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WORLD 8
EU LEADERS OPEN
EMERGENCY SUMMIT ON
DEFENCE AND UKRAINE AID 

MARKETS
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AQI 124
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a visit at Harsil, in Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump on
Wednesday issued what he

called a “last warning” to
Hamas to release all
remaining hostages held in
Gaza, directing a sharply
worded message after the
White House confirmed that
he had recently dispatched an
envoy for unprecedented
direct talks with the militant
group. 
Trump, in a statement on his
Truth Social platform soon
after meeting at the White
House with eight former
hostages, added that he was
“sending Israel everything it
needs to finish the job.”
“Release all of the Hostages
now, not later, and
immediately return all of the
dead bodies of the people you
murdered, or it is OVER for
you,” Trump said. “Only sick
and twisted people keep
bodies, and you are sick and
twisted!”
The pointed language from
Trump came after the White
House said Wednesday that
US officials have engaged in
“ongoing talks and
discussions” with Hamas
officials, stepping away from a
long-held US policy of not
directly engaging in the
militant group. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

The Central Administrative
Tribunal (CAT) has set

aside the transfer of IRS
officer Sameer Wankhede
from Mumbai to Chennai,
saying the revenue
department “patently
violated” its own guidelines.
Wankhede, a 2008 batch
Indian Revenue Service (IRS)
officer, made headlines for
allegedly demanding ` 25
Crore from Bollywood actor
Shah Rukh Khan’s family by
threatening to implicate his
son Aryan Khan in the
Cordelia cruise drug bust
case during his tenure in the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) Mumbai in 2021.
The principal CAT bench
comprising Justice Ranjit
More and member Rajinder
Kashyap found procedural
lapses and potential bias in
the transfer decision issued by
the Department of Revenue,
Ministry of Finance.
The tribunal said while
government officers had an
all-India service liability,
transfer policies must be
implemented in a fair,
transparent, and just manner.
“We are well aware of the
facts that it is a settled law
that a transfer, which is an
incident of service, is not to
be interfered with by the
courts, unless it is shown to
be clearly arbitrary or vitiated
by mala fides or infraction of
any professed norm or
principle governing the
transfer. 

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

Hours after he was pilloried
by political leaders of all

hues for his statement that
“those coming to Mumbai
from outside need not
necessarily learn Marathi,” a
chastened RSS leader
Bhaiyyaji Joshi on Thursday
did a U-turn and said, the
language of Mumbai is
Marathi and it is natural to
expect living in the metropolis
“to learn, understand and read
Marathi”. 
On a day when Shiv Sena
(UBT)’s Uddhav Thackeray
demanded that Bhaiyyaji Joshi
be booked for sedition for his
statement, Maharashtra chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
was forced to intervene in the
matter and issue a statement
in the state Assembly saying
that “Marathi is the language
of Mumbai and Maharashtra.
It is an integral part of
Maharashtra’s cultural
heritage” and it will be
“respected and preserved”. 
Seeking to douse the political
fire unleashed by Joshi,
Fadnavis made a categorical
statement in the state
Assembly. “Marathi is the
language of Mumbai,
Maharashtra. The state
government and the people
living here should adopt it.
Marathi language is a part of
the culture and identity of the
state, and it should be the duty
of every citizen to learn it. The
Marathi language will be

respected and preserved in
Maharashtra, and it is an
integral part of our cultural
heritage.”
After the chief minister’s
statement, Joshi issued a
clarification on his stand on
the importance of Marathi in
Mumbai and Maharashtra,
seeking to end the raging
controversy over the remarks
that he reportedly made at a
function held at Ghatkopar in
north-east Mumbai on
Wednesday night. 
Speaking at a function held at
Ghatkopar, Joshi had said:
“Mumbai does not have a
single language, Mumbai has
many languages. Different
areas have different languages.
For example, the language of
Ghatkopar is Gujarati.
Similarly, you will find fewer
people speaking Hindi in
Girgaon. There, you will find
people speaking
Marathi…people coming to
Mumbai may necessarily have
to learn Marathi”.

Before long, Joshi came in for
a severe flak from leaders of
different political parties,
including the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
(UBT), Sharad Pawar-headed
NCP (SP) and Congress.
Demanding that Joshi be
booked for treason, Uddhav
Thackeray dared the RSS
leader to make such remarks
in Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Kerala, West
Bengal and come back. 
“Just because the Marathi
manoos does not complain
that does not mean that you
can say anything and get away.
Bhaiyyaji Joshi should be
booked for treason. How can
Bhaiyyaji Joshi make such a
statement? This is what I call it
sadist mentality. This is a ploy
to break Mumbai. Even Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
indulged in this kind of
divisive tactics during the
campaigning for the state
Assembly polls when he spoke
about ‘batenge toh katenge’,”

the Sena (UBT) chief said.
“Marathi is our state language,
and such a statement amounts
to treason. The statement is
treason,” Shiv Sena (UBT)
Rajya Sabha member Sanjay
Raut said. 
“Bhaiyaji Joshi is trying to
divide Mumbai on the issue of
language. Kem cho, kem cho
seems like this is the only
thing that will be heard in
Mumbai now,” NCP (SP)
group leader Jitendra Awhad
said. 
“Mumbai, along with
Maharashtra, has Marathi as
its primary language.
However, RSS leaders have
historically shown a bias
against Mumbai’s Marathi-
speaking populace,”
Maharashtra Congress
general secretary Atul Londhe
said.
Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya
Thackeray also hit out at Joshi
saying: “The language of this
land is Marathi, just like Tamil
is in Tamil Nadu and Kannada
is in Karnataka. The ideology
of the BJP is to keep
disrespecting Maharashtra.
Yesterday, Suresh Bhaiyya ji
said that the language in
Ghatkopar could be Gujarati,
but this is absolutely not
possible. The language of
Mumbai is Marathi. This
government even halted the
Marathi Bhasha Bhavan in
Mumbai because they want to
disrespect Maharashtra and
the Marathi language,” Aditya
said.

RSS ignites Marathi-Hindi fire in Mumbai

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

All India Muslim Jamaat
president Maulana

Shahabuddin Razvi Barelvi
has criticised Indian
cricketer Mohammed Shami
for not fasting during
Razadan. The cleric stated
that fasting is an obligatory
duty in Islam, and anyone
who deliberately avoids it is
committing a sin.
Maulana Razvi claimed that
by choosing not to fast,
Shami had committed a
grave wrongdoing in the eyes
of Islamic law. “Islam
mandates fasting as one of its
fundamental obligations. If a
healthy person does not
observe Roza, they are guilty
in religious terms.
Mohammed Shami was seen
drinking water during a
Champions Trophy match,
which means he was not
fasting. This is a serious
offense in Islam,” he said.

The cleric added that since
Shami was playing a match, it
indicated that he was
physically fit. “If he was
capable of playing, he was
also capable of fasting. By
drinking water in public, he
has sent the wrong message
to the community. He will
have to answer to God for
this,” Maulana Razvi
asserted.
The cleric’s remarks have
sparked mixed reactions.
While some religious figures
expressed their
disappointment, others
defended the cricketer,
arguing that professional
athletes often have different
requirements due to the
physical demands of their
sport.
Maulana Zaheer Khan calls
the controversy uncalled for.
“Islam is a progressive
religion. It has some
prohibitions for persons
keeping Roza. It is up to a
person to keep Roza on that

day or not. In case of Shami,
he is on national duty and it
is of paramount importance
that his body remains
hydrated during each game.
So, drinking water or not
keeping roza on match days
is permissible,” he said. 
Shami’s coach, Mohammed
Badruddin, dismissed the
criticism, asserting that the
bowler was not in the wrong.
“Nothing is above the nation.
Shami is playing for his
country, and that should be
the priority,” he stated.
Senior BJP leader and MLC
Vijay Bahadur Pathak
defended Shami and said
that sports and religion
should not be intertwined.
“Shami is a dedicated athlete
who has brought glory to
India on multiple occasions.
If he felt fasting might affect
his performance, it must
have been a difficult decision
for him. He is a proud
Indian, and his commitment
to the game should not be
questioned,” Pathak said.
Shami played a crucial role in
India’s four-wicket victory
over Australia, helping the
team secure a spot in the
Champions Trophy final.
The Indian bowling attack,
led by Shami, restricted
Australia to 264 runs, with
the pacer claiming three
wickets for 48 runs in his 10-
over spell.
This is not the first
controversy to emerge
during the tournament.

Motor mouth cleric derides Shami

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW DELHI

In a first, Flying Officer Tanuska Singh
has become the first woman pilot

permanently assigned to IAF’s Jaguar
fighter jet squadron. It marks a
significant step in gender inclusion in
combat roles. The officer will shortly
report for duty.
While other women have flown the
Jaguar during training, Tanushka’s
permanent induction into the squadron
is a first. The Jaguar is a key tactical
strike aircraft for the IAF, known for its
precision attack capabilities.
Hailing from a family having served in
the armed forces, Tanushka initially
considered a career in the Indian Army.
However, she shifted her focus to the
Air Force after learning about the
opportunities available to women.
She underwent training at the Air Force
Academy in Dundigal, Telangana,
followed by specialised training on the

Hawk MK 132 aircraft.
Born in Uttar Pradesh, she has lived in
Mangaluru since 2007. She completed
her schooling in Suratkal and later
studied in Mangaluru. She also earned a
BTech in electrical and electronics
engineering in 2022.
Incidentally, the first batch of three
female pilots - Avani Chaturvedi,
Bhawana Kanth and Mohana Singh
were inducted in Indian Air Force

fighter squadron on 2016.
Squadron Leader Mohana Singh later
made history as the first female fighter
pilot in the country to be cleared to fly
the indigenous Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) Tejas fighter jet last year.
Mohana Singh, along with Avni
Chaturvedi and Bhawana Kanth, was
part of the trio of female pilots in the Air
Force’s fighter streams. In the early days,
the three pilots flew various aircraft
from the Air Force’s fighter fleet.
Currently, they are flying the regular
fleets of Su-30MKi and LCA Tejas
Indian Air Force (IAF), the world’s
fourth-largest air force, currently
accounts for around 20 women fighter
pilots.
The service opened its fighter stream to
women, a watershed in India’s military
history, in 2016. It has opened all
frontiers for women and is giving them
opportunities on a par with their male
counterparts.

First woman officer tames Jaguar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
NEW YORK

Mumbai terror attack
accused Tahawwur Rana

has moved an “emergency
application” with the US
Supreme Court against his
extradition to India, claiming
that he will be tortured there
since he is a Muslim of
Pakistani origin.
Rana, 64, a Canadian national
of Pakistani origin, is
currently lodged at a
metropolitan detention centre
in Los Angeles. He is known
to be associated with
Pakistani-American terrorist
David Coleman Headley, one
of the main conspirators of the
26/11 attacks.
Rana has filed an “Emergency
Application For Stay” with the
Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United
States and Circuit Justice for
the Ninth Circuit.
President Donald Trump last
month announced that his
administration approved the
extradition of “very evil”
Rana, wanted by Indian probe
agencies for his role in the
26/11 attacks, “to face justice
in India”. This followed the
rejection of his review petition
by the Supreme Court in
January.
Now, Rana is seeking a stay of
his extradition and surrender
to India pending litigation
(including exhaustion of all
appeals) on the merits of a
petition he filed in February. 
In that petition, Rana argued
that his extradition to India
violates United States law and
the United Nations
Convention Against Torture
“because there are substantial

grounds for believing that, if
extradited to India, petitioner
will be in danger of being
subjected to torture.”
“The likelihood of torture in
this case is even higher
though as petitioner faces
acute risk as a Muslim of
Pakistani origin charged in
the Mumbai attacks,” the
application said.
The application also said that
his “severe medical
conditions” render
extradition to Indian
detention facilities, a “de
facto” death sentence. 
It cited medical records from
July 2024 showing that he has
multiple “acute and life-
threatening diagnoses”,
including multiple
documented heart attacks,
Parkinson’s disease with
cognitive decline, a mass
suggestive of bladder cancer,
stage 3 chronic kidney disease,
and a history of chronic
asthma, and multiple
COVID-19 infections.
“Accordingly, petitioner
certainly has raised a credible,
if not compelling, factual case
that there are indeed
substantial grounds for
believing he would be in
danger of torture if
surrendered to Indian
authorities. 
“Further, because of his
Muslim religion, his Pakistani
origin, his status as a former
member of the Pakistani
Army, the relation of the
putative charges to the 2008
Mumbai attacks, and his
chronic health conditions he
is even more likely to be
tortured than otherwise
would be the case, and that
torture is very likely to kill

Rana seeks stay of
extradition to India

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW DELHI

India on Thursday took strong
objection to a security breach
during External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar’s visit to UK and
condemned such “provocative
activities.” The incident took place in
London on Wednesday during an
event attended by the minister. A pro-
Khalistani protestor attempted to
break barricades while some were
shouting anti-India slogans.
Protestors also tore up the Indian flag.
In a firm reaction, New Delhi said it
expects the host government to fully
live up to their diplomatic obligations
in such cases and deplored the
“misuse of democratic freedoms” by
those elements.
The incident happened as Jaishankar
was leaving the Chatham House after

concluding an interactive session at
the institute, home to Royal Institute
of International Affairs, on
Wednesday evening.
The external affairs minister was in
London as in the first leg of his six-
day visit to the UK and Ireland from
Tuesday that is aimed at exploring
ways to further boost bilateral
cooperation.
“We have seen the footage of a breach
of security during the visit of the
external affairs minister to the UK,”
ministry of external affairs
(MEA)spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said.
“We condemn the provocative
activities of this small group of
separatists and extremists,” he said.
“We deplore the misuse of democratic
freedoms by such elements. We
expect the host government in such
cases to fully live up to their
diplomatic obligations,” Jaiswal
added.
Videos posted on social media
showed a small group of pro-
Khalistan protesters holding yellow
flags were shouting slogans against
India and Jaishankar on the opposite
side of the road from Chatham
House.

PERENNIAL TOURISM

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during a conversation with Director and CEO of Bronwen Maddox at Chatham House in England PTI

Trump issues last
warning to Hamas

Wankhede
returns to
Mumbai

INDIA BREACHED IN UK

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n LUCKNOW

In a major counterterrorism
operation, the Uttar Pradesh Special

Task Force (STF) and Punjab Police
have arrested a suspected terrorist
linked to Babbar Khalsa International
(BKI) and Pakistan’s intelligence
agency, the ISI.
The suspect, identified as Lazar
Masih, a resident of Kurlian village in
Ramdas area of Amritsar, Punjab, was
nabbed around 3.20 am in Uttar
Pradesh’s Kaushambi district.
Addressing a press conference in
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh Director
General of Police (DGP) Prashant
Kumar said Masih had planned a
major terrorist attack during the

Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj.
The Maha Kumbh was held at
Prayagraj from January 13 to
February 26.
“However, due to intensive security
checks at the religious gathering, he
failed to execute his plan,” he said and
added: “The arrest of the terrorist also
verifies smuggling of arms and drugs
from Pakistan into India”.
He added the UP STF succeeded in
recovering some explosives material
and illegal arms from the terrorist.
Among the seizures made are three
active hand grenades, two active
detonators, one foreign-made pistol
and 13 cartridges of foreign make, the
officer said. Besides, a white coloured
explosive powder, an Aadhaar card

with a Ghaziabad address, one
mobile phone without SIM card was
also seized from his possession, he
said.
According to security officials, Masih
was actively working for Swaran
Singh, also known as Jeevan Fauji, the
head of BKI’s Germany-based
module. He was reportedly in direct
contact with ISI handlers based in
Pakistan.
Investigators revealed that Masih had
escaped from judicial custody in
Punjab on September 24, 2024, and
had been evading arrest since then.
His capture is being considered a
significant breakthrough in
preventing potential terrorist
activities in India. 

Babbar Khalsa terrorist arrested
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I, Sanjay Bansal S/o Anand 

Dev Bansal R/o 15/208, Mona 

Mandi, Hisar, (Haryana) declare 

that my wallet has been lost, 

which contained important 

documents. If anyone finds it, then 

a suitable reward will be given to 

the person who delivers it to the 

above address. Contact - 

8168818080 

I, Ramkran Saini S/o 

Jageram R/o Mohana(181), 

Sonipat, Haryana 131001  has 

disowned my daughter Divya from 

my all movable-immovable 

property as she is out of my 

control. In future, if anybody deals 

with her, he/she will do at their 

own risk. 

I, Sushila wife of Shri 

Satyawan, resident of House No. 

2589, Dadu Majra Colony, Sector 

38 West, Chandigarh, declare that 

my son Sahil and his wife Kavita 

are out of my control and I have 

severed all types of relationship 

with them, and disown them from 

all my moveable- immovable 

properties, Any person dealing 

with them would deal with them at 

his / her / their own risk and 

responsibility. 

I, Nirdosh Kaur Gill W/o Late 

Jaswant Singh Gill R/o 

H.No.1/883, Circular Road, Opp 

Medical College, Beauty Avenue, 

Phase-3, Amrisar have declare 

that my Daughter Poonam Gill is 

out of my control I disinherit her 

from my all movable and 

immovable properties any body 

deal with her is his own risk and 

responsibility. 

I, Naresh Kumar S/o Om 

Parkash R/o H.No. 827/5, 

Layalpur Colony, Thanesar, 

District Kurukshetra, have evicted 

my son Manu Sharma from all my 

movable -immovable properties, 

as he is out of my control. The 

person who deals with Manu 

Sharma will be responsible 

himself. I or any other member of 

my family will not be responsible. 

I, Sher Singh S/o Bhim 

Singh R/o near Dev ki atta Chakki, 

Kansal, SAS Nagar, Mohali, 

declared that my daughter Suman 

Rana W/o Ajay Rana R/o H.no. 

761, Sector 19 Panchkula, 

Haryana, is out of my control, so I 

debar her from my all moveable- 

immovable properties, anybody 

dealing with her at their own risk. 

We, Bara Singh S/o Amar 

Singh, Shimla Rani W/o Bara 

Singh H.no. 20/5, Lalheri Road, 

Dashmesg Nagar, Khanna 

{Ludhiana} declare that our son 

Rajinder Singh has got married to 

Simranjeet Kansla with his own 

decision. They are out of our 

control. They do not look after us. 

We disown Rajinder Singh and his 

wife Simranjeet Kansla from our 

moveable and immovable 

property. We and our any family 

member will not be responsible for 

their acts and conducts. 

We Paras Ram Mishra S/o 

Late Jagdish Prasad and 

Saraswati Devi W/o Paras Ram  

R/o Sri Sathya Sai Seva Kendra, 

Plot No. I-15 Sector 12 A. 

Panchkula, Haryana Disown my 

son Manish Mishra and his wife 

Rinki  from our movable and 

immovable properties. 

I, Sinder w/o Sh. 

Rameshwar, R/o House No. 

165/A, Village- Budhanpur, 

Sector-16, Panchkula, Tehsil & 

Distt. Panchkula Haryana declare 

that my Son Suraj Singh and his 

wife Smt. Jaswinder Kaur and my 

grandson Abhimanyu are out of 

my control. I disown my Son and 

his wife and my grandson from my 

movable and immovable property. 

Anybody dealing with them will do 

so at their own risk and will be 

responsible. I and my Family shall 

not be responsible for the same. 

We, Gurdeep Singh Thind 

S/o Sh. Darshan Singh and 

Davinder Kaur W/o Sh. Gurdeep 

Singh Thind R/o Bernhard-

Hunstig STR-2 (33012) 

Paderborn, Germany at present 

Nanuana, Tehsil Rania, Distt. 

Sirsa declare that our sons 

Bhupinder Singh and Lakhvinder 

Singh are out of our control. We 

disown them from our all 

immovable & movable properties. 

Anybody deals with them at their 

own risk. 

म� दुगा� िसंह पु� �ी राम अवतार 

िनवासी मकान नंबर 2098, िभवानी चंुगी 

के पास ,िशवनगर रोहतक अपने पु� 

अमनदीप िसंह चौहान और उसकी प�ी 

अ�ू तवर पु�ी कनुष चौहान जो िक मेरे 

कहने - सुनने से बाहर है को अपनी चल 

- अचल संपि% से बेदखल करता 'ं | 

भिव( म) इसे लेनदेन करने वाला +यं 

िज-ेदार होगा |  मेरी और मेरे प.रवार 

की कोई िज-ेदारी नही ंहोगी | 

I, Krishan Kumar (Aadhar 

No. 4813-6210-5907) S/o Sh. 

Ram Kumar R/o Masoodapur, 

Kahnur, District Rohtak declare 

that my son Vikas Sharma and 

daughter-in-law Poonam (D/o 

Ramkesh W/o Vikas Sharma) are 

both beyond my reach, fights with 

us and do not listen to me at all, 

hence I evict them both from my 

movable and immovable property. 

I and my family have nothing to do 

with them. Vikash Sharma and 

Poonam will be responsible for 

their own transactions and actions 

in future. 

I, No-1066920N Rank-Ex 

DFR(Hony Nb Ris) Randhir Singh 

S/o Sh. Maha Singh R/o H. No-

1838, Choudhary Colony, Near 

Post Office,  Ward No- 11, Satrod 

Kalan, PO- Hisar Cantt,  Teh. and 

Distt-Hisar (Haryana) 125006 

hereby declare that in my service 

documents and SPARSH PPO my 

wife name mentioned as Birmatti 

Devi, which is incorrect. Her 

correct name is Birmati Devi and 

her DOB mentioned as 17-06-

1962, but her correct DOB is 

15-07-1965 Deponent 

I, Poonam Bala W/o Lalit 

Kumar # 5794, Maloya Colony, 

Chandigarh is hereby declare 

that in my daughter Jaya's 

Academic Certificate my name 

wrongly written as Poonam and 

my Husband name Suraj,  my 

correct name is Poonam Bala 

and my Husband correct name is 

Lalit Kumar, which may be 

corrected as above. 

I, Mahinder Singh  F/o Army 

No 13771583K, Sep (Late) 

Karandeep Singh (UIDAI No- 

258090721893) resident of VPO- 

Mahuana, Teh- Malout, Distt- Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, Punjab- 152114 

declared that, In my late son’s 

army service documents/records 

my name is erroneously recorded 

as Mohinder Singh whereas my 

correct name is Mahinder Singh 

as mentioned in my Aadhar Card 

& Pan Card. All concerned 

please note. 

I Opinder Singh Father of 

No 4575646N  L. Hav. Suraj 

Praksh VPO Passi Kandi Tehsil 

Dasuya Distt Hoshiarpur Punjab 

declare that in my Son's service 

record My Name Written Upinder 

Singh and My Date of Birth 24-

11-1963 Wrongly. Actually My 

Name is Opinder Singh and My 

Date of Birth is 25-11-1962 as per 

My aadhar card, passport 

records. 

I, No. 14918161X L/Nk 

Balram Yadav R/o Vill: 

Kalookhera Po. Dugrai Tapani 

Fatehpur (UP) Pin-212663, have 

changed my wife Pushpa Yadav 

date of birth from 15 Aug 1978 to 

15 Aug 1969 vide affidavit No. IN-

PB10253747423467X dated 24 

Feb 2025 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot. 

I am Kamalpreet Kaur w/o  

Mandeep Singh, Village 

Chatamli, Tehsil Morinda 

(Ropar). My name before 

marriage was Kamlesh Kaur and 

after marriage I changed my 

name to Kamalpreet Kaur. In all 

the documents my name is 

Kamalpreet Kaur while in the 

school certificates my name is 

Kamalesh Kaur. My name should 

be changed from Kamlesh Kaur 

to Kamalpreet Kaur in the 

certificates. 

I, Chandrabati Giri Mother 

of No. 15750660M Rank SIGMN 

Name Satyan Giri presently 

residing at 938 S K Nagar, 

Rishra, P.O. Prabhash Nagar, 

Distt. Hooghly, West Bengal 

712249 declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Chandrawati Giri to Chandrabati 

Giri vide Affidavit dated 06-03-

2025 

I, Poonam Devi Spouse of 

No. 15726311K Rank L/Nk  

Name Ramveer presently 

residing W/No. 08, Village 

Sagwa, Teh Buhana, District 

Jhunjhunu (Rajasthan) Pin Code 

NO. 333034 declare that I have 

changed my name from Poonam 

to Poonam Devi vide Affidavit 

dated 06-03-2025 

I, Seema Singh W/o 

Surendra Singh R/o Chirli Sadd 

Kanpur Nagar declare that in my 

husband's service record my 

name is wrongly entered as 

Seema Devi instead of Seema 

Singh. 

I, Surinder Pal S/o Madan 

Lal army No. 14674986W Rank: 

havaldar Resident of Vill: 

Katwara Po. Karimpur Chahwala 

Teh-Balachaur Distt. SBS Nagar, 

Pin-144524 that I have currently 

posted at 6254 (i) Armd WKSP, 

c/o 56 APO Pin-906254. I have 

change my daughter name from 

Rubal to Rubal Chaudhary in my 

army service record. Vide 

affidavit is executed from district 

Magistrate Balachaur. 

I, Manjita Devi W/o Shri 

Bijender Malik R/o 1523, Sector 

3, Rohtak, Haryana declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Manjeet Devi to Manjita Devi. 

