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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW DELHI/IMPHAL

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh
on Tuesday apologised to the people of
the state for the ethnic conflict

occurring there since May 2023 and appealed
to “forgive and forget” the past.
He also said “Peace is being restored in
Manipur, and the only solution lies in
discussion and dialogue, which the Central
government has already initiated,” while
addressing a news conference in Imphal. 
However he came under attack of the
Opposition leaders who said the CM failed to
safeguard lives and livelihood of people and
should, therefore, resign. Nearly 250 people, so
far, have died in the violence. 
The CM’s regret came couple of days after
former Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla was
appointed as Governor of Manipur.
“This entire year has been very unfortunate. I
want to say sorry to the people of the state for
what’s been happening today, since last May 3.
Many people lost loved ones. Many people left
their homes. I feel regret. I apologise. But now,
I hope, after seeing the last three to four
months progress towards peace, normalcy will
be restored in the state in 2025,” Singh said.
sporadic violence since May 3, 2023, between
the majority Meiteis and the Kukis over quotas
and economic benefits. The ongoing violence
has killed over 200 people and displaced
thousands.
The Centre has deployed forces in vulnerable
zones bordering the hill and valley districts,
leading to a dip in incidents of firing in
peripheral areas.
The Chief Minister said 2,058 displaced
families have been resettled in their original
homes in Imphal West, Imphal East,
Kangpokpi, and Churachandpur. To curb
violence along the national highways, the
government has deployed 17 and 18 additional
companies of security personnel along NH-2
(Imphal-Dimapur) and NH-37 (Imphal-
Silchar via Jiribam), respectively.
“Whatever happened has happened... I want to
appeal to all communities to forgive and forget
our past mistakes and start life afresh by living
together in a peaceful and prosperous
Manipur,” he said.
Singh said firing incidents have declined in the

state over the last 20 months since the ethnic
conflict began in May 2023.
“From May to October, 2023, 408 firing
incidents were reported. From November 2023
to April 2024, there were 345 firing incidents,
whereas from May this year till now, 112 firing
incidents were reported,” he said.
He said that of all the looted weapons, 3,112
have been recovered and 2,511 explosives have
been seized during the period.  The chief
minister further said that 625 people have been
arrested and 12,047 FIRs registered so far.
More than 250 people have been killed and
thousands rendered homeless in ethnic
violence between Imphal Valley-based Meiteis
and adjoining hills-based Kuki-Zo groups
since May last year.
Meanwhile, Manipur, which has been
witnessing prolonged ethnic violence between
majority Meitei and tribal Kuki communities,
accounted for about 77 per cent of the total
violence in the entire northeastern region in
2023, according to the latest annual report of
the Ministry of Home Affairs.
In 2023, Manipur witnessed an increase in
violent incidents owing to the prevailing ethnic
strife and the resultant increase in the
casualties of civilians and security forces
personnel as compared to 2022.
The state accounted for about 77 per cent of the
total violent incidents in Northeastern region
in 2023, according to the MHA annual report.
Among the total 243 violent incidents occurred
in the Northeast, 187 took place in Manipur.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

The Punjab Government on
Tuesday informed the

Supreme Court that farmer
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal,
who has been on an indefinite
fast for over a month, has
agreed for medical aid given
the Centre accepted his
proposal to hold talks. A
vacation bench of Justices
Surya Kant and Sudhanshu
Dhulia took note of a plea
moved by Punjab government
seeking an additional three
days to comply with SC’s
December 20 order. 
“...As per the negotiators there
is a proposal given by the
farmers to the Central
government that in case they
get an invite for a talk, Dallewal
is ready to take medical help as
desired,” Punjab advocate
general Gurminder Singh said,
“therefore, the state
government was seeking some
more time and work positively
towards compliance of the

directions.” 
The bench said, “We will not
comment on what’s going on as
far as negotiations or your law
and order is concerned. If
something happens, which is
acceptable to both sides and all
stakeholders concerned, we
will be equally happy. At the
moment, we are only
concerned with the
compliance of our orders. If
you want more time, we in
peculiar circumstances are
inclined to grant you some
time.”  Singh agreed with the
bench on the point that no
comments should be made on
the negotiations at this stage
and sought some time. 
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre and Haryana
government, said he did not
have any instructions on this
issue. Punjab AG said the
intervenors and negotiators
had tried complying with the
court directives by engaging
with the farmers in a dialogue.

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

With the successful load
tests with freight trains

and trucks on Indias first
cable stayed Anji Khad
railway bridge, all eyes are set
on the visit of the
Commissioner of Railway
Safety (CRS) to conduct a
final inspection of the 17-km
long Katra-Reasi section
ahead of connecting Kashmir
valley with the rest of the
country. The bridge is a part
of the 326-km rail line
connecting Udhampur to
Baramulla via Srinagar. More
than two decades in the
making, the delayed
construction of the Anji Khad
bridge in Jammu’s Reasi
district is a major rail link to

seamlessly connect Kashmir
to rest of India.
The final nod to launch the
train services will be given by
the Commissioner of Railway
Safety after the inspection.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to
inaugurate the first Vande
Bharat train from Delhi to
Srinagar. The much-awaited
inspection visit will likely be
scheduled in the second week
of January 2025.
With the launch of the Vande
Bharat train services the
accessibility to the beautiful
Kashmir Valley will improve
further.
The Vande Bharat Sleeper
train will cover a distance of
over 800 kilometers, in under
13 hours.

Last week, Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw also
posted videos of the load tests
with freight trains and trucks
on the Anji Khad cable-stayed

bridge on X (earlier Twitter).
According to official sources,
a freight train loaded with
3,300 tons of weight was
brought to the cable bridge

from the Reasi railway station
while later 57 dumpers
(trucks) were placed on an
additional route built along
the railway track with each

dumper loaded with 9 tons of
boulders, totaling 513 tons.
The freight train and
dumpers were on the cable
bridge for nearly two hours

with a combined weight of
over 33,500  tons. After two
hours, all the dumpers were
removed completing the
necessary safety protocol.
The most challenging task
between the 17 km long Katra
Reasi section was the
completion of T-33 tunnel.
The last leg of the 17 km long
section of the Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla rail link
was completed on December
13.
“Historic milestone; final
track work on the Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link
is complete. The ballastless
track work for the 3.2 km-
long Tunnel T-33, located at
the foothills of the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine and
connecting Katra to Reasi,

was completed”, Railways
Minister said in a statement.
Considered an engineering
marvel, next to the world’s
highest rail bridge over the
Chenab River in Reasi’s Kouri
village, the cable-stayed rail
bridge has 96 cables. The total
length of cable strands is 653
km weighing 848.7 MT. 
The bridge connects the T2
tunnel on the Katra side and
the T3 tunnel on the Reasi
side and has a single-line
railway track and a 3.75
metres wide service road. The
bridge is 725 metres long,
including a 473 metres long
asymmetric cable-stayed
bridge balanced on the axis of
a central pylon of height 193
metres from the top of the
foundation.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

In yet another round of
confrontation between the

AAP-led dispensation and the
Raj Niwas, chief minister
Atishi on Tuesday raised
concerns over the order for the
demolition of multiple
religious structures including
temples and Buddhist places of
worship in the city, and urged
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena to reconsider
the orders.
Meanwhile, the Lieutenant
Governor’s office refuted the
allegations saying neither are
any temples, mosques,
churches or any other place of
worship being
broken/demolished, nor has
any file to this effect come.  In
a statement, the Lieutenant
Governor’s office said the chief
minister is playing cheap
politics to divert attention
from her’s and her predecessor
Chief Minister’s failures. The
latest exchange of letters comes
amid growing political
tensions between Atishi and
the Lieutenant Governor.
Earlier, in a separate letter,
Atishi had criticised the LG’s
office for acting as a proxy for
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in Delhi.
In a letter addressed to Saxena,
Atishi said that the Religious
Committee had decided to
demolish several temples and
Buddhist structures across
Delhi, including those held
dear by the Dalit community
and  demolition of these
structures would hurt the

religious sentiments of
communities. Atishi wrote, “It
has been decided by the
Religious Committee - on your
directions, and with your
approval - to demolish
multiple religious structures
across Delhi.
Atishi, in her letter, said, “It has
been brought to my attention
that the Religious Committee
has ordered the demolition of
numerous religious structures
all across Delhi, in a meeting
on 22nd November. Until last
year, all decisions of the
Religious Committee would be
sent to you, via the CM and the
Minister (Home), Delhi. As
elected representatives who are
constantly in touch with the
people of Delhi, we would
ensure that no religious
sentiments were hurt.”
However, in an order issued
last year your office stated that
demolition of religious
structures is a matter related to
‘public order’, and does not fall
under the purview of the
elected government and will be

directly under the purview of
the Hon’ble LG. Since then the
work of the Religious
Committee has been directly
monitored by you. All files of
the Religious Committee are
routed from the Home
Department to the LG,
completely bypassing the CM
and Minister (Home), the
letter said.
She further said, “It has been
decided by the Religious
Committee on your directions,
and with your approval to
demolish multiple religious
structures across Delhi. As you
can see the list of religious
structures to be demolished
includes many temples, and
Buddhist places of worship
that are revered by the Dalit
community. These included
temple situated near Nallah
Market at West Patel Nagar,
temple at Dilshad Garden,
satue at Sunder Nagri, temple
at Seema Puri, temple at Gokal
Puri and temple in side of New
Usmanpur MCD flats near.

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Former MP and senior
Congress leader Sandeep
Dikshit on Tuesday lashed out
at Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
supremo Arvind Kejriwal,
calling him a “pathological
liar” and said he will file
defamation cases against
Delhi chief minister Atishi
and AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh over their
allegation against him of
taking money from the BJP.
“A few days ago, the Delhi CM
said that we took money from
the BJP. After this Press
conference, I will file a
criminal and civil defamation
case against (CM) Atishi and
Sanjay Singh. I will ask for Rs
10 crore and out of that
money, I will donate Rs five
crore to Yamuna cleaning and
the remaining half will be
donated to clean the polluted
air in Delhi,” he said.
They used to say that they
have increased sewage
treatment by 1.5 times in
Delhi. “When the Congress
lost the elections, the sewage
treatment capacity was at 604
MGD and it remains the same
today. The former chief
minister lies that he has
increased sewage treatment
work,” Dikshit alleged.
The Lieutenant Governor
took a review in 2023 and it
was found that the pollution
effluent going into Yamuna
has doubled in the last seven

to eight years, he said.   The
Congress leader said they
have also claimed that they
have saved money in
construction of flyovers.
Dikshit is son of former Delhi
chief minister Sheila Dikshit
who served as CM from 1998
till 2013. In 2013, Dikshit lost
to Arvind Kejriwal in the New
Delhi constituency in the
election that witnessed a
Congress rout.
“The initial estimate of
Madhuban to Mukarba
Chowk flyover by Sheila
Dikshit’s government was Rs
422 crore, but we built it at Rs
297 crore. The former
government estimated the
construction of Mangolpuri
to Madhuban Chowk at Rs
423 crore, we built it at Rs 323
crore,” Dikshit said, adding
that they have given five to
seven examples.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

India on Tuesday said it is
extending all possible help

to explore relevant options in
the case of an Indian nurse
facing death sentence in
Yemen.
Nimisha Priya, hailing from
Kollengode in Kerala's
Palakkad district, has been
reportedly handed capital
punishment for allegedly
murdering a Yemeni citizen.
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) official spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said New
Delhi is extending all possible
help in the matter.
"We are aware of the
sentencing of Nimisha Priya
in Yemen. We understand
that the family of Priya is
exploring relevant options,"
Jaiswal said.  "The
government is extending all
possible help in the matter,"
he added.  Jaiswal was
replying to a media query.
Reports said Priya was
handed capital punishment
by a trial court in 2020 and
Yemen's Supreme Judicial
Council upheld the verdict in
November 2023. Yemen's
President Rashad al-Alimi
has reportedly approved
Priya's death sentence. She is
in prison since 2017.
Priya was arrested for the
alleged murder of Yemeni
national Talal Abdo Mehdi in
July 2017. A trial court in
Sana'a sentenced her to death
in 2020 and her appeal was
dismissed by Yemen's
Supreme Judicial Council in
November 2023.

PTI n LAHORE

Pakistan’s Punjab government has
opened to tourists the Bhagat Singh

Gallery at the historical Poonch House
here, where the independent freedom
fighter’s trial was conducted some 93
years ago. 
The gallery houses historical documents,
including pictures, letters, newspapers,
details of trial and other memorial
articles related to his life and freedom
struggle. Punjab Chief Secretary Zahid
Akhtar Zaman inaugurated the gallery
on Monday. 
“Tourists will have access to the gallery
under an agreement between the

departments of industry, commerce and
tourism of the Punjab government,”
Zaman said, adding that the historical
building of Poonch House has been
restored to its original form.

“The gallery showcases Bhagat Singh’s
struggle for independence,” he said.
Pakistan’s Punjab Archives Department
in 2018 for the first time had displayed
some records of the legendary freedom
fighter’s case file, including his execution
certificate, letters, photographs and
newspaper clippings and other material.
Singh, 23, was hanged by British rulers
on March 23, 1931 in Lahore, after being
tried under charges for hatching a
conspiracy against the colonial
government. The case was filed against
Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru for
allegedly killing British police officer
John P Saunders.

Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

AMRIT BHARAT USHERS IN 2025
wishes its readers

HAPPY NEW YEAR

2025
As the offices of

The Pioneer will remain
closed on Jan 1, the next

issue of the newspaper will
be available on Jan 3, 2025.
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Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh addresses a press
conference PTI
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Delhi CM, says Sandeep Dikshit

Punjab farmer to comply
with SC, as per condition

LG confront Atishi’s temples demolition ‘act’
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Pak opens Shaheed Bhagat Singh Gallery at Poonch to tourists

Anji Khad bridges the Kashmir-Kanniyakumari gap
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I, Bimla Sangwan W/o 

Late Satinder Kumar R/o 

#950, Sector-12, Panchkula 

declare that my daughter 

Yogita Sangwan is out of my 

control. So, I disown her from 

my all movable/immovable 

properties. If anybody deals 

with her shall do at their own 

risk in future. 

We, Shamsher Singh 

S/o Beeru Ram And Raj 

Dulari W/o Shamsher Singh 

R/o Village Kandouli 

Subtehsil Babain, District 

Kurukshetra, have disown our 

daughter Indu Rani from all 

our movable immovable 

properties, as she is out of our 

control. 

I, Mohan Lal S/o Dyala 

Ram R/o VPO Rattangarh 

Tehsil Shahabad Markanda 

District Kurukshetra, have 

disown my son Malkeet Singh 

his wife Sonia from all my 

movable immovable 

properties, as they are out of 

my control. 

I, Balwant Singh Adhar 

no. 930741216586, S/o 

Lachaman Dass R/o Village 

Batta, Tehsil Kalayat , District 

Kaithal Informs that my 

Subham and his wife Puja are 

Out of my & my family 's 

Control. I disown them from 

my movable and immovable 

Property. We will not 

responsible for their  any 

matter in future. 

म�, �दीप कुमार पु� �ी दौलत 

राम िनवासी म.न.410/5, गांधी 

नगर, जी�, ने अपने पु� राजन 

भोला को अपनी चल- अचल संपि� 

से  बेदखल एवं  उसके साथ स#$ 

िव%ेद कर िदया है )ोिंक वह मेरे 

व मेरे प*रवार के कहने से बाहर है। 

उनके िकसी भी ,कार के 

लेनदेन/अ%े-बुरे काय-/.वहार 

आिद के िलए म0 व मेरा प*रवार 

िज1ेवार नही ंहोगा। 

I, Kannadisamy Mokkai 

Father of No. 15702224X 

Hav Ukkira Pandi K R/o 47, 

Vivegandhar Street, Sellur, 

Manavalan Nagar, Madurai 

North, PO Tallakulam, Distt. 

Madurai, Tamil Nadu- 

625002 declare that in my 

son's service record my 

name was wrongly 

mentioned as M Kannadi 

Samy. My correct name is 

Kannadisamy Mokkai. 

I, Pitchaiyammal 

Kannadisamy Mother of No. 

15702224X Hav Ukkira 

Pandi K R/o 47, Vivegandhar 

Street, Sellur, Manavalan 

Nagar, Madurai North, PO 

Tallakulam, Distt. Madurai, 

Tamil Nadu- 625002 declare 

that in my son's service 

record my name was wrongly 

mentioned as K Pittchi 

Ammal. My correct name is 

Pitchaiyammal 

Kannadisamy. 

I Army No Jc430859F 

Ex Sub Joginder Singh Son 

Of Mela Singh Village 

Gurdaspur Post Office 

Jandwal Tehsil Mukerian 

District Hoshiarpur Punjab 

That I Declare My Wife 

Sukhjinder Kaur Date Of 

Birth Change 10/02/1970 To 

05/04/1970 In My Army 

Record 

I Am Ex No-15107205-Y, 

Rank-Hav, Name- Ram Pal. 

Residence Of Vill- Lamlehri, 

Po-Ganguwal, Tehsil-

Anandpur Sahib, 

District-Rupnagar, State-

Punjab-140123 Declare That 

I Change My Mother Name 

(Laja Devi To Lajia Devi) 

Date Of Birth 01-07-1951 To 

01-07-1949 

I, Army No. 14664101H 

Rank Hav Name Dinesh 

Kumar presently residing at 

Village Nihalgarh, P.O. 

Rambash Tehsil  CH Dadari, 

Distt. Bhiwani, State 

Haryana- 127310 (Unit) 868 

(I) Wksp 56 APO declare that 

I have changed my son's 

name from Atul Kumar to Atul 

vide Affidavit dated 30-12-

2024 before Harmanjeet Bedi 

Notary Pathankot (PB) 

I, No. 18003489K Hav 

Sohan Singh S/o Pooran 

Singh R/o Vill: Jhankat Po. 

Jhankat Teh-Khatima Distt. 

Udham Singh Nagar, 

Uttarakhand Pin-262308 

declare that in my army 

record my daughter name 

wrongly entered Ansika. But 

my daughter correct name is 

Anshika. So amended my 

daughter name from Ansika 

to Anshika in my army 

record. 

I, No. 18003489K Hav 

Sohan Singh S/o Pooran 

Singh R/o Vill: Jhankat Po. 

Jhankat Teh-Khatima Distt. 

Udham Singh Nagar, 

Uttarakhand Pin-262308 

declare that in my army 

record my father name 

wrongly entered Puran 

Singh. But my father correct 

name is Pooran Singh. So 

amended my father name 

from Puran Singh to Pooran 

Singh in my army record. 

I Veena Rani W/o Late 

Sh. Raj kumar R/o H.No 376 

Jundla Gate Karnal Declare 

that record of Demate 

Account HDFC Bank Karnal 

My name As mention Bina 

Rani Which is 

incorrect.Actully my name is 

Veena Rani as per my 

Aadhar card Pan card Voter 

card & other document 

Record.My correct name is 

Veena Rani vide Affidavit No 

52AA 430733 dated 

2/12/2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Karnal. 

I, J Violet Thavamani 

Legally Mother Of No. 

16112834W Rank Hav Victor 

Vinay Kumar Of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Residing At #237, 6th Cross 

Bda Layout, Lingarajapuram, 

Bangalore North, Bangalore, 

State Karnataka Pin-560084 

Declare That My Date Of 

Birth 01/07/1962 Wrongly 

Written In My Son Army 

Service Records But My 

Correct Date Of Birth Is 

20.03.1962. 

I, Kanchana Is Legally 

Wife Of No. 15322949L Rank 

Hav Partheenban R Of Unit 

22 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo 

Ferozpeur Residing At 

12401/3 Voc Street E B, 

Nagar, Rattinamanagalam, 

Tiruvannamalai, State Tamil 

Nadu Pin-632316 Declare 

That My Name P Kanchana 

And Date Of Birth 

19/05/1983 Wrongly 

Mentioned In My Husband 

Army Service Records But 

My Correct Name Is 

Kanchana And Date Of Birth 

Is 20/05/1984 

I, Rani Elumalai Is 

Legally Mother Of Army No. 

15329361M Rank Hav 

Boopalan E Of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Residing At 741, Vtc Kuppam 

P.O Kuppam Tehsil Polur 

District. Tiruvannamalai State 

Tamil Nadu Pin-632311 

Declare That My Name E 

Rani And Date Of Birth 

01.07.1965 Wrongly Written 

In My Son Army Service 

Record But My Correct 

Name Is Rani Elumalai And 

Date Of Birth 03.12.1970. 

I, Selvam Shanmugam 

Is Legally Father Of No. 

16116288M Rank Hav  Siva S 

Of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/O 56 

Apo Ferozepur Residing At 

No 145, Moorthiyur, 

Mandalavadi, Tirupattur Vtc 

Mandalavadi, P.O. 

Mandalavadi, Sub District. 

Tirupattur District. Vellore 

State Tamil Nadu Pin-635851 

Declare That My Name 

Selvam And Date Of Birth 

01/07/1965 Wrongly 

Mentioned In My Son Army 

Service Records But My 

Correct Name Is Selvam 

Shanmugam And Date Of 

Birth Is 23/01/1964. 

I, Ambika Selvam Is 

Legally Mother Of No. 

16116288M Rank Hav Siva S 

Of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/O 56 

Apo Ferozepur Residing At 

No 145, Moorthiyur, 

Mandalavadi, Tirupattur Vtc 

Mandalavadi, P.O. 

Mandalavadi, Sub District. 

Tirupattur District. Vellore 

State Tamil Nadu Pin-635851 

Declare That My Name 

Ambika And Date Of Birth 

01/07/1973 Wrongly 

Mentioned In My Son Army 

Service Records But My 

Correct Name Is Ambika 

Selvam And Date Of Birth Is 

27/02/1970. 

I, Army No. 15332178P 

Rank Hav Name Shreeram 

Choudhari Of Unit 03 Engr 

Regt. C/O 56 Apo, Pin-

914003 Yol Cantt, Today 

Camping At Ferozepur, Have 

Changed My Wife Name 

From Ritu Choudhary To Ritu 

Devi & Date Of Birth 

25.12.1988 To 25.12.1991. 

I, Richa Sharma W/o 

Dhiraj Chhibbar R/o #1173 

sector 7 Panchkula declare 

that Richa Sharma and Richa 

Chhibbar are one and the 

same person and after 

marriage I have changed my 

name to Richa Chhibbar. 

