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BID TO BLOCK TRUMP’S
CANCELLATION OF BIRTHRIGHT
CITIZENSHIP IN FEDERAL COURT
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NRAI calls for
CCI probe into
Zomato, Swiggy 

MEA Jaishankar
talks deportation
of Indians in US

Doubts raised in Saif Ali attack case

India-China continue border talks
SAUMYA SHUKLA n NEW DELHI

The star campaigners of
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) have

descended in the national
Capital going full throttle
against the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) ahead of the
high-octane Delhi Assembly
elections with its prominent
leaders including party
president and Union
Minister Jaggat Prakash
Nadda, and three chief
ministers-Uttar Pradesh
(UP) Chief Minister (CM)
Yogi Adityanath, Madhya
Pradesh CM Mohanlal
Yadav, and Uttarakhand CM
Pushkar Singh Dhami-
holding multiple rallies,
road shows and public
meetings across the length
and breadth of the city.  
In his maiden speech ahead
of the polls, Adityanath
accused the AAP of settling
Bangladeshi and Rohingya
nationals in Delhi and
compromising national
security while hitting out at
the ruling party for being
involved in the riots that
took place in the national
Capital in 2020.
Sounding the poll bugle, the
senior BJP leader launched a
scathing attack on the AAP
and its supremo Arvind
Kejriwal. “There is an Okhla
industrial area in Delhi but
there has been no trade
there for the past 10 years.
While the AAP took no
interest in setting up
industries there, they have
undoubtedly settled
Rohingyas and Bangladeshis
there,” he said.
Yogi claimed that AAP
leaders are distributing
Aadhars at homes to
Rohingya and Bangladeshi

infiltrators. “And on the
other side you can see New
Okhla [NOIDA]. Compare
the roads of Delhi to Noida
and Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh, there is a difference
of sky and earth. There are
world class educational
institutions and medical
colleges in UP while the
educational institutions run
by Delhi government are in
a very bad condition,” he
alleged.
Calling it a ‘well thought
conspiracy’, the firebrand
leader said, “They have not
just kept the people of Delhi
devoid of basic facilities,
they have also compromised
on national security
through their actions. You
must have seen the riots in
Delhi in 2020 and how the
AAP leaders and
councillors were engaged in
that. They are repeatedly
messing with national
security.”

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri will travel to Beijing

on a two-day visit starting
Sunday to discuss next steps in
improving ties between the
two nations. This comes after
armies of India and China in
October last year agreed to
disengage from friction points
at Line of Actual
Control(LAC)in Eastern
Ladakh.
High level talks between the
two countries gathered
momentum following the
pact. It will be the second top
level meeting in the last one
and half months between the
two neighbours. National
Security Advisor(NSA)Ajit
Doval travelled to Beijing and
held talks with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang under
the framework of Special
Representatives(SR)dialogue
on the boundary dispute.
“Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri will be visiting Beijing
on January 26 and 27 for a
meeting of the Foreign
Secretary-Vice Minister
mechanism between India and
China,” Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said on
Thursday.
“The resumption of this
bilateral mechanism flows
from the agreement at the
leadership level to discuss the
next steps for India-China
relations, including in the
political, economic, and
people-to-people domains,” it
said in a brief statement.
The decision to revive the SR
dialogue mechanism and
other such formats was taken
at a meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
in Kazan on October 23.
In the nearly 50-minute
meeting, Modi underscored

the importance of properly
handling differences and
disputes and not allowing
them to disturb peace and
tranquillity in border areas.
The Modi-Xi meeting came

two days after India and China
firmed up a disengagement
pact for Depsang and
Demchok, the last two friction
points in eastern Ladakh.
In the SR dialogue, India
pressed for a fair, reasonable
and mutually acceptable
settlement of the overall
boundary dispute between the
two countries.
Doval and Wang also focused
on “positive” direction for
cross-border cooperation
including resuming the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra,
river data sharing and border
trade.
Last week, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said the
India-China relationship is
trying to disentangle itself
from the complications arising
from the post-2020 border
situation and more thought
needs to be given to the
longer-term evolution of the
ties.
“At a time when most of its
relationships are moving
forward, India confronts a
particular challenge in
establishing an equilibrium
with China. Much of that
arises from the fact that both
nations are on the rise,” he had

said.
The external affairs minister

noted that as immediate
neighbours and the only two
societies with over a billion
people, India-China dynamic
could never have been easy.
“But it has been further
sharpened by a boundary
dispute, by some baggage of
history and by differing socio-
political systems. Misreadings
by past policy-makers,
whether driven by idealism or
absence of realpolitik, has
actually helped neither
cooperation nor competition
with China,” he said.
“That has clearly changed in
the last decade. Right now, the
relationship is trying to
disentangle itself from the
complications arising from the
post-2020 border situation,” he
added.
These meetings came after the
two nations arrived at an
agreement to resume
patrolling along the LAC
“leading to disengagement”.
The patrolling arrangement
came four years after the
Galwan Valley clash, signalling
de-escalation in a region
where both countries
stationed tens of thousands of
troops.
The disengagement agreement
has facilitated the Indian
military to resume patrolling
up to the old stations in
Depsang and Demchok -- the
two major friction points that
were left to be settled between
the two nations.
The two sides also completed
one round of patrolling in
November and also agreed to
carry out one coordinated
patrol every week in the areas
where tensions have persisted
since 2020. India has
maintained that its ties with
China cannot be normal
unless there is peace in the
border areas.

PTI n WASHINGTON

India has always been open
to legitimate return of

undocumented Indians to
their country, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said on
Wednesday, noting that New
Delhi is still in the process of
verifying those from the US
who can be deported to India
and the number of such
individuals cannot be
determined yet.
“As a government, we are
obviously very much
supportive of legal mobility
because we do believe in a
global workplace. We want
Indian talent and Indian skills
to have the maximum
opportunity at the 
global level. At the same time,
we are also very 
firmly opposed to illegal
mobility and illegal
migration,” Jaishankar told a
group of Indian reporters
here.

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

There is still more than what meets the
eye in matters relating to the recent

attack on Bollywood actor Saif Ali Khan
and the arrest of the accused Shariful
Islam Shehzad Mohammad Amin Fakir
for his alleged involvement in the
incident. Or so it appears, going by the
questions being raised in different
quarters about the actor’s rapid recovery
and also the identity of the arrested
Bangladeshi national.
On his part, Shariful’s father Mohammed
Ruhul Amin Fakir has questioned the
authenticity of the of the CCTV footage
used to make the arrest of his son did not
match with that of the person in the
CCTV footage taken from actor’s
building on the day of incident, in which
the intruder to Saif;s house is seen
climbing down the stairs. The CCTV-
based photograph which initially made it
to social media has been featured widely
in print and electronic media.
Talking to a leading television, the
accused’s father Mohammed Fakir said:

“The person in the CCTV footage is not
my son. But the police have used this
footage as the basis to arrest my son (in
connection with the Saif Ali Khan
attack)”.
Mohammed Fakir also defended his son
by saying his son had never kept his hair
long, unlike the person in the video.
Shariful was arrested by the Mumbai
police from Hiranandani Estate at Thane

(west) on January 19. Police said Shariful
hailed from Rajabariya village in
Nalchity sub-region of Jhalokati district
in southern Bangladesh.
When Shariful was produced before a
holiday court on the same day, the
accused’s lawyer Sandeep D.
Sherkhane had contested the claim
made by the police that his client was a
Bangladeshi who came to Mumbai six
months ago. 
“The accused has been living in Mumbai
with his family for the past 7 years. I
argued in court yesterday very clearly on
this. The police are trying to make him a
scapegoat as this case involves a
Bollywood celebrity,” Sherkhane had
said.
It may be recalled that during the knife
attack carried out on him allegedly by
Shariful in the small hours of January 16,
Saif had had sustained six stab wounds,
including the one in his spine while he
was grappling an intruder in the actor’s
12th floor apartment in posh “Satguru
Sharan” building at Bandra (W) in
north-west Mumbai. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

The National Restaurant
Association of India

(NRAI), which represents half
a million eateries nationwide,
said it will approach
Competition Commission of
India over “private labelling”
by Zomato and Swiggy and
their foray into quick
commerce food delivery via
Bistro by Blinkit and Snacc,
respectively.
In an interview, NRAI
President Sagar Daryani
raised concerns over “anti-
competitive” practices of food
delivery aggregators, “data
masking” and “deep
discounting”.
“We will be adding to our
petition in CCI about them
(Zomato, Swiggy) doing
private labels through Bistro
and Snacc,” Daryani shared.
He said NRAI will also
request CCI to investigate
complaints received from its
member restaurants that
Zomato and Swiggy were
procuring from third party
commercial kitchens for
Zomato Everyday and Swiggy
Daily.
Queries sent to Swiggy and
Zomato remained
unanswered.
Daryani said NRAI was “very
concerned” as many
restaurants were already
shutting down with several
workers losing their
livelihoods.
Addressing an NRAI
townhall with restaurant
industry stakeholders on
Wednesday, Daryani
suggested that restaurants
need to look at a “third
alternative” like ONDC and
could replicate the success
achieved through a pilot in
Bengaluru, throughout India.
During the townhall, top
restaurateurs raised concerns
over the entry of food delivery
aggregators like Zomato and
Swiggy into private labelling
and dining-in, and stressed
the need for alternatives in
the market.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Days after a Delhi-based entrepreneur
shared his findings on differential pricing

by two ride-hailing apps in a series of posts on
X, comparing fares across different devices
and battery levels, the Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) has issued notices to tech
giant Apple Inc. and cab aggregators Ola and
Uber, seeking clarification on reports of
alleged differential pricing based on the type
of mobile device used to book rides. This
comes after reports that the two companies
appeared to charge different fares for the same
service, depending on whether the customer
was using an iPhone or an Android device.
“As a follow-up to the earlier observation of
apparent #DifferentialPricing based on the
different models of mobiles (#iPhones/
#Android) being used, the Department of
Consumer Affairs, through the CCPA, has
issued notices to major cab aggregators #Ola
and #Uber, seeking their responses,” Union
Minister for Consumers’ Affairs Prahlad Joshi
said in a social media post.
Apple has been asked to respond to technical
issues reported by iPhone users after a recent
software update. Apple has been releasing
updates, including iOS 18.0.1 in October, to
address screen and camera freezing issues, and
the latest 18.2.1 update for bug fixes.
In its notice, the CCPA asked the companies to
explain their pricing methods and address
concerns about potential discrimination. The
ministry described the practice as “apparent
differential pricing” and sought a detailed
response to ensure transparency and fairness
in fare calculations.

Recently, a survey by LocalCircles revealed
that 60 percent of iPhone users experienced
service problems, with call failures being the
most significant issue. Nearly 90 percent of
surveyed iPhone users attributed their
difficulties directly to an iOS update, with no
blame placed on Wi-Fi or mobile networks.
Last month, the internet was abuzz with
speculation that cab aggregators charged
different fares - higher for those making
bookings on iPhones - for the same ride.
However, other social media users soon
joined the chorus, alleging they were being
charged different fares for identical rides
when booking through Android and iOS
devices.
Joshi had emphasized “zero tolerance for
consumer exploitation” and asked the CCPA
to conduct a thorough inquiry into these
allegations. He had described this practice as
a “prima facie unfair trade practice” and a
“blatant disregard” for consumers’ right to
transparency. 

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The poll watchdog is closely
monitoring the rates of

chai, pakora, even chole-
kulche, and how much is spent
on garlands and drones while
campaigning in the assembly
polls in the national capital.
The Election Commission of
India has specified rates such
as Rs 35 for a plate of poori-
sabzi, Rs 30 for kulche-chole,
Rs 19 for a plate of pakoras, Rs
12 for a samosa or bread
pakora, Rs 6 for a cup of tea, Rs
12 for a cup of coffee, Rs 20 for
a sandwich, Rs 15 for a
kachori, Rs 19 for a one-litre
water bottle, and Rs 70 for
lunch or dinner.
According to the rates chart
approved by the EC, the rate
for the use of drones is fixed at
Rs 7,000 per day. A small
garland cannot exceed Rs 20,
while 10-foot garlands cannot
cost more than Rs 1,500.
Flowers used for stage
decorations are priced at Rs 35
per square foot. A candidate
can hire a horse at Rs 3,075 per
day and an elephant at Rs
6,150 per day.
Candidates need to get the poll
panel’s approval to hire
animals for campaigning. The
daily wage rate ranges from Rs
692 for unskilled workers to Rs
913 for graduates and above.
The EC has also set rates for
accommodations in hotels and

for vehicles. The rates for
vehicles like Tata Sumo,
Toyota Innova, and Mahindra
Scorpio, among others,
are Rs 2,421 per day
per vehicle. For a
normal car, the
limit is Rs 1,499
per day. The
maximum cost for
a two-wheeler is Rs
84 per day.
The rate list also
specifies the maximum
expenditure limit for tents,
chairs, tables, podiums, and
generators. For gatherings of
up to 2,000 people, for
example, the maximum rate,
including all related expenses,
is set at Rs 30,000 per event.
For smaller gatherings of
fewer than 250 people, the
staging rate is Rs 6,150. A
broom, the party symbol of the

ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), used for maintaining
party offices, event venues, or

during campaigning,
cannot cost more than

Rs 25 each. There
are also price limits
for flags, posters,
h a n d b i l l s ,
hoardings, cut-
outs, and stickers.

Pens used in party
election offices

cannot exceed Rs 6
each. Among the musical
instruments used at campaign
events, drums are priced at Rs
500 per day.
According to officials, each
returning officer prepares the
rate list of services and
materials used by the
candidates. Officials said the
itemized rate list is finalized by
a committee, which includes

the electoral officer, in
consultation with political
parties, candidates, and
traders, and is handed over to
each person filing nomination
papers. Though in a city like
Delhi, which has 70 assembly
constituencies with an average
of 22-25 lakh voters each in an
area of 1,483 square
kilometers, the prices of most
commodities are more or less
the same but may vary
occasionally.
Candidates are required to
submit their expenditure
report to the poll panel within
30 days of the completion of
an election. The expenses are
also monitored by the
commission through video
recording during the
campaign. 
The accounting of expenses is
done from the date candidates
file their nomination papers
until the day of the results. In
the event of a violation or
incorrect claims, the
candidacy of the person is
canceled as per Election
Commission rules. As a norm,
the poll panel tracks
candidates’ expenses item-
wise during election
campaigns. The rates are 
fixed based on feedback 
from district election 
officials, market dealers,
political parties, and the
prevailing Consumer Price
Index (CPI).

INDONESIA IN INDIA

Band of the Indonesian contingent marches during the full dress rehearsal for the Republic Day Parade on January 25.
Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto is the chief guest at India’s 76th Republic Day celebrations Photo: Ranjan Dimri

BJP CMs CORNER KEJRIWAL

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s rally in the

national capital on Thursday
was canceled due to his poor
health and medical advice. He
was scheduled to hold the
rally in Mustafabad in
northeast Delhi, but people
familiar with him said he is
suffering from chest
congestion. 
The Congress campaign for
the Assembly elections was
expected to get a big boost
from Rahul’s three daily
rallies on three successive
days, starting January 22, but
two of these have now been
canceled.
“As of now, Rahul Gandhi’s
election rally in Madipur on

Friday is on schedule, and he
is likely to address a massive
gathering,” said Delhi
Congress chief Devendra
Yadav, a day after the Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha failed to show up for an
election rally near Inderlok
metro station in the Sadar
Assembly constituency on
Wednesday.
Dismissing speculation that
the cancellation of Rahul’s
rallies was aimed at helping
the AAP-by preventing a
division of Muslim voters-
Yadav said, “These are
rumors. We are fighting the
election independently.”
“After Republic Day, the party
leaders will step up 
the campaign in Delhi,” he
said.

Rahul Gandhi cancels two
rallies on consecutive days

New Delhi: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath with BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj, party candidate Dushyant Gautam, and
others during a public meeting for the upcoming Delhi Assembly elections, in New Delhi PTI
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Differential pricing: Uber,
Ola, Apple under scanner

Poll chai-naastha fixed by EC
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I, Shashi Gupta Widow of 

Sh. Anil Kumar R/o H.No. 259/23, 

Gali Chauhan Hospital, Kath 

Mandi, Sonipat, Haryana has 

disowned my son Mohit Gupta & 

his wife Anushka from my all 

movable-immovable property as 

they are out of my control. In 

future, if anybody deals with them, 

he/she will do at their own risk. 

I, Surender Singh S/o Late 

Sh. Dhaja Ram R/o H.No. 747 A, 

Vill. Kumaspur, Teh. & Distt. 

Sonipat has disowned my son 

Jaideep Antil & his wife Sadhana 

from my all movable-immovable 

property as they are out of my 

control. In future, if anybody deals 

with them, he/she will do at their 

own risk. 

We, Ram Diya S/o Sh. Gian 

Chand and Smt. Nisha Rani R/o 

Sunny Enclave, Zirakpur, Tehsil 

Derabassi, Distt. Mohali (Punjab) 

declare that our son Gaurav Bhatt  

and his wife named Shikha are  

out of our control. So we disown 

them from our all moveable and 

immovable properties. Anybody 

dealing with them at own risk & 

responsibility. 

We, Rajbir S/o Sh. Khem 

Chand & Anita W/o Rajbir, R/o 

H.no 28, Village Sersa, Tehsil Rai, 

Distt. Sonipat, declares that our  

son Himanshu is unmarried and 

out of our control and he fights. So 

we disown him from my movable/ 

immovable properties. If anybody 

deals with them shall do at their 

own risk in future. 

I, Ram Saroop S/o Shri 

Chhabbu, R/o House no 195, Part 

II, Mauli Jagran Chandigarh 

inform that my son Rajesh and his 

wife Sunita and their children are 

out of my control. I Disown them 

from my all moveable and 

immovable Properties. Anybody 

deal with them will do at their own 

risk. 

I, Sham Lal S/o Sheo Ram 

R/o House no 45-C/3 Village 

Raipur Khurd Chandigarh inform 

that my son Arun Kumar and my 

wife Mahindro and my daughter 

Anju Saini all  are out of my 

control. I Disown them from my all 

moveable and immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with 

them will do at their own risk. 

We Radha Krishan son of 

late Sh. Chatru Ram and Smt. 

Kalawanti W/o Radha Krishan R/o 

House No. 600, Amrawati 

Enclave,Tehsil Kalka, District 

Panchkula, our son late Harish 

Vatrana his wife Sonika (Gudia) 

and their son Ritik (Noni) are out 

of our control. we disown both of 

them from our movable/ 

immovable properties. Anybody 

dealing with them at their own risk 

and responsibility, we shall not be 

held responsible. 

I Pritpal Singh S/O Gurdial 

Singh R/O Sunam Distt Sangrur 

Declare That My Nephew 

Raminderpal Singh Is Out Of My 

Control. So I Break All My 

Relationship With Him. Anybody 

Dealing With Him On Their Own 

Risk. 

I Hari Singh S/o Amarjit 

Singh R/o Village Shekhupur Sub 

Teh Ghanour Teh Rajpura Distt 

Patiala, declared that my son 

Tejinder Singh his wife 

Parampreet Kaur, grandson 

Harfateh Singh and daughter 

Ramnit Kaur, all are out of my 

control, so I disown them from my 

moveable immovable properties, 

anybody dealing with them at their 

own risk. 

I Mohan S/o Isar Gir R/o 

Ward no. 2, Ghanour, Teh Rajpura 

Distt Patiala, declared that my 

wife Neelam Devi is out of my 

control so I break my relationship 

with her, anybody dealing with her 

at their own risk. 

I, Ramesh Kumar S/o 

Narata Ram R/o Sandholi, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra My Son 

Sonu Malik and his wife Manju 

Rani Is Out Of My Control. I, 

Disown them From All My 

Moveable And Immoveable 

Properties. If Anybody Deals With 

Him At Their Own Risk. 

I Army No.10199511W Rank 

NK Mandeep Singh S/o Gurdeep 

Singh R/o Vill : Leharka, P.O: 

Chawinda Devi, Teh. Majitha, Distt. 

Amritsar declare that in my army 

record, my son's name has been 

wrongly registered as Harun Singh 

instead of Harnoor Singh. Please 

Correct it as Harnoor Singh. 

I, Shobhabai Niranjan 

Jadhav Mother of No. 15749444M 

Rank Sigmn Jadhav Kunal 

Niranjan resident at Boragav PO 

Bhavani Jahagir TQ Umrakhed, 

Borgaon, Yavatmal, Maharashtra 

PIN-445230 declare that my name 

recorded wrong in my son’s service 

record as Shobhabai whereas my 

correct name is Shobhabai  

Niranjan Jadhav. 

I, Premakumari O, Mother of 

No. JC 392323Y Rank Nb Sub 

Pradeep P, R/o Oduvangattil, 

Thiruvazhiyode, Vellinezhi, 

Palakkad, Kerala Pin-679514, 

declares that my name and DOB 

recorded wrong in my son’s service 

record as Prema Kumari, DOB 01-

07-63 whereas my correct name is 

Premakumari O and DOB is 30-12-

1960. 

I, No. 2480144N Hav 

Mohinder Singh (Retd.) S/o 

Shingara Singh R/o Vill: Passi Bet 

Po. Safdarpur, Teh-Dasuya 

(Hoshiarpur) Punjab, declare that 

in army documents my father’s 

name written as Shangar Singh 

and DOB as 01-07-1937. But my 

father’s actual name is Shingara 

Singh and DOB is 10-02-1941. 

I Lachhman Singh RFL-GD 

Army No. 2501906 S/O Darshan 

Singh R/O Mandi Kalan District 

Bathinda That In My Army Record 

My Daughter's Name Is Kamal 

Kaur. Which Is Wrong Her Correct 

Name Is Kamalpreet Kaur. Please 

Check My Army Record My 

Daughter's Name Kamalpreet 

Kaur Should Be Corrected. E-

Stamp No.IN- 

PB98656688179104X Dated 20-

01-2025.   

I, C. Raja legally father of No. 

16115155K Rank: Nk name 

Jayapandi C.R unit 440(i) Engr 

SQN C/o 56 APO Bathinda Cantt. 

(Punjab) permanent Resident of 

No.  229 Ayyavu Street, Kumanan 

Tholu Aandi Patti, Myladum Parai 

Varushanadu Andi Patti Theni 

Tamilnadu-625579 declare that i 

have changed my name from 

C.Raja to Raja Chinnasamy and 

DOB from 01-07-1965 to 01-01-

1963 vide affidavit dated 

20-01-2025 by notary distt. Court 

Bathinda. 

