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STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Light to moderate rain
lashed out in parts of

Delhi and the national
Capital region on Saturday
evening leading to traffic
jams and cold wave
conditions. The instant rain
triggered traffic congestion at
key routes in Delhi at the
peak hours, frustrating
commuters. ISBT Kashmiri
Gate, ITO, Mehrauli
Badarpur road, Anand Vihar
road, Chirag Dilli, Dhaula
Kuan, Sainik Farm, Azad
Market road, Karol Bagh,
Peeragarhi Road, New
Rohtak Road are among
those stretches that witnessed
traffic jams during the peak
hours in the evening. The
weather department forecasts
that weather is expected to
remain the same on Sunday. 
The minimum temperature

was recorded a low of 7.7
degrees Celsius.  Meanwhile,
moderate to dense fog
continued to blanket parts of
Delhi and its adjoining areas
on Saturday, prompting the
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGI) to issue multiple

advisories overnight, asking
passengers to contact airline
concerned to be updated
about flight status. According
to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), dense to
very dense fog conditions
likely to continue over North,

East and Northeast India
during next 2- 5 days.
According to the weather
department, Safdarjung
observed minimum visibility
of 50 metre from 12.30 am to
1.30 am which improved
thereafter becoming 200
metre and continues to
remain so 7.30 am. The
humidity was 100 per cent
during the day.
In comparison to recent days,
early morning temperatures
have dipped between 8 and 11
degrees Celsius, highlighting
the ongoing cold conditions.
The maximum temperature
settled as 17 degrees Celsius,

three notches below the
season’s average, the IMD
said. Parts of the national
capital, including the Central
Delhi area, received light rain.
Forty-five trains were delayed
as a thick layer of fog engulfed
the city in the morning,
reducing visibility which
impacted train operations,
officials said.
In its advisory, the IMD has
cautioned that dense fog may
affect some airports, highways
and railway routes in the areas
of met- sub-division. It has
advised travellers to be careful
while driving or outing
through any transport.
“Unless taken precautionary
measures, it may lead to some
road traffic collisions,” it said.
The weather department also
stated there are chances of
tripping of power lines in the
very dense fog routes.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
RANCHI/DHANBAD

The principal of a private
school in Jharkhand’s

Dhanbad district was accused
of ordering 80 girls of class 10
to remove their shirts for
writing messages on them,
prompting the administration
to initiate an inquiry, an
official said on Saturday. The
girls were allegedly forced to
return home in their blazers
without shirts beneath.
The incident took place in a
prestigious school in
Digwadih under Jorapokhar
police station area on Friday,
Dhanbad Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Madhvi
Mishra said. The parents
complained to the DC that

class 10 students, after
completing their examination,
were celebrating ‘pen day’ by
writing messages on each
others’ shirts.
The principal objected to the
celebration and asked the
students to remove their shirts,
even though they sought an
apology. All students were sent
back home in their blazers
without the shirts, the parents
told the DC.
“Several guardians lodged

complaints against the
principal. We also talked to
some of the victim girls. The
administration has taken the
matter seriously. A committee
has been set up to investigate
the matter,” Mishra said.
The committee consists of the
sub-divisional magistrate,
district education officer,
district social welfare officer
and the sub-divisional police
officer. Action would be taken
on the basis of the probe
panel’s report, the DC said.
Jharia MLA Ragini Singh also
accompanied the parents to
the DC’s office on Saturday
when they lodged the
complaints against the
principal. Singh described the
incident as “shameful and
unfortunate”.

Yogi urges unity at
Ram Temple event

Mushrooms bring `20 Lakh profit,
inspiration for Gurugram farmers

MVA rift grows as Shiv Sena (UBT)
announces independent poll strategy

Principal orders 80 schoolgirls
to remove shirts as punishment

BJP SLAMS AAP FOR `2,026 CR LIQUOR SCAM
RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Aleaked report of the
Comptroller and
Auditor General

(CAG) on the now-scrapped
excise policy of the Delhi
government flagged several
“lapses” in the policy and
claimed Rs 2,002.68 crore loss
to the exchequer. This figure
was put out for the first time
to show the impact of the
alleged liquor scam.  The
document of the
government’s auditor that has
exposed the liquor scam is
named, “Report of the CAG
on Performance Audit on
Regulation and Supply of
Liquor in Delhi.” The report
has not been tabled in the
Delhi Assembly so far.  After
the leak, the  Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) launched a
scathing attack on the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)
government.
According to a leaked report
of the CAG on Performance
Audit on Regulation and

Supply of liquor in Delhi,
some retailers surrendered
their licenses before the
policy expired, and the
government did not re-tender
them which led to the loss of
Rs 890 crores. It said that the
government made
exemptions for zonal
licensees, which caused a loss
of Rs 941 crores. For the
purpose of retail vends, Delhi
was divided into 32 zones
(containing 849 vends) whose
licenses were granted to 22
entities through tendering.
Whereas during the old
policy, 377 retail vends were
run by four Government
Corporations and 262 retail
vends were run by the private
individuals.  The report
revealed a loss of revenue to
the tune of Rs 144 crore
owing to irregular grant of
waiver on account of COVID-
19 to zonal licenses. It also
revealed that incorrect
collection of security deposit
from zonal licenses leading to
loss of revenue of around Rs

27 crore.
Citing the leaked CAG report,
BJP MP Anurag Thakur on
Saturday claimed the Delhi
Excise Policy scam is worth
Rs 2,026 crore and accused
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal of misleading Delhi
residents. Thakur told a press

conference the CAG report
has arrived at 10 major
findings about the policy,
which was scrapped by the
AAP government amid a row,
asserting that former chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal will
have to answer the questions
it has raised. “He will have to
say who pocketed rhe money,”

Thakur said, alleging that
Kejriwal is the kingpin of the
scam.
BJP president J P Nadda
claimed the CAG report has
exposed intentional lapses,
leading to a loss of Rs 2,026
crore to the exchequer.Nadda
said on X, “Intoxicated by
power, high on
misgovernance. ‘AAP’DA
model of loot in full display
and that too on something
like liquor.” He said it is just a
matter of a few weeks before
the AAP government is voted
out and punished for its
misdeeds.” The CAG Report
on ‘Liquorgate’ exposes
@ArvindKejriwal and
@AamAadmiParty Gov.
Intentional ‘Lapses’ in Policy
Implementation. Rs 2026 Cr
Loss to Exchequer money,” he
alleged.
Asked about the BJP
allegations, AAP Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh said,
“Where is the report? The BJP
itself keeps saying no CAG
report has been tabled.” AAP

leader Priyanka Kakkar on
Saturday accused the BJP of
fabricating false allegations
against the Delhi government
and dismissed the party’s
claims about a CAG report as
“manufactured and baseless.”
Kakkar alleged during a press
conference here that the
report presented by the BJP
was not authentic and had
neither been seen by key
stakeholders, including the
chief minister and the LG, nor
listed on the CAG’s official
website.
“The report they are showing
is fake and manufactured in
their office. It holds no
credibility. This is the same
strategy the BJP uses
repeatedly to mislead people
with false allegations,” Kakkar
said.Referring to previous
allegations levelled by the BJP,
including those in the liquor
policy case, Kakkar claimed
even the Supreme Court had
dismissed their claims as
baseless.

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

With the opening up of
the 6.4 km long Z-Morh

tunnel, scheduled to be
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
January 13, India is inching
closer to fulfilling its dream of
constructing the strategic
corridor between Srinagar-
Leh to provide all-weather
connectivity and maintain
defence and civil supply lines
in adverse weather
conditions.
After dedicating the first leg

of the corridor to the Nation
on Monday the focus will be
shifted to the timely
completion of the 13.15 km
long Zojila Tunnel.
The Z-Morh tunnel will link
Kangan with Sonamarg, a
famous tourist destination on
the Srinagar-Leh highway. 
The Zojila tunnel will provide
year-round connectivity
between the Kashmir Valley
and Ladakh, which will be
extremely important for the
development of Ladakh, the
promotion of tourism, the
free movement of local goods,

and the movement of Indian
armed forces in case of
emergency.
Currently the average travel
time to cross the Zojila Pass is

three hours. After the
completion of this tunnel, the
travel time will come down to
20 minutes, resulting in fuel
savings.

The total Project cost of the
Zojila tunnel is Rs. 6,809.69
crore. The tentative deadline
for the completion of the
project at an altitude of over
11,000 feet is September-
December 2026.
To welcome the dignitaries
visiting the venue of the Z-
Morh tunnel project the
Union Territory
administration is making
elaborate arrangements. The
security personnel have been
deployed in large numbers to
secure the venue.

PNS n LUCKNOW, KANNAUJ

An under-construction
building at the Kannauj

railway station collapsed on
Saturday afternoon, trapping
around two dozen workers
under the rubble. At least 23
people have been injured in the
incident. Six of them were
pulled out of the debris and
rushed to hospital. The North
Eastern Railway (NER) said it
has constituted a three-
member committee to probe
the incident.
“According to preliminary
information, the incident
occurred when the under-
construction shuttering of the
roof collapsed,” said District
Magistrate (DM) Shubhrant
Kumar Shukl.
Taking cognisance of the
incident, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
directed officials to ensure safe
recovery of those trapped
inside and their proper
medical treatment. State Relief
Commissioner Bhanu
Chandra Goswami is in touch
with the Kannauj district
administration for all possible
help in relief work, state
government officials said.
Teams of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and
the State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) have been
deployed at the site where
frantic efforts are underway to
rescue the workers.
Ambulances have been kept on
standby to provide first aid and
take the injured to hospital.

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The crime branch of Delhi
Police have apprehended

four people for possessing
and dealing with horns of rare
white rhinoceros usually
found in African countries,
valued at Rs three crore in the
international market. As per
the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, greater one-horned
rhino is listed under Schedule
I which prohibits the
capturing, killing, poisoning,
or trapping of wild animals.
Additional Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Sanjay Kumar
Sain, said, the police  received
a tip off about some persons
dealing in illegal trade of
rhinoceros horns and to
unearth the whole nexus, a
policeman was send as a
decoy customer. The  police
have registered an FIR under
relevant sections of BNS at
the Crime branch police
station.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE/
KAMLESH SRIVASTAVA n
AYODHYA:

On the first anniversary of
the consecration of the

Ram Lalla idol at the grand
Ram temple, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath issued a stark
warning about the dangers of
societal divisions.
“If we remain divided by caste
or other ideologies, our
religious places will bear the
consequences, and our sisters
and daughters will suffer,” he
said, urging unity to preserve
the sanctity of India’s spiritual
heritage.
The historic event saw
thousands of devotees
gathering in Ayodhya, which
has been transformed into a
vibrant spiritual epicenter for
the three-day celebrations.
“Pratishtha Dwadashi calls us
to unify as a nation,” CM Yogi
said, recalling Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s message: “If
there is Ram, there is a nation;
if there is a nation, there is
Ram.” He urged citizens to
uphold this principle, linking

faith with national identity.
The anniversary commenced
with CM Yogi performing an
‘abhishek’ of the idol, followed
by the chanting of Vedic
hymns. He emphasized the
need to strengthen Sanatan
values as the foundation for
unity and national integrity.
“The Ramjanmabhoomi
movement reflects the
unwavering resolve of our
ancestors, whose sacrifices
have brought us to this historic
moment,” CM Yogi said,
highlighting the 500-year
struggle to reclaim Lord Ram’s
birthplace. “Today, Ayodhya
feels like Treta Yuga, and in the
coming years, the Ram
Janmabhoomi complex will
emerge as one of the world’s
most magnificent spiritual
centers.” Devotees from across
the country echoed the Chief
Minister’s sentiments. Priya
Sharma, a visitor from Delhi,
said, “Being here feels like
stepping into history. The
energy and devotion in
Ayodhya are unparalleled. It’s
an emotional experience to see
Ram Lalla in his full glory.”

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

In a development that came close on the heels
of its decision to support Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) in the Delhi Assembly polls and which
reflected the widened rift within the
Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) in
Maharashtra, the Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena on Saturday announced that it would
contest the forthcoming local body in the state
independently.   
A day after he questioned the very relevance of
the Opposition INDIA bloc at the national
level, Shiv Sena (UBT) MP and spokesperson
Sanjay Raut dropped a bombshell by saying that
his party would go it alone in the local body
polls.   
Talking to media persons, Raut said: “As already
indicated by our party president Uddhav
Thackeray, from Nagpur to Mumbai we will
contest all the municipal corporation polls
independently. Let’s see what happens. We will
get to know our party’s strength across the
state”.
“If we are to contest the polls as an alliance,
when will our party workers get an opportunity
to contest the polls? If our workers don’t get a
chance to fight polls, it will affect the party’s
growth. If we are to contest the municipal
corporation, Zilla Parishad and Nagar
Panchayat polls, our party will be
strengthened,” Raut said.
However, the Congress and NCP (Sharad
Pawar) have not yet come out with a formal
statement on the decision of their alliance
partner -- the Shiv Sena (UBT) -to contest the
forthcoming local body polls independently.
NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar, reacting to the
Sena (UBT)’s decision to support the AAP in
the Delhi Assembly polls, had expressed serious
concerns that the Uddahv Thackeray-led party’s

decision might have a negative impact on the
prospects of the prospects of all three MVA
partners in the polls. 
Raut’s statement appeared to be in line with the
stand taken by the Shiv Sena (UBT) on Friday,
when he had indirectly slammed the Congress
for its failure to keep the INDIA bloc together,
and also questioned the very relevance of the all
Opposition front at the national level.
“We fought the Lok Sabha elections together,
we got good results. After that it was the
responsibility of all of us, especially Congress,
to keep the INDIA alliance alive, sit together
and guide the way forward. But till now not a
single such meeting has taken place after the
Lok Sabha elections. This is not right,” Raut had
said.
“Leaders like Omar Abdullah, Mamta Banerjee,
Akhilesh Yadav and Arvind Kejriwal have said
that the INDIA bloc is no longer in existence. If
people have begun to nurse such doubts, I
would say the biggest party in the alliance -
Congress — is responsible for this. There is no
coordination, there is no discussion. This
means that there are serious doubts in the
minds of the people whether everything is fine
in the INDIA alliance or not... If this alliance
breaks once, then the INDIA alliance will not
be formed again,” Raut had said.

SANJAY KUMAR MEHRA n
GURUGRAM

Asmall time farmer of
Gurugram has now

become a source of inspiration
for several farmers in the
Delhi NCR for his
‘mushrooming’ business that
has served him rich monetary
harvest. Prahlad Singh of
Daboda village in Gurugram
now earns a profit of Rs 20
lakh annually from mushroom
farm production.
Prahlad Singh told that earlier
he was producing millet and
wheat as traditional farming in
which the income was
becoming negligible and the
profit was also decreasing day
by day due to increased
expenditure and less
production. In such a
situation, inspiration was
taken from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ideas of
doubling the income and
emphasizing on commercial
farming using modern
technology.
“If the farmer becomes
modern and moves towards
commercial farming, then
along with doubling the
income of the farmer, the face
of agriculture and horticulture
in the area will also change,”
Prahlad said. Gurugram ADC
Hitesh Kumar Meena visited
the village mushroom

production unit of Prahlad
Singh on Saturday.
After collecting information
from District Horticulture
Officer Neha Yadav, a plan was
chalked out to set up a
mushroom production unit by
taking advantage of the
schemes of the department. A
complete setup prepared in
about 8 kanal area costing
about Rs 40 lakh was
completed.
While the farmer got 40
percent subsidy by the District
Horticulture Department he
also took a loan from bank for
the remaining amount. The
farmer told that he has set up a
compost unit and four
production units with
government help.
A production cycle of 90 days
runs in each production unit.
Prahlad informed that about
38 to 40 quintals of mushroom
is being produced from one
unit. The wholesale price of
mushroom in the market is
around Rs 140 to 150 per kg.

Due to which all four units are
earning Rs 20 to 22 lakh as net
profit after deducting all the
expenses in the whole year.
Prahlad Singh said that most
of the wholesalers in the area
are coming to the farms and
taking mushrooms. Due to
this they do not even need to
go to the market. He told that
he is currently trying to get
direct deals with other big
food establishments in
Gurugram and NCR.
“The horticulture department
is ready to provide them all
possible help. Under the
departmental scheme, the
maximum unit cost of
mushroom compost and a
mushroom production unit
has been fixed at Rs 20 lakh by
the Horticulture Department,
Haryana in the district. In
which 40 percent amount will
be given in the form of grant in
General category and 85
percent amount in Scheduled
Caste category,” said district
government official. 

Building collapses
at Kannauj railway
station, 23 injured

Four arrested
for rhino horn
trade in Delhi

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath during the ‘Pratishtha-Dwadashi’
programme, marking the first anniversary of the consecration of the Ram Lalla idol
at the Ram temple, in Ayodhya PTI 

Rescue operation underway after an
under-construction building collapsed
at the Kannauj railway station PTI

Strategic Z-morh tunnel in Valley tomorrow

A juggler with monkeys sits around a bonfire on a cold winter day PTI

BJP leader Anurag Thakur addresses a press conference at the party headquarters,
in New Delhi PTI 

WEATHER
AQI 277
MAX 17°C(-3)
MIN 7.7°C(+0.3)

IMD warns of dense fog, rain, traffic disruptions in Delhi
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I, Gayatri Devi Wife of Late 

Sh.Girja Singh Resident of House 

No 1169/A, Sector 35-B, 

Chandigarh inform my son Jitin 

and his wife Reena Kumari are 

out of my control. I disown them 

from my all moveable and 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

deal with them will do at their own 

Risk. 

I, Shashi Bala W/o Sh. Satbir 

Singh, R/o Village Bhalsi, Tehsil 

Madlouda, Distt. Panipat, declare 

that my son Vijay and his wife 

Kumari Rama are out of my 

control. So I disown them from my 

movable/immovable properties. If 

anybody deals with them shall do 

at their own risk in future. 

I, Sanjeev Kumar S/o Sh 

Daya Nand, R/o House No. 250, 

near Kheda Mandir, Ramgarh, 

Panchkula, Tehsil & Distt. 

Panchkula and now residing at 

House No. 1002, Sector-28, 

Panchkula, Tehsil & Distt. 

Panchkula, Haryana, declared 

that my daughter Palak is out of 

my control, so I Disown her from 

my moveable - immovable 

properties, anybody dealing with 

her at their own risk. 

I, No. JC-371941W Ex Sub 

Maj Satpal Singh S/o Sh. Phool 

Singh R/o H.No. 27, Ward No. 09, 

Vishal Nagar Extn., Rohtak - 

124001 (Haryana) declare that my 

daughter name Kajal is wrongly 

mentioned in my Army record. But 

my daughter correct & actual 

name is Kajal Rani. Vide affidavit 

dated 11.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Rohtak. 

