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Bhagwat sparks I:ong, BJP row

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

fresh round of war of
Awords began between

the BJP and Congress as
the Opposition leader Rahul
Gandhi hit out at RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat saying that
his remark that India got “true
independence” after the Ram
temple consecration amounts
to treason and is an insult to
every Indian.
Rahul said his party was
fighting the “BJP, RSS and the
Indian state itself”, triggering a
row with the ruling BJP
alleging that everything the
Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha does or says is in the
direction of breaking India and
dividing the society.
Rahul’s criticism of RSS as well
as BJP drew a sharp response
from the BJP president JP
Nadda and his cabinet
colleagues including Nirmala
Sitharaman who asked what
for the Congress and Rahul
Gandhi carry a copy of the
Constitution when the Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sabha is
using such a language. Nadda
alleged that it is not a secret
that Rahul Gandhi and his
ecosystem have close links
with urban Naxals and the
deep state who want to
“defame, demean and
discredit” India.
“Mohan Bhagwat has the
audacity to say to the country
what he thinks about the
independence movement and
the Constitution. What he said
yesterday is treason... Because
he is stating that the
Constitution is invalid and the
fight against the British was
invalid,” Rahul said speaking at
the inauguration of the new
Congress headquarters in the
national Capital.
“He (Bhagwat)

has the

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge with Congress Parliamentary Party chairperson Sonia Gandhi during the inauguration

of the new All India Congress Committee (AICC) headquarters ‘Indira Bhawan', in New Delhi PTI

audacity to say this publicly. In
any other country, he would be
arrested and tried. That is a
fact) Rahul Gandhi said at the
inauguration of the Indira
Gandhi Bhawan. “To say that
India did not get independence
in 1947 is an insult to every
Indian. And it is time to stop
listening to this nonsense that
these people think they can
keep parroting out and
shouting;” he said.

Rahul said every party worker
is fighting this battle of
ideologies under difficult
circumstances where
institutions have been captured
by the BJP and the RSS and
investigative agencies are being

used against  opposition
leaders.

Congress president
Mallikarjun ~ Kharge also

condemned Bhagwats remarks
and warned that “it would
become difficult for him to
move around in the country if
he continues to make such
statements”. The leader of

opposition in the Lok Sabha
also hit out at the Election
Commission and alleged that
there is a “serious problem”
with the country’s election
system.

“It is the duty of the EC to
ensure  transparency  in
elections. If there is an increase
of one crore in (the number of)
voters in Lok Sabha and
Vidhan Sabha in Maharashtra,
it is the duty and sacred
responsibility of the EC to
show us exactly why this has
happened. There is a serious
problem with our election
system,” Rahul said.

Nadda who is also Union
Health Minister in Narendra
Modi cabinet said Congress
ugly truth now stands exposed
by their own leader. Everything
he has done or said has been in
the direction of breaking India
and dividing our society,
Nadda alleged.

Sitharaman said the LoP, who
was sworn in by taking oath on
the Constitution, is now saying

that grand old party is fighting
the BJP, the RSS and the Indian
State itself. Sharing a video clip
of Rahul’s remarks, BJP IT
department  head  Amit
Malviya said, “Rahul Gandhi
has now declared an open war
against the Indian State itself.
This is straight out of George
Soros’s playbook”

The BJP president charged that
the Congress has a history of
encouraging all those forces
who want a weak India. “Their
greed for power meant
compromising the nation’s
integrity and betraying the
trust of the people,” Nadda
said, adding, people of India
are wise, and they have decided
they will always reject Rahul
Gandhi and his rotten
ideology.

At a press conference, BJP
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
said Rahul Gandhi had taken
oath to preserve the country’s
sovereignty and integrity but is
now speaking fighting the
Indian state.

Meta apologises over
Zuckerberg comment

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B NEW DELHI

midst the raging controversy over

comments by Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg
on the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, the social
media giant on Wednesday tendered apology.
Meta India vice president Shivnath Thukral
apologised for Zuckerberg’s
remarks and said it was an
“inadvertent error”.
BJP leader Nishikant Dubey said
he treated the matter of Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg’s
remarks on Indian elections as
“closed” after the official of the
social networking platform
tendered the apology.
Zuckerberg, in a podcast, had
claimed that the incumbent
government in India lost power
in the 2024 elections due to its handling of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw had
debunked  Zuckerberg’s  remarks  as
misinformation, and made it clear that Meta
must uphold facts and credibility.
“A Meta India official has finally apologised for
the mistake. This is a victory of the common
citizens of India, Dubey, who chairs the
Parliamentary Committee on Information

Technology, said in a social media post. Dubey
had on Tuesday said that the panel will summon
the firm following its chairman’s comments that
India’s ruling dispensation lost the Lok Sabha
election last year.

On Wednesday, Dubey said people elected
Narendra Modi as prime minister for the third
consecutive term which was a
testimony to  his  strong
leadership. “Now the
responsibility of our committee
ends on this issue. We treat this
issue closed. However, we will
continue to hold these social
platforms to account in the future
on other issues,” Dubey added.
Earlier, Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw had called out the
remarks made by Zuckerberg on
the Joe Rogan podcast.
Zuckerberg’s claim that most incumbent
governments, including India in 2024 elections,
lost post-COVID is factually incorrect,
Vaishnaw had said in a social media post.

“As the world’s largest democracy, India
conducted the 2024 elections with over 640
million voters. People of India reaffirmed their
trust in NDA led by PM Narendra Modi’s
leadership,” said Vaishnaw, who is Minister for
Information and Broadcasting as well as IT.

Noida parking
dispute ends in
gun violence

STAFF REPORTER W
NEW DELHI/NOIDA

On late Monday night at
Radha Sky Gardens, a
residential ~ complex  in
Greater Noida, a parking
dispute took a violent turn,
resulting in a resident
opening fire. The altercation,
which had been building for
days, finally escalated when
Gaurav Sisodia, a resident of
the society, fired six shots
from his licensed firearm.

GRAP IV implemented WEATHER

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

The Centre on Wednesday
re-imposed Stage-1V of the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) in the Delhi-National
Capital Region (NCR) after air
quality deteriorated. GRAP
Stage IV curbs include a ban
on all construction activities,
the entry of non-essential
polluting trucks into Delhi,
and mandatory shifting of
school classes, except for
classes 10 and 12, to hybrid
mode. Non-essential diesel
trucks are prohibited from
entering Delhi, while Delhi-

Fortunately, none of the
security guards, who were the
targets of the gunfire, were
injured, managing to escape

the scene unharmed. The
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chief o

f the Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi during the commissioning ceremony of
three Indian Navy warships INS Surat, INS Nilgiri and INS Vaghsheer, at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai PTI

Modi commissions three naval warships

TN RAGHUNATHA ® MUMBAI

Stressing the importance of
enhancing and
modernising Indias military
capabilities in the 21st
century, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said here on
Wednesday that “be it land,
water, air, the deep sea or
infinite space,” India was
safeguarding its interests well.
Speaking at a ceremony after
commissioning three
frontline naval combatants
INS Surat, INS Nilgiri, and
INS Vagsheer on the occasion
of Army Day, the Prime
Minister said that as part of
its continuous reforms in the
defence sector, India had

established the Chief of
Defence Staff and was
progressing towards the

implementation of theatre
commands to make the
armed forces more efficient.

Averring that “India is today
recognized as a reliable and
responsible partner globally,
especially in the Global
South,” the Prime Minister
said that “India operates with
a spirit of development, not
expansionism,” and the
country had always
supported an open, secure,
inclusive, and prosperous
Indo-Pacific Region. He said
that India considered the
defence and security of the
entire  region as  its

responsibility.

Modi said that when it came
to the development of coastal
nations, India introduced the
mantra of SAGAR (Security
And Growth for All in the
Region) and advanced with
this vision. “During India’s
leadership during its G20
presidency, we promoted the
mantra of ‘One Earth, One
Family, One Future. We also
implemented India’s vision of
‘One Earth, One Health’
during the global fight
against COVID-19,
underscoring India’s belief in
treating the world as one
family and its commitment to
inclusive development”

Kejriwal files nomination,
hﬂs ?4 2 [:I‘III‘B m assels

AAP National Convener Arvind Kejriwal file his nomination for Delhi Assembly

polls
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RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

he Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) national convener,
Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday filed his
nomination from the New
Delhi constituency, declaring a
family net worth of Rs 4.2
Crore. In 2020, Kejriwal had
declared assets worth Rs 3.4
Crore, a marginal increase of
Rs 1.3 Crore from 2015.
Kejriwal’s total assets were
worth Rs 2.1 Crore in 2015.
On the other hand, BJP
candidate from the New Delhi
seat and former MP Parvesh
Sahib Singh Verma has a total
of Rs 77,89,34,554 in movable
assets, including Rs 2.2 Crore
in cash, while his wife, Swati
Singh, has Rs 17,53,60,937 in
movable assets, including
jewelry worth more than Rs 45
Lakhs.

According to  Kejriwals
affidavit submitted to the
Election Commission (EC),
Kejriwal has a total of Rs
3,46,849 in movable assets,
including Rs 50,000 in cash-in-

hand. His wife, Sunita
Kejriwal, has movable assets
worth Rs 1,00,89,655,

including Rs 42,000 in cash-in-
hand. His immovable assets are
worth Rs 1.7 Crore. The
affidavit also revealed that
Kejriwal owns no house or car.
According to the affidavit,
Kejriwal's income for the
financial year 2023-24 was Rs
7.21 Lakh. Sunita Kejriwal’s
total assets are worth Rs 2.5
Crore, with over Rs 1 Crore in
movable assets, including 320
grams of gold worth Rs 25
Lakh and one kilogram of
silver worth Rs 92,000, and Rs
1.5 Crore in immovable assets.

India to take legal action against
Ex-RAW Officer over Pannum plot

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B NEW DELHI

Ahigh-powered enquiry committee set up by
the Government has recommended legal
action against former RAW officer Vikash
Yadav, who was named by FBI for engaging
persons, caught for attempt to murder
Khalistani separatist and designated terrorist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun in New York in
2023. However the official statement did not
name him. The statement issued by Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) said after a long enquiry,
the committee has recommended legal action
against “an individual, whose earlier criminal
links and antecedents also came to notice
during the enquiry”

The probe was ordered after the US alleged
there was an attempt to kill Khalistani separatist
Pannun by Indian agents in New York in 2023.
US already arrested Nikhil Gupta and facing
charges for attempts to murder Pannun, who
has dual citizenship of America and Canada.
Pannun’s outfit Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) is banned
by MHA.

The MHA said on receipt of information
provided by US authorities regarding activities
of some organised criminal groups, terrorist
organisations, drug peddlers, etc., who
undermined the security interests of both India
and the US, a high-powered enquiry committee
was set up by the government of India in
November 2023. The committee conducted its
own investigations, and also pursued leads
provided by the US side and it received full
cooperation from US authorities and the two
sides also exchanged visits.

It further examined a number of officials from
different agencies and also scrutinised relevant
documents in this connection. “After a long
enquiry, the Committee has submitted its

report to the Government and recommended
legal action against an individual, whose earlier
criminal links and antecedents also came to
notice during the enquiry;” the statement said.
The committee has recommended that the legal
action must be completed expeditiously.

“The Committee has further recommended
functional improvements in systems and
procedures as also initiation of steps that could
strengthen Indias response capability, ensure
systematic controls and coordinated action in
dealing with matters like this;” the statement
said. While announcing the constitution of the
high-powered committee in November 2023,
the External Affairs Ministry had said it will
look into all relevant aspects of the matter
(security concerns raised by the US).

Earlier, the US said it had stopped a plot to kill
a Sikh separatist and warned India about
concerns about New Delhi’s involvement. The
US said it was treating the plot with utmost
seriousness and raised the issue with the Indian
government “at the senior-most levels”.

In December 2023, Yadav was arrested by Delhi
Police in a case of kidnapping and extortion
lodged against him. He is currently on bail in
this case.

Helmet fuels power cut in UP pump

BISWAJEET BANERJEE M HAPUR

Apetrol pump in Hapur’s Partapur
Road faced an unusual disruption |
when a lineman, angered by the [

1 received any formal complaint about
the disruption of supply at the petrol
pump. If a complaint is filed, necessary
action will be taken. The matter is
currently not under official scrutiny?”

denial of fuel for not wearing a | 3

helmet, cut off the pump’s power
supply. The incident led to a 20-
minute shutdown, causing chaos and
heated exchanges. The situation
intensified after a video of the altercation
went viral on social media.

In compliance with government
directives, two-wheeler riders without
helmets are not allowed to purchase fuel
at petrol pumps. This rule was being
enforced at the petrol pump on Partapur
Road.

According to Golu, a pump employee,
the lineman from the local power station
arrived at the pump to refuel his vehicle
without a helmet.

Upon being informed about the rule, the
lineman became irate and demanded
fuel, which was denied. In retaliation, he
reportedly cut off the pump’s power

supply, halting operations and creating
disarray among staff and customers.

Pump employees rushed to the nearby
transformer to confront the lineman

about the disconnection.  They
emphasized that the pump had no
outstanding electricity dues, questioning
the rationale behind the disruption.
After heated discussions, the power
supply was restored.

The incident gained traction after a
video of the event went viral, sparking
widespread criticism. Authorities are
now facing scrutiny over the lineman’s
actions and the lack of accountability in
such cases.

Arvind  Kushwaha, Sub-Divisional
Officer (SDO), stated, “We have not

Superintending  Engineer = S.K.
Agrawal added, “Such actions are
unacceptable. No establishment’s

power supply can be cut arbitrarily. We
will investigate the matter thoroughly
and take appropriate action”

This is not the first time power supply
disruptions have occurred without due
process. In a previous instance, several
officials, including a superintending
engineer, were suspended for cutting off
power to an industrial unit.

The incident underscores the challenges
in enforcing government directives and
the potential abuse of authority by
officials. With the viral video drawing
attention, public pressure on authorities
to act decisively has increased. Residents
and pump operators now await swift and
transparent action to prevent such
incidents in the future.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI/RAJKOT

ndian women’s cricket team

on Wednesday scripted
history by scoring highest
ever total of 435 runs in the
third and last one day
international (ODI) match
against Ireland in Rajkot. It
was defeated by a whopping
304 runs and Indian team
notched up its biggest ever
ODI win and completed a
three-nil clean sweep. Indian
skipper Smriti Mandhana
scored a century in just 70
balls thereby setting the stage
for the massive total.
Incidentally, it was highest
total by an Indian team -
men’s or womens - in ODIs.
India men’s highest ODI total
is 418/5 made against the
West Indies in Indore in 2011.
The result of the match was a
mere formality once India set

Break Illll HEI:III'II WIIII 433 Runs, Sweep

back.

Then spinners Tanuja Kanwar
(2/31) and Deepti Sharma
(3/27) took over, sharing five
wickets among them to
decimate the Irish line-up,

Ireland a massive target of
436, and Ireland could only
garner 131 before getting
bundled out in 31.4 overs.

India put the first step
forward towards a crushing
victory through record-
breaking Mandhana (135,

80b, 12x4, 7x6) and her
opening partner Pratika
Rawal (154, 129b, 20x4, 1x6),
reaching 435/5.

Mandhana and Rawal added a
whopping 233 runs for the
first wicket in just 26.4 overs
and there was no looking

which was well short on
experience.

Orla Prendergast (36) and
Sarah Forbes (41) added 64
runs for a fluent third wicket
stand that helped Ireland to
recover from a shaky 24 for
two to reach 88 without
further damage. But once
Prendergast was cleaned up
by Kanwar, India were all over
the tourists like a bad rash,
claiming the remaining seven
wickets for just 33 runs.

It also helped India eclipse
their previous largest margin
of victory (by runs) - 249
registered against the same
opposition in 2017 at
Potchefstroom, South Africa.
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Vote BJP in ULB polis for triple
engine government in State: Dhami

PNS m JYOTIRMATH

hief Minister Pushkar

Singh Dhami has said that
the objective of the State gov-
ernment is providing equal
opportunities to every citizen
of the State. He was address-
ing a public meeting on
Wednesday at Jyotirmath in
Chamoli in support of
Sushma Dimri, the BJP candi-
date for the position of Chair-
person municipal council of
Jyotirmath.

He said that the pace of de-
velopment will become three
times under the triple engine
government of BJP in the State
after victory of party candi-
dates in elections of urban
local bodies.

The CM said that under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the develop-
ment of the State has attained
new heights. He said that
work on the development of
Badrinath and Kedarnath

shrines is going on at a fast
pace and concrete steps are
being taken to improve health,
education, power and other
infrastructure in the rural and
urban areas of the State. Tak-
ing a dig at the opposition
Congress, the CM said that
while BJP is working dedicat-
edly for development of the
State, the Congress party has
always promoted corruption
in the State. The Congress has
always defamed the Sanatan

Dharma. Dhami warned that
in the unlikely scenario of
Congress party's victory, the
people will get only excuses
from the party and not devel-
opment. He added that the
Congress party has always en-
gaged in the politics of power
and has done nothing for the
development of the State.

The CM said that the state
government is working in the
direction of setting up a geot-

hermal power plant in Tapo-
van which will generate em-
ployment opportunities for
the local youngsters. He said
that the winter Char Dham
Yatra will give employment on
the Yatra route throughout the
Yatra. Dhami said that the
State government has spent a
sum of Rs 1,700 crore for re-
habilitation of people and sta-
bilisation of  subsidence
affected Jyotirmath.

The CM appealed to the
people to vote for BJP candi-
dates in the municipal elec-
tions.

The State president and the
Rajya Sabha MP Mahendra
Bhatt, former cabinet minister
Rajendra Bhandari, Nikesh
Chauhan, Shailendra Panwar,
Kishore Panwar, Sandeep
Nautiyal, Krishnamani Thap-
liyal and others were present
on the occasion.

Aggarwal to continue as MS of
GDMC hospital till new appointment

PNS m DEHRADUN

To ensure that the oper-
ations of Government
Doon Medical
(GDMC) remain
unaffected, the
medical superinten-
dent Dr Anurag Ag-
garwal, who had
earlier submitted his
resignation letter to
the principal Dr
Geeta Jain, citing
the clinical burden

College

Allaying any such appre-
hension, Jain said that
though he had resigned as

arrangements they have
made. “Aggarwal will con-
tinue to work as MS till the

the post have been so-
licited. We have also asked
the doctors working here

to volunteer.

" R e WY They should
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U’khand Roadways
bus overturns in

Uttarkashi

PNS m DEHRADUN

bus of Uttarakhand

Roadways carrying 30
passengers veered off the
road and overturned near
Jakhol in Uttarkashi district.
The bus was en route to
Dehradun when the accident
occurred just two kilometres
ahead of Jakhol, near

Sunakundi village, as per the

officials. According to them,
the bus lost control and over-
turned at the edge of the
road due to which 14 passen-

gers were injured out of
which six required urgent
medical attention. The offi-
cials said that the rescue
team of the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) was
called at the spot that trans-
ported the injured to the
nearest Community Health
Centre in Mori. An ambu-
lance was also dispatched
from Mori to the accident
site to ensure timely aid.
The Uttarkashi district
magistrate Meharban
Singh Bisht also directed
local authorities to ensure
proper medical care for the
injured.

He also contacted one of
the passengers of the bus,
Surendra Singh, a resident
of Jakhol, to gather details
about the incident and the
well-being of all passen-
gers. The officials said that
as per the initial inquiry, it
appears that the driver lost

control of the bus but the au-
thorities are yet to ascertain
the cause. The investigation
is ongoing, they added.

uttarakhand 02

Ensure error free,

transparent counting
of votes: DM

PNS m HARIDWAR

The district magistrate of
Haridwar Karmendra Singh
has said that the process of
counting of votes for the urban
local body elections in the dis-
trict should be completed in a
fool proof and transparent
manner. He gave the instruc-
tion while presiding over a

training workshop organized
for personnel assigned the re-
sponsibility of counting of
votes at the convention hall of
BHEL. On stern note he
warned that discrepancy and
dereliction of duty in the vote
counting process will not be
tolerated.

He said that all the person-
nel should reach the counting
room on time and the count-
ing should start on time.

The candidates and agents
could be under stress during
the voting process but you will
have to work impartially, re-
main calm while showing de-
cency. Under no
circumstances should the bal-
lot papers of the Chairman
and the ward member should

2

get mixed,” he said. The chief
development officer Akanksha
Kaunde said that every point
has been clarified by the State
Election Commission. She
said that every ballot paper is
important and the counting of
votes should be done in a fair
and honest manner. Nodal of-
ficer training KN Tiwari and
master trainer Santosh Kumar
Chamola gave a detailed pres-
entation on the process of
counting.

Entrance examination for Sainik
schools to be held in Feb 2nd week

PNS B DEHRADUN

he entrance examination for classes VII and IX at Sainik

AT )

DEHRADUN, (UTTARAKHAND

and other issues,
will continue until
the appointment of
the new MS. No-
tably, Dr Aggarwal
served in this post
for the past three
years and this left
the management of
the State-run med-
ical facility worried
over whether the void
would affect its normal
functions.

"

the MS the hospital’s nor-
mal functioning would re-
main unaffected due to the

new MS is appointed. The
appointment process has
started. Applications for

it.  We hope to
appoint the new
MS soon and
until then Ag-
garwal will con-
tinue to provide
services as be-
fore,” she added.

It may be re-
called that Dr

School Ghorakhal is likely to take place in the second week
of February, as per the revised notification issued by the National
Testing Agency (NTA). Normally, this examination is held in the
first week of January. The principal of the school, V S Dangwal,
shared that the NTA is responsible for conducting the entrance
examination each year. This year, however, the agency has
changed the date and the exam may be held in the second week
of February. Officials informed that the online applications for
the entrance exam would be accepted until January 23. The last
date for submitting the examination fee online is January 24. Ad-

ditionally, there will be a window for correcting any errors in the
entrance examination form from January 26 to 28. Applicants
can find more information regarding the guidelines related to
entrance examination on the agency's official website. It may be
recalled that the Sainik School, located in the Nainital district, is
one of the prominent Sainik Schools in the country and has pro-
duced many officers for the Indian Army over the years. The

school conducts entrance

examinations for classes
VII and IX annually.

Dhananjay
Dobhal, the
deputy med-
ical superin-
tendent  at
GDMC, re-
cently resigned follow-
ing which Dr N S Bisht
assumed the charge.

IN BRIEF

Doon Hospital’s female
staff dies while on duty

DEHRADUN: A female health employee of Doon Hospi-
tal Chitra Bhandari (46) collapsed while on duty. She
was rushed to the hospital’s Emergency ward where the
in-charge Dr N S Bisht declared her dead. He further
said she might have died of heart attack or pneumonia.
Her colleagues said that she had been on sick leave on
Monday, adding that she had suddenly fallen uncon-
scious while on duty and she was bleeding from her
mouth.

23 Jan to be declared paid
holiday for ULB polls

NEW TEHRI: The district magistrate Mayur Dixit in-
structed the department heads/office heads to declare the
polling day January 23 as a paid public holiday for all the
personnel/artisans/labourers working in the government
offices/educational institutions/semi-bodies/commercial
establishments within the areas of the urban local bodies
of the district in accordance with the notification number
dated December 23, 2024 of the State election commis-
sion. Treasuries and sub-treasuries falling in the ULB
areas will also remain closed on the said date.

Villagers thronging Magh
Mela in large numbers

UTTARKASHI: The Magh Mela which started in Ut-
tarkashi on the auspicious occasion of Makar Sankranti
will continue for a week. Villagers in large numbers are
reaching Uttarkashi to participate in the fair rich with the
religious and cultural traditions of Uttarkashi. The district
magistrate Meherban Singh Bisht had inaugurated the fair
after villagers came with palanquins carrying the folk
deities and religious symbols to participate in the Magh
Mela. They took a holy dip in the Ganga. Students pre-
sented songs and dance performances on the occasion.

Programmes to be organised
on Jan 25- National Voters Day

NEW TEHRI: In line with the instructions of the Election
Commission of India, the district magistrate, Tehri di-
rected all the officers concerned to organise a programme
on the topic ‘There is nothing like vote and we will defi-
nitely vote’ to mark the 15th National Voters Day on Jan-
uary 25. Also, he asked them to share high-resolution
photographs and videos related to the programme with the
office of the State’s chief electoral officer as well as upload
them on social media platforms using #NVD 2025.

IIT Roorkee conducts
flags ceremony for
Yuva Sangam

PNS B DEHRADUN

he Indian Institute

of Technology
Roorkee (IIT, Roorkee)
hosted the flag-off cer-
emony  for  Yuva
Sangam Phase V on
Wednesday. This ini-
tiative is part of the Ek
Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat (EBSB) pro-
gramme which aims to
promote cross-cultural
understanding among
the youth from various
regions of the country.
During the ceremony,

the nodal officer M V
Sunil Krishna provided
an overview of the
Yuva Sangam initia-
tive, emphasising its
role in fostering unity
and national integra-
tion.

Further, the dean of
students’ welfare Bar-
jeev Tyagi highlighted
the importance of
youth engagement in
the  nation-building
process. “Yuva Sangam
offers a unique plat-

form for students to
connect with their
peers, embrace diver-
sity and strengthen
bonds across the na-
tion. It truly represents
the spirit of unity in
diversity,” he said.

The event also fea-
tured inspiring poetry
from a Yuva Sangam
participant.

The director, IIT
Roorkee, K K Pant un-
derscored the insti-

= CAPITAL
DEMAND NOTICE

ADITYA BIRLA FINANCE LIMITED

Registered Office : Indian Rayon Compound, Veeraval, Gujarat - 362 266.
Corporate Office : 12th Floor, R Teck Park, Nirlon Complex, Near Hub Mall, Goregaon (East) Mumbai-400 063, MH.

UNDER SEC 13(2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY

INTEREST ACT, 2002 (“THE ACT") READ WITH RULE 3 OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002 (“THE RULES")
The undersigned being the Authorized officer of Aditya Birla Finance Limited (ABFL) under the Act and in exercise of powers
conferred under Section 13(12) of the Act read with the Rule 3, issued Demand Notice(s) under Section 13(2) of the Act, calling upon the
following borrower(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the respective notice(s) within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said
notice. The undersigned reasonably believes that borrower(s) is / are avoiding the service of the demand notice(s), therefore the service
of notice is being effected by affixation and publication as per Rules. The contents of demand notice(s) are extracted herein below:

In connection with the above, Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower's / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) to pay
to ABFL, within 60 days from the date of the respective Notice/s, the amount indicated herein below against their respective names,
together with further interest as detailed below from the respective dates mentioned below in column (d) till the date of payment and / or
realisation, read with the loan agreement and other documents / writings, if any, executed by the said Bormower's. As security for due
repayment of the loan, the following Secured Asset(s) have been mortgaged to ABFL by the said Borrower's respectively.