Now I shall be known by the 

name of Manjita Devi in future. 

I, Nilam Bansal W/o Sh. 

Sonu Bansal R/o 98, Kanganpur 

Road, Street No. 02, Hari Vishnu 

Colony, Sirsa(Haryana). That I 

have changed my name from 

Nilam Bansal to Neelam Bansal , 

in future my name is to be called 

as Neelam Bansal. 

I Saurabh Sharma, s/o Shri 

Ramesh Chandr Sharma, 

resident of house no. 99, Durga 

Basti, Hussaini Road, Tehsil 

Naraingarh District Ambala 

Haryana, have changed the 

name of my son Reyansh to 

Reyansh Sharma, in future my 

son should be known as 

Reyansh Sharma. 

I, Harinder Singh Bola S/o 

Tara Singh resident of VPo. 

Malikpur, Tehsil and District 

Rupnagar (Pb) have changed my 

name from Harinder singh Bola 

to Harinder singh. 

I, M Kowsalya (Old Name) 

Wife Of Bairavan S Resident Of 

House No – 4/432 Rajiv Nagar, 

Village - Somarpet, Post - 

Londonpet, Taluk & District – 

Krishnagiri, State - Tamilnadu, 

Pin - 635001, Have Changed My 

Name From M Kowsalya  (Old 

Name) To Kowsalya M (New 

Name), Vide Affidavit Dated 06 

Mar 2025 Sworn Before Notary 

Public  Satpal, Pathakot.   Please 

Correct It. 

It is for general information 

that I, Sahiba Ahluwalia D/o 

Amandeep Singh Walia R/o 

H.No. 266, Bank Enclave, Model 

Town, Jalandhar, Punjab- 

144003, declare that name of my 

father has been wrongly written 

as Amandeep Singh Ahluwalia in 

my CBSE 10th Class Educational 

Certificate. The actual name of 

my father is Amandeep Singh 

Walia, which may be amended 

accordingly. 

It Is For General Information 

That I, Ishavdeep Singh S/O 

Hardeep Singh Residing At Vpo 

Ghungrali Rajputan, Tehsil 

Khanna, Distt.- Ludhiana, Punjab-

141401, Declare That The Name 

Of My Mother Has Been Wrongly 

Written As Harminder Kaur In My 

Cbse Class 10th Educational 

Documents. The Actual Name Of 

My Mother Is Sandeep Kaur 

Respectively Which May Be 

Amended Accordingly. It Is 

Certified That I Have Complied 

With Other Legal Requirements 

In This Connection. 

It Is General Information That 

I, Joginder Singh S/O Late Isar 

Singh, Residing At Ward No.1, 

Rahoun, Khanna, Distt.-

Ludhiana, Punjab-141401, 

Declare That Name Of Mine Has 

Been Wrongly Written As 

Joginder Ram In My Army 

Service Record. The Actual Name 

Of Mine Is Joginder Singh 

Respectively, Which May Be 

Amended Accordingly. It Is 

Certified That I Have Complied 

With Other Legal Requirements 

In This Connection. 

I, Harpreet Kaur W/o 

Bhupinder Kumar R/o H.No.3170, 

Sector 19-D, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Harpreet 

Kaur to Harpreet Kaur Goria. 

I, Narinder Singh Son of 

Shri Randhir Singh resident of 

Village Joshi, Distt Panipat, state 

that I have changed my name 

from Narinder Singh to Narender 

Singh. 

I, Nisha W/o Pawan Kumar 

R/o 919-A, Dwarkapuri, Jagadhri, 

Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Nisha to Nisha Rani. 

I, Rana Aejeet Singh S/o 

Phool Singh R/o 114/1, on the 

Road, Village Lopon,  Tehsil 

Chhachhrauli, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar declare that in my service 

book my name written as Rana 

Ajit Singh, but my correct name is 

Rana Aejeet Singh. Rana Ajit 

Singh & Rana Aejeet Singh both 

are my name one of the same 

person.  

I, Suman wife of Shri 

Narender Singh resident of 

Village Joshi, Distt Panipat, state 

that I have changed my name 

from Suman to Suman Narwal. 

I, Varis S/o Rajesh Sharma 

R/o Village Alipura, PO Bapa, 

Tehsil Radaur, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar declare that in my 

Secondary Exam Certificate 

passed under Roll no. 

1021550520 in April 2021 from 

B.S.E.H., Bhiwani, my Aadhar no. 

is mentioned as 4771 9105 3020, 

which is wrong. My correct 

Aadhar no. is 4471 9105 3020. 

I, Neelam Rani, House No. 

264, Ground Floor, Sector-14, 

Panchkula have changed my 

name to Neelam Devi. All 

concerned may please note this. 

I, Manoj  S/o  Harnam Dass 

R/o H. No. 858/A, W. No. 1, Kath 

Mandi, Hisar declare that I have 

changed my name from Manoj 

Kumar  to  Manoj for all future 

purposes. 

I, Rani W/o Ram Kumar R/o 

Ward No 23, Kirmach Road, 

Nehar Colony, Thanesar, 

Kurukshetra, Haryana have 

changed my name from Rani to 

Rani Jangra. 

I, Poonam Devi W/o Gurdev 

Singh Jangra R/o 1538/20, 

Krishana Nagar Gamri, 

Kurukshetra, Haryana have 

changed my name from Poonam 

Devi  to Poonam Jangra. 

I, Gurdev S/o Ram Kumar 

R/o 1538/20, Krishana Nagar 

Gamri, Kurukshetra, Haryana 

have changed my name from 

Gurdev to Gurdev Singh Jangra. 

I, Daya Singh S/o Chat Ram 

R/o House No. 343-C, Ward 

No.11, Gulab Colony, Taraori, 

Karnal (Haryana) have changed 

my father name from Chat Ram 

to Chet Ram. 

I, Pooja Lamba W/o Yogesh 

Lamba R/o 39, Bharat Society, 

Lal Dwara, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Pooja to 

Pooja Lamba. In future I shall be 

known as Pooja Lamba. 

I, Yogesh Lamba S/o Satpal 

Lamba R/o 39, Bharat Society, 

Lal Dwara, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Yogesh 

to Yogesh Lamba. In future I shall 

be known as Yogesh Lamba. 

I, Divansh Son of Jagdev 

Singh Resident of Village 

Chaurahi(272), Malikpur Banger, 

Yamuna Nagar, Tehsil Bilaspur, 

Distt. Yamuna Nagar - 135102 

(Haryana) INDIA declare that 

name of my Mother has been 

wrongly written as Sudesh in my 

CBSE 10th class educational 

Certificate. The actual name of 

my Mother is Sudesh Rani. 

I, Nitin son of Subash Chand 

resident of Dera Salimpur, Tehsil 

Barara, Distt. Ambala, 133201 

Haryana (India) declare that 

name of my father & mother has 

been wrongly written as Subhash 

and Kiran respectively in my 10th 

and 12th class educational 

document. The actual name of 

my father & mother are Subash 

Chand & Kiran Devi respectively. 

I, Sonia  W/o Mr. Hanish 

Goyal  R/o H. No 1206, Phase-1, 

Ramdarbar, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Sonia to 

Sonia Goyal.  

I, Reena Chandel W/o Shri 

Agya Ram R/o Shiv Nagar 

Fatehabad, Tehsil and District 

Fatehabad declares that earlier 

my name was Reena Devi, which 

I have changed to Reena 

Chandel now. In future, I should 

be known and recognized by the 

name of Reena Chandel. 

I Pardeep son of Sh. 

Subhash Chander R/o Near 

Vishwakrma School, New Bharat 

Nagar, Bhiwani, Haryana have 

changed my name from Pardeep 

to Pardeep Jangra. 

I, Kuldeep S/o Sh.Jaipal R/o 

726/5, Birbal Nagar, Narwana, 

Distt.Jind, have changed the 

name of my wife from Parmjeet 

Kour to Paramjeet Kaur. 

I, Sushil S/o Rajpal R/o 

Village Surbrah, Tehsil Uchana, 

Distt. Jind, have changed my 

name from Sushil to Sushil 

Kumar. 

I, Pinki D/o Akbar R/o # 

Pillukhera Mandi Distt. Jind-

126113 (Haryana) I have declared 

that my Name Changed From 

Pinki To Sameena Khan. In future 

all purposes. 

I, Balwinder Kaur W/O 

Inderpal Singh R/O 1738, Ward 

No-5, Garhsankar, Distt-

Hoshiarpur, Punjab-144527 have 

changed my name to Rozy Rani. 

I, Surjit Banwait S/O Late 

Battan Singh R/O VPO-Behloor 

Kalan, Nawanshahr, DISTT-SBS 

Nagar, Punjab-144517 have 

changed my name to Surjit Singh. 

I, Shakuntla W/O Rajesh 

R/O Nandha(53), Tehsil Badhra, 

Distt-Charkhi Dadri, Haryana 

have changed my name to 

Sumita. 

I, Harjinder Singh Sidhu S/O 

Partap Singh R/O Kamala Bodal, 

Ferozepur, Punjab-152021 have 

changed my name to Harjinder 

Singh. 

I, Priyanka Harishchandra 

Maurya W/O Pankaj Patial R/O 

VPO-Ajjowal, Hoshiarpur, Punjab-

146001 have changed my name 

to Priyanka Maurya. 

I, Raj Rani W/o Gurmeet 

Singh R/o WZ 139, Gali No 35, 

Sant Garh, Tilak Nagar, West 

Delhi inform that Raj Rani and Raj 

Kaur and Navneet Kaur are the 

names of one and same person. 

All names belong to me. 

I, Mukesh Choudhary, S/o 

Krishan  S/o Dhanpat Ram R/o 

village Kagdana, Tehsil Nathusari 

Chopta, Distt. Sirsa, declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Mukesh to Mukesh Choudhary. ln 

future, I should be known by the 

name Mukesh Choudhary. 

I, Deepu Arora W/o Sonu 

R/o H.No.529, near Devi Mohalla 

Village Asan kalan (21) Panipat 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Deepu Arora to 

Deepu. In future I should be 

known as Deepu. 

I, Om Raj son of Surinder 

Kumar Permanent resident of 

House No -393, Dhaki Tehsil & 

Distt Pathankot have changed My 

Minor Son's Name From Jatin to 

Jatin Kumar. 

I, Luxmi Devi W/O Ramesh 

Chander R/O Η Ν 308, Nahar 

Colony, Kikar Wali Gali, Ratia 

Tehsil Ratia District Fatehabad 

State Haryana 125051 Have 

Changed My Name From Luxmi 

Devi To Laxmi Devi. 

I, Kamal Kumar s/o Moti 

Ram, R/o 1053, Ward 29, 

Kaziwara Mohalla, Ambala City, 

Haryana have changed my name 

to Kamal Gupta. 

I, Santosh W/O Somnath 

Resident Of Village Bhunna Tehsil 

Guhla District Kaithal Haryana 

That I Changed My Name 

Santosh To Santosh Devi 

I, Simla Devi W/o Sh 

Pardeep Kumar, H.No - 1605/1, 

Kaith Majri, Ambala City, Pin -

134003, Distt -  Ambala (Hr) have 

changed my name to Simla Rani. 

I, Vishal Behal S/o Sh 

Pardeep Kumar, H.No - 1605/1, 

Kaith Majri, Ambala City, Pin -

134003, Distt -  Ambala (Hr) have 

changed my name to Vishal Behl. 

I, am Rajni wife of Shri Vikas 

resident of village: Jaydhar, post 

office: Jaydhari, tehsil: 

Chhachhrauli, district: 

Yamunanagar. I declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Rohni Sikka to Rajni. Therefore, it 

is informed to the general public 

that in future I should be known or 

addressed as Rajni only. Affiant: 

Rajni wife of Shri Vikas. 

I, Simran Devi w/o Akhil 

Beniwal, resident of village 

Chhalaundi Post Office Ban, 

Tehsil Ladwa, Kurukshetra, state 

that after marriage, I have 

changed my name from Simran 

Devi to Simran Devi Beniwal. 

I, Deepak Kumar Verma S/o 

Hukam Chand R/o House No 

146/8, Near SBI, Railway Road, 

Thanesar, Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from Deepak 

Kumar to Deepak Kumar Verma. 

I, Amit Saxena s/o Surender 

Prakash Saxena r/o #A-31 

Parsvnath City, Sector 35, Meerut 

Road, Distt. Karnal, Haryana,  

have changed my minor son 

name from Daksh Saxena to 

Reyansh Saxena. 

I, Tsering Youdon wife of 

Sh. Raj Kumar resident of Shandil 

Niwas, Near Old D.C. Office, 

Solan (H.P.) - 173212 declares 

that in the school record of my 

daughter Pema Thakur, her name 

was wrongly entered as Pema 

whereas the correct name is 

Pema Thakur. She passed her 

ICSE exam in 2024 vide UID 

8397871 (Index No. 

1245715/082) from CISCE, New 

Delhi. All Concerned please may 

Note. 

I, Walia Smt Sukhwant Kaur 

W/o No. 640080518 Head 

Constable Late Bahadur Singh 

R/o Village Chanian (Now 

Chanian Kalala), PO Harsa 

Kalota, Tehsil Mukerian, Distt 

Hoshiarpur (Pb) have changed 

my name from Walia Smt 

Sukhwant Kaur to Sukhwant Kaur. 

My correct date of birth is 

06.04.1958. Vide Affidavit e-stamp 

no. IN-PB13554917639656X 

Attested by notary public dated 06 

Mar 2025. Concerned note.  

I, Parwinder Kaur W/o No. 

4461571F Honoary Naib Sub 

Jagir Singh R/o Village Sarhala 

PO Garhdiwala Tehsil Dasuya 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Parwinder Kaur to Parminder 

Kaur and my date of birth from 10-

08-1965 to 16-12-1964. 

Concerned note   

I, Noorjot Kaur W/o Gobind 

Kamal Singh Grewal R/o H.No. 

402, Patti Padarth, VPO Bhinder 

Kalan Distt. Moga 142041 Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Noorjot Kaur to Noorjot Kaur 

Grewal. Concerned note. 

I, No. 2488336A Ex Nk Surjit 

Singh S/o Sh. Kehar Singh 

residence of Village Jamalpur PO 

Lamin Tehsil Mukerian Distt. 

Hoshiarpur (PB) has changed my 

wife's name from Jyoti Wala to 

Jyoti Bala and her correct date of 

birth is 09/10/1974. Concern 

Note. 

I, Smt. Kulwinder Kaur W/o 

No. 3381272Y Ex Nk Balbir Singh 

R/o Vill. Khanpur Thiara, PO 

Meghowal Ganje Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 

my name from Kulwinder Kaur to 

Kulwinder Kaur Thiara.  

I, Smt. Indu Rana W/o JC-

581824H Late Sub Anil Kumar 

R/o VPO Badla Tehsil Dasuya 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from Indu 

Rana to Indu Bala.  

I, Bala Devi Mother of No-

3208361A Rank NK Name Sunil 

Kumar R/o Vill. & PO Shamsukh, 

Teh. Hisar, Distt. Hisar, Haryana-

125047 have changed my name 

in army record from Bala Devi to 

Rajbala vide affidavit dated 05-03-

2025 before Session Court Hisar. 

I, Rohtash Kumar Father of 

No-3208361A Rank NK Name 

Sunil Kumar R/o Vill. & PO 

Shamsukh, Teh. Hisar, Distt. 

Hisar, Haryana-125047 have 

changed my name in army record 

from Rohtash Kumar to Rohtash 

vide affidavit dated 05-03-2025 

before Session Court Hisar. 

I, Kanchan Biswash  C/o 

Atma Ram R/o Village Mahalsara, 

Distt. Hisar, Haryana declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Kanchan Biswash to Kanchan for 

all future purpose.  

I, Hanuman Singh Panwar  

S/o Dhonkal Singh Panwar R/o H. 

No. 54 Defence Colony, Hisar, 

Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name from Hanuman 

Singh S/o Dhokal Singh Panwar 

to Hanuman Singh Panwar S/o 

Sh. Dhonkal Singh Panwar for all 

future purpose.  

I, Ishita Masih D/o Dilbag 

Masih Resident of Parbodh 

Chander Nagar, Near ITI Boys, 

G.T.Road, Gurdaspur, Post Office 

and District Gurdaspur-143521 

(Punjab) have changed my name 

from Ishita to Ishita Masih. All 

concerned note. 

I, Dilbag Masih Resident of 

Parbodh Chander Nagar, Near ITI 

Boys, G.T.Road, Gurdaspur, Post 

Office and District Gurdaspur-

143521 (Punjab) have changed 

my minor son name from Joshua 

to Joshua Masih. All concerned 

note. 

I, Simi Sadasivan W/o Rank 

HAV Santosh S R/o Chennapillii, 

Thrikkariyoor (PART) Ernakulam, 

Kerala-686692 declare that in my 

husband Army Service record , 

my DOB wrongly mentioned  as 

20/05/1985.  My correct  DOB is 

29/05/1985 Vide affidavit NO. IN-

PB13602211272196X  Dated 

06/03/2025 Before Notary Public, 

Gurdaspur (PB) 

I, Abinezar S/o Dhian Masih 

R/o Village Pahra Distt Gurdaspur 

have changed my name from 

Abinezar to Abinezar  Masih. 

Concerned note. 

I, Suishil Kumar S/o Banti 

Kumar # 235, sector 18 A, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Sushil Kumar. 

I, Sajjan S/o Sh. Govind 

Singh R/o Vill. Kheri Gujjar, 

Teh.Ganaur, Sonipat have 

changed my name from Sajjan to 

Ashish Chokker for all future 

purposes. 

I, Om Pati Devi Wife Of Jc-

201773w, Nb/Sub Prem Singh 

(Retd), Resident Of Vill- Shahpur, 

Po- Sirsi, Teh- Karnal, Distt- 

Karnal, Haryana- 132001 Have 

Changed My Name From Om Pati 

Devi To Om Pati Vide Affidavit 

Dated 6 March,2025 Sworn In 

Before Notary, Karnal.  

I, No 15476969f, Rank: Ld, 

Name: Raja Ram (Retd) Resident 

Of Vpo- Kurlan, Tehsil- Ballah & 

Distt-Karnal (Haryana)- 132046 

Have Changed Name Of My 

Daughter From Mohit To Mohit 

Sharma Vide Affidavit Dated 6 

Mar 25 Sworn In Before Notary, 

Karnal. 

I, Poonam Alias Poonam 

Kohli W/O Prashant Kohli R/O 

H.No. #82 Street No. 3, Ashiana 

Colony, Dera Bassi, P.O. 

Derabassi, Distt. S.A.S. Nagar 

(Mohali) Punjab Is To Be Known 

As Only Poonam Hereafter. 

I Jhirmal Singh S/O Pal 

Singh R/O Patti Failandi, Khadoor 

Sahib Distt Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name To Jhilman 

Singh. 

I Ritu Rani W/O Vinod 

Kumar Rathore R/O 37/A Ishmita 

Homes Near Green Valley Park 

Zirakpur Dhakoli, Have Changed 

My Minor Daughter Name From 

Angelina Rathore To Vaani 

Rathore. 

I, No 15476969f, Rank: Ld, 

Name: Raja Ram (Retd) Resident 

Of Vpo- Kurlan, Tehsil- Ballah & 

Distt-Karnal (Haryana)- 132046 

Have Changed Name Of My 

Daughter From Mohit To Mohit 

Sharma Vide Affidavit Dated 6 

Mar 25 Sworn In Before Notary, 

Karnal. 

I Vivek S/O Bal Krishan R/O 

Nangal  Nikku, Rupnagar Punjab, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Vivek To Vivek Rana, And My Dob 

From 09.09.2002 To 22.10.2002 

I, Mahender  S/O Sh. Ganga 

Ram Residence Of Vpo. 152/2, 

Uttam Nagar Gohana, Tehsil 

Gohana, Distt. Sonipat My Son 

Has Been Wrongly Written As 

Koshal Verma In My Son Namely 

Koshal Kumar Aged 18 Years In 

His 10th Marksheet. Actual Name 

Of My Son Koshal Kumar Which 

May Be Amended Accordingly. 

I, Satwanti Wife Of Rajbir 

Singh R/O Village Kasanda 

Sub.Tehsil Khanpur Kalan Distt 

Sonepat Hereby Declare That I 

Have Changed My Name 

Satwanti To Satyawanti For All 

Future Purposes. I Don't Have 

Any Bank Loan Or Court Case 

Against My Old Name Satwanti. 

Now  I Will Be Solely Responsible 

For Any Illegal Activity, If Any Is 

Carried Out By Me After Changing 

My Name. 

I Masook Ali S/O Mustak Ali 

R/O H.No. 11 A, Phase 1, Sas 

Nagar, Mohali Punjab, Have 

Changed My Name From Masook 

Ali To Mashook Ali. 

I, Kaushlya Devi Wife Of Jc 

80321 Late Nb Sub Sohan Lal, 

Resident Of House No 170-C, 

Shivalik Enclave, Maniamjra, 

Chandigarh, Have Changed My 

Name Kaushlia Devi To Kaushlya 

Devi. 

I, Osheela Gurung Daughter 

Of Sh. Neer Bahadur Resident Of 

House No. 1604, Sector 18-D, 

Chandigarh, Have Changed My 

Name From Osheela Gurung To 

Osheela. 

I Gurdeep Kaur  Widow Of 

No. Dddah@H Ex. Sep Late 

Jagtar Singh Village Bannawala 

Po Jandwala Bhime  Shah Tehsil 

And Distt Fazilka (Punjab)Pin – 

152124  Have Changed My Name 

Gurdeep Kaur (01-01-1946) To 

Gurdip Kaur (15-08-1952) Vide 

Affidavit No. In-

Pb12850891110033x 04-03-2025 

I Meenakshi Devi W/o Sh. 

Naresh Kumar R/o Village Tabra, 

Sub Tehsil Ismailabad, Tehsil 

Pehowa, District Kurukshetra 

have changed my name from 

Meenakshi Devi to Meenu. In 

future I should be known as 

Meenu. 

I, Surender Singh S/o 

Joginder Singh R/o H.No.167, 1st 

floor, street no.3, sawan park, 

model town Panipat declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Surender Singh to Surinder 

Singh. In future I should be known 

as Surinder Singh. 

I, Pardeep Kaur W/o Satnam 

Singh Sohi R/o VPO Banbhaura  

Tehsil and Distt Malerkotla, have 

changed my name to Pardeep 

Kaur Sohi. 

I, No. 14929518H Hav Jagen 

Mochari S/o Late Baburam 

Mochari R/o Baramachari, PO 

Dhanbil Baksa Assam-781343 

now at 15 Mech Inf C/o 56 Apo 

have changed my son’s name 

from Guthal Mochahari to Guthal 

Mochahary Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB07969323246367X 

Dt.17.02.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar. 

I, No.3405262W Hav Daljit 

Singh Villlage Kaler Mangat, PO 

Kathu Nangal Tehsil Majitha 

District Amritsar Punjab have 

changed my Daughter’s name 

from Sukhjit Kaur to Sukhjeet 

Kaur Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB12746480434287X 

Dt.04.03.2025 before Executive 

Magistrate Majitha 

I Gurpreet Singh S/o Amrik 

Singh R/o Village Jahangir Distt 

Tarn Taran have declare that 

Singh is my surname Gurpreet is 

my given name 

I Harsifat Arora W/O 

Jaskaranjit Singh R/O 158 

Medical Enclave, Circular Road 

Amritsar Has Changed Name To 

Harsifat Kaur After Marriage. 

I, Dalbir Kaur W/o Makhan 

Singh R/o Ward No.1, Kotla 

Tarkhana Kotla Saidan Village 

Kathunangal Kotla Tarkhana 

Tehsil Majitha District Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Dalbir Kaur to Balwinder Kaur 

I, Nitasha Nangla W/o 

Kuwar Pal Singh R/o 1585/12, 

Gali Arorian Wali Hall Bazar 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Nitasha Nangla to Nitasha 

Arora 

I, H Ibe Tombi Devi is 

mother of No. 14948539N Sep 

Huidrom Nandashyam Singh 

resident of Village Yurembam 

Awang Leikai, PO Langjing, Tehsil 

Pasoi, District Imphal West, 

Manipur-795113 now at 15 Mech 

Inf C/o 56 Apo, have changed my 

name from H Ibe Tombi Devi to 

Huidrom Ibetombi Devi I vide 

affidavit no. IN-

PB13823066607631X dated 

06-03-2025, before Notary Public, 

Amritsar 

I, Patel Manjibhai is father of 

No. 14941166H NK Patel Suresh 

Manjibhai resident of  Vasna 

(Jagana), PO Kanodar, District 

Banaskantha, Gujarat-385520 

now at 15 Mech Inf C/o 56 Apo, 

have changed my name from 

Patel Manjibhai to Manjibhai 

Kanjibhai Kharsan and date of 

birth 15 Apr 1949 to 04 Jun 1949 

vide affidavit no. IN-

PB13823300862904X dated 

06-03-2025, before Notary Public, 

Amritsar 

I, Krishna Devi is mother of 

No. 15149496L Hav(Dmt) 

Pradeep Kumar resident of 

Sarkaura, Sultanpur, Uttar 

Pradesh-228155 now at 324 Fd 

Regt C/o 56 APO, have changed 

my name from Krishna Devi to 

Krishana Tiwari vide affidavit no. 