I, Pardeep S/O Sat Bir 

Singh Residing At Jewali (37), 

Po-Jewali, Dist-Charkhi Dadri, 

Haryana-127308 Have 

Changed The Name Of My 

Minor Son Rahul Alias Rahul 

Sheoran Aged 17 Years And 

He Shall Thereafter Be Known 

As Rahul Sheoran. It Is 

Certified That I Have 

Complied With Other Legal 

Requirements In This 

Connection. 

I Kawar Pal Singh S/o 

Malkit  Singh Village  Dhindsa 

P/o Qadian have changed my 

name kawar pal Singh to 

Singh kawar Pal. 

I, Anshul S/o Prem 

Sachdeva R/o 8/10, Ashok 

Nagar, Near Kachey Quarter, 

Sonipat, Haryana 131001 

have changed my name to 

Anshul Sachdeva for all future 

purposes.  

I, Preeti Dutt W/o Sunil 

Dutt R/o H. no. 15, Bhatia 

Nagar, Jagadhri Road, 

Yamuna Nagar have changed 

my name from Preeti Dutt to 

Preeti Datta. 

I Smt. Virinder Kaur 

spouse of Number 

JC512643M NB/SUB 

Lakhwinder Singh R/o Vill. 

Manesh, PO Khujala, Teh. 

Batala, Distt. Gurdaspur 

Pincode- 143516, have 

changed my name from 

Virinder Kaur to Varinder Kaur 

vide affidavit dated 

30.12.2024 before Notary 

Distt. Gurdaspur. 

I, Parmjeet Kaur W/O 

Gurpreet Singh Village Raju 

Bela PO Chak Sharif, Distt. 

Gurdaspur, Punjab have 

changed my name Paramjeet 

Kaur to Paramjit Kaur. Please 

note down My New Name. 

I, Candy Aggarwal W/o 

Sourabh Aggarwal R/o H.No. 

38/4, Pathana wala Mohalla 

Hisar declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Candy Jindal to Candy 

Aggarwal for future. 

I, Babita D/o Jagtu Ram 

r/o Karnal Alias Meenu w/o 

Deepak r/o Love Kush Gate, 

Valmiki Nagar, Shahabad 

Markanda, Distt. Kurukshetra 

declare that Both names are 

mine, But after marriage I 

permanently changed my 

name as Meenu Adhar Card 

No. 728674852370 & DOB 

01/01/1981. Concerned Note. 

I, Hukmi Rani W/o Late 

Sh. Satish Kumar R/o # 62, 

Govindpura Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamunanagar state that 

Sheemla @ Hukmi Rani both 

are one & same person. 

I, Rachpal Singh S/o 

Swinder Singh R/o VPO 

Khankot Block Verka, 

Amritsar, Punjab-143501 

have changed my name from 

Rachpal Singh to Rachhpal 

Singh. 

I, Mamta Devi W/o  

Shamsher Singh (Mother of 

No. 15717573Y LNK 

Gagandeep Minhas) R/o 

Village & PO Jahan Khelan 

Tehsil & Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my 

name from Mamta Rani to 

Mamta Devi. And my date of 

birth from 25-12-1965 to 25-

12-1964. Concerned note.    

I, Harish Kumar S/o Shri 

Charanji Lal Bhalla  R/o B-

12/235/1 Jagatpura Distt. 

Hoshiarpur 146001 Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Harish Kumar to Harish 

Bhalla. Concerned note. 

It Is For General 

Information That I, Nidhish 

Garg S/O Rajesh Residing At 

H.No.210, Shiv Nagar 

Colony, Bhiwani, Haryana-

127021 Declare That The 

Name Of Mine Has Been 

Wrongly Written As Nidhish In 

My CBSE Class 12th 

Educational Documents. The 

Actual Name Of Mine Is 

Nidhish Garg Respectively 

Which May Be Amended 

Accordingly. It Is Certified 

That I Have Complied With 

Other Legal Requirements In 

This Connection. 

I, Smt. Seema W/o No. 

2485176A Ex Nk Pritpal 

Singh R/o VPO Purika Tehsil 

Mukerian Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my 

name from Seema to Seema 

Rani and my date of birth 

from 21-01-1979 to 25-06-

1977. 

I, Rajnish Kumar Gupta 

S/o Ravi Kumar Gupta, R/o 

H.No.212, Ward No.15, 

Street No.2, Patel Nagar 

Pathankot, Tehsil & District 

Pathankot, Have Changed 

My Name From Rajnish 

Kumar Gupta To Rajnish 

Gupta, Kindly Note. 

I, Som Dutt Sharma s/o 

Chander Bhan r/o A-52, 

Sector 9, SRS Lotus Green 

City,  Tehsil Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Som 

Dutt to Som Dutt Sharma. 

I, Ravi S/o Sh. Babu 

Ram Giri R/o House No.77/2, 

Kabri Road, Arjun Nagar, 

Panipat declares that I have 

changed my name from Ravi 

to Ravi Kumar, for all future 

purposes. 

I, Mukesh S/O Gordhan 

R/O H No. 654, Near Gopal 

Mandir Daria, Chandigarh, 

Have Changed My Name 

From Mukesh To Mukesh 

Kumar. 

I Neelam W/O Balkar 

Singh R/O H.No 4, Out Side 

Skasuri Gate Firozepur 

Punjab, Have Changed My 

Name From Neelam To 

Neelam Rani. 

I Parvinder Singh 

Bhasin S/O Sh. Kuldeep 

Singh R/O 759/B1, Ratpur 

Colony Pinjore Tehsil Kalka 

Distt. Panchkula, Haryana, I 

Have Changed My Name 

From Parvinder Singh Bhasin 

To Parvinder Singh. 

I No Jc811426h Rank 

Sub Hony Lt Inderpal Singh 

Presently Residing At Vill 

Sheikh Chak Po Lalpur Tehsil 

& District Tarn Taran Punjab 

Have Changed My Mother 

Name From Kasumir Kaur To 

Kashmir Kaur For All Future 

Purposes Vide Affidavit Dated 

31/12/2024 Before Notary 

Public At Tarn Taran 

I Am Som Nath, Ex No-

2676837-X, Rank- Hav, 

Residence Of Vill-Bardar, Po- 

Purkhali, Tehsil- Rupnagar, 

District-Rupnagar, State – 

Punjab Declare That I 

Change My Daughter's Name 

(Jasbir Kaur To Jaspreet 

Kaur) In Army Records. 

I, Haridasan KP Legally 

Father Of No. 16122599w 

Rank Nk Name Sanath K P 

Unit 4 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo 

Bathinda Cantt. (Punjab) 

Permanent Resident Of 

Kunnumpurath, Vattoly Bazar 

P.O, Vtc : Sivapuram, Distt. 

Kozhikode, State Kerala -

673612 Declare That I Have 

Changed Name From 

Haridasan KP To Haridasan K 

P Vide Affidavit  Dated 

31.12.2024 

I Ritika Wife Of Sher 

Singh Resident Of Village 

Bhambotdr Po Bhambotar 

Teh Mukerian District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Declared 

That Ritika And Ritika Devi Is 

One And The Same Person. 

I Siri Pal Jain (Father Of 

Arun Kumar) S/O Moti Ram 

Jain 1812 Civil Lines 

Opposite Guga Madi Mandir 

Jagadhri, That I Have Change 

My Name From   Shree Paul 

Jain To   Siri Pal Jain. 

I Parvinder Singh Anttal 

S/O Gurmail Singh, Ward No 

5, Majoli, Po: Ghanur, Dist: 

Patiala, Punjab-140702, Have 

Changed My Name From I 

Parvinder Singh Anttal To 

Parvinder Singh. 

I Sushma Gupta W/O 

Sushil Kumar Gupta R/O 

H.No. 2404, Urban Estate 

Jind Declare That  I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Sushma To Sushma Gupta 

For All Future Purposes. 

I Krishan Kumar Taneja 

S/0 Narain Dass Taneja R/O 

Flat No 204, Gh-14, Mdc 

Sector 5 Panchkula Haryana 

Have Changed Her Daughter 

Name To Driti Taneja From 

Driti. 

I Kumari Samriti W/O 

Sh. Vipan Kumar R/O 

Dhamala, Backside Of 

Nokwal Adarsh Colony, 

Pinjore Tehsil Kalka, Distt. 

Panchkula, Haryana, Have 

Changed My Daughter's 

Name From Manvi To Manvi 

Garg. My Above Said 

Daughter's Name May Be 

Recognized As Manvi Garg In 

Future.  

I Kumari Samriti W/O 

Sh. Vipan Kumar R/O 

Dhamala, Backside Of 

Nokwal Adarsh Colony, 

Pinjore Tehsil Kalka, Distt. 

Panchkula, Haryana, Have 

Changed My Daughter's 

Name From Manya To Manya 

Garg. My Above Said 

Daughter's Name May Be 

Recognized As Manya Garg 

In Future. 

I, Sanjeet S/o Ram 

Chander R/o MB-178, 

Mapsko Garden Estate, 

Sector-26, Sonipat, Haryana 

have changed my name to 

Sanjeet Kumar for all future 

purposes.  

Classifieds

Continuity Pg. No. 04

CHANGE OF NAME
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Punjab in 2024 has been
marked by a whirlwind of

political dramas, intense
protests, farmers’ movement,
high-profile defections, and
key electoral shifts that have left
an indelible mark on the state’s
socio-political landscape. The
year was defined by the fierce-
ly-contested Lok Sabha elec-
tions, where the emergence of
panthic politics created a new
dimension in Punjab's political
arena. This election was punc-
tuated by the deeply felt after-
shocks of the farmers’ protest,
continuing political instability
within traditional parties, and
unexpected political alliances.
From 70-year-old farmer leader
Jagjit Singh Dallewal’s month-
long hunger strike, which
became a symbol of farmers’
agitation against the powers-
that-be, to the shocking assas-
sination attempt on Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) leader
Sukhbir Singh Badal, Punjab
witnessed a year of turbulence
and conflict that reflected both
the state’s ongoing struggle
and its shifting allegiances.

The political landscape in
Punjab was further unsettled by
intra-party conflicts within the
SAD, as Sukhbir Badal faced a
significant challenge to his
leadership, with the Sikhs high-
est temporal seat, Akal Takht,
declaring him a “tankhaiya”
(guilty of religious miscon-
duct). In an atmosphere
charged with controversy, the
resignation of Punjab BJP pres-
ident Sunil Jakhar and the
apparent failure of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to
make a substantial mark in
Punjab underscored the state's
complex and fluid political
identity.

Furthermore, the slapping
incident involving Bollywood
actress and Mandi MP
Kangana Ranaut by a CISF
female employee at Chandigarh
International Airport stirred
both outrage and headlines.
Amid these turbulent events,
Punjab saw the appointment of

a new Governor, marking yet
another change in the state's
political structure.
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One of the most significant
events of 2024 was the Lok
Sabha elections, where Punjab’s
political configuration under-
went a substantial shift. The
polls saw the rise of panthic
(religious Sikh) politics as two
pro-Khalistani candidates —
NSA detainee Amritpal Singh
from Khadoor Sahib and
grandson of former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi’s assas-
sin Sarabjeet Singh Khalsa
from Faridkot — emerged vic-
torious.

Amritpal’s triumph in
Khadoor Sahib, where he faced
off against established political
heavyweights, was nothing
short of extraordinary. Despite
his confinement, he secured an
unprecedented victory mar-
gin of 1.97 lakh (1,97,120)
votes, signaling a groundswell
of support for his panthic agen-
da. Similarly, Khalsa’s victory in
Faridkot, a constituency
marred by past sacrilege inci-
dents, reverberated as a testa-
ment to his unwavering com-
mitment to the Sikh panth. His
impressive winning margin of
70,053 votes underscored the
resonance of his family’s lega-
cy and their enduring sacri-
fices.
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Even though the BJP-led
NDA succeeded in forming the
government for the third time
in row at the national level,
Punjab's electorate once again
demonstrated its independent
streak. Congress emerged as
the top performer securing
seven seats in the multi-cor-
nered contest, while the ruling
AAP, despite its overwhelming
majority win in the state two
years ago, managed to clinch
only three seats. Four of AAP’s
five incumbent Cabinet
Ministers were rejected by the

voters, signaling a significant
shift in public sentiment.

While the parliamentary
polls dented AAP’s image, the
assembly bypolls in four key
segments offered solace, with
the winning three in
November. Earlier in July, it
won the Jalandhar West seat,
showcasing resilience. The rul-
ing party also claimed victories
in the civic body polls in rural
and urban areas.

However, BJP’s dismal per-
formance across elections high-
lighted its inability to make sig-
nificant inroads in Punjab. BJP,
contesting without an alliance
for the first time since 1996,
failed to win any seats in man-
aged, but managed to increase
its vote share — from 6.60 per-
cent in 2022 state assembly
polls to 18.20 percent in 2024
Lok Sabha polls — surpassing
its former ally, SAD, which was
relegated to the fringes with just
one seat and a diminishing vote
share of 13.55 percent — party’s
lowest in the recallable past.
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The farmers’ protest, which
had initially gripped the nation
in 2020-2021, continued to
influence the political climate
in Punjab throughout 2024.
The Delhi Chalo Andolan 2.0,
led by a section of farmers’
organizations with 13 key
demands, started in February,
with the farmers forced to
camp at Punjab-Haryana bor-
ders since then.

Demanding a legal guar-
antee on minimum support
price (MSP), farmer leader
Jagjit Singh Dallewal stayed in
headlines for his fast unto
death, that entered 37th day on
Tuesday. Dallewal’s strike
became a focal point for
renewed farmer activism,
drawing attention not just to
issues of agrarian distress but
also Centre’s apathetic atti-
tude. As Dallewal refused to
accept Punjab Government’s
repeated pleas to accept med-
ical treatment, the Supreme
Court has to intervene, setting

a deadline for the state author-
ities till january 2 to admit the
protesting farmer leader in the
hospital.
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�������������������)�

In a year already filled
with political turbulence, the
assassination attempt on SAD
leader Sukhbir Singh Badal
added another layer of com-
plexity to the state’s already
unstable political environment.
The incident occurred in the
midst of growing tensions
within the SAD, as various fac-
tions challenged Sukhbir’s lead-
ership. These tensions were
driven by allegations of inac-
tion in sacrilege cases, pardon
to Sirsa-based Dera Sacha
Sauda sect head Ram Rahim
Singh, among other issues,
along with the party’s declining
influence since its poor per-
formance in 2017 Punjab elec-
tions.

Sukhbir faced intense crit-
icism from within his own
ranks. The conflict within the
p a r t y
reached a
b o i l i n g
point, with several prominent
leaders within the SAD calling
for his removal, and even part-
ed ways with the party. It was
on the complaint of this faction
that led the Akal Takht to
declare Sukhbir as “tankhaiya”.
The internal discord further
weakened SAD’s position in
Punjab politics, which had
already been in decline since
the 2017 and 2022 elections.
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Another key story in
Punjab in 2024 was the BJP’s
continuing failure to gain a
meaningful foothold in the
state’s politics. Despite efforts to
expand its base in Punjab, par-
ticularly by seeking alliances
with local parties, the BJP
remained largely sidelined in
the state’s political discourse.
Due to the party’s national
leadership and stand against
the farmers, the saffron party

had been viewed negatively by
many Punjabis due to farm
laws and other contentious
policies which made it difficult
for the party to establish a pres-
ence in the state.

BJP’s dismal performance
in the Lok Sabha elections,
where it failed to secure even a
single seat in Punjab, was a
clear indication of its inability
to connect with the voters.
The defeat came despite big
names, including Congress’
MP Ravneet Singh Bittu, join-
ing the saffron brigade. The
disconnection was particular-
ly evident in rural areas, where
the BJP’s association with the
controversial farm laws made
it difficult to gain trust.

The year also saw the
reported resignation of its state
unit president Sunil Jakhar,
that too when the party was
facing electoral challenges in
terms of bypolls and civic body
polls — both in rural and
urban areas. Apparently deject-
ed by the BJP’s stand on farm-
ers’ issues, Jakhar’s move was

indicative
of the
p a r t y ’ s

internal turmoil and the grow-
ing frustration among some of
its senior leaders.
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2024 was also a year of

defections which saw a spate of
elections this year, starting
with the Lok Sabha elections in
June and ending with the civic
polls in December. Three-time
Congress MP Ravneet Singh
Bittu, who had represented
Ludhiana in the Lok Sabha
twice, delivered a major blow
to his party when he joined the
BJP in March. Other key fig-
ures — Congress Dr Raj Kumar
Chabbewal, Gurpreet Singh,
and SAD’s Pawan Kumar Tinu
shifted to AAP; while former
Congress MLA-turned-AAP
MP Sushil Kumar Rinku made
a surprising crossover to BJP
despite being a party nominee.
Social activist and Patiala’s for-
mer MP Dharamvir Gandhi,
who had defeated Congress

leader Perneet Kaur in 2014,
joined the Congress. SAD’s
MLA Dr Sukhvinder Kumar
Sukhi also joined AAP.

��
 .�/�����������	����
#��	�0�������/��������

In 2024, the AAP govern-
ment in Punjab faced signifi-
cant financial hurdles, largely
due to its ongoing conflict
with the Centre over funding.
The Central Government with-
held over Rs 8,000 crore
intended for vital sectors,
including the National Health
Mission (NHM), Rural
Development Fund (RDF), and
Mandi Development Fund
(MDF). This delay in funds led
to shortfalls in the state trea-
sury, prompting Punjab to bor-
row additional funds to sustain
services. One major point of
contention was the rebranding
of Ayushman Bharat Health
and Wellness Centres to Aam
Aadmi Clinics, which the
Centre claimed violated NHM
guidelines. In a bid to resolve
the issue, Punjab agreed to co-
brand 400 of the state’s 870
Aam Aadmi Clinics, removing
CM Bhagwant Mann's images
and aligning with Ayushman
Bharat's logo and design. This
compromise was expected to
unlock the much-needed
NHM funds.
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In a bizarre and contro-
versial incident, Bollywood
actress Kangana Ranaut, also a
BJP MP from Mandi
(Himachal Pradesh), was
slapped at Chandigarh inter-
national airport by a CISF
female staff, sparking a media
frenzy and public outcry. The
incident involved Kangana’s
controversial remarks against
farmers during the 2020-21
agitation, which provoked
strong reactions from certain
groups in Punjab.
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Punjab also saw the
appointment of Gulab Chand

Kataria as its new Governor.
The appointment was viewed
as a potential turning point in
AAP Government’s relation-
ship with state’s gubernatorial
head, especially considering
the love and hate relationship
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann shared with Kataria’s
predecessor Banwarilal
Purohit. The new Governor
was seen as someone with the
potential to play a decisive
role in addressing the state’s
political challenges, though
their true impact on the ground
remains to be seen.
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Environmental activists

have taken the lead in the
rejuvenation of the Buddha
Dariya, even as the Rs 650 crore
project for its restoration con-
tinues. Despite this, the river's
condition remained largely
unchanged. The Buddha
Dariya, which stretches from
Punjab’s Malwa region to
Rajasthan, has been a major
cause of diseases among locals
due to its contamination. To
address this issue, environ-
mental enthusiasts, under the

banner of ‘Kala Pani Da
Morcha’, have mobilized efforts.
On December 3, thousands
gathered to halt the inflow of
polluted water into the river,
showing their commitment to
making the river pollution-
free.
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The state suffered pro-
found losses in 2024 with the
passing of two of its most
iconic figures. On December
26, former Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh, a towering
presence in India's political
landscape, passed away in
Delhi after a prolonged illness.
A proud son of Punjab, he
made history as the first Sikh
Prime Minister, leaving an
indelible mark on the nation's
economic and political trans-
formation.

Earlier in the year, in May,
the state mourned the death of
celebrated poet and Padma
Shri awardee Dr Surjit Patar.
His unparalleled contributions
to Punjabi literature and culture
resonated deeply, and his lega-
cy continues to inspire.
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As the countdown to mid-
night begins and partygoers

prepare to usher in 2025, the
Punjab Police have rolled out an
innovative and cheeky social
media campaign to ensure the
celebrations stay safe — and free
of unwanted surprises. With a
message that’s as bold as it is
clever, Punjab Police is sending
a clear warning: “If you're drink-
ing and driving, fighting on
streets, or breaking the law and
order, Punjab Police has special
offers for you.” These “offers”
include “free entry” at the City
Police Station and “special treat-
ment for lawbreakers”. It’s an
invitation no one wants —
unless you're in the mood for a
police station visit instead of
ringing in the New Year with
your loved ones.

This clever campaign,
shared across the social media
platform X on Monday, also
includes a direct call to action:
“If anyone tries to ruin your New
Year night, you can invite us by
dialing 112.” The Punjab Police
isn’t mincing words. They’ve
traded the usual stern warnings
for witty, engaging posts that
have not only caught the atten-
tion of local revelers but also
industrialist Anand Mahindra,
who praised the campaign’s cre-

ativity. “Police forces around the
country are amongst the savvi-
est & coolest users of social
media. Happy New Year to you
too, @PunjabPoliceInd!” he
posted on X, sharing Punjab
Police’s post.

But the creativity doesn’t
end there. In another post,
Punjab Police uses humour to
give partygoers an ultimatum:
“You choose: In the Bar or
Behind the Bars.” It’s a playful
nudge to remind everyone that
a good night out shouldn’t
involve jail time.

One post even references
popular films, offering a light-
hearted warning: “New Year’s
Eve pe Masti mein rehne ka.
Lekin Zara Hatke Zara Bachke
agar Animal ban kar Bawaal ya
Non Stop Dhamal machaya to
kahin aisa na ho ki 2025 ka pehla
din apni Grand Indian Family ki
bajaye Punjab Police ke saath
manana pade.” (Enjoy yourself
on New Year’s Eve, but if you
turn into an animal and create
chaos, you might end up spend-
ing the first day of 2025 with
Punjab Police instead of your
family).

The beauty of this campaign
is its ability to balance humour

and seriousness. The message is
clear: have fun, but not at the
expense of public safety. The
Punjab Police are showing that
law enforcement doesn’t always
need to be a solemn affair. By
using pop culture references,
snappy slogans, and bold visu-
als, they’re reminding everyone
that the best way to ring in the
New Year is responsibly —
while leaving the lawbreaking
for the films.

A senior officer from the
Punjab Police explained the
campaign’s intent: “We wanted
to reach out to the public in a
way that feels more like a friend-
ly reminder than a warning. The
message is simple: enjoy respon-
sibly, but if things go awry,
we’re just a call away.”

