
SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

In what the parents of the
victim called a “travesty of
justice,” for which they

held the Kolkata Police and
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)
responsible, the Sealdah
Sessions Court on Monday
sentenced convict Sanjoy Roy
to life imprisonment until
death - and not death, as the
prosecution and the public
had wanted - for committing
the rape and murder of a 31-
year-old postgraduate lady
doctor from RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital.
Roy, a former civic volunteer
who was working with the
West Bengal Police at the
time, was pronounced guilty
of the RGKMCH rape and
murder case on Saturday, with
the quantum of punishment
delivered by District and
Sessions Judge Anirban Das
on Monday.
Judge Das stated that the
crime did not fall under the
“rarest of the rare” category,
which is why he did not
impose the death penalty on
the convict. He also ordered
the State Government to pay
compensation of Rs 17 lakh to
the parents who lost their
daughter in the chilling crime
“that shook the conscience of
the country.” Roy was found
guilty on January 18, 2025,
under sections 64, 66, and
103(1) of the BNS.
However, the mother of the
victim, who broke down in
tears immediately after the
judgment was pronounced,
said, “We cannot discard the

order, but we think it is a
rarest of rare case, as the rape
and murder occurred inside
the workplace, which is a
second home, and that too by
a civic police officer who is
considered a protector of
citizens.” The family did not
want money; they wanted
justice, she said.
She trailed off, saying, “Now
we have understood that it is
not enough to be the parents
of a meritorious child… or
enough to labor hard to see
the child succeed… it is also

very important to be powerful
and influential so that you can
get justice.”
Her parents and other doctors
immediately took out long
processions throughout
Kolkata and threatened
another sit-in movement.
They quoted forensic reports
that found the presence of at
least four different types of
DNA inside the victim’s body.
They also cited reports
suggesting that the crime had
been committed elsewhere,
and the body was dumped

inside the seminar hall. The
family will move the higher
court to challenge the order.
The victim’s body was found
in a semi-nude condition
inside the seminar hall of the
Chest Medicine Department
of the hospital in the early
hours of August 9, triggering
nationwide outrage.
Even as the medical fraternity,
civil society, and the general
public erupted in anger,
promising a prolonged
movement in the days to
come, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee - whose government
was primarily held
responsible by the victim’s
family for destroying
evidence and hushing up the
case - promptly laid the blame
at the Centre’s door, calling it
a failure of the central
agencies that had been
handling the case to ensure a
death sentence for the
convict.
“I am very upset… my party
too is… we wanted the death
sentence… All of us had
demanded the death
sentence, but the court has
given a life term until death.
The case was forcibly taken
from us. Had it been with the
Kolkata Police, we would
have ensured that he was
given a death sentence… We
don’t know how they
conducted the investigation.
In many similar cases that
were probed by the State
Police, the death penalty was
ensured in a record time of 55
to 60 days recently… I am not
satisfied with the
proceedings,” the Chief
Minister said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n DEHRADUN/NEW DELHI

Uttarakhand is all set to implement the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) on the occasion

of Republic Day making it the first State in the
country. Sources said a cabinet meeting led by
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami on
Monday decided to start the process of
enforcement of the UCC on January 26 as the
cabinet also approved the rules under UCC as
how to move ahead in the historic step.
In fact last month the State government had
announced that UCC would be implemented in
January and with municipal elections scheduled
for January 23 the results of which would be
declared on January 25, sources said the
government is prepared to announce UCC
implementation on Republic Day. “The
mandatory communiqué in this regard will be
given the Union Home Ministry sooner,” said a
senior government source.  
Set to become the first Indian state to roll out the
UCC, its rules manual includes provisions for
tatkal registration, door-to-door services in
remote areas and a state-wide mock drill on
Tuesday.
The list of services provided on the portal
includes registration of marriage, divorce, and
live-in registrations, termination of live-in
relationships, intestate succession and
declaration of legal heirs, testamentary
successions, appeal in cases where application is

rejected, access to information, and complaint
registration.
After the meeting Dhami informed that
preparations for implementing the UCC in the
state are almost complete. “The training process
for the UCC implementation is almost
complete. During the cabinet meeting, we
discussed implementing it as soon as possible.
After reviewing everything, we will soon
announce its implementation date,” Dhami
stated.
Responding to a question, the chief minister
said that its implementation will bring a big
change in the state. He added that his party had
promised to bring UCC before the 2022
elections, and the process was initiated in the
first cabinet meeting after assuming power. “We
constituted an expert committee to draft the
UCC, following which a bill was passed in the
state assembly,” he said.
The Governor and subsequently the President
have given their assent to the bill, making it an
Act. As Uttarakhand is set to become the first
state in independent India to implement
uniform laws for all its citizens, Dhami
dismissed the Congress’s allegations that UCC
represents divisive politics, calling them
baseless. “This is not any divisive politics. UCC
has a uniform system and uniform law for all,”
CM said.
According to officials, online portals have been
developed for citizens and officials, featuring
Aadhaar-based verification, AI-based
translation services in 22 Indian languages, and
data integration across more than 13
departments/services (e.g., birth-death
registrations, district/high courts, etc.).
“The government has set separate fees for
expedited registration under the Tatkal service.
The registration and termination process for
live-in relationships has also been simplified.
Termination applications by one partner will
require confirmation from the other partner. In
testamentary succession, wills can be uploaded
on the portal for online registration,
modification, revalidation, or revival,” a
statement from the state government read.

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

In an overnight anti-terrorist
operation, a soldier of the

Indian Army laid down his
life in the line of duty in the
Gujjarpati area of Sopore in
North Kashmir’s Baramulla
district on Monday.
This is the first incident of
terrorist-related violence this
year in which a soldier has
sacrificed his life in the valley.
Braving adverse weather
conditions, the security
forces have been maintaining
a tight vigil along the Line of
Control and the
International Border amid
reports of desperate
infiltration bids by heavily
armed terrorists from across
the border in Pakistan.
Meanwhile, the entire
security grid has been beefed
up in the run-up to the
Republic Day celebrations
across the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

PTI nWASHINGTON

Donald J Trump was on
Monday sworn in as the

47th president of the United
States, marking his remarkable
return to power for a second
term four years after he left the
American capital as a pariah.
The 78-year-old Republican
leader storms back to the
White House with a
strongman persona and a
vision of an all-powerful
presidency with a promise to
aggressively reset US policies
in a range of domains,
including immigration, tariffs
and energy.
Trump registered a spectacular
victory over his Democratic

rival Kamala Harris in the
November 5 presidential
election, defying two
assassination attempts, two
presidential impeachments
and his criminal conviction.
Four years back, Trump had
left Washington as a pariah in
the face of his unsuccessful
attempt to overturn the 2020
presidential election to stay in
office.
His victory in the bitterly
fought election was widely
acknowledged as the most
momentous comeback in
American political history.
JD Vance was sworn in as the
vice president ahead of Trump.
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar attended the

inauguration ceremony as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s special envoy.
The inauguration ceremony
was held indoors under the
Capitol Rotunda against the
initially planned outdoor
venue in view of frigid
temperatures in the US capital
city.
The ceremony was attended by
Trump’s wife Melania, his
daughter Ivanka and her
husband Jared Kushner, and
billionaires Elon Musk, Jeff
Bezos and Tim Cook.
On the first day in office,
Trump is expected to sign a
slew of executive orders,
including kicking off a process
to end birthright citizenship. 
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SAUMYA SHUKLA n NEW DELHI

The BJP is set to broaden the
ambit of freebies in the national

Capital by including male students
and senior citizens in the existing
free bus ride scheme for women by
the AAP led Delhi government
ahead of the high-octane Delhi
assembly elections.
The BJP will release the
second part of the
‘Sankalp Patra’
(manifesto) for the
upcoming state
assembly polls on
Tuesday in the presence
of former union minister
Anurag Thakur. It is
expected the second part will
have three to five poll promises
including free bus rides to women,
male students and senior citizens

and free ‘clean drinking’ water.
There were speculations that the
second part of the manifesto will
also include 300 free units of
electricity for households.
However, party sources said that
the BJP, which is vying to end its
drought of not being in power in

the national capital for more
than two decades, will wait

for the ruling party to first
announce its scheme
regarding electricity bill
and strategies
accordingly if they want
to increase the units.

The AAP led Delhi
government currently has

a scheme that provides
electricity free up to 200 units for

households.
In a bid to counter the AAP’s free
bus ride for women, which proved

to be an impactful scheme in the
last assembly elections in Delhi, the
BJP is set to extend this ride to
senior citizens above the age of 40
and students without any age
restriction.

In one of its poll promises, AAP has
also announced free bus rides for
male school and college students,
along with a 50 per cent concession
on Metro fares for all students, if
his party is voted back to power.

The BJP will also promise 20,000
litres of free ‘clean drinking’ water.
“We are promising clean drinking
water unlike the AAP that gives
dirty water to the people. Hence,
this will be different from AAP’s
scheme which provides water that
is not fit to drink,” a party leader
said. The BJP has already released
the first part of its manifesto on
January 17. The party promised a
monthly aid of Rs 2,500 to women,
and Rs 21,000 to pregnant women
in its manifesto for the Delhi
assembly elections. It made a total
of six poll promises in the first part
of the ‘Sankalp Patra’.
Addressing the media, Thakur had
assured the people of Delhi that no
existing freebies will be
discontinued. After the release of
the first part, South Delhi BJP MP
and Chairman of the Assembly

Election Manifesto Committee
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri said that
there is a lot of enthusiasm among
the people about the BJP manifesto.
He said that only the first part of
the manifesto has been released.
“The remaining two parts are also
being finalized and they will be
released soon. The women of Delhi
are very happy about the ‘Mahila
Samridhi Yojana’ released in the
first part of the BJP’s manifesto. BJP
workers are taking these
announcements to every house.
Women are especially thanking
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,” he
said, adding that the women do not
believe in the announcement made
by AAP.
The second part of the manifesto
will focus on schemes keeping
women and youth in the focus
largely.
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BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR 

Afire broke out near the
Kinnar Akhara camp in

Sector 16 of the Maha Kumbh
on Monday morning,
triggering panic among
devotees and camp residents.
This is the second fire incident
at the Kumbh in two days,
raising concerns about fire
safety measures at the massive
religious gathering.

Witnesses reported seeing
smoke rising from a nearby
camp early in the morning,
leading to a commotion as
people rushed to contain the
blaze. Quick action by
pilgrims and residents
prevented the fire from
spreading, and fire
department personnel,
supported by several fire
engines, arrived shortly
afterward to extinguish the
flames.

KUMAR CHELLAPAN n KOCHI

Acourt in Kerala on Monday
sentenced a woman to death for

the sensational murder of her
boyfriend in 2022. The
Neyyattinkara Additional District
Sessions Court also sentenced her
uncle, Nirmalakumaran Nair, the
third accused in the case, to three
years of imprisonment.
The 24-year-old convict, Greeshma,
had sought leniency in sentencing by
citing her academic achievements,
lack of prior criminal history, and the
fact that she is her parents’ only
daughter. In its 586-page verdict, the
court observed that there was no
need to consider the convict’s age
and other circumstances over the
gravity of the crime committed,
according to the prosecutor. 
The victim, Sharon Raj, was a BSc
Radiology student and a native of
Parassala in the
Thiruvananthapuram district. The
court also observed that the convict
conspired to operate the crime in
phases, she had a criminal
background as she attempted to
murder the youth earlier and tried to end
her life after the arrest to divert the
investigation, the prosecutor said. 
The trial court found Greeshma guilty
under Sections 364 (kidnapping or
abducting to murder), 328 (causing hurt
by poison), 302 (punishment for murder)
and 201 (causing disappearance of
evidence) of IPC.
Her uncle Nirmalakumaran Nair was also
found guilty under Section 201 (causing
disappearance of evidence), while her
mother was acquitted due to lack of
evidence.
The prosecution charge was that
Greeshma, who was in a relation with Raj
for more than a year, wanted to get rid of
him as her family had fixed her marriage
with a soldier. Although she asked Raj to

back off, the latter did not heed to her
demand. This made her to bump him off.
Accordingly Greeshma invited Raj to her
house and administered him with a
concoction laced with a lethal herbicide
on October 14, 2022. She was helped by
her mother, Sindhu and uncle,
Nirmalakumaran Nair in destroying the
evidence. After consuming the
concoction Raj fell ill and breathed his last
on October 25, 2022 following multi-
organ failure. The poison consumed by
him had resulted in irreversible damage to
his liver, kidney and lungs.
AM Basheer, a short story writer in
addition to being the Additional Aessions
Judge at Neyyattinkara, described the
murder as a rarest of rare case and the
crime was executed brilliantly. “The

accused does nit deserve any
leniency,” said the judge while
reading out the 580-pages long
verdict. The case was investigated by
the Crime Branch of Kerala Police
and the charge sheet was submitted
in 73 days.
The Kerala High Court has to ratify
the verdict before the hangman gets
ready with the noose. The verdict is
based on circumstantial evidence
and not on documentary evidence.
Expressing satisfaction with the
judgment, mother of the victim,
Priya, told reporters that she was
grateful to the court for issuing such
an exemplary order. Special Public
Prosecutor VS Vineeth Kumar, told
reporters that the verdict was fully
justified and the court observed that
this case is falling under the rarest of
rare category. 
“The court noted that the convict
was a brilliant criminal who
meticulously planned the brutal
murder,” he said. He added that
despite Greeshma’s belief that she
could not be held guilty, the scientific
investigation conducted by the probe
team ultimately led to her arrest. 

The court also rejected Greeshma’s claim
that she had no criminal background
stating that she had attempted to poison
Sharon by mixing paracetamol tablets
into fruit juice. However, that attempt
failed when he refused to drink it, citing
its bitter taste, on 22 August 2022, the
court noted. The court also observed that
the woman’s actions sent a harmful
message to society and violated the
sanctity of love, Kumar added. 
Welcoming the verdict, D Shilpa, the then
Superintendent of Police, who oversaw
the probe, said it was a victory for the joint
efforts of the police investigation team.
“We faced several challenges in various
phases of the probe but the joint efforts by
the officers helped in solving the case,” she
told reporters. 

Convict Greeshma being taken to a hospital for medical
examination after being sentenced to death by a Kerala court for the
murder of her boyfriend in 2022, in Thiruvananthapuram PTI

Workers move the charred remains of a
tent site, a day after a fire broke out at
the Maha Kumbh Mela due to a
cylinder blast, in Prayagraj PTI

Security personnel stand guard near the
site of the encounter, at Gujjarpati area
in Sopore, Baramulla district of Jammu
and Kashmir PTI
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BJP expands freebies to free-for-all Capital

Life sentence for Sanjoy Roy

BJP MP Anurag Thakur with Delhi party President Virendra Sachdeva addresses a press
conference, in New Delhi Photo: Ranjan Dimri
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RG Kar Medical College and Hospital rape and murder case convict Sanjay Roy
being take to the CBI office at CGO Complex, in Kolkata PTI

TRUMP STRIKES BACK

President-elect Donald Trump takes the oath of office during the 60th Presidential Inauguration in the Rotunda of the US
Capitol in Washington PTI
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I, Balak Ram, S/o Gordhan 

Das,R/o Durga Colony, Near 

Anaj Mandi, Behrampur Road, 

Bapoli, Panipat, declare that my 

son, Devendra Kumar, is 

beyond my control. Therefore, I 

evict my son from my movable 

and immovable property. In 

future, my son will be 

responsible for any kind of 

transaction or dealings done by 

him. I and my family will not be 

responsible for any of these. 

I Sanjeev Kumar S/o Balak 

Ram R/o Bapoli district Panipat 

declare that my brother 

Devender Kumar S/o Balak 

Ram is beyond my reach. 

Therefore I break all relations 

with my brother. In future, my 

brother will be responsible for 

any kind of transaction and 

behavior done by him. I and my 

family will not be responsible for 

this. I break all relations with my 

brother. 

We, Anil Kumar Sharma 

S/o Baru Ram & Mrs. Sudesh 

Devi W/o Anil Kumar Sharma 

R/o Vill. Kohand, Distt. Karnal, 

Haryana declare that our son 

Dinesh and his wife Sweta are 

completely out of our control. So 

we disown them from all our 

moveable immoveable 

properties. In future anybody 

dealing with them at their own 

risk, our family members will not 

be responsible. 

I, Bal Ram Son of Sh. Prita 

Ram Resident of House no 

4117-C, Customs and Central 

Excise Colony, Chandigarh 

Sector 37-C, Chandigarh inform 

that my son Neeraj Kumar is out 

of my control. I disown him from 

my all moveable and Immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with 

him at their own Risk. 

We Gurdarshan Singh 

S/O Balwant Singh & Javir Kaur 

W/O Gurdarshan Singh R/O 

Dadu Marja Tehsil & Distt 

Fatehgarh Sahib Declare That 

Our Son Daler Singh Is Out Of 

Our Control. So I Disowned Him 

From All My Movable And 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

Dealing With Him On Their Own 

Risk. 

I, Mukesh Kumar S/o Sh. 

Jagdish  Parsad R/o H. NO. 350 

Phase-2 Ram Darbar UT 

Chandigarh, declared that my 

son Manoj Kumar and his wife 

Rajni, both are out of my control, 

so I disown them from my 

moveable- immovable 

properties, anybody dealing with 

them at their own risk. 

I, Shashi Bala W/o Viney 

Bali R/o House No. 129-B, 

Model Town,Karnal declare that 

my son Udit Bali and his wife 

Anjali are out of my control. I 

disown them from my moveable 

and immovable properties. They 

will be responsible for their 

transactions, good-bad, legal-

illegal activities. 

I, Ranjit Singh, S/o Ram 

Sarup and Shila, W/o Ranjit 

Singh, R/o village Gige Majra, 

district Mohali , have disowned 

my son Gurmeet Singh and 

daughter-in-law Sunita Rani, 

grand-daughter Harjeet Kaur, all 

are out of my control, so I 

disown them from my moveable 

immovable properties, anybody 

dealing with them at their own 

risk. 

I, Vinod S/o Gian Chand 

R/o H.No. 122, Gali No. 3, Kala 

Singia Road, Guru Nanak 

Nagar, Basti Sheikh, Jalandhar 

declare that my daughter Anjili 

Wife of Harpreet Singh is out of 

my control. I disinherit her from 

my moveable and immovable 

properties. I and my family shall 

not be held responsible for any 

of her acts, deeds and things. All 

please note. 

We, Anita W/o Sh. Ved 

Parkash and Ved Parkash S/o 

Sh. Zile Singh R/o VPO Titoli 

(88), Teh. & Distt. Rohtak 

declare that our son Mohit is out 

of my control. So we disown him 

from our all 

moveable/immoveable 

properties. Any body dealing 

with him at own risk. We or our 

family are not responsible for 

any type of their any acts. 

I, Ravinder Kumar S/o Sh. 

Madanlal R/o H.No. 851, Ward 

No. 10, Roop Nagar, Rohtak 

declare that my son Sachin and 

his wife Jyoti are out of my 

control. So I disown them from 

my all moveable/immoveable 

properties. Any body dealing 

with them at their own risk. I or 

my family are not responsible for 

any type of their any acts. 

I, Babli w/o Shri Badri Gir 

R/O house no 3384 Near Khera 

Manmohan nagar, Ambala city 

Distt Ambala declare that my 

son namely Ajay & his wife 

Pooja both are out of my control 

so that I disown both of them 

from my all movable and 

immovable properties. Anybody 

deals with them  their own risk. 

We Yogesh Kumar Latawa 

S/o Late Sh. Joginder Pal and 

Smt. Krishna Latawa wife of Sh. 

Yogesh Kumar Latawa R/o 

1285/B2, Vishav Karma Colony, 

Pinjore Tehsil Kalka Distt. 

Panchkula, Haryana, Disinherit 

our son Rohit Latawa with his 

family from our Property and our 

Life and they shall not claim any 

right in our Property after the 

publication of this notice.  

We, Harpal Singh son of 

Dayal Singh & Baljit Kaur wife of 

Harpal Singh R/o. Village Nawa 

Harchandpura, Tehsil Patarn, 

District Patiala (Punjab) declare 

that our daughter Navneet Kaur 

wife Pardeep Singh resident of 

Shutrana, Tehsil Patarn, who 

lives abroad, is beyond our 

authority.  We completely 

exclude her from all our 

movable and immovable 

property or relations. Anyone 

who will deal with her, will be 

responsible for its own profit 

and loss, our family will not 

have any responsibility. 

I, Yash Kumar S/o Vijay 

Kumar R/o Ward No.13 House 

No. 196 Railway Road Bhogpur 

District Jalandhar, Punjab, 

passed my Matric class 

examination from ICSE Board 

during the session 2008-2009 

from St. Mary’s Convent School 

Bhogpur District Jalandhar, 

declares that in my Matric Class 

Index Number T/7448/047 

record, on my Certifying 

Statement of Examination 

Results and Statement of Marks 

Certificates, my name has been 

wrongly written as Yashkumar 

and my father’s name as 

Vijaykumar. My correct name is 

Yash Kumar and my father’s 

correct name is Vijay Kumar as 

per my all documents. All 

concerned note. 

I, C Dhanalakshmi legally 

spouse of No.15334347K  Rank 

HAV Name Chennappa Gari 

Maddileti Unit 440(l) Engr Sqn 

C/o 56 APO Bathinda cantt. 

(Punjab) permanent resident of 

5-78, Poturaju Kata, 

Parumanchala, PO : 

Parumanchala, Distt. Kurnool, 

State Andhra Pradesh-518401 

declare That I have changed my 

name from C Dhanalakshmi to 

Dhanalakshmi Bandapalli vide 

affidavit  dated 20.01.2025 

I, No. 15171217P Ex-

Gunner Kunal Nahar resident of 

SCF-27, C Block, Sunny 

Enclave Desumajra Road 

Kharar Distt. SAS Nagar 

(Punjab) hereby declare that 

name of my daughter recorded 

in army documents as Kusum 

Nahar which is incorrect. Her 

correct name is Kusum as 

recorded in her Aadhar Card, 

Birth Certificate and 

matriculation certificate. 

I, Jasbir Singh S/o Piara 

Singh R/o Vill: Jaura Teh-

Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur-144203, Punjab, 

declare that documentary name 

is Jasbir Singh which is written 

on Aadhar Card, Pan Card, 

whereas on my Passport my 

name is mentioned as Jasvir 

Singh. I hereby assure and 

declare that Jasbir Singh and 

Jasvir Singh is one and the 

same person. 

I, Sachin Bhatia S/o 

Krishan Lal R/o H.No. 1162, 

Sector 14, Sonipat have 

changed my minor daughter's 

name from Avni to Avni Bhatia 

for all future purposes. 

