the PrashantAdvait
Foundation has launched Operation 2030,
a mission to awaken citizens before the
UN’s climate deadline. Scientists warn that
unless warming is capped at 1.5°C by 2030,
feedback cycles-melting glaciers, rising
seas, collapsing ecosystems-will lock us
into irreversibility. Operation 2030 rests
on one insight: only inner clarity can
anchor outer change.

A Civilisational Test
Looking again at this week’s disasters:
highways blocked, villages drowned, pil-
grims stranded, crops ruined, it is clear that
these are not just damages to be compen-
sated; they are reminders of what reckless
choices bring. 
Mountains can bear only so much blast-
ing, rivers only so much encroachment,
cities only so much concrete. When the
limits are crossed, collapse follows. If we
hurry to rebuild on the same foundations
of ignorance, the next disaster is already
assured. If we pause, reflect, and change
direction, this moment could still become
a turning point.

The Gita reminds us: action born of inner
clarity liberates, while action born of
delusion destroys. Development without
wisdom is rehearsal for the next tragedy.
The monsoon has spoken. The question
is, will we listen?

And if we refuse to listen, it will not only
be us who pay. It will be our children and
grandchildren who inherit a land where
the monsoon is feared, not welcomed;
where rivers mean devastation, not fertil-
ity. History will ask what we were doing
in 2025, when the signs were so clear. Our
silence then will be the loudest testimo-
ny of all.

When India and Pakistan signed the Indus
Waters Treaty in 1960, brokered by the World
Bank and hailed internationally as a model of
co-operation, it seemed a rare moment of sta-
bility in an otherwise fraught relationship. Yet
even as Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru extend-
ed his hand toward reconciliation with Pakistan,
a more ominous challenge was quietly taking
shape to the north-a China-Pakistan axis that
would soon alter the strategic landscape of
South Asia.

A new book, Trial By Water: Indus Basin and
India-Pakistan Relations by Uttam Sinha, brings
out how, as the Indus Waters Treaty was being
negotiated, Mao Zedong was already casting his
eye on a strategic relationship with Pakistan.
What Nehru hoped would be a step toward
peace with one neighbour coincided with the
forging of an alliance between his two most dif-
ficult adversaries.

The seeds of this two-front chal-
lenge were sown in the 1950s. After
occupying Tibet in 1950, Mao had set
his eyes on Aksai Chin, a desolate but
strategically crucial high-altitude
desert of Ladakh. By the mid-1950s, China had
built a road through the region, linking Xinjiang
to Tibet. Nehru, downplaying its importance, told
Parliament in 1959 that the area had “not a blade
of grass,” a remark that would haunt India after
China consolidated its grip during the 1962 war.
Behind Mao’s rhetoric of Asian solidarity, his
ambitions were calculated and expansionist.
When he met Nehru in 1954, Mao charmed the
Indian leader with talk of shared struggles
against Western imperialism. He spoke of
peace, dismissed war as unprofitable, and
even recited poetry at their farewell. But
beneath the gestures lay a grand design. For
Mao, rivers, mountains, and barren expanses
were not empty landscapes; they were strate-
gic levers. Control over the headwaters of the
Indus in Tibet and Aksai Chin gave China the
ability to influence lifelines that sustained mil-
lions downstream.

Even as Indian engineers were engaged in del-
icate negotiations with Pakistan over the Indus
river system, China was tightening its grip over
these contested territories. The Indus, beginning
from Tibet’s sacred Mount Kailash, passes
through Aksai Chin before reaching Ladakh and
eventually flowing into Pakistan. With the
occupation of Aksai Chin and later the Shaksgam
Valley ceded by Pakistan in 1963, China was
steadily positioning itself as a decisive player in
Kashmir’s strategic geography.

The betrayal became clear as Pakistan and

China moved closer in the late
1950s and early 1960s. While Nehru
defended the Indus Waters Treaty
as a step toward peace with
Pakistan, Islamabad was quietly

negotiating with Beijing to define their common
border. In 1963, Pakistan handed over 5,180
square kilometres of the Shaksgam Valley to
China, giving Beijing a foothold in Gilgit-Baltistan
and cementing the foundation of a long-term
strategic partnership.

India’s protests went unheeded. An official
note to China in 1962 asserted India’s sovereign-
ty over the entire state of Jammu and Kashmir,
but by then, the ground reality had shifted. As
New Delhi placed its faith in diplomacy and
restraint, Beijing and Islamabad were forging an
alliance that would eventually confront India on
two fronts-militarily in wars and diplomatical-
ly in global forums.

The story of the Indus Waters Treaty, often cel-
ebrated as a triumph of co-operation, thus hides
a parallel story of strategic miscalculation. As
Nehru sought peace with Pakistan through
water-sharing,  Mao was setting 
the stage for a partnership with Islamabad that
would redefine South Asia’s security equation.
The real trial was not in the Indus waters alone,
but in the dangerous alignment of two 
neighbours-an axis that continues to test India
to this day.

Mr Rahul Gandhi’s 1,300-kilometre ‘Voter Adhikar
Yatra’ criss-crossing the rough and tumble of the
Hindi hinterland of poll-bound Bihar has certain-
ly stirred the country’s political pot afresh. If his
across-the-country Bharat Jodo Yatra and Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra were meant to bring him out
of the closet and erase the image of “Pappu” care-
fully heaped upon him by the Narendra Modi dis-
pensation, the Bihar outing has not only estab-
lished him as the sole potential candidate to chal-
lenge Mr Modi, but also considerably increased
his acceptability in the opposition camp.

This, importantly, is his first foray in the hard-
core cow-belt where Congress has nothing to fall
back upon. It is too early to gauge his endeav-
our’s impact on the organisation or
its electoral dividends. The net gain
is that he has been able to set the
narrative, forcing others, including
the BJP, to follow, and has led the
charge from the front.

His political rating has definitely increased,
notwithstanding the fact that the ‘Voter Adhikar
Yatra’ was supposed to be a local phenomenon
with focus on the Bihar assembly elections. The
idea was to corner the Election Commission of
India (ECI) and the ruling BJP on the issue of sur-
reptitiously deleting votes through a hurriedly
called Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of voter rolls
barely three months before assembly polls.

No one, even Mr Gandhi’s worst critics, can
deny that he has been able to raise a crescen-
do over this issue single-handedly in true
‘Sansad se Sadak tak’ manner and succeeded 
singularly despite a hostile and partisan media.
The fact of the matter is that he has successful-
ly changed the tide from being reactive to launch-
ing the action straightaway. This is particularly
so in Bihar. In the rest of the country, it has
become a talking point and theme of discussion,
thereby forcing the ECI to come out with 
unconvincing clarifications, leading to strength-
ening his narrative and the resultant doubt in
the public mind.

Although the ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’ was an
I.N.D.I.A combined venture, which was testified
by the presence of leading leaders and represen-
tatives of its constituents (regional parties from
other parts of the country) but dominated by the
Bihar-centric poll alliance, from the word go it
had the stamp of Mr Gandhi affixed. 

In fact, he became the star attraction pulling
crowds, overwhelmingly youth, and finally his
stamp was firmly affixed on the mega event by

the time it concluded.
The astounding success of the Rahul-focused

march, as senior journalist and columnist Ms
Neeraja Chaudhary described it after extensive-
ly covering the event, is solely ascribed to him.
Despite the Congress organisation being in sham-
bles in Bihar, he drew out enthusiastic crowds.

The immediate purpose of the march cover-
ing nearly 125 assembly constituencies was, of
course, to galvanise public opinion in favour of
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)-Congress-Left led
opposition alliance. Despite the RJD being the
dominant partner, Congress, courtesy of Mr
Gandhi, has been able to steal the show.
However, the success of the event with Mr
Gandhi playing a dominant role has also brought
into focus its impact on the national political
scene, particularly the fragile opposition unity.

From the national perspective, it has raised
the stature of Mr Gandhi by many notches, estab-
lishing him as the frontline challenger to Mr Modi
in future electoral contests. The regional satraps,
particularly the muscle-flexing Trinamool

Congress supremo, Ms Mamata
Banerjee, and self-styled rebel and
AAP chief, Mr Arvind Kejriwal, seem
to have fallen by the wayside as the
Bihar event unfolded. As it is, the
latter has disassociated himself from

the I.N.D.I.A alliance but kept a window open as
AAP has joined the opposition protest on SIR in
Bihar. The just concluded monsoon session of
Parliament saw a more co-ordinated show by
the opposition alliance on the issue of alleged
tampering of voters’ lists and sudden SIR in Bihar.
There was not a single voice of dissent and every
constituent of I.N.D.I.A participated at one level
or the other.

The SIR and resultant ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’ have
pushed Mr Modi, for the first time in the last
decade, on the back foot. It is for the first time,
all this while, that an issue has stuck around his
neck, rendering his well-crafted counter-offen-
sive mechanism ineffective. 

The positive buzz over these issues combined
with his relentless ‘Samvidhan Bachao’ campaign
getting public traction, has proved a new trend-
setter for Mr Gandhi. Although Mr Gandhi has
emerged as the dramatis persona behind the
success of the Bihar march and the main driving
force behind his relentless campaign against the
ECI and the BJP-led Central Government, it should
in no way diminish the contribution of the other
I.N.D.I.A bloc partners. The united show put by
the opposition inside and outside Parliament,
despite reluctance to direct participation by Ms
Banerjee and her ilk, certainly gave strength to
him as the leader of the premier opposition party
of the country.

Another interesting outcome of these devel-
opments, owing to effective headship provided
by Mr Gandhi, is acceptance of his leadership by

the bloc leaders as against earlier reluctance on
their part. This is a hard-earned situation which
he should not squander by only focusing on his
solo drives and ignoring Congress’s organisation-
al weaknesses.

There is still a strong imponderable whether
Mr Gandhi’s stellar effort will help raise the
Congress’s graph both at the national level and
in Bihar. Such a scenario had earlier emerged at
the end of his nearly 6,500-kilometre twin
yatras across the country, but it had fizzled out
due to lack of organisational back-up from the
party to carry forward the positive impact.

Will the ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’, which has firmly
saddled Mr Gandhi on the national political fir-
mament, meet the fate of the Bharat Jodo yatras?

The question assumes significance as nothing
much has changed on the organisational front
in Congress, which continues to reel under a
status quoist culture. 

His efforts to change this culture, which pri-
marily is being perpetuated by the old guard,
have met stiff resistance after the culmination
of the Bharat Jodo Yatras. The more he tried to
change, though efforts were a tame affair, the
more vicious the saboteurs became in the
form of active BJP cells.

The Bihar yatra has fully empowered Mr
Gandhi to act decisively and given him enough
elbow space to act. The fact that he has shown
guts to take the bull by the horns by launching
a direct diatribe against Mr Modi, mostly over
policy issues including “poll management”,
means he should not let this opportunity go and
must act to overhaul the Congress, removing
deadwood, non-performers, and moles of the BJP
(by Mr Gandhi’s own admission).

This is not only in Mr Gandhi and Congress’s
interest, but more in the interest of the nation.
A strong Congress and thereby a strong oppo-
sition could be an anathema to the ruling elite’s
attempts at creating a unitary system, undermin-
ing the basic democratic ethos of the country.
The opposition parties, particularly Ms Banerjee
and Mr Kejriwal, should also shed their biases
and keep aside personal ambitions for a while
to work for a bigger cause, which is to thwart
the challenge posed by Mr Modi.

The hard fact which they cannot ignore is that
a national party such as Congress with pan-India
presence should act as a pivot to face this chal-
lenge. The sooner they realise, the better it would
be to take the fight against the ECI’s shenanigans,
and for the protection of the Constitution, 
to its logical conclusion en route to electoral 
victories ahead.
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Over the past weeks, North India has been
brought to a standstill. The monsoon, once
awaited as a lifeline, has turned into a chain
of disasters with floods, landslides and water-
logging. What should have replenished the
soil has instead uprooted families, erased
livelihoods, and scarred the land.

The scale of this devastation is staggering.
Himachal Pradesh alone has lost over 340 lives
since 20 June: 182 to landslides, flash floods
and collapsing houses, the rest to rain-trig-
gered accidents. More than 1,300 roads lie
blocked, including four national highways;
over 2,100 transformers are down; nearly 800
water supply schemes are disrupted. Entire
tourist districts like Shimla, Kullu and Chamba
are cut off. The State Disaster Management
Authority has warned that restoring access
to many remote villages may take weeks.

In Jammu & Kashmir, the Tawi and Chenab
rivers have surged past danger levels, schools
are closed, and evacuations are under way.
Punjab reports devastation across 1,400 vil-
lages in 23 districts: 350,000 people affected,
148,000 hectares of crops gone. Delhi and
NCR, too, wade through waterlogged streets,
schools shut, and transport paralysed.
Northern Railway has cancelled 68 trains; the
Pathankot-Jammu line remains blocked.
Relief teams are in the field, but the scale of
loss dwarfs every effort.

It is tempting to see these floods as season-
al wrath. But they are not accidents of
weather; they are a mirror to our misplaced
idea of progress. Describing them as “natural
calamities” dangerously denies their man-
made roots.

Fragile Mountains, Fractured by
Greed
Himachal’s hills are collapsing because we
drilled, blasted, and cemented them year after
year. When rivers are forced into concrete and
wetlands into real estate, the monsoon is
bound to return the debt.

The Himalayas are geologically young,
their slopes precariously held together. Yet
we have treated them as construction sites.
Every highway cut through rock, every tunnel
bored into the mountain, every dam raised
across a river has weakened what was
already fragile. So when the rains come hard,

North India’s Floods: Not Seasonal Wrath, but Climate Collapse 
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ASIA IS HEATING
NEARLY TWICE
AS FAST AS THE

GLOBAL
AVERAGE,

WHICH MEANS
MORE VIOLENT

BURSTS OF RAIN
AND MORE
FREQUENT

CLOUDBURSTS

A new book, “Trial By Water: Indus Basin and India-Pakistan Relations” by Uttam
Sinha, brings out how, as the Indus Waters Treaty was being negotiated, Mao
Zedong was already casting his eye on a strategic relationship with Pakistan

‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’ redefines 
Opposition unity, elevates RaGa’s stature

How Mao misled Nehru as

China-Pakistan axis took shape

ANIL
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It is tempting to see these floods as seasonal wrath. But they are not accidents of weather; they are a mirror to our misplaced idea of progress. 
Describing them as ‘natural calamities’ dangerously denies their man-made roots



Harsh Goenka, a well-known Mumbai-based industrialist,

is known to be outspoken, even cheeky in his social

media posts. In an outlandish reverse sweep, he took on

the Government’s GST’s ‘doosra.’ His latest tweet on X:

“No tax for BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in India),

good. But increased 40 per cent GST on IPL (Indian

Premier League) tickets.” He said this was the new

‘Incredible India,’ where cricket is a religion, the Board is

God, IPL is the temple, the cricket fans, or the devotees

need to pay a higher offering. It was a clean hook off the

front foot, and the ball landed in the stands.