These witty posts are a
reminder to partygoers: Punjab
Police are on the lookout, and
they’ve got some “special offers”
for anyone who chooses to mis-
behave. The campaign serves
not only as a warning but as an
invitation to party smart, ensur-
ing the New Year begins with
good times, not bad decisions.
After all, who really wants to
start 2025 with a visit to the
police station?
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Haryana Governor Bandaru
Dattatreya, Chief Minister

Nayab Saini, Union Minister
and BJP chief J P Nadda, SAD
leader Sukhbir Singh Badal
and others on Tuesday paid
tributes to INLD patriarch O P
Chautala, who passed away
recently. At the “shradhanjali
sabha” (condolence meeting) in
Chautala village, condolence
messages to the Chautala fam-
ily sent by President Droupadi
Murmu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Punjab
Governor Gulab Chand Kataria
were also read out.

OP Chautala, who was a
five-time chief minister, died in
Gurugram on December 20.
He was 89. Addressing the
“shradhanjali sabha”, BJP chief
and Union Health Minister JP
Nadda said the demise of Om
Prakash Chautala is not just a
matter of grief for the family,
but it is a sad moment for the

entire state. In a way, it is the
end of an era in the political
sphere, he said about Chautala’s
demise. Punjab Governor
Gulab Chand Kataria said
Chautala’s demise is an
irreparable loss for the state as
well as the entire country.

Haryana Governor

Dattatreya talked about various
steps Chautala took for
Haryana’s progress. Chief
Minister Saini described
Chautala's life as a symbol of
the struggle for the progress of
Haryana. Under his leader-
ship, the state experienced a
new era of development. He

said that Chautala was a
remarkable personality who
lived a life full of glory, guid-
ing us with his vision and ded-
ication. His firm commitment
to the welfare of society and the
state has been a source of
inspiration for all of us.
Wherever the betterment of
society was concerned,
Chautala always stepped for-
ward, contributing tirelessly to
the well-being of the people, he
added.

Shiromani Akali Dal leader
and former Punjab deputy
chief minister Sukhbir Singh
Badal said Chaudhary Devi Lal
and his family have always
been the voice of farmers, poor
and weaker sections.
“Chaudhary Devi Lal, Parkash
Singh Badal, Chaudhary
Charan Singh used to raise the
voice of farmers,” said Badal, as
he talked about deep bonds
which former deputy prime
minister Devi Lal and former
Punjab chief minister Parakash
Singh Badal had.
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Haryana Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare Minister

Shyam Singh Rana on Tuesday
released Rs 90 Crore as bonus
for drought relief for State’s
paddy farmers. After releasing
the bonus online from his
office, he held a pre-budget dis-
cussion with officers of agri-
culture, horticulture, and other
allied departments. The
Agriculture Minister directed
the officers to make compre-
hensive plans for the upcoming
budget and emphasized draft-
ing plans focused on the holis-
tic welfare of farmers. He
directed them to prioritize the
procurement of all 24 crops at
the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) fixed by the central
government.

Under immediate relief
measures, an amount of Rs
2,000 per acre has been dis-
bursed to farmers as part of the
drought relief scheme
announced by Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, amounting
to Rs. 90 crore. This initiative
aims to support paddy farmers
facing adverse climatic condi-
tions.

During the meeting, the
Minister reviewed the imple-

mentation of various govern-
ment schemes and stressed
creating awareness among
farmers about welfare initia-
tives launched by the central
and state governments.

He directed officers to pre-
sent the status report of depart-
mental commitments and
ensure timely implementation
of announced schemes. Direct
subsidy transfers for agricul-
tural equipment should be
expedited to enable farmers to
purchase machinery from the
open market, he said.

Officers of the Haryana
State Agricultural Marketing
Board were directed to enhance
facilities for farmers and
labourers in agricultural mar-
kets. The Minister urged them
to promote the National
Agriculture Market (e-NAM)
to modernize the marketing
system, enabling farmers to sell
their produce online across
India.

Rana said that village pan-
chayats taking initiatives to
prevent stubble burning will be
encouraged with cash awards.
He was apprised that strict
action is being taken against
those selling fake seeds, pesti-
cides, and fertilizers to prevent
economic losses to farmers.
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Presiding over the review
meeting of the Animal

Husbandry Department on
Tuesday, Himachal Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Tuesday  said that the
present State Government is
strengthening the rural econ-
omy by providing remunerative
prices to the milk producers.
He said that Himachal Pradesh
is the first State in the country
to introduce a minimum sup-
port price for milk procure-
ment which is the highest in
the country. He said that cow
milk is being procured at Rs. 45
per litre while buffalo milk at
Rs. 55 per litre from the farm-
ers. He said that to further bol-
ster the rural economy many
initiatives would be introduced
in the budget 2025-26.

Sukhu said that the State
Government is going to spend
Rs. 161.52 crore for establish-
ing six new milk chilling plants
and milk processing plants in
the State. He said that the State
Government is also setting up
a state-of-art fully automated
milk processing plant at
Dagwar in Kangra district with
1.50 lakh litres milk capacity
per day expandable upto 3
lakh litres per day. He said that

this plant would become oper-
ational in March, 2026 bene-
fitting the milk producers from
Kangra, Una, Hamirpur and
other neighbouring districts.
He said that till now 10 percent
work on this plant has been
completed. He directed to
expedite the construction work
of all these projects.

Sukhu directed the officers
to ensure quality milk products
to the consumers and to con-
duct a seasonal study on the
availability of milk from farm-
ers. He also asked to adopt
high-end technology in its
operation to maximize the
benefits to the farming com-
munity. He said that digitiza-
tion of milk procurement is
about to start in 8-10 societies
on a pilot basis and also direct-
ed to focus on individual milk
testing, real time data man-
agement with web and mobile
interface. He also instructed to
ensure GPS enabled route
tracking and optimization for
efficient milk transport. He
said that separate marketing of
Himachali dairy products must
be ensured to provide better
prices to the farmers for the
hard work.
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The Chief Minister also
launched the 'Har Din Sehat'
campaign and stated that this
comprehensive health aware-
ness program aims to promote
a culture of health conscious-
ness and disease prevention
among the people of Himachal
Pradesh.

Under this campaign, stu-
dents of IGMC Shimla and
Sister Nivedita Nursing College
will organise health talks at var-
ious locations to raise aware-
ness about adopting a healthy
lifestyle. These activities will be
conducted in different wards
and OPDs of IGMC Shimla as
well as public places under the
Shimla Municipal Corporation.

Sukhu emphasized that the
campaign's objectives include
preventing diseases, increasing
awareness about government
health facilities, and encour-
aging effective utilization of
government health services
and schemes. He stated that
this initiative is envisioned as
a long-term effort to make
health awareness a part of daily
life and to transform Himachal
Pradesh into a healthier and
more conscious society. The
campaign is a significant step
toward improving public health
in the state through a sustain-
able and inclusive approach.
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Shimla: Himachal Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu has
expressed grief over the demise of Veteran Journalist Kishori
Lal Sood. He passed away in Mandi district on Monday night.
He was 88. In his condolence message, the Chief Minister
expressed condolences to the bereaved family and prayed for
the peace of the departed soul.
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Chandigarh: Narnaul in Haryana was the coldest place in
Haryana on Tuesday as biting cold weather conditions contin-
ued to prevail at many places in the state and neighbouring
Punjab. Chandigarh, the common capital of the two states, reg-
istered a minimum temperature of 9.4 degrees Celsius.
According to the Meteorological office here, Narnaul’s minimum
settled two notches below normal at 4.5 degrees Celsius. Among
other places in Haryana, Hisar also experienced a cold night at
6.8 degrees. Bhiwani and Sirsa, too, braved the chill recording
respective minimum temperatures of 6.7 and 7.4 degrees. Ambala
recorded a low of 9.1 degrees. In Punjab, Bathinda was the cold-
est place in the state recording a minimum temperature of 5
degrees Celsius. Sangrur also experienced a cold night at 5.3
degrees while Faridkot recorded a low of 6 degrees Celsius.
Ludhiana, Patiala and Amritsar recorded respective minimum
temperatures of 7.4, 8.9 and 9 degrees Celsius.
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Chandigarh: Former Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda
on Tuesday said that the people of Haryana are being looted in
the name of toll tax as he pointed out that in many cases, toll
tax continues even after companies have recovered many times
more than the investment made. Giving the example of Ghaggar
toll plaza, Hooda said the cost of road construction is Rs 2747
crore and the collection is Rs 4489 crore, yet the toll is not being
closed. Thousands of crores of rupees are being looted from the
people of Haryana in the name of toll in this way, he alleged.
Senior Congress leader said the latest information revealed
through RTI has made it clear that in collusion with the BJP
government, companies are making profits many times more
than the cost in the name of toll tax. Hooda said a total of 57
toll plazas in Haryana are engaged in collection today. The time
period of tax collection of Ghaggar and Gharaunda toll has
ended. The companies have earned much more profit from here
than the cost. Despite this, the collection of crores of rupees from
the general public continues, he added.
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Chandigarh: While taking stern action against two officials of
Revenue Department for negligence in their duties, Haryana
Revenue Minister Vipul Goel on Tuesday suspended two Naib
Tehsildars with immediate effect. The suspended officials include
Amit Kumar Yadav, Naib Tehsildar of Kadipur in Gurugram
district, and Raghubir Singh, Naib Tehsildar of Satnali in
Mahendergarh district. Goel said that directions have been given
to all Tehsildars and Naib Tehsildars across the state to priori-
tize their work to ensure that the public does not face any incon-
venience. He emphasized that strict action would be taken against
those found negligent in their duties.
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Chandigarh: Sainik School Kunjpura, Karnal, has invited online
applications for admission to Classes VI and IX for the 2025–2026
academic session. Eligible students can apply online at
(http://www.exam.nta.ac.in/aissee/) by January 13, 2025.
Sharing information in this regard an official spokesperson said
that the admissions are based on an entrance exam for Class
VI and Class IX. The final number of available seats will depend
on the status of pass-out and enrolled students. The entrance
exam for Class VI will be a 300-mark exam covering
Mathematics, General Knowledge, Language, and Intelligence.
For Class IX, the 400-mark exam will include Mathematics,
English, Science, Social Studies, and Intelligence. Interested can-
didates may visit the official website for further details. onary
fund as a token of appreciation for Sanya's extraordinary feat.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Health Minister Arti Singh Rao on
Tuesday said that the campaign to eliminate TB from the state
will run till March 25, 2025, and the target has been set to elim-
inate TB in one year by December 2025. The Minister called
upon the people to cooperate in the TB Eradication Campaign.
Rao said that the 100-day TB Mukt Campaign has been launched
at the state level from December 7, 2024. She said that the pre-
sent state government has set a target to eliminate TB from the
state by December 2025. The Minister informed that during this
campaign, the team of the Health Department is identifying TB
patients by going to every city and village in every district. In
this, the patients diagnosed with TB are being provided tests
and medicines free of cost under the government scheme. The
Health Minister said that the Department is making dedicat-
ed efforts to realize Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini's vision
of TB-Mukt Haryana. She said that the medical officers of the
state should not consider this campaign as just a duty but should
work with full commitment.
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Chandigarh: The Governor of Punjab and Administrator, UT
Chandigarh Gulab Chand Kataria on Tuesday extended his warm
greetings to the people of Punjab and Chandigarh on the eve
of the New Year . He urged everyone to welcome the coming
year with renewed hope, determination, and a shared com-
mitment to progress and prosperity. In his message, the Governor
outlined his aspirations for 2025, emphasizing the need to make
Punjab a “Nasha Mukt” state through collective efforts to erad-
icate substance abuse. He also underlined the importance of qual-
ity education, expressing his vision to achieve NAAC accredi-
tation for all colleges in Punjab, ensuring a brighter future for
the youth.
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I, hitherto known as 

Rachna Bhatia Wife of Rajeev 

Bhatia residing at H.No.11, 

Gali Banke Bihari Wali, Batala 

Road, Vishal Vihar, District 

Amritsar-143001 Punjab have 

changed my name and Shall 

hereafter be known as 

Ranjana Bhatia 

I, Narinder Mehra S/o 

Sat Paul Mehra R/o 1647, 

Street Khem Singh Quilla 

Bhangian Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Narinder Mehra to Narinder 

Kumar Mehra 

I, Rajwinder Kaur W/o 

Joginder Singh R/o Village 

Burj Nau Abad, Tehsil Majitha 

District Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Rajwinder Kaur to Rajbir Kaur 

I, Baljit Singh S/o 

Gurbachan Singh R/o 

H.No.37, Max City, Gali 

No.10, Airport Road, 

Sahibzada Jujhar Singh 

Avenue, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Baljit 

Singh to Baljeet Singh 

I, Patel Anjuben Spouse 

of No.14940949P L/Nk Patel 

Vihabhai Kalabhai R/o 

Patelavas, Narana, 

Banaskantha, Gujarat-385330 

now at 15 Mech Inf C/o 56 

Apo have changed my name 

from Patel Anjuben to Patel 

Anjuben Vihabhai Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB93139205846399W 

Dt.31.12.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Sakthivel Palanisamy 

Son of No.6494306X Hav 

Palani Samy S R/o 66, 

Pillaiyar Kovil Street, Anaicut 

Taluk, Erayangadu District 

Vellore, Tamil Nadu-632104 

have changed my name from 

Sakthivel Palanisamy to 

Sakthivel P Vide Affidavit 

No.IN-PB93140074085566W 

Dt.31.12.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar  

I, Sonika W/o Rajesh 

Kumar, H.No 417, Preet 

Nagar, Nangal (Rupnagar) 

have  changed my name from 

Sonika Thakur to Sonika after 

marriage  

I, Sanjeev Kumar 

resident D-571,Street Number 

2, New Abadi Sultan Pura 

Maan Nagar Fazilka district 

Fazilka have changed my 

name to  Sanjeev Gandhi. In 

future I shall be known as  

Sanjeev Gandhi.  

I, Menka wife of Sanjeev 

Gandhi, D-571, Street 

Number 2, New Abadi Sultan 

Pura Maan Nagar Fazilka 

District Fazilka have changed 

my name to Menka Gandhi. In 

future I shall be known as  

Menka Gandhi. 

I, Mohammad Jameel 

S/o Saleem Mohammad, 

Raikot Road, Malerkotla, have 

changed name to Mohd 

Jameel  

I, Yash Pal S/o Baldev 

Kumar Sharma R/o # 156   

Sector 20-A Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Yash 

Pal Sharma. 

I, Pooja Aggarwal W/o 

Pardeep Kumar R/o House 

No. 1142, Urban Estate-II, 

Hisar, Haryana declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Pooja Gupta to Pooja 

Aggarwal for all future 

purposes.  

I, Mohit Kumar S/o 

Parveen Kumar R/o House 

No. 133/A, Kunj Lal Garden, 

Near Shanti Nagar, Hisar-

125001, Haryana declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Mohit to Mohit Kumar for all 

future purposes.  

I, Ankit Kumar S/o 

Dinesh Kumar Sah R/o Ward 

11  Near Hanuman Mandir, 

VPO Satrod Khurd, Tehsil & 

Distt. Hisar declare that I have 

changed my name from Ankit 

Kumar to Aniket Kumar for all 

future purposes.  

I, Jagmahander Singh 

S/o Sh. Telu Ram R/o Gali No. 

8B Model Town Surya Nagar 

Hisar, Tehsil & Distt. Hisar 

declare that I have changed 

the name of my minor son 

from Jayank to Jayank Chahal 

for all future purposes.  

I, Dara Singh S/o Satpal 

R/o Ward 12, Barwa (Bhiwani) 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Dara Singh to 

Anand for all future purposes.  

I Hitherto Known As Nitin 

S/O Hariom Residing At 

Adrash Tailor, Railway Road, 

Nawana, Jind, Haryana-

126116 Have Changed My 

Name And I Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Nitin Kainth. It Is 

Certified That I Have 

Complied With Other Legal 

Requirements In This 

Connection. 

I, Renu W/o Sunil 

Manchanda R/o H No 

818/18, Ghani Pura Rohtak-

124001 declare That I have 

changed my name from Renu 

Bala to Renu for all future 

purposes. 

I, Dhriti D/o Rahul Arora 

R/o H.no. 350, Lajpat Nagar, 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name from Dhriti to Dhriti 

Arora. 

I Veena W/o Rajiv R/o # 

45 Dalipgarh, Near Chungi 

N.13 Ambala Cantt that I 

have changed my name from  

Reena Alesi  Veena TO 

Veena  Concerned note 

I Jishan S/o Mohammad 

Salim R/o H.no. 550 Ward 

No. 13 Behind Power House 

Old Hamida Yamunanagar 

Tehsil Jagadhri Distt. 

Yamunanagar that I have 

changed my name from 

Jishan to Jishan Ahmed . 

Concerned note 

I Tushar S/o Surinder 

Mohan R/o H.No- 1080, 

Sector-8, Housing Board  

Colony Ambala City, 134003  

have changed my name from 

Tushar to Tushar  Monga 

I, Virender  S/o Sh. S.C. 

Aggarwal resident of H. No-

911, Sector-17, HUDA, 

Jagadhri, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt. Yamuna Nagar, 

135003, I have change my 

name from Virender to 

Virender Aggarwal. All 

Concerned note. 

I, Darshana W/o Bhoop 

Singh R/o Village Helwa, P.O. 

Seonsar, Tehsil Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra, have changed 

My Given name Darshna 

Surname Devi. 

I, Dharmo W/o Mehar 

Singh Vill. Kaul Distt Kaithal 

Have Changed My Name 

Dharmo Devi To Dharmo 

I, Vinod Ahuja S/o Late 

Sh. Jagdish Lal, R/o House 

No. F-203, 2nd Floor Wave 

Garden, Sec-85, Mohali, 

declare that I have change 

my name from Vinod Kumar 

to Vinod Ahuja.    

I, Sennammal 

Govindharaj is legally Mother 

of Service No. 16127230P 

Rank: Nk. Name: 

Chinnasamy G, residing at 

Village Kottavur Post 

Kammampalli, Taluk 

Krishnagiri, Distt. Krishnagiri 

(State) Tamil Nadu Pin- 

635120, have changed my 

name from Chennammal to 

Sennammal Govindharaj. 

I, Govindharaj 

Chinnagovindan is legally 

Father of Service No. 

16127230P Rank: Nk. Name: 

Chinnasamy G, residing at 

Village Kottavur Post 

Kammampalli, Taluk 

Krishnagiri, Distt. Krishnagiri 

(State) Tamil Nadu Pin- 

635120, have changed my 

name from Govindaraj to 

Govindharaj 

Chinnagovindan. 

I, Syed Khasim is legally 

Father of Service No. 

15326374Y Rank: CHM 

Name: Khasim Vali Syed 

residing at Village Chatti 

Reddy Pali, Post 

Kongalaveedu, Taluk 

Giddalur, Distt. Prakasam 

(State) Andhra Pradesh Pin- 

523357, have changed my 

name from Khasim to Syed 

Khasim. 

I, Sunitha A is legally 

Wife of Service No. 

15334418A Rank: Hav. 

Name: M Amareshan, 

residing at Village Ellapalle 

Post B Narasingarayani 

Pettah, Taluk 

Gangadharanellore, Distt. 

Chittoor (State) Andhra 

Pradessh Pin- 517419, have 

changed my name from 

Sunitha M R to Sunitha A. 

I, H.S. Sindhu S/o 

Hazara Singh R/o House No. 

523, Village Ramgarh,  

District SAS Nagar, Mohali, 

Punjab have changed my 

name from  H.S. Sindhu to 

Hardeep Singh Sidhu. 

I, Kavleen Kaur 

Sachdeva D/o Harpreet 

Singh Sachdeva R/o Flat No. 

100, Tower-B, 8th Floor, 

Golden Tone Society, Sector 

-80, SAS Nagar, Mohali, 

Punjab have changed my 

name from  Kavleen Kaur 

Sachdeva to Kavleen 

Sachdeva. 

I, Amarpreet Sachdeva 

W/o Harpreet Singh 

Sachdeva R/o Flat No. 100, 

Tower- B, 8th Floor, Golden 

Tone Society, Sector -80, 

SAS Nagar, Mohali, Punjab 

have changed my name from  

Amarpreet Sachdeva to 

Amarpreet Kaur Sachdeva. 

I, Updesh Taank S/o 

Rakesh R/o  596/20, Gandhi 

Colony, Near Madan Hospital, 

Panipat  have changed my 

name from Updesh S/o 

Rakesh Taank to Updesh 

Taank S/o Rakesh for all 

future purposes. 

I Hitherto Known As 

Jasreet Kaur Wife Of 

Gurpinder Singh Resident Of 

Vill Chak Jawahar Singh Wala 

Po Sohangarh Thakkran 

Teshil And Distt Sri Muktsar 

Sahib -152022, Punjab, Inida 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Jasreet Kaur Sidhu. 

It is brought to Notice that 

Sukhpreet Singh @ 

Sukhpreet Singh Dhaliwal R/o 

Village Bahawalpur Tehsil Zira 

Distt. Ferozepur (Pb) has 

been changed the name 

Sukhpreet Singh to 

Sukhpreet Singh Dhaliwal. 

Please in future Consider the 

Sukhpreet Singh Dhaliwal. If 

Anybody having objection 

regarding mention fact in this 

notice may respond. 

I, No. 15734554K Rank 

NK Name Mutteppa M 

Bhumannavar S/o Sh. Maruti 

R/o Ganeshawadi, Belgaum, 

Karnataka, declare that my 

minor son’s name mentioned 

incorrect as Vedaant in my 

service record. His Correct 

name is Vedaant Mutteppa 

Bhumannavar. Concern 

Please Note 

I, No. 15714102A, Rank 

NK Name Raju Koli S/o Sh. 

Nagender R/o H.No.124/1, 

Ganapat Gali, Uchagaon, 

Hekkeri Belagavi, Karnataka 

declare that my wife name 

mentioned incorrect as Koli 

Seema Raju in my service 

record. Her correct name is 

Seema Raju Koli. Concern 

Please note. 

I, Ashwani Kumar Arora 

S/o. Krishan lal R/o. 62, Royal 

Enclave, near Friends Colony, 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name to Ashwani Kumar. 

Please note. 

I Surjeet Singh S/O 

Balwant Singh R/O Vill. 

Daulatpura Ucha, Distt. Moga 

Have Changed My Name To 

Surjit Singh Virk. 

I Manjit Singh S/O 

Nirmal Singh R/O Vpo. 

Palahi, Tehsil Phagwara, 

District Kapurthala Have 

Changed My Name From 

Manjit Singh To Manjeet 

Singh. 

I Pritpal W/O Gurshinder 

Singh R/O 52, Vpo. Rehana 

Jattan, Tehsil Phagwara, 

District Kapurthala Have 

Changed My Name From 

Pritpal To Pritpal Kaur. 

