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US deports senior
Pakistan diplomat

Ukraine-US talk
in Saudi Arabia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Karachi

Several passengers were injured when
gunmen attacked a train in
Pakistan’s troubled Balochistan on
Tuesday, prompting the provincial

government to direct authorities to take
“emergency measures”.

Jaffar Express, with around 500 passen-
gers on board in nine coaches, was on its
way from Quetta to Peshawar in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa when it was fired on
between Gudalaar and Piru Koneri areas,
according to officials. 

The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA)
claimed that it seized control of the train
by derailing it, killed six security person-
nel and took over 100 passengers, includ-
ing active duty personnel, into custody.
However, there was no independent con-
firmation of their claim. 

In a statement, the BLA warned that if
the Pakistan military launches an opera-
tion, “all hostages will be executed”. The
group is banned in Pakistan, the UK and
the US. 

Official data on casualties was not
available, but security sources said that the
train driver and several passengers were
injured in the gunfire.

“There are reports of intense firing at a
Jaffar Express, which was heading from
Quetta to Peshawar, between Pehro Kunri
and Gadalar,” Balochistan government
spokesperson Shahid Rind said. 

Rescue teams and security forces have
reached the scene, and an operation is
underway to track down the assailants.
Emergency has been declared in the local
hospitals.

Security sources said that the operation
will continue till the elimination of the last
terrorist. Railway officials confirmed that
the train’s driver sustained serious injuries,
and an emergency relief train has been dis-
patched to assist.

Controller Railways Muhammad Kashif
said that the train, comprising nine coach-
es, had around 500 passengers on board.

“The train was stopped by armed men
in Tunnel No 8,” the controller said.

There are 17 tunnels in this area on the
railway line and due to the difficult terrain,

the speed of the train is often slow.
The Balochistan government directed

local authorities to take “emergency mea-
sures”. 

A provincial government statement
said an emergency was imposed at Sibi
hospital and ambulances and security
forces were on their way to the site.

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi con-
demned the incident, saying: “The beasts
who fire on innocent passengers do not
deserve any concessions.

In the past, the railway tracks in this area
have been attacked by Baloch militants
using rockets or remote-controlled bombs,
and the BLA claimed responsibility for
most of the attacks.

In October last year, Pakistan Railways
announced the restoration of train services
between Quetta and Peshawar after a 
suspension of more than a month and 
a half.

Balochistan has witnessed an uptick in
terrorist attacks over the past year. In
November 2024, at least 26 people were
killed and 62 injured after a suicide blast
ripped through a Quetta Railway Station.

Balochistan, bordering Iran and
Afghanistan, is home to a long-running
violent insurgency. Baloch insurgent
groups frequently carry out attacks 
targeting security personnel, government
projects and the USD 60 billion 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) projects in the oil and mineral-
rich province.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Islamabad

US authorities denied entry to
Pakistan’s ambassador to
Turkmenistan and deported him

from Los Angeles, a media report said on
Tuesday.

Ambassador KK Wagan, who holds a
valid US visa and all necessary travel doc-
uments, was stopped at Los Angeles air-
port by US immigration authorities, The
News quoted diplomatic sources as saying.

“Ambassador KK Wagan was deported
from the US. He had an immigration
objection, which led to his deportation,”
a senior foreign ministry official said.

The officials forced him to return to his
last port of departure, raising concerns
about diplomatic protocol and the nature
of the decision.

Foreign Office confirmed the envoy had
gone to the US on a private visit.

It said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
was looking into the matter and an inves-
tigation was underway.

The Foreign Office also advised avoid-
ing any speculation in the matter.

Earlier, sources said the US immigration
system flagged Wagan over “controversial
visa references”, leading to his immediate
deportation. It remains unclear what spe-
cific concerns triggered this response
from American authorities. Wagan is a sea-
soned diplomat with extensive experience
in Pakistan’s foreign services.

Over the years, he has held several key
assignments, including second secretary at
the Embassy of Pakistan in Kathmandu,
deputy consul general at the Consulate
General of Pakistan in Los Angeles,
deputy head of mission and ambassador
in Muscat, Oman, head of mission at the
Embassy of Pakistan in Niamey, Niger,
Overseas Pakistanis, Consular Affairs,
and Crisis Management Unit Director
General at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Islamabad.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Jeddah

High-stakes talks between senior del-
egations from Ukraine and the
United States on how to end Kyiv’s

three-year war with Moscow opened in
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday, hours after
Russian air defences shot down 337
Ukrainian drones over Russia.

Two people were killed and 18 were
injured, including three children, in the
massive drone attack that spanned 10
Russian regions, officials said. No large-
scale damage was reported.

In the Red Sea port city of Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, journalists briefly entered a room
where senior Ukrainian delegation met
with America’s top diplomat for talks on
ending Europe’s biggest conflict since
World War II.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
smiled for the cameras, while Ukrainian
officials sat without expression at a table
across from them as the meeting got
underway at a luxury hotel.

There was no immediate comment
from Ukrainian or US officials on the
drone attack.

Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister was on
hand for the talks as American, Saudi and
Ukrainian flags stood in the background.
Officials did not answer any of the shout-
ed questions.

The talks offer an opportunity for Kyiv
officials to repair Ukraine’s relationship
with Trump’s administration after an
unprecedented argument erupted during
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s February
28 visit to the White House.

Critically, Ukraine needs to persuade
Washington to end the subsequent US sus-
pension of military aid and some intelli-
gence sharing. US officials have said that
positive talks in Jeddah could mean it may
be only a short suspension.

Ukrainian officials told The Associated
Press on Monday that they will propose a
ceasefire covering the Black Sea, which
would bring safer shipping, as well long-
range missile strikes that have hit civilians
in Ukraine, and the release of prisoners.

The two senior officials said Kyiv is also
ready to sign an agreement with the
United States on access to Ukraine’s rare
earth minerals - a deal that US President
Donald Trump is keen to secure.

On his plane to Jeddah, Rubio said the
US delegation would not be proposing any
specific measures to secure an end to the
three-year conflict but rather wanted to
hear from Ukraine about what they would
be willing to consider.

“I’m not going to set any conditions on
what they have to or need to do,” Rubio
told reporters accompanying him. “I think
we want to listen to see how far they’re will-
ing to go and then compare that to what
the Russians want and see how far apart
we truly are.”

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

The new Immigration and
Foreigners Bill 2025 was intro-
duced in Lok Sabha on Tuesday to

strengthen and streamline the rules
relating to immigration and foreigners’
entry and exit. The new bill is expected
to replace the current colonial era laws
including the Foreigners Act, 1946, the
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920, the
Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939, and
the Immigration (Carriers’ Liability)
Act, 2000. The Opposition objected to
the new Bill, saying there are certain pro-
visions violating fundamental rights
mentioned in Constitution like prevent-
ing entry of persons who are not in the
good books of Government. 

Rejecting suggestions that the
Parliament lacked the legislative compe-
tence to bring the Immigration and
Foreigners Bill, 2025, Minister of State
for Home Nityanand Rai said the Central
government has all the rights under the
Union list to bring legislations on the
subject. He asserted that while tourists
were welcome to come to India, it was
the government’s responsibility to ensure
peace and sovereignty of the nation
remain intact. 

The objective is to enhance national
security, control immigration proce-
dures, and introduce stricter penalties on
foreigners who violate entry and stay
conditions, said Minister Rai. The bill
mentions that any foreigner posing a
threat to national security, sovereignty or
the integrity of the nation will not be
allowed into the country or will be
denied the permission to stay in India.
The bill mandates registration for for-
eigners upon arrival, restricting their
movement, name changes, and access to
protected and restricted areas. 

Transport carriers like Airlines carry-
ing foreigners without valid documents
will be held liable and can be fined up

to `5 lakh. It could also lead to poten-
tial seizure of their transport if penalties
are not paid. If a foreigner is denied entry,
the carrier will be responsible for their
immediate removal from India.
Educational institutions, hospitals and
nursing homes will have to report of for-
eign nationals to immigration authori-
ties. 

As per the bill, violations will attract
heavy penalties. Arriving in India with-
out a valid passport or visa may attract
imprisonment of up to five years and a

fine of up to `5 lakh. Foreigners using
forged documents could face a jail term
of two to seven years, with fines rang-
ing from `1 lakh to `10 lakh.
Additionally, overstaying, violating visa
conditions or trespassing in restricted
areas could result in three years impris-
onment and fine of up to `3 lakh. 

The bill also gives authority to immi-
gration officers to arrest individuals with-
out a warrant and gives powers to the
central government to regulate the
movement of foreigners. Further, no per-
son can not leave the country if their
presence is required by any authorised
agency. 

Opposing the bill at the introduction
stage, Manish Tewari (Congress) said the
bill is violative of multiple provisions of
the Constitution and various laws. He
said the bill violates the principle of fun-
damental rights and the government may
use the provisions of the proposed law
to deny entry to those who are not in
sync with the ideology of the ruling dis-
pensation of the day. 

Saugata Roy of the TMC said the pro-
posed law could prevent inflow of talent
from outside in various fields. In his
remarks before formally introducing the
bill, Rai said the draft law seeks to cor-
rect overlapping and duplicate provisions
in prevailing laws governing immigra-
tion and foreigners in the country. The
legislation is aimed at streamlining var-
ious services related to immigration and
foreigners, including their entry, exit and
stay in India. 

According to existing laws, all foreign-
ers on long-term (more than 180 days)
student, medical, research, employment,
missionary and project visas are required
to register with the Foreigners Regional
Registration Officer (FRRO) or the
Foreigners Registration Officer (FRO)
concerned, having jurisdiction over the
place where the foreigner intends to stay,
within 14 days of arrival.

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Delhi continues to rank among
India’s most polluted cities for the
seventh consecutive year. With an

average PM 2.5 concentration of 91.8
micrograms per cubic metre, the World
Air Quality Report 2024 from Swiss air
quality technology firm IQAir identified
Delhi’s status as the most polluted cap-
ital city globally, while India ranked fifth
in 2024, down from third in 2023.

The report released on Tuesday has
painted a grim picture for India as 13 of
the world’s top 20 most-polluted cities
are within the country. The report has
picked Byrnihat in Assam as the most
polluted city in the world. 

The 13 Indian cities in the world’s top
20 most polluted cities are Byrnihat in
Meghalaya, Delhi, Mullanpur (Punjab),
Faridabad, Loni, New Delhi, Gurugram,
Ganganagar, Greater Noida, Bhiwadi,
Muzaffarnagar, Hanumangarh and
Noida. Another four are in neighboring
Pakistan, with one in China and
Kazakhstan, respectively.

Delhi’s air pollution is a result of var-
ious factors, including high vehicular
emissions, industrial discharges, con-
struction dust, and seasonal stubble
burning. 

These sources, combined with geo-
graphical factors and rapid urbanization,
create severe air quality problems that
affect health and the environment. Delhi
recorded consistently high pollution
levels, with an annual average PM2.5
concentration of 91.6 micrograms per

cubic metre, nearly unchanged from 92.7
micrograms per cubic metre in 2023.
Delhi grapples with high air pollution
year-round and the problem worsens in
winter when unfavourable meteorolog-
ical conditions, combined with vehicu-
lar emissions, paddy-straw burning,
firecrackers and other local pollution
sources, make the air quality hazardous.

According to the report, the country
saw a 7 per cent decline in PM2.5 con-
centrations in 2024, averaging 50.6
micrograms per cubic metre, compared
to 54.4 micrograms per cubic metre in
2023. 

With all those improvements, six of
the world’s 10 most polluted cities are still
in India. Overall, 35 per cent of the
Indian cities reported annual PM2.5 lev-
els exceeding 10 times the WHO limit
of 5 micrograms per cubic metre. Air
pollution remains a serious health risk
in India, reducing life expectancy by an
estimated 5.2 years.

The only city outside of Asia featured
on the list is N’Djamena, the capital of
Chad in central Africa - which was
named the country with the worst air
pollution. Meanwhile the cities with the
worst pollution in North America were
all in California.

The report has relied on data from
over 40,000 air quality monitoring sta-
tions at 8,954 locations in 138 countries,
territories and regions. It was analysed
by IQAir’s air quality scientists. Only
seven countries have achieved the World
Health Organisation’s (WHO) stringent
air quality standards for 2024, and India

is not one of them. These countries
include Australia, New Zealand, the
Bahamas, Barbados, Grenada, Estonia,
and Iceland, according to data compiled
by IQAir, a Swiss air quality monitoring
firm.

Former WHO chief scientist and
health ministry advisor Soumya
Swaminathan said India has made
progress in air quality data collection but
lacks sufficient action. 

“We have the data; we need action
now. Some solutions are easy like replac-
ing biomass with LPG. India already has
a scheme for this, but we must further
subsidise additional cylinders. The first
cylinder is free, but the poorest families,
especially women, should receive high-
er subsidies. This will improve their
health and reduce outdoor air pollution,”
she said.

In its monthly report, the Centre for
Research on Energy and Clean Air
(CREA) highlighted the severity of win-
ter air pollution in India, revealing that
173 out of 238 cities recorded PM2.5 lev-
els exceeding the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS) of 40
μg/m . 

Aizawl, Mizoram recorded the lowest
winter-average PM2.5 level at 7 μg/m ,
making it the cleanest city in the analy-
sis. Moreover, none of the 238 cities
analysed met the World Health
Organisation’s (WHO) guideline of 5
μg/m , emphasising the scale of air qual-
ity challenges. ‘Winter’ refers to the peri-
od from October 1, 2024, to February 28,
2025 (winter 2024-25).

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Making an effort to iron out the dif-
ferences between the political
parties and country’s poll watch

dog Nirvachan Sadan, the Election
Commission of India (EC) has taken the
initiative to reach out to the prime stake-
holders to work together for a better
streamline and allegations free election
process. The ECI has invited suggestions
from all heads of national and state polit-

ical parties by April 30 to address any unre-
solved issues and further strengthen elec-
toral processes.

This move comes after the EC assured
to resolve the decades-long issue of duplic-
ity in voter ID cards. It has also invited
presidents and senior members of all polit-
ical parties for an interaction at a mutu-
ally convenient time, “to further strength-
en electoral processes in accordance with
the established law”.

Election Commission goes
beyond polls to engage

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

In a bid to boost tourism, the Yamuna
is set to witness a transformation. A
four-kilometre stretch between Sonia

Vihar and Jagatpur will soon host eco-
friendly river cruises- a plan that was on
the back burner since 2016. The Inland
Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) on
Tuesday signed Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with multiple
agencies of Delhi government including
Irrigation and Flood Control depart-
ment, the Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), the Delhi Jal Board (DJB), the
Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC).
Under the plan, the ferry services will
operate on about a five-km stretch
between Sonia Vihar and Jagatpur (Shani
Mandir). 

The MoU signing ceremony was held
at Asita Park. Union Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW),
Sarbananda Sonowal, the Union Minister
of State (MoPSW), Shantanu Thakur,
Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena, Chief Minister Rekha Gupta

among otherw were present at the occa-
sion.

Speaking on the occasion, Sonowal
said that the introduction of eco-friend-
ly cruise tourism on the Yamuna is yet
another milestone in this journey, paving
the way for cleaner, greener, and more
efficient waterways that will boost both
connectivity and tourism in the heart of
Delhi. 

“For years, the people of Delhi were
saddened to see dirt and neglect float-
ing on the Yamuna, but this initiative
marks the beginning of a long-overdue
correction. With the launch of these
cruises, Delhiites along with scores of
tourists, who flock to the capital, will
once again fall in love with their river,
experiencing its beauty in a way they
never imagined,” he said.

Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena accused the previous
AAP government for delaying the pro-
ject.

The project will see the introduction
of hybrid boats designed to carry 20-30
passengers at a time. These vessels will

be equipped with bio-toilets, public
announcement systems, and life jackets
to ensure both safety and convenience.
Additionally, two high-density polyeth-
ylene (HDPE) jetties will be installed to
facilitate smooth ferry operations.

The initiative is expected to encour-
age short-distance water travel and
recreational activities, making the river
more accessible for both tourists and
locals. The solar powered hybrid boats
- designed to carry 20 to 30 passengers
at a time - are planned to be run
between Sonia Vihar and Jagatpur,
upstream of Wazirabad.

The stretch of Yamuna from Jagatpur
Delhi to Sangam in Prayagraj (Uttar
Pradesh) has been declared as NW-110
with the enactment of Inland Waterways
Act in March, 2016. A draft of the MoU
was sent to the departments concerned,
including Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) and Delhi Jal Board (DJB) in
September 2024. However, the Delhi
government demanded some changes in
the MoU conditions.

After Ganga, Yamuna to host cruises

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Sunil Mittal headed Bharti Airtel on
Tuesday said it has partnered with
Elon Musk’s SpaceX for providing

Starlink’s high-speed internet services to its
customers in India. This agreement is sub-
ject to SpaceX receiving authorisations to
sell Starlink’s satellite communications-
based services in India, Airtel said in 
a statement. 

This is a distribution agreement allow-
ing Airtel to sell SpaceX’s Starlink services
in India, a major breakthrough for the
Musk-owned satellite Internet firm. The
agreement does not mean that services will
be offered immediately and Starlink still
needs to get necessary authorisations from
the Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) and the Ministry of Home Affairs
before it can commence operations in India. 

The agreement will enable Airtel and
SpaceX to further explore how Starlink
could complement and expand Airtel’s

offerings, and how Airtel’s expertise in the
Indian market could complement SpaceX’s
direct offerings to consumers and business-
es. Bharti Airtel Managing Director and
Vice Chairman Gopal Vittal said that work-
ing with SpaceX to offer Starlink services
to Airtel customers in India is a significant
milestone and further demonstrates com-
pany’s commitment to next-generation
satellite connectivity. “This collaboration
enhances our ability to bring world-class
high-speed broadband to even the most
remote parts of India ensuring that every
individual, business, and community has
reliable internet,”Vittal said. 

Airtel partners Musk for
high-speed internet services

Delhi’s dubious distinction as most polluted

Starlink will complement and
enhance Airtel’s suite of

products to ensure reliable and
affordable broadband for our
Indian customers

— GOPAL VITTAL, MD, VD, BHARTI AIRTEL

Biju Janata Dal (BJD) MPs come out after meeting Election Commissioners at Nirvachan Sadan, in
New Delhi PHOTO: PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Quetta quakes under terror

FEATURES OF NEW BILL 
Foreigner posing a threat to national
security, sovereignty or the integrity of
the nation will not be allowed
Registration for foreigners upon arrival,
restricting their movement, name
changes, and access to protected and
restricted areas
Airlines carrying foreigners without valid
documents will be held liable and can
be fined up to `5 Lakh
If a foreigner is denied entry, the carrier
will be responsible for their immediate
removal from India
Educational institutions, hospitals and
nursing homes will have to report of
foreign nationals to immigration
authorities
Arriving in India without a valid passport
or visa may attract imprisonment of up
to five years and a fine of up to `5 Lakh
Foreigners using forged documents
could face a jail term of two to seven
years, with fines ranging from `1 lakh to
`10 Lakh
Overstaying, violating visa conditions or
trespassing in restricted areas could
result in three years imprisonment and
fine of up to `3 Lakh
No person can not leave the country if
their presence is required by any
authorised agency.

Foreigners Act merged
with Immigration Bill



I, Jitender Dahiya S/o Sh. 

Ram Kishan Dahiya R/o Thana 

Khurd, Tehsil Kharkhoda, 

Sonipat has disowned my son 

Nitin from my all movable-

immovable property as he is out 

of my control. In future, if 

anybody deals with him, he/she 

will do at their own risk. 

I Yadveer Singh s/o 

Harnam Singh r/o h.no.795 

Sodapur tehsil and distt panipat 

declare my son subham is me 

and my family out of control so I 

disowned to my all moveable 

and immovable property and 

relationships. 

I, Reshma w/o Sh. Asif 

Hussain R/o # 2670, Mouli 

Jagran, Chandigarh declare 

that my son Aaqib is out of my 

control. So, I disown him from 

all my movable / immoveable 

properties. Anybody deals with 

him will do so at their own risk. I 

shall not be responsible for any 

of his act. 

I, Roshan Lal S/o Aditya 

Ram R/o #341/5 Rajput Colony 

Mohan Nagar, Tehsil Thanesar, 

District Kurukshetra, have 

evicted my son Joginder Kumar, 

his wife Saroj Bala, their sons 

Naveen Kumar, Pankaj Kumar 

from all my movable- 

immovable properties, as they 

are out of my control. Anybody 

dealing with them at their own 

risk. 

I, Sanjay Kumar S/o  Mool 

Raj, H. No. 1458, Sadhu Nagar, 

Derabassi, (SAS Nagar), have 

disown my unmarried son Sahil 

Atri from all my movable and 

immovable properties as he is 

beyond control of me and my 

wife  Manju Atri. If Anybody 

deals him do at own risk/ 

responsibility, I and my family 

shall not be responsible.  

I, Ranbir Singh S/o Sh.  

Pratap Singh R/o Vill- Bidhlan, 

Kharkhoda, Sonipat declare 

that my son Manoj Kumar and 

his wife Kavita  both are out of 

my control. So I disown them 

from my all movable/immovable 

property. Any body deals with 

them at own risk. 

I Krishna Kumar son Shri 

Shavni Ram resident 

Dabarthala state that my son 

Anil Kumar son Krishna Kumar 

age 25 years is beyond my 

control. He does not listen to 

me, so I evict him from my 

movable and immovable 

property and my family. He will 

not have any relationship with 

me or my family. Whoever does 

any transaction with him and I 

and my family will not be 

responsible for any right or 

wrong behavior of Anil Kumar. 

I, Praveen W/o Harish 

Chander R/o House no 160-A 

Bella homes, Derabassi SAS 

Nagar. I declared that my son 

Shubham Khurana & his wife 

Raveena both are out of my 

control so that I disown both of 

them from my all moveable & 

immovable properties. Anybody 

deals with them at their own 

Risk. 

I, Shobha Ram S/O Shri 

Prasad R/o House no 2511, 

near mandir sector 52 

Chandigarh. I declared that my 

son Manoj Kumar & his wife 

Harshita both are out of my 

control so that I disown both of 

them from my all moveable & 

immovable properties. Anybody 

deals with them at their own 

Risk. 

I, Poonam Bhasin D/o 

Deepak Manmohan w/o Vinay 

Bhasin H.No.19-D Evershine 

Appartment Opposite DAV 

Vidyalaya, Vikas Puri Tilak 

Nagar, Delhi - declare that my 

brother Jitender Chadha and 

his wife Shalini are out of my 

control and we are ending our 

relationship with them. Me or 

my family have no connection 

with tham any kind of movable 

or immovable property. If 

Anyone who deals with them in 

the future will be responsible 

himself. 

I, Satendra Kumar Singh 

S/o Surya Prakash Singh R/o 

Dhawarsara, Kachnar, Sitapur, 

Uttar Pradesh presently R/o E-

36, Labour Colony, Jindal 

Industries, Model Town, Hisar 

(Haryana) declare that my son 

Sarvjit Singh is out of my and 

my family's reach, therefore I 

evict my son Sarvjit Singh from 

my movable-immovable 

property. He himself will be 

responsible for any of his 

transactions and dealings, the 

person having transactions, 

dealings and relations with him 

will also be responsible, I and 

my family will have no 

responsibility in this. 

We, Somnath S/o Shri 

Molu Ram and Rajbala W/o 

Somnath, R/o H.No. 211, Near 

Peeli Kothi, Jawahar Nagar, 

Hisar (Haryana) declare that our 

son Rahul Sheoran is out of our 

and our family's reach, therefore 

we evict our son Rahul Sheoran 

from our movable-immovable 

property. He himself will be 

responsible for any of his 

transactions and dealings, the 

person having transactions, 

dealings and relations with him 

will also be responsible, we and 

our family will have no 

responsibility in this. 

 I, Bimla Devi Wd/o Ram 

Singh, R/o Ward-1, Majara, 

Anandpur Sahib, District. 

Rupnagar (punjab) declare that 

my son Maninder Singh and his 

wife Sarabjeet Kaur are out of 

my control , So, I, disown them 

from my moveable/immovable 

property and family. Any body 

deals with them will be their own 

risk. I & my family willn't be 

responsible for their any type of 

acts. 

म� बूटा िसंह पु� बलवंत िसंह  

िनवासी िहजरावां कलां, तहसील व 

िजला फतेहाबाद �ान करता �ँ िक 

मेरा लड़का राजकुमार व उसकी प�ी 

(मेरी पु�वधु) कांता कवर दोनो ं मेरे 

कहने सुनने से बाहर है। इसिलए म# 

इन दोनो ं को अपनी चल अचल 

स&ि' से बेदखल करता �ँ। भिव* 

म+ इन दोनो ंसे िकसी भी ,कार का लेन 

देन करता है अथवा .वहार रखता है 

तो वह अपने नफा नु/ान का 0यं 

िज2ेदार होगा। मेरी व मेरे प4रवार की 

िज2ेदारी ना होगी। 

I, Krisna Puskrna S/o 

Aman Kumar Pushkarna R/o 

H.No. 134/8, Katra Karam 

Singh, Amritsar, Punjab declare 

that in my LIC policy No. 

471332034 my name was 

written as Master Pankaj 

Pushkarna. Krisna Puskrna and 

Master Pankaj Pushkarna is 

one and the same person. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh, son 

of Udham Singh, residing at 

Ward No. 17, Patiala Road, 

Cheeka, Tehsil Guhla, District 

Kaithal, Haryana, hereby 

inform that in some documents, 

my daughter's name has been 

recorded as Rajveer Kaur and 

her date of birth as 06-09-2011, 

whereas her correct name is 

Rajbir Kaur and her correct 

date of birth is 06-08-2011. 

I, Harmanpreet Singh S/o 

Balwinder Singh R/o Village 

Nandpur Tehsil & District Tarn 

Taran, Punjab (India) declare 

that in my Matriculation 

Examination Certificate Roll 

No. 229446, Under Unique ID 

No. 7641050, Registration No. 

1224516/067 passed Year 

2022 & 10+2 Examination 

Certificate under Roll No. 

081793, Registration No. 

2242037/034 passed Year 

2024 issued by ICSE Board 

New Delhi my Mother name 

spelling wrongly written as 

Paramjeet Kaur. But my mother 

correct name is Paramjit Kaur. 

As per my other all Documents. 

All Concerned Note. 

I, Jugmati W/o No. JC-

298145H Ex Sub (Hony Lt) Zile 

Singh Jaspal R/o Vill. & P.O. 

Lakhan Majra, Teh. Meham, 

Distt. Rohtak (Haryana) 

declare that my name Jakwati 

Devi and my DOB 27.03.1963 

are wrongly mentioned in my 

husband Army record. But my 

correct & actual name is 

Jugmati and my correct DOB is 

10.01.1963. vide Affidavit 

dated 10.03.2025 Notary 

Public Rohtak. 

I, No. 3202863M Ex Hav 

Rakesh S/o Sh. Patel Singh 

R/o Vill. & P.O. Bahu Akbarpur, 

Teh. & Distt. Rohtak (Haryana) 

declare that my son name 

Prince is wrongly mentioned in 

my Army record. But my son 

correct & actual name is Prince 

Balhara. vide Affidavit dated 

10.03.2025 Notary Public 

Rohtak. 