IN-PB13824099505966X dated 

06-03-2025, before Notary Public, 

Amritsar 

I, Bindiya Jangid, Spouse of 

army 17009492K, rank Sep, 

Ishwar Prasad, my name is 

wrongly mentioned in my 

husband's army service record as 

Bindiya, but my correct name is 

Bindiya Jangid. 

I, Army 17009492K, rank 

Sep, Ishwar Prasad, my son's 

date of birth is wrongly mentioned 

in my army service record as 

21/11/2016, but my son's correct  

Date of Birth is 26/11/2016. 

I, Army no. 14831503K, 

Rank-Nk, Mangilal, my son's 

name is wrongly mentioned in my 

army service record as Ravinder 

Kumar, but my son's correct name 

is Ravindra Kumar. 

I, Army no. 14831503K, 

Rank-Nk, Mangilal, my Daughter's 

name is wrongly mentioned in my 

army service record as Savita 

Kumari, but my daughter's correct 

name is Savita. 

I, Billu Singh, father of Army 

No. 14937748L Hav Rinku Singh 

R/o Village Ratanpur Riyaya Post 

Mandawar, Tehsil & Distt. Bijnor 

UP-246721 has changed my 

name from Billu Singh to Virendra 

Singh & my date of birth from 

01/07/1955 to 01/01/1959 in my 

son's Amry Records. 

I, Mamta W/o Arjun Verma 

R/o H.No-60, Ward No-04, 

Village-Dhani Mithi, Dhani 

Ramjas(62), Bhiwani, Haryana-

127046, have changed my name 

to Mamta Verma for all future 

purposes. 

I, Rekha W/o Bhim Singh R/o 

H.No-60, Ward No-04, Village-

Dhani Mithi, Dhani Ramjas(62), 

Bhiwani, Haryana-127046, have 

changed my name to Rekha 

Verma for all future purposes. 

I, JC-524249N Nb Sub Karan 

Singh of 13 DOGRA presently 

residing at Vill- Sateen, PO- Sarti, 

Teh-Dhar Kalan, Distt-Pathankot 

(PB) have changed my mother 

name from from Sroop Devi to 

Srupa Devi vide affidavite/Self 

declaration dated 11-02-2025, Ser 

No/ ID No RVN71531723. 

I Rashmi Magoo W/o Sh. 

Raj Kumar Maggu, H. No. 

1041/23 DLF Colony, Rohtak-

124001 Haryana declare  That I 

have changed my name from 

Rashmi Magoo to Rashmi Maggu 

In future I will be called as Rashmi 

Maggu for all purposes 

I, Manoj S/o Sh. Harnarayan 

R/o H.No. 1637 Kamla Nagar 

Rohtak-124001 declare That I 

have changed my name from 

Manoj to Manoj Kumar. In future I 

will be called by the name of 

Manoj Kumar for all purposes. 

I Dolly W/o Sh. Vikas Jain, H. 

No. 740/18 Shastri Nagar, 

Rohtak-124001 Haryana declare  

That I have changed my name 

from Dolly to Dolly Jain In future I 

will be called as Dolly Jain for all 

purposes. 

I Mitter Sain Jain S/o Sh. 

Ram Chander Jain, H. No. 740/18 

Shastri Nagar, Rohtak-124001 

Haryana declare That I have 

changed my name from Mitter 

Sain Jain to Mittar Sain Jain In 

future I will be called as Mittar 

Sain Jain for all purposes.. 

I Ritika Sikka W/o Sh. 

Hemant R/o H.No. 136/7, Saini 

High School, Opp UCO Bank, 

Rohtak -124001 declare  That I 

have changed the name from 

Ritika Sikka to Ritika Saini In 

future I will be called as Ritika 

Saini for all purposes. 

I, Amrit Kaur Randhawa W/o 

Gurmeet Singh Randhawa 

Vill.Asmanpur, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name Amrit Kaur. 

I, Gurmeet Singh Randhawa 

S/o Kashmir Singh Vill.Asmanpur, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra have 

changed my name Gurmeet 

Singh 

I, Ellammal Chinnaraj is 

legally Mother of Service No. 

16123171W Rank: Nk. Name: 

Velkumar C, Residing at Village 

Thanampatti, Post Thippampatti, 

Taluk Krishnagiri, Distt. Krishnagiri 

(State) Tamil Nadu, Pin -635115, 

have changed my name from 

Ellammal C to Ellammal 

Chinnaraj. 

I, Chinnaraju C is legally 

Father of Service No. 16123171W 

Rank: Nk. Name: Velkumar C, 

Residing at Village Thanampatti, 

Post Thippampatti, Taluk 

Krishnagiri, Distt. Krishnagiri 

(State) Tamil Nadu, Pin -635115, 

have changed my name from 

Chinnaraj C to Chinnaraju C. 

I, Chegireddy Jyothi, Legally 

Wedded Wife of Army No. 

Jc782285N Rank: Nb/ Sub. 

Name: Chegi Reddy Venkata 

Reddy Unit: 2 CZW Trade 

Autotech A Veh. C/o 56 APO, 

Resident of 2-53, Yerrabalem, 

Prakasam, Andhra Pradesh-

523336, have changed my name 

from CH Jyothi to Chegireddy 

Jyothi. 

I, Savita Devi hitherto known 

as Sabita Devi W/o No. 

14565570H Ex/Nk Pratap Singh 

R/o House No. 47, Block-F, 

Golden Enclave, Lohgarh, 

Zirakpur, Tehsil Dera Bassi, 

District SAS Nagar, Mohali, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Sabita Devi to Savita Devi. 

I, Sharda Rani W/o Pardeep 

Kumar R/o H No. 33, Gali No. 10, 

Vijay Nagar, Patiala (Punjab) have 

changed my name from Sharda to 

Sharda Rani. 

I, Rajiv Khanna S/o Prem 

Parkash R/o #969/2, Bhindian 

Street, Patiala (Punjab) have 

changed my name from Rajeev 

Khanna to Rajiv Khanna. 

I, Sarada Sahoo W/o 

Umakanta Das R/o H.No. 11, 

Kailash Nagar, Royal Aryan 

School, Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name from Sarada Sahoo to 

Sarada Das. 

I, Harinder Singh S/o 

Rajender Pal Singh R/o H.No. 276 

B/10, Gali No. 3, New Ashoka 

Colony, District Kaithal, have 

changed my name from Harinder 

Singh to Harinder Pal Singh. 

I, Sahil S/o Daljit Singh R/o 

VPO. Dagan, Mukerian, Hazipur, 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab-144221 

declare that Given name as Sahil 

& Surname as Singh. 

I, Suraj Parkash S/o 

Jagmohan Lal R/o H.No 4271, 

Bara Dari Bazar, Ward no.9, 

Kartarpur, Distt Jalandhar, Punjab 

have changed the name of my 

minor daughter from Devanshi to 

Devanshi Kumaria (Surname as 

Kumaria). 

I, Ramesh Kumar S/o 

Mohan Lal R/o Ward Number 8, 

Street Number 7, New Dashmesh 

Nagar, Hoshiarpur, Punjab-

146001 have changed the name 

of my minor son Divyansh aged 

13 years and he shall hereafter be 

known as Divyansh Kumar. 

I, Hemant Kumar S/o 

Bhagwan Singh R/o H.No.100, 

Mazar Colony, PH-3, Near Gas 

Agency, Dhilwan Road, 

Jalandhar, Punjab have changed 

the name of my minor daughter 

from Mahima to Mahima Raj. 

I, Devika D/o Hemant Kumar 

R/o H.No.100, Mazar Colony, PH-

3, Near Gas Agency, Dhilwan 

Road, Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Devika to 

Devika Raj. 

I, Jaswinder Kaur W/o 

Bikkar Singh Hans R/o VPO. Sofi 

Pind, Distt. Jalandhar, Punjab 

have changed my name to 

Jaswinder Kaur Hans (Surname 

as Hans) All Please Note. 

I, Charanjit Singh s/o 

Maghar Singh R/o Village 

Manawali, Po. Chachoki, Tehsil 

Phagwara, Distt. Kapurthala, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Charanjit Singh to Singh 

Charanjit. (Surname as Singh) 

I Sarbjit Kaur W/O Satnam 

Singh Virk R/O Vill. Daulatpura 

Ucha Distt. Moga Have Changed 

My Name To Sarabjit Kaur Virk. 

I Kuldeep Singh S/O 

Jaswinder Singh R/O Vpo. 

Bahona District Moga Have 

Changed My Name From 

Kuldeep Singh To Kuldeep Singh 

Gill. Concerned Note. 

I, Vaneet Kumar S/O 

Sarwan Kumar R/O Gali No.5-B, 

Sham Nagar, Phagwara, District 

Kapurthala Have Changed My 

Name Vaneet As Given Name & 

Kumar As Surname. 

I Ranjeet Singh S/O Jagtar 

Singh R/O Vill. Mallu Wala, P.O. 

Mandar Kalan, Tehsil Zira , 

Ferozepur Declare That My Given 

Name As Ranjeet And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I Rajesh Kumar S/O Puran 

Parkash R/O H.No.1105, Preet 

Nagar Darapur Near Geeta 

Mandir Urmar, Hoshiarpur That 

My Given Name As Rajesh And 

My Surname As Kumar. 

I, Jagroop Singh S/o Onkar 

Singh R/o VILL- Qila Darshan 

Singh PO- Batala, Distt -

Gurdaspur, Punjab have changed 

my name to SINGH Jagroop. 

Given Name – Jagroop Surname 

– Singh 

I, Poonam Rawat Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of No. 

14669372k Rank Hav, Name 

Prabal Pratap Of Unit 278 Fd 

Wksp Company (7015 Eme Bn) 

And Permanent Resident Of 

Pratappur, P/O Pratappur, Distt. 

Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh 205145, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Poonam To Poonam Rawat, Vide 

Affidavit No. In-

Pb13583190146501x,  Dated 

06-03-2025,  Before Distt. Court, 

Amritsar. 

I, Kumari Payal D/o Shri 

Chander Jheta R/o Vill. Gastari, 

PO. Pouria, Teh. Nerwa, Distt. 

Shimla (HP) have changed my 

name from Kumari Payal to KM 

Payal. 

I, Sunita Grover W/o 

Jitender Kumar R/o Vill. Ravi 

Niwas Gandhi Mohalla, Solan 

(HP) have changed my name 

from Sunita Grover to Sunita Devi. 

I, Kusham Lata W/o Jagat 

Ram R/o Vill. Suna (66) Solan- 

Himachal Pardesh have changed 

my name from Kusham Latta to 

Kusum Latta. 

I, Gulabi Ram S/o Shyam 

Chand R/o Vill. Khairi, PO. Delgi, 

Teh. & Distt. Solan (HP) have 

changed my name from Gulabi 

Ram to Gulab Singh. 

I Nirmal W/o Sh. Parveen 

Kumar R/o H.No .1946/B2, 

Gurudwara Road Pinjore Tehsil 

Kalka Distt. Panchkula, Haryana, 

have changed my name from 

Nirmal to Nirmal Piplani.  

I, Sangara Ram s/o Anant 

Ram r/o VPO. Bairsian, tehsil 

Nawanshahr, SBS Nagar have 

changed my name from Sangara 

Ram to Shingara Ram. 

I Paramjit Kaur W/O 

Balwinder Singh Vpo Sagran 

Tehsil Dasuya Distt Hoshiarpur 

Have Changed My Name From 

Parmjit Kaur To Paramjit Kaur. 

I, Kamikar Singh S/o 

Gurdev Singh R/o Vill-Lassoi The 

Malerkotla Distt Malerkotla have 

changed my name from Kamikar 

Singh to Kamikar Singh Tiwana. 

I, Amritdeep Kaur W/o 

Satwinder Singh Baath R/o 

Narang Singh Wala (Ferozepur) 

have changed my name to 

Manpreet Kaur (after marriage). 

I, Navjot Kaur W/o Baljinder 

Singh R/o Vill: Shahzada Sant 

Singh Malsian Sahazada Sant 

Singhwala Teh-Zira (Ferozepur) 

Pb, India, (142047) have changed 

my name as Gurshinder Kaur. 

Classifieds

LOST AND FOUND CHANGE OF NAME
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The Budget session of
Haryana Vidhan Sabha,

which will begin on Friday, is
likely to be stormy as the oppo-
sition Congress will try to cor-
ner the ruling BJP over a host
of issues, including unemploy-
ment, paper leak, rising debt,
law and order and farmers'
plight.

As per the tentative sched-
ule of the Budget session, the
session will begin with the
Governor's Address. There will
be general discussion in the
House on the Governor's
Address on March 10, 11 and
12. Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini, who also holds the
Finance portfolio, is likely to
present the State budget on
March 13. The general discus-
sion on the budget will take
place on March 17 and 18. The
budget session will continue till
March 25.

Meanwhile, during the
budget session, the govern-
ment is likely to bring a fresh
version of the bill on the regu-
lation of travel agents. Haryana
Chief Minister Saini had
recently said the travel agents
involved in sending the state
youth abroad through illegal
routes are being identified and
strict action will be taken
against them. The government
has made full planning to
implement the 'Lado Lakshmi
Yojana'. Ahead of the October
2024 Haryana polls, the BJP
had promised Rs 2,100 to

women as monthly financial
assistance for the women under
this scheme if the party
returned to power. The Budget
Session is coming up and we
will be making the provision of
its budget, Saini had said.

Meanwhile, ahead of the
presentation of the budget,
Saini, in recent weeks, held pre-
budget consultations with
diverse groups to gather sug-
gestions. He also sought sug-
gestions from ruling and oppo-
sition MLAs.  Saini had on
Tuesday said that the state
budget for 2025-26 will be
growth-oriented, with a special
focus on sectors such as agri-
culture, education, health,
sports, infrastructure, and
women empowerment. He
emphasised that the budget will
lay a strong foundation for the
state's progress and contribute
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of 'Viksit Bharat'
(developed India) by 2047.
"Our goal is to present a bud-
get that drives prosperity for
every citizen of the state," he
added. Saini said the state gov-
ernment is working to improve
the lives of people through var-
ious reforms. The state gov-
ernment has brought about a
revolutionary change in gov-
ernance over the past 10 years,
marking the most significant
transformation in over a
decade, Saini had said.

Talking to Reporters,
Senior Congress leader and
former Haryana Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda said
that his party will strongly

raise the issues including paper
leak, unemployment, law and
order and corruption. "It has
become clear to the entire State
that the BJP is protecting the
paper leak mafia, because one
paper after another is getting
leaked and there have been
scams in every paper from the
state board exams to recruit-
ment under this government,"
Hooda added. He further
alleged, "One after the other,
scams, including those related
to mining, are being exposed.
Corruption, unemployment
and crime are continuously
increasing in the state." The
Senior Congress leader said
that the damage to farmers'
crops because of recent heavy
rain, "deteriorating law and
order, rising debt" and other
issues will also be raised by the
party. In the statement, Indian
National Lok Dal said that the
party will prominently raise
various issues related to public
interest during the budget ses-
sion.
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With the Assembly session
beginning from Friday, the
Congress party is yet to name
the Congress Legislative Party
(CLP) leader. Sources said that
the Haryana Congress remains
divided over leadership
appointments, with no clear
consensus on the selection of
the new CLP leader. After BJP
rode to power for a third con-
secutive term in Haryana in last

year's Assembly polls, the
Congress MLAs have attended
three sittings of the Assembly
without a Leader of
Opposition.

Party sources said that
senior Congress leader Hooda
has put forward two names for
the opposition leader position
while also lobbying for his
son’s appointment as Haryana
Pradesh Congress Committee
(HPCC) president. Yet, there is
no clear consensus within the
party on selecting the new
CLP leader, as a faction oppos-
es Hooda’s claim to the post.
They further said that the
majority of MLAs support
Hooda who served as the
Leader of the Opposition in the
previous assembly.

Haryana Congress, in a
meeting on Wednesday, urged
BK Hariprasad, the newly
appointed state in-charge, to
expedite the appointment of
CLP leader ahead of the bud-
get session beginning on March
7. The party emphasized that
having a CLP leader in place is
“extremely important” to
ensure effective representation
as the opposition leader in the
assembly.

Nearly five months have
passed since Congress suffered
its third consecutive defeat to
the BJP in Haryana since 2014,
yet the party has not named its
legislature party leader. As a
result, Congress MLAs have
attended three assembly sittings
without a designated LoP, rais-
ing concerns over the party’s
effectiveness in the house.
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Ahead of the Budget Session,
Haryana Chief Minister

Nayab Singh Saini on Thursday
said that as Finance Minister,
he will present the state budget
for the financial year 2025-26
on March 17.

Talking to Reporters after
the all-party meeting and the
meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee (BAC)
held at the Haryana Vidhan
Sabha here, he stated that he
visited various districts across
the state to hold discussions
with industrial associations,
chartered accountants, the tex-
tile industry, progressive farm-
ers, FPOs, agricultural scien-
tists, youth, Namo Drone Didi,
Women’s Self-Help Groups,
and invited their suggestions.
Additionally, he gathered input
from the state’s Ministers, MPs,
and MLAs during a two-day
consultation held in Panchkula
on March 3 and 4.

He assured that the best
suggestions will be incorpo-
rated into the upcoming bud-
get. The Chief Minister empha-
sized that the goal of the pre-
budget consultations is to cre-
ate a budget that reflects the
expectations of the state’s 2.80
crore population by integrating
diverse viewpoints from vari-
ous sections of society. The
budget, he added, will focus on
advancing Haryana’s develop-
ment at three times its current
pace.

In reply to a question about
the new building for the

Haryana Vidhan Sabha, Saini
stated that the matter has been
discussed with the members
during the all-party meeting
and due to the proposed delim-
itation in the state, the number
of seats will increase, making
the current building insuffi-
cient. As a result, a new build-
ing will be required.

Asked about the Municipal
Elections in Haryana, he con-
fidently remarked that a one-
sided lotus will bloom on
March 12.

In response to another
question, he said that a provi-
sion will be made in the
upcoming budget to provide Rs

2,100 to women. He assured
that the promises made in the
Sankalp Patra will be fulfilled
one by one over the next five
years. The Chief Minister high-
lighted that the present gov-
ernment has made significant
progress in this direction, ful-
filling 18 key resolutions that
have benefited the people of the
state. He further mentioned
that, in this ongoing effort, 10
more resolutions will be com-
pleted soon.
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Saini also asked the AAP

government in Punjab to come
forward and procure the pro-
duce of farmers at minimum
support price (MSP) as was
being done in his state. "In
Haryana, we are procuring all
crops of farmers at MSP and
the state government is taking
every such step which empow-
ers farmers," Saini said. He
also said the AAP government
in Punjab should hold a dia-
logue with the agitating farm-
ers and find solutions to their
problems.

Saini was asked about the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM), a conglomerate of
more than 30 farmer bodies,
giving a call for a sit-in in
Chandigarh on March 5 in
support of various demands
including the purchase of six
crops at MSP by the Punjab
government. "I am a farmer's
son, I know the pain of farm-
ers, how a farmer works in the
fields and what difficulties he
faces. In Haryana, we take
care of our farmers. Even when
there is a natural calamity, we
stand behind our farmers,"
Saini said.

"Earlier, we were procuring
14 crops at MSP in Haryana.
Now, we are procuring all
crops at MSP. Earlier too, I had
suggested to the Punjab CM
that he should talk to farmers
and assure them and tell them
that they will purchase crops at
MSP. Why are they not procur-
ing? They should procure.
They should give relief to
farmers. Farmers meet our
foodgrain needs.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Thursday inaugurated Phase-I
of the City Surveillance and
Traffic Management System
— a state-of-the-art initiative
aimed at enhancing public
safety, improving traffic man-
agement, and ensuring law
enforcement through advanced
AI-based surveillance.
Developed at a cost of Rs 21.60
crore, the system integrates
351 high-resolution CCTV
cameras at 17 critical locations
across Mohali.

Mann, speaking at the
event, emphasized that this
initiative is a major step
towards curbing traffic viola-
tions, reducing accidents, and
strengthening law enforcement.
“This system is not meant to
generate revenue through chal-
lans, but to protect lives and
improve public security," he
said, urging residents to follow
traffic rules to ensure their own
safety.

A key highlight of the new
system is the automated e-
challan mechanism, which cap-
tures traffic violations through
AI-enabled cameras and direct-
ly sends electronic challans to
offenders’ registered addresses.
The Integrated Command and
Control Center (ICCC), locat-
ed at Sector-79, monitors real-
time violations, including red
light jumping, overspeeding,
triple riding on two-wheelers,

helmet-less riding, wrong-side
driving, and stop line and
zebra crossing violations.

According to officials, the
system is expected to generate
5,000 to 6,000 challans per
day, making traffic enforce-
ment more efficient. Punjab
Police will be integrating the
system with NIC’s VAHAN
and SARATHI databases for
instant verification of vehicle
and driver details.

Officials revealed that with-
in one week of trial runs, the
system detected 2.14 lakh traf-
fic violations among 34 lakh
vehicles entering Mohali. This
staggering number highlighted
the urgent need for stricter
traffic enforcement to prevent
road accidents. “Last year,
Mohali recorded 536 road acci-
dents, resulting in 312 deaths.
This system will help bring
down these alarming num-
bers,” said the Chief Minister.

Mann also announced that
after the success of Phase-1, the
Punjab Government is plan-
ning Phase-2, which will cover
additional locations across the
district. The next phase will
introduce AI-Driven Adaptive
Traffic Control Systems
(ATCS); smart traffic lights
adjusting to real-time traffic
flow; unified traffic corridors in
Mohali, Kharar, Zirakpur, and
Derabassi.

“With Mohali growing as a
commercial, IT, and residential
hub, ensuring smooth traffic
movement is crucial. This tech-
nology-driven approach will
reduce congestion and improve
public convenience,” Mann
added.
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To ensure the smooth
functioning of the surveillance
system, a 24x7 control room

has been set up at Sohana
police station in Sector-79.
The police will have access to
live footage of every major
road and intersection, allowing
them to respond quickly to
traffic incidents, crime, and
emergencies.

Additionally, the system
features 175 Automatic
Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) cameras; 50 Red Light
Violation Detection (RLVD)
cameras; 92 Bullet Cameras for
general surveillance; 18 PTZ
(Pan, Tilt, Zoom) cameras for
high-precision monitoring; and
speed violation detection sys-
tems at two key locations.

Officials confirmed that
with these high-tech tools,
police can now track stolen
vehicles, identify criminals,
and prevent crimes before they
happen.

Mann reaffirmed his gov-
ernment’s vision of making
Punjab a model state for smart
policing and urban security.
“This project marks a new era
in governance where technol-
ogy plays a vital role in ensur-
ing safety, reducing traffic fatal-
ities, and improving law
enforcement efficiency. We are
committed to building safer
and smarter cities in Punjab,”
he said.

With Mohali leading the
way, similar AI-driven surveil-
lance projects are planned for
Patiala, Fatehgarh Sahib,
Rupnagar, and Ludhiana in
the coming months.
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In a step towards ensuring the
safety of women and children

affected by violence, Punjab’s
Social Security, Women, and
Child Development Minister
Dr Baljit Kaur on Thursday
launched ‘Project Hifazat’ — an
initiative aimed at providing
immediate assistance to victims
through an integrated 24x7
helpline and interdepartmental
coordination.

Dr Baljit, addressing the
launch event, urged the women
across Punjab to save emer-
gency helpline number ‘181’ in
their mobile contacts for use in
distress situations. “Project
Hifazat will eliminate the fear
that prevents women from
reporting domestic violence,

workplace harassment, or any
other form of abuse. Our gov-
ernment is committed to creat-
ing a Punjab where women feel
safe and empowered,” she said.

Under ‘Mission Shakti’ and
‘Mission Vatsalya’, the Women
and Child Helpline (181) and
Child Helpline (1098) will
function round the clock,
ensuring access to emergency
and non-emergency services.
Emergency cases will be direct-
ly transferred to the Emergency
Response Support System
(ERSS-112) for immediate
intervention.

The Minister emphasized
that Project Hifazat is designed
to strengthen coordination
between departments, includ-
ing Punjab Police, the
Department of Social Security,

Women and Child
Development, and the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare. This collabo-
ration will ensure timely rescue
operations, legal aid, medical
assistance, and psycho-social
support for the victims.

The project will be imple-
mented under the supervision
of Deputy Commissioners,
with District Program Officers
(DPOs) overseeing execution.
Dedicated rescue vehicles will
be deployed in every district to
respond to distress calls and
provide on-ground support.

A state-of-the-art control
room in Chandigarh will man-
age call traffic, disseminate
information about government
schemes, and generate reports
for monitoring and evaluation.
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Aday after the Punjab Police
detained hundreds of

protesting farmers — including
key leaders of various farmer
unions — while they attempt-
ed to march towards
Chandigarh as part of the
‘Chandigarh Chalo’ agitation,
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) on Thursday called off
the protest and announced a
new strategy targeting the rul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
legislators. The decision was
taken following a crucial meet-
ing of SKM leaders in
Ludhiana, where it was
resolved that farmers would
stage demonstrations outside
the residences of all AAP
MLAs on March 10. 

