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Prosecution seeks death
penalty for Sajjan Kumar

Nepal embassy visits Odisha
institute over suicide uproar

President approves
Jain’s prosecution

SC comes to rescue of ‘pervert’ Allahabadia

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition (LoP) in Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday attacked Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi and

Home Minister (HM) Amit Shah for the
midnight decision to select the new Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC), when the
process of selection is being challenged in the
Supreme Court (SC).
While Rahul who said it was “disrespectful”
and “discourteous” on part of the Centre to
ignore his dissent note to the CEC selection
panel comprising of PM and HM, the BJP
dismissed the Congress leader’s criticism and
accused the LoP of undermining an elected

government’s constitutional mandate through
“malicious” judicial activism.
The government late on Monday night
appointed Gyanesh Kumar as the new CEC
hours after the meeting of the PM-led
selection committee in which the Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha asked the
government to defer the meeting in view of the
SC hearing in the matter.
Meanwhile the SC on Tuesday said it would
take up on February 19 on “priority basis” the
pleas against the appointments of the CEC and
election commissioners (EC) under the 2023
law.
“During the meeting of the committee to
select the next Election Commissioner, I
presented a dissent note to the PM and HM,
that stated: The most fundamental aspect of an
independent Election Commission, free from
executive interference, is the process of
choosing the Election Commissioner and
Chief Election Commissioner,” Rahul said in a
social media post.
“By violating the Supreme Court order and
removing the Chief Justice of India from the
committee, the Modi Government has
exacerbated the concerns of hundreds of
millions of voters over the integrity of our
electoral process,” he also said in his post while
sharing his dissent note.
Rahul said as the LoP, it is his duty to uphold
the ideals of Babasaheb Ambedkar and the
founding leaders of the nation while holding
the government to account.
In his dissent note presented before the
panel, the Congress leader cited a speech of
BR Ambedkar in the Constituent Assembly
in June 1949 to discuss the setting up of an
independent Election Commission, where
he had warned about executive interference
in India’s democracy and the affairs of the
Election Commission.
Rahul said in a judgement on March 2,
2023, the Constitutional Bench of the
Supreme Court ordered the appointment of
the CEC and election commissioners should
be undertaken by a committee comprising
the PM, the LoP and the Chief Justice of
India.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court (SC) on
Tuesday protected influencer

Ranveer Allahbadia from arrest over
his distasteful comments during a
YouTube show while severely
castigating him for the remarks it
described as “showing a perverted
mind”. Several FIRs have been filed
against Allahbadia, popularly known
as BeerBiceps, for the comment on
parents and sex on comedian Samay
Raina’s YouTube show “India’s Got
Latent”. A furious court at the outset
berated Allahbadia for his
“unacceptable comments” on the

show and said, “... There is
something dirty in his mind which
has been vomited on the YouTube
show.” 
“The words you have used will make
daughters, sisters, parents and even
the society feel ashamed. It shows a
perverted mind. If this is not
obscenity, what is it? Why should we
quash or club the FIRs against you?”
asked Justice Surya Kant, who was on
the bench along with Justice N
Kotiswar Singh.
However, the bench agreed to the
submissions of senior advocate
Abhinav Chandrachud, representing
the influencer, that Allahbadia be

protected from arrest keeping in
mind the filing of multiple FIRs on
the same issue as well as the death
threats against him. 
“Are you defending the kind of
language he has used?” Justice Surya
Kant asked Chandrachud, who
conceded that he himself was
“disgusted”. The senior lawyer,
however, said the question was
whether the remarks constituted a
criminal offence as profanity per se
would not amount to obscenity. “If
you can try to attain cheap publicity
by saying these kinds of things, there
might be others also who might want
to get cheap publicity by making

threats,” the bench said. 
The bench directed that no further
FIRs shall be lodged against him for
his comments during the YouTube
show, “India’s Got Latent”. The top
court also restrained Allahbadia and
his associate influencers on the
controversial YouTube show from
airing any other episode till further
orders. It directed Allahbadia to
deposit his passport at the Thane
police station and said he shall not
leave the country without the prior
permission of the court. 
The bench directed Allahbadia to
cooperate in the probe of the FIRs
lodged at Maharashtra and Assam. 

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Almost a fortnight after the BJP emerged
victorious in the Delhi Assembly

elections, the suspense over the chief
minister of Delhi still remains as the party
has yet to make an announcement. Insiders
say the new Delhi Chief Minister and the
council of ministers are set to take oath at the
Ramlila Maidan on Thursday evening. The
decision is likely to be announced on
Wednesday, when the new BJP legislature
party is scheduled to meet, as per the party
sources.
As the iconic Ramlila Maidan is being
spruced up with its boundary walls receiving

a fresh coat of paint, tents for the grand oath
taking ceremony, sources said the legislature
party meeting will take place around 3:30 pm
following which final name of candidate will
be announced. Earlier, the oath ceremony
was scheduled around 4 pm at Ramlila
Maidan but it has been rescheduled to 11 am
due to some unknown reasons. Party sources
said that arrangements have been speed up
accordingly. 
For the BJP leaders, it was hectic schedule
throughout the day on Tuesday as many
senior leaders including Vinod Tavde, Tarun
Chugh, etc were seen taking stock of
preparations on the ground by visiting with
the BJP leaders.

Oath final for ‘suspense’ CM
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
BHUBANESWAR/NEW DELHI

Officers from the Nepal
embassy visited the

engineering institute in
Bhubaneswar after a student
from the neighbouring
country was found dead in
her hostel on the campus.
The officers are also expected
to meet a group of students
who were allegedly evicted
from their hostel, amid

tension on the institute
campus. While Nepal Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli
offered some relief to the
distressed students, Odisha
Higher Education Minister
Suryabanshi Suraj said the
state government has been
monitoring the situation and
will facilitate the Nepali
students, who have allegedly
been evicted from their
hostel, to return to the KIIT
campus.

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu
on Tuesday sanctioned the

prosecution against former
Delhi minister and AAP
leader Satyendar Jain in a case
investigated by the
Enforcement Directorate.
The case falls under the
provisions of the Prevention
of Money laundering Act
(PMLA), 
The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on Friday sought the
President of India’s approval
to prosecute former Delhi
minister and AAP leader
Satyendar Jain under Section
218 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Suraksha Sanhita (BNS), 2023
in the alleged
disproportionate assets were
to the tune of Rs 1.47 crore,
about 217 per cent more than
Jain’s known sources of
income during 2015-17. The
MHA has claimed that there
is adequate evidence against
the AAP leader to implicate
him on charges of laundering
money through four shell
companies allegedly linked to
him. Based on material
received from the
Enforcement Directorate, he
President found sufficient
evidence to grant the request,
officials said.
Currently, out on bail, Jain
has been chargesheeted by
the ED. The money-
laundering case stems from
an August 2017 FIR filed by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) against
Jain and others, alleging
possession of
disproportionate assets. Jain
had recently lost Shakur Basti
seat to BJP’s Karnail Singh by
a margin of 20,998 votes.

STAFF REPORTER N NEW DELHI

The prosecution has sought the death
penalty for former Congress MP Sajjan

Kumar who was convicted by a Delhi court
last week over the killings of two Sikhs in the
national capital during the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots saying the crime was committed in a
“brutal and diabolical manner”. The
prosecution said the case was “graver than
the Nirbhaya case” of 2012 in a written
submission filed before special judge Kaveri
Baweja. “The present case is graver than the
Nirbhaya case as in the Nirbhaya case, a
young woman was targeted but in the
present case, people of a particular
community were targeted,” it said.
Arguments on the quantum of sentencing
will take place on February 20 as the lawyers
were on strike on Tuesday.
While describing the case as rare of the
rarest, Additional Public prosecutor (APP)
Manish Rawat in his written submissions has
pressed for death penalty for the convict in
view of the guidelines issued in Nirbhaya and
other cases. 
Asking the convict and the victims to file
their written submissions, Special judge
Kaveri Baweja has listed the matter for
hearing arguments on sentence on February
21. The minimum punishment for murder is
life imprisonment.
Senior advocate H S Phoolka, appearing for
the complainant, supported the prosecution’s
demand of death penalty and sought time to

argue the matter.
The judge deferred the matter to February 21
after Kumar’s counsel sought time to argue
the matter, saying lawyers were abstaining
from work on Tuesday in protest of the
Advocate Amendment Bill, 2025.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
JHANSI

What initially appeared to
be a case of suicide has

taken a shocking turn after a
four-year-old girl’s drawing
cast doubt on the
circumstances surrounding
her mother’s death. Sonali
Budholia, 27, was found dead
at her home in Panchavati
Shiv Parivar Colony on
Monday, with her in-laws
claiming she had taken her
own life.
However, her daughter
Darshita’s unsettling
illustration and statements to
the media have pointed to
possible foul play,
implicating her father,
Sandeep Budholia, in the
tragedy.Darshita’s drawing
depicted a violent assault on
her mother. She later told
reporters that her father had

physically attacked Sonali
before staging her death.
“Papa assaulted and killed
Mummy and said, ‘Die if
you want to.’ He hanged her
body and hit her head with a
stone. Later, he brought
down the body and put it in
a sack,” the child revealed.
Her statements also
suggested a history of
domestic abuse, alleging
that Sandeep often
threatened to kill her
mother. “I once warned him
that if he hurt my mother, I
would break his hand. He
would hit her and say she
should die, and that I should
meet the same fate,”
Darshita recounted.
Sonali’s father, Sanjeev
Tripathi, who lives in
Tikamgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, described a
troubled marriage marred by
alleged dowry demands and

mistreatment. He claimed
that despite giving Rs 20 lakh
in dowry, the demands
continued. A previous dowry
harassment case was lodged
against Sonali’s husband,
Sandeep Budholiya, but was
later settled based on alleged
false assurances from his
family.
He claimed that after Sonali
gave birth to a daughter in
2020the abuse intensified.
“After the delivery, Sandeep
and his family abandoned
her in the hospital. I had to
clear the bill and take her
home. A month later,
Sandeep returned to take
Sonali and Darshita back,” he
said.
Sanjeev further stated that
just days before her death,
Sandeep insisted Sonali
return home from a cousin’s
wedding, despite her
reluctance. 

Child’s drawing raises doubts
over mother’s death in Jhansi

RAHUL DISSENTS POLL
PANEL, BJP DEFENDS

Family members of a Nepal’s girl student who died by suicide reach the Kalinga
Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT), in Bhubaneswa PTI

Preparations underway for the oath ceremony of the new Delhi Government, at the Ramlila Maidan Photo: Ranjan Dimri
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Spiritual Head of YSS visits Ranchi Ashram

KRISHNA BIHARI MISHRA

S wami Chidananda Giri, the
spiritual head of Yogada
Satsang Society of India

and Self Realization Fellowship,
was at the Yogada Ashram in
Ranchi. His arrival was a matter
of great joy for the people of
Ranchi and especially for the
Yogada devotees. When Swami
Chidananda Giri came among

the devotees and when Swami
Shraddhanand Giri welcomed
him with a garland and when the
sound of the conch was heard,
the eyes of every devotee stand-
ing in the auditorium overflowed
with tears. Everyone welcomed
him in a very emotional manner.

Perhaps this was the reason
that when Swami Chidananda
Giri was about to deliver a dis-
course, he said that each and

every person present in this
auditorium is an extraordinary
divine soul, who is being reflect-
ed in the form of light. Among
those who listened to Swami
Chidananda Giri's discourse
were people from every corner of
India and some foreigners who
were witnesses of this moment
were also present in Ranchi to
attain spiritual bliss.

As soon as Swami Chidanand
Giri named the renovated audito-
rium as 'Shravanalay', thousands
of Yogada devotees sitting there
got emotional and from here
Swami Chidanand Giri started
explaining the importance of
Shravana and Shravanalay. As
his discourses were reaching
their end, people were also get-
ting to know the importance of
Shravana and Shravanalay,
because Swami Chidanand Giri
was introducing everyone to the
deep secrets of these two words.
Swami Chidanand Giri said that
no one tried to understand the

basic secrets of Shravana as
much as the sages and saints of
India did. This was the reason
that spiritually they were closer
to God. He said that Shravana
does not mean only listening, but
also meditating on it, getting
immersed in it, feeling divine
experiences.  Giving an example,
he said that when Rajarshi
Jankanand ji once sat down to
meditate with Guruji, as soon as
he started reciting some words of
prayer like Heavenly Father,
Mother, Friend, Beloved God,
Rajarshi Jankanand ji became
unconscious. Some people said
that he became unconscious. But
Guruji said that he did not
become unconscious but he
became absorbed in Samadhi.
Swami Chidanand Giri ji
explained through this example
what is the basic meaning of
Shravan? He wanted to say that
the meaning of Shravan is to
become one with those about
whom we are listening. As hap-

pened with Rajarshi Jankanand
ji. He had heard only two-four
words and he became absorbed
in Samadhi. This is the impor-
tance of Shravan.

He said that whenever I am
here, I feel transformed. I am
inspired by the blessings of my
great Guru. You should also try to
know and listen to Guruji's teach-
ings, the path shown by him, the
Kriya Yoga taught by him, so that
you too can reach the highest
peak of spirituality in a better
direction. This is easy for every-
one. Swami Chidanand Giri Ji
said that Shravan means that we
should remove all the evils inside
us and the tensions arising from
it forever. By coming to this
Shravanalay, try to remember the
lessons taught by Guruji. Try to
know the basic secrets of the
words printed in those lessons, so
that you can know and under-
stand spiritual experiences.  He
said that you should always visu-
alize Guruji, concentrate on him,

feel the guidelines given by
Guruji and after daily regular
meditation, pranayama, kriya,
you should definitely study
Guruji's Paathmala, believing
that Guruji himself is speaking
those words in front of you and
you are internalizing them. Then
you yourself will feel how close
you are to Guruji. He also said
that God is closer to you than
your closest person and dearer
than your dearest person.

Before this, Swami
Achyutananda Giri poured such
a stream of devotion in which all
the Yogda devotees took a dip.
This stream of devotion flowed in
such a way that it seemed as if
the drops of nectar situated in
Prayagraj were being sprinkled
in the form of bhajans among the
Yogda devotees in Shravanalay
for some time. Especially
'Andhera kaale panchhi saman,
door ude aur door ude...'
Perhaps this was the reason that
a Yogda devotee sitting near us

said that India is also an amazing
country. Who can enjoy Kumbh
bath, where and when, no one
can go anywhere?

Before the start of the pro-
gram, Swami Smranananda Giri,
Senior Vice President of Yogda
Satsang Society of India, while
introducing Swami Chidananda
Giri Ji, told that Swami
Chidananda Giri has been lead-
ing the life of a sanyasi for the
last 45 years and is efficiently
leading the editorial department
of the organization.  It is due to
the efforts of Swami Chidanand
Giri Ji that it has been possible to
translate Premavatar
Paramahansa Yogananda's
books and other texts into other
languages of India and the world.
Along with this, online courses
and meditation etc. have been
started.

THE WRITER IS A SENIOR
JOURNALIST AND EDITOR OF

VIDROHI 24.COM.

787 complaints registered on drinking
water issues in East Singhbhum
PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

In the last 15 days, East
Singhbhum district witnessed
a surge in complaints related
to drinking water issues, with
a total of 787 grievances reg-
istered on the Jhar Jal Portal.
Out of these, 588 complaints
have been resolved.

The complaints encom-
passed a variety of issues,
including 545 related to hand
pump repairs, 171 concern-
ing small water supply
schemes, 22 about large
water supply disruptions, 6
pipeline leakages, 28 cases of
water supply interruptions, 3
related to water quality, and
3 concerning toilet and sani-
tation. Additionally, 10 other
miscellaneous complaints
were also registered.

The significant number of
complaints indicates persist-
ent challenges in the district's
water supply infrastructure.
Hand pump repairs emerged
as the most reported issue,
with 545 complaints high-
lighting the dependency of
rural and semi-urban areas
on hand pumps as a primary
water source. Small water
supply schemes also faced
considerable challenges, with
171 complaints suggesting

inadequate maintenance and
operational issues. 

Deputy Commissioner
Ananya Mittal reviewed the
complaints and expressed
concern over the backlog,
particularly in Golmuri cum
Jugsalai and Ghatshila areas,
where a higher number of
complaints remained unre-
solved. To address this, the
Deputy Commissioner issued
strict directives to all Junior
Engineers, instructing them
to resolve the complaints
within five days of receipt.

To ensure swift redressal,
the Deputy Commissioner
has implemented a rigorous
monitoring mechanism.
Junior Engineers and other

concerned officials have
been instructed to prioritize
pending complaints, with a
daily review system in place
to track progress. "The com-
plaints must be resolved
within five days of receipt,
and any delays will be met
with accountability meas-
ures," stated Mittal. 

The Deputy
Commissioner also empha-
sized the need for preventive
maintenance and proactive
measures to minimize recur-
ring issues, particularly in
hand pump repairs and
small water supply schemes.
Special teams have been
deployed in the affected
areas, focusing on rapid

response and on-site solu-
tions.

To ensure a sustainable
solution to the drinking
water issues, the district
administration is also focus-
ing on community participa-
tion. Mittal has urged resi-
dents to actively report
water-related issues using
the toll-free number 1800-
3456-502 or 94701-76901,
available from 8 am to 8 pm.
Complaints can also be regis-
tered via email at callcen-
tredwsd.jharkhand@gmail.c
om.  The administration is
actively promoting the Jhar
Jal Portal through local
media and community meet-
ings, aiming to raise aware-
ness about the available
complaint registration mech-
anisms. This initiative is
expected to empower resi-
dents by ensuring their
issues are heard and
addressed in a timely man-
ner.  Out of the 787 com-
plaints registered, a detailed
breakdown is as follows:
Hand Pump Repairs: 545
complaints – Majority
resolved with replacement
parts and on-site mainte-
nance. Small Water Supply
Schemes: 171 complaints –
Addressed through pipeline

repairs and motor replace-
ments. Large Water Supply
Issues: 22 complaints –
Required technical interven-
tion for pump and distribu-
tion line repairs. Pipeline
Leakages: 6 complaints –
Resolved with sealing and
pipeline replacement. Water
Supply Interruptions: 28
complaints – Resulted from
power outages and mechani-
cal failures.

Water Quality Issues: 3
complaints – Investigated
through water testing and
quality control measures.
Toilet and Sanitation Issues:
3 complaints – Addressed
through maintenance and
sanitation drives.  Other
Miscellaneous Issues: 10
complaints – Included
diverse grievances such as
water theft and illegal con-
nections.

Mittal reiterated the
administration’s commit-
ment to ensuring safe and
reliable drinking water for
all residents. "We are deter-
mined to address the drink-
ing water issues comprehen-
sively. Our teams are work-
ing tirelessly to resolve com-
plaints and implement long-
term solutions," stated the
Deputy Commissioner.

Bhumij community celebrates
unity and cultural heritage
PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

A massive gathering of the
Bhumij community was
organized at the Yuktidih
football ground in Ghatshila,
where members came
together to celebrate their
unity and preserve their rich
cultural heritage. The event
began with a Kalash Yatra in
the morning, followed by the
ritual of Naya/Laya Daaram.
In a powerful display of tradi-
tion and pride, the traditional
flag of the Bhumij community
was hoisted, reminding
everyone of the community's
glorious history and legacy.

The highlight of the event
was the unveiling of the stat-
ue of Veer Shaheed
Raghunath Singh Bhumij, the
hero of the Chuad rebellion,
who is celebrated for his
courage and sacrifice. A spe-
cial Puja-Archana was per-
formed to pay tribute to the
martyrs, honoring their brav-
ery and contribution to the
community's freedom and
identity.

Speaking at the gathering,
Potka MLA Sanjeev Sardar
emphasized the importance
of unity and cultural preser-
vation. He passionately
addressed the community,
stating, “The history of
Bhumij community is full of
sacrifice, struggle, and self-
respect. This community
never bowed down to injus-
tice and exploitation. We
have always created our
identity and must continue to
preserve it for future genera-
tions.”

He further stressed the
need for social unity in mod-
ern times, highlighting that
culture and tradition are the
real identity of the Bhumij
community. Sardar urged the
youth to embrace the com-

munity's rich traditions and
contribute to the progress of
their motherland through
education, employment, and
social participation.

The event was inaugurat-
ed by Education Minister
Ramdas Soren, who praised
the community's unity and
cultural pride. He highlighted
the Jharkhand government's
commitment to preserving
the history of the Bhumij
community by working on
including their legacy in the
school curriculum. “The
struggle and contributions of
our great ancestors are a
source of inspiration for the
coming generations,” said
Soren.

The event showcased the
vibrant cultural heritage of
the Bhumij community
through mesmerizing per-
formances by Punasia
Adivasi Chhau Dance Party
and Budhijhor Adivasi Shiv
Shakti Chhau Dance Party,
displaying traditional dance
art and folklore. The cultural
programs captivated the
audience, reinforcing a sense
of pride and identity among
the community members.

Additionally, sports com-
petitions were organized,
receiving enthusiastic partic-
ipation from the youth,
emphasizing the importance
of community bonding and
physical well-being.

The grand event was
organized by Veer Shaheed
Raghunath Singh Club,
Yuktidih, under the leader-
ship of President Manaranjan
Singh, Secretary Prashant
Singh, and Treasurer
Mansaram Singh. The gath-
ering witnessed the presence
of several dignitaries and
community leaders, making
it a memorable celebration of
unity, culture, and tradition.

Police nab
child killer in
Netarhat,
recover brick
used in crime
PNS : DALTONGANJ

Netarhat police in Latehar
district have cracked the
murder case of an eight year
old child identified as Chhitij
Kumar in a record time of 24
hours. According to the SP
Latehar Kumar Gaurav,
"Police have caught the lone
killer identified as Chandra
Kishore, 48, from Bokaro last
night."

Chandra Kishore has
been remanded to judicial
custody today February 18 in
Latehar.The killer Chandra
Kishore is a police constable
said Gaurav.The killer has
confessed to his crime of
killing the child.

Police have recovered the
brick used to crush the child
to death, said Gaurav.

child's head was crushed
with the multiple blows of the
brick.

