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Modi, Rahul features in AAP list of corrupt leaders

US SUPREME COURT PAVES WAY FOR EXTRADITION OF 26/11 ATTACKS MASTERMIND RANA

Clean Yamana in three years, metro
rides for youth and 50,000 jobs: BJP

India-Indonesia
sets new pace
to bilateral ties
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Days after former Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said that he would

not respond to Rahul Gandhi’s attack on
him, the Aam Aadmi Party on Saturday
released a poster putting Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi’s name among a list of 11
“corrupt” people and claiming that the
former Delhi Chief Minister will take on
them. For the first time, Congress Leaders
Rahul Gandhi, Ajay Maken and Sandeep
Dikshit were featured prominently in the
Arvind Kejriwal-led party’s campaign
poster.
Besides Rahul, the poster also has images
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, BJP leaders
Virendra Sachdeva, Anurag Thakur,
Parvesh Verma, Vijender Gupta
and Ramesh Bidhuri and
Congress Ajay Maken and
Sandeep Dikshit. The poster
with an image of security
personnel making way for
Kejriwal and his wife Sunita
has a tagline, “Kejriwal’s
honesty will be trouble for the
corrupt.” 

The poster referred to Kejriwal as
being “honest”. “Kejriwal ki

imandari sare beyimano par
padegi bhari [Kejriwal’s
honesty will prevail over all
the dishonest people],” reads
the poster.However, the

inclusion of Rahul Gandhi
signalled that the gloves are off

for AAP. The AAP and Congress

are part of opposition bloc ‘INDIA’,
however, are not fighting the Delhi
election together.
While Congress leaders have attacked
Kejriwal on the corruption front, Rahul
has not referred to graft allegations against
AAP though he had likened Kejriwal to
Modi on “propaganda and false promises”.
Rahul had targeted Kejriwal on the issue of
development over his governance track
record, claiming that he cannot match the
achievements of former Delhi Chief
Minister and Congress leader Sheila
Dikshit.
Meanwhile Mahila Congress president
Alka Lamba, who is contesting against
Atishi from Kalkaji assembly seat hit out at
Kejriwal after AAP in its poster labelled
Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi, Sandeep
Dikshit and Ajay Maken as “dishonest”.
“You (Arvind Kejriwal) insulted Sheila
Dikshit and Manmohan Singh. Now, he
says in the interview that Manmohan
Singh was the most honest Prime Minister.
He should apologise to Dr Singh’s wife. You
were begging Congress for an alliance. We
made a huge mistake by allying with you
on seven seats and supporting you during
the Lok Sabha elections,” Lamba said.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday came

bearing nine poll-promises for
the people of the national
Capital by releasing the third
and the final part of Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) ‘Sankalp
Patra’ including development
of Yamuna river front,
ownership rights for residents
of unauthorised colonies,
50,000 government jobs,
metro and bus rides available
throughout the day and Rs 10
Lakh life Insurance for gig
workers for the upcoming
Delhi assembly elections. 
Addressing a press conference,
the senior BJP leader also
launched an all out attack
on AAP chief and
former Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, asking
him to take a dip
in Mahakumbh in
Uttar Pradesh to
wash out his sins
and called him the
biggest liar he has ever
seen in his political career. 
Releasing the manifesto titled
‘Viksit Delhi Sankalp Patra
2025’, Shah mocked the ruling

party’s seven-year-old promise
to clean the Yamuna River and
take a holy dip in it. “If

Kejriwal cannot take a dip
in the Yamuna, he

should at least go to
the Kumbh and
wash away his sins.
And he can come
after three years
and take a dip in

the Yamuna river,
with his family, that

we will get cleaned ,”
Shah remarked. He also said

that while Kejriwal makes fake
promises, Modi government
delivers

Announcing the poll promises
made in the third part of the
manifesto, Amit Shah said,
“Modi ji has announced the
granting of ownership rights
to more than 1,700
unauthorized colonies.
Previously, these colonies did
not have permission for
construction, buying, or
selling. Now, by granting them
full ownership rights and
aligning with the Ministry of
Housing’s regulations and
Delhi’s by-laws, we will give
them the right to construct
and sell.”
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The government on
Saturday conferred with

civilian awards including
Padma Vibhushan awarded to
former Chief Justice of India
JS Khehar, noted doctor DN
Reddy and Kathak danseuse
Kumidini Lakhia and violinist
L Subramaniam. Padma
Vibhushan was also
posthumously awarded to
Osamu Suzuki, noted writer
MT Vasudevan Nair and folk
singer Sharda Sinha. 
As many as 19 persons were
awarded Padma Bhushan
including noted journalist A
Surya Prakash who served as
Chairman of Prasar Bharti

and had a stint with ‘The
Pioneer’ as consulting editor
and columnist as well as
founder Director of Pioneer
Media School.
Noted economist Bibek
Debroy, former Lok Sabha
Speaker Manohar Joshi,
former Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil Kumar Modi
and noted singer Pankaj
Udhas were also conferred the

prestigious Padma Bhushan. 
Sadhvi Ritambhara, the
firebrand leader of the
Ayodhya Ram Temple
movement, Hockey goal
keeper PR Sreejesh, filim
director Shekhar Kapoor and
veteran journalist
Rambahadur Rai, actress
Shobana were also given
Padma Bhushan. 
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In a major development, the US
Supreme Court has paved the way for
Pakistani-Canadian national and 26/11

attacks case accused Tahawwur Hussain
Rana’s extradition to India where he will
face trial in the Mumbai terror strikes case.
The US apex court early this week
dismissed Rana’s review petition (writ of
‘certiorari’) filed on November 13, 2024
challenging his extradition to India. With
the rejection of his petition, Rana has
exhausted all his legal options to evade his
extradition to India. Now, Rana’s
extradition to India has become
imminent. 
In the past, Rana had lost similar pleas,
both in US Court of Appeals in San
Francisco and several federal courts, to be
sent to India for prosecution of charges in
the November 26-29, 2008 attacks case, in
which 166 people were killed and 300
others injured. 
During the hearing in his latest plea in
December 2024, the US Solicitor General

Elizabeth B. Prelogar had made a strong
case for rejection of Rana’s review petition
on the ground that the Lashkar-E-Taiba
(LeT) operative was not entitled for relief
from extradition to India.
A former medical officer in the Pakistani
army, Rana had migrated to Canada in
1990 where he became a citizen before
moving to Chicago. As per US law, if he is
not extradited to India, he will be deported
to his home country Canada after the
completion of his prison term in 2027.
Rana is currently lodged in a Los Angeles
prison for his involvement in plotting a
terror attack on the Danish newspaper
Jyllands-Posten.
Rana had contended that he was tried and
acquitted by a federal court in Illinois
(Chicago) on the charges pertaining to the
26/11 case, for which India sought his
extradition. However, Prelogar had
strongly opposed Rana’s plea. Rana is
accused of significant involvement in the
26/11 attacks case.
Ajmal Kasab was among the ten Pakistani
terrorists who had carried out brazen

attacks on Mumbai. While nine of the ten
terrorists were killed by the security forces
during the attack, the remaining one-
Mohammed Ajmal Kasab - was caught
alive by the police at Girgaum Chowpatty
on the intervening night of November 26-
27, 2008. After his conviction in the case,
Kasab was hanged to death in the 26/11
attacks case in Pune’s Yerwada central
prison on November 21, 2012.
Rana is one of the two masterminds who
are yet to be brought to justice, while the
other is Sayed Zabiuddin Ansari alias Abu
Jundal, an Indian operative who worked
for the Lashkar terror group. He was
arrested in 2012 after being identified by
Kasab and is currently behind the bars in
Mumbai.
Welcoming the impending extradition to
India, senior advocate Ujjwal Nikam, who
was the Special Public Prosecutor in the
26/11 attacks case, said: “This is major
success for India because the Supreme
Court of America has dismissed the
review petition of Tahawwur Rana.
Tahawwur Rana and David Headley are

the close links behind the terror attack of
the 26/11 Mumbai attacks. By extraditing
Tahawwur Rana, India will get more
information and evidence of the
involvement of some of the Pakistani
people, including the Pakistan security
apparatus. I am very optimistic that the
extradition of Tahawwur Rana will give
more evidence about the involvement of
some of the security apparatus of
Pakistan,”
Rana is a close aide of the Pakistani-
American terrorist David Coleman
Headley, who was also wanted by India for
the 26/11 hit, carried out by 10 heavily
armed Pakistan terrorists.
In an amended criminal complaint in the
Illinois court against Headley and his
accomplice Tahawwur Hussain Rana, on
October 21, 2009, the FBI had given
details about the reconnaissance done by
Headley in India and his links with Rahul
Bhatt, whom he (Headley) had befriended
during his trips to India. Bhatt and his
fitness instructor friend Vilas Pandurang
Varak had subsequently confirmed having

met Headley during his visits to India.
It may be recalled that on September 26,
2023, the Mumbai crime branch sleuths
had filed a 405-page supplementary
charge-sheet against Canadian
businessman of Pakistani origin Dr.
Tahawwur Hussain Rana based on fresh
evidence against him.
Among other things, the supplementary
charge-sheet had alleged that Rana had
stayed in India for 11 days - from
November 11, 2008 to November 22, 2008.
Of these days, he spent two days in
Mumbai, where he stayed at Hotel
Renaissance at Powai.
In its charge-sheet submitted before the
trial court, the crime branch police had
added Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) section 39A (offence relating
to support given to a terrorist
organisation) against Rana in the case.”We
have gathered some fresh evidence against
Rana in the form of statements and
documents,” a senior crime branch officer
said.
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President Droupadi Murmu on
Saturday advocated for the “One

Nation One Election” initiative, asserting
it has the potential to redefine “good
governance” in the country by
promoting consistency in governance,
preventing policy paralysis, mitigating
resource diversion, and alleviating
financial burdens on the state.
In her address to the nation ahead of the
76th Republic Day, she emphasised the
government’s ongoing efforts to
“eliminate remnants of a colonial
mindset that have lingered in the
country for decades” and cited the
replacement of the British-era criminal
laws with three new modern laws.
“We have been witnessing concerted
efforts to change that mindset... Reforms
of such magnitude require an audacity of
vision,” she said.
Highlighting the significance of the
proposed bill aimed at synchronising

election schedules across the country,
Murmu noted, “The ‘One Nation One
Election’ plan can offer numerous
benefits, including enhanced governance
and reduced financial strain.”
In discussing legal reforms, she pointed
out the need to replace the Indian Penal
Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure,
and the Indian Evidence Act with new

laws reflective of Indian traditions.
She mentioned the introduction of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and the
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, which
prioritise the delivery of justice over
mere punishment and place a strong
emphasis on addressing crimes against
women and children.
Reflecting on the significance of the
Constitution, the President highlighted
the progress achieved over the past 75
years.
“At the time of Independence, many
parts of the country faced extreme
poverty and hunger. However, we
maintained a belief in ourselves and
created conditions for growth,” she said.
Noting the contributions of farmers and
labourers, she said India’s economy now
plays a pivotal role in global economic
trends, asserting that this transformation
is rooted in the framework established by
the Constitution.
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India and Indonesia on
Saturday agreed to give a

new momentum to the overall
bilateral ties and especially
concurred on working jointly
in the areas of defence
manufacturing and supply
chains, as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hosted
Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto for wide-
ranging talks.
Subianto, on a three-day visit
to India, will be the chief
guest at the Republic-Day
celebrations at Kartavya Path
on Sunday.
In his media statement
following the talks, Modi
described Indonesia as an
“important partner” of India
in the 10-nation ASEAN bloc
as well as in the Indo-Pacific,
noting that both countries are
committed to a rules-based
order in the region.
“We agree that the freedom of
navigation should be ensured
in line with international law,”
Modi said amid growing
global concerns over China’s
increasing military muscle-
flexing in the Indo-Pacific
region. “We held extensive
discussions on various aspects
of our bilateral ties,” the prime
minister said, adding that
India and Indonesia have
agreed to work jointly on
defence manufacturing and
supply chains.
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BALANCE OF ART, SCIENCE, LITERATURE, REGION IN LIST

Government announce Padma Awards
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ABahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
leader from Haryana’s

Ambala was shot dead by armed
assailantsin Naraingarh, police
said on Saturday. BSP leader
Harbilas Singh Rajjumajra was
accompanied by two friends,
Puneet and Gugal, when the
attack occurred while they were
in their car on Friday evening.
Puneet also sustained bullet
injuries. After the attack, they
were rushed to PGIMER,
Chandigarh where Harbilas
succumbed to his injuries late at
night while Puneet was stated to
be out of danger. Police said the
attackers have so far not been
identified. Naraingarh SHO
Lalit Kumar reached the crime
spot to begin investigation.
Superintendent of Police,
Ambala, S S Bhoria said that a
police team has been constitut-
ed to nab the assailants.
Ambala-based BSP leaders have
demanded that the police make
all efforts to nab the accused at
the earliest. Rajjumajra had
unsuccessfully contested the
assembly election from
Naraingarh last year.
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Punjab state road safety
council and National

Highway Authority of India
organized a one-day work-
shop on the topic
“Improvement of Black Spots
and Their Impact on Road
Accidents and Fatalities” to
reduce road accidents and
fatalities on Saturday.

The focus was on improv-
ing accident-prone black spots
and assessing their impact on
road accidents and fatalities.
Additional Chief Secretary of
Transport,  D.K. Tiwari com-
mended the role of the Road
Safety Force and encouraged
officials from various depart-
ments to adopt well-coordi-
nated measures to minimize
road accidents, especially dur-
ing foggy weather conditions,
and to discourage underage
driving.

Director General of the
Lead Agency for Road Safety,
R. Venkata Ratnam, pointed
out that the number of fatali-
ties due to road accidents in the

state is alarmingly high, with 14
deaths occurring daily. He
urged road-related agencies,
including NHAI, PWD, Punjab
Mandi Board, and the Local
Government Department, to
put in more efforts to rectify
black spots on roads and prop-
erly evaluate their impact to
reduce fatalities. He also direct-
ed police and transport depart-
ment officials to strictly enforce
traffic rules to prevent acci-
dents and save lives.
Furthermore, he emphasized
the importance of accurately
documenting road accident
data to facilitate better planning
and ensure optimal utilization
of government funds allocated
for accident prevention.