The decision marked an
escalation in SKM’s protest
strategy, shifting focus from
continuous sit-ins to direct
political confrontation with
the ruling party. The farmers’
anger has intensified following
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann’s abrupt exit
from a meeting with SKM
leaders, which was convened to
resolve their long-standing
demands and avert a planned
‘Chandigarh Chalo’ protest on
March 5.

Notably, SKM had given
the call for ‘Chandigarh Chalo’
for March 5 (that is
Wednesday) to pressure the
government into addressing

long-standing demands,
including a legal guarantee for
Minimum Support Price
(MSP), ownership rights for
hereditary tenant farmers, and
compensation for crop losses,
among others. However, as the
police cracked down on pro-
testors, the farmers’ leader-
ship decided to shift gears,
calling off their indefinite dhar-
nas and instead launching a
fresh phase of agitation.

Following a crucial meet-
ing in Ludhiana on Thursday,
the SKM leaders announced
that farmers would stage
demonstrations outside the
residences of all AAP MLAs
across Punjab on March 10.

Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU) Lakhowal president
Harinder Singh Lakhowal said
that the protests, scheduled
between 11 am and 3 pm,
would serve as a direct message
to the state government. “The
Punjab Government has
repeatedly failed to address
even the most basic demands
of the farmers. The Chief
Minister’s conduct during our
last meeting was disrespectful
and dismissive. We are left
with no choice but to escalate
our movement,” said Lakhowal.

The SKM has also planned
a major march toward the
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann’s residence on March
15, signaling that the con-
frontation is far from over.

Tensions between farmers
and the Punjab Government

reached a boiling point after a
meeting between farmer lead-
ers and Chief Minister Mann
ended in acrimony two days
ago. The farmers sought urgent
resolutions on key demands,
including pending sugarcane
payments and compensation
for damaged crops. However,
discussions collapsed when
Mann abruptly walked out,
leaving farmers feeling
betrayed.

Following this, SKM
declared its intent to hold a
major sit-in at Chandigarh.
Anticipating large-scale
protests, the Punjab
Government imposed a secu-
rity clampdown, sealing 18
entry points into Chandigarh,
placing key farmer leaders
under house arrest, and deploy-
ing riot police to prevent any
movement toward the state
capital. The crackdown sparked
immediate outrage, with farm-
ers launching spontaneous sit-
ins across Punjab on
Wednesday.

The SKM-led movement,
which previously focused on
pressuring the Central
Government, has now turned
its ire toward the Punjab
Government. During the 2020-
21 farmers' protest, the agita-
tion was largely aimed at the
Centre’s now-repealed farm
laws. However, farmer leaders
now accuse the AAP
Government of reneging on its
promises despite having posi-
tioned itself as a pro-farmer

party before elections.
“Our fight began with the

Central Government, but now
even Punjab’s own govern-
ment has abandoned us. The
AAP Government made big
promises but refuses to engage
in genuine dialogue,” said
Lakhowal.

Punjab Government has
yet to issue a formal response
to SKM’s latest announcement.
However, AAP’s growing fric-
tion with Punjab’s farming
community is expected to have
serious political ramifications.

AAP, which rode to power
on the back of farmer support,
now faces a backlash from the
same voter base. Opposition
parties — including the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD),
Congress, and Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) — are closely
watching the situation, sensing
an opportunity to capitalize on
AAP’s deepening troubles.

Punjab Congress president
Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring, criticized the Chief
Minister for his shameful han-
dling of the meeting with the
SKM. “It is appalling that CM
Bhagwant Mann chose to walk
out of a meeting with our
farmers rather than addressing
their concerns. To add insult to
injury, the government has
deployed heavy police forces to
suppress potential protests.
This is the height of arrogance
and indifference towards those
who work day and night to feed
the nation,” he said.
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Amid growing speculation
over internal discord with-

in the Punjab Congress unit,
the party’s state affairs in-
charge and Chhattisgarh’s for-
mer Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday stepped in
to dismiss rumours of a lead-
ership change. Baghel, in a
social media post, lauded the
coordination between Punjab
Congress leaders, especially
the state unit president and
leader of opposition, asserting
that the state unit was working
in unison.

“The coordination between
the Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee (PPCC) president,
the Leader of Opposition, and
senior party leaders is remark-
able. I am confident that
Punjab’s unity will set an exam-
ple for other states in the com-
ing days,” Baghel wrote, from
his official handle on X (for-
merly Twitter).

Baghel’s statement comes at
a time when factionalism with-
in the Punjab Congress has
been a persistent issue. For over
a year, senior leader Navjot
Singh Sidhu remained distant
from party affairs, while dis-
content brewing among certain
sections over the leadership of
PPCC chief Amarinder Singh
Raja Warring. The controver-

sy reignited following Baghel’s
recent visit to Punjab, during
which he held meetings with
key leaders and district presi-
dents in Chandigarh.

The speculation around
Punjab Congress’s leadership
gained momentum on
February 24, when reports
emerged suggesting that the
party high command was con-
sidering a change in PPCC
leadership. However, Baghel
swiftly dismissed these claims,
terming them as baseless.

“These are mere rumours
with no substance. Any change
in the party’s leadership is the
prerogative of the high com-
mand, and at present, there is
no such discussion,” he had
clarified.

During a press interaction
on February 25, Baghel also
outlined the roadmap for
strengthening the party ahead
of the ensuing elections. He
emphasized restructuring at all
levels — from PPCC to booth
committees — and empower-
ing allied organizations to
bolster the party’s grassroots
presence.

With Baghel’s statement,
party insiders believed that
uncertainty over Warring’s
leadership may be put to rest
— at least for now. However,
Punjab Congress’ internal
power dynamics remain under

scrutiny.
In the evening, three

Punjab Congress spokesper-
sons — Jaskaran Singh
Kahlon, Narinder Sandhu, and
Ruby Gill — issued official
video statements to further
dismiss the speculation. They
accused the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) of orches-
trating these rumours to divert
attention from governance
failures.

Sandhu said that the unity
among Punjab Congress’s
senior leaders had unsettled
rival parties, especially AAP.
He asserted that Baghel had
already provided clarity dur-
ing his Punjab visit.

Kahlon reinforced the
point, stating, “Both the PPCC
president and the Congress
Legislature Party (CLP) leader
are working in complete coor-
dination. The central leader-
ship is satisfied with the state
leadership’s performance.”

Echoing a similar stance,
Ruby Gill urged the party
workers and the public to dis-
regard unverified reports. “Any
leadership change is the high
command’s decision, but
Bhupesh Baghel ji has already
clarified that nothing is chang-
ing. Media and Congress
workers should avoid believ-
ing in baseless rumours,” she
said.
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In an aggressive crackdown
against drug trafficking,

Punjab’s anti-drug campaign,
Yudh Nashian Virudh (war
against drugs) on Thursday
entered its sixth day with
sweeping actions across the
State. With a total of 501
raids conducted on Thursday,
Punjab Police arrested 75 drug
smugglers and registered 53

FIRs, pushing the total num-
ber of arrests to a staggering
622 in less than a week.

The large-scale operation
has already led to the seizure
of 8.2 kg of heroin, 4.5 kg of
opium, 1,294 intoxicant
tablets or injections, and Rs
1.04 lakh in drug money.
More than 250 police teams,
involving over 1,700 person-
nel and 108 SP and DSP rank
officers, carried out simulta-
neous searches across 28 dis-

tricts, checking 635 suspi-
cious persons.

AAP’s Punjab unit presi-
dent and Cabinet Minister
Aman Arora has devised a
comprehensive roadmap to
eliminate drugs from
Jalandhar. During a high-level
meeting with district officials,
he directed police forces to
launch an unrelenting offen-
sive against drug traffickers,
irrespective of their political
affiliations or social status.
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Dera Bassi: Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on Thursday
reaffirmed his Government's commitment to quality healthcare
while laying the foundation stone for Sri Sukhmani Institute of
Medical Sciences and Research in Dera Bassi. The project is a sig-
nificant step towards realizing the “Sehatmand Punjab” mission,
ensuring that no resident of Punjab is deprived of medical treat-
ment, he said. Highlighting the expansion of medical education,
Mann said that the government is setting up medical colleges across
districts, allowing students to pursue MBBS within the State. The
new medical college in Dera Bassi will be Mohali district’s sec-
ond, after Dr BR Ambedkar State Institute of Medical Sciences.
He emphasized that Punjab’s healthcare system is undergoing a
revolution, with 881 Aam Aadmi Clinics providing essential med-
ical services to citizens. He stated that the new institution will not
only increase MBBS seats but also strengthen healthcare infra-
structure, ensuring quality treatment for the local population.
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Chandigarh: The Haryana Government has brought 42 services
of the Industries and Commerce Department under the ambit
of the Right to Service Act, 2014, with specified time limits for
their delivery. Additionally, designated officers, first grievance
redressal authorities and second grievance redressal authorities
have been notified to ensure timely provision of these services.
A notification to this effect was issued by Chief Secretary Anurag
Rastogi. The move aims to enhance transparency and efficien-
cy in the delivery of services to industries and businesses in
Haryana, said a spokesperson.
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Hisar: Four students of a polytechnic college in Hisar were killed
when their car rammed into a tree on Wednesday night as they
were going to attend a wedding. The victims have been identi-
fied as Ankush Kumar (19), Sahil Kumar (19), Hitesh (20) and
Nikhil (17), residents of different villages of Hisar, said Hisar police
spokesman Vikas Kumar on Thursday. He said that the accident
took place when they were headed to attend the wedding of a
friend’s sister at Mangali village. Mangali police checkpost in-charge
Rajesh Kumar said though the car was not at a high speed, the
driver lost control while negotiating a sharp turn.
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I, Madhu Bala alias Madhu 

Singla W/o Pushkar Singla R/o 

H.No. 1003/10 Moh Preet Nagar 

(Kapurthala) Pin-144601, Pb, 

India, have changed my name 

Madhu Bala alias Madhu Singla 

to Madhu Singla. 

I, Harman S/o Ram Kumar 

R/o Vill: Kathgarh Teh-Balachaur 

(SBS Nagar) have changed my 

name from Harman to Harman 

Kumar. 

I, Jagmit Kaur W/o Joga 

Singh R/o Vill: Mal Wala Po. 

Katore Wala Teh-Malout (Sri 

Muktsar Sahib) have changed 

my name from Jagmit Kaur to 

Jagmeet Kaur. 

I Rakesh Kumar S/o Milkhi 

Ram R/o Halwara (Ludhiana) 

have changed my minor 

daughter name from Muskan 

Singla to Muskan. 

I, Akwinder Kaur W/o 

Harpal Singh Khangura R/o Vill: 

Tajpur (Ludhiana) have changed 

my name to Akwinder Kaur 

Khangura after marriage. 

I, Gurpreet Singh S/o 

Lakhvir Ram R/o Vpo. Dhandwar 

Teh-Phillaur (Jalandhar) have 

changed my name Gurpreet and 

now Singh is my surname. 

I Parveen Salma W/O Iqbal 

Mohammad R/O Village Bhandal 

Dona PO Sidhwan Dona, District 

Kapurthala, Punjab India 144625 

Have Changed My Name 

Parveen Salma To Parveen. 

I, Rajinder Kaur Sandhu 

W/o Karm Singh R/o Vill: 

Sahnewal Khurd have changed 

my name from Rajinder Kaur 

Sandhu to Rajinder Kaur. 

I, Amit Kumar S/o Lal 

Chand R/o Majara Road Opp 

Secred Heart Convent School 

Sahnewal (Ludhiana) have 

changed my minor daughter’s 

name from Blessy to Blessy 

Nahar. 

I, Ashwani Kumar S/o 

Prem Chand R/o Vill: Ladian Po. 

Dosanjh Kalan Teh-Phillaur 

(Jalandhar) have changed my 

name Ashwani and now Kumar 

is my surname. 

I Tarvinder Kaur Sethi D/o 

Harpal Singh W/o Gagandeep 

Singh R/o H.No.165 L, Model 

Town, VTC Jalandhar-I, Distt. 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name to Tarvinder Kaur. 

I Kiran W/o Rajeshwar 

Prasad Sharma R/o House No-

1423, Urban Estate, Sector-9, 

PO-Karnal, Dist-Karnal, Haryana 

- 132001, have changed my 

name to Kiran Bala. 

I, Army No. 15328505X 

Rank Hav Name Anbu A Of Unit 

20 Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo, Pin-

914020, Have Changed My Wife 

Name From A Malini To Malini K 

Vide Affidavit Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Army No. 15328505X 

Rank Hav Name Anbu A Of Unit 

20 Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo, Pin-

914020 Have Changed My Son 

Name From A Gokul Nath To 

Gokulnath A Vide Affidavit Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, K Pedda Ramudu Is 

Father Of 2616383L, Rank L/Nk, 

Name Ramesh Kalle Unit Of 28 

Madras C/O 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Cantt, Residing At House No. 5-

17, Abbipuram, Mahanandi, 

Kurnool, State Ap, Pin 518512 

Have Changed My Name From 

K Pedda Ramudu To Kalle 

Pedda Ramudu Vide Affidavit 

Dated 06 March 2025 Before At 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I Surjeet Kaur Mother Of 

Army No. JC433598K Rank Sub 

Name Narinder Singh Unit Of 21 

Punjab C/O 56 Apo And 

Resident Of Village Milak Sukhi 

Tehsil Jagadhari Distt. Yamuna 

Nagar Pin 135003 (Haryana) 

Have Changed My Name From 

Surjit Kaur To Surjeet Kaur Vide 

Affidavit Dated 05 March 2025 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I Gurdev Singh Cheema 

S/o Jagir Singh R/o House NO. 

602 EMERALD -1, Somdatt 

Landmark, Sector 116, Landran, 

PO Landran Dist. SAS Nagar 

(Mohali) Punjab have changed 

my name from Gurdev Singh to 

Gurdev Singh Cheema. 

I, Sonali Jaybhaye Is Wife 

Of Jaybhaye Ankush Dattatraya 

Resident Of Vill- Bondarwadi, 

Po- Yeli , Teh- Pathardi. Dist- 

Ahmadnagar, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-414113. Have 

Changed My Name From Sonali 

Jaybhaye To Sonali Ankush 

Jaybhaye Respectively Vide 

Affidavit No In 

Pb13407368769744x Dated 05-

03-2025 Before Notary Public 

District Court Gurdaspur Punjab. 

I, Suneha D/O Parvez 

Masih R/O Ghuman Kalan, Distt- 

Gurdaspur, Punjab, India. Have 

Changed My Name From 

Suneha To Suneha Gill. 

I, No.19007569p Lnk 

Paramjot Singh Is Legally Father 

Of Arnav Jot Singh Residing At 

Of Vill- Hazat Nagar, Po- Hazat 

Nagar, Tehsil- Gurdaspur, Distt- 

Gurdaspur , State- Punjab, Pin 

Code-143521. Have Changed 

My Son Name From Arnav Jot 

Singh To Arnavjot Singh Vide 

Affidavit No.In-

Pb12781023505023x Dated 

05-03-2025 Before Executive 

Magistrate Gurdapsur. 

I, Sundri Devi mother of No 

15783046X Rank HAV (CLK SD)  

Name Sanjay Kumar Singh  

presently residing at Village – 

Deoghar Dindayal Singh Ke 

Tola, PO – Jagdishpur, Tehsil – 

Jagdishpur, Dist - Bhojpur, State 

– Bihar, have changed my name 

from Sundri Devi to Sundari Devi  

vide Affidavit No IN-

PB13726369851072X Dated 

06-03-2025 before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Kusuma Devi mother of 

No JC-858284F Rank NB SUB 

(TIR)  Name Amit Kumar 

Sharma  presently residing at 

Village – Khyamai, PO – 

Chilawati, Tehsil – Gabhana, 

Dist - Aligarh, State – Uttar 

Pradesh, have changed my 

name from Kusuma Devi to 

Kusamlata  vide Affidavit No IN-

PB13728596180153X Dated 

06-03-2025 before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Jasmail Kaur am legal 

mother of No JC-511579N Rank 

SUB Name Jagdeep Singh 

presently residing at VPO – 

Madarpura, Tehsil – Jagraon, 

Distt – Ludhiana, State – Punjab, 

PIN - 142033, have changed my 

name from Jasmail Kaur to 

Jasmel Kaur  vide Affidavit No 

IN-PB13742544656255X Dated 

06-03-2025 before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No. 4450507K Ex Nk (TS) 

Kartar Chand resident of VPO - 

Tharial, Tehsil and Distt 

Pathankot (Punjab), have 

changed the name of  my wife 

from Jatto Devi to Jato Devi vide 

Affidavit No : IN-

PB13490793976824X Dated 

06-03-2025 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I Shakuntala Kaur w/o late 

Sh. Sardar Surjan Singh R/o 

Village Tundli Ambala Cantt Distt. 

Ambala Haryana  have changed 

my name from  shakuntala to 

Shakuntala Kaur. 

I Vinay (aadhar no-

902711340516)  s/o Sh.Yashbir 

R/o Gram Badhrana , Tehsil 

Bawal Distt. Rewari have 

changed my name from Vinay 

Yashbir Choudhary to Vinay. 

I, No.15793254A L/Hav 

Gujor Pravinkumar Dhanrajbhai 

resident of Village- Vasan, Post- 

Vasan, Tehsil- Palanpur, District- 

Banaskantha, State- Gujarat, 

Pin-385001, have changed my 

Daughter name from Manasvi to 

Manasvi Pravinkumar Gujor Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB13332343536954X dated 05 

March 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.2807014W L/Hav 

Supale Pravin Narayan resident 

of Village- Yenechawandi, Post- 

Yenechawandi, Tehsil- 

Gadhinglaj, District- Kolhapur, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-416506, 

have changed my Mother name 

from Baby to Baby Narayan 

Supale Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB12968875886292X dated 04 

March 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.15797023F L/NK 

(OCC) Satyaprakash Jaiswal 

resident of 2400/62, Ma 

Narmada Parisar, Gohalpur, New 

Narmada Nagar, District- 

Jabalpur, State- Madhya 

Pradesh, Pin-482002, have 

changed my Father name from 

Sukhdev Jayaswal to Sukhdev 

Prasad Jaiswal Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB13753030128056X 

dated 06 March 2025 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, No.15797023F L/NK 

(OCC) Satyaprakash Jaiswal 

resident of 2400/62, Ma 

Narmada Parisar, Gohalpur, New 

Narmada Nagar, District- 

Jabalpur, State- Madhya 

Pradesh, Pin-482002, have 

changed my Mother name from 

Rajjo Jayaswal to Rajjo Bai 

Jaiswal Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB13752395820684X dated 06 

March 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Kummari Maibaiah Father 

of No.15808381P L/NK  (OCC) 

Srinivasulu resident of Village- 

Thimmasani Pally, Post- 

Boyapalle, Tehsil- 

Mahabubnagar, District- 

Mahabubnagar, State- 

Telangana, Pin- 509001, have 

changed my name Mahaboob to 

Kummari Maibaiah Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB13819679470486X 6 

March 2025 before notary public 

I, Tarawanti W/o Dharam  

Chand R/o 141/21 Kajiyan 

Mohalla, Jind Tehsil and District 

Jind Have Changed My Name 

From Tarawanti To Mani Devi. 

I, Rajesh Verma W/o 

Narender Kumar Verma R/o 

H.No. 1102-C, New Housing 

Board Colony Jind Tehsil and 

District Jind Have Changed My 

Name From Rajesh Verma To 

Rajesh Kumari. 

I, Shubham Garg S/o 

Sanjay Garg R/o H. No. 1177 

Urban Estate Jind Tehsil and 

District Jind Have Changed My 

Minor Daughter Name From 

Mishka To Manya. 

I    Rahul   (previous name)  

S/o  Ramesh Kumar   resident of  

H No. 1042/20,  Ekta  Colony,  

Ward No. 19, Gali No. 6 R,  Main 

Pyau Wali Gali, Rohtak, Tehsil & 

Distt. Rohtak  (Haryana) declare 

that  I have changed my  name  

from  Rahul   (previous  name) to 

Rahul Vashisth  (new name)  My 

surname is   vashisth.   Rahul 

vashisth  and Rahul    pertain to 

one and the same person. In 

future I may be known as  Rahul 

Vashisth    for all work purposes. 

All concerned  please  note.   

Vide  Affidavit dated   06  March  

2025 before Ist class magistrate 

(Rohtak) 

I  Saroje Kumari  (existing 

name)  D/o  No. 6801892F  Ex  

Hav  Om Prakash R/o  H No. 

804/35, Janta Colony,  Rohtak  

(Haryana) declare that  I have 

changed my  name in my father  

Army Records / Disch. Book  

from Saroje Kumari (existing 

name) to  Saroj Devi  (new 

name)  My correct /actual DOB 

is  01.01.1966  instead of  

16.09.1964  as per my   

Aadhaar / Pan Card.  In future 

I shall may be known/ written  

as  Saroj Devi (DOB : 

01.01.1966)  for all work 

purposes  Vide  Affidavit dated   

March  2025 before  Ist Class 

Magistrate (Rohtak) 

I, Umasankar Singh am 

Father of Army No:18002300P 

Rank: Hav Name- Rakesh 

Kumar Singh Presently Posted 

At Unit: 57 Engr Regt C/o 56 

APO Permanent Address: 

Kharari, Rohtas, Kharari, Bihar-

802215 declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Umasankar Singh to 

Umashankar Singh. Vide 

Affidavit No-48AA 901484, 

Dated: 06/03/2025 

I, Chakali Eranna am 

Father of Army No: 14867093K 

Rank- Sep Name- Chakali 

Madi Mallaiah Presently 

Posted At Unit: 603 B-Coy Asc 

Bn Am C/o 56 APO N-Area 

Chandigarh Declare that I have 

Correct my Date of birth from 

01/01/1973 to 13/06/1966. Vide 

Affidavit No:48AA 901483, 

Dated: 06/03/2025 

 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Subject:- Mutation/Transfer of allotment/ Registration of Ownership 

in respect of D.U. No.5780-A, Category HIG (U) Sector-38-W, 

Chandigarh in the names of (i)SH.DEEPINDER KAUR MANSAHIA 

W/O LATE SH. KULJIT SINGH (transfer of 50% share) (ii) SH. 

SUNIT PAL SINGH MANSAHIA S/O LATE SH. KULJIT SINGH 

MANSAHIA (transfer of 25% share) (iii) SH. VINAYPAL SINGH 

MANSAHIA S/O LATE SH. KULJIT SINGH MANSAHIA (transfer of 

25% share), from the name of SH. KULJIT SINGH S/O SH. 

BARJINDER SINGH, allottee/ Transfree on the basis of Registered 

WILL. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that (i)SH. DEEPINDER KAUR MANSAHIA W/O LATE 

SH. KULJIT SINGH (transfer of 50% share) (ii) SH. SUNIT PAL 

SINGH MANSAHIA S/O LATE SH. KULJIT SINGH MANSAHIA 

(transfer of 25% share) (iii) SH. VINAYPAL SINGH MANSAHIA S/O 

LATE SH. KULJIT SINGH MANSAHIA (transfer of 25% share), 

have applied transfer of property after the death of its allottee/ 

Transfree SH. KULJIT SINGH S/O SH. BARJINDER SINGH, to the 

Chandigarh Housing Board for transfer the Dwelling Unit No. 5780-

A, Category HIG(U) Sector-38-W, Chandigarh in her name SH. 

KULJIT SINGH S/O SH. BARJINDER SINGH, expired on dated 

21/01/2025 at Dist-Mansa (Punjab) and left behind a WILL which was 

Registered with Sub Registrar, Mansa (Punjab) on 03/04/2023 in their 

favour. He has further stated that the WILL of the deceased 

allottee/transferee is the last WILL executed by him which has neither 

superseded nor cancelled till the death of the deceased. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property 

in favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing 

to the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, 

failing which, the registration and allotment of the said dwelling unit 

shall be transferred in favour of above said claimants. 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

SH. SUVENDU MISRA S/O LATE SH.PITAMBER MISRA & 

SMT.SWAGATA MISRA W/O SH.SUVENDU MISRA has approached 

to the Chandigarh Housing Board for the issuance of Duplicate copy of 

PHYSICAL POSSESSION LETTER in respect of Dwelling Unit No.929-

1, Sector 40-A, Chandigarh due to loss of this document. There has 

also furnished application P.S. 19 serial No.195295 LAR 

NO.2025/007331 registered with CHANDIGARH Police on dated 

03.03.2025, regarding the loss of above said document. Any person 

having any objection, against the issuance of Duplicate copy of 

PHYSICAL POSSESSION LETTER in respect of the above said 

Dwelling Unit, he/she should file the objection before the undersigned 

in writing within 15 days from the publication of this notice, failing which 

the documents shall be issued. Further, in case original documents as 

mentioned above are found by anyone, the same should be submitted 

in the above noted Police Station or in the office of the undersigned. 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Subject:- Transfer/Mutation of Allotment/ Registration D.U.No. 3272-1 

of Category-MIG-II UT in Sector 44-D, Chandigarh in the names of (i) 

MRS. JEET RANI W/O LATE PREM CHAND DHIMAN (ii) MRS. ROSY 

DHIMAN D/O LATE SH.PREM CHAND DHIMAN (iii) SH.RAJIV 

KUMAR DHIMAN S/O LATE SH.PREM CHAND DHIMAN (iv) 

MRS.SUMAN D/O LATE SH.PREM CHAND DHIMAN, W/O 

SH.SATISH KUMAR on the intestate Demise of allottee/Co-transferee 

SH.PREM CHAND S/O LATE SH.BANARSI DASS. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the General Public and all 

concerned that SH.PREM CHAND S/O LATE SH.BANARSI DASS 

owner of Dwelling Unit No. 3272-1 of Category -MIG-II UT in Sector 

44-D, Chandigarh expired on 11.01.2022 at PANCHKULA (HR) as 

informed by his legal heirs. (i) MRS.JEET RANI W/O LATE PREM 

CHAND DHIMAN (ii) MRS.ROSY DHIMAN D/O LATE SH.PREM 

CHAND DHIMAN (iii) SH.RAJIV KUMAR DHIMAN S/O LATE 

SH.PREM CHAND DHIMAN (iv) MRS.SUMAN D/O LATE SH.PREM 

CHAND DHIMAN, W/O SH.SATISH KUMAR have requested for transfer 

of ownership of Dwelling Unit No. 3272-1 of Category-MIG-II UT in 

Sector 44-D, Chandigarh in their names on the basis of intestate demise 

of SH.PREM CHAND S/O LATE SH.BANARSI DASS. They have further 

stated that no other legal heir has been left out and they are the only legal 

heirs of deceased owner of the above said Dwelling Unit. 