I, Sanjana Rani W/o Sh. Anil 

Kumar R/o A-131 T.D.I City, Near 

Toll Plaza Panipat declare that I 

have changed my Name From 

Sanjana Rani to Sanjana Goel 

and change my Address H.no-

299-L model Town Panipat to 

H.No. A-131 T.DI City Near Toll 

Plaza Panipat, Haryana. In future 

I should be Known as Sanjana 

Goel. 

I, Promila, W/o Sh. Naresh 

Kumar, R/o Village Kakoda, Tehsil 

Israna, Distt. Panipat, declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Promila to Parmila Devi, for all 

future purposes. 

I Hitherto Known As Rinku 

S/O Narayan Residing At Near 

Reliance Towar, Mitnol (84), 

Palwal, Haryana-121105 Have 

Changed My Name And I Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Mahesh. 

It Is Certified That I Have 

Complied With Other Legal 

Requirements In This Connection. 

I Rajeev Bhardwaj s/o Shri 

Lakhan Singh Bhardwaj R/O # 

3113 Sector 22-D Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Rajeev Bhardwaj to Rajeev 

Kumar Bhardwaj. 

I, hereby known as Anu W/o 

Nirmal Singh, R/o Nirmal Hospital, 

Camp, Opp. Main Bazar, Camp 

Radaur Road, Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Anu 

Beniwal. 

I, Sonu Kumar S/o Mahinder 

Singh R/o Vill.-haldari gujar(95), 

Po. khadri, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my minor daughter's 

name from Priyangna to 

Pryangna. 

I, Sonu Kumar S/o Mahinder 

Singh R/o Vill.-haldari gujar(95), 

Po. khadri, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my  minor son's name 

from Viren to Viren Choudhary. 

I Rajpal s/o Ranjeet Singh r/o 

janak garden near girudawara 

near janak garden Batra colony 

distt panipat declare in my son 

matriculation marksheet my name 

is Raj pal and other documents 

my name is Rajpal and Rajpal and 

Raj pal both are my name all 

concerned noted. 

I, Meenal Arora  D/o Sh 

Rajender Arora R/o H. No. 1509 

Progressive Enclave Sector 50-B 

Chandigarh have  changed my 

name from Meenal to Meenal 

Arora. 

I, Veena Rani Arora D/o Late 

Sh Didar Chand and W/o Rajinder 

Arora R/o H. No. 1509 

Progressive Enclave Sector 50-B 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name after marriage from Veena 

Rani  to Veena Rani Arora. 

I, Ashok Jain S/o Late 

Maharaj Pershad R/o # 686, B-

road, opposite Dental Clinic, 

Sector 11, Panchkula Pin - 

134112 have changed my name 

from Ashok Jain to Ashok Kumar 

Jain. 

I, Sanjeev Tandon S/o Late 

Phool Singh R/o # 2815, Sector 

15, Panchkula have changed my 

name from Sanjeev Kumar to 

Sanjeev Tandon. 

I, Kiran Kumari W/o Prem 

Kumar Seth R/o 26, Mall Avenue, 

Mall Road, Near Ram Ashram 

School, Amritsar has changed my 

name from Kiran Kumari to Kiran. 

I Darshna Devi W/o Ram 

Niwas R/o H.No. 401, Opp. 

Raghunath Mandir, Sadar Bazar 

Karnal have changed my name 

from  Geeta alias Darshna Devi to 

Darshna Devi. 

I, Naginder Sharma S/o 

Sibban Sharma, R/o 2226, Sector 

52, Chandigarh, have changed 

my name from Naginder sharma 

S/o Sibban Sharma to Nagender 

Sharma S/o Shibban Sharma 

I, Ram Kishan S/o Kashi Lal 

Aggarwal R/o 196, Sector 17, 

Panchkula, Haryana, have 

changed my name to Ram Kishan 

Aggarwal. 

I, Kusam Lata W/o Jagdish 

Rai R/o 196, Sector 17, 

Panchkula, Haryana, have 

changed my name to Kusum 

Rani. 

I Sukh Devi W/o Sh. Ishwar 

Singh R/o Village Rattandera, 

Tehsil Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra have declared that 

my name is Sukh Devi in my 

Aadhar Card, Voter Card, Family 

ID etc. documents and my name 

is Laxmi in my birth certificate. 

Both these names are mine and I 

am the same woman with both 

these names. All concerned 

please note. 

I, Aman Dogra s/o Ajit 

Dogra r/o #1200, Sector-5, Urban 

Estate, Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from Aman 

Dogra to Amandeep Dogra. 

I Vishal Chauhan son of 

Late Shri Pardeep resident of 

Choti Market, Valmiki Basti, 

Model Town Tehsil and District 

Karnal declare that I have 

changed my name from Vishal to 

Vishal Chauhan. My surname is 

Chauhan. My date of birth in my 

Aadhar card and birth certificate 

is correct i.e. 23/04/2006. 

I Hitherto Known As Sunder 

W/O Mukhtyare Residing At 

Gandhra(44), Rohtak, Haryana-

124501 Have Changed My Name 

And I Shall Hereafter Be Known 

As Roshni. It Is Certified That I 

Have Complied With Other Legal 

Requirements In This 

Connection. 

I, Kapil S/o Raghubir R/o 

V.P.O Kaliyana (145) Distt 

Charkhi Dadri 127306 have 

changed my name from Kapil S/o 

Raghubir to Kapil Jangra S/o 

Raghubir Singh 

I, Sachin S/o Raghuvir R/o 

V.P.O Kaliyana (145) Distt 

Charkhi Dadri 127306 have 

changed my name from Sachin 

S/o Raghuvir to Sachin Jangra 

S/o Raghubir Singh 

I, Naveen S/O Ravinder 

Kumar R/O H.No-6/8, New 

Aadarsh Nagar, Near Hanuman 

Mandir, Krishna Colony, Bhiwani, 

Haryana-127021 have changed 

my name to Naveen Kamra. 

I, Ritu Alias Ritu Katyal Alias 

Ritu Bala W/O Rajinder Kumar 

R/O House No.B-1, 1044 

Bindraban Road, Near Shiv 

Mandir, Akash Puri Civil Line, 

Ludhiana, Punjab-141001 have 

changed my name to Ritu Bala. 

I, Rajwinder Kaur D/o Jagir 

Singh R/o Village Kaler Bala Pai, 

Tehsil Baba Bakala Sahib, Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab have changed 

my name from Rajwinder Kaur to 

Rajbir Kaur. 

I, Harvinder Kaur W/o Sewa 

Singh R/o Bhullar Hans, Amritsar, 

Punjab-143504 have changed 

my name from Harvinder Kaur to 

Sukhwinder Kaur. 

I, Jaswinder Kaur W/o 

Balvir Singh R/o Moh. Tibba 

Sahib St. No. 12, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 

my name from Balwinder Kaur to 

Jaswinder Kaur & also change 

my date of birth from 10 Aug 

1970 to 10 Oct 1971. Concerned 

note. 

I, Smt. Amerjit Kour W/o 

JC-579967K Late Sub (Hony Lt) 

Gurdev Ram R/o VPO Hariana 

Tehsil & Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

have changed the name of my 

daughter from Pareeti Devi to 

Preety Devi.  

I Hitherto Known As 

Kanchan Kalra W/O Narinder 

Kalra, R/O House No. 3304/C, 

Near Ganesh Mandir, Ward No. 

12, Rajpura, Distt. Patiala-

140401, Punjab, Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Babita Rani. It Is 

Certified That I Have Complied 

With Other Legal Requirements 

In This Connection. 

I Charanjeet Singh Turke 

S/O Avtar Singh Turke R/O H.No. 

622, Guru Nanak Nagar, Rajpura, 

Distt. Patiala, Have Changed My 

Minor Son's Name From Yudhvir 

Singh To Yudhvir (Given Name) 

Singh (Surname). 

I Daljit Singh S/O Hardeep 

Singh S/O Vill Umra Nangal Po 

And Tehsil Baba Bakala Distt 

Amritsar Rural Punjab I Have 

Changed My Name From Daljit 

Singh To Daljeet Singh. 

I Aarti Kochar D/O Vilayat 

Raj Chopra R/O House No. 533 

A/R Model Town Karnal Have 

Changed My Name From Arti To 

Aarti Kochar. In Future I Should 

Be Known And Identified As Aarti 

Kochar. 

I, Ranjit Singh S/O Dina 

Nath R/O Vpo Budhabar Teh 

Mukerian, Hoshiarpur, Punjab, 

Have Changed My Minor 

Daughter Name From Kanchan 

Kumari To Kanchana Kumari. 

I Yash Paul S/O Nar Singh 

Dass R/O Vpo Kunjpura Tehsil 

And Distt. Karnal, Haryana, 

Declared That Yash Paul And 

Yash Pall Is One And The Same 

Person. All  Noted 

I Vishali W/O Vishwas 

Kumar R/O Mcb-Z-2/09310, St. 

No. 2, Ajit Road, Bathinda, Have 

Changed My Name From Vishali 

To Vaishali. 

I, Marshal Thithio Son Of 

Sh. Philip Thithio Resident Of 

House No. 2561, Sector 35d 

Chandigarh, Have Changed My 

Name From Marshal S/O Khalif 

To Marshal Thithio S/O Sh. Philip 

Thithio. 

I Amandeep Kaur  W/O 

Jagroop Singh Village  

Mehsampur Kalan  Tehsil Baba 

Bakala Distt Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Amandeep Kaur Brar To 

Amandeep Kaur. 

I, Ajay S/o Sh. Anil Kumar 

R/o H.No. 203, VPO Bhigan, 

Distt. Sonipat, Haryana have 

changed my name to Ajay Kumar 

for all future purposes.  

I, Rekha Rani W/o Deepak 

Singla R/o Gulab Colony Uklana, 

Distt. Hisar declare that I have 

changed my name from Rekha 

Rani to Rekha for all future 

purpose. 

I, Ganesh  S/o Manoj Kumar 

R/o VPO Sotha, Distt. Hisar 

Haryana 125039 declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Ganesh to  Dinesh Chahal  for all 

future purpose. 

I, hitherto Known as Seema 

Rani Wife of Sant Ram residing 

at Village Sarwari Upari Post 

Office Khadyad Tehsil Kotli 

District Mandi-175003 Himachal 

Pradesh have changed my name 

and Shall hereafter be known as 

Ahlya Devi 

I, hitherto Known as Gurpreet 

Singh Mangat  Son of Tarsem 

Singh residing at Ward No.2, New 

Grain Market, Block Dhariwal 

Tehsil and District Gurdaspur-

143519 Punjab have changed my 

name and Shall hereafter be 

known as Gurpreet Singh. 

I, No.15571446N Hav Yadav 

Jayant Bharat R/o 270 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 Apo have changed my 

Son’s name from Aditya to Aditya 

Jayant Yadav Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB96126864480158X 

Dt.09.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, No.15571446N Hav Yadav 

Jayant Bharat R/o 270 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 Apo have changed my 

Son’s name from Aryan to Aryan 

Jayant Yadav Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB96126933601236X 

Dt.09.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Bharamani Nilajakar father 

of No.JC-357303M Nb Sub 

Mahadev Nilajkar R/o Village 

Jalage Post office Karambal Tehsil 

Khanpur District Belgaum 

Karnataka-591302 have changed 

my name from Bharmani to 

Bharamani Nilajakar Vide Affidavit 

No.IN-PB961264342592257X 

Dt.09.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Lakshmi Vishu Maragaje 

mother of No.JC-354725M Sub 

Margaje Dattatray Vishnu R/o 

Village Nere Tehsil Bhor District 

Pune Maharashtra have changed 

my name from Laxmi to Lakshmi 

Vishnu Maragaje Vide Affidavit 

No.IN-PB96127895765996X 

Dt.09.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Bharat Vinayak Yadav 

Father of No.15571446N Hav 

Yadav Jayant Bharat R/o Post 

Bhutashte Tehsil Madha District 

Solapur-413208 have changed 

my name from Bharat V Yadav to 

Bharat Vinayak Yadav Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB96126036020683X 

Dt.09.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Mahananda Bharat Yadav 

mother of No. 15571446N Hav 

Yadav Jayant Bharat R/o Post 

Bhutashte Tehsil Madha District 

Solapur-413208 have changed 

my name from Maha Nanda to 

Mahananda Bharat Yadav Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB96125776893025X 

Dt.09.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Sumitra Nilajakar mother 

of No.JC-357303M Nb Sub 

Mahadev Nilajakar R/o Village 

Jalage Post office Karambal 

Tehsil Khanapur District Belgaum 

Karnataka-591302 have changed 

my name from Sumitra to Sumitra 

Nilajakar Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB96126510809592X 

Dt.09.01.2025 before Notary 

Public Amrisar 

I, Payal W/o Deepak Arora 

R/o 47 A/10 Dlamya Lane Mall 

Road District Amritsar have 

changed my name from Payal to 

Payal Arora 

I, Nikita D/o Ravinder Paul 

R/o H.No.242 Dashmesh Avenue 

Naushera Khurd Near Cold Store 

Majitha Road Amritsar have 

changed my name from Nikita to 

Given name Nikita Surname Paul. 

I, Aarti W/o Dharamvir Singh 

R/o H No. 6093/1, Shabad Villa, 

Jandiala Guru Distt Amritsar have 

changed my name from Aarti to 

Arti. 

I, Harjit Singh S/o Mahinder 

Singh R/o Village Kirtangarh 

Thande PO Fatahpur District 

Amritsar have declare that Harjit 

is my Given name and Singh is 

my Surname 

I, Kanwardeep Singh S/o 

Apar Singh R/o H.No.D-240, D 

Block Ranjit Avenue, Amritsar 

have changed my son’s name 

from Prathambir Singh to 

Prathambir Singh Sidhu. 

I,  Jagmohan  Singh   S/o  

Surjeet  Singh   R/o.H.No.56,  

Sant  Mishra Singh Colony 

TarnTaran Road Amritsar have 

Changed my name to Jagmohan  

is my given Name  and Singh  is 

my surname 

I,  Paramjit Kaur  W/o  

Karamjit Singh resident of 72-B, 

Bhai Manjh Road, Mata Ganga Ji 

Nagar, Amritsar, Punjab 143022 

have changed my name from 

Parmjit Kaur to Paramjit Kaur 

I,  Rajat  Kumar  S/o  Vijay  

Kumar   R/o. Main Bazar 

Kahnuwan Gurdaspur- Punjab-

143528  declare  that  in my  LIC  

policy  No.470483999  my date of 

birth  is wrongly mentioned as 21-

8-1998   but my correct  Dob  is 

13-08-1999   

I,  Gurpreet  Singh   S/o  

Harjit Singh Babbar   

R/o.H.No.110, Gali No. 05, 

Krishna Nagar, Near Joura  Fatak 

Amritsar have Changed my name  

to  Gurpreet  Singh Babba. 

I, Pooja Goyal D/o Sh. 

Surinder Kumar Goyal W/o Sh. 

Deepak Kumar R/o H.No-144 

Gali No. 3, near Begu Road, 

Mohanta Garden, Sirsa have 

changed my name to Pooja Garg. 

Concerned note. 

I,  Boby spouse of 

No.3999601k   Rank Hav. Name 

Balwinder Kumar R/O village 

kothe Sadana, tehsil- district 

Gurdaspur (PB)Have changed 

my name from Boby to Darshna. 

Vide affidavit no.PB 964309 

69302342X Dated 10.01.2025. 

I Surinder Sharma (Aadhar 

No. 744525327257) S/o 

Rameshwar Dutt R/o Village 

Unispur, Tehsil Nilokheri, District 

Karnal have changed my name 

from Surinder to Surinder 

Sharma. In future I should be 

known as Surinder Sharma. 

I, Sunny Gupta S/o Shiv 

Poojan R/o Near Navjiwani 

school, Sular Patiala (Punjab) 

declare that Sunny Gupta S/o 

Shiv Poojan & Sunny S/o Shiv 

Pujan both names are of one and 

same person i.e. myself. 

I hitherto known as Sunil 

Kumar Sharma S/o Parmanand 

Sharma R/o House No. 1256 

Sector 13, Hisar, Haryana-

125001 have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Sunil Sharma. 

I, Devinder Kumar S/o Mool 

Chand R/o Village Mubarikpur, 

PO. Malerkotla Tehsil Malerkotla, 

Distt. Sangrur, Pin-148023, 

presently residing at H.No 69, 

New Officers Colony, Patiala, 

Punjab-147001 declare that 

name of my wife has been 

wrongly written as Phulvinder 

Kumari in my PPO No. 

401199300911 and Phalvinder 

Kumari in my Discharge Book, 

The actual name of my wife is 

Phulvinder Rani. 

I, Sativnder Kaur W/o Avtar 

Singh Vill.Gledwa, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name Satwinder Kaur 

I, Narenderjeet Singh S/o 

Avtar Singh Vill.Gledwa, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

given  name Narenderjeet 

Surname  Singh 

I, Amardeep Singh S/o 

Guljar Singh R/o New Diwana, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra have 

changed my given name 

Amardeep Surname Singh 

I, Vikramjit Singh S/O 

Dalwinder Singh R/O H.No.34/10 

Master Colony Gurdaspur. 

Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur, Punjab. 

Have Changed My Minor Son 

Name From Hargun Singh To 

Hargun Given Name And Singh 

Surname. 

I, Ramandeep Kaur W/O 

Jatinder Singh R/O Salimpur 

Afgana, Po- Gurdas Nangal, 

District- Gurdaspur, Punjab. 

Declare That Changed My 

Daughter Name From Manleen 

Kaur To Sukhleen Kaur. 

I, Kamaljit Kaur W/O 

Balwinder Singh R/O Pati 

Sultanpur, Langar Kot, Po- 

Nainakot, Gurdaspur. Punjab. 

Have Changed My Name From 

Kamaljit Kaur To Kanwaljit Kaur. 

I Shelly S/O Charanjit Ram 

R/O Street No.10, Rattan Pura, 

Phagwara, District Kapurthala 

Have Changed My Name From 

Shelly To Shelly Mehra. 

I Gurwinder Singh S/O 

Harjinder Singh R/O Vill. 

Bhattian, P.O Garhdiwala District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Gurvinder 

Singh. 

I Gurmeet Singh S/O 

Kulwant Singh R/O Vill. Machhike 

P.O. Khemkaran Tehsil Patti, 

District Tarn Taran That My Given 

Name As Gurmeet And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I Akashdeep Singh S/O 

Ranjit Singh R/O Vill. Nurwala, 

District Tarn Taran Punjab, 

Declare That My Given Name As 

Akashdeep And My Surname As 

Singh. 

I Inderjit Singh S/O Jaswant 

Singh R/O Vpo. Valtоhа Tehsil 

Patti, District Tarn Taran Punjab 

Declare That My Given Name As 

Inderjit And My Surname As 

Singh. 

I Sukhdev Singh S/O 

Deedar Singh R/O Vill. Baupur 

Kadim, District Kapurthal Punjab, 

Declare That My Given Name As 

Sukhdev And My Surname As 

Singh. 

I Harshdeep Singh S/O 

Jaspal Singh R/O Gali Hansli 

Wali Moh. Guru Ka Khun, Tarn 

Taran That My Given Name As 

Harshdeep And My Surname As 

Singh. 