Demand Notice
Date & NPA Date

Sr.

No Name and Address of the Borrower(s)

Description of Inmovable Property

1. Mr. Inderpreet Singh, S/o. Pratap Singh
2. Mr. Inderpreet Singh, Proprietor M/s. Super

Medical Agencies, 3. Mrs. Rajni Saini, Wio. 09.01.2025

Inderpreet Singh, Add For Sr. No. 12 & 3 : Tanishg

Vihar, Sahastradhara Road, Danda Khudnewala, 03.10.2023
1 Gujrara, Dehradun, Uttrakhand -248001. also at : Total Ofs.

" | House No. 55/45/1, Old No. 65/4, 2nd Floor, Govind Dues Amt.
Nagar, Racecourse, Dehradun - 248001. also at| R, §5,01,096.18
Add For Sr. No. 2 : 1st Floor, Juti Tower, Main a5 on
Mothrowala Road, Ajabpur Chowk, Dehradun - 12.12.2024

248121 email - inderpreet2 @gmail.com
Loan AcNo.: ABDHRSTS000000564972

All that Piece and Parcel of the Commercial Property
Situated on Second Floor Forming Part of Property
Bearing Municipal Mo. 65/4 (New Mo. 55/45/1)
Govind Nagar, Racecourse, Dehradun Having
Covered Area Measuring 32.8 Sq. Mirs. (without Roof
Rights) With Right To use the Passage of Ground
Floor, Which is Bounded as under: East - Property of
Shri Kalra, Side Measuring 31'5" West - Property of Smt.
Gagandeep Kaur and Common Stairs, Side Measuring
29'11", North - Open Space Common Parking & Road,
Side Measuring 11" 67, South - Property of Smt.
Gagandeep Kaur, Side Measuring 11'6".

With further interest, additional Interest at the rate as more particularly stated in respective Demand Notices dated mentioned above,
incidental expenses, costs, charges etc incurred till the date of payment and / or realization. If the said Borrower's shall fail to make
payment to ABFL as aforesaid, then ABFL shall proceed against the above Secured Asset(s) / Immovable Property (ies) under Section
13(4) of the said Act and the applicable Rules entirely at the risk of the said Borrower's / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) as to the

costs and consequences.

The said Borrower’s / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) are prohibited under the said Act to transfer the aforesaid Secured Asset(s)
| Immovable Property(ies), whether by way of sale, lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of ABFL. That please note that
this is a final notice under Sec. 13(2) of the Securitization & Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 (54 of 2002). Needless to say, that ABFL shall be within its right to exercise any or all of the rights referred to above against the

borrower(s) entirely at their risk, responsibility & costs.

Place : Dehradun, Uttarakhand
Date : 16.01.2025

Sd/-
Authorised Officer,
ADITYA BIRLA FINANCE LIMITED

tute's commitment to

promoting  national
unity through cultural
exchange and youth
empowerment. He ex-
horted the participants
to serve as cultural am-
bassadors by showcas-
ing Uttarakhand's rich
traditions and heritage
in Jharkhand. “At IIT
Roorkee, we are proud
to help shape leaders
who are not just tech-
nologically skilled but
socially responsible,”
he said in his address.

Public Notice

The general public is hereby informed that the Ministry of Ayush, Government
of India neither endorse any specializations as cannabis
experts/hempvaidyas/cannabis doctors nor support any activities related to
cannabis that are not compliant with legal regulations. The Ministry of Ayush
would like to issue a clarification to dispel any misunderstandings and provide

accurate information to the public.

2. The Ministry of Ayush hereby reminds the public that-

1. No Cannabis Experts in Ayush system: There is no cannabis
specializations like cannabis experts/hempvaidyas/cannabis doctors in

Ayush systems of health care.

2. Public Caution: The public should refrain themselves from seeking
guidance or treatment from individuals claiming to be cannabis experts

within the Ayush systems of health care.

3. Legal Considerations: It is important to note that the cultivation,
possession, sale, or use of cannabis and its derivatives are regulated by

law in India.

4. Seek Authentic Information: For authentic information on Ayush
practices, treatments, and therapies, the public is encouraged to consult
registered Ayush practitioners and accredited healthcare providers.
5. Report Misinformation: If any citizen encounter any misleading
claims or practices related to cannabis within the Ayush system, they can
report to concerned State Licensing Authorities and/or Ministry of Ayush
atayush-medicine@gov.in for further investigation and action.
This notice is issued to clarify the stance of the Ministry of Ayush and to ensure
that the public is well-informed about the recognized practices and

professionals within the Ayush system.
CBC - 17201/11/0019/2425

Ministry of Ayush
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CLASSIFIEDS
[ PUBLIC NOTICE |

The general public is informed
that | have changed my name
from SANGITA to SANGEETA
CHAWLA and in future | should
be known as Sangeeta Chawla
w/o Dinesh Kumar Chawla
address: Tower- G14, Flat No
202, Haridwar Greens, Aaneki
Hetampur, Haridwar 249402,
Uttarakhand.

The general public is informed
that | have changed my name
from PAL SINGH SAINI to SHRI
PAL and in future | should be
known as Shri Pal s/o Prem
Singh address: 10/166 Shastri
Nagar Shafipur Roorkee,
Haridwar 247667 UK.

In my Army Record my daughter

name mistakenly recorded as
SHOUMYA and whereas her
correct name is SAUMYA as
mentioned in all other
documents. |, Army No.
4082456F Rank EX HAV Name
VINOD SINGH R/o SAl LOK
COLONY SIMLA BY PASS
ROAD P.O KARBARI GRANT
DEHRADUN UTTARAKHAND. I
want to changed my daughter
correct name in my army record
vide IN UK68875037085096X
Affidavit 15.01.2025 before
Dehradun.

In my Husband army record my
name mistakenly recorded as
BIRA DEVI where as my correct
name is BEERA DEVI as
mentioned in other all
documents. Army no 4051457H
RANK EX NK Name SHIV
SINGHASWALR/o VILLUPPER
MIYAWALA P.O. HARRA WALA
DEHRADUN UTTARAKHAND. I
have changed my correct name
in my husband army record vide
IN-UKG8777274590948X
Affidavit 15.01.2025 before
Dehradun.
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Disclaimer
The Pioneer does not take
responsibility for the content for the
advertisement (Display/Classified)
carried in this newspaper. The
paper does not endorse the same.

Readers are requested to verify the
contents on theirown.

For advertisement booking
9045057787, 8909212518

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Delhi/New Delhi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding
to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group’s will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

Chief Shobori Ganguli. AIR SURCHARGE of Re. 1.00 East: Calcutta, Ranchi, Bhubaneswar, North: Leh: West: M
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Dhami releases BJP’s manifesto for
civic polls, pledges development
and triple-engine governance

PNS m DEHRADUN

he chief minister

Pushkar Singh Dhami
released the Bharatiya
Janata Party's manifesto for
the ensuing civic elections,
describing it as a guarantee
for development in urban
bodies of the State. The
manifesto, unveiled at the
BJP's State headquarters,
highlights the State govern-
ment’s achievements, future
plans for urban develop-
ment and the BJP’s com-
mitment to elevating the
standard of living for every
citizen. The party also
released separate manifestos
for all 11 municipal corpo-
rations in Uttarakhand.
During the event, the CM
emphasised the need for a
triple-engine government
in urban bodies, the imple-
mentation of the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) and the
inauguration of national
games in the state. Dhami
stated that the manifesto
serves as a roadmap for the
comprehensive develop-
ment of all urban areas,
with a focus on transparen-
cy, accountability, and
progress.

The manifesto includes
plans to strengthen urban
infrastructure through ini-
tiatives like the Swachh
Bharat Mission, Smart City
projects and the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana. The
BJP also emphasised its
commitment to women
empowerment through
schemes like Lakhpati Didi,
Kanyadhan and Gaura Devi
Yojana. Besides this, the
manifesto outlined exten-

sive support for youth, men-
tioning skill development
programmes and self-
employment initiatives.
Dhami stated that these
efforts have placed
Uttarakhand at the top of
the NITI Aayog’s
Sustainable Development
Index and reduced the
unemployment rate in the
State to 4.4 per cent out-
performing the national
average.

He also reiterated the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
implementing the UCC by
January 2025, making
Uttarakhand the first State
in India to do so. He assured
that legal training for its
implementation is nearly
complete and that UCC will
ensure equal legal rights for
all citizens. Dhami further

said the government’s
achievements in curbing
exam malpractices by intro-
ducing strict anti-copying
laws and providing over
19,000 transparent govern-
ment job opportunities.

He also highlighted mea-
sures to address love jihad,
land jihad and riot-related
crimes with stringent laws
and actions. Taking a dig at
the opposition, Dhami
accused the Congress of
harbouring a Ravana-like
mindset and criticised their
lack of tangible results,
accusing them of misusing
public funds for unproduc-
tive schemes. He urged BJP
workers to connect with
voters and emphasise the
BJP’s track record in deliv-
ering results, from the con-
struction of the Ram

Temple to the abrogation of
Article 370. Looking ahead,
Dhami expressed optimism
about 2025, which marks
Uttarakhand’s silver jubilee.

He described it as a year
poised for significant
achievements, including the
victory of BJP candidates in
civic elections, the imple-
mentation of UCC and the
launch of national games
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He appealed to the
public to extend their sup-
port to the BJP, promising
continued progress under
the party’s leadership. The
State general secretary
Aditya Kothari also said
that specific plans for other
municipal areas will also be
unveiled in the coming

days.

PNS m DEHRADUN

The Uttarakhand Congress
has termed the Sankalp
Patra released by the BJP for
the urban local bodies election
as a bundle of lies. The chief
spokesperson of State Congress
Garima Dasauni said that the
manifesto of the BJP appears to
be made in haste and looks like
a copy and paste from its old
manifestos of the Vidhan Sabha
and Lok Sabha elections.
Taking a dig at BJP, the
Congress leader said that the
BJP probably has realised that
it is losing the ULB polls due to
which it was forced to issue a
manifesto for the first time in
the history of the State for ULB
elections. Dasauni said that

Congress trashes BJP’s
ULB poll manifesto

the Sankalp Patra is an exercise
in vain as BJP is set to lose the
ULB polls in the State.

She said that there is noth-
ing which can appeal to the
people of the state and most of
the issues taken up in it are
already there in the charter of
duties of the Municipal
Corporation. “The work of the
municipal bodies is garbage
collection, street light installa-
tion and sanitation. The
Sankalp Patra of BJP lacks
vision, town planning and envi-
ronmental protection issues. It
makes no mention of the steps
for making the water and air of
the city clean,” she said.

PNS m DEHRADUN

The State Health depart-
ment recently submitted a
letter to the State Election
Commission regarding the
commencement of construc-
tion work for a blood bank at
the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
district Hospital while the
Model Code of Conduct
(MCQ) is in force. Informing
this, the hospital's medical
superintendent Dr V S
Chauhan stated that the offi-
cials concerned had recently
approved the budget for the
blood bank's construction and
provided the first instalment of
Rs 46 lakh for the project.
However, despite receiving this
initial funding, construction
work on the blood bank has not
yet begun. Chauhan empha-
sised that the work has been
stalled due to the MCC
enforcement for the upcoming
urban local body elections
across the State. However,
under the direction of the dis-
trict magistrate Savin Bansal,
the health department has
recently written to the State

Election Commission, seek-

Health dept seeks SEC’s approval
for blood bank’s construction

ing approval to commence the
blood bank construction work
despite the MCC. “A response
from the Commission is
expected soon,” he said, adding
that it might take a year to
complete the work. To recall,
acting on the DM’s directive,
the hospital administration
had earlier submitted a pro-
posal for the blood bank to the
State administration which was
approved a few days ago. To
take things forward, the State
administration has recently
issued a tender for the blood
bank construction to the
agency Peyjal Nigam.
Moreover, a meeting was held
a few days back with the Health
secretary R Rajesh Kumar and
the hospital and Peyjal Nigam
officials during which the
Peyjal Nigam presented a bud-
get estimate of Rs 1.42 crore for
the blood bank’s construction.
The Health secretary reassured
them that the budget would be
reviewed during construction
and adjusted as needed, regard-
less of whether it falls below or
exceeds the initial estimate.

BJP names
Dhami as star
campaigner
for Delhi polls

PNS m DEHRADUN

he BJP has included

Uttarakhand chief min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami in
the list of its star campaign-
ers for the assembly elections
of Delhi. The list included
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, BJP president JP
Nadda and union home min-
ister Amit Shah.

The list of 40 star cam-
paigners also includes Uttar
Pradesh CM Yogi Adiyanath,
Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis, Assam CM
Himanta Biswa Sarma, MP
CM Mohan Yadav and
Rajasthan CM Bhajan Lal
Sharma.

It is pertinent to mention
here that Delhi has a large
population of the people of
Uttarakhand origin and by
including Dhami in the list of
star campaigners the BJP
plans to cash on his popu-
larity.

1200 special sports
volunteers to manage
National Games

PNS m DEHRADUN

he director of the State

Sports department
Prashant Arya said that approx-
imately 1,200 special sports
volunteers would be deployed
for the upcoming 38th National
Games. “These volunteers will
be provided to Uttarakhand
through the National
Federation of Sports (NFS) in
India. In addition, Uttarakhand
will select around 2,300 gener-
al volunteers at its own level,”
he added. It is, however, impor-
tant to note that the special
sports volunteers will be dis-
tinct from the general volun-
teers. “Both types of volunteers
will receive training in behav-
iour and etiquette,” he said.

The special sports volunteers
will have a background in
sports and experiences in
national and international
competitions. So they will be
given sports-related responsi-
bilities. The general volun-

teers, on the other hand, will
handle various logistical
arrangements such as parking
and assisting guests. Prateek
Joshi, who is overseeing the
volunteer operations, said that
the special sports volunteers
would receive an honorarium
of Rs 1,000 per day while the
daily honorarium for the gen-
eral volunteers has been set at
Rs 500.

Notably, both types of vol-
unteers will play a crucial role
in making all necessary
arrangements for the mega
sports event. Currently, the
recruitment process for gener-
al volunteers is underway with
over 30,000 people having reg-
istered to become volunteers.
All registered individuals have
completed online training after
appearing in the online exam-
ination. Volunteers will be
selected on the basis of their
examination results.

DCF to engage candidates
in Mayor Samvad on
Doon’s green agenda

PNS m DEHRADUN

ith the Urban Local Body

(ULB) elections draw-
ing near, the Dehradun Citizen
Forum (DCF) will organise a
Mayor Samvad programme at
the Press Club on January 18.
During this event, the mayoral
candidates of Dehradun will
present their views on the city's
green agenda.

A member of the DCE
Jagmohan Mehdiratta stated
that the 'Mayor Samvad' will
start at 12 noon. “This event
will be conducted in a dignified
manner sans acrimony. Each
candidate will be given 12
minutes to share his vision with
the stipulation that they must
focus solely on their plans for
Dehradun,” he said, adding
that the candidates must keep
their followers outside the
venue of the programme. “No
sloganeering will be allowed

inside while the programme is
on,” he said.

Another member Anoop
Nautiyal said that they would
try to obtain commitments
from the mayoral candidates
regarding their plans to imple-
ment the green agenda for the
city if they are elected.
“Citizens’ participation in elec-
tions is limited to voting.
However, this is the first time
that the citizen community of
Dehradun is actively engaging
in the electoral process in an
organised manner, addressing
the demands and expectations
of the common people;” he said.

He further said that DCF
had released a State-level green
agenda for all political parties
on January 6. “We have sent
this agenda to political parties,
social organisations, dignitaries

and trade bodies. Further, a
separate green agenda has been
drafted specifically for the may-
oral candidates and shared
with the candidates from major
political parties;” he said.

Commenting on the initia-
tive, DCF member Bharti Jain
said that the green agenda for
the mayoral candidates reflects
the needs and expectations of
the Doonites. “It includes mea-
sures such as proper garbage
collection and disposal after
separation, imposing fines for
burning garbage and estab-
lishing scientifically managed
garbage dumping zones,
among other points,” she said.
She further said that mayoral
candidates from political par-
ties they approached have
appreciated their Green
Agenda and agreed to partici-
pate in the 'Mayor Samvad'.

uttarakhand 03

Two dead, one injured
in car accident in Pauri

PNS m DEHRADUN

Two people died and one
sustained injuries after a
car fell into a deep gorge in
the Bhon-Khalyun Danda
of Dhumakot area of Pauri
district on Wednesday after-

noon. The deceased were
identified as 17-year-old
Ramesh Lal and 37-year-old
Pradeep.

The officials informed
that the police called the
rescue team of the State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) on the accident
spot. A team led by sub-
inspector Devendra Negi
from the Dhumakot SDRF
post rushed to the spot with
necessary rescue equip-
ment. Upon reaching the
scene, the team discovered
that the car was carrying
three individuals out of
which two had already suc-

cumbed to their injuries.
The officials said that the
SDRF team worked metic-
ulously to recover the bod-
ies from the gorge and
handed them over to the

district police to carry out
the legal procedure.

The injured man, identi-
fied as 35-year-old Kishor
Kumar, a resident of
Parshuram Enclave, Burari,
North Delhi, was rescued
from the gorge and trans-
ported to the main road. He
was immediately sent to
the hospital via the 108
ambulance service for med-
ical treatment. The officials
said that the cause of the
accident is unclear but the
police have launched an
investigation into the inci-
dent.

U’khand’s Digantara
pioneering space
surveillance tech-
nology in country

PNS m DEHRADUN

Digantara Research and
Technologies Private
Limited, a startup originat-
ing from Uttarakhand, is
making waves in the Indian
space technology ecosystem.
Established in 2018 by
Anirudh Sharma and Rahul
Rawat, the Bengaluru-based
company is on a mission to
revolutionise space opera-
tions with its cutting-edge
innovations. The company is
developing the world’s first
in-situ active orbital sur-
veillance platform, popular-
ly known as Space-Map.
This ground-breaking plat-
form leverages a constella-
tion of high-resolution
nanosatellites to detect, track
and predict resident space
objects (RSOs) in low Earth
orbit (LEQ). With its
nanosatellite subsystems in
various stages of prototyp-
ing, validation and assembly,
Digantara is setting new
benchmarks in space situa-
tional awareness.
Recognised for its pioneer-
ing efforts, Digantara was
awarded the prestigious
DPIIT Startup India
National Startup Award in
2022. Its comprehensive
ecosystem addresses critical

challenges in space opera-
tions by streamlinin

processes for stakeholders.
Among its most notable
innovations is the Space
Climate and Object Tracker
(SCOT), an advanced
patented space surveillance
sensor capable of monitor-
ing space weather and track-
ing RSOs. Complementing
this is the Orbital Engine
(OrEng), a sophisticated
software suite that converts
SCOT data into actionable
orbital insights. Together,
these technologies power
the Space Awareness Data
and Analysis Product
(Space-ADAPT), a suite of
tools built to enhance situ-
ational awareness in space.
Digantara’s success reflects
the growing influence of
Uttarakhand’s entrepre-
neurial landscape, high-
lighting the potential of star-
tups from the region to
make a global impact. By
addressing the complexities
of space operations and
offering cutting-edge solu-
tions, Digantara is not only
elevating India’s standing in
the space sector but also
putting Uttarakhand on the
map as a hub for innovation.
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...the name you can BANK upon!

Recovery Center- Circle Sastra, Sector-4, BHEL,

SALE NOTICE

... UG T SChieB]

Sale of Inmovable Property mortgaged to Bank under Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 read with provison to Rule 8(6) & Rule (9) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule,
2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/ physical/symbolic possession of which has been
taken by the Authorised officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on" As is where is", "As is what is", and "Whatever there is" on the date as mentiond in the table herein below, for recovery of dues due to the Bank/Secured creditor from the respective
borrower(s) ,and Guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

q punjab national bank

Haridwar, Mob. No.: 8171626615

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

I.u{[

Name of The Branch

Nﬂ Name of the Account

Name & Addresses of The
Borrower/Guarantor

1 | Branch: Ramnagar Roorkee (389800
Borrower: M/s Om Urja Pvt. Ltd. (Through Its Director), Sh. Devender
Kumar Tyagi slo Shiv Ram, Sh. PrabhatTyagi s/o Sh. Devender Kumar,
Sh. Seva Ram Saini s/o Kaliram, Khasra No 901, Village Toda Kalyanpur
Nangla, Imarti Road, Roorkee, Haridwar- 247667. Sh, Devender Kumar
Tyagi slo Shiv Ram (Director), 348/33, Ambar Talab west, Roorkee
Haridwar 247667, Sh. Prabhat Tyagi Slo Sh. Devender Kumar (Director)
348133, Ambar Talab west, Roorkee Haridwar 247667. Sh, Seva Ram Saini
slo Kaliram (Director), Village Toda Kalyanpur Nangla, Imarti Road,
Roorkee, Haridwar- 247667. Sh. Phoolmati w/o Seva Ram (Guarantor)
Village Toda Kalyanpur Nangla, Imarti Road, Roorkee, Haridwar- 247667.

Description of the Inmovable Properties
Mortgaged/Owner's Name
(Mortgagers of Property (ies))

Urja Pvt. Ltd., Situated at Khasra No 901, Village Toda Kalyanpur Nangla, Imarti
Road, Roorkee, Haridwar- 247667.

Dt. of Demand Notice u/s 13(2) of SARFAESI Act 2002

Outstanding Amount as on

Possession Date u/s 13(4) of SARFAESI Act. 2002

Nature of Possession Symbolic/Physical/Constructive

Details of RC issued by DRT Dehradun
This notice is also be treated as 30 days statutory notice to under Rule 8(6) & Rule (9) Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
All Type of Machinery & Part of Machinery Hypothecated in Account M/s Om

12.01.2024

Rs. 64,74,182.47 (Rupee Sixty Four Lakhs Seventy Four Thousand One
Hundred Eighty Two Only) with further interest and other
expenses- Recovery (If any) thereon at contracted rate w.e.f. 01.01.2024 until payment in full

07.11.2024 (Physical Possession)

Reserve Price Details of
EMD DATE & TIME The
Last Date of deposit of OF Encumbrances
EMD AUCTION | KnownTo
i The Secured
Bid Increase Amout R
Rs. 8,00,000/- 25.221:25 Not
10
Rs. 80,000/ 11.00 AM to Known
26.02.2025 up to 4 PM 0;.00 PM
with unlimited
Rs. 20,000~ extensions of
5 minutes

https:/lebkray.in.
Date: 15.01.2025

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) & RULE (9) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002
Place: Haridwar

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : 1. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions.: 2. The properties are being sold on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS and "AS
IS WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS" 3. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule herein above have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be
answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation. 4. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://ebkray.in. 5. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer

Authorised Officer
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President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
greeted the Indian Army per-
sonnel, veterans and their fam-
ilies on the Army Day.

"The nation remembers with
gratitude, the countless sacri-
fices you have made in service
of the motherland," President
Murmu said in a social media
post.

The Army Day is observed on
January 15 to commemorate
the occasion when General K
M Cariappa, who later became
Field Marshal, took charge as
the Commander-in-Chief of
the Indian Army, replacing his
British predecessor in 1949.
"On Army Day, I extend my

greetings to the Indian Army
personnel, veterans and their
families. Your unwavering
commitment to safeguarding
sovereignty of the nation and
ensuring national security is an
inspiration for all," President
Murmu said.

She said the humanitarian
work done by the Army during
crises and disasters is a testa-
ment to their kindness and
compassion.

“May your extraordinary val-
our and courage continue to
inspire generations to come!,"
she added.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in his message lauded the
Indian Army for its determi-
nation, professionalism and
dedication, and underlined his
government's commitment to
the welfare of armed forces and

their families.

In social media posts, he said,
"Today, on Army Day, we salute
the unwavering courage of the
Indian Army, which stands as
the sentinel of our nation's
security. We also remember the
sacrifices made by the brave-
hearts who ensure the safety of
crores of Indians every day."
The Indian Army, he said,
epitomises determination, pro-
fessionalism and dedication. In
addition to safeguarding our
borders, it has made a mark in
providing humanitarian help
during natural disasters, he
added.

He said, "Our government is
committed to the welfare of the
armed forces and their families.
Over the years, we have intro-
duced several reforms and
focused on modernisation.

to come
Chief of Defence
Staff(CDS)General Anil

Chauhan extended his greet-
ings and best wishes to all ranks
of the Indian Army on the
occasion of the 77th Army
Day. In his message, the CDS

said, the day isa celebratlon of
the unwavering dedication,
courage, indomitable spirit and
professionalism that define the
Indian Army, an institution
that continues to stand as the
bedrock of India’s security and
unity.

Genral Chauhan stated that the

Indian Army’s legacy is built on
its credible ability to adapt to
challenges, uphold sovereign-
ty and serve the nation self-
lessly. “The relentless efforts of
the personnel of Indian Army
in maintaining a high state of
readiness, excelling in opera-
tional domains and ensuring
safety and well-being of our cit-
izens, under all circumstances
are commendable,” he under-
scored.

Highlighting the changing
dynamics of warfare and the
growing use of technology,
CDS said modern warfare is
evolving rapidly, driven by
advancements in technology,
and shifting geo-political
dynamics.

Conflicts are increasingly
expanding into new domains,
including Cyber, Space and
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President Murmu, PM Modi extend wishes on 77th Army Day

Cognitive arenas. He further
said, “New age technologies
and concepts such as
Automation powered by
Artificial Intelligence and
Data Centric Architecture,
Celerity Centric Warfare bol-
stered by Stealth and
Hypersonic technologies, and
Robotics  driven by
Autonomous Vehicles are
transforming how future wars
will be fought”

Stressing that no wars in the
future would be fought like the
last one, and the very raison-
détat for any Army is to win
wars, General hauhan said
Indian Army will need to adapt
and equip technologically and
continually upgrade its Tactics,
Techniques and Procedures to
remain ahead of the adver-
saries.

Empowering men with higher
technical acumen with infusion
of improved Information and
Communications Technology
is the need of the hour, he
added.

The CDS concluded his mes-
sage by paying homage and
expressing his gratitude to the
brave hearts, who made the
supreme sacrifice and laid
down their lives in the Line of
Duty.

“As we mark this special day,
every soldier must resolve to
uphold the glorious traditions
of the Army, while embracing
the challenges of the future
with determination and pride.
May the Army continue to
bring greater success and glory
to our motherland and con-
tribute indefatigably towards
Nation Building,” he said.

