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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Karachi/
Islamabad

Security forces rescued 190 passen-
gers from a hijacked train, killing
30 Baloch militants in Pakistan’s
restive Balochistan, as they contin-

ued to battle heavily-armed insurgents for
a second day on Wednesday.

The Jaffar Express, carrying some 400
passengers in nine coaches, was 
going from Quetta to Peshawar when mil-
itants derailed it using explosives and
hijacked it.

The Baloch Liberation Army claimed
responsibility for the attack on Tuesday
when they said they killed six 
soldiers. However, there has been no con-
firmation from the Pakistani authorities
on casualties.

The security forces, including the mil-
itary and frontier corps, are battling the
militants who took control of the train
near the mountainous terrain of Gudalar
and Piru Kunri in a tunnel 160 kilome-
tres from Quetta.

The Balochistan government
spokesman, Shahid Rind, said the oper-
ation would continue until all passengers
were rescued. Rind said extra care was
being taken by the security forces because
of the hostage situation.

Officials said that some of the militants
wearing vests loaded with explosives
had formed groups of women and chil-
dren and forced them to sit near them.
Due to the presence of women and chil-
dren with the suicide bombers, the oper-
ation was being conducted with utmost
caution, they added. 

A security source said that 30 militants
had been killed so far in the clean-up and
rescue operation, while 190 passengers
have been rescued. Around 30 people who
sustained injuries had been sent to hos-
pitals. He said two drivers in the main
engine and eight security personnel were
killed during the operation.

This is the first time the BLA or any
insurgent group in the Balochistan
province have resorted to hijacking a pas-
senger train, although in the last year, they
have stepped up their attacks on securi-

ty forces, installations and foreigners in
different parts of the province.

The security source said it was not yet
clear how many militants were involved
in the attack, but some of them were using
satellite phones to remain in touch with
their handlers.

The Pakistan Railways have set up an
emergency desk at the Peshawar and
Quetta Railway stations as frantic relatives
and friends try to get some information
about their loved ones on the train.
Pakistan Railways had resumed train ser-
vices to Peshawar from Quetta after a sus-
pension of more than a month and a half.

The Pakistan media earlier reported
intense firing and explosion near the tun-
nel, where the militants hijacked the train.

The insurgents claimed that they freed
women and children. However, their
claim was contested by officials, with
Minister of State for Interior Talal
Chaudhry saying the hostages were res-
cued by the security forces.

Rana Muhammad Dilawar, a district
police officer in the area where the train
was stopped, said the security forces had
surrounded the area, but there were
reports that the militants had taken
some women and children as hostages.

There were around four to five govern-
ment officials on the train, he added.

Tariq Mahmood, a senior official of
Peshawar Railway Station, said that peo-
ple should not pay heed to rumours on
social media.

Balochistan has witnessed an uptick in
terrorist attacks over the past year. In the
past, the railway tracks in this area have
been attacked by Baloch militants using
rockets or remote-controlled bombs, and
the BLA claimed responsibility for most
of the attacks.

In October last year, Pakistan Railways
announced the restoration of train ser-
vices between Quetta and Peshawar after
a suspension of more than a month and
a half. A month later, at least 26 people
were killed and 62 injured after a suicide
blast ripped through a Quetta Railway
Station.

Balochistan, bordering Iran and
Afghanistan, is home to a long-running
violent insurgency. Baloch insurgent
groups frequently carry out attacks tar-
geting security personnel, government
projects and the USD 60 billion China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
projects in the oil and mineral-rich
province.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Chandigarh

Less than six months after scoring a hat-
trick of wins in Haryana Assembly
elections, the ruling BJP swept the

civic polls in the state on Wednesday, bag-
ging nine of the 10 mayoral seats. In the out-
going municipal corporations, BJP had its
mayors in seven civic bodies. Congress,
which was looking to turn around its elec-
toral fortunes after suffering a defeat in the
2024 Assembly polls, failed to open its
account. The party lost in Sonepat, where
it had its mayor, and Rohtak, considered a
stronghold of its stalwart and former chief
minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda.

Independent candidate Inderjeet Yadav
was the only non-BJP nominee to win a
mayoral seat. She was elected from Manesar,
where municipal elections were held for the
first time. Celebrations erupted in the BJP
camp after the results, with party leaders in
Chandigarh and many districts distribut-
ing sweets. There were early Holi festivities
as jubilant BJP members applied ‘gulal’
(colour) to each other.

After the results, Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini said people have put their stamp
of approval on the works and policies of the
BJP government and formed a “triple-

engine government” which will work at a
fast pace to realise the resolve of “developed
Haryana-developed India”.

Polls to elect mayors and ward members
in seven municipal corporations —
Gurugram, Manesar, Faridabad, Hisar,
Rohtak, Karnal and Yamunanagar — were
held on March 2. The bypolls for the may-
oral posts in Ambala and Sonipat and the
elections for presidents and ward members
in 21 municipal committees were also held
that day.

The results have dealt another blow to the

Congress which saw workers and leaders in
districts switching over to the BJP ahead of
the elections. The party state unit has been,
in the past, plagued with infighting and fac-
tionalism unlike the BJP, which has a well-
organised and strong organisational struc-
ture at the grassroots level.

Saini said people have put their stamp of
approval on the works and policies of the
BJP government. The “triple engine govern-
ment”, a reference to the saffron party being
in power at the Centre, in the state as well
as in the civic bodies, will undertake
development at three times fast pace to
realise the resolve of a “Viksit Haryana-
Viksit Bharat”, he told reporters on the side-
lines of the ongoing State Assembly session.
“The results prove that people of Haryana
want development and they have given their
vote for good governance,” Saini said.

In Manesar, Independent candidate
Inderjeet Yadav defeated her nearest BJP
rival Sunder Lal by a margin of 2,293 votes
to become the corporation’s first-ever
mayor. Nikhil Madaan was the outgoing
Sonipat mayor and a Congress leader.
Ahead of the 2024 Assembly polls, he joined
the BJP and won the Sonipat Assembly seat.
Senior BJP leader Rajiv Jain won from
Sonipat this time.

BJP sweeps Haryana local polls

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Fine particulate matter could be
absorbing moisture from Delhi’s
humid air during winters, which

could result in an underestimation of the
city’s PM1 pollution by up to 20 per cent,
according to a new study.

Researchers, including those from the
University of Birmingham, UK, explained
that the swelling of fine particulate mat-
ter by absorbing water from the humid
air — hygroscopic growth — reduces the
efficiency of sampling devices, possibly
leading to underestimation.

The study, published in the journal
NPJ Clean Air, “fills in the gap in the
understanding of PM1 pollution in the
most polluted megacity in the world.”

New Delhi remained the world’s most
polluted capital city, according to the
2024 World Air Quality report by IQAir,
a Swiss organisation.

PM1 particles, sized under a micron in
diameter, are especially dangerous as they
can penetrate lung tissue and enter the
bloodstream, IQAir explains.

Study author Ying Chen, from the
University of Birmingham, said, “When
carrying out air quality assessments, 
it is crucial to consider hygroscopic
growth and the potential for significant
underestimation of pollution levels in
humid conditions.”

The greatest underestimates in pollu-
tion levels occur during the rush hours
of winter mornings in December-January,
when humidity is at its peak and pollu-

tion is most severe, the researchers said.
“The underestimate can be up to 20

percent (or 50 micrograms per cubic 
meter) of PM1 concentration on average
during humid winter morning rush
hours,” they wrote.

In contrast, pollution estimates during
the monsoon season show negligible bias,
as the swollen pollutant particles 
are washed out by heavy rainfall, the team
added.

Controlling emissions from biomass
burning and residential sources —
which contain highly hygroscopic
chlorine particles — could effectively
improve air quality and reduce this
bias, thereby helping improve how air
quality is understood, the study sug-
gested.

Delhi under reporting pollution: Study

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Jeddah

The Trump administration lifted its
suspension of military aid and
intelligence sharing for Ukraine,

and Kyiv signaled that it was open to a
30-day ceasefire in the war with Russia,
pending Moscow’s agreement, American
and Ukrainian officials said Tuesday fol-
lowing talks in Saudi Arabia.

The administration imposed the mea-
sures a week ago to push Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to enter
talks to end the war with invading
Russian forces.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the
US would present the ceasefire offer to
the Kremlin.

“We’re going to tell them this is what’s
on the table. Ukraine is ready to stop
shooting and start talking. And now it’ll
be up to them to say yes or no,” Rubio
said. “If they say no, then we’ll unfortu-
nately know what the impediment is to
peace here.”

ational security adviser Mike Waltz
added: “The Ukrainian delegation today
made something very clear, that they
share President Trump’s vision for peace.”

Waltz said negotiators “got into sub-
stantive details on how this war is going
to permanently end,” including long-term
security guarantees.

The announcements emerged as
senior officials from Ukraine and the
United States opened talks in Saudi
Arabia focused on ending Moscow’s
three-year war against Kyiv. The discus-
sions started only hours after Russia shot
down over 300 Ukrainian drones. It was
Ukraine’s biggest attack since the
Kremlin ordered the full-scale invasion
of its neighbour.

President Donald Trump’s special
envoy, Steve Witkoff, is expected to trav-
el later this week to Moscow, where he
could meet with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, according to a person
familiar with the matter but not autho-
rized to comment publicly. The person
cautioned that scheduling could change.

Earlier in the day, journalists were
briefly allowed in a room where a
senior Ukrainian delegation met with
Rubio, who smiled at the cameras and
when asked about his expectations for
the meeting, gave a thumbs-up and
replied, “Good.”

Across the table, Ukrainian officials,
including the country’s top diplomat and
defence chief, showed no facial expres-
sions as the meeting got underway at a
luxury hotel. However, Ukrainian pres-
idential aide Andriy Yermak told
reporters that the most important thing
was “how to achieve a just and lasting
peace in Ukraine.” 

Ukraine says it
is open to 30
day ceasefire

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Patna

Bihar legislative Assembly on
Wednesday witnessed an unprece-
dented spat between Chief Minister

Nitish Kumar and his predecessor Rabri
Devi as the two septuagenarians engaged
in a no-holds-barred attack against each
other to be joined by an aggressive Leader
of Opposition Tejashwi Yadav. While
Rabri accused the chief minister of hav-
ing come to the House after consuming
“bhang” (cannabis), Tejashwi, a former
deputy CM under Nitish, demanded the
resignation of the JDU leader whom he
charged with “gesticulating at female leg-
islators”. Trouble began when Shashi

Yadav, an MLC of the CPI(ML), an RJD
ally, rose in her chair to submit before the
House that she was not satisfied with the
government’s reply to her question.
Nitish Kumar, who is also a MLC, react-
ed remarked the NDA government led
by him is doing so much as compared to
earlier governments which did nothing.

Rabri, the leader of the opposition in
legislative council, intervened saying
“You claim no work was done before you
took over. Please summon the records of
that period. You will understand better.”

Nitish, who had demonstrated his
quick temper before the House earlier this
week, sprang to his feet and vehement-

ly began to reiterate his point. Rabri Devi
reacted with the taunt, “According to you,
women did not even wear clothes before
2005, when you became the chief min-
ister.” The allusion was to a faux pas made
by the JD(U) president more than once
in recent past, while trying to underscore
his push for empowering women.

Bihar CM, however, dug in his heels,
dismissed the charge by the opposition
that he was disrespectful towards
women. 

“Never before have women got so
much of respect as they are getting now
and pointed towards Rabri Devi with the
remark, “What did they do for women?
Her husband made her the chief minis-
ter when he ran into trouble.”

Notably, Rabri Devi first became the
chief minister in 1997 when her husband
Lalu Prasad, the RJD president, had to
resign, following a CBI charge-sheet in
the fodder scam. The heated exchange
caused Chairman Awadhesh Narain
Singh to rise and appeal to the opposi-
tion to let the House run.

However, the opposition led by Rabri
Devi staged a walkout, even as Nitish
continued with a brief monologue, accus-
ing the RJD of having been soft on per-
petrators of Hindu-Muslim riots because
of caste affinity.

He also regretted having tied up with
RJD twice and said, “I am back with my
old partners (BJP). Now we shall remain
together and continue with our good
work.” Speaking to reporters outside the
House, Rabri Devi alleged, “Nitish Kumar
comes to the assembly under the influ-
ence of ‘bhang’. He misbehaves with
women. Today, he has insulted me for the
second time.” 

Nitish Kumar gets a taste of
Rabri from Tejashwi Yadav

CM seeks margdarshan

Balochis take on Pak army

A paramilitary soldier takes position at a railway station near the attack site of a passenger train by
insurgents in Mushkaf in Bolan district of Pakistan’s southwestern Balochistan province PTI

Nitish Kumar comes to the
Assembly under the influence

of bhang and misbehaves with
women. Today, he has insulted me
for the second time.

— RABRI DEVI, FORMER CM OF BIHAR

TRIPLE ENGINED SARKAR
MUNICIPALITY MAYOR
Sonepat Rajiv Jain (BJP)
Gurugram Raj Rani (BJP)
Faridabad Praveen Joshi (BJP)
Hisar Praveen Popli (BJP)
Rohtak Ram Avtar (BJP)
Karnal Renu Bala (BJP)
Yamunanagar Suman (BJP)
Ambala Shailja Sachdeva (BJP)
Panipat Komal Saini (BJP)
Manesar Inderjeet Yadav (Independ)

CM meets former
Deputy Prime Minister 
LK Advani PTI



We, Sarv Mittar Gaind s/o 

Late Shri Hans Raj Gaind and 

Gulshan Gaind w/o Shri Sarv 

Mittar Gaind  both R/o # 29, 

Sukhna Golf Links, Gobind 

Vihar, Kansal, Naya Gaon, SAS 

Nagar (Mohali) state that our 

son Siddarth Gaind and his wife 

Ankita Dahiya are out of our 

control. So We, disown them 

from all our movable & 

immovable properties and 

assets. Anybody deals with 

them will do so at their own risk. 

We shall not be held 

responsible for any of their 

actions whatsoever. 

I, Ranbir Singh son of Shri 

Bhale Ram, resident of House 

No. 2190, Sector 41-C, 

Chandigarh, declare that my 

son Sahil and his wife Pooja are 

out of my control and I have 

severed all types of relationship 

with them, and disown them 

from all my moveable- 

immovable properties, Any 

person dealing with them would 

deal with them at his / her / their 

own risk and responsibility. 

I, Sudesh Kumar S/o Som 

Nath R/o H.no. 411, street 7 gill 

colony sec 9 Vtc Derabassi 

SAS nagar Mohali, declared 

that I have disowned my son 

Anchit Gupta from my 

moveable immovable properties 

due to out of my control, 

anybody dealing with him at 

their own risk. 

I, Surinder Kumar S/o 

Fateh Singh R/o # 32, Village 

Jhampur, Distt, Mohali,  Punjab, 

My Son Sagar is out of my 

control, I disown him from my 

movable/immovable properties. 

Anybody deals him any type in 

future shall be self responsible.   

I, Kulwant Kaur widow 

Baldev Singh village Syana 

Saidan, Pehowa, Kurukshetra, 

had evicted my son Jasbir 

Singh,  But Now he under My 

Control . So We Cancel Her 

Disown Notice, IN Future Will 

Be Nominess Of My Property. 

म� दलबीर िसंह पु� बसंत िसंह 

िनवासी गांव र�ाखेड़ा, तहसील रितया 

िजला फतेहाबाद ह�न �ान करता 

�ं िक मेरी  लड़की  लव�ीत कौर मेरे 

व मेरे प!रवार के कहने-सुनने से बाहर 

है। म$ इसे अपनी चल, अचल संपि� से 

बेदखल करता �ं। उनसे लेन-देन 

करने वाला )यं िज*ेवार होगा। मेरी 

व मेरे प!रवार की कोई िज*ेवारी नही 

होगी। 

I, Rishave Chauhan S/o 

Ramesh Kumar R/o P.o Dadi 

Rawat(96)  village Dhakrantu 

Dhadirawat Shimla Himachal 

Pradesh-171206, declare that 

my 10th-class marksheet cum 

certificate educational 

documents in  wrongly written 

my father name Ramesh 

Chauhan and my mother name 

Nisha Chauhan. Whereas 

correct names my father 

Ramesh Kumar and mother  

Nisha. 

I, No. JC 777321K Rank 

Sub Name Kinholkar Ratilal 

Vithoba Unit 287 Fd WKSP Coy 

C/o 56 APO, Pin-906287, 

resident of Village Mehdhali, 

District. Buldana Pin-443102 

State-Maharashtra, have 

changed the name of my son 

Ritesh Ratilal to Ritesh Ratilal 

Kinholkar. 

I, Jagwant Singh S/O 

Army No.JC165264K Ex Sub 

Late Harbhajan Singh R/O Vpo 

Thakarpura Teh.Patti Distt.Tarn 

Taran (PB) have changed my 

name from Jaswant Singh To 

Jagwant Singh in my father's 

army Records vide affidavit 

dated 07-03-2025 before 

Magistrate court patti Tarn 

Taran PB. 