It did hurt the eyes but no
gauging out of the eyes. The
eyes were in the socket, said
the SP vigorously.

The severe wound was
between the eyes and the
nose, said the officer in
charge of the Netarhat police
station Abhishek Singh.

SP putting the record
straight said"There is no use
of any knifing on any part of
the body of the child. Eyes
have not been gouged out.
It's there in the eye socket."

He went on to say"Some
enterprising journalists have
spun out unreal things just to
create sensationalism. Let's
be respectful to the dead."

The child went missing on
the night of February 16. His
father Prabhat Ranjan
lodged the missing report
(yes missing report) with the
Netarhat police station on
the night of February 16 said
the officer in charge of the
Netarhat police station
Abhishek Singh.

Police registered this
complaint as a 'Sanha' and
made a station diary entry of
it.

Police launched a massive
search but the child
remained untraced.

It was on February 17
that his body was found
barely 60 meters away from
his house in the bushes and
shrubs. The father Prabhat
Ranjan following the recov-
ery of the body of his son
again approached the police
and named accused Chandra
Kishore, 48, a police consta-
ble by profession.

According to the SP
Latehar Kumar Gaurav"The
tragedy and loss of life of an
innocent child moves around
an illicit relationship
between the mother of the
deceased child and this killer
Chandra Kishore."

On the fateful night of
February 16, this Kishore
had gone to the child's moth-
er but as she was not around
and this child saw this man,
Chandra Kishore knew his
illicit love would become
public, added the SP.

The man went berserk,
picked up the child and fin-
ished him off, but police got
him too promptly, reiterated
the SP.  Sources said this case
which could have outraged
public sentiments like any-
thing was handled most aptly
by the Netarhat police when
it unfolded the case and
caught the killer in the short-
est possible time under the
command of SP Latehar
Kumar Gaurav.

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

A district-level meeting was
held at the Collectorate
Auditorium to review the key
indicators of financial inclu-
sion in East Singhbhum dis-
trict. The meeting was
chaired by  Joy Saxena,
Under Secretary, Department
of Financial Services, New
Delhi, in the presence of
District Planning Officer
Mrityunjay Kumar. The ses-
sion was conducted by Lead
District Manager  Santosh
Kumar. During the meeting, a
detailed performance review
of the aspiring district was
presented through a
PowerPoint presentation,
attended by DDM NABARD
Jasmika Baske, coordinators
from all banks, and other dis-
trict officials. The financial
indicators were systematical-

ly reviewed, highlighting the
progress made in various cat-
egories.

Joy Saxena specifically
directed Bandhan Bank and
Indian Bank to increase their
contribution percentage in
Aadhaar seeding. The dis-
trict's performance was
found to be commendable in
several categories, including:
Aadhaar Seeding in Jan
Dhan Accounts: 90% (Total
8,87,368 accounts)
Operative CASA: 113%,
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMJJBY):
179%, Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojana
(PMSBY): 128%  and Atal
Pension Yojana (APY): 213%.

While appreciating the
district's achievements,
Saxena emphasized the need
for further improvement in
other financial indicators.

Banks directed to
boost Aadhaar seeding

Gas Safety Awareness
Program organized at BSL
PNS : BOKARO

A gas safety awareness pro-
gram was organized today at
the human resource learn-
ing & development depart-
ment's main auditorium at
Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL).
The event, conducted in col-
laboration with the safety
engineering department and
the energy management
department, saw the partici-
pation of 81 officers,
employees, and contract
workers from various plant
departments. Key officials
present included Vikas
Gupta, general manager
(safety & fire services),
Shukdev Mahato, assistant
general manager, Virat
Chaudhary, assistant man-
ager (safety engineering),

and Dilip Tirkey, assistant
general manager (energy
management). Assistant
manager Virat Chaudhary
welcomed participants and
provided insights into gas
safety. Vikas Gupta empha-
sized the importance of safe
gas usage in steel plants and
urged attendees to imple-

ment safety measures effec-
tively. Virat Chaudhary then
led a safety pledge, followed
by a presentation on gas
safety by Dilip Tirkey. The
event, with significant con-
tributions from the learning
& development department,
concluded with a vote of
thanks by Virat Chaudhary.

IDE Bootcamp Edition 2
Phase II begins at AUJ
PNS : RANCHI

Amity University
Jharkhand began host-
ing the Innovation,
Design and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Bootcamp (IDE) Edition
2 Phase II, a unique ini-
tiative of the Ministry of
Education’s Innovation Cell (MIC) and All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE) on February 17, 2025. It con-
cludes on February 21, 2025.

AICTE Chairman Prof. T.G. Sitharam inaugurated the
event. Dignitaries present during the inaugural ceremony at
the Amity University Jharkhand were Yogesh Wadhwan,
Senior Accounts Officer, AICTE Nodal Center Head along with
Dr. Arvind Deshmukh, Master Trainer, Wadhwani Foundation
as well as Lakshya, Startup Fellow, MIC, AICTE Nodal Center
Head and Shantanu Kailasrao Sawant, Master Trainer,
Wadhwani Foundation. 

Dr. Ashok K. Srivastava, the Vice Chancellor of Amity
University Jharkhand, extended his best wishes on this occa-
sion. Addressing the audience, he said, “It is absolutely fine to
dream big, think big and innovate.”

The first day was further be followed by an Exhibition at
the university, wherein a good number of Prototypes were dis-
played. It also had Design Thinking Basics and Problem
Identification and Opportunity Discovery by Wadhwani
Foundation. The second to the fifth days shall cover various
sessions by Amity University Jharkhand and Wadhwani
Foundation. As part of the schedule regarding incubation, the
participants will be taken for a visit to Software Technology
Park, Ranchi and Jharkhand Government Tool Room, Ranchi.

National Consultation on Adivasis for VNR 2025 concludes
PNS : RANCHI

The National Consultation of
Civil Society Organizations
(CSOs) on Adivasis, under the
aegis of NITI Aayog, conclud-
ed here on Tuesday. The con-
sultation was organized by
Partnering Hope Into Action
Foundation (PHIA) and the
Foundation for Ecological
Security (FES) in collabora-
tion with the United Nations
Tribal Task Team.

The Voluntary National
Review (VNR) is a country-led
process that evaluates and
reports on national progress
in implementing the SDGs.
The consultation brought
together around 100 partici-
pants from the Civil society
organizations (CSOs), aca-
demic and research institu-
tions, Adivasi men and
women leaders, scholars and
subject matter experts, and
policymakers to deliberate on
Adivasi-specific issues and
formulate recommendations
that will be submitted as a

report to NITI Aayog for inte-
gration into India’s VNR-
2025 submission.

The reviews will be pre-
sented at the United Nations
High-Level Political Forum
(HLPF), to be held in July
2025. This consultation is
part of a broader initiative
led by NITI Aayog to facilitate
meaningful engagement with
various Leave No One Behind
(LNOB) groups, ensuring
inclusive and representative
policy discussions.

During the consultation,
stakeholders engaged in
panel discussions on key
themes concerning Adivasis,
including: Basic Amenities/
Services- Education, Health,
Housing & Infrastructure;
Natural Resources Rights-
Forest Rights, Human-
Animal Conflict, Stewardship;
Livelihoods– Dignity,
Respectful Livelihoods,
Migration, Displacement;
Culture & Traditional
Knowledge– Respect,
Building Connections,

Recognition; Policy and
Governance –Voice & Agency
Schedule, V & VI implemen-
tation, Policy, Data &
Institutional Framework.

The event also witnessed
participation of the represen-
tatives from the UNDP,
UNICEF and NITI Aayog and
eminent leaders in the tribal
domain.  Isabelle Tschan of
UNDP thanked the organizers
of the national consultation
and the collaborators for this
important consultation.

Rajib Kumar Sen, Senior
Advisor of NITI Aayog, high-
lighted the VNR as “a crucial
process in which the progress
in SDG indicators are
assessed which provides per-
tinent inputs on how action-
able areas can be derived”.

Speaking at the event,
Johnson Topno, Executive
Director of PHIA Foundation,
stated that the results of the
national consultation could
indeed be momentous in
writing the story of tribal
development. Johnson

thanked all civil society
organizations (CSOs), aca-
demic and research institu-
tions, tribal men and women
leaders, scholars and subject
matter experts, and policy-
makers for making the culmi-
nation purposeful.

UNICEF's Dennis
Christian Larsen linked the
development of indigenous
people with the development
of children. He spoke about
preserving indigenous cul-
ture and stressed on how the
consultation is a robust initia-
tive towards ensuring the

progress towards myriad
SDGs. Community efforts are
essential to ensure that chil-
dren have full rights to
health, nutrition, education,
and protection.

The national consultation
concluded reinforcing the
vision of the United Nations
Tribal Working Group to
incorporate tribal perspec-
tives into the national devel-
opment plan through our col-
lective efforts, which
strengthens the commitment
to an inclusive and sustain-
able future for all.
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CM hands over appointment letters to new employees of UD Dept
PNS : RANCHI

C hief Minister Hemant
Soren today handed
over appointment let-

ters to 289 candidates under
the Urban Development
Department and Housing
Department Jharkhand.
Addressing the newly
appointed candidates Finance
Minister Radhakrishna
Kishore said that we are con-
fident that you will achieve
success in future also with
your hard work. You should
pledge that you will work with
honesty, integrity in any field
of the system and will play a
meaningful role in the efforts
of the government.

He said that the Chief
Minister is trying to fulfill the
objective with which the state
of Jharkhand was created.
Along with strengthening the
urban and rural economy,
many works are also being
done in the field of social
security. The CM is engaged
in strengthening the infra-
structure of cities, in the

development of rural areas.
The CM wants to make
Jharkhand a state of youth. In
this series, appointment let-
ters are being given to the
youth today. \

Addressing the program,
Industry Minister Sanjay
Prasad Yadav said that today
a new chapter is being added
to the pages of Jharkhand's
development. He said that in

the development of
Jharkhand, take an oath to
make all the ideas of public
welfare meaningful. Your goal
should be to have a smile on
the face of every Jharkhandi.
CM Hemant Soren's vision is
to bring Jharkhand into the
category of leading states. We
are working under the direc-
tion of the CM with the
thought of providing employ-

ment to the youth and their
bright future.

Urban Development
Minister Sudivya Kumar said
that today 289 candidates are
being given appointment let-
ters from this project build-
ing. With a golden glow in
your eyes, you are taking the
first step towards a bright
future. Urbanization is
increasing rapidly day by day.
People are coming from rural
areas to cities for better edu-
cation and better health. We
are strengthening the infra-
structure of cities. We are try-
ing to run our bodies on the
basis of the standards of
development of cities. Today
is a very happy day that after
overcoming all the political
storms, we have been suc-
cessful in giving employment
to the children of Jharkhand
under the leadership of CM
Hemant Soren. In the third
month of Hemant
Government 2.0, we have
started the caravan of
appointments.

Chief Secretary Alka

Tiwari said that she is com-
mitted to the development of
the city. One-fourth of the
state's population lives in
cities. Urban areas are the
face of the state's develop-
ment. There is a challenge of
infrastructure in the munici-
pal areas. There is a chal-
lenge of roads, drains and
transportation. People from
rural areas come to the city in

search of livelihood, due to
which the geographical struc-
ture of cities emerges as a
challenge. It is the responsi-
bility of all of you to play your
role in strengthening the
infrastructure of cities.
Technical people are needed
in urban areas. Earlier, town
planners were also appointed
in Jharkhand, but for the first
time, assistant town planners

are being appointed in the
current government.

In the program, a total of
289 candidates were given
appointment letters for the
posts of Garden
Superintendent, Veterinary
Officer, Sanitary and Food
Inspector, Sanitary
Supervisor, Revenue
Inspector and Law Assistant.
In which 9 candidates of

Garden Superintendent, 8 of
Veterinary Officer, 12 of
Sanitary and Food Inspector,
42 of Sanitary Supervisor, 174
of Revenue Inspector and 44
of Law Assistant were given
appointment letters. The state
government is continuously
making appointments in vari-
ous departments. Earlier, a
total of 491 candidates
including Executive
Officer/Assistant Municipal
Commissioner/Special Officer,
Assistant City Investor and
Accounts Officer, Assistant
Engineers, Junior Engineers,
Street Light Inspector and
Pipeline Inspector have been
appointed under the Urban
Development and Housing
Department.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister Hemant Soren,
Additional Chief Secretary to
the Chief Minister Avinash
Kumar, Director SUDA Amit
Kumar, Additional Secretary
Gyanendra Kumar along with
officers of various depart-
ments and newly appointed
candidates were present.

289 candidates were given appointment letters in the programme

Chief Minister Hemant Soren hands over an appointment
letter to a newly recruited employee of Urban
Development Department in Ranchi on Tuesday. PNS

Newly recruited employees of Urban Development Department show
their appointment letters in a programme in Ranchi on Tuesday. PNS

Cabinet nod to hike DA of State
Govt employees by 7 to 12 pc
PNS : RANCHI

CM Hemant Soren has once
again played a master stroke.
The dearness allowance of
state government employees
and pensioners has been
increased from seven to 12
percent. This proposal was
approved in the cabinet
meeting held on Tuesday. A
total of 12 proposals were
approved in the meeting.

State employees and pen-
sioners coming under the
Sixth Central Pay
Commission will get 246 per
cent dearness allowance
instead of 239 per cent with
effect from July 1, 2024. That
is, there has been an increase
of seven percent. At the same
time, employees coming
under the purview of the
Fifth Pay Commission will get
455 per cent dearness

allowance increased from
443 per cent. That is, there
has been an increase of 12
percent.

In another major cabinet
decision, the state govern-
ment has approved the for-
mation of the Factory
Amendment Bill 2024. This
bill has been approved for the
Business Reform Action Plan
by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, Department of
Industrial Policy and
Promotion under the Ease of
Doing Business.

Under this, women will be
able to work in factories from
7 pm to 6 am with their con-
sent. At the same time, the
proposal of Factory
Amendment Rules 2023 was
also agreed upon. Under this,
the registration fee of factory
license will be revised. The
information regarding annu-

al turn over and factory clo-
sure will also be amended.

Approval was given to
sign an MoU with Maruti
Suzuki on the basis of nomi-
nation for automobile by
adopting the latest technolo-
gy as per market demand in
government industrial train-
ing institutes. Approval of

amendment in Jharkhand
Anganwadi Sevika Sahayika
Rules.

The other cabinet decision
includes approval of regular-
ization of service of seven
people in the Drinking Water
Department. Approval of for-
mation of Jharkhand Micro
Small and Medium Unit
MSME Special Exemption Bill
2025.

Approval of Rs 12 crore
74 lakh 28 thousand 95 for
payment of outstanding dues
of Bihar State Industrial
Development Corporation
and BSEDEL. Appeal repre-
sentation of Sunil Kumar, the
then Deputy Director of Land
Conservation of Hazaribagh,
rejected,

Approval to give service
benefits to the dependents of
late Rajesh Kumar, Deputy
Commandant deputed in STF.

A total of 12 proposals were approved in Cabinet meeting

MRITUANJAY KUMAR :
RANCHI

In a move to get maximum
benefits of Jharkhand Krishi
Rin Mafi Yojna (JKRMY) the
banks issued Kisan Credit
Cards (KCCs) in Jharkhand
appealed to the farmers of
the State who availed the
facility of KCC should deposit
overdue amount into their
account.

Bank of India (BoI),
Jharkhand appealed that all
the banks should make the
farmers aware and we also
request the state government
to make the farmers aware
and after making them
aware, they should be sent to
the bank branches.

The Bank said that farm-
ers should also be told that
they should try to pay the
overdue amount and take the
new limit at 0 per cent so that
they can get the benefit of the
amount under JKRMY.

A total of 14.58 lakh farm-
ers have been provided KCC
in the state of Jharkhand by
all the banks. In 2020, the
state government announced
that the KCC account which
is standard on March 31,
2020 and the outstanding
amount in it will be paid by
the Jharkhand State
Government in their account
under the Agriculture Loan
Waiver Scheme. The state

government deposited the
outstanding amount up to
Rs.2.00 lakh in the above
accounts of the farmers in
2023-24. But interest was
charged in the KCC accounts
of the farmers in the last
three-four years since 2020
and the accounts became
overdue. Most of the
accounts became non-pro-
ductive (NPA). Standard
accounts are also in overdue
status as of today.

For example, now if this
KCC account is standard,
then the farmer will have to
deposit Rs 15000 to run the
account further, because
after that there will be noth-
ing outstanding in the
account.

Understand by rolling
over the KCC account, if it is
made 1 lakh, then the farmer
can now use this limit for
farming, but till the time he
does not renew his account
by depositing the overdue
amount, his account will not
be usable. Either the above
mentioned account is an
NPA, in this situation we go to
the farmers in their villages
and as per the account sta-
tus, take 10 per cent to 30
per cent of the overdue
amount and close it under
Sanjivani Scheme of Bank of
India and give a new KCC
with a new limit based on the
new Scale of Finance.

To get JKRMY's benefit farmers
should pay overdue amount’

BJP demands strict action
against terrorist activities
in border areas
PNS : RANCHI

BJP's state
spokesperson Pratul
Shahdeo has
demanded from the
Jharkhand govern-
ment that it should
not allow terrorism
to take root in the
border areas of the
state. He expressed
serious concern over
the training given by
the terrorists of
Bangladesh's
banned organization
Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) in
Pakur.

Pratul Shahdeo said that Bangladeshi terrorist Abdul
Manun gave training to dozens of local youths in terrorist
activities in Pakur. It is a very serious matter that terrorists
are running training camps in Jharkhand and the state's
intelligence agencies are getting information about it after
their departure. He demanded the state government to take
immediate strict action and tighten the legal screws on those
helping in this activity.

Pratul Shahdeo said that the presence of sleeper cells has
been revealed in Jharkhand earlier as well. Referring to
recent incidents, he said that a doctor working in a reputed
hospital in Jharkhand was found to be a part of a sleeper
cell. Sleeper cells have been exposed in many districts includ-
ing Lohardaga.

The strings of the Bodh Gaya bomb blast were connected
to Ranchi. Nine bombs were recovered from a lodge in
Hindpiri. Bomb making training was given in the forest of
Sithiyo. He said that this is a matter related to the security of
the country and the Hemant government should take strict
action against the terrorists and their supporters with full
force.

Shahdeo said that Jharkhand has a long history of sleeper
cells. Therefore, the JMM government should crush it with
full force. Pratul said that this is a matter related to the secu-
rity of the country. Therefore, it is expected from the Hemant
government that it should use all its might to crush these
anti-nationals.

DIVYA MODI : RANCHI

After the chaos which ensued at Ranchi rail-
way station on Sunday where five women
were reported to have fainted due to suffoca-
tion, the Ranchi Railway Division has adopted
some measures for management of passen-
gers at major railway stations.

With an increase in the number of trav-
ellers at the major stations of the Ranchi
Railway Division, especially at the time of the
trains going to Prayagraj, only those passen-
gers with valid tickets and whose trains have
arrived at the commencing station are being
allowed entry on the platform while they are
also being made to stand in a queue to board
a coach.

Senior officials are constantly monitoring

the situation at major stations of the division
while adequate number of commercial
department employees and Railway
Protection Force personnel has also been
deployed. Railway officers and employees are
also available at the stations to manage the
crowd and assist the passengers.

Information regarding trains as well as
guidelines is being issued to the passengers
through frequent announcements at stations.

To manage the extra rush of passengers
travelling in unreserved coaches, the Railway
Administration is ensuring that tickets are
given to passengers according to the capacity
of unreserved coaches of the train.

These steps have been taken after a group
of 18 women who were to travel to Prayagraj
for the Mahakumbh could not board the
12817 Jharkhand Swarna Jayanti Express on
Sunday due to fear of suffocation.

As per reports, five women in the group
fainted while the others somehow managed to
separate them from the crowd and take them
to a safer place. The information shared also
states that ticketless passengers had occupied
everything from seats to toilets and closed the
gates from inside. RPF jawans too tried to
enter the bogies but could not succeed.

However, some passengers did manage to
board the train but their family members
were left behind at the station.

After chaos, Rly authorities make
smooth arrangements at Stations

PNS : RANCHI

Four books written by writer
Rajlaxmi namely Phaati
Taant Se Nikle Ram, Kavya
Pushpanjali, Jai Hind and
Premchand Se Aage were
launched on Tuesday by
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Harivansh Narayan Singh in
the Journalism Department
Auditorium of Ranchi
University.

On this occasion, he said
that a strong society cannot
be built without strong val-
ues. He said that the works of
Sahay underline the senti-
ment and passion towards
patriotism. Apart from such
books, books based on impor-
tant facts like Indian Code,

Vedas and Logic should be
included in the university
course.

Ranchi University Vice
Chancellor Dr. Ajit Sahay,
along with including
Rajlaxmi Sahay's book in the
syllabus, said that students
should do research on it. The
stage was conducted by
Vinay Bharti and the vote of

thanks was given by the
writer's life partner Prof.
Prakash. His daughter and
Hazaribagh DC Nancy Sahay
and son-in-law Varun Ranjan
along with Dr ND Sharan,
senior journalist Anuj Sinha
and university professors,
officials, intellectuals and
family members were pres-
ent in the programme.

PNS : RANCHI

Jharkhand IAS Officers Wives
Association (JIASOWA) dis-
tributed Braille script text-
books among the blind stu-
dents at Government Blind
School, Harmu on Tuesday.
Braille script books are con-
sidered very important for
the studies of blind students.
The availability of Braille
script textbooks is limited
and JIASOWA specially
ensured their supply.

The program was
presided over by Preeti
Kumari, President of JIA-
SOWA. She interacted with

the students of Government
Blind School and Government
Deaf and Dumb School pres-
ent in the program and

obtained information from
them regarding their prob-
lems and needs. Gayatri
Singh, Secretary of JIASOWA,

gave tips to the students to be
successful despite adverse
circumstances in their strug-
gling life.

