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AAP Ministers, MLAs Face Statewide
Siege Over Farmers’ Demands
PNS n CHANDIGARH

The farmers, under the ban-
ner of the Samyukt Kisan

Morcha (SKM), on Monday
laid siege to the residences of
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Ministers and MLAs across
Punjab. The mass protest came
after the AAP-led Punjab
Government’s crackdown on
farmers attempting to march to
Chandigarh on March 5.

The protest, which lasted
from 11 am to 3 pm, saw
farmers gathering in large
numbers outside the homes of
key AAP leaders, demanding
legal backing for Minimum
Support Price (MSP) and other
agrarian reforms. SKM leaders
have warned of an intensified
movement if their demands are
not met soon. 

In Jalandhar, farmers
blocked roads leading to the
residence of Cabinet Minister
Mohinder Bhagat, while in
Mohali, protesters surrounded
the house of MLA Kulwant
Singh. Security was signifi-
cantly increased across the
State to prevent escalation. 

In Malwa, major protests
were organized by the
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Ekta
Ugrahan), which led demon-
strations outside the residences
of several key ministers, includ-
ing AAP state president and
Cabinet Minister Aman Arora
in Sunam, Finance Minister
Harpal Cheema in Dirba, and
Cabinet Minister Barinder

Goyal in Lehragaga. 
Similarly, in Muktsar dis-

trict, protesters laid siege to the
residences of three AAP legis-
lators — Agriculture Minister
Gurmeet Singh Khuddian
(Lambi), MLA Jagdeep Singh
Kaka Brar (Muktsar), and MLA
Hardeep Singh Dimpy Dhillon
(Gidderbaha).

Farmers, under the lead-
ership of the Kirti Kisan Union,
staged a massive protest at the
residence of MLA Brar, block-
ing key roads and raising slo-
gans against the government. 

Addressing the gathering
in Sunam, SKM leader Joginder
Singh Ugrahan declared that no
amount of police force or state
repression could silence the
farmers' movement.

“The government thinks it
can crush our struggle with
arrests and barricades, but his-
tory has shown that the power
of the people is greater than the
power of any regime,” he said. 

Several prominent farmer
leaders, including Darbara
Singh Chhajla, Bindarpal Singh
(BKU Dakaunda), and Malkit
Singh Lakhmirwala, reiterated
that the protest would contin-
ue until the government hon-
ors its promises.

Women protesters, led by
Jasveer Kaur Ugrahan and
Manjeet Kaur Tolawal, played
a key role in mobilizing support
for the movement. 

Farmer leaders have
accused the Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann of backtrack-

ing on promises made in
November 2023. Despite ini-
tially agreeing to address farm-
ers' grievances, the state gov-
ernment has allegedly failed to
implement key assurances,
including legal guarantee for
MSP on crops like maize,
moong, basmati, channa, pota-
toes, and cauliflower; com-
plete loan waivers for farmers;
clean drinking water supply in
rural areas; farmers’ rights in
cooperative societies; special
schemes and financial aid for
dairy farmers, among others.

Protesters are also out-
raged at the Punjab Police’s
forceful crackdown on their
March 5 march to Chandigarh.
On March 4, the police
detained and placed hundreds
of farmers under house arrest
to prevent them from reaching
the capital. Many were report-
edly arrested in overnight raids
and stopped en route to
Chandigarh. 

Shambhu Border
Protest Crosses 390
Days, Dallewal’s Hunger
Strike in 105th Day

While the protests by the
SKM—a conglomeration of 30
farmer bodies — in Punjab
cities gained momentum, the
ongoing sit-in at the Shambhu
and Khanauri borders, by SKM
(non-political) and the Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha (KMM),
marked its 390th day.
Undeterred by deteriorating
health, SKM (non-political)
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal

continued his hunger strike for
the 105th consecutive day, fur-
ther pressuring the govern-
ment to act on the demands of
farmers. Dallewal emphasized
that with Parliament’s budget
session resuming, the govern-
ment must engage in a serious
discussion on MSP and imple-
ment a law ensuring fair prices
for crops.

He also called for debt
relief for farmers and con-
demned the wall built at the
Shambhu border, which he
said was harming Punjab’s
economy. 

Farmers to
Participate in Mar 19
Meeting with Centre

The protests under ‘Delhi
Chalo 2.0 campaign have wit-
nessed six rounds of discus-
sions between the farmers and
the Central Government over
the past year. Another meeting
is scheduled for March 19 in
Chandigarh, where farmer
leaders from both protest sites
— Shambhu and Khanauri —
will participate. However, SKM
— the pan-India farmers body
— has not yet confirmed
whether it will join the meet-
ing.

Meanwhile, on March 15,
a crucial SKM meeting will be
held at Kisan Bhawan in
Chandigarh to strategize the
future course of the protest.
The farmers’ leaders will decide
on the next steps, including the
possibility of renewed attempts
to march towards the capital.

Farmers Escalate Protest After Failed Chandigarh March

Majithia’s Rebellion Exposes
Cracks in Akali Leadership
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

The recent upheaval in the
Shiromani Akali Dal

(SAD)-led Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee’s (SGPC) decision-
making has done more than
just remove two Jathedars — it
has brought to the fore the
long-suspected power struggle
between Akali leaders Sukhbir
Singh Badal and his once-
trusted brother-in-law, Bikram
Singh Majithia.

For years, Majithia and
Sukhbir stood as an insepara-
ble political duo, but the recent
crisis suggested that the appre-
hensions of late Akali patriarch
and five-time Punjab Chief
Minister Parkash Singh Badal
might be coming true. Those
close to the Akali corridors
have long speculated that
Majithia, an ambitious leader
with an aggressive political
style, harboured greater aspi-
rations within the party.
Parkash Singh Badal, a master
strategist who spent decades
shaping Punjab’s political land-
scape, was reportedly wary of
Majithia’s growing influence
and feared that one day, he
might attempt to wrest control
of the SAD from Sukhbir. That
moment seems to be drawing
closer. 

Majithia’s open revolt
against the SGPC’s decision to
remove Jathedars of Akal Takht
and Kesgarh Sahib is more than
just an ideological disagree-
ment — it is a direct challenge
to Sukhbir’s leadership. The
SGPC, apparently the Akali
Dal’s power center, does not act
independently. Its actions are

widely interpreted as exten-
sions of the party’s internal
strategies. By removing the
Jathedars, Sukhbir may have
hoped to erase the stain of the
religious reprimand issued
against him and other senior
Akali leaders, including
Majithia. Instead, it has back-
fired, triggering a rebellion
from within.

Majithia, backed by five
senior Akali leaders, including
MLA Manpreet Singh Ayali,
issued a strong statement con-
demning the move, marking
the first time he has openly
opposed Sukhbir. His defiance
has thrown the SAD into tur-
moil. 

The response from
Sukhbir’s loyalists was swift.
Party working president
Balwinder Singh Bhundar
lashed out at Majithia, remind-
ing him of his meteoric rise
within the Akali ranks — an
ascent that was only possible
because of the Badals. But
Majithia, who once displayed
unwavering loyalty, appeared
unbothered by the criticism,
hinting that his ambitions
extend far beyond being just a
foot soldier in the party. 

Senior Badal’s Fears
Resurface

While Sukhbir and
Majithia’s political careers were
once deeply intertwined, the
first signs of a rift appeared
when Majithia was implicated
in a high-profile drug case
and jailed in early 2022.
Though the SAD leadership
rallied behind him, the rela-
tionship between the brothers-
in-law never fully recovered. 

Political observers recalled
a significant moment when

Parkash Singh Badal, during a
NRI Sammelan organized by
the then SAD-led State
Government in which Majithia
was the NRI Minister — in a
rare public remark —
expressed concerns about those
who had power handed to
them versus those who had to
struggle for it. Many saw this as
a veiled reference to Majithia,
signaling the veteran leader’s
discomfort with the growing
stature of his daughter-in-law
Harsimrat Badal’s brother.

Majithia’s actions in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections fur-
ther fueled speculation about a
power shift. While Sukhbir
traveled across Punjab cam-
paigning, Majithia restricted
himself to the Majha region,
where he holds significant
influence. Even at a recent
family wedding, of Sukhbir’s
daughter, the two brothers-in-
law maintained a visible dis-
tance, reinforcing rumours of
an internal power struggle. 

The SGPC’s controversial
decision has not only frac-
tured the Akali leadership but
also deepened the party’s exis-
tential crisis. In the 2024 elec-
tions, the SAD suffered its
worst-ever performance, with
its vote share dropping to a his-
toric low of 13.42%, even trail-
ing behind the BJP in Punjab. 

Instead of strengthening
the party’s position, the infight-
ing has emboldened break-
away factions and rival leaders.
Observers feared that rather
than rebuilding itself, the Akali
Dal may be heading towards an
internal split. 

For Sukhbir, the stakes
have never been higher. Once
seen as the undisputed leader

of Punjab’s oldest regional
party, he now finds himself
fighting for control — not just
of the party but of his own
political future. 

For Majithia, this could be
the moment he has long been
waiting for. If Parkash Singh
Badal’s fears prove prophetic,
Sukhbir may soon be left as just
another Akali leader, while
Majithia emerges as the party’s
dominant force.

SIT Summons
Majithia in Drugs Case
Following SC Orders

SAD leader Bikram Singh
Majithia has been summoned
by the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) for questioning in
the ongoing drugs case against
him. Acting on the Supreme
Court’s directive, Majithia has
been ordered to appear at the
SIT headquarters in Patiala at
11 am on March 17.

The summon came after a
directive from a Supreme
Court Bench led by Justice JK
Maheshwari, which empha-
sized the necessity of Majithia’s
presence to facilitate the inves-
tigation.

The court also stated that
if required, Majithia would
need to appear again on March
18. “The authorities may inter-
rogate him and complete the
investigation,” the Bench noted. 

The case against Majithia
stems from a December 2021
FIR filed under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act, during
the Charanjit Singh Channi-led
Congress Government. The
SIT has formally issued a notice
to him, marking another sig-
nificant step in the prolonged
legal battle.  

Punjab Governor and Administrator of UT Chandigarh, Gulab Chand Kataria, along with Haryana Governor,  Bandaru
Dattatreya, Punjab Chief Minister, Bhagwant Singh Mann and his Haryana counterpart Nayab Singh Saini welcomed
President Droupadi Murmu at Chandigarh Technical Airport as she began her three-day visit to Chandigarh and Punjab. 

Crime against women comes down
by over 19 pc in 2024: Haryana CM
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana has witnessed a
significant reduction in

incidents of crime against
women, with a sharp decline of
19.6% in 2024. A total of 9,488
cases were registered, as com-
pared to 11,814 cases in 2023,
marking a decrease in crimes
affecting women, Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
said in Haryana Assembly on
Monday.

Replying to a question
during the ongoing budget
session, he said there was a sub-
stantial decrease of 23.3% in
rape cases, in year 2024 as com-
pared to 2023.  In addition,
gang rape incidents saw a
19.8% decline.

The Chief Minister also
highlighted that the number of
murder cases in 2024 fell to
966, a reduction of 8.9% from
the 1,061 cases in 2023.
Similarly, cases under the
SC/ST Act saw a notable drop
of 30.7%, from 1,514 cases in
2023 to 1,049 in 2024. Saini
attributed this overall reduction
in crime rates to the enhanced
presence of police personnel,
coupled with vigilant moni-
toring and relentless efforts by
law enforcement agencies to
ensure public safety and secu-
rity.

The Haryana Government
continues to adopt a "zero tol-
erance for crime" policy and
has empowered law enforce-
ment agencies to effectively
control crime and maintain law
and order, the reply said.

Saini further said that
Special Task Force (STF) set up
to deal with organised crime
has not only reined in gangs

perpetrating crimes such as
kidnapping, contract killing,
extortion, loot and dacoity
between 2020 and 2024 but
also performed exceedingly
well by apprehending 1997
accused including 542 most
wanted criminals, 256 gang-
sters/gang members and 1199
other offenders involved in
the heinous crime.

The STF has consistently
launched massive crackdowns
on various gangs and criminals
involved in organized crime
across the state. In total, the
STF arrested 325 offenders in
2020, 227 in 2021, 388 in 2022,
421 in 2023, and 636 in 2024.

In addition to apprehend-
ing most-wanted criminals and
gangsters, STF sleuths have
also recovered significant
quantities of illegal weapons,
including 217 pistols, 7
revolvers, 272 country-made
pistols, 47 magazines, and over
2,000 cartridges from the pos-
session of the offenders.

No encroachment on
Waqf Board land

Saini said that there is no
encroachment on the Waqf

Board land at Peer Bodhi,
located on Rohtak-Gohana
Road. Farmers are cultivating
the land under lease agree-
ments. He made the statement
in the Vidhan Sabha while
responding to a question raised
by Congress MLA Bharat
Bhushan Batra. He explained
that the land, which was
uneven, has been leveled for
farming by the leaseholders
and farmers cultivate this land
each year under lease arrange-
ments. There is no encroach-
ment on the land.

No order issued by
High Court regarding
construction of
Dadupur Nalvi Canal

In response to a question
regarding the canal's con-
struction, Saini clarified that no
order has been issued by the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court regarding the construc-
tion of the Dadupur Nalvi
Canal. He said that this is a
highly sensitive issue, and the
opposition is continuously
politicizing it. He pointed out
that the Act concerning the
canal was passed during the

tenure of the opposition mem-
bers.

Haryana withdraws
Bill on travel agents to
bring new legislation

Meanwhile, the Haryana
Government on Monday with-
drew the Haryana Registration
and Regulation of the Travel
Agents Bill, 2024 after certain
observations by the Centre. It
intends to send a fresh bill after
incorporating provisions
enshrined in the newly enact-
ed criminal laws.

An official resolution was
placed before the Assembly to
withdraw the bill which was
passed by the state Assembly a
year ago to establish a frame-
work to ensure transparency,
accountability and integrity of
travel agents. It also aimed at
checking and curbing the "ille-
gal and fraudulent activities" of
the travel agents to safeguard
the interest of the residents of
Haryana, according to the offi-
cial resolution placed before
the state Assembly by
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Mahipal Dhanda.

According to the resolu-
tion, the 2024 Bill was pre-
sented to the Haryana gover-
nor for giving his assent. The
governor reserved the bill for
the consideration of the
President of India.

Earlier in February 2024,
when the bill was passed by the
Haryana Assembly, the then
home minister Anil Vij had
said it also aimed at curbing the
illegal activities of unscrupu-
lous and unregistered travel
agents as several youth fell
prey to such people who
promised them easy and quick
immigration to foreign nations. 

Punjab Police Nabs FBI-Wanted Drug
Lord Shawn Bhinder from Ludhiana
PNS n CHANDIGARH/TARN
TARAN

In a significant breakthrough
in the ongoing anti-drug

campaign ‘Yudh Nashian
Virudh,’ the Punjab Police has
arrested Shehnaz Singh alias
Shawn Bhinder, an Indian-ori-
gin international drug lord
wanted by the United State’s
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), from Ludhiana.

The arrest marked a major
success for the Punjab

Government’s intensified
efforts to dismantle drug car-
tels operating in and beyond
India. 

The state Director General
of Police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav,
confirming the arrest, said that
Bhinder was one of the “most
wanted fugitives” in an inter-
national narcotics syndicate
responsible for smuggling large
consignments of cocaine from
Colombia into the USA and
Canada.

A native of Mandiala vil-
lage in Batala, Bhinder had
been residing in Brampton,
Canada, where he allegedly
operated a vast network of
drug traffickers under the guise
of a transportation business.
His network had deep links in

Colombia, Mexico, the USA,
and Canada, making him a key
facilitator in transnational drug
smuggling.

The fugitive came under
the radar of the FBI after a mas-
sive drug bust on February 26,
2025, in which the US author-
ities arrested six of Bhinder’s
associates and recovered 391 kg
of methamphetamine, 109 kg
of cocaine, four sophisticated
firearms, and multiple vehicles
used in drug transportation.

Those arrested in the US
included Amritpal Singh alias
Amrit alias Bal, Amritpal Singh
alias Cheema, Taqdeer Singh
alias Romi, Sarabjit Singh alias
Saabi, Fernando Valladares
alias Franco, and Gurlal Singh.

Following the FBI's crack-
down, Bhinder managed to
evade arrest and fled to India,
slipping past international
security agencies. 

After fleeing to India,
Bhinder remained under-
ground and moved across mul-
tiple locations to evade detec-
tion. However, following inten-
sive intelligence operations,
Punjab Police tracked him
down in Ludhiana and execut-
ed his arrest successfully. 

DGP Yadav said that
Bhinder had been under sur-

veillance for weeks before
Punjab Police finally cornered
him.

“Despite his attempts to
conceal his identity and oper-
ate discreetly, our teams man-
aged to trace and apprehend
him,” said DGP Yadav. 

Authorities have also
linked Bhinder to an illegal
arms racket.

He was allegedly involved
in an Arms Act case in
December 2024, where five
members of the Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria and Amritpal
Batth gang were arrested. A
large cache of weapons and
ammunition was seized in that
operation. 

DIG Swapan Sharma,
addressing the media, revealed
that Bhinder had been operat-
ing a transportation company
in Canada since 2014.
Investigations suggested that he
used trucks and trailers to
smuggle cocaine from
Colombia into the USA and
Canada via Mexico.

“We have evidence indi-
cating that Bhinder’s network
was transporting approximately
600 kg of cocaine every week,
which generated hundreds of
millions of dollars in illegal
profits,” said DIG Sharma. 

New Excise Policy
for Chandigarh
approved; E-auc-
tion from March 13
Chandigarh: The Chandigarh
Administration on Monday
approved the new Excise Policy
for the year 2025-26 which
aims at balancing the aspira-
tions of the consumers, manu-
facturers, wholesalers, retailers
and the Government. A gov-
ernment spokesperson said
that the allotment of Retail
Vends of Liquor will be made
through an e-tendering system
for transparency and E-auction
will start from March 13
onwards. Quota of IMFL has
been kept the same and, quota
of Country Liquor & Imported
Foreign Liquor (BIO) has been
marginally increased due to
increased demand.
Participation fees for vend auc-
tion have been the same i.e Rs
200,000 and  97 licensing units
will be auctioned by the Excise
Department and each licensing
unit shall consist of one retail
sale vend only.To facilitate the
stakeholders and to minimize
the time in approval of label/
brand registration, auto-
approval of labels already
approved last year, has been
kept online. Penalty for non-
maintenance of Minimum
Rates by retail vends has been
kept stringent.

Punjab Introduces
High-Yield Maize
Hybrid PMH 17 to
Boost Farmers’
Income, Conserve
Water
Chandigarh: In a major step
towards crop diversification
and water conservation, Punjab
has introduced a high-yield
maize hybrid PMH 17 as an
alternative to the water-inten-
sive paddy crop. This dual-pur-
pose hybrid is suitable for both
grain and silage production,
offering farmers a profitable
and sustainable option.
Announcing this, Punjab
Agriculture  Minister Gurmeet
Singh Khudian on Monday
said that PMH 17 can be sown
between late May and June-
end, maturing in just 96 days.
Its short crop cycle allows for
multiple harvests, maximiz-
ing farmers’ earnings.
Highlighting its advantages,
the state Agriculture Director
Jaswant Singh, who also heads
Punjab’s State Varietal Approval
Committee, said that PMH 17
is high in starch, making it
ideal for ethanol production.
With an average yield of 25
quintals per acre, it offers mod-
erate resistance to pests like fall
armyworms and Maydis leaf
blight.

Amid jathedars' removal row, Giani Kuldeep Singh
takes charge of Akal Takht, Takht Kesgarh Sahib
Chandigarh:  Amid the row over the
removal of two jathedars by the SGPC,
Giani Kuldeep Singh Gargaj on Monday
assumed charge as the jathedar of Takht
Sri Kesgarh Sahib at Anandpur Sahib and
the acting jathedar of the Akal Takht in
Amritsar. Sikh scholar Gargaj, 40, called
upon the entire Sikh community to unite
in light of the current 'Panthic' situation,
saying the December 2 edicts of the Akal
Takht issued in accordance with 'Gurmat'
(teachings of Sikh Guru) remain unalter-
able. The Akal Takht and Takht Kesgarh
Sahib are two of the five seats of tempo-
ral authority of Sikhism.Earlier, various
Nihang groups opposed the appointment

of the new jathedar (head priest), saying
the 'Khalsa Panth' would never accept him.

The installation ceremony was held in
the early hours of Monday instead of the
scheduled time of 10 am, apparently in the
wake of threats by various Nihang bodies
to scuttle the event.The Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) on March 7 appointed Gargaj as
the jathedar of Takht Kesgarh Sahib in
Punjab's Rupnagar district. He would also
serve as the acting jathedar of the Akal
Takht, the highest temporal seat of Sikhs.

The appointment was made after the
SGPC removed Giani Raghbir Singh from
the post of Akal Takht jathedar and Giani

Sultan Singh as the jathedar of Takht
Kesgarh Sahib. The decision of the SGPC
executive committee to remove the duo
drew condemnation from various Sikh,
Akali and other political leaders, includ-
ing senior Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
leader Bikram Singh Majithia and a few
of his party colleagues.Meanwhile, SAD
leader Daljit Singh Cheema congratulat-
ed Gargaj on the appointment. Before
assuming charge, Gargaj paid obeisance at
Takht Kesgarh Sahib. The head 'granthi'
of the takht, Giani Joginder Singh, offered
'ardas' (prayer), following which the 'Panj
Piaras' presented a ceremonial turban to
Gargaj. 



DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n New Delhi

Parliament resumed its second leg of
Budget Session with a massive con-
frontation between the Centre and the
Opposition over the implementation of

National Education Policy (NEP) in Tamil
Nadu (TN), instigating a fresh round of lan-
guage row.

Face-off was also witnessed in the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha over alleged discrepancies
in voter lists leading to several adjournments.
At one point, Speaker Om Birla cautioned 
the Opposition to either to fall in line or face
strict action.

DMK MP Kanimozhi filed a notice for
breach of Parliamentary privilege against
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan in
response to his remarks on the NEP issue and
TN Chief Minister MK Stalin. The TN govern-
ment and the Centre have been at loggerheads
over the implementation of the new NEP and
the three-language formula.

