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DUTY CUT ON SMARTPHONE
PARTS TO HIT ELECTRONICS
ECOSYSTEM: GTRI

India’s GDP growth to be
slowest since Pandemic

Punjab village rewards liquor, DJ-free, weddings with cash

BSF refutes
claims of BGB
control over
border area

SC orders quick
appointments in CIC

6.8-magnitude quake in Tibet kills
95 people with tremors felt in Nepal

‘Rajasthan Maru Udaan’ women’s
empowerment rolls out statewide

WEATHER
AQI 296
MAX 16.2°C(-2.8)
MIN 10.5°C(+3.6)

India boosts surveillance for HMPV

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

India’s economic growth rate
is estimated to slip to a four-

year low of 6.4 per cent in
2024-25, mainly on account
of poor showing by the
manufacturing and services
sector, according to
government data released on
Tuesday.
The gross domestic product
(GDP) rate of 6.4 per cent will
be the lowest since the Covid
year (2020-21) when the
country witnessed a negative
growth of 5.8 per cent. It was
9.7 per cent in 2021-22; 7 per
cent in 2022-23; and 8.2 per
cent in the last fiscal ended
March 2024.
The first advance estimates of
National Income for 2024-25
released by the National
Statistics Office (NSO) is
lower than the 6.6 per cent
projected by the Reserve Bank
in December 2024. It is also a
tad lower than the finance
ministry’s initial projection of
6.5-7 per cent. The advance
estimates will be used in
preparation for the Union
Budget to be presented by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Lok Sabha
on February 1.
The manufacturing sector
output is expected to
decelerate to 5.3 per cent from
a high of 9.9 per cent recorded
in the previous fiscal, NSO

said in the first advance
estimates of National Income
for 2024-25. The services
sector, comprising trade,
hotels, transport and
communications, is estimated
to expand at 5.8 per cent
against 6.4 per cent in 2023-
24.
On the other hand, the farm
sector is estimated to record a
growth of 3.8 per cent in the
current fiscal, up from 1.4 per
cent in 2023-24. “Real GDP
has been estimated to grow
by 6.4 per cent in FY 2024-25
as compared to the growth
rate of 8.2 per cent in
Provisional Estimate (PE) of
GDP for FY 2023-24,” NSO
said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
JAIPUR

An initiative for women’s
empowerment with a 360-

degree broad-based approach
that was launched in Barmer in
November will now be
extended to cover the entirety
of Rajasthan. ‘Maru Udaan’
was started by Barmer
collector Tina Dabi for
empowering women. The
initiative will be rolled out
across the state on Thursday.
The ‘Rajasthan Maru Udaan’
initiative will cover a range of
activities and sessions such as
on mental and physical health,
skills training, personal finance
m a n a g e m e n t ,

entrepreneurship from home,
self-defence, cybercrime and
driving courses.
It will include training
workshops for millet cookies,
environment conservation,
and water and waste
management. Health camps in
vulnerable pockets will also be
held. The activities will be
organised at the district and
the Panchayat Samiti level.
“Keeping in mind the

programme’s utility and
effectiveness, it will be
implement in all districts from
January 9 under the name
‘Rajasthan Maru Udaan’,”
Neetu Rajeshwar, the women
empowerment department
commissioner, said in an
order.
The medical and health,
industries, police, transport,
agriculture and horticulture,
and the education
departments will participate
in the programme. The
expenditure for programmes
and activities to be organised
under ‘Rajasthan Maru
Udaan’ can be used from the
budget of the Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao Yojana.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
CHANDIGARH/NEW DELHI

In a unique initiative which may set
an example for others both in rural

and urban India, a panchayat in
Punjab’s Bathinda district has
announced an incentive of Rs 21,000
to families who won’t serve liquor or
play DJ music at wedding ceremonies.
The decision was taken to encourage
villagers not to indulge in wasteful
expenditure on marriage functions
and curb liquor abuse.
Ballo village Sarpanch Amarjit Kaur
said that it is generally seen that
quarrels erupt at functions where
alcohol is served and loud music is
played. Moreover, the loud music also
disturbs the studies of students. “We
want to encourage people not to
indulge in wasteful expenditure during
wedding functions,” she said.
The sarpanch said the panchayat has

passed a resolution under which if a
family does not serve liquor or play DJ
music at wedding functions, it will be
given Rs 21,000. Ballo village has a
population of around 5,000 people.
Kaur further said the panchayat has
sought from the government to set up

a stadium in the village so the youth
can be encouraged to take part in
sports activities. “There should be a
stadium in the village so that different
games can be organised,” said the
Sarpanch. The panchayat has also
proposed to set up a biogas plant in the

village. Free seeds will be given to
farmers who opt for organic farming,
she said.
Wedding season becomes a mess for
the city like national Capital Delhi
where liquors, loud music, crackers
have become a fashion and people are
ostentatious about it. “Not only loud
music and crackers but the city goes
under complete mess due to choking
traffic situation. Wish marriage could
be held in a civilised manner but Delhi
is more horrible during the weddings
season. This is worse for the senior
citizens and elderly people as the
marriage processions (baraat) never
deem fit to care about neighbourhood
issue. I have been facing this every
wedding season and worse during
winters when Delhi air is bad. Hope
RWAs and social organizations take a
cue from small town like Bhatinda,”
said Abhay Banerjee, a resident of
Khanpurin south Delhi area.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW DELHI

Amid the detection of cases of human
metapneumovirus (HMPV)

infection in Karnataka, Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu, the Centre
has advised States to step up surveillance
for respiratory illnesses including ILI and
SARI to tackle any exigency, and create
awareness about the prevention of
transmission of the pathogen which is
fast spreading in China.
Union Health Secretary Punya Salila
Srivastava on Monday chaired a virtual
meeting with states and union territories
to take stock of respiratory illnesses and
HMPV cases in the country and public
health measures for their management, a
health ministry statement said. However,
the Centre has not issued any advisory
yet.
The Union Health Secretary said  that
there is no cause of concern for the
public as HMPV has been present

globally since 2001, the statement said,
adding that States have been asked to
strengthen and review the ILI/SARI
surveillance. “The States have been
advised to enhance information,
education and communication (IEC)
and awareness among people regarding
the prevention of transmission of the
virus with simple measures such as
washing hands often with soap and
water; not touching eyes, nose, or mouth
with unwashed hands; avoiding close

contact with people exhibiting symptoms
of the disease; and covering mouth and
nose when coughing and sneezing,” said
the statement.
HMPV is a globally recognised
respiratory virus. It is a viral pathogen
that causes respiratory infections in
people of all age groups.
During the meeting, it was noted that the
IDSP data does not indicate any unusual
rise in influenza-like illness (ILI) and
severe acute respiratory illnesses (SARI)
cases anywhere in the country. All the
detected patients don’t have any foreign
travel history, suggesting that the virus is
indigenous,
This is also corroborated by the ICMR
sentinel surveillance data, it said.
Srivastava reiterated that an increase in
respiratory illnesses is usually seen
during the winter months and that the
country is well prepared for any
potential surge in such cases, the
statement said.

PTI n BEIJING

A6.8-magnitude earthquake struck near one
of Tibet’s holiest cities on Tuesday, killing

at least 95 people and injuring 130 others with
tremors also shaking buildings and forcing
people to run to the streets in neighbouring
Nepal.
According to regional disaster relief
headquarters, the quake jolted Dingri County
in Xigaze in Tibet Autonomous Region in
China at 9:05 am Tuesday (Beijing Time). The
US Geological Service, however, put the
quake’s magnitude at 7.1.
At least 95 people have been confirmed dead
and 130 others injured as of 3 p.M. Tuesday
(local time), state-run Xinhua news agency
reported.
Chinese President Xi Jinping has ordered all-
out rescue efforts to carry out relief and rescue
operations in the affected areas.
Xi ordered utmost efforts to treat the injured
and urged efforts to prevent secondary

disasters, properly resettle affected residents,
and handle the aftermath work effectively.
Following the quake, China Earthquake
Administration launched a level-II
emergency service response and sent a work
team to the site to assist with disaster relief
efforts.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Expressing displeasure, the
Supreme Court on

Tuesday directed
Government to immediately
fill up the vacancies in the
Central Information
Commission and State
Information Commissions.
Court also made
observations on posting only
retired bureaucrats as
Information Commissioners,
while the law suggests for
posting of people from
different walks of life. 
Asking for an expeditious
selection of information
commissioners in the CIC, a
bench of Justices Surya Kant
and N Kotiswar Singh told
Centre, “These posts need to
be filled at the earliest
otherwise what is the use of
having the institution, if we
don’t have people working?” 
The bench criticised the
appointments being made
only from a particular
category of candidates in
the CIC and SICs, and
mulled taking a judicial
note on the presence of
bureaucrats, and not people
from all walks of life, in
these Commissions.  “We
can take judicial notice of
fact that entire
Commissions are loaded
with only one category of
people. Why should only
bureaucrats be appointed
and why not people from
different walks of life are
appointed. We don’t want to
say more but this needs to
be looked into, Justice Surya
Kant said.

PTI n PETRAPOLE

The BSF on Tuesday said
that fencing work at the

border between India and
Bangladesh in Malda district
was going on in a peaceful
manner. BSF South Bengal
DIG Nilotpal Kumar Pandey
said the Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) had raised
an objection over the matter.
He said that a reply has been
given to the BGB by the BSF
authorities.
“Everything is going on in a
peaceful manner,” Pandey
told reporters in Petrapole
in North 24 Parganas
district.
Asked about reports in the
Bangladeshi press claiming
that the BGB has taken
control of the 5-km border
region situated along the
Kodala river in Mohespur
upazilla in Jhenaidah, the
BSF officer said these
reports were totally baseless.
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Mid-week polls in Delhi on Feb 5
RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

With an
announcement of
the 70 assembly

seats in Delhi in a single
phase on February 5 and the
votes will be counted on
February 8 by the Election
Commission (EC), the stage
is set for a fierce triangular
contest between the
incumbent Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), and the
Congress. The battle lines are
drawn between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
developmental model versus
the ‘ freebies’ model touted
by the AAP chief and former
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, who is eyeing a hat-
trick, having swept the 2015
and 2020 elections with 67
and 62 seats, respectively. 
The AAP faces anti-
incumbency, corruption
allegations and an aggressive
BJP in its bid to assume
power for a third successive
term. The Congress will be
keen to regain the national
Capital. Although the
Congress and the AAP
contested the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections together as part of
the INDIA bloc, they will be
competing separately in the
upcoming Assembly polls.
Announcing the dates for the
Assembly polls in Delhi,
Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
said “It is a single-phase
election… We have
deliberately kept polling on a
Wednesday so more people
come out to vote… like we
did in Maharashtra. The
entire election process will be
completed by February 10.”
With the EC’s announcement
of the election schedule, the

Model Code of Conduct
(MCC) is now in effect and
will remain so until the
conclusion of the polls. 
The last date to file
nominations is January 17
and the scrutiny of
nominations will be done by
January 18. Candidates will
be able to withdraw their
nominations till January 20.
Of the 70 seats in Delhi, 58
are general and 12 reserved. 
According to the electoral
roll, Delhi has 1.55 crore
voters -- 83.49 lakh men,
71.74 lakh women and 1,261
transgender persons. There
are 25.89 lakh young voters,
2.08 lakh first-time voters,
and 830 above the age of 100,
Kumar said. More than
13,000 polling stations will
be set up in Delhi, he said. 
Kumar has urged candidates
and political party leaders to
refrain from making remarks
against women and involving
children during poll
campaigns. He was asked

about the recent comment
made by BJP leader Ramesh
Bidhuri against Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.
In 2020, the elections were
announced on January 6,
polling was held on February
8, and votes were counted on
February 11. The 70-member
Assembly’s term concludes
on February 23, necessitating
elections before that to form
a new House.
Except for the Lok Sabha
polls last year when AAP
and Congress joined hands
and together got an
impressive vote share of
43.1%, the two parties-
despite having a similar
vote bank-have always
contested separately.
However, while AAP’s vote
share, since its maiden
election in 2013, was
constantly on the higher
side, the number of people
voting for Congress
decreased significantly in
the last decade.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

In a twist to the ongoing
row over Delhi chief

minister’s official residence at
6, Flag Staff Road at Civil
Lines, the Public Works
Department (PWD) has
withdrawn its offer to allot
the bungalow to Chief
Minister Atishi, as she did
not take “physical
possession” of the house
despite multiple requests
from the department and
issuance of “authority slip”
last October. Countering her
claim that she was evicted
from her official residence
for the second time in three
months, PWD’s sources have
said that the question of
eviction doesn’t arise because
she never took possession of
the bungalow. The PWD has
now offered two choices of
accommodation to Atishi -

Bungalow 2 at 8 Raj Niwas
and Bungalow 115 at Ansari
Road Daryaganj - and asked
her to submit her choice
within eight days.
“A night before the
announcement of the
election date, the BJP-led
government at the Centre has
thrown me out of the chief
minister’s residence for the
second time in two months. I
was sent a letter stating that
the allotment had been
cancelled. The residence has
been snatched from the
elected chief minister of an
elected government. They
did the same thing three
months ago, when I became
chief minister. My belongings
and those of my family were
thrown out of the house and
on the road,” the chief
minister said in Hindi.
In a letter dated January 6,
the PWD letter indicates that

Atishi has not been evicted,
as she never took possession
of the bungalow that was
allocated to her. Secondly,
her official residence at 17
AB Mathura Road remains
allocated to her, and she has
been offered two other
bungalows to choose from.
The letter from the PWD also
clarified that the withdrawal
of the offer for the Flag Staff
Road bungalow occurred for
two main reasons: Atishi
failed to take possession of
the property within the
required one-week period,
despite it being offered three
months earlier.  
Secondly, the ‘Sheesh Mahal’,
where the bungalow is
located, is currently under
investigation by the CBI, ED,
and CAG, due to concerns
over potential corruption
related to its construction.
“Besides, she was supposed

to take possession of the
house within 1 week and she
did not do so in 3 months.
The rules clearly stipulate
that,” said officials adding an
official residence 17 AB
Mathura Road is already
allotted to her and she has
again been given an offer of
three other lavish bungalows
including bungalow number
2 at 8 Raj Niwas Road and
bungalow number 115 at
Ansari Road, Daryan Ganj.
In a notice dated January 6,
2025, Delhi government’s
Public Works Department
(PWD) said the bungalow
at 6, Flag Staff Road is also
not a designated house for
Delhi CM as it belongs to
“General Pool” as per
official records. The CM
has been offered allotment
of Bungalow No 2 at 8 Raj
Niwas Lane, Civil Lines and
Bungalow No 115 Ansari
Road Daryaganj from
“General Pool”.
After former Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal vacated the
Civil Lines bungalow on
October 4, 2024, Atishi had
shifted to the house on
October 6. However, she
was asked to vacate the
premises on October 9 by
the officials of PWD, a
department she heads. She
vacated the bungalow the
same day. Maintaining that
an official “handover” of the
property from Kejriwal to
the department is yet to
take place, PWD officials
had then said the house has
been sealed. 

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
will write to the cabinet

secretary, informing that no
Delhi-specific provision can
be made in the Union Budget
that can disturb the level-
playing field, CEC Rajiv
Kumar said on Tuesday.
Polling for the 70-member
Delhi Assmebly will be held
on February 5 and the votes
counted on February 8.
Responding to a query about
the the Union Budget,
scheduled days ahead of the
polls, Kumar said, “We will
write to the cabinet secretary
that no Delhi-specific
provision can be made in the
Union Budget that can disturb
the level-playing field.”

EC CAUTIONS
CABINET ON DELHI
BUDGET PROVISIONS

PWD withdraws Atishi’s bungalow allotment

Rescue workers search for survivors in the aftermath of an
earthquake in Changsuo Township of Dingri in Xigaze,
southwestern China’s Tibet Autonomous Region PTI

Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar with Election Commissioners Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu during
a press conference for the announcement of the schedule for the Delhi Assembly elections Photo: Ranjan Dimri/Pioneer
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We, Renu Khurana W/o 

Ramesh Kumar Khurana and 

Ramesh Kumar Khurana S/o 

Jamna Dass Khurana R/o #1144, 

Sector-15, Distt-Panchkula had 

disowned our son Sunny Khurana 

from our movable / immovable 

property after he was out of our 

control, the advertisement of which 

was published in the newspaper on 

06-10-2021. Now he is in our 

control. Now we cancel his disown. 

From now on, he has a right over 

our movable / immovable property. 

I, Kuldip Singh S/o Sh. 

Partap Singh Resident of House 

No. 548, Sector 10-D, Chandigarh 

inform that my son Gurbakshish 

Singh and his wife Kiranjeet Kaur 

and their Children are out of my 

control. I disown them from my all 

moveable and Immovable 

Properties. Anybody dealing with 

them will do at their own Risk. 

I, Ganesh son of Shri 

Ramkishan resident of H.No. 183 

village Ugrakhedi tehsil and district 

Panipat declare that my son Sahil 

Sharma and his wife Shalu are 

beyond my control. I evict them 

from my movable and immovable 

property. In future, whoever has 

any dealings or transactions with 

them will be responsible for it 

himself. I and any member of my 

family will not be responsible for 

anything. 

I, Surender Singh S/o Tara 

Chand R/o Village Farmana, 

Sonipat declare that my son Vinay 

is out of my control.So I disown 

them from my all 

movable/immovable property. Any 

body deals with them at owe risk. 

There will be no responsibility for 

me and my family. 

I Polas son of Makhan 

resident of Ward No. 05 Near Polo 

Technical College Gol Bagh 

Ferozepur inform that my son 

Esmile who is beyond my say does 

his own will I evict him from my 

immovable property I have nothing 

to do with him. With this, the lender 

will be responsible himself and I 

and my family will have some not 

responsibility. Related notes. 

I, Amit S/o Shri Raja R/o 

Village Ludas Tehsil & District Hisar 

(Haryana) declare that my 

daughter Sonia, who is married, 

has left her house after marriage 

and she is out of my and my 

family's control, therefore I evicted 

my daughter Sonia from my 

movable-immovable property. She 

herself will be responsible for any 

of her work, transactions and 

behaviour, I and my family will not 

be responsible for this. 

I, Manoj Bhatia S/o Raj Pal 

Bhatia R/o #4, Subhash Colony, 

Karnal (Haryana) declare that my 

son Aayush Bhatia is out of my 

control who is currently living in 

Abbotsford Canada. I disinherit him 

from my entire moveable 

/immovable properties. I have no 

relation with him, anybody dealing 

with him at their own risk. I shall not 

be responsible for any of his act 

and conduct. 

I, Sahil, S/o Yogeshwar 

Pandey, R/o Bhai Jagta Colony, 

Barara, Tehsil Barara (Ambala), 

declare that in the year 2021, in my 

10th certificate issued by the 

Haryana Vidyalaya Shiksha Board, 

Bhiwani (Roll Number)-AW- 

254972 and Certificate Number -

1021114927, and in the year 2023, 

in my 12th certificate issued by the 

Haryana Vidyalaya Shiksha Board, 

Bhiwani (Roll Number)- 1111210 

and Reg. No.-H223/44059/0239, 

my father's name has been 

incorrectly recorded as Yogesh, 

whereas his correct name is 

Yogeshwar Pandey. Kindly take 

note of the same. 

I Veena Rani W/o Ranjeet 

Singh R/o Nangal Nikku Distt 

Rupnager, Now R/o H.no 3509, 

Sector 29D Chandigarh, declared 

that in my husband office record 

my name and DOB wrongly 

mentioned as Veena Devi and 

09.10.1978, whereas my correct 

name is Veena Rani and DOB is 

08.11.1978 

I, Smt. Sujata Kumari legally 

spouse of No.15782864M Rank 

HAV Name Devesh Kumar Mishra 

Unit 131 AD Regt C/o 56 APO 

Bathinda Cantt. (Punjab) 

permanent resident of Near 

Prathmik Vidyalay, Fatehpur, Distt. 

Banka, State Bihar -813101 

declare That I have changed my 

name from Sujata Kumari to Sujata 

Mishra vide affidavit  dated 

07.01.2025 

I, Smt. N Jodhi Lakshmi 

Thanji legally spouse of 

No.15328025N  Rank HAV Name 

Thanji E Unit 440(I) Engr Sqn C/o 

56 APO Bathinda Cantt. (Punjab) 

permanent resident of 3/953A, 

Kottaimedu, Somanathangal, 

Ariyapadi, Distt. Tiruvannamalai, 

State Tamil Nadu-632314 declare 

That I have changed my name 

from N Jodhi Lakshmi Thanji to N 

Jodhilakshmi vide affidavit  dated 

07.01.2025 

I, Kanaka legally mother of 

No.15328025N  Rank HAV Name 

Thanji E Unit 440(I) Engr Sqn C/o 

56 APO Bathinda Cantt. (Punjab) 

permanent resident of 3/953A, 

Kottaimedu, Somanathangal, 

Ariyapadi, Distt. Tiruvannamalai, 

State Tamil Nadu-632314 declare 

That I have changed my name 

from Kanaka to Kanagammal E 

vide affidavit  dated 07.01.2025 

I, No. 4007257M Rank Hav. 

Vipan Kumar S/o Madan Lal R/o 

Village & P.O. Dholbaha Distt. 

Hoshiarpur (Punjab) Declare that 

in my Service Record my mother 

Salochana Devi name has been 

wrongly mentioned as Sulochana 

Devi but her correct name is 

Salochana Devi. Concerned Note. 

 I, Sanjay Kumar S/o Sham 

Dass # 2358, Sector 38-C, 

Chandigarh is hereby declare that 

in documents issued by HUDA, 

Panchkula(Haryana) my 

Grandfather name written 

advertantly as Chuni Lal instead of 

father's name which is Sham 

Dass. In future, my father's name 

ie. Sham Dass may be treated 

instead of my grandfather's name 

in all Documents. 

I, Smt. Swarn Kaur widow of 

No. 3374278 Hony Nb Sub Amrik 

Singh resident of House No. 388, 

Gillco Valley Sector-127 Kharar 

Distt. SAS Nagar (Punjab) hereby 

declare that my name Sowaran 

Kaur and date of birth 12-12-1959 

has been recorded in service 

documents of my husband which is 

incorrect. The correct name is 

Swarn Kaur and date of birth is 26-

01-1959 as recorded in my Aadhar 

Card, Pan Card, Voter Card and 

Passport. 

I, No. 15332452F Rank Hav 

Sareesh O R S/o Rajan O R R/o 

VTC & Po. Edathirinji, Distt-

Thrissur State-Kerala-680122 now 

at unit 15 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

declared I have changed my son’s 

name Akshath OS to Akshath O S 

Vide affidavit dated 07-01-25 by 

notary Distt Court Bathinda. 

I, Sapana Devi W/o Ram 

Prasad Meena R/o Vill: Sarjoly 

Post-Booj Teh-Jamwaramgarh 

Distt. Jaipur Pin-303109 have 

changed my name Sapana Devi to 

Sapna Devi vide affidavit dated 07-

01-2025 by notary Distt. Court 

Bathinda. 

I, Sreekala IR spouse of No. 

15332452F Rank Hav Sareesh O 

R R/o VTC & Po. Edathirinji, Distt. 

Thrissur, State-Kerala-680122 now 

at unit 15 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

declared that I have changed my 

name Sreekala IR to Sreekala I R 

vide affidavit dated 07-01-25 by 

notary distt Court Bathinda. 

I, No. 15220136F Rank Hav 

Satwinder Singh S/o Darbara 

Singh R/o Sohag HE, i, Fatehgarh 

Sahib, Punjab-147104 now at unit 

3 MED Regt C/o 56 APO declared 

that I have changed my daughter 

name Awnoor Kaur to Avnoor Kaur 

vide affidavit dated 07-01-24 by 

notary Distt. Court Bathinda. 

I, Rajan OR father of No. 

15332452F Rank Hav Sareesh O 

R R/o VTC & Po. Edathirinji Distt. 

Thrissur, State-Kerala-680122 now 

at unit 15 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

declared that my name Rajan OR 

and DOB 01-07-1959 is wrongly 

entered in my son’s Service 

records. But my correct name is 

Rajan O R and DOB 23-11-1958 

vide affidavit dated 07-01-25 by 

notary Distt. Court Bathinda. 

I, Santoshi Khanra mother of 

No. 15750932F Rank Sigmn 

Suman Khanra R/o Khas 

Ramkarchar, Po. Khas 

Ramkarchar, Distt. South Twenty 

Four Parganas West Bengal Pin-

743373 now at unit 2 EW BN C/o 

56 APO declared that my DOB 15-

02-1983 is wrongly entered in my 

son’s Service records. But my 

correct DOB is 17-09-1983 vide 

affidavit Dated 07-01-2025 by 

notary Distt. Court Bathinda. 

I, Valsala Mother of No. 

15332452F Rank Hav Sareesh O 

R R/o VTC & Po. Edathirinji, Distt. 

Thrissur, State Kerala-680122 now 

at unit 15 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

declared that my name Valsala and 

DOB 01-07-1963 is wrongly 

entered in my son’s Service 

records. But my correct name is 

Valsala T K and DOB 08-11-1959 

vide affidavit dated 07-01-25 by 

notary Distt. Court Bathinda. 

I, Jagtap Sampat Tukaram 

R/o Rajewadi, Pune-412401 

Maharashtra have my families 

name and DOB incorrectly  entered 

in my service records my father 

name Tukaram Laxman J and 

DOB 01-07-1953 and mother 

name Nanda Bai and DOB 01-07-

1956 is incorrect. But correct name 

and DOB is Tukaram Laxman 

Jagtap and DOB 14-05-1946 and 

Nanda Tukaram Jagtap and DOB 

01-01-1955 vide affidavit No. 

QE0023670463 dated 07-01-25 by 

notary Distt. Court Bathinda. 

I, Sarabindu Khanra father of 

No. 15750932F Rank Sigmn 

Suman Khanra R/o Khas 

Ramkarchar, Po. Khas 

Ramkarchar, Distt. South Twenty 

Four Parganas, West Bengal, Pin-

743373 now at unit 2EW BN C/o 

56 APO declared that my name 

Sarabindu Khanra and DOB 23-06-

1977 is wrongly entered in my 

son’s service records. But my 

correct name is Sarabinda Khanra 

and DOB is 01-01-1975 vide 

affidavit dated 07-01-25 by notary 

distt court Bathinda. 

I, A Arockia Mary mother of 

No. 16117381A Rank Nk IRIN Raj. 

A R/o 113C, NA Gangupattu, Anna 

Nagar, Po. Gangupattu Distt. 

Tiruvannamalai State-Tamil Nadu-

606804 now at unit 15 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 APO declared that my 

name A Arockia Mary and DOB 01-

07-1963 is wrongly entered in my 

son’s service records. But my 

correct name is A Arockiamary and 

DOB 20-04-1962 vide affidavit 

dated 07-01-2025 by notary distt 

court Bathinda. 

I, Baljeet Kaur is Biologically 

mother of No. 19001837X Rank 

L/NK Jagjit Singh (Serving in 

Indian Army HQ 9 INF DIV Camp 

C/o 56 APO) resident of Ward No. 

1, Loham Road, Mudki, Tehsil & 

District Ferozepur, Punjab-142060 

have declared that in my son’s 

service record my name is 

mentioned as Baljeet Kaur, But my 

actual name is Baljit Kaur. So I 

want in my son’s service record my 

name should be mentioned as 

Baljit Kaur vide affidavit dated 

12/12/2024, e-Stamp Certificate 

No. is IN-PB88216314556047W, 

Talwani Bhai Court. 

I, Balvir Singh is Biologically 

father of no. 19001837X Rank 

L/NK Jagjit Singh (Serving in 

Indian Army HQ 9 INF DIV Camp 

C/o 56 APO) resident of Ward No. 

1, Loham Road, Mudki, Tehsil & 

District Ferozepur, Punjab-142060 

have declared that in my son’s 

service record my name is 

mentioned as Balvir Singh, But my 

actual name is Balveer Singh. So, 

I want in my son’s service record 

my name should be mentioned as 

Balveer Singh vide affidavit dated 

12/12/2024, e-Stamp Certificate 

No. is IN-PB88218544019436W, 

Talwani Bhai Court. 

