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MONEY 10
GROWING COMPLEXITY WIDENING
CYBER INEQUITY: WORLD
ECONOMIC FORUM REPORT

India summons Bangladesh Deputy High Commissioner

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

The sacred banks of the Ganga,
Yamuna, and the mystical
Saraswati came alive with a

sea of humanity as the Maha
Kumbh commenced on the
auspicious day of Paush Purnima
with over 1.65 crore people took a
dip at the holy river.
Pilgrims from every corner of the
country, carrying faith in their
hearts and offerings in their hands,
gathered to take the first holy dip.
The air was filled with
reverberating chants of “Har Har
Gange” and “Jai Shri Ram,” creating
an atmosphere of divine fervor.
The devotion of the pilgrims was
palpable as they began arriving at
the Sangam from midnight, braving
the biting cold. Wrapped in
woolens, they carried their
belongings on their heads, the
weight of which seemed
insignificant before their
unwavering faith. “It feels like a
burden lifted from my soul when I
take a dip here,” said Savitri Devi, a
65-year-old pilgrim from
Rajasthan, as she emerged from the
water with a serene smile.
The banks of the Sangam turned
into a kaleidoscope of colors as
people dressed in traditional attire
thronged the ghats. Children played
in the shallow waters, their laughter
mingling with the chants of
mantras, while elders sat in prayer,
their lips murmuring sacred
hymns. The youthful enthusiasm
was especially striking, with many
capturing the moments on their
phones and sharing them instantly.
“It's a proud moment for us to be
here and celebrate our culture with
the world,” said 22-year-old Aniket
Mishra from Allahabad, holding a
selfie stick as he stood at the edge of
the waters.
The spiritual energy was matched
by nature's grace, with a light
drizzle the previous night followed

by a cool breeze enhancing the
sanctity of the occasion. Pilgrims
were seen lighting diyas, offering
flowers, and performing rituals on
the ghats. “The cold water feels like
the blessings of the goddess herself.
This is not just a bath; it's a spiritual
rebirth,” said Ramesh Gupta, a
trader from Delhi who had traveled

with his family for the occasion.
The elaborate security
arrangements ensured a smooth
flow of devotees. Police personnel
stood alert at every corner, guiding
the crowds and maintaining order.
Drones hovered overhead,
providing real-time monitoring
from the Integrated Command and

Control Center. “We feel safe and
cared for. The arrangements this
year are truly commendable,” said
Kavita Joshi, a teacher from
Uttarakhand.
For many, the Maha Kumbh was
not just an act of faith but also a
celebration of cultural heritage. The
ghats became a stage for

impromptu performances of
bhajans and folk songs, as groups of
devotees formed circles and sang in
unison. The atmosphere was
electric yet peaceful, a blend of
human devotion and divine energy.
Social media was abuzz with posts,
photos, and videos from the event.
“I shared a live video of the aarti,

and my friends back in Mumbai
were amazed. This is a part of our
culture we should all be proud of,”
said Prerna Mehta, a first-time
visitor to the Kumbh.
As the sun rose over the horizon,
casting a golden glow over the
confluence, the Sangam appeared
like a painting brought to life. The

sight of millions standing waist-
deep in the water, hands folded in
prayer, was both humbling and
awe-inspiring. “This is the heart of
India, where the soul of our nation
resides,” said Dr. Vinod Kumar, a
historian observing the event.
The first day of Mahakumbh also
saw a bustling market atmosphere,
with devotees enthusiastically
shopping for food, puja items, and
other essentials from both
established stores and small
vendors.  
Ramkumar, a food vendor from
Hardoi who arrived two weeks ago,
shared his experience: “Here, we are
not only feeding devotees but also
earning spiritual merit. We are not
overcharging anyone, and
everything is running smoothly.”  
Similarly, Sunil from Bhadohi, who
is serving tea at the event, expressed
gratitude for the opportunity. “I've
come here for 45 days to earn a
livelihood. On this chilly first day,
tea is being served to the devotees
without any extra charge,” he
added.
Mahakumbh 2025 is turning into a
unique confluence of commerce
and charity, as the first day
witnessed both thriving business
and widespread acts of generosity.
Various organisations set up
Bhandaras across the fairgrounds,
distributing food and tea in
abundance to the countless
devotees present.
From piping hot Khichdi to Puri
Sabzi, devotees were treated to a
variety of meals, while tea was
served at numerous stalls
throughout the day.
Renowned saints, including Satua
Baba, have also extended
hospitality by organizing Bhandaras
and making arrangements for
devotees to stay in their camps,
ensuring that no one leaves without
being cared for. This seamless blend
of spiritual service and economic
activity highlights the inclusive
spirit of Mahakumbh.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
MUMBAI

The equity benchmark
Sensex cracked over 1,000

points to dive below the
77,000 level on Monday,
tracking heavy selling in
global equities and a spike in
international crude prices. 
A strong US jobs data, which
dampened early rate cut
expectations, the rupee
logging its steepest single-day
fall in nearly two years and
unabated foreign fund
outflows also dampened
investors’ sentiment.

Falling for the fourth straight
session, the 30-share 
BSE benchmark Sensex
tanked 1,048.90 points or 1.36
per cent to finally settle 
at 76,330.01. During the 
day, it plunged 1,129.19
points or 1.45 per cent to
76,249.72.
The NSE Nifty dropped
345.55 points or 1.47 per cent
to close at 23,085.95.
From the 30-share blue-chip
pack, Zomato cracked nearly
7 per cent. Power Grid, Adani
Ports, Tata Steel, NTPC, Tata
Motors, Tech Mahindra,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Asian
Paints, Sun Pharma and
UltraTech Cement were the
other major laggards.
In contrast, Axis Bank,
Hindustan Unilever, Tata
Consultancy Services and
IndusInd Bank were the
gainers.
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FAITH, CHARITY, BUSINESS, CONVERGE AT MAHAKUMBH 2025
CRORES OF BELIEVERS BATHE IN THE ETERNAL GLORY OF SANGAM

FIIs exit, Sensex
drops sharply

Devotees take a holy dip at Sangam during Maha Kumbh Mela 2025, in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

India on Monday
summoned Bangladesh

Deputy High Commissioner
Nural Islam amid escalating
border tensions between the
two nations. The
development comes a day
after the Bangladesh Foreign

Ministry summoned Indian
High Commissioner to
Dhaka Pranay Verma.
The border tensions between
India and Bangladesh have
escalated after Dhaka alleged
that India was trying to
construct fences at five
locations along the India-
Bangladesh border, violating
a bilateral agreement.

In a statement, the
Bangladeshi foreign ministry
said, “Bangladesh Foreign
Secretary Ambassador Md
Jashim Uddin on Sunday
expressed the deep concern of
the Government of
Bangladesh to the High
Commissioner of India
Pranay Verma at his office at
the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs over the recent
activities of the Border
Security Force (BSF) of India
along the Bangladesh-India
Border.”
The conflicts have surfaced in
five areas, including
( n o r t h w e s t e r n )
Chapainawabganj, Naogaon,
Lalmonirhat, and the Tin
Bigha Corridor.
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I, Kuljeet Singh Rai s/o 

Kehar Singh Rai R/o Vill: 

Gahoon Teh-Balachaur (SBS 

Nagar) declare that in my 

10th class certificate from 

ICSE Board, year 2012-2013 

Index No. T/5478/006 session 

March-April 2013 has been 

lost in home. If anybody found 

then contact at my above 

address. 

I, Randhir Singh s/o 

Veer Singh r/o H.No 246, 

krishna Enclave dhakoli 

zirakpur declare that My son 

Manjeet Singh and Mandeep 

Singh is out of my control. I 

Disown Them from my all 

movable/immovable 

properties, Anybody deal with 

them at his own risk. 

I, Sudip Chakrabrati Son 

of Basu Dev Chakrabrati 

Resident of House no 1656, 

Main Bazar, Manimajra 

Chandigarh inform that my 

son Lucky Chakrabrati is out 

of my control. I disown him 

from my all moveable and 

Immovable Properties. 

Anybody deal with him at their 

own Risk. He himself 

responsible for his any 

activities in future. 

We, Yash Paul Malik S/o 

Zile Singh Malik and 

Shakuntla W/o Yash Paul 

Malik R/o H. No. 30, Village 

Ugra Kheri, Panipat, declare 

that our son Ajay Malik are out 

of our control. So we disown 

our son from our moveable 

and immovable property. In 

future, anybody who deals 

with them will be responsible 

for that deal himself. 

I, Rashmi W/o Virendra 

Kumar R/o #1592/13, Krishna 

Colony, Hari Nagar, Jind 

declare that my son Kushagra 

alias Mitthu is out of my 

control. So, I disown him from 

my all movable/immovable 

properties. If anybody deals 

with him shall do their own 

risk in future. 

I Dulari Devi W/o Om 

Parkash R/o Village Tepla, 

Teh Rajpura District Patiala 

declare that I disowned my 

daughter Pooja Rani from my 

moveable immovable 

properties due to out of my 

control, anybody dealing with 

her at their own risk. 

I, Bhagwnti W/o Ram 

Kumar R/o Makrani (75) PO 

Mauri Distt. Bhiwani declare 

that my daughter in law 

Meena W/o Late Sh. 

Gurupreet and his son Dhruv 

are out of my control. So I 

disown them from my all 

moveable/immoveable 

properties. Any body dealing 

with them at their own risk. I 

or my family are not 

responsible for any type of 

their any acts. 

ਮੈ ਰੋਸ਼ਨ ਲਾਲ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਜਨਕ 

ਰਾਜ ਵਾਸੀ ਿਪੰਡ ਕਿਲਚਪੁਰ ਕਲੋਤਾ 

ਤਿਹਸੀਲ ਮੁਕੇਰੀਆ ਿਜਲਾ 

ਹਿਸ਼ਆਰਪੁਰ ਨੇ ਆਪਣੇ ਲੜਕੇ 

ਗਗਨਦੀਪ ਰੇਹਾਨ ਤੇ ਨੰੂਹ ਪਲਵੀ  ਨੰੂ 

ਕਿਹਣੇ ਤ� ਬਾਹਰ ਹੋਣ ਕਰਕੇ ਆਪਣੀ 

ਚਲ ਅਚੱਲ ਜਾਇਦਾਦ ਤ� ਬੇਦਖਲ ਕਰ 

ਿਦੱਤਾ ਹੈ। ਇੰਨ%ਾਂ ਨਾਲ ਲੈਣ ਦੇਣ ਕਰਨ 

ਵਾਲਾ ਖੁਦ ਜੁੰਮੇਵਾਰ ਹੋਵੇਗਾ 

म�, �लीराम पु* +ी मनीराम 

िनवासी गांव जाखोद खेड़ा िजला 

िहसार >ान करता Aॅ िक मेरी 

लड़की िकरण रानी मेरे कहने सुनने 

से बाहर है। अतः मH मेरी लड़की 

िकरण रानी को अपनी चल अचल 

सJित से बेदखल करता Aॅ। 

भिवL मM इससे िकसी भी Oकार 

का लेन देन करने वाला Pयं 

िजRेवार होगा, मेरी व मेरे पTरवार 

के िकसी सदU की कोई िजRेवारी 

नही ंहोगी।  

I, Hitherto Known As 

Undersigned Ankit S/O Sh. 

Harmesh Masih Residing At 

Village Village Barota, Po 

Abdullapur Tehil Mukerian, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Ankit Kaushal. It Is Certified 

That I Have Complied With 

Other Legal Requirements In 

The Connection. 

I, Gurpreet Kaur  W/o 

No. 15344853H,  Rank- Hav 

Name- Gurjant Singh Unit  53 

Engr. Regt, Resident of Vill-

Manana  PO. Behlolpur Tehsil 

& District- S.A.S Nagar 

(Mohali)  State -Punjab, Pin-

1600l4 have changed my 

date of  birth 07Dec1983 to 

07Dec1981, vide Affidavit  

Dated 13-01-2025 before 

Notary SAS Nagar (Mohali) 

(Pb) 

I, Sukh Dev S/o Bindra 

R/o Deputyganj Nilmatha 

Distt. Lucknow declare that in 

my son Aditya Pal army 

record my name wrongly 

entered Sukh Dev Pal. But 

my correct name is Sukh Dev. 

So amended my name from 

Sukh Dev Pal to Sukh Dev in 

my son army record. 

ਮੈ ਸਰਪੂੀ ਦੇਵੀ ਪਤਨੀ ਤਰਸੇਮ 

ਲਾਲ ਪੁੱਤਰੀ ਤੇਲੂ ਰਾਮ ਵਾਸੀ #ਬੀ-1, 

1466, ਿਮੱਤਰ ਸਟਰੀਟ, ਪੁਰਾਣਾ 

ਰਾਜਪੁਰਾ ਤਿਹਸੀਲ ਰਾਜਪੁਰਾ ਿਜਲਾ 

ਪਿਟਆਲਾ ਿਬਆਨ ਕਰਦੀ ਹਾਂ ਿਕ 

ਮਾਲ ਿਰਕਾਰਡ ਿਵਚ ਮੇਰਾ ਨਾਮ ਰਪੂੀ 

ਦਰਜ ਹੈ। ਰਪੂੀ ਤੇ ਸਰਪੂੀ ਦੇਵੀ ਦੋਵX 

ਇਕੋ ਔਰਤ ਦੇ ਯਾਨੀ ਮੇਰੇ ਨਾਮ ਹਨ, 

ਮੈਨੰੂ ਦੋਵX ਨਾਮਾਂ ਨਾਲ ਜਾਿਣਆ ਜਾਂਦਾ 

ਹੈ। 

I, Hira Singh s/o Hukam 

Singh Bisht, R/o # 3345, 

Sector 22-D, Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Hira Singh Bisht. 

I Angad Singh Marwaha 

S/O Parvinder Singh R/O Hno 

- 9, Model Town, Teh/Distt 

Pathankot Have Changed My 

Name From Angad Singh 

Marwaha To Angad Singh. 

I, Surjeet S/o Sharvan 

Ravidas  R/o # 920, Sector -

3, Devinagar (part) (384) 

Panchkula Haryana  134109  

have changed my name to  

Surjeet Ravidas. 

I, Ami Chand Jakhodiya 

S/o Duni Chand  R/o # 262/1 

Gali No- 5 Shanti Nagar  

Manimajra, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to  Ami 

Chand Aggarwal. 

I, Mohd Julfan S/o 

Basim Ahmed R/o House No. 

985, Vikas Nagar, Mauli 

Jagran, Chandigarh, have 

changed my name to Julfan 

Ahmed. 

I Mood. Salim S/o Nanu 

Khan R/o H, no. 550 Ward 

No. 13 Behind Power House 

Old Hamida Yamunager 

Tehsil Jagadhri that I have 

changed my name from 

Mood. Salim to Mohammad 

Salim. Concerned note. 

I, Sukhraj Singh Sidhu 

employed as Deputy  

Commandant Engineer at 

17th Bn. ITBP reckong Peo, 

Distt Kinnaur (H.P.) have 

changed my name from 

Sukhraj Singh (Old Name) to 

Sukhraj Singh Sidhu (New 

Name) 

I, Sarwan Kaur W/o Sh. 

Baldev Singh R/o H No. 200, 

Milk Colony, (Sector 14-

West), Chandigarh have 

changed my name from 

Sarwan Kaur to Gurdeep 

Kaur. 

I, Nand Kishore S/o Shri 

Bhagwan R/o 509, Pana - 

Khadyan VPO-Rohat, Rohat 

(215), Sonipat, Haryana-

131403 have changed my 

name to Nand Kishor for all 

purposes. 

I, Bal Kishan S/o Ram 

Lal Sharma R/o 120, Krishna 

Nagar, Near Chandpur, 

Yamuna Nagar have changed 

my name from Bal Kishan to 

Bal Kishan Sharma. 

I, Vikas S/o Satinder 

Kumar R/o 34A, Vidya Nagar, 

Gobindpuri Road, Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my 

name from Vikas to Vikas 

Sabharwal. 

I, No.1079605w Rank Nk 

Sukhdev Singh S/O Bawa 

Singh R/O Village Uchha 

Dhakala  Tehsil/Distt- 

Gurdaspur (Punjab). Declare 

That In My Army Record My 

Wife Name Rajwinder Kaur Is 

Wrong. But My Wife Name 

Rajinder Kaur Is Correct. Vide 

Affidavit No. In 

Pb95081044787070x Dated 

08/01/2025 Before Executive 

Magistrate Dinanagar (Gsp). 

I, Vikas Sehal S/o Ved 

Pal Singh R/o 134, Shivpuri 

B, Near ITI, Yamuna Nagar, 

Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt. 

Yamuna Nagar have changed 

my minor son name from 

Laavanya Sehal to Lovyam 

Sehal. 

I, No.3405649Y Ex 

Hav(Clk) Pawan Prakash 

Saini S/o Sh. Fateh Chand 

Saini R/o Moh. Saini Nagar 

Ravidas Mandir Road 

Bhiwani (Haryana) has 

changed my wife's name from 

Sushila Devi to Sushila & my 

son's name from Priyanshu 

Prakash Saini to Priyanshu 

Prakash for all future 

purposes. 

I, Harmukh Singh S/o 

Bhupinder Singh R/o 

H.No.16, Dabra Chowk, 

Behind Medicity Hospital, 

Govind Nagar, Hisar 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Harmukh to 

Harmukh Singh for all 

purposes in future. 

I Hitherto Known as Piyar 

Kaur W/o Joginder Pal R/o 

ward No. 32, Gali No. 4, 

Kacha Kot, O/s Bhandari 

gate, Batala, Gurdaspur, 

Punjab have changed my 

name and shall hereafter be 

Known as Rajinder Kaur. 

I, No. JC (NYA) 

2703491L NB Sub Kuldeep 

Singh S/o Sh. Rattan Singh 

R/o Village Bidola PO 

Chhapar Rangran, Tehsil 

Tosham, Distt. Bhiwani 

declares that in my army 

record, my mother's name is 

Bimla Devi & date of birth is 

01-07-1963, which is wrong. 

Now I want to register my 

mother's name as Bimla and 

her date of birth as 01-01-

1960 in my army record, 

which is correct. 

I, Anil Kumar S/o Sh. 

Ramji Lal R/o H.No. F-152, 

New Model Town Extension, 

Hisar (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Anil 

to Anil Kumar for all future 

purposes. 

I, No. JC (NYA) 

2703491L NB Sub Kuldeep 

Singh S/o Sh. Rattan Singh 

R/o Village Bidola PO 

Chhapar Rangran, Tehsil 

Tosham, Distt. Bhiwani 

declares that in my army 

record, my son's name is 

Yovraj Singh, which is wrong. 

Now I want to register my 

son's name as Yuvraj Singh in 

my army record, which is 

correct. 

I Jannat D/o Jatinder Pal 

Singh R/o House No 70, Near 

Sampark Center, Sector 10-

A, Chandigarh have changed 

my name from  Jannat to 

Jannat Kaur. 

I Veena W/o Ram Gopal 

R/o House No. 582/1002, 

Sector 16, New Pritami 

Nagar, Karnal Haryana have 

changed my name from 

Veena to Veena Kumari. 

I, Surekha W/o Ravinder 

Paul R/o H.No.242 Nav Jyoti 

School Wali Gali Near Cold 

Store Dashmesh Avenue 

Naushehra Khurd Majitha 

Road Amritsar have changed 

my name to Surekha Paul 

I, Krishan Kumar father 

of Army no 17027300k, Rank 

cfn, name eshavar Singh 

resident of village- 

Ishrakabas, PO-baberi Teh- 

Bansur distt- Kotputli behror 

(Rajasthan) & serving with 

Static Wksp EME, Mhow C/O- 

56 APO. declare that in my 

son's service record my name 

and date of birth is wrongly 

written as Krashan Kumar 

and date of birth 1 August 

1970. but my correct name is 

Krishan Kumar and correct 

date of birth is 1 January 

1970. 

I, Bhothi Devi mother of 

Army no 17027300K rank cfn, 

name Eshavar Singh resident 

of village- Ishrakabas, PO- 

baberi, Teh- Bansur, distt- 

Kotputli behror (Rajasthan) & 

serving with Static Wksp 

EME, Mhow C/O 56 APO. 

declare that in my son's 

service record my name and 

date of birth is wrongly written 

as bhoti Devi and date of birth 

7 August 1974. but my correct 

name is Bhothi Devi and date 

of birth is 1 January 1977. 