I Gurcharan Singh Sidhu 

S/O Kartar Singh R/O Burj 

Tharor Distt. Bathinda Have 

Changed My Minor Son’s 

Name Jasman Singh Sidhu 

To Jasman Singh. 

I Udham Singh Sahota 

S/O Resham Singh R/O Surjit 

Nagar, Bhagta Bhai Ka Distt. 

Btahinda Have Changed My 

Name To Udham Singh. 

I Keshav Bagga S/O 

Sham Charan R/O H.No.-

3946, St.No.-4, Kailash Nagar 

Road, Gagandeep Colony 

Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To 

Keshav. 

I Sham Charan Bagga 

S/O Ramesh Kumar R/O 

H.No.-3946, St.No.-4, Kailash 

Nagar Road, Gagandeep 

Colony Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Sham 

Charan. 

I Gauri W/O Sham 

Charan R/O H.No.-3946, 

St.No.-4, Kailash Nagar 

Road, Gagandeep Colony 

Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Gori. 

I Manjit Kaur Sandhu 

W/O Hari Singh R/O Vpo. 

Fatehgarh Korotana Distt. 

Moga Have Changed My 

Name To Manjit Kaur. 

I Shaminder Singh S/O 

Veer Singh R/O Patti Ene Vill. 

Ghal Kalan Distt. Moga Have 

Changed My Name To 

Shaminder Singh Brar.   

I Rajwinder Kaur Rehal 

W/O Paramjit Singh R/O Vpo. 

Kadiana, Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My 

Name To Rajwinder Kaur. 

I, Amarjit Singh Dhanju 

S/o Sucha Singh R/o Behak 

Fattu (Ferozepur) have 

changed my name to Amarjit 

Singh. 

I, Balwinder Kaur 

Dhanju W/o Amarjit Singh R/o 

Behak Fattu (Ferozepur) 

have changed my name to 

Balwinder Kaur. 

I Nirmel Singh S/O Amrik 

Singh R/O Vill Koharaka Teh 

& Distt Tarn Taran Punjab 

Declare That I Have Changed 

My Name To Nirmal Singh. 

I, Bhupinder Singh 

Grewal S/o Jagan Singh R/o 

Village Mehta, Distt. Bathinda 

have changed my name to 

Bhupinder Singh. 

I Amarjit kaur W/o 

Darshan Singh R/O Moffar, 

Teh. Sardulgarh, Dist. Mansa 

have changed my name 

Amarjit kaur to Amarjeet Kaur. 

I, Rajvir Kaur W/o 

Gaurav Kalia R/o H.No. 1/691, 

Shivalik Enclave Banjar Bagh 

Distt. Hoshiarpur have 

changed my name to Kalia 

Rajvir. Kalia is my Surname & 

Rajvir is my Given Name. 

I Bhupinder Singh 

Mahey S/O Karamjit Singh 

Vpo Sudhar (Ludhiana) Have 

Changed My   Name To 

Bhupinder Singh. 

I, Binder Kaur W/o Late: 

Satpal Singh R/o Raikot 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Baljinder Kaur. 

I Anita Alias Ania Mohana 

Alias Anita Mohana D/o 

Inderjeet Mahana and W/o 

Joney Arora R/o House No-

814, Basant City, EXT-1, NR 

Raja Dairy,Tharike, Ludhiana, 

Punjab - 142021, have 

changed my name to Anita 

Arora. 

I, Lachhman Singh S/o 

Gurdeep Singh R/o Village 

Dialpura Tehsil Patti District 

Tarn Taran have changed my 

name from Lachhman Singh 

to Lachman Singh. 

I, Ramandeep Kaur Bath 

W/o Gagandeep Singh 

Sandhu R/o Near Radha 

Swami Dera, Makhu, Teh-

Zira, Distt Ferozepur have 

changed my name to 

Ramandeep Kaur Sandhu 

after marriage. 

I Surjit Kaur Wife Of 

Major Singh Muttiar Resident 

Of House No. 2208 Kacha 

Bhagsar Road Sri Muktsar 

Sahib Have Changed My 

Name To Surjit Kaur Muttiar. 

I Major Singh Son Of 

Mukhtiar Singh Resident Of 

House No. 2208 Kacha 

Bhagsar Road Sri Muktsar 

Sahib Have Changed My 

Name To Major Singh Muttiar. 

I, Upasna W/O Sachin 

Chanana R/O House No. 79, 

Back Side Anand Palace, 

Dashmesh Nagar, Ferozepur 

City Have Changed My Name 

To Upasna Channa. 

I Harish Kumar S/O 

Sohan Lal Madaan R/O 

Kucha Surjan Mal Inside 

Kasuri Gate Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name Harish 

Madaan. 

I Megha W/O Armandeep 

Singh Thind R/O Ward No 4 

Near Sikh Kanya School O/S 

Kasuri Gate Ferozepur City 

Have Changed My Name 

Megha Thind. 

I Harshit Gupta S/O Yash 

Bhushan Gupta R/O #37, 

Rose Avenue, Ferozepur City, 

Punjab-152002 Have 

Changed My Name From 

Harshit To Harshit Gupta. 

I Seema Gupta W/O 

Yash Bhushan Gupta R/O 

#37, Rose Avenue, Ferozepur 

City, Punjab-152002 Have 

Changed My Name From 

Seema To Seema Gupta. 

I Yash Bhushan Gupta 

S/O Kishan Chand Gupta R/O 

#37, Rose Avenue, Ferozepur 

City, Punjab-152002 Have 

Changed My Name From 

Yash Bhushan To Yash 

Bhushan Gupta. 

I Dinesh Kumar S/O 

Mohan Lal R/O Wool Bazar 

Fazilka Have Changed My 

Name Dinesh Bhusari To 

Dinesh Kumar. 

I, Ruby Kumari Legally 

Spouse Of No.15176177H 

Hav (Gnr) Deepak Kumar 

Kasyap Unit Address 330 Fd 

Regt C/O 99 Apo, Pin 926330, 

Residing At At Village Simra 

Jamshed, Post Bhadwa 

Bazar, Tehsil Rafiganj, Distt. 

Aurangabad, State Bihar, 

Pin824122 Have Changed My 

Name From Ruby Devi To 

Ruby Kumari Vide Affidavit 

Dated 31 December 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, No.15176177H Hav 

(Gnr) Deepak Kumar Kasyap 

Unit Address 330 Fd Regt C/O 

99 Apo, Pin 926330, Residing 

At Village Simra Jamshed, 

Post Bhadwa Bazar, Tehsil 

Rafiganj, Distt. Aurangabad, 

State Bihar, Pin 824122 Have 

Changed My Minor Daughter 

Name From Anukrity Gunja To 

Anukriti Gunja Vide Affidavit 

Dated 31 December 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, No.15176177H Hav 

(Gnr) Deepak Kumar Kasyap 

Unit Address 330 Fd Regt C/O 

99 Apo, Pin 926330, Residing 

At At Village Simra Jamshed, 

Post Bhadwa Bazar, Tehsil 

Rafiganj, Distt. Aurangabad, 

State Bihar, Pin 824122 Have 

Changed My Minor Son Name 

From Priyanshu Kumar Kasyap 

To Priyanshu Kumar Kashyap 

Vide Affidavit Dated 31 

December 2024 Before At 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Army No. 2702038F 

Rank Nk Name A Karmagam, 

Unit Of 2 Grenadiers Residing 

At Mela Street Sathangudi (Po) 

Tirumangalam (Tk) Madurai 

(Dt) Tamilnadu (St) Pin Code 

625706 Have Changed My 

Minor Daughter Name From 

Yuviamrisha To K Yuviamrisha 

Vide Affidavit Dated 31 

December 2024 Before At 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, JC-858628P, Rank 

Nb/Sub, Name Bakraniya 

Dipen Pradipbhai Unit Of 408 

Gun Msl Regt C/O 56 Apo, 

Mathura Residing At Chhaya 

Panchayat Chowki, Dipmena, 

Near Birla Pata, Probandar, 

(Gujarat), 360575 Have 

Changed My Daughter Name In 

All Documents From Hrishik To 

Hrishik Dipen Bakraniya Vide 

Affidavit Dated 31 December 

2024 Before At Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Munni Devi Is Legally 

Wife Of JC-289775F, Rank 

Sub(Ds), Name Surender 

Kumar Unit Of 228 Fd Regt. Co 

56 Apo, Ferozepur Cantt, 

Residing At Kheri Damkan (63), 

Sonipat. (Haryana) 131301 

Have Changed My Name From 

Munni Devi To Munny Devi Vide 

Affidavit Dated 31 December 

2024 Before At Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Army No. 16114657A 

Rank Hav Name Ravi 

Garikapati Of Unit 20 Engr 

Regt. C/O 56 Apo, Pin-914020, 

Have Changed My Son Name 

From Sri Harsha Garikapati To 

Garikapati Sri Harsha Vide 

Affidavit Notary Ferozepur. 

I Army No. 15330363K 

Rank Hav Name 

Hemantakumar Paila Of Unit 20 

Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo, Pin-

914020, Have Changed My 

Wife Name From Girija P To 

Paila Girija Vide Affidavit Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Uma Masih S/O Hazara 

Masih R/O Village Hayat Nagar 

Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur, Punjab, 

143521, India. Have Changed 

My Name From Uma Masih To 

Oma Masih. 

I, Singh Harpal S/O 

Mehinga Singh R/O New Abadi, 

Koti Sainian, Tehsil/Distt- 

Gurdaspur. Declare That In My 

Passport No. W6752450 My 

Name Written As Harpal Singh. 

Now I Have Changed My Given 

Name Is Harpal And Surname Is 

Singh. 

I, Manjinder Kaur W/O 

Lovepreet Singh R/O Vill- 

Bajurgwal, Po- Ghuman Kalan, 

Distt- Gurdaspur, Pin Code 

143518, Punjab, India. Declare 

That My Given Name As 

Manjinder And My Surname As 

Kaur. 

I, Savitri Devi Mishra 

mother of No. 15794021L Rank 

Hav Name Ravishankar Mishra 

presently residing at Vill – 

Satohari, PO – Chakdour, Tehsil 

– Rampur Naikin, Dist – Sidhi, 

State – Madhya Pradesh, PIN - 

486771, have changed my 

name from Savitri Devi Mishra to 

Savitri Mishra vide affidavit No. 

IN-PB92567104629848W 

Dated 27-12-2024 before Notary 

Public Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Sonali Subhash Tayade is 

legally wedded spouse of  No. 

4584991H Rank Sep Name 

Tayade Subhash Prakash 

presently residing at VPO – 

Balapur,  Tehsil – Balapur, Dist – 

Akola, State – Maharashtra,  PIN-

444001, have changed  my 

name from Sonali Vinayak Gawai  

to  Sonali Subhash Tayade vide 

Affidavit No. IN-

PB93181167536742W Dated 

31-12-2024 before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I Manmohan S/o Sh. Shanti 

Parkash Sethi R/o House no 

1438/1, Sector-29B, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Manmohan to Manmohan Sethi 

I, Sonali spouse of Sanjib 

Sarkar resident of Village- 

Kulgachi, Post- Kulgachi, Tehsil- 

Krishnagar, District- Nadia, State- 

West Bengal, Pin-741161, have 

changed my name from Sonali to 

Sonali Sarkar Howladar Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB91277001220410W dated 23 

Dec 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Sanjib Sarkar resident of 

Village- Kulgachi, Post- Kulgachi, 

Tehsil- Krishnagar, District- Nadia, 

State- West Bengal, Pin-741161, 

have changed my Mother name 

from Rekha Rani Sarkar to 

Rekharni Sarkar Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB912780446003764W 

dated 23 Dec 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Sanjana D/o Tarshem 

Chand R/o H. No. 366/24, Near 

Kath Mandi, Sharma Nagar, Jind 

Teh. and Distt. Jind Have 

Changed My Name From 

Sanjana To Sanjana Garg. 

I, Kamalpreet Singh Mundi 

S/o Sukhwinder Singh resident of 

Village Haripur, Tehsil and District 

Rupnagar have changed my 

name to Kamalpreet Singh. 

I Rani Kumari Spouse Of 

Army No 15417990m, Rank Hav 

Name Rajeev Kumar, Unit 167 

Mh C/O 56 Apo Resident At 

Village - Ramdauli Ganj, P/O 

Bidupur Bazar District - Vaishali, 

State - Bihar , Pin - 844503 

Declared That I Have Changed 

My Name From Rani To Rani 

Kumari As Per Affidavit Dated 30-

12-2024 Sworn Before Notary 

Public Satpal, Pathankot. Pl 

Correct It. 

I, Leela Devi W/o Lateh 

Vedpal R/o H.No.906, Sector 40-

A,Chandigarh declare that Leela 

Devi and Leela Wati is one and 

the same person. 

Atharva Abhay Poundarik 

S/o Abhay Poundarik R/o H.No. 

19, Ashutosh Park, Behind 

Rameshwar School, Gotri Road, 

Vadodara, TB Sanatorium, 

Gujarat, 390021 declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Atharva Abhay Poundarik to 

Atharva Poundarik. 

I, Ram Niwas Is Father Of 

Army No: Jc-343236f Rank-Sub 

Name- Bhagat Singh Presently 

Posted At Unit: 62 Engr Regt C/O 

56 Apo Permanent Address: 201, 

Noorgarh, Noorgarh, 

Nurgarh(12), Po: Noorgarh, Dist: 

Gurgaon, Haryana 122504 

Declare That I Have Changed My 

Name From Ram Niwas To 

Ramniwas And Also Correct My 

Date Of Birth From 01/07/1956 To 

01/04/1955. Vide Affidavit No-

48aa 901196, Dated: 31-12-24 

I, Parmila Devi Am Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of Army No: Jc-

343236f Rank-Sub Name- 

Bhagat Singh Presently Posted At 

Unit: 62 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo 

Permanent Address: 201, 

Noorgarh, Noorgarh, 

Nurgarh(12), Po: Noorgarh, Dist: 

Gurgaon, Haryana 122504 

Declare That I Have Changed My 

Name From Parmila Devi To 

Pramila Devi. Vide Affidavit No-

48aa 901300, Dated: 31-12-24 

I, Ranu Rathor  Is  Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of Army No-

18010040k Rank-Nk Name-Ram 

Prasad Presently Posted At Unit: 

57 Engr  Regt C/O 56 Apo  

Permanent Address: Billod 

Darwaja Nahargarh, Nahargarh, 

Mandsaur, Madhya Pradesh-

458558 Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From Ranu 

Rathor To Ranu Rathore. Vide 

Affidavit No-48aa 901298, Dated: 

31-12-24 

We, Jugwant Singh Malik 

S/o Sh. Attar Singh & Smt. Sunita 

Chaudhary w/o Sh. Jugwant 

Singh Malik, both residents of Flat 

No. 1502, Tower 4B, Sun City 

Parikrama, Sector-20, Panchkula, 

Tehsil & Distt. Panchkula Haryana 

declare that our son Rahul Rahul 

and our Daughter-in-law Simpy is 

not in our Control. We disown our 

Son and his wife from our 

Movable and immovable 

Properties. Anybody dealing with 

them will be solely responsible for 

his legal and illegal Activities. We 

and any of our family member 

have nothing to do with him. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

SJVN signs MoU with Govt. of Bihar for 1000 

MW Hathidah Durgawati PSP 

Shimla: SJVN signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with Govt of Bihar in Patna for development of 1000 

MW Hathidah Durgawati Pumped Storage Project and other 

PSPs in the state of Bihar. Sh. Vijay Kumar Sinha, Hon’ble 

Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar, Sh. Bijendra Prasad Yadav, 

Minister of Energy and Planning & Development Department, 

Sh. Nitish Mishra, Minister of Industries and Tourism, 

Government of Bihar and Sh. Raj Kumar Chaudhary, CMD, 

SJVN along with other senior officials were present during the 

MoU signing. 

The MoU was signed by Sh. Mukesh Kumar Sharma, General 

Manager, BDE, SJVN and Smt. Bandana Preyashi, IAS 

(Secretary), Department of Industries, Govt. of Bihar, Patna. 

The PSPs development in the state of Bihar will create direct 

and indirect employment to 5000 persons and investment of 

about ₹10,000 crore. 

SJVN Bids farewell to Sh. Akhileshwar Singh, 

Director (Finance) 

Shimla:  SJVN, bid a warm farewell to Sh. Akhileshwar Singh, 

Director (Finance), in a function held at its Corporate 

Headquarters, Shimla. The event was graced by Sh. Ajay 

Kumar Sharma, Director (Personnel), Sh. Chandra Shekhar 

Yadav, ED(HR), along with senior officials and employees of 

SJVN family, who conveyed their best wishes to Sh. 

Akhileshwar Singh for his future endeavors. 

Sh. Akhileshwar Singh began his career in Hindustan Paper 

Corporation Limited and later joined SJVN as Sr. Officer 

(Finance) in 1993. On 6 January 2020, Sh. Singh assumed the 

charge of Director (Finance). During his tenure as Director 

(Finance) SJVN experienced unprecedented growth in its 

CapEx. Furthermore, Sh. Singh’s strong grasp of SEBI 

regulations and market analysis significantly boosted SJVN’s 

share price from ₹24.09 in 2019 to ₹170 in 2024. 

Wishing You a Prosperous New Year! From 

Bank of Maharashtra, Chandigarh Zone 

As we welcome 2025, we are delighted to share a special 

milestone with you—Bank of Maharashtra proudly celebrates 

90 years of service and trust. We extend our heartfelt gratitude 

to our customers, patrons, employees, and well-wishers who 

have been an integral part of this incredible journey For nine 

decades, we have remained committed to being your trusted 

partner in every step of your financial journey. Whether it's 

managing your savings, planning for the future, or achieving 

your financial aspirations, we are here to provide innovative 

solutions and personalized services to meet your needs. 

In this landmark year, we reaffirm our dedication to bringing 

you even more seamless and efficient banking services. 

Together, let us achieve new milestones and continue to grow 

stronger. We wish you and your loved ones a year filled with 

joy, success, prosperity, and good health. Let us step into 2025 

with renewed energy and shared aspirations. 

 

Himachal Pradesh State Electricity Board 

Limited 

Shimla: Himachal Pradesh State 

Electricity Board Limited is 

continuously making efforts to 

improve its financial   health  

through its various initiatives. In 

one such efforts, the Himachal 

Pradesh State Electricity Board 

Limited has decided that the 

financial condition of the 

electricity board can be further 

strengthened by setting up of grid 

-connected solar PV plants , both 

ground mounted and roof top on HPSEBL owned land and non 

–residential buildings  on  vacant sites under the HPSEBL. A 

proposal to this effect was approved in the meeting of the  

Whole Time Directors of the Electricity Board held here  today 

at board headquarter vidyut Bhawan Shimla under the 

chairmanship of Shri. Sandeep Kumar Managing Director of the 

HPSEB Ltd. According to this proposal, the  HPSEB Ltd.  will 

earn money by producing ground mounted and roof top solar 

energy on the vacant lands under its various electricity circles 

and divisional offices under RESCO model. Under the RESCO 

model,  HPSEB Ltd will  not spend cost for the installation, 

maintenance and financial management of the solar plants and 

will get power on cheaper rates in exchange of its vacant land. 

To get 19 MW of the first phase, sites have been selected in the 

vacant lands under the  HPSEB ltd ‘s  offices of Generation and 

ES wing   located in Kullu, Kangra, Mandi, Sirmaur, Solan and  

Hamirpur Districts. The Board of Directors has also approved 

the bidding process for the purpose ,so that this production 

capacity can be achieved as soon as possible.  

USP

The Pioneer does not take 

responsibility for the contents 

for the advertisement (Display / 

Classified) carried in this 

newspaper. The Paper does 

not endorse the same. Readers 

are requested to verify the 

content on their own. 
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(Complaint - 138 Negotiable 

Instrument Act)  

IN THE COURT OF  

Ms. JASLEEN NARANG 

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class, 

Ludhiana

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK   

V/S

GURMEET SINGH 

CNR No.:PBLD03-014215-2023

COMA/3836/2023

NEXT DATE: 13-02-2025

1) GURMEET SINGH Address- 

SON OF PREETAM SINGH PROP 

FOR HEMKUNT TEMPO 

TRANSPORT HOUSE NO.4-9 TC 

4 NEW DELHI MOTI NAGAR, 

NEW DELHI-110021 

WHEREAS IT HAS BEEN 

PROVED TO THE SATISFACTION 

OF THIS COURT THAT YOU THE 

ACCUSED ABOVE NAMED 

CANNOT BE SERVED IN THE 

ORDINARY WAY OF SERVICE. 

HENCE THIS PROCLAMATION 

UNDER SECTION 82 CRPC IS 

HEREBY ISSUED AGAINST YOU 

WITH A DIRECTION THAT YOU 

SHOULD APPEAR PERSONALLY 

BEFORE THE COURT ON 

13-02-2025 AT 10:00 A.M OR 

WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM THE 

DATE OF PUBI4CATION OF THIS 

PROCLAMATION. TAKE NOTICE 

THAT, IN DEFAULT OF YOUR 

PART TO APPEAR AS DIRECTED 

ABOVE THE ABOVE SAID CASE 

WILL BE HEARD AND 

DETERMINED AS PER LAW, IN 

YOUR ABSENCE. GIVEN UNDER 

MY HAND SEAL OF THE COURT  

For details log on

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=

district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana

Judicial Magistrate - 1st Class 

Ludhiana

Dated, this day of 16-12-2024 

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF  

Ekta Sahota Additional Civil 

Judge (Senior Division), Nakodar 

WILSON MASIH 

Vs.

SUJANA BIKAR 

CNR No.:PBJLA0-000353-2024

Next Date:-30-01-2025

PURPOSE: APPEARANCE

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

SUJANA BIKAR DAUGTHER OF 

BIKAR MASIH, RESIDENT OF 

VILLAGE HERAN, TEHSIL 

NAKODAR, DISTT. JALANDHAR 

In above tiled case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that defendant 

(s) /respondent (s) should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

30-01-2025 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=

district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Additional Civil Judge

(Senior Division), Nakodar 

Dated, this day of 09-12-2024 

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF  

Sh. Supinder Singh Civil

Judge (Junior Division), Ludhiana 

SHAMSHER SINGH 

Vs.

KAMALJEET KAUR MAND 

CNR No.:PBJL02-011740-2023

Next Date:-04-02-2025

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 01.

KAMALJEET KAUR MAND 

SPOUSE:- SH. GAGANGIAN 

DEEP RESIDENT OF HOUSE 

NO.821-G, SHAHEED BHAGAT 

SINGH NAGAR, PAKHOWAL 

ROAD, LUDHIANA 03. 