I, No. 4492518X Rank Nk 

name Gurwnder Singh R/o Vill: 

Dharamgarh Po. Buzrak Teh-

Samana (Patiala) declare that in 

my Service documents my mother 

name wrongly entered Gurmeet 

Kaur. But my mother correct name 

is Gurmit Kaur. So amended my 

mother name from Gurmeet Kaur 

to Gurmit Kaur in my Service 

documents. 

I, Gurmit Kaur an legal 

mother of No. 4492518X Rank Nk 

name Gurwnder Singh R/o Vill: 

Dharamgarh Po. Buzrak Teh-

Samana (Patiala) declare that in 

my son Service documents my 

name wrongly entered Gurmeet 

Kaur and wrongly entered DOB 05-

06-1974. But my correct name is 

Gurmit Kaur and correct DOB is 

05-02-1972. So amended my 

name and DOB in my son Service 

documents. 

It is for general information 

that I, Pardeep Kumar S/o Ranjeet 

Singh, R/o VPO-Gheer, Gheer(59), 

Gheer, Karnal, Haryana - 132023, 

declare that name of mine has 

been wrongly written as Pardeep in 

my minor son YASH aged 17 years 

In 10th Class School Certificate 

Cum Marksheet. The actual name 

of mine is Pardeep Kumar, which 

may be amended accordingly. 

I, Harmeet Singh (Aadhar 

Card 3161 4906 0272) S/o 

Harbans Singh R/o H.No. 39/4, 

Deol Nagar, Jalandhar declare that 

in some documents my name is 

mentioned as Harmeet Singh 

whereas in some other documents 

my name is mentioned as Harmeet 

Singh Saggu. That Both these 

name i.e. Harmeet Singh and 

Harmeet Singh Saggu one and 

same person. 

It is for information that I 

Gurshobit Singh S/o Harvinder 

Singh Ladhar R/o H.No. 25, Street 

and Ward No. 3, Vill. Deelwal, 

Patiala, PO University (Patiala), 

Distt. Patiala, Punjab-147002 

declares that in my CBSE 10th 

Class Mark Sheet and Certificate 

my father’s name has been 

wrongly written as Harvinder 

Singh. The actual name of my 

father is Harvinder Singh Ladhar, 

which may be amended 

accordingly. 

I, Gurwinder Kaur Sidhu D/o 

Amarjeet Singh R/o Bhago Majra, 

P.O. Bhagwantpur Singh, 

Rupnagar have changed my name 

from Gurwinder Kaur Sidhu to 

Gurwinder Kaur. 

I, Virender S/O Sh Krishan 

Dass R/O Village Sandoa Tehsil 

Sunni District Shimla, HP 171019 

declare that I have changed my 

name Virender to Virender Kumar. 

All concerned please note. 

Virender Kumar and Virender is 

one and same person. 

I, Sukham Sawhney Alias 

Sudesh Alias Sukham Sahni D/O 

Pahalwan Hari Chand Sahni W/O 

Manmohan Krishan Sawhney R/O 

10-A, Adhunik Vihar, Mamun, 

Pathankot, Punjab-145001, Have 

Changed My Name To Sukham 

Sawhney. 

I, Amarjeet Singh Sidhu S/o 

Late Sucha Singh R/o V. P.O. 

Hoshiarpur Taqipur. Mohali my 

name from Amarjeet Singh Sidhu 

to Amarjeet Singh. 

I, Kuldeep Kaur Sidhu W/o 

Amarjeet Singh R/o V. P.O. 

Hoshiarpur Taqipur. Mohali have 

changed my name from Kuldeep 

Kaur Sidhu to Kuldeep Kaur. 

I, Lavish Tyagi S/o Sandeep 

R/o Ward No.7, Garhi Kesri, 

Ganaur, Sonipat (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Lavish to 

Lavish Tyagi. 

I, Vikas S/o Shri Prem Chand 

R/o village Rangian Mandi, 

Kuldeep Nagar, Ambala Cantt 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed my name from Vikash to 

Vikas. In the future, I should be 

known as Vikas. 

I, Kamaljit S/o Bachint Ram 

R/o Village & PO Pandori Bibi Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 

my name from Kamaljit to Kamaljit 

Kumar. Concerned note. 

I, Rajesh Goel son of Shri 

Asha Ram resident of H.No. 410, 

Gate No. 5, New Jagan Nath Vihar 

Panipat, Distt Panipat-132103, 

state that I have changed my name 

from Rajesh Goel to Rajesh 

Kumar. 

I, Sakshi Goel daughter of 

Shri Rajesh Kumar resident of 

H.No. 410, Gate No. 5, New Jagan 

Nath Vihar Panipat, Distt Panipat-

132103, state that I have changed 

my name from Sakshi Goel to 

Sakshi. 

I, Ranjana Garg W/o Atul 

Garg R/o 1851-C/4, Civil Line, 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Ranjna Garg to Ranjana Garg. 

I, Bimlesh S/o Raghunath 

Singh R/o 2318, Ward no. 18, 

Vishal Nagar, Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar have changed my 

name from Bimlesh Patel to 

Bimlesh. 

I, Nakshatr Kour Mother of 

Man Mohan Singh R/o #48-D, 

Golden Castle, Dyalpura Road, 

Near Chimney Heights, Zirakpur, 

SAS Nagar Mohali have changed 

my name from Nakshatr Kour to 

Nakshattar Kaur vide Affidavit No - 

IN-CH53859991343029W Dated 

26-12-2024 before Notary, Distt. 

Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Deepak Ranjan father of 

Satvik R/o #139, Sector 47-

A,Chandigarh have changed my 

son name from Satvik to Satvik 

Ray vide Affidavit No - IN-

CH53110208275900W Dated 

16-12-2024 before Notary, Distt. 

Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Saraswathy P Mother of 

Marush P S R/o #10/5-1, C I S 

Church Street, Kanimadam, 

Agasteeswaram, Kanniyakumari, 

Tamil Nadu 629401 have changed 

my name from Saraswathy P to 

Saraswathi P vide Affidavit No - IN-

CH53702375459762W Dated 

18-12-2024 before Notary, Distt. 

Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Vaneet Sood S/o Vinod 

Kumar Sood, R/o House no- 20, 

Sector- 6 Panchkula Haryana have 

changed my name to Vaneet 

Kumar Sood. 

I, Geeta Pundir W/o Anil 

Kumar Pundir R/o 340-F, Professor 

Colony, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Geeta 

Rani Pundir to Geeta Pundir. 

I Sushil Kumar Dogra Alias 

Sushil Dogra S/O RAM Singh R/O 

205 Sector 15A Chandigarh Have 

Changed My Name To Sushil 

Kumar. 

I, Sharda mother of No. 

3208316N NK Pawan Kumar of 4 

Jat Regt. R/o village Ban Mandori, 

PO Ban Mandori, Tehsil & Distt. 

Fatehabad - 125053 declares that 

in my son's service documents my 

name is wrongly mentioned as 

Sharda Devi while my actual name 

is Sharda as per my civil and family 

records. Now, I want to make it 

correct as Sharda in my son's 

service documents. 

I, Sumitra mother of No. 

3210399H L/NK Parmod Kumar of 

4 Jat Regt. R/o village Bhadi, PO 

Bhadi, Tehsil Bhadra, Distt. 

Hanumangarh - 335501 declares 

that in my son's service documents 

my name is wrongly mentioned as 

Sumitra Devi while my actual name 

is Sumitra as per my civil and 

family records. Now, I want to 

make it correct as Sumitra in my 

son's service documents.  

I, Krishan Kumar S/o Sh. 

Thana Ram R/o Ward No.12, 

Krishna Colony, Near Hanuman 

Mandir, Tehsil Samalkha, Distt. 

Panipat, I have changed my name 

from Krishan Chand to Krishan 

Kumar for all future purposes. 

I, Rajbir Singh S/o Satpal 

Singh R/o Village Dharsul Kalan, 

Tehsil Tohana, Distt. Fatehabad 

declares that in my passport my 

name spelling wrongly mentioned 

as Rajvir Singh while my name 

actual spelling is Rajbir Singh. 

Now, I want to make it correct as 

Rajbir Singh in my passport. 

I, Sonia Rani D/o Des Raj 

R/o 124 A, Ward No. 10, Sanyas 

Ashram Road, Fatehabad, 

Haryana 125050 have changed 

my name to Sonia for all purposes. 

I, Hafiza Begum Mother of 

17027617Y Sep Haniful Rahaman 

Khan S/o Sirajuddin Khan R/o 

618/C, Chandimandir Cantt, 

Haryana declared that in my Son’s 

service documents my name and 

DOB is erroneously written as 

Haphija Begam 01.01.1969 

whereas my correct name and 

DOB is Hafiza Begum 01.01.1970. 

I Rani W/o Samson R/o 

House No 2267/1, Near Park, 

Sector 45-C, Chandigarh inform 

that I am Known by the names as 

Rani Atmaram D/o Atmaram, Rani 

D/o Atmaram , Rani W/o Samson. 

All names belong to me. 

I, hitherto known as Madan 

Lal Son of Pritam Ram Resident of 

House No. 2288, Street No. 2 

Band, Near Mohan Lal Dipu, 

Abdulapur Basti Ludhiana, Punjab-

141003 India have changed my 

name and shall hereafter be 

known as Harmohan Singh. 

I, Sant Lal S/o Bhuru Ram 

R/o VPO Barwa, Siwani hereby 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Santlal (Given Name) 

to Sant (Given Name) and Lal (Sur 

name) for future purposes. 

I, Shaurya Goyal S/o Sh. 

Anup Kumar R/o SCO 61, Red 

Square Market, Hisar, Haryana 

hereby declare that I have 

changed my name from  Shaurya 

to Shaurya Goyal  for all future 

purpose. 

I, Anup Goyal/Anoop Goyal 

S/o Sh. Omparkash Goyal R/o 

SCO 61, Red Square Market, 

Hisar, Haryana hereby declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Anup Goyal/Anoop Goyal to Anup 

Kumar for all future purpose. 

We Vikram Mahajan & Vibha 

MahajaN  R/O H.No- 5-A Ram 

Nagar Ambala  Cantt have 

changed our Minor Daughter’s 

Name from Hridya to Hridya 

Mahajan. In future she will be 

known as  Hridya Mahajan. 

I Surjit Rani  D/o Late Shri 

Sardar Masih R/o Village Jagoli  

Ambala  City inform that in my 

passport my father's name was 

wrongly mentioned as Sardar 

Singh. According to  all my 

documents, my correct name is 

Sardar Masih. 

I, Subhash Chahal S/o Sh. 

Balbir Singh R/o Village Guhna, 

Tehsil & Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 

declares that I have changed my 

name from Subhash Chahal to 

Subhash Chand. In future, I will be 

known by the name of Subhash 

Chand. All concerned please note. 

I, Devi Singh Rawal s/o 

Sabira Singh, resident of village 

Khojkipur, Tehsil Bapoli, District 

Panipat. In some of my papers my 

name is Devi Singh Rawal and 

Devi Singh. Now I have changed 

my name Devi Singh Rawal to 

Devi Singh.  

I, Devi Singh Rawal s/o 

Sabira Singh, s/o Jhandu, resident 

of village Khojkipur, Tehsil Bapoli, 

District Panipat. In my different 

papers my father's name is Sabira 

Singh, Sabir Rawal and Sabira, 

But correct name is Sabira Rawal. 

I, Smt. Vidia Devi W/o No. 

11036067X Ex Hav (Hony Nb Sub) 

Chaman Lal R/o Vill. Sherpur 

Golind, PO Nainowal Jattan, Tehsil 

& Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my date of birth from 01-

09-1953 to 10-02-1950.   

I, No. 1575916P Ex Nk 

Rashpal Chand S/o Sh. Nanak 

Chand R/o Village & PO  

Mehtabpur Tehsil Mukerian Distt. 

Hoshiarpur (PB) has changed my 

son's name from Dalvinder Kaur to 

Daljinder Kaur. Concern Note. 

I, No. 1575916P Ex Nk 

Rashpal Chand S/o Sh. Nanak 

Chand R/o Village & PO 

Mehtabpur Tehsil Mukerian Distt. 

Hoshiarpur (PB) has changed my 

son's name from Paramvir Singh 

to Paramveer Singh. Concern 

Note. 

I, Manavjeet Singh Dhillon 

S/o Vikramjit Singh R/o Kotla 

Saidan, Amritsar, Punjab-143502 

have changed my name from 

Manavjeet Singh Dhillon to 

Manavjeet Singh. 

I, Vikramjeet Singh S/o 

Gurmeet Singh R/o Village Kotla 

Saida, PO Kathu Nangal, Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab have changed 

my name from Vikramjeet Singh to 

Vikramjit Singh. 

I, Daler Singh S/o Harwinder 

Singh R/o VPO Vanieyke, Tehsil 

Ajnala, Distt. Amritsar, Punjab-

143109 have changed my name 

from Daler Singh to Singh is my 

surname and Daler is my given 

name. 

I, Aanand S/o Mehar Singh 

R/o Village Amritpur Kalan, PO 

Kalron Distt. Karnal (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Anand to Aanand. In future I should 

be known as Aanand. 

I, Sarmila w/o Anil Kumar R/o 

H.no.-1855, Sec- 23, Sonipat 

declare that in my passport  my 

husband's name wrongly written as 

Anil Kumar Rose. But my husband 

correct name is  Anil Kumar. Anil 

Kumar and Anil Kumar Rose both 

are same and one person. 

I, Sudagar Singh father of 

JC-701426A Ex Sub Pankaj 

Salaria R/o Vilage  Bhatoya  PO 

Taragarh,  Teh Pathankot, Distt 

Pathankot (Punjab) -143534 have 

changed my name from Sudagar 

Singh to Sodagar Singh being 

wrongly mentioned in Army Record 

of my son. 

I, Darshana Devi W/o No: 

3956291 Late-NK- Jagir Singh 

Resident of Village- Jalal Pur PO- 

Bhathian Tehsil and Distt- 

Gurdaspur, State Punjab, that I 

declare changed my name from 

Darshana Kumari to Darshana 

Devi in my husband army record. 

I, Sawinder Kaur M/o Service 

No. 3402391L Ex- HAV- Harprit 

Singh S/o Salwinder Singh 

Resident of Village- Langar Wal 

PO- Parowal Tehsil- Batala Distt- 

Gurdaspur, Punjab, That I declare 

change my name from Swinder 

Kaur to Sawinder Kaur and date of 

birth from 20/08/1955 to 

01/01/1953 in my husband army 

record. 

I, Ravneet Singh s/o 

Sukhdev Singh R/O Purani Abadi 

Awankha pin code no. 143531 

District Gurdaspur declared that 

Ravneet is my given name and 

Singh is my surname . All 

concerned note. 

I, Balram S/O Rangi Lal # 

221, Phase 2, Sector 26, Bapu 

Dham Colony, Chandigarh have 

changed the name of my minor 

daughter from Aarvi to Saanvi. 

I, Ravin Kumar  S/o Ram 

Avtar  R/o House No. 53, New Anaj 

Mandi Hisar (Haryana) declare that 

I have changed my name from  

Ravin Kumar  to  Ravin Goyal  for 

all future purpose. 

I, Sunita W/o Kul Bhushan 

R/o H. No. 248, Near Pili Kothi, 

Jawahar Nagar, Hisar Haryana 

125001 declare that I have 

changed my name from Sunita to 

Sunita Devi for all future purpose.  

I, Deepak S/o Ajay Sah R/o H. 

No. N-90, New Model Town 

Extention, Hisar Haryana 125001 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Deepak to Deepak 

Gupta  for all future purpose.  

I Hitherto Known As 

Lakhwinder Kaur W/O Kuldeep 

Singh, Residing At House No.190, 

Ward No.4, Nandi Colony, Lalheri 

Road, Khanna, District Ludhiana, 

Punjab-141401, Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Lakhveer Kaur. It Is 

Certified That I Have Complied 

With Other Legal Requirements In 

This Connection. 

I, Simpal Sharma W/O Ram 

Kumar R/O Sandhir(70), Karnal, 

Haryana-132117 have changed my 

name to Reema. 

I, Anil Kumar Verma S/O 

Ramesh Lal Verma R/O House No-

3, Ward No-12 Street No-10, 

Krishna Nagar Amloh Road, 

Khanna, Ludhiana, Punjab-141401 

have changed my name to Anil 

Verma. 

I, Sushant Alias Sushant 

Budhwar S/O Jagbir R/O Sunari 

Kalan(101), Rohtak, Haryana-

124001 have changed my name to 

Sushant Budhwar. 

I, Jagdeep Singh Sidhu S/O 

Ajmer Singh R/O Vpo Ladhai Ke, 

Teh. Bagha Purana, Distt. Moga, 

Punjab-142038 have changed my 

name to Jagdeep Singh. 

I, Kiran Bala W/O Krishan Lal 

Minda R/O H. No. E.P.160 Ram 

Gali, Khodian Mohalla, Jalandhar, 

Punjab-144001 have changed my 

name to Sweety. 

I, Akash S/O Shamjit R/O 

Vpo-Karnana, Distt-SBS Nagar, 

Punjab-144513 have changed my 

name to Akashdip Singh. 

I, Rupinder Singh S/O Balbir 

Singh R/O Vill Kadiana Kalan, 

Ludhiana, Punjab have changed 

my name to Rupinder Singh 

Dhindsa. 

I, Satwinder Singh Landhey 

S/O Hardev Singh R/O Backside 

Maharaja Palace Wno3 Patiala 

Road Sunam, Sangrur, Punjab-

148028 have changed my name to 

Satwinder Singh. 

I, Sukhvir S/o Ram Kumar 

R/o Ward No.14, Morpati, 

Narwana, Distt.Jind have changed 

my name from Sukhvir to Sukhvir 

Singh. 

I, Mahesh Garg Urf Mahesh 

Kumar S/o Suraj Bhan R/o 

Krishana Colony Tohana Distt 

Fatehabad, have changed my 

name to Mahesh Kumar. 

I, Khajani W/o  Miyan Sngh 

R/o Bhigga Patti VPO Dhamtan 

Sahib, Tehsil Narwana Distt Jind, 

have changed my name to Khujani. 

I, Gourav Kheterpal S/o Ish 

Kheterpal R/o Krishana Colony 

Tohana Distt Fatehabad have 

change my name to Gaurav 

Kheterpal. 

I, Ujjwal Jit Singh Toor S/o 

Gurpreet Singh R/o Nangla Tehsil 

Tohana Distt Fatehabad, have 

changed my name to Ujjwal Jit 

Singh      

I, Hervinder Kaur Toor W/o 

Ujjwal Jit Singh R/o Nangla Tehsil 

Tohana  Distt Fatehabad, have 

changed my name to Harvinder 

Kaur 

I, Ujjwal Jit Singh S/o 

Gurpreet Singh R/o Nangla Tehsil 

Tohana Distt Fatehabad, have 

changed minor son name from 

Manmit Singh Toor to 

Manroopdeep Singh 

I,  Paras Tuli S/o  Harmit Tuli, 

H.No. 117, Sarav Mangal Society, 

Lohgarh Road, Zirakpur, SAS 

Nagar (Mohali), have changed 

minor daughter name from 

ShineTuli to  Shine.  

I, Sahil S/o Ravi Darshan, 

447, Maloya, Chandigarh, have 

changed name to Sahil Saini  

I,  Vinod S/o Papu Ram R/o 

Ward No 10 Near Civil Hospital 

Songar Mohalla Barwala Teh 

Barwala Distt Hisar  have change 

my name Vinod to Manish Kumar. 

I, hitherto Known as Kulwinder 

Singh Gill Son of Avtar Singh 

residing at Abadi Daburji, Sohian 

Kalan, Tehsil Majitha District 

Amritsar-143601 Punjab have 

changed my name and Shall 

hereafter be known as Kulwinder 

Singh 

I, hitherto Known as Salkha 

daughter of Mangal Singh residing 

at Village Udhoke Khurd, PO 

Udhoke, Tehsil Baba Bakala 

District Amritsar-143119 Punjab 

have changed my name and Shall 

hereafter be known as Komalpreet 

Kaur 

I, Harpal Singh Son of 

Mohinder Singh R/o 59 Manawala 

Khurd Distt. Amritsar Punjab. have 

changed name of my minor Son 

from Prabhdeep Singh to Given 

name Prabhdeep Surname Singh. 

I, Manwinder Kaur w/o 

Palwinder Singh R/o Village 

Chhabri, PO Fatehabad, Teh 

Khadoor Sahib, Tarn Taran have 

changed my name from 

Manwinder Kaur to Manvinder 

Kaur 

I, Krishma Saini W/o Naveet 

Saini R/o H.No.261, Fateh Farm 

Colony, Kala Ghanupur, Amritsar 

declare that Karishma, Krishma 

and Krishma Saini all these names 

are mine and I am One And The 

Same Person. 

I, Karanpartap Singh S/o 

Jaskaran Singh R/O Vill Khanpur 

PO Shri Hargobindpur District 

Gurdaspur have declare that 

Karanpartap is my Given name 

and Singh is my Surname 

I, Jabed Ahamad S/o Anish 

Ahmad R/o H.No.242, Street No.4, 

Bharat Nagar, Near Railway Line, 

District Patiala have changed my 

name from Jabed Ahamad to 

Javed Ahmed 

I Kanwaljit Kaur w/o Hardeep 

Singh R/o Jandiala Guru Distt 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Kanwaljit Kaur to Kawaljit 

Kaur 

I, Baljinder Singh Gill S/o 

Tarlok Singh R/o Village Muglani 

Kot, Harse Chhina, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Baljinder 

Singh Gill to Baljinder Singh. 

I, Sharwan s/o Balbir r/o VPO 

Dhansu, Tehsil & District Hisar 

declare that in my driving licence  

my father's name wrongly 

mentioned as Balbir Singh. But my 

father's correct name is Balbir. Now 

I am going to make it correct in my 

driving licence my father's name as 

Balbir. 

I Richa Arya C/o Kamla Devi 

R/o Gali No-9, Panchwati Colony, 

Samalkha, Distt. Panipat, declare 

that my correct name is Richa 

Arya. my called name is Richa. my 

both name Richa Arya & Richa 

one and same person. In future i 

should be known as Richa Arya. 

I, Neelam Kumari wife of Sh. 

Sanjeev Kashyap Resident of 

village Lana Bhalta, Post Office,  

Chhapang,  Sub Tehsil 

Narag,Tehsil Pachhad, District 

Sirmour Himachal Pradesh. 

declare that my son name 

Rudransh is wrongly entered in the 

Birthday Certificate Record of 

Regional Hospital Solan. My son 

correct name is Amay Kashyap. All 

concerned please may note. 

I, Ramandeep Kaur  D/o  

Mangat Singh  R/o.H.No.269-A, 

Gali No.1, Moon Avenue Majitha 

Road Amritsar have Changed my 

name from Ramandeep Kaur Gill  

to Ramandeep Kaur 

I Lovely w/o Sukhbir Pal r/o 

Dhogri po  dhogri district jalandhar 

have changed my name from 

Lovely to Lovely Kainth. 

I Sulinder Singh S/o 

Mehanga Singh resident of Village 

Manan, P.O. Naugajia, Dist. 

Jalandhar That was Sulinder Singh 

and Surinder Singh both are one & 

the same person. 

I, No. 17001414X Sandeep, 

resident of Village Lohari, Luhari 

(250), District Jhajjar, Haryana- 

124108, declare that in my service 

record my Father's name 

erroneously written Harpal but his 

correct Name Harpal Singh. 

I, Parulben Jadav Legally 

Wedded Wife of No. 14688883H 

Rank: Nk Name: Jadav Ravikant 

Manilal Unit: 2 CORPS ZONE 

WKSP C/o 56 APO Resident of A-

403, Sahjanand Sparsh, Pethapur, 

Gandhinagar Gujarat Pin- 382610, 

have changed my name from 

Jadav Parulben to Parulben Jadav. 

I, Virender Singh S/o Ved 

Prakash R/o H.No. 9, St. No. 22, 

Bhakhra Enclave, PO. Pasiana, 

Distt. Patiala (Punjab) have 

changed my name from Virender 

Singh to Virender Singh Nain. 

I, Sunita Devi, W/O. Shri 

Anandpal, R. O. House No. 99/1A 

Sector 2 Naya Nangal Tehsil 

Nangal, District Rupnagar. I 

declare that my name before 

marriage was Sunita Kumari and 

after marriage, my name became 

Sunita Devi. My name is mine and 

from now on I should be known as 

Sunita Devi. Please note down the 

issue. 

मै, दिव� िसंह (Davender 

Singh) पु� �ी दलवीर िसंह (Dalbeer 

Singh) िनवासी गांव सुचान तहसील व 

िजला िसरसा बयान करता �ं िक मेरे हैवी 

ड� ाईिवंग लाईस�स म� मेरा नाम Davinder 

Singh और मेरे िपता का नाम Dalbir 

Singh दज! कर रखा है जोिक गलत है। 

अब मेरे ड� ाईिवंग लाईस�स म� मेरा नाम 

Davender Singh पु� �ी दलवीर िसंह 

(Dalbeer Singh) दज! िकया जाए जोिक 

सही व दु'( है। 

I, Maduli Sailu is legally 

Father of Army No. 16117258F 

Rank Hav Name Maddela Sudhker 

of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur Residing at 1-77, 

Mdnoor Mandal, VTC. Chinna 

Eklara Po. Kotchera, Tehsil, 

Mdnoor, District. Nizamabad State 

Telangana Pin-503309 Declare 

That my Name Maddela Sailu and 

Date of Birth 01/07/1964 Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Son Army 

Service Records but my correct 

Name is Maduli Sailu and Date of 

birth is 01.01.1953. 

I, Maduli Ganga Bai is legally 

Mother of Army No. 16117258F 

Rank Hav Name Maddela Sudhker 

of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur, Residing at 1-77, 

Mdnoor Mandal, VTC. Chinna 

Eklara Po. Kotchera, Tehsil, 

Mdnoor, District. Nizamabad State 

Telangana Pin-503309 Declare 

That my Name M Gangabai and 

Date of Birth 01/07/1974 Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Son Army Service 

Records but my correct Name is 

Maduli Ganga Bai and Date of birth 

is 01.01.1963. 

I G Nirmala Devi is legally 

Wife of Ex-Service Man Army No. 

1255592P Rank Hav Name 

Dabbakuti Adinarayana of Unit 80 

FD Regt C/o 56 Apo Residing at 6-

215, Near Old Mro Office, 

Nizampatnam Mandalam, 

Nizampatnam, Nizampatnam 

Guntur State Andhra Pradesh Pin-

522314 Declare That my Date of 

Birth 14.03.1958 Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Husband Army 

Service Records but my correct 

Date of Birth is 15.02.1958 

I Gangula Basava Purnmma 

is legally Wife of Ex-Service Man 

Army No. 1363209P Rank NK 

Name Ganguli Krishnamurthy of 

Unit 4 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Residing at 22-16, Gokarna 

Mattam, Nizampatnam, Guntur 

State Andhra Pradesh Pin-522314 

Declare That my Name Basava 

Purnmma Wrongly Mentioned in 

my Husband Army Service 

Records but my Gangula Basava 

Purnmma, & my Correct date of 

birth is 01/01/1961. 

I, Leela is legally Mother of 

No. 16119756M Rank L/Hav Name 

Unnikattan CD of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO Ferozepur 

Residing at Chirayil, VTC, 

Thanneermukkom South, District 

Alappuzha State Kerala Pin-

688525 Declare That my Date of 

Birth 12.02.1967 Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Son Army Service 

Records but my correct Date of 

Birth 01.01.1967. 

I, Vislavath Ramunaik is 

legally Father of Army No. 

16121749P Rank NK Name V 

Narayana of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 

56 Apo Ferozepur, Residing at 

Hno5-31/2, Donthulagundu 

Thanda, Koilkonda Mandal, 

Village. Garland Po. Garlapad, 

Dist. Mahabub Nagar State 

Telangana Pin-509371 Declare 

That my Name V Ramulu Naik and 

Date of Birth 10/06/1966 Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Son Army Service 

Records but my correct Name is 

Vislavath Ramunaik and Date of 

birth is 10.04.1965. 

I, Vislavath Kamalamma is 

legally Mother of Army No. 