I Sonia wife of Jaibir Singh 

R/o  Bajana khurd Tehsil 

Ganaur Distt Sonepat hereby 

declare that Nikki is my 

daughter & in my daughter's 

Aadhar card and family ID her 

name is wrongly written as 

Nidhi D/o Jaibir Singh . My 

daughter's matriculation 

certificate and birth certificate 

her name is Nikki D/o Jaibir 

Singh. My daughter's actual 

and correct name is Nikki. 

I, Ritu Rani d/o Ram 

Niwas s/o Shri Pokhar Mal r/o 

Village Chichharana, Tehsil 

Gohana, District Sonipat, 

declare that my father's name 

is recorded as Ram Niwas in 

my 10th and 12th class mark 

sheet/board, whereas my 

father's actual name is 

Ramniwas. My father's name 

should be recorded as 

Ramniwas instead of Ram 

Niwas in the said mark sheet 

and board records. 

It is for general information 

that I, Rupinder Kumar Goyal 

S/o Sohan Lal R/o B-IV/073 

Near Geeta Bhawan Ward No 

06 Barnala Distt Barnala State 

Punjab Pin Code 148101 

declares that name of mine has 

been wrongly written as 

Rupinder Goyal in my minor 

Son Madhav Goyal, aged 17 

years in his class 10th CBSE 

and 12th mark sheet cum 

certificate and school Record. 

The actual name of mine is 

Rupinder Kumar Goyal, which 

may be amended accordingly. 

I Ninder Kaur, daughter of 

Gurjant Singh, resident of 

Pakhon Kalan, district Barnala. 

I was married to Chamkaur 

Singh s/o sukhmander singh 

resident of Phulewala, district 

Bathinda on 21-03-1992. My 

in-laws had named me 

Kirandeep Kaur, wife of 

Chamkaur Singh. Now I am 

known by both the names 

Ninder Kaur and Kirandeep 

Kaur. 

I, Pawan Kumar Singhal 

S/o Sh. Gandhi Ram Aggarwal, 

R/o flat No. 202,Tower-B, 

Imperial Apartments, 

Kishanpura Road Dhakauli 

Distt. SAS Nagar (Punjab), 

declare that my father name 

mentioned all documents is 

Gandhi Ram Aggarwal, and my 

name is Pawan Kumar Singahl 

(all documents) no change. 

I,  Rajo wife of No 

2849028X, Rfn (Late) Nafe 

Singh, resident of Vill- Jabala, 

PO- Salwan, Teh-Karnal, Distt-

Karnal (Haryana)- 132046 have 

changed my name from Rajo to 

Rajo Devi vide Affidavit dated 

10 Mar 25 sworn in before 

Notary, Karnal. 

I, Army No. JC-510920N 

Rank Sub. Jugraj Singh r/o 

Mandi Kalan District Bathinda 

that in my army records my 

wife's name is recorded as 

Lakhbir Kaur. which is wrong, 

her correct name is Lakhveer 

Kaur. Please correct my wife's 

name Lakhveer Kaur in my 

army records. E-stamp No.IN- 

PB15112032967482X dated 11-

03-2025 

I, Rajbala W/o No. 692271-

K Ex SGT Ram Chander Dagar 

R/o Vill. & P.O. Kabulpur, Teh. & 

Distt. Rohtak (Haryana) declare 

that my name Rajbala Dagar 

and my DOB 12.10.1967 are 

wrongly mentioned in my 

husband Service record. But my 

correct & actual name is 

Rajbala and my correct DOB is 

10.12.1963. vide Affidavit dated 

11.03.2025 Notary Public 

Rohtak. 

I,   No. 16115641F Rank 

Nk Name Bhoi Pradipkumar 

Ganapatbhai  (Unit – 201 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO)  and residing 

at VPO – Tunadar, Distt – 

Arvalli, State – Gujarat, PIN - 

383335  have changed my 

minor daughter name from 

Swituben to Swituben 

Pradipbhai Bhoi vide Affidavit 

dated 11/03/2024  before 

Executive Magistrate Jalandhar, 

(PB). 

I,   No. 16115641F Rank 

Nk Name Bhoi Pradipkumar 

Ganapatbhai (Unit – 201 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO)  and residing 

at VPO – Tunadar, Distt – 

Arvalli, State – Gujarat, PIN - 

383335  have changed my 

minor daughter name from Bhoi 

Gaytri Ben to Bhoi Gaytriben 

vide Affidavit dated 11/03/2024  

before Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I,   No. 16115641F Rank 

Nk Name Bhoi Pradipkumar 

Ganapatbhai (Unit – 201 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO)  and residing 

at VPO – Tunadar, Distt – 

Arvalli, State – Gujarat, PIN - 

383335  have changed my 

minor son name from 

Prighanesh Kumar to Bhoi 

Prigneshkumar Pradipbhai vide 

Affidavit dated 11/03/2024 

before Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, Army No. 2502588A 

Rank L/Hav Sukhwinder Singh 

R/o Village and Post. Daun 

Kalan Teh and Distt. Patiala 

(Punjab)-147021 have 

registered my mother name 

Paramjeet Kour which is wrong. 

correct name is Paramjeet 

Kaur. 

I, Shipenderpal Kaur 

Spouse of Army No 2485945Y 

Ex Havildar Pargat Singh 

Resident of Village Kassu Begu 

Post Office Patel Nagar Tehsil 

and Distt Ferozepur Punjab, 

PIN-152004, have changed my 

name from Shipenderpal Kaur 

to Supinder Kaur and also the 

change of my date of birth from 

15 Sep 1982 to 15 Sep 1984 in 

my Husband Army Service 

records and shall hereafter be 

known as my new name 

Supinder Kaur as per affidavit 

11/03/2025 before Notary 

Public Ferozepur. 

I, Chiman Singh is legally 

Father of Army No. 19001746N 

Rank NK Name Channpreet 

Singh of Unit 03 Sikh Regt C/o 

56 APO Residing at Village 

Tibbi Kalan Po. Tibbi Khurd 

Teshil & Distt. Ferozepur, Pin 

Code-152023, Punjab, India, 

Declare That My Name 

Chaman Singh & Date of birth 

06.07.1964 wrongly Mentioned 

in My Son Army Service 

Records But My Correct name 

Chiman Singh & Date of birth 

01.01.1949. 

I, Roop Singh Adhar No 

794142389652 S/O Sh.Late. 

Dilwar Singh  Village  Bataur 

(247) Barwala Panchkula. I 

Have Changed My Wife Name 

From Veena Devi To Veena 

Rani. Adhar No 855413524300. 

I, Kuldeep Rana S/o 

Rattan Chand R/o House no. 

1456, Dashmesh Nagar, Naya 

Gaon, SAS Nagar (Mohali) 

Punjab- 160103 have changed 

my name to Kuldeep Chand. 

I, Sandla Rana W/o 

Kuldeep Chand R/o House no. 

1456, Dashmesh Nagar, Naya 

Gaon, SAS Nagar (Mohali) 

Punjab- 160103 have changed 

my name to Sandla Kumari. 

I, Puneet Verma S/o Sh. 

Pawan Kumar R/o H.No. 127, 

Near Raju Soni Milk Dairy, 

Outside Mori Gate, Hisar 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Puneet Soni alias 

Puneet Verma to Puneet Verma 

for all purposes in future. 

I, Meeran Devi W/o Sh. 

Puneet Verma R/o Out Side 

Mori Gate (H.No. 127), Hisar 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Meera Devi alias 

Meeran Devi to Meeran Devi 

for all purposes in future. 

I, Madan Gopal S/o Late 

Sh. Laxmi Narayan R/o H.No. 

931, Ward No. 26 (Now-17), 

West Ram Nagar, Pathar wali 

gali, Sonipat, Haryana have 

changed my name to Madan 

Gopal Jindal for all future 

purposes.  

I, Lalit Mohan s/o Shri 

Dipan Lal R/O H.NO. B-10/ 

1369, Adarsh Nagar, Naya 

Gaon, SAS Nagar, Mohali 

(Punjab) have changed my 

minor son's name from Alex to 

Vedant. 

I, Abhishek S/o Sh. Vinod 

Kumar R/o H. No.1044-A, 

Village Daria, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from 

Abhishek to Abhishek Kumar.  

I, Disha Midha W/o Sahil 

Midha R/o House No. 412, 

Sector 12-A, Panchkula, have 

changed my name to Disha 

Malhotra. 

I, Happy Saini S/o 

Gurcharan Singh R/o #525, 

Sector-19, Panchkula have 

changed my son’s name from 

Mansirat Saini to Mankirat 

Saini. 

I, Ram Ladaite S/o Bache 

Lal R/o House no. 676, 

Anandpur Colony, Sector 52, 

Chandigarh, in my LIC 

Insurance Policy no. 

165691928 my name is Pintu 

Verma declare that both Ram 

Ladite and Pintu Verma one 

and same person. 

I  Pushp Lata Sharma 

Spouse of  Sh. Ramesh 

Chander Sharma Service No 

215492L RANK WO-HONY 

FLT Residing at House No 435, 

Sector 45-A , Chandigarh Pin 

Code-160047 have change my 

name from Pushap Lata  to 

Pushp Lata Sharma and my 

correct  Date of Birth is 

10.09.1943. Vide Affidavit 

Dated 11 March 25 at 

Chandigarh. 

I, Pritam Singh S/o Sarda 

Ram R/o 594/9, Roop Nagar 

Colony, Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Pritam Sharma to Pritam 

Singh. 

I, Sarwinder Singh S/o 

Amarjeet Singh R/o Village 

Chuharpur Kalan, PO Malikpur 

Khadar, Sub Tehsil Pratap 

Nagar, Tehsil Chhachhrauli, 

Distt Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from 

Sarwinder Singh to Sarvinder 

Singh. 

I, Satvinder Kaur W/o 

Sarvinder Singh R/o Village 

Chuharpur Kalan, PO Malikpur 

Khadar, Sub Tehsil Pratap 

Nagar, Tehsil Chhachhrauli, 

Distt Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from 

Satvinder Kaur to Satinder 

Kaur. 

I, Sunil Dutt S/o Sh 

Mansha Ram # 3859/2, Sector 

47-D, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Sunil 

Dutt to Sunil Singh. 

I, Rajbala W/o Shri 

Bhagirath Singh, R/o Village- 

Buria,  Distt. – Yamuna Nagar, 

Haryana have changed my 

name from Rajbala to Parveen. 

I, Smt. Reena W/o Army 

No. 15579971Y Hav Mukesh 

Kumar Dhakar R/o Village & 

PO Gopalpur, Dholagarh, Distt. 

Shivpuri 473551 Madhya 

Pradesh. Have changed my 

name from Reena to Reena 

Dhakar. Concerned note.    

I, Army No. 15579971Y 

Hav Mukesh Kumar Dhakar 

R/o Village & PO Gopalpur, 

Dholagarh, Distt. Shivpuri 

473551 Madhya Pradesh. 

Have changed the name of my 

minor son name from Abhinav 

to Abhinav Dhakar. Concerned 

note. 

I Dilraj, Disabled son of 

No. 3953861W NK Late Ram 

Singh resident of Village 

Damowal, PO Datarpur, now 

residing at Village Badala, PO 

Ghagwal, Tehsil Mukerian, Distt 

Hoshiarpur (Pb) have changed 

my name from Dilraj to Dilraj 

Singh and my correct date of 

birth is 16.05.1965 vide affidavit 

No. IN-PB11746358602278X 

dated 28.02.2025. Concerned 

note. 

I, Smt Sunitha Sharma 

wife of No. 13971583N Hav 

(Hony Nb Sub) Tilak Raj (Retd) 

resident of Ward No. 2, Ram 

Nagar Colony, Mukerian, PO 

&Tehsil Mukerian, Distt 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Sunitha Sharma to Sunita 

Sharma. vide Affidavit No. IN-

PB15100723515398X dated 11 

March 2025. Concerned note. 

I, Smt Rikita Daughter of 

No. 13971583N Hav (Hony Nb 

Sub) Tilak Raj (Retd.) resident 

of Ward No. 2, Ram Nagar 

Colony, Mukerian, PO & Tehsil 

Mukerian, Distt Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Rikita to Ritika. vide 

Affidavit No. IN- 

PB15165454203493X dated 11 

March 2025. Concerned note. 

I, Vijay Singh Son of 

Gurmail Singh, R/o House No. 

720-A, Basant Nagar, Tehsil 

Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna Nagar - 

135003 (Haryana) declare that I 

have changed my minor son 

name from Jasnoor Singh to 

Aveer Singh Gill.  

I, Nitish Kumar Gupta Son 

of Sh. Dinesh Chandra Gupta, 

R/o House No. 686, Patiala 

Road, Trinity Hospital, Swastik 

Vihar, Zirakpur, SAS Nagar, 

Mohali C/o Pooja Prakash 

Srivastava have changed 

Daughter Name Aabia Gupta to 

Yashashvi Gupta.  Aabia Gupta 

& Yashashvi Gupta is one and 

the same person. Kindly note. 

I, Harbans Lal S/o Sh. 

Ram Dass Suneja R/o H.N. 

1070/13, Urban Estate, Karnal 

declare that in all my documents 

my name is registered as 

Harbans Lal Suneja whereas in 

the share certificate of M/s 

Chaman Lal Setia Exporters 

Ltd. my name is registered as 

Harbans Lal. Harbans Lal & 

Harbans Lal Suneja are both 

names of same person. 

I Bhrigunayak Shukla s/o 

Chhote Lal R/o V.p.o. Saraswati 

Nagar, Distt. Yamuna Nagar 

(Haryana) have changed my 

minor son name from Om to Om 

Shukla. Concerned please may 

note. 

I, Reena W/o Jai Kumar 

R/o Village- Toda and district 

Panchkula Haryana Declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Reena to Reena Rani. 

I, Ruchi Gupta wife of Shri 

Lalit Jindal resident of H.No. 

315, Sector 7 Urban Estate, 

Karnal, state that I have 

changed my name from Ruchi 

Gupta to Ruchi. Now in future I 

should be known and identified 

as Ruchi wife of Shri Lalit Jindal. 

I, No. 2482219Y Ex Hav 

Balwinder Singh S/o Shri 

Sahzada Ram R/o Vill. 

Sathwan, PO Fatehpur Tehsil 

Mukerian Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed the name 

of my daughter from Jyoti Devi 

to Jyoti Kumari.   

I, Sarpreet Singh S/O 

Sawinder Singh R/O Village 

Fatehpur Distt. Tarn Taran have 

suffixed Aulakh as my surname. 

Henceforth I will be known as 

Sarpreet Singh (given name) 

Aulakh (surname). Concerned 

note. 

I, Krishan Lal Arora S/o 

Charan Das R/o 61-B, Rani Ka 

Bagh, Amritsar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Krishan 

Lal Arora to Krishan Lal.  

I, Shivani W/o Vikram 

Arora R/o 70/3, Near Vision 

Institute, Rani Ka Bagh, 

Amritsar, Punjab have changed 

my name after marriage from 

Shivani to Shivani Arora. 

I, Jahnavi Gupta D/o 

Kuldeep Kumar W/o Shivoy 

Kapoor R/o H.No. 28, Maqbool 

Road, Basant Avenue, Amritsar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

after marriage from Jahnavi 

Gupta to Jahnavi Kapoor. 

I, Balwinder Singh alias 

Sahab Singh S/o Naranjan 

Singh R/o 60, Sultanwind Road, 

Uttam Avenue, Amritsar, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Balwinder Singh alias Sahab 

Singh to Balwinder Singh. 

I, Mukesh S/o Amarjit 

Kumar R/o H.No. 84, Gali No. 3, 

Vijay Nagar, Batala Road, 

Amritsar, Punjab have changed 

my name from Mukesh to 

Mukesh Sharma. 

I, Riten Takriya son of 

Madan R/o Jhuggi No. 4, Near 

Tubewell No.4, Maloya, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Riten Takriya to 

Rityen Bhatnagar. 

I, Sandeep Kumar Relhan 

S/o Harish Kumar R/o 

H.no.31/4, Guru Nanak Pura, 

kacha Camp, district Panipat 

have changed my name from 

Sandeep Kumar Relahan to 

Sandeep Kumar Relhan for all 

future purposes. 

I, Vipan Mittal S/o Vinod 

Kumar Mittal R/o h.no.1085, 

Sector 12, Huda, Panipat have 

changed my name from Vipan 

Mittal to Vipin Mittal for all future 

purposes. 

I,  Minarva Bhanja W/o 

Rank SUB Rajiv Kumar Bhanja  

R/o Aruha, Kanika Pada, 

jajapur, Odisha- 755011 declare 

that in my husband’s  Army 

service documents,  my name 

wrongly recorded as Minarva 

Samal. My correct name is 

Minarva Bhanja Vide affidavit 

No. IN-PB74327019187X Dated 

07.03.2025 Before Notary 

Public, Gurdaspur  (Punjab) 

I Shama Kumari w/o 

Sunny Kumar RO ward number 

9,  Gurudwara Gali, Dinanagar, 

teh. Dinanagar, District 

Gurdaspur declare that in my 

husband passport written 

bymistake my name as Shama 

Kumari, But my correct name is 

Shama Devi . All concerned 

note. 

I, No 2496522L Hav  Ranjit 

Singh S/o Swaran Singh R/o 

Dullanangal Po Bangowani Distt 

Gurdaspur declare that in my 

Army Service record name and 

date of birth of my mother has 

been wrongly written as Kulbir 

Kaur and 01.07.1957. Her 

correct name and DOB are 

Jasbir Kaur and 01.01.1950. 

Concerned note. 

I, No 2496522L Hav  Ranjit 

Singh S/o Swaran Singh R/o 

Dullanangal Po Bangowani 

Distt Gurdaspur declare that in 

my Army Service record name 

and date of birth of my father 

has been wrongly written as 

Swarn  Singh and 01.07.1952 . 

Her correct name and DOB are 

Swaran Singh  and 01.01.1950. 

Concerned note. 

I, Arvinder Singh S/o 

Jasbir Singh R/o Bhekhowali 

(Gurdaspur)  have changed my 

name to Singh Arvinder. 

Concerned note. 

I, Savita Rajkumar 

Wankhade is legally wedded 

wife of Wankhade Rajkumar 

Baburao 1 Mahar Pin- 911501, 

Resident of Village At 

Mahirabpura Achalpur PO 

Achalpur, Tehsil Achalpur 

District Amravati State 

Maharashtra Pincode-444806 

have changed my name from 

Savita to Savita Rajkumar 

Wankhade due to wrong name 

recorded in my husband’s army 

service record vide affidavit no 

IN-PB14792995200672X 

before Notary Public Gurdaspur 

dated 10 March 2025 

I, Wankhade Rajkumar 

Baburao 1 Mahar Pin- 911501, 

Resident of Village At 

Mahirabpura Achalpur PO 

Achalpur, Tehsil Achalpur 

District Amravati State 

Maharashtra Pincode-444806 

have changed my son name 

from Saurabh to Saurabh 

Rajkumar Wankhade due to 

wrong name recorded in my 

army service record vide 

affidavit no IN- 

PB14800577454533X before 

Notary Public Gurdaspur dated 

10 March 2025 

I, Wankhade Rajkumar 

Baburao 1 Mahar Pin- 911501, 

Resident of Village At 

Mahirabpura Achalpur PO 

Achalpur, Tehsil Achalpur 

District Amravati State 

Maharashtra Pincode-444806 

have changed my daughter 

name from Khushi to Khushi 

Rajkumar Wankhade due to 

wrong name recorded in my 

army service record vide 

affidavit no IN- 

PB14799636250296X  before 

Notary Public Gurdaspur dated 

10 March 2025. 

I, Trilok Singh S/o  Shri 

Jeet Singh R/o 68, Near Bus 

Stand, Peeranwali, Tehsil and 

District Hisar declare that I have 

changed my name from  Tirlok 

Singh to  Trilok Singh for all 

future purpose. 

I, Sunny Son of Shri 

Narayan Das resident of H.No. 

1999, Huda Colony, Community 

Center, Sector 13-17 Panipat, 

Distt Panipat-132103, Haryana, 

India state that I have changed 

my name from Sunny to Sunny 

Kapoor. 

I, Koushlya Sharma w/o 

No.13995488A, Rank TS Naik, 

Baldev Singh (Retd) r/o Village 

Labkari, P.O. Garhi Birbal, 

Tehsil Indri, Distt. Karnal, 

Haryana have changed my 

name from Koushlya Sharma to 

Kaushyla Devi. 

I, Mohit S/o Kehar Chand 

R/o House No 78, Nai Basti, 

Nalwi (260), Kurukshetra, 

Haryana have  Changed my 

name from Mohit to Mohit Saini. 

I, Jagdish Ram S/o 

Gobind Ram R/o Village 

Kishanpura, Shankar Colony, 

VPO Pipli, Thanesar, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Jagdish Ram to 

Jagdish Chand. 

I, Jasvir Singh Alias Jasvir 

Singh Brar S/O Harnek Singh 

R/O H No-128, Mini Chandigarh 

Colony, Moga, Punjab-142001 

have changed my name to 

Jasvir Singh Brar. 

I, Karnail Singh S/O 

Gurmeet Singh R/O H No 07, 

Dharampura Colony Batala, 

Gurdaspur, Punjab-143505 

have changed my name to 

Karanveer Singh Gill. 

I, Pushap Lata W/O Mehar 

Chand R/O Vishkarma Nagar 

Lamini, PO-Pathankot, 

Gurdaspur, Punjab-145001 

have changed my name to 

Pushpa Lata. 

I, Harmit Singh S/o 

Gurmeet Singh R/o Near LIC 

Office, H No 491, Model Town, 

Kapurthala, Punjab-144601 

have changed my name to 

Malkiat Singh. 

I, Vikas Kumar S/o Ved 

Parkash R/o H.No. 2219, 

Sector-7, HBC Kurukshetra, 

have changed my name from 

Vikas Kumar to Vikas Rohilla.  

I, Himanshu S/o Satpal 

Singh R/o Bandrana, Kaithal, 

Haryana– 136027, declare that 

name of my mother has been 

wrongly written as Sudesh in 

my 12th Class educational 

documents. The actual name of 

my mother is Sudesh Rani, 

which may be amended 

accordingly.  

I, Mahak D/o Surender 

Singh R/o Gali No. 8, Kailash 

Nagar, Thanesar, Kurukshetra, 

Haryana- 136118, declare that 

name of my father has been 

wrongly written as Surender 

Kumar in my 10th & 12th Class 

educational documents. The 

actual name of my Father is 

Surender Singh, which may be 

amended accordingly. 

I  Ex No-Jc-375813-W, 

Rank-Sub & Hony Capt, Name- 

Darshan Kumar Residence Of 

Vpo-Kotla Power House, Tehsil-

Anandpur Sahib, 

District-Rupnagar, That I 

Change My Son's Name 

Lakhwinder Kumar To 

Lakhwinder Singh Due To 

Wrongly Mentioned In My Army 

Records. 

I Rashmi Arora W/o Sahil 

Arora R/o D-304, Green Lotus 

Saksham, Patiala Chandigarh 

Road, Zirakpur SAS Nagar 

Mohali Punjab have changed 

my name from Rashmi Arora to 

Rashmi Mittal 

I, Rajo wife of No 

2849028X, Rfn (Late) Nafe 

Singh, resident of Vill- Jabala, 

PO- Salwan, Teh-Karnal, Distt-

Karnal (Haryana)- 132046 have 

changed my name from Rajo To 

Rajo Devi vide Affidavit dated 

10 Mar 25 sworn in before 

Notary, Karnal. 

I Mahender Kumar S/o 

Madan Lal, R/o #3695/17 Near 

Krishan Kirpa Mandir, Uttam 

Nagar, Hansi, Hisar, Haryana 

have changed my name to 

Mahender Pushkarna 

I Nirmla Devi W/o Sh. 

Davinder Kumar R/o 

House.No.920 Sector-16 

Panchkula, Haryana, I have 

changed my name from Nirmla 

Devi to Nirmala Devi. 

I Mohit Bansal S/O Pawan 

Kumar R/O Bharat Nagar 

Colony, St.No. 2a, Rampura 

Phul Distt Bathinda Punjab 

151103, I Have Changed The 

Name Of My Minor Son 

Urvansh Bansal Insan Aged 

About 8 Years And He Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As 

Urvansh Bansal. 

I, Sunita Rehlon W/o 

Sham Sunder R/o H.No.195, 

Sector-98 One City Hamlet 

Mohali, District S.A.S  Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Sunita to Sunita Rehlon. 

I Shyam Lal s/o Tuti Ram 

r/o village Jorasi Kalan Bodhni 

tehsil Pehowa distt. 

Kurukshetra Haryana inform 

that I have changed my name 

from Shayam Lal to Shyam Lal. 

I Hari Mohan S/o Sh. Ram 

Sharma R/o H.no. 155 Type 3 

MES Colony Chandimandir 

Cantt Panchkula, have changed 

my name from Hari Mohan to 

Hari Mohan Sharma. 

I Arun Kumar S/o Lalit 

Kishore R/o H.no. 42/1, M.no. 

28 Jalandhar cantt Punjab, 

declare that Shaurya Raj is my 

minor son who is studying in 

class 4, KV 1 school but in his 

school record his name is 

mentioned as Shaurya which is 

incorrect his correct name is 

Shaurya Raj. 

I, Rajiv Sehgal S/o Desh 

Raj Sehgal R/o Opp Neelam 

Gas Agency Alba Colony New 

Ranjitpura Chheharta, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Rajiv Sehgal to Rajiv Kumar 

Sehgal 

I, Kuljit Singh S/o 

Amarjeet Singh R/o Vlla 

No.118, Tarn Taran Road, 

Punjabi Bagh, Gilwali, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Kuljeet Singh to Kuljeet Singh. 

I, hitherto Known as Gurtej 

Singh Son of Jhilmil Singh 

residing at Village Chhina Bidhi 

Chand District Tarn Taran-

143305 Punjab have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 

known as Gurbhej Singh 

I, hitherto Known as Sachin 

Kumar Son of Sham Sunder 

Seth residing at H.No.3-B, 

Lane No.1, Dayanand Nagar, 

District Amritsar-143001 

Punjab have changed my name 

and Shall hereafter be known 

as Sachin Seth 

I Sarabjit Singh S/o Ajit 

Singh R/o Vill Nangal Tola PO 

Rajasansi Tehsil Ajnala 

Amritsar have changed my 

name to Sarbjit Singh 

I, Gopal Sidhu S/o 

Manmohan Singh R/o H.No.97-

A Green Enclave near Surya 

Enclave Jalandhar have 

changed my name from Gopal 

Sidhu to Gopal singh 

I, Prerna Sidhu D/o Gopal 

Singh H.No.97-A Green 

Enclave near Surya Enclave 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name from Prerna Sidhu to 

Parena 

I, Jagtar Singh and Jagpal 

Singh S/o Surjit Singh R/o VPO 

Hoshiar Nagar, Tehsil and 

District Amritsar have declare 

that above both name’s are 

mine one and same person 

I, Ramesh Singh father of 

No.13781175M Nk Rajeev 

Singh Unit of 11 Jak Rif C/o 56 

Apo that in my son’s army 

service record my name has 

been wrongly entered as 

Ramesh Singh but my correct 

name is Ramesh Singh 

Manhas Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB03805476862924X 

Dt.04.02.2025 before Executive 

Magistrate Amritsar 

I, Dalbir Singh S/o Amarjit 

Singh R/o H.No.493, D.S.P 

Park East Mohan Nagar, 

Sultanwind Road, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Dalbir Singh to Dalbir Singh 

Rajput 

I, Mohanjit Kaur W/o 

Dalbir Singh Rajput R/o 

H.No.493, D.S.P Park East 

Mohan Nagar, Sultanwind 

Road, Amritsar have changed 

my name from Mohanjit Kaur to 

Mohanjit Kaur Rajput 

I, Ashok S/o Satpal R/o 

H.No.8062, Gali No.4, Bahadur 

Ngar Sultanwind Road, 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Ashok to Ashok 

Gupta 

I, Kiranmayi Spouse of 

No.15163475A Rank Hav 

Galeiah Pagadala R/o Village 

Ammani Gudi Padu Post 

Ammani Gudi Padu Tehsil 

Yeerra Gounda Palem  District 

Prakasham State Andhra 

Pradesh-523330 have 

changed my name from 

Kiranmayi to Miriyampalli 

Kiranmayi Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB14956079404111X 

Dt.1.03.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Seema Arora W/o Vipan 

Kumar Arora R/o H.No.5, Raj 

Avenue, Kale Road, 

Chehharta, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Seema 

Arora to Seema Vohra 

I, E Siri Chandana is 

legally wedded spouse of No. 