I, Rathod Cheharba 

Ratuji spouse of 

No.14940739P Sep Rathod 

Ratuji Bhikhaji  R/o 258 

Rajhaputwas Uchadovas 

Memadpur PO Memadpur 

Dist Banaskantha Gujarat 

385421 now at 15 mech Inf 

C/o 56 APO have changed 

my name from Rathod 

Cheharba Ratuji to Rathod 

Cheharben Ratuji  vide 

Affidavit No IN-

PB96746697891622X Dated 

13-01-2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I Sumathi Prabhakar 

spouse of No 15503600H  Dfr  

Prabhakara SC R/o 

Shanthigrama Hobali Haasan 

Karnataka 573220 have 

changed my name from 

Sumathi Prabhakar to Sumathi 

vide Affidavit No 

PB96735544154670X Dated 

13-01-2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I Barsha spouse of 

JC287630X SUB Suresh 

Meena  R/o Karadiya Bhil 

Baktal Sehore Madhya 

Pradesh 466001 have 

changed my name from 

Barsha to Varsha Meena vide 

Affidavit No IN-

PB96740093835301X Dated 

13-01-2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 
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BRIEFSHry CM holds pre-budget
consultation with youth
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Monday said that the upcom-
ing State budget will prioritise
the prosperity of every citizen
and the welfare of all commu-
nities. Suggestions are being
sought from every section and
individual of the state for the
budget and the experiences
and excellent suggestions of the
youth will also be reflected in
Haryana's budget, he added.

Presiding over a pre-bud-
get consultation meeting with
youth at Kurukshetra
University, the Chief Minister
said that the state govern-
ment's vision for the upcoming
budget is to meet the expecta-
tions and hopes of every
Haryanvi and bring prosperi-
ty to the general public.

Saini said that today, youth
from Super 100, startups, and
young entrepreneurs have
given valuable suggestions for
the budget. He emphasised
that the suggestions received
from youth in the previous
budget were included, and this
time, a portal has been
launched to get suggestions
from the general public.
Anyone can provide sugges-
tions on any field or topic
through this portal, said Saini.

He said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
worked to strengthen the youth
power of the country through
programmes like startups. Such
programmes are helping youth
move forward rapidly in every
field worldwide. The upcoming
budget would focus on bene-
fiting youth, ensuring that
youth power contributes to
the state's development.

Govt to soon give
plots to 1 lakh people 

In another programme,
addressing the gathering dur-
ing the Abhinandan Samman
Samaroh organized at Gupti
Dham premises located in
Ganaur of Sonipat, the Chief
Minister said that during the
Assembly elections, the
Opposition played politics of
lies and promised to give jobs
in exchange for votes, but the
people of the State showed the
mirror to those who wanted to
sell government jobs and elect-
ed a BJP government again.
"Today, the child of a poor per-
son in the state is becoming
successful on the basis of his
hard work, because the atmos-
phere has changed due to the
basic mantra of BJP of giving
jobs without 'kharchi-parchi',"
he added. Saini said, "Before
taking oath, our government
gave jobs to 24,000 youth with-
out 'parchi-kharchi'. Today,
even a child from a poor fam-
ily is getting a job on big posts
in the Haryana Government.
As soon as the government was
formed, we made many deci-
sions for the welfare of the peo-
ple. We started a free dialysis
facility for kidney patients.
Apart from this, we passed a
Bill in the Assembly to give
ownership rights of land at col-

lector rate to the people who
have been living in houses
built on panchayat land for a
long time. In the last 10 years,
strong development work has
been done in Haryana. The
present government is working
in the interest of the poor.

He said as per the promise
of providing a roof over every
head, plots will soon be pro-
vided to one lakh poor people
in the state, and for this, the
government has prepared a
complete plan. He said that the
previous governments only
made announcements of giving
plots of 100-100 square yards,
but neither any papers were
given to the poor, nor the pos-
session of the plot.
Understanding the pain of
those people, the present state
government has done the work
of giving the registry and pos-
session of the plots to the peo-
ple, the Chief Minister added.

After paying floral tributes
to the statue of Swami
Vivekananda at a programme
in Ambala, Saini said that the
State Government is fulfilling
the dreams of youth by fol-
lowing the footsteps of Swami
Vivekananda. The present state
government has provided jobs
to youth based on merit. The

state's goal is to make every
youth skilled and financially
prosperous by 2030. To achieve
this goal, various plans are
being implemented with effec-
tive steps.

He said, "Our country is
known for its festivals, each of
which has its own special sig-
nificance. Swami Vivekananda
had worked to bring India's
culture and glory to the world.
Swami Vivekananda is an inspi-
ration to the youth, which is
why his birth anniversary is cel-
ebrated as National Youth Day.

The Chief Minister said
that in the last 10 years,  the
present state government has
provided more than 1.71 lakh
government jobs to youth
based on merit, without any
favoritism or corruption. He
said that through the Haryana
Kaushal Rozgar Nigam, the
government has not only pro-
vided jobs but also ensured job
security for the youth.

The Chief Minister also
urged the youth to participate
in politics. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has called
upon the youth of the country
that they should come forward
in active politics, because youth
are the future of this country,
he added.

Punjab Police conducts
search operations at
Bus Stands across state

PNS n CHANDIGARH

To ensure peaceful celebra-
tions of Lohri festival,

Punjab Police on Monday con-
ducted a cordon and search
operation (CASO) at all the
Bus Stands across the state. The
operation was carried out from
2 pm to 4 pm simultaneously
in all the 28 Police districts.

Special Director General of
Police (Special DGP) Law and
Order Arpit Shukla, who was
personally monitoring this
state-level operation, said that
all the CPs/SSPs were asked to
ensure heavy deployment of
police force under the super-
vision of Superintendent of
Police (SP) rank officers to
make this operation successful.

He said that police teams
with the assistance of sniffer
dogs frisked people arriving
and departing at Bus Stands,
adding that teams have also
rounded up suspicious people
for verification. “We had strict-
ly instructed all the Police
Personnel to deal with every
person in a friendly and polite
manner while frisking them
during the course of this oper-

ation,” he added. The Special
DGP said that as many as 493
parties, involving over 3500
Police Personnel, were deput-
ed across the state to look for
suspicious persons at different
bus stands in the state while
ensuring minimum inconve-
nience to the general public.

Around 3514 people were
checked during the operation
conducted at around 249 bus
stands in the state, he said,
while adding that police teams
have rounded up 77 persons
for questioning. Police teams
have also registered three crim-
inal cases during the operation
and also recovered 950 grams
poppy husk, 70 bottles of illic-
it liquor and 120 tablets of
Alprazolam, he added.

He said that during the
operation, police teams have
also conducted checking of
vehicles stationed at and
around the bus stands. As
many as 318 vehicles were
challaned and 17 vehicles have
been impounded by the teams,
he added. Shukla reiterated
that such operations would
continue to ensure peace and
harmony in the border state.

Himachal CM visits fire
affected area in Kullu district
PNS n SHIMLA

Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

on Monday visited Tandi vil-
lage in the Banjar Valley of
Kullu district to meet families
affected by a recent fire inci-
dent. He assessed the ongoing
relief operations and instruct-
ed officers to expedite the
work on a war footing.

Sukhu announced that the
government will provide finan-
cial assistance of Rs. 5,000 per
month for six months to fam-
ilies living in rented accom-
modations due to the fire. If the
reconstruction of their houses
is not completed within this
period, the government will
extend the rent support for an
additional six months.
Additionally, he announced
Rs. 50,000 for the construction
of cattle sheds. For families

whose houses were complete-
ly destroyed or rendered unin-
habitable, he declared financial
assistance of Rs. 7 lakh for
reconstruction and also
assured free electricity and
water connections, provision of
timber as per norms for
rebuilding, and essential items
such as utensils, clothing, and
other necessities.

Further, the Chief Minister
announced Rs. 75 lakh for
constructing a metal road with-
in the village and Rs. 1 crore for
repairing the 4-kilometre-long
road leading to Tandi. To
enhance safety measures in
the region, he announced the
establishment of a fire station
in Banjar and also assured
efforts to address the local
low-voltage electricity problem
by exploring the possibility of
setting up a solar power pro-
ject.

Himachal Governor and CM felicitate people on
Makar Sankranti
Shimla:  Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla and Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu have felicitated the people of the state
on Makar Sankranti. In his felicitation message, the Governor
said that this joyous festival marks the end of winter and the
beginning of a new harvest season. Sukhu while congratulat-
ing the people on Makar Sankranti said that this festival has
both religious and seasonal significance. It is considered to be
one of the most auspicious day of the year. This period is
believed to be the ‘Uttaarayan’ or an auspicious time. He hoped
the festival would bring happiness and prosperity to the peo-
ple of the State.

Cold weather conditions persist in Pb & Hry
Chandigarh: There was no let-up in cold weather conditions
in Punjab and Haryana on Monday with Amritsar recording
the lowest minimum temperature of 4.7 degrees Celsius. Among
other places in Punjab, Ludhiana recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 8.8 degrees Celsius, according to a meteorological
department report. Faridkot recorded a low of 5.3 degrees
Celsius, Pathankot 5.6 degrees Celsius, Gurdaspur 6.5 degrees
Celsius, Bathinda 6.8 degrees Celsius and Patiala 7.6 degrees
Celsius. In Haryana, the mercury settled at a low of 8.8 degrees
Celsius. Karnal recorded a minimum temperature of 6.5 degrees
Celsius, Hisar and Sirsa 7.8 degrees Celsius, Bhiwani 8.5 degrees
Celsius and Rohtak 11.2 degrees Celsius. Chandigarh record-
ed a low of 8.3 degrees Celsius, a notch above normal.

Punjab Govt Invites Applications for Chairman
of Punjab Public Service Commission
Chandigarh: The Government of Punjab has invited applica-
tions from distinguished individuals with impeccable integri-
ty, high caliber, and administrative experience to fill the vacant
position of Chairman of the Punjab Public Service Commission,
Patiala. An official spokesperson of Punjab Government said
that as per the eligibility criteria, the applicants must have held
office for at least 10 years under the Government of India or
the Government of State.
Additionally, they should be less than 62 years of age on the

date of issue of public notice in this regard. Candidates who
have applied earlier need not to apply again. The interested
applicants are required to submit their complete bio-data,
including an undertaking, to the office of Secretary Personnel,
Government of Punjab (PP-3 Branch), Room No. 14, 6th floor,
Punjab Civil Secretariat, Sector 1, Chandigarh. The deadline
for submission of applications is 5:00 PM on March 15. A Search
Committee headed by the Chief Secretary, will shortlist the
names of eligible candidates. These names will then be con-
sidered by the High-Powered Committee, chaired by the Chief
Minister of Punjab.
HP CM Congratulates Boxing Gold medalists
Shimla:  Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu congratulated
Avinash Jamwal resident of Mandi district for winning the gold
medal in the National Boxing Championship held at Bareilly
in Uttar Pradesh. He said that Avinash Jamwal has brought lau-
rels to the State and he was an inspiration for budding play-
ers. Jamwal was declared the best boxer in this championship.
Hry to celebrate Nat’l Voters’ Day with pledge to
staff, literary competitions 
Chandigarh: The Haryana Government has decided to admin-
ister voters’ pledge and conduct a variety of activities on the
occasion of National Voters’ Day, which is celebrated on January
25 every year. The schools and educational institutes of the state
have been directed to conduct activities such as debates, dis-
cussions and competitions (including quiz, drawing, skit, song,
painting, essay etc.) as part of the Voters’ Day celebrations or
during the run up to National Voters’ Day on the theme of
‘Nothing like voting. I vote for sure’. Regarding this, Chief
Secretary Vivek Joshi has written a letter in this regard to all
Administrative Secretaries, Heads of Departments, MDs of
Boards/Corporations, Deputy Commissioners and Vice-
Chancellors/Registrars of universities in the state, wherein they
have been asked to direct the staff under them to take the
National Voters’ Day (NVD) pledge on January 25.  The let-
ter states that the Election Commission of India has declared
its foundation day as National Voters Day.This day is celebrated
every year on January 25 across the country from the polling
station level to block, assembly constituency, district and state
level.The main objective of celebrating this day is to spread
awareness among the general public to get every eligible citi-
zen included as a voter in the voter list.
2 injured as lintel of under-construction 3-storey
building collapses in Mohali
Mohali: Two people were injured as the lintel of an under-con-
struction three-storey building collapsed in Sector 118, TDI
City, here in Mohali on Monday evening. The injured were
rushed to hospital. Locals said the lintel of the first floor col-
lapsed. The construction work on the second floor was on when
the incident took place. The incident comes a month after a
building collapsed in Sohana, leaving two people dead.

About 50,000 migratory birds of 82 species spotted
in Sultanpur National Park this winter season
MANOJ KUMAR n
CHANDIGARH

About 50,000 migratory
birds of 82 species chose to

nest at the Sultanpur National
Park (Sultanpur Bird
Sanctuary), located at
Sultanpur village on
Gurugram-Jhajjar highway,
Gurugram, this winter season,
said Sultanpur National park
(Wildlife) Inspector Jyoti
Kumar.

Talking to ‘The Pioneer’
over the Phone, Kumar said
that like always, this winter too,
thousands of species of rare
birds that fly in from higher
altitudes in search of food and
shelter have made Haryana
one of its favourite destinations.
The State has a plethora of
water bodies where these birds
can easily be spotted.
“Waterlogged fields get more
birds than any bird sanctuary
in Haryana. It is because these
birds can easily search for food
in shallow waters,” he added.

Kumar further said, “Every
year, we conduct bird counting
in the park to note the number
of birds and the species that
visit the area. This exercise

helps us understand the pattern
of migration and the ecology of
the park.  The migratory bird
species that were sighted in the
park this year include northern
Lapwing, Pelican, common
coot bird, bar headed geese,
greylag goose, pintail, northern
shower, common pochard,
painted stork, spoon bills, open
bill stork, Ibis, common teal
among many other species.  

The wildlife officer further
said that the birds arrive dur-
ing the winter migration season
from about 29 countries
between September and
October and make a return
journey by March.  The migra-
tory birds had started arriving
in the National park much
before the onset of winter this
year. As the park has an ideal
habitat for birds, every year a

large number of birds fly mil-
lions of miles to these wetlands
for resting and feeding.

Kumar further said that as
many as 82 species of birds
were seen during the week-long
second round of bird watching
trip held recently. “This year,
about 50, 000 migratory birds
of 82 species visited the park.
Some of the resident birds that
were sighted on the bird count-

ing day were white-throated
kingfisher, red munia and
black-winged stilt, among oth-
ers. About 65,000 migratory
birds arrived in 2022 while
60,000 in 2023,” he added.

The wildlife officer said,
“There are over 600 species of
fauna, including birds, amphib-
ians and butterflies at the
Sultanpur National Park. There
are over 417 species of birds
that have been reported from
the park. Additionally, there are
16 mammal species, 40 species
of butterflies, 16 reptiles and
five amphibian species.

Birds travel around this
time of the year and return to
the same wetland, if it suits
them once. He further said that
the migratory birds that usually
fly into the park can be classi-
fied into three categories:
waders (water dependent
birds), ducks (require slightly
deeper water) and warblers
(prefer reeds).

According to State of
India’s birds 2020, out of the
1,220 species of birds found in
India, 280 of them are long-dis-
tance migrants, while 116 are
the subcontinent migrants and
the remaining species usually

stay within the country bor-
ders, he added.

Asia Bird Census
2025 begins at Sultanpur
Bird Sanctuary

Kumar further said that to
monitor and preserve the
region's wetland ecosystems
and their avian inhabitants, the
Haryana State Biodiversity
Board, in a collaborative effort
with global not-for-profit
Wetlands International had
launched the Asia Bird Census
2025 at the Sultanpur Bird
Sanctuary on January 4.

The Asian Waterbird
Census is part of an interna-
tional initiative to monitor
waterbird populations and the
health of wetlands across Asia.
A team from Wetlands
International South Asia
(WISA) is coordinating the
census.

The census employed the
visual encounter survey
methodology. The bird experts,
student volunteers, members of
NGOs and officials of Forest
and Wildlife Departments are
participating in this census.
The final reports on arrival of
migratory birds will be released
after January 19, he added.

PNS n SHIMLA

Amaster plan would be pre-
pared for the beautification

of the premises of Baba Balak
Nath, Mata Shri Chintpurni,
Shree Naina Devi and Maa
Jwalaji Temples to facilitate
the devotees by providing them
with world-class facilities,
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said on Monday.

Chairing a review meeting
of the Art, Language and
Culture Department, he stated
that this will also encourage
religious tourism as well. He
said that from the next finan-
cial year, 'District level Festivals'
would be organized in all the
districts. At least one cultural
evening will be reserved for
local artists in these fairs and
festivals. A provision would be
made to spend 33 percent of
the total expenditure on local
artists. He also asked to fix the
honorarium of the artists and
rationalize the honorarium.

Sukhu said that 107 fairs
have been notified by the State
Government, which includes
four international level, five
national level, 29 state level and
69 district-level fairs. In the
financial year 2024-25, the

state government has provided
an assistance grant of Rs 1.10
crore for organizing these fairs.
He said that the work of setting
up a digital museum at
Bantony Castle in Shimla will
be completed this year and
directed to develop the
'International Roerich
Memorial Trust' from the
tourism point of view. He also
did a detailed review of the
schemes being implemented by
the department.

Seven solar projects
of  72 MW to be allotted
soon: CM

The State Government was
trying to harness green energy
on a large scale and tenders
have been invited for setting up
seven solar power projects of a
total capacity of 72 MW, which

are being evaluated, chief min-
ister Sukhu said in a statement.
He said that their work would
be allotted to the companies
concerned this month and
apart from this, survey and
investigation of 8 projects of
325 MW is going on. "For the
first time the government was
moving towards developing
200 panchayats of the state as
'Green Panchayats' in which
200 KV ground mounted solar
plants would be installed and
the income from them would
be spent on the development
works of the Panchayat," he
added. Chief Minister said that
in the solar energy sector, the
32 MW Pekhubela Solar Power
Project in Una district was
dedicated to the public on 15
April, 2024 and in the six and

a half month period from April
to October 2024, 34.19 million
units of electricity have been
generated through this project,
generating an income of Rs
10.16 crore. He said that apart
from this, a 5 MW solar power
project at Bhanjal in Una dis-
trict has been started on 30
November, 2024 while the con-
struction work of 10 MW
Aghlaur Solar Power Project is
also expected to be completed
this month. Sukhu said that the
present State Government is
taking several steps towards
making Himachal Pradesh the
country's first 'Green Energy'
by 2026 so that there is no
damage to the environment of
the state. He said that while
harnessing green energy will
help in environmental con-
servation, carbon emissions
will also be reduced. He said
that green energy sources are
renewable and do not get
exhausted, which ensures avail-
ability of energy to future gen-
erations and plays an important
role in reducing the ill-effects
of climate change. He said that
apart from this, a draft DPR of
two tonnes per day capacity
plant of compressed Biogas
has been prepared. Apart from
this, grid connected roof top
solar plants and water heating
systems will be installed in the
State's Bal and Balika Ashrams,
Vridha Ashrams and Rajiv
Gandhi Model Day-Boarding
Schools.

Master Plan for beautification of
Himachal temples to be prepared

Kataria conducts surprise inspection of
Govt Hospital, Sector 16 & Manimajra

GMDA removes encroachment on SPR;
12 acres of green belt on SPR cleared

PNS n CHANDIGARH

To assess healthcare ser-
vices and infrastructure,

the Governor of Punjab and
Administrator UT Chandigarh
Gulab Chand Kataria on
Monday conducted surprise
visits to the Government
Multi-Specialty Hospital
(GMSH), Sector 16, and the
Sub-District Hospital (SDH),
Manimajra.