16121749P Rank NK Name V 

Narayana of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 

56 Apo Ferozepur, Residing at 

Hno5-31/2, Donthulagundu 

Thanda, Koilkonda Mandal, 

Village. Garland Po. Garlapad, 

Dist. Mahabub Nagar State 

Telangana Pin-509371 Declare 

That my Name V Kamalamma and 

Date of Birth 05/03/1969 Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Son Army Service 

Records but my correct Name is 

Vislavath Ramunaik and Date of 

birth is 18.06.1970. 

I, Parmhans Panday is 

legally biological Father of Army 

No. 15820917M, Rank HAV, Name 

Sanjay Kumar Pandey, residing at 

Village Manjhi Uttar Tola, Post- 

Manjhi, Distt. Saran (Bihar) 841313 

have changed my name from 

Parmhans Panday to Parmhans 

Pandey & changed Date of birth 

from 02/03/1970 to 02/03/1965 

Vide Affidavit Dated 07 January 

2025 before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Gurdip Singh S/o Kundan 

Singh R/o H.No. 113-P, Bhagwan 

Nagar Colony, Pipli, Tehsil 

Thanesar District Kurukshetra, 

have changed my name from 

Gurdip Singh to Gurdeep Singh. 

I, Anchla Rani W/O Sh. Amit 

Arora  R/O 1182 Mori Gate 

Manimajra Chandigarh Have 

Changed My Name From  Anchla 

Rani   To  Anchal Arora. 

I, Munish Kumar S/O Sh. Om 

Parkash R/O 5091/2 Category-3 

Modern Housing Complex 

Manimajara Chandigarh 160101 

Have Changed My Minor Daughter 

Name From Araaina To Araaina 

Miglani. 

I Jagjit Singh S/O Mohan 

Singh R/O Vpo Jarg, Tehsil Payal, 

District Ludhiana Have Changed 

My Name Jagjit Singh To Jagjeet 

Singh. 

I Deepika W/O Sumit Kumar 

R/O House No. 991 Hanuman 

Mandir Road Derabassi Sas Nagar 

Mohali, Have Changed My Name 

From Deepika To Deepika Gupta. 

I Brijesh Sharma S/O Madan 

Lal Sharma R/O Flat No. 15-B, 

Gobind Enclave Greens Near 

Dream Home Sector-117 Kharar 

Distt Sas Nagar Mohali Declare 

That Brijesh Sharma And Birjesh 

Sharma Both Names Of One And 

Same Person. I Known With Both 

Names 

I, Ramesh Chand S/O Kiru 

Ram R/O Ward No.1 Cheeka 

Tehsil Guhla District Kaithal 

Haryana Have Changed My Name 

From Ramesh Kumar To Ramesh 

Chand. 

I Anju D/O Badri Dass @ 

Hans Raj R/ O #4771, Street 

Mohan Lal, Sri Muktsar Sahib, 

Have Changed My Name To Manju 

Batra W/O Pardeep Kumar All 

Concern Note It 

I Manjit Kaur  W/O Jagjeet 

Singh R/O Vpo Jarg, Tehsil Payal 

Distt Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name From Manjit Kaur To 

Manjeet Kaur. 

I, Rana S/o Hajura R/o VPO. 

Jandwal, Tehsil Mukerian, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab-144306, India 

have suffix my surname as Rana to 

Rana Gill. 

I, hitherto known as Tanu D/O 

Tara Chand Bhardwaj W/O Jogesh 

Paul, Residing at Vill Jallowal 

Colony, PO Jallowal, Jalandhar, 

Punjab 144303, have changed my 

name and shall hereafter be known 

as Tanu Paul. 

I, hitherto known as Varkha 

D/O Jash Paul, Residing at Village 

Rehmanpur, PO Kukar pind, 

Jalandhar, Punjab 144024, have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Varkha 

Kaur. 

I, Saroj W/o Sachin R/o Ward 

No. 8, Saini Mohalla Pehowa, 

Tehsil Pehowa, Kurukshetra, have 

changed My Given name Saroj 

Surname Devi. 

I, Baljit Singh S/o Dharmpal 

Vill.Helwa, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

have changed my given name 

Baljit Surname Singh 

I, Ramesh Singh S/o Bhajan 

Singh Vill.Mohanpur, Pehowa have 

changed my given name Ramesh 

Surname Kumar 

I, Ranjit Singh S/o Piyara 

Singh Vill.Bakhli, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have Changed my 

given name Ranjit Surname Singh 

I, Ranjeet Singh S/o Gian 

Singh R/o Fouji Plot, Pehowa, 

kurukshetra have changed my 

given name Ranjeet Surname 

Singh 

I, Sukhvir Singh Vill.Harigarh 

Bhorakh, Kurukshetra have 

changed my Minor Son Name 

Harman to Harman Saini 

I, Sukhvir Singh Vill.Harigarh 

Bhorakh, Kurukshetra have 

changed my Minor Daughter Name 

Purvi to Purvi Rani 

I Sukhbir Singh s/o siyalal 

vill. Harigarh bhorakh kurukshetra 

have changed my name Sukhbir 

Singh To Sukhvir Singh 

I, Chamkar Singh S/O Nihal 

Singh  R/o Chuhar Majra, Kaithal, 

Haryana-136021, that name of 

mine and my wife has been 

wrongly written as Chamkar and 

Sudesh in my minor daughter 

Jannat Rani aged 17 years in her 

12th class Certificate. The actual 

name of mine and my wife is 

Chamkar Singh and Sudesh Rani. 

I, Hredev Kaur W/o Amarjit 

Singh R/o VPO. Khajurla, Tehsil 

Phagwara, Distt. Kapurthala, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Hredev Kaur to Baljit Kaur. 

I, hitherto known as Sukhvir 

Kaur W/o Satinder Singh R/o 

Khusropur, Po. Kukar Pind, Distt. 

Jalandhar, Punjab-144024 have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Kaur 

Sukhvir. 

I, hitherto Known as Bablu 

Singh Alias Parminder Singh Walia 

S/o Sarbjit Singh R/o H.No. 11/B/2, 

Balwant Enclave, Hajipur 

Phagwara, Kapurthala- 144401, 

Punjab have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Parminder Singh Walia. 

I, GS No 194553F Rank JE 

(Civ)  Krishan  Kumar S/o Dhari 

Ram Vill. Tigri Khalsa, Tehsil 

Thanesar Distt  Kurukshetra 

Haryana Declare that in my 

Service Record my son’s Name  

wrongly  Written in Aditya. Kindly 

Correct it as Aditya Kanwal.  

I, Bikaramjit Singh S/O 

Harbans Singh R/O Village- Theh 

Tikha, Po- Kot Santokh Rai, Distt- 

Gurdaspur, Punjab. Have Changed 

My Name From Bikaramjit Singh 

To Bikramjit Singh. 

I, Jagir Kaur W/O Prabhdial 

Singh R/O Vpo- Chour Sidhwan. 

Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur. Punjab, 

India. Have  Changed My Name 

From Jagir Kaur To Jagir Is My 

Given Name And Kaur Is My 

Surname. 

I, Jagir Kaur W/O Prabhdial 

Singh R/O Vpo- Chour Sidhwan. 

Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur. Punjab, 

India. Declare That My Given 

Name As Jagir And My Surname 

As Kaur. 

I, Smt Manjit Kaur Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of No.4454007, 

Nk, Kulwant Singh R/O Vpo- 

Mansandwal, Tehsil- Batala Distt- 

Gurdaspur, State- Punjab. Have 

Changed My Name From Surinder 

Kaur To Manjit Kaur. 

I Ram Bahu Singh father of 

Service No.JC- 857752K Rank 

SUB Name Dhirendra Pratap Unit 

of 25 AD REGT C/o 56 APO 

Ambala Cantt that I have changed 

my name from Rambaboo Singh to 

Ram Babu Singh . Concerned note 

I Satyavati Devi W/o  Service 

No. JC-857752K Rank SUB Name 

Dhirendra Pratap Unit of 25  REGT 

C/o 56 APO Ambala Cantt that I 

have changed my name from 

Satyawati Devi to Satyavati Devi . 

Concerned note 

I, Bittu Kumar Pandey 

resident of Village- Sabalpur, Post- 

Kotwapattirampur Tehsil- Saran, 

District- Chhapra (Saran) State- 

Bihar, Pin-841211, have changed 

my Mother name from Indrawati 

Devi to Indu Kunwar Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB94281969014454X dated 

03 Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Sheetala Subrahmanya 

Naik spouse of No.13778845X NK 

Subrahmanya S Naik resident of 

Village- Huvinhitlu, Post- Hodke 

Shirur, Tehsil- Honavar, District- 

Uttara Kannada, Pin-581338, have 

changed my name from Sheetala 

R Naik to Sheetala Subrahmanya 

Naik Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB95052283426219X dated 07 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Ramgopal Singh Father of  

Anuj Kumar resident of Village- 

Kuralsi, Post- Kuralsi, Tehsil- 

Bhudana, District- Muzaffarnager, 

State- UP, Pin-251309, have 

changed my  name from Ramgopal 

Singh to Ram Gopal Singh Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB95134991652801X dated 07 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Ramvati Mother of Anuj 

Kumar resident of Village- Kuralsi, 

Post- Kuralsi, Tehsil- Bhudana, 

District- Muzaffarnager, State- UP, 

Pin-251309, have changed my  

name from Ramvati to Rambati 

Devi Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB95130389834034X dated 07 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Balubai Dinkar Pakhare 

Mother of No.17002502A Hav 

Pakhare Mahadev Dinkar resident 

of Village- Pimpalgavhan, Post- 

Bhutetakli, Tehsil- Pathardi, 

District- Ahmednagar, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-414113, have 

changed my name from 

Chandrakala Dinkar Pakhare to 

Balubai Dinkar Pakhare Vide 

affidavit No.23AB. 273860 dated 

03 Jan 2025 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathardi (Maharashtra). 

Classifieds

Continuity Pg. No. 04
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Tuesday announced a reduction
in the training period for newly
selected Patwaris from one and
a half years to one year and said
that from now on, the training
period will be counted as part
of the Patwari's service, and
their official service will com-
mence from the day they join
the department.

Addressing the state-level
conference of 2,605 newly
selected Patwaris held in
Panchkula, Saini Congratulated
the newly selected Patwaris
and remarked that this is the
first time in the state’s history
that 2,605 new Patwaris have
been recruited simultaneously.
He urged all the Patwaris to
uphold the values of honesty
and transparency, and to work
towards resolving the issues of
the common people by estab-
lishing dialogue with the pub-
lic. Besides this, both technical
and administrative innovations
should be adopted to streamline
and enhance the effectiveness of
all departmental processes.

Referring to the corruption
in jobs in Haryana under pre-
vious governments, Saini said
that in the past, the list of can-
didates in government jobs
used to make headlines in
newspapers even before it was
officially released and the sys-

tem deprived eligible youth of
job opportunities. He said that
the current government has
overhauled this corrupt system
and today, youth from poor
families are securing HCS
recruitment based on merit,
without any kharchi-parchi.
"No longer does any youth
need to approach an MLA or
minister for a job. The present
government has honoured the
hard work of the youth by
establishing a transparent
recruitment process," he said.

The Chief Minister said
that during the assembly elec-
tions, he had promised to pro-
vide government jobs to 24,000
youth before taking the oath of
office again, and he has suc-
cessfully fulfilled this promise.
He added that today, the youth
firmly believe that jobs are
earned through education and
hard work, not through con-
nections. He also highlighted
the important role of Patwaris
in providing relief to farmers

during natural disasters such as
heavy rainfall, hailstorms,
droughts, and more. He said
that in the past, there was a time
when eligible farmers often did
not receive compensation for
crop losses, while ineligible
individuals did. However, in
today’s era of digitalization,
there is also the facility of
drones and satellites for this
purpose. He said that it is now
the Patwari's responsibility to
provide accurate data to the
government, ensuring that
affected farmers receive timely
and appropriate compensation.

Saini said that the respon-
sibility entrusted to Patwaris is
not merely a job, but a service.
Expressing his expectations, he
said that their hard work, ded-
ication, and honesty would
play a pivotal role in the state's
development.

Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister Vipul
Goyal said that Haryana's land
record is among the best in the

country and the Haryana gov-
ernment is continually working
to update it. He highlighted the
important role of Patwaris in
this process and mentioned
that just as the Haryana gov-
ernment has selected you based
on your eligibility and ability,
you should also serve the pub-
lic with the same honesty, hard
work, and dedication. He fur-
ther said that under the
Swamitva Yojana, the govern-
ment is granting ownership
rights to Lal Dora and other
land within villages, with
Patwaris playing a crucial role
in ensuring that eligible indi-
viduals benefit in the right
manner. The Minister added
that the current state govern-
ment has provided 1,71,000
jobs to youth based on trans-
parency. He expressed confi-
dence that all newly appointed
Patwaris will contribute to
advancing the vision of a
Nonstop Haryana and help
propel it forward.

Finance Commissioner and
Additional Chief Secretary,
Revenue and Disaster
Management Department,
Anurag Rastogi, while empha-
sizing the functioning and dig-
italization of the department,
expressed confidence that all
newly selected Patwaris will
play a significant role in the
state's development by master-
ing their duties during the
training period.
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The Chandigarh mayoral
election will be held on

January 24. The election will be
conducted via secret ballot
despite the AAP and the
Congress demanding a show of
hands given last year’s contro-
versy. The election is expected
to witness a tough contest
between the AAP-Congress
combine and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

It is scheduled to take place
at 11 am on January 24 in the
Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation’s Assembly Hall
and the presiding officer will be
Ramneek Singh Bedi, officials
said on Tuesday.

Chandigarh Deputy
Commissioner Nishant Kumar
Yadav who has issued notifi-
cation regarding the election,
visited the Municipal
Corporation office in Sector 17
on Tuesday to review the
arrangements for the mayoral
election.

The Deputy Commissioner
held discussions with corpora-
tion officials, emphasising the
importance of a fair, transpar-
ent, and efficient election
process. He also reviewed
preparations for the election,
including security arrange-
ments, logistics, and compli-
ance with the prescribed guide-

lines.
Instructions were given to

the staff to coordinate effec-
tively and address any poten-
tial challenges that may arise
during the election process.

The Deputy Commissioner
reiterated the administration’s
commitment to upholding
democratic values and ensur-
ing that the election is con-
ducted in a peaceful manner.
Special instructions were given
to the staff to coordinate effec-
tively and address any poten-
tial challenges that may arise
during the process.

Last year, the controversy
surrounding the mayor election
reached the Supreme Court.
Anil Masih, who was the
returning officer, was caught in
a storm after he was caught on
camera invalidating eight votes
of the AAP mayor candidate.

While he declared the BJP
candidate the winner, the
Supreme Court later over-
turned the result and found the
AAP-Congress pick to be the
winner.

It should be mentioned
here that in a letter to Punjab
Governor and UT
Administrator Gulab Chand
Kataria two days ago, Mayor
Kuldeep Kumar urged him
that mayoral poll be conduct-
ed by raising of hands, instead
of ballot.
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Punjab Minister for Social
Security, Women and Child

Development Baljit Kaur on
Tuesday directed departmental
officers to expedite the survey
being conducted under the
"Sade Bazurg Sada Maan" cam-
paign.

The Minister emphasized
that while the Punjab govern-
ment remains dedicated to the
welfare of various sections of
society, it is particularly focused
on improving the lives of senior
citizens. She urged the officers
to ensure that all government
schemes designed for senior
citizens are implemented effec-
tively and without delay at the
grassroots level. She mentioned
that the survey under the cam-
paign is being conducted by
departmental supervisors
through the Msewa app. She
praised the survey progress in
the districts of Hoshiarpur,
Ferozepur, SAS Nagar and
Pathankot but urged other dis-
tricts to expedite their efforts.

The Minister emphasized
that any negligence in the sur-
vey process, which is crucial for
safeguarding the interests of the
elderly, would not be tolerated.
She said that strict action would
be taken against any officer or
employee found derelict in
their duties.
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Directing the officers con-
cerned to prepare a

roadmap to empower
Gaushalas, Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
on Tuesday released a fodder
grant of Rs 216.25 crore for the
Gaushalas. The Government
has taken a significant step
towards the Gauvansh
Sanrakshan in the State, he
added.

Addressing the gathering
at the Gau Seva Samman
Samaroh in Panchkula, Saini
said that the Government has
decided to earmark all the
land designated for Gau
Charan across the state, and
the money collected by the
Panchayats for leasing this
land will now be used for the
Gaushalas. Directions have
also been issued to the officers
concerned to prepare a
roadmap under which the
land designated for Gau
Charan can be allocated to
Gaushalas according to their
needs for growing fodder, said
Saini. He also facilitated the
Gaushalas Sanchalak for
becoming self-reliant.

Saini said that dedicated
efforts are being made by the
present state government to
make Gaushalas self-reliant.
Gaushalas are being encour-
aged to install biogas plants and
technical assistance for this

will be provided by the gov-
ernment. Apart from this, the
method of promo manure pre-
pared from cow dung will also
be shared with the Gaushalas,
so that promo manure can be
used as an alternative to DAP,
he said.

The Chief Minister said
that Gaushalas will also be
encouraged to make paint from
cow dung, phenyl from cow
urine, soap, shampoo etc.
Marketing support will be pro-
vided by the government for
the sale of these products.
Solar energy plants have been
installed in 330 Gaushalas. The
work of installing solar power
plants in the remaining
Gaushalas will also be com-
pleted soon so that the
Gaushalas can become self-
reliant, said Saini.

He said that the
Government is providing elec-
tricity to the Gaushalas at the
rate of Rs 2 per unit. The
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying Department will pro-
mote the indigenous breed of
cows under the Gau
Samvardhan and Gau
Sanrakshan Yojana. This will
promote the production of
indigenous milk and efforts will
be made to get a profitable
price for it, he said.

Saini said that the Haryana
government has given a grant
of about Rs 270 crore for fod-
der to registered Gaushalas in
the last 10 years. Apart from

this, a grant of Rs 30 crore has
been given for the construction
of about 350 sheds and fodder
warehouses, he said. In this
financial year, about Rs 66
crore has been released to 608
Gaushalas for the purchase of
fodder.
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Chief Minister Saini will
flag off a group of participants
of the National Youth Festival
on Wednesday from
Chandigarh. The National
Youth Festival will be held at
Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi
from January 10 to 12, with a
delegation of 75 participants
from Haryana. A spokesper-
son said that under the aegis
of Youth Empowerment and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Department, Haryana, the
Directorate of Skil l
Development and Industrial
Training organised district-
level youth festivals across all
22 districts of Haryana in
November 2024.
Approximately 6,000 youth
participated and showcased
their talent in various compe-
titions. This year, the theme of
the National Youth Festival is
“Viksit Bharat Young Leaders
Dialogue”, aiming to provide a
platform for nearly 1 lakh
youth from across the country.
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AMemorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was

signed on Tuesday between
the Departments of Sports and
Education, Chandigarh
Administration and the
Abhinav Bindra Foundation
Trust to make Chandigarh a
sports hub.

"With this, UT Chandigarh
becomes the first Union
Territory to sign such an MoU
and first in the country across
all UTs/States to implement
such a MOU across all gov-
ernment schools in the juris-
diction. With the signing of the
MoU with Abhinav Bindra
Foundation Trust, the
Chandigarh Administration
has introduced Olympic Values
Education Programme (OVEP)
in the government schools of
UT Chandigarh," a statement
said.

Gulab Chand Kataria,
Governor Punjab &
Administrator UT Chandigarh,
Rajeev Verma, Adviser to
Administrator and Olympics
Gold medallist Abhinav Bindra
were present on the occasion.
The MoU has the approval of
the International Olympic
Committee (IOC), one of the
world’s most prestigious sport-
ing bodies and they are part-
nering with city’s government
schools. The IOC’s endorse-
ment brings global recognition
and sets high standards for the
city’s sports initiatives.

A video message from
Frederique Jamolli, Head of
International Cultural Affairs,
International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and a short
video on Olympic Value
Education Program (OVEP)
were also played during the
MoU signing event. "The pro-
grams like OVEP shall foster
essential life skills such as lead-
ership, teamwork, and respect,
helping students become
responsible citizens with poten-
tial long-term community ben-
efits, including increased sports
participation, healthier
lifestyles, and social cohesion,"
the statement added.

Kataria said that  Abhinav
Bindra’s contribution as India’s
first individual Olympic gold
medallist is unparalleled and
lauded the commitment of
Abhinav Bindra Foundation
Trust in strengthening grass-

roots sports through the
Olympic Values Education
Programme (OVEP). He added
that a child’s personality is
built mostly outside the class-
room and sports play an
important role where he learns
sportsmanship, determination,
teamwork, brotherhood and
respect for others. Enhancing
sports will play a crucial role in
fighting against the drug men-
ace in Punjab region, he added.

Abhinav Bindra empha-
sised that the NEP framework
makes it mandatory for schools
to include sports and physical
education and today is an
important step in shaping the
children better, ensuring the
children of Chandigarh are fit
and healthy and ready to com-
pete at the global level. He
urged all the stakeholders
including teachers, sports
coaches, local clubs, and par-

ents, to embrace and sustain
values-based sports initiatives
that will help in building ongo-
ing partnerships with both
national and international
organizations to continually
elevate Chandigarh’s standing
in sports and education.

Bindra added that by
weaving the Olympic values of
excellence, friendship, and
respect into our schools, we can
nurture a generation that not
only excels on the field but also
carries dignity, integrity, and
empathy into every aspect of
life. "Chandigarh’s progressive
spirit is the perfect launchpad
for this transformative journey,
and through the Abhinav
Bindra Foundation, we will
continually strive to expand
and strengthen this mission—
empowering future leaders
who embody the true essence
of sportsmanship," he added.
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Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

on Tuesday said the State
Government would provide
all possible assistance for the
modernization of the Police
department, adding that to
ensure better public service,
police stations would be cate-
gorized based on the popula-
tion, geographical factors and
rural and urban divisions, and
appropriate staff strength
would be provided for
improved efficiency.

Presiding over the Police
Department review meeting, he
said that registered police posts
would be authorized to regis-
ter FIRs by integrating Crime
and Criminal Tracking
Network and System (CCTNS)
in these police posts.

Sukhu said that the State
Government would also
address the issue of staff short-
age by filling up the vacant
posts, adding that the process
of recruitment of 1226 police
constables and 30 Sub
Inspectors was underway. He
said that police reforms were
essential for enhancing public
services and the State
Government was also ensuring
stringent laws against crimi-
nals. He said that Anti-Drug
Act would be formulated to
combat the drug peddlers in an
effective and efficient manner.

He said that a data ware-
house and clearing agency
would also be set up in police
department to store and orga-
nize data from multiple agen-
cies for analysis and decision
making. He stressed the need
for adopting cutting edge tech-
nology to enhance service
delivery and operational effi-
ciency.

The CM said that the State
government was also strength-
ening the Home Guard, SDRF
and Fire Department for their
effective functioning. As many
as 700 posts of Home Guards
were also being filled up and
directed to analyse the addi-
tional strength required in the
department. He said that the
State Government would pro-
vide adequate funding for dig-
itization of 86 designated
response centres. Home Guards
would be deployed in various
Boards and Corporations to
maintain law and order. A
Home Guards Battalion
Training Centre would be con-
structed at Markand in Bilaspur
district to improve training
facilities.

Sukhu  said that the State
Government was committed to
strengthen State Disaster
Response Force and the com-
petent authority would be
empowered to hire requisite
vehicles for the relief and reha-
bilitation operations during
any disaster or emergency. He
said that temporary deploy-

ment of Home Guards would
be done in SDRF until perma-
nent staff is recruited in this
Force. He also assured that fire
services would be modernized
and Rs.19.40 crore would be
released as the first installment
for this purpose.

He expressed deep concern
over rising cases of cyber crime
in the State and said that 11892
complaints were reported in
the year 2024 involving a total
amount of Rs. 114.94 crore
cyber frauds. He said that
Cyber Cell successfully blocked
Rs. 11.59 crore, amounting to
10.08 percent of the total frauds
and directed to raise awareness
about the cyber crimes and
take stern action against the
offenders. He said that the
State Government remains
steadfast in its resolve to
strengthen law enforcement
and emergency services while
addressing emerging challenges
such as cyber crimes and dis-
aster management.

Chief Secretary Prabodh
Saxena, Additional Chief
Secretary Home Onkar Chand
Sharma, Secretary to Chief
Minister Rakesh Kanwar,
Director General of Police Atul
Verma, Director General CID
S.R. Ojha, ADGP Satwant
Atwal and other senior officers
of the Police Department
attended the meeting.
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Compared to the year
2023, road accidents in
Himachal Pradesh have
decreased by 6.48 percent. A
total of 2107 accidents were
reported in the year 2024 as
against 2253 in the year 2023,
data issued on Tuesday
revealed. Fatalities also saw a
notable decline, with 806 lives
lost in the year 2024 compared
to 892 in the year 2023.
Additionally, the number of
injuries also dropped from
3449 in the year 2023 to 3290
in the year 2024.

In a statement, Chief
Minister Sukhu said, "The
decline in road accidents and
fatalities is a testament to the
collective efforts of the
Government, the law enforce-
ment agencies and awakened
citizens. Over the past two
years, the State Government
has undertaken several initia-
tives to save valuable lives." The
present State Government has
launched targeted awareness
campaigns to promote respon-
sible driving behaviour,
improved the road infrastruc-
ture and implemented safety
measures in accident-prone
areas. It has also strengthened
the enforcement of traffic reg-
ulations and has enhanced the
emergency response system to
ensure timely medical assis-
tance to accident victims.
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Commissionerate Police Amritsar on Tuesday dismantled a
drug trafficking cartel with the arrest of four individuals,

including one woman and seized 5 kg heroin from their pos-
session,  Director General of Police (DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav
said.

