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Parliament Committee
to question Meta CEO

Retail inflation
drops, Sensex,
Nifty bounce

Kite string slits
claims four
lives in Gujarat

Australia loss prompts BCCI to limit wives, girlfriends on tours

Kumbh to boost UP’s revenue by `2 Lakh Crore

Police find NGO, political ties in Delhi bomb threats

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n
NEW DELHI

Peeved by the
unwarranted comments
on Lok Sabha elections

by social media giant Mark
Zuckerberg, the
Parliamentary Committee is
to summon representatives of
the Meta during the next
couple of days.
In past also social media
giants Facebook and the then
Twitter, Amazon, Google
were summoned by the
Centre and Parliament
committees on different
issues including protection of
data and its privacy and
allegation over supporting a
particular individual, group
or party in elections.
The Centre led by Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
has already responded and
countered to Meta CEO Mark
Zuckerberg’s claims that most
incumbent governments,
including BJP led NDA, lost
their positions post the Covid
-19 pandemic.
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey,

who heads the Parliament’s
Standing Committee on
Communications and
Information Technology,
sought an apology from social
media giant Meta for
“tarnishing” India’s image. He
said that the panel will
summon the firm very soon.
“My committee will summon
Meta for this incorrect
information. Incorrect
information about any
democratic country tarnishes
its image. This organisation
will have to apologise to the
Indian Parliament and the
people here for this mistake,”
Dubey said in a statement.
A day earlier Vaishnaw took
the lead to criticise
Zuckerberg for making
“factually incorrect”
statement that the incumbent
government in India lost the
election in 2024 over issues
arising out of the COVID-19
pandemic.
“It is disappointing to see
misinformation from
Zuckerberg himself. Let’s
uphold facts and credibility,”
Vaishnaw said on several

social media platforms
including X (formerly
Twitter) from where the
matter has spiraled.
While Zuckerberg owns the
controlling stake in the Meta
group of companies, X is now
headed by US Tycoon Elon
Musk. “From free food for
800 million, 2.2 billion free
vaccines, and aid to nations
worldwide during COVID, to
leading India as the fastest-
growing major economy, PM
Modi’s decisive 3rd-term
victory is a testament to good
governance and public trust,”
Vaishnaw said in a statement.
Zuckerberg in a podcast said
2024 was the big election year
around the world and in a lot
of countries like India, the
incumbent governments lost
the polls.
The Meta chief was referring
to 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
in which BJP lost its majority
and the third term of
Narendra Modi’s government
was formed by alliance
partners like JDU and TDP as
NDA alliance.

Continued on page 2

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

India on Tuesday pressed
Russia to release all the

Indians recruited by the
Russian military, following the
death of another Indian
national in the Russia-Ukraine
conflict zone, taking the death
toll to 10.
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said an Indian national
from Kerala has died and
another has sustained injuries
and is undergoing treatment at
a hospital in Moscow. Jaiswal
said the matter has been
strongly taken up with Russian
authorities in Moscow as well
as with the Russian embassy in
New Delhi. “We have also
reiterated our demand for an
early discharge of the
remaining Indian nationals,”
he said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had strongly raised the
issue of early discharge of the
Indian nationals working in

the Russian Army during his
talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Moscow in
July last year.
The death of Binil TB, who
hailed from Thrissur, was
made public on Monday by
one of his relatives. Though
the MEA did not provide the
circumstances of his death, he
reportedly died on the
frontlines of the conflict in
Ukraine.
According to official data, nine
Indians died while serving in
the Russian Army in the last
few months. Binil's death has
taken the toll to 10. “We have
learnt of the unfortunate death
of an Indian national from
Kerala, who had apparently
been recruited to serve in the
Russian Army,” Jaiswal said.
“Another Indian national from
Kerala, who was similarly
recruited, has been injured
and is receiving treatment in a
hospital in Moscow,” he said.
The MEA offered condolences
to the family of the deceased.

Continued on page 2

PNS n AHMEDABAD

Four persons including a
four-year-old boy died after

their throats were slit by
`manja’ or kite string during
Uttarayan celebrations in
Gujarat on Tuesday. A death
each was reported in Rajkot,
Panchmahal, Mehsana and
Surendranagar districts while
numerous cases of injury were
reported across the state,
officials said.
Manja made from nylon or
coated with crushed glass is
sharp enough to cause fatal
injuries. Despite being banned,
it is used by kite enthusiasts
who find them effective for
cutting an opponents’ kite.
Kunal Parmar (4) bled to death
in Halol town of Panchmahal
district after his neck was slit
by kite string, said an official of
the local police station. He was
riding with his father on
motorcycle to buy kites and
balloons from the market
when a piece of string wrapped
around his neck and caused a
deep gash.
Mansaji Thakor (35), a farmer,
died in Vadnagar taluka of
Mehsana district. 

Continued on page 2

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The Maha Kumbh 2025 is
expected to generate a

revenue from Rs 2,00000 crore
to Rs 4,00000 crore, to boost
the economy of Uttar Pradesh.
After Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
claims that Maha Kumbh 2025
will generate a revenue to the
tune of Rs 2 lakh crore, traders’
body  the Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) has also
backed these figures, saying
that Maha Kumbh is expected
to generate trade worth
approximately Rs 2 lakh crore.
Furthermore, Industry
estimates the average cost of
accommodation and food for
each visitor in Prayagraj would
be Rs 10,000, which would
contribute Rs 4 lakh crore to
the state government’s treasury
by the end of the Mela. It is also
expected to boost both
nominal and real GDP by over
1 per cent.
The national capital, being a
largest trading centre of, goods
and services, is anticipated to
supply items worth
approximately Rs 40,000 crore
from Delhi to Prayagraj and
nearby towns. 
According to CAIT’s estimates,
revenue from transportation,
includinginter-state travel,
taxis and goods transport, is
estimated at Rs10,000 crore.
The tourism sector, including
travel guides and tour
packages, is expected to
generate another Rs 10,000
crore. Temporary medical
camps, medicines and
Ayurvedic products are
expected to contribute Rs
3,000 crore.  Revenue from e-
tickets, digital transactions,

Wi-Fi usage and mobile
charging stations is expected to
be Rs 1,000 crore. Finally, the
sale of entertainment services,
advertisements and
promotional events is
estimated to generate Rs
10,000 crore.
As per CAIT’s estimates,
accommodation and tourism
are expected to generate Rs
40,000 crore trade; Rs 20,000
crore by food and beverage
market; Rs 20,000 crore by
religious items and offerings
such as oil, lamps, Ganga
water, idols; Rs 10,000 crore by

transportation and logistics; Rs
5,000 crore by handicrafts and
souvenirs; Rs 3,000 crore by
healthcare services; Rs 1,000
crore by IT and digital services;
Rs 10,000 crore by
entertainment and media; and
more.
According to estimates, the
event may generate Rs 2 lakh
crore if each of 40 crore visitors
spends an average of Rs 5,000.
Some experts estimated  the
average cost of
accommodation and food for
each visitor in Prayagraj would
be Rs 10,000, which would

contribute Rs 4 lakh crore to
the state government’s treasury
by the end of the Mela.
BJP MP from Chandni Chowk
and Secretary General of
CAIT, Praveen Khandelwal
said an  estimate suggests that
with an average expenditure of
Rs 5,000 per person during
religious travel, the total
spending will exceed Rs 2 lakh
crore. This includes spending
on hotels, guesthouses,
temporary accommodations,
food, religious items,
healthcare, and other services. 
Many companies and
corporate sectors from India as
well as abroad are jostling for
space to showcase their
presence during the 45 day
event. Dabur, Parle, Coca-
Cola, Reliance Consumer
Products, ITC Mangaldeep,
Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC are
just some of the companies out
to woo the crores of devotees
expected at the holy fair. Dabur
has also tied up with dhabas
and eateries in the city and on
the highways. ITC Mangaldeep
has set up unique 5 ft tall
agarbatti installations at high
traffic locations including
Sangam Ghat. Reliance
Consumer Products has also
set up Campa Ashram, a space
that offers a safe and serene
haven for pilgrims to rest.
The Maha Kumbh 2025, the
largest religious congregation
in Prayagraj, started on
January 13 and will end on
February 26. The event is
anticipated to attract around
400 million visitors during its
45-day period.  Back in 2019,
the Kumbh Mela generated Rs
1.2 lakh crore in revenue,
which is expected to grow to
Rs lakh crore this time.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
MUMBAI

Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty bounced back

on Tuesday after declining
for the past four sessions on
easing retail inflation and a
rebound in global markets.
Besides, bargain hunting in
energy, banking and metal
stocks supported the market
sentiment. 
However, rising global crude
prices and unrelenting
selling by foreign investors
capped the gains, traders
said. The 30-share BSE
benchmark Sensex rose
169.62 points or 0.22 per cent
to settle at 76,499.63. During
the day, it surged 505.6
points or 0.66 per cent to
76,835.61.
As many as 2,867 stocks
advanced while 1,096
declined and 110 remained
unchanged on the BSE. 
The NSE Nifty climbed 90.10
points or 0.39 per cent to
23,176.05.
The BSE Sensex has plunged
1,869.1 points or 2.39 per
cent in the past four trading
sessions.
“A rebound in the global
market and an ease in
domestic CPI inflation
provided respite to the
broader indices. This may
provide some leeway for RBI
in its next policy meeting.
However, rising oil prices
and higher 10-year yields will
be watched carefully.
“The IT sector weighed
down amid concerns over
weak earnings guidance for
Q4. The domestic sentiment
will be more inclined
towards the ongoing
earnings season and
upcoming union budget,
which has a mixed view,”
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services, said.

Continued on page 2

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

India’s 1-3 loss to Australia
in the recent five test match

series there has prompted
Board of Control for Cricket
in India(BCCI)to consider
disciplinary measures like
limiting the presence of wives
on tours.  The BCCI also
proposes to make it
mandatory for players to
travel together in the team
bus.  They may also be asked
to pay for extra luggage.
These proposed measures also
come in the backdrop of

Indian cricket team losing all
the three test matches against
New Zealand at home before
the Border-Gavaskar test
match series in Australia.  The
steps were reportedly
discussed in the review
meeting between the BCCI
and Rohit Sharma and
Gautam Gambhir after the loss
Down Under.
The proposed steps include
not allowing spouses to travel
with players beyond two weeks
on a tour that more than 45
days, it was learnt.  If the tour
is shorter, the duration may be
reduced to seven days. India’s

next Test assignment away
from home is a five-match
tour of England starting in
June.
Moreover, it will be made
mandatory for the players to
travel together in team buses.
They have also been asked to
pay for extra luggage.  If
players’ luggage exceeds 150
kg, BCCI will not cover the
extra charges, and players will
have to pay them.
Two top players of the Indian
team reportedly travelled with
their families between cities
during Australian tour while
the rest of the players travelled

together. A report even
claimed that the Indian team
did not celebrate their historic
win in in Perth together.
The BCCI decided to avoid
any knee-jerk reactions in
terms of the combination of
the team. It is understood that
with an important ODI
tournament like the
Champions Trophy scheduled
in another six weeks’ time, any
immediate reaction would
hurt the team as well as the
support staff.
Moreover, the issue of
managers of players and
coaches was highlighted when

the personal manager of a
senior coaching staff member
was allowed on the team bus
on the recent tour in Australia.
The issue of managers of
players and coaches was
highlighted when the personal
manager of a senior coaching
staff member was allowed on
the team bus on the recent
tour that ended with India
losing 1-3.
Personal managers travelling
on the team bus also raises a
red flag with the anti-
corruption unit. It should be
avoided going forward. As far
as the presence of wives on

tours is concerned, it is being
discussed in the board and a
call would be taken on it soon,
sources said.
Also players and coaches
should only travel by team bus.
It was always supposed to be
the case but of late, players use
other modes of transportation.
That should be avoided, they
said.
India’s 1-3 defeat, their first
loss to Australia in 10 years
also meant that the Indians
failed to make the cut for the
World Test Championship
final to be held in London in
June.

SAUMYA SHUKLA n NEW DELHI

Hinting towards a deeper
conspiracy behind the

bomb threats being sent to
schools and several
educational institutions across
Delhi-NCR in recent past, the
Delhi Police on Tuesday
revealed link of an NGO, who
opposed the hanging of
terrorist Afzal Guru and has a
association with a political
party, with the 12th class
student who had sent mails to
over 400 schools.
BJP alleged that the police
investigation hints towards
Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP)
involvement in the case,
charging that AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal is not just

Delhi’s but the country’s
enemy ahead of the Delhi
elections.
The BJP has been targeting
Chief Minister Atishi on her
parents opposing the hanging
of Guru. Addressing a Press
conference, Special CP/Law
and Order Division Zone-II
Madhup Tiwari said that the
minor has sent about seven
threatening mails to more
than 400 schools between
February 12 and January 8. He
also sent the mail on May 1
when about 250 schools
received the hoax bomb threat
creating large-scale panic and
fear among both parents and
children, disrupting normal
lives of the public, the officer
added.

The matter came to fore when
the police identified a 16 year
old for sending bomb threats
to about 23 schools on January
8. The hoax threats were
delivered through heavily
encrypted email services and
complex digital pathways,
clearly indicating intent to
conceal identity and evade

detection, Tiwari said.
However, he added that
considering technical
complexities and advanced
techniques used in sending
such emails, the police started
probing the role of other
entities/players/associates. The
police pulled out at the
background of the juvenile’s

family.
“We wanted to see how this
child could have done all this
on his own. To investigate this,
we did a background profiling
of the entire family. It is
revealed that one NGO, which
is part of a civil society group,
has a significant influence at
the workplace of the juvenile’s
guardian. It has a longstanding
association and deep
connection with a political
party. This NGO is known for
advocacy for the political party
in open public domain and
questions the legitimacy of
Afzal Guru’s hacking, a
convicted terrorist involved in
the 2001 Parliament attack,”
the officer said.

Continued on page 2

Flower petals being showered on devotees gathered to take a holy dip at Sangam on the occasion of ‘Makar Sankranti’ during the Maha Kumbh Mela 2025 PTI

WEATHER
AQI 275
MAX 21.2°C(+1.3)
MIN 8.5°C(+1.5)

Mohammad Asfan was killed on the Russia-Ukraine frontlines last year. He
travelled to Russia for a security guard’s job but was sent to the war zone

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

The Sangam bank in
Prayagraj on Monday

became a hotspot with crowds
flocking to take selfies with
the cutouts of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on the first
bathing festival of the Maha
Kumbh.
The 45-day Maha Kumbh
Mela will culminate on
February 26 with 40 crore
devotees expected to take a
dip in the Sangam. Also
Read:Maha Kumbh 2025:
Devotees take a 'holy' dip at
Sangam on first day A
sizeable number of women
and youths gathered in larg...
A sizeable number of women
and youths gathered in large
numbers at Nandi Dwar on
Paush Purnima Snan to click
photos and selfies, displaying
their craze for Modi and
Adityanath. Brajesh Sharma, a

visitor from Ujjain in Madhya
Pradesh expressed his ad...
Brajesh Sharma, a visitor
from Ujjain in Madhya
Pradesh expressed his
admiration for Modi and
Yogi, stating that the cutouts
attracted him. His entire
family joined in for selfies,
praising the arrangements at
the Maha Kumbh Mela.
Suganma Dhippo, who
travelled from Pune to
Maharashtra for the sacred
bath, lauded the
arrangements at the event.
She said the images of Modi
and Yogi at Nandi Dwar were
captivating, prompting her
and her family to take selfies.

SANGAM BANK BECOMES SELFIE HOTSPOT

(Left to right): Ashwini Vaishnaw; PM Narendra Modi taking oath in June 2024 and Mark Zuckerberg

Release Indians hired to
army: MEA to Russsia
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“He was riding to his farm at
his village Vadbar on
motorcycle when his neck
was slit by kite string. He was
taken to hospital but died
during treatment,” a Vadnagar
police station official said. An
unidentified man, riding a
motorcycle, was similarly
killed on the outskirts of
Rajkot city.
Ishwar Thakor (35) died in
Patdi taluka of Surendranagar
district after suffering deep
cuts in the neck due to kite
string while riding a
motorcycle, police said.

From page 1

From the 30-share blue-chip
pack, Adani Ports jumped over
5 per cent. NTPC, Tata Steel,
Bajaj Finserv, Zomato, Bajaj
Finance, Tata Motors, State
Bank of India, IndusInd Bank
and Maruti were among the
other big gainers.
From the 30-share pack,
Hindustan Unilever, Titan,
Tata Consultancy Services,
Infosys and UltraTech Cement
were the other laggards.

HCL Technologies slumped
over 8 per cent after its
December quarter earnings
failed to cheer investors.
IT company HCL Tech on
Monday reported a 5.54 per
cent uptick in consolidated net
profit to Rs 4,591 crore in the
December quarter as the CEO
expressed optimism for
improvement in the demand
environment and
discretionary spending and
raised the revenue growth
guidance.

Brokers said overall
sentiments turned better after
retail inflation dipped to a 4-
month low of 5.22 per cent in
December, giving headroom
to the Reserve Bank to cut the
key interest rate in upcoming
monetary policy.
The BSE midcap gauge soared
2.13 per cent and smallcap
index jumped 1.69 per cent.
“As markets were on a
downward spiral for the past
few sessions, a short-term
recovery was on the cards.

Selective buying in banking,
telecom, auto, power and
metal stocks aided positive
sentiment, while broader
equity markets too performed
well with mid and small-cap
stocks witnessing a sharp
rebound.
“However, caution will
continue to prevail as the
rupee scaling fresh lows
coupled with strong FII fund
outflows will remain a major
deterrent for markets,”
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP

(Research), Mehta Equities
Ltd, said.
Among BSE sectoral indices,
utilities zoomed 5.21 per cent,
power rallied 4.50 per cent,
metal (3.51 per cent),
telecommunication (2.54 per
cent), commodities (2.34 per
cent) and services (2.26 per
cent). On the other hand, IT,
teck, BSE Focused IT and
FMCG were the laggards.
Retail inflation declined to a
four-month low of 5.22 per
cent in December, mainly on

account of easing of prices in
the food basket, including
vegetables — according to
government data released on
Monday — giving headroom
to the Reserve Bank to reduce
the key interest rate in
upcoming monetary policy
reviews.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
settled in the positive territory
while Tokyo was lower.
Markets in Europe were
trading in the green. US

markets ended on a mixed
note on Monday. All Adani
group stocks were in heavy
demand, with Adani Power
surging nearly 20 per cent.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities worth
Rs 4,892.84 crore on Monday,
according to exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.12 per cent to
USD 81.11 a barrel.
Meanwhile, wholesale price
inflation rose to 2.37 per cent
in December 2024 due to a

spike in prices of non-food
articles, manufactured items
and fuel and power, even
though food items saw
marginal easing, government
data released on Tuesday
showed.
Falling for the fourth straight
session on Monday, the 30-
share BSE benchmark Sensex
tanked 1,048.90 points or 1.36
per cent to settle at 76,330.01.
The Nifty dropped 345.55
points or 1.47 per cent to close
at 23,085.95.
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He said that due to the NGO’s
proximity to a political party,
it raises critical questions
about a possible larger
conspiracy to create public
unrest through disruptive
tactics. “Through scientific
means, digital forensic
analysis and other technical
surveillance and intelligence
apparatus, further deep
investigation is in progress to
ascertain the angle of larger
conspiracy, players involved
(directly or indirectly) behind
this sinister activity and other
such hoax mails,” Tiwari said.
Meanwhile, this has led to
creating a political uproar
with BJP MP Sudhanshu

Trivedi stating that the
involvement of the NGO and
its opposition to Guru’s
hanging clearly links it to
AAP. “Is the child only a shield
for such NGOs who want to
destroy the law and order of
Delhi and create a state of fear
for political gains? With the
investigation, it is highly likely
that the NGO is linked to
AAP since we all know the
party’s  deep links with NGO
that have supported Afzal
Guru and have been involved
in anti national activities.
Both of the parents of Delhi
Chief Minister Atishi
supported the clemency
petition of Afzal Guru,” he
alleged.
He also demanded that

Kejriwal come forward and
clarify the party’s relation with
the NGO, stating that by not
doing so they will deepen the
doubt.
Delhi BJP President Virendra
Sachdeva has also said the
‘AAP-da’ party will soon be
fully exposed after the
investigation is complete and
will be ousted out of the
national Capital for
destroying it completely. “I
would say that Arvind
Kejriwal is not only the enemy
of Delhi, he is also the enemy
of the entire nation,” he said.
The police have registered a
case under Section 351(3)
(criminal intimidation) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) along with Section 66F

of the Information
Technology Act, 2000.
They have also recovered a
laptop and two mobile phones
from the minor, which were
subjected to preliminary
forensic analysis, revealing
conclusive and irrefutable
digital evidence directly
linking the accused to the
threatening emails.
“Through scientific means,
digital forensic analysis and
other technical surveillance
and intelligence apparatus,
further deep investigation is in
progress to ascertain the angle
of larger conspiracy, players
involved (directly or
indirectly) behind this sinister
activity and other such hoax
mails,” an officer added.

Retail inflation drops, Sensex, Nifty bounce

Police find NGO, political ties in Delhi... PARLIAMENT COMMITTEE TO
QUESTION META CEO Release Indians hired...
From page 1

“A lot of people in the United
States focus on this as an
American phenomenon, but I
kind of think that the reaction
to Covid probably caused a
breakdown and trust in a lot of
governments around the
world, because 2024 was a big
election year around the world.
And you know there are all
these countries, India, just like
a ton of countries, that had
elections and the incumbents,
basically lost every single one
of them,” Meta CEO had
mentioned in the podast.
This is not the first time that
India has been irked by the
irresponsible acts by these
social media companies as in

year 2020 also the then
Information and Technology
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
had written to Zuckerberg
accusing the social media
platform employees of
supporting people from a
political predisposition that
lost successive elections, and of
“abusing” the Prime Minister
(Narendra Modi) and his
cabinet members.
The parliamentary standing
committee on IT chaired by
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
had summoned Facebook
officials on the alleged misuse
of its hate speech rules. The
Parliament committee has also
summoned officials of
Amazon and Google on the
certain issue earlier.

From page 1

“We offer our deepest
condolences to the family of
the deceased. Our embassy in
Moscow is in touch with the
families, and all possible
assistance is being rendered,”
Jaiswal said. “We are working
with the Russian authorities
for an early transportation of
the mortal remains to India.
We have also sought an early
discharge and repatriation to
India of the injured person,”
he said.
“The matter has been strongly
taken up with Russian
authorities in Moscow as well
as with the Russian Embassy
in New Delhi today,” he
added.
In October last year, Indian

officials said 85 Indian
nationals have been
discharged from the Russian
military and efforts are on to
secure the release of 20 more.
In August 2024, the Russian
embassy said Moscow and
New Delhi are working in
close coordination for an
early “identification and
discharge” of the Indian
nationals who voluntarily
joined contractual work in the
military service and now want
to return home.
Since April last year, the
ministry of defence of the
Russian Federation had
stopped recruiting citizens of
a number of foreign
countries, including India,
into the military service, it
had said.