I, Sachin Bhatia S/o 

Krishan Lal R/o H.No. 1162, 

Sector 14, Sonipat have 

changed my minor daughter's 

name from Ishani to Ishani 

Bhatia for all future purposes. 

It Is For General 

Information That I, Saksham 

S/O Sanjay Kumar Residing At 

Bharan (106), Rohtak, 

(Haryana)-124111 Declare That 

The Name Of My Father Has 

Been Wrongly Written As 

Sanjay In My CBSE Class 10th 

& Class 12th Educational 

Documents. The Actual Name 

Of My Father Is Sanjay Kumar 

Which May Be Amended 

Accordingly. It Is Certified That I 

Have Complied With Other 

Legal Requirements In This 

Connection. 

I, Kaushaliya Devi alias 

Sarla (aadhar no. 2015 3611 

1095), wife of Gurdayal, 

resident of Ward No. 1 Bhuna, 

District Fatehabad, declare that 

Kaushaliya Devi and Sarla are 

my names. I am known by both 

names as per documents of my 

family by the Indian 

Government. 

I Reena Rani W/o  Ankit 

R/o Bataur, District Panchkula, 

Haryana have changed my 

minor son’s name from Krishna 

Rajput to Abhinav Rana All 

Concerned please note. 

I, Aman s/o Manoj Kumar 

r/o # 6032 Maloya colony UT 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Aman to Aman 

Kumar. 

I, Rimpy Puri w/o Rohit 

Puri r/o house no 173, 

Dashmesh Nagar, Patel chowk, 

Teh/distt Pathankot 

Punjab145001 have change my 

name from Rimpi Saggar to 

Rimpy Puri. 

I, Sonu Batra D/o Inder Raj 

Batra & W/o Rajesh Kumar R/o 

H. No. 607, Kartar Pura, Near 

Guru Dwara, Model  Colony, 

Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Sonu Batra to Sonia. 

I, Gaurav son of Shri 

Mukesh Kumar resident of 

H.No. 223/6, Sarangian Street, 

Near Quila Post Office Panipat, 

Distt Panipat-132103, state that 

I have changed my name from 

Gaurav to Gaurav Jindal. 

I Mohit Kumar s/o sunder 

lal r/o A-121 yamuna enclave 

Panipat declare change my 

minor son name  From Sanchit 

Choudhary to Nick Choudhary 

and in future my minor son 

name is Nick Choudhary. 

I Mohit Kumar s/o sunder 

lal r/o A-121 yamuna enclave 

Panipat declare change my 

minor son name  From Sameer 

Choudhary to Rohan 

Choudhary and in future my 

minor son name is  Rohan 

Choudhary. 

I Shallu D/o Satpal Singh 

R/o # 140-B, Railway Colony, 

Yamunanagar have changed 

my name from Shallu to Shallu 

Gill. 

I, Arushi Bansal W/o 

Abhinav Goyal R/o H.No. 128, 

Sector 21, Panchkula, 

Haryana, have changed my 

name to Arushi Goyal. 

I Jasbir Singh alias Jasbir 

Masih S/o Yusuf Alias Yusuf 

Masih R/o Ward no. 3, 

Rajasansi, Tehsil Ajnala, District 

Amritsar declare that Jasbir 

Singh and Jasbir Masih are the 

names of One and the same 

person and i am known by both 

names. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh S/o 

Sh. Kehar Singh R/o House No. 

1374, Sector 22-B, Chandigarh 

declare that in some 

documents my name is 

mentioned as Sukhbinder 

Singh. These both names are 

mine. Sukhwinder Singh and 

Sukhbinder Singh is one and 

the same person. Concerned 

please note. 

I Anu W/o Yogesh R/o 

House No 756, Mithen Mohalla, 

Karnal, Near Jain Mandir, Distt. 

Karnal, Haryana have changed 

my name Anu to Anu Thareja. 

I, Radhika Yadav mother 

of Army no. 13014060A  L/Hav 

Ajay Kumar Yadav R/o Tingrai 

Habi Gaon, P.O. Sripuria, P.S, 

and District Tinsukia, Assam, 

PIN 786145 have changed my 

name from Radhika Devi to 

Radhika Yadav and date of 

birth from 14.06.1966 to 

20.02.1965 video affidavit 

dated 07.01.2025 before Distt. 

Session Court, Tinsukia. 

I, Nipun w/o Yatender 

Nandal R/o 197/29, Ram Gopal 

Colony, Gali no. 9, Sonipat 

Road, Rohtak have changed 

my name from Nipun to Nipun 

Dhaka. So, I may be known 

and called as Nipun Dhaka in 

future. 

I, Inderjeet Singh S/o 

Risal Singh R/o 1185, Near 

Govt. College, Bhattu Kalan, 

Tehsil & Distt. Fatehabad, 

Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name From 

Inderjit Singh to Inderjeet 

Singh. My old address was 

BTM-39, Bhattu Kalan, Tehsil & 

Distt. Fatehabad. 

I Simran Jindal  D/o Ajay 

Kumar Jindal R/o House No- 

586,  Sector-16, Panchkula 

Haryana have changed my 

name to Anadi Jindal. 

I, Surinder Paul Viaur 

spouse of Service No- 

618155G, Sergeant (Late) 

Dhanpater Singh resident of 

VPO- Mahanbadhar, Teh & 

Distt- Sri Muktsar Sahib, 

Punjab- 152032, have changed 

my name from Surinder Paul 

Viaur to Surinder Pal Kaur 

Randhawa vide Affidevit No: IN-

PB94526366059877X dated 18 

Jan 2025 before Notary Public, 

Sri Muktsar Sahib. 

I Saurabh Gajwani father 

of Kia, holder of Indian 

Passport No T9240941, issued 

at Abu Dhabi on 04/11/2020, 

permanent resident of House 

no. 784, W-12, Professor 

Colony, Kurukshetra, Haryana 

136118 and presently residing 

at Flat 404, Al Abyat Street, Al 

Sa’adah, 43 Building, Abu 

Dhabi - 22401, do hereby 

change my daughter name 

from Kia to Kia Gajwani, with 

immediate effect. 

I, Manish S/o Saran Ram 

R/o Village Bassi Gulam 

Hussain Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Manish to Manish Atwal. 

Concerned note.  

I, Arshdeep S/o Tarlochan 

Singh R/o H.No. 166, St. No. 

12, Tulsi Nagar, Kamalpur, 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Arshdeep to Singh Arshdeep.  

Singh as my surname 

Concerned note.   

I, Naresh S/o Surat Singh 

r/o H.n.133, dabur colony 

kutani road Panipat have 

changed my name from Naresh 

to Naresh Kumar for all future 

purpose 

I, Gopal Kumar S/o 

mitthan singh r/o old dalbir 

nagar Kabul bhag kutani road 

Panipat have changed my 

name from Gopal Kumar to 

Gopal Saini for all future 

purposes 

I, Deepak S/o Shiv kumar 

R/o h. n. 269 Ashok vihar 

colony kutani Road Panipat 

have changed my name from 

Deepak Kumar to Deepak for all 

future purposes. 

I, No. 2453274 Ex Sep 

Bakshish Singh S/o Amin 

Chand R/o VPO Janauri Tehsil 

& Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Bakshish Singh to Bakhshish 

Singh and my date of birth from 

30-12-1945 to 30-12-1946. 

I Archna  khungar w/o 

Radhe shyam r/o h.no.29 model 

town, guru teg Bahadur colony 

distt Panipat declare that i have 

changed my name From 

Archna Devi to Archna khungar 

and in future my name is 

Archna khungar. 

I, Bhawna Goyal W/o 

Shubham Bansal, R/o H.No. 

505, Ward No. 1, Aggarwal 

Colony, Hisar, hereby declare 

that Bhawna Bansal and 

Bhawna Goyal, both are my 

names. I have changed my 

name from Bhawna Bansal to 

Bhawna Goyal for the future. 

I, Yadvinder Singh  

Service No- JC-502716A Rank 

NB/ Sub S/o Jagroop Singh R/o 

Village Sur Singh Wala, 

Ferozepur, Punjab have 

changed my minor son  name 

from Harjobanjit Singh to 

Harjobanjit Singh Dhillon. 

I, Mandeep Singh S/o 

Devender Kumar R/o 626A/21, 

Azadgarh, Rohtak declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Mandeep to Mandeep Singh. 

I, Rajpati W/o Ramphal 

R/o village Gosain Khera, Tehsil 

Julana, Distt. Jind have 

changed my name from Rajpati 

to Kelo Devi for all future 

purposes. All concerned please 

note. 

I, Rajbir Alias Rajbir Singh 

S/O Ranjeet Singh R/O VPO 

Bhongra Jind Haryana-126115 

have changed my name to 

Rajbir Singh. 

I, Kamaljit Kaur W/O 

Ajmer Singh R/O VPO Palahi 

Teh Phagwara Distt Kapurthala, 

Punjab-144403 have changed 

my name to Kewal Kaur. 

I, Boti Devi W/O Rohtash 

Kumar R/O Banawali(27), PO-

Banwali, Fatehabad, 

Haryana-125050 have changed 

my name to Suman. 

I, Karmjeet Singh S/O 

Harbans Singh R/O 1432, 

Phase-2, Urban Estate, Dugri, 

Ludhiana, Punjab-141002 have 

changed name of my minor son 

Sidak Singh aged 05 years to 

Sidak Singh Sagoo. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Rajrani Wife Of Lakhan Masih 

Resident Of House No. 960/4 , 

Shiv Mandir Dashmesh Nagar, 

Naya Gaon, Post Office Naya 

Gaon, District SAS Nagar 

Mohali, Punjab Pin Code 

160103, India Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Rani. 

I Mahendra Singh son of 

Madu Ram resident of village 

Rupana Bishnoiyan, Tehsil 

Nathusari Chaupata, District 

Sirsa state that my daughter 

Taramani's date of birth has 

been wrongly recorded as 

02.02.2006 in her 10th class 

mark sheet whereas her correct 

date of birth is 20.02.2006. Now 

I want to get my daughter's 

correct date of birth recorded in 

her 10th class mark sheet. 

I, Rekha Chauhan W/o 

Vikrant Singh Chauhan resident 

of House No. LD 224, CHD City 

Sector-45, Karnal (Haryana) 

declare that Rekha Rani and 

Rekha Chauhan both are my 

names. 

I, Vikrant Singh Chauhan 

S/o  Bhagmal Chauhan resident 

of House No. LD 224, CHD City 

Sector-45, Karnal (Haryana) 

declare that Vikrant Chauhan 

and Vikrant Kumar Chauhan 

both are my names. 

I, Rajiv Behal S/o Joginder 

Behal R/o 14, Ekta Avenue 

Circular Road,  Distt. Amritsar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Rajiv Behal to Rajeev 

Behal. 

I, Rajeev Behal S/o 

Joginder Behal R/o 14, Ekta 

Avenue Circular Road,  Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab declare that 

my father was known by two 

names Joginder Kumar and 

Joginder Behal. Joginder 

Kumar and Joginder Behal is 

one and the same person. 

I, Kuldeep Singh Dhillon 

S/o Hira Singh R/o Village 

Buley Nangal, PO Chima Bath, 

Distt. Amritsar, Punjab-143112 

have changed my name from 

Kuldeep Singh Dhillon to 

Kuldeep Singh. 

I, Kulwinder Kaur Dhillon 

W/o Kuldeep Singh R/o Village 

Buley Nangal, PO Chima Bath, 

Distt. Amritsar, Punjab-143112 

have changed my name from 

Kulwinder Kaur Dhillon to 

Kulwinder Kaur.  

I, Anita Aggarwal W/O Raj 

Kumar Aggarwal R/O Opp-

Glaciar Mamoon Teh/Distt 

Pathankot Have Changed My 

Name From Anita Aggarwal To 

Samita Aggarwal. 

I, Shyam Singh S/o 

Ramphal R/o Vill. Chhatehra, 

Gohana, Sonipat have changed 

my name from Shayam Singh 

to Shyam Singh for all future 

purposes. 

I, Swatanter Singh S/O 

Balbir Singh R/O H.No.5, 

Modern Saket Colony, Gangwa 

Road, Azad Nagar, Hisar 

(Haryana) Hereby Changed 

The Name Of My Minor 

Daughter From Pratyasha To 

Pratyassha Singh For All Future 

Purposes. 

I, Satyapal S/O Tasvir 

Singh R/O H.No.2-A, Saket 

Colony, Azad Nagar, Gangwa 

Road, Hisar (Haryana) Hereby 

Changed The Name Of My 

Minor Tannishtha From 

Tannishtha  To Tanishthaa Malik  

For All Future Purposes. 

I, Subhash Chander S/O 

Sukh Dayal R/O 112/11A, Ward 

No.16, Shanti Nagar, Hisar 

(Haryana) Hereby Changed My 

Name From Subhash Chander  

To Subhash Chander Sardana 

For All Future Purposes. 

I, Raj Bala W/O Subhash 

Chander R/O 112/11a, Ward 

No.16, Shanti Nagar, Hisar 

(Haryana) Hereby Changed My 

Name From Raj Bala  To 

Rajbala For All Future 

Purposes. 

I, Rinki D/O Jagdish R/O 

Vill Devigarhpunia Distt.Hisar 

Declare That I Have Passed 

Matriculation Exam In 2021 

From Hseb Bhiwani Roll No 

1021238081. In Matric 

Certificate My D.O.B Is 

15/04/2004. But My Correct 

D.O.B.Is 10/05/2005. Now I 

Want To Correct My D.O.B. In 

Matric Certificate 10/05/2005. 

I, Bhawna Gupta D/O Late 

Sh. Ranvir Kumar R/O H.No. 

524, Aggarwal Colony, Hisar 

(Haryana) India Hereby Declare 

That I Have Changed My Name 

From Bhawna To Bhawna 

Gupta For All Future Purposes. 

I, Mansi W/o Sh. Sachin 

Garg, R/o H.No. 688/17, Old 

Anaj Mandi, Jind, Haryana, 

have changed my name from 

Mansi to Mansi Garg. 

I, Sachin S/o Sh. Trilok 

Chand, R/o H.No. 688/17, Old 

Anaj Mandi, Jind, Haryana, 

have changed my name from 

Sachin to Sachin Garg. 

I Km Kusum Kumari 

Ggautam  W/o Om Parkash R/o 

House No 344, Village Khuda 

Alisher Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Km 

Kusum Kumari Ggautam to 

Kusum. 

I, Mulani Khaju Buddan 

S/o Buddan Mulani R/o Village 

Gonewadi, Nandeshwar, 

Solapur, Maharashtra-413322 

have changed my Son’s name 

from Muhamadhusen to 

Mohammadhusen Khaju 

Mulani. 

I, Mulani Khaju Buddan 

S/o Buddan Mulani R/o Village 

Gonewadi, Nandeshwar, 

Solapur, Maharashtra-413322 

have changed my Son’s name 

from Ahamadali to Aahamdali 

Khaju Mulani. 

I, Sheikh Jakir Hussain 

Son Sk Abed Ali R/o H.No. 541 

G.T Road Shubham Enclave 

Daburji Amritsar Punjab. have 

changed my name to Sekh 

Jakir Hossain. 

I, Jamila Begum Wife of 

Sekh Jakir Hossain R/o H.No. 

541 G.T Road Shubham 

Enclave Daburji Amritsar 

Punjab. have changed my 

name to Shekh Jamila Begam. 

I, Kuldip Kaur W/o 

Amardeep Singh R/o 

H.No.2070 C Block Ranjit 

Avenue Amritsar have changed 

my name to Kuldeep Kaur 

I, Parbhjit Kaur Jaidka   

W/O Harbans Lal Jaidka R/o 

Chounki Wali Gali Talwandi 

Bhai District Ferozepur have 

changed my name from Parbhjit 

Kaur Jaidka to Prabhjit Kaur 

Jaidka 

I, Sirjanpreet Singh Arora 

S/o Harpreet Singh R/o 12, 

Baba Deep Singh Avenue, Tarn 

Taran Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Sirjanpreet Singh Arora to 

Sirjanpreet Singh 

I, Gurdyal Singh S/o 

Chanan Singh R/o VPO Malu 

Nangal Tehsil Ajnala District 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Gurdyal Singh to 

Gurdial Singh 

I, Gurmit Singh S/o Amar 

Singh R/o B 544 Ranjit Avenue 

Amritsar have changed my 

name to Gurmit Singh Gill 

I, Gurinderpal Singh 

Jaswal S/o Karnail Singh 

Jaswal R/o 332 Basant Avenue 

Amritsar have changed my 

name to Gurinder Pal Singh 

Jaswal 

I, Gurjit W/o Varinder 

Singh R/o H.No.542, Akash 

Avenue, Fatehgarh Churian 

Road, Amritsar have changed 

my name from Gurjit to Gurjit 

Kaur 

I, Surinder Singh S/o 

Darshan Singh R/o VPO 

Fatehgarh Shukarchak District 

Amritsar have changed 

Daughter’s name from 

Harsimarn Gill to Harsimran 

Kaur Gill 

I, Muskaanpreet Kaur D/o 

Ranjit Singh R/o House No 

65889, Street No 6 Z Morh Maid 

Colony Shimlapuri District 

Ludhiana have changed my 

name from Muskaanpreet Kaur 

to Muskanpreet Kaur   

I, Prabhdeep Singh S/o 

Swinder Singh R/O Village 

Theh Tikha Po Kot Santokh Rai 

District Gurdaspur have 

changed my name from 

Prabhdeep Singh to Pardeep 

Singh 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME
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sssssss BRIEFSFarmers Call for Urgent Meeting
in Delhi, Postpone Jan 22’s March
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Farmers protesting at the
Shambhu border on

Monday decided to defer their
planned march (scheduled for
January 22) to Delhi, calling for
the Centre to hold an urgent
meeting ahead of slated
February 14 and shift the venue
from Chandigarh to the
national capital.

Sarwan Singh Pandher,
coordinator of the Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha (KMM),
made an impassioned “request”
to the Centre, highlighting the
worsening condition of farmer
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal,
who has been on a hunger
strike for 56 days now. “The
government must act now.
Any further delay could endan-
ger Dallewal’s life,” said
Pandher, questioning the gov-
ernment’s rationale for not
advancing the talks.

“Dallewal’s hunger strike
will reach its 87th day by
February 14. He is a senior cit-
izen and a cancer survivor —
his condition is critical, and
waiting this long is a risk we
cannot afford. The
Government must advance the
meeting and hold it in Delhi,
where the stakes of this nation-
wide struggle can be properly
acknowledged,” said Pandher.

Dismissing the excuse of
the Model Code of Conduct as
a barrier, he added, “If the
Eighth Pay Commission’s
announcements can be made

despite the code, then why not
this meeting? The elections
are limited to Delhi; this is a
national issue.” 

At the same time, Pandher
also urged unity among farmer
unions and called on the SKM
(non-political) and Bharatiya
Kisan Union (Sidhupur) lead-
ers to encourage their chief,
Dallewal, to end his hunger
strike for the sake of his health.

Pandher said: “Regarding
our plan to send another jatha
of 101 farmers towards
Shambhu border on January
22, we have postponed it to
January 26. We will be doing a
tractor rally on January 26
and will take a call later about
the jatha…Our struggle, how-
ever, will continue till the
demands are met.”

Notably, KMM and
Sanyukta Kisan Morcha (non-
political) has been spearhead-
ing the Delhi Chalo Andolan
since February 2024.

The ongoing farmers’
movement, rooted in demands
such as a legal guarantee of
minimum support price (MSP)
for crops and the withdrawal of
legal notices against previous
protesters, continues to adapt
its approach.

Initially, the pan-India
farmers’ body — Samyukt
Kisan Morcha (SKM) — had
planned a nationwide gherao of
MPs’ residences on January 20
(Monday) to press their
demands. However, after the
Centre proposed a February 14

meeting in Chandigarh, the
SKM urged farmers to send
their demands via email and
letters instead.

While the change in tactics
reflected an openness to dia-
logue, Dallewal’s hunger strike
has amplified the urgency of
the situation. Despite receiving
medical assistance, Dallewal
has refused to break his fast
until the MSP guarantee law is
implemented. Doctors moni-
toring him have expressed
grave concerns about his dete-
riorating health, warning that
survival on glucose and basic
support alone may not be pos-
sible for much longer. 

Pandher accused the
Central Government of
attempting to sow discord
among farmer unions, but
stressed that their resolve
remains strong.

He also called on leaders
from the SKM (non-political)
and Bharatiya Kisan Union
(Sidhupur) to convince
Dallewal to end his hunger
strike for the sake of his health.

Reports of internal dis-
agreements surfaced after
Dallewal accepted the Centre’s
February 14 proposal without
consulting all union leaders.
However, KMM and SKM
(non-political) leaders have
reiterated their shared com-
mitment to the movement. 

“This is not just a region-
al issue; it is a national strug-
gle,” said KMM leader Kaka
Singh Kotra, who also backed

calls for relocating the meeting
to Delhi. He added, “The farm-
ers’ demands affect the entire
country, and the venue should
reflect that importance.”

Senior SKM leader
Abhimanyu Kohar revealed
that union representatives had
previously requested the Centre
to advance the meeting, but
were told that logistical con-
straints related to Republic
Day preparations prevented
an earlier date. 

Dallewal’s critical condi-
tion has added a new dimen-
sion of urgency to the farmers’
demands. Currently surviving
on medical assistance, his
health continues to decline, and
his hunger strike has become a
symbol of the movement’s
determination. Punjab
Agriculture Minister Gurmeet
Singh Khudian has also
appealed to the Centre, urging
the Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan to
address the farmers’ demands
promptly. 

The farmers’ protest, ongo-
ing at the Shambhu and
Khanauri borders since
February 2024, includes a 12-
point charter of demands rang-
ing from MSP guarantees to
compensation for losses due to
unseasonal rains. Their deci-
sion to postpone the march to
Delhi is a calculated move to
focus on dialogue, but it comes
with a warning — their strug-
gle will not end until their
demands are met. 

High Court orders fresh
Chandigarh mayoral
polls post January 29
PNS n CHANDIGARH

The Punjab and Haryana
High Court on Monday

set aside elections scheduled for
Mayor, Senior Deputy Mayor,
and Deputy Mayor in
Chandigarh, which were to be
held on January 24. The Bench
of Justice Sureshwar Thakur
and Justice Vikas Suri ordered
that the elections be conduct-
ed after January 29 as the
tenure of the current mayor,
Kuldeep Kumar, continues till
that date. The notification for
the same could be issued prior
to January 29. 