In case anybody has any objection regarding the claim/right/interest in 

the dwelling unit which is proposed to be transferred by the Chandigarh 

Housing Board in favour of (i) MRS. JEET RANI (wife)(ii) MRS.ROSY 

DHIMAN (daughter) (iii) SH.RAJIV KUMAR DHIMAN 

(son)(iv)MRS.SUMAN (daughter) he/she may submit the objection in 

writing to the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, 

failing which the registration and allotment of the said dwelling unit shall 

be transferred in favour of the above claimant's. 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing 

Chandigarh 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation /Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 

Unit No. 1010 (GROUND FLOOR) of Category- HIG (L) in Sector 45-

B, Chandigarh on the basis of Sale Deed in the name of SMT.ANU 

BALA W/O SH.GOPAL KRISHAN & SH.GOPAL KRISHAN S/O SH.OM 

PARKASH from the name of allottee/transferee SMT.PARAMJIT KAUR 

W/O SH.GURDEEP SINGH. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 1010 (GROUND FLOOR) of 

Category- HIG (L) in Sector 45-B, Chandigarh stands in the name of 

allottee/transferee SMT.PARAMJIT KAUR W/O SH.GURDEEP SINGH. 

Now, SMT.PARAMJIT KAUR W/O SH.GURDEEP SINGH has sold the 

above said dwelling unit to SMT.ANU BALA W/O SH.GOPAL KRISHAN 

& SH.GOPAL KRISHAN S/O SH.OM PARKASH vide Sale Deed 

Executed and registered in office of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 

28.02.2025. SMT.ANU BALA W/O SH.GOPAL KRISHAN & SH.GOPAL 

KRISHAN S/O SH.OM PARKASH have requested this office for transfer 

the above said dwelling unit in their names on the basis of sale deed. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 

favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh. 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation /Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 

Unit No. 286 (Ground floor) of Category-II on Sector 44-A, 

Chandigarh on the basis of sale Deed in the name of SMT.MANDEEP 

KAUR W/O SH.MANJIT SINGH & SH. AMANJIT SINGH S/O 

SH.BALRAJ SINGH from the name of allottee/transferee SMT.RUPY 

SINGH W/O SH.TARANPREET SINGH. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 286 (Ground floor) of Category-

II in Sector 44-A Chandigarh stands in the name of allottee/transferee 

SMT.RUPY SINGH W/O SH.TARANPREET SINGH. Now, SMT.RUPY 

SINGH W/O SH.TARANPREET SINGH has sold the above said 

dwelling unit to SMT.MANDEEP KAUR W/O SH.MANJIT SINGH & 

SH.MANJIT SINGH S/O SH.BALRAJ SINGH vide Sale Deed Executed 

and registered in office of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 19.02.2025. 

SMT.MANDEEP KAUR W/O SH.MANJIT SINGH & SH.MANJIT SINGH 

S/O SH.BALRAJ SINGH has requested this office for transfer the above 

said dwelling unit in their names on the basis of sale deed. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 

favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh. 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Subject:- Mutation/Transfer of Ownership 

in respect of D.U. NO.2940-1 of Category-

LIG in Sector 47-C, Chandigarh in the 

name of SH.RAJ KUMAR S/O LATE 

SH.KHUSHI RAM SHARMA from the 

name of allottee/transferee SH.KHUSHI 

RAM S/O LATE SH.KIRLA RAM on the basis of Registered WILL. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that SH.RAJ KUMAR S/O LATE SH.KHUSHI RAM SHARMA 

has applied after death of its allottee/transferee of SH.KHUSHI RAM S/O 

LATE SH.KIRLA RAM to the Chandigarh Housing Board for transfer of 

the D.U.No. 2940-1 of Category-LIG in Sector 47-C, Chandigarh in 

his/her name SH.KHUSHI RAM S/O LATE SH.KIRLA RAM expired on 

06.11.2024 at CHANDIGARH and had left behind a WILL which was 

registered with Sub-Registrar Chandigarh dated 27.03.2019 in his/her 

favour. He has further stated that the WILL of the deceased 

allottee/transferee is the last WILL executed by him which has neither 

superseded nor cancelled till the death of the deceased. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the registration and allotment of the said dwelling unit shall be 

transferred in favour of above said claimants. 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh. 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 





Iwas born in a middle-class
family 66 years back, less
than 12 years after inde-

pendence. My father was an
engineer in a state govern-
ment department. I came
across my mother’s diary a
few years back. She had spent
her life painstakingly balanc-
ing a low government income
against the rising expenses of
bringing up three children.
My parents inculcated in us
the value of money.
Another value that was deeply
ingrained into our psyche by
them was to respect everyone.
I was taught that relationships
were more important. A look
of reproach from my mother
was enough for me to realise
my mistake if I was disre-
spectful. 
This is what I tried to pass on
to my children. I often look at
them with pride. Having lived
a better part of my life trying
to hold on to these values, I
now find myself at crossroads.
Rapid urbanisation has result-
ed in concentration of bigger
population in apartments. 
Technology has evolved like
never before to provide faster
modes of communication.
Society WhatsApp group is
unfortunately used by a few
people at the expense of har-

monious relationships.
Recently, I found myself at the
receiving end of a vitriolic dia-
tribe. My fault was that I had
taken the initiative of organ-
ising a cultural and literature
festival. 
I sincerely believe that our
youngsters need more expo-
sure to the arts to navigate an
increasingly fast-paced and
more stressful world than
what we grew up in. The lan-
guage used by a few of these
persons, who have claimed to
be my good friends and
neighbours over the past eight
years, left me nonplussed at
best and painfully hurt at
worst. It should not have sur-
prised me. These very people
have been habitually doing
the same followed by profuse
apologies as it suits them. It
just seems expedient to them
in the murky world of society

politics. It does not matter to
them if their actions are
derogatory. 
The condominium seems to
be mirroring the happenings
beyond the residential com-
plex. I am left wondering that
politics and religion, the two
factors that should create a
unified society, are used to
divide. 
It is at times like these that I
start doubting the values
inculcated by my parents,
and that in turn, I expect my
children to follow. I talked to
many other residents working
with me for the festival. They
were also indignant and sad
about the way things were
turning out to be. 
They had their own stories to
narrate. One lady was rudely
told to curb her flair for tak-
ing good initiative. Another
lady was left with only four

other friends when it was time
to pitch in. The majority suf-
fers in silence at the hands of
the minority. It made me
rethink if our parents were
wrong in turning us what
many may call timid to suf-
fer mental anguish. I also
debated if we passed the right
values to our children. 
We were unanimous in our
shared belief. I derived
strength as I looked around,
and talked to these parents,
many of whom were younger.
We have been right in teach-
ing our children to be better
humans. 
Our children are better than
us. They are putting the same
technology to better use. #Me
Too, Girls’ Right to Education,
Let’s Talk, Good Touch Bad
Touch are only a few of the
initiatives that they are pur-
suing with single-minded
devotion to make this a bet-
ter world. I am confident that
they will set better examples
for the next generations to
raise their voices and not
suffer in silence against the
bullies

(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian

Railways and conducts class-
es in creative writing; views

are personal)

The European Union’s outreach to India has gained significant momentum, mark-
ing a new chapter in their strategic relationship. In the wake of global disruptions,
including the shifting stance of the United States under Donald Trump-characterised

by tariffs, the withdrawal of support for Ukraine, and disengagement from Gaza-the strength-
ening of EU-India ties emerges as a stabilising force in global geopolitics. European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen’s recent visit to India underscores the EU’s
commitment to deepening ties with New Delhi. Meeting Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at Hyderabad House, von der Leyen expressed the EU’s high regard for India as a part-
ner. She emphasised that as the two enter the third decade of their strategic partner-
ship, “the best is yet to come.” This sentiment reflects the EU’s vision of India as a key
player in shaping global economic and political landscapes. A focal point of their dis-
cussions was the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), a crucial initia-

tive aimed at boosting connectivity, trade and energy
cooperation.
Given the evolving geopolitical dynamics, this corri-
dor could serve as a counterbalance to China’s Belt
and Road Initiative, ensuring a more diversified and
resilient global supply chain. A significant highlight of
the India-EU partnership is its deepening engagement
in digital and technological arenas. With India emerg-
ing as a technological powerhouse and the EU striv-
ing for digital sovereignty, collaboration in these areas
can create a formidable synergy. The EU’s focus on
clean energy aligns with India’s ambitious renewable
energy goals. Such initiatives can help India and the

EU lead the global transition towards a sustainable future. Beyond technology and ener-
gy, trade remains a cornerstone of EU-India ties. Both sides are actively negotiating a
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) that could unlock significant economic potential. The EU
is India’s second-largest trading partner and a comprehensive trade agreement would
not only boost exports but also enhance supply chain resilience, particularly in a world
grappling with economic volatility. With Trump’s protectionist policies disrupting glob-
al trade, an EU-India trade pact could serve as a counterweight, ensuring that both
economies remain competitive and open to global commerce. The collaboration on sup-
ply chain resilience will also be crucial in mitigating risks associated with overdepen-
dence on specific markets. With Trump’s policies creating uncertainty in trans-Atlantic
relations and global trade, the EU’s pivot towards India reflects a strategic recalibration.
The EU recognises India’s growing role as a stabilising force in global affairs-both as a
democratic counterweight to authoritarian regimes and as a crucial player in maintain-
ing a rules-based international order. The EU-India partnership stands at a defining moment.
With digital collaboration, green energy initiatives, and robust trade negotiations at the
forefront, this relationship could reshape global economic and political alignments.

A game changer

iation from Mexico, Canada and China.
Trump’s government has imposed 25 per
cent tariffs on Mexican and Canadian
imports though Trump limited the levy
to 10 per cent on Canadian energy. He
also doubled the tariffs he slapped last
month on Chinese products to 20 per
cent. China retaliated with tariffs of upto
15 per cent on a wide array of US farm
exports. It has also expanded the num-
ber of US companies subject to export
controls and other restrictions by about
two dozens. Canadian PM has said that
his country would plaster tariffs on
more than 100 billion dollars of American
goods over the course of 21 days. 
Mexican President has said that Mexico
would respond to the new taxes with its
own retaliatory tariffs. Trump has said
that tariffs are intended to address drug
trafficking and illegal immigration. He
has also announced that the tariffs will
come down only if the US trade deficit
narrows. China has filed complaint with
the WTO against US in response to
Trump’s tariff hikes on Chinese goods.
Canada also had initiated disruptive

proceedings against US at the WTO on
the additional tariffs. Trump’s new tariff
Imposition will certainly rattle financial
markets, raising concern about renewal
inflation and business uncertainty in US
and abroad. 

P Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelveli

CONG LEADER COURTS CONTROVERSY  
Madam — Congress spokesperson
Sharma Mohamed stirred controversy by
calling Rohit Sharma “fat for a sportsman”
and the “most unimpressive” captain
India has had. Congress is already losing
deposits and the recent debacle at Delhi
elections proved their worth and the high
command must have decent control
over the cadres by teaching them how to
talk on a public platform. In a historic
achievement, India captain Rohit has
become the first captain to lead his team
to the final in all four major Men’s ICC
tournaments. 

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai

BLUE ECONOMY NEEDS PROTECTION
Madam — Kudos for ‘Balancing growth
and conservation’ (March 6) for high-
lighting the most sensitive issue of con-
servation at Kerala’s Quilon fish bank.
This is only one of the several aspects of
conservation, and its ignorance has a
massive, devastating effect on the blue
economy and fishing community. Fifty-
six percent of our coastal population is
directly and indirectly dependent on the
blue economy. The conservation aspect
of sustainable growth and development
has long been ignored by the policymak-
ers. The political ecosystem is insensitive
to conservation. In fact, extensive conser-
vation projects need to be conceived and
implemented on all river fronts, partic-
ularly in the hilly areas. In the absence of
geological studies and research and con-
servation, mass destruction of life and
property in hills is caused by torrential
rains and floods. 
Several rivers are disappearing fast, caus-
ing mass annihilation of flora and fauna
as well as cultivation. The Geological
Survey of India should carry out wide-
ranging and widespread surveys and
research in hills, riverbeds, and coastal
regions to ascertain and fetch fresh data.
The Archaeological Survey of India
should engage conservation architects for
carrying out conservation of excavation
sites, historic places and buildings,
ancient temples, river fronts, and coastal
regions. Against all beliefs and percep-
tions, the conservation projects are
potential employers and sources of rev-
enue. Unfortunately, our engineering
colleges are producing fewer conservation
architects. Urban development is incom-
plete without conservation. Oceanic
studies and research institutions should
be established in all potential regions for
sustainable growth and development.

Vinod Johri | Delhi

US IMPOSES HEAVY TARIFF
Madam— US President Trump  launched
trade war against America’s three biggest
trade partners, drawing immediate retal-
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The strengthening of EU-India ties offers a promising path

towards stability, prosperity and technological advancement

back to a full circle. The bet-
ter-known cases of history
have similar dots on a less-
er scale and indeed, this
can be true also in personal
lives. 
The long and short of it is,
it takes more than a ‘win’ to
become a winner. At a differ-
ent scale altogether, person-
al dislikes and prejudices
can be so large that one
adopts an attitude where
one concludes that, irre-
spective of the nuances, one
will simply not work towards
a solution. Here again, the
resolution of the conflict
becomes difficult. Hence, it
is a fortunate situation where
both sides want a situation of
solution and therefore are
open to it. This is so often a
given in this set of circum-
stances that to pray for it
would be to hope for the
near impossible.  
To expect divine grace to
sort out the situation may be
the only route forward.
Other factors prevent a
meaningful resolution of a
conflict, one being a gender
dimension and another as
sibling rivalry.  Be that as it

may, it is necessary to recog-
nise that no conflict can be
eternal either. While it is true
that generations have trans-
ferred the conflict from one
to another, the nature of the
conflict itself became an
impediment to solutions,
and if nothing else, the ego
factor may become a prima-
ry determinant of the way
forward. 
Under such circumstances,
the generational transfor-
mation of the rivals involved
alters the nature of the solu-
tion that is feasible.  
Indeed, no solution is feasi-
ble unless it is doable and
sustainable. People often
align together because of
their own needs and then
find arguments to sustain
their position. In many
cases, logic gives way to
simple impulses and a non-
thinking solution takes hold
of the operationally power-
ful. The operationally pow-
erful impose their solution,
and the predictable hap-
pens. 
The flawed solution is sub-
verted by the party whose
basic need for advantage

flowing out of the conflict
was not met. Under such cir-
cumstances, it may be use-
ful to suspend the conflict
and learn to live with it
rather than solve the prob-
lem. Avoiding a problem or
indeed learning to live with
it may at times be a solution.
This can follow many routes
including not letting the
problem escalate.
The enigmatic context is
that very often, as the needs
of the combatants change,
the search for solutions also
becomes elusive.  This is
because one has no use for
“the solutions”. 
The times have changed,
and the solutions are passive
because there is nothing left
to enjoy in becoming a win-
ner. It is therefore important
to realise, in many cases, that
a solution is only a solution
if it makes winners of all
concerned. However, that
may be another matter alto-
gether.
(The writer is a well-known

management consultant of
international repute. The

views expressed are 
personal)

When no solution is
the only solution

One of the bigger
challenges in life is
to find an answer
to a question deal-
ing with life itself.

The glib belief is that every
problem has a solution. A wise-
crack has rightly commented
that every problem has a solu-
tion but the solution creates a
problem of its own. If it were a
simple, straightforward dimen-
sion, such as that, there would
be nothing to worry about
because problems and solutions
would be in a dyadic relation-
ship. 
The problem arises when a
problem is not solvable because
two sides want a solution on
their terms or indeed have no
solution at all. This need not
necessarily be an act of mis-
chief, but it may be a simple
case of jealousy/envy or indeed
a bitter competitiveness that
brooks no solution at all. The
first exposure to such an
intractable jungle-like situa-
tion today is that the two par-
ties concerned themselves do
not see a solution worth pursu-
ing. This may be because of
many reasons, one of them
being that the person con-
cerned may genuinely believe
he has an upper hand and that
he is not going to lose that
advantage. Very often, this gets
intertwined with ego, worth, or
dislike. 
If  there are stakeholders
beyond this, of a variety which
see an advantage in the con-
tending parties being main-
tained as contending parties, or
there is a personal dislike
between the two people con-
cerned, then also a solution
becomes well-nigh impossible. 
Thus, it is that certain problems
have subsisted beyond genera-
tions and led to devastating
wars which ultimately wiped
out both parties, and there
was nothing for the winner to
take away at all. 
The story of the Mahabharata
is a telltale story of the winners
ultimately having nothing to
gain, at least for the generation
in play. In more recent times,
World War I and World War II
did not produce any obvious
winners, and the world went

PM Modi inaugurates Vantara 

THUS, IT IS THAT
CERTAIN PROBLEMS

HAVE SUBSISTED
BEYOND

GENERATIONS 
AND LED TO

DEVASTATING 
WARS WHICH

ULTIMATELY 
WIPED OUT BOTH

PARTIES AND 
THERE WAS

NOTHING FOR THE 
WINNER

TO TAKE AWAY 
AT ALL

A parent’s reflection on society
and the next generation

The recent visit by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the inaugu-
ration of Vantara – Wildlife

Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre in
Gujarat’s Jamnagar has hit the headlines
with heart warming pictures of the PM
spending happy moments with the ani-
mals there.  Spread over 3,000 acres,
Vantara- a brain child of Anant Ambani
of the Reliance group is all set to
become the world’s largest zoo and

rehabilitation centre. The world class
rehabilitation centre is equipped with
modern veterinary technology, includ-
ing ICU, MRI, CT scan, X-ray, dialysis,
ultrasound and endoscopy units,
besides research institutions and aca-
demic hubs. 
Vantara which received the presti-
gious ‘Prani Mitra’ national award
focusses on rescue, rehabilitation and
protection of animals globally. The
facility has through its various opera-
tions rescued abused, injured and
endangered animals from different
parts of the globe. The rehabilitation
center has been designed to recreate a
natural and nurturing environment
akin to the lush habitats from which the
rescued animals hail from.

M Pradyu | Kannur

VINAYSHIL 
GAUTAM

SANJAY CHANDRA

I was raised with the values of respect, resilience and financial prudence principles.

yet, I sometimes wonder if these values still carry the same significance

Whether due to ego or rivalry, certain disputes become intractable, spanning
generations. The irony is that winning does not always make one a winner
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A SIMPLE, 
WELL-TIMED

NAMASTE
HAS GIVEN

INCREDIBLE
INDIA A

RENEWED
GLOBAL

IDENTITY,
TRANSFORMING

ITS
PARTICIPATION 

IN WORLD
CINEMA FROM

OCCASIONAL
RECOGNITION
TO STRATEGIC

INFLUENCE.

Even as President Trump of the USA was busy being the world’s
most popular content creator, the global forces were turning the
gears of a strategic realignment. After the televised, admonish-

ment of Ukrainian President Zelensky by US President Trump and his
VP JD Vance, the former was seen with several leaders of the European
Union. As the case may be European leaders didn’t have much to offer
to Ukraine, except a subtle message to make peace with the US
President. It may be a matter of time, before, Ukrainian President
Zelensky has to evacuate his bunker office in Kyiv and perhaps make
way for a more, current US head of state worldview representative. 
The message for the world was clear, the US would no longer be happy
to bankroll, what it considers vague political narratives, potentially con-
sidered to be the hallmark of a free liberal world order. 
This world order, incidentally a post-World War creation, by the US,
ensured free fair open markets, meant for the prosperity of all. What
this free world order has achieved in the past many decades can be
debated, however, it has ensured the US retains its supremacy in the
economic prosperity index and so have many of the aligned nations
including India (since the 1990s). Just before the US and Ukraine vis-
ible splat,  European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen led
a large delegation of senior ministers to Delhi to re-establish the high-
level EU India Trade and Technology Council conversations. Given the
current geo-political landscape, one of the major focus areas was Digital
Economy and Governance. 
The European Union (EU) and India reaffirmed their commitment to
deepening digital cooperation, emphasising shared values through their
Working Group 1 on Strategic Technologies, Digital Governance, and
Digital Connectivity. Both sides pledged to accelerate human-centric

digital transformation and advance key technologies, including AI, semi-
conductors, High-Performance Computing and 6G, to benefit both
economies and societies. The two parties agreed to enhance research
and innovation to improve competitiveness and economic security while
promoting a cyber-secure global digital ecosystem. They also stressed
the importance of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in fostering inclu-
sive digital economies. Both sides committed to ensuring interoper-
ability between their respective DPIs, safeguarding human rights, and
protecting personal data and intellectual property. They also discussed
mutual recognition of e-signatures to facilitate cross-border digital trans-
actions.
On semiconductor collaboration, the EU and India focused on strength-
ening the resilience of supply chains and expanding joint research in
areas such as chip design and sustainable technologies.
The two sides underscored their shared commitment to the respon-
sible development of AI, agreeing to further cooperation through joint
projects and the development of frameworks for ethical AI. They also
plan to enhance cooperation on large language models and AI appli-
cations in sectors like climate change and bioinformatics. They also
committed to implementing the Global Digital Compact, which was
endorsed at the UN General Assembly in September 2024, and ensur-
ing continued global support for multi-stakeholder internet governance
at the upcoming World Summit on Information Society +20. It may
be the right click for both the EU and India. The EU and India are seiz-
ing the opportunity to strengthen their digital and technological ties.
Their renewed partnership signals a commitment to fostering a resilient,
secure, and inclusive digital future, underpinned by shared values and
mutual economic interests. As old alliances shift, new partnerships
may define the contours of the evolving world order.

