Follow us on:

Published From: HYDERABAD DELHI LUCKNOW BHOPAL RAIPUR CHANDIGARH BHUBANESWAR RANCHI DEHRADUN VIJAYAWADA

[5] @TheDailyPioneer i facebook.com/dailypioneer

HYDERABAD, FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 2025; PAGES 12 34

www.dailypioneer.com

Established 1864

RNI No. TELENG/2018/76469

*LATE CITY VOL. 7 ISSUE 96
*Air Surcharge Extra if Applicable

Stay united for ‘viksit

‘INGLUSIV

GROWTH KEY PILLAR OF
a INDIA’S ECONOMIC BLUEPRI|

DONT MISS...

Anti-drug rallyto
promote awareness

Nizam College on Thursday hosted
an Anti-Drug Rally organised by
the National Service Scheme
(NSS) and National Cadet Corps
(NCC) students to create
awareness about the dangers of
drug abuse. The rally was
inaugurated by Nizam College
Principal Professor AV Rajasekhar,
who emphasized the importance of
eradicating social evils and
unhealthy habits, particularly
among the youth. Addressing the
gathering, Professor Rajasekhar
called for collective responsibility
among faculty, staff and students
to ensure that substances...
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R-Day to showcase
military prowess

Some of the cutting-edge defence
platforms including BrahMos,
Pinaka and Akash will be part of
the 76th Republic Day celebrations
on Kartavya Path with Army’s
Battle Surveillance System 'Sanjay’
and DRDO’s surface-to-surface
tactical missile ’Pralay’ set to be
showcased in the ceremonial
parade for the first time, officials
said on Thursday. India will display
its military prowess and vibrant
culture heritage on the majestic
boulevard here on January 26, and
the flypast will feature 40 IAF
aircraft and three...
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Industry wants steps
topropel growth

With Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman preparing to present
the first full Budget of the Modi 3.0
government, industry players from
various fields have put forth their
demands for raising income tax
limits, taking measures for more
job creation, and further improving
doing business to propel growth.
The industry is hopeful that the
government will announce a slew
of measures to boost consumption
by ensuring more money in the
hands of people, boosting capital
expenditure, giving relief to the
housing sector...

India batting stars
disappoint

The high-profile return of India’s
stars in Ranji Trophy ended up as
a damp squib with the likes of
Rohit Sharma, Rishabh Pant and
Shubman Gill falling cheaply on
Thursday, unable to click in the
face of some hostile bowling on
the opening day of their respective
matches across different venues.
Veteran all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja was the only one who
stood out among the battery of
Indian stars as he took a five-
wicket haul for Saurashtra to
dismiss Pant’s Delhi for 188 on a
Rajkot turner...
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Rising TG shines at Davos

PNS B HYDERABAD

The TelanganaRising delegation,
led by Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, concluded its highly success-
ful trip to Davos with a ground-
breaking investment haul of Rs
1,78,950 crore, which is projected to
create 49,500 jobs across multiple
sectors in Telangana.

The largest individual invest-
ments included Rs 60,000 crore
from Amazon (AWS), Rs 45,500
crore from Sun Petrochemicals, Rs
15,000 crore each from Tillman
Global Holdings and Megha
Engineering, among others. These
investments reflect a strong vote of
confidence in the state's economic
environment.

Tech giants played a pivotal role
in the job creation surge, with
Hyderabad emerging as a major
hub. Software majors like HCL
(5,000 jobs), Infosys (17,000 jobs),
and Wipro (5,000 jobs) committed
to expanding their presence in the
state, further cementing Telangana’s
dominance in the IT sector.

Data centres were a key focus,

A highlight of the trip was Chief Minister Revanth Reddy’s
presentation of his TelanganaRising 2050 vision, which found
strong endorsement among global investors, entrepreneurs, and
policymakers. “Building on core strengths in software and
pharma, Telangana will grow aggressively in Data Centres, Green
Energy, Food Processing, Electric Vehicles, and Semiconductors,”
he stated, emphasizing the state’s ambition to be a key player in
the post-Covid “China Plus One” strategy.

attracting investments from
Amazon, Tillman, Usra, CrtlS, and
Sify, signaling a significant leap in
infrastructure development.
Cutting-edge sectors such as solar
cell manufacturing, UAVs, aircraft
interior design, and rocket manufac-
turing also saw substantial traction.
Defense investments by Jindal fur-
ther underscored the strategic
appeal of Telangana's industrial
policies.

Continued on Page 2

QUOTE OF THE DAY
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What’s wrong if former chief
minister K Chandrasekhar Rao’s
photo is in my camp office? BRS
chief KCR developed the state and
what's wrong if | place his photo?
Are we doing burglary? This is my
house and | have the right to

stay with my family. It is
an official house. If | like
it, I'll place Revanth
Reddy’s photo, if not, |
won’t. | was in touch
with six to seven chief
ministers in my

political career

- Gudem Mahipal Reddy,
Congress Patancheruvu MLA

Telangana to expedite
inter-state Lendi Project

Focuses on early completion

PNS ® HYDERABAD

The Telangana government has inten-
sified its efforts to expedite the com-
pletion of the Lendi Project, an
inter-state irrigation initiative that
promises significant benefits for both
Telangana and Maharashtra.
Telanganas Irrigation and Civil
Supplies Minister, Captain N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy, emphasized the
importance of the project during a
review meeting with a Congress del-
egation from Maharashtra, led by
Nanded MP Ravindra Chavan.

Speaking on the occasion, Uttam
Kumar Reddy highlighted that the
Lendi Project, initiated in 1984 with
an estimated cost of Rs 2,183.88 crore,
has the potential to bring 38,573.15
acres in Telangana and 27,710.39
acres in Maharashtra under cultiva-
tion. He reiterated the Telangana gov-
ernment’s commitment to complet-
ing the project, which will benefit
farmers in both states by enhancing
irrigation facilities.

The minister outlined the current
progress of the project, noting that
Telangana and Maharashtra have
collectively spent Rs 1,040.87 crore so
far. About 70% of the earthen dam
work and 80% of the spillway con-
struction have been completed, while
canal works are ongoing. Plans have
also been prepared to supply water
through underground pipelines to
address local irrigation needs.

However, Reddy acknowledged
that the project faced hurdles due to
land acquisition issues, leading to its
suspension in 2011. Efforts are now
underway to resolve these challenges
and resume construction. The
Telangana government is formulat-
ing strategies to complete the earth-
work within the riverbed and accel-
erate the project’s progress.

The minister assured that under
the agreement between the two
states, the project is expected to be
completed by the end of next year. He
stressed the importance of inter-state
cooperation to ensure the project’s
timely completion for the benefit of
farmers in both regions.

The delegation from Maharashtra,
including former MLA Hanumanth
Rao Patil and Congress leaders
Suresh Panditwar, Subhash Bad,
Vakidishwar, Dinesh Awaj, and
Sandeep Patil, expressed their sup-
port for the project and discussed
strategies to overcome existing chal-
lenges.

‘INHUMANE AND UNJUST’

Harish slams pension
deduction for property tax

PNS m HYDERABAD

property taxes by their sons. Such
decisions by the government and

Former minister Harish Rao officials are tearing families apart,”

expressed strong resentment
over the deduction ofold- .-~
age pensions to cover - r
pending property
taxes in Mancherial /'
district, terming it r
inhumane and !
unjust. Harish criti- \
cized the practice of *
halting ~ pensions ™
meant for elderly indi- "
viduals when their family ~
members fail to pay property
taxes.

S~

5 31

Harish Rao said, adding that
_ it is unreasonable to
\\ expect elderly people to
'\, sustain themselves if
. even their small pen-
‘. sion amount is redi-
i rected.
He slammed the
./ Congress government
% /" for failing to fulfill its
promise of providing Rs.

2 } 4,000 per month as pension

and instead resorting to taking

away the current Rs. 2,000 pensions

“It is cruel and unfair to deduct under the guise of property tax dues.

pensions from the elderly for unpaid

Continued on Page 2

SCtotakeup Krishna
Water disputein Feb

The Supreme Court has announced
that it will take up the petition filed
by the Andhra Pradesh government
regarding the Krishna water allocation
dispute between Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana in February. A bench
comprising Justice Suryakant and
Justice Koteshwar Singh made this
decision after the AP government
raised the matter in the court. The
issue stems from the Krishna
Tribunal's distribution of water among
the three states before the bifurcation
of Andhra Pradesh in 2014. In
Qctober 2023, the Centre issued a
notification to address the water-shar-
ing dispute between Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. The TG government,
citing the fact that the river flows pre-
dominantly through its territory,
approached the Tribunal, requesting
a 70% share of the river's waters.

‘What’s wrong in placmg KBR’s photo in office’

PNS B HYDERABAD

BRS MLA from Patancheru, who
joined the Congress party, Gudem
Mahipal Reddy, asked what was
wrong in placing former chief min-
ister K Chandrasekhar Rao's photo in
his office.

He said that KCR is a former chief
minister and developed the State. So,
what's wrong if his photo is placed
inhis office? Mahipal Reddy said that
he will place the photo he wished in
his house. Are we doing burglary?

Their thoughts are foolish. This is my
house and T have the right to stay with
my family. It is an official house."

"If Ilike, I'll place Revanth Reddy's
photo, if not, I won't," he said. "T was
in touch with six to seven chief min-
isters in my political career,” he added.

Mabhipal Reddy made these com-
ments after the attack on his camp
office by his rival Kata Srinivas Goud's
faction. Mahipal Reddy also said that
he will not keep quiet if his rival fac-
tion attacks his office. He said that they
will retaliate in this regard.

Slot system mooted 1n stamps,
registration to tackle graft

PNS W HYDERABAD

In an effort to eliminate corruption
and streamline operations, the
Telangana government is set to
introduce a slot booking system in
the Stamps and Registration depart-
ment.

The government plans to imple-
ment the slot booking system to
ensure transparency and efficiency.
Under this system, citizens must
book slots in advance, reducing the
scope for corruption and easing the
workload of sub-registrar oftices.

Additionally, extra staff will be
deployed in offices with high regis-
tration volumes.

Currently, Telangana has 141

sub-registrar offices handling non-
agricultural property registrations
and mandal revenue offices manag-
ing agricultural land registrations.
On average, the department process-
es over 5,000 non-agricultural and
2,500 agricultural registrations daily.
Each sub-registrar is expected to
handle about 30 documents per day
without pressure, but nearly 40
offices regularly exceed this limit. To
address this, the government plans
to allocate additional staff to high-
volume offices.

Continued on Page 2

KTR hits back at Revanth’s ‘IT mindset’remark

PNS B HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader
K.T. Rama Rao (KTR) strongly
responded to Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy’s recent remark that “IT
employees have employee mindset,.I
politician, T have policy mindset” KTR
called it an attempt to belittle his pro-
fessional background. Through a post
on X (formerly Twitter), KTR defend-
ed his roots in the IT sector while tak-
ing a sharp swipe at Revanths politi-
cal journey. “To those who think they
can belittle me by calling me just an
IT employee, I say: being part of the
IT industry takes genuine talent, edu-
cation, skill, and dedication. .. Unlike
carrying bags of cash to bribe MLAs
or paying Delhi bosses for a job!” KTR

remarked, alluding to past controver-
sies surrounding Revanth Reddy.
KTR lauded the contributions of IT
professionals, stating that their inge-
nuity and hard work are the backbone
of the modern tech world. “To my fel-
low brothers and sisters in the IT and
ITES industry, I salute you. Your tire-
less efforts and brilliant minds drive
innovation and progress globally.
Without you, the wheels of advance-
ment would grind to a halt)” he wrote.
Addressing Revanths leadership,
KTR pointed out that some “acciden-
tal politicians” lack the credentials or
work ethic to lead effectively. “Let’s be
honest: some accidental politicians
can't hold a candle to the education-
al credentials or the work ethic of IT
professionals;” he said.

Ram Gopal Varma gets 3 months jail in
cheque bounce case; arrest warrant issued

PNS B MUMBAI

A court here has sentenced film-
maker Ram Gopal Varma to three
months imprisonment in a cheque
bounce case and issued a non-bail-
able arrest warrant against him.

Judicial Magistrate (First Class) in
Andheri, Y P Pujari, on Tuesday
convicted Varma for the offence
punishable under the provisions of
the Negotiable Instruments Act.

The court also directed the film-
maker to pay compensation of Rs
3,72,219 to the complainant with-
in three months from the date of the
order. The detailed order was not
available yet.

Since Varma was not present
before the court when the order was
passed, it issued a standing non-
bailable warrant against him for his
arrest for execution of the sentence
as per the Code of Criminal

Procedure (CrPC).

The complaint of cheque bounce
was registered against Varma's firm
in 2018 by a company. The court
had granted bail to Varma in April
2022 on a cash security of Rs 5,000.

"With regard to the news about
me and Andheri court, I want to
clarify that it is to do with a 7 year
old case of Rs 2 lakh 38 thousand
amount, relating to my ex-employ-
ee.. My advocates are attending,"
the filmmaker later posted on his X
account.

More funds to boost rural development

PNS ® HYDERABAD

The Telangana government has
announced a fresh allocation of Rs
2,773 crore to boost rural develop-
ment across the state, following the
earlier sanction of Rs 2,682.95 crore.
The funds will be utilized for critical
infrastructure projects, including
roads, drainage systems, and other
essential amenities in villages.

Out of the newly sanctioned funds,
Rs 1,419 crore is earmarked for CRR
roads, Rs 1,288 crore for MRR funds,
and Rs 66 crore under the PM Jan
Man scheme. Additionally, Rs 197
crore has been allocated for rural con-
nectivity under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), which
includes the construction of BT roads
to 25 tribal temples.

The funds will support the con-
struction of BT roads, CC roads in SC
colonies, drainage canals, and road
connectivity in tribal hamlets and

Govt allocates additional Rs 2,773 cr

Out of the newly sanctioned
funds, Rs 1,419 crore is
earmarked for CRR roads,

Rs 1,288 crore for MRR funds,
and Rs 66 crore under the PM
Jan Man scheme

remote villages. Minister Seetakka,
who has been instrumental in secur-
ing these funds, expressed gratitude
to Finance Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka and Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy for prioritizing rural
development.

Speaking at the Praja Bhavan,
Minister Seetakka emphasized the
governments commitment to rural
progress. “Our government is giving
top priority to rural development by

allocating unprecedented funds. We
sanctioned Rs 2,682 crore in the first
phase, and now another Rs 2,773
crore has been approved. These
efforts will transform villages across
Telangana,” she said.

The government also addressed
logistical challenges faced by
Panchayati Raj and rural engineering
officials by providing vehicle
allowances. A budget of Rs 5 crore has
been allocated to equip 237 engineer-

ing officials, including executive engi-
neers (EEs), deputy EEs, and super-
intending engineers (SEs), with vehi-
cles for efficient project monitoring.
Each official will receive Rs 33,000 per
month as a vehicle allowance.

Panchayati Raj Department ENC
Kanaka Ratnam expressed gratitude
to the government for addressing the
longstanding issue of vehicle short-
ages. “Previously, the lack of vehicle
allowances caused significant hard-
ships for engineers working in remote
areas. We are deeply thankful to the
government and Minister Seetakka
for resolving this issue,” she said.

The additional funds and vehicle
provisions are expected to significant-
ly accelerate rural development proj-
ects and ensure efficient supervision
of ongoing works. Minister Seetakka
reaffirmed the government’s commit-
ment to allocating more funds in the
future to further enhance rural infra-
structure.

‘Anuja’ gets
nomination
for Oscar

PNS B NEW DELHI

"Anuja’, a New Delhi-set short
film, on Thursday bagged a nom-
ination in the Live Action Short
category at the 97th Academy
Awards.

"Anuja", directed by Adam ]
Graves and Suchitra Mattai, is pit-
ted against “A Lien’,‘Tm Not a
Robot”, “The Last Ranger” and
“The Man Who Could Not
Remain Silent” at the awards
gala. The nominations for the
2025 Oscars, which were twice
postponed earlier this month
due to wildfires in Los Angeles,
were announced by Bowen Yang
and Rachel Sennott.

"Anuja" follows a gifted nine-
year-old Anuja, who must make
a choice between education and
factory work alongside her sister
- a decision that will shape both
their futures. It stars Sajda Pathan
and Ananya Shanbhag.

The film has two-time Oscar
winning producer Guneet Monga
on board as executive producer
and Hollywood star-writer Mindy
Kaling as producer.

Recently, actor Priyanka
Chopra Jonas boarded the proj-
ect as an executive producer.

The 2025 Academy Awards
will be held on March 2 at the
Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles.
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‘TG pays Rs 12,486 cr subsidy
for free power to farmers’

PNS B HYDERABAD

Telangana's Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka
Mallu announced that the State
government has paid Rs 12,486
crore to the energy department
to cover subsidies for free elec-
tricity provided to farmers under
its welfare initiatives. Speaking at
the Telangana State Power
Engineers Association's 2025
Diary and Calendar launch event
on Thursday in Khairatabad, the
Deputy CM emphasized the
government's commitment to
ensuring a robust and financial-

ly healthy energy sector.
Addressing the gathering, the
Deputy CM criticized the previ-
ous government for neglecting
the New Energy Policy for a
decade, which he claimed hin-
dered the state’s progress. He
praised the current government's
efforts in implementing the pol-
icy, which has attracted signifi-
cant investments to Telangana.
"The New Energy Policy was for-
mulated after extensive consul-
tations and is designed to bring
large-scale projects and invest-
ments to the state," he said.
Bhatti Vikramarka assured

that the upcoming summer
would witness uninterrupted
power supply to industries, con-
sumers, and the agriculture sec-
tor. He highlighted that the gov-
ernment has also paid Rs 1,538
crore to discoms for the Gruha
Jyothi scheme, which provides
free power up to 200 units for
poor households, and Rs 199
crore for free electricity to gov-
ernment educational institu-
tions.

The Deputy CM announced
that the government has promot-
ed 5,000 employees in the ener-
gy sector and fulfilled pending

compassionate appointments.
He assured that the government
would continue supporting
employees' welfare, recognizing
their vital role in society.

He also noted the progress in
completing long-pending pro-
jects like the Yadadri Thermal
Power Station and Bhadradri
Thermal Power Project. "Within
a short time, we operationalized
Unit-2 of the Yadadri plant,
which was delayed for years
due to environmental clearance
issues," he said. The government
has also resolved problems in
hydel projects that were left

unattended by the previous
regime.

The Deputy CM stressed the
importance of transparency,
accountability, and the freedom
of expression for employees
under the current government.
He urged union leaders and
management to collaborate to
resolve issues and deliver efficient
services to the public.

Energy Secretary Sandeep
Kumar Sultania, Transco CMD
D. Krishna Bhaskar, and associ-
ation leaders Ratnakar Rao and
Sadanandam also participated in
the event.

I\/Ianufacturel in US or

PNS B DAVOS

US President Donald Trump on
Thursday addressed the World
Economic Forum where he
offered business leaders low
taxes if they manufacture their
products in the US, while
threatening them with tariffs if
they don't.

Addressing the forum’s
Annual Meeting here through
video conferencing, Trump also
said he is going to ask Saudi
Arabia and OPEC to bring
down oil prices and asserted
that if prices come down
Russia-Ukraine war will end
immediately.

Throughout the world, food
prices went through the roof
and I've taken immediate
actions to control inflation in
America, he said.

"United States has the largest
amount of oil and gas in the
world and I'm going to use it,"
he said.

"I promise to eliminate 10 old
regulations for every new reg-
ulation... T am going to pass the
largest tax cuts in the American
history to help our people," he
said.

At the same time, if a busi-
ness doesn't manufacture its
products in America, there
would be tariffs to pay, he
warned.

| ‘ = Al

Many companies globally
have already announced bil-
lions of dollars worth of invest-
ments to set up their facilities
in America, he said. "We will
restore common sense among
Americans," he added.

"T will make America man-
ufacturing superpower and the
world capital of artificial intel-
ligence and crypto," he said.

The president, who was
sworn-in on January 20, said a
golden age of America has
begun with his second term and
the entire world would soon be
more peaceful and prosperous.

Inauguration of his second
presidency took place the same
day when the five-day WEF
Annual Meeting began.

Trump also said his admin-
istration has accomplished in
four days what other regimes
could not get in four years.

"A golden age of America has

face tariffs

begun, our country would be
soon stronger, united and more
wealthier than ever," he said.

The entire planet will be
more peaceful and prosperous
as a result of this, he said while
talking about the measures he
has already announced and
the further steps he will be tak-
ing going ahead in his second
term.

My administration is acting
with unprecedented pace to fix
disasters we inherited from a
totally inept group of people,
Trump said about the previous
Biden administration.

Replying to a question from
Bank of America CEO Brian
Moynihan, Trump said he
hopes that BofA would allow
conservatives do business with
it as he has received com-
plaints from many conserva-
tives.He said the US used to
have the most productive econ-
omy when it was beating China
and everyone else but all of that
was lost in the last few years.

I blame it on politicians
whose stupidity allowed others
to overtake America and I'll not
allow that to happen again," he
said.

Trump also said he will soon
meet Russian President
Vladimir Putin and it would
mainly to stop bullets that hit
human bodies.