I, R. Pandiyammal legally 

mother of No. 16115155K Rank: 

Nk name Jayapandi.CR unit 

440(i) Engr SQN C/o 56 APO 

Bathinda Cantt (Punjab) 

permanent resident fo No. 229 

Ayyavu Street, Kumanan Tholu, 

Aandi Patti, Myladum Parai Theni 

Tamilnadu-625579 declare that i 

have changed my name from R. 

Pandiyammal to Pandiyammal 

Raja and DOB from 01-07-1970 to 

01-01-1968 vide affidavit dated 

20-01-2025 by notary distt Court 

Bathinda. 

It Is For General Information 

That I, Simarjit Kaur Bhullar W/O 

Lakhvir Singh Bhullar R/O Near 

Government High School Village 

Kotra Korianwala Distt Bathinda 

State Punjab Pin Code 151103, 

Declare That Name Of Mine, My 

Minor Daughter Has Been 

Wrongly Written As Simarjit Kaur 

And Harshdeep Kaur In My Minor 

Daughter Namely Harshdeep 

Kaur, Aged 17 Years In Her 

School Record And 10th 

Certificate. The Actual Name Of 

Mine, My Minor Daughter Are 

Simarjit Kaur Bhullar, Harshdeep 

Kaur Bhullar Respectively Which 

May Be Amended Accordingly. It 

Is Certified That. 

म�, दिवंदर राणा पु� नसीब िसंह, 

िनवासी मकान नं. 701/10, बापू धाम 

कॉलोनी, से�र 26, चंडीगढ़ घोषणा 

करता  ँ िक म"ने अपना नाम दिवंदर 

राणा से बदलकर दिवंदर कुमार रख 

िलया है। भिव* म" मुझे इसी नाम से 

जाना जाये । 

म�, हनीश पु� दिवंदर कुमार, 

िनवासी हाउस नं. 701/10, बापू धाम 

कॉलोनी, से�र 26, चंडीगढ़ घोषणा 

करता  ँ िक म"ने अपना नाम हनीश से 

बदलकर हनीश कुमार रख िलया है। 

भिव* म" मुझे इसी नाम से जाना जाये 

। 

I, Rashim Preet Kaur 

(रिशम 0ीत कौर) Wife of 

Kawaljeet Singh (कवलजीत िसंह) 

resident of House Number 

2160-B, Sant Nagar, Hisar 

district Hisar have changed my 

name from Rashim Preet Kaur 

(रिशम 0ीत कौर) to Reshampreet 

(रेशम0ीत). 

म� शंकर शमा� 414617125573  

पु� 2ी बलदेव िनवासी 200 इंिदरा 

कॉलोनी से�र 17 पंचकुला , घोषणा 

करता    की म"ने अपना नाम बदलकर 

शंकर िम3ी से शंकर  शमा4 रख  िलया 

है 

I Heena Jaggi W/o Shivam 

Gujral R/o Flat No- 728, 7th 

Floor, Tower 14, Block-C, Peer 

Muchalla, Chinar Homes, 

Dhakauli,  Zirakpur SAS Nagar 

(Mohali) have changed my 

name to Heena Gujral. 

I, Banarsi Dass Godara 

s/o Late Sh. Gulzari Lal Godara 

R/o H. No. 268, Defence Colony 

Hisar, Haryana (125001) have 

change my name from Banarsi 

Das Godara to Banarsi Dass 

Godara for all future refrences. 

I, Anju Bala D/o Sh. 

Harmesh Chand R/o Village 

Sadhewal P.O. Ganguwal, Teh- 

Anandpur Sahib, Distt. Ropar 

declare that I have change my 

name Anju Bala Dhiman to Anju 

Bala for all purposes. 

I, Mehul Kapoor S/o Sh. 

Gagandeep Kapoor R/o House 

No. 360, Harmilap Nagar, 

Phase-1, Near Railway line 

Baltana, Distt. Mohali have 

changed my name from Mehul 

to Mehul Kapoor for all future 

records and purposes. 

I, Sunil Kumar Aggarwal 

S/o Sh. Krishan Lal R/o House 

No. 5, Old Mata Gujri Enclave, 

Mundi Kharar, Distt. Mohali 

have changed my name from 

Sunil Kumar Aggarwal  to Sunil 

Kumar. Concerned please note. 

I, Muskan Sharma W/o 

Rajeev Kumar Sharma R/o 64-

E, Gali no. 2, Professor Colony, 

Yamuna Nagar declare that 

Anuradha Sharma and Muskan 

Sharma both are my name, one 

and the same lady. 

I hitherto known as 

Amanpreet Kaur W/O Gursimrat 

Singh residing at H.NO-50, Moti 

Bagh, Patiala, Punjab-147001 

have changed my name and I 

shall hereafter be known as 

Aman G Singh. It is certified 

that I have complied with other 

legal requirements in this 

connection. 

I, Indu Chawla w/o Bharat 

Bhushan R/O 9953 Near 

Purana thana, Bathinda Punjab 

151001, have changed my 

name to Indu. 

I, Rohtash, S/o Mangu Ram, 

R/o 63, Phusgarh Part-2, Karnal 

declare that 10th class certificate 

of my son Milland the mother's 

name is Mrs. Kavita & father's 

name is Mr. Rohtash, both of 

which are wrongly recorded. The 

correct name of Milland mother’s 

name is Kavita & father's name is 

Rohtash for all purpose.  

I, Sada Ram S/o Late Sh. 

Chandgi Ram R/o H.No. 1811, 

Sector-12, Sonipat have changed 

my name to Sada Ram Sharma 

for all future purposes.  

I, Shamsher Singh Kala s/o 

Hari Ram Kala, R/o # 42, Phase-

2, Ramdarbar Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Shamsher 

Singh. 

I, Kavita Gaba W/o Sh. Sahil 

R/o F-2741, Uppar Ground Floor, 

Near Shiv Mandir, Ansal Sushant 

City, Panipat, I have changed my 

name from Kavita to Kavita Gaba 

for all future purposes. 

I Mamta W/o Varinder Singh 

Resident of house no-119, 

subhash nagar hmt pinjore, tehsil 

kalka, distt. panchkula haryana 

have changed my name Mamta to 

Mamta Rani. 

I, Varinder Singh S/o 

Lakhmi Ram Father of Naksh 

Resident of house no-119, 

subhash nagar hmt pinjore, tehsil 

kalka, distt. panchkula haryana 

have changed my minor Son 

name from Naksh to Naksh Singh. 

I, Varinder Singh S/o 

Lakhmi Ram Father of Rudraksh 

Resident of house no- 119, 

subhash nagar hmt pinjore, tehsil 

kalka, distt. panchkula haryana 

have changed my minor Son 

name from Rudraksh to Rudraksh 

Singh. 

I, Nipun S/o Sh. Satyabir 

Singh, R/o H.No. 584/18, Shiv 

Colony, Safidon Road, Jind, have 

changed my name from Nipun to 

Nipun Kumar. 

I, Anita Kumari W/o Rajnish 

Kumar # 30, FF, Village Palsora, 

Sector 55, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Anita Rani. 

I, Shivani D/o Hira Singh # 

3236, Sector 15-D, Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Shivani Pun. 

I, Nareeta W/o Kundan 

Kumar # 239, Hallo Majra 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Nabita Kumari. 

I, Chattan Lal S/o Bhajan  

Dass # 3280/1, Housing Board 

Colony, Dhanas, Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Chetan Lal. 

I, Shajada S/o Mubarak Ali # 

721/5, Mohalla Dehra Sahib, 

Manimajra, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Sahil. 

I, Gabar Singh S/o Sunder 

Singh # 625/3, Sector - 45B, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Gabar Singh Rawat. 

I, Mahi Pal Garg S/o Ram 

Kishan Dass Garg R/o 1275, 

Sector 17, Huda, Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar decare that in my 

passport my father’s name 

mentioned as Ram Kishan Dass. 

His actual name is  Ram Kishan 

Dass Garg. 

I, Mahi Pal Garg S/o Ram 

Kishan Dass Garg R/o 1275, 

Sector 17, Huda, Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar have changed my 

name from Mahi Paul to Mahi Pal 

Garg. 

I, Savita W/o Harinder R/o H. 

No. 300, Lajpat Nagar, ward no. 

12, Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Savita to Savita Yadav. 

I Poonam Jagga W/o Snehill 

Jagga  R/o  H no 65, Near Geeta 

park, Geeta Colony, Panipat  

declare change my name  from 

Poonam to Poonam Jagga and in 

future called my name Poonam 

Jagga. 

I, Sanjay Kumar Kaushik S/o 

Ramesh Chander Kaushik R/o 

Ward No. 02, Sangam Colony, 

Samalkha, Panipat declare that I 

have changed my name from  

Sanjay Kaushik S/o Ramesh 

Chander Kaushik to  Sanjay 

Kumar Kaushik S/o Ramesh 

Chander Kaushik and in future, 

my name is  Sanjay Kumar 

Kaushik S/o Ramesh Chander 

Kaushik. 

I Snehill Jagga S/o Om 

Parkash Jagga R/o H no 65, Near 

Geeta Park, Geeta Colony, 

Panipat declare change my name 

from Snehill to Snehill Jagga and 

in future called my name Snehill 

Jagga 

I, Virmati W/o Late Sh. Som 

Lal # 2250 Sector 38 (West) 

Chandigarh have change my 

name from Virmati to Biram Wati. 

I, Satyanarain S/o 

Phoolsingh R/o Village-Majra, 

Tehsil-Narnaund, District-Hisar 

have changed my name from 

Satyanarain to Satyanaran. 

I, Multan Singh S/o Gopala 

Ram R/o 1038, Mirzapur (Part) 

(384), Kurukshetra have changed 

my name from Multan to Multan 

Singh. In future I should be known 

as Multan Singh. Note all 

concerns. 

I, No. 15367620N, Naik 

(Retd) Kuldeep Kumar Puri S/o 

Jagiri Lal Puri want to change the 

name of my spouse from Nisha 

Puri to Nisha Rani. 

I, Sweety Rani W/o Sh. 

Rajesh Kumar R/o House No. 

1423, Sector-20, Part-2, Huda, 

Sirsa (Haryana) have changed my 

name from Sweety Rani to Deepti 

Verma. All concern to please note. 

I, Geeta W/o Sheo Narayan 

R/o House No. 1423, Sector- 20, 

Part-2, Huda, Sirsa (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Geeta to Geeta Devi. All concern 

to please note. 

I,  Anjana Rani S/W/D/O 

Pawan Kumar R/O 115a Ward No 

18 Aggarwal Colony Fatehabad 

Tehsil And District Fatehabad 

125050 Have Changed My Name 

From Anjana Rani (Old Name) To 

Anjana Bansal (New Name) 

I  Pawan Kumar S/O Dalip 

Chand R/O 115a Ward No 18 

Aggarwal Colony Fatehabad 

Tehsil And District Fatehabad 

125050 Have Changed My Name 

From Pawan Kumar (Old Name) 

To Pawan Bansal (New Name) 

I, Yogesh S/O Kulbir Rathee 

R/O Ward No 05, Manana(76), 

Panipat, Haryana-132101 have 

changed my name to Yogesh 

Rathee. 

I Narender s/o Ranpat Ram 

r/o H No 1010 Shiv Colony Mandi 

Adampur do hereby declare that I 

have changed my name to 

Narender Singh for all future 

purposes. 

I, Ajay Kumar S/O 

Sh.Dharamveer R/O Garhi 

Mohalla Hansi, Distt. Hisar 

(Haryana) Hereby Changed The 

Name Of My Son Jai Kumar 

Chaudhary  To Aditya Pratp  For 

All Future Purposes. 

I, Naveen Kumar S/O Sh. 

Ramniwas R/O H.No. 405/9, 

Chaudariyan Mohalla Hansi, Distt. 

Hisar (Haryana) Hereby Changed 

My Name From Naveen Kumar  

To Naveen For All Future 

Purposes. 

I, Saveena Gupta  W/O 

Naveen Kumar, R/O H.No. 405/9, 

Chaudariyan Mohalla Hansi, Distt. 

Hisar (Haryana) (Haryana) Hereby 

Changed My Name From 

Saveena Gupta  To Saveena For 

All Future Purposes.  

I, Dharambeer Singh S/o 

Mohinder Singh R/o F20/449, 

Majitha Road, Nehru Colony, 

Amritsar, Punjab have changed 

my name from Dharambeer Singh 

to Dharamvir Singh. 

I, Indu D/o Jaswant Rai R/o 

H.No. 20A, Block-B, Sandhu 

Colony, Chheharta, Amritsar, 

Punjab-143105 have changed my 

name from Indu to Indu Rai. 

I, Shilipi Saxena W/o Nitin 

Chander R/o 619, E-Block, Ranjit 

Avenue, Amritsar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Shilipi 

Saxena to Shilpi Saxena. 

I Jagbir Singh S/o Late Om 

Pal R/o House no 197 Near 

Primary School , Budha Po Ban 

sub District Thaneshar 

Kurukshetra Haryana have 

changed my minor daughter name 

from Priyanshi to Priyanshi Laller. 

I Ram Dayal Parshad S/o 

Tuni mohato R/o House no 

3311/1, Sector 47-D Chandigarh 

inform that Ram Dayal Parshad 

S/o Tuni mohato and Ram Dayal 

S/o Tuni Parsad is the name of 

one and same person. 

I Service No. Jc-857442y 

Rank Sub(Gnr) Name P Chinna 

Durai Of Unit 105 Ad Regt C/O 56 

Apo, R/O Vill-Barathan Thangal, 

Po- Alampoondi, Tehsil-Gingee, 

Distt-Villupuram, State- Tamil 

Nadu, Pin 604151 Have Changed 

My Daughter Name From C 

Deepika To Deeріkа С Vide 

Affidavit Dated 23-01-2025 Before 

Ambala Cantt 

I, Jhuma Biswas W/O 

Service No. 15792457x Rank 

Hav/Shgd Name Gourango 

Biswas Of Unit 105 Ad Regt C/O 

56 Apo, R/O Vill-Serpur, Po- 

Khoksa, Distt Uttar Dinajpur, 

State-West Bengal, Pin- 733156 

Have Changed My Name From 

Jhuma Biswas To Jhuma Sarkar 

Biswas Vide Affidavit Dated 23-01-

2025 Before Ambala Cant 

I, Raj Rani W/o Late Sh. 

Balwinder Kumar R/o H.No.11 

HIG complex Senior Citizen 

Society Sector 48-C, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from Raj 

Rani to Rani Malhotra. 

I,  Jagdish Attri (New Name) 

Son of Sh. Bhagwan Dutt Sharma 

Resident of Village Machhari-Post 

office Naina Tikkar, Tehsil 

Pachhad, Distt. Sirmaur Himachal 

Pradesh declare that I have 

changed my name from Jagdish 

Sharma (Previous Name) to 

Jagdish Attri.(New name). All 

concerned please may note. 

I, Mohit Saini S/o 

Chandershekhar R/o Ganja Bag, 

Hansi, Distt. Hisar declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Mohit to Mohit Saini for all future 

purposes. 

I, Ishwanti W/o Kuldeep R/o 

H.No. 85 A, Near Shiv Mandir, 

Sarsod, Distt. Hisar (Haryana) 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Ishwanti Devi to 

Ishwanti for all future purposes. 

I, Pardeep Aggarwal Alias 

Pardeep Kumar Aggarwal Alias 

Pradeep Kumar Aggarwal S/O 

Ved Parkash R/O House Number 

44, Bazar Number 5, Firozpur 

Cantt, Ferozepur, Punjab-152001 

have changed my name to 

Pardeep Kumar. 

I, Tamana Daughter of Sh 

Rajesh Kumar (father)and Smt 

Suman Lata (mother)(Old Name, 

which is to be changed), resident 

of House no 135, near sanu bagar, 

village pabra 65 hisar haryana, 

have changed my name from  

Tamana Daughter of Sh Rajesh 

Kumar (father)and Smt Suman 

Lata (mother) (Old Name) to 

Tamana  Daughter of Sh Rajesh 

(father) and Smt Suman Lata 

(mother)(new name). 

I, Aman S/o Parveen Kumar, 

r/o village Khalila Pehladpur, 

Tehsil and District Panipat 

(Haryana) declare that in my 10th 

and 12th marksheets my mother's 

name has been recorded as 

Neeru Devi which is wrong, 

whereas in the birth certificate my 

mother's name is Neeru which is 

correct. Which should be 

recorded. 

I, Sukhdev Singh Father of 

No.13772837H Hav Avneet Singh 

Unit of 11 Jak Rif C/o 56 Apo that 

in my son’s army service record 

my name has been wrongly 

entered as Kamal but my correct 

name is Sukh Dev Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB99384131289341X 

Dt.21.01.2025 before Executive 

Magistrate Amritsar 

I, hitherto Known as Jaspal 

Singh Gill Son of Mohinder Singh 

residing at Villlage Bagial, District 

Pathankot-143533 Punjab have 

changed my name and Shall 

hereafter be known as Jaspal 

Singh 

I, hitherto Known as Manish 

Son of Sudagar Chand residing at 

H.No.202, Gali No.2, New 

Dashmesh Nagar, Jaura Phatak, 

District Amritsar-143001 Punjab 

have changed my name and Shall 

hereafter be known as Sonu 

I, hitherto Known as Shiv 

Karan Sharma Son of Madan 

Mohan Sharma residing at 

H.No.97/B, Ward No.42 Rani Ka 

Bagh District Amritsar-143001 

Punjab have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Shiv Sharma 

I, hitherto known as Neetu 

Kumari wife of Vinod Kumar 

residing at H.No.90, Govt. Labour 

Colony, Khandwala, Chheharta, 

Amritsar, Punjab have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 

known as Anita 

I, hitherto known as 

Germanjit Kaur Daughter of Hari 

Singh wife of Dilbagh Singh 

residing at Village Bhangali Kalan, 

District Amritsar-143601 Punjab 

have changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as 

Germanpreet Kaur 

I, Harish Changotra Son of 

M. L Changotra residing at 

H.No.451, Sarna Canal, Malikpur, 

Malakpur, District Pathankot-

145025 Punjab have changed the 

name of my minor Son Rudra 

Aged 08 Years and he Shall 

hereafter be known as Rudra 

Harish Changotra. 

I, Anjali Bala Wife of Hemant 

Sharma residing at Village Bhola, 

Post Office Behrampur, Tehsil and 

District Gurdaspur-143532 Punjab 

declare that my name has been 

wrongly written as Anjali Sharma 

in my minor daughter Suruchi 

Sharma Aged 16 Years her 

School record. The actual name 

of mine is Anjali Bala 

I, Daljit Singh S/o Balbir 

Singh R/o H.No.8 Sant Chanan 

Singh Colony Tarn Taran Road 

Amritsar have changed the name 

of my minor daughter from 

Harmanpreet Kaur Jaura to 

Harmanpreet Kaur 

I Japnam Singh Sadhar S/o 

Sartaj Singh R/o 277, National 

City Homes, Near Golden Gatee, 

GT Road Amritsar have changed 

my name To Japnam Singh 

I Sartaj Singh Sadhar S/o 

Harbans Singh R/o 165, J.P. 

Niwas, Rajinder Nagar, Near Mall 

of Amritsar have changed my 

name to Sartaj Singh 

I Harpreet Kaur Sadhar W/o 

Sartaj Singh R/o 165, J.P. Niwas, 

Rajinder Nagar, Near Mall of 

Amritsar have changed name to 

Harpreet Kaur 

I, Nirmal Kaur Sanghu W/o 

Nirmal Singh R/o Village 

Roranwala Kalan PO Attari, 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Nirmal Kaur Sanghu to 

Nirmal Kaur 

I, Savinder Singh S/o Gian 

Singh R/o 650, Patti Chobra Wali, 

Verka, Mohalla Ram Garhiya 

Amritsar changed my name from 

Savinder Singh to Sawinder Singh 

I, Ramanpreet Kaur Sandhu 

W/o Gurpreet Singh R/o 4881/A 

Guru Arjan Dev Nagar PO Khalsa 

College Amritsar have changed 

my name to Ramanpreet Kaur 

I, Kanwaljit Kaur W/o 

Sukhwinder Singh R/o H.No.245, 

Partap Nagar, 100ft Road, Opp 

Jay Cee Motors Amritsar have 

changed my name from Kanwaljit 

Kaur to Kawaljeet Kaur 

I, Pondala Pallavi Spouse of 

No.15201933X Hav Karunakara 

Rao Pinninti R/o 2-265 B C 

Colony Nandigam Mandalam 

Pentavooru Srikakulam 

Nandigram Andhra Pradesh-

532201 have changed my name 

from Pondala Pallavi to Pinninti 

Pallavi Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB99886504116052X 

Dt.22.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Manamma mother of 

No.15201933X Hav Karunakara 

Rao Pinninti R/o 2-265 B C 

Colony Nandigam Mandalam 

Pentavooru Srikakulam 

Nandigram Andhra Pradesh-

532201 have changed my name 

from Manamma to Pinninti 

Manamma Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB99886201519183X 

Dt.22.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Lakshmi Narayana father 

of No. 15201933X Hav 

Karunakara Rao Pinninti R/o 2-

265 B C Colony Nandigam 

Mandalam Pentavooru 

Srikakulam Nandigram Andhra 

Pradesh-532201 have changed 

my name from Lakshmi Narayana 

to Pinninti Laxmi Narayana Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB99885868340910X 

Dt.22.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Gangadhar Singh legally 

Father of Ramgopal Singh  

presently residing at Village – 

Harithara, PO – Mahawar, Tehsil 

– Kasganj, Distt – Kasganj (UP) 

have changed my name from 

Gangadhar Singh to Gangadhar 

vide Affidavit dated 22/01/2025 

before executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar. 

I,  Bhagwani Bai legally 

Mother of Brajraj Singh presently 

residing at Vill – Kanwarpura, PO 

– Hamirgarh Distt – Mandsaur, 

MP – 458775  have changed my 

name from Bhagwani Bai to   

Bhagwaankunwar Rajpoot vide 

Affidavit dated 22/01/2025 before 

executive Magistrate Jalandhar. 

I, P Kasthuri Ramathilagam 

legally wedded spouse of  P Raja 

Pandian  presently residing at 

Sendraya Puram, Kumanan 

Tholu, Aundipatti, 

Kadamalaikundu, Theni (Tn) - 

625579 have changed my name 

from P Kasthuri Ramathilagam to  

Kasthuriramathilagam 

Perumalsamy vide Affidavit dated 

22/01/2025 before executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar. 