There was another dichotomy. The GST on tickets for

regular international and domestic matches remains at 18

per cent, but the tax on IPL was pushed up from 28 per

cent to 40 per cent (the sin tax applicable on tobacco,

high-end cars, and business flight travel). The

Government is clear that the League is not really cricket,

it is more of an entertainment enjoyed by the elite. Which

is possibly wrong as one knows of hundreds of middle-

class homes, who save to buy relatively-expensive IPL

tickets so that their children can get a glimpse of the

cricketing stars from a vantage position of deep cover.

For years, the BCCI, which claims to be a non-profit

entity, has strived, fought and battled to retain its tax

exemption status. In its 2023-24 annual, the Board noted

that the income tax appellate body ruled (2021) that the

former was “entitled to continuance of registration under

Section 12A of the Income Tax (which allows zero tax for

non-profit entities like trusts, welfare societies, NGOs and

religious bodies) ….” The income tax authority has

appealed in the Bombay High Court. However, acting

prudently, the BCCI continues to recognise the liability,

which amounted to `7,362 crore as on March 31, 2024,

and pertains to the past six years since 2018-19.

In August 2018, the Board amended its Constitution to

avail of the tax exemptions under Section 12A. But it has

defended against the tax googlies for years before it.

Based on professional advice, the Board, as stated in the

annual report, “believes that no provision for income tax

is required to be made in respect of the prior years and

until the change to the Constitution… aggregating `7,453

crore as it believes that it has a good case to avail the

(tax) exemption… notwithstanding the demands/disputes

raised by the income tax department which have been

challenged… before various appellate/judicial authorities.”

If pre- and post-2018 demands are combined, the BCCI

disputed taxes stand at almost `15,000 crore.

Do not forget that the BCCI is the richest cricket body

in the world, and by far the wealthiest sport body in the

country. In 2023-24, it clocked an annual revenue of more

than `9,700 crore, of which almost 60 per cent was the

surplus from IPL. The money that was handed over by the

International Cricket Council, which shares its profits with

member nations, was just over `1,000 crore. The Board is

raking in more money from the League, as compared to

the international matches. But only the fans pay the

taxes, and that too in a sinful way. A clear case of hit

wicket, or shall we say, hit ticket.

Apple CEO Tim Cook is probably
questioning his decision to take
that big bite of the Apple. His multi
cuisine global strategy is slowly
unravelling, dish by dish, recipe by
recipe, and meal by meal. As a cor-
porate Sous Chef, he is running
around the global kitchen to rustle
up ingredients, and hustle up a
meal that will please several leaders.
But as any chef realises, it is near-
impossible to please every cus-
tomer. Someone will be displeased
about the dessert. Another one by
the appetiser. A third by one of the
dishes in the main course. Some may
not like the looks, others the taste,
a few the herbs.

Like any global CEO, who is ambi-
tious enough to dip his fingers in
several pies, and experiment with a
multi cuisine meal, Tim Cook needs
to grapple with three crucial ingre-
dients, which can turn stale quite
quickly. These are obviously money,
manufacturing and markets. The first
relates to multiple investments that
he has promised to multiple leaders.
The second is how to spread the
operations to extract the best effi-
ciencies, and progress towards high
productivity without disturbing the
nuanced balance between demand-
ing palettes. The third is about cus-
tomers, what to serve in which
country. Like cooking, it requires a
delicate touch.

The US President Donald Trump
wants Cook to return home, and
help the former make America great
again. Pushed, cajoled and berated,
the Apple CEO committed $600
billion investments in the US. Apart
from public admonitions, Trump
loses no opportunity to ask Cook
about his new investment meals.
The other day, at a private dinner
that the president hosted for tech
leaders, and which was attended by
the CEOs of Google, Microsoft and
OpenAI, apart from Apple, he asked
Cook, “How much money is Apple
going to be investing in the United
States because you know, you were
really elsewhere, and now you are

coming back home in a big way?”
Keeping the half-bit apple aside,

donning his best chef’s attire, Cook
was at his diplomatic best. “I want
to thank you (president) for setting
the tone such that we could make
a major investment in the United
States. That says a lot about your
focus, and your leadership, and
your focus on innovation.” To some,
it sounded a bit tongue-in-cheek. For
Trump, the focus is on himself, lead-
ership is about beating others with
a stick, and offering a carrot, and
innovation is to use archaic laws to
appropriate superpowers. Just to
ensure that there are no cross-con-
nections or signal drops, the Apple
CEO praised the US First Lady,
Melania Trump, for her work in

education. 
Last month, the CEO had appar-

ently assured the Indian
Government that Apple has no
intention to behave like a snake, and
wriggle out of the country’s heaven-
ly abode. He said he was committed
to invest $2.5 billion to boost the
local iPhone production by 50 per
cent to 60 million units a year.
There was no question of slowing
down the expansion or investment
inflows. Despite the bite from the
Apple, and goading from a snake,
Adam (Cook) and Eve (Mother India)
will remain in this heaven. According
to reports, the company is assem-
bling the soon-to-be-launched
iPhone 17 in India.

This brings us to the second ingre-

dient, which is sharp on the taste
buds. Everyone wants Apple to
make it in their countries. Trump
wishes to impose ‘Make in America.’
India’s prime minister, Narendra
Modi, wants to expand ‘Make in
India.’ China’s president, Xi Jinping,
is not worried. He knows that global
manufacturers have no option but
to make in China, whatever they
may say about China+1 strategy.
Apple cannot make in America, and
sell to the world. For that, the
options are India and China, with
potential investors still salivating on
the latter. Cook needs to take job as
a global Sous Chef seriously. He
cannot antagonise anyone.

As things stand, the iPhone maker
will manufacture high-end compo-

nents in the US. It is cheaper and
safer to do it, given that neither India
nor China have the skills. He will
make the low-end components in
India, which will assemble the
phones. India is quite happy with the
situation as it can claim that the
iPhone, the world’s most sophisticat-
ed and desired dish, is being made
in India, and being served to global
customers. China, as we said before,
knows that one does not need to
cater to other people’s tastes. If one
can provide the right ingredients,
environment and kitchens (facto-
ries), the chefs are happy, and they
will keep the customers happier.

Now for the markets. This is the
most complex part of Cook’s plan.
One taste cannot fit all. Well, it does
work for a hamburger, pizza or
Coke but not for iPhones. Even in the
case of the hamburger, McDonald’s
was forced to use Indian ingredients,
and avoid beef to cater to Indian
tastes and culture. Pizza makers pos-
sibly sell as many vegetarian varia-
tions as the non-veg ones in India.
Chinese food is now completely
Indianised. So, Cook knows that
even if the ingredients are the same,
made in just a few nations, the
serving needs to be special. He
needs to market the same cuisine
differently in different markets.
Thus, India can be a base for dual
markets, domestic and the US. China
can cater to the non-US markets. The
US operations can fulfill the needs
of the Americans, and foreigners.

Well, it does get a bit wonky
managing all these ingredients and
taste buds. It is tricky to handle the
local herbs, some of which are extra
spicy and edgy, as also transport the
ingredients all over the world, and
establish separate logistics for the
final products. There are several
promises Cook needs to fulfill. He is
under pressure from his masters and
customers. The kitchen is getting
crowded, and there is little space to
jostle around. But the chef has to fire
up, or the food will either not arrive
in time and style, or rot.

The recent NITI Aayog report on pulses
projects a steady rise in production, but
underscores the importance of achieving self-
sufficiency in production. Beyond nutritional
benefits, pulses enhance soil health, conserve
water, and help to mitigate climate change.
Due to the wide popularity and demand for
pulses, the report emphasises on increasing
yield to meet domestic demand.

The relevance of the report lies in the fact
that India needs to be ‘Atmanirbhar’ in pulses.
The Government too supplies them to the
States and Union Territories for welfare
schemes like public distribution system, mid-
day meal, among others. Achieving self-
sufficiency can lead to benefits like reduction
in import dependency and stabilising prices
against global fluctuations, says the report.

“This stability ensures food security and
supports rural livelihoods by providing
consistent income for pulses farmers, while
promoting food sovereignty,” adds the report.
Globally, pulse production has grown steadily
at three per cent per year since the early
2000s. Developing countries account for
nearly 75 per cent of the output, while Asia
contributes over 44 per cent of the
production.

Quoting OECD-FAO 2024 data, NITI Aayog
predicted a growth in the global market, with
per capita consumption reaching 8.6 kg by
2033. This growth is expected in most regions,
with Europe witnessing an increase of three
per cent annually. In 2023-2024, India
achieved a yield of 242 lakh tonnes, and
imported 47 lakh tonnes. The export figure
was six lakh tonnes.

In January 2024, the Government expressed
confidence in achieving import independence

by December 2027. This is achievable with
planning and execution. India is the world’s
largest cultivator and producer, with over 38
per cent of the world’s cultivated area, and
more than 28 per cent of the global output.

But in terms of yield, the country ranks
lowest among the top ten producers. India
ranks 2.5 times lower than Ethiopia, which is
the leading producer of pulses at 1.9
tonnes/hectare, followed by Canada, USA,
China and Russia. “India’s area under
cultivation experienced fluctuations, and a
declining trend in the initial three decades.
There was some recovery… during the mid-
70s, mid-80s, and early ‘90s, but afterwards,
the area… either stagnated or declined,” notes
the think tank’s report.

In recent times, the cultivated area fell to
108.39 lakh hectares in 2024-25 from the
“normal area” of 129.61 hectares. But in 2025-
26 (as on August 15, 2025) there was an
increase by 1.14 lakh hectares. According to
the report, pulses production faces significant
challenges stemming from technological and
environmental constraints.

The need of the hour is to address farmers’
problems due to inadequate access to quality
seeds, and ineffective management of crop
disease and pest control. With nearly 80 per
cent of production dependent on rainfed
areas, specialised knowledge needs to be
imparted. India must adopt a multifaceted
strategy to achieve self-sufficiency. The focus
should be on “three key pillars: Value addition,
area expansion and higher productivity.

Supported by the Government’s procure-
ment and pricing, the area under cultivation
has seen progress. There is a move to launch a
six-year Atmanirbharta campaign with the

following aims: Develop climate resilient
seeds, enhance protein content, hike
productivity, improve storage and assure
remunerative prices. Central agencies like
Nafed will procure the produce of farmers
who register with them, and enter into
agreements over the next four years.

In addition, there is a need for interventions
at the State levels. While 10 States contribute
more than 90 per cent of the output, the top
three account for more than 55 per cent. There
are variations in yields, with Gujarat being the
most productive, and Karnataka the least.
Even the States like Madhya Pradesh (largest
producer) and Maharashtra (second largest)
“have room for improvement.” Both are below
Gujarat’s level. The same is true for Rajasthan,
which has the largest area under cultivation,
and ranks third in production.

The contribution of pulses to foodgrain
production has declined over the decades,
with the lowest point in 2000-01. Since 2015,
policy interventions increased both area and
production, which pushed up the share, which
remains below 10 per cent. In 2023-24, pulses
imports shot up after some time, primarily
due to rise in red lentils, yellow peas and black
gram. Red lentil purchases from Canada
doubled, and yellow peas came from Russia
and Turkey.

Dietary patterns across the country too
contribute to either preference or lack of them
for pulses. “Cereals, for instance, contribute
significantly to the daily diet, i.e., 50-70 per
cent of daily energy intake exceeding the
recommended limit of 45 per cent, while
pulses, meat, poultry and fish contribute only
6-9 per cent, falling short of the recommended
14 per cent of total energy,” states the NITI
Aayog report. Pulses intake remains below
diet levels, which is evident across the States,
and in both urban and rural areas.

The report suggests several ways to
enhance production. Using a third of the rice
fallow area across 10 States can increase
production by nearly three million tonnes.
Intercropping them with sugarcane in Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra can unlock three
million hectares of area. Optimising the rice-
wheat cropping system in Bihar, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh can add another four million
hectares. These strategies can lead to an extra
production of eight million tonnes.

Procurement remains a problem area.
According to the NITI Aayog, “Most of the
pulses growers are currently unable to reach
regulated markets to sell their produce;
instead, village traders are their main buyers.
Therefore, to ensure remunerative prices for
these growers, it is important to bring the
procurement centres to the growers’
doorsteps, particularly during harvest season.”

A price guarantee too is critical. This may be
by bridging the gap between what the farmers
earn and MSP, or ensuring procurement under
MSP. “Both these provisions are already there
in the scheme, PM AASHA, operated by the
Ministry of Agriculture. Its operational part
needs to be strengthened for effective and
comprehensive coverage.”

Checking the pulse of pulses

BUSINESS 10CHANDIGARH | SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

HITTICKET

AI Powered
Digital Banking

Solutions

WWW.i-exceed.com

The Tech Wrecker

Cooking a multi cuisine meal

This stability

ensures food

security and

supports rural

livelihoods 

by providing

consistent 

income for 

pulses farmers



PIONEER NEWS SERVICE  
n Bengaluru

Online gaming firm Gameskraft
Technologies filed a police complaint
against its former CFO for allegedly
siphoning off `231 crore, whose write-
off led to a decline in the company’s FY25
net profit. The Bengaluru-based firm
reported a net profit of `706 crore on a
revenue of ̀ 4,009 crore in the fiscal year
2024-25. While profit was much lower
than `947 crore in the previous year, the
revenue was higher than `3,475 crore.

The company said FY25 was the first
full year of 28 per cent GST tax on its
operations. The previous year earning
was factoring in a six-month impact of
the newly introduced GST regime for the
online gaming sector. The 2024-25 profit
was impacted by “a one-time account-
ing adjustment of past unsanctioned
transactions amounting to approxi-
mately ̀ 231 crore,” it said in a statement.