Additional Director
General of Police (Traffic),
A.S. Rai, highlighted the per-
formance of the Road Safety
Force and stated that due to the
effective operations of the force
over the past 11 months, there
has been a significant decline
in road accidents and fatalities
in Punjab, which is a testament
to the efforts of the current
Punjab government.
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Ahead of the Republic Day
celebrations on Sunday,

security has been stepped up
across Punjab, Haryana and the
Union Territory of Chandigarh.

Security arrangements
have been strengthened at vul-
nerable places and key instal-
lations, bus stands, railway sta-
tions and government build-
ings at the district headquar-
ters, officials said.

Security has also been
strengthened in and around the
venues where the Republic-Day
celebrations will be held,
including where top digni-
taries will unfurl the tricolour.

Dog and bomb squad
teams have been pressed into
service to ensure fool-proof
security in vulnerable places
across Punjab and Haryana, the
officials said. Checkpoints have
been set up at several places

across the two states and vehi-
cles are being thoroughly
checked.

Punjab’s Director General
of Police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav
had recently said the state
police is fully prepared to
ensure secure and peaceful
Republic-Day celebrations and
that security has been
enhanced across the state. All
the police officers were
instructed to heighten securi-
ty measures, increase patrolling
and intensify night-domination
operations, the DGP had said.

Punjab Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria will unfurl the
national flag at a state-level
event on the occasion of
Republic Day in Ludhiana,
while Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann will hoist the flag in
Patiala.

Haryana Governor
Bandaru Dattatreya will unfurl
the tricolour in Faridabad,
while Chief Minister Nayab

Singh Saini will do the same in
Rewari.

The Haryana Police has
also strengthened security mea-
sures across the state in the
run-up to the Republic Day.
Senior officers, including com-
missioners and district super-
intendents of police, have been
directed to ensure an elaborate
security cover at all important
venues for the Republic-Day
celebrations, officials said.

Police personnel are keep-
ing a close vigil at sensitive loca-
tions to maintain law and order.
A close vigil is also being kept
at strategic locations, such as
busy markets, bus stands and
railway stations. Hotels, guest-
houses, parking lots and restau-
rants are also being checked, the
officials added.

Tight security arrange-
ments have also been made in
Chandigarh, the common cap-
ital of the two states, in view of
the Republic-Day celebrations.
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I, Renu Devi W/o Bhola 

Sharma R/o 676 Mauli Jagran 

Chandigarh my son Ram Ji 

Sharma, daughter in law 

Partima Kumari & their 

childrens Dipansh, Chirag, 

Divya ar out of my control. So 

I disown them from my all 

moveable/ immovable 

properties. Anybody dealing 

with them at their own risk & 

liabilities. I will not liable/ 

responsible for the same. 

I, Surajbhan S/o Sh. 

Shrichand R/o H. No. 1038, 

Ward No. 6, Street No. 9, 

Tibba Danasher, Shiv Nagar, 

Hisar (Haryana) declare that 

my son Anil and his wife 

Sheela are out of my and my 

family's control, therefore I 

evict my son Anil and his wife 

Sheela from my movable-

immovable property. I and my 

family will not be responsible 

for any of their transactions or 

dealings, they will be 

responsible themselves. 

I Yogesh Kumar S/o 

Kishore Kumar R/o H.no. 217 

Ganesh Vihar Tehsil Ambala 

Cantt  that my son Gaurav is 

out of my control so I disown 

him from all my moveable 

immoveable properties.  In 

future anybody dealing or 

relation with him at their own 

risk, me and my family will not 

be responsible. 

I, Surender Mohan 

Rehan, S/o Ruldu Ram, R/o 

H.No. 352/11 Jagdish Marg, 

Shahabad Markanda, District 

Kurukshetra, have evicted my 

son Uttam Rehan from all my 

movable- immovable 

properties, as he is out of my 

control. 

मै िबजे� िसंह पु� महे� 

िसंह िनवासी मकान नंबर 107/19, 

गली नंबर 1, पटेल नगर, सोनीपत 

ह�रयाणा, अपने पु� दीपक ख�ी 

और उसकी प ी काजल को अपनी 

चल अचल स#ित से बेदखल करता 

$ं, इनसे लेनदेन करने वाले &यं 

िज'ेवार होगें। 

I, Harish Kumar S/o Sh. 

Surender Kumar R/o H. No. 

494/8, Ladwa Road, 

Shahabad, Tehsil Shahabad, 

District Kurukshetra have 

declare that my name Harish 

is recorded in the 10th 

standard marksheet of my 

daughter, whereas my full 

name Harish Kumar is 

recorded in all my official 

documents, including 

Aadhaar card, PAN card, 

Voter card, and others. Both 

names refer to the same 

person, i.e., myself. All 

concerned note please. 

I Deepak Mittal S/O 

Dharam Pal r/o # 2549, Kaur 

Chand Street, Sri Muktsar 

Sahib, do hereby solemnly 

affirm and declare that In the 

School Record of my minor 

daughter Amaira my and her 

mother name wrongly enter 

as Deepak and her mother 

name Sonia Instead of our 

correct name is Deepak Mittal 

and Sonia Mittal All 

concerned note that now my 

name is Deepak Mittal and 

her mother name is Sonia 

Mittal. 

I, Dheeran W/o Manjoor 

Masih R/o Village Bazid Chak 

PO Naushera Majja Singh 

Distt Gurdaspur declare that 

as per my Aadhar card, my 

correct date of birth is 

01.01.1970. Concerned note. 

I, No. JC-462258K Sub 

Bhogan Gundu Narayan 

resident of Village- 

Mahipalgad, Post- Shinoli, 

Tehsil- Chandgad, District- 

Kolhapur, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-416507, 

have changed my Mother 

Laxmi Narayan Bhogan DOB 

from 27 April 1959 to 01 Jan 

1963 Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB99428075111966X dated 

21 Jan 2025 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I Service No. 10467393Y 

Rank-HAV Name - Ram 

Kumar S/o Ram Singh of 

Unit-1356 DSC PL Jagdalpur 

494001 that in my service 

record my wife's DOB is 

wrongly mentioned as 22-10-

1982 but her actual DOB is 

22-10-1983 . Concerned note 

I, Bandna Devi (UID 

8804 2339 6442) W/o Sh. 

Rati Ram R/o VPO Jhandian, 

Tehsil Anandpur Sahib, 

District Rupnagar, Punjab, 

India declare that Mr. Ram 

Dass was my Ex-Husband, I 

have got divorce from him. 

From my then wedlock with 

my ex-husband Mr. Ram 

Dass, two male children 

namely Mr. Raj Kumar and 

Mr. Kuldeep were born and 

they are living with their father 

in Maharashtra.Mr. Raj Kumar 

and Mr. Kuldeep are not 

obedient towards me and not 

under my control. I do hereby 

disinheriting said male 

children Mr. Raj Kumar and 

Mr. Kuldeep from my whole 

moveable and immovable 

property situated in 

throughout india. 

It is for general 

information that I, Kritika Saini 

D/o Jawahar Lal R/o H.NO. 

67/11-B, Shanti Nagar, Near 

Shivaji Park Hisar-125001 

declare that name of my 

mother has been wrongly 

written as Aarti Saini in my 

10th & 12th class CBSE 

Board educational 

documents. The actual name 

of my mother is Arti Saini, 

which may be amended 

accordingly. It is certified that 

I have complied with other 

legal requirements in this 

correction. 

I, Ankur Wadhwa S/o 

Sh. Madan Lal Wadhwa  R/o 

H. No. 18, Sector 16-17, 

Hisar (Haryana) declare that 

I have changed my name 

from  Ankur  to  Ankur 

Wadhwa  for all future 

purpose. 

I, Madan Lal Wadhwa 

S/o Chandu Ram  R/o H. No. 

18, Sector 16-17, Hisar 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed my name from  

Madan Lal to  Madan Lal 

Wadhwa  for all future 

purpose. 

I, Sumitra W/o Dr. Raj 

Singh  R/o H. No. 61, 

Chander Lane Colony, Patel 

Nagar, Kaimri Road, Hisar  

declare that I have changed 

my name from  Sumitra  to  

Sumitra Kanojia  for all future 

purpose. 

I, Rajani Bala W/o 

Rajesh Dhawan, R/o Flat No- 

204, pine Homes, Near MS 

Enclave, Dhakauli SAS 

Nagar (Mohali) Punjab have 

changed my name to Rajni 

Dhawan. 

I, Anju Wife of Devender 

Singh Rawat Resident of H. 

No. 1013, Dwarika Puri, 

Jagadhri, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt. Yamuna Nagar -135003 

(Haryana) India declare that 

name of mine and my 

husband has been wrongly 

written as Anju Rawat and 

Devender Rawat respectively 

in my minor son namely 

Tanish Rawat aged 17 years 

in his 10th class educational 

Certificate. The actual name 

of mine and my husband are 

Anju and Devender Singh 

Rawat. 

I, Mamleshwar S/o Uchit 

Kumar Pandey R/o Satsang 

Bhawan Road, Peer vali Gali, 

Jammu Colony-B, Camp, 

Yamuna Nagar, Tehsil 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my 

name from Mamleshwar to 

Mamleshwar Pandey. 

I, Neelam Sharma W/o 

Yogesh Kumar R/o Village 

Rampur Khadar, Sub Tehsil 

Pratap Nagar, Tehsil 

Chhachhrauli, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my 

name from Neelam Sharma 

to Neelam. 

I, Satbir Rana S/o 

Parmal Singh R/o 265, Ward 

no. 01, Gandhi Dham, 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar, Haryana have 

changed my name from 

Satbir Rana to Satbir. 

I, Gagan deep Passi S/o 

Pardeep Kumar Passi R/o 

House No. 506, Sector 32/A, 

Chandigarh have changed 

my name from Gagan deep 

Passi to Gagandeep Passi. 

I, Sandeep Sharma S/o 

Sh. Subhash Chand R/o 

H.No. B-22/44, Tanda Bay 

Pass W.No. 10, Bassi Jana 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

have changed the name of 

my minor son from Anant to 

Anant Sharma. Concerned 

note. 

I, Navi S/o Rakesh 

Kumar R/o Ward No 1, Pahari 

Gate, Hariana Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from Navi 

to Navi Kumar. Concerned 

note. 

I, Mohan Lal s/o 

Chamela Ram r/o Village 

Morthala, PO Dudhla, Distt 

Kurukshetra have changed 

my name from Mohan Singh 

to Mohan Lal. 

I, Ruchita Jain w/o 

Peeyush Jain r/o # 1395, 

Gomti Gali, Jagadhri, 

Yamunanagar have changed 

my name from Ruchita 

Aggarwal @ Ruchita to 

Ruchita Jain. 

I, Pulkit Verma s/o 

Satish Verma r/o # 496 - L, 

Model Town, Yamunanagar 

have changed my name from 

Pulkit Munjal to Pulkit Verma. 

I, JC-402066H Ex-

SUB/CLK Dilbag Singh S/o 

Late Sh. Sewa Singh R/o 

H.No.51, Kalia Farm, Near 

Verka Milk Plant, Jalandhar, 

Punjab hereby affirm and 

declare that my daughter 

correct name is Sarabjit 

Kaur, Date of Birth is 20 Oct 

1979 instead of Wrong Name 

Sarabjeet Kaur, DOB 22 Oct 

1979. 

I, Mohammad Rashid 

son of Jamaludin, resident of 

Ward No. 12 Vidyanand 

Colony, near Peepal Wali 

Masjid, Panipat. Already my 

name is Mohammad Rashid, 

now I have changed  from 

Mohammad Rashid to 

Rashid. In future called me 

Rashid, all concerned 

please. 

I, Neha Rani W/o Ashok 

Kumar R/o Vill. & PO. 

Garkhal, Teh. Kasauli, Distt. 

Solan (HP) have changed my 

minor son's name from Harsh 

Sharma to Krish Sharma. 

I, Aman Deep Kaur W/o  

Mukesh Kumar R/o Vill. Jadli,  

PO. Brawri, Teh. & Distt. 

Solan (HP) have changed my 

name from Aman Deep Kaur 

to Champa Devi. 

I, Reena Devi W/o Sh. 

Anil Kumar, R/o Village 

Jattal, Tehsil & Distt. Panipat, 

declare that Reena Devi and 

Reena both are my name. 

But, in future I may be Known 

as Reena Devi. All 

Concerned notes please. 

I, Manju W/o Sh. 

Raghbir Singh Khatkar R/o 

Village Khatkar, Tehsil 

Uchana, Distt. Jind, have 

changed my name from 

Manju to Manju Devi. 

I, Sukhdev Singh Father 

of No.13772837H Hav 

Avneet Singh Unit of 11 Jak 

Rif C/o 56 Apo that in my 

son’s army service record my 

name has been wrongly 

entered as Sukhdev Singh 

but my correct name is Sukh 

Dev Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB99384131289341X 

Dt.21.01.2025 before 

Executive Magistrate 

Amritsar 

I, Harjeet Kaur W/o 

Bhupinder Singh R/o 330 Kot 

Atma Ram Sultanwind Road 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Harjeet Kaur To 

Harjit Kaur 

I, Dawinder Singh S/o 

Amrik Singh R/o Village Sarai 

Tehsil Ajnala District Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Dawinder Singh to Davinder 

Singh 

I, Simran Kaur Sidana 

W/o Parminder Singh Sidana 

R/o H.No.57, Basant Avenue, 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Simran Kaur 

Sidana to Simran Kaur. All 

Concerned please Note 

I, hitherto known as 

Santosh Rani wife of 

Surinder Pal residing at 

Yuvraj Palace Wali Gali, 

Guru Nanak Pura, Amritsar-

143001 Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as 

Santosh Kumari. 

I, Gurbachan Kaur 

mother of No.2493605L Hav 

Mukhtyar Singh R/o Bihari 

Nagar, Rampur, Uttar 

Pradesh-244921 have 

changed my name from 

Gurbachan Kaur to Bachan 

Kaur Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB00369614474540X 

Dt.24.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Amit Kumar S/o Kewal 

Krishan Gandotra R/o Vill. 

Balsua P.O. Jhakolari, Tehsil 

And District Pathankot, 

Punjab-145001 have 

changed my name to Amit 

Kumar Gandotra. 

I Gurinder Singh S/O 

Surinder Singh R/O Vpo 

Dhugga Kalan, Tehsil 

Dasuya, Distt Hoshiarpur 

Have Changed My Name 

Gurinder Singh And Surname 

As Singh 

I Harwinder Kaur D/o 

Sh. Satnam Singh R/o House 

no. 45 Prem Nagar, Karnal 

have changed my name from 

Harwinder Kaur to Harvinder 

Kaur. All Concerned Please 

Noted. 