I, Vishal S/o Sh. Kaliram R/o 

Village Barsola Tehsil and Distt. 

Jind Have Changed My Name 

From  Mandeep To Vishal. In 

future I will be Known as Vishal 

I, Sopan Father of No. JC-

780409Y NB/Sub Karne Sachin 

Sopan resident of Village- 

Pharandwadi, Post- Phaltan, 

Tehsil- Phaltan, District- Satara, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-415523, 

have changed my name & DOB 

from Sopan to Sopan Bapu 

Karne and date of birth from 01 

July 1955 to 01 June 1952 Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB96592598048700X dated 11 

Jan 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Yashoda Mother of No. 

JC-780409Y NB/Sub Karne 

Sachin Sopan resident of Village- 

Pharandwadi, Post- Phaltan, 

Tehsil- Phaltan, District- Satara, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-415523, 

have changed my name & DOB 

from Yashoda to Yashoda Sopan 

Karne and date of birth from 01 

July 1961 to 17 Feb 1957 Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB9696591799510720X dated 

11 Jan 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Army No: 9927601Y 

Rank-Hav Name- Muhammad 

Amin Presently Posted at Unit: 5 

Ladakh Scouts C/o 56 APO 

Permanent Address: ABA PA, 

Chulungkha, Turtok, Leh, Jammu 

and Kashmir-194401 declare that 

I have changed Son’s My Name 

from Shanawaz to Shahnawaz. 

Vide Affidavit No:48AA 

901317,Dated: 11/01/2025 

I, Army No: 9927601Y 

Rank-Hav Name- Muhammad 

Amin Presently Posted at Unit: 5 

Ladakh Scouts C/o 56 APO 

Permanent Address: ABA PA, 

Chulungkha, Turtok, Leh, Jammu 

and Kashmir-194401 declare that 

I have changed My Son Name 

from Shouab Akhtar to Shuyeb 

Akhtar. Vide Affidavit No:48AA 

901319,Dated:11/01/2025 

I, Army No: 9927601Y 

Rank-Hav Name- Muhammad 

Amin Presently Posted at Unit: 5 

Ladakh Scouts C/o 56 APO 

Permanent Address: ABA PA, 

Chulungkha, Turtok, Leh, Jammu 

and Kashmir-194401 declare that 

I have Correct My Son’s Date of 

Birth from 04/08/2009 to 

04/08/2011.Vide Affidavit 

No:48AA 

901318,Dated:11/01/2025 

I, Army No: 9927601Y 

Rank-Hav Name- Muhammad 

Amin Presently Posted at Unit: 5 

Ladakh Scouts C/o 56 APO 

Permanent Address: ABA PA, 

Chulungkha, Turtok, Leh, Jammu 

and Kashmir-194401 declare I 

have Correct My Son’s Date of 

Birth from 16/04/2006 to 

15/08/2007.Vide Affidavit 

No:48AA 901320, 

Dated:11/01/2025 

I, Cenimi Borah is Mother of 

Army No:15339117A Rank:Hav 

Name-Diganta Borah Presently 

Posted at Unit: 57 Engr Regt C/o 

56 APO Permanent Address: 

Village: Uttar Chang Chaki, 

Post:Dakhin Chang Chaki, 

Dist:Nagaon, State:Assam-

782426 declare that I have 

changed my name from Cenimi 

Borah To Chenimai Bora. Vide 

Affidavit No:48AA 901316, 

Dated:11/01/2025 

I, Rajbala is Mother of Army 

No-4209098H Rank- Sep Name-

Arun Kumar Presently Posted At 

Unit: 11 Kumaon, Champion Coy 

Permanent Address: Bichhala, 

Bichhala, Alwar, Rajasthan-

301411 declare that I have 

changed my name from Rajbala 

To Rajbala Devi 

I, Ram Nandani Devi is 

legally Wedded Spouse of Army 

No: 4202064M Rank- Hav Name- 

Ajeet Kumar Presently Posted At 

Unit: 11 Kumaon Champion coy  

Permanent Address: Vill: 

Kakarkhera, Tehsil: Bilgram, 

Kakra Kherha, Hardoi, Uttar 

Pradesh-241301 declare that I 

have changed My Name from 

Ram Nandani Devi To Ram 

Nandni 

 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE

BEDKHALI NOTICE

FORM NO. URC.2 

Advertisement giving notice about registration under Part I of 

Chapter XXI of the Act 

[Pursuant to section 3 7 4(b) of the companies A ct, 2013  and rule 4(1) 

of the companies (A uthorised to Register) Rules, 2014] 

1.   Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of sub-section (2) of 

section 3 6 6  of the C ompanies A ct, 2013 , an application is 

proposed to made after fifteen days hereof but before the expiry 

of thirty days hereinafter to the Registrar at ROC Chandigarh 

& ROC cum OL Himachal Pradesh Corporate Bhawan, 1st 

Floor, Plot No 4-B, Madhya Marg, Sector- 27B Chandigarh-

160019 that M/s Yash Appliances Plot No 4 Village Katha, 

Tehsil Baddi, District Solan, Himachal Pradesh-173205, a 

partnership firm may be registered under Part I of C hapter XXI 

of the C ompanies A ct 2013 , as a company limited by shares in 

the name of YA SH  A IRTE C H  PRIVA TE  LIMITED. 

2.   The principal objects of the company are as follows: To carry 

on the business of manufacturing, distributing, buying, 

selling, importing, exporting and dealing in fans, mixer 

grinder, kitchen accessories and other electrical appliances 

etc. 

3 .   A  copy of the draft memorandum and articles of association of 

the proposed company may be inspected at the office at Plot 

No 4 Village Katha, Tehsil Baddi, District Solan, Himachal 

Pradesh-173205 

4.   Notice is hereby given that any person objecting to this 

application may communicate their objection in writing to the 

Registrar at C entral Registration C entre (C RC ), Indian Institute 

of C orporate A ffairs (IIC A ), Plot No. 6 ,7 ,8, Sector 5, IMT 

Manesar, District G urgaon (H aryana), Pin C ode – 122050, within 

twenty-one days from the date of publication of this notice, with 

a copy to the company at its registered office. 

Dated this11th day of January 2025 

Name(s) of Applicant 

1. Ritesh Naredi  

2. Yash Fans & Appliances Ltd.  
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Saturday sought the interven-
tion of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to provide financial
assistance to the state govern-
ment for setting up a special
NDPS court to check drug
menace.

Participating through
video conferencing in the
regional conference on 'Drug
Trafficking and National
Security', the Chief Minister
urged GOI to give one time
financial assistance, for 10 years
to State to create Special NDPS
Courts and recruitment of
public prosecutors along with
other supporting staff, of Rs
600 crores (@ Rs.60 Cr. Per
year). He said that at present
there are 35,000 NDPS cases
pending for Session trial as on
January 1, adding that at pre-
sent rate of disposal, on an
average a Session Court takes
seven years to complete the
trial of pending case leaving
aside all new added cases.
Mann said that in coming five
years, this average disposal
time will increase from seven
years (35,000 pending cases) to
11 years (55,000 pending
cases).

Mann said that to clear the
pendency in the next five years,
state needs to create 79 new
exclusive NDPS Special Courts
in Punjab and to appoint 79
Public Prosecutors along with
supporting staff for these
NDPS Special Courts adding
that for it this financial assis-
tance is solicited. He also
requested the Union Home
Minister to ensure generous
funding from National Fund
for Control of Drug Abuse
(Chapter 7-A of NDPS Act) for
Anti-Narcotics Task Force, Live
Monitoring Systems for six
Bordering Districts, purchase
of equipment for technical sur-
veillance, infrastructure and
logistic requirement for 5G
Jamming solution for Prisons,
de-addiction centers in Jails, AI
surveillance systems in Jail,
Special Prison for drug traf-
fickers and assistance for anti-
drug awareness campaigns in
all 28 districts. Bhagwant Singh
Mann said that the state had
sought Rs.2829 Crore through
16th Finance Commission
which should be approved at
the earliest for effective law
enforcement and upgrading

infrastructure and logistic sup-
port of ANTF and Prisons.

Flagging another issue, he
said that with the aim to con-
trol, reclaim and rejuvenate
drug hotspots in Punjab, hir-
ing of counsellors and coordi-
nators for conducting survey
and studies regarding impact
of CADA amounting to Rs.107
crores was submitted to
Government since 2022, but
nothing has been allotted till
date adding that it should be
released at the earliest. He
said that the state faced a full
scaled insurgency in the late
seventies and eighties, and
now is fighting a proxy war
with Pakistan to thwart drug
trafficking carried out by
Pakistan supported stage
actors. Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that 552 kms of
International Border shared
with Pakistan is porous which
is marked by fencing gap of
around 43 kms and riverine
gap of 35 kms adding that this
makes state vulnerable to cross
border drug trafficking.

Mann said that state’s loca-
tion along the notorious
‘Golden Cresent’ drug route
makes it a key transit point for
narcotics and other contra-
band, adding that now drugs
are consumed by the local
population at an alarming level.
He said that due to Increased
vigil and border fencing, drug

trafficking is now majorly done
through drones and it poses
less chances of getting caught
due to which it has become a
National problem which is
being left to Punjab to fight on
its own. He said that with its
meager resources, the State is
fighting a herculean task to
fight against drug abuse.

The Chief Minister said
illegally acquired property of
drug traffickers worth Rs.449
Crore has been frozen  from the
Competent Authority and With
its training and capacity build-
ing a conviction rate of 82.5%
has been achieved by the State,
which is highest in the
Country. He said that Habitual
offenders of drug trafficking
have been detained under PIT-
NDPS Act and the State has
developed a software ‘Punjab
Artificial Intelligence System’
(PAIS 2.0) as an advance tool
designed to help Punjab Police
in tracking and analyzing
crimes.

Mann said that for de
addiction of drug addicts, free
of cost medicines are provided
to the addicts in 529 Outpatient
Opioid Assisted Treatment
(OOAT) clinics. He said that 17
OOAT clinics have also been
established in the Jails and
state government has set up 213
Private as well as Government
Deaddiction Centers and 90
Rehabilitation Centers for

treatment of drug addicts.
He said that drug problem

in Punjab is impacting the
socio-economic balance, lead-
ing to a significant increase in
crime, domestic violence and
health issues affecting not only
the State but Country as a
whole. He said that the Narco-
Terror drug trade business in
Punjab has links with the inter-
national cartels who smuggle
drugs from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and other
Countries into the State.
Bhagwant Singh Mann said
that drug trade in Punjab is
believed to be the source of
funding of terrorist activities in
the State leading to destabiliz-
ing National Security.

Raising another issue, he
said that In the last five years,
1247 drone sightings have been
reported and 417 drones have
been recovered which is a
minuscule of the total recovery
as at present there are only 12
Jamming systems operational
on 552 kms of International
Border. He said that these cater
to only 1/5 of the entire border
stretch and 4/5th of the entire
border is without Jamming
system. Mann said that a huge
cache of drugs and arms have
been recovered so far adding
that this recovery can be far
more for which at least, 50
more advanced technology
Jamming Systems are required.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Saturday said the state has
made significant progress in
combating drug trafficking and
the conviction rate in cases
under NDPS Act has increased
from 48 percent in 2023 to 54
percent in 2024, reflecting the
state’s enhanced efforts to
address drug-related crimes.

Virtually attending a meet-
ing chaired by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Drug
Trafficking and National
Security, Saini informed that
3,445 villages and 774 wards
have been declared drug-free in
the state and there are no
active drug dealers in these
areas, and addicts are receiving
treatment at de-addiction cen-
ters. Over the past five years,
the state has made significant
strides in curbing drug traf-
ficking, with around 26,000
drug peddlers arrested and
sent to prison. Last year alone,
nearly 5,000 individuals were
arrested for drug-related
crimes, including 1,000 identi-
fied as major drug traffickers,
with a large quantity of drugs
seized from them.

In addition to law
enforcement measures, the
state government has seized
over 50 crore rupees in drug
money and dismantled around
100 illegal encroached estab-

lishments. Haryana has also
established 161 Nasha Mukti
Kendras (de-addiction cen-
ters) across the state to support
individuals on their recovery
journey, said the Chief
Minister.

Saini said that the state
government has made con-
crete efforts to implement the
MANAS helpline, which
encourages drug addicts to
seek treatment at de-addic-
tion centers and informed that
to expedite legal proceedings,
Haryana has established fast-
track courts and is ensuring
quick reports from forensic
science labs (FSL) for the time-
ly resolution of drug-related
cases.

He  said Haryana has
established Anter-Rajyastariya
Sachiwalya in Panchkula to
enhance cooperation with
neighboring states in the fight
against drug trafficking. This
new platform will facilitate the
sharing of crucial information
about drug trafficking and
movement across northern
states: Punjab, Chandigarh,
Himachal Pradesh, Delhi,
Uttarakhand, and Rajasthan.
The primary objective of this
initiative is to strengthen joint
efforts and improve coordina-
tion in tackling drug-related
issues in the northern region of
India. Additionally, an Anti-
Narcotics Task Force has been
constituted in the state, with 11
units operating across Haryana.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Saturday directed Deputy
Commissioners to prioritize
resolving public grievances,
emphasizing that the swift
resolution of public issues is
the state's top priority. He
stated that the government's
objective is to ensure that the
benefits of its development
and welfare schemes reach
eligible individuals, adding
that the government will not

hesitate to make necessary
policy decisions to achieve
this goal.

Presiding over a meeting
with a l l  Divis ional
Commissioners and Deputy
Commissioners ,  during
which 23 agenda items were
reviewed in detail, Saini said
that to ensure that the people
need not make frequent
rounds of offices to get their
gr ievances  redressed,
Samadhan camps are being
organized in all districts for
two hours on all working
days under the leadership of
Deputy Commissioners. He
directed the Deputy
Commissioners to patiently

listen to each complainant
and resolve their grievances
on the spot. He emphasized
that special attention should
be given to ensuring a high
level of satisfaction among
the complainants. He direct-
ed them to maintain regular
communication with the
public and ensure the imme-
diate redressal of issues relat-
ed to the government’s ambi-
tious schemes.

It was informed during
the meeting that a total of
96,000 complaints have been
received in the Samadhan
camps so far, of which over
75,000 complaints have been
successfully resolved.�����	����
�
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To establish Haryana as a
global education hub, the

state government is set to
implement radical reforms in
the education sector with Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini

directing officers to ensure
that quality education is pro-
vided across all schools by
maintaining the student-
teacher ratio as per the
National Education Policy.

A comprehensive action
plan is currently being devel-
oped to address the teacher
shortage in schools and from
the upcoming academic ses-
sion, no school in the state will
face a shortage of teachers.

Presiding over a meeting
with officers of the Elementary
Education, School Education,
and Higher Education
Departments in which
Education Minister Mahipal
Dhanda was also present,
attended the meeting,  Saini
directed that a comprehensive
plan should be prepared by
rationalizing the arrangement
of teachers in schools so that if
there is a shortage of teachers
in any school, it can be met. He
emphasized that there is no
actual shortage of teachers in
Haryana, but rather, the allo-
cation of teachers should be
adjusted according to the num-
ber of students. He further
stressed that all necessary

arrangements should be com-
pleted before the start of the
new academic session.

The Chief Minister
emphasized the need to build
public confidence in govern-
ment schools to encourage
more children to enroll and
receive education there. To
ensure holistic development, he
stressed the importance of mak-
ing sports and cleanliness com-
pulsory in schools. Additionally,
he called for enhancing the
skills of teachers so they can
effectively adopt new teaching
methods. He also directed that
basic facilities such as drinking
water, toilets, and overall clean-
liness be maintained in schools
and colleges.

Saini stated that the
Haryana Government has estab-
lished Model Sanskriti Schools
at the block level, which are affil-
iated with the CBSE Board.
These schools offer education in
Mathematics and Science, along
with English medium. Due to
high demand and competition
for admission, he emphasized
the need to increase the number
of Model Sanskriti Schools at the
block level.
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Haryana Energy, Transport,
and Labour Minister Anil Vij

on Saturday said that the domes-
tic airport in Ambala Cantonment
is expected to become operational
by February and it will provide
connectivity to Haryana, Western
UP, Punjab, and Himachal
Pradesh. He said that large flights
will be able to land and take off
from the airport in any weather
conditions.

During inspection of the
domestic airport in Ambala
Cantonment, Vij informed that all
preparations for the airport are
almost complete. Security equip-
ment is on its way and will be
installed at the gates and other

areas shortly.
Speaking to the media, Vij

said that land for the airport had
been acquired from the Defense
Ministry for Rs. 133 crore, with
an additional of Rs.40 crore
allocated for the structure. The
building has been constructed at
a cost of Rs. 16 crore. While some
equipment is still to be installed,
all necessary arrangements have
been made, and installation will
begin as soon as the equipment
arrives.

The minister also informed
that the state government has
signed agreements with airlines to
operate flights from Ambala and
Hisar and requested the Union
Aviation Minister to include air-
lines such as Air India and IndiGo.
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Ludhiana:AAP leader and
Ludhiana West MLA Gurpreet
Bassi Gogi has died of a gun-
shot injury, with his family
members and state party chief
saying he was fatally hit by a
bullet that got fired accidently
from his pistol when he was
cleaning it.

Punjab AAP president
Aman Arora, who visited the
grieving family in Ludhiana,
said Gogi would clean his
licensed pistol everyday. While
he was doing so Friday night, it
got fired accidentally and
claimed his life, Arora said.

Joint Commissioner of
Police Jaskaran Singh Teja said
the bullet pierced Gogi’s temple
and he was rushed to the local
Dayanand Medical College and
Hospital (DMCH), where doc-
tors declared him dead.

The incident occurred
around 11:30 pm on Friday at
Gogi’s house. Teja said,
“According to his family mem-
bers, it was an accidental fire.”
Gogi (58) is survived by his
wife, a son and a daughter. His
cremation will take place at 3
pm at the cremation ground
near KVM school here. The
police said the case is under
investigation.

Several political leaders
including Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann expressed

shock over Gogi’s death. “Got
the sad news of the demise of
our party’s respected MLA
from Ludhiana West Gurpreet
Gogi ji. I am very sad to hear
this, Gogi ji was a very good
person. Heartfelt condolences
to the family in this hour of
grief,” Mann said.

Before he visited Gogi’s
house, Aman Arora posted on
X, “My deepest condolences to
the grieving family during this
difficult time. May they find the
strength to endure this painful
loss. I pray to the Almighty that
his noble soul rests in eternal
peace.” Hours before his death,
Gogi held a meeting with
Vidhan Sabha Speaker Kultar
Singh Sandhwan and AAP MP
Balbir Singh Seechewal over
the issue of cleaning of ‘Buddha
Nullah’ (a drain of polluted
effluents).

He also visited the Prachin
Sheetla Mata Mandir in BRS
Nagar where a theft had taken
place a few days ago and had
assured justice in the matter.