The decision was issued in
response to a writ petition
filed by Kuldeep Kumar repre-
sented by Senior Counsel
Gurminder Singh. The Court
found merit in the argument
that conducting elections
before the completion of the
incumbent mayor's tenure
would be legally untenable.
The court also directed the
Chandigarh administration to
consider the use of the “show
of hands” method for voting
during the elections, while
referring to concerns regarding
transparency and fairness. The
administration was also direct-
ed to ensure videography of the
entire election process enhanc-
ing accountability. The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) had earli-
er approached the high court,
seeking directions for the
Chandigarh administration to
ensure transparency in the
mayoral polls. AAP's coun-
cilor from ward number 25
filed the petition demanding,
among other things, that vot-
ing be conducted by “show of
hands” instead of the secret bal-
lot method.

Harpreet Babla is
BJP’s Mayor candidate

Even before the announce-
ment of the next hearing date,
the Congress and the BJP have
declared their candidates. The
BJP’s mayor candidate is
Harpreet Babla, while Bimla
Dubey has been nominated
for senior deputy mayor and
Lakhbir Singh for deputy
mayor. As for the Congress, the
candidates for senior deputy
mayor and deputy mayor are
Jasbir Bunty and Taruna Mehta,
respectively. They submitted
their nominations to the sec-
retary of the Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation on
Monday. Talking to reporters,
Congress president H S Lucky
said, “We submitted our nom-
inations before learning about
the new poll date. Regardless,
our nominations will remain
unchanged.”

AAP-Cong alliance
to announce its candi-
date on Mayor post after
new elections schedule
declared

Talking to ‘The Pioneer’
Senior Chandigarh AAP leader
SS Ahluwalia said that no deci-
sion has been taken regarding
the name of candidate for the
post of mayor. No meeting
has been held with the
Congress party on this issue so
far. Party will take a decision
regarding the name of the can-
didate for mayor post after the
new election schedule is
declared. He accused BJP lead-

ers of putting pressure on UT
Administrative officers over
mayoral election issues. All
the issues related to election
should not be decided by the
Court. UT officers should be
allowed to function indepen-
dently to conduct the election
free and fair and transparent-
ly.  Sources said that AAP-
Congress alliance have delayed
to declare the names to min-
imise internal tussles as much
as possible. In AAP, the contest
is between the names of munic-
ipal councillors Prem Lata,
Anju Katyal, and Jaswinder
Kaur. Sources further said that
on Sunday, Congress and AAP
senior leaders have also held
discussions to ensure their
alliance's victory for the second
time in a row. Many other
senior leaders including Rajiv
Shukla were present in the
meeting. Both the parties dis-
cussed the name of the joint
candidate for the post of Mayor.

In Chandigarh, the elec-
tions for the three municipal
posts are held annually in
December end or first week of
January. According to the rota-
tion system, the first term is
reserved for a woman candi-
date from general category, the
second is for any candidate
from general category, third for
a candidate from Scheduled
Caste category, fourth for a
woman candidate from gener-
al category and fifth for gener-
al category. Seats for the senior
deputy mayor and deputy
mayor are not reserved.

The AAP has a sitting
mayor in the Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation House
with the support of the
Congress. This time also, the
AAP has decided to continue
with the arrangement.
Currently, the INDIA bloc
(AAP and Congress) com-
mands 21 votes in the MC
House — 13 from AAP, seven
from Congress and one ex-offi-
cio vote of MP Manish Tewari.
In contrast, the BJP has only 15
votes and is relying on cross-
voting or defection of INDIA
bloc councillors to tip the bal-
ance in its favour.

The City's Mayor election
is always a high-stakes affair, as
it is decided not by the public,
but by elected councillors,
including the Member of
Parliament (MP). This time,
Congress holds the MP vote,
meaning that instead of BJP’s
Kirron Kher, Congress MP
Manish Tewari will cast the
crucial vote. With political
alliances in flux and the specter
of cross-voting hanging over
the election, the outcome
remains uncertain. For the past
eight years, the BJP has domi-
nated the Mayor’s office in
Chandigarh. The mayoral polls
held on January 30, 2024, were
marred by allegations of mis-
conduct by BJP councillors
and presiding authority Anil
Masih. After the case reached
the Supreme Court and it made
adverse observations, the elect-
ed BJP mayor, Manoj Sonkar,
resigned. The AAP-Congress
alliance candidate Kuldeep
Kumar was later declared the
winner. Now, all eyes will be on
the Chandigarh Mayoral poll to
see which party ultimately pre-
vails in this battle for power.

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Monday held a pre-Budget
discussion with women of var-
ious fields and said the gov-
ernment's goal is to ensure
women become key contribu-
tors to the nation’s develop-
ment.

He expressed confidence
that the suggestions provided
by women would play an
important role in further
empowering and strengthening
women in the upcoming bud-
get.

A total of 35 women, play-
ing leading roles across various
fields, participated in the pre-
budget consultation and shared
their suggestions with the Chief
Minister. The women who
contributed ideas included
Anganwadi workers, members
of self-help groups, Drone
Didi, Lakhpati Didi, represen-
tatives from NGOs, progressive
women farmers, and women
entrepreneurs. In addition,
young women from Haryana
who took part in the Prime
Minister's Vikasit Bharat Young
Leaders program in New Delhi

on Swami Vivekananda Jayanti
also shared their valuable sug-
gestions. Saini said that to
realize the concept of an inclu-
sive budget, the state govern-
ment is actively seeking sug-
gestions from various sections
of society and the best sugges-
tions received will be incorpo-
rated into the state govern-
ment's budget. He mentioned
that, for the first time, the state
government has introduced a
system where residents can
submit budget-related sugges-
tions online from the comfort
of their homes. A dedicated
portal has been created for this

purpose. He assured that the
important suggestions shared
by women during today's pre-
budget consultation will be
included in the upcoming bud-
get. He added that thousands
of suggestions have already
been received through pre-
budget consultations with rep-
resentatives from various sec-
tors across the state. He will
soon hold pre-budget discus-
sions with industrialists in
Faridabad and representatives
from the textile industry in
Panipat. Prior to this, similar
consultations were held with
stakeholders in Gurugram and

Hisar. The Chief Minister said
that the government is fully
supporting and assisting
women in their endeavours.
Whether it’s the launch of the
Drone Didi initiative or the
establishment of Sanjha
Bazaars, the government is
dedicated to empowering
women.

He said that last year, it
was suggested that a market for
working women be created,
allowing them to earn income
by selling their products and
becoming self-reliant. In
response to this, the state gov-
ernment announced the Sanjha

Bazaar scheme in the 2024-25
budget. Under this initiative, a
Sanjha Bazaar has already been
launched in Karnal, and simi-
lar markets will soon be
opened in Yamunanagar and
Fatehabad. In addition, Atal
canteens have been set up in
the mandis of the state, which
are being successfully managed
by women.

He mentioned that the
current state government has
developed a roadmap to ensure
that girls do not face any bar-
riers in pursuing higher edu-
cation. As part of this initiative,
a women’s college has been
established every 20 kilometers.
Additionally, a pink bus service
has been introduced to safely
transport female students. 

Announces estab-
lishment of Horticulture
College and Hockey
AstroTurf in Naraingarh

In another event in
Naraingarh, to boost education
and sports infrastructure in the
region, Saini announced the
establishment of a Horticulture
College and Hockey Astroturf
Stadium in Naraingarh. The
college will be affiliated with
Maharana Pratap Horticulture
University, Karnal, and is

expected to provide world-
class education and research
opportunities in the field of
horticulture to the youth of the
region.

Announcing the installa-
tion of a Hockey Astroturf at
Badagarh stadium, he also stat-
ed that high-mast lights will be
installed to ensure hockey play-
ers can continue their practice
sessions even after evening.
Addressing the gathering, he
announced that the state gov-
ernment will review the phys-
ical report of 'Naraian Talab'
and submit it to the Pond
Authority to ensure its reno-
vation and restoration.

He also declared the four-
laning of the road from
Patarheri to Shahzadpur -
Naraingarh. To improve local
infrastructure, the CM allo-
cated Rs 10 crore for the repair
and renovation of PWD roads
in the constituency.
Hockey Astro Turf to be
constructed in village
Badagarh, Ambala

Saini, while speaking at the
Haryana Kabaddi Khel
Mahakumbh event held in vil-
lage Badagarh, Ambala district,
announced the construction of
a Hockey Astro Turf at the
Badagarh Sports Stadium. The
project, valued at Rs. 14 crore,
will also include the installation
of floodlights at the stadium. In
addition, Rs. 5 crore will be
spent for the renovation of
sports stadiums in village Laha
and Village Bichpadi.

IAS K Siva Prasad Seeks
Voluntary Retirement
PNS n CHANDIGARH

KSiva Prasad, a senior IAS
officer of the 1993 Punjab

cadre and currently serving as
the Additional Chief Secretary
to the Punjab Governor, has
sought voluntary retirement
from service (VRS). The
Punjab Government has
accepted his request for VRS,
and his file has been forward-
ed to the Central Government’s
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) for final
approval.

If the Centre grants the
request, he will be relieved
from his duties earlier than
expected, with his original
retirement date set for 2030. 

This marked the second
time Prasad has requested pre-
mature retirement.

The first instance occurred
during the tenure of former
Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh, when he
had sought to step down but
was persuaded to continue in
service at that time.

Prasad’s current decision
comes despite efforts by Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, who reportedly asked
him to reconsider. However,
Prasad has decided to proceed
with his retirement application. 

In addition to his current
role as Additional Chief
Secretary to the Governor,
Prasad also holds the position
of Financial Commissioner for
Rural Development and
Panchayats in Punjab

Government.
Known for his commit-

ment to governance, Prasad has
been instrumental in various
administrative functions with-
in the State. 

Aside from his career in
the civil services, Prasad has a
strong interest in spirituality
and philosophy. 

He has recently authored a
book titled ‘Gita Acharan – A
Beginner’s Perspective’, which
explores the teachings of the
Bhagavad Gita and their rele-
vance in modern-day life.

The book, available in
English, Hindi, and Punjabi,
has been well-received for its
approachable style and insights.
It is reported that Prasad
intends to dedicate more time
to his literary and spiritual pur-
suits after retirement. 

Prasad’s connection to pol-
itics has also been a topic of
speculation, as he is a relative
of the late GMC Balayogi, a for-
mer Lok Sabha Speaker and
leader of the Telugu Desam
Party.

While there has been no
confirmation regarding his
entry into politics, his back-
ground and associations have
fueled such discussions. 

During his tenure in
Punjab, Prasad was appointed
Additional Chief Secretary to
the Governor by former
Governor Banwarilal Purohit.
He replaced Rakhee Gupta
Bhandari in 2022, assuming
significant responsibilities in
governance.

Ahead of R-Day, Punjab Police
tightens security with night
operations, border vigilance
PNS n CHANDIGARH/AMRITSAR/JALANDHAR

In a bid to ensure peaceful and secure celebrations of Republic
Day 2025, Punjab Director General of Police (DGP) Gaurav

Yadav on Monday directed the implementation of enhanced secu-
rity measures across the State. Acting on Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann’s mandate for safety and harmony, the Punjab
Police has intensified night domination operations, increased vig-
ilance at sensitive locations, and bolstered border security. 

The DGP, accompanied by Special DGP Internal Security
RN Dhoke, ADGP Anti-Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) Nilabh
Kishore, and ADGP Anti-Gangster Task Force (AGTF) Promod
Ban, chaired critical law and order review meetings in Amritsar
and Jalandhar. These sessions involved senior officers from the
Commissionerates of Amritsar and Jalandhar, as well as Police
Ranges from Border, Jalandhar, and Ludhiana. The review cov-
ered counter-terrorism initiatives, drug trafficking controls, and
the containment of organized crime. 

“Security arrangements were reviewed and suitable instruc-
tions have been given to maintain peace and harmony by ensur-
ing police presence at all important places, intensify domination
operations and other preventive and detective measures ahead
of Republic Day celebrations,” said DGP Yadav, adding that com-
prehensive security arrangements are being enforced to main-
tain peace and harmony ahead of Republic Day.

He said that Police presence has been reinforced at key loca-
tions, and night patrols are being conducted to preempt any
potential threats. He emphasized that additional police forces
have been deployed in sensitive areas, particularly in border dis-
tricts, to maintain vigilance and thwart any disruptive activities. 

DGP Yadav instructed all Commissioners and Senior
Superintendents of Police (CPs/SSPs) to monitor suspicious activ-
ities closely and take decisive action against any security breach-
es. “Officers have been mandated to act firmly against anyone
breaking the law. Immediate FIRs should be registered against
individuals found indulging in violent or unlawful activities,” he
asserted. Key measures include increasing checkpoints across dis-
tricts, maximizing vehicle inspections, and enhancing scrutiny
at border crossings. These actions are aimed at curbing crimi-
nal and terrorist activities. To further bolster security, the DGP
emphasized the need for issuing Look Out Circulars (LoC), Red
Corner Notices (RCN), Open Arrest Warrants, and Blue
Corner Notices (BCN). He also directed the preparation of extra-
dition proposals to bring wanted criminals hiding abroad back
to India to face justice.

Hry CM holds pre-budget discussion
with women representatives

BJP will form Govt in Delhi with full majority:
Haryana Chief Minister
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini on
Monday said that the people of Delhi have made up their minds
in favour of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Under the lead-
ership and guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the BJP
is poised to form a government with a full majority in the
upcoming assembly elections scheduled for February 5.  He
further emphasized that the people of Delhi are determined
to show the AAP government the way out, which has been mis-
leading them with false promises. Saini was interacting with
the media persons after the sixth Pre-budget consultation with
women for the Budget 2025-26, held in Panchkula.
Above-normal minimum temperatures in Punjab,
Haryana
Chandigarh: Punjab and Haryana recorded above-normal min-
imum temperatures on Monday and several parts of the two
states witnessed fog. Average minimum temperatures were 4.6
and 3.6 notches above normal in Punjab and Haryana respec-
tively, according to a meteorological department report. In
Punjab, Faridkot registered a minimum temperature of 7.5
degrees Celsius, the report said. Amritsar recorded a low of 8
degrees Celsius, four notches above normal, and Ludhiana 13.4
degrees Celsius, seven degrees above normal. The mercury set-
tled at 11.1 degrees Celsius in Patiala, 10 degrees Celsius in
Pathankot, 8.4 degrees Celsius in Bathinda and 8.5 degrees
Celsius in Gurdaspur. In neighbouring Haryana, Ambala
recorded a minimum temperature of 12.4 degrees Celsius, five
notches above normal. Hisar recorded a low of 9 degrees Celsius,
Karnal 9.8 degrees Celsius, Narnaul 6.3 degrees Celsius, Rohtak
11.4 degrees Celsius, Bhiwani 8.5 degrees Celsius, Sirsa 9 degrees
Celsius and Faridabad 13.7 degrees Celsius. Chandigarh, the
joint capital of the two states, recorded a low of 11.8 degrees
Celsius—four notches above normal.
Govt focused on equal development for all
regions: Hry Minister
Chandigarh: Haryana Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare,
Fisheries, and Animal Husbandry Minister Shyam Singh Rana
on Monday emphasized the Haryana government's commit-
ment to the equal development of all regions during his thank-
you visit to several villages in the Radaur Assembly constituency.
He highlighted the government's continuous efforts to imple-
ment policies benefiting every section of society. 
Hry Chief Secretary reviews various schemes with
Secretaries
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Secretary Vivek Joshi has called
for the effective implementation of the Special Swachhta
Campaign, running from January 1 to January 31, 2025, to pro-
mote cleanliness and hygiene across the state. Joshi emphasized
the importance of thorough reviews of central government
schemes to ensure full utilization of funds for development and
welfare. Reviewing various schemes with the administrative sec-
retaries, Joshi reviewed the state’s cleanliness initiatives,
underlining the campaign’s role in enhancing office efficien-
cy and proper record maintenance. He highlighted the align-
ment of this campaign with the broader Swachh Bharat Mission
led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and spearheaded in
Haryana by Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini. The Chief
Secretary stressed the need to accelerate the adoption of e-office
systems to streamline government operations. He directed
Administrative Secretaries to prioritize the digitization of
records to improve communication, reduce delays, and
enhance productivity.
Old vehicles to be scrapped and recycled in
Haryana: Minister  
Chandigarh: Haryana government on Monday notified the
Vehicle Scrappage and Recycling Facility Incentive Policy 2024
registered in the state. The initiative will enable proper disposal
and recycling of old vehicles while promoting environmental
sustainability through reduction of pollution. Industries and
Commerce Minister, Rao Narbir Singh said that after the NGT
fixed the passing limit period of 10 years for old diesel vehi-
cles and 15 years for petrol vehicles in the National Capital
Region (NCR), the number of condemned vehicles is contin-
uously increasing and in view of this, the Haryana government
has taken this decision. He emphasised that this initiative of
the government will enable vehicle parts, recycling and reuse,
contributing to both environmental protection and econom-
ic growth. Vehicle owners will also get financial benefits, and
the public will get relief from parking condemned vehicles on
roads, streets and other public places, said the Minister.
Haryana sets timeframe for issuing temporary &
new electricity connections
Chandigarh: The Haryana government has set the time limit
for issuing temporary connections, new connections, or
additional load under the Right to Service Act, 2014 for LT sup-
ply, excluding the Agriculture Pumping (AP) category. Chief
Secretary Vivek Joshi has issued a notification to this effect.
Now, temporary connections, new connections, or addition-
al load will be issued within 3 days in metropolitan areas, 7
days in other municipal areas, and 15 days in rural areas from
the receipt of complete applications, fees, and documents.
No new recruitment in 100 days of BJP Govt in
Hry: Hooda
Chandigarh: Reacting on completion of 100 days of BJP gov-
ernment, former Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Monday said that the Government has also proved to be a fail-
ure on every front, like the previous two terms. He said that
Haryana, which was number one in per capita income, per capi-
ta investment and employment before 2014, has been made
number one in unemployment, inflation and crime by the BJP.
Today no person feels safe in the state. Talking to journalists,
Hooda said BJP came to power by promising to provide 2 lakh
permanent jobs, but after the formation of the government, no
new recruitment was done. “On the contrary, the retrenchment
of employees engaged under Kaushal Rozgar Nigam has been
started. Instead of providing employment, the government is
busy snatching employment,” he said.
Parliamentary panel takes stock of Swachh
Bharat Mission in Chandigarh
Chandigarh: A parliamentary Standing Committee led by
Magunta Sreenivasulu Reddy, Chairperson of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee comprising other members from Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha on Monday visited various flagship
Mission projects including Swachh Bharat Mission, AMRUT
and Smart City. The delegation comprising Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha members and accompanied by members of the com-
mittee and the ministry executives was very happy with clean-
liness being maintained in Chandigarh. The delegation visit-
ed the construction and demolition plant at industrial area,
where the delegation was apprised by the officials of MC
Chandigarh that there are total 22 C&D waste collection cen-
ters, where the C&D waste collected and transported to the pro-
cessing plant for its 100 percent recycling to make various prod-
ucts including aggregates of different sizes i.e. 10mm, 20mm,
40mm and recycled washed sand & silt.
Himachal Govt giving special impetus to sports
in state: CM Sukhu
Shimla: Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
while travelling from
Dharamshala to Manali
made a brief stop at Dohag
helipad in Jogindernagar
due to unfavorable weath-
er on Monday. During the
halt, he played cricket with
local children and boosted
their morale and promoted
the spirit of sportsmanship amongst them. Sukhu said that the
present state government was giving special emphasis to encour-
age sports in Himachal Pradesh as it not only keeps the youth
physically fit but also inspires them to stay away from drugs.
He proceeded to Kangnidhar helipad in Mandi and continued
his journey by road to Manali.
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Last week, I had the priv-
ilege of being on the
panel of judges for an

elocution competition for
students, with the topic ‘The
Perfect Solution to Make
People Smile More.’ It was an
intriguing subject-one very
close to my heart-because I
am the kind of person who
smiles a lot. A lot more than
people sometimes care to
respond to or reciprocate.
On the street, in the metro, in
the building gallery, during
my walk-almost anyone I can
get eye contact with, whether
stranger or friend, gets a
smile. It is the most inexpen-
sive gift I can offer, regardless
of whether it is valued or not.
It’s a heart-felt gesture that
could be the very thing some-
one needs to make their day.
The children who partici-
pated came up with some
remarkable ideas-everything
from making a smile a com-
modity that fetches monetary
rewards or other tangible
benefits to evoking emotion-
al points that deeply resonat-
ed with the empathy in me.
Given that the contest was
called “Pitch Perfect,” the stu-
dents brought forth many
innovative concepts to make
people smile, many of which

revolved around technology.
It was fascinating to imagine
how new-age devices could
inspire smiles, but I couldn’t
help wondering-do we really
need tools and gadgets to
smile? Can’t we simply find
natural reasons for it? Can’t
we create genuine moments
that make people’s eyes crin-
kle at the corners authentical-
ly?
As I waited for those ideas to
unfold, I felt a gentle discom-
fort with the implicit belief
that nothing happens these
days without gadgets. But
then came a few gems that
emphasised the importance of
compassion, empathy, and
kindness as part of our daily
lives-powerful ingredients for
sparking smiles. This is what
I want the younger generation
to embody-an attitude that
encourages them to be better
people each day, spreading

smiles through simple acts of
kindness, rather than relying
solely on innovations.
I was deeply moved by what
some of the children shared.
When I asked one young
participant what act of kind-
ness he had done that day to
make someone smile or
brighten their day, his answer
was simple yet profound: “I
told my mother how yummy
the breakfast was, and it made
her very happy.”
My takeaway from the expe-
rience was this: the new gen-
eration is competitive, full of
energy to beat the odds and
rise to the top in life. But it is
also brimming with humane-
ness and rationality, qualities
nurtured by the guidance of
teachers, parents, and men-
tors. As they navigate the
pressures of becoming super
achievers, they still under-
stand that the roots of happi-
ness and peace lie in kindness
and compassion. As is my
habit, I often ask my students
if they enjoy going to school
and, if so, why. The answer I
invariably hear is they like
school not because of what
they learn in class, but
because of their friends. This
sometimes makes me ques-
tion my belief that schools

and universities should be
temples of learning-platforms
for young minds to ignite and
soar. 
Their answer also makes me
wonder if there’s more to be
desired in how we mould our
students. Have we focused too
much on academic excel-
lence at the cost of soul-nur-
turing education? Perhaps
we need to spend less time
teaching children skills to
thrive in a competitive world
and more time preparing
them to be compassionate,
kind-hearted individuals who
bring joy to those around
them. 
This competition, with all its
innovation and spirited ener-
gy, reminded me that the
most profound solutions to
making people smile often lie
in the simplest of acts: a
word of appreciation, a com-
pliment, a smile shared.
As we look toward a future
increasingly driven by tech-
nology, let’s not lose sight of
what makes us truly human.
It’s the little things that have
the power to make the world
a little brighter. 
(The author is a Dubai-based
columnist and children’s writ-
ing coach. She has published
six books. Views are personal)

India’s space programme, spearheaded by the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO), has achieved yet another landmark with its first successful space docking
experiment. This milestone represents a pivotal moment in the nation’s space explo-

ration journey, further cementing ISRO’s reputation as a key player in global space tech-
nology. Space docking is the process of two spacecraft connecting in orbit, enabling
the transfer of crew, equipment, or fuel. It is a critical technology for advanced space
missions, including the construction of space stations, in-orbit servicing and interplan-
etary travel. The ability to dock spacecraft is a benchmark for spacefaring nations, sig-
nifying their capability to perform complex operations in space. ISRO’s docking exper-
iment involved two small, indigenously developed spacecraft launched into orbit. The
mission demonstrated autonomous manoeuvering, where the spacecraft approached
each other, aligned precisely, and successfully docked while orbiting Earth at high speeds.