Pradhan criticised the TN government for
refusing to implement the NEP and Stalin doing
a "U-turn" on the issue for "politics," which 
drew protests from the DMK and other
Opposition members disrupting proceedings
in the upper house.

"They are dishonest and they are ruining the
future of the students of Tamil Nadu ... They
are misleading the people," Pradhan said
while replying to a query on the Centre not
releasing funds for the PM Schools for Rising

India (PM SHRI) scheme.
Hitting back, the DMK said it had clearly

told the minister "we cannot accept" the NEP 
"in full" and the three-language formula "is 
not acceptable to Tamil Nadu". It said the
Centre cannot stop the release of budgetry allo-
cation for education on the issue of implement-
ing the NEP.

Stalin too hit out at Pradhan, alleging he
spoke with "arrogance" and asked him to "con-
trol his tongue". The TN CM asserted that the
state government did not come forward to
implement the Centre's PM SHRI scheme and
when that is the case, he said nobody could
persuade him further in this regard.

DMK MPs also raised slogans of "stop the
victimisation of south Indian states". Congress'
Karti Chidambaram said there was societal and
political unanimity in Tamil Nadu about
non-acceptance of the three-language policy.

Remarks by DMK member Dayanidhi
Maran drew a sharp rebuke from Speaker Om
Birla, who warned him of strong action. "Be
careful while speaking, whatever you said was
not on record. Had it been on record, I would
have ensured proper action against you. I will
do it. You say the same thing on record and I

will take action against you immediately," the
Birla said.

The Speaker asked Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju to bring a resolution for
action against Maran and if the government
fails then Speaker will have to act. "I will not
tolerate any harm to the dignity of the House,"
the Speaker said.

In his reply, Pradhan said the DMK-led
Tamil Nadu government has changed its
stand on implementing the centrally-sponsored
scheme PM SHRI which envisaged strength-
ening the schools managed by central, state or
local bodies.

The state concerned has to sign an MoU with
the central government that it would implement
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
and in return, the central government provides
the funds.

"The Tamil Nadu government had initially
agreed to sign the MoU. But now they 
have changed the stand. Many non-BJP-ruled
states, including Karnataka and Himachal
Pradesh, have signed the agreement," the
Minister said.

DMK member Kanimozhi told the House
that she was "very pained and hurt" by a
particular word used by the minister. "The
truth is that the chief minister of Tamil
Nadu had written to the minister as well as
the prime minister saying that we have
issues with NEP and cannot accept it in
total. He had also requested to release the
funds," she said.
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They are dishonest and they are
ruining the future of the students

of Tamil Nadu ... They are misleading
the people.

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN, UNION EDUCATION MINISTER

Language war intensifies Fashion show in picturesque
Gulmarg angers Kashmir Assembly

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

Aman was shot dead in Ghazipur
flower market in the early hours
of Monday allegedly due to a

rivalry between two sparring groups of
the area. Following the murder, the
friends and family of the deceased,
Rohit, 32, allegedly sat in protest on the
Delhi-Meerut Expressway, causing traf-
fic disruption up to several kilometers
during the morning peak hours. Local
residents blocked traffic, demanding
swift action against the culprits respon-
sible for the murder of a 32-year-old
man.  The traffic jam during the morn-
ing peak hour led to longer office hours.
Several students who were supposed to
appear in the Board examination were
also stuck in the traffic.

Massive jam from Akshardham to
Ghaziabad, forced Delhi Traffic Police
has issued a travel advisory stating that
traffic movement is affected on both car-
riageways of NH-24 due to the protest.
"Commuters heading towards
Indirapuram and Ghaziabad are advised
to avoid NH-24 and use Noida Link
Road as an alternate route. The incident
has heightened tensions in the area, with
allegations of organised crime and ille-
gal activities surfacing. 

According to police, the victim, iden-
tified as Rohit Chawda, was shot dead
near Phool Mandi on National Highway-
24 late Sunday night. According to
Delhi Police, they received a medico-legal
case (MLC) report from Lal Bahadur
Shastri Hospital, where Chawda was
declared dead on arrival after suffering
a gunshot wound. He was a resident of
Ghazipur village and lived with his
maternal uncle. The incident took place

around 2 am in the Ghazipur area
Police said they have registered a case

under sections of the Arms Act and for
murder and two suspects have been
detained.  Multiple teams are investigat-
ing the case.  "We received information
that a man was injured. When police
reached the hospital, we found that he had
been shot. Two people have been
detained, and further investigation is
underway," said Vineet Kumar, Additional
DCP-I, East District.The murder trig-
gered strong protests in the area.  Locals
blocked the main road and raised slogans
demanding immediate action. 

One of the protesters, Virender Singh
said, "We have a Hindu brother here in
Ghazipur village. He was shot at night by
jihadists. He was from the Gujar com-
munity. It happened around 2am. The
problem was that these people were
dominating the area, collecting money,
and running illegal businesses. This
brother spoke out against them and said
this kind of domination won't be allowed.

Because of that, he was shot twice and
died on the spot. His name was Rohit.
He was from Ghazipur, and his father is
not around. He lived with his maternal
uncle. He had three brothers, and he was
the oldest."

Another protester, Chaudhary Karam
Singh Rawat, said, "This is about the
Delhi Police and the administration. If
they wanted, they could have arrested the
person who killed our child by now. We
are suffering because of this. Muslims
from Rohingya have settled here with
money. If they wanted, the police could
have arrested them by now. If we don't
get justice, there will be violence and
bloodshed. The road will be blocked until
we get justice."

Lambasting the BJP government, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) said that the
law and order situation in Delhi has com-
pletely collapsed under BJP's "double-
engine" government, with criminals
operating fearlessly and broad daylight
murders becoming routine. 

Gun violence chokes national highway

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Keeping with the pace of `Viksit
Bharat', India is on the tracks to
overtake United States to become

the world's second largest operating
metro system of the world.

Currently, according to the Union
minister Hardeep Singh Puri, India has the
third largest metro network system in the
world with 1,011 km in length. Centre has
sought the support of State governments
to come forward to develop the new age
local transportation system and to become
the world's largest metro network.

"We started metro projects in 2002 at
the time of Atal Bihari Vajpayee govern-
ment. Today, we have 1,011 km of metro
projects operating in 23 cities. In addition
to that, we have another 979 km under
construction. Metro is either in operation
or under construction in 29 cities in the
country," Puri said in Parliament.

He said that between 2002 and till date,
India has the third largest operating
metro system in the world after China and
the US, and we are at 1,011 km, and
America at about 1,400 km.

"In becoming the second largest net-
work of urban transport...We need the
cooperation of state governments. We have
all state governments cooperating with us,
some more effectively than others. I find
that when proposals are sent to us in a
comprehensive way, then the chances of
the proposal getting approved is higher,"
Puri said.

He also said land and urban transport
are State subjects, but the Central govern-
ment supports states in establishing metro
networks in terms of financial support and
funding from external agencies.

Replying to supplementaries in the
Rajya Sabha during Question Hour, the
minister said he cannot give an assurance
to a Member of Parliament on a capital-

intensive project, as the projects require
detailed examination in terms of finances
and feasibility.

He also urged states to send detailed
project reports, along with relevant doc-
umentation, to enable the Centre to
examine them expeditiously.

He was responding to a question on the
metro rail project in Chennai, cleared by
the Union Cabinet last October. Puri was
also asked about clearing pending projects
for the Madurai and Coimbatore metro
projects, to which the minister said he can-
not give an assurance without a proper
examination of the projects.

To a question on the minister giving an
assurance on Madurai and Coimbatore
projects, the minister said, "It is not my
job as a cabinet minister to give assurances
on the floor of Parliament without the pro-
posal having examined and the implica-
tions having examined".

He stressed that all capital-intensive
projects will go through detailed scruti-
ny, and only then, they will be approved.
Each project is evaluated in terms of its
viability.

He said that for any metro project to
progress, it is important that the cen-
tral government receives a detailed
project.  The DPR from Madurai and
Coimbatore had a composite mobility
plan missing at that time, he stressed,
adding that all state government should
forward their plans with proper docu-
mentation.

"In Delhi, we have about 400 km in
NCR region and at any given day, we have

more than 70 lakh people using the
metro system," he said while giving an
example of a successful transport system.

He also informed the central govern-
ment approved 28.5 Km for the metro sys-
tem in Gurugram and the NCRTC corri-
dor, connecting Gurugram, was kept on
hold by the AAP government for three
years.

"Now with the change in the govern-
ment in Delhi, I am sure we will be able
to get this done as well. We could not have
moved from zero in 2002 to 1,011 km
unless the state governments cooperated,"
he noted.

Speaking about the Chennai metro pro-
ject, the minister, who held the charge of
Housing and Urban Development earli-
er, on behalf of his colleague Manohar Lal
Khattar said the Chennai metro has a long
history, and the proposal was originally
sent to us in 2017 for 107 km of metro at
a cost of Rs 85,000 crore.

Metro network in India accelerates to be third largest in world

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

Two Air India international flights had
to turn back mid air after a security
threat and clogged toilets respective-

ly. An Air India flight en route to New York
returned to Mumbai after a note threaten-
ing a bomb blast was found inside the toi-
let. The note was reportedly found by a pas-
senger. It read: "There is a bomb in the
flight." Over 322 people including 19 crew
members were on board when the flight
took off and landed safely at the Mumbai
Airport. The aircraft underwent mandato-
ry checks by the security agencies. In a sep-
arate incident another Air India flight en
route from Chicago to Delhi had to return
to Chicago after flying for more than 10
hours on Thursday following a technical
glitch that left 11 of its 12 toilets unusable.

An Air India (Boeing 777-300 ER air-
craft) flight travelling to New York returned
to Mumbai four hours after take-off after
the crew received a threat.  According to
flight tracking website Flightradar24, the
Air India flight, which was headed to New
York's John F Kennedy International
Airport, was diverted to Mumbai over
Azerbaijan. Following its landing, bomb-
detection procedures were carried out.  

According to sources, the threat is
believed to be a hoax. The flight took off
from Mumbai around 2 am  in the morn-
ing and returned to Mumbai around 10.30
am. Flight number AI-119, from Mumbai
airport to John F Kennedy airport in New
York, takes about 15 hours to complete the
journey.

The flight, Air India has said, will now
take off at 5 am Tuesday.  Air India said in
a statement that the decision to return to
Mumbai was taken after a potential secu-

rity threat. It said the passengers have been
provided accommodation, meals and other
support.

"A potential security threat was detect-
ed mid-flight on AI119 operating Mumbai-
New York (JFK) today, 10 March 2025.
After following the necessary protocols, the
flight air-returned to Mumbai, in the
interest of the safety and security of all on
board. The flight landed safely back in
Mumbai at 1025 Hrs (local time)," the air-
line said. 

According to the airline, the flight land-
ed safely back in Mumbai at 1025 am (local
time).  "The aircraft is undergoing manda-
tory checks by security agencies, and Air
India is extending its full cooperation to the
authorities," it said.  The flight has been
rescheduled to operate at 5 am on March
11.  All passengers have been offered hotel
accommodation, meals, and other assis-
tance until then, the airline said. "Our col-
leagues on the ground are making sure to
minimise the inconvenience caused to our
passengers by this disruption. As always,
Air India accords the highest priority to the
safety of passengers and crew," it said.

In another incident, an Air India flight
en route from Chicago to Delhi had to
return to Chicago after flying for more than
10 hours on Thursday  following a techni-
cal glitch that left 11 of its 12 toilets unus-
able. 

According to flight radar 24.com, the
Boeing 777-337 ER aircraft returned to
Chicago's ORD airport after being airborne
for over 10 hours.The Boeing 777-300 ER
aircraft, which accommodates more than
340 passengers across first, business and
economy classes, is equipped with 10 toi-
lets, including two designated for first-class
travellers.

Beleagured Air India grounded
by two hoax bomb threats

MOHIT KANDHARI n Jammu

Afashion show organised dur-
ing the holy month of
Ramzan by two Delhi-based

designers in the famous ski resort of
Gulmarg has created a piquant situ-
ation for Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah as it was
seen by the religious clerics and com-
mon Kashmiris as 'an act of spread-
ing obscenity' and hurting their
'religious sentiments'.

Though the event was organised
in Gulmarg on March 7 but Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah came in the
line of fire on Monday after several
members belonging to the
Opposition benches cornered him on
the floor of the Assembly demand-
ing action against the organisers and
those who facilitated the event in the
valley.

Leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly Sunil Sharma openly chal-
lenged the Chief Ministers' claim that
he was unaware of the event. 

Sharma alleged his (Omar
Abdullah) family members own the
hotel where the event took place.

Omar, however, clarified that it
was a private function without any
government involvement.

Former chief minister Mehbooba
Mufti also criticised the event, call-
ing it "deplorable" and an attack on
Kashmiri values. She said, "It is
deplorable that private hoteliers are
allowed to promote such vulgarity
through these events, which blatant-
ly contradict our cultural values. The
government cannot absolve itself of
responsibility by labelling this a pri-
vate affair."

Talking to reporters outside the
legislative Assembly Sunil Sharma
Monday said, "Omar Abdullah lies
both inside the Assembly and out-
side. How is it possible that such a big
function was happening in a hotel

owned by your relatives and you had
no idea? You must have organised
this programme yourself. Now, since
people have raised this issue, you are
claiming an inquiry will be conduct-
ed. He should accept the truth
instead of lying," Sharma said.

He added that the excise depart-
ment had issued a short-term licence
for the event, suggesting that author-
ities had prior knowledge.

On Sunday Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
also criticised the event and issued
a warning saying that "obscenity" in
the name of tourism promotion will
not be tolerated. 

As the visuals of the fashion show
started trending on various social
media platforms it prompted Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah to order an
inquiry into the matter.

Abdullah responded to Umar
Farooq's post, saying the shock and

anger are totally understandable.
"The images I have seen show a

complete disregard for local sensitiv-
ities and that too during this holy
month. My office has been in touch
with the local authorities and I have
asked for a report to be submitted
within the next 24 hours. Further
action, as appropriate, will follow
from this report," the chief minister
wrote on X.

Following criticism of the event,
desingers Shivan and Narresh post-
ed a statement of apology on their
official X page.

"We deeply regret any hurt caused
by our recent presentation in
Gulmarg during the holy month of
Ramadan. Our sole intention was to
celebrate creativity and the ski &
apres-ski lifestyle, without any desire
to offend anyone or any religious sen-
timents.

"Respect for all cultures and tra-
ditions is at our heart, and we
acknowledge the concerns raised. We
sincerely apologise for any unintend-
ed discomfort and appreciate the
feedback from our community. We
remain committed to being more
mindful and respectful," they said in
the statement.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE/AGENCIES
n New Delhi/Port Vila

Fugitive businessman and former
Indian Premier League(IPL)founder
Lalit Modi's citizenship of Vanuatu

was cancelled by island nation's Prime
Minister Jotham Napat on Monday. He
said the fugitive was attempting to avoid
his extradition.

On March 7, Modi filed an application
with the Indian high commission in
London to surrender his Indian passport.
He is known to have acquired citizenship
of Vanuatu, a South Pacific Island nation.
He left India in 2010 and is said to have
been living in London.

An official media release by the Republic
of Vanuatu stated, "I have instructed the
Citizenship Commission to cancel the
Vanuatu passport issued to Lalit Modi fol-
lowing recent revelations in internation-
al media."

"While all standard background checks,
including Interpol screenings, conducted
during his application showed no crimi-
nal convictions, I have been made aware
in the past 24 hours that Interpol twice
rejected Indian authorities' requests to
issue an alert notice on Lalit Modi due to
lack of substantive judicial evidence," the
statement said. Napat said any such
"alert" would have triggered an automat-
ic rejection of Lalit Modi's citizenship
application.

The release also stated that the "Prime
Minister emphasised that holding a
Vanuatu passport is a privilege, not a right,
and applicants must seek citizenship for
legitimate reasons."

"None of those legitimate reasons
include attempting to avoid extradition,
which the recent facts brought to light
clearly indicate was Modi's intention," the
statement said.

India sent a request to the government
of Vanuatu to cancel Modi's passport along
with certain details of his case, it was learnt.

The Vanuatu prime minister suggested
that the application for citizenship of the
island nation by Lalit Modi should not
have been accepted by the authorities in
his country.

Vanuatu dumps
Lalit Modi

How is it possible that
such a big function was

happening in a hotel owned by
your relatives and you had no
idea?He should accept the
truth instead of lying

— SUNIL SHARMA, LOP JAMMU ASSEMBLY

In Delhi, we have about 400
km in NCR region and at any

given day, we have more than 70
lakh people using the metro
system.

— HARDEEP SINGH PURI, UNION MINISTER
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It is notified for the 

information that I Col Varun 

Singh Malhan S/o Sukhbir 

Singh residing at House no 45, 

Khetarpal Enclave, Old 

Amritsar Cantt, Amritsar 

Punjab 143001 lost the original 

migration certificate issued 

after Degree of B. Sc Hons. 

Computer science, from 

Jawaharlal Nehru University 

New Delhi, Centre NDA 

Khadakwasala, Pune, for 

Academy No 27208 with 

Enrollment Number 

NDA/104/151 in the year May 

2003. 

I, Jaswinder Kaur Batra 

W/o Gurinder Pal Singh R/o 

House no 3543, Sector 35-D, 

Chandigarh inform That my 

Son Jaspinder Singh and His 

wife Madhu Dhamir and their 

Son Sardar Gurbaj Singh are 

out of my Control. I Disown 

them from my all Moveable 

and immoveable Properties. 

Anybody deal with them will do 

at their own Risk. 

We  Brij Mohan Pathak 

S/o Sham Lal Pathak and 

Sudesh Kumari W/o Brij 

Mohan Pathak R/o House no 

1780 Nirwana Co-op House 

Building Society, Sector 49 

Chandigarh inform that our son 

Ankur Pathak and his wife 

Sukhman Kaur are out of our 

control. We Disown them from 

our all moveable and 

immovable Properties. 

Anybody deal with them will do 

at their own risk. 

I Karambiri W/o  Prem Lal 

R/o House no 122, Sector 29-

A, Chandigarh inform that my 

Son Arun is out of my control. I 

Disown him from my all 

moveable and immoveable 

Properties. Anybody deal with 

him will do at their oven Risk. 

I, Hira Singh UID 4515 

5743 4394 S/o Bishan Singh 

R/o Near Gurdwara Singh 

Sabha, Sector 78 Sohana, 

SAS Nagar Mohali (Pb), 

declare that my daughter in 

law Paramjeet Kaur W/o Late 

Dalbir Singh, Aged 45 years, 

her family members and my 

grandson Sher Singh S/o Late 

Lakhvir Singh and his family 

members are out of my control. 

Anybody deals with them shall 

do at their own risk, I and my 

other family members are not 

responsible for their acts in 

future.  

We, Satpal, son of Tulsi 

and Smt. Dayawanti, wife of 

Shri Satpal, residing at house 

no. 41, village Batour, tehsil 

Barwala, district Panchkula, 

declare that our son Deepak 

Kumar is out of our control, so 

we disown him from our 

movable and immovable 

property, anybody dealing with 

him will be own responsible. 

 I Sita Ram S/o Narjan 

Ram R/o Vill. and P.O. 

Jalbehda Sub Tehsil 

Ismailabad Distt. Kurukshetra 

declare that my son Amandeep 

Saini and his wife Anu are out 

of my control. I evict them from 

my movable and immovable 

property. The person who 

transacts with them will be 

responsible himself, me or my 

family will not be responsible. 

I, Subhash Chandra S/o 

Shri Om Prakash, resident of 

Mirchpur, Tehsil Narnound, 

District Hisar, declare that my 

son Lalit and daughter-in-law 

Jyoti, both are out of my 

control, so i disown them from 

all my movable- immovable 

property. Anyone dealing with 

them will be own responsible. 

I, P Kunhiothenan legally 

father of No.14672299F Rank 

HAV Name Aneesh A Unit 2 

EW Bn C/o 56 APO Bathinda 

cantt. (Punjab) permanent 

resident of Panneri House, 

Poyyur, Mayyil, Distt. Kannur, 

State- Kerala-670602 declare 

That I have changed my name 

from P Kunhiothenan to 

Kunhiothenan P and DOB from 

01.07.1951 to 15.08.1951 vide 

affidavit dated 10.03.2025 

I, Kypa Ranganath Reddy 

legally father of No.16130769K 

Rank Spr Name Kypa 

Rajinikanth Reddy Unit 440(I) 

Engr Sqn C/o 56 APO Bathinda 

cantt. (Punjab) permanent 

resident of 1-29-B, 

Vengalareddypalli, VTC : 

Ambavaram, Distt. Prakasam, 

State- Andhra Pradesh-523357 

declare That I have changed 

my name from Kypa 

Ranganath Reddy to Kaipa 

Ranganath Reddy and DOB 

from 01.07.1962 to 01.01.1951 

vide affidavit dated 28.02.2025 

I, Mula Prabavathi legally 

mother of No.16117387F Rank 

NK Name Mula 

Ramanjaneyulu Unit 440(I) 

Engr Sqn C/o 56 APO Bathinda 

cantt. (Punjab) permanent 

resident of D.No.39-19-48/1, 

Madhavandara Vskp, State- 

Andhra Pradesh-530007 

declare That I have changed 

my name from Mula Prabavathi 

to Mula Adilaxmi and DOB from 

01.07.1967 to 01.07.1965 vide 

affidavit dated 10.03.2025 

I, A Santha legally mother of 

No.14672299F Rank HAV Name 

Aneesh A Unit 2 EW Bn C/o 56 

APO Bathinda cantt. (Punjab) 

permanent resident of Panneri 

House, Poyyur, Mayyil, Distt. 

Kannur, State- Kerala-670602 

declare That I have changed my 

name from A Santha to Santha A 

and DOB from 01.07.1961 to 

31.03.1961 vide affidavit dated 

10.03.2025 

I Arun Kumar S/o Lalit 

Kishore R/o H.no. 42/1, M.no. 