At GMSH, Sector 16, he
inspected the Emergency
Department, Intensive Care
Unit, Post-Natal Ward, Labour
Room, Advanced Pediatric
Centre, and the proposed site
for the expansion of the
Emergency Wing. During the
visit, he interacted with
patients and their families to
inquire about their health and
the quality of services being
provided. Special attention was
given to cleanliness, availabil-
ity of medicines, quality of
meals, and patient privacy. He
appreciated the hospital’s mea-
sures to ensure privacy for
female patients, such as cubi-
cle curtains and partitions. In
the Advanced Pediatric Centre,
the hospital staff briefed the
Administrator on the special-
ized services provided, includ-

ing care for newborns with
complications and low birth
weight. Kataria was informed
about tele-consultation facili-
ties enabling consultations with
super-specialty departments
at PGIMER, Chandigarh,
which have improved critical
pediatric care. Additionally,
he reviewed the robust referral
system in place and its effi-
ciency in providing timely
care.

The Governor also exam-
ined the proposed site for the
expansion of the Emergency
Wing, a project designed to
reduce overcrowding and
improve patient management
in the Emergency Triage Area.
He directed the concerned
authorities to expedite the con-
struction process to address
these challenges effectively.

During his visit to SDH,
Manimajra, the Administrator
inspected various departments,
including the Emergency Area,
Medical Ward, Labour Room,
and Gynae Ward. He interact-
ed with patients to under-
stand their experiences and
reviewed the hospital’s admis-
sion status. Emphasis was
placed on the optimal utiliza-
tion of available facilities to
enhance patient care.

Gurugram: Enforcement Wing of the Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority on Monday acted heavily on encroach-
ment on SPR wherein 12 acres of green belt area was cleared of
encroachment. DTP GMDA, R. S. Batth with his team includ-
ing ATP Mange Ram with 4 JCBs and 50 police persons held
the demolition drive on SPR. 12 acres area was cleared by GMDA
by removing big nurseries and illegal parking and building mate-
rial. Nurseries developed across 4 acres  and building materi-
als spread across 3 acres were cleared. In the drive, DTP GMDA
also got the building material that was encroaching on green belts
mixed byJCBs and thereafter all concerned requested for one
day time to remove all material. Additionally, about 5 perma-
nent rooms and 10 temporary structures were also removed. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation/ Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 

Unit No. 2943 (Ground Floor) of EWS (One Room Flat) Category in 

Sector 49, Chandigarh on the basis of Sale Deed in the name of 

MS.BIPIN KAUSHAL D/O SH.HARDEV RAJ SHARMA from the name 

of allottee/transferee SMT.SAROJ BALA W/O SH.SANJEEV KUMAR.  

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 2943 (Ground Floor) of EWS 

(One Room Flat) Category in Sector 49, Chandigarh stands in the name 

of allottee/transferee SMT.SAROJ BALA W/O SH.SANJEEV KUMAR. 

Now, SMT.SAROJ BALA W/O SH.SANJEEV KUMAR has sold the 

above said dwelling unit to MS. BIPIN KAUSHAL D/O SH.HARDEV 

RAJ SHARMA vide Sale Deed Executed and registered in office of Sub-

Registrar Chandigarh on 07.01.2025. MS. BIPIN KAUSHAL D/O 

SH.HARDEV RAJ SHARMA have requested this office for transfer the 

above said dwelling unit in her name on the basis of sale deed. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 

favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation / Transfer of ownership right of 50% share in respect 

of Dwelling Unit No. 1771/1, of MIG-III Category in Sector 39/B, 

Chandigarh on the basis of Transfer Deed in the name of SH. VIPAN 

KUMAR THAKUR S/O LATE SH. SUKH RAM THAKUR, from the name 

of allottee/transferee SH. SANJEEV THAKUR S/O LATE SH. SUKH 

RAM THAKUR. 

(BROTHER TO BROTHER) 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. No. 1771/1, of MIG-III Category 

in Sector 39/B, Chandigarh stands in the name of allottee/transferee 

SH. SANJEEV THAKUR S/O LATE SH. SUKH RAM THAKUR & SH. 

VIPAN KUMAR THAKUR S/O LATE SH. SUKH RAM THAKUR. It has 

been reported by SH. VIPAN KUMAR THAKUR S/O LATE SH. SUKH 

RAM THAKUR who has applied for transfer of ownership right of 50% 

in respect of said Dwelling unit on the basis of Transfer Deed in his name 

which was Executed and registered in office of Sub-Registrar 

Chandigarh on 10/01/2024. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 

favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

SMT. SAROJ W/O SH. RAJESH KUMAR AND SH. ROODRA KUMAR 

S/O SH. RAJESH KUMAR R/O H.NO.4838/C, Sector-38-W, 

Chandigarh, allottee/transfree of the Dwelling unit No. 4838-C, Sector 

38-WEST, Chandigarh, has approached to the Chandigarh Housing 

Board for the issuance of Duplicate Copy of Transfer letter in the name 

of SMT. SAROJ W/O SH. RAJESH KUMAR AND SH. ROODRA 

KUMAR S/O SH. RAJESH KUMAR in respect of Dwelling unit No. 

4838/C, sector 38-WEST, Chandigarh due to loss of these documents. 

SMT. SAROJ W/O SH. RAJESH KUMAR AND SH.ROODRA KUMAR 

S/O SH. RAJESH KUMAR has furnished the DDR registered in 

Chandigarh S.No.408034 L.A.R.No.2025/000886, on dated 09/01/2025 

regarding the loss of above said document. Any person having any 

objection, against the issuance of duplicate copy of Transfer letter in the 

name of SMT. SAROJ W/O SH. RAJESH KUMAR AND SH.ROODRA 

KUMAR S/O SH. RAJESH KUMAR, in respect of the above said 

Dwelling Unit to the said SMT. SAROJ W/O SH. RAJESH KUMAR AND 

SH.ROODRA KUMAR S/O SH. RAJESH KUMAR, he/she should file 

the objection before the undersigned in writing within 15 days from the 

publication of this notice, failing which the documents shall be issued. 

Further, in case original documents as mentioned above are found by 

anyone, the same should be submitted in the above noted Police Station 

or in the office of the undersigned.  

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Subject:- Mutation/Transfer of 

Ownership in respect of 

D.U.No. 221/1 of Central-II 

Category in Sector 45-A, 

Chandigarh in the name of SH. 

MUNEESH BHATIA S/O SH. 

S. P. BHATIA (SURAJ 

PRAKASH BHATIA), from the 

name of allottee/transferee SMT. TRIPTA BHATIA W/O SH. S. P 

BHATIA, on the basis of Registered WILL. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that SH. MUNEESH BHATIA S/O SH. S. P. BHATIA 

(SURAJ PRAKASH BHATIA), has applied after death of its 

allottee/transferee of SMT. TRIPTA BHATIA W/O SH. S. P BHATIA, to 

the Chandigarh Housing Board for transfer of the dwelling unit No. 

221/1 of Central-II Category in Sector 45-A, Chandigarh in his name 

SMT. TRIPTA BHATIA W/O SH. S. P BHATIA, expired on 22/05/2024 

at Chandigarh and had left behind a WILL which was registered with 

Sub-Registrar Chandigarh dated 28/02/2017 in his favour. He has further 

stated that the WILL of the deceased allottee/transferee is the last WILL 

executed by him which has neither superseded nor cancelled till the 

death of the deceased. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the registration and allotment of the said dwelling unit shall be 

transferred in favour of above said claimants. 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation / Transfer of 16.666 % SHARE of the transferee in 

respect of Dwelling Unit No. 2265-C (Third Floor), of Category TWO 

BED ROOM  FLAT in Sector 63, Chandigarh PARKING NO.B3-CSO-

118 IN BLOCK NO.3 (OUSTEE UT CHANDIGARH) on the basis of 

Transfer Deed in the name of SH.SATNAM SINGH S/O SH.KAKA 

SINGH from the name of allottee/transferee SMT. JASPAL KAUR W/O 

SH.KAKA SINGH, SMT.PARAMJIT KAUR D/O SH.KAKA SINGH 

(WIFE OF SH.HARBHAJAN SINGH), SMT.PARVINDER KAUR D/O 

SH.KAKA SINGH(WIFE OF SH.DAVINDER SINGH), SMT.SARBJIT 

KAUR D/O SH.KAKA SINGH(WIFE OF SH.JASVINDER SINGH), 

SMT.DALJIT KAUR D/O SH.KAKA SINGH (WIFE OF SH.BALKAR 

SINGH)(ALL HAVING 16.666% SHARE ).  

(FROM MOTHER TO SON & SISTERS TO BROTHER) 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 2265-C (Third Floor), of Category 

TWO BED ROOM FLAT in Sector 63, Chandigarh PARKING NO.B3-

CSO-118 IN BLOCK NO.3 (OUSTEE UT CHANDIGARH) stands in the 

name of (1)(a)SH-SURINDER SINGH S/O SH.KALYAN 

SINGH,(b)SMT.HARBANS KAUR W/O SH.KALYAN SINGH,(c) 

SMT.RAVINDER KAUR W/O SH.GAGANDEEP SINGH (d) 

SMT.MOHANJIT KAUR W/O SH.SWARAN SINGH(e)SMT.MANJIT 

KAUR W/O SH.KULWINDER SINGH (2)SH.SWARAN SINGH S/O 

SH.GARJA SINGH (3) SMT.KARNAIL KAUR W/O SH.SURJEET 

SINGH (4) SMT.SUKHVIR KAUR W/O SH.GURDEEP SINGH(5)(a) 

SMT.JASPAL KAUR W/O SH.KAKA SINGH (b) SMT.PARAMJIT 

KAUR W/O SH.HARBHAJAN SINGH (c) SMT.PARVINDER KAUR 

W/O SH.DAVINDER SINGH (d) SMT.SARABJIT KAUR W/O 

SH.JASVINDER SINGH (e) SMT.DALJIT KAUR D/O SH.KAKA SINGH 

(f) SH.SATNAM SINGH S/O SH.KAKA SINGH. It has been reported 

by SH.SATNAM SINGH S/O SH.KAKA SINGH has applied for transfer 

of 16.666 % share of ownership right in respect of said Dwelling unit on 

the basis of Transfer Deed in his name which was Executed and 

registered in office of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 03.01.2025. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant. he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 

favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh. 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation /Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 

Unit No. 2103-B (Second Floor) of One Bed Room Flat Category in 

Sector 63, Chandigarh on the basis of Sale Deed in the name of SMT. 

SUMAN KUMARI W/O SH. PRADEEP KUMAR RANA, from the name 

of allottee/transferee SH. MAHESH CHAND S/O SH. DHALU RAM. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 2103-B (Second Floor) of One 

Bed Room Flat Category in Sector 63, Chandigarh stands in the name 

of allottee/transferee SH. MAHESH CHAND S/O SH. DHALU RAM. 

Now, SH. MAHESH CHAND S/O SH. DHALU RAM, has sold the above 

said dwelling unit to SMT. SUMAN KUMARI W/O SH. PRADEEP 

KUMAR RANA, vide Sale Deed Executed and registered in office of 

Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 16/12/2024. SMT. SUMAN KUMARI W/O 

SH. PRADEEP KUMAR RANA, has requested this office for transfer 

the above said dwelling unit in her name on the basis of sale deed. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 

favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation /Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 

Unit No. 14 (Ground Floor) of Two Bed Room Category in Sector 51-

A, Chandigarh on the basis of Sale Deed in the names of (I)SH. 

DHARAM PAL KAKKAR S/O SH. GOPAL CHAND KAKKAR AND (II) 

SMT. VEENA KAKKAR W/O SH. DHARAM PAL KAKKAR, from the 

name of allottee/transferee SMT. SURINDER KAUR W/O SH. SWARAN 

SINGH. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all concerned 

that the Dwelling Unit No. 14 (Ground Floor) of Two Bed Room Category 

in Sector 51-A, Chandigarh stands in the name of allottee/transferee SMT. 

SURINDER KAUR W/O SH. SWARAN SINGH. Now, SMT. SURINDER 

KAUR W/O SH. SWARAN SINGH, has sold the above said dwelling unit to 

(I) SH. DHARAM PAL KAKKAR S/O SH. GOPAL CHAND KAKKAR AND 

(II) SMT. VEENA KAKKAR W/O SH. DHARAM PAL KAKKAR, vide Sale 

Deed Executed and registered in office of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 

08/01/2025. (I)SH. DHARAM PAL KAKKAR S/O SH. GOPAL CHAND 

KAKKAR AND (II) SMT. VEENA KAKKAR W/O SH. DHARAM PAL 

KAKKAR, has requested this office for transfer the above said dwelling unit 

in her name on the basis of sale deed. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 

favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 



John and Hazel are a cou-
ple in their eighties. They
were our neighbours at a

mountain resort in Germany
and were on a two-week hol-
iday. They had come from the
UK, driving nonstop for
hours. They went hiking in
the woods, drove to nearby
places of interest even on
snowy and rainy days without
cursing the weather, made
their own breakfast in their
room instead of indulging in
the buffet, and seemed to be
having the best of their times.
When I spoke to them, I saw
how enthused they were
about their retired lives, look-
ing forward to travelling
more, seeing more places on
earth, and not once did they
mention any discomfort that
might be commonplace at
their age: creaking knees,
waning memory, shivering
hands, feeble limbs. 
This is the kind of old age I
wish for myself and my
spouse. Though, truth be
told, ‘wish’ feels more honest
than ‘envisage’ because I am
unsure if I will see the world
that far ahead. Pushing my
mid-fifties, I am already trou-
bled by the thought of a frail
old age where my body might
fail me, denying me the

chance to drink life to the lees.
Health issues have started
giving me early warnings.
And every time I travel to the
West and see people older
than me by a few decades liv-
ing with independence,
engagement, and joy, I am
overcome not with envy but
with wonder-and a quiet
determination.
Why do we, in India, not
envision such a golden old age
for ourselves? Why do we
resign ourselves so early to
physical decline, social with-
drawal, and the weight of ail-
ments? Somewhere along the
way, we have been condi-
tioned to expect aging as a
slow retreat from life rather
than an opportunity for a sec-
ond bloom. Part of it lies in
our cultural mindset, per-
haps-where old age is often
equated with quietude,

dependence, and spiritual
pursuits.
In contrast, many Western
cultures emphasise personal
fulfillment and activity well
into the later years of life.
Retirees continue to travel,
explore hobbies, and stay
physically active, seeing old
age as a continuation of life
rather than its decline. We
Indians often embrace a more
sedentary old age, citing
health issues, familial obliga-
tions, or even spirituality as
reasons to wind down. But
does spirituality have to mean
withdrawal? 
The narrative around aging
needs to shift-from enduring
to embracing, from retiring to
thriving. Perhaps, if we break
free from the cultural mould
of passive aging and take
cues from people like John
and Hazel, we can look for-
ward to a life where the sun-
set years are not just endured
but truly, deeply lived.
To achieve this, we must
adopt a proactive approach.
Regular physical activity tai-
lored to our abilities can sig-
nificantly enhance mobility
and reduce age-related health
issues. Prioritising balanced
nutrition with a focus on
protein intake and essential

vitamins is key to maintain-
ing strength and mental clar-
ity. Beyond physical wellness,
fostering emotional well-
being by staying connected
with friends, family, and com-
munity can counter isolation
and loneliness, which often
accompany aging.
Moreover, financial planning
cannot be overlooked. A
secure financial base can
empower older adults to pur-
sue passions, travel, and stay
engaged in life. Ultimately,
aging is a privilege-a phase of
life that can be as vibrant and
fulfilling as any other if
approached with the right
mindset. 
Let us not merely aspire for
longer lives but richer ones,
where we continue to explore,
learn, and inspire genera-
tions that follow. The golden
years can truly be golden if we
choose to make them so. To
John, Hazel and dozens oth-
ers that I come across on my
jaunts to the other side of the
globe, thank you. For making
me see life in a whole new
perspective. 

(The author is a Dubai-
based columnist and chil-

dren’s writing coach. She has
published six books. View

are personal)

There are fairs and festivals but none like Maha Kumbh, a once-in-a-lifetime event
that is as spiritual as it is eventful, showcasing tenacity, modernity, culture and human
will to endure–all at the same time. The Maha Kumbh Mela 2025, the world’s largest

religious congregation, began on January 13 in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, drawing mil-
lions of devotees to the sacred confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna, and the mythical
Saraswati rivers. This event is expected to host over 45 crore pilgrims, including 15
lakh from foreign nations, over its 45-day span. The Maha Kumbh is a deeply spiritual
event, rooted in ancient Hindu traditions. The ritual of taking a holy dip at the Triveni
Sangam is believed to cleanse one of sins and pave the way for salvation (moksha).
This grand gathering is a testament to India’s enduring spiritual heritage and celebrates
the unity and diversity of its cultural fabric. As Prime Minister Narendra Modi noted, the
Maha Kumbh is a “sacred confluence of faith, devotion, and culture.” The Uttar Pradesh

government, in collaboration with central agencies, has
made extensive preparations to accommodate the
unprecedented number of pilgrims. The state has allo-
cated a budget of Rs 7,000 crore for the event, focus-
ing on sanitation, security, and technological integra-
tion.   
Like any mega event Maha Kumbh is also not free from
fear of mishaps especially stampedes which have hap-
pened in the past. To avoid that, there have to be elab-
orate security arrangements especially on the desig-
nated bathing days. The State government has deployed
AI-enabled cameras, underwater drones for 24/7 mon-
itoring, and teams from PAC, NDRF, and SDRF for

crowd and water safety are on the watch. A first-of-its-kind initiative featuring digital
monitoring systems to streamline crowd management and enhance safety has also been
put in place. Besides, this time expansion of ghats, installation of remote life-saving buoys,
and a fleet of 700 flagged boats have been made to ensure smooth movement and safe-
ty of devotees. Maha Kumbh’s appeal lies in its fusion of ancient spirituality with mod-
ern infrastructure. This year’s ‘mela’ exemplifies this synergy, blending cutting-edge tech-
nology with age-old rituals. The congregation serves as a melting pot for devotees, saints,
and tourists, creating a vibrant tapestry of faith and culture. On Paush Purnima, the first
‘Shahi Snan’ witnessed more than 40 lakh devotees taking a holy dip at the Sangam.
The ceremonial bath marks the beginning of the ‘mela,’ symbolising the purification of
body and soul.  Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath welcomed devotees, emphasizing the
event as a celebration of ‘unity in diversity’ and the blending of faith with modernity.
With meticulous planning and unwavering commitment, Maha Kumbh 2025 stands as
a shining example of India’s ability to honour its spiritual roots while embracing tech-
nological advancements. As the Maha Kumbh unfolds, it offers a transformative expe-
rience to millions who seek spiritual solace and cultural enrichment.

Confluence of faith

do away with post-retirement rehabil-
itations is also a valid one to avoid deci-
sions being incentivised and inductive
to grab posts. But these are happening
as policy of the ruling party. The top
executives of public service commis-
sions do not decide such political poli-
cies. Therefore, he should use his good
office and prevail upon the ruling dis-
pensation to do away with the system
of taking their favourable judgements to
decide their post-retirement rehabilita-
tions. 
A blanket ban avoiding posting after
retirement for five years may be thought
of. Postings lack logic. The governor is
selected based on political lenience, and
he is expected to appoint apolitical aca-
demicians as vice chancellors of univer-
sities. It cannot happen so. As such,
postings are made on merit, but the
merit here means normally the speed
and commitment with which the line of
the ruling party is toed up. In a system
where caste, cash and commitment to
policies are predominant, expecting
activities meant for Puritans is like

searching for fuel sticks in a desert land.
A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

EMPOWERING WOMEN INVESTORS 
Madam —The participation of women
in India’s equity markets is steadily
growing, marking a significant shift in
financial dynamics. Factors like
increased financial independence, dig-
ital accessibility through investment
platforms, and rising financial literacy
have empowered women to actively
invest in stocks. Women are adopting a
research-driven, long-term approach,
contributing to a more balanced and sta-
ble market environment.
Despite challenges like cultural biases
and limited confidence in some cases,
the trend is gaining momentum. This
rise not only promotes gender inclusiv-
ity but also strengthens retail participa-
tion in India’s equity landscape, herald-
ing a more diverse financial future.