Gogi joined the AAP in
2022 after quitting the Congress.
He had been with the Congress
for almost 22 years. He defeat-
ed two-time MLA Bharat
Bhushan Ashu in the 2022 state
assembly poll from the
Ludhiana West seat. His wife
Sukhchain Kaur Gogi unsuc-

cessfully contested the munic-
ipal corporation elections last
month. He  was in the news last
year, when he demolished the
foundation stone of a Buddha
Nullah rejuvenation project as
he was upset over the delay in
carrying out the project by the
departments concerned.

Gogi served as municipal
councillor twice in Ludhiana
before becoming a legislator in
2022. He also served as the
chairman of the Punjab Small
Industries and Export
Corporation during the previ-
ous Congress regime. Gogi
was Ludhiana district Congress
(urban) president from 2014 till
2019. He had caught the atten-
tion when he came on a scoot-
er to file his nomination papers
for the 2022 assembly polls.

Former Punjab chief min-
ister and BJP leader Amarinder
Singh condoled the death of
Gogi. “Deeply saddened by
the shocking & tragic demise of
Gurpreet Gogi, MLA from
Ludhiana West. My heartfelt
condolences to his family,
friends & loved ones. May
Waheguru ji grant eternal
peace to the departed soul,” said
Singh.

Punjab Congress chief
Amarinder Singh Raja Warring
also expressed grief over Gogi’s
death. “Saddened to learn about

the unfortunate demise of
@AAPPunjab MLA from lud-
hiana west @gurpreetgogiaap ji.
I am short of words after hear-
ing about this tragic news. My
sympathies are with the fami-
ly members and supporters.
May Waheguru ji grant eternal
peace to the departed soul,”
Warring said in a post on X.

Leader of Opposition in
the Punjab Assembly and
Congress leader Partap Singh
Bajwa said, “Deeply saddened
to hear about the tragic and
untimely demise of
@AAPPunjab MLA @gur-
preetgogiaap. His passing is an
immense and irreparable loss,
not only to his family but also
to the countless people he rep-
resented and served with ded-
ication in the assembly.” “His
contributions will always be
remembered. I pray to the
Almighty to grant strength
and courage to his family and
loved ones to bear this pro-
found loss. May his soul rest in
peace,” Bajwa said.

Among other leaders, who
condoled the death of Gogi,
included Punjab Assembly
Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan, Shiromani Akali
Dal leader Bikram Singh
Majithia, AAP MP Sanjeev
Arora and AAP MLA Ashok
Parasher. (Agencies)
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Union Home Minister
Amit Shah chaired a

regional conference on ‘Drug
Trafficking and National
Security’ in New Delhi, orga-
nized by the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) on Saturday in
which Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu par-
ticipated virtually, emphasiz-
ing Himachal Pradesh’s com-
mitment to combating the
escalating drug crisis.

The conference focused
on addressing the nexus
between drug trafficking and
national security, with par-
ticular attention to eight
northern states and Union
Territories.

Addressing the confer-
ence, Sukhu said that NDPS
cases have risen by 340 per-
cent over the last decade,
escalating from approximate-
ly 500 cases in 2012 to 2,200
cases in 2023. Additionally,
the percentage of cases involv-
ing heroin has doubled, rising
from 29 percent in 2020 to 50
percent in 2024. He noted a
troubling trend towards syn-
thetic drugs, which are not
only more potent and addic-
tive but also harder to control
due to their chemical com-
position. He emphasized the
necessity of a comprehensive
approach to tackle drug traf-
ficking, particularly in inter-
state border areas, which have
become hotspots for illicit
activities.

According to a statement
issued here,  the Chief
Minister stated that drug traf-
ficking often overlaps with
organized crime and terror
funding, posing a direct threat
to the nation’s sovereignty
and security. He also outlined
Himachal Pradesh’s multifac-
eted strategy to address the
narcotics issue, blending law
enforcement, public health,
rehabilitation, and judicial
reforms. He stressed that indi-
viduals struggling with addic-
tion are victims of illness and
should not be criminalized.
“Our approach must tran-
scend punitive measures to

include robust rehabilitation
frameworks,” he stated.

Sukhu said that the state
legislature has amended
Section 37 of the NDPS Act,
1985, to close legal loopholes
that allowed habitual offend-
ers to secure bail .  This
amendment has strengthened
the legal framework, making
it more stringent and deter-
rent. He said that the state
government has begun invok-
ing the Prevention of Illicit
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(PIT-NDPS) Act, which had
remained unused in the past.
This act enables the detention
of repeat offenders involved
in drug trafficking, thereby
safeguarding public safety.

He said that Himachal
Pradesh has confiscated ille-
gally acquired property worth
Rs. 16 crore over the last
three years, including Rs. 9
crore in the past year alone.
“The state is also setting up a
Special Task Force (STF) ded-
icated to narcotics and drug-
related crimes, which will
have specialized resources,
autonomy, and dedicated
police stations to intensify
operations against drug net-
works,” he added.

The Chief Minister empha-
sized the importance of col-
laboration with national and
international agencies to
strengthen intelligence-shar-
ing and joint operations, par-
ticularly to address cross-bor-
der drug trafficking. He said
that cooperation with neigh-
bouring states and the central
government will be pivotal in
dismantling trafficking net-
works that transcend regional
boundaries. He said, “The chal-
lenges before us are immense,
but with the unwavering sup-
port of the people of Himachal
Pradesh, the dedication of our
law enforcement agencies, and
a compassionate approach to
rehabilitation, we can create a
drug-free state. Together, we
will protect the values of peace,
harmony, and security that
Himachal Pradesh has always
upheld, ensuring a safer and
healthier future for genera-
tions to come.”
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will spend the entire

day on Sunday with the
participants in the 'Viksit
Bharat Young Leaders
Dialogue', being held as part
of his efforts to bring one lakh
youths having no political
link in politics.
The programme is being held
on National Youth Day, which
marks the birth anniversary
of Swami Vivekananda. An
official statement said Modi
will engage with 3,000
"dynamic young" leaders
from across India.
Modi said on social media
that he will spend the entire
day with "my young friends"
and over conversations and
lunch, they will discuss
various subjects aimed at
building a 'Viksit Bharat'. The
youths who he will be
meeting have shown great
passion for science,
technology, innovation,
culture and more, he added.
The statement said the event

aims to break the 25-year-old
tradition of holding the
National Youth Festival in a
conventional manner. It
aligns with Modi's
Independence Day call to
engage one lakh youths
having no political affiliation
in politics and provide them
with a national platform to
make their ideas for Viksit
Bharat a reality.
Modi will participate in
multiple activities designed to
inspire, motivate, and
empower the nation's future

leaders, it said. "Innovative
young leaders will make 10
PowerPoint presentations
representing the 10 thematic
areas pivotal to India's
development before the prime
minister. These presentations
reflect the innovative ideas
and solutions proposed by
young leaders to address
some of India's most pressing
challenges," it added.
He will also release a
compilation of the best essays
written by participants on the
ten themes. These themes

encompass diverse areas such
as technology, sustainability,
women empowerment,
manufacturing, and
agriculture.
During the dialogue, which
starts on Sunday, the young
leaders will engage in
competitions, activities, and
cultural and thematic
presentations. It will also
include deliberations on the
themes led by mentors and
domain experts. It will also
witness cultural performances
showcasing India's artistic
heritage while symbolizing its
modern advancements.
A total of 3,000 youths have
been selected to participate
in the Viksit Bharat Young
Leaders Dialogue through
the Viksit Bharat Challenge,
a meticulously crafted,
merit-based multi-level
selection process to identify
and showcase the most
motivated and dynamic
young voices from across the
nation, the statement said. It
saw the participation of
around 30 lakh young
minds.

PM Modi to spend entire day with ‘Viksit
Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue' participants PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
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Minority Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju on Saturday

embarked on a five-day visit
to Saudi Arabia to sign a
bilateral agreement for the
Hajj pilgrimage of 2025,
where India is seeking an
additional quota for 10,000
pilgrims.
Rijiju is scheduled to meet
Saudi Arabian Minister
Tawfiq bin Fawzan Al Rabiah
on Monday when the two
leaders are expected to sign
the bilateral agreement.
“I look forward to visiting the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to
sign the bilateral agreement
on Hajj 2025 and strengthen
the people-to-people ties
between our two great
nations,” Rijiju said in a post
on X.
Rijiju will also meet Saleh Al
Jasser, the Saudi Minister of
Transport and Logistic
Services and discuss Hajj
flight operations and the
pilgrimage-related bus and
train services with him.
Rijiju will also visit the Jeddah
Haj Terminal, used by Indian

pilgrims, where the
government has dedicated an
office space for facilitation.
Some Indian pilgrims use the
Jeddah Airport Terminal
One, which also has a high-
speed rail service, for transit.
India's Hajj quota for 2025 is
fixed by Saudi Arabia at
1,75,025 pilgrims and the
government is seeking an
additional 10,000 quota for
this year's pilgrimage.
Rijiju will also visit Madina,
where he will visit the
mosques at Quba and
Qublatain.

During his visit, Rijiju will
also meet Prince Khalid Al
Faisal bin Abdulaziz Al Saud,
Advisor to King Salman, the
governor of Makkah Region
and the chairman of the
Central Hajj Committee and
Prince Salman bin Sultan bin
Abdulaziz al Saud, the
Governor of Madina.
Out of the total Hajj pilgrims
quota allocated to India, 70
per cent would be handled by
the Hajj Committee of India
while the remaining 30 per
cent will be allocated to
private Hajj group organisers,

according to the
government's Hajj Policy for
2025.
In 2024, the Hajj Committee
of India (HCoI) was allotted
80 per cent while the private
Hajj group organisers got 20
per cent of the quota.
While the order of priority

was 70 plus applicants, ladies
travelling without mehrams
and the general category in
2024, the new Hajj policy has
prioritised 65 plus applicants
followed by women without
mehrams and then the
general category. 

Rijiju embarks on five-day visit to Saudi
Arabia, to sign agreement for Hajj pilgrimage
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Home Minister Amit Shah
said on Saturday that

dark web, cryptocurrency,
online marketplace and
drones continue to be a
challenge for the country and
these have to be checked by
strict measures.
Chairing a regional
conference on 'Drug
Trafficking and National
Security' here, Shah also
asserted that the country will
not allow even a single kg of
drugs to be smuggled in or
out of the country. He said the
government has not only
been successful in eliminating
many networks of drugs, but
the terrorism linked with
them too was also destroyed.
He said many cases of narco-
terrorism were busted in

Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab,
Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh
and these were major
achievements.
"The use of dark web,
cryptocurrency, online
marketplace, drones continue
to be a challenge for us even
today," he said. Shah said a
technical solution to these
problems have to be found
through joint efforts by the
states and the central
government and technocrats
for the country's security and
development.
He said the fight against drugs
has gained a new strength
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership.
"In the last 10 years, there has
been a seven-fold increase in
the seizure of drugs which is a
major achievement. The
Modi government has given a
strong message of destroying

the entire ecosystem of drugs
through strict action," he said.
The home minister said that
in 2024, by seizing drugs
worth Rs 16,914 crore, the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) and police across the
country took the biggest
action against drugs, which is
a significant step in making a
drug-free society.
"No country can move
forward on the path of
development with a young
generation suffering from
drug addiction. It is our
responsibility that we all fight
this challenge together and
make all efforts to win this
battle," he said.
Shah said that during 2004-
14, a total of 3.63 kg of drugs
were seized while during
2014-24, altogether 24 lakh kg
of drugs were seized - a seven-
fold increase as compared to

the previous decade.
He said drugs worth Rs 8,150
crore were disposed off in
2004-14 but in 2014-24, drugs
worth Rs 54,851 crore were
destroyed -? eight times more

than the previous decade. The
conference, organised by the
NCB, aims to address the
growing concern of drug
trafficking and its impact on
national security, with a

special focus on eight states
and Union Territories of
northern India.Shah also
launched the drug disposal
fortnight starting from
Saturday to January 25. He
said that during this period,
one lakh kg of narcotics worth
Rs 8,600 crore will be
destroyed. The home minister
also inaugurated the new
office complex of the NCB's
Bhopal zonal unit and
extension of the MANAS-2
helpline to all 36 states and
UTs.
The main focus of the
conference is on the sharing
of real-time information from
the National Narcotics
Helpline 'MANAS' portal
with the Anti-Narcotics Task
Force (ANTF) of states and
UTs, evaluating the progress
of states in combating drug
trafficking, and assessing the

effectiveness of the Narcotics
Coordination Mechanism
(NCORD).Other issues to be
discussed at the conference
include strengthening and
enhancing the functionality
of State Forensic Science
Laboratories (SFSLs), utilising
the NIDAAN database to
bolster efforts against drug
trafficking, implementing
provisions of the Prevention
of Illicit Traffic in Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (PIT-NDPS) Act,
establishing special NDPS
courts for the speedy trial of
drug-related cases, and
fostering a Whole-of-
Government approach to
ensure comprehensive
collaboration among all
agencies to combat drug
trafficking and abuse
effectively.
Under the leadership of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, the
Government of India has
adopted a zero tolerance
policy against drug
trafficking, an official release
said. The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) is
implementing a three-
pronged strategy to achieve a
drug-free India by 2047. This
includes strengthening
institutional frameworks,
enhancing coordination
among narcotics agencies,
and launching a public
awareness campaign.
The conference is being
attended by governors,
lieutenant governors, chief
ministers and senior officers
from the eight participating
states and UTs. Senior officers
from various central
ministries, departments, and
law enforcement agencies also
attended the conference.

Dark web, cryptocurrency and drones continue to be challenge for country: Shah
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) is

looking to access data from
CubeSats, crowdsourcing,
and Internet of Things
devices besides conventional
weather satellites to improve
it forecast accuracy, a former
official said.
The IMD has also sent a
dedicated meteorological
satellite in orbit and installed
a new high power computing
system (HPCS) last year that
would allow it to issue more
accurate forecasts. "IMD will
soon move to an ensemble
prediction system with a
horizontal resolution of 6 km,
which is an improvement
over the current resolution of
12 km," Madhavan Rajeevan,
Ministry of Earth Sciences'
former secretary, said in
article penned on the
occasion of the 150th
Foundation Day of IMD.
"The improvement of
observation networks
incorporating state-of-the-art
technologies such as
crowdsourcing, CubeSats, IoT
devices and unmanned
platforms will significantly
improve data quality and
forecast efficiency," he said.
Rajeevan said the IMD was
also setting up separate
research testbeds in Bhopal
and Mumbai to deepen the
understanding of monsoon
dynamics and cloud physics.
"As user expectations
continue to grow, the IMD
must continuously innovate
and proactively address these
demands," he said.
The IMD has access to
weather observations from
over 6,000 surface
observatories in addition to
data from weather balloons,
satellites, a network of radars
which feed information to
prediction models.
"By embracing cutting-edge
technologies and continually
improving forecasting
systems, IMD can sustain its
legacy as a global leader in
weather and climate services
and helping India navigate the

challenges of climate
Change," Rajeevan said.
In a separate article, leading
meteorologist U C Mohanty
said under the aegis of
Ministry of Earth Sciences,
significant scientific and
technological advancements
have been achieved across
various domains of Earth
system sciences,
encompassing the
atmosphere, hydrosphere,
lithosphere, cryosphere,
biosphere, and their intricate
interactions.
The advances in
computational resources
allowed the use of advanced
deterministic chemical
transport models, leading to
more accurate air quality
forecast, replacing the
previous empirical and
statistical approach which has
some limitations and misses
to adequately represent the
physical and chemical
processes of pollutants.
The scientists at IMD and
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM), Pune,
Ministry of Earth Science
jointly developed the
advanced Air Quality Early
Warning System (AQEWS),
Rajesh Verma, Chairman of
the Commission for Air
Quality Management said. In
the Power sector, timely
weather forecasts helps in
better management of
electricity grids.
"There is trading in power
sector in every 15 minutes.
Thus, the 15-minute forecasts
and hourly forecasts of basic
weather parameters upto a
few hours help in ensuring
better management of power
generation and distribution,"
a power ministry official said.

IMD looking to access data
from CubeSats, IoT 
devices for better forecasts
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Centre of Indian Trade
Unions (CITU) on

Saturday condemned the
statement of the Chairman of
Larsen & Toubro (L&T)
urging for to extending the
working hour to 90 hours per
week. “Similar satanic
statement was earlier made by
the Infosys Head N.R.
Narayan Murthy, urging for
increasing working hour of 70
hours per week through
statutory measure. It seems
that there is a rogue
competition among the
corporate messiahs to rinse
the blood and sweat of Indian
workers and they are in active
connivance and collaboration
with the corporate-communal
regime in governance by
Modi-led NDA,” said Tapan
Sen, general secretary of CITU
in a statement.
“Indian workers, even the
permanent ones in the formal
sector, are deployed in much
more hours of work
compared to more productive
countries like China, Europe
and even the U.S. The
stretching of working hours is
very disastrously impacting
upon the health and social life
of the Indian workers. Despite
that, these sort of satanic
exercise are being made by

the corporate class only to
further minimize
employment as well as labour
cost with brutal working
conditions to facilitate more
intense exploitation on the
workers for profit, cost
cutting, in the guise of
efficiency and productivity,
which have led to 11486
suicides in 2022 as per
records of Crime Bureau. The
extent of severity of inhuman
extraction from labour can be
seen from the share of wages
in net value addition going
down sharply to 15.94% in
2022-23 from 27.64% in
1990-91 while share of net
profit jumping from 19.06%
to 51.92% during the same
period as per Annual Survey
of Industries report, besides
aggravating joblessness,”
pointed out CITU.
The major Left trade union
said that such desperate and

filthy competitive bid by the
leading corporate houses one
after another to increase
working hours is in
conspiratorial connivance
with their obedient
Government at the centre.
CITU accused the Central
Government for changing the
Labour Codes which
envisages working time to 12
hours. “Although the Labour
Codes could not yet be
notified owing to resistance
by trade union movement, we
have seen numerous
attempts/moves by the BJP
ruled state govts and some
non-BJP state govts too
making exercises to increase
working hours to 12 hours a
day, which are also being
resisted by united trade union
movement in many states,”
said CITU demanding 7
hours work a day and 5 days
work a week.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
refused to grant bail to an

alleged member of ISIS in a
terror case by NIA over
radicalisation of youths using
cyber space.
A bench of Justices Prathiba
M Singh and Amit Sharma
dismissed the bail plea by Md
Heydaitullah, who allegedly
used Telegram groups to
propagate the ideology of the
terrorist group in India and
recruit other persons.
The accused challenged a trial
court order declining any
relief on the ground that mere
association or support to a

terrorist organisation would
not constitute an offence
under the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA).
The court rejected the
contention, and said
Heydaitullah, a qualified
MBA graduate working at an
IT company in Gurugram,
was not a "passive" supporter
as material showed that he
advocated "Jihad in order to
establish Khilafat" even
through violent means.
"The Appellant admittedly in
2018 had taken an oath
(Bayath) in the name of Abu
Bakr al Baghdadi and Abu al-
Hasan al-Hashimi al-Qurashi.
Abu Bakr al Baghdadi is
admittedly a well-known

leader of ISIS and as per the
chargesheet had declared
formation of 'caliphate' in
June 2014," said the court in a
judgement passed on January
10.
"ISIS had been declared to be
a terrorist organisation and
judicial notice can be taken of
the fact that the world at large
knows about the activities of
ISIS.. Appellant is an educated
person and was well aware of
the nature of activities of
ISIS," it added.
Dismissing the plea, the court
said the bar on grant of bail
under the UAPA was clearly
applicable in the case.
Following an FIR registered
in 2021, the National

Investigation Agency arrested
the accused on October 22,
2022.
The prosecution alleged that
he disseminated the ISIS
ideology through the cyber
space and spread hatred
against the Government of
India by promoting enmity
against Hindus on social
media.
It was further alleged that he
had transferred funds for the
cause of ISIS from his bank
account and various
materials, including the oath
of allegiance, methods for
preparation of explosive
material, etc were recovered
from him during the
investigation. 