District Social Welfare
Officer Surabhi Singh, teach-
ers of Government School for
the Blind and Government
School for the Deaf and
Dumb, members of JIASOWA
Nikki Toppo, Jaseena
Siddiqui, Jagtha, Divyashree,
Yamini Kumari, Archana
Muthu, Jyoti Bhajantri, Steffi
Murmu, Prerna, Shreya
Chourasiya, Arya Gautam,
Apoorva Jeweller, Neelam
Lalit, Lalita Oraon etc were
present in the programme.

Values are basic element of
building society: Harivansh

JIASOWA distributes Braille script textbooks among blind students PASWA
DELEGATION
MEETS
EDUCATION
MINISTER
A high level delegation of
PASWA led by National
President Alok Kumar
Dubey met Education
Minister Ramdas Soren
and requested for recog-
nition under the RTE Act
of 2009. Government
should repeal the RTE Act
amendment of 2009 by
the previous Raghuvar
Das government. It is not
possible to increase land
or change the size of
rooms for private schools.
Government should
change the conditions of
recognition. Government
should make strict rules
and regulations for
coaching institutes run-
ning in Jharkhand.
Government should pro-
vide bicycles to children
of schools having JAC
School Code along with
PASWA recognized
schools and also request-
ed that they open UDIS
portal.

PNS : RANCHI

There will be a change in the
weather due to western dis-
turbance. A yellow alert has
been issued for thunder-
storms on February 19 and
February 20.

Meteorologist Abhishek
Anand said that on February
19, East Singhbhum,
Simdega, Saraikela-
Kharsawan will be cloudy
and there is a possibility of
thunderstorms in Dumka,

Godda, Jamtara, Pakur,
Sahibganj and other areas.

There is a possibility of
rain in Ranchi, Bokaro and
Ramgarh on February 20.
According to the
Meteorological Department,
the minimum temperature in
the state may gradually
increase by two to three
degrees Celsius during the
next two days. The
Meteorological Department
has issued a yellow alert on
19 and 20.

People will now get relief
that the cold wind has now
disappeared in Jharkhand.
People are facing sunshine.
The night temperature is
also increasing. The maxi-
mum temperature of 18 dis-
tricts of Jharkhand has gone
above 30 degrees. The night
temperature is also more
than 10 degrees.   Ranchi's
maximum temperature has
reached 30.4 degrees and
minimum temperature 15.6
degrees. If this situation

remains, then we will have to
face harsh sunlight in March
itself. According to the
weather department infor-
mation, an increase in the
temperature of the capital
Ranchi has been recorded in
the last 24 hours. 

On Monday, the maxi-
mum temperature of Ranchi
was 30.4 degrees Celsius,
which was 3 degrees above
normal and 0.4 degrees
Celsius higher in the last 24
hours.

HC lawyer dies
inside court
premises
PNS : RANCHI

A shocking incident took
place on the Jharkhand High
Court (HC) premises on
Tuesday. Advocate Suraj
Kumar died suddenly as
soon as he came out of the
court.

Senior Advocate Dheeraj
Kumar said that Suraj
Kumar had reached the High
Court to plead his case as
usual. As soon as he came
out of the court after the
hearing, he suddenly fainted
and fell.

"After which with the
help of fellow advocates, he
was picked up and admitted
to the hospital located in the
High Court. Coincidentally, a
doctor was present there,
who had come in connection
with his case. He immediate-
ly gave cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) to Suraj
Kumar. After this, a car was
quickly arranged and he was
taken to the nearby Paras
Hospital. But his life could
not be saved. Advocate Suraj
was a very soft-spoken and
friendly person," said
Kumar.

High Court Advocates
have expressed grief over
the death of advocate Suraj.
On receiving the news of the
death of the Advocate, 

Justice Rangan
Mukhopadhyay, Justice Arun
Kumar Rai, Advocate
General Rajiv Ranjan,
Additional Advocate General
Sachin Kumar, Dheeraj
Kumar, Naveen Kumar,
Ashok Kumar, Ram Subhag
Singh and a large number of
advocates reached Paras
Hospital. Advocate Suraj
Kumar has left behind his
wife and two sons.

Rains likely on Feb 19 and 20 in State
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

India and Qatar on Tuesday
here agreed to double bilat-

eral trade to USD 28 Billion
over the next five years and
announced elevation of their
relationship to the level of
strategic partnership as Prime
Minster Narendra Modi held
talks with Amir Sheikh Tamim
Bin Hamad Al-Thani.
The two sides also signed two
agreements - one on estab-
lishing strategic partnership
and another on Revised
Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreement and signed five
memoranda of understanding
to strengthen economic part-
nership, step up ties in areas
such as management of
archives, and cooperation in
youth affairs and sports.
“The strategic partnership
agreement actually elevates
the present state of bilateral
relationship to a strategic level.
What we are looking at is
deepening cooperation in
fields of trade, energy securi-
ty, as well as in regional and
international fora,” Arun
Kumar Chatterjee, Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs,
told reporters here.
He said Modi and the Qatari

Amir also decided to set a tar-
get to double bilateral trade
from the current USD 14 bil-
lion to USD 28 Billion over the
next five years.
Last year, during Modi’s visit to

Qatar, India had signed a USD
78 billion deal to extend LNG
imports from the Gulf nation
by another 20 years till 2048 at
rates lower than the then pre-
vailing prices.

Modi and the Amir held wide-
ranging talks with focus on
trade, investments, technology,
energy and people-to-people
ties, further cementing the
“deep and traditional relation-

ship” between the two coun-
tries. They also exchanged
views on “regional and global
issues” of mutual interest, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said.
Earlier in the day, the Amir of
Qatar was accorded a ceremo-
nial guard of honour at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan as
President Droupadi Murmu
welcomed the visiting leader.
Modi was also present on the
occasion.
India and Qatar have deep-
rooted historical ties of friend-
ship, trust and mutual respect.
In recent years, the ties
between the two countries,
including in the areas of trade,
investment, energy, technolo-
gy, culture and people-to-peo-
ple relations, have continued to
strengthen, the MEA earlier
said.
The Amir of Qatar arrived here
on Monday evening, his visit
coming almost a year after
Modi had visited the Gulf
nation in February 2024.
Extending a rare gesture of
hospitality, Modi received the
Amir at the Delhi airport on
Monday evening. He wel-
comed him with a warm hand-
shake and hug, displaying the
bonhomie between the two
leaders.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW
DELHI

Gyanesh Kumar, who as a
senior Union Home

Ministry official played a key
role in the government’s move
to abrogate provisions of Article
370 in Jammu and Kashmir and
setting up the Ram temple
trust, will assume the office of
the Chief Election
C o m m i s s i o n e r ( C E C ) o n
Wednesday.
Kumar retired as Secretary in
the Cooperation ministry in
January 2024 and was appoint-
ed as an election commission-
er in March 2024. He will
become the 26th CEC, a day
after incumbent Rajiv Kumar
demitted office on Tuesday
evening.
Kumar along with fellow elec-
tion commissioner Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu was appointed on
the same day and was part of the
Commission when the 2024
Lok Sabha polls were held.
He is the first CEC to be
appointed under a new law on
the appointment of the mem-
bers of the Election
Commission (EC). His term will
run till January 26, 2029, days

before the EC is expected to
announce the schedule of the
next Lok Sabha election.
According to law, CEC and
ECs demit office on attaining
the age of 65 years or complet-
ing six years in the poll panel,
whichever is earlier. Gyanesh
Kumar will turn 65 on January
27, 2029.
During his tenure as the CEC,
Kumar will oversee the Bihar
Assembly polls later this year,
and the Kerala and Puducherry
Assembly polls in 2026.
Similarly, he will oversee the
assembly polls in Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal, which are also
due in 2026.  Besides the vari-

ous assembly polls, he will also
oversee the elections for
President and Vice-President in
2027.
Kumar played a key role in
implementing decisions fol-
lowing the abrogation of Article
370 of the Constitution in
Jammu and Kashmir during his
stint in the Union home min-
istry.
During his tenure in the min-
istry, he had also played a key
role in setting up the Ram
Temple trust post the Supreme
Court verdict. He is also learnt
to have closely monitored the
SC hearings on Ram temple on
a regular basis.
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Data gaps persist and leave
some of the most vulner-

able populations invisible in
official statistics, limiting pol-
icymakers’ ability to address
their needs effectively across
Asia and the Pacific, according
to a new UN report.
The report also highlighted
that how efforts from survey-
ing hundreds of nomadic trib-
al households across Rajasthan
to health-monitoring mobile
applications in Indonesia are
transforming sustainable
development in the region.
The new report by the United
Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) released on
Tuesday demonstrated that by
amplifying the voices of under-
represented communities, these
solutions are not only making
policies more inclusive but
also making sustainable devel-
opment monitoring more rep-
resentative across Asia and the
Pacific.

However, the Asia and the
Pacific SDG Progress Report
2025 also stressed that urgent
action is still needed in order
to achieve the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
by 2030.
“Data gaps persist and leave
some of the most vulnerable
populations invisible in official
statistics, limiting policymak-
ers’ ability to address their
needs effectively,” underscored
United Nations Under-
Secretary-General and ESCAP
Executive Secretary Armida
Salsiah Alisjahbana.
She added, “Constrained
resources to modernize statis-
tical systems pose additional
hurdles. Without urgent action
to accelerate progress, many of
the Goals will remain out of
reach.”
The report said across Asia and
the Pacific, communities are
pioneering innovative solu-
tions to bridge critical data
gaps, ensuring that marginal-
ized populations are no longer
invisible in policymaking.
“From surveying hundreds of

nomadic tribal households
across Rajasthan State in India
to health-monitoring mobile
applications in Indonesia, these
efforts are transforming sus-
tainable development in the
region,” the report said.
The report said in India, the
Centre for Social Equity and
Inclusion conducted a house-
hold survey of 400 nomadic
tribal households across eight
locations in Rajasthan, with
strong collaboration and sup-
port from community-based
organizations and volunteers.
The aim was to assess the
development challenges of
these tribal households and
map community access to
social protection.
The initiative highlighted the
power of community-level
information for localizing the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).
“Additionally, it strengthened
community volunteers’ capac-
ity to collect and analyse data,
enabling them to identify local
challenges and advocate for
solutions through meaningful

dialogues,” the report said.
The report highlighted sever-
al SDG targets where Asia and
the Pacific leads globally such
as reducing income poverty
(Goal 1), addressing under-
nourishment (Goal 2), sup-
porting small-scale industries
(Goal 9), reducing hazardous
waste (Goal 12), mitigating
land degradation (Goal 15),
and combating human traf-
ficking and intentional homi-
cide (Goal 16).
Despite these strides, slow
progress or setbacks in critical
goals such as quality education
(Goal 4), decent work and
economic growth (Goal 8),
and responsible consumption
and production (Goal 12)
threaten regional efforts to
achieve the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.
Rising fossil fuel subsidies, low
literacy and numeracy rates,
and unsustainable production
patterns further compound
these challenges, the report
said.
Meanwhile, environmental
degradation, increasing vul-

nerability to natural disasters,
and persistent greenhouse gas
emissions are exacerbating set-
backs on climate action (Goal
13), life below water (Goal 14)
and life on land (Goal 15).
The report further found that
development benefits often
bypass vulnerable groups, with
intersecting factors like age,
gender, education, location and
wealth exacerbating inequali-
ties.
“Poverty and education level
are the two most significant
factors contributing to inequal-
ity of opportunity. Poorer
households in rural areas with
lower levels of education are the
most disadvantaged in access-
ing basic services such as water,
sanitation and clean energy,”
the report said.
To bridge these gaps, ESCAP
called for innovative and inclu-
sive data collection and analy-
sis. Nuanced and granular data
will provide policymakers a
clearer understanding of the
realities of specific population
groups especially those most at
risk of being left behind.

UN report highlights alarming data gaps in Asia-Pacific
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Centre for Joint Warfare
Studies (CENJOWS),

under the Headquarters
Integrated Defence Staff (HQ
IDS), Ministry of Defence, in a
significant step towards
advancing strategic thought
and policy discourse, unveiled
two critical publications here
on Tuesday.
Chief of Integrated Defence
Staff & Chairman CENJOWS
Lt General J P Mathew
launched the February 2025
issue of the flagship journal
Synergy, themed ‘Information
Warfare Impacting Joint
Warfighting’ and a monograph
titled ‘Russia-Ukraine War:
Navigating the Ramifications
for Europe and India’.
The specially curated edition of
Synergy - February 2025, the
peer-reviewed journal widely
recognized for its in-depth
analyses and thought provok-
ing discussions, provides a
comprehensive perspective on
contemporary security dynam-
ics and future-oriented strate-
gies.
It examines the role of
Information Warfare in Joint
Warfighting in modern con-
flicts, including cyber, psycho-
logical, and electronic warfare.
It explores Technological
Disruption, assessing AI, cyber
tools and digital deception in
shaping the future of warfare
and evaluates Strategic &
National Security Impact and

India’s challenges, particularly
in response to adversarial IW
tactics.
It further discusses Operational
Convergence while exploring
the integration of IW within
Command, Control,
Communications, Computers,
Intelligence, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance (C4ISR) sys-
tems to enhance joint force
effectiveness.
The monograph, titled ‘Russia-
Ukraine War: Navigating the
Ramifications for Europe and
India’, provides an in-depth
analysis of the geopolitical,
economic and security impli-
cations of the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine conflict.
It assesses the war’s impact on
European stability, Indo-
Russian relations and India’s
strategic positioning in a rapid-
ly evolving global order. The
study explores key aspects such
as geopolitical realignments,
energy security challenges,
India’s diplomatic balance,
NATO’s Indo-Pacific expan-
sion, EU-India collaboration
and long-term global security
implications.
With the release of these two
significant publications, CEN-
JOWS reaffirms its commit-
ment to fostering intellectual
engagement on contemporary
strategic issues. Both the
monograph and Synergy jour-
nal are now available, serving
as essential resources for the
policymakers, military profes-
sionals, researchers and acad-
emic institutions.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday here

reviewed the status of the
implementation of the new
criminal laws in Jammu and
Kashmir in the presence of
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
and Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha.
Abdullah attended the meeting
though law and order is direct-
ly handled by the Central gov-
ernment since the erstwhile
state was bifurcated into the
union territories of Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh in 2019.
Besides Abdullah and Sinha,
top officials of the Central gov-
ernment and Jammu and
Kashmir government attended
the meeting at North Block,
officials said.
The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam replaced
the colonial era Indian Penal
Code, the Code of Criminal

Procedure and the Indian
Evidence Act of 1872, respec-
tively.  The new laws came into
effect from July 1 last year.
The home minister has already
reviewed the status of the
implementation of the new
criminal laws in several states,
including Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat. Abdullah
said the three new criminal laws
have been “by and large” imple-
mented successfully in the

Union Territory and it was
important that the citizens are
made aware about the provi-
sions of the new Acts. He was
speaking to reporters outside
the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) office after participat-
ing in a review meeting of the
three laws that was chaired by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah. “The meeting discussed
the shortcomings and the areas
to work upon for the smooth
implementation of the three

laws in Jammu and Kashmir,”
Abdullah said.
The home minister (Shah) said
in the meeting that so far a sim-
ilar exercise has been complet-
ed for 11 states and UTs, he
added. “In case of Jammu and
Kashmir, so far, the implemen-
tation of the new laws has
been by and large successful
except a few instances. These
issues will be addressed,”
Abdullah said.
The chief minister added that
while the implementation of the
new laws was “not the respon-
sibility” of the elected govern-
ment, but it was important
that people were made aware
about their contents and pro-
ceedings as these are new laws.
We will have to make efforts for
making people aware about
these three criminal laws, be it
colleges, universities or other
places, he said. 
Abdullah said there was no dis-
cussion on the law and order
issue in the UT, adding that this
done when he met Shah at the
Parliament recently.
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Union Housing and Urban
Affairs  minister

Manohar Lal on Tuesday said
transitioning from thermal to
renewable energy, utilising
solar rooftops, and imple-
menting regenerative braking
in metros exemplify the shift
toward a greener future.
CII Indian Green Building
Council (CII IGBC), in part-
nership with the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC),
inaugurated the 5th interna-
tional conference on Green
Metro Systems - The Future
of Urban Mobility.
Addressing the conference,
the minister said, “As human-
ity progresses, our innova-
tions often clash with nature,
bringing both advancement
and risk. The rise in global
temperatures beyond 1.5°C
has become a cause for glob-
al  concern,  prompting
nations to unite under agree-
ments like the Paris Accord.”
India, too, has committed to
achieving net-zero emissions
by 2070, aligning its growth
with sustainabi l ity.
Urbanisation and industrial-
isation have increased pollu-
tion, but initiatives such as
the Delhi Metro have signif-
icantly reduced environmen-
tal impact, demonstrating
that thoughtful infrastruc-
ture can drive progress while
protecting nature, the minis-
ter said.
Energy efficiency and clean
power are the need of the
hour. Transitioning from
thermal to renewable energy,
utilising solar rooftops, and
implementing regenerative
braking in metros exemplify
the shift toward a greener
future.
Technological advancements,
like vertical solar panels and
energy-efficient LED sys-
tems, pave the way for sus-
tainable urban living. 
Furthermore, responsible
consumption - whether in

air-conditioning usage or
minimising wastage - can
have a profound impact on
energy conservation, he said.
“When metro started in
Delhi ,  i t  has  saved the
national capital. Imagine, if
the metro had not been there,
Delhi would not have been
able to develop this type of
mobi l ity  system today.
Around 70 lakh people are
travelling daily in the metro,”
he said.
The minister also noted that
the next thing is that the
industrial revolution depends
on power. Pollution also
occurs in the generation of
power because the tradition-
al method is thermal, fol-
lowing which hydro also
came. More thermal use will
lead to pollution and global
warming, he stated.
Then the renewable energy
came and how the responsi-
bility the Delhi Metro has
taken to contribute into the
transfer of renewable energy
through solar or wind is
highly commendable, the
minister said.
“At least the power require-
ment for our metro should
come from renewable energy.
We do not have to take any
fossil power, and if we do this
then we will make a huge
contribution,” he said.
According to a statement,
Indian metro rail corpora-
tions are contributing to the
green building movement by
offering energy-efficient,
low-emission public trans-
portation thereby reducing
urban pollution and traffic
congestion.
Many metro stat ions ,
throughout  India ,  are
designed with energy-effi-
cient technologies and use
solar power systems which
help reduce energy con-
sumption. 
The DMRC is a pioneer in
integrat ing solar  power
which helps meet a signifi-
cant portion of its needs, it
said.
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Not stressing about volume of
syllabus, prioritisation of

topics and revision are among
the tips shared by toppers of var-
ious exams during the last
episode of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s annual
Pariksha Pe Charcha broadcast
on Tuesday.
From topper of NDA to UPSC,
alumni of previous editions of
Pariksha Pe Charcha shared
their experience during a special
session of PPC - an annual
event in which Prime Minister
Modi interacts with students
appearing for the board exami-
nations.
In a shift from the traditional
town hall format, Modi preferred
a more informal setting this
time and took students to Delhi’s
iconic Sunder Nursery for his
annual interaction.

Eminent personalities such as
Bollywood actress Deepika
Padukone and Bhumi Pednekar,
actor Vikrant Massey and spir-
itual leader Sadhguru have also
shared their experiences and
knowledge on key aspects of life
and learning in different episodes
of ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’.
Chidvilas Reddy, a student of IIT

Bombay, said “there cannot be
any fixed formula, what works
for everyone is personalised
preparation”.
Armanpreet Singh, who was
topper of the National Defence
Academy (NDA) entrance exam
last year, said one should not be
bothered about the volume of
syllabus.

“We usually have a habit of
counting the number of pages of
the chapter before we begin
reading or learning it. This
impacts our psychology. I believe
one should not be bothered
about the volume at first and
should divide everything into
parts. Prioritise the topics and
revise,” he added.
Nutrition and health experts
Shonali Sabherwal, Rujuta
Diwekar and Revant
Himatsingka, YouTuber Gaurav
Chaudhary popularly known as
‘TechGuruji’ and Radhika Gupta,
MD and CEO, Edelweiss Mutual
Fund, are among the other guests
who have been part of the pro-
gramme so far.
‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’ is an annu-
al event in which Modi interacts
with students appearing for the
board examinations. During
this, he also answers the students’
queries related to exam stress and
other issues.

PM Modi’s PPC 2025: Toppers share success secrets

Gyanesh Kumar to take over
as 26th CEC on Wednesday 

Amit Shah reviews new criminal laws in J and K India eyes greener future with
shift to renewable energy
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday granted bail to

alleged middleman Christian
Michel James deported to
India six years ago from
Dubai in the controversial
`3,600 Crore AgustaWestland
helicopter purchase case
being probed by the CBI. A
bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
observed James was in cus-
tody for the past six years
while the investigation in the
matter was still underway.
James, however, cannot walk
out of jail as he faces a relat-
ed money laundering case by
ED and his bail plea is pend-
ing in the Delhi High Court. 
“Petitioner was extradited in
2018 and has been in custody
for more than 6 years now.
According to CBI despite fil-
ing two chargesheets and a
supplementary chargesheet,
the investigation is still ongo-

ing. We are inclined to grant
bail on such terms and con-
ditions as determined by the
trial court. The CBI will make
appropriate request to the
trial court for imposing nec-
essary conditions ,” said the
bench. 
The top court said James
would be released on bail,
subject to terms and condi-
tions decided by the trial
court. The counsel for the
CBI sought time saying the
additional Solicitor General
was unavailable for argu-
ments. When the bench
showed its inclination to
grant bail, the CBI’s lawyer
said the plea was filed only in
terms of seeking bail on med-
ical grounds. 
The court subsequently ques-
tioned the delay in the inves-
tigation and the trial in the
case. It said given the speed,
the trial would not conclude
in 25 years. Advocates Aljo K
Joseph and Vishnu Shankar,
representing James, referred

to his six-year long incarcer-
ation. 
The chopper purchase scam
relates to the irregularities
following the purchase of 12
VVIP helicopters from chop-
per design and manufactur-
ing company
AgustaWest land.  James
moved the apex court chal-
lenging the Delhi  High
Court’s September 25, 2024
order refusing him bail in the
case. British national James
was extradited from Dubai in
December, 2018, and arrest-
ed subsequently. 
He is  one among three
alleged middlemen in the
case. Guido Haschke and
Carlo Gerosa are the other
two. 
The CBI chargesheet alleged
an estimated loss of 398.21
million euros (about `2,666
Crore) to the exchequer due
to the deal  s igned on
February 8, 2010, for the
supply of VVIP choppers
worth 556.262 Million Euros.