DG level border talks between India and

Bangladesh expected to be held February 16 onwards

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M NEW
DELHI

he twice postponed

Director General (DG) level
border talks between India and
Bangladesh are now expected to
be held here from February 16
with the issue of fencing and
rise in infiltration attempts
post the regime change in that
country being a major subject
of discussion, official sources
said Wednesday.
A delegation of the Border
Guard Bangladesh is scheduled
to hold discussions with their
counterparts Border Security
Force (BSF) between February
16 and 19 as part of the 55th
edition of these bi-annual talks.
This will be the first top-level
discussion between the two
forces post the fall of the Sheikh
Hasina government on August
5, 2024. The engagements of
the two sides are being worked
upon, sources said. The dates
for these talks were twice post-
poned last year, they said.
The issues related to objections
raised by Bangladesh over the
construction of "agreed upon"
single-row fence at about 92

1dent1f1ed patches covering
about 95.8 km of the overall
4,096 km international border
between the two neighbours is
expected to be taken up during
this meeting with "promi-
nence", the sources said.
Obstruction to the work of
fence construction on this bor-
der was underlined last week
after India followed by
Bangladesh summoned the
High Commissioners of the
either country in their nation-
al capitals.

Bangladesh expressed "deep
concern" over the "activities" of

the BSF vis-a-vis fence erection
and border killings when they
called Indian High
Commissioner Pranay Verma
in Dhaka over the weekend.

The next day, India made it
clear to the acting Bangladeshi
High Commissioner Nural
Islam in Delhi that all laid
down protocols were being fol-
lowed while constructing the
fence as it conveyed its expec-
tation that "all earlier under-
standings will be implemented
by Bangladesh and that there
will be a cooperative approach
to combating cross-border

crimes."
The Indian side, during the bor-
der talks, is expected to put
across the instances of spiked
up infiltration attempts by
Bangladeshi nationals across
this front post August last year
as these instances are linked to
human trafficking and cross-
border smuggling.

According to the data, as many
as 1,956 Bangladeshi nationals
were apprehended by BSF
troops between August and
December last year. This five-
month period accounted for
more than 50 per cent of the
interdictions of Bangladeshi
nationals on this front as the
entire year saw 3,474 such
apprehensions.

During 2023, 4,342 Bangladeshi
nationals were caught by the
BSF along this front. The DG-
level border talks were held
annually between 1975 and
1992 but made bi-annual in
1993 with either side alterna-
tively travelling to the national
capitals of New Delhi and
Dhaka. The last edition was
held in Dhaka in March when
the Indian delegation travelled
to that country.

BJP slams Shal'atl Pawar Im1 hls remarks on Shah

PTI W NEW DELHI

The BJP on Wednesday
slammed NCP (SP) supre-
mo Sharad Pawar for his "tadi-
paar" remark on Amit Shah
and asked the veteran leader to
stop spreading "wrong infor-
mation" about the Union home
minister.

This came a day after Pawar
attacked Shah for his com-
ments that the BJP's victory in
the Maharashtra assembly polls
ended "the politics of betrayal
and treachery started by him
(Pawar) in 1978".

Bemoaning the lack of com-
munication among current
political leaders, Pawar also
asked the Union home minis-
ter to maintain the decorum of
the post he holds.

In an apparent reference to
Shah being externed in 2010
from Gujarat for two years in
connection  with  the
Sohrabuddin Sheikh fake
encounter case, the NCP (SP)
chief had told a press confer-
ence in Marathi in Mumbai,
"This country has seen many
excellent home ministers, but
none of them was a 'tadipaar’
from his own state (externed)."
Shah was acquitted of all the

charges in 2014.

Hitting back at Pawar, BJP
national general secretary
Vinod Tawde said in a state-
ment, "NCP (SP) leader Sharad
Pawar has called Amit Shah a
'tadipaar' home minister. Do
you know why he was externed
from the state?"

Shah was externed from
Gujarat by a court in the state
not because he committed "any
robbery or theft", but in con-
nection with a case of alleged

|
fake encounter of Sohrabuddin
Sheikh, who was a "Lashkar-e-
Taiba-linked smuggler".

"The Gujarat court had said
the state home minister (Amit
Shah) should not live in the
state if an impartial inquiry has
to happen in the case. Later, he
(Shah) was proved innocent in
the case in the Supreme Court,"
Tawde added.

He said Shah has called Pawar
a "betrayer because he betrayed
in 1978".

"So, if someone makes a polit-
ical comment, it should be
accepted with sportsman's spir-
it instead of spreading wrong
information,” the BJP leader
said.

Both Tawde and Shah
described Pawar as a "betray-
er' in an apparent reference to
his walking out of the
Vasantdada Patil-led govern-
ment in 1978 with 40 MLAs
and becoming the chief minis-
ter of Maharashtra.

"During your (Sharad Pawar)
term, there were talks that
people associated with (gang-
ster) Dawood (Ibrahim) trav-
elled in your helicopter.
Dawood was running Mumbai
when you were the chief min-
ister," Tawde charged.

The BJP leader asked Pawar if
he would have made "such
remarks" against V D Savarkar

if he had been appointed a
minister in the Union govern-
ment.

"Atal Bihari Vajpayee and L K
Advani were in jail (during the
Emergency) and later they
became prime minister and the
home minister of the country,
respectively. Will you say such
things about them also?" he
added.

Sonia Gandhi maugurates Cong’s new Kotla Road headquarters

PTI B NEW DELHI

Congress Parliamentary
Party chief Sonia Gandhi
inaugurated the party's new
headquarters located at 9A,
Kotla Road here on
Wednesday, marking a key
moment in the history of the
grand old party which has
operated from the 24, Akbar
Road premises for the last 47
years.Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, former
party chief Rahul Gandhi,
Congress general secretaries
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and K
C Venugopal, among other
senior party leaders, were
present on the occasion.

The event saw party leaders
hoist the party flag at the new
headquarters and the singing
of Vande Matram and the

national anthem.

Sonia Gandhi then inaugu-
rated the building, asking
Kharge to join her in cutting
the ribbon at the entry of the
building.

The new state-of-the-art
AICC headquarters -- Indira
Gandhi Bhawan - symbolises
the Congress party's contin-
uing mission to uphold the
vision of its stalwarts, the
party had earlier said.

"It is time for us to move
ahead with the times and
embrace the new;” AICC gen-
eral secretary, organisation,
Venugopal had said,

The construction of Indira
Gandhi Bhawan was started
during Sonia Gandhi's tenure
as Congress chief.

"Situated at 9A, Kotla Road,
New Delhi, the Indira Gandhi

Bhawan is designed to meet
the evolving needs of the
party and its leaders, featur-
ing modern facilities to sup-
port administrative, organi-

sational, and strategic activi-
ties.

"This iconic building reflects
the Congress party's forward-
looking vision while paying

homage to its extraordinary
past, which has shaped the
political and social fabric of
India," he had said.
Sources have said the party
will not vacate its present 24,
Akbar Road office, which has
been its headquarters since
1978 after the Congress (I)
was formed, and it will con-
tinue to house some of its
cells. The construction of the
new AICC headquarters was
delayed by several years
owing to "paucity of funds"
ever since the Congress lost
its government at the Centre.
The BJP has also
not vacated its old party head-
quarters at 11, Ashoka Road,
even after shifting to its new
headquarters at Deendayal
Upadhyay Marg.
Congress old-timers and

romantics agree that modern
amenities and a larger area are
the need of the hour but the
emotional connect and
unfolding of history associat-
ed with the 24, Akbar Road
address will always stay
strong. The Akbar Road bun-
galow once housed Sir
Reginald Maxwell, who was a
member of Viceroy Lord
Linlithgow's executive coun-
cil. It was also home to a teen
Aung San Suu Kyi in 1961
when her mother was
appointed ambassador to
India.

The Congress has been its
mainstay though. More than
just an office for the party, the
premises set in expansive
lawns was witness to the
tenure of seven Congress
presidents.

Election rules row: SC seeks
Centre, EC reply on Ramesh s plea

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought
responses from the Centre and
the Election Commission on
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh's plea against
the recent amendments,
including no public access to
CCTYV, to the 1961 election
rules. A bench comprising
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice Sanjay Kumar took
note of the submissions of
senior advocates Kapil Sibal
and Abhishek Manu Singhvi,
appearing for Ramesh, and
issued notices on the plea.
The bench said it would hear
the plea in the week com-
mencing March 17.

Singhvi said amendments to
the 1961 Conduct of Election
Rules were made "very clever-
ly" and barred any access to
CCTV footage claiming it
would reveal the identity of the
voter. He said voting choices
were never revealed and the
CCTYV footage couldn't reveal
votes. Senior lawyers urged the
bench to ask the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
and the Centre to file their
responses before the next date
of hearing else they would
come and say "reply is needed

r -
'

-

to be filed" on that day. "They
will file the responses,” the CJI
said.

The Congress leader filed the
writ petition in December
challenging the recent amend-
ments to the 1961 rules and
expressed "hope" that the apex
court would help "restore the
fast eroding” integrity of the
electoral process. The
Government has tweaked an
election rule to prevent public
inspection of certain electron-
ic documents such as CCTV
camera and webcasting footage
besides video recordings of
candidates to prevent their
misuse.

Ramesh said the ECI, a con-

stitutional body charged with
the conduct of free and fair
elections, couldn't be allowed
to unilaterally, and without
public consultation, amend
such a vital law in such a
brazen manner. "This is espe-
cially true when that amend-
ment does away with public
access to essential information
that makes the electoral
process more transparent and
accountable,” he said.

Based on ECI's recommenda-
tion, the Union Law Ministry
in December amended Rule
93(2)(a) of the 1961 rules, to
restrict the type of "papers" or
documents open to public
inspection.

NSUI holds protest march against
Bhagwat's true independence’ remark

PTI W NEW DELHI

The Congress's student
wing on Wednesday
staged a protest march,
demanding a ban on the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and action
against its chief, Mohan
Bhagwat.

Protesters of the National
Students' Union of India
(NSUI), who plan to march to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah's residence, said
Bhagwat's recent remarks that
India got true independence
after the consecration of Ram
mandir in 2024 was "anti-
national".

The march, led by NSUI
national president Varun
Choudhary, began from the
organisation's headquarters
in New Delhi.

On Wednesday, Bhagwat said
the date Ram temple was
inaugurated in Ayodhya
should be celebrated as
"Pratishtha Dwadashi" -- the
"true independence" day of
the country that faced "enemy
attacks for several centuries".
He was speaking at an event
in Indore where he presented
the 'National Devi Ahilya
Award' to Champat Rai, gen-
eral secretary of Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust -- which was tasked

with the construct1on and

management of the temple in
Ayodhya.
The Congress reacted sharply
to Bhagwat's remarks, with
party leader Rahul Gandhi
saying it amounts to treason
and is an insult to every
Indian. Speaking at the inau-
guration of the new Congress
headquarters in Delhi,
Gandhi also said that the
fight against the RSS and the
BJP was a "civilisational war".
"Do not think that we are
fighting a fair fight. There is
no fairness in this. If you
believe that we are fighting
like BJP or RSS, you have not
understood what is going on.
The BJP and RSS have cap-
tured every single institution

in this country and we are
now fighting the BJP, the RSS
and the Indian state itself," he
said. Gandhi's remarks trig-
gered another row, with the
BJP hitting out at the
Congress leader for saying
that he is "fighting the BJP,
RSS and the Indian state”.

BJP president JP Nadda
alleged on X that it is not a
secret that Gandhi and his
ecosystem have close links
with "urban naxals" and the
"deep state" who want to
"defame, demean and dis-
credit" India.

"T 'compliment’ Mr. Rahul
Gandhi for saying clearly
what the nation knows - that
he is fighting the Indian
state!" he said.

Pradhan announces
third edition of KTS to be
held from February 15

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI
ducation Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan on
Wednesday announced the
third edition of cultural-
exchange programme Kashi
Tamil Sangamam will be held
from February 15 to February
24. "The programme aims to
celebrate, reaffirm and redis-
cover the age-old links between
Tamil Nadu and Kashi -- two of
the country's most important
and ancient seats of learning.
The 10-day initiative will begin
from February 15," Pradhan
said at a Press conference in the
national Capital.

The first month-long Kashi
Tamil Sangamam was held in
2022 to revive the living bonds
between Varanasi and Tamil
Nadu. The second edition was
organised from December 17 to
December 30 in 2023.

"A total of 1,000 participants
from Tamil Nadu, split in five
groups of equal numbers, will be
taking part in the event. They
will be from different walks of
life, including students, teachers,
farmers, artisans, professionals
and small entrepreneurs, besides
women and researchers.
Further, a batch of 200 Tamil
students from all the central
universities will also be part of
this event and get to undertake
local visits to Varanasi, Prayagraj
and Ayodhya," said IIT-Madras
Director V Kamakoti.

A highlight of the third edition
is that the event will coincide
with the Maha Kumbh Mela,
which is being held from
January 13 to February 26. The
delegates will have the oppor-
tunity for "Shahi Snan" or a holy
dip during the Maha Kumbh
Mela and a visit to the Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya.

The main theme of this edition
of Kashi Tamil Sangamam will

WEBSTTL LA™

highlight the significant contri-
butions of Sage Agasthyar to the
Siddha System of Medicine
(Bharatiya Chikitsa), classical
Tamil literature and the cultur-
al unity of the country.
Pradhan encouraged people of
Tamil Nadu to participate in
Kashi Tamil Sangamam 3.0
wholeheartedly. An exhibition
on the different facets of Sage
Agasthyar and his contribu-
tions to world of Health,
Philosophy, Science, Linguistics,
Literature, Polity, Culture, Art,
particularly to Tamil and Tamil
Nadu, etc. and Seminars, work-
shops, book release, etc. will be
organised at Kashi during KTS
3

Kashi Tamil Sangamam is being
organized by the Union
Ministry of Education in col-
laboration with other ministries
including Culture, Textiles,
Railways, Tourism, Food
Processing, I&B etc. and the
Uttar Pradesh Government.
The programme aims to provide
an opportunity for scholars,
students, philosophers, traders,
artisans, artists and people from
other walks of life from the two
regions to come together, share
their knowledge, culture and
best practices and learn from
each other’s experience. It also
aims to make the youth aware
and experience cultural oneness.
The endeavour is in sync with
NEP 2020’ emphasis on inte-
grating the wealth of Indian
Knowledge Systems with mod-
ern systems of knowledge. IIT
Madras and BHU are the two
implementing agencies for the
programme.

KTS 2.0 was inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at Varanasi in December 2023,
with the first-ever real-time,
app-based translation of a part
of the Prime Minister’s speech
in Tamil for the benefit of vis-
iting Tamil delegates.
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MAHAKUMEH 2025: SPECIAL GOVERAGE

‘Sanskriti ka Mahakumbh’ set to begin on January 16

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
LUCKNOW/MAHAKUMBH
NAGAR

he ongoing Mahakumbh

Mela is set to witness a

grand cultural extrava-
ganza from January 16 to
February 24. The event, aptly
titled “Sanskriti ka
Mahakumbh” (Cultural
Mahakumbh), will showcase
the rich tapestry of Indian cul-
ture through a series of capti-
vating performances by
renowned artists.
The main stage, Ganga
Pandal, will host
performances by renowned
artists from across the
country, including a special
presentation by Shankar
Mahadevan on the opening
day.
Cultural programs will also
begin at the Yamuna and
Saraswati Pandals on January
16, while the Triveni Pandal
will host a blend of cultural
melodies starting January 21.
On January 16, Bollywood
singer Shankar Mahadevan
will regale audience at the
Ganga Pandal, while students
from Kashi's Sanskrit schools
will offer their devotion
through Mangalacharan at
the Yamuna Pandal. The
Saraswati  Pandal  will
showcase the traditional art
of Nautanki, with Padma
Shri Ramdayal Sharma and
his ~ 30-member  team
presenting the story of Lord
Krishna's friendship with
Sudama.
The Ganga Pandal, with a
capacity of 10,000 spectators,
will be the main venue for
this celebration of devotion
and heritage. Located at
Sector-1 Parade Ground, it
will be the hub for grand
performances by India's
eminent artistes. In addition,
Triveni, Yamuna, and
Saraswati Pandals, each with

a capacity of 2,000, will host a
variety of performances by
renowned artists from Uttar
Pradesh and across the
nation.

Main events on January 16:
- Prof. Ritwik Sanyal
(Varanasi) - Classical/Light
Classical Singing

Sween
Odissi

- Vichtrananda
(Bhubaneswar) -
Dance

- Kushal Das (Kolkata) - Sitar
- Shankar = Mahadevan
(Mumbai) & Ravi Shankar
(Uttar Pradesh) -
Bhajans/Light Music
Yamuna Pandal:

- Children from Sanskrit

—

Schools, Varanasi -
Mangalacharan (Devotional
Offering)

- Sanya Patankar (Rajasthan)
- Classical Singing

- Sahiram Pandey (Gonda) -
Alha Singing (Traditional
Ballads)

- Sarita Mishra (Lucknow) -
Folk Singing

- Ramprasad (Prayagraj) -
Birha Singing (Traditional
Folk Songs)

- Piyusha Kailash Anuyj
(Delhi) - Bhajans

- Arushi Mudgal (Delhi) -
Odissi Dance

- Amarjeet (Sonbhadra) -
Tribal Folk Dance

Saraswati Pandal:

- Saurabh
(Sonbhadra) -
Musical Instruments

- Shweta Dubey (Varanasi) -
Bhajan Singing

- Shruti Malviya (Lucknow) -
Bhajans/Folk Singing

- Padma Shri Ramdayal
Sharma (Delhi) - Krishna-
Sudama Nautanki

Banodha
Bamboo

e
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UP CM orders arrangement
for Mauni Amavasya

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
LUCKNOW

Chief Minister  Yogi
Adityanath, on Wednesday,
directed improved arrangements
for the expected 8-10 crore devo-
tees at Sangam on Mauni
Amavasya, January 29.
Reviewing the turnout of over 6
crore  devotees at the
Mahakumbh during Paush
Purnima and Makar Sankranti
festivals with senior officials ata
high-level meeting, he stressed
the need for enhanced
preparations for the upcoming
event.

He instructed officials to

coordinate with the railways to
ensure timely operation of
special Mahakumbh trains,
emphasizing the need for
continuous operation of both
regular and special trains, with
increased  frequency  to
accommodate the large number
of devotees. The Chief Minister
highlighted the need to
enhance the mobile network in
the fair area and ensure the
continuous operation of buses,
shuttle buses, and electric buses.
He also emphasized regular
toilet cleaning, barricading of
ghats, and 24x7 electricity and
drinking water supply in all
sectors.

UP oy mobi

PTI W MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Wednesday
announced the deployment of
mobile laboratories to carry out
food inspections at eateries in
the Maha Kumbh Mela area
here, aiming to monitor
hygiene and safety standards.

Assistant Food
Commissioner (Grade 2)
Sushil Kumar Singh

emphasised the use of Food
Safety on Wheels' to prevent
the distribution of spoiled or
adulterated food to the
pilgrims.

"These mobile laboratories
conduct on-the-spot testing
of food and beverages.
Regular quality checks are
conducted at hotels, dhabas,
and small stalls, with food
safety complaints promptly
addressed to ensure swift
action," Singh added.

In a statement, the Uttar
Pradesh government said that
under the leadership of chief
minister Yogi Adityanath,
efforts are being made to
ensure clean and quality food
for the millions of devotees
attending the Maha Kumbh.
"The fair is divided into five

L  Proha
zones and 25 sectors, with
food safety officers in each
sector regularly monitoring
hygiene and safety standards,"
the government said.

"All food safety operations are
coordinated from the central
office located on Sankat
Mochan Marg in Sector 24.
This office oversees food
monitoring  efforts  and
supervises the deployment of
teams across the fair," it
added.

While food safety officers are
stationed in every sector,
while chief officers oversee
every five sectors, the
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government said.

A maximum of 14 sectors are
actively monitored in the
Jhunsi area, it noted.

On January 13, the first day of
the Maha Kumbh, around
1.75 crore devotees gathered
at the Triveni Sangam. The
number of devotees doubled
to 3.5 crore on the second day,
marked by Makar Sankranti.
The Uttar Pradesh
government estimates a
footfall of 40 to 45 crore
pilgrims and visitors over the
next six weeks, until February
26, for the largest spiritual
gathering on the planet.

Vidya Kumbh: Bringing education to children
of sanitation workers in Mahakumbh mela

BISWAJEET BANERJEE W
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

In a unique initiative, the Uttar
Pradesh government has
established five “Vidya Kumbh”
primary schools within the
sprawling Mahakumbh mela
ground in Prayagraj. These
schools are dedicated to pro-
viding free, high-quality edu-
cation to the children of the
15,000 sanitation workers tire-
lessly maintaining cleanliness
during the grand event.

The project, spearheaded by
the state’s basic education
department, aims to ensure
that the education of these
children is not disrupted while
their families work at the
Mahakumbh. The schools,
located in sectors 1, 2, 7, 10,
and 13, are equipped with
digital classrooms,
playgrounds, and a host of
amenities, creating a vibrant
learning environment.

Basic education minister
Sandeep Singh hailed the
effort as an example of the
government’s commitment to

education. “On the auspicious
occasion of Maha Kumbh-
2025, the Uttar Pradesh
government is paving the way
for a brighter future for the
next generation,” Singh said in
a statement.

The schools have enrolled over
500 students so far, with the
target set at 1,000. Children

aged 6 to 14 have been
surveyed and placed in classes
appropriate to their age.
Education is being provided
free of cost, along with school
uniforms, sweaters, books, and
stationery under the ‘Umang
Kit scheme.

Director  general, school
education, Kanchan Verma,

said, “Through Vidya Kumbh,
we are ensuring that the
education of  children
belonging to labor families
continues uninterrupted, even
in the midst of this massive
event”

For Sunita, a sanitation worker
from Varanasi, the initiative
has been life-changing. “I was
worried about my daughter
Rajkumari missing her studies
while I worked here. Now, she’s
not only learning but also
enjoying her time with new
friends;” Sunita shared with a
smile.

Eight-year-old  Arjun, a
student at Vidya Kumbh
Primary School in Sector-10,
expressed his delight, saying,
“I love studying here! We get
to play in the big playground,
and the teachers are very kind.
The best part is that we also get
tasty food every day”

Another student, 10-year-old
Meena, added, “The school
gave us new books, sweaters,
and even shoes. I'm happy to
come here every day”

The schools emphasize digital

and game-based learning, with
lessons taught using audio-
video content, whiteboards,
and interactive activities. For
nursery students, playful
methods have been adopted to
spark  their interest in
education.

Akanksha Rana, officer on
special duty for the Kumbh
Mela Authority, highlighted
the broader vision: “We plan
to establish Vidya Kumbh
schools in all 25 sectors of
Mahakumbh Nagar. This
initiative not only ensures
education but also builds a
sense of community and care”
The children also receive
nutritious mid-day meals,
with a dedicated dining area
ensuring they remain healthy
and energized throughout the
day.

The Vidya Kumbh initiative
reflects the state government’s
focus on inclusive
development during
Mahakumbh 2025, which is
expected to witness millions of
devotees from across the
globe.

Consumer goods brands rush to grab eyeballs as pilgrims converge for holy dip at Mahakumbh

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

From putting products on
display at stalls to setting up
resting camps for pilgrims,
consumer goods companies
have been scrambling to show-
case brands at Mahakumbh as
devotees throng in record
numbers to take a holy dip at
Sangam - the confluence of
rivers Ganga, Yamuna and the
mystical Saraswati.

Top brands, including Dettol,
Dabur, Pepsico, Coca-Cola,
and corporate houses such as
ITC and Reliance have set up
camp ashrams, lined up their
products, and are distributing
samples and refreshments.
The unmissable signage
boards make one thing clear:
the companies are expecting
to make their presence felt in
the coming days.

The brands -- which have
been facing headwinds owing
to multiple factors led by
rising prices and tepid sales in
urban markets -- are taking
the Mahakumbh as an
opportunity to  directly
engage with the consumers --
especially the rural

population -- and
communicating with them
through a host of special
initiatives over 45-day-long
events, in which about 40
crore people are estimated to
attend.

Reliance Consumer Products
Ltd (RCPL), the FMCG arm
of  billionaire = Mukesh
Ambani-led Reliance
Industries retail empire, is
offering services and product
availability of its consumer
products to enhance the
pilgrim journey.

“This will include providing

essential refreshments to
ensure  pilgrims  remain
hydrated and energised

during their spiritual quest.
Signage and directional
boards are also being installed
to assist pilgrims with clear,
easy-to-read signages and
branding to navigate the vast
expanse of the event
smoothly, said RCPL Chief

Operating  Officer Ketan
Mody.

It will also operate 'aaram
sthal' (resting areas),

designated comfortable rest
zones to offer pilgrims a
moment to relax during their

long and often arduous
journeys, he added.

FMCG brand Reckitt through
its flagship hygiene brand
Dettol will support nearly
15,000 sanitation workers by

providing training
programmes and making
soaps accessible to them at
Kumbh.

It is also deploying health and
hygiene volunteers across all

25 sectors of the Kumbh,
offering on-ground support
and guidance to the pilgrims,
under the campaign Dettol
Banega Swasth India'.

“The Maha Kumbh Mela

2025 provides a unique
opportunity to  embed
hygiene practices into one of
India's  most  culturally
significant events. We are
delighted to take ahead our
long-standing  partnership
with the Government of Uttar
Pradesh and GIWA, said
Reckitt --  South Asia
Executive Vice President
Gaurav Jain.

Home-grown FMCG firm
Dabur said it has also planned
a series of consumer engaging
activities to  strengthen
connect with people during
the Kumbh Mela.

“We feel direct engagement
with consumers during such
traditional melas that helps us
strengthen our bond with
consumers. They, in turn, get
the opportunity to touch, feel
and experience our products.
This reinforces their long-
standing trust in the brand
Dabur,” Dabur India CEO
Mohit Malhotra said.

In rural markets, success
depends highly on how a
brand is positioned and
promoted. The greater the
strategic attention to a unique
demand, the greater the

chances of the product's
success in rural pockets.
“Since the Kumbh Mela is
deeply rooted in cultural and
spiritual traditions, brands
that align their messaging
with these values can create a
stronger connection with the
audience,” he said.