I, Gurmeet Kour legally 

Mother of Harnek Singh presently 

residing at  VPO – Garhdiwala, 

Tehsil – Dasuya, Distt  - 

Hoshiarpur, PB - 144207 have 

changed my name from Gurmeet 

Kour to Gurmeet Kaur vide 

Affidavit dated 22/01/2025 before 

executive Magistrate Jalandhar. 

I, Nirmala Devi legally 

Mother of Sunil Kumar Tiwari  

presently residing at Vill – Bhilai, 

PO – Khursipar, Distt – Durg, 

State – Chhattisgarh, PIN - 

490011  have changed my name 

from Nirmala Devi to Nirmala 

Tiwari vide Affidavit dated 

23/01/2025 before executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar. 

I, Rekha Tiwari legally 

wedded spouse of  Sunil Kumar 

Tiwari  presently residing at Vill – 

Bhilai, PO – Khursipar, Distt  – 

Durg, State – Chhattisgarh, PIN – 

490011 have changed my name 

from  Rekha Tiwari to Rekha  

Mishra vide Affidavit dated 

23/01/2025 before executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar. 

I, Rajesh Son of Sh Diwan 

Singh(father) and Smt Suman 

Lata W/o Sh Rajesh (Mother) of 

Parteek resident of house no 

1340, chand bangar, vpo padra, 

pabra(65), hisar Haryana, have 

changed my minor Son name 

from Parteek S/o Sh Rajesh 

Kumar(father) and Smt Suman 

Lata(mother) to Parteek S/o Sh 

Rajesh(Father) and Smt Suman 

Lata(mother) 

I, Savita W/o Kulvinder 

Kumar R/o Vill. & PO Ajram Tehsil 

& Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from Savita to 

Savita Kumari. Concerned note. 

I Romika Verma W/O 

Maharaj Gajanand R/O H.No. 

3088/2, Sector 44-D, Chandigarh 

Have Changed My Name From 

Romika To Romika Verma. 

I, Mayank Goel S/o Sh. 

Subhash Goel R/o # 1007/1A, 

New jain Nagar, Gali No.3, Block 

C, Jagadhri Teh. Jagadhri Distt. 

Yamunanagar I have change my 

name from Mayank Goyal to 

Mayank Goel All concerned note. 

I Surendra Sharma S/o 

Sheo Shanker Sharma, H NO 588 

What No 14 new gulab Nagar 

Yamuna nagar district Yamuna 

nagar I have change my name 

from Surendra Kumar Sharma to 

Surendra Sharma All concerned 

note. 

I Sunita W/o Sh Pawan 

Kumar, House No.230, Ward 

No.19, Luxmi Garden, Jagadhri, 

Yamuna Nagar, I have change my 

name from Sunita Rani and Devi 

to Sunita All concerned note. 

I, Pushpinder Kaur W/o No. 

JC-431305P Sub Maj Kuljeet 

Singh Unit 38, Infantry brigade 

India Presently residing at Vill 

Behanigala, Kangri, Beripattan 

Kangri Kangri Rajouri, Jammu 

and Kashmir- Pin 185156 have 

change my name Pushpinder 

Kaur to Pushpinder Kour all of 

purpose. 

I, Narinder Kumar S/o Prem 

Chand, Ward 10 Shaheed Bhagat 

Singh Colony, Khanna, Ludhiana, 

have changed name to Narinder 

Kumar Kansal 

I,  Punit Rani W/o Rohit 

Mahajan R/o House No. 740, 

Sector 40-A Chandigarh have 

changed my name Punit Rani to 

Punit Arora for all future 

purposes. 

I,  Kiranbir Singh S/o Sh. 

Biker Singh Dullat # 752, RCS 

Enclave Sector 49-A, 

Chandigarh, have changed my 

name to Kiranbir Singh Dullat   

I, Subhash Kumar s/o Jiya 

Lal r/o village Sanwat, Distt 

Karnal state that my wife's name 

erroneously recorded as Babli 

Rani In my passport, whereas her 

correct name is Babli Devi. This 

needs to be corrected. 

I, Krishan S/o Shyam Singh 

R/o Village Pabana Hasanpur, 

Sub Tehsil Ballah, Distt. Karnal 

Haryana have changed my minor 

son name from Arya Singh to 

Arya Singh Chauhan all of 

purpose. 

I, Krishan S/o Shyam Singh 

R/o Village Pabana Hasanpur, 

Sub Tehsil Ballah, Distt. Karnal 

Haryana have changed my minor 

daughter name from aayushi to 

aayushi  Chauhan all of purpose. 

I, Sarbjit Kaur W/o Malook 

Singh R/o VPO Sohal Distt 

Gurdaspur (Pb) have changed 

my name from Sarbjit Kaur to and 

Sarabjit Kaur. Concerned note. 

I, Palvari D/o Kala Masih R/o 

VPO Babehali Distt Gurdaspur 

(Punjab)-143530 have changed 

my name from Palvari to Palvari 

Gill. Concerned note. 

I,  Santosh Sharma is 

legally wedded Spouse of JC 

No.205436Y Sub. Major Yash Pal  

(Retired) of unit 3 Guards R/o 

H.No. 94, W.No.18, Nangal Kotli, 

Behind Police Line, Gurdaspur  

State-Punjab have changed my 

name from Santosh Kumari to 

Santosh Sharma. 

I, Jashanpreet Singh S/o 

Major Singh R/o Village Kailey 

Kalan PO Ghuman Kalan Distt 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Jashanpeet Singh to 

Singh Jashanpreet. Concerned 

note. 

I, Gurmit Kaur  W/o 

Harpinder Singh Chahal R/o VPO 

Chahal  Tehsil Batala Distt 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Gurmit Kaur to 

Gurmeet Kaur Chahal. 

Concerned note. 

I, Harbhinder  Singh S/o   

Ajit Singh R/o VPO Chahal  

Tehsil Batala Distt Gurdaspur 

have changed my name from 

Harbhinder Singh to Harpinder 

Singh Chahal. Gurmit Kaur to 

Gurmeet Kaur Chahal. 

Concerned note. 

I, Shindo Devi, wife of 

Ashwani Kumar Angurala, 

resident of Basant Vihar, 

Dinanagar, Tehsil Dinanagar, 

District Gurdaspur (Punjab), 

hereby declare that I have 

changed my name to Shindo 

Devi Angurala. Henceforth, my 

given name will be Shindo Devi 

and my surname will be 

Angurala. 

I, Malkit Kaur W/o No: 

3390886H Ex-NK- Gurmukh 

Singh S/o Chanan Singh 

Resident of VPO - Sarwali Tehsil- 

Batala Distt- Gurdaspur, Punjab 

That I declare change my name 

from Malkiat Kaur to Malkit Kaur 

and date of birth from 03/03/1972 

to 05/03/1972 in my husband 

army record. 

I, Sarbjit Kaur W/o Malook 

Singh R/o VPO Sohal Distt 

Gurdaspur (Pb) have changed 

my name from Sarbjit Kaur to and 

Sarabjit Kaur. Concerned note. 

I, Palvari D/o Kala Masih 

R/o VPO Babehali Distt 

Gurdaspur (Punjab)-143530 

have changed my name from 

Palvari to Palvari Gill. Concerned 

note. 

I,  Santosh Sharma is 

legally wedded Spouse of JC 

No.205436Y Sub. Major Yash Pal  

(Retired) of unit 3 Guards R/o 

H.No. 94, W.No.18, Nangal Kotli, 

Behind Police Line, Gurdaspur  

State-Punjab have changed my 

name from Santosh Kumari to 

Santosh Sharma. 

I, Jashanpreet Singh S/o 

Major Singh R/o Village Kailey 

Kalan PO Ghuman Kalan Distt 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Jashanpeet Singh to 

Singh Jashanpreet. Concerned 

note. 

I, Gurmit Kaur  W/o 

Harpinder Singh Chahal R/o VPO 

Chahal  Tehsil Batala Distt 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Gurmit Kaur to 

Gurmeet Kaur Chahal. 

Concerned note. 

I, Harbhinder  Singh S/o   

Ajit Singh R/o VPO Chahal  

Tehsil Batala Distt Gurdaspur 

have changed my name from 

Harbhinder Singh to Harpinder 

Singh Chahal. Gurmit Kaur to 

Gurmeet Kaur Chahal. 

Concerned note. 

I, Shindo Devi, wife of 

Ashwani Kumar Angurala, 

resident of Basant Vihar, 

Dinanagar, Tehsil Dinanagar, 

District Gurdaspur (Punjab), 

hereby declare that I have 

changed my name to Shindo 

Devi Angurala. Henceforth, my 

given name will be Shindo Devi 

and my surname will be 

Angurala. 

I, Malkit Kaur W/o No: 

3390886H Ex-NK- Gurmukh 

Singh S/o Chanan Singh 

Resident of VPO - Sarwali Tehsil- 

Batala Distt- Gurdaspur, Punjab 

That I declare change my name 

from Malkiat Kaur to Malkit Kaur 

and date of birth from 03/03/1972 

to 05/03/1972 in my husband 

army record. 

I, Gurpreet Babber S/o 

Karnail Singh Babber R/o H.No. 

394/16, Civil Lines, Behind Bus 

Stand, Near Vivekanand School, 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Gurpreet Babbar to 

Gurpreet Babber. Concerned 

note. 

I, Saroj kumari W/o Bhinder 

Singh Loie House No 2133, Old 

Sunny Enclave, Kharar S.A.S. 

Nagar have changed my name to 

Saroj Kumari Loie.  

I, Saroj Kumari W/o Sh. 

Ramphal R/o H. No. 1677, Sector 

16-17, Hisar, (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Saroj to 

Saroj Kumari for all purpose in 

future. 

I Anil goel s/o sulekh chand 

r/o h.no.11 near Bal vikas school 

Virat nagar Panipat declare 

change my name From Anil 

Kumar goel to Anil goel and in 

future my name is Anil goel 

I, Rajwinder Singh S/o 

Darshan Singh R/o Ramgarh, 

PO. Phagwara, Distt. Kapurthala 

have changed my name to 

Rajwinder Singh Bhamra. 

I, Savitri Devi D/o Hari 

Parshad R/o Village Atta, PO. 

Goraya, Tehsil Phillaur, Distt. 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name to Sweety Paul. 

I Nasib Kaur W/O Amarjeet 

Singh R/O Village Haripur 

Hinduan, Tehsil Dera Bassi Distt 

Sas Nagar Declare That Nasib 

Kaur Alias Nasib Devi Both 

Names Of One And Same 

Person. 

I Am Paramjit Kaur Wife 

Jasver Singh Vill.Dhareri Jattan, 

P.O,Daun Kalan Patiala, Punjab, 

147021 Have Changed My Name 

Damanpreet Kaur 

I, Ved Pal S/o Harkesh Singh 

R/o Village Siwaha Teh. & Distt. 

Jind I have declared that my 

name Changed from Ved Pal To 

Vedpal Bhanwala. 

I Anju Rani W/o Dharmender 

Kumar R/o H.no. 446 Gate no. 1, 

Chandimandir, Panchkula 

Haryana, have changed my name 

from Anju Rani to Rajni. 

I Manoj Kumar S/o Kailash 

Narayan R/o QTR no. 80/3, old 

Hussaini wala Vihar, Jalandhar 

Cantt,  declare that I want to 

correct the name of my minor 

sons  name  from Asish to Ashish. 

In school record. 

I, Jasbir S/o Sh. Hoshiyar 

Singh R/o House No. 188 Victoria 

Enclave, Zirakpur, SAS 

nagar(Mohali), Punjab-140603 

have changed my name from 

Jasbir to Jasbir  Singh. 

I, Sapna W/O Ashu Goel R/O 

House no 135 Ward no.7, R-1 

Cheeka Tehsil Guhla District 

Kaithal Haryana have changed 

my name from Sapna Goel to 

Sapna. 

I, Ritu spouse of Army No- 

14907301Y, Nk Rajinder Kumar 

resident at Vill- Laleana, PO- 

Kotkapura, Teh- Kotkapura, Distt- 

Faridkot, Punjab- 151204 have 

changed my name from Ritu to 

Ritu Sharma vide Affidavit No: IN-

PB99777939379994X dated 23 

Jan 2025 before Notary Public, 

Kotkapura. 

I Ritu Sharma W/O Ravinder 

Sharma R/O Habri Kaithal, I Have 

Change my name from Reetu 

Sharma to Ritu Sharma 

I, Mohinder Kaur Saini wife 

of Sh. Harinder Pal Singh resident 

of House No. 31. Ground Floor, 

Sunrise Enclave, Sec-127, 

Landran, SAS Nagar (Mohali), 

Punjab, have changed my name 

from Mohinder Kaur Saini to 

Mohinder Kaur. 

I, Inderpreet Singh s/o 

Harjinder Singh R/o Vill. Ghurama 

Kalan, Tehsil Rajpura, District 

Patiala, declare that in my 10th 

CBSE Certificate No. 1462019 

Roll No. 13110122 my mother 

name wrongly mentioned as 

Parmjeet Kaur, whereas her 

correct name is Paramjeet Kaur. 

I Ritu W/o Om Giri R/o H. No. 

32-A City Enclave, Zirakpur, SAS 

Nagar, Punjab, have changed my 

name from Ritu to Ritu Goswami. 

I, JC-768964A Rank Sub Maj 

Name Hasabe Nilakanth Ishwar 

Unit 601 EME Bn C/o 56 APO PIN 

906601 declare that in my service 

record my son's name wrongly 

mentioned Tushar but is correct 

name is Tushar Hasabe 

I, Varsha is Legally Wife of  

JC-768964A  Rank Sub Maj  

Name Hasabe Nilakanth Ishwar 

Unit 601 EME BN C/o 56 APO 

PIN 906601 have changed my 

name from Varsha to my correct 

name Varsha Hasabe. 

I, Nafe Singh S/o Sh. Bhim 

Singh R/o H. No. 546, Village 

Baiyanpur, Distt-Sonipat in my 

Northern Railway service record 

my name Nafey Singh mentioned. 

But my correct name is Nafe 

Singh pls correct it. 

I Kamala is legally Mother of 

No. 2704217A Rank L/Hav Name 

Gopi Ram of Unit 2GDRS C/o 56 

APO Residing at Chhapar(98), 

Bhiwani, Chhapar, State Haryana 

Pin-127021 Declare That My Date 

of Birth 28.09.1965 Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Son Army 

Service Records but my correct 

Date of birth is 01.01.1958. 

I Jujhar Singh Lodhi am 

legally Father of Army No. 

15757728L Rank Sigmn Name 

Abhishek of Unit 7 Inf Div Sig 

Regt C/o-56 ΑΡΟ Residing at 

Vill.Chatholi, Post. Gulabganj, 

Dist. Vidisha State Madhya 

Pradesh Pin.464220 Declare That 

my Name Jujhar Singh Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Son's Army 

Service Records but my correct 

Name is Jujhar Singh Lodhi. 

I, H Romita Devi wife of 

Salam Lakhikanta Singha 

Residing at Village Rajyeswarpur 

Pt VIII, (Madhopur) Po-Madaripar, 

Tehsil-Hailakandi, Distt- 

Hailakandi State-Assam Pin-

788163 have changed my name 

from H Romita Singha to H 

Romita Devi Vide Affidavit Dated 

23 January 2025 before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Army No. 16116482f Rank 

Hav Name Guddu Kumar Yadav 

Of Unit 03 Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo, 

Pin-914003 Yol Cantt, Have 

Changed My Father Name From 

Tarkeshwar Yadav To Tarkeshwar 

Ray & Date Of Birth 01.07.1970 

To 01.01.1970 

I, Army No. 16113934n 

Rank Hav Name Parthasarathi C 

Of Unit 03 Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo, 

Pin-914003 Yol Cantt, Have 

Changed My Father Name From 

Chinnappan To Chennappan C & 

Date Of Birth 01.07.1954 To 

02.02.1954. 

I, Army No. 16113934n 

Rank Hav Name Parthasarathi C 

Of Unit 03 Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo, 

Pin-914003 Yol Cantt, Have 

Changed My Mother Name From 

Parvathi To M. Parvathi & Date Of 

Birth 01.07.1961 To 05.01.1962. 

I, Aarti Devi W/o Gurdeep 

Singh Vill. Tikri, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra Have Changed My 

Name Arti. 

I, Arti D/o Sanjay, Resident 

of  Ward No 5 Balmiki Mohalla 

Safidon, Jind, have Changed  

Name from Arti to Name Aarti. 
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In an unprecedented turn of
events, the Punjab

Government has finalized
Patiala as the venue for Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann to
unfurl the national flag on
Republic Day, replacing the
earlier plan for Faridkot, fol-
lowing a threat from the
banned separatist group, Sikhs
for Justice (SFJ). The decision
was taken after pro-Khalistan
slogans, graffiti, and flags were
found defacing the walls of
Faridkot’s Nehru Stadium —
the original venue where the
Chief Minister was scheduled
to unfurl the national flag on
January 26 in a state-level func-
tion. The incident, despite tight
security preparations, has
raised alarm across the State,
putting the state police force on
red alert.

The controversy deepened
when SFJ’s legal advisor
Gurpatwant Singh Pannu
released a provocative video
targeting the Chief Minister
and urging the youth to replace
the Indian Tricolour with
Khalistan flags. In a statement
laced with threats, Pannu
warned Mann, “Those who
walk on Beant Singh’s path will
meet the same fate”, referring to
the assassination of former
Punjab Chief Minister Beant
Singh.

The reference to the 1995

assassination of former Chief
Minister Beant Singh sent
shockwaves across the State,
prompting the government to
re-evaluate its security arrange-
ments. Despite a significant
police presence, the graffiti
and flags appeared at multiple
locations, raising questions
about the security measures in
place for such a high-profile
event.

The government’s deci-
sion-making process has seen
multiple twists. Initially, it was
announced that the Chief
Minister would preside over
the Republic Day function in
Mohali, while Punjab Vidhan
Sabha Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan would officiate the
Faridkot event. However, a
subsequent notification stated
that the Chief Minister would
instead hoist the flag in Patiala,
with Cabinet Minister Barinder
Kumar Goyal taking his place
in Faridkot. The frequent revi-
sions have drawn criticism,
highlighting the challenges
faced by the state in handling
both security and logistics.

Punjab Director General of
Police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav
confirmed that security across
the State had been intensified.
“We have taken comprehensive
measures to ensure peaceful
Republic Day celebrations.
Commissioners of Police and
Senior Superintendents of
Police have been instructed to
bolster security and intensify

patrols in their jurisdictions,”
he said.
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Originally, Chief Minister

Mann was scheduled to preside
over the Republic Day cele-
brations in Faridkot, where he
was to unfurl the national flag
and unveil several develop-
mental projects. Key initia-
tives included the foundation
stone for Punjab’s second sports
school in Jand Sahib, as well as
the inauguration of new facil-
ities at Baba Farid University of
Health Sciences and Civil
Hospital. However, the dis-
covery of pro-Khalistan slogans
forced the State Government to
shift the event to Patiala.

According to the revised
schedule, Chief Minister Mann
will now unfurl the national
flag in Patiala on January 26.
The Government official insist-
ed that the change was made to
ensure the safety and dignity of
the event, while dismissing
speculations that it reflected a
weakness in handling security
threats.
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The Faridkot police have

launched a comprehensive
investigation into the incident.
Pro-Khalistan graffiti was
found not only near Nehru
Stadium but also at other loca-
tions, including the railway
station. A coat of paint was
applied to cover the slogans as

police teams combed through
surveillance footage to identi-
fy the perpetrators.

Faridkot Superintendent
of Police Jasmeet Singh assured
the public that those responsi-
ble would be brought to justice.
“The graffiti was found away
from the main venue, and we
are taking all necessary mea-
sures to ensure public safety,” he
said.

Faridkot Deputy
Commissioner Vineet Kumar
also clarified that the decision
to shift the venue was not sole-
ly based on security concerns
but also involved logistical
considerations.

This is not the first time
that SFJ has made an attempt
to disrupt public events in
Punjab. The group, banned by
the Indian Government, has
long been involved in sepa-
ratist propaganda and similar
incidents. In 2020, pro-
Khalistan graffiti and flags
appeared on government
buildings in Moga, leading to
arrests and an investigation by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

The resurgence of such
activities has raised concerns
about the growing audacity of
separatist elements in the State.
Analysts believed that these
incidents are designed to cre-
ate fear and disrupt public
harmony, especially on impor-
tant occasions like Republic
Day.
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The Haryana Cabinet, which
met under the chairmanship

of Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini on Thursday, approved
the Haryana Clean Air Project
for sustainable development for
the period spanning from the
financial year 2024-25 to 2029-
30. The project is aimed to
improve air quality and reduce
emissions across the Indo-
Gangetic Plain, a region that
spans multiple state boundaries.

A Spokesperson said that the
Haryana Clean Air Project for
Sustainable Development
(HCAPSD) is a Haryana gov-
ernment initiative supported by
the World Bank. The total pro-
posed budget for the project is Rs
3,647 crore. The project will be
financed through the World
Bank’s Program for Results
(PforR) mechanism.

The project will support the
strengthening of air quality man-
agement systems in the state,
while synergizing efforts being
undertaken by the Government
of India. It will focus on design-
ing and implementing sector-
specific air pollution abatement
measures and facilitating coor-
dination among Indo-Gangetic
Plain (IGP) states to reduce
cross-border emissions.
Additionally, the project aims to
enhance the 'ease of living' for cit-
izens across Haryana's cities.

The potential benefits of
the project include supporting
the piloting and scaling up of

state-of-the-art pollution control
technologies, which could serve
as a model for the rest of India.
It will also enable air-shed man-
agement through the expansion
of the air quality monitoring net-
work, capturing statewide
sources of pollution, and the
development of a state-level
emission inventory. The project
is expected to lead to improved
air quality in Haryana through
emission reductions and positive
spillover effects. The Haryana
Clean Air Project for Sustainable
Development is a multi-sector
initiative led by the Department
of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change, in collaboration
with the Haryana Pollution
Control Board.