The operation required intricate planning and the devel-
opment of cutting-edge technologies such as preci-
sion navigation, control systems, and robotic mech-
anisms.
This docking experiment lays the groundwork for
India’s ambition to develop its own modular space
station, a project slated for the next decade. Space
docking technology is critical for future missions to
the Moon and Mars. It facilitates the assembly of larg-
er spacecraft in orbit and supports refueling and crew
transfer, essential for long-duration missions. Mastery
of docking technology positions India as a potential
partner for international projects, such as the Lunar

Gateway or other collaborative space station endeavours. The success underscores
ISRO’s ability to innovate and develop sophisticated technologies domestically, reduc-
ing reliance on external support. Executing a docking manoeuver is no small feat. ISRO
had to address multiple challenges, including developing highly accurate navigation
and control systems capable of autonomous decision-making. Ensuring synchronisa-
tion of two spacecraft traveling at speeds exceeding 28,000 km/h. ISRO’s successful
space docking marks a critical step forward in India’s space aspirations. It aligns with
the organisation’s vision to expand its presence in low Earth orbit and beyond. The
achievement also inspires confidence in India’s space capabilities as the nation eyes
ambitious goals such as the Gaganyaan human spaceflight mission, lunar exploration,
and interplanetary ventures. The international space community has lauded ISRO’s accom-
plishment, recognising it as a significant technical breakthrough. It reaffirms India’s
position as a rising space power, capable of undertaking challenging and high-stakes
missions. As the nation continues to push the boundaries of what’s possible, this mile-
stone serves as a foundation for even greater achievements in the years to come. With
every new stride, India moves closer to its dream of being a leader in the final frontier.

A giant leap in space

pensation in these countries is far higher
than what they would earn in India. For
instance, Saudi Arabia alone is home to
approximately 2.5 million Indians as of
2024, most of whom belong to the lower
economic strata. The situation is similar in
other Gulf countries. However, this sce-
nario may soon change. To regulate the
influx of people from India, Saudi Arabia
has now imposed restrictions on its work
visa policies. These stricter regulations will
come into effect from Makar Sankranti,
January 14, 2025.
Applicants for work visas in Saudi Arabia
will now have to undergo a pre-verifica-
tion process for their educational and pro-
fessional qualifications. Those with insuf-
ficient qualifications may face rejection
from obtaining a work visa. Other Gulf
countries, such as the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, Oman and Kuwait, also
employ millions of Indians. Like Saudi
Arabia, these nations are also likely to
implement measures to control the num-
ber of Indian workers entering their ter-
ritories. 

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai

FIRE BROKE OUT AT MAHAKUMBH 
Madam — A fire broke out in the Maha
Kumbh area in Prayagraj, leading to the
burning of several tents. Two cylinders
exploded in Sector 19 of the Maha Kumbh
Mela, causing a massive fire in the camps.
Firefighters are trying to douse the blaze. 
Although the police and administration
team reached the spot, and the fire had
been doused. But the issue has raised sev-
eral questions on the safety of the devotees
that have come from far areas to visit the
spiritual atmosphere of the holy confluence
and take a dip at the Triveni Sangam. 
The government and administration
express sorrow over the incident and pray
for the safety of all devotees. It is the gov-
ernment’s responsibility to ensure securi-
ty, control the fire, and prevent such inci-
dents in the future. Instead of paying deep
consideration for the advertisement,
authorities should develop focus on the
safety and security of the lives of devotees. 

Dimple Wadhawan | Kanpur Nagar

GOVERNOR VS STATE GOVERNMENT
Madam —The dispute between the Tamil
Nadu government and Governor Dr RN
Ravi over vice-chancellor appointments has
reached the Supreme Court. On January
17, 2025, a bench led by Justices JB
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan intervened,
stating that the matter would be resolved
by the next hearing unless the parties
reached an agreement. The Tamil Nadu
Government has filed writ petitions accus-
ing the Governor of delays and non-com-
pliance with constitutional duties. The
court has scheduled the next hearing for
next Wednesday, signalling its readiness to
resolve the deadlock. This conflict echoes
previous legal cases on gubernatorial
powers in university appointments. 
In The Chancellor, University of Kerala vs
Governor of Kerala (2017), the Supreme
Court affirmed that while the Governor
holds discretionary powers in such
appointments, consultation with the state
government is crucial. Similarly, the 2019
West Bengal VC appointment case empha-
sised state autonomy in these matters, rein-
forcing the need for cooperation between
the state and the governor. External Affairs
Minister Dr S Jaishankar, in his Nani
Palkhivala Memorial Lecture, highlighted
the importance of constitutional morality
and the role of advisors in governance. His
remarks, though not directly related to the
Tamil Nadu case, underscore the signifi-
cance of upholding constitutional norms.
The Supreme Court’s involvement could
clarify the limits of gubernatorial power,
setting a precedent for future state-gover-
nor conflicts. This case tests the balance
between state autonomy and the governor’s
constitutional duties, with far-reaching
implications for governance.

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai

STRICTER RULES FOR MIGRANTS
Madam —Many Indians move to Gulf
countries to earn money within a short
period. They live there for a few years, earn
a substantial income and manage to sur-
vive under tough conditions. Even if the
work is as labourers, the monetary com-
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School students perform during Kokborok Day celebrations, in Agartala PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

ISRO’S space docking underscores the nation’s technical

prowess and sets the stage for future space explorations 

our core focus right from day
one of the planning stage as we
knew that Mahakumbh this
time would also be leaving a
host of critical messages for the
world. In symbolic terms, at a
time when the geo-political
turbulence is quite evident
and religious intolerance is
raising its head in many cor-
ners of the world, the
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj is
yet another occasion to prove
the richness of our Sanatani
heritage which is rooted in the
philosophy of co-existence
and welfare of the humanity. 
With thousands of foreign
devotees ( not only NRIs but
devotees from other national-
ities and religions too) expect-
ed to arrive at the holy site and
experience the magnificence of
Bharat’s religious strength, the
show has to also offer them a
glimpse of the world’s ancient
society being in a serious
resurgent mode. 
The event has to intrinsically
validate our subtle claim of
global leadership in several
spheres. There is one more
critical message that we wish
to emanate from Mahakumbh
this time. And that pertains to
the growing economic prowess
of Uttar Pradesh. From being
in the disparaging ‘Bimaru’
state club till the recent decade,
the turnaround in the state’s
economic fortune would be

quite evident at the site for
which we have left no stone
unturned. That millions of
visitors should carry the
impression of a modern and
thriving economy is indeed an
objective. 
We have been working quite
hard in reviving the state’s
economy since 2017 trying to
put it in the leader’s club (
among states) in the country.
There has been a slew of pol-
icy and regulatory interven-
tions which have delivered
positive results. We are the
third largest economy (state-
wise) which has an impressive
share of over 8 per cent in the
national GDP. The annual
growth of the state’s economy
in the last seven-eight years has
been to the tune of 11 per cent,
among the highest in the
country. Despite being a land-
locked state, we have a share of
around 5 per cent in the
national exports which has
facilitated our defining
Marketing Development
Assistance scheme. 
This year, we will be announc-
ing a new export policy that
will take into consideration the
new business opportunities
(for the next five years) emerg-
ing from a far superior infra-
structural base. We today have
the largest rail network in the
country, 38 per cent express-
ways’ share of the national

kitty, four international and
nine domestic airports.
Further, seven new airports are
under construction including
the world-class Jewar Airport
which will be unveiled soon.
To energise grassroots
economies, one of our major
initiatives has been: the one-
district-one-product scheme.
Launched in 2018, this scheme
seeks to identify the specific
USP product of 75 districts
and help the local stakehold-
ers take that business to the
next level with all-round sup-
port (training to marketing)
from government agencies.
Since the inception of the
scheme, we have supported
over 1,33,472 artisans across
the state.The efforts to give a
decisive rejig to the state econ-
omy have considerably paid
off, propelling us to commit to
further pushing our growth
momentum and becoming a
$1 trillion economy in the not-
so-distant future. This is the
core objective of our econom-
ic salvation route, which we
have been pursuing for quite
some time. And I am quite
confident, that the visitors to
Mahakumbh this time, will
also have a sufficient glimpse
of it.

(The writer is Minister for
Industrial Development &

Export Promotion, Uttar
Pradesh; views are personal)

Mahakumbh: Spiritual fervour

meets economic revival

Over 3 crore devo-
tees, both national
and international,
taking a holy dip on
the debut day of

Mahakumbh in Prayagraj, has just
validated what we have been
saying for the past several months.
In terms of scale and grandeur,
this edition of Mahakumbh
would not only be the largest reli-
gious congregation on the plan-
et. But it would also remain
unmatched for a very long time.
We estimate that it will eventual-
ly have around 400 million visi-
tors (more than double the pre-
vious edition). But won’t be sur-
prised if the actual number
exceeds our expectations, by a
modest margin. Elaborate
arrangements would be an under-
statement. 
A more apt term would be epic-
scale preparations. Yes, this is
what went into this grand event
which we would like to be
remembered forever. The UP
government had sanctioned more
than 540 projects to create world-
class amenities at an estimated
expenditure in the vicinity of Rs
7,000 crore. You go to the site and
you will notice a sprawling new
city ( covering 4,000 hectares) has
been set up which has over 1.5
lakh tents and all basic amenities
including advanced medical cen-
tres and distinct pockets for busi-
nesses. 
There is hardly any name ( big or
small) in the consumer-facing
business that you will find miss-
ing in action at the holy site serv-
ing the devotees with their offer-
ings. On a cumulative basis, we
are expecting a generation of eco-
nomic activities worth Rs 2 lakh
crore or over $24 billion which is
simply staggering. 
The security architecture created
for this mega event is powered by
artificial intelligence (AI), which
is an added feature. Our objective
has been simple. We wanted to
create a site that would be the best
possible amalgamation of reli-
gious fervour of the highest order
and modern amenities of the best
class. And from the initial
response of the visitors, we seem
to have succeeded to a large
extent. It would be no exaggera-
tion to say that we have spared no
effort in ensuring that this grand
religious event assumes an
unmatchable character. This was

Indian women win Kho kho World Cup

OUR OBJECTIVE 
HAS BEEN 

SIMPLE. WE 
WANTED TO 

CREATE A SITE 
THAT WOULD
BE THE BEST

POSSIBLE
AMALGAMATION 

OF RELIGIOUS
FERVOUR

OF THE HIGHEST
ORDER AND

MODERN
AMENITIES OF THE

BEST CLASS

Sparking smile: Lessons from a

children’s elocution competition 

The Indian women’s team claimed
the title of the first Kho Kho
World Cup 2025 with their

exceptional skills, invincible strategy,
and incredible agility. On Sunday
evening at the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium, India secured their victory by
defeating Nepal with a massive mar-
gin of 78-40 in a historic match.

Dressed in blue jerseys, the Indian
players dominated the game right
from the start. Captain Priyanka
Ingale delivered an extraordinary per-
formance, scoring several crucial
touch points, which helped the team
maintain a consistent lead. Under her
leadership, the team built a 34-point
advantage and eliminated every pos-
sibility of a dream run for Nepal.
This victory stands as a living testa-
ment to Indian women’s power and
their growing influence in the world
of sports. This historic achievement
has not only brought glory to the
nation but also inspired women ath-
letes across the country. It symbolis-
es the triumph of teamwork, determi-
nation, and relentless effort. 

R K Jain | Barwani 

NAND GOPAL GUPTA
NANDI

ASHA IYER KUMAR

From innovative tech-based ideas to timeless acts of kindness, the young participants presented

thoughtful solutions that left me inspired about what truly makes us happy

This edition of Mahakumbh is not only the world’s largest religious congregation but also a
showcase of Uttar Pradesh’s evolving economic prowess and cultural magnificence
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THE
BEAUTY

AND
WELLNESS

SECTOR
ALONE IS

PROJECTED
TO GROW 

AT A 
COMPOUND

ANNUAL
GROWTH RATE

(CAGR) OF 18 PER
CENT OVER 

THE NEXT
FIVE YEARS

Education is not merely the transfer of knowledge. It is the shap-
ing of minds, the fostering of growth and even more the cultiva-
tion of potential. As educators, the role extends far beyond deliv-

ering lectures or grading assignments. It encompasses mentoring, inspir-
ing and empowering individuals to become critical thinkers and respon-
sible citizens. Reflecting on our roles allows us to embrace our respon-
sibilities more consciously and adapt to the evolving needs of learners
and society. In contemporary education, the role of the educator has
shifted from being the sole source of knowledge to a facilitator of learn-
ing.
This transition underscores the importance of guiding students to explore,
question, and construct their understanding. It is about creating an envi-
ronment where students feel safe to express their thoughts, make mis-
takes and grow from them. The role of an educator becomes especial-
ly significant when working with board students. When talking about
them, the educator’s primary responsibility is to ensure a strong under-
standing of the curriculum, including breaking down complex concepts,
identifying and addressing knowledge gaps and providing effective study
strategies.
Beyond teaching content, educators must help students develop time
management and exam techniques to perform confidently under pres-
sure. The role demands subject expertise and a keen awareness of the
examination format and trends. Today, the modern educational land-
scape for board students includes challenges such as increasing com-
petition, societal expectations, and the rapid integration of technology
in learning. Educators need to stay adaptable, leveraging digital tools

to make learning engaging and accessible by recognising diverse learn-
ing styles employing strategies to meet those needs, and ensuring that
every student feels included and valued. Additionally, acknowledging
the diverse learning needs of students and personalising instruction when-
ever possible is also crucial for ensuring their success. There is no deny-
ing that students are at a critical juncture in their academic journey, prepar-
ing for examinations that often determine their future educational and
career paths. Reflecting on our roles as educators in this context reveals
the need for a balanced approach that combines academic rigour, emo-
tional support, and life-skill development. 
One of the most vital roles of an educator is to be a lifelong learner.
Education is a dynamic field, and staying updated with pedagogical
advancements, cultural shifts, and technological innovations is essen-
tial. This commitment to personal growth will not only enhance teach-
ing effectiveness but will also model the value of continuous learning
for students.Teaching values such as critical thinking, collaboration, and
adaptability prepare students for challenges beyond the examination hall.
It is essential to emphasise that education is about equipping them with
skills for life, not just marks on a report card. Reflecting on our roles
as educators highlights the immense responsibility and opportunity, we
have in shaping young lives. It requires academic expertise, emotion-
al intelligence, and unwavering dedication. By nurturing not just the intel-
lect but also the spirit of our students, we as educators can guide them
toward success in their exams and, more importantly, in life. By embrac-
ing our multifaceted roles with passion and purpose, we can create trans-
formative experiences for our students and leave an enduring legacy
of knowledge and wisdom.

(The writer is an educator; views are personal)

THE TRANSFORMATIVE
ROLE OF EDUCATORS

Thousands of people
gather, holding banners
and chanting slogans,

their voices echoing through
the streets. For law enforce-
ment, these aren’t merely
demonstrations but skill, strat-
egy, and restraint tests.
Managing protests today
demands more than enforcing
law and order; it requires
innovation, preparation, and
trust. 
Reflecting on this evolving
role, a senior officer once
remarked, “Our goal isn’t to
silence dissent but to ensure it
unfolds safely for everyone
involved. Effective protest
management is about enabling
expression while maintaining
peace.” This philosophy
increasingly shapes how law
enforcement approaches pub-
lic demonstrations globally 

and in India. 
Dialogue Policing: 
Dialogue policing, extensive-
ly practised in Sweden and
Norway, prioritises proactive
communication between
police and protest organisers.
Liaison officers meet organis-
ers before demonstrations to
discuss routes, safety mea-
sures, and mutual expecta-
tions. This approach fosters
trust and de-escalates tensions

before they arise. Indian police
have applied similar strategies
during political rallies and
cultural events, engaging com-
munity leaders to ensure
peaceful outcomes.
Leveraging Technology: 
Technology is transforming
protest management globally.
In countries like Singapore and
South Korea, drones with
high-resolution cameras mon-
itor crowd density and move-
ment, while artificial intelli-
gence (AI) tools analyse data
to predict potential flashpoints.
This enables law enforcement
to allocate resources proactive-
ly and prevent crises. Indian
police are increasingly adopt-
ing these tools. Drones were
deployed during the farmers’
protests and other large-scale
events, offering real-time mon-
itoring of crowd dynamics.

Social media monitoring cells
track misinformation and nar-
ratives, enabling swift correc-
tive measures. Law enforce-
ment enhances its situational
awareness and credibility by
integrating technology with
traditional methods.
Non-Lethal Methods: 
Germany sets a global bench-
mark for using non-lethal
tools like water cannons,
sound devices, and barricades
to manage large gatherings.
Officers trained in crowd psy-
chology focus on isolating
disruptive elements while
respecting the rights of peace-
ful protestors. In India, non-
lethal methods have been
employed during sensitive
protests, such as barricading
roads to control crowds or
using water cannons to dis-
perse tense gatherings. The

focus remains on proportion-
ality—ensuring responses are
measured, harm is min-
imised, and democratic free-
doms are respected.
Transparency and
Accountability
Transparency is crucial for
public trust. In New Zealand,
body-worn cameras docu-
ment police actions during
protests, ensuring account-
ability and protecting officers
from false accusations.
Oversight bodies review

footage to ensure compliance
with established protocols. In
India, body-worn cameras
have been introduced in sev-
eral states, particularly during
sensitive operations.  
Multi-agency coordination
for Large Protests
Managing large-scale demon-
strations often requires multi-
agency collaboration. In the
United States, unified com-
mand centres integrate local
police, state law enforcement,
and federal agencies for cohe-
sive responses. These centres
streamline resource sharing
and operational alignment,
which is critical for complex
events.        India’s law enforce-
ment regularly employs simi-
lar coordination during signif-
icant events, such as farmers’
protests, political rallies, and
national festivals. Central para-

military forces often supple-
ment state police, ensuring
adequate workforce and
resources. Clear protocols and
seamless coordination are the
backbone of these efforts.
Comprehensive Training: 
Training is a cornerstone of
effective protest management.
Canadian police emphasise
de-escalation, cultural sensitiv-
ity, and conflict resolution,
with officers undergoing prac-
tical simulations to prepare for
high-pressure scenarios.
In India, the Bureau of Police
Research and Development
(BPR&D) has introduced
advanced modules covering
non-lethal tools, technology
integration, and crowd psy-
chology.  
Ethical Policing: 
Ethical considerations are cen-
tral to managing protests.

Globally, technologies like
drones and AI are governed by
protocols that protect privacy
and civil liberties. Similarly, the
principle of proportionality—
using the minimum force nec-
essary—guides actions to
ensure demonstrators’ rights
are respected. In India, police
increasingly emphasise ethical
practices. Engaging communi-
ty leaders, addressing griev-
ances, and prioritising dialogue
reflect a commitment to bal-
ancing public safety with
democratic freedoms. The
shift towards a restrained,
people-centric approach
underscores the evolving role
of law enforcement in a mod-
ern democracy. 

(The writer is Director
General of Police and Head of

the Haryana State Narcotics
Bureau; views are personal)

Balancing rights and order: Innovations in protest management

Educators serve as mentors and guide, empowering
students to become responsible citizens

SAKSHI SETHI

DINESH SOOD

By aligning with industry needs and empowering individuals with practical

expertise, the nation is paving the way for a more inclusive and dynamic workforce

How skill-based degrees are

redefining India’s future

Parity Between B Voc and BSc
Degrees
An essential aspect of this trans-
formation is recognising the equiv-
alence of Bachelor of Vocation (B
Voc) and Bachelor of Science
(BSc) degrees. While BSc focuses
on academic learning, B Voc
emphasises hands-on, industry-
relevant training. Recent policy
reforms place these degrees on par,
ensuring vocational education is
no longer seen as secondary but as
an equally credible academic path-
way. This parity allows B Voc grad-
uates to access the same opportu-
nities as BSc graduates in employ-
ment, higher education, or com-
petitive exams. It underscores the
value of skills and practical exper-
tise in driving economic growth.
Recognition of Prior Learning
(RPL) and National Credit
Framework
Recognition of Prior Learning
(RPL) further strengthens this
integration. RPL allows individu-
als to earn formal recognition for
previous informal training or work
experiences. 
When aligned with the National
Credit Framework, credits earned
in schools, vocational training
institutions, or universities become
seamlessly transferable across sec-
tors. This fosters flexibility in
education, empowering individu-
als to personalise their learning
journeys and reduce redundancy.
By integrating RPL with skill-
based programmes, India’s educa-
tion system becomes more inclu-
sive and adaptable. Employment
and Entrepreneurship
Opportunities Skill-based degree
programs unlock diverse career
pathways:
1. Private Sector Jobs: Luxury
wellness brands, fitness chains, and
beauty franchises seek trained
professionals. Graduates can
secure jobs in high-end spas,
salons, and wellness centres with
lucrative salaries and career
growth.
2. Self-Employment and
Freelancing: These courses

empower entrepreneurial indi-
viduals to establish businesses.
Graduates can run boutique salons
or offer personalised wellness ser-
vices, catering to niche markets.
3. Government Jobs: Recognising
vocational degrees has expanded
opportunities in government roles.
Graduates are eligible for positions
in wellness centres and initiatives
under schemes like Skill India and
PMKVY (Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana).
4. Global Opportunities:
Programmes often include inter-
nationally recognised certifica-
tions, enhancing employability
abroad. For instance, graduates
from LCBT in the UK find oppor-
tunities in European markets,
while Australian academy-trained
professionals thrive in Asia-Pacific
regions.
Breaking Stigmas Around
Vocational Careers
Vocational careers have long been
viewed as secondary options.
Introducing structured degree
programs challenges these stereo-
types. Formal education in salons,
spas, and beauty parlours com-
bines technical skills, business
acumen, and industry exposure,
positioning these professions as
aspirational. 
This shift is especially empower-
ing for women, who form a signif-
icant portion of the workforce in
these fields and now gain access to
recognised qualifications that
enhance professional credibility.
Challenges in Implementation
India’s higher education system,
often criticised for being theory-
heavy, struggles to improve prac-
tical skill sets. Initiatives like the
National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and platforms like SWAYAM
aim to modernise education, but
challenges remain:
1. Quality Assurance:
Maintaining high standards and
industry relevance requires collab-
oration with established industry
players.
2. Awareness: Many students and
parents remain unaware of these

opportunities, favouring tradi-
tional careers. Awareness cam-
paigns are crucial.
3. Infrastructure and Faculty:
Vocational education requires spe-
cialised infrastructure and trained
faculty. Institutions must invest in
state-of-the-art facilities and con-
tinuous professional development
for educators.
4. Recognition and
Accreditation: Further integration
into academia and government
recruitment processes will enhance
vocational degrees’ credibility.
Vision for the Future
Skill-based degree programmes
signify societal reform, recognis-
ing youth aspirations and aligning
education with market realities. By
formalising careers through struc-
tured courses, India creates a
skilled and confident workforce. 
These reforms reflect a commit-
ment to inclusivity, providing
pathways for diverse socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds to pursue
rewarding careers.
India is on the brink of an educa-
tional revolution. Skill-based
degrees in fields like salons, spas,
and beauty parlours redefine edu-
cation. These programmes bridge
the gap between aspiration and
opportunity, equipping students
with skills to thrive globally. As
these initiatives gain momentum,
scaling them, ensuring quality,
and destigmatising vocational
careers are imperative. With par-
ity between B Voc and BSc degrees
and the integration of RPL into the
National Credit Framework, India’s
education system is transforming
into a flexible and robust frame-
work. These changes will meet
today’s demands and shape a pros-
perous future for the nation.