Moreover, standing out in a
crowded environment
requires  creativity  and

innovation. “While the space
may seem cluttered, it actually
offers companies the
opportunity to get consumers
to touch, feel and experience
their brands and build greater
connections.  This  will
generate sales in the days to
come,” he said, adding, “Most
of our key power brands like
Dabur Chyawanprash, Dabur
Honey, Dabur Red Paste,
Dabur Amla Hair Oil, Vatika,
Hajmola, and Honitus will be
undertaking consumer
activations at the Kumbh
Mela”

Beverages major Coca-Cola
will pair with its portfolio of
beverages with local foods
and flavours. “We are
committed to creating social
impact through multiple

initiatives at the event that
showcase the potential of
repurposed packaging and
raise  awareness  about
recycling to inspire collective
action,” said Coca-Cola India
and South West Asia Vice
President Marketing
Greishma Singh.
Multi-conglomerate ITC sees
the Mahakumbh as a unique
spiritual, economic and
cultural confluence, offering
unparalleled opportunities for
brands to engage with
consumers. It has activated its
Mangaldeep agarbatti
(incense sticks) and packaged
food brand Bingo.

“ITC's FMCG  brands,
including  Bingo! and
Mangaldeep, are leveraging
this opportunity to connect
with the masses through
experiential initiatives at the
mega event. Through its
consumer connect initiative,
Bingo will bring the local
culture of Uttar Pradesh to life
at the brand's activity booth
with initiatives such as
creating reels on famous local
songs using traditional props
and offering fusion dishes,”
said an ITC spokesperson.
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Wildfires: A call for action

Los Angeles fires ravage city as President-elect Trump

prepares for second term amid climate change controversy

the United States faces devastation from the Los Angeles fires, which have claimed

As President-elect Donald Trump prepares to assume office for his second term,

several lives and caused billions of dollars in damages. Trump has maintained
that there is no such thing like climate change and has even withdrawn from Paris
climate agreement. He has been fighting developing countries and even its own allies
over climate change. The Los Angeles fires a direct consequence of climate change
must come as an eye-opener to the president-elect. The city has become a focal point
for devastating wildfires, which have grown in intensity and frequency over the past
few decades. The wildfires of recent years, including the catastrophic ones in 2023,
serve as a stark reminder of the urgent need to address the underlying factors fuel-
ing these disasters and to build a more resilient future. Wildfires in Los Angeles and
the broader Southern California region are driven by a confluence of factors: prolonged

to repair.

droughts, climate change, urban sprawl into fire-prone
areas, and an accumulation of dry vegetation. The
Los Angels fires have destroyed several homes, dis-
placed thousands of residents and led to several fatal-
ities. The economic toll have reached billions of dol-
lars, while the ecological damage will take decades

The increasing frequency and severity of wildfires are
directly linked to climate change. Rising temperatures,
prolonged droughts, and shifting weather patterns cre-
ate ideal conditions for fires to ignite and spread rapid-
ly. These fires underscore the necessity of global and
local actions to mitigate climate change, including

reducing greenhouse gas emissions and transitioning to renewable energy sources.
One of the significant contributors to wildfire vulnerability is urban sprawl into wild-
land-urban interface areas. Accumulated dry vegetation acts as fuel for wildfires. The
Los Angeles fires are a wake-up call for governments across the world. Addressing
the wildfire crisis requires a multi-faceted approach that includes tackling climate change,
revising urban development policies, investing in emergency preparedness and fos-
tering community engagement. Los Angeles, like many other regions around the world,
must learn to adapt to a man-made reality where wildfires are a persistent threat. By
applying the lessons learned from past disasters, the city can build a safer, more resilient
future for its residents and ecosystems. But for that to happen the decisions must be
taken at the highest level and the world leaders must bury the hatchet and come to
an agreement that something concrete needs to be done to mitigate the climate dis-
aster. It is a universal problem affecting all of us so a unified action alone can curb
this menace. The Los Angeles fires might prompt Donald Trump to consider the impor-
tance of taking action for the greater good, rather than focusing solely on appeasing

his supporters.
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A woman makes ‘rangoli” during ‘Pongal’ festival celebrations, in Chikkamagaluru

PTI

omen breaking
the glass ceiling

Women are all set to break the barriers at the highest level as the
Vatican and Canada brace up for the top post for a lady

wo dramatic announce-
I ments were made last week
that could significantly
advance women’s empowerment
worldwide. The first was a historic
decision from the Vatican, which
saw Pope Francis appoint Sister
Simona Brambilla as the prefect
for the first time.
This 59-year-old Consolata
Missionary, previously the sec-
ond-in-command of the order
department, has created history.
Her position corrects the gender
imbalance to a certain extent.
Sister Brambilta’s appointment is
seen as a progressive step forward.
This position, long considered a
male domain, is now open to
women for the first time. She will
oversee all religious orders with-
in the Catholic Church, a signif-
icant step forward since no
woman has held this prestigious
position before. Thus, the contri-
bution by women to the Church
is at last acknowledged and an
essential precedent for further
empowerment of women.
Incidentally, a significant Vatican
summit brought Catholic leaders
worldwide not long ago.
It addressed the importance of
enhancing womens leadership
roles, among other issues—
important representatives from
over 100 countries, including
Cardinals and Bishops. It also
considered a proposal concerning
women deacons. Again, Pope
Francis granted the women in the
Church the right to vote for the
first time two years ago, in line
with his commitment to advanc-
ing women within the Church in
decision-making roles. It also
promoted gender equality with-
in the Church and womens par-
ticipation at the highest levels. The
Pope had also set up two Vatican
Commissions on the potential
ordination of women as deacons.
The second dramatic announce-
ment was the resignation of
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau and, subsequently, the
race to become Prime Minister. It
has all the potential to elect a
woman Prime Minister. After a
decade in power marked by both
successes and challenges,
Trudeau’s resignation had been
dramatic. Ten years ago Trudeau
began with great promise but
ended amid mounting difficulties

at home and abroad. He faced
challenges such as inflation,
housing issues, and immigra-
tion, which weakened the
Liberal Party. After Trudeau’s
resignation, senior leaders in
the Liberal Party, including
Anita Anand, the current
transport minister, were
preparing to replace him.
Anand, a senior party member,
was born in rural Nova Scotia
and moved to Ontario in 1985.
She was first elected as the MP
for Oakville in 2019 and has
held various significant roles,
including Minister of Public
Services and Procurement,
President of the Treasury
Board, and Minister of
National Defence. Anand
missed the chance of making
history as Canada first female
Prime Minister of colour and
Indian descent. It would have
potentially marked a signifi-
cant shift in women’s empow-
erment in Canadian politics.

However, she withdrew from
the race on Sunday to return
to her academic career, disap-
pointing her supporters.
Deputy Prime Minister
Chrystia Freeland and
Innovation Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne are
potential contenders to suc-
ceed Trudeau. Canada has a

record 103 female MPs,
including 22 elected in the
2021 federal election.

Other frontrunners include
former central banker Mark
Carney, whose recent resigna-
tion prompted Trudeaus exit.
Candidates must declare their
intent and pay a $350,000

I[F CANADA entry fee by January 23. So far,
ELECTS A Finee Mir Do
WOM AN, IT Mélanie Joly have withdrawp
from the race to focus on their
WOuULD duties, with Anita also recent-
ly bowing out. The challenges
CORRECT Trudeau ‘s successor will face,
THE GENDER including repairing strained
international relations and
IMBALANCE managing domestic policy
i derscore the urgent
D ES PITE 1Ssues, un . g

need for a leader with a clear
WOMEN vision and strong leadership
skills. Indians are interested in
HOLDING  Canada because of the large

Indian diaspora.
Recently, tensions between

ESSENTIAL Iy, b

PORTFOLIOQS India and Canada have esca-
lated after Prime Minister
LIKE DEFENCE Trudeau accused India of
AND FINANCE involvement in the shooting of

a Khalistani terrorist in Surrey
in June 2023. In retaliation,
India stopped issuing new
visas to Canadians and asked
Canada to reduce its diplomat-
ic presence. In contrast to
Trudeau, India hopes for a pro-

KALYANI SHANKAR

India Prime Minister. If
Canada elects a woman, it
would correct the gender
imbalance despite women
holding essential portfolios
like Defence and Finance. The
election of a woman as the next
Prime Minister could mark a
significant milestone in
Canadian politics, furthering
the cause of women’s empow-
erment and challenging tradi-
tional gender roles in leader-
ship.Trudeau’s successor will
inherit a lot of problems. There
are tensions between the US
and India. One of the critical
tasks will be to repair strains
in foreign policy issues. There
is also a lot of backlog in the
immigration. On the domes-
tic side, Canada’s Liberal Party
faced internal problems, which
led to Trudeau’s exit.The elec-
tion results will be available on
March 8. In the meantime, the
election landscape is becoming
more transparent, as leaders
like Anita Anand have already
withdrawn from the race. It is
also interesting to note that
Vice President Kamala Harris
won in the 2020 polls. The US
has yet to elect a woman pres-

ident.
(The writer is a popular
columnist; views are
personal)

The timeless value of soft

skills in the fast-paced world

SANJAY CHANDRA

In a world that often uses wealth and appearances as markers of success, the

true essence of human interaction—soft skills—frequently takes a backseat

e are often judged
Wby factors that may
not be relevant in

the long run. Wealth, phys-
ical features, the name of the
school or college we attend-
ed, flashy clothes, and many
more, are the parameters
used to measure our success.
We forget that soft skills are
equally, if not more, impor-
tant. I waited patiently for
my turn in the check-in
queue at the airport during
a recent visit to Mumbai.
The young lady behind the
counter handed the board-
ing pass to the passenger and
guided her to walk some dis-
tance to get a wheelchair.

The older lady cryptically
remarked that the wheel-
chair was expected to come
to her instead of the other
way around. The counter girl
looked clueless. Later in the
evening, I walked over to the
express check-in counter at
the hotel. I waited patiently
as the gentleman bent down
to retrieve something before
completing my formalities.
Another counter lady walked
by looking at me. Since the
man did not resurface even
after a lapse of time, I looked
at the gentleman behind the
adjoining table, who offered

-
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to assist me, explaining that
the computer system at the
other counter was not work-
ing. None from the crowd at
the reception had bothered
to assist me.

The private company I
worked for won laurels year
after year as the best employ-
er. I wondered about the cri-
teria for the evaluation, more
so since I saw many of the
executives quitting the com-
pany and dissatisfied with
the working conditions.
The HR employees respon-
sible for implementing all the
right words in the rulebook
failed to decipher the basic
principles of Maslow’s
Hierarchy of Needs. All three
companies are reputed
names in the private sector.

They recruit people with
the best credentials from
the best business schools or
the best in the hospitality
industry.

One would expect them to
understand soft skills, unlike
those working in the govern-
ment sector. I was witness to
and on the receiving end of
a raid by an enforcement
agency while working in a
private company.

The officials barged into the
office accompanied by uni-
formed policemen. Orders
were rudely barked at me not
to touch the telephone. My
mobile phone was snatched
from my hands.

The officials remained in the
office for more than 24 hours
during which I, and the
other team members, were
not allowed to contact our
families. We were made to
feel like criminals for no rea-
son.I was recently stopped by
a traffic policeman after I
had crossed a legitimate
green traffic signal.

I was perplexed. Another
policeman sauntered over
to ask me the reasons for my
arguing with the other offi-
cial. He rudely reprimanded
me when I showed my igno-
rance of the matter. The

policeman had stopped me
apparently for crossing the
red signal. Fortunately for
me, there were cameras at
the crossing, which proved
my innocence.
We face a similar lack of soft
skills in our personal lives.
Decades earlier, my wife and
I were not given a table for
lunch at a famous restaurant
in Delhi.
We were a newly wedded
young couple and were
probably not dressed the
same way as their regular
clientele. An attractive per-
sonality, a good education
and a good job are enough
for parents to settle mar-
riages of daughters to
strangers, not knowing if
the young man will treat the
girl well.
There are countless exam-
ples. I was taught to be a
good human being. The
children of today are more
intelligent and smart. All
that we need to do is to teach
them to be a better person
each succeeding day. Soft
skills will follow.
(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts
classes in creative writing;
views are personal)
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BORDER FENCING DISPUTE
Madam — Apropos to the article “India
summons Bangladesh Deputy High
Commissioner” The escalation of ten-
sions along the India-Bangladesh bor-
der is yet another reflection of the low
point in bilateral ties between two
neighbouring countries. Bangladesh’s
concern over India’s efforts to fence the
international boundary to stem smug-
gling and other transnational crimes is
misplaced, especially since there have
been several attempts by smugglers and
traffickers from the Bangladeshi side to
transgress the border.
But India is well within its rights to con-
struct fencing in porous sections of the
border to prevent transnational crimes
in the wake of stray incidents of violence,
including firing reported from along the
border, especially in West Bengal. The
key aim of fencing the India-Bangladesh
border is cracking down on smuggling
and streamlining the legitimate move-
ment of goods and people. However,
there are mechanisms in place to address
these issues, and if necessary, these can
be revisited to make them work more
effectively. Meanwhile, it would be fool-
ish to undo all the achievements of the
past and create another point of dispute
in a relationship that is already weighed
down because of the new political
dynamics in Dhaka. More than address-
ing the immediate irritants on the bor-
der, the two sides need to take further
steps to arrest the slide in the overall
relationship and prevent new areas of
divergence.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

CEASEFIRE IN SIGHT

Madam— An encouraging piece of
news has emerged once again from
Gaza. Hamas has recently agreed to
release some of the Israeli citizens it has
been holding hostage. Discussions
between Hamas and Israeli officials
had been ongoing for several days
regarding this matter. On October 7,
2023, Hamas launched a sudden attack

E EDITOR

BGCI disallows spouse travel with team

he step taken by the BCCI to improve the
Tperformance of the Indian cricket team is
both positive and visionary. After facing
consecutive defeats, the BCCI has decided to
prohibit players from taking their families along
on foreign tours to ensure discipline and main-

on Israel, killing nearly 1,200 Israeli cit-
izens and taking around 254 individu-
als hostage. The unexpected scale of the
attack and the killing of innocent civil-
ians shocked Israel deeply. In retaliation,
Israel launched counterattacks. More
than a year has passed, yet the conflict
continues. Hamas is set to release 34
hostages, which include women, chil-
dren, the elderly, and some ailing sol-
diers.
Efforts for a ceasefire in Gaza and the
release of Israeli hostages have been
underway for a long time. Recently,
Hamas released a video of an Israeli
female soldier who is among those
held hostage. The soldier, Liri Albag, was
one of the Israeli citizens captured by
Hamas on October 7, 2023. In the video,
Liri blamed Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu for the delay in the
release of hostages. Hamas’s decision to
release some of the Israeli citizens held
hostage offers a glimmer of hope in this
war-torn situation. Indeed, it can be con-
sidered a new ray of hope.
Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai

tain focus. This decision is a significant step
toward enhancing the team’s mental and phys-
ical health. When all team members unite and
focus solely on the game, their performance
is bound to improve.
Spending time with family is important, but
during tournaments, undivided attention on the
game is essential. This decision will not only
strengthen players’ mindsets but also fortify
team spirit. It will create a healthy competi-
tive environment, motivating players to deliv-
er their best. Additionally, spending more time
with team management and coaching staff will
refine their strategies and skills. This decision,
taken with players’ long-term careers and
national pride in mind, will instill profession-
al discipline and inspire them to stay goal-ori-
ented. In the long run, this will prove benefi-
cial for Indian cricket.

R K Jain | Barwani

INDIA ENGAGES WITH AFGHANISTAN
Madam — India’s ties with Afghanistan
have been strong for a long time. However,
over the last four years, the Taliban’s
takeover of Afghanistan has slightly
strained these relations. The recent meet-
ing between India’s foreign secretary and
Afghanistan’s acting foreign minister in
Dubai might help strengthen the bond
once again. It is essential for India to main-
tain close relations with Afghanistan,
regardless of who is in power. Currently,
both Afghanistan and the Taliban are at
odds with Pakistan, especially after
Pakistan's recent attack on the Afghanistan
border, which has further strained their
relations. Geopolitically, this situation
benefits India, as Pakistan’s focus on its
border with Afghanistan reduces its
capacity to infiltrate India with terrorists.
Strengthening ties with the Taliban-led
Afghanistan and extending support could
help India reduce its security concerns.
Priya Thakur | Ujjain

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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THE POWER OF
POSITIVE SELF-TALK

It comes handy when the pursuit of
happiness is interrupted by challenges

RAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

II'of us have a deep desire to be in a state of happiness forever.
ABut it's quite difficult to find someone who is truly blessed, to remain

always happy. Isn’t it? The fact is that for most of us, the happy
times are often broken by periodic sorrow or disappointment. It has been
observed that a prerequisite for happiness is success in all our endeav-
ours. Therefore, all of us go to great lengths to ensure that we succeed
in everything we do. But unfortunately here too, things don’t go the way
we want them to.
Throughout our lives, we put in the maximum possible efforts to suc-
ceed to prevent failure, but ironically, despite all our desire for success,
we undermine our efforts by thinking negatively. It might be hard to believe,
but the reality is that we pave the way for our success or failure through
our thoughts. Yes! After all, every human action begins with a thought,
which is followed by reflection, a decision and then action. So, if our
thoughts and actions are completely in harmony, we attain success.
However, if our minds are full of doubts or fear about the task we are
performing, it undermines our chances of success. So how does one

train a thought to work in our favour? Is it possible? Yeah! It is. The only
thing that we need to do is to make our thoughts as pure and positive
as those of the Almighty Supreme who transforms this world from one
of sorrow and misery to one of peace and happiness with just a seed
of powerful thought. A simple way to begin this process of transforma-
tion is to use asseveration. An asseveration is a resolute statement that
we make to ourselves.
All of us use it intentionally or unintentionally throughout our day. When
we wake up with a positive thought like “I feel great”, that is a positive
asseveration. On the other day if we drag ourselves out of bed in the
morning and whimper: “Ohh | feel drowsy “, that is a negative assev-
eration. We must understand that both these statements help us to main-
tain the emotional state that we are in. Majority of the people across the
world do not give much importance to self-talk, i.e. the things that we
say to ourselves. It is indeed a very important part of our lives because
it deeply affects our conscious and subconscious minds. Remember!
We listen to everything we say to ourselves consciously or subconscious-
ly. Because our asseveration works so well to create and maintain our
state of mind, we can use it cleverly to change our state of mind to our
best advantage.
There is no doubt that it takes a lot of effort and time, but with persis-
tence, asseverations can become a strong tool to make our outlook and
life healthier and happier. We can either create or maintain a powerful
state of mind with positive asseverations or use them to counter our neg-
ative self-talk. Let’s say you are running for a half marathon. Despite all
the preparations, you tend to lose rhythm and get into some snag.
All of a sudden your confidence sags and you catch yourself thinking
“l can’t do this. | shouldn’t have registered for a half marathon, My capac-
ity is too low, | am too weak as compared to others..” All this negative
thinking, if allowed to persist, will guarantee that you fail. You can make
up some positive asseverations to counter this thinking. Like, you might
think, “I feel confident, | can do this, Slow and Steady wins the Race.”
[f you repeat this several times, you will soon start feeling better & achieve
your desired goal. While using this self-motivation technique of assev-
eration, we become more conscious of our thoughts, feelings and behav-
iour, and start feeling better about ourselves. The only thing that we need
to remember is “Never to give up”, because however slow the results
may seem to be coming, these techniques give us greater control of
our thoughts, feelings and behaviour, putting us in charge of our lives.
(The writer is a spiritual educator and popular columnist;
views are personal)
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'The communication

crossroads of 2025

With disinformation on the rise and the human connection often overshadowed by
algorithms, the question looms: Are we fostering understanding, or fueling division?

CHAITANYA K PRASAD

n 2025, the world is navigating a

labyrinth of communication com- :

plexities. From geopolitical ten- :

sions to the pervasive influence of :

technology, communication :
strategies are at the centre of global sta- :
bility—or instability.
As the tools of interaction evolve, so too :
do the challenges, responsibilities, and :
opportunities they present. Are we :
prepared for what lies ahead, or are we :
hurtling toward a crisis of our own mak- !
ing? The challenges of communication :
in 2025 are markedly different from :
those a decade ago. Geopolitical dynam- :
ics have shifted, with nations leverag- :
ing digital platforms as both tools of :
diplomacy and instruments of disinfor-
mation. The lines between statecraft and :
cyber influence are blurred, creating a
volatile ecosystem where words carry as :
much weight as weapons.
The rise of artificial intelligence and :
algorithm-driven content has exacerbat-
ed these challenges. While these tools
offer unprecedented efficiency, they also :
prioritize engagement metrics over
truth. The result is an overabundance :
of sensationalist, clickbait content that :
often prioritises superficiality over sub- :
stance. In this cacophony, nuanced :
perspectives and deeply researched :
narratives are drowned out, leaving the :
global audience vulnerable to manipu- :
lation and misinformation. The role of :
media as the “fourth estate” has never :
been more critical—or more scruti- :
nized. In an era of hyper-connectivity, :
the media’s ability to shape public per- :
ception and influence geopolitical out- :
comes is unparalleled. But with great !
power comes great responsibility.
Shouldn’t media foster positive and con-
scious impact? :
Shouldn’t it hold itself accountable for :
the narratives it propagates? :
Unfortunately, the race for clicks and
views often overshadows these ideals. :
The prevalence of sensationalist head- :
lines, shallow analysis, and polarised
reporting erodes trust in media insti-
tutions. This calls for a renewed focus
on media literacy—not just for con- :
sumers but for creators as well. :

i Journalists, editors, and content
i creators must be sensitised to the
: implications of their work, while
i audiences must be equipped to
: critically evaluate the information
: they consume. In dissecting mod-
i ern communication challenges,
: one troubling trend emerges:
¢ superficial solutions to complex
i problems. Whether it’s a rushed

OVERHYPED
NARRATIVES cost of depth.
INFLATE MINOR :
ISSUES INTO
CRISES,
 OVERSTRETCHED
RESOURCES
DILUTE THE:
QUALITY OF
CONTENT, AND
OVERIMAGINED
SOLUTIONS
PROMISE MORE
THAN THEY CAN - thratto
DELIVER.
TOGETHER,
THESE
TENDENCIES
, CREATE A
COMMUNICATION
ENVIRONMENT
RIFE WITH:
MISTRUST AND |
| MIS-
 UNDERSTANDING

¢ ed in authenticity, clarity, and pur-
i pose.Despite these challenges,

headline, an oversimplified tweet,
or a reductive policy announce-
ment, brevity often comes at the

While the demand for digestible
content is understandable, it risks
trivialising critical issues and fos-
tering a culture of intellectual
complacency. To counter this,
there is an urgent need for robust
communication evaluation strate-
gies. Independent evaluators
should assess the quality, accura-
cy, and impact of information dis-
seminated by platforms, news
outlets, and governments. This
would not only enhance account-
ability but also restore faith in the
integrity of communication.The
phenomenon of the “30s”—over-
hyped, overstretched, and over-
imagined—poses a significant
threat to effective communication

Overhyped narratives inflate
minor issues into crises, over-
stretched resources dilute the
quality of content, and overimag-
ined solutions promise more than
they can deliver. Together, these
tendencies create a communica-
tion environment rife with mis-
trust and misunderstanding. In
geopolitics, this can have disas-
trous consequences. Overhyped
tensions can escalate conflicts,
overstretched diplomacy can fal-
ter under scrutiny, and over-
imagined strategies can fail to
address the realities on the
ground. To mitigate these risks,
communication must be ground-

there is hope. The rapid evolution
of communication technologies
offers opportunities for better
synergy and collaboration. Tools
like multilingual AT models, real-
time translation software, and
immersive virtual platforms can
bridge cultural and linguistic
divides, fostering a greater under-
standing of geopolitics. However,
these tools must be wielded with
care. Over-reliance on algorithms
and automation can lead to a loss
of human connection and empa-
thy. The human element in com-
munication—context, emotion,
and nuance—remains irreplace-
able. To ensure these tools are
used effectively, their deploy-
ment must be guided by ethical
frameworks and human over-
sight.When it comes to India, the
nation stands as a dynamic force
in efficient geopolitics and com-
munication, blending tradition
with innovation. With its rich her-
itage of diverse narratives and its
rowing role as a voice for the
Global South, India’s communica-
tion outreach is uniquely posi-
tioned to bridge cultural and ide-
ological divides.
The country’s influence has
expanded far beyond its borders,
particularly through its active
participation in multilateral
forums like the G20, BRICS, and
the United Nations. India’s
emphasis on South-South coop-
eration and its role as a leader in
digital innovation makes it a fer-
tile ground for reshaping global
communication paradigms.
By championing inclusive narra-
tives and fostering dialogue on
issues critical to the Global
South—such as climate justice,
sustainable development, equi-
table access to technology, and
strengthening the education sys-
tem—India leverages its com-
munication landscape to pro-
mote solidarity and shared growth
among developing nations. As a

communication powerhouse,
India’s strategies offer a template
for balancing tradition and inno-
vation, providing hope for a more
connected and empathetic
world.Looking ahead, the most
profound paradigm shift in com-
munication lies in its potential to
resolve, rather than exacerbate,
conflicts. In a world marked by
division, the ability to convey
messages of reconciliation, empa-
thy, and cooperation is invaluable.
Governments, media, and tech-
nology companies must prioritise
communication strategies that
unite rather than divide. For
instance, collaborative storytelling
initiatives could bring together
voices from conflicting regions to
share common experiences.
Platforms could amplify narra-
tives of peacebuilding and
resilience, while governments
could invest in cultural diploma-
cy to foster mutual understand-
ing.The communication land-
scape of 2025 is a double-edged
sword. While challenges like mis-
information, and superficiality
loom large, the potential for pos-
itive transformation is equally sig-
nificant.
To navigate this precarious
moment, we must prioritize
media literacy, accountability,
and ethical use of technology. We
must move away from shallow,
divisive narratives and embrace
depth, authenticity, and empathy.
The question is not whether we
have the tools to create meaning-
ful change, it is whether we have
the will to use them wisely. In an
age of unprecedented connectiv-
ity, the power of communication
lies not in the tools themselves but
in how we choose to wield them.
The future depends on our abil-
ity to communicate with clarity,
conscience, and care.
(The writer is a former civil ser-
vant; Views are personal. Inputs
provided by Zoya Ahmad)

California’s wildfire tragedy: A wake-up call for India’s forest fire management

The Los Angeles disaster underscores the growing wildfire risks in India due to climate change and human activity

or the past week, fire-
Fﬁghters in Los Angeles

have been locked in a
desperate battle against devas-
tating wildfires, which have
claimed numerous lives and
forced the evacuation of over
200,000 residents. Driven by
powerful Santa Ana winds
and prolonged drought condi-
tions, these fires have scorched
hundreds of square kilometers,
wreaking havoc in densely
populated areas like Pacific
Palisades and Altadena.
This disaster has left homes,
places of worship, and critical
infrastructure in ruins, forcing
many into shelters and leaving
thousands without electricity.
The financial toll of these fires
is staggering, estimated
between $135 billion and $150
billion, making this one of the
most economically destructive

SATENDRA

wildfires in US history. Beyond
the immediate destruction,
the long-term effects are pro-
found: soil degradation, harm
to water systems, loss of
wildlife, and deteriorating air
quality.