SC grants bail to Christian Michel
James in Augusta Westland case

CENJOWS unveils publications
on information warfare and
Russia-Ukraine conflict

India, Qatar to double trade to USD 28 Billion

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani shake hands before a meeting at
Hyderabad House, in New Delhi, Tuesday, Photos by: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

Newly appointed Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar with his wife poses
for picture at the Election Commission’s office, in New Delhi

Amit Shah reviews status of the implementation of new criminal laws in Jammu and Kashmir
in the presence of CM Omar Abdullah and LG Manoj Sinha, New Delhi PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts  with students on different aspects of
stress-free exams under Pariksha Pe Charcha programme, New Delhi PTI

Centre for Joint Warfare Studies releases two critical publications on Contemporary
Security Challenges, New Delhi PIB
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Prayagraj airport handles over 100
flights daily amid Mahakumbh surge
BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
PRAYAGRAJ

Prayagraj Airport has under-
gone a remarkable transfor-

mation, handling over 100
flights daily-a sevenfold
increase from its previous 16
flights per day before
Mahakumbh-2025.
This surge in air traffic has
resulted in new records for the
airport, with February 16
marking the highest single-
day footfall in its history, as it
managed 20,297 passengers.
This broke the previous record
set on February 15, when the
airport handled the same num-
ber of flights but with 19,822
passengers, according to air-
port officials.
The spike in air traffic is attrib-
uted to the massive influx of
pilgrims arriving for the grand
religious gathering. Official
data reveals that on February
16, 10,152 passengers arrived
on 60 flights, while 10,145
departed on another 60 flights.
On February 15, 10,300 passen-
gers landed, and 9,522 passen-
gers took off.

Since its inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
December 16, 2018, and the
launch of flight operations in
January 2019, the airport has
rapidly expanded its capacity.
Between February 1 and 16,
2025, the airport handled
214,593 passengers across 1,288

flights, averaging 13,412 pas-
sengers daily and 81 flights per
day. On February 13, the air-
port set a record of 16,310 pas-
sengers on 96 flights, before
surpassing it with 20,297 pas-
sengers on February 16. On
January 13, the opening day of
Mahakumbh-2025, the airport

managed 33 flights carrying
4,252 passengers, and by
January 28, traffic had nearly
doubled to 8,378 passengers on
56 flights. From January 13 to
February 16, the airport
accommodated 312,536 pas-
sengers on 1,974 flights, aver-
aging 8,929 passengers and 57

flights daily.
To meet the surge in demand,
Prayagraj Airport has under-
gone significant infrastructure
upgrades. The terminal area
was expanded from 6,700
square meters to 25,500 square
meters, allowing the airport to
handle 1,080 passengers during
peak hours. 
A new terminal building was
added to accommodate an
additional 1,620 passengers.
Connectivity has also
improved, with flights now
linking Prayagraj to 17 cities,
up from just eight in December
2024. In January 2025, more
than 60 new flights were intro-
duced, significantly improv-
ing accessibility. Parking capac-
ity was tripled from 200 to 600
vehicles, and check-in counters
expanded from 8 to 42.
Passenger convenience has
been a top priority, with the air-
port now offering upgraded
lounges, a childcare room, and
more boarding bridges-up
from 2 to 6. Food and beverage
options have expanded, includ-
ing the addition of the budget-
friendly UDAN Yatri Cafe. 

Devotees arrive at Sangam amid a rush during the ongoing Mahakumbh Mela 2025, in Prayagraj  PTI

Devotees’ count exceeds
55 Crore in Mahakumbh
PNS n MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

The 'Mahakumbh 2025,'
held in Teerthraj

Prayagraj since January 13,
has scripted history with over
55 Crore devotees taking a
holy dip in the Triveni
Sangam, marking the largest
participation in any religious,
cultural, or social event. 
Half of India's 110 Crore
Sanatan fol lowers  have
immersed themselves, and
this number is expected to
surpass 60 Crore by the final
bathing ritual on February 26.
This remarkable turnout
reflects the meticulous plan-
ning of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath-led Uttar Pradesh
government, showcasing the
grandeur of India's ancient
tradition.
India, a land of religious
diversity, is home to people
from various faiths, with the
largest group being followers
of  Sanatan Dharma.
According to the World
Population Review, Pew
Research, India's population
is approximately 143 Crore
(1.43 Billion), with 110 Crore
(1.10 Billion) followers of

Sanatan Dharma.
In this context, the number of
bathers at the Triveni Sangam
represents 50 per cent of
India's Sanatan followers.
Compared to India's total
population, over 38 per cent
of the country's people have
participated in the holy dip. 
On a global scale, according
to Pew Research 2024, an
estimated 120 Crore (1.2
Billion) people worldwide
follow Sanatan Dharma,
meaning that over 45 per
cent of Sanatanis worldwide
have immersed themselves
in the Sangam. 
The sacred confluence of
Maa Ganga, Maa Yamuna,
and the invis ible  Maa
Saraswati has witnessed a
remarkable surge in the num-
ber of  saints ,  devotees ,
Kalpvasis ,  bathers ,  and
householders, all immersing
themselves in faith and devo-
tion. This historic turnout has
surpassed Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath's expecta-
tions. 
Ahead of Mahakumbh, CM
Yogi had predicted that this
grand and divine event would
break records in the number

of bathers, forecasting an ini-
tial count of 45 Crore devo-
tees. His prediction proved
accurate as early as February
11. 
By February 14, the number
had exceeded 50 Crore and
reached an astounding 55
Crore.  With nine days
remaining in the
Mahakumbh and one signif-
icant bathing festival yet to
occur, the number of bathers
is anticipated to surpass 60
Crore.
Breaking down the numbers,
the highest turnout occurred
on Mauni Amavasya, with
nearly eight crore devotees
participating in the holy dip.
On Makar Sankranti, around
3.5 Crore devotees bathed
during the Amrit Snan. 
Additionally, over two crore
devotees bathed on February
1 and January 30, while 1.7
Crore participated in Paush
Purnima. 
On Basant Panchami, 2.57
Crore devotees took the
sacred dip in the Triveni
Sangam, and more than two
crore devotees followed suit
on the Magh Purnima
bathing festival.

UP Budget session starts amid Opposition uproar 
BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh
Assembly's budget session

commenced on Monday with
high drama as the Samajwadi
Party (SP) launched a scathing
attack on the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) over alleged
financial irregularities related
to Mahakumbh-2025. SP leader
Shivpal Singh Yadav accused
the government of exploiting
religious sentiments and mis-
using public funds in the name
of the grand event.
Yadav questioned the BJP's
claims regarding Mahakumbh,
stating that the assertion of it
occurring after 144 years has
no basis in Hindu scriptures.
"The BJP is deceiving people
under the garb of Sanatan
Dharma while actually manip-
ulating their religious faith for
political gains," he alleged.
Opposition Disrupts
Governor's Address
The first day of the budget ses-
sion saw heated exchanges,

with opposition members stag-
ing protests and disrupting
Governor Anandiben Patel's
address. Amidst loud sloga-
neering and chants of
"Governor, go back," the assem-
bly was thrown into chaos. The

ruling BJP condemned the
opposition's behavior, calling it
disrespectful and against
democratic norms.
Uttar Pradesh Finance Minister
Suresh Khanna criticised the
opposition's conduct, stating,

"Instead of constructive debate,
the opposition is only interest-
ed in creating disorder. Their
negative approach to every ini-
tiative of the government
exposes their political desper-
ation."
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya also lashed out
at the SP, accusing it of running
away from real discussions.
"The Governor's address high-
lights the government's
achievements, but the SP is
only interested in disruption.
They thrive on anarchy rather
than responsible politics," he
said.
With tensions running high,
the budget session is expected
to be a battleground between
the ruling BJP and the opposi-
tion, especially on key issues
like governance, public expen-
diture, and the Mahakumbh's
financial management. The
coming days are likely to wit-
ness more confrontations as
both sides dig in their heels
ahead of crucial budgetary dis-
cussions.

Samajwadi Party leaders protest during the UP Assembly budget session, in
Lucknow PTI

Mahakumbh turned into ‘mrityu kumbh': Mamata
SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Tuesday termed Maha Kumbh
as "Mrityu Kumbh (Kumbh of
death) and slammed the
Narendra Modi Government
for tolerating humiliation of
Indian immigrants who were
deported back to India in
chains.
Speaking in the State Assembly
Banerjee alleged how the BJP's
efforts to use religion to earn
money had backfired. 
Banerjee said, "Incidents like
stampedes may happen in such
big events but the question is
whether the deaths could have
been avoided with better plan-
ning. They only went about
blindly publicising the event
without caring for the com-
mon people. Only VVIPs'
interests were taken care of.
Maha Kumbh has turned into
Mrityu Kumbh."
Alleging that the Uttar Pradesh
Government hid facts about
the actual number of deaths
she said "thousands of dead

bodies were disposed of in
Ganga" and "the bodies that
were sent back to the respec-
tive States did not even have
their post mortem conducted.
There was no death certificates
issued."
"I respect Maha Kumbh, I
respect the holy Ganga Maa.
But there is no planning.

Arrangements were made for
the rich only. Tents were sold
for as high as `1 Lakh where-
as the poor people were made
to walk for miles and fend for
themselves. The Railways too
would not take adequate mea-
sures considering the publici-
ty that had been generated."
Banerjee's Tuesday's diatribe

was a culminating point of
ongoing war of words between
the State BJP leadership includ-
ing Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari and the
TMC.
Banerjee attacked the BJP for
creating division among the
people by using religion. "I too
am a Brahmin. I too perform
Pujas daily, but I don't carry
my religion to the market and
sell it,"
Banerjee said backing, her pol-
icy to back minorities.
"The Muslims constitute 30 to
33 per cent of the State's pop-
ulation. Don't they deserve
good education and a better
quality of life if  my
Government ensures that
where is the problem and why
shall I be branded as a mem-
ber of the Muslim League,"
Banerjee said accusing the BJP
of maintaining secret ties with
the Muslim League.
"Do I divulge the stories of
your secret parleys with the
Muslim League for the sake of
dividing people and winning
votes," Banerjee asked.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee speaks during session of the state
Legislative Assembly, in Kolkata PTI

Mamata is anti-Hindu CM: BJP
SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

The Bengal BJP on Tuesday hit
out at the Chief Minister for

alleging that Mahakumbh had
turned into 'Mrityu Kumbh'.
Calling Mamata Banerjee a
"Hindu Virodhi" or anti-Hindu
Chief Minister, the BJP MLAs
who earlier staged a walkout
from the State Assembly to
protest against the suspension of
four of their colleagues including
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari for 30 days, said the
people would not forgive
Banerjee for insulting the Hindu
religion.
Adhikari who was staging a sit in
demonstration outside the State
Assembly wearing saffron tur-
bans said "she has called the reli-
gious congregation on which
crores of Hindus have faith a
Mrityu Kumbh. The people will
not tolerate such an insult to
Hinduism."
Alleging that he and four other
MLAs were suspended from the
Assembly for raising the issue of
disruption of Saraswati Puja in
Bengal early this month Adhikari

said during Banerjee's rule anti-
India activities had increased in
the State.
"In the past several months
Bangladeshis, Rohingya terrorists
have been arrested by the Assam
Police and Jammu and Kashmir
Police which is a prove of how
Bengal is becoming a safe haven
for them. There at about 50-55
assembly constituencies and 30-
35 police stations where the
demography has changed com-
pletely changed, and Mamata
Banerjee is directly responsible

for this," Adhikari said.
The recent decibel level BJP-
Trinamool Congress showdown
is expected to rise in the coming
months in view of the approach-
ing Bengal Assembly elections
next year. The saffron outfit has
vowed to dislodge the Mamata
Banerjee Government in 2026
State elections.
BJP IT Cell chief Amit Malaviya
too attacked Banerjee for show-
ing a disdainful behaviour for
Hinduism by calling the Maha
Kumbh "Mrityu Kumbh."  

BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari with party leader Agnimitra Paul addresses outside
West Bengal Legislative Assembly PTI

Efforts underway to boost
connectivity between
Delhi and Gurugram 

Siddaramaiah targets illegal residential layouts 
PTI n BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Tuesday

instructed officials to put an end
to the illegal residential layouts
in Karnataka by issuing B-
Khata to properties as a one-
time settlement.
Siddaramaiah also directed
them to complete the process
within three months.
In residential areas in
Karnataka, people get A-Khata
for the layouts approved by the
competent authorities such as
Bengaluru Development
Authority (BDA) or Urban
Development Authorities. The
properties on layouts without
approval get B-Khata as they are
illegal. This move will give relief
to lakhs of property owners
across the state and generate
huge revenue for the govern-
ment, a municipal officer said.
Chairing a meeting with the
officials of the Urban
Development Department and
Deputy Commissioners of the
districts through video confer-
ence, the chief minister said the
menace of illegal layouts should
end once and for all.

"We will end this (illegal layout
menace) by giving B-Khata
once and for all. This is only
one-time measure. You have
been given only three months.
Conduct a campaign and com-
plete it within this time,"
Siddaramaiah was quoted in a
statement issued by his office.
The CM said the government
will put an end to the unautho-
rised settlements which are
there in all the cities, towns,
municipal limits and villages.
"There should be no room for
unauthorised settlements in the
state from now on. We have
started a drive to put an end to
unauthorised settlements
through the law. The officials
should clearly understand and
start their work," Siddaramaiah
said in the meeting.
He told the officers that the state
is not getting revenue from
unauthorised layouts.
"People are not getting civic
amenities and local bodies are
also losing income. All these dis-
advantages need to be put to an
end," the chief minister said.
The government will not com-
promise on this anymore, he
said, and warned that the

administration will not tolerate
if the officials compromise.
"If unauthorised settlements
raise their heads again, the
District Collector, Chief Officer,
and Urban Planning Officers
will be held accountable. We will
take action against them with-
out hesitation," the chief minis-
ter said in the meeting.
He also asked the officials to
drive away middlemen and
brokers immediately.
Siddaramaiah also told the offi-
cials that they should clearly
understand the government's
vision behind enacting laws to
curb illegal layouts.
"Illegal layouts and settlements
on revenue (agriculture) land
should not raise their head
again in the state. Those who
have sites and built houses in
unauthorised and revenue set-
tlements should not be trou-
bled".
"You have to give a one-time
solution to facilitate the poor
and middle class. Give everyone
B-Khata within three months
and end it. Start giving B-Khata
from today itself. Let there be no
confusion," the CM said at the
meeting.

STAFF REPORTER n GURUGRAM

In an effort to enhance connec-
tivity between Delhi and

Gurugram, discussions are
underway to review ongoing
development projects, improve
road infrastructure, and address
coordination issues among local
authorities.
A meeting was held under the
chairmanship of DS Dhesi,
Principal Advisor, Urban
Development, Government of
Haryana in the Gurugram
Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA) office on
Tuesday.
The meeting was attended by
Chief Executive Officer GMDA,
Shyamal Misra, Deputy
Commissioner Gurugram, Ajay
Kumar, DCP Traffic Virender Vij,
Administrator HSVP Vaishali
Singh, and senior officers of
GMDA.
Improvement of connectivity
between Delhi and Gurugram

and decongestion of the National
Highway-48 were among the
key matters discussed in the
meeting.
The Principal Advisor outlined
that both short term, and long-
term remedial solutions must be
explored by all concerned depart-
ments to facilitate improved con-
nectivity and reduce traffic con-
gestion for commuters traversing
between the two cities.
Development of grade separators,
widening of existing road infra
and creation of alternative routes
may be planned to channelise the
existing traffic flow as well as to
cater to the growing traffic
demands in the future. 
Strategic planning on key entry
points on NH-8 from various
parts of Gurugram along with
critical sections such as Dhaula
Kuan to Mahipalpur, Mahipalpur
to Rajokri flyover and Delhi
Border to Iffco Chowk, near
Ambiance Mall among others is
to be undertaken. 

Telangana CM calls for unified
efforts against cybercrime
PTI n HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday

said that the entire country
should work as a unified enti-
ty, ensuring coordination
among police officers from dif-
ferent states to tackle cyber-
crime.
Speaking at a cybersecurity
conclave organised by the state
police here, he said cybercrimes
can happen anytime and from
anywhere posing challenges to
police officials in identifying the
offenders, determining where
they carried out the offence and
bringing them to book.
"Amid such challenges, the
police have the responsibility of

preventing crime. When it
comes to policing, we cannot
move forward with policies and
efforts confined to a particular
state. The whole country should
work as a single unit to combat
cybercrime, and coordination is
very much needed," he said.
The spread of fake news on
social media, as well as econom-
ic offences, needs to be checked,
Reddy said.
Appreciating the state police
officials for organising the con-
clave to promote understanding
and coordination across the
country, he expressed confi-
dence that Telangana would
serve as a role model for the
nation in controlling cyber-
crime.

The Telangana government
aims to be the number one state
in cyber safety in the country, he
said.
An estimated ̀ 22,812 Crore was
stolen by cybercriminals in the
country last year, posing a threat
to both the economy and citi-
zens, Reddy said.
The Chief Minister said the state
government is committed to
working with experts and IT
firms and allocating all neces-
sary resources to build an
ecosystem for cybersecurity
solutions.
Telangana is one of the few
states with a fully operational
cybersecurity bureau and a ded-
icated cybercrime helpline to
protect citizens, Reddy said.

Assam's Cachar imposes night
curfew along Indo-Bangladesh border 
PTI n SILCHAR

Assam's Cachar district
administration on Tuesday

clamped night curfew along the
India-Bangladesh border to
prevent the movement of
extremist elements and smug-
gling of cattle and commodi-
ties, according to an official
release.
Cachar District Magistrate
Mridul Yadav has issued an
order imposing strict restric-
tions along the India-
Bangladesh border to maintain
public order and curb illegal
activities, the statement said.
"The order, issued under
Section 163 of BNSS, aims to
prevent potential law and order
disturbances arising from the

movement of extremist ele-
ments and unauthorised trans-
portation of commodities and
cattle across the border," it
added.
The district magistrate high-
lighted the urgent need for pre-
ventive measures to tackle the
apprehended threats.
He emphasised that swift
action is crucial to prevent
unlawful activities, which could
disrupt peace and security in
the region.
The order imposes specific
restrictions effective immedi-
ately and will remain in force
for two months unless other-
wise directed, the release said.
According to the directive, a
night curfew has been imple-
mented, prohibiting any move-

ment within a one-kilometre
belt along the India-Bangladesh
border in Cachar district
between sunset and sunrise.
This measure aims to curtail
illegal cross-border activities
and ensure heightened securi-
ty during vulnerable hours, it
added.
Additionally, a strict ban has
been imposed on any move-
ment in the river Surma and on
its high banks within the Indian
territory of Cachar during the
same hours.
The order also restricts fishing
activities in the river, with
exceptions only for local resi-
dents who obtain prior permis-
sion from the circle officer of
Katigorah along with authori-
sation from the lessee.

Chhattisgarh CM slams Sam
Pitroda's China comment 
PTI n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai on Tuesday

targeted the Congress over its
leader Sam Pitroda's reported
comment about China, saying it
was evident that the opposition
party stood with separatists and
enemies of the country.
Pitroda, chairman of the Indian
Overseas Congress, was report-
ed to have said that he did not
understand the threat India
faces from China, and it was
often blown out of proportion.
While the Congress distanced
itself from his statement, Sai
asked if the party would expel
the leader.
"The Congress's 'hand' (a refer-
ence to its electoral symbol) is
with separatists and enemies of

the country. 
Pitroda, the head of the overseas
wing of the party, has probably
been appointed to strengthen
the hands of the enemies of the
country. He earlier insulted
Indians with his racist remarks,
and now he is repeatedly spread-
ing false propaganda about India
on various platforms and plot-
ting to weaken the country,
which is the Congress's unde-
clared policy," the chief minis-
ter said in a statement.
He further claimed that it was
the Congress's pre-meditated
policy to call Pitroda's state-
ments as his personal views after
he speaks. "First appease the
country's enemies by having
your leaders make statements,
and then call them personal
remarks," he said.