JC-776190X Sub Pradeep 

Kumar Gorthi resident of 

53/12/13, Madhwa Street, Near 

King Market, Kurnool, Andhra 

Pradesh-518001 now at of 871 

FWC (615 EME BN) C/o 56 

APO, have changed my name 

E Siri Chandana to Emani Siri 

Chandana vide affidavit no. IN-

PB15322667726566X dated 

11-03-2025, before Notary 

Public, Amritsar 

I, G Ramalakshmi is 

mother of No. JC-776190X Sub 

Pradeep Kumar Gorthi resident 

of 53/12/13, Madhwa Street, 

Near King Market, Kurnool, 

Andhra Pradesh-518001 now 

at of 871 FWC (615 EME BN) 

C/o 56 APO, have changed my 

name G Ramalakshmi to 

Gorthi Ramalakshmi vide 

affidavit no. IN-

PB15323199563887X dated 

11-03-2025, before Notary 

Public, Amritsar 

I, G Anantha Seetha Ram 

is father of No. JC-776190X 

Sub Pradeep Kumar Gorthi 

resident of 53/12/13, Madhwa 

Street, Near King Market, 

Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh-

518001 now at of 871 FWC 

(615 EME BN) C/o 56 APO, 

have changed my name G 

Anantha Seetha Ram to Gorthi 

Anantha Sitharam vide affidavit 

no. IN-PB15322932598023X 

dated 11-03-2025, before 

Notary Public, Amritsar 

I, Balwinder Singh 

Kachura S/o Veer Singh R/o 

Villa Suba Zadid PO Canal 

Colony District Ferozepur have 

changed my name from 

Balwinder Singh Kachura to 

Balwinder Singh. 

I, Sonia Devi spouse of 

No. 9113784N Hav/Clk(SD) 

Sh. Pradeep R/o Village Jai Jai 

Wanti, PO Garhwali Khera, 

Tehsil Julana, Distt. Jind, 

Haryana, have changed my 

name from Sonia Devi to Sonia 

vide Affidavit No. 8038 dated 3 

March, Notary Public, Jind. 

I Rani Devi W/o Sh. 

Surender, H. No. 434/2, Tej 

Colony,  Rohtak-124001 

Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name from Rani 

Devi to Rani. In future I will be 

called as Rani for all purposes. 

I  Harpreet Kaur W/o 

Prabhjit Singh D/o Balwinder 

Singh R/o H.No.1268, Baba 

Farid Nagar Village Ghanupur 

Kale Chehharta Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Harpreet Kaur to Ritu Kaur 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME
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Heated debate between treasury, opposition benches
over Rs 2,100 allowance for women in Hry Assembly
����n ����	
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The Haryana Assembly on Tuesday wit-
nessed heated exchanges between oppo-

sition lawmakers and the treasury benches
over Rs 2100 monthly allowance for women.
On the third day of the Budget session of the
Haryana Vidhan Sabha, Congress MLA from
Mulana Pooja Chaudhary during Question
hour sought to know from the Government
the time by which the monthly assistance is
likely to be disbursed to the women of the
state. Participating in a discussion on the gov-
ernor’s address, another Congress leader and
Julana MLA Vinesh Phogat also raised the
issue of Rs 2100 allowance for women.

In his reply, Haryana Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister Krishan Kumar
Bedi referred to the BJP’s poll promise and
said, “It is under consideration and the gov-
ernment will take a decision on this soon,”
Bedi informed the House. Ahead of the
October 2024 Haryana Assembly polls, the
BJP had promised to provide the amount to
women each month if it returned to power.

Asking a supplementary question, the
Congress MLA said, “I am surprised that this
kind of reply is being given in the House. Is
this the seriousness of the government?”
“During the polls, this was the BJP’s first
promise to women. They spoke of giving
financial assistance to women. And now, five
months later, this matter is under consider-
ation. I am asking a clear question about the

definite time when the scheme will be imple-
mented,” she asked.

Responding to this, Bedi reiterated his
reply and told the Congress MLAs in the
House that they do not have to worry about
the seriousness of the BJP government whose
“promises are guarantees”. Launching a
scathing attack on the Congress, the minis-
ter reminded the party about the fate of
promises it had made to the people of
Himachal Pradesh, Telangana and
Karnataka.
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Ruling BJP MLAs on Tuesday claimed in

the Haryana Assembly that the state is wit-
nessing fast development under the party-led
government, which the opposition countered
saying that the state has fallen behind on sev-
eral parameters. The MLAs were participat-
ing in a discussion on the Governor's
Address in the State Assembly.

The ruling party legislators talked about
various steps that the BJP government has
taken in the state for the welfare of various
sections in the past decade. BJP MLA
Laxman Singh Yadav said all-round devel-
opment has been undertaken by the state gov-
ernment, but the opposition cannot see it.
Another BJP MLA Kanwar Singh Yadav said
if the opposition claims no development has
been undertaken, then why did people
bring back the BJP to power for a third con-
secutive term? He targeted the Congress, say-

ing people have repeatedly rejected them.
"Their situation is such that today they are
unable to even pick up their legislative party
leader (CLP)," he said.

Meanwhile, Congress member Ashok
Arora, while participating in the discussion
on the Governor's Address, said the Address
is supposed to be the roadmap of the govern-
ment, which shows what it intends to do for
the public and how to facilitate them, but none
of it was mentioned this time. "It is the gov-
ernment's responsibility that people should get
good education, good health, security and
youth gets employment. But all these things
are missing in Haryana today," Arora said.

Arora said that the government talks about
making Haryana "viksit", "but 75 per cent of
the state population is below the poverty line".
He said youth are not getting employment
and many are forced to adopt illegal "don-
key" routes to go abroad in search of employ-
ment where they get caught and then
deported.

Congress' Pooja Chaudhary targeted the
government on various fronts. She said, "3/4th
population is living below the poverty line.
If the policies of the government were right,
the income of the poor would have doubled
and not their number".  On the farmers' issue,
she asked if the government's policies are
"farmer-centric", then why are peasants still
unhappy? She said the government should
specify the income of how many farmers has
been doubled.
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In a significant move ahead of the crucial
March 19 meeting with the Central

Government, farmers protesting at Punjab
and Haryana’s Shambhu and Khanauri bor-
ders have submitted a detailed MSP feasibil-
ity report to the Centre, asserting that the
Centre can ensure Minimum Support Price
(MSP) procurement at an estimated cost of
Rs 25,000 - Rs 30,000 crore — as demand-
ed by the Union Agriculture Minister in the
previous meeting.

The report, prepared after consultations
with agricultural experts, challenges the
Central Government’s long-standing claim
that legalizing MSP would be financially unvi-
able. With this document, the farmers aim to
push the Centre into a corner, demanding a
fact-based discussion rather than political
rhetoric in the upcoming negotiations.

The Central Government, now in posses-
sion of the farmers’ financial assessment, is
set to scrutinize the figures with experts
before responding in the high-stakes meet-
ing. The report comes at a time when the
movement has already gained significant
momentum, and the farmer leaders are
warning that failure to accept their demand
could escalate the protest to a national level.

Meanwhile, the situation at the protest sites
remains tense as farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal’s indefinite hunger strike has
entered its 106th day, with him refusing any
medical assistance for the past four days,
heightening concerns over his deteriorating
health. His condition is being closely mon-
itored by fellow farmers and supporters, who
have vowed to intensify their agitation if the
government fails to address their demands.

The farmers’ agitation at the Shambhu and
Khanauri borders has now been ongoing for
nearly a year, having started on February 13,
2024. Despite six rounds of meetings
between the farmers and the Central
Government, a concrete resolution has
remained elusive. The farmers have remained
steadfast in their demand for a legal guar-
antee for MSP, arguing that it is the only way
to ensure financial security for cultivators.

Unlike the 2020-21 farmers’ protest,

which was primarily led by the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM), the current agitation
is being carried out under the banners of the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (Non-Political) and
the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha, which have
brought together multiple farmer unions.
Interestingly, SKM itself has not officially
joined the ongoing movement, though dis-
cussions for unity between different farmer
factions have taken place at least six times.
The issue has even reached the Supreme
Court, reflecting its national significance.

“Now as we have given our report with all
the facts and figures to the Centre
Government that providing legal guarantee
of MSP would not be a massive financial bur-
den, now it is on the Centre to respond with
a concrete proposal. We hope that before our
next talks, the government hold thorough
discussions with the experts to analyze our
claims and its financial feasibility,” a senior
farmer leader said.

As a build-up to the March 19 meeting,
farmers have unveiled a series of escalation
plans and events to mobilize greater support
and put additional pressure on the central
government. On March 16, a Kisan
Sammelan (farmer conference) will be held
in Tamil Nadu’s Tenkasi district to discuss
the demand for a legal MSP guarantee. The
day after, a joint conference with agricultur-
al experts will be organized at Chandigarh’s
Kisan Bhawan by the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (Non-Political) and Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha to strengthen their argument for an
MSP law.

On March 23, the martyrdom anniversary
of Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh, special
programs will be held at the Data Singh
Wala-Khanauri, Shambhu, and Ratanpura
protest sites, further amplifying the move-
ment.
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A minor clash erupted between farmers
and police in Gurdaspur district on Tuesday
as tensions flared over land acquisition for
the Delhi-Katra Expressway. Farmers protest-

ing in Nangal Jhor and Bharat villages alleged
that police forcibly tried to clear land for the
project, damaging standing wheat crops in
the process. According to the Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Committee (KMSC), at least
seven farmers were injured in the police
action and were later admitted to the
Harchowal Government Hospital for treat-
ment.

KMSC president Sarwan Singh Pandher
accused the administration of forcefully
acquiring land without providing compen-
sation to farmers. “The police removed farm-
ers’ turbans, destroyed standing crops, and
used force to clear the fields. This is a clear
violation of farmers' rights,” Pandher alleged.
He named the injured farmers as Parminder
Singh, Ajaib Singh, Gurmukh Singh, Harjit
Singh, Ajit Singh, Nishan Singh, and Ajit
Singh Bhittewind.

Early Tuesday morning, a team of district
officials, accompanied by police personnel,
arrived in the villages to remove farmers from
the land earmarked for the highway project.
As soon as the news spread, hundreds of
farmers, including women, gathered near
Nangal Jhor Gurdwara and began a sit-in
protest.

The situation escalated when farmers, car-
rying union flags, rushed towards the
machines being used to clear their fields.
Some even laid down in front of the equip-
ment, refusing to leave. A scuffle broke out,
during which police allegedly pushed farm-
ers back, leading to injuries and the forcible
removal of turbans. Despite the clash, the
administration was ultimately forced to
retreat without completing the eviction.

The protest stems from the long-standing
dispute over compensation for acquired land.
Farmers insisted that they have not received
fair compensation, while district authorities
claimed that payments have already been
made. “We will not allow forced land acqui-
sition without proper compensation,” said a
protesting farmer.

In response to the violence, Pandher
announced that farmers will strategize their
next move in a meeting, warning that the agi-
tation will only intensify if the government
does not engage in fair negotiations.
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Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, who also

holds the Finance portfolio, presented the
final installment of Supplementary Demands
for Grants for the year 2024-25 on Tuesday,
amounting to Rs 17,053.78 crore.

The supplementary demands included an
allocation of Rs 15,776.19 crore under State
Schemes and Rs 1,277.59 crore under
Centrally Sponsored Schemes. The major
expenditures proposed in the demands
include Rs 10,137.07 crore for the repayment
of Ways and Means Advances/Overdraft, Rs
1,033.63 crore for power subsidy, restoration
of power transformers damaged during the
monsoon, and loans to power sector utili-
ties like HP Power Transmission
Corporation, HP Power Corporation, HP
State Electricity Board, and HP State Load
Dispatch Centre.

An allocation of Rs 814.94 crore has been
made for subsidies to the Himachal Road
Transport Corporation in lieu of fare con-
cessions to various categories of passengers
and the purchase of e-buses. Additionally, Rs
763.26 crore has been allocated for pensions
and other retirement benefits, Rs 455.91 crore
for the construction of medical colleges, pur-
chase of machinery, and the HIMCARE
Yojana. An amount of Rs 329.44 crore has
been allocated for water supply and sanita-
tion schemes, Rs 303.67 crore for relief in
response to natural calamities, Rs 173.25
crore for tourism development, and Rs
150.19 crore for the restoration/reconstruc-
tion of school buildings damaged during the
monsoon, construction of new school and
college buildings, indoor auditoriums, and
payment of pending liabilities of Pharmacy
College Seraj.

Further, Rs 142.83 crore has been provid-
ed for grants to rural local bodies under the
15th Finance Commission, Rs 135.88 crore
for the construction of roads/bridges and

compensation, Rs 130.16 crore for the con-
struction of hostels for working women, hon-
orariums to Anganwadi workers/mini
Anganwadi workers/helpers, Mukhya Mantri
Sukh Aashray Yojana, Mukhya Mantri Sukh
Shiksha Yojana, and Indira Gandhi Mahila
Samman Nidhi Yojana. An amount of Rs
127.77 crore has been allocated for the con-
struction of a State Guest House at Dwaraka,
New Delhi, a girls’ hostel at National Law
University, construction and maintenance of
office buildings, and Rs 124.50 crore for rail-
way projects.
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Legislators from both the ruling Congress
and the opposition BJP on Tuesday paid trib-
utes to former Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and former minister Kishan Kapoor
in the Himachal Pradesh Assembly. Former
PM Singh, the architect of India's econom-
ic reforms, died on December 26 last year
at the age of 92 following age-related com-
plications. Kishan Kapoor, a prominent

Gaddi leader, passed away on February 1,
2024 at PGI Chandigarh after a prolonged
illness. He was 74.

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
said that it was former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh who initiated MNREGA
to provide employment, especially in rural
areas, and also started the practice of estab-
lishing technology-based institutions. He
added that the foundation of the Atal
Tunnel was laid by Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi during the tenure of Manmohan
Singh. During his tenure, Himachal Pradesh
received several prestigious institutions,
including the Medical College in Ner
Chowk, IIM Sirmaur and IIIT Una.

Remembering former MP and Minister
Kishan Kapoor, Sukhu said that Kapoor
became a legislator for the first time in 1990
and served the people selflessly.

Paying tributes to Manmohan Singh,
Leader of the Opposition Jai Ram Thakur
said that, generally, Prime Ministers are
politicians, but Singh was one who held pres-
tigious positions, including Chairman of the
Reserve Bank of India, Economic Advisor,
and Finance Minister, before becoming the
Prime Minister.

President Murmu Graces Central University of Punjab’s 10th Convocation
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President Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday
presided over the 10th Convocation Ceremony

of Central University of Punjab (CU Punjab),
Bathinda, highlighting the institution’s academic
excellence, diverse student body, and commitment
to research. Addressing the gathering as the Chief
Guest, she praised Punjab’s rich cultural legacy,
Sikh heritage, and contributions to education while
urging students to embrace curiosity, originality,
and morality in their professional and personal
lives.

The event saw the conferment of 1,091 post-
graduate and PhD degrees, along with 43 gold
medals to meritorious students. Additionally, five
eminent personalities were honoured with
Honorary Causa (DLitt) degrees for their excep-
tional contributions to academia, culture, and
social progress. The President personally conferred
nine gold medals, underscoring the rising promi-
nence of women in higher education, as 65 per-
cent of this year’s gold medals were awarded to
female students.

President Murmu, in her address, commend-
ed CU Punjab’s diverse student body, which

includes learners from all Indian states, Union
Territories, and 20 foreign countries. She noted
that this cultural confluence makes the universi-
ty a true representation of India’s rich heritage and
national integration, aligning with the vision of
‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’.

She particularly praised the university’s focus
on Diaspora and Migration Studies, recognizing
its relevance in today’s globalized world. “The study
of migration is vital in Punjab, a land deeply con-
nected with the diaspora,” she said, applauding the
faculty’s research efforts in this domain.

Drawing attention to Punjab’s spiritual and his-
torical importance, President Murmu remarked
that students of CU Punjab are fortunate to receive
education near Takht Sri Damdama Sahib, the
revered Sikh religious site also known as Guru Ki
Kashi.

Lauding Punjab’s vibrant folk culture during a
civic reception hosted by the Punjab Government
at the Indian School of Business in Mohali in the
evening, the President humorously stated that
watching Bhangra could uplift even the most
unwell individual, making them feel like dancing.
She also acknowledged Punjab’s culinary influence
worldwide, noting how lassi, dahi, and paranthas

have found a place in international cuisines.
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In a moment of prestige, Honorary Causa
(DLitt) degrees were bestowed upon five dis-
tinguished personalities, including an emi-
nent agricultural economist Padma Bhushan
Prof Sardara Singh Johl; veteran actor,
social worker, and cultural ambassador
Padma Bhushan Anupam Kher; renowned
economist and chairman of Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister
Padma Bhushan Prof (Dr) Bibek Debroy
(posthumously);  distinguished Buddhist
scholar Phunchok Stobdan; and noted aca-
demician contributing to education and soci-
etal development Prof Karam Tej Singh
Sarao.
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Following the convocation, President

Murmu received a rousing civic reception
from the Punjab Government at the Indian
School of Business (ISB), Mohali — mark-
ing a historic visit as the first Indian

President to stay at Punjab Raj Bhavan for
two consecutive days. The event, attended
by Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann,
Haryana Governor Bandaru Dattatraya,
and the Chief Justice of Punjab and Haryana
High Court Sheel Nagu, celebrated Punjab’s
academic, economic, and cultural legacy.

Welcoming the President, CM Mann
called her visit a “red-letter day in Punjab’s
history”, emphasizing that every Punjabi was
proud to host her on this sacred land of
Gurus, saints, and warriors. He expressed
confidence that her presence at Central
University of Punjab (Bathinda) and Panjab
University (Chandigarh) would inspire stu-
dents to strive for excellence.

Hailing President Murmu’s journey of
resilience and achievement, Mann compared
her rise to that of global leaders like
Abraham Lincoln, highlighting how hard
work, vision, and commitment can break
barriers. Praising Punjab’s contribution to the
nation, Mann said: “Punjab is not just the
food bowl of India but also its sword arm,
known for courage, resilience, and enter-
prise.”
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President Droupadi Murmu will preside
over Panjab University’s 72nd Convocation
on Wednesday marking a historic moment
as she becomes the sixth Indian President to
address the university’s convocation. The
event will see the conferral of 812 PhD
degrees, 70 gold medals, and several presti-
gious honorary degrees, including Doctor of
Science (Honoris Causa) to mathematician
Dr RJ Hans-Gill and Doctor of Literature
(Honoris Causa) to social worker Sushri
Nivedita Raghunath Bhide.

Prominent personalities such as Dr Gurtej
Singh Sandhu (Vigyan Ratna), Dr
Harmohinder Singh Bedi (Sahitya Ratna),
and Olympian shooter Manu Bhaker (Khel
Ratna) will also be honoured for their con-
tributions. With extensive preparations
complete, the convocation will be live-
streamed on PU’s official YouTube and
Facebook pages. For security and logistical
arrangements, March 12 has been declared
a holiday for all PU departments.

Haryana CM presents awards to winning

players at All India Police Volleyball Games
����n ����	
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Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini on Tuesday gave away the prizes

during the closing event of the 73rd All India
Police Volleyball Group 2024-25 games at the
Madhuban Police Academy in Karnal and
said  the competition not only showcased
sportsmanship but also symbolized disci-
pline, unity, and dedication of the police
force.

Saini said that sports play a vital role in
enhancing the performance of police forces
in carrying out their duties. Players from 35
teams representing different states partici-
pated in the competition, including 791 men,
297 women, and 65 technical officers.

While congratulating the winning play-
ers, he acknowledged the tireless efforts of
police personnel, who are engaged around
the clock in ensuring the country’s internal
security and protecting citizens. He said that
whether responding to natural disasters,
maintaining law and order, or managing
public cooperation during emergencies, the
police force is always at the forefront. "This
competition provided players with an oppor-
tunity to showcase their skills and abilities,
while also gaining insight into each other's
emotions, beliefs, and lifestyles," he said.

Director General of Police Shatrujeet

Kapur said that Haryana Police hosted the
All India Police Games for the 19th time and
highlighted several initiatives undertaken by
the state government to support the players.
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The Counting of votes for the Municipal
Corporation elections will be held on

Wednesday. On March 2, the polling to elect
mayors and all ward members in seven cor-
porations of Gurugram Manesar, Faridabad,
Hisar, Rohtak, Karnal, and Yamuna Nagar
was conducted and about 46 per cent of the
more than 51 lakh eligible voters exercised
their franchise.

The bypolls for the post of mayor in
Ambala and Sonipat municipal corporations
were also held on March 2. The Polling for
the Panipat Municipal Corporation was held
on March 9 to elect the Mayor and 26
Councillors and 52 percent of 4,11,038 eli-
gible voters exercised their franchise.

Haryana State Election Commissioner
Dhanpat Singh said that the counting
process will begin on March 12 at 8:00 AM,
and the results will be declared on the same
day once the counting is completed. Singh
stated that the election results will be avail-
able on the State Election Commission’s web-

site at https://secharyana.gov.in. During the
vote counting process, no candidate, count-
ing agent, or counting staff will be permit-
ted to bring any electronic devices such as
mobile phones, pen drives, cameras, laptops,
pens, digital watches, etc., to the counting
center.

To ensure proper and smooth completion
of the vote counting process for the urban
local body elections, extensive arrange-
ments have been made by the Commission
in coordination with the district administra-
tion. Election Observers will be present at
all the relevant counting locations. For
security purposes, and particularly for the
protection of the EVMs, a police force will
accompany the team transporting the EVMs
from the strong room to the counting cen-
ter.

Singh said  26 ward members have been
elected unopposed in the Urban Local
Bodies elections and all elected ward mem-
bers have been issued certificates by the
respective Returning Officers confirming
their unopposed election.
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Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday directed the officials to ensure

the swift and timely completion of the
Shaheed Udham Singh State Institute of
Medical Sciences and Civil Hospital in
Hoshiarpur.

Mann, chairing a high-level review meet-
ing at his residence, emphasized that the Rs
418.30 crore project is crucial for providing
quality healthcare services to the people of
Punjab, especially the Kandi region. The
Institute, spread over 21.41 acres, will
include a 300-bed ultra-modern hospital and
a medical college with an annual intake of
150 students.

The hospital will feature two basements,
eight floors, and a dedicated service floor
within the existing Medical Hospital Campus
in Hoshiarpur. The medical college will have
an auditorium, service blocks, and hostels for
boys and girls, with expansion plans for
future needs. To expedite construction, the
Chief Minister instructed officials to issue
separate tenders for the medical college and
hospital, ensuring efficient execution. He
stressed that all work must be allotted and
completed in a time-bound manner, so the
region benefits from modern healthcare facil-
ities at the earliest.
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SJVN Signs MoU with Government of 

Chhattisgarh & CSPGCL for 1800 MW Kotpali 

Pumped Storage Project. 

Shimla: SJVN has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with Government of Chhattisgarh and Chhattisgarh State 

Power Generation Company Limited (CSPGCL) for 

development of 1800 MW Kotpali Pumped Storage Project (PSP) 

in Chhattisgarh. The MoU signing ceremony was held in the 

esteemed presence of Hon’ble Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh, Sh. 

Vishnu Deo Sai. The MoU was signed by Sh. Sushil Kumar 

Sharma, Director (Projects) SJVN, Sh. Subodh Kumar Singh, 

Principal Secretary, Energy Department of Chhattisgarh and Sh. 

Sanjeev Kumar Katiyar, Managing Director of CSPGCL. On this 

occasion, senior officials from SJVN and Government of 

Chhattisgarh were also present. The Kotpali PSP is an off-stream 

closed-loop type pumped storage project located in Balrampur 

District, Chhattisgarh. With an installed capacity of 1800 MW, the 

project is expected to generate approximately 3967 million units 

of electricity annually. Once operational, it will contribute 

significantly to India's energy transition goals while ensuring a 

stable and resilient power supply. 

The Babe Ke Educational Trust Organized An 

Akhand Path At Baba Ke Anghin Gaushala 

Mudki.  

During the event, special efforts were made to protect the Anghin 

cows, and an ambulance along with 24x7 health services were 

provided for the welfare of the cattle. The Akhand Path was a 

spiritual gathering that attracted a large number of participants who 

took part in the prayers and rituals, emphasizing the importance 

of cow protection and animal welfare. Special efforts were made 

throughout the event to promote the well-being of the cattle, 

including the provision of health services. An ambulance dedicated 

to the animals was also introduced, ensuring that immediate 

medical assistance could be provided when needed. Furthermore, 

24x7 health services were set up to offer continuous care and 

support for the cows.  

Grand Conclusion of the 54th National Safety 

Week, SJPNL and SUEZ Team Take the ‘Safety 

Oath 

Shimla: The closing ceremony of the 54th National Safety Week 

was successfully organized at SJPNL (Shimla Jal Prabandhan 

Nigam) Dhalli Tank premises. On this occasion, SJPNL General 

Manager (GM) Mr. Rajesh Kashyap was present as the chief 

guest. He was accompanied by AGM Mr. Dinesh Bhardwaj, 

senior officials of SJPNL, representatives of the SUEZ team, and 

other corporation employees. The ceremony began with safety 

awareness sessions, where workplace safety standards, hazard 

identification, and accident prevention were discussed in detail. A 

special CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) and First Aid 

Training Session was conducted by NGO Doers. 

 

Shri Mahesh Chander Gupta takes over as 

Director (Marketing),  

NFL 

Noida: Shri Mahesh 

Chander Gupta has joined 

the Board of National 

Fertilizers Limited (NFL) as 

Director (Marketing). Prior 

to this, he was serving as 

Chief General Manager 

(Business Development - 

Gas) in Indian Oil 

Corporation Limited (IOCL) 

heading Natural Gas 

Sourcing and Marketing at 

Corporate Office.  