28 Jalandhar cantt Punjab, 

declare that Shaurya Raj is my 

ninor son who is studying in 

class 4, KV 1 school but in his 

school record his name is 

mentioned as Shaurya which 

is incorrect his correct name is 

Shaurya Raj 

I, Army No. 16121013H 

Rank NK Name Rajesh B of 

Unit 03 Engr Regt. C/o 56 

APO, PIN-914003 Yol Cantt 

have changed my Mother 

name from Valsala to Valsala C 

& Date of birth 02.11.1965 to 

09.04.1972. 

I, Asha Balasaheb 

Rudrak w/o Balasaheb 

Rudrak, resident of Sutar Gali, 

Ambhora, Beed, 

(Maharashtra), 414202 declare 

that on my son's Army No. 

15725268F Rank L/NK Name 

Rudrakhe Ganesh B, service 

record my name is mentioned 

as Rudrakhe Ashabai and date 

of birth is mentioned as 07-

Sep-1972, which is wrong. My 

true name is Asha Balasaheb 

Rudrak and true date of birth is 

01.01.1970. 

I, Balasaheb Nivrutti 

Rudrake, Gavthan, Ambhora, 

Kada, Beed, Ashti 

(Maharashtra), 414202 declare 

that on my son's Army No. 

15725268F Rank L/NK Name 

Rudrakhe Ganesh B, service 

record my name is mentioned 

as Balu and date of birth is 

mentioned as 17-May-1969, 

which is wrong. My true name 

is Balasaheb Nivrutti Rudrake 

and true date of birth is 

01.01.1959. 

I, Mozibulah Ansari S/o 

Moharam Miya R/o H. No. 201-

B, Bharat Nagar, Nabha Road, 

Patiala, Punjab-147001 

declares that my correct name 

is Mozibulah Ansari and my 

correct date of birth is 

29.09.1974 as per my official 

documents, Birth Certificate, 

Aadhaar Card/PAN Card/Voter 

ID,  Educational Certificates. 

That due to an inadvertent 

clerical error, my name has 

been incorrectly recorded as 

Majbullah and my date of birth 

has been incorrectly recorded 

as 24.09.1974 in my passport 

bearing number M7116339 

It is for general information 

that I Sidharth S/o Late Ravi 

Kumar R/o Satta Bazar, 

Gidderbaha District Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, Punjab-152101 

declares that the name of my 

late father has been wrongly 

written as Ravi in my 10th 

Class certificate Sr. No. 

0813977 Roll No. 13210054. 

The actual name of my father 

is Ravi Kumar, which may be 

amended accordingly. 

I, Megh Raj Goyal S/o Sh. 

Kapoor Chand R/o House No. 

243-P, Sector 21, Panchkula, 

Haryana, have changed my 

name to Megh Raj Goyal S/o 

Sh. Kapoor Chand Goyal. 

I, Sweety Rani Goyal W/o 

Megh Raj Goyal R/o House 

No. 243-P, Sector 21, 

Panchkula, Haryana, have 

changed my name to Sweety 

Goyal W/o Megh Raj Goyal. 

I, Ravi Kumar S/o 

Sarwan kumar R/o Village- 

Rattewali, tehsil and district 

Panchkula (Haryana). In my 

LIC Insurance Policy 

No.172825833 my name is 

Jaswinder Singh. Declare that 

both Ravi Kumar and 

Jaswinder Singh one and 

same person. 

I, Usha Nagi D/o Amrik 

Singh R/o 36, Nanda Colony, 

Farakpur, Jagadhri Workshop, 

Yamuna Nagar declare that 

Usha Nagi and Usha Rani 

both are my name, one and 

the same lady. 

I Sanjna Rani W/o Anil 

Kumar, R/o House no-66, 

VPO-Garhi Kotaha, District- 

Panchkula, Haryana have 

changed my name from 

Sanjna Rani to Sanjana. 

I Neelam Rani W/o Late 

Shri Vijay Kumar, House 

No.264, Ground Floor, Sector 

14, Panchkula declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Neelam Rani to Neelam Devi 

for all future purpose. 

I, Shaveta Sharma D/o 

Darshan Lal W/o Yadvinder 

Sharma R/o 29, Ashoka 

Colony, Lal Dawara Colony, 

Yamuna Nagar declare that 

Shaveta and Shaveta Sharma 

both are my name, of one and 

the same lady. 

I, Dinesh Kumar S/o Late 

Karam Chand R/o Village 

Charon, Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar have changed 

my name from Dinesh Kumar 

to Dinesh. 

Informed to all that I, 

Shally Sharma alias Shally 

W/o Gudur Kalyan Sreenivas 

R/o  flat no 205, Tower 3, 

Highland park, Highrise 

Bhabat, Zirakpur have 

changed my name to Shally 

Gudur 

I,  Minarva Bhanja W/o 

Rank SUB Rajiv Kumar 

Bhanja  R/o Aruha, Kanika 

Pada, jajapur, Odisha- 755011 

declare that in my husband’s  

Army service documents,  my 

name wrongly recorded as 

Minarva Samal. My correct 

name is Minarva Bhanja Vide 

affidavit No. IN-

PB74327019187X Dated 

07.03.2025 Before Notary 

Public, Gurdaspur  (Punjab) 

I, Satnam Singh S/O 

Pyara Ram  R/O. Village 

Kasuli, Mullanpur, Sas Nagar, 

Mohali, Punjab. I Have 

Changed My Minor Son Name 

From Darshpreet To Darsh 

Choudhary. 

I, Bhuvya Shukla 

daughter of Sh. Arun Kumar 

Shukla Resident of village Javi, 

post office Daraghat, Tehsil 

Arki, District Solan, Himachal 

Pradesh declare that in my 

Central Board of Secondary 

Education 10th class  Sr. No. 

1134193 Roll no. 17110566 

year-2021 and 12th class Sr. 

No. 1094597 Roll No. 

17750146 year-2023 

certificates, my father name is 

Arun Shukla and mother name 

is Chitra Shukla entered. 

Whereas in other government 

documents, my father name is 

Arun Kumar Shukla and 

mother name is Chitra Sharma 

entered. My father name Arun 

Shukla and Arun Kumar 

Shukla are the same person 

and mother name Chitra 

Sharma and Chitra Shukla are 

the same woman.  please this 

should be corrected. All 

concerned please may note. 

I, Gourav Kamboj S/o 

Satpal Kamboj R/o Village 

Damla, Distt Yamuna Nagar, 

Haryana declare that I have 

changed my minor son name 

from Tuviksh Kamboj to 

Keshav Kamboj. 

I Lal Dev s/o Sh. Kisun 

Mehato r/o Village Koharauta, 

PO Lehaji,  Distt Siwan (Bihar) 

have changed my name from 

Lal Deo Prasad to Lal Dev. My 

DOB is 01.01.1967. 

I, Minakshi W/o Sunil 

Kumar R/o Village Bakarpur, 

Sabapur, Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar, Haryana-

135101 declare that I have 

changed my minor daughter 

name from Shreya to Shreya 

Kamboj. 

I, Nand Kishore Kalra 

S/o. Shri Hukam Chand Kalra 

Resident of H. No. 17/75, 

Thapar Colony, Yamuna 

Nagar, Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar - 135001, 

Haryana (INDIA) declares that 

I have changed my minor son 

name from Tejasvi Kalra to 

Tejas Kalra. 

I, Mamta W/o Arjun R/o 

H.No-60, Ward No-04, Village-

Dhani Mithi, Dhani 

Ramjas(62), Bhiwani, 

Haryana-127046, declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Mamta to Mamta Verma for all 

future purposes. 

I Skila W/o Mehardin R/o 

Kurar, panipat, I have changed 

my name from Sakila Begam 

to Skila. for all future purposes. 

I Simarjeet Kaur Alias 

Simranjeet Kaur W/O Darbara 

Singh R/O Vill Sirasgarh Teh 

Barara Distt Ambala Haryana 

Have Changed My Name To 

Simerjeet Kaur. 

I, Jai Kishan s/o Joginder 

Singh r/o Village Balahi, Post 

Office Dabkheri, Tehsil 

Thanesar, Distt. Kurukshetra 

have changed the name of my 

minor daughter Jaslin to Jaslin 

Bajwa. 

I, Rameshwar Dayal S/o 

Mahesh Chand R/o H.No. 

1229, Sector 1, HUDA, 

Shahabad Markanda, District 

Kurukshetra, have changed 

my name from Rameshwar 

Dayal to Rameshwar Dayal 

Gupta. 

I, Pooja Garg W/o 

Sanjeev Kumar R/o H.No. 

306/24, Gali No. 3, Gobind 

Dham Colony, Akash Nagar, 

Chanarthal Road, Thanesar 

District Kurukshetra, have 

changed my name from Pooja 

Garg to Pooja. 

I  Puneet Singh Sidhu S/o  

J.S. Sidhu House No. 29, 

Sector 108, Mohali (Punjab) 

have changed the name of my 

minor daughter Mehrab Sidhu 

(DOB: 07-06.2016) to Mehrab 

GS Sidhu. 

I, Ankita Agarwal 

daughter of Shri Ashok 

Agarwal resident of House No. 

405, Sector - 7 Gohana District 

Sonipat state that my name in 

school and college is Ankita 

Agarwal, but I am popular by 

the name of Ankita K Agarwal. 

Therefore, I have changed my 

name from Ankita Agarwal to 

Ankita K Agarwal. 

I, Mukesh Goel S/o Sh 

Onkar Nath Goyal r/o # 3142, 

ground floor, G.M.C.H. 

Complex, Sector-48-D, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Mukesh goel to 

Mukesh Goyal 

I Vikram S/o Subhash R/o 

214, Rajput Mohalla, Near 

School, Kalheri Jmalpur Karnal 

Haryana have changed my 

minor Daughter name from 

Janak to Mannat. 

I Sonu W/o Deepak Dagur 

R/o House  No 333 VPO 

Behlana Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Sonu 

to Sonu Devi. 

I Param Shah Son Of 

Dhwanish Ashvin Shah, 

Residing At House No. 38, 

Sector - 28 A, Chandigarh 

(U.T) Pin Code 160002, India. 

Hereby Declare And Inform 

That The Name Param Shah 

And Param Dhwanish Shah 

Both Names Are Of The One & 

Same Person. 

I Pushpa Devi D/o Sh 

Daya Ram R/o House No 74/2, 

Block -D Labour Colony No-4,  

Industrial Area,  Phase-1, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Pushpa Devi D/o 

Sh Bhagwan Dass to Pushpa 

Devi D/o Sh Daya Ram 

I Parmod Kumar S/o 

Harbans Lal R/o House no 

1374, A Block, Urban State, 

Jind Haryana have change my 

name from Parmod Kumar to 

Parmod Gulati. 

I, Dev Aryan S/o Sh. 

Jagbir Singh R/o H.No. 1707, 

Housing Board Colony, 

Sector-14, Sonepat declares 

that Dev Aryan Dahiya & Dev 

Aryan both are my names. 

I Jaspreet Kaur Virk W/o 

Partap Singh R/o Villa- 13, 

Opposite G-Block Aerocity 

SAS Nagar Mohali Punjab 

That my name written on my 

son's  Birth certificate is 

jaspreet Kaur which is wrongly 

entered. My correct name is 

Jaspreet Kaur Virk. Please 

correct my name for future. 

I, Viji V W/O Service No 

Jc-303579p Rank Sub Name 

Vinod D Of Unit 67 105 Ad 

Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O Puthen 

Veedu, Vpo- Vallikunnam, 

Distt Alappuzha, State- Kerala 

Have Changed My Name 

From Viji V To Viji P Vide 

Affidavit Dated 10-03-2025 

Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Shneh Lata W/O 

Service No 15706698w Rank 

Hav Name Ramashish Tiwari, 

Unit 2 Csr(A) C/O 56 Apo, R/O 

Vill- Nasopur, Po- Umapur, 

Distt- Mau, State- U.P., Pin- 

275101 Have Changed My 

Name From Shneh Lata To 

Shneh Lata Tiwari Vide 

Affidavit Dated 10-03-2025 

Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Viji V W/O Service No 

Jc-303579p Rank Sub Name 

Vinod D Of Unit 67 105 Ad 

Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O Puthen 

Veedu, Vpo- Vallikunnam, 

Distt Alappuzha, State- Kerala 

Have Changed My Name 

From Viji V To Viji P Vide 

Affidavit Dated 10-03-2025 

Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Sunita wife of Shri Rishi 

Pal resident of village Daher 

Tehsil Narayangarh District 

Ambala state that in my 

documents my husband's 

name is recorded as Sheesh 

Pal whereas the correct name 

of my husband is Rishi Pal. 

Note the relevant information. 

I, Poonam W/o Sh. 

Pardeep Bhardwaj R/o House 

No. 349, Shakti Puram, 

Kunjpura Road, Karnal have 

changed my Name from 

Poonam Mudgal to Poonam 

Bhardwaj for all future 

purposes. 

I, Tarsem Jain, son of Mr. 

Sant Ram Jain, residing at 

house number- 1074, Mohalla 

Mira Malli, Ward No: 8, 

Derabasi, Tehsil Derabasi, 

District S.A.S.Nagar, Mohali 

(Punjab), have changed my 

name from Tarsem Jain to 

Tarsem Lal Jain. 

I Ravinder Singh S/o Sh. 

Jaspal Singh R/o House 

No.109, Ward No.11. Brij Raj 

Niwas, Guru Nanak Pura 

Mohalla, Near Bebe Nanaki 

Gurudwara, Dera Bassi, Distt. 

SAS Nagar, have changed my 

name from Ravinder Singh to 

Ravinder Negi. 

I Ashna Sidhu D/O Arvind 

Sidhu R/O H.No. 3b, Ghb 

Splande, Zirakpur, Sas Nagar, 

Mohali, Have Changed My 

Name From Ashna Randhawa 

To Ashna Sidhu. 

I Saniya Daughter of Sh. 

Ashwani Kumar, resident of 

House no. 41, DMC, Sector 38 

West, Chandigarh, have 

changed my name from 

Saniya to Saniya Sood. 

I, Vardeep Kaur W/o 

Sukhwinder Singh R/o Village 

Khojpur, PO. Rajpur, District 

Jalandhar I have changed my 

name Vardeep Kaur Takhar. 

I, Sushma W/o Sh. 

Devender Kumar R/o Village 

Kasuhan, Tehsil Uchana, Distt. 

Jind-126115, Haryana, India, 

has changed my name from 

Sushma to Sushma Devi. 

I, Kavita W/o Anoop Arora 

R/o 5 Rani Ka Bagh Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Kavita to Kavita Arora For All 

Future purposes. 

I, Tajinder Singh S/o 

Jaspal Singh R/o Village 

Talwandi Dasoundha Singh 

PO Kathunangal District 

Amritsar have declare that 

Tajinder is my Given name 

and Singh is my Surname 

I Rahul  S/O Raj Kumar  

R/O  Street Number 1 Near 

Hotel Giorgio Green Avenue 

Po Abohar District Fazilka 

Have Changed My Name 

From Rahul To Rahul Sidana 

I, Kuldeep Singh S/o 

Amarjeet Singh R/o Vlla 

No.118, Tarn Taran Road, 

Punjabi Bagh, Gilwali, 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Kuljeet Singh to 

Kuljeet Singh. 

I, Sania Dhawan C/o 

Gutam Mehra R/o H.No.145, 

Krishna Square-2, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Sania Dhawan to Sania Mehra 

I, Mohinder Kaur W/o 

Balwinder Singh R/o Golden 

Avenue, Near Taal Restaurant, 

Jandiala Guru Tehsil & Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab, India have 

changed my name from 

Mohinder Kaur to Harminder 

Kaur. Concerned Note. 

I, Rajiv Sehgal S/o Desh 

Raj Sehgal R/o Opp Neelam 

Gas Agency Alba Colony New 

Ranjitpura Chheharta, 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Rajiv Sehgal to 

Rajiv Kumar 

I, Simranjit Singh Lail S/o 

Inderjit Singh R/o Village 

Fatehgarh PO Suker Chak 

Block Verka Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Simranjit Singh Lail to Simranjit 

Singh 

I, Ravinderjit Singh S/o 

Gurnam Lal R/o VPO Mari 

Buchian Tehsil Batala District 

Gurdaspur have declare that 

Ravinderjit is my Given name 

and Singh is my Surname. 

I, Anjali W/O Service No 

15787930n Rank Nk(Dmt) 

Name Shyam Narayan 

Chaturvedei, Unit 105 Ad Regt 

C/O 56 Apo, R/O Vill- 

Malakpur, Po- Nigra, Tehsil + 

Distt- Auraiya, State-U.P,Pin- 

206129 Have Changed My 

Name From Anjali To Anjalee 

Chaturvedi Vide Affidavit Dated 

10-03-2025 Before Ambala 

Cantt 

I, Maha Dev Pandey S/o 

Prem Kumar # 34, Sector  19A, 

Chandigarh have changed the 

name of my  minor daughter 

from Diya to Diya Pandey. 

I, Nisha Karuppusamy 

W/o Sunder Raj # 1624-C, 

Housing Board Complex, 

Dhanas, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Nisha. 

I, Smt. Kanta Devi W/o 

No. 3961841X Late Sep 

Mangal Singh R/o VPO 

Salempur Tehsil Garhshankar 

Distt.  Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from Kanta 

Devi to Kanta Rani and my 

date of birth from 01-09-1945 

to 01-01-1953. 

I, Rajender Sharma S/o 

Sh. Jai Singh R/o H.No. 10, 

Lekhu Mohalla, Village 

Chochra, Distt. Karnal, have 

changed my name from 

Rajender Sharma to Rajender 

Kumar. 

I, Neetika Arora W/o 

Rakesh Arora R/o 1444, Gali 

Wasti Ram, Dhab Wasti Ram, 

Amritsar, Punjab-143001 have 

changed my name from 

Neetika Arora to Varinda Arora. 

I, Surender S/o Sharvan 

Kumar R/o House No 546/12, 

darra khera, Thanesar, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Surender Saini to 

Surender. 

I, Rohit Kumar s/o Sh. 

Bishnu Deo Ram, R/o # 315, 

Sector 52, Kajheri, Chandigarh 

declare that in my pan card my 

father name has mentioned as 

Sunder Ram. But his correct 

name is Bishnu Deo Ram. 

I Anju Rani wife of 

Randeep Singh resident of 

house number 41, village 

Hussaini po naraingarh, 

Ambala, Haryana 134203 

declares that Anju Rani and 

Anju Shergill is one and the 

same person but my actual 

name is Anju Rani concerned 

note 

I, Sanyam S/o Sachin 

Kumar R/o H.No.963, opposite 

Gokul Dham Park, Sector 13-

17, Panipat declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Sanyam to Sanyam Khunger. 

म� शा�� देवी प�ी �ी औम 

�काश िनवासी गांव िमजा�पुर 

तहसील व िजला िहसार �ान करती 

�ं िक मेरे पु� िबजे� िसंह का आम  

नं. 3205695K र!क नायक है। मेरे 

पु� के आम  %रकाड� म' मेरा नाम 

Shanti व ज( ितिथ 25.07.1967 

दज� है जो गलत है। मेरा सही नाम 

Santi व ज( ितिथ 20.12.1959 है। 

मेरे पु� के आम  %रकाड� म' मेरा सही 

नाम Santi व ज( ितिथ 

20.12.1959 दु,- िकया जाए। 

I, Gurbir Dhami W/o 

Harpreet Singh Dhillon R/o H. 

No. 23 K Block Near Maa 

Jawala Mandir, Model Town 

Ext. Hisar, Haryana 125001 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Gurbir to Gurbir 

Dhami  for all future purpose. 

I, Harpreet Singh Dhillon 

S/o Gurmeet Singh Dhillon R/o 

H. No. 23 K Block Near Maa 

Jawala Mandir, Model Town 

Ext. Hisar, Haryana 125001 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Harpreet Singh 

to Harpreet Singh Dhillon for all 

future purpose. 

I, Pratibha W/o Ankit Jain 

R/o H. No. 119, Sector 15-A, 

Hisar, Haryana declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Pratibha to Pratibha Jain for 

future purpose. 

I, Sita Ram Kajila S/o 

Mani Ram Kajla R/o H. No. 

900, Sector-14, Hisar, Haryana 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Sita Ram Kajila 

to Sita Ram Kajla  for future 

purpose. 

I, Preksha W/o Lomesh 

Jain R/o H. No. 1504 Sector 14 

Near Income Tax Office Hisar 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Preksha to 

Preksha Jain for all future 

purposes. 

I, Gurnam Singh S/o 

Mahender Singh R/o Village 

Teontha, Tehsil Pundri, Distt. 

Kaithal (Haryana) declares that 

I have changed my name from 

Gurnam Singh Chauhan to 

Gurnam Singh. In future, I will 

be known with the name of 

Gurnam Singh. All concerned 

please note. 

I,  Pardeep S/o Sunil 

Kumar R/o H. N. 01, Bilaspur 

Dhani VPO Jodhkan, Tehsil 

Sirsa Distt. Sirsa, have change 

my name Pardeep to Pardeep 

Kumar 

I, Kirtpal S/o Balkar Singh 

R/o Freedom Fighter Road, 

MR Enclave Colony, Fazilka-

152123 Pb, have changed 

name from Kiratpal to Kirtpal. 

I, Harpreet Singh Sran 

S/o Kikkar Singh R/o V. 

Asafwala, PO Karni Khera, 

Fazilka 152123 Pb, have 

changed name from Harpreet 

Singh to Harpreet Singh Sran. 

I, Jatinder Pal Singh S/o 

Kuldeep Singh Kang  R/o 

Ward No. 9, Village Nangran, 

Tehsil Nangal, Distt. Rupnagar, 

have changed name to 

Jatinder Pal Singh Kang.  

I, Shameema W/o Shabir 

Ahmad Peepa, Mustafa Abad 

Lane D Gali 6, Near Masjid 

Reyaz, Srinagar Zainakote, 

Shala Teng Ghat, Srinagar 

(J&K), have changed name to 

Shamema Bano 

I, Tabusam Rukhsar W/o 

Mohd Aadil R/o Mohalla Noor 

Basti Jamalpura Teh & Distt 

Malerkotla, have changed my 

name to Tabbasum Rukhsar. 