I, Vansh Pandwar S/o 

Gurdial Singh, R/o H No. 114, 

Village Kansali, Post Office 

Khera Farm, Jagadhri, 

Yamunanagar, HR- 135001; 

declare that name of my mother 

has been wrongly written as 

Usha in my 10th Class 

certificate cum mark sheet. The 

actual name of my mother is 

Usha Devi. 

I, Ram Parsad S/o Shakhal 

Yadav R/o H.No. 4353/A Sector 

46-D (Chandigarh) declare that 

in my Aadhar Card my name 

mentioned Ram Parsad and 

some other documents my 

name mentioned Ram Prasad 

Yadav instead of Ram Parsad. 

Ram Parsad and Ram Prasad 

Yadav Both names are mine 

one and the same person. 

I, No. 2476169H Hav 

Lakhwinder Singh (Retd) S/o 

Surat Singh R/o Vill: Panjdhera 

Kalan Teh-Mukerian Distt. 

Hoshiarpur declare that in my 

service documents the name & 

DOB of my wife wrongly 

recorded as Gurmeet Kaur and 

28-05-1965. But her correct 

name & DOB is Gurmit Kaur 

and 28-05-1964. 

I, Ganisetti Appa Rao, 

father of Army No. 16122186M 

Rank Nk Name Ganisetti 

Srinivasa Rao, presently 

residing at House No. 1-91, 

Yelamanchili, Mandalam, 

Kattupalem, Visakhapatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh, 531055 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Ganisetti Appa Rao 

to Ganisetti Apparao & date of 

birth from 01.07.1960 to 

01.01.1956 before Notary at 

Ferozepur. 

I, Ganisetti Laxmi, mother 

of Army No. 16122186M Rank 

Nk Name Ganisetti Srinivasa 

Rao, presently residing at 

House No. 1-91, Yelamanchili, 

Mandalam, Kattupalem, 

Visakhapatnam, Andhar 

Pradesh, 531055, declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Ganisetti Laxmi to Ganisetti 

Lakshmi & date of birth from 

01.07.1962 to 01.01.1961 

before Notary at Ferozepur. 

I, No. 18006137X NK 

Narinder Singh S/o Ram Shah 

R/o Jai Chand R/o Village 

Rampur Kalan, Post Office 

Kalwan, Tehsil Anandpur Sahib, 

District Rupnagar, Punjab-

140117 declare that in my army 

service record my father Ram 

Shah's Date of Birth is 

erroneously written as 15-03-

1968. Whereas my father's 

correct Date of Birth is 17-03-

1966 be amended in my army 

record. 

I, Smt. Kiran Bala Das 

widow of No. 61445 L/S Edwin 

Narain Dass Resident of H.No. 

7090 Sector-125 Sunny 

Enclave Kharar Distt. SAS 

Nagar (Punjab) hereby declare 

that my name recorded in 

service documents of my 

husband as Kiran Bala which is 

incorrect. My correct name is 

Kiran Bala Das (KB Das) as 

recorded in my Aadhar Card 

and Pan Card Vide affidavit 

dated 12 Mar 2025 at Kharar 

(Punjab) 

I, Kalma W/o Jagdish R/o 

H.no.2152, Phase-2, 

Ramdarbar, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Kalma 

to Kamla Devi. 

I, Sanjay S/o Rameshwar 

Sinha residing on H. No. 

2873/3, Chandigarh Housing 

board Sector-49-D, 

Chandigarh. I have changed 

my name from Sanjay Sinha to 

Sanjay. All concern please 

note. 

I Shailendra kumar 

shukla, S/o Luxminarayan 

shukla R/o H.No.493, Ward 

No.14, Old DC Road Sonipat, 

Haryana 131001, I have 

changed my name to 

Shailendra Shukla & my father 

name to Laxmi Narayan 

Shukla. Affidavit No. 10140, 

Date 10-Mar-25. 

I, Ramesho Devi W/o 

Jaswant Singh R/o Village 

Budhanpur Khalsa, Tehsil Indri, 

Distt Karnal have changed my 

minor son’s name from Jagrit to 

Jagrit Kamboj. 

I,  Samarjeet Singh S/o 

Harjit Singh R/o House No 

687/1, Sector- 11, Ranjit Nagar,  

Kharar, S.A.S. Nagar (Mohali) 

Punjab have changed my 

name to Samarjit Singh. 

I, Prince S/o Raman R/o 

Village Tajakpur, Ward no. 12, 

PO Pansara, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt Yamuna Nagar, Haryana 

have changed my name from 

Prince to Roshan Prince. 

I, Babita Rani mother of 

Army No. 21023575M Rank 

GNR Pratham Rana R/o 23-F, 

Professor Colony, Yamuna 

Nagar declare that in my son’s 

service record my name written 

as Babita Rana. My correct 

name is Babita Rani. Babita 

Rani and Babita Rani both 

name pertains to same person. 

I, Luxmi Devi W/o Ram 

Kumar R/o Village Talakaur, 

Yamuna Nagar, Haryana have 

changed my name from Luxmi 

Devi to Lachami Devi. 

I, Sunil Bahadur father of 

Army No. 21023575M Rank 

GNR Pratham Rana R/o 23-F, 

Professor Colony, Yamuna 

Nagar declare that in my son’s 

service record my name written 

as Sunil Rana. My correct 

name is Sunil Bahadur. Sunil 

Bahadur and Sunil Rana both 

name pertains to same prrson. 

I, Umlesh Devi Mother of 

Army No. 16128477H Rank-

HAV Rahul Kumar Faguna R/o 

Village Nagla Faguna PO 

Khuntkhera Tehsil Bayana Distt 

Bharatpur (Rajasthan)- 

321411, India have changed 

my name from Umlesh to 

Umlesh Devi due to wrong 

name recorded in Army service 

record of my son.  

I, Jarnail Singh S/o Sh. 

Bishan Singh R/o # 51, Village 

Mahmudpur, PO Bherthal, Distt 

Yamunanagar have changed 

my name from Jarnail Singh to 

Jarnel Singh. 

I Heena W/o Sh. Ayush 

Sharma R/o  H.no.2463/5,G.T. 

Road,Sanjay Chowk, Shanti 

Niwas Paliwal Nagar,Panipat, I 

have changed my name from 

Heena to Heena Sharma for all 

future purpose. 

I, Sunita Kumari Spouse 

of JC-333348N Rank Sub 

Rakesh Kumar R/o Village and 

Post office Jhatkandi, Tehsil 

Pauri Garwal, District Pauri 

Garhwal State Uttarakhand Pin 

246163 have changed my 

name from Sunita Kumari to 

Sunita Devi and also changed 

my date of birth from 

10.09.1980 to 28.10.1980. 

I, Sandeep Kumar S/o 

Ashok Kumar R/o House No 

371, Kaimbwala Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Sandeep Kumar to Sandeep.. 

I, Rajbir S/o Tara Chand , 

R/o House No 28, Block No 1, 

Bansa , Karnal Haryana have 

changed my name from Rajbir 

to Rajbir Singh. Today onwards 

I will be known by the name of 

Rajbir Singh. 

I, Sarabjeet Kaur W/o 

Jatinder Singh R/o 56, New 

Golden Avenue, G.T Road, 

Amritsar, Punjab have changed 

my name from Sarabjeet Kaur 

to Sarbjeet Kaur. 

I, Vasundhara Bhardwaj 

D/O Sh. Amol Bhardwaj R/O 

H.No. 1212 Sector 7, 

Panchkula Haryana Declare 

That Pls Remove My Mother's 

Name From The DMC Of 10+2 

DMC No. 0187636, Roll No. 

13602283 Passed In Year 2022 

Dated 22.7.2022. 

I, Khilanda Ram Arora S/o 

Chiman Lal Arora R/o 

H.No.2696, New Housing 

Board Colony, Panipat, I have 

changed my name from 

Khilanda Ram Punjabi to 

Khilanda Ram Arora for all 

future purposes. 

I, Geeta Arora W/o Sh. 

Ashok Kumar Arora R/o 

H.No.2696, New Housing 

Board Colony, Panipat, I have 

changed my name from Geeta 

Arneja to Geeta Arora for all 

future purpose. 

I, Tushar S/o Sh. Surjeet 

Singh R/o H.no.104, Gandhi 

Nagar, Kheri Road, Ganaur, 

Distt. Sonipat declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Tushar  to Tushar Khokhar, for 

all future purposes. 

I, Balbir Singh S/o 

Ramdhari  R/o H.No.739, Near 

Bar wali Chopal, Raja Kheri, 

Panipat declare that I have 

changed my son name from 

Deepak to Deepak Kumar, for 

all future purposes. 

I, Anil Kumar S/o Jagdish 

Chander R/o H.No. 719, Sector 

7 Urban Estate Kurukshetra, 

have changed my minor 

Daughter's name from Paridhi 

to Paridhi Sagwal. 

I, Sanjeev S/o Krishan 

Kumar R/o H.No. 224/10, 

Rajgan Gali, Chakarwarti 

Mohalla, Tehsil Thanesar, 

District Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from 

Sanjeev to Sanjeev Ahuja. 

I, Nisha Rani W/O Deepak 

Kumar R/O 1-A New Vijay 

Nagar, Angels Public School 

Prem Nagar Ambala City 

Changed Name From Nisha 

Rani To Nisha 

I, Shivam S/O Paramjeet 

Singh R/O Vill Sirsgarh  Po 

Mullana Distt Ambala Haryana I 

Have Changed My Name From 

Shivam To Shivam Kumar. 

I,  Sourbh Singla S/O Arun 

Singla R/O  Huda Sec- 10, 

Ambala City Distt Ambala 

Haryana I Have Changed My 

Name From Sourbh Singla To 

Sourabh Singla 

I, Sarabjeet Kaur W/O 

Kulwant Singh  R/O Vill Bartana 

Po Ranimajra Distt SAS Nagar 

Punjab I Have Changed My 

Name From Sarabjeet Kaur To 

Sarvjeet Kaur. 

I, Hardiyal Singh S/O 

Sewai Singh R/O Vill-Bartana 

Po Ranimajra Distt Sas Nagar 

Punjab I Have Changed My 

Name From Hardiyal Singh To 

Hardial Singh. 

I, Pyar Kaur W/O Hardial 

Singh  R/O Vill Bartana Po 

Ranimajra Distt Sas Nagar 

Punjab I Have Changed My 

Name From Pyar Kaur To 

Mukhtiar Kaur 

I, Shagun Mittal W/O 

Tarun Mittal R/O H.No.21, New 

Geeta Colony, Panipat Declare 

That Pranay Is My Son Name. 

Have Changed His Name 

Pranay To Pranay Mittal. In 

Future He Should Be Known As 

Pranay Mittal. 

I, Shweta Mittal W/O Sunil 

Mittal R/O H.No 24, New Geeta 

Colony, Panipat Declare That 

Prisha Is My Daughter Name. 

Have Changed Her Name 

Prisha To Prisha Zia Mittal. In 

Future She Should Be Known 

As Prisha Zia Mittal. 

I, Harpal Singh S/O Ranjit 

Singh R/O  House No 29, 

Shivalik Colony Singhawala 

Tehsil & Distt Ambala  Have 

Changed My Name  From 

Harpal  Singh To Haripal Singh. 

I, Smt. Satnam Kaur W/o 

No. 1556496L Ex Nk Gurdev 

Singh R/o VPO Jalalpur Tehsil 

Dasuya Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Satnam Kaur to Satwant 

Kaur. 

I, No. 2686744W Ex Hav 

Gopal Singh S/o Chura Ram 

R/o Vill. Rakri, PO Datarpur 

Tehsil Mukerian Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed the name of my son 

from Prince Chaudhary to 

Prince Choudhary. 

I, Smt. Kulwinder Kaur 

W/o No. 3304573 Late Sep 

Gian Singh R/o Vill. Giljian PO 

Miani Tehsil Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Kulwinder Kaur to Lakhwinder 

Kaur. 

I, Mina Rani W/o Kulwinder 

Singh R/o VPO Jalbhe Distt. 

Jalandhar 144106 Punjab have 

changed my name from Mina 

Rani to Meena Rani. 

Concerned note. 

I, Sonu S/o Chander # 

1661, Small Flats Dhanas, 

Chandigarh have changed the 

name of my minor son from 

Raunak to Kaushal. 

I Ex no. 14937832-L, 

Rank-Sep (MACP-1) Name 

Narinder Singh, R/o VPO- 

Phool Khurd, Rupnagar Punjab, 

declared that in Army Record 

and Discharge book my father 

Name Malkit Singh date of birth 

is 01-07-1960, whereas his 

correct DOB is 29-07-1958 and 

mother name is Karamjit Kaur 

and DOB is 01-07-1963, 

whereas her correct name is 

Karmjeet Kaur and correct DOB 

is 20-01-1964. Due to 

erroneously recorded in my 

army record. 

I Hitherto Known As Jyoti 

Kumar Alias Jyotsna Sharma 

W/O Dinesh Sharma Residing 

At H.No-755, Sector-10, 

Gurugram, Haryana-122001 

Have Changed My Name And I 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Jyotsna Sharma. It Is Certified 

That I Have Complied With 

Other Legal Requirements In 

This Connection. 

I, Raj Singh Singroha S/o 

Dhup Singh Singroha R/o H. 

No. 1618  Sector 16-17, Hisar 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Raj Singh Singroha 

to Raj Singh for all future 

purpose. 

I, Chanderawali Devi W/o 

Sh. Ishwar Singh R/o Village 

litani, District Hisar declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Chanderawali Devi to Chandroli 

for all future purpose. 

I Sashi Devi M/O Service 

No Jc-857815f Rank Nb 

Sub(Occ) Name Devendra 

Singh Rathaur Of Unit 105 Ad 

Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O Kota 

Wala Mohalla, Khare Koye Ke 

Pass, Loha Mandi, Gwalior-3, 

M.P., Pin-474003 Have 

Changed My Name From Sashi 

Devi To Shashi Devi Vide 

Affidavit Dated 12-03-2025 

Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Somti Devi M/O Service 

No 18002196m Rank Nk Name 

Sonu Of Unit 71 Engr Regt C/O 

56 Apo, R/O Vill- Shahpur 

Rajhera, Po- Dhanaura, Distt-

Amroha, State- U.P., 

Pin-244231 Have Changed My 

Name From Somti Devi To 

Somati Vide Affidavit Dated 12-

03-2025 Before Ambala Cantt 

I JC-452202K Sub Sucha 

Singh (Retd) S/o Late Ruldu 

Ram R/o Ittian, PO. Bhagran, 

Tehsil Mukerian, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab declared 

that in my Service records my 

daughter name Kashik Thakur 

wrongly Entered. But her 

corrected name is Kashish 

Thakur. 

ਮ� ਬਲਿਜੰਦਰ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਅਸ਼ੋਕ 

ਕੁਮਾਰ ਵਾਸੀ ਿਪੰਡ ਅਮੀਰਪੁਰ ਜੋਤਾ ਪੋ. 

ਟਾਂਡਾ ਰਾਮ ਸਹਾਏ ਮੁਕੇਰੀਆਂ 

ਹਿੁਸ਼ਆਰਪੁਰ ਨੇ ਆਪਣਾ ਨਾਂ ਬਲਿਜੰਦਰ 

ਿਸੰਘ ਤK ਬਦਲ ਕੇ ਬਲਿਵੰਦਰ ਿਸੰਘ ਰੱਖ 

ਿਦੱਤਾ ਹੈ। 

I, Pawan Kumar Singhal 

S/o Sh. Gandhi Ram Aggarwal, 

R/o flat No. 202, Tower-B, 

Imperial Apartments, 

Kishanpura Road Dhakauli 

Distt. SAS Nagar (Punjab), 

declare that my father name 

mentioned all document's is 

Gandhi Ram Aggarwal ,and my 

name is Pawan Kumar Singhal 

(all documents) no change. 

I  Meena Rani alias Kela 

Devi w/o Shri Ilam Singh R/o 

village Kunjpura tehsil and 

district Karnal. I am known and 

recognized by both the names 

Meena Rani and Kela Devi. 

Meena Rani and Kela Devi are 

both my names. I am known by 

both my names. All please note. 

Affidavit dated 12 March 25 

through Karnal Notary Public. 

I Shamsher Singh S/o 

Gurdiyal Singh   R/o Chak 

janisar, Teh. Jalalabad (Fazilika) 

have  state that my  father late 

Gurdiyal Singh name wrongly 

spell as Gurdial Singh in my 

some documents. As well as his 

correct name is Gurdiyal Singh 

I Javid Raja Raj Mohamed 

S/o Raja Mohamed R/o H. NO. 

1029 Sector- 38- B Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Javid Raja. 

I Jyoti  SaRoop s/o 

Subhash Chander, R/O Old City 

Kotkapura, district Faridkot, 

have change my name to Jyoti 

saroop Kamra 

I, Sudesh W/O Kuldeep 

Singh R/O Village Sienh P.O. 

Harigarh Kingan Tehsil Guhla 

District Kaithal Haryana have 

changed my name from Sudesh 

to Sudesh Rani. 

I, Sulhdev Singh s/o 

Joginder Singh R/O Village 

Mastgarh Tehsil Guhla District 

Kaithal Haryana have changed 

my name from Sulhdev Singh to 

Sukhdev Singh. 

