Follow us on: ¥ @TheDailyPioneer l]facebook.com/dailypioneer instagram.com/dailypioneer/

@ Established 1865

RNI No. 53466/91, REGD. No. DL (C)-05/1219/2021-23 Posted at DRMS Delhi 6

NEW DELHI, FRIDAY JANUARY 10, 2025; PAGES 12 34

-

[=]:87

Late City Vol.35 Issue 9 | *Air Surcharge Extra if Applicable

i WORLD 8

HOLLYWOOD HILLS FIRE BREAKS OUT
AS DEADLY WILDFIRES BURN OUT OF

CONTROL ACROSS LOS ANGELES

the proneer

www.dailypioneer.com

Gony cornered in INDIA

MOHIT KANDHARI ® JAMMU

mid growing
Adifferences within the

INDIA bloc, Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah Thursday
dropped clear hints
suggesting he was also on the
verge of splitting ties with the
opposition plank. Omar also
demanded the INDIA bloc
should be disbanded as the
opposition parties were not
on the same page in the run-
up to the Delhi polls.
Acerbic observations made by
Omar, a close friend of Rahul
Gandhi, have once again
sparked speculation over the
future of the Congress party
in the INDIA bloc.
While both AAP and the
Congress are part of the
INDIA bloc, the parties are
contesting the Delhi polls
separately.
Mamta Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress along
with Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv
Sena (UBT) and Akhilesh
Yadav’s Samajwadi Party (SP)
have already announced their
support to the Aam Aadmi
Party in the Delhi elections

leaving  Congress  party
stranded in the multi-
cornered poll battle.

The subtle timing of

Abdullah’s remark, a day after
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
leader Tejashwi Yadav said the
INDIA bloc had lost its
significance and was formed
specifically for the Lok Sabha
polls, has also raised many
eyebrows in the power
corridors.

“INDIA bloc was formed just
for the Lok Sabha elections
and to stop the victory march

Congress and the AAP is not
unexpected,” the former Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister said.
Reacting to  Abdullah’s
remark,  Congress  MP
Manickam Tagore said the
opinion of INDIA bloc allies
was not binding on the party.
“INDIA bloc allies will not
decide what the Congress
wants to do in Delhi,” he said.
Abdullah, whose National
Conference is part of the
INDIA bloc, Thursday said “It
is unfortunate that no
meeting of the INDIA bloc
has taken place. Who will
lead? What will be the
agenda? How will the alliance
move forward? There is no
discussion on these issues.
There is no clarity on whether
we will remain united or not”
“After the Assembly elections
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alliance was only for the
parliamentary elections, it
should be wound up, and we
will work separately. But if it
is also meant for Assembly
elections, we will have to sit
together and work
collectively,” Abdullah told
reporters on the sidelines of a
three-day long orientation
programme of the newly
elected legislators here in
Jammu.

In December 2024, When
Trinamool Congress leaders
started a campaign to
aggressively push for West
Bengal  Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee to head the
opposition  alliance, the
Congress  leader  Rahul
Gandhi directed the party’s
Lok Sabha MPs not to react to
comments of “middle-and

hloc truck

increasing support for AAP
ahead of next month’s Delhi
elections, Omar Abdullah
said, “I cannot say anything
about this at the moment
because ~we have no
involvement with Delhi polls.
The Aam Aadmi Party,
Congress, and other political
parties on the ground will
decide how to compete with
the BJP strongly”

Stating that AAP succeeded
twice in Delhi previously,
Abdullah said, “This time, we
will have to wait and see what
the people of Delhi decide”

Meanwhile, National
Conference President Dr
Farooq Abdullah on

Thursday said his party does
not intend to “fight” New
Delhi to collaborate with the
central  government  to
address the pressing issues of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Commenting on the unity
within the INDIA bloc,
Abdullah said the alliance is
not just about contesting
elections, but it is about
strengthening India and
eliminating hatred. “The
alliance is permanent - it is for
every day and every moment.”
“We don’t want to fight New
Delhi. We want to work
together with Delhi to resolve
the state’s problems. We don’t
want to engage in battles.
Those who want to fight can
do so” the former chief
minister told reporters here.
Abdullah said the National
Conference has nothing to do
with the BJP, but it is the
responsibility of the central
government to support state
governments in addressing
local issues. “We are not with
the BJP, nor do we have any

Bijli, Paani free on BJP's poll platter?

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

hat was once criticised

s “free ki revri” and
“freebies” has now become
the central focus for the
political parties as they vie for
votes in the February 5 Delhi
elections. In a bid to match
the ruling AAP’s raft of pre-
poll promises in Delhi, the
BJP is likely to announce free
electricity of up to 300 units
for household, free piped
water, and a Ladli Behna-like
scheme ( financial assistance
of Rs 2500 for eligible
women) to woo the voters in
its  manifesto  for the
upcoming assembly polls.
Along with this, the BJP is
also planning to provide free
electricity of up to 500 units

to religious places like
temples and gurudwaras.

Top sources said these
recommendations are

expected to be part of the
manifesto. The
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recommendations have been
sent to central leadership for

approval. According to
sources, the manifesto
committee has also

recommended not doing away
with schemes currently in
place in Delhi including free
public bus travel for women,
up to 20 kilolitres of free water
per month to domestic
consumers, and free electricity
to households that consume
less than 200 units a month.

The AAP-led Delhi
government currently
provides free electricity for up
to 200 units a month. Under
the existing free electricity
scheme, the Delhi
government provides free
electricity to consumers with
a monthly consumption of
200 units. Whereas, a 50 per
cent subsidy is given to people
with a consumption of 201-
400 units of electricity.
Continued on page 2

Indian passport ranking slips

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

ven as outbound travel

from India continues to
grow rapidly and a growing
number of destinations try to
W00 Indian tourists,
obtaining a visa for travel has
become harder for Indian
travelers, the global ranking
of Indian passport dropped
five spots to 85th in Henley
Passport Index 2025 even as
Singapore reclaimed the top
spot and Japan takes the
second position.

According to a  press
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2024 to 85th in 2025. An
Indian national can travel to
57 visa-free destinations
around the world, it adds.

The index is considered the
standard reference tool for
global citizens and sovereign

Henley & Partners said. As
per the index for 2025, India
stands at 85th while the
ranking of Pakistan and
Bangladesh stood at 103rd
(101st in 2024) and 100th
(97th in 2024), respectively.
According to a data chart
available on the firm's
website, for the range of years
from 2006-2025, India's rank
was the lowest at 90th in 2021,
while its best score was in
2006 when the country was
ranked 71st.According to the
passport index, the ranking of
Pakistan and Bangladesh
stood at 103rd (101st in 2024)

MARKETS

SENSEX 77,620.21

78,200
78,100
78,000
77,900
77,800
77,700
77,600
77,5007

-0.68%

Prev close 78,148.49

‘ 12:06 pm‘ ‘ 3:00 ‘pm
1 US$ = 85.87 INR

WEATHER

AQ 357
MAX 21.2°C
‘ MIN 4.8°C

GRAP 1l invoked
in the Capital

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Rising air pollution level has
once again forced the
authorities to impose vehicle
ban on BS 3 petrol and BS 4
diesel cars as the Commission
for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) for Delhi and its
adjoining area has imposed
the Stage-III (‘Severe’ Air
Quality) measures under the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) for Delhi-NCR with
immediate effect. The stage 3
also bans the entry of non-
essential BS 4 diesel trucks
into Delhi. The restrictions
are not applicable for
commercial vehicles involved
in essential services “Persons
with Disabilities shall be
permitted to ply BS - III Petrol
/ BS - IV Diesel LMVs,
provided that these are
specifically adopted for them
and are run only for their
personal use,” the CAQM said
in a statement. GRAP Stage 3,
which was revoked on Sunday;,

of the BJP. It has no in Delhi, they (INDIA Bloc) low-rung” leaders of INDIA connection with them,” he | statement, as per the Henley states when assessing where a and 100th (97th in 2024), | entails a ban on non-essential
significance now.  The should call all the alliance bloc parties. said. Passport Index 2025, India passport ranks on the global respectively. construction work.
bickering  between  the members forameeting. Ifthis Replying to another query on Continued on page 2 | has slipped from 80th rank in mobility =~ spectrum, the Continued on page 2 Continued on page 2
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Congress still relevant in Delhi: Sandeep Dikshit - Mann Ki Baat must for Goa babus

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu meets a person
injured in the stampede on Wednesday,

at SVIMS hospital in Tirupati

Naidu visits Tirupati
stampede victims

PNS W TIRUPATI

PTI

ndhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Thursday visited
the injured undergoing
treatment in a hospital here
following a stampede that left
six people dead. Six devotees
died and nearly 40 more were
injured in the stampede at
Bairagi Patteda near MGM
School in Tirupati on
Wednesday night as hundreds
of them jostled for tickets for
Vaikunta Dwara Darshanam
at Lord Venkateswara Swamy

SAUMYA SHUKLA m NEW DELHI

Congress candidate from
the New Delhi assembly
constituency and two-time
East Delhi MP, Sandeep
Dikshit, has accused the AAP
of siphoning off Congress
votes in other states, at a time
when the ruling party has
made serious allegation
against him and his party for
being in cahoots with BJP
while dismissing AAP’s claim
of Centre hindering the Delhi
government from
functioning.

The son of former Chief
Minister Sheila Dikshit is a
widely known critique of
AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal,
one of the reasons he stated
for pitting him against
Kejriwal in the upcoming
elections. While the AAP has
made several allegations
against Dikshit and Congress
for being hands in gloves with
the BJP, Dikshit, in an
interview with The Pioneer,
shrugged them off claiming
that the BJP is picking his
criticisms rather than the
other way around.

“BJP is repeating what I am

else about Yamuna and us to
say something else? We are in
the opposition, we will attack
you for all the things that you
have not done. When they
were in the opposition, AAP
and BJP both called us
corrupt in 2012-13. We could
very easily say that you are
saying exactly what BJP was
saying. The role of the
opposition is to criticize the
government wherever it finds
valid criticism,” he said.

He further raised questions
on AAP fighting elections
outside Delhi and claimed
that they cut Congress votes
to help the BJP. “They are

“Their problem is that they
are finding that the Congress
is fighting full throttle and we
are going to damage the
prospects of both AAP and
BJP very severely, Dikshit
asserted.

The senior Congress leader
also asked for evidence from
the ruling party for their
allegations against the Central
government for stopping their
work. Remembering his
mother’s time, he said that the
delay is obvious in Delhi
where files have to be
delivered to the Lieutenant
Governor (LG) first for
approval. However, he said

Minister signs a file and it
becomes policy, in Delhi’s
case, in many of the subjects,
files have to go to the LG
level,” Dikshit added.

While the AAP’s narrative is
centered around ‘Phir layenge
Kejriwal’ (We will bring
Kejriwal again), Kejriwal’s
rival said that even if he
becomes one he will be a
Chief Minister ‘who will be in
jail, or he will ‘not do any
work’  because of the
conditions put by the
Supreme Court on his bail.
“In the remote chance that
AAP wins Delhi again, and
you get elected as their leader,
even if you get sworn in as
Chief Minister, you cannot
perform. Not even for a single
day. This promise of Rs 2,100
he made to the women. In
reality, if he signs that file,
he'll go to jail. He'll break his
bail conditions,” the leader
said, adding that AAP
Convenor resigned from his
Chief Ministerial post not as a
sacrifice but because he knew
that he cannot perform its
duties.

The Congress candidate also
plans to remind people of the

8[: to rewew
JEE-Advanced
attempt limit

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to
examine ac plea against
bringing down from three to
two, the attempts given to
Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE)-Advanced aspirants.
When the plea came up
before a bench of Justices B R
Gavai and Augustine George
Masih, the  petitioner's
counsel said, “This matter
pertains to the IIT (Indian

PNS B PANAJI

The BJP government in
Goa has made it
mandatory for heads of all its
departments (HoDs) to tune
into Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s ‘Mann Ki Baat’
monthly radio broadcast. In a
circular issued on Thursday,

Shreyas  D’Silva, under
secretary (general
administration), asked all

HoDs to tune into ‘Maan Ki
Baat’ and draw inspiration
from suggestions and best
practices mentioned in the
programme.

Posting the circular on his
social media handle, Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant said
“Mann Ki Baat, the monthly
interactive ~ program by
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi Ji, highlights
the thoughts and ideas of
citizens on Governance, as
well as individual and
collective  efforts driving
societal change”

He said success stories and
best practices shared during

the programme can be
adopted to improve
governance. “All Heads of

Government Departments in

and
enhance service delivery in
Goa,” Sawant noted.

The CM further said “Goa has

improve governance

been a  pioneer in
implementing  progressive
Governance practices that
have been emulated at both
state and national levels” He

also  talked about his
government’s  vision  of
‘Swayampurna’ (self-

sufficient) and developed
Goa.

“It is essential to continually
seek inspiration and adopt
innovative practices from
across India, be it from
individuals, organizations, or
state initiatives. This will

temple on Tirumala Hills. saying. They have never really somebody who helps that it is a matter of delay work his mother has done for | Institute of Technology) | Goa are directed to actively further our efforts to promote
Hundreds of devotees turned | attacked Kejriwal on factual BJP win different elections rather than denial. Delhi and how Kejriwal has | admission entrance | tune in to #MaanKiBaat. It is Ease of Living and Ease of
up from across the country | information. I have done that and then they attack me” He claimed that the BJP has not been able to carry it on | examination in which the | encouraged to draw Doing Business, propelling us
for the 10-day Vaikunta | and I think its good whoever Dikshit alleged. stopped the AAP from even in an ‘average fashion. | number of attempts have been | inspiration from success toward achieving the vision of
Dwara Darshanam | is picking that up. Secondly, Claiming that the AAP is working where they believe Dikshit also claims that in | reduced from three to two” stories and best practices a  Swayampurna, Viksit
commencing from January | there is a critique and a afraid of Congress fighting they are indulging in case of any post-poll alliance, | The lawyer said a similar plea | shared during the (developed) Goa,” Sawant
10. Earlier, Naidu visited the | criticism of AAP, which isnot the elections, he asked why corruption. “Otherwise, other parties will have to | waslisted before the bench on | programme, which have said. ‘Swayampurna Goa' is a
accident site where the | party-specific. Criticism is the AAP is scared of him or where is it that you've been come to them and not the | January 10 following which | brought positive change government-led community
stampede claimed six lives | opposition-specific,” he said. =~ AICC treasurer Ajay Maken stopped? Files will get delayed other way around as he is | the court directed both to be | across the mnation. These level action plan to make each

and every village and city in
the state self-reliant.

in Delhi because, unlike other
states, where the Chief

CRPF launches online platform to adopt retlred K9s for second life

and injured many.
Continued on page 2

“If Yamuna is dirty, do you
expect BJP to say something

when they say that Congress
is not relevant in Delhi.

confident of a good
performance by the Congress.

tagged.
Continued on page 2

insights shall be appropriately
considered for adoption to

PTI ® NEW DELHI breeds — Belgian Shepherd detection and tracking, infantry binding” agreement with the adopted dogs, including regular

Malinois, German Shepherd, patrol and assault, etc. adopter and will provide a KCI communication  with  their

he CRPF has launched a first- Labrador and the indigenous The officer said the adoption is (Kennel Club of India) registration handlers through short videos and
ever online service that allows Mudhol Hound — can now be free and the adopter can check the certificate, medical and live videoconferencing.

common people to adopt retired adopted through a rigorous force’s website to gather basic vaccination records, and other “The adopter shall give emotional

support if the K9 is found in
distress, and extend all therapeutic
care as required for a geriatric
dog,” the guidelines state.

The force hopes that these brave
loyal soldiers get a good home and

vital documents of these canines.

“Initiating public adoption of our
retired dogs is an effort to ensure a
happy second life for our canine
soldiers,” CRPF Deputy Inspector
General Moses Dhinakaran told

sniffer and assault dogs from the
country’s largest paramilitary force
to give these four-legged soldiers a
comfortable second life.

This is probably the first time that
any security force has decided to

process that will be monitored by
the CRPF’s specialised Dog
Breeding and Training School
(DBTS) near Bengaluru.

These canines, aged 8-12 years,
have undertaken hundreds of

details and pictures of the dogs up
for adoption, fill up a form stating
their “motivation and intent” for
adopting a retired police K9, and
state how they plan to engage the
canine -- like a companion, guard

offer their trained dogs for public operations in the anti-Naxal, or a therapy dog — along with PTL family as it writes about Zina, a
adoption, as this move was always counter-insurgency and counter- details of the  proposed It has been made clear in the terms  female Belgian Shepherd Malinois,
fraught with the dangers of misuse terrorism theatres across the accommodation for the adopted and conditions of the adoption how she is “loyal with a balanced
of these highly-skilled and country, saving lives of numerous dog. process that there shall be no temperament, making her an ideal

“abuse or ill-treatment” of the K9
and that they should not be sold,
used for any purpose to earn
money, or deployed against any
person.

The guidelines state that CRPF
officers should be allowed for
“periodic verification” of the

motivated dogs by anti-national
elements.

Till now, the central forces and
state police were handing over
their retired dogs to registered
NGOs or reputed organisations for
their care.

More than 30 canines from four

troops from improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) and deadly
ambushes laid by Maoists or
terrorists, a senior officer told PTI.
Baloo, Sweety, Veeru, Moby, Coco,
Stroll and their colleagues have
been trained in various sniffer and
combat streams such as explosive

“A compatibility meeting between
the adopter and the dog will be
organised at a designated camp
where the retired canine is housed.
We have also got these selected
canines groomed by dog
behaviour experts so that they can
adjust in a homely environment,”

companion for families looking for
a protective yet gentle dog”.

With about 3.25 lakh personnel in
its ranks, the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) is the leading
internal security force of the
country which functions under
the Ministry of Home Affairs.

shall take care of the “K9 hero with
dignity, due diligence and
compassion”

The force, as part of this adoption
process, will sign a “legally-

the officer said.
A brief profile, picture and citation

of these “soldier buddies” have
been hosted on the CRPF portal,
making it clear that the adopter
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Aaditya Thackeray urges
Fadnavis to address housing
issues for retired police

T N RAGHUNATHAE MUMBAI:

hiv Sena (UBT) leader and

former minister Aaditya
Thackeray on Thursday urged
Maharashtra chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis to stay or
reduce the penalty for retired
police families staying in
police quarters, and to revive
the proposal of building new
police quarters for police
personnel mooted by the
previous Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government.
Aaditya made the requests to
the chief minister on behalf of
the police personnel based in
Mumbai, when he met the
latter for the third time since
the new MahaYuti government
assumed office on December 5.
In a post put out on micro-
blogging site “X’, Aaditya
wrote: “Today we met with
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis ji, raising a few very
important issues with him”.
Aaditya said that the issues he
raised with the chief minister

included water access for all
and housing for retired police
personnel, and a request that a
policy for the reduction of
premiums on the conversion of
collector land to freehold land
be brought in at the earliest.
The Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
said that the water-for-all
policy brought in by then chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
during the MVA government
had ensured that every house
in Mumbai would get water,
irrespective of their legal
status, as a right.

“The earlier unconstitutional
regime of Eknath Shinde had
given a ‘stay’ to this policy. We
humbly requested that this
policy be implemented again
so that all Mumbaikars can
benefit,” Aaditya wrote.

“We also requested that the
penalty for retired police
families staying in police
quarters be stayed or reduced,
and permanent homes should
be provided for retired police
personnel in Mumbai.

nation 02

Supreme Gourt orders cancellation of
unclaimed Amrapali flats in Noida

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Saying bookings will be
cancelled and flats will be
sold to other buyers, the
Supreme Court on Thursday
took a dim view on home
buyers not turning up to take
possession of flats in the
Amrapali projects, being
completed by the state-owned
NBCC.

A bench of Justices Bela M
Trivedi and Satish Chandra
Sharma  asked  attorney
general R Venkataramani,
who was appointed a court
receiver in the case, to furnish
the latest status report of
unsold assets or where the
home buyers did not turn up
despite efforts to reach out to
them.

"We will request the court
receiver to file a latest report
where possession has not
been taken over by the home
buyers despite efforts by him

and the NBCC," the bench
said.

Senior advocate Ravinder
Kumar, appearing for the
Noida and Greater Noida
authority informed the bench
that Greater Noida authority
had granted its approval for
construction of additional
flats in Gold Home Project
and with regard to other five
projects, there was need for
some compliances to be made
by the NBCC.

The bench noted the
submission of senior advocate
Siddharth Dave, appearing
for the NBCC, saying the
compliance was regarding
uploading of the map in a
portal, which was done for
the four projects — Centurion
Park, Leisure Valley, Leisure
Park and Dream Valley.

The bench directed the
Greater Noida authority to
grant approval for the
remaining four projects.

For Silicon City project

located  under  Noida's
jurisdiction, the  bench
directed the authority to grant
expeditious approval for the
additional flats.

The top court further directed
the Uttar Pradesh government
authority to grant required
environmental clearances to
these projects as early as
possible.

Dave informed the bench
NBCC required more Rs 500
crore for completing the
project aside from an
outstanding amount of Rs 343
crore which was put in by the
corporation for completing the
project.

Advocate M L Lahoty,
appearing for the home buyers,
said his client wouldn't be able
to pay the money and a
consortium of banks had paid
Rs 1,600 crore to the NBCC
apart from State Bank of India,
which infused Rs 650 crore for
completing the pending
projects.He alleged in 2024, the

NBCC said it had completed
20,000 flats but home buyers
were given only 7,000 flats and
the rest 13,000 flats were lying
somewhere.

Venkataramani urged Lahoty
not to make such a submission
as the information was
factually wrong.

He said around 3,000-4,000
home buyers did not turn up to
take the possession of their
flats despite repeated attempts
to reach out to them and
offered to file a detailed
project-wise report on such
flats.

The top court disposed of a
number of pending petitions
observing the cause of action
was addressed in the main
petition on the Amrapali
project.

The bench said petitioners of
disposed of matters could take
proper recourse available
under law.

On August 29, 2024, the top
court directed the Noida and

Greater Noida authorities to
grant approval within 30 days
of construction plans for
additional flats in six Amrapali
projects to ease the financial
crunch faced by these projects.
It had also directed the Uttar
Pradesh environment impact
assessment authority to grant
environment clearance within
two months of submission of
application.

The apex court in its July 23,
2019, verdict had cracked
whip on errant builders for
breaching the trust reposed
by home buyers and ordered
the cancellation of the
registration of Amrapali
group under real estate law
RERA and ousted it from
prime properties in the NCR
by nixing land leases.

The top court, which is trying
to bring in funds for the
stalled projects, appointed a
court receiver as custodian of
the properties of Amrapali

group.

Rahul Gandhi
to begin Delhi
election
campaign

STAFF REPORTER W
NEW DELHI

Upping the ante ahead of the
Delhi polls, the Congress
scion Rahul Gandhi is likely to
address his first rally in the poll
bound Delhi on January 13.
The rally is expected to be held
in the Trans-Yamuna area.

During the rally, the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok

Sabha will make all-out
attempts to cash in on the
proclaimed "insult" of
Babasaheb Bhimrao

Ambedkar, by BJP in the
parliament. Speculations rife,
Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra might attend the rally
apart from the senior leaders of
the partyNotably, Gandhi had
skipped two rallies in the past,
He was scheduled to attend the
closing ceremony of Delhi’s
Nyay yatra at the Indira Gandhi
stadium but was cancelled.

Two Nandu Gang me

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Delhi Police's Special Cell has
arrested two sharpshooters of the
Kapil Sangwan alias Nandu Gang
wanted in a triple murder case in
Haryana's Panchkula and broad
daylight murders in Tilak Nagar and

Kakrola from Bengaluru
Karnataka.
According to an official

Thursday, the accused, has been
identified as 27 year old Sahil alias
Poli and 37 year old Vijay Gehlot

alias Kalu,

on
in multiple

were arrested from
Bangalore on the intervening night
of Wednesday and Thursday.

"Persevering effort and continuous
ground work for several months by
the team gave result on Thursday,
wherein on the basis of a specific
input above wanted criminals Sahil
and Viajy Gahlot were apprehended
in in Bangalore, Karnataka after a
chase of 5000 km. Both suspects
were wanted for their involvement
crimes,
daylight murders in Delhi and a
high-profile triple murder case in

mbers arrested in Bengaluru triple murder

officer said.

including
network.

Panchkula, Haryana," a senior police

The officer further said that a team
tracked the fugitives' movements,
conducting multiple raids across
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab and Karnataka,
before apprehending the suspects.

Three mobile phones and Rs 2 lakh
in cash were recovered from the
suspects, he added. These items are
being analysed for further evidence
and connections to their criminal

Police said that Sahil was first

Najafgarh.

under

Najafgarh,

arrested in 2018 for a robbery case in

became acquainted with Sachin
Chhikara, a prominent member of
the Nandu gang. Upon his release,
Sahil committed further crimes
the
including the murder of Roshan
alias Chhota in Najafgarh.

“Accused Sahil came in contact with
Kapil Sangwan through one PK who
is a close aide of Nandu gang. In
2018, accused Sahil was arrested in a
robbery case of Police Station

While in custody, he

gang's instructions,

Delhi where he met

gangster Sachin Chhikara who is a
key member of Nandu gang. After
coming out on bail, he along with
shooters Vikas alias PK and Robhit
Dagar shot their rival Roshan alias
Chhota
instructions of Nandu. He was
wanted in several heinous cases and
was evading his arrest} a senior
officer said.

Further, he added that the accused
Vijay Gehlot is an active Bad
Character (BC) of Dwarka North
police station having involvement in
several heinous criminal cases.

in Najafgarh on the

Cong cornered in
INDIA bloc truck

From page 1

Abdullah stressed both the
central and state governments
should prioritize the needs of
the people rather than
engaging in conflicts that
hinder progress.

Reacting to claims about his
son and Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah being influenced by
New Delhi, the NC chief said,
“Omar Abdullah is elected the
chief minister by people. He
does not act on anyone’s
instructions. He acts on his
own decisions. Those who are
under this misunderstanding
should come out of it”

SC to review JEE-Advanced...

From page 1

The fresh plea, filed through
advocate  Sanjeet Kumar
Trivedi, said it related to the
process for admissions into the
prestigious IITs but the joint
admission  board (JAB),
entrusted to conduct the JEE-
Advanced exam, changed the
eligibility criteria for students
in an “arbitrary” manner.

“The JAB, vide its press release
dated November 5, 2024, first
fixed the permissible number
of attempts for JEE-Advanced
at three, only to change it
abruptly vide another press
release dated November 18,
2024, and thereby reducing the
number of attempts to two,

the plea said.

“The abrupt changes in the
eligibility criteria,” it said, “has
affected the petitioner as well
as thousands of similarly
situated persons denying them
a valuable opportunity to enter
the IITs” The plea said the
change in eligibility criteria
was against the principles of
natural justice and added,
“The impugned notification is
also in violation of principles
of legitimate expectation and
promissory estoppel.”

Seeking setting aside of the
November 18, 2024 press
release, it said the change
disentitled and disqualified
many students from taking the
JEE-Advanced 2025 exam.

Bijli, Paani free on BJP's poll platter?

From page 1

In a bid to further win over religious
BJP s
extending this electricity benefit to religious
places such as temples and gurudwaras.
Insiders say that these places of worship could
receive up to 500 units of free electricity each
month, benefiting not just the devotees but
also helping the institutions reduce their
operational costs, allowing them to focus on
social and charitable activities.

Sources said the BJP may announce a special
scheme for women empowerment in Delhi
like the ‘Ladli Behna Yojana. For AAP, which is
eyeing a third straight term in power, the
Mahila Samman Yojana is at the centre of its
game plan. Under the scheme, the AAP has
promised to hike the monthly dole for women
in Delhi from the initial Rs 1,000 to Rs 2,100.
AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal has also promised
a scheme, ‘Sanjeevani Yojana;, that will provide
free healthcare to residents over 60 years.
Besides, AAP has announced Rs 10 lakh for
auto drivers, allowance of Rs 18,000 for priests
and granthis. Congress too has left no stone

communities, the

unturned to woo voters.

The Congress has promised ‘Pyaari Didi

Yojana’ for women in Delhi. Congress has said
that if the party comes to power, this scheme

considering

“The

will be implemented in the first cabinet
meeting itself. The party also announced
‘Jeevan Raksha Yojana’ that provides an
insurance coverage of up to Rs 25 lakh.

fact is that AAP’s entire election
campaign is based on freebies. After the
election, the party announced many freebies
which are not even possible to fulfil. The BJP,
on the other hand, is focusing on its manifesto

with schemes which it could deliver smoothly

after forming the government. The clear
picture will come up in the coming days as the
party is working on it,” sources said.