Kite string slits
claims four
lives in Gujarat

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

In a significant development
that comes ahead of the local

body polls in Maharashtra
Assembly polls, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will address
the newly elected MLAs from
the ruling MahaYuti –
comprising BJP, Shiv Sena
(Eknath Shinde) and NCP (Ajit
Pawar) – during his visit to
Mumbai on Wednesday.
Wednesday’s joint address by
Modi is of political importance
considering that the event
comes within weeks after the
BJP-led MahaYuti rode to a
spectacular victory in the State
Assembly polls which the
ruling front won 230 seats out

of the total 288 seats, as against
46 seats secured by the
Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA).
It may be recalled that in the
Assembly polls, the BJP walked
away with 132 seats out of the
total 288 seats, followed by its
allies Eknath Shinde-led Shiv
Sena with 57 seats and Ajit
Pawar-led NCP with 41 seats.
On the other hand, the MVA
constituents --Shiv Sena
(UBT), Congress, and NCP --
secured 20, 16, and 10 seats,
respectively
The joint meeting comes days
after BJP's state-level grand
convention in Shirdi, which
was addressed by Union Home
Minister and BJP’s chief

strategist Amit Shah. 
Modi, who will be in the
metropolis on Wednesday to
commission two frontline
warships and a submarine, will
address the legislators of  the
BJP, Shinde Shiv Sena and NCP
(Ajit Pawar), around noon.  
Among others to be present at
the joint MahaYuti meeting
will be chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis, deputy chief
ministers Eknath Shinde, Ajit
Pawar and state BJP office
bearers.
Later in the day, the Prime
Minister will inaugurate the Sri
Sri Radha Madanmohanji
Temple, an ISKCON project at
Kharghar in 
Navi Mumbai.

PM to address MahaYuti MLAs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW
DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
refused to grant bail to

Alemla Jamir, a self-styled
“cabinet minister” of the Naga
insurgent outfit NSCN-IM, in
an alleged case of terror
funding.
A bench of Justices Navin
Chawla and Shalinder Kaur on
January 13 said going by the
allegations against Jamir, the
evidence and the fact that her
husband was absconding, her
appeal against an order
dismissing her bail plea for the
second time had no merit.
The accused said she was aged
about 51 and had spent about
4.5 years in jail with the
prosecution being uncertain
about the conclusion of her
case's trial.
The bench observed the trial
judge was trying to speed up
the trial and the prosecution
was also attempting to
conclude the trial as soon as
possible. "Justice hurried is
justice buried. We also cannot
lose sight of the element that

quality of evidence that is to be
adduced before the trial cannot
be compromised," the bench
said.
Observing Jamir was a flight
risk, the court said she
allegedly held a high position
in the NSCN(IM) and was also
in a position to influence the
witnesses and tamper with the
evidence.
"Accordingly, the present
appeal is dismissed," the order
held.
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) lodged a case
against Jamir after she was
intercepted at the Delhi airport
on December 17, 2019, before
she could fly to Dimapur with
about Rs 72 in cash.
The agency said she was unable
to explain the source of the
recovered cash and an
intimation was sent to income
tax department prompting an
investigation.
While opposing the bail plea,
the prosecution alleged Jamir
and other accused connived
and established a "sophisticated
network" through the armed
cadets of the "Naga Army" to

extort money for terror
funding.
Jamir said sufficient evidence
was not on record to support
the alleged serious accusations
against her.
In the judgement, the court
said NIA's investigation
revealed NSCN(IM) was a
terrorist outfit with
sophisticated weaponry and
ran a parallel government.
"Allegations against the
appellant are specific of her
being involved in a criminal
conspiracy..For raising and
collecting lots of funds from
businessmen in Dimapur," the
order said, "by creating a
systematic mechanism for
collecting extortion money for
the NSCN(IM), for which she
had opened, as many as 20
bank accounts, some in
fictitious names also." 
Jamir and other accused
persons were acting in a
surreptitious manner trying to
leave behind no trail of
evidence over the extortion of
money for carrying out
NSCN(IM)'s terror operations,
it added. 

Terror funding case: Delhi HC
denies bail to NSCN-IM leader 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
LUCKNOW

The grand and spiritually
significant Prayagraj

Mahakumbh 2025 continues
to witness an overwhelming
turnout of devotees, with the
Paush Purnima and Makar
Sankranti bathing festivals
concluding smoothly under
the guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the leadership of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.
On Monday, the Paush
Purnima bath concluded
peacefully, while on Tuesday,
during the Amrit Snan of
Makar Sankranti, nearly three
crore devotees had taken a
holy dip in the sacred waters
of the Sangam. CM Yogi has
been closely monitoring the
event from Gorakhpur,
ensuring every aspect of the
arrangements is meticulously
managed.
On his instructions, Principal
Secretary (Home) Sanjay
Prasad and Director General
of Police Prashant Kumar,
along with the other senior
officials, are maintaining a
constant vigil over the
arrangements at the fair.
The authorities have been
actively engaging with
devotees, saints, and
Kalpvasis, ensuring smooth
operations and addressing
concerns with efficiency.
Devotees have widely praised
the administration and police

for their promptness, effective
crowd management, and the
w e l l - c o o r d i n a t e d
arrangements during the
Mahakumbh.
To manage the massive
gathering, a 24- hour control
room has been set up to
ensure constant surveillance
and timely responses. CM
Yogi has been personally
receiving real-time updates,
emphasizing a divine, grand,
and digital Mahakumbh. This
year’s event, compared to
previous Kumbh festivals, has
been meticulously designed
to be cleaner, safer, and better
organized.
Principal Secretary (Home)
Sanjay Prasad highlighted the
effective crowd management
strategies. Advanced
monitoring systems,
including thermal imaging at
night and real-time visuals
from drones and CCTV
cameras during the day, have
ensured proper crowd control
and safety.
DGP Prashant Kumar
confirmed that special
arrangements have also been
made for devotees traveling
from Prayagraj to other
spiritual destinations such as
Chitrakoot, Vindhyavasini
Dham, Varanasi, and
Ayodhya. Coordination
between administrative and
police teams in these cities
has been reinforced to ensure
a seamless pilgrimage
experience.

CM Adityanath monitors
Mahakumbh arrangements 

STAFF REPORTER n
GURUGRAM

Two unidentified men
wearing helmets riding a

motorcycle opened fire
outside a locked house in the
Ashok Vihar Phase -3 area of
Gurugram in the wee hours of
Tuesday and swiftly fled the
scene.
The incident creates panic
among the residents of the
area.
The house was newly
constructed and the 'Grah
Pravesh' ceremony was
scheduled on Wednesday.
It is being said that at the time
of the incident, no one was
injured in the incident.

A police officer privy to the
matter said more than 2 dozen
rounds of fire outside the
three-storey house.
Police have recovered several
empty shells from the scene.
Cops have also questioned the
complainant for clues.
The house belongs to Ram
Niwas, a resident of the Prem
Nagar area of Gurugram. He
was a building material
supplier.
Ram Niwas told the police
that before this incident, he
had not even received any
threatening calls from anyone,
and he was also surprised by
this incident.
The source said that after
firing, the accused threw a slip

with the name of the Kaushal
gang group inside the house.
The slip has the names of
Kaushal Chaudhary, Pawan
Shaukeen, Saurav Gadoli,
Bhabhia Group, Bhuppi Rana
and Sukhdeep Buddh, the
source said.
Meanwhile, the police have
tight-lipped into the matter
and refused to disclose further
details.
"We are in the process of filing
an FIR against the
unidentified criminals. CCTV
footage of the area is being
scanned to develop the
identity of the criminals. The
matter is under investigation,"
a spokesperson of the
Gurugram police said.

Shootout in Gurugram, no injuries

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

ASpecial Court in Delhi
on Tuesday discharged

JSW Steel Ltd (formerly
Monnet Isat) in a case
related to alleged
i r r e g u l a r i t i e s
in the allocation and
running of Gare Palma and
Rajgamar Dipside coal
blocks in Chhattisgarh.
Special judge Arun
Bhardwaj passed the order,
noting the adjudicating
authority approved JSW's
application of taking over
Monnet Ispat via a
resolution under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC).
The judge passed the order
on a discharge plea filed by
the JSW on the ground of

immunity granted under the
law, submitting it has taken
over Monnet Ispat under the
code. The judge said the
adjudicating authority
approved JSW's application
to take over.
JSW sought the discharge
citing Section 32A, 
which says the liability of a
corporate debtor for an
offence committed under
any law prior to the
commencement of the
Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP)
shall cease and the
corporate debtor will not be
prosecuted for such an
offence from the date, the
r e s o l u t i o n
plan was approved 
by the adjudicating
authority.
"Approval of the resolution

plan by the adjudicating
authority shows the
requirements of Section 32
A of IBC, 2016 were
fulfilled. Therefore, the
accused number 1 company
stands discharged under
Section 32 A of 
IBC, 2016,” the judge held.
Senior advocate Vikas
Pahwa represented the
company.
The case is one among the
several cases stemming
from the irregular allocation
of coal blocks between 1993
and 2005. 
The CBI registered a
preliminary enquiry on
September 26, 
2012 to look into the
irregularities in the
allocation of coal blocks
during the 
period. 

Coal scam: Delhi court discharges 
JSW Steel Ltd in corruption case

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

Lakhs of pilgrims defied the
cold weather to take a holy

dip at Ganga Sagar, the
confluence of the Ganges and
the Bay of Bengal, on Makar
Sankranti. The event, marked
by chanting hymns, signifies
the harvesting festival in this
region.
Despite expectations of a lower
turnout due to the Maha
Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj, over
25 lakh pilgrims attended,
surpassing previous years’
numbers. Pilgrims performed

rituals at the Kapil Muni
Ashram starting at the
auspicious time for the 'Shahi
Snan' at 6:58 am, continuing
for 24 hours.
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee personally oversaw
arrangements, with the State
Government enhancing
security amid terror threats.
Pilgrims praised the improved
facilities, including cleaner
toilets and a tidier beach.
Rajneesh Chaturvedi from
Patna commented, “I’m
visiting for the third time in ten
years, and the facilities have

improved greatly.”
Officials reported the event
was peaceful, with the
exception of one death due to a
cardiac arrest.Reaching Ganga
Sagar remains a challenging
journey, with pilgrims crossing
a 2.5 km stretch of river at the
mouth of the Bay of Bengal.
State officials noted that ferry
accidents had been reduced to
zero, thanks to stringent
regulations. “In the past,
overcrowded country boats
caused mishaps,” said a State
minister.Ganga Sagar Mela
remains one of the largest

pilgrimage gatherings globally,
blending religious traditions,
attire, food, and cultural
practices.
For years, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has
advocated for Ganga Sagar
Mela’s recognition as a
“national fair,” highlighting its
popularity, which she claims
often surpasses that of the
Kumbh Mela. She criticized
the Centre for investing in
Kumbh Mela while neglecting
Ganga Sagar, calling for
national fair status and funding
for the event.

Lakhs gather at Ganga Sagar in
Bengal for Makar Sankranti dip

STAFF REPORTER n NEW
DELHI

Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva on

Tuesday raised concerns
over alleged irregularities in
the voter list ahead of the
February 5 Assembly
elections.
Accompanied by BJP MP
Bansuri Swaraj and senior
leader Om Pathak, Sachdeva
met Election Commission
(EC) officials to highlight
their grievances. He claimed
that over five lakh new voter
applications have been filed
recently, many of which
raised suspicions.“We found
that a significant number of
applicants are 80 years or
older. How can someone of
this age not have a voter ID
card until now? Who are
these people?” Sachdeva
questioned.
He also accused Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) supremo
Arvind Kejriwal of
attempting to delete the
names of 44 voters
associated with a Valmiki
temple on Mandir Marg,
calling the move “anti-
Dalit.”
“Kejriwal has filed an

application to remove the
names of 44 voters from a
Valmiki temple. These
people have been living
there for 22 years. He is anti-
Dalit,” Sachdeva alleged.
Further, he accused AAP of
targeting government
employees residing in MPs’
quarters by filing
applications to have their
votes removed.
“We have demanded an
inquiry into these issues and
action against those
threatening the Purvanchali
and Valmiki communities,”
Sachdeva added.These
allegations follow similar
claims made by the AAP,
which has accused the BJP
of orchestrating a “voter
scam” to influence the
election results. The
Kejriwal-led party has
alleged that the BJP is
resorting to unfair practices
to regain control of the
capital after more 
than 25 years.With voting
scheduled for February 5
and results set for February
8, the political climate in
Delhi remains tense as both
parties continue to level
accusations against each
other.

Delhi BJP raises
concerns over voter
list irregularities

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday
released its third list of 16

candidates for the upcoming
assembly polls in Delhi
featuring the name of former
Union minister Krishna Tirath
from Patel Nagar and
councillor Ariba Khan from
Okhla.
The party has fielded former
MLA and senior leader
Kunwar Karan Singh from
Model Town,  Bheesham
Sharma from Ghonda, Ariba
Khan from Okhla, Dharam Pal
Lakda from Mundka, and
Krishna Tirath from Patel
Nagar, among others. The
party also replaced its
candidate in the Gokalpur (SC)
constituency, fielding Ishwar
Bagri in place of Pramod
Kumar Jayant.
With this list, the Congress has
declared a total of 63
candidates for the elections for
the 70-member Delhi
Assembly.
Congress leader Rajesh Gupta
has been named from Kirari,
Jagat Singh from Shahdara,
Rajiv Chaudhary from Vishwas
Nagar, and Vishesh Tokas R.K.
Puram, Prem Sharma from
Hari Nagar, Harbani Kaur from
Janakpuri and Mange Ram
from Palam among others.

Congress
releases third
list for Delhi

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Atotal of 33 candidates
from the BJP will be

filing their nominations on
Wednesday including
Kalkaji candidate and two
time MP Ramesh Bidhuri,
New Delhi candidate and
two time MP Parvesh Sahib
Singh Verma, and Leader of
Opposition in Delhi
assembly and Rohini
candidate Vijendra Gupta.
This comes after many
candidates were waiting for

‘auspicious day’ to file their
nomination and submit their
documents. The last day of
filing is January 17. These
candidates will be
accompanied by senior BJP
leaders and Delhi BJP MPs.
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini and New
Delhi BJP MP Bansuri
Swaraj will accompany
National General Secretary
of the BJP Dushyant Kumar
Gautam, who is party’s
candidate from the reserved
seat of Karol Bagh.

BJP candidates to hold road
shows, file nominations
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e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

(Second Call)
Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to

27.01.2025, at 17.30 Hour
The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from
the Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated e- Procurement Portal
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date 17.01.2025, at 17.31
Hours.(IST) onwards.
Note: 1. All eligible intrested contractors/bidders are mandated to
get enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific ven-
dor class from PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier
Registration in order to download the tender documents and par-
ticipate in the subsequent bidding process.
2. Probable Amount of Contract (P.A.C.) is as per S.O.R.
01.08.2010. (As Amendments 22.08.2022).

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

WATER RESORUCES DIVISION, MARWAHI H.Q, PENDRA ROAD
DISTT.-GAURELLA-PENDRA-MARWAHI (C.G.)

System Tender
No./NIT No./ Dated

Name of Work Probable
Amount of
Contract

STN. 164168 NIT
NO. 13/SAC/2024-
25 Date:-10.01.2025

CATCHMENT DIVERSION AND CON-
STRUCTION OF CHANNEL AND C.C.
LINING WORK OF PAKARIKACH-
HAR TANK SCHEME.

Rs. 263.50
Lakh

STN. 164169 NIT
NO. 14/SAC/2024-
25 Date: 10,01,2025

RENOVATION AND CEMENT CON-
CRETE LINING OF MAIN CANAL OF
PARASI LIFT IRRIGATION SCHEME

Rs. 271.42
Lakh

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION 

MARWARI (C.G.)
For, Chief Engineer

Hasdeo Basin Water Resources Department
Bilaspur (CG)G- 242505308/4 

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo

Sai on Tuesday announced
that our government will
provide a financial
assistance of Rs 10 lakh to
the kin of the murdered
journalist Mukesh
Chandrakar.

The Chief Minister was
speaking to reporters at the
helipad in the Police parade
grounds in the state capital.

Sai said that a building
will be constructed, Patrakar
Bhawan, for the journalists
and it will be named after
late Mukesh Chandrakar.

The body of freelance
journalist Mukesh
Chandrakar (33), who had
gone missing since January
1, was recovered on January

3 inside a septic tank on a
property of the murder
kingpin Suresh Chandrakar
in Chattanpara locality in
the Bijapur town of the
state.

Suresh Chandrakar was
arrested from Hyderabad
on January 5 while his
brothers Ritesh and Dinesh
along with a supervisor
Mahendra Ramteke were
apprehended on January 4.

They were held under
sections 103, 238, 61 and 3
(5) of Bharatiya Nyay
Sanhita. The deceased and
accused were relatives.

Suresh Chandrakar was
furious with Mukesh
Chandrakar, after a news

report highlighting
corruption in a road
construction work by the
latter linked to the former in
Bijapur district, was telecast
on national TV news
channel on December 25
last year and a probe was
ordered by the state
government the next day.
After Suresh Chandrakar’s
arrest, the state government
had suspended his
registration with the state’s
Public Works Department
as ‘A’ category contractor
and cancelled all works
allotted to him earlier.

The four are in jail on
judicial remand and further
probe is underway.

STAFF REPORTER n
BALRAMPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai said on

Tuesday that there were
immense possibilities of
tourism in the state.

He added that there were
plenty of beautiful places here
and his government was
boosting development in those
places to provide employment
opportunities.

He was addressing the
inaugural ceremony of the
Tatapani festival in Balrampur-
Ramanujganj district. He had
declared Tatapani a tourist
destination last year. The
cultural event will conclude on
January 16. Along with the
performances of folk artists,
the people will also get to enjoy

kite flying and parasailing on
the Aragahi airstrip. 

The event will also host a
farmer seminar and Panch-
Sarpanch conference.

“Tatapani Sankranti Parba
is the pride of the Balrampur-
Ramanujganj district. It is one
of the few places where the
power of nature can be seen
directly in the form of hot-
water ponds,” he said.

“This event also gives the
message of unity and
harmony,” he said.

Sai also inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone for
198 development works worth
Rs 177 crore. This includes a
Nalanda Campus for the
youth. He also announced the
construction of an auditorium
in Balrampur College. 

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai on

Tuesday released the official
calendar of Chhattisgarh's
silver jubilee year 2025.

Sai said that the calendar

was based on the motto of
'Prosperity through Good
Governance,' a symbol of the
priorities and achievements of
his government.

It shows the positive
impact of the welfare schemes
on people’s lives. 

Each month’s page has a

QR code that shows a video
message of Chief Minister Sai
about the special occasions of
that month. The pages also
mention important facts about
Chhattisgarh.

CM announces Rs 10L to kin of slain journalist

CM releases silver jubilee year
calendar of Chhattisgarh

Each month’s
page has a QR

code that
shows a video

message of
Chief Minister
Sai about the

special
occasions of
that month.

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The Bank of Baroda
launched on Tuesday its
flexible fixed deposit services
called the ‘bob Liquid Fixed
Deposits’.

This combines the benefits
of higher returns from fixed
deposits with the convenience

of easy liquidity associated
with a savings account.

It gives depositors the
flexibility of a partial
withdrawal facility without
having to close the entire fixed
deposit. 

Under this, a person can
withdraw Rs one lakh from a
fixed deposit of Rs five lakh
without breaking it.

BOB launches flexible
fixed deposit services

Immense possibilities of
tourism in Chhattisgarh: CM

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The Chhattisgarh BJP Chief
Kiran Deo on Tuesday

said that the saffron party
will give more representation
to the OBC candidates on
unreserved seats in the
upcoming civic body elections
in Chhattisgarh.

He told reporters at a
press conference here, “It has
been decided to ensure that
backward classes will be given
more representation on
unreserved seats. There will be
no reduction in the

representation of backward
classes.”

Deo alleged that the
Congress party has rewarded
those who went to court

against OBC reservation and
stopped OBC reservation.

BJP will keep exposing all
the conspiracies of the grand
old party, he added.

Deputy Chief Minister
Arun Sao said that Congress
has always been anti-OBC
and was always against the
reservation.

‘BJP will give more representation
to OBCs in civic body polls’

“It has been
decided to ensure

that backward
classes will be

given more
representation on
unreserved seats”

Chhattisgarhi artists mesmerised the audience through their impressive performances at the concluding day of the state-level
Youth Festival in Raipur on Tuesday.

Mukesh Chandrakar
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MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

Sending out a stern warning
to the neighbouring

Pakistan Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh Tuesday said
Jammu and Kashmir is incom-
plete without Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir (PoK).
He also hit out at the Prime
Minister of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), Chaudhry
Anwarul Haq, over his remarks
on India.
Noting that Pakistan has not
stopped destabilising India and
has been promoting illegal
infiltration and terrorism since
1965 Singh also cautioned
Pakistan to dismantle all the
existing 'terrorist training
camps operating from PoK.
Addressing a gathering of vet-
eran soldiers on the occasion of
the 9th Armed Forces Veterans’
Day programme at Tanda
Artillery Brigade, Akhnoor,
the Defence Minister described
PoK as the crown jewel of

India, which is nothing more
than a foreign territory to
Pakistan. He said, “J&K is
incomplete without PoK. The
people living there are being
deprived of a dignified life.
Efforts are being made by
Pakistan to mislead and pro-
voke them against India in the
name of religion. PoK’s land is
being used for terrorism.
Training camps for terrorists
are running and launch pads
have been built in the areas
adjacent to the border. The
Indian government is well
aware of the situation. Pakistan
will have to put an end to its
nefarious designs.”
Referring to the glorious his-
tory of the Indian army,
Rajnath Singh said, "2025 is the
diamond jubilee year of the
1965 Indo-Pak war, and India’s
victory was the result of the val-
our & sacrifice of the Armed
Forces. “Pakistan has lost every
war it fought with India,
whether it was the attack in

1948, the war of 1965, the war
of 1971 or the Kargil war of
1999. Pakistan has been pro-
moting illegal infiltration and
terrorism since 1965 and has
tried to influence the local
population in J&K.
"Our Muslim brothers have
sacrificed their lives fighting
against terrorism. Even today,
more than 80% of the terrorists
entering India are from
Pakistan. Cross-border terror-
ism would have ended in 1965
itself, but the then central gov-
ernment was unable to convert
the tactical advantage gained in
the war into a strategic advan-
tage,” he said. The situation on
the ground has significantly
improved since the abroga-
tion of Article 370,” he added.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh also reiterated the gov-
ernment’s top priority is bridg-
ing the gap between Kashmir
and the rest of India.
"Kashmir was treated differ-
ently (by previous govern-

ments) in the past as a result
our brothers and sisters in the
region could not get connect-
ed with Delhi as it should have
been. I do not want to go into
the past as our government's
biggest achievement is that we
have been working to bridge
'dil ki duri' (distance between
hearts) between Kashmir and
the rest of the country.
"I congratulate Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah for taking the
right steps to help overcome the
little bit of gap (which is still
there)," the defence minister
said.
The event was also attended by
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, Chief of Defence Staff
General Anil Chauhan;
General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Northern Command
Lieutenant General MV
Suchindra Kumar and other
civil and military officers.
During his visit to Akhnoor,
Rajnath Singh inaugurated a

heritage museum and also
hoisted a 108-foot national
flag. 
The museum showcases
weapons used in various wars
in J-K and sculptures of war
heroes. Certain mobility equip-
ment in terms of Motorised
Wheelchairs, Tri Scooters,
Scooters and Auto Rickshaws
were handed over to the ex-ser-
vicemen on the occasion. More
than 40 stalls/help desks of var-
ious Records Offices, Defence
& Government Welfare
Organisations, Banks &
Employment Agencies were
established at the venue for in-
situ grievance redressal and
awareness. 
The Defence  Minister also
interacted with the ex-service-
men and expressed gratitude to
the Armed Forces personnel,
both retired & serving, for
their selfless service towards
protecting the borders with
unmatched bravery, dedica-
tion, sacrifice and patriotism.