I, Mohd Hashim S/o 

Sharif Khan R/o  Vill Albelpura 

PO Jitwal Kalan, Teh & Distt 

Malerkotla, have changed my 

name to Mohammad Hashim. 

I Shama Kumari w/o 

Sunny Kumar RO ward 

number 9,  Gurudwara Gali, 

Dinanagar, teh. Dinanagar, 

District Gurdaspur declare that 

in my husband passport written 

bymistake my name as Shama 

Kumari, But my correct name 

is Shama Devi. All concerned 

note. 

I, No 2496522L Hav  

Ranjit Singh S/o Swaran Singh 

R/o Dullanangal Po 

Bangowani Distt Gurdaspur 

declare that in my Army 

Service record name and date 

of birth of my mother has been 

wrongly written as Kulbir Kaur 

and 01.07.1957 . Her correct 

name and DOB are Jasbir 

Kaur and 01.01.1950. 

Concerned note. 

I, No 2496522L Hav  

Ranjit Singh S/o Swaran Singh 

R/o Dullanangal Po 

Bangowani Distt Gurdaspur 

declare that in my Army 

Service record name and date 

of birth of my father has been 

wrongly written as Swarn  

Singh and 01.07.1952 . Her 

correct name and DOB are 

Swaran Singh  and 

01.01.1950. Concerned note. 

I, Arvinder Singh S/o 

Jasbir Singh R/o Bhekhowali 

(Gurdaspur)  have changed 

my name to Singh Arvinder . 

Concerned note. 

I, Savita Rajkumar 

Wankhade is legally wedded 

wife of Wankhade Rajkumar 

Baburao 1 Mahar Pin- 911501, 

Resident of Village At 

Mahirabpura Achalpur PO 

Achalpur, Tehsil Achalpur 

District Amravati State 

Maharashtra Pincode-444806 

have changed my name from 

Savita to Savita Rajkumar 

Wankhade due to wrong name 

recorded in my husband’s 

army service record vide 

affidavit no IN-

PB14792995200672X before 

Notary Public Gurdaspur dated 

10 MARCH 2025 

I, Wankhade Rajkumar 

Baburao 1 Mahar Pin- 911501, 

Resident of Village At 

Mahirabpura Achalpur PO 

Achalpur, Tehsil Achalpur 

District Amravati State 

Maharashtra Pincode-444806 

have changed my son name 

from Saurabh to Saurabh 

Rajkumar Wankhade due to 

wrong name recorded in my 

army service record vide 

affidavit no IN- 

PB14800577454533X before 

Notary Public Gurdaspur dated 

10 MARCH 2025 

म�, जयदेव डू� (Jaidev 

Dulat) पु� �ी नोरंग (Norang) 

िनवासी गांव िलतानी, तहसील 

उकलाना िजला िहसार �ान करता 

�ॅ िक मुझे Jaidev Dulat @ 

Jaidev Dult @ Jaidev  Duiat 

तीनो ंनामो ंसे जाना जाता है। Jaidev 

Dulat @ Jaidev Dult @ Jaidev  

Duiat ये तीनो ंनाम मेरे ह! यािन एक 

ही 234 के ह!। 

I, Wankhade Rajkumar 

Baburao 1 Mahar Pin- 911501, 

Resident of Village At 

Mahirabpura Achalpur PO 

Achalpur, Tehsil Achalpur 

District Amravati State 

Maharashtra Pincode-444806 

have changed my daughter 

name from Khushi to Khushi 

Rajkumar Wankhade due to 

wrong name recorded in my 

army service record vide 

affidavit no IN- 

PB14799636250296X  before 

Notary Public Gurdaspur dated 

10 MARCH 2025. 

I am Tarakant Mishr . My 

son Dimpu Kumar Mishr 

whose service no. is 

15691243A currently posted in 

3 COSR C/o 99 APO, I am 

resident of village PO Shanker 

Pur Police Station Bhargama 

distt. Araria state Bihar Pin 

854318. The above mentioned 

details are my son's service 

record and on his service 

documents my name is 

wrongly mentioned as 

Tarakant Mishra and DOB is 

not added. My actual name is 

Tarakant Mishr and DOB is 

01/01/1948  

I am Meena Devi . My son 

Dimpu Kumar Mishr whose 

service no. is 15691243A 

currently posted in 3 COSR 

C/o 99 APO, I am resident of 

village PO Shanker Pur Police 

Station Bhargama distt. Araria 

state Bihar Pin 854318. The 

above mentioned details are 

my son's service record and on 

his service documents my 

name is wrongly mentioned as 

Mina Devi and DOB as 

01/07/1958 but my actual 

name is Meena Devi and DOB 

is 01/01/1950. 

I,  Gurcharan Singh  S/o 

Malook Singh  R/o.138, Preet 

Avenue, SG Enclave Near 

Millennium School Amritsar 

have Changed my Name  from  

Honey  Singh  To  Honey  

Pratap  Singh. 

I, Sanjeev kuamr S/O 

Balbir Singh R/O VPO 

Seonsar, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra, Haryana 

Changed Name Sanjeev 

Kumar. 

I, Harnek Singh S/o 

Sukhdev Singh Vill.Mehtagarh, 

Roshanpur jhungian, Patiala 

have changed my Minor Son 

Name Aravjot Singh to given 

name Aravjot Surname Singh 

I, Monika W/o Mohinder 

Pal Sharma R/o House No. B-

35/363, Panditan Street, Jattan 

Wala Chountra, Opp. Manu 

Lassi, Sirhindi Bazar, Patiala 

(Punjab) have changed my 

name from Monika Sharma to 

Monika. 

I, Ashish S/o Sh. Suresh 

Kumar Goyal R/o Dr. G.K 

Aggarwal Street, Hisar Road, 

Sirsa (Haryana). That I have 

changed my name from Ashish 

to Ashish Goyal, in future my 

name is to be called as Ashish 

Goyal. 

I, Sneha Mittal W/o Sh. 

Vidur Goyal R/o H.No. 244, 

Gali No.5, Aggarsain Colony, 

Sirsa (Haryana). That I have 

changed my name from Sneha 

Mittal to Sneha Goyal, in future 

my name is to be called as 

Sneha Goyal. 

I, Sanjeev Kumar S/o 

Gian Chand, R/o D.A.V. 

School, Gandhi Nagar, 

Jalalabad (West), District 

Fazilka, have changed my 

name from Sanjeev Kumar to 

Sanjeev Maluja. Please note. 

I, No. MS17780M Rank: 

Maj Name: Manu Handa S/o 

Shri Manoj Handa Unit: 401 

Field Hospital C/o 56 APO, 

Pin- 903401, I have changed 

my wife's name from Gunjan 

Batra to Gunjan Handa. 

I, Joginder kaur Alias 

Paramjit kaur D/o Malla Singh 

W/o Gurdial Singh R/o vpo  

Jhinger Kalan, Teh. Dasuya, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab 

144205 have Changed my 

name from Joginder kaur Alias 

Paramjit kaur to Paramjit kaur. 

All concerned Please Note. 

I, Nabihan Begam legally 

Mother of MD Sadruddin 

presently residing at Bal, 

Nawada, Distt – Saran, State 

– Bihar, PIN - 841204  have 

changed my name from 

Nabihan Begam to Nabeegam 

Beegum vide Affidavit dated 

10/03/2025 before Executive 

Magistrate  Jalandhar,  (PB). 

I, No. 15420064M Rank 

Hav/ORA Name Kishor Kumar 

Choudhary presently residing 

at Vill – Bhawanipur, PO – 

Roshna, Distt – Katihar, Bihar 

-  854117 hereby declare that 

as per service record my 

mother name  erroneously 

recorded as  Kaushaliya Devi  

whereas her correct name is  

Koshaliya Devi vide Affidavit 

dated 10/03/2025 before 

Executive Magistrate  

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, No. 15420064M Rank 

Hav/ORA Name Kishor Kumar 

Choudhary presently residing 

at Vill – Bhawanipur, PO – 

Roshna, Distt – Katihar, Bihar 

-  854117 hereby declare that 

as per service record  my 

father name  erroneously 

recorded as Jagdish Pd 

Chouhary whereas his correct 

name is Jagdish Choudhary 

vide Affidavit dated 10/03/2025 

before Executive Magistrate  

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, No. 15420064M Rank 

Hav/ORA Name Kishor Kumar 

Choudhary presently residing 

at Vill – Bhawanipur, PO – 

Roshna, Distt – Katihar, Bihar 

-  854117 hereby declare that 

as per service record  my 

spouse name  erroneously 

recorded as  Puja Kumari 

Choudhary  whereas her 

correct name is Puja Kumari  

vide Affidavit dated 10/03/2025 

before Executive Magistrate  

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, Simrandeep Kaur 

legally spouse of Kuldeep 

Singh presently residing at 

Ward No. 1, 7 MJD 

(MORJAND), Distt – 

Hanumangarh, State – 

Rajasthan, PIN -335063 have 

changed my name from 

Simrandeep Kaur to 

Simaranadip Kour vide 

Affidavit dated 10/03/2025 

before Executive Magistrate  

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, No. 15439909P Nk/NA  

Deepak Kumar presently 

residing at H No. 31, Madona 

Jafrabad, Distt – Bulandshahr, 

State – UP, hereby declare 

that as per service record  my 

spouse name  erroneously 

recorded as Hema Chaudhary 

whereas her correct name is 

Hema Chaudhri vide Affidavit 

dated 10/03/2025 before 

Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, Dev Raj S/o Ishar Dass  

R/o H.No. E.K. 375 Rasta 

Mohalla, Pani Peer, 

Jalandhar-144001,  have 

changed my name from Dev 

Raj to Dev Raj  Nayyar. 

I, Piar Kaur widow of late 

Sohan Singh ( No. 1038902P 

Ex SWR), R/o. 44/3, Bank 

Colony, Shiv Vihar, Jalandhar 

City have changed my name 

to Piarjit Kaur and my Date of 

birth is. 02.04.1952. note. 

I, Mohinder Kaur W/o 

Sardar Singh R/o VPO. Jaura, 

Tehsil Dasuya, 

Distt.Hoshiarpur, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Mohinder Kaur to Mahinder 

Kaur. 

I, hitherto known as 

Joginder Kaur W/o Balbir 

Singh R/o Sidhwan Dona, 

Distt. Kapurthala, Punjab-

144625 have changed my 

name and shall hereafter be 

known as Daljit Kaur. 

I, Rabida Khatun W/o 

Anwar S K R/o Dhubri, Assam-

783334 have changed the 

name of my minor son Rahan 

Sheekh aged 16 years and he 

shall hereafter be known as 

Rahan Sheikh. 

I, Balvir Kaur W/o Kewal 

Singh R/o Vill. Dhindsa, Po. Bir 

Bansian, Teh .Phillaur, Distt. 

Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name  to Given 

name as Balvir and Surname 

as Kaur. 

I, Puneet S/o Harminder 

Kumar R/o H.No. B47/254, 

Street No.1, Mansa Devi 

Nagar, Phagwara, Distt. 

Kapurthala have changed my 

name from Puneet to Puneet 

Kumar. 

I, Amarjeet Kour W/O 

Lakhwinder Singh R/O Village 

Nangaldala, Po- Dorangla, 

Distt- Gurdaspur, Punjab-

143526. Have Changed My 

Name From Amarjeet Kour To 

Amarjit Kaur. 

I, Ram Chander  S/O 

Bahadar Chand, R/O Mohalla 

Nawan Katra, Kalanaur 

Gurdaspur Punjab, Have 

Changed My Name From Ram 

Chander To Ram Singh. 

I, No. 14382838F Ex Nk 

(TS) Ajay Singh resident of 

Village Nala, PO Gharota, 

Tehsil and Distt Pathankot 

(Punjab), have changed the 

name of  my wife from Sahkila 

Devi to Shakila Devi vide 

Affidavit No  IN-

PB14680661027482X dated 

10-03-2025 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot 

(Punjab). 

I, No. 14382838F Ex Nk 

(TS) Ajay Singh resident of 

Village Nala, PO Gharota, 

Tehsil and Distt Pathankot 

(Punjab), have changed the 

name of  my daughter from Arti 

Devi to Aarti vide Affidavit No  

IN-PB14787935803474X 

dated 10 Mar 2025 before 

Executive Magistrate 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

 I, Nidhi Gupta W/O Sh. 

Manoj Kumar R/O H.No. 253 

Ward No. 17 Vijay Nagar, Huda 

Complex, Rohtak Declare That 

Before Marriage My Name 

Was Nidhi Bansal Daughter Of 

Sh. Ramniwas Bansal But After 

Marriage I Have Changed My 

Name To Nidhi Gupta W/O Sh. 

Manoj Gupta. In Future I 

Should Be Known As Nidhi 

Gupta W/O Sh. Manoj Gupta. 

I, Manoj Gupta S/O Sh. 

Rajkumar R/O H.No. 253 Ward 

No. 17 Huda Complex, Vijay 

Nagar Rohtak Declare That 

Earlier My Name Was Manoj 

Kumar But Now I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Manoj Kumar To Manoj Gupta. 

In Future I Should Be Known 

By The Name Of Manoj Gupta. 

I  Gita  Devi  (Existing 

Name)  D/O  No.   6644720k  

Ex  Nb Sub  Jagmal  Singh R/O  

Vpo Bahu Akbarpur, Distt.  

Rohtak  (Haryana) Declare 

That  I Have Changed My  

Name In My Father  Army  

Records / Disch. Book  From 

Gita  Devi (Existing Name) To  

Geeta Devi (New Name)  As 

Per My   Matric Certificate, 

Aadhaar / Pan Card.  In Future 

I Shall May Be Known/ 

Written/Called   As  Geeta Devi  

For All Work Purposes  Vide  

Affidavit Dated    March  2025 

Before  Ist Class Magistrate,  

(Rohtak) 

I Amarjit   (Existing Name)  

D/O  No.   1496615k  Ex  Nk    

Chandan Singh R/O  Vpo 

Nindana,  Distt.  Rohtak  

(Haryana) Declare That  I Have 

Changed My  Name In My 

Father  Army Records / Disch. 

Book  From  Amarjit  (Existing 

Name) To  Amarjeet Devi (New 

Name)  My Correct /Actual Dob 

Is  18.08.1988  Instead Of  

15.01.1979  As Per My  

Aadhaar / Pan Card.  In Future 

I Shall May Be Known/ 

Written/Called   As  Amarjeet 

Devi (Dob : 18.08.1988)  For All 

Work Purposes , That Bhateri  

And  Bhteri  Devi Pertain To 

One And Same Person. Vide  

Affidavit Dated    March  2025 

Before  Ist Class Magistrate 

Meham (Rohtak) 

I, B Ramu Am Father Of 

No Jc315507x Rank Nb Sub 

Name Hari Prasad Bora 

Present Residing At Hq Coy, 16 

Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From B Ramu Reddy To 

B Ramu And Also Correct My 

Date Of Birth From 01 Jul 1960 

To 18 Jul 1957 

I, Sunkara Parvathi Am 

Mother Of No 16119004h Rank 

Hav Name Sunkara Srinivasa 

Rao Present Residing At 163 

Br Coy, 16 Engr Br Regt (Pms), 

Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula, Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My 

Name From Pravathi To 

Sunkara Parvathi And Also 

Correct My Date Of Birth From 

01 Aug 1966 To 01 Jan 1961 

Classifieds

BEDKHALI NOTICE

LOST AND FOUND

PUBLIC NOTICE

CHANGE OF NAME
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Accelerate Action, the theme of this  year’s
International Women’s Day is both timely
and vital.  It is of the utmost importance to

take a moment to contemplate the unique skills that
women possess, which even the most advanced AI-
driven robots cannot replicate. Even though arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) has revolutionised sectors
by simplifying jobs and increasing productivity, it
is still incapable of matching the nuanced and deeply
human multitasking talents that women easily demonstrate
daily. Women can accomplish several tasks with empathy,
emotional intelligence, and adaptability, which are attrib-
utes that no algorithm can completely replicate. Women can
perform multiple tasks simultaneously.

Multitasking encompasses not only the simultaneous exe-
cution of many tasks but also the capacity to manage diverse
jobs with effortless proficiency. In both professional and
domestic settings, women manage multiple tasks, includ-
ing swift decision-making, emotional acumen, and innov-
ative problem-solving. In the professional environment,
women frequently lead high-stakes projects, coach peers,
and manage team relationships while also addressing per-
sonal obligations. Within the household, they effortlessly
transition between roles as carers, financial strategists, edu-
cators, and providers of emotional support. Their capacity

to sustain equilibrium in these intersecting
domains is a challenge that AI finds difficult to
understand, much less to implement.One of the
defining strengths of women’s multitasking abil-
ities is their agility in decision-making, even in
the most unpredictable situations. AI operates
within predefined parameters and algorithms,
excelling in structured environments where data
is abundant. However, real life is often chaot-
ic, requiring decisions to be made with incom-
plete information, intuition, and adaptability—
qualities that women exhibit daily.

Consider a nurse in a hospital emergency
room who is simultaneously monitoring multiple patients,
making split-second decisions, and comforting distressed
families. Her ability to assess a patient’s condition, liaise with
doctors, and offer emotional support all at once goes beyond
mere task execution—it embodies human instinct, priori-
tisation, and care. No AI-driven robot can truly replace such
intricate decision-making layered with empathy.While AI
can enhance efficiency, automate routine tasks, and provide
data-driven insights, it lacks the human touch that is cen-
tral to multitasking. 

AI-driven robots may be able to perform designated tasks
in controlled environments, but they do not possess the
depth of human interaction, compassion, or intuition
required in complex, real-world situations. Women’s mul-
titasking is not just about efficiency but also about the abil-
ity to connect, empathise, and inspire—traits that no AI can

replicate. While we are moving further into an era driven
by artificial intelligence, the objective should not be to replace
the multitasking abilities of women; rather, it should be to
improve such abilities with technology while ensuring that
their human strengths continue to be prioritised. India offers
countless examples of women who exemplify unparalleled
multitasking abilities in varied fields. 

To cite a few, Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, the founder of
Biocon, Chanda Kochhar, the former CEO of ICICI Bank,
Dr N . Kalaiselvi, Secretary, DSIR and Director General,
CSIR, Dr. Tessy Thomas, the first woman to lead an Indian
missile project and hundreds of others. As we celebrate
International Women’s Day 2025, it is essential to recognise
that while AI can augment specific tasks, it can never repli-
cate the intricate multitasking abilities of women. Women’s
ability to think, feel, and act simultaneously with an unpar-
alleled blend of intuition, intelligence, and empathy remains
their superpower—one that even the most advanced robots
cannot match.

‘Accelerate Action’ should not be about replacing human
capabilities with AI but about leveraging technology to
enhance and support women’s indispensable contributions
to society. The future of progress lies not in automation alone
but in the harmonious coexistence of human intelligence
and technology, with women leading the way in shaping a
world that values both efficiency and empathy.
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US President Donald Trump’s
announcement of reciprocal tar-
iffs on India, set to take effect on
April 2, has caused serious con-

cern in New Delhi. India’s high import
taxes on American goods have long been
a contentious issue, now straining trade
relations further.

This move is not without consequences.
It puts key exports such as jewelry and phar-
maceuticals at risk, potentially leading to
a significant annual loss of up to $7 billion
for India. The looming question is: How
much will this trade war cost India? 
Can New Delhi negotiate a way out before
the damage is done? This million-dollar
question keeps policymakers and trade
experts on edge, underscoring the gravity
of the situation.

India currently imposes much higher
import taxes on US products than the US
does on Indian goods, with a gap exceed-
ing 10 percentage points. If the US lowers
these tariffs, India’s exports to the US could
decline by $2 Billion to $7 Billion in the
financial year 2025-26, according to India
Ratings and Research.

India maintains a trade surplus of over
$36 Billion with the United States. The share
of Indian exports to the US rose from 16.9
per cent in 2019-20 to 17.7 per cent in 2023-
24, which may have prompted tariff actions
by the Trump administration.

During his campaign, Trump criticised
Indian tariffs on several US exports and
suggested the possibility of imposing rec-
iprocal taxes on Indian goods. 

He believes it is time for the US to use
tariffs to establish fairer trade. “Under the
Trump administration, you will pay a tar-
iff, and in some cases, the cost will be passed
on to consumers,” he stated, insisting that
the US will no longer tolerate unfair trad-
ing practices.

India imposes tariffs as high as 100 per
cent on certain US products, creating 
what the Trump administration views as 
an unfair trade system. On April 2, recip-
rocal tariffs will take effect, meaning that
any tariffs imposed by India will be
matched by the US. 

Additionally, if India uses non-monetary
barriers to limit US market access, the US.
will implement similar restrictions.

A report by Crisil Intelligence warns that
these reciprocal tariffs could significantly
harm India’s exports, which contribute

about 22 per cent of the country’s GDP.
Coupled with the challenges posed by 
slowing global trade growth and rising 
economic uncertainties, this situation could
further strain India’s economy. In response,
the Commerce and Industry Ministry 
has initiated stakeholder consultations 
to assess the potential impact of increased
US tariffs.

According to a recent Crisil Intelligence
report, India’s wide tariff gap with the 
US could have serious consequences if the
US moves to equalise tariffs. Bloomberg
economists echo this concern, noting 
that India’s economy may face significant
setbacks. 

Industry and trade experts in India
argue that certain top exports-such as auto-
mobile parts, electronics, textiles, dia-
monds, jewelry, chemicals, and pharmaceu-
ticals-could be severely affected if the US
imposes restrictions. The most vulnerable
sectors include chemicals, metal products,
and jewelry, followed by automobiles,
pharmaceuticals, and food products.

Furthermore, if
President Trump
penalises US. compa-
nies employing
imported talent,
India’s outsourcing
and IT services
industry could face
signif icant con-
straints.

Commerce Mini-
ster Piyush Goyal

began his US visit on Monday to meet with
the new US Trade Representative, Jamieson
Greer, who is overseeing the implementa-
tion of Trump’s tariff plan. Greer was also
part of Trump’s first administration, which
targeted China and, in doing so, opened
export opportunities for India, particular-
ly in the electronics sector.