Delhi HC denies bail to ISIS associate in terror case

CITU slams L&T chairman for urging
employees to work 90 hours per week

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

The total number of cases
of coronavirus-like

human metapneumovirus
(HMPV) in the country has
reached 15. On Saturday, the
first case was reported in
Assam when a 10-month-old
child was detected positive for
the pathogen while in
Gujarat,  a fourth case was
reported after a 9-month-old
baby was  found to be affected
with the respiratory illness.
Gujarat has the highest
number of 4 cases of HMPV
in the country. Maharashtra
has 3 cases, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu have 2 cases each,
and UP, Rajasthan, Assam
and Bengal have reported one
case each.
The 10-month-old child is
undergoing treatment at
Assam Medical College and
Hospital (AMCH) in
Dibrugarh. His condition is
stable, said the State Health
officials, adding that the child
was admitted to the
government hospital four
days ago due to symptoms of
cold and cough.
Even as the Centre and many
health experts have
maintained that there is no
need to worry as the virus has
been doing the rounds in the
country for the past several

years, States are not leaving
anything to chance given the
rise in cases in neighbouring
China. As a part of its
vigilance measures, Punjab
has issued an advisory urging
the elderly people and
children to wear masks.
Meanwhile, isolation wards
are being built in hospitals in
Gujarat which have reported
the highest number of cases,
raising further concerns
about the virus’ spread. In
Haryana too, the health
department has been ordered
to keep an eye on HMPV
cases.
HMPV spreads through
respiratory droplets released
when an infected person
coughs or sneezes. It can also
be transmitted by touching
contaminated surfaces or
through direct contact with
an infected individual.
As per a recent study by

researchers from JIPMER-
Puducherry, a leading
national institute and tertiary
care hospital, HMPV, which is
known to cause respiratory
issues in children, has not
only been circulating in India
for years but has also evolved.
The virus is classified into two
main genotypes, A and B,
with subgroups such as A1,
A2, B1, and B2, along with
additional sub-clusters like
A2a, A2b, and A2c.
For the first time, JIPMER
researchers have identified
two new HMPV sub-clusters
— A2.2.1 and A2.2.2 —
within the A genotype in
India. These newly identified
strains show similarities to
isolates detected in the United
States in 2010 and Japan in
2018.
The study is published in the
International Journal of
Infectious Diseases (IJID).

Total number of HMPV cases reach
15 in country, states raise vigilance
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Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar said on Saturday

that extensions in service, in any
form for a particular post is a set-

back to those who are in line.
Dhankhar was delivering the
inaugural address at the 25th
National Conference of
Chairpersons of State Public
Service Commission being held
in Bengaluru. Vice President

also said that extension of service
indicates that some individuals
are indispensable. 
“Indispensability is a myth.
Talent abounds in this country.
No one is indispensable. And
therefore, it lies in the domain

of Public Service Commissions
(PSC) at the state and the
central level that when they
have a role in such kinds of
situations, they must be firm,”
added the VP. He also said
PSC’s appointments cannot be

driven by patronage, or by
favouritism. 
“We cannot have a public
service commission Chairman
or a member, wedded to a
particular ideology or an
individual. That will be

undoing the essence and spirit
of the framework of the
constitution,” said Dhankhar. 
The Vice-President also
frowned upon post-retirement
recruitment and said it is
antithetical to what was

visualised by framers of the
Constitution. 
“In some states, it has been
structured. Employees never
retire, particularly those in the
premium services. 
They get a number of ad-hoc

nomenclatures. This is not
good. Everyone in the country
must have due and that due is
defined by law,” said the VP. 
The VP also said fairness of
selection has no meaning if
paper leakages occur. 

VP Jagdeep Dhankhar stresses merit-based appointments, slams extensions and favouritism
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‘I would have beaten Trump,’ says Biden
PTI n WASHINGTON

Outgoing US President Joe
Biden on Friday said that he
would have defeated Donald

Trump in the November general elec-
tions, but he decided to withdraw
from the race mid-way for the sake of
the unity of the Democratic Party.
“Mr President, do you regret your
decision to not run for re-election? Do
you think that that made it easier for
your predecessor to now become
your successor?” Biden was asked dur-
ing a news conference at the White
House here.
“I don’t think so. I think I would have
beaten Trump, could have beaten
Trump and I think that Kamala
(Harris) could have beaten Trump,
would have beaten Trump,” Biden said
in response.
“It wasn’t about — I thought it was
important to unify the party and when
the party was worried about whether
or not I was going to be able to move
even though I thought I could win
again, I thought it was better to unify
the party,” he said.
“It was the greatest honour of my life
to be president of the United States but
I didn’t want to be the one who caused
a party that wasn’t unified to lose an
election. And that’s why I stepped
aside. But I was confident she could
win,” Biden said.
Biden, 82, decided to withdraw from

the US Presidential race against
Trump after his disastrous perfor-
mance at the presidential debate in
Atlanta in June. 
Following a lot of criticism from his
own party leaders, Biden decided to
withdraw from the race mid-way
and endorsed his running mate Vice
President Kamala Harris to be the
Democratic Party’s presidential can-
didate.
Harris lost the election to Trump. The
general elections resulted in a clean
sweep for the Republican Party, which
not only recaptured the White House,
maintained its majority in the House
of Representatives but also got a
majority in the Senate.
I AM NOT GOING TO BE OUT OF
SIGHT OUT OF MIND: Ten days
before passing on the keys of the
White House to Donald Trump, out-
going US President Joe Biden on
Friday ruled out leaving from public
life for now.
“I’m not going to be out of sight — out
of mind,” Biden told reporters at the
White House.
Biden, 82, was responding to
reporters’ questions if he has decided
what kind of role will he will have
post-presidency. 
“Do you plan to speak out after you
leave Washington, or are you going to
follow kind of more of the Bush model
where you’re kind of out of sight and

out of mind?” he was asked.
On January 20, Donald Trump, 78,
would be sworn in as the 47th
President of the United States.
Traditionally, US presidents after
leaving office stay away from public
limelight. Biden, does not plan to do
so. However, he did not reveal his
plans post January 20th.
His predecessor Trump decided to run
for office. Biden’s former boss Barack
Obama who was the 45th President of
the United States has stayed away from
public life, except for some appear-
ances, after leaving office on January
20, 2016.
‘I HAVE NO CONTEMPLATION
OF PARDONING MYSELF’:
Outgoing US President Joe Biden on
Friday said that he has no plans to par-

don himself asserting that he has done
nothing wrong. 
At the same time, he might be pardon-
ing several others before he demits the
office on January 20, he indicated.      
“No, I have no contemplation of par-
doning myself for anything. I didn’t do
anything wrong,” Biden told reporters
at the White House here when asked
if he had plans to pardon himself or
any other member of his family.
The outgoing president has pardoned
his son Hunter Biden. He might issue
more pardons, he indicated. But it
depends on several factors.
“One is that it depends on some of the
language and expectations that Trump
broadcasts in the last couple of days
here as to what he’s going to do,” he
said.

“The idea that he (Donald Trump)
would punish people for not adher-
ing to what he thinks should be pol-
icy as related to his well-being is out-
rageous, but there is still consideration
of some folks but no decision,” Biden
said in response to the question.
KAMALA HARRIS IS COMPE-
TENT TO RUN AGAIN IN FOUR
YEARS: Vice President Kamala Harris
is competent to run for presidency
again in four years, outgoing US
President Joe Biden said Friday, not-
ing that the decision on this would
finally be on her.
“I think that’s a decision she might
think she’s competent to run again in
four years. That’ll be a decision for her
to make,” Biden told reporters at a
news conference here.
Biden made history in 2020 by
appointing Harris as the first ever
Indian American, African American
and woman as the Vice President of
the country.
In the summer of 2024, after a disas-
trous presidential debate with Donald
Trump in Atlanta, Biden withdrew
from the race and went ahead to
endorse Harris for presidency. Harris
soon became the Democratic Party’s
presidential nominee.
However, Harris lost to Trump in the
November 5th presidential election.
Harris has not announced her future
plans yet.

Venezuela’s Maduro takes new oath
amid protests, international rebuke
PTI n CARACAS

Venezuelan President
Nicolás Maduro was sworn

in Friday for a new term,
extending his increasingly
repressive rule in the face of
renewed protests and rebukes
from the United States and oth-
ers who believe he stole last
year’s vote. Venezuela’s legisla-
tive palace, where he was sworn
in and delivered a fiery speech,
was heavily guarded by securi-
ty forces who have become
Maduro’s main hold on power
since last summer’s disputed
election. Crowds of people,
many sporting pro-Maduro T-
shirts, gathered in adjacent
streets and a nearby plaza.
Maduro, likening himself to a
biblical David fighting Goliath,
accused his opponents and
their supporters in the US of
trying to turn his inauguration
into a “world war.” He said his
enemies’ failure to block his
inauguration to a third six-year
term was “a great victory” for
Venezuela’s peace and nation-

al sovereignty. “I have not been
made president by the govern-
ment of the United States, nor
by the pro-imperialist govern-
ments of Latin America,” he
said, after being draped with a
sash in the red, yellow and blue
of Venezuela’s flag. “I come
from the people, I am of the
people, and my power
emanates from history and
from the people. And to the
people, I owe my whole life,
body and soul.”
The backslapping among gov-
ernment insiders in downtown

Caracas on Friday con-
trasted sharply with the
hundreds of Venezuelans
who took to the streets
Thursday to protest
Maduro’s power grab. 
The protest took place in
relative calm but after it
ended, aides to the popu-
lar former lawmaker
María Corina Machado
— the driving force
behind what’s left of
Venezuela’s beleaguered
opposition — said she

was briefly detained by securi-
ty forces. Machado, whom the
government has barred from
running for office, emerged
from months of hiding
Thursday to join rally against
Maduro. On Friday, she post-
ed a video online in which she
described the confusing inci-
dent. She said national guards-
men fired shots on her convoy
then dragged her off a motor-
cycle from behind and said
they were taking her to prison.
She said her motorcycle driver
was shot in the leg. 

Panama Canal administrator
rejects Trump’s assertions 
of Chinese meddling
PTI n PANAMA CITY

The administrator of the
Panama Canal said Friday

that the vital waterway will
remain in Panamanian hands
and open to commerce from
all countries, rejecting claims
by President-elect Donald
Trump that the United States
should take it over.
In an interview with The
Associated Press, Ricaurte
Vásquez denied Trump’s claims
that China was controlling
the canal’s operations, and
said making exceptions to cur-
rent rules concerning its oper-
ation would lead to “chaos.” 
He said Chinese companies
operating in the ports on either
end of the canal were part of
a Hong Kong consortium that
won a bidding process in 1997.
He added that US and
Taiwanese companies are
operating other ports along the
canal as well.
Trump has gone so far as to
suggest the US should take
back control of the canal and
he would not rule out using
military might to do so.
“It might be that you’ll have to
do something,” Trump said
Tuesday. “The Panama Canal
is vital to our country.” Trump
has characterised the fees for
transiting the canal that con-
nects the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans as “ridiculous.”
Panama President José Raúl
Mulino has said unequivocal-
ly that the canal will remain in
Panamanian hands.
Responding to the suggestion
that the U.S. could try to
retake control of the canal,
Vásquez said there was “no
foundation for that sort of
hope. That is the only thing I
can say.”
Vasquez stressed that the
Panama Canal was open to the
commerce of all countries.
The canal can’t give special
treatment to US-flagged ships
because of a neutrality treaty,
Vasquez added. “The most
sensible and efficient way to do

this is to maintain the estab-
lished rules.” 
Requests for exceptions are
routinely rejected, because the
process is clear and there
mustn’t be arbitrary varia-
tions, he said. The only excep-
tion in the neutrality treaty is
for American warships, which
receive expedited passage. 
Some 70% of the sea traffic
that crosses the Panama Canal
leaves or goes to US ports.
The United States built the
canal in the early 1900s as it
looked for ways to facilitate the
transit of commercial and mil-
itary vessels between its coasts.
Washington relinquished con-
trol of the waterway to Panama
on Dec 31, 1999, under a
treaty signed in 1977 by
President Jimmy Carter. Last
month, Trump told supporters
“We’re being ripped off at the
Panama Canal.” He claimed
that the US “foolishly gave it
away.”
Regarding the fees for using
the canal, Vasquez said a
planned series of increases
had concluded with one this
month. Any additional
increases would be consid-
ered in the first half of the year
to give clients certainty in
their planning and would go
through a public comment
process, he said.
“There’s no discrimination in
the fees,” he said. “The price
rules are uniform for absolute-
ly all those who transit the
canal and clearly defined.”
The canal depends on reser-
voirs to operate its locks and
was heavily affected by
drought during the past two
years that forced it to substan-
tially reduce the number of
daily slots for crossing ships.
With fewer ships using the
canal each day, administrators
increased the fees that are
charged all shippers for reserv-
ing a slot. The canal bisects
Panama, running 51 miles
end to end. It allows ships to
avoid the longer and costlier
trip around Cape Horn at the
tip of South America.

Ukraine says it captured 2 North Korean soldiers
Kyiv (PTI): Ukraine’s forces have captured two
North Korean soldiers fighting alongside Russian
troops in Russia’s Kursk border region,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
on Saturday. He made the comments days after
Ukraine began pressing new attacks in Kursk to
retain ground captured in a lightning incursion

in August that resulted in the first occupation
of Russian territory since World War II.

Moscow’s counterattack has left Ukrainian
forces outstretched and demoralised, killing and
wounding thousands and retaking more than 40
per cent of the 984 square kilometres of Kursk
Ukraine had seized.

Chinese FM makes surprise visit to 
Maldives, holds talks with Muizzu
PTI n BEIJING/MALE

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi made a surprise visit to the
Maldives, during which he held talks with President

Mohamed Muizzu and discussed the state of bilateral relations,
amid Male’s recent warming up to India.
Wang, who is also a member of the powerful Political Bureau
of the Communist Party, met Muizzu during his stopover in Male
on Friday while on his way back from a tour, official media report-
ed.
This was the first major visit by a Chinese official to Maldives
after Muizzu visited China in January last year, months after his
election.
During Muizzu’s visit, the two countries elevated the bilateral ties
to a comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership and
signed some key agreements.
In his meeting with Wang, Muizzu stressed the importance of
fast-tracking key infrastructure projects outlined in the agree-
ments and Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) between the
two countries, Maldives media reported.
He emphasised the need to prioritise social housing and road
development projects, which are among the most urgent
requirements for the Maldivian people, and referred to China’s
commitments in this regard.
Additionally, Muizzu highlighted his administration’s focus on
economic diversification, particularly in agriculture and fisheries,
and requested China’s support in advancing these crucial sec-
tors.



sports 07
CHANDIGARH | SUNDAY | JANUARY 12, 2025

PTI n MUMBAI

The future of leading
batters Virat Kohli and

Rohit Sharma will be
discussed threadbare in a
meeting that head coach
Gautam Gambhir and chief
selector Ajit Agarkar is
scheduled to hold with BCCI
officials to review the recent
tour to Australia here on
Saturday.
The back-to-back series
defeats against New Zealand
(home) and Australia (away)
and the diminishing returns
with the bat have put Kohli
and Rohit under scanner. 
The PTI has learned that the
powers that be will discuss in
detail the future plan —
whether to activate the
transition switch from next
month's Champions Trophy
or wait for the cycle to end
with the ICC marquee event. 
Though it's likely that the
senior batters will get another
chance to redeem themselves
at the ODI Champions
Trophy, a format in which
they have always excelled. 

They may also take into
consideration the fact that
both Kohli and Rohit have
played just three ODIs in
2024 after the 2023 World
Cup at home, and that could
be too light a sample size to
make a final call on their 50-
over career. Both Kohli and
Rohit endured different
fortunes too in the series
against Sri Lanka. 
While Kohli amassed 24, 14
and 20 in Colombo, Rohit
walked away with scores of
58, 64 and 35 against the
Lankans. 
But overall, Kohli has been a
champion performer in 50-
overs, his staple format and a
good outing in the
Champions Trophy could
bring him, and Rohit too,
back into a good frame of
mind. 
However, their Test future is
different. The next
assignment is an away five-
match series against England,
and the mandarins will
certainly assess the drying
runs from Kohli and Rohit in
the traditional format. 

In the most recent outing
against Australia, Kohli,
despite a hundred at Perth,
could garner only 190 runs at
an average of 23.75 while 
Rohit, who skipped the first
Test and opted out of the fifth
match, made 31 runs at 6.2.
Those performances will
certainly be mooted
thoroughly while seeking
Gambhir's views on their
desire to continue playing the
longest version of the sport. 
Similarly, it is possible that the
performance of the Gambhir-
led coaching staff too could
be assayed, and asked about
their vision to handle the
transition period without any
more hiccups. 
Champions Trophy team
selection
Apart from the review
meeting, the selectors, led by
Agarkar, will also convene on
Saturday evening to pick the
Indian squad for the
Champions Trophy. 
India will play all its matches
in the UAE and will open the
campaign with a match
against Bangladesh on

February 20. 
However, it is unlikely that
the team will be announced
on this day itself, as the
selectors have time till
January 12 to release the
squad. 
They will assess the fitness
level of star pacer Jasprit
Bumrah, who is recuperating
from back spasms, and
veteran fast bowler
Mohammed Shami. 
Shami, who has not played
since the ODI World Cup
2023 because of an ankle
surgery, is likely to get a green
signal from BCCI's Centre of
Excellence physics. 
Shami has played in the Ranji
Trophy, Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy and Vijay Hazare
Trophy matches recently for
Bengal to underline his
increasing fitness levels and
match readiness.  The other
interesting point will be to see
whether Yashasvi Jaiswal will
get the nod after doing well in
19 Tests and 23 T20I since
making his debut in mid
2023.
Team for England T20Is,

ODIs
The selectors are also
expected to discuss and pick
the India squad for the five
T20Is and three ODIs against
England for the home series,
beginning from January 22. 
There could not be many
surprises as the team that did
duty in South Africa late last
year could be picked up again
for the T20Is. 
Shami could be included in
the ODIs depending on the
fitness certificate from CoE,
which is understood to be
positive though it will be
assessed deeply before taking
a final decision. 
Bumrah and fellow pacer
Akash Deep, who will also be
in CoE in Bengaluru for
recovery from a back niggle,
will miss the white ball series
against England. 
Jaiswal will certainly feature
at least one of the squads
though, along with
Washington Sundar and
Nitish Kumar Reddy, who
impressed everyone with
some gutsy outings Down
Under. 