In his first election rally in Delhi on Sunday
last, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said
that no public welfare scheme would be
discontinued if the party comes to power.
However, it would go a step ahead and remove
corruption in the implementation of the
schemes. “Anticipating their defeat in the
Delhi election, the AAP has started spreading
a lie that if BJP comes, this would be stopped,
that would be stopped. I want to assure the
people of Delhi that no schemes of people’s

welfare would be stopped in the BJP

government,” the PM had said.

HC orders removal of deepfake clips
of Dr Trehan on social media
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The Delhi High Court has
directed the removal of
deepfake videos of Medanta
aNaresh Trehan circulating on
social media.

Justice Mini Pushkarna said if
the videos were not taken
down by those who uploaded
or shared the clips within a
day, social media
intermediaries would remove
it within 36 hours from the
receipt of the order.

"The plaintiffs have
demonstrated a prima facie
case for grant of injunction
and, in case, no ex parte ad
interim injunction is granted,

the plaintiffs will suffer an
irreparable loss. Further,
balance of convenience also
lies in favour of the plaintiffs,
and against the defendants,
the court said on January 8.

The interim order came on a
plea by Medanta Hospital and
Dr Trehan seeking removal of
fabricated or deepfake videos
in  which the medical
practitioner was shown giving
medical advice and
propagating natural remedies
to cure problems in the field of
urology.The plea said several
fake videos of Dr Trehan, a
world renowned
cardiothoracic vascular
surgeon and head of the Heart
Institute of Medanta, the

Medicity Hospital, Gurugram,
were being circulated on
social media and claimed he
neither gave an interview nor
recorded any such video.

"The intent of such posts is to
deceive and mislead the public
at large by promoting usage
and sale of unapproved and
uncertified medicines and
natural remedies, towards
illicit commercial gains of
third parties, by misusing the
repute and goodwill gathered
by the plaintiffs on account of
their contribution in the field
of medicine, especially,
plaintiff number 2 (Dr
Trehan), as he is a personality
in his own right/on his merit,’
it said.

Naidu visits

From page 1

Accompanied by several
ministers, Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD)
officials and others, the CM
inspected the makeshift
arrangements made to
handle the multitudes of
crowds arriving for the
pilgrimage.

At the stampede site, Naidu
demanded answers from
TTD joint executive officer
(health & education) M
Gowthami over the incident.
The Andhra Pradesh
government announced an
ex-gratia of Rs 25 lakh each
to the kin of the deceased
devotees who died in a
stampede here.

Hundreds of devotees turned
up from across the country

Tirupati stampede victims

for the 10-day Vaikunta
Dwara Darshanam
commencing from January
10. “We cannot replace life
with anything else. To
support the families, we have
announced Rs 25 lakh,” said
Prasad, talking to reporters
after calling on the victims’
families as part of a group of
ministers visit.

Senior YSRCP leader and
former Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD)
chairman B Karunakar
Reddy demanded that Chief
Minister should own moral
responsibility for the Tirupati
stampede  and initiate
stringent action against the
officials responsible. The
Congress’ state unit held the
TTD that governs the Lord
Venkatswara temple,

responsible for the tragedy
and called for immediate
probe into the incident.
According to the former
TTD chairman, the incident
occurred due to the
inefficiency of the
administration, which is
more “inclined towards
serving Chandrababu Naidu
than Lord Venkateswara”
“Chandrababu Naidu always
gives priority to publicity and
self-boasting and such an
incident was seen during
Godavari pushkarams, which
claimed over 30 lives due to
his publicity craze,” he said,
referring to a previous
stampede incident on the
banks of Godavari river in
Rajamundry during erstwhile
TDP regime between 2014
and 2019.

Speeches of Umar, Sharjeel
created fear: Delhi police to HC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
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Speeches by Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam and others
created a sense of fear after a
common reference to CAA-
NRC, Babri mosque, triple
talaq and Kashmir, police
argued before the Delhi High
Court on Thursday.

Opposing their bail pleas before
Justices Navin Chawla and
Shalinder Kaur, police made its
submissions in the UAPA case
related to the violence which
took place in northeast Delhi in
February 2020.

"Speeches by Meeran (Haider),
Sharjeel Imam, Khalid Saifi and
Umar Khalid show a common
pattern.. All are on identical
lines. They create a sense of fear
in the people hearing them..(by
talking about) CAA-NRC,
Babri, triple talaq and Kashmir,"
said special public prosecutor
Amit Prasad.

He said aside from the
speeches, Umar Khalid gave an
"objectionable  speech  in
Amravati" which was made
"viral" at the relevant time.

He accused Umar Khalid of
deliberately travelling outside

Delhi at the time when violence
erupted in the capital to evade
any responsibility.

"There was a concerted plan to
remain outside Delhi. When
violence broke out, there was
immediate reaction," he said.
Khalid, Imam and others were
booked under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and provisions of the
IPC for allegedly being the
"masterminds” of the violence,
which left 53 people dead and
over 700 injured.

The violence erupted during
the protests against the CAA
and NRC.

While challenging the trial
court orders refusing bail,
Khalid and others cited their
long incarceration and parity
with other co-accused who
were granted bail.

SPP Prasad also referred to the
statements of several protected
witnesses to establish the
accused persons were not
"innocent bystanders" who
merely organised protest sites,
but planned to cause violence
through WhatsApp groups,
resulting in registration of 751
FIRs  related to  the
riots.precedent.

GRAP Il invoked in the Gapital
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The CAQM has confirmed
that the actions under Stage-I
and Stage-II of the revised
GRAP will remain enforced.
These measures will continue
to be implemented,
monitored, and reviewed by
the relevant agencies in the
entire NCR to prevent any
further deterioration in air
quality. Under Stage III,
classes up to 5 are required to
shift to hybrid mode. Parents
and students have the option
to choose online education,
wherever  available.  The
restrictions also  include
banning of road construction
activities and major repairs.
The government may take a
decision to stagger timings for
public offices and municipal
bodies in other areas of NCR.
Delhi’s average AQI clocked
357 today at 4PM, ie. ‘Very
Poor’ Category (AQI ranging
between 301-400); CAQM
Sub-Committee on GRAP
observed that the AQI of
Delhi which was recorded as

297 on 08.01.2025, exhibited a
sharp increasing trend and
has been recorded 357 at 4:00
PM on 09.01.2025 owing to
calm winds and foggy
conditions.

“According  to CAQM,
forecasts from IMD/ IITM
also suggest a likelihood of
the average AQI of Delhi to
particularly remain in this
adverse range for a few days

owing  to  unfavorable
meteorological conditions.
The Sub-Committee

accordingly decides to invoke
the 9-point action plan as per
Stage-III of revised GRAP in
the entire NCR with
immediate effect, in an effort
to prevent further
deterioration of air quality in
the region;

All actions as envisaged under
Stage-III of the revised GRAP,
be implemented in right
earnest by all the agencies
concerned in NCR,with
immediate effect, in addition
to all actions under Stages I &
II of revised GRAP already in
force,” the CAQM said.

Indian passport
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Singapore passport holders
can currently travel visa-free
to a total of 195 out of 227
destinations around the
globe, giving its citizens more
unrestricted travel access than
anywhere else in the world.
Close behind, runner-up
Japan climbed from third to
second place in the 2025
ranking. The  Japanese
passport unlocks visa-free
access to 193 nations, a total
that now includes China for
the first time since Covid-19.
Six countries - Finland,
France, Germany, Italy, South
Korea, and Spain - are tied for
third place with visa-free
access to 192 destinations
globally. In fourth place,
Austria, Denmark, Ireland,
Luxembourg, Netherlands,

Norway, and Sweden are also
tied, with their citizens
enjoying travel to 191
destinations without needing
a visa.

The United Arab Emirates, in
tenth place, remains the only
Arab nation to have secured a
spot in the top 10 ranking,
meaning its passport holders
can travel visa-free to 185
destinations worldwide. UAE
passport holders have seen a
major improvement in global
mobility over the past decade,
and have gained access to an
additional 72 destinations
since 2015. Meanwhile, the
US passport, dropping from
second place in 2015 to its
current ranking in ninth
place, has become less
powerful over the past
decade. The British passport
has also diminished in power

in recent years, and is now
ranked in fifth place. It has
been over a decade since the
UK and the US jointly held
first place on the index in
2014.

In 2025, Pakistan and Yemen
shared the 103rd position on
the Henley Passport Index,
both with visa-free access to
only 33 countries. They are
followed by Iraq (31
countries), Syria and (27
countries) and Afghanistan
(26 countries).

Several EU member states,
France, Germany, Italy, and
Spain, drop two places in the
ranking to 3rd position, and
are joined by Finland and
South Korea, which each lost
a place over the past 12
months and now have access
to 192 destinations with no
prior visa required.

ranking slips

The statement adds that a
seven-nation EU cohort, all
with visa-free access to 191

destinations, Austria,
Denmark, Ireland,
Luxembourg,

Netherlands, Norway, and
Sweden, share 4th place,
while five countries, Belgium,
New Zealand, Portugal,
Switzerland, and the UK,
come in 5th with 190 visa-free
destinations. The statement
adds that on the other end of
the mobility spectrum,
Afghanistan, unsurprisingly,
remains firmly entrenched at
the bottom of the Henley
Passport Index, having lost
visa-free access to a further
two destinations over the past
year, creating the largest
mobility gap in the index's 19-
year history, with
Singaporeans able to travel to

169 more destinations visa-
free than Afghan passport
holders.

"The very mnotion of
citizenship and its birthright
lottery needs a fundamental
rethink as temperatures rise,
natural disasters become
more frequent and severe,
displacing communities and
rendering their environments
uninhabitable.
Simultaneously, political
instability =~ and  armed
conflicts in various regions
force countless people to flee
their homes in search of safety
and refuge. The need to
introduce Free Global Cities
to harness the untapped
potential of displaced people
and other migrants,
transforming them from
victims of circumstance into
architects of their own futures

has never been more pressing
or apparent,” says Christian H
Kaelin, Chairman, Henley &
Partners and the inventor of
the passport index concept.

The statement adds that the
rest of the index's Top 10 is
largely ~ dominated by
European countries, except
for Australia, which is 6th
place with 189 destinations,
Canada, 7th place with 188
destinations, the US 9th place
with 186 destinations and the
UAE, the first and only Arab
state to ever make it into the
upper echelons of the
rankings. The UAE is one of
the biggest climbers on the
index over the past decade,
having secured access to an
additional 72 destinations
since 2015, enabling it to
climb 32 places to 10th spot
with visa-free access to 185

destinations worldwide.
According to the statement,
only 22 of the world's 199
passports have fallen down
the Henley Passport Index
ranking over the past decade.
Surprisingly, the United States
is the second-biggest faller
between 2015 and 2025 after
Venezuela, plummeting seven
places from 2nd to its current
9th position. Vanuatu is the
third-biggest faller, losing six
places from 48th to 54th
position, followed by the
British passport, which was
top of the index in 2015 but
now sits in 5th place.
Completing the Top 5 losers
list is Canada, which dropped
three ranks over the past
decade from 4th to its current
7th place.

In contrast, China is among
the biggest climbers over the

past decade, ascending from
94th place in 2015 to 60th in
2025, with its visa-free score
increasing by 40 destinations
in that time. And in terms of
its openness to other nations,
China has also risen on the

Henley Openness Index,
which  ranks all 199
countries and territories

worldwide according to the
number of nationalities they
permit entry to without a
prior visa.

China granted visa-free access
to a further 29 countries over
the past year alone, and now
sits in 80th position, granting
visa-free entry to a total of 58
nations as the new year
commences, compared to its
rival America, which ranks
84th and allows just 46 other
countries access without a
prior visa.
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Ahead of Assem
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Ahead of the upcoming
assembly polls, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
Delhi are sparring over the Jat
quota. After projecting himself
as ‘Haryana Ka Lal’ during the
assembly polls in Haryana,
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convener and former
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday voiced
his support for granting Other
Backward Classes (OBC) reser-
vation status to the Jat com-
munity, a move is being seen to
consolidate Jat votes in the
upcoming assembly polls.
Kejriwal accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah of “betraying” the Jat
community of Delhi by not
including it in the Centre’s
Other Backward Classes (OBC)
list. The Jat community holds
significant influence in Delhi,
comprising an estimated 8-10

per cent of the electorate.

The BJP dismissed Arvind
Kejriwal’s new-found love for
Jats as gimmickry. In a veiled
attack on Kejriwal, BJP candi-
date from New Delhi Assembly
and former MP Parvesh Sahib
Singh said the AAP chief is try-
ing to divide Delhi on caste
lines when he has never
remembered the Jat commu-
nity in the past 11 years.
“This is the same Arvind
Kejriwal who found the Jats
repulsive, who refused to let
them and the people of rural
Delhi enter his house. But now,
as elections approach, and rural
Delhi - be it Jats, Gurjars,
Yadavs, Tyagis, or Rajputs -
stand united against him,
Kejriwal suddenly remembers
the Jats.

Kejriwal, who did not build a
memorial for Sahib Singh
Verma, the most renowned Jat
leader of Delhi, is now talking
about the welfare of Jats,” he
alleged. On land acquisition,
Parvesh said, “Farmers’ lands

are forcibly acquired by
Kejriwal’s government at cheap
rates, while market rates range
from ?10-15 crores. During my
father’s tenure, farmers were
given fair market rates” BJP
MP Ramvir Singh Bidhuri hit
back at Arvind Kejriwal for
misleading Jats over quota and
said, “Jats are already in the
OBC list of Delhi. Kejriwal
should tell how many Jats has
he given jobs to in Delhi in the

bly polls,

Ranjan Dimri

last 10 years”

In his letter, Kejriwal now
urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, urging the
inclusion of Delhi’s Jat com-
munity and five other s in the
central OBC list.

There are 10-15 assembly
seats in Delhi where Jat vote
matters. “I am writing this
letter to remind you of a
promise you made on an
important issue 10 years ago.

Over the past few days, I have
met with several representa-
tives of Delhi's Jat communi-
ty, who have expressed con-
cern over the exclusion of
their community from the
central OBC list," the state-
ment reads.

"These representatives
informed me that on March 26,
2015, you invited representa-
tives of Delhi’s Jat community
to your residence and promised

Ranjan Dimri

them that the Jat community,
which is listed under Delhi’s
OBC category, would also be
included in the central OBC
list. This would enable them to
avail of reservation benefits in
central government colleges
and jobs in Delhi," Kejriwal
said further.

"Later, on February 8, 2017, Mr.
Amit Shah convened a meeting
of Jat leaders from Delhi and
across the country at the resi-

capital 03

dence of Chaudhary Birender
Singh before the Uttar Pradesh
elections. He promised that the
OBC communities listed in
state lists would be included in
the central list as well."
Before the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, Mr. Amit Shah again
met Jat leaders at the residence
of BJP MP Parvesh Verma in
Delhi and reiterated the
promise that the Jat community
of Delhi would be included in
the central OBC list. However,
no action was taken after the
elections."

"I would like to draw your
attention to several inconsis-
tencies in the central govern-
ment’s policies regarding OBC
reservations. For instance, I
learned that Jat youths from
Rajasthan benefit from OBC
reservation in  Delhi
University because they are
included in the central OBC
list.

On the other hand, Jat youths
from Delhi, despite being list-
ed under Delhi’s OBC cate-

BJP and AAP spar over Jat quota

gory, are unable to avail of
these benefits because your
government has not included
Delhi's Jat community in the
central OBC list, Kejriwal
added further.

There are seven universities of
the central government in
Delhi. There are dozens of
colleges of Delhi University.
There are jobs in many insti-
tutions of the central govern-
ment like Delhi Police, NDMC,
DDA,

AIIMS, Safdarjung, Ram
Manohar Lohia in which the
rules of the central government
are applicable. In such a situa-
tion, due to this breach of
promise by the central gov-
ernment, injustice is being
done to thousands of youth of
the OBC community of Delhi,"
Kejriwal said in the letter.
Kejriwal further demanded
similar inclusion for Rawat,
Rauniyar, Raya-Tanwar,
Charan, and Od castes, which
already enjoy OBC status in
Delhi.

BJP and AAP intensify poster wars
RSt dFrcm bia?
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he AAP and BJP has inten-

sified its poster war ahead
of the upcoming Delhi assem-
bly election with the former
raising the issue of absence of
Chief Minister face in the BJP
and dubbing it as ‘gali galoch
party’ while the latter making
‘sheeshmahal’ the centre of
their social media campaign
and using songs like ‘Golmal
hai bhai sab golmal hai’ cre-
atively to depict the difference
between AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal’s lavish residence and
shabby condition of the nation-
al Capital.
Vying to win the high-octane
polls, both the parties are
actively engaging in poster
and video war with the AAP
putting a poster depicting
Kejriwal as their CM face and
a question mark on the side of
the ‘Gali Galoch Party’, signi-
fying an absence of any leader
to be projected for the post in
the BJP. It was titled ‘Delhi ka
CM kon? (Who will be the
CM of Delhi?’The post gar-
nered 23,000 views and 490
likes.
In yet another post targeting
the BJP leaders by calling it ‘gali
galoch party k galibaj neta;
AAP used each letter of the
abbreviation of BJP to represent
the candidates given tickets
by the party in this election.
The post carried the photo of
BJP candidate for kalkaji, con-
testing against Chief Minister
Atishi, Ramesh Bidhuri as
‘Badtameez, BJP candidate for
New Delhi, pitted against AAP
chief, Parvesh Singh Verma as
‘Thagdalu’ and BJP’s Rohini
candidate Vijendra Gupta as
‘Papf’
Countering BJP’s relentless
attack on the ruling party over
‘sheeshmahal, the party is look-
ing to turn the table by hitting
out at Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s official residence,
terming it as ‘Raj Mahal’ and
highlighting the expensive
things worn by him in a series
of posts.

Launching an all out attack, the

party creatively used a poster
with ‘Fakiri, ek bada mehnga
shauk hai’ written on it and a
series of post attached to it
highlighting the price of the
sunglasses worn by the Prime

Minister and pen worth Rs 1.3
lakh used by him. In another
post, the party also showed PM
Modi sitting on a ‘throne’ with
a price tag Rs 150 crore, aim-
ing to highlight the theme of

‘Fakir ka Rajmahal.

Even as the party is cornering
the BJP over the issue of giving
Jat community OBC reserva-
tion, the ruling party from its
official handle shared a poster
accusing the BJP of betraying
the community for 10 years
despite promising it reservation
in 2015 and featuring the photo
of PM Modi and Union
Minister of Home Affairs Amit
Shah.

Meanwhile, the BJP has
attacked the ruling party and its
chief for ‘sheeshmahal’ It
shared a video with visuals
from ‘Kejriwal ka sheeshmahal’
displaying the luxurious resi-
dence of AAP supremo and
contrasted it with visuals of dif-
ferent areas of dirty and dilap-
idated roads and areas of Delhi
with ‘golmal hai bhai sab gol-
mal hai’ playing in the back-
ground.Featuring the iconic
dialogue of Deewar, the BJP
shared a photo in which
Kejriwal is sitting on a heap of
money earned from ‘sharab
ghotald; telling a person “Mere
pas sheeshmahal hai, badi gadi
hai, dhan-daulat hai...tumhre
pas kya hai?” (T have sheehma-
hal, T have a big car, I have
money...what do you have?”.
In reply a person, who has been
allotted a flat by the Prime
Minister, said, “Mere pas Modi
jika diya, ye apna ghar” (I have
this home that Modi ji has
given me)

It also shared a video of
common people not having
access to cleandrinking water
under the AAP ruled Delhi
government and also the lack
of sanitation in different
slums of the national Capital.
It also shared a video featur-
ing Arvind Kejriwal claiming
that clean water is coming
from the taps infront of the
media while normal people
showing dirty people coming
out of the taps.

BJP president reviews preparation
for upcoming Assembly polls in city
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B]P president and Union
Health Minister Jagat
Prakash Nadda on Thursday
reviewed preparations for the
upcoming Assembly polls, ask-
ing party leaders to reach out
to new groups of people from
various social segments and
areas for better electoral
impact.

Nadda visited the BJP's Delhi
unit office and spent more
than four hours meeting the in-
charges and members of vari-
ous poll panels, state func-
tionaries and frontal organisa-
tions. He reviewed the prepa-
rations for the elections to 70-
member Delhi Assembly on
February 5.

The party, in a statement, said,
“BJP National President Jagat
Prakash Nadda participated in
election management meet-
ings held at the Delhi BJP
office today. In two separate
meetings, Jagat Prakash Nadda
interacted with members of the
Election Steering Committee
and the Election Management
Committee to gather updates
on electoral arrangements and
provided guidance for
improvement.”

“Jagat Prakash Nadda stated
that this election offers an
opportunity to choose between
Arvind Kejriwal’s falsehoods
and corruption and BJP’s truth
and development. He expressed
confidence that the people of
Delhi would make the right
choice and free the city from
AAP-induced disasters,” it
added.

"The BJP national president
said the party unit's outreach
programmes and campaigns
should focus on meeting new
people and convincing them to
support the BJP for better elec-
toral results. He said interact-
ing with the same set of people
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who support the party does not
bear fruit," said a senior Delhi
BJP functionary.

Nadda was informed during
the course of the review meet-
ings that more than one lakh
women have been contacted
through various campaigns
and programmes so far.

The BJP chief asked the
party's Mahila Morcha
(women's wing) to reach out
to more women ahead of the
polls.

He sought to boost the morale
of the BJP leaders, saying the
entire party needs to jump
into the elections as a unified
force to ensure the party's vic-
tory, the functionary said.
Some functionaries present in
the meeting said Nadda told
the leaders that there are a lim-
ited number of tickets in elec-
tions and everyone cannot get
one.< He said a real leader does
not get disheartened if he fails
to get a chance to contest the
elections. "A leader will remain
a leader even if she or he does
not get a ticket," he said.

The BJP has so far announced
candidates on 29 of the 70 seats.
The remaining candidates are
likely to be announced soon as
the Central Election

Ranjan Dimri

Committee (CEC) of the party
is meeting on Friday. The BJP
is making all-out efforts to
return to power after over 26
years. The party won the first
Assembly polls in Delhi in
1993. It has remained out of
power since 1998, losing to the
Congress in three consecutive
elections till 2013 and since
then by the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP).

In the last two polls in 2015
and 2020, the party was com-
pletely routed by AAP, scrap-
ing through with just three
and eight seats respectively.
Various poll committees
including those for campaign,
manifesto and narrative
among others as well as
frontal organisations gave
reports to the BJP chief.

The meetings, chaired by Delhi
BJP President Virendra
Sachdeva, were attended by
Delhi Election In-charge and
Member of Parliament
Baijayant Panda, Co-Election
In-charge MP Atul Garg, Co-
Election In-charge Dr. Alka
Gurjar, Organizational General
Secretary Pawan Rana, Election
Steering Committee Head MP
Harsh Malhotra, and Co-Head
MP Manoj Tiwari.

Congress is not going to make
any alliance with AAP, says Yadav

STAFF REPORTER/AGENCIES W
NEW DELHI

With the AAP facing "anti-
incumbency" in Delhi,
Arvind Kejriwal is "panick-
ing" and is trying to pressure
the Congress through its part-
ners but "we are not going to
make any kind of alliance"
with his party, city Congress
chief Devender Yadav said on
Thursday.

He also said there is no official
statement from INDIA bloc
parties about supporting the
Aam Aadmi Party in upcom-
ing Delhi assembly polls, and
any alliance leader making
statement to this effect is doing
so in his or her own individual
capacity.

Kejriwal, as the chief minister
for last 11 years, is not ready to
discuss the problems of Delhi,
Yadav said He also took a jibe
at Kejriwal for raising the issue
of reservation to the capital's Jat
community, and demanding its
inclusion in the Central OBC
list.

Kejriwal sees his New Delhi
assembly seat and government
slipping away from him that is
why he is bringing new agen-
das, Yadav said, Earlier in the
day, AAP convenor and former
chief minister Kejriwal told a
press conference the BJP-led
Central government has
reneged on its promise to pro-
vide reservation to the capital's
Jat community.

b 7
Kejriwal said he wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
demanding the inclusion of
Delhi's Jat community in the
Central OBC list. "The way
Kejriwal remembered the OBC
issue of Jats in Delhi today is
just politics and nothing else,"
Yadav said.

"As far as the support of all the
INDIA alliance parties is con-
cerned, no official statement
has come from the parties that
anyone is supporting the AAP.
We are fighting elections in
Delhi independently,” Yadav
said, adding those who are
making statement in support of
the AAP are doing so as indi-
vidual leaders.

He said the Congress will keep
highlighting any shortcoming
it finds with the AAP govern-
ment. The Congress will come
up with a manifesto that
reflects the needs of the people
of Delhi, he said, adding they
have carried forward their
campaign in a systematic way.
The Congress has fielded a
strong candidate -- Sandeep

Dikshit whose mother Sheila
Dikshit was a three-term chief
minister of Delhi -- against
Kejriwal and that is why he is
feeling uneasy, Yadav said.
"Our campaign is gathering
strength and the AAP is facing
anti-incumbency. Somewhere
Kejriwal is getting panicky,
and that is why he is trying to
create pressure through our
alliance partners.

"Through the Nyay Yatra, we
not only made our organisation
strong, but also assured people
that the Congress is with them.
That is the reason people are
now looking at the Congress
with hopes and expectations,”
he stated.

Yadav also claimed that the
people of Delhi do not like the
BJP. "There was anti-incum-
bency against our party due to
which the AAP first came into
power. A similar situation has
arisen today also and the vote
share which went to the AAP
from the Congress is now shift-
ing back to the Congress," he
said.

"l can assure you that the
Congress will make a strong
government. There would be
no alliance. The Delhi
Congress is firm in its stand
that we are not going to make
any kind of alliance with the
AAP"Yadav added.

The 70-member Delhi
Assembly will go to polls on
February 5. Theresults will be
out on February 8.

Kejriwal raises serious allegations of electoral
malpractice in New Delhi Assembly constituency

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convenor and for-
mer Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal has raised
serious allegations of electoral
malpractice in the New Delhi
Assembly constituency, accus-
ing the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) of orchestrating a "big
scam" to manipulate voters
and influence the upcoming
elections. A high-level delega-
tion of the AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal and comprising
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, Delhi Chief
Ministr Atishi, and Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh, met with the
Election Commission on
Thursday demanded that his
New Delhi assembly con-
stituency rival, BJP's Parvesh
Verma, be barred from con-
testing the Delhi election.

Accusing the former MP of
"openly distributing money",
the ex chief minister asked the
poll panel to "raid his house".
"The BJP candidate in the New
Delhi Assembly constituency,
Parvesh Verma, is organising
job camps, openly distributing
money... These things come
under corrupt practices under
the rules and regulations of the
Election Commission...
Parvesh Verma should be
barred from contesting elec-
tions and his house should be
raided to find out how much
money he has at his house,"

Arvind Kejriwal said after
meeting the Election
Commission.

Kejriwal claimed that thou-
sands of fake applications for
vote cancellations and addi-
tions had been filed in the con-
stituency in recent weeks. "In
the New Delhi Assembly con-
stituency, from 15 December to
7 January, in 22 days, 5,500
applications have come for
cancellation of votes. These
applications are fake," Kejriwal
alleged. He said that when
officials investigated the mat-
ter and contacted the individ-
uals whose votes were report-
edly being cancelled, they
found that these applications
had been filed without their
knowledge. "A big scam is
going on," he added.

“On Suspicious Additions to
the Voter List, he stated that
between December 15 and

%

now, there have been 13,000
new voter registrations in this
small constituency with just
one lakh voters. “Where did
these 13,000 people come from
in just 15 days?

This is a clear indication that
fake voters are being registered,
likely brought in from neigh-
boring states like Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar.

We highlighted that this large-
scale addition and deletion of
votes—amounting to 18.5% of
the total voter list—can com-
pletely distort the election
process” he said.

The AAP delegation demand-
ed immediate action against the
District Election Officer (DEO)
and Electoral Registration
Officer (ERO) for their involve-
ment in facilitating these vio-
lations, urging the Election
Commission to ensure a free
and fair election process.