I, Jasmer Singh S/O 

Balbir Singh R/O House 

no.204 Village Daba Tehsil 

Guhla District Kaithal 

Haryana have changed my 

name from Jashmer to 

Jasmer Singh. 

I, hitherto known as 

Hanny kumari alias Hanny 

D/o Ram mehar R/o 

Chhichhrana(88) sonipat 

Haryana-131301 have 

changed my name and shall 

here after be known as Hanny 

kumari 

I Yash Paul s/o Nar Singh 

Dass, 277, opp bangali 

hospital, Kunjpura, District 

Karnal, Haryana-132022 

Have changed my name from 

Yash Pall s/o Narsingh Dass 

to Yash Paul s/o Nar Singh 

Dass. 

I  Vibha Ranjan is Legally 

wedded wife of No  JC- 

735664Y Rank Nb Sub Name 

Upendra Pandit r/o vill Sarana 

toli Post Lohardaga distt 

Lohardaga Jharkhand declar 

that I have changed my name  

Vibha Ranjan to Vibha Ranjan  

Prajapati. All   noted that 

Vibha Ranjan and Vibha 

Ranjan Prajapati pertain one 

and  same lady. 

I, Pushpinder Kaur W/o 

No. JC-431305P Sub Maj 

Kuljeet Singh Unit 38, Infantry 

brigade India Presently 

residing at Vill Behanigala, 

Kangri, Beripattan Kangri 

Kangri Rajouri, Jammu and 

Kashmir- Pin 185156 have 

change my name Pushpinder 

Kaur to Pushpinder Kour all of 

purpose. 

I, Harsh Bindal S/o Sh. 

Rajesh Kumar R/o 43, Urban 

Estate, Sector-7, Ambala City, 

Distt Ambala, Haryana have 

changed my name from 

Harsh to Harsh Bindal for all 

future Purposes.  

I, Joginder Singh Luthra 

S/o Hazara Singh R/o Ward 

No.13, Gali Lohara wali, Raja 

Sansi, Amritsar have changed 

my name from Joginder Singh 

Luthra to Joginder Singh.  

I, Kartik Bhateja S/o Sh. 

Rajinder Kumar R/o C-19, 

Ward No. 2, Dera Sacha 

Sauda, Shah Satnam Pura, 

Sirsa (Haryana). That I have 

changed my name from Kartik 

to Kartik Bhateja , in future my 

name is to be called as Kartik 

Bhateja. 

I, Hura Begum W/o 

Abdul Mannan R/o Village 

Badarpur Tehsil Ferozepur 

Jhirka Distt. Nuh (Haryana). 

That I have changed my 

name from Hura to Hura 

Begum , in future my name is 

to be called as Hura Begum. 

I, Harpreet Singh S/o 

Charanjit Singh Dhaliwal R/o 

18D, Ranjit Nagar, Seona 

Road, Patiala (Punjab) have 

changed my name to 

Harpreet Singh Dhaliwal. 

I, No.JC287366P, 

Rajeev Kumar, Rank-

Subedar S/o Late Sh Ram 

Parsad of 163 FD Regt. 

presently residing at 

H.No.112, Golf Link City, 

Sector-34. District-Karnal 

(Haryana) declare that in my 

service documents, my 

daughter's Name mentioned 

as Ganika Chaudhary which 

is incorrect.Her correct name 

is Ganika Choudhary vide 

affidavit no. 3085, dated 

23.01.2025 before Executive 

Magistrate, Karnal. 

I, Kiran Narang W/o 

Parveen Kumar R/o #182/1, 

Railway Road, Kalka, 

Distt.Panchkula (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Kiran Narang to Kiran. 

I, Parveen Narang S/o 

Hans Raj R/o #182/1, 

Railway Road, Kalka, 

Distt.Panchkula (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Parveen Narang to Parveen 

Kumar. 

I, Karan Bhateja S/o Sh. 

Rajender R/o C-19, Ward 

No. 2, Dera Sacha Sauda, 

Shah Satnam Pura, Sirsa 

(Haryana). That I have 

changed my name from 

Karan to Karan Bhateja , in 

future my name is to be 

called as Karan Bhateja. 

I Pooja D/o Dal Singh 

R/o Gadi Patti, Rajound, 

Kaithal, Haryana have 

changed my name and 

Signature from Pooja to 

Pooja Rana. 

I, Vishnu Kumar, S/o 

Rajender, previously R/o 

Room No. E-207, Hostel Y-4, 

IIT Jodhpur (Raj.), and now 

R/o Village Sadalpur, Tehsil 

Adampur, Distt. Hisar, 

hereby declare that my name 

has been updated in the 

passport. Previously, Vishnu 

Kumar was listed in the 

given name section. Now, 

Vishnu will be in the given 

name section, and Kumar in 

the surname section for all 

future purposes. 

I, Neeraj Jain S/o 

Suresh Jain R/o 80 P, Sector 

13, Hisar (Haryana) have 

changed my name from 

Neeraj Kumar Jain to Neeraj 

Jain for all purpose in future. 

I, Mohammad Sharif 

Kausar s/o Mohammad 

Hamid Kausar Word Number 

8 Ahmadiyya mohalla post 

Qadian Tehsil Batala distt 

Gurdaspur I have changed 

My Name Muhammad Sharif  

to Mohammad Sharif 

Kausar. 

I,  Duni Chand Dogra S/o 

Kiru Ram R/o 3252, Sector 

24D Chandigarh have 

changed my name Duni 

Chand Dogra to Duni Chand. 

In future I may be known as 

Duni Chand. 

I, Hari Lal Mehta S/o 

Jagdev Mahto Sector 26 A 

Street No 4 Shanti Nagar 

Mandi Gobindgarh, have 

changed name to Hari Lal 

Mahto. 

I, Milky Sharma W/o 

Varun Kumar Sharma, H.No. 

22, Sector 18- A, Chandigarh, 

declare that Milky is my name 

and  Sharma is my surname. 

I Rajender S/O Gopi 

Ram R/O 1647 Village 

Birdhana Tehsil And District 

Fatehabad State Haryana - 

125050 Have Changed My 

Name From Rajender To 

Rajender Singh. 

I Bakhshish Singh S/O 

Pal Singh, R/O Vill Haruwal 

,Po & Teh Dera Baba Nanak 

Distt Gurdaspur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From 

Bakhshish Singh To Bakhsish 

Singh Please Note All 

Concern 

I, Baljit Kaur, wife of 

Hardial Singh, village Post 

Office Thoba, Tehsil Ajnala, 

District Amritsar declare that 

my passport number 

Y7938297 and my husband's 

name Hardiyal Singh are 

wrongly recorded while the 

rest of the documents are 

incorrect. And my husband's 

name (Hardial Singh) is 

recorded which is correct. to 

make related notes. 

I Manpreet Kaur W/o 

Hardeep Singh R/o 257 B/s 

Gurudwara Nanaksar Verka 

Amritsar Punjab have 

changed my name  Manreet 

Kaur To Manpreet Kaur. 

I, hitherto known as 

Kuldip Singh s/o Sadhu Singh 

r/o H.No. BX-1415, Vill. 

Lamba Pind, Po. Chogitti, 

Jalandhar, Punjab-144009 

have changed my name and 

shall hereafter be known as 

Kuldeep Singh. 

I, Sonali D/o Mohan 

Parshad R/o Nangal Colony, 

Vill. Nangal, Po. Chachoki, 

Teh. Phagwara, Distt. 

Kapurthala have changed my 

name from Sonali to Sonali 

Kumari. 

I Ravinder Kaur W/O 

Kamal Jit R/O Village 

Kirpalpur, P.O. Chachoki, 

Tehsil Phagwara, Kapurthala 

Have Changed My Name 

Ravinder As Given Name & 

Kaur As Surname. 

I Sarbjit Kaur W/O 

Bhupinder Singh R/O Vpo. 

Baghpur District Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My 

Name From Sarabjit Kaur 

To Sarbjit Kaur. 

I Malkeet Singh S/O 

Harjit Singh R/O Vill. 

Attepur P.O. Udhanwal 

Tehsil Batala Distt. 

Gurdaspur Punjab Declare 

That My Given Name As 

Malkeet And Surname As 

Singh. 

I Hardev Singh Grewal 

S/O Pritam Singh R/O Vill. 

Kahan Singh Wala, Distt. 

Moga Have Changed My 

Minor Son’s Name  Zorawar 

Singh To Zorawar Singh 

Grewal. 

I Hardeep Singh S/o 

Harnam Singh Village  

Majhuke Tehsil Tapa, 

District Barnala have 

changed my name Hardeep 

Singh Dhillon. 

I, Vakil Chand S/O 

Bhagwan Das R/O 

Wadhwar Colony, 

Gidderbaha, Distt. Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Vakil Chand To Vakil Chand 

Bansal. 

I Balvir Kaur W/O 

Malkit Singh R/O 

Hussainabad, PO-Bhulana, 

DIST-Kapurthala, Punjab - 

144620, Have Changed My 

Name To Dalbir Kaur. 

I Jaswinder Kaur W/O 

Shingara Singh Grewal  

R/O Village Jatpura, PO-

Lamme, Tehsil- Jagraon, 

Distt-Ludhiana,  Punjab - 

142034, Have Changed My 

Name To Jastinder Kaur 

Grewal. 

I Singara Singh S/O 

Najar Singh R/O Village 

Jatpura, PO-Lamme, 

Tehsil- Jagraon, Distt-

Ludhiana, Punjab-142034, 

Have Changed My Name To 

Shingara Singh Grewal. 

I, Ankit Rathee S/O 

Azad Singh R/O H-No-924, 

Pana Jodhan, Kharhar(21), 

Kharhar, Jhajjar, 

Bahadurgarh, Haryana - 

124501, Have Changed My 

Minor Son’s Name From 

Yonit Rathee Aged 11 

Month To Vivaan Rathee 

Forever. 

I Munga Devi W/O 

Dharamvir Singh R/O 321-

D, Sector-7, PO-Panipat, 

DIST-Panipat, Haryana - 

132103 , Have Changed My 

Name To Kamla Devi. 

I Meenu D/O Narain 

Dass Chawla And W/O 

Jatinder Kumar R/O House 

No-881-A, Banso Gate, 

Novalty Road, Karnal, Distt-

Karnal, Haryana - 132001, 

Have Changed My Name To 

Geetika. 

I Hitherto Known As 

Manoj Kumar S/O Ram 

Gopal R/O House No. 1054, 

Urban Estate 2, Near Saint 

Marry School, Sector 12, 

Hisar, Haryana-125001 Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As 

Manoj Kumar Kakar. 

I, Sukhwinder Kaur W/O 

Sh. Ashok Kumar R/O Vill. 

Latifpur, P.O. Khanpur, Tehsil 

Mukerian, Distt. Hoshiarpur 

(Pb) Have Changed My 

Name From Sukhwinder Kaur 

To Sukhvinder Kaur. 

I, Lucky (Sen) S/o Sh. 

Virender Kumar R/o NDRI 

Campus, Karnal declare that 

in my 10th and 12th 

Marksheet my father's name 

wrongly written as Virender. 

Kindly Correct as Virender 

Kumar as per other 

documents. 

I hitherto known as Indu 

Bala W/O Ulphat Rai 

Residing At Hno: T3/361, 

RSD Colony Shahpurkandi 

Township, Jugial-145029 

Tehsil And Distt: Pathankot 

Punjab Have Changed My 

Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Bala Indu. 

I, Nadeem S/o Sh. 

Gulzar R/o House NO.1952 

Sector 45-B, (Burail) declare 

that I have change the name 

of my minor daughter from 

Saafiya to Sofiya for all 

purpose.  

I, Navena Begum W/o 

Nadeem R/o House NO.1952 

Sector 45-B, (Burail) have 

changed my name from 

Nameena Praween to Navina 

Begum.  

Classifieds
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(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC) 

(SUCCESSION CASE)

IN THE COURT OF  

Supreet Kaur

Additional Civil Judge (Senior 

Division), Amritsar 

KARAN BEHAL 

Vs.

GENERAL PUBLIC 

CNR No.:PBAS02-000223-2025

Next Date:-07-04-2025

NOTICE TO:- GENERAL PUBLIC 

In above tiled case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that defendant 

(s) /respondent (s) should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

07-04-2025 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=

district_notice & district= 

Amritsar

Additional Civil Judge

(Senior Division), Amritsar

Dated, this day of 24-01-2025 

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC) 

(SUCCESSION CASE)

IN THE COURT OF  

Supreet Kaur

Additional Civil Judge (Senior 

Division), Amritsar 

KULWINDER KUMAR 

Vs.

GENERAL PUBLIC 

CNR No.:PBAS02-005499-2024

Next Date:-25-02-2025

NOTICE TO:- GENERAL PUBLIC 

AMRITSAR

In above tiled case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that defendant 

(s) /respondent (s) should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

25-02-2025 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=

district_notice & district= 

Amritsar

Additional Civil Judge

(Senior Division), Amritsar

Dated, this day of 24-01-2025 

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF  

Ms. Aarti Sharma

Civil Judge (Junior Division), 

Mukerian

Satish Kumar s/o Des Raj R/o 

Village Bhatoli, P.O. Karari, Tehsil 

Mukerian, District Hoshairpur 

Vs.

Rakesh Kumar village Bhatoli, P.O. 

Karari, Tehsil Mukerian, District 

Hoshairpur etc. 

CNR No.:PBHOC0-000452-2024

Next Date:-17-02-2025

APPLICATION U/O 39 RULE 2-A

READ WITH SECTION 151 OF

CPC.

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 3. 

Ritik Sharma S/o Rakesh Kumar

6. Brij Mohan S/o Shambu Dutt 

7. Atul Sharma S/o Shambu Dutt 

8. Nisha Rani W/o Atul Sharma 

9. Amandeep Kaur W/o Brij Mohan 

10. Kundan Lal S/o Des Raj 

11. Nimmi W/o Kundan Lal 

12. Vikas S/o Kundal Lal  

All Residents of village Bhatoli, P.O. 

Karari, Tehsil Mukerian, District 

Hoshiarpur. 