The Haryana Clean Air
Project for Sustainable
Development will be jointly
implemented by various depart-
ments, including Departments of
Environment and Climate
Change, Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare,  Transport,
Industries and Commerce,
Directorate of Urban Local
Bodies,  Town and Country
Planning,  Haryana State
Industrial and infrastructure
Development Corporation (HSI-
IDC),  Haryana Pollution
Control Board, Rural
Development , Animal
Husbandry and Dairying,
Development and Panchayats ,
Food and Civil Supplies ,
Gurugram Metropolitan City
Bus Limited, Faridabad
Metropolitan City Bus Limited,

Haryana City Bus Service
Limited and  Directorate of
MSME.
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Talking to Reporters, Saini
said that the Cabinet has
approved the Haryana One-
Time Settlement Scheme for
recovery of outstanding dues-
2025. He reaffirmed his govern-
ment’s unwavering commitment
for empowering small traders
and fostering a business-friend-
ly environment in the state. In
line with the promises made in
the Sankalp Patra, the govern-
ment has introduced the
Haryana One-Time Settlement
Scheme for Recovery of
Outstanding Dues 2025 aimed at
moving ahead in the GST regime
with lesser baggage of arrears, lit-
igations and to expedite the
recovery of outstanding dues and
give relief to small taxpayers. In
the New Scheme formulated for
the settlement of outstanding tax
liabilities under seven pre-GST

Acts, Taxpayers with outstand-
ing liabilities of up to Rs. 10 lakh
under any single Act will be
granted a concession of up to Rs.
1 lakh. Additionally, 60% of the
remaining principal tax amount
will also be waived.
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In a move towards inclusiv-
ity and support for Persons With
Disabilities (PwDs), Saini said
that the cabinet has approved
amendments to the Haryana
Disabled Pension Rules, 2016. As
per the decision, 10 additional
categories of PwDs in Haryana
will now be eligible for pension
benefits. The move aligns with
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016, under
which the Central Government
has included 21 disability cate-
gories. Until now, the Haryana
Government has been providing
pension benefits to individuals
with 11 categories of disabilities.
With the approval of the recent
amendments in the rules, 32,000
more PwDs will be eligible to
receive monthly pension benefits.
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Haryana Governor Bandaru
Dattatraya will hoist the

National Flag in Faridabad and
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini in Rewari at the state-level
Republic Day function on
January 26. The 'At Home'
programme will be held in
Faridabad.

A government statement
said Haryana Assembly Speaker
Harvinder Kalyan will hoist the
flag in Panipat, Transport
Minister Anil Vij in Ambala
Cantonment, Development and
Panchayat Minister Krishan
Lal Panwar in Rohtak, Industry
and Commerce Minister Rao
Narbir Singh in Gurugram,
Education Minister Mahipal
Dhanda in Jind, Revenue and
Disaster Management Minister
Vipul Goel in Palwal,
Cooperation Minister Dr
Arvind Sharma in Charkhi
Dadri and Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare Minister
Shyam Singh Rana in Karnal.

Public Health Engineering
Minister Ranbir Gangwa will
hoist the flag in Yamunanagar,

Social Justice and
Empowerment, Scheduled
Castes and Backward Classes
Welfare and Antyodaya (Sewa)
Minister Krishan Kumar Bedi
in Sirsa, Women and Child
Development Minister Shruti
Choudhry in Bhiwani, Health
Minister Arti Singh Rao in
Nuh, Minister of State for Food,
Civil Supplies and Consumer
Affairs Rajesh Nagar in Jhajjar,
Minister of State for Youth
Empowerment and
Entrepreneurship Gaurav
Gautam in Hisar and Deputy
Speaker of Haryana Legislative
Assembly Dr Krishan Lal
Middha will hoist the national
flag in Sonipat.

Rajya Sabha MP Rekha
Sharma will hoist the Tricolour
in Ambala City, Ramchandra
Jangra in Fatehabad, Kiran
Choudhry in Kaithal, Subhash
Barala in Kalanwali, Kartikeya
Sharma in Bilaspur
(Yamunanagar), MP from
Kurukshetra Naveen Jindal in
Kurukshetra and MP from
B h i w a n i - Ma h e n d r a g a r h
Dharambir Singh in
Mahendragarh.
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In a notable initiative, the
Punjab Government has allo-

cated Rs 426 crore over the next
three years to modernize and
upgrade police infrastructure
across the State. The funds will
be primarily utilized for the
renovation of police stations,
police lines, and other critical
facilities to improve operational
efficiency and the effectiveness
of the police force, said the state
Director General of Police
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav on
Thursday.

DGP Yadav made the
announcement during his tour
of the Ferozepur, Bathinda, and
Patiala ranges, where he
reviewed the law and order sit-
uation and assessed security
arrangements for the upcoming

Republic Day celebrations.
During his visit, DGP Yadav

inaugurated several key devel-
opment projects, including a
newly-renovated conference hall
in Bathinda. In Patiala, he flagged
off 20 Police Control Room
(PCR) motorcycles, funded
through Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiatives,
marking a step forward in
enhancing the mobility and
responsiveness of the police
force.

“The modernization of
police infrastructure is critical to
strengthening law enforcement
and ensuring public safety,” said
the DGP. He emphasized that
these initiatives align with Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann’s
vision of a robust and citizen-
friendly police force.

As part of the preparations
for Republic Day, Punjab Police

has intensified security mea-
sures across the state. All
Commissioners of Police (CPs)
and Senior Superintendents of
Police (SSPs) have been instruct-
ed to enhance patrolling, increase
police presence at public venues,
and set up additional check-
points. The DGP also directed
officers to share security alerts
and ensure seamless coordina-
tion to safeguard the celebrations.

“Punjab Police is fully com-
mitted to ensuring peaceful and
secure Republic Day celebrations,
as envisioned by the Chief
Minister,” said DGP Yadav.

In addition to infrastructure
upgrades, Punjab Police is focus-
ing on community engagement
through sports development.
DGP Yadav announced the pro-
motion of six police coaches who
have been pivotal in training
young athletes in Sangrur district.

These efforts are part of the Youth
Connect Program, which seeks
to divert children and youth
from drug abuse by fostering a
healthy lifestyle through sports.

The program has already
helped 78 children from under-
privileged backgrounds secure
jobs based on their achieve-
ments in athletics, showcasing the
transformative potential of this
initiative.

During his tour, the DGP
also felicitated 46 Punjab Police
officials from the Patiala range
with DGP Commendation Discs.
The awards recognize the unwa-
vering dedication, professional-
ism, and commitment of these
officers to their duties. “This
recognition is a testament to the
hard work and devotion dis-
played by Punjab Police officials
in maintaining law and order,”
said DGP Yadav.
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Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on

Thursday announced the con-
struction of the country’s largest
International convention center
near Tapovan at a cost of Rs. 150
crore, adding that  it would host
seminars by major companies,
boost tourism and create
employment opportunities for
local youth.

Addressing a public gather-
ing at Dari Mela Ground in the
Dharamshala Assembly con-
stituency of Kangra district, he
also announced the opera-
tionalization of PHC Yol Cantt,
funding for the construction of
a bridge in the IT Park, alloca-
tion of adequate funds to com-

plete the OBC Bhawan and road
construction projects, includ-
ing a road from the school in
Jhiyol to Anjani Mata, Parol to
Ghiyana Khurd Bara Khaula,
Kufri to Chamunda Temple,
Alkhani to Jayul Kand
Kardiyana, Kaned to Jhakhrehad,
Cheliyan to Pasu, Tika to Bani,
and Lunta-Bagotu-Khabrot-
Tillu.

He said that the present
State Government would not
compromise on corruption and
added that during the previous
BJP government, the gap
between the rich and poor was
widened and government jobs
were allegedly sold. He high-
lighted the police recruitment
scam, which was a live example
of the betrayal of unemployed

youth. The present Government,
he said, was working with trans-
parency and initiated vigilance
inquiries into irregularities in the
Jal Shakti Department’s Theog
division and taking strict action
against corrupt practices. He
further said that the BJP gov-
ernment misused the State
Treasury for political benefits,
while his government has been
making earnest efforts to bene-
fit the common people.

He said that the Congress
government fulfilled its election
promise by reinstating the Old
Pension Scheme (OPS) to 1.36
lakh government employees and
asserted that OPS will continue
as long as Congress is in power
in the State. He said that the
Central Government has reduced

the state’s loan limit by Rs. 1,600
crore and imposed additional
restrictions for reinstating the
OPS. He said that nearly Rs. 9,000
crore under NPS was still held up
with the central government and
the Union Government was
pressurizing the State to imple-
ment the Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS).

Sukhu said that the Central
Government has not released
Post Disaster Need Assessment
(PDNA) funds for disaster-affect-
ed areas in Himachal Pradesh
and that the demand for a spe-
cial relief package has also been
rejected. He accused BJP leaders
in the State of politicizing the dis-
aster instead of standing with
affected families during this crit-
ical period.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Thursday said that the cultural
heritage of State, along with a
glimpse of modern Haryana, will
be showcased this Republic Day
at Kartavya Path in Delhi.

Talking to Reporters, Saini
said that this year, on the
occasion of Republic Day on
January 26, Haryana’s tableau
will depict the divine message
of Shrimad Bhagavad Gita
given by Lord Krishna on the
land of Haryana, alongside a
portrayal of the prosperous
and developing Haryana. The
tableau, based on the theme
‘Prosperous Har yana:
Heritage and Development’,
will showcase, on the one
hand, our rich cultural her-
itage in the form of the knowl-
edge of Shrimad Bhagavad
Gita, while on the other hand,
it will highlight a farmer using
IT to fill details of his crops
sown and check prices, as
well as Haryana’s emergence
as a sports powerhouse.

“Our Paralympic medalists,
namely Nitesh Kumar
(Badminton), Harvinder Singh
(Shooting), Yogesh Kathuniya
(Discus Throw), Aruna Tanwar
(Taekwondo), and Tarun Dillo
(Badminton), will be the focal

point of attraction on the
tableau, serving as a source of
inspiration for millions of youth
across the country. Additionally,
the last portion of the tableau
depicts the cluster of the high-
rise buildings of Gurugram,
which is a unique model of pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP)
urbanisation. Gurugram is one
of the leading IT software
exporters in the country. This
tableau has been prepared by
the Department of Information,
Public Relations & Languages
Haryana,” Saini added.

He said that it is also a mat-
ter of pride for the residents of
the state that Haryana’s tableau
is being showcased at Kartavya

Path for the fourth consecutive
time this year and for the sixth
time during the current gov-
ernment’s tenure.
Acknowledging the hardwork-
ing people of Haryana for this
achievement, he emphasized
that today, due to their efforts,
Haryana has become a leading
state in various sectors like agri-
culture, sports, IT, and indus-
trialization.

On Thursday, a full dress
rehearsal of the Republic Day
parade was conducted at
Kartavya Path in Delhi, where
Haryana’s tableau was displayed.
This tableau will be displayed
again in front of the nation on
ensuing Republic Day, Sunday.
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Saini on Thursday conduct-
ed a surprise inspection to assess
the ongoing cleanliness efforts at
the Haryana Civil Secretariat. The
inspection is part of the state gov-
ernment's special cleanliness
campaign under the 'Swachh
Haryana Mission,' aimed at pro-
moting cleanliness in public
spaces and government offices
across the state. The campaign,
which will run until January 31,
2025, seeks to foster a cleaner and
healthier environment. During
the inspection, the Chief Minister
was accompanied by Chief
Secretary Vivek Joshi, Director
General of Information, Public
Relations, Language, and Culture
Department K Makrand
Pandurang, Special Secretary
Monitoring and Coordination
Priyanka Soni, and Special
Secretary Secretariat Establishment
Samvartak Singh Khangwal.
Talking to Reporters, Saini said
that the state government had ini-
tiated a special campaign to
ensure a clean and tidy Haryana.
He said that all district officers
have been instructed to prioritize
cleanliness in their offices, as a
clean work environment would
contribute to greater efficiency
and faster work processes.
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In a significant development
ahead of the Delhi Assembly

elections, the Punjab Police
personnel deployed for the
security of Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) national convener and
Delhi’s former Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal have been
withdrawn. Punjab’s Director
General of Police (DGP)
Gaurav Yadav on Thursday
confirmed the decision, stating
that the move followed the
directions of the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
and Delhi Police.

Kejriwal, who retains Z-
Plus security, will now be fully
under the protection of the
Delhi Police. DGP Yadav, inter-
acting with media during his
tour to Bathinda, Ferozepur
and Patiala ranges, said: “From
time to time, we receive threat
reports concerning Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann and Arvind Kejriwal. We
have always shared these inputs
with concerned agencies.
Following today’s instructions
from the ECI and Delhi Police,
we have officially withdrawn
the Punjab Police component
from Kejriwal’s security detail.”

The DGP assured contin-
ued collaboration between
Punjab and Delhi authorities,
emphasizing that intelligence
reports would be shared
promptly to address any poten-
tial threats.

The withdrawal decision
comes amid heightened polit-
ical tension and allegations of
security risks. BJP leader
Parvesh Verma, who is con-
testing against Kejriwal, recent-
ly raised questions about the
presence of numerous Punjab-
registered vehicles in Delhi,
particularly in sensitive areas as

the city gears up for the
Republic Day celebrations on
January 26.

Verma had remarked,
“There are thousands of vehi-
cles with Punjab registration
roaming around Delhi. Who
are these people, and what are
they doing here? Are they pos-
ing a threat to our security,
especially during such a criti-
cal period?”

Responding sharply, AAP
accused Verma of maligning
Punjabis and stirring unneces-
sary controversy. The party
dismissed his claims as baseless
and labeled them an insult to
Punjab’s citizens.

The security adjustment
also followed recent intelli-
gence warnings about a poten-
tial attack on Kejriwal, alleged-
ly planned by pro-Khalistan
operatives. The threat was
compounded by an incident
last Saturday when AAP shared
a video of an alleged stone-
throwing attack on Kejriwal’s
vehicle during a campaign
rally. The party accused sup-
porters of BJP candidate
Parvesh Verma of orchestrating
the act.

The BJP has denied
involvement, dismissing AAP’s
allegations as a diversionary
tactic ahead of the elections.

Earlier this week, Delhi
Police had written to Punjab
Police seeking details about
VIPs from Punjab present in
Delhi and their security
arrangements. The letter
emphasized the need to coor-
dinate protection amid election
campaigns and public gather-
ings in the capital.

With Delhi set to vote on
February 5, and results to be
declared on February 8, the
decision to modify Kejriwal’s
security detail is seen as a
politically-charged move.
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Chandigarh: Days after Chandigarh University (CU) won
the prestigious Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Trophy (MAKA),
Punjab Governor and Administrator of Chandigarh, Gulab
Chand Kataria, met with a group of 33 medal winning stu-
dent athletes, from the university’s Khelo India University
Games 2024 contingent, with the Trophy at Raj Bhawan. The
contingent of medal winners  was led by Deep Inder Singh
Sandhu, Senior Managing Director, CU. Congratulating the
players for their outstanding achievements at the national and
international tournaments, Kataria said the MAKA Trophy
victory is not just a significant accomplishment for the
Chandigarh university, but a proud moment for our entire
state of Punjab which has long been synonymous with excel-
lence in sports.
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Chandigarh: With the Chandigarh Premier League (CPL)
commencing from February 7 at Tau Devi Lal Stadium,
Panchkula under the leadership of UTCA's president Sanjay
Tandon, a review meeting was held at the UTCA office which
was presided by League Executive Chairman, Dr Rupesh
Singh. During the meeting, it was informed that corporate
franchises are showing great interest in the league which is
being organised for the very first time in the city. A total of
six teams are participating in CPL which is being organized
on the lines of IPL. The teams will be selected from Senior,
Under 23 and 19 probables. The selection of all the teams
will be completed by January 25. All the matches of the league
will be held during the day, while the final will be held on
February 23 in day-night format.
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Chandigarh:The Cabinet meeting, chaired by Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini on Thursday began with floral
tributes being paid to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose on the
occasion of Parakram Diwas. While interacting with the
media persons soon after presiding over the meeting, Saini
said that Netaji was a great freedom fighter who made a sig-
nificant contribution to India's independence.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Governor Bandaru Dattatraya on the
occasion of the birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose on Thursday paid his tribute to the legendary freedom
fighter whose indomitable spirit and unparalleled leadership
remain an inspiration for generations. Dattatraya highlighted
the profound contributions of Netaji in India's struggle for
independence. He lauded his courage, vision, and dedication
to the cause of an independent and inclusive India, calling
upon citizens to uphold these ideals to build a stronger and
more united society.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Energy, Transport, and Labour
Minister Anil Vij on Thursday said that the State government
has approved the repair of ten roads in both the urban and
rural areas of Ambala Cantonment. An estimate for these
repairs was submitted in June of last year and has now been
approved in January. Vij said that Rs 4.26 crore has been allo-
cated for the repair of these roads, which will greatly bene-
fit the local residents.
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Chandigarh: The minimum temperature across many
places in Haryana and Punjab hovered close to the season’s
average on Thursday. Chandigarh, the common capital of the
two states, recorded a minimum of 8.6 degrees Celsius,
according to the Met department. In Haryana, Karnal record-
ed a minimum of 8 degrees Celsius, Hisar 7.8 degrees Celsius,
Rohtak 10.1 degrees Celsius, Gurugram 11.4 degrees Celsius,
Faridabad 11.2 degrees Celsius and Ambala 10.7 degrees
Celsius. In Punjab, Ludhiana recorded a low of 8.4 degrees
Celsius while Patiala registered a low of 8.8 degrees Celsius.
Ferozepur recorded a minimum of 8.4 degrees Celsius, while
Bathinda, Gurdaspur and Faridkot recorded respective
minimums of 7.6, 7.5 and 7.6 degrees Celsius. Amritsar
recorded a minimum temperature of 6.1 degrees Celsius.
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Cross-border terror-
ism and geopolitical
tensions, such as the

Russia-Ukraine conflict and
Israel-Iran hostilities, have
driven unprecedented
defence spending since
World War II. To counter
these threats, nations are
leveraging artificial intelli-
gence (AI) to build resilient
defence systems. AI
enhances national security
by enabling robust deci-
sion-making to detect,
analyse, and address com-
plex threats across multiple
fronts.
The Shift Towards AI in
Defence
AI is transforming defence
strategies, reducing reliance
on human personnel. The
US military’s active-duty
personnel are at their low-
est levels in eight decades,
while the U.K. has seen a 30
per cent reduction since
2000, largely due to AI-dri-
ven tools replacing soldiers
in high-risk operations.
With advancements in IoT
and data analytics, experts
predict  a signif icant
increase in AI-based
defence systems globally.
India’s AI-Driven Defence
Evolution

India, a leading G20 nation,
is actively integrating AI
into its defence framework
to counter internal and
external threats. Initiatives
like the 2022 launch of 75
AI-enabled defence prod-
ucts highlight India’s focus
on cybersecurity, automa-
tion, and autonomous sys-
tems. 
The Ministry of Defence
(MoD) allocates $12.6 mil-
lion annually for AI pro-
jects, including the estab-
lishment of an AI center at
the Military College of
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n

Engineering (MCTE).
Additionally, the 2024
launch of India’s first AI
Data Bank aims to enhance
national security through
real-time analytics and pre-
dictive capabilities.
AI in Security and
Surveillance
AI aids investigation agen-
cies in video surveillance
and threat detection,
analysing behaviour, com-
munications and psycho-
logical patterns to identify
risks. Using both Strong
AI (mimicking human cog-
nition) and Weak AI

(focused tasks), intelligence
agencies enhance security,
mitigate breaches and safe-
guard civilians and public
institutions.
Challenges and Future
Prospects
Despite promising advance-
ments, AI adoption in
India’s defence faces chal-
lenges, including data pri-
vacy, cybersecurity and eth-
ical concerns surrounding
autonomous systems. To
remain competitive, India
must increase investments
in research, collaborate
internationally and address
accountability issues tied
to AI-driven military oper-
ations.
Conclusion
By adopting a risk-based
regulator y framework,
India can ensure the ethical
and effective deployment of
AI in defence. While chal-
lenges persist, the ongoing
innovations and strategic
initiatives signal a future
where India’s defence capa-
bilities transcend tradition-
al methods, embracing AI
as a cornerstone of nation-
al security.
(The writer is  Co-founder

& CEO, Innefu Labs; views
are personal)

In a dramatic intervention, US President Donald Trump has asked Russian President
Vladimir Putin to bring an immediate end to the ongoing Ukraine war. Labeling the
conflict ‘ridiculous,’ Trump warned of severe economic sanctions and tariffs against

Russia if Putin failed to negotiate peace. The threat marks a sharp escalation in Trump’s
rhetoric on a war that has already claimed the lives of over a million soldiers on both
sides. Speaking on  Truth Social platform, Trump reaffirmed his affinity for the Russian
people and his respect for Putin but did not shy away from criticising the Russian leader
for prolonging the bloody conflict. “We must never forget that Russia helped us win the
Second World War, losing almost 60 million lives in the process,” Trump said, high-
lighting historical ties while urging an end to the ongoing devastation. Trump’s approach
combines a mix of hardline economic threats and diplomatic overtures. In his straight-
forward message he suggested that the economic repercussions of prolonged conflict

would be catastrophic for Russia. He emphasised that
his preference was for a peaceful resolution.
The Ukraine war, which began with Russia’s invasion
in February 2022, has dragged on for nearly three years.
The conflict has claimed the lives of nearly a million
Russian soldiers and 700,000 Ukrainian troops. These
staggering figures underscore the war’s devastating
impact, making it one of the deadliest conflicts of the
21st century. Economic consequences have also been
severe, particularly for Russia. International sanctions,
coupled with the strain of prolonged military opera-
tions, have left the Russian economy struggling with
inflation and stagnation. Trump pointed to these eco-

nomic pressures as a potential leverage point, suggesting that a peace deal is in Russia’s
best interest. Trump’s ultimatum reflects a marked departure from his earlier, more ambigu-
ous stance on the conflict. Trump administration is in direct talks with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky and Trump himself plans to engage with Putin directly. He appears
intent on delivering on that promise with a mix of economic coercion and diplomatic
engagement. Despite the grim reality of the war, Trump’s comments offers a glimmer
of hope for an early resolution. He has emphasised that both Zelensky and Putin should
pursue a deal, suggesting that the leaders’ willingness would be pivotal in ending the
conflict. Trump’s ultimatum to Putin could signal a turning point in the Ukraine war, but
the path forward remains fraught with uncertainty. While the economic pressure could
incentivise Russia to negotiate, the deep-seated political and territorial disputes fueling
the conflict may prove challenging to resolve. As the world watches, Trump’s next moves—
whether imposing sanctions, brokering a deal, or recalibrating military aid—will shape
not only the future of the Ukraine war but also the broader geopolitical landscape. For
now, one thing is clear: Trump is determined to make his mark on history by ending a
war that has caused untold suffering and reshaped global politics.