While the company did not elaborate
on the nature of unsanctioned transac-
tions, sources with the knowledge of the
matter said the write-off pertained to the
discovery of money allegedly siphoned
off by the firm’s former CFO. A police
complaint was registered against the
senior executive in a Bengaluru police
station.

The former employee, who was
removed as Group Chief Financial Officer

in May this year, could not be contacted
for comments. The complaint states
that he executed unauthorised financial
transactions totalling ̀ 231.39 crore for the
past years. It goes on to state that he had
in a purported email to the company in
March this year “voluntarily admitted” of
misusing company funds for personal
equity and derivatives trading.

Globally, there are cases of senior
executives, especially in stock and bond
trading firms, using the company’s
money to play personal trades, which
go wrong. In some cases, only the
money that was siphoned off is lost. In
others, the companies are saddled with
huge losses as the trades were in their
name but hidden. In the 1990s, Nick
Leeson’s fraudulent, unauthorised and
speculative trades resulted in the col-
lapse of Barings Bank, the UK’s oldest
merchant bank. Leeson was convicted
of financial crime in Singapore.

Following the discovery of unautho-
rised use of company funds, Gameskraft
instituted a forensic audit which
revealed the extent and nature of funds
being siphoned off, sources said adding
that the company will make all attempts
to recover the money from the accused.
Following best accounting practices,
Gameskraft has recognised the amount
in its P&L, resulting in the impact on
profit.

“While recording steady increase in

revenues, the decline in Gameskraft’s
profit after tax (PAT) is primarily due to
the full-year impact of the 28 per cent
GST, which led to a rise in tax outflows
from `1,512 crore in FY 2023-24 to ̀ 2,526
crore in FY 2024-25, and a one-time
accounting adjustment of past unsanc-
tioned transactions amounting to
approximately ̀ 231 crore,” the company
statement said.

The Indian online gaming sector is
undergoing a fundamental transfor-
mation with the recent Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gaming Act, 2025,
which prohibits online real-money
games, whether skill-based or chance-
based.

“The legislation has created wide-
spread disruption, compelling operators
to shut down online money game oper-
ations, and begin the arduous journey
of reimagining their business models.
This regulatory shift comes after the
introduction of the 28 per cent GST on
deposits in October 2023, which com-
pressed margins and slowed growth,”
it said.

The sector also faces uncertainty
from retrospective tax notices totalling
`2.5 lakh crore, currently under review
by the Supreme Court. “In light of the
recent Promotion and Regulation of
Online Gaming Act, 2025, Gameskraft has
already stopped ‘Add Cash’ and
‘Gameplay’ services across their rummy

apps, and has maintained a strong
focus on compliance, transparency,
and operational continuity, working
closely with auditors, banking part-
ners, legal advisors, and policymakers
during this transition,” it said.

The company said it has cleared all
regulatory dues and has proactively safe-
guarded the interests of its players,

employees, partners, vendors, and
service providers through timely action
and consistent and transparent commu-
nication.

Founded in 2017, Gameskraft in less
than a decade, has grown into one of
India’s gaming bellwethers and has
already initiated structured internal
discussions to chart the road ahead.

Guided by their core values of respon-
sible innovation, player protection, reg-
ulatory alignment, and strengthened
compliance frameworks, the company
is actively exploring new avenues and
solutions to adapt to the evolving reg-
ulatory landscape, while contributing to
the sustainable growth of India’s digital
gaming ecosystem.
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ASSOCIATED PRESS and
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Washington and New Delhi

When the Labour Department put out
a disappointing jobs’ report a month
ago, an enraged President Donald
Trump responded by firing the econo-
mist in charge of compiling the
numbers, and nominating a loyalist to
replace her. Nothing quite so dramatic
is likely on Friday when the department
releases hiring and unemployment
numbers for August.

Yet, the August numbers may be
almost as dismal as those for July. The
former are expected to show that com-
panies, government agencies and non-
profits added a modest 80,000 jobs
during the month, according to a survey
of forecasters by the data firm FactSet.
This will be a slight improvement on
July’s 73,000, but still indicate, and
maybe prove, that the American job
market has cooled down significantly
from last year.

Jobs are an important part of Trump’s
vision to boost American manufactur-
ing, and create more employment
opportunities for Americans. His immi-
grant policy is aimed at reducing foreign
workers so that locals can get more jobs.
If the jobs market continues to cool
down, the president may blow his top,
even if he does not fire someone, and
hire someone else.

The silver lining is that the unemploy-
ment rate is forecast to stay at a low 4.2
per cent, which suggests that employ-
ers are stuck in a no-hire, no-fire mode.
While they are reluctant to add many
new workers, they do not want to give
up the ones they have. One is not sure
how long the employers will continue
with their wait-and-watch attitude? At
some stage, as is visible in some sectors,
companies will begin to cut staff, and let
go of people. This will make Trump
angrier.

The US job market has lost momen-
tum this year, partly because of the lin-
gering effects of the 11 interest rate hikes
by the inflation fighters at the Federal
Reserve in 2022 and 2023, and partly

because Donald Trump’s policies, includ-
ing his trade wars with several nations,
have created uncertainty that leaves
managers reluctant to make hiring
decisions. In fact, even investment deci-
sions are in a limbo, as American firms
engage in immediate firefighting tactics.

So far in 2025, the economy has gen-
erated 85,000 new jobs a month, down
from 168,000 last year, and an average

400,000 a month during the hiring
boom of 2021-2023 as the United States
roared back from Covid-19 lockdowns.
“The labour market is showing signs of
cracking,” said Heather Long, chief
economist at Navy Federal Credit Union.
“It is not a red siren alarm yet, but the
signs keep growing that businesses
are starting to cut workers.”

The Labour Department reported

that the number of Americans applying
for unemployment benefits, a proxy for
layoffs, rose last week to the highest
level since June, though the number of
claims remained within a healthy range.
An outplacement firm said that the US-
based employers have announced more
than 892,000 jobs cuts this year through
August, which is more than the 761,000
reported for all the 12 months of 2024.

If hiring slows down, and firing goes
up, Trump will start firing aimlessly in
all directions to extricate some good
news on the economy front. In a sign
that the US hiring gains are limited and
fragile, nearly 80 per cent of the new
private sectors jobs this year were
created in just one industry: healthcare
and social assistance, a Labour
Department category that spans hospi-

tals to daycare centres.
After seeing the weak July jobs

numbers, Trump fired Erika McEntarfer,
head of the Bureau of Labour Statistics,
baselessly claiming the hiring report had
been rigged to hurt him politically. He
nominated a partisan idealogue, EJ
Antoni, to replace her. But for now,
pending Antoni’s confirmation by the
Senate, the jobs report is in the hands
of the acting commissioner, William
Wiatrowski, a career Labour Department
official. The August figures may nudge
Trump to pressurise the Senate to
hasten Antoni’s hiring.

Economists and others familiar with
how the jobs numbers are collected
have expressed confidence that the
Labour Department procedures will
keep the data safe from political inter-
ference. What set Trump off a month
ago was not the July hiring or unem-
ployment figures. It was the depart-
ment’s revisions, which shaved a stun-
ning 258,000 jobs off May and June pay-
rolls, and slashed average monthly
hiring from May through July to a mere
35,000.

The revisions are standard practice,
and necessary because many compa-
nies surveyed by the government submit
their responses late or correct what they
have already sent in. Government econ-
omists are contending with a big drop
in the share of companies that respond
to the surveys. A decade ago, about 60
per cent of those surveyed responded.
Now only about 40 per cent do.

This is not unique to America. It is an
international problem for data collec-
tors, especially since Covid-19. The
United Kingdom even suspended pub-
lication of an official unemployment rate
because of inadequate responses. “I
remember being at an international con-
ference where the chief statistician of
the Russian Republic was complaining
about how the Russians do not want to
complete their surveys,” William Beach,
the labour department’s commissioner
from 2019 to 2023, said in an interview
last month. “What could he do? If you
cannot compel completion in Russia,
you cannot compel it anywhere.”

PTI and PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

Reliance Industries has consistently
remained compliant with internation-
al sanctions and is expected to adhere
to upcoming measures on Russian oil,
analysts said, estimating that oil
sourced from Russia contributes just
2.1 per cent to its consolidated EBITDA.
Reliance operates the world’s largest
single location refining complex, with
more than half of the capacity exclu-
sively dedicated for exports. It is also
India’s biggest user of Russian oil.

In July, the European Union (EU)
approved its eighteenth sanctions
package in response to Russia’s
ongoing war in Ukraine. It lowered oil
price cap to $47.60 per barrel from $60,
for cargo to avail western shipping and
insurance services, as well as banned
import of refined petroleum products
derived from Russian crude, including
those refined in third countries, begin-
ning January 2026.

Reliance’s Jamnagar refinery
complex, which includes a 35.2 million
tonnes a year unit dedicated only for
exports, sells fuels like diesel to EU and
other nations. Stating that Reliance
has been compliant with western
sanctions, Jefferies in a note said the
company “has adhered to western
sanctions on Iranian and Venezuelan
crude, and is likely to comply in the
event of sanctions on Russian crude,
in our view.”

Like other Indian refiners, Reliance
increased purchase of Russian oil

post Ukraine war in February 2022. This
was because the oil was available at
a discount because of the EU price cap,
and some western nations shunning
purchases to punish Moscow for its
invasion of Ukraine. Estimating a $1 per
barrel benefit from refining Russian oil,
the brokerage said Russian grade
Urals headline discount to Brent has
varied between $4-7 per barrel over
the past 15 months, with landed dis-
counts prevailing at $3 given higher
logistics and insurance costs.

“This translates to $1-1.2 per barrel

of incremental margin on Reliance’s
refinery throughput, in our view,” it
said, adding that this would mean
around $500 million of EBITDA per
year, or 2.1 per cent of consolidated
pre-tax earnings. “Benefit of Russian
crude is limited… in our view,”
Jefferies said. Previously, the Hong
Kong-based CLSA made a similar esti-
mation of limited benefit.

US officials have targeted India for
its import of Russian oil saying New
Delhi was funding Russia’s war
machine and profiteering off Russian

oil. American estimates indicated
that the benefit to refiners ran into bil-
lions of dollars. The Jeffries report con-
tradicts those figures, and states that
the benefit to Reliance is half a billion
dollars.

CLSA in its report titled ‘Russian
crude imports, the real math’ found
the “net annual benefit to India from
Russian crude imports to be much
smaller at just $2.5 billion, or a small
6 bps of India’s GDP.” This is signifi-
cantly lower than the speculative
number of $10-25 billion benefit being

quoted. A foreign news agency calcu-
lated that the benefits from Russian
crude oil to India was way lower than
the adverse impact of the US’ 50 per
cent tariff.

But as one understands, the
imbroglio and oil slicks related to
crude oil, Russia, India and the US are
not just about economics. They are
about politics, bruised egos and
changing geopolitics, where strong-
arm tactics seem to be more impor-
tant than delicate moves. Hence,
analysing them only in the context of
profits and losses is understanding a
part of the narrative. Yet, there is no
doubt that cheaper Russian crude oil
played a part in the strategies.

While the Russian crude oil price
was capped at $60, when the Brent
crude oil traded at $75, the entire dif-
ferential of $15 a barrel was not India’s
gain. The CLSA report explained,
“However, the net gain to Indian
importers is far smaller than this
visible discount as there are several
shipping, insurance and reinsurance
related restrictions for Russian crude.
Therefore, Indian refiners import
Russian crude on a cost, insurance and
freight (CIF) basis, landed in India. Thus,
the landed price of Russian crude is at
a far lower discount.”

The discount on Russian crude has
been steadily declining. The discount
averaged around $8.5 per barrel in
FY24, which fell to $3-5 in FY25, and has
declined to about $1.5 per barrel last
month. The net gains estimated at $2.5
billion for FY25 have gone down even
further in the last few months.
According to CLSA, at current dis-
counts, the annualised gains are $1
billion.

Billions or millions, take your pick

Games managers craft

Cooling jobs, hot-headed Trump
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n London

Angela Rayner on Friday
resigned as UK’s Deputy
Prime Minister and Housing
Secretary after a sped-up
independent ethics inquiry
concluded that she had
underpaid tax on a recently
bought home.

Rayner, 45, a powerful
leader within the Labour
Party, handed in her resigna-
tion after the inquiry conclud-
ed that she had breached the
Ministerial Code of Conduct
by failing to seek out special-
ist tax advice to ensure she
paid the correct stamp duty
on the property on the south
coast of England. British
Prime Minister Keir Starmer,
who is now formalising a
forced Cabinet reshuffle of his
top team, expressed his
regret at losing his senior-
most minister.

“You were right to refer
yourself to the Independent
Adviser on Ministerial Adviser
and right to act on his con-
clusions,” Starmer said, in a
rare hand-written letter in
response to Rayner’s resigna-
tion. “On a personal note, I
am very sad to be losing you
from the Government. You
have been a trusted col-
league and a true friend for
many years. I have nothing
but admiration for you and
huge respect for your
achievements in politics,”
he said, adding that she will
remain a “major figure” in
the Labour Party as she
moves to the backbenches.

Sir Laurie Magnus, Starmer’s
Independent Adviser on
Ministerial Standards,
informed him that his deputy
cannot be considered to have

met the “highest possible
standards of proper conduct”
and therefore was in breach
of the Ministerial Code of
Conduct.

Rayner, Labour’s member
of Parliament for Ashton-
under-Lyne in northern
England who also held the
influential post of Secretary
of State of the Ministry of
Housing, Communities and
Local Government, said she
deeply regretted her deci-
sion to “not seek additional
specialist tax advice.”

“I would like to take this
opportunity to repeat that it
was never my intention to do
anything other than pay the
right amount. I must also
consider the significant toll
that the ongoing pressure of

the media is taking on my
family,” she said in her res-
ignation letter to the PM.

The letters were released
by 10 Downing Street along
with the letter to Starmer
from Laurie Magnus, who
described his conclusion as
“highly unfortunate.”

“She [Rayner] believed that
she relied on the legal advice
she had received, but unfor-

tunately did not heed the
caution contained within it,
which acknowledged that it
did not constitute expert tax
advice and which suggested
that expert advice be
sought,” he wrote.