Anushka Bohra | Ujjain

DECODING ANCIENT LANGUAGES
Madam —The Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu MK Stalin has announced a prize
of $1 million for deciphering the script
of the Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC),
or Harappan Civilisation, aka Dravidian
Civilisation, the Bronze Age culture that
originated in the Indus River valley
around 6000 BCE. For over a century,
“the pictographic and logo-syllabic
script, probably standing for one or two
languages, has been the most vexing
problem for epigraphists and archaeol-
ogists. However, “Indus script scholars
John Marshall, Yuri Knorozov, Nikita
Gurov, Kamil Zvelebil, Asko Parpola,
Iravatham Mahadevan and Bryan Wells
agree that the language underlying the
Indus script is Dravidian.” A science
paper pointed out that the Indus Valley
people spoke a Dravidian language,
while the Vedic people spoke an Indo-
European language, Sanskrit.
The paper argues, “A possible scenario
combining genetic data with archaeol-
ogy and linguistics is that proto-
Dravidian was spread by people of the
Indus Valley Civilisation.” At an event
in Chennai to mark the centenary of the
IVC, Stalin said that the discovery of Sir
John Marshall, the then Director
General of the Archaeological Survey of
India, completely changed the under-
standing of India’s past. Stalin added that
the discovery debunked the claim that
Aryans and Sanskrit originated in India.
Marshall’s argument that the IVC pre-
dated Aryan (Vedic) civilisation and that
the language in the Indus Valley could
be Dravidian was a turning point in his-
tory. Ironically, his statue is being
installed in Tamil Nadu, though he is
credited with discovering IVC through
excavations in Harappa and Mohenjo-
daro, now in Pakistan. 

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode

END POST-RETIREMENT POSTINGS
Madam —The suggestions of the Vice
President to go on merit while deciding
postings are welcome. His suggestion to
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Devotees take a holy dip at Sangam on the first day of Maha Kumbh Mela 2025, in Prayagraj PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Truly a once-in-a-lifetime experience, the Maha Kumbh celebrates

India’s unity, diversity and enduring spiritual heritage

Subianto, who will be the
third Indonesian Head of State
to come as the Chief Guest
after Joko Widodo in 2018,
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono in
2011, and Sukarno in 1950
(who incidentally was the first
foreign Head of State in a
Republic Day parade). 
Beyond the deep civilisation
and cultural connection
between the two Asian coun-
tries, Indonesia as the world’s
largest Muslim population
country with institutionalised
tenets of religious tolerance
and diversities, has much in
common with India. But per-
haps the most significant com-
monality is the wounded his-
tory with China as the purge
unleashed by Indonesian dic-
tator and strongman, Suharto
(killing between 0.5 to 1 mil-
lion communists, also banning
Chinese literature, culture and
diplomatic relations) took
decades for the Sino-
Indonesian diplomatic rela-
tions to reopen in 1990.
But it is the brazen Chinese
claims of territorial usurpation
in the South China Seas that
affect Indonesia the most,
especially with its sovereignty
over the Natuna Islands getting
repeatedly punctured by
Chinese transgressions. China’s
infamous nine-dash line for-
mulation has consumed the
waters of the Natuna Islands
from a cartographical sense,
even though the Permanent
Court of Arbitration Ruling
validated Indonesian claims.
But it is an issue that remains
testy with Indonesian
President Prabowo Subianto

recently signing a memoran-
dum of understanding with
the Chinese for “joint mar-
itime development” whilst
acknowledging an “overlap-
ping claim” – it was a move of
acknowledgement that was
slammed by many internation-
al commentators who believe
it gave credence and support
to Chinese claims. 
That said, the usually uncon-
cerned Indonesians who had
warmed up to the Chinese
with its Belt & Road Initiative
(BRI) largesse and other
investments are gradually
becoming more Sino-wary
and concerned. The visit of the
Indonesian President to India
will be carefully watched in
Beijing for what is said or sug-
gested during the visit. Besides
the Chinese angularity, there
are enough commercial and
diplomatic stakes to be tapped
bilaterally, which chooses the
Indonesian Head of State, very
apt and strategic. 
However, across the oceans, it
is the guest list of invitees for
the swearing-in of the 47th
President of the United States
(20th Jan) that is raising eye-
brows, about the unpre-
dictability of the Trump 1.0.2
tenure, that it signifies.
Reportedly the Trump-Vance
Inaugural Committee has
raised an unbelievable $170
million (compared to $107 in
2016) from the deep-pocket-
ed donors and corporations
who presumably seek to curry
favour with him at the jam-
boree. But it is the personal
invite list of Trump (doing
away with the traditional

avoidance of Head of State to
US Presidential swearing-in)
that is extremely disconcerting,
for it includes ideological hard
right-wingers like Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni,
Argentinian President Javier
Milei, El Salvador President
Nayib Bukele, Hungarian
President Viktor Orban, oust-
ed Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro and French far-
right leader Eric Zemmour!
But the strangest invite was to
the Chinese President Xi
Jinping, onto whom his
Presidential campaign dia-
tribe and threats were osten-
sibly directed. Xi tellingly
declined and may instead send
some other official.
The much-believed invite to
the Indian Prime Minister
never came, and it will be left
to the External Affairs
Minister, S Jaishankar, to rep-
resent the Indian government,
as per the invite received.
Another notable omission has
been the Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky who
went public in expressing
interest to attend the same but
hasn’t received the invite.
Trump’s unsaid ‘frenemy’
Vladimir Putin would be smil-
ing at emerging signals from
Washington DC. US
Ambassador to India’s reassur-
ance given the “crowded
swearing-in ceremony” does-
n’t seem too convincing or
reassuring. 

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor

of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed are personal)

The calculus behind
global invitations

Beyond the obvious sug-
gestions of bilateral
bonhomie and rela-
tionship, there is an
invisible calculus of

cold strategy in inviting foreign
Heads of State to events like the
Republic Day, in the Indian con-
text. This year, the President of
Indonesia, Prabowo Subianto,
graces the occasion. Last year it
was the French President,
Emmanuel Macron, who heads
what the Hudson Institute has
described as “India’s new best
friend”. This is unsurprising,
given that France was one of the
rare countries to avoid condemn-
ing India’s nuclear test (later
emerged as amongst the foremost
nuclear fuel and reactor suppli-
ers), supports Delhi’s bid to
become a permanent member of
the United Nations, besides offer-
ing strategic defence platforms
like Rafale fighters, Scorpène
submarines etc.
Before Macron it was the
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi (reviving memories of
Nehru-Nasser era) whose visit
signified India’s increased lever-
age within Ummah (Islamic
world), negating Pakistan’s age-
old rhetoric. Still earlier were stal-
warts from BRICS comity i.e.,
Brazil and South Africa, which
was reflective of India’s expand-
ed outreach and ambition to
assert its strategic independence,
beyond superpower-led ‘Blocs’.
But one region that has increas-
ingly concerned India in terms of
the duality of opportunities and
threats, is from the East feeding
its ‘Act East’ (evolved from prior
‘Look East’) policy. 
Part of the opportunities is to
stitch alliances and further the
latent opportunities of the pros-
perous ASEAN region, and part
of its security concern is the
shared fear of China’s expansion-
ism which makes these Eastern
countries, natural allies with
India. Therefore the 2018 guest
list for the Republic Day parade
was a virtual who’s who of Heads
of State under the commemora-
tive theme ‘Shared Values,
Common Destiny’ from Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam. 
This year’s guest is yet again the
President of Indonesia, Prabowo

India a developed nation by 2047 

THEREFORE
THE 2018 

GUEST LIST 
FOR THE 

REPUBLIC DAY
PARADE WAS A

VIRTUAL 
WHO’S WHO 

OF
HEADS OF STATE

UNDER THE
COMMEMORATIVE

THEME
‘SHARED VALUES,

COMMON DESTINY’ 

How to give a golden
touch to the silver years

The ambition of transforming India
into a ‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047
demands bold and innovative eco-

nomic strategies. The recent proposal to
create an ‘Amrit Kaal Fund,’ inspired by
Singapore’s GIC model, appears to be a
highly promising approach to achieve the
financial goals necessary for sustainable
growth. India’s public sector enterprises
have demonstrated significant improve-
ment in earnings and the market value
of public sector stocks has nearly tripled

in recent years. By transferring PSU hold-
ings in excess of 51 per cent into this fund,
the government can effectively leverage
these assets to raise resources, reduce fis-
cal deficits, retire public debt and improve
India’s sovereign credit ratings. 
The strategic shift away from tradition-
al privatisation toward shared public own-
ership addresses valid concerns about the
concentration of wealth and political sen-
sitivities. Furthermore, listing the fund as
an exchange-traded vehicle would allow
domestic and international investors to
participate in India’s growth story, there-
by unlocking additional capital. It is
imperative that the 2025 budget priori-
tises this visionary initiative to propel
India towards 8+ GDP growth to achieve
the goal of a developed nation by 2047.  

Vishal Mayur | Tumakuru 

BHOPINDER SINGH

ASHA IYER KUMAR

Old age often conjures images of frailty, dependence and withdrawal. But it

can be a second bloom—a chance to embrace life with renewed vigour

The guest list of Republic day, over the years has reflected India’s
growing global aspirations, balancing diplomacy with pragmatism
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THE CONDITION
OF FORESTS

SHOULD NOT BE
ASSESSED BY

CARBON GROWTH
OR TREE

NUMBERS BUT BY
THE CONDITION

OF RESERVE AND
PROTECTED

FORESTS WHICH
ARE THE SOURCE

OF MORE THAN
450 RIVERS AND

RIVULETS OF OUR
COUNTRY AND

SOURCE OF
RECHARGING THE

AQUIFERS,
BINDING THE

SOIL AND
CONTROLLING

THE HYDROLOGY

Always be associated with people who are good at heart, said Swami
Vivekananda. My mother shared her birthday with Swami
Vivekananda (12th January). She nurtured strong bonding with

spiritually inclined stalwarts. I recall her association with Sathya Sai Baba,
Ganapathi Sachchidanda Swamiji, Raghavendra Swami Mutt, Swami
Chinmayananda, Jiddu Krishnamurti, Mahesh Yogi and Gurudev Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar. She wanted to pursue medicine but life did not take that
trajectory. So, she upended the pyramid and became a qualified med-
ical social worker and worked diligently at the Rajan Babu TB (RBTB)
Hospital, in Delhi.
Gurudev says, “Open your hands and sky is in your hands.” To com-
bat and challenge the disease of tuberculosis she initiated several reha-
bilitation projects. This included a creche for the children of those afflict-
ed with this malady, a Stitching Centre, candle and match-making units.She
used to tell patients and their children that “Fear is only as deep as the
mind allows.” Thus, patients afflicted with TB, but not bedridden par-
ticipated in the projects. This was what she called “Diversionary Therapy”.
Climate changes, civilisations collapse, governments change, political
affiliations alter and even the best possible model collapses. 
This is inevitable. It was extremely traumatic for my mother and she
became a patient of Paroxysmal Atrial Tachycardia (PAT). This is a type
of arrhythmia (irregular heartbeat). Paroxysmal means that the episode
of arrhythmia originates and terminates abruptly. Atrial implies the arrhyth-
mia starts with atria or in the upper chambers of the heart. The tachy-
cardia results in a significant increase in the heartbeat per minute. It is
accompanied by severe sweating, dizziness, palpitations, angina, and

acute breathlessness. Normally a patient suffers from such a condition
owing to emotional upheavals, physical exhaustion, deep anxiety, and
consumption of caffeine or alcohol. She was administered medication
but it worked only to an extent. The real help came in the form of a pen-
tagon-shaped talisman. That is through Siddha Healing, Pranic Healing,
the 10-day Vipassana Course and the Part 1 and Part 2  Art of Living
courses.
Indisputably it is the infinitesimal and scientific power of breath. Breathing
techniques, meditation, medication and proper diet changed the trajec-
tory of the life of the patient and brought back the mojo in her life.The
year 2020 A virulent virus that is assumed to have originated in the drag-
on land of China assumed monstrous proportions and spread like a pan-
demic across the swathes of the globe. The robust lady, a woman of
substance contracted the disease on the 23rd of December that year, a
day after I was detected positive with the pestilence. 
Six days before when she would have celebrated her eighty-fourth birth-
day, and despite testing negative for COVID, life was snuffed out and
she entered the empyrean. She was on the ventilator, something my moth-
er would have abhorred as the lethal virus had entered her lungs. Strangely
at 7:30 a.m. that morning, though enfeebled by the pernicious disease,
I was performing Sudarshan Kriya and had a premonition that my moth-
er had entered Vaikuntha. A few minutes later my wife knocked on the
door and with misty eyes and a choked voice conveyed the news. We
are yet to recover from the body blow. My mother used to get up at twelve
in the night and followed a strict regimen that included Vipassana med-
itation, Pranic Healing, Siddha Healing, Mudra Pranayama and then
Sudarshan Kriya. This lasted for almost six hours. She was also reli-
gious in taking her short walks… how did she contract the disease and
leave for her heavenly abode? Destiny or Karma?

(The writer is the CEO of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd. and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He is a faculty of the Art of

Living; views are personal)

AN ODE TO 
MY MOTHER

The evolving relationship
between India and
Afghanistan presents a

multifaceted diplomatic chal-
lenge. India’s engagement with
Afghanistan, particularly after
the Taliban’s return to power,
is closely linked to its broader
strategic interests in the region,
especially its rivalry with
Pakistan. 
The Taliban’s close ties with
Pakistan and its association
with terrorism pose a serious
security threat, making India’s
diplomatic engagement a com-
plex but necessary endeavor.
While seeking to safeguard its
regional influence and counter
Pakistan’s dominance in
Afghanistan, India must care-
fully navigate the Taliban’s
authoritarian rule, human
rights concerns, and the risk of
further destabilizing the 

region.
India’s Diplomatic and
Developmental Footprint
India’s involvement with
Afghanistan extends beyond
diplomatic posturing and is
driven by long-term strategic
and developmental goals.
Through substantial invest-
ments in infrastructure, edu-
cation, and humanitarian aid,
India has positioned itself as an
important partner to

Afghanistan. Projects such as
the construction of the Afghan
Parliament, the Salma Dam,
and educational scholarships
for Afghan students have sig-
nificantly enhanced
Afghanistan’s infrastructure
while fostering goodwill
between the two nations.
India’s developmental efforts
have had a direct positive
impact on Afghanistan’s stabil-
ity and growth, providing a
counterbalance to Pakistan’s
attempts to exert control over
Afghan affairs.Strengthening
ties with Afghanistan offers
India significant strategic ben-
efits, including access to
Central Asia. 
By bypassing Pakistan, India
secures a direct route to
Central Asia’s markets and
resources, reducing Pakistan’s
monopoly over Afghanistan’s

trade routes. This economic
advantage is coupled with
enhanced counterterrorism
cooperation, as both nations
share concerns about the pro-
liferation of extremist groups. 
This collaboration not only
bolsters India’s position as a
responsible regional power
but also contributes to region-
al stability.
Pakistan’s Strategic Setback: 
India’s strengthened relation-
ship with Afghanistan poses a
significant challenge to
Pakistan’s strategic objectives.
Historically, Pakistan has
viewed Afghanistan as a strate-
gic depth, crucial for its secu-
rity and regional influence.
Any shift in Afghanistan’s
alliances toward India direct-
ly undermines this narrative. 
The development of an India-
Afghanistan trade corridor,

particularly through Iran’s
Chabahar Port, bypasses
Pakistan entirely, diminish-
ing its leverage over
Afghanistan’s trade routes.
This economic shift erodes
Pakistan’s ability to influence
Afghan policy, further isolat-
ing it in the region.Security
concerns compound Pakistan’s
challenges. The increasing
Indian presence in
Afghanistan is perceived as a
potential avenue for intelli-
gence-gathering and support

for nationalist movements
within Pakistan, particularly in
its Pashtun and Baloch regions. 
The Taliban’s Role: 
Despite Pakistan’s close ties
with the Taliban, India’s diplo-
matic engagement with
Afghanistan has the potential
to empower elements within
the country that resist
Pakistan’s control. This could
shift power dynamics within
the Taliban or exacerbate inter-
nal divisions. 
The Taliban’s governance and
its approach to extremism
remain critical factors in shap-
ing the future of India-
Afghanistan relations. India’s
diplomatic strategy hinges on
the Taliban’s willingness to
adopt inclusive governance
and curb extremism, which
could open avenues for con-
structive engagement.

Regional Stability
Regional stability remains pre-
carious as tensions between
India and Pakistan persist,
coupled with the Taliban’s
uncertain governance. Proxy
conflicts could spill over into
Afghanistan, exacerbating
instability. 
The Road Ahead: 
India’s long-standing commit-
ment to Afghanistan’s recon-
struction, particularly through
investments in infrastructure
and humanitarian aid, has
been central to its regional
strategy. India has invested
over $3 billion in Afghanistan,
supporting projects such as the
Zaranj-Delaram Highway, the
Afghan Parliament building,
and the Salma Dam. These ini-
tiatives have directly con-
tributed to Afghanistan’s eco-
nomic and social develop-

ment. Other contributions
include power transmission
lines, healthcare programs,
educational scholarships, and
food aid, reflecting India’s
commitment to Afghanistan’s
well-being and stability.The
Taliban’s return to power in
2021 cast uncertainty over the
future of these projects.
Despite the political upheaval,
India has maintained a
humanitarian approach, con-
tinuing to provide support
where possible. However, the
Taliban’s restrictive policies
and authoritarian rule compli-
cate the these initiatives. India’s
cautious engagement seeks to
balance its strategic interests
with the need to uphold
humanitarian values.
(Writer is a senior political ana-
lyst and strategic affairs colum-
nist; views are personal)

India and Afghanistan: Navigating a complex diplomatic landscape

A woman of immense strength and boundless
compassion, she dedicated her life to healing 

RAVI VALLURI
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While the total forest and tree cover rose by 1,445.81 sq km since 2021, the findings

reveal deeper concerns about the health and sustainability of India's natural forests

Deciphering the concerns in

State of Forests Report 2023

overall scenario demand a serious
rethink on the way we manage our
forest bio-diversity, even though
India is ranked 3rd in top ten
countries for an average net gain
in the forest area. Let us discuss
some of the points for action by the
professionals/ administrators as
well as the political leaders. 
Before I flag the issues let us accept
the fact that Trees outside the
recorded forests are to the tune of
30.7 million ha which is 37.11 per
cent of the total forest and tree
cover of the country. All kinds of
plantations like rubber, coconut,
palm, areca nut etc are also includ-
ed in it have saved the foresters
from criticism with around
1289.40 sq km increase in tree
cover between 2021 and 2023 and
20,286.57 sq km almost a 20 per
cent increase since 2013.
On Paris's commitment to carbon
stock India had compared to 2005
had already reached 2.29 billion
tonnes of carbon capture. One of
the issues of serious concern is the
fact that the canopy density of over
40,709.28 sq km has shifted from
high-density (70 per cent) and
medium (40 per cent and above)
density forests to open-category
forests (10 per cent or less canopy
density). 
A major portion of this must be in
recorded forests and catchments of
major rivers and the habitat of
Tigers. Apart from this 5573 sq km
of good or open forest forests have
become scrub and refractive
wastelands. Thus almost 46707 sq
km of forests have become non-
forest inside the recorded forests
as per page 73 of the report.
Apart from this glaring forest
/tree cover losses are in major
forested states like Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra

Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Tripura,
Telangana, Ladakh and Nagaland,
North-eastern states and
Himalayas. 
However, some states reported
an increase also and among them
are Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh but the question
today is how healthy is our forests.
Now let us take the condition of
regeneration. Only 48 per cent of
the recorded forests have adequate
natural regeneration 24 per cent
have inadequate regeneration and
another 9 per cent have no regen-
eration at all and for the last 10
years, there has been a severe loss
of regeneration. 
The condition of forests should not
be assessed by carbon growth or
tree numbers but by the condition
of reserve and protected forests
which are the source of more than
450 rivers and rivulets of our
country and source of recharging
the aquifers, binding the soil and
controlling the hydrology so vital
for sustaining the food, nutri-
tional, climate, livelihoods and
water security of millions of peo-
ple of the country. So in a nutshell,
we may feel happy to have a fig-
ure of 82 million ha of forest and
tree cover (25.17 per cent of geo-
graphic area) which covers 71
million ha of forest cover (21.76
per cent) and 3.4 per cent Tree
cover. 
But the fact is we have only 9 mil-
lion ha of very dense forests with
70 per cent canopy density and 24.
35 million ha of forest with 40 per
cent and above density. Another
18.5 million ha is with 10 per cent
density or above and this includes
the Green Wash area outside the
recorded forests on private lands
adjacent to recorded forests. 
Thus only 33 million ha of forest

cover is worth good density in the
recorded forests compared to 30
million ha of trees outside the
forests. Thus the real good forest
is only around 10 to 11 per cent
of the geographic area and it
must give a wakeup call to
foresters and political leaders.
One of the reasons is the poor
implementation of the Forest
Right Act 2006 which has become
an apolitical tool in the hands of
competitive politics. 
The Director General of Forests
who is the Chief Technical
Advisor of the government of
India must tell the Prime Minister
and Forest minister of the real sit-
uation in natural forest manage-
ment as a professional like the
then Army Chief Gen Vij told
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
when he asked him to make
adjustments in Siachin area and
do not be hawkish. He told him
firmly that being a professional he
would never agree and after his
presentation the Prime Minister
supported him. 
The IFS lobby should propose
immediate remedial measures
and one of the measures should be
to change the format of the future
State of Forest Report of FSI. The
first part should only deal with the
assessment of forests in recorded
forests, the second part should
deal with Trees outside forests and
the third part should deal with fire
management, carbon and change
matrix etc. Hope the powers that
be will notice the suggestion given
here and stop the hotchpotch
reporting. 