Trump’s ultimatum

es strain public finances, divert resources
from critical sectors, and create an unsus-
tainable dependency culture. 
Over time, this undermines fiscal disci-
pline and hampers long-term develop-
ment. In the democratic sphere, freebies
erode accountability, manipulate voter
choices, and shift focus away from sys-
temic reforms. They often favour imme-
diate political gains over addressing struc-
tural inequalities, weakening institutions,
and fostering inequity. While welfare
measures are essential for uplifting mar-
ginalised groups, they must be carefully
balanced with sustainable policies.
Policymakers should prioritise structur-
al reforms, economic growth, and target-
ed welfare instead of indulging in compet-
itive populism. Ultimately, a balanced
approach is key to safeguarding both fis-
cal health and the integrity of democrat-
ic processes.

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai

RUPEE’S FURTHER DECLINE EXPECTED
Madam — India’s Weakening Rupee and
its expected Impact on the Indian Stock

Market and on Companies with Large
USD Borrowings and other relevant
issues. Rupee’s further decline cannot be
avoided. RBI’s own calculations indicate
a large overvaluation of the rupee, so a lot
more decline of the rupee against the dol-
lar must happen, especially if the US
imposes tariffs.
In case of a large and rapid rupee decline,
the economy and stock markets could be
disrupted. Therefore, economic turmoil is
unavoidable. If the rupee becomes signif-
icantly weaker against the dollar, the debt
and interest repayment burden of these
Indian companies will go up. If the rupee
is strong, then dollar debt becomes cheap-
er. So, nobody gained from this RBI pivot
of 2022. Short-term strategies can some-
times have long-term consequences. India
got into this mess by betting on high GDP
growth, which can be the only saviour in
this situation. But now the GDP growth
itself has slowed.

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Mumbai

PANIC KILLS PASSENGERS
Madam — Twelve passengers on the
Pushpak Express were killed and 55
injured after jumping from the tight-
packed unreserved coaches onto the track
in panic, fearing a fire (they don’t even
notice or hear approaching trains), only
to be run over by the Karnataka Express
near Pachora railway station in Jalgaon dis-
trict of Maharashtra. Unable to understand
when the public will get some sense. Why
do they need to wander on tracks even if
they had jumped out of a train that they
thought was on fire? 
Though for this sad mishap we definite-
ly cannot blame the railways from any
angle. Even though people may have
agreed with me that Indians have lost trust
and faith in the railway administration to
such an extent that without verifying the
rumour, they believe it (smoke that per-
haps sparked rumours of a fire) and act
accordingly. This shows total distrust of the
railways.This is not the first instance; the
Jalgaon tragedy revives the painful mem-
ory of a similar accident in which 21
women and a boy lost their lives in
Mumbai’s Goregaon.
On October 13, 1993, passengers on
Western Railway’s ‘ladies special’ local
between Borivali and Kandivali jumped off
a first-class compartment onto the tracks
after seeing smoke rise from the under-
carriage of their stationary train. Whatever,
we all know how our system works. It’s the
responsibility of people who travel to take
care of themselves, not the railway. Yes, it
is really tragic for people to lose their lives.
It is a big loss to their families. A moment
of profound grief and sorrow. . May God
give strength to all the deceased family
members at this difficult time. May their
souls rest in peace. Om Shanti.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad

FREEBIES HURT ECONOMY 
Madam—The growing trend of offering
freebies during elections, such as in the
Delhi Assembly polls, poses significant
challenges to both the economy and
democracy. Economically, these promis-
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Trump’s plain talk on the Ukraine war— ‘end it or face

sanctions’— could mark a turning point in the conflict

concerning these market-dri-
ven tools continued to remain,
manifesting itself the way of
multiple instances of suspen-
sions on certain commodity
derivative contracts.
While trading suspensions
have been a constant feature
since 2007-2008, under the
advisement of the price mon-
itoring mechanisms and agen-
cies within the government
policy ecosystem, there never
has been an occasion when
suspensions of commodity
trading exceeded more than a
year in a single stretch, barring
the odd ‘sensitive’ food com-
modity. So as a commodity
markets expert, with a domes-
tic and world view of ongoing
trading in global commodity
markets, one begs to specifical-
ly ask - Do derivatives trading
suspensions really rein in food
price inflation? 
Researchers have constantly
alluded to synthetic control
methodologies to apply to
their studies for studying spe-
cific suspensions, their findings
fairly and comprehensively
conclude and determine that
there is no empirical evidence
that derivatives suspension
had any impact whatsoever on
food prices. 
On the contrary, from specif-
ic instances studied, such as
those of Bengal Gram (Chana)

in August 2021 and Mustard
Seed Derivatives in October
2021, analysis from the said
report from IIM Udaipur
shows that prices of both com-
modities, Chana and mustard
oil, would have continued on
the same price trend path
even without the suspension. 
To specifically quote a potent
segment of the said study – it
clearly articulates that the con-
ducted research does not find
any role of futures market
trading on price changes, nor
does it find any empirical evi-
dence of the impact of suspen-
sion of trade on price behav-
iour in the period after suspen-
sion. Rather, the analysis shows
that prices of commodities
such as mustard oil would have
had a similar trend even with-
out the suspension.
Furthermore, the study finds
that before the suspension
futures market had a dominant
share of 64 per cent in discov-
ering the true and fair price of
the mustard seed commodity
derivative. 
The study goes on further to
articulate that commodity
derivative suspensions hurt
genuine participants discour-
age the growth of domestic
agri-derivatives markets and
resultantly impact the growth
of price hedging prospects of
the commodity value chain

including CBBOs (Cluster
Business Organisations) and
FPOs (Farmer Producer
Organisations), while conse-
quently hurting the value real-
isation and income levels of
farmers. 
It also adversely impacts India’s
position in providing a global
price benchmark, despite the
country being a major produc-
er and consumer of several
agricultural commodities.
Needless to say, as an active
observer of the Indian agri-
based commodity trading
ecosystem, it behove advoca-
cy and argument that summa-
ry commodity suspensions as
a method to arrest or contain
food price inflation should
not be adopted and further the
suspension of futures trading
contracts of agricultural com-
modity derivatives must be
revoked. In closure, one must
say emphatically that the devel-
opment of the agri-deriva-
tives market is supported in
India, which in turn will lead
to fair price discovery and
transparent hedging of price
risks, eventually creating a
positive socio-economic
impact for farmers and the
agri-ecosystem in India.

(The writer is national presi-
dent of Commodity

Participants Association of
India; views are personal )

Can suspending commodity

derivatives rein in food price

While there are
several concerns
in India and
across Asia, cer-
tain policy and

key opinion circles that food
price inflation is catalysed or
influenced somehow by specula-
tive trading in the futures com-
modity markets. Even while opin-
ions are divided in policy circles
and among economists who have
studied and examined the nature
of the relationship between food
inflation and commodity and
derivative futures trading con-
tracts, and no empirical evidence
hitherto seems to have been
found despite numerous studies
undertaken in India.
It would be worth mentioning
that a detailed empirical research
study conducted by leading
researchers from the Indian
Institute of Management Udaipur
specifically studied three sus-
pension events in India of futures
traded commodities, which led
the researchers to firmly state that
the counterfactual for each of the
examined episodes confirms that
even in the absence of trading sus-
pensions, food prices or inflation-
ary trends would have followed
their dynamic path. 
Any upward price volatility could
ostensibly be the effects or coun-
tereffects of various extraneous
domestic or global (especially
geopolitical) factors. It is also
equally understandable and nat-
ural for any governing policy
institution to be both fully cog-
nisant and mindful of food price
inflationary trends, and the fact
that rising food prices can have a
cataclysmic effect on food secu-
rity and thus, by extension could
have substantive socio-econom-
ic impact. 
Successive policy establishments
and ecosystems have always been
overly cautious, ever since futures
trading commodity derivatives
exchanges were established in the
early 2000s. Despite the mandate
of such commodity exchanges
that futures trading contracts
encourage effective and fair price
discovery and risk hedging, which
consequently safeguards the com-
modity value chain from price
risk which is a result of a funda-
mental play between demand
and supply the apprehensions
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AI and defence dynamics: Global
trends and India’s adaptation

I
n a tearing hurry to make America great again,
Trump bombarded his country and the rest
of the world with a slew of executive orders.

He withdrew the US from the World Health
Organisation, alleging that the global agency had
mishandled the COVID-19 pandemic. His own
handling of the coronavirus catastrophe was
dreadful—over 3,50,000 deaths were reported
in the US in 2020, the final year of his first
term—but those glaring lapses are of no con-

sequence to him now. He has washed his hands
of international collaboration to combat any
future pandemic. Trump also signed America’s
withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement,
whose main goal is to limit global warming to
1.5 C above pre-industrial levels. 
Last year ended as the planet’s hottest on record,
and the target looks even more improbable now
with the US jumping ship. In an irrational way,
the President pardoned 1,500-odd protesters
who stormed the US Capitol on January 6, 2021,
in a bid to prevent lawmakers from certifying
his election defeat. The incident was a big blow
to American democracy. In stark contrast, there
is bad news for those desperate to sneak into
the US, as Trump has declared illegal immigra-
tion at the US-Mexico border a “national emer-
gency.” It’s America First for him—and the world
must brace itself for the worst.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

SANJAY RAWAL

TARUN VIG

India is harnessing AI to enhance national security, counter threats and

establish itself at the forefront of the defence innovation landscape

The debate over whether speculative trading in futures commodity markets
drives food price inflation remains unresolved in India and across Asia
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INDIA’S FARMERS
LACK A 

ROBUST
SOCIAL SECURITY

NET. 
A NON-

CONTRIBUTORY
PENSION OF

RS3,000 PER
MONTH FOR
SMALL AND
MARGINAL

FARMERS AGED 60
AND ABOVE,

OWNING UP TO 2
HECTARES OF
LAND, COULD

PROVIDE MUCH-
NEEDED FINANCIAL

SECURITY

India’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar attended the US presi-
dential inauguration earlier this week. President Trump’s inauguration
by itself is an epochal moment for global international relations. India

outlined its foreign policy approach a few days ago, during EAM’s address
at Nani Palkivala’s memorial lecture. He mentioned that India’s foreign
policy in 2025 reflects a deepening commitment to multilateralism, but
also recognises the competitive realities of a shifting global order. The
nation has embraced issue-based partnerships with major groupings
like the Quad, BRICS, and the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC). India’s ability to balance multiple memberships and partnerships
underscores its evolving diplomatic strategy, driven by a pragmatic
approach to international relations.
At the heart of India’s foreign policy is a strong solidarity with the Global
South, rooted in post-colonial values of independence, sovereignty and
resistance to external pressures. This unique perspective sets India apart
from traditional alliance structures, as it champions the rights of devel-
oping nations while pursuing its strategic interests. While India contin-
ues to engage in global dialogues, it maintains its core principle of non-
alignment and the freedom to choose partners based on national prior-
ities. Recent shifts in India’s domestic policies—across politics, eco-
nomics and security—have influenced its foreign relations. 

Notably, India’s relationship with the United States has transformed, mov-
ing past historical hesitations to embrace a deeper strategic partnership.
This cooperation spans security, technology, trade, and science, bene-
fiting both nations. India’s diaspora also plays a crucial role, acting as
a living bridge to enhance bilateral ties. Despite occasional policy shifts
in the US, the foundation for a robust relationship is now firmly estab-
lished. However, India’s engagement with China remains a complex chal-
lenge. As the two largest Asian nations with over a billion people each,
their dynamic is shaped by historical disputes and differing political sys-
tems. The boundary issue, exacerbated by tensions since 2020, con-
tinues to complicate bilateral relations. The guiding principles for India’s
approach to China are mutual respect, sensitivity, and shared interests,
with an emphasis on long-term stability and a multi-polar Asia. In the
Indo-Pacific, India has extended its Act East policy, fostering deeper rela-
tionships with Japan, Australia and ASEAN countries, and strengthen-
ing the Quad alliance. 
This partnership has progressed in areas such as climate action, mar-
itime security, and digital connectivity. Similarly, India’s collaboration with
Russia remains a pillar of its foreign policy, with growing economic ties
and shared strategic interests. India advocates for diplomacy in address-
ing global challenges, such as the Ukraine conflict, and seeks to pro-
vide solutions to global problems, including food security and climate
change.
It has assisted smaller neighbours during crises, including the 2023 finan-
cial support to Sri Lanka, reinforcing its role as a regional leader. However,
India’s relationship with Pakistan remains strained due to ongoing cross-
border terrorism. India is also engaged in strengthening ties with Myanmar
and Afghanistan, maintaining its people-to-people connections despite
political complexities. India’s global ambitions are reflected in its increas-
ing role in international organisations. As a proponent of multilateral reform,
India has pushed for changes in the United Nations, advocating for greater
representation of the Global South. It also leads initiatives such as the
International Solar Alliance and Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure. These efforts highlight India’s growing responsibility as
a global power, dedicated to addressing pressing issues like climate
change, digital governance, and humanitarian crises. 

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY:

CHAMPIONING THE GLOBAL SOUTH

The Atal Bhujal Yojana,
or Atal Jal, is a pio-
neering government

initiative spearheaded by
the Ministry of Jal Shakti, in
collaboration with the World
Bank. This innovative pro-
gram marks a significant
departure from traditional
top-down approaches to
water management, instead
empowering communities
to take the lead in sustain-
able groundwater manage-
ment.
A Bottom-Up Approach to
Water Security Atal Jal has
been implemented across
8,203 Gram Panchayats, 229
blocks, and 80 districts in
seven states:  Gujarat,
Har yana,  Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, and
Uttar Pradesh. 

By directly engaging with
marginalised farmers, the
poor, Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, minori-
ties, and other vulnerable
groups, the scheme pro-
motes inclusive development
and social equity.
The core objective of Atal Jal
is to increase groundwater
availability and ensure its
long-term sustainability. By
bolstering groundwater
resources, the programme
aims to enhance agricultur-
al productivity and build
resilience against the grow-
ing threats of climate change.
Atal Jal is more than just a
water management pro-
gramme; it is a catalyst for
social and economic trans-
formation. By empowering
communities and prioritis-
ing gender equity, the 

scheme is paving  the way
for a more prosperous and
sustainable rural India. As
this groundbreaking initia-
tive continues to unfold, it
offers a beacon of hope,
illuminating a future where
water security and equitable
development go hand-in-
hand. 
With its transformative
impact reverberating
through every layer of soci-

ety, this groundbreaking ini-
tiative is a harbinger of hope,
fortifying the future through
equitable resource manage-
ment and fostering pros-
perity among those it touch-
es.
The Atal Bhujal Yojana (Atal
Jal) is a comprehensive ini-
tiative that goes beyond
technical  solutions to
address the pressing issue of
groundwater depletion. It is
a multifaceted programme
that combines technical
interventions with social
and behavioural change
strategies.
Empowering Communities
A key aspect of Atal Jal is its
focus on gender equality
and community empower-
ment. By involving women
in decision-making process-
es and capacity-building

programmes, the scheme
empowers them to play a
crucial role in sustainable
water use. 
Women are encouraged to
participate in meetings,
training and leadership
roles, ensuring that their
perspectives and needs are

considered. Atal Jal employs
innovative approaches to
engage with communities. 
Through a variety of activi-
ties, including rallies, com-
munity meetings, competi-
tions, and social media cam-
paigns, the scheme raises
awareness about groundwa-

ter issues and promotes sus-
tainable practices. 
The programme also recog-
nises the importance of edu-
cating the next generation
and conducts essay and
drawing competitions in
schools.
To further enhance its
impact, Atal Jal utilises tech-
nology to monitor ground-
water levels and disseminate
information. The Atal Jal
mobile app provides stake-
holders and the general pub-
lic with access to informa-
tion about groundwater
resources and management
practices.
A Sustainable Future
Atal Jal’s well-defined sus-
tainable strategy involves
training community
resource persons and
preparing water budgets in

collaboration with the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj.
This systematic approach
ensures the long-term sus-
tainability of the program
and empowers communi-
ties to make informed deci-
sions about water use.
The success of Atal Jal is a
testament to the dedication
and hard work of the team
behind the initiative. By
combining technical exper-
tise with a strong focus on
social  and behavioural
change, Atal Jal is poised to
become a model for future
groundwater management
programmes.
(The writer is Programme
Coordinator,  the Green
Evolution, India, Nepal,
Bangladesh & Coalition for
Food Systems Transformation
in India; views are personal)

Pioneering community-led groundwater management for a sustainable future

India’s approach balances national
priorities with global responsibilities

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

SHANTANU GARG

The Budget must go beyond promises—it must deliver feasible solutions to
secure livelihoods, strengthen rural demand and bridge the rural-urban divide

A S MITTAL

Budget 2025: A roadmap to empower

farmers and reignite rural India 

small-marginal farmers, who
struggle to meet their expenses
amid rising input costs for seeds,
fertilisers, and irrigation.
4. Transform the Kisan Credit
Card (KCC)
The KCC scheme provides short-
term loans with an interest subsidy
for up to Rs 3 lakh. However, the
rigid repayment schedule often
forces farmers to rely on private
moneylenders to meet short-term
cash requirements. 
A more farmer-friendly approach
would be to convert KCCs into
running overdraft accounts,
increase the credit limit to Rs 10
lakh, and cap interest rates at 4 per
cent. Removing usage restrictions
on loans would further empower
farmers to make long-term agri-
cultural investments. Additionally,
simplifying the KCC application
process and enhancing awareness
through rural outreach programs
can improve access to credit.
Expanding the scheme to include
sharecroppers, tenant farmers,
and farm labourers can promote
financial inclusion in agriculture.
5. Introduce a Pension Scheme
for Small Farmers
India’s farmers lack a robust social
security net. A non-contributory
pension of Rs3,000 per month for
small and marginal farmers aged
60 and above, owning up to 2
hectares of land, could provide
much-needed financial security.
Contributions from state govern-
ments could further augment this
scheme. Implementing such a
pension system can alleviate pover-
ty among elderly farmers and
reduce their dependence on fam-
ily support. 
6. Strengthen Animal Husbandry
and Dairy Sectors:
Livestock contributes over 25 per
cent to agricultural GDP but suf-
fers from fluctuating milk prices
and restrictive cattle rearing and
trade policies. 
A simple yet impactful step would

be legally mandating private dairies
to match or exceed the milk pro-
curement prices set by coopera-
tives like Amul. Additionally,
incorporating milk and eggs into
the mid-day meal scheme can
improve farm incomes while tack-
ling malnutrition among children. 
Promoting cattle insurance
schemes and increasing budgetary
allocation for veterinary services
can enhance livestock productiv-
ity. Encouraging the adoption of
modern technologies like artificial
insemination and genetic improve-
ment can further boost the sector’s
contribution to rural livelihoods.
7. Reform Fertiliser Subsidy
Policies
The current system treats fertilis-
er subsidies as farmer benefits but
deducts the subsidised amount
while calculating MSP. This prac-
tice lowers farmers’ actual remu-
neration. MSP calculations should
instead consider the market price
of inputs, ensuring fairer returns
for farmers.The government could
also promote balanced fertiliser use
by incentivising organic farming
practices and providing subsidies
for bio-fertilisers. A shift towards
a direct benefit transfer system for
fertiliser subsidies can reduce leak-
ages and ensure benefits reach the
intended beneficiaries. 
8. Simplify Crop Insurance
The PM Fasal Bima Yojana
requires farmers to navigate com-
plex procedures to claim compen-
sation. The government should
shoulder the entire premium ini-
tially, including the state’s share,
and simplify the claim process.
This would reduce the administra-
tive burden on farmers while
ensuring timely compensation for
crop losses. 
Leveraging technology like satel-
lite imagery and AI-driven risk
assessment models can streamline
the verification process and min-
imise disputes. Expanding insur-
ance coverage to include post-har-

vest losses and natural calamities
can make the scheme more com-
prehensive and farmer-friendly.
9. Reassess Inflation Control
Policies
Policies like export bans, stock lim-
its on agricultural produce, and the
Food Corporation of India (FCI)
dumping grains at below-market
prices undermine farmers’ prof-
itability. These interventions
should be re-evaluated to balance
inflation control with fair returns
for farmers. Encouraging exports
of surplus produce and ensuring
better storage infrastructure can
reduce post-harvest losses.
Developing a decentralised agri-
cultural pricing system driven by
real-time market data can align
domestic policies with global
demand trends. A Vision for
Fairness and Growth India’s agri-
cultural sector has long been the
backbone of its economy, yet farm-
ers have faced systemic neglect and
economic disparity. 
Over the last decade, the govern-
ment has written off Rs12.30 lakh
crore in big corporate loans, while
farmers continue to struggle under
mounting debt (Rs 18 lakh crore)
and policies that fail to guarantee
fair prices for their produce.The
2025 Budget presents an opportu-
nity to correct these imbalances.
By addressing these critical issues,
the government can improve farm-
ers’ lives, spur rural demand, catal-
yse GDP growth and lay the foun-
dation for a more equitable and
sustainable agricultural future. It’s
time to honour the farmers who
feed the nation by delivering the
support they deserve.
(The Author is Vice-Chairman of

Sonalika ITL Group, Vice-
Chairman(  of the Punjab

Economic Policy and Planning
Board, Chairman of

ASSOCHAM Northern Region
Development Council. 