He added, “I believe Ms
Rayner has acted with
integrity and with a dedi-
cated and exemplary com-
mitment to public service.
I consider, however, that
her unfortunate failure to
settle her SDLT [stamp
duty] liability at the correct
level, coupled with the fact
that this was established
only following intensive
public scrutiny, leads me to
advise you that, in relation
to this matter, she cannot
be considered to have met

the ‘highest possible stan-
dards of proper conduct’ as
envisaged by the Code.
“Accordingly, it is with
deep regret that I must
advise you that in these cir-
cumstances, I consider 
t h e  C o d e  t o  h a v e  
been breached.”

Earlier this week, after
weeks of intense media cov-
erage, Rayner had revealed
a complex arrangement with
her ex-husband over the
care of her disabled son
involving another property
that remains a family home.
Under the stamp duty
requirements for home-
buyers in England, anyone
buying a second property is
expected to pay an addi-
tional surcharge.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Deir al-Balah (Gaza Strip)

Israel struck a high-rise build-
ing on Friday as the Army
ramped up an offensive in
preparations to take over
Gaza City.

Defence Minister Israel
Katz said the strike on the
building was just the begin-
ning, warning “when the
door opens it will not close”
and the army’s activity 
will increase.

His comments come days
after Israel began mobilising
tens of thousands of
reservists and repeating
evacuation warnings as part
of its plan to widen its offen-
sive in Gaza City and other

Hamas strongholds, which
has sparked opposition
domestically and condem-
nation abroad.

Palestinians said Israel’s
strike Friday targeted the
Mushtaha tower in Gaza City,
located in the southern area
of the once-upscale Rimal
neighbourhood. The tower
already had come under
Israeli attacks and photos of
the building taken before the
strike showed its roof was
heavily damaged. Israel said
it  struck the building
because it was used for
Hamas surveillance.

Israel has declared Gaza
City, in the north of the terri-
tory, to be a combat zone.
Parts of the city are already

considered “red zones”
where Palestinians have been
ordered to evacuate ahead of
expected heavy fighting.

That has left residents on
edge, including many who
returned after fleeing the city
in the initial stages of the
Israel-Hamas war. Moving
costs thousands of dollars
and finding space in the over-
crowded south to pitch a
tent feels impossible. But
staying behind, they say,
could be deadly. While this
wasn’t the first strike on
Mushtaha tower, it was the
first time the building was tar-
geted since Israel announced
its operation to take Gaza City
several weeks ago.

Gaza City resident Ahmed

al-Boari said the building
and the surrounding areas
were recently inundated
with displaced families who
have come since Israel
began operating on the out-
skirts of the city. It was
unclear how many people
were killed in the strike.

Israeli public fears 
for hostages

Israel’s new offensive also
has sparked widespread
protests among members of
the Israeli public who fear it
will endanger hostages still
held in Gaza, some of who are
believed to be in Gaza City.
There are 48 hostages still
held in Gaza, 20 of who are
believed to be alive.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Washington

US President Donald Trump
has said he thinks Democrat
Zohran Mamdani is likely to
become New York City’s next
mayor unless two of the three
major candidates running
against him drop out of the
race. But the Republican
didn’t say which two candi-
dates he’d like to see quit.

Trump said “No” when he
was asked by a reporter on
Thursday night if he’d urged
or encouraged any of the
candidates in the race to
drop out, but went on to say
he would like to see that
happen. “I don’t think you can
win unless you have one-on-
one, and somehow he’s
gotten a little bit of a lead,”
Trump said of Mamdani.

“I have no idea how that
happened.” The president,
who spoke as he hosted a
dinner at the White House
with tech executives, went on,
“I would like to see two people
drop out and have it be one-
on-one, and I think that’s a
race that could be won.”

Mamdani, a 33-year-old

democratic socialist, has
been the presumptive
favourite in the election since
soundly beating former gov-
ernor Andrew Cuomo in the
Democratic primary in June.

But Cuomo is still on the
ballot as an independent, as
is incumbent Mayor Eric
Adams. Joining those three
Democrats in the field is
Republican Curtis Sliwa, the
founder of the Guardian
Angels crime patrol group.

Recently, intermediaries for
Trump reached out to people
close to Adams to talk about
whether he would consider
abandoning his reelection
campaign to take a federal job,
according to people familiar
with those conversations who
spoke to The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity
because of the private nature
of the talks.

On a recent trip to Miami,
Adams met with Steve
Witkoff, a former real estate
developer in New York who
is now one of Trump’s main
diplomatic envoys in
Washington, according to
one of the people briefed on
the discussions.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n New York/Washington

US President Donald Trump
hosted a power-packed
cohort of technology execu-
tives, including Microsoft
CEO Satya Nadella and
Google chief Sundar Pichai,
at the White House, saying
the “high IQ group” is leading
a revolution in business.

“The most brilliant people
are gathered around this
table. This is definitely a high-
IQ group and I’m very proud
of them,” Trump said, sitting
at the centre of a long table
and flanked by First Lady
Melania Trump, Microsoft co-
founder and billionaire phil-
anthropist Bill Gates on one
side and Meta CEO Mark
Zuckerberg on the other. 

Pichai and Apple CEO Tim
Cook sat across the table
from Trump, while Nadella
was seated toward one end
of the table. “It’s an honour
to be here with this group of
people. They’re leading a

revolution in business and in
genius and in every other
work you can imagine,”
Trump said on Thursday.

After making opening
remarks, Trump invited the
technology leaders sitting at
the table to share their
thoughts. In his brief com-
ments, Pichai said that the “AI

moment is one of the most
transformative moments any
of us has ever seen or will see
in our lifetimes. So making
sure the US is at the forefront.”

Pichai said the Trump
administration is investing a
lot in Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and termed the ‘AI Action
Plan’, unveiled in July by the

White House, as a “great
start”. “We look forward to
working together.  And
thanks for your leadership,”
Pichai said to Trump. 

“Great job you’re doing.
Incredible, really,” Trump
told Pichai.  Turning to
Nadella, Trump said the
Microsoft chief “has done a

pretty good job” and added
that he owns the Microsoft
stock that has gone from $28
to now over $500. 

“What a job you’ve done,”
Trump said to Nadella.

Nadella thanked Trump
“for bringing us all together”
and for the policies he has
put in place for the United
States to lead in the sector.

Nadella said that it is not
just innovation that makes
the industry unique, “but
it’s the market access that
you (Trump) have obviously
championed for us all over
the world and also the trust
the world has in American
technology. 

“I think that everything that
you are doing in terms of
setting in place the platform
where the rest of the world
can not only use our technol-
ogy, but trust our technology
more than any other alterna-
tive, is perhaps the most
important issue, and you and
your policies are really helping
a lot,” Nadella said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n London

Britain’s royal family on
Friday began a period of
mourning after Buckingham
Palace announced the death
of the Duchess of Kent, a
cousin of the late Queen
Elizabeth II. She was 92.

Buckingham Palace said
Katherine Kent, who was
married to the Duke of Kent —
a grandson of King George V,
passed away peacefully at
Kensington Palace in London
on Thursday night. 

As one of the oldest
members of the royal family,
the Duchess was best known
around the world as the
elegant lady who presented
the trophies at the conclusion
of the Wimbledon tennis tour-
nament. “It is with deep
sorrow that Buckingham
Palace announces the death of
Her Royal Highness The

Duchess of Kent,” the palace 
statement said.

“Her Royal Highness passed
away peacefully last night at
Kensington Palace, surround-
ed by her family. The King
[Charles] and Queen [Camilla]
and all members of the Royal
Family join The Duke of Kent,
his children and grandchil-
dren in mourning their loss
and remembering fondly The
Duchess’s life-long devotion
to all the organisations with

which she was associated, her
passion for music and her
empathy for young people,”
the statement added.

Born Katharine Worsley, the
Duchess hailed from an aristo-
cratic land-owning family in
Yorkshire before becoming a
part of the royal family in 1961
on her marriage to Prince
Edward, the Duke of Kent, at a
wedding ceremony attended
by Queen Elizabeth II and the
th en Prince Charles.

UK Deputy PM resigns after tax row

UK's Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner 

President Donald Trump hosting a dinner with first lady Melania Trump in the dinning room of the White House PTI

Duchess of Kent

FROM THE

WORLD

An Indian national was
arrested while
attempting to smuggle
in 10.75 kilograms of
Kush worth over `100
million (INR 29 million)
at the international
airport on Friday, a local
media report said. The
Indian national was
arrested at the green
channel of the
Bandaranaike
International Airport
(BIA) in the morning. The
43-year-old arrested
works as a salesman at a
shoe store in New Delhi,
news portal Ada Derana
reported. A senior
customs department
official said that they
used the scanning
machines installed in the
green channel to detect
the consignment of
illegal intoxicants,
according to the Daily
Mirror. The authorities
said he purchased the
consignment of Kush
from Bangkok, Thailand,
Ada Derana added. Kush,
a variety or strain of the
indica subspecies of
cannabis plant.

Indian arrested
for smuggling 

COLOMBO

The Ukrainian
Government has declared
that a branch of the
Orthodox Church has
failed to sever its
longstanding ties with
Moscow — and could soon
be banned. The looming
ban affects one of the two
rival branches of
Orthodoxy in the country
and further underscores
the turbulent role of
religion as Ukraine fends
off the Russian invasion.
Orthodoxy is the majority
religion in both Russia
and Ukraine and has
served as a cultural and
spiritual battleground in
tandem with the wider
war. The action comes a
year after the Ukrainian
Parliament passed a law
banning the Moscow-
based Russian Orthodox
Church due to its strong
support of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. The
law also authorised
banning any organisation
tied to the Russian church.

Ban on Orthodox
church likely

UKRAINE

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Dakar (Senegal)

A new Ebola outbreak in Congo is suspected of causing 
15 deaths among 28 people with symptoms, the health
ministry in the central African country said on Thursday.

It is the 16th outbreak of Ebola in Congo and Health
Minister Samuel-Roger Kamba said the fatality rate,
estimated at 53.6 per cent, showed the gravity of the
situation.

The confirmed case was of a 34-year-old pregnant
woman in the locality of Boulape in southern Kasai
province. Research on the suspected cases was ongoing.

“To date, the provisional report shows 28 suspected
cases and 15 deaths, including 14 in Boulape and 1 in
Mweka, as well as four healthcare workers,” Health
Minister Kamba said.

New Ebola outbreak in Congo
suspected of causing 15 deaths

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Colombo

At least 15 people were killed and another 15 injured in a
road mishap in the Badulla District of Uva Province,
southern Sri Lanka, police said on Friday.

A group of over 30 people were on a pleasure trip from
the southern town of Tangalle when their bus went down a
precipice over 1,000 feet around in the Ella town around 9
pm local time on Thursday.

The bus had collided with an oncoming jeep before
hitting the road railing and going down.

The dead include nine women. They all were employees
of the Tangalle Urban Council.

The rescue efforts were undertaken by the military,
police, disaster management teams and residents, the
Newsfirst web portal reported.

Sri Lanka bus crash 
leaves 15 dead

Israel strikes Gaza City high-rise building 

Mamdani likely to be New
York’s next mayor: Trump

Democrat Zohran Mamdani

UK royal family in mourning after
Duchess of Kent dies, aged 92

ANGELA RAYNER
HANDED IN HER
RESIGNATION AFTER
THE INQUIRY
CONCLUDED THAT
SHE HAD BREACHED
THE MINISTERIAL
CODE OF CONDUCT 

Trump hosts tech executives at White House 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Washington

The Trump administration
sued the city of Boston and its
leaders in its latest attempt to
invalidate policies seen as
interfering with immigration
enforcement.

The suit  alleges that
Boston’s sanctuary city poli-
cies are illegal under federal
law and the city’s refusal to
cooperate with immigration
authorities has resulted in the
release of dangerous crimi-
nals who should be deported.

“The City of Boston and its
Mayor have been among the
worst sanctuary offenders in

America — they explicitly
enforce policies designed to
undermine law enforcement
and protect illegal aliens
from justice,” Attorney
General Pamela Bondi said in
a statement. “If Boston won’t
protect its citizens from illegal
alien crime, this Department
of Justice will.” The adminis-
tration has filed a series of
similar lawsuits against other
cities, including Los Angeles,
New York City, Denver and
Rochester, New York. It sued
four New Jersey cities in May.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu,
who was named as a plaintiff
in the latest lawsuit, did not
immediately respond to a

request for comment. In a
letter to Bondi last month, she
called Boston the safest major
city in America and defended
its law prohibiting local police
from engaging with immi-
gration enforcement absent a
criminal warrant as a valid
exercise of local authority.

“On behalf of the people
of Boston, and in solidarity
with the cities and com-
munities targeted by this
federal administration for
our refusal to bow down to
unconstitutional threats
and unlawful coercion, we
aff irm our support  for  
each other and for our
democracy,” she wrote.

Trump administration targets Boston
in latest sanctuary city lawsuit
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ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Beijing

Chinese President Xi Jinping
and North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un pledged
mutual support and
enhanced cooperation
during talks in Beijing after
a commemoration of the
end of World War II, the
countries’ state media said. 

Xi and Kim, along with top
officials from their coun-
tries, met at Beijing’s Great
Hall of the People, a day
after Kim attended a
Chinese military parade
alongside other foreign
leaders, including Russian
President Vladimir Putin. 

Kim is making a rare trip
outside North Korea.

Xi highlighted the “tradi-
tional friendship” between
China and North Korea and
pledged to consolidate and
boost relations, according to
a readout of their state-
ments published by Chinese
State broadcaster CCTV.

“This position will not
change regardless of how
the international situation
evolves,” Xi  told Kim, 
according to CCTV.

North Korea’s official
Korean Central  News
Agency said on Friday that
the leaders discussed
increasing high-level visits
and contacts as well as
strengthening strategic
cooperation and protecting
shared interests in interna-
tional and regional affairs.

It said Kim left Beijing by
his private train on Thursday
evening after his meeting
with Xi. China has been
North Korea’s biggest
trading partner and aid
provider, though questions

have lingered about the
strength of their bilateral
relationship. In recent years,
Kim’s foreign policy has
focused heavily on Russia.
He has sent combat troops
and ammunition to 
back Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine in return
for economic and military
assistance.

At a meeting with Kim in
Beijing after the parade,
Putin praised the bravery of
North Korean soldiers in
the fighting. But experts say
that Kim would feel the
need to prepare for the pos-
sible end of the Russia-
Ukraine war. Kim, on his first
visit to China in six years,
brought his young daughter,
adding to speculation that
she’s being primed as the
country’s next leader.