I Navjot Singh  S/O 

Kurvinder Singh  R/O #2444 , 

Phase 11, Sector 65 Sas Nagar 

Mohali , Have Changed My 

Name To Navjot Singh Jhamb 

S/O Kurvinder Singh Jhamb 

I Gurnam Kaur W/o JC- 

256357M Sub Harjit Singh 

(Retd) of records AD Arty R/o 

Ward no. 11,  Mukerian 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab, declared 

that in my husband service 

records my name mentioned as 

Garnam Kaur, whereas my 

correct name is Gurnam Kaur. 

I Hardeep Singh Brar s/o 

Baljeet Singh r/o vill. Doda teh. 

Gidderbaha ( muktsar ) have 

changed my name to Hardeep 

Singh 

I, Jatinder Goel son of Sh. 

Jagdish Kumar Goel  R/o 

House No. 1394 Sector-15 

Panchkula Haryana have 

changed my name from 

Jatinder Goel to Jitender Goel. 

I, Davinder Pupneja son 

of Sh. Krishan Chand Resident 

of House No. 310, Sector-8 

Panchkula Haryana have 

changed my name Davinder 

Pupneja to Devinder. 

I Veena Rani W/o Jagdish 

Kumar R/o Vill. Adda Devigarh 

Teh. Dudhan Sadhan Distt. 

Patiala declare that Veena  

Rani & Veena Chawla both 

names are of one & same 

Person. Plz Noted. 

I Surinder Pal Gandhi S/o 

Tirath Ram Gandhi R/o H.no. 

153 2nd floor Chandigarh 

Apartment Barwala road, Dera 

bassi, SAS Nagar Mohali, have 

changed my name from 

Surinder Pal Gandhi to 

Surinder Pal. 

I Paramjeet Kaur Spouse 

Of No 15180403 M Rank Hav 

Parmjeet Singh R/O Mohkam 

Arain, Po: Jalalabad (W) Distt 

Fazilka Punjab-152024 Now At 

Unit 3 Med Regt C/O 56 Apo 

Declared That I Have Changed 

My Name Paramjeet Kaur To 

Parmjeet Kaur Vide Affidavit 

Dated 12/03/2025 By Notary 

Court Bathinda. 

I Vinimol Mother Of Vipin 

Ar R/O Attanchery Arupuzha 

Parli Vtc: Parli-Ll Po. Parli Pg, 

Distt-Palakkad, State- Kerala- 

678612 Have Changed My 

Name Vinimol To Vinimol K L 

And Dob 08/02/1973 Το 

22/10/1973 Vide Affidavit 

12/3/25 By Notary Bathinda 

Court. 

I, Shiana Kamra alias 

Disha Monga W/o Nitin Monga 

R/o House Number 23 New 

Model Town, Malwal Road, 

Ferozepur City, Ferozepur, 

Punjab-152002 have changed 

my name to Disha Monga. 

I Gurjeet Kaur W/o Late 

Sh. Gurmit Singh R/o House 

No. 1430, Sector 44-B, 

Chandigarh inform that 

Gurmeet Kaur and Gurjeet 

Kaur is the name of one and 

same person.   

I, Parmila W/o Raj Kumar 

R/o H. No. 131 Kakroli Sardara, 

Teh. Badhra, Charkhi Dadri 

127308  declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Parmila Devi  to Parmila  for all 

future purpose. 

I Atul Goyal S/o Sh. Sham 

Lal R/o House No.51, Saini 

Vihar, Phase-1, Baltana, SAS 

Nagar Mohali (Punjab) I have 

changed my minor daughter's 

name from Kanvi Goyal to 

Aarna Goyal. 

I, Prerna Sidhu D/o Gopal 

Singh H.No 97-A-Green 

Enclave Near Surya Enclave 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name from Prerna Sidhu to 

Prerna 

I, Ashok Kumar S/o Satpal 

R/o H.No.8062, Gali No.4, 

Bahadur Nagar Sultanwind 

Road, Amritsar have changed 

my name from Ashok Kumar to 

Ashok Gupta 

I, Kuljeet Singh S/o 

Amarjeet Singh R/o Vlla 

No.118, Tarn Taran Road, 

Punjabi Bagh, Gilwali, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Kuljeet Singh to Kuljit Singh. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Suwinder Pal Singh S/O 

Balwant Singh Residing at 

H.No. 1999/18, Gali No. 5, 

Friends Colony, Majitha Road, 

Amritsar 143001 Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Surinder 

Pal Singh. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Rajbinder Kuar wife of Nirmal 

Singh residing at 142/1, Patti, 

Tarn Taran, Punjab-143416 

have changed my name and 

Shall hereafter be known as 

Rajwinder Kaur 

I, hitherto known as 

Ramandeep Kaur wife of Kikkar 

Singh residing at Village Riar 

PO Ajnala Tehsil Ajnala District 

Amritsar-143102 Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as 

Vipandeep Kaur 

I, hitherto Known as Ashok 

Thukral Son of Ram Lal residing 

at HM-27, Aman Avenue 

Colony, O/s Gate Hakima 

District Amritsar-143001 Punjab 

have changed my name and 

shall hereafter be known as 

Ashok Kumar 

I, Balwinder Singh Son of 

Balwant Singh residing at 

H.No.1062/1, Ajnala Road, 

Near Petrol Pump, Guru 

Amardas Avenue, D-Block 

District Amritsar-143008 Punjab 

have changed the name of my 

minor Son Navneet Singh Aged 

14 Years and he shall hereafter 

be known as Navreet Singh 

I, Kamal Kumar Son of 

Prem Sagar residing at 

H.No.2151/12, Gali Purani 

Police Chownki, Islamabad, 

Tehsil and District Amritsar-

143001 Punjab have changed 

the name of my minor Son 

Vaibhav Aged 15 Years and he 

shall hereafter be known as 

Vaibhav Bhardwaj 

I, hitherto Known as Neha 

Mehra wife of Sumita Arora 

residing at A-569, New Amritsar, 

Amritsar-143010 Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Neha 

Arora 

I, hitherto Known as Satpal 

Sharma Son of Parsh Ram 

Residing at Village Bhaini 

Millwan Post Office Saidowal 

Kalan District Gurdaspur, 

Punjab-143530 Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Satpal. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Satwant Kaur Wife of Hardip 

Singh Saini residing at Tibri 

Road, Dev Nagar, Near Nag 

Mandir,  Gurdaspur-143521, 

Punjab, India have changed my 

name and Shall hereafter be 

known as Satwant Kaur Saini. 

It is for general information 

that I, Vanshita Prinja D/o 

Mukesh Kumar resident at 

H.No.54 GT Road, Bridge No.5 

Sujanpur (Rural) Tehsil and 

Distt Pathankot Punjab-145023 

declare that name of my father 

has been wrongly written as 

Mukesh Prinja in my Senior 

School Certificate. The actual 

name of my father is Mukesh 

Kumar 

I, Sikandar Singh S/o 

kishan Singh R/o 3257, Gali 

No.10, Maqbool Pura Mehta 

Road, Amritsar have changed 

my name from Sikandar Singh 

to Sikander Singh 

I Rajdeep Kaur W/o 

Gagandeep Singh R/o 

H.No.159 Main Gali Gurudwara 

Sahib Master Colony Tarn Taran 

have declare that Rajdeep is my 

Given name and Kaur is my 

Surname 

I, Gagandeep Singh S/o 

Narinder Singh R/o H.No.159 

Main Gali Gurudwara Sahib 

Master Colony Tarn Taran have 

declare that my Son Arshdeep 

Singh. Arshdeep is his Given 

name and Singh is his Surname 

I, Amarjeet Kaur W/o 

Kuldeep Singh R/o H.No.2942, 

Gali No.2, Hargobindpura 

Wadali Road Chheharta 

Amritsar 143105 have changed 

my name from Amarjeet Kaur to 

Amarjit Kaur 

I, Rajwinder Kaur W/o 

Hardeep Singh R/o 4648/24, 

Guru Nanak Wada, Near 

Khalsa College PO Kot Khalsa 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Rajwinder Kaur to 

Rajvinder Kaur after marriage 

I Gurwinder Singh S/o 

Dilbag Singh R/o Pind Maluwal 

Ram Rauni District Tarn Taran 

have changed my name from 

Gurwinder Singh to Gurwinder 

Singh Dhillon 

I, Jagtar Singh S/o 

Kashmir Singh R/o Village 

Bhangwan, PO Kotla Gujjran, 

Block Majitha, Amritsar Rural 

have changed my Given name 

from Jagtar Singh to Surname 

is Singh and Given name is 

Jagtar. 

I Sawarn Arora S/o 

Kishan Chand Arora R/o 

H.No.A-45, Imperial City, 

Loharka Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Sawarn Arora To Swaran 

Kumar Arora. All Please Note. 

I, Baljit Kaur W/o 

Manvinder Singh R/o 1502-

1498, Dilawari Street, 

Putlighar, Amritsar have 

changed my name to Baljeet 

Kaur. all concerned please 

note. 

I Kanta Alias Kulwant 

Singh S/O Sadhu Singh R/O 

Vpo Khabbe Rajputtan Tehsil 

Baba Bakala District Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Kanta Alias Kulwant Singh to 

Kulwant Singh 

I, No. 15625791X NK L Dili 

Abraham Saprii resident of 

Mao Karong, PO Karong, 

District Senapati, Manipur-

795007 now at 140 Armd Bde, 

have amended my mother’s 

name from N Kaisa Maria to N 

Kaisa and date of birth from 11 

Aug 1960 to 19 Jan 1959 vide 

affidavit no. 01AA 975624 

dated 26-02-2025, before Oath 

Commissioner (Judicial), 

Senapati 

I, No. 15625791X NK L Dili 

Abraham Saprii resident of 

Mao Karong, PO Karong, 

District Senapati, Manipur-

795007 now at 140 Armd Bde, 

have amended my father’s 

name from A Lonio Lawrence 

to A Lunio and date of birth 

from 21 Jul 1954 to 01 Mar 

1959 vide affidavit no. 01AA 

975624 dated 26-02-2025, 

before Oath Commissioner 

(Judicial), Senapati 

I, No. 14928751K Hav 

Vinod Rai resident of Affour 

Uttar Tola, PO Khaira, District 

Saran, Bihar-841414 Now At 

15 Mech Inf C/O 56 Apo have 

changed my daughter’s name 

from Janvi to Janvi Kumari vide 

affidavit no. IN-

PB15761902359060X dated 

12-03-2025, before Notary 

Public, Amritsar 

I, Uattam Singh S/o 

Achhar Singh R/o VPO 

Ghoman Teh Batala District 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Uattam Singh to 

Uttam Singh. 
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BJP sweeps Haryana civic polls; Wins

9 of the 10 municipal corporations
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After its hat-trick of wins in Haryana
Assembly elections, the ruling BJP

swept the civic polls in the state on
Wednesday, bagging nine of the ten may-
oral seats. In the outgoing municipal cor-
porations, BJP had its mayors in seven civic
bodies.

The Congress, which was looking to
turn around its electoral fortunes after suf-
fering a defeat in the 2024 Assembly polls,
failed to open its account. The party lost
in Sonipat, where it had its mayor, and
Rohtak, considered a stronghold of its stal-
wart and former chief minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda.

Independent candidate Inderjeet Yadav
was the only non-BJP nominee to win a
mayoral seat. She was elected from
Manesar, where municipal elections were
held for the first time.

Celebrations erupted in the BJP camp
after the results, with party leaders in
Chandigarh and many districts distribut-
ing sweets. There were early Holi festivi-
ties as jubilant BJP members applied
'gulal' (colour) to each other. After the
results, Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini
said people have put their stamp of
approval on the works and policies of the
BJP government and formed a "triple-
engine government" which will work at a
fast pace to realise the resolve of "developed
Haryana-developed India".

Polls to elect mayors and ward members
in seven municipal corporations --
Gurugram, Manesar, Faridabad, Hisar,
Rohtak, Karnal and Yamunanagar -- were
held on March 2. The bypolls for the may-
oral posts in Ambala and Sonipat and the
elections for presidents and ward members
in 21 municipal committees were also held
that day. For the Panipat Municipal
Corporation, polling was held on March
9 to elect the mayor and 26 councillors.

According to the results available for the
mayoral posts, BJP candidates registered
emphatic wins in Ambala, Faridabad,
Gurugram, Hisar, Karnal, Rohtak, Sonipat,
Yamunanagar and Panipat defeating their
nearest Congress rivals. In Manesar,

Independent candidate Inderjeet Yadav
defeated her nearest BJP rival Sunder Lal
by a margin of 2,293 votes to become the
corporation's first-ever mayor.

Nikhil Madaan was the outgoing Sonipat
mayor and a Congress leader. Ahead of the
2024 Assembly polls, he joined the BJP and
won the Sonipat Assembly seat. Senior BJP
leader Rajiv Jain won from Sonipat this
time. In Ambala municipal corporation,
Shakti Rani Sharma was the mayor as a
Haryana Janchetna Party leader. She too
joined the BJP ahead of the assembly polls
and won the Kalka Assembly seat. The
other municipal corporations where polling
was held had BJP mayors.

The mayoral candidates who registered

victories with big margins included the
BJP's Faridabad nominee Parveen Joshi
who won by 3,16,852 votes and Raj Rani
from Gurugram who won by over 1.79
lakh votes. Other notable winners include
BJP's Renu Bala Gupta from Karnal and
Komal Saini, who won from Panipat by
over 1.23 lakh votes.

In Rohtak too, which is considered a
stronghold of Congress leader Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, BJP's Ram Avtar defeated
Congress' Surajmal Kiloi by a margin of
45,198 votes. From Yamunanagar, Suman
of BJP defeated Congress' Kirna Devi by
a margin of 73,319 votes to become the
mayor while from Ambala, BJP's Shailja
Sachdeva won by a margin of 20,487 votes
over her Congress rival.

The results dealt another blow to the
Congress which saw workers and leaders
in districts switching over to the BJP ahead
of the elections. The party state unit has
been, in the past, plagued with infighting
and factionalism unlike the BJP, which has
a well-organised and strong organisation-
al structure at the grassroots level.

In a statement in the Assembly, Saini
expressed heartfelt thanks to the people of
Haryana. He also thanked the State
Election Commission for conducting
smooth and peaceful elections. The chief
minister said for non-stop development,
the people of the state have given a "third
engine to the urban bodies".

"The results prove that people of
Haryana want development and they
have given their vote for good governance,"
Saini said. With the resolve of "Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayaas
and the mantra of Haryana Ek-Haryanvi
Ek, we are committed to taking the state
to new heights", he added.

Policymakers to focus more on

University-Industry linkages:

President Murmu at PU Convocation
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Appreciating the Panjab University
(PU) for promoting academia-indus-

try linkage, President Droupadi Murmu
on Wednesday asked PU policymakers to
focus more on University-industry link-
ages and future readiness. She emphasized
that education should support students in
their life journeys and struggles.

Addressing the 72nd convocation cer-
emony of the varsity in Chandigarh,
Murmu said in the last 140 years, PU has
developed into a major centre for higher
education. “This university has made its
own identity in academics, sports, research
and cultural fields,” she said

Punjab Governor Gulab Chand Kataria,
Haryana Governor Bandaru Dattatreya,
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
and his Haryana counterpart Nayab Singh
Saini were also present on the occasion.

“PU has won the Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad Trophy 17 times. It is a tes-
timony to the dedication and determina-
tion of the athletes of this university. Manu
Bhaker and Sarabjot Singh, both students
of this university, made the country
proud by winning medals at the 2024 Paris
Olympics,” Murmu said.

“I have been told that the number of
girls and boys studying in this university
is almost equal. Yet, more than 80 per cent
of the university toppers are girls. I
heartily congratulate all the girl students
for this achievement.

“This remarkable achievement high-
lights the importance of educating and
empowering girls, as they overcome
obstacles and excel in every field. I com-
mend the parents and the university for

promoting such excellent talent. An edu-
cated girl not only leads the family, but also
the entire society and nation towards
development,” the President asserted.

“I have been told that more than 1.82
lakh students are studying in this univer-
sity and its affiliated colleges. Students
from different parts of the country are
studying here,” she added.

She also said it is commendable that
keeping in mind the goal of a developed
nation and in accordance with the
National Education Policy, research, inno-
vation and global participation are being
promoted at PU.

“I have been told that apart from the
Population Research Centre, the
Department of Community Education and
Disability Studies, Panjab University also
has many schools in rural areas where many
youths are receiving education,” she said.

“I would like to tell all the policymak-
ers of the university that there is a need
to work more on university-industry
linkage and future readiness. The students
of the university, no matter which subjects
they are studying, should get application-
based education.

“This does not mean that all the stu-
dents choose jobs or ventures related to
the same subject. But it is necessary that
the education they are receiving here
should support them in their life journey
and in their struggles,” Murmu said.

Marking the occasion, the President
awarded honorary degrees to mathemati-
cian R J Hans-Gill and social worker Sushri
Nivedita Raghunath Bhide.