BJP to showcase 14
replicas of Kejriwal’s
lavish ‘Sheeshmahal

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

he ‘Sheeshmahal’ remains

central to the Delhi BJP’s
campaign, with the party now
preparing to showcase 14 repli-
cas of the lavish bungalow
belonging to AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal, located at 6, Flag
Staff Road, Civil Lines.
These replicas will be dis-
played across all districts of the
national capital in an effort to
incite public discontent against
the ruling party ahead of the
upcoming Delhi Assembly
elections.
The miniature of the bungalow
was first displayed by the BJP
in Connaught Place more than
six months ago soon after the
first reports came in. The party,
vying to end the drought of not
being in power for 27 years,
also featured it prominently in
Prime Minister Narendra
Modji’s rally recently.
According to BJP sources, the
party will display the replica on
a van and take it around the
district to showcase the
‘sheeshmahal’ to the general
public.
“We will use vans to display the
miniature of the lavish bunga-
low Kejriwal built for himself,
despite claiming to be ‘aam
aadmi. We will put it on display
at markets and heavily crowd-
ed places so more and more

people can see the reality of
AAP and Kejriwal,” a party
source added.A model titled
‘Sheesh Mahal - Kejriwal’s
Museum of Corruption’ also is
kept prominently at the state
party headquarters at Pandit
Pant Marg office. Catching the
eyes of people, the replica gives
passerby a chance to take a look
at the ‘sheeshmahal, creating a
dent at the image of former
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, who has already been
engulfed in allegations of cor-
ruption.

BJP National President and
Union Minister Jagat Prakash
Nadda on Thursday also took
a look at the replica placed at
the state party office.The
miniature which is inside a
glass and placed on a 6X4 ft
table is very detailed.

The architecture of the replica
remains unknown. However,
party sources said that he is a
Haryana based man, aged
around 30, and runs a firm of
his. In the replica, one can see
balconies, windows, doors, a
terrace, a swimming pool, a
badminton court, trees, and
five luxury cars.

It also features two figurines
including a male and a female
nearby the pool, hinting
towrads AAP supremo and his
wife Suneeta Kejriwal enjoying
the luxury.
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Dream big,

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE H
NEW DELHI

Recalling his days as an NCC
cadet, Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi on Thursday
urged the youth to dream big
and strive to become the
"changemakers, innovators and
leaders" of tomorrow.
Addressing a gathering of
cadets and officers during his
visit to the ongoing National
Cadet Corps (NCC) Republic
Day Camp at Delhi
Cantonment, Gen Dwivedi
also wished his best to an
NCC expedition team that will
attempt to scale Mount Everest
later this year.

"Being part of NCC is a way of
life. The formative years as a
cadet will forge a unique iden-
tity for each one of you, and
shall form the edifice of your
achievements later in life," the

sirive to hecome changemakers, leaders of tomorrow: Army chief urges NGG cadets

army chief said.

It is also encouraging to know
that in 2024, 100 boy cadets
and 10 girl cadets joined the
army's pre-commissioning
training academies through
NCC's entry schemes, while
more than 8,800 NCC cadets
joined the force as Agniveers,
Gen Dwivedi said.

The army chief was welcomed
by the NCC cadets upon his
arrival at the camp. Later, he
also interacted with some of
them in the flag area, and pre-
sented mementoes to those
who delivered excellent brief-
ings. He was also treated to cul-
ture performances in the audi-
torium at the venue.

"Seeing all of you proudly don-
ning your uniform makes me
nostalgic as I recall my NCC
enrolment number -- 73727 -
- which I had for seven years,
and the cherished days I spent

T

as an NCC cadet," he told the
gathering.

Gen Dwivedi, an alumnus of
Sainik School in Rewa, Madhya
Pradesh, also said he felt proud
being part of the NCC Alumni
Association.

"Dear cadets, as I look at you
today, I see not just the leaders
of tomorrow, but the custodi-
ans of our country's heritage
and future. As young citizens of
this great nation, you are an
integral part of India's trans-
formation and growth story,"
he said in his address.
"Leadership roles in diverse
fields shall soon come your
way. Therefore, dream big, and
strive to become the change-
makers, innovators and leaders
of tomorrow," he added.

The army chief also urged the
cadets to believe in themselves,
equip themselves with deter-
mination and fortitude, and "let

hardwork and dedication be
your companion in your pur-
suit of excellence".

Gen Dwivedi also praised the
noble efforts of the cadets in
community service, blood
donation programmes, envi-
ronment conservation, and
spreading awareness on social
issues, and urged them to
"demonstrate the strength of
youth towards making a tan-
gible difference towards nation-
building". "I know that a team
of NCC cadets will attempt to
scale Mount Everest this year,
and I am happy to note that
they are currently training at
the Army Mountaineering
Institute in the Siachen Base
Camp. My best wishes are with
the expedition team," the army
chief said, adding that he will
eagerly look forward to "see a
glimpse of the NCC summit
flag atop Mt Everest".

Stating that the Indian Army
takes great pride in its associ-
ation and support to the NCC,
Gen Dwivedi said at one time,
more than 12,500 army per-
sonnel stood posted as staff in
the NCC.

As part of training support,
more than 30,000 NCC cadets
have done attachment training
with army units thus far,
including 4,000 cadets -- boys
and girls -- undergoing attach-
ments with military hospitals,
the army chief said.

A total of 2,361 NCC cadets
from around the country are
taking part in the month-long
Republic Day camp, which
began on December 30 and will
culminate with the PM Rally
on January 27.

The annual event is also wit-
nessing the participation of
917 girl cadets, the largest con-
tingent so far.

INSV Tarini” with two women Navy
officers crosses International Date Line
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Indian Naval Sailing Vessel
(INSV) "Tarini' carrying two
women officers on Thursday
crossed the International Date
Line (IDL), achieving a sig-
nificant milestone during the
crew's global circumnavigation
expedition, officials said.

"As the vessel sailed east-
wards, the crew adjusted their
clocks to account for the date
change, symbolising the blend-
ing of two consecutive calen-
dar days," a Navy spokesper-
son said.

"Tarini successfully crossed
the International Date Line
(IDL) today at approximately
1130 hours, Indian Standard
Time (IST)," he said. This
notable achievement marks a
significant milestone in the

crew's ongoing global cir-
cumnavigation expedition, the
official added.

'Tarini' is undertaking the
global circumnavigation jour-
ney under the Navika Sagar
Parikrama II, an Indian Navy
expedition attempting a dou-
ble-handed circumnavigation
of the earth via the three
Great Capes. The boat was
flagged off from Goa on
October 2, 2024, by Navy
chief Admiral Dinesh K
Tripathi.

Carrying the two women
officers, 'Tarini' had left the
Lyttelton Port in New Zealand
on Saturday for the longest
and the most challenging leg
of its expedition.

INSV 'Tarini' had reached
Lyttelton on December 22,
completing the second leg of
the historic circumnavigation

being undertaken by two
Indian Navy officers -- Lt Cdr
Dilna K and Lt Cdr Roopa A

-- symbolising India's growing
prowess of maritime explo-
ration.

The crew had left the Lyttelton
Port for its onward passage --
third leg of the expedition --
to Port Stanley (Falkland
Islands). This is the longest leg
of the expedition with a dis-
tance of approximately 5,600
nautical miles (about 10,400
km), the official said.

During the stay at Lyttelton,
the crew undertook repairs
and maintenance of the vessel
with particular focus on the
next leg where it will cross the
South Pacific, pass through the
treacherous Drake Passage,
before crossing Cape Horn to
reach Port Stanley, the
spokesperson earlier said.

Kin of woman who died in child birth allege negligence by hospital

PARVESH SHARMA W
GURUGRAM

Afamily member of a
woman who died on
Sunday allegedly that she was
expired at the Saksham Health
Care hospital due to negli-
gence of the hospital adminis-
tration.

The deceased's family has also
filed a complaint against the
hospital administration at the
Kherki Daula Police Station for
further investigation.
According to police, the hus-
band of the 30-year-old victim
a resident of Manesar has
alleged that his wife died due
to medical negligence.

Cops said on Thursday, they
have a received a complaint
against Saksham Health Care
hospital located in Sector-83
Manesar but they will forward
the case for preliminary inquiry
to the Gurugram health depart-
ment to get a nod for going

ahead with their investigation
(as is norm for cases against
doctors).

According to the complaint, the
deceased's woman husband
Manoj Yadav admitted his wife
Monika Yadav for delivery
around 9 am on January 5.
Doctor Shikha Parashar at
Saksham Health Care hospital
perform normal delivery
around 2.20 pm. She delivered
baby boy on January 5.

"After delivery she was
responding well. The doctors
suggested us to go home as the
medical staff will take care of
the patient. At around 6.40 pm,
her condition detorated due to
bleeding and the doctor failed
to control her bleeding and
later she died at the hospital,"
deceased husband Manoj told
The Pioneer.

He alleged that the hospital
administration did not arrange

ambulance on time. They even
did not use blood unit despite
arranged by the family.

"My wife was in immense pain
and was begging me to save her.
I told doctors that she is in
pain, but they said this was nor-
mal and she will recover soon.
Soon after, she lost conscious-
ness. Doctors then put her in
an ambulance and asked me to
rush to another hospital as the
case was beyond their control,"
the complaint said.

She was expired at the hospi-
tal but despite this and to mis-
guide us they shifted my wife
to another private hospital,
where the hospital manage-
ment informed us that she
was expired hours back," he
alleged.

The Doctors had initially said
the treatment would cost
around Rs 80,000 and has
charged Rs 50,000 after the
delivery, he said.

"We have lodged a complaint

with the Kherki Daula police
station for Manika's death due
to medical negligence and also
filed complaint with the
Gurgaon civil surgeon,” he
said.

When contacted, the hospital
administration said that it was
rare case of death. Despite all
possible care and efforts, she
succumbed on January 5.
"The patient had previously
delivered a girl through oper-
ation but the family insisted for
normal delivery.

We also informed the family
about the seriousness of the
normal delivery but despite this
they were adamant for normal
delivery.

After the delivery she suffered
Postpartum hemorrhage (PPH)
which is severe bleeding after
giving birth.

The family was briefed on her
criticality before delivery," Dr
Shikha Parashar told The
Pioneer.

Film personalities remember ‘creative
genius’ and ‘brilliant’ Pritish Nandy
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ilmmakers Sudhir Mishra,

Hansal Mehta, actors
Kareena Kapoor Khan, Sayani
Gupta, and Sanjay Dutt paid
rich tributes to veteran jour-
nalist, poet and filmmaker
Pritish Nandy, who died in
Mumbai on Wednesday.
Nandy died after a cardiac
arrest at his home in south
Mumbai. He was 73.
As a film producer, Nandy
backed films such as "Hazaaron
Khwahishen Aisi", "Kaante",
"Thankaar Beats", "Chameli",
"Shabd", and "Pyaar Ke Side
Effects".
Mishra expressed gratitude
towards Nandy for producing
his acclaimed 2005 film
"Hazaaron Khwahishen Aisi".
"Pritish Nandy changed my
life. Only he could make
'Hazaaron Khwahishen Aisi'.
He taught me so much. I am so
sorry Pritish Da. I couldn't
come up with an idea for the
sequel,” he wrote on X.
Mehta said his most personal
work, the 2017 movie
"Omerta", had lost "one of its
greatest patrons". He revealed
that it was Nandy who encour-
aged him to make Rajkummar
Rao-starrer which was based
on the life of British-Pakistani
terrorist Ahmed Omar Saeed
Sheikh.
"I remember when I first met
him in 2005 I had shared the

idea for 'Omerta’. Let's make it
he said. When nobody had
belief in me or my ideas Mr
Pritish Nandy gave me the
strength to dare, to dream and
to tell stories that mattered to
me - no matter what.

"He did not end up producing
'Omerta’ eventually but T owe
the film and a lot of my jour-
ney beginning from Shahid to
him. We had the most delight-
ful conversations, he was
always candid with me and I
always left his room very ener-
gized. So hard to believe that he
is gone," he posted on X.
Kareena, who received critical
acclaim for her performance as
a sex worker in "Chameli",
shared a picture from the set of
the 2004 movie with an infin-
ity symbol and a folded hands
emoji as a caption.

Dutt said Nandy was "a true

creative genius and a kind
soul" who would be missed.
The actor worked in "Kaante"
and "Shabd".

"Fierce. Fearless. Fine.
Godspeed Pritish Uncle," direc-
tor Meghna Gulzar wrote on
Instagram.

Anil Kapoor posted on X,
"Shocked and heartbroken by
the loss of my dear friend
Pritish Nandy. A fearless editor,
a brave soul, and a man of his
word, he embodied integrity
like no other."

Nandy was the "youngest guy
in the room, the most articu-
late and brilliant", said Sayani
Gupta, one of the lead actors of
Prime Video series "Four More
Shots Please!", which is backed
by Nandy's banner Pritish
Nandy Communications.
"Always smiling, always warm
and with that glint in his eyes.

He loved a good conversation.
He loved Bong women. And I
knew he loved me.

He would always express his
love & never shied away from
appreciating the people around
him.

There are very few people who
are this magnetic.

"An absolute stalwart. A true
visionary. A rock star feminist
who has created some of the
most iconic women characters
for cinema. I thought of him a
lot when his very close friend
Mr. Ratan Tata passed away
recently. How he must be hold-
ing up. Cannot believe he left
us so soon. The head of our
family just left us. Hasn't sunk
in. I am grateful for his grace,
wisdom & the moments spent
under his light. A deep deep
loss," Gupta wrote in an
Instagram post.

Bhumi Pednekar, who will next
be seen in Netflix series "The
Royals" produced by Nandy,
described Nandy as a visionary
that disrupted the ways in his
time.

"Deeply saddened by the pass-
ing of Pritish Nandy sir. His
vision shaped stories that
touched millions, and I'm
grateful to have been a part of
a project he believed in,"
Pednekar said in an Instagram
post.

Actor-filmmaker Anupam
Kher shared news of Nandy's
death on social media on
Wednesday night.

SC orders status quo on construction under PM
Awas Yojana on Abbas Ansari’s land 1n Lucknow
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered status
quo on the construction of
housing units under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana at
a disputed site in Lucknow's
Jiamau whose ownership is
claimed by the sons of late
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari.

In 2020, the Lucknow
Development Authority had
bulldozed the bungalow that
belonged to Ansari and his sons
including Abbas Ansari. The
government plans to build flats
on the land under the PM Awas
Yojana.

An SC bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
took note of submission by
senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for Abbas Ansari,
that the plea regarding the
possession of land was listed
before the Division Bench of
Allahabad High court repeat-
edly, but no interim stay was
passed.

On October 21 last year, the top
court asked the High Court to
take up the application for
interim stay for hearing as
early as possible. When the
matter came up for hearing in
the SC on Thursday, Sibal
informed the bench that
despite its order, the case has
not been taken for hearing.
"Some High Courts, we don't

know what will happen.
Allahabad High Court is one of
the high courts which one
should be worrisome about,"
the bench said.

While granting the status quo
on construction, the top court
bench directed the high court
to hear the matter expedi-
tiously.

"Since we have not issued
notice and have also not
obtained any report from
Registry of the High Court, we
are not inclined to express any
opinion as to what were the cir-
cumstances in which the peti-
tioner's writ petition could not
be taken up for hearing by the
bench, though it was listed
from time to time," the bench
observed.

It said that the petitioners have
specifically stated that the

authorities have commenced
construction at plot No 93
located in Village Jiamau,
Lucknow, which they claim to
be under their ownership.

If third party rights are creat-
ed it is likely to cause irre-
versible loss to the petitioners,
the court observed. "We dis-
pose of this application with a
direction to the authorities as
well as to the petitioners to
maintain status quo at the site
till the matter is heard by the
High Court," it said.
According to Abbas Ansari, his
grandfather purchased a share
in a plot in Jiamau and the deed
was registered on March 9,
2004. The said property was
allegedly gifted by him to his
wife Rabia Begum, who then
bequeathed the same through
aregistered will dated June 28,

2017 to the petitioner and his
brother.

The plea said that the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate,
Dalibagh, Lucknow allegedly
passed an ex parte (in their
absence) order on August 14,
2020 declaring the plot a gov-
ernment property.

Thereafter, the petitioner and
his brother were dispossessed
in August 2023.

Abbas Ansari then filed a peti-
tion in 2023 before the
Lucknow bench of the
Allahabad High Court. Some
other co-owners of the plot,
who were also affected by the
SDMs order, also approached
the High Court and the matter
was listed before a division
bench.

When Abbas Ansari's writ peti-
tion came up for hearing before
the single judge on January 8,
2024, he ordered it to be listed
along with other matters so as
to avoid conflicting orders.
Abbas Ansari contended that
his writ petition has been list-
ed before the division bench
repeatedly, but no interim stay
has been passed in their favour,
as was done by the division
bench in the case of other
affected persons.

"Resultantly, the authorities,
after taking physical possession
of the petitioner's plot, have
started construction of some
dwelling units at the site under
the Prima Minister Awas
Yojna," the plea said.

Paralympic contingent, top sarpanches, innovators among 10,000 special invitees for R-Day Parade
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D Iembers of Paralympic
contingent, sarpanches

from top-performing villages,
handloom artisans, and forest
and wildlife conservation
workers are among the nearly
10,000 special guests invited to
witness the 76th Republic Day
Parade at the Kartavya Path
here, the government said on
Thursday.

"These architects of 'Swarnim
Bharat', with diverse back-
grounds, include best per-
formers in various fields and
those who have made best use
of the schemes of the govern-
ment," the defence ministry
said in a statement.

In line with the objective to
increase 'Jan Bhagidari' (pub-
lic participation) in events of
national importance, approxi-
mately 10,000 special guests
have been invited to witness

the Republic Day Parade, it
said.The ministry also shared
that these special guests have
been drawn fro diverse areas
and fields, falling into 31 cat-
egories.

'Sarpanches from top per-
forming village', Disaster Relief
Workers', 'Best performing
Water Warriors', 'Guests from
Vibrant Villages','Guests from
North Eastern States', 'Best
Patent Holders', 'Best Start-
Ups', 'Road Construction
Workers' are some of these cat-
egories.

The invitees also include hand-
loom artisans, members of
Paralympic contingent and for-
est and wildlife conservation
volunteers and workers,
according to the statement.
In addition to attending the
Republic Day celebrations,
these special guests would be
visiting the National War
Memorial, PM Sangrahalaya
and other prominent places in
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Delhi, it said.

They will also get an opportu-
nity to interact with people in
different ministers.

Besides them, Chess Olympiad
medallist, Bridge World Games
silver medallist and Snooker
World Championship gold
medallist have been invited as
special guests as they have
made country proud with their
performances, the ministry
said.

Sarpanches whose villages have
achieved targets in selected
government initiatives have
been invited. A national-level
competition was announced by
the Department of
Administrative Reforms &
Public Grievances among pan-
chayats.

The panchayats which have
achieved targets in "at least six
flagship schemes” were select-
ed as special guests, the state-
ment said.

Some of those who have been

invited as spec1al guests are car-
rying out "exemplary work" to
ensure income and employ-
ment generation and environ-
ment protection through self-
help groups (SHGs), it said.
SHGs working in areas of food,
nutrition, health, water sani-
tation and hygiene, Panchayati
Raj Institutions-community
based organisations conver-
gence and gender activities
have been invited. Preference
has been given to a SHG mem-
ber who has not visited Delhi,
it added.

PM-JANMAN (Pradhan
Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya
Maha Abhiyan) mission par-
ticipants, tribal artisans, Van
Dhan Vikas Yojna members,
National Scheduled Tribes
Finance and Development
Corporation ventures, ASHA
workers, MyBharat volunteers
have also been invited.

For their excellent work in the
area of disaster relief and envi-

ronment protection, disaster
relief workers, 'Water Warriors',
community resource persons,
among others, have been
"invited for the first time", it
said.

Farmers and families who

have supported environment
conservation and use of renew-
able energy under PM Surya
Ghar scheme and PM KUSUM
(Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja
Suraksha evam Utthaan
Mahabhiyan) have also been
invited for the first time, the
ministry said.
"Encouraging innovation and
entrepreneurial spirit, patent
holders and start-ups have also
been included as special guests.
Schoolchildren with patriotic
fervour who have emerged as
winners of All-India School
Band Competition and Veer
Gatha competition will also be
attending the Republic Day
ceremony as special guests," the
statement said.
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PM Mot to global community: Inia’s

leritage shows future lies in peace, not war

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE H
BHUBANESWAR

Asserting that the world
today listens to India,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said that
due to the country’s heritage,
it is able to tell the interna-
tional community that the
future does not lie in ‘yudly
(war) but in ‘Budh’ (Buddha).
Addressing the diaspora at
the 18th Pravasi Bharatiya

Divas convention in
Bhubaneswar, Modi said
India is not only the mother
of democracy, but

democracy is a part of
people’s lives here.

He said the world today
listens to India, which not
only presents its own views
strongly but also those of the
Global South.

Noting that at the time when
the world was witnessing the
expansion of empires by the
power of the sword, Emperor
Ashoka chose the path of
peace, he said this was the
strength of India’s heritage.
“Due to this heritage, India is
able to tell the world --
‘bhavishya yudh mein nahi
hai, Budh mein hai’ (the
future does not lie in war but

in Buddha),” he said.

Modi said he has always
considered the diaspora as
India’s ambassador to the
countries they live in.

“We are not just the mother
of democracy, but
democracy is part of our
lives, our lifestyle. We don’t

have to be taught diversity,
rather, our life runs on
diversity. That’s why
wherever Indians go, they
become part of the society of
that particular place. We
respect the rules and
traditions of that country
and also honestly serve that

A

country and its society,
contributing to its growth
and prosperity. At the same
time, our hearts continue to
beat for India,” he said.

The PM said it was because
of the diaspora, that he keeps
his head high wherever he
goes.

“I do not forget the love,
affection and prestige I
receive across the world. I
would like to say thank you.
This is because of you, I keep
my head high across the
world. During the last 10

years, I have met several
leaders across the world. The

world leaders praise the
Indian diaspora. It's because
of the social values you add
to their society;” he said.

“Your safety and welfare are
our top priority. We consider
it our responsibility to help
our diaspora during crisis
situations no matter where
they are. This is one of the
guiding principles of India’s
foreign policy today. Over

the last decade, our
embassies and offices have
been sensitive and

proactive,” he said.

Modi said that earlier in
many countries, people had
to travel long distances to
access consular facilities and
wait for days for help.

“Now, these problems are
being solved. In the last two
years, 14 embassies and
consulates  have  been
opened. The scope of the
OCI card is also being
expanded,” he said.

The PM said the diaspora
played a major role in
Independence in 1947, and
sought their help to make
India a developed country by
2047.

He said India is not only a
young country but also a
country of skilled youths.

Finst case of HMPY
tetected in
Lucknow, fhealt
tiepartment on alert

BISWAJEET BANERJEE W
LUCKNOW

ucknow has reported its

first case of Human
Metapneumovirus (HMPV)
after a 60-year-old woman
tested positive. A private lab-
oratory confirmed the diag-
nosis, and her sample has
been sent to King George’s
Medical University (KGMU)
for further testing.
The woman, a resident of the
Cantt area, was initially
admitted to Charak Hospital
before being transferred to
Balrampur Hospital late
Wednesday night. She is
currently in isolation in

Ward 11, where her
condition is being
monitored.

The detection of HMPV has
put the health department
on alert as 11 cases have
been reported nationwide so
far. Experts assure that there
is no need for panic, as
HMPV is a seasonal virus
that causes symptoms like
cold, fever, cough, and chest
tightness.

Dr. Shailendra Kumar, a
senior health official, said
that the infection is
manageable with proper care
and precautions.

Human Metapneumovirus
belongs to the
Pneumoviridae family and
has been present in the
environment for decades,
although it was officially
identified in 2001. The virus
is typically associated with
winter seasons and flu-like
symptoms. It was first
confirmed in India in 2003
in children, as per studies
conducted by BJ Medical
College and the National
Institute of Virology, Pune.
While the virus is not new,
health experts recommend
staying vigilant.

India, Bangladesh border forces hold informal meeting
at Petrapole to strengthen border coordination

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
KOLKATA

midst recent objections by

the Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) over the
Border Security Force’s (BSF)
attempts to erect fences in cer-
tain areas along the India-
Bangladesh border, the two
forces held an informal meeting
at the Integrated Check Post
(ICP) at Petrapole in West
Bengal’s North 24 Parganas dis-
trict on Thursday.
The pre-scheduled meeting,
aimed at fostering mutual
cooperation and enhancing
coordination along the border,

was attended by BSF South
Bengal Frontier inspector-
general Maninder PS Pawar
and BGB brigadier-general
Mohammad Humayun Kabir.

The discussions between the
two forces focused on effective
border management,
measures to prevent illegal
crossings, combating cross-

border crimes, and fostering a
secure and peaceful
environment in the region, a
statement by the BSF South
Bengal Frontier said. The
meeting assumes significance
in the wake of recent instances
of BGB raising objections to
BSF’s efforts to build border
fences in certain areas along
the Indo-Bangladesh border.

Pawar  emphasised  the
importance ~ of  mutual
cooperation in ensuring the
stability and prosperity of
border regions, while Kabir
expressed the BGB’s readiness
to work closely with their
Indian counterparts to resolve

issues amicably, the statement
added.

Both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening
bilateral relations and pledged
to enhance joint efforts to
address border challenges, it
added.

The fencing work in
Sukdevpur area of Malda’s
Kaliachak III block was briefly
paused on Monday after the
BGB claimed it was being
conducted on Bangladeshi
territory. However, the issue
was  resolved  through
discussions, and construction
resumed  without further
disruptions on Tuesday.
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Uttarakhand to implement
UCC this month says CM
Pushkar Singh Dhami

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
BAREILLY/UP

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on
Thursday highlighted the var-
ious initiatives undertaken in
the state, reaffirming the
implementation of the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) in the
“Devbhoomi” this month.
Uttarakhand is the first state
in the country to have UCC
Act, which seeks to establish a
uniform and an equal set of
rules on marriage, divorce,
succession and inheritance for
all citizens in the state, except
the Scheduled Tribes (STs),
irrespective of religion. It
makes registration of all
marriages  and  live-in
relationships mandatory.

“We have formulated the
Uniform Civil Code law in
Devbhoomi  Uttarakhand.
This is the state’s first honour
and will be implemented
within this month,” Dhami
said during the inauguration
of the 29th Uttarayani Mela in
Bareilly.

He compared the UCC to
India’s sacred rivers such as
Sharda, Ganga, Saraswati and
Kaveri, stating that just as they
sustain life across the country,
the UCC will work similarly.
Regarding the state’s tourism
and infrastructure initiatives,
Dhami said, “In Haridwar and
Rishikesh, we are planning to
develop the Ganga Corridor.
Work on a corridor along the
Sharda River has also begun?”
He added that Uttarakhand
continues to see an increasing
influx of devotees and tourists
which would be bolstered by
the reconstruction efforts in
Kedarnath and the master
plan underway at Badrinath

Dham. Dhami also
announced beautification and
restoration efforts for temples
in the Kumaon region and
development at Purnagiri.

“It gives me immense joy that
more devotees from Uttar
Pradesh visit Purnagiri. We
are creating the Sharda
Corridor, which will enhance
the ghats and beautify the
area, he said.

The chief minister expressed
hope  for  Uttarakhand
becoming a hub for
destination weddings and
tourism, emphasising the
state’s growing reputation.
“Handicraft products from
Uttarakhand are gaining
recognition among
multinational companies and
women in the state are doing
excellent work. Over one lakh
women in Uttarakhand are
now earning a substantial
income. We will provide them
with interest-free loans,” he
said. On governance and
security, ~Dhami  shared
progress on several legal
reforms, including the anti-
conversion law, the
introduction of anti-riot
legislation and measures to
counter exam malpractice.
“We have taken strong steps
by enacting an anti-riot law.
Any damages caused during
riots will be recovered from
the perpetrators.

“Similarly, with our anti-
cheating law, over 100
individuals involved in exam
malpractice have been jailed.
This ensures fair
opportunities for deserving
candidates,” he added. Dhami
mentioned initiatives  to
combat “land jihad’, stating
that 5,000 acres of encroached
land have been freed.

Union Minister Chirag Paswan
confident of alliance’s victory
in Bihar assembly polls

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
PATNA

Union minister Chirag
Paswan on Thursday
asserted that all constituents of
the NDA in Bihar will “togeth-
er” contest the assembly elec-
tions, due in less than a year.
The Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) president was replying to
queries from journalists on
RJD president Lalu Prasad
holding out an olive branch to
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar.
“There are some people who
may be dreaming of causing a
rift in the NDA. But, that is not
going to happen. No NDA
partner is going to align with
the opposition coalition,”
Paswan said.