(The writer is former Director-
General of ICFRE in the Ministry

of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change; views

are personal)

The Forest Survey of India
(FSI) has a few weeks ago
released its 2023 state of Forest
report which shows an
increasing trend in forest and

tree cover in the country. The current
assessment has shown a very meagre
increase in forest cover by 156.41 sq km
compared to the past assessment of 2021.
However, the total forest and tree cover
of the country has increased by 1445.81
sq km compared to the last assessment
of 2021. 
The results are good to show to the
nation that its forest machinery is doing
a good job in maintaining and also
increasing the resources it is managing
and controlling. This also is a good polit-
ical tool in the hands of the Central gov-
ernment to show its success in conserv-
ing the forest resources and the overall
environment. However, as the saying
goes ‘the proof of the pudding is in the
eating’. The benchmark of any such pro-
fessionally well-prepared report can be
judged only if it shows the correct pic-
ture. 
This year the team of the FSI brought out
several key features like decadal changes
in the various forest parameters and tree
cover/ agro-forestry by preparing a
change matrix, growing stock calcula-
tions both inside and outside the forest
cover, information on canopy density of
different classes of forests, carbon stock
calculation, changes in western ghat eco-
sensitive zone, fires and grazing status
and status of natural regeneration, divi-
sion wise forest cover for 16 states etc. 
The FSI officers have put up the data col-
lected and analysed in the public domain
and it is necessary that as professional
administrators people like me bring
some of the urgent issues that need the
attention of the Prime Minister who is
keen to see the success of conservation
in the country, because the health of the
forest of the country is not good rather
the natural forests are in bad shape and

K S TOMAR

The Taliban’s return to power and Pakistan’s enduring influence have created a multifaceted challenge for India
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I, Tosh Devi mother of 

No.13773304M Hav Nitan 

Sharma Unit of 11 Jak Rif C/o 

56 Apo that in my son’s army 

service record my name and 

date of birth has been wrongly 

entered as Tosh Devi and DOB 

01.03.1955 but my correct 

name is Toshi Devi and DOB is 

17.03.1945 Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB96736883320931X 

Dt.13.01.2025 before Executive 

Magistrate Amritsar 

I, Hardeep Singh S/o 

Surinder Singh R/o H.no. 13-A, 

Guru Arjun Nagar, Behind Fauji 

Tyre, Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamunanagar have changed 

my name from Hardip Singh to 

Hardeep Singh. 

I, Cheten Sharma S/o Sh. 

Mulakh Raj Sharma R/o # 354-

B, Professor Colony, 

Yamunanagar have changed 

my name from Cheten Sharma 

to Chetan Sharma. 

I, Shiv Ji Gupta father of 

Sanjeev Kumar Gupta R/o 

#711-A, Sector 31-A, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Shiv Ji Gupta to 

Shivjee Gupta vide Affidavit No 

- IN-CH54101250063628X 

Dated 11-01-2025 before 

Notary, Distt. Court at 

Chandigarh. 

I, Neeraj Kumar Yadava 

S/o Sh. Chhabi Nath Yadav R/o 

#3351-A, Sector 31-D, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Neeraj Kumar 

Yadava to Neeraj Kumar Yadav 

vide Affidavit No - IN-

CH54092105052374X Dated 

10-01-2025 before Notary, Distt. 

Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Sanjeev Verma S/O Ram 

Parkash Verma R/O 

H.No.144/2, Kamla Street, 

Tehsil And District Panipat, 

Haryana - 132103 India Have 

Changed The Name Of My 

Minor Son Vansh Alias Vansh 

Verma Aged 15 Years And He 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Vansh Verma. It Is Certified 

That I Have Complied With 

Other Legal Requirements In 

This Connection. 

I, Neelam Kharb W/o Sh. 

Dharampal Kharb R/o 

H.No.1002, Sector 13-17, 

Huda, Panipat, I have changed 

my name from Neelam to 

Neelam Kharb for all future 

purposes. 

I, Mohini Spouse of 

Satendra Rajpoot R/o #113-A, 

Sector 47-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Mohini 

to Mohini Narvariya vide 

Affidavit No - IN-

CH54077327784424X Dated 

09-01-2025 before Notary, Distt. 

Court at Chandigarh. 

I Amrit Pal Singh Sandhu 

S/O Karnail Singh R/O Vill. 

Mohri  Po.Bhanokheri Distt 

Ambala City Haryana I Have 

Changed My Name Amrit Pal 

Singh Sandhu To Amrit Pal 

Singh. 

I, Vandana, wife of Sh. 

Jitender Kumar, resident of 

House 5267 sector 38 west 

Chandigarh declared that I have 

changed my name from 

Mrs.Vandana to Mrs. Vandana 

Chadha wife of Mr. Jitender 

Kumar 

I, Abhimanu  father of  

Surwase Santosh Abhimanu of 

Village VPO Lodga  Teh Ausa 

Distt- Latur (Maharashtra) have 

changed my name from 

Abhimanu to  Abhimanyu Arjun 

Surwase vide Affidavit dated 

13.01.2025 before Panchkula 

court. 

I, Appalamma legally 

mother of No.16125312Y  Rank 

NK Name Duvvarapu Pedda 

Minnarao Unit 440(I) Engr Sqn 

C/o 56 APO Bathinda Cantt. 

(Punjab) permanent resident of 

2-108,Neyyala Veedhi, VTC : 

Chinnakollivalasa, Distt. 

Srikakulam, State Andhra 

Pradesh-532459 declare That I 

have changed my name from 

Appalamma to Duvvarapu 

Appalamma  and DOB from 

12.04.1965 to 01.01.1965 vide 

affidavit  dated 13.01.2025 

I, Mangal  Mother of  

Surwase Santosh Abhimanu of 

Village VPO Lodga  Teh Ausa 

Distt- Latur (Maharashtra) have 

changed my name from Magal 

to Mangal Abhimanyu Surwase 

vide Affidavit dated 13.01.2025 

before Panchkula court. 

I Jyoti Jindal W/O Amit 

Kumar R/O #Hig-29, Sector-48-

C, SAS Nagar Mohali Have 

Changed My Name From Jyoti 

To Jyoti Jindal 

I, Jitender son of Sh. 

Subash, resident of House 

5267 sector 38 west 

Chandigarh declared that I have 

changed my name from Mr. 

Jitender to Mr. Jitender Kumar 

son of Sh.Subash 

I, Roshni Devi mother of  

Sonu Kumar Village Rampura, 

PO- Dhana Kalan, Teh-Hansi, 

Distt- Hisar (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Roshni 

Devi to Roshni, vide Affidavit 

dated 13.01.2025 before 

Panchkula court 

I, Jashoda Kumari legally 

W/o No. 15230328M Rank NK 

name Basanti Lal Permanent 

Village Palsoda, Post- 

Dhandhora, Tehsil-Daloda, 

Distt. Mandsaur, MP-458669, 

have change my name from 

Jashoda Kumari to Jashoda 

Kumari Kumawat. 

I Pravati Nayak legally 

wife of No. JC29635A Rank 

NB/ Sub name  Ashok Kumar 

Nayak, Permanent R/o Village 

Terundia, Tehsil Nimapara, 

Distt Puri, Odisha- 752106, 

have change my name from 

Pravati Nayak to Pravati 

Manjari Nayak. 

I Jasid S/O Mainudin, 

H.No. 329, Ward No. 28, 

Sanand colony, old hamida, 

Jagadhri, PO Yamunanagar, 

DIST: Yamuna Nagar I have 

change my name from Jasid 

Ahmed to Jasid All concerned 

note. 

I Kuwarpreet Kaur Bedi 

W/o Jasmeet Singh R/o 

H.No.667, sector 11-12 Huda 

part 1,sector 11 huda, facing jai 

hind park, Panipat declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Kuwarpreet kaur Bedi to 

Kuwarpreet Kaur. In future I 

should be known as 

Kuwarpreet Kaur. 

I, Manjit Singh S/o S. 

Saranjit Singh R/o Village Alle 

Chack Tehsil & Distt 

Gurdaspur-143521 have 

changed my name to Manjit 

Singh Walia S/o S. Saranjit 

Singh Walia. Concerned note. 

I, Sunaina Thomas w/o 

Thomas Masih R/o Vill Ugru 

Khera P.O Athwal Distt 

Gurdaspur, Punjab-143511 

have changed my name. From 

now onwards my surname is 

Thomas and Sunaina is my 

given name. 

I, Gurmakh Singh S/o 

Santokh Singh R/o Village 

Khokhowal, P.O: Mari Tanda,  

Teh. Batala, Distt. Gurdaspur 

have changed my name from 

Gurmakh Singh to Gurmukh 

Singh. Concerned note. 

I hitherto known as 

Sadhna Sharma Wife of 

Suresh Chander Kaushal 

Resident of House No. 413, 

Ward No. 12, Sabji Mandi, 

Kurali, District SAS Nagar 

(Mohali), Punjab Pin Code 

140103, India have changed 

my name and shall hereafter 

be known as Sadhna Kaushal. 

I, Mayank Alias Mayank 

Dahiya S/O Balbir Singh R/O H 

No-120, Vill-Bindhroli, Near 

Badi Chopal, Bidhnauli(213), 

Sonipat, Haryana-131403 have 

changed my name to Mayank 

Dahiya. 

I, Sukhbinder Kaur W/O 

Paramjeet Singh R/O H.NO. 

12307, Main Rahon Road, 

Indra Colony, Ludhiana, 

Punjab-141007 have changed 

my name to Sukhwinder Kaur. 

I Rajkumar son of 

Ramkumar, r/o House No. 

104/1, Railway Line Par, Ward-

15, Shiv Colony, Tehsil 

Samalkha, District Panipat. In 

some documents my name is 

Raj Kumar and Rajkumar, But 

real name is Rajkumar. All 

concerned note Please. 

I, Rajeshwar Prasad, 

CHEAR, Service Number : 

191869T, R/o VPO- Garhi 

Jattan, Teh- Karnal, Distt. 

Karnal, Haryana- 132041 have 

changed my wife's name from 

Kiran to Kiran Bala vide 

Affidavit/ Self Declaration dated 

13 Jan 2025. 

I,  Usha Rani (Existing 

Name Spouse as per change 

of next-of-kin POR/Service 

Documents Pension 

Certificate) Spouse  of No. 

721670S, Sgt Baljit Singh 

(Retd), permanent R/o VPO- 

Picholia, Teh- Karnal, Distt- 

Karnal-132001 have changed 

my name from Usha Rani 

(Existing Name Spouse as per 

change of next-of-kin 

POR/Service Documents 

Pension Certificate) to Usha 

Devi (Proposed/Adopted 

Corrected New Name) as per 

Affidavit Dated:13.01.2025. 

I, Devender S/o Amrit 

Singh R/o Mirchpur Teh. 

Narnaund, Distt. Hisar declare 

that I want to correct my name 

from Devender S/o Amrit Singh 

to Devender Kumar S/o Amarit 

Singh in my driving licence. 

I, Rohit Khanagwal S/o 

Ramkishan Khanagwal R/o H 

No 369/13, Chunni Pura, 

Rohtak- 124001 declare That I 

have changed my son name 

from Dhruv to Dhruv 

Khanagwal for all future 

purposes. 

I, Rashpal Kaur Alias 

Navneet Kaur W/o Prabhjit 

Singh R/o 12-C, Jain Colony, 

Jalandhar, Punjab-144008 

have changed my name from 

Rashpal Kaur Alias Navneet 

Kaur to Navneet Kaur. 

I, Shashi Kant Singal S/o 

Sh. Suresh Kumar Singal R/o 

H. No. 124-N, Narulla Park 

Model Town, Hisar (Haryana) 

India declare that I have 

changed my name from Shashi 

Kant to  Shashi Kant Singal  for 

all future purpose. 

I, Deepika Singal W/o 

Shashi Kant Singal R/o H. No. 

124-N, Narulla Park Model 

Town, Hisar (Haryana) India 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Deepika to Deepika 

Singal for all future purpose. 

I, Monika W/o Pawan 

Kumar R/o H. No. N-250, Near 

J.P. Gas Agency, Model Town, 

Hisar declare that I have 

changed my name from Monika 

to Monika Singhal for all future 

purpose. 

I, Sunita W/o Sanjay Gupta 

R/o H.No. 290, Sector 13, 

Urban Estate, Thanesar District 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name from Sunita to Sunita 

Gupta. 

I, Krishan Kumar S/o Om 

Parkash Saluja R/o House No. 

2169, Sector 89, Block-C, 

Sohana, Tehsil and District SAS 

Nagar (Mohali), Punjab have 

changed my name from Krishan 

Kumar Saluja to Krishan Kumar. 

I, Geeta Devi W/o Late 

Surendra Kumar R/o House No. 

262, 4th Floor, Room No.1, 

Village Mohali, SAS Nagar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Geeta Devi to Govindi 

Devi and my correct DOB is 

08.01.1991. 

I, Krishana Kaur wife of 

Service No. 6457795W Rank 

Ex. Naik Chhota Singh R/o 

Village Fatehpur Tehsil 

Samana, Distt. Patiala, Pb-

147101 declare that on my 

husband's Service Record my 

name has been mentioned as 

Krishna Kaur but my correct 

name is Krishana Kaur. 

I Neelaveni is Mother of 

2613518W, Rank Hav, Name 

Veeraswamy Boddu of Unit 28 

Madras C/O 56 APO Ferozepur 

Canit, Residing at Village 

Sinklaputtuga, Po. Haripuram, 

District Srikakulam, State AP, 

Pin 532243 have changed my 

name from Neelaveni to Bodou 

Neelavathi, & Changed my 

D.O.B 01/07/1959 to 

24/05/1970. 

I, Mohanrao is Father of 

2613518W, Rank Hav. Name 

Veeraswamy Boddu Unit of 28 

Madras C/O 56 APO Ferozepur 

Cantt. Residing at Village 

Sinklaputtuga, Po. Haripuram, 

District Srikakulam, State AP, 

Pin 532243 have changed my 

name from Mohanrao to Boddu 

Mohanarao. & Changed my 

D.O.Β 01/07/1950 to 

01/07/1925. 

I, JC-858628P, Rank 

NB/SUB, Name Bakraniya 

Dipen Pradipbhai Unit of 408 

Gun Msl Regt C/O 56 APO, 

Mathura Residing at Chhaya 

Panchayat Chowki, Dipmena, 

Near Birla Pata, Probandar, 

(Gujarat), 360575 have 

changed my Son Name in all 

documents From Hrishik to 

Hrishik Dipen Bakraniya Vide 

Affidavit Dated 31 December 

2024 before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Shaminder Singh Brar 

S/O Raj Singh Brar R/ O Gali 

No 13, Near Setia Pump, 

Abohar Road, Sri Muktsar 

Sahib Have Changed My Minor 

Daughter Khwaish  Name To 

Khwahish Kaur Brar All 

Concern Note It. 

I, Kamal S/o No. 

15102865M, Ex Naik Bhagwan 

Dass  R/o VPO - Mahra, Teh. - 

Gohana,  District - Sonipat 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Kamal Singh to 

Kamal vide affidavit dated 13 

Jan 2025 before Sonipat 

(Haryana) Court. In future I 

should be known as only 

Kamal. 

I, Rohit S/o No. 

14581163K, Ex Hav Balbir 

Singh Malik R/o VPO - Khanpur 

Kalan, Teh. - Gohana, District - 

Sonipat (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Rohit 

Malik to Rohit vide affidavit 

dated 13 Jan 2025 before 

Sonipat (Haryana) Court. In 

future I should be known as only 

Rohit. 

I, Murti Devi W/o No. JC-

141156F, Ex Sub Maj/ Hony 

Capt Satbir Singh Surra R/o 

VPO - Jagsi, Teh. – Gohana, 

District - Sonipat (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Murthy Devi to Murti Devi vide 

affidavit dated 13 Jan 2025 

before Sonipat (Haryana) Court. 

In future I should be known as 

only Murti Devi. 

I, Harpreet Badhan S/o 

Tara Chand R/o Suchi Pind, 

Jalandhar, Punjab-144009, 

have changed my name from 

Harpreet to Harpreet Badhan. 

I, Veena Kumari W/o Raj 

Kumar R/o H.No.21, Phase-2, 

Basti Danishmandan, Badri 

Colony, Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Veena 

Kumari to Veena.  

I, Baby W/o Nitish Kumar 

Vill.Bakhli, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

Minor Daughter name Diya 

Sharma to given name Diya 

Surname Sharma 

I, Baby W/o Nitish Kumar 

Vill.Bakhli, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

Minor Daughter name Kirat 

Sharma to given name Kirat 

Surname Sharma 

I, Ranjit Kaur W/o 

Sukhdev Sigh Vill.Sambhi 

Distt.Karnal have changed my 

name Rupinder Kaur 

I, Gurjit Singh (Surname) 

Ghotra  S/o Simar Singh R/o 

village Jurasi Kalan, Pehowa 

District Kurukshetra have 

changed my  name from Gurjit 

Singh (Surname) Ghotra to 

Gurjeet Singh. 

I Kamla D/O Amardeep 

Sharma R/O H.No.5-A, 

Dhandra Road, Sarpanch 

Colony, Manakwal Distt. 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Kamla Sharma. 

I Sharandeep S/O Swaran 

Singh R/O Vill. Kalu Chang, 

P.O. Daggan Teh. Mukerian, 

District Hoshiarpur Punjab, 

Declare That My Given Name 

As Sharandeep And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I Hardip Singh S/O 

Balwant Singh R/O Vpo. 

Mahneke Teh. Patti, Tarn Taran, 

Punjab, Declare That My Given 

Name As Hardip And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I Tamanna Rani W/O 

Amrik Singh R/O Vill. Brahamjit 

Colony P.O. Hardo Khanpur 

District Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To 

Tammana Rani. 

I Balraj Suman S/O 

Balwinder Singh R/O Vill. Chak 

Gujjran, P.O. Piplanwala Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Have Changed My 

Name From Balraj Suman To 

Suman Balraj. 

I Anureet Kaur Dhaliwal 

D/O Pushpinder Singh R/O Pink 

City Vill. Talwandi Bhangerian 

P.O. Dosanj Distt. Moga Have 

Changed My Name To Anureet 

Kaur.   

I, Malika D/o Happy R/o 

Vpo. Dhogri (Jalandhar) have 

changed my name Malika 

Sheemar and now Sheemar is 

my surname. 

I Prem Kumar S/O 

Rameshwer Dass R/O Street 

No.3,Near Ranbir 

College,Mann Colony, Sangrur 

Have Changed My Name To To 

Prem Kumar Singla. 

I, Ramdass S/O Rajinder 

Kumar Garg R/O Aggarwal 

Colony, Gidderbaha, Distt Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, Have Changed 

My Name From Ramdass To 

Ramdass Garg. 

I, Vijay Kumar S/O Piare 

Lal R/O Near Dr Jagdish Goyal, 

Gidderbaha, Distt Sri Muktsar 

Sahib, Have Changed My 

Name From Vijay Kumar To 

Vijay Kumar Garg. 