Double Olympic medallist Manu
Bhaker was honoured with the Khel Ratna,
while noted singer Jaspinder Narula
received the Kala Ratna award.

�������	
���
�	��������������������������������������
���

��
���
��
��n ����	
����

In a bid to regain lost ground in Punjab,
the state Congress leadership will hold

a crucial meeting in Delhi on Thursday
to discuss its electoral strategy and orga-
nizational restructuring. With the 2027
assembly elections in focus, senior lead-
ers will deliberate on strengthening
booth-level operations, countering voter
list manipulations, and resolving internal
factionalism that has surfaced in recent
weeks.

The meeting comes at a time when the
political landscape in Punjab is shifting.
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which
secured a landslide victory in the 2022
state assembly elections, has suffered a set-
back following its poor performance in the
recent Delhi Assembly polls. Meanwhile,
the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) remains
in turmoil, and the BJP has failed to
expand its influence beyond urban pock-
ets. Sensing an opportunity, the Congress
is working on a strategy to reclaim its tra-
ditional voter base and emerge as the pri-
mary challenger to the ruling AAP.

Punjab Congress state affairs' in-charge
Bhupesh Baghel, who has been tasked
with revitalizing the party’s prospects in
the state, has convened the meeting to
assess organizational preparedness. "This
is a part of our focus on strengthening our
presence at the grassroots. We will review
booth and block-level teams and ensure
that electoral processes remain fair," a

senior Congress leader told The Pioneer.
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Despite its ambitions for a revival, inter-

nal divisions threaten to weaken the
Congress' efforts in Punjab. Reports
indicated that the party high command
has received complaints of factionalism
within the state unit, prompting an
urgent need for damage control. Sources
suggesteed that the meeting will not only
focus on election strategy but also on
resolving differences among key leaders,
who have been engaged in public dis-
agreements over policy directions and
personal agendas.

One of the most visible disputes
emerged between Congress' Bholath
MLA and All India Kisan Congress
chairman Sukhpal Singh Khaira, and for-
mer Minister and Congress' Kapurthala
MLA Rana Gurjeet Singh. Khaira has
publicly criticized Rana Gurjeet for advo-
cating private maize procurement, alleg-
ing that his proposal aligned with the BJP's
now-repealed farm laws that triggered
massive protests in 2021.

"This is nothing but the BJP-Adani
model of privatizing crop markets. It is
unacceptable that a Congress leader is
pushing an agenda that contradicts our
party’s stand on MSP," Khaira had said in
a strongly-worded statement. He further
accused Rana Gurjeet of attempting to
benefit his ethanol business under the pre-
text of supporting farmers.

Khaira also pointed out Gurjeet’s past

financial discrepancies, stating that his
sugar mill in Phagwara still owes farm-
ers Rs 27.74 crore from the 2021-22 sea-
son. "How can he promise MSP for maize
when his own mill has failed to clear past
payments? This raises serious concerns
about his credibility," he added.
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Adding to the political turbulence,

Baghel, Chhattisgarh's former Chief
Minister, has come under pressure follow-
ing an Enforcement Directorate (ED) raid
at his residence in Bhilai, Chhattisgarh.
The raid, which came days before the
Punjab meeting, has been widely per-
ceived as an attempt to derail his efforts
to strengthen the party in the state. Baghel
has played a key role in Congress’ elec-
tion strategies in states like Jharkhand,
Assam, Uttar Pradesh, and Himachal
Pradesh. He has claimed that the ED
action is a politically motivated move
linked to his increasing engagement in
Punjab. "This is not a coincidence. Every
time I focus on strengthening the
Congress in a key state, these raids follow.
It happened in Jharkhand, Himachal, and
now Punjab," Baghel said. Congress lead-
ers have accused the BJP-led Central
Government of using investigative agen-
cies as a political weapon ahead of elec-
tions.
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With AAP struggling to maintain its
momentum in Punjab, Congress sees an

opening for a comeback. Despite secur-
ing 92 out of 117 assembly seats in 2022,
AAP’s lead significantly dropped in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, where
Congress led in 38 assembly segments
compared to AAP’s 32. This shift signaled
growing disillusionment with AAP’s
governance, particularly regarding law
and order and farmer-related issues.
Leader of Opposition Partap Singh Bajwa
emphasized the need to remain vigilant
against voter list manipulations. "There
are reports of irregularities in
Maharashtra, Haryana, and Delhi. We
must aggressively monitor voter rolls to
prevent any misuse of state machinery by
the ruling party," said Bajwa.
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The upcoming meeting will serve as a
platform for Punjab Congress leaders,
including state unit president Amarinder
Singh Raja Warring, to chart a roadmap
for the 2027 elections. Key discussions
will focus on voter outreach, grassroots
mobilization, and strategies to unify the
party. Addressing factionalism will be a
crucial agenda point, as internal unity
remains essential for a strong electoral
fight.

With AAP facing internal rifts, SAD
struggling for relevance, and BJP unable
to make significant inroads, Congress
believed that Punjab is poised for a polit-
ical shift. However, its success will depend
on resolving internal conflicts and execut-
ing a robust ground-level campaign.
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Kejriwal to Address Rally in Ludhiana

Ahead of 'yet-to-be-announced' Bypoll

��
���
��
��n ����	
����

In what is being seen as a high-stakes
political event, Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) national convener Arvind
Kejriwal is set to address a rally in
Ludhiana on March 18. This will be
Kejriwal’s first major political event after
his party’s resounding defeat in the
Delhi Assembly elections, where the
three-time chief minister himself suffered
a shocking loss.

Though the Election Commission of
India (ECI) is yet to announce the
schedule for the Ludhiana West bypoll,
Kejriwal’s rally is expected to set the stage
for AAP’s campaign, as the party seeks
to retain the seat amid an increasingly
competitive political landscape in Punjab.
The ruling party has already announced
its Rajya Sabha MP and industrialist
Sanjeev Arora as party candidate for the
Ludhiana West Assembly by-election —
also triggering widespread speculation
that Kejriwal might be eyeing Arora’s
soon-to-be-vacant Rajya Sabha seat.

AAP’s decision to hold a mega-rally in
Ludhiana signaled the party’s determi-
nation to reassert its influence in Punjab-
-now the only state it is in power. The
Ludhiana West seat fell vacant on January
11, following the sudden demise of
AAP MLA Gurpreet Bassi Gogi, who
succumbed to a gunshot wound while
cleaning his licensed revolver at his home.

Kejriwal’s visit also underscored his
party’s continued focus on healthcare and
governance, as he is expected to visit
Ludhiana Civil Hospital before the rally
to inaugurate modern facilities. This
move aligned with AAP’s strategy of pro-
moting its governance model — partic-
ularly in education and healthcare — as
a key electoral plank. Sources within AAP
informed that Punjab Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann will also accompany
Kejriwal during the hospital visit and
rally.

Currently, Kejriwal is undergoing a 10-
day Vipassana meditation retreat at the
Dhamma Dhaja Vipassana Centre in
Hoshiarpur. The retreat, which began on
March 5 and will conclude on March 15,
is aimed at providing Kejriwal with a
period of rejuvenation before he returns
to active political campaigning. Kejriwal’s
wife, Sunita Kejriwal, is also accompany-
ing him on this meditative journey.

The upcoming Ludhiana rally carries
immense significance for Kejriwal per-
sonally. The party, which had swept the
2020 Delhi elections with 62 out of 70
seats, was reduced to a mere handful of
seats in 2025, with the BJP securing a
landslide victory. Kejriwal, who had
once been seen as an invincible force in
Delhi politics, is now in damage control
mode.

Despite holding power in Punjab, AAP
is also facing significant challenges in
retaining Ludhiana West. The Congress,
which has been gaining ground in
Punjab following its strong performance
in the Jalandhar Lok Sabha bypoll, is
expected to put up a tough fight.
Moreover, the BJP, despite its struggles
in Punjab politics, is looking to make
inroads, especially among the trading and
business community in Ludhiana. The
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), which has
been grappling with internal dissent, will
also attempt to regain lost ground.

Adding to AAP’s woes is the discon-
tent among party workers, who are
reportedly unhappy with some of the
recent candidate selections and internal
party decisions. The Ludhiana rally will
thus serve as an opportunity for Kejriwal
to re-energize AAP’s cadre and project a
united front ahead of the electoral battle.
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Government of Himachal Pradesh
Public Works Department



Relationships are beautiful. However, I often
view them through the lenses of the bound-
aries deeply ingrained during childhood and

over the decades. I fail to grasp that human rela-
tionships are pure and unadulterated emotions.
They cannot follow any scientific formulae. I also
need to curb my tendency to judge the raw emo-
tions and reactions of others solely based on my
experiences.

I am the oldest child of my generation in the entire fam-
ily. A lesson deeply ingrained into my psyche by my elders
was that I needed to be mindful of the youngsters and
guests came first. I discharged my responsibilities with the
utmost care till I had my first setback in my early teens.
A much younger cousin was playing with my sister. Like
all children, they also started fighting for the same toy. It
fell upon me to mediate. My sister did not say anything
but burst into tears when I tried to explain that it was our
responsibility to take care of the younger guest. Her tears
taught me an important lesson. We have tried hard not
to burden our daughters with unnecessary baggage.

A few days into my first posting in the railways, I was
asked to chair the farewell meeting of a retiring staff. I
was the seniormost official in the gathering at the rela-
tively young age of 25. I was taken aback when I was asked

to speak a few words. Eloquence is not my
strong suit. I prefer brevity, or even silent
brooding, over a long drawn flowery speech.
I remember my impromptu words even four
decades later. I compared the professional
journey of everyone from the time of joining
till retirement to the life of a rose and the fra-
grance that it spreads till the end. I also com-
pared the new life that the staff would
embark upon from the next day to the
blooming of a new flower. The staff had tears
of gratitude in his eyes. The supervisors

applauded me for words well said. It was Bengal
where words spoken from the heart are also received with
utmost sincerity. I had developed an instant connection
and lasting relationships with them. They recognised me
as a sensitive soul they could uninhibitedly approach for
help. I may not always have been of much assistance, but
it was enough for the person to unburden.

A young neighbour told me that she finds me unduly
sensitive to certain situations. She said that she, and prob-
ably many more, look up to me for guidance. She went
on to mention that I need to curb my impulsive reactions.
My response was that I am an extremely sensitive and emo-
tional person, and I have spent a lifetime worrying about
others. It is now time for me to be myself. I rather flip-
pantly concluded, “This is what I am.”

This is a lesson I sometimes forget when imparting my
words of wisdom to those dear to me. A long time as an

engineer has made me too rational and logical. I often find
myself at the receiving end when I abruptly interrupt my
wife as she starts talking about something bothering her,
a situation that I may feel is beyond her control. I con-
veniently forget my learnings over a lifetime, till she
reminds me that she is aware of the impossibility of the
situation. She wants me to let her vent her frustrations. I
realise there is a lot I need to work on.

In author Mignon G Eberhart’s words, “The complex-
ity of human relationships is never simple to follow; it is
like intricate lacework, but lacework made of steel.”

To conclude, relationships are intricate, shaped by per-
sonal experiences, emotions, and deep-seated values. My
journey has been one of constant learning—understand-
ing that relationships cannot be governed by rigid logic
but by sensitivity and empathy. From childhood lessons
of responsibility to professional experiences that connect-
ed me with people on a deeper level, I have realised that
emotions must be acknowledged, not judged.

Over the years, I have also recognised my own need to
evolve. While my rationality has served me well, it some-
times overshadows the simple act of listening. As my wife
often reminds me that not every problem requires a solu-
tion—sometimes, people just need to be heard. As I con-
tinue to navigate relationships, I strive to embrace emo-
tions without overanalysing them. 
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Cleaning the Yamuna river, pollution
control, garbage management, and
addressing climate and disaster
resilience to ensure sustainable

development are among the top priorities of
the newly elected Delhi government.
However, these ambitious goals can only be
achieved with active community participa-
tion. Raising awareness and fostering pub-
lic engagement are crucial to creating a more
sustainable and disaster-resilient future. In
this context, a Centre for Disaster Risk
Management and Environmental
Sustainability, known as “Yamuna- Apda
evam Jalvayu Parivartan Nyunikaran
Adhisthan (YAJNA)” meaning- Yamuna -
Institute for Disaster and Climate Change
Mitigation, is proposed. This centre will serve
as a hub for education, collaboration, and
action, setting an example for other states to
follow.

Delhi, the national capital of India, faces
a complex web of hazards. From earthquakes
and floods to human-induced crises such as
severe air and water pollution, road acci-
dents, and inefficient waste management, the
city’s vulnerabilities are escalating. Rapid
urbanisation and a dense population further
compound these risks, leading to widespread
environmental degradation and public
health crises. Despite existing efforts by mul-
tiple agencies, a significant gap remains in
public engagement, coordination, and proac-
tive action. A dedicated awareness centre like
Yajna will bridge this gap by equipping cit-
izens with the knowledge and tools to
become active participants in resilience-
building.

Disaster management museums cum
knowledge centres worldwide have demon-
strated their potential to drive awareness and
preparedness. The Kobe Earthquake
Memorial Museum in Japan and the
Tsunami Memorial Museum in Thailand
have played pivotal roles in educating the
public on natural and human-induced haz-
ards and mitigating the risk with better
response strategies. In India, the Earthquake
Museum in Bhuj, Gujarat, serves as a model
for enhancing public understanding of seis-
mic risks. Inspired by these global and
national examples, the proposed centre in
Delhi will not only focus on disaster risk
reduction but also integrate environmental
conservation, climate change mitigation, and
pollution control efforts, with a special
emphasis on cleaning the Yamuna River.

Yamuna, the lifeline of Delhi, has been bat-
tling severe pollution for decades. Industrial
waste, untreated sewage, and rampant
encroachments have turned this once-pris-

tine river into a toxic water body. The newly
elected government has placed Yamuna’s
rejuvenation at the forefront of its agenda,
recognising that a clean river is fundamen-
tal to public health, biodiversity conserva-
tion, and sustainable urban development.
However, government initiatives alone can-
not restore the Yamuna. Without widespread
community participation, even the most
well-intentioned policies will fall short. The
proposed centre will be crucial in mobilis-
ing citizens, educating them about the
importance of river conservation, and pro-
viding actionable solutions for sustainable
water management.

Environmental sustainability and disaster
resilience are deeply interconnected. Poor
waste management contributes to urban
flooding, air pollution exacerbates respira-
tory diseases, and deforestation heightens
vulnerability to climate-induced disasters.
The centre will function as a convergence
point where experts, policymakers, students,
and local communities come together to find
innovative and practical solutions. Through
interactive exhibitions, hands-on training,
and community-driven campaigns, the cen-
tre will empower people to adopt sustainable
practices in their daily lives. It will promote
waste segregation, composting, and recy-
cling, significantly reducing Delhi’s landfill
burden. Additionally, it will advocate for
green energy solutions, urban afforestation,
and pollution control measures, aligning
with India’s commitments under the Paris
Agreement and the Sendai Framework for

Disaster Risk Reduction.
Public engagement will be at the heart of

this initiative. Schools, colleges, resident wel-
fare associations, and corporate sectors will
be actively involved in awareness campaigns,
training sessions, and workshops. The
younger generation, in particular, will be
encouraged to take ownership of environ-

mental stewardship,
ensuring long-term
impact. By fostering a

culture of responsi-
bility and collective
action, the centre will
create a ripple effect,
inspiring similar ini-
tiatives in other cities
and states.

Beyond its educa-
tional role, the centre
will also serve as a
research and policy
hub, providing sci-

entific insights and data-driven recom-
mendations to strengthen urban resilience.
It will facilitate collaboration between var-
ious government agencies, research institu-
tions, and civil society organisations to devel-
op integrated strategies for disaster prepared-
ness and environmental sustainability. With
real-time monitoring of air and water qual-
ity, the centre will enable authorities to take
proactive measures in pollution control and
disaster risk reduction.

This initiative is not just about creating
another institution-it is about transforming

Delhi into a model city for resilience and sus-
tainability. By integrating disaster risk reduc-
tion with environmental conservation, the
centre will facilitate enhancing public safe-
ty, improve air and water quality, and pro-
mote sustainable urban planning. The direct
economic benefits in the form of revenue will
be significant as well. Similar to the Bhuj
Earthquake Museum, which has become a
successful revenue-generating centre, YAJNA
is expected to attract students, researchers,
policymakers, and industry professionals
from across the country and beyond.
Educational programs, training courses,
and consultancy services will generate rev-
enue, ensuring the centre’s long-term viabil-
ity.

As Delhi embarks on a new chapter under
the leadership of the newly elected govern-
ment, the time to act is now. The commit-
ment to cleaning the Yamuna, controlling
pollution, managing waste effectively, and
building climate resilience must be translat-
ed into concrete actions. This initiative offers
a comprehensive and practical roadmap to
achieve these goals. By bringing together the
government, experts, and citizens, the cen-
tre will ensure that resilience and sustainabil-
ity become embedded in Delhi’s develop-
ment journey. A resilient Delhi is not just a
necessity-it is a responsibility we owe to
future generations.  