“I'would also like to add that all
five NDA partners in Bihar will
fight the assembly elections
together and win more than
225 seats (in the 243-member
House),” the Hajipur MP said.
The NDA in Bihar comprises
the chief minister’s JD(U), BJP,
LJP(RV), Union Minister Jitan

Ram Manjhi’s Hindustani
Awam Morcha and Rajya
Sabha MP Upendra Kushwaha's
Rashtriya Lok Morcha.

Last month, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had, in an
interview, cryptically said that
the BJP’s parliamentary board
would take a call on whether to
go without a chief ministerial
candidate in Bihar.

This was viewed, in political
circles as well as a section of the
media, as a signal from one of
the most powerful leaders in
the BJP to Kumar, who is in his
70s and has been chief minis-
ter for close to two decades.

US has independent criminal justice:
(Garcetti on proceedings against Adani

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
MUMBAI

US Ambassador to India Eric
Garcetti on Thursday
declined to comment on the
ongoing legal proceedings in the
United States involving Adani
Group chairman Gautam Adani
and other executives. Talking to
reporters in Mumbai, Garcetti
expressed optimism about con-
tinuing collaborations between
the US and India to enhance
capacity-building efforts in the
region.

“No, I don’t have any comment
on that. Obviously, we have an
independent criminal justice
(system that is different) from
our political (system). It’s
different than a lot of
countries,” Garcetti said when
asked about the Adani issue.
“We have had amazing
partners with the great
industrialists here, with the big
companies. We have
sometimes been funding
directly, new factories, ports

A

and other things” said
Garcetti, who was named the
26th US Ambassador to India
on March 15, 2023. “And I
would hope that that vision
continues no matter what,
because we are seeing a great
new India being built. We are
seeing a capacity of Indian
companies to do that outside
of India, whether it is in the

region, in places like Sri Lanka
or whether it is in the eastern
coast of Africa) he said. I
would hope we keep our eye
on the ball. That is the most
important thing, of who has
the capacity, how can we

partner and ensure that
(instead of) debt traps and
state-based, you know, more
autocratic visions, we have

B

L

democratic-led industrialists
from across both the nations,”
he said.

US prosecutors have charged
Adani for allegedly being
involved in a scheme to bribe
Indian officials with USD 265

million (around Rs 2,200
crore) in exchange for
favourable  solar  power
contracts.

Ayodhya emerges as a thriving economic hub after Ram

BISWAJEET BANERJEE B
AYODHYA

Almost a year after the con-
secration of Ram Lalla at
the grand Ram Mandir,
Ayodhya has witnessed a
remarkable transformation.
Once known for its tranquil
religious gatherings and mod-
est economy, the city has
become a bustling hub of eco-
nomic activity. While standing
as a symbol of devotion, the
Ram Mandir has also emerged
as the cornerstone of Ayodhya’s
economic resurgence.

“The faith of millions has
brought  prosperity  to
Ayodhya,” said Anil Shukla, a
shopkeeper near the temple.
“Earlier, people barely had
enough to survive. Now,
thanks to Ram ji ki kripa,
everyone is earning well. Even

vendors

small
flourishing”

The influx of pilgrims has
been staggering. Government

are

figures reveal that from
January 22 to September 30,
2024, Ayodhya received 13.77

crore visitors, outpacing even
the Taj Mahal in footfall. The
numbers are expected to
exceed 16 crore by the end of
the year, driving a wave of
unprecedented  economic
activity. For local residents,

this  transformation  has
brought  prosperity —and
optimism, changing lives
across sectors.

Kamlesh Tiwari, a local
shopkeeper,  shared  his
experience:  “Earlier, we

earned just enough to make
ends meet. Now, with so
many tourists coming in, my
income has tripled. It feels
like Ayodhya is finally getting
its due” Small businesses,
from souvenir vendors to
eateries, have thrived in this
new environment. Vendors
selling Ram Lalla
photographs, puja materials,
and prasad have reported
record earnings. Many have
expanded their operations,
sourcing high-quality
products to meet the growing
demand.

The state government’s

redevelopment initiatives,
worth 285,000 crore, have
played a crucial role in
facilitating this
transformation.
Infrastructure improvements,
including better roads, public
utilities, and  transport
facilities, are designed to
handle a daily footfall of 3
lakh visitors. These
developments have not only
enhanced the tourist
experience but also created
thousands of jobs in retail,
transport, construction, and
food services.

For residents, the economic
boost is tangible. People are
upgrading their lifestyles,
purchasing vehicles, and
investing in better homes.
Mukesh Kumar, a prasad
seller near the temple, said, “I
used to earn ?300 a day, but

Mandir consecration

now its 22,000 on average.
The number of visitors has
changed everything for us”

The rise in Ayodhya’s profile
has also attracted national
and international brands.
Global food chains like
Dominos and Pizza Hut,
along with retail giants like
Reliance Trends, have set up
outlets, catering to the
growing number of tourists.
Such developments highlight
the city’s evolving identity as
not just a spiritual center but
also a modern economic hub.
Economists view Ayodhya’s
transformation as a blueprint
for leveraging religious
tourism for urban
development. According to

Dr. Arvind Mishra, an
economic analyst, “The
growth were seeing in

Ayodhya is a perfect example

of how faith and economy can
work hand in hand. With
increased tourism, disposable
incomes are rising, and this
ripple effect is boosting the
local economy in ways we
couldn’t have predicted.”

The changes are visible
everywhere, from the vibrant
new markets near the temple
to the busy streets lined with
vendors. Local entrepreneurs,
small-scale traders, and
service providers all report
significant growth in their
earnings. Even roadside snack
stalls, offering items like
tandoori chai and sweet corn,
are benefiting from the influx
of tourists.

Ayodhya today is a city
transformed, with its faith-
driven identity seamlessly
merging with its newfound
economic dynamism.

Thiree Naxalites
ifled in Chhatisgarh
encounter amid
ongoing ant-naxal ops

e Ry
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
RAIPUR

hree Naxalites were killed

in an encounter with
security forces in
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district
on Thursday, state Deputy
Chief Minister Vijay Sharma
said.
The security forces have
achieved success in the anti-
Naxal operation in Sukma,
he said.
So far, bodies of three
Naxalites have been
recovered and the search
operation is still underway,
Sharma, who holds the
Home portfolio, told
reporters in Raipur.
Referring to the IED blast
triggered by Naxalites on
January 6 wherein eight
security personnel and a
civilian driver of their
vehicle were Kkilled in
Bijapur district, the deputy
CM said, “There is huge
anger among security forces
after what Naxalites have
done” “T have met them
(security forces). I reiterate
that with the strength and
courage of our jawans, the
(Naxal) menace will be
eliminated  within  the
stipulated time,” he said.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday vowed to
eliminate Naxals from the
country by March 2026 and
asserted that the sacrifice of
those  killed by the
extremists in Chhattisgarh
will not go in vain.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Breaking ice

The India-Afghanistan talks reflect India’s shift from non-

recognition of the Taliban to a pragmatic approach to engagement

ernment held a high-level meeting in Dubai. The dialogue, attended by India’s Foreign

| n a significant step towards recalibrating ties, India and the Taliban-led Afghan gov-

Secretary Vikram Misri and Afghanistan’s Acting Foreign Minister Mawlawi Amir
Khan Muttagi, revolved around enhancing bilateral relations and addressing regional
challenges. The talks, focusing on economic, humanitarian, and strategic coopera-
tion, underscore India’s pragmatic approach toward engaging with Afghanistan despite
the complex political dynamics following the Taliban’s return to power in 2021. India’s
relations with Afghanistan have been historically robust, characterised by cultural and
economic collaboration. However, the Taliban’s return disrupted bilateral ties, with India
maintaining a cautious stance while continuing to provide humanitarian aid. The evolv-
ing geopolitical landscape, Pakistan’s actions in the region, and Afghanistan’s dire
humanitarian crisis have necessitated a renewed engagement. The discussions also

eration.

Afghanistan’s recovery. It

gain relevance amidst regional tensions, notably
Pakistan’s airstrikes in Afghanistan, which New Delhi
strongly condemned. This shared concern over
Islamabad’s destabilising actions further aligns
Indian and Afghan interests, fostering mutual coop-

The Dubai meeting covered a wide range of topics.
India reaffirmed its commitment to aiding

pledged continued support

in healthcare, food security, and disaster relief, build-
ing on its earlier contributions, such as 50,000 met-
ric tonnes of wheat, medical supplies, and vaccines.
Besides, both sides emphasised the strategic impor-

tance of Chabahar Port in Iran as a key trade and humanitarian supply route. The port
offers Afghanistan access to global markets, bypassing Pakistan, and could serve as
a stabilising economic lifeline for the war-torn country. India has expressed readiness
to resume developmental activities, including infrastructure and capacity-building pro-
jects. This signals India’s willingness to strengthen Afghanistan’s socio-economic frame-
work despite challenges posed by the Taliban’s governance. The Afghan delegation
addressed India’s concerns about terrorism and regional stability, assuring cooper-
ation to prevent Afghanistan from becoming a safe haven for anti-India activities. The
talks indicate a shift in India’s approach. This may encourage other nations to adopt
a similar stance, recognising the necessity of dealing with the Afghan government.

Navigating 'Trump

redux: India’s tightrope

BHOPINDER SINGH

While Trump’s focus on countering China could strengthen Indo-US strategic
ties, his erratic temperament and divisive policies present challenges

n India, there is a mix of
excitement, tentativeness,
and even concern, with the
second coming of Donald
Trump as the President of
the United States. While Trump’s
excitable temperament is well
known, he ought to be served bet-
ter with hindsight of experience.
But he may not. While India will
remain resolutely relevant and
critical in his foreign policy cal-
culus, the handling of certain
issues could test Indian reaction
and patience. His inevitable fix-
ation with managing China will
necessitate nurturing the strate-
gic ‘pivot’ of India as a counter-
balance, Delhi’s deep-rooted
equations with countries like
Russia or Iran, could earn his ire
and vitriol.
A lot will depend on ‘Team
Trump who will aid and assist
Trump as he attempts the shape
his poll promises of MAGA i.e.,
Make America Great Again!
However, unlike the first term
when he did inherit and heed rep-
utation and professionalism as the
criteria for key jobs in the Trump
administration (though subse-
quently, he developed a pen-
chant for ‘revolving door’ ousters
of many), this time the criteria
only seem to be ‘loyalty’ to
Trump, personally.
There is a disconcerting and

ist instinct embolden Beijing
to finally bite the bullet on
Taiwan and storm the same,
knowing that beyond
mouthing platitudes,
Washington DC will not inter-
vene militarily? The picture
emerging out of a beleaguered
(and potentially isolated)
Ukraine does not seem reas-
suring from a security angle, as
the possibility of America
pushing its ‘allies’ under the
bus, seems very plausible. Even
disconcerting memories of

engagement and conversa-
tions, as the Indian democra-
cy has its dynamics and imag-
ined perceptions that will dis-
allow unruly comments, even
if they were to come from the
USA.

Adding to the complexity is the
contradiction that many
amongst this new Trump cab-
inet are trigger-happy inter-
ventionists (e.g., Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, Elise
Stefanik the Ambassador to
UN etc.,) ala neoconservatives

rifying ability to shed respon-
sibilities towards his allies
(sovereign, coalition, and even
personal) and also his moral
responsibility by readily aban-
doning its vital geostrategic
stakes (remember
Afghanistan, and now Syria)
with a thoughtless shrug of the
shoulder and “not my prob-
lem” approach. This tests the
will to invest in a transaction-
al relationship like the one
offered by Trump, as no sup-
port can be construed for

But the biggest takeaway from this meeting indeed was Strengthening India-Afghanistan | contradictory logic to many the Summer of 2020 when the THERE IS A whom Trump rubbish repeat- ~ sure.

ties to counter Pakistan’s influence in the region. Islamabad’s strained relations with = recentappointments that begs the  Chinese aggression pushed DISCONCERTING AND edly - how this contradiction Qwinfg to his polarisl%ng poli-
Kabul, exacerbated by recent airstrikes, present an opportunity for New Delhi to assert question if it ’mdeed will be ‘busi-  through Indian frontiers, with will manifest will be interest-  tics of identity and blind sup-
. ! o . ness as usual’ - something Delhi a seemingly disinterested CONTRADICTORY & Even on non-security port for the likes of Benjamin
its role as a reliable partne_r- Reviving trade and deVGIOpm?nt pI’O]e(.)tS through _Chabahar had got used to, irrespective of the  Trump offering to ‘negotiate a issues like immigration, trade ~ Netanyahu, the narrative ema-
Port could bolster Afghanistan’s economy and offer India strategic leverage in Central | dispensation in Washington DC.  deal’ instead of adopting a LOGIC TO MANY terms, or commitment natingfrom the White House
Asia. Sadly, that vital presence of ‘adults more assertive stance, are still towards the environmental could jeopardise and harm the
in the roon’ from the first Trump  raw. RECENT issues, could be a very rocky societal fabric of a diverse

dministration wh bleto Indeed, the Ameri had ide for Delhi. try like India that need:

I : | ;als T iaﬁz;;z ;icliorrrllavrlagewgs;pf)u? er)lcpeeeditedeth(:n Zr);;)nrsts 2Z)f APPOINTMENTS Eufiaoilase nllade ambitious 'f(()) lrlrrllalirryitaline ag i;f‘clusaiwre1 i)eut?
1 of his outlandish and fickle ideas, ~weaponry to Delhi, but all that THAT BEGS THE commitments towards the look. America itselfis in for a

| will not be present anymore. If made imminent commercial global environmental cause, tumultuous time with the
} (ainyg}i{[lg,( in (eil r(t))om ﬁlled t‘;nf}? sense to It‘he die-?ar;ihbusiness- QUESTION IF IT whirﬁastrun}‘p\);?[ r,hetor.ic htas Presic.ierét-tdeslignattﬁ ltl)aviing
oyalists’ (read, obsequious staff), man in Trump. Just how ram- cockily been, “We're going to  promised to close the border

chances that someone will play rod and unfailing will the INDEED WILL BE drill, baby, drill," and con- with Mexico and launch the

the ‘adult in the room’ anymore, Trump support be in meeting ‘BUSINESS AS firmed that, “I will terminate largest deportation exercise

, = will be starkly lesser than before, any such exigency in the , the green new scam” While in US history within hours

: as there could be competitive future, is worth considering. USUAL — India isn't on top of its target (not days) of taking over.
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A commuter rides his bicycle through a mustard field on a winter morning, in Nadia

grovelling to valourise Trump’s
ideas, whatever be the
portent. How will Trump’s pur-
ported ‘non-interventionist’ pref-
erences sit with Sino-wary coun-
tries like India, Japan or Australia
(the other three from QUAD
framework) that are in the direct
line of Chinese belligerence and
expansionism?

Will Trump’s ‘non-intervention-

Even in bilateral relations,
there is a fresh bunch of unre-
strained radicals who make up
the Trump redux cabinet.

They may or may not play by
the traditional rulebook of
diplomacy and could make
comments that are unpalatable
to Indian sensibilities. Delhi
will be under immense pres-
sure to moderate the bilateral

SOMETHING DELHI
HAD GOT USED TO,
IRRESPECTIVE OF
THE DISPENSATION
IN WASHINGTON DC

list on immigrant issues, it will
only be a matter of time before
the bogey “stealing your jobs”
impacts India. Trump will be
a mega populist who will
dance to the ‘redneck’ wish list
and this will impact relations
with the worlds largest democ-
racy, a lot more gravely than
other countries.

Trump has demonstrated a ter-

While Donald Trump’s
rhetoric is usually more bark
than bite, India may find it dif-
ficult to accommodate his
provocative talk and tempera-

ment, beyond a point.
(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views are personal)
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INDIA’S GDP GAP WITH CHINA WIDENS

Madam — An analysis of the economies
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How India’s healthcare sector is
accelerating towards Viksit Bharat 2047 ﬁ

PN ARORA

As India embarks on its journey toward becoming a $35 trillion economy by
2047, the healthcare sector emerges as a critical pillar in this transformation.

s India aims to achieve
Aits ambitious goal of

becoming a $35 tril-
lion economy by 2047, the
healthcare sector stands as the
cornerstone of this transfor-
mation. With aspirations to
increase the average life
expectancy from 71 to over
85, India’s vision of Viksit
Bharat aligns closely with the
sentiment of "Swasth Bharat,
Viksit Bharat, and Niramaya
Bharat." It considers a robust
healthcare system not just as
a necessity but as the founda-
tion for a healthier, more
productive nation.
A Visionary Healthcare
System
As part of its vision, the gov-
ernment strives to establish a
healthcare system capable of
addressing the diverse needs
of a population exceeding
1.4 billion.
Not only are efforts underway
to improve physician and
hospital bed ratios, expand
access to affordable health-
care, and ensure universal
health insurance coverage
but the inclusion of senior cit-
izens over 70 years through
the Ayushman Bharat Vay
Vandana Card highlights the
commitment to an inclusive
healthcare approach. India’s

Viksit Bharat 2047 journey
builds upon substantial
achievements in the health-
care sector. Since indepen-
dence, the nation has wit-
nessed notable reductions in
neonatal, infant, under-five,
and maternal mortality rates,
reflecting improved health-
care outcomes.

Flagship initiatives such as
Ayushman Bharat Health and
Wellness Centres, the estab-
lishment of new AIIMS, and
a growing network of medical
colleges have bolstered health-
care delivery. Moreover, dig-
ital advancements through
initiatives like CoWIN, the
Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission, and e-Sanjeevani
have revolutionized health-
care accessibility, particular-
ly in rural areas.

Role of the Pharmaceutical
Sector

India’s pharmaceutical leader-
ship has further solidified
the country’s position as a
global healthcare contributor.
As aleading producer of vac-
cines and generic medicines,
the nation plays a pivotal
role in ensuring global health-
care equity. Coupled with its
steadily increasing medical
tourism industry, India con-
tinues to attract patients
worldwide, offering advanced
care at affordable costs.

The private sector continues
to play a crucial role in com-
plementing public healthcare
efforts. Innovation, R&D, and
cost-effective healthcare mod-
els spearheaded by private
players have extended quali-
ty healthcare to remote and
underserved  regions.
Technological advancements,
from AI and robotics to
telemedicine and wearables,
are shaping the future of
healthcare delivery, making it
more accessible.

Roadmap of Viksit Bharat
2047: Looking ahead, the
roadmap to Viksit Bharat
2047 includes priorities such
as workforce development
through the expansion of
medical and nursing colleges,
further integration of cutting-
edge technologies, and an

emphasis on preventive care,
mental health, and holistic
wellness. The transition from
mass-produced to biotech-
based personalized medicine,
supported by advancements
in CRISPR and nano-technol-
ogy, is set to redefine pharma-
ceutical practices.

India’s healthcare system is
also poised to transform its
business models, shifting
from predominantly out-of-
pocket expenses to public
and insurance-funded frame-
works. This evolution will not
only strengthen the healthcare
sector but also ensure equity
and affordability for all.As
India strives toward its 2047
goals, public-private partner-
ships and an unwavering
commitment to equitable
healthcare are vital. India’s
healthcare providers remain
dedicated to contributing to
this transformative journey.
By fostering innovation,
enhancing accessibility, and
ensuring quality care for all,
the sector aims to play an inte-
gral role in building a health-
ier, stronger, and more pros-
perous India.

(The writer is CMD, Yashoda
Super Speciality Hospitals,
Kaushambi, Ghaziabad; views
are personal)

done by a start-up highlights the press-
ing necessity to boost Indias lacklustre
growth. In 1980, India’s Gross Domestic
Product was $186 billion, close to China’s
$303 billion. But, by 2024, India’s GDP
had grown 21 times to $3.93 trillion,
while China’s GDP had surged to $18.5
trillion-61 times its 1980 level. To put it
differently, China’s GDP in 2004 was 2.82
times greater than India’s. In 2014, it was
5.13 times greater and in 2024, 4.71 times
greater. Indias GDP surged 2.94 times
from $694 billion to $2,043 billion
between 2004 and 2014, while it grew
merely 1.92 times, reaching $3,930 billion
between 2014 and 2024. Had the GDP
growth in the decade starting in 2004 per-
sisted in the decade beginning in 2014,
the GDP disparity would have further
decreased.
The decade before 2004 was a period of
consolidation after structural reforms
were initiated. India has to rejig its eco-
nomic strategy to achieve a consistent 9-
10 per cent rate of growth. India chose a
mixed economic system, which combines
the features of both socialist and free-
market economic systems. The recent
push towards private investment in gov-
ernment-owned assets has served only as
an easy route for crony capitalists to
enrich themselves into billionaires.
Democratic India can consider a new eco-
nomic system aimed at fostering faster
growth.
However, growth in Southern India,
which accounts for about 31 per cent of
GDP, has thrived under the current sys-
tem and can accelerate further with
adequate support from the Centre.
Northern India needs to explore strate-
gies to bridge the gap with the South. And
the ostrich-like attitude and constant
denials hinder progress in addressing
realities. The nation must embark on a
rapid growth path that creates jobs, ele-
vates the living standard of common man
and reduces inequality.

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode

India’sAI gets a leg-up

golden chapter has begun in the field of
AArtificiaI Intelligence (Al) in India. The

announcement by Microsoft Chairman
and CEQ Satya Nadella to invest $3 hillion
(approximately Rs 25,000 crores) marks a his-
toric step toward elevating India’s technologi-
cal capabilities to new heights. This initiative will
serve as a foundation for strengthening vision-
ary programs like Prime Minister Narendra

STAMPEDE AT TIRUPATI TEMPLE
Madam — Six devotees, including four
women, and many injured in a stampede
near Vishnu Niwasam in Tirupati for get-
ting tokens to visit Tirumala Srivari
Vaikuntha Dwara is disturbing, tragic and
appalling. A huge rush for getting tokens
by devotees had caused the tragedy. But
this accident at Tirupathy is unfortunate
and could have been avoided. It is the
utter failure of the state machinery.
Mismanagement in the crowd gover-
nance system is a primary cause of the
accident.
An immediate investigation should be
conducted into this incident. Officials
should be made accountable for negli-
gence of duty. People were accommodat-
ed in temporarily constructed compart-
ments and neatly provided darshan.
This token system is ill-advised and
should be dispensed with. All safety mea-
sures should be put in place so that peo-
ple have a hassle-free Vaikunta Ekadasi
Darshan, which is to run for the next ten
days.

Sravana Ramachandran | Chennai

Modi’s ‘Digital India’ and ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’
(Self-Reliant India). The Government of India is
already committed to promoting digital infra-
structure, skill development, and startups.
Microsoft’s investment will further bolster
these plans.
The initiative to train 10 million Indians in Al over
the next five years is a significant step to pre-
pare the youth for global competition. This effort
will create new opportunities in areas such as
cloud infrastructure, data centres, and SaaS
(Software as a Service). With the support of the
government, Indian industries and startups will
become global leaders in competition. The col-
laborative efforts of Microsoft and the govern-
ment will not only place India in a leading posi-
tion on the global Al map but also pave the way
for entering a golden era of self-reliance and
innovation.

RK Jain | Barwani

EARTHQUAKE IN TIBET

Madam — Powerful Tibet earthquake
near Nepal kills 53, injures 62; tremors
also felt in Bhutan and northern India,
including Delhi-NCR and parts of Bihar.
The impact of the temblour was felt
across the region of 800,000 people,
which is administered by Shigatse, the tra-
ditional seat of the Panchen Lama, one
of the most important figures in Tibetan
Buddhism.

Can we ever forget the havoc the Nepal
earthquakes wreaked back in 2015,
killing about 9,000 people, or the huge
quake in Chinas Sichuan province in
2008 that killed almost 70,000 people?
Today (on January 7, 2025), a 7.1 mag-
nitude earthquake, near the Nepal-Tibet
border, was felt in North India. India’s
geographical position at tectonic plate
boundaries makes it prone to earth-
quakes, particularly in the Himalayan and
Northeast regions.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
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"I'he courage to tell untold

With Trump’s return, Southeast Asia finds itself
bracing for another era of US ambiguity

stories on the celluloid

;s

SANTANU GANGULY

Despite the challenges, a new wave of filmmakers continues to illuminate untold
stories, challenging entrenched narratives and bringing forgotten truths to light

KUMARDEEP BANARJEE

Asia braces for another era of unpredictability in American for-

eign policy. Southeast Asian nations, while expressing formal
congratulations following Trump’s victory, are now focusing on how his
administration will impact their economies and strategic interests. As
the region’s governments gear up for a distinctly different governance
style than the one under President Joe Biden, the potential for dramat-
ic shifts in trade relations, diplomatic ties and regional stability is pal-
pable. The ten members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN)—spanning from Indonesia to Myanmar—are acutely aware
that Southeast Asia may not be at the top of the new administration’s

With the return of Donald Trump to the US presidency, Southeast

priority list.

Trump is a known figure for his transactional and often unpredictable
style of diplomacy. ASEAN countries, while understanding the volatility
that a Trump administration can bring, remain cautiously optimistic that
his return might lead to a return to serious trade talks. Many regional
leaders believe that Trump’s preference for direct, bilateral negotiations
could lead to more favourable deals for specific countries, particularly
those that are not bound by multilateral negotiations, like those seen under
Biden’s tenure. Yet, for many in Southeast Asia, the most pressing con-
cern remains the US-China relationship. Since Trump’s first term, ASEAN
nations have had to balance their relationships with both China and the
US, seeking to maintain economic growth and regional security with-
out angering either side. The dynamic has changed considerably in the

o

ecently, Prime Minister:
Narendra Modi has praised the :

:tant than the pseudo ideology of
:keeping peace in the society to

Nanavati - Mehta Commission
Report, Court Verdicts, eyewit-

without imposing many terms
and conditions, then Chief

72 '

in the US’s efforts to reduce its trade deficit.

Despite these uncertainties, ASEAN’s primary goal will remain stability
and balance. ASEAN countries will push for steady relationships with
both global powers, aiming to shield themselves from the worst effects
of US-China tensions while seeking to expand their own economic and
diplomatic space. To avoid being left behind, India is watching the space
closely, as it is well aware that Trump will target Delhi soon.

Delhiis trying to rebuild bilateral relationships with several ASEAN groups
of countries, even as it participates with full vigour on the multilateral
platform. The chief guest for 2025 Republic Day would be the President
of Indonesia, a key country in ASEAN. India’s exports to the US could
be hit due to Trump’s overtures and it needs to find new markets for its
products, while gently easing out domestic compliances and trade bar-
riers. The region’s future relationship with the US will depend not only
on Trump’s domestic agenda but also on how ASEAN and India navi-
gate the delicate balance between American and Chinese influence in

post-pandemic era, as China and ASEAN emerged as each other’s largest
trade partners. The direction of US-China relations will have profound
consequences for Southeast Asia’s economic stability and security.

Under Trump, this relationship was tense, marked by the trade war and
military posturing, and the nomination of hardline China critics, such as
Marco Rubio for Secretary of State and Mike Waltz as National Security
Advisor, signals that the US will continue to confront China head-on in
ways that could disrupt regional dynamics. While many ASEAN lead-
ers are concerned about the economic impact of a hard-line US-China
policy, there is also hope that Trump’s presidency could bring much-
needed attention back to Southeast Asia’s trade and strategic importance.
This could be particularly appealing to resource-rich nations like Indonesia
and the Philippines, which are in high demand for critical minerals used
in electronics and green technologies. On the other hand, a significant
worry for ASEAN countries is that they may become collateral damage

film The Sabarmati Report:

produced by Ekta Kapoor and :

her Balaji Motion Pictures. :
Before this also PM has been praised :
films - The Kashmir Files and The Kerala :
Story. It took almost seventy years after :
the independence of India, for a few:
courageous filmmakers like Vivek:
Agnihori to make Buddha in a Traffic :
Jam, The Tashkent Files, The Kashmir :
Files, and Vaccine War; Sanjay Puran :
Singh make 72 Hoorain and Sudipto Sen :
to make The Kerala Story and Bastar: The :
Naxal Story both produced by Vipul:
Shah. Fortunately, most of these films !
have been celebrated among the audi- :
ences overwhelmingly. The group of:
pseudo-secular, those who still control :
the fake narratives to spread one-sided, :
false propaganda throughout the world, :
have also been super active in dismiss- :

ing these films.

But not all filmmakers are lucky enough; :
forget about PM’s praise to release their :
films, get proper distribution channels or :
theatres, or the cooperation from the:
local authorities, governments and pos- :
itive reviews by film critics. It is almost :
swimming against the tide. After the suc- :
cess of those films, some independent :
filmmakers got the courage to tell the :

;just appease the particular com-
‘munity.