Moreover, the vast carbon
emissions from these fires will
intensify global climate change,

further exacerbating the envi-
ronmental crisis. This catastro-
phe serves as a stark warning
for India. According to the
IPCC Sixth Assessment
Report, climate change will
likely worsen drought condi-
tions and elevate tempera-
tures in forested areas of South
Asia, including India, thereby
increasing the risk of wildfires.
To address these emerging
challenges, India must over-
haul its forest fire management
strategies, drawing on lessons
from global experiences like
California’s recent tragedy.

India’s forest cover is already
under significant pressure
from human activities and
changing climatic conditions.
The Forest Survey of India
(FSI) reveals that 36 per cent
of Indian forests are classified

as highly, very highly, or

extremely vulnerable to fires.
Regions such as the Northeast,
Garhwal Himalayas, and
Central India are particularly
atrisk. Alarmingly, over 90 per
cent of forest fires in the coun-
try are attributed to human
actions, ranging from negli-
gence to deliberate acts.
California’s wildfire crisis
underscores the urgent need to
rethink existing forest fire
management strategies to
address the evolving chal-
lenges posed by changing geo-
climatic and socio-economic
conditions.

With its rich biodiversity and
diverse forest ecosystems, India
stands to gain valuable insights
from such  disasters.
Developing a comprehensive
strategy that prioritises effec-
tive early warning systems,
robust governance, institu-

tional collaboration, and
increased investment in
research and development is
crucial to safeguarding India’s
forests.

A national action plan aligned
with international frameworks
like the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction would
significantly enhance India’s

ability to manage forest fire
risks. Understanding the
dynamics of disasters is essen-
tial to mitigating these risks.
Conducting vulnerability
assessments at both meso-
and micro-levels can help
identify high-risk zones.
Investment in research and
development, in collaboration
with national and interna-
tional organisations, can
advance technologies for fire
detection, prediction, and sup-
pression.

Enhancing governance in for-
est fire management is equal-
ly critical. Updated policy
frameworks should integrate
forest fire management into
disaster management plans at
both national and state levels.
Standard Operatin
Procedures (SOPs) and field
manuals must be revised and

streamlined to support effec-
tive detection, reporting, and
management of forest fires.
Establishing a dedicated
National Institute of Forest Fire
Management could strength-
en training programmes for
forest officials, community
members, and other stake-
holders, while fostering better
coordination among forest
departments, disaster man-
agement agencies, and local
communities.

Building resilience is para-
mount. Leveraging advanced
technologies like drones, arti-
ficial intelligence, and satellite
monitoring systems can signif-
icantly improve early detection
and suppression efforts.
Creating a national Air
Operation Wing to handle
aerial firefighting operations
would enable rapid responses

to fires. Capacity-building ini-
tiatives, such as training ses-
sions and mock drills, would
equip forest personnel and
local communities with essen-
tial firefighting skills and SOPs.
Collaboration with interna-
tional research institutions to
develop innovative solutions—
such as replacing non-native
tree species with indigenous,
fire-resistant varieties and cre-
ating eco-friendly fire sup-
pression methods—can fur-
ther strengthen forest
resilience and sustainability.
Establishing a national forest
fire knowledge network would
facilitate the sharing of best
practices, research findings,
and innovative approaches.
(The writer is former executive
director of the National Institute
of Disaster Management; views
are personal)
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Authorities take impeached Prez Yoon to detention centre

PTI B SEQOUL

South Korea’s impeached
president, Yoon Suk Yeol,
was sent to a detention centre
near Seoul on Wednesday
night, after being questioned
by anti-corruption officials
who took him into custody
over his imposition of martial
law last month.

Yoon was detained in a major
law enforcement operation at
the presidential compound
earlier in the day. Yoon defi-
antly insisted that the coun-
try’s anti-corruption agency,
which led the raid with police,
didn’t have the authority to
investigate his actions, but
said he complied to prevent
violence.

Yoon, the country’s first sitting
president to be apprehended,
now faces the prospect of a
lengthy prison term over
potential rebellion charges.
In a video message recorded
shortly before he was escort-
ed to the headquarters of the
anti-corruption agency, Yoon
lamented the “rule of law has
completely collapsed in this
country”.

Yoon had been holed up in the
Hannam-dong residence in
the capital, Seoul, for weeks
while vowing to “fight to the
end” the efforts to oust him.
He has justified his declara-

tion of martial law December
3 as a legitimate act of gover-
nance against an “anti-state”
opposition employing its leg-
islative majority to thwart his
agenda.

The Corruption Investigation
Office for High-Ranking
Officials said Yoon was
brought into custody about
five hours after investigators
arrived at the presidential
compound and about three
hours after they successfully
entered the residence, in their
second attempt to detain him
over his imposition of martial
law.

A series of black SUVs, some
equipped with sirens, were
seen leaving the presidential
compound with police escorts.
Yoon was later seen stepping
out of a vehicle after arriving
at the agency’s office in the
nearby city of Gwacheon.
Hundreds of Yoon’s conserv-
ative supporters rallied near
the anti-corruption agency’s
office as he underwent ques-
tioning, shouting slogans and
holding signs that read: “We
will fight alongside President
Yoon Suk Yeol”

Also on Wednesday, an
unidentified man was in life-
threatening condition after
an apparent self-immolation
near the site, according to the
Gyeonggi provincial fire

Investigators from the state anti- corrupnon agency and police officers make their way to the residence of impeached President

Yoon Suk Yeol to execute a warrant to detain Yoon in Seoul, South Korea on Wednesday.

AP/PTI

department.

After he was questioned for
more than 10 hours, a vehicle
carrying Yoon arrived at a
detention center in Uiwang,
near Seoul, escorted by police
and presidential security vehi-
cles.

WHAT’S NEXT?

Yoon could be held in custody
for weeks, possibly even
months or longer.

The anti-corruption agency,

which is leading a joint inves-
tigation with the police and
the military over whether
Yoon’s martial law declaration
amounted to an attempted
rebellion, has 48 hours to
request a court order for his
formal arrest.

If it fails to do so, Yoon will be
released. If Yoon is formally
arrested, investigators can
extend his detention to 20
days before transferring the
case to public prosecutors for

indictment.

If prosecutors indict Yoon on
rebellion and abuse of power
charges, which are the allega-
tions examined by investiga-
tors, he could possibly remain
under arrest until the initial
court ruling, which is typical-
ly made within six months,
said Park Sung-bae, an attor-
ney specialising in criminal
law.

Under South Korean law, the
leader of a rebellion can face

the death penalty or life
imprisonment, if convicted.
“If the first court hands down
a prison sentence, the deten-
tion simply continues,” Park
said. “If they sentence him to
life imprisonment, for exam-
ple, he continues serving that
sentence straight through.”
Yoon’s defence minister, police
chief and several top military
commanders already had been
arrested over their roles in the
enforcement of martial law.
The detention warrant for
Yoon, issued by the Seoul
Western District Court, said
there were substantial rea-
sons to suspect that he com-
mitted crimes as a “ringleader
of a rebellion”.

The anti-corruption agency
told reporters that Yoon, dur-
ing several hours of ques-
tioning through Wednesday
evening, exercised his right to
remain silent.

Yoon’s presidential powers
were suspended when parlia-
ment impeached him on
December 14. The impeach-
ment case now rests with the
Constitutional Court, which
could formally remove Yoon
from office or reject the case
and reinstate him.

In a separate message posted
on his Facebook account after
he was detained, Yoon said
that “martial law is not a

crime’, saying his declaration
was necessary to raise aware-
ness about an opposition that
was exercising “legislative dic-
tatorship by blocking laws
and budgets” and “paralysing”
state affairs. He denied the
rebellion accusations, describ-
ing his impeachment as
“fraud”

As they began the detention
operation in the early morn-
ing, the anti-corruption inves-
tigators and police officers
engaged in an hourslong
standoff at the compound’s
gate with presidential securi-
ty forces, but otherwise
encountered no meaningful
resistance.

Police officers were seen using
wire cutters to remove the
barbed wire placed by the
presidential security service
on the perimeter of the com-
pound to block their entry.
Some police officers used lad-
ders to climb over rows of
buses blocking the com-
pound’s entrance, and then the
investigators began moving up
the hilly compound. The
investigators and police later
arrived in front of a metal gate
with a gold presidential mark
that’s near Yoon’s residential
building. Some officers were
seen entering a security door
on the side of the metal gate,
joined by one of Yoon’s

lawyers and his chief of staff,
before Yoon was driven out.
South Korea’s acting leader,
Deputy Prime Minister Choi
Sang-mok, issued a statement
early Wednesday urging law
enforcement and the presi-
dential security service to
ensure there were no “physi-
cal clashes”.

Following Yoon’s detention,
Choi met with diplomats from
the Group of Seven nations,
including the United States,
Japan, the UK and Germany,
as well as the representative of
the European Union, to reas-
sure them that the govern-
ment was functioning with
stability. Park Chan-dae, floor
leader of the liberal opposition
Democratic Party, which
drove the legislative campaign
to impeach Yoon, said that
Yoon’s detention was the “first
step toward restoring consti-
tutional order, democracy,
and realising the rule of law”.
Lawmakers from Yoon’s
People Power Party con-
demned the detention as
unlawful. The National Police
Agency met with field com-
manders in Seoul and nearby
Gyeonggi province in recent
days to plan their efforts to
detain Yoon, and the size of
those forces fuelled specula-
tion that more than 1,000
officers could be deployed.
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
EASTERN CIRCLE-Il, CHANDIKHOLE

A-887 Email ID: - seecZchandikhole@gmail.com
e” Procurement Notice No. ACE, EC-ll 05 of 2024-25 (On-line)
1. Name of Work Work list attached in the Technical Bid Document.
2. Total No. of package 15 nos. individual package.
Tender Cost of Packages
3. vaules from Rs.206.19 Lakhs to Rs.787.60 Lakhs
4. | Cost of Bid Document Rs.10,000/- (On-line Payment)
5 Bid Security varies from Rs.2,06,200/- to Rs.7,87,600/-

o

Class of Contractor

in the Bid Document

7. Period of completion

“A” Class & “Special” Class for Sl. No.1&2 and "B” &
“A” Class for Sl.No.3 to Sl.No.15 of Work list attached

Sl. No. 3to 15

|12 (Twelve) Calendar months for packages SI.
No.18&2 & 06 (Six) Calendar Months for packages for

8. Other details are as follows.

Procurement Officer Availability of Tender On-line for bidding Date of Opening of
—From To Technical Bid (Cover-1)
Additional Chief Engineer,
Eastern Circle-ll, 16/01/2025 at 10 Am | 30/01/2025UP 10 | 54/61/2025 at 11.30 AM
__Chandikhole | | I
9. e-mail id H seec2chandikhole@gmail.com
10. Further detailed conditions can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

11. Any comgendum/addendum/cancellation of tender to the above notice if any can be seen from the

above website.
OIPR-32322/11/0010/2425

Additional'Thief Engineer
Eastern Circle-1l, Chandikhole

Dire fire warmng for LA area pushed bhack as winds ease

PTI M LOS ANGELES

Easing winds delivered a brief
but much-needed reprieve
to firefighters Tuesday as they
battled two massive blazes
burning in the Los Angeles
area, and the National Weather
Service pushed back its unusu-
ally dire warning of critical fire
weather until early the follow-
ing day.

Forecasters said the winds were
below danger levels in the
evening, but they were expect-
ed to strengthen overnight with
potentially fire-fuelling gusts.
Red flag warnings remained in
effect from Central California
to the Mexican border until late

Altadena, Calif.

Trucks drive through a neighborhood destroyed by the Eaton Fire, Tuesday, in

AP/PTI

afternoon Wednesday.
Winds increased Tuesday but

not to the near-hurricane-force
levels that were predicted to

happen earlier in the day. Still
the danger was not over, offi-
cials said. “Key message: We are
not out of the woods yet,” the
National Weather Service in
Los Angeles said in a post on
social media. “The winds
underperformed today, but one
more enhancement could hap-
pen tonight-tomorrow.”

This round of Santa Ana winds
was not expected to be as
mighty as last week, but they
could carry fire-sparking
embers for miles and stoke
new outbreaks in a region
where at least 25 people have
already been killed. Firefighters
made more progress on the
Palisades Fire, the largest and

most stubborn blaze. CalFire
Operations Section Chief
Christian Litz said he took a
helicopter ride around the
perimeter and saw no active
flames, though it was far from
over.

Nearly 90,000 households lost
electricity as utilities shut off
power to prevent their lines
from sparking new blazes.
Weary and anxious residents
were told to be ready to flee at
a moment’s notice. They
remained vigilant, keeping an
eye on the skies and on each
other: Police announced rough-
ly 50 arrests, for looting, flying
drones in fire zones, violating
curfew and other crimes.
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24 |Heera Lal 4350732| 001 123Sangeeta Narang 7976494 | 001 | 5,99,186.02| 133.58/| 218 Sourabh 10087 038 12864052 5404
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27 | Sahil Anand 4566101| 001 126|Nifin Agrawal 7992583 | 002 [10,95,297.17| 192.47]| 22| Neeraj Kumar Gupta 7728084/ 003| 8,74,832.00| 163.95
28 | Gurmeet Singh 4696040, 001 127|Naseem Ahmad 7994514 | 001 3.72,009.36| 67.87||222}Anubha Agarwal 7636785 00117,21,094.82) 349.50
29 | Murari 4897373 001 128/ Mamta Rani 7998603 | 001 | 6,46,601.52| 117.50/| 223|Shubham Sharma 78437461 010 (19,70,721.08) 361.03
30 | Rajkumari 4897406| 001 129 Afsha 7999782 | 001 [ 221:179.72| 50.83|| 224|Neeraj 70887711 006 | 7,69,781.38) 140.97
31 | Md Sabir Uddin 4908884| 001 - NARELA EE— —|225|Harshit Pahwa 7955768 | 001| 3,44 689.58| 87.17|
32 | Suresh . 4910790| 001 226/Suman Singh 7968201) 001| 3,56,812.17| 62.80)
23 | Gauray Parmar 4912818 001 130IRahul 44514441 002 | 2.96,234.49|  53.20/ 77| Manish Kumar Sehgal 7988688 | 001| 8,14,150.86| 144.50
34 | Sohan Lal 4918837 002 131|Meenakshi 4623357 | 001 52,161.03 9.2 228Yoina 7991709 | 001 | 1,93,238.90| 34.67
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42 [Nisha . 8100365 001 140|Sasmita Nag 4534835 | 001 37522.00| 7 74|235/Anand Singh 4917885| 001 | 1,27,178.38| 26.00
43 | Phoolwati . 8101261] 001 141|Pinky Verma 4936229 | 003 23?‘5?5‘?2 51‘1? 236{Keshav Singh Yadav 7321035| 002 | 2,48,482.58| 45.06
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48 | Nabin Kumar Shaw 4zsor4g) o03 144| Ashish Khatri 7625065 002 | 302,242.40| 5382|239 E?gmrgmg; e | 23 |aqiainad] Aoty
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ukesh Kumar 148/ Tek Ram 7979893 | 001) 3,77,171.17| 68.55|[242[Saurabh Sharma 4552461 001] 2,71,556.62] 56.01
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| 09, 62| 158|Hafizmohd Nadim Ansari | 4934772 002 2,19,349.04| 48.07||253|Mahesh 7559653| 001| 2,28,195.94| 413
£ |Bea arc T G0 0500 drcel i unar | T 0| 3R 08 e o R T oo | i A
: 66| 160|Arun Kumar Jain 486494 | 001| '51,857.27| 11.3 iti . 80,332, 7
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Japan, Philippines to urge Trump
on US engagement 1n Asia

PTI B MANILA

convey to President-elect

onald Trump the urgent need
for the US to remain commit-
ted to help uphold the rule of
law in an Asian region where
security concerns have become
“increasingly severe;,” Japan’s
top diplomat said Wednesday.
The US, Japan and the
Philippines have been building
an alliance under outgoing
President Joe Biden since last
year to deal with China’s
increasingly aggressive actions
in the disputed South China Sea
and East China Sea.
Trump’s “America First” foreign
policy thrust has triggered con-
cerns about the scale and depth
of US commitment to the
region under his new term.
“We will approach the next US
administration to convey that
constructive commitment of
the United States in this region
is important also for the United
States itself;” Japanese Foreign
Minister Takeshi Iwaya said in
a news conference with his
Philippine counterpart, Enrique
Manalo, in Manila.
Iwaya said he was scheduled to
attend Trump’s January 20 inau-

lapan and the Philippines will

guration as one of Washington’s
closest treaty allies in Asia
along with the Philippines.
“Amid the increasingly severe
strategic environment in the
region, Japan places impor-
tance on our bilateral cooper-
ation as well as on maintaining
and strengthening trilateral
cooperation between Japan, the
Philippines and the United
States,” Iwaya said.

An alarming spike in con-
frontations between Chinese
and Philippine coast guard and
other forces in the busy sea pas-
sage has set off fears of a major
escalation that could draw in
the United States, which has
repeatedly warned that it’s
obligated to help defend
Philippine forces if they come
under an armed attack in the
South China Sea.

“The issue over the South
China Sea is a legitimate con-
cern for the international com-
munity because it directly links
to the regional peace and stabil-
ity; Iwaya said. “Japan strong-
ly opposes any attempt to uni-
laterally change the status quo
by force or build up tension in
the region. We strongly ask for
easing of tensions” Jonathan
Malaya, assistant director-gen-

eral of the National Security
Council in the Philippines, a top
government body, said Tuesday
that China was “pushing us to
the wall” and warned that “all
options are on the table” for
Manila’s response, including
new international lawsuits.

A large Chinese coast guard
ship patrolled hotly disputed
Scarborough Shoal in recent
days and then sailed toward the
northwestern coast of the
Philippines on Tuesday, coming
as close as 77 nautical miles
(143 kilometres), the Philippine
coast guard said.

A Chinese official said in
Beijing that his country’s sov-
ereignty in the South China Sea
is well established and its coast
guard patrols are lawful and jus-
tified. The Chinese govern-
ment has repeatedly accused
the Philippines and other rival
claimant states including
Vietnam and Malaysia of
encroaching on what it says are
“undisputed” Chinese territor-
ial waters.

Manalo told reporters that the
Philippines would raise China’s
latest actions in a meeting on
Thursday between Chinese and
Philippine diplomats in the
Chinese city of Xiamen.

2 pvt lunar landers head toward
moon in roundabout journey

PTI B CAPE CANAVERAL

In a two-for-one moonshot,
SpaceX launched a pair of
lunar landers Wednesday for
US and Japanese companies
looking to jumpstart business
on Earth’s dusty sidekick.
The two landers rocketed
away in the middle of the
night from NASAs Kennedy
Space Centre, the latest in a
stream of private spacecraft
aiming for the moon. They
shared the ride to save money
but parted company an hour
into the flight exactly as
planned, taking separate
roundabout routes for the
monthslong journey.
It’s take 2 for the Tokyo-based
ispace, whose first lander
crashed into the moon two
years ago. This time, it has a
rover on board with a scoop to
gather up lunar dirt for study
and plans to test potential
food and water sources for

future explorers. Lunar new-
comer Texas-based Firefly
Aerospace is flying 10 experi-
ments for NASA, including a
vacuum to gather dirt, a drill
to measure the temperature
below the surface and a device
that could be used by future
moonwalkers to keep the
sharp, abrasive particles off
their spacesuits and equip-
ment.

Firefly’s Blue Ghost — named
after a species of US
Southeastern fireflies — should
reach the moon first. The 6-
foot-6-inches-tall (2-meter-
tall) lander will attempt a
touchdown in early March at
Mare Crisium, a volcanic plain
in the northern latitudes.

The slightly bigger ispace lan-
der named Resilience will take
four to five months to get
there, targeting a touchdown in
late May or early June at Mare
Frigoris, even farther north on
the moons near side. “We

don’t think this is a race. Some
people say race to the moon,
but it’s not about the speed,
ispace’s founder CEO Takeshi
Hakamada said this week from
Cape Canaveral.

Both Hakamada and Firefly
CEO Jason Kim acknowledge
the challenges still ahead, given
the wreckage littering the lunar
landscape. Only five countries
have successfully placed space-
craft on the moon since the
1960s: the former Soviet
Union, US, China, India and
Japan.

“We've done everything we
can on the design and the engi-
neering;” Kim said. Even so, he
pinned an Irish shamrock to
his jacket lapel Tuesday night
for good luck.

The US remains the only one
to have landed astronauts.
NASA’s Artemis program, the
successor to Apollo, aims to get
astronauts back on the moon
by the end of the decade.
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Dhaka (PTI): Bangladesh Supreme Court on Wednesday acquit-
ted former prime minister and BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
in a corruption case, overturning the High Court’s earlier 10-year
prison sentence. The verdict was delivered by a bench led by
Chief Justice Dr Syed Refaat Ahmed after reviewing 79-year-old
Zia’s appeal against the High Court’s ruling on Wednesday, the
Dhaka Tribune reported.

The Supreme Court acquitted Zia, the party’s Acting Chairman
Tarique Rahman, and all other suspects in their appeal over the

Zia Orphanage Trust graft case, the report added.

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar
SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE FOR
SOPHISTICATED EQUIPMENTS

Short Term E-Tenders are invited for the purchase of naturally
Ventilated Poly-house and Cycling Equipment be submitted online
latest by 30-01-2025 upto 4:00 p.m. Detailed information can be
obtained from website www.eproc.punjab.gov.in. Any corrigendum/
addendum related to these e-tender will be uploaded, if required, on
Punjab Gowt. website: eproc.punjab.gov.in

Director of Research

NA12/27499/2023/40790 Daled CHD - 1/15/2025

PUBLIC NOTICE

Reg:-Property bearing No. 1/6257, area

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY

TRIBUNAL-II, DELHI

4TH FLOOR JEEVAN TARA BUILDING
PARLIAMENT STREET NEW DELHI-110001
Notice under section 19(;4:) of the Recovery of
Debts Due to Bank and Financial Institutions
Act 1993 read with rule 12 & 13 of the Debts
Recovery Tribunal {Procedure Rule) 1993) in
the matter of

TANO69/2024 DATE:03.01.2025
AXIS BANK LTD. Applicant
VERSUS
VINOD KUMAR & ORS. Respondent

To,
DEFENDANT

D1. VINOD KUMAR $/0 SHRIRAM PRASAD
LAL G-115SECT 23 SANJAY NAGAR
GHAZIABAD UP 201001 ALSO AT PARLE
AGROPVTLTDAT7 SECT 22 INDUSTRIAL
AREAGHAZIABAD UP 201002
ALSO AT APO MADHWAPUR MADHUBANI
BIHAR-847305
BABITA KUMARI, G-115 SECT 23 SANJAY
NAGAR GHAZIABAD UP 201001
Whereas the above named applicant(s% has/ have
instituted a case for recovery of Rs. 15,80,467/-
RUPEE FIFTEEN LAKH EIGHTY THOUSAND
OUR HUNDRED SIXTY SEVEN ONLY) against
you and where as it has been shown to the
satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to
serve you in the ordinary way therefore, this notice
is given by advertisement irecting ou to make
Zp'elearance in the Tribunal cn 16.05.2025 at 11.00

D

~

Take notice that in default of your appearance on
the day before the mentioned, the case will be
heard and determined in your absence.
All the matters will be taken up through video
Conferencing or Physical and for that purpose:-
{i) All the Advocates / Litigants shall download
the “Cisco Webex” application / software:
“Meeting ID” and Password for the date of
hearing qua cases to be taken by Hon'ble
Presiding Officer/ Registrar shall be disgf?yed
in the daillr cause list itself at DRT Official
Portali.e. drt.gov.in
) In any exigency qua that the Advocate/
Litigants can contact the concerned official at
Ph.No. 23748478
Given under my hand and seal of the Tribunal this
the 03rd day of Jan., 2025.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
SECTION OFFICER, DRT-I, DELHI

(i

measuring 32 ¥25q.yds., builton Plot No. 18,
falling in Khasra No. 340/18, Khewat No. 48,
Khatoni No. 233, Situated at Village Sikdar
Pur, in the abadi of East Rohtas Nagar, lllaga
Shahdara, Delhi, .(Hereinafter referred to as
the “Said Property”).

Be it known to all that our clients, Mr. Rakesh
& Mrs. Laadki (hereinafter called the
“Purchaser”} intend to purchase the said
property from Mrs. Sneh Lata, GPA of Mr.
Sanjeev Vohra and Mr. Shashi Pal
{hereinafter called the “Attorney-holder”). In
this connection, the Attorney-holder has
informed the purchaser that she is the sole
and absolute Attorney-holder in respect of
the said property. She has purchased the
said property from Mr. Sanjeev Vohra and Mr.
Shashi Pal vide POA documents viz., GPA,
ATS and Will dated 13/05/2005. The said
property was owned by Mr. Sanjeev Vohra
and Mr. Shashi Pal vide POAdocuments viz.,
GPA, ATS and Will dated 28.05.2004 from
Mrs. Pushpa Rani. The Attorney holder has
further informed the purchaser that the said
property is not mortgaged anywhere and
there is no charge or dispute or any litigation
pending regarding the said property.

Any person including Bank/s, Financial
Institution/s. relative/s having any claim,
right, title or any interest of any nature
whatsoever into or upon the said property is
hereby called upon to make the same known,
in writing, with documentary evidence, by
Registered AD Post, to the undersigned at
the address mentioned herein below within
07 days of publication of this notice and in the
event of no response having been received
to the notice, the title of the attorney-holder in
respect of the said property shall be deemed
to be clear of any charge or encumbrance of
any nature whatsoever and any subsequent
claim shall not bind our clients/Purchaser, in
any manner whatsoever.