Jammu and Kashmir incomplete without PoK: Rajnath Singh

PTI n NEW DELHI

If walls could talk, 24 Akbar
Road would write itself a

book - of the days of the Raj,
of the Burma of the 1960s and
mostly of the dramatic ups and
downs of the Congress that
headquartered itself in its spa-
cious premises 47 years ago.
Always more than an address,
the Lutyens era bungalow that
witnessed many a story and
secret cedes its place as a polit-
ical nerve centre on Wednesday
when the opposition party
moves to its new office, the
Indira Gandhi Bhawan, at
Kotla Road a few kilometres
away.
The Akbar Road bungalow
once housed Sir Reginald
Maxwell who was a member of
Viceroy Lord Linlithgow's exec-
utive council. It was also home
to a teen Aung San Suu Kyi in
1961 when her mother was
appointed ambassador to India.
The Congress has been its
mainstay though. More than
just an office for the party, the
premises set in expansive lawns
was witness to the tenure of

seven Congress presidents.
It is the constant in the
Congress' history - and through
it the country's -- as the party
navigated the twists and turns
of India's politics through the
decades.
Party old-timers and romantics
agree that modern amenities
and a larger area are the need
of the hour but the emotional
connect and unfolding of his-
tory associated with the 24
Akbar Road address will always
stay strong.
On a chilly January morning in
1978, a team of 20 workers
from the Indira Gandhi-head-
ed breakaway Congress entered
its precincts, the first Congress
members to do so.
It is another cold January. And
then, as now, the Congress is
again in the opposition, facing
mounting electoral challenges
as it did post-Emergency under
Indira Gandhi and striving to
stage a comeback.
A Type VII bungalow in the
heart of Lutyens' Delhi, 24
Akbar Road was then allotted
to G Venkatswamy, a Rajya
Sabha MP from Andhra

Pradesh who chose to side
with Indira Gandhi at a time
when most Congress leaders
had distanced themselves from
her for fear of retaliation from
the then ruling Janata Party.
The story of how and in what
circumstances the party moved
and the address' previous brush
with history is well document-
ed in political commentator
Rasheed Kidwai's book "24
Akbar Road".
Suu Kyi, who went on become
a Nobel laureate for peace and
leader of the movement for
human rights and democracy
in Myanmar, was “barely fif-
teen, her hair in thick long
plaits, when she first arrived at
24 Akbar Road with her moth-
er, Daw Khin Kyi, Aung San's
widow, who was appointed
Myanmar's ambassador to
India”, Kidwai writes.
“Back then, 24 Akbar Road was
called Burma House - so
named by Jawaharlal Nehru in
recognition of Daw Khin Kyi's
special status," he says.
The house, built by Sir Edwin
Lutyens between 1911 and
1925, is regarded as a singularly

fine example of a blend of
British colonial architecture
and the new modernist style.
As the Congress embraces the
new, many would look back at
its time at 24 Akbar Road as a
mixed bag electorally but
acknowledge it had been a
witness to shaping India's his-
tory for decades.
The period after the
Emergency was a testing time
for Indira Gandhi. Family loy-
alist Mohammad Yunus offered

his residence, 12 Willingdon
Crescent, to the Gandhi fami-
ly as their private residence. It
thus became home to Indira,
Rajiv, his wife Sonia, their chil-
dren, Rahul and Priyanka,
Sanjay, Maneka, and five dogs
- all moving in.
Since 12 Willingdon Crescent
was filled to capacity, 24 Akbar
Road was chosen as the new
official Congress headquar-
ters.
"Facing the residence of the

Chief of the Indian Air Force
and the Intelligence Bureau's
political surveillance unit, it
comprised five barely-fur-
nished bedrooms, a living and
dining hall, and a guest room.
The outhouses were in a state
of complete neglect and the
garden was a mess of unruly
hedges and a riot of weeds,"
Rasheed says in his book.
As the Congress finally moved
to 24 Akbar Road, under Indira
Gandhi's leadership, the office
quickly became synonymous
with the grand old party and
the theatre to many historic
decisions and drama.
Who can forget the Congress
comeback in 1980 when Indira
Gandhi stormed back to power,
the dramatic developments
that saw the ouster of Sitaram
Kesri and Sonia Gandhi taking
over as party chief, the back-to-
back Lok Sabha wins in 2004
and 2009 and the crushing
defeats in 2014 and 2019.
Just a few months ago, a picture
of party chief Mallikarjun
Kharge, former party chiefs
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi, and Priyanka Gandhi

Vadra, flashing smiles and vic-
tory signs at the party head-
quarters after the Lok Sabha
results went viral. One more of
the historic images taken at the
address etched in public mem-
ory.
The advantage of the house was
that it had a wicket gate link-
ing it to 10 Janpath, which was
then the office of the Indian
Youth Congress and subse-
quently allotted to Rajiv and
then Sonia Gandhi.
Over the years, 10 Janpath and
24 Akbar Road forged an
unbreakable link. The two
premises next to each other
served as the powerhouse of
the grand old party and played
hosts to many key meetings.
Before Independence, Motilal
Nehru's Anand Bhavan in then
Allahabad was the Congress
party headquarters. After 1947,
the party moved to the party's
headquarters in New Delhi.
Indira's Congress lost control
over 7 Jantar Mantar in 1969
when the Congress suffered its
first split. Indira Gandhi set up
a temporary party office at
Windsor Place at the residence

of Congress party loyalist M V
Krishnappa. In 1971, the
Congress office moved to 5
Rajendra Prasad Road and
from there to 24 Akbar Road in
1978.
And now to another new
address.
Indira Gandhi Bhawan will be
inaugurated by Chairperson
of the Congress Parliamentary
Party Sonia Gandhi in the
presence of party president
Mallikarjun Kharge and Leader
of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi.
The new state-of-the-art AICC
headquarters symbolises the
Congress party's continuing
mission to uphold the vision of
its stalwarts, the party has said.
As the Congress moves to the
Indira Bhawan, the electoral
challenges are daunting, espe-
cially on the back of assembly
polls defeats in Haryana and
Maharashtra.
However, the Congress would
be hoping that just like last time
when it switched headquarters,
lady luck would shine on it and
its fortunes would turn for the
better. 

24 Akbar Road: Wrapping within its walls, history of Congress and much more 
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One nation, one election
will be a milestone towards

achieving the goal of 'Viksit
Bharat' or developed India,
Union Agriculture and Rural
Development Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said on
Tuesday, as he gave a call to
people to come out in support
of the proposal.
Speaking at an event organised
by 'Panchjanya', a magazine
associated with the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
Chouhan said the whole gov-
ernment machinery halts at the
time of elections, and frequent
polls have become a major
disruptor for governments to
take decisions in public inter-
est.
Asked about the proposal to
hold simultaneous polls that is
under the scrutiny of a joint
parliamentary panel, Chouhan
said, "The makers of our
Constitution made a provi-
sion for elections every five
years, but they never thought
that Article 356 will be misused
so many times. Elections were
held together till 1968 because
till 1966, Congress had gov-
ernments everywhere. When
other parties started coming to
power, they were toppled."
"At present, there is some elec-
tion or the other all the time.
Now Delhi is going to polls,
then it will be Bihar. Political
parties are only preparing for
elections 365 days, they are not
able to work in public interest.
“The agriculture minister has
to leave his work and focus on

elections of a state... How much
time does that waste," said
Chouhan, who was BJP's elec-
tion in-charge for Jharkhand
during the Assembly polls held
last year.
"Should nothing happen in the
country apart from elections?
These continuous elections are
the biggest barriers in India's
development. Looking at the
situation today, this (simulta-
neous polls) is an appropriate
step," he added.
Asked about the opposition to
the proposal on holding simul-
taneous polls to Lok Sabha,
state assemblies, municipalities
and panchayats from a number
of parties, Singh said they
should all agree as the move is
in national interest.
"Any patriot who thinks in
national interest would realise
that continuous elections have
become a disaster for the
nation. 
If elections happen once in five
years, people would also be
excited," the senior BJP leader
said.
"This is the demand of the peo-
ple. People should take oath
supporting simultaneous elec-
tions, organisations should pass
resolutions in its support,"
Singh suggested.
He also said that voters are
mature and they even vote for
different parties in assembly
and Lok Sabha polls even if
they are held together, citing
Odisha as an example.
Referring to Delhi, where
assembly polls will be held on
February 5, Chouhan expressed
confidence that the BJP would
win this time.

‘One nation, one election’ to 
be milestone towards achieving
‘Viksit Bharat’, says Chouhan
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President Droupadi Murmu
on Tuesday said statistical

tools and quantitative tech-
niques play a significant role in
effective governance by pro-
viding empirical foundation
for policy decisions.
The governments rely on
national statistical systems to
collect data on health, educa-
tion, population size and
employment among others,
which form the basis for poli-
cy-making, she said addressing
the probationers of the Indian
Statistical Service (ISS), who
had called on the president at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan here.
President Murmu said statistics
were used even in ancient civil-
isations, when the rulers used
basic census data for taxation
purposes.
"Statistical analysis is a tool to
bring in transparency and
accountability in governance.
Statistics is not only the back-
bone of efficient governance
but also a tool for socio-eco-
nomic development," the pres-
ident said.

She said it is their duty to col-
lect accurate data, which can be
the foundation for sound and
objective decisions.
"Government needs data to
formulate, implement and
monitor policies as well as for
policy review and impact
assessment. The citizens need
data for impartial understand-
ing and assessment of govern-
ment schemes and pro-
grammes. Your job requires
high proficiency in statistical
methods, which you would
use to provide solutions to
data and information needs of
the country," the President
said.
She urged them to be sensitive
towards the needs of common
people, especially the poor and
underprivileged, while collect-
ing data.
"Every bit of data that you col-
lect will be processed, analysed
and ultimately used for
addressing the needs of the
people and helping them
achieve their dreams. The
development of various sec-
tions of the society will lead to
greater prosperity of the coun-
try," President Murmu said.

For example, authentic data in
the fields of health and educa-
tion will serve as the basis for
monitoring literacy rates,
school enrolment ratios, health
infrastructure and prevalence
of diseases, she said.
Presidet Murmu said the ISS
officers are responsible for
preparing national accounts,
Consumer Price Index, Index
of Industrial Production and
other such important indices
for measuring various aspects

of the health of the economy.
"You will also develop and
analyse various social statistics
on population, human devel-
opment, employment and
social justice, multi-domain
statistics on poverty and per-
sons with disabilities, and indi-
cators related to Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs),"
she said.
These authentic data act as key
instruments for measuring eco-
nomic development and mak-

ing effective policies, the pres-
ident said.
"Statistics are like diagnostic
tools for policy makers. The
accuracy of diagnostic data is
critical for effective interven-
tion," she said.
The President also emphasised
on the urgent need to learn and
utilise latest and advanced
technologies.  "The growing use
of generative AI, augmented
reality, predictive analysis and
machine learning worldwide
has made it imperative for you
all to make use of these new
technologies effectively.
Research is another important
area that needs to be focused
upon by the Indian Statistical
Service officers," she said.
The research conducted by
you all will be crucial for devel-
oping policies that can respond
to the dynamic needs of the
country. Through rigorous sta-
tistical modeling and forecast-
ing techniques, you can con-
tribute to long-term planning
in sectors like agriculture,
industry and services, President
Murmu added.
By studying patterns in
employment, productivity or

income inequality, you can
help policymakers generate
targeted solutions, the presi-
dent said.
"As India moves towards
achieving inclusive and sus-
tainable development, statisti-
cal research will play a greater
role in monitoring environ-
mental impacts and climate
change," she added.
President Murmu said the
research conducted by the ISS
officers to track indicators
related to energy consumption
and carbon emissions can
enable India to create data-dri-
ven strategies for sustainable
development and environ-
mental conservation.  "These
strategies will further help
India in meeting the United
Nations Sustainable
Development Goals," the pres-
ident said.
Murmu said during India's
journey to become a global
economic powerhouse, the offi-
cers will play an important role
in driving informed decision-
making, promoting trans-
parency and fostering sustain-
able growth across all sectors of
the economy.

Statistical tools and quantitative techniques play significant role in effective governance: President

T N RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

In a landmark event in the
country’s history, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi will
commission two frontline war-
ships Nilgiri and Surat and sub-
marine Vaghsheer into the
Indian Navy on Wednesday,
adding significantly to the blue
water capabilities of the Indian
Navy. 
This is for the first time that
three combatants --- INS Surat,
INS Nilgiri and INS Vaghsheer
--will be commissioned into
the Indian Navy simultane-
ously, at a function to be held
at the Naval Dockyard in
Mumbai.All three combatants
have been designed and con-
structed entirely at Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Limited
(MDL) in Mumbai. 
“This historic event will pro-
vide a significant boost to the
Indian Navy’s combat potential

while underscoring the coun-
try’s pre-eminent status in
indigenous shipbuilding. The
successful commissioning of
these advanced warships and
submarines highlights the rapid
progress made in warship
design and construction,
cementing India’s position as a
global leader in defense man-
ufacturing,” a defence
spokesperson said.
Nilgiri, the lead ship of Project
17A, is a major advancement

over the Shivalik-class frigates,
incorporating significant
stealth features and reduced
radar signatures through state-
of-the-art technology, while
the Project 15B destroyer, Surat
is the culmination of the fol-
low-on class to the Kolkata-
class (Project 15A) destroyers,
featuring substantial improve-
ments in design and capabili-
ties.
Both ships were designed by
the Indian Navy's Warship

Design Bureau and are
equipped with advanced sen-
sors and weapon packages
developed primarily in India or
through strategic collabora-
tions with leading global man-
ufacturers.
Equipped with modern avia-
tion facilities, Nilgiri and Surat
can operate a range of heli-
copters, including Chetak,
ALH, Sea King, and the newly
inducted MH-60R, during both
day and night operations.
Both the warships have features
like a Rail-Less Helicopter
Traversing System and a Visual
Aid and Landing System
ensure seamless operations
under all conditions. These
ships also include specific
accommodations to support a
sizeable complement of women
officers and sailors, aligning
with the Navy’s progressive
steps toward gender inclusion
in frontline combat roles.

PM Modi to dedicate two frontline naval
warships and submarine to the nation today
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On Armed Forces Veterans'
Day, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Tuesday
hailed the brave women and
men who dedicated their lives
to safeguarding the nation and
said our veterans are heroes
and enduring symbols of patri-
otism.
"On Armed Forces Veterans
Day, we express gratitude to the
brave women and men who
dedicated their lives to safe-
guarding our nation. Their
sacrifices, courage and unwa-
vering commitment to duty are
exemplary," Modi said in a
social media post.
"Our Veterans are heroes and
enduring symbols of patrio-
tism. Ours is a Government
that has always worked for the
welfare of veterans and we will

keep doing so in the times to
come," he said.
Armed Forces Veterans' Day is
celebrated on January 14 every
year to recognise the service
rendered by the First
Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces Field Marshal
KM Cariappa, who retired on
this day in 1953.
The day was first celebrated in
2016 and it is commemorated
every year since by hosting
interactive events in the hon-
our of the ex-servicemen.

Our veterans are heroes
and enduring symbols of
patriotism, says  PM Modi
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MAHAKUMBH 2025: SPECIAL COVERAGE

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

As the first rays of dawn
broke over Prayagraj, mil-
lions of pilgrims gathered

at the Sangam-the sacred con-
fluence of the Ganga, Yamuna,
and the mythical Saraswati-to
take a holy dip on Makar
Sankranti, inaugurating the
Amrit Snan. With chants of “Har
Har Gange” echoing through the
air, the event became a grand
celebration of faith, spirituality,
and cultural heritage.
The sacred ritual commenced
at 5:15 a.m. as saints and
sadhus from the 13 akharas
arrived in a meticulously
organized procession. Akhara
after akhara marched toward
the river, performed their
ceremonial dip, and retreated
to their camps with military-
like precision. By evening, the
entire sequence had unfolded
seamlessly, leaving devotees in

awe of the orderliness amid the
vibrant chaos.
Swami Kailashanand Giri,
Acharya Mahamandaleshwar
of Shri Panchayati Niranjani
Akhara, described the day’s
significance: “The Rajasi Shahi
Snan is a rare privilege, even
for the gods. 
Today marks the sun’s
transition to Uttarayan, a
deeply auspicious occasion
that saints across the country
eagerly await. 
Around 3 crore people are
expected to participate in this
holy dip.”
Naga sadhus, the ascetic
warriors, captivated the crowd
with an electrifying display of
martial arts. Armed with
swords, tridents, and spears,
they performed awe-inspiring
feats, showcasing their agility
and skill. 
Spectators watched with bated
breath as the sadhus engaged
in mock combat, their

movements embodying a
blend of discipline and
spirituality. “Watching the
Naga sadhus is like witnessing
history come alive,” said Rajiv
Sharma, a pilgrim from
Kanpur. “Their dedication is
truly inspiring.”
Each akhara brought its
unique flavor to the ritual. Shri
Panchayati Akhara
Mahanirvani led the
proceedings, with marigold-
adorned sadhus chanting
hymns as they entered the icy
waters. 
Devotees thronged the ghats,
cheering and showering flower
petals on the processions.
Some akharas arrived on
horses, while others came in
ornately decorated silver
palanquins, adding to the
grandeur of the event. 
“This is not just a dip; it is a
divine moment that connects
us to the eternal,” said Swami
Kailashanand Giri, Acharya

Mahamandaleshwar of Shri
Panchayati Niranjani Akhara.
“Makar Sankranti marks the
sun’s transition into Uttarayan,
a time of immense spiritual
significance. To be here today
is a blessing beyond words.”
The spectacle extended
beyond the riverbanks. The
sprawling festival grounds,
dotted with over a million
tents, buzzed with activity. 
Families performed rituals, lit
diyas, and offered flowers,
while the air resonated with
the sound of conch shells and
temple bells.  Young pilgrims
captured the scenes on their
phones, eager to share the
experience with the world.
“This is our culture in its full
glory,” said 24-year-old Riya
Verma from Lucknow. 
Young pilgrims like Aniket
Mishra captured the scenes on
their smartphones, eager to
share the grandeur with the
world. “This is our culture in

its full glory,” said 24-year-old
Riya Verma from Lucknow. 
Young pilgrims like Aniket
Mishra captured the scenes on
their smartphones, eager to
share the grandeur with the
world. “This is our culture at its
finest,” he said, smiling as he
adjusted his selfie stick.
Safety and logistics were
paramount for the event,
which saw over three crore
participants. More than 50,000
police personnel managed the
crowds, supported by mounted
squads. Makeshift toilets
numbering 1.5 lakh ensured
sanitation, while 15,000
sweepers maintained
cleanliness. 
Ravindra Puri, President of the
Akhara Parishad, praised the
arrangements, saying, “The
time slots allocated to each
akhara have ensured smooth
execution. It’s heartening to see
such meticulous planning for
an event of this scale.”

Devotees flock to Sangam for Makar Sankranti
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The ancient Sanatan culture
is witnessing a growing

attraction among today’s
youth, especially those from
professional backgrounds.
Anchors, models, and engi-
neers, both from India and
abroad, are increasingly
embracing the Sanatan faith
and spirituality. 
The Mahakumbh has
become a platform where
such transformations are
evident. 
Several inspiring stories have
emerged during the
Mahakumbh. 
Among them, a young
woman from Uttarakhand,
Harsha, left the world of
glamour to embrace
spirituality and took
initiation from Swami
Kailashananda Giri.
Similarly, Abhay Singh,
known as “Engineer Baba,” a
former Aerospace
Engineering student from
IIT Bombay, is introducing
devotees to the profound
depths of spirituality using
scientific principles.

Harsha, a resident of
Uttarakhand, was once a part
of the national and
international glamour
industry. Seeking deeper
fulfillment, she took spiritual
initiation into Sanatan
Dharma during the Maha
Kumbh. 
Sharing her experience, she
said, “A life full of show and
superficial glamour left me
feeling empty. I realized that
true happiness and peace lie
in the teachings of Sanatan
Dharma. After taking
initiation from Swami
Kailashanand Giri, I have
discovered a new purpose in
life.”
Abhay Singh, famously
known as “Engineer Baba,”
hails from Haryana and is a
former Aerospace
Engineering student from
IIT Bombay. 
He has captivated the
devotees at Mahakumbh with
his unique approach,
blending scientific
knowledge with spiritual
wisdom. 
Using diagrams and visual
presentations, he simplifies
complex spiritual concepts,

making them relatable to
modern minds. 
“Science helps explain the
physical world, but its deeper
study inevitably leads one
towards spirituality. A true
understanding of life
ultimately brings one closer
to spirituality,” he shared
while engaging with
devotees.
The ongoing Mahakumbh
has not only brought millions
together but has also become
a space where spiritual
transformation is visibly
unfolding. Personalities like
Engineer Baba and Harsha
stand as examples of how
individuals, once immersed
in modern professions, are
seeking the peace and
stability offered by Sanatan
Dharma. 
Their journey reflects a
growing realization that
material success alone
cannot provide lasting
fulfillment.
Mahakumbh not only
showcases the greatness of
Sanatan Dharma but also
highlights the need for
spirituality in the lives of
professionals and youth.