Delhi’s bold step towards sustainability
The newly elected Delhi government is setting ambitious goals for environmental sustainability and disaster

resilience, with a strong focus on cleaning the Yamuna River, pollution control, and waste management

SANJAY
CHANDRA
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From Goddesses to Subjugation
Madam —The editorial ‘Beyond the rhetoric’ should sen-
sitise all the concerned. History presents the picture of
women placed in high esteem and treated with dignity and
honour. Even where men were ruling women were guid-
ing them in the fields of diplomacy, finance and social issues.
We have many women rulers who have been envied by oth-
ers for their value, popularity they enjoyed, ability to rule
to the satisfaction of all their subjects. It is even said that
before the male God’s came in the scene it was Goddesses
who were actually worshiped. 

However, in due course of time they have yielded to the
dominance of men. Even today the society worships god-
desses but keeps women in a tamed status. In spite of their
fine and valuable contributions they should not learn and
recite Vedas. 

But women are springing up today proving themselves
to be the best in every field. There are scenes of rape and
denial their due rights also, which are the fallouts of the
impulsive rulers’ who still view the women gender as a sub-
jugated section. Some sections justify this by calling them
the dictum of the Gods.

If the government is really serious it can implement 
the deterrent provisions to stop the spate of rapes.
Women are paraded nude in public, raped and murder 
in Manipur. 

AG RAJMOHAN | ANANTAPUR 

India Fights Cancer
Madam—It is with reference to the news “ BJP to open 200
day care cancer centres this year: Nadda”. Central govern-
ment’s proposal of opening 200 day cancer centres in the
country in 2025- 26 to provide basic facilities to cancer
patients is a welcome move. It has also been planned to
establish such centres in all districts in the next three years
to treat cancer patients. In India, the number of cancer
patients is rising and the country needs to improve access
to cancer care. It is estimated that one in nine persons in
India are likely to develop cancer in their lifetime. 

Among the new cases breast, cervix and lung cancer are
the most frequently  reported. Though India has some of
the most advanced cancer treatment methods and technol-
ogy, there are still gaps in access and affordability. There
are also shortage of cancer care facilities, manpower 
and training. Early detection, screening, education, health
promotion and tobacco control are important to prevent
and control cancer. It is estimated that by 2050, there 
will be an 85 per cent increase in the number of new 
cancer cases and deaths in the WHO’S South East Asia
region. It is unfortunate.

Therefore, there is an urgent need for continued efforts
from clinicians, researchers and policy makers to collabo-
rate and find the most effective strategies to serve cancer
patients in the best way possible. 

P VICTOR SELVARAJ | TIRUNELVELI

Self-Defence or Self-Reliance?
Madam —The recent report from the Stockholm Peace
Research Institute which highlight the Arm Import by the
countries has revealed some of the really interesting facts.
The report designate India as the second largest arms
importing country after Ukraine, followed by Qatar.
Although, the fact is not shocking that India is the major
arm importing country, because we had a long history of
it. There is no such big problem in such imports, but the
shocking part of the story is that India fails to implement
its so called state of the art plan of Aatmnirbhar Bharat idea
of domestic arm manufacturing.

Whereas, China make a drastic shift of altering its import
status. It successfully managed to keep itself out of the top
ten importer ranking, paving the way for domestic man-
ufacturing of such critical arms and ammunition in their
own country.

Arms are the basic need for self defence for any nation,
which no country could ever think to avoid for. It is 
welcoming that despite India stand at the second position
in the arm importing list, the import goes 9.3 per cent 
down in 2020-2024, compared to the arm trade figures 
of 2015-19. 

In a bid to incline for self defence on our own, it is
required that India must start satisfying its arm need on
its own. We need to be self reliant for our self defence.

KIRTI WADHAWAN | KANPUR

Supreme Court had expressed con-
cerns over the plight of disabled pris-
oners which is against the Disability

Act 2016 passed by the Parliament and it
is worth mentionable that during that
Parliament session there was pandemoni-
um and Disability bill was passed and all
parties supported the bill and the Supreme
Court said a petition highlighting the trau-
ma and inhumane conditions suffered by
Professor G Saibaba and the elderly Stan
Swamy raised a “serious” issue about the
lack of disabled-friendly accommodation
and facilities in prisons across the country 

While Stan Swamy had passed away
while lodged in jail as an undertrial prison-
er, Saibaba had passed away last year a few
months after he was acquitted and released
from jail. The Supreme Court sought the
response of the Central government to a PIL
seeking adequate facilities for disabled pris-
oners in jails

The PIL cited the instances of treatment
meted out to Professor GN Saibaba and
Father Stan Swamy to highlight the severe

neglect of disabled prisoners and lack of
disabled-friendly accommodation, wash-
rooms and other facilities in jails.

While Stan Swamy passed away in
2021 while lodged in jail as an undertrial
prisoner in the Bhima Koregaon violence
case, Saibaba passed away last year a few
months after he was acquitted and released
from prison. The demise of Professor GN
Saibaba, a scholar and human rights
activist with disabilities, was directly attrib-
utable to his deteriorating health, exacer-
bated by prolonged incarceration and the
inhumane conditions of his detention.
Stan Swamy also struggled with disability
due to Parkinson’s syndrome and died while
in prison. He was denied medical treatment
and basic support,” the petition submitted. 

The PIL cited the instances of treatment
meted out to Professor GN Saibaba and
Father Stan Swamy to highlight the severe
neglect of disabled prisoners and lack of
disabled-friendly accommodation, wash-
rooms and other facilities in jails. 

YASH PAL RALHAN  | JALANDHAR  

SUPREME COURT  MOOTS FOR
DISABLED FRIENDLY PRISONS

Today, Prime Minister Navin
Chandra Ramgoolam and I decided
to give the India-Mauritius partnership
the status of ‘Enhanced Strategic Partnership’. We
decided that India will cooperate in building the new
Parliament building in Mauritius. This will be a gift to
Mauritius from the Mother of Democracy. India and
Maurities are connected not just by the Indian Ocean 
but by shared culture and values. We are 
each other’s partners on the path of economic
and social progress. 

NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA

TAKE

Leaderspeak

SATENDRA
SINGH

(The writer is former executive director, National
Institute of Disaster Management. Views expressed are

personal)

(The author is an electrical engineer with the Indian Railways and con-
ducts classes in creative writing. Views expressed are personal)

In a historic political shift, Mark Carney has been announced as the
next leader of the Liberal Party and the 24th Prime Minister of
Canada, succeeding Justin Trudeau. Carney won the leadership race

decisively, securing 131,674 votes, approximately 85.9 per cent of the bal-
lots. His transition into office marks a significant turning point for the
Liberal Party and Canada’s future, particularly in its economic policies and
international relations. Carney brings a wealth of economic expertise to the
position, having previously served as the Governor of both the Bank of
Canada (2008–2013) and the Bank of England (2013–2020). He is widely
credited with steering Canada through the 2008 financial crisis, earning
him a reputation as a pragmatic and reliable leader. His experience on the
global financial stage, positions him as a leader with strong economic acu-
men. A former Goldman Sachs executive, Carney has long been seen as a
steady hand in times of crisis, making him an ideal choice to ensure stabili-
ty and economic resilience in the face of global uncertainties.

One of Carney’s most immediate and critical challenges will be navigat-
ing Canada’s relationship with the United States, particularly with former
President Donald Trump returning to power. Trump’s previous tenure was
marked by a disdainful approach toward Canada, imposing tariffs on steel
and aluminum, challenging trade agreements, and openly criticising the
country’s economic policies. In his second term, Trump has become even
more vitriolic towards Canada. Carney’s economic background makes him
suited to address Trump’s aggressive trade tactics. Having managed finan-
cial stability through turbulent times, he is likely to adopt a measured yet
firm approach in negotiations. His experience in global financial leadership
suggests he will prioritise economic diplomacy, leveraging Canada’s trade
alliances, including the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) and the Canada-European Union trade
deal, to counterbalance US pressure.

However, Carney’s personal history with Trump presents an interesting
dynamic. In the past, he has been openly critical of Trump’s economic poli-
cies and even likened him to Voldemort, the infamous antagonist from
Harry Potter. While this past remark may resurface in political discourse,
Carney is expected to adopt a professional stance, emphasising economic
pragmatism over political rhetoric a stark departure from his predecessor. 

Carney’s leadership is expected to focus on economic stability, climate
change initiatives, and maintaining Canada’s social programs. Given his
strong advocacy for sustainable finance, his administration may prioritise
green investments, aligning Canada’s economic policies with global cli-
mate commitments. Trade diversification will be another key aspect of his
strategy. To mitigate the risk of overreliance on the US market, Carney may
seek to strengthen economic ties with Europe, Asia, and emerging markets,
reducing Canada’s vulnerability to American protectionism.

Mark Carney’s rise to Canada’s highest office brings a shift from
Trudeau’s leadership style to one deeply rooted in financial expertise and
economic strategy. Under Mark Carney’s leadership, Indo-Canada relations
are expected to take a pragmatic and economically driven turn. He is likely
to prioritise trade, investment, and economic collaboration with India.
Canada may seek to expand its role in sectors such as technology, clean
energy, and natural resources, aligning with India’s rapid economic growth.
However, political tensions, particularly surrounding issues like Khalistani
separatism, could remain a challenge. Carney’s diplomatic approach will
likely focus on de-escalation and fostering stronger ties through economic
partnerships rather than ideological confrontations. His leadership pre-
sents an opportunity for renewed negotiations on a long-pending free trade
agreement, which could significantly enhance bilateral trade. 

A known Trump critic, Mark Carney replaces Justin
Trudeau as Canada’s Prime Minister 

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



India’s industrial growth narrative presents an
alarming regional imbalance that cannot be
ignored. While western and southern states like
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,

and Telangana stand as formidable economic
powerhouses, their northern counterparts state such
as Punjab and Uttar Pradesh remain entrenched in
stagnation. This disparity poses a significant threat
to our ambition of achieving a ‘Viksit Bharat’ by
2047. A critical factor driving this divide is logis-
tics. The lack of adequate access to seaports makes
manufacturing in northern India prohibitively
expensive, crippling competitiveness and driving
away crucial investment. If we fail to rationalise
freight costs, the industrial sector in landlocked
states will perpetually struggle, deepening the eco-
nomic chasm.
Logistics: A Key Driver of 
Industrial Inequality
With a coastline stretching 4,316 km, southern and
western states possess undeniable locational advan-
tages that enable seamless exports to markets in
China, Korea, Taiwan, Japan, and throughout the
ASEAN region. Tamil Nadu dominates India’s auto-
mobile sector, while Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Karnataka, and Telangana lead in engineering, IT,
and textiles. Collectively, these five states account
for a staggering 53 per cent of India’s total facto-
ries, firmly establishing their dominance in indus-
trial growth. Maharashtra’s industrial sector has
experienced explosive growth, achieving a com-
pound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 11.77 per cent
from FY 2021-22 to 2023-24-the highest in the
nation. Tamil Nadu follows closely at 11.63 per cent,
with Telangana at 11.47 per cent, Gujarat at 10.2
per cent, and Karnataka at 8.47 per cent. In stark
contrast, northern states such as Haryana (7.1 per
cent), Punjab (6.78 per cent), and Uttar Pradesh (4.7
per cent) are falling behind, as highlighted by the
Economic Survey of these states.

The Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) for 2022-
23 further underscores this imbalance. Maharashtra
and Gujarat contribute nearly 40 per cent of India’s
industrial output, while Uttar Pradesh and Punjab
generate a mere 8.5 per cent and 2.8 per cent, respec-
tively. The exorbitant cost of transporting goods
from landlocked northern states to coastal export
hubs severely undermines competitiveness. This
issue has dampened overall industrial sentiment,
making these states far less attractive for both
domestic and foreign direct investment (FDI) com-
pared to their southern and western counterparts.

FDI trends paint a stark picture of this dispari-
ty. According to the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Maharashtra has emerged as the leading
recipient of FDI from FY 2021-22 to 2023-24,
attracting `5,32,429 Crore-an impressive 30 per cent
of total FDI equity inflows. Karnataka follows with
`3,89,483 Crore (22 per cent) and Gujarat with
`2,99,624 crore (17 per cent). Together, these three

states command an astounding 69 per cent of India’s
total FDI, while the remaining states are left with
a mere 31 per cent. This clearly illustrates how loca-
tional advantages significantly dictate industrial
investment.

Export statistics serve as further evidence of this
imbalance, with Gujarat and Maharashtra account-
ing for over 50 per cent of India’s total exports,
thanks to their robust seaport infrastructures.
Without immediate and decisive intervention,
this disparity will only continue to widen, threat-
ening the future economic landscape of our nation.
Seaport-Led Industrialisation: 
A Global Perspective
Seaports play a critical role in industrialisation.
Some countries, like China, have successfully
leveraged their coastal regions to expand manufac-
turing capabilities. In China, industrial hubs are
strategically located near ports, minimising logis-
tical costs. In contrast, India’s hinterland dry ports
and container depots are, on average, 1,400 km away

from seaports, leading to 
significantly higher export
and import costs. This dis-
tance compounds competi-
tion from China, which
accounted for nearly 42 per
cent of India’s textiles and
clothing imports, 40 per cent
of machinery imports, and
38.4 per cent of electronics
imports in 2023-24.

Why Freight Costs Matter
The Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) reported in 2022 that India’s logistics costs
are already 14 per cent higher than the global aver-
age, disproportionately affecting manufacturers in
landlocked northern states that rely on dry ports
as critical trade gateways. Manufacturers in these
areas face higher freight costs due to longer tran-
sit distances to seaports like Mumbai, Mundra,
Kandla, and Chennai. 

Dependence on road transport is 30-50 per cent

more expensive than rail. The lack of dedicated
freight corridors slows transportation efficiency and
increases operational expenses. Industries in north-
ern states not only receive raw materials from coastal
regions but also send finished products to markets
using the same routes. 

While dry ports have been established to bridge
this gap, they often function merely as booking cen-
tres rather than effective logistics solutions. As a
result, northern manufacturers face a double
freight burden, forcing many to relocate or shut
down operations due to unsustainable costs. In con-
trast, industrial clusters in coastal states benefit from
proximity to ports, enhancing their global trade
competitiveness and generating employment.

Railway freight initiatives: The Indian Railways
has successfully implemented targeted freight sub-
sidies in select sectors. First, A 40 per cent discount
is available for loading fly ash. Second, Traditional
Empty Flow Directions (TEFD) rebate up to a 20
per cent reduction in costs for freight that moves
along underutilised routes. Third, 157 ‘Kisan Rail’

services transport perishable goods and vegetables.
A 50 per cent subsidy on railway freight, funded
by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries under
the "Operation Greens" scheme, has significantly
boosted farm exports of agricultural commodities.
Fourth, the Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) offers a 20 per cent
Transport Incentive (TI) Scheme for finished
goods transported via rail or the Inland Waterways
Authority of India, from the port nearest to the loca-
tion of industrial units in the North-Eastern
Region (NER) to the buyers’ area.
How freight subsidy could be 
re-structured
Based on previous initiatives, a targeted Northern
States Freight Subsidy Program could be a game
changer and might be structured as follows:
Subsidised Rail Freight Rates: 

1.Offering up to a 30-40 per cent subsidy on
goods transported from northern dry ports to major
coastal hubs.

2-Expanding Empty Flow Rebates: Extending
TEFD rebates to northern states to make backhaul
freight more economical.

3-Infrastructure Development: Investing in mul-
timodal logistics parks and dedicated freight cor-
ridors in the northern states.
The Way Forward: 
The central government must not overlook its land-
locked northern states to achieve inclusive indus-
trial growth. Rail freight subsidies will support
micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs),
attract new investments, and create jobs. 

While global trade regulations often scrutinise
subsidies, the pricing autonomy of Indian Railways
allows for strategic adjustments in freight costs with-
out breaching World Trade Organisation (WTO)
rules. By revising freight structures, northern
manufacturers can enhance their global competi-
tiveness. If we aspire for a ‘Viksit Bharat’ (Developed
India), it is essential to ensure balanced industrial
progress. To conclude, India’s industrial growth is
marked by stark regional disparities, with south-
ern states  while northern states  lag behind. A key
driver of this imbalance is logistics, as landlocked
states face high freight costs that hinder competi-
tiveness and discourage investment. 

Proximity to seaports has enabled coastal states
to dominate exports, attract foreign direct invest-
ment, and develop thriving industrial sectors.  To
bridge this gap, India must implement a targeted
Northern States Freight Subsidy Program, includ-
ing subsidised rail freight rates, expanded empty
flow rebates, and enhanced logistics infrastructure.  

Teachers are more than just educators. They
are mentors, motivators and role models
who profoundly shape their students’ lives.

Teachers’ ability to inspire, adapt, and create last-
ing impact makes them unique. 

However, what saddens is that the fast-paced
nature of education has left the teachers physical-
ly, emotionally and mentally exhausted. 

Today, teacher burnout is real, and it is a grow-
ing crisis that affects not only educators but also
students and the overall quality of education.
Burnout, which is characterised by chronic stress,
exhaustion and a loss of motivation, has led many
skilled educators to leave the profession. 