Gambhir, BCCI officials to meet to review Australia tour

PTI n KUALA LUMPUR

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty's

impressive run at the
Malaysia Super 1000
badminton tournament came
to an end following a straight-
game loss to Korea's Kim
Won Ho and Seo Seung Jae in
the semifinals, here on
Saturday.
Seeded seventh, Satwik and

Chirag, who reached the
finals last season, lost 10-21
15-21 in a 40-minute
semifinal clash.
"They played really well, and

we could have followed our
game plan a bit better.
Instead, we played some
random strokes, but kudos to
them for playing a solid
game," Satwik told reporters.
"Today, the pace of the game

was very slow compared to
the last three days. It's part of
the game. It was a valuable
learning experience for us. It
is disappointing, but we have
a long way to go. Today's
match showed that we can
still make it a good fight."
The Asian Games champions

struggled to get the right start
and trailed 6-11 at the break
in the opening game. Despite
their efforts, the Indians
could not make a comeback

as Kim and Seo wrapped up
the first game in just 19
minutes.
After the break, Satwik and

Chirag showed better control
and intent, making it 11-8 at
the interval. However, they
couldn't maintain the
momentum, allowing the
Koreans to recover and seal
the contest comfortably.
Kim and Seo have reunited

for the 2025 season after
finding success with other
partners. 

Seo previously partnered
Kang Min Hyuk to the world
title in 2023 and reached
world No. 7 with Choi Sol
Gyu before that. Kim, on the
other hand, claimed the
mixed doubles silver medal
alongside Jeong Na-eun at the
Paris Olympics.
"They both are playing like a

mixed doubles pair now,
which is making it tougher,"

laughed Satwik. 
"They are not giving away any
easy points, and that's their
best quality. We have to work
hard for every point, and
that's exactly what happened
today."
Satwik, who hasn't competed
much after the Paris Games
due to injuries, said a little
more attitude and mind
games could have helped
against their opponents.

"We were working really
hard, but they were taking
easy points whenever they
wanted, which kept the
pressure off them. In the
first game, and even in the
second, despite us leading,
they maintained their
confidence. 
"They could take any point

at any time. I think maybe
some mind games could
have worked here and there.
We started a bit calmer,
thought the game would

come to us, but we could
have shown a little more
attitude on the court and
played with a little more
fire," he said.

Chirag added: "I think we
started to be a little calmer in
the second game. But credit to
them, I think we gave away a
few easy points from 11-8, but
they were also serving quite
well."

Satwik and Chirag haven't
played much badminton since
the Olympics. 
They will next lead the home

challenge at the India Open
Super 750, starting January
14. The Indian pair will face
Malaysia's Wei Chong Man
and Kai Wun Tee in the
opening round.
"Really excited. It's our home
tournament and we would
really want to go, play well
there, and go as deep into the
tournament as possible,"
Chirag signed off. 

Satwik-Chirag lose Malaysia Open semifinals

PTI n LIVERPOOL

Everton hired David Moyes
for a second stint as

manager at the Premier
League club on Saturday.
Moyes replaces Sean Dyche,

who was fired Thursday with
the team just one point above
the relegation zone.

The 61-year-old Moyes
managed Everton from 2002-
13, during which he led the
Merseyside club to the 2009
FA Cup final and four
European campaigns.
“It's great to be back,” Moyes

said. “I enjoyed 11 wonderful
and successful years at
Everton and didn't hesitate
when I was offered the
opportunity to rejoin this
great club.”
The storied club — a nine-

time English champion which
has been without a major
trophy since 1995 — was

bought last month by the
Texas-based Friedkin Group
in a deal reportedly worth in
excess of 400 million pounds
($495 million).

Everton's next game is
Wednesday at home against
Aston Villa in the Premier
League. “We are pleased that
David is joining us at this
pivotal time in Everton's
history,” club executive
chairman Marc Watts said in
the team's statement. "With
over a decade of experience at
the club, he is the right leader
to propel us through our final
season at Goodison Park and
into our new stadium. We
look forward to working with
David to build the foundation
of a new era for Everton.”
Dyche was fired hours before

Everton hosted and beat
third-division Peterborough
2-0 in an FA Cup third-round
match.

David Moyes returns as
Everton manager during
‘pivotal time’ for club

PTI n NEW DELHI

Former captain Rani
Rampal believes the

Women's Hockey India
League (HIL) can have a
similar impact on the sport as
the Indian Premier League
(IPL) has had on cricket,
providing a platform for
young girls to earn national
team spots for the 2032
Olympics. The inaugural
WHIL, scheduled from
January 12 to 26 in Ranchi,
will feature four teams: Delhi
SG Pipers, Odisha Warriors,

Shrachi Rarh Bengal Tigers,
and Soorma Hockey Club.
“There may be four teams
only this time but starting the
league has been a long time
coming. Hockey India needs
to be complimented for this,”
Rampal, who will serve as a
mentor and coach for the

Soorma HC, told SAI Media. 
“The men's hockey team won
back-to-back bronze medals
in the Olympics in Tokyo and
Paris because the foundation
was laid by the men's Hockey
India League years back," said
the former India hockey
captain.
"Now thanks to the
introduction of the women's
HIL, we will get to see a lot of
talented young women
showcase their mettle in the
2032 and 2036 Olympics. This
platform will turn out
immensely fruitful."

Rani Rampal hopes Women’s Hockey 
India League will inspire future Olympic stars
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Netflix’s Reunion promises a
murder mystery set against
the backdrop of a high

school reunion, but the execution
leaves much to be desired. The
movie has a decent cast, including
Chace Crawford, Jillian Bell and
Nina Dobrev. However, what could
have been a gripping whodunit is
weighed down by a mix of
inconsistent writing,
underwhelming performances,
and a tone that fails to balance
suspense and humour.
THE PLOT: Potential Turned
Mediocrity
The story begins with a high
school reunion, where old
classmates come together,
bringing with them unresolved
tensions, romantic entanglements,
and deep-seated grudges. The film
introduces Mathew Danbury
(Chace Crawford), a charming yet
flawed character, whose behaviour
hints at trouble ahead. He flirts
with the women at the party,
dances as the high school football
mascot, and generally becomes the
centre of attention. Meanwhile,
Vivian Chase (Jillian Bell) accuses
Mathew of tormenting her in high
school, adding a layer of
confrontation to the gathering.
A severe snowstorm traps the main
characters Evan (Billy Magnussen),
Ray (Lil Rel Howery), Jasmine
(Jamie Chung), Amanda (Nina
Dobrev), Vivian and Mr. Buckley
(Michael Hitchcock) in Mathew’s
house overnight. The next
morning, Mathew is found dead,
shot in the chest. The storm has cut
off communication lines, making
escape or calling for help

impossible. As suspicions arise, it
becomes clear that everyone had a
motive tied to their high school
grievances. The setup holds
promise, combining classic
mystery tropes with personal
drama. Unfortunately, the film
squanders this potential with a
rushed and unsatisfying resolution.
PERFORMANCES: Mixed Bag
Chace Crawford’s portrayal of
Mathew is engaging, but his
character’s untimely demise early

in the film undermines any
attachment the audience might
have had. Jamie Chung and Billy
Magnussen bring some charm as
the budding romantic duo, but
their chemistry feels
underdeveloped.
Jillian Bell as Vivian delivers an
earnest performance, but her
character lacks depth, and her
emotional confrontation with
Mathew feels forced rather than
cathartic. Lil Rel Howery’s comedic

timing feels out of place in a story
that should rely more on suspense
than humour, making his
character, Ray, come off as an
unnecessary distraction.
THE KILLER REVEAL: A Letdown
The film’s climax is its most
glaring weakness. The killer’s
identity is revealed through a
tedious 15-minute monologue by
one character, who conveniently
“figures everything out” without
any prior indication of

investigative situation. This lack of
build-up or evidence makes the
twist feel random and unearned,
leaving the audience scratching
their heads rather than gasping in
surprise. A good mystery thrives
on subtle clues and revelations, but
Reunion opts for a nonsensical,
last-minute info dump instead.
DIRECTION AND WRITING: Where
It Fails
The pacing is uneven, with long
stretches of inconsequential

dialogue that fail to build tension.
The screenplay tries to blend
humour and drama but ends up
diluting the impact of both. The
lack of meaningful character
development makes it difficult to
care about the characters’ fates,
while the attempts at dark humour
often fall flat.
VERDICT: A Missed Opportunity
Reunion is a film that had the
ingredients for success with a
strong cast, an amazing premise,

and a confined setting perfect for
suspense. Unfortunately, poor
writing, lack of lustre direction,
and a clumsy resolution turn it
into a forgettable experience. If
you’re looking for a well-crafted
murder mystery, this isn’t it. While
the film might appeal to those
seeking light, mindless
entertainment, it’s unlikely to
satisfy fans of the genre.

Rating: 2/5

SUGGESTED BINGES

SUBTERAN
OTT: Netflix
Director: Octav
Gheorghe, Daniel
Sandu, Anca Miruna
Lazarescu
Cast: Cezar
Grumazescu, Ana
Ularu, Florin Piersic Jr.

GOOSEBUMPS: THE
VANISHING
OTT: Disney+ Hotstar
Cast: Ana Ortiz, Elijah
M. Cooper, Galilea La
Salvia, Francesca Noel

AGRA AFFAIR
OTT: MX Player
Cast: Harshita Gaur,
Prateek Pachauri,
Aakash Dahiya

THE SABARMATI
REPORT

OTT: Zee5
Director: Dheeraj

Sarna
Cast: Vikrant Massey,

Ridhi Dogra, Raashi
Khanna

BLACK WARRANT
OTT: Netflix

Director –
Vikramaditya

Motwane, Satyanshu
Singh

Cast – Zahan Kapoor,
Rahul Bhat,  Paramvir

Cheema, Anurag
Thakur

The Heritage Transport Museum
(HTM) marked its 11th anniversary
with two captivating exhibitions
blending futuristic imagination and
historical heritage. Running until 31

March 2025, the exhibitions, Light Years Ahead
and Prints of the Divine, offer visitors a journey
through artistic innovation and cultural history.

A Legacy of Art and Vision
The event featured Rama Varma Thampuran,
Prince of Kilimanoor Palace and a descendant of
the iconic artist Raja Ravi Varma, and Rajiv
Lochan, former Director of the National Gallery
of Modern Art (NGMA). Rama Varma
Thampuran, a renowned musician and cultural
advocate, celebrates the legacy of Raja Ravi
Varma, while Rajiv Lochan’s commitment to art
underscores the exhibitions’ significance in
India’s cultural landscape.

A Vision of the Future
Curated by artist Vishal K. Dar, Light Years
Ahead transforms the museum’s experience
room into a futuristic realm. Featuring
luminous sculptural totems and tri-coloured
coded messages, this installation invites visitors
to ponder alternate realities and embrace
boundless imagination.

A Glimpse into India’s Art History
Prints of the Divine celebrates India’s artistic
legacy through oleographs, lithographic plates,
and postcards by Raja Ravi Varma and M.V.
Dhurandhar. Curated by Prem Kandwal, this
collection features rare works that highlight the
evolution of early Indian print art, blending
mythological themes with artistic innovation.

Reflecting on the exhibitions, Rama Varma
Thampuran remarked: “Art and music have the
power to heal and inspire. Sharing this passion
with the world is truly an honour.”
Rajiv Lochan echoed these sentiments: “Art is a
universal language that bridges cultures and
fosters compassion. Creativity has the potential
to unite us all.”

Honouring Raja Ravi Varma’s Legacy
Raja Ravi Varma (1848–1906), a pioneer of
lithographic printing in India, is celebrated for
combining Indian aesthetics with European
techniques. His iconic mythological depictions
brought art to the masses and continue to
inspire generations.

HTM: A Journey Through Time
Reflecting on HTM’s milestone, Founder and
Managing Trustee Tarun Thakral said:
“We are delighted to present these exhibitions
to commemorate our 11th anniversary. They
offer visitors a unique journey through time,
one into the future, the other into the past.”
Since its inception in 2013, HTM has become
India’s first comprehensive transport museum,
showcasing over 3,500 curated objects. Located
in Taoru-Gurgaon, an hour from New Delhi, the
museum combines historical exhibits with
contemporary themes, offering visitors a
unique blend of education and cultural
engagement.
Through Light Years Ahead and Prints of the
Divine, HTM not only celebrates its anniversary
but also reinforces its mission to merge history
with innovation, creating a space where past,
present and future converge.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

HIGH SCHOOL
GRUDGES, LOW
EXPECTATIONS

A LEGACY PRESERVED
Celebrating 11 years, the museum hosts exhibitions blending

art, history and imaginationy, says GYANESHWAR DAYAL
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culture 09“Every single thing He has ever or will ever
say is true. The simplicity of faith is this:

taking God’s Word for it”
— Jackie Hill Perry

Chandigarh, January 12, 2025

The countdown to the Maha Kumbh
2025 has begun, with Prayagraj
transforming into a bustling hub of
spirituality, culture, and economic
activity. From 13 January to 26

February, the city will host the largest human
congregation on earth, drawing an estimated
40 to 45 crore pilgrims. This iconic event,
steeped in Hindu tradition and faith, is more
than a ritual, it is a celebration of India’s
cultural and spiritual essence.
The Sangam, where the Ganga, Yamuna, and
the mythical Saraswati converge, is at the heart
of this grand spectacle. Pilgrims believe that a
dip in these holy waters during the auspicious
period cleanses them of sins and paves the way
to salvation. “The Maha Kumbh Mela is not
just a religious gathering but a transformative
experience,” said Acharya Ramkishore Tiwari, a
spiritual leader. “It is where faith meets
divinity.”
At the heart of this grand celebration lies the
belief in spiritual purification. According to
Hindu tradition, a dip in the holy confluence of
the Ganga, Yamuna, and the mythical Saraswati
during this auspicious period is believed to
absolve sins and pave the path to salvation. The
origins of the Kumbh are steeped in the
Puranic tale of the Samudra Manthan, where
drops of divine nectar (amrita) spilled at four
locations, Prayagraj, Haridwar, Nashik, and
Ujjain, sanctifying these sites forever.

A CITY REBORN

The banks of the Ganga and Yamuna have
transformed into a temporary city,
sprawling across the Sangam area.

Colourful tents of all sizes and hues have
sprung up, creating an awe-inspiring sight.
These tents house spiritual discourses, yoga
sessions, cultural programmes, and temporary
dwellings for millions of devotees. The air is
filled with the aroma of traditional Indian
delicacies, as numerous eateries and food stalls
cater to the surging crowds. Stalls selling
Rudraksha beads, saffron garments, holy books,
and souvenirs stretch along the pathways,
adding vibrancy to the bustling atmosphere.
The iconic Naga Sadhus, covered in ash and
wearing Rudraksha beads, take centre stage,
drawing devotees and curious onlookers alike.
Aghories, known for their intense spiritual
practices, are seen meditating near the
riverbanks, adding a mystical charm to the
gathering.
“We are not just preparing for an event; we are
crafting an experience that celebrates India’s
cultural heritage,” said Divya Prakash Singh, a
senior official overseeing the arrangements.
“From smart surveillance through 10,000
CCTV cameras to a dedicated mobile app for
route and ritual updates, technology is playing a
crucial role in ensuring safety and convenience.”
“The energy here is contagious,” said Abhilash
Narain, a resident of Prayagraj. “You do not
have to be Hindu to feel the magic of this
gathering.”
Among the pilgrims is Rajni Devi, a 62-year-old
widow from Rajasthan making her third trip to
the Kumbh. “The Kumbh is my escape,” she
said. “It’s where I find peace and the courage to
face life’s challenges.” Similarly, Sunil Mishra, a
young IT professional from Bengaluru, sees the

Kumbh as a chance to reconnect with his roots.
“In the hustle of corporate life, you lose touch
with who you are. The Kumbh gives me clarity
and a sense of purpose,” he shared.

ECONOMIC DIMENSIONS

Beyond its spiritual significance, the Maha
Kumbh Mela is a colossal economic
engine. The Uttar Pradesh government

has allocated a staggering `5,600 crore to
infrastructure and event management, with the
total budget projected at `6,382 crore. The local
economy thrives on this influx, benefiting small
vendors, hoteliers, and service providers alike.
“During the Kumbh, my daily earnings triple,”
said Shyam Lal, a shopkeeper selling puja items
near the ghats. Hotels across Prayagraj are
reporting record bookings, with many fully
reserved months in advance. “The demand is
unprecedented,” said Priya Mehta, the manager
of a mid-range hotel in the city.
The ripple effect extends beyond Prayagraj.
Nearby religious hubs like Varanasi, Ayodhya,
and Mathura also see a surge in tourism,

creating thousands of new jobs. “The Maha
Kumbh 2025 could generate economic activity
worth over `3 lakh crore,” estimated Awanish
Awasthi, advisor to Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

CHALLENGES AND INNOVATIONS

Hosting an event of this magnitude
comes with its share of challenges.
Ensuring the availability of clean

drinking water, medical aid, and sanitation
facilities for millions of pilgrims requires
meticulous planning.
“The key is vigilance,” said Ramesh Chandra, a
senior police officer stationed at the Mela.
“We’re deploying over 50,000 security
personnel and using AI-enabled systems to
manage crowds and prevent untoward
incidents.”
“The Maha Kumbh is a test of our
organisational capabilities,” said Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. “We aim to set a global
benchmark in event management while
preserving the spiritual essence of the
gathering.”

A GLOBAL CELEBRATION

The Maha Kumbh Mela is not just a
religious event; it is a global celebration
of India’s living traditions. Documentary

filmmaker Lisa Reynolds, covering the event
for an international audience, described it as “a
story of humanity in its purest form.”
For first-time visitors, the scale of the event is
overwhelming. “I’ve never seen anything like
this,” said Hiroshi Tanaka, a journalist from
Japan. “The blend of chaos and harmony is
fascinating. It’s a reflection of India itself.”
As the countdown begins, the anticipation
surrounding Maha Kumbh 2025 is palpable.
For millions, it is a journey of faith and a
reaffirmation of humanity’s enduring spirit. For
Prayagraj, it is an opportunity to shine as a
beacon of tradition, resilience, and progress.
Acharya Ramkishore Tiwari sums it up:
“Kumbh is about coming together as one
family, transcending divisions and reaffirming
our shared humanity.”