Those arrested have been identified as Gurpreet Singh alias
Gopi (19) and Baljeet Kaur (32), both resident of village Muthiaval
in Tarn Taran; Maninder Singh (34), a resident of Bhikhiwind
in Tarn Taran and Harpreet Singh (26), a resident of Lodhi Gujar
village in Amritsar. Apart from recovering heroin, police teams
have also impounded two motorcycles. Yadav said that all the
accused persons were in direct contact with Pakistan-based smug-
glers and receiving consignments of drugs from across the bor-
der. Probe revealed that consignments were being dropped with
the help of drones, he added. The DGP said that further inves-
tigations are going on to establish backward and forward link-
ages in this case. More arrests and recoveries are likely in com-
ing days, he added.
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Punjab Police have solved at least two firing incidents in the
district Tarn Taran with the arrest of two associates of foreign-
based gangster Prabhdeep Singh alias Prabh Dasuwal after a brief
encounter took place at Valtoha in Tarn Taran, DGP Yadav said.
Those arrested have been identified as Karanpreet Singh alias
Karan and Gurlaljit Singh alias Laali. Police teams have also recov-
ered one .32 bore pistol along with live cartridges and empty bul-
let shells from their possession, besides impounding their Honda
Activa scooter, which they were riding. The accused  were run-
ning an extortion racket on the directions of their handler Prabh
Dasuwal and were involved in two firing incidents. The recent
firing incident took place at a Medical Store in village Gharyala
on January 1 this year and another firing incident took place at
Valtoha wherein they targeted Arhtiya to demand extortion of
Rs 20 lakh on December 2, 2024. DGP Yadav said that follow-
ing the incident, Tarn Taran Police has launched a special oper-
ation and acting on technical aspects and human intel identi-
fied both the accused persons involved in both the cases.
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Chandigarh: Caroline Rowett, British Deputy High
Commissioner in Chandigarh, on Tuesday met with Punjab
Governor Gulab Chand Kataria at Punjab Raj Bhavan to discuss
various areas of collaboration between Punjab, the Union Territory
of Chandigarh, and the United Kingdom. The meeting focused
on enhancing cooperation to address key challenges and foster
mutual growth. According to a statement, the Governor and
Rowett emphasized the need to intensify collective efforts to curb
illegal migration and immigration frauds. Punjab, UT Chandigarh
and UK police are already working together to tackle these issues
in an effective manner. The Governor stressed the importance
of expanding education exchange programmes between Punjab,
Chandigarh, and the UK. These programmes aim to enhance high-
er and school education by adopting innovative practices. The
Governor also proposed the introduction of sports exchange pro-
grammes between the UK and UT Chandigarh to promote cul-
tural and sports ties. Both dignitaries agreed to work on starting
sports exchange programmes in hockey and cricket.
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Chandigarh: Punjab Chief Electoral Officer,  Sibin C has hand-
ed over the CDs of the final electoral roll (without photographs)
to all the representatives of the recognized political parties of
Punjab. During the meeting at  CEO Office, he said that, the total
number of voters in Punjab in final voter lists as on 7 January,
2025 are 2,13,80,565. Out of which, male voters are 1,12,31,744,
female voters are 1,01,48,076, third gender 745, NRI 1611, PWDs
1,56,130 and service voters are 1,01,257. At present the total num-
ber of polling stations in Punjab are 24,446, out of which the num-
ber of urban polling stations is 8062 and the number of rural
polling stations is 16,384. All the polling stations are facilitated
with coverage of assured minimum amenities such as ramps,
drinking water, lighting, chairs and toilets have been arranged for
voters. During the meeting, the CEOnappealed to the represen-
tatives of the political parties to appoint their booth level agents
at each polling station so that the process of publishing voter lists
can be continued in a transparent manner.
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Chandigarh: There was no let-up in cold weather conditions
in Punjab and Haryana on Tuesday with Gurdaspur district
recording the lowest minimum temperature at 5 degrees Celsius.
Some parts of the two states were shrouded in fog early in the
morning. In Punjab, Amritsar recorded a low of 6.5 degrees
Celsius, two notches below normal, according to a meteoro-
logical department report. Faridkot recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 6.9 degrees Celsius, Bathinda 8 degrees Celsius,
Ludhiana 10.2 degrees Celsius, Patiala 10.4 degrees Celsius and
Pathankot 10.7 degrees Celsius. In Haryana, Narnaul record-
ed a low of 6.5 degrees Celsius, Karnal 10 degrees Celsius,
Bhiwani 10.4 degrees Celsius, Ambala 11 degrees Celsius, Hisar
11.6 degrees Celsius and Rohtak 11.8 degrees Celsius.
Chandigarh recorded a low of 11.6 degrees Celsius.
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Chandigarh:The Haryana Chief Secretary Office has issued an
advisory with regard to fire safety measures in the Haryana Civil
Secretariat. In an order issued on Tuesday, the Chief Secretary
Office has said that it has been found during inspection that sev-
eral electrical appliances like tube lights, computers/UPS, print-
ers, oil heaters, heat pillars, room heaters and electric kettles were
found in running mode. Such carelessness is resulting in wastage
of electricity, which is likely to contribute to high electricity bills
and may lead to damage of electrical equipment as well as fire
incidents. All officials and officers of Haryana Civil Secretariat
have been requested to ensure that all the electric points should
be switched off while not in use and while leaving the office, this
being their moral responsibility. The order further states that the
branch in charge shall be held responsible for any ignorance of
this circular.
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Chandigarh: To give further impetus to natural energy for
decarbonising the state’s agricultural sector,Punjab Government
will install additional 663 solar water pumps for agricultural
use within the next 120 days, Aman Arora, Minister of New
and Renewable Energy Sources said on Tuesday.  Arora hand-
ed over the work order to AVI Renewables Energy Pvt. Ltd.
for the installation of 663 solar pumps for agricultural use in
the state and also mentioned that a work order for the instal-
lation of 2,356 solar pumps had already been issued last month.
He directed the PEDA officials to make all-out efforts to achieve
the target of installing 20,000 agricultural solar pumps in the
state for the welfare of the farmers.  A subsidy of 60% is avail-
able for general category farmers, while Scheduled Caste (SC)
farmers can receive an 80% subsidy for solar pumps with capac-
ities of 3, 5, 7.5, and 10 HP. In dark zones (over-exploited
groundwater blocks), these pumps will be  installed to farm-
ers who already have micro irrigation systems, such as drip or
sprinkler systems, set up on their bore-wells, he added. With
the installation of these solar pumps, Arora said that this will
not only reduce fuel costs but also lead to zero carbon emis-
sions, promoting more sustainable farming practices.
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I, Balubai Dinkar Pakhare 

Mother of No.17002502A Hav 

Pakhare Mahadev Dinkar resident 

of Village- Pimpalgavhan, Post- 

Bhutetakli, Tehsil- Pathardi, 

District- Ahmednagar, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-414113, have 

changed my DOB from 01 July 

1969 to 01 Jan 1949 Vide affidavit 

No.23AB. 273859 dated 03 Jan 

2025 before Executive Magistrate 

Pathardi (Maharashtra) 

I,  Dinkar Bhanudas Pakhare 

Father of No.17002502A Hav 

Pakhare Mahadev Dinkar resident 

of Village- Pimpalgavhan, Post- 

Bhutetakli, Tehsil- Pathardi, 

District- Ahmednagar, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-414113, have 

changed my DOB from 01 July 

1960 to 02 June 1959 Vide 

affidavit No.23AB. 273857 dated 

03 Jan 2025 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathardi (Maharashtra) 

I, Dinkar Bhanudas Pakhare 

Father of No.17002502A Hav 

Pakhare Mahadev Dinkar resident 

of Village- Pimpalgavhan, Post- 

Bhutetakli, Tehsil- Pathardi, 

District- Ahmednagar, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-414113, have 

changed my name from  Pakhare 

Dinkar Bhanudas to  Dinkar 

Bhanudas Pakhare Vide affidavit 

No.23AB. 273858 dated 03 Jan 

2025 before Executive Magistrate 

Pathardi (Maharashtra) 

I, Poonam Kumari spouse of 

No.14646115A Hav Binod Kumar 

Tiwari resident of Village- Bansdih, 

Post- Bansdih, Tehsil- Bansdih, 

District- Ballia, State- UP, Pin-

277202, have changed my name 

from Poonam Kumari to Poonam 

Tiwari Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB94758460022641X dated 06 

Jan 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Nisha Devi spouse of  

No.JC-782710N NB/Sub Satish 

Kumar resident of Village- 

Dhamlawas, Post- Pithrawas, 

Tehsil- Manethi, District- Rewari, 

State- Haryana, Pin-123101, have 

changed my name from Nisha 

Devi to Nisha Vide affidavit No. IN-

PB94830191141319X dated 06 

Jan 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Savita Devi Mother of 

No.782710N NB/Sub Satish 

Kumar resident of Village- 

Dhamlawas, Post- Pithrawas, 

Tehsil- Manethi, District- Rewari, 

State- Haryana, Pin-123101, have 

changed my name from Savita 

Devi to Savita Vide affidavit No. 

IN-PB94830061476135X dated 

06 Jan 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot. 

I, No.15721492W L/NK 

Harpal Singh resident of Village- 

Cheetpur, Post- Kagrol, Tehsil- 

Kheragarh, District- Agra, State- 

Uttar Pradesh, Pin-283119, have 

changed my Daughter name from 

Ananya to Ananya Kumari Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB95049425559104X dated 07 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Geta Jana Mother of 

No.14657464K Hav Gokul 

Chandra Jana resident of Village- 

Bandhrauta, Post- Lalat, Tehsil- 

Kharagpur, District- Paschim 

Medinipur, State- West Bengal, 

Pin-721443, have changed my 

name from Geta Jana to Gita Jana 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB95050056459033X dated 07 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Nilambika Mother of 

No.17038811N CFN Tech (comn) 

Manjunath M Kabbur resident of 

Village- Deshanur, Post- 

Deshanur, Tehsil- Bailhongal, 

District- Belagavi, State- 

Karnataka, Pin-591147, have 

changed my name from Nilambika 

to Neelambika Kabbur Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB79702531413743W dated 14 

Nov 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Inderjit singh Gidde S/o 

Gurmit Singh Resident of Village 

Gandhon Kalan, P.O. Rangilpur, 

Tehsil and District Rupnagar have 

changed my name to Inderjit 

singh. 

I, Neelam Godara w/o Sh. 

Manish Jakhar resident of House 

No. 2002, First Floor, Sector 82-A, 

IT City, P.O. Kumbra, Mohali, 

Punjab declare that I have 

changed my Daughter's name 

from Siddhi to Siddhi Jakhar. 

I, Neelam Jakhar W/o Sh. 

Manish Jakhar R/o House No. 

2002, First Floor, Sector 82-A, IT 

City, P.O. Kumbra, Mohali, Punjab 

Declare that I have changed my 

name from Neelam Jakhar to  

Neelam Godara. 

I, Army No-14848991N 

Rank-Hav Name- Rahul Dhanaji 

Sawant Presently Posted at Unit: 

282 Coy Asc (SUP) Type ‘D’ HQ 

N-Area, Chandigarh-905282 

Permanent Address: Village: 

Takari, Post: Takari, Dist: Sangli, 

State:Maharashtra-415313 

declare that I have changed my 

Son’s name from Shreyas Sawant 

to Shreyas Rahul Sawant. Vide 

Affidavit No:54AA 901413,Dated: 

07/01/2025 

I, Army No-14848991N 

Rank-Hav Name- Rahul Dhanaji 

Sawant Presently Posted at Unit: 

282 Coy Asc (SUP) Type ‘D’ HQ 

N-Area, Chandigarh-905282 

Permanent Address: Village: 

Takari, Post: Takari, Dist: Sangli, 

State:Maharashtra-415313 

declare that I have changed my 

Son’s name from Arnav to Arnav 

Rahul Sawant. Vide Affidavit 

No:54AA 901198,Dated: 

07/01/2025 

I, Vijaya Latha is  legally 

Wedded Spouse of Army No: JC-

312129y Rank- Sub Maj Name- 

Venkateswarlu N Presently 

Posted At Unit: CME Pune  

Maharashtra-411031 Permanent 

Address: N, 4-53, Kotha 

Bhahmana Pally, Kotha 

bhahmana Pally, Kalwakurthy, 

Brahmanapalle, Mahabubnagar, 

Telangana - 509327 declare that I 

have changed My Name from 

Vijaya Latha to Neerudu Vijaya 

Latha. Vide Affidavit No: 54AA 

645981,Dated: 07/01/2025 

I, Anu W/o Sh. Gagan Deep 

R/o Flat No. 701, 7th Floor, 2BR, 

Tulip Heights, VIP Road, Lohgarh, 

SAS Nagar, Mohali, Punjab-

140603 declare that I have 

changed my name from Anupama 

to Anu. 

I, Dhokhiya Devi is Mother of 

Army No:15347271N Rank: Hav 

Name- Rambeta Kushwaha 

Presently Posted at Unit: 57 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO Permanent 

Address: 13, kubari, Mehuti, 

Satna, Madhya Pradesh - 485221 

Declare that I have changed my 

name from Dhokhiya Devi to 

Dhakhiya Kushwaha. Vide 

Affidavit No: 54AA 645987,Dated: 

07/01/2025 

I, Arti is Mother of Army No-

14843004F Rank-NK Name-Anup 

Sankar Mandal Presently Posted 

at Unit: 282 Coy Asc (SUP) Type 

‘D’ HQ N-Area, Chandigarh-

905282 Permanent Address: 

Rajnagar, Sarbangapur, 

Berhampore, Murshidabad, West 

Bengal-742174 declare that I have 

changed my name from Arti to 

Arati Mandal. Vide Affidavit No: 

54AA 645983,Dated: 07/01/2025 

I, Sachindra Nath Mandal is 

Father of Army No-14843004F 

Rank-NK Name-Anup Sankar 

Mandal Presently Posted at Unit: 

282 Coy Asc (SUP) Type ‘D’ HQ 

N-Area, Chandigarh-905282 

Permanent Address: Rajnagar, 

Sarbangapur, Berhampore, 

Murshidabad, West Bengal-

742174 Declare that I have 

changed My Name from 

Sachindra Nath Mandal to 

Sachindranath Mandal. Vide 

Affidavit No: 54AA 645985,Dated: 

07/01/2025 

I, Army No-JC-342870X 

Rank-Sub Name- Gurappa 

Bagalkoti Presently Posted at 

Unit: 57 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Permanent Address: Vill/Post- 

Aigali,Tehsil- Athani, District – 

Belagavi, State- Karnataka, Pin 

591248 declare that , I have 

changed my Son’s name from 

Mahantesh Bagalkoti to 

Mahantesh Bagalkot. Vide 

Affidavit No: 54AA 

645982,Dated:07/01/2025 

l, Sonia w/o Sh. Salinder 

Kumar R/o VPO Bibipur Jattan, 

Tehsil Indri, District Karnal, 

Haryana  declare  That I have 

changed the name of my minor 

daughter Vani to Vani Chahal. in 

future name of my daughter may 

be known and called as Vani 

Chahal. 

I, Service No. 15778336L 

Rank HAV Name Gaikwad Sanjay 

Ranganath Presently R/o Vill.& 

Post Office Ambashi, Tehsil 

Chikhli, Distt. Buldhana, 

Maharashtra-443201, Unit at 510 

LT AD MSL REGT (SP) C/O 56 

APO declare that I have changed 

name of my daughter from Gayatri 

to Gayatri Sanjay Gaikwad. 

I, Service No. 15778336L 

Rank HAV Name Gaikwad Sanjay 

Ranganath R/o Vill.& Post Office 

Ambashi, Tehsil Chikhli, Distt. 

Buldhana, Maharashtra-443201, 

Unit at 510 LT AD MSL REGT (SP) 

C/O 56 APO declare that I have 

changed name of my daughter 

from Sanika to Sanika Sanjay 

Gaikwad. 

I, Service No. 15778336L 

Rank HAV Name Gaikwad Sanjay 

Ranganath R/o Vill.& Post Office 

Ambashi, Tehsil Chikhli, Distt. 

Buldhana, Maharashtra-443201, 

Unit at 510 LT AD MSL REGT (SP) 

C/O 56 APO declare that I have 

changed name of my son from 

Ganesh to Ganesh Sanjay 

Gaikwad. 

I, No.15721492W L/NK 

Harpal Singh resident of Village- 

Cheetpur, Post- Kagrol, Tehsil- 

Kheragarh, District- Agra, State- 

Uttar Pradesh, Pin-283119, have 

changed my Daughter name from 

Ananya to Ananya Kumari Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB95049425559104X dated 07 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Geta Jana Mother of 

No.14657464K Hav Gokul 

Chandra Jana resident of Village- 

Bandhrauta, Post- Lalat, Tehsil- 

Kharagpur, District- Paschim 

Medinipur, State- West Bengal, 

Pin-721443, have changed my 

name from Geta Jana to Gita Jana 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB95050056459033X dated 07 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Nilambika Mother of 

No.17038811N CFN Tech (comn) 

Manjunath M Kabbur resident of 

Village- Deshanur, Post- 

Deshanur, Tehsil- Bailhongal, 

District- Belagavi, State- 

Karnataka, Pin-591147, have 

changed my name from Nilambika 

to Neelambika Kabbur Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB79702531413743W dated 14 

Nov 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Savita Devi Mother of 

No.782710N NB/Sub Satish 

Kumar resident of Village- 

Dhamlawas, Post- Pithrawas, 

Tehsil- Manethi, District- Rewari, 

State- Haryana, Pin-123101, have 

changed my name from Savita 

Devi to Savita Vide affidavit No. 

IN-PB94830061476135X dated 

06 Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Nisha Devi spouse of  

No.JC-782710N NB/Sub Satish 

Kumar resident of Village- 

Dhamlawas, Post- Pithrawas, 

Tehsil- Manethi, District- Rewari, 

State- Haryana, Pin-123101, have 

changed my name from Nisha 

Devi to Nisha Vide affidavit No. IN-

PB94830191141319X dated 06 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Poonam Kumari spouse of 

No.14646115A Hav Binod Kumar 

Tiwari resident of Village- Bansdih, 

Post- Bansdih, Tehsil- Bansdih, 

District- Ballia, State- UP, Pin-

277202, have changed my name 

from Poonam Kumari to Poonam 

Tiwari Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB94758460022641X dated 06 

Jan 2025 before notary public 

Pathankot. 

I, Satpal S/o Basanta Ram 

Vill. Neemwala, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra my son no. 

JC343978F Rank Naib Subedar In 

the army record of Krishan Kumar, 

my name is Satpal Singh D.O.B 

10/11/1963 is wrongly recorded, 

correct name is Satpal D.O.B is 

1/1/1954. 

I, Fulma Devi W/o Satpal Vill. 

Neemwala, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

my son no. JC343978F Rank Naib 

Subedar In the army record of 

Krishan Kumar, my name is 

Foolma Devi D.O.B 10/06/1968 is 

wrongly recorded, correct name is 

Fulma Devi D.O.B is 1/1/1955. 

I Nirmal Singh S/O Balbir 

Singh R/O Ward No.5 Vpo. Mudki 

Distt. Ferozepur Have Changed 

My Name Nirmal Singh To Nirmal 

Singh Gill. 

I Amarjeet S/O Jaissi Ram 

R/O Vill. Arniala Shahpur P.O. 

Mustapur Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

Have Changed My Name To 

Amarjit. 

I Balvir Kaur W/O Gurmeet 

Singh R/O Mari Buchian Tehsil 

Batala Distt. Gurdaspur Have 

Changed My Name From Balveer 

Kaur To Balvir Kaur. Concerned 

Note. 

I Naresh Kumar S/O Bishan 

Singh R/O Vill. Sawar P.O. Hajipur 

Tehsil Mukerian District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Declare That 

My Given Name As Naresh And 

My Surname As Kumar. 

I Manjit Singh Sahota S/O 

Dev Singh R/O Near Iti Hariana 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Manjit 

Singh. 

I Vijay Kumar Gupta S/O 

Subhash Gupta R/O H.No.206/4, 

Gupta Villah Street No.5 Sutehri 

Road Opp. Citizen Bank 

Hoshiarpur Have Changed My 

Name To Vijay Gupta. 

I Surinder Singh S/O Fateh 

Singh, R/O Village Dhul Kohna 

P.O. Kalia Tehsil Patti, Tarn Taran 

Punjab Declare That My Given 

Name As Surinder And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I Kirpal Singh S/O Didar 

Singh R/O Village Dibipura Tehsil 

Patti Tarn Taran Punjab Declare 

That My Given Name As Kirpal 

And My Surname As Singh. 

I Harjinder Pal Singh 

Sekhon S/O Satwant Singh R/O 

Talwandi Bhai (Ferozepur) Have 

Changed My Name To Harjinder 

Pal Singh. 

I Sukhbinder Kaur W/O 

Paramjeet Singh R/O H.No.12307 

Main Rahon Road Indra Colony 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Sukhwinder Kaur. 

I Aadil Kumar Chaudry S/O 

Pushpinder Kumar R/O Talwandi 

Bhai Distt. Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name As Aadil 

Kumar Chaudhary. 

I Simranjot Singh S/O 

Kulwant Singh R/O 5165 Urban 

Estate Phase-2 Dugri Basant 

Avenue Ludhiana Have Changed 

My Name To Simranjot Singh 

Kalra. 

I Amandeep Singh Sohi S/O 

Jagmail Singh R/O H.No.1634 

Mohalla Kishor Chand Jagraon 

Distt. Ludhiana Have Changed 

My Name To Amandeep Singh. 

I Jaswant Sandhu S/O 

Nirmal Singh R/O Vpo. Jalalabad 

East Distt. Moga Have Changed 

My Name To Jaswant Singh. 

I Kamaljit S/O Sukhwinder 

Pal R/O Patti Yadpur, Vpo. Virk, 

Tehsil Phillaur, District Jalandhar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Kamaljit To Kamaljit Chumber. 

I Amandeep Kaur W/O 

Sandeep Kumar R/O Khothran, 

District Shaheed Bhagat Singh 

Nagar Have Changed My Minor 

Daughter's Name From Hasrat 

Kaur To Hitakshi Kumari. 

I, Harjinder Singh Dharmsaut 

S/o Amar Singh R/o Vill: 

Mansurwal Kalan Teh-Zira 

(Ferozepur) have changed my 

name to Harjinder Singh. 

I Sukhjit Kaur W/o Jagseer 

Singh R/o Vpo. Kotbhai, Kothe 

Jagdian Wale, Teh. Gidderbaha-

152101, Distt. Sri Muktsar Sahib 

have changed my name to 

Sukhpreet Kaur. 

I, Vas Dev S/o Umesh 

Chander R/o Phase-2 Indra 

Colony (Hoshiarpur) Pb, have 

changed my name as Vas Dev 

Saini. 

I, Sunil Kumar S/o Harbans 

Lal R/o Vpo. Purika Teh-Mukerian 

(Hoshiarpur) have changed the 

name of my daughter from Seerat 

to Seerat Jangral. 

I, Sunil Kumar S/o Harbans 

Lal R/o Vpo. Purika Teh-Mukerian 

(Hoshiarpur) have changed the 

name of my daughter from Alisha 

to Alisha Jangral. 

I, Navdeep Singh Lakhanpal 

S/o Angrej Singh R/o Jaitu 

(Faridkot) have changed my 

name to Navdeep Singh. 

I, Honey S/o Balvir Ram R/o 

Vill: Raipur Gujjran Po. Kitna Teh-

Garhshankar (Hoshiarpur) have 

changed my name to Singh 

Honey. 

I, Mithlesh W/o Vijendra 

Singh R/o Flat No. 1837/3 

Housefed Complex Phase-10 

Mohali (SAS Nagar, Mohali) have 

changed my name from Mithlesh 

to Mithlesh Singh. 

I, Lakhvinder Singh S/o 

Ram Pal Singh R/o VPO Daheru, 

Tehsil Khanna (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name to Lakhwinder 

Singh. 

I Guraditta Singh Vig S/O 

Jasveer Singh R/O Village  

Bargari District Faridkot Have 

Changed My Name To Guraditta 

Singh. 

I, Shalinder Kumar S/o Kimti 

Lal R/o Telian Mohalla Urmar Teh-

Tanda (Hoshiarpur) Pb, have 

changed my name to Salinder 

Kumar. 

I Narinderjit Kaur Jassi D/o 

Nidhan Singh and W/o Jaswinder 

Singh R/o Vill-Kuka, PO-

Maqsudpur, Teh-Bholath, 

Distt-Kapurthala, Punjab - 144819, 

have changed my name to 

Narinderjeet Kaur. 

I Jaswinder Singh Jassi S/o 

Surjit Singh R/o Vill-Kuka, PO-

Maqsudpur, Teh-Bholath, 

Distt-Kapurthala, Punjab -144819, 

have changed my name to 

Jaswinder Singh. 

I Paramjit Singh S/o Nidhan 

Singh Village Chalaki, PO 

Morinda, Distt Rupnagar, Punjab, 

140101 I have changed my Name 

Parmjit Singh to Paramjit Singh. 

I Harish Kumar Aneja S/o 

Mathura Dass R/o H.No.F-3/11, 

Patel Colony, Rajpura, Patiala 

have changed my name to Harish 

Chander. 

I Ishant Kumar Aneja S/o 

Harish Chander R/o H.No.F-3/11, 

Ward No.14, Patel Colony, 

Rajpura, Patiala have changed my 

name to Ishant Kumar. 

I, Patil Sagar Mahadev 

presently residing at Vill & PO – 

Baleghol, Distt – Kolhapur, State – 

Maharashtra have changed my 

minor daughter name from 

Akshata to Akshata Sagar Patil 

vide Affidavit dated 07/01/2025 

before executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar. 

I, Shubhangi  legally wedded 

spouse of  Patil Sagar Mahadev  

presently residing at Vill & PO – 

Baleghol, Distt – Kolhapur, State – 

Maharashtra have changed my 

name from Shubhangi to  

Shubhangi Sagar Patil vide 

Affidavit dated 07/01/2025 before 

executive Magistrate Jalandhar. 

I, Sumadevi Legally Mother 

Of Hareesha B T Presently 

Residing At House No. 95/07, 1st 

Main 1st  Cross Raitara Beedi, P J 

Badavane, Davanagere, Po – 

Jayadeva Circle-Davanagree, Distt 

– Davangere, State – Karnataka  

Have Changed My Name From 

Sumadevi To Umadevi S Vide 

Affidavit Dated 07/01/2025 Before 

Executive Magistrate Jalandhar. 

I, Sudesh Kumari w/o No.JC-

295466P Nb Sub (AIG) Manoj 

Yadav of Unit 63 MED REGT.c/o 

56 APO residing at Village & Post- 

Barsana Tehsil & Distt. Charkhi 

Dadri State Haryana PIN-127026 

have changed my name from 

Sudesh to Sudesh Kumari Vide 

Affidavit Dated 07 January 2025 

before at Executive Magistrate 

Ferozepur. 

I, Sunita Singh w/o 

No.15155749L HAV (TA) Pramod 

Singh Yadav of unit 63 MED 

REGT.c/o 56 APO residing at 

Village Bindwaliya PO- Kaitwaliya, 

Teshil- Ghazipur Distt. Kaitwalia, 

State UP PIN-233001 have 

changed my name from Sunita 

Devi to Sunita Singh Vide Affidavit 

Dated 07 January 2025 before at 

Executive Magistrate Ferozepur. 

I, Koppula Rakhi is legally 

Wife of Army No. 16117258F Rank 

Hav Name Maddela Sudhker of 

Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur Residing at 1-77, 

Mdnoor Mandal, VTC, Chinna 

Eklara Po. Kotchera, Tehsil, 

Madnoor, District, Nizamabad 

State Telangana Pin-503309 

Declare That my Name Maddela 

Rakhi Wrongly Mentioned in my 

Husband Army Service Records 

but my correct Name is Koppula 

Rakhi. 

I Ranjana is legally Wife of 

No. 16118404H Rank SPR Name 

Shatrughan Yadav of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO Ferozepur 

Residing at Doth, Doth, Ballia, 

Sonadih State Uttar Pradesh Pin-

221715 Declare That my Name 

Ranjana Yadav Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Husband Army 

Service Records but my correct 

Name is Ranjana. 

I Army No. 16119794H Rank 

NK Name Srinivasan K of Unit 3 

Engr Regt. c/o 56 APO, Yol Cantt, 

Pin 914003, declare that my 

daughter Kayal Vizhi school record 

my daughter name mentioined as 

Kayalvizhi, which is incorrect. My 

daughter true and exact name is 

Kayal Vizhi. 

I, Pardip Kaur wife of Army 

1477332N Ex Nk (TS) Makhan 

Singh S/o Teja Singh Resident of 

Village Chak Bhange Wala Post 

office Mamdot Tehsil and Distt 

Ferozepur Punjab, have changed 

my name from Pardip Kaur to 

Pardeep Kaur in my husband Army 

Service Records and shall 

hereafter be known as my New 

Name Pardeep Kaur as per 

affidavit dated 07 Jan 2025. 

I, S Parvati Is Mother Of 

No.15420574N Rank Hav Name 

Sonti China Subramanyam Of Unit 

159 Gh C/O 56 Apo Residing At 5-

94, Kottareddypalem, Chandolu, 

Guntur, State Andhra Pradesh Pin 

522311 Have Changed My Name 

From S Parvati To Sonti Parvati 

Vide Affidavit Dated 07 January 

2025 Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Raghava Rao Is Father Of 

No.15420574N Rank Hav Name 

Sonti China Subramanyam Of Unit 

159 Gh C/O 56 Apo Residing At 5-

94, Kottareddypalem, Chandolu, 

Guntur, State Andhra Pradesh Pin 

522311 Have Changed My Name 

From Raghava Rao To Sonti 

Raghavulu Vide Affidavit Dated 07 

January 2025 Before At Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Mithlesh Is Mother Of 

No.15425388F Rank Nk Name 

Arun Kumar Mishra Of Unit 159 Gh 

C/O 56 Apo Residing At 93 Post 

Samar Singh Pur, Maha Para, 

Ambedkar Nagar, Mijhaura State 

Uttar Pradesh Pin 224152 Have 

Changed My Name From Mithlesh 

To Mithilesh Vide Affidavit Dated 

07 January 2025 Before At Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Amarsingh Jangir is legally 

Father of Name Ashok Kumar 

Jangir resident: Achchhapur, 

Hamirwas, Churu, Rajasthan Pin 

331305, have changed my Name 

from Amarsingh Jangir to Amar 

Singh Vide Affidavit Dated 07 

January 2025 before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Indravati Devi is legally 

Mother of Name Ashok Kumar 

Jangir resident: Achchhapur, 

Hamirwas, Churu, Rajasthan Pin 

331305, have changed my Name 

from Indravati Devi to Indra Vide 

Affidavit Dated 07 January 2025 

before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I Angrej Singh Gill s/o 

Sukhdev Singh #329, Zira Gate, 

New Abadi, Ferozepur city DIST 

Ferzepur Punjab Have changed 

my Name to Angrej Singh. 