(The writer is co-founder and
MD of Orane International, a

training partner of the National
Skill Development

Corporation(NSDC) and a net-
work Member of India

International Skills Centres, an
initiative of GoI. The views

expressed are personal)

India’s education system is under-
going a quiet revolution. As the
global job market evolves, the
emphasis on traditional degrees
gives way to skill-focused educa-

tion tailored to the demands of a
dynamic economy. A prime example is
the introduction of degree courses in
salons, spas, beauty parlours, and other
vocational domains. These courses sig-
nify a paradigm shift in how we perceive
education, employment, and entrepre-
neurship in ‘Viksit Bharat.’ This devel-
opment addresses critical challenges. It
aligns with the growing aspirations of
India’s youth, caters to burgeoning pri-
vate sector industries, and equips indi-
viduals with skills for self-employment,
entrepreneurship and opportunities
abroad.
Growing Demand for Vocational
Expertise
The global wellness industry, valued at
over $4 trillion, continues to expand,
with India emerging as a key player. 
The beauty and wellness sector alone is
projected to grow at a compound annu-
al growth rate (CAGR) of 18 per cent
over the next five years. The personal
grooming industry demands nearly 1.3
million professionals annually, signifi-
cantly surpassing the 3-4 lakh jobs the
software industry adds yearly. This
boom has created immense demand for
skilled professionals, from hairstylists
and spa therapists to salon managers and
beauty wellness consultants. Recognising
this, regulatory bodies like the UGC and
AICTE have integrated skills courses into
the education system. Indian universi-
ties now collaborate with training insti-
tutes to offer structured programmes like
the Bachelor of Science (BSc) in Beauty
and Wellness. These programmes cover
skincare, makeup artistry and salon
management. 
Other universities offer diplomas and
degree programmes in wellness and hos-
pitality sectors, designed with industry
leaders. Globally, institutions such as the
London College of Beauty Therapy
(UK) and the Australian Academy of
Beauty Dermal and Laser offer world-
class programmes. These courses adhere
to international standards, providing
globally recognised certifications that
enhance employability abroad.

O P SINGH

Protests are the lifeblood of democracy. For law enforcement, it must carefully balance between public safety and democratic freedoms

FIRSTCOLUMN
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Hamas returns 3 Israeli hostages, Israel frees 90 prisoners
PTI n RAMALLAH

After 15 months of collective
grief and anxiety, three

Israeli hostages left Hamas
captivity and returned to Israel,
and dozens of Palestinian pris-
oners walked free from Israeli
jail, leaving both Israelis and
Palestinians torn between cel-
ebration and trepidation as the
ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas took hold Sunday. 
The skies above Gaza and
Israel were silent for the first
time in over a year, and
Palestinians began returning to
what was left of the homes they
fled across the war-ravaged
enclave, started to check on rel-
atives left behind and, in many
cases, to bury their dead. After
months of tight Israeli restric-
tions, more than 600 trucks
carrying humanitarian aid
rolled into the devastated ter-
ritory.
The ceasefire that went into
effect Sunday morning stirred
modest hopes for ending the
Israel-Hamas war. 
But in Israel, the joy of seeing
freed hostages Emily Damari,
Romi Gonen, and Doron
Steinbrecher reunited with
their families was tempered by
major questions over the fate of
the nearly 100 others abduct-
ed in Hamas’ Oct 7, 2023,
attack, still in captivity in Gaza. 
Damari, Gonen and

Steinbrecher were the first
among 33 Israeli hostages who
are meant to be released in the
coming six weeks in a deal that
includes a pause in fighting, the
release of nearly 2,000
Palestinian prisoners and
increased fuel and aid deliver-
ies for Gaza. 
What happens after the deal’s
first phase of 42 days is uncer-

tain. The agreement’s subse-
quent stages call for more
releases of hostages and prison-
ers and a permanent end to the
war. 
But Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who was
pressured by the outgoing
Biden administration and
incoming Trump administra-
tion to secure a deal before the

president-elect’s inauguration
Monday in Washington, has
said he received assurances
from Trump that Israel could
continue fighting Hamas if
necessary.
On Sunday, many Israelis
stayed glued to TV screens all
afternoon to glimpse the
women being released through
the windows of the Red Cross

ambulance. Footage showed
them thronged by thousands of
jostling Palestinians, including
Hamas gunmen wearing green
headbands, as militants hand-
ed them over to the Red Cross
on a packed street in Gaza City.
“An entire nation embraces
you,” Netanyahu said.
National Security Minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir, a far-right

lawmaker who resigned on
Sunday from Netanyahu’s gov-
erning coalition over the cease-
fire, said the nation was “happy
and excited” for their release. 
In videos released by the Israeli
government, the women were
seen weeping and hugging
their family members. Damari
raised her bandaged hand in
triumph. 
The military said she lost two
fingers in the Hamas-led mil-
itant attack on Oct. 7, 2023, that
killed over 1,200 people, most-
ly civilians, and resulted in the
abduction of some 250 others.
Applause erupted among the
thousands who gathered to
watch the poignant scenes on
large screens at Hostages
Square, the Tel Aviv plaza
where families and supporters
of hostages have been protest-
ing weekly to demand a cease-
fire deal. 
It took another seven hours for
such scenes to unfold in the
occupied West Bank, where the
mood was initially subdued as
the Israeli military warned that
public celebrations for the
released prisoners would be
punished.
But scuffles with Israeli secu-
rity forces and hours of waiting
did little to deter the crowds
that flooded the streets around
1 a.m., as large white buses car-
rying 90 Palestinian detainees
— all women or teens — exit-

ed the gates of Ofer prison, near
the West Bank city of
Ramallah. 
Drivers revved their engines in
celebration. Fireworks erupted.
Several men climbed on top of
the bus and hoisted three
Hamas flags. “God is greater!”
the crowds shouted.
Many of those released
expressed elation tinged with
grief for the devastation
wrought by the war in Gaza. 
A “double feeling” is how the
most prominent detainee freed,
Khalida Jarrar, 62, described it.
Jarrar is a leading member of
the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, a sec-
ular leftist faction that was
involved in attacks against
Israel in the 1970s but later
scaled back militant activities.
Since her arrest in late 2023, she
was held under indefinitely
renewable administrative
detention — a widely criticized
practice that Israel uses against
Palestinians.
“There’s this double feeling
we’re living in, on the one
hand, this feeling of freedom,
that we thank everyone for, and
on the other hand, this pain, of
losing so many Palestinian
martyrs,” she told The
Associated Press.
All of those being released
had been detained for what
Israel called offenses related to
its security, from throwing

stones and promoting violence
on social media to more seri-
ous accusations such as
attempted murder. 
The next release of hostages
and prisoners is due Saturday.
In just over two weeks, talks are
to begin on the far more chal-
lenging second phase of the
ceasefire agreement. In Gaza,
there was palpable relief at the
prospect of six weeks without
fighting and Israeli bombard-
ment that so far has killed over
46,000 Palestinians, according
to Gaza’s Health Ministry,
which says women and chil-
dren make up more than half
the fatalities but does not dis-
tinguish between civilians and
fighters.
The skies above the besieged
territory were free of Israeli
warplanes for the first day
since a weeklong ceasefire in
November 2023 that freed over
100 hostages, offering
Palestinians a chance to take
stock of the devastation. 
“This ceasefire was a joy mixed
with pain,” Rami Nofal, said a
displaced man from Gaza City,
explaining that his son was
killed by Israeli bombardment. 
Masked Hamas militants
appeared at some celebrations,
triumphant as crowds chanted
slogans in support of them. 
The Hamas-run police
reemerged from months of
hiding. 

Israelis celebrate the release of three hostages who had been held captive by Hamas in Gaza as they gather in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Sunday AP/PTI

Let America own 50% of TikTok: Trump
PTI nWASHINGTON

TikTok is back in the US after
President-elect Donald

Trump on Sunday praised it and
said let the government own 50
per cent of the popular short
video sharing platform.
TikTok went dark in the US on
Saturday night because of a leg-
islation, but it was back within
less than 24 hours after Trump
vowed to issue an executive
order on his first day in office to
delay the enforcement of the law.
The short-video app is used by
170 million Americans.
“As of today, TikTok is back. You
know, I did a little TikTok thing.
We have a guy, TikTok Jack. He’s
a young kid, like 21 years old. We
hired this guy and I went on
TikTok. We went on TikTok as
Republicans never won the
youth vote. They won a lot of
votes, but they never won the
youth vote. But we won the
youth vote by 36 points. So I like
TikTok,” Trump told his support-
ers at a victory rally here.
“Who in this audience goes
with TikTok? Many? Frankly, we
have no choice. We have to save
a lot of jobs. We don’t want to
give our business to China. We
don’t want to give our business
to other people,” Trump added.
Stating that the solution to the
TikTok issue is a joint venture,
Trump said, “They did that a
long time ago when they had a
different president. They didn’t
know that I was going to be the
president. So I said, very simply,
a joint venture. If you don’t
approve, they’re out of business.
They’re worth nothing. If you do
approve, they’re worth like a tril-
lion dollars.”
“So, I said, I’ll approve, but let the
United States own 50 per cent of
TikTok. I’m approving on behalf
of the nation. So, they’ll have a
partner, the United States, and
they’ll have a lot of bidders, and
we will do what we call a joint
venture deal,” the President-
elect said. 
“We’re not putting up any money.
All we’re doing is giving them the
approval, without which they
have nothing,” Trump said,
adding, “Whether you like
TikTok or not, we’re going to
make a lot of money.”

Trump vows to act at historic speed
to fix ‘every single crisis facing US’
PTI n WASHINGTON

On the eve of his inaugu-
ration, President-elect

Donald Trump promised his
supporters and countrymen
that he will act at historic
speed to fix every single cri-
sis facing the United States.
“Starting tomorrow, I will
act with historic speed and
strength and fix every single
crisis facing our country. We
have to do it,” Trump told his
supporters at the Capitol One
Arena, which was full to its
capacity of 20,000 for a “Make
America Great” victory cele-
bration, with a large number
of people waiting outside in
chilling cold.
Trump, 78, made a stunning
comeback when he defeated
Vice President Kamala Harris
in last year’s general election
to become only the second
person in US history to be
sworn in as the president
after a gap of four years.
Trump, who will replace Joe
Biden as the 47th president of
the United States on Monday,
arrived at the US Capitol on
Saturday.
On a jam-packed day full of
engagements,  Trump
addressed thousands of his
supporters at what he called
a ‘victory rally’.
“Before even taking office,
you are already seeing results
that nobody expected to see.
Everyone is calling it the
Trump effect. It’s you. You’re
the effect,” Trump said.
“Since the election, the stock
market has surged, while
small business optimism has
soared a record 41 points to
a 39-year high. Bitcoin has
shattered one record after
another. Major investment
company DMACC Properties
has announced that it will
invest between USD 20 bil-
lion and USD 40 billion in the
US. 

“SoftBank, another great
company,  has pledged
between USD 100 billion and
USD 200 billion. These are all
investments that are only
being made because of the
fact that we won the election,”
he added.
Referring to meeting Apple
CEO Tim Cook on Sunday,
Trump said, “He said they’re

going to make a massive
investment in the US because
of our big election victory.” 
Giving an insight into his Day
1 plans, he told the cheering
crowd, “Our incoming
administration has achieved
all of this in the Middle East
in less than three months
without me being the presi-
dent. 

We’ve already achieved more
than what they’ve (Joe Biden
administration) done in four
years.
“Just imagine all the good
things we will accomplish
together with four more years
in the White House. We are
going to do a lot of things.
You’re going to see something
tomorrow. You’re going to
see executive orders that are
going to make you extreme-
ly happy.”
Elaborating further, Trump
said, “We have to set our
country on the proper course.
By the time the sun sets
tomorrow, the invasion of
our borders will come to a
halt, and all the illegal border
trespassers will, in some form
or another, be on their way
back home. Think of it.
Millions and millions of peo-
ple came into our country
through open borders. No
checks, no vetting, no any-
thing. And a lot of those
people are murderers.”
Trump also said the border
security measures he will
outline in his inaugural
address on Monday will be
the most “aggressive, sweep-
ing efforts to restore our bor-
ders the world has ever seen”.
“We had the best, safest bor-
der in the history of our
country,” he said.
Appearing briefly on the
stage, Tesla owner Elon Musk,
who has been made in-charge
of the newly-created
Department of Government
Efficiency, said they are look-
ing forward to making a lot of
changes. 
“This victory is the begin-
ning. What matters going
forward is to actually make
significant changes, cement
those changes, and set the
foundation for America to be
strong for centuries, forever...
And make America great
again,” Musk said. 

Elon Musk, left, and President-elect Donald Trump embrace as they look at Musk's
son X vÜ A-Xii, at a rally ahead of the 60th Presidential Inauguration, Sunday, in
Washington. AP/PTI

Biden pardons Fauci, Milley to guard
against potential ‘revenge’ by Trump
PTI n WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden on
Monday pardoned Dr

Anthony Fauci, retired Gen
Mark Milley and members of
the House committee that
investigated the Jan 6 attack on
the Capitol, using the extraor-
dinary powers of his office in
his final hours to guard against
potential “revenge” by the
incoming Trump administra-
tion. The decision by Biden
comes after Donald Trump
warned of an enemies list filled
with those who have crossed
him politically or sought to
hold him accountable for his
attempt to overturn his 2020
election loss and his role in the
storming of the US Capitol on
Jan 6, 2021.
Trump has selected Cabinet
nominees who backed his elec-
tion lies and who have pledged
to punish those involved in
efforts to investigate him.
“The issuance of these pardons
should not be mistaken as an
acknowledgment that any indi-
vidual engaged in any wrong-
doing, nor should acceptance
be misconstrued as an admis-
sion of guilt for any offence,”
Biden said in a statement.
“Our nation owes these public
servants a debt of gratitude for
their tireless commitment to
our country.” The pardons,

announced with just hours
left in his presidency, have
been the subject of heated
debate for months at the high-
est levels of the White House.
It’s customary for a president
to grant clemency at the end of
his term, but those acts of
mercy are usually offered to
Americans who have been
convicted of crimes.
Biden has used the power in
the broadest and most untest-
ed way possible: to pardon
those who have not even been
investigated yet. The decision
lays the groundwork for an
even more expansive use of
pardons by Trump and future
presidents.
While the Supreme Court last
year ruled that the president
enjoys broad immunity from
prosecution for what could be
considered official acts, the
president’s aides and allies
enjoy no such shield.
There are fears that Trump or
future presidents could use
the promise of a blanket par-
don to encourage allies to take
actions they might otherwise
resist for fear of running afoul
of the law.
Trump, who takes office at
noon, has promised to, in his
first moments as president,
pardon many of those involved
in the violent and bloody Jan
6, 2021, attack, which injured

roughly 140 law enforcement
officers. It’s unclear whether
those pardoned by Biden
would need to apply for the
clemency or even accept the
offer at all. Any acceptance
could be seen as a tacit admis-
sion of guilt or wrongdoing,
validating years of attacks by
Trump and his supporters,
even though those who have
been pardoned have not been
formally accused of any crimes.
“These are exceptional cir-
cumstances, and I cannot in
good conscience do nothing,”
Biden said, adding that “Even
when individuals have done
nothing wrong — and in fact
have done the right thing —
and will ultimately be exoner-
ated, the mere fact of being
investigated or prosecuted can
irreparably damage reputa-
tions and finances.”
Fauci was director of the
National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases at the
National Institutes of Health
for nearly 40 years, including
during Trump’s term in office
and later served as Biden’s
chief medical adviser until his
retirement in 2022. He helped
coordinate the nation’s
response to the COVID-19
pandemic and raised Trump’s
ire when he resisted the
Trump’s untested public health
notions.

Houthis to limit their
attacks in Red Sea
Dubai (PTI): Yemen’s Houthi
rebels have signaled they now
will limit their attacks in the
Red Sea corridor to only
Israeli-affiliated ships, just as
a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip
entered its second day
Monday. 
The Houthis’ announcement,
made in an email sent to ship-
pers and others on Sunday,
likely won’t be enough to
encourage global firms to
reenter the route that’s crucial
for cargo and energy ship-
ments moving between Asia
and Europe. Their attacks have
halved traffic through the
region, cutting deeply into
revenues for Egypt, which
runs the Suez Canal linking
the Red Sea to the
Mediterranean.
“The ceasefire is considered
fragile,” said Jakob P. Larsen,
the head of maritime security
for BIMCO, the largest inter-
national association repre-
senting shipowners. 
“It is assessed that even minor
deviations from the ceasefire
agreements could lead to hos-
tilities, which would subse-
quently prompt the Houthis to
again direct threats against a
broader range of internation-
al shipping.”
The Houthis separately
planned a military statement
on Monday, likely about the
decision. 
The Houthis made the
announcement through their
Humanitarian Operations
Coordination Center, saying it
was “stopping sanctions” on
the other vessels it has previ-

ously targeted since November
2023.  For Israeli ships, those
“sanctions ... will be stopped
upon the full implementation
of all phases” of the ceasefire,
it added.However, the center
left open resuming attacks
against both the United States
and the United Kingdom,
which have launched airstrikes
targeting the rebels over their
seaborne assaults. 
“In the event of any aggression
... the sanctions will be rein-
stated against the aggressor
state,” the center said. “You will
be promptly informed of such
measures should they be
implemented.” 
The Houthis have targeted
over 100 merchant vessels
with missiles and drones since
the Israel-Hamas war in the
Gaza Strip started in October
2023, after Hamas’ surprise
attack on Israel that killed
1,200 people and saw 250 oth-
ers taken hostage. Israel’s mil-
itary offensive in Gaza has
killed over 46,000 Palestinians,
according to local health offi-
cials who do not distinguish
between civilians and combat-
ants but say women and chil-
dren make up more than half
the fatalities.
The Iranian-backed Houthis
have seized one vessel and
sunk two in a campaign that
has also killed four sailors.
Other missiles and drones
have either been intercepted by
separate US- and European-
led coalitions in the Red Sea or
failed to reach their targets,
which have also included
Western military vessels.

Teen pleads guilty
to murder of three
schoolgirls at 
UK dance class
London (PTI): An 18-year-old
knife attacker accused of killing
three schoolgirls at a Taylor
Swift themed dance class in
Southport, north-west England,
last July pleaded guilty to all
charges at the start of his trial at
Liverpool Crown Court on
Monday. Axel Rudakubana, born
in the Welsh capital of Cardiff to
a family of Rwandan heritage
based in Lancashire in north-
west England, was charged with
16 offences including the mur-
der of Alice da Silva Aguiar, 9,
Bebe King, 6, and Elsie Dot
Stancombe, 7.
He was also charged with the
attempted murder of 10 other
people including eight children,
as well as the production of ricin
and possession of an Al Qaeda
training manual. In a surprise
move in court on Monday,
Rudakubana reversed his previ-
ous not guilty pleas at the start
of the teenager’s murder trial
expected to last from four to six
weeks. 
“You will understand it is
inevitable the sentence to be
imposed upon you will mean a
life sentence,” said Justice Julian
Goose as he scheduled a sentenc-
ing hearing for Thursday.
According to court reports, the
accused wearing a face mask
showed no emotion as the
charges were read out to him.
The attack, which took place dur-
ing a summer holiday dance class
for children at the Hart Centre in
Southport, sent shock waves up
and down the country.

British Sikh groups disrupt some
screenings of ‘Emergency’ in UK
London (PTI): British Sikh
groups have organised protests
against Kangana Ranaut’s
‘Emergency’, disrupting the
film’s screening at some cine-
mas in the UK during its
opening weekend. The Sikh
Press Association (PA) group
stated on social media that the
film is seen as “anti-Sikh” and
the protests have resulted in
cancelled screenings in
Birmingham and
Wolverhampton, in the West
Midlands region of England.
Community organisation
Insight UK posted a video on
its X platform showing protest-
ers interrupting a screening of
the film, directed by Ranaut
who also essays the role of for-
mer prime minister Indira
Gandhi, at a cinema in Harrow,
north-west London.
“Pro-Khalistan extremists
storm Harrow cinema and

attempt to stop the screening
of ‘Emergency’,” states Insight
UK. Earlier, Sikh PA had
released a statement to regis-
ter the group’s protest against
the movie which covers the
period of Emergency in India
dating back to the 1970s. “UK
Sikhs are protesting at cinemas
(sic) across the UK regarding
today’s release of the film
Emergency, a biopic of former
India Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi considered anti-Sikh
propaganda,” the group stated
on X in time for the film’s
release on Friday.
“The film stars and was creat-
ed by Kangana Ranaut, a noto-
rious actress/politician in
India, who pushes bigoted
rhetoric about the minority
Sikh-Punjabi community.
Indira Gandhi was the PM
who initiated the
#SikhGenocide before her

assassination,” the Sikh PA
statement adds.
Meanwhile, Ranaut took to
social media herself with a
video expressing her gratitude
and also voicing her disap-
pointment regarding the film’s
reception in Punjab and
among some Sikhs abroad.
Speaking in Hindi, Ranaut
said: “On behalf of Zee Studio,
Manikarnika Film, and all the
members of Ease My Trip, I
would like to thank you all
from the bottom of my heart.
You all gave so much love and
respect to our film. We don’t
even have words to express our
gratitude. “But, I still have
some pain in my heart. Punjab.
In the industry, it was said that
my films perform the best in
Punjab. And today is a day
when my film is not even
allowed to be released in
Punjab. 