Views expressed 
are personal)

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman gears up to present
the Union Budget 2025-26 on
February 1, the nation stands at
a pivotal crossroads. With GDP

growth projected to dip to a four-year low
of 6.4 per cent in FY 2024-25, the spotlight
turns to revitalising the rural economy, a
cornerstone of the country’s consumption-
driven progress. 
The urgent call for agricultural reforms has
grown louder, fueled by ongoing farmer
protests, including the fast-unto-death by
70-year-old farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal at Punjab’s Khanauri border,
which has captured national attention,
demanding a legal guarantee for Minimum
Support Price (MSP). Agriculture, which
employs nearly 45 per cent of the coun-
try’s workforce and sustains over 60 per
cent of its rural population, is at a break-
ing point. Stagnant productivity, declining
incomes, and policy neglect have left farm-
ers in crisis. This Budget cannot be limit-
ed to lofty promises—it must deliver
practical solutions to secure livelihoods,
strengthen rural demand, and narrow the
rural-urban divide. Revitalising agriculture
is not just an economic necessity but a
moral obligation to foster inclusive growth. 
Here’s how Budget 2025 can introduce
transformative measures to bolster the
agricultural sector and ensure rural spend-
ing—currently contributing 60 per cent of
total consumption —fuels India’s econom-
ic resurgence.
1. Boost Agriculture Budget and
Research
The allocation for agriculture and allied
sectors constitutes only 3 per cent of the
Union Budget, which needs to be raised
to at least 7.5%. Unspent funds in this cat-
egory should be carried forward to address
critical gaps in research, education, and
infrastructure for crop storage and process-
ing. Investing in agricultural research
institutions to develop climate-resilient
crop varieties and sustainable farming
techniques can enhance productivity.
Encouraging public-private partnerships
in agrarian innovation can further drive
the sector’s growth.
2. Provide Legal Backing to MSP
The persistent demand for Minimum
Support Price (MSP) with legal guarantees
highlights the sector’s vulnerabilities.
Implementing the MS Swaminathan
Commission’s recommendation of setting
MSP at C2 (comprehensive cost of produc-
tion) +50 per cent and granting it legal sta-
tus can ensure private buyers do not exploit
farmers. This reform would not put a sig-
nificant financial strain on the government
but could protect farmers from distress
sales. Furthermore, creating a robust
monitoring mechanism to enforce MSP
and extending its coverage to more crops
can improve farmers’ incomes. Enhancing
the transparency of procurement process-
es through digital platforms and integrat-
ing MSP enforcement with local market
committees can also make the system more
reliable.
3. Enhance PM-KISAN Support
The Rs 6,000 annual support to around 10
crore small and marginal farmers under
PM-KISAN to help meet their working
capital needs, unchanged since its launch
in 2018, has not kept pace with inflation.
However, with inflation averaging 6 per
cent over the past six years. The govern-
ment should consider doubling this sup-
port to Rs 12,000 annually to address farm-
ers’ growing financial needs. 
This increase could significantly impact

The Atal Bhujal Yojana, designed to address India’s growing groundwater crisis, shifts the focus to a community-driven approach
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Trump threatens Russia with tariffs, sanctions 
PTI n WASHINGTON

US President Donald
Trump has warned his

Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin to end the ‘ridiculous
war’ in Ukraine or face high
tariffs and further sanctions.
Trump, who was sworn in as
the 47th President of the
United States on January 20,
said this on Truth Social on
Wednesday, a social media
platform owned by him.
Trump called out Russian
President Putin by name in the
social media post, arguing that
he always had a good relation-
ship with the leader, but that it
was time to settle “this ridicu-
lous War!”
Asserting that he is looking to
hurt Russia, Trump said he
wants no more lives to be lost
in the war.
“Let’s get this war, which never
would have started if I were
President, over with! We can
do it the easy way, or the hard
way - and the easy way is
always better. It’s time to
“MAKE A DEAL.” NO MORE
LIVES SHOULD BE LOST!!!”
Trump said.
“I love the Russian people, and
always had a very good rela-
tionship with President Putin
- and this despite the Radical
Left’s Russia, Russia, Russia
HOAX. We must never forget

that Russia helped us win the
Second World War, losing
almost 60,000,000 lives in the
process,” he said.
He also warned that if there
was not a ceasefire deal soon,
he would “have no other
choice” but to impose tariffs,
taxes and sanctions on “any-
thing being sold by Russia to
the United States, and various
other participating countries.”
“All of that being said, I’m
going to do Russia, whose
Economy is failing, and
President Putin, a very big
FAVOUR. Settle now, and
STOP this ridiculous War!
IT’S ONLY GOING TO GET
WORSE. If we don’t make a
“deal,” and soon, I have no
other choice but to put high
levels of Taxes, Tariffs, and
Sanctions on anything being
sold by Russia to the United
States, and various other par-
ticipating countries,” Trump
said making an open appeal to
the Russian leader.
The Biden administration has
already imposed numerous
sanctions on various Russian
economic sectors, including its
oil and energy sectors earlier
this month, in an effort to cut
off its revenues to fund the war
in Ukraine.
Trump has for months called
for a ceasefire in Ukraine, urg-
ing both sides to negotiate.

Russian forces invaded
Ukraine in early 2022, and
both sides have sustained
heavy losses in the nearly three
years of fighting since.
During his campaign, Trump
repeatedly said he could settle
the war between Russia and
Ukraine in one day if he was
elected president. He would go
on to claim that Putin would
never have invaded had Trump
been president, the National
Public Radio reported.
On Tuesday, Trump said he is
ready to meet Putin anytime,
but at the same time, he
warned that he would likely
impose sanctions on Russia if
the latter does not come to the
negotiations table on the issue
of Ukraine.
“It sounds likely,” Trump told
reporters when asked if the US
will impose additional sanc-
tions on Russia if Putin does-
n’t come to the negotiation
table.
Trump also said that Ukraine’s
President Zelensky told him
that he would like to have
peace.
“He’s told me that he wants to
have peace very strongly, but it
takes two to tango. We’ll see
what happens. Anytime they
want, I’ll meet. I’d like to see
that end. Millions of people are
being killed. It’s a vicious sit-
uation,” he said.  

House passes immigrant detention bill 
PTI nWASHIGNTON

The Republican-led House
on Wednesday gave its final

approval to a bill that requires
the detainment of unauthorised
immigrants accused of theft
and violent crimes, marking
the first legislation that US
President Donald Trump can
sign as Congress, with some
bipartisan support, swiftly
moved in line with his plans to
crackdown on illegal immigra-
tion.
Passage of the Laken Riley
Act, named after a Georgia
nursing student who was mur-
dered last year by a Venezuelan
man, shows just how sharply
the political debate over immi-
gration has shifted to the right
following Trump’s election vic-
tory.
Immigration policy has often
been one of the most
entrenched issues in Congress,
but a crucial faction of 46
politically vulnerable
Democrats joined with
Republicans to lift the strict
proposal to passage on a 263-
156 vote tally.
“For decades, it has been
almost impossible for our gov-
ernment to agree on solutions

for the problems at our border
and within our country,”
Senator Katie Britt, an Alabama
Republican, said.
She called the legislation “per-
haps the most significant
immigration enforcement bill”
to be passed by Congress in
nearly three decades.
Still, the bill would require a
massive ramp-up in US
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’s capabilities, but
it does not include any new
funding.
Meanwhile, the new president
has launched a slew of execu-
tive orders intended to seal off
the border of Mexico to immi-
gration and ultimately deport
millions of immigrants without
permanent legal status in the
US.
On Wednesday, Trump also
cancelled refugee resettlement
while his administration sig-
nalled intentions to prosecute
local law enforcement officials
who do not enforce his new
immigration policies.
Republican congressional lead-
ers have made it clear they
intend to follow suit, though
their toughest challenge will be
finding a way to approve the
funding to actually implement

Trump’s hard-line plans.
“What he’s doing is kick-start-
ing what will ultimately be
our legislative agenda,” said
House Speaker Mike Johnson.
House Republicans initially
passed the legislation last year
with support from 37
Democrats in a move that was
intended to deliver a political
rebuke to then-President Joe
Biden’s handling of the south-
ern border.
It then languished in the
Democratic-controlled Senate. 
This year, Republicans, now
with control of both congres-
sional chambers, have made it
their top priority.When it came
before the Senate, 12
Democrats voted in favour of
passage, and when the House
voted on a version of the bill
earlier this month, 48
Democrats supported it. 
The vast majority of US adults
favour deporting immigrants
convicted of violent crimes,
according to a recent survey by
The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs
Research.
However, only about 37 per
cent of US adults are in favour
of deporting immigrants who
have not been convicted of a

crime.“While the bill is not per-
fect, it sends a clear message
that we think that criminals
should be deported,” said Rep
Tom Suozzi, a New York
Democrat who has called on
his party to support tougher
immigration enforcement.
Under the legislation, federal
authorities would be required
to detain any migrant arrested
or charged with crimes like
shoplifting.
The scope of the proposal was
widened in the Senate to also
include those accused of
assaulting a police officer or
crimes that injure or kill some-
one.
The bill also gives legal stand-
ing to state attorneys general to
sue the federal government
for harm caused by federal
immigration decisions.
That gives states new power in
setting immigration policy
when they have already been
trying to push back against
presidential decisions under
both the Trump and Biden
administrations.
Democrats unsuccessfully
pushed to have that provision
stripped from the bill in the
Senate, saying it would inject
even more uncertainty and

partisanship into immigration
policy.
Ultimately, even the Trump
administration is likely to
struggle to implement the new
requirements unless Congress
follows up later this year with
funding.
Republicans are currently
strategising how to push their
priorities through Congress
through a party-line process
known as budget reconcilia-
tion. They have put the cost of
funding Trump’s border and
deportation priorities at rough-
ly USD 100 billion.
Trump has “laid out the largest
domestic logistical undertaking
of our lifetimes — that being
the deportation of the vast
majority of illegal aliens present
in the United States”, Ken
Cuccinelli, who directed US
Citizenship and Immigration
Services during Trump’s first
presidency, recently told a
Senate panel.
Cuccinelli said it would require
a surge of immigration judges,
prosecutors and other staff,
but Trump has also paved the
way to use military troops,
bases and other resources to
carry out the mass deporta-
tions.

Pentagon sending
active duty troops
to help secure 
US-Mexico border
Washington (PTI): The
Pentagon on Wednesday said it
has begun deploying 1,500
active duty troops to help secure
the southern border in the
coming days, putting in motion
plans US President Donald
Trump laid out in executive
orders shortly after he took
office to crack down on immi-
gration.
Acting Defence Secretary
Robert Salesses said the
Pentagon will provide military
aircraft to support Department
of Homeland Security deporta-
tion flights for more than 5,000
detained migrants and the
troops will assist in the con-
struction of barriers. 
The number of troops and
their mission may soon change,
Salesses said in a statement.It
remains to be seen if they will
end up doing law enforcement,
which would put American
troops in a dramatically differ-
ent role for the first time in
decades. 
The active duty forces will join
the roughly 2,500 US National
Guard and Reserve forces
already there. There are cur-
rently no active duty troops
working along the roughly
3,219-km border.
Personnel started moving to the
border earlier Wednesday,
according to a military official
briefing reporters on the con-
dition of anonymity to provide
additional details on the deploy-
ment.
The troops will include 500
Marines from Camp Pendleton
in California, and the remain-
der will be army personnel.
Troops have done similar duties
in support of Border Patrol
agents in the past, when both
Trump and former president
Joe Biden sent active duty
troops to the border.
Troops are prohibited by law
from doing law enforcement
duties under the Posse
Comitatus Act, but that may
change. Trump has directed
through executive order that the
incoming secretary of defence
and incoming homeland secu-
rity chief report back within 90
days if they think an 1807 law
called the Insurrection Act
should be invoked.

Firefighters struggle to control
massive blaze north of LA
PTI n CASTAIC

Firefighters fought to main-
tain the upper hand on a

huge and rapidly moving wild-
fire that swept through rugged
mountains north of Los Angeles
and resulted in more than
50,000 people being put under
evacuation orders or warnings.
The Hughes Fire broke out late
Wednesday morning and in
less than a day had charred
nearly 16 square miles (41
square kilometers) of trees and
brush near Lake Castaic, a pop-
ular recreation area about 40
miles (64 kilometers) from the
devastating Eaton and Palisades
fires that are burning for a
third week.Though the region
was under a red flag warning for
critical fire risk, winds were not
as fast as they had been when
those fires broke out, allowing
for firefighting aircraft to dump
tens of thousands of gallons of
fire retardant on the latest blaze.
By Wednesday night, about

14% of the Hughes Fire had
been contained. “The situation
that we’re in today is very dif-
ferent from the situation we
were in 16 days ago,” Los

Angeles County Fire Chief
Anthony Marrone said
Wednesday evening.
Red flag warnings were extend-
ed through 10 a.m. Friday in LA

and Ventura counties. Officials
remained concerned that the
Palisades and Eaton fires could
break their containment lines as
firefighters continue watching
for hot spots.
More than 31,000 people have
been ordered to evacuate from
the Hughes Fire, and another
23,000 are under evacuation
warnings, LA County Sheriff
Robert Luna said. There were
no reports of homes or other
structures burned. 
Parts of Interstate 5 near the
Hughes Fire that had been
closed reopened Wednesday
evening. A 30-mile (48-kilome-
ter) stretch of the major north-
south artery had been closed for
emergency vehicles, to move
equipment and to prevent acci-
dents due to smoke billowing
across it. 
Crews on the ground and in
water-dropping aircraft tried
to prevent the wind-driven fire
from moving across the inter-
state and toward Castaic.

Teen fatally shoots female student,
self at Nashville high school: Police
PTI n NASHVILLE

Afemale student was killed
and another student was

wounded on Wednesday in a
shooting in a Nashville high
school cafeteria, police said. 
The 17-year-old shooter, who
was also a student at Antioch
High School, later shot and
killed himself with a handgun,
Metro Nashville Police
spokesperson Don Aaron said
during a news conference.
Police identified him as
Solomon Henderson.
Police chief John Drake said the
shooter “confronted” a 16-
year-old female student in the
cafeteria and opened fire,
killing her. Police identified her
as Josselin Corea Escalante.
Drake said police are looking
into a motive and whether the
students who were shot were
targeted.
The male student who was

wounded suffered a graze, and
was treated and released from
the hospital, Drake said.
Another student was taken to
a hospital for treatment of a

facial injury that happened
during a fall, Aaron said. 
There were two school resource
officers in the building when
the shooting happened around

11 am (local time), Aaron said.
They were not in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the cafeteria and
by the time they got down there
the shooting was over and the
gunman had killed himself,
Aaron said.
The school has about 2,000 stu-
dents and is located in Antioch,
a neighbourhood about 16 km
southeast of downtown
Nashville.  At a family safety
centre close to a hospital, offi-
cials were helping shocked par-
ents to reunite with their chil-
dren.  Dajuan Bernard was
waiting at a Mapco service
station to reunite with his son,
a 10th grader, who was being
held in the auditorium with
other students on Wednesday
afternoon. He first heard of the
shooting from his son who
“was a little startled”, Bernard
said. His son was upstairs from
the cafeteria but said he heard
the gunfire.

Bid to block Trump’s cancellation of
birthright citizenship in federal court
Washington (PTI): A federal
judge in Seattle is set to hear the
first arguments on Thursday in
a multi-state lawsuit seeking to
block President Donald
Trump’s executive order ending
the constitutional guarantee of
birthright citizenship regardless
of the parents’ immigration
status.
US District Judge John
Coughenour scheduled the ses-
sion to consider the request
from Arizona, Illinois, Oregon
and Washington. The case is
one of five lawsuits being
brought by 22 states and a
number of immigrants rights
groups across the country. The
suits include personal testi-
monies from attorneys gener-
al who are US citizens by
birthright, and names pregnant
women who are afraid their
children won’t become US cit-
izens.
The order, signed by Trump on
Inauguration Day, is slated to
take effect on February 19. It
could impact hundreds of

thousands of people born in the
country, according to one of the
lawsuits. In 2022, there were
about 255,000 births of citizen
children to mothers living in
the country illegally and about
153,000 births to two such
parents, according to the four-
state suit filed in Seattle. The
US is among about 30 countries
where birthright citizenship
— the principle of jus soli or
“right of the soil” — is applied.
Most are in the Americas, and
Canada and Mexico are among
them.The lawsuits argue that
the 14th Amendment to the US
Constitution guarantees citi-
zenship for people born and
naturalised in the US, and
states have been interpreting
the amendment that way for a
century.
Ratified in 1868 in the after-

math of the Civil War, the
amendment says: “All persons
born or naturalised in the
United States and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens
of the United States and of the

State wherein they reside.”
Trump’s order asserts that the
children of noncitizens are not
subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States, and orders fed-
eral agencies to not recognise
citizenship for children who
don’t have at least one parent
who is a citizen .
A key case involving birthright
citizenship unfolded in 1898.
The Supreme Court held that
Wong Kim Ark, who was born
in San Francisco to Chinese
immigrants, was a US citizen
because he was born in the
country. After a trip abroad, he
faced being denied reentry by
the federal government on the
grounds that he wasn’t a citizen
under the Chinese Exclusion
Act. But some advocates of
immigration restrictions have
argued that case clearly applied
to children born to parents who
were both legal immigrants.
They say it’s less clear whether
it applies to children born to
parents living in the country
illegally.

Thousands line up for whiff of flower smelling like gym socks
PTI n SYDNEY

The rare unfurling of an
endangered plant that emits

the smell of decaying flesh
drew hundreds of devoted fans
to a greenhouse in Sydney on
Thursday where they joined
three-hour lines to experience
a momentous bloom -– and a
fragrance evoking gym socks
and rotting garbage.
Tall, pointed and smelly, the
corpse flower is scientifically
known as amorphophallus
titanum — or bunga bangkai in
Indonesia, where the plants are
found in the Sumatran rainfor-
est.
But to fans of this specimen,
she’s Putricia — a portmanteau
of “putrid” and “Patricia” eager-
ly adopted by her followers
who, naturally, call themselves

Putricians.  For a week, she has
graced a stately and gothic
display in front of a purple cur-
tain and wreathed in mist from
a humidifier at the Royal
Sydney Botanic Garden.
Her rise to fame since has
been rapid, with up to 20,000
admirers filing past for a
moment in her increasingly
pungent presence. No corpse
flower has bloomed at the gar-
den for 15 years.
“The fact that they open very

rarely, so they flower rarely, is
obviously something that puts
them at a little bit of a disad-
vantage in the wild,” said gar-
den spokesperson Sophie
Daniel, who designed Putricia’s
kooky and funereal display.
“When they open, they have to
hope that another flower is
open nearby, because they can’t

self-pollinate.”
There are thought to be only
300 of the plants in the wild
and fewer than 1,000 world-
wide — including those in
cultivation. Among them is
Putricia, which arrived at the
garden seven years ago.
When her flower was spotted
in December she was just 25
centimeters (10 inches) high.
By Thursday, she was 1.6
metres (5 feet 3 inches) tall -–
and her flower spike was slow-
ly opening like a pleated skirt
around a majestic central tuber,
the yellow-green outer curling
to reveal a burgundy centre. As
excitement grew in Sydney
about the moment of her
bloom, garden staff erected
crowd barriers, giving the
Victorian greenhouse the air of
a rock concert. Fans trod a red

carpet to view Putricia from
behind velvet ropes in a display
inspired by Queen Victoria’s
funeral, the Rocky Horror
Picture Show and the oeuvre of
the late director David Lynch.
Inside, fans took selfies and
leaned in for a sniff — an
increasingly perilous prospect
as Putricia’s odor developed.
One young woman raised her
hands and bowed as though in
worship. On social media, gar-
den staff performed a viral
dance to Chappell Roan’s sum-
mer hit HOT TO GO! against
a backdrop of the stately plant.
It was difficult to say why the
regal, mysterious and stinky
flower had attracted such a fol-
lowing -– but perhaps the
answer lay in the “reverence”
viewers felt in the presence of
“such an amazing living being,”

Daniel said. Along with her
real-life visitors, Putricia’s
online fandom has been rapid,
global and deeply strange -– if
much less smelly. A 24/7 live
stream established by the
botanic garden drew close to a
million views in less than a
week and a shared language of
memes and inside jokes sprang
up.
Frequently deployed acronyms
included WWTF, or we watch
the flower, WDNRP — we do
not rush Putricia – and BBTB,
or blessed be the bloom.
“Putricia is a metaphor for my
life,” wrote one poster, who did
not elaborate. Commenters on
social media made plans to
hurry to the garden as the plant
opened. In just 24 hours,
Putricia’s bloom -– and her
stench -– would be gone. 

Students wait to get off a bus at a unification site following a shooting at the Antioch
High School in Nashville, Tenn., Wednesday. AP/PTI

A helicopter drops water on the Hughes Fire along Castaic Lake in Castaic, Calif.,
Wednesday. AP/PTI

Elon Musk clashes with OpenAI CEO 
PTI nWASHINGTON

Elon Musk is clashing with
OpenAI CEO Sam Altman

over the Stargate artificial intel-
ligence infrastructure project
touted by President Donald
Trump, the latest in a feud
between the two tech billion-
aires that started on OpenAI’s
board and is now testing Musk’s
influence with the new presi-
dent. Trump on Tuesday had
talked up a joint venture invest-
ing up to $500 billion through
a new partnership formed by
OpenAI, the maker of
ChatGPT, alongside Oracle and
SoftBank.
The new entity, Stargate, is
already starting to build out data
centres and the electricity gen-
eration needed for the further
development of fast-evolving AI
technology.
Trump declared it “a resound-
ing declaration of confidence in
America’s potential” under his
new administration, with an ini-
tial private investment of $100
billion that could reach five
times that sum.
But Musk, a close Trump advis-

er who helped bankroll his
campaign and now leads a gov-
ernment cost-cutting initiative,
questioned the value of the
investment hours later.
“They don’t actually have the
money,” Musk wrote on his
social platform X. “SoftBank has
well under $10B secured. I have
that on good authority.”
Altman responded Wednesday
to say Musk was “wrong, as you
surely know” and inviting Musk
to come visit the first site in
Texas that is already under
construction.
“(T)his is great for the country.
i realize what is great for the
country isn’t always what’s opti-
mal for your companies, but in
your new role i hope you’ll
mostly put (America) first,”
Altman wrote, using a US flag
emoji to represent America.
The public clash over Stargate is
part of a years-long dispute
between Musk and Altman that
began with a boardroom rival-
ry over who should run
OpenAI, which both men
helped found. 
Musk, an early OpenAI investor
and board member, sued the

artificial intelligence company
last year alleging it had betrayed
its founding aims as a nonprof-
it research lab benefiting the
public good rather than pursu-
ing profits.
Musk has since escalated the
dispute, adding new claims and
asking for a court order that
would stop OpenAI’s plans to
convert itself into a for-profit
business more fully. A hearing
is set for February in a
California federal court. 
The world’s richest man, whose
companies include Tesla,
SpaceX and X, last year started
his own rival AI company, xAI,
that is building its own big data
center in Memphis, Tennessee.
Musk says it faces unfair com-
petition from OpenAI and its
close business partner
Microsoft, which has supplied
the huge computing resources
needed to build AI systems
such as ChatGPT. Tech news
outlet The Information first
reported on an OpenAI data
center project called Stargate in
March 2024, indicating that it’s
been in the works long before
Trump announced it. 
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S Korean investigators call for
indictment of President Yoon
Seoul (PTI): South Korean
investigators asked prosecu-
tors to indict the country’s
detained President Yoon Suk
Yeol over his short-lived
imposition of martial law
last month, as it accused
him of rebellion, abuse of
power and obstruction of
parliament on Thursday.
Yoon defended his actions
again as he appeared at a
court hearing for the second
time Thursday, saying the
December 3 martial law
decree was only meant to
inform the public of the dan-
ger of an opposition-con-
trolled National Assembly.
He argued the martial law
imposition ended early
because he quickly withdrew
troops after the assembly
voted down his decree.
“The reason for the declara-
tion of martial law wasn’t
about a warning to the oppo-

sition. I was trying to appeal to
the people to draw their strict
supervision and criticism of the
opposition,” Yoon told a hear-
ing at the Constitutional Court.
“No matter how many warn-
ings I would issue to the oppo-
sition, they would have been

useless.” Yoon was impeached
and suspended by the assembly
on December 14. The
Constitutional Court is now
deliberating to determine
whether to formally throw
Yoon out of office or reinstate
him.