A seasoned professional with over 30 years of experience, Shri 

Gupta has played a pivotal role in upscaling of Natural Gas 

business for IOCL to new heights, establishing new business 

streams of Petrochemicals including PTA & Polymers in 

domestic and global markets and other Business Development 

Activities. A Management Graduate from FMS, Udaipur as well 

as Cost & Management Accountant(Gold Medallist) besides 

advanced management programmes, Shri Gupta has held 

leadership positions across Petroleum Marketing, 

Petrochemicals Marketing, Natural Gas Marketing business and 

Vigilance vertical.

USP
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PRESS NOTE TO BE ISSUED FOR PUBLICATION IN NEWS PAPERS FOR E-TENDERING



Iam writing this column on a Friday. Exactly a
week ago, around this time, a slanging match took
place in the Oval Office in full view of the media.

As people all over watched the drama unfold, I shook
with vicarious consternation when a war-time
leader was psychologically conquered by two men
who are the powers that be of the Western world. It
was a scene that felt unsettlingly familiar, not just as
a geopolitical showdown, but as a stark example of
the pressures we all face in the presence of unchecked author-
ity.  President Trump set an uneasy tone to the meeting right
from the word go when he made a stinging remark about
President Zelensky’s attire as soon they met. Although it was
made to sound casual, the dig was front and centre, and the
former’s discomfort was more than obvious. What I saw that
day was a slice of life we’ve all been part of, in some form or
another at work, at home, and in relationships where author-
ity looms large, demanding submission in the face of power
imbalances. I cringed at the memories it evoked - of gaslight-
ing and manipulative episodes from my own life - and found
myself wondering: What should we do when we’re subjected
to such mortifying treatment, especially when it is unexpect-
edly thrust upon us?

What mental attitude can we adopt in these moments? How
do we respond to coercion that seeks to dismantle our courage,

and what kind of armour can protect us from the
‘unkindest cuts of all’ that come our way?

The first step is awareness. Recognising the
power play for what it is allows us to protect our-
selves emotionally. Often, bullies thrive by dis-
torting reality — by twisting words, fabricating
narratives, and making us feel inadequate,
indebted, or small. The psychological manipu-
lation is insidious. But when we step back and
see the game being played, we can detach our-
selves from the emotional quagmire they attempt
to drag us into. It’s not about denying the truth

of our emotions, but about observing them, ques-
tioning their source, and not letting them define us.

Self-validation is the cornerstone of this mental fortitude.
In a world where we are conditioned to seek external approval,
it is easy to fall prey to manipulation. But when we ground
our self-worth in our understanding of who we are, we become
less susceptible to intimidation. No longer will we bend or con-
tort ourselves to meet others’ expectations. We are enough as
we are. And then comes emotional detachment. Bullies feed
on emotional reactions. They want us to react, to flinch, to
show weakness. The key is not to suppress our feelings but
to cultivate a calm, observational stance. When we resist the
urge to react impulsively, we throw them off balance. A com-
posed response, or better still, a poised silence, often speaks
louder than any words we could muster in the heat of the
moment. In the face of a verbal barrage, sometimes doing noth-
ing is the most powerful response. A dignified silence unset-

tles them because it signals that we are not easily provoked.
In those moments, we reassert control without uttering a sin-
gle word. In situations where we are pushed into a corner, we
can reframe the narrative by presenting the facts. For
instance, if we are pressured to express forced gratitude, we
might say, “We have both benefited from this collaboration.”
By putting the truth back at the centre, we dilute their lever-
age and reinforce our agency. Ultimately, the key is knowing
our boundaries and refusing to make concessions that com-
promise our dignity. The moment we yield to unfair
demands, we allow the cycle of manipulation to continue. So,
we must know when to say “No” and stand firm in that deci-
sion. But all of this requires confidence, and confidence, like
any armour, is built over time. 

The inner dialogue we carry with ourselves matters
immensely. Bullies may make us doubt our worth, but we must
reprogram that narrative, affirming daily that we are deserv-
ing, and that we need not bend in the face of coercion.
Preparing ourselves for difficult conversations through
rehearsal and mental preparation can transform panic into
poise.  In the end, the most profound defence against power
plays, gaslighting, and coercion is an unwavering nonchalance.
Confidence isn’t loud or brash. It is quiet and unshaken. It is
the knowing that no matter the forces that may try to knock
us down, we are unyielding. We stand tall, not because we are
immune to the pain, but because we refuse to let it define us.  
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The calendar page has turned and
March 8, International Women’s
Day (IWD), fades into the rear-view
mirror. Yet, the echoes of pro-

nouncements — of “Accelerated Action” —
the very theme of IWD 2025 - still reverber-
ate. Newspapers, policymakers, and govern-
ment and international organisations have
once again performed their ritual - churn-
ing out reports and issuing platitudes, all
while the chasm of the gender gap yawns
wider. They speak of strengthening the “fair-
er sex” — a term that dares to confine the
boundless potential of women. Let us be
clear: this is not about “disparities.” This is
about the brutal, systemic discrimination
that chokes life from women’s ambitions,
both in the intimate spaces of their lives and
the cold, unforgiving arenas of their profes-
sions. “Accelerated Action” is not a theme;
it is a desperate, overdue demand for
momentum - a seismic shift towards an
unrelenting dismantling of the barriers and
biases that have held women hostage for far
too long. 

The World Economic Forum’s (WEF)
2024 ‘Global Gender Gap Report’, highlights
the slow progress in achieving gender equal-
ity, with the global gender gap now 68.5 per
cent closed, an increase of just 0.1 per cen-
tage points from the previous year. Health
and Survival (96 per cent) and Educational
Attainment (94.9 per cent) are near parity,
but Economic Participation (60.5 per cent)
and Political Empowerment (22.5 per cent)
remain significantly unequal. The report also
points to regional disparities that persist, with
Europe (75 per cent) leading the charge,
North America (74.8 per cent), and Latin
America and the Caribbean (74.2 per cent),
while Southern Asia (63.7 per cent) and the
Middle East and North Africa (61.7 per cent)
lag behind. Iceland, Finland, and Norway are
top performers, while Bangladesh, Iran, and
Sudan struggle with gender inequality. At the
current pace, full gender parity will take until
2158, far beyond the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) target.

In economic participation, women form
42per cent of the workforce but hold only
31.7 per cent of senior leadership roles. The
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) gender gap is stark, with
women representing only 28.2 per cent of the
STEM workforce versus 47.3 per cent in non-
STEM sectors. Political empowerment has
improved, with women occupying 33 per
cent of parliamentary seats, nearly double the
18.8 per cent in 2006. The report further
emphasises the role of caregiving policies,
noting an increase in maternity leave from
63 to 107 days since 1970, while paternity

leave remains low at nine to 15 days. 
The report issues a compelling call to

action, urging governments, businesses,
and civil society to accelerate efforts toward
gender equality. As the report emphasises,
“Achieving gender parity is not just a moral
imperative, but an economic necessity.
Closing gender gaps will drive productivi-
ty, sustainability, and societal progress
worldwide”. 

Further, the UN Women’s Report on
“Women’s Rights in Review 30 Years After
Beijing” (2025) is worth a reflection, which
assesses global progress on gender equality
since the 1995 ‘Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action’. While 1,531 legal
reforms have been enacted, disparities per-
sist - women earn 20 per cent less than men,
perform three times more unpaid care
work, and only 63 per cent of working-age
women are in the labour force compared to
92 per cent of men. Gender-based violence
remains widespread, affecting 736 Million
women globally, with 53 per cent of women
in Europe and Central Asia facing online
abuse. Maternal mortality rates have stagnat-
ed, and 236 Million additional women and
girls are projected to face food insecurity by
2050 due to climate change. Further, Women
remain underrepresented in politics (27 per

cent of parliamentar-
ians) and peace
processes (10 per cent
of negotiators in
2023). Despite 112
countries adopting
national action plans
on women, peace,
and security, only 28
per cent have allocat-
ed sufficient funding. 

To accelerate
change, the “Beijing+30 Action Agenda” out-
lines six urgent priorities, such as ‘bridging
the digital gender divide’, ‘eradicating vio-
lence against women’, ‘ensuring equal polit-
ical representation’ and ‘securing climate jus-
tice for women’. Governments must signif-
icantly increase funding, implement stronger
accountability measures, and prioritise gen-
der-sensitive policies. 

Achieving gender equality requires bold,
immediate action, ensuring all women and
girls have equal rights, opportunities, and
safety in every sphere of life. Amidst all the
celebrations - and resolutions - that marked
IWD 2025, it is equally critical to reflect on
the ‘Human Rights Watch World Report
2025’ that reveals a global regression in
women’s rights, marked by intensified

oppression in numerous regions.
Afghanistan witnessed the Taliban’s extreme
gender-based restrictions, effectively elim-
inating women from public life through bans
on education and employment, alongside
reports of severe abuses. In Sudan, conflict-
driven sexual violence became a weapon of
war, with widespread rape and forced mar-
riages. 

Moreover, the enduring issue of Crime
Against Women (CAW) significantly hinders
the attainment of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by undermin-
ing progress across a broad spectrum of
objectives, specifically impeding SDG-3
concerning good health and well-being
and SDG-5 dedicated to gender equality, as
the repercussions of CAW permeate and dis-
rupt these interconnected areas of social, eco-
nomic, and gender equality. The road to true
gender equality remains long and arduous.
While progress has been made, systemic bar-
riers, deep-rooted discrimination, and ris-
ing global challenges continue to hinder
women’s empowerment and safety. The
need for sustained, bold, and transformative
action is urgent.

The Unfinished Fight for Gender Equality
The latest data from global institutions paint a troubling picture—economic and political inequality persist, gender-

based violence remains rampant. “Accelerated Action” must become a force for real, urgent change

ASHA IYER
KUMAR
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Navigating coercion and gaslighting

Beyond the
rhetoric

India’s Golden Shift
Madam— India has always had a deep-rooted connection
with gold, a metal that symbolises wealth, financial secu-
rity, and cultural heritage. From weddings and festivals
to religious ceremonies, gold plays an essential role in the
lives of Indians.

However, this strong demand for physical gold has led
to an over-reliance on imports, contributing significant-
ly to the country’s current account deficit and putting pres-
sure on foreign exchange reserves. 
Recognising this economic challenge, the Government
introduced the Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB) scheme in
2015 under the broader Gold Monetisation Scheme to pro-
vide an alternative means of investing in gold while reduc-
ing dependency on imports. Over time, SGBs have
emerged as an effective financial instrument, gradually
shifting India’s gold investment landscape towards a more
structured and sustainable model. 

The SGB scheme was designed to offer the benefits 
of gold investment without the challenges associated 
with owning physical gold. These bonds are issued by 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on behalf of the govern-
ment, making them a secure and reliable investment. 
Each bond is denominated in grams of gold, allowing
investors to own gold in a digital or paper form rather than
in physical form.

ANUSHKA BOHRA, UJJAIN 

America First, World Last
Madam— It appears that United States (US)  President
Donald Trump is determined to disrupt global amity 
with unilateral declarations, whether on tariffs or wars.
He thinks of America as the overlord and the countries
on the earth as vassals. Before the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-President Trump meeting in Washington
DC, he made a scathing attack on the BRICS nations over
de-dollarisation attempts and declared that “BRICS 
is dead.” 

He accused the grouping of being made for a ‘bad pur-
pose.’ He asserted that he had conveyed to the BRICS
countries - Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa
— that they would be “hit by a 100 per cent tariff ” if “they
want to play games with the Dollar,” adding a warning
that “The day they mention that they want to do it, they
will come back and say, we beg you, we beg you.” 

The response to Donald Trump’s threats came from
Brazil’s President Lula da Silva, who said bluntly that
“BRICS+ is committed to ending US Dollar dominance
no matter what.”

President Trump announced unilaterally that India had
agreed to slash its tariffs. He said “India charges us mas-
sive tariffs. Massive, they have agreed, by the way, they
want to cut their tariffs way down now because somebody
is finally exposing them.”

HARIDASAN RAJAN, KOZHIKODE 

Mark Carney replaces Trudeau
Madam—The 23rd and a decade old ruling President 
of Canada, Justin Trudeau is all set to leave Canadian
President office. The coalition government which Trudeau
has been balancing since last few years has finally come
to an end with the election of Mark Carney as Canada’s
next President.

Mark election to the apex post is been done at a criti-
cal juncture, as there has been so many fragilities for Canada
to be handled around. He is supposed to settle down, a long
list of issues both domestically and internationally for
Canada.

Today, Canada is juggling to manage many of its inter-
nal problems like increasing food and housing prices, its
trade and tariff war with the US, at the same time, it has
been trying to find out a solution about the US idea of land
annexation.

Not only this of coping some of the regional issues,
Canada currently hold worst relations specially with India
because of her Khalistani supporting commitments. The
new appointment of Mark Carney is welcoming. We hope
that Canada will be able to find out the appropriate solu-
tion of its domestic and international problems and will
stand fairly without any bias on account of her internal tur-
bulences. The change in leadership is the must requirement
of Canada at this critical time period. 

KIRTI WADHAWAN, KANPUR

The recent controversy over the
Chief Minister’s award to a woman
on Women’s Day in Haryana has

raised serious questions. For many years,
the Mahila Awards have stood as shining
symbols of recognition, highlighting
women’s achievements in fields where they
have often been marginalised. 

These awards are more than just an
inspiration for inclusion, they aim to hon-
our outstanding achievements in a society
that has often overlooked women’s contri-
butions. However, the integrity of these
awards is now at risk, challenged by polit-
ical influences and changing cultural atti-
tudes. The future of the Mahila Awards
depends on society’s ability to find a bal-
ance between fairness, recognition and
inclusiveness. It is important how we hon-
our women’s achievements going forward.
The Women’s Awards have historically
played a vital role in acknowledging and
honoring female achievements in a variety
of fields. Whether in literature, science,
sports, or film, these awards have provid-
ed much-needed recognition in areas
where women often face challenges.
However, in our rapidly changing social and
political climate, the significance and
necessity of these awards are coming

under scrutiny. In the past, the Women’s
Awards represented a hard-earned
acknowledgment of excellence in fields
where female talent was often overlooked.

They were symbols not just of inclusion,
but of resilience, determination, and pio-
neering success. Today, however, these
awards are at risk of losing their integrity-
not because of a decline in women’s
achievements, but because their original
meaning of recognition is being blurred,
politicised, or discarded altogether.  

At a time when inclusivity is claimed to
be embraced, the unique purpose of the
Women’s Awards risks backfiring. Some
argue that gender-specific awards should
no longer exist in a society that aims for
equality. But does true equality come from
eliminating platforms that once amplified
women’s voices? Rather than creating a
level playing field, we are seeing a worry-
ing trend: the mixing, repurposing, or out-
right removal of awards designed to honor
women’s contributions. 

In today's cultural climate, where 
representation is often prioritised, 
some awards have shifted the focus 
from true achievements to a focus on
mere showmanship.

PRIYANKA SAURABH, HISAR

WOMEN’S AWARDS UNDER FIRE

I am on a multi-nation trip to the
Indo-Pacific, a region I know very
well having grown up as a child of the
Pacific. I will be going to Japan, Thailand, and India, with
a brief stop in France enroute back to DC. Building strong
relationships, understanding, and open lines of
communication are vital to achieving President Trump’s
objectives of peace, freedom and prosperity.
First stop: Honolulu where I’ll visit IC
partners and INDOPACOM leaders, and our
troops engaging in training.

TULSI GABBARD, US INTEL CHIEF

TAKE

Leaderspeak

RAJDEEP
PATHAK

(The writer is programme executive Gandhi Smriti
Sansthan. Views expressed are personal)

(The author is a Dubai-based columnist and children’s writing coach.
She has published six books. Views expressed are personal)

Even as we celebrated International Women’s Day, just two days
later, we reported three deeply disturbing incidents: the rape of
an Israeli tourist in Hampi, a man creating a public nuisance in

Pune by urinating at a crossroads, and the blaring of obscene songs in
Bihar. These incidents may seem unrelated, but they share a troubling
common thread-our society has become morally degraded, indifferent to
the dignity of women, and increasingly insensitive to gender equality.

This decline in values is occurring in a country that once revered wom-
anhood, placing women on a high pedestal. The famous sloka from the
Manusmriti, ‘Yatra naryastu pujyante ramante tatra devta’  translates to,
“Where women are honored, divinity blossoms there.” It serves as a
reminder that women should be respected and valued in society.
Historically, women like Apala, Ghosha, Lopamudra, and Gargi were
esteemed figures in ancient India. In modern times, countless women
have made significant contributions across various fields. Yet, given the
current state of affairs, one might wonder if the gods have already aban-
doned us.

What has gone wrong? Why do we see such pervasive misogyny and
moral decline in a country that once celebrated womanhood? When did
we lose our way? Blaming Western influence for our own degeneration is
a weak excuse. The truth is, while women have been at the forefront of
progress, they have also endured some of the harshest forms of patri-
archy. From domestic violence to workplace discrimination, Indian
women continue to struggle against entrenched biases, even from so-
called educated and cultured men who conveniently abandon their
ideals when it comes to gender equality.

The three incidents reported may not be the norm, but they are symp-
tomatic of a larger, deeply rooted issue. Over the years, we have only
reinforced the objectification of women. Just glance at advertisements
where women are reduced to eye candy, Bollywood films where they play
second fiddle to male protagonists, or popular fiction where they are
confined to stereotypical roles of homemakers and child-rearers. Even
the comments from the politicians in the recent past have been rather
uncharitable about women. The problem runs deeper than we acknowl-
edge. Society as a whole must awaken to the true power of women and
respect them for their inherent worth, not just as decorative figures.

What can be done? First, we must recognise and admit that the state
of women in India is deplorable. Ignoring the issue or brushing it under
the carpet will not help. When stand-up comedian Vir Das made a point-
ed remark about how India worships women by day and violates them by
night, all hell broke loose. Yet, outrage cannot erase the painful truth.
Hypocrisy and pretense cannot change the truth. Token gestures and
symbolic celebrations are past their expiry date—it is time for real
action.Stronger laws may be part of the solution, but they must be
backed by proper implementation. (It is worth noting that the conviction
rate for crimes against women remains abysmally low) More importantly,
we need to instil respect and gender sensitivity in men from an early age.
Boys must be taught that their sisters have the same rights as they do,
and society must reinforce this equality at every level.

The time for complacency is over. A cultural shift is needed-one that
does not just pay lip service to gender equality but actively fosters a
safer, more just environment for women. Only then can we truly claim to
honour and respect them. Let us make a beginning. We at The Pioneer
have taken an initiative and would like our readers to join us in our cam-
paign to awaken the society from its deep slumber.

It is time to go past symbolic gestures and
confront the harsh reality of Women’s dignity



The spectacle that unfolded in the Oval
Office of the White House last week was
nothing short of a geopolitical farce-
Volodymyr Zelensky, once the West’s

prized emissary of democracy, now reduced to a
beleaguered supplicant before Donald Trump and
his inner circle. The desperation in his voice was
palpable as he attempted to navigate the most
humiliating moment of his political career with
forced composure. But Trump appeared to be siz-
ing up the Ukrainian president for obsolescence,
searching for a more pliable figure to serve
American interests in Ukraine. The bitter irony
of history plays out in cycles, and it seems
Zelensky is now on the cusp of becoming the sac-
rificial lamb for the West’s mounting failures-
much like past puppets discarded when their use-
fulness waned.

Yet this moment is more than just an embar-
rassing episode for Ukraine’s leader; it is emblem-
atic of a much deeper malaise-a reckoning that
Europe itself can no longer evade. The European
continent, which for centuries positioned itself as
the epicentre of enlightenment, democracy, and
civilisation, is now teetering on the precipice of
its catastrophic undoing. The Ukraine war, a con-
flict exacerbated by the very hands that claim to
seek peace, is but a symptom of an existential cri-
sis decades-if not centuries-in the making.

Europe’s ruling elite, basking in the illusions of
their hegemonic past, have orchestrated betray-
al after betrayal, not only against external pow-
ers but also against their long-term survival. The
great deception played on the USSR, for instance,
was a masterstroke in Western duplicity. The fall
of the Soviet Union was not an organic collapse
but a carefully engineered dismantling, with
Europe-hand in hand with the United States and
Britain-undermining Moscow’s geopolitical reach
under the guise of partnership. Vladimir Putin
himself, in his now-infamous 2007 Munich
speech, laid bare the West’s treachery: “What hap-
pened to the assurances given by Western part-
ners after the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact?
Where are these declarations today? No one even
remembers them. But I will allow myself to
remind this audience what was said. I would like
to quote the speech of NATO General Secretary
Mr Woerner in Brussels on 17 May 1990. He said:
‘The fact that we are ready not to place a NATO
army outside of German territory gives the
Soviet Union a firm security guarantee.’ Where are
these guarantees?”

These assurances were nothing more than
words on paper-meaningless in the grand chess-
board of Western hegemony. NATO expanded,
encircling Russia, reneging on every commitment,
demonstrating that Europe had no intention of
honouring its promises. The deliberate humilia-
tion of Russia post-1991-the eastward march of
NATO, the exploitation of Russian economic vul-

nerabilities under Western-advised ‘shock ther-
apy’-was an act of strategic subjugation. And yet,
in an extraordinary twist of fate, the very forces
that dismantled the USSR are now engineering
their disintegration.

History is rife with European fragmentation,
political betrayal, and self-inflicted wounds. The
Treaty of Versailles, a document intended to secure
peace after the First World War, instead laid the
foundation for the Second, as European powers-
drunk on their perceived victory-imposed puni-
tive measures that sowed the seeds of future
destruction. The division of Germany, the
appeasement of Hitler at Munich, and the Cold
War partitions across the continent all serve as tes-
taments to the European elite’s tendency to man-
ufacture crises rather than resolve them.

The Napoleonic Wars saw Europe in constant
flux, with alliances forged and broken in pursuit
of hegemonic domination. The Concert of
Europe, an attempt to stabilise the continent in
the 19th century, ultimately disintegrated as

imperial ambitions and
nationalist  movements
undermined its very premise.
European unity has histori-
cally been an illusion-punc-
tuated by moments of coop-
eration swiftly followed by
bitter enmities. And yet,
despite this bloodstained
history, modern European
leaders refuse to acknowl-
edge the destructive cycle
they are perpetuating in

Ukraine.
Europe, shackled by its servitude to American

interests, blindly followed Washington into every
geopolitical quagmire-be it in Iraq, Libya, Syria,
or now Ukraine-without considering the long-
term consequences. The current conflict in
Ukraine is not an aberration; it is the logical cul-
mination of decades of strategic miscalculations.
The EU, by choosing to weaponise Ukraine as a

battering ram against Russia rather than seeking
diplomatic equilibrium, has sealed its fate. Instead
of charting an independent course towards true
strategic autonomy, Europe doubled down on its
vassal status to the United States, believing that
this alignment would ensure perpetual domi-
nance. But as the tides shift-with Washington’s
attention pivoting towards Asia and Trump
poised to prioritise ‘America First’ over NATO’s
European commitments-the continent is waking
up to a grim reality: it has no viable future with-
out a fundamental realignment.

The past century has been a cycle of European
duplicity-not only against Russia but also against
the Global South. Latin America, Africa, and Asia
suffered under colonial plunder and economic
subjugation, all dressed in the language of
progress. The European elite, now feigning moral
righteousness in Ukraine, were the very architects
of untold misery across the world. France still
holds African nations in a monetary stranglehold
through the CFA franc, Britain continues to exert

undue influence in its former colonies, and
European financial institutions dictate the eco-
nomic policies of entire regions. The same
Europe that lectures Russia on sovereignty had no
qualms about redrawing borders, toppling gov-
ernments, and instigating wars to maintain its
grasp on power.

But this project is now crumbling under its con-
tradictions. The rise of multipolarity-with China,
Russia, and the Global South forging alternative
economic and political alliances-signals the twi-
light of Western supremacy. Europe, so accus-
tomed to imposing its will on others, now finds
itself adrift: incapable of self-reliance, bereft of true
leadership, and, most damningly, out of time.

Macron’s recent overtures regarding European
nuclear deterrence-an implicit admission that
American security guarantees are no longer
sacrosanct-reveal a bloc scrambling for existen-
tial answers. Yet even now, the European elite
refuse to acknowledge their culpability in this cri-
sis. Instead of introspection, they escalate their
reckless adventurism, funnelling billions into
Ukraine in a deluded attempt to ‘bleed Russia dry’-
a strategy eerily reminiscent of Cold War-era
hubris, but one that now imperils Europe itself.

As a result, inflation, energy crises, deindustri-
alisation, and mounting social unrest are becom-
ing the new normal. The EU, having sanctioned
itself into economic paralysis, is watching its
industrial base erode while American corporations
feast on the carcass of what was once the world’s
most formidable economic bloc. Germany, the
economic engine of Europe, is faltering under the
weight of its self-imposed dependence on
American diktats. The Franco-German axis-
long heralded as the linchpin of European unity-
is fracturing under competing interests. Southern
Europe resents Northern Europe’s austerity,
Eastern Europe is increasingly questioning
Brussels’ authority, and Britain has already
jumped ship.

This is Europe’s moment of reckoning. It must
either embrace true emancipation-breaking free
from the yoke of outdated political dominion, rec-
onciling with Russia, and forging a future dictat-
ed by its sovereign interests-or continue its
descent into irrelevance. The choice is stark. The
EU can either learn from history or become its
latest tragic casualty.

The lesson of the USSR should not be lost on
Europe. Superpowers do not fall in a day-they rot
from within, weakened by arrogance, strategic
miscalculations, and a failure to adapt to shifting
geopolitical realities. Europe stands at that
precipice now. The only question that remains is
whether it dares to step back before the abyss swal-
lows it whole.

According to scriptures, there are about 36
divine qualities (36 Gunas), and if one does
not have any one of these divine qualities,

then it means he/she has the opposite-the demo-
niacal qualities-which, as everyone knows, result
in peacelessness, disease, sorrow, and suffering.
Most people do not yet know that the absence of
one or the other divine quality is the
cause of one or the other kind of
human misery. 

They, therefore, try to find out its
cause in the political, economic, cul-
tural, or social system. The truth,
however, is that positive or negative
qualities manifest themselves through
human behaviour or human activi-
ty, whether it be a political, econom-
ic, cultural, or social activity. One
should, therefore, try to trace the
negativity and work for positivity in
human behaviour rather than search
for the cause elsewhere. 

The present society has made
marvellous progress in various fields,
but emotionally, it is much weaker. 

Man has not been able to control his impulsive-
ness, ambitions, anger, and anxiety. There is thus
a lot of imbalance created by rapid and great
advancement in science and technology on the one
hand and a lack or absence of parallel progress
in emotional maturity, self-control, and ethical
abilities on the other hand. 

This has resulted in many problems that we are
facing today. It can thus be said that the qualities
in man determine the quality of his life and his
peaceful and happy, or peaceless and sorrowful
state. But it is a pity that man has been trying to
find happiness in ruling over big territories, pos-
sessing a lot of property or wealth, and having a
great many comforts. 

He has, therefore, been making efforts to have
economic prosperity even by adopting demoni-
ac qualities. He has been trying to achieve suc-
cess, name and fame, or political and economic
power even if his soul had to give up the divine
qualities and resort to negative or demoniacal
qualities. This has led to the corruption of the soul,
degeneration of society, and peacelessness and suf-
fering of various kinds. 