‘That is why so far whatever films
‘have been made on the partition
‘of India very few films portrayed
‘the true stories. Most of the films
‘are sugar-coated to portray that
ithe victims belong to both com-
‘munities and it was a loss for
‘everyone. No doubt the partition
of India was a great loss for all the

SlNCE THE LASTécommunities but why do we feel
MANY YEARS
THERE HAS BEE
A TENDENCYEever so brave as to tell the actual
AMONG THE
LIBERALS, TH
WHENEVER THEEinfgmous case of Godhra in
HINDUS ARE THE
VICTIM, THE
STORIES HAVEEmunity. Again the film became
BEEN BURIED
WITH ALL EXTRAﬁlm can’t be seen by many peo-

‘ashamed to point out the faults

:and the responsible people?

N ‘Neither our history books nor the

literature or cinema have been

istories of our society.
‘Filmmaker M K Shivaaksh made

ATéthe film Accident or Conspiracy:

:Godhra which is based on the

:Gujarat, where fifty-six Ram
:devotees were burnt alive in a
itrain coach of the Sabarmati

:Express by one particular com-

ithe victim of the ecosystem and
igot a very limited release so the

le in the country. While The

P
true stories, incidents which were unfor- : EFFORTS SO THAT;Sabarmati Report not only got

tunately never been part of our history :
syllabus. The incidents were not dis- :
cussed, or debated much by the elite of :
the society or the so-called liberal, sec- :
ular, intellectual groups. Very few film- :
makers dare to make films on those sub- :
jects, because, in most cases, the victims :
are the majority Hindu community while
the oppressors are from other commu- :
nities. Since the last many years there has :
been a tendency among the liberals, that :
whenever the Hindus are the victim, the :
stories have been buried with all extra :
efforts so that the so-called peace should :

be maintained in society.

Even if there has been immense loss of :
human lives, property, rape of women, :

THE SO-CALLED
PEACE SHOULD

BE MAINTAINED éwith the crew and casts and made
‘the film tax-free in their respec-
IN SOCIETY: g

‘praise from the PM but also Yogi
iAdityanath, Pushkar Singh
:Dhami and Naib Singh Saini took
‘time to watch the film along

‘tive states UP, Uttarakhand and
‘Haryana because of Ekta Kapoor
- Smriti Irani connection. But
:Shivaaksh was not that lucky at
aall.

‘He had planned to release his film
‘Accident or Conspiracy: Godhra in
:February but the censor board
:delayed the process for seven
‘months. They have asked for lit-

ness records as well as all the sup-
porting documents.

To study the material the censor
board took seven months and
even after that they gave the cer-
tificate where they chopped about
fifty per cent of the content,
informed Shivaaksh.
Unfortunately, some renowned
actors also took advantage of the
situation from these novice young
independent filmmakers to bully
them, those who have good con-
nections with the government
agencies as well as some strong
political backing. Initially, they
talk big to bag the role and com-
paratively good remuneration,
but after the film is completed,
instead of helping the film for
smooth sailing, they even discour-
age the other co-actors from not
promoting their film just pretend-
ing to be secular. Forget to help
with the censor process, they
don’t even come forward to pro-
mote the film, nor even post on
social media.

Pushpendra Singh director of
Ajmer 92, Kamal Chandra direc-
tor of Humare Baraah and
Shivaaksh, all of them have the
same terrible experiences with
some of their actors. Akashaditya
Lama’s Bengal 1947 described
the hardships faced by the dis-
placed Hindu refugees from the
then East Pakistan now
Bangladesh to the completely
unknown, unfamiliar terrine of
present days Chhatisgarh.

A few political leaders’ high ambi-
tions divided the country into
three different territories and
created devastating for the crores
of innocent people in the coun-
try. The film was released in very
limited theatres. Akashaditya said
that when he made the film in

Minister Bhupesh Baghel, told
him only not to show Pundit
Nehru in a bad light.
Even a cabinet minister came to
receive the shooting team at the
airport, and arranged the full-
proof security for the entire team,
with overwhelming hospitality. By
the time the film got ready to
release BJP government came to
power in Chhatisgarh, but unfor-
tunately, the film never got any
special attention or tax rebate
from the local government.
However, the films have been
screened at various film festivals.
In the same manner, another
film The Diary of West Bengal
directed by Sanoj Mishra has
suffered massively at the hands of
the government and political ele-
ments of West Bengal.
Finally, the film was released,
which too a very limited release
by the order of the court. All of
these films are not only talking of
the great human rights viola-
tions by one particular religious
community towards the majority
Hindu community but also these
films are unbiased, true docu-
mentation of time a political era
as well as the impact on society.
Unfortunately, none of these films
got any recognition, big awards or
even tax rebates from the govern-
ment. In this situation, a special
section “The untold stories” could
have been curated in the just con-
cluded International Film Festival
of India (IFFI) which would have
been very much appropriate to
showcase the film to the larger
audiences, as well as the screen-
ing at IFFI would have certainly
boosted the morale of the film-
makers.
(The writer is a Delhi based
Film Festival curator. The views

the years to come.

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)

and permanent displacement from the :

homeland, nothing is much more impor-

ierally all the evidence and the
‘makers have provided all the
‘related evidence based on the

Chhatisgarh, the then Congress
government helped him a lot

expressed are
personal)

What gaming regulation can learn from SEBI’S F&O regulations

India’s gaming sector stands at a critical juncture. Thoughtful regulation can help it realise its immense potential while safeguarding consumers

wo seemingly disparate
I sectors—India’s gaming
industry and capital
markets—are drawing signif-
icant attention in public poli-
cy discourse. Both sectors
hold immense promise: gam-
ing contributes to job creation,
while capital markets foster
capital formation. However,
both also pose substantial
challenges. Gaming can lead to
habit formation and addiction,
while the Futures and Options
(F&O) segment of capital mar-
kets carries risks of speculative
losses. Policymakers have tack-
led these challenges different-
ly, with contrasting approach-
es in gaming and F&O regu-
lation.
The Opportunities and
Challenges: India is a global
gaming hub, housing 40 per
cent of the worlds gamers—

MANDAR KAGADE

around 568 million players—
and employing 15,000 devel-
opers. The sector’s revenue is
projected to grow from $3 bil-
lion in 2023 to $6 billion by
2028, potentially creating
250,000 new jobs over the next
decade. With development
costs in India nearly 50 per
cent lower than the global
average, gaming has the poten-
tial to generate significant
export revenues.

However, this growth depends

on balanced regulation, partic-
ularly concerning gaming’s
habit-forming  nature.
Unfortunately, current pro-
posals by the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), the
Advertising Standards Council
of India (ASCI), and other
stakeholders lean toward rigid,
prescriptive measures, drawing
inspiration from China’s
heavy-handed regulatory
framework.

Flaws in Current Gaming
Regulation

1. Time and Age Restrictions
Proposals to impose strict
time limits and age restrictions
on gaming apps are touted as
innovative but raise significant
concerns. Forcing intermedi-
aries to monitor minors’ activ-
ities infringes on privacy and
contravenes the data minimi-

sation principle of Indias
Digital Personal Data
Protection Act (DPDPA). Such
policies may inadvertently lead
to surveillance overreach,
compromising minors online
privacy.

Parents, who have a far greater
vested interest in their chil-
dren’s wellbeing, are better
positioned to manage their
gaming habits. Handing this
responsibility to unelected
bureaucrats not only under-
mines parental discretion but
also risks creating intrusive
and overly broad policies.

2. Blanket Warnings and
Advertising Restrictions
The Ministry of Education’s
2021 advisory linking online
gaming to “gaming disorder”
is an overgeneralisation. Such
broad statements, without clin-
ical substantiation, stigmatise

gaming and equate it with
gambling. Similarly, ASCT’s
restrictions on advertisements
portraying gaming as a viable
career path stifle creativity.
These measures lump educa-
tional and cerebral games with
gambling-like activities, disin-
centivising developers from
creating “good habit-forming”
games. This could slow inno-
vation and limit the gaming
sector’s growth potential.

Learning from SEBDI’s
Approach to F&O Regulation
The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) faced a
similar challenge with F&O
trading, where explosive vol-
umes exposed retail investors
to speculative risks. Instead of
resorting to outright bans.
Key Steps by SEBI:
Increased Contract Sizes:
Raising the minimum invest-
ment size by 50 per cent
reduced speculative trading
by retail investors.
Disclosure Requirements:
Brokers were mandated to
display potential downsides
prominently, promoting
informed decision-making.
Structural Adjustments:
Limiting weekly expiries to one
per exchange curbed excessive
speculative activity.

These steps exemplify a bal-

anced approach—relying on
nudges and incentives rather
than bans. SEBI recognised
that heavy-handed policies
could undermine broader
goals, such as increasing equi-
ty market participation.
India’s gaming sector can ben-
efit from SEBI’s measured
approach to F&O regulation.
Policymakers must embrace
strategies that balance innova-
tion, consumer protection,
and industry growth. Here
are three actionable recom-
mendations:

1. Nudges and Incentives
Over Mandates: Rather than
micromanaging user behavior,
regulators can incentivise
responsible gaming through
voluntary measures. For
instance, gaming platforms
could offer rewards for adher-
ing to healthy gaming limits.

2. Transparent Education

Over Stigma
Policymakers should prioritise
honest disclosures about gam-
ing’s potential downsides
instead of messaging that fos-
ters shame. Clear and factual
communication can empow-
er gamers to make informed
choices without demonising

the industry.
3. Consideration of
Unintended Consequences:
A tunnel-vision approach risks
stifling innovation and creat-
ing barriers to growth.
Policymakers must evaluate
how restrictive measures
might deter investment, hinder
creativity, or drive users to

unregulated platforms.

(The writer is Founder ¢
Principal, Black Dot Public
Policy Advisors; views are
personal)
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PTI M LOS ANGELES

Afast—moving fire broke out
in the Hollywood Hills on
Wednesday night, threatening
one of Los Angeles’ most icon-
ic spots as firefighters battled to
get under control three other
major blazes that killed five
people, put 100,000 people
under evacuation orders and
ravaged the city from the
Pacific Coast to inland
Pasadena.

The Sunset Fire was burning
near the Hollywood Bowl and
about a mile (kilometer) from
the Hollywood Walk of Fame.
The streets around Grauman’s
Chinese Theatre and Madame
Tussauds were packed with
stop-and-go traffic as sirens
blared and low-flying heli-
copters soared by on their way
to dump water on the flames.
People toting suitcases left
hotels on foot, while some
onlookers walked towards the
flames, recording the fire on
their phones.

More than 1,000 structures,
mostly homes, have been
destroyed, and more than
130,000 people are under evac-
uation orders in the metropol-
itan area. Winds eased up
some Wednesday, a day after
hurricane-force winds blew
embers through the air, ignit-
ing block after block, and hun-
dreds of firefighters from other

states have arrived to help, but
the four fires burning out of
control showed the danger is
far from over.

More than halfa dozen schools
in the area were either damaged
or destroyed, including
Palisades Charter High School,
which has been featured in
many Hollywood productions,
including the 1976 horror
movie “Carrie” and the TV
series “Teen Wolf] officials
said. Los Angeles Mayor Karen
Bass said air operations were
dousing flames. She warned
they still faced “erratic winds,”
though not of hurricane force
like Tuesday evening, when
much of the destruction
occurred.

In Pasadena, Fire Chief Chad
Augustin said between 200
and 500 structures have been
damaged or lost from the Eaton
Fire that started Tuesday night.
He said the city’s water system
was stretched and was further
hampered by power outages
but even without those issues,
firefighters would not have
been able to stop the fire as
embers blown by the intense
winds ignited block after block.
“We were not stopping that fire
last night” he said. “Those
erratic wind gusts were throw-
ing embers for multiple miles
ahead of the fire”

On the Pacific Coast west of
downtown Los Angeles, a

Los Angeles Fire Department firefighters work to extinguish a house fire as the Palisades Fire ravages a neighborhood amid high winds in the Pacific Palisades
neighborhood of Los Angeles.

AP/PTI

major fire leveled entire blocks,
reducing grocery stores and
banks to rubble in the Pacific
Palisades, a hillside area along
the coast dotted with celebrity
homes and memorialized by
the Beach Boys in their 1960s
hit “Surfin’ USA”

More than 1,000 structures
were destroyed in the Palisades
fire, the most destructive in the
modern history of LA. Many
people were hurt, including

first responders, LA County
Fire Chief Anthony Marrone
said.

The scope of the destruction
was just becoming clear: Block
after block of California
Mission Style homes and bun-
galows were reduced to noth-
ing but charred remains dotted
by stone fireplaces and black-
ened arched entryways. Ornate
iron railing wrapped around
the smoldering frame of one

house. The apocalyptic scenes
spread for miles.

Swimming pools were black-
ened with soot, and sports
cars slumped on melted tires.
As flames moved through his
neighborhood, Jose Velasquez
sprayed down his Altadena
home with water as embers
rained down on the roof. He
managed to save their home,
which also houses their fami-
ly business of selling churros,

a Mexican pastry. Others
weren't so lucky. Many of his
neighbors were at work when
they lost their homes.

“So we had to call a few peo-
ple and then we had people
messaging, asking if their house
was still standing he said.
“We had to tell them that it’s
not” Beyond the burned areas,
residents worked wearing N95
masks, unable to escape the
toxic smoke wafting over huge

world

Hollywood Hills fire hreaks out as deadly wildfires burn out of control across Los Angeles

sections of the city.

Actors lost homes: The flames
marched toward highly popu-
lated and affluent neighbor-
hoods, including Calabasas
and Santa Monica, home to
California’s rich and famous.
Hollywood stars. Mandy
Moore, Cary Elwes and Paris
Hilton are among the stars
who said Wednesday they had
lost homes. Billy Crystal and
his wife Janice lost their home
of 45 years in the Palisades Fire.
“We raised our children and
grandchildren here. Every inch
of our house was filled with
love. Beautiful memories that
can’t be taken away,” the
Crystals wrote in the statement.
In Palisades Village, the public
library, two major grocery
stores, a pair of banks and sev-
eral boutiques were destroyed.
“It’s just really weird coming
back to somewhere that does-
n't really exist anymore,” said
Dylan Vincent, who returned
to the neighborhood to retrieve
some items and saw that his
elementary school had burned
down and that whole blocks
had been flattened. The fires
have consumed a total of about
42 square miles (108 square
kilometers) — nearly the size of
the entire city of San Francisco.
Landmarks get scorched and
studios suspend production:
President Joe Biden signed a
federal emergency declaration

after arriving at a Santa Monica
fire station for a briefing with
Gov Gavin Newsom, who dis-
patched National Guard troops
to help. Several Hollywood
studios suspended production,
and Universal Studios closed its
theme park between Pasadena
and Pacific Palisades.

With an estimated 1,000 struc-
tures destroyed and the fire still
active, the Palisades Fire is by
far the city’s most destructive in
modern history, topping the
Sayre fire in 2008 that
destroyed just over 600 struc-
tures, according to statistics
kept by the Wildfire Alliance,
a partnership between the city’s
fire department and
MySafe:LA. Structures refers to
homes and other buildings.
Southern California Edison
shut off service to thousands
because of safety concerns
related to high winds and fire
risks. More than 1.5 million
customers could face shutoffs
depending on weather condi-
tions, the utility said.

Several Southern California
landmarks were heavily dam-
aged, including the Reel Inn in
Malibu, a seafood restaurant.
Owner Teddy Leonard and
her husband hope to rebuild.
“When you look at the grand
scheme of things, as long as
your family is well and every-
one’s alive, you're still winning,
right?” she said.

“PUBLIC NOT

ICE FOR LOST DOCUMENTS”

To Whomsoever It May Concern

My clients (1) Smt. Lata Mittal, W/o Sh. Susheel Mittal, R/0 F-395, Sudarshan Park, New
Delhi-15 and (2) Mr. Shrey Mittal, S/o Sh. Susheel Mittal, R/o F-52, Bali Nagar, New
Delhi-15 are registered owner of a PROPERTY known as C-101, area measuring 152 sq. ISI‘aeli soldiers recovered the
yards, part of Khasra no. 732 Min., situated in the estate of Village NAWADA, New

Delhi-59 abadi known as Block-C, Mohan Garden, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059.

This PROPERTY was purchased by them from Shri Pradeep Dahiya and Shri Naveen
Dahiya both sons of Shri Prem Singh Dahiya, R/0 B-82, Teachers Colony, Samaipur,
Delhi-42 vide regd. Sale Deed as document no. 5816, Book no. 1, vol. no. 4178 on pages
41 to 49, regd. on 19-03-2019 regd. in the office of The Sub-Registrar 1B, Janakpuri,
New Delhi. Since then this PROPERTY is in the possession of my clients. Pradeep
Dahiya and Naveen Dahiya acquired the same from their sister Smt. Sunita, D/o Sh. Prem
Singh, R/o B-82, Teacher Colony, Samaipur, Delhi-42 through registered GPA in blood
relation. It has come to our notice that some previous documents/chain of the
PROPERTY documents are lost/misplaced by Smt. Sunita. The details of original
documents lost are mentioned below:-

1. Original Agreement and Affidavit both dated 19.11.1998 executed by Shri Kali
Ram, S/o Sh. Risal Singh in favour of Smt. Sunita, D/o Sh. Prem Singh. 2. Original
GPA, Agreement to Sell and Affidavit, all dated 27.11.1990 executed by Smt. Ram
Ratti, W/o Sh. Jai Pal Rathi in favour of Sh. Kali Ram, S/o Sh. Risal Singh. 3.
Original GPA, Agreement to Sell, Affidavit and WILL, all dated 04.03.1987
executed by Sh. Shori Lal, S/o Sh. Ram Chand in favour of Smt. Ram Ratti, W/o Sh.
Jai Pal Rathi. 4. Original GPA, Agreement to Sell, Affidavit and WILL, all dated
22.12.1986 executed by Sh. Sewa Ram, S/o Sh. Chaman Lal in favour of Sh. Shori
Lal, S/o Sh. Ram Chand. 5. Original Sale Deed dated 03.07.1972 executed by Sh.
Subey Singh, S/o Sh. Tulsi Ram in favour of Sh. Sewa Ram, S/0 Sh. Chaman Lal.
A Police complaint for above said missing/lost documents is registered under FIR / LR
No0.2030806/2018 dated 22-08-2018.
If anyone has these documents with him/her or have any information regarding these lost
documents, he/she may inform to my client at 9871394810 or 9871394811. Ifanyone has
any claim on the said property, the same is informed to me at the below given address by
regd. post within 15 days from the date of appearance of this Notice in the Newspaper.
I request all concerned parties to take note of this public notice and not to deal with any person
claiming to be the owner of the said property without the written consent of my clients.

alive

deal.

body of a 53-year-old hostage in
an underground tunnel in south-
ern Gaza, the military said
Wednesday, and the army was
determining if another set of
remains belongs to the man’s son.
The discovery of Yosef AlZayadni’s
body comes as Israel and Hamas
are considering a ceasefire deal
that would free the remaining
hostages in Gaza and could halt
the fighting. Israel has declared
about a third of the 100 hostages
dead, but believes as many as half
could be alive.
Yosef and his son Hamzah
AlZayadni were thought to still be
before
announcement, and news about
their fate could ramp up pressure
on Israel to move forward with a

Wednesday’s

The military said it found evidence
in the tunnel that raised “serious
concerns” for the life of Hamzah
AlZayadni, 23, suggesting he may
have died in captivity. Col. Nadav
Shoshani, an Israeli military
spokesperson, said the circum-
stances behind Yosef AlZayadni’s
death were being investigated.
AlZayadni and three of his chil-
dren were among 250 hostages
taken captive after Hamas-led
militants stormed into southern
Israel, killing 1,200 people.
AlZayadni, who had 19 children,
worked at the dairy farm at
Kibbutz Holit for 17 years, said the
Hostages Families Forum, a group
representing the relatives of cap-
tives. AlZayadni’s teenage children,
Bilal and Aisha, were released
along with about 100 hostages in
a weeklong ceasefire deal in
November 2023.

The family are members of the
Bedouin community, part of
Israel’s Palestinian minority who
have Israeli citizenship. The tra-
ditionally nomadic community
is particularly impoverished in
Israel and has suffered from
neglect and marginalisation.
Palestinians make up some 20
per cent of Israel’s 10 million
population, and millions more
live in Gaza and under Israeli
military occupation in the West
Bank. Eight members of Israel’s
Bedouin minority were abducted
in the October 2023 attacks.

Yosef AlZayadni appeared on a list
of 34 hostages shared by a Hamas
official with The Associated Press
earlier this week who the militant
group said were slated for release.
Israel said this was a list it had sub-
mitted to mediators last July, and
that it has received nothing from

Hamas. US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said Wednesday
that a ceasefire and hostage deal
between Israel and Hamas is “very
close” and he hopes “we can get it
over the line” before handing over
US diplomacy to President-elect
Donald Trump’s administration
later this month.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu expressed sorrow at the
news of AlZayadni’s death, and
said in a statement he had “hoped
and worked to bring back the four
members of the family from
Hamas captivity.” Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz earlier said the
bodies of both Yosef and Hamzah
AlZayadni had been recovered, but
the military said the identity of
some remains were not yet deter-
mined.

The Hostages Families Forum
said the ceasefire deal being nego-

Body of Israeli hostage found in Gaza, possibly alongsite his son's remains

PTI M JERUSALEM tiated “comes far too late for Yosef
- who was taken alive and should
have returned the same way.”
“Every day in captivity poses an
immediate mortal danger to the
hostages,” the group said in a
statement.

The bodies of around three dozen
hostages have been recovered in
Gaza, including the two on
Wednesday, and eight have been
rescued by the army.

Many of the families fear their
loved ones’ fate is at risk as long as
the war in Gaza rages on. Israeli
forces are pressing their air and
ground war against Hamas, and
Palestinian medics said Israeli
airstrikes killed at least five people
in the Gaza Strip on Wednesday,
including two infants and a
woman. Israel’s military says it only
targets militants, accusing them of
hiding among civilians.

THE PIONEERS
CLASSIFIED ¢

. CHANGE OF NAME .

Impeached President Yoon's lawyers
warn detention may spark ‘civil war’

— Sanjay Rana, Advocate (Mob.: 9811031327)
Enrl. no. D-2803/08, Delhi High Court

Add.: Plot no. 15, Gali No. 1, Mahavir Vihar Colony
Near SDM/DC Office, Kanjhawala, Delhi — 110081

SRF

< SRF LIMITED

Regd. Office: The Galleria, DLF Mayur Vihar, Unit No. 236 & 237, 2nd Floor,
Mayur Vihar Place, Noida Link Road, Mayur Vihar Phase | Extn, Delhi-110091
Corporate Office: Block-C, Sector 45, Gurugram, Haryana-122 003
Tel. No (Regd office) : (+91-11) 49482870; Fax : (+91-11) 49482900
E-mail: cs@srf.com, Website: www.srf.com; CIN: L18101DL1970PLC005197

NOTICE

\

NMotice is hereby given that Share Certificates pertaining to shares of the Company detailed
below have been reported lost and request(s) for issue of duplicate Certificates in lieu thereof
have been received by the Company :-

Place: Gurugram
tDate: 09-01-2025

Public is hereby cautioned against dealing with the aforesaid share certificates.
for SRF LIMITED

Sd/-

RAJAT LAKHANPAL
Sr. VP (Corporate Compliance)

& Company SecrelaryJ

I, Prahalad Singh, Father of-
JC-472773K Sub Udai Singh,
R/o- VPO- Pritampuri Via
Kanwat, Teh- Neem Ka
Thana, Dist- Sikar, Rajasthan-
332708, have changed my
name from Prahalad Singh to
Prahlad Singh vide affidavit
dated 09/01/2025 before
Notary Public Delhi.

PD(1218)C

I, Kamala Devi, Mother of-
JC-472773K Sub Udai Singh,
R/o- VPO- Pritampuri Via

E . Kanwat, Teh- Neem Ka
Sl.| Folio No. | Name of the Share Holder /| Cert-No. Dist-No. Lost Thana, Dist- Sikar, Rajasthan-
No. Legal Heir (Claimant) Shares 33270é }L]a‘;e cl;anged my
1 |SRF0110547 RAMESH KUMAR GUPTA: 4748 1273681-730 50 name f’rom Kamala Devi (o
D d ) .
ccease Kamla Kanwar vide affidavit
SUDHA GUPTA: Claimant 10876 1602351-400 50 dated  09/01/2025 before
61539 3296730-79 50 Notary Public Delhi.
1131258 310540442-1241 | 800 PD(1219)C
244621 1214181-22 4 .
902446 81220 | 40 I, Joginder Lal Narang S/o-
90244621 3659437-46 10 Om Parkash Narang, R/o- D-
2 |SRF0032649 RANJANA SEHGAL: 1136606 296154130-529 | 400 87, Lord Krishna Road,
Deceased Adarsh Nagar, Delhi- 110033,
DEEPAK SEHGAL: Claimant | 920069192-4 9027126-225 100 declare that Krishna Na_ra_ng
3 |R 0006357 |RAM SWAROOP:Deceased 142523 5759082-99 18 is my son, in his documents,
PRAVEEN MITTAL: Claimant| 976765 18596283-318 36 my name is erroneously
1138723 | 2965048225037 | 216 written as J l;g‘?“der Na:]ang &
4 |M 0004306 |MOOL CHAND:Deceased 19679 1855901-25 25 Egeég‘i;‘tanzﬁg'ﬁ’ }g ?;32‘;’
MRS KAUSHALIA DEVI: 50481-2 2716426-75 50 La)ll Narang, all these Eiimes
Deceased ! »
pertain to one and same
SHAKTI RANI DHALL: 51065 2732126-50 25 o I
Claimant 70159 3462137-80 44 PETSOT, 1.6 yset
+ PD(1220)C
132266-7 5477741-812 72 L Teias Makhiia S/ (P )
ejas Makhija S/o- Pratap
1138316 296502266-3769 | 1504 ’
1 Makhija, R/o- Flat No. 328,
901122014 7126614-773 160 ‘ianqkl!iti Apartments, DDA
5 |R 0002771 | RAJSHREE TAPURIAH: 140544-5 5711766-856 91 Multistorey, Sector- 19 B,
Shareholder 1137764 | 296309994-400357 | 364 Dwarka, South West Delhi,
6 |C 0000717 | CHINUBHAI VADILAL 100368 4236528-39 12 Delhi- 110075, declare that in
HEMCHAND:Deceased my  Passport (No. #
KAMLESH CHINUBHAI 307076-9 15840541-613 73 C6639300), my name is
NAWAB:Claimant 456076-9 23860333405 | 73 erroneously written as Tejas,
975336 18551237-61 25 whereas my actual name is
1 Tejas Makhija, which may be
1132642 295348014-9105 | 1092 amended accordingly
90015558 §308430-69 40 PD‘(1221]C
90154199 10541835-84 50
7 |[R 0002991 | RENU SHARMA: 140623 5713118-35 18 I, JC-736560K  Nb/Sub
Shareholder Obbalareddi Manga Raju,
976630 18591667-702 36 R/o- D.No-17-1-112/1
1134045 295645750-965 216 Velama Veedhi, Revenue Ward
8 |SRF0032126 VASANT S MAHAJAN : 1136242 296092954-3353 | 400 No.- 12,  Narsipatnam,
Shareholder Anakapalli, A.P- 531116, have
MANDAKINI MAHAJAN: 90068199-201|  8997406-505 100 changed my mother’s name
| Joint Shareholder from Varahalu to Varahalu

Obbalareddi for all future
purposes, vide affidavit dated
09/01/2025 before Executive
Magistrate, Delhi Cantt.

PD(1222)C

I, JC-736560K Nb/Sub
Obbalareddi Manga Raju,
R/o- D.No-17-1-112/1,
Velama Veedhi, Revenue
Ward No.- 12, Narsipatnam,
Anakapalli, A.P- 531116,
have changed my father’s
name from Sanyasi to
Sanyasi Obbalareddi for all
future purposes and in my
service records my father’s
date of birth is wrongly
mentioned as 15/06/1956
instead of his correct D.O.B.
as 25/12/1956, vide affidavit
dated 09/01/2025 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi
Cantt.

PD(1223)C

I, hitherto known as
Manjeet Kaur alias Manjeet
Kaur Tuli D/o Jageer Singh,
and W/o Gurdeep Singh Tuli
R/o A-86, Second Floor,
Chander Nagar, Janak Puri
New Delhi, Janakpuri B-1,
West Delhi, Delhi-110058,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Manjeet Kaur Tuli.