Several factors such as excessive workload, lack
of support resources, wherein teachers work
beyond their contracted hours,  grading assign-
ments, preparing lesson plans, attending
meetings and handling administrative
tasks, along with the expectation to
constantly perform at high levels with
limited time have resulted to over-
whelming stress.

Many teachers, especially in under-
funded schools, are facing challenges
such as overcrowded classrooms, 
lack of teaching materials and inade-
quate support staff, which has forced
the teachers to find alternative 
solutions, often at the cost of their time
and money.

Teaching is an emotionally demand-
ing job. Today, a teacher apart from just teaching
has to support students academically and person-
ally, often acting as mentors, counsellors and care-
givers. They even have to deal with student trau-
ma, behavioural issues and academic struggles,
which, as per several studies, has taken a signif-
icant emotional toll. Studies also reveal that in
many countries, teachers are underpaid when
compared to other professionals with similar edu-
cation levels. This has led to financial stress and
has contributed to dissatisfaction and exhaustion. 

Due to their demanding schedules, many
teachers struggle to find time for themselves and
their families. The inability to maintain a work-
life balance has contributed to chronic fatigue and
decreased job satisfaction, resulting in teacher
burnout. 

Teacher burnout has serious consequences, not
only for teachers but also for the education sys-
tem as a whole. It is quite certain that once the
person develops chronic stress, it will lead to phys-
ical health issues such as headaches, high blood
pressure and insomnia. Not only this, it will also
increase the risk of anxiety, depression and emo-
tional exhaustion. Such teachers will at the same
time struggle to maintain the same level of enthu-
siasm, patience and creativity in their teaching,
affecting student engagement and learning out-
comes.

Today, many dedicated educators are leaving
this noble profession due to burnout, resulting in
teacher shortages and the loss of experienced pro-
fessionals. 

Consequently, schools are compelled to hire less
experienced teachers, which impacts the overall
quality of education. When teachers experience
burnout, students feel less supported and moti-
vated. A disengaged or emotionally drained
teacher can create a negative learning environ-
ment, impacting student performance and well-
being.

It is high time to address teacher burnout
through systemic changes at multiple levels,
requiring action from schools, governments 
and society to create a healthier teaching environ-
ment. Reducing workload by implementing 

manageable schedules, providing admin-
istrative support and minimising 
unnecessary paperwork can help alle-
viate stress. 

Additionally, offering mental health
resources, counselling services and
stress management programs can sup-
port teachers in coping with emotion-
al challenges. Increasing salaries, pro-
viding financial incentives and recog-
nising teachers’ efforts, can enhance
job satisfaction and reduce financial
stress. 
Conclusion

Above all, promoting work-life balance by 
limiting after-hours communication, ensuring
adequate breaks and offering flexible schedules is
crucial. Furthermore, fostering a supportive
work environment through strong leadership, 
collaboration, mentorship programs and profes-
sional development can make teachers feel valued.
Lastly, granting teachers more autonomy by
reducing excessive standardised testing and
allowing them to design engaging, student-cen-
tred lessons can boost motivation and fulfilment. 

There is no denying that teacher burnout is a
serious issue that demands immediate attention.
Without proper intervention, the education sys-
tem risks losing passionate and skilled educators,
which will ultimately affect students’ success and
the future of education. 

Investing in teacher well-being is not just about
improving their lives, rather it is about ensuring
a better future for generations to come. To con-
clude, teachers are the backbone of education. Yet,
the growing demands of the profession have left
many educators physically, emotionally, and
mentally drained. Teachers have a larger respon-
sibility towards the society. If they are emotion-
ally, mentally and physically fit they can deliver
what it takes to build a nation!

India’s economic trajectory under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi blends rigorous
analysis with bold policy moves. The BJP-led

government has combined openness to foreign
capital — through Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) and Foreign Institutional Investment
(FII) — with initiatives to boost self-reliance.
Economists and policymakers alike recognise
foreign investment as a pillar of economic sta-
bility, providing critical financing, technology,
and market access across sectors. This balanced
strategy favours pro-growth reforms while
building domestic capacity.
FDI AND FII: Temporary Boost For
Long-Term Self-Reliance
Surging FDI inflows have strengthened India’s
growth and stability. Annual FDI hit a record
$83.6 Billion in FY2021-22, almost double the
$45 Billion in 2014. This reflects investors’ con-
fidence in India’s reform agenda. Manufacturing
FDI alone jumped 76 per cent in FY2021-22 after
initiatives like Make in India, and even post-
COVID FDI inflows were 23  per cent higher
than pre-pandemic levels, underscoring sus-
tained foreign trust during crises.

FII has been crucial in bolstering India’s finan-
cial markets and boosting its economy. India has
managed to extract maximum advantage out of
FII Inflows to improve market liquidity and rein-
force a strong balance of payments position.
Moreover, the Modi government’s economic
policies have inspired considerable confidence
in the Indian economy among global investors
leading to ever-increasing inflows of capital that
have further firmed up the Indian economy.
Timely and proactive actions taken by policy-
makers from targeted liquidity infusions during
the 2020 global crisis to automatic stabilisers
have mitigated volatility and supported growth
momentum.

This bolstered economic momentum, 
with its cadre of dedicated professionals, star-
tups, and thriving industries, has catapulted
India to a challenging, productive, and sustain-
able global positioning of higher foreign 
investments.
Transformative Impact 
Across Key Sectors
Liberalised foreign investment regulations have
funnelled significant capital reserves into forma-
tive industries including information technol-
ogy, manufacturing infrastructure, healthcare,
agribusiness, and education.

Technology corporations have been top ben-
eficiaries, with the software and hardware sec-
tor attracting approximately 25  per cent of all
foreign direct investment inflows in fiscal year
2021-2022, underscoring India’s emergence as
a global technology leader. Manufacturing

industries have gained momentum thanks to
both foreign capital and domestic incentives
designed to stimulate job creation and output.
The innovative Production-Linked Incentive
schemes introduced in 2020 have since incen-
tivised `1.32 Trillion in new investments while
expanding total production value by a stagger-
ing `10.9 Trillion, generating hundreds of
thousands of well-compensated employment
opportunities.
Strategic Reforms Boost 
Self-Reliance 
PM Modi has aligned the overarching policy
goals of self-reliance with encouraging foreign
investment. Prime Minister Modi has shifted
policy to turn self-reliance into both a goal and

an opportunity for foreign
investors. Launched in 2020

with a $20 Trillion stim-
ulus, the Atmanirbhar
Bharat mission epitomis-
es India’s pursuit for self-
reliant growth; more effi-
cient, competitive and
resilient economies that
welcome foreign partic-
ipation which can
strengthen the domestic
base.

Defence manufactur-
ing is a case in point. The

FDI cap on it was raised from 49  per cent to 74
per cent to attract joint ventures and technolo-
gy transfer. On a broader scale, substantive lib-
eralisation of FDI across all sectors (from coal
mining and aviation to insurance and the inter-
net) along with simplifying investment rules has
radically improved India’s investor-friendly
environment. Together with the Make in India
initiative, this ensures that foreign investment
enters the country in forms that are consistent
with national goals and strengthen the industri-
al foundation.
Self-Reliant Growth 
Continuing reforms and overall multi-sector
growth should keep India firmly on the map as
a global place for investment. Nearly constant
inflows from abroad, gains in sectors besides
heavy industry, and a market that has been proof
of the strength of this strategy.

Consequently, strategic foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) and foreign institutional investors
(FII) will continue to play important roles in
India’s pursuit of balanced development. By
keeping up steady government policies and
forming international partnerships, India can
achieve economic self-reliance. This formula for
success will ensure that India is a strong and
resilient economic power.

Conclusion
The challenge of balancing foreign investment
with self-reliant economic growth in India has
its roots in the socialist Nehruvian policies.
Historically, India has oscillated between pro-
tectionist policies and open-market reforms.
Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship, the government has pursued a dual
approach: encouraging Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) and Foreign Institutional
Investment (FII) while simultaneously strength-
ening domestic industries.The core issue being
tackled is how India can leverage foreign capi-
tal for growth without becoming overly depen-
dent on external funding. 

FDI brings in critical capital, technology, 
and expertise, which boost infrastructure, 
manufacturing, and technology sectors.
Meanwhile, FII helps stabilise financial markets
and improve liquidity. However, excessive
reliance on foreign investments can lead to 
economic vulnerabilities, particularly during
global downturns.

India has addressed this issue by implement-
ing structural reforms such as Make in India,
Atmanirbhar Bharat, and Production-Linked
Incentives (PLI).

These initiatives ensure that foreign invest-
ments align with national priorities, fostering job
creation, technological advancements, and
industrial self-sufficiency.In essence, the prob-
lem being analysed is whether India can sustain
high economic growth, attract global invest-
ments, and enhance self-reliance without com-
promising financial stability.  

India’s economic trajectory under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi reflects a strategic blend
of foreign investment and self-reliance. 

The record-breaking inflows of FDI and FII
underscore global confidence in India’s reform
agenda, strengthening financial markets, indus-
trial growth, and employment generation.
Initiatives like Make in India, Production-
Linked Incentives, and Atmanirbhar Bharat have
ensured that foreign investments align with
national priorities, bolstering domestic capabil-
ities while sustaining economic expansion.

The liberalisation of foreign investment reg-
ulations across key sectors such as technology,
manufacturing, and defense has attracted signif-
icant capital and fostered innovation.

The Modi government’s pragmatic policies
have mitigated global economic volatility, 
creating a resilient economic environment 
that can weather crises and sustain long-term
growth. India’s rise as a technology and indus-
trial powerhouse is a testament to this strategic
approach.
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teacher burnout
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India’s industrial landscape is marked by a stark regional imbalance, with western and southern states  surging ahead while northern states struggle
to keep pace. Without urgent intervention to rationalise freight costs and improve logistics infrastructure, northern states risk falling further behind
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Nearly 550 Indians rescued from scam
centres near Myanmar-Thailand border
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Bangkok

The Indian Embassy here in close coordi-
nation with its counterpart at Yangon in
neighbouring Myanmar has ensured

repatriation of 549 Indians after rescuing
them from scam centres operating in areas near
the Myanmar-Thailand border, officials said on
Wednesday. The Indian nationals were repa-
triated through Mae Sot in Thailand to India
on March 10 and 11 by two special flights,
according to the Indian Embassy in Thailand.

“This is part of Government of India’s sus-
tained efforts to secure release and repatriation
of Indian nationals who were lured with fake
job offers and were made to work in scam-cen-
tres in the neighbouring countries of Thailand,”
the Embassy said in a post on X.

Earlier on Tuesday, the Indian Embassy at
Yangon said in a post on X: “In coordination
with Myanmar’s Union authorities and local
groups, 283 Indian nationals at scam com-
pounds in the Myawaddy area of Myanmar
were released and repatriated yesterday through
Mae Sot in Thailand. Strongly reiterate our
advice against such job offers.”

It followed up with another post on
Wednesday that pointed out how “the second
batch of 266 Indian nationals from scam cen-
tres in Myawaddy were repatriated to India via
Mae Sot yesterday.”

The Indian Embassy thanked “the border
authorities and @IndiainThailand for seamless
coordination and support” and reiterated:
“We firmly advise against such job offers in the
area.”

Earlier on Monday, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said in New Delhi that the gov-
ernment of India has been making sustained
efforts to secure the release and repatriation of
Indian nationals lured to various southeast
Asian countries, including Myanmar, with fake
job offers.

“These persons were subsequently made to
indulge in cybercrime and engage in other
fraudulent activities in scam centres operating
in regions along the Myanmar-Thailand bor-
der,” MEA said in a statement on Monday.

The post by the Indian Embassy at Thailand
also advised the Indian nationals to verify cre-
dentials of foreign employers and check the
antecedents of recruiting agents and companies,
before taking up job offers.

The MEA statement echoed the sentiment:
“The government of India wishes to reiter-
ate its caution, circulated earlier from time

to time through advisories and social media posts, about such
rackets.

“Indian nationals are once again advised to verify credentials
of foreign employers through Missions abroad and check the
antecedents of recruiting agents and companies before taking up
a job offer.”

According to media reports, Myawaddy and Tachilek near
Thailand-Myanmar border have been known as safe havens for
criminal syndicates that have trapped thousands of people from
across South Asia forcing them to run online scam centres.
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GIRNAR FOUNDATION SPREADS LOVE AND JOY WITH MISSION
(DDLJ) CAMPAIGN
Gurugram: Girnar Foundation, the CSR arm of
CarDekho Group, launched ‘Mission DDLJ’
(Donate and Deliver Love & Joy) to spread
kindness and strengthen community bonds in
Jaipur and Gurugram. The initiative impacted
over 1,000 children and senior citizens through
thoughtfully curated programs designed to
create meaningful change.

VIT-AP UNIVERSITY HOSTS ONLINE EDP ON SCIENTIFIC SAFETY
DURING NATIONAL SAFETY WEEK

Amaravati: As part of National Safety Week, the
Department of Chemistry, VIT-AP University, in
collaboration with Deccan Fine Chemicals and
the American Chemical Society (ACS), is
organising an Employee Development 
Program (EDP) on Scientific Safety from 
March 10 to 15, 2025.

INBRIEF

Industrial production grows 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India’s industrial production growth
accelerated to 5 per cent in January
2025, driven by a rebound in manu-
facturing activity, according to official

data released on Wednesday.
The government has also revised the

December 2024 industrial output figure to
3.5 per cent from the provisional estimate
of 3.2 per cent released in the previous
month, an official statement said.

The IIP growth in November 2024 was
5 per cent.

The pace of factory output growth stood
at 5 per cent in January 2025.

The country’s factory output, measured
in terms of the Index of Industrial

Production (IIP), witnessed 4.2 per cent
growth in January 2024.

The data released by the National
Statistic Office (NSO) showed that the
manufacturing sector’s output grew by 5.5
per cent in January 2025, up from 3.6 per
cent in the year-ago month.

Mining production growth declined to
4.4 per cent from 6 per cent year-on-year.

Power output growth slowed to 2.4 per
cent in January 2025 from 5.6 per cent a
year ago. In the April-January 2024-25
period, the IIP grew 4.2 per cent, slow-
er than 6 per cent recorded in the year-
ago period.

As per use-based classification, the cap-
ital goods segment growth accelerated to
7.8 per cent in January 2024 against 3.2 per

cent in the year-ago period.Consumer
durables (or white goods production) grew
by 7.2 per cent during the reporting
month against a growth of 11.6 per cent
in January 2024.

In January 2025, consumer non-durables
output contracted 0.2 per cent compared to
a growth of 0.3 per cent a year ago.According
to the data, infrastructure/construction
goods reported a growth of 7 per cent in
January 2025, up from a 5.5 per cent expan-
sion in the year-ago period. The data also
showed that the output of primary goods
logged a 5.5 per cent growth in January 2025
against 2.9 per cent a year earlier.The expan-
sion in the intermediate goods segment was
5.2 per cent in the month under review,
slightly down from 5.3 per cent a year ago.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Retail inflation slipped to seven-
month low of 3.61 per cent in
February mainly due to easing

prices of vegetables, eggs, and other pro-
tein-rich items, creating space for the
RBI to go for another cut in interest rate
next month.

The consumer price index-based
retail inflation was at 4.26 per cent in
January and 5.09 per cent in February
2024. The previous low was witnessed 
in July.

The consumer price index (CPI) has
been in the comfort zone of the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) since
November 2024.

“There is a decline of 65 basis points
in headline inflation of February 2025 in
comparison to January 2025. It is the
lowest year-on-year inflation after July
2024,” the National Statistics Office
(NSO) said while releasing the CPI. 

Year-on-year food inflation for
February was 3.75 per cent.

“A sharp decline of 222 basis points
is observed in food inflation in February
2025 in comparison to January 2025. The
food inflation in February 2025 is the
lowest after May 2023,” NSO said.

A significant decline in headline infla-

tion and food inflation during February
has been mainly attributed to decline in
inflation of vegetables, egg, meat and
fish, pulses and products, and milk and
products.

Key items having lowest year-on-year
inflation in February were ginger 
(-35.81 per cent), jeera (-28.77 per
cent),  tomato (-28.51 per cent) ,  
cauliflower (-21.19 per cent), garlic 
(-20.32 per cent).

On the other hand, top items with
highest inflation were coconut oil (54.48
per cent), coconut (41.61 per cent), gold
(35.56 per cent), silver (30.89 per cent),
and onion (30.42 per cent).

Data on urban inflation showed a sig-
nificant decline from 3.87 per cent in
January 2025 to 3.32 per cent in
February. A similar decline was observed
in food inflation, which decreased from
5.53 per cent to 3.20 per cent in February.

A sharp decline in headline and food
inflation in the rural sector was also
observed in February to 3.79 per cent
from 4.59 per cent a month earlier.

The lowest inflation was in Telangana
(1.31 per cent) and highest in Kerala
(7.31 per cent).

The RBI, which has been mandated
to ensure retail inflation remains at 4 per
cent (+/- 2 per cent), has reduced the

short-term lending rate (repo) by 25
basis points last month on easing con-
cerns on the inflation front.

The central bank is scheduled to
announce the next set of bi-monthly
monetary policy on April 9.