GAGANGIAN DEEP SINGH S/O 

MANJIT SINGH R/O HOUSE 

NO.365-F, SHAHEED BHAGAT 

SINGH NAGAR, LUDHIANA AT 

PRESENT HOUSE NO. 821-G, 

SHAHEED BHAGAT SINGH 

NAGAR, PAKHOWAL ROAD, 

LUDHIANA 04. MANJIT SINGH 

S/O SH. BHAGWANT SINGH SON 

OF SH. ATTAR SINGH RESIDENT 

OF 79, PHASE-I, SARABHA 

NAGAR EXTENSION, CHABRA 

COLONY, LUDHIANA. 

In above tiled case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that defendant 

(s) /respondent (s) should appear in 

person or through counsel on

04-02-2025 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=

district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana

Supinder Singh, PCS,

Civil Judge (Junior Division),

Ludhiana

Dated, this day of 19-12-2024 

IN THE COURT OF  

Ms. Mandeep Kaur PCS

Judicial Magistrate- Ist Class, 

Dasuya

Mandeep kaur aged about 33 years 

wife of Pankaj Kumar daughter of 

Jakinta Ram resident of ward no.6 

Garhi Mohalla Urmar P.S. Tanda 

District Hoshiarpur. 

(Applicant)

Vs.

Pankaj Kumar Husband son of 

Ravinder Lal resident of Village 

Bass-Kalan Tehsil and District 

Hoshairpur

(Accused)

CNR NO.:PBHOA1-003040-2023

NEXT DATE: 20-01-2025

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:-

Pankaj Kumar Father: Ravinder Lal 

resident of Village Bass-Kalan 

Tehsil and District Hoshairpur 

In above titled case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

20-01-2025 at 10 am. 

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=

district_notice&district=

Hoshairpur

Judicial Magistrate- Ist Class,

Dasuya

Dated, this day of 18-12-2024 

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

(Complaint - 138 Negotiable 

Instrument Act)  

IN THE COURT OF  

Ms. JASLEEN NARANG 

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class, 

Ludhiana

M/S UK CROP SCIENCES PVT 

LTD  

V/S

RAJVEER PROPRIETOR  

CNR No.:PBLD03-093893-2022

COMA/92363/2022

NEXT DATE: 06-02-2025

1) RAJVEER Address- 

PROPRIETOR OF M/S JAI KISAN 

AGRO AGENCY SINLA, MAIN 

ROAD, SINLA TEHSIL MARWAR 

DISTRICT PALI RAJASTHAN.  

WHEREAS IT HAS BEEN 

PROVED TO THE SATISFACTION 

OF THIS COURT THAT YOU THE 

ACCUSED ABOVE NAMED 

CANNOT BE SERVED IN THE 

ORDINARY WAY OF SERVICE. 

HENCE THIS PROCLAMATION 

UNDER SECTION 82 CRPC IS 

HEREBY ISSUED AGAINST YOU 

WITH A DIRECTION THAT YOU 

SHOULD APPEAR PERSONALLY 

BEFORE THE COURT ON 

06-02-2025 AT 10:00 A.M OR 

WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM THE 

DATE OF PUBI4CATION OF THIS 

PROCLAMATION. TAKE NOTICE 

THAT, IN DEFAULT OF YOUR 

PART TO APPEAR AS DIRECTED 

ABOVE THE ABOVE SAID CASE 

WILL BE HEARD AND 

DETERMINED AS PER LAW, IN 

YOUR ABSENCE. GIVEN UNDER 

MY HAND SEAL OF THE COURT  

For details log on

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=

district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana

Judicial Magistrate - 1st Class 

Ludhiana

Dated, this day of 16-12-2024 

(Complaint - 138 Negotiable 

Instrument Act) 

IN THE COURT OF  

Ms. JASLEEN NARANG 

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class, 

Ludhiana

M/S AMAN INTERNATIONAL   

V/S

RAKESH KUMAR 

CNR No.:PBLD03-073614-2022

COMA/72806/2022

NEXT DATE: 13-02-2025

1) RAKESH KUMAR Address- 

PROP. M/S RAKESH CYCLES, 

NA, MAIN ROAD, RAXAUL, 

BIHAR. 2ND ADDRESS- RAKESH 

KUMAR, PROP. M/S RAKESH 

CYCLES, OPP. SCRED HEART 

SCHOOL, ASHARAM ROAD, 

RAXAUL, BIHAR.

WHEREAS IT HAS BEEN 

PROVED TO THE SATISFACTION 

OF THIS COURT THAT YOU THE 

ACCUSED ABOVE NAMED 

CANNOT BE SERVED IN THE 

ORDINARY WAY OF SERVICE. 

HENCE THIS PROCLAMATION 

UNDER SECTION 82 CRPC IS 

HEREBY ISSUED AGAINST YOU 

WITH A DIRECTION THAT YOU 

SHOULD APPEAR PERSONALLY 

BEFORE THE COURT ON 

13-02-2025 AT 10:00 A.M OR 

WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM THE 

DATE OF PUBI4CATION OF THIS 

PROCLAMATION. TAKE NOTICE 

THAT, IN DEFAULT OF YOUR 

PART TO APPEAR AS DIRECTED 

ABOVE THE ABOVE SAID CASE 

WILL BE HEARD AND 

DETERMINED AS PER LAW, IN 

YOUR ABSENCE. GIVEN UNDER 

MY HAND SEAL OF THE COURT  

For details log on

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=

district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana

Judicial Magistrate - 1st Class 

Ludhiana

Dated, this day of 16-12-2024 

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE



On every new year eve
a lot of people take a
vow to make a new

beginning. Families come
together, friends exchange
greetings, and bold resolu-
tions quietly take shape. “I’ll
wake up at 5 a.m.,” someone
might vow, or “This year, I’ll
get back in shape.” However,
by February, alarms are
snoozed, fitness goals aban-
doned, and life returns to its
familiar rhythm.
Why do resolutions often
fail? They are usually ambi-
tious yet unrealistic, con-
ceived more in the excitement
of the moment than with a
long-term perspective. A
meaningful New Year doesn’t
demand grand reinvention; it
thrives on small, deliberate
adjustments—holding on to
what works, letting go of
what doesn’t, and fostering
habits that last.
The New Year feels unique
due to the “fresh start effect,”
a concept psychologists use to
describe how temporal mile-
stones—such as January 1,
birthdays, or even a new
week—create a mental reset.
These milestones give the
illusion of starting afresh,
prompting us to buy planners
or sign up for gym member-

ships. But enthusiasm alone
doesn’t guarantee success.
Without reflection and struc-
ture, even the most well-
intentioned plans
falter.Reflection is the starting
point—not the kind that
dwells on failures but one that
evaluates life with curiosity. 
What brought joy or progress
last year? Perhaps it was
reconnecting with family,
starting an evening walk rou-
tine, or improving time man-
agement. 
What left you feeling drained?
Overcommitting to work,
excessive screen time, or try-
ing to please everyone might
top the list. Psychologists rec-
ommend “self-distanced
reflection,” where you analyse
your life as if observing some-
one else’s. Why did this per-
son abandon their plans?
Why did they agree to activ-

ities they didn’t enjoy? This
detached perspective helps
pinpoint habits to retain and
those to discard. Even with
clarity, life is seldom linear.
Setbacks are inevitable, but
resilience—the ability to adapt
and recover—makes all the
difference. Resilience isn’t
innate; it can be nurtured
through practices like grati-
tude, mindfulness, and
reframing challenges.
Gratitude shifts focus to
what’s working. Recognizing
small positives rewires the
brain to spot opportunities
over obstacles. Mindfulness,
on the other hand, anchors
the mind in the present—
whether during a heartfelt
conversation or a quiet morn-
ing. 
These practices reduce stress
and enhance focus.
Reframing failure is equally
crucial. Unmet resolutions
aren’t defeats; they’re feed-
back. Adjusting goals is far
more effective than aban-
doning them altogether.
Strong relationships are
another cornerstone of hap-
piness. 
This insight resonates deeply
in India, where family bonds
and social networks are inte-
gral. However, maintaining

these connections in today’s
fast-paced world requires
conscious effort. Being pre-
sent is challenging in a world
of constant notifications, end-
less emails, and overflowing
to-do lists. Yet studies show
that mind-wandering—even
toward pleasant thoughts—
correlates with reduced hap-
piness. The richest moments
are those we fully engage in,
whether during a family meal,
a morning walk, or a simple
act of kindness. Adaptability
is another essential skill. Life
rarely unfolds as planned,
and the ability to pivot deter-
mines how well we navigate
change. After reflection and
building resilience, action
must follow. Instead of sweep-
ing declarations like “I’ll med-
itate for an hour daily”’ focus
on creating systems. Systems
grounded in routine, rather
than fleeting motivation, are
more sustainable. The New
Year isn’t magical. It’s a psy-
chological cue to pause and
reassess, but its real value lies
in how you use it. Progress,
not perfection, is the key to a
fulfilling year.  

(The writer is author and
DGP and head, Haryana

State Narcotic Control
Bureau; views are personal)

As we welcome year 2025, the world stands at the cusp of opportunities and chal-
lenges. The new year offers a chance to reflect, reset, and reimagine the future.
Amidst the advancements and setbacks of recent years, 2025 should be a time

for hope, action and collaboration. Here is a wish list for a better world and an earnest
appeal to global and Indian leaders to strive for transformative change. The urgency of
addressing climate change cannot be overstated. We hope for concrete actions to reduce
carbon emissions, promote renewable energy, and protect biodiversity. Let 2025 be the
year when words transform into impactful deeds. The pandemic underscored the dis-
parities in healthcare access. A global commitment to equitable healthcare systems,
and increased investments in public health are essential. Bridging the digital divide, improv-
ing infrastructure and making quality education accessible to marginalised communi-
ties should be a universal priority. As AI and other technologies advance, their applica-

tion should focus on solving pressing global issues—
from poverty to climate resilience—rather than exac-
erbating inequalities. 
The crises we face are interconnected and so must
be our solutions. A concerted effort is required under
the UN to bring an end to wars raging in Ukraine and
West Asia. The untold misery of Gaza people must end.
All involved must work to deescalate tensions and bring
about a lasting peace in the region which has seen
enough misery and human tragedy. Policies should
reflect empathy and foresight, ensuring that no one is
left behind. India, with its diversity and potential, holds
a unique position in shaping the global future. As we

step into 2025, Indian leaders must focus on rural development, job creation and sup-
port for small businesses to bridge economic disparities. They should invest in  voca-
tional training and innovation to prepare the youth for a competitive global market. Ambitious
climate targets must be implemented, alongside enhanced urban planning for sustain-
able cities and promotion of water and energy conservation. Transparency, account-
ability and citizen participation must remain central to policy-making, fostering trust and
unity. The fringe elements must be brought to mainstream and efforts must be stepped
up in places like Manipur to bring about a lasting peace. The government and the citi-
zens alike must work to have a country which is as per the wishes of our Constitution
makers—a country which ensures dignity, liberty and freedom for all and no section
of society is alienated. The people on the fringe—tribals and dalits need to be given
their due and efforts must be made in that direction. The minorities must not feel alien-
ated and targeted. They deserve their due respect and dignity. All religious issues must
be settled amicable as per the law. The democratic institutions must be strengthened
and parliamentary democracy must work for the people in the right earnest.
Wishing all our readers a very happy new year!

A wish list for 2025

STOP POLITICAL BLAME GAME 
Madam— It is indeed a matter of concern
to one and all that rape being predominant-
ly a social issue is playing in the hands of
political parties to settle political scores over
the other parties. The recent incident in
Anna University abjectly exposes again the
lapses in handling such a serious issue by
the government, university authority, the
police department and also the political
parties. As a matter of fact, for most of the
political parties addressing rape and preva-
lence of drugs, especially in the education-
al institutions, it is  not in their active agen-
da. BJP sits muted on the shabby happen-
ings in Manipur but cries foul over such
incidents taking place in the states ruled
by other parties. 
Manipur has even seen women being
paraded nude in public.  Such incidents
must have taken place during the tenure
of the other parties also, who are now out
with fierce protest programmes. Every
criminal claims support of some political
party or the other to escape punishments.
The existing system of dealing with such
shabby incidents needs reconsideration to

make them more foolproof. More than
deterrent acts combined efforts of all insti-
tutions and socially  conscious individu-
als, irrespective of political lenience should
make sustained efforts to tide over this
menace.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

JIMMY CARTER PASSES AWAY
Madam —The 39th president of the
United States has died at age 100. Jimmy
Carter was a peanut farmer and US Navy
lieutenant before going into politics, even-
tually serving one term as governor of
Georgia and as president of the United
States from 1977 to 1981. He was the only
former US president to reach 100 years old.
He championed the  human rights at the
centre of US foreign policy, Carter forged
a still-standing peace treaty between Egypt
and Israel. He will always be remembered
for his key policy decisions making and
action-driven blueprint into the execution. 

Dimple Wadhawan | Kanpur Nagar

AUSTRALIA DEFEATS INDIA
Madam —India’s hopes for the World Test
Championship final took a major hit with
a big loss to Australia in the Boxing Day
Test at Melbourne, when Australia beat
India by 184 runs in the fourth Test of the
Border-Gavaskar series to take a 2-1 lead
in the 5-match series. The match played at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground saw
Australia take seven wickets after tea on day
five to secure a famous win. Despite a
valiant effort from Yashasvi Jaiswal, India’s
batting collapse on the final day sealed their
defeat. Meanwhile, Australia has bettered
their chances to face South Africa in the
WTC Final at Lord’s next year with the win.
The Proteas have booked their spot in the
WTC final after a thrilling two-wicket win
over Pakistan on Sunday. Interestingly, the
Australian last wicket fought hard for
adding more than 60 runs, whereas after
the final day tea break India’s last seven
wickets tumbled for just 34 runs in 20.3
overs. 
Wicket had no devils. This fragile nature
of the Indian team is very discouraging.
Fighting till the last ball - spirit is missing.
And we are now blaming the third umpire
for Jaiswal’s out to malign the Aussies vic-
tory and India’s shocking performance. But
the true cricket lovers are completely agree-
ing with the Indian skipper Rohit Sharma
about Jaiswal’s controversial dismissal at the
post-match press conference: ‘Look, I
really don’t know what to make of that
because the technology didn’t show any-
thing. With the naked eye, it seemed that
he did touch something. I don’t know how
the umpires want to use the technology, but
in all fairness, he did touch the ball.’ Now
it is the time to assess Team India’s perfor-
mance. Actually, Rohit Sharma, Virat
Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja  passed their
prime sometime ago but they won’t grace-
fully retire like Ashwin. Please drop them
out to build a future team. We only do hero
worshipping– only to be disappointed by
our so-called heroes. Indian fans and media
need to immediately stop making celebri-
ties of hero worship.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
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Devotees look at a sand sculpture themed on ‘clean Mahakumbh’ ahead of Mahakumbh 2025, in Prayagraj PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

As we reflect on the year that has passed and welcome the new

one, let us resolve to make this a year of progress and unity

development projects. Such
a scenario could escalate
cross-border terrorism, par-
ticularly in Jammu and
Kashmir, and erode India’s
strategic inf luence in
Afghanistan. Indian invest-
ments in key infrastructure
projects like the Zaranj-
Delaram Highway and the
Chabahar Port route may
face heightened risks amidst
this instability.
India also faces an increased
terror threat as ISKP may
collaborate with groups like
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM),
which are active in Pakistan.
Such alliances could intensi-
fy attacks on Indian targets,
while prolonged conflict in
Afghanistan might radicalize
vulnerable populations
across the region, including
within India.
Regionally, these develop-
ments complicate India’s
diplomatic landscape. Iran,
for instance, might shift its
focus to countering Afghan
instability, potentially under-
mining its collaboration with
India on projects l ike
Chabahar Port. Similarly, a
stronger Pakistan-Haqqani
alliance could align with
China’s ambitions under the
Belt and Road Initiative, fur-
ther sidelining India in the
region.
Globally, Pakistan’s backing

of the Haqqani network pro-
vides it with a lever to influ-
ence Afghan politics but
risks alienating the Kandahar
faction and exacerbating
internal Taliban conflicts.
ISKP’s growing power,
meanwhile, poses a direct
challenge to South Asian
security, threatening to
destabilize the region and
affect India’s geopolitical
interests. For India, the assas-
sination of Khalil Haqqani
signifies a critical moment to
recalibrate its approach. 
India must bolster its intel-
ligence capabilities and bor-
der security, particularly in
sensitive areas like Jammu
and Kashmir. Strengthening
partnerships with Iran,
Central Asia, and Russia
could counterbalance
Pakistan’s inf luence in
Afghanistan. Coordinating
with international allies to
combat ISKP and other
extremist groups will also be
vital. Furthermore, India
must protect its investments
in Afghanistan through glob-
al partnerships and maintain
diplomatic efforts via multi-
lateral platforms such as the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation and the United
Nations.
The killing of Khalil Haqqani
has revealed the fragile bal-
ance within the Taliban and
underscored the potential

for regional destabilization.
For India, this evolving sce-
nario demands vigilance,
proactive diplomacy, and
strengthened security mea-
sures to safeguard its inter-
ests amid shifting geopoliti-
cal realities.
For India, the implications

are profound, ranging from
the potential rise of terrorism
to a weakening of its strate-
gic foothold in Afghanistan.
The escalating instability
could embolden extremist
groups like ISKP, Lashkar-e-
Taiba, and Jaish-e-
Mohammed, increasing the
risk of attacks targeting
India. To address these chal-
lenges, India must adopt a
multi-pronged strategy. 
Enhancing intelligence capa-
bilities, securing its borders,
and deepening ties with Iran,
Central Asia, and Russia are
crucial steps. Engaging mul-
tilateral platforms to combat
the ISKP threat and protect
investments is equally vital.
The situation demands vig-
ilance and proactive mea-
sures to safeguard India’s
interests in an increasingly
volatile region, ensuring its
strategic and security objec-
tives remain intact amidst
shifting dynamics.

(The writer is an eminent
expert on counter terrorism

in West Asia; views are 
personal)

A turning point in
Taliban politics 

The assassination of
Maulvi Khalil-ur-
Rahman Haqqani,
the Taliban’s Minister
for Refugees and a

senior figure in the Haqqani
network, has exposed signifi-
cant fractures within the
Taliban leadership and deep-
ened the complexities of region-
al geopolitics. Claimed by the
Islamic State-Khorasan
Province (ISKP), the attack not
only highlights the Taliban’s
internal divisions but also
reshapes the broader strategic
landscape, especially for India.
On December 11, 2024, Khalil
Haqqani was killed in a high-
profile suicide bombing in
Kabul. This incident under-
scored the Taliban’s failure to
ensure internal security and
revealed growing tensions
between its Kandahar faction,
led by Mullah Haibatullah
Akhundzada, and the Haqqani
network, headed by Sirajuddin
Haqqani. These tensions have
been fueled by the Haqqanis’
perception of neglect or even
sabotage by the Kandahar fac-
tion. In response to this crisis,
Sirajuddin Haqqani convened
an emergency meeting in
Gardez with key network lead-
ers to address security breach-
es and the escalating threat
posed by ISKP. This develop-
ment points to potential frag-
mentation within the Taliban,
which carries significant impli-
cations for regional stability
and India’s security.
A fragmented Taliban could
destabilize Afghanistan, creat-
ing fertile ground for extremist
groups like ISKP. This faction’s
hostility toward both the
Taliban and regional actors,
including India, raises the
specter of increased attacks
targeting Indian interests. The
resultant instability might also
spill over into Pakistan, indi-
rectly affecting India’s border
security, particularly in Jammu
and Kashmir.
Another concern lies in the
potential strengthening of the
Pakistan-Taliban nexus.
Pakistan’s historical ties to the
Haqqani network could enable
it to leverage this faction against
Indian activities in Afghanistan,
including infrastructure and

Elon Musk stands with immigrants
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New year resolutions: Small
steps, lasting change

A
rift has emerged among the supporters of
US President-elect Donald Trump over the
contentious issue of immigration. The fac-

tion spearheaded by billionaire Elon Musk and fel-
low entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy contrasts
sharply with Trump’s MAGA (Make America Great
Again) base, which firmly endorses his stringent
anti-immigration policies. Amid the simmering
row, the President-elect seems to be aligning with

Musk and other supporters in the tech industry
over the immigration visa issue. Those who claim
to be ‘natives’ of the country themselves have for-
eign roots. 
It is meritocracy that has thrived in that country
over the centuries and that has made America the
world’s most powerful nation by attracting top tal-
ents in many fields from across the globe.
However, many people may claim that the next
century belongs to China or some other
country,the fact is that behind all modern day tech
innovations and inventions have all been the prod-
ucts greatly attributable to the ‘American Dream.’
That dream will keep the United States of America
as the land of opportunities for a long time to
come. That is what will attract the best brains from
across the world to sail the oceans to reach the
shores of America and create new ideas and inno-
vations that the world will need to use.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

NISHAKANT OJHA

O P SINGH

A meaningful new year vow isn’t about dramatic reinvention; it is about

mindful reflection, small adjustments and cultivating habits that truly last

The assassination of Maulvi Khalil-ur-Rahman Haqqani, a key leader in the
Haqqani network, has sent shockwaves across Afghanistan and the region
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We all know that as per the laws of nature, we live our lives through
various stages such as infancy, childhood, adolescence, adult-
hood, and old age. Of these life stages, the most adventurous

and interesting stage is adolescence which represents an inner emo-
tional upheaval, a struggle between the eternal human wish to cling to
the past and the equally powerful wish to get on with the future. It’s indeed
a very critical phase in the life of every human being because, in this
phase, there is intense growth not only physically but also morally, cog-
nitively,  emotionally and intellectually. 
Hence, in this stage of life, parents elders or peers must provide ado-
lescents with proper guidance, and support and create an environment
to facilitate their holistic development. The primary goal of every ado-
lescent is to achieve complete independence, for which they often seek
a lot of space and freedom. They start to think more rationally and abstract-
ly as they form their moral code. In the process, they may often become
assertive, rebellious, non-conformist, sell-opinionated and aloof.
Therefore, they need to be guided and supported with great sensitivity
and maturity. 