Young devotees leave engineering and
modelling to embrace ancient Sanatan
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Avideo of Maha Kumbh showing
people earning handsome profits,

a Rs 10,000 loan from a kind friend,
and the grandeur of the largest human
gathering on Earth have lured four
siblings from Gorakhpur to Prayagraj.
While this could be anybody’s story,
what sets the four siblings apart is
that they left home without
informing their parents, bought a
pushcart, and set up a tea and snacks
stall near Kali Road in Prayagraj,
quietly slipping into the sea of
humanity that has descended on this
holy city for the Maha Kumbh.
Requesting anonymity, the 22-year-
old elder sister told PTI, “Our father
is a policeman, while our mother is a
homemaker. My father bears all the
expenses for our education and
running the household. It is painful
to see him struggle so much.”
“One day, we came across a video of
the Kumbh showing people earning
good profits. My younger sister then
suggested that we should also set up
a stall at the Kumbh. Our father was
against the idea. So we ran away
from home when he was out for
duty, bought a pushcart, and set up a
stall near Kali Road.”
The runaway brigade comprises her
20-year-old younger sister, and two
brothers aged 15 and 17.
“My sister borrowed Rs 10,000 from
a friend, and I pawned my earrings
for Rs 5,000. With this amount, we
started this stall,” she said.

Four siblings take leap of faith at Maha
Kumbh, leaving home to sell tea and snacks
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Rose petals were showered on
devotees during their ‘Amrit

Snan’ at the Maha Kumbh on
Makar Sankranti, draping the
ghats and akharas at the Sangam
bank with flowers. As the rose
petals rained down on the devo-
tees, they responded with chants
of Jai Shri Ram and Har Har
Mahadev.

The Uttar Pradesh government
said in a statement, “The
Horticulture Department,
following the directives of the
Yogi Adityanath government,
had been meticulously
preparing for the flower
showers at the Maha Kumbh
Mela for weeks. 
Special arrangements were
made to procure and store rose
petals to ensure an
uninterrupted shower during

the bathing festivals.”
“Preparations have been made
for flower showers on all major
‘snan parv’ (bathing rituals) of
Maha Kumbh, with plans to use
around 20 quintals of rose
petals for each occasion,” it
added. Rose petals were
showered on the devotees on
Monday, too, during the first
bathing festival ‘Paush Purnima
Snan’. The Horticulture
Department ensured sufficient

stock for the first two days,
arranging over 40 quintals of
rose petals, the statement said. 
The Maha Kumbh, being held
after 12 years, started on the
banks of Triveni Sangam in
Prayagraj on Monday and will
continue till February 26. 
Around 1.75 crore devotees
took a dip at the Sangam on
Monday and another 1.38 crore
till Tuesday afternoon,
according to official estimates.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

On the auspicious occasion
of Makar Sankranti, mil-

lions of devotees gathered for
the first Amrit Snan of
Mahakumbh 2025 at the
sacred Triveni Sangam, with
the Sangam Nose emerging as
the most favored spot for the
holy dip. Saints and spiritual
leaders from various Akharas
also performed their ritual
baths at this iconic location,
enhancing its spiritual signif-
icance.
The seamless arrangement at
the Sangam Nose was made
possible by the relentless
efforts of the Irrigation
Department’s Mechanical

Barrage Maintenance Section
in Varanasi. Over an 85-day
period, a dedicated team
worked around the clock in
three shifts to expand the
Sangam area by 26 hectares,
with 2 hectares added
exclusively to the Sangam
Nose. This expansion allowed
for a harmonious coexistence
of saints and devotees during
the sacred event.
On January 13, during the
first bathing festival of Poush
Purnima, and on January 14,
during the Amrit Snan, over 3
crore devotees took the holy
dip. The Sangam Nose
witnessed the highest footfall,
with over 3 lakh people
bathing every hour at peak
time. Crowds began

assembling at the spot late at
night, eager to experience the
spiritual aura of this sacred
confluence.
The expansion project was
meticulously planned and
executed by Chief Engineer
(Arrangement and Material
Management) Upendra
Singh, along with Executive
Engineer Sujeet Kumar Singh
and his team, which included
Surya Bhushan, Pradeep,
Anurag, and others. Using
four advanced American
dredger machines, they
placed sandbags along a
1,650-meter stretch to create
temporary ghats. This
increased the bathing
capacity at the Sangam Nose
to over 2 lakh devotees per

hour, a threefold rise
compared to 2019 when the
capacity was 50,000 per hour.
The project, which stretched
from Shastri Bridge to the
Sangam Nose, was completed
in record time, showcasing
the exceptional coordination
and dedication of the team.
The improved arrangements
ensured a smoother and more
inclusive experience for all
pilgrims, reinforcing
Mahakumbh’s reputation as a
celebration of spiritual unity.
This year’s Mahakumbh has
set a new benchmark for
planning and execution, with
the Sangam Nose standing
out as a testament to the
unparalleled efforts of the
organizers.

Sangam nose becomes focal point for holy dip during Mahakumbh

Rose petal shower adds to spiritual
fervour at Maha Kumbh’s amrit snan(Top) A young

devotee at
Sangam on the
occasion of
‘Makar Sankranti’
during the Maha
Kumbh Mela
2025, in
Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh.
(Left) Tent city at
the Mahakumbh
Nagar



As preparations for the
upcoming assembly
elections gather pace,

the Bihar elections present the
BJP with its most significant
challenge since its triumph in
Delhi. The key to success lies
in maintaining unity within
the NDA under all circum-
stances. However, the ques-
tion remains: can this unity be
sustained? 
This concern looms large
among NDA leaders. Amit
Shah, often referred to as the
BJP’s election Chanakya, faces
a daunting task in Bihar.
Much like the lone warrior
Abhimanyu, Shah stands
against an opposition alliance
steeped in socialist ideology.
His mission is to keep all
NDA factions united and
harness their collective
strength. 
Despite being aligned with
the JDU, Shah must devise his
unique strategies to secure
victory. This entails testing
new political equations daily
and forging consensus among
allies. The BJP is set to con-
front the formidable
Mahagathbandhan, compris-
ing the RJD, Congress, and
the Left parties. Historically,
Bihar has been a fertile
ground for political experi-

ments, but the challenges for
the BJP here are substantial.
The state lacks leaders with
strong grassroots connec-
tions and effective leader-
ship skills. Adding to BJP’s
woes are the growing
demands of its allies.
According to Sangh sources,
the party is inclined to retain
the LJP in its traditional form,
fearing that a split could frac-
ture its vote base. Leaders like
Pashupati Paras, who have
long awaited electoral
rewards, are now pinning
hopes on the 2025 assembly
elections. 
However, with BJP and JDU
unlikely to concede addition-
al seats, Paras and Chirag
Paswan must reconcile with
the limited number allocated
to the LJP in the NDA’s seat-
sharing arrangement. Bihar’s
political history underscores
three key regions that have
long shaped its political land-

scape: Munger in Ang,
Muzaffarpur in Tirhut, and
Nalanda in Magadh. 
Presently, these regions
remain central to the political
contest. Mithilanchal, which
gained prominence during
the Mandal era and Lalu
Yadav’s social engineering,
also remains significant due to
the M-Y (Muslim-Yadav)
equation. To counter these
entrenched dynamics, the
BJP plans to extend its influ-
ence to these regions. 
Amit Shah, spearheading this
strategy, has made multiple
visits to these areas since the
Lok Sabha elections. Notably,
JDU-BJP has positioned
Sanjay Jha, a leader known for
his harmonious approach, as
a key figure. Additionally,
two Bhumihar leaders from
Munger-Begusarai have been
inducted into the cabinet to
bolster the party’s presence in
the region. Nalanda, a JDU
stronghold, is also in BJP’s
crosshairs. Winning Bihar is
not just a desire but a neces-
sity for Amit Shah and the
BJP. The NDA secured 39
MPs from Bihar in the 2019
Lok Sabha elections, but
JDU’s subsequent separation
cost the alliance 16 seats.
This loss has left Bihar BJP

scrambling to retain its seats
while identifying new oppor-
tunities for the upcoming
elections.
Amit Shah’s electoral ground-
work began in February last
year, with his campaign kick-
off in West Champaran. His
focus has extended to con-
stituencies like Shivhar, where
BJP workers demand new
candidates to replace under-
performing veterans. In
Seemanchal, a critical region
where the MY equation holds
sway, Shah faces the addition-
al challenge of countering
Prashant Kishore’s rising
Jansuraj movement.
Acknowledging the need for
change, the BJP is poised to
prioritise fresh faces over its
traditional leadership. This
shift aligns with Shah’s vision
of creating a “new BJP” in
Bihar. The party’s strategy
includes an intensified cam-
paign led by Shah, whose
upcoming visits are expected
to finalise decisions and dis-
pel speculation.The battle for
Bihar will test the BJP’s adapt-
ability and resilience, with
Amit Shah’s leadership play-
ing a decisive role in shaping
the state’s political future.

(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)

As President-elect Donald J Trump unveiled his controversial territorial ambitions
during a press conference at Mar-a-Lago, the world watched in shock and bewil-
derment. Proposals to annex Canada, claim Greenland, reclaim the Panama Canal

and even rename the Gulf of Mexico have raised serious concerns about the resurgence
of imperialistic tendencies in US policy. While Trump’s rhetoric aligns with his “Make
America Great Again” ideology, this bold expansionism poses significant risks, not just
internationally but also domestically. Trump’s rhetoric appears rooted in a blend of per-
ceived economic advantages, strategic military considerations and nationalist bravado.
By targeting Canada, Greenland and Panama, Trump seeks to project American domi-
nance across North America and the Arctic while countering Chinese influence in Central
America. His approach, however, reflects an oversimplification of complex geopolitical
realities. Trump argues that the United States subsidises Canada through trade and defence,

portraying annexation as an economic and security
measure. Yet, his claims ignore the deeply interdepen-
dent trade relationship and Canada’s contributions to
NATO. Greenland’s strategic importance in the Arctic
has long been recognised, particularly as climate
change opens new shipping routes. Trump’s desire
for Greenland stems from its untapped resources and
its position as a geopolitical chokepoint. Trump’s state-
ments on reclaiming the canal, under the guise of coun-
tering Chinese influence, invoke a bygone era of US
interventionism in Latin America. 
His assertions about Chinese control, however, lack
evidence and risk alienating Panama and other

regional allies. Trump’s expansionist vision is fraught with potential consequences that
could undermine the very goals he claims to pursue. NATO allies like Canada and Denmark
view these claims as direct threats to their sovereignty. Such actions could strain alliances
crucial to US security and global standing. Mexico and Panama, already wary of US
interventions, would likely bolster ties with other global powers like China and Russia
to counterbalance American aggression. Annexation or economic coercion could dis-
rupt vital trade relationships, harming industries reliant on Canadian imports and exports.
Greenland’s acquisition could spark conflicts over Arctic resources, involving not only
Denmark but also other Arctic nations like Russia and Norway. Trump’s plans may rally
his core supporters, but they risk alienating moderates and independents. Opposition
from US lawmakers, including those wary of overreach and isolationist policies, could
stall any practical implementation of these ideas. Any attempt to annex sovereign nations
would violate international law, drawing condemnation from the United Nations and other
global bodies.Trump’s motivations appear to be a mix of strategic calculus and politi-
cal theater. By reigniting nationalist fervour, he aims to solidify his support base ahead
of assuming office. He must know that imperialism is a relic of the past.

A Czar in America

tion of modern meteorological research in
India. In the last 150 years, the IMD has
undergone several phases of evaluation by
improving its weather forecasting year after
year, helping the authorities to make bet-
ter disaster management. 
The way the IMD made the accurate pre-
diction of cyclones Amphan, Biparjoy, and
Mocha saved many lives, property and
infrastructure.The successive government
gave due priority to developing infrastruc-
ture for climate-forecasting systems. In the
last 10 years itself, the necessary Met infra-
structure has witnessed robust growth. On
one hand, the number of Doppler radars
has increased from 15 in 2014 to 39 in
2023. Rainfall monitoring stations have
also increased from 3955 in 2014 to 6095
in 2024. Now the IMD has developed its
own web-GIS-based Integrated Decision
Support System (DSS), which provides
real-time information for various sectors
such as urban, power, hydrology, health,
energy, agriculture, transport, and tourism
under the ‘UPHHEATT’ initiative.
However, there is an urgent need to devel-
op AI-based climatic-forecasting systems

so that disasters may be detected and
responded to in a quicker and more accu-
rate manner.

Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

CONSERVING INDIAN RIVERS
Madam — India’s revered rivers, once con-
sidered sacred and life-giving, are facing
an unprecedented crisis. Decades of
neglect, pollution and exploitation have
transformed these natural wonders into
toxic wastelands, threatening the health,
livelihoods and faith of millions. 
The alarming levels of industrial waste,
pesticides, and heavy metals in our rivers
have made them uninhabitable for aquat-
ic life and hazardous for human consump-
tion. It’s time for action. We must demand
that our governments take immediate
measures to restore our rivers to their for-
mer glory. The revival of our rivers is not
just an environmental imperative, but a
sacred duty.

Shreyanshi Jain | Ujjain

AAP-BJP POSTER WAR
Madam — The poster war between AAP
and BJP has taken an ugly turn. AAP has
posted the poster “Gali Baaz Party ke Gaali
Baaz CM Chehra,” while BJP released the
“Sheesh Mahal Wale AAP Da E Azam”
poster. While AAP attacked BJP with the
“Gaali Baaz Daanav” poster, BJP attacked
AAP with the “Purvanchaliyon ke
Dushman” poster. Previously elections
were fought with dignity and respect at the
time of Sheila Dikshit and Khurana in
Delhi and now Delhi elections have
become just like street fighting. The elec-
tions for AAP are crucial as it has been in
power for ten years and a defeat will seri-
ously damage the party. 
The AAP has a popular leader in Arvind
Kejriwal, while the BJP party does not have
any CM face candidate and is banking on
Narendra Modi’s charisma. The Congress
party is also in a foray, but the fear is it will
end up splitting the anti-BJP votes. BJP has
its steady vote bank, but still it was
unable to grab Delhi for decades. For AAP
it is an existential battle for the party that
came into being in the national capital
more than a decade ago. Narendra Modi,
in his election rallies, has raised Arvind
Kejriwal’s residence into a “Sheesh Mahal”
poll plank and AAP was swift enough to
counter Modi’s residence as “Raj Mahal.”
BJP faces trouble with his candidate
Ramesh Biduri’s loose talk on Priyanka
Gandhi and on Delhi CM Atishi. Now
only time will tell who will win Delhi this
time. It is sure that the Delhi election
results may change the equations of
Indian politics.

Zakir Hussain | Kazipet

IMD CELEBRATES 150 YEARS
Madam— The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) is completing 150
years of its service on January 15, 2025.
India has a rich and well-documented his-
tory of astronomical observations that
were made in ancient classics such as
Varahmihir’s Brihatsamhita and Kautilya’s
Arthashastra. However, the British East
India has the credit for laying the founda-
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Trump has unveiled plans to annex Canada, claim
Greenland and reclaim control of the Panama Canal

but also described it as a “sig-
nificant regional and eco-
nomic partner”. What has
also impelled New Delhi’s
diplomatic moves are its secu-
rity concerns vis-à-vis
Afghanistan and the instabil-
ity in the region owing to the
geo-political churn in West
Asia. 
As for Afghanistan, India has
had its worries about the
Afghan Taliban and its links
to Al Qaeda and other terror
outfits though, ironically
enough, it now finds itself
engaging with it formally.
Also fuelling Indian anxi-
eties after the Taliban’s
takeover was the possibility of
its nexus with Pakistan, some-
thing a jubilant Islamabad
had hoped for in the after-
math of the Islamist group
seizing power. Instead,
Islamabad-Kabul ties have
now nose-dived to a point
where the initial bonhomie
has given way to heightened
tensions and mistrust. 
Islamabad has accused the
Afghan Taliban of allowing
the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) – the two
have strong links – to use
Afghanistan’s soil to launch
attacks against it. Kabul, of
course, has denied the charge.
Amid the escalating
Islamabad-Kabul tensions,
New Delhi saw it as an oppor-

tune moment to reach out to
the Afghan Taliban leadership
and build on ties thereon.
China’s moves in Afghanistan
and its close strategic clinch
with Pakistan are yet anoth-
er reason for New Delhi
seeking to return to a more
active role in Afghanistan.
India’s arch geopolitical rival
China took the lead in send-
ing an envoy to Kabul, mak-
ing it the first country to do
so after the Taliban takeover.
The China-Pakistan collu-
sion poses a serious threat to
India’s security interests in the
region. China has been seek-
ing to increase its footprint in
the beleaguered nation long
before the Afghan Taliban’s
takeover in August 2021.
Afghanistan, like many coun-
tries in India’s neighbour-
hood, is a vital element of
China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and the
Afghan Taliban has voiced
support for it. A resource-rich
Afghanistan seeking friends
during its isolation presents
strategic opportunities for
China.
In its endeavour to forge
close economic and diplo-
matic links with the Taliban,
China has already offered
the regime tariff-free access to
its energy, construction and
consumer sectors. In the
Great Game involving

Afghanistan, Russia has also
been backing Kabul. Moscow,
with its complex history with
Kabul, has initiated moves to
remove the Afghan Taliban
from its list of banned terror
outfits, while also boosting
trade with the country. With
all these geopolitical moves
centred around Afghanistan
in play, India has wisely
realised it can no longer
afford to remain a mere
bystander. A course correc-
tion was required to protect
its strategic interests, hence
the pragmatic decision to
engage with the Afghan
Taliban. During the Misri-
Muttaqi meeting, India indi-
cated its willingness to
resume development projects
in Afghanistan shortly. 
In the past, India had under-
taken several large and small
development projects in
Afghanistan despite the secu-
rity risks they entailed.
As India takes its first tenta-
tive steps to “normalise” ties
with the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, it will be hoping
that the Afghan Taliban will
keep to its word of not under-
mining its security interests.
India, of course, will need to
tread with caution on the dif-
ficult road that lies ahead.
(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist who writes on foreign
affairs; views are personal)

Engaging the Taliban

amid strategic challenges

Over three years after
the Taliban
assumed control of
Afghanistan, forc-
ing the then

President Ashraf Ghani to flee
the nation, India is yet to official-
ly recognise the new govern-
ment. And yet, shedding its
misgivings about the new hard-
line regime and driven by its
strategic concerns, New Delhi
has finally decided to step up its
engagement with Kabul. In what
is a significant policy shift, for-
eign secretary Vikram Misri
met the acting foreign minister
of the Afghan government, Amir
Khan Muttaqi, in Dubai on
January 8.
The two sides chose to meet in
a third country because a meet-
ing either in New Delhi or
Kabul would not have made for
the right optics for India. The
Taliban administration has not
been recognised by any country
so far though several countries,
including China, are engaging
with it diplomatically, including
exchanging ambassadors. While
New Delhi had remained in
touch with the Taliban leader-
ship with an outreach at the joint
secretary level thus far, the
Misri-Muttaqi meeting essen-
tially signals India’s willingness
to take the bilateral relationship
forward. With this upgrade in
outreach, India has also indicat-
ed it’s back in the high-stakes
game of seeking strategic influ-
ence in Afghanistan, an impor-
tant neighbour in the region
even if it means engaging with
a UN Security Council-sanc-
tioned entity.
A pariah among Western
nations, the Taliban finds itself
trying to run an internationally
isolated country with a belea-
guered economy that’s battling
crippling economic sanctions.
The Taliban’s approach to
women – their rights and free-
dom have been severely cur-
tailed – has contributed to
Afghanistan’s isolation. Amid
this backdrop, India’s outreach at
the foreign secretary level has
predictably drawn a positive
response from the Taliban lead-
ership. 
Not only has it assured New
Delhi that it will remain sensi-
tive to India’s security concerns,

PM inaugurates Z-Morh tunnel 

THE TWO SIDES
CHOSE TO MEET 

IN A THIRD 
COUNTRY 

BECAUSE A 
MEETING

EITHER IN 
NEW DELHI 
OR KABUL 

WOULD
NOT HAVE 

MADE FOR THE
RIGHT OPTICS 

FOR INDIA

The battle for Bihar: Can
BJP forge unity to win?

PM Narendra Modi inaugurated the
Z-Morh tunnel built in central
Kashmir at the cost of Rs 2700 cr

at an altitude of 8650 ft. It is vital in terms
of the defence needs of the country in the
Ladakh region and also connecting the
Union Territory to the rest of the coun-
try. It will enhance all-weather connec-
tivity between Srinagar and Sonamarg en
route to Leh, bypassing landslide and
avalanche routes and ensuring safer and
uninterrupted access to the strategically

critical Ladakh region. The tunnel is
equipped with cutting-edge technologies
that provide real-time updates and seam-
less connectivity for users. 
This futuristic infrastructure will not only
enhance the travel experience but also set
a new standard for road connectivity in
the region. The Z-Morh tunnel will pro-
mote tourism by transforming Sonamarg
into a year-round destination, boosting
winter tourism, adventure sports, and
local livelihoods. This futuristic infra-
structure will not only enhance the trav-
el experience but also set a new standard
for road connectivity in the region. This
enhanced connectivity will boost defence
logistics and drive economic growth and
socio-cultural integration across Jammu-
Kashmir and Ladakh. 

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

PARUL CHANDRA

RAJESH KUMAR
SINGH

As the race for the upcoming assembly elections intensifies, the Bihar elections

emerge as the BJP’s most formidable test since its victory in Delhi

By re-entering the high-stakes game of Afghan diplomacy, India is
seeking to protect its security and geopolitical interests
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THE IRONY IS
THAT DESPITE

CHARGING
EXORBITANT
RATES FROM

INDUSTRIES AND
BUSINESSES, A
GOOD SLICE OF

UNDER-
RECOVERIES

FROM HHS
CONSUMING LESS

THAN 400 UNITS
A MONTH
REMAINS

UNCOVERED

In the age of constant connectivity dominated by smartphones and
24/7 access to information, the way people consume information has
evolved significantly. While this has brought numerous benefits, such

as instant communication and access to a wealth of knowledge, it has
also given rise to concerning behaviours like doomscrolling. The term
refers to the compulsive habit of endlessly consuming negative news,
particularly through digital platforms. It is an act of excessively scrolling
through negative news and information, often leading to feelings of anx-
iety, despair, and helplessness. This phenomenon has become increas-
ingly prevalent in recent years, particularly during global crises, and its
impact on mental health, productivity, and societal wellbeing cannot be
ignored. While staying informed is an essential aspect of responsible
citizenship, the practice of doomscrolling often tips into an unhealthy
preoccupation with distressing content, leading to detrimental effects on
mental health, productivity, and overall wellbeing.
Doomscrolling stems from the human brain’s natural tendency to focus
on threats and negative stimuli. This evolutionary trait better known as
negativity bias, was historically essential for survival. However, in the

digital era, it has been amplified by the design of social media platforms
and news algorithms, which prioritise sensational and emotionally charged
content to maximise engagement. As users scroll through their feeds,
they encounter an endless stream of distressing headlines, graphic images,
and polarising opinions, creating a feedback loop that keeps them hooked.
One of the key ways doomscrolling affects mental health is through its
impact on dopamine, a neurotransmitter associated with pleasure and
reward. While engaging with digital content, even negative content pro-
vides brief surges of dopamine, the subsequent emotional toll can lead
to a crash, leaving individuals feeling drained and unsatisfied. This cycle
of seeking quick dopamine hits through scrolling reinforces the habit,
making it increasingly difficult to stop. Beyond mental health, it also affects
productivity and overall quality of life. 
The habit can lead to procrastination, as individuals become overwhelmed
by the weight of the issues they are reading about, making it harder to
focus on the tasks at hand. Over time, this can erode personal and pro-
fessional relationships, as well as hinder personal growth. On a broad-
er scale, the prevalence of doomscrolling has implications for societal
well-being too. The constant exposure to divisive and fear-inducing con-
tent can deepen political and social polarisation, as people become
entrenched in echo chambers that reinforce their existing beliefs. This
fragmentation undermines collective action and civic discourse, mak-
ing it harder for societies to address complex challenges effectively. 
Addressing doomscrolling requires a multifaceted approach. On an indi-
vidual level, practising digital mindfulness is crucial. This includes set-
ting boundaries for screen time, curating one’s news feed to prioritise
reputable sources, and engaging in activities that promote mental well-
being, such as exercise, meditation, or spending time in nature. Developing
a habit of seeking solutions-oriented news content that highlights pos-
itive progress and actionable steps can also help mitigate feelings of help-
lessness. By designing algorithms that prioritize balanced and construc-
tive content rather than sensationalism, these platforms can create a health-
ier digital environment. Educational initiatives that teach media literacy
and emotional resilience can further empower users to navigate the dig-
ital landscape responsibly. While it taps into deep-seated psychological
tendencies, its effects on mental health, productivity, and society are far-
reaching. By fostering awareness and implementing strategies to coun-
teract its impact, individuals and institutions can work together to cul-
tivate a healthier relationship with technology and information. In doing
so, they can ensure that the digital age enhances rather than diminish-
es human well-being.