‘Russian victory in Ukraine 
will hurt NATO's credibility’
PTI n BRUSSELS

NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutte warned on

Thursday that a Russian vic-
tory over Ukraine would
undermine the dissuasive
force of the world’s biggest
military alliance and that its
credibility could cost trillions
to restore.
NATO has been ramping up
its forces along its eastern
flank with Russia, Belarus and
Ukraine, deploying thousands
of troops and equipment to
deter Moscow from expanding
its war into the territory of any
of the organisation’s 32 mem-
ber countries. “If Ukraine
loses then to restore the deter-
rence of the rest of NATO
again, it will be a much, much
higher price than what we are
contemplating at this moment
in terms of ramping up our
spending and ramping up our
industrial production,” Rutte
said. “It will not be billions
extra; it will be trillions extra,”
he said, on the sidelines of the
World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland.
Rutte insisted that Ukraine’s
Western backers must “step up
and not scale back the sup-
port” they are providing to the

country, almost three years
after Russia’s full-fledged inva-
sion began.
“We have to change the trajec-
tory of the war,” Rutte said,
adding that the West “cannot
allow in the 21st century that
one country invades another
country and tries to colonise
it”. “We are beyond those
days,” he said.
Anxiety in Europe is mount-
ing that US President Donald
Trump might seek to quickly
end the war in talks with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on terms that are
unfavourable to Ukraine, but
Rutte appeared wary about
trying to do things in a hurry.
“If we got a bad deal, it would
only mean that we will see the
president of Russia high-fiving
with the leaders from North
Korea, Iran and China and we
cannot accept that,” the former

Dutch prime minister said.
“That would be geopolitical-
ly a big, big mistake.”
Polish Foreign Minister Radek
Sikorski welcomed Trump’s
acknowledgement that it must
be Russia which should make
the first peace moves, but he
cautioned that “this is not the
Putin that President Trump
knew in his first term”.
On Wednesday, Trump threat-
ened to impose stiff taxes, tar-
iffs and sanctions on Moscow
if an agreement isn’t reached
to end the war, but that warn-
ing will probably fall on deaf
ears in the Kremlin. Russia’s
economy is already weighed
down by a multitude of US
and European sanctions.
Sikorksi warned that Putin
should not be put at the cen-
tre of the world stage over
Ukraine. “The president of the
United States is the leader of
the free world. Vladimir Putin
is an outcast and an indicted
war criminal for stealing
Ukrainian children,” Sikorski
said. “I would suggest that
Putin has to earn the summit,
that if he gets it early, it elevates
him beyond his, significance
and gives him the wrong idea
about the trajectory of this,” he
said. 
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PTI n NEW DELHI

Gold prices rose `170 to hit
a fresh record high of

`82,900 per 10 grams in the
national capital on Thursday
amid a positive global trend,
according to the All India
Sarafa Association.
The precious metal had closed
at `82,730 per 10 grams on
Wednesday.
In about one year, the
precious metal surged `20,180
or 32.17 per cent to `82,900
per 10 grams from `62,720
per 10 grams on February 23,
2024.
Extending the gains for the
seventh straight session, gold
of 99.5 per cent purity
appreciated by `170 to hit an
all-time high level of `82,500
per 10 grams. The metal had
finished at Rs 82,330 per 10
grams in the previous trading
session.
Gold of 99.9 and 99.5 per cent
purity grew `2,320 each in the
last seven trading sessions.
However, silver prices
declined `500 to `93,500 per
kg from the previous close of
`94,000 per kg on Wednesday.
Bullion traders attributed the
rise in precious metal prices to
heightened demand by
jewellers and retailers, along
with a strong trend in the
international markets.
In futures trade on Thursday,
gold contracts for February
delivery rose`19 or 0.02 per
cent to trade at `79,583 per 10
grams on the Multi
Commodity Exchange
(MCX).
However, silver futures
declined `422 or 0.46 per cent
to `91,522 per kg from the
previous close of `91,944 per

kg on Wednesday.
In the overseas markets,
Comex gold futures fell $13.20
per ounce or 0.48 per cent to
$2,757.70 per ounce.
“Gold prices traded flat-to-
negative on Thursday,
weighed down by a recovery
in the US dollar and Treasury
yields,” Saumil Gandhi, Senior
Analyst - Commodities at
HDFC Securities, said. 
The US Dollar index and
Treasury yields traded up after
the positive close in the
previous session, which caps
the further upside in gold and
prompts some selling in the
gold price on Thursday,
Gandhi added.
According to Augmont’s Head
of Research Renisha
Chainani, Gold is on the verge
of hitting record highs and
could do so within the next
day or two. The remarks made
by newly elected US President
Donald Trump on tariffs are
driving the bullish
momentum.
Silver Comex futures quoted
1.03 per cent lower in the
Asian market hours at $31.10
per ounce.
Further, Chainani, said,
“Trump announced that his
government was considering
levying a 25 per cent tax on
Canada and Mexico”.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Indian Energy Exchange
(IEX) on Thursday posted a

nearly 17 per cent rise in its
consolidated net profit to Rs
107.29 crore, mainly driven
by higher revenues.
The company had reported a
consolidated net profit of
`91.80 crore for the quarter
ended December 31, 2023, a
BSE filing showed. 
Its total income rose to
`160.53 crore in the quarter
from `141.21 crore a year ago.
The Board of Directors has
also approved the payment of
an interim dividend of `1.50
per equity share, having a face
value of `1 each for 2024-25.
The record date for
ascertaining the name of
members/beneficial owners
entitled to receive the interim
dividend is Friday, January
31, 2025.
IEX, in a statement, said that
during the quarter, IEX
achieved an electricity traded
volume of 30.5 billion units
(BU), marking a 15.9 per cent
year-on-year rise and traded
26.52 lakh Renewable Energy
Certificates (RECs),
recording a 31 per cent
growth.

According to the statement,
adequate availability of fuel in
this quarter led to higher
liquidity on the exchange
platform, as the sell quantum
increased by 62 per cent
(year-on-year) in the day-
ahead market, leading to
softening prices. 
For Q3 FY25 (October-
December 2024), prices in the
day ahead market averaged
`3.71/unit, a decline of nearly
26 per cent year-on-year. 
These prices presented an
opportunity for discoms and
commercial and industrial
consumers to meet their
demand at a competitive price
and replace their costlier
power by procuring through
exchanges, it stated.

The company said its
consolidated profit after tax
(net profit) for 9M FY25
(April to December 2024)
increased by 22.8 per cent to
`312.1 crore from `254.1
crore in the year-ago period.
On the gas market front, the
Indian Gas Exchange (IGX)
traded a total volume of 162
lakh MMBtu for Q3 FY25
compared to 84 lakh MMBtu
in Q3 FY24, a growth of 93
per cent.
The profit after tax for IGX
for Q3 FY25 was ` 8.3 crore
compared to `7.4 crore in Q3
FY24, a rise of 13 per cent. 
For the nine months till
December FY25, IGX PAT
rose 18 per cent year-on-year
to `22 crore. 

PTI n DAVOS

Growing geo-economic
fragmentation can

decrease global GDP by up to
$5.7 trillion, giving it a bigger
blow than the financial crisis
of 2008 or the COVID-19
pandemic, a new study
showed on Thursday.
India and some other
emerging economies can bear
the biggest burden in the most
extreme fragmentation
scenario, it cautioned.
Countries are increasingly
using the global financial and
trading systems to advance
geopolitical objectives through
sanctions, industrial policies,
and other economic measures,
the World Economic Forum
said while releasing the report
here during its Annual
Meeting 2025.
The Navigating Global
Financial System
Fragmentation report
estimated that fragmentation
resulting from statecraft
policies could cost the global
economy $0.6 trillion to $5.7
trillion – up to 5 per cent of
global GDP – due to reduced
trade and cross-border capital
flows as well as lost economic

efficiencies.
It could also increase global
inflation by more than 5 per
cent in a very high
fragmentation scenario, it
added. The report, developed
in collaboration with Oliver
Wyman, showed that the
economic impact of rising
geo-economic fragmentation
could surpass the disruptions
caused by the 2008 financial
crisis or the COVID-19
pandemic. 
Countries have been
increasingly using the
financial system to advance
their geopolitical objectives –

evidenced by a 370 per cent
rise in sanctions since 2017,
along with subsidies,
industrial policies and
discussions about the creation
of parallel financial
architectures.
The report called on policy-
makers to adopt economic
statecraft that fosters
cooperation, sustainable
development and resilience in
the global economy.
The impact of fragmentation
on inflation rates and GDP
growth depends heavily on the
policies adopted by global
leaders, WEF said.

With a principled approach,
policymakers can advance
appropriate policies for their
economies and societies while
mitigating unintended effects
on areas like cost of living and
GDP growth, it added.
In the most extreme
fragmentation scenario, a full
economic decoupling between
Eastern and Western blocs
would force unaligned
countries to trade exclusively
with their most significant
economic partner, it
cautioned. 
These nations could see GDP
growth drop by over 10 per
cent – nearly double the global
average – with India, Brazil,
Turkiye, and emerging
economies in Latin America,
Africa and South-East Asia
bearing the greatest burden.
“Fragmentation not only fuels
inflation but also negatively
impacts economic growth
prospects, particularly in
emerging markets and
developing economies that
depend on an integrated
financial system for their
continued development,” said
Matt Strahan, Private Markets
Lead, World Economic
Forum. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

There is a significant
progress in the

negotiations for the proposed
free trade agreement (FTA)
between India and European
Union (EU), an official said on
Thursday.
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal was in
Brussels last week to meet
European Commissioner for
Trade Maros Sefcovic to take
stock of the progress of the
negotiations.
“Good progress is there on
India-EU FTA. There is a
significant progress in talks,”
the official said, without
divulging more details.
During the meeting between
Goyal and Sefcovic, the two
sides agreed to build a
commercially meaningful
trade agenda and work
towards a mutually beneficial
trade pact.
The two leaders have also
outlined political directions for
both the teams to develop a
mutually beneficial agenda for
trade and investment and a
robust FTA in an expedited
manner to meet global
challenges.
The meeting came ahead of the

10th round of talks between
India and the EU, which is
scheduled from March 10-14
in Brussels.
In the ninth round, both sides
discussed trade issues covering
goods, services, investment
and government procurement
along with necessary rules
such as rules of origin, SPS
(sanitary and phytosanitary),
and technical barriers to trade.
In June 2022, India and the 27-
nation EU bloc resumed the
negotiations after a gap of over
eight years. It was stalled in
2013 due to differences over
several issues.
The total trade stood at $180
billion in 2023-24. India
exported $75.18 billion in
goods and $31.13 billion in
services to the EU, while the
EU exported $63.44 billion in
goods and $31.35 billion in
services to India.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The government in FY26
Budget should announce

an “effective” personal income
tax cut to support
consumption and demand,
Barclays said on Thursday.
In its FY25-26 Union Budget
preview, Barclays said the key
ask from the Budget, to be
presented on February 1, is to
support growth while
adhering to fiscal
consolidation path.
Barclays, India Chief
Economist, Aastha Gudwani
said in a quest to support
consumption, the finance
minister should provide an
effective personal income tax
rate cut by further tweaking
the tax slabs. This is unlikely to
have a sizable fiscal cost.
“That said, improved tax
buoyancy will likely make up
for revenue foregone under
this announcement. We think
a boost to consumption is
needed, especially with private
investment also now awaiting
the increase in demand
growth,” Gudwani said.
Barclays expects Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
to announce changes to the
new tax regime, making it

lucrative for more and more
taxpayers.
In the last Budget, the
government had increased
standard deduction for
salaried taxpayer to `75,000,
and deduction on family
pension for pensioners to Rs
25,000 under the new tax
regime, which offers lower rate
of taxes.
The new tax regime exempts
income up to `3 lakh. Those
earning annually between `3-
7 lakh pay 5 per cent tax, Rs 7-
10 lakh (10 per cent), `10-12
lakh (15 per cent), `12-15 lakh
(20 per cent) and above `15
lakh (30 per cent).
Barclays said another potential
option to boost disposable
income and purchasing power
while containing inflation,
could be a reduction in excise
duty for fuel.
Retail prices for fuel have
remained almost constant

since 2022 despite lower global
crude prices. Barclays said
customs duty announcements
in Budget will be pivotal to
understand government’s
response to tariffs under
Trump 2.0.
Given the uncertainty that
Trump 2.0 brings along with,
slower global trade and a
fragmented world order is a
reality India needs to prepare
for. “We thus expect multiple
tweaks in customs duty
structure , especially on items
where dumping concerns
from China are rising (eg,
steel, glass, basic metals). We
expect a modest increase in
customs duty collections in
FY25-26 vs FY24-25,”
Gudwani said.
Barclays expects the
government to overachieve the
fiscal deficit target for current
fiscal by 20 basis points, at 4.7
per cent of GDP and 2025-26
deficit to be pegged at 4.5 per
cent of GDP or about `16.3
lakh crore.
Barclays said it awaits the debt
consolidation roadmap from
FY26-27 onwards to see by
when the finance minister sees
general government debt-to-
GDP fall to the 60 per cent
target.

PTI n MUMBAI

Stock markets extended
gains for the second day on

Thursday helped by buying in
IT, consumer durables and
commodity stocks amid a
largely positive trend in global
markets.
In a volatile trade, the 30-
share index rose by 115.39
points or 0.15 per cent to
settle at 76,520.38. The
barometer started on a
negative note dropping by 202
points to a low of 76,202.12.
The index pared losses later
and climbed 338.55 points or
0.44 per cent to hit a high of
76,743.54.
The broader NSE Nifty rose
by 50 points or 0.22 per cent
to end at 23,205.35.
From the Sensex pack,
UltraTech Cement, Mahindra
& Mahindra, Sun
Pharmaceutical, Zomato,
Tech Mahindra, Tata Steel,
Tata Motors, Titan, ITC and
Bajaj Finance were the major
gainers.
In contrast, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, HCL Technologies,
PowerGrid, Reliance
Industries, State Bank of
India, Hindustan Unilever,
IndusInd Bank, Nestle India
and Axis Bank were among
the laggards.
“Uncertainty lingers whether
the trade tariff measures will
affect global trade, instigate

higher inflation, and
currencies volatility. The
trend holds a declining
momentum YTD with a
pause today contemplating
the upcoming 2025 budget,
which has a muted
expectation,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services, said.
Meanwhile in-line Q3 results
showcasing QoQ growth to
the indices suggesting that Q4
will be much better, Nair said.
In broader markets, the BSE
smallcap index rose 0.67 per
cent and midcap gauge
jumped 1.78 per cent.
Among BSE sectoral indices,
Consumer Durables rose the
most by 1.95 per cent,
Commodities by 1.86 per
cent, Focused IT by 1.79 per
cent, Information Technology
by 1.51 per cent, Services 1.42
per cent and Consumer

Discretionary and Healthcare
went up 1.28 per cent each.
On the other hand, Energy,
Bankex and Oil & Gas were
the only laggards.
Overall, the market breadth
was positive as 2,119 stocks
advanced while 1,842
declined and 106 remained
unchanged on the BSE.
The market capitalisation of
BSE-listed companies rose by
`2,75,359.24 crore to
`4,24,63,686.80 crore or $4.91
trillion.
“Despite a tepid start during
the day, the benchmark soon
gave up its losses after a surge
led by gains in IT helped the
indices recover. The sector’s
sentiments were further
buoyed by optimism
surrounding President
Donald Trump’s private-
sector investment plan for AI
infrastructure.

“However, the gains
experienced a holdback
driven by concerns over
moderation in earnings,”
Ameya Ranadive Chartered
Market Technician, CFTe, Sr
Technical Analyst, StoxBox,
said.
An overall positive trend was
also seen throughout the
broader market. Sectorally, IT
remained the key gainer, led
by a positive earnings outlook
and optimistic sectoral view,
Ranadive added.
On the stock-specific front,
UltraTech Cement gained
approximately 6 per cent
during the latter part of the
trading session, led by
positive earnings. In Asian
markets, Tokyo, Shanghai and
Hong Kong were trading in
positive territory while Seoul
was quoting in the negative.
US markets ended higher in
overnight deals on
Wednesday.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude fell 0.34 per cent to
$78.73 a barrel.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth `4,026.25
crore on Wednesday,
according to exchange data.
On Wednesday, the 30-share
BSE Sensex surged 566.63
points to close at 76,404.99
and the NSE Nifty climbed
130.70 points to settle at
23,155.35. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

The rupee declined 12
paise to settle at 86.47

(provisional) against the US
dollar on Thursday amid the
strengthening American
currency and continuous
outflow of foreign funds.
However, positive domestic
equity markets and lower
crude oil prices supported
the Indian currency at lower
level, forex traders said.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened
at 86.46 and moved between
high of 86.38 and low of
86.52 against the greenback
during the session. The local
unit settled at 86.47
(provisional) against the US
dollar, registering a loss of 12
paise from its previous close.
On Wednesday, the rupee
appreciated 23 paise to close
at 86.35 against the dollar.
Anuj Choudhary, Research
Analyst at Mirae Asset
Sharekhan, said the rupee
declined on a strong US
dollar and recovery in the
US treasury yields. FII
outflows too weighed down
the local unit. However,

weak crude oil prices and
positive domestic markets
cushioned the downside.
“Investors may remain
cautious ahead of Bank of
Japan’s monetary policy
tomorrow. BoJ is expected to
hike interest rates by 25 bps.
USD-INR spot price is
expected to trade in a range
of `86.20-86.80,” he said.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of
six currencies, was trading
0.07 per cent higher at
108.04.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, was down 0.16
per cent to $78.87 per barrel
in futures trade.
In the domestic equity
market, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 115.39
points, or 0.15 per cent, to
settle at 76,520.38, while the
Nifty rose 50 points, or 0.22
per cent, to 23,205.35.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) remained net
sellers in the capital markets
on Wednesday, offloading
shares worth `4,026.25
crore, according to exchange
data. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

The wide-ranging
sanctions imposed by the

US on the Russian oil sector
have started to dent near-
term oil flows to India with
state-owned Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL) saying not enough
cargoes are available for
March.
The US on January 10 issued
sweeping sanctions targeting
the Russian energy sector.
The measures include
sanctions on Russian oil
producers Gazprom Neft and
Surgutneftegas, the
blacklisting of 183 vessels
involved in Russian energy
exports, and curbs on dozens
of oil traders, oilfield service
providers, tanker owners and
managers, insurance
companies and energy
officials.
The sanctions were
announced at a time when
Indian refiners had started to
negotiate for March cargoes.
BPCL Director (Finance)
Vetsa Ramakrishna Gupta
told in an analyst call on
Thursday that Russian oil
had been booked for January
and February in the previous
two months but for March
“we are not getting sufficient
cargoes”.
The company saw Russian oil
in the overall basket of crude
oil it processes into fuels like
petrol and diesel, falling to
20 per cent in March from 31
per cent in the October-
December quarter, he said.
Russian oil made up for 34-
35 per cent of all oil that
BPCL processed at the start
of the current financial year
in April 2024.
He said there is enough oil

available in the market and
the company would look at
alternatives such as the
Middle East to replace the
lost volumes from Russia.
Russia made up for just 0.2
per cent of all oil imported by
India in the year ended on
March 31, 2022. India,
however, became the second
biggest buyer of Russian
crude oil since Moscow
invaded Ukraine in February
2022, with purchases rising
to almost 40 per cent of the
country’s total oil purchases.
The rise was primarily
because Russian crude oil
was available at a discount to
other internationally traded
oil due to the price cap and
the European nations
shunning purchases from
Moscow.
In 2024, Russian crude
imports to India averaged 1.7
million barrels per day,
making the OPEC+ producer
its largest supplier.
Gupta said the discounts on
Russian oil have shrunk to
$3-3.2 per barrel from $3.5-4
at the start of the fiscal and
$8.5 in fiscal year 2023-24.
This month, India has

decided to shun deliveries
made by tankers that have
been sanctioned by the US in
the latest round.
Russia used these tankers to
ship oil to countries like
India and China after the
Group of Seven (G7)
countries in 2022 imposed a
$60 a barrel price cap on
exports by the Kremlin. This
cap, introduced to limit
Moscow’s revenues to fund
its war in Ukraine, meant
that Western shipping and
insurance services were not
available for any oil cargo
that was priced more than
$60 per barrel.
To circumvent that, Russia
used the so-called shadow
fleet, insured by its own
companies. This fleet has
now been sanctioned.
There is a wind-down period
until March 12, which will
allow for existing contracts
to finish.
“For the first two months,
there will be no disruption.
Within two months we will
probably see new
arrangements emerging in
terms of oil coming to India,”
a senior government source

said. 
Sanctioned Russian tankers
will not be allowed to dock at
Indian ports, the source said,
adding that the only
exception would be for
Russian oil cargoes booked
before January 10, provided
they unload by March 12.
The sanctions sent global oil
prices to $83-84 a barrel but
Gupta saw this as a
temporary phenomenon and
oil should settle in the $75-80
range soon.
In the worst-case scenario,
Russian crude, which India
was getting at a discount, will
not be available at a discount,
he added.
In an attempt to restrict
funds for Russia’s war
machine, The Group of
Seven rich nations, the
European Union and
Australia put an embargo on
Russian crude and
introduced a $60 per barrel
price cap in December 2022.
Over the next 12 months, the
price cap and embargo had a
significant impact on
revenues and forced Russia
to find new markets and
ways to transport its oil.
Russia did this by offering
deep discounts on its Urals
grade crude.
In the first year of the
sanctions, Russia was losing,
on an average, 23 per cent of
its Urals crude export
revenues every month due to
the price cap and embargo.
This figure has fallen sharply
to a mere monthly average of
9 per cent in the second year
of the cap. This is because
Russia built a network of
‘shadow’ tankers, which
could trade its oil above the
cap to new markets in non-
sanctioning countries. 