Shivkant Arora, Advocate

M/s Intellective Law Offices

A-74, LGF, Defence Colony,

New Delhi -110024

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is Informed that Mr. Ram
Kinkar Panday And Smt Vandana Kumari are
the Owners of Flat No. 303, Tower No- H, 3rd
Floor Amrapali Zodiac, Situated at Plot No.
GH-03, Sector 120, Noida, Gautam Budh
Nagar, U.P 201301. That The Original NOC &
POSSESSION LETTER of the Said Flat has
been Lost Anywhere. If anyone Found these
Original Documents and have any Objection
Regarding these Documents in respect of
Unit/Flat No. H-303. Please Inform me onmy
given mob No.- 9911004142 Within 7 days.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Suman Mittal W/o Shri Rajesh
Mittal R/o Plot No. 30-31 Kh. No.
74/23, K block Amar Colony,
Opposite Pillar No-453, Mundka,
PO: Nangloi, North West Delhi-
110041 declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as
Suman Rani Mittal in Passport No.-
M8536036. The actual name of]
mine Suman Mittal.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is inform all of you that Sh. Prakash
S/o Sh. Mom Raj is missing since
30/10/2015, and the case is pending for
his civil death declaration and mandatory
injunction before the Hon'ble court of Sh.
Gaurav  Sharma Ld. SCJ (East)
Karkardooma Courts Delhi, bearing suit
n0.904/2024, any interested person or
party can join the proceeding on the
NDOH 27.02.2025.

VAISHALI SAGAR (Advocaie) Ch. No. F-412.

Karkardooma Court Delhi-32, Mob.-8287575960.

Yogesh Kumar (Ad )

Public Notice
This is to infom general public that M/s. S. R
Developers GreenCly India Pvi Lid. has acquired
(Property ID No. 226C682U7, Zeone 4, Ward 23) Plot of
Land admeasuring 780.00 sq. yds., {(Land admeasuwing
280.00 sq. yds., out of Khewat/Khata No. 1044/1312
KhasraKila No. 337 (5-5)( Land admeasuring 500.00 sg.
yds., KhewatKhata No. 852/1232 Khasra/Kila No. 337
(5-5)}, situated at Waka Sivana Jharsa, Tehsil & Distt-
Gurgaon, Haryana by way of Sale Deed dated
23.10.2018 as Document No. 8559.
Documents related to the above said property has
been misplaced i.e. Sale Deed dated 23.07.2010 duly
Registered as 11145,
Anyone who find the said documents shall handover
the same to the Manager of Axis Finance Ltd. Office
No. F-3 Third Floor Sector -3, Noida 201301.
Now, Mfs. S. R. Developers GreenCity India Pvt. Ltd
availing loan on above said property from Axis
Finance Ltd. & in case anyone has any objection, the
same may be raised within 7 days of this publication
to Mr. Pramod Kumar Singh (Advocate), AcculLaw
Source LLP, Unit No. S-2-U, 2nd Floor, buiit on Plot
no. 4 and 5, Ansal Utility Commercial Center, Paschim
Vibar, New Delhi-110063 or contact : +81
9560309909 (M)

'| CHANGE OF NAME |+

I, Muskan D/o- No.16011814F
Hav Amar Singh, R/o- Vill+PO-
Paigaon, Teh- Chhata, Dist-
Mathura, U.B- 281401, have
changed my name from
Muskan to Muskan Kumari,
vide affidavit dated 15/01/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.
PD(1256)C
I, Renu Kanwar W/o-
No.16013538H Hav Daleep
Singh, R/o- VPO- Wahidpura,
Via- Mandawa, Teh & Distt-
Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan- 333704,
have changed my name from
Renu Kanwar to Ren Kanwar,
vide affidavit dated 15/01/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.
PD(1257)C

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform to the public at large that Mr. Love
who is the owner of the Entire First Floor,
Without Roof Rights, measuring 22 Sq.
Meters, of Property No. 8584, Situated at
Ward No. XII, Mohalla Bharghar,

Road, Delhi-110007 who became owner vide
Sale Deed dated 05.09.2019 (Doc. No. 9286)
executed by Mrs. Chanda Rani and same to be
financed & mortgaged by Aditya Birla
Housing Finance Ltd. That, Original Sale Deed
dated 10.07.2013 (Doc. No. 6186) executed by
IMr. Jasvinder Singh in favour of Mrs. Chanda
Rani has lost and FIR for the same lodged vide
FIR dated 21.11.2024 LR No0.2324087/2024. If
any Person found the same or having any type of|
claim/right/titie/interest over the said property,
may inform in writing, at the address mentioned
below, about his objections, within 7days from
today, failing which it shall be presumed that the
said property is free from all type of|
Encumbrances, lien efc. Lucem Legal LLP
B-93B, Second Floor, Opp. SBI Bank

|Sector 2, Noida,UP-201301Contact#0120-4269379

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Public Notice at large is hereby
notified that I, Poonam Kapoor wife of
Shri Ramesh Kapoor R/o A-8/1, Gali No.
6, Near Gulati Tailor, South Anarkali,
Krishna Nagar Delhi-110051 jointly with
my motherin law Varsha Rani wife of Late
Pawan Jeet Kapoor had purchased
Entire Upper Ground Floor and First Floor
upto ceiling level, Measuring Area 100
Sq.Yards each floor, of Property No. 87,
Situated in the abadi of South Anarkali
Extension, Delhi-110051 from Smt.
Prashant Kumar Shukhlason of Late S.C.
Shukla who became the owner of the said
property after the death of his mother
Smt. Savitri Shukla wife of Shri S.C.
Shukla on the basis of Will Deed duly
Regd. as Document No. 2522 Book No. 3
Volume No. 810 on pages 167-168 dated
17/8/2007 in the Office of SR-VII=Delhi.
It is therefore notified that anybody
claiming any right, title, interest, share or
lien over the aforesaid property may file
such claim or objection to the
undersigned within a period of 7 days
from the date of Publication of this notice.
Otherwise it will be presumed that
the said property is free from all
encumbrances, charges and Jor lien etc.
and | am free to purchase the said
property from the above named seller.
Sd/Poonam Kapoor and Varsha Rani
A-9/1, Gali No. 6, Near Gulati Tailor,
South Anarkali, Krishna Nagar Delhi-
110051, Contact No. 9818401781.
Poonam Kapoor

@& KIND ATTENTION RAIL PASSENGERS! &

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that |,
Gulshan Lal son of Late Shri Mulakh Raj
Resident of 17/166, Subhash Nagar, New
Delhi-110027, filing an application in L&DO
Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi, for
Substitution/mutation of Property No, 17/166,
Subhash Nagar, Tehar-I, New Delhi-110027, in
the name of Gulshan Lal on the Ground of]
Relinquishment Deed. If there are any
objections/claims from the General Public on
this application, the same shall be
communicated to L&DO with supporting
documents through registered post OR
by visiting L&DO, at Nirman Bhawan, New
Delhi, or through an email at [do@nic.in within

30 days of the Publication of this Notice.
shan Lal

ul
17/166, Subhash Nagar, New Delhi, Mob. 8351408234

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENTS MANJU TYAGI W/O SH. ANIL
KUMAR TYAGI & HER HUSBAND ANIL
KUMAR TYAGI BOTH RESIDENTS OF 39,
GROUND FLOOR AND FIRST FLOOR
POCKET-A-3 SECTOR -4, ROHINI, DELHI
severe all Relations & disowned their SON
ASHISH KUMAR TYAGI AND DAUGHTER-
IN-LAW PRIYANKA TYAGI from all movable/
immovable property due to their
misbehavior/ disobedient. Anybody dealing
with them shall do at their own risk.

A.R. TAYADE ADVOCATE, Ch. No. L-10, Tis
Hazari Courts, Delhi-54, Mob.: 8871368401

PUBLIC NOTICE

The public at large is hereby
informed that late. Smt. Sunita
Verma W/o Sh. Pramod Kumar
Verma R/o 83-B Pocket A-14,
Kalkaji Extension New Delhi-
110019 was having Commercial
property in Joint ownership along
with her husband Shri Pramod
Kumar Verma in our project
‘VATIKA MINDSCAPES” Flat
No.217A admeasuring 500 sq.ft.
which her legal heirs Pramod
Kumar Verma, Vaibhav Verma &
Rahul Verma requested the
company to be transferred to Shri
Pramod Kumar Verma, her
husband.

Any person having any objection

Public Notice

This is to inform the general public that Mr. Ashwani
Kumar Dubey is the GPA Holder of Second Floor,
without roof rights, Property Bearing no. A-54, area
measuring 45 Sq. Yds., out of Knasra No. 118, 127/2,
128/1, 130 to 134, Situated in the area of Vilage Sarai
Peepal Thala, abadi known as Sanjay Nagar, Part— |,
Delhi. He is in possession through Notarised Notarized
GPA, Regd. Will dated 04.06.2010 executed by Mr.
Balieet Singh in favour of Mr. Ashwani Kumar Dubey
in respect of said Floor.

Mr. Ashwani Kumar Dubey intends to transfer the
ownership of aforementioned floor by way of Sale
Deed to Gufran and Mrs. Sima Perween.
Subsequently, Gufran and Mrs. Sima Perween are
in the process of mortgaging the said property with
SMFG India Home Finance Co. Ltd. (Formerly
Fullerton India Home Finance Co. Ltd). Any
objections or concems regarding this fransaction
should be raised within a period of 07 days from the
date of this public notice. Any objections submitted
after the completion of this 07-day period will not be
considered binding with respect to the said property or
the interests of our dlient.

If anyone wishes to raise an objection, please do so
within the stipulated 07-days period by contacting Law
Veritas: North (Advocates & Legal Consultants) at
Office No. 11, 1st Floor, Building No. A-44/A,
Sector-16, Noida, Uttar Pradesh-201301;
Landline(s): +910120-3101683, e-mail;
accounts@lvnorth.in

worid

PUBLIC NOTICE

Transfer of Ownership in respect of Entire Ground
Floor, of House No. 401/8, Measuring 45 Sq. Yards
Jacompura, Gurugram (Haryana) consequent upon
the intestate death of Late Sh. Bhim Sain Sachdeva
Son of Late Sh. Chandi Ram Resident of House No.
401/8, Jacompura, Gurugram (Haryana)-122001.
As per record Late Sh. Bhim Sain Sachdeva has died
on 22-08-2023 leaving behind following legal heirs:
1. Deepak Sachdeva (Son), 2. Mr. RAMAN KUMAR
(Son). Mr. Deepak Sachdeva & Mr. Raman Kumar
intends to apply for transfer of the said in his favour
through the legal heirs and requesis for transfer
deed/relinguishment deed/bank account in the name.
I any person is having objection against the transfer
of the house he/she can submit objection in writing
to the Sub Registrar Gurugram/concerned Authonty,
along-in with supporting documents within 30 days
from the date of publication of this notice, otherwise
the state Office may accord permisson fo
transfer/Movable and immovable of the said property
as per concerned authority policy and may not
entertain subsequent claim if any.

Deepak Sachdeva

PUBLIC NOTICE

Information is given to general public at large
that Mrs. Sabana Usmani W/o Bablu Usmani is
the owner of Residential Ploi Area Measuring
100 Sq. Yds., i.e. 83.61 Sg. Mtrs., out of khasra
no. 586, Situated at Inderprast Calony Bodla,
Tehsil & Distt. Agra, U.P acquired by virtue of
Sale Deed dated 07.12.2020 (Document No.
8157) executed by Ms. Priti D/o Mr. Jayveer
Singh, registered in SR-l-Agra. Original Sale
Deed Dated 19.09.2002 (Doc. No. 4787),
QOriginal Sale Deed dated 30.11.2007 (Doc. No.
6953) & Original Sale Deed 30.01.2012 (Doc.
No. 1171) in respect of above mentioned
property is not available with aur client and our
client Intend to mortgage the above mentioned
property against the financial assistance from
Hero Housing Finance Ltd. Any person having
any type of claim/righi/title/interest over the said
property is/are may inform undersigned within
10 days at below mentioned address.

NCR LAW ASSOCIATES (Advocates) & Consultants A-98,

Sector-9, New Vijay Nagar, Ghaziabad, (U.P)-201009

BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, New Delhi

TENDER NOTICE

Date: 16.01.2025

Sealed tenders under two Bid System (Un-priced & Priced) is invited for following jobs from all bidders.

NIT No.

Brief Item Description

Estimated Cost
R)

Cost of EMD
R)

Date & Time of

Due Date &
Time of Submission|  Opening

CMC/BR/25-26/
FK/CR/AG/1237

SCHEME NO. EW22GS4011 FOR LILO OF 66KV
TIKARI KALAN (MUNDKA) - NILOTHI GRID CKT
1 & 2 AT NEW PROPOSED CABLE LYING FOR
66KV BAKKARWALA GRID.

1.81
Crores

3.26
Lacs

06.02.2025
15:30 HRS

06.02.2025
15:45 HRS

CMG/BR/25-26/ | IMPLEMENTATION OF THREAT AND VULNERABILITY

9.93

9.93Lacs

FK/PR/KB/1238

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR IT & OT ASSETS IN BRPL

Crores

06.02.2025
15:00 HRS

06.02.2025
15:30 HRS

Costofeach Tender Document :: T 1180/-

For details in respect of Equipment/BOM/Services, Qualifying requirements, Terms & conditions, purchase/submission
of tender documents etc. please visit our website www.bsesdelhi.com

Head (Contracts & Materials)

Regd. Off. : BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, BSES Bhawan, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019 | Corporate Identification No.: U40109DL2001PLC111527
Telephone No. : +91 114910 7235 | Website : www.bsesdelhi.com

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, BHOPAL

Water Work Department

Municipal Corporation Rest House, Shyamlla Hills, Bhopal

Ph No 0755-2701669
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

Online tenders are being invited for the following works. The bidder can obtained detailed information and
tender documents on website hitp:/mptenders.gov.in
Corrigendum for this NIT shall not be issued separately in newspapers Corrigendum regarding correction
can be seen on the website http://mptenders.gov.in

8. NIT No. Tender ID. Details of Work Estimated | Earnest | Bid
No.| Cost (INR) | Money |Submission
(EMD) |End Date
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 1.
1 | 67/M.Sec/EE/ |2025_UAD|Engagement of agencies for GIS based Asset Survey |1,27,11,760/-|63,558.00 | 10.02.2025
W.W.D/2024-25| 394914 1|for Water Supply System including Water Consumers
First Call and its mapping for Bhopal Municipal Corporation area.

T.N. 1112/024/025

Executive Engineer (H)
Municipal Corporation, Bhopal

verka

07087/07088 Moula Ali - Banaras - Moula Ali 02 on this please may contact the =,
MORE KUMBH MELA SPECIAL TRAINS Kumbh Special Train Trips Cquan¥50fglce detf?'ls ars]. uhnder SCO 153-155. SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH-160022. EPABX NO. 0172-5041812,66
< s - Train No. 07087 Train No. 07088 within ays alter wnich no Notice Inviting Tender ———
- ; .coop
In gontmuatlon to already announ_ced Special ARR. | DEP. * STATIONS f ARR. | DEP. claim would be accepted. T R T R Y T P T £ AT S T
Trains for Maha Kumbh-2025, Rallways have — . T " Vatika Limited Sr. | Name of Work/item Period/Tentative
. g : 23:55 Moula Ali 07:00 = , No. Qty
planned to run following additional Special |735 — Banaras ~ 1915 Unit No A-002, Ground Floor, T For Verka Fiead Office Chand
trains as per Schedule given below:- - = Block -A, Vatika INXT Clty Centre, Construction of Milk Bar Complex at Verka Patiala Dairy. Ten Months
DAYS OF RUN: 07087 from Moula Ali on 17.02.2025 & Sector-83, Gurgaon Haryana 122012 2. | Eor Verka Bathinda Dairy
: H ' a) Pest Control Services. Annual/
02275/02276 Subedarganj - Delhi Jn. - 1_4 07088 from Banaras on 19.02.2025. Contact 09555930930 oi'domplate ol
bl Ml LU tctas A lliad | | ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & General. O neaiated road milk tanker for lifting milk from BMC (Cap. © Ton). 01 No.
Train No. 02275 * STATIONS ? Train No. 02276 | | STOPPAGES: Bhongir, Jangaon, Kazipet, Jamikunta, e s o o ;’::2; fl\lgﬁc ot W, Harmane i, (s:;:gﬁa ri-Swiﬂ Dzire or Equivalent) for procurement & marketing 02 No's
ARR. DEP. ARR. DEP. j'-"eddapa”]I Ra magundaum. Be“ampa”i, Sirpur ginghn\;/astheg\gn;\e/rofEmire Back‘SideAL:étFéoniondcrf 3 For Verka Hoshiarpur Dairy
- . i e - i roperty no. -V, area measuning g yds, Engaging for labour contractor for outsourced job i.e. Ghee filling in
£1:39 Subed.jargaru 194 Kfaghfaznagar, B_alhamhah' Chandrapur, N-agpur,‘ Betul, itarsi, Siuated at Vilage Basai Darapur, BlookD, Rajoun different pack size, Milk/Lassi/ Dahi pouch/ matka/matkifcup filling, milk =
08:55 -— Delhi Jn. - 09:30 P|par|ya_ Narsmghpur_ Jabalpul’, Katni, Maihar, Satna, S;r:eDZ:je:;zzlT;&?ﬂg’gg‘:’:ggc-mz.s;zd:xeec:it'; reception, can washing etc. city supply loading, packing material
DAYS OF RUN: 02275 from Subedarganj on 20.01.2025, | | | Manikpur & Prayagraj Chheoki Stations. oy M Faver Saen Wi o e | [OOSR, T RISV S Cading and unioading
27.01.2025, 03.02.2025, 10.02.2025, 17.02.2025, 9 " = Si:;;nizraeI;pelggofu:;\vi(feféld(\/sc;;;zfear&:rr:)::z::\ljt Supply of fresh cut firewood for boiler. 11,100 Quintals
24.02.2025 & 03.03.2025 and 02276 from Delhi Jn. on 07107/07108 Tirupati - Banaras - Vijayawada 08 0. D-311V, area measuring 340 Sq. yds. and Sale Deed 5 For Verka Gurdaspur Dairy . ] .
21.01.2025, 28.01.2025, 04.02.2025, 11.02.2025 Kumbh Special Train Trips | B SRR G o JhsoRe N Prod., el M, S priue
7 3 Singh Sachdeva in favour of Mr. Harmanijit Singh in b) Providing of securit mahpmue as per required. A al
18:92:2025,25.02:2025 & 041032025, TAF;I;NO. 3751:7 STATIONS T;a;;hlo. Do:::'s m?gemdi;eiﬂmzamng.;gﬂ Sﬁ‘ y.‘ﬂjs’dogmﬂzeﬂam‘/ef c) Hin':ulgl of car {dzil:el)yror marketi;g section (gleZan vehicle only) 01 No.
. & 3 - . said propet r. Harman)it Singh grite: econd floor of
ACCOMMODATION_AC 3FB-F,SIEBPET&GEFIEFBL — 2055 Tirupati _ — g‘;edpm?;%‘;(‘;roR;:f Qgcms ’:‘C(') M;:;jm:zzz ’fNaJ‘;: d) SIuppIy. Installation and Commissioning of solar water heater at 25 No's (Cap.Z.:SD
E%PP:JGE‘;; Fftehpur, Govindpuri, Etawah Jn., Tundla Jn. : P B i o o e e different sites under Verka Gurdaspur Dairy. EEEEP) g.oé sL:;% )s
Igarn Jn. otations. 02:55 03:05 Vijayawada 4 05:30 =5 Harmanjit Singh left with ownership of Ground Floor & B Eor Verka Jalandhar Dair .
First Floor without Roof Right of the above Said = HR 5
07081/07082 Guntur Jn. - Azamgarh - 15:45 - Banaras | - 17:30 e e omor s isplaced e (1) Original 33 E’Q’éﬁﬂf’?&"ﬂrZLf'?oar‘.‘é,ﬁﬂ."nsg?JnﬁL‘,‘;§;‘§°§fﬁ? ?:lfohdgggkksmpwp. !
Vijayawada Kumbh Special Train DAYS OF RUN: 07107 from Tirupati on 18.01.2025, || [oR et caec 17652010 s cee o 2ias G ety G "N = el B, Annual
P : 08072 2025 15.0° e e el 7. For Verka Meqa Dairy. Bassi Pathana
Train No. 07081 STATIONS Train No. 07082/ | | 08.02.2025, 15.02.2025 & 22.02.2025 and 07108 from :::'fszgr;a;; wnY;essp(ez?g; ;zz?r;: Floor with roof R R N - =Wy T and A W e
ARR. DEP. ARR. DEP. Banaras on 20.01.2025, 10.02.2025, 17.02.2025 & daled 09.03.2011 as doc no. 5804 executed by Mr. the transportation of UHT milk, milk products, beverages, juice and Annual
1 24.02.2025 Harmanjt in favour of Mrs. Kamlesh Kaur in respect of other Verka Ambient Products etc. from Verka Mega Dairy Bassi
- 23:00 Guntur Jn. = - .02. d Second Floor with roof rights, 490 Sq. Yds. ;alhanta tc: ;thgrb\;selrka Da:rty L;nllsi) Ml|:;f§drbral‘lch3? & depots (In
v ‘ e S . i i lication No.- 1477486/2024, registered at P.S. Cri e state of Punja upcountry level) and defence units.
00:20 | 00:30 Vijayawada T 07:30 m :?g:;ﬂgogA.go:Aiz TIEEI'. Ag' 3Tier, gleePEr & General. Qf;n";af‘?emf’on ;:tzd 23‘02,2'53“;5‘2:;0:2 who f%i b) Loading/Unloading of Verka milk & mlik products corrugated boxes, Annual
: : i : : 'AGES: Gudur, Nellore, Ongole, Chirala, Tenali Jn., the above-mentioned documents, kindly handover SMP bags.
12:00 12:10 Varanasi 23:20 | 23:30 T L e e L 5 9 « saiwaeogm?t:‘emennanzcger:enof Tndyusls:\ndo ganlz B. For Cattle Feed Plant, Bhattian (Khann
17:15 — v Azamgarh | — 19:45 Eluru, Tadepalligudem, Nidadavolu Jn., Rajamundry, Jhandewalan, Delhi. Disposal of Old Bardana (Jute Bag & P.P Bags) Annual
Samalkot Jn., Annavaram, Elamanchili, Anakapalle, Mr. Harmanjtt Singh is in the process of mortgaging the 9. For Cattle Feed Plant, Ghania-Ke-Banger
DAYS OF RUN: 07081 from Guntur Jn. on 14.02.2025 & Ground Floor & First Floor without Roof Right of above Fire Wood (Fresh cut) 12000 Qtis

07082 from Azamgarh on 16.02.2025.

ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & General.
STOPPAGES: Khammam, Dornakal Jn., Mahbubabad,
Warangal, Ramagundam, Mancheral, Sirpur Kaghaznagar,
Balharshah, Chandrapur, Nagpur, Betul, Itarsi, Pipariya,
Narsinghpur, Jabalpur, Katni, Maihar, Satna, Manikpur,
Prayagraj Chheoki, Mirzapur and Shahganj Stations.

Duvvada, Simhachalam North, Pendurti, Kottavalasa,
Vizianagaram Jn., Bobbili Jn., Parvatipuram, Rayagada,
Muniguda, Kesinga, Titlagarh, Balangir, Bargarh Road,
Sambalpur, Jharsuguda Jn., Raurkela, Hatia, Ranchi, Muri,
Barkakana, Tori, Latehar, Barwadih Jn., Daltonganj, Garwa
Road Jn., Japla, Son Nagar, Dehri On Sone, Sasaram,
Bhabua Road, Chandauli Majhwar, Pt.Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Jn., Kashi & Varanasi Stations.

said property with Indusind Bank. Any objections or|
concems regarding this transaction should be raised
within a period of 7 days from the date of this public|
netice. Any objections submitted after the completion of|
this 7-day period will not be considered binding with
respect to the said property or the interests of our client.

If anyone wishes to raise an objection, please do so|
within the stipulated 7-days period by contacting Law|
Veritas: North (; & Legal C: at|
Office No. 11, 1st Floor, Building No. A44/A, Sector-|
16, Noida, Uttar Pradesh-201301; L

+910120-3101683, e-mail: accounts@ivnorth.in

(1000 gtis per
month approx)

NOTE:

NA/M2/27503/2023/40794

1. For complete details regarding above tender (MNIT), please visit our website i.e. www verka.coop &
e Tendering portal i.e. eproc.punjab.gov.in.
2. Corrigendum, if any, will be uploaded on website only.

Dy. General Manager (Purchase)

07083/07084 Machilipatnam - Azamgarh -
Machilipatnam Kumbh Special Train

07109/07110 Narasapur - Banaras -
Narasapur Kumbh Special Train

Manchiryal, Sirpur Kaghaznagar, Balharshah, Chandrapur,
Nagpur, ltarsi, Pipariya, Narsinghpur, Jabalpur, Katni,
Maihar, Satna, Manikpur, Prayagraj Chheoki & Shahganj
Stations.