I Poonam Bhagla & 

Poonam Narula, Poonam R/O 

House No. 11, Hitech Enclave, 

Near Housing Board Colony 

Ferozepur City, I am known by all 

the above three names and are 

the same person. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME
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The digital revolution
has profoundly trans-
formed how we live,

learn, and connect. While
this transformation offers
immense opportunities for
growth and development, it
also poses significant risks,
especially for vulnerable pop-
ulations such as children.
The digital world is fraught
with challenges, from expo-
sure to inappropriate content
to exploitation through target-
ed advertising. Recognising
the urgent need for robust
protections, the Indian gov-
ernment has introduced the
Digital Personal Data
Protection Rules, 2025, under
the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023. 
These rules, still in draft
form, have the potential to
safeguard children from
falling into digital traps by
establishing a comprehen-
sive framework for responsi-
ble data handling. A corner-
stone of the draft rules is the
requirement for verifiable
parental consent before pro-
cessing children’s data. This
mandate ensures that entities
cannot collect or use data
about minors without explic-
it authorisation from their
parents or legal guardians. For

example, creating an account
on a social media platform or
an online gaming service
requires parents to verify
their identity and approve the
data processing activities.
This provision is vital in
reducing the risks posed by
predatory targeting, identity
theft, and unauthorised data
collection. By putting parents
in control, the rules prevent
businesses from exploiting
children’s data for financial
gain. This safeguard is partic-
ularly important in protecting
children from behavioural
profiling, which can have
long-term implications on
their psychological develop-
ment and privacy.
Educational institutions play
a critical role in a child’s
growth, but they, too, rely
heavily on data collection.
The draft rules explicitly

address this by restricting
data processing in schools and
allied institutions to activities
that are essential for educa-
tional purposes or the safety
of students. For instance,
tracking attendance, monitor-
ing behaviour, and ensuring
the security of transportation
services are permissible, but
excessive or irrelevant data
collection is prohibited. These
safeguards ensure that chil-
dren’s data is not misused or
repurposed without clear jus-
tification. 
The digital world can be a
double-edged sword. While it
offers educational resources
and entertainment, it also
exposes children to inappro-
priate or harmful content.
The draft rules mandate that
data fiduciaries implement
measures to ensure that chil-
dren cannot access content
that negatively affects their
well-being. This includes fil-
tering out materials related to
violence, explicit content, and
other age-inappropriate mate-
rial.
Such provisions are critical in
protecting the mental and
emotional health of children,
who are particularly suscep-
tible to the influence of harm-
ful digital stimuli. Moreover,

they underscore the impor-
tance of collaboration
between regulators and tech-
nology companies to create a
safer online environment.
Consent managers play a piv-
otal role in the new frame-
work. As intermediaries, they
enable data principals—in
this case, parents or
guardians—to give, manage,
review, and withdraw consent
for data processing activities.
These managers must ensure
that the process is transparent
and user-friendly, empower-
ing parents to monitor how
their children’s data is being
utilised. 
The draft rules also require
consent managers to maintain
detailed records of consent
given, denied, or withdrawn,
enhancing accountability
across the board. While the
draft rules represent a signif-
icant leap forward, their suc-
cessful implementation
hinges on overcoming sever-
al challenges. This calls for
innovative solutions, such as
integrating verified digital
IDs like Aadhaar with consent
management systems. 

(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National

Institute of Advanced
Studies; views are personal)

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s announcement of his resignation on January
6, 2025, marks a significant turning point in Canadian politics. Trudeau, who has
served as Prime Minister since October 2015, made the decision amidst mount-

ing pressure from his own party and growing challenges to his leadership. Trudeau’s
decision to step down comes against a backdrop of increasing discontent within the
ruling Liberal Party. During his announcement outside Rideau Cottage in Ottawa, Trudeau
acknowledged the internal discord that had hindered his leadership. In a strategic move,
Trudeau met with Governor General Mary Simon to secure the prorogation of Parliament
until March 24, effectively delaying the possibility of a no-confidence vote that was antic-
ipated in the session scheduled to begin on January 27. This decision provides the Liberal
Party with a window to elect a new leader and stabilise its position ahead of potential
political upheaval. Trudeau’s resignation reflects a culmination of political and person-

al challenges. The Liberal Party’s diminishing unity
became a significant obstacle for Trudeau’s leadership.
Discontent among MPs and party members had been
growing, fueled by concerns over policy decisions, gov-
ernance style, and declining public support. 
After nearly a decade in office, Trudeau’s administra-
tion faced criticism over issues such as economic man-
agement, healthcare and Canada’s climate policy. These
challenges eroded his public approval, making him a
less viable candidate for the next election. By stepping
down before the next election, Trudeau’s resignation
allows the Liberal Party to rejuvenate its leadership and
present a fresh face to voters, potentially mitigating elec-

toral risks. Trudeau’s departure will have significant political and national implications
The resignation sets the stage for a competitive leadership race within the Liberal Party.
The choice of the next leader will be critical in determining the party’s future direction
and its ability to retain power. Trudeau’s resignation reshapes Canada’s political dynam-
ics. The opposition, particularly the Conservative Party, is likely to leverage this transi-
tion period to challenge the Liberals’ governance record and push for early
elections.Trudeau’s tenure, marked by landmark achievements such as legalising cannabis,
advancing gender equality, and climate initiatives, will now be evaluated in the context
of his departure. His legacy will hinge on whether the Liberal Party can sustain these
accomplishments under new leadership. Justin Trudeau’s resignation underscores the
complexities of long-term political leadership in a rapidly evolving landscape. While his
decision to step down reflects personal and political pragmatism, it also signals a piv-
otal moment for Canadian democracy. The coming months will determine how effec-
tively the Liberal Party navigates this transition and whether Canada’s political institu-
tions can maintain stability amid change. Trudeau’s departure opens the door to new
opportunities and challenges for Canada’s political future.

Trudeau steps down

EDUCATION SYSTEM NEEDS REFORM 
Madam—This refers to the article on
turning Canada’s crisis into India’s oppor-
tunity. This looks to be an incongruent
aspiration. Because Indian industries are
already expressing their difficulties in
getting recruitable skilled workers. This
crisis is further confirmed by the latest
programme to train 10 lakh youth as
apprentices. 500 industries are listed out
to engage in this programme in which
both  the trainees and the engaged indus-
tries are incentivised. The fact is the par-
ticipants are already educated diploma
or degree holders.
The education system is yet to be tuned
in such a manner as to make those com-
pleting education employable with
appropriate skills and enough knowledge.
It would be more appropriate to correct
our systems before aiming at utilising
others’ crises into our opportunities.
Having put education in the hands of the
private players, the quality of education
suffers the most. Except producing
degree holders, simply by utilising the tal-
ent of byhearting and reproducing no

scope for creativity is offered. In the
name of introducing new educational
system subjects like astrology is being
introduced. The education system
urgently needs a total revamping to make
it meaningful.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

BIDHURI SPARKS CONTROVERSY
Madam —BJP candidate Ramesh
Bidhuri’s statement, “We will make all the
roads in Kalkaji like Priyanka Gandhi’s
cheeks,” is not just an insult but also a
reflection of his mentality. If such
remarks can be made by a prominent
senior party candidate, what can we
expect from an ordinary citizen? The BJP
should take strict action against Ramesh
Bidhuri, as such a derogatory statement
by a party member not only tarnishes his
reputation but also damages the party’s
image. He should issue a public apolo-
gy for this remark.

Priya Thakur | Ujjain

AUSTRALIA WINS B-G TROPHY 
Madam —Australia deserves to be the
winner of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
by their immaculate performance under
the brilliance of Pat Cummins. While
India was beaten thoroughly 3-1, the lit-
tle hope in the Sydney test was vanished
when the ace Jasprit Bumrah got injured
at the inappropriate time. All the credit
goes to Bumrah and the world-class
bowler claimed the man of the series
despite India losing heavily, indicating
that he’s the supreme bowler from both
sides. World stalwarts rated him high
with huge respect for him and he has
been shortlisted for the ICC men’s crick-
eter of the year award for the Sir Garfield
Sobers Trophy, which has seen him walk-
ing tall among geniuses among world
cricketers. 
It’s unfortunate that Captain Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli were the great
disappointment and the ultimate reasons
for Team India losing the rhythm for the
Titanic sink at the end. Though the
young Jaiswal has been spectacular and
K L Rahul did some good work, Pant
played a cameo in a few innings that was-
n’t good enough for the team to pull back
when the rest of the batters failed mis-
erably at the end. Aussies Scott Boland’s
splendid variation and bounce would
make Kohli remember Scott Boland
more than Anushka in his dreams in this
series by dismissing Virat 4 times out of
Boland’s 5 innings by having faced 68
balls for a mere 28 runs. Boland came
into the side during the middle of the
series and was the only breather for the
Indian team. Anyhow, the series has not
only the test for players but also for the
head coach too. Gambhir needs to study
a few management lessons. Hope the
team India would make a comeback in
the upcoming fixtures of T20 against
England and in the following months to
prove their worth to serve a few Badusa
to ICC Chief Jay Shah to bring back
sweeter moments for the fans too in the
future.

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
resigns ahead of the upcoming elections

the terms of engagement that
Kathmandu says violated
Treaty arrangements.
Curiously both countries have
remained silent at the political
and military levels. India’s
seniormost officer, Chief of
Defence Staff, Gen Anil
Chauhan from 11 Gorkha
Rifles has been approached by
several Gorkha veterans to
try to break the stalemate but
he is loath to approach
PM/RM/NSA saying that the
government ‘has taken a polit-
ical decision’. QED
It is his responsibility to raise
the decision-making process to
the next level as other Army
Chiefs in the past have done in
the national interest. During
the economic blockade in
2015, Gen Dalbir Singh was
able to persuade PM Narendra
Modi and FM Sushma Swaraj
that prolonging the blockade
would adversely affect the
livelihood of Indian Army
Gorkha ex-servicemen and
families of serving soldiers in
Nepal which in turn would
impact bilateral relations. The
blockade was ended but bilat-
eral ties were seriously dis-
turbed. After King Gyanendra
conducted the Palace coup in
2004, India decided to stop the
supply of lethal armaments to
the Nepal Army which was
fighting the Maoists. 
Then Army Chief, Gen JJ
Singh, recommended against
it. In a slanging match between
MoD and EAM, Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh
upheld the embargo. On the
other hand, Siachen, Army
Chiefs had prevailed in con-
vincing Singh not to budge
over any withdrawal from or
concessions on Siachen.
In 1986, during the
Gorkhaland movement in
North Bengal, as a senior
Gorkha officer who had been
deployed there, I was invited to
a meeting by Principal
Secretary to PM, Sarla Grewal
along with Deputy Chief of
Army Staff, Lt Gen Rawat for
discussion on the violence
and our response. 
In the higher direction of war
in 1971, PM Indira Gandhi
consulted Field Marshal Sam
Manekshaw at every stage for
planning and conduct of bat-
tle. In 1975, then Army Chief,
Gen Gopal Bewoor, 11 Gorkha
Rifles convinced Mrs Gandhi
of the negative impact of stop-
ping the recruitment of NDGs.
So this is not the first time that
the absurd idea of ending
NDG recruitment has come
up. But this time government
decided on NDGs that CDS
accepted..Lt Gen Sanjeev
Chauhan is the senior officer
and President Gorkha
Brigade which meets annual-
ly in February in a unique
assembly of seven Gorkha reg-
iments to discuss professional
matters. On recruitment of
NDGs, they too are stuck at the
Army Chief/CDS level. 
Two years ago, I wrote a letter

on strategic loss accruing from
altered rules of NDG recruit-
ment to the Principal Secretary
to the PM, PK Mishra. No
acknowledgement nor reply
was received. Service Chiefs
in the past have been willing
and able to advise political
authority on military matters.
The consultative process has
stopped with this government. 
On  December 15, 2024, while
inaugurating India’s World
magazine, Foreign Minister
Jaishankar conspicuously omit-
ted to mention national secu-
rity or the military component
of international relations as part
of India’s foreign policy vision.
Answering a question last year
on why no NDG recruitment
he said foreign policy is deter-
mined by India’s national inter-
est and not that of any other
country, implying Nepal. India’s
national interests in terms of
defence and security are
entwined with those of Nepal
with whom New Delhi claims
a special relationship which
Kathmandu mildly reaffirms.
It was Modi who said in Nepal’s
Parliament in 2014 that India
has fought no war where
Nepalese blood was not shed.
India-Nepal relations are writ-
ten in blood.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the

Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence

Staff. The views are personal)

India’s Gorkha Brigade:

A legacy at crossroads

The press and media
are flooded with stories
about Nepal
Domiciled Gorkha sol-
diers and their imper-

iled future in the Indian Army
under the Agnipath scheme.
With the last NDG in India’s
Gorkha Brigade likely to retire
around 2045-50, it is possible two
Gorkha soldiers could confront
each other in Doklam, or else-
where along the LAC should
NDGs start joining the PLA.
Traditionally, they have joined the
British Army since the early 19th
century, later the Singapore Police
and Brunei Army and still later,
the French Foreign Legion and
the Russian Army (around 15,000
according to Al Jazeera news).
Soldiering is in their blood with
the first choice always and every
time, the British Army has pam-
pered as well as exploited them.
On 10 November 2024,
Kathmandu Post carried a front-
page picture of impeccably smart
Gorkhas at an attestation parade
in the UK. 
Three brothers in a Nepali fam-
ily could still be in British, Indian
and Nepalese armies in that
order of preference. But Britain
does not recruit Indian Domiciled
Gorkhas. NDGs ceased joining
the Indian Army for 5 years ren-
dering hopelessly bleak the future
of the Gorkha Brigade and a
strategic glue that binds India and
Nepal.Last year, in November and
December, Indian and Nepalese
Army Chiefs who became hon-
orary Generals in each other’s
army spent a week in the other’s
country and were made much of.
Last week, 1/11 Gorkha Rifles
commanded by Col JP Singh
went for joint training with the Sri
Sri Jung battalion of the Nepal
Army at Saljhandi near the bor-
der town of Butawal. (With PLA
Nepal Army does only platoon-
level joint training restricted to
Kathmandu Valley). 
No weapons are carried by either
contingent as the host country
provides them. No two sovereign
armies and their Chiefs have
such unique rapport. Despite the
shared history, geography and his-
toric links between the two coun-
tries and their armies, recruit-
ment of NDGs has been frozen
since India took the unilateral
decision in June 2022 to change

Create safe online environment for kids

DESPITE THE
SHARED HISTORY,
GEOGRAPHY AND

HISTORIC LINKS
BETWEEN THE TWO

COUNTRIES AND
THEIR ARMIES,

RECRUITMENT OF
NDGS HAS BEEN

FROZEN SINCE INDIA
TOOK THE

UNILATERAL
DECISION IN JUNE
2022 TO CHANGE

THE TERMS OF
ENGAGEMENT THAT
KATHMANDU SAYS
VIOLATED TREATY

ARRANGEMENTS

Digital shield: Safeguarding
children from the digital trap

T
he digital age has revolutionised childhood,
with social media becoming an integral part
of how young people connect and commu-

nicate. Yet, this evolution brings significant risks
that demand urgent action. In this backdrop,
India’s draft rules under the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act mandating consent of parents
/guardians for minors to open social media
accounts are a commendable step in safeguard-

ing children. The proposed rules make social
media companies accountable for verifying
parental consent through robust measures,
empowering the guardians to guide their
wards’ online interactions. 
To refine these rules, additional measures like
AI-driven age verification, digital literacy work-
shops and transparent complaint mechanisms
are essential. Regular audits, stakeholder feed-
back and alignment with global standards will
further enhance the framework. By adopting
these rules, India contributes to a global effort
to create a safer online environment for children.
In a world where digital engagement is unavoid-
able, prioritising the safety and wellbeing of the
youngest users is not merely a responsibility but
also an ethical imperative. Building collabora-
tion among parents, educators and social media
platforms is crucial for lasting change.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

ASHOK K MEHTA

BIJU
DHARMAPALAN

The Indian government has proposed the Digital Personal Data Protection Rules,

2025 to fortify children’s online safety through robust data protection measures

The iconic Gorkha Brigade faces an uncertain future with the freeze on
Nepal domiciled Gorkha recruitment under the Agnipath scheme
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FOR A COUNTRY
THAT DEPENDS

HEAVILY ON
IMPORTS AND
EVEN INCURS

HUGE SUBSIDIES,
WHY WOULD THE

GOVERNMENT
ALLOW

EXPORTS? THE
INDUSTRY,
HOWEVER,

CONCEDES THAT
THERE WAS

UNSOLD
INVENTORY WITH

DEALERS AND
THAT MIGHT HAVE
IMPACTED SALES
DURING 2023-24

The dawn of a new year provides a blank canvas to rewrite your
story, redefine your priorities, and reimagine the future. In 2025,
seize this opportunity by setting resolutions that not only align with

your aspirations but also enhance your quality of life. This year calls for
more than just ambitious declarations – it demands realistic, sustain-
able changes that can truly transform our lives. Here are ten meaning-
ful resolutions worth keeping making 2025 your best year yet.
1. Digital Wellness Revolution: The first and foremost is to break free
from screen addiction by implementing a “sunset hour” for devices.
Keeping aside one hour before bedtime for offline activities like reading
or meditation will definitely help in improving both sleep quality as well
as mental health.
2. Financial Intelligence Upgrade: Financial stability is a key component
of a stress-free life. Start by evaluating your spending habits and cre-
ating a realistic budget by dedicating at least 30 minutes weekly to learn-
ing about investments and financial planning. By aiming to save con-
sistently and work towards reducing debt, setting financial goals can pro-
vide clarity and motivation.

3. Sustainable Living Practices: As global awareness of environmental
challenges grows, adopting sustainable habits is more important than
ever. By transforming your environmental impact through practical steps
such as switching to reusable products, adopting a plant-based meal
day, and calculating your monthly carbon footprint to identify areas for
improvement.
4. De-clutter your space: A cluttered environment often mirrors a clut-
tered mind. Take time in 2025 to organize and declutter your living and
working spaces. Try working towards donating or recycling items that
are no longer in need and creating systems to maintain the same. 
5. Relationship Enrichment: Human connections are the bedrock of hap-
piness and fulfilment. This year, try making a conscious effort to nur-
ture your relationships with family, friends, and colleagues. 
6. Physical Health Revolution: Developing regular physical activity is the
cornerstone of good health. In 2025, move a daily habit. Whether it’s
strength training, yoga, swimming, or brisk walking, find an activity you
enjoy and stick to it. Aim for at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensi-
ty exercise per week to improve cardiovascular health, strengthen mus-
cles, and boost mental well-being. 
7. Mental Fitness Focus: A positive mindset can transform your expe-
riences. In 2025, focus on the good in every situation, practice self-com-
passion, and surround yourself with uplifting individuals. Integrate daily
mental health practices such as five minutes of mindfulness, gratitude
journaling, or therapeutic creativity. Positivity fuels resilience and empow-
ers you to overcome challenges with grace.
8. Knowledge Expansion: Read one book monthly on subjects outside
your comfort zone. This broadens perspectives and keeps your mind
agile in our rapidly changing world.
9. Community Engagement: Helping others fosters a sense of purpose
and connection. Find a cause you care about and dedicate time or
resources to it. Community service not only helps others but also pro-
vides networking opportunities and personal fulfilment. Volunteering not
only benefits those in need but also enriches your own life with mean-
ing and fulfilment.
10. Creative Expression: Dedicate time weekly to any form of creativi-
ty – writing, painting, music, or crafts. Creative outlets reduce stress
and enhance problem-solving skills. As we embrace 2025, let’s move
beyond traditional resolution-setting and focus on creating meaningful,
lasting changes that enhance both our personal growth and our impact
on the world around us. 

(The writer is an educator; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
TEN MEANINGFUL

RESOLUTIONS FOR 2025

Prashant Kishor, a name
synonymous with polit-
ical strategy, has made

his debut in Bihar politics
with the launch of his party,
Jansuraj. Drawing an analogy
to a potter, Kishor likens his
work to shaping the best clay
into something meaningful,
declaring, “We are bringing
forward the best people of
society. My role is to make this
party win. I am in the role of
a sutradhar (narrator); I have
announced after the forma-
tion of the party that I will not
run it. The party people will
run the party.”
This declaration, however,
has done little to quell spec-
ulations about his aspirations.
Rumors abound that Kishor is
vying for the post of Chief
Minister, a claim he repeated-
ly denies. “I am not contest-

ing the elections,” he insists. “I
do not feel like contesting, but
if the party decides that only
I can secure a seat, then it will
be a collective decision. I am
not bigger than the party.”
Despite his assertions, Kishor’s
entry into Bihar politics has
stirred discussions about the
impact of Jansuraj on the
state’s political landscape, par-
ticularly in the context of the
2025 assembly elections.
Questions loom: will his party

weaken the NDA or the
INDIA alliance? Political ana-
lysts suggest that Kishor, with
his background as a strategist
for both Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, could
be a disruptive force. Some
even speculate that he might
be a BJP-backed “pawn,”
designed to fragment opposi-
tion votes, a claim fueled by
his apparent inability to align
with the Congress or RJD
leadership.
Kishor’s criticisms of Nitish
Kumar’s governance have
been particularly sharp. He
has lambasted Kumar’s lead-
ership style, though his past
affiliations with the BJP have
also fueled skepticism.
Adding to the intrigue, JDU
leaders have dismissed
Kishor’s efforts as insignifi-

cant.
JDU, meanwhile, continues to
champion causes like the
nationwide caste census and
the “One Nation, One
Election” policy. It also plans
to hold a workers’ meeting in
Nalanda on January 20, 2025,
to gauge its position before the
elections. JDU’s reliance on
caste-based politics, particu-
larly its focus on Mahadalits,
underscores its strategy for
retaining relevance.  
Recognizing the centrality of
caste and community dynam-
ics in Bihar politics, Kishor
has crafted his approach
accordingly. His first major
move was targeting the
Muslim and backward caste
vote banks, which collective-
ly account for 53.8 per cent of
the electorate. To solidify his
position, he announced plans

to field more candidates from
Muslim and extremely back-
ward communities in the
upcoming elections. The
appointment of a Dalit as
Jansuraj’s first working pres-
ident further underscored
this strategy. 
This decision, however, drew
criticism, with some perceiv-
ing it as an overt counter to
JDU’s Mahadalit card. Kishor’s

emphasis on Dalit represen-
tation, though a significant
gesture, was met with resis-
tance from sections of the
political spectrum.
Before launching Jansuraj,
Kishor spent two years trav-
eling across Bihar, conducting
a padayatra and engaging in
public dialogues in villages
and towns. His campaign
drew heavily from the ideas of
Mahatma Gandhi and
Rabindranath Tagore, echoing
a narrative of grassroots
empowerment. However, his
advocacy for ending Bihar’s
liquor prohibition—a policy
closely associated with Nitish
Kumar’s governance—has
sparked controversy. Critics
argue that this stance contra-
dicts Gandhian principles and
exposes Kishor to allegations
of opportunism.

Despite the criticisms, Kishor’s
efforts signal a genuine
attempt to address Bihar’s
long-standing issues. Bihar
has long grappled with chal-
lenges like unemployment,
poor infrastructure, and ris-
ing crime. Kishor positions
Jansuraj as a platform to tack-
le these problems, but
whether he can deliver
remains to be seen. 
Kishor’s focus on margin-

alised communities, grass-
roots dialogue, and inclusive
leadership sets a distinct
tone. However, his political
credibility and ability to
translate ideas into action
will be closely scrutinized.
As the assembly elections
approach, the political bat-
tlefield in Bihar is becoming
increasingly dynamic. JDU’s
focus on its traditional voter

base and initiatives like the
caste census may clash
directly with Jansuraj’s
appeal to similar demo-
graphics. Meanwhile, spec-
ulation about Kishor’s BJP
connections and his critique
of Nitish Kumar suggest that
his presence will influence
alliances and electoral strate-
gies across the board.
Prashant Kishor’s entry into
Bihar politics marks a signif-
icant shift. By forming
Jansuraj, he has sought to
disrupt the status quo and
present a new alternative.
However, whether he can
truly emerge as a transfor-
mative leader or will mere-
ly fragment votes remains
the critical question.

(The writer is a senior
journalist; views are 

personal)

Prashant Kishor’s Jansuraj: A new political force or BJP’s strategic move in Bihar?