Kavitha seeks hike
in BC quota to 42%

Writes letter to CM Revanth

PNS H HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
leader and MLC K Kavitha on
Thursday sent a strongly-
worded letter to Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy, demanding
an increase in reservations for
Backward Classes (BCs) to
42%, as promised in the
Congress' Kamareddy BC
Declaration ahead of the 2023
Assembly elections.
Criticizing the Congress for
failing to deliver on its poll
promises, Kavitha accused the
government of undermining
its declarations within the first
year of coming to power. She
pointed out the meagre alloca-
tion in the 2024-25 Budget for
BC welfare, contrary to the
party's promise of Rs 20,000
crore per year. "This is just one
example that reinforces the
Congress’ history of unful-
filled promises," Kavitha stat-
ed, adding that the BC com-
munity is being subjected to
"severe injustice” under the
Congress government.
Kavitha also lambasted
Congress for not increasing the
BC quota in local bodies to
42%, despite pledging to do so
based on the caste census and

BC commission report within
six months of coming to
power. “Six months have
passed, and now it has been a
year, but there is no clarity on
the fate of the BC quota. The
government's delay tactics in
the name of an unscientific
caste census and a dedicated
commission expose its lack of
commitment to BC welfare,”
she said.

Calling for transparency,
Kavitha urged the govern-
ment to make public the details
of the caste census and clarify
the next steps. She questioned
the Congress' indifference
towards BC issues, asking why
promises were not implement-
ed even a year after claiming
they would be fulfilled in six
months.

The BRS MLC further high-
lighted that the tenure of gram
panchayats and zilla parishads
has lapsed, leaving villages
under the administration of
special officers instead of elect-
ed representatives. She criti-
cized the government for
delaying elections and failing
to increase reservations,
describing it as a clear disre-
gard for democracy at the
grassroots level.

TPCC chief Mahesh
constitutes panel to look

into Patancheru incident

PNS B HYDERABAD

Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) presi-
dent B Mahesh Kumar Goud
has constituted a committee
to look into the incident
that happened on Thursday
in Patancheru Assembly seg-
ment with the following
Congress  leaders -
Government Whip Adi
Srinivasd and TPCC vice-
president MTG Vinod
Reddy. The two-men
Committee will examine and
submit its report at an early
date.

TPCC senior vice-presi-
dent T Kumar Rao issued
this message on behalf of the

ALMANAC

TPCC chief.

It may be recalled that the
contested MLA candidate
Kata Srinivas Goud faction
barged into Patancheru
MLA Gudem Mahipal
Reddy's camp office on
Thursday and destroyed the
pink chairs and placed Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy's
photo on MLA's chair
protesting against the atti-
tude of Mahipal Reddy, who
did not remove the former
chief minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao's photo
in his office. The activists
also tried to burn an effigy
of Mahipal Reddy. However,
the police stopped their
effort.

Danam and Gudem

singing anti-party ragas?

PNS B HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) MLAs
Danama
Nagender and Gudem Mahipal
Reddy (Patancheru) have changed
their tone and have been singing

joined Congress -

anti-ragas.

Khairatabad constituency MLA
Danam Nagender expressed anger
over the GHMG, police and traffic
officials, who removed the illegal
constructions on footpaths in
Chintal Basthi. Nagender rushed to
the spot and stopped the work of the
officials saying, "Will you will dis-
turb the people who come to
Hyderabad for their livelihood?
How can you demolish without my
permission in my constituency?" on

Wednesday.

Nagender also expressed the
same sort of anger on the officials
on Thursday too. He said that the

officials are not in a position to see
the illegal constructions in Old
City. He demanded the officials to
demolish the illegal constructions in

Old City first.

activities of officials. I

Nagender alleged that there is no
control over the officials. The gov-
ernment will face trouble if it
behaved in this manner, he said.
"We are not in a position to move
freely among the people due to the

keep quiet if injustice is done to any-
one." Nagender said, "Recently,
when Kumari aunty was being
harassed on the footpaths in
Madhapur, Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy responded and gave orders to
the officials not to interfere with her.
Now the Chief Minister has asked to
give the same orders in the demo-
lition of footpath encroachments.
The officials should not act unilat-
erally on the demolitions."

property taxes.

will not

PNS W HYDERABAD

Former education minister P.
Sabitha Indra Reddy and for-
mer MP B. Vinod Kumar
strongly opposed the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) draft proposals during
a press meet at Telangana
Bhavan on Thursday. The BRS
leaders criticized the state gov-
ernment for its inaction and
neglect in addressing critical
changes proposed by the UGC,
which they claim infringe
upon the autonomy of states
and undermine the federal
spirit. Sabitha Indra Reddy
highlighted that the UGC has
sought feedback on its draft
proposals by January 30 but
accused the state government
of remaining silent on such a
vital issue. “Despite having a
week to respond, the state
government has neither acted
nor expressed its opinion. As
the education minister, does-

hyderabad 02
BRS opposes UGC proposals

Accuses Revanth govt of neglecting higher education

n't Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy have time to review
such an important matter?”
she questioned.

The former minister point-
ed out that the proposed UGC
regulations if implemented,
would transfer the power of
appointing university Vice-
Chancellors (VCs) entirely to
the central government. “Until
now, appointments are made
through a search committee
based on state government
recommendations. The new
rules would strip this power
from states, placing it in the
hands of the Governor. The
BRS strongly opposes this
move,” she stated.

Sabitha also criticized the
Revanth government for
neglecting higher education
and failing to stand up against
the UGC’s draft recommenda-
tions. “The BRS demands that
the state government oppose
the UGC proposals and protect

the rights of the states,” she
asserted, adding that her party
would not remain silent if the
federal spirit is undermined.
Former MP B. Vinod Kumar
revealed that the BRS held
extensive discussions for over
two and a half hours regarding
the 11 clauses in the UGC
draft. “Most of the clauses are
against state interests,” he said,
adding that the party’s detailed
feedback would be uploaded
on the UGC website tomorrow.
“Once our feedback is submit-
ted, we will hold another press
meet to elaborate on our rec-
ommendations,” Vinod Kumar
stated. Both leaders accused
the central government of
eroding the federal structure
and vowed to resist any
attempts to centralize control
over higher education. The
BRS has made it clear that it
will take a strong stand to safe-
guard the autonomy of univer-
sities and the rights of states.

Attacks on national identity under
guise of foreign culture: Bandi

PNS B HYDERABAD

Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay
Kumar said there is a significant
attack on national identity
under the guise of foreign cul-
ture. He appealed to eminent
scholars and writers to popu-
larise literature and poetry
rooted in dharma, saying that
itis time for efforts to drive out
falsehoods and personal agen-
das. He expressed concern over
declining moral values and
family bonds in society.
Releasing three books
"Ramayana Kalpavriksham -
Lokanushilanam" by Dr
Gandra Lakshmana Rao, "Dr
Velichala Kondal Rao
Jeevitham - Vangmaya Seva" by
Dr Mandaloju Narasimha
Swamy and "Fragrance of Life"
(English translation) by
Professor ~ Kaluvakunta
Ramakrishna at SRR College on
Thursday, Bandi Sanjay said,
"Corporate forces are imposing
foreign ideals and culture on us.
Please enlighten today’s youth

about the greatness of our cul-
ture and traditions. If we lose
ourselves to foreign fancies and
forget our heritage, the damage
will be immense. Create works
that highlight family bonds
and moral values. Encourage
people to read books like these
instead of limiting themselves
to television, serials, and the
internet".

Sanjay said that the writings
should serve as a check against
foreign influences. They should
inspire a sense of nationalism
and awaken the youth. Let

)

your poetry and books celebrate
and glorify the nation, instilling
a sense of pride in the next gen-
eration, he said adding he is
expecting more poetry that
unites hearts.

Sanjay said, "Whenever I
think of SRR College, I remem-
ber both conflicts and the cer-
tificates of victory. Back then,
we used to constantly fight, but
this college is also where I
received all my election certifi-
cates. Hence, I am committed
to contributing to the develop-
ment of SRR College".

Harish slams
pension ...

Continued from page 1

“This is a disgraceful act and a betray-
al of the people. On one hand, beneti-
ciaries are being excluded, and on the
other, the little pension amount they
receive is being seized,” he remarked.

Referring to incidents in Nannuru vil-
lage under Hajipur mandal of
Mancherial district, Harish Rao high-
lighted that 15 elderly people had been
denied their pensions due to pending

He demanded the immediate release
of their pensions and urged the govern-
ment to ensure that pensions are not
withheld for reasons such as tax arrears.

"The government must stop this inhu-
mane practice and take immediate
action to restore pensions to these indi-
viduals. It is deplorable to target the most
vulnerable sections of society to cover up
administrative lapses,” Harish Rao said.
He called on the Chief Minister and gov-
ernment officials to address this issue
promptly, ensuring that pensions are dis-
tributed without any unjust deductions.

Company

Rising TG shines at...

Investment (INR Cr)

Unilever

Confirmed

Modalities are being worked out.

to establish the processing unit.

HCL Tech

Increase in the number of employees.

Amazon Web Services 60,000

Sify Technologies 10,000

Skyroot Aerospace 500

CtrlS 10,000

Megha Engineering 15,000

Phoenix 250

Ursa Clusters 5,000

Agility 400

Ramky Group 5,000

Infosys Increase in the number of employees.
Wipro Increase in the number of employees.

Suhana Masala

R&D and training institute for farmers.

Sun Petrochemicals 45,500
JSW Group 800
JCK Group 4,500
Tillman Global Holdings 15,000
Mytrah Energy 7,000

Eclat Health Solutions

Increase in the number of employees.

TOTAL

1,78,950

Slot system mooted...

Continued from page 1

player in the post-Covid “China Plus

One” strategy.

Private industrial parks received
a boost with Ramky Group’s deci-

The CM outlined his vision to
make Telangana a $1 trillion SDGP

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha
Tithi:
Dashami: Jan 23 05:37 PM

to Jan 24 07:25 PM

Ekadashi: Jan 24 07:25 PM
to Jan 25 08:32 PM
Nakshatram:
Anuradha: Jan 24 05:08 AM
to Jan 25 07:07 AM
Rahukalam: 11:04 AM to 12:28 PM
Yamagandam: 09:28 AM to 11:12 AM
Varjyam: 09:27 PM to 11:11 PM
Gulika: 8:16 AM to 9:40 AM
Amritakalam: 07:51 PM to 09:35 PM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 12:05 PM to 12:50 PM

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Forecast: Sunny
Temp: 31”
Humidity: 47%
Sunrise: 6:49 AM
Sunset: 6:07 PM

Updated: January 23, 2025 5:00 PM

Applications cross 10.71 lakh
mark in GHMC limits

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Housing department
revealed that a total of 10.71 lakh
applications have been received
for Indiramma Houses under the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) limits.
Officials announced that the
scrutiny of 7.50 lakh applications
has already been completed as of
Thursday.
The remaining 3.21 lakh appli-
cations are expected to be
reviewed within the next week.
Authorities stated that ward
meetings would be held in
GHMC areas only after the com-
pletion of the application survey.
A total of 2,249 staff members
are actively involved in scrutiniz-
ing the applications across

GHMC limits.

The survey details, officials
said, are accessible on the
Indiramma Illu website.
Moreover, they encouraged indi-
viduals who missed earlier appli-
cation deadlines to submit their
new applications during the
upcoming ward assemblies.

In the first phase, the govern-
ment plans to construct 3,500
houses per constituency within
the GHMC limits.

As per estimates, a total of
84,000 houses will be construct-
ed for the 24 constituencies
under GHMC jurisdiction.

This initiative is expected to
address housing demands across
the city and ensure equitable dis-
tribution of resources for those
in need.

Continued from page 1

To book a slot, applicants will be
required to upload relevant docu-
ments online. The system will
automatically reject unauthorised
layouts, restricted properties, and
non-compliant assets under the
LRS and BRS schemes. Only prop-
erties that meet all criteria will pro-
ceed to the slot booking stage.
During the final registration
process, sub-registrars will thor-
oughly verify documents, halting
registrations if any discrepancies are
found. Further scrutiny will be con-
ducted before approval in such
cases. The slot booking system
will be introduced in phases.

In the first phase, the government
plans to roll out the slot booking
mechanism. In the second phase,
integrated software will be deployed
to enhance efficiency. The third
phase will focus on granting licens-
es to eligible document writers as

service providers, with discussions
ongoing about ensuring social equi-
ty in this process.

The department, which has faced
significant allegations of corruption,
has been marred by unauthorized
registrations, including unapproved
layouts, non-compliant properties
under the BRS and LRS schemes,
and irregular permissions for struc-
tures. Over the past five years, dis-
ciplinary action, including suspen-
sions, has been taken against more
than 70 officials for involvement in
such activities.

Recent incidents, such as the reg-
istration of illegal layouts by a
sub-registrar  in  Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri and late-night registra-
tions in erstwhile Khammam dis-
trict, have prompted the govern-
ment to take strict measures.

The Revenue Minister has
ordered inquiries into these cases,
signaling the administration's
resolve to address irregularities.

sion to invest in integrated industri-
al parks, a dry port, and townships.
Similarly, the MTS Group pledged
investments, enhancing Telangana’s
position as an industrial hub.

Agriculture-related industries also
made strides, with Unilever
announcing two manufacturing
units alongside other agro-based
investments. The green energy and
pump storage sectors showed
immense potential for rapid growth,
aligning with Telangana’s focus on
sustainability.

A highlight of the trip was Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy’s presenta-
tion of his TelanganaRising 2050
vision, which found strong endorse-
ment among global investors, entre-
preneurs, and policymakers.
“Building on core strengths in soft-
ware and pharma, Telangana will
grow aggressively in Data Centres,
Green Energy, Food Processing,
Electric Vehicles, and
Semiconductors,” he stated, empha-
sizing the state’s ambition to be a key

economy through aggressive cluster-
ing—urban services within the
ORR, manufacturing in the zone
between ORR and the proposed
RRR, and agri-food processing
beyond the RRR.

At events on Urban Mobility,
Regenerative and Circular Spaces,
and Nation Strategies, Revanth
Reddy highlighted transformative
infrastructure projects, including
Metro Rail expansion, the Regional
Ring Railway, Radial Roads, new air-
ports, Musi river rejuvenation, and
Electric Vehicle promotion.

He also pitched the Skills
University as a vital enabler for the
state's workforce. “For the global
investor community, the message is
clear: Telangana Means Business.
Our goal is not just economic
growth, but creating jobs, improv-
ing incomes, expanding opportuni-
ties, and delivering enhanced welfare
for our people; Revanth Reddy
said, summarizing the state’s devel-
opment agenda.
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GITY EVENTS

Cultural
Programmes

By Lasya Kalpa

Venue

Ravindra Bharathi
January 24,
(9 am to 10 pm)

Live Telugu & Hindi
Musical Orchestra

By Sujaramana
Cultural Academy

Venue

Sri Thyagaraja Gana
Sabha
January 24, (4:30 pm) n

Alliance Francaise

Games Sessions

Venue

Alliance Francaise
January 24, (6 pm)

Live performance
By Dhrutam (Band)

Venue

36 Downtown Brew Pub
(Vapour)
January 24, (8 pm)

Skills varsity
announces
admissions for
4 courses

PNS B HYDERABAD

Telangana Young India Skills
University (YISU) has
announced admissions for
four short-term courses of
Endoscopy Technician - 6
months, offered by AIG
Hospitals; EQUIP Banking,
Financial Services &
Insurance - 4 months, offered
by BFSI Consortium; Supply
Chain Essentials Professional
Certification Programme -
2.5 months, offered by 09
Solutions; Medical Coding
Specialist - 2 months, offered
by KIMS Hospitals.

Students are advised to
enroll by visiting
https://yisu.in. Detailed
course information is avail-
able under respective schools.
These programmes offer
excellent employment and
skill-building opportunities
with competitive salaries.
On-the-job training with
industry experts is also
included.

YISU informed that

admissions close on January
31,2025, and training begins
in the first week of February.

Anti-drug rally at Nizam College
promotes awareness among youth

PNS B HYDERABAD

Nizam College on Thursday host-
ed an Anti-Drug Rally organised
by the National Service Scheme
(NSS) and National Cadet Corps
(NCC) students to create aware-
ness about the dangers of drug
abuse. The rally was inaugurated
by Nizam College Principal
Professor AV Rajasekhar, who
emphasized the importance of
eradicating social evils and
particularly

unhealthy habits,
among the youth.

Addressing the gathering,
Professor Rajasekhar called for
collective responsibility among
faculty, staff and students to
ensure that substances like drugs,

marijuana and cocaine do not

infiltrate educational institutions.
"It is crucial to create awareness
among the younger generation
about the severe consequences of

drug abuse. NSS and NCC stu-
dents have a pivotal role to play
he said.
Highlighting the broader vision,

in this mission,"

it irmnl Bivicy e

Anti-Orug

future."
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he stated, "A healthy society is the
foundation for India's bright

The rally witnessed NSS and

NCC students marching through
the campus and nearby areas,
raising slogans against drug usage
and promoting a drug-free envi-

ronment. Their spirited partici-
pation drew attention to the
pressing need for action against
the rising menace of substance

abuse.

among others.

ity among students.

The event saw active involve-
ment from Vice-Principal
Professor G Upender Reddy,
Academic Coordinator Dr S
Renuka, Dr Chand Pasha,
Philosophy Head Sudhakar,
Cluster College Coordinator Dr
Radhika, Dr Arathi Jadhav, PRO
Dr Kavitha Shinde,
Programme Officers Dr Manjula,
Dr CH Venkateshwarlu, Swathi,
Sravanthi and Dr. Markandeya,

The rally underscored the
importance of student-led initia-
tives in fostering a drug-free
society and echoed the college's
commitment to promoting
awareness and social responsibil-

NATIONAL- LEVEL
TECHNICAL FEST

GNITS students
showcase their
exceptional talent

PNS B HYDERABAD

03

G Narayanamma Institute of Technology
and Science (GNITS), accredited by NBA
and NAAGC, hosted Nexora 2025, its pres-
tigious National-Level Technical Fest,

organised by the esteemed student

Professional Societies like ISTE, CSI,
IEEE, 1&I, ACM, IE, IETE, and R&D, on
Thursday. The first day of the event
showcased remarkable innovation and

technical brilliance.

NSS

The day featured exciting activities such
as paper presentations, poster presenta-
tions, and the highly anticipated Aarani 1.0
Hackathon. The Project Expo provided an
opportunity for students to display their
projects, demonstrating cutting-edge ideas
and technological solutions. Captivating
shows like the Drone Show, Robotics Show
and Electric Vehicle Show amazed the
audience, highlighting advancements in
technology and innovation.

In addition to these major events, the

festival also hosted 26 parallel technical

and non-technical activities, including
competitions such as Tech Race, Tech
Trivia and Tech Tanka, designed to bring
out the best in students and promote cre-
ativity and problem-solving skills.

Over the next two days of the Nexora

2025, GNITS students will present

Battle to save Urdu: Key meet
tomorrow to shape its future

PNS B HYDERABAD

Representatives of various organ-
isations will meet on January 25
to discuss the challenges and
future of the Urdu language in
Telangana as concerns over its
neglect and marginalisation
grow.

Mohibban-e-Urdu (Urdu
Lovers) will organise the meet-
ing on January 25 at 2:00 pm at
Media Plus, Gun Foundry,
Abids, Hyderabad. Presided over
by Tahreek Muslim Shabban
president Mohammed Mushtaq
Mallik, the session aims to
address critical issues threaten-
ing the survival of Urdu and its
institutions in the State.

The acute shortage of Urdu
teachers has left many Urdu-
medium schools on the verge of
closure. Despite a seven-year wait
since the last teacher recruitment
notification in 2017, the latest
DSC-2024 process filled only 517
of the 1,183 posts reserved for
Urdu medium, leaving 666 posi-

tions vacant due to reserved cat-
egory constraints. The govern-
ment's inability to fill these posts
has dealt a severe blow to the
Urdu-medium education sys-
tem, endangering its very exis-
tence and betraying the hopes of
aspiring teachers and students.

Equally troubling is the gov-
ernment’s failure to implement
Urdu as the second official lan-
guage, despite the Telangana
Official Languages
(Amendment) Bill, 2017. The
bill, passed in recognition of the
state'’s 12.69% Urdu-speaking
population, has been reduced to
little more than lip service.
Official signboards are missing
Urdu signage, press releases and
communication are rarely issued
in the language and the recruit-
ment of only 66 Urdu translators
since the bill's passage under-
scores the lack of commitment
to this cause.

The neglect of Urdu institu-
tions and their assets has com-
pounded the crisis. Once-proud

organisations like Idara-e-
Adabiyat-e-Urdu are being
exploited.

A prime land belonging to the
society has been sold away to pri-
vate parties at a throwaway price
in a questionable compromise.
Institutions such as the Urdu
Arts College in Himayatnagar
and Urdu Ghar in Moghalpura
face similar threats, with inade-
quate funding and official indif-
ference undermining their abil-
ity to serve as custodians of
Urdu's cultural and educational
heritage. Prominent personali-
ties, including leaders of religious
and social organisations, writers,
poets and journalists, will
address the meeting to deliber-
ate on these pressing issues.
With the stakes higher than
ever, the session is expected to
ignite a collective effort to pre-
serve the Urdu language, its
institutions, and its legacy, which
has been an integral part of
Telangana's identity for cen-
turies.