(The writer is an educator; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
DEALING WITH

DOOMSCROLLING

Today, data doesn’t just
reside in distant servers
but operates at the edge,

enabling real-time insights
while safeguarding privacy.
The future of cloud computing
in 2025, a technology driven by
innovation, scalability, and
sustainability.
As we look ahead, the cloud is
no longer just a utility but a
strategic enabler of digital
transformation. Emerging
technologies like Kubernetes,
Docker, hybrid-multi-cloud
architectures, and edge com-
puting are poised to redefine
how businesses operate.
Additionally, the focus on data
security and sustainability will
ensure the cloud ecosystem
supports not only businesses
but also global environmental
goals. The right cloud service
provider plays a pivotal role in

this transformation. Choosing
the right provider ensures
businesses get access to the lat-
est technologies, robust secu-
rity, scalability, and cost effi-
ciency. It also enables organi-
sations to meet regulatory
requirements and integrate
seamlessly with existing sys-
tems, making cloud adoption

a catalyst for innovation.
Major trends expected to dom-
inate cloud computing in 2025
AI-Powered Cloud Solutions: 
The integration of artificial
intelligence (AI) into cloud
computing is poised to revo-
lutionise the industry by 2025.
Enhanced automation will
streamline complex tasks like
resource allocation and anom-
aly detection, freeing busi-
nesses to prioritise innovation
over operations. 
Predictive analytics powered
by AI will help organisations
anticipate market trends, opti-
mise processes, and elevate
customer experiences.
Additionally, intelligent deci-
sion-making capabilities, dri-
ven by machine learning mod-
els, will enable cloud plat-
forms to provide real-time
recommendations, fostering

smarter and more impactful
business outcomes.
Edge Computing
With the proliferation of IoT
devices and real-time applica-
tions, edge computing is set to
transform industries by 2025.
Critical computations will
occur closer to data sources,
drastically reducing latency
for time-sensitive applications
like autonomous vehicles and
remote surgeries. 
Multi-Cloud Strategies: 
By 2025, organisations will
increasingly shift to multi-
cloud environments, breaking
free from single-vendor
dependencies to enhance
resilience and flexibility. This
approach enables businesses to
distribute workloads across
multiple cloud providers, opti-
mising performance and cost
efficiency. Advanced tools for

unified management will
streamline governance, secu-
rity, and orchestration, making
it easier to harness the full
potential of multi-cloud setups.
Serverless Computing: 
Serverless architecture is set to
become the go-to choice for
developers, offering
unmatched efficiency and con-
venience. With cost-effective
pay-per-use models, business-

es can avoid resource overpro-
visioning while developers
concentrate on coding as cloud
providers handle infrastruc-
ture. 
Kubernetes and Docker: 
Containerisation technologies
like Kubernetes and Docker
are revolutionising cloud com-
puting, setting the stage for
2025. Kubernetes ensures
seamless scalability by orches-
trating containerised applica-
tions across varied environ-
ments, while Docker enhances
flexibility with consistent appli-
cation performance across
platforms. By automating
deployment, scaling, and
maintenance, these tools free
developers to focus on inno-
vation, enabling more reliable
application delivery. 
H y b r i d - M u l t i - C l o u d
Architectures: Hybrid and

multi-cloud strategies are
poised to dominate as busi-
nesses aim to optimise their
cloud environments. These
approaches offer operational
flexibility by enabling work-
loads across on-premises, pri-
vate, and public clouds, ensur-
ing businesses leverage the
best of each. By reducing
dependency on a single ven-
dor, multi-cloud setups
enhance resilience and conti-
nuity while allowing cost-effi-
cient workload allocation with-
out compromising perfor-
mance. 
Data Security in Cloud
Computing: As cyber threats
continue to escalate, securing
cloud environments has
become a top priority. Zero-
trust architecture enforces
stringent identity verification
at every level, reducing the risk

of unauthorised access. AI-dri-
ven threat detection leverages
machine learning to identify
and neutralise potential
breaches in real time, while
advanced encryption tech-
niques safeguard data both in
transit and at rest.
Sustainability in the Cloud
Energy-efficient data centers
powered by renewables and
AI-driven cooling systems are
minimising carbon footprints.
Circular hardware models
emphasise recycling compo-
nents, reducing waste, and
promoting resource efficiency. 
The future of cloud computing
is not just about technology
but the strategic advantages it
brings to businesses. 

(The writer is CEO G7 CR
Technologies - A Noventiq

Company; views 
are personal)

The Cloud revolution: Real-time insights, sustainability and strategic transformation

Doomscrolling is a modern phenomenon that
reflects the darker side of digital connectivity

SHAINY SHARMA

UTTAM  GUPTA

A significant reduction in the Power Purchase Adjustment Cost levied by Delhi

power companies have raised eyebrows due to their timing and magnitude 

Relief from high power bills:

Delhiites are chasing a mirage

to indiscriminate power freebies
and permit large-scale theft
(Delhi is on top of the list). To
lend them a helping hand, the
Ministry of Power (MoP) issued
an order on November 9, 2021,
that allowed discoms to impose
a surcharge known as PPAC.
Levied as a percentage of the
‘total energy cost and fixed charge
component’ of the electricity bill,
PPAC is meant to compensate
them for variations in the fuel
and power procurement cost. 
The discoms are allowed to revise
this surcharge every quarter. In
the case of BYPL, the ongoing
PPAC applicable till December
20, 2024, was 32.27 per cent. On
this, based on changes in the cost
of power purchase during the sec-
ond quarter ending September
30, 2024, of the current FY, the
DERC allowed the discom to
recover an additional 5.85 per
cent for the three months from
December 21, 2024, to March 20,
2025. 
As a result, the existing PPAC
(before the announcement on
December 26, 2024) for BYPL
was 38.12 per cent. Making a sim-
ilar calculation, the regulator
fixed PPAC for BRPL at 35.83 per
cent and for TPDDL at 36.33 per
cent. Following the DERC’s
‘unexpected’ announcement on
December 26, 2024, the PPAC
will reduce to 13.62 per cent for
BYPL – a reduction of around 65
per cent; 18.19 per cent for BRPL
– a reduction of more than 50 per
cent, and 20.52 per cent for
TPDDL – a cut of 45 per cent.
It defies logic.
Having hiked PPAC to 38.12 per

cent including 5.85 per cent sanc-
tioned in December 2024 - based
on data for the quarter ending
September 30, 2024, what is this
new/extraordinary development
that prompted the regulator to
bring the surcharge down by
almost 2/3rd? It is absurd to
believe that power purchase costs
would have decreased by that
much. In any case, revisions in
tariff/PPAC are made based on
available data with a time lag and
that is Qr ending September 30,
2024, which was already captured
in the extant figure of 38.12 per
cent.
This gives credence to the possi-
bility that the steep reduction in
PPAC has been made with an eye
on the impending elections in
Delhi; and that the decision could
be reversed ‘surreptitiously’ after
the elections are over. There is
another compelling reason to
believe that this relief (albeit
substantial) will be temporary
and deceptive.
This has to do with the existence
of the so-called regulatory assets
(RAs) in the balance sheets of dis-
coms currently at a mammoth Rs
27,200 crore. RAs are created
when the DERC accept that the
tariffs don’t cover discus purchase
costs but don’t raise rates. 
The shortfall in revenue at unre-
vised tariff and the cost is booked
by discom as receivable and clas-
sified as RA. The Electricity Act
(2003) and the National Power
Tariff Policy (NPTP) strictly pro-
hibit RAs. These documents
emphatically say “tariffs must
reflect costs and regulatory assets
should not be created”. In

December 2022, the MoP even
warned against creating a pile of
RAs. Yet, RAs have proliferated.
These stand at a monumental
level despite the discoms impos-
ing PPAC currently at 38.12 per
cent (BYPL) as also levying a sur-
charge of eight per cent – an ad
hoc arrangement intended to
Take care of the RAs, which are
duly permitted by the regulator.
With huge RAs piled up in their
books, discoms are leaving no
stone unturned in recovering the
money say by getting sanction of
a steep hike in tariff to make up
for the entire cumulative deficit
in revenue. 
Indeed, the matter had gone
right up to the Supreme Court
(SC) which in an order given in
early 2023 had directed the
DERC to let discoms recover
their RAs. If the DERC were to
act upon it, this could lead to a
100 per cent hike in tariff. So, it
decided to contest that order. At
present, the matter is in the
court. 
To conclude, the discoms peren-
nially face huge under-recoveries
due to subsidies given to the
majority of consumers, power
theft and their inefficiencies and
irregularities leading to inflated
costs. 
This loss can’t be covered even by
making ‘paying’ consumers viz.
industries, businesses, and HHs
at the higher end pay more.
Unless there is political will to
tackle these fundamental mal-
adies, Delhiites won’t get any
respite from high electricity bills.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)

On December 26, 2024, the
Delhi  Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(DERC) announced a
reduction in the Power

Purchase Adjustment Cost (PPAC)
imposed by the three power distribu-
tion companies (discoms) in Delhi:
BSES Rajdhani Power Limited (BRPL),
BSES Yamuna Power Limited (BYPL),
and Tata Power Delhi Distribution
Limited (TPDDL). The reductions,
ranging from 50 per cent to 60 per cent,
require scrutiny.
What is PPAC?
To understand this and its implication
for the electricity bills of Delhiites, let
us capture some basics. The discoms are
expected to sell electricity to the con-
sumers at tariffs - duly approved by the
DERC - that are set such that the rev-
enue generated from sale at these tar-
iffs fully covers the power purchase cost
plus the cost of wheeling and distrib-
ution. The requirement is mandatory
under the Electricity Act, of 2003. But,
this is rarely complied with.Under a
highly complex regime, the tariff
charged from households (HHs) con-
suming up to 200 units a month is Rs
3 per unit which is just about half of the
average cost leading to an under-
recovery of Rs 3 per unit. Including
levies adding to 44.6 per cent, the short-
fall comes to Rs 4.3 per unit. For HHs
consuming between 201 and 400 units,
the tariff is Rs 4.5 per unit implying an
under-recovery of Rs 1.5 per unit.
Including the levies, this comes to Rs
2.2 per unit. These under-recoveries are
cross-subsidised by charging more
from industries and businesses for
which the tariff can go up to a high of
Rs 18 per unit.
The irony is that despite charging
exorbitant rates from industries and
businesses, a good slice of under-
recoveries from HHs consuming less
than 400 units a month remains uncov-
ered. Additionally, the Delhi govern-
ment doesn’t want the latter to even pay
the small tariff of Rs 3 per unit (cour-
tesy, of Kejriwal’s freebies). Discoms are
told not to raise any bill on HHs con-
suming up to 200 units even as HHs
consuming up to 400 units get a rebate
of 50 per cent of the bill amount sub-
ject to a cap of Rs 800 per month.
Though the government promises to
reimburse them for these subsidies
from the state budget, this promise is
held more in breach. 
This increases discoms’ losses which are
compounded by large-scale power
theft. The discoms have no control over
the tariff chargeable from majority of
consumers (read: those having con-
sumption less than 400 units a month).
They are also helpless when it comes to
reining in theft as power thieves have
the blessings of their political bosses.
Discoms have flexibility only about fix-
ing tariffs on supplies to industries and
businesses besides HHs consuming
more than 400 units. But, there is a
limit to which they can charge more
from these consumers. The result is:
the total revenue generated from the
sale of electricity can never reach a level
that will fully cover the cost of the
power purchase cost and the cost of
wheeling and distribution. 
The problem is germane to most of the
discoms where the States take recourse

In 2025, cloud computing is no longer just a utility—it is the driving force behind digital transformation and innovation
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Hamas close to accepting Gaza ceasefire, hostages release
PTI n CAIRO

Hamas has accepted a draft
agreement for a ceasefire

in the Gaza Strip and the
release of dozens of hostages,
two officials involved in the
talks said on Tuesday.
Mediator Qatar said the nego-
tiations were at the “closest
point” yet to sealing a deal.
The Associated Press obtained
a copy of the proposed agree-
ment, and an Egyptian official
and a Hamas official con-
firmed its authenticity. An
Israeli official said progress has
been made, but the details are
being finalized. The plan
would need to be submitted to
the Israeli Cabinet for final
approval.
All three officials spoke on
condition of anonymity to
discuss the closed-door
talks.The United States, Egypt
and Qatar have spent the past
year trying to mediate an end
the 15-month war and secure
the release dozens of hostages
captured in Hamas’ October 7,
2023, attack that triggered it.
Some 100 Israelis are still cap-
tive inside Gaza, and the mil-
itary believes at least a third

them are dead.
Officials have expressed
mounting optimism that they
can conclude an agreement
ahead of the January 20 inau-
guration of US President-elect
Donald Trump, whose
Mideast envoy has joined the
negotiations.
Qatari Foreign Ministry
spokesman Majed al-Ansari
said at a weekly briefing
Tuesday that the ongoing
negotiations are positive and
productive, while declining
to get into the details of the
sensitive talks. “Today, we are
at the closest point ever to hav-
ing a deal,” he said. 
Hamas, meanwhile, said in a
statement that the ongoing
negotiations had reached their
“final stage”.
The offensive has reduced
large areas of the territory to
rubble and displaced around
90 per cent of Gaza’s popula-
tion of 2.3 million, with hun-
dreds of thousands packed
into tent camps along the
coast where hunger is wide-
spread. 
Israeli strikes across Gaza
overnight and into Tuesday
killed at least 18 Palestinians,

including two women and
four children, while Yemen’s
Houthi rebels fired two mis-
siles at Israel, setting off sirens
and sending people racing
into shelters. No one was
wounded by the projectiles.
A three-phase agreement
The three-phase agreement
— based on a framework laid
out by US President Joe Biden
and endorsed by the UN
Security Council — would
begin with the gradual release
of 33 hostages over a six-
week period, including
women, children, older adults
and wounded civilians in
exchange for potentially hun-
dreds of Palestinian women
and children imprisoned by
Israel.
Among the 33 would be five
female Israeli soldiers, each of
whom would be released in
exchange for 50 Palestinian
prisoners, including 30 con-
victed militants who are serv-
ing life sentences. By the end
of the first phase, all civilian
captives — living or dead —
will have been released.
During this first, 42-day phase,
Israeli forces would withdraw
from population centers,

Palestinians would be allowed
to start returning to their
homes in northern Gaza and
there would be a surge of
humanitarian aid, with some
600 trucks entering each day.
Details of the second phase
still must be negotiated during
the first. Those details remain
difficult to resolve — and the
deal does not include written
guarantees that the ceasefire
will continue until a deal is
reached. That leaves the poten-
tial for Israel to resume its mil-
itary campaign after the first
phase ends.
The three mediators, howev-
er, have given Hamas verbal
guarantees that negotiations
will continue as planned and
that they will press for a deal
to implement the second and
third phases before the end of
the first, the Egyptian official
said. The deal would allow
Israel throughout the first
phase to remain in control of
the Philadelphi Corridor, the
band of territory along Gaza’s
border with Egypt, which
Hamas had initially demand-
ed Israel withdraw from. But
Israel would pull out from the
Netzarim Corridor, a belt

across central Gaza where it
had sought a mechanism for
searching Palestinians for arms
when they return to the terri-
tory’s north. In the second
phase, Hamas would release
the remaining living captives,
mainly male soldiers, in
exchange for more prisoners
and the “complete withdraw-
al” of Israeli forces from Gaza,
according to the draft agree-
ment. But Hamas has said it
will not free the remaining
hostages without an end to the
war and a complete Israeli
withdrawal, while Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has in the past
vowed to resume fighting
unless Hamas’s military and
governing capabilities are
eliminated.
Unless an alternative govern-
ment for Gaza is worked out
in those talks, it could leave
Hamas in charge of the terri-
tory.
In a third phase, the bodies of
remaining hostages would be
returned in exchange for a
three- to five-year reconstruc-
tion plan to be carried out in
Gaza under international
supervision. Growing pres-

sure ahead of Trump’s inaugu-
ration
Israel and Hamas have come

under renewed pressure to
halt the conflict in the lead-up
to Trump’s inauguration next
week. His Middle East envoy,
Steve Witkoff, recently joined
US, Egyptian and Qatari medi-
ators in the Gulf country’s cap-
ital, Doha.
Trump said late Monday that
a ceasefire was “very close”.
“I understand ... there’s been a
handshake and they are getting
it finished — and maybe by
the end of the week,” he told
the American cable channel
Newsmax. Hamas has blamed
Israel for the repeated setbacks
in the negotiations, saying
that on more than one occa-
sion, the militant group had
accepted a proposal from
mediators only to see Israel
reject it or launch a new mil-
itary operation immediately
afterwards.
Israel and its close ally the
United States have blamed
setbacks on Hamas.
Hamas-led militants killed
around 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, in the October 7
attack and abducted another

250. Around half those
hostages were freed during a
brief ceasefire in November
2023. Israel’s retaliatory offen-
sive has killed over 46,000
Palestinians, more than half of
them women and children,
according to Gaza’s Health
Ministry, which does not say
how many of the dead were
combatants.

STRIKES IN GAZA
CONTINUE
Two strikes in the central
Gaza city of Deir al-Balah
overnight and into Tuesday
killed two women and their
four children, who ranged in
age from 1 month to 9 years
old.
One of the women was preg-

nant and the baby did not sur-
vive, according to Al-Aqsa
Martyrs Hospital,  which
received the bodies. Another
12 people were killed in two
strikes on the southern city of
Khan Younis, according to
the European Hospital. There
was no immediate comment
from the Israeli military. Israel
says it only targets militants
and accuses them of hiding
among civilians in shelters

and tent camps for the dis-
placed.

YEMENI REBELS FIRE
MISSILES AT ISRAEL 
The war has rippled across the
region, igniting over a year of
fighting between Israel and
Lebanon’s Hezbollah militants
that ended with a tense cease-
fire in November. Israel has
also traded direct fire with
Iran, which backs Hamas,
Hezbollah and Yemen’s
Houthis. The Israeli military
said it made several attempts
to intercept the missile
launched from Yemen early
Tuesday and that “the missile
was likely intercepted”. It said
an earlier missile fired from
Yemen was also intercepted.
Police said several homes were
damaged outside Jerusalem
and released a photo of a mis-
sile casing that had crashed
into a roof.  The Houthis, who
captured Yemen’s capital,
Sanaa, and much of the coun-
try’s north in 2014, have
launched a series of missile
and drone attacks on Israel
and have attacked interna-
tional shipping in the Red
Sea.

ICC prosecutor
calls to reject
Israeli objections
to Netanyahu
warrant
The Hague (PTI): The
International Criminal Court’s
chief prosecutor has told
judges that Israeli objections to
the investigation into the 13-
month war in Gaza should be
rejected. Karim Khan submit-
ted his formal response late
Monday to an appeal by Israel
over The Hague-based court’s
jurisdiction after judges issued
arrest warrants last year for
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, his for-
mer defence minister and
Hamas’ military chief, accusing
them of crimes against human-
ity in connection with the war
in Gaza.
The embattled Israeli leader,
who is also facing corruption
charges in his homeland, called
the arrest warrant “a black
day in the history of nations”
and vowed to fight the allega-
tions.
Individuals cannot contest an
arrest warrant directly, but the
state of Israel can object to the
entire investigation. Israel
argued in a December filing
that it could look into allega-
tions against its leaders on its
own and that continuing to
investigate Israelis was a viola-
tion of state sovereignty.
The ICC was established in

2002 as the permanent court of
last resort to prosecute individ-
uals responsible for the world’s
most heinous atrocities — war
crimes, crimes against human-
ity, genocide and the crime of
aggression.
The court’s 125 member states
include Palestine, Ukraine,
Canada and every country in
the European Union, but
dozens of countries don’t
accept the court’s jurisdiction,
including Israel, the United
States, Russia and China.
In Khan’s combined 55-page
response, he says the Rome
Statute, the treaty that estab-
lished the ICC, allowed it to
prosecute crimes that take
place in the territory of mem-
ber states, regardless of where
the perpetrators hail from.
The judges are expected to ren-
der a decision in the coming
months. 