Despite these tariff disputes, the United
States remains India’s largest trading part-
ner, with bilateral trade reaching $118.2
Billion in the 2024 fiscal year. India main-
tained a trade surplus of $36.8 Billion dur-

ing this period. Trump has criticised India
for imposing 100 per cent tariffs on auto-
mobiles, claiming such trade imbalances
have allowed foreign countries to take
advantage of the US for decades.

Like with other trade partners, the
Trump administration intends to use tar-
iffs as leverage to expand market access for
American goods in India.

New Delhi must act quickly to address
this challenge. One option is to engage in
negotiations and lower tariffs. Both sides
aim to increase market access, reduce tar-
iff and non-tariff barriers, and deepen sup-
ply chain integration. 

India should focus on bilateral negotia-
tions to lower tariffs and diversify its
export markets. 

This strategy could help India navigate
the impending trade challenges more effec-
tively. A balanced, give-and-take approach
will be key to overcoming this situation.

India Braces for Impact as Trump’s
Reciprocal Tariffs Take Effect on April 2

With key sectors like pharmaceuticals and automobiles at risk, India could face an annual trade loss of up to $7
billion. There is an urgent need to find a diplomatic solution before it escalates into a full-fledged trade war

BIJU
DHARMAPALAN
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The Unmatched Multitasking Skills of Women

Veni, 
Vidi, Vici...

Freebies or political bribes?  
Madam — The newly formed Delhi’s Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government approved the Mahila Samridhi Yojana
on Women’s Day, providing `2,500 to women from eco-
nomically weaker sections. With a budget allocation of
`5100 Crores, women earning up to `2.5 Lakh annually
and aged 18-60 years are eligible.’ But one thing I am unable
to understand is what crime those women have done who
are above 60 years or those who earn more than `2.5 Lakhs.
Why didn’t you specify these conditions in the manifesto?
Didn’t you know it was a ploy to garner votes that would-
n’t be fulfilled after you win the elections? 

Though we should not forget that PM Modi started this
‘revadi’ war of free LPG, free PDS, free housing, free MODI
care, and free “Samman” of `6000 to Kissans. Actually, the
freebie culture is the biggest drain on taxpayers’ money. It
is open bribery.  The politicians are feeding parasites, which
will harm the country. There will be no funds for devel-
opment. Why not the Election Commission (EC) stop this
malpractice for free and fair elections? Whatsoever, when
the opposition distributes freebies, it’s called ‘loot’ in the
name of the Gandhi-Nehru family, but when the BJP dis-
tributes freebies, it’s called ‘seva’. In reality, all governments
are going back, but how will the country progress? We will
never be a developed nation as people make the nation,
and our people vote for a five kg ration and `2500.

BIDYUT KUMAR CHATTERJEE | FARIDABAD 

India wins Champions Trophy
Madam— Apropos to “Champions bring the trophy
home! Jai Ho,” published on March 10, 2025. India
clinched a thrilling four-wicket win over New Zealand
to clinch the marquee ICC event for a record-breaking
third time. Under Rohit Sharma’s captaincy, Team India
has now won the Asia Cup, ICC T20 World Cup and ICC
Champions Trophy and overall this is the seventh ICC
white ball trophy for Team India. 

When pace sensation Bumrah was ruled out for the
Champions Trophy, it was believed that it was going to
be a huge setback for Team India, but without him and
only Shami to spearhead the pace attack, our fast bowl-
ing arsenal looked really thin, but our spin quartet bowled
like a well-oiled machine, turning the screws on oppo-
sition batsmen with relentless precision. 

Our batting line-up was versatile and reliable, and
everyone chipped in to the tournament with four all-
rounders; our team’s balance was perfect. And just to
remember that players like Pant, Jaiswal and Arshdeep
could not even get a game in the tournament goes to show
the depth of our talent pool. 

The Indian team is now second place in the ICC
Trophies list behind Australia, with only the ICC WTC
trophy missing from the cabinet. The men in blue have
once again proved that they have what it takes to win!

BAL GOVIND |NOIDA

Conflict in Syria 
Madam — At a time when Muslims around the world
are observing the holy month of Ramadan, Syria has wit-
nessed another wave of violence that has claimed hun-
dreds of lives in just the last two days. The humanitar-
ian situation remains critical with widespread displace-
ment, heavily damaged infrastructure and nearly 15 mil-
lion people in need of humanitarian support

Dead bodies lying in streets are suggesting a danse
macabre in the coastal region of the country, particular-
ly in Latakia and Tartus provinces. This is the deadliest
sectarian conflict since the overthrow of Bashar al-Assad
in December 2024. Though the interim government has
blamed the killing of two Syrian defence personnel in an
ambush in Latakia province by Assad militia remnants
for triggering the violence, the deep involvement of the
army in violent retaliation against Alawites and
Christians, who largely support Assad, proves that this
violence has been engineered by the interim government
led by Ahmed al-Sharaa itself. 

Besides this escalated violence being a serious jolt to
peace efforts in the country, the way all ethnic groups are
reluctant to shun violence, the future of stability and peace
appears to be bleak in the country. Partitioning Syria into
two separate nations based on the Sunni and Shiite pop-
ulations holds the key to the solution to this problem.

MANOJ PARASHAR | GHAZIABAD

The main opposition party, Congress,
on Tuesday questioned the govern-
ment’s decisions and accused it of
putting the economy in crisis. They said
that the economy is being overtaken by
a crisis created by the government.
Congress launched a scathing attack
on the government by targeting the
increasing prevalence of gold loans in
the country. Congress general secre-
tary and communication in-charge
Jairam Ramesh, citing the Reserve
Bank of India’s February data, said
that a massive jump of 71.3 per cent
has been seen in gold loans. Ramesh
also said on X, “India’s economy is
caught in a crisis created by the gov-
ernment. The macroeconomic slow-
down that continues till 2024 has led
to a 300 percent jump in gold loans in
the last five years. The gold loan figure
has crossed the level of `1 Lakh Crore
for the first time. 

Bank loans have slowed down in
every sector from housing to cars, but
crisis loans like gold loans are at their
peak. Not only this, the report of 
Niti Aayog shows that gold loans
account for 40 per cent of all loans

issued to women. The number of
women taking loans by pledging gold
has increased by more than 22 percent
in the last five years. 

Should it be considered that the
Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme,
launched with great fanfare by the
Narendra Modi government, has proved
to be a ‘complete failure’ like demon-
etisation and the ‘Make in India’ initia-
tive? Rising prices, falling private
investment, and rising unemployment
issues are badly affecting the common
people. Perhaps due to these reasons,
gold loans have become a big failure. 

The gold kept in homes is taken out
only in case of emergency. This is not
just an allegation of the opposition, but
RBI also seems to be unhappy and con-
cerned with this trend. That is why RBI
is planning to implement a strict under-
writing process for gold loans, to
ensure ethical business practices 
and financial stability. This includes
better background checks of borrowers
and monitoring of the end use of funds
to prevent irregularities found in 
recent audits.

JANG BAHADUR SINGH | JAMSHEDPUR

OPPOSITION CRITICISES GOVERNMENT 

Right now, I am taking things as they
come. It wouldn’t be fair for me to
think too far ahead. At this
moment, my focus is on playing well
and maintaining the right mindset. I don’t want to draw
any lines and say whether I will or won’t play in the 2027
World Cup. There’s no point in making such statements
right now. Realistically, I have always taken my career
one step at a time. I don’t like thinking too far into the
future, and I haven’t done so in the past either. For now, 
I am enjoying my cricket and the time I spend with 
this team.

ROHIT SHARMA, CAPTAIN TEAM INDIA

TAKE

Leaderspeak

KALYANI
SHANKAR

(The author is a popular columnist. Views expressed 
are personal)

(The writer is an adjunct faculty at the National Institute of Advanced
Studies; views are personal)

In a moment of glory that will be etched in the annals of cricketing
history, Team India triumphed over New Zealand by four wickets to
claim the prestigious ICC Champions Trophy in Dubai. It was a vic-

tory built on sheer determination, extraordinary skill, and unwavering
composure under pressure. The win not only solidifies India’s dominance
in the white-ball game but also reaffirms cricket’s role as a unifying force
in the country.

From the very first match of the tournament, India exuded an aura of
invincibility. The final against New Zealand was no exception. Restricting
the Kiwis to a manageable 251-7, the Indian bowling attack—led by the
mesmerising spin quartet of Kuldeep Yadav, Varun Chakravarthy, Axar
Patel, and Ravindra Jadeja—choked the opposition with relentless pre-
cision. Their 38 overs were a masterclass in control, stifling the run flow
and forcing mistakes from the New Zealand batters.

Despite an early setback with Virat Kohli’s dismissal, Rohit Sharma took
charge, setting the tone with a swashbuckling 76. His aggression ensured
that India never fell behind the asking rate. KL Rahul, displaying nerves
of steel, finished the chase with calculated precision, epitomizing India’s
new-found ability to remain composed in high-pressure situations.

Cricket in India is more than just a sport—it is a cultural phenome-
non that binds people across diverse backgrounds. From the bustling
streets of Mumbai to the remote villages of Jharkhand, the game ignites
passion, fosters a shared national identity, and transcends all barriers
of class, religion, and language. 

This Champions Trophy victory serves as yet another reminder of the
unifying power of cricket. The entire nation erupted in celebration, as
millions came together to revel in the team’s success. This win is not just
about silverware—it is about inspiring a generation, bringing people
together in collective joy, and reinforcing the sport’s unparalleled sig-
nificance in the Indian ethos.

Winning an ICC event is always a morale booster, and this triumph will
serve as a catalyst for greater success. For Team India, it instills belief
and momentum as they gear up for future global tournaments. Rohit
Sharma’s leadership, the resurgence of spin dominance, and the depth
in both batting and bowling ensure that India will remain a formidable
force in world cricket.

Beyond the current squad, this victory will inspire countless young crick-
eters who dream of donning the blue jersey. Seeing their heroes lift the
Champions Trophy will fuel aspirations across the country, encouraging
budding cricketers to work harder and aim for the grandest stages.

Accolades pours from all quarters on team India. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hailed the Indian cricket team and said they have played
wonderfully through the tournament. Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi said India’s run in the
Champions Trophy was marked by brilliant individual performances.
Former Delhi CM and AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal also extended his con-
gratulations to the Indian team.

This Champions Trophy triumph is a testament to India’s cricketing
excellence and a harbinger of more success to come. The synergy between
experienced stalwarts and young stars showcases a team that is built
for sustained dominance. 

As India basks in the glory of yet another ICC triumph, one thing is
certain—this victory is not just about cricket, but about a nation united
by its love for the game, standing tall on the world stage, and looking
ahead to an even brighter future.

Team India lifts Champion’s trophy after its
convincing win over New Zealand



In the Union Budget for 2025-26, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has allocated
`203,420 Crore for food subsidy which is a
marginal three per cent increase from the

revised estimate (RE) for the current financial year
(FY) at `197,000 Crore. The RE for FY 2024-25
by itself is lower than the budget estimate (BE)
of `205,250 Crore she had fixed while presenting
that budget on July 23, 2024. 
Food subsidy payments during FY 2023-24 and
FY 2022-23 were `211,394 Crores and `287,000
Crore respectively. From these numbers, one gets
a sense that since FY 2022-23, food subsidies have
been on a downward trajectory. This may not
reveal the true picture. 

Under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY), the Centre asks the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) and other state agen-
cies to procure food and organize its distribution
to around 820 Million people for free. The entire
cost i.e. MSP (minimum support price) paid to
farmers plus handling and distribution cost
(HDC) is reimbursed to the FCI or other state
agencies as a subsidy. The money comes from the
Union Budget's allocation for 'food subsidy'.

While, the PMGKAY has been in force since
January 1, 2023, before that, the Centre was giv-
ing food to 820 Million persons (seven kg of cere-
als per person per month to 120 Million poorest
of the poor persons covered under the Antyodaya
Anna Yojana or AAY families and five kg of cere-
als per person per month to the remaining 700
million) at a heavily subsidized price of `2/3/1 per
kg for wheat/rice/coarse cereals under the
National Food Security Act (NFSA). 

In addition, since April 2020, it has been giv-
ing five kg of food per person per month for "free"
to all 820 Million beneficiaries under PMGKAY
to mitigate the consequences of Covid-19 
pandemic. From January 1, 2023, it merged the
free part of PMGKAY with the regular food 
security schemes under NFSA. This arrangement
will continue for five years till the end of CY 2028
as per the announcement by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in November 2023. Against this
backdrop, FY 2022-23 was an unusual year as 700
Million beneficiaries got five kg of cereals each
per month for free under the PMGKAY. In 
addition, during April - December 2022, they got
five kg of cereals each at a throwaway price of
`3/kg and `2/kg for rice and wheat, respectively
under the NFSA. 

Likewise, beneficiaries under the AAY received
five kg each per month under PMGKAY through-
out the FY plus seven kg a month at `3/2/kg for
rice/wheat during April - December 2022 under
the NFSA. It was a doubling of the quantity sup-
plied at throwaway/zero price during nine months
of the FY that contributed to an unusually high
subsidy outgo of `287,000 Crore. During FY 2023-
24, the 'double quantity' effect was not present as

five kg a month supplies to all beneficiaries at `3/2
per kg under the NFSA were withdrawn. This
should have led to a massive reduction in subsidy
outgo from the FY 2022-23 level. But, that did-
n't happen. The payments during FY 2023-24 were
substantial at `211,394 Crores. A hike in MSP of
all 14 Kharif crops by 5-10 per cent announced
in June 2023, besides an increase in HDC, led to
higher subsidy payment.

Look at things from another angle. While, 
presenting the budget for FY 2023-24, Sitharaman
had kept the BE for food subsidy at `197,000
Crore. Against this, RE turned out to be 
`14,394 Crore more indicating that the potential
savings in subsidy due to dissipation of 'double
quantity' effect were partially offset by increase
in MSP and other costs associated with distrib-
ution of food.    

Coming to FY 2024-25, the FM has put the RE
for the year at `197,000 Crore which is even lower
than the BE of `205,250 Crore. This is anomalous.
Only a month before the presentation of the bud-

get for FY 2025-26, the pre-
vailing situation was pointing
towards a slippage of around
`20,000 Crore from the BE.
The higher subsidy require-
ment of about `225,000
Crore was expected primar-
ily due to the rising costs of
holding on to a huge stock-
pile of rice, besides the
increase in MSP of wheat
and rice.

Then, as part of the cen-
tral pool stock, the FCI was holding around 50
Million ton including 34 Million ton of rice and
16 Million ton of wheat (this stock excluded 34
Million ton of rice receivable from millers). The
stock was against the buffer of 21.41 Million ton
for January 1. Put simply, the stock holding was
four times what was required.   

At a fundamental level, the problem lies in the
government using state agencies not just to meet

food requirements under the PMGKAY but also
to extend price support to farmers. Under what
has come to be known as 'open-ended' procure-
ment, it buys from farmers unlimited quantities
at MSP. For the last many years, the FCI has been
procuring over 50 Million tons of rice every year
even while supplying around 36 - 38 Million tons
under PMGKAY to the states. 

This mismatch has inevitably led to a huge pile-
up of stocks and associated high carrying costs
which bloats the subsidy bill. The Centre has
pinned its hope of trimming subsidy (as per RE)
on liquidating its burgeoning stocks. But, given
the situation on the ground, this seems unlikely.
Till about a month back, response to the open
market sale of rice by FCI from its stocks was poor
with only 0.7 million tons of rice sold at the sub-
sidised rate of `28/kg (during 2023-24 also, the
agency could sell only 0.1 million tons). 

A recent order from the food ministry let state
governments and their corporations purchase up
to 1.2 million tons of rice, and ethanol distilleries

buy up to 2.4 million tons at a reduced rate of
`22.55/kg - a 20 per cent discount from the ear-
lier price of `28/kg - won't make any dent on the
mammoth stocks.

The actual subsidy outgo during FY 2024-25
will be close to `225,000 Crore instead of
`197,000 Crore being the RE given in the bud-
get. Considering that the agencies will be saddled
with high stocks even during FY 2025-26 and fur-
ther annual increase in the MSP and HDC (in the
past, MSP of paddy and wheat has been increas-
ing 6 - 7 per cent in kharif and rabi seasons annu-
ally and this trend is expected to continue), it is
unlikely that subsidy payments will be contained
within the budgeted level of `203,420 Crore.  Far
from a declining trend that the figures mentioned
in the budget would seem to suggest, food sub-
sidy has actually been on a rising trajectory and
this trend will continue in the future as well. How
the Scheme has been crafted, an escalating trend
is inevitable. The coverage of PMGKAY is ‘uni-
versal’ (820 Million beneficiaries and at least 100
Million waiting to be included), assurance of giv-
ing them ‘free’ food eternally, purchase of ‘unlim-
ited’ quantum of food from farmers at MSP result-
ing in high stocks with FCI and agencies and asso-
ciated high carrying cost, reimbursement of
handling and distribution cost to them on ‘actu-
al’ basis and pilferage of subsidised food. 
Conclusion
The trajectory of food subsidy in India is not on
a downward slope, as the budget figures might
suggest, but rather on a continuous rise due to the
structural inefficiencies within the system. The
universal coverage of PMGKAY, along with the
open-ended procurement of food grains at MSP,
has resulted in excessive stock accumulation, dri-
ving up costs related to storage, handling, and dis-
tribution. 
Despite attempts to trim the subsidy bill through
stock liquidation, market demand has remained
weak, making a significant reduction in expen-
diture unlikely.

Moreover, factors such as annual increases in
MSP and handling costs, as well as the Supreme
Court's directive to include an additional 100 mil-
lion beneficiaries under food security programs,
will only exacerbate the financial burden. 

While the budgeted estimate for FY 2025-26 has
been set at `203,420 Crore, the actual expendi-
ture is expected to exceed this projection, just as
it has in previous years. 

Unless the government undertakes funda-
mental reforms, such as rationalising procure-
ment, improving targeting mechanisms, and
curbing inefficiencies, food subsidy will contin-
ue to spiral upwards.

Harilal Gandhi was addicted to alcohol. He
tried in vain to give up drinking but could
never kick the habit and eventually suc-

cumbed to the lethal disease called alcoholism.
He became a quotidian smoker. 

Gandhiji's son was also said to have commit-
ted adultery and for a brief turned an apostate
as he got converted to Islam to be known as
Abdullah Gandhi.

Tobacco and excessive consumption of alco-
hol lead to severe physical and psycho-
logical disorders. It has a deleterious
and debilitating effect on the human
body. Any individual can be addict-
ed to sex, substance, food (bulimia),
cinema, television, or even social
media. Such addictions weaken our
resolve diminish our aura and
deplete our physical and mental
energy.

Addiction is a compulsive, chron-
ic, physiological, or psychological
need for a habit-forming substance,
behaviour, or activity having harm-
ful physical, psychological, or social
effects and typically causing well-
defined symptoms (such as anxiety, irritability,
tremors, or nausea) upon withdrawal or absti-
nence.

Talking of smoking, some lawmakers came up
with outlandish theories stating that there is inad-
equate Indian evidence to correlate tobacco and
cancer.

WHO estimates that tobacco caused 8.5
Million deaths in 2024 and over 100 million
deaths over the 20th century. Similarly, the United
States Centres for Disease Control and Prevention
describes tobacco as "the single most important
preventable risk to human health in developed
countries and important cause of premature death
worldwide."

Smoking is a major risk factor for heart
attacks, strokes, chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD) including emphysema and
chronic bronchitis and cancer (particularly lung
cancer, cancers of the larynx and mouth, and pan-
creatic cancer).

Cigarettes sold in underdeveloped countries
tend to have higher tar content and are less like-
ly to be filtered, potentially increasing vulnera-
bility to tobacco smoking-related diseases in these
regions.

Given this grim scenario, how does one quit
smoking and or those addicted to Bacchus, give
up drinking? It is recommended to take up cours-
es in the Art of Living to combat these addictions. 

We need to breathe properly to increase our
Prana level to combat these addictions. The pivot
of the Art of Living Courses is the unique breath-
ing technique called the Sudarshan Kriya.

Sudarshan Kriya harmonises the rhythms of the
body and emotions and puts them back in tune
with the rhythms of nature.

Being in sync, we feel positive about ourselves,
love flows naturally in all relationships (say what
was lacking between Gandhiji and his son
Harilal Gandhi). 

Sudarshan Kriya's technique enables us to skill-
fully use the breath to feel positive about ourselves
and our lives and start having control over our

emotions. It reinforces the default rhythm
within an individual and negative emotions

of discontent and unhappiness get
purged.

Regular practice of Sudarshan Kriya,
pranayama, yoga, and meditation brings
about a 360-degree change in the per-
sonality of an addict or a person who
is only looking back in anger.

A renowned cardiologist from
Hyderabad, Dr Ramachandra of Sri Sri
Holistic Hospitals recommends
Sudarshan Kriya to all his patients for
a quick rehab. Further, he opines this
breathing technique is almost akin to
hyperventilation and relaxes an individ-

ual tremendously. Regular practice of this breath-
ing technique infuses energy, prana, and opti-
mism and puts a person in an auto mode
(default mode of nature).

We are cannonaded with almost 60,000 thou-
sand thoughts a day. Most of them are negative
in nature. Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar says
breath is like a string and your mind is like a kite.
Proper breathing ensures you float and do not
crash land in the journey of your life.

So let us breathe our problems away.
Conclusion
In a world where addiction to substances and
behaviors can erode physical and mental well-
being, finding effective ways to reclaim control
is essential. Harilal Gandhi’s struggles serve as a
stark reminder of how unchecked dependencies
can lead to suffering, not just for the individual
but for their loved ones as well. 

The impact of smoking, alcoholism, and other
addictions is undeniable, with grave conse-
quences on health and longevity. Yet, amidst this
challenge, hope lies in adopting holistic wellness
practices. Sudarshan Kriya, pranayama, yoga, and
meditation offer scientifically backed methods to
counter addiction and regain inner harmony. 

These techniques not only cleanse the body and
mind but also foster emotional resilience, allow-
ing individuals to break free from destructive
habits.

During a recent meeting, US President
Donald Trump praised Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, calling him "a

great leader." However, in the same breath,
Trump announced reciprocal tariffs on India,
labelling the country as the "tariff king" and "a
hard place to do business." He blamed India's
high tariffs for the growing trade deficit between
the two nations.