INSTAGRAM AND SNAPCHAT

Three nabbed for circulating
child sex abuse material

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad City Cyber Crime
unit has arrested three individuals
for their involvement in cases
related to the creation and circu-
lation of Child Sexual Abuse
Material (CSAM) on social media
platforms, including Instagram
and Snapchat. These cases were
registered following alerts from the
National Centre for Missing and
Exploited Children (NCMEC),
which monitors crimes against
children globally. The arrests high-
light the growing threat of online
exploitation and the Hyderabad
police's commitment to addressing

such crimes.

Investigations into the cases
were conducted using leads such as
IP addresses, mobile numbers and
email IDs, which helped trace the
accused to locations under the
Police
Commissionerate. In the first case,
a 25-year-old private employee

Hyderabad

was found to have downloaded
child pornography from various
websites, viewed it, and shared it
via a fake Snapchat ID. Inspector
S Naresh is leading the investiga-

tion.

is handling this case.

dren online.

In the second case, a 26-year-old
self-employed individual also
shared similar content on Snapchat
after downloading it from various
websites. Inspector K Satish Reddy

The third case involved a 32-
year-old private employee who
downloaded and posted CSAM
content using a fake Instagram ID.
Inspector K Prasad Rao is investi-
gating this matter. The Cyber
Crime Unit emphasized that evi-
dence and leads provided by the
Cyber Tipline Report are being
corroborated to identify individu-
als involved in creating, sharing, or
circulating such content. Officials
assured that strict action would be
taken against those exploiting chil-

Thursday.

MCR HRD Institute rolls out
training programme for examiners

PNS B HYDERABAD

Dr Marri Chenna Reddy
Human Resource
Development Institute of
Telangana (Dr MCR HRD)
launched a 16-week Induction
Training Programme for 122
examiners of patents and
designs - 2025, under the
Office of the Controller
General of Patents, Designs and
Trademarks (CGPDTM),
DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, Government of
India.

The programme aims to
train officers in examining
patent applications from a
techno-legal perspective and
provide insights into adminis-
tration.

DG of the Institute and
Special Chief Secretary to the
Government of Telangana, Dr

Shashank Goel emphasised the
critical role of examiners in dri-
ving innovation and creativity
by granting deserving patents
and designs. He highlighted the
need for examiners to under-
stand the global Intellectual
Property (IP) framework to
align India's IP system with
international standards.
Controller General of
Patents, Designs, and
Trademarks, Dr Unnat P
Pandit noted the recruitment of

550 examiners, reflecting the
government's commitment to
strengthening India's IP ecosys-
tem. He highlighted India's
rising IP filings and disposals,
showcasing its growing global
presence.

Meanwhile, Director of
Administration, Hemanth S
Borale appreciated the achieve-
ment of granting over one
lakh patents in 2023-24 and
encouraged officers to utilise
training resources for growth.

85% Gram
Sabhas completed
across TG

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Telangana government
announced that 13,861 gram
sabhas and ward meetings,
accounting for 85.96% of the
planned sessions, have been
successfully completed across
the State as on January 23. On
Thursday alone, 3,986 gram
sabhas were conducted, wit-
nessing active participation
from citizens submitting appli-
cations for four government
schemes set to be launched. On
the day, 3,130 gram sabhas and
856 ward meetings were held,
with several State ministers,
public representatives and offi-
cials attending these gatherings.

The government lauded the
large-scale public engagement
and reiterated its commitment
to ensuring the smooth rollout
of the schemes through inclu-
sive participation.

GHMC Standmg Committee approves CRMP Phase 2

PNS W HYDERABAD

The Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMCQ) Standing
Committee, chaired by Mayor
Gadwal Vijayalakshmi, held its
seventh meeting on Thursday
at the Command Control
Room in the GHMC head-
quarters. The committee
approved 13 items, including
10 agenda points and three
table items, aimed at improv-
ing infrastructure and civic
amenities in Hyderabad.

The meeting also gave
administrative approval for a
comprehensive five-year road
maintenance project under
CRMP Phase-2, with an esti-
mated cost of Rs 2,491 crore,
and an alternate proposal for
new road development worth

Rs 3,825 crore. The Lalapet-
Moula Ali Flyover road exten-
sion received an additional
Rs 1.30 crore, revising the
total project cost to Rs 4.30
crore.

During the meeting, the
Mayor emphasized the need
for coordination between cor-

porators and officials to ensure
holistic development and bet-
ter facilities for citizens. The
approved proposals focus on
road widening, infrastructure
development, and sustainable
urban planning.

One of the major approvals
includes the recommendation

to the State government for
acquiring 227 properties for
the 30-meter and 36-meter
wide road expansion from
Gulmohar Park Junction to
Lingampally Railway
Crossing. Another significant
decision is the renaming of the
National Highway 44 six-lane
grade separator as Dr
Manmohan Singh
Expressway," subject to gov-
ernment approval.

Additionally, the committee
approved the creation and
maintenance of greenery near
KBR Park through a CSR ini-
tiative for three years.

Other projects include
desilting works in Charminar,
Khairatabad, Kukatpally and
Serilingampally zones at an
estimated cost of Rs 2,231.75
lakh and three additional

desilting works worth Rs
697.85 lakh in Charminar,
Khairatabad, and
Secunderabad zones.

Notable approvals under
the Hyderabad Innovative
Transformative Infrastructure
(H-City) project include steel
flyovers and underpasses at
Jubilee Hills Check Post, Road
No. 45, and other critical
junctions at an estimated cost
of Rs 7,032 crore.

The committee also
approved Rs 620 crore for the
comprehensive development
of the Nalgonda X Road to
Owaisi Junction via IS Sadan.

The meeting was attended
by GHMC Commissioner
Ilambarithi, standing com-
mittee members, and senior
officials from various zones
and departments.

Alankriti, a vibrant literary, cultural and
sports festival featuring enthralling perfor-
mances, debates, and exciting competi-
tions. The grand finale day will feature the
Annual Day Celebrations, and will include
cultural programmes, award ceremonies
and reflections on the year's achievements.

BC panel seeks report on
student’s suicide hid

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Telangana State Backward Classes (BC)
Commission has directed the authorities to sub-
mit a comprehensive report within a week regard-
ing the tragic incident involving Gadda Lavanya,
a student of Mahatma Jyotiba Phule BC Residential
School in Charla Patelguda.

Lavanya reportedly attempted suicide by
jumping from the school building on November
9, 2024, following alleged harassment by school
teachers. She sustained severe injuries and has been
undergoing treatment at Gandhi Hospital.

Despite the seriousness of the incident, no action
or response was initiated by the authorities con-
cerned, prompting Lavanya's father to bring the
matter to the BC Commission's attention on

Taking a serious view of the case, the
Commission has written to the BC Welfare
Commissioner, the District Collector and the
Police Commissioner, urging them to investigate
the incident thoroughly and submit a detailed
report within seven days.

Hyd-based Encore-Alcom sets
up auto-robotic unit in Surat

PNS B HYDERABAD

Hyderabad-based Encore-
Alcom has launched India's
first auto-robotic aluminum
manufacturing facility in
Surat, Gujarat. This advanced
plant, spread over 1,84,000
square feet, is the largest facil-
ity for aluminum doors and
windows in the country and
employs 500 people. The com-
pany has invested Rs 60 crore
in the plant, using German

technology to produce 35,000
square feet of products daily.

Encore-Alcom has com-
pleted 3,500 projects globally,
including in the US, UK,
Dubai and Europe. The new
plant provides direct and indi-
rect jobs and complements an
existing Surat facility of 60,000
square feet.

According to Founder and
CMD Avuthu Shiva Koti
Reddy, the company's prod-
ucts rival global standards

due to its in-house R&D and
collaborations with Italian
designers. He noted that the
company set a record by man-
ufacturing India's largest slid-
ing door, measuring 20 feet
and introduced designs that
are easy to operate, even for
children. Shiva also men-
tioned products like alu-
minum doors, windows, rail-
ings, and facades, with com-
ponents imported from
Slovakia.

400 AGED PARTICIPATE IN WALKATHON

Care-giving systems for
senior C|t|zens stressed

PNS B HYDERABAD

The International Day of Older
Persons 2025 was celebrated at
Hari Hara Kala Bhavan,
Secunderabad, under the
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, in collaboration
with the Heritage Foundation
RRTC, Hyderabad. On
Thursday, over 400 senior cit-
izens attended the event, which
focused on the theme: 'Ageing
with Dignity: The Importance
of Strengthening Care and
Support Systems for Older
Persons.'

Founder of the Heritage
Group KR Gangadharan
emphasized self-respect as the
foundation of dignity for senior
citizens. He highlighted the
National Policy on Senior
Citizens (1999), recognizing
the elderly as invaluable societal
resources and reflected the
United Nations' stance on their
equal contributions to progress.

Over 400 senior citizens participate in the International Day of Older Persons
walkathon on Thursday

Meanwhile, former MLA V
Mohan Reddy spoke about the
joy of connection in gatherings,
where shared experiences bring
comfort and a sense of belong-
ing. Vice-President of AASARA
Dr G Nageswara Rao highlight-
ed programmes empowering
seniors and noted initiatives like
RTC fare discounts, a propos-
al to reinstate train fare conces-
sions and plans for 10 multi-

disciplinary centres in
Hyderabad for senior citizens
approved at Rs 6 crore.

The event began with a spir-
ited walkathon featuring 400
seniors, including 120 aged
70+, cheered by schoolchildren.
As India's senior population is
set to exceed 160 million by
2030, the event stressed the
urgent need for strong care-giv-
ing systems.
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Mahipal
condemns attack
on camp office

PNS B PATANCHERU

Patancheru MLA Gudem
Mabhipal Reddy has advised
Congress party constituency
in-charge Katta Srinivas
Goud to stop indulging in
personal attacks and engage
in negative politics, which
could have serious conse-
quences if he continued to do.
He made these remarks dur-
ing a media conference on
Thursday, where the inci-
dent of an attack by Katta
Srinivas Goud's group on his
camp office in Patancheru
town was being condemned.

Mabhipal Reddy stated that
inciting party workers to
attack the camp office, where
the MLA resides, is a serious
threat to democracy. He
pointed out that he had won
the MLA seat three times
consecutively with the bless-
ings of the people of
Patancheru. He criticised
Katta Srinivas Goud, who
had previously failed to win
as an MLA after two attempts
and had faced legal issues, for
making such comments.

He mentioned that he had
never witnessed such petty
politics in his 30 years of
political career. He clarified
that invitations for govern-
ment events were extended
according to protocol, not
based on political party affil-
iations, and questioned
whether such actions were
happening in the right spir-
it. He also questioned how
the situation would have
unfolded if his workers had
protested.
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Patancheru MLA Gudem Mahipal
Reddy addressing a media conference
in Patancheru on Thursday

Ministers Thummala Nageshwar Rao and N Uttam Kumar Reddy at the swearing-in ceremony of Kodad Market committee in Kodad on Thursday

0% of TG population will be

covered under PDS: Uttam

PNS B NALGONDA

The Congress government is
committed to ensuring food
security for 70 per cent of the
population through the Public
Distribution System (PDS), said
Irrigation and Civil Supplies
Minister N Uttam Kumar
Reddy. He made announce-
ment while while addressing a
gathering in the Kodad con-
stituency on Thursday. .

The event was chaired by
Kodad MLA Uttam Padmavathi
and attended by Agriculture
Minister Tummala Nageswara
Rao, among others.

Speaking at the swearing-in
ceremony of the Kodad Market
Committee's new governing
body, the Minister stated that
the initiative would involve
issuing white ration cards to all

PNS ® RANGAREDDY

Around 70 workers employed at a
Mall at Shadnagar in Rangareddy dis-
trict staged a protest demanding
action over the theft of two employ-
ees' vehicles. The workers, who trav-
el from various villages to the mall on
their own motorbikes, claimed that the
mall management had failed to pro-
vide adequate security for their vehi-
cles, leading to repeated thefts.

On Thursday, the protestors organ-
ised a lightning strike in front of the
mall, highlighting the thefts of two
motorbikes on January 11. The stolen
bikes belonged to Srinivas from Eklas
Khan Pet village and another employ-
ee, Ganesh.

Despite repeated requests from the
workers to review the mall's CCTV
footage and report the thefts to the
police, they were met with indifference
from the management, who repeated-
ly postponed action.

One of the stolen bikes was later
found abandoned in Annaram,
though it was severely damaged. The
second bike remains untraced.
Workers, frustrated by the lack of
response from management,

Workers staging a protest against rising vehicle thefts at a mall in Shadnagar on Thursday

Mall workers protest
against rising vehicle thefts

expressed concerns that the thefts
could have been prevented had CCTV
cameras or proper security measures
been in place.

The protestors demanded that the
mall management immediately install
CCTV cameras and take necessary
steps to prevent future thefts. They
also questioned the management
about the overall safety of workers at
the facility.

The protest gained the support of
local trade unions, including CITU
District President N Raju and
Agricultural Workers' Union District
Vice President Srinu Nayak. The
union leaders expressed their full
backing for the workers' demands and
criticized the management's negli-
gence in handling the situation.

In response to the protest, the
mall’s HR manager assured the work-
ers that the issues would be addressed
by January 28. The workers also used
the opportunity to demand a reduc-
tion in working hours and an increase
in their salaries, which they hoped
would be addressed in the near future.

After receiving the assurance from
the HR manager, the workers ended
their protest.

eligible poor individuals. He
emphasised that this would
benefit approximately 40 lakh
people across the state.

Applications for ration cards
submitted through platforms
like Praja Palana, Prajavani,
Mee-Seva, and Gram Sabhas are
being processed. The minister
assured that the ration card
approval process is continuous
and transparent. He urged peo-
ple not to worry.

“We aim to provide white
ration cards to every eligible
individual," Uttam Kumar
Reddy said. He clarified that no
misinformation or delays would
hinder the process.

Similarly, under Indiramma
Indlu scheme, beneficiaries
with land would receive Rs 5
lakh, while Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes bene-

ficiaries would get Rs 6 lakh.
Furthermore, under the
Indiramma Atmeeya Bharosa
scheme, landless agricultural
workers would receive Rs
12,000 annually. The Rythu
Bharosa amount has been
increased by 20% to Rs 12,000
per acre per annum and it
would be applicable for cul-
tivable land across Telangana
state.

Uttam Kumar Reddy Reddy
also announced plans to trans-
fer Godavari waters to Paleru
through link canals, extending
the benefits to Mothe mandal.

Regarding infrastructure, Rs
18 crore has been allocated for
the renovation of the Kodad
Bus Depot. The Hyderabad-
Vijayawada National Highway
would also be expanded to six
lanes, a project the minister had

pursued during his tenure as an
MP.

Uttam Kumar Reddy
revealed that a proposal for a
railway line to Kodad had been
submitted to the central govern-
ment, along with a detailed
route map.

Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageshwar Rao stat-
ed that the state government's
primary focus is on farmers' wel-
fare, emphasising that the pros-
perity of farmers leads to the
development of villages.

Earlier speaking at the swear-
ing-in ceremony of the
Agricultural Market Committee
held at Devi Sri Garden,
Valigonda Mandal, on Thursday,
the minister highlighted various
initiatives taken by the govern-
ment to support farmers and the
agricultural sector.

‘No eligible will be left

out of welfare schemes’

PNS B WANAPARTHY

Welfare schemes should reach every
eligible poor family without being
hijacked by the influential people and
Gram Sabhas are being held to ensure
that welfare benefits are delivered to
the eligible beneficiaries, said
Minister for Excise, Tourism, and
Culture Jupally Krishna rao.

As part of the Gram Sabha meet-
ings being held statewide to select
beneficiaries for welfare schemes to
be launched by the state government
on Republic Day, the Minister attend-
ed a meeting on Thursday at

and others participated as chief guests
in the event.

During the event, Minister Jupalli
stated that government welfare
schemes should be given only to eli-
gible beneficiaries. If there are any
people who are missing from the list
of beneficiaries or have not been reg-
istered, Gram Sabhas would be organ-
ised to ensure their inclusion.

He mentioned that the state gov-
ernment has allocated Rs 175 crore
for the construction of Indiramma
houses in the Wanaparthy district.

Nagarkurnool MP Mallu Ravi
pointed out that the Gram Sabha held

Salkalapur under Ghanapur mandal

Welfare schemes will reach every

eligible individual:

PNS B KHAMMAM

Revenue Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy appealed to
people on Thursday not to be
apprehensive about the trans-
parency in the selection of
beneficiaries under various
welfare schemes. Strong mea-
sures have been taken to
ensure that the benefits of wel-
fare schemes will reach all eli-
gible people.

The Minister was touring
the Tirumalayapalem man-
dal and laid the foundation
stones for several develop-
mental works.

The distribution of
Indiramma houses,
Indiramma Atmiya Bharosa,
Rythu Bharosa, and the
issuance of ration cards will
begin on January 26. “The
inclusion of beneficiaries in
the welfare schemes is a con-
tinuous process,” he assured
the people.

The Minister also men-
tioned that TipparedIgudem
will see the construction of
cement roads, power line
extensions and removal of
lines over homes have been
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Minister Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy laying the foundation stone for developmental
work in Tirumalayapalem mandal in Khammam on Thursday

approved. Proposals have been
sent to the government for the
repair of roads damaged by
floods.

He assured that by the
upcoming monsoon, cement
concrete roads would be con-
structed. Approximately Rs 9
crore has been allocated to
resolve the problem being
posed by overhead electrical
wire.

Despite the precarious
financial conditions and the
legacy of a huge debt burden,
the Congress government is
sincerely working for the wel-
fare of the people and imple-

menting various schemes.
From January 26, Rs 12,000
per acre will be provided for
all cultivable agricultural
lands, and Rs 12,000 annual
assistance will be provided to
families of landless labourers.

The event was attended by
Irrigation Development
Corporation Chairman M.
Vijay Babu, Paleru
Constituency Special Officer
Ramesh, RDO Narasimha
Rao, Tirumalayapalem
Tahsildar Ramakrishna,
MPDO. Silar Sahib, public
representatives, officials, and
others.

Woman kills two

daughters, ends life

PNS B KHAMMAM snatching were registered
Baji in several police stat
In a shocking incident, a woman
allegedly killed her daughter and
hanged herself to death. The inci-
dent took place at
Nidhanapauram under Madhira
mandal in the district on
Thursday.

Sheikh Bhaji and Preja of
Nidhanapuram village had a love
marriage five years ago. The cou-
ple has two children. Bhaji used
to work as a bike mechanic in
Khammam. At the same time,
several cases of bike and chain

place, Preja resorted

was also asked to come

years ago.

the past. In the early hours of

Thursday, the police took Shaik

Bhaji away from his residence.
Soon after the police left the

extreme step. It was learnt that she

police station. Meanwhile, the
local police were unaware of the
arrest of Bhaji. They denied any
knowledge of the case that led to
his arrest. Preja had married Bhaji
in an interfaith marriage a few

in the district.

Local MLA Thudi Megha Reddy,
Nagarkurnool MP Mallu Ravi,
District Collector Adarsh Surabhi,

against
ions in

to the

to the

Man kills himself over harassment from finance company

PNS B KAMAREDDY

Unable to bear the harassment by a pri-
vate finance company, a young man
hanged himself to death.

The incident took place in Bibipet vil-
lage in the district on Thursday.

The deceased was identified as 32-year-
old Sunkari Praveen Goud.

Police have registered a case and are
investigating it.

Praveen Goud, a resident of Tujalpur
village, had borrowed Rs 3 lakh from a

Noisy protest mark Gram Sabhas on third day

PNS B NIZAMABAD

In the undivided Nizamabad
district, the Gram Sabha have
turned chaotic. Police person-
nel were deployed to maintain
peace at the meeting. The
meetings were disrupted by
protests and objections, with
many people expressing anger
over their names not being
included in the welfare
schemes announced by the
authorities. The lists of eligible
beneficiaries for schemes, such
as ration cards, Indiramma
houses, and Atmiya Bharosa
are being blocked, with people
protesting and even con-
fronting officials.

The people directed their
anger at the officials over the
“omission of names” from lists,

particularly for ration cards
and Indiramma houses, with
many questioning why their
names were left out. The
authorities are facing signifi-
cant protests, as many eligible
individuals are excluded from
the announced lists, while
names of ineligible individuals,
including political figures,
appear on them.

In several places like
Nizamabad rural, Balkonda,
Armoor, Bodhan, Banswada,
Ellareddy, and Jukkal con-
stituencies, people are raising
objections and questioning
the authorities. Some villages
have seen intense protests. In
particular, there is strong
opposition to the inclusion of
names of people who do not
qualify for the welfare

People protesting at a Gram Sabha in Nizamabad district on Thursday

schemes, with many villagers
claiming that political leaders
and influential individuals
have been included unjustly.
The meetings are continuing
under heavy police protec-
tiong, as the authorities antic-

of eligible beneficiaries for
various welfare schemes,
including Rythu Bharosa,
ration cards, Indiramma hous-
es, and Atmiya Bharosa. People
are questioning why some
ineligible individuals' names
are missing from the list.
Mahabubabad: In the Torrur
mandal of Mahabubabad dis-
trict, at a village meeting held
in Venkata Puram, there was
a heated argument between the
villagers and the officials when
eligible individuals did not
receive Indiramma houses.

ipate further unrest and The situation escalated as

five-star private finance company in
Kamareddy for the construction of a house
three years ago. Praveen Goud had been
paying equated monthly instalments
(EMIs) regularly since the beginning.