PD(1224)C

I, RAINA GUPTA W/o
Dwarika Prasad Gupta R/o
RZ-179, Gali No.4 Dabri
Vaishali Dabri South West
Delhi-110045 have changed
my name to RITU GUPTA for
all future purposes
PD(1225)CI, RAINA GUPTA
W/o Dwarika Prasad Gupta
R/o RZ-179, Gali No.4 Dabri
Vaishali Dabri South West
Delhi-110045 have changed
my name to RITU GUPTA for
all future purposes

PD(1225)C

I, Rajesh Sharma S/0 Manoj
Sharma R/o House No.RZ-
26, Gali No.3 Phase-2,
Nangloi Raod Najafghar Jai
Vihar South West Delhi-
110043 have changed my
minor daughter name
ARCHNA alias KHUSHI
KUMARI aged 16 year to
KHUSHI KUMART
PD(1226)C

PTI M SEOUL (SOUTH KOREA)

South Korean opposition parties
introduced a bill Thursday calling
for an independent investigation into
impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol’s
brief martial law declaration, as thou-
sands of his supporters and critics held
tense rallies near his residence ahead
of his potential detention.

The bill, jointly submitted by six par-
ties, including the main liberal oppo-
sition Democratic Party, proposes that
a special prosecutor investigate whether
Yoon's martial law decree on December
3 constituted an attempted rebellion.
The bill also calls for an investigation
into opposition claims that Yoon
sought to provoke a clash with North
Korea by allegedly flying drones over
Pyongyang or discussing the possibil-
ity of shooting down trash-laden bal-
loons launched from North Korea
across the border, to justify a power
grab at home. Yoon’s lawyers and the
South Korean military have denied the
suspicions.Yoon remained holed up at
his official residence in the capital city
of Seoul, where the presidential secu-
rity service has fortified the grounds
with barbed wire and rows of vehicles
blocking the roads, anticipating anoth-

er attempt by law enforcement to
detain him after last week’s failed
effort.

The Corruption Investigation Office for
High-Ranking Officials, leading a joint
investigation with police and the mil-
itary, has pledged to work with police
to make a more forceful effort to detain
Yoon. It has warned that members of
the presidential security staff could be
arrested if they obstruct attempts to
apprehend the embattled president.
Yoon's lawyers argued against bringing
him to custody; claiming he isn't a threat
to flee or destroy evidence. They
claimed that images of him being
dragged out in handcuffs could spark
a “civil war” in the divided country. At
a news conference Thursday, Seok
Dong-hyeon, a lawyer on Yoon's legal
team, highlighted the fervent protests
by Yoons supporters and claimed that
the anti-corruption office’s “reckless”
attempts to detain Yoon would “pro-
voke a significant backlash from out-
raged citizens”

“It would essentially be a civil war sit-
uation,” he said, claiming that attempts
to detain Yoon are aimed at humiliat-
ing him by displaying him in handcuffs.
Separated by police lines and fences,
thousands of Yoon's supporters and crit-

ics continued their daily rallies near his
residence, shouting passionate slogans
either vowing to protect him or calling
for his ouster. They occasionally
exchanged verbal insults, though there
were no immediate reports of major
clashes. The opposition has claimed
that an independent investigation is
crucial because separate investigations
led by the country’s anti-corruption
agency and public prosecutors have
been hindered by Yoon'’s unwillingness
to cooperate.

The new bill proposes that the
Supreme Court’s chief justice recom-
mend two candidates to Yoon, who
would then select one as the special
prosecutor. If Yoon refuses to appoint
anyone, the elder of the two candi-
dates would automatically assume
the role.

The opposition’s earlier bill propos-
ing an independent investigation was
rejected by the National Assembly on
Wednesday, as members of Yoon’s
conservative party opposed a clause
allowing only opposition parties to
recommend special prosecutor can-
didates. That bill was voted down by
just two votes, and the Democrats
were hopeful that the new bill would
get through.

Ghina concerned over new Syrian regime appointing
Xinjiang Uygur militants to top military posts

PTI M BEUJING

China said it is greatly concerned
over the new Syrian government
appointing foreign terrorist fighters,
especially from the banned Uygur
militant group ‘the East Turkestan
Islamic Movement, to senior military
ranks. The East Turkestan Islamic
Movement (ETIM) is active in
China’s volatile Xinjiang province.
These remarks were made by Fu
Cong, China’s permanent represen-
tative to the UN, at the UN Security
Council Briefing on Syria on
Wednesday.

China is greatly concerned about the
reports that said the Syrian Army has
recently granted senior military
ranks to a number of foreign terror-
ist fighters, including the head of
Council, a listed terrorist organisa-
tion, the Turkistan Islamic Party, also
known as the ETIM, Cong said.

He called on Syria to fulfil its
counter-terrorism obligations and to

prevent any terrorist forces from
using Syrian territory to threaten the
security of other countries, accord-
ing to official media reports here.
Reports from Syria say that the new
Syrian regime headed by de-facto
leader Ahmed al-Sharaa has appoint-
ed 50 new military officials of which
six were foreign fighters, including
that of ETIM.

The Army is being re-organised by
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), the
Islamist group that is now effective-
ly in charge of the country following
the overthrow of former President
Bashar al-Assad earlier this month.
Based on the names that have been
published, they are said to include
Chinese Uyghurs, a Jordanian and a
Turkish national. All are said to have
been given high-ranking positions as
colonels or brigadier-generals, BBC
reported. China has supported the
Assad regime and was caught
unawares by its sudden fall. Assad
himself fled to Russia where he was

granted asylum. Thousands of fight-
ers from many different countries
joined the uprising against Assad as
it became an all-out armed conflict
when mass protests were met with
violence by the security forces.

The new appointments appear to have
been made in order to reward those
fighters — whether from Syria or else-
where — who played a significant role
in the final triumph over the regime.
The issue is just one of many that
could complicate any successful tran-
sition to a new political and social
framework in Syria, the BBC report
said. For China, ETIM is a red rag as
it blames the Uygur militant group for
anumber of militant strikes in differ-
ent cities in China and Xinjiang
where the Uygur Muslims who con-
stituted the majority were restive
over the large-scale settlements of eth-
nic Hans from other provinces. For
over a decade China has deployed
thousands of security forces to con-
trol the militancy.
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Lelenskyy, Austin say military aid to
Ukraine must continue under Trump

PTI M RAMSTEIN AIR BASE
(GERMANY)

Ukra1n1an President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
US Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin used their final meeting
Thursday to press the incom-
ing Trump administration to
not give up on Kyiv’s fight,
warning that to cease military
support now “will only invite
more aggression, chaos and
war” “We've come such a long
way that it would honestly be
crazy to drop the ball now and
not keep building on the
defense coalitions we've creat-
ed,” Zelenskyy said.

“No matter what’s going on in
the world, everyone wants to
feel sure that their country will
not just be erased of the map”
Austin also announced the US
would send another $500 mil-
lion in security assistance to
Ukraine, including missiles for
fighter jets, sustainment equip-
ment for F-16s, armoured
bridging systems and small
arms and ammunition.

The weapons are funded

through presidential draw-
down authority, meaning they
can be pulled directly from US
stockpiles, and the Pentagon is
pushing to get them into
Ukraine before the end of the
month. This latest package
leaves about USD 3.85 billion
in funding to provide future
arms shipments to Ukraine; if
the Biden administration
makes no further announce-
ments, that balance will be
available to President-elect
Donald Trump to send if he
chooses.

“If Putin swallows Ukraine, his
appetite will only grow;” Austin
told the approximately 50
member nations who have
been meeting over the last
three years to coordinate
weapons and military support
for Ukraine. “If autocrats con-
clude that democracies will
lose their nerve, surrender
their interests, and forget their
principles, we will only see
more land grabs. If tyrants
learn that aggression pays, we
will only invite even more
aggression, chaos, and war””

Austin leaves a consortium
that now has more than a half
dozen independent coalitions
of those countries who are
focused on Ukraine’s longer-
term security capabilities and
who have committed to contin-
uing to stand up those needs
through 2027.

Globally, countries including
the US have ramped up domes-
tic weapons production as the
Ukraine war exposed that all of
those stockpiles were woefully
unprepared for a major con-
ventional land war.

The US has provided about $66
billion of the total aid since
February 2022 and has been
able to deliver most of that total
— between 80% and 90% —
already to Ukraine.

“Retreat will only provide
incentives for more imperial
aggression,” Austin told the
group. “And if we flinch, you
can count on Putin to push fur-
ther and punch harder.
Ukraine’s survival is on the line.
But so is the security of Europe,
the United States, and the
world”

Taiwan demonstrates sea defences
against potential Chinese attack

PTI M KAOHSIUNG (TAIWAN)

Taiwan on Thursday demon-
strated its sea defences
against a potential Chinese attack
as tensions rise with Beijing, part
of a multitiered strategy to deter
an invasion from the mainland.
The island’s navy highlighted its
Kuang Hua VT fast attack missile
boats and Tuo Chiang-class
corvettes in waters near Taiwan's
largest port of Kaohsiung, a
major hub for international trade
considered key to resupplying
Chinese forces should they estab-
lish a beachhead on the island.
The Kuang Hua VI boats, with
a crew of 19, carry
indigenously developed Hsiung
Feng II anti-ship missiles and
displayed their ability to take to
the sea in an emergency to
intercept enemy ships about to
cross the 44-kilometer (24-nau-
tical mile) limit of Taiwan’s con-
tiguous zone,
within which governments are
permitted to take defensive
action.

China routinely sends ships and
planes to challenge Taiwan’s
willingness and ability to counter
intruders, prompting Taiwan to
scramble jets, activate missile sys-
tems and dispatch warships.
Taiwan  demanded on
Wednesday that China end its
ongoing military activity in near-
by waters, which it said is under-
mining peace and stability in the
Taiwan Strait and disrupting
international shipping and trade.
Mountainous Taiwan's strategy
is to counter the much larger
Chinese military with a relative-
ly flexible defense that can pre-
vent Chinese troops from cross-
ing the strait.

Landing sites are few on Taiwan's
west coast facing China, forcing
Beijing to focus on the east coast.
Hsiao Shun-ming, captain ofa
Tuo Chiang-class corvette, said
his ships relatively small size still
allows it to “deliver a formida-
ble competitive power” against
larger Chinese ships.

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that |, RAJESH KUMAR
SAXENA S/o SH.GANESHI LAL SAXENA,
allottee of JANTAFLATNO.223,SECOND
FLOOR, BLOCK-D, POCKET-11, JASOLA,
NEW DELHI have applied for Certified Copies
of the aforesaid flat vide File No.l/321(1549)
2004/)JHS/IL in DDA. The original documents
i.e. DEMAND-CUM-ALLOTMENT LETTER,
POSSESSION LETTER and NOC to water and
electric of the above said flat has been lost. An
NCR/LR No0.2451374/2024 dated 31.12.2024
to this effect has been lodged in P.S.Crime
Branch, Delhi.Any person{s) claiming any right,
interest, having any objection or found in
possession of original documents, may write/
contact with above named person at above
Address/Phone No.6396141059 within 15days
from the date of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest, objection
with respect to this property, can perscnally
inform or write to Deputy Director {H) or
Director (H),D Block, Vikas Sadan, New Delhi

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-l, DELHI

4" Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Del

TA 1813/2022

BANK OF INDIA Applicant
VS

M/S SWADESHI ALUMINIUM CO P LTD Defendants

To,

(1) SOMNATHBHUTANI, 50, H 4/5, SUVIDHAKUNJ, PITAMPURA, DELHI - 110088
(2) SHYAMNAGPAL, A-2/48, PASCHIMVIHAR, DELHI - 110057

(3) KANTABHUTANI, 50, H4/5, SUVIDHAKUNJ, PITAMPURA, DELHI - 110088

Rs. 34,02,04,309.88/- (Rupee Thirty Four Crore Two Lakh Four Thousand Three
Hundred Nine and Eighty Eight Paise Only) againstyou and where as it has been shown to
the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in the ordinary way therefore,
this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make appearance before Ld. Registrar
on 17.03.2025 At 10.30 A.M. (for further details kindly visit DRT Website
www.tribunal.gov.in Phone Number: 011-23748473).

Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above-mentioned before this Tribunal,
the case will be heard and decided in your absence.

Allthe matters will be taken up through video Conferencing and for that purpose:-

(i) All the Advocates/Litigants shall download the "Cisco Webex" application/software:
(i) "Meeting ID" and Password for the date of hearing qua cases to be taken by Registrar/
Recovery Officer-l/and Recovery Officer-1 shall be available one day prior to the nex date at
DRT Official Portal i.e. "https:/idrt.gov.in" under the Public Notice Head (iii) In any exigency
quathat, the Advocate/Litigants can contact the concerned official at Ph. No. 011-23748478.
,—- G|ven under my hand and seal of the Tribunal this the 02™ Jan, 2025.

By order of this Tribunal
Respondentmaycontactundermentlon Phone number for further enquiry.

Ld. Registrar, DRT-I, New Delhi, Phone No: 011-23748473, Email: dri1delhi-dfs@nic.in

Whereas the above-named applicant (s) has instituted a case for recovery of

Baba Farid University of Health Sciences, Faridkot

(Ph.d SECTION)

BABA FARID UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCIENCES, FARIDKOT
Ph.D ENTRANCE TEST (PHDET)- Jan 2025

Online fresh applications in the prescribed format are invited through University
website w.e.f from 10/01/2025 to 30/01/2025 for admission to Ph.D Courses in
faculties of Medical /Allied Health/Dental/ Nursing/ Physiotherapy/
Pharmaceutical Sciences, alonwith fee of Rs. 3000/-+ 18% GST through
University payment gateway. The date of Entrance Examination will be notified
on University website later on. For eligibility/ detail/ updates visit at University
at: www.bfuhs.ac.in

00/12/341/2023/40600 Dated CHD :- 1/10/2025

Baha Farid University of Health Sciences,

Sadin Road, Faridkot -151203 Ph. 01639-256232, 256236

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-TENDER ARE INVITED FOR THE PROCUREMENTS OF FOLLOWING
ITEMS UP TO 23/01/2025
1) Sign the rate contact for supply of Radiopharmaceuticals in Nuclear
Medicine department 2) Tender for supply and Installation of NCT Machine
3) Tender for supply and Installation of Electrocautery machine 4) Patient
Bath Trolley 5) OCT machine.6) Special repair of old pharmacy Block(Shed)
in GGSMC, Faridkot 7) Tender for procurement and Installation of
Neurosurgical Electric Drill.
E-TENDER ARE INVITED FOR THE PROCUREMENTS OF FOLLOWING
ITEMS UP TO 30/01/2025
1) Diagnostic Middle for analyser 2) Computerized Speech Laboratory with
Speech 3) Digital Stroboscope with swallowing (Fees) workstation 4)
Nasometer 5) Books and Journals for Central library GGS Medical col-
lege.6) procurement of Implants material at GGSMCH, Faridkot 7) Providing
Fire Fighting & Fire Detection Service for Super Speciality Block in GGS
Medical College & Hospital Faridkot 8) Providing 11KV Substation Including
DG Set, Transformer and Electrical Works for Super Specially Block at GGS
Medical College & Hospital, Faridkot 9) Construction of Sarai and Main
Entrance Gate Opposite Emergency Block of GGS Medical Hospital
Faridkot 10) Supply of different electrical; material under rate contract with
BFUHS for its constituents College for day to day repair. 11)Testing &
Commissioning of 4 Nos. lifts in Super Speciality Block in GGS Medical
College, Faridkot. 12) Providing & fixing Automatic Sprinkler System of Fire
Safety in Mother Block of MCH Building at GGS Medical Hospital, Faridkot
Following tenders have pre-bid meeting. Regarding pre-bid meeting
date and venue please see tender document. Last date for submission
of E-tender is 30/01/2025
1) Hysteroscopy (with pre-bid meeting) 2 Automatic Tissue Embedding
Station (with pre-bid meeting) 3) Radiant heat warmers (with pre-bid
meeting) 4 Modular OT (with pre-bid meeting) 5 Fully Automatic Online RO
Plant with Hot feet 1000 I.P (with pre-bid meeting)
Terms and conditions can be downloaded from http://eproc.punjab.gov.in.
The tenders will be accepted in E-Tender mode only. Bidder can also
download tender notification and document from the University website
www.bfuhs.ac.in

Registrar
00/12/342/2023/40601 Dated CHD :- 1/10/2025

SAGAR

No./SSCL/2025/11

Sagar Smart City Ltd. (SSCL)

Tender No. 2025/SSCL/143

SMART CITY LIMITED, SAGAR

Registered Office : Sagar Smart City Office, 2nd Floor, ICCC Building
New Collectorate Premises, Sagar, M.P.-470002
Phone : 07582-242850, E-mail : smartcitysagarmp@gmail.com
CIN : U75100MP2017SGC044372

Sagar, Date : 04.01.2025

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

invites online Bids from eligible Bidders for “Selection of an

Agency for Construction and Development of Road- Tilli Junction to Girdharipuram
Sagar under Smart Cities Mission”.

Smart Cities Mission.

S. Work Cost of Tender | Completion/ Last Date to
No. Document Implementation Purchase
(in Rs.) Period (Months) | Tender (Online)
1. |Selection of an Agency for 20,000/~ + 2 Months 18.01.2025
Construction and Development GST (On 17.00 Hrs.)
of Road- Tilli Junction to
Girdharipuram Sagar under

M.P. Madhyam/118237/2025

Tender Document and other details shall be available on Website : http://www.mptenders.
gov.in & http://sagarsmartcity.org. Sagar Smart City Limited, reserves the rights to accept/
reject any/all bid(s) without assigning any reason thereof.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all person that my client Smt.
Mamata Tiwari, w/c Sh. Shyam Narain
Tiwari is the only legal owner of the property
measuring 200 Sg. Yards comprising Plot
Nos. B-178, and B-179, Shyam Kunj, Near
Goyla Village, New Delhi-110071 and she
has not Transferred/Sold nor has authorized
any person to Sell or Transfer or to do any
kind of transaction or agreement with any
person with regard to said plots of land on
her behalf, if any person is dealing with the
said property, it shall be at his/her own risk
and consequences and my client shall not
be responsible for the same.
Amitabh Kumar Verma, Advocate,
526, Lawyer's Chambers, Dwarka Court
Complex, New Delhi-110075,

I'AIIAI]II’ PORT AUTHORITY

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT
e-TENDER CALL NOTICE No.
AD/OE/GL-07/13{Vol. VI)/2787 Dtd. 31.12.2024
Name of the work :- “Providing Secretarial
and other assistance for official works of
Administrative Department”. Estimated
cost put to tender ¥ 1,95,50,947.00
(excluding GST @ 18% & Contractor's
Commission). The last date & time of
submission of bid is 20.01.2025 upto 1700
Hrs. for details please refer our website
www.paradipport.gov.in/https://
eprocure.gov.infeprocure/app.

Sd/-
Asst. Secretary (Admn.),
Paradip Port Authority
PPA/PR/ 57/2024-2025
09/01/2025

worid

@ PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY
* ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT
e-TENDER CALL NOTICE No.
AD/OE/GL-85/2016(Pt.111)/2788 Dtd.31.12.2024
Name of the work:- “Service contract for office
management and allied works in various
departments / divisions and operational
areas of PPA”. Estimated cost put to tender
34,15,09,160.00 (excluding GST @ 18% &
Contractor's Commission). The last date &
time of submission of bid is 20.01.2025 upto
1700 Hrs. for details please refer our website:
www.paradipport.gov.in/
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.
Sd/- Asst. Secretary (Admn.),
Paradip Port Authority

PPA/PR/56/2024-2025  dtd.09.01.2025

This is to inform the general public that Flat No.
B 10/107 -B, Udayagiri -2 Sector-34, Noida
District Gautam Buddha Nagar whose GPA
holder is Mr. Sunny Mathew S/o K.C. Mathew
Resident of Flat No. B 10/107 -B, Udayagiri -2
Sector-34, Noida District Gautam Buddha
Nagar. GPA is in the AD Book No. of Sub
Registrar-IV, Noida. Registered on 25.06.1993.
And the sale contract has not been registered.
Now the transfer application of the said
building is being submitted through GPA in
favor of Shri Rajesh Das S/o Ganga Prasad
resident of Flat No. B 10/ 107 -B, Udaygiri-2
Sector-34, Noida District Gautam Buddha
Nagar. If any concerned person has any
objection, he/she can register his ohjection
along with evidence in the Residential Building
Department of Noida Autherity within 15 days
from the date of publication of this information.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Mrs. Pinki w/o Mr. Rajeev owner of a
Double Storey House areameasuring 120 sq. ydsi.e.
100.33 sq. mtrs, out of Khasra no. 215, situated at
Village Saini Pargana & Tehsil Dadri District Gautam
Budh Nagar U.P, Through Registered Gift Deed Dated
07.01.2025 executed by Mr. Rajeev Vide Reg. no.
681 at SR-DADRI U.P. the above-mentioned property
is going to be mortgage with Fedbank Financial
Services Limited. If any person / bank / financial
institution having any claim/right, lien, any objection
whatsoever in regard to the above property, should
notified to the undersigned/Adv. Vishal Mehan,
E-713, Karkardooma Court, Delhi-110092 along
with documentary evidence under address through
registered within 7 days from the date of publication
of this notice failing which any claim, lien or
objection shall be deemed to have been waived. Adv.
Vishal Mehan, E-713, Karkardeoma Court, Delhi-
110092; Mob.: 9811215181

CONSTRUCTION, P. WAY

AND FORMATION WORKS
IN KATIHAR DIVISION

Tender Notice No. : KIR/Engg./01 of
2025; Dated: 03-01-2025; E-Tender are
invited by the undersigned for the following
work; Tender No. 1; Brief Description
of Work : At New Jalpaiguri : Construction
of one coach length sick line - 2 Coach
holding (Extension - 1). Tender Value:
¥4,79,07,958.84/-; Bid Security:
13,89,500/-; Tender No. 2; Brief
Description of Work : Katihar -
Teznarayanpur - Provision of RGM Siding
- 2 stations under the jurisdiction of
Sr.DEN/IV/Katihar. (P.Way works and
Formation works). Tender Value:
%1,75,27 465.42; Bid Security: 2,37 600/-
; Date &time of closing of above tenders
at 15:00 hrs. and opening at 15:30 hrs. on
03-02-2025. For complete information with
the tender document of above e-tender will
be available upto 15:00 hrs. on 03-02-2025
in website www.ireps.gowv.in .

DRM (W), Katihar

® NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

LLIESAF

ESAF SMALL FINANCE BANK

REGD. OFFICE: ESAF Bhavan,
Mannuthy, Thrissur- 680 651, Kerala.

GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that Gold
ornaments pledged with ESAF Small Finance Bank and not redeemed
by borrowers, despite repeated reminders and notices, of our branches,
arelisted below. Thiswillbe auctioned as per the details given below:
DATE OF AUCTION: 20-01-2025 TIME: 2PMTO 5 PM
AUCTION VENUE: THROUGH E-AUCTION

AUCTION ADDRESS: https://egold.auctiontiger.net
Contact Number: 9099013705/6351896640

To register as bidder for the e-Auction with terms and conditions, and
fulldetails of e-Auction please visit the above site.

BRANCHES & LOAN ACCOUNT NUMBERS
Faridabad: 75240001213933, 1600854,

Customers who are interested to release the ornaments by paying the

total due amount may do so, at the respective branches, on or two days

before the date of the auction.

Bidders who wish to participate in the auction shall produce their KYC

documents. GST No. is mandatory for registered firms/companies.

&idderstjshalt deposit a sum of Rs.50,000 as EMD hefore participating in
e auction.

Thrissur
Date:10-01-2025

Sd/-
Authorized Signatory
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of repute fulfilling eligibility criteria

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, BHOPAL,

(Sewerage Project of PACKAGE-1)

NIT No. 04/SEW/AMRUT-2.0/BMC/2025
Online Lump sum bid for the following AMRUT 2.0 works are invited from registered contractors and firms

DIST BHOPAL (M.P.)
(FIRST CALL)
i -

Date: 09.01.2025

S. Work Online Probable |Completion
No, Tender No.| amount of Period
Contract (Rs)| (in months)
1 | Survey, Design, Construction and commissioning of Sewerage network in 161.37 | 2025_UAD| 13051.53 36 months
Km of in West-South of Bhopal Municipal area including construction of sewage | _394330_1 Lacs including
treatment plants and intermediate pumping stations including under package 1 rainy season

1. Interested Bidder can view the NIT on website hitp://www.mptenders.gov.in
2. The Bid Document can be purchased only Online.
3. Amendment to NIT, if any, would be published on website only.
4. GST shall be payable as per Govt. rules.
SUPERINTENDENT ENGINEER (Sewage)
T.N.1084/024/025 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION BHOPAL
== Equinox India
Tapir Constructions Limited
(CIN: U70200DL2014PLC267441)
Extract of Unaudited Financial Results
for the quarter and nine months ended 31 December 2024 (% in Millions)
Quarter Corr ding Pr year
Sl. . ended quarter ended ended
No. Particulars 31 December 2024 | 31 December 2023| 31 March 2024
(Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Audited)
1 | Total Income from Operations 5.2 2.7 24.8
2 | Net (Loss) / Profit for the period
(before Tax, Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) (45.0) (17.5) (71.5)
3 | Net (Loss) / Profit for the period before Tax
(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) (45.0) (17.5) (71.5)
4 | Net (Loss) / Profit for the period after Tax,
(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) (45.0) (17.5) (71.5)
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period
[Comprising (Loss) / Profit for the period (after tax)
and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)] (45.0) (17.5) (72.0)
6 | Paid up Equity Share Capital 0.5 0.5 0.5
7 | Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) (2,199.1) (2,078.3) (2,117.5)
8 | Securities Premium Account - - -
9 | Net Worth (2,198.6) (2.077.8) (2.117.0)
10 | Paid up Debt Capital / Outstanding Debt 4,360.0 3,232.0 35405
11 | Qutstanding redemption preference share - - -
12 | Debt Equity Ratio (2.02) (1.56) (1.70)
13 | Eamings per Share (EPS)
(Face value Per Share 10 each)
- Basic (Amount in ¥) (901.76) (350.00) (1,430.52)
- Diluted (Amount in ¥) (901.76) (350.00) (1,430.52)
14 | Capital Redemption Reserve - - -
15 | Debenture Redemption Reserve - - -
16 | Debt Service Coverage Ratio (0.60) (0.10) (0.06)
17 | Interest Service Coverage Ratio (0.60) (0.32) (0.35)
18 | Current ratio (In times) 1.03 0.78 0.92
19 | Total debts to total assets 0.74 0.68 0.71

20 | Long term debt to working capital (In times) 13.06 (0.54) (3.79)

21 | Bad debt to account receivable ratio (In %) - - -

22 | Current liability ratio (In times) 0.70 0.89 0.76

23 | Debtor turnover ratio (In times) - - -

24 | Inventory turnover ratio (In times) - - -

25 | Operating margin (In %) 6.39 18.61 31.91

26 | Net profit margin (In %) (857.01) (640.48) (288.53)

Notes:

1 The above results have been reviewed and approved by the Board of Directors (‘the Board') at its meeting held on
09 January 2025.

2 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly / Annual Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under
Regulation 52(8), read with 52(4) of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full
format of the Quarterly/ Annual Financial Results are available on the Company's website (https://equinoxindia.com/tcl/)
and on the website of BSE (https://iwww.bseindia.com)and NSE (https://www.nseindia.com).

Registered Office: For and on behalf of the Board of Directors
Office No. 202, 2nd Floor, A-18, Rama House, Middle Circle,

Connaught Place, New Delhi- 110 001.

Place : Mumbai Abhishek Rajninath Surve

Date : 09 January 2025 Executive director

BEFORE THE ADDITIONAL SUB
COURT AT CHENGALPATTU IN
STATE OF TAMIL NADU
ILA.NO. 3 0F2024
IN
0.5.No.86  of 2024
M/s. CENTURY LEATHERS (P) LIMITED

REP BY ITS AUTHORISED

...... PETITIONER/PLAINTIFFS
-VS-
BALWINDER SINGH & OTHERS
To, ....RESPONDENTS/DEFENDANTS

Respondent-1/ Defendant-1
Mr.Balwinder Singh, S/o
Sh.Baburam R/o 351, Nangloi Jat
Village, Delhi-110041
Kindly take Notice, in the above Main Suit,
filed for Declaration, Permanent Injunction
and for Interim Reliefs, the Hon'ble
Additional Sub Court at Chengalpattu, was
pleased to Order to effect Paper Publication
to 1st Respondent/1st Defendantin [.A.NO.
3 OF 2024 for effecting Service and posted
the above case on 27.01.2025, for your
appearance. Hence enter appearance
either personally or through Your Advocate
at 10.30A.M. in the above mentioned Court
without fail or else the matter will be heard
and decided inyour absence.
M. ANANDEESWARAN,
COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF

PH. 98402 03800

REPRESENTATIVE MS. GEETA MOHANTY.