Preparing for the
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)

can feel overwhelming, espe-
cially when juggling school-
work and other responsibili-
ties. However, CUET has
transformed the university
admissions process and a
well-structured preparation
plan can help you cover the
syllabus effectively while
boosting your confidence. By
following a strategic approach
over a few months, you can
significantly enhance your
chances of success. 
Step 1: Understand the
CUET Exam Structure
Before diving into prepara-
tion, familiarise yourself with
the exam format. CUET typ-
ically consists of Language,
Domain-Specific Subjects,
and a General Test. It is
essential to obtain the official
syllabus for each section and
review it thoroughly.
Understanding the types of
questions, including multiple-
choice and short-answer for-
mats, is crucial. Be mindful of
the marking scheme, partic-
ularly any negative marking. 
Step 2: Assess Your
Readiness:  Start by evaluat-
ing your current knowledge
and preparedness. Ask your-

self whether you have covered
the syllabus for all sections,
how confident you feel about
scoring well on a scale of 1 to
5, and which section you
find most challenging. 
Step 3: Set Clear Goals
Define your objectives based
on your preferred university
and course. Research the
CUET score requirements
for institutions like Delhi
University, Banaras Hindu
University and JNU. Having
a clear goal will keep you
motivated and focused
throughout your preparation
journey.
Step 4: Allocate Study Time
Using insights from your self-
assessment, create a balanced
study plan. If you are strong
in certain subjects, spend less
time on them but focus on
regular revision. Dedicate
more time to weaker subjects
to better understand con-
cepts and solve practice ques-

tions. For example, if the
General Test is particularly
challenging, allocate 1.5–2
hours daily to this section
while spending an hour on
Language or Domain-Specific
Subjects.
Step 5: Weekly Study
Schedule A well-structured
timetable ensures consisten-
cy. A practical approach is to
focus on one major subject
per day from Monday to
Friday. Saturday can be ded-
icated to taking mock tests
and analysing performance,
while Sunday should be
reserved for reviewing the
week’s progress, revising dif-
ficult topics, and taking time
to relax and recharge. Using
time-blocking techniques by
dividing the day into study,
practice, and relaxation slots
can be highly effective. 
Step 6: Right Study
Resources Relying on quali-
ty study materials is essential.
NCERT textbooks provide
conceptual clarity, while
CUET-specific guides and
reference books offer target-
ed preparation. Online plat-
forms that provide mock tests
and video lectures can be
valuable resources. Practicing
with previous years’ ques-
tion papers helps in identify-

ing important topics and
understanding question
trends.
Step 7: Regular Mock Tests
Mock tests play a crucial role
in CUET preparation. Aim to
take at least one full-length
test per week and gradually
increase the frequency as the
exam approaches. 
Step 8: Exam Logistics Since
CUET is a computer-based
test, familiarising yourself
with the technical require-
ments is necessary. Marking
significant dates on a calen-
dar will help in avoiding last-
minute surprises.
Step 9: Maintain a Balance 
Avoiding burnout is vital for
effective preparation.
Incorporate short breaks into
your study routine and
engage in activities like exer-
cise or meditation to stay
refreshed. Ensuring you get
seven to eight hours of sleep
daily will help in maintaining
focus and energy levels.
Step 10: Stay  Positive
Consistency is the key to
achieving success in CUET.
Sticking to your study plan
while remaining adaptable
to changes will be beneficial.  

(The writer is  Managing
Partner, FinTram Global
LLP; views are personal)

The senior Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has been appointed as the next
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC). The decision was made by the Prime Minister-
led selection committee, which also named Haryana Chief Secretary Vivek Joshi

as an Election Commissioner. However, the appointment has sparked controversy, with
the Congress party questioning the process and alleging a lack of transparency. For
decades, the Government held the power to appoint the Chief Election Commissioner
and Election Commissioners. However, in 2023, the Supreme Court ruled that appoint-
ments should be made by a panel comprising the Prime Minister, the Chief Justice of
India (CJI) and the Leader of the Opposition (LoP). Despite this ruling, the new CEC and
Other ECs (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023, replaced
the CJI with a cabinet minister, a change that has been challenged in court. Gyanesh
Kumar, is a seasoned bureaucrat and was appointed as an Election Commissioner in

March 2023. He has a tenure extending until January
26, 2029, meaning he will oversee critical elections,
including the 2029 general elections. His selection fol-
lows the convention of appointing the senior-most
Election Commissioner to the role of CEC. Gyanesh
Kumar replaces Rajiv Kumar, whose term concluded
recently.
The Congress party, led by Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi, has strongly opposed the appointment
process. Gandhi submitted a dissent note during the
selection committee meeting, urging the Government
to defer the decision until the Supreme Court rules on
the validity of the selection panel’s composition.

Congress leaders Abhishek Manu Singhvi and Ajay Maken have argued that proceed-
ing with the appointment while the court is hearing a challenge to the new selection law
undermines democratic principles. The government’s decision to exclude the CJI from
the selection panel and desperation to elect the CEC before the judgement  indeed cre-
ates an impression that the Government wants to have its way in the election of Chief
Election Commissioner. Ensuring transparency and balance in selecting election offi-
cials is crucial to maintaining a fair democratic process. Meanwhile, Vivek Joshi, a 1989
batch IAS officer, is set to serve as an Election Commissioner until February 2030. The
Supreme Court has yet to issue a final verdict on the legality of the new selection process.
The outcome of this legal battle could shape the future of India’s electoral governance
for years to come. To put things in perspective, the Election Commission plays a cru-
cial role in the government machinery during elections and can significantly impact their
outcomes. However, it is often influenced by the government through the appointment
of favorable officials. It was, in fact, TN Seshan who, as Chief Election Commissioner,
challenged government control and brought a sense of independence to the
Commission.

New CEC takes over 

“adopted his own procedure” when deal-
ing with the bills. In its November 2023
order on the functioning of governors, the
Apex Court had underscored the impor-
tance of upholding the spirit of Article
200. The court affirmed that governors
cannot delay bills indefinitely. 
The Supreme Court then observed that
unfettered discretion to the governor
would “virtually veto the functioning of
the legislative domain by a duly elected
legislature” and noted that “such a course
of action would be contrary to fundamen-
tal principles of a constitutional democ-
racy based on a parliamentary pattern of
governance.” It seems that the Governor
of Tamil Nadu has little regard for the
constitutional limitations and the rulings
of the Supreme Court. In this context, the
President of India’s choices and her ret-
icence were disheartening. Two of the
bills referred to her have received assents,
while the remaining are still under con-
sideration. The impending verdict of the
top court will be crucial in resolving this
impasse.

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode

INDUSTRY STATUS FOR TOURISM
Madam — The Kerala government is
planning to grant industry status to its
tourism sector and cleared the way for
the long-pending demand of the state
tourism and hospitality sector of a spe-
cific area. 
Granting industry status to that specif-
ic area will encourage investment and
development in that sector. Although it
has been estimated that the Kerala
tourism sector is providing direct or
indirect employment to 25 lakh people
since 2018, rapid urbanisation, infra-
structural development, and natural
calamities and catastrophes could pos-
sibly lead to an all-time low. The step
initiated by the government authority
for turning Kerala tourism into an
industry-specific area could benefit
the mass audience and also help with
better employment opportunities in
the near future.

Dimple Wadhawan  | Kanpur Nagar

KHELO INDIA WINTER GAMES POSTPONED
Madam — Climate change has finally
made its presence felt by disrupting the
‘Khelo India’ to be held in Gulmarg. The
second and final stage of the Khelo India
Winter Games 2025, scheduled to be held
in Gulmarg, Jammu and Kashmir from
Saturday, has been postponed due to
insufficient snowfall. The revised sched-
ule will be announced when the weath-
er conditions are favourable for the com-
petitions. But now it does not seem that
this will happen because now the spring
season is going to enter the country.  This
is the second consecutive year that the
event has been rescheduled due to insuf-
ficient snowfall. Last year, the Games had
to be postponed till February after there
was no rain in January. 
The lack of snowfall in many areas is
mainly due to climate change, as rising
temperatures lead to more precipitation
in the form of rain rather than snow, lead-
ing to a decrease in snow piles and snow
cover, especially in mountainous areas.
This phenomenon is often called “snow
drought.” It is not just India that is being
affected by climate; it is a global problem.
The whole world is grappling with it. I
think the way temperatures are rising and
the problem of forest fires, not only in
developing countries but also in developed
countries, are making people feel helpless.
It is quite possible that after the next few
years, it will be difficult to even host the
Winter Olympic Games. In the future,
sports like ice hockey and ice skating will
disappear into the pages of history.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

SC QUESTIONS GOVERNOR’S ACTIONS
Madam— The Supreme Court, while
reserving its judgment on the writ peti-
tion filed by the Tamil Nadu Government,
stated in unambiguous terms that
Governor Ravindra Narayana Ravi’s
action of transferring the nine bills to the
President of India after their re-enactment
and re-submission was not in accordance
with the provisions in the Constitution.
The court noted that Governor Ravi had

P A P E R  W I T H  P A S S I O N

www.dailypioneer.com
facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

RANCHI | WEDNESDAY | FEBRUARY 19, 2025

06

Send yyour ffeedback tto:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com

PICTALK

A squirrel enjoys palash flowers, in Nadia PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Gyanesh Kumar has been appointed as  the next Chief Election
Commissioner by the PM-led selection committee amid  criticism

decades here. In an interview
with The Hindustan Times,
Lisa Curtis, a Trump 1.0 White
House NSC chief of South and
Central Asia, has dismissed
any US role in Hasina’s ouster.
Last week, PM Modi raised
concerns about Bangladesh
with President Trump who
denied any role of US Deep
State in it. But for India, there
are lessons from events in
Bangladesh that the establish-
ment is silent about because
there was non-partisan sup-
port for Hasina and Awami
League with the country’s lib-
eration linked to Mujib and
India. 
After Mujib’s assassination in
1975, Hasina and her sister
Rehana were provided refuge
in India; history repeated itself
in 2024. I was invited in
November 2023, two months
before the elections, to speak
at the Liberation War Museum
on the role of Chancellor Willy
Brandt of Germany. 
One of the trustees of the
museum, Dr Mofidul Hoque,
took me around the museum.
There was a section complete-
ly devoted to the political
movement against Rawalpindi
led by Sheikh Mujib called
Story of Liberation Under a
Genocide. The accent of the
display depicted the liberation
war fought by Bengali Mukti
Jodhas with India in a support
role. But it did have a gallery
on the training of Mukti

Bahini by the Indian Army.
During my five-day visit, the
BNP was out of the streets
every other day coupling with
garment factory workers and
their unions demanding high-
er wages. A virtual war was
being fought on the streets
with the dominant Awami
League counter-protestors
unleashed.
Most people I spoke to said if
there was a free and fair elec-
tion BNP would win. This was
one view I received even from
our High Commission. While
people were angry with India
for supporting Hasina, the
media was scared of the gov-
ernment. Despite the negative
vibes of the Hasina regime,
Delhi was reluctant to abandon
her. I wonder what inputs
Indian intelligence agencies
had provided. They likely
failed to read the mood of the
people which led to a students’
revolt. 
One other truth and for me,
the most significant was that
the goodwill dividend of India’s
support to the liberation war
and attainment of nationhood
has dissipated – to put it
crudely, the use-by date was
long over. The 1970 military
vintage soldier had disap-
peared nearly two decades
ago from all three armed
forces – India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh.In any case, very
few units from East Pakistan
Rifles and still fewer Bengalis

in the Pakistan Army were
deployed in East Pakistan. 
The war effort was predomi-
nantly India with Mukti Bahini
in support; that was the
ground reality. As far as the
Liberation War is concerned,
Bangladesh had changed the
narrative (history) as was evi-
dent from the Liberation War
Museum. For India though, it
was an iconic, once-in-a-thou-
sand-year victory (over arch-
enemy Pakistan) which
became a landmark event for
the Indian political and mili-
tary leadership to celebrate and
commemorate. 
Yunus’s Law Advisor, Arif
Nazrul has said: “India was
only an ally in the 1971 war
victory, nothing more”, a sen-
timent that was endorsed by
the office of the interim gov-
ernment. Hasina’s second spell
of refuge in India is a matter
of immense resentment in
Bangladesh, but Delhi will
not let down a friend and ally.
India has opened its doors to
several leaders fleeing from
Nepal, Afghanistan, Myanmar
and Maldives. But for housing
Hasina, there will be costs for
India.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the

Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence

Staff. The views expressed are
personal)

Bangladesh wipes out history,

shuns India at its own peril

As a Mukti Jodha (free-
dom fighter – that’s
what Bangladeshis
call Indian Army per-
sonnel who fought

the Liberation War), I’m appalled
at the recent turn of events, the
mayhem in Dhaka and many
parts of Bangladesh following
Sheikh Hasina’s virtual address to
her party supporters from some-
where near Delhi which provid-
ed the pretext for the students of
the protest movement and parties
opposed to Awami League to set
ablaze 32 Dhanmondi residence
of Mujibur Rehman and a muse-
um in his name. 
Perhaps nothing ‘physical’
remains of Mujib’s legacy even as
Hasina said: “History cannot be
wiped out”. Mahfuz Alam, one of
the student advisors to
Mohammad Yunus, noted that
symbols of fascism were being
dismantled. Surprisingly BNP
Secretary General Faqrul Aslam
Alamgir protested the disorder
and violence at a meeting with
Yunus where he sought early
elections. Later, he asked India to
hand over Hasina and her accom-
plices to the government in
Dhaka for trial.
Army Chief, Gen Waqer uz
Zaman also commented on the
negative effect on internal stabil-
ity by adverse law and order sit-
uation but significantly noting
that India is a big country and
important neighbour. It is impor-
tant for good relations for the
security interests of both coun-
tries, he added. India has called
the violence as ‘regrettable’ attract-
ing a summoning of its acting
High Commissioner in Dhaka. 
India-Bangladesh relations will
get a lot worse before they get any
better despite Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri’s visit to Dhaka in
December and Foreign Minister
S Jaishankar’s meeting with
Touheed Hasan, acting advisor to
the interim government in
Bangladesh last Sunday in
Muscat. One thing is becoming
clear: a new Bangladesh is evolv-
ing and this is the real one,
unlike the new Nepal expected
after the 10-year civil war. Last
August in one week the face of
Bangladesh changed and is
changing by the day by design. 
The Americans were being
blamed for regime change. The
US and India were never on the
same page in the last many

Earthquake jolts Delhi
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Cracking CUET: A step-by-step
guide to smart preparation

Residents of Delhi and its adjoining
areas woke up to strong tremors
caused by an earthquake of mag-

nitude 4.0 on Monday morning.
According to the National Centre of
Seismology, the quake hit at a depth of
about 5 km. Videos showed the ground
and buildings shaking, forcing people to
rush out of their homes. There have been
no reports of casualties or damage to
properties, but many residents claimed

that the tremors were so strong that it felt
like a bridge was collapsing. 
However, the quake itself was not of a
high-intensity magnitude. The gravity of
the situation soon gave way to humour
as social media users began sharing their
reactions to the unexpected jolt. Memes
and jokes flooded various platforms, with
many poking fun at the situation while
still conveying their fear and disbelief.
While the suddenness of the earthquake
understandably caused concern among
residents, the quick wit and resilience of
the people of Delhi-NCR were on full dis-
play as they found ways to cope with the
unexpected turn of events. Like Mumbai
rains, the Delhi tremor gave a tough time
to people there, but it was business as
usual once the tremor settled. 

Aarohi Gupta | Ujjain

ASHOK K MEHTA

PANKAJ DHINGRA

By understanding the exam format, setting clear goals, and following an organised
study schedule, students can cover the syllabus while boosting confidence

With opposition forces emboldened, Bangladesh appears to be at a turning point,
grappling with a shifting political landscape and growing internal discord 
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It is a well-established fact that History, often, is written from the
perspective of the victor, making it a one-dimensional testimo-
ny of what transpired. Thus, while for the British Imperial power,

the tumultuous events of 1857 were an unsuccessful mutiny by
sepoys from across the subcontinent, for us, it is the celebrated
1st War of Independence. Before being put down with unprece-
dented vengeance and ferocity, it ignited a spark of ‘freedom’ which
continued to inspire generations to come, although, in the process,
they sowed venomous seeds of communal discord, deftly using
their devious policy of divide and rule, which continue to rile us
to this day. 
Not surprisingly, the events instilled such fear in the minds of our
forefathers that it was several decades before any credible stir-
rings for a fight to over throw the yoke of imperialism were felt.To
take this forward, while Bhagat Singh & his young comrades might
have been treated as terrorists/ militants/ extremists by the British,
their cohor ts and cour ts, we extoll them as valiant freedom fight-
ers and  martyrs, so much so, that more than a century after Bhagat
Singh sacrificed his life for the liberation of the motherland, we
are witnessing a massive surge in his following, especially in the
youth.
It is not difficult to gauge this- there is a proliferation of his pho-
tographs - on the rear of cabs and auto-rickshaws, trucks and
buses, emblazoned on T-shirts, and so on. Given all this, what star-
tled me, and raised my hackles was Rajmohan Gandhi’s book,
Punjab: A History from Aurangzeb to Mountbatten. 
Otherwise, a well-researched and thoughtfully written book, his treat-

ment of the life and times of Bhagat Singh is rather disappoint-
ing- in a tome of more than 400 pages, there are just a few lines-
a cursory mention of Bhagat Singh and his comrades. Sadly, even
in these lines, they are not feted as freedom fighters, but rather
disparagingly, as delinquent and misguided youth, militant in their
approach, hellbent on derailing the course of the freedom strug-
gle. Well, while all of us have the liber ty or freedom to form our
opinion, in a broader sense, it needs to be noted that sensitivities
of a significant mass of our population don’t get hur t. Because,
if the Butcher of Amritsar became a celebrated hero among a sec-
tion of his countrymen, hailed as “the man who saved India” and
a beneficiary of a fund of over £26,000, then, we need serious
introspection as to how we por tray our martyrs for the genera-
tions to come, because, as I repeatedly quote the words of George
Santayana- “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned
to repeat it.”
The way history is written shapes how future generations perceive
their past. The events of 1857 and Bhagat Singh’s sacrifices remain
crucial in our national consciousness, inspiring countless individ-
uals. Yet, the selective representation of these figures in histori-
cal narratives raises concerns. When colonial figures like Dyer are
glorified, while our martyrs are downplayed or misrepresented, it
calls for reflection. As a society, we must ensure that our heroes
are remembered with the respect they deserve. After all, history
is not just about the past—it is a guide for the future, reminding
us never to forget our hard-fought struggles.

(The author is a freelance writer; views are personal)
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Buoyed by its sweeping
success in Delhi, the
Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) has now turned its focus
towards the crucial state elec-
tions in West Bengal in 2026,
where it aims to dethrone
Mamata Banerjee. What once
seemed like an uphill battle is
now a tangible possibility for
the party. Emboldened by the
Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP)
debacle in Delhi, BJP leaders
are proclaiming, “Delhi ki jeet
hamari ho gayi, ab 2026 main
Bengal ki baari hai” (We have
won Delhi; now it’s Bengal’s
turn in 2026).
Bihar, too, is set to witness an
intense electoral showdown.
With recent victories boosting
the party’s confidence, BJP
and its allies plan to enter the
battle with renewed aggression
to retain power. The frag

mented INDIA alliance, which
was evident in Haryana and
Delhi, provides the BJP with an
additional advantage. The
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), which has maintained
a strong presence in West
Bengal for decades, is expect-
ed to play a pivotal role in BJP’s
bid to oust Mamata in the
upcoming assembly elections.
Modi’s Appeal: BJP’s Trump

CardPrime Minister Narendra
Modi remains the BJP’s
strongest electoral force. His
leadership, credibility, and
mass appeal, especially among
the middle and lower-income
groups, were decisive in Delhi’s
outcome. Welfare schemes like
free ration under the PM
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
directly strengthened BJP’s
voter base. Modi’s ability to
project governance stability
ensured that BJP’s campaign
resonated powerfully across
the capital. 
Modi’s credibility as a vote
magnet and his guarantee to
implement manifesto promis-
es worked like magic for the
BJP, which continues to heav-
ily rely on him even for state
elections. In his characteristic
style, Modi remarked,
“Congress has achieved a dou-

ble hat-trick of defeats with
zero seats,” predicting its fur-
ther decline. Meanwhile, he
celebrated BJP’s string of vic-
tories in Haryana,
Maharashtra, and Delhi, rein-
forcing his status as the party’s
ultimate campaigner.
Decoding JBP’s Triumph in
Delhi: The Modi FactorSeveral
key factors contributed to
BJP’s victory in Delhi, with
Modi playing a central role.
His strong stance on national
security, Hindutva, and gover-
nance stability shaped the elec-
toral landscape, particularly
among urban and middle-
class voters.
Modi’s National Security &
Hindutva Image
As the national capital, Delhi
is heavily influenced by nation-
alistic narratives. Modi’s firm
policies on Pakistan, terrorism,

and Hindutva solidified BJP’s
core voter base. By framing the
election as Modi vs. Kejriwal
rather than a contest over
local governance, BJP ensured
that Modi’s persona resonated
strongly with voters.
PM’s Welfare Schemes vs.
AAP’s Freebies
While AAP is known for its
populist freebies, the Modi

government strategically coun-
tered this with large-scale wel-
fare initiatives such as PM
Awas Yojana (housing for the
poor), Ujjwala Yojana (free
LPG connections), and
Ayushman Bharat (health
insurance). By shifting the
narrative from Kejriwal’s local-
ized welfare model to Modi’s
broader national schemes, the
BJP successfully attracted
lower-income and migrant
voters.
A masterstroke was Modi’s
assurance that AAP’s welfare
schemes would not be discon-
tinued but rather enhanced,
promising to elevate Delhi
into a world-class city. This
neutralized Kejriwal’s tradi-
tional advantage and reas-
sured voters. BJP also aggres-
sively targeted AAP over cor-
ruption allegations, particular-

ly the liquor scam, altering
voter perception. Modi’s lead-
ership was positioned as a
guarantee of cleaner gover-
nance, contrasting sharply
with AAP’s tainted image.<
Impact of BJP’s Victories in
Other States: BJP’s recent
wins in Haryana, Maharashtra,
and other key states created a
momentum effect, reinforcing
voter confidence in Delhi.
Haryana’s proximity made its
results particularly influen-
tial, given the shared demo-
graphics. 
The party’s national winning
streak also boosted cadre
morale, creating a perception
of electoral invincibility, which
further weakened AAP’s posi-
tioning as an alternative force.
Why AAP Lost: 
AAP’s defeat was not solely
due to BJP’s strategic campaign

but also its political miscalcu-
lations. Kejriwal underesti-
mated Congress’s relevance,
assuming it was a non-factor.
This resulted in AAP’s defeat
in 14 assembly segments
where the victory margin was
lower than the votes secured by
Congress candidates. 
AAP had previously employed
a similar strategy in Haryana,
splitting Congress’s votes and
aiding BJP’s gains. However,
this tactic backfired in Delhi,
as the ignored Congress vote
share ended up damaging
AAP more than BJP. One of
the biggest takeaways from
AAP’s crushing defeat is the
blow to Arvind Kejriwal’s
national ambitions. 