It is time to focus on resolutions that
align with our aspirations

SHAINY SHARMA

UTTAM  GUPTA

Despite a strong push from the government and ambitious targets for production and

adoption, the fiscal year 2023-24 witnessed a sharp 43 per cent drop in nano-urea sales

Farmers shunning use of

nano-urea despite promotion

A more startling claim made by
IFFCO/NBRC is that a 500-ml
bottle of nano-urea is equivalent
to a 45-kg bag of conventional
urea. 
The latter contains 46 percent N
nutrient, or 20 kg (45×0.46). In
contrast, the former contains 4
per cent N, or 20 grams
(500x.04). The equivalence
between the two means that urea
in nano-form with a mere 20
grams can achieve what conven-
tional urea does with 20 kg - a
gap of 1000 times in efficiency.It
is this monumental difference in
efficiency that also enables the
manufacturer to deliver a 500-ml
bottle of nano-urea to farmers for
Rs 240 without any subsidy sup-
port. 
In contrast, the cost of supplying
equivalent conventional urea in
a 45 kg bag, is over eleven times
at around Rs 2650 (while, this fig-
ure is for imported urea, even for
urea produced domestically, the
cost is substantially higher and
varies from unit to unit), the
Government has to give a subsidy
of Rs 2410 to make available to
the farmer at the same price of Rs
240.There being 22.22 bags in a
ton of urea (1000/45), the subsidy
on the import of a ton of conven-
tional urea comes to Rs 53,550
(2410×22.22). 
If we were to replace one million
tons of imported urea with nano-
urea which doesn’t require any
subsidy support, the government
would save Rs 53,550 million or
Rs 5355 crore. Mandaviya had
kept a target of producing about
55 million bottles of nano-urea
during FY 2023-24 which
replaces 2.5 million tons of con-
ventional urea. This would yield
savings of around Rs 13,400 crore

in subsidy.
Around 600 cubic metres of nat-
ural gas (NG) is needed to pro-
duce a ton of conventional urea.
For generating the same effect
through the nano-urea - given the
efficiency difference of 1000
times, the requirement of NG
would be a mere 0.6 cubic meters
(600/1000). This would lead to
huge savings in the import of gas
(currently, India imports one-
third of its requirement for
domestic urea production).
Drastic reduction in load on
infrastructure will be a bonus.
Imagine the impact of handling,
moving, storing and delivering a
500 - ml bottle of nano-urea vis-
à-vis a bag of conventional urea
containing 45,000 grams of the
material. 
The use of nano-urea thus offers
unprecedented possibilities in
terms of not just a substantial
reduction in fertilizer subsidy but
also trimming excess consump-
tion of urea thereby reducing the
imbalance in fertilizer use
improving soil health, and help-
ing achieve the environment-
related goals. Additional bene-
fits will accrue by way of savings
in foreign exchange outgo, and
a reduction in the current
account deficit. 
What explains the setback dur-
ing FY 2023-24?Reportedly, the
industry’s argument that the
fall in production and sales was
due to ‘the launch of new prod-
ucts such as Nano urea plus,
with a higher concentration of
nitrogen and reduction in sales
of earlier variants of Nano urea
that had lower nitrogen concen-
tration’ is untenable. This is
because whatever the level of ‘N’
concentration, fundamentally

the product remains ‘Nano-
urea’. Another explanation
is that ‘the drop in sales coube-
causee fact that farmers had
bought large quantities of Nano
urea in the previous years’ does-
n’t cut ice. Farmers generally are
not prone to stocking fertilizer
material as the majority of them
just don’t have the wherewithal
to hold stocks. 
A third possibility that lower
domestic sales could be due to
the export of nano-urea doesn’t
make sense. For a country that
depends heavily on imports and
even incurs huge subsidies, why
would the government allow
exports? The industry, however,
concedes that there was unsold
inventory with dealers and that
might have impacted sales dur-
ing 2023-24. This shows that
even during 2022-23, farmers
didn’t lift nano-urea to the
extent revealed by the sales fig-
ures of that year. One can’t
escape inferring that nano-urea
could be losing charm amongst
farmers. 
If it is due to factors like their
being unable to cope with the
rigours of the new technology
(spraying it on leaves is more
challenging than prill urea) or
shortage of skilled labour etc,
those can be overcome. But, if it
is due to tall claims regarding
efficiency or yield going hay-
wire, it is a matter of concern.
For instance, a study released by
Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU) in January 2024 says that
the ‘use of nano-urea led to
decrease in the yield of wheat
and rice by 21.6 per cper cent 13
percent respectively’.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views expressed are personal)

Last year, around this time, the
Union Minister for Chemicals
and Fertilisers Mansukh
Mandaviya had said
“Consumption of urea this fis-

cal (read: FY 2023-24) is likely to be 8
percent less than in FY 2022-23 due to
the use of its liquid nano variant.
Because of this and higher domestic
production, import of urea, the soil
nutrient that accounts for 70 percent of
the fertilizer subsidy bill, declined
more than a fifth on year in 2023.
Further spread of nano urea consump-
tion and the start of a new large urea
plant (Talcher in Odisha) by September
2023 would lead to elimination of
imports in two-three years”.
Nano-urea is urea in the form of a
nanoparticle containing nitrogen par-
ticles of 20-50 nanometres (nm) in size.
It provides nitrogen or ‘N’ to plants in
liquid form as an alternative to conven-
tional urea which is mostly supplied as
prill (it is a small diameter, spherical
white solid). The minister’s statement
pointed towards the commitment of the
government to promote the use of
nano-urea so that imports of conven-
tional urea are brought down to elim-
inating it.
However, according to data from the
Fertiliser Association of India (FAI) –
an umbrella body of the fertilizer
industry – the sales of Nano urea plum-
meted by nearly 43 per cent during FY
2023-24 (this happened after growing
by a significant 62 per cent during FY
2022-23). Meanwhile, the total produc-
tion of Nano urea during FY 2023-24
was 81 per cent less than in the previ-
ous FY. 
The manufacturers knew that there
wouldn’t be much demand for it; so
they reduced the output even as its
production capacity rose by 59 per
cent.Why did the sales of Nano-urea
decrease? But, before that, we need to
understand why the government is so
keen to promote its use. 
The beauty of nano-urea lies in its
ultra-small size and high surface area
(10,000 times over 1 mm urea prill),
which enable easy absorption by plant
leaves. These particles enter the plant
through cuticular pores, or stomata,
and then penetrate the cell mem-
branes through endocytosis. Once
inside the cell, these release nutrients
slowly and ensure full absorption by
eliminating waste that normally hap-
pens with conventional means. The
innovator namely Nano Biotechnology
Research Centre (NBRC) of the Indian
Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited
(IFFCO) claims its efficiency (a mea-
sure of how much of the ‘N’ supplied
from it is absorbed by the plant) is over
80 per cent against around 40 per cent
for the conventional stuff. 
The use of nano-urea also results in
higher crop yield by 3-16 per cent when
compared to traditional  urea.
Moreover, unlike the latter which rais-
es environmental concerns including
nitrate leaching, global warming, ozone
layer depletion, and groundwater pol-
lution, the former causes less soil,
water and air pollution. According to
a study, two foliar sprays of nano-urea
curtailed nitrogen load by 25 per cent,
besides reducing the greenhouse gas
(GHG) emission from 164.2 to 416.5 kg
CO2-eq ha-1 under different crops.

As the 2025 assembly elections approach, the big question remains: Can Kishor truly reshape Bihar’s political future, or is his role simply to disrupt opposition unity?

RAJESH KUMAR SINGH
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South Korean agency receives new warrant to detain impeached President Yoon
PTI n SEOUL

South Korea’s anti-corrup-
tion agency said it received

a new court warrant on
Tuesday to detain impeached
President Yoon Suk Yeol after
its previous attempt was
blocked by the presidential
security service last week. 
The Corruption Investigation
Office for High-Ranking
Officials, which plans to ques-
tion the embattled president on
rebellion allegations over his
short-lived martial law decree
on Dec. 3, didn’t immediately
confirm how long the warrant
would remain valid. 
The agency’s chief prosecutor,
Oh Dong-woon, refused to
answer when asked by lawmak-
ers when the warrant would
expire, saying such information
is sensitive as the agency and

police contemplate ways to
execute it. 
Detention warrants typically
last seven days but can be
extended to around 10 days.
Oh didn’t say when investiga-
tors planned to make their
next attempt to detain Yoon. 
The Seoul Western District
Court last week had initially
issued a warrant to detain
Yoon and a separate warrant to
search his residence after he
repeatedly defied authorities by
refusing to appear for question-
ing. 
About 150 anti-corruption
agency investigators and police
officers attempted to detain
Yoon on Friday but retreated
from his residence in Seoul
after a tense standoff with the
presidential security service
that lasted more than five
hours. The investigators did not

make another attempt to detain
Yoon and the previous court
warrants expired after a week
on Monday. 
If investigators manage to
detain Yoon, they will likely ask
a court for permission to make
a formal arrest. Otherwise, he
will be released after 48 hours.
The anti-corruption agency
and police have pledged to
make a more forceful effort to
detain Yoon, which could be a
complicated process as long as
he remains in his official resi-
dence.
The anti-corruption agency is
leading a joint investigation
with the police and military
into Yoon’s brief power grab,
which included declaring mar-
tial law and dispatching troops
to surround the National
Assembly. Lawmakers who
managed to get past the block-

ade voted to lift martial law
hours later. 
Yoon’s presidential powers were
suspended after the opposition-
dominated Assembly voted to
impeach him on Dec. 14,
accusing him of rebellion. The
Constitutional Court has start-
ed deliberations on whether to
formally remove Yoon from
office or reinstate him.
Members of the presidential
security staff were seen
installing barbed wire near the
gate and along the hills leading
up to the presidential com-
pound over the weekend. 
Oh confirmed to lawmakers
that the agency was debating
with police on whether to
arrest members of the presi-
dential security staff if they
forcefully obstruct efforts to
detain Yoon. Police have said
they are considering “all avail-

able options” to bring Yoon into
custody and haven’t publicly
ruled out the possibility of
deploying SWAT teams,
although it’s unclear whether
investigators would risk esca-
lating a confrontation with
presidential security forces,
who are also armed. 
Park Jong-joon, chief of the
presidential security service,
has hit back against criticism
that it has become Yoon’s pri-
vate army, saying it has legal
obligations to protect the
incumbent president. He and
his deputy have so far defied
summonses by police, who
planned to question them
over the suspected obstruction
of official duty following
Friday’s events.
In a parliament hearing
Tuesday, Oh criticized the
countr y’s  acting leader,

Deputy Prime Minister Choi
Sang-mok, for instructing
police to oblige with the pres-
idential security service’s
request to deploy personnel to
Yoon’s residence to beef up
security ahead of Friday’s
detention attempt. The police
did not carry out Choi’s
instruction, and Oh said the
agency was reviewing whether
Choi’s actions constituted an
obstruction of official duty.
The agency has repeatedly
called for Choi to instruct the
presidential security service to
comply with the execution of
the detention warrant against
Yoon. Choi hasn’t comment-
ed. Yoon’s lawyers argued the
detention and search war-
rants against the president
cannot be enforced at his res-
idence due to a law that pro-
tects locations potentially

linked to military secrets from
search without the consent of
the person in charge — which
would be Yoon. They also
argue the anti-corruption
office lacks the legal authori-
ty to investigate rebellion
charges and delegate police to
detain Yoon.
Yoon’s lawyers on Monday
filed complaints with public
prosecutors against Oh and six
other anti-corruption and
police officers over Friday’s
detention attempt, which they
claim was illegal. The lawyers
also filed complaints against
the country’s acting national
police chief, the acting defense
minister and two Seoul police
officials for ignoring the pres-
idential security service’s
request to provide additional
forces to block Yoon’s deten-
tion attempt.

PTI n WASHINGTON

Nearly 44 years after Jimmy
Carter left the nation’s capital in

humbling defeat, the 39th president
returns to Washington for three days
of state funeral rites starting on
Tuesday.
Carter’s remains, which have been
lying in repose at the Carter
Presidential Centre since Saturday,
will leave the Atlanta campus
Tuesday morning, accompanied by
his children and extended family. 
Special Air Mission 39 will depart
Dobbins Air Reserve Base north of
Atlanta and arrive at Joint Base
Andrews in Maryland, with a
motorcade into Washington and the
Capitol, where members of
Congress will pay their respects at
an afternoon service.
Carter, who died December 29 at the
age of 100, will then lie in state
Tuesday night and again
Wednesday. He then receives a state

funeral Thursday at Washington
National Cathedral. President Joe
Biden will deliver a eulogy.
There will be the familiar rituals that
follow a president’s death — the Air
Force ride back to the Beltway, a
military honour guard carrying a
flag-draped casket up the Capitol
steps, the Lincoln catafalque in the
Rotunda. There also will be symbol-
ism unique to Carter: His hearse will
stop at the US Navy Memorial,
where his remains will be trans-
ferred to a horse-drawn caisson for
rest of his trip to the Capitol. 
The location nods to Carter’s place
as the lone US Naval Academy grad-
uate to become commander in
chief.
All of the pomp will carry some
irony for the Democrat who went
from his family peanut warehouse
to the Governor’s Mansion and
eventually the White House. Carter
won the presidency as the smiling
Baptist and technocratic engineer

who promised to change the ways
of Washington — and eschewed
many of those unwritten rules ways
when he got there.
“Jimmy Carter was always an out-
sider,” said biographer Jonathan
Alter, explaining how Carter capi-
talised on the fallout of the Vietnam
War and Watergate scandal that top-
pled Richard Nixon. “The country
was thirsting for moral renewal and
for Carter, as this genuinely religious
figure, to come in and clean things
up.”
From 1977 to 1981, Carter was the
city’s highest-ranking resident. But
he never mastered it.
“He could be prickly and a not very
appealing personality” in a town that
thrives on relationships, Alter said,
describing a president who strug-
gled with schmoozing lawmakers
and reporters.
The gatekeepers of Washington
society never embraced Jimmy and
Rosalynn Carter, either, not quite

knowing what to make of the small-
town Southerners who carried their
own luggage and bought their
clothes off the rack.
Carter sold what had been the
presidential yacht, a perk his prede-
cessors had used to wine and dine
Capitol power players.
Early in Carter’s presidency,
Washington Post society columnist

Sally Quinn tagged the Carters and
their West Wing as “an alien tribe,”
incapable of “playing the game.’” An
elite Georgetown hostess herself,
Quinn nodded to Washington’s
“frivolity” but nonetheless mocked
“the Carter people” as “not, in fact,
comfortable in limousines, yachts,
or in elegant salons, in black tie” or
with “place cards, servants, six
courses, different forks, three wines
... and after-dinner mingling.”
He endured a rocky four years that
left him without enough friends in
the town’s power circles and, ulti-
mately, across an electorate that
delivered nearly 500 Electoral
College votes to Ronald Reagan in
the 1980 election.
Long after leaving office, Carter still
bemoaned a political cartoon pub-
lished around his inauguration that
depicted his family approaching
the White House with his mother,
“Miss Lillian,” chewing on a hayseed.
Carter often flouted the ceremoni-

al trappings that have been on dis-
play in Georgia and will continue in
Washington.
As president, he wanted to keep the
Marine Band from playing “Hail to
the Chief,” thinking it elevated the
president too much. His advisers
convinced him to accept it as part
of the job. And the song played
Saturday as he arrived at his presi-
dential centre after a motorcade
through his hometown of Plains and
past his boyhood farm.
He also never used his full name,
James Earl Carter Jr, even taking the
oath of office. His full name was
printed on memorial cards given to
all mourners who paid their respects
in Atlanta.
He once addressed the nation from
the White House residence wearing
a cardigan, now on display at his
museum and library. His remains
now at rest in a wooden casket being
carried and guarded by military
pallbearers in their impeccable dress

uniforms.
“He was a simple man in so many
ways,” said Brad Webb, an Army vet-
eran who came to honour the for-
mer president at his library, which
is on the same campus as The Carter
Centre, where the former president
and first lady based their decades of
advocacy for democracy, public
health and human rights in the
developing world.
“He was also a complicated man,
who took his defeat and did so much
good in the world,” said Webb, who
voted for Republican Gerald Ford in
1976 and Reagan in 1980. “And,
looking back, some of the things in
his presidency — the inflation, the
Iran hostages, the energy crisis —
were really things that no president
can actually control. We get to look
back with some perspective and
understand that he was an excellent
former president but also had a pres-
idency we can appreciate more
than we did as it was happening.”

Jimmy Carter to be honoured in Washington, city where he remained outsider

Trump renews
offer of making 
Canada 51st 
state of US
PTI n WASHINGTON

Hours after the resignation of
Canadian Prime Minister

Justin Trudeau, US President-
elect Donald Trump on Monday
renewed his offer of making
Canada the 51st state of the
United States. Trudeau, 53,
announced to resign Monday as
he was forced by his ruling
Liberal Party amidst his growing
unpopularity. General elections
are scheduled this year. The
Canadian prime minister said
that he would stay on as prime
minister till the party elected a
new leader. Trump, 78, who
never had a good relationship
with Trudeau even during his
first term from 2017-2021, has
been floating the idea of making
Canada the 51st state of the
United States ever since he met
Trudeau after his November 5
electoral victory in Mar-a-Lago.
Thereafter, he has been mention-
ing this on his social media
posts several times.
“Many people in Canada LOVE
being the 51st State. The United
States can no longer suffer the
massive Trade Deficits and
Subsidies that Canada needs to
stay afloat. Justin Trudeau knew
this, and resigned,” Trump said
on Truth Social.
“If Canada merged with the US,
there would be no Tariffs, taxes
would go way down, and they
would be TOTALLY SECURE
from the threat of the Russian
and Chinese Ships that are con-
stantly surrounding them.
Together, what a great Nation it
would be!!!” said the president-
elect after the resignation of
Trudeau on Monday.
There has not been much reac-
tion to Trump’s proposal from the
Canadian side. Trump has threat-
ened to impose 25 per cent tar-
iffs on Canadian imports if
Toronto is not able top stop the
flow of illicit drugs and illegal
migrants from its southern bor-
der with the US. In some of the
posts, Trump even mocked
Trudeau as “Governor of the
Great State of Canada”. Camels walk through snow during El Museo del Barrio’s 47th annual Three Kings Day parade on Monday, in New York. AP/PTI

PTI n SEATTLE / NEW YORK

In a significant development,
a Seattle police officer who

killed Indian student Jaahnavi
Kandula in January 2023 when
the patrol vehicle he was dri-
ving struck her, has been fired
from the police department,
officials said.
Kandula, 23, from Andhra
Pradesh, was struck by a police
vehicle driven by Officer Kevin
Dave when she was crossing a
street in Seattle on January 23,
2023. He was driving 74 mph
(more than 119 km/h) on the
way to a report of a drug over-
dose call.
Kandula was thrown 100 feet
when she was struck by the
speeding police patrol vehicle.
According to a report in The
Seattle Times on Monday,
Interim Seattle Police Chief Sue
Rahr said that she had fired
Dave from the Seattle Police
Department.
The report, citing an email sent
by Rahr to employees, said she
fired Dave on Monday after the
Seattle Office of Police
Accountability found he had
violated four department poli-
cies.
“I believe the officer did not
intend to hurt anyone that
night and that he was trying to
get to a possible overdose vic-

tim as quickly as possible,”
Rahr said.
“However, I cannot accept the
tragic consequences of his dan-
gerous driving. His positive
intent does not mitigate the
poor decision that caused the
loss of human life and brought
discredit to the Seattle Police
Department,” according to the
Seattle Times report.
It added that the policies Dave
failed to follow “include using
emergency lights for an emer-
gency response and being
responsible for safely operating
a patrol vehicle”, according to
the copy of Rahr’s email.
The development comes
months after another Seattle
police officer Daniel Auderer
was fired following his insen-
sitive comments and laughter
after Kandula’s death.
The Consulate General of India
in Seattle had been working
consistently with authorities
and law enforcement officials
to ensure justice in the case,
with Auderer’s firing and now
the action against Dave bring-

ing a sense of closure and jus-
tice for Kandula’s family.
The Consulate had been in reg-
ular touch with Kandula’s fam-
ily representatives and had said
that it would continue to
extend all possible support in
ensuring justice for Jaahnavi
and her family.
In a February 2024 post on X,
the Indian Consulate in Seattle
said that “On the recently
released investigation report of
the King County Prosecution
Attorney on the unfortunate
death of Jaahnavi Kandula,
Consulate has been in regular
touch with the designated fam-
ily representatives and will
continue to extend all possible
support in ensuring justice for
Kandula and her family.
“We have also raised the mat-
ter strongly with local author-
ities, including Seattle Police for
appropriate redress. The case
has now been referred to the
Seattle City Attorney’s office for
review. We await completion of
Seattle Police’s administrative
investigation and will continue
to monitor progress on the
case.”
Rahr was appointed as interim
chief in May 2024 and in July
last year, she had announced
Auderer’s firing. However, deci-
sion about Dave’s action came
in only now. 

Seattle police officer who fatally 
struck Jaahnavi Kandula sacked

Planned trip to Kyiv 
by Trump’s Ukraine 
envoy unlikely
PTI n KYIV

An upcoming trip to Kyiv by US President-elect
Donald Trump’s special envoy for Ukraine and

Russia has been cancelled but will be rescheduled,
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said
Tuesday. The planned meetings between Keith
Kellogg, a highly decorated retired three-star gen-
eral who has long been Trump’s top adviser on
defence issues, and Ukrainian officials are “extreme-
ly important,” Sybiha told reporters in the Ukrainian
capital.  
“I am confident that this meeting will take place
in its own time,” he said during a news conference
with his visiting Icelandic counterpart. “We are in
contact to clearly define the timeline for its organ-
isation and to ensure that the meeting is as mean-
ingful as possible.”
Trump’s arrival in the White House on January 20
injects another measure of uncertainty into how
the almost 3-year-old war might unfold and
whether it can end in the foreseeable future.
Ukraine, up against a larger enemy, Russia, relies
on Western — and especially US — military back-
ing to keep fighting. But Trump has criticised the
billions of dollars the Biden administration has spent
on Ukraine. He has also said he could end the war
in 24 hours, though he hasn’t elaborated on how
he might do that. Ukrainian officials are eager to
sway Trump on sticking with Ukraine. President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has praised Trump’s
“strength” and said the American president’s
“unpredictability” could work in Ukraine’s favour.
Ukrainians have expressed hope tinged with prag-
matism about Trump’s election victory last
November. The war is draining the resources of
both sides, though military analysts say the con-
flict is less sustainable for smaller Ukraine, and the
war’s recent trajectory has not been in its favour.

Singapore passes law to
protect scam victims
PTI n SINGAPORE

Singapore on Tuesday passed a new
law providing the police with pow-

ers to order banks to restrict the bank-
ing transactions of potential scam vic-
tims.
The Protection from Scams Bill comes
as scams remain a “grave concern” in
Singapore, said Minister
of State for Home
Affairs and Social and
Family Development
Sun Xueling as she
tabled the Bill for a sec-
ond reading in
Parliament.
“This Bill, passed unan-
imously, allows the
police to act decisively and close a gap
in our arsenal against scammers,”
Channel News Asia quoted the minis-
ter as saying in the House.
The Bill will allow specified officers,
including those from the police and
Commercial Affairs Department, to
issue restriction orders to banks if
there is reasonable belief that account
holders will be making transfers to
scammers. These restriction orders
will suspend money transfers, the use
of ATM facilities and all credit facilities,
although individuals will still be provid-
ed access to their monies for daily liv-
ing expenses. “The intent is to buy the
police more time to engage and con-
vince the individual that he is being
scammed, including through enlisting
the help of his family members,” Sun

told the House.
She added that the restriction orders
would involve the seven Domestic
Systemically Important Banks (DSIBs)
- DBS, OCBC, UOB, Citibank, HSBC,
Maybank and Standard Chartered Bank
— which account for the vast majority
of consumer bank accounts in
Singapore.

The orders can also be
issued to non-DSIB
banks if there is reason
to believe that victims
will make transfers to
scammers.
Sun said the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA)
is “mindful of the need
to strike a balance

between protecting an individual from
further harm and not unduly inconve-
niencing him”.
Several safeguards are in place, such as
requiring restriction orders be issued
only “as a last resort if all other efforts
to convince the individual have failed”.
Individuals can also appeal to the
Commissioner of Police against the
restriction orders - a process that MHA
will ensure is expeditious, Sun added.
The Bill will limit the duration of a
restriction order to “a maximum of 30
days at the outset”. Each order may be
extended up to five times if the officer
deems it necessary.
After five extensions, the restriction
order “must lapse … even if the victim
is still at risk of transferring more
money to the scammer,” said Sun.

China shuts down 
Mt Everest scenic 
area after quake
PTI n BEIJING

China has closed for tourists
the scenic areas of its side

of Mt Everest, also known as
Mount Qomolangma, follow-
ing a 6.8-magnitude earth-
quake that jolted Dingri
County in the Tibet
Autonomous Region on
Tuesday.
Dingri is home to the base
camp of the world’s highest
peak. 
According to local authorities,
the staff and tourists were in
safe condition after the quake,
which hit the region at 9:05 am
Tuesday (Beijing Time).
The hotel buildings and sur-
rounding areas in the scenic
area have remained intact,
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported, citing the Dingri
Culture and Tourism Bureau.
However, the Qomolangma
Station for Atmospheric and
Environmental Research of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences,
located in Dingri, is experienc-
ing a power outage. Despite
this, the facilities have
remained in good condition.
Located at the China-Nepal
border, Mount Qomolangma
reaches an altitude of more
than 8,840 metres, with its
northern section located in
Tibet referred to as Xizang by
China.

Biden ‘doing everything possible’ to 
make transition difficult: Trump
PTI n WASHINGTON

US President-elect Donald
Trump has accused Joe

Biden of making the presiden-
tial transition difficult, citing
recent executive orders on cli-
mate and other official acts
being taken by him in his last
weeks as president.
Trump, 78, is slated to be sworn
in as the 47th President of the
United States on January 20. He
replaces Biden as the new occu-
pant of the White House, the
official residence of the US
President.
“Biden is doing everything pos-
sible to make the TRANSI-
TION as difficult as possible,
from Lawfare such as has never
been seen before, to costly and
ridiculous Executive Orders on
the Green New Scam and other
money wasting Hoaxes,” Trump
said in a post on Truth Social.
“Fear not, these “Orders” will all
be terminated shortly, and we
will become a Nation of

Common Sense and Strength.
MAGA!!!” said the president-
elect.
Trump issued the statement
shortly before Congress certified
his victory in the Electoral
College — and after Biden, 82,
banned drilling for oil and nat-
ural gas off most of America’s
coastline, with the total area
covered by the order greater
than the land of Alaska and
Texas combined. 
Biden announced earlier
Monday he would block new
drilling off the entire East Coast,
as well as California, Oregon
and Washington state, and block
some drilling off Alaska’s coast
in portions of the Northern
Bering Sea and in the eastern
Gulf of Mexico.
Biden made the move just two
weeks before Trump, who has
promised to promote domestic
energy production, is sworn in.
Trump vowed to undo Biden’s
recent executive orders, though
it’s unclear if he would be able

to reverse the decision to block
oil drilling, considering he was
blocked in 2019 when he tried
to reinstate drilling in areas
blocked off by former President
Barack Obama.
Despite Trump’s assertion that
Biden’s White House has not
been helpful during the transi-
tion, his incoming chief of staff
Susie Wiles has said otherwise.
She told in an interview pub-
lished Monday the White House
has been helpful during the
transition process. 
“White House chief of staff Jeff
Zients has been very helpful. He
has made great suggestions,
helped make sure we stay on
time with required functions,
helped us navigate the labyrinth
that is the Executive Office of
the President, and been very
professional,” she said.
“He introduced me to the ‘for-
mer chief of staff club’ and even
hosted a dinner (for Wiles and
the former chiefs) at his beau-
tiful home,” Wiles added.

Trump Jr arrives 
in Greenland
PTI n NUUK (GREENLAND)

The eldest son of US President-
elect Donald Trump arrived

in Greenland on Tuesday for a
private visit that has heightened
speculation that the incoming US
administration could seek to
take control of the Danish terri-
tory. The Danish state broadcast-
er reported that Donald Trump
Jr’s plane landed in Nuuk, the
capital of the vast and icy terri-
tory. Greenland’s government
said Trump Jr’s visit would take
place “as a private individual” and
not as an official visit and that
Greenlandic representatives
would not meet with him.
Mininguaq Kleist, permanent
secretary for the Greenland for-
eign affairs department, said that
authorities were informed that
Trump Jr would stay for about 4
to 5 hours.
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In this photo released by Russian Orthodox Church Press Service, Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill (left) and Russian
President Vladimir Putin speak after the Christmas service in the Christ The Saviour Cathedral in Moscow, on Tuesday. AP/PTI

Over 22,000 bureaucrats in Pakistan possess dual nationality: Report
PTI n ISLAMABAD

In a surprising development, a
National Assembly (NA) panel

was informed that over 22,000
bureaucrats in Pakistan possess
dual nationality, raising con-
cerns about national security.
As the NA’s standing committee
on Interior met on Monday with
Raja Khurram Nawaz in the
chair, members sounded alarm

over the practice and called for
stringent measures to restrict
the practice, especially for
bureaucrats, judges and members
of the parliamentarians, accord-
ing to The Express Tribune
newspaper. The meeting was
deliberating on the proposed
legislation that would grant
Pakistani passports to citizens of
countries with which Islamabad
has dual nationality agreements.

During the meeting, it was also
revealed that 22,000 bureaucrats
hold dual citizenship.
Committee member Abdul
Qadir Patel expressed surprise
that while members of the
National Assembly and judges
were prohibited from holding
dual citizenship, bureaucrats were
not. He proposed that the bill
should include a provision to
ensure that individuals with dual

nationality should not be
appointed as bureaucrats.
Patel also challenged the argu-
ment that politicians are not
given dual citizenship due to the
need to safeguard state secrets.
Agha Rafiullah of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) demanded
detailed statistics on Pakistani cit-
izens holding dual nationality,
including how many have
renounced their foreign citizen-

ship and whether NADRA, the
official registration body, pos-
sessed data on which countries
these individuals were affiliated
with. The committee member
also raised concerns about the
relaxation of dual nationality
rules, citing the example of the
chairman of NAB (National
Accountability Bureau), the top
anti-corruption body, reported
the paper. 

First bird flu death
reported in US
PTI n NEW YORK

The first US bird flu death has
been reported — a person in

Louisiana who had been hospi-
talised with severe respiratory
symptoms. Louisiana health
officials announced the death on
Monday. 
Health officials have said the
person was older than 65, had
underlying medical problems
and had been in contact with
sick and dead birds in a back-
yard flock. They also said a
genetic analysis had suggested
the bird flu virus had mutated
inside the patient, which could
have led to the more severe ill-
ness. They have disclosed few
other details about the person.
Since March, 66 confirmed
bird flu infections have been

reported in the US, but previ-
ous illnesses have been mild
and most have been detected
among farmworkers exposed to
sick poultry or dairy cows. In
two cases — and adult in
Missouri and a child in
California — health officials
have not determined how they
caught it. The origin of the
Louisiana person’s infection
was not considered a mystery.
But it was the first human case
in the US linked to exposure to
backyard birds, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Louisiana offi-
cials say they are not aware of
any other cases in their state,
and US officials have said they
do not have any evidence that
the virus is spreading from per-
son to person.