Trump's proposed reciprocal tariff policy
means that the US will impose equivalent tar-
iffs on countries that charge higher tariffs on
American exports. He argues that the US trade
deficit stems from high tariffs imposed by other
countries on US goods. The US exports goods
worth approximately $2 Trillion globally while
importing around $3.3 Trillion, leading to a trade
deficit of about $1 Trillion. The US has a trade
deficit with 57 countries, a trade surplus with
39, and negligible trade with 122. But is high tar-
iffs the primary cause of this deficit?
US Trade Deficit with Major
Countries
The United States has significant trade deficits
with several countries, with China leading the
list at a deficit of $300 Billion, resulting from
$148 Billion in exports and $448 Billion in
imports. Mexico follows with a trade deficit of
$157 Billion, as the US exports $323 Billion while
importing $480 Billion. Vietnam ranks third,
with a deficit of $109 Billion, based on $10
Billion in exports and $119 Billion in imports.
Other major trade deficit partners include
Germany ($86 Billion), Canada ($78 Billion),
Japan ($75 Billion), and Ireland ($66 Billion).
South Korea ($55 Billion), Taiwan ($50 Billion),
and India ($47 Billion) also contribute to the
overall trade imbalance. Additional countries
with notable trade deficits include Italy ($46
Billion), Thailand ($43 Billion), Malaysia ($28
Billion), Switzerland ($25 Billion), and Indonesia
($18 Billion). The remaining nations on the list
are Austria and France, each with a $14 Billion
deficit, Cambodia ($12 Billion), Sweden ($10
Billion), and Slovakia ($8 Billion). These figures
highlight the countries where the US imports sig-
nificantly more than it exports, contributing to
its overall trade deficit.
Is High Tariff the Reason for the
US Trade Deficit?
China, the country with which the US has the
highest trade deficit, has an effective tariff of just
3.07 per cent and a Most Favored Nation
(MFN) tariff of 3.09 per cent. Despite accusa-
tions of unfair trade practices and currency
manipulation, China has successfully posi-
tioned itself as the "factory of the world," offer-
ing competitively priced goods.

Mexico, the second-largest contributor to the
US trade deficit, is deeply integrated with the US
economy. Under the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA), most US prod-
ucts enter Mexico duty-free, provided they meet
rules-of-origin requirements. 

Despite this tariff-free access, the US still
records a $157 Billion trade deficit with Mexico,
showing that tariffs are not the root cause.

Vietnam has emerged as a manufacturing
powerhouse, with its exports tripling from
$124 Billion in 2012 to $384 Billion in 2022. Yet,

its effective tariff rate
stands at just 1.07 per
cent, with an MFN rate of
4.98 per cent. The growth
of Vietnam's exports is
primarily due to low
labour costs, streamlined
supply chains,  and
favourable trade agree-
ments rather than high
tariffs.

Similarly, Germany,
which exports and
imports roughly $1.6

Trillion worth of goods annually, has an effec-
tive tariff of 1.44 per cent, almost the same as
the US's 1.54 per cent. Despite these compara-
ble rates, the US still has an $86 Billion trade
deficit with Germany. 

This raises the question: if high tariffs were
the primary cause of trade deficits, why does the
US have such a significant gap with Germany?

Among the 20 countries with which the US
has the highest trade deficits, only South Korea
(8.88 per cent effective tariff) and India (11.36
per cent effective tariff) impose relatively high-
er tariffs. However, many of these countries
themselves have global trade deficits, meaning
other nations successfully export to them-even
when the US struggles.
The Real Cause of the US 
Trade Deficit
The primary reason for the US trade deficit is
not high tariffs abroad, but rather the changing
structure of the US economy. Over time, the US
has shifted away from low-cost, labour-intensive
manufacturing, outsourcing these industries to
other countries while focusing on high-tech and
specialised production.

Moreover, many US multinational corpora-
tions manufacture abroad and re-import goods,
which increases the trade deficit. However, the
royalties and profits earned by these companies
are not factored into trade deficit calculations.

Additionally, the US services trade is often
overlooked. In 2022, the US exported $900
Billion worth of services while importing $671

Billion, resulting in a $200 Billion services trade
surplus-which offsets part of the goods deficit.

Economic research has shown that imposing
high tariffs does not necessarily boost manufac-
turing or enhance economic integration. 

While it may be a politically attractive move,
trade wars often lead to long-term economic
damage. Trump's decision to escalate tariffs will
shape global trade dynamics in the coming years,
and its real impact remains to be seen.
Conclusion
The US trade deficit is a complex issue influ-
enced by multiple factors beyond high tariffs.
While President Trump has targeted countries
like India for their tariff policies, data shows that
the largest trade imbalances exist even with
nations that have low tariffs, such as China,
Mexico, and Germany. 

This suggests that tariffs are not the primary
cause of the deficit. Instead, the shift in the US
economy toward high-tech industries, out-
sourcing of manufacturing, and global supply
chain strategies play a more significant role. 

Additionally, US multinational corporations
manufacture goods abroad and re-import them,
further widening the trade gap.

The services sector, which generates a trade
surplus for the US, is often overlooked in trade
deficit discussions. Economic research suggests
that imposing high tariffs does not necessarily
revive domestic manufacturing but can lead to
broader economic consequences. 

As Trump’s tariff policies unfold, their long-
term impact on global trade and the US econ-
omy remains uncertain.

In 2023, the US-India bilateral trade in goods
and services stood at $190.08 Billion ($123.89
Billion in goods and $66.19 Billion in services
trade). That year, India's merchandise exports
to the US stood at $83.77 Billion, while imports
were $40.12 Billion, leaving a trade gap of $43.65
Billion in favour of India.

The country's services export to America was
$36.33 Billion in 2023, while imports were aggre-
gated at $29.86 Billion. The trade gap (difference
between imports and exports) was $6.47 Billion
in favour of New Delhi.

During 2021-24, America was the largest trad-
ing partner of India. The US is one of the few
countries with which India has a trade surplus.

India has received $67.8 Billion in foreign
direct investments from America during April
2000 and September 2024.

Thus India will have to diversify its export bas-
ket and reduce its American-centric approach
to tide over the loses that might result from the
Trump imposed tariffs.

RAVI
VALLURI

ANANT 
SWARUP

Trump’s reciprocal tariffs and the US
trade deficit: A deeper look

Holistic approach to
overcoming addiction
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India’s food subsidy bill continues to rise despite budget projections suggesting otherwise. Without structural reforms in procurement and distribution,
the financial strain on the exchequer is set to escalate, raising concerns about the long-term sustainability of India’s food security programmes

(The author a policy analyst. The views expressed 
are personal)

(The writer is the CEO of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He is a faculty of the Art of

Living; views are personal)
(The author is former Additional Secreatry, Department of

Commerce; views are personal)

UTTAM 
GUPTA

Spiralling food subsidy: The urgent need for reform
FIRSTColumn
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(Grant-in-Aid Institute under Department of Atomic Energy, Government of India)

Himachal Pradesh State Elatricity Board 

Limited 

Shimla: Himachal Pradesh State Electrity Board Limited is 

celebrating Electricity Safety Awareness Week across the state 

nowadays. During this awareness week, various awareness 

activities are being organized not only to the employees of the 

Electricity Board about their safety, while the general public of the 

state is also being made aware about the protection of sky 

electricity, domestic power current and other power commotion. 

Today, on the sixth day of this week, the Chief Engineer Electricity 

Operations, Shimla was also made aware of the security of the 

board in the Samarhil power sub -center of the board. On this 

occasion, Advisor of Electricity Board, Anurag Parashar said that 

the correct information of electricity equipment and its security in 

power safety can only help the power consumers and electrical 

employees to protect the power consumer and the power 

employees from power deficiency. He said that more and more 

information should be provided to the common power consumer. 

He requested electrical consumers to get information about 

Earthing, BIS SSVICH power wires and other electrical safety 

equipment.

CSR ACTIVITY: Donation Of Ambulance By 

Sbi 

Chandigarh: Under CSR initiative, State Bank of India, 

Chandigarh Circle donated an ambulance to Serve Humanity, 

Serve God Charitable Trust in the presence of Shri. Binod Kumar 

Mishra, Deputy Managing Director (HR & CDO), Shri. Rajeev 

Kumar, Chief General Manager, (HR), Corporate Centre 

Mumbai, Shri. Krishan Sharma, Chief General Manager, SBI 

Chandigarh Circle, staff members of Local Head Office and 

representatives from the NGO. The NGO headed by Shri. 

Swaranjeet Singh (President) operates from Village Madenhari, 

Kharar, Punjab focusing on rehabilitating and supporting spinal 

cord injury (SCI) patients. The NGO gives free of cost treatment. 

Through this endeavor the Bank has emphasized its commitment 

to Corporate Social Responsibility. This initiative is a part of SBI’s 

CSR endeavours, reflecting our deep-rooted commitment to 

community welfare.  

The Indian Bank Officers Association (AIBOC), 

Chandigarh organized 

Chandigarh: Association Organized International Women's Day 

and Distributed Sewing Machines The Indian Bank Officers 

Association (AIBOC), Chandigarh organized a grand celebration 

of International Women's Day (Sheroes 3.0) and Holi Milan 

Samaroh on Sunday, March 9 at Hotel Turquoise, Chandigarh.The 

event commenced with the presentation of floral bouquets to Mr. 

S.K. Ghoshal ( General Manager)and Mr. Sankar Raju V (Deputy 

General Manager) .  

On the occasion of International Women's Day a seminar was 

organized by Staff Training Centre, Panchkula Punjab National 

Bank for retired women staff members. The event was presided 

over by Gurpinder Kaur Chief Manager. 

W.E.E.D initiative launched to empower women 

entrepreneurs 

Mohali: The Women Entrepreneurship Ecosystem 

Development (W.E.E.D) initiative, a structured one-year 

program dedicated to fostering women-led start-ups, was 

officially unveiled at an event held at Mohali. W.E.E.D, is a brain 

child of Navneet Kaur Dhillon, a former Femina Miss India 

World, actress, and entrepreneur. She said,“W.E.E.D initiative 

is designed to address key areas vital for business where we will 

provide women entrepreneurs access to a strong network of 

mentors, investors, and experts.” Chairman and CEO of Punjab 

Angels Network which  owns W.E.E.D as its subsidiary, said: 

“Through W.E.E.D, we will facilitate collaborations and 

partnerships for expanding reach. Through investor engagement, 

we will link high-potential women-led start-ups with investors 

for business scaling.”
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Paris

Military officials from more than 30
nations will take part in Paris talks

on the creation of an international
security force for Ukraine, a French
military official said Monday.

Such an international force would aim
to dissuade Russia from launching
another offensive after any ceasefire in
Ukraine comes into effect.

The long list of participants in
Tuesday’s discussions will also include
Asian and Oceania nations that will join
remotely, the French official said. 

The international makeup of the
meeting offers an indication of how
broadly France and Britain – which are
working together on plans for the force
— are casting their net as they aim to
build what the French official described
as a coalition of nations “able and
willing” to be part of an effort to
safeguard Ukraine in the event of a
ceasefire.

The French military

official spoke to The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity to discuss the
blueprint for the force that is shrouded in
secrecy and the Paris talks that will
consider it.

The force being envisaged by France
and Britain would aim to reassure
Ukraine and deter another large-scale
Russian offensive after any ceasefire, the
official said. It could include heavy
weaponry and weapons stockpiles that
could be rushed within hours or days to
aid in Ukraine’s defense in the event of a
Russian attack that shatters any truce, the
official said.

The French-British blueprint will be
presented to military officials from more
than 30 nations in the first part of
Tuesday’s talks, the official said.

The talks’ second part will include
“more precise and concrete” discussions
where the participants will be invited to
say whether and how their militaries
might be able to contribute, the official
said. “It’s not, This is what we need,’” the

official said. “It’s more, What are you
bringing to the pot?’”

The official stressed, however, that the
ultimate decision on whether nations
take part in the force would be taken at a
political level, by government leaders.

Chiefs of staff — or, in Canada’s case,
their representative — from nearly all of
32 nations of the NATO military alliance
will attend the Paris discussions. Three
NATO nations will be absent but were
invited: The United States, Croatia and
Montenegro, the official said.

Also attending will be the chiefs of
staff of Ireland and Cyprus and a
representative from Austria — all nations
that are not NATO members but are in
the European Union.
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Pak Prez presses for strengthening
capacities to deal with terrorism
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Islamabad

Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari on
Monday pressed for strengthening
security capacities and enhancing the

capabilities of law enforcement agencies to
deal with the increasing cases of extrem-
ism and terrorism.

Addressing a joint session of the parlia-
ment at the beginning of the second par-
liamentary year amidst protests by the
opposition led by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf,
Zardari also asked parliament to tackle
“deprivation and inequality” to address the
issue of terrorism.

Zardari said that the authorities were
aware of the “external support and fund-
ing” that terrorists were getting and caus-
ing human and financial losses to Pakistan
but also emphasised to address the local
factors. He, however, did not name any
country or organisation.

“At the same time, we should not for-
get that militancy finds roots in depriva-
tion and inequity, so we must focus on the
development of regions most affected by
terrorism and create employment,” the
president said.

“Parliament needs to play a role in
rebuilding a consensus to tackle extrem-
ist ideologies as well as the militancy that
supports such violence,” he said.

In view of the current internal and exter-
nal security challenges, Pakistan needs to
strengthen its security capabilities and
enhance the capacity of the law enforce-
ment agencies to effectively deal with ter-
rorism, Zardari said.

He also urged the government to pro-
mote good governance and political eco-
nomic stability, while appreciating it for
improving the economic outlook of the
country.

Zardari also said that the high rate of
population growth along with strategic
drift in the administrative machinery
increased governance issues manifold and
asked the parliament to work seriously by
playing its role in a real re-set of the gov-
ernance and service delivery outcomes.

“As far as the government is concerned,
ministries too need to redefine their
vision and objectives, and understand that
pressing issues faced by the people of
Pakistan have to be resolved within a cer-
tain time frame,” he said. “We need to
deliver tangible benefits to restore the trust
of the people in democratic institutions.”

“I would urge all of you to empower our
people, make decisions of national impor-
tance with consensus, encourage domes-
tic and international investments for eco-
nomic growth and job creation, foster
social and economic justice, and ensure
fairness and transparency in our system,”
he said. He also highlighted the importance
of investments in infrastructure, education,
healthcare, and economic opportunities to
address the sense of deprivation of the
masses and also talked about improving
the taxation system and reforming the IT
industry.

He urged the federal and provincial 
governments to increase allocations for 
the education sector in the upcoming bud-
get and provide more opportunities

through scholarships and financial assis-
tance programs.

Zardari noted that Pakistan must aim for
stability and self-sufficiency in food pro-
duction and called for the agriculture sec-
tor to be strengthened to ensure sustain-
able water management and to manage the
“growing threats of climate change”.

While speaking about the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and
Gwadar Port, he said the two projects
remained central to Pakistan’s vision of
connectivity.

“These projects must be fully realized so
that Pakistan can serve as a gateway for
international trade, linking Central Asia,
South Asia, and the Middle East,” he said.

The president said that Pakistan would
further cement its All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership with China and
continue to support the One-China Policy.

The president also reiterated Pakistan’s
support for the people of Kashmir and the
country’s commitment to the Palestinian
cause.

Opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
created a ruckus by shouting slogans and
protesting throughout the speech of the
president against the alleged rigging of last
year’s elections and political victimization
of its leaders, including the imprisonment
of party founder Imran Khan.  

Zardari, who is serving as the country’s
president for the second time, has already
addressed the joint sitting of parliament
seven times, including once during the pre-
sent regime last year, which is a constitu-
tional duty of a president.

Over 30 nations likely to participate in Paris
planning talks on security force for Ukraine

North Korea fires several ballistic
missiles into sea 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Seoul

North Korea fired several ballistic missiles into the sea on
Monday, South Korea’s military said, hours after South
Korean and US troops kicked off their large annual com-

bined drills, which the North views as an invasion rehearsal.
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said the missile firings, North

Korea’s fifth missile launch event this year, were detected from
the North’s Hwanghae province but gave no further details such
as how far they flew. Earlier Monday, the South Korean and US
militaries began their annual joint military exercises, which are
scheduled to last 11 days.

The Freedom Shield command post exercise began after the
South Korean and US militaries paused live-fire training while
Seoul investigates how two of its fighter jets mistakenly
bombed a civilian area during a warm-up drill last week.

The drills’ start drew the condemnation of nuclear-armed
North Korea, which issued a government statement calling the
exercises a “dangerous provocative act” that increases the risks
of military conflict. About 30 people were injured, two of them
seriously, when two South Korean KF-16 fighter jets mistaken-
ly fired eight MK-82 bombs on a civilian area in Pocheon, a town
near the North Korean border, on Thursday.
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VIT-AP UNIVERSITY’S GRAND CONCLUSION OF VITOPIA 2025
ANNUAL SPORTS AND CULTURAL FESTIVAL
Amaravati: The VITOPIA 2025 Annual Sports
and Cultural Festival concluded successfully
on March 9, 2025. On this occasion, the
University Chancellor, Dr G Viswanathan,
emphasised the importance of promoting
sports and cultural activities along with
academics and expressed the university’s
support for these initiatives. 

GURU NANAK DEV UNIVERSITY WON 1ST RUNNERS UP
TROPHY AT NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL

Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University won the
first runners-up trophy of 38th Inter University
National Youth Festival 2024-25, held at Amity
University, Noida in Uttar Pradesh. This
prestigious event, organised under the banner of
the Association of Indian Universities (AIU),
witnessed participation from over 2500 students
across 148 universities in India, showcasing
exceptional talent in various cultural disciplines.

ADMISSION TO GURU NANAK DEV UNIVERSITY ONLINE
COURSES TILL MARCH 31
Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University has
extended the last date for admission to University
Grants Commission — Distance Education
Bureau (UGC-DEB) entitled online programs for
the current academic session (Jan-March 2025)
until 31st March 2025, as per the latest UGC-DEB notification. 

VICE-CHANCELLOR PROF (DR) KARAMJEET SINGH
ESTABLISHED THE ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY ON GNDU

Amritsar: Under the visionary leadership of Prof (Dr)
Karamjeet Singh, VC, Guru Nanak Dev University, the
university is proud to establish the Animal Welfare
Society on campus. This initiative reflects GNDU’s
commitment to fostering a compassionate and
responsible approach to animal welfare while
promoting a holistic learning environment.

INBRIEF

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi 

In a significant step towards strength-
ening India’s Power Grid and foster-
ing innovations in renewable energy

integration, Union Minister of Power and
Housing and Urban Affairs, Manohar Lal,
inaugurated GRIDCON 2025 — The
International Conference cum Exhibition
on March 9, 2025. 

The grand event was held at IICC,
Yashobhoomi, Dwarka, New Delhi in the
presence of Union Minister of State for
Power and New and Renewable Energy,
Shripad Yesso Naik. 

GRIDCON 2025 is organised by the
Power Grid Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID) from March 9 to March
11, 2025, under the patronage of the
Ministry of Power and in association with
CIGRE India. The inaugural event was
graced by prominent power sector profes-
sionals from across the world. It was
attended by RK Tyagi, Chairman and
Managing Director (CMD) of POWER-
GRID, along with Directors and senior

officials from the Ministry of Power,
POWERGRID, and other public sector
undertakings (PSUs) in the energy sector. 

Over 2,000 conference delegates, 150
technical papers, 150 exhibition compa-
nies, and representatives from 30 coun-
tries, making GRIDCON 2025 a truly
international event. Industry leaders,
researchers, academicians, and global
experts in power transmission, distribu-
tion, and smart energy solutions relted
matters were presented in the conclave.
The central theme of GRIDCON 2025 is
“Innovations in Grid Resilience”, focusing
on cutting-edge technologies, infrastruc-
ture advancements, and smart solutions
that will revolutionise: Renewable Energy
Integration, Grid Resilience and Stability,
Smart Asset Management, Digital
Transformation in the Power Sector. 

The event aims to create a collabora-
tive platform where industry experts, pol-
icymakers, and researchers can exchange
ideas, showcase innovations, and discuss
best practices for shaping the future of the
power grid.

Energy conclave Gridcon 2025 to
discuss issues in power sector

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal will on Thursday
hold discussions with export pro-

motion councils on trade issues amid the
threat of imposition of reciprocal tariffs
by the US, an industry official said 

In the meeting, exporters are expect-
ed to raise issues pertaining to the pro-
posed bilateral trade agreement between
India and the US, the official added.

The meeting assumes significance as
the minister has recently returned from
Washington after holding trade talks with
his US counterparts.

An industry official said the exporting
community is concerned about the threat
of the US to impose reciprocal tariffs as
it could impact India’s exports to
America, which is its largest trading part-
ner. However, they added that if the US
would give duty concessions under the
proposed trade agreement to India, sec-
tors like textiles, handicrafts, leather, and
gems and jewellery would get a boost.

US Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick has said that India should open

its agri sector also.
India has by and large protected the

agri sector in all the free trade agreements
as the segment involves the protection of
the interest of millions of domestic
farmers, who are engaged in sustenance
farming. Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal on Monday told a
Parliamentary panel that negotiations are
still on and no agreement on trade tar-
iffs has been reached so far between India
and the US.

The Commerce Secretary briefed the
Parliamentary Committee on External
Affairs on US President Donald Trump’s
recent claims that India has agreed to
reduce its tariffs “way down” while
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri briefed
the committee on China and Europe.

India has not committed to anything
on trade tariffs to the US, he told 
the panel.

Last week, US President Donald
Trump said India has agreed to cut its tar-
iffs “way down” as he reiterated his claim
that the country charges America mas-
sive tariffs that make it difficult to sell
products there. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The rupee depreciated by 36 paise to
close at a week’s low 87.31 against the
US dollar on Monday due to volatile

crude oil prices amid tariff uncertainties
worldwide and unabated outflow of for-
eign funds.

A weaker American currency failed to
support the local unit as a sell-off in the
domestic equity market hit the sentiment
adversely, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign exchange, the
rupee opened weak at 87.24 and touched
the day’s low of 87.36 amid intense volatil-
ity. The unit touched an intraday high of
87.16 before ending the session at 87.31
against the greenback, registering a loss of
36 paise from its previous closing level.