In above tiled case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that defendant 

(s) /respondent (s) should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

17-02-2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=

district_notice & district= 

Hoshiarpur

Ms. Aarti Sharma 

Civil Judge (Junior Division), 

Mukerian

Dated, this day of 21-01-2025

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

36th Road Safety Week held at Nathpa Jhakri Hydro Power Station, Jhakri

The 36th Road Safety Week at Nathpa Jhakri Hydro 

Power Station was organized by the Security 

Department, NJHPS from January 20, 2025. The theme 

of National Road Safety Week 2025 is 'Become Road 

Safety Nayak'. During this road safety week, various 

activities such as training programs, fun games were 

organized for employees/officers and their families and 

school children. Also, safety of all vehicles of the project 

was ensured through vehicle inspection. 

The event was inaugurated by Project Head/Executive 

Director Mr. Manoj Kumar. In this training program, the 

project chief shared knowledge related to road safety, 

emphasizing the need for following traffic rules and the 

need for helmets and seat belts. According to the report, 

every year more than 1.50 lakh people in India lose their 

lives in road accidents. This awareness program 

organized by Nathpa Jhakri Hydro Power Station is an 

effort to reduce these figures. During this road safety week, everyone was requested to follow the road safety rules and at 

the same time instructed to make the family and society aware.

SBI Inter Circle Basketball Tournament At Chandigarh FROM 21.01.2025 TO 24.01.2025

Chandigarh: SBI Inter Circle Basketball Tournament 

at Chandigarh came to a thrilling close on 24.01.2025, 

with SBI Chandigarh Circle team emerging as the 

champion. The tournament, which began on 21.01.2025, 

saw participation from 17 teams from all SBI Circles. In 

final match, Chandigarh Circle team defeated Jaipur 

Circle team by a score of 105 - 73. Sh. Deepak from 

team Jaipur was awarded Man of the Match in final and 

Sh. Hunny Nehra, Captain of team Chandigarh was 

awarded Man of Tournament. Ahmedabad team defeated 

Hyderabad team in match for third place. 

The closing ceremony was attended by Sh. Krishan 

Sharma, Chief General Manager of SBI Chandigarh 

Circle, Sh. Sujit Kumar, General Manager (Network- 2) 

and other dignitaries. They congratulated the winners 

and participants on their impressive display of skill and 

sportsmanship. A vote of thanks was given by Secretary, Circle Welfare Committee, Chandigarh Circle. The ceremony 

included prize distribution, where the winning team and individual award winners were felicitated.

KBP Smart City

On the auspicious occasion of Republic Day, Gaurav 

Kansal, Director KBP Smart City Mohali, extends 

warm wishes to all Indians. As we celebrate our 

Nation's Republic Day, KBP Group is proud to 

announce the completion and delivery of possession of 

Phase-1 of KBP Smart City. This milestone marks a 

significant achievement for the company, and we're 

thrilled to hand over the keys to our delighted 

customers. Furthermore, we're excited to share that 

construction and booking of Phase-2 have commenced, 

offering new opportunities for homebuyers to be a part 

of our vibrant community. KBP Smart City is a 

testament to our commitment to delivering exceptional 

quality and timely possession, making it an ideal 

destination for those seeking a luxurious and affordable 

lifestyle.

USP
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Palestinians prisoners released in ceasefire deal arrive in West Bank
PTI n TEL AVIV

Thousands of Palestinians
in the West Bank city of

Ramallah celebrated the arrival
of buses carrying dozens of
prisoners released as part of the
Israel-Hamas ceasefire. 
Israel said it released a total of
200 prisoners after Hamas
freed four young, female Israeli
soldiers. 
The prisoners include 120 who

were serving life sentences
after being convicted of dead-
ly attacks on Israelis. Around 70
were released into Egypt.
Hamas militants handed over
four captive female Israeli sol-
diers to the Red Cross in Gaza
City on Saturday after parading
them in front of a crowd. Israel
followed with the release of 200
Palestinian prisoners or
detainees as part of the 
fragile ceasefire in the Gaza

Strip.
The four Israeli soldiers smiled
broadly as they waved and
gave the thumbs-up from a
stage in Gaza City’s Palestine
Square, militants on either side
of them and a crowd of thou-
sands watching before they
were led off to waiting Red
Cross vehicles.
They were likely acting under
duress, with previously released
hostages saying they were held
in brutal conditions and forced
to record propaganda videos.
Israel’s Prison Service later said
it had completed the release of
200 Palestinians. They include
120 who had been serving life
sentences after being convict-
ed of deadly attacks against
Israelis. Around 70 were

released into Egypt, according
to Egypt’s state-run Qahera
TV. Egypt had served as a key
mediator in the talks that led to
the truce.
Later, buses carrying the
remainder of the 200
Palestinian prisoners being
released made their way from
Ofer prison in the occupied
West Bank toward Jerusalem
and the city of Ramallah, where
crowds of relatives and sup-
porters awaited. 
As the four Israeli soldiers
were released, hundreds of
people cheered in Tel Aviv’s
Hostages Square where they
were watching the drama
unfold on a big screen televi-
sion. “I’m speechless,” said Aviv
Bercovich, one of the onlook-

ers. “I had goosebumps watch-
ing them. I just want the war to
end.” Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s office later released
a video showing the freed
hostages being welcomed at an
Israeli army base. One of them,
Liri Albag, smiled, gave two
thumbs up and made a heart
shape with her hand before get-
ting into a van.
Israel insists on the release of
a civilian hostage: Netanyahu’s
office later said that Arbel
Yehoud, a civilian hostage held
by Hamas, was supposed to
have been released on Saturday.
It said Israel would not allow
Palestinians to begin returning
to northern Gaza, which had
been expected to begin by
Sunday, until she is freed. A

senior Hamas official said the
group has informed mediators
that Yehoud will be released
next week. 
Meantime, an Egyptian official
involved in the negotiations
called the matter a “minor
issue” that mediators are work-
ing to resolve. Both officials
spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorised to discuss the
matter publicly. 
The crowds in Tel Aviv and also
in Gaza City began gathering
early in the day in anticipation
of the second such exchange
between Israel and Hamas
since a ceasefire began in the
Gaza Strip last weekend. The
excitement in Israel was palpa-
ble, with TV stations filled

with live reports from smiling
news anchors and reporters
interviewing ecstatic friends
and relatives of the hostages.
The truce is aimed at winding
down the deadliest and most
destructive war ever fought
between Israel and the militant
group. The fragile deal has so
far held, quieting airstrikes
and rockets and allowing for
increased aid to flow into the
tiny coastal territory.
When the ceasefire started on
Sunday, three hostages held by
the militants were released in
exchange for 90 Palestinian
prisoners, all women and chil-
dren. 
Who are the soldiers and
prisoners being released?:
The four Israeli soldiers, Karina

Ariev, 20, Daniella Gilboa, 20,
Naama Levy, 20, and Albag, 19,
were captured in Hamas’
October 7, 2023, attack that
ignited the war.
In exchange, Israel agreed to
release 200 prisoners, including
121 who were serving life sen-
tences, according to a list
released by Hamas. 
The more notorious militants
being released include
Mohammad Odeh, 52, and
Wael Qassim, 54, both from
east Jerusalem. They were
accused of carrying out a series
of deadly Hamas attacks against
Israelis, including a bombing at
a cafeteria at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem in 2002
that killed nine people, includ-
ing five US citizens.

Getting hard criminals out: Trump
PTI n WASHINGTON

Within just a little over
four days after

Donald Trump took over as
the 47th President of the
United States, the country
has begun deportation
flights for illegal immi-
grants using military air-
craft.
Mass deportation of illegal
immigrants has been one of
the major poll promises of
the Trump campaign. As
part of it, Trump has also
signed an executive order
declaring that future chil-

dren born to undocument-
ed immigrants would no
longer be treated as citizens.
The Department of Defense
said two of its aircraft con-
ducted repatriation flights
from the US to Guatemala.
White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt
later told reporters that
Trump’s border policies have
already led to the arrest of
538 illegal immigrants and
deportation flights using
military aircraft, the first
since President Dwight
Eisenhower, have begun.
“Deportation flights have

begun. President Trump is
sending a strong and clear
message to the entire world:
if you illegally enter the
United States of America,
you will face severe conse-
quences,” she wrote on X.
Talking to reporters in
North Carolina, President
Trump said, “Deportation is
going very well. We’re get-
ting the bad, hard criminals
out. These are murderers.
These are people that have
been as bad as you get, as
bad as anybody you’ve seen.
We’re taking them out 
first.” 

One woman killed as apartment
building collapses in Turkiye
Istanbul (PTI): Rescuers pulled the body of a 23-year-
old woman from under a collapsed apartment build-
ing in central Turkiye on Saturday, state-run media said,
as efforts continued to find a final person, believed to
be her husband. Three others were retrieved from the
wreckage and being treated in a hospital, Anadolu
Agency reported. The collapse comes amid renewed
focus on building safety following the deaths of 78 peo-
ple in a fire on Tuesday that ripped through a 12-story
hotel at a ski resort in northwestern Turkiye.
Investigators are examining whether proper fire pre-
vention measures were in place. Interior Minister Ali
Yerlikaya said on Saturday that 79 people were regis-
tered as living in the four-story apartment block in the
city of Konya, some 260 kilometers (160 miles) south
of the capital Ankara. Earlier, Yerlikaya said the last two
people remaining under the debris were Syrian nation-
als. He added that the cause of the building collapse was
not immediately known. “If there is a fault, negligence
or anything else, we will learn it together,” he told jour-
nalists. TV images showed emergency workers sifting
through a large pile of rubble Saturday morning fol-
lowing the building’s collapse Friday evening. Anadolu
Agency reported that four people were detained as part
of the investigation. The second anniversary of an earth-
quake that hit southern Turkiye and north Syria, killing
more than 59,000, is just two weeks away. The high
death toll at the time was due in part to building safe-
ty regulations being ignored. In 2004, a 12-story apart-
ment building collapsed in Konya, claiming the lives
of 92 people and injuring some 30 others. Structural
flaws and negligence were blamed for the collapse.
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PTI n MELBOURNE

Madison Keys of the United
States upset two-time
defending champion

Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus 6-3,
2-6, 7-5 in the Australian Open
final on Saturday night to collect
her first Grand Slam title at age 29.
By adding this win over the No. 1-
ranked Sabalenka to an
elimination of No. 2 Iga Swiatek in
the semifinals on Thursday —
saving a match point along the
way — Keys is the first woman
since Serena Williams in 2005 to
defeat both of the WTA’s top two
players at Melbourne Park.
Keys, ranked 14th and seeded
19th, was playing in her second
major final after being the runner-
up at the 2017 U.S. Open.
She prevented Sabalenka from
earning what would have been her
third women’s trophy in a row at
the Australian Open — something
last accomplished by Martina
Hingis from 1997-99 — and her
fourth major title overall.
When it ended, Keys covered her
face with her hands, then raised

her arms. Soon, she was hugging
her husband, Bjorn Fratangelo —
who has been her coach since
2023 — and other members of her
team, before sitting on her sideline
bench and laughing.
Sabalenka chucked her racket
afterward, then covered her head
with a white towel.
The men’s final is Sunday, with
defending champion Jannik
Sinner against Alexander Zverev.
Sinner is seeded No. 1, Zverev No.
2.
Sinner eliminated American Ben
Shelton in the semifinals, while
Zverev advanced when 24-time
Grand Slam champion Novak
Djokovic stopped playing because
of an injury.
Keys is the oldest woman to
become a first-time major
champion since Flavia Pennetta
was 33 at the 2015 U.S. Open. This
was the 46th Slam appearance for
Keys, which ranks as the third-
most major tournaments before
winning a trophy in the Open era,
behind only Pennetta’s 49 and
Marion Bartoli’s 47 when she won
Wimbledon in 2013.

It was the more accomplished
Sabalenka who was shakier at the
outset. Keys broke three times in
the first set, helped in part by

Sabalenka’s four double-faults and
13 total unforced errors.
Don’t for a moment think this was
merely an instance of Sabalenka

being her own undoing.
Keys certainly had a lot to do with
the way things were going, too.
She compiled an 11-4 edge in

winners in that first set, managing
to out-hit the big-hitting
Sabalenka repeatedly from the
baseline.
For a stretch, it seemed as though
every shot off the strings of Keys’
racket — the one she switched to
ahead of this season to protect her
oft-injured right shoulder and to
make it easier to control her
considerable power — was
landing precisely where she
wanted.
Near a corner. On a line. Out of
Sabalenka’s reach.
Also important was the way Keys,
whose left thigh was taped for the
match, covered every part of the
court, racing to get to balls and
send them back over the net with
intent. On one terrific defensive
sequence, she sprinted for a
forehand that drew a forehand
into the net from Sabalenka,
capping a break for a 4-1 lead.
Never one to hide her emotions
during a match, Sabalenka
frequently displayed frustration
while trailing on the scoreboard,
kicking a ball after netting a
volley, dropping her racket after

missing an overhead, slapping her
leg after an errant forehand.
Sabalenka took a trip to the locker
room before the second set, and
whether that helped clear her
head or slowed Keys’ momentum
— or both — the final’s
complexion soon changed. Keys’
first-serve percentage dipped
from 86% in the first set to 59% in
the second. Sabalenka raised her
winner total to 13 in the second
set and began accumulating, and
converting, break points.
When she sent a backhand down
the line to force an error by Keys
for a break and a 2-1 lead in the
second, Sabalenka shook her left
fist and gritted her teeth as she
walked to the sideline.
When she broke again to go up 4-
1, Sabalenka marked the occasion
with a long and loud scream while
looking in the direction of her
team.
By the time the last set arrived, the
action was tight and tense,
without so much as a single break
point until its final game, when
Keys came through with one last
forehand winner.

Australian Open: Keys upsets Sabalenka in women’s final for first Grand Slam title

PTI n KARACHI

Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) will test its newly

renovated stadiums in
Karachi and Lahore for the
upcoming Champions
Trophy by holding a tri-
nation ODI series involving
South Africa and New
Zealand from February 8.
The PCB issued the official
schedule of the tri-series on
Saturday with the final slated
at the National Stadium in
Karachi on February 14. The
Champions Trophy will be
held from February 19 to
March 9.
The Board, which has spent
around 1.2 billion rupees on
the upgrade and construction
of new buildings at its two
Test venues, is under scrutiny
on whether the stadiums
would be ready on time for
the eight-team Champions
Trophy.