Praveen was, however, allegedly
harassed by the private finance staff for the
last three days as there was a delay in pay-
ing the last EMI of Rs 8,000.

Praveen Goud committed suicide by
hanging himself from a tree on the out-
skirts of the village. He is survived by his
wife and two children.

Man attempts suicide at Gram Sabha

PNS W MULUGU

local hospital. His condition
is stated to be critical. He was
transferred to the Mulugu
Area Hospital for better treat-
ment.

A tragic incident took place
in Buttaigudem,
Kannaigudem mandals in
Mulugu district.
During a Gram
Sabha meeting held
on Thursday to iden- |’
tify eligible benefi-
ciaries for
Indiramma houses
and ration cards,
chaos erupted. A
man, named
Nageswara Rao,
whose name was
missing from the list
of  beneficiaries  for

Nageswara Ra, ho attemted suicide at f;ralm
Sabha, is undergoing treatment at a hospital in
Mulugu on Thursday

Nageshwarara's  wife
Lakshmi said that her hus-

protests over the next few
days.

Jangaon District: Similar
protests are occurring in the
Jangaon constituency, where
people are objecting to the lists

the villagers expressed their
frustration by submitting a
memorandum in protest and
the officials were forced to
leave. This caused further ten-
sion in the village.

Indiramma housing scheme,
consumed pesticide at the
meeting.

Officials and the police
rushed Nageswara Rao to a

band consumed insecticide
because his name was includ-
ed in the list of beneficiaries.
She broke down and cried.

at Salkalapur would help people raise
their concerns, if any. He asked the
officials to ensure that no eligible per-
sons would be left out of welfare
schemes.

Bandi consoles
bereaved family
members of
BJP leader

PNS B KARIMNAGAR

Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay
Kumar consoled BJP senior
leader Devishetty Naveen
Kumar and his family mem-
bers at Ganeshnagar in
Karimnagar town on
Thursday.

It may be recalled Naveen
Kumar’s mother Devishetty
Rajamani (75) passed away
on January 17 due to age-
related ailments. The Union
Minister expressed his heart-
felt condolences to the
bereaved family members.

Earlier, the Union Minister
paid floral tributes to the por-
trait of Devishetty Rajamani.
Devishetty Rajamouli,
Information and Public
Relations Joint Director
Devishetty Srinivas,

Anjaneyulu, Hanumandlu,
Jayanth Kumar and other
family members were also
present.




remain in Himachal : CM

hief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Thursday said
Cthe 0Old Pension Scheme will continue as long as

Congress is in power in Himachal Pradesh. Addressing
a public gathering at Dari Mela Ground in Kangra’s
Dharamshala assembly constituency, Sukhu announced the
construction of the country’s largest international convention
center near Tapovan at a cost of Rs 150 crore. He said the
convention center would host seminars by major companies,
boost tourism and create employment opportunities for local
youth, a statement issued here said. The Congress
government fulfilled its election promise by reinstating the
0Old Pension Scheme (OPS) to 1.36 lakh government
employees, Sukhu said and asserted that OPS will continue
as long as Congress is in power in the state. The central
government has reduced the state’s loan limit by Rs 1,600
crore and imposed additional restrictions for reinstating the

OPS, he added.

‘What are we without our
land,’ says Omar

Thursday asserted the importance of a land and its

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on

people in forging their identity and exhorted them to
never let it go. The land of Jammu and Kashmir, a region
restive for decades, must be protected by its people at all
costs, he said. "When we talk about these matters - about
the Constitution, special status, and the prosperity of Jammu
and Kashmir - we are also talking about our identity. And our
identity is tied to our land," Abdullah said while addressing a
function in the Bari Brahmana area of Samba district. "We
want this land to remain ours. The land that Sheikh Abdullah,
with a single signature, transferred to you without any
compensation ... Without it, what do we truly possess?" he
said."'It must not be taken away from us, and this should
remain our collective effort," he added.

SAD crisis: Akal Takht calls
meeting of "Singh Sahibans’

mid resentment over the alleged non-compliance of the
AAkaI Takht's December 2 edict related to reorganizing the

embattled SAD, Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh Thursday
called a meeting of the five Sikh high priests on January 28.
Though Akal Takht secretariat officials in Amritsar did not
disclose the agenda of the meeting of five 'Singh Sahibans’
(Sikh high priests), they said it will discuss some important
"Panthic" issues at the Akal Takht, the highest temporal seat of
Sikhs. Meanwhile, the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) announced
that it has decided to depute rebel leader Gurpartap Singh
Wadala as an observer for its new membership drive, which
commenced on January 20. While pronouncing on December
2 religious punishment for Sukhbir Singh Badal and other
leaders for the "mistakes" committed by the SAD government
in Punjab from 2007 to 2017, the Akal Takht had also formed
a seven-member committee for starting the membership drive
and holding the elections for the post of SAD president and
other office bearers within six months.

‘80% people could have avoided

blindness with timely

PNS B MATHURA (UP)

Nobel laureate Kailash
Satyarthi said Thursday there
are 7 crore people blind peo-
ple in the country and 80 per
cent of them could have avoid-
ed losing their sight if they had
received timely treatment.
He stated that India needs
advanced and modern oph-
thalmic facilities, and it is
heartening to see that many
social organisations are work-
ing in this direction, ahead of
the government. Many Indians
are also working in this field,
providing medical aid to poor
countries, the 2014 Nobel
Peace Prize winner said while

treatment’

addressing the inauguration
ceremony of 'Kalyanam Karoti
Netra Sansthan' located on the
Mathura-Goverdhan road.
The institution has been start-
ed with a capacity of 200
beds, which will soon be
increased to 400 beds.
Shekhar  Bajaj, the
Chairman of Bajaj Foun
dation, was also present at the
event as a special guest.

PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday called upon peo-
ple to stay united in pursuit of
'viksit Bharat' and warned them
against the forces seeking to
weaken the country and break
its unity.

Addressing a 'Parakram
Diwas' event held in Cuttack to
commemorate Subhas Chandra
Bose's birth anniversary in the
city of his birth, Modi said the
iconic freedom fighter's life is a
source of continuous inspira-
tion for people.

In the remarks delivered vir-
tually, he said Netaji, as Bose
was fondly called, chose to
shun comfort zone and pre-
ferred to struggle for the coun-
try's independence.

Modi said, "He never got
trapped in a comfort zone.
Similarly, we all have to step out
of our comfort zone to build a
viksit Bharat. We have to make
ourself best globally. We have to
chose excellence and focus on
efficiency." Bose was single-
mindedly focussed on the coun-
try's independence and people
from diverse background unit-
ed for the cause, he said.

"Now we have to stay united
for a developed India," he said
and added, "Today when we are
engaged in realising the resolve
of developed India, the legacy
Netaji Subhas will constantly
inspire us." He said people
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In the remarks delivered virtually, he said Netaji, as
Bose was fondly called, chose to shun comfort zone and
preferred to struggle for the country's independence

should seek inspiration from
Bose's life for India's unity, urg-
ing them to keep working for
Viksit Bharat and saying that this
will be a true tribute to Bose. "We
have to stay alert to those who
wanted to weaken the country
and break its unity," he said.
The prime minister cited a
host of decisions, including the
naming of islands in the
Andamans after Bose, installa-
tion of his statue at India Gate
and celebration of his birth

anniversary as 'Parakram
Diwas', taken by his govern-
ment to emphasise on its work
to promote his legacy. Bose took
pride in India's heritage and
often spoke about India's rich
democratic history, encourag-
ing people to draw inspiration
from it, he noted.

Fast pace of development, he
added, goes hand in hand with
people's progress, strengthening
of the armed forces and over-
all development.

Nation 05
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While over 25 crore people
have been lifted out of poverty,
modern infrastructure in also
being built and the strength of
armed forces has risen in an
unprecedented manner in the
last one decade, he said. India
has emerged as a strong voice
globally, he added.He stressed
that a favourable environment
exists globally for India's
progress and that the world is
watching how the country
makes the 21st century its own.

The prime minister also paid
tribute to Bose at an com-
memoration  event in
Parliament along with leaders
from different parties, includ-
ing Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge.
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Ayushman Bharat best of all
schemes, says Amit Shah

PNS B SURAT

Union Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday said Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) was
the best among the public
welfare schemes launched by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Addressing a gathering after
inaugurating a trust-run can-
cer hospital and a sanatorium
on Dumas road here, the
Union Home minister also
said the PM "has done sever-
al historical works in just one
lifetime".

"But if you ask me to point
out the best one among all
these schemes, I will say
Ayushman Bharat Yojna.
Under this scheme, nearly 60
crore citizens are now eligible
to get free treatment of up to
Rs 5 lakh," Shah opined.

The cancer hospital, built by
a trust at a cost of Rs 250 crore,
that was inaugurated here will
accept patients having

Ayushman Bharat card, he
added.

"The Modi government
took several steps to improve
the healthcare scenario in the
country. India's healthcare
budget rose from Rs 37,000
crore in 2013-14 to Rs 98,000
crore under the Modi govern-
ment, which indicates a three-
fold increase in allocation.
The PM adopted a holistic
approach for improving health
services in the country,” he
said.

In 2014, there were 387
medical colleges which used to
produce 51,000 MBBS doc-
tors, while the number of
medical colleges went up to
766, producing 1.15 lakh
MBBS doctors, Shah pointed
out.

Other initiatives include
promoting the AYUSH sector,
providing clean drinking water
and promoting sports to
increase immunity and resis-
tance power among citizens,
the Union minister said.

Was Saif really attacked, wonders minister Nitesh Rane

PNS B PUNE

Maharashtra minister and BJP
leader Nitesh Rane sparked a
controversy on Thursday after
he raised questions over the
knife attack on Bollywood star
Saif Ali Khan wondering if the
Bollywood star was “really
attacked or if he was acting”.
The statement from Rane
comes a day after former Rajya
Sabha MP and Shiv Sena
leader Sanjay Nirupam raised
questions about the actor’s
swift return to normal life

following a six-hour surgery
for deep stab wounds.

Rane further spoke on per-
ceived biases, claiming that
while many speak out when a
‘Khan’ is attacked, similar
attention is not given to Hindu
actors. He was referring to late
actor Sushant Singh Rajput,
who died by suicide in June
2020, and said that opposition
leaders like Jitendra Awhad
and Supriya Sule had remained
silent on Rajput’s case but
were now vocal about Khan’s
situation. “Opposition leaders

Jitendra Awhad and Supriya
Sule did not speak about (late
actor) Sushant Singh Rajput.
She is concerned only about
Saif Ali Khan,” Rane alleged.
The statement of Rane drew
sharp criticism from Congress,
which accused the govern-
ment of mixing religion and
politics. In response,
Maharashtra Congress chief
Nana Patole condemned
Rane’s remarks, labelling them
as an attempt to create a “reli-
gious divide” and distract from
pressing issues. “Mixing reli-

gion and politics is BJP’s agen-
da to divert the attention from
issues being faced by people,”
he said. He urged police to
focus on capturing the actual
perpetrator rather than politi-
cising the situation and alleged
that there are discrepancies in
the probe as some reports
suggest that the individual
caught on CCTV may not be
the same as the one arrested.

“Instead of raising Hindu-
Muslim angle in law and order
situations, police must catch
the real culprit.

Unemployment, inflation rising
due to wrong policies: Congress

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
said the "ever-increasing"
unemployment and inflation
due to "wrong policies" of the
Modi government have made
life extremely difficult for lower
and middle class families, and
asserted that the country now
needs a budget that provides
relief from rising prices.
Congress general secretary
in-charge communications
Jairam Ramesh shared a media
report on X which claimed that
"back-breaking inflation in the
last 10 years has emptied the
pockets of the common peo-
ple". "The Modani govern-
ment has only taken care of its
rich friends in the last ten
years. Ever-increasing unem-
ployment and inflation due to
wrong policies of the govern-
ment have made life extreme-
ly difficult for lower and mid-
dle class families," Ramesh
said in a post in Hindi on X.
The prices of milk, flour,

pulses, petrol, diesel and veg-
etables are "skyrocketing", he
said. "The burden of EMIs and
daily needs is increasing on
every household. The country
now needs a budget that pro-
vides relief from inflation!"
he said. Will the government
take any concrete steps after
listening to the problems of the
people, Ramesh asked.

The  Congress  on
Wednesday claimed that it is
becoming clear that the "disap-
pointing" Quarter 2 GDP

growth numbers are not a blip
but a clear slowdown in the
economy and the post-pan-
demic bump is not broad-
based enough to power long-
term growth.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday also hit out
at the Modi government over its
economic policies and asserted
that real development is when
everyone progresses, there is a
fair environment for business,
a fair tax system and the income
of workers increases.

Lawyers names runs into
10 pages, order is few pages

SAYS SC ON MARKING APPEARANCES

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday raised concern over
a large numbers of lawyers
marking their appearance in
cases, and their names running
into several pages, whereas an
order was only a few pages.
A bench comprising Justices
Bela M Trivedi and Satish
Chandra Sharma said if a
lawyer was assisting the court
"effectively” it had no problem
in adding the appearance.
"Names of lawyers go into 10
pages and the order will go into
only a few pages. We are not
passing any orders on how the
names of advocates should be
included in the order. Since
you are representing the Bar,
we are hearing out," it said.
The top court said though
many lawyers appeared with
the arguing counsel, nobody

argued when asked to.

"Or we would have clearly
said you have no locus.
Whoever is attached with the
lawyer, their names are there.
It cannot be done like that.
When we see they are assisting
you effectively, their names are
there. We will pass the orders,"
the bench told senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, appearing for the
Supreme Court Bar

Association (SCBA). Sibal sub-
mitted the SCBA and the
Supreme Court Advocates-
on-Record Association would
submit a proposal to regulate
the issue.

"You are right; 30-40 names
cannot be given. But some rea-
sonable, fair procedure to
ensure that genuine people
who are here and their names
should be added," he said.

Republic Day to showcase military prowess

PNS B NEW DELHI

Some of the cutting-edge
defence platforms including
BrahMos, Pinaka and Akash
will be part of the 76th
Republic Day celebrations on
Kartavya Path with Army's
Battle Surveillance System
'Sanjay' and DRDO's surface-
to-surface tactical missile
'Pralay’ set to be showcased in
the ceremonial parade for the
first time, officials said on
Thursday.

India will display its mili-
tary prowess and vibrant cul-
ture heritage on the majestic
boulevard here on January 26,
and the flypast will feature 40
IAF aircraft and three Dornier
aircraft of the Indian Coast
Guard. Lt Gen Bhavnish
Kumar, General Officer
Commanding, Delhi Area will
be the Parade Commander
while Parade Second-in-

Command would be Chief of
Staff (COS), Delhi Area, Maj
Gen Sumit Mehta.
Interacting with mediaper-
sons here soon after the com-
pletion of the full dress
rehearsal of the parade, Maj

Gen Mehta said the solemn
event will showcase India's
military prowess with a num-
ber of cutting-edge platforms,
a range of vibrant tableaux as
well as the country's rich her-
itage. T-90 'Bhishma' tanks,

BrahMos and Pinaka missile
systems, Akash weapon sys-
tem, Sarath (Infantry Carrying
Vehicle BMP-II), Short Span
Bridging System 10m, Nag
Missile System, multi-barrel
rocket launcher system

'Agnibaan’, and 'Bajrang'
(Light Specialist Vehicle) will
take part in the parade.
Asked what factors were
kept in mind while lending
names to such platforms such
as 'Agnibaan' and 'Bajrang,
the COS, Delhi Area said,
"Specialised vehicles made
under 'Atmanirbhat Bharat'
vision earlier reflected their
capabilities, such as all-terrain
vehicles, specialised mobility
vehicle. We have given them
names, they were not chris-
tened earlier. When they were
being named, our cultural
heritage was also acknowl-
edged through the names."
Asked which platforms are
taking part in the Republic
Day celebrations for the first
time, Maj Gen Mehta said,
Battle Surveillance System
‘Sanjay' and DRDO's 'Pralay’
weapon system will be seen in
the parade for tehe first time.

The Indian Army will be rep-
resented by a mounted col-
umn, eight mechanised
columns, and six marching
contingents, officials said. The
mounted column will be rep-
resented by the 61 Cavalry.

The marching columns will
consist of contingents from
Brigade of the Guards contin-
gent, Jat Regiment, Garhwal
Rifles Regiment, J&K Light
Infantry (JAKLI) regiment
and a contingent of the Corps
of Engineers. While 75 years
of enactment of the
Constitution is the focus of
Republic Day celebrations this
year, the theme for the
tableaux is 'Swarnim Bharat:
Virasat aur Vikas'.Sixteen
tableaux from various states
and Union Territories and 15
from central government min-
istries, departments and
organisations will pe part of
the ceremonial parade.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Trump’s ultimatum

Trump’s plain talk on the Ukraine war— ‘end it or face
sanctions’'— could mark a turning point in the conflict

Vladimir Putin to bring an immediate end to the ongoing Ukraine war. Labeling the

|n a dramatic intervention, US President Donald Trump has asked Russian President

conflict ‘ridiculous,” Trump warned of severe economic sanctions and tariffs against
Russia if Putin failed to negotiate peace. The threat marks a sharp escalation in Trump’s
rhetoric on a war that has already claimed the lives of over a million soldiers on both
sides. Speaking on Truth Social platform, Trump reaffirmed his affinity for the Russian
people and his respect for Putin but did not shy away from criticising the Russian leader
for prolonging the bloody conflict. “We must never forget that Russia helped us win the
Second World War, losing almost 60 million lives in the process,” Trump said, high-
lighting historical ties while urging an end to the ongoing devastation. Trump’s approach
combines a mix of hardline economic threats and diplomatic overtures. In his straight-
forward message he suggested that the economic repercussions of prolonged conflict

would be catastrophic for Russia. He emphasised that
his preference was for a peaceful resolution.

The Ukraine war, which began with Russia’s invasion
in February 2022, has dragged on for nearly three years.
The conflict has claimed the lives of nearly a million
Russian soldiers and 700,000 Ukrainian troops. These
staggering figures underscore the war’s devastating
impact, making it one of the deadliest conflicts of the
21st century. Economic consequences have also been
severe, particularly for Russia. International sanctions,
coupled with the strain of prolonged military opera-
tions, have left the Russian economy struggling with
inflation and stagnation. Trump pointed to these eco-

nomic pressures as a potential leverage point, suggesting that a peace deal is in Russia’s
best interest. Trump’s ultimatum reflects a marked departure from his earlier, more ambigu-
ous stance on the contlict. Trump administration is in direct talks with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky and Trump himself plans to engage with Putin directly. He appears
intent on delivering on that promise with a mix of economic coercion and diplomatic
engagement. Despite the grim reality of the war, Trump’s comments offers a glimmer
of hope for an early resolution. He has emphasised that both Zelensky and Putin should
pursue a deal, suggesting that the leaders’ willingness would be pivotal in ending the
conflict. Trump’s ultimatum to Putin could signal a turning point in the Ukraine war, but
the path forward remains fraught with uncertainty. While the economic pressure could
incentivise Russia to negotiate, the deep-seated political and territorial disputes fueling
the conflict may prove challenging to resolve. As the world watches, Trump’s next moves—
whether imposing sanctions, brokering a deal, or recalibrating military aid—will shape
not only the future of the Ukraine war but also the broader geopolitical landscape. For
now, one thing is clear: Trump is determined to make his mark on history by ending a
war that has caused untold suffering and reshaped global politics.

Lt §iyt

Tourists pose for pictures at the Taj Mahal, in Agra
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Can suspending commodity

derivatives rein 1n food price

SANJAY RAWAL

The debate over whether speculative trading in futures commodity markets
drives food price inflation remains unresolved in India and across Asia

ile there are
several concerns
in India and
across Asia, cer-
tain policy and
key opinion circles that food
price inflation is catalysed or
influenced somehow by specula-
tive trading in the futures com-
modity markets. Even while opin-
ions are divided in policy circles
and among economists who have
studied and examined the nature
of the relationship between food
inflation and commodity and
derivative futures trading con-
tracts, and no empirical evidence
hitherto seems to have been
found despite numerous studies
undertaken in India.
It would be worth mentioning
that a detailed empirical research
study conducted by leading
researchers from the Indian
Institute of Management Udaipur
specifically studied three sus-
pension events in India of futures
traded commodities, which led
the researchers to firmly state that
the counterfactual for each of the
examined episodes confirms that
even in the absence of trading sus-
pensions, food prices or inflation-
ary trends would have followed
their dynamic path.
Any upward price volatility could
ostensibly be the effects or coun-
tereffects of various extraneous
domestic or global (especially
geopolitical) factors. It is also
equally understandable and nat-
ural for any governing policy
institution to be both fully cog-
nisant and mindful of food price
inflationary trends, and the fact
that rising food prices can have a
cataclysmic effect on food secu-
rity and thus, by extension could
have substantive socio-econom-
ic impact.
Successive policy establishments
and ecosystems have always been
overly cautious, ever since futures
trading commodity derivatives
exchanges were established in the
early 2000s. Despite the mandate
of such commodity exchanges
that futures trading contracts
encourage effective and fair price
discovery and risk hedging, which
consequently safeguards the com-
modity value chain from price
risk which is a result of a funda-
mental play between demand
and supply the apprehensions

concerning these market-dri-
ven tools continued to remain,
manifesting itself the way of
multiple instances of suspen-
sions on certain commodity
derivative contracts.