On Wednesday, he joined
26 foreign leaders who
watched the parade
marking the 80th anniver-
sary of the end of World
War II. It was the first time
that Kim joined an event
with a large group of world
leaders since taking office
in late 2011.

North Korea’s economy
has been suffering under
heavy US sanctions tied to
Pyongyang’s development
of nuclear weapons. Some
observers say Kim’s trip
could also be meant to
increase leverage in poten-
tial talks with US President
Donald Trump, who has
repeatedly expressed his
hopes to resume diploma-
cy between the two coun-
tries. China is believed to
want its neighbour to
return to negotiation and
give  up i ts  nuclear
weapons development. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Bangkok

Veteran Thai politician
Anutin Charnvirakul was
elected Prime Minister on
Friday after winning a par-
liamentary vote, according
to an official tally.

The leader of the
Bhumjaithai Party won a total
of 311 votes, far exceeding the
247 required majority from
the House of Representative’s
492 active members. He and
his Government are expect-
ed to take office in a few days
after obtaining a formal
appointment from King Maha
Vajiralongkorn.

Anutin, 58, succeeds
Paetongtarn Shinawatra,

who was dismissed by court
order as prime minister last
week after being found
guilty of ethics violations
over a politically compro-
mising phone call with

neighbouring Cambodia’s
Senate President Hun Sen.

A border dispute between
the two nations erupted into
a deadly five-day armed con-
flict in July. Anutin, who’s an

elected member of the
House, got up from his seat
and walked around the
chamber to take pictures
with other lawmakers when
he was a few votes short

from the winning total.
Anutin told reporters as he
exited Parliament to visit his
father in a hospital that he
would work hard to solve the
country’s problems,. “I intend
to work with my full capabil-
ity,” he said. “I must work
everyday and make the most
out of it, with no day off.”

Videos published by Thai
media showed Anutin
laughing as he hugged his
father who said he was
“very happy to see this day.”

Anutin had served in
Paetongtarn’s Cabinet, but
he resigned his position and
withdrew his party from her
coalition Government after
news of the leaked phone call
caused a public uproar.

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Savannah (US)

Some 475 people were
detained during an
immigration raid at a
sprawling Georgia site where
South Korean auto company
Hyundai manufactures
electric vehicles, according to
a Homeland Security official.

Steven Schrank, Special
Agent in Charge, Homeland
Security Investigations, said at
a news briefing on Friday that
the majority of the people
detained were from South
Korea. “This operation
underscores our commitment
to jobs for Georgians and
Americans,” Schrank said.
“This was in fact the largest

single site enforcement
operation in the history of
Homeland Security
Investigations.”

The investigation has been
ongoing for several months,
with authorities receiving leads
from community members and
former workers, he said. South
Korean Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lee Jaewoong
described the number of
detained South Koreans as
“large” though he did not
provide an exact figure.

He said the detained
workers were part of a
“network of subcontractors,”
and that the employees
worked for a variety of
different companies on 
the site.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Kyiv

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said on Friday that any
foreign troops deployed to
Ukraine before a peace agree-
ment has been signed would
be considered “legitimate
targets” by Moscow’s forces.

Putin’s comments came
hours after European leaders
repledged their commitment
to a potential peacekeeping
force,  a prospect that
Moscow has repeatedly
described as “unacceptable.”

“If any troops appear there,
especially now while fighting
is ongoing, we assume that
they will be legitimate
targets,” he said during a
panel at the Eastern
Economic Forum in the far
eastern Russian city of
Vladivostok. Putin also dis-
missed the idea of peace-
keeping forces in Ukraine
after a final peace deal, saying
“no one should doubt” that
Moscow would comply with

a treaty to halt its 3½-year full-
scale invasion of its neigh-
bour. He said that security
guarantees would be needed
for both Russia and Ukraine.

Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskov later said that
Moscow would need “legally
binding documents” to

outline such agreements. “Of
course, you can’t just take
anybody’s word for some-
thing,” he told Russian news
outlet Argumenty i Fakty.

Putin’s comments follow
remarks from French
President Emmanuel Macron
on Thursday that 26 of

Ukraine’s allies have pledged
to deploy troops as a “reas-
surance force” for Ukraine
once fighting ends.

Macron spoke after a
meeting in Paris of the so-
called coalition of the willing,
a group of 35 countries that
support Ukraine. He said

that 26 of the countries had
committed to deploying
troops to Ukraine — or to
maintaining a presence on
land, at sea or in the air — to
help guarantee the country’s
security the day after any
ceasefire or peace is
achieved.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Islamabad

Pakistan and China have for-
mally launched the second
phase of the controversial
CPEC project and signed 21
agreements and joint ven-
tures worth about $8.5 billion.

The MoUs were signed in
Beijing on Thursday, on the
concluding day of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
visit to China, when he met
with Chinese Premier Li
Qiang and attended an
investors’ conference.

According to the Dawn
newspaper on Friday, the
agreements covered cooper-
ation in the development of
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) 2.0, as well as
in areas like science and
technology, information tech-
nology, media, investment,
and agriculture.

The total worth of the MoUs
and joint ventures is about $8.5

billion, it said. The PM Office in
an official statement said
during talks with Li, Shehbaz
described the meeting as
“most productive”.

“Both sides also agreed to
continue working closely on
the next phase of the upgrad-
ed CPEC 2.0, with its five new
corridors,” it said.

India opposes the CPEC,
which will link Xinjiang in

China and the Gwadar port in
Pakistan’s Balochistan, as it
passes through PoK. The CPEC
is the flagship project of China’s
ambitious multi-billion-dollar
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

The BRI is seen as an
attempt by Beijing to further
its influence abroad with
infrastructure projects
funded by Chinese invest-
ments all over the world.

‘475 people detained during
immigration raid in Georgia’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Kathmandu 

Chief Justice of India BR
Gavai on Friday described
Nepal, the birth place of Lord
Buddha, as the “cradle of
thinkers and reformers, who
challenged existing norms,
inspired moral reflection and
sought to transform society
for the better.”

CJI Gavai was addressing
the Nepal–India Judicial
Dialogue 2025 on recent
jurisprudence and justice
sector reforms organised by
the Supreme Court of Nepal.

“As the birth place of Lord
Buddha, Nepal has been the
cradle of thinkers and
reformers who challenged

existing norms, inspired
moral reflection and sought to
transform society for the
better,” CJI Gavai said in his
address as the keynote
speaker.

He appreciated Nepal’s
constitution on the ground
that it guarantees 33 per cent
reservation for women
representatives in the
Parliament.

Chief Justice of Nepal
Prakash Man Singh Rawat
said, “In the past two decades,
Nepal has achieved
significant improvement in
justice delivery through
human resource
development, use of
information technology and
infrastructure development.”

Foreign troops in Ukraine legitimate targets, says PutinPakistan, China launch second phase
of CPEC, ink $8.5 billion deals

Xi, Kim Jong pledge deeper ties 

Russian President Vladimir Putin

Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif meeting Chinese Premier Li Qiang 

ASSOCIATED PRESS nWashington

The US imposed sanctions on three organisations that
advocate for Palestinian rights because they allegedly
engage in efforts by the International Criminal Court to
investigate, arrest, detain or prosecute Israeli nationals
without Israel’s consent.

Al Haq, Al Mezan Centre for Human Rights and the
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights were hit with
diplomatic and economic sanctions — the US uses an
executive order that relates to imposing sanctions on the
International Criminal Court as its authority.

“We oppose the ICC’s politicised agenda, overreach
and disregard for the sovereignty of the United States 

and that of our allies,” Secretary of State Marco Rubio said
in a statement.

US sanctions 3 Palestinian
human rights organisations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Jalalabad (Afghanistan)

Hundreds more bodies have been recovered from houses
in mountain villages destroyed by a major earthquake in
Afghanistan early this week, pushing the death toll to over
2,200, a Taliban Government spokesman said.

The shallow, 6.0-magnitude quake struck the
mountainous and remote eastern part of the country late
Sunday, leveling villages and trapping people under
rubble. Most of the casualties have been in Kunar
province, where people typically live in wood and mud-
brick houses along steep river valleys separated by high
mountains.

Some 98 percent of the buildings in the province were
damaged or destroyed, according to an assessment issued
on Thursday by the Islamic Relief charity.

Afghan earthquake: Death
toll jumps to more than 2,200 

SSOCIATED PRESS 
n New York

Members of California’s Sikh
trucking community say a
deadly crash involving one of
its own, which triggered
heated national debates over
immigration, has led to a
spike in anti-Sikh rhetoric.

On August 12, Harjinder
Singh, an India-born truck
driver, made a U-turn on the
Florida Turnpike that author-
ities say caused a crash that
killed three people. The crash
and subsequent investiga-
tions stirred arguments
between Florida Republican
Gov Ron DeSantis and
California Democratic Gov
Gavin Newsom.

It also sparked online
vitriol denigrating members
of the monotheistic religion,
who often covet high-paying
trucking jobs that allow Sikh
men to wear beards, uncut
hair and turbans.

“There are a lot of negative
comments online,” said
Prahb Singh, a truck driver in
Riverside, California, who
isn’t related to the driver.

None of the people named
in this story are in the same
family; Singh is a common
last name among Sikhs.

“People are saying: ‘Take
the towel heads off the
streets’ and ‘Make our roads
safe by taking immigrants off
the street’,” said Singh, a US
citizen who emigrated from
India at age 8. “All of this
before a judge gives a 
sentence. It was a mistake by
a driver, not the whole 
community.”

Estimates of the Sikh pop-
ulation in the US range up to
7,50,000, with the largest
concentration in California.
Many work in the trucking
industry and related busi-
nesses, including restaurants
and trucking schools along
major routes.

“I’ve been talking to a lot of
truck drivers, and they’ve
been saying, ‘People look at
us different now’,” said
Sukhpreet Waraich, a trucker
who owns an interstate
freight carrier in Fontana,
California. A father of three
and his family’s breadwinner,
he worries about being
unfairly targeted. Like other
Sikhs, he lamented the Florida
crash, calling it a tragedy. 

But he hopes the driver
gets a fair trial and wants
people to understand it’s an
isolated crash.

Sikh truckers
see spike in
anti-immigrant
vitriol after 
Florida crash 

Nepal land of thinkers and
reformers, says CJI Gavai

Anutin Charnvirakul, centre, talks to lawmakers at Parliament in Bangkok, Thailand on Friday AP

Anutin Charnvirakul elected as Thai PM in parliamentary vote

TTookkyyoo::  Kim Jong Un put on a command performance this week at a gathering of some two

dozen world leaders in China, striding with confidence and a broad grin across one of the

biggest international stages of his 14-year career as North Korea’s leader.

As Kim returns home on Friday, his time in Beijing marks a stunning transformation from

his first tentative, violent years in power, when some analysts suggested the inexperienced

young leader would struggle to survive threats to his rule. 

Serious diplomacy with a large group of leaders was unimaginable. But in Beijing, Kim

looked like the leader his propaganda services have constantly sought to portray: an

important — crucial, even — player in world affairs, entirely at home with the biggest hitters

in Eurasia. Beginning in 2018, when he and US President Donald Trump held the first of

their much-publicized meetings, Kim has emerged as a far different, far more confident

leader than when he was thrust into power after his father’s death in 2011.

Granted, he is not yet appearing at the United Nations or established Western global

forums. And the attendees in Beijing — which didn’t include leaders from the US, Western

Europe or Japan — showed little interest in pressing him on widespread concerns about

human rights violations or his nuclear weapons. But the events this week are a watershed

in his use of international diplomacy to advance his largely secluded nation’s aims.

He deftly handled his two biggest allies, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian

President Vladimir Putin, laughing with them, pledging enduring assistance to Moscow in its

war against Ukraine, and strengthening a sometimes shaky relationship with China. He

confidently rubbed shoulders with world leaders at a military parade marking the 80th

anniversary of the end of World War II.

He even felt self-assured enough to bring his young daughter, and possible successor,

along for the ride. 

UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss::  India has voiced regret over the Ukraine

conflict’s “collateral consequences”, including prices of fuel,

saying countries of the Global South have been left to fend

for themselves, as Delhi underscored that diplomatic efforts

hold the promise to end the war and bring lasting peace.

“India continues to remain concerned over the situation in

Ukraine. We maintain that the loss of innocent lives is

unacceptable, and no solution can be found on the

battlefield,” India’s Permanent Representative to the UN,

Ambassador Parvathaneni Harish, said.

Addressing the UN General Assembly debate on ‘The

situation in the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine’,

Harish said India continues to “note with regret that the

collateral consequences of the conflict, including prices of fuel,

is affecting the world at large and particularly the countries of

the Global South, which have been left to fend for themselves.

From our perspective, it is critical that their voices are heard

and their legitimate concerns duly addressed”.

KIM JONG TRIP TO CHINA MARKS TRANSFORMATION 

UKRAINE CONFLICT AFFECTING GLOBAL
SOUTH: INDIA AT UNGA 



PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Aravind VK, known on stage
as Myztiq Mayaman, an Indian
magician-technologist based
in Columbus, Ohio (USA), has
been honoured with the 2025
Merlin Award by the
International Magicians
Society (IMS) in  Las Vegas. 

The Merlin Award — often
described as the “Oscar of
Magic” — is the world’s most
prestigious recognition in the
field of magic. 

Past recipients include
David Copperfield, Criss Angel,
and India’s own Gopinath
Muthukad, who received it in

2011 in the presence of then
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh. 

This year, Aravind received
the title “Most Magical Techie
and Filmmaker,” a unique
category celebrating the
fusion of art, technology, and
cinematic storytelling.  

Born in a small village in
Kerala and now settled in
the US, Aravind balances his
career as a senior Data
Engineer with his passion for
magic, mentalism, and film-
making. His shows and short
films combine psychology,
technology, and illusion, cre-
ating a new genre of story-
telling. Beyond entertain-

ment, Aravind has also used
his art for charity and social
good, collaborating with com-
munity organisations across
the US and supporting
Kerala’s Different Art Centre,
founded by magician-philan-
thropist Gopinath Muthukad,
which empowers differently-
abled children through art.