Special counsel who investigated Trump
says his team ‘stood up for rule of law’
PTI nWASHINGTON

Special counsel Jack Smith
said his team “stood up for the

rule of law” as it investigated
President-elect Donald Trump’s
efforts to overturn the results of
the 2020 election, writing in a
much-anticipated report released
on Tuesday that he stands fully
behind his decision to bring
criminal charges that he believes
would have resulted in a convic-
tion had voters not returned
Trump to the White House.
“The throughline of all of Mr.
Trump’s criminal efforts was
deceit — knowingly false claims
of election fraud — and the evi-
dence shows that Mr. Trump
used these lies as a weapon to
defeat a federal government
function foundational to the
United States’ democratic
process,” the report states.
The report, arriving just days
before Trump is to return to
office on January 20, focuses
fresh attention on the
Republican’s frantic but failed
effort to cling to power in 2020
after he lost to Democrat Joe
Biden.
With the prosecution foreclosed
thanks to Trump’s 2024 election
victory, the document is expect-
ed to be the final Justice
Department chronicle of a dark
chapter in American history
that threatened to disrupt the
peaceful transfer of power, a
bedrock of democracy for cen-
turies, and complements already
released indictments and reports.
Trump responded early Tuesday
with a post on his Truth Social
platform, claiming he was “total-
ly innocent” and calling Smith “a
lamebrain prosecutor who was
unable to get his case tried
before the Election”.He added,
“THE VOTERS HAVE SPO-
KEN!!!”Trump had been indict-
ed in August 2023 on charges of
working to overturn the election,
but the case was delayed by
appeals and ultimately signifi-
cantly narrowed by a conserva-
tive-majority Supreme Court
that held for the first time that
former presidents enjoy sweep-
ing immunity from criminal
prosecution for official acts.
That decision, Smith’s report
states, left open unresolved legal
issues that would likely have
required another trip to the

Supreme Court in order for the
case to have moved forward.
Though Smith sought to salvage
the indictment, the team dis-
missed it in November because
of longstanding Justice
Department policy that says sit-
ting presidents cannot face fed-
eral prosecution.
“The Department’s view that the
Constitution prohibits the con-
tinued indictment and prosecu-
tion of a President is categorical
and does not turn on the gravi-
ty of the crimes charged, the
strength of the Government’s
proof, or the merits of the pros-
ecution, which the Office stands
fully behind,” the report states.
“Indeed, but for Mr. Trump’s
election and imminent return to
the Presidency, the Office
assessed that the admissible evi-
dence was sufficient to obtain
and sustain a conviction at trial.”
The Justice Department trans-
mitted the report to Congress
early Tuesday after a judge
refused a defence effort to block
its release. A separate volume of

the report focused on Trump’s
hoarding of classified docu-
ments at Mar-a-Lago, actions
that formed the basis of a sepa-
rate indictment against Trump,
will remain under wraps for now.
The report is unsparing in its
details about schemes undertak-
en by Trump to undo the pres-
idential contest, accusing him of
an “unprecedented criminal
effort to overturn the legitimate
results of the election in order to
retain power”. 
It recounts his role in trying to
force the Justice Department to
use its law enforcement author-
ities to advance his personal
interests, participating in a
scheme to enlist fake electors in
battleground states won by Biden
and having directed “an angry
mob to the United States Capitol
to obstruct the congressional cer-
tification of the presidential elec-
tion and then leverage rioters’
violence to further delay it”.And
it documents his fallout with his
vice president, Mike Pence, over
Trump’s demands that he refuse

to certify the electoral count
before Congress on January 6,
2021. 
It says that just before he left the
White House to deliver a speech
at the Ellipse that day, he called
Pence one last time and that
when the vice president told him
that he planned to issue a pub-
lic statement that he lacked the
authority to do as Trump had
requested, “Mr. Trump expressed
anger at him. He then directed
staffers to re-insert into his
planned Ellipse speech some
language that he had drafted ear-
lier targeting Mr. Pence.” Though
most of the details of Trump’s
efforts to undo the election are
already well established, the doc-
ument includes for the first time
a detailed assessment from Smith
about his investigation, as well as
a defense by Smith against crit-
icism by Trump and his allies
that the inquiry was politicized
or that he worked in collabora-
tion with the White House — an
assessment he called “laugh-
able”. 

Hegseth, Trump’s defence secy
nominee, faces key test at hearing
Washington (PTI): President-elect Donald
Trump’s choice for defence secretary, Pete Hegseth,
is heading into a potentially explosive confirma-
tion hearing Tuesday as senators question whether
the former combat veteran and TV news show host
is fit to lead the US military.
Hegseth’s former experience in the Army National
Guard is widely viewed as an asset for the job, but
he also brings a jarring record of past statements
and actions, including allegations of sexual assault,
excessive drinking and derisive views about
women in military combat roles, minorities and
“woke” generals. He has vowed to not drink alco-
hol if he is confirmed to lead the Pentagon.
He is among the most endangered of Trump’s
Cabinet choices, but GOP allies are determined
to turn Hegseth into a cause celebre for Trump’s
governing approach amid the nation’s culture wars.
Outside groups, including those aligned with the
Heritage Foundation, are running costly campaigns
to prop up Hegseth’s bid.
“He will be ripped, he will be demeaned. He will
be talked about,” said Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-
Ala., at an event with former Navy SEALs, Army
special forces and Marines supporting the nom-
inee. “But we’re going to get him across the finish
line.”
The hearing at the Senate Armed Services
Committee is the start of a weeklong marathon as
senators begin scrutinising Trump’s choices for

more than a dozen top administrative positions.
The Republican-led Senate is rushing to have some
of Trump’s picks ready to be confirmed as soon
as Inauguration Day, Jan. 20, despite potential
opposition to some from both sides of the aisle.
“We’re going to grind them down,” Senate Majority
Leader John Thune, R-S.D., said on Fox News.
Hegseth faces perhaps the most difficult path to
confirmation. He will be forced to confront alle-
gations of sexual assault, which he has denied, and
his own comments that are far from the military
mainstream, though he has the support of some
veterans’ groups that say his past indiscretions are
not as important as his focus on improving mili-
tary readiness to fight.
And Hegseth will have to answer for his comments
that women should “straight up” not be in com-
bat roles in the military, a view he has softened fol-
lowing recent meetings with senators. Two former
female combat veterans, Republican Joni Ernst of
Iowa and Democrat Tammy Duckworth of
Illinois, are among those grilling him from the dais.
“He can try to walk back his comments on women
in combat all he wants, but we know what he
thinks, right?” said Duckworth, an Iraq War vet-
eran who lost her legs and partial use of her right
arm when the Black Hawk helicopter she was pilot-
ing in the Army National Guard was shot down.
“He’s the most unqualified person to ever be nom-
inated for secretary of defense.” 

President Joe Biden, left, standing next to Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, tells the audience to sit as he gets a standing
ovation before making a speech about foreign policy at the State Department in Washington, Monday. AP/PTI

Biden signs executive order aimed
at growing AI infrastructure in US
Los Angeles (PTI): President Joe Biden on
Tuesday signed an ambitious executive order on
artificial intelligence that seeks to ensure the
infrastructure needed for advanced AI opera-
tions, such as large-scale data centres and new
clean power facilities, can be built quickly and
at scale in the United States.
The executive order directs federal agencies to
accelerate large-scale AI infrastructure develop-
ment at government sites, while imposing
requirements and safeguards on the developers
building on those locations. It also directs cer-
tain agencies to make federal sites available for
AI data centres and new clean power facilities.
Those agencies will help facilitate the infrastruc-
ture’s interconnection to the electric grid and
help speed up the permitting process.
In a statement, Biden said AI will have “profound
implications for national security and enormous
potential to improve Americans’ lives if har-
nessed responsibly, from helping cure disease to
keeping communities safe by mitigating the
effects of climate change”.
“However, we cannot take our lead for granted,”
the Democratic president said. “We will not let
America be out-built when it comes to the tech-
nology that will define the future, nor should we
sacrifice critical environmental standards and
our shared efforts to protect clean air and clean
water”. Under the new rules, the departments
of Defense and Energy will each identify at least
three sites where the private sector can build AI
data centres. The agencies will run “competitive
solicitations” from private companies to build
AI data centres on those federal sites, senior

administration officials said.
Developers building on those sites will be
required, among other things, to pay for the con-
struction of those facilities and to bring suffi-
cient clean power generation to match the full
capacity needs of their data centres.
Although the US government will be leasing land
to a company, that company would own the
materials it creates there, officials said. Biden said
the efforts are designed to accelerate the clean
energy transition in a way that is “responsible
and respectful to local communities” and does
not add costs to the average American.
Developers selected to build on government sites
will be required to pay all costs of building and
operating AI infrastructure so that development
does not raise electricity prices for consumers,
the administration said.
The orders also direct construction of AI data
centres on federal sites to be done with public
labour agreements. Some of the sites are
reserved for small and medium-sized AI com-
panies, according to government officials.
Government agencies will also complete a
study on the effects of all AI data centers on elec-
tricity prices, and the Energy Department will
provide technical assistance to state public util-
ity commissions regarding electricity tariff
designs that can support connecting new large
customers with clean energy.
As part of the order, the Interior Department
will identify lands it manages that are suitable
for clean energy development and can support
data centres on government sites, administra-
tion officials said.

Strong winds forecast for Los Angeles 
threatens area’s fight against fires
Los Angeles (PTI): Additional
water tankers and scores of
firefighters arrived at the Los
Angeles area on Monday
ahead of fierce winds that
were forecast to return and
threaten the progress made so
far on two massive infernos
that have destroyed thousands
of homes and killed at least 24
people. Planes doused homes
and hillsides with bright pink
fire-retardant chemicals, while
crews and fire engines were
being placed near particular-
ly vulnerable spots with dry
brush. Dozens of water trucks
rolled in to replenish supplies
after hydrants ran dry last
week when the two largest
fires erupted.
Tabitha Trosen and her
boyfriend said she feels like
they are “teetering” on the
edge with the constant fear
that their neighbourhood

could be the next under threat.
“Our cats are ready to go, we
have their carriers by the door
prepped with their little stuffed
animals and things like that,”
Trosen said, adding that she’s
packed things as she thinks

about what she could lose. “It’s
like, how do I take care of
myself, and what are the things
that will ground me as a
human and remind me of my
background and my life and
my family.”

Top aide of impeached S Korean prez pleads
for investigators to halt detention efforts
Seoul (PTI): The top aide of
impeached South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol pleaded with law
enforcement agencies on Tuesday to
abandon their efforts to detain him
over his imposition of martial law last
month, as authorities prepared a sec-
ond attempt to take him into custody.
Presidential Chief of Staff Chung Jin-
suk said Yoon could instead be ques-
tioned at a “third site” or at his resi-
dence and said the anti-corruption
agency and police were trying to drag
him out like he was a member of a
“South American drug cartel.”
However, Yoon Kab-keun, one of the
president’s lawyers, said Chung issued
the message without consulting them
and that the legal team has no imme-
diate plan to make the president avail-
able for questioning by investigators.
Yoon Suk Yeol has not left his official
residence in Seoul for weeks, and the
presidential security service prevent-
ed dozens of investigators from detain-
ing him after a nearly six-hour stand-

off on January 3. The Corruption
Investigation Office for High-Ranking
Officials and police pledged more
forceful measures to detain Yoon
while they jointly investigate whether
his brief martial law declaration on
December 3 amounted to an attempt-
ed rebellion.
The National Police Agency has con-
vened multiple meetings of field com-
manders in Seoul and nearby
Gyeonggi province in recent days to
plan their detainment efforts, and the
size of those forces fueled speculation
that more than a thousand officers
could be deployed in a possible mul-
tiday operation. The agency and police
have openly warned that presidential
bodyguards obstructing the execution
of the warrant could be arrested. 
The anti-corruption agency and police
haven’t confirmed when they might
return to the presidential residence,
which has been fortified with barbed
wire and rows of vehicles blocking
entry paths. But Chung said he under-

stood “D-day” to be Wednesday, with-
out specifying the information he
had.
Anti-corruption agency and police
officials met with representatives of the
presidential security service on
Tuesday morning for unspecified dis-
cussions regarding efforts to execute
the detention warrant for Yoon, the
agency said. It wasn’t immediately clear
whether any kind of compromise was
reached. Yoon declared martial law
and deployed troops around the
National Assembly on Dec. 3. It last-
ed only hours before lawmakers man-
aged to get through the blockade and
voted to lift the measure. 
His presidential powers were sus-
pended when the opposition-dominat-
ed assembly voted to impeach him on
Dec. 14, accusing him of rebellion. His
fate now rests with the Constitutional
Court, which has begun deliberating
on whether to formally remove Yoon
from office or reject the charges and
reinstate him.

NATO launches mission
to protect Baltic Sea
undersea cables
Helsinki (PTI): NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutte announced on Tuesday that the
alliance is launching a new mission to pro-
tect undersea cables in the Baltic Sea region.
Rutte said at a meeting in Helsinki with the
leaders of NATO countries located on the
Baltic Sea that the effort would be dubbed
Baltic Sentry.
“It will involve a range of assets, including
frigates and maritime patrol aircraft, among
others, and will enhance our vigilance in the
Baltic,” Rutte told reporters. He also said that
a small fleet of naval drones will be deployed
“to provide enhanced surveillance and
deterrence”.
The meeting follows a string of incidents in
the Baltic that have heightened concerns
about possible Russian activities in the
region.
Announcing the new operation, Rutte noted
that more than 95 per cent of internet traf-
fic is secured via undersea cables, and 1.3
million kilometers (808,000 miles) of cables
guarantee an estimated USD 10 
trillion worth of financial transactions every
day.

Firefighters walk along a road in a fire-ravaged community in the aftermath of the
Palisades Fire in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles, Monday AP/PTI
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Imran Khan’s wife Bushra Bibi
secures bail in over a dozen cases
PTI n ISLAMABAD

Jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan’s wife Bushra

Bibi on Tuesday secured inter-
im bail in more than a dozen
cases despite telling the court
she has lost faith in the justice
system of Pakistan.
Anti-terrorism court Judge
Tahir Abbas Supra,  who
presided over the hearing,
granted Bushra interim bail
until February 7 in 13 cases
related to the D-Chowk
protests apart from another
case involving the killing of
paramilitary rangers during
the demonstration last year.
Apart from Bibi, her spouse
Khan, 72, and other party
leaders have been nominated

in the first information report
(FIR) registered at the Ramna
police station under Section
302 (murder) and other sec-
tions of the Pakistan Penal
Code.
According to the FIR, Khan
issued instructions to the party
leadership, spouse Bushra,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur,
and his sister Aleema Khan for
making all-out efforts to get
him released from jail and
“set anything on fire or kill
anyone for this purpose”.
Geo News reported the judge
in a conversation with Bushra
during the proceedings said: “It
has taken some time, but legal
protocols have been followed.”
Bushra said: “That is not an

issue, but we have lost faith in
the courts.”
Disagreeing, Judge Supra
assured: “It is not like that
everywhere. The justice sys-
tem, despite its flaws, is func-
tioning. If it collapses, society
itself will cease to exist. You
have appeared before me in
other hearings as well.”
Bushra further highlighted her
concerns regarding the judicial
process, recounting an instance
during a trial where a judge’s
blood pressure rose to 200 yet
he proceeded to pronounce a
verdict against her.
“There is law in the country
but no justice.  The PTI
founder is imprisoned for
upholding the supremacy of
the Constitution. What we

have endured has completely
shattered our faith in the law,”
she said.
The judge was informed that
13 cases were registered at
various police stations in
Islamabad against the former
first lady.
The court subsequently grant-
ed her interim bail in all 13
cases until February 7 against
surety bonds of Rs 5,000 each.
The bail is a major relief to
Bushra who married the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder in January 2018, the
year he won the election later
on and became the prime min-
ister.
Bushra, Khan’s third wife, was
his spiritual healer before mar-
riage. 

Zelenskyy, Macron discuss
Western troop deployment 
PTI n KYIV

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy

said that he has held further
discussions with French
President Emmanuel Macron
about the possibility of
Western troops deploying in
Ukraine to safeguard any
peace deal ending the near-
ly three-year war with Russia.
Zelenskyy’s disclosure came
before an official visit to
Kyiv on Tuesday by German
Defence Minister Boris
Pistorius. He arrived in Kyiv
on an unannounced visit fol-
lowing a meeting in Warsaw
on Monday with his counter-
parts from France, the United
Kingdom, Italy and Poland. 
Germany and the four other
countries are Europe’s five
top military spenders.
Pistorius told German news
agency dpa that his visit to
Kyiv aims to underscore
Germany’s strong support
for Ukraine at a time when
US President-elect Donald
Trump’s term beginning next
week looks set to bring deep
changes to Washington’s pol-
icy on the war.
Pistorius said that his visit “is
a signal that Germany, as the
biggest NATO country in
Europe, stands by Ukraine —
not alone, but with the group
of five and many other allies.”
Trump has criticised the cost

of the war for US taxpayers
through major military aid
packages for Ukraine, and
vowed to bring the conflict to
a swift end. He also has made
it clear that he wants to shift
more of the Ukraine burden
onto Europe.
Macron prompted an outcry
from other leaders, and he
appeared isolated on the
European stage, after his
remarks almost a year ago
floated the possibility of
putting Western troops in
Ukraine.
Zelenskyy has said that

Ukraine needs security guar-
antees to bolster any peace
agreement — an issue he
said late Monday that he dis-
cussed with the French
leader.
“As one of these guarantees,
we discussed the French ini-
tiative to deploy military
contingents in Ukraine,”
Zelenskyy said. “We consid-
ered practical steps for its
implementation, possible
expansion and involvement
of other countries in this
process.”
Potentially sending European

troops as peacekeepers to
Ukraine is fraught with risk.
Such a move may not deter
Russia f rom attacking
Ukraine again in the future,
which is the fear of Ukrainian
officials, and could drag
European countries into a
direct confrontation with
Moscow. That, in turn, could
pull NATO — including the
United States — into a con-
flict. Russia’s bigger army
has largely pinned Ukrainian
forces on the defensive along
the around 1,000-kilometre
front line. Ukraine’s defens-
es are creaking in the eastern
Donetsk region amid a
Russian onslaught.
Ukraine has built  up a
domestic arsenal of long-
range drones and missiles
that it uses to hit targets on
Russian soil far behind the
front line. The targets are
usually infrastructure that
supports the Russian war
effort, such as arms depots,
oil refineries and manufac-
turing plants.
Two industrial facilities in
Russia’s western Saratov
region were damaged after a
“massive” Ukrainian drone
attack, regional Gov. Roman
Busargin said Tuesday.
He claimed that Russian air
defences downed “a large
number” of drones and said
that there were no casualties,
offering no further details. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, and German Defence Minister Boris
Pistorius greet each other in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday. AP/PTI

B’desh ex-premier Khaleda Zia’s BNP
demands election by July-August
PTI n DHAKA

Former prime minister Khaleda Zia’s
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) on

Tuesday demanded that the general election
be held by July-August this year, refuting
interim government chief  adviser
Muhammad Yunus’s stance to stage it by the
year-end or mid-2026.
“There is no reason to delay the election that
much,” said BNP secretary general Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir after an overnight
meeting of the party’s standing committee
that was chaired virtually by acting BNP
chairperson Tarique Rahman from London.
Alamgir said the standing committee held a
lengthy discussion on Yunus’s planned elec-
tion deadline but came up with a conclusion
that the polls should not be delayed for so
long as voters list updating should not take
more than a month and other related tasks
would take one to two months at most.
“We believe, as the Election Commission has
already been formed and there is relative sta-
bility in governance, there is no reason to
delay the national election further. Delays
only deepen the political and economic
crises,” he said. The BNP also opposed the
idea propagated by some leaders of the
interim government to hold local government
elections before parliamentary polls. 
The party also criticised the interim govern-
ment’s economic policies, particularly plans
for gas price hikes and tax increases.
“We have repeatedly said there is no alterna-
tive to elected government and this is the
most important factor for democracy,”
Alamgir said.
He called upon the “government, the Election
Commission and political parties” to take
steps to hold the elections by mid-2025 in the

“greater interest of the country”.
Yunus and his advisers or de facto ministers
said reforms and preparedness for elections
were going on, suggesting that polls should
be staged after accomplishment of some basic
reforms.
But Alamgir said it is a continued process and
the BNP was committed to reforms.
The BNP secretary general said “there is no
question of holding local government elec-
tions before the national parliamentary elec-
tion. Our demand is for the national election
first”.
Alamgir said the last three national elections
could not be held properly, and the people
want to ensure a democratic transition
through elections.
Ousted prime minister Sheikh Hasina, 77, has
been living in India since August 5 last year
when she fled Bangladesh following a mas-
sive student-led protest that toppled her
Awami League’s 16-year regime.
Bangladesh’s International Crimes Tribunal
(ICT) has issued arrest warrants for Hasina
and several former Cabinet ministers, advis-
ers, and military and civil officials for “crimes
against humanity and genocide”.
But this was for the first time that the BNP,

visibly the largest organised political party in
Bangladesh now, came with a tougher stance
over the demand for an early election.
Zia, who has previously served thrice as pre-
mier, is currently in London for treatment
with critical health issues while her son
Rahman is also in the British capital as a
process was underway to settle several legal
cases lodged against him.  An interim gov-
ernment headed by Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate Muhammad Yunus is running the coun-
try and plans to hold elections in December
this year or in the first half of 2026. 

Sri Lankan Prez Dissanayake arrives
in Beijing on four-day visit to China
PTI n BEIJING/ COLOMBO

Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake

arrived here on Tuesday on a
four-day visit during which he
is scheduled to hold talks
with his Chinese counterpart
Xi Jinping and other Chinese
leaders on deepening bilater-
al ties.  
Upon his arrival, the President
was accorded a ceremonial
welcome by the Chinese mil-
itary, and he was formally
received by China’s Deputy
Foreign Minister Chen
Xiaodong, according to a press
release issued by Disanayake’s
office in Colombo.
This is Disanayake’s second
overseas visit - the first being
to India - since assuming
office in September last year.
During his China visit,
Dissanayake will hold bilater-
al talks with President Xi on
areas of mutual interest and
will also meet Chinese
Premier Li Qiang, and
Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National
People’s Congress of China
Zhao Leji.
Several Memorandum of
Understandings (MoUs)
aimed at strengthening bilat-
eral cooperation between Sri
Lanka and China are expect-
ed to be signed during the
visit, the Presidential office
press release said on Tuesday.
During this state visit,

Dissanayake is scheduled to
participate in several key
engagements and undertake
field visits focused on techno-
logical and agricultural devel-
opment, as well as initiatives
aimed at poverty alleviation.
The visit also includes high-
level business meetings and
discussions, it said.
“The visit to the People’s
Republic of China will further
strengthen the longstanding
ties between the two coun-
tries,” the Sri Lankan Foreign
Ministry said earlier.
A host of issues, including per-
mitting Chinese research ves-
sels, regarded as spy ships by
India; Sri Lanka’s debt com-
mitments to China, stated to
be Colombo’s largest creditor
and expansion of the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) invest-
ments are expected to figure in
Dissanayake’s talks with Xi.
Sri Lanka expects the visit to
result in the digitisation of Sri
Lanka’s two state TV channels
- Rupavahini and ITN.
Sri Lanka would also seek
Chinese assistance to complete
the central expressway, which
has been stalled for over a
decade, the media division of
the Sri Lanka President’s
Office here said in a press
release earlier.
The talks would also cover the
Chinese industrial zone
around the southern port of
Hambantota.
Qin Boyong, a top Chinese

official who visited
Dissanayake immediately
upon his return from Delhi in
December, said the Chinese
companies were eagerly wait-
ing to set themselves up for
business at Hambantota.
Dissanayake, once a bitter
critic of India, chose Delhi for
his first visit abroad.
During his visit to India in
December, where he met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Dissanayake assured
New Delhi that Colombo
would not permit its territory
to be used in a manner that is
detrimental to the interest of
India, in an apparent reference
to China.
China, which expanded its
strategic ties with Sri Lanka
during the pro-Beijing leader
Mahinda Rajapaksa, his broth-
er Gotabaya Rajapaksa and
Ranil Wickramasinghe with
the acquisition of Hambantota
port for 99 years’ lease as a
debt swap followed by the
development of Colombo Port
City project, Dissanayake is a
new generation leader repre-
senting new realities of his
island nation.
A high-level delegation,
including Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Foreign Employment
and Tourism Vijitha Herath,
and the Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports, and Civil
Aviation Bimal Rathnayake,
has accompanied him to
China. 
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PTI n NEW DELHI

The country's civil aviation
industry is projected to

report a net loss of Rs 2,000 to
Rs 3,000 crore in the current
and next financial year as
supply chain challenges and
engine issues are expected to
continue for some more time,
according to a report.
In the report on Tuesday,
rating agency Icra also said
that domestic air passenger
traffic was estimated at 153
lakh in December, 7.3 per
cent higher compared to
142.5 lakh recorded in
November last year.
"Further, it grew by ~10.8 per
cent on a YoY basis and was
higher by ~17.5 per cent than
the pre-Covid levels, i.E.,
December 2019. The airlines'
capacity deployment in
December 2024 was higher
than December 2023 by ~7.5
per cent and by ~3.8 per cent
over November 2024," it

added.
Giving a stable outlook for the
Indian aviation industry, Icra
said there are expectations of
moderate growth in domestic
air passenger traffic and a

relatively stable cost
environment in FY25.
Moreover, the industry
witnessed improved pricing
power during FY24, reflected
in the higher yields (over pre-

Covid levels) and the revenue
per available seat kilometre-
cost per available seat
kilometre (RASK-CASK)
spread of the airlines.
"The momentum in the air

passenger traffic growth
witnessed in FY2024 is likely
to marginally taper to 7-10
per cent in FY2025
(compared to 13 per cent in
FY2024), given the high base
of FY2024 and lower
passenger traffic in H1
FY2025, impacted by severe
heat waves and other weather-
related disruptions.
"The yields are also likely to
be under pressure, as airlines
strive to maintain adequate
passenger load factor (PLF).
International passenger
traffic for Indian carriers is
expected to grow by 15-20 per
cent in FY2025," the report
said. For FY 2025 and FY
2026, Icra has projected the
industry to register a net loss
of Rs 20-30 billion.
Supply chain challenges and
engine failure issues impacted
the industry capacity over the
last 18 months and are
expected to continue affecting
it this year, it added.