‘UK-US relationship will
flourish under Trump’
London (PTI): British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer has spo-
ken of the  relationship shared
by the UK and the US as a
“uniquely close bond” which
would continue to flourish as
Donald Trump is set to be
sworn in as the 47th President
of the United States of America
in Washington DC on Monday.
Extending “warmest congratu-
lations” on behalf of the British
government, Starmer sought to
focus on Trump’s historical
ties with the UK – a reference
to his familial connection
through his Scotland-born
mother. 
He stressed that the second
Trump presidency would see
both nations tackle “global
challenges” together as they
work towards growth on both
sides of the Atlantic.
“For centuries, the relationship
between our two nations has
been one of collaboration,

cooperation and enduring part-
nership. It is a uniquely close
bond. Together, we have
defended the world from tyran-
ny and worked towards our
mutual security and prosperi-
ty,” said Starmer in a statement
released by 10 Downing Street
in London.
“With President Trump’s long-
standing affection and histor-
ical ties to the United Kingdom,
I know that depth of friendship
will continue. The United
Kingdom and the United States
will work together to ensure the
success of both our countries
and deliver for people on both
sides of the Atlantic,” he said.
Referring to his meeting with
Trump back in September
2024, before Trump was elect-
ed to office in November,
Starmer asserted that they have
an agreement about the need to
“deepen and invest in the
transatlantic relationship”.
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Arusha (Tanzania): Tanzania’s
president said Monday that one
sample from a remote part of
northern Tanzania tested posi-
tive for Marburg disease, a high-
ly infectious virus which can be
fatal in up to 88% of cases with-
out treatment. President Samia
Suluhu spoke in Dar es Salaam,
the commercial capital, alongside
World Health Organisation chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
WHO was the first to report on
Jan 14 of a suspected outbreak of

Marburg that had killed eight
people in Tanzania’s Kagera
region. Tanzanian health officials
disputed the report hours later,
saying tests on samples had
returned negative results. Suluhu
said Monday that further tests
had confirmed a case of
Marburg. Twenty-five other

samples were negative, she said.
Like Ebola, the Marburg virus
originates in fruit bats and
spreads between people
through close contact with the
bodily fluids of infected individ-

uals or with surfaces, such as
contaminated bed sheets.
Symptoms include fever, mus-
cle pains, diarrhea, vomiting
and in some cases death from
extreme blood loss. PTI

Sample from remote Tanzanian region tests +ve for Marburg diseasePak’s largest
airport starts
operations
Karachi (PTI): Pakistan’s largest
international airport, funded
and built by all-weather ally
China, in the restive Balochistan
province was officially opened
on Monday. The Gwadar
International Airport and the
Gwadar deep sea port built in
the province under the USD 42
billion China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor project
(CPEC) are seen as important
for boosting trade and region-
al connectivity by both coun-
tries. The Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) PK 503 aircraft
was the first commercial flight
to arrive at the new airport after
its inauguration carrying com-
mercial passengers and high-
ranking officials. The aircraft
which took off from Karachi
after a 45-minute delay landed
after an hour and 10 minutes
flight.
China and Pakistan see the
port city of Gwadar and its deep
sea port and international air-
port as a hub of connectivity for
the corridor, and an indispens-
able interchange for a 21st cen-
tury Silk Route. The airport,
equipped with modern facilities,
is expected to play a critical role
in boosting regional connectiv-
ity and strengthening Pakistan’s
position in global trade and
infrastructure development.
PM Shehbaz Sharif expressed
satisfaction over the commence-
ment of flight operations at
Gwadar International Airport,
calling it a major milestone in
transforming Gwadar into a
crucial link between Central
and Eastern Asia, the Middle
East, and Gulf countries. The
PM highlighted the operational-
isation of the airport as a signif-
icant step toward enhancing
connectivity in Pakistan and the
broader region. 
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I, Ajeet Kaur W/o 

Harbhajan Singh R/o 2219 

Street No 2 Police Chowki Wali 

Gali Islamabad District Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Ajeet Kaur to Ajit Kaur 

I, Mahindro Devi Mother of 

No.13767753L Hav Sawaran 

Singh Unit of 11 Jak Rif C/o 56 

Apo that in my son’s army 

service record my name has 

been wrongly entered as 

Mahindro Devi but my correct 

name is Mahinder Kaur Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB8554367724321W 

Dt.04.12.2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Amritsar 

I, Nancy W/o Gurvinder 

Walia, # Flat no. 13214, floor 

no. 13, Tower G 3, City of 

Dreams 1, Sector 116, SAS 

Nagar(Mohali), Punjab 140307 

have changed my name from 

Nancy to Nancy Walia. 

I Manjit Singh Pawar S/o 

Balkar Singh R/o Vill: Loh 

Chap, Teh. Batala, Distt. 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Manjit Singh Pawar 

to Manjit Singh. Concerned 

Note. 

I, Suresh Kumar S/o 

Rattan Chand R/o Ward No.4, 

Parbodh Chander Nagar, 

Gurdaspur (Punjab) have 

changed my name from Suresh 

Kumar to Suresh Tandon.  In 

future Tandon is my Surname 

and Suresh is my given name. 

Concerned note. 

I, Kajal W/o Suresh 

Tandon R/o Ward No.4, ITI 

Colony, Gurdaspur (Punjab) 

have changed my name from 

Kajal to Kajal Tandon.  In future 

Tandon is my Surname and 

Kajal  is my given name. 

Concerned note. 

I, Harkesh  S/o Lachman 

Dass # 3102, Sector 32-D, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Rakesh Kumar. 

 I, Abdul Rashid S/o 

Gulam Mohammad # 704/18, 

Bapu Dham Colony, Sector-26, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Abdul Rashid Mir. 

I, Deepika W/o Sunny 

Nahar, # 2259/A, Sector 20-C, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Deepika Nahar. 

I, Madhu W/o Pawan 

Kumar # 3025, Housing Board 

Colony, Dhanas, Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Madhu Bala. 

I,  Ashwani S/o Dev Raj 

R/o H. No. 68 Housing Board 

W.No 16 Cheeka Kaithal,  have 

changed my name from 

Ashwani to Ashwani Kumar 

I Am Vinny Oberoi, Wife Of 

Kamal Kishore, Resident Of C-

7/9, Near NTC School Rajpura, 

Tehsil Rajpura District Patiala 

Declares That Netar Parkash 

Oberoi And Netar Parkasm 

Oberoi Are The Names Of The 

Same Person I.E. Is My Father. 

I Rohit Kumar S/O Ajmer 

Singh, R/O Vpo Jathlana, Distt 

Yamunanagar, That I Have 

Change My Minor Son  Name 

From Ojas To Ojas Kumar. 

I, Ram Piyari W/O 

Rajinder Dass R/O Z-1-00603, 

St. No. 12, Hazzi Rattan Road, 

Bathinda Declare That My 

Name Payari Devi D.O.B. 14-2-

1985 Is Wrong And My Correct 

Name Is Ram Piyari & D.O.B. 

01-08-1981 

I Anu Goel Alias Sunita 

Rani W/O Rajesh Goel R/O 

Railway Road, Kotkapura 

(Faridkot) Have Changed My 

Name To Anu Goel. 

I, Rajinder Dass S/O Ram 

Brij Dass R/O Z-1-00603, St. 

No. 12, Hazzi Rattan Road, 

Bathinda Declare That My 

Name Rajender Dass & D.O.B. 

24-04-1983 Is Wrong And My 

Correct Name Is Rajinder Dass 

& D.O.B. 07-08-1978 

I, Rajadei  W/O Sh. Shiv 

Ram R/O House No. 138 

Village Budhanpur Sector 15 

Panchkula Declare That  Malti  

And Rajadei Both Name Is One 

And The Same Person. 

I Kawaljeet Kaur C/O 

Gurjit Singh, R/O Khadur 

Sahib, Tarn Taran Punjab, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Kawaljeet Kaur To Kanwaljit. 

I Rajiv Kumar S/O Karm 

Chand R/O Villa.No. 11,Park 

Avenue, Kkp Road Sri Muktsar 

Sahib Have Changed My Name 

To Rajeev Kumar 

It Is For General 

Information That Ishan Kansal 

S/O Rajiv Kansal R/O Kachery 

Bazar Rampura Phul Distt 

Bathinda State Punjab-151103 

Declare That Name Of My 

Mother Has Been Wrongly 

Written As Reeta In My 10th 

And 12th Educational 

Documents. The Actual Name 

Of My Mother Is Rita Rani 

Which May Be Amended 

Accordingly. It Is Certified That 

I Have Complied With Other 

Legal Requirements In This 

Connection. 

I, Rajan S/O Sh.Nanhe 

Maseeh   R/O House No.1454, 

Sector-26 Panchkula Haryana, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Rajan To Rajan Peter. 

I, Rosy Tresa W/O 

Sh.Samson James,D/O Rajan 

Peter And Christi Peter R/O 

House No.732/23, Bapu Dham 

Colony Sector-26 Chandigarh 

Have Changed My Name From  

Rosy Tresa To Indu. 

I, Christy W/O Sh.  Rajan 

Peter R/O House No. 1454, 

Sector-26 Panchkula Haryana, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Christy  To Christi. 

I, Rohan  S/O Sh. Rajan 

Peter  R/O House No.1454 

Sector 26  Panchkula Haryana 

Declare That Some Document 

Written My  Name  Rohan  And 

Date Of Birth 17.04.1996. 

Whereas My Correct  Name Is   

Rohan John And Date Of Birth 

17.04.1998. 

I, Smt. Prem Wathi,Wd/O 

Late Jc-119506, Late  Sub. 

Suraj Bhan, R/O Vpo -Nangal 

Kalan,  Tehsil Rai Distt.Sonepat 

(Hr)-131023, Want To Change 

The Name Of My Dependent 

/Widow Daughter From Bimla 

Kumari To Bimla Devi As Per 

Affidavit Dated  20 January 2025 

At Sonepat (Hr). 

I, Jia Lal son of ram 

Parkash Behal adress 51 E 

court road near axis Bank 

amritsar have change my name 

from  Jia Lal to jia Lal Behal. 

I, Surjit Kumar s/o Mulakh 

Raj r/o Plot No-21, Ward No-2, 

Kuber Colony, Tehsil Thanesar, 

Distt. Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from Surjeet 

Kumar to Surjit Kumar. In future 

I will be known as Surjit Kumar. 

I, Anil Kumar s/o Balak 

Ram r/o Ward No.5, Kirti Nagar, 

Tehsil Thanesar, Distt. 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from  Anil KRVerma to Anil 

Kumar. 

I Savita W/o Dawinder 

Singh R/o VPO Mehmoodpur 

Sub Tehsil Saha Distt. Ambala 

that I have changed my name 

from Savita to Savita Devi. 

Concerned note. 

I, Neema Devi W/o Beli 

Ram R/o Vill. Khanog, PO. 

Galang, Teh. & Distt. Solan (HP) 

have Changed my name from 

Neema Devi to Nirmla Devi. 

I, Sukhvinder Singh s/o 

Hari Singh r/o Village Kheri 

Dabdalan, Tehsil Ladwa, Distt 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

son's name from Kartavay to 

Kartavya Singh. In future he will 

be known as Kartavya Singh. 

I, Ramotar Singh is legally 

Father of Service No. 

16123962N Rank: Hav. Name: 

Brahm Kumar residing at Village 

Atta Post Sohna, Taluk Nuh, 

Distt. Nuh (Mewat) (State) 

Haryana Pin- 122103, have 

changed my name from 

Ramotar to Ramotar Singh. 

I, Narenderjit Kaur widow 

of No. 1293723A Ex.-Hav Late 

Gurmukh Singh R/o Jagdambay 

Colony, Samana, PO Samana, 

Distt- Patiala, Punjab- 147101 

declare that in my husband's 

service record my name is 

mentioned as Narinderjit Kaur 

but my correct name is 

Narenderjit Kaur. 

I, Harsh Sain S/o Sh. 

Ashok Kumar R/o 111, Ward No. 

03, Chamal (147), Distt Sirsa 

(Haryana). That I have changed 

my name from Harsh Sain To 

Harsh, in future my name is to 

be called as Harsh. 

I, Sardul Singh S/o Mithu 

Singh resident of House No. 

66A, Ward No. 8, Budhlada, 

Distt- Mansa, State- Punjab- 

151502 have changed my minor 

daughter name from 

Sabnampreet  Kaur to 

Shabanampreet Kaur  vide 

Affidavit dated 20/01/2025 

before executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar.     

I, R C Abinesh legally son 

of T Raja Kumar resident of 

House No. 1-15-96 A, Kuzhi 

Mon Vilai Veedu, Kuzhithurai 

POST, VTC: Vilavancode, PO: 

Kuzhithurai, SUB DISTT: 

Vilavancode, Distt: 

Kanniyakumari (TN) – 629163 

have changed my name from R 

C Abinesh to Abinesh R C vide 

Affidavit dated 20/01/2025 

before executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar.     

I, R C Abinisha legally 

daughter of Name T Raja Kumar 

resident of House No. 1-15-96 

A, Kuzhi Mon Vilai Veedu, 

Kuzhithurai POST, VTC: 

Vilavancode, PO: Kuzhithurai, 

Sub Distt: Vilavancode, Distt: 

Kanniyakumari (TN)- 629163 

have changed my name from R 

C Abinisha to Abinisha R C vide 

Affidavit dated 20/01/2025 

before executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar. 

I, Ratna Lakshman 

Sobagin is legally Mother of No. 

16121208N Rank SPR Name 

Virupaxappa Sobageen of Unit 

22 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

Ferozepur Residing at #636, 3rd 

ward, Huded Oni, Sudi, Sudi, 

Gadag State Karnataka Pin-

582211 Declare That My Name 

Rajnavva and my Date of Birth 

10.12.1972 Wrongly Mentioned 

in my Son Army Service 

Records but my correct Name is 

Ratna Lakshman Sobagin and 

Correct Date of Birth is 

06.03.1970. 

I, Lakshman V Sobagin is 

legally Father of No. 16121208N 

Rank SPR Name Virupaxappa 

Sobageen of Unit 22 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 APO Ferozepur Residing 

at #636, 3rd ward, Huded Oni, 

Sudi, Sudi, Gadag State 

Karnataka Pin-582211 Declare 

That My Name Laxman and my 

Date of Birth 01.06.1963 

Wrongly Mentioned in my Son 

Army Service Records but my 

correct Name is Lakshman V 

Sobagin and Correct Date of 

Birth is 02.06.1960. 

I, Army No. 16135074L 

Rank SPR Name Badakala 

Joga Rao of Unit 03 Engr Regt. 

C/o 56 APO, PIN-914003 Yol 

Cantt, have changed my Mother 

name from Badakala Dillemma 

to Badakala Dillamma & Date of 

birth 07.08.1977 to 01.01.1977. 

I Pawan Narula s/o Prem 

Chand R/o Guruharsahai Distt 

Ferozepur declare that My 

daughter Isha Narula have 

passed her matric Examination 

in 2023 under unique id 

7798324 from Little Flower 

Convent School Guruharsahai 

on her Metric certificate my 

name mentioned as Pawan 

Narula but actually my correct 

name is Pawan Kumar 

concerned note it 

I Mukesh S/o Shri Singh 

Ram R/O Vill Ghogripur Distt 

Karnal I declare that I have 

changed my  Son name for 

future from Ankit to Only Ankit.its 

Change for only my personal 

activities. 

I Karamjeet Kaur Boparai 

D/O Baljeet Singh R/O Kotha 

Guru Distt. Bathinda Have 

Changed My Name To 

Karamjeet Kaur. 

I Gurdit Singh Dhillon S/O 

Maghar Singh R/O Pangarain 

Khurd Distt. Moga Have 

Changed My Name To Gurdit 

Singh. 

I Jiwan Kumar Bangar S/O 

Basdev R/O H.No.102, Village 

Chak Hakim, Tehsil Phagwara, 

District Kapurthala Have 

Changed My Name From Jiwan 

Kumar Bangar To Jiwan Kumar. 

I Kamaljeet S/O Prem 

Chand R/O Dr. Ambedkar Nagar 

Dhadda, P.O. Rawalpindi Gulab 

Shah Tehsil Phagwara, District 

Kapurthala Have Changed My 

Name To Kamaljeet Mann. 

I Ranjit Singh S/O Piara 

Ram R/O V.P.O. Barn Tehsil 

Phagwara, District Kapurthala 

Have Changed My Name From 

Ranjit Singh To Ranjit Singh 

Mehmi. 

I Gurlal Singh S/O 

Sukhdev Singh R/O Vpo. 

Sabhra Tehsil Patti, Tarn Taran 

Punjab Declare That My Given 

Name As Gurlal And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I Arshvir Singh S/O Balkar 

Singh R/O Vill. Machhian P.O. 

Garhdiwala Tehsil Dasuya, 

District Hoshiarpur Punjab, 

Declare That My Given Name 

As Arshvir And My Surname As 

Singh. 

I Gurjit Singh S/O Puran 

Singh R/O Vpo. Valtoha Tehsil 

Patti, District Tarn Taran Punjab, 

Declare That My Given Name 

As Gurjit And My Surname As 

Singh. 

I Suneel Kumar S/O 

Ravinder Kumar R/O Vill. 

Sherpur, P.O. Nainowal Jattan, 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab Declare 

That My Given Name As Suneel 

And My Surname As Kumar. 

I Rahul S/O Kamaljit Singh, 

R/O Vpo. Nandachaur, District 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Rahul 

Thakur. 

I Rohit S/O Kamaljit Singh, 

R/O Vpo. Nandachaur, District 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Rohit 

Thakur. 

I Kulwinder Singh S/O 

Jambar Singh, R/O Vpo. 

Mahaneke, Tehsil Patti Distt. 

Tarn Taran, Punjab Declare That 

My Given Name As Kulwinder 

And Surname As Singh. 

I Sandeep Kaur W/O 

Harjinder Singh R/O Vill. Taggar 

P.O. Sikri District Hoshiarpur 

That My Given Name As 

Sandeep And My Surname As 

Kaur. 

I Sandeep Kaur W/O 

Harjinder Singh R/O Vill. Taggar 

P.O. Sikri District Hoshiarpur 

That My Minor Daughter Ilisha 

Kaur Given Name As Ilisha And 

Surname As Kaur. 

I Sandeep Kaur W/O 

Harjinder Singh R/O Vill. Taggar 

P.O. Sikri District Hoshiarpur 

That My Minor Son Ishan Singh 

Given Name As Ishan And 

Surname As Singh. 

I Anil Kumar S/O Sunder 

Lal R/O H.No.129, 

Improvement Trust, Scheme 

No.11, Chandigarh Road, 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From Anil 

Kumar To Anil Kumar Saklani. 

I Meena Kumari W/O Anil 

Kumar Saklani R/O H.No.129, 

Improvement Trust, Scheme 

No.11, Chandigarh Road, 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From 

Meena Kumari To Meena 

Kumari Saklani.  

I Lakhan Pal Singh S/O 

Gurbir Singh R/O Vill. Ghullan, 

P.O Zahura Tehsil Dasuya, 

Hoshiarpur That My Given 

Name As Lakhan Pal And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I, Kavita w/o Manish 

Kumar vill.Pabla,PO Kaul,Tehsil 

Dhand Kaithal have changed 

my given name Kavita Surname 

Devi 

I, Manish Kumar s/o 

Chamel  Singh Vill Pabla PO 

Kaul ,Tehsil Dhand,Kaithal have 

changed my Minor Son name 

Chirag to Given name Chirag 

Surname Geed 

I, Nebo W/o Karam Singh 

Vill.G.T. Road,Teori, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name Naibo Devi 

I, Hem Raj Sharma and 

Hem Raj S/o Mat Ram/Matt 

Ram/Matu Ram/Mat Ram 

Sharma R/o 454/3, Urban 

Estate, Kurukshetra known by 

all names. 

I, Smt Sukhbir Kaur Is 

Legally Wedded Spouse Of 

No.14494548l Ex Nk Surinder 

Singh R/O Vpo- Harchowal 

Tehsil And Distt- Gurdaspur 

State- Punjab. Have Changed 

My Name From Sukvir Kaur To 

Sukhbir Kaur. 

I, Smt, Manjit Kaur Is 

Legally Wedded Spouse Of No. 

Jc578434p Ex Sub/Clk Gurmail 

Singh R/O Village New Shalla, 

Po- Pul Tibri, Tehsil- Gurdaspur, 

Distt- Gurdaspur, State- Punjab. 

Have Changed My Name From 

Manjit Ghotra To Manjit Kaur 

And Date Of Birth Is 16-05-1962 

To 01-01-1961. 

I Rajinder Kumar Gupta 

S/o Kanwar Lal   R/o 780, Burail, 

Chandigarh, declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Rajinder Kumar Gupta to 

Rajinder Kumar. Concerned 

note. 

I, V Manjunathan S/o Sh. C 

Venkatesan  Presently Residing 

at Quarter No 3961, Sector:F 

Near KV No: 01, Chandimandir 

Panchkula, Haryana-134107 

and Permanent Address: 1/80, 

Jamathottam, Varatanapalli, 

Dharmapuri, Belavarthi, Tamil 

Nadu, 635120 declare that in Air 

Force School, Borjhar Transfer 

Certificate the name of my child 

has been mistakenly written as 

M Yuvanth. But as per Aadhar 

Card and Other Civil Govt 

Document my Son Correct 

name is  Yuvanth M. 

I, Balkar Singh (old name) 

S/o Sh.Gulzar Singh, R/o Village 

Nagla Nanku, Samadhi Baba 

Budhpuri, Kodwa Kalan, Ambala 

Haryana-134202 declare that 

my old name is Balkar Singh S/o 

Sh.Gulzar Singh, and I want to 

change my name from Balkar 

Singh S/o Sh. Gulzar Singh to 

Vivekanand Puri S/o 

Radheshyam Puri (New Name) 

due to adopt renunciation 

(Asceticiam) 

I Army No. Jc 544152FN, 

Rank Nb/Sub, Name Birendra 

Singh Unit 15 Kamaon Is 

Residing At Village 

Karankarayat, Po Karankarayat, 

Tehsil Lohaghat, State 

Uttarakhand, Pin 262524 Have 

Changed My Son Name From 

Arush Karayat To Arush Singh 

Karayat Through Vide 

Document No. In-

Pb99029997648022x Dated 

20-01-2024 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot 

I Army No. Jc 544152FN, 

Rank Nb/Sub, Name Birendra 

Singh Unit 15 Kamaon Is 

Residing At Village 

Karankarayat, Po Karankarayat, 

Tehsil Lohaghat, State 

Uttarakhand, Pin 262524 Have 

Changed My Son Name From 

Shreyansh Karayat To 

Shreyansh Singh Karayat 

Through Vide Document No. In-

Pb99028992797486x Dated 

20-01-2024 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot 

I, Rajesh Fulwani S/o Sh. 