If we accept this analysis of our present
predicament, then we have to admit that we have
had a fall in moral values and divine qualities, and
what we require today is to extricate and uplift
ourselves from this situation with the help of edu-
cation that can restore the divine qualities in us.
Our other efforts to make the world a better place
to live in would be of no avail unless and until
there is a qualitative change in our nature and
behaviour. 

Complete peace, it should be remembered,

comes from complete purity or full-fledged
divine nature. Even a fraction of one demonia-
cal quality leads to a lessening of peace in that pro-
portion, if not more. 

It should also be noted that demoniacal qual-
ities have linkages among themselves, even as
divine qualities are connected among themselves

and strengthen and sustain each other. So,
liberation from one negative quality leads

to at least some liberation from other
negative qualities. Thus, even our little
effort to inculcate, in ourselves, some
divine qualities ultimately leads to a great
overall change in our nature and results
in enhancement in the quality of our
inner happiness. 

In the current state of the world,
where materialism is often prioritized
over spiritual growth, the loss of divine
qualities has become more evident.
People are increasingly finding them-
selves trapped in cycles of stress, com-
petition, and dissatisfaction, despite
their material success. 

This is because material achieve-
ments, while significant, cannot replace the pro-
found peace and contentment that come from liv-
ing a life grounded in divine principles. The more
we focus on accumulating wealth and power at
the expense of our inner values, the more we drift
away from true happiness. Moreover, demonia-
cal qualities such as greed, envy, and pride not only
harm the individual but also have a ripple effect
on society as a whole. They lead to corruption,
injustice, and conflicts that disrupt social harmo-
ny and undermine collective well-being. In con-
trast, divine qualities like compassion, humility,
and selflessness create an environment where
mutual respect, understanding, and cooperation
can flourish. This, in turn, lays the foundation for
a society that is not only prosperous but also
peaceful and just. 

One must, therefore, in one’s interest and in the
interest of building a better world, pay attention
to the task of restoration of divine qualities and
elimination of devilish qualities or negative
traits. In this lies not only the hope for our lib-
eration but also the key to improving the overall
conditions of the world.

To conclude, the true happiness and peace 
stem from divine qualities, not material success.
The pursuit of wealth and power at the expense
of inner values leads to suffering and societal
decay. By cultivating compassion, humility, and
selflessness, we can restore harmony, uplift
humanity, and create a just, peaceful world for
future generations.

The world is witnessing a major realignment
in global trade as the US tariff war disrupts
supply chains and reshapes agricultural

exports. Countries that once relied on established
trade routes are now facing uncertainty, forcing
them to look for alternative suppliers. In this 
evolving landscape, many fear that India’s agricul-
ture exports might be affected, but the reality is
different. India is not just insulated from these
shocks; it is positioned to thrive. The reason
behind this resilience lies in a historic transfor-
mation—the creation of three new multistate
cooperative societies. 

These cooperatives are more than just policy ini-
tiatives, they are a strategic shield, ensuring that
Indian farmers, agribusinesses, and exporters do
not become victims of global trade volatility.
Instead of fearing disruptions, India is using this
moment to expand its global agricultural footprint,
leveraging the power of cooperatives to make its
exports stronger, more competitive, and more
farmer-centric.The US has been engaged in a pro-
longed trade war, particularly with China and the
European Union. 

American tariffs on Chinese goods led to retal-
iatory measures, including high tariffs on US agri-
cultural products such as soybeans, corn, and pork.
These policies disrupted global supply chains, forc-
ing importing countries to search for new suppli-
ers. Historically, such trade wars create volatility,
where smaller agricultural exporters struggle to
compete with larger economies. 

Many feared that India, which is still building
its export infrastructure, might lose out in the
global realignment. However, this time, India has
turned the challenge into an opportunity—by
strategically strengthening its cooperative econom-
ic framework to ensure that Indian agriculture
emerges stronger, not weaker.

The government’s bold decision to establish
three new multistate cooperative societies has
changed the game for Indian agriculture exports.
These cooperatives are not just support structures;
they are economic engines, ensuring that Indian
farmers and agri-businesses are directly connect-
ed to global markets without dependency on mid-
dlemen or volatile international policies. The
National Multi-State Cooperative Export Society
is the backbone of India’s new export strategy,
enabling farmers to directly participate in exports,
giving them better prices, and eliminating
exploitative middlemen. 

By standardising quality, improving logistics,
and ensuring compliance with global trade
requirements, this cooperative will make India a
reliable alternative to disrupted supply chains 
elsewhere. The National Multi-State Cooperative
Organic Society will capitalise on the growing
demand for organic and chemical-free produce,
helping Indian farmers secure premium prices 

in global trade. This structured, cooperative-
driven supply chain will allow India to emerge 
as a leading supplier of organic food. The
National Multi-State Cooperative Seed Society 
will strengthen both domestic productivity and
India’s growing seed export market by ensuring
that farmers have access to high-quality, export-
ready seeds. 

By reducing dependency on foreign seed cor-
porations, India will minimise trade risks and posi-
tion itself as a global leader in agricultural

inputs.Unlike previous
trade disruptions where
Indian farmers suffered
from price fluctuations,
this time, India is protect-
ed by a cooperative-led
economic framework that
ensures direct market
access, diversified global
partnerships, and better
price stability. 

With cooperatives facil-
itating direct exports,
India’s agricultural trade is

less dependent on traditional intermediaries,
making it immune to tariff shocks. While many
countries struggle due to over-dependence on the
US or China, India has expanded trade agreements
with the Middle East, Africa, and Southeast Asia,
ensuring multiple market opportunities. By focus-
ing on processed and high-value agricultural
goods, India is building a resilient trade model that
withstands market fluctuations. 

Moreover, removing middlemen and securing
better trade deals through cooperatives guaran-
tees that farmers are not at the mercy of interna-
tional price crashes. The rising global demand for
organic and speciality agricultural imports further
strengthens India’s position as a key supplier, allow-
ing the country to fill the supply gaps created by
disrupted trade routes.While many countries are
struggling with the effects of the US tariff war,
India is building a future-proof agricultural
economy. 

The creation of these three multistate cooper-
atives is not just a response to global trade chal-
lenges—it is a proactive step towards making India
the world’s next agricultural export powerhouse.
By embracing cooperative-led trade, direct farmer
participation, and a strong focus on value addi-
tion, India is proving that no tariff war can derail
its agricultural success story. 

Instead of being vulnerable to shifting trade
policies, Indian farmers are now in control, 
charting a new course for global leadership in 
agriculture. This transformation is not just 
about increasing exports; it is about reshaping the
very foundation of India’s rural economy through
cooperation.As the world looks for stable, reliable,

and high-quality agricultural suppliers, India—
powered by its new cooperative revolution—stands
ready to meet this demand. However, the success
of this model will depend on the cooperation
among cooperatives, ensuring that they work 
in harmony to create a seamless economic 
framework that benefits farmers at every level. The
cooperative economic framework is not just
about collective trade—it is about collective
prosperity. 

It is a movement that redefines how India 
participates in global trade, ensuring that its farm-
ers are not just contributors but decision-makers
in the global agricultural economy. By fostering
deeper collaboration between cooperatives, 
ensuring knowledge-sharing, and building an
ecosystem of trust, India is setting an example 
for the world on how cooperation can drive eco-
nomic strength. 
Conclusion
India’s response to global trade disruptions is not
just defensive—it is transformative. By establish-
ing three powerful multistate cooperative societies,
the country has ensured that its agricultural
exports are resilient, competitive, and farmer-dri-
ven. 

These cooperatives are more than economic
instruments; they are a strategic shield that insu-
lates Indian agriculture from tariff shocks and
volatile global policies.Instead of relying on tra-
ditional supply chains, India is proactively build-
ing new trade alliances, particularly in the Middle
East, Africa, and Southeast Asia. By focusing on
high-value and organic products, streamlining
logistics, and removing exploitative middlemen,
the country is positioning itself as a reliable glob-
al supplier. 

The National Multi-State Cooperative Export,
Organic, and Seed Societies collectively empow-
er farmers, giving them direct market access and
better price stability.

As the world searches for stable agricultural
partners, India is emerging as a global leader, prov-
ing that cooperative-led trade is the key to sus-
tainable growth. This is not just about increasing
exports; it is about reshaping India’s rural econ-
omy and ensuring that farmers are at the center
of global trade. The cooperative movement is
India’s answer to economic resilience, making its
agriculture future-proof. 

This is not just a policy shift; it is a transfor-
mation that will define the future of Indian agri-
culture for decades to come. Cooperation is not
just a principle—it is the foundation of India’s new
economic resilience.

Jai Kisan! Jai Cooperative Movement!
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As the continent clings to outdated illusions of dominance, the war in Ukraine has exposed decades of strategic miscalculations and betrayals. Now,
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I am Meena Devi . My son 

Dimpu Kumar Mishra whose 

service no. is 15691243A 

currently posted in 3 COSR 

C/o 99 APO, I am resident of 

village PO Shanker Pur Police 

Station Bhargama distt. Araria 

state Bihar Pin 854318. The 

above mentioned details are 

my son's service record and 

on his service documents my 

name is wrongly mentioned 

as Mina Devi and DOB as 

01/07/1958 but my actual 

name is Meena Devi and 

DOB is 01/01/1950. 

I am Tarakant Mishr . My 

son Dimpu Kumar Mishra 

whose service no. is 

15691243A currently posted 

in 3 COSR C/o 99 APO, I am 

resident of village PO 

Shanker Pur Police Station 

Bhargama distt. Araria state 

Bihar Pin 854318. The above 

mentioned details are my 

son's service record and on 

his service documents my 

name is wrongly mentioned 

as Tarakant Mishra and DOB 

is not added. My actual name 

is Tarakant Mishr and DOB is 

01/01/1948. 

I, Ved Kaur W/o Sh. 

Mahabir R/o Village Bhalout 

Distt. Rohtak declare that my 

name is written as Vedo Devi 

in my Aadhar Card, which is 

wrong but my name is written 

as Vedkaur in my Voter Card, 

which is correct and real. In 

future I should be known as 

Vedkaur. 

I, Poonam Rani W/o 

Ram Parkash R/o VPO Umri, 

Tehsil Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra,  have changed 

my name from Poonam Rani 

to Poonam. 

I, Raghuvir Singh S/o 

Chhota Singh, Village Boor 

Majra, Distt Roop Nagar, have 

changed name to Raghbir 

Singh. 

I, Satpal S/o Jagga Ram, 

Village Chhotewal, PO 

Mojowal, Tehsil Nangal Distt 

Ropar, have changed minor 

daughter name from Jai Shri 

to Jashan. 

I, Pankaj Gupta S/o Late 

Surinder Pal Gupta, R/o VPO 

Nangal Bhoor,  Near Police 

Station Nangal Tehsil & 

District Pathankot, Have 

Change My Minor Daughter 

Name Maanika to Maanika 

Mahajan, Kindly Note. 

I, Sonali Wife of No. 

2809031P Rank HAV Name 

Salunke Kishor Shrihari R/o 

Vill. & PO Ghaigaon, Teh. 

Vaijapur, Distt. Chhatrapati 

Sambhajinagar, Maharashtra 

have changed my name in 

army record from Sonali  to 

Sonali Kishor Salunke vide 

affidavit No. 25 AB 384601 

dated 11-03-2025 before 

Notary Public, Vaijapur, Distt. 

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar. 

I, Pawan Kumar S/o  Om 

Parkash R/o H. No. 45, Rani 

Bag, Mandi Adampur, Hisar 

125052 declare that I have 

changed my name from  

Pawan Kumar to  Pawan 

Kumar Bishnoi for all future 

purpose. 

I, Lajwanti W/o  Pawan 

Kumar Bishnoi R/o H. No. 45, 

Rani Bag, Mandi Adampur, 

Hisar 125052 declare that I 

have changed my name from  

Lajwanti to  Sunita for all 

future purpose. 

I, Daljit Kaur W/o Baljit 

Singh R/o VPO Choudhriwal 

Tehsil Batala Distt Gurdaspur 

(Pb)  have changed my name 

from Daljit Kaur to Kaur Daljit. 

In future Kaur is my surname 

and Daljit is my given name. 

Concerned note. 

I, Rameshwari is legally 

mother of Chetan Prakash 

Sharma 1 Mahar Pin- 911501, 

Resident of Talwana, Alwar, 

Talwana State -Rajasthan 

Pincode- 301703 have 

changed my name from 

Rameswani to Rameshwari 

and date of birth from 12-10-

1945 to 01-01-1947 due to 

wrong name and Date of birth 

recorded in my son’s army 

service record vide affidavit no 

IN-PB14850864239622X 

before Notary Public 

Gurdaspur dated 10/03/2025 

I, Umlesh Devi Mother of 

Army No. 16128477H Rank-

HAV Rahul Kumar Gaguna 

R/o Village Nagla Faguna PO 

Khuntkhera Tehsil Bayana 

Distt Bharatpur (Rajasthan)- 

321411, India have changed 

my name from Umlesh to 

Umlesh Devi due to wrong 

name recorded in Army 

service record of my son. 

I, Parminder Kaur Bhatti 

W/o Jaspal Singh Bhatti R/o 

Village Rania PO Dhariwal 

Distt Gurdaspur (Punjab) 

have changed my name from 

Parminder Kaur Bhatti W/o 

Jaspal Singh Bhatti to 

Parminder Kaur W/o Jaspal 

Singh. Concerned note. 

I Ashish kumar Garg 

S/O late Darshan Kumar Garg 

R/O H.no. 14039 street no. 10 

Ganesh Nagar declares that i 

have changed my Name 

Ashish garg to Ashish Kumar 

Garg 

I, Pankaj Arora s/o 

Subhash Chander R/O Ward 

No. 09 Kharkhoda Teh. 

Kharkhoda Distt. Sonipat 

declare that my name Pankaj 

Arora & Pankaj Kumar both 

identities pertain to me and 

my Aadhar No 6065 9009 

2920. That Pankaj Arora is my 

real name. 

I Rakesh Kumar Son Of 

Mangat Ram R/O Bawa 

Colony Kot Kapura Road Sri 

Muktsar Sahib Have Changed 

My Minors Daughters Name 

Angel Tinna To Angel. 

I, Meena Devi w/o Raj 

Kumar R/O  Village Rattewali, 

Distt. Panchkula Haryana 

have Changed my Name from 

Meena Devi  to Meena. 

I, Sukhwinder Kaur wife 

of 1080505X Ex LD Dalbir 

Singh R/O Village Kolian-258, 

Teh Mukerian, Distt 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

change my name from 

Sukhwinder kaur to 

Sukhwinder Kaur Ghotra vide 

affidavit at 11/03/2025 before 

Notary Mukerian. 

I, Leela Singh S/o sh. 

Krishan R/I Vill- Gangana, 

Teh-Gohana, Sonipat have 

changed my name from Leela 

Singh to Anil Kumar for all 

future purposes. 

I,  Radha  Rani  W/o 

Krishan  Gopal  R/o.893, Gali  

Babbu Pardhan  Wali, Village 

Kale, Kale Ghanupur  

Amritsar have Changed my 

name from Sudesh Rani  to  

Radha Rani. 

I, Nirmal w/o Satpal r/o 

#38B, Krishna Nagar, PNB 

Road, Line Par area, Prem 

Nagar, Karnal (Haryana) have 

changed my name from 

Nirmal to Nirmal Kumari. In 

future I should be known as 

Nirmal Kumari. 

I Bhiva father of No. 

15674992 A Rank CHM name 

Patil Dhanaji Bhiva Unit 2 

CGSR C/o 56 Apo Ambala I 

have changed may name 

Bhiva to Bhivaji Kerba Patil 

and date of birth from 01-07-

1951 to 01-01-1945 Affidavit 

No.7886/25. 

I Akkatay mother of No 

15674992 A Rank CHM name 

Patil Dhanaji Bhiva Unit 2 

CGSR C/o 56 Apo Ambala I 

have Changed my name 

Akkatay to Aakkatai Bhiva 

Patil and date of birth from 01-

07-1953 to 01-01-1953 

Affidavit No. 7885/25. 

I, Hira Moni Rabha is 

legally Wife of Service No. 

15331935M Rank: L/Hav. 

Name: Bhairab Rabha, 

Residing at Village Siluk PT-I, 

Post Dudhnoi, Taluk Dudhnoi, 

Distt. Goalpara (State) 

Assam, Pin-783124, have 

changed my name from 

Hiramoni Rabha to Hira Moni 

Rabha. 

I, Sonia W/o Pradeep Gir 

R/o village Koriyaan, Arnia 

Patti, District Sangrur, 

(Punjab) have changed my 

name from Sonia to Mahant 

Sadhana Giri. 

I, Neelam Legally 

Wedded Wife of Army No. JC-

769773X Rank: Sub Devpal 

Singh Unit: 6 Mech Inf C/o 56 

APO, Resident of F31, Post 

Gagan Vihar, Sai Udhyaan 

Vivah Mandap, Vernika 

Estate, Merut, Meerut, Uttar 

Pradesh- 250001, have 

changed my birth from 22-10-

1977 to 20-05-1975. 

I, Hira Lal S/o Jai Kishan 

R/o H.No.2, St. No.30 D, 

Anand Nagar -B, Patiala 

(Punjab) have changed my 

name from Hira Lal Tiwari to 

Hira Lal. 

I, Dinesh Kataria S/o 

VedParkash R/o Village - 

Bajidpur Saboli, Rai, Sonepat 

declare that Dinesh Kumar & 

Dinesh Kataria both names 

are same & one person. 

I, M Valliammal, mother 

of Army No. 16114969W Rank 

HAV Name ilavarasan M of 

Unit 5 Engr Regt c/o 99 APO, 

Pin- 914005 have changed 

my name from M Valliammal 

to Valliammal M due to 

erroneous mistake in my 

son's service record. My true 

and correct date of birth is 

18.05.1970 as per my 

Aadhaar Card, but on my 

son's service record my date 

of birth is mentioned is 

01.07.1969, which is wrong. 

I, Army No. 16120287F 

Rank L/NK Name Purna 

Chand Samanta of Unit 03 

Engr Regt. C/o 56 APO, PIN-

914003 Yol Cantt, have 

changed my mother name 

from Bipadtarini Samanta to 

Bipadtarani Samanta & Date 

of birth 02.02.1967 to 

06.03.1962. 

I Gurjinder Kaur D/O 

Late Narinder Singh W/O 

Didar Singh R/O  Vill Satgoli 

P.O. Bhagu Majra, Tehsil 

Radaur Distt Yamunanagar. 

That My Father Name Is 

Wrongly Mentioned In My 

Documents As Narender 

Singh But Actually And 

Correct Name Is Narinder 

Singh. 

I, Nisha W/o Vaibhav 

Bindal, H. No. 1417, Shree 

Krishna Block, Near Income 

Tax Office, Sector-14, Hisar 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Nisha Kedia to 

Nisha for all purposes in 

future. 

I Payal Rani W/O 

Bhawani Shankar R/ O House 

No.47 Professor Colony 

Yamunanagar. That I Have 

Change My Minor Daughter 

Name From Kirtika To Kirtika 

Singhal. 

I, Baldev Singh S/o 

Bakhshish Singh R/o 

Hassanpura D.B.N Road, 

Batala, P.O. Batala, Distt. 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name to Baldev Singh Kahlon 

for all future purposes. 

I, Manjit Singh S/o 

Mahinder Singh R/o Village 

Lodhi Bholana, District 

Kapurthala, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Manjeet Singh to Manjit 

Singh. 

I, Dawinder Singh S/o 

Fauja Singh R/o Village 

Mahdpur, PO. Budhabar, 

Tehsil Mukerian, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Dawinder Singh to Davinder 

Singh. 

I, Madan Lal S/o Sohanu 

Ram R/o Vill. Kapohi, PO. 

Galote, Teh. Nalagarh, Distt. 

Solan (HP) have changed my 

minor son's name from Sahil 

Sharma to Vishal. 

I, Kusham Lata W/o 

Jagat Ram R/o Vill. Suna (66), 

Solan Himachal Pardesh 

have changed my name from 

Kusham Latta to Kusum Lata. 

I, Priyanka W/o Prakash 

Chand R/o Vill. Nohra 

Khandol, PO. Deothi,  Teh. & 

Distt. Solan (HP) have 

changed my name from 

Priyanka to Kaushalya Devi. 

I, Gurcharan Singh S/o 

Pishawer Singh Chopra R/o 

Ward No.3, Guru Nanak 

Colony, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

have changed my name 

Gurcharan Singh Chopra 

I, Gurmukh S/o Sardha 

Singh Vill.Habri, Pundri, 

Kaithal have changed my 

name Gurmukh Singh 

I, Jarmela Ram S/o Kala 

Ram Vill.Taranwali, Mastgarh, 

Guhla, Kaithal have changed 

my name Buja Ram 

I Bala Devi W/o Sh. 

Hoshiar singh R/o Village 

Nalvi Khurd, P.O Kunjpura 

Distt. Karnal have changed 

my name from Raj Bala to 

Bala Devi. All Concerned 

Please Noted. 

I, Baljinder Kaur W/o No. 

8430094 NK Shangara Singh  

r/o 218, Ekta Nagar, Phase-II, 

Rama Mandi, Jalandhar have 

changed my name from 

Baljindar Kaur to Baljinder 

Kaur 

I, Hemlata m/o Nk 

Deepak Kumar Sheth, serving 

in 52 Engineer Regiment C/o 

56 APO have change my 

name from Hema Devi to 

Hemlata. 

I, Vishali d/o Sh. Balvir 

Kumar R/o H.No. 1195/6, 

Bootan Pind Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab, India have changed 

my name Vishali to Vishali 

Kaur. 

I, Aliyas Masih S/o 

Sardar Masih R/o VPO. 

Khusropur, Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed the 

spelling of my name from 

Alias Masih to Aliyas Masih. 

I, Alka Jaggi W/o Manish 

Dadhwal R/o MIG HM-115, 

Housing Board Colony, Urban 

Estate, Phase-1, Jalandhar 

have changed my name from 

Alka Jaggi to Alka Dadhwal. 

I, Arun Chawla alias Arun 

Kumar S/o Banarsi Dass R/o 

H.No.770, Baba Ishar Singh 

Nagar, Vill Dhina, Po. 

Jalandhar Cantt, Jalandhar, 

Punjab-144005 have changed 

my name as Arun Chawla. 

I Malkiat Singh Son Of 

Massa Singh R/O Vpo. Roomi 

Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Malkit 

Singh. 

I Jagjit Singh 

Doudarwala S/O Bachan 

Singh R/O Vpo. Fatehgarh 

Korotana Distt. Moga Have 

Changed My Name To Jagjit 

Singh. 

I, Jasmeen Walia W/O 

Amarjit Singh R/O Dashmesh 

Nagar, Adampur District 

Jalandhar Have Changed My 

Name From Jasmeen Walia 

To Jasmeen Kaur After 

Marriage. Kaur As Surname. 

I Gagandeep Singh S/O 

Paramjeet Singh R/O St.No.-

10 Kirti Nagar, Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Declare That My 

Given Name As Gagandeep 

And Surname As Singh. 

I Jashanpreet Kaur W/O 

Satvir Singh Saini R/O Vill. 

Mirzapur, P.O. Kotla Naudh 

Singh, Hoshiarpur Declare My 

Given Name As Jashanpreet 

And Surname As Kaur. 

I Stagar Singh S/O 

Gurbachan Singh R/O Vill. 

Kutabpur, Nai Abadi, P.O. 

Hariana, District Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab, Have Changed My 

Name To Sudagar Singh. 

I Mamta W/O Parvinder 

Singh R/O Vpo. Shergarh 

District Hoshiarpur, Punjab 

Have Changed My Name To 

Mamta Bhatti. 

I, Pooja Adinath Kasar 

W/o Army no -15582988X 

Hav Shinde Balram Shahaji 

R/o Parevadi, Pargaon 

Bhatodi, Ahmadnagar 

Maharashtra 414201 have 

changed my name from Pooja 

Adinath Kasar to Shinde 

Pooja Balram vide affidavit 

dated 11.03.2025 before 

Season Court, Hisar 

I, Shinde Sarda S mother 

of Army no -15582988X Hav 

Shinde Balram Shahaji R/o 

Parewadi, (Pargaon) (NV) 

Ahmadnagar Maharashtra 

414201 have changed my 

name from Shinde Sarda S to 

Sharda Shahaji Shinde and 

date of birth from 26.09.1958 

to 01.01.1958 vide affidavit 

dated 11.03.2025 before 

Season Court, Hisar. 

I, Shushma W/O 

Ashwani Kumar R/O 417/9 

Shinday Di Chakki Mohalla 

Islamabad Gurdaspur Punjab 

Pin-143521. Have Changed 

My Name From Shushma To 

Shushma. 

I, Rajinder Kaur W/O 

Ram Singh Resident Of Vill. 

Khaira Kotli Po Bhikhariwal 

Tehsil & Distt. Gurdaspur 

State Punjab Pin Code 

143520 I Have Changed My 

Name, From Rajinder Kaur To 

Rajwinder Kaur. 

I, Renu Randhawa W/O  

Robiandeep Singh  Resident 

Of Villege & Po Dalelpur  

Tehsil Kalanaur Distt. 

Gurdaspur State Punjab Pin 

Code 143512 I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Renu Randhawa To 

Randhawa Renu ,Surname 

As Randhawa And Given 

Name As Renu. 

I, Velayudhan father of 

No. 15795709K Rank 

NK(Opr) Name SHINIL M K 

presently residing at Chathoth 

(HO), Kunnathara (PO), 

Ulliyeri (Village), Koyilandy 

(Thahsil), Kozhikode (Distt), 

State – Kerala, PIN - 673323, 

have changed my name from 

Velayudhan to Velayudhan M 

vide affidavit No. IN-

PB14360121069094X Dated 

08-03-2025 before Notary 

Public Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No. 15785829P Rank 

NK (DMT) Name JUN 

SONOWAL presently residing 

at Vill – Mokrong Na Gaon, 

Dist – Golaghat, State – 

Assam, have changed name 

my daughter from Aruhi to 

Aruhi Sonowal vide Affidavit 

No IN-PB15252605400189X 

Dated 11-03-2025 before 

Notary Public Pathankot 

(Punjab). 

I, No. 15785829P Rank 

NK (DMT) Name JUN 

Sonowal presently residing at 

Vill – Mokrong Na Gaon, Dist 

– Golaghat, State – Assam, 

have changed name my son 

from Arab Sonowal to Arav 

Sonowal vide Affidavit No IN-

PB15252156324664X  Dated 

11-03-2025 before Notary 

Public Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Gurpreet Singh S/o 

Lakhvir Ram R/o Vpo. 

Dhandwar Teh-Phillaur Distt. 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name Gurpreet and now 

Singh is my surname. 

I, Amritdeep Kaur W/o 

Satwinder Singh Baath R/o 

Narang Singh Wala Distt. 

Ferozepur have changed my 

name to Amritdeep Kaur 

Baath (after marriage) 

I Varinder Singh 

Dhandiaya S/o Iqbal Singh 

R/o Dandiwal Patti. Ward No. 

06 Gidderbaha, Distt. Sri 

Muktsar Sahib-152101 have 

changed My Name to 

Varinder Singh. 

I, Rahul S/o Kashmir 

Singh R/o Vill: Ghug Po. 

Pattar Kalan Distt. Jalandhar 

have changed my name from 

Rahul to Rahul Singh. 