BEFORE THE ADDITIONAL SUB
COURT AT CHENGALPATTU IN
STATE OF TAMIL NADU
0.S. No. 86 of 2024
M/s. CENTURY LEATHERS (P)
LIMITED REP BY ITS AUTHORISED
REPRESENTATIVE
MS. GEETA MOHANTY

...... PETITIONER/PLAINTIFFS
BALWINDER SINGH & OTHERS
To ....RESPONDENTS/DEFENDANTS
Defendant-1
Mr.Balwinder Singh,
S/o Sh.Baburam, R/o 351, Nangloi
Jat Village, Delhi-110041
Kindly take Notice, in the above Main
Suit, filed for Declaration, Permanent
Injunction and for Interim Reliefs, the
Hon'ble Additional Sub Court at
Chengalpattu, was pleased to Order to
effect Paper Publication to 1st
Defendant, for effecting Service and
posted the above case on 27.01.2025
for your appearance. Hence enter
appearance either personally or
through Your Advocate at 10.30A.M.
in the above mentioned Court without
fail or else the matter will be heard and
decided in your absence.
M. ANANDEESWARAN,
COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF
PH. 93402 03800

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas, M/s Vatika Seven Elements Pvt. Ltd. (Formerly known as Strong
Infrabuild Pvt. Ltd. & Others} is developing a Residential Group Housing
Colony over an area measuring 14.30 acres in the revenue estate of Village
Harsaru & Hayatpur, Sector-89A, Gurugram, Haryana, in accordance with
the provision of License no. 41 of 2013 dated 06.06.2013 granted by Director,
Town & Country Planning, Haryana, Chandigarh.

And whereas, several individuals have made bockings / entered into
purchase agreement for allotment of property in the said colony
(hereinafter referred as allottees).

And whereas, the earlier approved building plans vide Memo no. ZP-
929/AD(RA)/2014/24303 dated 17.10.2014 are now proposed to be revised,
for which DTCP, Haryana has granted in-principle approval for the revision in
building plans vide Memo no. ZP-929/ID(RA)/2025/980 dated 08.01.2025.
Accordingly, vide this Public Notice, objection/suggestion, if any
are hereby invited from any of the allottees on the revised building
plans. The earlier approved building plans & revised building plans
(approved in principle) are available for perusal on our website
www.vatikacollections.com and at our site office and in the office of Senior
Town Planner, Sector-14, Gurugram, Haryana.

In case of any objection on the revised building plans, the allottee may file
his/her objection/suggestion in the office of Senior Town Planner, Sector 14,
Gurugram, Haryana and in the office of the undersigned at Unit no.-A-002,
Ground Floor, Block A, Vatika INXT City Centre, Sector 83, Gurugram,
Haryana within 30 days of the publication of this notice, failing which it shall
be assumed that there are no objections to the proposed revision in the
building plans.

Place: Gurugram For Vatika Seven Elements Pvt. Ltd.

Date: 10.01.2025

MANIBHAVNAM HOME FINANCE INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED

POSSESSION NOTICE (Appendix IV) Rule 8(1)

Whereas the nu1huriu'ed officer of ManiBhavnam Home Finance India Pvt. Ltd., a (hereinafter
referred to as "MBHF"). MBHF, which has duly been Authorised by the Central Government, vide a
notification dated 17.06.2021, to be treated as a Financial Institution, for the purposes of the "The
Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Secunty Interest Act, 2002,
having its registered office at:- 2nd Floor, N-2, South Extension Part-1, New Delhi- 110049, under
the provisions of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Securi

Interest Act, 2002 (54 OF 2002) (hereinafter referred to as "Act™) and in exercise of the powers conferre
under Section 13(2) of the Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002 issued a
Demand Notice to the following borrowers and co-borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the
notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice, The borrower/Guarantor having failed to
repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned
has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him
under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Se(unt{l Interest (Enforcement) Rules,
2002 on as per under mentioned Date.The borrower in particular and the LIhII( in general is hereby
cautioned not to deal with the praperty and any dealings with the praperty W|I be subject to the charge of
“MBHF" and interest other charges thereon. The attention of the Borrower is invited to provisions of sub-
section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured asset.

Name & Address of Borrower/Co-Borrower : 1. SONI DEVI W/o- PRADEEP, 2. PRADEEP S/0
JAYVEER, BOTH R/0- H.NO. 235, KACHAIDA, VARSABAD-4, MUNDA MOHALLA, P.5. BADALPUR, TEHSIL-
DADRI, DIST GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR- 203207, ALSO AT: H.NO. 235, KACHAIDA, VARSABAD-4, MUNDA
MOHALLA, P.5.BADALPUR, TEHSILDADRI, DISTT GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR UTTAR PRADESH-203207, ALSO
AT: PLOT AREA 419 SOYD, VILLAGE-KACHERA VARSABAD, PARGANA TEHSIL DADRI, GAUTAM BUDH
NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH-203207, SR NO. 2 ALSO AT : LOTUS VALLEY SCHOOL, NR, D- MART, 4 MURTI,
GREATER NOIDA, GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR UTTAR PRADESH-203207

Demand Notice Dated : 10.10.2024, Date of Possession : 07.01.2025
Amount of Demand Notice : Rs. 16,09,295.90/- as on 25.09.2024

Details of Property : "ALL THAT THE PIECE OF PARCEL OF PROPERTY, ADMEASURING 419 50. YDS, | E.
350.92 50. MTRS. OUT OF KHASRA NO. 488, SITUATED AT VILLAGE- KACHODA, WARSABAD, PARGANA &
TEHSIL DADRI, DISTRICT GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH. AS DOC NO. 2434, VOL NO. 26035,
PAGE NO. 155-174, SR -DADRI), BOUNDED AS:- EAST: HOUSE OF RAJ SINGH, WEST: HOUSE OF JAY PAL,
NORTH: ROAD 12 FT. WIDE, SOUTH: HOUSE OF KARAMVIR

Name & Address of Borrower/Co-Borrower : 1. MAN]U W/0-RAJESH KUMAR, 2. RAJESH KUMAR
$/0-NEPAL SINGH, BOTH R/O - VILLAGE- BISHNOOLI, GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH-
203207, ALSO AT: KHASRA NO. 377, VILLAGE-BISHNULI, PARGANA & TEHSIL- DADRI, DISTRICT GAUTAM
BUDDHA NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH- 203207, ALSO AT: R/O-VILLAGE-BISHNOOLI, GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR, NR GOVT SCHOOL UTTAR PRADESH-203207, ALSO AT: KUNAL DUDH BANDHAR, VILLAGE
BISRAKH, NR YATHARTH HOSPITAL-203207

Demand Notice Dated : (4.10.2024, Date of Possession : 06.01.2025
Amount of Demand Notice : Rs. 17,66,770.07/- as on 25.09.2024

Details of Property : "ALL THAT THE PIECE OF PARCEL OF PLOT SITUATED AT VILLAGE BISHNOLI
PARGANA TEHSIL DADRI DISTRICT GAUTUM BUDH NAGAR RAKBA ADMEASURING 344 5Q. YDS. |.E 287.61
SO LOCATED KHASARA NO. 377. BOUNDED AS:- EAST: ROAD 9FT., WEST: HOUSE OF HARVEER, NORTH:
HOUSE OF MUKHRAJ, SOUTH:HOUSE OF DESHRA"

Date: 10.01.2025, Place: Noida, U.P.  Authorised Officer, ManiBhavnam Home Finance India Pvt. Ltd.

3 THE KANGRA CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD.
C-29, Community Centre Pankha Road, Janokpur, New Daihi- 110033
Phena: @11-25511042, 25611043, 25811044
E-mail: legaidifangrabani com, legall kangrabani com,
‘Wabsite: www kangrabank com
APPENDIX IV [See rule B{1)]
POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable proparty)

Whisrgars,
The undarsignad beeng the Authonsed officer of “The Kangra Co-operative Bark Lid,", Haad

oifice at, C-20 Community Centre, Pankha Road, Janak Purl, Mew Delhl - 110058, haveg s
regsiened ofice ol 1996, Chuna Mandi, Pahar Ganj, Méw Delh- 110035, under The
Securiaation and Reconstruction of the Financial Assats & Endorcemant of Security inferest
At 2002 | 54 of 2002 | e i exprciae of povesrs confered under secton 1312) resd wilh nis
|3] of Tha Secunty interes! [Enforosmanl) Rubes. 2002, the Bank had ssued a demand nolios on
daled 10-08-2024, caling upon the bomower Sh. Charanjeel Singh 5o, Labe 5h,
Parmeshwar Yadav Rio. D-10, Gali No.4, South Anaricall, Jagatpuri, Dalhd-110051 also al
Sh. Charanjest Singh Sio. Late Sh. Parmeskwar Yaday Clo. Mis. Sai impex, A-3, Ground
Floor, Garg Complex, Gun Manakpura, Laxmi Kagar, Dethi-110082, and calling upon the
marigager & sunety SmiAmanprest Ksur Who. Sh.Charanjest Singh Rio. D-10, Gadl Mo 4,
South Anarkall, Jagatpuri, Delhi-110051, Smi. Amanpreet Kaur Wio. Sh. Charanjest
Singh, Clo. Sarvedaya Kanya Vidyalsya, Kantl Nagar WesL, Delhl-110651, o repay the
amount menSionad in the nolios being Fa.11,71 909 (Rupeés Eleven Lakhs Sovenly One
Thewssand Wina Humdred and Nina Only |, iogethar with furiheringeresl, panal intarest and oifer
charnes a8 ans appicabla b his Lo sooount from me (o ma, fom the daie of the nobice
therdabe ol paymant, with in &0 days fom i dalbo of ecoipd ol the nofice

The above mentionad bomower, mongagor & swety hating failad ko repay the amount, notice is
by given b the boemower, morigagor, surety and ihe public in geneml hat the Bank has
taken Symbolic Posssssion of tha property descrbed here in Balow in ensrniss of powers
confered under sub-sechon (4) of secton 13 o The Securtsalion and Reconstucon of T
Frandcal Assals & Enlorcemant of Secun ty irieresl A, 2002, raad with nde :H|-:~'T|*e5rn:.|nl:.'
imeres] [Enformamant) Rulss, 2002, on his (T thdsy of Januany” 2025

The beerovwer, margagor & surely in paricular and the publc in penenml is henshy cautionsd mot
1o danl with the monigaged propety and any dealngs wilh tha proparty will be subjec 1o e
chargs of “The Kangra Co-operative Bank Lid." for an amount of Bs.11,71,909- iagethar
with further inlenisl, peralinbarest and olher charpes a5 aro applicable b this Loan acoount from
fima i me, from the date of notce l tha date of makation ogether with &l the costs incurmed
by the Bank in realizing the said amount

Thay borrower, morigagor & surmty atiantion is alse bean inviled lowards provisions ol G-

Section {B) of Saction 13 of The Secuntisation and Reconsinscion of the Finandial Assals &
Enfrcemant of Security interast Ad M2, in respect of frme avalabla, io redeam e below

manioned morgaged proparty Secured Asset

Thet property under M part and parcel of the U‘JE BUILT UP PROPERTY
considaraton ks 2 Bult EE-"thﬁ NO.D-10, AREA MEASURING 10 50 YDS
up Progparty, Ground ALONGWITH ITSWHOLE OF THE STRUCTURE OF GROUND
Floor, Fiest Fioor, FLOOR, FIRST FLOOR, SECOND FLOOR WITH ROOF
Second Floor with roof RIGHTS, WITH THE RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT UPTO LAST

STOREY THEREON, OUT OF RECTNO.1T, KILLA MNO.1EN
SITUATED IN THE AREA OF VILLAGE KHUREN KHAS, ARADI
OF SOUTH ANARKALI, ILLAQA SHAHDARA, DELHR110051
Faling Uinder o Registrlion of Sub-Regrstar VI, Delhi

WHICH 15 BOUNDED AS UNDER : EAST : REMAININF PORTION. WEST : PROPERTY
OF OTHERS. NORTH : PROPERTY OF OTHERS. SOUTH : GALL

nghls, nrea measwing
a0 3q. Yds.

[HARISH SHARMA|
AUTHORISED OFFICER

THE KANGRA CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD.
HEAD QOFFICE AT, C-23. COMMUNITY CENTRE,
PANKHA ROWD, JANAKPURI, NEW DELHI-S8, Phane Mo 3013585415 3013568419

PLACE : DELHI
DATED: 07-01-2025
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India has potential to increase organic products’
exports to 20,000 Crore in 3 years: Goyal

PTI ® NEW DELHI

India has the potential to increase
exports of organic products up to
Rs 20,000 crore in the next three
years, Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Thursday.

He said this while releasing the eighth
edition of National Programme for
Organic Production (NPOP) with
new regulations aimed at enhancing
clarity and transparency in organic
product standards as well as aligning
with global standards.

“Currently, our organic product
exports are at Rs 5,000-6,000 crore. In
the next three years, we can easily
achieve Rs 20,000 crore exports,
about 3-3.5 times increase from the
current level,” Goyal said at an event
organised in partnership with
industry body Ficci.

He said the global demand for these
products is about Rs 1 lakh crore,
which can grow up to Rs 10 lakh crore
in the coming years, a unique
opportunity India should not miss.
India already has one of the largest
numbers of farmers in the world
undertaking organic farming.

o

He also asked startups to come out
with solutions that help in growth of
the sector.

The NPOP has undergone several
revisions since its inception in May
2001. The eighth edition marks a
significant update to the regulatory
framework  governing  organic
products in India, with the last
revision occurring in 2014.

Key features of the eighth edition of

NPOP include

farmer-friendly
regulations, streamlined certification,

enhanced transparency and
revamped traceability system.

The eighth edition aims to bolster
India’s organic export sector, with an
ambitious target of reaching USD 2
billion in organic food exports by
2030.

Ministers of State for Cooperation
Krishan Pal Gurjar and Murlidhar

Mohol, Minister of State for
Commerce Jitin Prasada and
Cooperation Secretary Ashish Kumar
Bhutani were also present at the
event.

NPOP plays a crucial role in
enhancing the credibility of organic
products in both national and
international markets. It ensures that
agricultural products labelled as
“organic” meet stringent standards,
thereby protecting consumer interests
and promoting sustainable
agricultural practices.

It is overseen by the Commerce
Ministry, with the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA)
managing its implementation.
TraceNet 2.0, an  upgraded
traceability platform of NPOP for
seamless operations and enhanced
tools for regulatory oversight, was
also launched.

On the occasion, a dedicated NPOP
portal was launched for more
visibility and ease of Operations for
Organic stakeholders. An upgraded
redesigned APEDA portal as well as
an agri exchange portal were also
unveiled.

money 10

Govt to soon launch new credit
guarantee scheme for MSME sector

PTI B NEW DELHI

Financial Services Secretary
M Nagaraju on Thursday
said the government would
soon launch a new credit
guarantee scheme for the
MSME sector covering loans
up to Rs 100 crore.

“We are likely to come up with
a  scheme, which was
announced by  Finance
Minister in her last Budget,
that could provide loans up to
Rs 100 crore without
guarantee, if they are already
having the enterprise;” he said
at the concluding day of
Grameen Bharat Mahotsav.
The scheme is expected to be
placed before the Union
Cabinet soon for its approval.
“For facilitating term loans to
MSMEs for purchase of
machinery and equipment
without collateral or third-
party guarantee, a credit
guarantee scheme will be
introduced. The scheme will
operate on pooling of credit
risks of such MSMEs. A
separately constituted self-
financing guarantee fund will
provide, to each applicant,
guarantee cover up to Rs 100

crore, while the loan amount
may be larger;” the Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had announced in Budget
2024-25..

The borrower will have to
provide an upfront guarantee
fee and an annual guarantee
fee on the reducing loan
balance, she had said.

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) sector
employs 50 million people, he
said.

MSMEs exports have
witnessed a remarkable rise,
increasing from Rs 3.95 lakh
crore in 2020-21 to Rs 12.39
lakh crore in 2024-25,
underscoring their critical role
in boosting Indias economy
and strengthening global trade.

The MSME sector in India has

consistently  demonstrated
remarkable resilience and
adaptability, significantly

contributing to the nation’s
GDP over the years. The Gross
Value Added (GVA) by
MSMEs in Indias GDP was
29.7 per cent in 2017-18, rising
to 30.1 per cent in both 2022-
23.

To promote entrepreneurship
in rural India, Nagaraju said,
the government is very keen to
lend more to rural areas
through its various schemes.
As the country surges ahead,
he said, there is need to focus
on four things, quality, linkages
for exports, capacity building,
and support to achieve the
vision of Vikshit Bharat.

Inflows into mutual funds’ equity schemes
increase 14 per cent in December

PTI @ MUMBAI

nflows into mutual funds’

equity schemes increased by
over 14 per cent on-month to
Rs 41,156 crore in December,
even as market volatilities
continued.
The small and midcap schemes
of mutual funds continued to
attract investor interest with
inflows touching record highs
during the month, despite the
concerns being expressed
about the two segments for the

risk they portend, industry
body Amfi said.
Inflows  into  systematic

investment plans came at Rs
26,459 crore, up from
November’s Rs 25,320 crore.
The SIP  assets under
management stood at Rs 13.63
lakh crore, which is around a
fifth of the overall.

The overall assets under
management of mutual funds
came at Rs 66.93 lakh crore as
on December 31, 2024, which
was down from Rs 68.08 lakh
crore in the month-ago period.

chief
executive of the Association of
Mutual Funds of India (Amfi),
attributed the decline to mark-

Venkat  Chalasani,

to-market losses on
corrections as well as outflows
of Rs 1.27 lakh crore in debt
schemes, which is in line with
previous experience of a pull
out at the end of a quarter.

Responding to a question on
the continued interest in equity
funds and what to expect in the
future, Chalasani
acknowledged that there are
uncertainties which may

influence the market, like the
change in the US
administration with Donald
Trump as the President in
January, but added that Indian
investors continued to repose
faith in the equity market.
Pointing to the continued
interest in SIPs, Chalasani said
these inflows illustrate the
optimism of the investors in
the Indian markets over a long
term.
Asset management companies
launched a total of 33 new
fund offers during the month

through which over Rs 13,643
crore of money was mobilised,
Amfi said, adding that this was
higher than the 18 schemes
that collected over Rs 4,000
crore in November.
“Culmination of NFOs, SIPs
and lump sum purchase led to
an increase in net sales
numbers. Investor confidence
on mutual funds are an
efficient tool for investments
continue to remain strong,
Kotak  Mahindra AMC’s
national head for sales,
marketing and digital business
Manish Mehta said.

Within the equity schemes,
sectoral or thematic category
attracted investors with the
highest net inflow at Rs 15,331
crore, which is almost double
of the Rs 7,658 crore in
November.

The midcap category saw
inflows of Rs 5,093 crore in
December 2024, while the
smallcap category saw inflows
of Rs 4,667 crore, Amfi said,
adding that these are record
inflows.

Government to give 335,000 Crore
LPG sub31dy to IOC, BPCL, HPCL

PTI W NEW DELHI

The government is likely to
provide a subsidy of Rs
35,000 crore to state-owned
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
(IOC), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL), and
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) to
make up for losses they
incurred on selling the fuel this
fiscal, sources said.

The three fuel retailers have
kept the price of domestic LPG
unchanged at Rs 803 per 14.2-
kg cylinder since March 2024
despite a rise in input raw
material cost. This led to
under-recoveries on LPG sales,
and the resultant drastic fall in
their earnings in the April-
September (first half of current
2024-25 fiscal year).

The total under-recovery on
LPG sales for the industry in
the current fiscal is estimated
at about Rs 40,500 crore.
Against this, the government is
likely to provide Rs 35,000

crore in total spread over two
financial years, two sources
with knowledge of the matter
said.

I0C, BPCL and HPCL are
likely to get Rs 10,000 crore
during the current 2024-25
fiscal and the remaining Rs
25,000 crore in the next, they
said, adding that provision of
the subsidy is likely to be made
in the Union Budget for 2025-
26 that Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will
present on February 1.

Sources said there is an under-

recovery (or loss) of about Rs
240 per 14.2-kg cylinder that
the state-owned fuel retailers
sell to domestic households at
the current price of Rs 803.

Prices of domestic LPG are
regulated by government to
insulate domestic households
from high market rates.
Regulated prices are lower
than the Saudi CP - the
international benchmark used
to price domestic LPG. This is
because  domestic LPG
production is not sufficient to
meet the local demand and the

fuel has to be imported.

This leads to under-recoveries
and consequent losses to the
fuel retailers.

Government from time to time
compensates IOC, BPCL and
HPCL for these losses. The
three were previously paid Rs
22,000 crore compensation for
2021-22 and 2022-23 fiscal
year. This was against Rs
28,249 crore of under-
recovery.Of the Rs 40,500 crore
under-recovery estimated for
the current fiscal, IOC is likely
to account for Rs 19,550 crore,
HPCL Rs 10,570 crore and
BPCL Rs 10,400 crore,
according to sources.
Domestic LPG prices have
remained unchanged since
March 9, 2024, when they were
cut by Rs 100 per 14.2-kg
cylinder just before general
elections were announced.
Sources said international LPG
prices have remained
moderately high in 2024, even
during summers, leading to
under-recoveries.

Software migration caused error in

PTI W NEW DELHI

The governments initiative
to migrate SEZ data from
NSDL software to ICEGATE
system  for  streamlined
reporting of import data
caused double counting of
gold imports, resulting in
inflated figures and the issue
has now been largely rectified,
government sources said.

The downward revision has
provided the actual picture of
trade  deficit (difference
between  imports and
exports), which was earlier
looking very high. The deficit
for November will now be
revised downwards from USD
37.84 billion to about USD
32.8 billion. Similarly, there

will be a revision in overall
import numbers as well.

On account of the correction,
the commerce ministry has
revised downwards the gold
import data for November by
USD 5 billion to USD 9.84
billion and for the first eight
months of the current fiscal by
USD 11.7 billion to USD 37.38
billion.

The double counting occurred
as imports into the country
and the clearances from SEZs
(special economic zones) to
domestic tariff area (DTA)
were counted twice due to
technical glitches.

The double counting which
occurred on account of
migration of NSMDL to
ICEGATE has now being

largely rectified, but the
migration is still underway,
the sources said.

“Correction and revision of
data is part and parcel of
framework of statistics world
over. The data compilation is a
complicated process as it
involves collection of data
from over 500 locations and
over 2.5 lakh transactions take
place every day;” they said.
They added that corrections
and revisions of data is a
standard practice and an
integral part.

“Revision and corrections do
happens in data. This is a
normal drill of statistics,” they
said.

Exports and imports take
place mainly from two places

gold import computation; issue largely rectified: Sources

— airports and seaports. SEZ
(special economic zones)
numbers were earlier counted
separately (on NSDL system)
as these zones are treated as
foreign entities in terms of

provisions related to customs.
In May last, it was decided to
migrate from NSDL to
ICEGATE.

India’s trade data compilation
process starts with exporters

and importers filing Shipping
Bills (for exports) and Bills of
Entry (for imports) through
the Electronic Data
Interchange (EDI) system at
Customs. All the data comes
to the server of ICEGATE.
The Indian Customs
Electronic Gateway
(ICEGATE) is the national
portal of Indian Customs of
the Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
that provides e-filing services
to trade, cargo carriers and
other  trading  partners
electronically.

Customs officials verify these
documents for compliance
and assign a  unique
transaction number upon
clearance. The verified data is

then transmitted to the
DGCIS in real-time.
DGCIS validates the data to

correct errors and aggregates

it by commodity, trade
partner, port, and mode of
transport.

The data is standardised into a
consistent format, with trade
values converted to USD for
global comparability.

The Kolkata-based DGCIS
prepares a  preliminary
monthly trade report, which is
reviewed and shared with
government  departments.
After further validation, the
final data is published in
reports such as Monthly Trade
Statistics, Annual Reports,
and Country-wise Trade Data.
This data is disseminated

through  DGCIS  press
releases, government websites,
and the Export-Import
Databank, and is also shared
with global agencies like

WTO (World Trade
Organisation) and IMF
(International Monetary
Fund).

Trade data is periodically
revised to incorporate updates
from Customs. Key agencies
involved in this process
include  DGCIS, CBIC
(Customs), the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, and
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).

This comprehensive process
ensures accurate and reliable
trade data for policymaking
and analysis.

TCS Q3 net profit rises 11.95 per cent
to 312,380 Crore, employee pase dips

PTI W MUMBAI

India’s largest IT services
company TCS on Thursday
reported an 11.95 per cent
jump in net profit at Rs
12,380 crore in the December
quarter while the overall
workforce reduced by over
5,000 employees.

The Tata Group company had
reported a net profit of Rs
11,058 crore in the year-ago
period, and Rs 11,909 crore
in the preceding September
quarter.

The company’s revenue grew
5.6 per cent to Rs 63,973
crore as against Rs 60,583
crore a year earlier. However,
it was down from Rs 64,259
crore in the September
quarter.

New order bookings came at
USD 10.2 billion in what is
termed as a seasonally
challenging quarter due to
the holiday season.

Chief Executive K
Krithivasan said the new
orders were across industries,

geographies and service lines,
which lends a “good visibility
to long-term growth”.

He said the banking, financial
services and insurance, along
with consumer businesses are
returning to growth and there
are early signs of a revival in
discretionary spend in some
verticals.

These two trends, along with
continuing strong growth in
regional markets makes the
company confident for the
future, he added.

The operating profit margin
came at 24.5 per cent as
against 24.1 per cent in the
quarter-ago period, but still
lower than the aspirational

bracket.
The  overall  workforce
reduced by over 5,000

employees during the three
months under review, and the
overall base stood at 6.07 lakh
as of December this year. The
IT services attrition stood at
13 per cent.

Chief Human Resources
Officer Milind Lakkad said
campus hirings are going
according to plan and the
company is preparing to
onboard a higher number of
campus hires next year.

The company board
announced a dividend of Rs
76 per share, including a
special dividend of Rs 66 per
share.

TCS also announced the
acquisition of land bank in
Bengaluru from a Tata Group
company for Rs 1,625 crore.
The TCS scrip closed 1.72 per
cent down at Rs 4,036.65
apiece on the BSE on
Thursday, as against a 0.68
per cent correction on the
benchmark.

Rupee recovers from record low to settle
four paise higher at 85. 87 against US dollar

PTI W MUMBAI

he rupee recovered slightly

from its record low and
settled with a gain of 4 paise at
85.87 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday amid
firm American currency and
elevated level of crude oil
prices.
According to forex analysts,
relentless selling in domestic
equities and outflow of foreign
capital kept the local unit
under pressure, while dollar
strengthened on improved
macroeconomic prospects in
the US.
They said, uncertainties related
to trade restrictions ahead of

the change in UsS
administration under
President Donald Trump
continued to fuel dollar

demand, while concerns over
Federal Reserve’s move to
delay interest cut kept the
country’s benchmark treasury
yields elevated.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
its historic low level of 85.94
and touched an intra-day peak

of 85.84 before ending the
session at 85.87 (provisional)
against the greenback, 4 paise
higher from its previous close.
On Wednesday, the rupee
plunged 17 paise to settle at its
all-time low closing level of
85.91 against the dollar.

Anuj Choudhary, Research
Analyst at Mirae Asset
Sharekhan, said the surge in
US bond yields and FII
outflows pressured the rupee.
The US macroeconomic data
was mixed, with weekly
unemployment claims
favouring the greenback while
non-farm employment data
was disappointing.

“We expect rupee to trade with
a negative bias on weak

domestic markets, strong
dollar and rising US treasury
yields. Elevated crude oil prices
and FII outflows also put
downside pressure on the
domestic currency. However,
any RBI intervention may
support rupee at lower levels.
Investors may watch out for
non-farm payrolls report.
USD-INR  spot price is
expected to trade in a range of
Rs 8575 to Rs 86.10
Choudhary said.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.05
per cent higher at 108.98. The
10-year US bond yields also
remained elevated at 4.67 per
cent. Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, fell 0.03 per cent
to USD 76.14 per barrel in
futures trade.

In the domestic equity market,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
declined sharply by 528.28
points, or 0.68 per cent, to
settle at 77,620.21 points, while
the Nifty dropped 162.45
points, or 0.69 per cent, to
23,526.50 points.