I, Nidhi Gupta W/O Vijay 

Kumar, R/O Punjab And Sind 

Bank Wali Gali, Gidderbaha, 

Distt Sri Muktsar Sahib, Have 

Changed My Name From Nidhi 

Gupta To Nidhi Garg. 

I Anisha D/o Rupinder 

Singh R/o Sangha Teh. 

Sardulgarh (Mansa) changed 

my name Anisha Sodhi.  

I, Paramjit Kaur W/o Surjit 

Singh Kang R/o W.No. 15 

Ferozepur Road Aman Nagar 

Zira (Ferozepur) have changed 

my name to Parmjit Kaur Kang. 

I, Surjit Singh S/o Bachan 

Singh R/o W.No. 15 Ferozepur 

Road Aman Nagar Zira 

(Ferozepur) have changed my 

name to Surjit Singh Kang. 

I Mehndi Hassan S/o 

Mohammed Samir Vpo. 

Bhadaur (Barnala) have 

changed my name Hassan 

Mehndi. 

I, Amandeep Singh S/O 

Balwinder Singh R/O Village 

Panjrukha (Ludhiana) Declare 

That My Name Be Read As 

Given Name Amandeep And 

Surname Singh. 

I Virendra Kumar Rajbhar 

S/O Raja Ram R/O H.No.234/5 

Sahi Samadha Patiala 147001 

Punjab Have Changed My 

Name To Birendra Kumar. 

I, Satwinder Kaur D/O 

Kuldeep Singh R/O 95, Harnam 

Dass Pura Jalandhar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Satwinder Kaur To Satvinder 

Kaur. 

I Satwinder Kaur W/o Raj 

Singh Chahal R/o Vill. Nanaksar 

(Faridkot) have changed my 

name to Satwinder Kaur 

Chahal. 

I, Lakshmi Pathy father of 

Army No. 2619534K Rank L/NK 

Name Srithar L of Unit 71 INF 

DIV HQ (DEF & EMP Coy) c/0 

99 APO, Pin-908471 have 

changed my name from P 

Lakshmipathi to Lakshmi Pathy 

Vide Affidavit Notary Ferozepur. 

I Parshotam lal S/o Amar 

Nath Father of Hitesh  Kumar 

resident of House No. D-2407, 

Street No. 5, Adarash Nagar 

Fazilka,152123 Punjab also 

known as Parshotam Lal 

Dhawan. Both are my name. 

I, Koppula Rakhi is legally 

Wife of Army No. 16117258F 

Rank Hav Name Maddela 

Sudhaker of Unit 22 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur Residing 

at 1-77, Mdnoor Mandal, VTC, 

Chinna Eklara Po. Kotchera, 

Tehsil, Madnoor, District, 

Nizamabad State Telangana 

Pin-503309 Declare That my 

Name Maddela Rakhi Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Husband Army 

Service Records but my correct 

Name is Koppula Rakhi. 

I, Maduli Ganga Bai is 

legally Mother of Army No. 

16117258F Rank Hav Name 

Maddela Sudhaker of Unit 22 

Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur, Residing at 1-77, 

Mdnoor Mandal, VTC. Chinna 

Eklara Po. Kotchera, Tehsil, 

Mdnoor, District. Nizamabad 

State Telangana Pin-503309 

Declare That my Name M 

Gangabai and Date of Birth 

01/07/1974 Wrongly Mentioned 

in my Son Army Service 

Records but my correct Name is 

Maduli Ganga Bai and Date of 

birth is 01.01.1963. 

I, Maduli Sailu is legally 

Father of Army No. 16117258F 

Rank Hav Name Maddela 

Sudhaker of Unit 22 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur Residing 

at 1-77, Mdnoor Mandal, VTC. 

Chinna Eklara Po. Kotchera, 

Tehsil, Mdnoor, District. 

Nizamabad State Telangana 

Pin-503309 Declare That my 

Name Maddela Sailu and Date 

of Birth 01/07/1964 Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Son Army 

Service Records but my correct 

Name is Maduli Sailu and Date 

of birth is 01.01.1953. 

I, Bimla Mother of Army 

No. 3198651F, Rank Hav, 

Name Rampal Singh, presently 

Residence at Ward no.2, Swai 

Chhani, Tehsil Bhadra, 4 JSL 

District Hanumangarh, State 

Rajasthan PIN 335511, have 

changed my Name from Bimla 

Devi to Bimla vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB96823677033878X, 

Dated 13 January 2025 before 

at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Amarjeet S/o Om 

Parkash R/o Khurla Kingra, 

Back side T.V. Tower, Jalandhar, 

144001, Punjab, India, have 

changed my name from 

Amarjeet to Amarjeet Parkash.  

I, No.15627669A NK 

Kagne Atmaram Sitaram 

resident of Village- Dhunkwad, 

Post- Pahadi Pargaon, Tehsil- 

Dharur, District- Beed, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-431124, have 

changed my Mother name from 

Indu to Indu Bai Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB96743348808170X 

dated 13 Jan 2025 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, No.15627669A NK 

Kagne Atmaram Sitaram 

resident of Village- Dhunkwad, 

Post- Pahadi Pargaon, Tehsil- 

Dharur, District- Beed, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-431124, have 

changed my Father name from 

Sitaram to Sitarma Datooba 

Kagne Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB96743766546467X dated 13 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.15620303A Hav 

Trivendra Singh resident of 

Village- Nandpura Bita, Post- 

Saidpur Gangu, Tehsil- 

Sambhal, District- Sambhal, 

State- UP, Pin-244304, have 

changed my Mother name from 

Bidya Devi to Vidhya Devi Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB96742331579291X dated 13 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.6495963N Hav/ASH 

Rajan Singh resident of Village- 

Kulaha (Lalpuri) Post- 

Gularbhoj, Tehsil- Gadarpur, 

District- Udham Singh Nagar, 

State- Uttarakhand, Pin-

262401, have changed my 

Daughter name from Kumari 

Varsha to Varsha Bisht Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB96744162032227X dated 13 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Snehal spouse of 

No.2812381M L/NK Bhuvad 

Kundan Eknath resident of 

Village- Kalambaste, Post- 

Kalambaste, Tehsil- Chiplun, 

District- Ratnagiri, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-415605, have 

changed my name from Snehal 

to Snehal Kundan Bhuvad Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB96742891061199X dated 13 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Kusum Mother of No.JC-

382616W Sub Dhere Suryakant 

Anandrao resident of Village- 

Vategaon, Post- Vategaon, 

Tehsil- Walwa, District- Sangli, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-

415410, have changed my 

name from Kusum to Kusum 

Anandrao Dhere Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB95221976833221X 

dated 10 Jan 2025 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, No.JC-406424A Sub 

Kapil Kumar resident of 

Village- Balkara, Post- Mouri, 

Tehsil- Charkhi Dadri, District- 

Bhiwani, State- Haryana, Pin-

127306, have changed my 

Mother name from Sajani Devi 

to Sanjani Devi Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB96748660401516X 

dated 13 Jan 2025 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, Harshada spouse of 

No.2810088W Hav Choudhari 

Samarth Sudhakar resident of 

Sadguru Apartment, 

Paranjape Nagar, Cherpoli,  

District- Thane, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-421601, 

have changed my name from 

Harshada to Harshada 

Samarth Choudhari, Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB96744576713247X dated 

13 Jan 2025 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Shubhada spouse of 

No.JC-462303L Sub Nivngune 

Sandip Chandrakant resident 

of Village- Gorhe BK, Post- 

Donje, Tehsil- Havli, District- 

Pune, State- Maharashtra, 

Pin-411025, have changed my 

name from Shubhada to 

Shubhada Sandip Nivngune 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB96747490292853X dated 

13 Jan 2025 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I Mood. Salim S/o Nanu 

Khan R/o H, no. 550 Ward No. 

13 Behind Power House Old 

Hamida Yamunager Tehsil 

Jagadhri that I have changed 

my name from Mood. Salim to 

Mohammad Salim. Concerned 

note. 

I, Chandramukhi spouse 

of No. 1537486M Rank SPR 

Name Attar Singh R/o Village 

Brar Khera PO Bowana Distt. 

Jind, Haryana declare that my 

name is Chandramukhi and 

D.O.B is 01-01-1951 as per 

my Husband Army Service 

record, that's incorrect but my 

correct name is Chander 

Mukhi and D.O.B is 01-01-

1943 as per civil documents. 

I  Nirmla Devi (existing 

name)  W/o  No. JC198390W 

Ex SUB Jai Kishan Dangi  at 

present resident  of  VPO 

Madina, Tehsil Meham, District 

Rohtak (Haryana) declare that  

I have changed my  name  

from  Nirmla Devi (existing 

name) to  Nirmala Devi (new 

name)  My correct /actual 

DOB is  01.02.1964  instead  

of  01.04.1962 . In future  I  

shall may be known/Written/ 

Called as  Nirmala Devi (DOB 

: 01.02.1964) as per my 

Aadhar Card and Pan Card for 

all work purposes,  please 

correct in my  husband Army 

Records  Vide  Affidavit dated   

January 2025 before  

Executive Magistrate, Meham 

(Rohtak) 

I  Ramrati Devi (existing 

name)  W/o  No.  1034253X 

Ex Hav Satvir Singh Panghal 

at present resident  of  VPO 

Gharawathi, Tehsil &  District 

Rohtak (Haryana) declare that  

I have changed my  name  

from  Ramrati Devi (existing 

name) to  Ram Rati (new 

name)  My correct /actual DOB 

is  01.01.1945. In future  I  

shall may be 

known/Written/Called as  Ram 

Rati (DOB : 01.01.1945) as 

per my Aadhar Card and Pan 

Card for all work purposes,  

please correct in my  husband 

Army Records  Vide  Affidavit 

dated   January 2025 before  

Executive Magistrate,  

(Rohtak) 

I Rajinder Parshad S/O 

Late Sh Dev Raj Sharma R/O 

2174, Jalvayu Vihar, Sector 

67, SAS Nagar (Mohali) 

Punjab, have changed my 

name as Rajinder Parshad 

Sharma. Concerned note 

I, Rajinder S/o Mange 

Ram R/o H.No. 507 Ward No. 

29 Ajmer Basti Bhiwani Road 

Teh. & Distt. Jind Have 

Changed My Name From 

Rajinder To Rajender Kumar. 

I, Naveen S/o Rajbir 

Singh R/o VPO Kandela Teh. 

& Distt. Jind Have Changed 

My Name From Naveen To 

Naveen Redhu. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

SBI Donated 75 Wheel Chairs and 160 

Barricades to PGI 

Chandigarh: Under CSR initiative, Sh. Krishan Sharma, Chief 

General Manager,State Bank of India, Chandigarh Circle 

donated 75 Wheel Chairs to PGI, Chandigarh for patients and 

160 barricades for better traffic management inside the PGI in 

the presence ofSh. Vivek Lal, Director PGIMER, Chandigarh. 

Through this endeavor the Bank has emphasized its 

commitment to Corporate Social Responsibility. This initiative 

is a part of SBI’s CSR endeavours, reflecting our deep-rooted 

commitment to community welfare.  

This occasion is not just donating  Wheel Chairs and Barricades 

it is about the welfare of the patients which reaffirms the belief 

of State Bank of India in creating opportunities to support these 

institutions whenever they require. Director PGI and other 

Senior Officers of the PGI administration appreciated the 

gesture of SBI towards CSR Activity and assured that it will 

further strength the relationship between PGI and SBI. 

BSNL Chandigarh 

Chandigarh: On the auspicious occasion of Lohri Punjab 

Telcom Women Welfare organisation members visited Nari 

Niketan for charity to the residents, bringing warmth and 

smiles to their faces.This charity event was a small gesture 

to show care and support for those in need. Following the 

charity event, the festivities shifted to Punjab Circle Office 

where all the members came together to revel in the festive 

spirit, dressed in their traditional attire.  

The highlight of the evening was the lighting of the bonfire 

by PTWWO President Dr.Sangeeta Ajay and Punjab Circle 

CGMT Sh.Ajay Kararah accompanied by other vertical 

heads. As the flames danced, so did  all the members, 

grooving to the infectious beats of the dhol.The energy was 

palpable, with everyone  enjoying the festive spirit. It was a 

wonderful opportunity to  experience the rich cultural 

heritage of Punjab. 

USP
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40 farmers
killed by Boko
Haram militants 
Dakar (Senegal) (PTI): At
least 40 farmers were killed
in an attack by Islamic mil-
itants in northeast Nigeria’s
Borno state, a government
official said Monday. The
attack Sunday was suspect-
ed to have been carried out
by extremists from the Boko
Haram group and its break-
away faction that is loyal to
the Islamic State group in
Borno’s Dumba community,
s a i d  B or no  s t ate  G ov
Babagana Umara Zulum.
He warned civilians to stay
within designated “safe
z on e s”  t hat  h ave  b e e n
cleared by the army of both
extremists and munitions.
Zulum also called for an
investigation into the attack
by the armed forces.
“Let me assure the citizens
of Borno that this matter
will be thoroughly investi-
gated for further necessary
action. 
Let me use this opportuni-
ty to call on the armed
forces to track and deal
decisively with the perpetra-
tors of this heinous act of
violence against our inno-
cent citizens,” he said.
B oko  Har am ,  Ni ge r i a’s
homegrown jihadis, took up
ar ms  i n  2 0 0 9  to  f i g ht
Wester n  e ducat ion  and
impose their radical ver-
sion of Islamic law. 
The conflict, now Africa’s
longest struggle with mili-
t an c y,  h a s  s pi l l e d  i nt o
Nigeria’s northern neigh-
bors. 
Some 35,000 civilians have
been killed and more than 2
million have been displaced
in the northeastern region,
according to the UN. 
The 2014 kidnapping of 276
schoolgirls by Boko Haram
in the village of Chibok in
Borno state — the epicentre
of the conflict — captured
the attention of the world. 

Verdict in Al-Qadir
case against Imran
delayed again

world 09

been held and another is
expected this week. It was not
clear if the judgment would
impact the talks. The National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
in December 2023 filed the case
against Khan (72), Bibi (50) and
six others, accusing them of
causing a loss to the tune of 190
million pounds (PRs50 bil-
lion) to the national kitty.
However, Khan and Bibi have
been prosecuted as all others,
including a property tycoon,
were out of the country.
Both Khan and Bibi are
accused in the case, which
revolves around allegations
that PRs50 billion, returned to
Pakistan by the UK’s National
Crime Agency as part of a set-
tlement with a property tycoon
was misused. The funds were
reportedly intended for the
national treasury but were
allegedly redirected for the
personal benefit of the busi-
nessman who helped Bibi and
Khan to set up a university.Bibi,
as a trustee of the Al-Qadir
Trust, is accused of benefiting
from this settlement, including
acquiring 458 kanals of land for
Al-Qadir University in Jhelum. 

PTIn ISALAMABAD

APakistani court on Monday
postponed for the third time

the announcement of the verdict
in the 190 million pounds Al-
Qadir Trust corruption case
against former prime minister
Imran Khan and his wife, Bushra
Bibi. The Anti-Corruption Court
in Islamabad has now set January
17 as the date for announcing the
verdict.ATC Judge Nasir Javed
Rana completed the hearing in
the case on December 18 but
reserved the judgment until
December 23. Later, he fixed
January 6 as the date for
announcing the verdict, Geo
News reported. Judge Rana was
on leave on January 6 so the ver-
dict was postponed until January
13. Today, the judge once again
postponed the announcement of
the verdict until January 17, cit-
ing the absence of the accused in
the court.The development
comes amidst the ongoing nego-
tiation between the government
and Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party to address the
political instability in the coun-
try due to the imprisonment of
the former premier and several
other leaders of the party.
So far two rounds of talks have
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SURJIT PATAR MEMORIAL FUNCTION-2025 ON 14TH
JANUARY

AMRITSAR: "Surjit Patar Memorial
Function-2025" will be organised
by Guru Nanak Dev University in
collaboration with Punjab Kala
Parishad, Chandigarh, and the
Department of Languages, Punjab,
Patiala on January 14th, Tuesday,
at the Golden Jubilee Convention
Centre of the University, at 10 am.

PVUNL HOSTS FIRST ASH USER MEET 2025 AT
RANCHI

Patratu Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (PVUNL) successfully
organized its inaugural Ash User
Meet 2025 at Chanakya BNR
Hotel, Ranchi, emphasizing
innovative and sustainable
applications of fly and bottom
ash.

PONGAL FESTIVAL OBSERVED AT NARUVI HOSPITALS

The annual Pongal celebrations at
Naruvi Hospitals, Vellore, was
celebrated with fervour, with
enthusiastic participation from
people cutting across age, gender,
religion, and community. 

REC LIMITED COMMITS `8.44 CRORE UNDER CSR TO
SUPPORT 1MW SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC POWER PLANT

REC Limited, a Maharatna CPSE
under the Ministry of Power and a
leading NBFC, has signed a
Memorandum of Agreement (MoA)
with the Gandhigram Rural Institute
under its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative.

INBRIEF

PTI n NEW DELHI

India ranked third
globally in terms of

funding received in the
fintech segment despite
a decline of 33 per cent
on a year-over-year
basis to USD 1.9 billion
in 2024, market
intelligence firm Tracxn
said in a report on
Monday.
The sector witnessed a
decline in funding,
driven by a broader
slowdown in demand
and geopolitical
headwinds, Tracxn's
Annual India fintech
report 2024 said.
"The fintech sector
experienced a notable
decline in funding in
2024, with a total of
USD 1.9 billion raised.
This represents a 33 per
cent decrease from the
USD 2.8 billion secured
in 2023.  
The Indian fintech
ecosystem has
solidified its position as
one of the top three
globally funded fintech
ecosystems in 2024,
trailing only the US and
the UK," the report
said.
The sector had raised
USD 5.6 billion in 2022.
The highest funding of
USD 805 during 2024

was received by the
sector in the third
quarter which was 61
per cent higher on a
year-over-year (Y-o-Y)
basis.
Additionally, 59 per
cent of the total funding
in 2024 was secured
during the second half
of the year, indicating a
late-year recovery while
August emerged as the
most robust month for
funding, contributing
USD 434 million to the
annual total.
"Despite the global

funding slowdown,
India's fintech
ecosystem continues to
d e m o n s t r a t e
remarkable resilience
and adaptability. The
emergence of two new
unicorns and a record
eight IPOs in 2024
underscore the sector's
ability to thrive amidst
challenges," Tracxn,
Co-Founder, Neha
Singh said.
"As we look to the
future, the sector is
poised to build on these
successes, driving

financial inclusion and
innovation while
solidifying its position
as a global leader in the
fintech space," Singh
said.
The year 2024
witnessed the
emergence of two
unicorns, Money View
and Perfios, compared
to a single unicorn in
2023 though there were
only three USD 100
million-plus funding
rounds recorded,
marking a 50 per cent
decline from the six

such rounds in 2023. 
The digital lending
solutions dominated
the funding received by
accounting for 64 per
cent of the total funding
raised during the year.
The notable deals in
2024 included DMI
Finance raising USD
334 million funding led
by MUFG and Credit
Saison raising USD 144
million during the year.
The late-stage rounds
are the most affected.
Late-stage funding
amounted to USD 1.1

billion, marking a 42
per cent reduction
compared to the USD
1.9 billion raised in
2023, the report said.
The late-stage funding
was USD 3.1 billion in
2022.
Early-stage funding
rounds recorded a 16
per cent Y-o-Y drop to
USD 562 million in
2024 from USD 667
million raised in 2023
and a 70 per cent
decline compared to
USD 1.9 billion in 2022.
Seed-stage funding
declined 19 per cent Y-
o-Y to USD 178 million
in 2024 from USD 219
million in 2023 and 66
per cent from USD 529
million in 2022.
"Mergers and
acquisition activity saw
a slight dip, with 26
acquisitions recorded in
2024, down 16 per cent
from 31 in 2023.  
Notable transactions
included the USD 94.5
million acquisition of
PureSoftware by
Happiest Minds, and
the USD 44 million
acquisition of ET
Money by 360 One," the
report said.