“This award is not just for
me — it is for every Indian
who dares to dream beyond
boundaries,” says Aravind.
Aravind’s recognition 
highlights the growing global
presence of Indian talent 
at the intersection of 
creativity, technology and
social impact.
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VEDANTA BEATS ADANI GROUP WITH
`17,000 CR BID TO ACQUIRE JAL

Mining conglomerate Vedanta on Friday beat Gautam
Adani’s Group to make a winning bid for the acquisition
of debt-ridden Jaiprakash Associates (JAL) for `17,000
crore, according to sources.

The bid value translates into Jaiprakash Associates’
net present value of `12,505 crore. JAL, which has
interests in real estate, cement, power, hotels and roads,
has been dragged into insolvency proceedings after it
defaulted on payment of loans. Lenders of JAL
conducted a challenge process for the sale of the
company under the IBC. Multiple bidders participated in
the process, but in the end, firm bids were placed by
only two entities, Adani and Vedanta Group.

CAIT TO LAUNCH CAMPAIGN TO BOOST
CONSUMPTION OF SWADESHI PRODUCTS

Traders’ body CAIT on Friday said it will launch a
campaign this month to encourage traders to increase
the presence of "Swadeshi" products in markets to boost
their consumption as an alternative to foreign goods.
The announcement comes in the backdrop of the
reciprocal tariffs on Indian goods levied by the US and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s clarion call to promote
"Swadeshi" products. "The trading community pledges
that Swadeshi products will be available in every shop,
every market, and every street cart. The only alternative to
foreign goods will be Swadeshi," CAIT said in a
statement. The Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT)
said a national conference will be organised in Nagpur
on September 15 16, with the participation of over 400
trade leaders, hawkers’ organisations, consumer forums,
and industry representatives from across the country.

PROSPECT

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

A press conference was
organised by the DUSU
Election Committee to brief
the media about the DUSU 
election 2025-26 schedule,
prevailing guidelines on
conduct, guidelines on
defacement of public and
private property and 
`1 lakh bond. 

It was clarified that only
handmade posters are
allowed for canvassing
among the students and
specified wall of democracy. 

Any act of defacement may
be reported on the online
portal of DUSU and on the
college portal, in the case of
college. It was clarified that
a prospective candidate for
DUSU Elections is required
only to submit an affidavit
and a surety bond 
of `1 lakh. 

There is no need to deposit
the amount in the University
or his/her own account. The
surety bond can be signed by
the parents/guardian/friend/
supporter.  

All measurers are being
taken to the DUSU elections

2025-26 as green election
and clean election. The DUSU
Election Committee and the
University have indicated
Zero tolerance towards
defacement and violation of
guidelines. 

The DUSU Election
Committee and other com-
mittees like committee for
prevention of defacement,
discipline committees, stu-
dents grievance cell, univer-

sity proctorial board, Delhi
Police and other civic agen-
cies are vigilant and keeping
a watch on all aspects of
DUSU elections 2025-26. 

The DUSU Election
Committee has met with the
prospective candidates and
students groups and dis-
cussed to conduct a free and
fair DUSU Election 2025-26.
The students have explicitly
shown their interest to keep

the elections free from any
kind of defacement. The chief
election officer appreciated
the co-operation received
so far from the students in
maintaining the law and
order and avoiding the
defacement activities.

A team of observers will
visit the colleges and 
vicinity from Monday
onwards to curb the menace
of defacement.

DUSU election: Candidates must 
submit affidavit, `1 Lakh bail bond

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Renowned astrologer and
Vastu Shastra expert Pandit
Harish Pujari, with over 28
years of experience, was con-
ferred a prestigious Doctorate
Award in New Delhi. The
honor was presented by
acclaimed actress Nushrratt
Bharuccha at an event organ-
ised by the Honorary
Doctorate Award Council,
Bharat Gaurav Ratna Shri
Samman Council, and the
World Human Rights
Protection Commission.

Pandit Harish was also

appointed Vice President of
the World Human Rights
Protection Commission. Since
2004, he has guided count-
less individuals through his
expertise in astrology and
Vastu Shastra while 
dedicating himself to social
service. His notable contribu-
tions include supporting
orphaned and underprivi-
leged children, particularly in
higher education for merito-
rious students. This doctorate
recognises his unwavering
commitment to societal
welfare through both 
spiritual guidance and
humanitarian efforts.

Gurugram Metro extension launched 

PARVESH SHARMA
n Gurugram

The long-awaited Gurugram
Metro extension project has
officially taken off, with
Union Minister for Housing
and Urban Affairs, Manohar
Lal, and Haryana Chief
Minister Naib Singh Saini
laying the foundation stone
on Friday in Sector-44. 

The ambitious project,
pegged at `5,452.72 crore, is
expected to redefine urban
mobility, decongest roads,
and significantly push up
property values across 
the city.

The 28.5-km corridor will
feature 27 stations, con-
necting Old Gurugram with
New Gurugram and creat-
ing a seamless link to Cyber
City and other key busi-
ness hubs. 

The metro will run in a
loop from the Millennium
City Centre Metro Station
(earlier HUDA City Centre) to
Moulsari Avenue near Cyber
City, with a 1.85-km spur to
the Dwarka Expressway.

The new line will cover
major locations including
Subhash Chowk,  Hero
Honda Chowk, Udyog Vihar,
Palam Vihar, Sector-45, 47,
48, 72, and Ashok Vihar. 

These stations have been
strategically planned in
high-demand areas to
benefit both residents and
commuters. 

The project, to be execut-
ed by Gurugram Metro Rail
Limited (GMRL) and Haryana
Mass Rapid Transport
Corporation Limited
(HMRTC), is expected to be
completed within four

years.
Experts predict a strong

boost for Gurugram’s real
estate market, particularly
in traditional localities such
as Sectors 4, 5, 9, 10, 22, 23,
37, 45, 47, 48, 72, and Palam
Vihar. Improved access and
reduced travel times are
expected to drive demand
from both homebuyers and
investors. 

The project is also seen as
a game-changer for devel-
opments along the Dwarka
Expressway, SPR, and Sohna
Elevated Road, where signif-
icant residential and com-
mercial inventories are con-
centrated.

"The laying of the founda-
tion stone for the new
Gurugram metro line is a
landmark step in strength-
ening the city’s infrastruc-
ture. Improved connectivi-
ty through metro expan-
sion will not only ease 
commuting for residents
but also unlock immense
real estate potential along
the corridor.  With
enhanced accessibility to
business hubs and residen-
tial clusters, we anticipate
a strong surge in housing
demand across Gurugram
and neighbouring towns,"
Mohit Malhotra, Founder &
CEO, Neoliv said.

Union Minister Manohar
Lal highlighted the rapid
expansion of metro ser-
vices in India, noting that in
2014, the network covered
only 248 km in five cities.
Today, it spans 1,066 km
across 24 cit ies ,  with
another 970 km under con-
struction. 

He added that metro 

connectivity saves both 
time and money, while
ensuring safe and efficient 
commuting.

He also announced that
the Urban Affairs Ministry
will provide 10,000 subsi-
dized buses nationwide,
including 450 for Haryana
and 100 for Gurugram, sup-
ported by a mobile app for
last-mile connectivity.

Pradeep Aggarwal ,
Chairman of Signature
Global (India) Ltd., said,
“This metro expansion will
decongest traffic, ease
mobility, and unlock new
opportunities for business-
es and citizens. Together
with other transformative
infrastructure projects, it
will position Gurugram as a
seamlessly  connected
urban hub.”

Calling it a “historic day”,
Chief Minister Naib Singh
Saini said the project will
reduce traffic congestion,
cut pollution, save travel
t ime,  and generate 
employment. 

He further revealed that
future corridors  are
planned,  including
Rezangla Chowk to Dwarka
Sector-21,  Sector-56 to
Pachgaon, and the “Namo
Metro Corridor” connect-
ing Delhi  to  Karnal ,
Neemrana, and Faridabad
via Noida.

Gurugram, already home
to over 250 Fortune 500
companies and a majority
of Haryana’s unicorn star-
tups, is poised to further
strengthen its status as a
leading business and resi-
dential hub with this metro
expansion.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Gurugram

Students from VIBGYOR High
Gurugram blazed a new trail
in the international sports and
academics arena by winning
in their categories in the FIDE
Rapid & Blitz Chess and scoring
15 slots in the Science
Olympiad.

The school has made its
mark in sporting and academ-
ic excellence. Young talents
Nirmay Agarwal (Grade X) and
Navya Agarwal (Grade III)
created waves by winning
their categories at the
International Open FIDE Rapid
& Blitz Chess tournaments.
Girl students have also secured
multiple District and State
level Judo championship titles
across Under-14 and Under-8
categories. Other outstand-
ing achievements are dis-
cernible in the International
Science Olympiad, where
learners from the Gurugram
campus have secured the top
15 ranks across disciplines
including general knowledge,
social studies, computer
science, mathematics and
English. “Our aim is to inspire
young minds to explore boldly
and create new benchmarks,
not just on the national stage,
but internationally as well. 

We are committed to ven-
turing out in the northern
region, duplicating the highly
successful VIBGYOR Gurugram
model by expanding across
other States, thereby making
our vision of holistic and
quality education accessible to
a larger population,” said
school vice chairperson Kavita
Kerawalla.

Recognised among the top
five schools in Gurugram, the
institute reaffirmed its commit-
ment to deliver high-quality,
future-ready education that
nurtures the intellectual, social
and emotional development
of new-age learners, the school
said in a statement. The
school’s curriculum is deliv-
ered through an interactive,
experiential pedagogy that
blends classroom theory with
hands-on learning, sports, per-
forming arts and community
engagement, it added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Mumbai

Shapoorji Pallonji Real
Estate (SPRE) has set a new
benchmark in industry
r e c o g n i t i o n  w i t h  t h e
unveiling of ‘Wings of
V A N A H A ’ ,  a  l a n d m a r k
tribute celebrating the
achievements of 60 top-
p e r f o r m i n g  C h a n n e l
Partners at its flagship
1 , 0 0 0 - a c r e  i n t e g r a t e d
township, VANAHA, near
Bavdhan, Pune. 

Taking inspiration from
iconic global traditions of
immortalising names —
from the Hollywood Walk
of Fame to the names of
soldiers etched on India
Gate – Shapoorji Pallonji
Real Estate reimagined this
spirit of timeless recogni-
tion for the real estate
industry.

The bespoke ‘Wings of
V A N A H A ’  i n s t a l l a t i o n
stands as a lasting symbol
o f  g r o w t h ,  t r u s t ,  a n d
shared legacy. It honours
the pivotal role Channel
Partners have played in
shaping VANAHA into one
of Pune’s most sought-after
addresses. As a part of the
ceremony, each channel
partner was presented
with a handcrafted metal
leaf engraved with their
name, which was ceremo-
nially placed on the instal-
lation designed in the form
of the VANAHA emblem.    

Together, these leaves
form a living monument,
capturing the enduring
partnership and commit-
ment behind VANAHA’s
journey.  “Our Channel
Partners are the roots of
our growth story,” said Mr

Sriram Mahadevan, CEO of
Shapoorji Pallonji Real
Estate and MD of Joyville
Shapoorji Housing. “The
‘Wings of VANAHA’ is not
just an acknowledgement,
b u t  a  s y m b o l  o f  h o w
deeply their contributions
a r e  i n t e r w o v e n  w i t h
VANAHA’s success. 

Together, we are creat-
ing new benchmarks for
collaboration in India’s real
estate sector.” The evening
concluded with a celebra-
tory toast, marking not just
milestone achievements
but also the enduring spirit
of partnership that con-
tinues to power VANAHA’s
s u c c e s s .  V A N A H A  b y
Shapoorji Pallonji Real
Estate is one of Pune’s
l a r g e s t  i n t e g r a t e d  

developments, offering
thoughtfully designed
residential, commercial,
and retail spaces across
1,000 acres, with over 350
acres dedicated to open
green landscapes. 

T h e  t o w n s h i p  i s
anchored by premium
l i f e s t y l e  a m e n i t i e s ,
including a state-of-the-
art clubhouse, gym, spa,
multi-purpose courts,
landscaped gardens, and
panoramic views of the
O x f o r d  G o l f  C o u r s e —

ranked among Asia’s top
five and home to Pune’s
only private 18-hole golf
course.  VANAHA is strate-
gically located near major
IT hubs like Hinjewadi,
Mahalunge-Mann Hi-Tech
City Park, and Baner. 

This gives it immense
appeal for professionals. Its
l o c a t i o n  i s  f u r t h e r
enhanced by proximity to
renowned educational
institutions, such as FLAME
University and Symbiosis
International University. 

It is also near multi-spe-
ciality hospitals and estab-
lished commercial centres. 

The acclaimed Oxford
Golf Course, ranked among
Asia’s top five, further ele-
vates the project’s lifestyle
quotient. Recently, SPRE
launched VANAHA Verdant,
offering 2 and 3 BHK apart-
m e n t s .  T o  d a t e ,  t h e
company has sold over
2000 apartments worth
`1800 crores. These sales
include both the mid-
s e g m e n t  ( Y a h a v i  a n d
Springs)  and premium
developments (Golfland
phase 1 & 2) within the
township. 

VANAHA is uniquely posi-
tioned to offer a peaceful,
green lifestyle while ensur-
ing effortless connectivity

to the city. The township is
home to over 400 species
of flora and fauna, reinforc-
ing its nature-first ethos. 

Future infrastructure
u p g r a d e s  s u c h  a s  t h e
upcoming Metro Line 2
(Chandni Chowk to Viman
Nagar), the Mumbai-Pune
Expressway ‘Missing Link’,
t h e  p r o p o s e d  1 0 - l a n e
M u m b a i - B a n g a l o r e
National Highway, the pro-
posed 6-lane Paud-Mahad
corridor, the proposed new
8-lane flyover at Chandni
Chowk, and the proposed
14-lane wide Ring Road
will significantly enhance
accessibility and value for
residents. About Shapoorji
Pallonji Real Estate (SPRE)
Shapoorji Pallonji Real
Estate is a well-regarded,
reputed player  in  the
Indian real estate sector
owing to its cutting-edge
design innovation, con-
struct ion qual i ty ,  and
architectural excellence. 

It constitutes a signifi-
c a n t  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e
Shapoorji Pallonji Group,
an enormous multi-busi-
ness conglomerate. The
group has more than 160
years of legacy that bridges
the earliest celebrated
structures of India and the
modern marvels. 