(The writer is a senior politi-
cal analyst and strategic

affairs columnist; views are
personal)

BJP sets its sights on West Bengal and Bihar after Delhi triumph

History is often told from the perspective of the victors, shaping

collective memory in ways that serve those in power

A P S MALHOTRA
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Key measures, including  tax reliefs and incentives for private sector, reflect
a balanced approach to making India a developed economy by 2047

Balancing growth 
with fiscal discipline

ture of Rs 5065,000 crore which is
a significant increase of 7.4 per cent
over the RE for FY 2024-25 at Rs
4716,000 crore. 
This includes capital expenditure
of Rs 1121,000 crore, the remain-
ing Rs 3944,000 crore being the
provision for revenue expenditure.
Sitharaman has received flak for
going slow on investment. This is
unjustified and out of sync with the
underlying facts. We need to com-
pare the budget provision with RE
for FY 2024-25. On this basis, the
provision of Rs 1121,000 crore is
10.1 per cent higher than the
actual capital expenditure during
2024-25. 
That apart, the position about the
government’s capital spending has
to be viewed in totality. In her
Budget for FY 2019-20,
Sitharaman had laid a roadmap for
catapulting the Indian economy to
US $5 trillion by 2024-25. In sync
with this target, she had projected
an investment requirement of over
Rs 100,00,000 crore to build the
infrastructure over five years. Of
this, 39 per cent or Rs 39,00,000
crore was to come from the Centre
and states each and the balance was
Rs 22,00,000 crore from the private
sector. The Centre’s actual capital
expenditure was for 2020-21: Rs
439,000 crore; 2021-22: Rs 554,000
crore; 2022-23: Rs 750,000 crore;
2023-24: Rs 1000,961 crore and Rs
1018,000 crore for 2024-25. 
Over five years, the total comes to
Rs 3761,000 crore which is more
or less close to the amount the
Centre intended to contribute.
Continuing with the above trend,
a substantial allocation of Rs
1121,000 crore for 2025-26 shows
the determination of the govern-
ment to maintain the momentum
of investment in building roads,
highways, expressways, waterways,
ports, airports, railways, irrigation
projects, hospitals, schools, tech-
nical and research institutions and

so on in symphony with strength-
ening the foundations of the econ-
omy for a VIKSIT BHARAT by
2047.
But, investment by the central
government alone won’t be enough
to give the intended boost to the
economy. The States and private
sector also need to do their bit. The
Centre has been helping the former
to boost their capital spend.
During 2022-23, it provided them
with 50-year Rs 100,000 crore
interest-free loans. During 2023-
24, such transfers were Rs 130,000
crore. For FY 2024-25, the trans-
fers were kept at Rs 150,000 crore
though the states didn’t fully uti-
lize the amount. 
For FY 2025-26 also, the budget
allocation is kept at Rs 150,000
crore. To promote investment in
the private sector, the Centre has
given a host of incentives to indus-
tries and businesses. Amongst
others, these included a reduction
in the corporate tax rate to 15 per
cent for new manufacturing enter-
prises. In 2024-25, the tax rate on
foreign firms was reduced from 40
percent to 35 percent. But, the
private sector has complained of
‘demand constraint’. Team Modi
has addressed this as well. 
In the budget for FY 2024-25,
Sitharaman altered tax slabs under
the New Income Tax (IT) regime
besides increasing the standard
deduction by Rs 25,000. 
This resulted in a relief of around
Rs 17,500 in personal income tax
or PIT. In the budget for FY 2025-
26, she has given a bonanza by
announcing that a person earning
Rs 1200,000 per annum need not
pay any tax (taking into account
the standard deduction of Rs
75,000/- now, the threshold comes
to Rs 1275,000). Besides, she has
altered the tax slabs to give relief
even to persons earning more.
Thus, a person earning Rs
2400,000 per annum will pay Rs

110,000 less.Consequent to these
changes, the taxpayers will gain Rs
100,000 crore annually. 
These savings will be distributed
amongst a total of 7 crore persons
who won’t have to pay any tax. This
will give a big boost to demand.
However, this by itself won’t give
the required fillip. The govern-
ment’s efforts need to be comple-
mented by the owners of business-
es. They should go for better dis-
tribution of income through mea-
sures such as keeping prices low,
increasing salaries at the lower
rungs, reinvesting profits for
growth etc. 
Coming to FD, apart from lower
capital expenditure (than BE), the
contribution of buoyant tax collec-
tions in containing it at 4.8 per cent
of the NGDP during FY 2024-25,
can’t be brushed aside. The RE of
gross tax revenue (GTR) during
the year at Rs 3850,000 crore is
higher than the BE of Rs 3840,000
crore which itself was 14.6 per cent
higher than GTR of Rs 3350,000
crore during 2023-24. For 2025-26,
FM has kept the FD target at 4.4
per cent. To achieve it, she has set
the GTR collections at still high-
er Rs 4270,000 crore. 
This despite lower tax rates shows
that the government’s efforts at
broadening the tax base and ensur-
ing tax compliance are working.
In an interview, Sitharaman cited
capital expenditure of 4.3 per cent
as being more or less close to FD
of 4.4 per cent. From a fiscal con-
solidation angle, this is a good sign
as borrowings are used only for
building assets. However, the gov-
ernment needs to go beyond by
generating a ‘revenue surplus’ so
that borrowings even for building
capital assets can be cut. This is
necessary as ‘interest payments’
alone account for over 25 per cent
of total spending by the Centre.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views expressed are personal) 

Atheme that reverberates in the
Union Budget for FY 2025-26
presented by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
February 1, 2025, is ‘sustaining

the momentum of high economic growth
alongside sticking to fiscal consolidation’.
During FY 2024-25, the GDP growth
(gross domestic product) is estimated at 6.4
per cent which is more or less close to the
6.5 per cent - 7 per cent projected in the
Economic Survey (ES) for 2023-24 present-
ed by Sitharaman in the Parliament on
February 1, 2024. For FY 2025-26, accord-
ing to the Economic Survey presented by
her on February 1, 2025, the GDP is pro-
jected to expand between 6.3 per cent - 6.8
per cent. On top of a growth of 8 per cent
plus for three consecutive years beginning
FY 2021-22 and 6.4 per cent during FY
2024-25, this is a fairly impressive number
in sync with the overarching goal of mak-
ing India a ‘developed economy’ by 2047.
As for fiscal deficit or FD (excess of total
expenditure over total receipts), in her inter-
im budget presented on February 1, 2024,
she had set a target of 5.1 per cent of the
nominal GDP (NGDP). Subsequently, in
the full budget for FY 2024-25 presented
on July 23, 2024, she revised it downward
to 4.9 per cent of the GDP taking into
account the extra cushion of Rs 130,000
crore in the dividend transferred by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to the Central
Government from its operations during the
FY 2023-24 (the actual dividend transfer
was Rs 210,000 crore against a provision of
Rs 80,000 crore made in the interim bud-
get). 
Going by the revised estimate (RE) present-
ed by the FM on February 1, 2025, the FD
for FY 2024-25 has turned out to be even
lower at 4.8 per cent of the NGDP. Even as
the total revenue expenditure at Rs 3698,000
crore is only marginally lower than the bud-
get estimate (BE) of Rs 3709,401 crore, the
RE for capital expenditure is about Rs
1018,000 crore - a significant Rs 93,000
crore less than the BE of Rs 1111,111 crore.
Indeed, this is a major reason behind a
reduction of one percentage point in the FD
over the BE. In the budget for FY 2025-26,
the FM has provided for a total expendi-

The Aam Aadmi Party’s collapse in Delhi and the cracks within the INDIA bloc have emboldened the BJP to win Bengal and Bihar
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Top Russian, US officials meet for talks on Ukraine war without Kyiv
PTI n RIYADH

Senior officials from Russia and
the US met in Saudi Arabia on

Tuesday to begin talks on improv-
ing ties and negotiating an end to
the war in Ukraine.
Delegations led by US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
met at the Diriyah Palace in Riyadh.
The meeting marks another pivotal
step by the Trump administration to
reverse US policy on isolating Russia
and is meant to pave the way for a
meeting between US President
Donald Trump and Russian
President Vladimir Putin.
Trump earlier this month upended
US policy toward Ukraine and
Russia by saying he and Putin had
agreed to begin negotiations on end-
ing the war.
Ukrainian officials aren’t taking
part in the meeting, and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy

said Monday that his country won’t
accept the outcome if Kyiv doesn’t
take part.
Rubio was accompanied by US
national security adviser Mike Waltz
and Special Envoy Steve Witkoff,
while Lavrov sat next to the
Kremlin’s foreign affairs adviser,
Yuri Ushakov. Saudi Foreign
Minister Faisal bin Farhan and
national security adviser Musaed al
Alban joined Rubio, Lavrov and oth-
ers for the start of the meeting but
were expected to leave early in the
talks. Ushakov said Monday the
talks would be “purely bilateral” and
would not include Ukrainian offi-
cials.
The talks mark a significant expan-
sion of US-Russian contacts nearly
three years into a war that has seen
ties fall to the lowest level in decades.
Lavrov and then-US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken talked briefly
on the sidelines of a G-20 meeting
in India nearly two years ago, and

in the fall of 2022, US and Russian
spymasters met in Turkiye amid
Washington’s concerns that Moscow
could resort to nuclear weapons
amid battlefield setbacks.
The recent US diplomatic blitz on
the war has sent Kyiv and key allies
scrambling to ensure a seat at the
table amid concerns that
Washington and Moscow could
press ahead with a deal that won’t
be favourable to them.
France called an emergency meet-
ing of European Union countries
and the UK on Monday to decide
how to respond.
French President Emmanuel
Macron on Tuesday said he spoke
by phone to Donald Trump and
Volodymyr Zelenskyy following the
meeting.
“We seek a strong and lasting peace
in Ukraine,” Macron wrote on X.
“To achieve this, Russia must end its
aggression, and this must be accom-
panied by strong and credible secu-

rity guarantees for the Ukrainians,”
he said and vowed to “work on this
together with all Europeans,
Americans, and Ukrainians.”
Ahead of the talks, Kirill Dmitriev,
the head of the Russian Direct
Investment Fund who the Kremlin
said might join the talks, under-
scored the importance of the meet-
ing in comments to The Associated
Press. “Good US-Russia relations are
very important for the whole world.
Only jointly can Russia and the US
address lots of world problems,
resolve for global conflicts and
offer solutions,” Dmitriev, who said
he and his team would focus on eco-
nomic issues at the talks, told AP.
The Saudi-owned satellite channel
Al Arabiya, citing the Russian del-
egation, described Moscow’s prior-
ity as “real normalisation with
Washington”.
Diriyah Palace sits across the street
from Riyadh’s Diplomatic Quarter.
It’s also just next to the Ritz Carlton

hotel, which became famous in
2017 after de facto leader Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
detained other princes and the
country’s elite there as part of what
the royal court called a crackdown
on corruption, that also sidelined
any potential challenge to his tak-
ing control of the kingdom.
Hosting the talks is a major step
toward a goal Prince Mohammed
has pursued throughout the war —
putting the kingdom in the middle
of diplomatic negotiations. It has
helped in prisoner negotiations and
hosted Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy for an Arab
League summit in the kingdom in
2023. Zelenskyy will likely travel to
Saudi Arabia later this week.
For Prince Mohammed, once
described as a “pariah” by former
President Joe Biden over the 2018
killing of Washington Post journal-
ist Jamal Khashoggi, hosting such
talks burnish the otherwise-tar-

nished image the West has for him.
Ahead of the summit, the Saudi
daily newspaper Okaz described the
moment as the “world’s eye on
Riyadh”.
Writing in the London-based but
Saudi-owned newspaper Asharq Al
Awsat, journalist Mishari al-Dhaidi
described the summit as “a major
step on the international political
chess arena, revealing the status of
Saudi Arabia and its positive influ-
ence for the benefit of the people all
the people”, he wrote.
The neighbouring United Arab
Emirates, the prince also has main-
tained close relations to Russia
throughout its war on Ukraine,
both through the OPEC+ oil cartel
and diplomatically as well.
Hosting the summit also balances
the harsh criticism recently levied by
the kingdom’s tightly controlled
media at President Donald Trump
over his repeated comments that he
wants the US to “own” the Gaza

Strip, which has been devastated by
the Israeli military offensive there
since the October 7, 2023, Hamas
attack. The Palestinians want Gaza
and the West Bank for a future state,
something backed by the wider
Arab world and nearly all of the
international community.
Meanwhile, Russia continued to
pummel Ukraine with drones,
according to Kyiv’s military. The
Ukrainian air force said Russian
troops launched a barrage of 176
drones at Ukraine overnight, most
of which were destroyed or disabled
by jamming.
One Russian drone struck a residen-
tial building in Dolynska in
Kirovohrad region, injuring a moth-
er and her two children and prompt-
ing an evacuation of 38 apartments,
the regional administration report-
ed. Four more residential buildings
were damaged by drone debris in
the Cherkasy region of Ukraine,
according to local officials.

Delta jet flips upside down
on snowy Toronto runway
PTI n TORONTO

ADelta Air Lines jet flipped
on its roof while landing

Monday at Toronto’s Pearson
Airport, but all 80 people on
board survived and those hurt
had relatively minor injuries,
the airport’s chief executive
said.
Snow blown by winds gusting to
40 mph (65 kph) swirled when
the flight from Minneapolis
carrying 76 passengers and four
crew attempted to land at
around 2:15 pm.
Communications between the
tower and pilot were normal on
approach and it’s not clear what
went so drastically wrong when
the plane touched down.
Peter Carlson, a passenger trav-
elling to Toronto for a para-
medics conference, said the
landing was “very forceful.”
“All the sudden everything just
kind of went sideways and then
next thing I know it’s kind of a
blink and I’m upside down still
strapped in,” he told CBC News.
Canadian authorities held two
brief news conferences but pro-
vided no details on the crash.
Video posted to social media
showed the aftermath with the

Mitsubishi CRJ-900LR over-
turned, the fuselage seemingly
intact and firefighters dousing
what was left of the fire as pas-
sengers climbed out and walked
across the tarmac.
“We are very grateful there was
no loss of life and relatively
minor injuries,” Deborah Flint,
CEO of Greater Toronto
Airports Authority, told
reporters.
Delta CEO Ed Bastian said in a
statement that “the hearts of the
entire global Delta family are
with those affected.”
Toronto Pearson Fire Chief
Todd Aitken said 18 passengers
were taken to the hospital.
Earlier in the day, Ornge air
ambulance said it was transport-
ing one pediatric patient to
Toronto’s SickKids hospital and
two injured adults to other hos-
pitals in the city.
Emergency personnel reached
the plane within a few minutes
and Aitken said the response
“went as planned.” He said “the
runway was dry and there was
no cross-wind conditions.”
The crash was the fourth major
aviation accident in North
America in the past three weeks.
A commercial jetliner and an

Army helicopter collided near
Reagan National Airport in
Washington, DC, on January 29,
killing 67 people.
A medical transportation plane
crashed in Philadelphia on
January 31, killing the six peo-
ple on board and another per-
son on the ground. And on
February 6, 10 people were
killed in a plane crash in Alaska.
The last major crash at Pearson
was on August 2, 2005, when an
Airbus A340 landing from Paris
skidded off the runway and
burst into flames amid stormy
weather. All 309 passengers
and crew aboard Air France
Flight 358 survived the crash.
On Monday, Pearson was expe-
riencing blowing snow and
winds of 32 mph (51 kph) gust-
ing to 40 mph (65 kph), accord-
ing to the Meteorological
Service of Canada. The temper-
ature was about 16.5 degrees
Fahrenheit (minus 8.6 degrees
Celsius). The Delta flight was
cleared to land at about 2:10 pm.
Audio recordings show the con-
trol tower warned the pilots of
a possible air flow “bump” on
the approach.
“It sounds to me like a controller
trying to be helpful, meaning

the wind is going to give you a
bumpy ride coming down, that
you’re going to be up and down
through the glide path,” said
John Cox, CEO of aviation
safety consulting firm Safety
Operating Systems in St.
Petersburg, Florida.
“So it was windy. But the air-
planes are designed and certified
to handle that,” Cox said. “The
pilots are trained and experi-
enced to handle that.”
The plane came to a rest at the
intersection of Runways 23 and
15L, not far from the start of the
runway. Just after the crash,
tower controllers spoke with the
crew of a medical helicopter that
had just left Pearson and was
returning to help.
“Just so you’re aware, there’s
people outside walking around
the aircraft there,” a controller
said.
“Yeah, we’ve got it. The aircraft
is upside down and burning,”
the medical helicopter pilot
responded.
Carlson was among those out-
side the aircraft. He said when
he took off his seat belt he
crashed onto the ceiling, which
had become the floor. He
smelled gas, saw aviation fuel

All 80 passengers aboard survive

A Delta Air Lines plane heading from Minneapolis to Toronto crashed at Toronto's Pearson Airport. PTI

cascading down the cabin win-
dows and knew he needed to get
out but said his fatherly intuition
and paramedic skills kicked in.
He looked for those he could
help.
Carlson and another man assist-
ed a mother and her young son
out of the plane and then
Carlson dropped onto the tar-
mac. Snow was blowing and it
“felt like I was stepping onto
tundra.”
“I didn’t care how cold it was,
didn’t care how far I had to walk,
how long I had to stand — all
of us just wanted to be out of the

aircraft,” he said.
Cox, who flew for US Air for

25 years and has worked on US
National Transportation Safety
Board investigations, said the
CRJ-900 aircraft is a proven air-
craft that’s been in service for
decades and does a good job of
handling inclement weather.
He said it’s unusual for a plane
to end up on its roof.
“We’ve seen a couple of cases of
takeoffs where airplanes have
ended up inverted, but it’s pret-
ty rare,” Cox said.
Among the questions that need
to be answered, Cox said, is why

the crashed plane was missing
its right wing.
“If one wing is missing, it’s going
to have a tendency to roll over,”
he said. “Those are going to be
central questions as to what
happened to the wing and the
flight data recorder and cockpit
voice recorder. They will be
found, if not today, tomorrow,
and the Transportation Safety
Board of Canada will read them
out and they will have a very
good understanding of what
actually occurred here.”
The US Federal Aviation
Administration said in a state-

ment that the Transportation
Safety Board of Canada would
head up the investigation and
provide any updates. The NTSB
in the US said it was sending a
team to assist in the Canadian
investigation.
Endeavor Air, based in
Minneapolis, is a subsidiary of
Delta Air Lines and the world’s
largest operator of CRJ-900 air-
craft. The airline operates 130
regional jets on 700 daily flights
to over 126 cities in the US,
Canada and the Caribbean,
according to the company’s
website.

Hamas says it will free 6 Israeli hostages
on Saturday, four bodies before then
PTI n CAIRO

Atop Hamas leader says the
militant group will release

six living Israeli hostages on
Saturday and the bodies of
four hostages on Thursday,
including the remains of the
Bibas family that has become
symbols of Israeli suffering in
the war.
The fate of Shiri Bibas and her
two young sons, Ariel and
Kfir, reflected the feeling of
helplessness as dozens of
hostages remain in Gaza after
Hamas’ October 7, 2023, attack.
Israel has said it is extremely
concerned about their condi-
tion but has not confirmed
their deaths.
Hamas leader Khalil al-Hayya,
in prerecorded remarks on
Tuesday, did not elaborate
beyond saying that the “Bibas
family” would be included in
the handover of four bodies.
The six to be released on

Saturday are the last living
hostages to be freed under the
first phase of the ceasefire in
Gaza. Three hostages had been
expected to be freed on
Saturday. It was not clear why
Hamas changed the plan.
The warring sides have yet to
negotiate the second and more
difficult phase, in which Hamas
would release dozens more
hostages in exchange for a
lasting ceasefire and an Israeli
withdrawal.
The hostage releases have come
in exchange for hundreds of
Palestinian prisoners held by
Israel.
The ceasefire that began in
mid-January has paused the
deadliest fighting ever between
Israel and Hamas, surged aid
into devastated Gaza and
allowed hundreds of thousands
of Palestinians to return to their
homes as Israeli forces with-
drew from much of the terri-
tory.

Egypt developing plan to rebuild Gaza
PTI n CAIRO

Egypt is developing a plan to
rebuild Gaza without forc-

ing Palestinians out of the strip
in a counter to President
Donald Trump’s proposal to
depopulate the territory so the
US can take it over.
Egypt’s state-run Al-Ahram
newspaper said the proposal
calls for establishing “secure
areas” within Gaza where
Palestinians can live initially
while Egyptian and interna-
tional construction firms
remove and rehabilitate the
strip’s infrastructure.
Egyptian officials have been
discussing the plan with
European diplomats as well as
with Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
the UAE, according to two
Egyptian officials and Arab
and Western diplomats. They
are also discussing ways to
fund the reconstruction,
including an international con-
ference on Gaza reconstruc-
tion, said one of the Egyptian
officials and an Arab diplomat.
The officials and diplomats

spoke on condition of
anonymity because the propos-
al is still being negotiated.
The proposal comes after an
international uproar over
Trump’s call for the removal of
Gaza’s population of some two
million Palestinians. Trump
said the US would take over the
Gaza Strip and rebuild it into
a “Riviera of the Middle East”,
though Palestinians would not
be allowed back.
Palestinians have widely said
they will not leave their home-
land, while Egypt, Jordan —
backed by Saudi Arabia —
have refused Trump’s calls for
them to take in Gaza’s popula-
tion. Rights groups have wide-
ly said the plan amounts to
forced expulsion, a potential
war crime. European coun-
tries have also largely
denounced Trump’s plan.
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
praised the idea and says Israel
is preparing to implement it.
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, who was in Saudi Arabia

on Monday in a tour of the
region, has said the US was up
to hearing alternative propos-
als. 
Egypt’s Al-Ahram newspaper
said the proposal is designed to
“refute American President
Trump’s logic” and counter
“any other visions or plans
that aim to change the geo-
graphic and demographic
structure of Gaza Strip”.
Gaza is nearing a critical junc-
ture with the first phase of a
ceasefire due to run out in early
March. Israel and Hamas must
still negotiate a second phase
meant to bring a release of all
remaining hostages held by
the militants, a full Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza and a long-
term halt to the war.
Any reconstruction plan will be
impossible to implement with-
out a deal on the second phase,
including an agreement on
who will govern Gaza in the
long term. 
Israel demands the elimination
of Hamas as a political or mil-
itary force in the territory, and

international donors are
unlikely to contribute to any
rebuilding if Hamas is in
charge.
Central in Egypt’s proposal is
the establishment of a
Palestinian administration that
is not aligned with either
Hamas or the Palestinian
Authority to run the strip and
oversee the reconstruction
efforts, according to the two
Egyptian officials involved in
the efforts.
It also calls for a Palestinian
police force mainly made up of
former Palestinian Authority
policemen who remained in
Gaza after Hamas took over the
enclave in 2007, with rein-
forcement from Egyptian- and
Western-trained forces.
Asked about the possibility of
deploying an Arab force in
Gaza, one Egyptian official
and the Arab diplomat said
Arab countries would only
agree if there were a “clear path”
for the establishment of an
independent Palestinian state.
Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu has
rejected any Palestinian state as
well as any role for Hamas or
the Western-backed Palestinian
Authority in governing Gaza,
though he has not put forward
any clear alternative.
Hamas has said it is willing to
give up power in Gaza. Hamas
spokesman Abdul Latif al-
Qanou told AP on Sunday
that the group has accepted
either a Palestinian unity gov-
ernment without Hamas’ par-
ticipation or a committee of
technocrats to run the territo-
ry. The Palestinian Authority,
which governs pockets of the
West Bank, has so far opposed
any plans for Gaza that exclude
it.
The Western diplomat said
France and Germany have
backed the idea of Arab coun-
tries developing a counterpro-
posal to Trump’s plan, and
that Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah el-Sissi discussed his
government’s efforts with the
French president in a phone
call earlier this month.