POWERGRID SIGNS MASTER AGREEMENT WITH
EPRI, USA FOR STRATEGIC COLLABORATION

Power Grid Corporation of India
a
Sector
Enterprise under Ministry of Power,
Government of India, has taken a
towards
collaborative technical research by
signing a ‘Master Agreement’ with
non-profit energy
development

Limited

(POWERGRID),
‘Maharatna’

Public

significant step

independent,
research  and
organization EPRI, USA.

BIMA SAKHI CROSSES 50,000 MARK

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched LIC’s BIMA SAKHI Yojana
at Panipat, on December 9, 2024. Bima Sakhi Yojana is a step
towards Viksit Bharat through women empowerment which will
provide social security to the families. LIC of India is proud to be a
partner in Viksit Bharat by including women as partners in the
nation’s progress by providing them with opportunity of becoming

BIMA SAKHI and self-reliant.

UNITING HEARTS, BRIDGING CULTURES: THE LEGACY
OF SYCORIAAN MATRIMONIAL SERVICES

LUCKNOW: Sycoriaan Matrimonial Services is proud to celebrate
28 years of excellence in matchmaking, connecting people across
cultures and continents to create lasting relationships. With a
focus on personalised services, Sycoriaan has become a trusted
name in the matrimonial industry, blending tradition and modern
technology to foster meaningful connections.
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A GLIMPSE INTO WANCHO CULTURE

¢

yth, Memory & Folktale of
the Wancho Tribe of
Arunachal Pradesh by Tara
Douglas  and  Jatwang
Wangsa is a remarkable
work that provides readers with a rich and
insightful exploration of the Wancho tribe, a
prominent indigenous community from the
hilly regions of Arunachal Pradesh, India.
This book serves as a vital document of the
tribe’s deep-rooted cultural heritage, values
and social dynamics. The authors combine
thorough research with a nuanced
narrative, bringing to life the tribe’s
traditions, worldview and their historical
context in a way that resonates with readers
from various backgrounds.
A standout feature of the book is the
authors” deep dive into the animistic belief
system of the Wancho tribe. The book
illustrates how the Wanchos view nature not
simply as a physical environment, but as an
interconnected and spiritual entity. In the
tribe’s worldview, animals, plants and
natural features like rivers and mountains
possess spirits that are integral to the tribes
existence. This perspective is explored
through a variety of captivating myths, such
as the story of Ganghan, the sun and his
younger brother Katgong. These stories
embody the tribe’s philosophy of balance
between humans and nature. The authors
succeed in conveying the depth of this
belief, which challenges the modern

tendency to view nature as a resource to be
exploited, making it especially relevant in
today’s environmentally conscious world.
The authors also offer a historical
perspective that highlights the tribe’s
warrior culture, especially the practice of
headhunting and its role in the tribe’s
defense against external threats. One of the
most compelling historical accounts in the
book is the detailed retelling of the Nyinu
massacre of 1875, where the Wanchos
ambushed British surveyors and killed 80 of
them. The authors provide a balanced view
of the event, contextualising it within the
tribe’s broader resistance to colonial forces.
Rather than painting the tribe as “savage” or
“violent,” the book reframes the incident as
an act of self-defense and an effort to
protect their land and way of life. This
nuanced portrayal is an important
contribution, as it challenges reductive and
one-sided portrayals of indigenous people
in history.

In addition to the grand myths and
historical narratives, the book also provides
intimate stories that offer a glimpse into the
everyday lives of the Wancho people. These
personal tales of love, sacrifice and family
serve to humanise the tribe, making their
culture more relatable and accessible. For
instance, the stories of tribal elders, who
hold deep connections to the land and
community, underscore the importance of
kinship and collective memory within the

Myth, Memory & Folktale of the Wancho Tribe of

Arunachal Pradesh explores the cultural heritage, myths and
challenges of the Wancho community, says SAKSHI PRIYA

Wancho society. These stories are not only
culturally enriching but emotionally
engaging, as they capture universal themes
that resonate with readers on a personal
level.

Moreover, the book does not shy away from
addressing the challenges the Wancho tribe
faces in the modern world. One of the more
poignant aspects of the book is its
examination of the tensions between
traditional practices and the pressures of
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ABOUT THE BOOK

Book: Myth, Memory & Folktale of the
Wancho Tribe of Arunachal Pradesh
by Tara Douglas and Jatwang
Douglas
Publisher: Niyogi Books

Price: T599

modernisation. As younger generations
drift away from their ancestral ways, the
tribe’s rich oral traditions and cultural
practices are at risk of being lost. The
authors acknowledge this tension and
highlight efforts within the community to
preserve its heritage. This theme of cultural
preservation is one of the book’s most
powerful messages, as it calls attention to
the fragility of indigenous cultures in the
face of rapid societal changes. The book
emphasises the importance of safeguarding
these cultural traditions, which offer
valuable lessons for the contemporary
world.

A key strength of the book is how it bridges
the gap between academic research and
cultural preservation. The authors not only
provide anthropological study but also offer
a platform for the voices of the Wancho
people themselves. The book does not
present the tribe through the lens of an
outsider, but rather allows the Wanchos to
tell their own stories in their own words.
This respectful and inclusive approach
ensures that the cultural heritage of the
Wancho tribe is portrayed authentically,
giving readers an opportunity to engage
directly with the community’s worldview.
This is a refreshing departure from many
studies that tend to objectify indigenous
communities as subjects to be studied
rather than active participants in their own
representation.

In terms of writing style, the authors strike a
delicate balance between scholarly rigor and
engaging storytelling. The book is accessible
and enjoyable to read, making it suitable for
both academic audiences and casual readers
with an interest in indigenous cultures. The
authors work the myths, histories and
personal stories together in a way that is
both informative and captivating, ensuring
that readers stay engaged while gaining
valuable insights into the Wancho culture.
Myth, Memory & Folktale of the Wancho
Tribe stands as a comprehensive and
insightful portrayal of the Wancho people,
their beliefs, traditions and struggles.
Through meticulous research and a
compassionate understanding of the tribes
way of life, Tara Douglas and Jetwang
Wangsa have created a significant
contribution to the documentation of
indigenous cultures in India.

The book provides not only a deeper
understanding of the Wanchos but also a
broader perspective on the importance of
preserving cultural diversity in a rapidly
changing world. This book is highly
recommended for anyone interested in
anthropology, folklore, indigenous studies
or the preservation of cultural heritage. It is
a valuable resource that offers both
academic insight and emotional resonance,
making it an important read for those who
seek to understand the depth and richness
of indigenous Cultures.

LOVE, LOSS AND PSYCHE

Book: Muffin: A Love Story
Author: Rahul Sharma
Publisher: OM International
Books
Price: 3295

Book: Ex Object: The art of
Holding on, Letting go
Publisher: OM International
Books
Price: 3695

Book: Liberal Hearts
Author: Nayantara Violet Alva
Publisher: Ebury Press
Price: 3350

Book: The Drowning
Author: Nidhi Upadhyay
Publisher: Ebury Press
Price: 3299

BY TEAM VIVA

is a riveting debut that

masterfully intertwines themes
of mental health, love, loss and the
fragility of human sanity. It is a novel
born from an extraordinary journey
of self-discovery, research and lived
experience, offering readers an
unfiltered  glimpse into  the

Rithwik Aryan’s Out of Madness

complexities of the human psyche.

Aryans path to writing Out of
Madness is as unconventional as the
book itself. A dropout from Harvard
Extension School, Aryan chose the

RITHWIK ARYAN

ABOUT THE BOOK

Book: Out of Madness
by Rithwik Aryan

Publisher: Occam (an imprint of
BluOne Ink)

Price: 499

unpredictable path of storytelling
over academia, immersing himself
for over a year in the raw and
unsettling environment of India’s
most notorious mental asylums. This
decision infuses the novel with an
authenticity that is rare and striking.
The narrative follows Mason Moron,
a psychology professor at Nalanda
University who stages his death after
discovering his wife’s infidelity. He
and Bahubali, an eccentric politician
who is bent on shooting a cult adult
film, get sucked into the tornado of
insanity that compels their trip to a
mental hospital, alongside a man
blighted by normalisation, Mr. Staci,
who is also trying to face her inner
demons.

Critiques of Aryan are equally
accompanied by Aryans own ability
to navigate through and critique

Aryan’s anguish, the same sheds light
on how men are coerced into hiding

their  feelings.  Using  Aryan
masculinity and its portrayal through
the character of Mason and

Barbrugio, Aryan contemplates on
how masculinity comes with grief
and vulnerability, wherein, Aryan
poses those males do not have to
stoically conform to societal gender
norms. Aryan in a more sensitive
manner showcases the effect of
societal pressures and expectations in
suppressing feelings in men.

What can be termed as one of Aryan’s
strongest suit shines in this very novel,
the other novels that Aryan has
penned encapsulate emotion through
an  extremely fact-based and
observational lens. Aryan unlike many
others who idealistically view and
comment on other’s pain, stayed in a

mental asylum while conducting
empirical research, the combination of
these two polarising views helped him
stably sit in the middle.

Aryan’s characters are multifaceted,
each grappling with their own
struggles. Mason’s existential crisis,
Bahubali’s delusional ambition and
Staci’s haunting past create a web of
intersecting narratives that challenge
readers to reflect on the nature of
obsession, love, and redemption.

The booK’s philosophical undertones
deepen its impact, as Aryan delves into
profound questions about freedom,
identity and the human condition. The
interplay of grief and desire, sanity and
insanity, creates a narrative that is as
thought-provoking as it is emotionally
charged.

The novel is not without its quirks. Its
wild plot twists, dark humor and
sometimes surreal narrative might
alienate readers seeking a more
conventional storyline. However, these
elements make Out of Madness stand
out as a fearless work that refuses to
conform.

Out of Madness is a bold debut that
challenges societal norms and delves
deep into the human psyche. Aryan’s
unflinching honesty, coupled with his
evocative prose, makes this a must-
read for those interested in mental
health, emotional complexity, and the
chaos of human existence.

Rithwik Aryan has crafted a tale that is
as much a reflection of his own
journey as it is a story of his characters.
With its raw emotion, intricate
storytelling, and philosophical depth,
Out of Madness cements Aryan’s place
as a writer to watch.

India.

ad(e) In India penetrates the rich and

l \ / I amusing psyche of Indianness and
Indian people. More than the politics

of the nation, it presents the very essence of a
nation - its people, its peculiarities, its
languages,

multitude of caste
superstitions, and an even
bigger multitude of Gods
and Goddesses worshiped.
It provides a vivid
illustration of the chaotic
nature of the Indian
metropolitan areas, the
obsession inherited by its
people with movie stars
and their characteristics,
and the Indian concept of
optimistically doing
whatever it takes to solve
or fix a problem, termed
‘jugaad.

It also underlines Indian
culinary art, the diversity
of the cultural and
traditional practices of
society, and the various
forms of art present in the
nation, showcasing how
the integration of such
diversity  unifies the
country, even in terms of
conflicted domains. Out
of a combination of

satirical humour, perceptive and nuanced
observations, and a repository of Indian
expressions, the authors have come up with an
engaging and illuminating account of the
intricate web that is India. This, in turn,
makes the book very interesting and highly
recommended for someone who wants to
discover the informatic and spiritual side of

Get in touch at vivacity@dailypioneer.com

systems,

Book: Maupassant and a Cigar

Author: By Tho Mu Ragunathan

Publisher: Niyogi Books
Price: <620

The Essence of Indian Life

BY GYANESHWAR DAYAL

Mad(e) In India humorously and cleverly

depicts what it is

various cultures

ABOUT THE BOOK

Book: Mad(E) In India
by Tarika Roy and Soumya Gupta

Publisher: Om Publishers

Price: 3499

country,

to clear them.

to be Indian and how it is to

live in this country. The authors of the book
discuss Indian life and its various aspects,
such as the panoply of languages spoken, the

and religions, and even the

everyday life and the unique approaches to

solving problems, also
known as jugaad, as per
Indian traditions.

The book takes note of the
idiosyncratic lifestyles of
people living in different
metropolises  of  the
nation, their compulsive
fandom for movie stars,
and the motley of food,
customs, and ethnic
handicrafts within the
country. The authors
demonstrate how one
thread generalises the
millions of complexities
that exist in the Indian
fabric - the ability of India
to hold within itself so
many differences.

One can sense that the
authors are writing in a
conversational yet
humorous way, which in
many places comes laced
with Indian expressions,
making Mad(e) In India

an interesting read even for those who merely
seek entertainment. In case you have ever
wondered how the Hindi film industry has
always had a glamorised image of this
Mad(e) In India is
informative, providing a comprehensive look
at how such misconceptions arise and helping

fun and
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PTI ® LONDON
ucas Bergvall’s first goal
I for Tottenham secured
a 1-0 win over
Liverpool in the on

Wednesday in a first-leg
match notable for a serious-
looking injury to Rodrigo
Bentancur and the first in-
stadium announcement by a
referee in the English game.
The 18-year-old Bergvall
slotted home the winner in
the 86th minute following a
pass from Dominic Solanke,
who thought 10 minutes
earlier that he had given
Tottenham the lead. That
goal was ruled out after a
VAR check for offside and
referee  Stuart  Attwell
communicated the decision
via a wireless microphone to
spectators inside Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium and to TV
viewers.

In the sixth minute,
Bentancur — the Uruguay
midfielder who plays for
Tottenham — fell to the
ground and lay prone after
landing awkwardly when

attempting a header from a
corner. He was carried off on
a stretcher, to applause from
around the ground, after
receiving treatment during a
10-minute  delay  and
Tottenham manager Ange
Postecoglou confirmed after
the game that Bentancur was
“conscious” and talking.

The second leg is at Anfield
on Feb. 6.

Newcastle leads Arsenal 2-0
after the first leg of the other
semifinal match.

Liverpool, the defending
League Cup champion, saw
its 24-match unbeaten run in
all competitions come to an
end and there was a hint of
controversy about only the
team’s second loss of the
season.

Visiting players and manager
Arne Slot were unhappy that
Bergvall was on the field to
score what proved to be the
winning goal after he
escaped collecting a second
yellow card for a foul on
Kostas Tsimikas moments
earlier. Indeed, Tsimikas was
off the field, waiting to come

sports 12

back on having received
treatment following
Bergvall's tackle, when the
Sweden midfielder tucked
home his finish.

Slot earned a yellow card
himself for his protests,
though he shook Attwell’s
hand after the final whistle.
“The decision he made had a
lot of impact on the result
tonight,” Slot said.

Liverpool captain Virgil van
Dijk said it was “quite
obvious” that Bergvall
deserved a second yellow
card.

“And a minute later he scores
the winner,” Van Dijk said.
“He (Attwell) made a
mistake, in my opinion. And
I told him that”

It was a busy end to the
match for Attwell, who took
center stage after there was a
video review following
Solanke’s strike in the 76th
minute. After being notified
that Solanke was offside,
Attwell used the public
address system to declare the
goal had been ruled out, in
an NFL-style announcement.

The League Cup semifinals
were chosen to pilot a
process in England that has
been widely used in other
sports, and in soccer at the
Womens World Cup in
Australia and New Zealand
in 2023 and other FIFA
events.

Kinsky’s dream debut
Three days after signing
from Sparta Prague, Antonin
Kinsky — a 21-year-old
goalkeeper from the Czech
Republic — was handed his
debut by Tottenham and he
kept a clean sheet after
producing a string of great
saves, notably from
Liverpool substitute Darwin
Nunez.

His parents and sister were
in the crowd to watch him
play his first match in
English soccer and he was
emotional after the game.

“I have never dreamed this,”
Kinsky said.

Tottenham signed the highly
rated Kinsky with first-
choice goalkeeper Guglielmo
Vicario  currently  out
injured.

Aiming for hat-trick of

SA20 titles:

PTI W CAPE TOWN

Sunrisers Eastern Cape
skipper Aiden Markram
says his side is pumped up to
make it a hat-trick of titles at
the SA20 as it faces MI Cape
Town in its opening game.

Markram’s team has won both

the  editions of  the
competition so far. The
tournament begins days after
South  Africa  blanked

Pakistan in a Test series at
home.

“Definitely still really pumped
to try and get a third one this
year. Obviously, (there are) no
guarantees and its a hugely
competitive tournament, so
hopefully in a month’s time
something cool can happen,’
Markram said during the
Captains’ Day press
conference here.

Former South Africa captain
Faf du Plessis said his side
Joburg Super Kings haven't
got the ideal weather to
finalise its preparations as it
has rained for the last few
days in Johannesburg, but his
players are surely up for a
fight.

“From my side, the weather
has been a bit of a downer
down in Joburg, it’s been
pretty wet. But from a squad
perspective, some  great
signings in Joburg too, and
you know the likes of Jonny
Bairstow, Devon Conway,
(Matheesha) Pathirana,” du
Plessis said.

“Those three and

guys

Markram

(Tabraiz) Shamsi, obviously,
have a lot of experience that
comes with them. So, all in all,
our squad are looking very
balanced. Two injuries, that
wasn't ideal for our pace
attack for Nandre Burger and
Lizaad Williams. But we still
feel we have enough options
to put out a well balanced
team,” he added.

MI Cape Town’s Rashid Khan
said his side was determined
to put a better show in the
third edition.

“I think from the first year we
had some really close games
and it just didn't go our way.
We had some great cricket last
year as well, some wonderful
cricket,” he said.

“But it was just more about
the result, it didn't come our
way. In the fresh year, we'll go
with a fresh mind. We have
some new faces in the team.
We're looking forward to the
new challenges and hopefully
this year it won't be the same
in the last few years”

Paarl Royals’ captain David
Miller said the
competitiveness in the league
has benefitted South African
cricket to a major extent.

“It’s been two special years for
us, but also for the
competition  itself.  Just
playing with the competitive
juices that we have, all the
games are really fun to be a
part of, as well as having
incredible overseas players, all
the coaches are around,” he
said.

I think he will be the next captain:
Gavaskar on Jasprit Bumrah

PTI W SYDNEY

he  legendary  Sunil

Gavaskar is in awe of
Jasprit Bumral’s leadership
qualities and reckons the
peerless fast bowler will
succeed Rohit Sharma as the
next captain of the Indian team
following his extraordinary
display in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy.
Bumrah recently produced one
of the best-ever bowling
performances by an overseas
pacer in Australia and picked
32 wickets over five Tests.
He was also captain during
India’s only victory in the
series, helping the visitors to a
convincing win at the Optus
Stadium in Perth in the opener.
“He could be the next man. I
think he will be the next man.
Because he leads from the
front, he has got a very good air
about him, the air of a leader
but not somebody who is going
to pressure on you,” Gavaskar

aired his views on Channel 7.
The batting great added,
“Sometimes, you have captains
who put a lot of pressure on
you. With Bumrah you can see
that, he expects the others to
do what their job is, why they
are in the national team, but it
doesn’t seem to pressurise
anybody”

Bumrah has been
spearheading the Indian pace
attack for some years now and
his guidance has helped the

likes of Mohammed Siraj to
grow as a fast bowler.

“With the fast bowlers, he has
been absolutely brilliant,
standing at mid-off, mid-on
and every time just being at
hand to tell them. I think he
was absolutely brilliant and I
won't be surprised if he takes
over very soon.”

Bumrah took his wickets at an
incredible average of 13.06 and
an even better strike rate of
28.37 before pulling up injured

midway through Australia’s
first innings at the SCG in the
final Test.

In Bumrah’s absence, the home
team chased down 162 on the
third day to win the series 3-1.
The lead pacer was handed the
captaincy in the final Test after
the out-of-form Rohit Sharma
“opted out” but a back spasm
prevented Bumrah from
bowling on the crucial third
day.

Bumrah destroyed Australia in
Perth with eight wickets,
grabbed six wickets in the first
innings at the Gabba, and
nearly turned the Boxing Day
Test on its head with his
exploits on the fourth
afternoon at MCG.

In the series decider at SCG,
Bumrah sent back Usman
Khawaja and Marnus
Labuschagne early  in
Australias first innings but
could only bowl one over after
lunch on the second day when
the game was evenly poised.

Mandhana-led India eye dominant show in
first-ever bilateral series against Ireland

PTI W RAJKOT

on a

Riding high

to carry forward their

Friday.

India had swept the West Indies 3-0 in
the ODI series, following a 2-1 triumph
in the T20 series. Mandhana emerged as
the top run-scorer across formats,
scoring 148 runs in the ODI series,
including two half-centuries, and 193
runs in the T20s, with three successive

fifties.

Notably, she scored five consecutive half-
centuries, only missing out in the final u
ODI and Mandhana will look to bring the
same form as she leads the team in the
absence of regular captain Harmanpreet

dominant

performance against the West Indies,
India under Smriti Mandhana will look
winning
momentum when they take on Ireland in
the first-ever women’s bilateral series,
with the opening ODI scheduled here on

Kaur, who has been rested alongside fast
bowler Renuka Singh.

With Kaur and Renuka missing, the
responsibility shifts to the rest of the
batters, including Harleen Deol, Pratika
Rawal, and Jemimah Rodrigues, to step

p.
Deol was the top scorer in the ODI series
with 160 runs, including a brilliant 115,
while Rawal and Rodrigues also had solid

3
=l

outings, scoring 134 and 112 runs,
respectively, with a fifty each in the ODIs.
In the bowling department, Renukas
absence will be felt as she was the leading
wicket-taker with 10 wickets in the ODI
series against the West Indies.

The onus will now fall on newcomers
Titas Sadhu and Saima Thakor to make
their mark.

Sadhu, 20, who has three wickets in ODIs
and 13 wickets in T20Is, will be expected
to provide early breakthroughs, having
impressed with her pace and swing in
domestic and recent international cricket.

Saima, 28, will also look to continue her

good form after taking seven wickets in
eight ODIs so far.

Vice-captain and off-spinner Deepti
Sharma will be crucial, especially after
her career-best bowling performance of 6
for 31 in the third ODI against the West
Indies. Priya Mishra and Tanuja Kanwar
will play key roles in supporting Deepti.

Nathan McSweeney was
recalled to Australia’s test
squad on Thursday to tour Sri
Lanka, less than three weeks
after being dropped from the
top order.

Australia’s selectors announced
their squad Thursday for the
two-test tour, with several fresh
faces added to the group that
played India in Sydney last
week. Australia won the five-
test series 3-1 a nd clinched a
spot in the World Test
Championship against South
Africa at Lord’s in June.

Steve Smith will lead the squad
to Sri Lanka while regular
skipper Pat Cummins is on
leave as his wife awaits the
birth of the couple’s second
child.

Australia’s selectors
concentrated on spin for the
two Sri Lanka tests, with
uncapped 21-year-old Cooper
Connolly among the seven full
or part-time slow bowling
options in the 16-man squad.
Connolly, a left-arm
allrounder, has represented
Australia in limited-overs
cricket and has been called up
for his maiden test campaign
along with specialist spinners
Todd Murphy and Matthew
Kuhnemann.

McSweeney scored 72 runs at
an average of 14.4 in his first
three tests against India, before
being replaced by Sam Konstas
for the Melbourne Cricket
Ground test starting Dec. 26.
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I\'/I'é'Sweeney returns to
Australia squad for Sri
Lanka tour

PTI @ MELBOURNE

The 25-year-old McSweeney
has batted at No. 3 for South
Australia state this season —
averaging 97 — but has
previously batted further down
the order.

Cricket Australia also said
Cummins was “focusing on an
ankle issue which was
managed through the test
summer” and fellow paceman
Josh Hazlewood was
continuing his recovery from a
calf injury. Mitchell Marsh was
omitted for the tour, joining
Hazlewood in focusing on the
50-overs Champion’s Trophy
in Pakistan which immediately
follows the test tour.

The first test begins Jan. 29 and
the second Feb. 6, both at spin-
friendly Galle International
Stadium. A one-off one-day
international is scheduled for
Feb. 13, also at Galle.

“Sri Lanka is a challenging and
exciting place to tour given the
different conditions players
may be presented with)
selector George Bailey said.
“This squad provides several
ways to structure the XI
depending on what type of
wickets we may encounter in
each match”

Australia squad: Steve Smith
(captain), Sean Abbott, Scott
Boland, Alex Carey, Cooper
Connolly, Travis Head, Josh
Inglis, Usman Khawaja, Sam
Konstas, Matt Kuhnemann,
Marnus Labuschagne, Nathan
Lyon, Nathan McSweeney,
Todd Murphy, Mitchell Starc,
Beau Webster.

Australian Open 2025: Gases involving Jannik Sinner and Iga Swiatek make doping a top topic

PTI @ MELBOURNE

It is a topic that shadowed
tennis in 2024 and is still a
talking point as the 2025
Grand Slam season opens at
the Australian Open on
Sunday  (Saturday EST):
doping and the cases
involving Jannik Sinner —
which actually is still not fully
resolved — and Iga Swiatek.
Both spent much of last year
at No. 1, and Sinner still will
hold that spot in the ATP
rankings when he steps on
court at Melbourne Park to
begin the defense of his
championship, one of two
major trophies he won over
the past 12 months.

Swiatek, a five-time Slam
champ and the woman
leading the WTA rankings
most of the past three seasons,
is currently No. 2 behind
Aryna Sabalenka, who will be

chasing her third consecutive
title in Australia.

“Obviously, there are going to
be some negative comments,”
Swiatek said. “You're not going
to avoid that?”

Most current players prefer to
remain silent when asked
about the cases. But there are
those who have been happy to
weigh in, including 24-time
major champion Novak
Djokovic, raising questions
about whether Sinner and
Swiatek were treated the same
as other players facing similar
circumstances and why their
situations were kept under
wraps for months.

“I sit and wonder, Why such a
big difference in treatment
and judgment?” was two-time
major champion Simona
Haleps reaction to SwiateK’s
punishment. “I can’t find, and
I don't think there can be, a
logical answer””

Halep initially was banned for
four years after testing
positive for the banned drug
Roxadustat at the 2022 U.S.
Open, then had that penalty
reduced to nine months on
appeal — although she already
had been off the tour longer
than that. She was supposed to
compete at Melbourne Park
for the first time in three
years, but withdrew from
qualifying because of knee
and shoulder pain.

No one has been louder about
the subject lately than Nick
Kyrgios, the 2022 Wimbledon
runner-up who missed nearly
all of the past two seasons
because of injuries. He has
been commenting regularly,
in real life and online, even
taking a jab (that he said was
in jest) at Cruz Hewitt after
the 16-year-old son of
Australian Davis Cup captain
Lleyton posted a photo with

Sinner from a practice session.
“It’s been handled horrifically
in our sport. Two world No.
s, both getting done for
doping, is disgusting for our
sport, Kyrgios said at the
Brisbane International, the
first event of his comeback.
“It’s a horrible look”

Where do things stand with
Jannik Sinner’s positive drug
tests?

Sinner was the dominant
player in men’s tennis last year,
and there’s little reason to
think that won’t continue. In
2024, he went 73-6 with eight
titles, including at the U.S.

Open, and led Italy to the
Davis Cup. He heads into the
Australian Open on a 14-
match winning streak.

Hanging over it all is this: Two
positive tests for a trace
amount of an anabolic steroid
in March were made public in
August; the International
Tennis Integrity = Agency
(ITIA) determined he
shouldnt be  suspended
because the exposure to
Clostebol was considered
accidental — the result of a
massage from a trainer who
used the substance after
cutting his own finger.

The World Anti-Doping
Agency was not entirely
convinced about the

exoneration and thinks a ban
of one to two years would be
appropriate. Its appeal, lodged
in September, is still pending,
and a final determination is
expected after the Australian

Open ends.

“It's in (my) head a little bit,
Sinner said, adding that he is
confident everything will go
his way.

What happened with Iga
SwiateK’s failed doping test?
Swiatek accepted a one-month
suspension in late November
after testing positive for a
banned heart medication
known as TMZ. She failed an
out-of-competition test in
August, and the ITIA accepted
her explanation that it was
caused by the contamination
of a nonprescription
medication, melatonin, that
Swiatek was taking for jet lag
and sleeping issues.

She missed three tournaments
— although the real reason
wasn't revealed at the time —
and finished serving her
punishment after the season
was done.

“This whole process was

pretty abstract sometimes and
hard to understand,” Swiatek
said, surely speaking for many
observers.

Which is why, perhaps, Dutch
captain Paul Haarhuis said
what he did after his team lost
to Sinner’s Italy in the Davis
Cup finals.

“Jannik, in my personal
opinion, is an unbelievably
nice guy (and) great player,
Haarhuis said, “but we
(might) never know what
happened”

Are there other noteworthy
cases in tennis?

While Sinner and Swiatek will
compete in  Melbourne,
another player involved in a
recent ITIA case won't: Max
Purcell, who won men’s
doubles titles at the U.S. Open
in September and Wimbledon
in 2022 and was a two-time
runner-up at the Australian
Open.
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