Dayaram Issardas Fulwani R/o 

B-2, Ward No. 12, MCSC 

Hospital, Village Sikanderpur, 

Sirsa, Distt. Sirsa (Haryana). 

That I have changed my name 

from Rajesh Dayaram Fulwani 

to Rajesh Fulwani , in future my 

name is to be called as Rajesh 

Fulwani. 

I, Sandhya Fulwani W/o 

Sh. Rajesh Fulwani R/o B-2, 

Ward No. 12, MCSC Hospital, 

Village Sikanderpur, Sirsa, Distt. 

Sirsa (Haryana). That I have 

changed my name from 

Sandhya Rajesh Fulwani W/o 

Sh. Rajesh Dayaram Fulwani to 

Sandhya Fulwani W/o Sh. 

Rajesh Fulwani in future my 

name is to be called as Sandhya 

Fulwani W/o Sh. Rajesh 

Fulwani. 

I, Sahil Godara S/o Sh. 

Ramchander Godara, R/o 

Kumthal Tehsil Ellenabad 

District Sirsa declare that in all 

my documents my father's name 

is written as Ramchandar 

Godara S/o Mansa Ram Godara 

Which is wrong, while my 

father's name correct is 

Ramchander Godara, now my 

father's name should be 

recorded as Ramchander 

Godara in my documents. 

I  No.  13875411F  Ex  Hav 

Ram Bhaj  s/o  Ram Singh at 

present resident of  VPO  

Ismaila  (Pana 9-B)  Tehsil 

Sampla,  District Rohtak  

(Haryana) declare that  I have 

changed my  son  name in my 

Army Records / Disch. Book  

from Surendra Kumar (existing 

name) to Surender (new name)  

In future  my son shall may be 

known/Written/Called as  

Surender  as per my son Matric 

Certificate, Aadhaar / Pan Card  

for all work purposes,  please 

correct in my Army Records  

Vide  Affidavit dated  20 January 

2025 before  Executive 

Magistrate, Rohtak 

I, Suman W/o Sh. Ajay 

Kumar R/o H.No. 458/22, 

Chand Nagar, Rohtak declare 

that Suman and Suman Malik 

both name are one and the 

same person. 

I, Ranbir Singh Father of 

Army No. 3020587N Rank Sep. 

Sujit R/o Village Sangatpura 

Teh. and Distt. Jind (Hr), declare 

that My name is Ranvir Singh 

as per my Army Service record, 

that's incorrect but my correct 

name is Ranbir Singh as per 

educational /civil documents. 

I, Ravi Kumar son of shri 

Tarlochan Dass resident of # 

73/1, 5, Malhotra Colony, 

Rupnagar, Tehsil and District 

Rupnagar (Punjab) have 

changed my name to Ravi 

Kumar Ahuja. 

I, No.JC-462049M Sub 

Mukund Karame resident of 

Village- Ankale, Post- Ankale, 

Tehsil- Hukkeri, District- 

Belgaum, State- Karnataka, 

Pin-591313, have changed my 

Mother name from Putalabyi to 

Puthalabayi Balakrishna 

Karame Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB98213783330967X dated 17 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Manju Devi wife of 

No.JC-858011Y Sub (GNR) 

Satyendra Kumar resident of 

Village- Nagala Galu, Post- 

Post- Nagala Galu, Tehsil-   

Etah, District- Etah, State- UP, 

Pin-207001, have changed my 

name from Manju Yadav to 

Manju Devi Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB99075014208412X dated 20 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Dalvir Singh S/o Thakhur 

Singh R/o Vpo. Terkiana Teh-

Dasuya (Hoshiarpur) have 

changed my name from Dalvir 

Singh to Dalbier Singh. 

I, Gurpinder S/o Ramesh 

Chand R/o Vpo. Lidder Kalan 

Teh-Banga (S.B.S. Nagar) have 

changed my name Gurpinder 

Dadra and now Dadra is my 

surname. 

I, Davinder Kumar S/o Raj 

Kumar R/o Vill: Karimpur Dhiani 

Teh-Balachaur (SBS Nagar) Pb, 

India, my name is Davinder 

Kumar given name and Kumar 

treated as surname. 

I Jugraj Singh S/o Chhota 

Singh Village Patti Deep Singh 

Bhadaur Tehsil Tapa, District 

Barnala have changed my name 

Jagraj Singh. 

I Kanwaljit Kaur W/O 

Gopal Singh R/O Vill Bhojowali, 

PO Khadur Sahib, Distt Tarn 

Taran Have Changed My Name 

To Kanwaljeet Kaur. 

I, Jagroop Singh Alias 

Roop Singh S/O Harbans Singh 

R/O Gali Gillan Wali Jandiala 

Road Tarn Taran-143401, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Jagroop Singh Alias Roop Singh 

To Jagroop Singh. 

I, Bahadur Singh, father of 

JC-501410L Sub. Jagroop 

Singh resident of Vill-

Hardaspura, P.O- Kutba, Teh & 

Distt- Barnala, PIN-148104 have 

changed my name from 

Bahadur Singh to Bahadar 

Singh. Vide Affidavit dated 

17/1/25 before Executive 

Magistrate Barnala (Punjab) 

I, Manpreet Kaur W/o 

Gurjit Singh R/o Vpo. Kot 

Grewal Teh-Phillaur (Jalandhar) 

have changed my name 

Manpreet and now Kaur is my 

surname. 

I, Simranjot Kaur alias 

Simranjot Kaur Dhillon D/o 

Amarjeet Singh R/o Vill: Ran 

Singh Wala Teh-Jaitu (Faridkot) 

have changed my name to 

Simranjot Kaur Dhillon. 

I, Jatanjit Singh S/o 

Dharam Singh R/o House 

Number-147, Street Number-2, 

Guru Gobind Singh Nagar, 

Hoshiarpur have changed my 

name to Jatanjeet Singh. 

I, Amarjit Kaur W/o 

Chaman Lal R/o H.No.76, 

St.No.R-6, G.T.B. Nagar, Lalheri 

Road, Khanna (Ludhiana) have 

changed my Name to Amarjeet 

Kaur. 

I, Sumodh Kumar S/o 

Jagdish Shah R/o Model Town, 

Samrala Road, Khanna 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Subodh Kumar. 

I Satnam Singh Bhullar 

S/O Nirmal Singh R/O Vpo 

Dhira Pattra Distt: Ferozepur 

Have Changed My Name To 

Satnam Singh. 

I, Shinder Singh Son Of 

Tara Singh Resident Of Village 

Suba Qadim District Ferozepur 

Have Changed My Name To 

Chhinder Singh. 

I Baz Singh Son Of Teja 

Singh Resident Of Village Suba 

Qadim District Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name To Baaj 

Singh. 

I Krishan Singh Jassal S/O 

Labh Singh R/O Vpo Sarainaga 

Teh And District Sri Muktsar 

Sahib Has Changed My Name 

To Jassal Krishan Singh. 

I Harneek Singh Son Of 

Kala Singh Resident Of Village 

Jalalwala Po Khai Pheme Ki 

District Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name Toharnek 

Singh. 

I Sia W/O Robin Kumar 

Resident Of Sri Muktsar Sahib 

Have Changed My Name Siya 

Galhotra. 

I Lovedeep Singh Sekhon 

And Lovedeep Singh Son Of 

Sahib Singh Resident Of #186 

Village Satiye Wala District 

Ferozepur I Am Known By Both 

Names As Above One And Is 

Same Person. 

I, Ranjit Singh Alias Ajit 

Singh S/O Jagir Singh R/O Vpo. 

Dhira Patra District Ferozepur 

Have Changed My Name To Ajit 

Singh. 

I, Rachana W/o Rajesh 

Kumar R/o H.No. 82 W.No. 6 

Ahmedgarh (Sangrur) have 

known by both names Rajni 

Bala & Rachana one and the 

same person. 

I, Kamaljit Bhandari W/o 

Paramjit Bhandari R/o H.No. 

10597 St.No. 5 Indra Colony 

Rahon Road Basti Jodhewal 

(Ludhiana) have known by both 

names Sonia Rani & Kamaljit 

Bhandari one and the same 

person. 

I Vinay Nagpal S/o Prabh 

Dayal R/o H.No.F-9/18, Near 

Arya Samaj Mandir, Ward 

No.16, Rajpura Distt. Patiala 

have change my minor daughter 

name from Drishti to Drishti 

Nagpal. 

I Rajat Sandhu S/o 

Virender Singh Sandhu R/o 

H.NO. 150, Prem Nagar, Hisar, 

Haryana-125001 have changed 

of my minor daughter Myrra 

Sandhu aged 8 years and she 

shall hereafter be known as 

Athira Sandhu. 

I Robin Galhotra S/O 

Suman Galhotra R/O Kotkapura 

Road, Sri Muktsar Sahib Have 

Changed My Minor Daughter's 

Name  From Kiana To Kiana 

Galhotra. 

I Harpreet Kaur Saini D/O 

Darshan Singh R/O Kothe 

Sainian De, Hari Nau Road, 

Kotkapura District Faridkot Have 

Changed My Name To Harpreet 

Kaur. 

I Manpreet Kaur Maan W/O 

Harjinder Singh R/O Village 

Bargari District Faridkot Have 

Changed My Name To Manpreet 

Kaur. 

I Rajesh Kumar Sethi Alias 

Rakesh Kumar S/O Mulkhraj 

R/O Guru Nanak Colony, 

Faridkot Is Known By Two 

Names As Above. 

I, Vandana W/o Akshay Hira 

R/o H.No.915 A, Surya Enclave, 

Po. Chogitti, Jalandhar, Punjab- 

144009 have changed my name 

from Vandana to Vandana Hira, 

After Marriage. 

I, Sonia Alias Ranjeet Kaur 

W/o Charanjit Singh R/o 

H.No.WP- 100, Bara Bazar, Basti 

Sheikh, Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Sonia 

Alias Ranjeet Kaur to Ranjeet 

Kaur. 

I, Manmeet Singh S/o 

Lahmber Singh R/o VPO. Sohal 

Jagir, Teh. Shahkot, Distt. 

Jalandhar, Punjab have changed 

my name to Given Name as 

Manmeet & Surname as Singh. 

I, Jugraj Singh S/o Avtar 

Singh R/o VPO. Mundh, Tehsil 

Nakodar, Jalandhar, Punjab-

144630 have changed the name 

of my minor son Fateh Singh 

Takhar aged 14 years and he 

shall hereafter be known as 

Fateh Singh. 

I, Jugraj Singh S/o Avtar 

Singh R/o VPO. Mundh, Tehsil 

Nakodar, Jalandhar, Punjab-

144630 have changed the name 

of my minor son Udhay Singh 

Takhar aged 10 years and he 

shall hereafter be known as 

Udhay Singh. 

I, hitherto known as Jugraj 

Singh Takhar S/o Avtar Singh R/o 

VPO. Mundh, Tehsil Nakodar, 

Jalandhar, Punjab- 144630 have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Jugraj 

Singh. 

I, Amnisha Rani D/o 

Hakam Masih R/o H.No. 650, 

Basti Peer Dad, Jalandhar have 

changed my name to Given 

name as Amnisha & Surname as 

Rani. 

I, Simranvir Kaur D/o 

Tarsem Singh R/o Kingra 

Chowala, Jalandhar have 

changed my name to Given 

name as Simranvir & Surname 

as Kaur. 

I, Kamlesh Rani W/o 

Jaswinder R/o VPO. Gandhwan, 

Distt. Kapurthala, Punjab have 

changed my name from Kamlesh 

Rani to Kamlesh Kaur. 

I, Jasvinder S/o Charna R/o 

VPO. Gandhwan, Distt. 

Kapurthala, Punjab have 

changed the spelling of my name 

from Jasvinder to Jaswinder. 

I, Sumit S/o Madan Lal R/o 

H.No.B-9 458, Baba Nibu Gali, 

Santokhpura, Jalandhar-144004, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Sumit to Sumit Nayyar. 

I, Mohit S/o Madan Lal R/o 

H.No.B-9 458, Baba Nibu Gali, 

Santokhpura, Jalandhar-144004, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Mohit to Mohit Nayyar. 

I, Arjun S/o Bharat Bhushan 

R/o H.No. 14, Hoshiarpur Road, 

Hardeep Nagar, Jalandhar have 

changed my name from Arjun to 

Arjun Choudhary. 
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NITZ Beauty Lab & Co Opens  

Mohali: Bollywood actor Neha Sharma inaugurated NITZ 

Beauty Lab & Co. in Mohali on Monday. Founder of NITZ - 

Neetu Sethi Thakur along-with co-founders Pranav Thakur and 

Rohan Kapoor interacted with the media at the salon, on the side-

lines of the outlet’s opening. “NITZ offers a slew of state-of-the-art 

services such as ‘Japanese Water Therapy’ - a unique body 

rejuvenation treatment. We also are presenting ‘Hydro-Oxygeno 

Therapy’ which is a skin hydration and detoxification therapy. We 

aim to provide cutting edge services. Our beauty & rejuvenation 

therapies will create a benchmark,” Neetu said.  

IT By Design announces $5 Million Investment 

for its expansion;  Pb Minister inaugurates 

Chandigarh office 

Chandigarh: IT By Design (ITBD), a global leader in tailored 

solutions for Managed Service Providers has announced a 

significant $5 million investment in India as part of its strategic 

global expansion. This initiative underscores the company’s 

commitment to leveraging India’s robust IT talent pool, with plans 

to double its workforce from 650 to over 1,200 employees within 

the next 12 months. Aligned with this development, Aman Arora, 

Cabinet Minister, Govt of Punjab inaugurated the newly built 

office of the ITBD at Chandigarh Technology Park. Arora 

remarked, “The establishment of IT By Design’s office in 

Chandigarh is a transformative step for the region, reflecting its 

emergence as a thriving IT and innovation hub. By fostering 

employment and skill development, this initiative aligns 

seamlessly with the government’s vision of creating a self-reliant 

and prosperous India.” Sunny Kaila, CEO,  ITBD, commented 

“India is an integral part of our global strategy. Our long-term 

commitment to fostering innovation, nurturing talent, and 

contributing to the IT ecosystem in India. ” 

Chaudhary Bansi Lal University Bhiwani  

Bhiwani: International conference organized by Department of 

Mathematics, Chaudhary Bansi Lal University Bhiwani To honor the 

great mathematician Srinivas Ramanujan, the Mathematics 

Department organized an international conference in joint aegis with 

Haryana State Council for Science, Innovation and Technology, 

Department of Science and Technology at Chaudhary Bansi Lal 

University, Bhiwani. The international conference was chaired by 

Prof. Deepti Dharmani. Prof. SK Tomar, Vice Chancellor of JC Bose 

University of Science and Technology, Faridabad, attended the 

conference as the chief guest, former Vice Chancellor Prof. RK 

Anayath as the special guest, and Prof. BK Das from Delhi University 

as the keynote speaker. Vice Chancellor Prof. Deepti Dharmani said 

in her presidential address that there is no dearth of knowledge in India. 

Our ancient knowledge tradition has been the best in the world.  
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PTI n JAKARTA

Star Indian men’s doubles
pair of Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty will be eying its
maiden title of the year while
Lakshya Sen will look to put
behind a disappointing start
to the season when the
Indonesia Masters Super 500
tournament gets underway
here on Tuesday. 
The world No 9 duo of Satwik
and Chirag has been in a fine
form, reaching semifinals of
the last two tournaments —
Malaysia Open Super 1000
and India Open Super 750 —
over the last as many weeks
and will be keen to cross the
final hurdle. 
Satwik-Chirag had lost each
of the two semifinals in
straight sets and their aim
would be to go the distance in
the upcoming tournament. 
They will open their
campaign with a round of 32
clash against Chinese Taipei’s
Chen Zhi-Ray and Yu Chieh

Lin.
The challenge, however,
would be greater for India’s
singles players Sen and PV
Sindhu when they take the
court here.
The 23-year-old Sen, who had
finished fourth in last year’s
Paris Olympics has lost twice
in the first round over the last
two weeks, will be determined
to put his best foot forward in
the round of 32 clash.
Priyanshu Rajawat will also
begin his campaign at the
same stage, taking on Japan’s

Kodai Naraoka.
However, two other Indians
will face off in the men’s
singles qualification round as
Kidambi Srikanth, who did
not feature in India Open, will
look to get the better of Kiran
George.
In women’s singles round of
32, Sindhu will open her
campaign against Chinese
Taipei’s Sung Shuo Yun,
Aakarshi Kashyap will face
Japan’s world No 19 Nozomi
Okuhara and Anupama
Upadhyaya will take on local

player Gregoria Mariska
Tunjung.
Sindhu lost in the
quarterfinals of the India
Open and the two-time
Olympic medallist Indian star
will be keen to make amends.
In women’s singles
qualification, Isharani Baruah
will face compatriot
Rakshitha Ramraj while
Tanya Hemanth will clash
against Chinese Taipei’s Tung
Ciou-Tong. 
Tanisha Crasto and Ashwini
Ponnappa will begin their
women’s doubles campaign in
round of 32 against Thailand’s
Ornnicha Jongsathapornparn
and Sukitta Suwachai. 
Tanisha will team up with
Dhruv Kapila for their mixed
doubles’ round of 32 game
against Indonesia’s Adnan
Maulana and Indah Cahya
Sari Jamil. 
In the same round, Rohan
Kapoor and Ruthvika Gadde
will face off against England’s
Gregory Mairs and Jenny
Mairs. 

PTI nMELBOURNE

Iga Swiatek’s one-month
suspension for failing a drug

test will not be appealed by the
World Anti-Doping Agency
because her explanation “is
plausible,” WADA announced
on Monday. 
WADA released its decision
just minutes after Swiatek, a
five-time Grand Slam
champion and former No. 1-
ranked women’s tennis player,
sealed a 6-0 6-1 victory against
Eva Lys to reach the Australian
Open quarterfinals.
Unlike the Swiatek case,
WADA did appeal the
exoneration of current men’s
No. 1 Jannik Sinner and a
hearing is scheduled to be
heard at the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in
Lausanne, Switzerland, in
April. 
Sinner was not suspended
because the International
Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA)
determined he was not
negligent for two positive tests

for an anabolic steroid in
March. The resolution of
Swiatek’s case was made public
by the ITIA in late November.
She already had been sidelined
provisionally, missing three
tournaments in October, and
finished her ban during the
sport’s offseason.
“WADA sought advice from
external legal counsel, who
considered that the athlete’s
contamination explanation
was well evidenced, that the
ITIA decision was compliant
with the World Anti-Doping
Code, and that there was no

reasonable basis to appeal it to
the CAS,” Monday’s statement
from WADA said. 
Swiatek accepted a one-month
suspension after testing
positive for the banned
substance trimetazidine, a
heart medication known as
TMZ. Swiatek failed an out-of-
competition drug test in
August, and the ITIA accepted
her explanation that the result
was unintentional, and caused
by the contamination of the
non-prescription medication
melatonin that she was taking
for issues with jet lag and

sleeping. The ITIA said it
determined her level of fault
was “at the lowest end of the
range for no significant fault or
negligence.”
That “scenario,” WADA said
on Monday, “is plausible and
that there would be no
scientific grounds to challenge
it.”
On the eve of the Australian
Open, Swiatek described the
initial period she was sidelined,
which she chalked up at the
time to personal reasons, as
“pretty chaotic” and said, “For
sure, it wasn’t easy; it was
probably, like, the worst time in
my life.” “It got pretty awkward.
Like, we chose for the first
tournament to say personal
reasons’ because we honestly
thought the suspension is
going to be lifted soon,”
Swiatek said in Melbourne. 
“From the beginning it was
obvious that something was
contaminated because the level
of this substance in my urine
was so low that it had to be
contamination.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Indian skater Shruti Kotwal
has set her sights on the

Asian Winter Games (AWG)
in Harbin, China, next
month as a platform to
qualify for the 2026 Winter
Olympics to be held in Italy. 
Kotwal, who is training in the
United States, will be leading
the country’s 41-member
athlete contingent in the
AWG to be held from
February 7 to 14.
Kotwal said the AWG will be
a big opportunity for her to
test herself against the best
skaters in the world. 
“I’m focusing on the 500m
and 1000m events for
Olympic qualification. The
timing requirements are
incredibly challenging - sub-
40 seconds for the 500m and
under 1:20 for the 1000m.
My Indian national record is
41.97 seconds and I need to
skate under 40 seconds to
qualify,” Kotwal told SAI
Media. This will be Kotwal’s

second appearance in the
AWG after 2017, when the
Asian meet was held in
Japan. 
“Countries like South Korea,
Japan, and China
consistently produce strong
skaters who are technically
and physically exceptional.
I’ve faced some of these
competitors in previous
events and understand their
strengths. It’s a tough field,”
said the 33-year-old from
Pune.  Several Indian speed
skaters are training in Korea

for AWG and contestants
from at least 24 nations are
expected to take part in the
continental event.
Kotwal said the Khelo India
Winter Games have been an
ideal platform for skaters
aspiring to make a mark at
the international level.
“Khelo India Winter Games
brings everybody together. It
really helps to promote the
sport. We didn’t have that
when we started and I think
the skaters now are very
lucky,” said Kotal. 

PTI nMELBOURNE

Novak Djokovic got the mea
culpas he wanted from the

Australian Open’s local
broadcaster and its employee
who insulted him on the air and
so, according to tournament
organisers, the 24-time Grand
Slam champion is ready to
concentrate on his quarterfinal
showdown with Carlos Alcaraz.
“Novak acknowledges the
apology has been given in public
as requested,” read a statement
issued Monday by Tennis
Australia, “and is now moving on
and focusing on his next match.” 
That, perhaps, will draw a curtain
on the bizarre off-court
distraction as Djokovic pursues
what would be an 11th
championship at Melbourne Park
and a record 25th major trophy
overall.
After winning at Rod Laver
Arena on Sunday evening to set

up the contest against No. 3
Alcaraz, Djokovic declined to do
the customary post-match on
court TV interview, but didn’t
immediately say why, eliciting
some jeering from spectators.
Only later that night, at his news
conference, did Djokovic explain
that he was taking a stand to
protest comments made by Tony
Jones on Channel 9 on Friday.
Djokovic, a 37-year-old from
Serbia, did not name Jones, but
said a “famous sports journalist
who works for official
broadcaster Channel 9 ... Made a
mockery of Serbian fans and also
made insulting and offensive
comments toward me.” 
Jones called Djokovic overrated
and a has-been and made what
seemed to be a reference to when
the player was deported from
Australia in 2022 because he was
not vaccinated against COVID-
19.
Djokovic added that he would

continue to avoid speaking to the
network without an apology from
it and Jones.