The sector recorded
eight IPOs in 2024
which was a 300 per
cent increase compared

to the two IPOs in 2023.
"Bengaluru maintained
its leadership as the top
hub for fintech funding
in 2024, followed by
Mumbai and Delhi. 
Among investors, Peak
XV Partners,
LetsVenture, and Y
Combinator emerged as
the top contributors
overall. Venture
Catalysts, Y
Combinator, and Antler
led in seed investments,
while Elevation Capital,
GMO Venture Partners,
and Peak XV Partners
dominated early-stage
funding," the report
said.
Late-stage investments
were spearheaded by
Creaegis, The Rise
Fund, and Amara
Partners. 
The Investment Tech
segment garnered USD
320 million in funding
in 2024, reflecting an 11
per cent decline from
the USD 358 million
raised in 2023.
The Payments segment,
however, experienced a
sharper decline,
attracting USD 194
million, a 77 per cent
drop from USD 836
million in 2023 and an
81 per cent decrease
from USD 1.01 billion
in 2022.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Growing complexity in the
cyber landscape is further

exacerbating cyber inequity,
deepening the divide between
developed and emerging
economies, and widening the
gap between large and small
organisations, the World
Economic Forum said on
Monday.
In its Global Cybersecurity
Outlook 2025, the WEF said
nearly 54 per cent of large
organisations have identified
supply chain
interdependencies as the
greatest barrier to achieving
cyber resilience. 
About 45 per cent of cyber
leaders were also found to be
concerned about disruption of
operations and business
processes. It further found

that geopolitical turmoil has
affected the perception of
risks, with one in three CEOs
citing cyber espionage and
loss of sensitive information

or intellectual property theft
as their top concern. 
The WEF report said that the
rising complexity in cyber
space arises from the rapid

growth of emerging
technologies, prevailing
geopolitical uncertainty, the
evolution of threats,
regulatory challenges,

vulnerabilities in supply chain
interdependencies and the
growing cyber skills gap.
"Cyberspace is more complex
and challenging than ever due
to rapid technological
advancements, growing
cybercriminal sophistication
and deeply interconnected
supply chains," WEF
Managing Director Jeremy
Jurgens said, calling for
collaborations between public
and private sector
stakeholders to secure the
benefits of digitalisation for
all.
The study found that 66 per
cent of organisations expect
AI to have a major impact on
cybersecurity in 2025, but
only 37 per cent reported
having processes in place to
assess the security of AI tools
before deployment.

Growing complexity widening cyber
inequity: World Economic Forum report

Retail inflation eases to four month
low of 5.22 per cent in December

PTI n NEW DELHI

Retail inflation slowed to a
four-month low of 5.22

per cent in December
compared to 5.48 pc in
November, mainly due to
easing of prices in food
basket, according to
government data released on
Monday. 

The inflation based on
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
was 5.48 per cent in
November and 5.69 per cent
in December 2023. 
According to CPI data
released by the National
Statistics Office (NSO), the
inflation in the food basked
reduced to 8.39 per cent in
December. It was 9.04 per

cent in November and 9.53
per cent in December 2023.
"The CPI (General) and food
inflation in December 2024 is
the lowest in the last four
months," the NSO said. 
Last month, the Reserve Bank
of India raised the inflation
projection for the current
fiscal year to 4.8 per cent from
4.5 per cent.  

PTI n MUMBAI

The rupee logged its
steepest single-day fall

in nearly two years and
ended the session 58 paise
down at its historic low of
86.62 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Monday,
weighed down by a stronger
American currency and
surging crude oil prices.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened
at 86.12, and moved 1 paisa
during intraday to 86.11
before closing the session
with a loss of a staggering 58
paise at its lowest-ever level
of 86.62 (provisional)
against the greenback.
The fall of 58 paise, or 0.67
per cent, in one session was
the steepest since February
6, 2023 when the unit had
lost 68 paise.
The Indian currency has
witnessed the deepest
plunge of more than Re 1 in
the past two weeks from the
closing level of 85.52 on
December 30.
Rupee had breached the 85-
per-dollar mark for the first
time on December 19, 2024.
On Friday, the local
currency had declined 18
paise to settle at 86.04
against the US dollar, a day
after registering a marginal
gain of 5 paise. In the

preceding back-to-back
sessions on Tuesday and
Wednesday, it had plunged 6
paise and 17 paise,
respectively.
The unprecedented fall was
attributed to the relentless
chase of the US dollar by
investors, which also led to
a massive withdrawal of
foreign capital from Indian
equities.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 2,254.68
crore on Friday. So far this
month foreign investors
have withdrawn Rs 22,194
crore from Indian equities,
according to exchange data.
According to analysts, the
Reserve Bank of India has
allowed the fall in rupee's
exchange rate versus US
dollar amid dwindling forex
reserves and declining
emerging market
currencies.
"RBI will allow the weakness
as demand keeps moving up
and supplies dwindle," said
Anil Kumar Bhansali, Head
of Treasury and Executive
Director, Finrex Treasury
Advisors LLP.
The Reserve Bank of India
on Friday said the country's
forex reserves dropped by
USD 5.693 billion to USD
634.585 billion in the week
ended January 3.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Gold prices rallied for a
fifth straight session,

rising Rs 110 to Rs 80,660 per
10 grams in the national
capital on Monday, according
to the All India Sarafa
Association.
The precious metal had
settled at Rs 80,550 per 10
grams in the previous session
on Friday.
In the past five trading
sessions, gold prices

appreciated Rs 1,660, or 2.1
per cent, to Rs 80,660 per 10
grams.
The price of gold of 99.5 per
cent purity rose Rs 110 to Rs
80,260 per 10 grams against
the previous close of Rs
80,150 per 10 grams on
Friday.
"Gold prices advanced as the
rupee weakened by touching
86.61, driven by elevated
crude oil prices. The rise in
crude prices came on the back
of fresh sanctions imposed on

Russia by US President Joe
Biden, escalating geopolitical
tensions," Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst of
Commodity and Currency at
LKP Securities, said.
The rupee logged its steepest
single-day fall in nearly two
years and ended the session
58 paise down at its historic
low of 86.62 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Monday, weighed down by a
stronger American currency
and surging crude oil prices.
"This rupee depreciation
supported gold prices in the
domestic market, amplifying
the impact of global cues,"
Trivedi added.
However, silver traded flat in
the second straight session at
Rs 93,000 per kg on Monday.
Meanwhile, gold contracts for
February delivery on the
MCX increased Rs 227, or
0.29 per cent, to Rs 78,650 per
10 grams in futures trade on
Monday.

PTI n SONAMARG

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Monday said

infrastructure development
is imperative to achieve the
goal of Viksit Bahrat, as the
economy depends on good
transport and
communication facilities.
"The Prime Minister has
given us a mission of
developed and prosperous
India. If we have to achieve a
Viksit Bharat, we will have to
improve the country's
infrastructure.
"Until water, power,
transport, and

communication do not
develop, industry, business,
and tourism will not get a
boost," Gadkari said,
addressing a rally after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the Sonamarg
tunnel here.
The Union Minister said
Modi has taken a pledge to
develop J-K along with the
country.
"He has given us the task of
developing this
infrastructure. Good roads
make a country developed
and prosperous. We are
working on a mission to
make J-K developed and
prosperous so that industries
are established here, tourism
increases, employment
opportunities are created for
the youth and poverty is
eradicated. With that view,
we are developing the
infrastructure in J-K," he
added. Gadkari said the
inauguration of the
Sonamarg tunnel, which was

previously known as the Z-
Morh tunnel, was historic
and would provide all-
weather connectivity to the
tourist resort town.
"Today is a historic day that
the Sonamarg tunnel is being
inaugurated by the Prime
Minister. Due to the closure
of this road (due to heavy
snowfall), some areas
remained closed for five to
six months per year.
"It was started in 2012, but
there were several
difficulties. Today, I am
happy that the work has been
completed. By the opening of
this tunnel -- Srinagar to
Ladakh, Leh highway will
especially be connected,
which used to remain shut
for 5-6 months," he noted.
He said the work on the
nearby Zojila tunnel was
going on and once open, it
will reduce the travel time
from Srinagar to Leh by 3.5
hours and keep the road
open throughout the year.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Asset management
companies launched

239 new fund offerings
(NFOs) mobilising Rs 1.18
lakh crore in 2024, with
sectoral or thematic equity
funds emerging as the top
choice of investors,
according to a report by
Germinate Investor Services
Research.
This was higher than 212
NFOs collecting Rs 63,854
crore in 2023 and 228 NFOs
garnering Rs 62,187 crore in
2022. 
The NFO landscape
expanded from 81 offerings
in 2020 to 239 in 2024,
besides, the funds raised
through the space more

than doubled from Rs
53,703 crore in 2020. The
trend suggests a strong
growth trajectory and
heightened investor

confidence.
Usually, NFOs come during
a surging market when
investor sentiments are high
and optimistic. The NFOs

were floated to capitalise on
the mood of investors and
attract their investment as
they were willing to invest at
that time. 
Industry experts said the
stock market performance
along with the positive
investor sentiments led to
higher fund mobilisation
through NFOs in 2024. 
In the entire 2024, Sensex
jumped 5,898.75 points or
8.16 per cent, and the Nifty
surged 1,913.4 points or
8.80 per cent.
Overall, thematic/sectoral
funds, index funds and
exchange traded funds
(ETFs) captured significant
investor interest.
"With 53 NFOs raising Rs
79,109 crore, these funds

emerged as the top choice
for investors," the report
said.
Tailored to specific sectors
or themes, sectoral or
thematic equity funds
resonated with investors for
their focused approach and
alignment with market
trends. Notable examples
include funds targeting
sectors like manufacturing,
technology, and ESG
(Environmental, Social, and
Governance) themes. 
Individually, HDFC
Manufacturing Fund NFO
led the pack, with a record
inflow of Rs 12,500 crore in
April 2024. In terms of
month, the highest number
of NFO launches was
recorded in December,

marking a strong year-end
momentum. Going ahead,
the report said the mutual
fund industry is likely to
face a recalibration in 2025
after the strong gains of
recent years. 
"While extraordinary
returns may not sustain, the
focus will shift to ensuring
stability, maintaining
liquidity, and achieving
reasonable returns in line
with market trends.
Investors must adapt to a
more balanced approach,
safeguarding capital while
managing expectations.
This calls for strategies that
align with changing market
dynamics and ensure a
steady performance even in
uncertain times," it added. 

Mutual funds collect `1.18 Lakh Crore via NFO in 2024; thematic funds dominates space

Rupee sinks to record low,
settles 58 paise down at
86.62 against US Dollar

Infra development imperative to
achieve Viksit Bahrat goal: Gadkari

Gold maintains rising streak for fifth
straight session, silver remains flat

India ranks third globally in fintech funding despite 33 per cent lower infusion in 2024
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PTI n MELBOURNE

After wasting a set point in
the second tiebreaker with
an ill-conceived drop shot,

Jannik Sinner quickly reverted to
what’s been working for him and
finished off a straight-set win
over Nicolas Jarry to begin his
Australian Open title defense.
The 7-6 (2), 7-6 (5), 6-1 victory
on Rod Laver Arena extended
Sinner’s winning streaks to 15 on
both the tour and on hard courts
in Grand Slams.
After all the pre-tournament
attention on the 2024 doping
cases of Sinner and long-time
women’s No. 1 Iga Swiatek, both
started the year’s first Grand
Slam tournament about the same
time on nearby courts on Day 2.
“Yeah, I was curious to see how it
was,” Sinner said of the reception
at Rod Laver, where he became a
fan favorite last year. “You never
know what’s happening. I was
happy about the crowd. It was a
nice atmosphere.”
Top-ranked Sinner had to grind

for two long, tiebreak sets against
No. 35-ranked Jarry, a 29-year-
old from Chile, before finding his
touch.
“It was a very close one because
the first sets, they can go both
ways,” Sinner said. “In the third
set when I broke it the first time,
that gave me a little bit of room to
breathe.
“I’m happy how I handled the
very tough situation.”
Sinner has got a good record at
Melbourne Park in that
department. He rallied from two
sets down in last year’s final to
beat Daniil Medvedev for his first
Grand Slam title, coming off a
semifinal upset of 10-time
champion Novak Djokovic.
While Sinner was deep into his
match against Jarry, Swiatek, a
five-time major winner from
Poland, fended off top-ranked
doubles player Katerina
Siniakova 6-3, 6-4 on John Cain
Arena.
Coco Gauff had a little difficulty
adjusting to the sun at one end of
Rod Laver Arena in Monday’s

first marquee match and dropped
an early service game before
quickly settling into a rhythm in

a 6-3, 6-3 win over 2020
champion Sofia Kenin.
Third-seeded Gauff beat Swiatek

to win the title at the WTA Finals
last November and started this
season by helping the U.S. To

victory at the United Cup last
week, against beating No. 2
Swiatek in the final.
Gauff, the 2023 U.S. Open
champion is wearing a Marvel-
inspired bodysuit and skirt at
Melbourne Park and she’s
radiating confidence and calm.
“I knew going in it was going to
be difficult, but you know I’m
happy with how I played,” she
said of the 1-hour, 20-minute win
over Kenin, who at No. 81 is a
much tougher opponent than her
ranking suggests.
“I mean (I) could serve better, but
like on that side I was struggling
to see the ball,” Guaff said,
pointing to one baseline on the
main show court that was bathed
in sun. “So I’m just happy that I
was able to manage through that.”
Another 20-year-old American,
Alex Michelsen, produced the
biggest win of his young career
with a 7-5, 6-3, 2-6, 6-4 first-
round upset of 2023 Australian
runner-up Stefanos Tsitsipas.
Michelsen’s three booming
service returns in the ninth game

of the fourth set helped him earn
a vital break against the 11th-
seeded Tsitsipas and, after
shaking off jitters on his own
serve, he closed out for his first
victory over a player ranked in
the top 20 at a Grand Slam. No.
17 Frances Tiafoe advanced in
five sets over Arthur
Rinderknech of France.
Gauff went into her opening
round on a streak of winning 33
matches against players ranked
outside the Top 50, dating to a
loss to Kenin at Wimbledon
2023.
The draw presented another
tough trip to Australia for Kenin.
It was the third straight year
Kenin faced a Grand Slam
champion in the first round in
Australia, and her fourth
consecutive first-round exit here.
Gauff will next play Jodie
Burrage of Britain. No. 7 Jessica
Pegula also advanced along with
No. 12 Diana Shnaider, No. 28
Elina Svitolina, and Belinda
Bencic, who ousted No. 16 Jelena
Ostapenko. 

Jannik Sinner starts his Australian Open title defence with a straight set win 

PTI n NEW DELHI

When the going gets tough
for P V Sindhu, the star

badminton player dives into
her highly successful past to
seek inspiration to keep going
in her quest for more glory.
The 29-year-old has in her
cabinet every trophy and
medal that is there to be won.
She is one of the only three
Indians to win two Olympic
medals, and is also a world
champion besides claiming
medals at Asian Games and
Commonwealth Games.
But Sindhu struggled to repeat
her international success last
season, the medal-less show at
the Paris Olympics raising
doubts about her future in the
sport she dominated for so
long.
For Sindhu however,
speculations don’t not matter.
She still steps on the court with
the same passion that has
catapulted her to the zenith of
world badminton.

“Of course yes,” Sindhu told
PTI in an interview when
asked if she still has the hunger
to keep going.
“I am saying this because when
you see those wins, how happy
it makes you and how much
confidence it gives you, that
itself will take you to another
level. Seeing wins again and
again keeps that hunger going,
so definitely yes.
“There are some clips when
you are really young when you
look at it, it feels like wow, you
know, you have done so much
and you know why can’t I do it
more? You question yourself,
and that’s when it all starts, so
yes,” Sindhu said during an
interaction facilitated by sports
brand PUMA, which has
signed her as an ambassador.
Sindhu understands that she
will have to endure plenty of
struggles but she can’t afford to
lose hope. 
“I have seen a lot through
sport, it was important for me
to believe in myself when there

were days where I was injured
and I didn’t know if I can come
back and I can be my 100 per
cent, which happened in 2015,
when I had an injury, but then
I bounced back, and I got a
silver at Rio.
“My life has changed a lot since
the time I started and till now I
have had a lot of awards,
rewards which has given me a
lot of confidence. I am very
grateful for whatever I have
achieved and when I look back,
I can tell that yes I have done
whatever I could.”
Wins and losses are part of the
learning curves. So what has
been the biggest learning for
Sindhu?
“Being patient. That has taught
me a lot in life, being patient
and wait for the right time
because sometimes game
teaches you to be patient no
matter what. 
“You have to keep waiting till
you get whether it is success or
whether it is the right time or
whether it is the right shot...

You have to wait for the right
time to do the right thing.”
Sindhu said self-belief is
something an athlete can’t do
without, indicating that she is
trying to overcome the
ongoing tough phase with the
same virtue.
“It hits you when you are
actually not able to win or not
able to get that success or when
you are actually at your lows.

That is when it is important for
an athlete to stay there and
keep believing in yourself.
There were days when I lost
matches which were very very
close. 
“There were days where I was
like why am I losing, what is
happening, can I bounce back,
can I come back stronger and
especially lowest is when it hits
you really hard. I was doubting

myself but people around me
were very very supportive in
terms of they were like it’s okay,
believe in yourself, you can do
it.
“I am very lucky to say that I
have parents who are sports
persons and they know what it
is and what it takes because
they have experienced so much
that they tell me that this is
what happens and you need to
be stronger and you need to
come back stronger.”
Sindhu was candid in
admitting that digesting
defeats is still difficult for her
despite so much success in her
career.
“It does hurt, it does hurt at any
point of time even though let’s
say if you don’t have to prove
anything, or if you have
achieved everything and what
is left you might ask me what
else is left?
“For me I feel that there is a lot
of time left and I can win a lot
of tournaments and I can play
for so many more years

because if you are fit and if you
are injury free I think passion
towards the sport itself will
take you much more longer.”
She also emphasised that the
relationship between a coach
and an athlete needs to be very
clear in terms of what is going
in your head on and off court.
“A coach needs to understand
even if I am not able to say
what is happening in the court.
As a coach you know he
understands what you feel. So
it is very important to also have
that trust between a coach and
an athlete.”
Sindhu has a clear plan for the
2025 season when she will
compete in select tournaments
to avoid injuries.
“There are a lot of tournaments
every month. We are out for
like 15 days, 20 days. Definitely
I will pick and choose a
tournament because as you
said I need to stay injury free.
That is very important. If you
stay injury free that’s when you
go and give your 100 per cent.

“There are some tournaments
where BWF says that you have
to play, but apart from that, the
players are also smart enough
to pick and choose
tournaments.”
Sindhu said she is still evolving
as a player, working on her
skills because “the game has
been changing so much.”
“People have become really
strong in their defense so to
break that, you have to work on
that. You have to also work on
defense. Not everyone gives
you chance to attack. Because
I’m a tall player and I have a
good reach, so not everyone
will give you a chance to attack,
so accordingly you have to
make changes.”
Sindhu also hoped that the gulf
between her and the next
generation will be bridged
sooner than later.
“I am hoping that the gap
closes soon. There are a lot of
youngsters I have seen in the
Syed Modi (recent tournament
she won) doing really well.

PTI n MELBOURNE

Alex Michelsen produced
the biggest win so far of

his fledgling career to upset
2023 runner-up Stefanos
Tsitsipas in the first round of
the Australian Open, and he
knew instinctively where
credit was due.
The 20-year-old American
overcame nerves on his serve
in the fourth set before
clinching a 7-5, 6-3, 2-6, 6-4
win Monday over Tsitsipas, a
26-year-old from Greece who
has a career-high No. 3
ranking and has contested
two Grand Slam finals.
Michelsen started playing
tennis around age 3 and hit
most days as a kid with his
mother, Sondra, a school
teacher who played college
tennis.
“Yeah, I’m sure she’s watching
right now,” Michelsen told
the crowd on John Cain
Arena, one of the three main
show courts at Melbourne
Park. “Yeah, we hit a million

balls from the baseline every
day. We’d go like 30 minutes
up the middle, then we go
across each way for like an
hour and a half.
“I mean we would just go out
there and she would never
miss a ball — she’s incredible.
But no chance I’d be here
without without her, so
thanks Mom. Love you.”
The No. 42-ranked Michelsen
reached the third round last
year on his Australia debut
before losing in the first

rounds at Roland Garros and
Wimbledon and in the
second round at the U.S.
Open.
His win over Tsitsipas was
Michelsen’s first against a
player ranked in the top 20 at
a Grand Slam.
He played with freedom
against Tsitsipas, taking big
swipes with his service
returns — including three in
the ninth game of the fourth
set that helped earn him a
vital break.