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)
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The recent sighting of the
endangered Ganges dol-
phin (Platanista ganget-

ica) in Assam’s Charikadia
River at Dhakuakhana,
Lakhimpur district, has
sparked immense interest.
Locally known as Sihu, this
marks the first recorded pres-
ence of the species in the river
since 1998, ending a 25-year
absence. The prolonged disap-
pearance of the Ganges dol-
phin from this waterway had
fueled concerns over its dwin-
dling numbers and possible
extinction.
The disappearance of the
species from the Charikadia
River has been attributed to
several factors, including hunt-
ing, habitat destruction, and
depletion of food sources.
Historically, Ganges dolphins 
thrived across major river sys

tems in India, Nepal, and
Bangladesh, including the
Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna
and Karnaphuli-Sangu river
systems. However, their pop-
ulation has now become frag-
mented, with significant num-
bers surviving only in isolated
sections of these river sys-
tems.The Ganges dolphin is a
unique freshwater species that
is functionally blind and relies

on echolocation to hunt.
Despite its remarkable adapta-
tions, the species faces severe
threats, primarily due to habi-
tat degradation from large-
scale development projects,
including dam construction,
drainage works, and embank-
ments. 
Pollution further exacerbates
the risks to their survival.
Recognizing the urgent need
for conservation, India has
taken steps to protect the
Ganges dolphin. The National
Dolphin Research Centre
(NDRC), the country’s first
dedicated research facility for
this species, was inaugurated
on March 4, 2024, in Patna,
Bihar. Located on the Patna
University campus, near the
Ganges River, the center spans
4,400 square meters and aims
to conduct in-depth research

on dolphin behavior, survival,
and threats. 
It also provides training to fish-
ermen, equipping them with
conservation techniques to
protect dolphins during fish-
ing activities.Despite conserva-
tion efforts, human infrastruc-
ture projects continue to pose
significant challenges.  The col-
lapse of a four-lane bridge
under construction over the
Ganga River at Sultanganj-
Agwani in Bihar for the third
time has drawn attention to the
environmental impact of such
developments. In 1990, the
Bihar government declared a
60-km stretch of the Ganga
River from Sultanganj to
Kahalgaon as the Vikramshila
Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary,
aiming to protect the species
while promoting eco-tourism.
Recognizing the ecological

significance of the Ganges
dolphin, the Government of
India designated it as the
national aquatic animal in
October 2009 during the inau-
gural meeting of the National
Ganga River Basin Authority
(NGRBA), chaired by then-
Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh. 
The Vikramshila Gangetic
Dolphin Sanctuary currently
hosts approximately 250 dol-
phins, frequently observed
between Shankar Talkies and

Manik Sarkar Ghat.While gov-
ernment agencies have made
efforts to protect the species,
conservationists emphasize that
illegal sand mining must be
curbed to ensure its survival.
Large-scale sand extraction
disrupts river ecosystems by
altering water flow and destroy-
ing the dolphins’ habitat and
food sources, such as small fish. 
Mechanized sand mining fur-
ther exacerbates environmen-
tal damage, creating deep
trenches that negatively impact

river health. Experts warn that
unless illegal activities are con-
trolled, the already fragile dol-
phin population will continue
to decline. On a more opti-
mistic note, Union Water
Resources Minister C.R. Patil
has stated that the Namami
Gange Mission-a large-scale
initiative aimed at rejuvenating
the Ganga-has contributed to a
rise in the dolphin population.
Experts view this as an encour-
aging sign of improving envi-
ronmental conditions.
According to the Wildlife
Institute of India, approxi-
mately 4,000 Gangetic dol-
phins currently inhabit the
Ganga and its tributaries, with
nearly 2,000 residing in Uttar
Pradesh alone. In response, the
Uttar Pradesh government has
introduced a tourism policy
designating a dolphin sanctu-

ary within the Chambal
Sanctuary to bolster conserva-
tion efforts.Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s launch of
Project Dolphin has signifi-
cantly increased public aware-
ness of the species. This initia-
tive strengthens conservation
measures while promoting
the ecological health of the
Ganga River. Further empha-
sizing its commitment to pro-
tecting the species, the
Standing Committee of the
National Board for Wildlife
has designated October 5 as
National Dolphin Day.  With
increasing awareness and con-
servation initiatives, there is
renewed hope that these
remarkable creatures will con-
tinue to thrive in their natur-
al habitat.

(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)

Ganges dolphin resurfaces in Charikadia river after 25 years

The EU and India are strengthening ties in digital
governance, AI and semiconductor resilience
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Indian storytelling  captivates and inspire audiences worldwide. With the right
strategy, this moment can shape the future of Indian cinema

Namaste at Oscars:

Indian cinema has arrived

came close,  and Slumdog
Millionaire (2008) swept the
Academy Awards, yet these nar-
ratives were largely shaped by
Western filmmakers. The para-
digm began to shift with R (2022),
which not only won an Oscar for
Naatu Naatu but also forced glob-
al audiences to acknowledge the
unapologetic, high-energy story-
telling of Indian filmmakers.
This shift was further cemented
when Payal Kapadia’s All We
Imagine as Light (2024) won the
Grand Prix at Cannes, a rare hon-
our for Indian cinema. Films like
Chaitanya Tamhane’s The
Disciple (2020), Rima Das’s
Village Rockstars (2017), and
Nandita Das’s Manto (2018) have
been steadily breaking barriers,
proving that Indian cinema is no
longer defined by stereotypes but
by diverse, powerful narratives.
The power of this Namaste must
be harnessed beyond the Oscars.
As India gears up for Cannes
2025, this moment should serve
as a launching pad for stronger
positioning. India’s representation
at global film festivals must be
strategic; ensuring that films sent
to these platforms reflect the
depth, diversity, and dynamism of
Indian storytelling.
The Cannes Film Festival has
already been a crucial stepping
stone for Indian cinema. From
Neecha Nagar (1946) winning the
Palme d’Or to Masaan (2015)
winning the Un Certain Regard
prize, India’s legacy at Cannes has
been long-standing. However,
now is the time to transition from
isolated wins to sustained influ-
ence. 
The government and industry
stakeholders must work together
to ensure that Indian cinema is

not just participating but active-
ly shaping the conversation. One
powerful example of how such
moments create ripples is Life of
Pi (2012). When director Ang Lee
won the Oscar for Best Director,
he greeted the audience with a
Namaste, acknowledging the deep
Indian cultural influence on the
film. 
That moment reinforced India’s
storytelling traditions, but the
Namaste at the Oscars 2025 is
even more significant; it wasn’t
just about one film, it was about
the entire Indian cinematic move-
ment.
India must now leverage this
momentum through platforms
like WAVES, the country’s film
export initiative. WAVES has the
potential to push Indian cinema
into untapped markets, ensuring
that films from independent,
regional, and mainstream creators
reach wider international audi-
ences.  
By riding the wave of this
Namaste moment, WAVES can
position Indian cinema not just as
entertainment, but as a formida-
ble cultural force. Strategic collab-
orations, international distribu-
tion networks, and dedicated
Oscar campaigns must now be
part of the plan. 
If South Korea could orchestrate
a global push for Parasite (2019),
resulting in its historic Oscar
win, India must now do the
same, systematically pushing its
best films into the international
awards circuit.
This is not just about recognition;
it’s about claiming a rightful place
in world cinema. The Namaste at
the Oscars 2025 should serve as
a wake-up call, a reminder that
Indian cinema has evolved from

a land of fantasy to a nation of
action. It is no longer a question
of whether Indian films will win
the Oscar; it is now a matter of
when and how often. India is no
longer a guest at the global film
table-it is a host, a creator, and an
influencer. 
The Namaste was not just a greet-
ing; it was an invitation for the
world to recognise Indian cine-
ma’s true potential. The time to
capitalise on this moment is now.
With the right vision and action,
this could be the defining decade
when Indian cinema not only par-
ticipates in global storytelling
but leads it.
The world has acknowledged
India. Now, Indian cinema must
ensure that every frame, every
story, and every festival presence
echoes the power of that Namaste.
The Namaste at the Oscars 2025
was more than a greeting-it was
a defining moment for Indian
cinema on the global stage. It
symbolised India’s growing influ-
ence in storytelling, marking a
shift from sporadic recognition to
strategic presence. To sustain this
momentum, 
India must leverage platforms
like WAVES, push for global col-
laborations, and ensure strong
representation at festivals. The
world has acknowledged India’s
cinematic potential; now, it is time
for Indian cinema to lead. With
the right strategy, this moment
can shape the future, ensuring
that Indian storytelling continues
to captivate and inspire audiences
worldwide.

(The writer is former civil ser-
vant writes on cinema and

strategic communication. Inputs
provided by Zoya Ahmad and

Vaishnavi Srinivasan)

The Namaste at the Oscars 2025
has reinforced the idea of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: “The
world is one family,” a vision
that transcends borders yet

thrives on respect, mutual interdepen-
dence and a shared spirit of creativity. This
symbolic gesture was not merely a greet-
ing but a powerful moment of inclusivi-
ty, reflecting cinema’s unique ability to
bring together artists, audiences and cre-
ators from across the globe.
This moment at the Academy Awards
highlights how soft power is no longer
confined to diplomacy alone; it now per-
meates events, institutions, and cultural
exchanges. Cinema, often regarded as the
perfect brand platform for fostering rela-
tionships, stood at the centre of this phe-
nomenon. 
The Namaste was a gateway, introducing
the legacy of Indian storytelling to a
diverse global audience and reinforcing
the deep cultural interconnect between
nations through the lens of cinema.
Beyond its immediate impact, this gesture
has set the stage for the future of the
Oscars and similar global platforms.
It paves the way for cultural ethos to play
a larger role in how nations and their cre-
ative industries collaborate and connect. 
A simple, well-timed Namaste has given
Incredible India a renewed global identi-
ty, transforming its participation in world
cinema from occasional recognition to
strategic influence. 
Conan O’Brien’s decision to open the
Oscars with Namaste was not accidental.
It was a statement, an acknowledgement
that Indian cinema is no longer at the
periphery of global storytelling. This was
not a token mention of India, nor was it
a cursory reference to its billion-strong
audience. 
This was a recognition of India’s growing
cinematic legacy and influence. India
has long been part of Oscar history, but
often through an external gaze. Films like
Gandhi (1982) won big, Lagaan (2001)

The conservation of the Gangetic dolphin is not just about protecting a single species; it is intrinsically linked to  keeping the Ganga clean

RAJESH KUMAR SINGH
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EU leaders open emergency summit
on defence and Ukraine aid
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
BRUSSELS

Facing the prospect that the
United States might cut
them adrift under

President Donald Trump,
European Union leaders
launched a day of emergency
talks Thursday in a bid to beef
up their own security and
ensure that Ukraine will still be
properly protected.
Friedrich Merz, the likely next
chancellor of Germany, and
summit chairman Antonio
Costa discussed over breakfast
in Brussels ways to fortify
Europe’s defences on a short
deadline.
Merz pushed plans this week to
loosen the nation’s rules on run-
ning up debt to allow for high-
er defence spending. 
Meanwhile, the 27-nation bloc
was waking up to news that
French President Emmanuel
Macron would confer with EU
leaders about the possibility of
using France’s nuclear deterrent
to protect the continent from
Russian threats. 
It all underscored the sea
change that has taken place in
the two months since Trump
took office and immediately
started questioning the cor-
nerstones of cooperation
between the United States and
Europe that had been the
bedrock of Western security
since World War II. 
“Given these profound shifts in
US policy, and the existential
threat of another war on the
continent, Europe must manage
its essential defence tasks,” the
European Policy Center think
tank said in a commentary.
The bloc will “take decisive
steps forward,” Macron told
the French nation Wednesday
evening. “Member states will be
able to increase their military

spending” and “massive joint
funding will be provided to buy
and produce some of the most
innovative munitions, tanks,
weapons and equipment in
Europe,” he said.
Adding to the ebullient mes-
sage, he said that “Europe’s
future does not have to be
decided in Washington or
Moscow.”  Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy is taking
part in the summit.
Limited room to increase
spending: European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen has proposed a
plan to loosen budget rules so
countries that are willing can
spend much more on defense.

Her proposal is underpinned by
150 billion euros ($162 billion)
worth of loans to buy priority
military equipment.
Most of the increased defense
spending would have to come
from national budgets at a time
when many countries are
already overburdened with
debt. 
France is struggling to reduce
an excessive annual budget
deficit of 5% of GDP, after run-
ning up its total debt burden to
112% of GDP with spending on
relief for businesses and con-
sumers during the COVID-19
pandemic and the energy cri-
sis that followed Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Five other countries using the
euro currency have debt levels
over 100% of GDP: Belgium,
Greece, Spain, Italy and
Portugal. Europe’s largest econ-
omy, Germany, has more room
to borrow, with a debt level of
62% of GDP.
Pressing security needs: Part
of any security plan is also to
protect the increasingly belea-
guered position of Ukraine.
A Russian missile killed four
people staying at a hotel in
Zelenskyy’s hometown
overnight. He said that a
humanitarian organisation’s
volunteers had moved into the
hotel in Kryvyi Rih, in central
Ukraine, just before the strike.

The volunteers included
Ukrainian, American and
British nationals, but it wasn’t
clear whether those people
were among the 31 injured.
Early this week, Trump ordered
a pause to US military supplies
to Ukraine as he sought to press
Zelenskyy to engage in negoti-
ations to end the war with
Russia, bringing fresh urgency
to Thursday’s summit.
Thursday’s meeting is unlike-
ly to address Ukraine’s most
pressing needs. It is not aimed
at urgently drumming up more
arms and ammunition to fill
any supply vacuum created by
the US freeze. Nor will all
nations agree to unblock the
estimated 183 billion euros
($196 billion) in frozen Russian
assets held in a Belgian clear-
ing house, a pot of ready cash
that could be seized.
Still, the Europeans under-
lined the importance of the
moment.
“Europe faces a clear and pre-
sent danger on a scale that none
of us have seen in our adult life-
time. Some of our fundamen-
tal assumptions are being
undermined to their very core,”
von der Leyen warned in a let-
ter to the leaders ahead of their
meeting.
But perhaps the biggest chal-
lenge for the EU will be to take
a united stance at a moment
when it’s fractured, since much
of what the bloc does requires
unanimous support. Hungary
is threatening to veto part of the
summit statement on Ukraine.
Even if the challenges are so
daunting, Thursday’s summit is
unlikely to produce immediate
decisions on spending for
Ukraine or its own defenses.
Another EU summit where
the real contours of decisions
would be much clearer is set for
March 20-21.

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy meets French President Emmanuel Macron on the sidelines of the European Council
to discuss continued support for Ukraine and European defense, in Brussels on Thursday. PRESS TTRUS OOF IINDIA

France steps in to provide military intel to
Ukraine as US freezes vital information
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
PARIS

France is providing military
intelligence to Ukraine

after Washington announced
it was freezing the sharing of
information with Kyiv, French
defence Minister Sebastien
Lecornu said Thursday. 
The US said Wednesday it
had paused its intelligence
sharing with Ukraine, cutting
off the flow of vital informa-
tion that has helped the war-
torn nation target Russian
invaders, but Trump admin-

istration officials have said
that positive talks between
Washington and Kyiv mean it
may only be a short suspen-
sion. American intelligence is
vital for Ukraine to track
Russian troop movements
and select targets.
Speaking to France Inter radio
on Thursday, Lecornu said
France is continuing its intel-
ligence sharing.
“Our intelligence is sover-
eign,” Lecornu said. “We have
intelligence that we allow
Ukraine to benefit from.”
Lecornu added that following

the US decision to suspend all
military aid to Ukraine,
French President Emmanuel
Macron asked him to “accel-
erate the various French aid
packages” to make up for
the lack of American assis-
tance. 
Lecornu said that in the wake
of the US decision, ship-
ments of Ukraine-bound aid
departing from Poland had
been suspended, adding how-
ever that “Ukrainians, unfor-
tunately, have learned to fight
this war for three years now
and know how to stockpile.”

Macron offers French nuclear
deterrence to protect Europe
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
PARIS

French President Emmanuel
Macron said Wednesday he

will discuss with European
allies the possibility of using
France’s nuclear deterrent to
protect the continent from
Russian threats, amid concerns
over potential US disengage-
ment. France is the only nuclear
power in the European Union.
Macron, in a televised address
ahead of a special European
summit Thursday, described
Russia as a “threat to France and
Europe,” and said he had decid-
ed “to open the strategic debate
on the protection of our allies
on the European continent by
our (nuclear) deterrent.”  He
said the use of France’s nuclear
weapons would remain only in
the hands of the French presi-
dent. 
Macron’s move comes in
response to a push by German
election winner Friedrich Merz,
who recently called for a discus-
sion on “nuclear sharing” with

France.
EU leaders are set to address the
issue of nuclear deterrence,
among other topics, during the
Thursday summit in Brussels
focusing on support for
Ukraine and European defense.
European NATO allies have for
decades counted on the power-
ful US deterrent.
“Europe’s future does not have
to be decided in Washington or
Moscow,” Macron said, insist-
ing that “the innocence of the
last 30 years” which followed
the 1989 fall of the Berlin Wall,
is “now over.”
Macron said Russia is now
spending 40% of its state bud-
get in military spending, with
plans to expand its army by
2030 with 300,000 additional
soldiers, 3,000 tanks and 300 jet
fighters. “Who can believe that
today’s Russia will stop at
Ukraine?” Macron asked.
Allies need to make sure Russia
would not invade Ukraine again
after a potential peace deal is
signed, Macron said. This
means providing “long-term

support for the Ukrainian
army” and possibly deploying
European forces, he said. 
Those forces “would not fight
on the front line, but they
would be there, on the contrary,
once peace has been signed, to
guarantee that it is fully respect-
ed,” Macron detailed. He said
that a meeting of army chiefs of
staff of European nations will-
ing to be involved is to be held
in Paris next week.
US President Donald Trump
has pushed for Europe to carry
more of the burden of protect-
ing the continent, and Trump
administration officials have
indicated that the current US
level of engagement may not be
forever. 
Macron also said he hoped to
convince Trump not to impose
tariffs on imports from Europe.
Trump has threatened to
impose 25% tariffs on European
goods, arguing that the
European Union has deliberate-
ly undermined trade with the
US, which EU leaders have
denied. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
OMAHA (US)

Farmers and meat producers
across the US can expect the

new tariffs on Mexico, Canada
and China and the retaliatory
action from those countries to
hurt their bottom lines by bil-
lions of dollars if they stay in
place a while, and consumers
could quickly see higher prices
for produce and ground beef.
But some of the impact on
farmers might not be felt until
the next harvest and some
products might actually get
cheaper in the short run for con-
sumers if exports suffer. 
And the price of corn, wheat
and soybeans accounts for rel-
atively little of the price of most
products. Plus, President
Donald Trump could offer
farmers significant aid pay-
ments, as he did during the
trade war with China during his
first administration, to offset
some of the losses.
In his address to Congress

Tuesday night, Trump argued
that agricultural imports hurt
American farmers and asked
them to “bear with me again” as
he seeks to protect them. He
didn’t mention any additional
aid.
“I love the farmer,” he said.
If the tariffs make farmers
uneasy about investing in
expensive tractors and con-
sumers worry so much about
groceries that they cut other
spending, that would hurt the
economy overall and could
even lead to a recession. And
consumers were already worried
about record egg prices amid a
bird flu outbreak.
“Exactly how strong our econ-
omy is over time has a lot to
do with US consumers’ com-
fort with continuing to go out
to restaurants and continuing
to buy washers and dryers and
just that general activity. And
a lot of what we’re talking
about here is probably going to
slow some of that,” said Glynn
Tonsor, an agricultural econ-

omist at Kansas State
University.
The situation has some farmers
stocking up on equipment and
supplies in preparation for
prices to go up, but it’s not like
they can easily buy all their fer-
tilizer ahead of time. And con-
sumers might have a hard time
stockpiling perishable products
like avocados and ground beef.
The details of how the tariffs are
implemented and whether any
products are excluded will also
matter. 
How will farmers be hurt?:
Corn and soybean prices for this
year’s harvest already fell rough-
ly 10% since the tariffs were first
announced a couple of weeks
ago.
Joe Janzen, an agricultural econ-
omist with the University of
Illinois, said that has “snuffed
out” any profitability in those
crops. He called Trump’s com-
ments that farmers may be able
to sell more of their products at
home “at best tone deaf.”
“There is no domestic market

for the amount of corn, soy-
beans, wheat, and other agricul-
tural products that we now
export in significant quantities,”
he said. 
Meanwhile, as crop prices
decline, farmers might see their
fertilizer bill jump because 85%
of the potash American farm-
ers use in fertilizer comes from
Canada, which also supplies
some nitrogen fertilizer as well.
The Fertilizer Institute President
and CEO Corey Rosenbusch
said “an open, fair, predictable
and transparent trade environ-
ment between the U.S. and
Canada is vital.”
“We need potash to raise health-
ier crops,” said Minnesota
farmer Danny Lundell, who
hosted Gov. Tim Walz on his
corn and soybean farm near
Cannon Falls on Tuesday. “And
it doesn’t matter if you’re big,
medium or small, it’s going to
affect you.”
But Iowa State agricultural
economist Chad Hart said many
farmers applied fertilizer to

their fields last fall and may not
have to pay the higher fertiliz-
er bills until later.
What about meat prices?: The
United States imports a lot of
lean beef to mix with fattier beef
produced at American plants to
make hamburger, and that
imported beef will get more
expensive because nearly half of
it comes from Canada and
Mexico. That’s likely to show up
in grocery stores in six to eight
weeks.
America exported more than
$1.8 billion worth of chicken
and another $8.4 billion in red
meat to Mexico, Canada and
China. These tariffs could eas-
ily lead to a 10% drop in
exports, Tonsor said. 
If farmers aren’t able to move
that much meat overseas
because of tariffs, they can
seek to sell more domestically
— but they’ll likely have to dis-
count prices. Bad for farmers,
but potentially good for con-
sumers.
The impact will vary by prod-

uct. For instance, demand for
steaks and bacon may remain
relatively steady because little of
that is exported, but the price
of hams could drop in the US
because Mexico is a major
buyer of those. The price of spe-
cialty cuts like beef tongue that
are almost entirely exported will
plummet.
Livestock producers will see a
bit of relief because the cost of
the feed they use will decline,
but Tonsor said they will still
lose money overall.
How do farmers feel about
this?: “Farmers are very con-
cerned,” said Steve Kuiper, a
director at the Iowa Corn
Growers Association. “People
just aren’t buying stuff,” he
said, which is hitting big com-
panies like John Deere and
local suppliers that sell their
equipment.
That’s the case for farmers who
grow table crops as well as com-
modities. Katy Rogers, who
manages an organic farm out-
side Indianapolis, said that as

soon as Trump started talking
about tariffs she bought every-
thing she thought would see a
price hike in the coming
months. 
Kuiper hopes that the impacts
of tariffs can be mitigated and
eventually lead to a more level
playing field that benefits farm-
ers. He wants to see trade open
with more countries. For
instance, he said that for corn,
China had already been favor-
ing trade with Brazil, so he
instead sees opportunity in
places like India.
But Trump has threatened addi-
tional reciprocal tariffs on other
countries on April 2, which
could make it harder for farm-
ers to shift their exports to other
countries.
What is the lasting impact?:
Trump can do a lot to ease
farmers’ pain with aid pay-
ments. He gave them more
than $22 billion in aid payments
in 2019 and nearly $46 billion
in 2020, though that year also
included aid related to the pan-

demic.
But Janzen notes that Trump is
working to drastically slash
spending across the federal
government.
Walz, who lost his bid to
become vice president last fall,
said the tariffs will hurt trading
relationships and prompt buy-
ers in China, Mexico and
Canada to look elsewhere.
Some trade experts question
how long Trump’s tariffs will
last as they boost prices for
American consumers, includ-
ing his base voters, who have
long complained about inflation
and rising food prices.
“It is going to do nothing to
help with the food inflation in
the US,” said Timothy Wise,
author of “Eating Tomorrow”
and expert on agricultural trade
between Mexico and the US “I
don’t see it as sustainable. I don’t
find it plausible that corporate
folks who surround Trump are
going to sit back and allow him
to destroy their foreign mar-
kets.”

‘Bear with me’, Trump says as both farmers, consumers brace for tariff effects

A half-moon sets behind the Sultanahmet Mosque during the Islamic holy month of Ramadan in Istanbul, Turkey on Thursday.
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Russian missile kills 
4 in Zelenskyy’s
hometown hotel
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n KYIV

In Ukraine, a Russian ballistic missile killed
four people staying at a hotel in President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s hometown during the
night.
Zelenskyy said a humanitarian organisation’s
volunteers had moved into the hotel in Kryvyi
Rih, in central Ukraine, just before the strike,
including Ukrainian, American and British
nationals.
He didn’t say whether those people were among
the 31 injured.
Russia fired 112 Shahed and decoy drones, as
well as two ballistic Iskander missiles, at
Ukraine overnight, the Ukrainian air force said.

S Korean fighter jets accidentally
drop bombs, injuring 8 people
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n SEOUL

Two South Korean fighter jets acci-
dentally dropped eight bombs on

a civilian area during a joint live-fire
exercise with the US military on
Thursday, injuring eight people, offi-
cials said.
The MK-82 bombs released by the
KF-16 fighter jets fell outside a fir-
ing range, the air force said in a state-
ment. It apologised and expressed
hopes for a speedy recovery of the
injured and said it would offer com-
pensation and take other necessary
steps.
The air force said the fighter jets were
taking part in the one-day firing drill

with the US military in Pocheon, a
city close to the heavily armed bor-
der with North Korea.
The air force also said a committee
would investigate the accident and
examine the scale of the damage
inflicted. 
An unidentified air force official
told local reporters that a pilot of
one of the KF-16s had entered
wrong coordinates for a bombing
site. An unidentified Defence
Ministry official told reporters
that further investigation was
needed to determine why the sec-
ond KF-16 also dropped bombs on
a civilian area. 
In a televised briefing, Pocheon

Mayor Paek Young Hyeun called the
bombings “awful” and urged the mil-
itary to halt drills in the city until it
formulates reliable steps that can pre-
vent a recurrence. He said that
Pocheon, a city of 140,000 people,
provides three major firing ranges for
the South Korean and US militaries. 
Park Seong-sook, a 70-year-old eye-
witness who was not hurt in the
bombing, said she thought “a war has
broken out.”
“It was such a loud sound,” she said,
adding that it left her trembling with
fear. 
The military said later Thursday it
has decided to suspend all live-fire
drills across South Korea. 