Earlier, the domestic currency had
recorded a steep single-day loss of 47 paise
against the dollar on February 25.

On Friday, the rupee appreciated 17
paise to close at 86.95 against the US dol-

lar. Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, was trading
lower by 0.15 per cent at 103.65.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark,
rose 0.28 per cent to $70.56 per barrel in

futures trade. Domestic equity markets
closed lower with the 30-share BSE Sensex
falling by 217.41 points, or 0.29 per cent,
to 74,115.17, and the Nifty losing 92.20
points, or 0.41 per cent, to close at
22,460.30. Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities worth Rs
485.41crore on a net basis on Monday,
according to exchange data.

The latest RBI data released on Friday
showed the country’s forex reserves
dropped by $1.781 billion to $ 638.698 bil-
lion in the week ended February 28. The
overall forex kitty had jumped by $ 4.758
billion to $ 640.479 billion in the previous
reporting week.

On the global macroeconomic froth, the
US Labour Department data on Friday
showed increased hiring activity in
February though the unemployment rate
rose slightly to 4.1 per cent. Economists say
the outlook remains cloudy with President
Donald threatening a trade war and purg-
ing the federal workforce. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Falling for the third day in a row, gold
prices retreated by `150 to `88,750
per 10 grams in the national capital

on Monday amid a weak trend in the over-
seas markets, according to the All India
Sarafa Association. The precious metal of
99.9 per cent purity had settled lower at
`88,900 per 10 grams on Friday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity slipped by
`150 to `88,350 per 10 grams from the
previous close of `88,500 per 10 grams.

Silver prices also declined by `250 to
`99,250 per kg, snapping the four-day win-
ning run. 

Comex gold futures for April delivery
fell 0.32 per cent to $ 2,904.80 per ounce
in the international markets. Meanwhile,
spot gold also fell 0.13 per cent to
$2,905.31 per ounce.

“Gold and silver saw profit-taking
from recent highs due to a rebound in US
bond yields. The US administration’s
decision to delay Mexico tariffs by a
month added to the cautious sentiment.
However, a weakening dollar, which fell
to a five-month low and recorded its worst
weekly decline since November 2022, pro-
vided tailwinds for gold and silver,” Rahul
Kalantri, VP Commodities, Mehta
Equities Ltd, said.

Silver futures for May delivery traded
lower at $ 32.80 per ounce. PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The government on Monday
sought Parliament nod to spend
a net additional `51,462.86 crore

in the current financial year ending
March, with a large chunk going
towards pension and subsidy fertiliser.

The gross additional spending
sought by the government is over
`6.78 lakh crore, of which `6.27 lakh
crore would be matched by savings
and receipts. The net additional
spending by the government would be
`51,462.86 crore in the current fiscal,
as per the second batch of
Supplementary Demands for Grants
tabled by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Lok Sabha.

The additional expenditure includes
`14,100 crore to the department of fer-
tilisers, including subsidies for urea and
P&K fertiliser. An additional allocation
of `13,449 crore has been provided for
the pension of government employees,
including `7,000 crore towards the
Unified Pension Scheme (UPS).

The total spending also includes a
defence pension of `8,476 crore and
`5,322 crore to the Department of
Telecommunications. 

An additional `2,186 crore 
funds have been allocated to the
agriculture department and `3,722
crore to the Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir for meeting
additional expenditure to meet the
resource gap. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Markets regulator SEBI has
notified a stricter regulatory
framework for small and
medium enterprise (SME)

IPOs by introducing a profitability
requirement and capping a 20 per cent
limit on offer-for-sale (OFS).

The reforms aim to provide SMEs with
a sound track record an opportunity to
raise funds from the public while protect-
ing investor interests.

This move follows a rise in SME issues,
which has driven significant investor
participation.

With regard to profitability criteria,
SEBIsaid SMEs planning to launch an IPO
are required to have a minimum operat-
ing profits (earnings before interest,
depreciation and tax or EBITDA) of Rs 1
crore for at least two out of the three pre-
vious financial years.

Also, the OFS component by selling
shareholders in SME IPOs has been
capped at 20 per cent of the total issue size.
Additionally, selling shareholders will
not be allowed to offload more than 50 per
cent of their existing holdings, SEBI said

in a notification dated March 4. Further,
promoters’ shareholding over the
Minimum Promoter Contribution (MPC)
would be subject to a phased lock-in peri-
od. Half of the excess holding would be
released after one year, while the remain-
ing 50 per cent would be unlocked after
two years.

The allocation methodology for non-
institutional investors (NIIs) in SME
IPOs would be aligned with the approach
followed in main-board IPOs to ensure
uniformity. 

“Further SEBIhas increased the mini-
mum application size for SME IPO to two
lots making entry stricter to avoid unnec-
essary speculation in SME IPO. This
would help protect the interest of gullible
investors who generally invest looking at
the escalating share price,” Makarand M
Joshi, founder and Partner of corporate
compliance firm MMJC and Associates,
said. The amount allocated for general
corporate purpose (GCP) in SME IPOs
has been capped at 15 per cent of the total
issue size or Rs 10 crore, whichever is
lower.

SME issues will not be permitted to use
IPO proceeds to repay loans taken from

promoters, promoter groups, or related
parties, whether directly or indirectly.

“Objects of the issue should not con-
sist of repayment of loan taken from the
promoter, promoter group or any related
party, from the issue proceeds, directly or
indirectly,” SEBI said

The Draft Red Herring Prospectus
(DRHP) for SME IPOs must be made
available for public comments for 21 days.
Issuers will be required to publish
announcements in newspapers and
include a QR code for easy access to the
DRHP.

Joshi said DRHP pertaining to IPO on
the SME segment, which was till now
cleared by the stock exchange, would now
be available for public comment on the
SME exchange, website of the issuer and
merchant banker to the issue. The pub-
lic would be made aware by way of a pub-
lic advertisement that SME IPO DRHP is
available for public comment.

This would allow the public at large to
submit comments or raise complaints on
draft red herring prospectus of companies
going for IPO on small and medium
enterprises segment, he added.

SME companies would be allowed to

raise funds through further issues with-
out migrating to the main board, provid-
ed they comply with the SEBI (LODR)
rules applicable to main Board-listed
entities.

“Where the post-issue paid-up capital
pursuant to further issue of capital,
including by way of rights issue, prefer-
ential issue, bonus issue, is likely to
increase beyond ̀ 25 crore, the issuer may
undertake further issuance of capital
without migration from SME exchange to
the main board, subject to the issuer
undertaking to comply with the provisions
of LODR Regulations, 2015, as applicable
to companies listed on the main board of
the stock exchange(s),” the regulator said.
SME-listed entities will have to comply
with related party transaction (RPT)
norms applicable to the main board-list-
ed companies.

To give this effect, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has
notified ICDR (Issue of Capital and
Disclosure Requirement) Rules. 

Driven by the strong performance of
India’s equity markets, the number of pub-
lic issues by SMEs has significantly
increased over the past two years. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Domestic commercial vehicle
industry’s wholesale volumes
are expected to grow 3-5 per

cent year-on-year in FY26, rating firm
Icra said on Monday. This follows a flat
volume movement estimated in FY25,
marred by the demand slowdown in the
first half of the fiscal due to the gener-
al elections, it said in a statement.

“Resumption of construction and
infrastructure activities, steady rural
demand along with higher replacement
sales stemming out of ageing fleets and
government mandates are the likely dri-
ving factors to propel the said volume
expansion towards the end of FY2025
and through FY2026,” Icra Senior Vice
President and Co-Group Head Kinjal
Shah said. The sustained push in infra-
structure development, a steady
increase in mining activities and the
improvement in roads/highway connec-
tivity are expected to support volumes
going forward, she added. The replace-
ment demand would also remain
healthy, primarily due to the ageing
fleet, estimated at 10 years for the medi-
um and heavy commercial vehicles
(M&HCVs), and is expected to aid the
industry volume expansion in the
medium term, Shah stated.

Among the various sub-segments,
the M&HCV (trucks) wholesale vol-
umes are likely to grow by 0-3 per cent
year-on-year in FY26 after seeing a
flattish growth or marginal contrac-
tion in FY25, Icra said. Wholesale vol-
umes for the domestic light commer-
cial vehicles (LCV trucks) are expect-
ed to see a modest 3-5 per cent YoY
expansion in FY26.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Industry bodies representing online
real money gaming companies, AIGF,
EGF and FIFS, have jointly signed a

“code of ethics” which their member
companies will adopt for promoting user
safety and responsible gaming practices,
including KYC verification, spending
limit etc, a join statement said on
Monday. The members of these gaming
industry bodies include Dream11,
My11Circle, Khelo Fantasy Live, SG11
Fantasy, WinZO, Games24X7, Junglee
Games etc. “The All India Gaming
Federation (AIGF), the Federation of
Indian Fantasy Sports (FIFS), and the E-
Gaming Federation (EGF), today joint-
ly signed a ‘Code of Ethics’ (CoE)

“The CoE is aimed at enforcing con-
sistent standards of user safety across the
industry through the implementation of
responsible gaming and advertising poli-
cies and mandates annual third-party
audits and comprehensive reporting
mechanisms to ensure accountability and
transparency,” the statement said.

The statement claimed that CoE has
been created based on global best prac-
tices and lays down a strong framework
for responsible gaming, such as age-gat-
ing, adopting stringent KYC and enabling
user-set spending limits and self-exclu-
sion. “It will apply to all online gaming

operators who are members of the fed-
erations and offer skill-based real-money
gaming services in India and safeguard
the interests of over 50 crore Indian
gamers,” the statement said.

The Ministry of Electronics and IT are
yet to execute online gaming rules that
were released in April 2023.

Tamil Nadu has earlier banned Real
Money Games (RMG) but in February
issued stringent rules to regulate these
platforms, including a ban on minors
from playing on these platforms, spend-
ing limit, blank hours from 12 am mid-
night to 5 am when no login in the games
should be allowed.

The CoE signed by the gaming indus-
try bodies includes age gating, no oper-
ations in restricted states, and a robust
KYC mechanism, safeguarding data,
appropriate management of player funds,
ensuring integrity and fairness in game-
play. “Through collaboration with other
industry federations, we are setting new
benchmarks for ethical gaming, strength-
ening the credibility of India’s online
gaming sector, and building a sustainable,
globally competitive ecosystem.” All
India Gaming Federation (AIGF) CEO
Roland Landers said.

E-Gaming Federation (EGF) CEO
Anuraag Saxena said that national inter-
est, consumer interest, and the industry’s
interest have all suffered too long.

SEBI tightens norms for SME IPOs Goyal to discuss trade
issues with export councils

Rupee sinks 36 paise against US dollar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The Reserve Bank will continue to
promote innovations in payment
systems with soft touch regulations

within regulatory guardrails and expand
the reach of UPI for more efficient cross-
border payments, Governor Sanjay
Malhotra said on Monday.

In his address at the Inauguration of
Digital Payments Awareness Week 2025
here, the governor said apart from the RBI,
the government and other important
stakeholders like banks and payment sys-
tem operators have also taken a number
of initiatives to encourage the adoption of
digital payments.

“While these efforts have produced
results, as visible in the huge growth of dig-
ital payments, there is still a lot more to
be done. Going forward, we will work on
three broad areas,” he said.

The areas are soft-touch regulations to
continue promoting innovation, promote
awareness generation, and more efficient
cross-border payments.

“We will continue to encourage innova-
tion while promoting safety and security
through soft touch regulations,” the RBI
chief said and added that the central bank
has adopted a soft-touch approach to reg-
ulating the payments ecosystem and fin-
techs.

With these regulations, he said the RBI
attempts to balance these divergent sets
of expectations. “Our approach has been
to put in place regulatory guardrails 
within which all stakeholders are free to
operate.”

While mentioning that initiatives to
encourage the adoption of digital payments
have produced results, Malhotra said
there is still a lot more to be done.

On cross-border payments, the gover-
nor said while in domestic payments, the
success of UPI has propelled India to a
leadership position with a share of 48.5 per
cent in global real-time payments by vol-
ume, “we will endeavour to make cross-
border payments more efficient”.

As per a World Bank report, it has been
estimated that in 2024, India received
remittances totalling approximately USD
130 billion.

“We need to address the challenges of
high cost, slow speed, and insufficient
access and transparency in cross border
payments...We will continue to expand the
reach of UPI bilaterally by linking UPI with
fast payment systems of other countries,”
Malhotra said.

The RBI will also explore the possibil-
ity of linking payment systems other than
UPI to facilitate efficient cross-border pay-
ments. “We will continue our engagement
in a multilateral project called Project

Nexus to enable instant cross-border
retail payments,” he added.

Malhotra further said though much
progress has been made in the develop-
ment, spread and adoption of digital pay-
ments, there is a lot of scope to further
deepen and expand digital payments in the
country.

In January 2025, more than 20 billion
payments worth almost Rs 250 trillion
were made in India through digital modes.
Digital payments have become the pre-
ferred mode of payment for many of us.

“However, surveys have shown that
nearly 40 per cent of our adult population
still do not use digital payments. One of
the main reasons for this is the lack of
awareness or familiarity with using digi-
tal payments,” he said.

The 5th Digital Payments Awareness
Week (DPAW) is being observed from
March 10 to 16.

DPAW is an initiative to highlight the
impact and importance of digital payments
and to create awareness about the safe
usage of digital payment products.

Under the mission ‘Har Payment Digital’,
the theme for the current year is ‘India Pays
Digitally’.

This theme reflects India’s transforma-
tive journey toward a digitally empowered
citizenry, with the ubiquity and conve-
nience of digital payments, the RBI said.

RBI to push payment innovations, says Governor

Domestic
commercial
vehicle volumes
to grow 3-5 
per cent: Report

Real money gaming industry
bodies issue code of ethics 

Gold falls `150
to `88,750 

Government
seeks Parliament
nod to spend 
`51,463 Crore 
extra in FY25
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bengaluru

Mumbai City FC will need a point
against Bengaluru FC to qualify
for the Indian Super League (ISL)

play-offs when the two sides face each
other here on Tuesday.

Placed seventh with 33 points, Mumbai
City need just a draw to edge past the sixth-
positioned Odisha FC (33 points) and fin-
ish on top-six. 

The Islanders, however, are winless in
their previous four games, drawing and
losing twice each. 

The Blues have already made the cut for
the top-six, and are presently fourth in the
standings with 38 points from 23 games.

The Blues have faced losses in three of
their last four encounters against the
Islanders, failing to find the back of the net
thrice on the bounce, which are arguably
unwanted records they will want to set
clear before the playoffs begin.

Talismanic Sunil Chhetri, who has
decided to come out of international
retirement to help the national team qual-
ify for the 2027 Asian Cup, has convert-
ed four spot-kick this season, and if he
scores against Mumbai City FC, he will
become the first player to reach 10 goals

against the Islanders in the ISL. 
The two sides have played 17 matches

so far, with Bengaluru FC winning six
games and Mumbai City FC emerging vic-
torious nine times. Two games have pro-
duced draws. Bengaluru FC head coach
Gerard Zaragoza said that the Islanders will
present a tough challenge in the 
coming game.

“Mumbai City FC will play this match
like one final. It’s difficult to play against
teams like this, but we want to win this
game,” he said.

Mumbai City FC head coach Petr
Kratky too acknowledged the strength of
Bengaluru FC.

“Bengaluru FC are a good side. They
have quality in them and there is a reason
why they are in the playoffs,” he said.

Mumbai City eye ISL play-offs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Hockey India has announced a
record prize pool of Rs 12
crore for its seventh Annual

Awards for which 32 players have been
nominated across eight categories. 

The event is scheduled to be held on
Saturday here, to celebrate the finest
performances of the 2024 season.

One of the key highlights is the cov-
eted Balbir Singh Sr Award for Player
of the Year, which will honour the best
male and female players. 

Young players have also been given
the spotlight, with Jugraj Singh Award
for Upcoming Player of the Year (Men)
and the Asunta Lakra Award for
Upcoming Player of the Year (Women).

In addition, individual excellence
across various positions will be recog-

nised through awards such as Baljit
Singh Award for Goalkeeper of the
Year, Pargat Singh Award for Defender
of the Year, Ajit Pal Singh Award for
Midfielder of the Year, and Dhanraj
Pillay Award for Forward of the Year.

This year’s awards will commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of Indian
men’s team’s historic World Cup victo-
ry on the same date in 1975 — the
country’s first and only world title to
date. Adding to the significance, 2025
marks 100 years of Indian hockey, as
the country became affiliated with the
International Hockey Federation (FIH)
on November 7, 1925.  India’s Olympic
bronze medal-winning team will be
felicitated, along with the men and
women teams that won the Asian
Champions Trophy last year. 

The Junior Asia Cup-winning men

and women teams will also be hon-
oured during the award ceremony.

“The Hockey India 7th Annual
Awards 2024 is a celebration of the
extraordinary talent we have in Indian
hockey. It’s not just about recognising
individual achievements but honour-
ing the collective spirit of Indian hock-
ey that has shone through in 2024,” HI
president Dilip Tirkey said in a state-
ment. Nominees for Hockey India
Annual Awards 2024 are:

Hockey India Baljit Singh Award for
Goalkeeper of the Year 2024: Bichu
Devi Kharibam, Krishan Bahadur
Pathak, PR Sreejesh, Savita. 

Hockey India Pargat Singh Award for
Defender of the Year 2024: Sanjay, Amit
Rohidas, Harmanpreet Singh, Udita.

Hockey India Ajit Pal Singh Award
for Midfielder of the Year 2024:

Jarmanpreet Singh, Hardik Singh,
Nilakanta Sharma, Sumit.  Hockey
India Dhanraj Pillay Award for
Forward of the Year 2024: Lalremsiami,
Abhishek, Sukhjeet Singh, Navneet
Kaur. Hockey India Asunta Lakra
Award for Upcoming Player of the Year
(Women – Under 21): Beauty
Dungdung, Deepika, Vaishnavi Vithal
Phalke, Sunelita Toppo. Hockey India
Jugraj Singh Award for Upcoming
Player of the Year (Men – Under 21):
Arshdeep Singh, Amir Ali, Shardanand
Tiwari, Araijeet Singh Hundal.  Hockey
India Balbir Singh Sr Award for Player
of The Year (Women): Savita Punia,
Salima Tete, Sangita Kumari, Navneet
Kaur.   Hockey India Balbir Singh Sr
Award for Player of The Year (Men):
Abhishek, Hardik Singh, Harmanpreet
Singh, Sukhjeet Singh. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Birmingham

Grappling with injuries, health
setbacks and poor form,
Indian shuttlers will face one
of their toughest challenges

when they aim to capture the elusive All
England Championships beginning
here on Tuesday.

Since Prakash Padukone’s historic win
in 1980 and Pullela Gopichand’s tri-
umph in 2001, no Indian has managed
to capture the coveted All England title
— one of the sport’s most prestigious
crowns after the Olympics and World
Championships.

In the past two decades, Indian bad-
minton has soared to new heights, with
stars like PV Sindhu, Saina Nehwal, and
Kidambi Srikanth claiming major titles.

However, none have been
able to conquer the All England
Championships, despite their numerous
successes on the world stage. Saina and
Lakshya Sen came close in 2015 and
2022, finishing as runners-up, while
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand
reached the semifinals in consecutive
editions.  Every year, the Indian contin-
gent sets its sights on this historic title,
and yet, the elusive crown continues to
slip through their grasp. This year, the
challenge will be even greater as India’s

top shuttlers arrive in Birmingham
with a host of difficulties, including
injury concerns and inconsistent form.
After a disappointing Paris Olympics,
the Indian shuttlers struggled to get off
the mark in 2025. Sindhu faced injury
woes, HS Prannoy made a slow recov-
ery from a bout of chikungunya,
Lakshya Sen has battled poor form, and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy is coping with
the loss of his father who died last
month.

Sindhu, a two-time Olympic medal-
list, is back after recovering from a ham-

string injury that forced her withdraw-
al from last month’s Asia Mixed Team
Championships. 

The 29-year-old, who hired
Indonesian coach Irwanshyah Adi
Pratama in January, will face Korea’s Ga
Eun Kim in the opening round. A
potential second-round clash against
China’s Han Yue awaits, with Indonesia’s
Gregoria Mariska Tunjung likely to chal-
lenge her in the quarterfinals.

Lakshya, who was fourth at the Paris
Olympics, enjoyed a semifinal run in the
previous edition of the All England but

has struggled in the new season with
two first-round exits and a second-
round finish. 

The 23-year-old, who claimed bronze
at the 2021 World Championships,
will open his campaign against Japan’s
Koki Watanabe. A victory could set up
a showdown with Indonesia’s Jonatan
Christie in the second round.

Prannoy, who has slipped to World
No. 30 after a tough year, is yet to
progress beyond the second round in
2025. The 32-year-old, who was ham-
pered by chikungunya ahead of the Paris
Olympics, will open his campaign
against France’s Toma Junior Popov.

In men’s doubles, Asian Games cham-
pions Satwiksairaj and Chirag Shetty,
who are seeded 7th, have been India’s
most consistent performers, with strong
showings at Malaysia and India Opens
this year. The Indian duo will open
against Denmark’s Daniel Lundgaard
and Mads Vestergaard.

In women’s doubles, World No. 9
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand will
meet Chinese Taipei’s Shuo Yun Sung
and Chien Hui Yu, while Ashwini
Ponnappa and Tanisha Crasto will face
another Taipei pair — Pei Shan Hsieh
and En-Tzu Hung. Among other com-
petitors, Malvika Bansod will take on Jia
Min Yeo of Singapore.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

The Commonwealth Games
Federation (CGF) on
Monday changed its name to

Commonwealth Sport, saying it
was a transition from being a
governing body to becoming a
“movement”. The decision to
change its name was announced
on the occasion of Commonwealth
Day — March 10. 