Those finally arrived on Monday. 
Nine Network said in a statement
it apologised “for any offense

caused from comments made”
while live on air.
“No harm was intended towards

Novak or his fans,” the statement
continued. “We look forward to
further showcasing his Australian
Open campaign at Melbourne
Park.”
During an appearance on a TV
show Monday, Jones said he
intended his words as “banter”
and apologized to Djokovic “if he
felt that I disrespected him.”
“I considered it to be humor,
which is consistent with most
things I do,” Jones said. “Having
said that, I was made aware ...
That the Djokovic camp was not
happy at all with those
comments. I immediately
contacted the Djokovic camp and
issued an apology to them. And
as I stand here now, I stand by
that apology to Novak.”
Jones also offered words to
Serbians.
“I do feel as though I’ve let down
the Serbian fans,” he said. “I’m
not just saying this to try and
wriggle out of trouble or

anything. I genuinely feel for
those fans.”
Serbia’s ambassador to Australia,
Rade Stefanovic, even got
involved Monday, telling the
Sydney Morning Herald
newspaper that Jones’ comments
were “clearly unprofessional,”
including a “most concerning”
reference to what happened three
years ago when Djokovic was
kicked out of the country ahead
of the tournament amid the
pandemic.
Before Jones and his employer
offered their apologies, Djokovic
posted a message on social media
reiterating why he declined to
speak. That drew a reply from
billionaire X owner Elon Musk,
who said, “It’s way better just to
talk to the public directly than go
through the negativity filter of
legacy media.” 
Djokovic replied to Musk’s tweet
with “Indeed” and a raised-hands
emoji.

PTI n SINGAPORE

India’s Asian Championships
bronze-winning former

shuttler Anup Sridhar was on
Monday roped in as a singles
coach by the Singapore
Badminton Association
(SBA).
However, South Korean Kim
Ji-hyun will continue to be the
head coach for SBA’s men’s
and women’s teams.
“We do not have a start date as
it is dependent on the work
visa approval, and we certainly
want Anup to join us as soon
as possible,” Prof David Tan,
SBA’s Vice President (Business
Development and
Communications), told PTI.
“All I can say is that it is not a
short-term contract, and all
other terms are confidential,”
he added.
Tan also refuted media reports
that the 41-year-old Sridhar,
who has three international
titles and a Commonwealth
Games mixed team bronze to
his credit, was going to be the
men’s singles head coach.
“SBA is indeed appointing
Anup Sridhar to this role as
Singles Coach, but this is not
as men’s singles head coach as
erroneously mentioned by the
media in India, as well as by
the commentator during the
live telecast of the
quarterfinals match between
Loh Kean Yew and Viktor
Axelsen in the India Open,”
Tan said.
SBA had advertised for the
position of an additional
singles coach. The required
qualifications included a
minimum of five years’
experience within a national
badminton team structure
with a primary focus on
singles.
Sridhar was captain of the
Indian Thomas cup team in
2006 and 2008.

PTI n WIJK AAN ZEE

Indian Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa defeated
compatriot P

Harikrishna, while Arjun
Erigaisi settled for a draw in
the second round of 87th
Tata Steel Chess Tournament
here.
This was after world
champion D Gukesh played
out a draw with Russian-
turned-Slovenian Vladimir
Fedoseev while Leon Luke
Mendonca lost another
game, this time to Nodirbek
Abdusattorov of Uzbekistan. 
The 19-year-0ld
Praggnanandhaa’s win over
Harikrishna was a master-
class on defence and counter-
attack. Playing white for the
second time in as many days,
Harikrishna could not find
his magical touch even
though he performed slightly
better in the middle game.
The younger Indian took him
to the ropes and eventually
the endgame, which should
have been drawn.
Harikrishna faltered when it

was necessary to put up
resistance and
Praggnanandhaa made the
most of it to emerge
victorious.
Erigaisi pressed hard against
local hero Anish Giri, who
was almost winning against
Gukesh in the opening
round.
The battle took a steep turn
with both players fighting for
advantage in the rook and
knight endgame but as it
turned out, the draw was a
result that most experts
expected.
Fabiano Caruana was the
player of the day as he
gradually crushed second
best Dutchman Jorden van
Foreest right from the early
middle game.
It was an innocuous London
system that Caruana started
with and then capitalised on
an unforced error to win a
pawn which proved decisive.
Earlier, after a tension filled
game against Giri, Gukesh
relaxed with his black pieces
and was never in any
problem against Fedoseev,

who is perceived as a strong
opponent at all levels.
With black, Gukesh was

looking only optically worse
but the Indian equalised
without much trouble

leading to an endgame with
rook and four pawns apiece
where the draw was a just

result.
For Mendonca it was a bad
day in office as he chose to

play the French defense and
faced some new ideas by the
Uzbek, who has been
constantly working to get
positions in which he can
out-calculate his opponents.
The early middle game saw
both players castling on
opposite flank and it was
Mendonca’s king that came
in to scrutiny soon.
Abdusattorov is a fierce
attacker and he pounced on
his chance to score his first
victory. This was the first
game to end in the day.
In the challengers’ section, R
Vaishali was forced to split
the point with 14-year-old
Chinese sensation Miaoyi Lu
after an intense battle with
white pieces.
Divya Deshmukh also
opened her account in this
section drawing with top
seed Nguyen Thai van Dam
of Czech Republic. After her
first-round loss, this was an
easy comeback for Divya,
who is having her second
stint here.
Results round 2:
Masters: Vladimir Fedoseev

(Slo, 1) drew with D Gukesh
(Ind, 1.5); Erigaise Arjun
(Ind, 0.5) drew with Anish
Giri (Ned, 0.5); P
Harikrishna (Ind, 1) lost to R
Praggnanandhaa (Ind, 1.5);
Nodirbek Abdusattorov
(Uzb, 1.5) beat Leon Luke
Mendonca (Ind, 0); Vincent
Keymer (Ger, 1.5) drew with
Max Warmerdam (Ned, 1);
Fabiano Caruana (Usa, 1.5)
beat Jorden van Foreest (Ned,
0.5); Alexey Sarana (Srb, 1)
drew with Wei Yi (Chn, 1).

Challengers: Divya
Deshmukh (Ind, 0.5) drew
with Nguyen Thai van Dam
(Cze, 1.5); R Vaishali (Ind,
1.5) drew with Miaoyi Lu
(Chn, 1.5); Nodirbek
Yakubboev (Uzb, 1.5) drew
with Nodirbek Kazybek
(Kaz, 0.5); Benjamin Bok
(Ned, 1.5) beat Ediz Gurel
(Tur, 1); Arthur Pijpers (Ned,
0.5) drew with Aydin
Sulemanli (Aze, 1); Svane
Frederik (Ger, 1.5) beat Oro
Faustino (Arg, 0); Irina
Bulmaga (Rom, 0) lost to
Erwin L’Ami (Ned, 1.5). 

Praggnanandhaa defeats Harikrishna; Gukesh, Erigaisi draw in second round of Tata Steel Chess

Satwik-Chirag eye first title of season,
Lakshya Sen aims to bounce back

Skater Shruti Kotwal hopes to qualify
for Winter Olympics through AWG

Novak Djokovic is ready to concentrate on his quarterfinal showdown with Carlos Alcaraz

Iga Swiatek’s drug-case ruling will not be
appealed by World Anti-Doping Agency

Singapore signs
Anup Sridhar
as additional
singles coach

PTI n GQEBERHA

Sunrisers Eastern Cape
defeated Durban Super

Giants by six wickets to enter
the playoffs of the SA20 here. 
After three consecutive
defeats, the defending
champions have certainly
turned the corner and seemed
to have peaked form, that has
seen them win back-to-back
SA20 championships in the
last two seasons.
Last season’s leading wicket-
taker Marco Jansen (2/23) led
the comeback by delivering a
special new-ball performance
for the Sunrisers Eastern Cape
on Sunday night.
Jansen was well supported by
Englishmen -- pacer Richard
Gleeson (2/19) and left-arm
spinner Liam Dawson (2/11)
along with Ottneil Baartman
(2/30) as they restricted the
visitors to 115/8.
Sunrisers Eastern Cape then
chased down the target with
six wickets in hand with as
many as 28 balls remaining. 

Asked to bowl, Jansen
knocked over Durban Super
Giants opener Brandon King
with the second ball of the
innings which sent a near-
capacity St George’s Park
crowd into raptures.
“Glad to have it on a string.
Going well at the moment. It’s
not easy to bowl in the
powerplay, for me it’s all about
taking wickets and everything
just falls in place,” Jansen said.
“I try to bowl in the channel
consistently. We have the best
crowd in the country,
appreciate them coming out.”
Durban Super Giants innings
was held together by New

Zealand international Kane
Williamson (44 off 45 balls),
but received precious little
support until last-man
Naveen-ul-Haq struck 30 not
off just 15 balls.
Sunrisers Eastern Cape’s reply
was led by opener David
Bedingham’s rapid 39 at the
top of the order before Jordan
Hermann maintained the
momentum with 23 in the
middle-order.
But it was left to captain Aiden
Markram to provide the
finishing touches as Sunrisers
chased the bonus point with
the skipper finishing unbeaten
on 31 off just 20 balls.

Sunrisers Eastern Cape beat Durban
Super Giants by six wickets in SA20
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PTI n KOLKATA

Dynamic keeper-batter
Rishabh Pant was on

Monday named the captain of
Lucknow Super Giants for the
upcoming IPL and he vowed
to give his “200 percent” to
win the team’s maiden title.
Pant was picked at the mega
auction for an IPL record Rs
27 crore by the franchise
owner Sanjiv Goenka.
“I will give my 200 percent.
That’s my commitment to
you. I will try whatever is
there in my power to repay
the faith. I am really excited
and looking forward to new
beginning and new energy.
And have a blast out there
with lot of fun,” Pant told
mediapersons after being
unveiled as the new skipper.
“We start with new hope and
aspirations. And most
importantly, new confidence.
I wanted to introduce you all
to our new captain Rishabh
Pant,” Goenka said. 

This is Pant’s second stint as a
leader in the IPL.
At his former franchise Delhi
Capitals, the captaincy
became a point of contention,
leading the 27-year-old Pant
to opt out of DC’s retention
plans after unsuccessful
negotiations.
Pant beat Nicholas Pooran to
secure the top job after Rahul
didn’t feature in the list of
LSG’s retained players. LSG
had retained Pooran, Mayank

Yadav, Ravi Bishnoi, and
Ayush Badoni before the
auctions.
Right after the auction,
Goenka made a cryptic
remark that the franchise
wanted to keep players who
put the team first ahead of
their personal goals and
milestones, which was
construed as a dig at Rahul
who often struggled to score
at a brisk pace. 
Asked about his new team

PTI n KOLKATA

Acontender to take veteran
Ravindra Jadeja’s place

permanently at some point,
spin-bowling all-rounder
Axar Patel is aware of the
possibilities that may arise
during India’s big Test
transition but he doesn’t feel
the need to prove “anything to
anyone” to make his case.
Axar, who turned 31 on
Monday, has been Jadeja’s
under-study for the past
decade with same skill-sets
but with a bit of less finesse
than his fellow senior
Gujarati.
In his 11-year-international
career, Axar has taken 184
wickets across three formats
and 55 of them have come in
14 Tests, two of which were in
Bangladesh when Jadeja was
unfit.
Talk about Indian cricket’s
transition and whether he
stands to gain, India’s T20
vice-captain’s offered a matter
of fact response.
“Yes, a transition phase is
coming, and ultimately, it’s
the selectors’ and captain’s

call. I don’t feel the need to
prove anything to anyone,”
Axar gave an uncomplicated
answer.
“My approach is to focus on
fulfilling the role assigned to
me and continuously
improving myself. If I
perform well, my place in the
team will take care of itself
automatically.”
In his mind, he is an all-
format player and that belief
is unshakeable.
“I just keep telling myself that
I have played all three formats
be it Tests, ODIs, or T20s. My
focus is on doing well
whenever I get an
opportunity, rather than
feeling the need to prove
anything to anyone, whether
I’m picked or not.

“I don’t take the pressure of
thinking that I deserve a spot.
It is always about the team
combination and whether
there is any room for me.”
He wasn’t disappointed when
he didn’t make the cut for
Border-Gavaskar Trophy as it
was not meant to be. Instead,
he concentrated on a T20I
series in South Africa where
he played all the games.
“When it comes to selection
or the Australia series, I think
more about where I can get
opportunities rather than
whether I deserve a place.
“It’s all part of a cricketer’s
journey -- only 15 players can
be in the squad and you can’t
take your place for granted. I
don’t think in those terms.”
There has been a lot of chatter
about communication
between the Gautam
Gambhir-led support staff
and the players during the
series Down Under.
When asked about it, Axar
carefully sidestepped the issue
but did say that in a fast-
paced format like T20, it is
more about specific strategic
inputs and roles.

PTI n MELBOURNE

Elina Svitolina was 4-1 down
before she went on a roll

and took 11 of the next 12
games in a 6-4 6-1 victory over
Veronika Kudermetova on
Monday to reach the
Australian Open quarterfinals
for the third time. 
The 30-year-old Ukrainian is
into the last eight at a Grand
Slam for the 12th time and will
next play No. 19 Madison
Keys, who had a 6-3 1-6 6-3
win over Elena Rybakina, the
2022 Wimbledon champion
and 2023 Australian Open
runner-up.
Keys has twice reached the
semifinals in Australia, in 2015
and 2022, and entered the
season’s first major with a title
in Adelaide earlier this month.
Svitolina is back in the
quarterfinals in Australia for
the first time since 2019.
“Feels like a lifetime ago,”
Svitolina said. 
Since then, she has married
French player Gael Monfils in
2021 and the pair had a
daughter, Skai, in 2022. 
“Many things happened and
I’m really pleased with the
performance throughout the
tournament. Really enjoying
this win today.”
After dropping two early
service games to
Kudermetova, she said her
only goal “was just trying to
fight.”
“It’s the only thing I can do
when things are not going
your way, put your head down
and get back to work,” she said. 
“Really happy I could come
(back) into the match and then
win in straight sets.”
In a message written on a TV
camera lens after the match,

the No. 28-seeded Svitolina
wrote “The Spirit of Ukraine”
and drew a heart shape.
Svitolina, the No. 28 seed,
wore a red dress, red shoes and
a red cap for the match. People
in the crowd waved the yellow
and blue Ukraine flag.
Kudermetova took a medical
timeout for on-court
treatment on her abdomen
after falling behind 5-4 the
first set. 
She left the court for treatment
after losing the first set.
Kudermetova saved a
breakpoint and held for 1-1 in
the second set, following up a
forehand winner down the
line with a loud roar.
That was the end of her
celebrating. 
It wasn’t just power and pace
from Svitolina that was the
difference between the pair.
After bringing Kudermetova
to the net with a drop shot and
then lobbing over her to start
the next game, Svitolina
punched the air.
There was no handshake at the
net with Kudermeotva, a 27-
year-old from Russia, but no
animosity, either. 
Svitolina’s husband, Monfils,
was playing later Monday
against No. 21 seed Ben
Shelton on Margaret Court
Arena. The 38-year-old
Frenchman reached the fourth
round with an upset over
fourth-seeded Taylor Fritz, the
US Open runner-up last year.
Other quarterfinalists will be
decided when defending
champion Jannik Sinner and
No. 13 seed Holger Rune meet
in an afternoon match and
five-time major winner Iga
Swiatek takes on Eva Lys, the
lucky loser from qualifying, in
a night match.

PTI n GENEVA

The first Champions League games to
be played in January include one with

shocking possible consequences in an
unpredictable debut season for the 36-
team format.
Paris Saint-Germain vs Manchester City
on Wednesday is a clash of super-wealthy
state-backed teams currently a barely
believable 25th and 22nd in the
standings.
If the 2020 beaten finalist and 2023
champion play to a draw at Parc des
Princes, both could start the 18-game
final round on January 29 outside the
top-24 places that qualify for the
knockout stage. The new format that
replaced the traditional groups — now
with eight games instead of six, facing
eight different opponents, and two in
January — is unknown territory even for
UEFA, whose preseason prediction that
eight points should ensure advancing
likely will fall short.
However, few imagined what would play

out in the first six rounds.
Man City and PSG have struggled, Real
Madrid has lost half its games in 20th
place despite adding Kylian Mbappé to a
title-winning team, and lowest-ranked
debutant Brest has cruised to four wins
and seventh in the standings, just ahead
of Lille.
“It would have been impossible to list
these eight clubs as being in the top eight
positions,” Giorgio Marchetti, the UEFA
deputy general secretary, told The
Associated Press in a recent interview. 
“There is a lot of new fresh air.”

“I think the format has an impact,”
Marchetti said, pointing to comments by
Inter Milan coach Simone Inzaghi that it
is more difficult to prepare for eight
different opponents instead of three. 
“It is more of a challenge.”
Which positions are teams playing for?
The top eight in the standings on January
29 advance directly to the round of 16
that starts in March. They will likely
include current leader Liverpool and
second-place Barcelona which are the
only two teams already certain to finish
in the top 24. Liverpool is the only team
to win all six games.
Teams placed from ninth to 24th go into
the new knockout playoffs round. Nos.
9-16 will be seeded in the draw on
January 31 and will play the second leg at
home. Teams placing 17 to 24 host the
first legs.
Nos. 25-36 in the standings are
eliminated and do not transfer to the
Europa League. Already out are Leipzig,
Slovan Bratislava and Young Boys which
each lost all six games.

PTI n MADRID

With Kylian Mbappé
putting on a show again,
Real Madrid returned to

the top of the Spanish league.
Mbappé continued his scoring
streak with a brace as Madrid
routed 10-man Las Palmas 4-1 on
Sunday, prompting a big ovation
at Santiago Bernabeu stadium for
the France star who has struggled
at times in his first season with
the Spanish powerhouse.
“It’s always a dream to get a
standing ovation at this stadium,”
Mbappé said. 
“I’m really happy, I’ve adapted to
the team and I can play the way I
want to. Everyone enjoys the
team’s game. All the Real Madrid
players are leaders because it’s the
best team in the world. We have
to be united because we have to
win a lot of things. You always
have to win at Real Madrid.”
Mbappé now has scored four
goals in his last four matches with
Madrid.

Brahim Díaz and Rodrygo also
scored for Madrid as it overtook
Atletico Madrid to begin the
second half of the league season. 
Madrid is two points ahead of city
rival Atletico, which on Saturday
saw its record 15-game winning
streak end in a 1-0 loss to
Leganes. Madrid opened a seven-
point lead over third-placed
Barcelona, which drew 1-1 at
Getafe on Saturday.
“It was an important match for
us,” Mbappé said. 
“We knew what happened
yesterday with Atletico’s defeat
and Barcelona’s draw and we
wanted to get the win. We started
badly because we conceded an
early goal, but the team’s reaction
was outstanding. We looked for
space and played fast and with
quality.”
It was the second straight victory
for Madrid after an embarrassing
5-2 loss to Barcelona in the
Spanish Super Cup final in Saudi
Arabia on Jan. 12.
After Rodrygo was fouled,

Mbappé converted an 18th-
minute penalty kick on Sunday
after the visitors had taken the
lead through Fábio Silva one
minute into the match at the
Santiago Bernabeu stadium. 
Díaz put Madrid ahead in the
33rd and Mbappé added his
second goal in the 36th after an
assist by Rodrygo. 
Rodrygo scored his third goal in
three matches in the 57th.
Mbappé thought he had scored a
hat trick near the end of the first
half but his goal was disallowed
for offside. He also hit the
woodwork in first-half stoppage
time. 
Jude Bellingham had a goal
disallowed after video review in
the second half.
“Mbappé’s great form is helping
us a lot,” Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti said. 
“Our work today was very good.
We managed to get the right
balance to handle the good
moments and the difficult ones.”
Las Palmas, sitting in 14th place

and enduring a three-game losing
streak across all competitions,
had Benito Ramírez sent off for a
high kick in the 64th. He initially
was shown a yellow card but
video review determined he
deserved a red card.
Defender David Alaba made his
return to action after a long knee-
injury layoff in the 77th. He
hadn’t played since December
2023. 
Madrid was without forward
Vinícius Júnior because of a
suspension.
President Pérez
As the only candidate, Florentino
Pérez was reelected Madrid
president on Sunday, securing his
control of the club until 2029.
Other results
Earlier Sunday, fourth-place
Athletic Bilbao won 2-1 at 13th-
place Celta Vigo, while ninth-
place Rayo Vallecano drew 1-1 at
10th-place Osasuna. Valencia
moved out of last place by beating
Real Sociedad 1-0 at home for its
first league win since November.

Mbappé puts on a show again with two goals as Real Madrid beats Las Palmas

Champions League makes January debut with
high-stakes clash of PSG and Manchester City

Elina Svitolina rallies to
reach the Australian Open
quarterfinals for third time

Rishabh Pant named captain of Lucknow
Super Giants for upcoming IPL 2025

PTI n MUMBAI

India captain Rohit Sharma
will show up in a Ranji

Trophy match for the first
time in almost a decade after
he and rising star Yashasvi
Jaiswal were named in
Mumbai’s squad for their
fixture against Jammu and
Kashmir, starting January 23
at MCA-BKC Ground here.
The team will continue to be
led by the seasoned Ajinkya
Rahane, the Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA) said
while announcing the squad
on Monday. Rohit had
confirmed his participation

for the next round of the
Ranji Trophy match on
Saturday during a press
conference to announce
India’s squads for limited-
overs series against England
and the Champions Trophy
next month. When asked if
he would play in the next
domestic game for his state
team, Rohit replied, “I will”.
Of late there have been
questions over Rohit’s form
in the longest format after his
forgettable outing in his last
eight Tests, including against
New Zealand at home and
against Australia Down
Under.

Rohit Sharma, Yashasvi
named in Mumbai squad
for next Ranji game

Yes, transition phase is coming but I don’t
need to prove anything to anyone: Axar Patel

going the distance in the IPL,
Pant sounded optimistic. 
“Definitely happy with the
team. We have a mix of youth
and experienced players. We
have not been where we
wanted to be... That’s the
journey how we can take this
franchise to newer heights. 
Despite DC’s interest in
keeping him, they were not
fully committed to him
leading the side, prompting
Pant to re-enter the auction.
At the auction, they pipped
Sunrisers Hyderabad, LSG to
get Pant for Rs 20.75 crore,
eventually they had to raise
their price to Rs 27 crore to
outbid Delhi Capitals’ right-
to-match card.