05.03.2025 & 06.03.2025 (Wednesday & Thursday).
Note:- Timings, Stoppages and Composition will be same

For any kind of information,
passengers are requested to contact RailMadad
Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways website

Hitpeu/enduinyindlanrall-govinor NIES.ADD-

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Always at your service

Please join
us on

000

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Indiabulls Enterprises Limited
(CIN: U71290HR2019PLC077579)

Train No. 07083 Train No. 07084/ | | Train No. 07109 Train No. 07110 | Extract of Consolidated Unaudited Financial Results for the quarter and nine months ended 31 December 2024
ARR. | DEP. v stations 4 ARR. | DEP. ||| ARR. | DEP. v statons 4 ARR. | DEP. e
= 22:00 Machilipatnam 09:00 = = 06:00 Narasapur 05:00 - Quarter Quarter Quarter 9 months | 9 months Year
. 3 G ended ended ended ended ended ended
12:00 | 12:10 Varanasi 23:20 | 23:30 15:45 - Banaras -- 17:30 Particulars 31-Dec-24 | 30-Sep-24 | 31-Dec-23 31£ec_24 31-Dec-23 | 31-Mar24
17:15 - Azamgarh - 19:45 DAYS OF RUN: 07109 from Narasapur on 26.01.2025 & Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited
DAYS OF RUN: 07083 from Machilipatnam on 05.02.2025 || | 02.02.2025 and 07110 from Banaras on 27.01.2025 & Total Income from operations 13,72 13.87 15.72 43.14 45.84 58.76
& 07084 from Azamgarh on 07.02.2025. 03.02.2025. Net (Loss)/Profit for the period (before Tax, minarity interest and Share of
ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & General. || | ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & General. :“’“f‘L” (L°;:? ‘;’ ‘;‘Ssohc'a‘es-:d"::;“°”?r' and/or Extraordinary ‘:3’;:3 [ 34 12565 4%.70) {18:67. oniad) (25.20)
¥ 2 o : : . et (Loss)/Profit for the peri ore Tax, minority interest an are of
m&.—. GUdIava”eru’ Gudivada Jn" .Vljayaw,ada’ STQEBBG—E—S— Bhimavaram Jn“ TanUKu' Nidadavolu Jr_.lj‘ Profit / (Loss) of associates (after Exceplional and/or Extraordinary items)) (2.34) {13.36) {1.70) (18.67) (4.64) (25.20)
Khammam, Warangal, Ramagundam, Manchiryal, Sirpur|||Rajamundry, Samalkot Jn., Annavaram, Elamanchili, Net (Loss)/Profit for the period (after Tax, minority interest and Share of
Kaghaznagar‘ Balhars_hah. Chandrapur, Nagp}:r, Blen‘"‘ Anakapalle, Duvvada, Simhachalam North, Pendurti, Profit / (Loss) of associates (after Exceplional and/or Extraordinary items)) (2.13) (11.87) (1.84) (17.49) (6.88) (25.24)
tarsi, Pipariya, Narsinghpur, Jabalpur, Katni, Maihar,|||Kottavalasa, Vizianagaram Jn., Bobbili Jn., Parvatipuram, Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the
Satr?a. Manikpur, Prayagraj Chheoki, Mirzapur & Shahganj Rayagada, Muniguda, Kesinga, Titlagarh, Balangir, Bargarh period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)] (2.14) (311.94) (1.84) (317.47) (6.41) (25.33)
Stations. Road, Sambalpur, Jharsuguda Jn. Raurkela, Hatia, Ranchi, Equi[y sha[rec‘a:;i@l i | . — — - 39.67 39.67 39.67 39.67 39.67 23221
= : ; . : Reserves (excluding revaluation reserve) as shown in the audited Balance Shee :
07085/07086 Kakinada Town - Azarngarh - Muri, Barkakana, Tori, Latehar, Barwalchh Jn., Daltonganj‘ Earnings per share (EPS) of Rs.2 each from continuing operations
Vijayawada Kumbh Special Train Garwa Road Jn., Japla, Son Nlagar' Peml On Sone, Sasaram, - Basic (Amount in Rs.) (0.10) (0.64) (0.11) (0.92) (0.33) (1.37)
Train No. 07085 Train No. 07086 Bhabua Road, Chandau“ Maflhwa_”" Pt.Deen Dayal - Diluted (Amount in Rs.) (0.10) (0.64) (Q.11) (0.92) (0.33) (1.37)
ARR DEP. STAT[ONS ARR DEP. Upadhyaya Jn., Kashiand Varanasi Stations. Earnings per share (EPS) of Rs.2 each from discontinued operations
. - - : . - Basic (Amount in Rs.) (0.00) 0.04 0.02 0.03 (0.02) 0.10
-- 20:10 Kakinada Town = = Increase in frequency of Train No. 02417/02418 - Diluted (Amount in Rs.) (0.00) 0.04 0.02 0.03 (0.02) 0.10
23:50 | 00:20 Vijayawada 07:30 - Subedarganj - Delhi Jn. - Subedarganj Superfast Kumbh Nioten:
12:00 | 12:10 Varanasi f 23:20 | 23:30 Special Train from Bi weekly to 04 days a week (24 Trips) 1.The above results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and subsequently approved at the meeting of the Board of Directors held on 15 January 2025.
1715 - |¥  Azamgarh | — | 19:45 ||| Train No. 02417 from Subedarganj on 21.01.2025, Z. Kay standalone Financial information: (R in Crores)
Quarter Quarter Quarter 9 months | 9 months Year
DAYS OF RUN: 07085 from Kakinada Town on 20.02.2025 22.01.2025, 04.02.2025, 05.02.2025, 11.02.2026, ] ended ended ended ended ended ended
& 07086 from Azamgarh on 22.02.2025. 12.02.2025, 18.02.2025, 19.02.2025, 25.02.2025, 26.02.2025, Particulars 31.Dec-24 | 30-Sep-24 | 31-Dec-23 | 31-Dec-24 | 31-Dec-23 | 31-Mar-24
ACCOMMODATION: AC 3 Tier. 04.03.2025 8 05.03.2025 (Tuesday & Wednesday). — Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited
. . t ; 3.30 .
STOPPAGES: Samalkot Jn., Nidadavolu Jn., Tadepaliigudem, Train No. 02418 from Delhi Jn. on 22.01 2025. 23.01 2025. (fozs;;::;tebe[om o 1022113 ‘IZ :2 {1:339.; :540‘:' {116102(: [:380403;
Eluru, Vijayawada, Khammam, Warangal, Ramagundam 05.02.2025, 06.02.2025, 12.02.2025, 13.02.2025, T (0.21) : = il : -
19022025' 20022025. 25022025, 27022025. et Loss/Profit after Tax {0.26) 1.03 {4.03) (4.41) {15.44) (33.39)

3. The above is an exlract of he detailed format of quarterly/nine months financial results filed with the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and
Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly/nine months Financial Results are available on the Company's website
(https:/iwww.indiabullsenterprises.com) and on the website of BSE (https://www.bseindia.com) and NSE (https:f/www.nseindia.com).

Registered Office: 5th Floor, Plot No. 108, IT Park,
Udyog Vihar, Phase-1 Gurugram, Haryana 122016

Place : Gurugram
Date :15 January 2025

By order of the Board of Directors
For Indiabulls Enterprises Limited

Sargam Kataria

Director
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India’s fiscal conditions to constrain
credit strength in 2025: Moody’s ratings

PTI B NEW DELHI

India’s fiscal conditions will
continue to constrain its
credit strength in 2025,
although tension in US-
China relations could benefit

the Indian economy,
Moody’s Ratings said on
Wednesday.

In its report on Asia Pacific
Sovereigns, Moody’s Ratings
said growth and inflation are
levelling out, with strong
domestic demand bolstered
by modest easing in global

and  regional financial
conditions.
But proposed trade

restrictions by the US would
weaken economic output
across the region.

“India’s fiscal conditions will
continue to constrain its
credit strength in 2025. We
expect only gradual fiscal
consolidation, and debt to
remain significantly higher

W AVIOC

than the Baa-rated peer
median of around 57 per
cent,” Moody’s said.

“Despite gains in revenue in
recent years, we also expect

debt affordability to remain
much weaker than rated
peers,” it added.

It said politics and social
unrest pose  significant

economic and fiscal risks. In
APAC, geopolitical risks will
persist in 2025, flowing from
tensions in the US-China
relationship and around

regional hotspots.

Moody’s assesses a low
likelihood ~ of  military
conflict in the Taiwan Strait
or Korean Peninsula, and
tensions will remain
elevated, particularly driven
by US-China relations.
“These tensions are shaping
trade and investment flows,
which may be further
diverted away from China as
the US tightens investment
in strategic sectors, further
weakening China’s economy
and dampening regional
growth. However, this shift
could benefit India and
Southeast Asian economies,”
Moody’s said.

A range of geopolitical and
domestic  political  risks
persist, it said, adding after
elections in key economies,
governments may need to
make choices whether to
fulfill pledges or to focus on
fiscal consolidation.
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India to achieve 20 per cent ethanol blending
target in two months, says Nitin Gadkari

PTI B NEW DELHI

India will achieve its target
of 20 per cent ethanol
blending in the next two

months, Union minister
Nitin Gadkari said on
Wednesday.

The practice of blending
ethanol with petrol began
in 2001 as a pilot project.
“We will achieve this target
of 20 per cent ethanol
blending in the next two
months.

Use of E20 (petrol with 20
per cent ethanol) will help
in reducing pollution,”
Gadkari said while
speaking at an event.

The road transport and
highways minister said Tata
Motors,  Mahindra &
Mahindra, Maruti Suzuki,
and Hyundai Motors have
started manufacturing
vehicles that run on 100 per
cent bio-ethanol.

Gadkari said pollution is a
serious problem in the
country as 42 Indian cities
are among 50 most-

polluted cities in the world.
“We import fossil fuels
worth Rs 22 lakh crore,
which is also causing
pollution,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had launched the
higher 20 per cent ethanol-
blended petrol in 2023.

In the first phase, 15 cities
was covered.

Use of ethanol, extracted
from sugarcane as well as
broken rice and other agri
produce, will help India -

the world’s third largest oil
consumer - bring down its

reliance  on  overseas
shipments.
India is 85 per cent

dependent on imports for
meeting its oil needs.

Use of E20 leads to an
estimated reduction of
carbon monoxide emissions
by about 50 per cent in two-
wheelers and about 30 per

cent in  four-wheelers
compared to EO (neat
petrol).

Vedanta Resources
raises USD 1.1 Billion
through dual franche
hond issuance

PTI M NEW DELHI

Mining mogul  Anil
Agarwal’s Vedanta
Resources has raised USD 1.1
billion through a new bond
offering to prepay existing
liabilities, the company said
in a Singapore exchange

filing.

Vedanta Resources Finance IT
ple, a  wholly owned
subsidiary  of  Vedanta

Resources, raised USD 1.1
billion through a new dual

tranche issuance in
international debt capital
markets.

Vedanta Resources Ltd (VRL)
has raised USD 3.1 billion in
USD bonds since September
2024.

As per the exchange filing,
the latest bond issuance
consists of two tranches - a
USD 550 million tranche of
5.5 years tenor at a 9.475 per
cent interest rate and a USD
550 million tranche of 8.25
years tenor at a 9.850 per cent
interest rate.

Both tranches garnered
strong investor demand with
the bonds receiving final
orders of USD 3.4 billion
from over 135 accounts,
representing an
oversubscription of 3.1x, the
company said.

“The net proceeds from the
offering of the Bonds will be
used to prepay Vedanta’s
outstanding bonds (including
any accrued interest thereto),
pay any related transaction
costs in connection thereto
and to service other debts,” it
said. Marquee investors from
the United States, EMEA
(Europe, the Middle East and
Africa) and Asia were
amongst the major investors.
Bonds are expected to be
rated ‘B’ by S&P Global and
‘B2° by Moody’s Ratings.
Moody’s recently upgraded
VRL corporate family rating
(CFR) to B1 from B2 on the
back of recent moves.

The final bonds allocation
included 61 per cent from
Asia, 30 per cent from
EMEA, and 9 per cent from
the US for the 5.5-Year
Tranche and 54 per cent from
Asia, 30 per cent from
EMEA, and 16 per cent from
the US for the 8.25-Year
Tranche.

Markets log gain for
second day, sensex
climbs over 200 points

PTI B MUMBAI

Benchmark indices Sensex
and ticked higher for the
second straight session on
Wednesday, buoyed by
buying in bellwether stock
Reliance Industries, Zomato
and Kotak Bank amid a
largely firm trend in global
markets.

However, elevated crude oil
prices in the international
markets and buying by
foreign investors weighed on
market sentiment, traders
said.

The 30-share BSE index
climbed 224.45 points or 0.29
per cent to close at 76,724.08.
During the day, it jumped
491.42 points or 0.64 per cent
to 76,991.05.

As many as 2,150 stocks
advanced  while 1,806
declined and 108 remained
unchanged on the BSE.

The NSE Nifty advanced
37.15 points or 0.16 per cent
to 23,213.20.

“The  domestic  market
continues to be volatile on
account of elevated US bond
yields, strengthening dollar,
and increasing FIIs outflows.
Global markets are cautious

ahead of the US December
CPI inflation data, which is
anticipated to be in the
elevated range in the short
term, limiting the US Fed’s
ability to cut rates.

“Also, a rise in oil prices and
dollar appreciation is likely
to affect domestic inflation in
the near future,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services, said.
From the Sensex blue-chip
pack, Zomato jumped over 4
per cent. NTPC, Power Grid,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Maruti, Tech Mahindra,
Larsen & Toubro, Reliance
Industries and Adani Ports
were the other big gainers.
Mahindra & Mahindra, Bajaj
Finserv, Bajaj Finance, Axis
Bank and Tata Motors were
among the laggards.

The BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.34 per cent, and
the midcap index went up by
0.11 per cent.

Among BSE sectoral indices,
utilities jumped 2.45 per
cent, power (1.75 per cent),
realty (1.58 per cent),
services (0.98 per cent), BSE
Focused IT (0.74 per cent)
and consumer discretionary
(0.62 per cent).

Exports contract one per cent in December, trade deficit narrows to USD 22 Billion

PTI B NEW DELHI

ndia’s exports in December

2024 contracted for the
second month in a row by about
one per cent year-on-year to
USD 38.01 billion due to global
uncertainties, while the trade
deficit narrowed to USD 21.94
billion.
According to the commerce
ministry data, imports rose by
about 5 per cent year-on-year to
USD 59.95 billion in December.
Cumulatively, during April-
December this fiscal, exports
recorded a growth of 1.6 per
cent to USD 321.71 billion and
imports by 5.15 per cent to USD
532.48 billion. Trade deficit, the
difference between imports and
exports, during  April-
December widened to USD
210.77 billion from USD 189.74

billion during the same period
previous fiscal. Briefing the
media on the latest data,
Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal said that India’s
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exports are doing better than
other countries both in goods
and services. “This shows
resiliency of our exports. In all
the three quarters of this this

fiscal also, we have done better.
We are doing much better in
non-petroleum exports,” he told
reporters here. The ministry has
recently held a meeting with

commercial wings of Indian
Missions in 20 countries to
deliberate on issues impacting
exports and ways to resolve
them. These 20 countries
account for about 60 per cent of
Indias exports. In December last
year, Barthwa said sectors which
have registered healthy growth
in exports included electronics,
engineering and
pharmaceuticals.

When asked about the revision
of gold and silver import data
for November 2024, the
secretary said a committee has
been set up to create a robust
mechanism for publishing
consistent data.

The government revised gold
import data for November 2024,
bringing down numbers by
USD 5 billion to USD 9.84
billion.

Bank of Maharashtra Q3 profit
rises 36 per cent to 31,406 Crore

PTI B NEW DELHI

tate-owned  Bank  of

Maharashtra (BoM) on
Wednesday posted a 36 per
cent rise in net profit to Rs
1,406 crore in the third
quarter ended December
2024 with rising interest
income.
The Pune-based lender had
posted a net profit of Rs 1,036
crore in the October-
December period a year ago.
Total income increased to Rs
7,112 crore during the quarter
under review against Rs 5,851
crore in the same period
previous year, BoM said in a
regulatory filing.
The bank earned an interest
income of Rs 6,325 crore
during the quarter compared
to Rs 5,171 crore a year ago.

The bank was able to reduce
gross Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs) to 1.80 per cent of the
gross loans by the end of
December 2024 from 2.04 per
cent in the year-ago period.
Similarly, net NPAs or bad
loans came down to 0.2 per
cent from 0.22 per cent at the
end of the third quarter of the
previous fiscal.

The Provision Coverage Ratio
(PCR) as of December 31,
2024, is 98.28 per cent.

The bank has raised Rs 3,500
crore through Qualified
Institutional Placements on
October 5, 2024.

The bank has issued and
allotted 61,01,81,311 equity
shares of Rs 10 each at a
premium of 47.36 per share.
Accordingly, the shareholding
of the Government of India in
the bank has been reduced to
79.60 per cent as of December
31, 2024.

During three quarters, the
bank reported a net profit of
Rs 4,027 crore compared to
Rs 2,837 crore in the nine-
month period of the previous
year.

Total income also increased to
Rs 7,112 crore from Rs 5,851
crore in the nine-month
period of the last financial
year.

ITA submits wh|te paper on Darjeelmg tea industry to West Bengal government

PTI W KOLKATA

eading producers body

Indian Tea Association
(ITA) on Tuesday said it has
submitted a white paper on
the Darjeeling tea industry
to the West Bengal
government highlighting
the challenges and
opportunities.
A team of ITA officials met
Labour Minister Moloy
Ghatak on Tuesday evening
and submitted the white

paper, the association said
in a statement.

The paper attempts to
provide an in-depth analysis
of the current state of the
Darjeeling tea industry.

It also highlighted key issues
like production challenges
and market dynamics.
According to ITA, the paper
also suggested
recommendations aimed at
reviving the industry and
ensuring long-term
viability.

ITA said that the Darjeeling
tea industry is not just an
economic asset, but a
cultural heritage which
needs immediate attention
and strategic intervention
by the central and state
governments by way of
financial assistance.

The Darjeeling tea industry
faces problems of climate
change, low productivity
due to very old bushes and
less profitability making
operations enviable.

Rupee extends gains,
settles 13 paise higher at
86.40 against US Dollar

PTI W MUMBAI

The rupee extended its
recovery for the second
straight session and settled
with a gain of 13 paise at 86.40
(provisional) against the US
dollar  on  Wednesday,
tracking favourable cues from
domestic equity markets and
softening crude oil prices.
The American currency index
also descended from a record
peak, adding to the gaining
momentum in the local unit,
though it remained under
pressure from continuous exit
of foreign institutional
investors, forex traders said.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
86.50 and slipped to the
intraday low of 86.55 against
the greenback.

It also touched A high of
86.28 before ending the
session at 86.40 (provisional)
against the dollar, registering
a gain of 13 paise from its

previous close.

On Tuesday, the rupee
rebounded from its lowest-
ever level and settled with a
gain of 17 paise at 86.53
against the dollar.

Anuj Choudhary, Research

Analyst at Mirae Asset
Sharekhan, said the rupee
gained for the second

consecutive session on weak
US dollar and soft US 10-year
treasury yields. A pullback in
the domestic equities and
overnight decline in crude oil

prices also favoured the
rupee. However, FII outflows
capped sharp gains.

Analysts  attributed  the

weakening dollar to lower-
than-expected producer price
index, as per the latest data
released in the US.

Going ahead, Choudhary said
the US inflation is expected to
remain elevated and it may
lead to a recovery in the US
dollar, which is likely to put
pressure on the rupee.

Government should target 311 Iakh crore |n FY26, g|ve relief to taxpayers in lower bracket in Budget: ICRA

PTI M NEW DELHI

The government should
target a capital spending
of Rs 11 lakh crore in the
Budget for the next fiscal

while  giving inflation-
adjusted relief on personal
income tax to boost

consumer spending, rating
agency ICRA said on
Wednesday.

ICRA Chief Economist Aditi
Nayar said last year’s record
budgeted capital expenditure
of Rs 11.11 lakh crore is likely
to fall short by about Rs 1.4
lakh crore and the next year’s
target should be fixed at the
last year’s level with a focus
on keeping borrowing within
reasonable limits.

Further, Nayar said capex
numbers are trailing the run
rate required to get to the

Budget target in the current
fiscal.

Between April and November
2024, capex spending stood at
Rs 5.13 lakh crore, 46 per cent
of the Budget estimates of Rs

11.11 lakh crore.

“We are looking at a large
shortfall in the current fiscal.
For next year, we are hoping
that we will get fiscal space to

prioritise capex... For FY26,

based on the revenue
numbers...A fiscal deficit of
4.5 per cent of GDP will be
quite reasonably achieved.
That would allow us Rs 11
trillion of capex, a growth of

11-12 per cent over the
number that we think is
feasible for FY25,” Nayar told
PTI in an interview.

She said putting in a larger
capex number may not be
“prudent” as a larger
borrowing and fiscal deficit
would push up yields.

She said the Budget for 2025-
26 should put a “realistic
capex number” upfront and
if, during the course of the
year, it looks like it will be
over-achieved, then the
government could take the
supplementary demands for
grants route to up the target.
To shield the economy from

the impact of Covid, the
government  has  been
spending heavily on

infrastructure and building
capital assets. It earmarked Rs
4.39 lakh crore capex in 2020-

21, which increased to Rs
5.54 lakh crore in 2021-22. In
2022-23, capex spending was
hiked to Rs 7.5 lakh crore and
in 2023-24, it reached Rs 10
lakh crore.

On being asked if the
government would continue
with the investment push in
FY26 as well, Nayar said the
capex push creates positivity
in the economy and a
virtuous cycle that trickles
down to other parts of the
economy as well.

“I would think that capex
would be low in FY25 and the
fiscal space available should
be prioritised for capex. Our
forecast suggests that every
10 basis points of additional
fiscal deficit would get us
another Rs 35,000 crore of
capital expenditure. Probably
better to start with a realistic

capex number, a fiscal deficit
that would come down in line
with medium-term forecast
that will give a reasonable
borrowing figure for markets
to absorb,” Nayar said.

ICRA forecasts a fiscal deficit,
which is the difference
between government
expenditure and revenues, at
4.8 per cent of GDP in the
current fiscal and 4.5 per cent
in FY26.

Nayar also said that GDP
growth has bottomed out in
the September quarter and
going forward, it is expected
to recover. The ratings agency
projects GDP growth of 6.5
per cent for both the current
and next fiscal years.

She said rural consumption is
expected to be steady, while
urban consumption would be
uneven. Once food inflation

starts to recede, urban
consumption may begin to
see a bit of an uptick, she said.
On her expectations from the
Budget, Nayar said some
tinkering with income tax
slabs and rates would give a
“mood upliftment” for urban
taxpayers. That is what the
budget can bring in without
too much revenue loss.
“Inflation does eat away
disposable income. It is not
an unfair ask (tax relief).
While some modest
concessions could be given in
terms of tax relief, we need to
make sure that we are not
losing out too many people
from the I-T net,) she said,
adding that two things will be
important - one, not to have
too much revenue loss, and
second, not to lose too many
taxpayers from the tax net.
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Juventus the draw specialists, AG Milan the comeback kings

PTI W MILAN

uventus is earning a
reputation as  draw
specialists, AC Milan as
e comeback kings.
Juventus was held 1-1 at
Atalanta on Tuesday for its
seventh draw in its past eight
league matches and its 13th
out of 20 Serie A games this
season. It remains unbeaten
in Serie A, however.
Milan fought back to win 2-1
at nearby Como.
Atalanta moved level on
points with second-placed
Inter Milan, which has
played two matches less, and
four points behind Serie A
leader Napoli.
Milan was three points
below fifth-placed Juventus.
They face each other in
Turin on Saturday and Milan
is likely to be without key
player Christian Pulisic after
the United States

international limped off on
the stroke of halftime at
Como.

Juventus took the lead in
Bergamo in the 54th minute
following great play by
Weston McKennie. The
United States midfielder ran
onto a long ball and then
played a perfectly-weighted
pass for Pierre Kalulu to fire
past Marco Carnesecchi at
the near post.

Kalulu had come incredibly
close to scoring moments
earlier when his header
bounced off the inside of the
far post and rolled across the
line before Carnesecchi
managed to claw it away.
Television replays showed
that only a few millimeters
were still on the line, with
about 98% of the ball having
gone over.

Mateo Retegui made his
comeback in the 65th minute
after several weeks out with

injury and the league's top
scorer headed Atalanta level
13 minutes later with is 13th
league goal of the season.
Historic Hernandez goal

A historic Theo Herndndez
goal saw Milan earn a
comeback victory for the
third time in four matches
under Sérgio Conceigao,
who got his first Serie A win
as coach.

Conceigdo, who replaced the
fired Paulo Fonseca at the
end of last year, had got his
reign off to the perfect start
as he steered Milan to the
Italian Super Cup trophy
with two comeback wins
after just over a week at the
helm.

That was followed by a

disappointing 1-1 draw
against relegation-
threatened Cagliari on

Saturday, however.
Milan again went behind on
Tuesday, when Como's new

signing Assane Diao — on
the teenager's first start —
ran down the right flank and
cut inside before firing into
the near bottom corner.
Herndndez had perhaps
been at fault for backing off
Diao too much but he atoned
for that error with a fine
equalizer in the 71st minute.
It was his 30th goal in Serie
A, overtaking Paolo Maldini
as the Milan defender with
the most goals in the Italian
league.

Milan turned the match
around completely five
minutes later when Rafael
Leao ran onto Tammy
Abraham's through ball and
dinked it over Como
goalkeeper Jean Butez.

Ledo and Hernandez are two
of Milan's key players but
they have both had a difficult
first half of the season as
they often clashed with
Fonseca.

Djokovic breaks a tie with Roger Federer for
the most Grand Slam matches in tennis history

PTI B MELBOURNE

Novak Djokovic added yet
another record to his
lengthy list, breaking a tie
with Roger Federer for the
most Grand Slam matches
played in tennis history by
reaching 430 on Wednesday
at the Australian Open in
what was a tougher-than-
expected second-round
victory.

Djokovic improved to 379-51
for his career at major
tournaments, a .881 winning
percentage, by defeating 21-
year-old Portuguese qualifier
Jaime Faria 6-1, 6-7 (4), 6-3,
6-2 in a match briefly
interrupted by light rain
before Rod Laver Arena's
retractable roof was shut.
“Grand Slams, of course, they
are the pillars of our sport.
They mean everything for the
history of the sport.
Definitely the most important
tournaments,” Djokovic said.
“I'm just blessed to be making
another record, I guess,
today”

Oh, yes, Djokovic already
holds so many marks, many

of which used to belong to
Federer — who went 369-60
during his 429 Slam matches,
a .860 winning percentage —
and there are more on the
horizon.

As it is, Djokovic has won the
most Grand Slam singles titles
of any man, 24, ahead of
Rafael Nadal's 22 and
Federer's 20 (those other two
members of the Big Three are
now retired). The 37-year-old
Serb has spent more weeks at
No. 1 in the rankings than any
other player. He's played in 37
Slam finals, six more than
Federer's old record. And so

on and so on.

Consider, too, what could
possibly await for Djokovic.
A title at the end of the 15

days at Melbourne Park
would be his 25th at a major, a
number never reached by any
man or woman. It would also
be his 11th at the Australian
Open, equaling Margaret
Court for the most. It would
make him the oldest man in
the Open era — which began
in 1968 — to collect a Grand
Slam singles trophy (Ken
Rosewall was about six
months younger when he
won the 1972 Australian

Open). And it would be
Djokovic's 100th tour-level
tournament title, a nice round
number behind only Jimmy
Connors' 109 and Federer's
103 in the Open era among
men.

Not everything has gone
perfectly this week in
Australia for Djokovic in his
first tournament working
with former on-court rival
Andy Murray as his coach.
Both of Djokovic's matches so
far came against a young
player making his Grand
Slam debut. And both times,
he was pushed to four sets.

In the first round, it was
against Nishesh Basavareddy,
a 19-year-old American who
turned pro only last month
and is ranked 107th. In the
second, it was Faria, who is
ranked 125th, giving him a bit
of a hard time, especially
during a four-game run in the
second set.

“He was playing lights-out
tennis. ... I had to weather the
storm,” Djokovic said. “I
think I responded very well in
the third and, particularly
fourth, (sets).

Sindhu can reach an even higher level with
more speed and power: New coach Irwansyah

PTI B NEW DELHI

Indonesian coach Irwansyah
Adi Pratama aims to not just
tweak PV Sindhu's technique
and fine-tune her skills but also
reignite the fire within her,
believing that, with added
speed and power, she can
regain her lost glory and

surpass her previous
achievements.