I Swarnjeet Kaur W/o 

Gurdeep Singh R/o VPO. 

Nathowal (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name to Manjit 

Kaur. 

I, Sukhdarshan Kumar 

Bansal S/o Shivji Lal R/o 

Raikot (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name to 

Sukhdarshan Kumar. 

I Baninder Kaur Deo 

W/O Jasvir Singh R/O Village 

Dhattan Post Office 

Hussainpur Lalowal Tehsil 

And Distt Hoshiarpur Punjab 

Have Changed My Name 

From Baninder Kaur Deo To 

Baninder Kaur. 

I, Monika Walia W/o 

Vikramjit Singh R/o 

H.No.1023, W.No.26, 

Disposal Road, Khanna 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Pooja Walia. 

I, No. JC-524606L 

Nb/Sub Manish Sharma R/o 

Vill: Salehrian Kalan Teh-

Mukerian Distt. Hoshiarpur 

have changed my son name 

from Madhavan Sharma to 

Madhavan. 

I Hitherto Known As Asha 

Rani D/O Sh. Dilbag Singh 

W/O Sh. Kuldeep Singh 

Residing At V. Saroya, Po 

Dhamian, Tehsil Mukerian, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Harpreet Kaur. 

I Hitherto Known As 

Kuldip Kumar S/O Sh. Karam 

Chand Residing At V. Saroya, 

Po Dhamian, Tehsil Mukerian, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Kuldeep Singh. 

I, Kusum Aggarwal W/o 

Sajan Sivanandan R/o Flat 

No. 189, 6th Floor Block-H 

Spanle Heights, Dhakauli 

Zirakpur Distt. SAS Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Kusum Sajan to Kusum 

Aggarwal. 

I Jagmir Singh S/O 

Karnail Singh R/O Mirpur 

Khurd  Teh. Sardulgarh 

(Mansa)  Have Changed My 

Name From Jagseer Singh. 

I, Gursharanjit Kaur 

Chana W/O Kuldip Singh R/O 

Vill. Jalwaha, PO. Usmanpur, 

Distt. S.B.S Nagar-144515, 

Punjab have changed my 

name from GurSharanjit Kaur 

Chana to Gursharanjit Kaur.  

I, Ravi Kumar S/o 

Surinder Paswan R/o Vill: 

Shahjahanpur (Ludhiana) 

have changed my name to 

Ravi Singh. 

I, Rahul Paswan S/o 

Surinder Paswan R/o Vill: 

Shahjahanpur (Ludhiana) 

have changed my name to 

Rahul Singh. 

I, Rakesh Paswan S/o 

Surinder Paswan R/o Vill: 

Shahjahanpur (Ludhiana) 

have changed my name to 

Rakesh Singh. 

I, Kuljeet Singh Gharu 

S/o Gujjar Singh R/o Gondara 

(Faridkot) have changed my 

name to Kuljeet Singh. 

I, Harjinder Kaur W/o 

Ram Krishan R/o Bishnandi 

(Faridkot) have changed my 

name to Harjinder Kaur Brar. 

I, Ramandeep Kaur 

Sandhu W/o Jasmail Singh 

R/o Panjgrain Kalan (Faridkot) 

have changed my name to 

Ramandeep Kaur after 

marriage. 

I, Rifiqa Akhter W/o 

Mohd Muzafar Thakur R/o 

Jaffer Beigh, Masjid Rehmat 

Ali Alameen, Hawal Srinagar, 

Jammu & Kashmir, have 

changed my name to Rafiqa 

Akhter. 

I, Laxmi Devi wife of 

No.JC-877530W Rank 

NB/SUB (TA) Name Rautan 

Singh of unit 163/63 Med 

Regt. c/o 56 APO and 

resident of Village Mahua 

Khera, PO. Kalal Kheria, Distt. 

Agra, (UP) Pin-282006, have 

changed my name from 

Laxmi to Laxmi Devi Vide 

Affidavit Dated 11 March 2025 

before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Army No. 2704091L 

Rank NK Name Kalagate 

Maruti Dattu Resident at 

Village/Post Hindalga Tehsil & 

District Belagavi State 

Karnataka Pin 591108 have 

Changed my minor son name 

from Anushka to Anushka 

Maruti Kalagate Vide Affidavit 

Dated 11 March 2025 before 

at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Army No. 2704091L 

Rank NK Name Kalagate 

Maruti Dattu Resident at 

Village /Post Hindalga Tehsil 

& District Belagavi State 

Karnataka Pin 591108 have 

Changed my minor Daughter 

name from Ananya to Ananya 

Maruti Kalagate Vide Affidavit 

Dated 11 March 2025 before 

at Notary Ferozepur. 

I Tajvinder Singh Brar 

S/o Jaskaran Singh R/o Near 

Gurudwara Sahib, Village 

Bharu, Distt. Sri Muktsar 

Sahib (Punjab) – 152101 

have changed my name to 

Tajvinder Singh. 

I Hargunpreet Kaur 

BrarW/o Tajvinder Singh 

BrarR/o Near Gurudwara 

Sahib, Village Bharu, Distt. Sri 

Muktsar Sahib (Punjab) – 

152101 have changed my 

name to Hargunpreet 

KaurW/o Tajvinder Singh. 

I Sukhjeet Kaur W/o 

Kulwinder Singh R/o VPO. 

Rajowala, 151203 (Faridkot) 

have changed my name to 

Jasveer Kaur. 

I Rajpinder Kaur D/o 

Moti Singh R/o Village 

Samagh District Sri Muktsar 

Sahib have changed my 

name to Rajpinder Kaur 

Smagh. 

I Devinder Kaur W/O 

Army No 2496831n Hav 

Amandeep Singh R/O Vpo. 

Chhajjalwadi, Teh. Baba 

Bakala, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Devinder Kaur To Davinder 

Kaur. 

I Hitherto Known As 

Karamjeet Kaur W/O Tajinder 

Singh, Residing At H.No. B-

5/230, Old 40/41, Sodal 

Road, Shiv Nagar, Jalandhar, 

Punjab-144004, India, Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As  

Paramjit Kaur. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Chahat W/O Sushil Saini 

Residing At Vpo. Mehtabpur, 

Tehsil Mukerian, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab-144306, 

India Have Changed My 

Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Chahat Saini. 

I, Pradeep Kumar S/O 

Dharamvir Singh R/O Ground 

Floor, Plot No-229, Sector-

10a, Gurgaon, Haryana - 

122001, Have Changed My 

Minor Son’s Name From 

Rudraksh Lamba Aged 01 

Years To Shivay Lamba 

Forever. 

I Neeraj S/O Roshan Lal 

R/O Village-Karsa Chor, 

Karsa Chaur (63), Karnal, 

Haryana - 132039, Have 

Changed My Name To Neeraj 

Neeraj. 

I Krishan Singh S/O 

Sadhu Singh R/O Village 

Basantpura, Tehsil Rajpura, 

District Patiala, Punjab-

140401 Have Changed Of My 

Minor Daughter Laaj Devi 

Aged 6 Years And She Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As 

Gurnoor Kaur. 

I Hitherto Known As 

Rinku Sharma Alias Gurdeep 

Singh S/O Rajinder Prasad 

R/O Village Mardanpur Tehsil 

Rajpura District Patiala, 

Punjab-140401 Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As 

Gurdeep Singh. 

 म� कण॔ िसंह पु� 5ी गु6देव 

िसंह िनवासी गांव 7सैनी तहसील 

नारायणगढ़ िजला अंबाला ह4रयाणा 

म#ने अपनी लड़की वंिशका का नाम 

बदलकर वंिशका हरी रख िलया है, 

भिव* म+ मेरी बेटी को वंिशका हरी 

के नाम से जाना जाए। 

I, No.6501503L Nk 

Surender Kumar Resident Of 

Village- Bhoda Hoshnak, 

Bhoda Hoshnak, Tehsil- 

Fatehabad, District- 

Fatehabad, State- Haryana, 

Pin-125047, Have Changed 

My Father Name From 

Raisaheb  To Rai Sahab Vide 

Affidavit No.In-

Pbx15158692253550 Dated 

11 March 2025 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot 

I, Km Meenu Daughter 

Of No.Jc-773875L Sub Vinod 

Kumar Resident Of Village- 

Pal, Post- Ahirwa, Tehsil- 

Bhongaon, District- Mainpuri, 

State- Uttar Pradesh, Pin-

205001, Have Changed My 

Name From Miss Meenu To 

Km Meenu Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb124801949290353x 

Dated 10 March 2025 Before 

Notary Public Pathankot 

I, Savita Spouse Of 

No.15777778x Hav (Dmt) 

Suresh Kumar Yadav 

Resident Of Village- Bharauli 

Kalan, Post- Bharauli Kalan, 

Tehsil- Mohammadabad, 

District- Ghazipur, State- 

Uttar Pradesh, Pin-233228, 

Have Changed My Name 

From Savita To Savita Yadav 

Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb14729548802802x Dated 

10 March 2025 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot 

I, Bhavuk Arora Son Of 

Shri Pawan Kumar Resident 

Of Ward No.15, S. Patel 

Nagar, Pathankot, At Present 

Gali No.4, Ward No.34 Near 

Nav Durga Pathankot, Tehsil 

& District Pathankot, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Bhavuk Arora To Bhavuk Vide 

Affidavit No.In-

Pb14716274663739x Dated 

10 March 2025 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot 

I, Md Abid Hussain 

Ansari Resident Of Village- 

Pateji Bahadur, Post- Khujwa, 

Tehsil- Siwan, District- Siwan, 

State- Bihar, Pin-841502, 

Have Changed My Mother 

Name From Mahbuban Nisha 

To Mahabuban Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb14727017836897x 

Dated 10 March 2025 Before 

Notary Public Pathankot 

I  No.   14802571p  Ex  

Naik (Ts)  Joginder Singh Son 

Of  Kanwar Singh R/O  Lal 

Bahadur Shastri Nagar, 

Rohtak,  Distt.  Rohtak  

(Haryana) Declare That  I 

Have Changed My  Son 

Name In My Army  Records / 

Disch. Book  From Yogesh 

Singh  (Existing Name) To  

Yogesh  (New Name)  As Per 

My  Son  Matric Certificate, 

Aadhaar / Pan Card.  In 

Future My Son Shall May Be 

Known/ Written/Called   As  

Yogesh For All Work 

Purposes  Vide  Affidavit 

Dated  11  March  2025 

Before  Ist Class Magistrate,  

(Rohtai) 

Sankareswari 

Subramani Am Mother Of No 

16132276f Rank Spr Name 

Eswaramoorthy S Present 

Residing At 162 Br Coy, 16 

Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Sankareswari S 

To Sankareswari Subramani 

And Also Correct My Date Of 

Birth From 01 Jul 1971 To 03 

Sep 1971 

I, Kakoju Vasanta 

Lakshmi Am Mother Of No 

16131807f Rank Spr Name 

Kakoju Pavan Present 

Residing At 162 Br Coy, 16 

Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Kakoju Vasantha 

To Kakoju Vasanta Lakshmi 

I, Saranya M Am Spouse 

Of No 15334065L Rank Hav 

Name V Manikandan Present 

Residing At 162 Br Coy, 16 

Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From M Saranya To 

Saranya M 

I, Gouravva Tallur Am 

Mother Of No 16136039p 

Rank Spr Name Yallappa S 

Tallur Present Residing At 164 

Br Coy, 16 Engr Br Regt 

(Pms), Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Gouravva To 

Gouravva Tallur 

I, Renuka Mallappagol 

Am Mother Of No 16132962p 

Rank Spr Name Anjaneya 

Mallappagol Present Residing 

At 164 Br Coy, 16 Engr Br 

Regt (Pms), Chandimandir 

Cantt, Panchkula, Haryana 

Declare That I Have Changed 

My Name From Renuka To 

Renuka Mallappagol 

I, Bara Pydithalli Am 

Mother Of No 16120443a 

Rank Nk Name Bara 

Venkatarao Present Residing 

At 163 Br Coy, 16 Engr Br 

Regt (Pms), Chandimandir 

Cantt, Panchkula, Haryana 

Declare That I Have Changed 

My Name From Bara Pyditalli 

To Bara Pydithalli And Also 

Correct My Date Of Birth 

From 10 May 1961 To 01 Jan 

1965 

I, G Laxmi Am Mother Of 

No 13634679a Rank Spr 

Name G Krishna Kumar 

Present Residing At 164 Br 

Coy, 16 Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Lakshmi To G 

Laxmi And Also Correct My 

Date Of Birth From 20 Sep 

1979 To 20 Mar 1979 

I, Gondla Ramulu Am 

Father Of No 13634679a 

Rank Spr Name G Krishna 

Kumar Present Residing At 

164 Br Coy, 16 Engr Br Regt 

(Pms), Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Ramulu To 

Gondla Ramulu 

I, Pyalal Dhurpath Bai 

Am Mother Of No 16130435p 

Rank L Nk Name Pyalala 

Praveenkumar Present 

Residing At 163 Br Coy, 16 

Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Pyalala 

Drupathibai To Pyalal 

Dhurpath Bai 

I, Pyalal Pandari Am 

Father Of No 16130435p 

Rank L Nk Name Pyalala 

Praveenkumar Present 

Residing At 163 Br Coy, 16 

Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Pyalala Pandari 

To Pyalal Pandari 

I, Shalan Rajaram 

Tipkurle Am Mother Of No 

16117852h Rank Hav Name 

Pradeep Tipkurle Present 

Residing At 163 Br Coy, 16 

Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Shalan To Shalan 

Rajaram Tipkurle And Also 

Correct My Date Of Birth 

From 01 Jul 1967 To  01 Jan 

1968 

I, Ningappa Kamati Am 

Father Of No 16127913h 

Rank Nk Name Kushal 

Ningappa Kamati Present 

Residing At 163 Br Coy, 16 

Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Ningappa To 

Ningappa Kamati 

I,  Irappa Appanna 

Rudragoudar Am Father Of 

No 16134342x Rank Spr 

Name Akash Rudragoudar 

Present Residing At 163 Br 

Coy, 16 Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Irappa To Irappa 

Appanna Rudragoudar And 

Also Correct My Date Of Birth 

From 01 Jan 1795 To 01 Jan 

1975 

I, Yallappa Ningappa 

Goraguddi Am Father Of No 

16134431w Rank Nk (L) 

Name Ningappa Goraguddi 

Present Residing At 163 Br 

Coy, 16 Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Yallappa To 

Yallappa Ningappa 

Goraguddi 

I, Chakali Venkatamma 

Am Mother Of No 16118118f 

Rank Hav Name Surendar C 

Present Residing At 163 Br 

Coy, 16 Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Venkatamma To 

Chakali Venkatamma And 

Also Correct My Date Of Birth 

From 10 Oct 1966 To 01 Jan 

1973 

I, Meerabi Am Spouse Of 

No 16117750m Rank Hav 

Name Mahammad 

Ameerbasha Present 

Residing At Rhq Camp, 16 

Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Mahammad 

Meerabi To Meerabi 

I, Army No-15347978L 

Rank-Spr Name-Rajesh 

Gupta Presently Posted At 

Unit: 57 Engr Regt C/O 56 

Apo Permanent Address: 

Nonahra, Ghazipur, Nonhara, 

Uttar Pradesh-233303 

Declare That I Have Changed 

My Daughter’s Name From 

Shakshi To Sakshi Gupta. 

Vide Affidavit No:48aa 

901495,Dated:11/03/2025 

I, Army No 14831065m 

Rank Hav/Mt Name Vikash 

Chaubey. Residing At Village 

– Barha, Post – Hurmujpur, 

Tehsil - Jakhaniya, Thana – 

Bhariyabad, Distt – Ghazipur, 

State – Uttar Pradesh,  Pin - 

275204, Declared That I Have 

Changed Name Of My Son 

From Aanjanay To  Anjaney 

Chaubey As Per Affidavit Dt 

11 Mar 2025 Sworn Before 

Notary Public Satpal, 

Pathankot.  Pl Correct It. 

I, Pooja Chaubey Wife 

Of Army No 14831065m 

Rank Hav Name Vikash 

Chaubey . Residing At Village 

– Barha, Post – Hurmujpur, 

Tehsil - Jakhaniya, Thana – 

Bhariyabad, Distt – Ghazipur, 

State – Uttar Pradesh,  Pin – 

275204, Declared That I Have 

Changed My Date Of Birth  

From 19/07/1987 And 

04/05/1988 As Per Affidavit Dt 

11 Mar 2025 Sworn Before 

Notary Public Satpal, 

Pathankot.  Pl Correct It. 

I Manjeet Kaur Wife Of 

Late Dharminder Singh 

Permanent Resident Of 

Village Asa Bano P.O- 

Sujanpur, Tehsil & District 

Pathankot (Punjab),Pin 

Code-145023, Declare That 

In My Son's All Documents I.E 

Birth Certificate, Aadhaar 

Card And School's Record 

Written As Parvansh Singh 

Choudhary .But I Have 

Correct His Name From 

Parvansh Singh Choudhary 

To Parvansh Singh.Both 

Name Are One Of Same 

Person . 

I Ankur S/O Sh Sunil 

Kumar R/O House No-3337 

Sector 40 D Chandigarh 

Have Changed My Name 

From Ankur To Ankur Bisht. 

I, Chinda Singh Alias 

Aman, Son Of Bagga Singh, 

Resident Of Village Rampur 

Majri Tehsil And District 

Rupnagar, Declare That 

Chinda Singh Alias Aman Are 

Both My Names And I Am 

Known By Both Names. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

The Pioneer does not take 

responsibility for the contents 

for the advertisement (Display / 

Classified) carried in this 

newspaper. The Paper does 

not endorse the same. Readers 

are requested to verify the 

content on their own. 

Disclaimer
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Trump overstepped his authority in
freezing funding for USAID: Judge
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Washington

President Donald Trump overstepped his
constitutional authority in freezing
almost all spending on US humanitar-

ian and development work abroad, a feder-
al judge ruled, saying the administration
could no longer simply sit on the tens of bil-
lions of dollars that Congress has appropri-
ated for foreign aid.

But Judge Amir H Ali stopped short of
ordering Trump officials to use the money
to revive the thousands of contracts they have
abruptly terminated for US aid and develop-
ment work around the world.

Ali’s ruling Monday evening came hours
after Secretary of State Marco Rubio
announced that the administration had fin-
ished what has been a six-week purge of pro-
grammes of the six-decade-old US Agency
for International Development, cutting 83%
of them. Rubio said he would move the
remaining aid programmes under the State
Department. Rubio made his announcement
in a post on X, in one of his few public com-
ments on what has been a historic shift away
from US foreign aid and development, exe-
cuted by Trump political appointees at the
State Department and Elon Musk’s
Department of Government Efficiency
teams. Rubio in the post thanked DOGE and
“our hardworking staff who worked very long
hours to achieve this overdue and historic
reform” in foreign aid.

Trump on Jan 20 issued an executive order

directing a freeze of foreign assistance fund-
ing and a review of all US aid and develop-
ment work abroad. Trump charged that much
of foreign assistance was wasteful and
advanced a liberal agenda.

Rubio’s social media post Monday said that
review was now “officially ending,” with some
5,200 of USAID’s 6,200 programmes elimi-
nated. Those programmes “spent tens of bil-
lions of dollars in ways that did not serve, (and
in some cases even harmed), the core
national interests of the United States,”
Rubio wrote. About 1,000 remaining con-
tracts would now be administered by the State
Department, he said.

Democratic lawmakers and others call the
shutdown of congressionally funded pro-
grammes illegal, saying such a move requires
Congress’ approval. In his preliminary
injunction Monday, Ali said Trump could not
simply ignore most of what is roughly $60
billion in foreign assistance funding that was
given to USAID and State by Congress, which
under the US Constitution has the authori-
ty to spend money.

“The constitutional power over whether
to spend foreign aid is not the President’s own
— and it is Congress’s own,” Ali wrote, adding
elsewhere that Trump officials “offer an unbri-
dled view of Executive power that the
Supreme Court has consistently rejected”.

But Ali declined the request from nonprof-
it groups and businesses to revive the can-
celled contracts for foreign assistance work
around the world, saying it was up to the

administration to make decisions on specif-
ic contracts. The mass contract cancellations
also were a separate matter than the fund-
ing freeze that two global health groups, the
AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition and the
Global Health Council, had originally gone
to court to challenge, he said.

Ali also ordered Trump officials to pay all
of the roughly $2 billion it owed to aid groups
and businesses up to mid-February, and
ordered them to do it at a pace of at least 300
back payments a day.

Despite claims from the administration it
was continuing to fund at least life-saving pro-
grammes in its foreign aid freeze, USAID
staffers and the agency’s nonprofit and busi-
ness partners say all payments through
USAID were cut off until recently, and that
USAID’s payment system itself disabled by
Musk’s DOGE.

Ali’s ruling came after the Supreme Court
had rejected the Trump administration’s
appeal in the case.

USAID supporters said the sweep of the
cuts have made it difficult to tell what US
efforts abroad the Trump administration
actually supports.

“The patterns that are emerging is the
administration does not support democra-
cy programmes, they don’t support civil soci-
ety... they don’t support NGO programmes,”
or health or emergency response, said
Andrew Natsios, the USAID administrator
for Republican former President George W
Bush.

Syrian Kurds celebrate deal with Damascus
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Qamishli (Syria)

In the city of Qamishli in northeast Syria,
revellers took to the streets after the
announcement of a breakthrough deal

between the central government in Damascus
and local Kurdish-led authorities, dancing
and chanting “One, one, one — the Syrian
people are one,” as cars drove by honking in
celebration. The scenes of elation following
Monday night’s declaration came in sharp
contrast to the grim scenes in coastal com-
munities wrecked by days of clashes that
broke out last week between government
forces and armed groups affiliated with
deposed President Bashar Assad. Monitoring
groups said hundreds of civilians were killed
in revenge attacks, primarily targeting mem-
bers of the Alawite religious minority to which
Assad belongs.

A new wave of
refugees in Lebanon:
Some families took
refuge in a Russian air
base in the coastal
province of Latakia
as thousands more
fled to neighbouring
Lebanon, mostly
through irregular bor-
der crossings in the
country’s north. The
UN refugee agency
reported at least 7,616
people had fled to
northern Lebanon
where humanitarian
organisations were
handing out food and
blankets. 

Pakistan ranks
third-most
polluted country
in 2024: Report
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Islamabad

Pakistan ranked the third most polluted country in 2024
when it faced unprecedented smog, according to a report
on Tuesday. According to Swiss air technology compa-

ny IQAir’s 2024 World Air Quality Report, Chad topped the
rankings for the most polluted country, followed by Bangladesh,
Pakistan, the Democratic Republic of Congo and then India,
Dawn reported.

Pakistan last year witnessed unprecedented smog levels, espe-
cially in Punjab, where the situation was declared a “calami-
ty” and around two million people had to seek treatment for
resulting health issues. 

The government took various steps to combat pollution,
including imposing lockdowns and closing schools.

For Pakistan, the average concentration of particles less than
2.5 microns in diameter (PM2.5) was 73.7 micrograms per cubic
metre (μg/m ) — nearly 15 times higher than the safe levels
set by the World Health Organisation (WHO), the report said.

Interestingly, despite the record smog, Pakistan’s average pol-
lution last year remained the same as in 2023, it added.

In the Central and South Asia region, Pakistan ranked sec-
ond — just behind Bangladesh — with Lahore, Multan,
Peshawar and Sialkot among the 15 most polluted cities in the
region. “Pakistan faces persistently high levels of pollution from
various sources, including biomass burning, industrial activ-
ities, vehicular emissions, brick kilns, and construction dust,”
the report noted.

Compared to 2023, Peshawar, Islamabad, Rawalpindi and
Lahore witnessed a spike in their annual average readings, while
Faisalabad saw a negligible rise, according to the report.

On the other hand, the PM2.5 readings for Karachi
declined from over 55 micrograms per cubic metre in 2023 to
around 46 micrograms per cubic metre in 2024.

The report said five Pakistani cities saw levels rise above 200
microns during November.

The study was based on “more than 40,000 air quality mon-
itoring stations across 8,954 locations in 138 countries, terri-
tories, and regions analysed by IQAir’s air quality scientists”.

About seven in 10 people in Pakistan faced health issues
because of smog, according to a report by international insights
firm Ipsos. Readings for Chad were 18 times higher than WHO
safe levels, while those for India were 10 times more than the
recommended limits.

Air pollution — atmospheric and domestic — was the main
environmental risk to health in 2021, responsible for 8.1 mil-
lion premature deaths worldwide, according to estimates in the
“State of Global Air 2024” report carried out by the Health
Effects Institute and the Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation, reported Dawn.

12 dead, dozens hurt as
bus overturns on
highway in South Africa
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA JOHANNESBURG

Abus overturned on a highway on Tuesday and
passengers were thrown out of it, killing at least 12
people and injuring 45 in the South African city of

Johannesburg, emergency services said.
Emergency crews were trying to lift the bus back onto its

wheels to see if any more victims were trapped underneath it,
said William Nthladi, a spokesperson for the city’s
Ekurhuleni Emergency Management.

“On arrival we found patients lying across the road,”
Nthladi said.

The early-morning crash happened on a highway near
Johannesburg’s main OR Tambo International Airport.

The bus was lying on its side near the edge of the highway.
It had been transporting people from the township or
Katlehong, east of Johannesburg, officials said.

Nthladi said 12 people were declared dead at the scene of
the crash by paramedics.

Nthladi said he also couldn’t give exact details on the
extent of the injuries but said they ranged from serious to
critical. The driver was among those taken to the hospital.

No other vehicle was involved in the crash and officials
weren’t yet able to determine the cause. Police are
investigating and the crash was being treated as a crime scene
because of the fatalities, Nthladi said.



MONEY 10
CHANDIGARH | WEDNESDAY | MARCH 12, 2025

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Under the leadership of
Chairperson Dr Payal Kanodia,
the Young FICCI Ladies

Organisation (YFLO) hosted the Young
Women Achievers Awards 2025 at the
iconic National Gallery of Modern
Art, Jaipur House. 

Marking a confluence of excellence
and empowerment, the event honored
exceptional young women under 45
who are redefining leadership across
diverse fields. Embracing the theme
‘Unleash: Mind | Body | Soul,’ the event
was graced by actress Shabana Azmi,
writer poet Javed Akhtar and Director
General, NGMA, Dr. Sanjeev Kishor
Goutam,

The event celebrated 21 distinguished
awardees, with the top 10 honorees
including Devita Saraf
(Entrepreneurship), Princess Gauravi
Kumari (Social Entrepreneurship),
Harshdeep Kaur (Performing Arts -
Singer), Flt. Ltr. Urvashi Tomar (Service
to Nation), Mangala Bai Marawi (Art),
Isha Talwar (Performing Arts - Film &
Entertainment), Amruta Karvande
(Service to Humanity), Priya Mishra
(Art), Kulsum Shadab Wahab (Social
Impact), and Taniyaa Bakshhi (Health
and Wellness). 

The evening also paid tribute to
India’s legendary artists, Arpana Caur,
Madhavi Parekh, and Anjoli Ela Menon,
honoring their immense contributions
to the world of art. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Mumbai

The rupee pared early loss-
es to settle higher by 10
paise at 87.21 against the

US currency on Tuesday as the
dollar fell to a four-month low
level and crude oil prices also
stayed subdued.