Growing geo-economic fragmentation
can decrease global GDP: WEF report

Sensex rises for second day on gains in IT 

Indian Energy Exchange net profit
rises nearly 17 per cent in Q3

Rupee falls 12 paise to settle
at 86.47 against US dollar

US sanctions hit Russian oil supply to India Gold hits fresh all-time high
of `82,900 per 10 grams

Significant progress in talks
on India-EU FTA: Official

Budget should announce tax
cuts for individuals: Barclays
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Book: Mathura: A Tapestry of
Art and Devotion

Author: Goswami, Sangeeta
Bhatnagar, Pradip Bhatnagar

Publisher: Niyogi Books
Price: �850

Book: Around Varanasi 
in Assi days

Author: Raja Venkateswara
Publisher: Rupa Publication

Price: �395

Book: The Diamond That Cuts
Through Illusion

Author:Thich Nhat Hanh
Publisher: Aleph Book

Company
Price: �399

Book: Job Charnock and The
Potter’s Boy

Author: Madhurima Vidyarthi
Publisher: Niyogi Books

Price: �595

Book: Timeline India:
Rediscovery of the Chronology
of A Ten Millennia Civilization

Author: Rajnish Karki 
Publisher: Rupa Publication

Price: �795
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N E W  L A U N C H

At the age of 86 years,
veteran journalist Rami
Chhabra made a debut

in novel writing with her book
‘Becoming the Storm’. She had
been India’s one of the first
few women journalists who
broke the glass ceiling to
straddle the media space in
the national capital. Chhabra
had also been a prominent
face in women’s movements.
She also led South Asian
women’s movements. Her
reports also formed the basis
for some of the measures of
the government for
empowerment of women.
Having spent decades in the
women’s movements in South
Asia, Chhabra aptly has given
centre stage to a woman’s tryst
with modernity. With Indu as
the protagonist of the novel,
Chhabra takes readers on a
journey that saw women of
India battling conflicts of
traditions with modernity.
Chhabra headed an NGO
Streebal which worked against
early marriages and dowry. In
the 1970s, several women
organisations had come
together to fight against
dowry. Her campaigns for
empowerment of women find
resonance in her fictional
accounts of the conflicts
between modernity and
tradition. Importantly,
Chhabra’s accounts of Indu’s
fight for identity are set in the
backdrop of India also gaining
strength in the early years
since Independence. Yet, the
backdrop to Indu’s tales is also
set by India’s three wars in
quick succession – 1962 with
China, 1965 with Pakistan,
and the 1971 War of
Independence of Bangladesh.
Chhabra takes readers
through the sombre mood in
Delhi in the wake of the All
India radio breaking the news
that China attacked in NEFA
(North East Frontier Area).
The NEFA is now called
Arunachal Pradesh. 
The author brings back
memories of the outpouring
of emotions all across the
country in the wake of China
attacking India. She states in
the book that the people
voluntarily flocked to the
railway stations to offer their
moral support to the
personnel of the Indian army
who were transiting to the
eastern and the western
sectors of the border with
China. The final moments of
India’s first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru also find
rich mention in the book.
Having witnessed history
from the close quarters,
Chhabra gives accounts of the

passing away of Nehru and the
subsequent scenes at his
residence as the people
queued up to pay their last
respects to the departed
leader. Chhabra recalls in the
book Indira Gandhi “holding
herself steadily while her eyes
had turned red as she stood in
one corner when the people
paid their respects to the late
Nehru”. The author’s accounts
of Indu also essay India’s
transformation in the 1960s
and the 1970s. The
industrialisation of India is
also set in the backdrop as
Indu deals with her marriage
and new home where she
suffers setbacks from her
expectations through her in-
laws.
The people also rushed to
partake in the
industrialisation of India with
the stock market tales also

finding space in the novels of
the veteran journalist. In
essence, the conflict between
tradition and modernity has
never ceased. The book
spotlights a woman’s
perspective on the issue. It is
indeed true that the women
have a lot more to gain to
claim their rightful places in
all walks of life. The fact that
crimes against women still
remain at worrisome levels
testify to the concerns of
Chhabra expressed in her
debut novel. It’s indeed
creditworthy that Chhabra
made a debut into novel
writing at an age of 86 years. 
The book brings alive the
charm of Delhi in decades
after India’s Independence.
Chhabra has given vivid
descriptions of the Delhi
cantonment area where the
protagonists lived and also of
Chandni Chowk.
Connoisseurs of Delhi’s
history will find the book
valuable, for it brings
authentic first hand accounts
of the national capital from
decades when the city went
into transformation in major
ways. Besides, the book,
which has been published by
BluOne Ink, also sensitise
readers to concerns of women.
True, intra-family conflicts
have several dimensions. A
balance in tradition and
modernity will be sane advice
for one embarking on a
married life. “Becoming the
Storm’ is, thus, a story that is
still playing out in the lives of
many people.

It was during the 2020–2021
hospitalisation due to the Covid-19
pandemic I read Death – An Inside

Story, authored by Sadhguru Jaggi
Vasudev of Isha Foundation. I was in the
ICU of Kochi Medical College and had
the unfortunate experience of watching
other patients being rolled out after they
succumbed to the pandemic. The book
by Sadhguru helped me to get rid of
whatever apprehension I had about
death. Sadhguru, in his characteristic
style, convinced the readers that death
too is a beautiful experience as birth.
This time around during my sojourn in
hospital, I had two books with me, both
authored by Swami Mukundananda. The
books were Nourish Your Soul and
Spiritual Secrets from Hinduism (both
published by Rupa Publications) and
gave me good company even as the
nurses were struggling to find the veins
in my body to jab the high-power
antibiotics into the system every six
hours or so. Mukundananda (64) holds a
B.Tech degree from IIT-Delhi and an
MBA from IIM Calcutta and had worked

as a corporate chieftain for a few years
before renouncing materialistic life to
become a disciple of Jagadguru Kripaluji
Maharaj, a renowned spiritual leader.
What makes Swami Mukundananda
different from other authors is the ease
and élan with which he communicates
his thoughts to the readers without
hurting anybody and taunting any
religions. While evangelists and
preachers proselytise people by
addressing them as sinners and kafirs,
Mukundananda does not discriminate
against people based on their religion or
ideology. For him, all are equal and his
mission is to spread the real Good Word.
The book Nourishing Your Soul is about
the life and times of 11 great Indian sages
and the sufferings undertaken by them
in their journey while crossing the ocean
of life. All of them are enslaved to the
Supreme Being and never dreamt of any
luxury or well-being for themselves

other than peace and prosperity
throughout the universe. He has
carefully selected the sages and monks
who attained spirituality through their
prayers, deeds, words and commitment.
The chances of the present generation of
Indians having heard about them are
quite remote, as our ‘ace’ historians
successfully succeeded in wiping out
even the last vestiges of these great men
and women from our academic curricula
for obvious reasons like national
integration and communal harmony.
Meerabai, Adi Shankaracharya, Soordas,
Tukaram, Kabirdas, Ravidas, Andal,
Ramanujacharya, Purandara Dasa,
Vallabhacharya and Tyagaraja are the
sages and seers who have been featured
in this collection. The author has
presented a crisp and sharp account of
these persons and the readers are moved
to tears when they come across the
sufferings and dedication experienced by

them in their path to eternal sainthood.
According to Mukundananda, saints are
the embodiment of purity and goodness,
being endowed with God’s infinite love
and grace. “Their mere presence makes a
place holy. Elevated devotees transform
wherever they go into a pilgrimage site,
for they hold God in their heart,” says the
author in the introduction to the book.
“Eleven remarkable God-centred saints
who graced the land of Bharat,” is how
Mukundananda describes the characters
he has selected to feature in this parade.
The book begins with the life story of
Meerabai, the bhakti-saint who lived in
the 16th century. For our generation,
Radha and Meera were the embodiment
and epitomisation of love, dedication
and devotion. Meera, popularly known
as Meerabai, is unique in all respects as
her love for her Giridhar Gopal is filled
with selflessness. She knew very well that
she would never be able to serve her

master and lover in human form. Despite
this truth, she was committed in her
devotion and love and she wrote
hundreds of poems like Payo Ji Maine
Ram Ratan Dhan Payo... a bhajan/hymn
which retains its charm and lyrical
beauty even today.
Adi Shankaracharya, the Kaladi-born
monk who held the famous Shankara
Digvijaya Yatra along the length and
breadth of the subcontinent and unified
Bharat society through his teachings and
lyrical compositions, should be a source
of enlightenment and inspiration to
ordinary mortals. Shankara taught the
world that the science of mind
management was the most useful skill in
life. The Kanakadhara Stotra, composed
by Acharya in praise of Goddess
Lakshmi, and the Ganesha
Pancharatnam Stotra, penned by the
saint philosopher way back in the 8th
century, remain unparalleled and take

listeners on a one-way flight to heaven.
The lyrics by the mystic get life and
emotion when they are rendered by the
likes of M.S. Subbulakshmi and M.L.
Vasanthakumari.
The debate between Shankaracharya and
Mandan Misra on the relative merits of
Mimansa and Advaita viewpoints, in
which the former demolished the
concept of the so-called Dravidian
philosophy, is enthralling. 
Bhaja Govindam – described as a wake-
up call to a soul in slumber. The exotic
poetic beauty and perfection of
composition elevate Bhaja Govindam to
a state of devotional bliss. 
Space constraints prevent me from
elaborating about all the saints who
feature in this collection. But if I fail to
mention Saint Tyagaraja (1767–1847),
one of the Trinity of Carnatic Music, it
would be an unconscionable sin.
Tyagaraja, the saint and composer of
Carnatic hymns and kritis (poems), a
proof of his adoration and salutation to
Lord Rama, should be heard to enjoy
them. Born at Tiruvaiyaru on the banks
of the River Kaveri, Tyagaraja is
described as the most famous son of this
landscape. His parents were Rama
Brahmam and Sitamma. When
Tyagaraja wrote and sang Sitamma
Mayamma, Sri Ramudu Matandri, he
was celebrating his earthly parents as
well as proclaiming Sita and Rama to be
his parents (It Happened Along the
Kaveri by Padma Seshadri and Padma
Malini Sundararaghavan – Niyogi
Books). One gets the feeling that this
world is a beautiful place because of the
hymns and bhajans composed by the
likes of Meera Bai and Saint Tyagaraja.
Nourishing Your Soul is not an ordinary
work; it is the much-needed energiser
and nourisher of the mind and shows to
the world that Bharat was a Vishwa Guru
even before the advent of AI, satellites
and the internet.

“Abook is a doorway to
countless worlds, and
poetry is the rhythm that
brings those worlds to
life.” This sentiment was

at the heart of an event at the India
International Centre in New Delhi, where
Padamjit Sehrawat’s poetry collection,
Udaan, was launched. Former Indian
cricket captain and World Cup winner
Kapil Dev unveiled the book, sharing
profound thoughts on passion and
success.
“When passion becomes your profession,
the concept of struggle disappears.
Passion brings joy, not hardship,” said
Kapil Dev at the event. He emphasised the
importance of self-awareness, adding,
“True success lies in recognising yourself
before seeking to impress others.” His
remarks captured the essence of the
evening, celebrating the resilience and
inspiration found in poetry.
The title Udaan, meaning “flight,”
beautifully encapsulates the core message
of Sehrawat’s poetry. It urges readers to
rise above challenges, embrace courage,
and view life with optimism. The
collection consists of poems that delve
into themes of hope, personal growth,
and inner strength. Each verse offers a
fresh perspective, guiding readers to see
struggles not as obstacles but as stepping
stones toward self-discovery.
Sharing his inspiration, Sehrawat said,
“My poems reflect the lessons life teaches
us. They aim to guide readers toward
resilience and optimism, no matter the
circumstances.” His words reflect the
essence of Udaan, making it more than a
collection of poems, it becomes a
companion for those navigating life’s
uncertainties.
Padamjit Sehrawat is a man of many
talents, which enriches his work. A
former cricketer who competed in
prestigious tournaments like the Ranji
Trophy and Deodhar Trophy, he has also
built a reputation as a cricket
commentator for international sports

channels. Beyond sports, he is a singer,
musician, and motivational speaker.
These diverse experiences infuse his
poetry with unique perspectives,
blending creativity and depth to connect
with readers on a personal level.
Kapil Dev brought his characteristic
humour to the launch, remarking,
“There’s no bigger thief than a cricketer,
they steal runs! But even this is a positive
theft.” He compared this light-hearted
analogy to the uplifting nature of
Sehrawat’s poetry, which encourages
readers to focus on life’s brighter side.
Udaan offers readers a chance to rise
beyond obstacles and discover strength
within themselves. The book reminds us
that challenges can be transformed into
opportunities for growth and hope.The
collection is a journey of reflection and
empowerment, making it a must-read
for those seeking positivity and
motivation.

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: Udaan
Authored by 

Padamjit Sehrawat

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: Nourishing Your Soul

Author: Swami Mukundananda
Publisher: Rupa

Price: �395

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: Becoming the Storm

Author: Rami Chhabra
Publisher: Occam

Price: �899
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Gukesh becomes highest-ranked Indian
in FIDE rankings, displaces Erigaisi
PTI n NEW DELHI

Continuing his rapid rise,
world champion D

Gukesh dethroned compatriot
Arjun Erigiasi to become the
highest-ranked Indian chess
player, at fourth, in the latest
FIDE rankings on Thursday.
Gukesh, 18, achieved the feat
when he logged his second
victory in the Tata Steel
Tournament in Wijk Aan Zee
(Netherlands) defeating
Vincent Keymer of Germany.
Gukesh, who was awarded the
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna
recently, has amassed 2784
rating points, while Erigaisi,
who was the highest-ranked
Indian for a long time, has
slipped to fifth with 2779.5
rating points.
Norway's Magnus Carlsen
continues to be the
undisputed world No.1 with
2832.5 points, followed by
United States' Grandmaster
Hikaru Nakamura (2802) and

country-mate Fabiano
Caruana (2798).
Gukesh has been in sublime
form ever since he beat
China's Ding Liren to clinch
the world title in Singapore in
December last year.
He took a break from the
game to attend to functions
and festivities back home and
skipped the World Rapid and
Blitz Championship in New
York.

On his return to the board,
Gukesh has not lost a single
game in Wijk Aan Zee. He has
two victories and three draws
so far in the tournament with
eight rounds still to go.
Erigaisi had became India's
top-rated player in September
last year and in December
achieved his peak rating of
2801, which had made him
the 15th-highest rated player
in history and only the second

U19 T20 Women's World Cup: India
outclass Sri Lanka, enter Super Six
PTI n KUALA LUMPUR

Opener G Trisha's
composed 49 and pacers'

excellent new ball spell
fashioned India's lopsided
60-run win over Sri Lanka
and their entry into the Super
Six of the ICC U19 T20
Women's World Cup as
Group A toppers here on
Thursday. 
On a spiteful pitch, Trisha's
44-ball knock (5x4, 1x6) was
worth its weight in gold as it
guided India to a competitive
118 for nine. 
Pacers VJ Joshitha and
Shabnam then tore through
the Lankan top-order to
reduce them to nine for four
in 3.2 overs, and run out of
skipper Manudi
Nanayakkara an over later
had them reeling at 12 for
five. 
Sri Lanka were eventually
restricted to 58 for nine in 20
overs as India finished the
group engagements with all-
win record in three matches. 
There was not much life left

in Sri Lanka's chase once the
spinners were introduced,
and India's assortment of
left-arm orthodox tweakers
did the mopping up job to
perfection. 
Rashmika Sewwandi (15,
12b, 2x4) looked in good
touch for the while she
lasted, but mounting asking
rate forced her to take
chances against Parunika
Sisodia, and got caught in the
deep. 
It was also the only double
digit score in the Lankan

innings. 
Sisodia (2/7) was the pick
among spinners as she and
her colleagues Ayushi Shukla
and Vaishnavi Sharma, who
picked up stunning figures of
5/5 against Malaysia in the
previous match, dismantled
the lower order without
much ado. 
Earlier, India's batting too
went through stormy seas but
Player of the Match Trisha
held together the defending
champions with exemplary
maturity. 

India's batting stars disappoint on Ranji return, Jadeja shines
PTI n MUMBAI

The high-profile return of
India's stars in Ranji

Trophy ended up as a damp
squib with the likes of Rohit
Sharma, Rishabh Pant and
Shubman Gill falling cheaply
on Thursday, unable to click
in the face of some hostile
bowling on the opening day
of their respective matches
across different venues.
Veteran all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja was the only
one who stood out among
the battery of Indian stars as
he took a five-wicket haul
for Saurashtra to dismiss
Pant's Delhi for 188 on a
Rajkot turner. 
However, it was a forgettable
outing for the rest as they
made the slow walk back to
the hut following early
dismissals.
Following a dismal run in
Australia, Rohit returned to
Ranji Trophy for defending
champions Mumbai after a
decade, hoping to get some
runs under his belt ahead of
next month's Champions
Trophy.
But it was not to be at least
in Mumbai's first innings
against Jammu and Kashmir
at the BKC ground here.
Going for his trademark pull
off Umar Nazir, Rohit (3) got
a leading edge which was
caught by J&K skipper Paras

Dogra at mid-off.
His India opening partner
Yashasvi Jaiswal (4) too fell
cheaply for Mumbai. 
The southpaw was pinned in
front of the wicket by Auqib
Nabi, who made the most of
the fresh wicket to move the
new ball dangerously off the
surface.
Named in the squad for the
Champions Trophy, Shreyas
Iyer (11) was caught at mid
on off pacer Yudhvir Singh. 
While the turnout to watch
the India cricketing stars at
the stadium was low, those
in nearby buildings, who
were watching the action
from their office floors,
returned to work soon after
the 37-year-old Rohit was
dismissed.
Anticipating fan interest, the
Mumbai Cricket Association
had made temporary seating
arrangements for about 500
people at the BKC. The
turnout, however, was not
too high and some empty
chairs could be seen.
Mumbai were eventually
bowled out for a paltry 120
in 33.2 overs. The team left
out their in-form teenage
opener Ayush Mhatre to
accommodate the stars.
The 17-year-old Mhatre has
struck two hundreds and a
half century this season,
including a 93-ball 148 in
their previous game against

Saurashtra which Mumbai
won by five wickets earlier
this month. 
This is the only Ranji game
that Rohit, Jaiswal and Iyer
are expected to play given
that the ODI series against
England is due to start early
next month and they would
be joining the Indian ranks
for it.
Pant fizzles; Jadeja shines
In Rajkot, Pant showed up
for Delhi in a first-class
game for the first time since
the 2017-2018 season and
his stay in the middle did

not last long.
The flamboyant left-hander
was dismissed for 1 off 10
balls by veteran Saurashtra
left-arm spinner
Dharmendrasingh Jadeja.
He attempted a sweep only
to be caught at deep square
leg.
India all-rounder Jadeja
took no time to be in thick
of things as he accounted for
five of Delhi's batters in his
first Ranji game since 2023. 
No fireworks from Gill
either
In Bengaluru, Punjab

captain Shubman Gill (4)
was caught behind in the
game against Karnataka.
The team was skittled out
for a mere 55 with the pace
duo of Abhilash Shetty and
Vasuki Koushik sharing
seven wickets between them
to destroy the visitors.
Gill fell to Shetty in 
the fourth over of the
innings. 
The India stars made
themselves available for
Ranji Trophy after the BCCI
made the contracted players'
participation in domestic

PTI n MANCHESTER

Reeling from a damaging
loss in the Champions

League, Manchester City took
its spending this week to
around $150 million by
signing Egypt forward Omar
Marmoush from Eintracht
Frankfurt on Thursday in a
move that provides some
belated back-up to star striker
Erling Haaland.
The 25-year-old Marmoush
joined City for a reported 70
million euros ($73 million),
following the arrivals of
young defenders Abdukodir
Khusanov from Lens and
Vitor Reis from Palmeiras for
a combined $77 million.
City will hope the new
signings can ignite its season,
which was thrown back into
turmoil when the team
collapsed to a 4-2 loss at Paris
Saint-Germain in the
Champions League on
Wednesday to plunge to the
brink of elimination with one
game left in the revamped
first stage.
Marmoush is second to
Bayern Munich's Harry Kane
in the list of top scorers in the
German league this season,
with 15 goals from 17 games
for Frankfurt. He was not in
the squad for the 2-0 win over
Borussia Dortmund amid
negotiations with City, and
went on the field after the
game for an apparent farewell
in front of Frankfurt's fans.
The move to City caps a rapid
rise to stardom for
Marmoush, who signed from
Frankfurt on a free transfer in
2023 from Wolfsburg, where
he'd only scored five goals the
season before.
It's not yet clear how
Marmoush would fit into Pep
Guardiola's tactics. His best
performances this season

have come as part of a two-
striker formation alongside
former Paris Saint-Germain
forward Hugo Ekitiké, but
Guardiola prefers a lone
striker in Haaland.
Marmoush can play in wide
roles and has generally done
so for Egypt's national team,
but less successfully than in a
central role. He has six goals
and three assists in 35 games
for his country.
In that sense, Marmoush
seems a like-for-like
replacement for Julian
Alvarez, the versatile
Argentina forward who left
City for Atletico Madrid in
August in a deal reportedly
worth more than 103 million
dollar after largely being in

the shadow of Haaland over
the last two years.
Marmoush is the latest in a
string of Frankfurt strikers to
make lucrative moves to top
European clubs, but they
haven't always settled.
Frankfurt sold Luka Jovic to
Real Madrid in 2019 but he
was back on loan just 18
months later and is now at
Milan. Randal Kolo Muani
left Frankfurt in 2023 for
PSG, where he is mostly a
bench player and might move
this month.
Guardiola has said the club is
looking to bring forward
future signings to this current
transfer window because of
injury problems this season
that have rocked his team's

campaign. The biggest of
those is Rodri, the Spain
midfielder and Ballon d'Or
winner who is out for the
season with an ACL injury.
City also has been hit with
injury issues at centre back,
with Ruben Dias, John Stones
and Nathan Ake all having
time out of action. That
explains the moves for
Khusanov and Reis, who
Guardiola says are ready to
come into the team
immediately if required.
Not only is City struggling in
the Champions League, the
team is in fifth place in its
Premier League title defense -
12 points behind leader
Liverpool having played one
game more.

Indian after five-time world
champion Viswanathan

Anand to beach the 2800
threshold.

cricket mandatory, following
the 1-3 series loss in
Australia that opened a
debate on the players'
conduct and commitment to
red-ball cricket.The Board
had to issue a 10-point
disciplinary diktat, urging
all cricketers to spare time
for domestic cricket. 

Man City takes spending this week to $150
Million by signing Egypt’s Omar Marmoush 