Domestic aviation industry likely to clock
`2,000-`3,000 Crore net loss in FY25: Report

Union Minister Piyush Goyal launches
National Turmeric Board in Telangana
PTI n HYDERABAD

Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry

Piyush Goyal on Tuesday
launched the National
Turmeric Board in
Nizamabad district of
Telangana, a long-awaited
dream of turmeric farmers.
Goyal virtually inaugurated
the Board and said it is being
launched on the auspicious
occasion of Sankranti.
There is immense potential of
increasing productivity of
turmeric in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana, Goyal noted,
according to an official
release.
The Board will pay special
attention to the welfare of
'Golden Spice' farmers,
develop good varieties and
focus on its export, he said. 
Nizamabad MP Arvind
Dharmapuri was also present. 
The creation of the National
Turmeric Board was
announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on October 1,
2023, during a public meeting

in Telangana.  This historic
decision reflects PM Modi's
commitment to farmers and
his visionary leadership in
recognizing the importance of
turmeric as a vital crop for
India's agricultural economy,
a release from the office of
Arvind Dharmapuri said on
Monday.
The announcement also
fulfilled a 40-year-old demand
of turmeric farmers who had
long sought dedicated support
and infrastructure to bolster
turmeric cultivation and
trade.
Over the last decade, the

average price for Nizamabad
turmeric hovered around Rs
6,000 per quintal. However, in
2024, the price touched an all-
time high of Rs 18,000 per
quintal, a trend that continues
this season, it said.
The National Turmeric Board
will provide targeted support
to turmeric farmers by
promoting research and
development, facilitating
infrastructure development
such as setting up of
processing units, enhancing
exports, and ensuring better
prices for their produce, the
release said. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Wholesale price inflation
rose to 2.37 per cent in

December 2024, led by spike
in manufactured products
even though prices of food
items eased, government data
released on Tuesday showed.
The Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) based inflation was
1.89 per cent in November
2024. It was 0.86 per cent in
December 2023.
As per the data, inflation in
food items eased to 8.47 per
cent in December 2024, as
against 8.63 per cent in
November. Inflation in
vegetable stood at 28.65 per
cent, as against 28.57 per cent
in November.

Inflation in potato continued
to be high at 93.20 per cent,
and in onion it spiked to 16.81
per cent in December.
Among food items, cereals,
pulses, wheat saw easing in
inflation in December.
The fuel and power category
witnessed a deflation of 3.79
per cent in December, against
a deflation of 5.83 per cent in
November. In manufactured
items, inflation was 2.14 per
cent, against 2 per cent in
November.
Retail inflation data released
on Monday showed that
consumer price index (CPI)
based inflation eased to 4-
month low of 5.22 per cent in
December on easing food
prices.

Wholesale Price
Inflation rises to 2.37
per cent in December

PTI n NEW DELHI

Jaguar Land Rover and
Tata Communications

have strengthened their
collaboration for connected
car technologies, the
companies said in a joint
statement on Tuesday.
As part of the enhanced
collaboration, Tata
Communications will offer
its MOVE platform to
enhance JLR's connected
vehicle ecosystem,
transforming the driving
experience for customers
worldwide.
The partnership will
empower JLR's next-
generation software-defined
vehicles with continuous
connectivity and access to
intelligent services even in
the remotest locations
across 120 countries, the
auto maker said in a
statement.
The latest tie-up is an
extension of their existing
partnership to future-proof
the carmaker's digital
transformation. Leveraging
the MOVE platform, JLR's
upcoming medium-sized
SUVs built on the new
electric modular
architecture (EMA) will
seamlessly transition
between mobile networks
and operators, enabling
non-stop access to
personalised connected
services, such as media
streaming, it said. 
The platform will also
enable greater and more
secure data exchange
between JLR and its
customers' vehicles,
delivering more efficient
Software Over-the-air
(SOTA) updates and
supporting the rollout of
evolving Advanced Driver
Assistance Systems (ADAS),
it added.

Jaguar Land Rover, 
Tata Communications
strengthen partnership
for connected car tech

PTI n NEW DELHI

India and Oman are
holding the fifth round of

talks for a proposed free
trade agreement here to
boost bilateral economic
ties, an official said on
Tuesday.
The two-day talks started on
January 13, the official said.
The negotiations for the
agreement, officially dubbed
as Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA),
formally began in November
2023.  Oman is the third
largest export destination
among the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries.
According to the think tank
GTRI (Global Trade
Research Institute), Indian
goods worth USD 3.7 billion
like gasoline, iron and steel,
electronics, and machinery

will get a significant boost in
Oman, once both sides reach
a comprehensive free trade
agreement.

Currently, over 80 per cent
of its goods enter Oman at
an average of 5 per cent
import duties, a GTRI report

has said. Oman's import
duty ranges from 0 to 100
per cent, along with the
existence of specific duties.

A duty of 100 per cent is
applicable on specific meats,
wines and tobacco products.
India already has a similar
agreement with another
GCC member UAE which
came into effect in May
2022.
On the imports front, India's
merchandise imports from
Oman dipped to USD 4.5
billion from USD 7.9 billion
in 2022-23.
Key imports are petroleum
products and urea. These
account for over 70 per cent
of imports. Other key
products are propylene and
ethylene polymers, pet coke,
gypsum, chemicals, and iron
and steel.
The bilateral trade stood has
declined to USD 8.94 billion
in 2023-24 from USD 12.39
billion in 2022-23. India's
exports stood at USD 4.42
billion in the last fiscal.

India, Oman holding fifth round of talks for free trade agreement

Rupee recovers from record
low to settle eight paise higher
at 86.62 against US Dollar

PTI n MUMBAI

The rupee rebounded from
its lowest-ever level and

settled 8 paise higher at 86.62
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday as the
American currency retreated
from record high.
Some recovery in domestic
equity markets after the
release of macroeconomic
numbers also supported the
Indian currency even though
it remained under pressure
due to elevated crude oil
prices and continuous
outflow of foreign funds.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
86.57 and touched the intra-
day high of 86.45 before
closing for the day at 86.62
(provisional) against the
greenback, registering a gain
of 8 paise from its previous
close.
On Monday, the rupee logged
its steepest single-day fall in
nearly two years and ended
the session 66 paise down at
its historic low of 86.70
against the US dollar. The
currency's previous record
one-day fall of 68 paise was
witnessed on February 6,
2023.
The local unit has plunged
more than Re 1 in the past
two weeks from the closing
level of 85.52 on December
30. It had breached the 85-
per-dollar mark for the first
time on December 19, 2024.
The unit had depreciated 18
paise to settle at 86.04 against
the US dollar on Friday, a day
after registering a marginal
gain of 5 paise. In the
preceding back-to-back
sessions on Tuesday and
Wednesday, it had plunged 6
paise and 17 paise,
respectively. Anuj
Choudhary, Research Analyst
at Mirae Asset Sharekhan,
said the rupee recovered from
all-time lows on a slight

bounce back in the domestic
markets and a weak US dollar.
Cooling retail inflation and
easing dollar brought some
respite to the falling rupee, he
said, but added that the
Indian currency is expected
to remain weak as crude oil
prices continue to remain
elevated, raising inflationary
pressures.
"Traders may take cues from
PPI (producer price index)
data from US today and CPI
data from US tomorrow.
USD-INR spot price is
expected to trade in a range of
Rs 86.40 to Rs 86.85,"
Choudhary added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.39
per cent lower at 109.38.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, rose 0.10 per cent
to USD 81.09 per barrel in
futures trade.
In the domestic equity
market, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 169.62 points,
or 0.22 per cent, to settle at
76,499.63 points, while the
Nifty rose 90.10 points, or
0.39 per cent, to 23,176.05
points.
Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities
worth Rs 4,892.84 crore on
Monday.
Government data released on
Tuesday showed, wholesale
price inflation rose to 2.37 per
cent in December 2024, led by
a spike in manufactured
products even though prices
of food items eased.
Retail inflation, however,
declined to a four-month low
of 5.22 per cent in December
amid easing of prices in the
food basket, giving headroom
to the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to reduce the key
interest rate in upcoming
monetary policy reviews,
according to the data released
on Monday.

Government approves alternative payment
methods for rooftop solar installation
PTI n NEW DELHI

The Ministry of New &
Renewable Energy has

come out with new
guidelines, allowing two more
payment methods for the
installation of rooftop solar
system under PM-Surya
Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana.
The move will ensure
payment security as well as
the grant of subsidy to
households in case of
payments through Renewable
Energy Service Company
(RESCO) and utility-led
aggregation models.
The ministry has notified
scheme guidelines for
implementation of 'Payment
Security Mechanism'

component and 'Central
Financial Assistance'
component for RESCO
models/ utility-led
aggregation models under
PM-Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli
Yojana, an official statement
said.
Under this scheme, Rs 100
crore has been earmarked for
payment security mechanism
(PSM) for de-risking
investments in RESCO-based
grid-connected rooftop solar
models in residential sectors,
which may be supplemented
through other grants, funds
and sources after due
approval, the statement said.
Under the RESCO model,
third-party entities invest in
rooftop solar installations,

enabling consumers to pay
only for the electricity
consumed without bearing
the upfront costs.
Under the utility-led
aggregation (ULA) model,
power distribution companies
or state designated entities
install rooftop solar projects
on behalf of individual
households.
The ministry further clarified
that these guidelines are in
addition to the existing mode
of implementation
undertaken by consumers
(capex mode) through the
national portal and said these
alternative models will
supplement the national
portal-based implementation
of the scheme. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Weighing in on the 90-
hour workweek

controversy, ITC Ltd
Chairman Sanjiv Puri said
that it is more important for
the workers to be aligned to
the grander vision of the
company rather than the
number of hours put in.
Giving an analogy of many
workers building a castle, he
said, "If you ask a mason
what he is doing, he might
say he is laying a brick,
another might say he is
building a wall but some
might say he is building a
castle. 
It is that vision that workers
should have," he told PTI in
an interview.
Asked if he is saying that

mean if he would rather not
put a number to the work
hours at ITC, he said, "We
would not do that."

"We would rather like
people to be part of the
journey (of the company)
and feel passionately

involved and kind of feel the
urge amongst themselves to
make a difference to the
enterprise. That's how we
look at it".
The cigarettes-to-consumer
goods conglomerate allows
a flexible work
environment, including
work from home on two
days every week, he said.
ITC, he said, provides a lot
of flexibility in working.
"Also two days a week, you
can work from home," he
said.
"So it's not so much about,
you know, really monitoring
each individual's number of
hours. 
It's more about enabling
individuals, helping them to
actualise their potential, and
then reviewing what goals

people have achieved.
His comments follow a
controversy SN
Subrahmanyan, Chairman
and Managing Director of
India's largest engineering
and construction company
Larsen & Toubro Ltd,
sparked on social media
when he said employees
should work 90-hour a week
including on Sundays rather
than sit at home.
"I regret I am not able to
make you work on
Sundays," Subrahmanyan
said in an undated video of
his discussion with staff.
"What do you do sitting at
home? How long can you
stare at your wife, and how
long can the wife stare at the
husband."
The video, which was

circulated widely on social
media platforms X and
Linkedin, led to heated
debate about work-life
balance.
"I know that he
(Subrahmanyan) has been
debated a lot, but let me tell
you the philosophy with
which you look at it," Puri
said.
He then went on to explain
how empowering the
employees with the
company vision and goal
was important.
Vision, values and vitality
are what ITC is all about, he
added.
"So we put a lot of effort in
making sure that everybody
understands the vision of
the enterprise. 
We use a part of the vision

and want to contribute to
making the vision a reality. 
And we enable vitality by
our processes, by the
resources we provide, by
the freedom to act, that we
provide, the empowerment
that we provide, which are
very different and very
clear goals for individuals
to achieve, and these are
the primary things that we
look at," he said.
While Subrahmanyan's
comments sparked a heated
debate about work-life
balance in the country, a
Larsen & Toubro
spokesperson last week said
that the chairman's remarks
reflect the company's
"larger ambition".
"We believe this is India's
decade, a time demanding

collective dedication and
effort to drive progress and
realise our shared vision of
becoming a developed
nation," the company had
said in a statement.
L&T head's views drew
criticism from some peers
in the business community.
RPG Group Chairman
Harsh Goenka said longer
working hours was a recipe
for burnout and not
success.
Subrahmanyan's comments
followed Infosys co-
founder Narayana Murthy's
suggestion of a 70-hour
workweek and Adani
Group chairman Gautam
Adani's "biwi bhaag jayegi
(wife will run away)"
remark if one spent more
than eight hours at home.

ITC Chairman rejects 90-hour workweek, advocates for flexible work environment and employee empowerment
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PTI n MELBOURNE

Former world number one
Rohan Bopanna and his

new Colombian partner
Nicolas Barrientos bowed out
of the Australian Open men’s
doubles event with an
opening-round loss to the
Spanish team of Pedro
Martinez and Jaume Munar
here on Tuesday.
Bopanna and Barrientos went
down 5-7, 6-7 (5) in a match
that lasted close to two hours. 
The 14th-seeded Indo-
Colombian pair began on a
promising note but faltered in
crucial moments, allowing the
Spaniards to capitalise and
secure victory.
Bopanna and Barrientos got
off to a solid start, holding
serve comfortably in the initial
games.
However, the Spanish pair

gradually gained momentum,
showcasing consistency from
the baseline and tactical net
play.
The decisive moment came
late in the set when Martinez
and Munar earned a crucial
break to take the opener.
In a roller-coaster second set,
both the pairs pushed each

other to the limit.
Martinez and Munar first
cruised to a 5-3 lead and
appeared poised to close out
the match while serving for it.
However, Bopanna and
Barrientos staged a spirited
fightback, breaking their
opponents’ serve to level the
score at 5-5.

The set ultimately went to a
tie-break in which the
Spaniards kept their
composure, edging past the
14th seeds 7-5 to clinch the
match.
The 44-year-old Indian had
won the 2024 edition with his
Australian partner Matthew
Ebden. That historic victory
made Bopanna, who was 43 at
that time, the oldest man in
the Open Era to win a Grand
Slam title.
However, the Bopanna-Ebden
partnership concluded after
the Turin ATP Finals in
November last year leading to
his new pairing with
Barrientos.
Earlier, India’s top ranked
singles player Sumit Nagal also
made a first-round exit, losing
to world No.25 Tomas Machac
of the Czech Republic in
straight sets on Monday. 

PTI n OTTAWA

Former England captain
Casey Stoney said she’s

confident she can move
Canada past the drone
spying scandal that shook
the women’s national team at
the Olympics last summer. 
Stoney was named head
coach of Canada’s women on
Monday. She signed a three-
year contract with Canada
Soccer that runs through the
2027 Women’s World Cup,
with an option for 2028. 
Stoney takes over the
Canadian team from Bev
Priestman, who was fired in
the wake a drone
surveillance scandal at last
year’s Olympics. 
“It’s about now what we can
do moving forward, how we
can improve the team,”
Stoney said. “The team’s
done fantastic. I’m here to
just support, make it better
and make sure that the
players are completely
focused on what their job is,
which is to win football
matches.”
Stoney will formally take
over Canada ahead of next
month’s Pinatar Cup in
Spain.
She most recently coached
the San Diego Wave in the
National Women’s Soccer
League and was named the
league’s Coach of the Year in
2022, the team’s inaugural
season. She was dismissed by
the Wave last June in the
midst of a seven-game losing
streak
Kevin Blue, Canada Soccer
CEO and general secretary,
said the federation is

committed to learning from
the past so that mistakes
aren’t made going forward. 
“This sort of humble
approach about
understanding what
happened and learning from
it and then continuing a
agenda of change and reform
is something that the
federation is committed to,”
Blue said in a conference call
with reporters Monday
afternoon. “Hopefully
bringing in people obviously
like Casey, who is a world
class coach with a strong
values and character, is an
example of what we’re trying
to do.”
Stoney appeared in 130
games for England as a
player and was also captain
of the Britain squad at the
2012 London Olympics.
She played in three World
Cups for England and won
the bronze medal at the 2015
tournament in Canada. She
also played in three Women’s
European Championships.
“I think the fact that I played
18 years internationally
really helps me with the
players. I understand some
of the things they’ve been
through, some of the things
they’ve faced. I’ve faced them
in my own career,” Stoney
said. “I said to the players on
Saturday morning, `I’m a
players’ coach,’ but I have
trust in Kevin and the way
he’s leading this
organization. I know that
they’ve been through a
troubled past, but I wouldn’t
have took this job if I wasn’t
confident that it was moving
in the right direction.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The rising duo of Tanisha
Crasto and Dhruv Kapila
have sparked renewed hope

for India in mixed doubles
badminton with a series of strong
performances while enjoying
every bit of their journey
together.
Before the two joined hands post
the Paris Olympics, Jwala Gutta
and V Diju were India’s best
mixed doubles pair, achieving a
career-high world ranking of six.
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Ashwini Ponnappa also made
significant strides before parting
ways, with the former focusing
on men’s doubles alongside
Chirag Shetty.
“We played a couple of
tournaments before the Olympics
and saw a lot of potential in this
partnership. I think it was a good
decision for both of us to start
this journey together,” Tanisha
told PTI.
“Dhruv is a very talented mixed

doubles player. He has a great
understanding of the game, and I
enjoy playing upfront. It’s a
combination that works well and
makes us a dangerous pair.”
Tanisha and Dhruv on Tuesday
progressed to the second round
of the India Open Super 750
tournament with a 8-21 21-19 21-
17 win over Chinese Taipei’s
Chen Cheng Kuan and Hsu Yin-
Hui.
Interestingly, Tanisha, along with
Ishaan Bhatnagar, had made a
serious push for the Paris
Olympics before an unfortunate
injury derailed their plans.
“Sometimes, setbacks lead to
better opportunities. Mixed
doubles is my main focus now.
I’m not sure how long Ashwini
will continue playing, so I’m fully
focused on this event,” said
Tanisha, who competed in the
Paris Games last summer.
The duo had finished runner-up
at Syed Modi Super 300
tournament last December and
climbed 13 places to reach world

number 56. They also reached the
semifinals of couple of Super 100
events in Vietnam and Guwahati
last year.
Both Tanisha and Dhruv are
seasoned players with notable
success at the highest level, albeit
with different partners in
women’s and men’s doubles.
Dhruv, known for his mixed
doubles style even in his junior
days, initially played men’s
doubles with MR Arjun, with
some success.
However, an injury to Arjun led
Dhruv to refocus on mixed
doubles.
“I wasn’t fully into mixed doubles
initially because I didn’t have a
partner, and everyone else was
already paired up. Arjun and I
were playing well, but eventually,
I decided to concentrate on one
discipline,” Dhruv said. 
“Unfortunately, Arjun got
injured, but he’s fine now and
playing with Vishnu.”
The return of renowned
Malaysian coach Tan Kim Her

has further boosted their
confidence.
“He’s been a great help to both
Dhruv and me,” Tanisha said. 
“He understands our weaknesses
and helps us work on them
together. It’s very comfortable
talking to him, and he helps us
refine our game, both
individually and as a pair. It’s
been really beneficial for us.”
As for filling the void left by
Jwala-Diju, both Tanisha and
Dhruv are cautious but
optimistic.
“We need to improve further. We
can’t set expectations too high
just yet,” Dhruv said.
“Our focus is on this year. We’re
taking it step by step -- starting
with performing well in Super
500 and 700 events. 
“We aim to reach the quarter-
finals and semi-finals. We’re not
there yet, but we’re learning from
every tournament, and our short-
term goal is continuous
improvement over the next few
months.”

Tanisha, Dhruv revive India’s hopes in mixed doubles with strong performances

Bopanna, Barrientos make first-round exit
from Australian Open men’s doubles event

PTI n PARIS

Some of the medals from
the Paris Olympics seem to

be quickly losing their shine. 
The French mint told The
Associated Press on Tuesday
that it is replacing a number
of medals from the 2024 Paris
Games and Paralympics after
athletes complained that they
have already deteriorated —
with some posting pictures
on social media. 
The Monnaie de Paris
declined to say how many
medals have been returned,
but French website La Lettre
put the number at over 100.
Contacted by the AP, the
French Olympic committee
and the IOC also would not
reveal figures. 
In total, the French mint
produced 5,084 medals for
the Paris Olympic and
Paralympic Games.
“The Monnaie de Paris has
taken the issue of damaged
medals very seriously since
the first exchange requests in
August, and has mobilized its
internal teams,” the French
mint said. 
“Since then, the company has
modified and optimized its
relative varnishing process.
The Monnaie de Paris will
replace all damaged medals at
the athletes’ request during
the first quarter of 2025.”
Parisian jewelry house
Chaumet designed the
medals, which were part of
the Games’ lasting legacy. A
hexagonal, polished chunk of
iron taken from the iconic
Eiffel Tower was embedded
in each gold, silver and
bronze medal. 