Pakistan face New Zealand in
the opening match of the
Champions Trophy here.
The PCB said that the tri-
nation series will be played in
a single-league format from
February 8 to 14 with the first
two matches at Lahore’s
Gaddafi Stadium. The final
league match and tournament
final would be held in
Karachi.
In preparation for the tri-

series, Pakistan and New
Zealand will train under the
lights at Gaddafi Stadium on
February 6. South Africa’s
first practice session at the
venue will take place on the
morning of February 9. 
At the Gaddafi Stadium in
Lahore, the seating capacity
has been increased with the
addition of new chairs.
Additionally, 480 modern
LED lights have been installed

to improve broadcast quality.
Two large digital replay
screens have been added for
better fan engagement. A
state-of-the-art hospitality
enclosure for players and
officials is also nearing
completion.
Similarly, the National
Stadium in Karachi has been
upgraded, with the addition
of 350 LED lights for better
broadcast visibility, two
replay screens, and the
installation of 5,000 new
chairs. 
A new hospitality enclosure
for players and officials has
also been constructed at the
University End. 
Tri-Nation ODI Series
Schedule: 
February 8: Pakistan vs New
Zealand (day/night) 
February 10: New Zealand vs
South Africa (day) 
February 12: Pakistan vs
South Africa (day/night).

PTI n MELBOURNE

It’s not often that a man
is able to follow up his

first Grand Slam title by
repeating as the
champion at the same
tournament a year later,
which is what Jannik
Sinner will be trying to
do Sunday when he faces
Alexander Zverev in the
Australian Open final.
The last time it happened
was nearly 20 years ago:
Rafael Nadal
accomplished that sort of
repeat at the 2005 and
2006 French Opens. He
turned out OK.
For the No. 1-ranked
Sinner, the past year also
included the doping case
that is still unresolved.

He tested positive for a
trace amount of an
anabolic steroid twice in
March, which didn’t
become public until his
exoneration was
announced shortly before
the start of play at the
U.S. Open — which he
won. There is a hearing
in the World Anti-
Doping Agency’s appeal
scheduled in April.
“He finds playing tennis
matches to be his safe
place. That’s where he
can go and do his thing
and feel like this is what
he knows, this is what he
understands, what is
what he’s good at. It
become a home for him
to step on to the court
and play tennis,” said one

of Sinner’s two coaches,
Darren Cahill, who will
leave the team after this
season. 
“There’s been a lot of
pressure around him for
the last nine months now,
since April last year. He
deals with it as well as
anybody that I’ve ever
seen deal with pressure,”
Cahill said. “He’s an
amazing young man
that’s been able to put
that to one side. ... He has
a clear conscience.” 
Over these two weeks in
Australia, Sinner also
dealt with health issues.
He got medical attention
when he felt dizzy and
had an upset stomach
during his fourth-round
victory against No. 13

H o l g e r
Rune, then
c r a m p i n g
late in his
s e m i f i n a l
win over
No. 21 Ben
Shelton. 
“There’s a
lot of things
going on,
on and off
the court. I
try to isolate
myself a
little bit,
trying to be
myself on
the court.
Sometimes it’s a bit
easier. There are days
where it’s easier, days
where I struggle a little
bit more,” said Sinner, a

23-year-old from Italy
who can become the
youngest man to win
c o n s e c u t i v e
championships at the

Australian Open since
Jim Courier in 1992-93.
“I’m just happy to put
myself in this position
again,” Sinner said, “to

play for a big trophy
again.”
Standing in his way is No.
2 Zverev, a 27-year-old
from Germany who is 0-
2 in previous major
finals, losing both in five
sets — to Dominic
Thiem at the 2020 U.S.
Open after taking the
first two sets and holding
a match point, and to
Carlos Alcaraz at last
year’s French Open after
leading by two sets to
one. Zverev won his
semifinal in Paris last
June hours after an out-
of-court settlement was
announced in Berlin that
ended a trial stemming
from an ex-girlfriend’s
accusation of assault
during a 2020 argument. 

Zverev got his spot in the
Australian Open final —
play is scheduled to start
at 7:30 p.M. Local time
(3:30 a.M. EST) on
Sunday — when 24-time
major champion Novak
Djokovic stopped playing
because of a leg injury
just one set into their
semifinal on Friday.
This will be the first title
match at Rod Laver
Arena between the men
seeded 1 and 2 since No.
1 Djokovic defeated No. 2
Nadal in 2019.
“Jannik has been the best
player in the world for
the past 12 months,”
Zverev said. “There’s no
doubt about it.”
That is not really up for
debate.

PTI n DUBAI

Indian left-arm seamer
Arshdeep Singh was on

Saturday crowned the ICC
Men’s T20I Cricketer of the
Year 2024 for his influential
role in the team’s World Cup
title triumph, which cemented
his reputation as one of the
leading short format bowlers.
The 25-year-old took 36
wickets in 18 matches last
year.
He was also named in the ICC
T20I Team of the Year 2024
earlier in the day alongside
Rohit Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah
and Hardik Pandya.
In the T20 World Cup in the
Americas, Arshdeep
showcased his mastery in both
powerplay and death bowling
and ended the tournament as
the joint highest wicket-taker
alongside Afghanistan’s
Fazalhaq Farooqi with 17
scalps at an average of 12.64
across eight matches.
His standout performance was
one of the major factors
behind India’s campaign
culminating in a dramatic
seven-run victory over South
Africa in the final in
Barbados.
In the final, he claimed 2/20,
dismissing South African
captain Aiden Markram early
and breaking a threatening

partnership by removing
Quinton de Kock during the
middle overs.
Tasked with bowling the
penultimate over, Arshdeep
conceded just four runs,
setting the stage for Hardik
Pandya to seal the win.
A Stellar Year
Arshdeep’s T20I record in
2024 further underscores his
dominance – 36 wickets in 18
matches at an average of 15.31
and an economy rate of 7.49.
His strike rate of 10.80 was a
testament to his wicket-taking
prowess, especially given his
challenging role in the
powerplay and at the death.
Only four players in the world
took more T20I wickets than
Arshdeep in a calendar year –
Saudi Arabia’s Usman Najeeb
(38), Sri Lanka’s Wanindu

Hasaranga (38), UAE’s Junaid
Siddique (40) and Hong
Kong’s Ehsan Khan (46) –
with all four playing more
matches. Of those bowlers,
only Hasaranga featured for a
full-member nation.
His best figures of the year,
4/9, came against the USA
during the World Cup group
stage, a performance
emblematic of his brilliance
on varied surfaces.
With 97 scalps, Arshdeep is
now the highest wicket-taker
in the format for India.
Since his international debut
in 2022, Arshdeep has steadily
risen as one of India’s most
reliable pacers.
Arshdeep had a number of
impressive displays in the
year, not least when he ripped
through the USA in New York

during the T20 World Cup
group stage, bagging
remarkable returns of 4/9 in
his four overs.
But Arshdeep’s most
significant performance of the
year came on the biggest stage
of all, as he played a huge part
in helping India successfully
defend their total of 176 in the
final in Barbados.
Excellent with the new ball up
top, Arshdeep struck in the
powerplay to have the
dangerous South African
skipper Markram caught
behind in just the third over.
And when India were in need
of a wicket in the middle overs
it was Arshdeep that provided
the breakthrough, dismissing
a set Quinton de Kock when
the Proteas looked to be in
control of the chase.
India’s collective effort at the
death was astonishing as
South Africa pulled up seven
runs short of their target, and
Arshdeep played a huge role
in that, returning to the attack
to bowl the penultimate over
with South Africa requiring
20 from 12 deliveries.
Arshdeep delivered a near-
perfect death over under the
greatest pressure, conceding
just four runs to leave Pandya
with 16 runs to defend in the
final over, a job that he
spectacularly did. 

PTI n DUBAI

Rohit Sharma was on
Saturday named captain

of the ICC’s T20 International
Team of the Year 2024, which
was predominantly Indian in
its composition thanks to the
side’s memorable World Cup
triumph in the format. 
The other Indian members of
the all-star XI were pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah,
who also featured in the ICC’s
Test Team of the Year, all-
rounder Hardik Pandya and
left-arm seamer Arshdeep
Singh.
The standout performers
from other nations to make
the line-up were Australian
marauder Travis Head,
England’s Phil Salt, Pakistan’s
Babar Azam, West Indies’
Nicholas Pooran, Zimbabwe’s
Sikandar Raza, Afghanistan’s
Rashid Khan, and Sri Lanka’s
Wanindu Hasaranga.
Rohit the Test captain and
Test batter has been under
considerable pressure in the
past few months owing to a
series of debacles for the team
as well as him personally. But
the 37-year-old’s credentials
in the shorter formats remain
strong.
In T20 Internationals, Rohit
had an unforgettable 2024,
both as a leader and a batter.
The seasoned opener amassed
378 runs in 11 matches at an
impressive average of 42.00
and a strike rate of over 160.
Rohit played a pivotal role in
India’s triumphant T20 World
Cup campaign in the USA
and West Indies, with three
half-centuries, including a
sensational 92 against
Australia in the Super Eight
stage.
“His astute leadership was
instrumental in guiding a
young Indian side through
high-pressure situations,
cementing his legacy as one of

India’s greatest T20I captains,”
the ICC stated in a tribute to
the 37-year-old, who was
recently forced to show up in
domestic red-ball games to
reignite his Test career.
Likewise, Pandya reaffirmed
his stature as one of the
world’s finest all-rounders,
playing a crucial role in India’s
successful campaign. In 17
matches, he scored 352 runs
and claimed 16 wickets,
finishing as the top-ranked
ICC men’s T20I all-rounder.
His standout performance
came in the T20 World Cup
final against South Africa,
where he defended 16 runs in
the last over, securing India’s
title victory. His best bowling
figures of 3/20 in the final
underlined his ability to
deliver under pressure.
Bumrah has exemplified
perfection in Indian cricket
this past season across
formats and T20 was no
different.
He led India’s bowling attack
and claimed 15 wickets in
eight matches at an
astonishing average of 8.26,
making him a nightmare for
opposition batters.
His lethal yorkers and
impeccable control at the
death overs played a pivotal
role in India’s success, and his
performances earned him a
nomination for the Sir
Garfield Sobers Trophy as
ICC Men’s Cricketer of the
Year. The winner of that
honour will be unveiled in the
next three days. 
Young left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh emerged as
India’s most prolific wicket-
taker in 2024, scalping 36
wickets in 18 matches at an
average of 13.50.
Arshdeep’s ability to swing the
ball early and deliver pinpoint
yorkers in the death overs
made him indispensable to
the Indian squad.

PTI nWIJK AAN ZEE

World champion D
Gukesh played out a

draw with overnight joint
leader Nodirbek Abdusattorov
of Uzbekistan, while R
Praggnanandhaa signed peace
with defending champion Wei
Yi of China in the sixth round
of the Tata Steel chess
tournament here.
With only decisive game in the
14-players round-robin
tournament at the De Morian
on Friday, Abdusattorov and
Praggnanandhaa continued to
share the lead on 4.5 points out
of a possible six and Gukesh is
right on the toes of the leaders
with four points.
Seven rounds are still left in the
first major tournament of the
year.
P Harikrishna, Alexey Sarana
of Serbia and Vladimir
Fedoseev of Slovenia share the
fourth spot on 3.5 points each
and are within the striking
distance of the leaders.
Gukesh held his ground in a
challenging endgame against
Abdusattorov, escaping with a
draw after 64 moves.
The game began with the
Italian Opening, leading to an
equal middlegame.
However, as complications
arose, Abdusattorov seized a
persistent advantage and
handled the position skillfully.
In the endgame, Gukesh was
forced to concede a pawn, and
the situation worsened when
Abdusattorov sacrificed his
knight for three pawns, putting
the Indian under significant
pressure. Despite being in a
difficult position, Gukesh once
again showcased his defensive
resilience, capitalising on an
inaccuracy by his opponent to
salvage a hard-fought draw.
Praggnanandhaa tried to make
a foray with white pieces
against Wei Yi out of a Ruy
Lopez opening.
The Chinese always had the
desired counterplay and the
game was drawn after 58
moves.
P Harikrishna raised vision

with his two extra pawns
against Jorden van Foreest of
Holland but the latter used his
bishop pair well to draw level.
Arjun Erigaisi who has been
under pressure right from the
first round, decided to play it
very safe with white and drew
quickly with top rated Fabiano
Caruana of the United States in
a Berlin defence game.
Arjun just followed the routine
theory and exchanged pieces
to reach a dead-drawn minor
piece endgame.
Leon Luke Mendonca also
drew with Max Warmerdam of
Holland out of a Queen’s pawn
opening game to reach 1.5
points like Arjun.
In the challengers section, R
Vaishali could not get much
against tailender Irina
Bulmaga of Romania and the
draw was agreed to vide
repetition in a rook and pawns
endgame while 11-year-old
Faustino Oro of Argentina
defeated Divya Deshmukh.
Results (Round 6)
Masters: Nodirbek
Abdusattorov (Uzb, 4.5) drew
with D Gukesh (Ind, 4); Leon
Luke Mendonca (Ind, 1.5)
drew with Max Warmerdam
(Ned, 2.5); Arjun Erigaisi (Ind,
1.5) drew with Fabiano
Caruana (Usa, 3); R
Praggnanandhaa (Ind, 4.5)
drew with Wei Yi (Chn, 3); P
Harikrishna (Ind, 3.5) drew
with Jorden van Foreest (Ned,
2); Vincent Keymer (Ger, 3)
drew with Anish Giri (Ned,
2.5); Alexey Sarana (Srb, 3.5)
beat Vladimir Fedoseev (Slo,
3.5).
Challengers: Nodirbek
Yakubboev (Uzb, 3) drew with
Frederik Svane (Ger, 2.5); Irina
Bulmaga (Rom, 1) drew with R
Vaishali (Ind, 3.5); Benjamin
Bok (Ned, 4) drew with
Nogerbek Kazybek (Kaz, 3.5);
Arthur Pijpers(Ned, 2) drew
with Miaoyi Lu (Chn, 3.5);
Divya Deshmukh (Ind, 1.5)
lost to Faustino Oro (Arg, 2.5);
Nguyen Thai Dai Van (Cze, 4)
drew with Erwin L’Ami (Ned,
4.5); Aydin Suleymanli (Aze,
2.5) vs Ediz Gurel (Tur, 2.5).