While trading suspensions
have been a constant feature
since 2007-2008, under the
advisement of the price mon-
itoring mechanisms and agen-
cies within the government
policy ecosystem, there never
has been an occasion when
suspensions of commodity
trading exceeded more than a
year in a single stretch, barring
the odd ‘sensitive’ food com-
modity. So as a commodity
markets expert, with a domes-
tic and world view of ongoing
trading in global commodity
markets, one begs to specifical-
ly ask - Do derivatives trading
suspensions really rein in food
price inflation?

Researchers have constantly
alluded to synthetic control
methodologies to apply to
their studies for studying spe-
cific suspensions, their findings
fairly and comprehensively
conclude and determine that
there is no empirical evidence
that derivatives suspension
had any impact whatsoever on
food prices.

On the contrary, from specif-
ic instances studied, such as
those of Bengal Gram (Chana)

LETTERSE( N1}

in August 2021 and Mustard
Seed Derivatives in October
2021, analysis from the said
report from IIM Udaipur
shows that prices of both com-
modities, Chana and mustard
oil, would have continued on
the same price trend path
even without the suspension.
To specifically quote a potent
segment of the said study - it

SUCCESSIVE clearly articulates that the con-

ducted research does not find

POLICY any role of futures market

ESTABLISHMENTS  trading on price changes, nor

does it find any empirical evi-

AND  dence of the impact of suspen-

sion of trade on price behav-

ECOSYSTEMS iour in the period after suspen-

HAVE ALWAYS sion. Rather, the analysis shows

that prices of commodities

BEEN OVERLY  such as mustard oil would have

had a similar trend even with-

CAUTIOUS, out the suspension.

EVER SINCE Furthermore, the study finds

that before the suspension

FUTURES  futures market had a dominant

share of 64 per cent in discov-

TRADING ering the true and fair price of

COMMODITY the mustard seed commodity
derivative.

DERIVATIVES  The study goes on further to

articulate that commodity

EXCHANGES derivative suspensions hurt

WERE genuine participants discour-

age the growth of domestic

ESTABLISHED agri-derivatives markets and

IN THE resultantly impact the growth

of price hedging prospects of

EARLY 2000S the commodity value chain

Al and defence dynamics: Global

trends and India’s adaptation

PANIC KILLS PASSENGERS

E EDITOR

including CBBOs (Cluster
Business Organisations) and
FPOs (Farmer Producer
Organisations), while conse-
quently hurting the value real-
isation and income levels of
farmers.
It also adversely impacts Indias
position in providing a global
price benchmark, despite the
country being a major produc-
er and consumer of several
agricultural commodities.
Needless to say, as an active
observer of the Indian agri-
based commodity trading
ecosystem, it behove advoca-
cy and argument that summa-
ry commodity suspensions as
a method to arrest or contain
food price inflation should
not be adopted and further the
suspension of futures trading
contracts of agricultural com-
modity derivatives must be
revoked. In closure, one must
say emphatically that the devel-
opment of the agri-deriva-
tives market is supported in
India, which in turn will lead
to fair price discovery and
transparent hedging of price
risks, eventually creating a
positive socio-economic
impact for farmers and the
agri-ecosystem in India.
(The writer is national presi-
dent of Commodity
Participants Association of
India; views are personal )
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India 1s harnessing Al to enhance national security, counter threats and
establish itself at the forefront of the defence innovation landscape

ross-border terror-
‘ ism and geopolitical

tensions, such as the
Russia-Ukraine conflict and
Israel-Iran hostilities, have
driven unprecedented
defence spending since
World War II. To counter
these threats, nations are
leveraging artificial intelli-
gence (AI) to build resilient
defence systems. Al
enhances national security
by enabling robust deci-
sion-making to detect,
analyse, and address com-
plex threats across multiple
fronts.
The Shift Towards Al in
Defence
Al is transforming defence
strategies, reducing reliance
on human personnel. The
US military’s active-duty
personnel are at their low-
est levels in eight decades,
while the UK. has seen a 30
per cent reduction since
2000, largely due to AI-dri-
ven tools replacing soldiers
in high-risk operations.
With advancements in IoT
and data analytics, experts
predict a significant
increase in Al-based
defence systems globally.
India’s AI-Driven Defence
Evolution

b

India, a leading G20 nation,
is actively integrating Al
into its defence framework
to counter internal and
external threats. Initiatives
like the 2022 launch of 75
Al-enabled defence prod-
ucts highlight India’s focus
on cybersecurity, automa-
tion, and autonomous sys-
tems.

The Ministry of Defence
(MoD) allocates $12.6 mil-
lion annually for AI pro-
jects, including the estab-
lishment of an AI center at
the Military College of
Telecommunication

Engineering (MCTE).
Additionally, the 2024
launch of Indias first Al
Data Bank aims to enhance
national security through
real-time analytics and pre-
dictive capabilities.

AI in Security and
Surveillance

AT aids investigation agen-
cies in video surveillance
and threat detection,
analysing behaviour, com-
munications and psycho-
logical patterns to identify
risks. Using both Strong
AT (mimicking human cog-
nition) and Weak AI

(focused tasks), intelligence
agencies enhance security,
mitigate breaches and safe-
guard civilians and public
institutions.

Challenges and Future
Prospects

Despite promising advance-
ments, Al adoption in
India’s defence faces chal-
lenges, including data pri-
vacy, cybersecurity and eth-
ical concerns surrounding
autonomous systems. To
remain competitive, India
must increase investments
in research, collaborate
internationally and address
accountability issues tied
to Al-driven military oper-
ations.

Conclusion

By adopting a risk-based
regulatory framework,
India can ensure the ethical
and effective deployment of
AT in defence. While chal-
lenges persist, the ongoing
innovations and strategic
initiatives signal a future
where India’s defence capa-
bilities transcend tradition-
al methods, embracing Al
as a cornerstone of nation-
al security.

(The writer is Co-founder
& CEO, Innefu Labs; views

are personal)

Madam — Twelve passengers on the
Pushpak Express were killed and 55
injured after jumping from the tight-
packed unreserved coaches onto the track
in panic, fearing a fire (they don't even
notice or hear approaching trains), only
to be run over by the Karnataka Express
near Pachora railway station in Jalgaon dis-
trict of Maharashtra. Unable to understand
when the public will get some sense. Why
do they need to wander on tracks even if
they had jumped out of a train that they
thought was on fire?
Though for this sad mishap we definite-
ly cannot blame the railways from any
angle. Even though people may have
agreed with me that Indians have lost trust
and faith in the railway administration to
such an extent that without verifying the
rumour, they believe it (smoke that per-
haps sparked rumours of a fire) and act
accordingly. This shows total distrust of the
railways.This is not the first instance; the
Jalgaon tragedy revives the painful mem-
ory of a similar accident in which 21
women and a boy lost their lives in
Mumbai’s Goregaon.
On October 13, 1993, passengers on
Western Railway’s ‘ladies special’ local
between Borivali and Kandivali jumped off
a first-class compartment onto the tracks
after seeing smoke rise from the under-
carriage of their stationary train. Whatever,
we all know how our system works. It’s the
responsibility of people who travel to take
care of themselves, not the railway. Yes, it
is really tragic for people to lose their lives.
It is a big loss to their families. A moment
of profound grief and sorrow. . May God
give strength to all the deceased family
members at this difficult time. May their
souls rest in peace. Om Shanti.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad

FREEBIES HURT ECONOMY

Madam—The growing trend of offering
freebies during elections, such as in the
Delhi Assembly polls, poses significant
challenges to both the economy and
democracy. Economically, these promis-

US withdraws from WHO

iRy ;
£

World H
Organization

n a tearing hurry to make America great again,

Trump bombarded his country and the rest

of the world with a slew of executive orders.
He withdrew the US from the World Health
Organisation, alleging that the global agency had
mishandled the COVID-19 pandemic. His own
handling of the coronavirus catastrophe was
dreadful—over 3,50,000 deaths were reported
in the US in 2020, the final year of his first
term—but those glaring lapses are of no con-

es strain public finances, divert resources
from critical sectors, and create an unsus-
tainable dependency culture.
Over time, this undermines fiscal disci-
pline and hampers long-term develop-
ment. In the democratic sphere, freebies
erode accountability, manipulate voter
choices, and shift focus away from sys-
temic reforms. They often favour imme-
diate political gains over addressing struc-
tural inequalities, weakening institutions,
and fostering inequity. While welfare
measures are essential for uplifting mar-
ginalised groups, they must be carefully
balanced with sustainable policies.
Policymakers should prioritise structur-
al reforms, economic growth, and target-
ed welfare instead of indulging in compet-
itive populism. Ultimately, a balanced
approach is key to safeguarding both fis-
cal health and the integrity of democrat-
ic processes.

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai

RUPEE’S FURTHER DECLINE EXPECTED
Madam — India’s Weakening Rupee and
its expected Impact on the Indian Stock

sequence to him now. He has washed his hands
of international collaboration to combat any
future pandemic. Trump also signed America’s
withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement,
whose main goal is to limit global warming to
1.57C above pre-industrial levels.
Last year ended as the planet’s hottest on record,
and the target looks even more improbable now
with the US jumping ship. In an irrational way,
the President pardoned 1,500-odd protesters
who stormed the US Capitol on January 6, 2021,
in a bid to prevent lawmakers from certifying
his election defeat. The incident was a big blow
to American democracy. In stark contrast, there
is bad news for those desperate to sneak into
the US, as Trump has declared illegal immigra-
tion at the US-Mexico border a “national emer-
gency.” It's America First for him—and the world
must brace itself for the worst.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

Market and on Companies with Large
USD Borrowings and other relevant
issues. Rupee’s further decline cannot be
avoided. RBI's own calculations indicate
alarge overvaluation of the rupee, so alot
more decline of the rupee against the dol-
lar must happen, especially if the US
imposes tariffs.
In case of a large and rapid rupee decline,
the economy and stock markets could be
disrupted. Therefore, economic turmoil is
unavoidable. If the rupee becomes signif-
icantly weaker against the dollar, the debt
and interest repayment burden of these
Indian companies will go up. If the rupee
is strong, then dollar debt becomes cheap-
er. So, nobody gained from this RBI pivot
of 2022. Short-term strategies can some-
times have long-term consequences. India
got into this mess by betting on high GDP
growth, which can be the only saviour in
this situation. But now the GDP growth
itself has slowed.

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Mumbai

Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY:
CHAMPIONING THE GLOBAL SOUTH

India’s approach balances national
priorities with global responsibilities

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

ndia’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar attended the US presi-

dential inauguration earlier this week. President Trump’s inauguration

by itself is an epochal moment for global international relations. India
outlined its foreign policy approach a few days ago, during EAM’s address
at Nani Palkivala’s memorial lecture. He mentioned that India’s foreign
policy in 2025 reflects a deepening commitment to multilateralism, but
also recognises the competitive realities of a shifting global order. The
nation has embraced issue-based partnerships with major groupings
like the Quad, BRICS, and the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC). India’s ability to balance multiple memberships and partnerships
underscores its evolving diplomatic strategy, driven by a pragmatic
approach to international relations.
At the heart of India’s foreign policy is a strong solidarity with the Global
South, rooted in post-colonial values of independence, sovereignty and
resistance to external pressures. This unique perspective sets India apart
from traditional alliance structures, as it champions the rights of devel-
oping nations while pursuing its strategic interests. While India contin-
ues to engage in global dialogues, it maintains its core principle of non-
alignment and the freedom to choose partners based on national prior-
ities. Recent shifts in India’s domestic policies—across politics, eco-
nomics and security—have influenced its foreign relations.

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

Budget 2025: A roadmap to empower

farmers and reignite rural India

A S MITTAL

The Budget must go beyond promises—it must deliver feasible solutions to
secure livelihoods, strengthen rural demand and bridge the rural-urban divide

s L .

inance Minister Nirmala ﬂ
Sitharaman gears up to present ]
the Union Budget 2025-26 on
February 1, the nation stands at
a pivotal crossroads. With GDP
growth projected to dip to a four-year low
of 6.4 per cent in FY 2024-25, the spotlight
turns to revitalising the rural economy, a
cornerstone of the country’s consumption-
driven progress.
The urgent call for agricultural reforms has
grown louder, fueled by ongoing farmer
protests, including the fast-unto-death by
70-year-old farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal at Punjabs Khanauri border,
which has captured national attention,
demanding a legal guarantee for Minimum
Support Price (MSP). Agriculture, which
employs nearly 45 per cent of the coun-
try’s workforce and sustains over 60 per
cent of its rural population, is at a break-
ing point. Stagnant productivity, declining
incomes, and policy neglect have left farm-
ers in crisis. This Budget cannot be limit-
ed to lofty promises—it must deliver
practical solutions to secure livelihoods,
strengthen rural demand, and narrow the
rural-urban divide. Revitalising agriculture
is not just an economic necessity but a
moral obligation to foster inclusive growth.
Here’'s how Budget 2025 can introduce .
transformative measures to bolster the :
agricultural sector and ensure rural spend- :
ing—currently contributing 60 per cent of :
total consumption —fuels India’s econom-
ic resurgence.
1. Boost Agriculture Budget and:
Research
The allocation for agriculture and allied :
sectors constitutes only 3 per cent of the :
Union Budget, which needs to be raised :
to at least 7.5%. Unspent funds in this cat-
egory should be carried forward to address :
'cr}ticezl ga;ps i? researcth, educactlion, and cAash reqfllireme1f1t§. a N
infrastructure for crop storage and process- i A more farmer-friendly approac
ing. Investing in agricultgural research - INDIA'S FARMERS: would be to convert YKCCS into
institutions to develop climate-resilient : LACK A running overdraft accounts,
crop varieties and sustainable farming : i increase the credit limit to Rs 10
techniques can enhance productivity. : : lakh, and cap interest rates at 4 per
Encourgging public'—private partnersh‘%gs ROBUST cent. Removing usage restrictions
lﬁ agrarian 1nnOVﬁt10n can further drive : SOCIAL SECUR'TY ?n loans woul(ll( flirther empower
the sector’s growth. : NET : farmers to make long-term agri-
2. Provide Legal Backing to MSP : - cultural investments. Additionally,
The persistent demand for Minimum : - simplifying the KCC application
Support Price (MSP) with legal guarantees : A NON procesfsyan% enhancing awareness
highllights the s;:lctor’s Vulnerabilit}ies. CONTR'BUTORY through rural outreach progracllns
Implementing the MS Swaminathan : i can improve access to credit.
Commission’s %‘ecommendation of setting : PENSION OF Expanding the scheme to include
MSP at C2 (comprehensive cost pf produc- RSS’OOO PER sharecroppers, tenant farmers,
tion) +50 per cent and granting it legal sta- : : and farm labourers can promote
tus can ensure private buyers do not exploit MONTH FOR ¢ financial inclusion in agriculture.
SMALL AND: for Small Farmers

5. Introduce a Pension Scheme
but could protect farmers from distress : M ARG”\' AL India’s farmers lack a robust social
sales. Furthermore, creating a robust : i security net. A non-contributory
monitoring mechanism to enforce MSP FARMERS AGED 60 pension of Rs3,000 per month for
and extending its coverage to more crops : AND ABOVE - small and marginal farmers aged
'f}?n t1mprove farme;s incomes. Etnhancmg; OWNING UP TO 25 }610 ?nd abfoxlze, (;)wmnl%i up tqu

e transparency of procurement process- : ¢ hectares of land, could provide
es through digital platforms and integrat- i much-needed financial security.
ing MSP enforcement with local market : HECTARES OF Contributions from state govern-
reliable. LAND, COUI—D scheme. Implementing such a
3. Enhance PM-KISAN Support - pension system can alleviate pover-
The Rs 6,000 annual support to around 10 : PROVIDE MUCH ty among elderly farmers and
PM-KISAN to help meet their working SECUR'TY
capital needs, unchanged since its launch : : 6. Strengthen Animal Husbandr

P g Y
in 2018, has not kept pace with inflation. i and Dairy Sectors:

vest losses and natural calamities
can make the scheme more com-
prehensive and farmer-friendly.
9. Reassess Inflation Control
Policies
Policies like export bans, stock lim-
its on agricultural produce, and the
Food Corporation of India (FCI)
dumping grains at below-market
prices undermine farmers’ prof-
itability. These interventions
should be re-evaluated to balance
inflation control with fair returns
for farmers. Encouraging exports
of surplus produce and ensuring
better storage infrastructure can
reduce post-harvest losses.
Developing a decentralised agri-
cultural pricing system driven by
real-time market data can align
domestic policies with global
demand trends. A Vision for
Fairness and Growth India’s agri-
cultural sector has long been the
backbone of its economy;, yet farm-
ers have faced systemic neglect and
economic disparity.
Over the last decade, the govern-
ment has written off Rs12.30 lakh
crore in big corporate loans, while
farmers continue to struggle under
mounting debt (Rs 18 lakh crore)
and policies that fail to guarantee
fair prices for their produce.The
2025 Budget presents an opportu-
nity to correct these imbalances.
By addressing these critical issues,
the government can improve farm-
ers’ lives, spur rural demand, catal-
yse GDP growth and lay the foun-
dation for a more equitable and
sustainable agricultural future. It’s
time to honour the farmers who
feed the nation by delivering the
support they deserve.
(The Author is Vice-Chairman of
Sonalika ITL Group, Vice-
Chairman( of the Punjab

‘ small-marginal farmers, who
i struggle to meet their expenses
: amid rising input costs for seeds,
 fertilisers, and irrigation.

i 4. Transform the Kisan Credit
i Card (KCC)

i The KCC scheme provides short-
i term loans with an interest subsidy
¢ for up to Rs 3 lakh. However, the
i rigid repayment schedule often
i forces farmers to rely on private
: moneylenders to meet short-term

be legally mandating private dairies
to match or exceed the milk pro-
curement prices set by coopera-
tives like Amul. Additionally,
incorporating milk and eggs into
the mid-day meal scheme can
improve farm incomes while tack-
ling malnutrition among children.
Promoting cattle insurance
schemes and increasing budgetary
allocation for veterinary services
can enhance livestock productiv-
ity. Encouraging the adoption of
modern technologies like artificial
insemination and genetic improve-
ment can further boost the sector’s
contribution to rural livelihoods.
7. Reform Fertiliser Subsidy
Policies

The current system treats fertilis-
er subsidies as farmer benefits but
deducts the subsidised amount
while calculating MSP. This prac-
tice lowers farmers” actual remu-
neration. MSP calculations should
instead consider the market price
of inputs, ensuring fairer returns
for farmers.The government could
also promote balanced fertiliser use
by incentivising organic farming
practices and providing subsidies
for bio-fertilisers. A shift towards
a direct benefit transfer system for
fertiliser subsidies can reduce leak-
ages and ensure benefits reach the
intended beneficiaries.

8. Simplify Crop Insurance
The PM Fasal Bima Yojana
requires farmers to navigate com-
plex procedures to claim compen-
sation. The government should
shoulder the entire premium ini-
tially, including the state’s share,
and simplify the claim process.
This would reduce the administra-
tive burden on farmers while
ensuring timely compensation for
crop losses.

Notably, India’s relationship with the United States has transformed, mov-
ing past historical hesitations to embrace a deeper strategic partnership.
This cooperation spans security, technology, trade, and science, bene-
fiting both nations. India’s diaspora also plays a crucial role, acting as
a living bridge to enhance bilateral ties. Despite occasional policy shifts
in the US, the foundation for a robust relationship is now firmly estab-
lished. However, India’s engagement with China remains a complex chal-
lenge. As the two largest Asian nations with over a billion people each,
their dynamic is shaped by historical disputes and differing political sys-
tems. The boundary issue, exacerbated by tensions since 2020, con-
tinues to complicate bilateral relations. The guiding principles for India’s
approach to China are mutual respect, sensitivity, and shared interests,
with an emphasis on long-term stability and a multi-polar Asia. In the
Indo-Pacific, India has extended its Act East policy, fostering deeper rela-
tionships with Japan, Australia and ASEAN countries, and strengthen-
ing the Quad alliance.

This partnership has progressed in areas such as climate action, mar-
itime security, and digital connectivity. Similarly, India’s collaboration with
Russia remains a pillar of its foreign policy, with growing economic ties
and shared strategic interests. India advocates for diplomacy in address-
ing global challenges, such as the Ukraine conflict, and seeks to pro-
vide solutions to global problems, including food security and climate
change.