To attain a well-integrated maturity, a series of factors need to be addressed
for adolescents, like they need to acquire self-certainty, be ready to try
out new roles, strive for achievement, acquire a self-identity, balance their
rights with responsibilities and identify personal goals and ideals. One
should understand that while dealing with the problems of adolescents,
one should try and step into the young person’s world and treat them
with discerning respect rather than suspicion. It always helps when we
share their joys and sorrows and genuinely address their questions whilst
engaging them in moral and spiritual discipline.
It is so unfortunate that in the formative stage of adolescence when chil-
dren need a strong sense of direction & guidance, there is no source
for them to get it. The family is no longer the strong institution it used
to be. Hence, under this scenario, adolescents try to find support from
other means such as their peer group, TV, internet, books etc. 
Tempted by the glamour and gloss that is promoted by the media, there
is a constant conflict that adolescents go through to measure up to their
peer group’s values and to cope with the ideals and the reality of life.
Unfortunately, in the absence of proper guidance, it is natural that many
adolescents are pulled into crime, abuse and drug addiction. While fam-
ily, educational institutions and social groups do have a major role to
play in guiding and supporting adolescents, spirituality lends a deeper
and stronger basis for forming a clear identity and value system upon
which the edifice of a strong character can be raised. 
Since spirituality touches on the core goodness of every human being,
it is the most potent tool for guiding all sections of society. The process
of empowering adolescents begins with the practice of treating them with
respect and facilitating their growth in such a way that they can realise
their hidden potential. So, instead of looking at them as helpless or igno-
rant beings who need to be chastised and controlled, spiritual treatment
calls for accepting them as potential carriers of higher wisdom, pure val-
ues, fresh ideas and skills that need to be channelised in the proper direc-
tion. Such a growth process is driven by their inner self, gently guided
by wisdom and love rather than a forced development compelled by inse-
curity, fear and false expectations. Remember! If adolescents are moti-
vated to explore spirituality at their age they will be equipped with excel-
lent powers to cope with any life situation and excel in their chosen roles,
thereby living a quality life.

(Writer is a spiritual educator and popular columnist; 
views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
EMPOWERING ADOLESCENTS
WITH SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE 

The global economy is
currently rife with dis-
cussions surrounding a

potential ‘de-dollarisation,’
which pertains to the antic-
ipated transition away from
the supremacy of the US
dollar in international trade
and finance. 
Advocates argue that it could
stabilise economies, reduce
inflation, and ultimately
relieve financial pressure on
everyday individuals.
However, is this change truly
the solution to the world’s
economic problems, or does
it introduce a new set of chal-
lenges?
De-dollarisation refers to the
reduction of dependence on
the US dollar in the realms of
global trade, investments,
and reserves. For many years,
the dollar has held its posi-

tion as the leading reserve
currency globally, influencing
markets and moulding eco-
nomic strategies across
nations. Nevertheless,
numerous countries have
begun to challenge this
reliance on the dollar. The
drive towards de-dollariza-
tion arises from a combina-

tion of elements: an increas-
ing yearning for financial
independence, the unpre-
dictability of US policies,
and the necessity for a differ-
ent system that is more
resilient against sanctions
and market instability.
Several nations, particularly
those within economic
alliances like BRICS (Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and
South Africa), have put forth
the concept of establishing a
new shared currency to facil-
itate trade and lessen their
dependence on the dollar.
Undoubtedly, a significant
appeal of a unified currency
lies in its potential to mitigate
inflation. By minimising the
volatility of exchange rates
and reducing reliance on
fluctuations in the dollar, it
could offer a pathway to sta-

bilise prices for traded goods
through a singular global
currency unit. 
Countries that rely on
importing oil or other essen-
tial items ought to engage in
negotiations for fixed prices,
free from the influence of
market fluctuations driven by
the volatility of the dollar
rate. Inflation, frequently
influenced by fluctuations
in local currency, could, in
principle, be mitigated with-
in a cohesive framework.
The reasoning is straightfor-
ward: when trade and pricing
frameworks are synchronised
with a single currency, fluc-
tuations in the dollar will
likely exert a diminished
impact from external shocks. 
Having more stable prices for
essential items would allevi-
ate the financial strain on

families. A unified currency
could simplify many aspects
of daily life for the average
person. Crossing border lines
may appear quite effortless,
as there will be no need for
currency exchange. Global
enterprises will thrive in an
environment where stable
financial conditions enable

them to provide savings to
their customers.
Nevertheless, the transition
to a unified currency faces
several challenges. A cohesive
monetary system requires
exceptional coordination
among countries with diverse
economic priorities, growth
rates, and fiscal strategies. 

Creating confidence and set-
ting up governance frame-
works for the currency would
present a significant chal-
lenge.
Critics contend that a unified
currency could unfairly ben-
efit more robust economies,
putting smaller or developing
countries at risk. Without the
ability to modify their cur-
rency values, nations may
find it challenging to address
specific economic crises
effectively. In the immediate
term, this may unsettle glob-
al financial systems, leading
to instability as markets
adjust. Although the dollar’s
strength might not be flaw-
less, it serves as a stabilising
force in a tumultuous global
economy.
The ideas of de-dollarisa-
tion and the potential rise of

a unified currency represent
daring approaches to
addressing enduring eco-
nomic challenges. The out-
come of lower inflation and
an improved quality of life
hinges on the ability of
nations to collaborate effec-
tively and create frameworks
that prioritise fairness and
stability. However, the jour-
ney towards this transforma-
tion is set to be long and
complex. The discussions it
has ignited suggest a more
equitable economic future.
Whether they evolve into
genuine transformation is
something only time will
reveal—or if the world nav-
igates towards fresh financial
horizons is yet to be deter-
mine.

(The writer is a freelance
writer; views are personal)

De-dollarisation: A bold step toward economic equity or a path fraught with uncertainty

Spirituality can help adolescents face
life’s challenges with resilience

RAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

UTTAM  GUPTA

As global trade dynamics shift under Donald Trump’s policies, India stands to gain

from the move by multinational companies to diversify supply chains beyond China

Capitalising on ‘China Plus

One’: Will India step up?

boost the production of its goods
such as electronics (including
smartphones), automobiles etc in
which it has a comparative
advantage. So, it has imposed
restrictions on the export of
computer chip-making equip-
ment, software, and high-band-
width memory chips to China. 
As a result, China not have much
surplus to send to the US (and
other countries), and India will
have more space to boost its
export of electronics, automobiles
etc.Third, European Union (EU)
countries have also imposed tar-
iffs on Chinese EVs (electric
vehicles) and solar equipment.
Moreover, the multinational com-
panies (MNCs) headquartered in
the US and EU countries are
shifting their factories away from
China, thanks to growing geopo-
litical uncertainties, the ongoing
trade war between the United
States and China, cyber-securi-
ty, and rule-of-law concerns, ris-
ing labour costs in China etc.
This opens up opportunities as
these MNCs can relocate their
production bases to India.
All of this reinforces a case for
‘China Plus One’, a potent busi-
ness strategy that involves diver-
sifying manufacturing and sourc-
ing away from China aimed at
reducing the risk of over-reliance
on China for manufacturing and
sourcing.
Is India ready to capitalise?
None other than NITI Aayog’s
‘Trade Watch’ report says that
even as many Asian countries
such as Vietnam, Thailand,
Cambodia, and Malaysia have
emerged as bigger beneficiaries
of the ‘China Plus One’ strategy
– enabled by factors such as
cheaper labour, simplified tax
laws, lower tariffs, signing Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs) – lead-

ing to substantial surge in their
exports especially in high-growth
sectors,  India has lagged.
Although India has achieved
production gains, they have not
significantly contributed to
domestic value addition, unlike
its peer economies.
In India’s high-tech sector, while
exports surged by 350 per cent
between 2017 and 2023, domes-
tic value-added output fell by 18
per cent. In manufacturing, by
contrast, during this period, even
as domestic value-added grew at
26 per cent, it still trailed behind
merchandise export growth of 44
per cent.In electronics, India’s
share in US imports has grown
from 0.2 per cent in 2017 to 2.1
per cent in 2023, courtesy of, the
government’s push toward high-
tech exports. However, competi-
tors like Vietnam, Taiwan,
Malaysia, and Thailand domi-
nate, with each holding a sub-
stantially higher market share in
US electronics imports.
An overarching reason behind
India ‘dropping the catch despite
the man at first slip and the ball
coming in our direction’ is a
high-cost domestic environment
(this is despite a host of incen-
tives given under the Production
Linked Incentive or PLI schemes
to industries) which makes our
products uncompetitive in the
export as well as domestic mar-
ket. It also explains why our
industries demand high protec-
tive tariffs and government
yields; for instance, it has on the
table a proposal for a 25 per cent
hike in steel import duties. It is
also a major factor behind India’s
reluctance to join major multilat-
eral trade agreements, such as the
Regional  Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP)
and Comprehensive and

Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacif ic  Partnership
(CPTPP) etc which help the
country to better integrate into
the global economy and benefit
from expanded trade opportuni-
ties by facilitating access to mar-
kets of their member countries
duty-free or at close to zero tar-
iffs. Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) contribute
nearly 40 per cent of exports. But,
India not being a part of such
trade alliances, they are denied
an opportunity to boost exports.
At the same time, they suffer due
to high protective tariffs on the
import of basic materials such as
steel. A 25 per cent hike in
import duties on steel products
- asked by the Ministry of Steel
- will impart a deadly blow to the
MSMEs.
There are four major reasons as
to why costs in India are high.
First, businesses in basic materi-
als and feedstock such as copper,
zinc, aluminium, oil and gas,
chemicals, petrochemicals etc
are natural monopolies enabling
them to set high prices. Second,
tax rates are pretty high partic-
ularly when it comes to petrole-
um products which are still taxed
under the pre-GST regime. By
increasing movement costs, these
increase the cost of all goods
across the board. 
Third, power tariffs are exorbi-
tant thanks to excessive State
controls on power distribution
companies. Finally, industries
operate in highly interest-rate
environments. India can catapult
itself to the position of fully
leveraging the ‘China Plus One’
strategy only if it effectively
addresses the present high-cost
syndrome.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)

Releasing a report the ‘Trade
Watch’, on December 25,
2024, NITI Aayog CEO BVR
Subrahmanyam has suggest-
ed that trade policies under

US President-elect Donald Trump
could result in a potential economic
boom for India, driven by significant
trade diversion in global trade. He said
‘Whatever Trump has announced so
far, which is likely to come up… there
are opportunities. We are the man at
first slip. The ball is coming in our
direction. Whether we hold the catch
or drop it is for us to decide. There will
be huge disruption, and if we prepare
for it, there will be a massive boom due
to trade diversion.’ 
This comes after Trump announced
additional tariffs on imports from its
biggest trading partners - 25 per cent
on Canada and Mexico if they fail to
check illegal immigration and drug
trade. He also announced a general 10
per cent tariff by the US on all imports
and a 60 per cent tariff on imports from
China. Meanwhile, the US has also
announced restrictions on the export
of computer chip-making equipment,
software, and high-bandwidth memo-
ry chips to China. Trump has also
threatened to impose 100 per cent tar-
iffs on BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China, and South Africa) countries if
they try to undermine the US dollar.
The US is the biggest importer in the
world with a mammoth import valued
at US$ 3200 billion during CY 2022.
During that year, its import from
China alone was US$536.3 billion
which works out to 16.7 percent of total
goods imports. 
US goods imports from Canada and
Mexico were US$436.6 billion and
US$454.8 billion or 13.6 per cent and
14.2 per cent respectively. In sharp con-
trast, US goods imports from India dur-
ing 2022 were US$85.5 billion or a mea-
gre 2.6 per cent of its total goods
import. Now, if Trump executes his
threat of imposing a 60 per cent addi-
tional tariff on imports from China, this
will lead to an exorbitant increase in the
cost of the latter’s goods to American
consumers thereby rendering them
uncompetitive vis-à-vis similar goods
coming from other exporting countries
such as India. This should help India
capture a big slice of the US import bas-
ket currently served by China. This
should be possible even if Trump
imposes a 10 per cent additional tariff
on all its imports including from India.
As for Trump’s threat to impose 100 per
cent tariffs on BRICS countries (India
is one of them) in the event of the lat-
ter putting into action their so-called
‘de-dollarization’ plan (De-dollarization
is a process of moving away from the
world’s reliance on the U.S. dollar as
the chief reserve currency), this is the-
oretical. 
At the 16th summit held on 22–24
October 2024 in Kazan, BRICS leaders,
including Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese leader Xi Jinping,
publicly voiced their commitment to
jointly introduce an alternative pay-
ment system that wouldn’t be depen-
dent on the U.S. dollar. The feasibility
of implementing this idea anytime
soon is suspect. Second, the US is also
hell-bent on taking measures that will
undermine the capabilities of China to

The global economy stands at a crossroads as the concept of ‘de-dollarisation’ gains momentum, sparking debates about the future of international trade and finance

RACHNA LAKHPATI
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US, Boeing investigators examine site
of deadly South Korean plane crash
AP n SEOUL

Ateam of US investigators
including representatives

from Boeing have examined
the site of a plane crash that
killed 179 people in South
Korea while authorities were
conducting safety inspections
on all Boeing 737-800 aircraft
operated by the country’s air-
lines.
All but two of the 181 people
aboard the Boeing 737-800
operated by South Korean bud-
get airline Jeju Air died in
Sunday’s crash. Video showed
the aircraft, without its landing
gear deployed, crash-landed
on its belly and overshoot a
runaway at South Korea’s
southern Muan International
Airport before it slammed into
concrete fence and burst into a
flame.
The plane was seen having an
engine trouble, and preliminary
examinations also say the pilots
received a bird strike warning
from the ground control cen-
tre and issued a distress signal
as well. But many experts say
the landing gear issue was like-
ly the main cause of the crash.
The South Korean government
has launched safety inspec-
tions on all the 101 Boeing 737-
800s in the country. The
Transport Ministry said
authorities are looking at main-
tenance and operation records
during five days of safety
checks that are to run until
Friday.
The ministry said that a dele-
gation of eight US investigators
— one from the Federal
Aviation Administration, three
from National Transportation
Safety Board and four from
Boeing — made an on-site
visit to the crash site on
Tuesday. The results of their
examination weren’t immedi-
ately available.
Kim E-bae, Jeju Air’s president,
told reporters Tuesday that his
company will add more main-
tenance workers and reduce
flight operations by 10-15 per
cent until March as part of
efforts to enhance the safety of

aircraft operations.
John Hansman, an aviation
expert at MIT, said the crash
was most likely the result of a
problem with the plane’s
hydraulic control systems. He
said that would be consistent
with the landing gear and wing
flaps not being deployed “and
might indicate a control issue
which would explain the rush
to get on the ground”.
The Boeing 737-800 — an ear-
lier version of 737 than the Max
— is a widely used plane with
a good safety record, according
to Najmedin Meshkati, an engi-
neering professor at the
University of Southern
California who has studied
aviation safety.
He said the failure of the plane’s
system for broadcasting loca-
tion, operating its landing gear
and extending the wing flaps to
slow down indicate a wide-
spread problem that affected
electrical and hydraulic sys-
tems. He is confident that
investigators will learn what
went wrong by analysing infor-
mation from the flight data and
cockpit voice recorders.
“These are really the two pillars
for accident analysis and acci-
dent reconstruction,” Meshkati
said. Like other aviation
experts, Meshkati also ques-
tioned the location of a solid
wall just a few hundred feet
(metres) past the end of the
runway, given that planes occa-

sionally do overshoot runways.
“Having such a big concrete
barrier over there was really
very bad luck for this particu-
lar airplane,” he said.
South Korean officials have
said they will look into whether
the Muan airport’s localiser —
a concrete fence housing a set
of antennas designed to guide
aircraft safely during landings
— should have been made
with lighter materials that
would break more easily upon
impact.
The crash was the deadliest dis-
aster in South Korea’s aviation
history in decades. A seven-day
national mourning has been
declared until January 4.
The Transport Ministry said
Tuesday that authorities have
identified 175 bodies and are
conducting DNA tests to iden-
tify the remaining five.
Bereaved families said that
officials told them that the
bodies were so badly damaged
that officials need time before
returning them to relatives.
On Tuesday, Park Han Shin, a
representative of the families,
accused the government of
failing to provide freezers on
time as promised and said
there are worries that the bod-
ies could decompose.
“The last dignities of the vic-
tims are seriously hurt. We
strongly criticise authorities
for failing to keep its promise,”
Park said.

Russian missiles, drones attack on Ukrainian targets
AP n KYIV

Russia launched an aerial
attack on Ukraine on

Tuesday, striking the capital
and other regions with multi-
ple missiles and drones.
Ukraine’s air force reported a
ballistic missile threat at 3:00
a.m. (0100 GMT), with at least
two explosions heard in Kyiv
minutes later. Another missile
alert was issued at 8:00 a.m. fol-
lowed by at least one explosion
in the city. Missile debris fell in
the Darnytskyi district of the
capital with no reports of casu-
alties or damage, the local
administration said.
Authorities in the northeastern
Sumy region reported strikes
near the city of Shostka, where
the mayor, Mykola Noha, said
12 residential buildings had
been damaged as well as two
educational facilities. He said
some “social infrastructure
objects” were destroyed, with-
out providing detail.
The air force also reported
missiles and drones targeting
several other regions of
Ukraine.
Around half of Ukraine’s ener-
gy infrastructure has been
destroyed during the war, and
rolling electricity blackouts are
common and widespread.
Kyiv’s Western allies have pro-
vided air defense systems to
help Ukraine protect critical
infrastructure, but Russia has

sought to overwhelm its air
defences with combined strikes
involving large numbers of
missiles and drones.
Russian attacks come as uncer-
tainty looms over the course of
the nearly three-year conflict.
US President-elect Donald
Trump, who takes office next
month, has vowed to end the
war and has thrown into doubt
whether vital US military sup-
port for Kyiv will continue.

On Monday, President Joe
Biden announced that the
United States will send an
additional USD billion in
weapons to Ukraine as his
administration works quickly
to spend all the money it has
available to help Kyiv fight off
Russia before Trump takes
office.
Ukraine has struck back at
Russia with a steady barrage of
missile and drone attacks

throughout the year.
Early Tuesday, Russia’s Defence
Ministry said that air defences
shot down 68 Ukrainian drones
over several regions early
Tuesday.
Head of the Smolensk region in
western Russia, Vasily
Anokhin, said drone fragments
fell on the territory of an oil
depot, sparking a blaze.
In Russia-occupied Crimea,
the Moscow-appointed head of

the city of Sevastopol, Mikhail
Razvozhayev, said that Russian
defenses downed four aerial
drones attacking the city and
sank two uncrewed boats near
the shore.
Meanwhile, Ukraine’s Military
Intelligence Directorate, known
under its acronym GUR,
claimed that one of its naval
drones on Tuesday shot down
a Russian helicopter with a mis-
sile, marking the first time
when an aerial target was
destroyed by an uncrewed ves-
sel.
It said a MaguraV5 naval drone
downed a Russian Mi-8 heli-
copter with an R-73 missile
near Cape Tarkhankut, the
westernmost point of Crimean
peninsula. Another Russian
helicopter was damaged but
managed to reach an airfield,
GUR said.
Russia has held the initiative
this year as its military has
steadily rammed through
Ukrainian defences in the east
in a series of slow but steady
offensives.
Still, in August, Ukraine
launched a raid into Russia’s
Kursk region that caught
Moscow by surprise, dealing
a significant blow to the
Kremlin’s  prestige.  The
Russian army has been able to
reclaim some territory of the
area there from Ukrainian
forces but has failed to fully
dislodge them.

A Ukrainian serviceman cries upon seeing his daughter after returning from captivity during a POWs exchange between Russia
and Ukraine, in Ukraine. AP/PTI

China Russia ties advancing to
higher levels, says President Xi
PTI n BEIJING

China and Russia are mov-
ing forward hand in hand

along the “right path” of non-
alliance, non-confrontation and
their relations have been
advancing towards “higher lev-
els,” Chinese President Xi
Jinping said on Tuesday in his
New Year message to his
Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin. Xi and Putin exchanged
New Year greetings highlight-
ing their burgeoning strategic
ties in recent years.
“In the face of the accelerated
transformation unseen in a
century and a volatile interna-
tional landscape, China and
Russia always move forward
hand in hand along the right
path of non-alliance, non-con-
frontation, and not targeting
any third party,” Xi said in the
message.
Putin in his message said both
countries have advanced the
Russia-China comprehensive
strategic partnership of coordi-
nation for a new era to new
heights.
The mutually beneficial coop-
eration between China’s and
Russia’s economy, trade, ener-
gy, transportation, science, and

technology is progressing in an
orderly manner, the Russian
president according to China’s
state-run Xinhua news agency.
Both leaders exchanged greet-
ings ahead of the January 20
swearing-in of President-elect
Donald Trump who threat-
ened to impose punitive tariffs
on Chinese exports to the US
besides hardening American
policy towards China and hint-
ed at a strategic shift of warm-
ing up to Putin to end the
Ukraine war.
Since taking power in 2012, Xi
has elevated China’s ties with
Russia to a higher level as part
of Beijing’s efforts to build
strategic alliances to ward off
increasing adversity towards
China in the US and EU coun-
tries.
China followed a guarded pol-
icy as it refused to condemn
Moscow over Russia’s war in
Ukraine even while maintain-
ing ties with Kyiv.
In his message to Putin, Xi
recalled their meetings in the
last three years in Beijing,
Astana, and Kazan apart from
their periodic communication
through phone calls, exchanges
of letters, and other means to
reach broad consensus on bilat-

eral relations and major inter-
national and regional issues of
common concern.
“The political mutual trust and
strategic coordination between
the two sides have been
advancing toward higher levels
under the strategic guidance of
the two leaders,” Xi said.
Putin in his message said look-
ing ahead to 2025, he stands
ready to maintain close com-
munication with Xi to jointly
promote the development of
bilateral relations and cooper-
ation in various fields, and
further strengthen coordina-
tion and cooperation on mul-
tilateral platforms such as the
United Nations, BRICS, the
SCO and the G20.