A volatile trend in domestic
equity markets and foreign
capital outflows amid fear of
recession in the US and trade-
related uncertainties restricted
the recovery in the local curren-
cy, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened
lower at 87.37 and touched the
day’s low of 87.39 against the
greenback in early trade. The
unit later rebounded up to
87.17 before ending the session at 87.21
against the dollar, 10 paise higher com-
pared to its previous closing level.

On Monday, the rupee crashed 36
paise to close at 87.31 against the 
US dollar.

Anuj Choudhary, Research Analyst at
Mirae Asset Sharekhan, attributed the
rupee’s recovery to weak tone in the US
dollar index and a decline in the US 10-
year treasury yields.

He said that weak crude oil prices and
mixed-to-positive domestic markets

supported the rupee but FII outflows
capped sharp gains.

Going further, Choudhary said,
“Traders may take cues from JOLTS job
openings data from the US. Investors
may remain cautious ahead of the infla-
tion data from the US and India this
week. USD-INR spot price is expected
to trade in a range of `86.95 to `87.40,”

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength against
a basket of six currencies, was trading
lower by 0.58 per cent at 103.35, close

to the level seen on
November 5.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, traded 0.71 per
cent higher at US 69.77 per bar-
rel in futures trade, struggling to
reclaim the crucial $70-a-barrel
mark.

Domestic equity markets set-
tled almost flat with the 30-
share BSE Sensex falling mar-
ginally by 12.85 points, or 0.02
per cent, to 74,102.32, and the
Nifty gaining slightly by 37.60
points, or 0.17 per cent, to
close at 22,497.90.

Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities worth
`2,823.76 crore on a net basis on
Tuesday, according to exchange
data.

On the global macroeco-
nomic front, US President

Donald Trump sought to downplay
business concerns over the uncertainty
caused by his tariff moves and has not
ruled out the possibility of a recession
triggered by higher prices in the coun-
try.

Meanwhile, China has retaliated
Trump’s 20 per cent tariff on Chinese
imports with an additional 15 per cent
tax on key American farm products,
including chicken, pork, soybeans and
beef. The escalating trade tensions led to
a crash in the US markets on Monday. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Markets regulator SEBI on Tuesday
reduced the processing time for
a rights issue of equity shares to

23 days in a bid to make it a preferred
route of fundraising.

Separately, the regulator has provided
flexibility of allotment to specific investors
in the rights issue and discontinued the
current requirement of filing draft offer
with it for issuance of its observation,
instead it will be filed with stock
exchanges for its in-principle approval, as
the entity is already a listed entity.

The moves would facilitate ease of
doing business and enable faster rights
issues.

Under the framework, rights issues will
be completed within 23 working days
from the date of board of directors of the
issuer approving the issue, SEBI said in
a circular. This was against the present
average timeline of 317 days.

This mechanism would be even faster
than the preferential allotment route
that takes 40 working days.

In addition, the move would give
existing shareholders of the company an
opportunity to participate even more, in
the future potential growth of the com-
pany.

Sebi said that rights issues will be kept
open for subscription for a minimum
period of seven days and for a maximum
period of 30 days. In a separate notifica-
tion, SEBI said, “The issuer shall file the
draft letter of offer with the stock
exchange(s)”.

The exchanges and depositories have
been directed to develop a system for
automated validation of the applications
in a period of six months.

Also, SEBI has rationalised the content
of Letter of Offer to contain only the rel-
evant incremental information regarding
rights issue — object of issue, price, record
date and entitlement ratio among others
It has abolished the mandatory require-
ment of appointment of a merchant
banker by an issuer and making it
optional subject to completion of rights
issue within the timeline of 23 working
days. SEBI has mandated the appointment
of a ‘monitoring agency’ to supervise the
use of proceeds from all types of rights
issues of equity shares.

Currently, an issuer offering securities
worth less than `50 crore through a rights
issue is not required to rope in a moni-
toring agency.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India has imported 44.19 lakh tonnes
of Di-ammonium Phosphate (DAP),
a key fertiliser, till February of this fis-

cal, the government data showed.
The country had imported 55.67 lakh

tonnes in the entire 2023-24 fiscal.
In a written reply to Rajya Sabha,

Minister of State for Chemicals and
Fertilisers Anupriya Patel noted that the
domestic production of urea and P&K
(phosphatic and potassic) fertilisers has
increased in India in the last 10 years.

She said urea production has increased
from 225 lakh tonnes per annum during
2014-15 to 314.07 lakh tonnes in the last
financial year.

“In case of Phosphatic & Potassic fer-
tilisers (P&K), the companies are free to
import /produce fertiliser raw materials,

intermediaries and finished fertilizers as
per their business dynamics,” Patel said.

Based on the requests, the new man-
ufacturing units or increase in manufac-
turing capacity of existing units have been
recognised/taken on record under the
NBS subsidy scheme, with a view to boost
manufacturing and make the country
self-reliant in fertiliser production.

She said the production of P&K fertil-
izers has increased from 159.54 lakh
tonnes in 2014-15 to 182.85 lakh tonnes
in 2023-24.

As per the government data, India
imported 55.67 lakh tonnes of DAP in
2023-24, of which 22.28 lakh tonnes
(40.02 per cent) came from China.

Till February of 2024-25 fiscal, the
country has imported 44.19 lakh tonnes
of DAP, of which 8.47 lakh tonnes (19.1
per cent) were from China.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The total telephone subscriber base
in India grew marginally to
1,189.92 million in December

2024 with Jio adding the highest num-
ber of subscribers in both mobile and
fixed-line segments, a Trai report
released on Tuesday said.

Total telephone subscribers stood at
1,187.15 million in November, accord-
ing to the Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (Trai).

Reliance Jio Infocomm was the fron-
trunner with 476.58 million broadband
subscribers, followed by Bharti Airtel
(289.31 million), and Vodafone Idea
(126.38 million).

While urban telephone subscriptions
rose from 659.87 million in November
to 663.37 million in December, rural
subscriptions fell from 527.27 million to
526.56 million during the same period.

Wireless subscribers grew from
1,148.65 million in November 2024 to

1,150.66 million in December 2024, at
a monthly growth rate of 0.17 per cent.

Wireless teledensity increased to 81.67
per cent at the end of December, against
81.59 per cent at the end of November.

Reliance Jio added 3,906,123 wireless
subscribers, while Bharti Airtel saw a net
addition of 1,033,009 subscribers during
the period. Vodafone Idea lost 1,715,975
wireless subscribers, according to the
data. BSNL and MTNL lost 316,599 and
896,988 wireless subscribers.

Private access service providers held
91.92 per cent market share of the wire-
less subscribers whereas BSNL and
MTNL had a market share of only 8.08
per cent. Wireline subscribers increased
from 38.50 million at the end of
November 2024 to 39.27 million at the
end of December 2024. The Overall
Wireline Tele-density in India increased
from 2.73 per cent to 2.79 per cent.

Reliance Jio topped the charts, adding
6,56,823 wireline subscribers. It was fol-
lowed by Bharti Airtel and Tata

Teleservices, who added 1,62,945 and
9,278 wireline subscribers, respectively.

BSNL emerged as the biggest loser in
the segment. The company lost 33,306
subscribers. BSNL’s sister-concerned
MTNL lost 14,054 subscribers.

Total broadband subscribers rose
marginally from 944.76 million in
November to 944.96 million in
December, according to the data.

As of December 31, 2024, the top five
broadband service providers who held
over 98 per cent market share were
Reliance Jio Infocomm (476.58 million
subscribers), Bharti Airtel (289.31 mil-
lion subscribers), Vodafone Idea (126.38
million subscribers), Bharat Sanchar
Nigam (35.33 million subscribers), and
Atria Convergence Technologies (2.27
million subscribers).

While Reliance Jio grabbed a 50.43 per
cent market share, Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone Idea held 30.62 per cent and
13.37 per cent share of broadband ser-
vices at the end of December 2024. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

IndusInd Bank on Tuesday fire fought
the fallout of a `2,100 Crore discrep-
ancy in accounting, saying it has
enough reserves and capital to cover for

it, but the management’s assurance failed to
arrest the free fall of shares which tanked
over 27 per cent on the bourses.

IndusInd Bank CEO and Managing
Director Sumant Kathpalia said that the
accounting lapse was noted around
September-October last year and the bank
gave a preliminary update to the RBI about
this last week. The final number will be
known after the external agency, which the
bank has appointed, finalises its report by
early April. In a stock exchange filing, pri-
vate sector lender IndusInd Bank on
Monday disclosed that the bank has noted
some discrepancies in its derivatives port-
folio which could have an adverse impact

of about 2.35 per cent of the bank’s net
worth as of December 2024 as per its inter-
nal review. Analysts peg the discrepancy at
`2,100 crore in absolute terms. The bank
has, in parallel, appointed an external
agency to independently review and vali-
date the internal findings.  “The bank’s prof-
itability and capital adequacy remain
healthy to absorb this one-time impact. The
issue was identified by the bank. The bank
has enough reserves and capital to manage
this,” Kathpalia said. Shares of IndusInd
Bank nosedived 27.17 per cent to close at
`655.95 on the BSE. During the day’s trade,

the stock had hit its 1 year low of `649 a
piece, down 28 per cent over Monday’s clos-
ing price of `900. In an analyst call late on
Monday night, Kathpalia said that the dis-
crepancy in the derivative portfolio has been
accumulated in the book over a period of
5-7 years prior to April 1, 2024. 

The discrepancy in IndusInd Bank’s
treasury business went unnoticed despite
multiple audits like that of internal, statu-
tory, and compliance, as well as by the RBI.
He said the bank started reviewing its inter-
nal trade book after the RBI circular in
September 2023 which mandated that
internal trade in derivatives were to be dis-
continued from April 1, 2024.

“We started observing discrepancies in
our (derivatives) business in October, and
then we hired external agency to review our
business. That is why we are comfortable
that by March end or early April, we (exter-
nal agency report) should be able to iden-

tify the gaps,” Kathpalia said. 
Kathpalia said that IndusInd Bank had

given a “preliminary update” about this dis-
crepancy to the banking regulator RBI last
week. Asked in the analyst call as to
whether this discrepancy has had a bear-
ing on his re-appointment as MD and CEO,
Kathpalia said, “Of course this would have
a bearing because they were aware of the
issue”.  The RBI last week approved only one
year extension to Kathpalia till March 23,
2026, as against three years proposed by the
bank’s board. “I don’t know what’s the ratio-
nale for them to give me 1 year. But I think
they are uncomfortable with the way my
leadership skills of running the bank is and
we have to respect that. This is a litmus test
for the bank, from a succession point we see
how to take the bank forward. I don’t think
the BAU (business as usual) of the bank will
suffer, I don’t think the growth agenda will
get off the track,” Kathpalia said. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Benchmark BSE Sensex recovered
most of its losses to close marginal-
ly down in a volatile session on

Tuesday even as private lender IndusInd
Bank slumped 27 per cent and global mar-
kets declined on US recession worries.

The 30-share BSE Sensex settled down
by 12.85 points or 0.02 per cent at 74,102.32
with half of its constituents closing lower.
The index opened sharply down and
slumped further 451.57 points or 0.61 per
cent to hit a low of 73,663.60 in early deals
following weak global trends. The barom-
eter later recovered losses to close almost
flat. Analysts said late-buying in select blue-
chips such as ICICI Bank, Reliance and
Airtel helped recover losses.

The broader Nifty of NSE advanced 37.60
points or 0.17 per cent to close at 22,497.90,
rebounding from the day’s lows. The index
rose by 61.8 points or 0.27 per cent to hit
a high of 22,522.10.

Shares of IndusInd Bank plummeted by
more than 27 per cent to close at Rs 655.95
apiece on BSE after the private sector lender
reported some discrepancies in its deriva-
tives portfolio.

During the day, the stock of Mumbai-
based lender tanked 28 per cent to hit a 52-
week low of `649 per share. Additionally,
the shares emerged as the major laggard on
the 30-share BSE barometer. Infosys, Bajaj
Finserv, Mahindra & Mahindra, Zomato,
Hindustan Unilever, Power Grid, Axis
Bank, UltraTech Cement, Adani Ports, and
Tata Consultancy Services were among the
laggards in the Sensex pack.

On the other hand, Sun Pharmaceuticals,
ICICI Bank, Bharti Airtel, HCL
Technologies, Maruti Suzuki India, Larsen
and Toubro, Reliance Industries, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and Titan were the gain-
ers. “Despite significant sell-offs in the US
and other Asian markets driven by concerns
over an economic slowdown caused by the

ongoing trade war, the domestic market is
showing signs of a gradual recovery. “Its rel-
atively lower volatility can be attributed to
a moderation in valuations, following
recent corrections, along with supportive
factors like falling crude oil prices, an eas-
ing Dollar Index, and expectations of a
rebound in domestic earnings,” Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit Financial
Services, said.

The attention remains on the upcoming
retail inflation data, which could provide
insights into potential interest rate cuts, Nair
added.

Ajit Mishra – SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd said markets remained volatile
but managed to close slightly in the green
amid mixed signals. A weak global outlook
led to a gap-down opening, but selective
buying in heavyweight stocks helped recov-
er losses, he added.

Analysts said that US President Donald
Trump’s flip-flop tariff policy and the high
uncertainty has started impacting US stock
markets with benchmark indices tanking up
to 4 per cent on Monday.

The BSE Smallcap gauge fell 0.70 per
cent, however, the midcap index went up
0.72 per cent. Among the BSE sectoral
indices, Realty, Telecommunication, Energy,
Oil and Gas, Commodities, Consumer
Discretionary, Healthcare, Capital Goods,
Consumer Durables and Metal were among
the gainers. FMCG, IT, Utilities, Auto,
Bankex, Teck and Focussed IT were the lag-
gards. As many as 2,506 stocks declined
while 1,466 advanced and 119 remained
unchanged on the BSE.

Despite the market ended in the nega-
tive zone. The market capitalisation of BSE-
listed firms edged up by ` 39,721.99 crore
to ̀ 3,94,25,540.72 crore ($4.51 trillion).  In
Asian markets, Tokyo and Seoul ended
lower, while Hong Kong settled flat.
Shanghai stock markets finished in the
green territory. European markets were
largely positive in the mid-session deals.

India imports 44.19 lakh tonnes DAP
till February of FY25: Government

Sensex settles almost flat

YELO hosts women achievers awards 

Telecom subscriber base grows to
1,189.92 million in December 2024: Trai

SEBI cuts timeline
for completion of
rights issue for
equity shares to
23 days

Rupee recovers 10 paise against US dollar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

INDIAWOOD 2025, the premier trade
fair for woodworking and furniture
manufacturing, concluded at the India

Expo Mart and Centre (IEML), Greater
Noida, Delhi NCR. Marking its 25-year
milestone, the event attracted over 600
brands from 30+ countries, reinforcing
India’s stature as a global manufacturing
hub. Key highlights included Surface in
Motion, which showcased surface technol-
ogy innovations, the India Mattresses
Expo and Wood+ in Architecture and
Design, bringing together architects and
industry leaders. 
With best technology, AI-driven automa-
tion, and sustainable materials on display,
INDIAWOOD 2025 set the stage for future
advancements in the woodworking sector.
Leading brands such as Biesse, HOMAG,
Felder, SCM and INOX played a significant
role in shaping the event’s success. These
industry giants showcased groundbreaking
innovations, from high-performance wood-
working machinery to premium materials
and smart manufacturing solutions. 

INDIAWOOD
2025 Concludes
at India Expo
Mart and Centre

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Hindustan Zinc Limited (NSE:
HINDZINC), India’s largest and
the world’s second largest integrat-

ed zinc producer, announced the signing
of a power delivery agreement (PDA) with
Serentica Renewables, a leading renew-
able energy company in India. 
The latest power delivery agreement
augments Hindustan Zinc’s round-the-
clock renewable energy up to 530 MW
from previously signed PDA of 450 MW,
increasing the overall renewable energy
contribution to over 70 per cent of its total
power requirement. This is a first-of-its-
kind round-the-clock renewables PDA
that guarantees a minimum of 315 MW
uninterrupted power supply through
every 15-minute time block. 

The resulting project will build new
solar, wind and energy storage on mul-
tiple sites across the country and integrate
several existing renewables projects.
Developed under a captive structure, the
project will be strategically spread across
high-resource locations in India and is set
to be fully operational by 2027. This inno-
vative hybrid solution eliminates
Hindustan Zinc’s reliance on other con-
ventional power sources by delivering
seamless, reliable energy through
advanced storage systems and market
mechanisms. 

This landmark agreement marks a fun-

damental shift in industrial power pro-
curement, moving beyond traditional
round-the-clock (RTC) models to an
advanced, Time Block-Based firm
Renewable Energy solution. Unlike con-
ventional renewable energy agreements,
this PDA ensures a precisely scheduled
and dispatchable power supply using a
combination of solar, wind, and cutting-
edge energy storage technologies.
Through advanced forecasting, grid man-
agement, and energy storage innovations,
Serentica is enabling industries to tran-
sition towards clean energy without com-
promising on stability or operational effi-
ciency. 

Serentica is playing a critical role in
advancing India’s net-zero ambitions,
leveraging technology-driven solutions to
provide firm, reliable, and cost-effective
renewable power to energy-intensive
industries. 

Recognised as the world’s most sustain-
able metals and mining company for the
second consecutive year by the S&P
Global Corporate Sustainability
Assessment 2024, Hindustan Zinc con-

tinues its journey towards achieving Net
Zero by 2050 or sooner. The company is
focusing on decarbonising its opera-
tions by increasing the quantum of
renewable energy in its energy mix,
enhancing operational efficiencies to
reduce energy consumption and transi-
tioning to cleaner fuels & electric vehicles. 

Through these strategic initiatives, the
company has achieved a 14 per cent
decrease in greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions intensity compared to the base year
2020. Notably, Hindustan Zinc started
receiving the first flow of  renewable
power from Serentica’s 180 MW solar
park that was utilised in the production
of Asia’s first low carbon ‘green’ zinc -
EcoZen.

Speaking on the occasion, Arun Misra,
CEO - Hindustan Zinc Limited, said,
“Sustainability at Hindustan Zinc is about
future-proofing our business and driving
long-term value through innovation. As
the world transitions to a low-carbon
economy, we embrace our Sensitivity:
Public (C4)  dual role as a leader in this
transformation and as an active partici-
pant with our critical metals  like zinc and
silver. This agreement marks a significant
step in our climate action strategy. By
securing 70 per cent of our power from
renewables we are targeting nearly 70 per
cent reduction in carbon emissions set-
ting sights on our goal of achieving net
zero by 2050 or sooner.” 

Hindustan Zinc signs PDA with Serentica Renewables 

The bank’s profitability and
capital adequacy remain

healthy to absorb this one-time
impact. The issue was identified by
the bank 

— SUMANT KATHPALIA

Sustainability at Hindustan
Zinc is about future-proofing

our business and driving long-term
value through innovation

— ARUN MISRA

IndusInd Bank stock tanks 23 per cent
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The absence of star para athletes like
javelin thrower Sumit Antil and dis-
cus exponent Yogesh Kathuniya

came as a dampener as India began its
campaign in the three-day World Para
Athletics Grand Prix on a sedate note here
on Tuesday.

With the Para Athletics World
Championships scheduled in September,
several top Indian athletes are missing the
Grand Prix because “they are training as
per their international schedule”, said
Paralympic Committee of India (PCI)
president and two-time gold-medallist

javelin thrower at the Paralympic Games
Devendra Jhajharia.

In the absence of several Indian and for-
eign para athletes, who had initially con-
firmed their participation but pulled out
for various reasons, there were several
events where the participation was a bare
minimum -- in some disciplines just one
athlete participated.

The men’s high jump T42 final — for
those with single above the knee ampu-
tations or a disability that is comparable
— saw just one athlete, Ramsingbhai
Gobindbhai Padhiyar, competing and
taking the top spot. Three others —
Lokesh Mantra, Shailesh Kumar and

Varun Singh Bhati — pulled out.
In men’s javelin throw (F33, F34) — for

those with a moderately affected move-
ment and coordination across the whole
body, or affecting part of the body which
affect their movement to a high degree in
the legs — only two para athletes took part
with Uzbekistan’s Oybek Egamnazarov
emerging on top with a best throw of
18.05m. India’s Devershee Sachan came
in second with a best of 11.34m.

In men’s 100m (T11, T12) sprint —
near-total visual impairment — Brazil’s
Joeferson Marinho de Oliveira won the
gold clocking 11.17 seconds, while Vishnu
(12.39 sec) and Pragadeeshwara Raja

Moorthy (12.94 sec) of India finished sec-
ond and third in a three-man field.
Another Indian, Ramanjee did not start.

“If I look at it from the point of an ath-
lete, this is a very big tournament,” said
Jhajharia, one of the legends of Indian
para games. “Every athlete has a dream of
playing for the country and that has been
materialised.”

“As a PCI president, I am happy that we
have been able to organise such a great
event in the country. This will benefit our
athletes as we will be hosting the Worlds
in September, so we have got the oppor-
tunity to conduct a major event before
that,” he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

Andrea Kimi Antonelli once hid in
a stack of tires to get through secu-
rity and into the Formula 1 pad-

dock. Now the 18-year-old Italian is
Lewis Hamilton’s successor at Mercedes.
Antonelli is among F1’s biggest intake of
new drivers in years as top teams put some
trust in youth. Six of the 20 drivers on the
2025 grid are starting their first full sea-
sons in F1. Some could potentially com-
pete for wins. Others already risk losing
a hard-won F1 seat. An unexpectedly tal-
ented Formula 2 field last season came at
a time when some F1 teams were keen to
move on from older drivers like Sergio
Perez and Valtteri Bottas. Switching in
2025 gives teams a chance to let young-
sters gain experience before the F1 car
design rules change radically for 2026.
Andrea Kimi Antonelli

Stepping into a seven-time champion’s
shoes at Mercedes puts the spotlight on
Antonelli, who is set to become the
third-youngest F1 driver ever. The Italian
wants to be known as just “the next
Mercedes driver” because of Hamilton’s
legacy. The first time Antonelli visited an
F1 paddock was age eight in 2014 when

his father Marco — who ran a team in a
support series — hid him in a stack of tires
under an umbrella to get past security and
into the German Grand Prix. “That was
a really cool experience,” he said last
month. Antonelli had a stellar record in
junior series and was sixth in F2 last year
but a heavy crash in practice for Mercedes
at Monza in August was a tough introduc-
tion to F1. 
Liam Lawson

The Red Bull driver is the odd man out
in this list because he’s taken part in 11 F1
races since 2023, though never a full sea-
son. He says he’ll feel “more like a rook-
ie” at the start of the season on tracks he
hasn’t raced before. Partnering four-time
champion Max Verstappen as the replace-
ment for Perez is a daunting task for
Lawson, who knocked Verstappen out of
qualifying in only his third F1 race in
Singapore in 2023. The New Zealander

needs to justify Red Bull’s decision to ele-
vate him over his 2024 teammate and for-
mer roommate Yuki Tsunoda, who out-
performed Lawson over their six races
together last year. 
Oliver Bearman

It’s less than a year since Bearman burst
onto the scene in F1 with a combative sev-
enth-place finish for Ferrari in Saudi
Arabia while Carlos Sainz Jr Was sidelined
because of surgery. He’d never previous-
ly raced in Jeddah and was racing with two
days’ notice. Bearman beat experienced
teammate Nico Hülkenberg in two races
for Haas later that year and is now a full-
time Haas driver for 2025. Bearman
remains part of Ferrari’s junior program
but displacing regular Ferrari drivers
Lewis Hamilton and Charles Leclerc is
unlikely any time soon.

Jack Doohan
The son of legendary motorcycle world

champion Mick Doohan enters 2025
with his F1 career under threat as soon as
it has begun. Alpine’s decision to sign ex-
Williams driver Franco Colapinto as
reserve means a would-be replacement is
available if Doohan doesn’t impress team
management. “You’re always going to have
pressure on your shoulders because you’re

in such a cut-throat sport,” Doohan said.
The Australian driver placed third in F2
in 2023 but didn’t race at all last year until
a surprise entry for the season-ending Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix. Finishing 15th, he was
far off the pace of teammate Pierre Gasly
in seventh.
Isack Hadjar

Lawson’s promotion to Red Bull left an
opening at its second team, now rebrand-
ed Racing Bulls, for F2 runner-up Hadjar.
The French driver arrives at a team 
with a history of changing drivers 
mid-season if they don’t perform. Even
eight-time Grand Prix winner Daniel
Ricciardo didn’t last a full year there 
in 2024. 
Gabriel Bortoleto

Despite winning the F2 title last season,
beating Hadjar, Antonelli and Bearman,
Bortoleto’s arrival in F1 has been over-
shadowed by his former rivals. That’s part-
ly because his new team Sauber struggled
last year and is marking time before a full
rebrand as the Audi works team in 2026.
With a helmet design paying tribute to
three-time champion Ayrton Senna,
Bortoleto is F1’s first full-time Brazilian
driver since 2017.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

India’s Kush Maini was on Tuesday pro-
moted to the reserve driver’s role at the
Alpine Formula 1 team ahead of the

season opener in Melbourne on March 16.
Maini competes in the Formula 2, a

feeder series to Formula 1. The 24-year-
old from Bengaluru joined Alpine’s junior
driver program in October 2023 and now
joins Franco Colapinto, Paul Aron and Ryo
Hirakawa in the pool of reserve drivers of
the F1 team. “Maini’s duties will involve
offering valuable support to the team’s car
development and set-up objectives using
the driver-in-loop simulator at Enstone, as
well as participating in its TPC (testing of
previous cars) Programme aimed at
improving skills at the wheel of a contem-
porary, modern Formula One car,” said
Alpine in a statement. For the majority of
Formula 1’s 75-year-old history, teams
would have only one reserve driver but that
trend has changed of late with multiple dri-
vers performing that role. 

For Maini, the development comes as a
big boost as he aims to become the third
Indian to compete in Formula 1 after
Narain Karthikeyan and Karun Chandhok.

The Indian racer will represent DAMS
in his third Formula 2 season which is run
concurrently on select Formula 1 week-
ends. He finished 11th and 13th in drivers’
standing in 2023 and 2024, totalling five
podiums including a victory in Hungary.

“Since joining the Alpine Academy
ahead of last year, I have been incredibly
welcomed in the entire Alpine family and
I am thankful to Flavio and Oliver for their
continued support. 

“I am looking forward to getting more
track time in Formula One machinery in
this role and to build on what I have
already learned with the team in 2024.  “I’m
very excited to begin the role as soon as
possible but for now my focus is on my
third season in Formula 2 kicking off this
weekend in Australia,” said Maini. Alpine
Academy director Julian Rouse said Maini’s
performance during testing of previous
cars was impressive.

“Kush has impressed the team across his
TPC performances and Formula 2 results
whilst we have been working with him and
we expect he will continue to do so in 2025.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

Newcastle warmed up for the
English League Cup final by
laboring past West Ham 1-0 in

the Premier League on Monday.
Saudi-owned Newcastle will return to

London to face Liverpool at Wembley
on Sunday, seeking its first domestic tro-
phy since the 1955 FA Cup.

However, Eddie Howe’s men will
doubtlessly need more penetration if
they are to beat an in-form Liverpool.