Saudi Arabia presses Florida man to give
up US citizenship over critical tweets
PTI n WASHINGTON

Saudi Arabia has forced a
Florida retiree to try to

renounce his American citizen-
ship after jailing him over
social media posts critical of
the kingdom’s crown prince,
according to the man’s son.
The retiree, 74-year-old Saad
Almadi, is one of at least four
dual Saudi-American nationals
who accuse Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman’s gov-
ernment of pressuring them to
give up their US citizenship, a
US-based Middle East human
rights group said.
The alleged tactic by a key
strategic partner of the US,
which has not been previous-
ly reported, tracks with similar
efforts to silence even mild crit-
icism, including the threat of
imprisonment and exit bans
like the one that has kept
Almadi from returning to the
US after being released from
more than a year in a Saudi
prison.
“There are Saudi princes that
come to the US for routine
medical checkups, so why can’t
an American citizen return
home for his health?” Ibrahim
Almadi said of his father.
“It’s all because we don’t want
to upset our ally’s feelings,” he
said in an interview from
Washington. “If this were
Russia, Iran or North Korea, he
would’ve been declared wrong-
fully detained months ago.”
The Saudi Embassy in
Washington acknowledged
receiving a request for com-
ment on the allegations but did
not otherwise respond. The
Saudi government doesn’t rec-
ognize dual citizenship. It reg-
ularly rejects criticism of its
actions, saying they are part of
a multiyear crackdown on cor-

ruption, terrorism and other
security threats.
The plight of the elder Almadi
and others could complicate US
efforts to turn the page on ten-
sions arising from the 2018
killing of Washington Post
columnist Jamal Khashoggi. 
President Joe Biden in his 2020
campaign vowed to make pari-
ahs out of Saudi royals after US
intelligence officials concluded
that the crown prince autho-
rized the killing of the US-
based journalist inside the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul.
The prince has denied any
involvement.
But once in office and con-
fronted with a spike in gas
prices that did lasting damage
to support for Democrats,
Biden softened his criticism.
During a visit to Saudi Arabia
in 2022, the president had an
awkward fist bump with Prince
Mohammed.
Saudi-US relations are expect-
ed to warm further under
President-elect Donald Trump,
whose real estate empire and
family have extensive business
dealings with the world’s top oil
exporter.
A retired project manager who
immigrated to the US in the
1970s, Almadi was arrested in
Saudi Arabia in 2021, when he
arrived on a planned two-
week visit to see family. Saudi
officials confronted him with
tweets he had posted over the
past several years in the US,
including one about
Khashoggi’s killing and anoth-
er on the crown prince’s con-
solidation of power.
Almadi was quickly sentenced
to more than 19 years in prison
on terrorism-related charges
stemming from the tweets.
Saudi Arabia freed him after
more than a year but imposed

an exit ban that keeps him from
returning to his home in Boca
Raton, near Miami.
For months after his release,
Almadi received menacing
phone calls from men his son
alleges were agents of the feared
intelligence police, whose job it
is to root out threats to the
kingdom’s rulers. Then, last
November, they summoned
Almadi to a villa in Riyadh,
where he was promised the exit
ban would be lifted if he
renounced his American citi-
zenship, his son said. 
Feeling helpless, Almadi signed
a document and followed
instructions to try to return his
American passport to the US
Embassy, his son said. 
By law, Americans seeking to
relinquish their citizenship
must follow a lengthy process,
and US officials must deem
their actions voluntary. That
had not happened in Almadi’s
case, the State Department
said, adding that he remains a
US citizen and receives con-
sular support.
“The Department will contin-
ue to advocate for Mr. Almadi
with the Saudi government
and hope he is soon able to
rejoin his family in the United
States,” the agency spokes-
woman said.
Abdullah Alaoudh, a senior
director at the Middle East
Democracy Center, a
Washington-based human
rights group, said he knew of
three other dual US-Saudi cit-
izens who reported being
pushed to give up their US cit-
izenship. He said they were not
activists or vocal critics of the
Saudi government. 
Alaoudh said Almadi’s case
appeared the most egregious:
“They are kind of forcing
him.”

France marks 10 years
since deadly Charlie
Hebdo attacks
PTI n PARIS

Adecade after gunmen
stormed the offices of satir-

ical newspaper Charlie Hebdo
in a deadly assault that shook
France to its core, the nation is
pausing Tuesday to honour
the victims and grapple with
the evolving challenges of free
expression and terrorism.
President Emmanuel Macron
and Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo
are leading solemn tributes at
the site of the attack, where 12
people, including some of
France’s most beloved cartoon-
ists, were killed on January 7,
2015. Among those remem-
bered was Ahmed Merabet, a
police officer who was gunned
down on the street while
defending the newspaper.
The massacre, carried out by
two brothers claiming alle-
giance to al-Qaida, marked
the start of a grim new era for
France, with a wave of extrem-
ist violence pushing the coun-
try to reassess its security pri-
orities and commitment to
free speech. Speaking on the
anniversary, Interior Minister
Bruno Retailleau painted a
stark picture of France’s current
security landscape. “France has
rearmed considerably, but the
threat is still there,” he warned
in an interview with RTL, ref-
erencing both external dangers
and a troubling rise in home-
grown radicalisation.
“The nature of the threat has
changed,” Retailleau explained.
“It is now primarily endoge-

nous — young individuals rad-
icalised through social media.
Last year alone, our services
foiled nine attacks, the highest
number since 2017.”
Retailleau cited recent attacks
at public gatherings in
Germany and New Orleans as
grim reminders of why France
must maintain a “very high
level of caution.”
The attack on Charlie Hebdo,
carried out in retaliation for the
newspaper’s irreverent carica-
tures of the Prophet
Muhammad, ignited fierce
global debates about the limits
of free expression.  In the days
that followed, millions marched
in solidarity, brandishing pens
and signs declaring, “I am
Charlie” — a rallying cry for
press freedom and defiance
against extremism.
But 10 years on, the unity of
that moment has splintered.
French commentators say
younger generations are
increasingly critical of satire
they see as divisive or insensi-
tive, particularly toward mar-
ginalised communities.
Charlie Hebdo itself remains
unapologetic. Its 10th-anniver-
sary edition features a cover
cartoon of a reader perched on
an AK-47, captioned
“Indestructible.” In an editori-
al, the magazine’s director,
Laurent Sourisseau, known as
“Riss,” defended the power of
satire. “If you want to laugh, it
means you want to live,” he
wrote.

Indonesia, Japan agree 
to resume stalled talks
AP n JAKARTA

Indonesia’s government said it
agreed with Japan on

Tuesday to resume talks on the
joint development of naval
vessels that have stalled in
recent years.
Visiting Japanese Defence
Minister Gen. Nakatani dis-
cussed ways to deepen a
defense partnership with his
Indonesian counterpart, Sjafrie
Sjamsoeddin, in a meeting
Tuesday and agreed to contin-
ue negotiations on joint devel-
opment of naval ships and
other military equipment and
on technology transfer, Defence
Ministry spokesperson Brig.
Gen. Frega Wenas said.
“In principle, both defence
ministers welcomed coopera-
tion on promoting military
equipment,” Wenas said. “Of
course, it needs to be explored

further where the joint devel-
opment would occur and
whether it would involve ships
or other defence equipment.”
Japan is unable to export fin-
ished frigates or submarines
under its current guidelines on
transfer of defence equipment
and technology, and it is
believed that joint develop-
ment is the most feasible way
to make transfers. Japanese
media said Nakatani, who
arrived in Jakarta on Sunday
for an Indonesia-Japan defence
ministerial meeting, would pre-
sent a proposal for joint devel-
opment of destroyers that
stalled in recent years.
The Japanese government is
envisioning frigates based on its
Monogami class design, in
which President Prabowo
Subianto earlier showed inter-
est when he was defence min-
ister.
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PTI n NEW DELHI

Automobile retail sales
grew 9 per cent year on

year in 2024 riding on the
back of robust demand for
two-wheelers and passenger
vehicles amid challenging
business environment,
dealers' body FADA said on
Tuesday.
Overall vehicle registrations
stood at 2,61,07,679 units last
year as compared to
2,39,28,293 units in the 2023
calendar year, recording a
growth of 9 per cent.
"Despite multiple headwinds
in CY24, including
heatwaves, elections at both
central and state levels and
uneven monsoon, the auto
retail industry remained
resilient," the Federation of
Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA)
President C S Vigneshwar
said in a statement.
In the two-wheeler segment,
improved supply, fresh
models and strong rural
demand propelled growth,
though finance constraints
and rising EV competition
continued to pose challenges,
he noted.

The passenger vehicle (PV)
segment benefited from
robust network expansion
and product launches, albeit
with margin pressures due to
higher inventory, thus
leading to a discount war
towards the second half,
Vigneshwar stated.
Commercial vehicle segment
performance was subdued
amid election-driven
uncertainty and reduced
infrastructure spending, he
noted.
PV sales stood at 40,73,843

units last year, up 5 per cent
compared to 38,73,381 units
in 2023.
Two-wheeler sales rose 11
per cent year on year to
1,89,12,959 units in 2024 as
against 1,70,72,932 units in
2023.
Three-wheeler registrations
rose 11 per cent year on year
to 12,21,909 units as against
11,05,942 units in 2023.
Tractor sales witnessed a 3
per cent year on year growth
at 8,94,112 units while
commercial vehicle sales

remained flat at 10,04,856
units in 2024.
On business outlook, FADA
noted that in the two-
wheeler segment, rising rural
incomes, fresh model
introductions and an
eventual plateau in EV
disruption could revitalise
growth after years of sluggish
demand.
The CV sector is looking for
the momentum from
infrastructure investments,
stable credit availability and
government incentives --
factors that could spark a
healthy uptick in fleet
renewals and expansions, it
said. Meanwhile, PV dealers
anticipate strong consumer
pull from new SUV launches
and feature-rich EVs amid
maturing ecosystem, FADA
noted.
However, price-sensitive
buyers and interest rate
fluctuations remain watch
points, it added.
"Overall, FADA remains
optimistic that market
recovery, coupled with
strategic OEM support and
policy-level clarity, will
enable the automotive retail
industry to end CY25 on a

robust note," it said.
In December 2024,
automobile retail sales
declined 12 per cent year on
year to 17,56,419 units.
Two-wheeler registrations
fell 18 per cent to 11,97,742
units as compared to
14,54,353 units in December
2023.
PV retail sales also dipped 2
per cent to 2,93,465 units last
month as compared to
2,99,351 units in December
2023.
PV retails declined primarily
due to high inventory levels
following the festive season
and aggressive discounting
aimed at clearing stock,
FADA noted.
Poor market sentiment,
limited new model launches
and intense price
competition among co-
dealers further impacted
sales, it added.
Overall, despite certain
headwinds, automotive
dealers remain hopeful that
steady product availability,
strategic marketing and
supportive government
measures will sustain
momentum in the near term,
it added. 

Automobile retail sales rise in 2024: FADA

PTI n MUMBAI

The rupee fell 5 paise to
settle at 85.73

(provisional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday, as higher
crude oil prices and outflow
of foreign funds continued to
weigh on the local unit.
Forex traders said the rupee
pared some of its intraday
losses as the American
currency retreated from its
elevated levels. Moreover, the
recovery in the domestic
equity market also aided
sentiments.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
85.77, touched the day's peak
of 85.65 and hit an intraday
low of 85.80 against the
greenback. The unit settled at
85.73 (provisional) against

the dollar, registering a fall of
5 paise from its previous
close.
On Monday, the rupee settled
11 paise higher at 85.68
against the dollar. During
intraday, the unit had hit the
lowest-ever level of 85.84
against the American
currency.
"We expect the rupee to trade
with a negative bias on FII
outflows and underlying
strength in the US dollar
amid expectations of no rate
cut by Fed in January.
However, any extended
recovery in the domestic
markets may support rupee at
lower levels.
"Traders may take cues from
ISM services PMI, trade
balance and JOLTS jobs data
from the US. USD-INR spot
price is expected to trade in a
range of Rs 85.50 to Rs 85.90,"
Anuj Choudhary, Research
Analyst at Mirae Asset
Sharekhan, said.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.30
per cent lower at 107.92, amid
disappointing US services
PMI and factory orders data,
while President-elect Donal
Trump dismissed rumours
over stringent trade tariffs.

Rupee falls seven
paise against USD

PNS n NEW DELHI

Lectrix delivered 114,985
meals in just 8 hours using

a fleet of Lectrix electric
vehicles, including their latest
scooter model, NDuro. This
groundbreaking initiative,
titled "1 Lakh Meals on
Lectrix Wheels," was not just
about numbers-it was a
testament to the power of
sustainable action to solve
pressing global challenges.   
In collaboration with social
purpose organizations
including Navodyam (an
SDMC Trust initiative), the
Robin Hood Army, and The
Akshay Patra Foundation,
Lectrix showcased how
technology and sustainability
can work together to solve
real-world social problems.
This event earned a
prestigious place in the Asia
Book of Records and India
Book of Records for the
highest number of meals
delivered via electric vehicles
in 8 hours.  
From 10 AM to 6 PM, the

capital city witnessed an
extraordinary operation
powered by Lectrix's
vehicles. Speaking about the
initiative, Pritesh Talwar,
President of EV Business,
Lectrix, said, "At Lectrix, we
believe innovation should
not only drive progress but
also serve humanity and the
planet. This initiative was
about more than breaking
records; it was about
demonstrating how green
technology can create
meaningful change. By
delivering over 1 Lakh meals
using electric vehicles, we

proved that sustainability
isn't just a goal-it's the future.
We tested how, in the future,
we could roll out EVs in a
pandemic or emergency
scenario and reach more
than a lakh people in just a
few hours in a sustainable
way. We invite the world to
join us in embracing this
vision for a greener and more
equitable tomorrow." 
The operation began at
Akshay Patra's four kitchens,
where thousands of meals
were prepared and
dispatched to 11 strategically
identified hubs across Delhi.

PTI n MUMBAI

Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty

rebounded on Tuesday after a
sharp decline in the previous
two sessions, driven by
intense buying in blue-chip
stocks like Reliance
Industries, ICICI Bank and
L&T amid a firm trend in
global markets.
However, a decline in IT
stocks ahead of the earnings
season and a weak rupee
against the greenback
restricted the market rally,
traders said.
The 30-share BSE benchmark
Sensex climbed 234.12 points
or 0.30 per cent to settle at
78,199.11. During the day, it
jumped 487.75 points or 0.62
per cent to 78,452.74.
The NSE Nifty gained 91.85
points or 0.39 per cent to
23,707.90.
From the 30-share blue-chip
pack, Tata Motors, Reliance
Industries, ICICI Bank, Asian
Paints, Nestle India,
UltraTech Cement, Larsen &
Toubro and Adani Ports were

among the biggest gainers.
In contrast, Zomato, HCL
Tech, Tata Consultancy
Services, Tech Mahindra,
Kotak Mahindra Bank and
Infosys were among the
losers.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, and Shanghai settled
in positive territory while
Hong Kong ended lower.
European markets were
trading with gains in mid-
session deals. US markets
ended mostly higher on
Monday.
The rupee fell 5 paise to settle
at 85.73 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Tuesday.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 2,575.06
crore on Monday, according
to exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude dipped 0.12 per cent to
USD 76.21 a barrel.

Market benchmarks rebound
after a two-day decline

Lectrix delivers over one lakh meals
on electric vehicles in just eight hours 

PTI n BENGALURU

IT major Microsoft will
invest USD 3 billion in

India for the expansion of
cloud and AI infrastructure
in the country, the
company's chairman and
CEO Satya Nadella said on
Tuesday.
There is a fantastic
momentum in India where
people are pushing for a
multi-agent kind of

deployment.
"I am really really excited to
announce the single largest
expansion we have ever
done in India by putting
USD 3 billion additional
dollars to expand our Azure
capacity," Nadella said.
He said that the company is
doing a lot of regional
expansions in India.
Nadella said that Microsoft's
mission to empower every
person and organisation in

India drives the company.
"To that end it is about being
able to ensure that the
human capital of this
country is able to continue
to scale, take advantage of
immense opportunity and
potential the technology has.
That's why we are very
excited to announce today
our commitment, which we
have always had, to train 10
million people around AI
skills by 2030," Nadella said. 

Microsoft to invest USD
three billion in India: Nadella

Tata Elxsi and CSIR-NAL partner for air mobility 

PTI n MUMBAI

Global design and
technology services

provider Tata Elxsi has inked
an initial pact with CSIR-
National Aerospace
Laboratories (CSIR-NAL) for
a strategic partnership in
advanced air mobility amid a
rapidly evolving market for
unmanned aerial vehicles and
urban air mobility globally, a
statement said on Tuesday.
The partnership combines
NAL's deep aeronautical
expertise and Tata Elxsi's
technological capabilities in
electrification, AI/ML, sensor
fusion, and certification
processes to support global
and Indian markets, it stated.
This partnership will

accelerate product
development cycles for these
sectors by providing access to
advanced testing
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,
methodologies, and expertise,
Tata Elxsi said.
The two partners, as per the
statement, will jointly focus
on technologies such as
aerodynamic design,
autonomous systems, and
secure communications to
address the unique needs of
both manned and unmanned
air mobility systems.
"We believe the future of
aerospace innovation lies in
technologies like UAVs and
UAM. This strategic
partnership with NAL
combines our strengths to
push the boundaries of

innovation and accelerate the
development of next-
generation air mobility
solutions for our customers
globally," said Manoj
Raghavan, MD & CEO at Tata
Elxsi.
Stating that India presents
significant opportunities
through initiatives like Make-
in-India, indigenisation, and
the growing demand for
advanced air mobility
solutions, Tata Elxsi said the
partnership will contribute to
building a robust ecosystem of
precision manufacturing,
component suppliers, and tool
vendors.
This ecosystem aims to bring
together key stakeholders to
foster innovation, enhance
scalability, and address the
unique requirements of
advanced air mobility
systems, the company said.
"CSIR-NAL's deep expertise
in aerospace research and
testing, along with Tata Elxsi's
advanced technology and
design expertise, will help us
develop innovative, scalable,
and sustainable solutions that
will shape the future of urban
transportation," said Abhay A.

Duty cut on smartphone parts to hit electronics ecosystem: GTRI
PTI n NEW DELHI

Any reduction in the
customs duty on

smartphone parts in the
forthcoming budget will
harm India's developing
component ecosystem,
discourage investment,
increase imports, and make
local firms uncompetitive,
potentially resulting in job
losses, think tank GTRI said
on Tuesday.
India's smartphone industry
is a 'Make in India' success
story, with 2023-24
production reaching USD
49.2 billion and exports at
USD 15.6 billion, making
smartphones the fourth-
largest export after diesel,
aviation fuel, and polished
diamonds.
However, a few industry
groups are pushing for further
import tariff cuts on
smartphone components in
the Union Budget for FY26.
The Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) warns that
this could harm India's
growing local manufacturing
ecosystem and long-term
ambitions in electronics.
"Instead of cutting tariffs,
GTRI recommends setting up
component hubs near ports to
reduce import delays and
warehousing costs. This

approach, used by countries
like Vietnam and China,
would support local
manufacturing and reduce
import dependency," the
think tank's founder Ajay
Srivastava said.
Highlighting six key risks of
reducing tariffs, he said any
reduction would harm India's
developing component
ecosystem, discourage
investment, and hurt the goal
of self-reliance; and would
not help pushing exports as
current export schemes
already allow duty-free
imports for manufacturing
exports.
He added that the country's
success in smartphone
manufacturing stems from
policies promoting local
production through tariffs,
incentives, and phased
programmes and cutting
tariffs could weaken this
framework.
"Lower tariffs could
encourage unsustainable
assembly-based operations, as
seen in past policy failures.
Besides, the mid- and low-
end segments depend on local
components and provide
employment. Duty cuts
would make local firms
uncompetitive, resulting in
job losses," he added.
He also said that the

electronics imports have risen
significantly, and further
tariff cuts would worsen this
trend, increasing India's
reliance on foreign suppliers.
Tariffs were already reduced
from 15 per cent to 10 per
cent last year.
Explaining further, the GTRI
said that out of USD 49.2
billion worth of production of
smartphones last fiscal,
premium phones account for
about 20 per cent of
production, mid-range 30 per

cent, and low-end 50 per cent.
"Local components are used
in 70 per cent of low-end
phones, 50 per cent of mid-
range phones, and only 5-30
per cent of premium phones.
The rising use of local parts is
driven by India's production
of key components for mid-
and low-end phones like
printed circuit boards (PCBs),
display modules, camera
modules, battery packs, smart
phone chargers and adapters,
wiring harnesses,

microphones and speakers,
SIM card holders, and USB
connectors," it said.
However, the ecosystem is
still developing and needs
protection, and reducing
import tariffs would allow
duty-free imports, making it
harder for local firms to
compete and would force
them to shut down, it said.
"This would discourage
further investment in local
manufacturing and undo the
progress made under the
Phased Manufacturing
Programme (PMP). 
It would harm not just the
smartphone industry but the
entire electronics sector,
jeopardizing India's goal of
becoming self-reliant in
electronics production," it
said.
It added that the mid-range
and low-end smartphone
segments, which heavily rely
on locally produced
components, provide
significant employment
opportunities.
"If import duties are reduced,
local firms will struggle to
compete with duty-free
imports, leading to job losses.
In contrast, countries like
South Korea, Japan, and
Taiwan have focused on
developing specialised local
ecosystems for high-value

components, which has
helped them sustain their
electronics industries and
create long-term jobs," it said.
On imports, the GTRI said
that India's electronics
component imports are
rising. It rose from USD 15.8
billion in FY19 to USD 34.4
billion in FY24.
Cutting tariffs further will
increase this dependence on
foreign suppliers, making
India vulnerable to global
supply chain disruption.
(Multi Modal international
Cargo Hub and Airport at
Nagpur), cancelling the
award of contract to GMR
Airports, had said the
impugned judgment was
based on sound reasoning
and true analysis of facts and
did not warrant interference.
"We are of the considered
opinion that the findings
recorded by the High Court
allowing the writ petition are
in accordance with law. 
Those findings do not suffer
from any illegality,
warranting interference by
this court in exercise of the
power under Article 136 of
the Constitution.  All these
appeals are hereby
dismissed," a bench of
Justices Vineet Saran, since
retired, and J K Maheshwari
had said on May 9, 2022.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The government has laid
out a procedure for export

of certified organic products,
requiring mandatory
certification under the
National Programme for
Organic Production (NPOP)
for such shipments, according
to a public notice.
The Directorate General Of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) in a
public notice said that a
product will be allowed to be

exported as "organic product"
only when accompanied by a
Transaction Certificate (TC)
issued by a certification body
accredited by the National
Accreditation Body for such
items under the NPOP of the
Department of Commerce.
India has fixed a target of USD
2 billion exports for organic
food products by 2030.
It added that exports of these
goods shall only be certified as
such if produced, processed,
packed and labelled as per the

standards laid down in the
NPOP.
"Procedure for export of
certified organic products has
been notified," it added.
The revised edition of the
NPOP will come into force
with effect from 180 days
from January 5.
The commerce ministry's arm
APEDA (Agricultural and
Processed Food Products
Export Development
Authority) has revised the
NPOP's regulations to make it

more farmer-friendly and
help India push exports of
organic food products.
The National Programme for
Organic Production (NPOP)
provides standards for
organic production and
procedure for accreditation of
certification bodies.
The standards and procedures
have been formulated in
harmony with other
international standards
regulating the import and
export of organic products.

During April-November this
fiscal, these exports rose by
about 40 per cent to USD 456
million. It was USD 495
million in 2023-24.
To promote Indian organic
goods in the global markets,
he said, APEDA is facilitating
the participation of a number
of companies in 'BioFach',
which is the largest organic
food trade fair in
Nuremberg, Germany. The
four-day fair will start from
February 11.

Government notifies procedure for export of certified organic products
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AP n RIYADH

It took exactly one week on
the job for Sergio
Conceicao to earn his first

trophy as AC Milan's coach
— with two comeback wins
no less.
Milan came back from two
goals down to beat city rival
Inter Milan 3-2 and win the
Italian Super Cup on
Monday.
Rafael Leao came off the
bench and played a part in all
three of Milan's goals from
Theo Hernandez, Christian
Pulisic and Tammy
Abraham.
Conceicao was hired to
replace the fired Paulo
Fonseca last Monday and
also led the Rossoneri to a
comeback win over Juventus
in the semifinals.
So what changed with
Conceicao?
“We played with confidence,
courage and hunger,”
Abraham said. “We're a

strong team.”
Added Pulisic, “He told us we
need to have more hunger
and that that's more
important than tactics.”
After the semifinals,
Conceicao was asked if he
embraced his players.
“I'm not so nice and I'm not
someone who hugs,” he said.
“I'm not here to make
friends. I'm here to win.”
But after the final, Conceicao
was seen dancing with his
players and smoking a cigar
in the changing room.
It was Milan's first trophy
since winning Serie A in
2022; and eighth Super Cup
title but first since 2016.
Lautaro Martinez and Mehdi
Taremi put Inter ahead with
goals on either side of
halftime.
Leao then earned a foul that
resulted in a free kick which
Hernandez curled in around
Inter's wall.
Then Pulisic finished off a
counterattack by shooting

through Augusto's legs on a
play that began with Leao.
For the third goal, Leao
provided a through ball for
Pulisic, who crossed to
Abraham, who tapped into
an empty net in stoppage
time. The final was moments
away from going to a penalty
shootout, since there was not
going to be any extra time
according to the competition
rules.
“It's also our fault that
Fonseca was fired,” said
Hernandez, who like Leao
often clashed with Fonseca.
“We didn't have much time
to work together (with
Conceicao) but it's gone well
in that short span.”
It was the fifth time in the
last seven years that the
competition was played in
Saudi Arabia, and the second
year of an expanded four-
team format.
A throw-in led to Inter's
opener as Taremi fed the ball
inside the area to Lautaro,

who cut back before shooting
through Hernandez's legs on
Inter's only real chance of the
half.
Taremi, who was playing in
place of the injured Marcus
Thuram, finished off a
counterattack right after the
break.
Milan plays its first Serie A
match under Conceicao
against Cagliari on Saturday.
The Rossoneri are in eighth
place with only seven wins in
17 matches but will return to
league action with much
more confidence.
Inter lost for only the third
time this season across all
competitions, and for the
second time to Milan, which
won the Serie A derby 2-1 in
September. The Nerazzurri's
other loss was to Bayer
Leverkusen in the
Champions League.
“Inter stopped playing when
it was 2-0,” Lautaro said.
“You pay for that in games
like these.

PTI n CHANDIGARH

Olympic gold and silver
medallist Neeraj Chopra

will headline a star-studded
global javelin competition
which India will host most
likely in September, the
Athletics Federation of India
(AFI) announced on Tuesday.
This event is in addition to a
slew of competitions India has
expressed its interest to host,
including the marquee 2029
World Championships.
Outgoing AFI president Adille
Sumariwalla confirmed that
India has expressed interest to
host the 2029 World
Championships, as well as the
2027 World Relays. The AFI
has already submitted its
expression of interest to host
the 2028 World Junior
Championships when the
international body chief
Sebastian Coe visited the
country in November last.
“There will be a top javelin
competition in India in which
the top-10 javelin throwers in
the world will compete. This
will be an invitation
tournament to be held later

this year,” Sumariwalla, whose
12-year tenure as AFI chief
ended on Tuesday, said on the
first day of the AFI Annual
General Meeting (AGM).
“Neeraj Chopra will be there.
He is part of the team that is
organising the event, along
with JSW, a foreign firm and
the AFI are together creating
this competition. This is being
done as there is so much
interest in javelin with August
7 -- when Chopra won the
Tokyo Olympics gold -- being
observed as National Javelin
Day.”
Sumariwalla later told PTI that
the event is most likely to be
held in September.

Just before the start of the
AGM, 2002 Asian Games shot
put gold medallist Bahadur
Singh Sagoo was elected
unopposed as the new AFI
chief.
Talking about the big global
events India is hoping to host
in the next four years,
Sumariwalla said, “Bids are
open at the moment for (2028)
World Junior Championships,
2029 World Championships,
World Relays (2027) and India
is going to bid for all of them.
We have put in our expression
of interest and so the process
has started.”
“We might also do a World
Half Marathon,” he said.