NZ diplomat in London loses his job over Trump remarks
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA nWELLINGTON
(NEW ZEALAND)

New Zealand’s most senior envoy to
the United Kingdom has lost his job

over remarks he made about US
President Donald Trump at an event in
London this week, New Zealand’s foreign
minister said Thursday. 
Phil Goff, who is New Zealand’s High
Commissioner to the UK, made the com-
ments at an event held by the internation-
al affairs think tank Chatham House in
London on Tuesday.
Goff asked a question from the audience
of the guest speaker, Finland’s Foreign
Minister Elina Valtonen, in which he said
he had been re-reading a famous speech

by former British wartime leader Winston
Churchill from 1938, when Churchill was
a lawmaker in the government of Prime
Minister Neville Chamberlain. Churchill’s
speech rebuked Britain’s signing of the
Munich Agreement with Adolf Hitler,
allowing Germany to annex part of
Czechoslovakia. Goff quoted Churchill
as saying to Chamberlain, “You had the
choice between war and dishonour. You
chose dishonour, yet you will have war.”
Goff then asked Valtonen: “President
Trump has restored the bust of Churchill
to the Oval Office. But do you think he
really understands history?”
As the audience chuckled at the New
Zealand envoy’s question, Valtonen said
she would “limit myself” to saying that

Churchill “has made very timeless
remarks,” according to video of the
event published by New Zealand news
outlets.  Valtonen’s speech on Tuesday was
billed as covering Finland’s approach to
European security at an event entitled
Keeping the peace on NATO’s longest
border with Russia.’
In response to questions from reporters,
Foreign Minister Winston Peters said that
Goff ’s remarks were “disappointing”
and made the envoy’s position “unten-
able.”
“We have asked the Secretary of Foreign
Affairs and Trade, Bede Corry, to now
work through with Mr. Goff the upcom-
ing leadership transition at the New
Zealand High Commission in London,”

Peters said in a written statement. 
Goff has been New Zealand’s envoy to
the UK since January 2023. He did not
immediately respond to a request for
comment.  Officials were “in discussion
with High Commissioner Goff about his
return to New Zealand,” according to a
written statement from New Zealand’s
foreign minister, which did not divulge
more detail.
Former Prime Minister Helen Clark —
who was Goff ’s boss during his time as
a lawmaker — denounced his sacking
in a post on X, where she wrote the
episode was “a very thin excuse” for
removing a “highly respected” former
foreign minister from his diplomatic
role.
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China’s premier & American president: Two leaders, two speeches, two differing world visions
AP n BEIJING

Their words came just an hour
apart this week — two major

speeches by two of the world’s
most powerful leaders, deliv-
ered on opposite sides of the
planet. Together, they illustrate
the very different approaches the
world’s 21st-century powers are
taking to achieve their respective
national ambitions.
For China, it was a call for unity
to overcome obstacles through
innovation and “opening up” —
a time-honoured phrase in
Chinese politics — to eventual-
ly accomplish national rejuvena-
tion. It came from Chinese
Premier Li Qiang in Beijing as he
delivered an annual work report
to the National People’s Congress,
nearly 3,000 representatives from
a nation of 1.4 billion people.
Seven thousand miles away and
an hour later, at 9 p.m. in
Washington, President Donald
Trump addressed both chambers
of the U.S. Congress, more than
500 lawmakers representing a
nation of 340 million, as he
vowed to levy tariffs on imports
and defeat inflation to “make
America great again” — an equal-
ly resonant phrase for many in
the United States.
From setting to speaking style,
the speeches were an ocean
apart. Yet they struck a similar
tone — that of a desire for great-
ness at a moment when the reign-
ing superpower and its biggest
challenger are seeing their inter-
ests increasingly at odds.
The paths their leaders choose
will shape both countries’ futures
— and the rest of the world’s, too.
Divided democracy vs. author-
itarian unity: Li’s speech was a
set piece delivered to a loyal audi-
ence. For 55 minutes, he read a
condensed version of a mostly
dry and laudatory report on the

government’s performance last
year and its plans for 2025. 
He spoke from the stage of a
grand, theatre-like chamber in
the Great Hall of the People, a
monumental, communist-era
edifice on Beijing’s renowned
Tiananmen Square. China’s top
leader, Xi Jinping, sat on the dais
behind him. The thousands of
delegates arrayed before them
politely applauded at the appro-
priate junctures.
Trump’s address, which clocked
at about an hour and 40 minutes,
took place in the white-domed
Capitol on the eastern end of the
National Mall, dotted with
national monuments. With his
vice president and the Republican
House speaker behind him,
Trump delivered a longer, more
theatrical speech to a divided
Congress reflecting a divided
nation. 
Republicans clapped and cheered
robustly at times. Democrats
mostly sat in stony silence and
occasionally shouted in protest.
One, Rep. Al Green of Texas, was
ejected from the chamber early
on after he stood up and inter-
rupted the president.
Such unscripted moments — and
the high emotions visible behind
them — are rare in China. It is a
one-party state, and the
Communist Party brooks no
dissent in public. It strives to pre-
sent a facade of unity. In his
remarks, Li praised unity and
urged the country to “rally more
closely” around Xi’s leadership.
In Washington, Trump lament-
ed that “there is absolutely noth-
ing I can say to make” Democrats
“happy or to make them stand or
smile or applaud” and called his
Democratic predecessor, Joe
Biden, “the worst president in
American history.”
Tariffs vs. globalisation: Trump
was upbeat about the economy,

in the cheerleading way of
American politicians pumping
up support for their policies. He
promised steps — including cut-
ting energy costs — to defeat
inflation, a pain point for many
Americans. And he pledged to
put more tariffs on imports, a
move he claimed would boost US
industries but threatens to upset
the global trade order and inflict
pain on China and its export-
dependent economy.
“Plants are opening up all over
the place. Deals are being made
like never seen. That’s a combi-
nation of the election win and tar-
iffs. It’s a beautiful word, isn’t it?”
Trump said.
China is more worried about

deflation than inflation. But Li
acknowledged the other chal-
lenges the economy faces, chiefly
falling real estate prices and
depressed consumer spending.

He reaffirmed Beijing’s “unswerv-
ing commitment” to opening up.
“Regardless of changes in the
external environment, we should
remain steadfast in our commit-
ment to opening up,” Li said. “We

will continue to expand our
globally oriented network of
high-standard free trade areas.”
In a statement that no doubt
referred in large part to the
United States, he cautioned that
“an increasingly complex and
severe external environment may
exert a greater impact on China
in areas such as trade, science and
technology.”
Leaving climate accord vs. green
transition: Trump touted his
move to withdraw from the
Paris Climate Accord and
described his energy policy with
the moniker “drill, baby, drill.” He
boasted of ending the previous
administration’s environmental
restrictions and (incorrectly) its
electric vehicle mandate, “saving

our auto workers and companies
from economic destruction.”
Beijing, on the contrary, is betting
on a greener economy. Li said it
would be a priority to accelerate
“green transition” for “all areas of
economic and social develop-
ment”. China already has the
world’s largest electric vehicle
industry. Echoing earlier pledges
by Xi, Li said China would
“actively and prudently” work
towards carbon peak and carbon
neutrality.
Li stressed the importance of
innovation and of developing the
tech economy in China, includ-
ing artificial intelligence. It’s a
push that many US policymak-
ers worry could challenge
America’s lead in technology,

with impacts on both the eco-
nomic and military rivalry
between the two.
Trump made no mention of
technology except to say that it
would help build “a golden
dome” missile defense shield
over the U.S. He declared his
focus as commander-in-chief to
be “building the most powerful
military of the future.” One mea-
sure, he said, was to resurrect the
American shipbuilding industry.
Li’s report touched on defence
only briefly but said China would
“speed up the development of
new combat capabilities.”
MAGA vs. Chinese rejuvena-
tion’: There’s something in com-
mon, too: Both countries are
yearning for greatness again.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
MUNDRA (GUJARAT)

Ahead of the upcoming
International Women’s Day

on March 08, 2025, the Adani
Foundation felicitated more than
1,000 ‘Lakhpati Didis’ at an event
in Mundra in Kutch, Gujarat.
The Foundation has been
working tirelessly in Kutch and
beyond to empower women and
make them self-reliant. By
providing them with necessary
support and guidance and
facilitating their skill
development and
entrepreneurship opportunities,
the Foundation is committed to
enhancing their socio-economic
conditions and promoting their
financial independence.
Reiterating its commitment
towards creating a gender-
inclusive workforce and society,
the Foundation also celebrated
the collective resilience of over
614 women working at Adani

Solar on the occasion. The
Foundation has played an
instrumental role in mobilising,
encouraging and counselling the
women to join Adani Solar across
an array of job roles, including
technical associates, engineering
positions in Human Resources
(HR), manufacturing and
production departments.
Moreover, the Foundation has
also supported over 850 women
become self-reliant by enhancing
their entrepreneurial skills.
Ms Manisha Chandra (IAS),
Commissioner of Rural
Development and Secretary to
Government of Gujarat, sent her
wishes on the occasion. In a
recorded video message, she
applauded the Foundation’s
commitment towards creating an
inclusive workforce, saying, “It’s a
matter of great pride to witness
women shattering stereotypes and
become financially independent.
Such initiatives uplift women at
the grassroots and inspire

generations to come.” Ms Ami
Shah, Director, Adani Public
School, Mundra, also graced the
event among other distinguished
guests. 
On the occasion, Ms Pankti Shah,

CSR Head, Gujarat, Adani
Foundation, emphasized the
collective responsibility of society
towards promoting gender
equality. “For women to truly
progress, the support of family,

community, and the corporate
sector is essential. When women
are empowered to balance their
professional and personal lives,
they not only excel in their
careers but also drive a positive
change within their families and
society,” she said.
At its business unit, Adani Solar
boasts of dedicated facilities for
women employees, showcasing its
commitment of promoting
gender inclusivity at workplaces.
These include the availability of
locker rooms, canteens and pink
toilets, as well as transportation
facilities with security personnel,
thereby ensuring women’s
comfort and safety in the
workplace. 
Sharing her journey, Ms Gadhavi
Sonal Ram, a Technical Associate
at Adani Solar, says, “Today, I am
financially independent and able
to support my family, which is
nothing short of a dream come
true for me. Earlier, it was
unimaginable for girls in my

community to step out for work
due to the unavailability of safe
transportation. But with the
Adani Solar’s dedicated transport
facility, I commute to my
workplace comfortably, with my
family assured about my safety.”
For nearly three decades, the
Adani Foundation has been
dedicated to empowering women
across the country through a
series of targeted interventions, as
part of its Butterfly Effect
framework. This unique
framework has been specifically
designed to address the evolving
needs of women throughout their
lives, right from infancy to old
age. With a sharp focus on
enabling economic activity, the
Foundation is catalysing
transformation for women in the
core areas of education,
healthcare, sustainable
livelihoods and entrepreneurship,
and community development
initiatives that empower them to
make meaningful choices for

themselves and their families.
Through its dedicated initiatives,
the Foundation has positively
transformed the lives of over two
million girls and women across
the country.
Since 1996, the Adani
Foundation, social welfare and
development arm of the Adani
Group, has remained agile and
deeply committed to making
strategic social investments for
sustainable outcomes across
India. It is empowering and
enriching the lives of children,
women, youth, and marginalised
communities in the core areas of
education, health and nutrition,
sustainable livelihoods, climate
action, and community
development. The strategies of
the Foundation are integrated in
national priorities and global
Sustainable Development Goals.
The Adani Foundation is
currently operating in 6,769
villages across 19 states, positively
impacting 9.1 Million lives.

Adani Foundation felicitates over 1,000 ‘Lakhpati Didis’ ahead of International Women’s Day 
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
HYDERABAD

Mitalee Agrawal, a
distinguished leader in

corporate communication
and strategic management,
has been honored with the
prestigious Grand Queen
2025 – Corporate
Communication Leader
award by the Young Lions
Club. 
This accolade recognises her
exemplary contributions to
the field, spanning academia,
corporate leadership, and
community engagement. 
“Every woman is born a
princess ready to take charge
of a Queen. Anyone who
celebrates is a Celebrity,”
Mitalee remarked on her
achievement.
With nearly 15 years of
expertise, Agrawal has
spearheaded strategic and
operational initiatives at four
premier institutions of
national importance
including University of
Hyderabad, Central
University of Andhra
Pradesh, IIT Hyderabad, and

IIIT Raichur.
She has also led techno-
commercial operations for a
USA-based multinational
packaging company,
overseeing the publication of
over 500 Safety, Installation,
Maintenance, and
Operational (SIMO) manuals
and 300+ operation videos. 
Currently, she leads Business
Development, MarCom, and
Community Engagement at
the Cybersecurity Centre of
Excellence (CCoE)
Hyderabad, an initiative of
NASSCOM and the
Government of Telangana.  

Agrawal’s remarkable
journey has been recognised
with multiple accolades,
including the Chanakya
Award by PRCI (twice) for
Social Media and Relations
Management, e4m 40 Under
40 Award for PR and
Corporate Communication
and the Dynamic Women
Leadership Award in
Communication. Further
solidifying her stature as a
multifaceted leader, she was
recently crowned Mrs India
Telangana 2025, adding to
her legacy of excellence
across diverse domains.

Mitalee Agrawal honoured
with Grand Queen 2025 PRESS TRUST OF

INDIA n MUMBAI

The rupee snapped
its three-day rally

and settled with a loss
of six paise at 87.12
against the US dollar
on Thursday amid
uncertainty over
trade tariffs and
persistent foreign
fund outflows.
Forex traders said the
depreciation in the
Indian rupee was
influenced by several
factors, including the
weakening of
regional currencies,
selling pressure from foreign
investors, and a recovery in
global commodity prices, all
of which put downward
pressure on the local currency.
While a positive equity
market, weakness of the
American currency in the
overseas market and easing
crude oil prices contained the
losses for the local unit.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened
stronger at 86.96 and touched
the high of 86.88 against the
greenback during the day. The
unit later turned volatile and
hit the day’s low of 87.16

before ending the session at
87.12 against the dollar, 6
paise lower from its previous
closing level.
On Wednesday, the rupee
settled 13 paise higher at
87.06 against the US dollar,
registering the third straight
day of gain. In the preceding
two sessions, the unit had
gained 18 paise.
Anuj Choudhary, Research
Analyst at Mirae Asset
Sharekhan, said the rupee lost
initial gains and fell against
the US dollar on selling
pressure by FIIs, while the
American currency fell to a

four-month low as
the US decided to
delay implementing
higher tariffs on
imports from Canada
and Mexico.
Choudhary further
said the rupee is
expected to trade
with a slight positive
bias on positive
domestic markets
and weakness in the
US dollar. However,
FII outflows may cap
sharp gains in the
local unit.
“Uncertainty over the
trade tariff issue may
also weigh on the

rupee. Traders may take cues
from weekly unemployment
claims data from the US and
ECB monetary policy
decision. $-` spot price is
expected to trade in a range of
86.80 to 87.25,” he added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of
six currencies, was trading
lower by 0.31 per cent at
103.95.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, rose 0.17 per cent
but stayed at six-month low
levels of $69.42 per barrel in
futures trade.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
NEW DELHI 

The GST Council has
reconstituted the Group of

Ministers on GST revenue
analysis which will suggest
sector-specific issues that
need policy intervention, and
the feasibility of a unified
enforcement platform to
check tax evasion.
The GST Council, in its 55th
meeting on December 21,
2024, had decided to
reconstitute the Group of
Ministers (GoM) on GST
revenue analysis with a
revised ToR. The GoM was
first set up in 2019.
The reconstituted GoM on
‘Analysis of Revenue from
GST’ under Goa Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant,
would have nine members
including from the states of
Bihar (Samrat Chaudhary),

Chhattisgarh (O P
Choudhary), Gujarat
(Kanubhai Desai), Andhra
Pradesh (P Keshav),
Maharashtra (Ajit Pawar),
Punjab (Harpal Singh
Cheema), Tamil Nadu
(Thangam Thennarasu) and
Telangana (M B Vikramarka).
As per the expanded ToR, the
GoM would analyse the state-
wise revenue collection trend,
including the identification of
revenue patterns across
sectors and regions.
It would also review details of
revenue from the inter-state
outward supply. It would also
conduct a review of sector-
wise analysis and identify
sector-specific issues that
need policy intervention or
enforcement measures.
The GoM would also analyse
the effect of macroeconomic
policy changes and
geographical factors on GST

revenues, challenges faced by
agrarian and smaller states,
and analyse the impact of
amendments made in GST
acts and rules.
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) was rolled out on July 1,
2017. Since then the Act and
its rules have been amended
to make it easier for
businesses after approval of
the GST Council, chaired by
Union Finance Minister and
comprising state counterparts.
The GOM would “review and
recommend harmonisation of
anti-evasion, audit, scrutiny
tools developed by various
agencies (NIC, GSTN,
DGARM, state governments)
to create a unified
enforcement and compliance
platform”.
It would also suggest suitable
measures/policy intervention
for course correction for
revenue augmentation,

particularly for states
suffering high revenue
shortfall.
The expanded ToR of the
GoM comes at a time when
another GoM, under Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Samrat
Chaudhary, is already
working on rationalisation of
GST rates and slabs.
Besides, there is another
GoM, under Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary, to decide on the
fate of compensation cess and
taxation proposal to replace it
once it ends on March 31,
2026.
Gross GST collections from
April-February this fiscal has
grown 9.4 per cent to about
`20.13 Lakh Crore.
After adjusting for refunds,
the collections grew 8.6 per
cent to `17.79 Lakh Crore on
net basis between April-
February. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
GANDHINAGAR

The government is ready
with an outline of next

phase of India
Semiconductor Mission
(ISM) and discussions are on
internally for its rollout, a
senior government official
said on Thursday.
Speaking at IESA Vision
Summit, Ministry of
Electronics and IT Secretary
S Krishnan said the
government is also mulling
supporting ambitious chip
design projects in the
country as well as
semiconductor packaging
designs.
“The next stage of ISM is in
the works. We have had
discussions, discussions with
many of the stakeholders,
including many amongst you,
as to how to design the
programme. The design and
the outline is ready, and
there’s undergoing detailed
discussions internally in the
government,” he said.
Krishnan in his virtual
speech said that the second
phase of ISM proposes to
provide support for gases and
other elements that are
required for semiconductor
production.
He said that the first phase of
ISM had a total outlay of
`76,000 Crore comprising
`65,000 Crore for chip
manufacturing and
packaging units, `10,000
Crore for modernising
semiconductor lab at Mohali
and `1,000 Crore for the
design-linked incentive
scheme.
“We have committed more
than `60,000 Crore to the
five major units which are
currently under
construction. In addition, we
have a few more projects
which are under evaluation
and are expected to be
awarded quickly ,” Krishnan
said. He said there is a need
to provide more support to
make the fabless ecosystem
work more efficiently.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
NEW DELHI 

CitiCorp Investment Bank
(Singapore) Ltd on

Thursday settled with SEBI a
case relating to issuance of
offshore derivative instruments
to Symmetry Master Fund Ltd
without completing the KYC
norms, on payment of `36
Lakh.
This came after CitiCorp filed a
suo motu settlement
application with SEBI
proposing to settle the alleged
violation of FPI (Foreign
Portfolio Investors) rules, “by
neither admitting nor denying
the findings of fact and
conclusions of law” under
settlement rules.
Acknowledging the settlement,
the markets regulator in its
order on Thursday said “any
proceedings that may be
initiated for the violations ...

Are settled in respect of the
applicant”.
It was alleged that the applicant
issued an offshore derivative
instrument (ODI) to
Symmetry Master Fund Ltd on
December 19, 2023 without
complying with the Know Your
Client (KYC) norms as
required under the FPI
Regulations.
The applicant mentioned that
the onboarding and KYC
checks with respect to the ODI
subscriber —SMFL— was
completed on January 10, 2024.
There was also an alleged delay
on the part of the applicant in
depositing the regulatory fee
collected from the subscriber of
the ODI. The regulatory fee of
$800 corresponding to the ODI
issued to SMFL on December
19, 2023 should have been
deposited immediately with
Sebi by the applicant. Instead, it
was deposited with SEBI on

February 26, 2024 with a delay
of 69 days.
These findings pointed to
violations of FPI regulations.
As per another separate
settlement order, BCL
Industries and its promoter and
MD Rajinder Mittal settled
with Sebi a case of violation of
regulatory norms on payment
of settlement amount.
BCL Industries and Mittal
remitted ̀ 14.30 Lakh and ̀ 28.6
Lakh respectively.
The two entities allegedly failed
to disclose Manoj Finvest
Private Ltd (MFPL) as part of
the promoter group in terms of
Sebi ICDR (Issue of Capital and
Disclosure Requirements) rule.
Also, Mittal allegedly failed to
cover MFPL under code of
conduct of BCL to regulate,
monitor and report trading by
the designated persons and
their immediate relatives under
insider trading rules.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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Marking a year of the
IndiaAI Mission, Union

IT minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
on Thursday launched the
IndiaAI compute portal and
dataset platform AIKosha,
among a slew of other
initiatives under the IndiaAI
Mission, aimed at improving
access to AI and fostering
innovation.
The compute portal will
provide access to compute
more than 18,000 GPUs,
cloud storage and other AI
services to students, startups,
researchers, academia, and
government departments.
The platform aims to
streamline access to high-
quality non-personal datasets
for AI innovation.
The Minister for Electronics
and IT also launched AIKosha
— an all-in-one dataset
platform providing resources,
tools, and expert mentorship

to help transform potential
ideas into industry solutions.
Datasets will be available for
model builders and
developers to work with and
launch India-specific AI
models.
The compute portal will be
used to develop India’s own
foundational model,
Vaishnaw said, adding that the
preparedness for India’s own
foundation model is
progressing well and as many
as 67 applications have been
received.
Citing India’s mission to the
moon, he said the mission was
conducted at a fraction of the
cost of other countries’ moon
missions and the same model
will be followed for the
foundational model and India
will build it at a fraction of
cost of what other countries
are doing it.
In 3-4 years, India should have
its own GPUs competing at
the global stage, Vaishnaw
said, adding that the cost of

using these GPUs is
historically low at less than
`100/hour.
MeitY Secretary S Krishnan
said the launch of the compute
portal will enhance the way AI
gets rolled out and
implemented across the
country.
“The AI Compute Portal is the
largest component of the
India AI mission. Almost
about 45 per cent of funds (of
India AI Mission) are
earmarked for that particular
area,” Krishnan said.
Technology, specially AI, can
be an enabling factor in
achieving the 2047 Viksit
Bharat dream, he added.
Further, MeitY launched a
competency framework for AI
and public sector officials, and
the India AI Startups Global
Acceleration Programme.
The ministry also awarded
students under the India AI
Fellowship programme, and
recognised 30 selected AI
applications.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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Benchmark Sensex rallied
nearly 610 points to reclaim

the 74,000 mark while Nifty
closed above 22,500 on
Thursday following heavy
buying in Reliance on easing
crude oil prices and firm global
trends after US President
Donald Trump softened stand
on tariffs. 
Recovering from early losses,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 609.86 points or 0.83
per cent to settle at 74,340.09,
marking its second straight day
of gains. During the day, it
surged 660.57 points or 0.89 per
cent to hit a high of 74,390.80.
The broader Nifty of NSE
advanced 207.40 points or 0.93
per cent to close at 22,544.70. In
the session, the 50-share
barometer jumped 219.15
points or 0.98 per cent to hit an
intraday high of 22,556.45.
From the Sensex pack, Asian
Paints, NTPC, Reliance
Industries, Tata Steel, Bajaj

Finserv, Hindustan Unilever,
Sun Pharmaceuticals, Adani
Ports and SEZ, Axis Bank, Tata
Consultancy Services, Titan
and Bajaj Finance were the
major gainers.
Tech Mahindra, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Zomato, Tata
Motors, and IndusInd Bank
were the laggards.
“The Indian indices exhibited
resilience, owing to positive
global cues following Trump’s

softened tariff stance on
automakers from Canada and
Mexico amidst the weakening
dollar index,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Financial
Services said.
A correction in crude oil prices,
influenced by a slowdown in
demand and further economic
stimulus from China, ignited
optimism in the energy and
metals sectors, Nair added.
Broader markets also closed

higher with the BSE smallcap
gauge climbing 1.63 per cent
and midcap index advancing
0.65 per cent.
Among the BSE sectoral
indices, Energy, metal, Oil and
Gas, Commodities, Utilities,
Services, Power, healthcare,
FMCG and Industrials were the
gainers.
Telecommunication and Realty
were the laggards.
As many as 3,007 stocks
advanced while 989 declined
and 107 remained unchanged
on the BSE. The market
capitalisation of BSE-listed
firms climbed by `4,53,808.84
Crore to `3,97,57,850.59 Crore
($4.57 Trillion). 
“The benchmark indices
continued their positive
momentum. Among sectors,
the Oil and Gas and Metal
indices rallied over 2 per cent,
whereas intraday profit
booking was observed in IT
and Realty stocks,” Shrikant
Chouhan, Head Equity
Research at Kotak Securities,
said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
NEW DELHI 

Government think tank
NITI Aayog and the India

SME Forum on Thursday
launched a joint initiative, A
Million Women Arise, to
empower women
entrepreneurs across India.
Addressing the launch event
here, Ankita Pandey, Director,
Ministry of MSME, said that
women-owned enterprises
make up 35 per cent of India’s
six crore registered MSMEs, yet
they face unique challenges,
including gender bias and
limited access to markets.
“The Ministry of MSME is
committed to addressing these
gaps through initiatives that
enhance formalisation,
mentorship, capacity-building,
and e-commerce integration,”
she shared.
Anna Roy, Principal Economic
Advisor, NITI Aayog and
Mission Director, WEP
emphasised, “The Women
Entrepreneurship Platform
(WEP) is a public-private
partnership, bringing together
key ministries, including
MSME, to support women
entrepreneurs. By integrating
existing programmes, we aim

to create a cohesive support
system through access to
finance, markets, compliance
support, skilling, mentorship,
and networking”.
Vinod Kumar, President India
SME Forum said, “Through
this collaboration with NITI
Aayog, we aim to extend WEP’s
initiatives to Millions of
aspiring women entrepreneurs,
providing them with the
knowledge and support needed
to build successful businesses”.
Besides, India SME Forum also
formalised a strategic
partnership with IndiGo,
through the signing of a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) at the
event for providing MSMEs
with improved travel solutions,
reinforcing their growth and
mobility.
“The partnership will offer the
Forum members exclusive
travel benefits, customised
allowances, and seamless
connectivity to support their
business expansion. Through
this initiative, IndiGo will
introduce tailored travel
solutions that will enhance
accessibility, reduce costs, and
foster growth opportunities for
SMEs across India,” a statement
said. 