Pak govt, Imran’s PTI to meet
to resolve political differences
PTI n ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan government and
opposition Pakistan Tehreek-

e-Insaf (PTI) negotiators are
scheduled to meet for a crucial
in-camera meeting to resolve
sticky political differences, a
report said on Tuesday.
The meeting on Thursday has
been called by National Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq who
has been facilitating the talks
between the two sides.
The Express Tribune reported the
meeting will take place at
Parliament House at 11 a.m. and
is expected to build on the dis-
cussions that began on December
23. Jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan founded PTI, fol-
lowing internal consultations, is
set to present two key demands
in writing during the upcoming
session.
These demands include the for-

mation of a judicial commission
to investigate the violent events
of May 9, 2023, and the
November 26 crackdown on
PTI workers in Islamabad, as well
as the release of all political pris-
oners, including 72-year-old
Khan. Former National
Assembly Speaker and PTI leader
Asad Qaiser reiterated these
demands and said the party was
firm on the need for a commis-
sion to investigate the May 9 and
November 26 incidents. He also
stressed the need for Khan’s
release. The first round of talks
on December 23 was described
as positive, with both sides agree-
ing to continue the dialogue.
Representing the PTI in the pre-
vious meeting were Qaiser, Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC) Chairman
Sahibzada Hamid Raza, and
Majlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen
(MWM) leader Allama Raja
Nasir Abbas.
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The rupee depreciated 13
paise to close at fresh

record low of 85.65 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar
on Tuesday, ending the year
with a sharp 3 per cent loss on
significant foreign fund out-
flows and a strong greenback
in global markets.
Forex traders said the rupee
has been under continued
pressure amid the Federal
Reserve's cautious stance on
rate cuts and the "Trump fac-
tor" driving up the dollar
index (DXY) and US 10-year
bond yields.
Additionally, slowing domes-
tic macroeconomic growth,
widening trade deficit and
persistent foreign fund out-
flows have further fuelled the
rupee's depreciation.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at

85.54 and touched the lowest
level of 85.66 against the
greenback during intra-day
trade. The unit ended the ses-
sion at 85.65 (provisional)
against the dollar, registering
a fall of 13 paise over its pre-
vious close.
On Monday,  the rupee
dropped 4 paise to 85.52
against the US dollar.
The domestic unit has depre-
ciated against the greenback
by almost 3 per cent from
83.16 on December 29, 2023,
to 85.65 on December 31,
2024.
The local currency breached
the crucial  84-level  on
October 10, surpassed 85-a-
dollar mark on December 19
and even touched the life-
time low of 85.80 intraday on
December 27, recording the
steepest single-day fall in
nearly two years.
According to Anuj

Choudhar y – Research
Analyst  at  Mirae Asset
Sharekhan, the rupee is
expected to trade with a neg-
ative bias on elevated crude
oil prices, overall strength in
the US dollar and month-end
dollar  demand from
importers.
Moreover, persistent selling
pressure by foreign funds
added further strain on the
currency.  Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
offloaded Rs 1,893.16 crore in
the capital markets on net
basis on Monday, according to
exchange data.
In 2024, foreign investors sig-
nificantly scaled back their
investments in Indian equi-
ties, with net inflows amount-
ing to a little over Rs 5,000
crore, as elevated domestic
valuations, coupled with
geopolitical uncertainties
prompted investors to adopt

a more cautious stance.
In 2023, Rs 1.71 lakh crore net
investment was made in the
domestic equity market.
"However, any intervention by
the RBI may support the
rupee at lower levels. Volumes
may remain thin due to the
New Year holiday. USD/INR
spot price is expected to trade
in a range of 85.40 to 85.85,"
Anuj Choudhary – Research
Analyst  at  Mirae Asset
Sharekhan - said.
India's external debt rose to
USD 711.8 billion as of
September this year, up 4.3
per cent over June 2024, as
per the data released by the
Finance Ministry. At the end
of September 2023, the exter-
nal debt stood at USD 637.1
billion.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading lower

by 0.11 per cent at 108.01.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, surged 0.57 per
cent to USD 74.41 per barrel
in futures trade.
On the domestic equity mar-
ket  f ront,  the 30-share
benchmark index Sensex
closed 109.12 points, or 0.14
per cent lower, at 78,139.01
points. The Nifty settled on a
flat note at 23,644.80 points.
On the domestic macroeco-
nomic front, India's current
account deficit (CAD) mod-
erated marginally to USD
11.2 billion or 1.2 per cent of
GDP year-on-year in the July-
September quarter of 2024-
25, according to Reserve Bank
data.
The CAD, an indicator of the
country's external payment
scenario, was USD 11.3 bil-
lion or 1.3 per cent of GDP
during the second quarter of
2023-24. 
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Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani 's  Reliance

Industries Ltd has spent USD
13 billion on acquisitions in
the past five years across new
energy, telecom, retail and
media business to script a
pivot away from core oil and
petrochemicals business to
clean energy and consumer
facing verticals.
Last week, Reliance bought

oncology platform Karkinos
Healthcare for Rs 375 crore,
adding another stack to its
diagnostic and digital health-
care ecosystem, Morgan
Stanley said in a report.
"Over the past five years, RIL
has announced USD 13 bil-
lion in acquisitions with 14
per cent in new energy, 48 per
cent in technology, media
and telecommunications
(TMT), 9 per cent in retail,
and increasingly more in
healthcare," it said.
Of this, USD 6 billion was in
acquisition of companies and
assets in media and education
business and USD 2.6 billion
in telecom and internet ver-

ticals. It spent USD 1.7 billion
on acquisitions in new ener-
gy and USD 1.14 billion in
retail, according to Morgan
Stanley.
RIL's biggest acquisition in

the last five years has been
buyout of local cable TV and
internet service providers
Hathway Cable and Datacom
Ltd for USD 981 million. It
spent USD 771 million on
buying Norwegian-head-
quartered solar panel maker
REC Solar Holdings and
another USD 767 million on
buying search and database
firm JustDial, the report said.

Last week, it acquired a 100
per cent stake in Karkinos
Healthcare, increasing its
exposure to the diagnostic
and healthcare ecosystem fol-
lowing previous investments
like HAGI, Netmeds and
Strand Life Science.
Karkinos provides technolo-
gy driven, innovative solu-
tions for early detection, diag-
nosis and management of
cancer, according to Morgan
Stanley.
It acts like a care partner dur-
ing a patient's cancer treat-
ment.
Other investors in the com-

pany have included Tata
Group, Rakuten, Mayo Clinic,
and Hero Enterprise.
"RIL aims to leverage its tech-
nological expertise and vast
distribution networks to cre-
ate more integrated healthcare
system-digital health plat-
forms, telemedicine services
and advanced healthcare
delivery models," the broker-
age said.
Karkinos was incorporated in
India on July 24, 2020 and is
in the business of providing
technology-driven, innova-
tive solutions for the early
detection, diagnosis, and
management of cancer. It had
a turnover of about Rs 22
crore in the 2022-23 fiscal
year.
Karkinos has cancelled the

existing outstanding 30,075
equity shares held by the erst-
while shareholders of the
company. Its previous promi-
nent investors included Ewart
Investments Ltd (100 per cent
subsidiary of Tata Sons),
Reliance Digital Health Ltd (a
subsidiar y of  Reliance
Industries), Mayo Clinic (US),
Sundar Raman (Director at

Reliance Foundation Youth
Sports and former COO of
Indian Premier League since
2008), and Ravi Kant (ex-MD
of Tata Motors).
The company is focused on

providing end-to-end ser-
vices relating to early detec-
tion and effective treatment
of cancer at substantially
lower than prevailing rates,
while still generating healthy
profitability. In order to meet
this vision, Karkinos started
partnering with hospitals to
provide oncology services
(testing, radiation therapy,
etc.).
The company has partnered

with around 60 hospitals till
December 2023. It is through
a subsidiary setting up a 150-
bed multispecialty cancer
hospital at Imphal, Manipur.
Going forward, its source of
income was said to be via
Advanced Cancer Care
Diagnostics and Research
(ACCDR),  Distr ibuted
Cancer Care Network
(DCCN), tie-ups with corpo-
rates for early diagnosis of
cancer, and cancer care hos-
pital. 
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Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty ended lower in

the final session of 2024 on
Tuesday amid persistent for-
eign fund outflows and weak
trends in the global markets.
Falling for the second straight
day, the 30-share BSE bench-
mark Sensex declined 109.12
points or 0.14 per cent to set-
tle at 78,139.01. Intra-day, it
tanked 687.34 points or 0.87
per cent to 77,560.79.
The NSE Nifty dipped mar-
ginally by 0.10 points to set-
tle at 23,644.80.
In the entire 2024, the Sensex
jumped 5,898.75 points or
8.16 per cent, and the Nifty
surged 1,913.4 points or 8.80
per cent.
The BSE benchmark Sensex
hit  its  record peak of
85,978.25 on September 27
this year, and the NSE Nifty
also reached the lifetime high
of 26,277.35 on the same day.
From the 30 blue-chip pack,
Tech Mahindra, Zomato, Tata
Consultancy Services, Infosys,

ICICI Bank, Bajaj Finance,
Hindustan Unilever and HCL
Technologies were the major
laggards on Tuesday.
Kotak Mahindra Bank, ITC,
UltraTech Cement and Tata
Motors were among the gain-
ers.Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 1,893.16
crore on Monday, according
to exchange data.
In Asian markets ,  and
Shanghai settled lower while
Hong Kong ended in the pos-

itive territory. Markets were
closed in Tokyo and Seoul for
New Year holidays.
European markets were trad-
ing mostly higher. US markets
ended lower on Monday.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.46 per cent to
USD 74.34 a barrel.
The 30-share BSE benchmark
tumbled 450.94 points or 0.57
per cent to settle at 78,248.13
on Monday.  The Nifty
declined 168.50 points or 0.71
per cent to 23,644.90. 
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The Indian startup ecosys-
tem experienced a roller-

coaster ride in 2024, charac-
terised by a slight-yet-con-
cerning decline in funding
activity and a shift in investor
sentiment, alongside a silver
lining with several startups
achieving unicorn status.

Despite facing global eco-
nomic challenges, India's star-
tups showcased remarkable
resilience, adeptly navigating
changing market conditions,
while continuing to attract
investments.

According to data from
Tracxn, Indian startups raised
a total of USD 30.4 billion in
funding throughout 2024, a 6.5
per cent decline from the USD
32.5 billion secured in 2023.
Despite this dip, the Indian

startup ecosystem demon-
strated resilience, with several
companies achieving unicorn
status this year. Noteworthy
entrants to the unicorn club
include Rapido, Ather, Perfios,
Porter, and Money View, high-

lighting ongoing innovation
and investment interest in the
sector.

The overall funding trend
reflects a cautious-yet-opti-
mistic approach from investors,
as they navigate a more selec-
tive funding environment,
while still recognising the
potential of high-growth star-
tups in India.
A slight shift towards early-

stage investments was evident
during the year, with seed and
Series A rounds gaining trac-
tion, as investors sought to back
innovative ideas with long-
term potential.
Businesses that could demon-
strate robust underlying unit
economics found greater
favour this year, Dushyant
Singh, Managing Partner at
Playbook Partners, noted.
Gig economy, retail, and enter-
prise applications stood out as
top-performing sectors,
according to Traxcn.
Quick commerce emerged as

a high-growth sector, with 40
active companies, including
unicorns Zepto, Blinkit, and

Swiggy Instamart, and promis-
ing newcomers Dunzo, Swish,
and Farmako.

In July, the government
announced the abolishment of
the angel tax on investments in
startups to provide a more
conducive environment for
growth.
"By eliminating this tax, the

government has provided a
much-needed boost to
investors and entrepreneurs,
enabling greater liquidity and
more flexible funding options
for startups. However, fewer
funding rounds, high opera-
tional costs, and infrastructure
challenges remain ongoing fac-
tors that need attention," said
Jeenendra Bhandari,
Chairman, JITO Incubation
and Innovation Foundation
(JIIF). There was an encour-
aging rise in women entrepre-
neurs and founders from Tier
2 and 3 towns. Ninad Karpe
from 100X.VC said the entre-
preneurial culture has tran-
scended its traditional bound-
aries.  "The entrepreneurial
culture has transcended its tra-

ditional boundaries, seeping
into colleges, schools, and even
Tier 2 and 3 towns. Founders
from these regions are bringing
fresh perspectives, solving
hyperlocal problems, and cre-
ating opportunities that were
previously untapped.
"There's a noticeable rise in

women entrepreneurs, sig-
nalling a positive shift in inclu-
sivity and diversity within the
startup ecosystem," he said.

According to official data,
India has more than 73,000
startups with at least one

woman director that have been
recognised under the Startup
India Initiative.
Despite the positive trends,

challenges persist.
Global economic uncertainties
have a direct impact on investor
sentiment and funding avail-
ability. 
"While the number of deals has
seen a quarterly increase of 10-
20 per cent... Deal values have
declined significantly. This
reflects a cautious investment
climate, with most funding
rounds being either follow-

ons by existing investors or
bridge rounds aimed at extend-
ing the runway rather than dri-
ving growth. The focus has
shifted from valuation-driven
funding to sustainability and
profitability," FAAD Capital
CEO Aditya Arora said.
The growth in venture capital
this year was mainly driven by
increase in mid and late-stage
investment, Singh seconded.
Startups continue to grapple

with rising operational costs,
which can strain their financial
sustainability. Several Indian
startups have gained fame and
achieved unicorn status despite
not being profitable.
Many startups still face chal-

lenges related to inadequate
physical infrastructure, par-
ticularly in Tier 2 and Tier 3
cities. This can hugely affect
logistics, supply chain man-
agement, and overall opera-
tional efficiency.
Moreover, navigating compli-
ance requirements can be cum-
bersome for new businesses,
diverting resources away from
innovation and growth.

A fitting saying for the current
situation of the Indian startup
ecosystem could be: "In the
midst of adversity, hope is the
seed from which resilience
grows."

Despite a rough patch in
recent years, the Indian start-
up landscape has shown
remarkable buoyancy.

The increasing trend of
Indians returning from abroad
to establish businesses is also
expected to invigorate the
ecosystem with global exper-
tise, Bhandari believes.
Cautious optimism in 2024 is

expected to continue into 2025,
broader market recovery may
still be two years away, with sig-
nificant improvements antici-
pated by 2026, Arora said.
"In the interim, the ecosystem
is expected to witness an
increase in SME IPOs, unlock-
ing real value for investors and
startups alike," he said.
The rise of artificial intelli-

gence, machine learning, and
blockchain technologies is
expected to attract significant
investment. Startups leveraging

these technologies will likely be
at the forefront of funding
conversations.
Deloitte's Chirag Agrawal said
AI is enabling efficient opera-
tions and supporting data-dri-
ven decision-making.
AI-focused startups are attract-
ing significant investments,
particularly in high-impact
areas such as healthcare,
finance, and sustainability, he
said.
"For 2025, India's entrepre-

neurial ecosystem is poised
for continued growth, driven
by technological advance-
ments, government reforms,
and a favourable macroeco-
nomic environment.
"Emerging trends include sig-
nificant investments in Deep
Tech, Electric Vehicles, Clean
Tech, Defence Tech, and Space
Tech. These sectors are expect-
ed to attract substantial fund-
ing, particularly in AI, sus-
tainable technologies, and
space commercialization, posi-
tioning India as a global leader
in these high-potential areas,"
he said. 
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Gold, a safe-haven bet, is
likely to continue its

record-smashing journey in
the New Year, rising to Rs
85,000 per 10 grams and even
Rs 90,000 level in domestic
markets if geopolitical tensions
and global economic uncer-
tainties continue.
Also aiding the run is a dovish
tilt in monetary policy and
buying by central banks, but if
the geopolitical crisis eases, the
precious metal will turn weak
on depreciating rupee.
Gold price is hovering at Rs
79,350 per 10 grams in spot
markets at present, and Rs
76,600 per 10 grams in futures
trade on the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX).
The precious metal capped off
2024 on a strong note with its
best performance, notching 23
per cent returns in the domes-
tic markets. The yellow metal
hit an all-time high of Rs 82,400
per 10 grams on October 30
this year. Silver mirrored this
stellar performance with a 30
per cent gain, surpassing the Rs

1 lakh level per kg level.
Globally, Comex gold futures
started the year at around USD
2,062 per ounce and rallied to
a peak of USD 2,790 per ounce
on October 31, giving returns
of up to 28 per cent, reinforc-
ing their appeal amid global
uncertainties.
Experts believe that precious
metals remain strong perform-
ers in 2025 as well, buoyed by
geopolitical tensions, central
bank purchases, and a pivot
towards lower interest rates by
major central banks.
The outlook for gold in 2025
remains positive, though the
pace of growth may moderate
compared to 2024, LKP
Securities VP Research Analyst
- Commodity and Currency,
Jateen Trivedi told PTI.
"Domestic gold prices are
expected to reach Rs 85,000 as
modest targets, with a best-case
scenario of Rs 90,000 and silver
expected to deliver bit higher
gains towards Rs 1.1 lakh on
modest and even hit Rs 1.25
lakh, if geopolitical tensions
persist or escalate," he said.
He noted that interest rate

cycles are also pivotal as a
global shift toward lower inter-
est rates would inject liquidity
into markets and weaken the
US Dollar, bolstering gold
prices.
However, the US Federal
Reserve's cautious approach to
rate cuts may temper the pace
of price increases. Additionally,
sustained gold purchases by
central banks, driven by diver-
sification strategies and con-
cerns over currency stability
will provide strong support to
bullion, Trivedi added.
Several factors have shaped the
demand demand and supply

dynamics of gold in 2024,
including a turbulent geopolit-
ical landscape. The ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war and ten-
sions in West Asia have spurred
safe-haven demand for bul-
lion, thus impacting its prices
this year.
"Gold and silver markets have
been directly impacted by a tur-
bulent geopolitical environ-
ment. These geopolitical crises
have typically caused an imme-
diate 2-3 per cent spike in
prices, reaffirming investors'
preference for precious metals
as a shield against uncertainty,"
Trivedi said.

However, Commtrendz
Research co-founder and CEO
Gnanasekar Thiagarajan told
PTI that gold prices are strug-
gling to keep up the momen-
tum as the geopolitical uncer-
tainty and economic uncer-
tainty premium have started
fading away. "Market partici-
pants are now taking into con-
sideration US President-elect
Donald Trump's tariff era, eco-
nomic policies and their poten-
tial future impact on the Fed's
mandate to bring inflation
down to 2 per cent. Higher
inflationary expectations could
undermine the appeal for bul-
lion."Furthermore, we would
not be surprised to see the Fed
opt for a cut from May
onwards, as it could allow for a
clearer picture to be formed on
the new administration's actu-
al economic policies rather
than comments made poten-
tially to gain negotiation lever-
age with foreign counterparts,"
he stated.
The outlook is bearish for gold
in the first half of 2025, with the
possibility of testing USD 2,455
(MCX: 73,000-73,500), he said.

The rupee is expected to depre-
ciate further, which could arrest
the fall in local prices relative to
international prices in the com-
ing year, he added.
In the domestic markets, the
government's decision in July
this year to cut gold import duty
by 6 per cent led to a sharp 7 per
cent correction in gold prices,
equivalent to Rs 5,000 per 10
grams.
The price drop spurred physi-
cal demand for gold during the
festive and wedding seasons.
The reduction not only made
gold more affordable but also
boosted increased buying, sup-
porting robust consumption
by the jewellers and consumers.
"Gold jewellery consumption
grew by 17 per cent in 2024, pri-
marily driven by volatility in
gold prices, along with festive
and marriage-related demand.
Additionally, the sharp 900
basis points reduction in import
duty announced in the Union
Budget of July 2024 spurred
demand for jewellery, bars, and
coins," Rahul Kalantri, Vice
President of Commodities at
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.
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PTI n NEW YORK

Indian Grandmaster R Vaishali
surprised herself with a stellar
performance to enter the

quarterfinals of the World Blitz
Championship here, even as
recently-crowned rapid champion
Koneru Humpy made an early exit.
Following Koneru Humpy’s stellar
performance in Rapid, which
earned her the gold medal and a
prize of USD 60,000, it was
Vaishali’s turn to impress her fans.
She triumphed in the women’s
section, scoring 9.5 points out of a
possible 11 with three draws.
“I’m very happy with today’s
performance. Tomorrow will be a
big day. Honestly, it (performance)
was completely unexpected. I was
not expecting the result like how it
went today. Tomorrow, I have to be
ready and prepare well and then
see,” she said.
Russian Kateryna Lagno came
closest to Vaishali, scoring 8.5
points, while the remaining six
qualifiers finished with an identical
eight points. Despite meeting the
points criteria, Humpy was

eliminated due to the worst
tiebreaker, finishing ninth.
In the Open section, 10 players
were tied for first place, including
world number one Magnus
Carlsen. The Norwegian scored
when needed and drew six of his 13
games, finishing among the co-
leaders at the end of the qualifiers.
Russian Ian Nepomniachtchi won
the qualifier with 9.5 points,
benefiting from the best tiebreak,
while Fabiano Caruana of the
United States finished second,
ahead of Carlsen, who was placed
third.
Surprisingly, none of the Indians
made the top eight, despite some
early promising performances.
Arjun Erigaisi played brilliantly at
the start, securing victories in the
first five rounds but faded away to
finish with a sub-par seven points.
R Praggnanandhaa was the best-
placed Indian, with 8.5 points, but
a last-round loss to Russian Daniil
Dubov cost him a spot in the
quarterfinals.
In the women’s quarterfinal,
Vaishali will face Chinese
Grandmaster Zhu Jiner.

Vaishali’s back-to-back victories
against GMs Nana Dzagnidze of
Georgia and Valentina Gunina of

Russia in rounds 7-8 provided the
necessary boost for the Indian
player to top the event with ease.

The 23-year-old Indian played a
dramatic match against Gunina,
where she found herself under

extreme time pressure and played
23 moves with hardly any time to
think.
“You have nothing to think, you
keep playing your moves. That was
a very bad time management in
that game (by me). She (opponent)
was ahead on the clock and on the
board, she was a full pawn up but I
kept playing,” said Vaishali, who
virtually had seven second for each
of her 23 moves.
“Towards the end, I offered a draw
with the rook-knight 3 versus 3. I
think she wanted to play but her
clock fell and that’s how I won the
game.”
Vaishali said there were many
players stronger than her in Blitz
and that she was just lucky to have
led the field by one full point.
“I don’t think I’m a great blitz
player, honestly. There are many
more strong players here. I think,
today, I was lucky in many games
and it just worked out.”
Talking about the knockout round,
Vaishali said: “I haven’t thought
about it t all. The last few days I’ve
been sick, not gone out much,” she
said, adding that she would any day

prefer classical games to Rapid
chess.
“I prefer classical any day... Rapid is
fun to play but lots of emotions.
Like, so many games you are
playing in a day and it’s hard to deal
with sometimes. I think that’s the
major difference (between classical
and Rapid).” 
Indian standings:
Open: R Pragnanandhaa (8.5) – 23;
Raunak Sadhwani (8) 46; Arjun
Erigaisi (7) 64; Aravindh
Chithambaram (7) 68; V Pranav
(7) 67;
Women: R Vaishali (9.5) 1; K
Humpy (8) 9; Divya Deshmukh (7)
18; Vantika Agarwal (7) 19; D
Harika (7) 22.
Qualifiers: Open: 1-8; Ian
Nepomniachtchi, Volodar Murzin
(Both Fide); Fabiano Caruana,
Hans Niemann Moke, Wesley So
(all USA); Magnus Carlsen (Nor);
Duda Jan-Kryzsztof (Pol); Alireza
Firoujza (Fra).
Women 1-8: R Vaishali (Ind); Lei
Tingjie, Wenjun Ju, Zhu Jiner (all
Chn); Kateryna Lagno, Valentina
Gunina (Both Fide); Carissa Yip
(Usa) Bibisara Assaubayeva (Kaz). 