Rohit named captain of
ICC’s T20 International
Team of the Year 2024

Arshdeep named ICC Men’s
T20I Cricketer of the Year

Gukesh holds Abdusattorov;
Praggnanandhaa stays in lead

PCB to test CT venues in Karachi

Defending champion Jannik Sinner plays Alexander Zverev in the men’s final
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OTT: JioCinema
Director: Sean Wang

SUGGESTED BINGES

story rather than overshadowing it.
The writing, too, deserves special mention
for its ability to balance the personal and
the political. While the first season was a
hammer blow to societal structures, this
season is more of a scalpel, dissecting issues
like the migrant crisis, unemployment, and
the fragile peace in conflict-ridden regions.
Abhishek Banerjee, who played Hathoda
Tyagi in a killer Season 1, has also written
two episodes in the series. 
The cast shines across the board. Ahlawat
is, as expected, a tour de force, but it’s the
supporting cast that truly elevates this
season. Tillotama Shome delivers a
nuanced performance as Meghna, a
character who challenges both societal and
viewer biases. Merenla Imsong’s Rose is
hauntingly tragic, while Nagesh Kukunoor’s
turn as a shadowy bureaucrat adds a layer
of intrigue.
Paatal Lok Season 2 is a long-form
narrative accomplishment. It may not have
the same initial effect as the first season,
but it makes up for it with a deeper, more
complex examination of its subjects. Every
character, no matter how small, feels real in
Sudip Sharma’s world, and every violent act
has significance and repercussions. The
series offers a moving reflection on the
human cost of cruelty and the fading
prospect of forgiveness, and it requires
patient but rewards it abundantly.

RATING: 4/5 

Taking away all the popularity even in
the pandemic era, Pataal Lok has
shined with its first season making

the audience giving a reaction of great,
awesome and what not. The second season
of Sudip Sharma’s Paatal Lok, a multi-
layered crime drama that builds upon its
predecessor is back. This season takes a
more subdued and contemplative approach
making its shape deeply into the human
condition, the nature of violence, and the
brittle links that bind individuals and
communities together. All this is
showcased in contrast to the first season’s
plot on caste, class, and corruption.
Jonathan Thom, a well-known Nagaland
leader, was shockingly assassinated in
Delhi at the start of the story. His ruthless
murder starts a series of events that
jeopardise peace negotiations in Nagaland.
Inspector Hathi Ram Chaudhary, played
expertly by Jaideep Ahlawat, is drawn into a
web of political plots and personal grudges
as a result of the crime. In order to track
down a strange woman named Rose Lizo
(Merenla Imsong), whose existence
connects several story threads, Hathi Ram
and his former coworker Ansari (Ishwak
Singh) work to catch her.
Paatal Lok Season 2 chooses a slow-
burning plot that puts character
development and emotional resonance
first, in contrast to the previous season’s
relentless pacing and incisive societal
satire. In addition to examining issues of

trauma, sorrow, and the cyclical nature of
violence, Sharma’s writing digs deeply into
the emotional lives of its protagonists. 
Hathi Ram Chaudhary remains the
emotional core of the series. Jaideep
Ahlawat delivers a powerhouse
performance, portraying the world-weary
inspector with the same grit and
vulnerability that made him a standout in
the first season. This time, Hathi Ram is not
just chasing criminals but grappling with
his own insecurities as a father and a man.
His interactions with Ansari, now a
successful IPS officer, form one of the
show’s most poignant arcs with themes of
fellowship, professional jealousy, and
unspoken respect.
Additionally, Sharma defies the standard
police procedural rules. The genre gives
depth and dignity to side characters, who
are sometimes reduced to mere story
gadgets. Every subplot enhances the overall
story, from Rose’s heartbreaking search for
comfort to Meghna Barua’s played by
Tillotama Shome, battle to be accepted as
an Assamese woman in a system that is
controlled by men.
Director Avinash Arun’s cinematography
captures the duality of Paatal Lok: the
grimy chaos of Delhi and the landscapes of
Nagaland. The visuals serve as more than
just backdrops; they echo the themes of
division and alienation that permeate the
story. The action sequences are tightly
choreographed serving only justice to the

When I first heard that Shailesh
Lodha was making his debut on
the theatre stage in Dad’s
Girlfriend, I was intrigued.
Known for his wit and charming

presence on television, particularly for his role in
Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah Chashmah, Lodha’s
transition to theatre seemed like an exciting
challenge. His comedic timing and subtle humour
have made him a household name, but how would
that translate to the stage, where the dynamics are
different and every performance is live?
The play Dad’s Girlfriend turned out to be a
delightful mix of humour, family dynamics and
emotional complexity. Lodha plays Animesh, a
successful author and professor who returns to his
estranged daughter Diya and her husband Kanav
after years of emotional distance. From the outset,
it becomes evident that the story is not only about
comedy but also about reconnecting,
understanding, and navigating personal
challenges within a family. Lodha brings a
grounded yet comedic presence to Animesh,
capturing his complexity with both humour and a
hint of vulnerability. He’s not just the larger-than-
life character you might expect; there’s a human
side to him that makes his emotional journey
relatable.
Kanav, played by Aman Bajpai, adds a refreshing
comic energy to the stage. His character starts out
trying to navigate the awkwardness of having his
father-in-law around, and his reactions provide
much of the laughter throughout the play. But

what stands out is how the character develops,
revealing deeper layers of insecurity and
emotional turmoil as the story progresses.
Then there’s Avni, a fan of Animesh played by
Megha Mathur. She brings a surprising element to
the play, stirring emotions and creating a sense of
jealousy and tension, especially between her and
Diya, played by Anumeha Jain. Their interactions
bring a mix of comedy and conflict, creating a
dynamic that keeps the audience engaged.
Under the direction of Atul Satya Koushik, Dad’s

Girlfriend strikes a balance between humour and
emotional depth. The play effectively captures the
complexities of family relationships, the
generational gaps that often create
misunderstandings, and the awkward yet
beautiful ways love can play out in the midst of it
all. It’s not a light-hearted farce; instead, it offers a
deeper reflection on how we navigate family
bonds, often balancing humour and pain.
What I found most striking about the
performance was how humour blended with

moments of genuine emotional depth. The
comedy is sharp, but it’s the emotional weight of
the story that stays with you. It’s a reminder that,
despite the challenges and complexities of
relationships, the desire to reconnect and
understand each other remains at the heart of
family dynamics. The actors, especially Lodha,
deliver performances that are both engaging and
thought-provoking, making Dad’s Girlfriend a
memorable experience for anyone who’s ever tried
to bridge the gap between love, laughter, and the
misunderstandings that come with it.
As the curtain fell and the audience slowly made
their way out, there was one thing on everyone’s
mind, Dad’s Girlfriend is a reminder that life, like
theatre, is full of unexpected twists, laughs and
those cringe-worthy moments that we can’t help
but love. After all, if you can survive family
drama, flirtations and a father-in-law with a
slightly over-the-top personality, you can survive
anything! Just like the play, sometimes the best
moments come when you least expect them and
in this case, it was a delightful mix of humour,
heart and a little bit of chaos. It left me thinking,
maybe we should all take a page from Animesh’s
book and learn to laugh at the absurdity of life.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

Family Drama on Stage
Shailesh Lodha’s theatre debut delivers humour, emotion and family chaos, says SAKSHI PRIYA

Play: Dad’s Girlfriend 
Director: Atul Satya Koushik
Lead Actor: Shailesh Lodha

Cast Members: Anumeha Jain, Megha Mathur 
and Aman Bajpai

QUIETER BUT IMPACTFUL SEASON

PRIME TARGET
IMDB Rating: 6.7/10
OTT: Apple TV
Director: Brady Hood
Cast: Leo Woodall, Quintessa
Swindell, Sidse Babett
Knudsen

Jaideep Ahlawat returns to the world of Paatal Lok in a more sombre way, yet the season remains compelling, says ABHI SINGHAL
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“Everything you've ever
wanted is on the other 

side of fear”

— GEORGE ADDAIR

Tihar is more than just a correctional
facility, it is a microcosm of society,
brimming with stories of resilience,
redemption and raw humanity.
Following the excerpt from the book 355
Days: Pursuit of Freedom.

With Black Warrant topping
Netflix charts as the No. 1
show, the enigmatic world of
Tihar Jail has captured the
public’s attention once again.

As one of Asia’s largest and most complex
prison systems, Tihar holds within its walls
stories of resilience, despair, redemption and
raw humanity. This newfound interest
highlights society’s fascination with the lives
hidden behind prison walls, narratives that
often remain untold but carry immense
significance.
Tihar Jail is more than just a prison – it is a
world within a world, housing individuals from
all walks of life. From petty criminals to high-
profile offenders, from activists to political
prisoners, it is a microcosm of society where
identities collide and stories unfold. Beneath
the label of “convict” or “undertrial” lies a
human being, grappling with remorse, survival,
and perhaps even hope. Both Black Warrant
and 355 Days aim to shed light on this
humanity, challenging the stereotypes often
associated with prison life.
While Black Warrant provides chilling insights
into executions and the inner workings of the
prison system as a first-hand account by the
former Tihar Superintendent and ex-Legal

Advisor of Delhi Jails, Sunil Gupta, the novel
355 Days, inspired by true events, delves into
the emotional and psychological journeys of
inmates. Together, these narratives as well as
other stories inspired by true events compel us
to confront questions about justice, survival,
and the power of redemption.
355 Days, an Amazon bestseller, delves into the
complexities of life within Tihar Jail. The novel,
which features a quote from Sunil Gupta on the
cover stating it offers “A writing about a
sensitive subject. An emotional journey with
in-depth research of Tihar life,” reinforces its
commitment to authenticity. The endorsement
highlights the novel’s connection to the realities
of life within Tihar Jail, appealing to readers
interested in stories inspired by true events.
355 Days transcends the typical crime story,
weaving together legal drama with profound
exploration of the protagonist’s inner journey.
This unique blend positions the novel within
the sphere of philosophical prison drama.
Tihar Jail, in many ways, serves as a mirror to

larger socio-economic and judicial systems. It
reveals the inequities that plague our society,
the struggles and resilience of the marginalised.
While the prison itself is often viewed as a
place of punishment, it also serves as a crucible
of transformation. Sunil Gupta’s tenure as
Superintendent of Tihar Jail was instrumental
in bringing significant reforms, including the
establishment of legal aid cells, the
streamlining of jail procedures with the Delhi
Jail Manual, and the introduction of yoga and
meditation programs for inmates. The
rehabilitation initiatives and the skill-building
workshops offer inmates a chance to rediscover
themselves and have been instrumental in
improving the lives of those incarcerated.
When asked about the recent success of Black
Warrant on Netflix, he said, “I believe in the
power of selfless acts! I firmly hold that when
you work towards the betterment of others, the
universe rewards you in abundance. God’s
blessings and gratitude from those you’ve
helped are the greatest rewards. Keep spreading

kindness, and making a difference!”
Literature and media have the unique ability to
humanise even the most vilified. By presenting
detailed, empathetic narratives, they remind us
that every prisoner has a story, a past and,
perhaps, a chance at a better future. Stories like
Black Warrant and 355 Days do not shy away
from the darkness but instead bring to light the
glimmers of hope and humanity that exist even
in the bleakest environments.
Recent years have seen several films inspired
by real-life incidents. Notably, Shahid (2012), a
critically acclaimed biographical drama based
on the life of human rights lawyer Shahid
Azmi, garnered numerous awards for its
portrayal of his fight for justice for the
wrongfully accused. Lucknow Central (2017),
exploring the realities of life within Indian
prisons, received positive reviews and praise
for Farhan Akhtar’s performance. However, it
was the 2018 biopic Sanju – depicting the life
of Sanjay Dutt, that achieved blockbuster
status, breaking several box office records.
Through literature and media, we can begin to
bridge the gap between perception and reality,
inching closer to a more nuanced
understanding of the world behind bars.

The Changing Perception of

I BELIEVE IN THE POWER
OF SELFLESS ACTS! I

FIRMLY HOLD THAT WHEN
YOU WORK TOWARDS THE
BETTERMENT OF OTHERS,
THE UNIVERSE REWARDS

YOU IN ABUNDANCE.
GOD’S BLESSINGS AND

GRATITUDE FROM THOSE
YOU’VE HELPED ARE THE

GREATEST REWARDS.
KEEP SPREADING

KINDNESS, AND MAKING A
DIFFERENCE!

Prison Life

Title: 355 Days: Pursuit of Freedom
Author: Deeba Salim Irfan
Publisher: LiFi Publications Pvt. Ltd. 
Language: English
Paperback: 239 pages
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Today on momentous occasion of
26th January, I extend my heart-

felt best wishes to you all with regard
to the 76th Republic Day. This day is
of immense pride and happiness for
us all as it was on this day that the
constitution came into force and India
became a Sovereign, Democratic
Republic.

The Republic Day reminds us of
those lofty ideals which are the
bedrock of a society founded on the
principles of Justice, Freedom,
Equality and Fraternity. The day rem-
iniscent of the sacrifices made by the
great freedom fighters who staked
their lives to ensure that we breathe
in the air of independence and thus
gave a new impetus to our Nation.

The Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi, Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr.
Rajendra Prasad and scores of Indians
played a stellar role in getting our
country freed from the foreign rule.
I bow to all these in reverence.

Shaheed - e - Azam Bhagat
Singh, Chandrashekhar Azad, Kartar
Singh Sarabha, Madan Lal Dhingra,
Lala Lajpat Rai, 'Gadri Babe' and
many other freedom fighters were
martyred in the independence move-
ment. Bowing in absolute deference
to these martyrs, I salute their hal-
lowed memory.

Today, on this occasion, I also
remember all the Members of the
Constituent Assembly. Our country
would forever be indebted to Baba
Saheb Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar who
headed the constituent assembly and
rendered yeoman's service in giving
final shape to the constitution.

My dear people of Punjab,
The theme of this year's Republic

Day is centered on 'Swarnim Bharat
: Virasat aur Vikas' (Golden India:
Legacy and Development) which
showcases the year by year progress
of rich cultural heritage of India.

Dear State Residents,
India is the progenitor of democ-

racy and its biggest strength is its rock
solid democratic structure. It is not
just a political system but the very soul
of India and a part of its cultural her-
itage. Today, India is the largest
democracy in the world where every
citizen gets the chance of exercising

the rights & duties thus sanctifying
the sentiment of 'Unity in Diversity'
of this great Nation.

The democratic system is the
very foundation which would cause
the dream of 'Viksit Bharat 2047' to
come to fruition. I am fortunate that
I have got the opportunity to illustrate
the development, progress and the
achievements of Punjab. The people
inhabiting the State of Punjab, a land
of Guru Sahiban, Patriots and self sac-
rificing revolutionaries, has always
presented a perfect example of broth-
erhood and mutual co-existence.