Elon Musk’s DOGE seeks access to taxpayer data at IRS
PTI n WASHINGTON

Elon Musk’s Department of
Government Efficiency is seeking

access to troves of sensitive taxpayer
data at the IRS, two people familiar with
the inner workings of the plan who were
not authorised to discuss the matter
publicly told AP on Monday. 
If successful, Musk and his group
would have access to millions of tight-
ly controlled files that include taxpay-
er information, bank records and other
sensitive records. The people who
spoke to the AP and requested
anonymity said DOGE is specifically
seeking to access the IRS’ Integrated
Data Retrieval System, which enables
employees “to have instantaneous visu-
al access to certain taxpayer accounts”,
according to the IRS website.
Advocates fear that the potential unlaw-
ful release of taxpayer records could be
used to maliciously target Americans,

violate their privacy and create other
ramifications. 
Harrison Fields, a White House
spokesman, said in an emailed state-
ment that “waste, fraud, and abuse have
been deeply entrenched in our broken
system for far too long. It takes direct
access to the system to identify and fix
it”.
“DOGE will continue to shine a light on
the fraud they uncover as the American
people deserve to know what their gov-
ernment has been spending their hard-
earned tax dollars on,” he said. 
Democratic lawmakers are trying to
fight against DOGE plans to access IRS
data. Senators Ron Wyden, D-Ore,
and Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass, sent a
letter to acting IRS Commissioner
Douglas O’Donnell, demanding copies
of any memos that would grant IRS sys-
tem access to Musk or DOGE. The sen-
ators are also seeking justifications for
DOGE efforts to inspect tax returns and

private bank records. 
Along with fears that DOGE access to
taxpayer data may not be legal, “we are
also extremely concerned that DOGE
personnel meddling with IRS systems
in the middle of tax filing season
could, inadvertently or otherwise, cause
breakdowns that may delay the issuance
of tax refunds indefinitely”, the letter
reads. 
“Any delay in refunds could be finan-
cially devastating to millions of
Americans who plan their budgets
around timely refunds every spring.”
January 27 was the official start date of
the 2025 tax season, and the IRS
expects more than 140 million tax
returns to be filed by the April 15 dead-
line. 
The Washington Post on Sunday first
reported on DOGE’s plans to access tax-
payer data. 
The news comes as the IRS plans to lay
off thousands of probationary workers

in the middle of tax season, according
to two sources familiar with the agency’s
plans who were unauthorised to discuss
them publicly. Cuts could happen as
soon as this week. 
Previously, IRS employees involved in
the 2025 tax season were told they will
not be allowed to accept a buyout offer
from the Trump administration until
after the taxpayer filing deadline,
according to a letter sent recently to IRS
employees.
Additionally, attorneys general from 14
states challenged the authority of DOGE
to access sensitive government data
housed at Treasury and exercise “virtu-
ally unchecked power” in a lawsuit.
The lawsuit, filed in federal court in
Washington, says the actions taken by
Musk at the helm of DOGE can only be
taken by a nominated and Senate-con-
firmed official. It cites constitutional
provisions that delineate the powers of
Congress and the president.

People take part in the ‘No Kings Day’ protest on Presidents Day in Washington, in support of federal workers and against
recent actions by President Donald Trump and Elon Musk, by the Capitol in Washington. The protest was organised by the
50501 Movement, which stands for 50 Protests 50 States 1 Movement. PTI

Villagers in southern 
Lebanon prepare 
to return home 
PTI n DEIR MIMAS (LEBANON)

Israeli forces withdrew from
border villages in southern

Lebanon on Tuesday, under a
deadline spelled out in a US-bro-
kered ceasefire agreement that
ended the latest Israel-Hezbollah
war. Lebanese soldiers moved
into the areas from where the
Israeli troops pulled out and
began clearing roadblocks set up
by Israeli forces and checking for
unexploded ordnance. They
blocked the main road leading to
the villages, preventing anyone
from entering while the military
was looking for any explosives left
behind.
Most of the villages waited by the
roadside for permission to go and
check on their homes.
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Costa Rica agrees to accept Indian
migrants deported from US
PTI n SAN JOSE

Costa Rica has agreed to
serve as a “bridge” to

repatriate illegal immigrants
in the US, including from
India and Central  Asia,
according to an official release
on Tuesday.
The f irst  group of 200
migrants will arrive at the Juan
Santamaria International
Airport on a commercial
flight on Wednesday, accord-

ing to a statement by Costa
Rican President Rodrigo
Chaves Robles’ office.
“The Government of Costa
Rica agreed to collaborate
with the United States in the
repatriation of 200 illegal
immigrants to their country.
These are people originating
from countries in central Asia
and India,” said the state-
ment. The release did not say
how many of them are from
India. “Costa Rica will serve as

a bridge for them to reach
their countries of origin,” it
said. These immigrants will be
transferred to a temporary
migrant care facility in the
Central American nation
before repatriation to their
countries of origin.
The US-funded repatriation is
being supervised by the
International Organisation for
Migration (IOM), which will
oversee the migrants’ care
during their stay in the coun-

try, according to the state-
ment. This comes days after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the US, where
he met President Donald
Trump to discuss key bilater-
al issues, including immigra-
tion. Three batches compris-
ing a total of 332 Indians have
already been sent back to
India amid an intensified
crackdown by the Trump
administration against illegal
immigrants.

Chinese navy helicopter flies too
close to Philippine patrol plane
PTI n OVER THE SCARBOR-
OUGH SHOAL (SOUTH CHINA
SEA)

AChinese navy helicopter
flew within 10 feet (3

metres) of a Philippine patrol
plane on Tuesday in a disput-
ed area of the the South China
Sea, as the Filipino pilot warned
by radio: “You are flying too
close, you are very dangerous.”
The helicopter was attempting
to force a Cessna Caravan
turbo-prop plane belonging to
the Philippine Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources out of what China
claims is its airspace over the
hotly disputed Scarborough
Shoal off the northwestern
Philippines.
An Associated Press journalist
and other invited foreign media
representatives on the plane
witnessed the tense 30-minute
standoff as the Philippine plane
pressed on with its low-altitude
patrol around Scarborough
with the Chinese navy heli-
copter hovering close above it
or flying to its left in cloudy
weather.
“You are flying too close, you
are very dangerous and endan-
gering the lives of our crew and

passengers,” the Philippine pilot
told the Chinese navy heli-
copter by radio at one point.
“Keep away and distance your
aircraft from us, you are violat-
ing the safety standard set by
FAA and ICAO.”
The pilot was referring to the
standard distance between air-
craft required by the US
Federal Aviation
Administration and the
International Civil Aviation
Organisation to prevent air
disasters.
The Philippine Coast Guard
and the Bureau of Fisheries said
in a statement that they remain
“committed to asserting our
sovereignty, sovereign rights
and maritime jurisdiction in
the West Philippine Sea, despite
the aggressive and escalatory
actions of China.”
They referred to the Philippine
name for the stretch of waters
in the South China Sea closer
to the Philippines’ western
coast.
Chinese officials did not imme-
diately comment on the inci-
dent, but in past encounters
they have steadfastly asserted
China’s sovereign rights over
the Scarborough and sur-

rounding waters and warned
that its forces would protect the
country’s territorial interests at
all costs.
Tuesday’s encounter, which is
expected to be protested by the
Philippine government, is the
latest flashpoint in a decades-
long territorial standoff in one
of the world’s busiest trade
routes, which involves China,
the Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan .
Confrontations on the high
seas have spiked between
Chinese and Philippine coast
guards in the last two years at
Scarborough, a traditional fish-
ing area, and the Second
Thomas Shoal, where a
grounded Philippine navy ship
has served as a territorial out-
post since 1999 but has since
been closely watched by
Chinese coast guard, navy and
suspected militia ships.
China deployed its coast guard,
navy and suspected militia
ships around Scarborough after
a tense standoff with Philippine
ships in 2012.
The following year, the
Philippines brought its dis-
putes with China to interna-
tional arbitration. 

Rajapaksa’s 
son indicted
PTI n COLOMBO

Namal Rajapaksa, the eldest
son of former president

and prime minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, was on Tuesday
indicted and released on bail by
the High Court here for an
alleged misappropriation out of
an Indian investment prior to
2015.
Leader of the Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP),
Namal Rajapaksa is the only
member of the Rajapaksa fam-
ily now a serving member of
parliament.
The Rajapaksas say they are
being targeted on a political
witch hunt.
The case is to be next heard on
March 27.
Namal Rajapaksa was arrest-
ed in June 2016 for allegedly
misusing Sri Lankan Rupees
70 million from the Krrish
Hotel project to develop the
game of rugby in the island
nation. He had been a Sri
Lanka international rugby
player.

Senior Afghan Taliban officials
in Japan for talks
PTI n TOKYO

Japanese officials said senior
Afghan Taliban officials were

in Japan for talks, as part of
Tokyo’s efforts to help
Afghanistan build a more
inclusive political system and
protect human rights.
It’s their first known diplomat-
ic trip outside the Central
Asia-Middle East region since
the Taliban seized control of
Afghanistan in 2021.
The unidentified Taliban senior
officials were invited by grant-
making organization Nippon
Zaidan and were also set to talk
with Japanese Foreign Ministry
officials, Chief Cabinet

Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi
told reporters Monday.
The Taliban officials were invit-
ed to help them better under-
stand the need “to have a broad
perspective toward their future
nation building and to widely
accept humanitarian assistance
from the international commu-
nity for vulnerable people,
Nippon Zaidan said in a state-
ment. It declined to give details
of the visitors and their sched-
ule. Japan does not formally
recognize the Taliban as
Afghanistan’s official govern-
ment.
Hayashi noted the visit was ini-
tiated by a private organization
but complements the Japanese

government’s effort to work
with the international commu-
nity to call on the Taliban to
make policy changes that pro-
tect human rights.
Restrictions the Taliban impose
on women and girls are a
major hurdle to the Taliban
being recognised as the official
government of Afghanistan.
The trip was initially revealed
by Latif Nazari, the Taliban’s
deputy economy minister, who
posted on the X platform that
“a high-level delegation” was
heading to Japan and that the
Taliban seek dignified engage-
ment with the world as an
active member of the interna-
tional community. 

Iran accuses detained
British couple of spying
PTI n TEHRAN

Iranian authorities have
accused a British couple

detained in the country since
January of spying, state media
reported Tuesday.
Mizanonline.ir, a news website
affiliated with the country’s judi-
ciary, cited Asghar Jahangir, a
spokesman for the judiciary as
saying that the Revolutionary
Guard’s intelligence forces incar-
cerated the couple, a man and a
woman, while in the southern

city of Kerman at the time.
They are accused of spying and
having links to intelligence agen-
cies of “hostile countries” and
collecting information from sev-
eral Iranian provinces, accord-
ing to Jahangir who didn’t pro-
vide further details. The report
didn’t name the couple, howev-
er, a family statement released
Saturday through the UK
Foreign Office identified them
as Craig and Lindsay Foreman,
saying their situation was dis-
tressing and causing “significant

concern.” The two were report-
edly travelling around the world
on motorbikes when they were
detained in January. British
media, citing social media posts,
reported that they had crossed
into Iran from Armenia on
December 30 and were planning
to enter Pakistan next. The
British ambassador to Iran,
Hugo Shorter, met the two in
Kerman on Wednesday in the
presence of officials from Iran’s
justice department and the gov-
ernor’s office.

4 paramilitary 
personnel killed 
in Pak; convoy 
attack toll rises
PTI n PESHAWAR

Four paramilitary personnel
were killed and five others

injured when unknown mili-
tants attacked their squad in
Pakistan’s violence-hit Kurram,
where an aid convoy was also
targeted.
According to security officials,
the militants ambushed the
paramilitary Kurram Militia
squad in Lower Kurram’s Ochit
area late on Monday, where an
aid convoy carrying essential
supplies was ambushed earlier
in the day.
The injured and dead were
shifted to a hospital, where the
condition of one injured was
stated to be critical. The mili-
tary, which typically issues
statements in such situations,
has yet to comment. The attack
on the aid convoy in sectarian
violence-hit Kurram district in
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province killed a truck driver
and injured 15 others. Late last
night, another injured suc-
cumbed to injuries, taking the
toll to two, according to officials. 
The convoy, which was travel-
ling from Thall to Kurram, was
attacked at multiple locations
along the route, prompting
officials to turn the convoy of
64 vehicles back to Hangu as a
precautionary measure.
It is the latest in a series of vio-
lent incidents in Kurram,
which has been a hotbed of vio-
lence for decades, with deep-
seated tribal and sectarian con-
flicts often resulting in blood-
shed and prolonged blockades.
The latest wave of violence
erupted in November 2023,
when two police-escorted con-
voys were ambushed, killing at
least 40 people. 
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Tesla starts recruitment in India
PTI n NEW DELHI

American electric carmaker
Tesla has opened

recruitments for various roles
in India, including business
operations analyst and
customer support specialist, in
what could be a precursor for
the company's entry into the
country.
As per the job postings on the
company's website, the posts
are for the 'Mumbai Suburban'
area.
These roles include service
advisor, parts advisor, service
technician, service manager,
sales and customer support,
store manager, sales and
customer support, business
operations analyst, customer
support supervisor, customer
support specialist, delivery
operations specialist, order
operations specialist, inside
sales advisor, and consumer
engagement manager.
A mailed query to confirm if
the recruitments are part of
the company's plans to enter
the Indian market and the
possible timeline for starting
sales in India remained

unanswered.
The hiring by Tesla in India
comes close after the recent
meeting of company founder
and American tech billionaire
Elon Musk with India's Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

during the latter's recent
United States (US) visit.
Tesla's possible entry into the
Indian market has been keenly
awaited. Last April, company
founder and American tech
billionaire Elon Musk had

postponed his proposed visit
to India at the last minute
citing "very heavy Tesla
obligations" but the proposed
visit had raised expectations of
Musk announcing plans for
the way forward for selling

Tesla electric cars in India at
the earliest. His planned visit
to India came weeks after the
government announced a new
electric vehicle policy under
which import duty
concessions will be given to
companies setting up
manufacturing units in the
country with a minimum
investment of $500 Million, a
move aimed at attracting
major global players like Tesla.
An advisor representing Tesla
- The Asia Group (TAG) had
even attended a stakeholders'
meeting on the new EV policy
along with those from
Vietnam's EV maker VinFast
and all the major
manufacturers in India,
including Maruti Suzuki,
Hyundai, Tata, Mahindra, Kia,
Skoda Auto Volkswagen India,
Renault, Mercedes-Benz,
BMW and Audi.
Musk had said in 2022 that
Tesla, which was earlier
seeking a reduction in import
duties to sell its vehicles in
India, would not manufacture
its products unless it is allowed
to first sell and service its cars
in the country.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a meeting with SpaceX CEO Elon Musk at the Blair House, in Washington PTI

Economy expected to grow
6.4 per cent in Q3: ICRA 
PTI n NEW DELHI

The  Investment
Information and Credit

Rating Agency  (ICRA) on
Tuesday projected India's
GDP to grow 6.4 per cent in
the December quarter on
account of enhanced
government spending amid
uneven consumption.
The Indian economy grew at
6.7 per cent in April-June, but
it slowed to a seven-quarter
low of 5.4 per cent in
September quarter on
sluggish government capital
expenditure due to general
elections and weak
consumption demand.
ICRA Chief Economist Aditi
Nayar said India's economic
performance in Q3 FY2025
benefitted from a sharp ramp-
up in aggregate government
spending (Centre and state)
on capital and revenue
expenditure, high growth in
services exports, a
turnaround in merchandise
exports, healthy output of

major kharif crops etc, which
would have buffered rural
sentiment.
Some consumer-focussed
sectors saw a pick-up during
the festive season, even as
urban consumer sentiment
dipped slightly, and other
sectors such as mining and
electricity saw an
improvement after weather-
related challenges in the
previous quarter.
"Overall, while we expect the
pace of GDP and the GVA
expansion to rise in Q3
FY2025 relative to the seven-
quarter low prints for the
previous quarter, marking an
upturn, the performance may
remain inferior to the NSO's
initial estimates for Q1
FY2025," Nayar said.
The National Statistical Office
(NSO) will release the
October- December growth
estimates on February 28. 
It will also release the second
advance estimates of GDP for
the current fiscal.
In the first advance estimates

released in January, NSO
projected GDP growth at a
four-year low pace of 6.4 per
cent in the current fiscal. The
RBI expects growth to be 6.6
per cent.
ICRA has projected the
economy to grow at 6.4 per
cent in Q3 from 5.4 per cent
in Q2, benefitting from
enhanced government
spending amid uneven
consumption, it said in a
statement. India's investment
activity improved in Q3, as
reflected in the uptick in the
YoY growth in several
investment-related indicators
vis-a-vis Q2, the rating
agency said. This includes
capital and infrastructure
goods' output, cement
production, engineering
goods' exports, and capital
spending of the Centre and
state governments. The YoY
expansion in the
government's capex surged to
a six-quarter high of 47.7 per
cent in Q3 from 10.3 per cent
in the previous quarter.

Reliance Group enters renewable energy manufacturing 
PTI n NEW DELHI

Reliance Infrastructure
(RInfra) is entering into

the renewable energy (RE)
equipment manufacturing
space to increase its business
portfolio, industry sources
said.
The Reliance Group
company has already
appointed Ivan Saha as Chief
Executive Officer (CEO),
Renewable Manufacturing,
and Mushtaque Hussain as
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO), Battery
Manufacturing, they said.
"RInfra is making strategic
entry into the renewable
energy manufacturing
industry," sources said.
The company would set up
an integrated solar
manufacturing unit with the
objective to boost the
production of solar panels
and components in India,
promoting self-sufficiency
in clean energy.
Solar manufacturing will be
led by Saha, who comes with
over 30 years of experience
in semiconductors and solar
technology and device
design. 
He has served organisations
like Vikram Solar and

ReNew Power.
Its integrated battery
manufacturing unit will
focus on developing
advanced energy storage
solutions for grid
applications and electric
mobility.
Hussain, who would lead
this business, brings over 25
years of expertise in the
automotive, renewable
energy, consumer
electronics, and power tools
sectors. 
He has held key leadership
roles in major organisations
such as Reliance Industries
Ltd (RIL) and Tesla.
Rlnfra is an infrastructure
player that operates in the
business of metro rails, toll
roads and power
distribution. 
With the company's entry
into solar equipment and
battery manufacturing
business, the Reliance
Group aims to cover the
entire spectrum of
renewable energy value
chain, enabling the group to
offer end-to-end solutions -
from renewable energy
equipment manufacturing to
solar power generation.
This move complements the
efforts of Reliance Power,

focused on renewable
energy generation, further
strengthening the group's
overall presence in the
sector.
Reliance Power, another
Reliance Group company,
had already announced
expansion plans in
renewable energy generation
space. 
Its subsidiary Reliance NU
Energies Private Limited
appointed Mayank Bansal as
CEO and Rakesh Swaroop as
COO
Another Reliance Power
subsidiary Reliance Nu
Suntech Private Ltd recently
secured a 930 Mw solar
energy project with a battery
energy storage system
(BESS) from the Solar
Energy Corporation Of
India (SECI) through an e-
reverse auction. 
The project, which is the
largest single-location
integrated solar power and
BESS Project in Asia,
includes a minimum storage
capacity of 465 MW/1,860
Mwh, charged by solar
power.
The company is also
developing 1,270 MW of
renewable energy projects in
Bhutan.

PTInMUMBAI

The IPO-bound NSE's
valuation jumped 201 per

cent in 2024 to ̀ 4.7 Lakh Crore,
a report said on Tuesday.
The largest India equity bourse,
which is reported to have
restarted its listing process by
applying for a no-objection
from markets regulator,
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI), is already the
10th-most valuable private
company in the country, as per
the 2024 Burgundy Private
Hurun India 500 list of listed as
well as unlisted companies.
The valuation was pegged at
`3.12 Lakh Crore, as per a
September 2024 report.
Another media report said the
company, which also runs the
world's largest derivatives
exchange, aims to sell 10 per
cent of holding in the IPO.
The overall revenues jumped 28
per cent to `16,352 Crore in
FY24, and the post-tax profit
surged 51 per cent to `8,306
Crore. The stock bourse had
moved on the listing plans after
getting some clarity on
allegations of not allowing

equitable access to its members.
Hurun said it has travelled
across the country and spoken
with industry experts,
journalists, bankers and
accessed publicly available data
sources while arriving at the
valuation for private or unlisted
companies.
The list of companies is led by
Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance
Industries with a `17.5 Lakh
Crore valuation, while Tata
Consultancy Services came
second at `16.1 Lakh Crore
with a 30 per cent growth.
Billionaire Gautam Adani's
flagship Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone was
valued at `2,73,530 Crore as on
December 13, which was used
as the cut-off date for the list.
The Adani Group, which
includes nine listed companies,
was valued at `13.40 Lakh
Crore, while the Ambani-led
Reliance Group's overall
valuation was pegged at `19.71
Lakh Crore.
The salt-to-software Tata Sons
led among the industrial groups
in valuation, with a 37 per cent
jump in valuation to Rs 32.27
Lakh Crore.