He got a bit tense on serve,
surrendering two hard-
earned breaks in the fourth
set, but stayed composed in
the last game. 
“Yeah, I didn’t take the most
direct path, that’s for sure.
Shouldn’t have got broken
twice in the fourth. My serve
let me down. Served double
faulting way too much,” he
said. “But I was also returning
really, really well. I felt like I
was winning most of the
baseline rallies when I was
inside the baseline and
controlling the point.
“So I was thinking at 4-all,
after I got broken twice,
saying, You’re still in this, just
play every point for what it is.’
I played a great 4-all game
and got it done at 5-4.”
He finished the match with
eight aces and eight double-
faults, but hit 46 winners to
only 40 unforced errors. 
“First of all, I was just trying
to stay super composed out
there. I knew it was going to
be a battle in the end,” he said.

PTI n HONOLULU

Nick Taylor in a playoff is
tough to beat. Getting

there was hardest part for the
Canadian, who delivered
another highlight reel of
clutch moments in the Sony
Open.
Down to his last shot, Taylor
chipped in from 60 feet for
eagle on the par-5 closing
hole at Waialae for a 5-under
65 to get into a playoff with
Nico Echavarria. 
He holed a 10-foot birdie putt
on the first extra hole. And
then he hit a wedge from 46
yards that was close to perfect
to set up a 3-foot birdie putt
for the win. The last shot
might have been the easiest
shot he had in the final hour.
“I’m a bit stunned this worked
out this way,” Taylor said.
That was true for so many
others, starting with
Echavarria, the 30-year-old
Chilean who delivered some
big moments of his own with
a 15-foot par save, a 12-foot
birdie, and twice getting up-
and-down from the bunker at
the end for a 65 to join Taylor
at 16-under 264.
Behind them were Stephan
Jaeger and J.J. Spaun, and the
Sony Open looked to come
down to them along the back
nine until Jaeger piped a drive
out-of-bounds on the 16th
and Spaun bogeyed from a
bunker on the 17th. Both
failed to birdie the par-5 18th
to join the playoff.
Echavarria was surprised it
was only a two-man playoff.
“If Nick doesn’t chip in, I win

the tournament,” he said.
Echavarria didn’t miss a beat
in his bid for a third straight
year with a PGA Tour title.
The bunker shot on the 18th
was creative and bold for a
tap-in birdie. On the 18th in
the first playoff hole, his
second shot looked to be
about 20 feet away on the
fringe for an eagle putt when
the wind nudged it down the
hill into the rough, forcing
him to get up-and-down.
He had 40 feet on the collar
for eagle on the second
playoff hole at No. 18, and the
first putt came out soft and
was 7 feet short. He missed
the birdie putt to extend the
playoff.
“I misjudged the lag putt on
the last hole. I didn’t think it
was going to be that slow.
Didn’t consider the wind,”
Echavarria said. “The wind
kind of held it and my lag
putting today was a little off,
which is a strength of mine.
But, I mean, just one bad putt
can’t define a great week.”
Taylor never looked like a
winner — especially after
missing a pair of 4-foot birdie
putts on the 15th and 16th
holes — until he had a lei
around his neck and the
trophy in his hand. It was his
fifth PGA Tour title, the last
three in a playoff.
He beat Charley Hoffman in
Phoenix last year with clutch
putting in a playoff. And it
was the Canadian Open in
2023 when Taylor famously
holed that 70-foot eagle putt
to win his national open
before a delirious, rain-

soaked crowd.
The victory sends Taylor to
the Masters again, a big perk
after a dismal end to last
season. He moved back to No.
29 in the world and will be in
all the signature events this
year. None of this seemed
possible when he was two
behind with two to play
coming off two short misses.
“It was just one of those where
you try to go until they don’t
let you play anymore,” Taylor
said. “I was 1 over through
seven, get on a birdie streak
there. It’s always so bunched
here, but I did a really good
job every day really of just
hanging in there.
“Fortunate for me, really good
things happened at the end.”
Jaeger and Spaun both left
Waialae with plenty of regrets.
From the time they made the
turn, it looked like a duel
between them to decide the
winner, and they put on a
great show until the final
three holes.
Jaeger holed a 30-foot birdie
putt on the 14th to catch
Spaun, who then followed by
making a par putt from just
inside 30 feet to stay tied for
the lead.
Jaeger didn’t hit a fairway on
the back nine except for an
iron off the 15th tee, and it
finally caught up with him at
the end. He hit driver to cut
off the dogleg on the 16th but
it went so far left that it was
never found, presumed to be
out-of-bounds.
“The one on 16 I would like to
have back. Wrong hole to hit
that shot,” Jaeger said. 

Nick Taylor wins another
playoff with clutch play 

Alex Michelsen upsets Tsitsipas at the Australian Open

Regularly peeping into past glory keeps Sindhu hungry for more success

PTI n COPENHAGEN

Former Denmark captain
Simon Kjaer formally

retired from soccer Monday
despite offers to continue
playing since he left AC Milan
as a free agent last year. 
Kjaer will perhaps be best
remembered as the captain
who rushed to Christian
Eriksen’s aid and then led
teammates in shielding him
from view on the field after the
star playmaker collapsed
because of cardiac arrest during
a European Championship
game in June 2021. 
Kjaer also consoled Eriksen’s
partner on the field. Kjaer,
along with the Denmark team
and medical staff, later won the
FIFA Fair Play Award for their
actions in Copenhagen.

PTI n PARIS

Paris Saint-Germain remained
unbeaten and seven points clear at

the top of the French league — halfway
through the season — after Ousmane
Dembélé scored twice in a 2-1 win over
Saint-Etienne. 
Marseille is in second place after 17
rounds, with third-place Monaco 12
points adrift of defending champion
PSG, which has beaten both sides. 
Dembélé scored in the 13th minute
and the France winger netted from the
penalty spot 10 minutes later after a
video review spotted a handball from
Léo Pétrot on Achraf Hakimi’s cross.
The decision seemed harsh as the ball
grazed Pétrot’s hand without him
knowing. 
Dembélé moved to 10 league goals,
level with teammate Bradley Barcola
and one behind co-top scorers
Jonathan David (Lille) and Mason
Greenwood (Marseille)
Barcola thought he had his 11th goal of
the season close to halftime but, on a
day of video reviews, the goal was ruled
out for a foul by the player himself.
PSG has been linked with a move for
Georgia winger Khvicha Kvaratskhelia
from Napoli, but it was another
Georgian who scored for 16th-place
Saint-Etienne as Zuriko Davitashvili
neatly curled in a free kick midway
through the second half.
Despite its unbeaten league record,
PSG again looked nervous and came

close to conceding an equalizer.
Earlier, Deiver Machado scored late as
seventh-place Lens won 2-1 at
struggling Le Havre to move one point
behind Lyon in sixth.
The Colombia defender headed
powerfully home from Poland winger
Przemyslaw Frankowski’s cross in the
77th minute. 
Central defender Abdukodir
Khusanov was left out of the Lens
squad amid reports of an imminent
big-money transfer to Premier League
defending champion Manchester City
reportedly worth 50 million euros ($51
million). 
The 20-year-old joined Lens on a four-
year contract last season, becoming the

first Uzbek to play in Ligue 1. Lens paid
just 100,000 euros ($110,000) to sign
him from Belarus club Energetik-BGU
Minsk.
Veteran winger Andre Ayew put Le
Havre ahead in the eighth minute,
scoring for the second straight game
following his goal against Marseille last
weekend.
Striker Goduine Koyalipou equalized
in the 28th with a header on debut after
joining on Thursday.
Le Havre has lost five straight league
games and is in 17th spot.
Elsewhere, improving Strasbourg
climbed into ninth place with a 2-1 win
at Toulouse in a match where video
reviews affected both sides, and rock-

bottom Montpellier had two players
sent off near the end of a 3-1 home loss
to Angers.
Dutch striker Emanuel Emegha scored
two first-half goals for Strasbourg and
then had a third ruled out for offside in
the 38th minute.
Toulouse scored from Ismaël
Doukouré’s own-goal in the 35th and,
in the 75th, striker Zakaria Aboukhlal
prepared to take a penalty to make it 2-
2 after being fouled. However, the
referee changed his mind following a
video review and instead awarded
Toulouse a free kick right on the edge
of the area.
More frustration followed for the home
side moments later.
Toulouse thought it had equalized
when Frank Magri side-footed in
Aboukhlal’s pinpoint cross from the
left. But VAR intervened again to rule
the goal out because United States
defender Mark McKenzie was
narrowly offside.
Forward Esteban Lepaul netted twice
as Angers moved up to 13th place. He
scored in each half, either side of a
penalty from Montpellier midfielder
Téji Savanier.
Montpellier lost its composure in the
closing stages when defender
Boubakar Kouyaté and captain Jordan
Ferri were sent off within one minute
of each other.
Midfielder Zinedine Ferhat added the
third goal for Angers in the ninth
minute of stoppage time.

Paris Saint-Germain remains unbeaten in French league

Denmark captain
Simon Kjaer
retires from
football
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PTI n MADRID

Real Madrid came out
looking for some
payback in the latest

“clasico” against Barcelona
but ended up being
embarrassed again.
Madrid lost 5-2 to Barcelona
in the Spanish Super Cup
final at Jeddah, Saudi Arabia,
on Sunday. That followed a
4-0 loss at home to Barcelona
in the Spanish league in
October. 
Kylian Mbappé put Madrid
ahead early in his second
clasico, but Barcelona then
ran away with goals by
Lamine Yamal, Robert
Lewandowski, Raphinha —
who scored twice — and
Alejandro Balde. 
Rodrygo scored for Madrid
on the hour mark after
Barcelona goalkeeper
Wojciech Szczesny was sent
off early in the second half.
It was the third straight win
for Barcelona in 2025 after it

lost two games in a row to
end last year. 
“The Christmas break helped
us reflect on what we had
done wrong,” Lewandowski
said. “Now we can look
forward to the run of games
that we have until the end of
the season.”
Madrid lost for the first time
after a run of five consecutive
victories. 
“It was a bad night,” Madrid
coach Carlo Ancelotti said.
“It’s a disappointment, we
won’t hide it, but it’s soccer ...
You have to try to learn from
the losses. We have to look
forward to what’s ahead.”
Mbappé had been contained
when the rivals met in
October but scored a superb
goal five minutes into the
match at King Abdullah
Sports City stadium after
picking up the ball just inside
Madrid’s half, running at the
defense and then finding the
net with a clever finish. But
Yamal evened the match with

a nice run in the 22nd and
Lewandowski, who scored
twice in the earlier clasico,

put the Catalans ahead in the
36th. 
Raphinha added goals in the

39th and 48th minutes, while
Balde scored in first-half
stoppage time. 

Rodrygo scored from a free
kick in the 60th after
Szczesny was sent off for a

foul outside the area to stop a
breakaway.
Lewandowski has 26 goals in
27 appearance across all
competitions for Barcelona,
while Raphinha has scored
19 times and Yamal eight.
Barcelona was able to count
on Spain midfielder Dani
Olmo after the Spanish
government stepped in to
provisionally allow the club
to register him with the
league.
The final came after Mallorca
fans said they were harassed
by local men who support
Madrid after Thursday’s
semifinal. Two wives of
Mallorca players said they
were groped.
The Spanish Super Cup has
become a moneymaker for
the federation and
competing clubs since the
federation struck a deal in
2019 to hold it in Saudi
Arabia.
ATLETICO’S RECORD
Atletico Madrid set a club

all-time record of 14 straight
victories with a 1-0 win over
Osasuna on Sunday and went
top of the Spanish league at
the halfway stage.
Julián Álvarez scored in the
55th minute at the
Metropolitano stadium to
give Atletico the milestone
victory and a one-point lead
over second-place Madrid.
Diego Simeone’s team has a
six-point gap to third-place
Barcelona.
Atletico has won all of its
matches across all
competitions since October.
Its last setback was a 1-0 loss
at Real Betis in the Spanish
league on Oct. 27. Eight of
the victories have come in
the league.
“It’s an important streak to
show the growth of this club,”
Simeone said. “We have been
working really hard.”
It was the seventh
consecutive league game
without a win for Osasuna,
which is in 11th place.

Barcelona thrashes Real Madrid 5-2 to win Spanish Super Cup final 

PTI n SYDNEY

Pat Cummins was on
Monday named captain of

Australia for next month’s
Champions Trophy while
fellow pacer Josh Hazlewood
too was included in the squad
despite lingering injury
concerns surrounding both
players.
Cummins was managing an
ankle injury throughout the
recent Border-Gavaskar
Trophy against India, which
played a part in him missing
the upcoming tour to Sri
Lanka along with the pacer
wanting to stay back at home
to welcome his second baby.
“I don’t really have any more
information than what I shared
when we announced the Test
squad (for Sri Lanka series) a
few days ago,” said Chair of
Selectors George Bailey.
“I believe he’s had the scan, I

have no idea what the scan
said. But we want to give him a
little bit of space at the back
end of the Border-Gavaskar;
obviously baby pending.
“We’ll work through that with
Pat and obviously the selection
panel and the medical team ...
But I know he’s very keen,” he
added.
Hazlewood, side lined from
the Melbourne and Sydney
Tests due to a calf niggle, was
similarly not picked for the Sri
Lanka series but has been
named in the preliminary 15-
player Champions Trophy
squad.
Under ICC guidelines,
Australia needed to name a
squad by Monday, but can
change it for injuries at any
time before the tournament
starts.
The Aussies, a two-time
winners in the event and the
reigning ODI world

Cummins, Hazlewood
in Australia CT squad
despite injury concerns

PTI n NEW DELHI

It is needless to compare
two generations of players

and pass a judgement on who
was better, legendary
cricketer Kapil Dev said on
Monday and refused to get
into a debate if BCCI
selectors were right in
excluding Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Rishabh Pant from the
T20I squad for the five-match
series against England.
Kapil bowled nearly 300
overs during the 1991-92 Test
series against Australia and in
the same rubber he became
the first Indian to take 400
wickets in the traditional
format apart from
contributing with the bat in
the team’s cause.
India pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah could not bowl in
the second innings of the
fifth Border-Gavaskar Test
recently because of back
spasms. India lost the five-
match series 1-3. The 31-
year-old Bumrah bowled
more than 150 overs and
emerged the highest wicket-
taker on both sides with 32
scalps.
“Please don’t compare. You
cannot compare one
generation with another. That
is not required. Today, players
are scoring 300 runs in a day.
It didn’t happen during our
time. So don’t compare the
two (generations),” said Kapil
during an event hosted by the
Professional Golf Tour of
India (PGTI) of which he is
the president.
The 1983 World Cup-

winning skipper also added
that one should not question
the judgement of the selectors
as they would have arrived at
the decision to not play
Jaiswal and Pant after giving
it a thought.
The two cricketers played all
five Tests during the gruelling
Australia series, with Jaiswal
(391) emerging the second-
highest run-getter, second
only to Travis Head (448).
Asked if it was the right
decision to drop two for the
home series, Kapil said, “How
can I comment on the
judgement of others? I think
the selectors would have
though about it.” 
“So, if I say something it
would be criticising them. I
don’t want to criticise them.
They (selectors) are a group
of people who must have
planned and thought about
that.”

With batting stalwarts Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli
dishing out below-par
performances in Australia,
and talks of whether it’s time
for them to retire swirling,
Kapil said the decision should
be left to them.
“They are very big players.
Let’s hope when they think
it’s the right time to play,
when they think it’s not, they
will call it off,” said Kapil, in
response to a question
whether they should be there
for the Test series in England
later this year.
With Bumrah taking over the
captaincy from Rohit in the
fifth BGT Test at Sydney and
talks on whether he should be
given a long stint to prove
himself going forward, Kapil
said, “If he has been given the
opportunity (to lead the
side), then give him some
time also.”

You cannot compare one generation of
cricketers with another, says Kapil Dev

PTI n MELBOURNE

Coco Gauff had a little
difficulty adjusting to the

sun at one end of Rod Laver
Arena and dropped an early
service game but quickly
settled into a rhythm to start
her Australian Open with a 6-
3, 6-3 win Monday over 2020
champion Sofia Kenin.
Third-seeded Gauff won the
title at the WTA Finals last
November and started this
season by helping the U.S. To
victory at the United Cup last
week, a run that gives her a
chance to move atop the
rankings.
The 2023 U.S. Open
champion is wearing a
Marvel-inspired bodysuit and
skirt at Melbourne Park and
she’s radiating confidence and
calm.
“I knew going in it was going
to be difficult, but you know
I’m happy with how I played,”
she said of the 1-hour, 20-
minute win over Kenin, who
at No. 81 is a much tougher
opponent than her ranking
suggests.
“I mean (I) could serve better,
but like on that side I was
struggling to see the ball,”
Guaff said, pointing to one
baseline on the main show
court that was bathed in sun.
“So I’m just happy that I was
able to manage through that.”
Another 20-year-old
American, Alex Michelsen,
produced the biggest win of
his young career with a 7-5, 6-
3, 2-6, 6-4 first-round upset of

2023 Australian runner-up
Stefanos Tsitsipas.
Michelsen’s three booming
service returns in the ninth
game of the fourth set helped
him earn a vital break against
the 11th-seeded Tsitsipas and,
after shaking off jitters on his
own serve, he closed out for
his first ever victory over a
player ranked in the top 20.
Gauff went into her opening
round on a streak of winning
33 matches against players
ranked outside the Top 50,
dating to a loss to Kenin at
Wimbledon 2023.
It was tough going early, with
Gauff converting an early
break before Kenin got back
on serve at 2-2, hitting deep
ground strokes and getting
good bounce off the hard
court. But Gauff, who had five
aces and four double-faults in
her first two service games,
lifted her tempo, started
taking the ball earlier and
won four of the next five
games. She finished the match
with 12 aces and nine double-

faults, and saved seven of the
eight breakpoints she faced.
She also had 28 winners,
including two rifling
backhands on key points in
the second set, and 13
unforced errors.
The draw presented another
tough trip to Australia for
Kenin. It was the third
straight year Kenin faced a
Grand Slam champion in the
first round in Australia, and
her fourth consecutive first-
round exit here.
Guaff will next play Jodie
Burrage of Britain. Also
advancing from early matches
were No. 12 Diana Shnaider,
No. 23 Magdalena Frech and
No. 25 Liudmila Samsonova.
After a stop-start Day 1 on
Sunday, including more than
six hours of rain, Monday’s
packed program also includes
matches for 10-time
Australian Open champion
Novak Djokovic, defending
champion Jannik Sinner,
Carlos Alcaraz, and women’s
No.

Gauff starts her Australian Open with a
straight-sets win over Sofia Kenin

PTI n JOHANNESBURG

South Africa on Monday included Lungi Ngidi
and Anrich Nortje in the Temba Bavuma-led

squad for next month’s Champions Trophy after
the pacers recovered sufficiently from their
respective injuries. 
Nortje sustained an injury on his big toe last
month which ruled him out of the series against
Pakistan while a groin strain in November forced
Ngidi to miss the series against Sri Lanka and
Pakistan. 
South Africa, the semifinalists of the 2023 ODI
World Cup, are placed in group B of the
Champions Trophy, 
They will start their campaign against
Afghanistan in Karachi on February 21 before
meeting Australia in Rawalpindi on February 25
and their final group game is against England on
March 1.
However, frontline pacer Gerald Coetzee was not
picked because of the groin injury that he suffered
during the first Test against Sri Lanka in Durban
last year. 
Subsequently, he missed the second Test at
Gqerberha and the entire home rubber against
Pakistan. 
Pacer Nandre Burger, who suffered a a lumbar
stress reaction, ahead of the ODI series against
Ireland in early October too was not considered
for selection. 
However, the Proteas trusted the improving
fitness of all-rounder Wiaan Mulder, who broke
his middle finger in the series against Sri 
Lanka, but he played in the second Test against
Pakistan after the physios gave the green signal. 
Keshav Maharaj and Tabraiz Shamsi are the
specialist spinners, who will be assisted by Aiden
Markram’s part-time off-spin. 

SA include Ngidi,
Nortje in CT squad