The history of Punjab is incom-
plete without the mention of the sac-
rifice of the Sikh Guru Sahiban
especially the entire family of Tenth
Guru Sahib Sri Guru Gobind Singh
Ji and the spectacular contribution
made by the Punjabis in country
independence movement.

Punjab is that state which was in
the forefront of realizing the slogan
of 'Jai Jawan Jai Kisan' given by Lal
Bahadur Shastri Ji, in the difficult
times. The farming community of
Punjab specially, not only enor-
mously increased their agricultural
production but also made significant
contributions in ensuring self suffi-
ciency in food security thus steering
the country out of the food crisis.
Even in the most trying circum-
stances, the farmers of Punjab by the
dint of their hard work and dedica-
tion made the Nation surplus in food
sector which is a clear testimony of
their toil and efficiency.

My dear Punjab residents,
The role of Punjab assumes spe-

cial importance in conceiving the
vision of 'Viksit Bharat 2047'. Punjab's
is not only the leading player in the
agriculture and food security sphere
but its contribution is also unparal-
leled in the industrial, cultural &
social advancement.

Today, on this occasion, first and
foremost, I extend special heartfelt
congratulations to the Punjab
Government which has followed
the constitutional values and ideals
illustrated by Baba Saheb Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar Ji and ensured
free, impartial & transparent
Panchayat as well as the Local Body
elections which are sure to acceler-
ate the rural and urban development.

Punjab, which has been the
foundation of the food security of the

Nation since long, has not only
maintained its position but also
absorbed the new age concepts of
Water Conservation, Organic
Farming and Crop Diversification
thus enriching the agricultural sec-
tor in an immense measure and mak-
ing it a profitable venture.

Due to the efforts of the State
Government, 72 percent of canal
water is being used for the irrigation
purpose which till a few years ago was
mere 21 percent. Apart from this, the
process to commence construction
work of 150 KM long 'Malwa Canal'
which would irrigate approximately
2 Lakh Acre land of the State.

The Punjab Government also
made it a point to lift Wheat & Paddy
during the procurement seasons in
a hassle free manner besides credit-
ing the payments to farmers without
delay. Besides, the State Government
is paying Rs. 401 per quintal to the
sugarcane farmers of the State which
is the highest in the country.

In the education sector too, the
achievements of Punjab have been
remarkable. The Punjab Government
has ushered in 'Punjab Shiksha
Kranti' under which 118 senior sec-
ondary schools would be trans-
formed into 'Schools of Eminence'.
The enrolment rate in respect of the
Pre-Primary classes in the
Government schools has registered
an expansion of 17 percent. Besides,
the teachers and the Principals are
also being sent abroad for training in
new techniques of pedagogy apart
from skill enhancement.

It is a matter of great pride that
in order to ensure the safety of girl
students of the state, the Punjab
Government in a step of historic pro-
portions, has begun transport services
for the girl students studying in 118

Schools of Eminence besides those of
senior secondary schools.

Apart from this, the implemen-
tation of the National Education
Policy 2020 would help the higher
education institutes of Punjab mould
themselves in accordance with the
needs of changing times and becom-
ing the frontline centres of education
of the country. The policy would not
just bring about an improved quali-
tative change in the academic sphere
but also prepare the State to con-
tribute significantly in achieving the
'Viksit Bharat 2047'.

The State Government is mak-
ing continuous efforts to further
streamline the health services mech-
anism and has undertaken multiple
steps to ensure this. A total of 881
Aam Aadmi Clinics have been estab-
lished in the state besides dedicating
325 hitech ambulances to the people.
In Mohali, 'Punjab Institute of Liver
and Biliary Sciences' has been set up
which is country's second and
Punjab's first institute to provide ultra
modern treatment in the field of liver
& biliary sciences.

In order to provide adminis-
trative services at the doorsteps of the
people, the Government is ensuring
that citizen centric services are
given to the common people right
at their homes. Of these, 43 services
are such which are deeply connect-
ed with the daily works of the 99 per-
cent of people.

The Punjab Government is also
making herculean efforts to provide
employment to the youth on merit
and in a transparent way and until
now, over 50,000 youth of the State
have been given jobs in Government
sector with services of 12,710
Teachers regularized. In the previous
financial year, 1,11,810 youth were
given employment through 1332
placement camps, job fairs and self-
employment camps.

The Punjab Government is
ensuring free power to 90 percent of
the households since 2022 which are
getting zero bills. Besides, farmers of
the state are also getting the free
power facility which is proving to be
of huge relief to the poor and mid-
dle class households too.

Apart from this, giving fillip to
the renewable energy in the state, the
Punjab Government has set up solar
power plants of 3.3 MW capacity on

the rooftop of 604 government build-
ings. Apart from this, 20,000 solar
pumps for agricultural purposes
would be installed too and 3191 LED
based solar street lights have been

installed in 166 villages also.
Dear Citizens,
In industrial field too, the Punjab

Government has made giant strides
owing to which the State is well on
course to become a world renowned
centre in the spheres of Textiles,
Machinery and Startups.

With a view to ease the transi-
tion towards industrial development,
a single window portal named
'Punjab Business First Portal' has been
made available which comes in
handy to provide services such as 140
regulatory permissions, 36 financial
ones and many more.

Also, a colour coded stamp
paper has been issued in respect of
the acceptance of CLU (Green Stamp
Paper) which is necessary for mak-
ing regulatory clearances faster and
easier.

The villages, which comprise the
backbone of Punjab, have been
ensured water supply via pipelines
with a view to achieve the 100 per-
cent water to rural households where-
as, Punjab has become the 5th State
in the country to get the 'Har Ghar
Jal' status. Apart from this, all the vil-
lages in the state have achieved the
Open Defecation Free (ODF) status
under the Swachh Bharat Mission
(Grameen).

Under MGNREGA, during the
FY 2024-25, Rs. 797 Crore were spent
on giving human employment worth
Rs. 1.73 Crore.

As per the AMRIT-1.0 scheme
of the Government of India, works
worth Rs. 10120 Crore stand com-
pleted out of Rs. 2765 Crore and
works worth Rs. 1740 Crore have
been awarded and are in progress.

The Punjab Government has
rolled out anti corruption helpline
number in order to ensure trans-
parency and fix accountability. The
main aim of the initiative is to take
strong action against corruption and
providing an easier medium to the
public for lodging their complaints
against corruption.

'Sadak Surakhya Force' has been
constituted by the Punjab
Government to increase safety and
security on the roads. The initiative

involves saving the precious lives of
the victims of road accidents. Also,
'Farishtey' scheme has been launched
in which the people taking injured
persons to the hospital would be
given a financial assistance worth Rs.
2000 and a commendation letter.

To put a stop to the crime in
Punjab and from security point of
view, 'Anti Gangster Task Force' has
been formed which has arrested
many gangsters and criminal ele-
ments as well as their gangs. In order
to empower the police force, every
year 1800 constable and 300 sub
inspectors would be recruited over a
period of four years and furthermore,
advertisement has been issued for
recruitment of 10000 new policemen.

The State Government is hon-
ouring the sacrifices made by the
armed forces, paramilitary forces,
police and agniveers by giving the
financial assistance of Rs. 1 crore to
the families of martyred soldiers.

The State Government has
implemented a new sports policy for
re-establishing the pristine glory of
state in sports. The athletes from
Punjab won historic 20 medals in the
Asian Games. The eight players of
Punjab in the Olympic Bronze win-
ning Indian hockey squad were
rewarded with the prize money of Rs.
1 Crore each. The Olympic partici-
pants were given Rs. 15 Lakh each
with Rs. 15 Lakh per player for the
preparations.

Along with this, the Punjab
Government has appointed 11
prominent players of the State as
Punjab Civil Services (PCS) and
Deputy Superintendent of Police
(DSP) officers in a historic step
towards honouring their immense
contribution and boosting the morale
of sporting talent of the state.

I am also elated to know that the
Captain of Indian Hockey team Mr.
Harmanpreet Singh from Punjab has
been felicitated with the 'Khel Ratna'
award and hockey players
Jarmanpreet Singh from Amritsar
and Sukhit Singh have been con-
ferred' 'Arjuna Award'. The ex athlete
Mr. Sucha Singh from Jalandhar has
been awarded 'Lifetime Achievement
Arjuna Award'. I offer my sincere
congratulations to all these players.

The Third season of 'Kheda
Watan Punjab Diyan' are being orga-
nized in order to boost the sports.

I would also like to appreciate
another important initiative under-
taken by the Punjab Government.
The starting of 'National e-Vidhan
Application' project is a significant
step which is a proof of the whole-
hearted commitment of the State to
make the legislative works, digital &
transparent. Under this project, the
proceedings of the house have been
made paperless and the proceedings
are also shown live.

My dear Punjab residents,
Today when the State of Punjab

is on course towards development
and progress, there are some chal-
lenges before us too but if we face this
in a united manner then such impli-
cations can be overcome.

The drugs are our biggest chal-
lenge which has become a curse for
the state. Drugs are not only weak-
ening our youth physically and psy-
chologically but also expose their
families and our society to a grave
risk. If we stand united against this
menace then only Punjab can be
made a healthy, robust, progressive
and drug free State.

For this, 1500 village level
defence committees have been
formed in the 6 border districts of
Punjab with a view to halt the drugs
and weapon smuggling from the
international border with Pakistan.
These committees are proving to be
of great help in putting a stop to the
weapons and drugs being sent
through drones.

Apart from this, the Punjab
Government has established a state
of the art 'Sahayta Sewa Ikai' (SSU)
in the Mohali based headquarters of
the Anti Narcotics Task Force
(ANTF) in an important initiative
towards effectively tackling the drug
scourge in the state. This unit pos-
sesses modern technique and the
paraphernalia which would be effec-
tive in keeping vigil on drug smug-
glers and supply chains.

Although, Punjab is in the front-
line ranks and is serving the country
well but despite that the pollution and
the paddy straw management is a big
challenge for us.

During this Kharif season, a
considerable reduction of 70 percent
has been registered in the paddy straw
burning incidents whereas 58
Compressed Biogas (CBG) projects
have been accorded approval in the

state for tackling the paddy straw
burning problem. Out of these, 7 pro-
jects are operational.

The inadequate management
of water pollution, air pollution and
industrial waste are posing grave
implications for the environmental
stability in the state. Here, I would
like to make a special mention of
the Buddha Nala which was a
clean and life giving stream of water
once but is now a victim of pollu-
tion and apathy.

The resolution of these issues
occupies primary importance not
only from environmental point of
view but is also significant when con-
sidered from the aspect of the health
of the people and the future of the
coming generations.

Dear Citizens,
As the Administrator of the UT

Chandigarh, I am glad to inform that
Chandigarh has a world class infra-
structure pertaining to sports. Our
efforts are focused in the direction of
developing Chandigarh as a sports
powerhouse of the country within
one year and organize more & more
National and International level tour-
naments in Chandigarh.

Dear Citizens,
Punjab is surely going to be a

lighthouse in the journey towards
'Viksit Bharat 2047' given its hard-
working people, rich cultural legacy
and fierce determination. I am fully
confident that Punjab would play a
frontline role in the journey and
would present a new philosophy of
development, progress and unity to
the entire Nation.

The Republic Day is not only a
day of joy but also a day of fulfilling
our duties and responsibilities. We
have to work towards building an
empowered and prosperous India
while complying with the traditions
enshrined in our constitution.

In the end, I salute the soldiers
of our country who are safeguarding
our frontiers in the trying circum-
stances. Once again, I extend my best
wishes to you all on Republic Day and
pray for your prosperous future.

Let's take a pledge on this
Republic Day that we would leave no
stone unturned in undertaking every
effort to take Punjab and our coun-
try to the pinnacle of development.

Thank You,
Jai Hind.
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With the dawn of January 26,

1950 India became a
Sovereign, Socialist, Democratic
and Secular Republic as the
Constitution, drafted by our forefa-
thers led by Bharat Ratna Baba
Saheb Dr BR Ambedkar, came into
effect on this auspicious day.

It was really a moment of glory
for all of us as we got the power to
exercise our franchise thereby ful-
filling the cherished aspirations of
our forefathers of having the
'Government of the people, for the
people and by the people'. With
every passing day during the past
over 75 years the ethos of democratic
republic has been strengthened in
the country as the countrymen had
displayed unflinching faith in demo-
cratic norms and had given a clear
verdict in favour of 'ballot' without
any fear. Likewise, Indians especially
the Punjabis have thwarted any
attempt aimed at endangering the
hard earned sovereignty of the
country.

Apart from safeguarding the
country during wars in 1947, 1962,
1965, 1971 and then Kargil war our
brave patriots have made supreme
sacrifices to protect the dignity
and sovereignty of the nation. It is
a matter of immense pride and sat-
isfaction for all of us that Punjabis
have inherited an indomitable spir-
it of self sacrifice and patriotism
from our Great Sikh gurus who have
taught us to fight against oppression,
tyranny and injustice. A dream
envisaged by our great forefathers of
an Independent and sovereign
Indian Republic was fulfilled due to
enormous sacrifices made by the
countrymen during their fight
against the mighty British Raj. But
none could ever forget the unpar-
alleled sacrifices made by the
Punjabis at the altar of the Indian
National freedom struggle.

It would not be overemphasized
to recall the stellar role by thousands
of unsung heroes across the coun-
try, especially the sons of the soil who
not only played a vanguard role in
the national freedom struggle but
their courageous deeds also inspired
millions of others to join the 'war for
independence'. Despite being mere-
ly two percent of the country's pop-
ulation, 80% of the martyrs execut-
ed or exiled during the freedom
struggle were Punjabis. Besides
being the land of watershed move-
ments of Indian freedom struggle
like Kuka, Ghadar, Kisan, Pagri
Sambhal and others, Punjab pro-
duced sons of the soil like Lala Lajpat
Rai, Diwaan Singh Kalepani and
others who laid their lives for eman-
cipating the country from the clutch-
es of British Imperialism.

The heroic deeds of Shaheed
Bhagat Singh, Shaheed Rajguru,
Shaheed Sukhdev, Shaheed Udham
Singh and Kartar Singh Sarabha gave
new vigor to the national freedom
struggle by inspiring the generations
to rise against British imperialism.

Likewise, the brutal killing of inno-
cent people in the Jallianwala Bagh
Massacre proved to be a last nail in
the coffin of the barbaric British rule.
Even after independence the
Punjabis have been at centre stage in
ensuring prosperity and overall
development of the country besides
safeguarding the borders of the
nation from the external aggressions.