Newcastle rose three places into sixth
in the Premier League but it was a lack-
luster performance in a stuffy encounter
that provided few moments of excite-
ment. The only goal came from Bruno
Guimaraes in the 63rd minute. Harvey
Barnes lofted a ball into the six-yard box
and the Newcastle captain got the
slightest of touches to take it past the 
goalkeeper.

Guimaraes said all focus will turn to
Wembley as Newcastle prepares for a
potentially historic occasion.

“It is massive for the club’s history and
we want to be part of it,” the Brazilian
said. “We know we’re going to play
against one of the best teams.

“I believe that we can win. In a final
anything can happen. I believe our fans
can make the difference for us. We want
to make history for this club. It is a long
time for the fans without a trophy.”

West Ham, meanwhile, lamented a
loss that robbed it of its first hat trick
of wins since December 2023. It sits 16th
in the 20-team Premier League.

“We started both halves very well, it
was a tight game, and we’re disappoint-
ed with the goal,” Hammers boss
Graham Potter said. “I felt for the play-
ers because they gave everything — not
enough to win the game but enough to
get something from it.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Buenos Aires

Seven members of the medical team
that treated Argentine soccer great
Diego Maradona before his death
will go on trial for homicide start-

ing Tuesday in Buenos Aires.
The case revolves around allegations

that negligence by the health care profes-
sionals contributed to the World Cup win-
ner’s death in 2020 at the age of 60, which
triggered an outpouring of grief in his
native Argentina and across the world.

Maradona suffered a heart attack at his
rented house in Tigre, an affluent district
north of Argentina’s capital Buenos Aires,
where he had been recovering from
surgery to remove a blood clot on his
brain weeks earlier.

Widely perceived as one of the sport’s
greatest players, Maradona famously led
Argentina to victory in the 1986 World
Cup and inspired his compatriots with a
rags-to-riches story that vaulted him
from poverty in the hardscrabble outskirts
of Buenos Aires to international rever-
ence. Maradona had struggled with drug
addiction, obesity and alcoholism for
decades, and reportedly came close to
death in 2000 and 2004. But prosecutors
concluded that — were it not for the neg-
ligence of his doctors — his death could
have been avoided.

Seven of the eight medical profession-
als who have been charged in the case,
including Maradona’s brain surgeon, psy-
chiatrist and nurses, are now standing trial
for culpable homicide, a crime roughly
commensurate with involuntary
manslaughter.

They deny wrongdoing but could face
up to 25 years in prison.
Who is on trial?

Maradona’s neurologist, Leopoldo
Luque, served as Maradona’s personal
doctor for years and performed the
surgery that removed his brain blood clot

on November 3, 2020. Luque oversaw
Maradona’s hospital-to-home transition
after the surgery. The swift discharge
raised questions at the time, with some
experts suggesting that Maradona should
have stayed longer in the hospital after his
operation.

Psychiatrist Agustina Cosachov had
prescribed Maradona’s medications. There
was no alcohol or illegal drugs detected
in the toxicology test performed after
Maradona’s death. But the report said
Maradona had psychotropic drugs for
anxiety and depression in his system when
he died. The five other defendants this
week include: Carlos Diaz, an addiction
specialist who had overseen Maradona’s
treatment for alcohol dependency; Nancy
Forlini, a doctor who had helped manage
Maradona’s home care; Mariano Perroni,
a nursing coordinator; Ricardo Almirón,
another nurse who tended to the former
athlete and Pedro Pablo Di Spagna, a clin-
ical physician.

A third nurse, Gisela Dahiana Madrid,
has asked to be tried separately by jury at

a later date. The prosecutor’s office
assembled a medical board made up of a
dozen experts — including forensic doc-
tors, cardiologists, psychiatrists and tox-
icologists — to see if there was evidence
of Maradona’s medics committing culpa-
ble homicide.

In an explosive 2021 report, the board
accused the soccer star’s medical team of
acting in an “inappropriate, deficient and
reckless manner.” “The home confinement
did not comply with norms and proto-
cols,” the report said.

The experts also questioned why
Maradona had been released so soon from
the hospital after his operation when he
was unable to care for himself and had
limited or no access to critical medical
devices, like an oxygen tube and a defib-
rillator, which administers an electric
shock to restore heart rhythm.

The team’s failure to properly monitor
Maradona contributed to his death, the
panel determined, describing his treat-
ment as beset by “deficiencies and irreg-
ularities.” For instance, the report said,

medics overlooked Maradona’s “unusual
body swelling,” a sign of possible heart
failure. Maradona agonised for more
than 12 hours before his heart attack, the
panel added. Exacerbating concerns,
Maradona had not undergone any heart
or lab tests in the two weeks leading to his
death.

To make its case, the prosecution will
present more than 120,000 messages and
audio recordings from private conversa-
tions between doctors and others involved
in Maradona’s care.

All eight medical professionals deny any
wrongdoing. They described Maradona
as a difficult patient who resisted treat-
ment. “The death occurred unexpected-
ly, suddenly, during sleeping hours, with-
out offering us any time,” said Luque, the
neurologist. In response to the damning
medical panel report, the defense com-
missioned its own forensic study to sup-
port its claim that Maradona’s death “was
sudden and without agony.”

Luque stressed that it was Maradona
himself who insisted on home-hospital-
ization. Maradona secluded himself dur-
ing the height of the coronavirus pandem-
ic, as his chronic health problems made
him more vulnerable to becoming infect-
ed and more likely to become severely ill.

The isolation unleashed depression and
anxiety for the superstar in early 2020,
according to hundreds of pages of court
documents reviewed by The Associated
Press. Maradona turned to alcohol, a vice
that had long played a role in his troubled
legacy. 

As Maradona’s trusted doctor, Luque
conducted a series of medical tests and
discovered a subdural hematoma, or
bleeding around the brain. After receiv-
ing emergency surgery, Maradona left the
hospital and headed to a rented home
near his older daughters. Doctors encour-
aged him to pursue treatment for his alco-
holism at a clinic, but Maradona would
accept nothing but outpatient care.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Sao Paulo

Neymar’s justification for missing a
semifinal with Santos was criticised
because he was seen at Carnival last

week. Santos lost to archrival Corinthians
2-1 on Sunday in the semifinals of the Sao
Paulo state championship, and Neymar sat
on the bench for all 90 minutes. On
Monday, he said he had a minor injury
without elaborating.

Days earlier, the striker was pho-
tographed at Rio de Janeiro’s Sambadrome,
the venue for the glitzy Carnival parade.

Neymar, who rejoined his boyhood club
Santos in January, attended the Carnival
parade only hours after being substituted
in the second half of another Sao Paulo
state championship match on March 2
because of an apparent left thigh injury.

He recently recovered from an ACL tear
that sidelined him for more than one year.

Santos did not reveal Neymar had any
injuries before Sunday’s semifinal.

“All I wanted was to be on the pitch and
help my teammates in some way,” Neymar
said on Instagram. “But last Thursday I felt
a discomfort that prevented me from being
on the pitch. We took a test this morning
and I ended up feeling it again.”

Santos coach Pedro Caixinha said he
asked Neymar to stay on the bench
despite the injury.

“It was just a discomfort, but it meant
he couldn’t participate. It was my request
and he agreed to be with the squad,”
Caixinha said in a news conference after
his team’s elimination. “He’s a different
player, he is enlightened and has fantastic
energy. Neymar suffered a lot for not being
able to participate in the game.”

Still, many pundits accused Neymar of
not focusing on his career, which he is try-
ing to revive at the Brazilian club follow-
ing spells at Barcelona, Paris Saint-

Germain and Al-Hilal.
“He chose Carnival over the semifinal,”

popular pundit Walter Casagrande Jr Said
on his social media channels. “Neymar’s
behavior of the last five, six years has come
back. He switches the professional side for
pleasure and fun.”

Santos president Marcelo Texeira told
local media that Neymar was examined
several times from Friday to Sunday and
all of them showed he was unfit to play
against Corinthians.

“It is a precaution, we understood we
shouldn’t (play him),” Teixeira said. “It is
not about the national team, it is because
he had not conditions (to play). He is in
a process of recovery. We need to under-
stand that.”

Spanish newspaper Marca described the
Brazilian player’s week as “Neymar’s sad-
dest Carnival after being tossed by
Barcelona; on the bench and knocked out.”

Later, amid the heavy criticism against
its star player, Santos published a video of
a tearful Neymar talking to his teammates
in the dressing room before the semifinal.

“It is very hard to be out in moments like
this. I am trying to control myself in every
way, not show the sadness I am feeling,”
the striker said. “If you can, run for me. I
wish I could be with you, running for each
of you. You don’t know how desperate I am
in my heart.”

The 33-year-old striker has three goals
and three assists in seven matches for
Santos since his return. Those stats con-
vinced Brazil coach Dorival Jr. To recall
him for World Cup qualifiers this month
against Colombia and Argentina.

Neymar’s next match for Santos is like-
ly on March 29, after the international win-
dow, in the opening round of the Brazilian
league against Vasco da Gama. Santos was
promoted to the country’s top league after
its 2023 relegation.

Andrea Kimi Antonelli is Lewis Hamilton’s successor at Mercedes

World Para Athletics Grand Prix off to a sedate start

Kush Maini
promoted to
reserve driver’s
role at Alpine
Formula 1

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Karachi

In a stunning development, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has resorted to
cost-cutting measures including slash-

ing the match fees of players in domestic
cricket, raising questions about the finan-
cial health of the sport’s apex body in the
country.

The PCB has reduced the match fees of
cricketers participating in the upcoming
National T20 Championship from 100,000
rupees per match to 10,000 per match with
reserve players getting 5000 per match.
The tournament begins on March 14. 

The reduction in match fees has caused
concern among players and the board is
also considering spending less on devel-
opment of domestic cricket. According to
sources, the head of domestic cricket in
the PCB, Abdullah Khurrum Niazi, has
been “reducing facilities” for domestic
players in the last few months. “The play-
ers who were first being offered accom-

modation at five-star and four-star hotels
are now being offered cheaper accommo-
dation. Air travel has also been reduced
for them besides fees,” a source said.

Another source said that outstanding
payments from last season are yet to be
cleared for players and umpires.

Additionally, the PCB is yet to imple-
ment an annual pension increase for for-
mer Test cricketers, as mandated by
board policy. The irony, according to one
source, is that while match fees for play-
ers are being reduced, officials taking these
decisions are getting monthly salaries 
in millions.

The PCB at the same time is also pay-
ing hefty monthly salaries to national
selectors and even mentors appointed with
five teams for the just-concluded
Champions Cup. Mentors Misbah ul
Haq, Waqar Younis, Shoaib Malik, Sarfaraz
Ahmed and Saqlain Mushtaq, on two-year
contracts, are said to be paid around 5 
million per month.

PCB slashes match fees
in domestic cricket

Newcastle warmed up for
English League Cup final

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Birmingham

India’s HS Prannoy bowed out of the
All England Championships on
Tuesday, suffering a straight-game

defeat to France’s Toma Junior Popov in
the men’s singles opening round.

On a comeback trail, Prannoy, a
bronze medallist at the 2023 World
Championships and Asian Games,
fought for 53 minutes before going down
19-21, 16-21 to Popov, who is current-
ly ranked 17th in the world. 

The 32-year-old, ranked 29th, had his
chances in the opening game, leading 6-
1 and 15-12, but faltered in the face of
the relentless pressure of Popov, who
turned the game around from 16-18 to
19-18 before taking the lead. Popov grew
in confidence after the change of ends,
moving from 5-3 to 13-9. Prannoy
fought back to level at 13-13, but Popov
surged ahead as the Indian crumbled. 

Prannoy bowed
out of All England
Championships

Maradona medics face homicide trial

Injured Neymar criticised for
missing semifinal with Santos 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The Indian cricketers, led by
Rohit Sharma, have made a
quiet return home following

their triumph in the Champions
Trophy (CT) in Dubai. After leading
India to their second ICC title in nine
months, skipper Rohit landed back in
Mumbai  on 
Monday night.

The squad members have got a
week off before they join their respec-
tive IPL teams ahead of the tournament
beginning March 22.

“All the players with families left
from Dubai on Monday. There are
some players who have stayed back for
a couple of days,” a BCCI source told
PTI.

With players preferring to rest ahead
of the two-month-long IPL, the BCCI
did not plan a felicitation for the team
like it did when the squad returned

from Barbados following the win in the
T20 World Cup. The players had also
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi
following their return from Barbados
via a special flight back in July.

Head coach Gautam Gambhir and
pacer Harshit Rana landed in Delhi on
Monday night. Superstar Virat Kohli
had left the team hotel with wife
Anushka Sharma right after the team
returned from the Dubai International
Stadium late on Sunday night.

Shreyas Iyer, who played a big role
in the middle order, will captain
Punjab Kings and will join the team on
March 16. India beat New Zealand by
four wickets to win their third
Champions Trophy. They were the only
unbeaten side in the eight-team tour-
nament.

Though Pakistan were the tourna-
ment hosts, India played all their
games in Dubai as per the agreed
hybrid model. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Melbourne

The 150th anniversary test between
Australia and England will be
held under lights at the Melbourne

Cricket Ground from March 11-15,
2027. Cricket Australia announced
Tuesday that the historic match will be
the first day-night men’s test at the
MCG.

The famous stadium on the edge of
downtown Melbourne hosted the first
cricket test in 1877 and the centenary
test between Australia and England in
1977. Australia won by a 45-run mar-
gin in both of those matches.

“The 150th anniversary test at the
MCG will be one of the great cricket
events, and playing under lights will be
a fantastic way to celebrate both our
game’s rich heritage and test cricket’s
modern evolution,” Cricket Australia
chief executive Todd Greenberg said. 

“It will also help ensure more people
are able to attend and watch what will

be a fantastic occasion.
“The Centenary Test created many

iconic performances, including David
Hookes’ five consecutive boundaries off
Tony Greig, Rick McCosker batting
with a broken jaw and Derek Randall’s
defiant century, and I’m sure the 150th
test will create its own lifelong memo-
ries.” 

Australia is hosting the 2025-26 Ashes
series against England starting in
November.

The Australian men’s team, coming off
a semifinal run at the Champions
Trophy, is set to defend its World Test
Championship title in a final against
South Africa in England in June.

Australia has won 12 of the 13 day-
night test matches — which are played
with a pink ball and have day and night
sessions daily — it has contested at home
since introducing the concept in 2015.
Eight of those tests have been in
Adelaide, and none has started later than
January.

MCG to host a night match
between Australia, England 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India wicket-keeper Rishabh Pant
feels the lure of the IPL is under-
standable but budding cricketers
should always focus on playing for

the country as “everything else” follows
thereafter.

Pant, who was part of India’s tri-
umphant Champions Trophy squad but
did not get a game, made his internation-
al debut back in 2017.

“Since childhood, I had only one
dream—to play for India. I never even
thought about playing in the IPL. I think
today, people are more focused on the
IPL. Of course, it’s a great platform, but
I believe that if your goal is to play for
your country, everything else—includ-
ing the IPL—will eventually fall into
place,” Pant told JioHotstar.

“If you have that bigger mindset, suc-
cess will follow. I always believed that I
would play for India one day, and God
has been kind. At 18, I got the opportu-
nity to make my debut, and I am grate-
ful for that,” said the 27-year-old.

Pant is known for flamboyant style of

play and some of his trademark shots
include a one-handed six with the bat
often slipping out of his hands. He
explained why that happens frequently.

“I think it mostly happens because I
hold my bottom hand very lightly. I

mainly try to use my bottom hand for
support because, at times, it starts dom-
inating. So, I focus on gripping my top
hand tightly,” said Pant.

“But when I overreach—especially
when the ball is too wide or too short—

it’s not always in the ideal hitting zone.
Sometimes, the shot I attempt may only
have a 30-40 per cent success rate, but
depending on the match situation, I’m
willing to take that risk. That’s my
mindset.

“When I take that chance and over-
reach, I need to do something to main-
tain balance. At times, it may look like
I’m throwing the bat, but in reality, I’m
just trying to make the most of that deliv-
ery. If my bat slips, if it’s not in my hand,
or even if it hits my head—my only focus
at that moment is finding the boundary.”

Pant said being a gymnast in his
younger days has also helped him as a
cricketer.

“I used to do gymnastics as a kid. My
gymnastics coach always told me that it
would come in handy in life. 

“Basu Sir, our Indian team trainer,
once told me in 2018-19, ‘Thank you to
your gymnastics coach because what he
taught you in childhood is still benefit-
ing you today.

I kept practicing hand springs, and it
has played a huge role in my fitness for
sure,” he said. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Karachi

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) is
still waiting for a “formal clarifica-
tion” from the ICC on the issue of

not have their representative on stage for
the closing ceremony of the Champions
Trophy in Dubai. 

India beat New Zealand by four wick-
ets in the title clash on Sunday to win the
tournament for the third time. 

“We have filed a formal complaint with
the ICC as what happened is unacceptable
to us,” a PCB official said on Tuesday. The
controversy erupted when Sumair Ahmed,
who is the chief operating officer of the
PCB and was also the tournament direc-
tor of the Champions Trophy, was not
invited on stage for the final presentation.

BCCI president Roger Binny presented
the white jackets to India players and the
medals to match officials, while ICC
chairman Jay Shah handed the trophy to
skipper Rohit Sharma and gave the medals
to the winners.  

BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia and New
Zealand Cricket’s CEO Roger Twose were
also present on stage. 

“The reasons being given for not hav-
ing our COO and tournament director on
stage for the final presentation make no
sense to us. We are waiting for a formal
clarification/apology,” the PCB official
said.  

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The Sports Ministry has revoked
the suspension imposed on the
Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI), ending the months of

uncertainty surrounding the sport and
paving the way for resumption of activi-
ties, including selection trials for the
upcoming Asian Championship in
Amman.

The ministry had suspended the WFI
on December 24, 2023 for lapses in gov-
ernance and procedural integrity by the
new body, which was elected on
December 21. It had asked IOA to form
an ad-hoc panel to run the affairs of the
Federation.

The Sanjay Singh-led body had
announced the conduct of Under-15 and
Under-20 National Championships in
Nandini Nagar, Gonda — the stronghold
of former WFI chief Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh — and the choice of venue irked the
government since the former BJP MP was
facing charges of sexual harassment.

The ministry, in its order issued on
Monday, said that the WFI has taken com-
pliant measures, so in larger interest of the
sport and athletes, the ministry has decid-
ed to lift the suspension.

There were complaints that the WFI
was still operating from the residence of
Brij Bhushan, prompting the ministry to
form a verification committee, which per-
formed a spot inspection and found that
the Federation had shifted its office to East
Vinod Nagar in New Delhi.

The ministry was satisfied with the cor-
rective measures taken and considering
that not having a competent body in place
will affect Indian wrestlers’ medal chances
at 2026 Asian Games and 2028 Olympic
Games, it ended the suspension. 

“I thank the government for taking this
step. It will allow us to function smooth-
ly. It was needed for the sake of the sport.
The athletes were suffering for lack of
competitions,” Sanjay Singh said.

The ministry, though, has asked the
WFI to follow certain directions, such as
the Federation has to ensure that there is
a balance of power among the elected
office bearers, and it keeps itself disasso-
ciated from the suspended/terminated
officials.

It may be noted that Prem Chand
Lochab, the new general secretary, was
elected from the rival camp and the min-
istry’s directive could be understood in
that context.

“The EC of the WFI must give an

undertaking in this regard within 4
weeks. Any violation of the undertaking
will invite appropriate legal action, includ-
ing the action under the Sports Code,” the
ministry said in its order.

It also said that the WFI must ensure
that the selection for all international
events should be done in a free, fair and
transparent manner as per the extant pro-
visions of the Sports Code and the other
latest instructions issued in this regard
along with regulations issued from time-
to-time by the UWW (United World
Wrestling).

The WFI president said there is noth-
ing that can’t be followed.

“We have already shifted to a new office
and soon we will call for an EC meeting
and also issue a circular for the selection
trials. We have no issues in following these
instructions,” he said.

The Asian Championship is scheduled
to be held in Amman, Jordan from March
25. The Indian wrestlers missed out on
competing in Ranking Series tourna-

ments in Zagreb and Albania due to the
ministry’s suspension and the court cases
filed by prominent wrestlers Vinesh
Phogat, Bajrang Punia and Satyawart
Kadian.

The Indian wrestlers could have missed
participation in the World Championship

also last year but after they protested out-
side the residence of Sports Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya, they were allowed
to participate. 

The wrestlers, who had led the protest
against Brij Bhushan, had contended that
the WFI did not have the authority to pick

national teams since it was suspended.
The court had directed the Indian

Olympic Association to restore the ad-hoc
panel for managing the WFI but the sports
body had refused, saying UWW, the
world governing body, recognises only the
WFI and won’t accept entries from the ad-
hoc panel.

The UWW, which lifted its suspension
on WFI on January 13, 2024, had threat-
ened IOA to suspend WFI again if there
was interference in its governance. 

“We are so relieved that this suspension
has been lifted. There was a compete lull,
the young wrestlers were suffering for no
fault of theirs. They were missing tourna-
ments, there was no national camp. The
suspension should have been lifted long
back,” said a coach associated with a lead-
ing training centre in Haryana.

Vinesh, Bajrang and Sakshi Malik had
accused Brij Bhushan of sexual abuse of
junior wrestlers and held a long protest at
Jantar Mantar. An FIR was lodged and the
former BJP MP is facing a trial in the case. 

Brij Bhushan has denied the charge.
Vinesh later joined the Congress and

won the Julana seat during the Haryana
state elections last year. Bajrang was
appointed chief of All India Kisan
Congress (AIKC). 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Wellington

New Zealand have rested a majori-
ty of their T20 regulars for the
home series against Pakistan with

the IPL around the corner.
The series, comprising five T20Is,

begins March 16 while the IPL begins
March 22.

Michael Bracewell, who was one of the
main performers for New Zealand in the
Champions Trophy (CT), will lead the side
in the absence of Mitchell Santner.

Besides Bracewell, six more players in
the T20 squad featured in the 50-over
Champions Trophy. New Zealand lost the
final to India on Sunday.

Devon Conway, Lockie Ferguson,
Glenn Phillips, Rachin Ravindra and
white-ball captain Santner were unavail-
able for selection due to IPL commit-
ments. Kyle Jamieson and Will O’Rourke
have been included only for the first three
games of the series, as the selectors seek
to manage the workload of the pace
bowlers returning from the Champions
Trophy.

Matt Henry, who finished as the lead-
ing wicket-taker in the tournament despite
missing the final through injury, has been
selected for games four and five, subject
to further assessment once the ODI
squad arrives home on Wednesday.

Bevon Jacobs, who was part of the
squad for the recent T20 series against Sri
Lanka, was unavailable due to IPL com-
mitments, while Kane Williamson wasn’t
considered for selection after making him-
self unavailable.

Selector Sam Wells said the Pakistan
series was important for several reasons.

“We’re certainly starting to narrow our
sights on the ICC T20 World Cup in India
next February and March,” he said.

“We made it clear in our planning and
communication with players that availabil-
ity for that tournament and the build-up
to it was required to be considered for this
series against Pakistan.

“Half of this squad is only returning
from the Champions Trophy on
Wednesday and so we’re going to need to
manage those players really carefully,” he
said.

Squad: Michael Bracewell (c), Finn
Allen, Mark Chapman, Jacob Duffy, Zak
Foulkes (games 4 & 5), Mitch Hay, Matt
Henry (games 4 & 5) Kyle Jamieson
(games 1, 2 & 3), Daryl Mitchell, Jimmy
Neesham, Will O’Rourke (games 1, 2 & 3),
Tim Robinson, Ben Sears, Tim Seifert, Ish
Sodhi. 

Victorious Indian cricketers
return home ahead of IPL

Focus on playing for country: Pant to budding cricketers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New DelhiNew Delhi

People who know Gautam Gambhir,
describe him as someone “boring-
ly consistent”, someone who has

not even changed his eating pattern in
the last 20 years

An experiment is out of question. 
He loves wearing his denims for casu-

al gatherings and it has not changed for
years. 

But when it comes to cricket, his brain
is always ticking and seeking solutions
to various strategic problems. 

It has been eight months since
Gambhir took charge of the national
team after Rahul Dravid ended his stint
with the T20 World Cup triumph in July. 

The man from Delhi’s Old Rajinder
Nagar has witnessed some heartbreak-
ing and baffling defeats as well as suc-
cess. He has seen both ends of the spec-
trum with high of Champions Trophy
(CT) and low of six Test losses. 

The CT win has come like a breath of
fresh air and ‘Guru Gambhir’ will get a
chance to analyse the big picture as
Indian cricket is expected to undergo a
sea-change in the next two crucial years.

It won’t be wrong to say that Gambhir
has completed his probation period

and will get into a phase where he would
have three distinct challenges, starting
with the Test tour of England.

That will be, as usual, right after the
T20 spectacle known as IPL with no time
for preparation. 

His second big challenge will be the
2026 T20 World Cup in India and Sri
Lanka where Suryakumar Yadav’s men
will be defending their title. 

And last but certainly not the least is
2027 ODI World Cup in South Africa,
which will be a helluva challenge. 

If one segregates Gambhir’s coaching
across formats, he has already built a fab-
ulous core for the T20 team with Surya
at the helm. 

Even as Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli and
Ravindra Jadeja walked into the sunset
in shortest format, their absence was
hardly felt as the new brand of cricket
that India has been playing in T20 is
earning them fans globally. 

He has unearthed a gem in Abhishek
Sharma.

When Varun Chakravarthy and Jasprit
Bumrah would bowl during a global
meet (World T20) those eight overs
would be a nightmare for batters. Sanju
Samson has found his mojo although
Rishabh Pant will be around and so

would be Yashasvi Jaiswal. 
There is a prolific powerplay wicket-

taker in Arshdeep Singh and at least
three seam all-rounders in Hardik
Pandya, Nitish Kumar Reddy and
Shivam Dube. 

Surya and Axar along with Hardik are
old guards in this team. It is a team which
has all its bases covered and is running
on auto-pilot with a tweak here and
there. 

But it is the other two formats where
Gambhir, the strategist, the disciplinar-
ian and the man-manager would have to
merge for results. 

Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli have
made it clear that they are not retiring
from ODIs anytime soon. Retirement is
an individual call and both have per-
formed in Champions Trophy. 

But during the 2027 World Cup
Gambhir won’t have the option of using
four specialist spinners and create magic
with totals in range of 240-250.

Scores will be on higher side and the
question is if Rohit with his short and
aggressive bursts can do enough along
with Kohli, who is now more of an
anchor now. 

Rohit has said that he won’t retire but
was also unsure of his participation in

the 2027 World Cup. Here, Gambhir will
have to step in. Gambhir’s, ‘team first’
philosophy won’t change. 

He loaths the superstar culture. He has
immense respect for performers which
is seniority neutral. 

Challenging two-year cycle to start for coach Gautam
Gambhir with England tour

Sports ministry revokes suspension imposed on WFI

New Zealand
rest T20 regulars
for series against
Pakistan

PCB files formal
complaint with ICC 

The reasons being given for
not having our COO and

tournament director on stage for
the final presentation make no
sense to us

— PAKISTAN CRICKET BOARD

I thank the government for
taking this step. It will allow

us to function smoothly. It was
needed for the sake of the sport

— SANJAY SINGH