It has assisted smaller neighbours during crises, including the 2023 finan-
cial support to Sri Lanka, reinforcing its role as a regional leader. However,
India’s relationship with Pakistan remains strained due to ongoing cross-
border terrorism. India is also engaged in strengthening ties with Myanmar
and Afghanistan, maintaining its people-to-people connections despite
political complexities. India’s global ambitions are reflected in its increas-
ing role in international organisations. As a proponent of multilateral reform,
India has pushed for changes in the United Nations, advocating for greater
representation of the Global South. It also leads initiatives such as the

farmers. This reform would not put a sig- :
nificant financial strain on the government :

committees can also make the system more : ments could further augment this
crore small and marginal farmers under NEEDED FlNANClAL reduce their dependence on fam-

ily support.

International Solar Alliance and Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure. These efforts highlight India’s growing responsibility as
a global power, dedicated to addressing pressing issues like climate

change, digital governance, and humanitarian crises.

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)

However, with inflation averaging 6 per :
cent over the past six years. The govern-
ment should consider doubling this sup- :
port to Rs 12,000 annually to address farm- :

ers’ growing financial needs.

This increase could significantly impact :

¢ Livestock contributes over 25 per
¢ cent to agricultural GDP but suf-
i fers from fluctuating milk prices
: and restrictive cattle rearing and
¢ trade policies.

- A simple yet impactful step would

Leveraging technology like satel-
lite imagery and AlI-driven risk
assessment models can streamline
the verification process and min-

imise disputes. Expanding insur-

ance coverage to include post-har-

Economic Policy and Planning

Board, Chairman of

ASSOCHAM Northern Region

Development Council.
Views expressed
are personal)

Pioneering community-led groundwater management for a sustainable future

The Atal Bhujal Yojana, designed to address India’s growing groundwater crisis, shifts the focus to a community-driven approach

— — ™ i it

he Atal Bhujal Yojana,
I or Atal Jal, is a pio-
neering government
initiative spearheaded b
the Ministry of Jal Shakti, in
collaboration with the World
Bank. This innovative pro-
gram marks a significant
departure from traditional
top-down approaches to
water management, instead
empowering communities
to take the lead in sustain-
able groundwater manage-
ment.
A Bottom-Up Approach to
Water Security Atal Jal has
been implemented across
8,203 Gram Panchayats, 229
blocks, and 80 districts in

seven states: Gujarat,
Haryana, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh,

Mabharashtra, Rajasthan, and
Uttar Pradesh.

By directly engaging with
marginalised farmers, the
poor, Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, minori-
ties, and other vulnerable
groups, the scheme pro-
motes inclusive development
and social equity.

The core objective of Atal Jal
is to increase groundwater
availability and ensure its
long-term sustainability. By
bolstering groundwater
resources, the programme
aims to enhance agricultur-
al productivity and build
resilience against the grow-
ing threats of climate change.
Atal Jal is more than just a
water management pro-
gramme; it is a catalyst for
social and economic trans-
formation. By empowering
communities and prioritis-
ing gender equity, the

SHANTANU GARG

scheme is paving the way
for a more prosperous and
sustainable rural India. As
this groundbreaking initia-
tive continues to unfold, it
offers a beacon of hope,
illuminating a future where
water security and equitable
development go hand-in-
hand.

With its transformative
impact  reverberating
through every layer of soci-

ety, this groundbreaking ini-
tiative is a harbinger of hope,
fortifying the future through
equitable resource manage-
ment and fostering pros-
perity among those it touch-
es.

The Atal Bhujal Yojana (Atal
Jal) is a comprehensive ini-
tiative that goes beyond
technical solutions to
address the pressing issue of
groundwater depletion. It is
a multifaceted programme
that combines technical
interventions with social
and behavioural change
strategies.

Empowering Communities
A key aspect of Atal Jal is its
focus on gender equality
and community empower-
ment. By involving women
in decision-making process-
es and capacity-building

sl =
i AT
programmes, the scheme
empowers them to play a
crucial role in sustainable
water use.

Women are encouraged to
participate in meetings,
training and leadership

roles, ensuring that their
perspectives and needs are

considered. Atal Jal employs
innovative approaches to
engage with communities.

Through a variety of activi-
ties, including rallies, com-
munity meetings, competi-
tions, and social media cam-
paigns, the scheme raises
awareness about groundwa-

ter issues and promotes sus-
tainable practices.

The programme also recog-
nises the importance of edu-
cating the next generation
and conducts essay and
drawing competitions in
schools.

To further enhance its
impact, Atal Jal utilises tech-
nology to monitor ground-
water levels and disseminate
information. The Atal Jal
mobile app provides stake-
holders and the general pub-
lic with access to informa-
tion about groundwater
resources and management
practices.

A Sustainable Future

Atal Jal’s well-defined sus-
tainable strategy involves
training community
resource persons and
preparing water budgets in

collaboration with the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj.
This systematic approach
ensures the long-term sus-
tainability of the program
and empowers communi-
ties to make informed deci-
sions about water use.

The success of Atal Jal is a
testament to the dedication
and hard work of the team
behind the initiative. By
combining technical exper-
tise with a strong focus on
social and behavioural
change, Atal Jal is poised to
become a model for future
groundwater management
programmes.

(The writer is Programme
Coordinator, the Green
Evolution, India, Nepal,
Bangladesh & Coalition for
Food Systems Transformation
in India; views are personal)
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Retail inflation for farm,
rural workers eases

' etail inflation for farm and rural workers eased to 5.01 per

Rcent and 5.05 per cent in December from 5.35 per cent
and 5.47 per cent, respectively, in November 2024.

The All-India Consumer Price Index for Agricultural Labourers
(GPI-AL) and Rural Labourers (CPI-RL) remained unchanged for
December 2024 at 1,320 and 1,331 points, respectively, a
labour ministry statement said.
According to the statement, the CPI-AL and CPI-RL were 1320
points and 1331 points, respectively, in November 2024.
The year-on-year inflation rates based on CPI-AL and CPI-RL for
December 2024 were recorded at 5.01 per cent and 5.05 per
cent, respectively, compared to 7.71 per cent and 7.46 per cent
in December 2023, it added. The corresponding figures for
November 2024 were 5.35 per cent for CPI-AL and 5.47 per
cent for CPI-RL.

Rupee falls 12 paise to settle
at 86.47 against US dollar

' The rupee declined 12 paise to settle at 86.47

provisional) against the US dollar on Thursday amid the

strengthening American currency and continuous
outflow of foreign funds. However, positive domestic equity
markets and lower crude oil prices supported the Indian
currency at lower level, forex traders said. At the interbank
foreign exchange, the rupee opened at 86.46 and moved
between high of 86.38 and low of 86.52 against the greenback
during the session. The local unit settled at 86.47 (provisional)
against the US dollar, registering a loss of 12 paise from its
previous close. On Wednesday, the rupee appreciated 23 paise
to close at 86.35 against the dollar.
Anuj Choudhary, Research Analyst at Mirae Asset Sharekhan,
said the rupee declined on a strong US dollar and recovery in
the US treasury yields. FIl outflows too weighed down the local
unit. However, weak crude oil prices and positive domestic
markets cushioned the downside.

HPGL net proflt more

than triples

reported more than tripling of its December quarter net

'H industan Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL) on Thursday

profit as marketing margins soared. Consolidated net
profit stood at Rs 2,543.65 crore in October-December 2024 -
the third quarter of April 2024 to March 2025 fiscal year
(FY25) - compared with Rs 712.84 crore earning in the same
period a year back, according to a stock exchange filing of the
company. Profit was also up quarter-on-quarter when
compared with Rs 142.67 crore earning in July-September
2024. Pre-tax earnings from downstream fuel retailing
business jumped to Rs 4,566.07 crore in the third quarter
from Rs 981.02 crore a year back and Rs 1,285.96 crore in
the preceding quarter. This is because HPCL and other state-
owned fuel retailers - Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (I0C) and
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) - continued to keep
retail selling prices of petrol and diesel on freeze despite a fall
in benchmark international oil prices during the reference

period.

‘India, US, Middle East to add 100 GW solar capacity’

PNS B NEW DELHI

India, the US and Middle East
are together expected to add
100 GW of solar capacity in
2025, while China will remain
a dominant player in the sec-
tor, Wood Mackenzie has
said.

According to its latest
research, the module prices
will also increase this year,
after two years of low solar
panel prices due to global
overcapacity.

This will compensate for
the significant losses in prof-
its that manufacturers expe-
rienced, it said.

"Emerging hubs in India,
the US and the Middle East
are expected to add at least
100 GW to the global solar
manufacturing capacity,”
Wood Mackenzie said.

China will remain the
dominant manufacturing
hub. China will continue to be
the world's solar manufactur-
ing centre with 75 per cent
(1.2 TW (terawatts) of the
global operational capacity
for major module compo-
nents, the report said.

Wood Mackenzie said that
coordination by Chinese
manufacturers, supported by
the Chinese government, will

Significant progress in
talks on India-EU free

trade pact: Of

PNS B NEW DELHI

There is a significant progress
in the negotiations for the pro-
posed free trade agreement
(FTA) between India and
European Union (EU), an
official said on Thursday.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal was in
Brussels last week to meet
European
Commissioner for
Trade Maros Sefcovic
to take stock of the
progress of the negoti-
ations.

"Good progress is
there on India-EU
FTA. There is a signif-
icant progress in talks,"
the official said, with-
out divulging more
details.

During the meeting
between Goyal and Sefcovic,
the two sides agreed to build
a commercially meaningful
trade agenda and work
towards a mutually beneficial
trade pact.

The two leaders have also
outlined political directions for
both the teams to develop a
mutually beneficial agenda
for trade and investment and
a robust FTA in an expedited
manner to meet global chal-
lenges.

The meeting came ahead of
the 10th round of talks

cial

between India and the EU,
which is scheduled from
March 10-14 in Brussels.

In the ninth round, both
sides discussed trade issues
covering goods, services,
investment and government
procurement along with nec-
essary rules such as rules of
origin, SPS (sanitary and phy-
tosanitary), and technical bar-

riers to trade.

In June 2022, India and the
27-nation EU bloc resumed
the negotiations after a gap of
over eight years. It was stalled
in 2013 due to differences
over several issues.

The total trade stood at
USD 180 billion in 2023-24.
India exported USD 75.18
billion in goods and USD
31.13 billion in services to the
EU, while the EU exported
USD 63.44 billion in goods
and USD 31.35 billion in ser-
vices to India.
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‘Inclusive growth key pillar of
India’s economic blueprint’

PNS m DAVOS

India will comfortably main-
tain a 6-8 per cent economic
growth rate while keeping
inflation under check in the
years to come, senior Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said on Thursday.

Speaking at a session during
the World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting here, the min-
ister said inclusive growth
remains a key pillar of the
country's economic blueprint,
alongside continued focus on
manufacturing, services and
simplification of laws.

Inclusive growth has been a
key reason for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi coming back
for a third term as he ensured
that the benefits of the eco-
nomic growth reached every
section of society, the minister
for railways, information and

PNS B NEW DELHI

Gold prices rose Rs 170 to hit a
Thursday amid a positive global
trend, according to the All India

Sarafa Association. The precious

10 grams on Wednesday.

fresh record high of Rs 82,900 per
10 grams in the national capital on

metal had closed at Rs 82,730 per

Money 08

broadcasting, and electronics
and information technology
said.

Vaishnaw said the talent
available in India is unmatched
across sectors and the world
today trusts India because of its

In about one year, the precious
metal surged Rs 20,180 or 32.17
per cent to Rs 82,900 per 10
grams from Rs 62,720 per 10
grams on February 23, 2024.
Extending the gains for the seventh
straight session, gold of 99.5 per
cent purity appreciated by Rs 170
to hit an all-time high level of Rs
82,500 per 10 grams. The metal

policies.

Companies are shifting their
factories and value chains to
India, he added.

Speaking at the same ses-
sion, industrialist Sanjiv Bajaj
said India has a government

had finished at Rs 82,330 per 10
grams in the previous trading
Session.

Gold of 99.9 and 99.5 per cent
purity grew Rs 2,320 each in the
last seven trading sessions.
However, silver prices declined Rs
500 to Rs 93,500 per kg from the
previous close of Rs 94,000 per kg
on Wednesday.

that delivers on promises it
makes to the industry.

India has become a world
leader in many sectors, includ-
ing in new-age areas like
drones, he added.

But, a growth rate of 6-6.5
per cent is not good enough for
a country as big as India, and
it needs growth of at least 7-7.5
per cent, he said.

At the same time, there are
some sectors and areas like
land procurement where more
needs to be done, Vaishnaw
said.

The government has done a
great job, but we need to grow
faster and make sure the pri-
vate capital comes in, he noted.

Vaishnaw said the simplifi-
cation of tariffs and customs
laws are among the key focus
areas of the government, and
export-led growth can be a key
differentiator.

Gold hits fresh all-time high of Rs 82,900 per 10 gm

Bullion traders attributed the rise in
precious metal prices to heightened
demand by jewellers and retailers,
along with a strong trend in the
international markets. In futures
trade on Thursday, gold contracts
for February delivery rose Rs 19 or
0.02 per cent to trade at Rs 79,583
per 10 grams on the Multi
Commaodity Exchange (MCX).

Rupee weakest
performing
currency in SA

PNS B NEW DELHI

Moody's Ratings on
Thursday said the Indian
rupee has depreciated by
around 5 per cent in the last
two years and has fallen by 20
per cent in the last five years
making it one of the weakest
performing currencies in
South and South East Asia.

Of the 23 rated Indian
companies, Moody's assessed
only six to be exposed to the
effects of dollar strength, but
these companies have suffi-
cient mitigating factors.

These companies are the
three oil refining and market-
ing companies (OMCs),
Bharat Petroleum Corpor
ation (BPCL), Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation
(HPCL) and Indian Oil
Corporation (IOCL), build-
ing materials producer
UltraTech Cement, Bharti
Airtel and ride sharing com-
pany ANI Technologies Pvt
Ltd. "While the rupee has
depreciated by only around 5
per cent in the last two years,
it has fallen over 20 per cent
since January 2020, making it
one of the weakest-perform-
ing currencies in South and
Southeast Asia," Moody's
said.

Sensex rises on gains in IT,
consumer durable stocks

PNS B MUMBAI

Stock markets extended gains
for the second day on
Thursday helped by buying in
IT, consumer durables and
commodity stocks amid a
largely positive trend in glob-
al markets.

In a volatile trade, the 30-
share index rose by 115.39
points or 0.15 per
cent to settle at
76,520.38. The
barometer started
on a negative note
dropping by 202
points to a low of
76,202.12. The
index pared losses
later and climbed
338.55 points or
0.44 per cent to
hit a high of
76,743.54.

The broader NSE Nifty rose
by 50 points or 0.22 per cent
to end at 23,205.35.

From the Sensex pack,
UltraTech Cement, Mahindra
& Mahindra, Sun
Pharmaceutical, Zomato, Tech
Mahindra, Tata Steel, Tata
Motors, Titan, ITC and Bajaj
Finance were the major gain-
ers.

In  contrast, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, HCL

Technologies, PowerGrid,

Reliance Industries, State Bank
of India, Hindustan Unilever,
IndusInd Bank, Nestle India
and Axis Bank were among
the laggards.

"Uncertainty  lingers
whether the trade tariff mea-
sures will affect global trade,
instigate higher inflation, and
currencies volatility. The trend
holds a declining momentum

YTD with a pause today con-
templating the upcoming 2025
budget, which has a muted
expectation,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services, said.

Meanwhile in-line Q3
results showcasing QoQ
growth to the indices suggest-
ing that Q4 will be much bet-
ter, Nair said.

In broader markets, the
BSE smallcap index rose 0.67
per cent and midcap gauge
jumped 1.78 per cent.

FIRST BUDGET OF MODI 3.0

Industry expects host of
measures to propel growth

PNS B NEW DELHI

With Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman prepar-
ing to present the first full
Budget of the Modi 3.0 gov-
ernment, industry players
from various fields have put
forth their demands for rais-
ing income tax limits, taking
measures for more job cre-
ation, and further improving
doing business to propel
growth.

The industry is hopeful
that the government will
announce a slew of measures
to boost consumption by
ensuring more money in the
hands of people, boosting
capital expenditure, giving
relief to the housing sector
and technological innova-
tions.

Moin Ladha, Partner at
Khaitan & Co, opined that
with the Union Budget 2025
fast approaching, the industry
as a whole is confident of
some interesting changes to
the regulatory landscape, par-
ticularly changes to foreign
investment policy, stream-

lined compliance, and key
policy changes in certain sec-
tors.

One such key change that
the Budget 2025 may bring is
the introduction of 100 per
cent foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in the insurance
sector, raising it from the
current 74 per cent, Ladha
said.

Raoul Kapoor, Co-CEO of
Andromeda Sales and
Distribution, said the upcom-
ing budget carries high expec-
tations, particularly for the
middle-income group, which
has been grappling with rising
household expenses and infla-
tion. Over the years, there

have been limited tax benefits
for this segment, despite the
increasing financial burden.

"One area in dire need of
attention is the tax deduction
limit on home loan interest
payments, which has
remained unchanged since
2014.

The limit was last increased
from Rs 1.5 lakh to Rs 2 lakh,
but in the decade since, real
estate prices have escalated
significantly due to rising
demand, land costs, and con-
struction expenses," Kapoor
said.

Sitharaman will present the
Budget on February 1 in the
Lok Sabha.

‘Al may be doing a lot, but ‘head, heart and hand’ still needed’

PNS B DAVOS

Artificial Intelligence may be
doing a lot of work already but
the world would still need
'head, heart and hands' of a
human, Union Minister Jayant
Chaudhary said on Thursday.

Speaking during a session
on 'Reskilling for the intelli-
gent age' during the World
Economic Forum Annual
Meeting here, the Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship Minister
also said dynamism is the
currency that all businesses are
asking for today.

On a lighter note, the min-
ister said he would call

Artificial Intelligence amor-
phic or shapeless because arti-
ficial in the Indian context
means 'naqli' or not real.

Chaudhary said India is
already working on training its
young talent for future
requirements.

My task is to break the silos
and our mandate is to skill our
future generation from the
school level with skills that
could be needed in the future
anywhere in the world, he
added. I don't want a situation
when a trained worker from
India comes to Europe and he
or she is told that he or she
knows nothing, Chaudhary
said.

He also said personally
every day is a day of reskilling
for him.

"T was in opposition and
now I'm in government. My
political constituency was
farmers and now my job is
skill development and school
education,” he said.

With businesses now invest-

ing over USD 240 billion
annually in AI and digital
infrastructure, the lack of
skills remains the top barrier
to unlocking the full potential
of digital transformation.

The session, also compris-
ing of CEOs from various
industries, deliberated on what
collaborative effort is needed
to bridge the skills gaps and
unlock the benefits for com-
petitiveness, growth and pro-
ductivity.

Honeywell CEO Vimal
Kapur said people are retiring
and new skills that are
required are not readily avail-
able and everyone needs to
work to solve this issue.

be the key to bringing about
rationalisation of the industry.

In 2025, advanced solar
technologies TOPCon and
Heterojunction (HJT) will be
the predominant cell tech-
nologies for utility-scale

e i

applications, displacing p-
type PERC (Passivated
Emitter and Rear Contact)
technolo

This shift will result in
better module efficiencies
and higher power densities.

The global solar industry
will also need to adapt to a
new and more uncertain pol-

| icy paradigm this year as

many countries held elec-
tions in 2024, and some of the
new administrations coming
into power bring a more con-
servative climate agenda to

- the table.

Uncertainty around renew-
able energy policy and the
future of incentives creates
ambiguity that will deter or
halt solar project develop-
ment in many regions.

Protectionist policies and
local content mandates intro-
duce additional costs and

challenges, particularly in
markets without a mature
solar manufacturing base.

"For example, developers
and manufacturers in India
struggle with higher costs of
domestic modules and
upstream components, and
the policies affect project
timelines and economic fea-
sibility, hindering the growth
seen in 2024," the Wood
Mackenzie said.

As per the the Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy,
India's total non-fossil fuel-
based capacity has touched
the level of 217.62 gigawatt

(GW) as of January 20.

FSSAI asks Patanjali
Foods to recall specified
batch of red chilli powder

PNS B NEW DELHI

Patanjali Foods Ltd on
Thursday said food regulator
FSSAT has directed the compa-
ny to recall a specified batch of
packed red chilli powder due to
non-conformity with food safe-
ty norms. The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) issued an order in this
regard on January 13, the com-
pany said in a regulatory filing.

The food safety regulator
"has directed Patanjali Foods to
initiate recall of the entire batch

of implicated food (i.e. Red
Chilli Powder (packed) of Batch
No. - AJD2400012 due to non-
conformance of Food Safety
and Standards (Contaminants,
Toxins and Residues)
Regulations, 2011", it said.

Incorporated in 1986, Baba
Ramdev-led Patanjali Ayurved
group firm, Patanjali Foods
(erstwhile Ruchi Soya) is one of
India's top FMCG players.