“From Commonwealth Day 2025
onwards, the Commonwealth
Games Federation will be known as
Commonwealth Sport,” the govern-
ing body of the Commonwealth
Games and Commonwealth Youth
Games said in a media release. “The
Commonwealth Games Federation
(CGF) is changing its public brand
name to Commonwealth Sport.
This brand development signifies
the organisation’s transition from a
‘Sports Federation’ to a ‘Sports

Movement’,” it added.
Commonwealth Sport CEO Katie
Sadleir said, “The brand name
Commonwealth Sport demon-
strates a stronger, more unified pur-
pose that resonates with our audi-
ence on a deeper level.” 

The ‘Commonwealth Games
Federation’ will be retained as the
name of the legal entity only.
Meanwhile, King Charles, the
Patron of Commonwealth Sport,
will officially launch the inaugur-
al Commonwealth Sport King’s
Baton Relay for the Glasgow 2026
Commonwealth Games at
Buckingham Palace on the
Commonwealth Day on Monday.
King Charles will place his mes-
sage to the Commonwealth into
the first Baton, passing it to the
first batonbearer, Sir Chris Hoy,
and starting the relay with 500 days
to go to the Opening Ceremony of
Glasgow 2026. 

Indian shuttlers to face challenge
at All England Championships

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Milan

Napoli kept up the pressure on
Serie A leader Inter Milan as it
finally got back to winning ways

with a 2-1 victory over Fiorentina.
Romelu Lukaku on Sunday scored

one and set up the other for Giacomo
Raspadori to help Napoli move back to
within a point of Inter, which fought
back from two goals down to beat
Monza 3-2 on Saturday.

Atalanta proved it is very much
among the fray with a statement 4-0 win
at fourth-placed Juventus to close the
gap back to three points to Inter. 

According to statistics provider Opta,
it was the first time Juventus had lost a
league match at home by four goals in
nearly 60 years — since a loss by the
same score to Torino in October 1967.

Atalanta’s title credentials will be truly
tested next weekend when it hosts Inter.

Fiorentina’s hopes of making it into
the top four diminished after its fourth
loss in five league matches.

Napoli also came into the match on
a mediocre run, having drawn four of
its past five matches and losing the
other.

But the hosts took the lead in the 26th
minute following great work from Scott
McTominay as he cut inside from the

left and unleashed a shot that former
Manchester United teammate David de
Gea could only parry into the path of
Lukaku, who tapped in the rebound.

Giovanni Di Lorenzo hit the cross-
bar for Napoli as Fiorentina had De Gea
to thank for a number of impressive
saves that kept it in the match.

Napoli eventually doubled its lead on
the hour mark with a team move that
ended with Lukaku playing a through
ball for Raspadori to sweep into the bot-
tom right corner. Fiorentina pulled one
back six minutes later as a backheeled

flick from Moise Kean released Albert
Guðmundsson to drill low into the near
corner.
Head-to-Head

The match in Turin was a head-to-
head battle for third place, with just
three points separating Atalanta and
Juventus.

The league’s top scorer, Mateo
Retegui, gave Atalanta the lead in the
29th from the spot after United States
international Weston McKennie was
penalized for handball.  It was Retegui’s

22nd goal in Serie A this season —
seven more than nearest challenger
Kean.

A combination of the woodwork and
Juventus goalkeeper Michele Di
Gregorio prevented Atalanta from dou-
bling its lead on the stroke of halftime
but Marten de Roon did get the visitors’
second within a minute of the restart
after Ademola Lookman’s effort was
parried.

Davide Zappacosta all but sealed the
match in the 66th and Lookman capped
a fantastic performance from him and
Atalanta 11 minutes later.

That started a mass exodus of
Juventus fans and the ones who
remained loudly booed the team at 
full time.

Fast goal
Matías Soulé scored after only 22 sec-

onds to set Roma on its way to a 1-0 win
at relegation-threatened Empoli.

Opta said it was Roma’s fastest goal
in a Serie A match (since that data start-
ed being collected in 2004).

It was a fifth straight win in all com-
petitions for Roma, which visits Athletic
Bilbao in the second leg of the Europa
League round of 16 on Thursday.

Roma also extended its unbeaten run
in Serie A to 12 matches, leapfrogging
Fiorentina into seventh.

Hockey India announces record prize pool of `12 Crore 

Commonwealth Games
Federation renamed to
Commonwealth Sport

Inter Milan 2-1 victory over Fiorentin in Serie A
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The Health Ministry has instructed
the Indian Premier League to ban
all forms of tobacco and alcohol

promotions, including surrogate adver-
tisements, during the tournament begin-
ning March 22. In a letter to IPL chair-
man Arun Dhumal, Director General of
Health Services Atul Goel said cricket
players, who are role models to the
youth of India, should not be directly or
indirectly connected to any form of
tobacco or alcohol advertising.

“IPL should strictly implement the reg-
ulations banning all forms of
tobacco/alcohol advertising, including
surrogate advertisements, within the sta-
dium promises where the games and relat-
ed IPL games/events are held as well as
during telecast sessions on national tele-
vision,” Goel wrote.

“The sale of tobacco/alcohol products
in all affiliated events and sports facilities. 

“Discourage promotion of sportsper-
sons (including commentators) who
directly or indirectly endorse products
directly or indirectly linked to alcohol or
tobacco,” the letter stated.

Majority of the Indian population is
glued to television sets when the IPL is on,
making the tournament a darling of the
advertisers.  “India is experiencing a sig-
nificant burden of Non Communicable
disease Cardiovascular diseases, Cancer,
Chronic Lung Disease, Diabetes,
Hypertension etc. Which accounts for
more than 70 per cent deaths annually. 

“Tobacco and alcohol use are key risk
factors for NCDs. We rank second in
tobacco-related deaths worldwide; with
nearly 14 lakh annual deaths while alco-
hol is the most common psychoactive
substance used by Indians,” Goel said fur-
ther.

He added that cricketers have a moral
obligation to promote public health.

“Cricket players are role models for the
youngsters for promoting a healthy, active
lifestyle, IPL being the largest sports plat-
form in the country, has a social and
moral obligation to promote public health
and support health initiatives of the gov-
ernment,” added Goel. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dubai

New Zealand skipper Mitchell
Santner admitted that his Indian
counterpart Rohit Sharma’s excep-

tional knock was the difference between
the two teams in the Champions Trophy
final, and termed the four-wicket defeat
as a “bittersweet end.”

Rohit made a fluent 76 off 83 balls as
India chased down 252 in a close finish
here on Sunday. 

“I think the way Rohit Sharma played
kind of took it away from us, I think, obvi-
ously, India here understood the condi-
tions in Dubai perfectly and played some
good cricket. Yeah I guess it’s kind of bit-
tersweet at the end,” said Santner in the
post-match press conference.

Santner said he was “proud” of his side
despite the surrender in the title clash.

“I think we came up against a good side
in the final. We challenged at times
throughout this game, which was pleas-
ing and I think there were probably a cou-
ple of small moments where we let it get
away from us.

“But yeah, incredibly proud of this
group the way we’ve kind of gone about
it throughout this tournament,” he added.

Santner said the Kiwis were prepared
to tackle the DICS pitch and conditions,
which were vastly different from Lahore,

the venue of their semifinal win over
South Africa.  “I guess we just keep com-
ing up against India, which is always a
challenge. We knew the conditions were
going to be slightly different again from
the semifinal, but we were ready for that.

“I thought we still put in a pretty good
performance, and we took India deep. But
I guess there’s always a few moments in
every game, let alone every final, where
you can potentially look back at,” he said.

Santner also conceded that they missed
Matt Henry after he was ruled out of the

title clash with a shoulder injury.
Pacer Henry was the highest wicket-

taker in the event with 10 scalps. 
“He’s an outstanding bowler. We’ve seen

he seems to be able to nip it on wickets
that don’t look like they should nip so I
guess we missed that today. 

“I feel for Matty - he’s a massive team
man and he looked pretty distraught. You
know, we just kind of said, like, let’s do it
for him. He tried everything he could to
be ready for this game and unfortunate-
ly for us he wasn’t quite there,” he noted.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dubai

Superstar Virat Kohli says lessons
learned from tough defeats in past
ICC knock-out games have the

paved the way for India’s second major
title in less than 12 months.

India won the T20 World Cup in June
last year and on Sunday, they lifted the
Champions Trophy for the third time.

It was a total team effort from Rohit
Sharma’s men over the course of their
campaign in the UAE. 

“It’s been a long time since we’ve had
a Champions Trophy, and the format is
really good. This was our aim. After a
tough tour of Australia, we came here and
won a big tournament, which has once
again boosted our confidence as a team,”
Kohli told the host broadcaster. 

“Throughout the tournament, differ-
ent players stepped up in different
matches. There were moments in past
tournaments where we weren’t able to fin-
ish games or capitalise on crucial situa-
tions. But this time, we learned from
those experiences.”

The experience of Rohit and K L Rahul
towards the end got India over the line
in the final against New Zealand. 

“That’s why you back experienced
players - they have faced these moments
before, and when you apply those learn-

ings and work hard, you get a chance to
turn things around,” Kohli said. 

“The way KL (Rahul) finished in the
last two matches is a testament to that
experience. When you’ve been in those
situations before and couldn’t cross the
line, there’s always a desire to get anoth-
er opportunity and overcome it. And
that’s exactly what we did.”

India were by far the best team in the
combination. They picked as many as five
spinners and that worked well for them
on the slow wickets of Dubai. In the play-
ing eleven, India had four spin options. 

“One thing we kept emphasising
throughout the tournament was focus-
ing on our skills - how good we are, not
how good the opposition is. Despite all
the challenges, this is why you play the
game - for these big tournaments. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Karachi

The ICC’s failure to invite a Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) official on stage
for the closing ceremony of the

Champions Trophy has not gone down
well with the tournament host.

A source said that the PCB’s chief exec-
utive officer Sumair Ahmed, who was also
the director of the tournament, was pre-
sent at the venue but was not invited for
the ceremony.  Pakistan hosted an ICC
event after 29 years with all India games
scheduled in Dubai as part of the compe-
tition’s hybrid model. 

“PCB chairman Mohsin Naqvi didn’t
go to Dubai because of prior commitments
as federal minister for interior but the PCB
CEO was sent to represent Pakistan at the

final and closing presentation,” the source
said.   He said for some reason or misun-
derstanding, the PCB official was not
called on the podium, from where ICC

chairman Jay Shah, BCCI president Roger
Binny and secretary Devajit Saikia gave
away the medals, trophies, and jackets
to the players.

The source added that perhaps the CEO
might not have been able to communicate
properly to the ICC people responsible for
organising the final ceremony and was left
out.   Pakistan as hosts of the Champions
Trophy, thus, didn’t have any representa-
tive on the podium.

The PCB is expected to take up the mat-
ter with the ICC as to why its CEO was not
invited on stage for the closing ceremony.
Meanwhile, former fast bowler Shoaib

Akhtar also questioned the absence of PCB
officials from the post-match presentation
ceremony after the final of the tournament. 

“India has won the Champions Trophy
but I noticed there was no representative
from the PCB after the final. Pakistan was
hosting the Champions Trophy. I do not
understand it,” Akhtar said in a video post-
ed on social ‘X’.

“Why was nobody (from PCB) there to
present the trophy? It is beyond me. It is
something to think about. This is the world
stage, you should have been here. Feeling
very down to see that,” Akhtar added.
BCCI president Binny presented the white
jackets to India and the medals to match
officials, while ICC chairman Shah hand-
ed the trophy to Rohit Sharma and gave
the medals to the Indian players.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

England batter Harry Brook faces a
two-year ban from the IPL after
pulling out of his deal with Delhi

Capitals ahead of the tournament begin-
ning March 22. Brook, who has made
himself unavailable for the second straight
season, apologised “unreservedly” to the
franchise and its supporters. “I have made
the very difficult decision to pull out of
the upcoming IPL. I apologise unre-
servedly to the Delhi Capitals and their
supporters,” Brook wrote on social media. 

“It is a really important time for
England cricket and I want to fully com-
mit to preparing for the upcoming series.

“In order to do this, I need time to
recharge after the busiest period in my
career to date. I know not everyone will
understand, and I don’t expect them to,
but I have to do what I believe is right and
playing for my country remains my pri-
ority and focus.” England will play India
in a home Test series in June, which will
be followed by the much-anticipated
Ashes from November to January.

The 26-year-old Brook had earlier
withdrawn from the 2024 edition of IPL

following the death of his grandmother.
Any foreign player who missed the IPL

after getting picked at the auction faces
two-year ban from the IPL unless he is
injured. “Any (overseas) player who reg-
isters for (an) auction and, after getting

picked at the auction, makes himself
unavailable before the start of the season
will get banned from participating in the
IPL/IPL auction for two seasons,” as per
the BCCI document shared with
teams last year. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dubai

India skipper Rohit Sharma has dis-
missed the speculations about his
career after winning the ICC
Champions Trophy (CT), saying that

he is not quitting the ODI format anytime
soon. Since the tour of Australia, specu-
lations were rife about Rohit’s future in the
team as well as his position as captain but
a match-winning 76 in the final against
New Zealand on Sunday has given him a
new lease of life.

“I am not going to retire from this (ODI)
format. Going forward please don’t spread
rumours,” Rohit said at the post-match
press conference after India beat New
Zealand by four wickets to clinch the tro-
phy. He was expectedly quizzed about his
future plans and he said that things will
remain as it is.

“No future plans. Jo ho raha hain, woh
chalta jayega (Whatever is happening
will keep continuing),” Rohit added.

Rohit said his aggressive approach in
the Power Play segment was a decision
taken with a specific aim in mind. 

The Mumbai man flew off the blocks in
the first 10 overs making 49 before even-
tually getting out for a 83-ball 76. 

“I haven’t done anything different today
as I have been doing in the last 3-4 match-
es. I know how important it is to make runs
in Power Play because we have seen that
after 10 overs, it becomes very difficult

when the field spreads and spinners
come.” The nature of the Dubai pitch too
played its part in him adopting a quick fire
approach to batting. 

“It becomes tough also because the pitch
is already slow. So, it is very important for
you to take chances from the top. 

“I pick the bowler and where I can
charge him and where I can play the shot.
In that, you may not see that many big
runs. Today after that 10 overs, I changed
my game a bit. I had to play for a long
time,” he added. 

However, Rohit admitted that con-
tributing to the team’s win as a batter was
a very satisfying experience.  “You get a lot

of happiness when you win a match and
you make a contribution in it, it feels even
better. I made a lot of contributions in the
2019 World Cup, but we did not win.

“So, there was no fun in it. Even if you
make a sudden run and win the match, you
get more satisfaction and happiness. So, I
think it was very important for me to do
something and contribute and keep the
team in a winning position,” he noted.

The demotion of KL Rahul to No. 6 has
been discussed threadbare in recent times,
but Rohit said the management is delight-
ed to see the wicketkeeper batter making
consistent efforts in his new role. 

“It is very important for everyone to

contribute in their own way. When we dis-
cussed KL’s batting position, we discussed
quite deeply about how calm he is when
he is batting. The pressure doesn’t get to
him.

“We wanted that calmness in the mid-
dle order. Also, we wanted to use a left-
hander (Axar Patel) in the middle. That
actually worked out in both ways for us,”
he said. Rohit said Rahul’s contributions
have been important for the team despite
not scoring any big knocks. 

“KL has been doing a lot of challenging
work for the team for so many years now.
I am very happy with how he managed to
pull through this tournament and bat it in
the pressure situation — both in the semi-
finals and this game as well. 

“The contribution may not be 70-80, but
those 30-40s are very important for the
team. When you are chasing, it can get
tough. But with KL being there, we know
that he has got that mind where he keeps
himself calm and keeps the dressing room
also very calm,” he explained. 

The 37-year-old also praised Shreyas
Iyer for playing significant knocks from
No. 4.  “He is very, very important in that
middle phase for us. The partnerships with
all the batters who were batting with
him…That semifinal against Australia, 
his alliance with Virat was very
important. Even against Pakistan and New
Zealand, the league game that we played 
was important. 

I am not retiring from ODI format: Rohit We learned from past defeats
in ICC knock-out games: Kohli 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Manchester

Astunning double save from David
Raya denied Bruno Fernandes a dra-
matic late winner for Manchester

United against Arsenal in the Premier
League. 

Raya’s heroics salvaged a 1-1 draw for
Arsenal at Old Trafford but its Premier
League title looks all but out of reach with
runaway leader Liverpool 15 points clear
at the top of the standings. 

“I don’t want to say that, but today the
frustration is that we haven’t won our game.
We know the urgency and we are obligat-
ed to win every single match,” Arsenal man-
ager Mikel Arteta said after watching his
team drop points for a third straight
league game. 

And it could have been worse for sec-
ond-placed Arsenal if not for Raya’s bril-
liance. In added time the goalkeeper flung
himself in front of Fernandes’ effort from
close range and then leapt to his feet to claw
the spinning ball away just before it
crossed the line.

Chelsea moved up to fourth in the stand-
ings after a 1-0 win against Leicester and
Tottenham battled back from two goals
down to draw 2-2 with Bournemouth. 
United fight
After fan protests in the street, United’s
players produced one of their most spirit-
ed performances of the season to draw with

Arsenal.  Thousands of United supporters
marched in unity to protest the club’s own-
ership before kickoff. But on the field
Ruben Amorim’s team produced a unified
display of its own.

Fernandes fired home a free kick from
around 20 yards in first-half added time
and only a slew of missed chances stopped
United from extending its lead after the
break, with Joshua Zirkzee and Noussair
Mazraoui forcing saves from Raya. 

Arsenal leveled through Declan Rice in
the 74th, but needed Raya again to prevent
Fernandes late on. 

Amorim accepted that United, which
was forced to cede possession for much of
the game, will have to be more adventur-
ous if he is to achieve his goal of return-
ing the 20-time champion to the summit
of English and European soccer. 

And he believes there’s another way to
bring the good times back to Old Trafford. 

“What I can say is we need more
Brunos, that is clear,” the United head coach
said. 

“Not just the quality and the character,
he makes some mistakes, but in this
league the availability is so important and
he is so decisive with and without the ball.”

The draw moved United up to 14th in
the 20-team standings on 34 points. Last
season the once dominant United endured
its worst league campaign in 34 years when
it finished in eighth place. It is currently
eight points off 10th-placed Fulham. 

Chelsea rises
Marc Cucurella struck a 60th-minute win-
ner against Leicester at Stamford Bridge
after Cole Palmer’s first-half penalty was
saved. 

Victory boosted Chelsea’s chances of a
return to the Champions League next sea-
son, moving it ahead of four-time defend-
ing champion Manchester City, which lost
1-0 to Nottingham Forest a day earlier.

The 2021 Champions League winner has
not qualified for European club soccer’s top
competition for the last two years. 

But Enzo Maresca’s team took full
advantage of City’s latest loss by edging out
relegation-fighting Leicester and climbing
into the top four. 

Cucurella’s long-range effort was drilled
low into the corner to beat Leicester goal-
keeper Mads Hermansen. 

Earlier, Hermansen had been the visitors’
hero when diving low to save Palmer’s
penalty in the 22nd. It was the first time
Palmer had failed to score from the spot
in the league in 13 attempts. His 100%
record from his previous 12 was a league
record, according to the competition’s
stats provider Opta. 
Spurs fightback

Son Heung-min’s late penalty complet-
ed an unlikely comeback after Champions
League-chasing Bournemouth had domi-
nated the chances at the Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium.

Rohit exceptional knock took the match
away from us, says Mitchell Santner 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dubai

KL Rahul is delighted after success-
fully migrating to No. 6 batting slot,
and termed it as a result of his unre-

lenting “preparation” and improving his
game constantly.

Rahul, who usually bat No. 5, was
pushed down a position lower in the
Champions Trophy, and made 140 runs
in four innings here.

“It’s really pleasing for me. The work
that I’m putting in to different roles
requires a lot of preparation, work outside
the cricket field, thinking about how I
need to take each game and how I need
to perform in different situations and
watch some of the players that bat at 5, 6
and how they’ve been successful,” said
Rahul following India’s Champions
Trophy triumph on Sunday.

Rahul said he was happy to take up that
new responsibility for the team.

“I’ve been taught from a very early age
by my coaches that cricket is a team game
and whatever the team requires of you,
you need to be able to accept that and find
a way to put in performances for the team
and understand what your role is, under-
stand what the responsibility is, under-
stand what it takes to be successful bat-
ting in different positions,” he added. True
to those words, Rahul adapted well to the
situation in the semifinal against Australia
and in the final against New Zealand, pro-
ducing small yet significant knocks. 

The Bengaluru man made an unbeat-
en 42 against the Aussies while his collect-
ed 32 not out helped India come out of a

tight chase against the Kiwis successful-
ly. Overall, he made just 140 runs but he
made it at a strike-rate of 98, indicating
the impact those runs had on the course
of the game.

Skipper Rohit Sharma indicated as
much. “The pressure doesn’t get to him
with that calmness, we wanted that calm-
ness in the middle. I’m very, very happy
with how he managed to pull this tour-
nament and batted in the pressure situa-
tion, both in semifinals and this game as
well. “The contribution may not be 70-80,
but those 30-40s are a very, very impor-
tant one,” said Rohit. Now, Rahul has a
Champions Trophy to show for his efforts,
and he was pleased as punch.  “I’m very
happy at the moment, ICC victories are
not so easy to get. It’s my first run so I’m
very happy over the moon and really
happy with the way we’ve played this entire
tournament and it’s been a complete team
effort,” he noted.  Rahul was an assured
presence behind the stumps as well,
pulling off important stumping and catch-
es.  The 32-year-old was chuffed because
‘keeping was not an easy task in these con-
ditions where spinners dominated.

“It’s not something very new and the
role of a wicketkeeper batsman that I’m
doing here in the Indian team, I think
from 2019 or 2020. I do wicket keeping
in IPL as well.  “But I think this is the most
challenging place that I’ve kept wickets in.
I worked really hard and I have to men-
tion our fielding coach Dilip sir also, he
worked very hard with me…his tips and
whatever he noticed about my keeping, so
it worked,” he added.

It required lot of preparation: Kl
Rahul after excelling in new role 

Manchester United draws 1-1 with Arsenal 

Pakistan miffed at no representation at
closing ceremony of Champions Trophy 

Harry Brook pulls out of IPL deal with DC

Government asks

IPL to ban tobacco,

alcohol advertising