AP n MELBOURNE

Novak Djokovic said he still
feels “a bit of trauma”

when he travels to Australia,
stemming from his
deportation in 2022 because
he was not vaccinated against
COVID-19.
“The last couple of times that I
landed in Australia, to go
through passport control and
immigration, I had a bit of
trauma from three years ago,”
Djokovic said in an interview
with Melbourne's Herald Sun
newspaper published Monday,
ahead of the Australian Open.
“And some traces still stay
there when I'm passing
passport control, just checking
out if someone from
immigration zone is
approaching.”
Djokovic, who has won 10 of
his 24 Grand Slam
championships at Melbourne
Park, continued: “The person
checking my passport — are
they going to take me, detain
me again or let me go? I must

admit I have that feeling.”
Back in 2022, Djokovic
sought, and initially obtained,
an exemption that would allow
him into the Australian Open
— and the country — even
though there were strict rules
requiring shots to protect
against the coronavirus. But
after his flight landed, he was
detained at the airport, his visa
was canceled and he was sent
to an immigration hotel.
A judge later reinstated the
visa and ordered Djokovic's

release, ruling he wasn't given
enough time to speak to his
lawyers. Australia's
immigration minister then
took away the visa again, based
on “public interest.” Djokovic's
appeal of that ruling was
denied by a three-judge panel,
and he was deported.
He faced a possible three-year
ban from the country as
someone whose visa was
revoked, but Australia had a
change of government, its
pandemic border rules

changed and a new
immigration minister granted
Djokovic a visa in 2023 —
when he went on to claim the
trophy.
“I don't hold any resentment,
to be honest,” Djokovic told
the Herald Sun about the saga.
“I don't hold a grudge.”
The Australian Open begins
Sunday (Saturday EST), and
Djokovic will be pursuing his
11th trophy in Melbourne to
add to his men's record and an
unprecedented 25th major
singles title overall.
A year ago, Djokovic lost in
the semifinals to eventual
champion Jannik Sinner.
“I just hope to, before I retire,
get at least one more title
there,” said the 37-year-old
Djokovic, whose only triumph
at a tournament in 2024 was
his singles gold medal for
Serbia at the Paris Olympics in
August.
Djokovic opened 2025 at the
Brisbane International last
week, losing in the
quarterfinals to Reilly Opelka.

AP n CHICAGO

Former Aston Villa
forward Indiana Vassilev

was picked Monday for a U.S.
Training camp ahead of
friendlies against Venezuela
and Costa Rica and is among
10 players who could make
their national team debuts.
Vassilev made his first Aston
Villa appearance on Jan. 4,
2020, against Fulham in the
FA Cup and his Premier
League debut 14 days later
against Brighton. At 18 years,
11 months, 2 days, he became
the second-youngest
American to appear in the
Premier League behind
Jonathan Spector, who was
18 years, 5 months, 27 days
in 2004.
Defender Walker
Zimmerman and Jesús
Ferreira, who haven't played

for the U.S. Since 2023, also
are on coach Mauricio
Pochettino's 24-man roster
along with goalkeeper Zack
Steffen, who last appeared for
the national team in March
2022.
Other veterans include 37-
year-old defender Tim Ream,
who captained the
Americans in Pochettino's
first four games, along with
defenders Miles Robinson
and Shaq Moore.
No Europe-based players are
on the roster for the games
against Venezuela on Jan. 18
at Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
and Costa Rica four days
later at Orlando. The
matches are not on FIFA
international fixture dates.
Europe-based players will
return for the CONCACAF
Nations League semifinal
match against Panama on

March 20.
Born in Savannah, Georgia,
to parents of Bulgarian
heritage, Vassilev played at
the IMG Academy in
Bradenton, Florida, and
signed with Aston Villa in
2018. He played for the U.S.
Alongside Josh Sargent and
Tim Weah at the 2017
Under-17 World Cup.
Vassilev made four Premier
League appearances for
Aston Villa in 2019-20 but
didn't appear with Villa's first
team after that season. He
spent time on loan with
third-tier club Burton Albion
and fourth-tier club
Cheltenham Town, then was
loaned to MLS's Inter Miami
in July 2021 and was
acquired by St. Louis after
the 2022 season.
Zimmerman, 31, hasn't
played for the national team

since the CONCACAF
Nations League final against
Canada on June 18, 2023,

and Ferreira, 24, since the
CONCACAF Gold Cup
semifinal match against

Panama on July 12, 2023.
The 29-year-old Steffen was a
surprise cut from the 2022
World Cup roster by coach
Gregg Berhalter and hasn't
played for the U.S. Since the
World Cup qualifiers in
March 2022. He returned to
the roster after Pochettino
replaced Berhalter but Matt
Turner started all four
matches in October and
November.
Twenty-three players are
from MLS and the roster
includes Matko Miljevic, a
23-year-old midfielder who
is among the players who
could make debuts. Miljevic,
who spent last year with
Argentine club Newell's Old
Boys, appeared with the U.S.
Under-20 team in 2020 and
also is eligible to play for
Argentina, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and Croatia.

When Miljevic was with
Montreal, MLS announced
on Sept. 18, 2023, that his
contract was terminated “for
engaging in conduct
detrimental to the league and
violating his standard player
agreement.” MLS did not
announce any details.
In addition to Vassilev and
Miljevic, defender George
Campbell, midfielders Max
Arfsten and Emeka Eneli,
and forwards Patrick
Agyemang and Brian
Gutiérrez will be attending
their first U.S. National team
camp.
Three others who have
attended prior camps could
make debuts: goalkeepers
Drake Callender and Matt
Freese, and forward Caden
Clark.
The roster:
Goalkeepers: Drake

Callender (Miami), Matt
Freese (New York City),
Patrick Schulte (Columbus),
Zack Steffen (Colorado)
Defenders: Max Arfsten
(Columbus), George
Campbell (Montreal),
DeJuan Jones (Columbus),
Shaq Moore (Dallas), Jalen
Neal (Montreal), Tim Ream
(Charlotte), Miles Robinson
(Cincinnati), John Tolkin
(New York Red Bulls),
Walker Zimmerman
(Nashville)
Midfielders: Benjamin
Cremaschi (Miami), Emeka
Eneli (Salt Lake), Diego Luna
(Salt Lake), Jack McGlynn
(Philadelphia)
Forwards: Patrick Agyemang
(Charlotte), Caden Clark
(Montreal), Jesús Ferreira
(Dallas), Brian Gutiérrez
(Chicago), Matko Miljevic
(no club), Indiana Vassilev.

Former Aston Villa forward Vassilev on US roster ahead of friendlies against Venezuela, Costa Rica

AC Milan 3-2 win over Inter Milan in Italian Super Cup final

AP n AUCKLAND

British tennis star
Cameron Norrie

apologized and avoided
disqualification when a
racquet he tossed in the air
struck a spectator at the ATP
Tour tournament in
Auckland on Tuesday.
Auckland-born Norrie was
facing match point against
Facundo Diaz Acosta of
Argentina when he lightly
tossed his racquet into the
air. 
The racquet struck a woman
in a court-side box who was
unhurt. Norrie received a
warning from the chair
umpire and went on to lose
6-2, 6-3 in the first round of
the tournament. He reached
the final in Auckland in
2023.
“I wasn't meaning to do that
but it's still not ideal to be
doing that and I've never
done something like that,”
Norrie said. (The spectator)
“was laughing and I just said
so sorry, I didn't mean to do

that.' And she said yeah, I'm
completely OK.'
“That was not a big deal. But
as we saw with some other
players, you can easily be
defaulted if it catches them in
the wrong spot or they're not
looking or something.
“I was not meaning to do that
and it is completely not me to
do something like that. I
apologized very quickly and I
want to apologize in general.
I'm not happy with how I
behaved.”
Novak Djokovic was

disqualified from the 2020
US Open after accidentally
hitting a line judge with a ball
and at the 2023 French Open
Miyu Kato and Aldila
Sutjiadi were defaulted from
the women's doubles after a
ball hit by Kato struck a ball
girl.
Also in 2023, Australian
tennis player Marc Polmans
was defaulted from the final
round of qualifying at the
Shanghai Masters after
hitting a ball into the face of
the chair umpire.

PTI n NEW DELHI 

Over 300 athletes from
across the country will

participate in the 9th Boccia
Sub-Junior, Junior and Senior
National Championship,
scheduled to be held at the
Andhra Pradesh MedTech
Zone in Visakhapatnam from
January 8 to 14.
The championship, held
annually, provides a platform
for athletes with cerebral palsy,
muscular dystrophy, and other
locomotor disabilities to
demonstrate their skills,
resilience, and determination.
The primary goal of the
championship is to prepare
athletes for events such as the
Paralympic Games and to
amplify awareness about the
capabilities of differently-
abled individuals, said Boccia
Sports Federation of India
(BSFI) chairman Ashok Bedi.
“The event highlights India's
dedication to fostering
inclusivity in sports and
creating opportunities for
athletes with disabilities to
excel. It represents a
significant step in India's
journey as a developing nation

toward fostering equality in
sports,” Bedi said.
Boccia, a precision ball game,
has been recognised as a
Paralympic sport since 1984.
Played individually, in pairs, or
in teams, the sport requires
strategic thinking, precision,
teamwork, and discipline.
India is making significant
strides in creating platforms
for differently-abled athletes to
shine on the national and
international stage, and Boccia
has become a symbol of
empowerment, providing
opportunities to athletes to
represent the country in global
competitions like the
Paralympics.
“The sport is not just a game
but a movement that inspires
hope, resilience, and equal
opportunity for all,” Bedi said. 

Djokovic says he still feels ‘trauma’ when he
travels to Australia because of his deportation

Cameron Norrie accidentally hits spectator
with thrown racquet at Auckland ATP event

Over 300 athletes to participate
in Boccia nationals

India to host top javelin competition with Neeraj
and best in world competing later this year 

AP n GUANGZHOU

Guangzhou FC, the most
successful soccer club in

Chinese history, disbanded on
Monday due to crippling
debts.
The club, formerly known as
Guangzhou Evergrande, has
been unable to meet the
Chinese Football Association's
financial entry requirements
needed to compete in the 2025
domestic season.
“Due to heavy financial
burdens resulted from
previous seasons, the club
could not pay off all the debt
by the deadline,” Guangzhou
said in a statement. “We
express our sincere apology to
all the supporters from across
the community and we
appreciate the understanding
and forgiveness of all the fans
very much.”
After being taken over by
property developer
Evergrande in 2010, the club
started the spending spree in
China that made headlines
around the world.
Helped by players such as
Brazilian international

Paulinho and elite coaches
such as Marcello Lippi of Italy
and Brazil's Luiz Felipe Scolari,
Guangzhou won eight Chinese
Super League titles from 2011
to 2019. The team triumphed
also won the Asian
Champions League in 2013
and 2015.
Other clubs followed with
world-famous stars such as
Carlos Tevez, Nicolas Anelka,
Oscar, Didier Drogba and
others heading to China.
In 2021 however, Evergrande
reported debts of over $300
billion and, as key players left
the club due to financial issues,
it was relegated to China's

second tier in 2022.
On the same day, Chinese
Super League club Cangzhou
Mighty Lions also announced
its disbandment, as did third
tier club Hunan Billows.
“Only by setting sights on the
long term, keeping the
financial operation in a
healthy status and investing in
youth with patience should
clubs build a robust future,”
the Chinese Football
Association said in a
statement, adding that 49
teams had been deemed
financially ready to compete in
the top three tiers of the league
system in 2025.

China’s most successful club
folds under weight of debts

PTI n KUALA LUMPUR

India's women's doubles
duo of Treesa Jolly and

Gayatri Gopichand easily
overcame the challenge from
O r n n i c h a
Jongsathapornparn and
Sukitta Suwachai, beating
the Thai pair in straight
games in the opening round
of the Malaysia Super 1000
tournament here on Tuesday.
The Indian pair, seeded sixth
here, won 21-10, 21-10 in
just 30 minutes to secure a
place in the round of 16.
On a high following their
success in the Syed Modi
International Super 300
tournament in Lucknow,
Treesa and Gayatri faced
little challenge from the
unseeded Thai pair taking a
17-8 lead in no time.
The second game saw the
Thai pair go neck-and-neck
till 8-all before Treesa and
Gayatri ran away with the
game and the match.

Malaysia Open:
Treesa-Gayatri pair
makes pre-quarters
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PTI n SYDNEY

Questioning Mohammed
Shami’s injury

management, former greats
Ravi Shastri and Ricky
Ponting said the veteran
pacer could have tilted the
series in India’s favour had
he been added to the squad
in the second half of the
five-match Border-Gavaskar
series.
India’s decade-long
stranglehold on the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy ended
after they went down by six
wickets in Sydney to lose the
series 1-3.
The pacer, after recovering
from an ankle injury,
returned to action for his
home state Bengal and
impressed in all the three
formats -- Ranji Trophy,
Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 and
Vijay Hazare one-dayers --,
raising hopes of a late
inclusion.
But he was officially ruled

out before the fourth Test in
Melbourne with the BCCI
medical team citing a knee
swelling, though both
Ponting and Shastri believe
a trip to Australia and a
return late in the series
could have been pushed.
“To be honest, I was very
surprised with the
communication going on in
the media as to what exactly
happened to Mohammed
Shami,” the former Indian
head coach stated in The
ICC Review.
“Where is he when it comes
to recovery? He’s been
sitting in the NCA for I
don’t know how long. Why
can’t proper communication
come out on where he
stands? A player of his
ability, I would have brought
him to Australia.
“Absolutely, there’s no
question about that (Shami
could have tilted the series
in Melbourne or Sydney),”
Shastri added.

The 62-year-old further said
it would have been
beneficial if Shami had, at
least, travelled with the
group in Australia.
“I would have kept him part
of the team and made sure
that his rehabilitation was
done with the team,” said
Shastri.
“And then if we thought by
the third Test match that no,
this guy can’t play the rest of
the series, I would let him
go. But I would have

brought him with the team,
kept him, monitored him
with the best of the physios
and best of the advice even
from international physios
who are in Australia and
seeing how he went. But I
would have kept him in the
mix.”
Shastri believes the fast
bowler could have provided
adequate help to Jasprit
Bumrah, who too struggled
with fitness at the end of the
series and could not bowl in

the second innings of the
Sydney Test.
“It got so tight at 1-1 going
into Melbourne,” he said.
“You just needed that
experience and support. For
all you know, he might have
raised the bar as well. And it
would have been the two
guys there (Bumrah and
Shami).

“Pat Cummins
couldn’t have done it on his
own, Scotty Boland had to
step in. So you needed a
bowler of his experience.
You know, as hard as
Mohammed Siraj tried, you
needed Shami’s experience
there.”
Echoing Shastri’s views,
Australian World Cup-
winning captain Ponting
said: “I was really surprised
when he wasn’t flown out
even halfway through the
series, two Test matches in.”
“India’s make-up obviously
had Nitish Reddy there. So
you had another seam

PTI n SYDNEY

Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma’s Test future is now
in the hands of selectors,

said former India captain Sunil
Gavaskar while advocating an
honest deep-dive into the team’s
downward spiral in the last six
months. 
In an interview to PTI, Gavaskar
spoke about India’s recent
debacles, including the home
whitewash by New Zealand, the
way forward and the
responsibility on the Ajit Agarkar-
led national selection committee
to give a fair chance to those
waiting in the wings.
Asked about the raging debate
surrounding the future of
struggling stars Rohit and Kohli,
Gavaskar said, “How long they
continue is really up to the
selectors.”
“Now that India has failed to
qualify for the WTC (World Test
Championship) final, it would be
pertinent to reflect on the reasons
that (why it) happened,” he added. 

This is the first time since the
WTC’s inception that India could
not make the finals following a 1-
3 loss to Australia in the Border-
Gavaskar series that concluded on
Sunday.
That defeat also meant that the
coveted BGT was surrendered to
Australia for the first time in a
decade. The primary reason for
the debacle was the batting unit’s
failure to fire with Rohit and Kohli
proving to be the weakest link.
Kohli scored 190 runs in nine
innings including an unbeaten
century, while Rohit’s tally was a
dismal 31 from five completed
knocks.
Gavaskar didn’t mince words
while pointing out the repeated
failures of the team’s batters, who
failed to cross the 200 mark six out
of nine times during the series.
“It is clear that in the last six
months, the batting failed and that
was the main reason that we lost
matches that we should have won,”
the former captain stated.
“So, if changes are required for the
new cycle of the WTC which

starts in mid-June in England,
then hopefully the selectors will
take into account who would still
be there for the final in 2027 and
choose accordingly,” Gavaskar put
things perspective.
Time for next crop to step up
The 75-year-old former India
captain did not take names but
said there are some good
performers coming up in the
domestic circuit and the onus is
now on the selectors to give them
a fair chance. 
“Unless they are given a chance
how will we know if those doing
well in Ranji Trophy will do well at
the international level? Here’s
where good selections come in,”
he said.
Gavaskar also complimented the
selection committee for
unearthing a talent like Nitish
Kumar Reddy, who was one of
India’s three centurions in the
just-concluded tour, others being
Yashasvi Jaiswal and Kohli.
“Compliments to Ajit Agarkar and
his team for seeing the potential in
Nitish Kumar Reddy and picking

him for the Test squad too,” he
said of the player, who also enjoys
strong backing of head coach
Gautam Gambhir.
On the bowling front, Gavaskar
said India has enough talent that
needs to be given the requisite
opportunities to ensure that a
generational star like Jasprit
Bumrah is not overburdened.
Once again, he refrained from
taking names of the potential
candidates, who would shape the
bowling attack going forward.
“India has got loads of promising
pacers who are waiting for an
opportunity. Yes, Bumrah should
not be overburdened and if others
step up then we can have an attack
that can win matches in any
conditions,” he said. 
‘Be honest’
The culture of putting stars at a
pedestal has been an oft-stated
problem in Indian cricket. But
Gavaskar said it is not very
difficult to stay grounded even
with that if one is capable of
taking an honest look at
performances.

PTI n SYDNEY

Australian Test batter Matt
Renshaw said on Tuesday

that he had no idea if he was
in the race to replace retired
opener David Warner in the
recently-concluded Border-
Gavaskar series against India,
which the hosts won 3-1.
Several names, including
Cameron Bancroft, Marcus
Harris, Nathan McSweeney,
Sam Konstas and Renshaw,
were discussed by Cricket
Australia as potential options
for opening the innings.
McSweeney and Konstas
made it to the playing XI,
with the former playing the
first three Tests and the latter
getting included in the last
two.
Renshaw felt he figured way
down in the Australian
selection pecking order for
the opener’s slot.
“I probably wouldn’t say that

I got caught up in the opener
race. I don’t think I was in it
at all,” Renshaw told SEN
Radio.
“I’m probably further away
than a few of the boys (to be
selected) but most of my
Tests have been in Asia so
I’ve got a fair bit of
experience there if called
upon,” added Renshaw, who

would be fancying his
chances as Australia select
the squad for the Test series
against Sri Lanka later this
month.
Renshaw said he just wants to
enjoy his cricket without
bothering too much about
selection issues.
“It’s been me trying to play
my cricket the way I want to

and I’ve really enjoyed it.
(I’m) feeling really good
about my cricket and how my
batting is going and
obviously there’s aspirations
there but I’m really enjoying
my cricket right now.”
Renshaw, 28, who has played
14 Tests, said opening the
batting was a specialists’ job
and not everyone is cut out
for the role.
“Opening is a specialist
position, it’s one of the
toughest jobs in world sport,”
said Renshaw who last played
a Test in February 2023 in the
tour of India.
“If Steve Smith goes up the
top and doesn’t have the
experience he would like, you
can tell it’s pretty difficult. I
feel like I could bat anywhere
if that opportunity came but
I’ll keep opening for
Queensland because it brings
me the most satisfaction
when you succeed.” 

PTI n DUBAI

World Cup-winning
former all-rounder

Yuvraj Singh has said that
being whitewashed at home
by New Zealand was a bigger
low for Team India than the
loss of Border-Gavaskar
Trophy but refused to join the
chorus of criticism against
embattled veterans Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli.
India have endured a difficult
last few months in the five-
day format, going down 0-3
to an under-strength New
Zealand at home, which was a
first in the team’s Test history.
This was followed by a 1-3
drubbing by Australia in the
away edition of the Border
Gavaskar series. 
Both the debacles have been
largely attributed to the
team’s batting frailties,
especially those of Rohit and
Kohli.
“According to me, losing (to)
New Zealand is more hurting
(sic). Because they are losing
3-0 at home. You know, that is
not acceptable. This (losing
BGT) is still acceptable
because you have won two
times in Australia. And this
time you lost,” Yuvraj told
‘PTI Videos’ in an interview
here.
“Australia has been a
dominant side for the last so
many years, that is my
thought,” the 43-year-old
hero of India’s 2011 World
Cup triumph said.
While Kohli managed at least
a hundred during the series
despite continuing to be
dismissed whenever he was

baited outside the off stump,
Rohit was worse with a tally
of just 31 runs and had to
drop himself from the final
Test. 
But Yuvraj said it is unfair to
lambast the duo given their
past achievements.
“We are talking about our
greats, Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma, we are saying very
bad things about them,” he
said. 
“...People forget what they
have achieved in the past.
They are one of the greatest
cricketers of this time. Okay,
they lost, they did not play
good cricket. They are getting
hurt more than us,” he added.
Hopeful that India would
bounce back strongly, Yuvraj
said he has full faith in not
just Rohit and Kohli but also
new head coach Gautam
Gambhir, who was his former
teammate as well.
“I feel that Gautam Gambhir
as a coach, Ajit Agarkar as a
selector, Rohit Sharma, Virat
Kohli, Jasprit Bumrah, they
are the best minds in cricket
right now,” he asserted.
“And they have to decide
what’s the way for Indian
cricket in future,” he said.
The big-hitting former batter
also lauded Rohit for
dropping himself from the
Sydney Test, saying it was a
selfless act.
“I think it is a big thing. I
have never seen in the past
that the captain’s form is not
going well and he himself has
gone out. And this is Rohit
Sharma’s greatness that he has
kept the team ahead of
himself,” Yuvraj said.

PTI n CAPE TOWN

Fiery South African pacer
Kagiso Rabada, no

stranger to beating Australia,
believes the prospect of facing
them in the World Test
Championship final at Lord’s
in June has already sparked
anticipation and motivation in
his side.
Reigning champions Australia
secured their spot in the WTC
final with a six-wicket victory
over India in the fifth and
final Test of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy in Sydney,
clinching the series 3-1.
South Africa were the first
team to qualify after defeating
Pakistan by 10 wickets in the
Boxing Day Test.
“It’s actually quite some
distance away, but a big
occasion like the World Test
Championship final gets you
up for it,” Rabada said on
SuperSport after taking a six-
wicket haul in his side’s 10-
wicket, second-Test
demolition of Pakistan that
completed a 2-0 sweep.

Up against
defending champions
Australia, the Proteas will start
as underdogs but Rabada,

who twice played a big part in
winning series against
Australia in 2016-17 and
2017-18, is confident of
pulling off an upset.
“South Africa versus Australia
has always been an intense
rivalry, because we play
cricket quite similar. We play
hard -- and they’re going to
come hard at us, and we know
that. But we also know how to
beat them,” he said.
About the significance of Test
cricket, Rabada said: “One
hundred per cent, Test cricket
is still alive. It’s our best format
that we’ve been playing right
now.

“When you look at South
African cricket and all our
legends, they’ve all been great
Test cricketers. The world’s
best players are Test cricketers,
and this series against
Pakistan has been a wonderful
advertisement for Test cricket,
especially in South Africa.”
The Proteas don’t have any
Test assignment in the build-
up to the WTC Final at Lord’s
from June 11-16 and coach
Shukri Conard has said
they’re looking at the
possibility of a one-off match
against either Ireland or
Afghanistan.
“We’re going to try and get a

Test match, possibly in the
UK, against Ireland or
Afghanistan, whoever is free.
And if unsuccessful, we’ll
obviously go out a couple of
days earlier, and make sure we
camp there really well,
probably in Canterbury,” said
Conrad. The coach was also
all praise for his skipper
Temba Bavuma for playing a
key role in South Africa’s
resurgence.
“He’s played unbelievably well
this summer, and full marks
to him,” Conrad said.
“I think any captain who
wants to lead from the front,
they want to lead through
performance as well, and
that’s what Temba’s done
exceptionally well.
“He’s not lost a game as
captain of South Africa
(winning eight out of nine
Tests). Leading from the
front, turning out the
performances he’s had, he’s
probably in the form of his
life.
“I haven’t seen him play any
better, and that obviously
gives you a lot of confidence
when you’re captaining as
well. I wouldn’t want anyone
else to be captaining us.” 

AP n LONDON

England should refuse to
play the Champions

Trophy cricket match against
Afghanistan next month
according to a letter signed by
more than 160 U.K.
Politicians.
The politicians want the
England and Wales Cricket
Board to take a stand against
the Taliban regime’s assault on
women’s rights and boycott
the men’s one-day
international against
Afghanistan in Lahore,
Pakistan, on Feb. 26.
Female participation in sport
has effectively been outlawed
since the Taliban’s return to
power in 2021, a move that
puts the Afghanistan Cricket
Board in contravention of
International Cricket Council
rules.
Because Afghanistan’s men
are still allowed to compete by
the ICC, a strongly worded
letter has emerged from the
U.K. Parliament pleading for
the ECB to make its own
moral objection.
Penned by Labour MP Tonia
Antoniazzi and signed by a
cross-party group from the
House of Commons and
House of Lords including
Nigel Farage and Jeremy
Corbyn, it raises the
“insidious dystopia”
unfolding in Afghanistan.
The statement, addressed to
ECB chief executive Richard
Gould, concludes: “We
strongly urge the England
men’s team players and
officials to speak out against
the horrific treatment of
women and girls in
Afghanistan under the

Taliban.
“We also urge the ECB to
consider a boycott of the
upcoming match against
Afghanistan... To send a clear
signal that such grotesque
abuses will not be tolerated.
“We must stand against sex
apartheid and we implore the
ECB to deliver a firm message
of solidarity and hope to
Afghan women and girls that
their suffering has not been
overlooked.”
Gould issued a swift response,
reaffirming ECB principles
while suggesting it favoured a
uniform approach from all
member nations rather than
acting alone.
“The ECB strongly condemns
the treatment of women and
girls in Afghanistan under the
Taliban regime,” he said.
“The ICC constitution
mandates that all member
nations are committed to the
growth and development of
women’s cricket. In line with
this commitment, the ECB
has maintained its position of
not scheduling any bilateral
cricket matches against
Afghanistan.
“A coordinated, ICC-wide
approach would be
significantly more impactful
than unilateral actions by
individual members.
“We understand the concerns
raised by those who believe
that a boycott of men’s cricket
could inadvertently support
the Taliban’s efforts to
suppress freedoms and isolate
Afghan society. It’s crucial to
recognise the importance of
cricket as a source of hope
and positivity for many
Afghans, including those
displaced from the country.”

Shastri, Ponting question Shami’s injury management, say his inclusion could have boosted India

Rohit and Kohli’s Test future depends on selectors: Gavaskar

Don’t feel I was in race for opener’s slot
in Border-Gavaskar Tests: Renshaw

We know how to beat Aussies: Rabada

England urged to boycott
Champions Trophy game against
Afghanistan by UK politicians

Whitewash at home
bigger failure than
BGT loss: Yuvraj 

bowling all-rounder anyway.
“So, if Shami, even if he
wasn’t fully fit, if he had to
bowl fewer overs in a day,
you had a backup seam
bowling option to help him
out and I think he could
have been the difference.
“When you asked me (in an
earlier The ICC Review) at

the start about what I
thought the result would be,
I said 3-1 Australia because
Shami wasn’t there. That
was the first thing I said.
That’s how important I felt
he was to India.
“If Shami, Bumrah and Siraj
were in their starting team, I
think things could have

been completely different
here in Australia.”
Shami is currently playing
in the domestic one-dayers
for the Vijay Hazare Trophy
and it remains to be seen if
he’s included for the
England home series ahead
of the ICC Champions
Trophy in February. 