Even during the period of cri-
sis, we the brave Punjabis have
never let our high spirits go down
rather strengthened the ethos of
democracy by reposing full faith in
the constitution of the nation.
Despite our limited natural resources
the farmers of the state have put their
sweat and toil to make the country
self-reliant in food production, that
too at the cost of overexploitation of
the only available natural resources
of the state. The brave soldiers from
the state have upheld the glorious
traditions of defending their moth-
erland by making countless sacrifices
during the battles of 1947, 1962,
1965, 1971 and Kargil War besides
in several other operations to save
our country from internal insur-
gency to maintain peace, law and
order.

Due to strenuous efforts of the
state government, Punjab is on the
threshold of witnessing revolution-
ary changes in the Education,
Employment and Health sectors in
the current year. Education, Health
and Employment sectors are three
important pillars of our society but
unfortunately these areas had hith-
erto remained ignored during the
tenure of successive state govern-
ments. However, now after assum-
ing charge of office, my government
is laying major thrust on develop-
ment of these areas of immense pub-
lic importance.

During the current year the
state government will rejuvenate
these sectors to ensure their maxi-
mum benefit to the people. Top pri-
ority is being accorded on these sec-
tors to ensure that more and more
people take mileage from it. No
stone will be left unturned for this
noble cause as these sectors are
directly connected with the welfare
of people and the current year will
witness major changes in these
three areas.

My government is working
closely with the people and in uni-
son with the ideals of Shaheed
Bhagat Singh and Baba Sahib Dr BR
Ambedkar, to ensure the well being
of all. It is unfortunate that the
dreams of our freedom fighters and
great national heroes like Shaheed-
e-Azam Bhagat Singh and Baba
Sahib Dr BR Ambedkar remain
unfulfilled. People had high hopes
from the many governments that
assumed power in the state through
the decades after independence,
but most served to dash these hopes
because of corruption, poverty,
unemployment and many other ills
that are still deeply embedded in the

state.
So from day one from assum-

ing the charge of office, the Aam
Aadmi Party Government has been
making strenuous efforts to fulfil the
aspirations of our great freedom
fighters. Due to the concerted efforts
of our government, Punjab has
today emerged as a front runner state
in the country and an unprecedented
era of progress, prosperity and
peace is being witnessed in the state.
A new revolution has been
embarked in the state with the sole
aim of providing clean, efficient,
responsive and transparent gover-
nance to the people and we are mak-
ing every effort to restore the glory
of Punjab.

My government has taken sev-
eral pro-people and development
oriented initiatives so that the
dreams of the founding fathers of
this country are realized and people
can enjoy the fruits of freedom.
Health, education, power, water
and infrastructure are the top five
priorities of the Aam Aadmi Party
government and we are consistent-
ly making efforts to put the state on
a high growth trajectory.
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The state Government  has

launched  the  first  of  its  kind ini-
tiative in the country, a dedicated
Sadak Surakhiya Force   to   ensure
enhanced   security   and   to   save
precious  lives  on  the  State  and
National  Highways. Specially
trained,  freshly  recruited  1597  per-
sonnel are acting as the backbone to
this force, who  have been   provid-
ed   with the latest,   fully   equipped
144 vehicles and since its launch last
year this force has saved 48% of lives
in road accidents besides returning
the valuables and money of people
who get injured during road acci-
dents. The force has been deployed
all along 4200 km  of  the  Highways,
prone  to  traffic  accidents adding
that in addition to patrolling in the
assigned areas, they act as   a
deterrent   for   traffic   violations
and   more.
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The state government is leaving

no stone unturned for upgrading
Health infrastructure and most
recently 58 new hi-tech ambulances
were dedicated to the people of the
state thereby ensuring that they are
available to people in hour of dis-
tress. With this addition in the fleet
of ambulances, a total number of 325
ambulances have been pressed into
the service of people across the state
to ensure that they get health services
in time. These Ultra Modern
Ambulances have been mandated to
reach the needy patients within 15
minutes in Urban Areas and 20 min-
utes in Rural Areas.

Due to concerted efforts of the
state government, the Punjab
Institute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences, has been set up at Mohali.
This state of the art institute is the
second in the country and the first

in Punjab to have such a plethora of
modern machines, surpassing even
private hospitals. Apart from it the
state government is establishing 45
maternity and child care centers in
the state, with 37 already dedicated
to the people.
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In order to impart quality

healthcare services to people, the
state government has set up 881
Aam Aadmi clinics across Punjab
which have revolutionized the health
care sector in the state. So far more
than 2.5 crore people have taken the
benefits of these clinics in the state
and more than 95% of patients vis-
iting these clinics daily. Ever since
inception these clinics have wit-
nessed a huge footfall indicating that
every third person of the state has
taken benefit from these clinics.
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The state government had
launched the guarantee to provide
free power to the people in 2022 and
since then 90% of the households in
the state are getting free power and
have got zero power bills. This has
reduced a big burden on the pock-
et of the common man by saving a
minimum Rs 35,000 annually for
poor households. It is also a matter
of immense pride and satisfaction
that along with domestic consumers,
the food growers of the country are
also getting free and uninterrupted
power in the state.
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Punjab Government  has start-

ed  "Punjab  Sikhya  Kranti"  to
improve  infrastructure  in  all
Government  schools along with
which the state Government    is
committed    to    make    118
Government Senior Secondary
Schools as Schools of Eminence,
equipped   with smart     classrooms,
fully     equipped     labs     and play-
grounds for scientific learning. Due
to all out efforts of the state gov-
ernment, the enrolment in govern-
ment schools has  been  increased
by  around  17%  in  Pre- primary
classes. To upscale the expertise of
the teachers special program has
been embarked under which teach-
ers and Principals are being sent
abroad for training so that they are

well versed with modern teaching
practices to prepare the students for
future competitions in the interna-
tional arena.
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At the time when I had

assumed the charge of office only
21% canal water was being used in
the state for irrigation purposes.
However, it is a matter of great pride
and satisfaction that today 72% of
the canal water is being used for irri-
gation purposes. This has ensured
availability of canal water  to  farm-
ers at  the tail ends, who were
deprived of this for decades.
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For the first time in the post-

independence era my government
has started the work for construction
of Malwa canal in the state and it is
on record that none of the previous
governments of the state had paid
heed towards this necessity of the
farmers of the state. Around 150
kilometre long this new canal will
usher a new era of unprecedented
progress and prosperity in the state
especially in Malwa region. The state
government will spend around Rs
2300 crore on this prestigious pro-
ject that will cater to irrigational
needs of nearly two lakh acres of fer-
tile land of the state.
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In a major citizen centric ini-

tiative, the state Government has
launched a new scheme namely
Door-Step  Delivery  of  Services
under "Bhagwant  Mann Sarkar
Tuhade Dwar"   to   provide  services
to   the citizens  at  their  door-step
on  demand.  Under  the scheme,  43
citizen  services  have been  identi-
fied  which constitute  more  than
99%  of  the  daily administrative
works of people.

Another   scheme namely  AAP
ki  Sarkar  AAP  De  Dwar,  under
which camps are  being  held  all
over  the  State  to  provide services
to  the  citizens  in  their  village  has
been launched and lakhs of  citizens
visit the camps to take the benefit of
the availability of services at their
places of residence.
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The state Government is  com-

mitted  to  providing  a  boost to the
investment and industrial infra-
structure in the State.  With  its
earnest  efforts,  my  Government
has roped in investment   of   more
than Rs 85,000   Crores   with   the
proposed employment of about
3.50 lakh by leading companies
like Tata Steel, Sanatan Textiles and
others, who are making a beeline to
invest in the state. The state
Government has also introduced
Green stamp paper in the registra-
tion   of   sale   deeds   to   ensure
faster   and smooth issuance of reg-
ulatory clearances to industry pro-
jects.
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During the last financial year,
my Government has given job/self
employment facilities to 1,11,810

candidates through 1,332  placement
camps/ job fairs/self-employment
camps. Continuing the endeavour of
providing government jobs    on
merit    to    deserving    candidates,
my Government   has   ensured   fair-
ness   in   recruitment while   also
ensuring   efficiency. Till now more
than 50,000 govt jobs have been
given so far to youth of the state
which implies that on an average the
state government has given 51 gov-
ernment jobs to the youth daily in
the last around three years of its
tenure.
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As vowed while assuming
charge of office, the Aam Aadmi
Party Government in the state has
continued drive   to eradicate cor-
ruption at an increasing pace. The
state government has introduced an
anti corruption helpline number
9501200200 on which any person
can lodge their complaint if anyone
seeks bribe from them. In order   to
ensure   transparent   governance,
my Government  has  adopted  a
Zero  Tolerance  Policy towards  cor-
ruption and trap cases were regis-
tered by Punjab Vigilance Bureau
against Gazetted Officers,  Non-
Gazetted  Officers  and  private per-
sons    who    were    caught    red
handed    while accepting   illegal
gratification.
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The state Government  has

notified the FARISHTEY  scheme,
in order to save the life of accident
victims and encourage  the  gener-
al  public  for  their  hassle-free par-
ticipation towards helping the acci-
dental victims. The state
Government   will   offer   a   finan-
cial   reward   of Rs.  2000 to com-
mend their  noble  deeds.  Apart
from financial reward, a certificate
will be issued to such persons and
they have been provided immunity
from legal complications and police
inquiries.
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Despite being a border state,

Punjab has emerged as an Oasis of
peace and progress in the country
and Punjab   Police   has   started
various initiatives in the form of
operation CASO in this regard.
Launching of  Anti  Gangster  Task
Force (AGTF) and PGD Portal
have also acted as a pivotal to check
the crime in the state. AGTF has
spearheaded dedicated operations
against gangsters and criminals in
the  state and  other  parts  of  the
country,  leading to   the   arrest   of
several   wanted   gangsters   and
criminals   and   busting   various
gangster   modules along  with
recovery  of  huge  cache  of  arms
and ammunition.

In order to enhance the man-
power in the Police department for
enhancing its efficiency, the state
government has already decided to
recruit 1800 Constables and 300 Sub
Inspectors every year in Punjab

Police to overcome the scarcity of
cops. For these 2100 posts every year
around 2.50 lakh candidates are
expected to apply for these posts so
all the aspirants will get involved in
academics as well as in improving
their physique for clearing the tests.

The state government has also
decided to recruit 10,000 new cops
in Punjab Police for which notifi-
cation has already been issued.
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It is a matter of immense pride
and satisfaction that by eliminating
the word contractual prefixed before
the posts of employees the state gov-
ernment has regularized services of
12710 teachers by overcoming all the
legal and administrative hiccups.
With the regularizing of services
these teachers will get an annual
increment of 5% in their salaries
coupled with other benefits includ-
ing holidays. This will ensure that
these teachers become an active
partner in socio- economic devel-
opment of the state.
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Recognizing the immense con-

tribution of jawans of Armed forces,
Paramilitary forces, Police and even
Agnivirs in safeguarding unity and
integrity of the country, the state gov-
ernment gives financial assistance
worth Rs 1 crore to the family in case
the jawans attain martyrdom in line
of duty. This financial assistance is
given as a mark of respect for the
supreme sacrifice made by the hero
for the country. This humble initia-
tive of the state government is in
recognition of the immense contri-
bution of this son of soil towards pre-
serving the unity, integrity and sov-
ereignty of the country.
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In order to save the precious

underground water in the state and
to enhance the yield of farmers, the
state government has encouraged
the farmers to adopt Direct Seeding
of Rice (DSR) technique. Punjab
Government has been offering
Rs.1500 per acre as a financial assis-
tance to motivate farmers to choose
the DSR method over traditional
paddy transplanting. This has yield-
ed results as there has been a sig-
nificant 44% increase in the area
dedicated to DSR compared to last
year and the acreage sown using the
water-conserving DSR technique
has risen to over 2.48 lakh acres from
1.72 lakh acres during the Kharif
season of 2023.
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The state government has set a

new benchmark in hassle free and
smooth procurement and lifting of
the farmer's produce as soon as it
arrives in the mandis. The of farm-
ers is lifted from the grain markets
in a smooth, timely and hassle free
manner to ensure that food grow-
ers do not face any sort of problem
while selling their produce. In anoth-
er initiative instead of only eight
hour power supply in the past the

farmers are now being given regu-
lar and uninterrupted power supply
during the entire day.
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The Aam Aadmi Government
had notified the State's new Sports
Policy in 2023 to restore Punjab's
glory in the field of sports and under
the new Sports Policy for the first
time, a whopping amount has been
given to sportspersons from the
state, selected to represent the coun-
try   in   the   Asian   and Olympics
Games. For   the   first   time, play-
ers  from  Punjab  bagged  20  medals
in  the Asian Games, which is the
highest medal tally since Asian
Games started in 1951 and they were
given a cash reward   of   Rs.   29.25
crore   without   delay. The players
from the state have now performed
extremely well in the Paris Olympics
which is the result of this new inno-
vative Sports policy and it is a mat-
ter of immense pride that 10 play-
ers in the Bronze medal winner
Indian Hockey squad were from
Punjab.

But this is not enough. I am
convinced that abiding success in
any field lies only through the
involvement of the people. We solic-
it your active support and cooper-
ation for fulfilling the dreams of our
great forefathers.  This cannot be
realized merely by paying lip service
to freedom fighters, as has been the
practice with those who had the
power to shape our destiny for long
periods since 1947.

Punjabis deserve all apprecia-
tion for their hard work, commit-
ment and zeal to demonstrate peace,
communal harmony and amity in
the state and this inherent strength
testifies our true character and spir-
it. This is the hour of introspection
for all of us. Our great heroes, mar-
tyrs and national leaders had a
vision of an India which would be
a role model for the entire world as
a country in which poverty,   illiter-
acy, inequality and exploitation will
have no place. They wanted an India
in which the commonest of the com-
mon Indian would walk as a proud
citizen, where every youth will have
gainful employment and will devote
his creative energies for building a
society on the foundation provided
by the teaching of our great Gurus,
saints and seers.  We have still miles
to travel before we get even close to
this dream.

But this is a good time to
rededicate ourselves to the fulfill-
ment of this dream.  On this
momentous occasion, let us reded-
icate ourselves to carve out a 'Rangla
Punjab' and to fulfil the vision of our
freedom fighters and national
heroes.

I call upon all Punjabis to play
an active role in the journey to once
again make Punjab prosperous and
a front runner state of the country.

JAI HIND
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