But concerns about their
quality emerged before the
Games had even ended last
summer when American
skateboarder Nyjah Huston
posted a video showing how
quickly his bronze medal had
deteriorated. Many other
athletes have since also
complained.
French swimmers Yohann
Ndoye-Brouard and Clément
Secchi recently posted images
of their medals on social
media, describing them as
looking like “crocodile skin,”
or dating back to 1924.
The IOC told the AP that
Paris organizers are in
contact with the national
Olympic committees of the
athletes concerned. It
confirmed that the
replacement process will start
in the coming weeks, and that
the French mint is working
with Paris organizers to
understand the
circumstances and cause of
any damage. 
“Damaged medals will be
systematically replaced by the
Monnaie de Paris and
engraved in an identical way
to the originals,” the IOC
said.
The iron pieces embedded in
the center of the Olympic
medals each weigh 18 grams
(about two-thirds of an
ounce).
They were cut from girders
and other bits that were
swapped out of the Eiffel
Tower during renovations
and stored for safekeeping,
according to Joachim Roncin,
head of design at the Paris
Games organizing
committee.

PTI n NEW DELHI

For teenage kho kho players
from England, Jaian Saunders

and Anya Shah, the traditional
Indian sport is not just a means to
win medals and popularise the
game back home but also a way to
remain connected to their roots
here.
Indian-origin players Jalan and
Anya are part of the 30-member
England contingent touring India
for the Kho Kho World Cup and
say their adopted country has a
competitive structure to rival
India, a powerhouse of the sport.
Jaian, 16, took up the sport
because of his grounding in
athletics. An accomplished 200m
runner, he finished fourth in the
U17 age-group national athletics
championship and missed making
the England team.
But kho kho provided him another
opportunity to remain connected
with sports.
“I developed a liking for kho kho
through my Oshwal community. It

gave me the opportunity to play in
the nationals. I made it to the
England trials from the nationals,
following which I was scouted by
coaches. 
“I think, my sporty background,
being an athletes and a sprinter,
helped me in kho kho,” said the
teenager, proudly informing that
his team had beaten Germany in
the opening match of the World
Cup at the IG Stadium.
Jaian, whose grandparents moved
to the UK from Gujarat, said
England has a well-established
structure, which is helping kho
kho prosper.
He said that the sport is played in
almost all the top universities in
the country and players,
predominantly Indians, number in
thousands.
“We have a very competitive
structure. We have communities
playing the sport in almost every
part of England... London,
Leicester, to name a few.”
Jaian comes from the Oshwal
community, which has 10 players

in the World Cup contingent.
“The Kho Kho Federation of
England hosts the nationals once a
year in September. From there we

get scouted for the England trials
and the deserving players are then
selected to the England team,” said
Jaian, adding that the team

comprises mostly of Indians and
Nepalese settled in England,
besides some English players as
well.

“I suppose 70 percent of the
players are Indian origin and the
rest are from different
backgrounds. But they are all born
in England,” said Jaian, whose
younger sister too wants to play
kho kho competitively.
Anya stated playing kho kho when
she was nine years old and said
that at 17 she feels she has been
playing for ages.
“I am 17 years old now. I took up
the sport when I was nine, so have
been playing it for quite some
time,” said Anya, whose team beat
Australia in the World Cup
opener.
“I got inspired seeing my Indian
friends playing the sport in the
community. I thought let’s give it a
try and I really enjoyed it. My
parent and grand parents moved
to England from Jamnagar in
Gujarat,” said Anya, who too is
from the Oshwal community and
got selected into the England side
through the national trials.
While she cannot put a number on
how many kho kho players are

there in England, but said they
would be in thousands.
“I have no idea how many women
play kho kho in the country but we
play the game all over the country.
It could be in thousands. It is
community and university-based.
Even the top five universities in
the UK play kho kho,” she said.
One of the major reasons for the
sport becoming popular in
England is the ease of playing it,
said Anya.
“It’s easy, it’s a fun game with very
little equipment required. Besides,
social media has played a huge
role in popularising it. We are the
first national kho kho team from
England and we feel we are the big
stating names,” said the
Economics and Physical
Education student.
She hoped that with kho kho’s
popularity growing in the country,
the country will have better
equipment in future.
“We are not there yet, but
hopefully next year we will have
that equipment.”

Indian community playing big role in popularising kho kho in England

Some Paris Olympic athletes
ask for medals to be replaced
after quickly deteriorating

PTI n NEW DELHI

Once a formidable force in
world badminton, star

Thai shuttler Ratchanok
Intanon believes her on-
court wizardry and
handwork is a “god’s gift”
and she will continue to
nurture her skills despite the
challenges that come with
aging. 
With the years catching up,
Intanon’s focus has shifted
towards staying fit. She is
eyeing a medal at the Asian
Games and a spot in the top-
8 of the world rankings.
Intanon is part of a golden
generation of players,
including PV Sindhu,
Carolina Marin, and Tai Tzu
Ying, all of whom are in the
twilight of their careers but
are trying to find a second
wind. 
The 29-year-old, a 2013
world champion, has faced
setbacks in recent years, but
her resilience shines
through. After struggling for
form, she marked a solid
comeback by reaching the
semifinals of the Malaysia
Open—her first appearance
at a Super 1000 event since
June 2023. 
On Tuesday, Intanon showed
she’s still a force to be
reckoned with, cruising into

the second round of the
India Open Super 750 with a
convincing 21-13, 21-15 win
over Japan’s Nozomi
Okuhara, who herself is
recovering from an injury
and searching for past glory.
“I failed in the Olympic
Games, but I have to rise
again,” Intanon admitted,
reflecting on her quarterfinal
exit from the Paris Olympics. 
“I try not to think too much
and just focus on getting
back to my fitness. I know it’s
hard, especially as I get older
with each passing year. But I
do my best to take care of
myself,” she told PTI. 
“I trust my technical skills
and my handwork, and I
push harder to improve my
fitness. Since last week, it’s

been getting better, and I’m
happy with my performance
now.”
I still feel like I’m 18
While Intanon might be in
the final stretch of her
illustrious career, her
approach to the sport
remains youthful. 
“Everything feels different
now,” she says. 
“Badminton is something
I’ve been playing since I was
very young, so it becomes
automatic. But the mental
side also requires training,
and for me, I put extra focus
on my fitness. As it improves,
my handwork becomes
automatic again.”I still feel
young, like I’m 18 years old. I
know all the other players are
strong, but I try to change

my mindset and not think
I’m too old or too slow. If I
want to keep playing, I have
to push harder and aim to get
back into the top-8. That’s
my goal for this year.”
Her immediate focus is the
Asian Games, where she is
determined to bag her first
individual medal. 
“I’m mainly focused on the
next two years because my
target is the Asian Games. I
want to achieve a medal
there, that’s my main goal. As
for the next Olympic Games,
I’m unsure about my fitness,
but I’ll keep working hard
and taking care of myself,”
she shared.
While the younger
generation is fast emerging,
Intanon believes experience
still gives them an edge. 
“It depends on mentality and
whether you feel ready. If you
want to continue, you have to
give it 100%. I don’t want to
just play without a goal. I’m
aiming to get back to the
top,” she said.
“My friends, like Tai Tzu or
Sindhu, are also recovering.
Carolina Marin is still in her
recovery phase, so I hope
they all get better, and we can
continue playing against
each other. That would be
very exciting for all of us,”
she added.

Ratchanok Intanon eyes Asian Games medal

Canada football appoints
former England captain Casey
Stoney as head women’s coach



now. As captain of Kolkata
Knight Riders in 2012, he had
dropped Brendon McCullum
from the playing XI for the IPL
final against CSK.
“He has come here to
dismantle the superstar
culture and that’s what has
caused discomfort for some
playing members,” a source,
who has seen Gambhir’s
functioning closely, said.
He cited another instance

from his Delhi playing days to
explain Gambhir’s mindset.
“Once, as Delhi Ranji captain,
Gambhir decided that they
will play home matches at the
Roshanara Ground in Delhi
North-West where the pitches
were green-top.
“But one huge superstar, who
was also out of the Indian
team, wanted to play the
games at the Jamia Milia
Islamia ground, which was
closer to his south Delhi
residence. Gambhir turned
him down. Similarly, in the
Indian team, he doesn’t want
star culture to breed,” the
person added.
It is learnt that the head coach
was not pleased with how
some star players gave specific
demands about hotels and
practice timings during the
tour of Australia. But, on the
other side, senior players have
felt a lack of communication
from his end.
Selection committee’s take
Amid this ongoing tussle is the

view of the national selection
committee, which does not
want the head coach to have
too much of a say in selection
matters. A former selector said
Gambhir has shown shades of
mercurial former coach Greg
Chappell in his approach.
The Australian, who came
amid much fanfare, left in
chaos after developing
differences with senior players
over his training methods.
“Either you be like a Ravi
Shastri, who would be media-
friendly, give those sound bites
propping up players making
them look like alpha males,”
said the former selector, who
toured a lot during Shastri’s
tenure as coach.
“Or be like Rahul Dravid,
Gary Kirsten or John Wright,
who would remain aloof,
letting the players hog the
limelight.
“The ‘Chappell Way’ doesn’t
work in India. Gambhirs or
Shastris or Dravids will go but
players will stay,” he added.
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PTI n SYDNEY

Star Australian batter Steve
Smith has described the

elusive 10,000-run mark in
Tests as a “different beast”
after falling just one run
short of touching it at his
home ground of Sydney in
the fifth and final game
against India during which
the milestone weighed
heavily on his mind.
Smith needed 38 runs to
achieve the landmark but
managed 37 during the game
that Australia won by six
wickets to reclaim the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
after more than a decade. 
“I don’t read too much into
stats and stuff, but, 10,000 is a
bit of a different beast,” Smith
told ‘SEN 1170 Breakfast’.
‘It probably was (on my
mind), to be honest.
Normally I sort of don’t buy

into any of that stuff, but pre-
game, I was doing lots of
media because I was
approaching that mark.”
The ‘number 38’ played on
his mind in such a way that
Smith joked he would forever
associate it with Josh
Hazlewood, whose jersey
number is 38.
“I knew I needed 38, and all I
could actually picture trying

to sleep at night was the back
of Josh Hazlewood’s shirt
because he’s number 38
(laughs). It’s strange like that,
isn’t it?
“It was probably playing on
my mind more than any
other game that I’ve played,
to be honest.
“But, it is what it is,
fortunately, we were able to
win that game in the end, so

it didn’t really matter,” he
said.Australia will next tour
Sri Lanka for a two-match
Test series beginning in Galle
on January 29 and Smith
hopes to do it on day one of
the series itself if Australia
get to bat first.
“It would have been great to
have been able to do it in
Sydney in front of all my
friends and family because
you’re joining a pretty elite
group there I suppose, but it
wasn’t to be.
“As a kid, I never would have
dreamt of that, I dreamt to
play cricket for Australia and
have a career playing for
Australia, but to have been
able to get to this mark, it’s a
dream come true in a way,” he
added.
Smith would become the
15th overall and only fourth
Australian Test player ever to
achieve the landmark. 

PTI n CAPE TOWN

MI Cape Town returned to
winning ways with a

comprehensive 33-run victory
over neighbours Paarl Royals
in their first home match of the
season in Betway SA20 here.
Newlands, which was filled to
capacity for MI Cape Town’s
first home game of Season 3,
delivered a near-perfect all-
round performance to clinch
the win here on Monday.
New signing Reeza Hendricks
led the way with the bat with
his first half-century for home
side. His 59 off 37 balls
provided the foundation for

the team to post a formidable
172/7.
Hendricks was ably supported
by Rassie van der Dussen (43
off 33 balls). The pair shared a
78-run partnership off 54 balls
before the in-form Delano
Potgieter smashed another 18-
ball 29 to provide the late
innings momentum.
The Royals’ chase began
positively with Joe Root (26)
and Lhuan-dre Pretorius (26)
smashing 38 runs in just the
three overs.
However, the introduction of
Kagiso Rabada into the attack
reaped immediate rewards
with the fast bowler dismissing
both Root and Pretorius within
a couple of overs of each other.
Both were wicket maiden overs
from Rabada.
The Royals never recovered
from the double blow with MI
Cape Town’s spin twins George
Linde and Rashid Khan adding
to their woes.

10,000-run milestone is different beast and
played on my mind during India series: Smith

SA20: MI Cape Town
beats Paarl Royals

PTI n RAJKOT

Adominant India will fancy
their chances of

completing a clean sweep of
the women’s ODI series against
Ireland in the third and final
match here on Wednesday,
having recorded two
convincing wins in the
preceding games.
With another power-packed
batting performance, the
Indian team will be aiming to
continue their impressive run
and finish on a high note.
Pratika Rawal, after scoring
her third half-century in just
four innings, will be eager to
translate her start into a
maiden hundred.
Her blistering opening
partnerships with skipper
Smriti Mandhana have been
the biggest takeaway of the
series.
The duo added 156 runs for
the first wicket in their
previous outing, marking their
third century-plus stand in five

innings.
Mandhana’s consistency at the
top continues to be a major
highlight for India as the
flamboyant left-hander has
carried on her form across
formats from the West Indies
series.
Harleen Deol, who initially
struggled for momentum,
found her rhythm later in the
innings, scoring an important
89. 
Thanks to Jemimah Rodrigues,
who displayed patience and
composure before accelerating
in the final stages of the
innings, India smashed their

highest-ever ODI total of 370/5
in the last game.
Promoted to No. 4 in
Harmanpreet Kaur’s absence,
Rodrigues showed maturity
after getting a reprieve on 34,
and it took her just 28 balls to
reach her second fifty.
“It was an added
responsibility... Initially I
showed a lot of patience, which
was again a big positive for me
because it was important for
me to spend time there to get
those runs,” Rodrigues said.
“And you know, I was getting
the runs. But I was not
spending enough time to make

it bigger. So I was happy I could
do that today.”
Seasoned batter Tejal Hasanbis
also made a fine comeback
with an unbeaten fifty in the
opening ODI.
In the absence of big hitters
like Shafali Verma and Kaur,
who has been rested, the series
also highlighted the
performance of the emerging
talents with Pratika making the
most of it.
India’s bowling though has
raised some concerns, as the
team has struggled to take
wickets consistently in home
conditions and allowed Ireland
to post 254/7 in pursuit of 371.
While India are missing
Renuka Singh, the injury to
Pooja Vastrakar has
compounded their misery.
Deepti Sharma, who played in
her 100th ODI in the last
match, has been the standout
bowler with four wickets at
19.50, while the likes of Priya
Mishra, Sayali Satghare, Titas
Sadhu have not been able to

impress. The Irish batting has
largely revolved around the
trio of skipper Gaby Lewis,
Christina Coulter-Reilly, and
Leah Paul, each of whom has
posted a half-century.
However, the Irish fielding has
been a cause for concern with
the team conceding
unnecessary runs.
Teams (from):
India: Smriti Mandhana (C),
Deepti Sharma (VC), Pratika
Rawal, Harleen Deol, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Uma Chetry (wk),
Richa Ghosh (wk), Tejal
Hasabnis, Raghvi Bist, Minnu
Mani, Priya Mishra, Tanuja
Kanwer, Titas Sadhu, Saima
Thakor, Sayali Satghare.
Ireland: Gaby Lewis (C), Ava
Canning, Christina Coulter
Reilly, Alana Dalzell, Laura
Delany, Georgina Dempsey,
Sarah Forbes, Arlene Kelly,
Joanna Loughran, Aimee
Maguire, Leah Paul, Orla
Prendergast, Una Raymond-
Hoey, Freya Sargent, Rebecca
Stokell.

India aim for clean sweep in final women’s ODI vs Ireland

PTI n DUBAI

India pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah was on
Tuesday named ICC Men’s

Player of the Month for
December 2024 after his
sensational performance
during the recent tour of
Australia for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy.
Leading India’s attack single-
handedly, Bumrah
relentlessly kept Australian
batsmen under intense
pressure, claiming 22 wickets
in three Tests in December
last year at an outstanding
average of 14.22. 
He ended with 32 wickets in
the five-match series which
concluded on January 5. The
first match was played in
November. 
His match-winning
contributions included a
nine-wicket haul in Brisbane
and a five-wicket display in
Melbourne as he edged out
Australian skipper Pat
Cummins and South African
Dane Paterson for the award,
stated the ICC.
He also reached a significant
milestone, becoming the first

bowler to take 200 Test
wickets at an average below
20.

Bumrah’s brilliance was
evident from the very start,
with a standout performance

in Adelaide. His four-wicket
haul was instrumental in
minimising Australia’s lead in

the first innings, keeping
India within striking
distance.

He followed this up with a
sensational display in
Brisbane, where his six
wickets in the first innings
dismantled Australia’s batting
order. Bumrah added three
more scalps in the second
innings to complete a nine-
wicket match haul.
His efforts ensured the rain-
affected match ended in a
draw, keeping India alive in
the series.
The Boxing Day Test in
Melbourne saw Bumrah
deliver yet another stellar
performance.
He picked up four wickets in
the first innings, providing a
rare bright spot in an
otherwise lacklustre bowling
effort by the Indian team.
He then secured a five-wicket
haul in the second innings,
bowling Australia out for 234.
Despite his heroics, India’s
batting faltered, resulting in a
184-run defeat.
India lost the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy 1-3. In a
challenging tour for the
Indian team, Bumrah
emerged as the lone warrior,
earning him the Player of the
Series Award. 

Bumrah named ICC Men’s Player of Month for December 2024

PTI n NEW DELHI

Gautam Gambhir’s position
as head coach will be

“revaluated” on the basis of
India’s Champions Trophy
performance next month amid
concerns that there is
discontent in the dressing
room due to his push to end
the long-prevalent “superstar
culture” in the team.
Since Gambhir took over in
July last year, the Indian team
has lost six out of 10 Tests and
also a bilateral ODI series in
Sri Lanka.
The results have left Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma’s
international future in
significant disarray thanks to
their own poor form.
But Gambhir’s position has
also become slightly shaky.
Adding to the drama is his
speculated rift with prominent
players during the Border-
Gavaskar Test series in
Australia which India lost 1-3.
“If India doesn’t do well in the
Champions Trophy, the head
coach’s position could become
untenable. Yes, his contract
runs till the 2027 World Cup

but the process of evaluation
continues.
“Sport is result-oriented and
till now, Gambhir hasn’t given
any tangible results,” a senior
BCCI source told PTI on
conditions of anonymity.
There has already been a
review of the team’s
performance in Australia by
the BCCI. It is understood that
Gambhir and senior players
aren’t on the same page on the
issue of team culture.
“Gambhir wants to end the
superstar culture that has been
prevalent for so many years

PTI n SRINAGAR

Down to 10 men in the
very first minute of the

match, Real Kashmir FC held
fort to settle for a 2-2 draw
with Sreenidi Deccan FC in a
crucial I-League clash that
had everything from penalties
and goals to a red card here
on Tuesday.
Sreenidi Deccan took the lead
twice in the match through
Faysal Shayesteh (2nd
minute) and Angel Orelien
(15th) only to see Real
Kashmir’s Paulo Cezar (4th)
and Muhammad Hammad
(22nd) scoring timely
equalisers. 
Real Kashmir’s Cameroonian
recruit Aminou Bouba was
shown the red card in less
than a minute.
The draw meant Real
Kashmir occupy the eighth
spot in the table with 10
points from eight games. 
Sreenidi Deccan, on the other
hand, also have the same
number of points after
playing an identical number
of matches but they see
themselves at ninth spot
because of an inferior goal
difference.
The match got off to an
intense start when Bouba was
dismissed for a foul inside the
penalty area, leading to
Shayesteh converting a
penalty in the second minute
to put Sreenidi Deccan ahead. 
Contrary to expectations, the
10-man Real Kashmir side
did not retreat but responded
swiftly. In the fourth minute,
a cleverly taken short corner

allowed Lalramsanga to assist
Cezar, whose precise header
restored parity.
Undeterred by the setback,
Sreenidi Deccan regained the
lead in the 15th minute.
Following a series of passes
that dissected the Kashmir
defence, Orelien found
himself with space to unleash
a fierce shot that found the
net, demonstrating the
attacking prowess of the
Deccan Warriors.
The persistent spirit of Real
Kashmir shone through yet
again as they equalised for the
second time in the 22nd
minute. 
From a well-placed
Lalramsanga free-kick, the
Sreenidi Deccan keeper
managed only a partial
clearance, and Hammad was
on hand to pounce on the
rebound, driving the ball
home to level the scores.
As the match progressed,
both teams had opportunities
to clinch the win. Sreenidi
Deccan, inspired by their
recent comeback victory
against Aizawl FC, pushed
hard.
Vanlalremdika struck the
woodwork, and Munoz’s
header was brilliantly saved
by the Real Kashmir
goalkeeper, who also denied
Orelien’s long-range effort
that rattled the crossbar.
Despite playing with a man
less for virtually the entire
match, Real Kashmir’s
defence stood resilient,
managing to hold off Sreenidi
Deccan’s late surges to ensure
the points were shared. 

Real Kashmir FC hold fort
against Sreenidi Deccan FC

Gambhir’s position as head coach to revaluated post Champions Trophy

PTI n MUMBAI

Embattled India captain
Rohit Sharma practised

with the Mumbai team here
on Tuesday as the side geared
up for the resumption of
Ranji Trophy from January 23
but there was no clarity on
whether he would play for the
side in its upcoming fixture.
The 37-year-old, who
endured a horror run with
the bat in the national team’s
tour of Australia recently,
took part in a morning
practice session which lasted
a couple of hours at the
Wankhede stadium here.
“As is the process and routine
owing to the gaps between
tournaments, the
management speaks with the
players about their
availability,” a Mumbai
Cricket Association official
told PTI.
“Rohit will also be
approached around the time
of selection for the Ranji
Trophy game against Jammu

and Kashmir from January
23,” he added when asked
about Rohit’s availability for
the clash.
Rohit batted with Mumbai
stalwart and his India
teammate Ajinkya Rahane
during the session.
His participation in the
match may not be clear yet
but it is learnt that Rohit will
continue to practice with the
team. 
The past few weeks have been
tumultuous for Rohit.
He managed just 31 runs
across three Tests during his
time Down Under and was
forced to drop himself from

the series-deciding fifth and
final Test in Sydney due to his
poor form.
Rohit handed over the
leadership duties to Jasprit
Bumrah in that game,
sparking widespread
speculations about his future.
However, in an interview to
the host broadcaster of the
series, Rohit asserted that he
was not going anywhere.
Despite his future as a red-
ball cricketer hanging by a
thread, Rohit attended a
review meeting on Sunday to
assess the team’s
performance.
He was joined by head coach
Gautam Gambhir and BCCI’s
new secretary Devajit Saikia
during the deliberations.
Mumbai will play their match
against J&K at the MCA-BKC
ground and the game holds
significance as far as
advancing to the knockouts is
concerned. Rohit last played
for Mumbai in a Ranji game
way back in 2015 against
Uttar Pradesh. 

Struggling Rohit trains with Mumbai
team ahead of Ranji resumption