ICRA Chief Economist Aditi Nayar
said the CPI inflation declined sharper
than expected to a seven-month low,
appreciably below the mid-point of the
RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee’s
medium-term target range, led by a wel-
come cooling in food inflation.

“However, we believe that the sequen-
tial uptick in vegetables inflation in
March 2025 is likely to prevent a further
softening in the food and beverages
inflation print in the month, after the
substantial cooling seen over the past
four months,” she said.

Nayar further said the February
inflation print falling well below 4 per
cent has cemented the expectation of a
back-to-back 25 basis points rate cut in
the April 2025 MPC meeting. 

This may be followed by another 25
bps repo rate cut either in the June 2025
or the August 2025 meetings, she added.

NSO collects the price data from
selected 1,114 urban markets and 1,181
villages covering all states/UTs on a
weekly roster. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

The rupee turned almost flat and
traded with a marginal loss of 1
paisa at 87.22 against the US dol-

lar in early trade on Wednesday amid
volatile sentiment due to uncertainties
over trade tariff. According to forex ana-
lysts, a strengthening American curren-
cy index and a recovery in crude oil
prices also added pressure on the local
unit, which was already weighed down
due to selling in domestic equity and the
continuous outflow of foreign capital.

They said, market participants were
also trading cautiously awaiting cues
from macroeconomic data to be released
in India and the US later in the day.

At the interbank foreign exchange, the
rupee opened at 87.24, tumbled to 87.32
and then gained to 87.22 against the
greenback in early deals, trading 1 paisa
lower from its previous closing level.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength against
a basket of six currencies, was trading
higher by 0.07 per cent at 103.55. Brent
crude, the global oil benchmark, traded
0.66 per cent higher at US 70.02 per bar-
rel in futures trade. Domestic equity mar-
ket traded on a flat note with the 30-share
BSE Sensex falling marginally by 0.28
points to 74,102.04 points and the broad-
er Nifty sliding 10.70 points, or 0.05 per
cent, to 22,487.20 points.

Foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
offloaded equities worth ` 2,823.76
crore on a net basis on Tuesday, accord-
ing to exchange data. According to
experts, the uncertainties over tariff
moves intensified after President Donald
Trump said the US would double the
forthcoming levy on steel and alumini-
um to 50 per cent if they come from
Canada but later hinted that he might
reconsider the additional hike.

Inflation falls below 4 per cent in February

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Acknowledging the incidence of
illegal coal mining, including rat-
hole extraction, the Centre on

Wednesday said it is the responsibility of
state governments to stop such activities
and action against mining mafia cannot
be successful without their cooperation.

Replying to questions, including by
Gowaal Kagada Padavi of the Congress
and Nishikant Dubey of the BJP, Union
Coal Minister G Kishan Reddy said in the
Lok Sabha that the Cenre is working in
close coordination with states to lower the
number of accidents in coal fields.

Asked about the recent accident and
loss of lives at a coal mine in Assam where
rat-hole mining was allegedly being car-
ried out, Reddy said that he has spoken
to Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
on the matter.

“It is the responsibility of the state gov-
ernment to check rat-hole mining,” he
said. “We need the cooperation of the
state government too. I had a meeting
with (Jharkhand) Chief Minister Hemant
Soren and I am hopeful that we will be
successful in our plans,” he said.

Reddy said the Assam chief minister
has conveyed to him that around 250 rat-
hole mining sites have been closed down
in the state and 12 people were arrested
in this connection.

Replying to another supplementary
question raised by Dubey on alleged ille-
gal mining in Jharkhand, which has large
coal reserves, he said the state police and
government have to act against such
activities as it is their responsibility.

Reddy said the central government has
a zero-tolerance approach towards coal
mafia and violence in coal mining activ-
ities. Dubey said an NTCP official was
killed in Jharkhand and illegal mining has
heightened safety concerns for public sec-
tor coal firms like BCCL, ECL and CCL
working in the region.

He said his Lok Sabha constituency
Godda is home to Asia’s largest coal block
and accused the JMM-led state govern-
ment of not cooperating to curb illegal
mining.Reddy said illegal mining has
been going on in the state for many years
and he had recently met Jharkhand
Chief Minister Soren over the issue.

Safety in coal mines is a top priority
for the central government and it is work-
ing to reduce accidents in coal mines.

“We have taken a number of steps to
reduce accidents in coal mines and
results have started coming in,” he said.

Asked about the unabated under-
ground blaze in coal mines in
Jharkhand’s Jharia, Reddy said the fire
has been going on for over a century and
the central government is working to
douse it completely.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Parliament on Wednesday passed a
bill that seeks to amend the exist-
ing law governing exploration

and production of oil and gas as well as
delink petroleum operations from min-
ing operations to boost investment in
the sector.

The Lok Sabha cleared the Oilfields
(Regulation and Development)
Amendment Bill, 2024, on Wednesday.
The bill was passed by the Rajya Sabha
on December 3, 2024.

Replying to the discussion on the bill,
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said India is the
only country in the world where in the
reference period of last three years, the
prices of petrol and diesel have actual-
ly come down.

“We have brought down the prices of
petrol and diesel because the prime
minister reduced the central excise
(duty) on two occasions,” Puri assert-
ed and took a swipe at the Opposition,
saying that Congress-ruled states have
increased VAT (Value Added Tax) on
petrol and diesel. Prices in neighbour-
hood countries are 15 to 25 per cent
higher than in India. Equally, prices in
Western Europe and US are much
higher than in India, he said.

While moving the bill for consider-
ation and passage in the Lok Sabha, Puri
said it does not alter the existing level-

playing field for both public and private
sectors. “The oil bill aims to resolve one
of the biggest grievances of global oil
companies interested in investing in
India by providing stability in operation,
both in terms of tenure of the lease and
the condition. The bill also does not
alter the rights of the states, which will
continue to give petroleum leases and
receive royalties as before.

“The bill also does not alter the exist-
ing level-playing field and offers no
preference to either the private or the
public sector,” the minister said.

Among others, the bill aims to
decriminalise some of the provisions of
the original Oilfields (Regulation and
Development) Act, 1948, by introduc-
ing “penalties, adjudication by an adju-
dicating authority and appeal as against
the order of adjudicating authority”.

Besides, it seeks to introduce ‘petro-
leum lease’ and expands the definition
of mineral oils to include crude oil, nat-
ural gas, petroleum, condensate, coal
bed methane, oil shale, shale gas, shale
oil, tight gas, tight oil and gas hydrate,

with a view to raising domestic output
and cutting reliance on imports, he said.

In his reply, Puri stressed that the
government is  taking a holist ic
approach, and that the overall strategy
is to increase domestic exploration
and production as also to increase
clean energy.

Elaborating further, Puri said the
long-term strategy for energy security
revolves around the trilemma of avail-
ability, affordability and sustainability.
“So far, we have navigated all three very
successfully,” he noted. Currently, India
is importing oil from 39 countries and
in fact, also buying from a 40th coun-
try. “We will buy from wherever we have
to... We do not distinguish between the
sources of our supply,” the minister said.

Congress leader Manish Tewari,
while initiating the discussion, said the
draft law “lacks vision and roadmap”.

Referring to oil imports, Tewari
claimed that India was not “future
ready”. “What is required is a roadmap
to make India energy sufficient, which
unfortunately is completely missing.
What is the government planning to do
to encourage independent oil explorers?
Is there anything in the bill that incen-
tivises them,” Tewari asked. 

As far as the bill is concerned, he said
it makes minor changes here and there
but a vision is missing. “You’re not a
government that was sworn in yester-
day, but 11 years ago”.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA nNew Delhi

Retail inflation slipped to 3.61 per cent
in February mainly due to the
decline in the rate of price rise in veg-

etables and protein-rich items, creating
space for the Reserve Bank of India for sec-
ond reduction in interest rate next month.
The consumer price index-based retail
inflation was at 4.26 per cent in January and
5.09 per cent in February 2024.

The year-on-year inflation rate for
February 2025 was 3.75 per cent, showed
the data released by the National Statistics
Office (NSO). “A sharp decline of 222 basis
points is observed in food inflation in
February 2025 in comparison to January
2025,” it said.

The NSO said the significant decline in
headline inflation and food inflation dur-
ing February is mainly attributed to the
decline in inflation of vegetables, egg, meat,
and fish, pulses and products; and milk and
products. The RBI, which has been man-
dated to ensure retail inflation remains at
4 per cent (+/- 2 per cent), has reduced the
short-term lending rate (repo) by 25 basis
points last month on easing concerns on
the inflation front.

Retail inflation
eases to 
3.61 per cent:
Government

Parliament amends law on oilfields development

IT industry to see 4 per cent to 6 per cent revenue growth 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Indian IT companies are expected to see
moderate revenue growth of 
4 to 6 per cent in FY26, with hiring like-

ly to remain subdued until growth accel-
erates towards the end of the 
fiscal year, according to credit rating
agency Icra.

The agency projected attrition level 
to average 12 to 13 per cent over the 
near term.

“Icra projects its sample set of Indian IT
services companies (which account 
for 60 per cent of the industry in revenue
terms) to witness a moderate 4 to 6 per
cent revenue expansion in USD terms in
FY2026.

“Moreover, hiring is likely to remain low
until the growth momentum picks up by
the end of FY2026,” it said.

Icra’s sample set recorded a year-on-year
revenue growth of 3.6 per cent in USD
terms during the first nine months of
FY2025.

This growth was part of a gradual recov-
ery over the past three quarters, aided by
a lower base from FY2024. Additionally,
there was a slight increase in discretionary
spending by customers in the BFSI and
retail sectors in certain markets, along with
investments in Generative AI initiatives
that led to new orders, Icra said.

The sample set includes Birlasoft,
Coforge, Cyient, HCL Technologies,
Infosys, LTIMindtree, L&T Technology
Services, Mastek, Mphasis, Oracle
Financial Services Software, Persistent
Systems, Tata Consultancy Services, Tech
Mahindra, Wipro, and Zensar
Technologies.

Icra Vice President & Sector Head

Deepak Jotwani said the growth momen-
tum for ICRA’s sample set of IT services
companies is likely to remain muted over
the near term, owing to the looming uncer-
tainty related to the imposition of the US
trade tariffs and macroeconomic head-
winds across the key markets of the US 
and Europe.

Policy changes by the US government
for key sectors catered to by Indian IT ser-
vices companies as well as future interest
rate trajectory will remain the key moni-
torables, he said.

The IT industry experienced relief due
to reduced attrition rates and wage cost
inflation, which were significant con-
cerns during FY2023 and the first half of
FY2024.

“Icra expects hiring to remain low in the
near term until the growth momentum
picks up by the end of FY2026. Lower hir-

ing activity can also be correlated with
higher investments by the industry in
GenAI and the expected benefits in terms
of increased productivity and cost savings,”
the agency said.

Major Indian IT services companies
have trained a significant number of their
employees in Generative AI skills and are
now expanding their capabilities and ser-
vice offerings to provide GenAI-based
solutions to their clients, it added.

“This has started to show results as the
inflow of GenAI-related deals for major
industry players has risen in recent quar-
ters and is expected to pick up materially
over the medium term, as overall technol-
ogy adoption is more pervasive. 

The healthcare and BFSI sectors remain
the early adopters of AI/GenAI capabili-
ties and continue to invest in the same,”
Jotwani said.

Onus on states to curb illegal

coal mining: Union Coal Minister

Madhya Pradesh increases Budget 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh government
on Wednesday presented a `4.21
Lakh Crore Budget for 2025-26

with no new taxes while announcing
new schemes for development of reli-
gious sites.

Finance Minister Jagdish Devda pre-
sented the `4,21,032 Crore budget, a 15
per cent increase over the last fiscal, in
the legislative assembly here. 

He estimated the fiscal deficit at 4.66
per cent of the Gross State Domestic
Product. 

The budget was for “Viksit (devel-
oped) Madhya Pradesh”, he said.
Among other things, `Omkareshwar
Lok’ will be developed on the lines of
Ujjain’s Mahakal Lok corridor, he said.

He allotted `47,296 Crore for schemes
for Scheduled Tribes and `32,633
Crore for those for the Scheduled
Castes. 

A provision of `18,669 Crore was
made for the Mukhya Mantri Laadli
Behna Yojana under which monthly
financial assistance is provided to 
eligible women. 

Devda, who is the state’s deputy
Chief Minister, also announced a pro-
vision of `10 Crore for Shrikrishna
Pathey Yojana. 

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav had
earlier said religious sites associated
with Lord Sri Krishna’s life will be
developed under the scheme. 

Similarly, `30 Crore were allocated
for development of ‘Ram Path Gaman’
and the town of Chitrakoot.

Sensex, Nifty
end moderately
lower on 
selling in IT,
telecom stocks

NEW DELHI: RUPEE VS DOLLAR: PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Equity benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty closed moderately
lower on Wednesday due to

heavy selling pressure in IT, telecom,
and realty stocks amid growing 
concerns over a possible global 
economic slowdown. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex fell 72.56
points or 0.10 per cent to close at
74,029.76. During the session, it tum-
bled 504.16 points or 0.68 per cent to
touch a low of 73,598.16.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty slipped
27.40 points or 0.12 per cent to end
at 22,470.50. In the session, it fell
168.35 points or 0.74 per cent to hit
an intraday low of 22,329.55.

From the Sensex pack, Infosys,
Tech Mahindra, Nestle India, Tata
Consultancy Ser vices,  HCL
Technologies, Asian Paints, Axis Bank,
Zomato, Hindustan Unilever, and
Bharti Airtel were among the laggards.

On the other hand, IndusInd Bank,
Tata Motors, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Bajaj Finance, HDFC Bank, ITC, Sun
Pharma, Bajaj Finserv and UltraTech
Cement were the gainers.

The BSE Smallcap gauge fell 0.48
per cent, while the midcap index
slipped 0.57 per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral indices,
Focussed IT,  IT,  Teck,  Realty,
Telecommunication, Metal, Capital
Goods, Services, and Industrial were
among the major laggards. 

In contrast, Energy, FMCG, finan-
cial services, Healthcare, Utilities,
Auto, Bankex, Consumer Durables,
Oil & Gas, and Power were the 
gainers.

In Asian markets, Tokyo, Seoul,
Shanghai and Hong Kong ended on a
mixed note.

European markets were trading
higher in the mid-session deals on
Wednesday. Wall Street ended in the
negative zone on Tuesday.

Global benchmark Brent crude oil
went up 0.34 per cent to $69.80 
a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
sold equities worth `2,823.76 Crore,
while Domestic Institutional Investors
(DIIs) purchased equities worth
`2,001.79 Crore on Tuesday, accord-
ing to the exchange data.

The 30-share BSE Sensex on
Tuesday settled down by 12.85 points
at 74,102.32. The broader Nifty of NSE
advanced 37.60 points to close at
22,497.90.

MRF Vice Chairman takes over as ATMA Chairman
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Automotive Tyre Manufacturers’
Association on Wednesday said
Arun Mammen, Vice Chairman

and Managing Director of MRF Ltd has
been elected as its new Chairman.

Mammen takes over with immediate
effect from Arnab Banerjee, MD and CEO
of CEAT Ltd, Automotive Tyre
Manufacturers’ Association (ATMA) said
in a statement.

The national industry body for the auto-
motive tyre sector in India further said
Hiroshi Yoshizane, Managing Director
Bridgestone India is its new Vice
Chairman.

Mammen takes over as Chairman of
ATMA at a crucial juncture as the organ-
isation is celebrating 2025 as Golden
Jubilee year, it added.

On his new role, Mammen said the
Indian tyre industry should have plans in
place to be a major global supplier during

the decade and he would work towards
policy enablers so as to make industry
more competitive and technologically
superior to meet the needs of developed
countries.

Mammen was appointed Managing
Director of MRF Ltd in 2004 and Vice
Chairman and Managing Director in
2017. He is a graduate from the Madras
Christian College, and also holds a Master’s
Degree in Business Administration (MBA)
from the Ashland University, US. 

Rupee trades almost flat  

We have brought down the
prices of petrol and 

diesel because the prime minister
reduced the central excise 
(duty) on two occasions

— HARDEEP SINGH PURI, PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS MINISTER
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

Manchester United unveiled
plans on Tuesday to build the
“world’s greatest” soccer 
stadium. A proposed 100,000-

seater arena, costing around 2 billion
pounds ($2.6 billion), would be built
next to United’s current Old Trafford home
and surpass Wembley Stadium as the
biggest in the United Kingdom.

“Manchester United is the world’s most
favorite football club and, in my view, is
the biggest and deserves a stadium fitting
of its stature,” part owner Jim Ratcliffe said.

Work could begin as early as this year,
with completion by the 2030-31 season, the
club said.

Ratcliffe, who is one of Britain’s richest
people, said the new venue could be a
tourist attraction in the manner of the
Eiffel Tower.

“We have 1 billion people around the
world who follow Manchester United.
They will all want to visit this stadium,” he
said. Designed by British architect Norman
Foster, the first released images of the 
stadium include three giant tentpoles that
would be seen from 40 kilometers (25
miles) away. They support a surrounding

covered area, which he describes as
“arguably the largest public space in 
the world.”