Irwansyah, who has been
recently roped in by

Badminton Association of
India (BAI) to train women's
singles players, was courtside
when  Sindhu  overcame
rustiness to reach the second
round of the India Open Super
750 tournament, defeating
world No. 24 Sung Shuo Yun of
Chinese Taipei 21-14, 22-20 on
Tuesday.

“Every player has been
through something like this.
What I've learned, I want to
pass on to her. I'll try my best. I
believe she can still do it. She
can come back and reach an
even higher level than before. I
do believe in it. That's the
reason I'm here)” Irwansyah, a
former long-term head coach

of the Indonesian men's singles
team, told PTL

“My plan is to make her more
of an attacking player. She has
all the right qualities, so I just
want to build on that and push
her further. I want to change
her game to be more aggressive
— more speed and power.”

It has been a challenging two
years for Sindhu, who broke a
title drought by winning the
Syed Modi Super 300 crown
last December. After clinching
the 2022 Singapore Open and
Commonwealth Games titles,
she faced a setback with a stress

fracture.

Although she recovered and
reached the final at the 2023
Spain Masters, a knee injury in
October  hampered  her
progress. She returned to
action in February, reaching
the final of the Malaysia
Masters Super 500, but was
unable to secure a title.

“I want to help her enjoy
herself more on the court. It's
important that she enjoys it
because when she enjoys it,
she'll become more confident.
That's the main focus right
now — working hard to get her

to believe in herself again,
Irwansyah said.

“After everything, the last two
years have been tough —
injuries, maybe... It's really
about confidence. I'm doing
my best to help her believe in
what she has. She has a lot of
potential”

Sindhu might be in the final
phase of her career but
Irwansyah emphasised it is
about discipline and success
has nothing to do with age.
“It's not about age. What's
important is how she manages
discipline, what she eats, how
she rests, and doing the right
training. And with the whole
team in place — strength and
conditioning coach, nutrition,

physio, and me — it will
happen”
Sindhu, who achieved

remarkable success, including
a silver medal at the Rio
Olympics under  Pullela
Gopichand, later partnered
with Korea's Kim Ji Hyun to
win  the 2019  World
Championships and claimed
another silver at the Tokyo
Olympics with coach Park Tae-
Sang.

Koneru Humpy to compete in

Norway Ches

PTI W STAVANGER

Reigning World Rapid chess
champion and Indian
Grandmaster Koneru Humpy
will return to compete in the
Norway Chess Women in

May.
Currently ranked world
number six in women's

classical chess, Humpy aims to
make her mark in the
prestigious chess tournament.
Humpy's return to Norway
Chess Women highlights her
remarkable career, filled with
significant milestones.

In 2002, she became the first
Indian woman to achieve the
GM title, securing her place in
chess history. Today, she
remains India's top ranked

women's player in the
country.
Her achievements include

winning the World Rapid
Championship title twice -- in
2019 and 2024.

She was also named BBC
Indian Sportswoman of the

Year in 2020, recognising her
contributions to  Indian
sports.

Her victories in the Olympiad,
Asian Games, and Asian
Championships have further
confirmed her status as one of
the top female players in
chess.

“It's an honour to play in the
prestigious Norway Chess
Women tournament,” Humpy
was quoted as saying in a
media release.

Asked to describe herself, she

s Women 2025

chose the word “self-
disciplined,” a quality that
defines her approach to chess
and her rise to the top.

This discipline has helped her
remain focused, consistent,
and resilient, even against
tough opponents.

“Humpy's achievements speak
volumes, and we are delighted
to welcome her back to
Norway Chess Women 2025,
said Kjell Madland, Founder
and Tournament Director of
Norway Chess.

Christian Pulisic limps
out of AC Milan match
sparking new injury fears

PTI B MILAN

There are renewed injury
concerns for Christian
Pulisic after the United States
international limped out of
AC Milan's match at Como

on Tuesday.
Pulisic was forced off the
pitch on the stroke of

halftime, leaving Milan with
10 men for the final moments
of the first period. He was
replaced by  Alejandro
Jiménez for the second half.

The 26-year-old Pulisic went
down after being caught on
the ankle by Como defender

Marc-Oliver Kempf. He
immediately waved the
medical staff over and
appeared to be pointing to his
left thigh.

His availability is unknown
for Milan's match at Juventus
on Saturday.

Pulisic had only just returned

from injury — making his
comeback in the Italian Super
Cup, which Milan won. He
had been out for nearly a
month after tearing a muscle
in his right calf and then
sustaining a minor ankle
issue.

Pulisic scored in both the
semifinal and the final of the
Italian Super Cup.

He has been one of Milan's
top players this season with
five goals and four assists in
Serie A. He has also scored
three goals in the Champions
League.

ltalian football club Lazio fires falconer for
posting photos of his own prosthetic penis

PTI @ ROME

azio has fired the man who

handled the Italian soccer
club's eagle mascot after he
posted photos and videos
online of his own prosthetic
penis.
Falconer Juan Bernabé shared
the images on his private
social media accounts after
undergoing surgery for a
penile implant, which he said
was for non-medical reasons.
Bernabé also gave an
interview to controversial
Italian radio show La Zanzara
on Monday and elaborated on
his reasons for undergoing the
procedure.
Bernabé added that he felt
“very proud” and “more
masculine” being part of
Lazio. The Serie A club clearly
did not feel the same as it fired

the Spaniard shortly
afterward.

“Shocked to see the
photographic images and

video of Mr. Juan Bernabé and

to read the statements that

accompanied them, Lazio
announces that it has stopped,
with immediate effect, all
relationship with this person,
given the seriousness of his
behavior,” the capital club said
in a statement.

“The club realizes — and
shares — the pain that the fans
will feel at the loss of the eagle
in the next home games, but
believes that it is not possible
to be associated ... with a
person who, by his own
initiative, has made the

continuation of the
relationship unacceptable”
The eagle — a bird that
symbolizes ancient Rome —
traditionally flies over Stadio
Olimpico before home games.
Bernabé said he had no regrets
about sharing the images.
Lazio suspended Bernabe in
2021 when he was filmed
performing a fascist salute at
the end of a match and
chanting “Duce, Duce;” which
was the name used to praise
former fascist Italian leader
Benito Mussolini.

Zheng loses to No. 97

PTI @ MELBOURNE

Distracted by a time
penalty and unable to
counteract No. 97-ranked
Laura Siegemund's
aggressive approach, Zheng
Qinwen's loss in the second
round Wednesday fell a long
way short of last year's run to
the Australian Open final.
Zheng lost the 2024 decider
at Melbourne Park to Aryna
Sabalenka and went on to
win the Olympic gold medal
in Paris and finish runner-up
at the WTA Finals in a
breakout season.

But her first tournament of
the year ended in a 7-6 (3), 6-
3 loss on John Cain Arena
against 36-year-old
Siegemund, who attacked
from the first point and put
Zheng off her game.

Zheng needed a change of
shoes early in the second set,
got a time warning on her

serve from the chair umpire
— she said she couldn't
clearly see the clock — and
was worried about some
minor issues which sidelined
her before the Australian
Open.

“I feel maybe today is not my
day. There's a lot of details in
the important points. I didn't
do the right choice,” Zheng
said.

Of a weak serve that bounced
before the net, Zheng said
the time warning from the
umpire “obviously that one
really distracted me from the
match.”

“This is my fourth year in the
tour, and never happen that
to me”

Both of last year's women's
finalists were playing at the
same time on nearby courts.
Sabalenka, the two-time
defending champion,
extended her run to 16 wins
at Melbourne Park by

Laura Siegemund, Osaka rallies to advance at the Australian Open

winning the last five games
to beat No. 54-ranked Jessica
Bouzas Maneiro 6-3, 7-5.

Naomi Osaka, another two-

time  Australian  Open
champion, reached the third
round of a major for the first
time since 2022 when she

weathered an early barrage
from U.S. Open semifinalist
Karolina Muchova before
rallying to win 1-6, 6-1, 6-3.

Osaka lost in the first round
here last year to Caroline
Garcia in her comeback from
maternity leave but avenged
that with a first-round
victory over Garcia this
week. Osaka said she used a
loss to Muchova at the U.S.
Open as motivation.

“She crushed me in the U.S.
Open when I had my best
outfit ever,” Osaka joked in a
post-match interview. “I was
so disappointed. I was so
mad. This was my little
revenge.”

Osaka will next meet Belinda
Bencic, the Tokyo Olympic
gold medalist who is playing
in her first major since the
birth of her daughter, Bella,
last year.

Also advancing were No. 7
Jessica Pegula, had a 6-4, 6-2
win over Elise Mertens, and
17-year-old Mirra Andreeva,
the No. 14 seed who beat
Moyuka Uchijima 6-4, 3-6,

7-6 (8). The scoreline in
Sabalenka's match didn't
reflect the difficulty, with
Bouzas Maneiro taking huge
swipes at the ball in her
Australian Open debut and
dictating some of the points
against the world No. 1-
ranked player. Her serve let
her down, with Sabalenka
able to relieve some pressure
on her own serve with five
breaks.

No. 7 Jessica Pegula had a 6-
4, 6-2 win over Elise Mertens
to reach the third round,
along with Belinda Bencic
and  17-year-old  Mirra
Andreeva, the No. 14 seed
who beat Moyuka Uchijima
6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (8).

Siegemund has never been
past the third round in
Australia, but is taking
confidence from her big
upset. Her only lapse was
when she was broken serving
for the first set. She

recovered to dominate the
tiebreaker, while Zheng
remained too conservative in
her tactics until right near
the end.

“I knew I just had to play
more than my best tennis. I
had nothing to lose. I just
told myself to swing free,
Siegemund said. Zheng is “an
amazing player. One of the
best players right now, but I
know I can play well and I
wanted to show that to
myself”

Third-seeded Carlos
Alcaraz, aiming to add the
Australian Open title to
complete a set of all four
major crowns, advanced 6-0,
6-1, 6-4 victory over
Yoshihito Nishioka.

“The less time you spend on
the court in the Grand Slams,
especially at the beginning of
the tournament, it's gonna be
better, especially physically;’
Alcaraz said.
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Naomi Osaka is hack in third round of ﬂraml Slam for the fist time in three years

PTI B MELBOURNE

aomi Osakas second-
|\ | round match at the

Australian Open could not
possibly have started in a worse
way. All of 21 minutes in, she
sailed a forehand service return
well long and, just like that,
trailed 5-0.
Osaka strode to the sideline for
the changeover, plopped herself
down and draped a white towel
over her head, blocking out all
sights and leaving her with just
her thoughts. She stayed like that
throughout the break between
games, even maneuvering a water
bottle under that towel to take a
drink.
This was not a match against
some unknown  opponent,
someone Osaka knew for sure she
could beat. It was against 20th-
seeded Karolina Muchova, the
runner-up at the 2023 French
Open and a  three-time
semifinalist at other majors,
including at Melbourne Park in
2021. Muchova also had defeated
Osaka in their two most recent
matchups. None of that mattered
on this afternoon, though: Osaka

forgot about that disappointing
start and came all the way back to
win 1-6, 6-1, 6-3 on Wednesday.
What was her mindset? “Just be
aware and try not to get so
negative on yourself. I think, for
me, the score in the first set was
very dramatic, but there was key
points that I could have maybe
won a game here or there,” Osaka
explained afterward. “So I kept
trying to tell myself that”

This was, in some ways, a
significant moment for Osaka,
who once reigned atop women’s
tennis, winning four Grand Slam
titles — two at the Australian
Open, two at the U.S. Open —
and ascending to No. 1 in the
WTA rankings. The victory
allowed her to reach the third
round at a major tournament for
the first time since the 2022
season.

Getting to that stage was not
considered a big deal at one point
for her. But time off because of
mental health breaks and then a
pregnancy — Osaka’s daughter,
Shai, was born in July 2023 —
changed things.

Since returning to action a year
ago, Osaka has shown signs of

getting her game back together,
including a memorable and
narrow loss to then-No. 1 Iga
Swiatek at the French Open. This,

though, followed a win against
2022 U.S. Open semifinalist
Caroline Garcia in Melbourne
and meant the progress is real.

“It definitely was something that
is a goal of mine, especially after
last year; I wasn’t able to beat a
seed in a Grand Slam,”

Osaka

sports 12

said. “I'm obviously very thankful
that that happened so early this
year”

She also ]oked about gaining a
measure of “revenge” by defeating
Garcia — who eliminated Osaka
in Melbourne a year ago — and
Muchova in consecutive matches.
Next for Osaka is a matchup
against Tokyo Olympics gold
medalist Belinda Bencic, who is
also a mother; her daughter, Bella,
was born last year. Both Osaka
and Bencic are big hitters.

“It's going to be a fun match,
Bencic said.

Muchova wasn’t the highest-
seeded player to exit Wednesday.
That was No. 5 Zheng Qinwen,
the runner-up to Aryna
Sabalenka at the 2024 Australian
Open and the gold medalist at the
Paris Games last August. Zheng
lost a bit of focus after being
called for a time violation and
never managed to counter 97th-
ranked  Laura  Siegemund’s
strokes, bowing out 7-6 (3), 6-3 at
John Cain Arena.

After the chair umpire cited her
for taking too long to serve,
Zheng hit her next offering so
poorly it bounced way before

reaching the net.

‘I knew;,” the 36-year-old
Siegemund said, “I just had to
play more than my best tennis.”
The player who beat Zheng in the
final 12 months ago, No. 1-ranked
Aryna Sabalenka, stretched her
Melbourne Park winning streak
to 16 matches as she eyes a third
consecutive title, beating No. 54
Jessica Bouzas Maneiro 6-3, 7-5 at
Rod Laver Arena.

Other women’s winners included
No. 7 Jessica Pegula, No. 14 Mirra
Andreeva and No. 30 Leylah
Fernandez, with 2023 U.S. Open
champion Coco Gauff in action
during the night session.

Novak Djokovic added to his
record collection by playing in his
430th career Grand Slam match
— one more than Roger Federer
— and, though he dropped a set
for the second outing in a row,
moved into the third round with a

6-1, 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-2 win over
Jaime Faria.
Other men who advanced

included No. 3 Carlos Alcaraz,
who joked that he is now a “serve
bot” after hitting 14 aces while
dismissing Yoshihito Nishioka 6-
0, 6-1, 6-4.

England batter James Vince quits
First- Class crlcket to play in PSLL

PTI B MUMBAI

Yashasvi Jaiswal joins
Mumbai Ranji camp

SA20: Joburg Super
Kings, Pretoria Capitals
register convincing wins

PTI M DURBAN

oburg Super Kings and

Pretoria Capitals claimed
crucial victories over
Durban’s Super Giants and
Sunrisers  Eastern  Cape
respectively in the Betway
SA20.
The JSK spin trio of Tabraiz
Shamsi, Donovan Ferreira
and Imran Tahir combined in
perfect tandem to propel the
visitors to a 28-run victory at
Kingsmead, while the
Capitals ~ seamers  were
influential in their six-wicket
bonus point win over the
defending champions.
Super Giants’ middle-order
batter Quinton de Kock
played a lone hand of 55 (45
balls, 5x4, 2x6) to keep his
team afloat in pursuit of JSK’s
169/4.
But Shamsi, Ferreira and
Tahir snared five wickets
between them to bowl out the
Super Giants for 141. Tahir
also produced a moment of
brilliance in the field which
proved to be  hugely
inspirational for the visitors.
The 45-year-old displayed the
athleticism of a teenager to
snare a brilliant two-handed
diving catch at point off a
Wiaan Mulder reverse-sweep.
JSK were certainly galvanised
by the veteran to squeeze the
Super Giants middle-order
after the home team seemed
well set at 99/4 with the
dangerous pair of De Kock
and Heinrich Klaasen at the
crease.

building up momentum by
striking Matheesha Pathirana
for a couple of boundaries
and a six, but the Sri Lankan
exacted revenge by having
him caught down the leg side
with the final ball of the 12th
over to set in the collapse.
Earlier, the Super Kings
rallied to a competitive total
through contributions from
Leus du Plooy (38), Jonny
Bairstow (26) and Ferreira
(26) before Gerald Coetzee
smashed the final two balls of
the innings for six for the
visitors  to  seize  the
momentum.

At Centurion, the Capitals
benefited from winning the
toss with captain Rilee
Rossouw having no hesitation
in electing to bowl. It
immediately proved to be the
correct decision on a surface
that had been under the
covers for a lengthy period of
time with the home team’s fast
bowlers gaining significant
seam movement early on.
Eathan Bosch (2/18) landed
the first blow when he
removed opener Zak Crawley.
Bosch was well supported by
Daryn Dupavillion (3/32),
who struck with successive
deliveries to send both David
Bedingham and Sunrisers
captain Aiden Markram back
to the pavilion to leave the
defending champions in
tatters at 3 for 4.

The visitors slipped deeper
into trouble when Tom Abell
and Tristan Stubbs also
departed within two runs of

PTI W LONDON

England batter James Vince
on Wednesday quit First-
Class cricket to play for

Karachi Kings in the
upcoming Pakistan Super
League, defying ECB’

decision not to grant NOC’s
for its cricketers to appear in
the T20 competition.

The England board had
decided in November, 2024,
to refrain from issuing NOCs
to all-format players to play
in the PSL, scheduled for
April-May  this  season,
because the league clashes
with the early rounds of the
County Championship.
Vince, who has played 13
Tests, was expected to lead
Hampshire this season as
well, but he was retained by
the Kings ahead of the PSL
draft.

“I love Hampshire. It’s been

my club and home for 16
years, so I want to be able to
maintain my best to keep
delivering for Hampshire in
T20 cricket, and hopefully
even further our success in
the competition [the Blast],”
Vince said in a statement.

“T also need to understand
what is best for my family,

Lo

and combine that with the
stage of my career I am at,” he
added. The 33-year-old, who
has been leading Hampshire
since 2015, is currently
playing for Gulf Giants in the
ILT20 tournament in the
UAE.

Giles White, Hampshire’s
director of cricket, said they

respected Vince’s decision.
“James has been at the heart
of the club for the best part of
20 years, showing absolute
commitment on and off the
field as the team’s leading
batter and captain,” said
White.

“We recognise that this
announcement will be tinged
with disappointment for
many fans but hope everyone
will join us in celebrating
what he has given to our club
over many years.”

From 216  First-Class
matches, Vince has scored
13340 runs at an average of
40 with 30 hundreds.

The ESPNCricinfo has,
meanwhile, reported that
England batter Tom Kohler-
Cadmore too quit County
cricket to play in the PSL for
Peshawar Zalmi, and he is in
talks with Somerset in this
regard.

India opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
on Wednesday joined the
Mumbai camp after
confirming his availability for
the next round of Ranji Trophy
but skipper Rohit Sharma was
not to be seen after turning up
for a couple of practice on the
opening day of training.
Rohit, who batted alongside
Mumbai captain  Ajinkya
Rahane on Tuesday here at the
Wankhede  Stadium, is
expected to resume training in
a day or two.

However, it remains to be seen
if the incumbent Indian
skipper would play in the
domestic giant’s next Ranji
Trophy fixture. Rohit is yet to
confirm his availability for the
Elite Group A contest against
Jammu and Kashmir starting
on January 23 but so far, no
formal discussions have been
taken place.

“The selectors are expected to

announce the squad on
January 20, during which they
will follow the due process of
checking for the availability of
every player. Rohit will also be
approached around the time

for selection,” a Mumbai
Cricket Association (MCA)
official told PTL.

The 37-year-old is looking to
put an end to his poor run
with the bat after he managed
a mere 31 runs in three Tests

that he played against
Australia in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy.

Champions Trophy opening in Febuary third
week; PGB hopeful Rohit Sharma will be there

PTI W LAHORE

The opening ceremony of
the Champions Trophy
will be held either on
February 16 or 17 and the
Pakistan  Cricket Board
(PCB) is confident that India
captain Rohit Sharma will be
in attendance at the event.
The PCB source also said
that it is  awaiting
communication from the
ICC on the schedule of the
customary captains’ photo-
shoot and the pre-event press
conference.

The eight-team tournament
will get underway on
February 19 in Karachi.
However, India will play all

their matches in Dubai,
starting with the clash
against  Bangladesh  on

February 20, after refusing to
travel to Pakistan owing to
security concerns.

The source said PCB has
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issue visas to all captains,
players and team officials
who will come here for pre-
tournament events.

“This obviously includes
Rohit or any other Indian
team player or official or
board official,” he added.
Another source confirmed to
PTI that the PCB has made it
clear to the ICC that the
opening ceremony, featuring
all teams and their captains,

opening match is on 19th the
opening ceremony can be
expected either on the 16th
or 17th,” the source added.
He said the schedule of the
opening ceremony would
depend on the warm-up
matches list.

The source said that recently
three Indian nationals, who
were a part of the ICC
delegation which came to
Pakistan, were promptly
issued visas once the world
body sent their names to the

East Bengal seek government intervention
over ISL ‘step-motherly treatment’

PTI W KOLKATA

Allegmg “step-motherly
treatment” by the Indian
Super League organizers,
century-old East Bengal club
has sought Union Sports
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya’s  intervention,
claiming that systemic bias,
the outdated “refugees club”
tag, and refereeing
controversies have stalled
their progress in the top-tier
football competition.

The incident occurred during
the ‘Kolkata Derby’ in
Guwabhati on Saturday where
East Bengal lost to arch-rivals
Mohun Bagan by a solitary
goal.

The club claimed the match
was marred by biased
officiating, including the
denial of a clear penalty and a
controversial yellow card
issued to midfielder Souvik
Chakrabarti, which led to his

reduced 10 players.

In an emotional plea to the
sports minister, East Bengal
highlighted how the “refugees
club” tag has led to their
ongoing marginalisation in
Indian football.

“Fight, Fight and Fight -- this
has been the perennial motto
of East Bengal club for the
last 150 years. This club and
its supporters have endured
the tumultuous period pre
and  post-partition only
through its fighting spirit.
“While the displaced people
fought tooth and nail for their

fight the stigma and the tag of
a ‘Refugees Club’ to establish
itself as the leading football
club of the country,” East
Bengal general secretary
Rupak Saha wrote in a
statement.

“We are surprised that even
75 years after independence,
we are in a situation where
East Bengal Club has been
victimised in almost every
match of the ISL.

“We are forced to think why
all this is happening to us is it
because we are still
considered the ‘Refugees
Club. Throughout the last 10
-12 years, we had to bear the
brunt of biased referring, be it
in the I-League and more so
in the ISL.

“During this period, we must
have sent close to 50
complaint letters to all the
concerned authorities but to
no avail and the standard of
referring has only gone from

Klaasen (29 of 17 balls) was

each other.

procured  all  relevant will take place in Pakistan.
clearances from its  “This is in line with the usual
government to promptly protocols and since the PCB.

red card and team being

substance, the club had to

bad to worse to the worst.

Can’t wait to meet Ricky Ponting and ask him about the pull shot: Priyansh Arya

PTI B NEW DELHI

When Priyansh Arya hit six
sixes in an over last year, he

mainly targeted the straight
boundary. But when he joins the
Punjab Kings IPL camp, it’s the
pull shot that he wants to perfect
with some help from head coach
Ricky Ponting, who patented the
stroke in his playing days.

Those half a dozen sixes off left-
arm spinner Manan Bhardwaj’s
one over in the inaugural Delhi
Premier League put Arya under
the spotlight and eventually led to
the left-hander drawing a
potentially life-changing Rs 3.8
crore winning bid from Punjab
Kings, more than 12 times his
base price of Rs 30 lakh.

It was as if the stars aligned for the
23-year-old at the mega auction as
he made a belligerent hundred
against UP in the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy days before the high-
profile event in Saudi Arabia.
Having been part of Punjab Kings’
first pre-season camp in Mumbai
last week, Arya has already got the
taste of the higher level and says
he is bound to become a better

player after his maiden season in
the IPL, which begins on March
21.

Has life changed for the Delhi lad
since the auction day?

“Life has not changed much since
the auction. Yes, there is more
interest from people and my
expectations from myself have
increased. The pre-season camp
gave me a fair idea where I need to
be come the IPL as I got to do
things I have never done in
training before”

Arya got to chat with his IPL
skipper Shreyas Iyer briefly
during the Mumbai camp and
apart from him, he is equally
excited about spending time with
Ponting.

“I have not had the chance to
speak to Ricky sir. But when I get
to meet him, the first thing I want
to ask him is about the pull shot,”
he said referring to one of the best
exponents of the pull shot.

“I am also really excited about
spending time with Iyer. I love the
attitude of Iyer and Ricky sir, both
on and off the field. I would also
like to ask them about their
mindset in highs and lows.

“Just by interacting with the best
you can learn a lot, I have already
experienced it (in the camp),” said
Arya, whose parents teach in a

government school in the

national capital.

The IPL is still some time away
and if he does get to open
alongside Prabhsimran Singh,
there will be immense pressure

and scrutiny. Will his price tag
also play on his mind?

“I am not thinking on those lines.
For me it is just about learning
from the best minds in the game.”

And what does he plan to do with

the money?
“That (is something) my parents
will decide,” pat came the

response from Arya.

Growing up, he closely tracked
the career of now India head
coach Gautam Gambhi as they
both came to the same academy in
Delhi.

Arya loves Gambhir’s play against
spin and he too has gone on to
become a decent batter against the
turning ball. No wonder those six
sixes came off a spinner.

Besides Gambhir, Arya also draws
inspiration from Sri Lankan great
Kumar Sangakkara.

“Right from the beginning, I like
to play down the ground. That is
what I was thinking at that time
(when he hit six sixes). I have
followed Gautam bhaiya a lot. I
loved how he used to play spin
and that is what I tried to pick
from him.

“Among overseas players, I like
Kumar Sangakkara. I love his
cover drive a lot though
personally I like pull shot the
most.”

The moment when his name

came under the hammer will
remain fresh in Arya’s memory
forever.

“We were playing the domestic
T20 (SMAT) and I was sitting in
the hotel with my teammates. I
could not express myself after
Punjab made that winning bid.

“I did not know what do. My
phone stopped working. I would
have been happy at just being
picked but to get this bid made me
feel really good,” Arya recollected.
Arya made his T20 debut for
Delhi in 2023 and List A in 2021,
long before he achieved the
memorable feat in the DPL last
year. The southpaw looked back at
his journey thus far.

“There were challenges. The year
I made my debut I got to play only
two games and was on the bench
the rest of time. The year after I
was dropped from the senior
team. When I got the DPL stage, I
told myself I have to be the best
batter in the competition and that
happened”

He is yet to play first-class cricket
and that his next target. However,
the ultimate aim is to play Test
cricket.