The company is present in
edible oils, food and FMCG and
wind power generation sec-
tors.
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When number uncovers corruption and justice
prevails, Madhavan gets the Hisaab Barabar

TEJAL SINHA
tejal.sinha30@gmail.com

isaab Barabar revolves
around Radhe (R
Madhavan), a senior tick-
et collector in the railways
who has an obsession with
numbers, balance and
accounting. A failure in achieving his
dream of becoming an accountant, Radhe
applies his meticulous sense of balance not
just to his work, but also to his personal
life, often to a fault. As a charming yet
somewhat reserved single dad, Radhe's life
takes a dramatic turn when he discovers
discrepancies in his bank account that lead
him to uncover a massive corruption
scheme within the banking system. Now,
what really happens and how the story
unfolds, you need to give it a watch.

ANALYSIS

At its core, Hisaab Barabar is a simple
story executed with charm and finesse.
Writer-director Ashwani Dhir crafts a tale
that avoids the usual pitfalls of preachy
social dramas. The narrative is straightfor-
ward but layered, focusing on themes of
honesty, morality and resilience while
keeping the tone light and family-friend-
ly. The story doesn't rely on convoluted
twists or melodrama; instead, it draws the
audience in with relatable characters,
crisp dialogues and a sense of earnestness.

While the film flits between genres -
romance, comedy, and thriller - it never
loses sight of its heartwarming essence.

HIGHLIGHTS

Hisaab Barabar distinguishes itself with
its unconventional protagonist, Radhe,
who is far from the larger-than-life heroes
typically seen in similar narratives. Radhe's
relatable quirks, including his obsession
with balance sheets and accountability,
make him an intriguing and authentic
character. His grounded personality and
personal struggles as a single father bring
a refreshing depth to the film's storytelling,
setting it apart from formulaic narratives.

The film's approach to addressing social

justice is another stand-
out feature. While it
delves into themes of
corruption and wealth
disparity, Hisaab Barabar
avoids being overly
didactic. Rather than
delivering moralistic
monologues or heavy-
handed messages, the film
opts for a subtler, more
engaging narrative. The
simplicity of its storytelling
ensures the themes res-
onate with the audience
without feeling overbearing, making it
both thought-provoking and accessible.
One of the most notable aspects of the film
is its ability to maintain a lighthearted tone
while addressing serious issues. The blend
of humour, warmth and moments of tension
creates a balanced narrative that appeals to
a broad audience. This tonal harmony
ensures the story remains entertaining and
family-friendly, avoiding the pitfalls of
becoming overly intense or melodramatic.
The film's heartwarming and relatable
themes also contribute to its appeal.
Beyond the central plot of exposing cor-
ruption, the movie explores relationships,
resilience, and the pursuit of justice in
everyday life. Radhe's journey to balance
his personal and professional challenges
resonates deeply, making the film emotion-
ally enriching. The execution of Hisaab
Barabar stands out for its refreshing sim-
plicity. The movie avoids convoluted
twists and unnecessary dramatics, opting
instead for a self-aware and earnest
approach. This straightforward execu-
tion respects the intelligence of its audi-
ence, offering a narrative that feels authen-
tic and honest while still being engaging.

DRAWBACKS

One of the noticeable drawbacks of
Hisaab Barabar lies in its tonal inconsis-
tencies. While the film admirably attempts
to blend comedy, drama and suspense, the
frequent shifts between these genres can
sometimes feel disjointed. Moments of
light-hearted humour or romance are
occasionally interrupted by sudden tran-
sitions to serious, high-stakes drama,
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BUREAUCRACY THROUGH
THE LENS OF CREATIVITY

Director: Ashwni Dhir
Patel and Shreyanshi Patel

Neil Nitin Mukesh

REVIEW

Streaming on: Zee5
Rating: 4/5

which can disrupt the narrative flow. This
lack of tonal balance detracts from the
film's overall coherence and makes it chal-
lenging for the audience to stay fully
immersed.

Another area where the film falls short
is in its underutilisation of certain char-
acters. While the story revolves around
Radhe's journey, pivotal supporting char-
acters - especially Kirti Kulhari's role - is
not given enough depth or screen time.
Her character, which could have added an
additional emotional layer to the story, feels
underdeveloped, leaving viewers wanting
more from her storyline. The film's ten-
dency to indulge in over-the-top moments
also detracts from its otherwise ground-
ed approach. While the antagonist's exag-
gerated portrayal offers moments of enter-
tainment, some of the scenes involving the
villain feel out of sync with the movie's sub-
tle and earnest tone. These overly dramat-
ic sequences risk pulling the audience out
of the story, as they clash with the film's

Producer: Jyoti Deshpande, Sharad

Cast: R Madhavan, Kirti Kulhari and

more realistic and heartfelt moments.

The narrative sometimes leans on pre-
dictable tropes and clichéd plot points,
which might feel overly familiar to sea-
soned viewers. Despite these drawbacks,
Hisaab Barabar remains a largely enjoyable
film. However, addressing these shortcom-
ings could have made it an even more com-
pelling and polished experience.

PERFORMANCE

R Madhavan's performance is undoubt-
edly the heart and soul of Hisaab Barabar.
He brings a disarming charm and authen-
ticity to the character of Radhe, a humble
ticket collector with a strong moral com-
pass. Madhavan masterfully balances
Radhe's quirks and vulnerabilities with his
quiet determination, creating a character
that is both relatable and inspiring. His
ability to seamlessly navigate the film's
tonal shifts - whether it's a comedic
moment or a high-stakes confrontation -
anchors the narrative and keeps the audi-

ence invested in his journey.

Neil Nitin Mukesh delivers a flamboy-
ant and energetic performance as the
film's antagonist. Playing the role of a cor-
rupt banker, Mukesh leans into his char-
acter's over-the-top personality with gusto.
While some scenes verge on caricature, his
unhinged energy adds a layer of entertain-
ment and creates a stark contrast with
Madhavan's restrained approach. His exag-
gerated portrayal might not resonate with
all viewers, but it undeniably adds drama
and a sense of unpredictability to the film.

Kirti Kulhari, despite limited screen
time, leaves a lasting impression with her
nuanced performance. As Radhe's love inter-
est and a pivotal character in the story,
Kulhari brings subtlety and depth to her role.
Her naturalistic acting style enhances her
scenes, and her chemistry with Madhavan
adds an emotional layer to the film. While
her character could have been explored fur-
ther, Kulhari makes the most of her role, ele-
vating every moment she's on screen.

TECHNICAL ASPECTS

Ashwani Dhir impresses with his
restrained and focused approach to story-
telling in Hisaab Barabar. His direction
ensures the narrative remains engaging
without feeling bloated, with a pacing that
avoids any dull moments. The film strikes
a careful balance between its various tones
- comedy, drama and suspense - while main-
taining a sense of authenticity. Dhir's story-
telling is straightforward yet impactful,
allowing the emotional core of the film to
resonate without resorting to melodrama.
The writing is one of the film's strongest
aspects, with a sharp and self-aware script
that avoids common clichés. The crisp dia-
logues are both entertaining and meaning-
ful, adding depth to the characters and their
interactions. Dhir's ability to blend humour
and serious themes seamlessly ensures that
the story feels relatable and grounded. The
writing also respects the audience's intelli-
gence, delivering a narrative that is engag-
ing without being overly complicated or pre-
dictable. The cinematography in Hisaab
Barabar effectively captures the charm of its
small-town setting. The visuals are clean and
grounded, complementing the film's tone
and enhancing its authenticity. The camera
work subtly underscores the emotions and
conflicts within the story, without ever feel-
ing intrusive or overbearing. The back-
ground score, while not particularly stand-
out, does a commendable job of support-
ing the narrative. It complements the film's
mood and transitions effectively, enhanc-
ing key moments without overshadowing
the performances or storytelling. Though
the music isn't a central highlight, it blends
seamlessly into the fabric of the film, ensur-
ing an immersive viewing experience.

VERDICT

Hisaab Barabar is a delightful watch that
thrives on its simplicity and strong perfor-
mances. It tells a heartwarming story of
resilience and justice, anchored by
Madhavan's exceptional portrayal of a
principled yet relatable hero. While it isn't
without flaws, the film's earnest approach,
engaging narrative and family-friendly
tone make it an enjoyable experience for
viewers of all ages.

1 Workplace mental health
focus shifts to anxiety
and panic disorders

nce you delve into the histo-
ry of Indian cartooning and
search for the location of the
International Cartoon Festival
in India, the answer is
Hyderabad.

From 2000 to 2002, Hyderabad hosted
international cartoon competitions focusing
on themes like gender discrimination, water
issues, and cyber humor. Former President
K.R. Narayanan launched the Indian Ink car-
toon anthology on globalization in Hyderabad
as well.

How did this all happen?

Senior cartoonists like Mohan, Subhani,
Sekhar, and Venkat envisioned making
Hyderabad a hub for cartoons. They were
encouraged by a senior bureaucrat at the time,
B.P. Acharya, who assured them, "All your
dreams will come true; go ahead!" Thanks to
Acharya, who invited the nation's leading car-
toonists, Hyderabad hosted two grand car-
toon festivals in Telangana.

B.P. Acharya is a remarkable talent with-
in India's bureaucratic system. He has a deep
love for rural artists and is a gifted writer and
political cartoonist. Recognized as a TED
Speaker, Acharya has collaborated with
renowned authors like Larry Collins and
Dominique Lapierre in editing the
Mountbatten Papers. Apart from contribut-
ing cartoons, he also writes articles for
English newspapers.

As a former IAS officer and Special Chief
Secretary of the Telangana government,
Acharya played a pivotal role in developing
industrial hubs such as Genome Valley,
Financial District, Mindspace in Telangana,
Sri City in Rayalaseema, and Brandix in North
Andhra. These initiatives have directly and
indirectly created employment for over 4 lakh
people.

How did he become a cartoonist?

Acharya attributes his passion for draw-
ing cartoons to the inspiring satirical lines
of legendary cartoonists R.K. Laxman and
Mario Miranda. Fascinated by humor and
art from a young age, Acharya translated his
four decades of experience in civil ser-
vices—from his student days to retire-
ment—into a cartoon anthology titled
Obtuse Angle.

Through his satirical lines, Acharya illus-
trated the challenges, hardships, and lighter
moments encountered in his journey as a civil
servant. He captured the inefficiencies of
India's governance system through sharp,
insightful cartoons, showcasing his extraor-
dinary talent not only as a bureaucrat but also
as a creative cartoonist.
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His cartoons serve as a medium to highlight
the struggles faced by common people, the
inefficiencies of politicians, and the challenges
within the civil service. The collection not only
reflects his artistic prowess but also sheds light
on the flaws in governance, administrative sys-
tems, and global developments.

Acharya's unique satirical style humanizes
societal issues while offering constructive crit-
icism of the system. His cartoons are not only

humorous but also thought-provoking, serv-
ing as a tool for understanding administra-
tive challenges. With a blend of fine lines and
subtle yet profound wisdom, Acharya’s car-
toons inspire budding artists to foster posi-
tive change through creativity. (To be avail-
able on Amazon soon)

(This book review, is written by Shyam
Mohan, Cartoonist and Journalist.)

oaring rates of workplace stress and anxiety are

evident, with approximately 40% of the work-

force reporting stress levels that significantly

impacted their ability to work in the last year.1
As we approach ‘Blue Monday’, known as one of the
most challenging days for mental health, International
SOS, the world’s leading health and security risk ser-
vices company, calls on organisations to take proac-
tive steps in addressing the mental health challenges
of employees.

International SOS has identified the three most fre-
quent mental health-related requests it has received
from global workforces across various sectors over
the past three years.2 These include support and
assistance for:

1. Anxiety disorder: intense and excessive fear and
distress, often accompanied by physical tensions.

2. Depressive disorder: mental health conditionchar-
acterised by persistent feelings of sadness, emptiness,
or loss of interest. It can significantly impact an
employee’s emotions, behaviour, and physical health.

3. Panic disorder: a condition when an employee-
has repeated, unexpected panic attacks and worries
constantly about when the next one might happen.

For individuals living with mental health condi-
tions, meaningful employment can significantly
contribute to their recovery and social inclusion,
fostering increased confidence and improved
social functioning. Research findings indicate that
employment can have a more profound positive
impact on mental health outcomes than tradition-
al psychiatric care alone.3 However, when an
employee experiences ongoing workplace stress, it
causes an elevated level of anxiety-causing hor-
mones.This sustained pressure can leave employ-
ees feeling fatigued and exhausted and, ultimate-
ly, may contribute to burnout. Without robust sup-
port, mental health conditions can severely impact
an individual’s self-confidence, job satisfaction, and
ability to thrive in theworkplace.

Dr Rodrigo Rodriguez-Fernandez, Global Health
Advisor, Wellness and Mental Health, at
International SOS, comments, “January and the
start of a new year can be a particularly challeng-
ing time for many. The post-holiday blues, the
return-to-work routines, and the harsh winter
weather in the northern hemisphere can really take
a toll on mental health and wellbeing. Blue
Monday presents a crucial opportunity for organ-
isations to proactively address mental health chal-
lenges for the year ahead and cultivate a culture of
wellbeing that extends far beyond this single day.

“For organisations, recognising the inextricable
link between good mental health, employee well-
being, and organisational effectiveness is paramount.
Alarmingly, workplace stress and anxiety rates
remain high, with around 15% of the global work-
ing-age population suffering from mental illness.4

The detrimental effects of stress are multifaceted and
can include circulatory and gastrointestinal issues,
as well as significant physical and emotional reper-
cussions.5 Protecting and promoting mental health
in the workplace is about strengthening capacities,
increasing awareness, and offering early interven-
tion opportunities for those in need”

International SOS offers five points fororganisa-
tions to implement proactive strategies to address
stress and anxiety in the workforce:

1. SUPPORT

Foster a supportive culture and work environment:
create a workplace culture that values open commu-
nication and support. Encourage employees to
speak up about their stress levels and provide a safe
space for them to share their concerns without fear
of judgment or repercussions.

2. BALANCE

Promote work-life balance and implement flexi-
ble work arrangements: consider changing time-off
policies to accommodate employees’ mental health
needs. Encourage employees to take breaks and set
boundaries between work and personal life.

3. ASSESS

Conduct regular stress assessments: regularly
assess the stress levels within the organisation
through surveys, feedback sessions, and health
screenings. Use the data collected to identify stres-
sors and implement targeted interventions to address
them.

4. ASSIST

Offer Employee Assistance Programmes (EAPs):
ensure easily accessible resources for mental health
support, including workshops forstress management
techniques, counselling services and mental health
hotlines.

5. TRAIN

Equip managers with mental health first-aid
training: upskill managers to identify signs of distress
and offer initial support to employees who may be
struggling.
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On Raj Kapoor’s centenary
celebration, actress Karisma
Kapoor showcased the
timeless beauty of Raw
Mango’s exquisite creations.
For the event, she wore the
Gomti kurta in sheer organza,
paired with a silk slip
featuring intricate zardozi
embroidery with nagshi in
both silver and gold.
Completing her look, Karisma
draped the Purabrath silk
organza odhani, adorned with
all-over floral butas, and
styled it with the Kalabha
translucent organza pant,
making a stunning statement
of refined tradition and
modern elegance.

Hyundai Motor India Limited unveiled the Hyundai
Creta Electric at JSP Hyundai, Jubilee Hills, in
Hyderabad. Actress and Bigg Boss 8 fame Soniya
Akula unveiled the exciting new model in the
presence of Gokul managing director, Prudhvi Reddy |
Director of JSP Hyundai and Syed Anwar, Hyundai
TSM on Thursday.
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Step into the > Gokaraju Rangaraju College of Pharmacy in Hyderabad has launched a free "Upskilling and Certification Programme on
WO”d.Of C’f’ Pharmacovigilance and Case Processing” for registered pharmacists in Telangana, This four-day initiative, created in
extraordinary > collaboration with organizations like the Life Sciences Sector Skill Development Council and supported by various
cockfails and ﬁ governmental bodies, aims to bridge the skill gap in the evolving life sciences sector.
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tollywood

Gandhi Tatha Chettuis a
thought-provoking film

a thought-provoking one. Non-violence and
trees are very important for the present
..... society and with love you can do anything,
opular director Sukumar's daughter though the result isllate. There area few
Sukriti Veni played the protagonistin | SCEMeS where the glr]’s father realizes and
the film 'Gandhi Tatha Chettu’. touches the feet of his daughter. The last
Padmavathi Malladi. who was the scene when the girl saves the cruel
witer for firmslike ‘Mahanatf and businessman frorm the vilagers is also
"Manamantha’ is making her debut as ¢ touching. The highlight of the move is
director with this film. Because of Sukumar's | When the gir’s father fixes her marriage
daughter, big production house Mythri Movie | With Someone at a very young age, the girl
Makers came forward to release it and took | Immediately goes and shaves her head.
over the project. Sesha Sidhu Rao, who There are many emotional and touching.
earlier directed a Telugu film titled ‘Choosi scenes in the film, but the only problem is
Choodangang’, has turned a producer with that the film runs at a very slow pace. There
this film. It has already won many awards at | &€ @ few scenes thiat seem to be siretched,
international and national film festivals. but in the end, Padmavathi's attempt is

Story:
Rama Chandrayya (Anand Chakrapani) lives i
in a village, near Nizamabad, in his 15 acre |
agriculture land. Apart from this, he loves a
big tree in his land and spends time under
the tree. He names his granddaughter as
Gandhi (Sukriti Veni), tells stories about
Mahatma Gandhi, especially about non-
violence, the ideologies which she follows
in her real life. If someone scolds her, she
never gets angry, never lies or never
encourages bad things. Because of the local
sarpanch, the sugarcane factory is closed.
The village people are unable to sell their
sugarcane and become penniless. At

the same time, a businessman (Rag

Mayur) steps into the village and asks
everyone to sell their land, so that he

can build a chemical factory. He

says that it will help the villagers to

garn money and also get jobs.

laudable. Definitely, she made a good film

with many realistic scenes. Many of the

villagers were also part of the film and
everyone acted in a realistic way. The music
and the cinematography are good and the
songs also come out well. The dialogues are
very thoughtful and written well. Making of
jaggery is more cinematic and the director

i could narrate in a very interesting way.

i When it comes to the performance, Sukriti

steals the show. She is very authentic about

the language and she acted very naturally.

It's really a daring decision to shave her

head to get into her character. She is perfect

for the role and emotes well with her
stunning performance. Anand Chakrapani
as grandfather did a commendable job and
he is very natural in that role. He is one of

i the few good character artistes we have and

i one wonders why our filmmakers are not

i using him in a proper way. Rag Mayur, the

young upcoming actor, already proved to be

a good actor with a few of his films earlier.

In this film, he played a negative role to the

hilt. The girl’s parents and all other actors

did their job well in other roles.

Finally, ‘Gandhi Tatha Chettu’ is a thought-
provoking film made with an interesting
idea which definitely is a timely reminder
to the society. Director Padmavathi

Malladi is successful as a debut
director and should be
appreciated for her efforts. Don’t
know whether this kind of film
will be a commercial success
or not, but it is certainly a
critically acclaimed one.

SURESH KAVIRAYANI
sureshkavirayani@gmail.com

| TAKE ONLY IN
WRHITE: VENKATESH

IN THE WAKE
OF IT RAIDS
ON SOME

OF THE
PRODUCERS
AND
DIRECTORS,
VENKATESH
AND ANIL
RAVIPUDI
COMMENTS
ABOUT IT ARE
INTERESTING

PNS|HYDERABAD

he Income Tax (IT)

raids on some of the

bigwigs of Telugu

Film Industry has

shaken everyone. The

raids are continuing
even on the third day and the offi-
cials are after some of the top pro-
ducers and directors' houses, offices
and their search is intense, says a
source. Producer Dil Raju's office
and house are under the control of
the IT officials, but promotions for
his film 'Sankranthiki Vasthunnam'
that stars Venkatesh and directed
by Anil Ravipudi are continuing as
usual.

On Thursday, lead actor Venky,
director Anil Ravipudi and music
director Bheems attended a media
conference to promote the film
and answered many questions.
The IT raids on film people also
came up in those discussions.
Both Venky and Anil were candid

about many leading actors taking
some of their remuneration in
black, when the producers could-
n't manage it, Venkatesh said, "T
don't know about other actors.
But I take my remuneration in full
white. T will take only a small
amount and I will be full white."

To another question, the actor
said that he never seeks anything
from God. "Whatever he gives I
will take and I never ask him any-
thing," said Venkatesh. The film
collected huge amounts at the box-
office. If this film was also released
in a pan-India way like many films,
the amount could have been more.
"When it comes I will do, other-
wise whatever comes to me, I will
take. For this film there is a lot of
bonus and we are all happy about
it," said Venkatesh.

The makers announced that
the film collected Rs 230 crore
gross and when asked if this
kind of figures might attract the
attention of IT officials, director
Anil Ravipudi said, "It's genuine

this film is accountable. There is
nothing wrong in the collections
of this film."

Director Sukumar's house was
also raided. When askedabout it,
Anil said in a lighter vein, "I don't
stay next to Sukumar. But in a few
days I am shifting next to his
house. You are all asking the
question. So, they (IT people)
may come to me also."

"The IT people also came to the
festival for the film titled
‘Sankranthiki Vasthunnam," he
said. "I think these raids are all
common and it happens once in
every two years. Generally, IT
raids on film and business people
are common," said the director.