THE SPIRIT OF
MAHA KUMBH

The Maha Kumbh Mela 2025 in Prayagraj is a unique gathering where
spirituality, culture and commerce come together, attracting millions from all
walks of life to witness this incredible event, writes BISWAJEET BANERJEE

PHOTO: PANKAJ KUMAR
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“He was the king amongst the
industrialists of India”

— NARAYANA MURTHY

“What I would like to do is to leave
behind a sustainable entity of a set

of companies that operate in an
exemplary manner in terms of

ethics, values and continue what
our ancestors left behind.”

— RATAN NAVAL TATA

Pericles, the monumental Greek
politician and statesman during the
Golden Age of Athens in his historic
Funeral Oration delivered in 431 BC
(that is said to have influenced

President Abraham Lincoln’s famous Gettysburg
Address on 19th November, 1863!), said, “To
famous men all the earth is a sepulchre: and
their virtues shall be testified not only by
inscription on stone at home but in all lands
wheresoever in the unwritten record of the
mind, which far beyond any monument will
remain with all men everlastingly.”
On 9th October, 2024, at exactly 11.30 pm IST,
the towering 5 feet 10 inches tall Surat born
Parsee industrialist-philanthropist Padma
Vibhushan Ratan (meaning “precious jewel”)
Naval Tata, the Chairman Emeritus and the
patriarch of the House of Tata, the largest
business conglomerate in India (having a
staggering annual revenue of over 165 billion
US Dollars and encompassing a grand well knit
family of over 1 million happy, well cared for
and dedicated members worldwide!), breathed
his last at the iconic Beach Candy Hospital
nestled atop the Arabian Sea facing Cumballa
Hill at the age of 86. He had been hospitalised
on 7th October, 2024 owing to a critical
combination of senescence and hypotension.
Ratan held a meger 0.83 % cent stake in Tata
Sons and had a net worth of Rs 7,900 crores,
according to the Hurun India Rich List 2024. A
large part of his wealth-nearly 75 per cent-was
tied to his shares in Tata Sons. For Ratan,
accolades poured in a torrential stream from
across the country and from all corners of the
world. In an impassioned eulogy that reflected
the melancholy mood of a shattered nation, our
Prime Minister Narendra Damodardas Modi
tweeted on X - “Shri Ratan Tata was a
visionary business leader, a compassionate
soul, and an extraordinary human being.” On
13th October, 2024, the Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin “Bibi” Netanyahu in a post on X
addressed to his friend Modi, condoled Ratan’s
death and highlighted his stellar contributions
in fostering Israel-India ties, “I and many in
Israel mourn the loss of Ratan Naval Tata, a
proud son of India and a champion of the
friendship between our two countries.” In a
post on LinkedIn on 14th October, 2024, Padma
Bhushan Natarajan Chandrasekaran, (popularly
known as “Chandra”), the most worthy
successor of Ratan (he effortlessly stepped into
Ratan’s distinguished shoes and proudly donned
his enviable mantle on 12th January, 2017!) and
my personal friend for over 15 years since my
heady days as a long term Advisor to Tata
Consultancy Services Ltd. (“TCS”), the flagship
of the prodigious Tata fleet, paid an effusive
heartfelt homage to his former boss and mentor,
“Anybody who met Mr. Tata came away with a
story about his humanity, warmth, and dreams
for India. There really was no one like him.”
Joseph Bitner Wirthlin, the renowned American
businessman and religious leader rightly
observed, “Some memories are unforgettable,
remaining ever vivid and heartwarming!” In a
moment of helpless nostalgia, my mind goes
back irresistibly to the rather sultry summer day
in the year 1986 when I fortuitously met Ratan
(he was then the Chairman of Tata Industries
and had in that capacity drafted the Tata
Strategic Plan) for the very first time within the
majestic confines of the Taj Palace Hotel, the
only “palace” hotel in the national capital since
1983. Thereafter, I often used to stay at the Taj
Mahal Hotel (the second hotel built by the
Indian Hotel Company Ltd. (“IHCL”) belonging
to the Tata group after the iconic Taj Mahal
Palace Hotel (“Taj Mahal Palace”) in Colaba,
Mumbai, in 1903 and popularly known as the
Taj Mansingh Hotel because of its strategic
location at 1, Mansingh Road), the 5 star-deluxe
hotel of 1978 vintage, characterised as the
“Epicentre of Delhi”. 
I used to meet Ratan sporadically in the hotel
lobby mostly in the company of its various
General Managers and close personal friends
belonging to the golden days of the hotel viz.
Ravi Dubey, Ronnie Lobo (both Ravi and
Ronnie are sadly no more in this world!), and
Patu Keshwani or even otherwise. Ratan used to
be invariably accompanied by his old faithful,
close confidante, trouble shooter and
quintessential out and out Taj-Man Devendra
Kumar Beri (“DK” to his friends!). Ratan used to
mostly stay at a spartan guest house in the Tata
Apartments at 23, Prithviraj Road, New Delhi. 
In those heady days, Uncle PV, who used to live
at 9, Motilal Nehru Marg, often dropped by at
the famed coffee shop Machan to drink endless
cups of freshly brewed sugar free piping hot filter
coffee over steamed idlis and vadas soaked in
mild sambar. Ratan never missed the
opportunity to wish him if he happened to be
around in the hotel. He was an indefatigable
admirer of Uncle PV! After Uncle PV became
the Prime Minister on 21st June, 1991
consequent upon Rajiv Bhai’s tragic assassination
on 21st May, 1991, and before he moved into
Prime Minister House at 7, Race Course Road
(renamed Lok Kalyan Marg), a special Suite was
booked in the hotel for his family members
through the good offices of Ratan, which was
guarded round the clock by the Special

Protection Group (“SPG”). Ratan personally saw
to it that members of Uncle PV’s family were
well cared for in the hotel. I had the glorious
good fortune of staying with Uncle PV at his
residence even prior to his becoming the
President of the Indian National Congress and
was, naturally, a regular visitor to Suite where I
used to meet and interact with Uncle PV’s two
sons Rajeshwar and Prabhakar under the
watchful eyes of the SPG personnel. One of my
close friends Prashant Tewari, who used to
work very closely with Uncle PV and Hansraj
Bhardwaj, (the versatile lawyer and later rose to
become India’s most famous law minister), both
were closely known to Uncle PV’s family, used to
co-ordinate crucial governance and political
issues during the period of most dramatic
transformation of the country. 
Again, I used to have the opportunity to meet
Ratan in the hotel! Ratan used to take a very
special interest in the JRD Tata Memorial
Lectures. On 19th September, 2008, Somnath
Chatterjee, eminent Barrister and the then
Speaker of the Lok Sabha and a close personal
friend, delivered the 11th JRD Memorial Lecture
on “Economic Development and Political
Consensus Building” at the Mansingh Hall in
the Taj Mansingh. I was a special invitee to the
event. After Somnath’s lecture, I met Ratan and
Somnath at the adjacent Aftab Mahtab, the regal
wood and marble panelled venue, over dinner.
My old friend Dr.Jamshed Jiji Irani (popularly
known as “Doc I”), the honorific Managing
Director of Tata Steel, was also there at Ratan’s
table. The tall and handsome Sanjay “Pole”
Singh, Principal Resident Executive and Adviser,
Tata Sons, came over to the table unobtrusively
and recounted how I had saved Doc I’s life by
forewarning the Tata Management that some evil
people had plotted to attack Doc I with crude
bombs in the heart of Jamshedpur with a sinister
motive. My last Taj Mansingh encounter with
Ratan was just before the outbreak of the Covid
epidemic in 2020. I was standing outside one of
the hotel lifts when suddenly as if by magic
Ratan emerged from the lift along with his old
Harvard educated friend Prince Shah Karim al-
Husseini, Aga Khan IV (known by his religious

title “Maulana Hazar Imam”), the founder and
chairman of the Aga Khan Development
Network, and DK of course. I wished him and
walked with him to his waiting car. He bid me
goodbye with a wave of his hand before getting
into his car!
As a Special advisor to the Marathon group of
companies, I used to travel every year to
Bengaluru to participate in Aero India, the
biennial air show and aviation exhibition held by
the Ministry of Defence at the Yelahanka Air
Force Station, Bengaluru, along with my
illustrious Israeli friend Hezi Bezalel, the
Chairman of the group, and other top Israeli
officials. The 2007 Aero India was a very special
event for me as Ratan, who was 69 years old at
that time, valiantly reached out for the skies in a

spellbinding saga of high adventure on 8th
February, 2007. Clad in a G-Suit, he co-piloted a
Lockheed Martin F-16 Falcon multi-role fighter
jet in a historic 35 minute sortie. Ratan held
licences to fly both jets and helicopters! Upon
landing after what Ratan described as an
“exhilarating” flight, I heartily congratulated
Ratan shortly after he was greeted by my old
friend William “Bill” Sebastian Cohen, former
US Defense Secretary, Royce Keplinger and
other senior Lockheed Martin officials. On 9th
February, 2007, a G-Suited Ratan once again
took to the skies co-piloting a Boeing F/A-18
Super Hornet fighter jet. I met Ratan shortly
after his second flight in the Boeing Pavilion to
felicitate him with a small bouquet of pink roses
in the august presence of my close friends
Thomas “Tom” Reeve Pickering, the former US
Ambassador to India and the former Under
Secretary of State for Political Affairs in the
Clinton Administration, Dinesh Keskar, the
senior Vice President, Sales in Asia-Pacific and
India, Anil Srikhande, India President, and other
top officials of Boeing Company. During that
visit, I also had the golden opportunity of
watching a scintillating aerobatic display by the
Hindustan Aeronautical Industries Ltd.
manufactured fly-by-wire Light Combat Multi-
Role Tejas Aircraft in the distinguished company
of Ratan, Arackaparambil Kurien Antony, Union
Defence Minister, Indru and Bookanakere
Siddalingappa Yediyurappa, Chief Minister,
Karnataka, amongst other important dignitaries.
Ratan noticed to his enormous delight that I was
smartly attired in a royal blue English blazer,
grey English flannel trousers, a hand crafted
boater hat from the reputed hatters K.R.Snoxell
& Sons, Luton, and dazzling gold rimmed Zeiss
sun glasses!
On 26th November, 2008, “a date which will live
in infamy”, Mumbai, the financial capital of
India, witnessed a brutal, dastardly terrorist
attack orchestrated by the Pakistani sponsored
group Lashkar-e-Taiba, when the Indian Home
Secretary Madukar Gupta, by an ominous co-
incidence, was enjoying Pakistan’s hospitality in
Murree, a mountain resort city close to
Islamabad. Ten highy trained and heavily armed

terrorists infiltrated the city, having stealthily
landed in inflatable speed boats at Macchimar
Nagar, in Mumbai’s Cuffe Parade
neighbourhood, and heinously targeted several
meticulously planned locations, including the Taj
Mahal Palace. The Indian Government’s
response to the attack was “pusillanimous”, as
aptly observed by the Hindustan Times on 26th
November, 2023! The attack claimed 166 lives,
including 33 at the Taj Mahal Palace, and did not
spare even the General Manager of the hotel
Karambir Singh Kang’s wife Niti and his two
young teenage sons Uday and Samar. Gautam
Shantilal Adani, the Indian billionaire
businessman (who has recently been in the eye
of a storm!), by a superb stroke of luck managed
to save himself by hiding in the kitchen of the
hotel! Defying all odds, it was Ratan who in a
truly Churchillian manner valiantly rose to the
occasion and provided the much needed
leadership to an embattled nation facing an
“ordeal of the most grievous kind”! In the face
of the attack watched by a shell-shocked nation,
Ratan, who was then 70, displayed superhuman
courage, resolve and determination. He strode
like a colossus and stood like a Rock of Gibraltar
at the Colaba end of the Taj Mahal Palace for 3
days, as security forces fiercely battled the
terrorists in the Taj Mahal Palace. Everyone
became just those inches taller, every back just
that much broader, as Ratan’s own was. This was
undoubtedly Ratan’s finest hour when he
embodied the will, spirit and grit of our
people..indomitable, undaunted, relentless!
Ratan was imbued with the extraordinary, nay
God given, ability and gift to pick out and
support the ideal leader both for the House of
Tata as well as the nation…he was the
Kingmaker extraordinaire! Ratan backed Modi
to the hilt before the General Elections in 2014
and on 19th May, 2014 tweeted on X, “Mr.
Modi’s landslide victory echoes the people’s
mandate for strong leadership and clear policies
for growth and prosperity for India.” On 19th
December, 2020 at the ASSOCHAM Foundation
Week, Ratan ecstatically heaped praise on Modi
for his leadership during the time of the
COVID-19 pandemic, “I think if we all stand
together and follow what you have said, what
you have done and what you have shown, we will
have a situation where the world will look at us
and say this Prime Minister said it could happen
and he made it happen.” 
In January, 2017, Chandra’s “mentor, guide and
friend” Ratan cherry-picked Chandra to lead
Tata Sons as its Chairman, the first non-Tata
family member to hold the coveted post! On his
appointment as the Chairman of Tata Sons,
Chandra said, “I am humbled and honoured to
be chosen to lead a truly great institution that
occupies a unique position in hearts of the
people in India and the world. I am proud to
have been part of the Tata family for over 30
years and assuming this position is a great
privilege. 
I want to thank the Tata Sons board and Mr
Ratan N Tata for their confidence in me to lead
this trusted institution that has a rich heritage.”
Addressing the annual gala annual event at the
National Centre of Performing Arts on the birth
anniversary of JRD Tata on 30th July, 2018,
Ratan expressed gratification with regard to the
direction in which group companies were
headed under the leadership of Chandra and
said that he was confident that “Tata Group is in
safe hands.” Yes, only a true leader can identify
other true leaders! Both Modi and Chandra have
proved to be phenomenal leaders of the 21st
Century and have earned international acclaim,
respect, adoration and admiration.
I have a myriad of friends who knew Ratan
intimately and worked with him closely. I am
highly emboldened to single out only 5 names
viz. Pole, Tanmoy, Raian, Suprakash and Zubin
Mehta, the Managing Director of Uniforms
Unlimited, Mumbai, who holds a Masters
Certification from the internationally reputed
Savile Row Academy, London. All of them are
unquestionably ad idem about Ratan : “He was a
genuinely good, dedicated and large hearted
soul filled with the milk of human kindness
and our age is hardly fit to understand him.”
We should remember the stellar quality of
Ratan’s character as well as the remarkable range
of his achievements. In his love of adventure and
his imaginative powers, he was far removed from
the modern industrialist-philanthropist. Yet
everyone who came in contact with him paid
tribute to the unimaginable power of his mind.
He had an aptitude for business which raised
him far above the ordinary levels of our
generation. 
He had a firmness of spirit which was not often
elated by success, seldom downcast by failure
and never swayed by panic. He loved life and
was perfectly at peace with himself and the
world around him. He could be helplessly
uproarious. He wanted everyone to be happy. He
wanted to taste and try everything that life could
offer. Power never corrupted him, nor did
success make him conceited, arrogant or
pompous. Beyond his reputation as a business
magnate and animal lover, Ratan’s tenure as
Chairman of the Tata Trusts has left an
inerasable mark on India’s cultural kaleidoscope.
The trusts have spearheaded numerous
initiatives across healthcare, education,
environment and disaster relief and their
manifold contributions to art and culture stand
out as particularly noteworthy.With no thought
of the length of time he might be permitted on
Planet Earth, Ratan was concerned solely with
the quality of the service he could render to his
nation and to humanity. 
— The author is an internationally reputed senior

lawyer practising in the Supreme Court of India
and various High Courts and Tribunals in India

THE SHAH OF THE
CORPORATE

UNIVERSE
Ratan Naval Tata redefined corporate leadership with vision, ethics,

innovation and unparalleled philanthropy, writes ANOOP BOSE

“TO FAMOUS MEN ALL THE
EARTH IS A SEPULCHRE: AND

THEIR VIRTUES SHALL BE
TESTIFIED NOT ONLY BY

INSCRIPTION ON STONE AT
HOME BUT IN ALL LANDS

WHERESOEVER IN THE
UNWRITTEN RECORD OF THE

MIND, WHICH FAR BEYOND ANY
MONUMENT WILL REMAIN WITH

ALL MEN EVERLASTINGLY”
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“TRAVEL MAKES ONE MODEST. 
YOU SEE WHAT A TINY PLACE
YOU OCCUPY IN THE WORLD”

— GUSTAV FLAUBERT
Chandigarh, January 12, 2025

Located amidst the lush greenery of Guwahati, Mayfair Spring Valley offers a

luxurious escape from the city's hustle and bustle. This premium resort is designed to

provide guests with ultimate comfort and relaxation, featuring elegantly appointed

rooms, a rejuvenating spa, a dedicated kids’ play area and top-notch dining

experiences. Surrounded by picturesque landscapes, the resort offers serene views of

rolling hills and verdant gardens, making it an ideal retreat for nature enthusiasts and

luxury seekers alike. Guests can also explore nearby attractions, such as the famous

Kamakhya Temple and Brahmaputra Riverfront, ensuring a blend of tranquillity and

adventure during their stay.

MAYFAIR
SPRING
VALLEY

(GUWAHATI,
ASSAM)

Located in the vibrant city of Shillong, Vivanta Meghalaya is known for its proximity to exciting

outdoor activities and cultural events. The resort offers 87 elegantly designed rooms and 14 spacious

suites, providing comfort and luxury. It serves as a perfect base for exploring the region's natural

beauty and music festivals. Known as the ‘Abode of Clouds,’ Meghalaya captivates one and all with its

misty hills, living root bridges, and cascading waterfalls amidst lush greenery.VIVANTA
MEGHALAYA
(SHILLONG,

MEGHALAYA)

By TEAM AGENDA

Blessed with nature’s bounty, Northeast India
is a safe haven for many travellers who wish
to escape the overcrowded and over-
polluted city life from time to time. With
the winter season worsening the pollution’s

threat to healthy living, Northeast India is the best
place to take refuge in to revitalise your health and
take a step back to recentre within. Here are a few of
the many scenic vacation spots that can do just that.

This resort is set in a picturesque location with beautiful gardens and a serene
atmosphere. Summit Norling Resort & Spa offers 27 well-appointed rooms, including
luxurious chalets with stunning views of the Himalayas. Guests can enjoy various
recreational activities and unwind by the pond or around a campfire. A serene paradise,
Sikkim is adorned with snow-capped peaks, alpine meadows, and vibrant monasteries,
offering breathtaking views and spiritual tranquility. 

SUMMIT
NORLING

RESORT AND
SPA

(GANGTOK,
SIKKIM)

Situated on the outskirts of Kaziranga National Park, Diphlu River Lodge offers an
authentic experience with its rustic ethnic design. The lodge features comfortable
accommodations and a range of activities such as bird watching, vehicle safaris, and
village treks, making it an excellent choice for nature lovers. A land of rolling tea gardens,
the mighty Brahmaputra, and rich wildlife, Assam is brimming with its natural beauty
and vibrant cultural heritage.