Wembley is currently the biggest stadi-
um in the UK, with a capacity of 90,000,
and is home to England’s national soccer
teams. Twickenham, the national rugby
stadium, holds 82,500.

Old Trafford is the country’s biggest ded-
icated soccer stadium with a capacity of
just over 74,000, but is dated in compar-
ison to the likes of the Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium in London, which regularly hosts
NFL games.

Old Trafford, which was bombed dur-
ing World War II, has been home to United

since 1910.
Under the plans, the 20-time English

champion said it would not need to relo-
cate during the construction process. It is
estimated it would take around 12 months
to disassemble Old Trafford once the new
stadium is completed.

Ratcliffe paid $1.3 billion for an initial

25% stake in United last year and made a
new stadium one of his priorities.

“Today marks the start of an incredibly
exciting journey to the delivery of what will
be the world’s greatest football stadium,”
Ratcliffe said. “Our current stadium has
served us brilliantly for the past 115 years,
but it has fallen behind the best arenas in
world sport.”

United has not set a start date yet but
Foster said building work, which could
include pre-fabricated parts and a
“Meccano” type construction, could mean
it is completed in five years.

The timing would likely rely on govern-
ment involvement in what United wants
to be part of a wider project to regenerate
the surrounding Old Trafford area. It said
it would be worth 7.3 Billion pounds ($9.4
Billion) to the UK Economy, and the UK
Government has already voiced its support
for the project.

“Our long-term objective as a club is to
have the world’s best football team play-
ing in the world’s best stadium,” United
chief executive Omar Berrada said.

Managerial great Alex Ferguson said the
club “must be brave and seize this oppor-
tunity to build a new home, fit for the
future, where new history can be made.”

The announcement came days after
thousands of United fans marched in
protest against the club’s ownership in the
face of cost cuts, ticket price increases and
ongoing failure on the field.

United is majority owned by the
American Glazer family, which also owns
the NFL’s Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

Upon investing, Ratcliffe vowed to
return the once-dominant club back to
the summit of European soccer after
more than a decade since it last won the
Premier League. 

But his first year in charge of soccer
operations has been turbulent. United
endured its worst-ever Premier League sea-
son last year and is on course to set a new
low this term, with the team currently lan-
guishing in 14th position.

United has not won the league title since
Ferguson’s final season in 2013.

Berrada said the club was still focused
on returning to the summit of European
soccer. “We don’t want to inhibit our abil-
ity to invest in the team, for us to contin-
ue being competitive while we are build-
ing a new stadium,” he said. 

Our number one goal is to get our teams
winning and to get the men’s team com-
peting for all the titles consistently.

Manchester United to build ‘world’s greatest’ soccer stadium
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Rajasthan Royals captain Sanju Samson is
still not over Jos Buttler no longer being
part of the team, and if he had his way,

he would do away with the rule of releasing play-
ers in the IPL. Samson and Buttler opened bat-
ting for Royals for seven years but they did not
retain the Englishman ahead of the mega auc-
tion last year.

Buttler will play for Gujarat Titans in the
upcoming IPL. “The IPL gives you the oppor-
tunity to lead a team and play at the highest level,
and it also allows you to build close friendships,”
Samson told Jiostar.  

“Jos Buttler is one of my closest friends. We
played together for seven years. During this
time, our batting partnership time itself is so
long that we got to know each other so well. 

“He has been like an elder brother to me.
Whenever I had a doubt, I would talk to him.

When I became captain [in 2021], he was my
vice-captain and helped me become a good cap-
tain.” Samson said letting go of Buttler was one
of the hardest decision he has had to make.
Royals had retained six players, including
Samson, Yashavi Jaiswal, Riyan Parag, Dhruv
Jurel, Shimron Hetmyer and Sandeep Sharma.  

“Letting him go has been one of the most
challenging decisions for me. During the
England series, I told him over dinner that I was
still not over it. If I could change one thing in
the IPL, I would change the rule of releasing
players every three years,” he said. “While it has

its positives, on a personal level, you lose that
connect, that relation you built over years. He
was a part of the family. What more can I say?”

While Buttler will not be around in Royals
dugout, Samson is happy about reuniting with
head coach Rahul Dravid.

“Rahul sir was the one who spotted me from
the trials. He came up to me and said, ‘Can you
play for my team?’ From there to now, with me
being the captain of the franchise and he com-
ing back - I’m very grateful, as we all are in the
franchise, to have Rahul sir back,” he said.

“I have played under him [at RR] as a play-
er when he was the captain and I have played
under him in the Indian team when he was the
coach. But a captain-coach relationship is very
special and I’m very much looking forward to
learning a lot from him.

“He is a top-notch professional and makes
sure everything is done properly. I was with him
last month in Nagpur at RR’s sports academy.

From morning ten o’clock till evening five
o’clock, he was standing in the heat, watching
the batsmen bat and the bowlers bowl, interact-
ing with them, discussing with the coaches. He
is absolutely involved in each and everything.”

Royals signed 13-year-old Vaibhav
Suryavanshi at the auction and that attracted a
lot of attention.

Samson said the teenager is ready for the big
leap.

“He looks very confident. He was 
sitting sixes out of the ground in the 
academy. So what else can I do? I think
it’s all about understanding his strength, back-
ing it and being around as 
an elder brother.

“He looks ready. I think it’s all about keep-
ing him in the best shape and in a relaxed envi-
ronment, which RR is known for, and then back
him. You never know, in a couple of years he
might end up playing for India as well.” 
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The IPL gives you the opportunity to
lead a team and play at the highest

level and 
it also allows you to build close
friendships

— SANJU SAMSON, CRICKETER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Raipur

West Indies Masters rode on the
brilliance of centurion Lendl
Simmons and Ravi Rampaul’s

five-wicket haul to beat South Africa
Masters by 29 runs and enter the semifi-
nals of the International Masters League
(IML) here.Put in to bat by South Africa
Masters on Tuesday night, the Caribbeans
rode on Simmons’ 108, skipper Lara’s 29 off
34 balls and Chadwick Walton’s 38 not out
to put up 200 for 5.

After a shaky start that saw Dwayne
Smith (5) and William Perkins (5) depart
early off Garnett Kruger, Simmons and
Lara took the centre stage and forced a
spectacular recovery with a 125-run part-
nership for the
third wicket. Simmons blazed to a 31-ball
fifty, setting the tone with fearless hitting,
while Lara elegantly painted his master-
piece. Lara, content on playing second fid-
dle early on, then launched Alviro Petersen
for a towering six and a crisp boundary in
consecutive deliveries.

Simmons continued to dazzle, racing to

his century in just 54 balls, dispatching
Thandi Tshabalala to all parts

with a six and a four before calmly 
taking a single to bring up a 
well-deserved hundred. 

But just as the duo threatened to take the
game away from the grasp of South Africa
Masters, Ntini infused life back into the
contest by ending Simmons’ 59-ball knock,
laced with 13 fours and five massive sixes.

Ryan McLaren then picked up the
prized scalp of Lara after the southpaw
steered West Indies Masters’ recovery. 

Despite the setbacks, Walton was in his
elements, providing the much-needed
impetus to the innings with six gigantic
sixes to help West Indies Masters reach the
200-run mark. 

South Africa Masters’ chase began in
explosive fashion, with wicketkeeper
Richard Levi’s breezy 44 setting the tone.
However, the early momentum was short-
lived as the loss of three quick wickets
derailed their progress, putting the Proteas
on the back-foot. 

Jacques Kallis and Jacques Rudolph
then steadied the innings with a crucial 78-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Harmanpreet Kaur’s ability to unflinching-
ly guide Mumbai Indians in difficult sit-
uations could be the clinching factor for

the former champions when they take on
Gujarat Giants, a team they have vanquished twice
this season, in the Women’s Premier League
(WPL) Eliminator here on Thursday. 

With Delhi Capitals already sitting snugly in
the final after topping the WPL table with 10
points, the focus is now on India skipper
Harmanpreet and Gujarat Giants’ captain
Ashleigh Gardner to guide their sides into the
title round.

Mumbai Indians would certainly enjoy the
home advantage as the match will be played at
the Brabourne Stadium and the fact that they
overwhelmed Gujarat Giants in their penulti-
mate league game here on Monday, with
Harmanpreet blazing to a 33-ball 54 in the
nine-run victory.

Mumbai Indians’ playing XI has largely
remained unchanged with Hayley Matthews

giving them flourishing starts while also tor-
menting the opponents with her off spin. 

The West Indian all-rounder could once
again prove to be the match-winner for her
team following her sterling performances
against the Gujarat side in their previous two
meetings this season.

She broke the back of Gujarat Giants,
returning with figures of 3/16 in Vododara last
month and again tormented them in the
return match at Brabourne, snaring three wick-
ets. With Nat Sciver-Brunt doing the bulk of
the scoring for MI, smashing four half-cen-
turies and emerging as the top run-getter this
season with 416 runs from eight matches, the
onus would be on Gujarat Giants bowlers to
tie down the England stalwart. 

Sciver-Brunt’s wicket-taking ability too can-
not be underestimated, given that she along
with Matthews have played a pivotal role in
MI’s successful run this season. While
Harmanpreet’s form has been patchy this sea-
son, she did manage a half-century against
Gujarat on Monday, which would have given

her enough confidence going into the
Eliminator. 

Gujarat Giants skipper Gardner, who took
over the captaincy from country-mate Beth
Mooney this season, would know that beating
the inaugural edition champions in their own
den wouldn’t be easy.

Her form has fluctuated all season, though
she still continues to be among the top-five
scorers with 235 runs. She scored a duck against
Mumbai Indians on Monday, one of the rea-
sons they lost the match, which dashed their
hopes of automatically qualifying for the final
ahead of Delhi Capitals. 

The Australian would bank on talented bat-
ter Harleen Deol to come good in the do-or-
die contest and also hope that opener Mooney
gives them a flying start. 

Mooney showed how devastating she can be
with the bat when she smashed an unbeaten
96 against UP Warriorz earlier this month, and
a stable partnership at the top with Harleen
could be just what that Gujarat Giants fans
would be hoping for on Thursday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Its status as a National Sports Federation
(NSF) restored, the WFI swung to
action, announcing that the selection

trials for the upcoming Asian
Championship will be held at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi Sports Complex on March 15.

It will be first proper trial under the
supervision of the new WFI administra-
tion as it was suspended three days after
it conducted election on December 21,
2023 to pick new office bearers. 

The trials will be conducted to identi-
fy the top wrestlers who will represent the
country in Amman, Jordan from 
March 25-30.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dubai

Australia legend Ricky Ponting
believes Rohit Sharma is still
going strong and a sense of
unfinished business was behind

his decision to continue playing and lead-
ing India in the 50-over format until 
the 2027 ODI World Cup to be jointly
hosted by South Africa, Zimbabwe 
and Namibia.

Barring the ODI World Cup, Rohit has
won all ICC titles while captaining India.
He came agonisingly close to laying his
hands on the 50-over world title at 
home in 2023, only to lose to Australia
in the final.

Speaking on The ICC Review, the for-
mer Australia skipper said Rohit is pret-
ty clear about his future goals. 

“When you start getting to that point of
your career, everyone’s waiting for you to
retire. And I do not know why, when you
can still play as well as he’s played (in the
Champions Trophy final), I think he was
just trying to put those questions to bed
once and for all and say, ‘no, I’m still play-
ing well enough. I love playing in this team.
I love leading this team.’

“And I think, the fact that he said that,

to me, it means that he must have that goal
in mind of playing in the next (50-over)
World Cup (in 2027),” Ponting stated. 

Handed the responsibility of captaincy
in 2021 at the age of 34, Rohit on Sunday

clinched his second ICC title following the
T20 World Cup win last year as India
defeated New Zealand by four wickets to
win the Champions Trophy here.

Chasing 252, Rohit, 38, led from the

front with an 83-ball 76 at the top to set
the platform for a comfortable win.

In the run-up to the tournament, there
were talks around Rohit’s retirement from
the ODI format after the Champions
Trophy, as he had retired from T20Is after
winning the T20 World Cup.

But Rohit simply rejected the theories
at the post-match press conference follow-
ing the final.

“One more thing, I’m not going to retire
from this format, just to make sure no
more rumours are spread,” Rohit told
reporters after winning the player-of-
the-match award.

Ponting said the urge to win the only
missing ICC trophy in his cabinet, the ODI
World Cup, might be behind Rohit’s mind
to prolong his career. 

“I think probably the fact that they
(India) lost the last one and he was cap-
tain, that might be the thing that’s playing
on the back of his mind,” the Australian
said.  “Just have one more crack at trying
to win the T20 World Cup, the Champions
Trophy, and the ODI World Cup.

“I mean when you see him play like he
played in the Champions Trophy final, you
wouldn’t say that his time is up just yet,”
Ponting added. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Ponte Vedra Beach

It’s hard to win on the PGA Tour, a sentiment
usually heard from players when they are sit-
ting next to the trophy and realise what it

took to get there.
Collin Morikawa keeps getting reminded after

some painful losses.
The player who won five times on the PGA

Tour in just over two years as a pro has only one
title in his last 75 starts. Morikawa is Number
four in the world ranking, and that’s not an acci-
dent. He is playing good golf and giving him-
self plenty of chances.
Small consolation

“I don’t look back and be like, Man, I had a
great week’ because I do care about the wins and
I do care about finishing on top,” Morikawa said
Tuesday. “So there’s a little bit of yes, I feel great
because I know I can keep putting myself in con-
tention, and if I just keeping doing that, it’s going
to happen. “But for me, it does suck because I
do look back at the wins and I do care about
winning,” he said. “So that’s where it 
kind of hurts.”

He can look back to being in the final group
of two majors last year. Morikawa was done in
at the Masters when it took him two shots to
get out of bunker on No. 9 for double bogey. He
shared the 54-hole lead at the PGA
Championship with Xander Schauffele at
Valhalla. That requires good golf.

But remember, Morikawa won two majors,
the PGA Championship in 2020, the British
Open a year later, before his 40th career start
on tour.

Golf felt easy back then, not so much
atlMorikawa has better scoring statistics now
than when he was winning, but he speaks more
about the freedom he felt on Sunday when he
was winning with a little more regularity.

There wasn’t much freedom when he took his
place in the PGA Tour record book for losing

a six-shot lead in the final round at Kapalua to
start 2023. He played 67 consecutive holes with-
out a bogey that week until one shot after anoth-

er went wrong. Even more frustrating is losing
without really doing much wrong. 

Such was the case last week at Bay Hill, when
Morikawa lost the lead without really losing con-
trol of his game. He was three shots ahead with
five holes to play on a course with really one
one birdie opportunity left. The other four
holes were ranked among the top six in dif-
f i c u l t y
that day.

Morikawa had made only three bogeys in
the previous 58 holes at that point. It wasn’t
a matter of what went wrong as much as it
what went right, a lot, for Russell Henley.

There was a two-shot swing on the 
par-3 14th, the toughest hole Sunday at Bay
Hill, which at that point had yielded only one

birdie. Morikawa missed the green and made
bogey. Henley made his best swing of the tour-
nament with a 5-iron to 10 feet for birdie. And
then came the breaks that win tournaments.
Morikawa found a bunker off the tee at the
par-5 16th (the easiest hole of the final round)
and had to lay up and hit wedge to a front
pin, no easy task. Henley went just over the
green in rough so thick he could only see his
golf ball by standing over it.

And then he chipped in for eagle, a good
shot because it was on line, a massive break
because it hit the middle of the pin. An inch
to the right or to the left, and Henley isn’t sure

the ball would have even stayed on the green.
Instead, he had an eagle and the lead for the

first time when Morikawa made par.
And that’s the way it stayed for the last two

holes until Henley held his nerve to make a pair
of par putts (the combined length of those putts
was 10 feet) for the biggest of his career.

Henley’s words were telling when he turned
his attention to Morikawa.

“Sometimes golf is just mean like that,” he
said. Morikawa clearly is trending with his game.
The world ranking might not include LIV Golf
players, but it’s generally accurate at the top. The
trick now is moving on, just like he had to do
after Kapalua in 2023, after the Masters and the
PGA Championship last year.

He was in no mood to talk Sunday and
offered no apologies given how he felt in the
moment.

“I don’t owe anyone anything,” he said to a
roomful of media at the TPC Sawgrass. “No
offense to you guys, but for me in the
moment of that time, I didn’t want to be
around anyone. Like, I didn’t want to talk to
anyone.”

He was headed up the highway that evening
for The Players Championship, another chance
to get in the mix, another reminder that it is
coming up on 18 months since his last win,
and it was two years before that since he won
in Dubai to capture the European tour season
title.

The game is there while the frustration
mounts.  Winning is  hard. He needs 
no reminders and is getting plenty of 
them, anyway.

“I love being in that position. I don’t take
it for granted because you just never know,”
he said. “But it was frustrating Sunday night.
I have to get over it. ... I’m going to think about
it. I know what happened. I fully am aware of
how it played out. But I just have to move on
and I have to learn from it. I have to keep get-
ting better.

I do not look back, I care about wins and finishing
on top, says Collin Morikawa
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