Pandit Harish Pujari
honoured with Doctorate 

VIBGYOR
Gurugram
excels in 
Chess, Science
Olympiad

Aravind VK honoured with Merlin Award 

Shapoorji Pallonji Real Estate

unveils ‘Wings of VANAHA’ in Pune 



ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Sharjah

Leg-spinner Abrar Ahmed
mysti f ied United Arab
Emirates batters with a
career-best return of 4-9 as
Pakistan sealed its place in
the final of the T20 tri-series
with a 31-run victory.

Fakhar Zaman tuned up
for next week’s Asia Cup
with an unbeaten 77 off 44
balls — the left-hander’s first
T20 half-century after 15
games — and propelled
Pakistan to 171-5 against
some sloppy UAE fielding
after captain Salman Ali Agha
won the toss and elected to
field Thursday.

Ahmed, playing his first
game of the series, then
baffled UAE top-order batters

with his carrom balls and
googlies before restricting
them to 140-7 and the trend
of  teams successful ly
defending the totals contin-
ued for fifth successive
game.

Afghanistan,  which
already has four points, will
take on UAE in the last
league game Friday before
meeting Pakistan in the final
Sunday.

UAE top-order batters

couldn’t decode Ahmed’s
mystery spin once he came
onto bowl inside the batting
powerplay.  Captain
Mohammad Waseem (19)
failed to read the carrom ball
and sliced an easy catch at
point in Ahmed’s second
over. Alishan Sharafu, who
was scrappy in the field
earl ier  on,  and Ethan
D’Souza struggled to set up
the momentum before
D’Souza holed out at deep
square leg in the 11th over
after scoring 9 off 14 balls.

Ahmed then returned for
another two brilliant overs
and picked up the wickets of
Asif Khan and Rahul Chopra
in space of three balls before
wrapping up a brilliant spell
with the wicket of Harshit
Kaushik off his final ball as

UAE slipped to 102-5 in 15
overs.

Opening batter Sharafu’s
countercharge came a bit
too late for UAE as he made
68 off 51 balls before Agha
grabbed a catch over his
head at mid-off of Shaheen
Shah Afridi’s off-cutter.

Earl ier ,  Zaman and
Mohammad Nawaz (37 not
out) revived Pakistan with its
highest-ever sixth wicket
stand in T20 international
and added 91 runs off the
final 51 balls.

But both batters survived
chances against an unlucky
left-arm spinner Haider Ali (2-
17) when they were dropped
in the outfield off successive
balls before cutting loose in
the final two overs which
fetched Pakistan 42 runs.
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ROSS TAYLOR TO COME OUT OF
RETIREMENT TO PLAY FOR SAMOA

New Zealand cricket great Ross Taylor will come out of
retirement to play for Samoa at the Twenty20 World Cup
qualifying tournament in Oman next month.
Taylor retired from international cricket in 2022 after
playing more matches for New Zealand than any other
player: 112 tests, 236 one-day internationals and 102
T20 internationals. He remains second behind Kane
Williamson on New Zealand’s all-time test scoring list
with 7,683 runs and second, also behind Williamson,
with 19 test centuries.

Taylor’s mother, Lote, was born in Samoa. Taylor will
play under his given names and chiefly title as Leaupepe
Luteru Ross Poutoa Lote Taylor. Now 41, Taylor answered
the call of his friend, former Black Cap Tarun Nethula, to
join Samoa at the qualifying tournament.

John Stones has been ruled out of England’s World Cup
qualifiers against Andorra and Serbia with a muscle
injury. The Manchester City defender left the national
team training camp on Friday, with head coach Thomas
Tuchel saying he could not be risked for the upcoming
games. Stones played in all three of City’s Premier
League games this season, but Tuchel said he was
carrying an injury when reporting for England duty.

“He came with minor issues, muscular issues, to camp
and didn’t progress as we thought and hoped he would,
so he left camp this morning because we will not take
the risk, not against Andorra and also unfortunately not
against Serbia,” Tuchel said Friday.
England plays Andorra at Villa Park on Saturday and
Serbia in Belgrade on Tuesday.

Harold Osorio scored late to give El Salvador a 1-0 away
win over Guatemala in the first match of the final round
of Central America World Cup qualifiers.
Osorio’s 79th-minute goal on Thursday was just enough
for the Salvadorians who’re trying to advance for their
first World Cup since Spain in 1982.

El Salvador leads Group A with three points, two clear
of Panama and Suriname. El Salvador will be aiming for
back-to-back wins when it hosts Suriname next Monday,
when Guatemala visits Panama.Twelve teams, divided
into three groups, are vying for three direct spots from
regional qualifying for next year’s World Cup. The United
States, Canada and Mexico have qualified automatically
as World Cup co-hosts. In the earlier CONCACAF World
Cup Group A qualifying game, Panama salvaged a
scoreless draw against Suriname. “It was what I had
predicted in my analysis of Suriname, and it was a crazy
match with chances for both sides,” Panama coach
Thomas Christiansen said.

INDEPENDIENTE DISQUALIFIED
FROM COPA SUDAMERICANA

Argentine club Independiente was disqualified from the
Copa Sudamericana after violent clashes involving fans
at its stadium in a match against the Universidad de
Chile last month, South American soccer’s governing
body said. More than 100 people were arrested and
around 20 injured when the round of 16 match was
played on August 20 at the Libertadores de América
stadium in Avellaneda, a province of Argentina’s capital
Buenos Aires. Regional soccer authorities also ruled that
Universidad de Chile would advance to the quarterfinals
of the continental competition where they will play
Alianza de Lima of Peru.

BRIEFLY

EL SALVADOR BEATS GUATEMALA 

STONES RULED OUT OF ENGLAND
WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS  

ASSOCIATED PRESS n London

South Africa clinched the ODI
series against England with a
game to spare after a five-run
win in the second match that
was set up by a record-break-
ing 85 by Matt Breetzke 
at Lord’s.

Brought in to the Proteas
lineup to replace the ill Wiaan
Mulder, Breetzke became the
first player in ODI history to
score at least a half-century in
his f irst  f ive matches,  
according to the ESPNcricinfo
website. 

The 26-year-old middle-
order batter’s 77-ball knock
added to a 49 from opener
Aiden Markram and 58 from
Tristan Stubbs as South Africa,
which was put into bat, made
330-8 from its 50 overs 
on Thursday.

“It was a more than com-

petitive score. I definitely
would have taken that when
we were three wickets down,”
Proteas captain Temba
Bavuma said.

England was skittled for
131 on the way to losing the
first match by seven wickets
at Headingley on Tuesday
but competed much better
two days later, despite losing
Jamie Smith to the first over
of the reply.

It went down to the last
over, off which England
needed 16 with one wicket
remaining, but some inspired
hitting by tailender Jofra
Archer (27 off 14 balls) could-
n’t prevent the hosts falling
just short on 325-9.

Before that, Jacob Bethell
illuminated the home of
cricket with a 58-ball 40,
including hitting four con-
secutive boundaries, and put

on 77 runs for the third wicket
with Joe Root (61 off 72 balls)
to give England a chance.

Jos Buttler then smashed 61
off 51 balls before being
deceived by a slower ball
from Lungi Ngidi and 
getting bowled.

Will Jacks kept alive English
hopes with two sixes but was
one of two wickets to fall in
the 47th over, bowled by
Nandre Burger (3-63). 

Archer hit two fours and
two sixes but ran out of balls
as the South Africans — back
at Lord’s 2 1/2 months after
beating Australia there to win
the World Test Championship
— prevailed again.

“They probably got 10, 15
too many, but to get within
one blow of their score, I
thought was a good effort,”
England captain Harry 
Brook said.

South Africa clinches ODI series against England 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Sponsoring the Indian cricket
team is set to get costlier
with the BCCI raising the
amount to `3.5 crore per
match for a bilateral series
and `1.5 crore for a game in a
multilateral event. 

According to a report in
Cricbuzz, these figures will
apply in competitions sanc-
tioned and organised by the
ICC and Asian Cricket Council
(ACC).  Citing industry sources,
the report added that these
figures are slightly higher
than the current rates of `3.17
crore for bilateral games and
`1.12 crore for multilateral
matches.

The development comes in
the wake of Dream11’s exit as
jersey sponsor, which was
triggered by the Government’s
Online Gaming Act, 2025. 

Following the government’s
recent  Promotion and

Regulation of Online Gaming
Act, 2025, the BCCI promptly
cancelled the contract of the
Indian team’s lead sponsor,
Dream11. 

With this revision, which
will come into effect only
after the end of the upcoming
Asia Cup, the BCCI could
potentially earn over 400
crore rupees, though the final
figure may be higher depend-
ing on the bidding outcome.

The BCCI on Tuesday invited
bids for the Indian team’s
title sponsorship rights after
fantasy sports  giants
Dream11’s pullout and barred
companies dealing in real
money gaming and crypto
currency from the process
due to a Government ban on
such entities.

The Indian team will be
without a title sponsor in the
Asia Cup starting September
9 in the UAE as the Board has
set September 16 as the last
date to submit bids.

BCCI raises Indian team’s
jersey sponsorship rates

LEG-SPINNER ABRAR
AHMED BAFFLED
BATTERS WITH HIS
CARROM BALLS AND
GOOGLIES BEFORE
RESTRICTING THEM
TO 140-7

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Bengaluru

Central Zone top-order
batters,  led by Danish
Malewar, carried the team to
229 for two, giving a solid
reply to West Zone on the
second day of the Duleep
Trophy semifinal here on
Friday. Shubham Sharma
(60) and skipper Rajat Patidar
(47) were batting at stumps
after Central bagged four
quick wickets to end West’s
first innings at 438. Central
need a further 209 runs to
take an innings lead. 

Malewar, who made a
double hundred in the quar-
terfinal against North-East
Zone, took his time to settle
down before making 76, as
his opening partner Ayush
Pandey (40 off 59 balls) went
off the blocks briskly. 

The left-hander made 32
runs in boundaries, but his
cavalier stay ended when
Pandey’s drive on the up off
pacer Arzan Nagwaswalla
ended with Aarya Desai in
the covers. 

But Malewar and
Shubham stitched together
a 93-run alliance for the
second wicket to ensure that
they did not waste a firm
beginning. 

Malewar was confidence
personified during his 136-
ball innings, seldom giving
any chance to the bowlers
with precise footwork. 

A backfoot punch, which
was executed standing tall
on his feet, off pacer Tushar
Deshpande was an absolute
treat to watch. It fetched
him four runs in a blink. 

But at the other end,
Shubham, a veteran of 67
first-class matches, was not
really comfortable especial-
ly against off-spinner Tanush
Kotian and left-arm spinner
Dharmendra Jadeja. 

The West Zone spinners
often beat his outside edge
and pinned him on the back-
foot, but close margins kept
saving the 31-year-old. 

There was some help for
the spinners as West Zone
skipper Shardul Thakur often
employed a slip and short leg
fielder around an hour into
the second session. 

Malewar, who completed
his fifty in 94 balls, looked
good to carry on for more,
but a rather loose drive
outside the off-stump off
Jadeja resulted in a caught

behind catch to Harvik Desai. 
However, Shubham found

another able ally in skipper
Patidar, making 69 runs for
the ongoing third wicket
alliance, to keep Central
close on the heels of  
West Zone. 

Eventually,  Shubham
reached his fifty in 118 balls
with a single off Jadeja, and
continued to offer a broad
bat to the West bowlers.

Unlike other batters,
Patidar was more aggres-
sive in his ways, often unfurl-
ing those strong drives using
supple wrists through the
covers to get boundaries as
he reached his fifty 

In the morning session,
West,  starting from
overnight 363 for six,
motored on to 411 for six as

skipper Shardul Thakur,
overnight 24, duly complet-
ed his fifty off 83 balls with a
boundary off  pacer 
Yash Thakur. 

The seventh wicket part-
nership also touched 84, but
the run out of Thakur, who
attempted a tight run and
ended up on the same end
as Kotian, turned the tide in
favour of Central. 

They plucked the next
three wickets of Kotian,
Jadeja and Arzan
Nagwaswalla for 27 runs to
prevent West from posting a
much bigger total. 

Kotian, overnight 65, could
not progress beyond 76 as
left-arm spinner Harsh
Dubey beat him with a quick
one that also carried a hint
of turn. 

Central Zone reply strongly to West Zone

Central Zone’s Saransh Jain celebrating with teammates after taking the wicket of West Zone’s Dharmendrasinh
Jadeja on day two of the Duleep Trophy 2025 in Bengaluru PTI

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Buenos Aires

Lionel Messi made sure he had
good memories of playing a
home qualifier with
Argentina’s national team for
the last time in his illustrious
career. 

Messi scored twice on
Thursday in Argentina’s 3-0
victory over Venezuela in front
of a raucous sellout crowd that
had gathered at estadio
Monumental to bid him
farewell. 

“Being able to finish this
way here is what I’ve always
dreamed of,” Messi said.

“I’ve experienced a lot of
things on this pitch, both
good and not so good, but it’s
always a joy to play in
Argentina, in front of our fans.”

Messi is yet to give any
clues about when he will

retire from the top level of the
sport. But the qualifiers for the
2030 World Cup will begin in
2027, when he’s 40.

The Argentina captain
scored in the 39th and 80th
minutes, and Lautaro Martinez
added a goal in the 76th.

Messi now has 36 goals in
South American World Cup
qualifiers and remains as the
all-time scoring leader. His
Inter Miami teammate Luis
Suarez has 29 goals in conti-
nental qualifying, but he has
retired from Uruguay’s nation-

al team. Bolivia’s Marcelo
Moreno Martins is third 
with 22.

Looking ahead, Messi clari-
fied that he will only compete
in next year’s World Cup if he
feels physically fit.

“I’m excited, eager. It’s day
by day, feeling the sensations.
If I feel good, I enjoy it; if not,
I’d rather not be there,” he
said, adding that the nine
months until the tournament
kicks off “is a long time.”

Already qualified, the World
Cup champions extended
their tally to 38 points and will
remain atop the South
American qualifying stand-
ings regardless of what
happens in the last round
next Tuesday.

Venezuela, trying to qualify
for its first World Cup, remains
on 18 points and in seventh
place.