DIPHLU
RIVER LODGE
(KAZIRANGA,

ASSAM)

TAKEAWAY

From the serene hills of Shillong and
Gangtok to the wildlife-rich Kaziranga
and Tawang, these destinations offer both

luxury and tranquility. The aforementioned
resorts offer that entire one can dream of in a
staycation that rejuvenates the mind and soul.
Whether you're seeking a luxurious resort or a
more rustic retreat,
Northeast India provides the perfect haven for
anyone looking to get away from the hustle and
bustle of city life and reconnect with nature.

HOTEL
CLASSIC
GRANDE
(IMPHAL,
MANIPUR)

LUXURIOUS
GETAWAYS IN

NORTHEAST INDIA

A part of the Radisson Individuals
group, Hotel Classic Grande provides
cosy accommodations in Imphal. With
171 rooms and suites featuring
modern amenities, this hotel offers
warm hospitality infused with local
culture. Guests can enjoy exquisite
dining options while taking in views
of the Baruni Hill range. Manipur,
known as the ‘Jewel of India’, boasts of
the world’s only floating lake, ‘Loktak
Lake’ and the serene Keibul Lamjao
National Park, home to the
endangered Sangai deer. It is also
celebrated for its classical dance and
handwoven textiles making it a true
treasure of the Northeast.

lights. The intricate architecture
and devotional atmosphere made
it a highlight of the trip. Dinner
was at the newly opened
Bikanerwala Restaurant on
Chhatikara Road. The delicious
food was the perfect end to the
day.
That night, I received the news I
had been eagerly waiting for, I
had been admitted to my dream
institute, IIMC Dhenkanal! The
happiness and relief were
indescribable. I couldn’t help but
thank the positive energy of this
spiritual trip for making this
moment even more special.
The next morning, we visited the
Shri Krishna Janmabhoomi
Temple, the birthplace of Lord
Krishna. The early morning
peace at the temple was soothing.
We also stopped by the
Dwarkadhish Temple, which is
known for its vibrant morning
rituals. The temples of Mathura
left a deep impression on us with
their history and devotion.
After breakfast near Yamuna
Ghat, we boarded a bus from
Mathura Bus Stand to Tundla. We
had a hearty lunch at Tundla
before catching the Gomti
Express, which took us back to
Lucknow.
This trip was much more than
just a getaway. It gave me the
clarity and positivity I needed,
along with the joy of achieving
my dream. The spiritual vibe of
Mathura and Vrindavan,
combined with their timeless
charm, made it a journey I will
never forget.

The pressure of waiting for
my admission results was
becoming unbearable. My

friend, Vishesh Shukla, suggested
a short trip to Mathura and
Vrindavan, known for their
spiritual aura and rich heritage.
Without much planning, we
packed our bags and boarded the
Lucknow-Agra Intercity Express in
the evening.
The train reached Agra late at
night, and from there, we caught
another train to Mathura. By the
time we arrived in Mathura, it
was around 1 a.m. A short auto
ride costing `50 took us to
Vrindavan, where we stayed at
the Tourist Facilitation Centre.
After a long journey, we finally
got some rest, excited about the
day ahead.
In the morning, we checked into
a modest hotel that charged
`1,300 for 24 hours. After
freshening up, our first stop was
the famous Banke Bihari Temple.
The temple’s energy and devotion
left us amazed. We continued our
exploration with visits to the
ISKCON Temple, Radha Raman
Temple and Nidhivan, each
offering a unique spiritual
experience. Walking through the
streets of Vrindavan, surrounded
by the sound of bhajans and the
sight of devotees, was truly
calming.
After a simple lunch at a local
eatery, we returned to the hotel
for a quick nap. The evening was
reserved for the magnificent
Prem Mandir, which looked
breathtaking under the evening

Mathura’s sacred temples,
peaceful ghats and lively

streets provided the perfect
getaway from the stress of
admission results, writes

MANOJ SINGH NEGI 

SOULFUL
TRAVEL DIARIES



This week brings multiple reasons for joy, with financial
gains flowing from various channels. Your earnings are
likely to be satisfying, though a busy schedule may cause
some mental strain. Work-related travel is also on the
horizon. Midweek may bring sudden, unforeseen shifts,
urging you to release any unhealthy emotional ties to make
space for meaningful growth and deeper fulfillment. As the
week progresses, you may experience a strong urge for
material possessions, which could cloud your judgment.
This period isn’t favorable for starting new ventures, as
impulsive decisions could lead to setbacks. Maintaining a
positive mindset may feel challenging, but staying
grounded and focused will help you avoid falling into a
cycle of negativity and keep you aligned with your true
goals.

Lucky number 6 | Lucky colour Amber
Lucky day Saturday

ARIES March 21-April 19

This week presents an excellent opportunity to channel your
innate creativity into financial growth. You possess a
remarkable ability to transform your aspirations into reality
through focused efforts. Decisions made during this time are
likely to bring favorable outcomes. Your communication skills
are at their peak, allowing you to express your thoughts with
clarity and make a lasting impression on others. Midweek
may bring some delays and restrictions, but your resilience
and unwavering determination will keep you moving toward
success. A significant message or opportunity from afar may
arrive, bringing new prospects. By the end of the week, you
are likely to experience a sense of financial stability and
emotional fulfillment. Trust in your ability to overcome
challenges and embrace the positive outcomes headed your
way.

Lucky number 2 | Lucky colour Black
Lucky day Wednesday

TAURUS April 20-May 20

This week promises plenty of reasons for joy and fulfillment.
A wave of optimism surrounds you, bringing a sense of ease
and progress in your pursuits. Your natural charm and
positive outlook uplift those around you, making you a
source of inspiration. Midweek may present some emotional
challenges, causing momentary unrest. However, this phase
is fleeting, and soon you will feel the divine blessings
restoring your inner peace and balance. Your hard work will
yield visible results, and you’ll be pleasantly surprised at how
far you’ve come. The goals you’ve been working toward will
show signs of accomplishment, bringing recognition and
rewarding opportunities your way. There is also a potential
for significant progress in expanding your horizons, possibly
with meaningful connections that elevate your professional
growth.

Lucky number 4  |  Lucky colour Beige
Lucky day Monday

GEMINI May 21-June 20

Progress may seem gradual, but your perseverance will
lead to significant accomplishments. By channeling your
inner strength, you'll complete your tasks efficiently and
gain recognition for your dedication. Your versatility will
shine, so leverage your skills to the fullest. Your
determination will inspire those around you, and your
ability to communicate effectively will earn admiration and
support from both peers and mentors. As the week
concludes, a surge of creativity will illuminate your ideas,
boosting your productivity. Your passion for life will be
contagious, enhancing both your personal and
professional experiences. Embrace this period as an
opportunity to live fully, enjoy your journey, and create
moments of bliss that uplift your spirit and those around
you.

Lucky number 10 | Lucky colour Lilac
Lucky day Thursday

CANCER June 21-July 22

The week begins with firm decisions concerning both home
and work matters. You exhibit resilience and face life's
challenges with unwavering strength. Potential
disagreements or ego clashes may arise, requiring patience
and wisdom for resolution. It’s a time to reconsider
outdated perspectives and embrace necessary changes,
especially regarding career, family, or relationships. You
may experience emotional stress or health concerns,
emphasizing the need for mental balance and spiritual
reflection. A sense of well-being and financial
improvements uplift your mood. You’ll feel inspired to
indulge in life’s comforts and display generosity toward
those in need. This period encourages finding harmony
between ambition and compassion, fostering both personal
success and inner fulfillment.

Lucky number 13 | Lucky colour White
Lucky day Sunday

VIRGO Aug 23-Sep 22

The week unfolds with a surge of motivation and creativity.
You feel inspired and energized, ready to embrace new
beginnings and meaningful pursuits. A fresh spark propels
you toward personal and professional growth, allowing you to
manage your commitments with ease and confidence.
Midweek brings moments of joy and togetherness, as
celebrations and achievements within the family create a
harmonious atmosphere. Milestones such as career
advancements, personal projects, or family accomplishments
bring pride and excitement. The positive energy around you
uplifts your spirit, making each moment more enjoyable. As
the week concludes, your resilience and dedication stand out,
serving as a source of inspiration for others. Your efforts pave
the way for well-deserved success, reinforcing your belief in
your ability to overcome challenges and achieve your goals.

Lucky number 11 | Lucky colour Jade
Lucky day Monday

LIBRA Sep 23-Oct 22

You have been putting in immense effort in various
areas, striving for progress, but the outcomes may feel
delayed. Your dedication and determination are
undeniable, though financial gains might appear slow
this week. However, do not lose hope—better prospects
are on the horizon as the days advance, bringing the
potential for significant achievements. Guidance and
encouragement from elders or mentors will prove
invaluable as they genuinely wish to see you excel. Trust
that your hard work will pay off at the right time. The key
this week is to embrace patience and trust in your
journey. Remember, a solid foundation leads to lasting
success. You’re closer to your breakthrough than you
think, and perseverance will turn your aspirations into
long-term accomplishments.

Lucky number 19 | Lucky colour Opal
Lucky day Friday

This week will keep you occupied with various aspects of
life, requiring your full focus and dedication. Domestic
matters may take priority at the start, and significant life
events could unfold for some, bringing important
commitments. Travel plans may emerge midweek.
Professionally, your determination to excel will drive you
to work tirelessly toward your ambitions. There is also a
possibility of a joyful addition to the family. By the
week's end, your efforts will bear fruitful results, with
financial gains bringing relief and security. Those seeking
career opportunities may receive an offer that aligns with
their expectations, presenting a promising future.
Overall, the week concludes with a sense of achievement
and contentment, offering moments of joy and
celebration.

Lucky number 13 | Lucky colour Pink
Lucky day Tuesday

AQUARIUS Jan 20-Feb 18

PISCES Feb 19-March 20

The week ahead brings a whirlwind of activity across
multiple aspects of life, requiring your focus and
commitment. Domestic matters may take center stage
initially, with important decisions shaping your personal
environment. Romantic prospects may lead to significant
developments for singles. Travel could feature mid-week,
while professional ambitions drive you to work tirelessly,
refining your expertise to meet your aspirations. Family
news related to a new addition may arise, adding joy to the
atmosphere. As the week concludes, the rewards of your
dedication become evident, with promising financial gains
enhancing your sense of stability. Job seekers may receive
a lucrative offer that aligns with their goals. Overall, this
period invites you to celebrate progress and embrace
contentment as efforts bear fruit.

Lucky number 17 | Lucky colour Pine
Lucky day Friday

CAPRICORN Dec 22-Jan 19

LEO July 23-Aug 22 

This week emphasizes inner resilience and emotional balance.
It’s about harnessing your inner power with grace and
staying composed amidst challenges. Strength comes from
self-control and the courage to see through illusions,
enabling you to navigate situations with clarity. Guidance may
come from a wise and insightful individual, likely someone
you admire for their wisdom and intuition. Their perspective
may inspire you to make significant life decisions. This period
serves as a reminder to awaken spiritually—practice
mindfulness, meditate, and reconnect with your higher
purpose. Focus on grounding yourself through meaningful
rituals. It's essential to move beyond fantasies and wishful
thinking, as they can distract you from your true path.
Embrace the present with focus and determination to make
lasting progress.

Lucky number 22 | Lucky colour Green
Lucky day Wednesday

SAGITTARIUS Nov 22-Dec 21

YOUR
WEEK

AHEAD
MADHU KOTIYA
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Madhu Kotiya is a tarot card reader, spiritual healer, and Founder, MShezaim Institute of Tarot and Divination. Contact details: madhu@indiatarot.com, www.indiatarot.com, M: 9873283331

This week promises financial growth and material comfort,
bringing a sense of stability to your life. Alongside these
gains, you may feel drawn towards spiritual practices such
as meditation and mindful breathing, finding solace in
moments of inner peace. You might also feel inclined to
host or participate in religious ceremonies at home, seeking
harmony and positivity. However, midweek could bring
some emotional turbulence, particularly in your personal
relationships. Misunderstandings with your partner could
lead to feelings of disconnection. It’s important to reflect on
your desires and clarify your priorities to regain control.
Guard against a pessimistic mindset, as negative thinking
may cloud your perspective. Instead of dwelling on what’s
lacking, focus on what you’ve achieved and confront
challenges with resilience and courage.

Lucky number 9 | Lucky colour Aqua
Lucky day Thursday

SCORPIO Oct 23-Nov 21

You will feel a deep sense of blessings and divine favor
surrounding you. This is a period of joy, renewal, and healing,
where you take center stage in your personal and professional
life. Inner harmony and well-being will align, enhancing your
confidence and reputation. Newfound inspiration and courage
will lead you to embrace positive changes, marking the
conclusion of old chapters. There may be shifts in your
perspectives or lifestyle choices, ushering in fresh beginnings.
Whether it’s a career opportunity, personal goal, or significant
purchase, exciting developments await. The latter part of the
week promises familial joy and celebrations. Partnerships,
whether romantic, professional, or contractual, may also
flourish. A wave of positivity will bring emotional and spiritual
fulfillment, leaving you content and energized for the future
ahead.

Lucky number 8 | Lucky colour Golden
Lucky day Tuesday

Now yyou ccan wwrite tto uus aat agendapioneer@dailypioneer.com

We are perpetually in pursuit of the
next thrill of happiness. Perhaps
it's a luxurious Bentley, an exclu-

sive beach getaway, or that coveted Birkin
bag. These indulgences certainly light up
our lives for a moment. But then, like
clockwork, the novelty wears off. The
stresses of life take over, and we find our-
selves once again in the relentless pursuit
of the next object of happiness.
In the 1970s, Richard Easterlin observed
that an increase in income over time did
not lead to a long-term increase in happi-
ness. This paradox is often referred to as
the Easterlin Paradox—remains a corner-
stone in discussions about material wealth
and its limited capacity to deliver sustained
joy. While material comforts undoubtedly
bring fleeting satisfaction, they fall short of
providing the enduring happiness we so
desperately seek.
Moreover, your happiness level is geneti-
cally influenced. If your mother isn't a
happy person, chances are you aren't
either. A study by Lucas, Clark, et al. in
2003 found that major life events such as
marriage, divorce, or widowhood brought
temporary changes in happiness, but most
people returned to their baseline levels
within a few years. This gave rise to the Set
Point Theory, which explains that individ-
uals' happiness levels are remarkably stable
over time.
Within our brains, there's a division of
duties: the 'Stress Brain,' tackling worries
and tensions, and the 'Happy Brain,'

spreading joy and fostering connections.
Genetically happier individuals show high-
er activity in the 'Happy Brain' and lower
activity in the 'Stress Brain,' shaping their
positive outlook on life.
So, are those not genetically predisposed to
higher happiness levels doomed to a nega-
tive state of mind? Not at all! Our brains
have an amazing ability to reorganize
themselves by forming new neural connec-
tions throughout our lives—a process
called neuroplasticity. This dynamic ability
of the brain means that our mental state is
not set in stone, offering hope to those
who wish to elevate their happiness levels.
One proven way to increase activity in the
happy brain and reduce activity in the
stress brain, thus raising the happiness
baseline, is consistent meditation
(Fredrickson et al., 2008). Beyond altering
neural activity, meditation helps to culti-
vate a deeper sense of awareness, allowing
us to separate fleeting desires from what
genuinely brings contentment.
Our minds carry deep-seated traumas
from childhood, parental influences, past
relationships, and more. These emotional
scars often go unnoticed or unaddressed,
yet they dictate much of our behaviour.
Rather than addressing these issues, we
often suppress them and seek distraction
in new pursuits. However, as Bessel van
der Kolk explains in The Body Keeps the
Score, buried trauma doesn't disappear; it
can lead to physical ailments, mental
health challenges, addictions, relationship

difficulties, and self-esteem issues.
Meditation acts as a tool for healing and
unwinding old negative patterns and trau-
mas. It provides a safe space to clear emo-
tions of sadness, fear and stress held in the
body for weeks, years or even since child-
hood. In doing so, it allows the mind to
focus and work through these issues.
Consider this: meditating for just 20 min-
utes every day for a year accumulates 7.3k
minutes of dedicated self-care and intro-
spection. Over the years, this consistent
practice allows significant time for the
mind to process and resolve deep-seated
issues. This builds a more resilient, confi-
dent, and calm version of ourselves, better
equipped to navigate life’s inevitable chal-
lenges.
Supporting this, research by Davidson et

al. (2003) found that an 8-week mindful-
ness meditation program significantly
improved emotional regulation and
immune function, demonstrating medita-
tion's profound impact on both mental
and physical health. The ripple effects of
this practice can extend far beyond the
individual, improving relationships, deci-
sion-making, and even workplace produc-
tivity.
Meditation doesn't make you happy.
Rather, it alleviates what blocks you from
finding and appreciating happiness. This
distinction is crucial. Happiness isn’t some-
thing you attain—it’s something you
uncover once you remove the mental and
emotional clutter. The key, however, lies in
consistency. Just as you cannot achieve a
sculpted physique by working out strenu-
ously for four hours once a month, you
cannot see significant results by meditating
for two hours sporadically. A few minutes
of daily practice, however, can profoundly
impact your well-being.
The benefits of mindfulness and medita-
tion go beyond personal happiness.
Communities practicing mindfulness often
report lower crime rates and greater social
cohesion. Families that meditate together
strengthen their bonds, developing empa-
thy and understanding for each other's
perspectives. Imagine the collective impact
if more people embraced mindfulness as a
daily practice—it could transform soci-
eties, one individual at a time.
Furthermore, meditation enhances our

ability to live in the present moment. In a
world constantly pulling us in a hundred
different directions—emails, deadlines,
social obligations, and endless to-do lists—
it is easy to lose sight of what truly matters.
Mindfulness brings us back to the now,
allowing us to savour the small joys we
often overlook: the warmth of a morning
sunbeam, the taste of a perfectly brewed
cup of tea, or the laughter of a loved one.
Another compelling aspect of meditation
is its accessibility. Unlike other tools for
self-improvement, meditation requires no
special equipment, expensive member-
ships, or even a lot of time. It is universally
available, adaptable to any lifestyle, and
backed by centuries of practice across cul-
tures. Whether through guided medita-
tions, breathing exercises, or silent self-
reflection, there is a form of meditation
suitable for everyone.
In conclusion, as Lao Tzu, an ancient
Chinese philosopher, said, "To a mind that
is still, the whole universe surrenders."
Meditation may not provide the instant
gratification of a material purchase or the
thrill of a vacation, but it offers something
far more valuable: a pathway to inner
peace, resilience, and enduring happiness.
By embracing mindfulness and making it a
consistent part of our lives, we can trans-
form not only our personal well-being but
also contribute to a more compassionate
and harmonious world.

— She is a Life Coach and Founder of
Soulful Wellness

The Science of Mindfulness

Meditation enables
healing, resilience,

and clarity through
consistent self-care,

promoting emotional
balance and overall

mental well-being
over time
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