GST Council reconstitutes
GoM on GST revenue analysis

Ashwini Vaishnaw launches IndiaAI
compute portal, dataset platform AIKosha 

CitiCorp Investment Bank settle
FPI rules violation case with SEBI

Sensex rallies 610 points to reclaim the 74,000 mark

NITI Aayog, India SME Forum launch
‘A Million Women Arise’ initiative 

Rupee falls six paise against US dollar

India Semicon
Mission-2 in
the works: IT
Secretary

Pioneer Photo



THIS WOMEN'S
DAY, LET US NOT

ONLY CELEBRATE WOMEN
WRITERS BUT ALSO READ

THEM, AMPLIFY THEIR VOICES
AND RECOGNISE THEIR ROLE 

IN SHAPING OUR WORLD, 
ONE STORY AT A TIME

For centuries, women have used
literature as a means of resis-
tance, self-expression and trans-

formation. Yet, history has often
overlooked their contributions, cele-
brating male writers while marginal-
ising women's voices. From medieval
poets to contemporary literary 
powerhouses, women writers have
not only broken barriers but also
redefined storytelling, shaping 
cultural and social narratives across
the world.

The Struggle for
Recognition
In earlier times, societal norms denied
women access to education, making
it difficult for them to enter the liter-
ary world. Many resorted to pseudo-
nyms to get published. Mary Ann
Evans wrote as George Eliot, while the
Brontë sisters first published under
the names Currer, Ellis and Acton
Bell. Even Jane Austen's early works
were signed "By a Lady." Despite
these challenges, their narratives
carried immense depth, challenging
gender roles, class structures and
moral dilemmas in ways that few male writ-
ers dared to explore.

In India, the struggle was even more pro-
nounced. For centuries, women's stories
remained within the oral tradition, passed
down through generations but rarely written.
It was only in the 19th century that writers like
Toru Dutt and Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain began
breaking societal constraints. Hossain's
Sultana's Dream, published in 1905, imagined
a world where women ruled and men were
confined to their homes, questioning patriar-
chal norms in a way that was revolutionary for
its time.

The 20th century marked a turning point
globally and in India. Women writers not only
published under their real names but also dic-
tated literary trends. Virginia Woolf 's A Room

of One's Own questioned the systemic sup-
pression of women's voices in   

literature.

Nobel laureate Toni
Morrison chronicled the
Black female experience
in America with
unmatched brilliance.
Meanwhile, Amrita
Pritam became a literary
icon with her evocative
poetry on love and
Partition, particularly Ajj
Aakhaan Waris Shah Nu.
Mahasweta Devi's writ-

ings on tribal commu-
nities and marginalised
women forced society
to confront uncomfort-
able truths.

Literature as
Change
Women's literature has
never been just about
storytelling, it has also
been a tool for activism.
Simone de Beauvoir's The
Second Sex laid the foun-
dation for feminist
thought. Maya Angelou's I
Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings exposed racism and

misogyny with raw honesty. In India, Ismat
Chughtai's Lihaaf challenged conservative
mindsets with its bold depiction of female
desire. Kamala Das's poetry and autobiograph-
ical works fearlessly explored themes of iden-
tity, love and rebellion, inspiring generations
of women to embrace their truths.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's We Should
All Be Feminists reframed gender discussions
for a new generation. In contemporary Indian
literature, writers like Arundhati Roy, Jhumpa
Lahiri and Perumal Murugan continue to 
challenge social norms, bringing
stories of the unheard into
mainstream cultural
consciousness and
discourse.

Women on the Edge
Complex heroines,
unsettling twists and
gripping suspense that
will keep you hooked.

Strange Sally
Diamond by Liz
Nugent - A woman
with a traumatic past
unearths chilling
family secrets.

None of This Is True by Lisa

Jewell - A journalist's
chance meeting with
a mysterious woman
spirals into a
terrifying nightmare.

The Crash by Freida
McFadden - Trapped
in a snowstorm, a
pregnant woman
realises her safe
haven isn't what it
seems.

The Wrong Sister
by Claire Douglas - A

dark, twisted tale of sisterhood
gone terribly wrong.
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READS
MARCH

Book: Woman Who 
Climbed Trees

Author: Smriti Ravindra
Publisher: HarperCollins

Price: `599

Book: Legends and lore of 
Krishna's Braj

Author: Juhi Sinha
Publisher: Niyogi Books

Price: `1750

BY TEAM VIVA

Here's a specially curated list of books from
Rupa and Aleph, celebrating the strength,
resilience and brilliance of women.

She Storms the
Norms - Anisha
Motwani &
Priyadarshini
Narendra

A powerful sequel to
Storm the Norm,

this book shares
inspiring stories
of women who
have shattered

societal barriers
and self-doubt to

redefine success. A
must-read for those who dare

to challenge the status quo.
About the Authors

Anisha Motwani is a business leader, speaker and
author of the bestselling Storm the Norm. She
serves as an independent director on various
boards and has been recognised among the '50
Most Powerful Women in Indian Business' by
Business Today.

Priyadarshini Narendra is a marketing and
strategy expert with decades of experience in
advertising, consumer research and consulting.
She has authored fiction books and contributes
to discussions on women in the workplace.

1700 in 70: A Walk
for a Cause - Gita
Balakrishnan
Follow architect Gita
Balakrishnan's extraordi-
nary 1,700-km journey
across India on foot,

exploring design's
impact on life

and culture. A
story of
endurance, dis-
covery and the

power of walk-
ing with purpose.

About the Author
Gita Balakrishnan is an architect and founder of
the Ethos Foundation, which promotes design
awareness. An avid marathon runner, she has
embarked on multiple walking expeditions,

advocating for the role of
design in everyday life.

Beyond the Bell:
Preparing Students
for Life - Chitra

Prasad
A transformative

guide on holis-
tic education,
this book goes
beyond acad-
emics, focus-

ing on life skills,

values and personal growth to help students thrive
in a rapidly changing world.
About the Author
Chitra Prasad is an educationist with three
decades of experience and head of the NSN Group
of Schools. With a strong focus on values-based
learning, she integrates spirituality into education
to shape well-rounded individuals.

A Stitch in Time: The Biba Story -
Meena Bindra

The inspiring journey
of Meena Bindra, who
built Biba from a
home-based venture
into a fashion empire.
A compelling story of
passion, perseverance
and the rise of India's

fashion industry.
About the 

Author
Meena Bindra,
a pioneer in
Indian fashion,

founded Biba,
transforming the

salwar kameez into a modern style statement.
From a small home-run business to a leading
brand, her journey is a testament to innovation
and determination.

These books offer wisdom, courage and moti-
vation, perfect for Women's Day and beyond.

Books That Uplift and Inspire Women A Story of True Friendship
A touching story celebrating the strength, trust and support found in
women friendships across generations, says TEAM VIVA 

As International Women's Day approaches,
there is no better time to celebrate the power
of friendship, resilience and support. The Wall

Friends Club by Varsha Seshan beautifully captures
the essence of human connection, showing how even
the most unexpected friendships can shape our lives
in meaningful ways. Told through an epistolary for-
mat, the novel follows two young
protagonists, Anandi and Sriya,
who form an unlikely bond
through letters slipped into a hid-
den gap in a wall. Despite never
meeting, their relationship grows
into something deeply special,
proving that true friendship
goes beyond physical presence.

Varsha Seshan, speaking
about the book, shares, "I love
letters, old-fashioned letters,
not just emails. I also had sev-
eral pen pals as a child, which
made me wonder … could
two children who never meet
grow to be the best of friends?
An epistolary novel has always
seemed an exciting genre to
explore, so here is my first one:
The Wall Friends Club."

At its core, the story is
about breaking barriers,
embracing differences and find-

ing comfort in the written word. Anandi and Sriya
start as strangers, hesitant yet curious, unsure of who
will find their letters. But as their exchanges con-
tinue, their letters become a refuge, a place where
they can share their dreams, fears and small
moments of joy. Their honest and heartfelt conver-
sations reflect the beauty of friendships where trust

and support come naturally, unbur-
dened by the complexities of 
adulthood.

The Wall Friends Club truly spe-
cial is its timeless message about
women's friendships. It reminds

readers, especially girls, of the
importance of lifting each other
up rather than competing or
tearing each other down.

The characters, though
young, face real struggles, doubts,
insecurities and moments of self-
reflection. Their journey res-
onates with anyone who has ever
felt unsure about their place in
the world or struggled to find
their voice.

Since International Women's
Day is around the corner, this
book is a perfect fit as it carries
a powerful message about kind-
ness, connection and the impor-
tance of supporting one another. 

THE ROAD AHEAD
TODAY, WOMEN WRITERS
DOMINATE BESTSELLER
LISTS, WIN PRESTIGIOUS
AWARDS AND CONTINUE
TO REDEFINE LITERATURE.
MARGARET ATWOOD'S
THE HANDMAID'S TALE
REMAINS RELEVANT IN
DISCUSSIONS ON
WOMEN'S RIGHTS.
BERNARDINE EVARISTO
BECAME THE FIRST BLACK
WOMAN TO WIN THE
BOOKER PRIZE, PROVING
THAT DIVERSE VOICES
CAN NO LONGER BE
SIDELINED. IN INDIA,
WRITERS LIKE MEENA
KANDASAMY, AVNI DOSHI
AND JANICE PARIAT ARE
PUSHING THE
BOUNDARIES OF
STORYTELLING;
ENSURING WOMEN'S
NARRATIVES REMAIN AT
THE FOREFRONT OF
LITERARY DISCOURSE.

WHY WOMEN'S STORIES MATTER
WOMEN'S LITERATURE IS NOT A NICHE; IT
IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF OUR
COLLECTIVE HUMAN EXPERIENCE. IT
CHALLENGES STEREOTYPES AND DEEPENS
EMPATHY. EVERY BOOK WRITTEN BY A
WOMAN CARRIES WITHIN IT THE
STRUGGLES, DREAMS AND HISTORIES OF
THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE HER.

Fearless &
Unstoppable
For the trailblazers,
risk-takers and rule-
breakers who refuse to
conform.

Lessons in Chemistry
by Bonnie Garmus - A
brilliant scientist-
turned-TV-star shakes
up the male-dominated
world of the 1960s.

Great Circle by
Maggie Shipstead - A

daring female pilot battles societal constraints to
chase her dream of flying.

Stronger Together
Because the women
who stand by us, our
friends, sisters and
chosen family, shape
who we become.

Everything I Know
About Love by Dolly
Alderton - A raw,
witty memoir on
friendship,
heartbreak and
growing up.

Unapologetically Herself
For those embracing every part of who 
they are.

Open When by Julie Smith - A heartfelt
guide to self-care, resilience and mental
well-being.
The Path to Self-Love by Ruby Dhal - A
warm, empowering roadmap to putting
yourself first.
The Book You Want Everyone You Love
to Read by Philippa Perry - A witty and
wise take on relationships, self-
discovery and emotional well-being.

With Women's Day
approaching, we
celebrate the

resilience, strength and com-
plexity of women through lit-
erature. From fearless hero-
ines to deep explorations of
sisterhood, identity and psy-
chological suspense, these
books capture the essence of
being bold, unapologetic and
true to oneself.

Strength, Sisterhood & Survival

Get in touch at vivacity@dailypioneer.com

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: The Wall Friends Club 

Edited by: Varsha Seshan
Publisher: HarperCollins

Price: `175

Book: Everything the light touches
Author: Janice Pariat 

Publisher: HarperCollins 
Price: `599

Book: The Artistry of Handwork
Author: Jaya Jaitly

Publisher: Niyogi Books
Price: `395
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
LUCKNOW

With two consecutive
wins firming up their

bid for a spot in the Women’s
Premier League (WPL)
playoffs, Gujarat Giants will
look to carry forward the
momentum in their top-of-
the-table clash against Delhi
Capitals here on Friday.
Gujarat Giants were
languishing at the bottom of
the WPL points table but two
big wins — by six wickets over
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
and by 81 runs against UP
Warriorz — have propelled
them to the second position
in the five-team points table.
On Friday, the second-ranked
Giants, with six points in as
many games, will have the
perfect opportunity to put
their recent ascent to test
against a formidable Delhi
Capitals, who sit atop the
table with 10 points.
Delhi Capitals, who have
already booked a place in the
playoffs, would be keen to
record a win and take their
tally to 12 points and, in the

process, also better their net
run rate to seal their spot in
the final.
It seems like things are falling
in place at last for the Giants,
who showed determination
against all odds to beat RCB
in a low-scoring thriller, with
skipper Ashleigh Gardner (58
not out) and Phoebe
Litchfield (30 not out) taking
the side over the line.
The Giants then demolished
UP Warriorz by 81 runs in
their previous outing, riding
on Beth Mooney’s stunning
96 not out and a collective
show from their bowlers to

restricted the opponents to a
mere 105 in pursuit of 187.
The huge win not only lifted
the Giants from the last spot
but also improved their NRR
to 0.357 from -0.450, better
than the third-placed
Mumbai Indians (0.166) with
whom they are tied on six
points.
Additionally, with MI having
three more games left, the
Giants will be keen to keep
their fate in their hands and
not depend on the outcomes
of other games. 
Giants’ pacers, in particular,
exploited the new ball and

conditions to good effect,
blowing away UP Warriorz’s
batting after Mooney missed
recording the first-ever ton by
any player in this WPL.
Their recent performances
would surely fuel their fire but
the Giants will have to be
wary of the all-round strength
of the Delhi Capitals, who too
would be keen for a win, for it
would help them finish at the
top and qualify directly for
the final.
Currently, Delhi Capitals hold
the top spot with 10 points
from seven matches. They are
in pole position to finish first,
which would ensure direct
entry into the title round.
The teams finishing second
and third will face off in the
Eliminator next week.
Meg Lanning has blown hot
and cold this season but still
remains dangerous, while
India batter Shafali Verma
(260 runs) has lit up the
tournament with her
aggressive stroke-play. Jess
Jonassen has made all-round
contributions for Delhi with
128 runs and joint second-
highest nine wickets.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
LAHORE

Yet another knockout stage
heartbreak at yet another

ICC event. But perennial
bridesmaid South Africa
remains on the right track two
years before the ODI World
Cup at home, feels the team’s
head coach Rob Walter after
its semifinal exit from the
Champions Trophy here. 
Having topped their group,
South Africa came up short in
the second semifinal against
New Zealand here on
Wednesday night and went
down by 50 runs in a chase of
362. Walter said there are
enough positives to take back
home notwithstanding a
tough loss.
“You know, in the wins, we
managed to put some
significant partnerships
together. We had guys
contributing significantly
with the bat. From a bowling
point of view, I think our
biggest development was our
accuracy. We were able to be
very accurate as a seam unit,”
said Walter in the post-match
press conference.
“And that’s something that we
have been working really hard
on. Every game we play is a
learning opportunity. We just
keep trying to take the little
lessons. Today is a hard
lesson, you feel it a little bit
more, because it’s the end of a
campaign.
“But we certainly continue to
keep learning from things,
little bits here and there, that
we can do better. We’re still
evolving as a team; there’s no
doubt in my mind. Two and a
half years to 2027 and that’s

the eyes on the prize,” he
added.
The 2027 ODI World Cup will
co-hosted by South Africa,
Zimbabwe and Namibia.
Walter was expectedly asked
about South Africa going
down in a knockout game of
another global event. Last
year, the Proteas lost the T20
World Cup final to India from
a commanding position.
“I don’t think it was any one
particular thing that resulted
in the loss, probably a couple.
We could have handled the
last 10 overs (while bowling) a
little bit better. They got away
from us a little bit.
“There was a period sort of in
the middle of the innings
where Kane (Wiiliamson) and
Rachin (Ravindra) started to
up their rates a bit. And we
missed a few opportunities
there,” he explained.
“...When we were batting. We
were just starting to get going
and that partnership got
broken and really slowed us
down in the middle and
obviously we saw Dave
(Miller) play unbelievably
well in the end to get a
hundred...You know you’re
just one partnership away
from doing something
special,” said Walter.
With Williamson and
Ravindra easily manipulating
the bowlers, it seemed South
Africa ran out of ideas.
However, Walter did not
agree to that.
“No, I don’t think that’s
entirely accurate. We certainly
tried to change it up, we tried
to change the pace. I think the
ball wasn’t really gripping at
that stage in the early phases,
so the ball kept sliding on.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n LAHORE

Dashing New Zealand opener
Rachin Ravindra feels
adapting to the conditions

will be key to succeed on an
“unknown” Dubai surface in the
Champions Trophy (CT) final
against India on Sunday.
Except the group match against
India in Dubai, New Zealand have
played all their games in Pakistan.
The Kiwis had also played two
games in Lahore during the
preceding tri-series involving
Pakistan and South Africa.
India, on the other, have played all
their matches in Dubai and are
familiar with the conditions.
“We do not quite know what the
Dubai pitch is. We saw in our
(group) game against India the ball
turning but the other day didn’t turn
so much. We found ourselves
adapting and playing according to
situations, which we will need to do
on Sunday again.
“We will see in the next couple of
days and hopefully it’s a good cricket
wicket,” said Ravindra after an
emphatic 50-run win over South
Africa in the semifinal here on
Wednesday.
Ravindra scored only six against

India in the group, falling to Hardik
Pandya while going for an upper cut,
but the left-hander hopes for a better
outing in the final.
“You get out pretty much every time
you bat. Hopefully I can bat for a
longer period of time and continue

to play well for my team,” he said.
He is also aware about the
expectations from the side in any big
ICC event.
“Whenever you approach a
tournament, you expect hopefully to
be among the top four teams and

lucky enough we have been
consistently good over a period of
time. 
“We are happy with our preparation,
coming here early, we can see we are
cooking reasonably well. Trust and
ability around the group is great.”

Ravindra (108) smashed his second
century of the tournament on
Wednesday and together with Kane
Williamson (102) starred in New
Zealand’s win.
Senior middle-order batter Daryl
Mitchell, who made 49 off 37 balls in
the semifinal, said the loss to India
in the group stage is a thing of the
past not and the final will be a new
day. “The final is a new day and
really excited to stuck into that
challenge and adapt to whatever
conditions and surfaces we get on
the day and find ways to win
moments throughout that game. 
“Hopefully, we can put some
pressure on them and walk away
with white jacket,” he said.
Mitchell is not interested in poking
his nose in the talks surrounding an
unfair advantage to India because of
playing all their matches at one
venue. “Just really happy with
winning the game today and moving
onto the final, it’s an exciting
opportunity,” Mitchell said.
“That’s the nature of international
cricket. We do a lot of travelling and
we are used to that. It’s not for me to
decided how the tournament should
be planned. I am just excited to be in
an ICC final and looking forward to
play in a few days time.” 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n LAHORE

New Zealand batting mainstay Kane
Williamson reckons India have “real

clarity” on how they want to operate in
Dubai, having played all their Champions
Trophy (CT) games at the same venue but
his team will also be reasonably well-
prepared for the tournament finale due to
its limited past familiarity with conditions.
Williamson did not specifically say that
India had an advantage of playing at one
venue, choosing to compare it to New
Zealand’s understanding of conditions in
Lahore, where they beat South Africa on
Wednesday to set up a final clash against
the Rohit Sharma-led side in Dubai on
Sunday.
New Zealand had played two games in
Lahore during the preceding tri-series
involving Pakistan and South Africa.
“I suppose having played there on a
number of occasions; there’s real clarity in
how they want to operate,” said
Williamson when asked if India go into
the final with an advantage of knowing the

conditions.
“A little bit like our opportunity here,
having played a number of times at this
venue as well and I think that’s part and
parcel in cricket,” he added.
Having scored a hundred in the semifinal,
Williamson is high on confidence and
looking forward to the final.
“It is what it is (India play all games in
Dubai). Our focus is the next match, the
location of that match, the opposition,

they’re all factors. Obviously, we played
India once there,” he said.
“The conditions are different, so it’s
important that we try and take away some
of those positives and be nice and clear in
how we’re trying to operate come two or
three-days’ time in the final,” he said
referring to New Zealand’s loss to India in
the group stage.
Both Williamson and Rachin Ravindra
struck hundreds to fashion New Zealand’s
emphatic win.
Williamson called Ravindra, who has
score two hundreds in three games, a
special talent.
“It’s a final, so it’s exciting. If we go back to
Rachin, an incredibly special talent. It’s
always great to bat with him. He goes out
and he puts the team first and he plays
with that freedom.
“When we were out there batting together,
there were moments where there were
some good spells and it was a little bit
challenging. We tried to feed off each
other and keep each other focused on the
job,” Williamson said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
PRAGUE

Grandmaster Aravindh
Chithambaram crashed

through the defenses of super-
solid Anish Giri to jump in to
sole lead after the end of the
seventh round of Prague
Masters chess tournament
now underway here. 
It was Aravindh all the way
while R Praggnanandhaa
played out a draw with pre-
event rating favourite Wei Yi of
China. Aravindh took his tally
to five points out of a possible
seven and now enjoys a half
point lead over
Praggnanandhaa who needs to
catch up. 
With just two rounds to come,
Sam Shankland of United
States defeated Quang Leim Le
of Vietnam. Interestingly, both
Quang Leim and Giri had
drawn the first six games and
the axe fell on them at the
same time. 
In the other decisive game 16-

years old Gurel Ediz of Turkey
scored over local Nguyen Thai
Dai Van to reach a fifty percent
score while David Navara of
Czech Republic played out a
draw with Vincent Keymer of
Germany. 
Aravindh on five and Pragg on
4.5 are now followed by Wei
Yi, Ediz, Keymer and
Shankland on 3.5 points each
and these four are a half point
adrift of the trio of Giri,
Navara and Le.Dai Van is
alone at the bottom now with
2.5 points in his kitty. The

battle lines are drawn between
the two Indians only.
Aravindh is a cool customer in
normal positions with a deep
eye for tactical complexities
and a rare chance against Giri
provided him to dismantle the
king side and enter record
books. 
There are as many as five
Indians in top 15 live world
rankings and Viswanathan
Anand stands at number 15.
Aravindh at 14, entered the
top fifteen for the first time
ever. It was a Queen’s gambit

declined wherein Giri
overestimated his chances and
pushed his king side pawns in
trying to secure a space
advantage. Aravindh came up
with a shocker on his 24th
turn when he put his knight in
front of a pawn and it was a
one-way tide thereon. Black’s
attack was soon impossible to
handle and Aravindh won in
39 moves. 
Praggnanandhaa started with
the English opening against
Wei Yi and the game took
shape in a Tarrasch defense
wherein the Chinese was
under some pressure but never
really out of the game. 
The Indian won a pawn to
reach a rook and pawns
endgame and despite having a
passed pawn deep outside the
position was technically
drawn. The game lasted 61
moves. 
In the challengers’ section,
Jonas Buhl Bjerre added to the
woes of lone Indian Divya
Deshmukh who remained at

the last spot on 1.5 points from
seven games. 
The lead in this section is
shared by Bjerre and Nodirbek
Yakubboev of Uzbekistan on
5.5 points each. 
Results round 6: Quang Leim
Le (Vie, 3) lost to Sam
Shankland (Usa, 2.5); R
Praggnanandhaa (Ind, 4.5)
drew with Wei Yi (Chn, 3.5);
Anish Giri (Ned, 3) lost to
Aravindh Chithambaram
(Ind, 5); Gurel Ediz (Tur, 3.5)
beat Nguyen Thai Dai Van
(Cze, 2.5); David Navara (Cze,
3) drew with Vincent Keymer
(Ger, 3.5). 
Challengers: Richard Stalmach
(Cze, 3) drew with Finel
Vaclav (Cze, 3); Divya
Deshmukh (Ind, 1.5) lost to
Jonas Buhl Bjerre (Den, 5.5);
Nodirbek Yakubboev (Uzb,
5.5) beat Ivan Salgado Lopez
(Esp, 3.5); Marc`andria
Maurizzi (Fra, 4) beat Nemec
Jychym (Cze, 2); Ma Qun
(Chn, 4) drew with Stamatis
Kourkoulous-Arditis (Gre, 3). 

We will play according to situation: Ravindra 

Gujarat Giants eye on WPL playoffs

We are still evolving
as a team: Rob Walter

India have ‘real clarity’ on how they
want to operate in Dubai: Williamson

Aravindh defeats Giri in Prague Masters