AP n OTTAWA

Maxim Strbak scored
2:55 into overtime to

lead Slovakia to a 5-4 win
over Kazakhstan at the world
junior hockey
championship.
Slovakia hled a 4-2 lead with
less than five minutes
remaining in regulation and
Kazakh forward Asanali
Sarkenov was assessed a 5-
minute major and a game
misconduct for cross-
checking Slovak forward
Frantisek Dej.
Kazakhstan scored twice
while short-handed, sending
the game into overtime.
Davlat Nurkenov scored at
16:37 of the third period and
Kirill Lyapunov tied it with
just 29 seconds left.
Dalibor Dvorsky and Juraj
Pekarcik each scored twice
for Slovakia, which twice
held a three-goal lead.
Goaltender Samuel Urban
allowed four goals on 17
shots.
Sarkenov and Artur Gross
also scored for Kazakhstan.
Vladimir Nikitin, a prospect

with the Ottawa Senators,
made 37 saves, including
four in OT, for Kazakhstan.
Kazakhstan earned its first
point in the tournament
after opening with two
lopsided losses, moving
ahead of last-place
Switzerland in Group B. The
teams meet Tuesday with a
spot in the quarterfinals on
the line on the final day of
preliminary round action.
Slovakia finished the
preliminary round with five

points on a regulation win,
an overtime win and two
losses. The Slovaks were
guaranteed to finish third in
Group B and advance to the
quarterfinals.
In Group A, Latvia secured a
berth in the quarterfinal
round by beating Germany
4-3 in overtime.
Eriks Mateiko had two goals
for Latvia, including the
winner at 3:23 of OT. Bruno
Osmanis and Olivers
Murnieks also scored.

AP n AUCKLAND

Former U.S. Open
champion Emma

Raducanu has withdrawn
from the Auckland tennis
classic, saying a back injury
she has been nursing in recent
weeks had not improved as
much as she hoped.
The 22-year-old British player
was seeded sixth for the
tournament and was due to
play her opening match of the
new season on Tuesday
against Robin Montgomery of
the United States.
“I’ve tried my best to be ready.
I love Auckland and the fans
here. But unfortunately I’ve
picked up a back niggle and I
won’t be ready in time,”
Raducanu said.
Second-seeded Elise Mertens
of Belgium also withdrew on
Tuesday from the tournament
which is a tune-up for the
Australian Open beginning
Jan. 12 in Melbourne.
“I am sorry not to play my

singles due to an injury,”
Mertens said. “I wish the
tournament all the best and
hope to be back next year.”
In a pre-tournament news
conference on Monday
Raducanu expressed
optimism for the new season.
She finished her 2024 season
on a high, winning all three of
her singles for Britain at the
Billy Jean King Cup.

‘So that’s like a good stepping
stone after three surgeries the
year before,” Raducanu said.
“And I think this year I’m just
ready to push on and build on
and I’ve really kind of taken
measures and steps to do that
with my team and how I’m
operating and how I’m feeling
about things. So, I’m looking
forward to this year.”
Raducanu’s career has been

regularly hampered by
injuries and she recently hired
fitness coach Yutaka
Nakamura to join her team.
Nakamura accompanied her
to Auckland. 
The 2021 U.S. Open
champion returned to tennis
last year after undergoing
surgery on both wrists and an
ankle. 
But she was sidelined for
several weeks late in the
season by a foot injury.
Raducanu fell out of the top
300 during her injury
struggles but fought her way
back to 56th through 2024.
The Auckland event would
have marked the first time in
almost two years she has been
seeded in a tournament. 
“I haven’t been seeded in a
while,” Raducanu said. “It
doesn’t really make a
difference though. I feel like
everyone and the depth of the
women’s game right now is so
strong that literally anyone
can win any tournament.

AP n LONDON

Alexander Isak scored for the
sixth straight Premier League

game as Newcastle beat
Manchester United 2-0 at Old
Trafford to condemn Ruben
Amorim’s side to its worst home
run in the top tier since the 1970s.
Relegation-threatened Ipswich
beat Chelsea 2-0 to win at home
for the first time this season, and
Aston Villa and Brighton drew 2-
2. 
Newcastle’s commanding display
marked the first time since
February 1979 that Man United
has lost three home league games
in a row. It was also the first time
since 1962 that United has lost
five league matches in the same
calendar month.
Isak started the misery for home
fans with his eighth goal in six
matches. The Sweden striker put
Newcastle ahead with a header

after four minutes and Joelinton
doubled its lead 15 minutes later
when he rose above Lisandro
Martinez to head in a second.
Isak had another effort
disallowed after half an hour and
Sandro Tonali hit the woodwork
seconds later as Newcastle
threatened to run riot.
Amorim withdrew Joshua
Zirkzee for Kobbie Mainoo
before halftime but United looked
toothless — and clueless — in
what was a dismal display.
“We suffered a goal and then it
was hard to come back,” Amorim
said. “They were the better team,
plain and simple.”
The defeat was the fifth in eight
league games since Amorim
joined from Sporting Lisbon in
November and left United in 14th
place, seven points above the
relegation zone.
Newcastle is fifth and starting to
entertain the possibility of a top-

four finish.
“There is still a long way to go but
the team is improving,” Joelinton
said. “Time will tell how good we
are but we are enjoying football
right now. We have to be humble
and keep our feet on the ground.”
Ipswich savors home winChelsea
started the day with the best away
record in the league after leader
Liverpool but it was trailing at
Portman Road after just 12
minutes thanks to a mistake from
goalkeeper Filip Jorgensen.
The Scandinavian replaced
Robert Sanchez in the Chelsea
goal but he was adjudged to have
fouled Liam Delap in the box and
Delap got up to convert the
penalty with aplomb.
Chelsea pushed forward in search
of an equalizer but it was Ipswich
that doubled its lead early in the
second half.
A poor pass from Axel Disasi
allowed Delap to stretch the

Chelsea defense and his pass set
up Omari Hutchinson to score
against his former club.
It was the first time this season
that Chelsea has lost two games in

a row. It remained in fourth place
after missing a chance to go above
Arsenal and Nottingham Forest
into second.
Ipswich moved up to 18th place

in the 20-team division.
It was the first home win in the
Premier League for promoted
Ipswich since 2002 and coach
Kieran McKenna praised his side.
“It was everything it needed to
be,” McKenna said. “We
defended, outstanding
organization throughout the
game.”
“There has been hope in the
performances in general, we have
been competing in almost every
game. If you do that, you always
have a chance.”
Brighton scores late to salvage 2-2
draw at VillaAston Villa was
unbeaten in its last eight games at
Villa Park but went behind after
just 12 minutes against a lively
Brighton side.
With the Villa defense all at sea,
Simon Adingra gathered a loose
ball and curled a right-footed
shot past Emiliano Martínez.
Villa came roaring back and got

an equalizer in the 36th through
birthday boy Ollie Watkins. The
29-year-old Watkins, who
returned to the side to replace the
suspended Jhon Duran,
converted a penalty after Morgan
Rogers was adjudged to have been
fouled.
It was Rogers who put Villa in
front early in the second half and
once again Watkins was involved.
His cute chip released Rogers,
who chested the ball down and
scored his sixth goal of the
season.
However, Tariq Lamptey fired
home with eight minutes left to
give Brighton a share of the
points.
The result leaves Villa in ninth
and Brighton in 10th.
“We’ve been in that position a few
times this season and we’ve failed
to see it out,” a disappointed
Watkins told the BBC’s Match of
the Day program.

Dismal Manchester United loses again at home as Ipswich upsets Chelsea in Premier League

Indian Grandmaster R Vaishali wins World blitz finals qualifier

AP n PERTH

The top-seeded pair of
Coco Gauff and U.S.

Open finalist Taylor Fritz of
the United States are into the
United Cup mixed teams
tennis quarterfinals.
Fritz beat Borna Coric 6-3, 6-
2 Tuesday as the American
team needed to win only one
match to top Group A. For
good measure, Gauff beat
Donna Vekic 6-4, 6-2 in the
later women’s singles.
The world No. 3 lost to Vekic
at the Paris Olympics but
Bencic was no match for
Gauff on Tuesday.
“Really happy with how I
played today,” Gauff said.
“She’s a great player. The
Olympics loss hurt so I
definitely was thinking about
it just as motivation to do
better and I’m happy to send
my team through.”
The U.S. Beat Canada in its
opening match.
The Perth quarterfinals were

set for Wednesday, with the
U.S. Taking on China, which
qualified as the best runner-
up, and group winners
Kazakhstan and Germany
playing each other.
In Sydney, Italy also moved
into the quarterfinals
Tuesday with a 3-0 win over
France at Ken Rosewall
Arena. Flavio Cobolli
claimed a 6-3, 6-7 (8), 6-2
upset singles win over

France’s Ugo Humbert.
Jasmine Paolini beat Chloe
Paquet 6-0, 6-2 to give Italy
its winning margin before
also winning the mixed
doubles.
Winners of the past two
Davis Cups and runners-up
two years ago to the U.S. In
the inaugural edition of the
season-opening mixed
teams’ event, Italy won
Group D without world No.

AP n ROME

Benjamín Domínguez
scored a brace for Bologna

but a red card for Tommaso
Pobega and a late own-goal by
Santiago Castro sent the host
team crashing to a 3-2 defeat
against Verona in Serie A.
Domínguez scored in the 20th
and 58th minutes, either side
of a Verona double from Amir
Sarr and Casper Tengstedt.
But Pobega’s red card, shown
for striking an opponent in an
off-the-ball incident early in
the second half, hampered the
home side and with three
minutes left on the clock, a
free kick from Ondrej Duda
hit Castro to wrong-foot his
own goalkeeper and give
Verona all three points.
The result was a blow to
Bologna’s hopes of securing a
European place and leaves it
in seventh place, four points
behind Juventus.
Verona moved four points
clear of the relegation zone.
Como beats Lecce 2-0Nico
Paz missed a first-half penalty
earlier Monday but made
amends in the second period

with the goal that sent Como
on its way to a 2-0 win over
Lecce in Serie A.
The 20-year-old Argentine
international saw his weak
spot kick saved by the legs of
Wladimiro Falcone after half
an hour but he was on target
in the 50th minute when he
side-footed home from just
outside the box.
Patrick Cutrone, who hit the
bar early in the game, got a
second goal with 10 minutes
remaining when he seized on
a rebound in the box and
slotted home.
It was Como’s first league win
over Lecce since 1994 and lifts
it into 15th place, two points
and one spot above its
opponent.

Former US Open Champion Emma Raducanu
withdraws from Auckland tennis classic 

Gauff, Fritz qualify the US for the United
Cup mixed teams tennis quarterfinals

Verona wins 3-2 at 10-man
Bologna in Serie A 

Slovakia beats Kazakhstan 5-4 in overtime
at the world junior hockey championship

PTI n AHMEDABAD

Mumbai’s Ayush Mhatre
on Tuesday set a new

world record for the youngest
player to score 150+ in List A
cricket during the Vijay
Hazare Trophy match against
Nagaland here, bettering
compatriot Yashasvi Jaiswal’s
effort.
At 17 years and 168 days,
Mhatre broke the previous
record set by India batter
Jaiswal, who was 17 years and
291 days when he achieved the
feat while playing for Mumbai
against against Jharkhand in
2019.
Mhatre, who made his debut
for domestic giants Mumbai
earlier this season, clobbered
11 sixes and 15 fours to make
181 off only 117 balls while
powering his side to an
imposing 403 for seven in
their 50 overs.
Mhatre, who hails from the
Virar suburb in Mumbai, has
been a regular fixture for the
domestic heavyweights across
formats ever since he broke
into the squad earlier this
season.

He was a part of the Irani Cup-
winning Mumbai side which
defeated Rest of India to win
the trophy after a gap of 27
years in October. On his Ranji
Trophy debut, Mhatre scored a
fine 71-ball 52 but Mumbai
lost the season opener to
Baroda in an away game.
With the defending
champions looking to bounce
back after the loss in the first
Ranji game, Mhatre led the
charge with a brilliant 176 off
232 balls, which was studded
with 22 fours and four sixes
against Maharashtra. Mumbai
won the game by nine wickets.
He had a couple of quiet
outings against Tripura and

Odisha but slammed his
second first-class ton — 116
off 149 balls with 12 fours and
three sixes — against Services
and went on to represent India
in the U-19 Asia Cup.
The right-handed batter
carried his form by scoring
fifties (54 and 67 not out)
against Japan and UAE, but fell
for a single digit score in the
tournament’s final which India
lost to Bangladesh.
Having missed Mumbai’s Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy title
triumph, Mhatre returned to
the premier domestic 50-overs
competition with a 78 in a
high-scoring contest against
Karnataka. 

Mhatre becomes youngest
to score 150 in List A cricket

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic
Association has given

recognition to the Indian Golf
Union (IGU) led by Harish
Kumar Reddy while declaring
the other body, headed by
Brijinder Singh, void. 
A letter signed by IOA
president PT Usha issued on
Monday stated that the
National Olympic Committee
had “reviewed the facts” and
“examined the procedural
adherence” before
recognising the body headed
by Reddy. 

IOA chief PT Usha
recognises golf
body headed by
Harish Reddy
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PTI n MELBOURNE

Indian cricket has produced a
generational superstar in
Yashasvi Jaiswal and will

remain in good health even when
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma
decide to call time on their
careers, feels former Australia
head coach and two-time World
Cup winner Darren Lehmann.
The 54-year-old, who played 27
Tests and 117 ODIs during his
decade-long career, is also
captivated by Jasprit Bumrah’s
skills, claiming to have never seen
any player have more impact in a
single series.
Talking about impending
retirements of Rohit and Kohli
following their poor show in the
ongoing series where India trail 1-
2, Lehmann was empathetic and
practical about the transition in
Indian cricket.
“Look whenever they decide to
give it away and whatever
happens in next few days they
have been great players for India

over a long period of time,”
Lehmann, a member of 1999 and
2003 ODI World Cup-winning
teams told PTI.
“Now actually we see younger
players starting to step up for
India and play well at next level.
There is so much depth in Indian
cricket I won’t worry too much,”
Lehmann was pretty matter of
fact.
“Whenever these two guys decide
to retire, there are so many
talented youngsters that Indian
cricket will be in good stead.”
Having watched Jaiswal emerge as
the flagbearer of Indian batting in
the series, Lehmann made a bold
prediction about the southpaw,
who has scores of 161, 82 and 84
in this series.
“Oh, superstar. One of the best I
have seen,” Lehmann said quickly,
before the question was finished.
“He (Jaiswal) and Harry Brook
are two next generation players.
They are the ones that people will
sit back and say they are good
players. He played very well in

Melbourne and was outstanding
in Perth. He has come up leaps
and bounds on this tour,” the
beefy left-hander of yesteryears
said. But Lehmann reserved his
highest praise for Bumrah,
equating him with all-time greats
such as Wasim Akram and Glenn
McGrath.
“I presume he (Bumrah) is the
next captain when Rohit finishes.
He did a really good job in Perth.
He is the best bowler I have ever
seen live.
“I have seen Wasim Akram,
Glenn McGrath and all but I have
not seen a bowler have impact
like him in a single series like
Jasprit Bumrah has since Mitchell
Johnson in 2013-14 Ashes win.
“This is very similar as Bumrah
already has 30 wickets. He has
been outstanding to watch. He
will do well when he gets a chance
to lead India.”
Talking about transition,
Lehmann noted that Australia’s
batting could be a concern, rather
than the bowling, even though

Pat Cummins, Mitchell Starc, Josh
Hazlewood, Scott Boland, and
Michael Neser are all in their
early to mid-30s.
“I am not so worried about
bowling as lot of good kids are
coming up. Lance Morris, Xavier
Bartlett from Brisbane Heats, so
there are plenty of them. Spinners
are okay but it is the batting that is
being tested at the moment,” said
Lehmann.
“There will be some changes with
greats retiring but fast bowling
will be good enough. How long
Cummins and Starc survive time
will tell, but hopefully, they will
get to till next Ashes.”
Lehmann has had a decent
reputation as a coach but when
asked if he would consider
coaching the Indian national
team, the answer was negative.
“It would have been an honour to
work with Indian national team
but I am done with international
cricket. I just want the young guys
to get better,” Lehmann signed
off. 

Indian cricket has depth to fill Rohit, Virat’s void: Lehmann

PTI nMELBOURNE

Lavishing praise on young
Sam Konstas, former

opener David Warner has
urged Australia’s senior players
to adopt a similar aggressive
approach when facing Indian
pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah, who has been a
dominant force with the ball in
the ongoing series.
The 19-year-old Konstas
played some stunning scoops
and laps off Bumrah en route
to a 65-ball 60 on his Test
debut during the fourth Test at
Melbourne, which the Aussies
won by 184 runs on Monday.
“It was very special. People are
going to criticise him as well.
That’s the nature of the beast,
that’s the way he is going to
play,” Warner told AAP.
“When someone like Bumrah
is bowling to you, you have to
try and execute somehow.
They put a third-man in and
fine leg to him and bowled him
through the gate (in the second
innings). “He will look back on
that and go ‘what a great
experience in the Boxing Day
Test’. He now gets to come here
for New Year’s Test.”
Konstas had scored 107 off 97
balls against India for the
Prime Minister’s XI. He had
also scored an unbeaten 73 at
the MCG against India A,
besides making two centuries
in the Sheffield Shield and a
record-breaking 50 on debut
for the Sydney Thunder in the
Big Bash League.
“What he did in the Prime
Minister’s XI shows he has that
talent. But it also shows he is
brave.”

Warner wants Australia’s
seniors to follow Konstas’
mindset against India

AP n LONDON

Wayne Rooney was fired as
Plymouth Argyle coach

on Tuesday after just seven
months in charge of the
struggling Championship
team. The 39-year-old former
England and Manchester
United striker was hired in May
and departs with Plymouth last
in the English second tier with
four wins in 23 games this

season. His final game was a 2-
0 loss to Oxford United on
Sunday which extended
Argyle’s winless run to nine
games. “Plymouth Argyle can
confirm that the club and head
coach Wayne Rooney have
mutually agreed to part ways
with immediate effect,” the club
said in a statement. “We would
like to thank Wayne and his
team for all their efforts and
wish them well for the future.”

Wayne Rooney fired
as Plymouth coach 

PTI n MELBOURNE

Australia batter Travis
Head has explained his

unusual celebration after
dismissing Rishabh Pant in
the Boxing Day Test, stating it
signifies “finger on the ice,” a
quirky gesture that he first
showed during the tour of Sri
Lanka.
After batting through an
entire session, Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Rishabh Pant
appeared poised to guide
India to a draw on the final
day of the Boxing Day Test.
However, Head turned the
game on its head by
dismissing Pant, which
triggered a dramatic Indian
collapse and paved the way
for a 184-run Australian
victory, giving the hosts a 2-1
lead in the five-match series.
Pant mis-timed a pull shot

and was caught at long-on,
after which Head celebrated
the moment with his
distinctive gesture of folding
the fingers of his left hand
into a circle and dipping the
forefinger of his right hand
into it.
“Finger on the ice. I started in

Sri Lanka. I put my finger on
the ice and be ready to go for
the next one,” Head told
‘Triple M Radio’ after the
Melbourne Test.
“I didn’t expect to be bowling.
I thought Galle would be my
next bowling. I’ll go put it
down in a little cup of ice, be

ready to go up there next,” he
added, referring to Australia’s
upcoming tour of the island
nation.
Head’s celebration quickly
gained attention and went
viral on social media. After
the match, Australian captain
Pat Cummins was asked
about it and he offered a
lighthearted explanation.
“I can explain it. It’s his finger
so hot he’s got to put in a cup
of ice. Yeah that’s what it is,”
Cummins told reporters.
“So, that’s normally the
running joke. It was in the
Gabba or somewhere he got a
wicket as well and just straight
to the fridge, grabs a bucket of
ice, puts his finger in and just
walks in front of Lyno
(Nathan Lyon)...Just like that
(he) thinks it’s very funny.
“So that’s what it would have
been, nothing else.”

PTI n DUBAI

India off-spinner Deepti
Sharma climbed a spot to

enter the top 5 in the latest
ICC women’s ODI ranking for
bowlers following her match-
winning performances in the
recently-concluded series
against the West Indies at
home.
Deepti, who is fifth now, has
665 rating points and is
marginally behind fourth-
placed South Africa’s
Marizanne Kapp (677 rating
points).
The 27-year-old made
headlines, taking eight
wickets in two matches,
including 6/31 in the last
game as India completed a
clean sweep in the three-
match series in Vadodara.
Among batters, Jemimah
Rodrigues (537 rating points)
is closing in on a top-20 as she
has jumped four spots to

22nd thanks to scores of 29
and 52 during the series. 
The big-hitting Richa Ghosh
(13 not out and 23 not out)
has moved seven spots to 41st
(448 rating points), with
Chinelle Henry’s half-century
in the third ODI leading to a
21-spot leap to 65th (349
rating points).
However, charismatic India
opener Smriti Mandhana
(720 rating points), who
scored two half-centuries in
the series, has dropped one
place to third and trails South
Africa’s Laura Wolvaardt
(773) and Chamari
Athapaththu (733). 

Travis Head explains ‘finger on ice’
celebration after dismissing Pant

“Him being brave at the top of
the order, you’ve got guys who
have played 50 Tests, they
could have been brave as well,
they could have played
different shots, they could have
moved out of their crease and
batted different.”
Warner added that while
players like Steve Smith had
experimented with various
approaches, it shouldn’t take a
newcomer’s boldness to shift
the momentum.
“Smudge (Steve Smith) tried a
million different things. But it
shouldn’t take someone to
come out there and be brave to
get that momentum shifting.
You have experience at the top
of the order, experience in that
whole line up,” Warner said.
“Travis Head took the game
away from them in Adelaide
with that magnificent
hundred. It shouldn’t take that
guy just to come and do that.
It’s the way the Australians
played but other people can be
braver as well.”

Deepti jumps to fifth
spot in ICC ODI rankings