When asked that while his
producer Dil Raju was facing the
music, here you are enjoying the
success," he said, "Dil Raju is
happy. When we contacted him
somehow through some person,
he asked us to continue the pro-
motions of the film and take it
to the public," said

Many villagers sell their land, but
Rama Chandrayya decline sto do
50, fearing they would kill the tree
too. His son wants to sell the land
and argues with him to sell t. 3
Rama Chandrayya takes a r ’.i.a
promise from his granddaughter to S
save the tree and dies. How Gandhi ! v
saved the tree and also recovered the

lands from the businessman is the crux of
the story.

Film: Gandhi Tatha
Chettu

1 Cast: Sukiti Veni
Bandreddi, Ananda
Chakrapani, Rag

Li* Mayur, Raghuram,
Bhanuprakash, Nehal
Anand and others

Cinematography: Srijitha
Cheruvupally and

Analysis: Vishwa Devabattula
As the title suggests, the story revolves .

around a girl named Gandhi, grandfather Music: Ree
and a tree. A 13-year-old girl, who follows Producers: Naveen

the ideology of Mahatma Gandhi, saves the

| ! Yerneni, Yelamanchili
village, the tree and also the villagers from

Ravi Shankar, Sesha

the clutches of a businessman. This is the Sindhu Rao
story in a nutshell and the director i
Padmavathi narrated it in a very interesting Wn_ter and_
way. Whatever she thought, she put it on director:
the paper and everything was perfect. Padmavathi
Without taking much time, she stepped Malladi
into the story introducing all these Release date:
Characters. January 24, 2025

The film has many thoughtful

in their replies. When asked collections and every ticket on Anil.

Are Pushpa 2
collections fake or real?

he IT raids on top production
Thouse Mythri Movie Makers,

Dil Raju, director Sukumar and
a few others sent shockwaves to
Tollywood bigwigs. There is no clear
news about why the IT raids were
conducted and what they got through
these raids, but there is some news
doing the rounds about the box-office
collection of recent films 'Pushpa 2'
and 'Game Changer'.

The IT officials asked the Pushpa 2'

makers of Mythri Movie Makers about

Rating: 3.5

dialogues. The entire film itself is

Laila is in my wish
list: Vishwak Sen

house, but it is from the actor's team, ishwak Sen's upcoming film 'Laila’ is releasing on February 14, a Valentines' Day
according to reports. \ /
Now, the records of 'Pushpa 2' are
fake doing rounds on the social
media and internet. It is up to
the producers to clear all
these rumours.
Whether they gave
original collec-
tions or were
fake? We have
to wait till the
IT officials

advertisements and the film didn't
actually collect that much. The reports
said that they deliberately added nearly
Rs 400 crore to Rs 500 crore to the
original collection, to show the film is
the highest grosser in India. So, the IT
officials grilled them and asked them
to show all the accounts related to
"Pushpa 2, says the source.

On the other hand, the officials
also asked producer Dil Raju about
the film 'Game Changer' made on a
high budget of Rs 450 crore. The film

special. The team started promotions of this film a few days ago and on

Thursday, they released a song. On this occasion, Vishwak Sen shares some of

his experiences about the film in which he plays a female role. "It takes two-and-half-
hours to do the make-up for me to change into a female. I really want to say
hats-off to all the women," said the actor.

He said that the film is on his wish list. "When producer Sahu told direc-
tor Ram Narayan to narrate the story to me, the director assumed that I
may not do this one, but when he told me the story, I immediately

accepted it," said Vishwak Sen. He added that the film is releasing

on the Valentines' Day and whoever is single on that day will

be reminded of Laila and Sony.

"This is the first time I did an out-and-out comedy film

the collections which they showed on ~ was a big disaster, but the officials complete with an action backdrop. It's a new age film and I hope
their official social media account. asked for a poster which says the film  their everyone likes it," said Vishwak. He added that they are
They mentioned that the film crossed collected Rs 400 crore. Dil ~ work. releasing another song which is based on
the Rs 1800 crore mark in just four Raju told them Rayalaseema milieu on February 1. Akanksha
weeks and the IT officials checked the that it was Sharma is the female lead. The director revealed
GST which they paid. According to % Dot released that he told the story to three actors, but they
some reports, the producers told the from his refused to do it because of the lady character.
officials that the collections are just like o productlon

1 |HREE1F,,ILMS LINED
UPFOR'CHIRANJEEVI

hile the young actors are struggling to confirm their next film, senior actor Chiranjeevi is on a
signing spree of films. His upcoming film *Vishwambhara’ is ready to hit the screens this year
and the actor has already announced a film with director Srikanth Odela, produced by actor Nani.
These are not just the two films that Chiranjeevi is busy with. He signed another film with director Anil
Ravipudi, for which the shooting is going to start soon this year. The film is almost confirmed and Anil
Ravipudi is working on the genre of the story and how he can project a towering personality like
Chiranjeevi in his film.
Now, according to a source, Chiranjeevi is going to join hands once again with director Bobby Kolli.
Both worked earlier for the film "Waltair Veerayya’, which was a big hit and Chiranjeevi is very
much impressed by the work of Bobby. “So, he wants to do another film with him," added
the source. Megastar is going to be busy with these films in the coming days. First
he will concentrate on his fantasy "Vishwambhara’ directed by Mallidi
Vassishta of ‘Bimbisara’ fame. Before the release of this film,
he may start shooting two of his other films,
added the source.
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Gukesh hecomes highest-ranked Indian
in FIDE rankings, displaces Erigaisi

PTI W NEW DELHI

ontinuing his rapid rise,

world  champion D
Gukesh dethroned compatriot
Arjun Erigiasi to become the
highest-ranked Indian chess
player, at fourth, in the latest
FIDE rankings on Thursday.
Gukesh, 18, achieved the feat
when he logged his second
victory in the Tata Steel
Tournament in Wijk Aan Zee
(Netherlands) defeating
Vincent Keymer of Germany.
Gukesh, who was awarded the
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna
recently, has amassed 2784
rating points, while Erigaisi,
who was the highest-ranked
Indian for a long time, has
slipped to fifth with 2779.5
rating points.
Norway's Magnus Carlsen
continues to  be the
undisputed world No.l with
2832.5 points, followed by
United States' Grandmaster
Hikaru Nakamura (2802) and

country-mate Fabiano
Caruana (2798).

Gukesh has been in sublime
form ever since he beat

China's Ding Liren to clinch

the world title in Singapore in
December last year.

He took a break from the
game to attend to functions
and festivities back home and

skipped the World Rapid and
Blitz Championship in New
York.

On his return to the board,
Gukesh has not lost a single

game in Wijk Aan Zee. He has
two victories and three draws
so far in the tournament with
eight rounds still to go.
Erigaisi had became India's
top-rated player in September
last year and in December
achieved his peak rating of
2801, which had made him
the 15th-highest rated player
in history and only the second
Indian after five-time world
champion Viswanathan
Anand to beach the 2800
threshold.

Erigaisi, who was a part of
India's triumphant journey in
the Chess Olympiad in
Budapest last year, had gone to
the World Rapid and Blitz
Championship in New York
hoping to secure a Candidates
berth but returned home
disappointed.

The 21 year old is struggling
in the ongoing Tata Steel
Tournament, having garnered
just one point so far, while
Gukesh has 3.5.

U19 T20 Women’s World Cup: India

outclass Sri [.anka, enter Super Six

PTI B KUALA LUMPUR

pener G Trisha's

composed 49 and pacers'
excellent new ball spell
fashioned India's lopsided
60-run win over Sri Lanka
and their entry into the Super
Six of the ICC U19 T20
Women's World Cup as
Group A toppers here on
Thursday.
On a spiteful pitch, Trisha's
44-ball knock (5x4, 1x6) was
worth its weight in gold as it
guided India to a competitive
118 for nine.
Pacers V] Joshitha and
Shabnam then tore through
the Lankan top-order to
reduce them to nine for four
in 3.2 overs, and run out of
skipper Manudi
Nanayakkara an over later
had them reeling at 12 for
five.
Sri Lanka were eventually
restricted to 58 for nine in 20
overs as India finished the
group engagements with all-
win record in three matches.
There was not much life left

in Sri Lanka's chase once the
spinners were introduced,
and India's assortment of
left-arm orthodox tweakers
did the mopping up job to
perfection.

Rashmika Sewwandi (15,
12b, 2x4) looked in good
touch for the while she
lasted, but mounting asking
rate forced her to take
chances against Parunika
Sisodia, and got caught in the
deep.

It was also the only double
digit score in the Lankan

innings.

Sisodia (2/7) was the pick
among spinners as she and
her colleagues Ayushi Shukla
and Vaishnavi Sharma, who
picked up stunning figures of
5/5 against Malaysia in the
previous match, dismantled
the lower order without
much ado.

Earlier, India's batting too
went through stormy seas but
Player of the Match Trisha
held together the defending
champions with exemplary
maturity.

Irfan Pathan backs Shami’s delayed
return, says team will make right call

PTI W KOLKATA

Former pace bowling all-
rounder Irfan Pathan
believes India made the right
decision by delaying
Mohammed Shami's
international return following
a prolonged injury lay-off by
not fielding him in the first
T20I against England here.

Shami was not included in

India's playing XI for the first
T20I against England here on
Wednesday, despite proving
his fitness in practice sessions

and domestic cricket for
Bengal.

All eyes were on Shami's return
after a 14-month injury lay-off,
but India opted for a three-
pronged spin attack instead, a
decision that paid off as they

bowled out England for a

meagre 132 before cruising to
the target in 12.5 overs with
seven wickets in hand.

Irfan said Shami is experienced
enough to take an honest
assessment of his body.

"When you've been such a
seasoned campaigner and are
among India's top 10 bowlers,
you understand your body's
limits well," said Irfan at a
promotional event here.
"Shami always provides honest
feedback to the team
management, and decisions
are made through mutual
communication. Recovery at
the highest level takes time,
especially  after  playing
consistently. I believe he and
the team management will
make the right call at the right
time."

Having undergone surgery and
rehab following an ankle injury
sustained during the 2023 ODI
World Cup, where he finished
as India's top wicket-taker,
Shami had made an impressive

return in domestic cricket,
representing Bengal across all
three formats.

Shami has been chosen in
India's white-ball rubber squad
against England consisting five
T20Is and three ODIs which
will act as a build up to the
Champions  Trophy next
month, where the team's pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah's
inclusion is subject to fitness.
Bumrah suffered a back niggle
in the gruelling five-match Test
series in Australia and could
not bowl in the second innings
of the fifth Test in Sydney, and
in this context Shami's
availability for the Champions
Trophy is crucial to India's
prospects.

Irfan also expressed concerns
over the lack of a pace-bowling
backup in the Champions
Trophy-bound squad,
suggesting that Mohammed
Siraj could have been included
given Bumrah's uncertain
fitness.

PTI M PARIS

Paris Saint-Germain finally
showed it can shine in the
Champions League without
star Kylian Mbappé, rallying
from 2-0 down in the second
half to beat Manchester City 4-
2 for a crucial victory
Wednesday.

The win moved PSG out of the
elimination zone in the
competition's new-look format
and dumped City in it with one
game to play. PSG needs only a
draw at Stuttgart next week to
advance.

"T feel pride this evening,
against such a team, against
such a manager, against such
good players,” PSG coach Luis
Enrique said. "It was a
complete performance today."

PSG's re-designed attack
finally clicked with four
different scorers rather than
relying too heavily on one to
make the difference.

Bradley Barcola, a 22-year-old
winger, scored one goal and set
up another for France

teammate Ousmane Dembélé,
and 20-year-old midfielder
Joao Neves headed in the third
before striker Gongalo Ramos
rammed in the fourth in
stoppage time.

"The more competition we
have, the happier I am,"
Enrique said. "That means that
no player can think of their
position as untouchable.”

A far cry from the Galacticos
era when PSG was top-heavy
with stars like Neymar, Lionel
Messi and Mbappé but still fell
short on the big stage.

Still, the French team has
struggled for goals in the
competition since Mbappé's
offseason departure for Real
Madrid, netting just six in six
games before City's visit and
being blanked in defeats to
Arsenal and Bayern Munich.
Enrique said before facing City
that the solution up front
would come from more
teamwork rather than hoping
another player can emulate
Mbappé, who scored 44 goals
last season and helped PSG

Young guns prove PSG can deliver in
Champions League without Mbappé

reach the Champions League
semifinals.

City manager Pep Guardiola
acknowledged his team was
outplayed.

"We have to accept it. In
transitions we could not cope
with them, they were faster," he
said. "I give credit to PSG.
When one team is better I have
no problem to accept it. All of
them they played really good.
It's not a specitic (player)."
Mbappé's move to Madrid
forced Enrique to improvise
with his lineups all season.
This time, 19-year-old winger
Désiré Doué played as a
makeshift striker even though
center forward Ramos was
available for this game where
both wealthy state-backed
teams - the United Arab
Emirates (City) and Qatar
(PSG) - were at risk of failing to
advance to the knockout stage.
City led 2-0 after 53 minutes
but PSG were level by the
hour mark after some
inspirational play down the
left from Barcola.

India’s batting stars disappoint on Ranji return, Jadeja shines

PTI ® MUMBAI

The high-profile return of
India's stars in Ranji
Trophy ended up as a damp
squib with the likes of Rohit
Sharma, Rishabh Pant and
Shubman Gill falling cheaply
on Thursday, unable to click
in the face of some hostile
bowling on the opening day
of their respective matches
across different venues.
Veteran all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja was the only
one who stood out among
the battery of Indian stars as
he took a five-wicket haul
for Saurashtra to dismiss
Pant's Delhi for 188 on a
Rajkot turner.

However, it was a forgettable
outing for the rest as they
made the slow walk back to
the hut following early
dismissals.

Following a dismal run in
Australia, Rohit returned to
Ranji Trophy for defending
champions Mumbai after a

decade, hoping to get some
runs under his belt ahead of
next month's Champions
Trophy.

But it was not to be at least
in Mumbai's first innings
against Jammu and Kashmir
at the BKC ground here.
Going for his trademark pull
off Umar Nazir, Rohit (3) got
a leading edge which was
caught by J&K skipper Paras
Dogra at mid-off.

His India opening partner
Yashasvi Jaiswal (4) too fell
cheaply for Mumbai.

The southpaw was pinned in
front of the wicket by Auqib
Nabi, who made the most of
the fresh wicket to move the
new ball dangerously off the
surface.

Named in the squad for the
Champions Trophy, Shreyas
Iyer (11) was caught at mid
on off pacer Yudhvir Singh.
While the turnout to watch
the India cricketing stars at
the stadium was low, those
in nearby buildings, who

—

g -

were watching the action
from their office floors,
returned to work soon after
the 37-year-old Rohit was
dismissed.

Anticipating fan interest, the
Mumbai Cricket Association
had made temporary seating

arrangements for about 500
people at the BKC. The
turnout, however, was not
too high and some empty
chairs could be seen.

Mumbai were eventually
bowled out for a paltry 120
in 33.2 overs. The team left

g - -

out their in-form teenage
opener Ayush Mhatre to
accommodate the stars.

The 17-year-old Mhatre has
struck two hundreds and a
half century this season,
including a 93-ball 148 in
their previous game against

Saurashtra which Mumbai
won by five wickets earlier
this month.

This is the only Ranji game
that Rohit, Jaiswal and Iyer
are expected to play given
that the ODI series against
England is due to start early
next month and they would
be joining the Indian ranks
for it.

Pant fizzles; Jadeja shines

In Rajkot, Pant showed up
for Delhi in a first-class
game for the first time since
the 2017-2018 season and
his stay in the middle did
not last long.

The flamboyant left-hander
was dismissed for 1 off 10
balls by veteran Saurashtra
left-arm spinner
Dharmendrasingh  Jadeja.
He attempted a sweep only
to be caught at deep square
leg.

Ingdia all-rounder Jadeja
took no time to be in thick
of things as he accounted for
five of Delhi's batters in his

first Ranji game since 2023.
No fireworks from Gill
either

In  Bengaluru, Punjab
captain Shubman Gill (4)
was caught behind in the
game against Karnataka.
The team was skittled out
for a mere 55 with the pace
duo of Abhilash Shetty and
Vasuki Koushik sharing
seven wickets between them
to destroy the visitors.

Gill fell to Shetty in the
fourth over of the innings.
The India stars made
themselves available for
Ranji Trophy after the BCCI
made the contracted players'
participation in domestic
cricket mandatory, following

the 1-3 series loss in
Australia that opened a
debate on the players'

conduct and commitment to
red-ball cricket.The Board
had to issue a 10-point
disciplinary diktat, urging
all cricketers to spare time
for domestic cricket.

Champions
League: Ban
on Feyenoord
fans in France

PTI ® PARIS

Feyenoord supporters have
been banned by French
authorities from traveling to
Lille for next week's final
Champions League group
game between the two clubs.

In an order published
Wednesday, France's interior
ministry said there was a "real

and serious risk of
confrontation" between fans of
the two teams.

Lille hosts Feyenoord on

January 29 at the Stade Pierre-
Mauroy.

The French authorities said
Feyenoord's travels are often
marred by "public order
disturbances due to the violent
behavior of certain supporters
or individuals claiming to be
supporters of this team," and
they cited several examples of
fan violence.

Justifying its decision, the
ministry added that 3,600 fans
- 500 of whom were identified
as being dangerous - had
planned to travel to Lille,
although only 2,600 seats had
been allocated to the Dutch
club.

"Of the 1,000 supporters who
have nevertheless planned to
travel without a stadium
admission ticket, it is feared
that some will try to force their
way into the stadium," it said.
Later Wednesday, Feyenoord's
match against Bayern Munich
was stopped for seven minutes
after kickoff because of poor
visibility from clouds of smoke

after fans lit flares and
fireworks behind one of the
goals.

In May 2022, there were violent
clashes in France between
Marseille and Feyenoord fans
outside the Stade Velodrome
stadium before the return leg of
their Europa Conference
League semifinal.

One video showed a Marseille
supporter apparently
unconscious on the ground as
he was helped by fellow fans,
while another showed two
groups charging at each other
shortly before kickoff just
outside the stadium.

Man City takes spending this week to $150 Million by signing Egypt's Omar Marmoush

PTI ® MANCHESTER

Reeling from a damaging
loss in the Champions
League, Manchester City
took its spending this week
to around $150 million by
signing Egypt forward
Omar Marmoush from
Eintracht Frankfurt on
Thursday in a move that
provides some belated back-
up to star striker Erling
Haaland.

The 25-year-old Marmoush
joined City for a reported 70
million euros ($73 million),
following the arrivals of
young defenders Abdukodir
Khusanov from Lens and
Vitor Reis from Palmeiras
for a combined $77 million.
City will hope the new
signings can ignite its
season, which was thrown
back into turmoil when the
team collapsed to a 4-2 loss
at Paris Saint-Germain in
the Champions League on
Wednesday to plunge to the
brink of elimination with
one game left in the

revamped first stage.
Marmoush is second to
Bayern Munich's Harry
Kane in the list of top
scorers in the German
league this season, with 15
goals from 17 games for
Frankfurt. He was not in the
squad for the 2-0 win over
Borussia Dortmund amid
negotiations with City, and
went on the field after the
game for an apparent
farewell in  front of
Frankfurt's fans.

The move to City caps a
rapid rise to stardom for
Marmoush, who signed
from Frankfurt on a free
transfer in 2023 from
Wolfsburg, where he'd only
scored five goals the season
before.

It's not yet clear how
Marmoush would fit into
Pep Guardiola's tactics. His
best performances this
season have come as part of

a two-striker formation
alongside former Paris
Saint-Germain forward

Hugo EKkitiké, but Guardiola

‘ndeed

Jobs finden

prefers a lone striker in
Haaland.

Marmoush can play in wide
roles and has generally done
so for Egypt's national team,
but less successfully than in
a central role. He has six
goals and three assists in 35
games for his country.

In that sense, Marmoush
seems a like-for-like
replacement for Julian
Alvarez, the versatile
Argentina forward who left
City for Atletico Madrid in
August in a deal reportedly
worth more than 103
million dollar after largely
being in the shadow of
Haaland over the last two
years.

Marmoush is the latest in a
string of Frankfurt strikers
to make lucrative moves to
top European clubs, but
they haven't always settled.
Frankfurt sold Luka Jovic to
Real Madrid in 2019 but he
was back on loan just 18
months later and is now at
Milan. Randal Kolo Muani
left Frankfurt in 2023 for

PSG, where he is mostly a
bench player and might
move this month.

Guardiola has said the club
is looking to bring forward
future signings to this
current transfer window
because of injury problems
this season that have rocked
his team's campaign.

The biggest of those is
Rodri, the Spain midfielder
and Ballon d'Or winner who
is out for the season with an
ACL injury.

City also has been hit with
injury issues at centre back,
with Ruben Dias, John
Stones and Nathan Ake all
having time out of action.
That explains the moves for
Khusanov and Reis, who
Guardiola says are ready to
come into the team
immediately if required.
Not only is City struggling
in the Champions League,
the team is in fifth place in
its Premier League title
defense - 12 points behind
leader Liverpool having
played one game more.
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