Messi scores twice as Argentina beats Venezuela

Slovakia defeats Germany
in World Cup qualifying 
ASSOCIATED PRESS n London

Germany lost an away World
Cup qualifying game for the
first time in a 2-0 upset against
Slovakia which threw its cam-
paign to reach the 2026 tour-
nament into immediate 
jeopardy.

David Hancko and David
Strelec each exploited mis-
takes in Germany’s defense to
give Slovakia — which last
qualified for the World Cup in
2010 — a surprise lead.
Germany couldn’t find a way
through the Slovakian
defense to get back into the
game on Thursday.

It was a blow to coach
Julian Nagelsmann and his
new-look lineup, including
Newcastle’s new striker Nick
Woltemade in his third
Germany game and 21-year-
old Nnamdi Collins making
his debut at right back.

Nagelsmann was scathing
about his team, which he
said lacked “emotionality”
on the field and the will to win

against motivated underdog
opposition. He even ques-
tioned whether he should
pick less skilled but more
dedicated players instead.

“Maybe we really do need
to rely less on quality and
instead on players who just
give everything, because that
would have led to better
results today than if the best
players played,” he told
broadcaster ARD. 

Germany now needs to
win all of its remaining five
games to avoid the playoffs,
Nagelsmann added.

Historic records fall
Germany, including West

Germany’s record during the
Cold War, has played at every
World Cup since 1954. Until
Thursday it had only ever
lost three World Cup quali-
fiers, all at home.

The loss in Slovakia was
also only the second time
Germany lost a World Cup
qualifier by more than one
goal. The other was a 5-1
home loss to England in 2001.

Slovakia players celebrating after winning the World Cup Group A qualifying
soccer match between Slovakia and Germany in Bratislava, Slovakia AP

Ahmed takes Pakistan to tri-series final

Lionel Messi celebrating after scoring goal

South Africa successfully defended 330 at Lord’s to go 2-0 up in the three-match series in England
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LONDON CITY LIONESSES 
SIGN GRACE GEYORO

London City Lionesses marked its arrival in the
Women’s Super League with the blockbuster signing
of France midfielder Grace Geyoro from Paris Saint-
Germain, with sections of the British media saying the
transfer fee is a world record. Sky Sports and the BBC,
who are broadcast partners with the WSL, are reporting
the fee is around 1.4 million pounds ($1.88 million).

That would exceed the $1.5 million paid by the
Orlando Pride to sign Mexico star Lizbeth Ovalle from
Tigres UANL last month. Neither London City nor PSG
Féminines have confirmed the exact fee. It would be the
fourth time in 2025 that the women’s transfer record has
been broken, after US defender Naomi Girma (San Diego
Wave to Chelsea for $1.1 million in January) and Canada
striker Olivia Smith (Liverpool to Arsenal for $1.3 million
in July).

Venus and Serena Williams are partners in a new
initiative to provide opportunities for young
people from under-resourced communities through
tennis and education. The Williams Family Excellence
Program was announced on Thursday at the US Open,
along with the USTA Foundation between, women’s
semifinal matches, with Venus Williams taking part in
the on-court ceremony.

The program will focus on post-secondary education
and career development, aiming to reach more than
2,500 people ages 13 to 25 annually by 2035. The USTA
Foundation’s community-based organisations will
identify and recruit young people from under-resourced
communities who have athletic potential and financial
need, and provide them with no-cost or low-cost high-
performance training, college recruitment guidance, and
access to camps and competitions.

Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Friday
launched the mascot ‘Jalveer’ and logo for the
upcoming 11th Asian Aquatics Championship scheduled
to be held in Ahmedabad from September 28 to October
11. The event will serve as qualification meet for the
2026 Asian Games. Mandaviya was accompanied by
officials from the Swimming Federation of India (SFI).

The Championship will take place at the newly
constructed Veer Savarkar Sports Complex, built as per
Olympic specifications, and will host over 30
participating nations across multiple disciplines.
Speaking on the occasion, Mandaviya said, "This
championship marks a historic milestone for Indian
aquatics, offering our athletes the opportunity to
showcase their talent against the finest in Asia." 

FRANCE VS LUXEMBOURG
SOCCER GAME POSTPONED 

A soccer game between France and Luxembourg’s
Under-21 teams was postponed on Friday after the
bus carrying the visiting team was involved in a traffic
incident in Brittany. The game was to be played in the
town of Lorient as part of the European Under-21
championship qualifying campaign. The French soccer
federation said it has been rescheduled for October 3,
2026 at a venue yet to be determined.

According to local newspaper Ouest France, the coach
carrying 33 people overturned in a roadside ditch on
Thursday near the town of Languidic. Eight people were
reportedly slightly injured in the accident, including four
players, three members of staff and the driver.
“We extend our full support and wish a speedy recovery
to the members of the Luxembourg delegation who
were injured and traumatized, as well as to the bus
driver," said Philippe Diallo, the president of the French
soccer federation.

BRIEFLY

MASCOT, LOGO OF ASIAN AQUATICS
CHAMPIONSHIP LAUNCHED

WILLIAMS SISTERS TO PROVIDE
OPPORTUNITIES TO YOUTH

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Hangzhou (China)

Udita Duhan and Beauty Dung
Dung scored a brace each as
India began their campaign in
the women’s Asia Cup hockey
tournament with a 11-0
thrashing of Thailand here
on Friday.

Udita scored in the 30th
and 52nd minutes from
penalty corners while Dung
Dung struck in the 45th and
54th minutes.

India’s other goal-scorers
were Mumtaz Khan (7th
minute), Sangita Kumari
(10th), Navneet Kaur (16th),
Lalremsiami (18th), Thoudam
Suman Devi (49th), Sharmila
Devi (57th) and Rutaja Dadaso
Pisal (60th).

India, currently ranked
ninth in the world, led 5-0 at
half time in the Pool B match
against the 30th-ranked Thais.

India got a total of nine

penalty corners,  out of  
which they converted five, 
while Thailand did not earn
any PC.

India asserted their domi-
nance early on with two field
goals from Mumtaz and
Sangita in the first quarter.
The second quarter saw India
being more menacing in
attacks and the team added
three more goals to extend 
its advantage. 

Experienced forward
Navneet and mid-fielder
Lalremsiami scored a field
goal each in quick succession,
followed by a penalty corner
conversion from Udita just
before the half time break.

The second half followed a
similar trend as India contin-
ued their constant attacks
inside Thailand’s circle.

India won four penalty
corners in the third quarter,
and Dung Dung converted
one PC in the 45th minute.

India shifted gears in the
final quarter, pumping in five
more goals to seal a big win.
Mumtaz, Udita and Sharmila
scored through penalty
corners while Dung Dung and
Rutuja struck field goals.

The tournament features
eight teams and the top two
from each of the two pools
will qualify for the Super 4s
stage. The top two teams in
Super 4s will play in the final
scheduled for September 14.

India have come into the
tournament without the
injured duo of veteran goal-
keeper Savita Punia and ace
drag-flicker Deepika.

The Asia Cup winners will
qualify for the 2026 Women’s
World Cup to be held in
Belgium and the Netherlands.

After Thailand, India will
take on Japan on Saturday, fol-
lowed by the final pool match
against Singapore on
September 8. 

India crush Thailand 11-0 in women’s Asia Cup

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Rajgir (Bihar)

One step away from the final,
the Indian men’s hockey
team will look to reach its
optimal level of efficiency,
when the Harmanpreet
Singh-led side takes on 
tricky China in its last Super
4 stage match of the Asia Cup
here on Saturday.

After the disappointing 2-
2 draw against five-time
champions South Korea,
India bounced back strong-
ly to outplay Malaysia 4-1 in
their second Super 4 match
and the latest result will give
the home team a lot of con-
fidence heading into the
contest against China.

The convincing win
enabled India to jump to
the top of the standings with
four points from two
matches, while both China
and Malaysia have three
points each. Korea are lan-
guishing at the bottom with
just one point.

The top two teams from
the Super 4s will progress to
the summit clash, and a 
draw would be enough for
India to seal their place in
Sunday’s final.

After a subdued outing
against Korea, the Indians
played with more intent and
tenacity against Malaysia,
although the start was far
from rosy. The Indians were
slow off the blocks and con-
ceded an early goal before
getting their act together to
stage a remarkable come-
back by excelling in all
departments of the game.

Speaking after the win
against Malaysia, chief coach

Craig Fulton said the squad
is "still not there" as far as
reaching peak performance
was concerned, and the
Indian players know that the
expectations from them are
high. 

The question is how do
they live up to the expecta-
tions. The answer is simple:
just raise their game a few
notches by doing the small
details correctly.

So far in the tournament,
the midfield has been mar-
shalled pretty well by the
likes of veteran Manpreet
Singh, Hardik Singh, Vivek
Sagar Prasad and Rajinder
Singh. Their co-ordination
with the forwardline was a
treat to watch against
Malaysia. 

Hardik, in particular, has
been a livewire in the mid-

field with his fast dribbling
skills and solo runs.

Manpreet has been a work-
horse for Indian hockey for
years now and his perfor-
mance against Malaysia
proved that he is still hungry
for more. Not only did he
create chances for the for-
wards, but he also assisted
and scored a goal against
Malaysia. 

The trio of Abhishek,
Sukhjeet Singh and Mandeep
Singh has been mighty
impressive upfront and
would look to continue the
fine show in the remainder of
the tournament.

Young Shilanand Lakra,
who is trying to cement his
place in the team after
returning from a two-year
injury layoff, too created as
well as scored for his side.

India, however, will have
to utilise their chances more
once inside the opposition
circle and for that, they will
need to remain calm and
composed.

One thing that might
worry Fulton a bit is the rate
of penalty corner conver-
sion. After a fine start, skipper
Harmanpreet looked to have
run out of ideas from set
pieces, while the likes of
Jugraj Singh, Sanjay and Amit
Rohidas too found the going
tough.

Against Malaysia, India
earned six penalty corners
but made use of just one, and
that also from a rebound.

"Good defence, good press-
ing, good turnovers. So it
was a good combination. It
was an all-round effort,"
Fulton said.

India eye final berth in men’s hockey Asia Cup

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n New York

India’s Yuki Bhambri ended a
semifinalist at the US Open
men’s doubles event with
partner Michael Venus,
marking his deepest run at a
Grand Slam tournament.

Bhambri went down 7-6
(2) 6-7(5) 4-6 in a thrilling
contest against the experi-
enced sixth seed British pair
of Neal Skupski and Joe
Salisbury, but not before
scripting history of his own.

The 33-year-old Delhi player
became only the fourth Indian
man in the Open era to reach
a Grand Slam doubles semi-
finals, after Leander Paes,
Mahesh Bhupathi and Rohan
Bopanna.

The Indian-New Zealand
duo had stitched together an
impressive campaign at
Flushing Meadows, toppling
higher seeded combinations
en route to the last four. 

Their run included victories
over fourth seeds Germans

Tim Putz/Kevin Krawietz apart
from knocking out 11th 
seeds Rajeev Ram and 
Nikola Mektic, underlining
Bhambri’s growing stature
on the doubles circuit after
injuries curtailed his singles
ambitions.

"This has been a special
week for me. To be playing at
this level and in the semifinals
of a Slam is a big moment,"
Bhambri said after the loss.

Bhambri’s showing contin-
ues a strong season for Indian
tennis, coming close on 
the heels of Bopanna’s 
consistent success on the
doubles tour. 

For the Delhiite, who has
endured multiple injury
layoffs in the past decade, the
semifinal finish represents a
breakthrough and a potential
turning point in the latter
half of his career.

With the result, Bhambri
assured himself a significant
boost in rankings and valu-
able momentum heading into
the rest of the season. 

Yuki Bhambri bows

out of US Open

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n New York

Amanda Anisimova eliminat-
ed four-time Grand Slam
champion Naomi Osaka 6-7 (4),
7-6 (3), 6-3 in a US Open semi-
final that ended at 
nearly 1 am on Friday and 
featured two of the most pow-
erful first-strike hitters in
women’s tennis.

The number 8-seeded
Anisimova, a 24-year-old who
was born in New Jersey and
grew up in Florida, reached her
second straight major final by
coming through after 2 hours,
56 minutes.

“I wasn’t sure I would make
it past the finish line and I tried
to dig deep,” said Anisimova,
who needed three match
points to get the job done. 

“It was a huge fight out
there today.”

When it was over,
Anisimova yelled, “Let’s go!”

and enjoyed the moment by
kneeling on the court and
leaning forward.

She will face defending
champion and current number
1 Aryna Sabalenka on Saturday

for the title. Sabalenka beat
Jessica Pegula in three sets on
Thursday. Sabalenka owns
three major trophies, all on
hard courts. 

This is the fifth consecutive
women’s final at a Slam
involving an American
woman.

At Wimbledon in July,
Anisimova had a Grand Slam
breakthrough, upsetting
Sabalenka in the semifinals —
a result that increased the
American’s edge in their head-
to-head series to 6-3 — and
making it all the way to the
title match before losing 6-0,
6-0 to Iga Swiatek. 

But Anisimova recovered
from that quickly enough and
well enough to get past
Swiatek in two sets in the US
Open quarterfinals.

Now Anisimova is the first
opponent to beat Osaka — a

former number 1  player who
was seeded number 23 in
New York — this late in a
Grand Slam tournament. 

Before this loss, Osaka had
been a combined 14-0 over
her career in major 
quarterfinals, semifinals and
finals, with two trophies
apiece from the US Open and
Australian Open. 

“I mean, honestly I don’t
feel sad. It’s really weird. Well,
it’s not weird, because I just

feel like I did the best that I
could,” said Osaka, who took
a series of mental-health
breaks starting in 2021, then
was away from the tour while
having a daughter.

“Honestly, it’s kind of inspir-
ing for me, because it makes
me just want to train and try
to get better, and hopefully,
just give it my very best shot
again and see what happens.
But I think I can’t be mad or
upset at myself.”

Amanda Anisimova defeats Naomi Osaka at US Open 

Naomi Osaka, of Japan, serving to Amanda Anisimova of the United States, during the women’s singles semifinals of
the US Open tennis championships AP

India thrashed Thailand 11-0 in their campaign opener at the Women's hockey Asia Cup 2025

India's Hardik Singh celebrating with teammates after scoring a goal during Men's Hockey Asia Cup 2025 match
between India and Korea in Rajgir, Bihar on Wednesday PTI

Yuki Bhambri’s semifinal finish is a turning point in his career
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