India, US aim for $500 Billion
trade in 6-8 months: Goyal
PTIn NEW DELHI

India and the United States
(US) are committed to

increasing bilateral trade to
$500 Billion and negotiating a
"strong" trade agreement within
the next six-eight months,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Tuesday.
During the recent visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
Washington, India and the US
announced to more than
double the two-way commerce
to $500 Billion by 2030 and
negotiate the first tranche of a
mutually beneficial, multi-
sector bilateral trade agreement
(BTA) by fall of 2025.
Goyal said once his US
counterpart takes charge, both
countries will discuss the
contours of the pact.
"In the next six-eight months,
by establishing a strong trade
agreement, we are committed
to increasing trade to $500
Billion," Goyal said on the
sidelines of CII's India-Qatar
Business Forum meet.
He added businesses of both the
countries are excited about the

agreement.
When asked if the pact would
have chapters related to goods,
services and investments, he
said, "My counterpart has not
yet confirmed in the US. After
the (confirmation), we will do
talks and then only we can
decide the way forward".
Normally in a free trade
agreement, two trading
partners either eliminate or
significantly reduce customs
duties on the maximum
number of goods traded

between them. Besides, they
ease norms to promote trade in
services and boost investments.
During the first term of US
President Donald Trump, the
two countries had discussed a
mini-trade deal, but it was
shelved by the Joe Biden
administration as they were not
in favour of such pacts.
In 2023, the US and India
bilateral trade in goods and
services stood at $190.08 Billion
($123.89 Billion in goods and
$66.19 Billion in services trade). 

IPO-bound NSE's valuation
jumps 200 per cent 

India's Defence industry poised for massive expansion
PNS n NEW DELHI

The defence industry in
India is at the "cusp of a

massive expansion", Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh has said even as he
suggested that public-private-
partnership would be
"critical" in making the
country a hub for advanced
manufacturing in the sector.
In his address at a defence
conclave here late Monday
evening, he also said the
intention of the government
is to build a "technologically
advanced" and "combat-ready
force" that can effectively
address the "complexities of
modern warfare".
The event was hosted by Axis
Bank to bring together
different stakeholders,
including government
officials, industry members,
financial institutions, among
others under one roof.
Singh said the conclave
fosters collaboration among
different stakeholders from

the defence industry
ecosystem, including those
who would finance them.
Creating a unified platform
for discussions on
'Atmanirbhar Bharat',
empowering the defence
ecosystem is a "critical issue"
right now, he added.
"It is an ongoing effort which
we sort of need to continue to
focus on. It is also in line with
our priorities of modernising
and reforming the defence
ecosystem in our quest for
'Atmanirbharta' or strategic
self-reliance," the defence
secretary said.
He recalled that Ministry of
Defence recently declared
2025 as the "year of reforms",
saying the objective is to
make systems and procedures
more efficient, streamlined in
order to deliver timely
outcomes.
"The intention is to build a
technologically advanced and
combat-ready force that can
effectively address the
complexities of modern

warfare," he said.
In his address, Singh
emphasised about working
together with different
stakeholders to create a
robust defence ecosystem.
Relaxation in the FDI policies
and industrial licensing
procedures are other
elements that will propel the
growth in the Indian
domestic defence industry, he
said.
"Our exports have increased
to `21,000 Crore, almost a 30
times jump in the last ten
years. It is very obvious that
the defence industry in India
is at the cusp of a massive
expansion," the defence
secretary said.
The current industrial
ecosystem of India, which
comprises various defence
PSUs, licensed companies
and MSMEs are the "pillars of
this expanding industrial
base", he added.
"Our focus has to be on
reducing industry barriers for
new players and new

technologies. So that our
defence industrial ecosystem
becomes adaptive, agile, and
capable of responding quickly
to the changing nature of
warfare, as we have seen in
recent geopolitical conflicts,"
he said. Citing the defence
budget figures, Singh said, it
was `6.21 Lakh Crore that
will go up by 9.5 per cent to
6.81 Lakh Crore in 2025-26.
And we should be spending
over the next decade,
something between $20-25
Billion, perhaps even USD 30
billion per annum, "as per our
modernisation initiatives", he
added.
Earlier in his address, the top
official in the ministry
underlined that an industrial
ecosystem is being
envisioned where
"incumbency advantage
would not prevail over the
ability of start-ups of agile
private sector entrepreneurs,"
to bring into the ecosystem
and to bring in disruptive
technologies.

Rupee falls eight paise against USD 
PTInMUMBAI

Rupee depreciated eight
paise to close at 86.96

(provisional) against US
dollar weighed down by
sustained foreign fund
outflows and an uptick in the
US Dollar index.
Forex traders said there is a
negative bias for the USD and
INR pair as foreign investors
continue to sell domestic
equities and the RBI support
is tapering off slowly.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
86.94 and touched the high of
86.91 against the greenback
during intraday. It also
touched the low of 86.98
before ending the session at
86.96 (provisional) against
the dollar, logging a loss of 8
paise from its previous close.
On Monday, the rupee
depreciated 17 paise to close
at 86.88 against the US dollar.
Traders said disappointing
trade deficit data from the
domestic markets too

pressurised the rupee.
India's exports declined for
the third month in a row in
January, falling by 2.38 per
cent year-on-year to $36.43
Billion, while the trade deficit
widened to $22.99 Billion in
the month.
Imports rose by 10.28 per
cent year-on-year to $59.42
Billion in January due to an
increase in gold shipments,
according to the Commerce
Ministry data.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of
six currencies, was at 106.95,
higher by 0.35 per cent.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, was quoted 0.77
per cent higher at $75.80 per
barrel in futures trade.
In the domestic equity
market, the 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 29.47 points,
or 0.04 per cent, to settle at
75,967.39, while the Nifty fell
14.20 points, or 0.06 per cent,
to 22,945.30 points.
Foreign Institutional

Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth `3,937.83
Crore in the capital markets
on net basis on Monday,
according to exchange data.
"We expect the rupee to trade
with negative bias amid weak
domestic equities and a
recovery in the US dollar. FII
outflows may also weigh on
the rupee. However, any
further intervention by the
RBI may support the rupee at
lower levels.
"Traders may take cues from
speeches by the Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
members," Choudhary said,
adding that "the USD-INR
spot price is expected to trade
in a range of 86.75 to 87.20."
On the global front, Chinese
President Xi Jinping on
Monday asked business leaders
to unleash their talents in a rare
meeting with billionaires
including Jack Ma, founder of
e-commerce giant Alibaba, in a
bid to shore up sagging business
confidence and reverse
economic slowdown.

NTPC pays
interim
dividend of
`2,424 Crore 
PTI n NEW DELHI

State-owned NTPC on
Tuesday said it has paid an

additional `2,424 Crore of
interim dividend to its
shareholders in the financial
year ending March 2025.
This is in addition to the first
interim dividend of `2,424
Crore paid in November
2024, NTPC said in a
statement.
The `2,424 Crore dividend
paid on February 18 is 25 per
cent of the paid-up equity
share capital of the company.
The total dividend paid by the
company during the ongoing
fiscal has reached `8,000
Crore, which includes the
final dividend of `3,152 Crore
for the financial year 2023-24
paid in September 2024.

Markets end slightly lower as foreign fund outflow persists 
PTI n MUMBAI

Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty ended

marginally lower on Tuesday
as uninterrupted foreign fund
outflows and lower-than-
expected corporate earnings
continued to hit investors'
sentiment.
After a day's breather, the 30-
share BSE benchmark Sensex
ended 29.47 points or 0.04 per
cent lower at 75,967.39. Intra-
day, it dropped 465.85 points
or 0.61 per cent to 75,531.01.
The NSE Nifty dipped 14.20
points or 0.06 per cent to settle
at 22,945.30.
"On Tuesday, the Indian blue-
chip equity indices, Sensex
and Nifty-50, closed with a
slight decline, primarily due to
a slowdown in earnings and
concerns over ongoing foreign
selling, which affected market

sentiment," Ameya Ranadive,
Chartered Market Technician,
CFTe, Sr Technical Analyst,
StoxBox, said.
From the Sensex pack,
IndusInd Bank, Mahindra &
Mahindra, UltraTech Cement,
Hindustan Unilever, Sun
Pharma, Tata Consultancy
Services, ITC and Asian
Paints were among the biggest
laggards.
NTPC, Zomato, Tech
Mahindra, Power Grid, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and HCL
Tech were among the gainers.
The BSE smallcap gauge
dropped 1.71 per cent and
midcap index declined 0.19
per cent.
Among BSE sectoral indices,
industrials dropped 1.51 per
cent, consumer durables (1.19
per cent), telecommunication
(1.06 per cent), capital goods
(0.91 per cent), auto (0.65 per

cent) and consumer
discretionary (0.55 per cent).
BSE utilities climbed 1.03 per
cent, BSE Focused IT (0.86
per cent), oil and gas (0.70 per
cent) and energy (0.38 per
cent).
As many as 2,918 stocks
declined while 1,032 advanced
and 114 remained unchanged
on the BSE.
"The domestic market has
experienced both profit-
booking and bottom-fishing
amid persistent concerns over
FII outflows and pressure on
the INR. Small and midcap
stocks continue to lag due to
apprehensions about
premium valuations.
Meanwhile, India's trade
deficit has widened beyond
expectations, driven by rising
imports due to depreciating
domestic currency and
surging commodity prices,"

Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Financial Services, said.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities
worth `3,937.83 Crore on
Monday, according to
exchange data.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo and Hong Kong settled
in the positive territory while
Shanghai ended lower.
European markets were
quoting mostly lower.
US markets were closed on
Monday in observance of
'President's Day'.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.73 per cent to
$75.77 a barrel.
The Sensex climbed 57.65
points or 0.08 per cent to settle
at 75,996.86 on Monday,
ending an eight-day losing
run. The Nifty rebounded
30.25 points or 0.13 per cent
to 22,959.50.

Unemployment rate dips to 6.4 per cent
PTI n NEW DELHI

The unemployment rate for
people aged 15 years and

above in urban areas dipped
to 6.4 per cent in the
October-December quarter,
according to the National
Sample Survey Survey
(NSSO).
Joblessness, or
unemployment rate, is
defined as the percentage of
unemployed people in the
labour force.
The unemployment rate in
the December quarter of
FY24 was 6.5 per cent.
However, the rate stayed flat
when compared sequentially.
In the preceding July-
September quarter of FY25,
the rate of unemployment for
people aged 15 years and
above in urban areas was at

the same level of 6.4 per cent,
the 25th Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) showed.
The unemployment rate
among females (aged 15 years
and above) in urban areas
declined to 8.1 per cent in
October-December 2024
from 8.6 per cent in the same
quarter a year ago. The rate
was 8.4 per cent in July-
September, 2024.
Among males, the
unemployment rate in urban
areas remained flat at 5.8 per
cent in October-December
2024 as compared to the rate
of the same quarter a year
ago. The rate was 5.7 per cent
in July-September, 2024.
Labour force participation
rate in Current Weekly Status
(CWS) in urban areas for
people aged 15 years and
above increased to 50.4 per

cent in October-December
from 49.9 per cent in the
same quarter a year ago. The
rate was 50.4 per cent in the
July-September 2024.
Labour force refers to the
part of the population, which
supplies or offers to supply
labour for pursuing
economic activities for the
production of goods and
services and, therefore,
includes both employed and
unemployed persons.
The NSSO had launched
PLFS in April 2017.
On the basis of PLFS, a
quarterly bulletin is brought
out giving estimates of labour
force indicators namely
unemployment rate, worker
population ratio (WPR),
labour force participation
rate (LFPR), distribution of
workers by broad status in

employment and industry of
work in CWS.
The estimates of unemployed
persons in CWS give an
average picture of
unemployment in a short
span of seven days during the
survey period.
In the CWS approach, a
person is considered
unemployed if he/she did not
work even for one hour on
any day during the week but
sought or was available for
work at least for one hour on
any day during the period.
Labour force, according to
CWS, is the number of
persons either employed or
unemployed on average in a
week preceding the date of
the survey. LFPR is defined as
the percentage of the
population in the labour
force.

Union Minister Piyush Goyal addresses during the India-Qatar Joint Business
Forum PTI



RANCHI | WEDNESDAY | FEBRUARY 19, 2025
sports 11

PTI n DOHA

Novak Djokovic says a
majority of tennis

players have lost faith in the
anti-doping authorities
following Jannik Sinner’s
three-month ban, and there’s
a widespread feeling that
“favoritism” is being shown
to the sport’s biggest stars. 
The 24-time major winner
called on the World Anti-
Doping Agency and the
International Tennis
Integrity Agency to overhaul
their processes for dealing
with doping cases “because
the system and the structure
obviously doesn’t work.” 
“Right now there is a lack of
trust generally from the
tennis players, both male and
female, toward WADA and
ITIA and the whole process,”
Djokovic said at the Qatar

Open. 
Top-ranked Sinner reached a
deal with WADA on
Saturday to accept a ban that
will have him back playing in
time for the French Open in
May without having to miss a
single Grand Slam
tournament. That came after
the International Tennis
Integrity Agency had
decided not to suspend
Sinner for what it judged was
accidental contamination by
a banned anabolic steroid
last March.
The short ban for Sinner
came after five-time Grand
Slam champion Iga Swiatek
accepted a one-month
suspension in November
after testing positive for a
banned substance that she
said was accidentally
consumed because of a
c o n t a m i n a t e d

nonprescription medication.
Both bans are much shorter
than what other athletes in
tennis and in other sports
have normally received in
similar cases. 
“It’s not a good image for our
sport, that’s for sure,”
Djokovic, the long-time No.
1 in men’s tennis, said. 
“There’s a majority of the
players that I’ve talked to in
the locker room, not just in
the last few days, but also last
few months, that are not
happy with the way this
whole process (for Sinner)
has been handled. 
“A majority of the players
don’t feel that it’s fair. A
majority of the players feel
like there is favoritism
happening. It appears that
you can almost affect the
outcome if you are a top
player, if you have access to

the top lawyers and whatnot.”
Sinner had been scheduled to
play in Qatar before
accepting the ban. 

The handling of Sinner’s case
had already raised questions
about double standards, and
when the ban was

announced it was widely
criticized by other players.
The positive tests weren’t
publicly revealed until

August because Sinner
successfully appealed against
being provisionally banned
from playing. He then won
the U.S. Open in September
and the Australian Open in
January.
Sinner’s explanation for the
positive test was that trace
amounts of Clostebol in his
doping sample was due to a
massage from a trainer who
used the substance after
cutting his own finger, which
WADA accepted.
Djokovic said he didn’t
question Sinner’s and
Swiatek’s innocence but that
he and other players are
frustrated about the
inconsistent handling of
doping cases. 
He pointed to the case of
former women’s No. 1
Simona Halep — who was
given a four-year ban by the

ITIA in 2022 after a positive
test before it was later
reduced to nine months —
and British player Tara
Moore, who was suspended
in May 2022 while an
investigation lasted 18
months before an
independent tribunal
determined that her positive
test for a banned substance
was caused by contaminated
meat.
“Right now it’s a ripe time for
us to really address the
system, because the system
and the structure obviously
doesn’t work, it’s obvious,”
Djokovic said. 
“So, I hope that in the ... Near
future that the governing
bodies are going to come
together of our tours and the
tennis ecosystem and try to
find a more effective way to
to deal with these processes.

PTI n DOHA

Top-seeded Carlos Alcaraz overcame
Croatian veteran Marin Cilic 6-4, 6-4 to

reach the round of 16 at the Qatar Open. 
The 36-year-old Cilic, the 2014 U.S. Open
champion who has fallen to No. 192 in the
rankings, was on Monday playing his first
match of the season after recovering from a
long-term knee injury. 
The Croatian led 4-3 and 0-40 on Alcaraz’s

serve in the second set, but the Spanish four-
time major winner managed to recover and
then broke in the next game. 
“I am just really happy that I stayed calm at
that moment, breathing, going through my
routines, making good points,” Alcaraz said.
“That’s why I was able to win in two sets.”
Alcaraz will play either Zhang Zhizhen of
China or Italy’s Luca Nardi next. 
Earlier, seventh-seeded Grigor Dimitrov lost
6-4, 6-4 to Jiri Lehecka.
Also on Monday, eighth-seeded Jack Draper
beat Alexei Popyrin 6-2, 7-6 (4) to set up a
meeting with another Australian, Christopher
O’Connell.
Several other top players will play their first
matches on Tuesday. 
Second-seeded Alex de Minaur will face
Roman Safiullin. Novak Djokovic, who had to
pull out of his Australian Open semifinal with
a hamstring injury, will take on Matteo
Berrettini.

PTI n BARCELONA

Barcelona returned to the
top of the Spanish league

on goal difference after Robert
Lewandowski’s first-half
penalty secured a 1-0 win over
Rayo Vallecano.
The Catalan club on Monday
took advantage of weekend
slip-ups by Real Madrid and
Atlético Madrid to move onto
51 points, the same as Madrid
and a point clear of Atlético.
Madrid drew 1-1 at Osasuna
on Saturday and Atletico was
held by the same score at
home by Celta Vigo.
Barcelona took the lead after
27 minutes when Pathe Ciss
brought down Íñigo Martínez
in the box, and a penalty was
awarded after a video review.
Lewandowski sent the keeper
the wrong way from the spot.
Both sides had chances to

score after that.
Augusto Batalla saved well
from Lamine Yamal, who was
playing the 100th game of his
career, while at the other end
Jorge De Frutos had the ball in
the net for Rayo only to see it
ruled out for offside.

De Frutos was always
dangerous for Rayo but as the
game went on the home side
took control as it extended its
unbeaten run to 12 matches. 
The defeat ended Rayo nine-
game unbeaten streak that
stretched back to December 7.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic
Association’s athletes

commission chairperson and
boxing legend M C Mary
Kom on Tuesday denied
reports that she has resigned
from her position, insisting
that she has been
misunderstood and will
complete her tenure in the
panel.
The 42-year-old Manipuri,
who is also a 2012 Olympics
bronze-winner, had travelled
to Haldwani for the National
Games closing ceremony last
week where she expressed her
displeasure over being lodged
at an “inferior hotel”. 
Speaking to PTI, Mary Kom
said her outburst has been
misconstrued as resignation.
“I have not resigned, I will
complete my tenure (which
ends in 2026),” she asserted.
“I was merely telling my
fellow (athletes commission)
members that if this kind of
treatment happens again, I
will consider resigning. I
never said that I am
resigning. IOA is my family
and if I am unhappy over
something, I have every right
to express it.
“This does not mean that I
am resigning,” she went on.
Mary Kom was elected to the
panel in 2022 with table
tennis stalwart A Sharath
Kamal as vice-chairperson.
The commission also features
two-time Olympic medal-
winning shuttler PV Sindhu,
former shot putter Om
Prakash Karhana, Winter

Olympian Shiva Keshavan,
London Olympics bronze-
winning shooter Gagan
Narang, rower Bajrang Lal,
fencer Bhavani Devi, former
women’s hockey captain Rani
Rampal, and Tokyo Olympics
silver-winning weightlifter
Mirabai Chanu.
“I don’t know why is it that
every time I raise my voice
for something, it is
misunderstood like this? Lot
of my fellow athletes speak
their mind on so many issues
but nobody gets
misunderstood,” Mary Kom
said.
“I was put up in a bad hotel
when I went for the National
Games closing ceremony
despite the fact that a better
hotel was available. If others
could be accommodated,
why not me? That was the
only question I asked,” she
insisted.
“Next thing I know, people
are saying I have resigned.
Where is the resignation?
Has anyone seen it?” she
asked.
Asked if she has had a word
with IOA President P T Usha
on this matter, Mary Kom
said, “I haven’t been able to
connect with her because my
phone was misplaced. But I
will speak to her, I have good
communication with her.”
One of the most decorated
Indian athletes, Mary Kom
has been on the athletes
forum of the International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
in the past and has a fairly
good experience of the
administrative side of sports. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Two-time Olympic
medal-winning javelin
throw star Neeraj

Chopra has revealed that his
new coach Jan Zelezny has
figured out mistakes in his
technique and would now
make some adjustments to
his throwing routine to
achieve the 90m mark that
the Indian star is pursuing
for a while.
The 26-year-old, while
speaking to India Today, also
opened up about his hush-
hush wedding to former
tennis player Himani Mor
last month, saying that their
relationship was a casual
friendship at first “but slowly
we fell in love”.
Chopra has been trying hard
to hit the 90m mark. His
personal best stands at
89.94m which was achieved
in 2022. His season begins in
May with the Diamond
League and would mark the
competitive start of his
partnership with Zelezny, a
former Olympic and world
champion who also holds the

world record (98.48m).
“I believe a 90+ throw is
happening soon. He (Jan
Zelezny) has made some
technical adjustments in my
game,” said Chopra.
“He (Zelezny) feels that his
tweaks would help me. I’ve
been able to understand
what he expects from me.
One of the mistakes that he
told me about was how I was
throwing very low even in
Paris and that I was leaning
towards the left.
“If I am able to incorporate
those changes, I think I will
get a lot better,” he added.
But the Panipat-lad insisted
that the milestone is still not
as important as winning
medals for the country.
“I want to do it myself. But,
going to a competition and
winning a medal against
people who have previously
thrown 90 meters is even
more important. There’s no
point in throwing 90 meters
and not winning.
“What if everyone throws
90+ there and despite
throwing 90, you don’t win? I
want to throw more than 90

meters; everyone believes I
can do that. Klaus
(Bartoniet, his former coach)

believed it, Zelezny believes
it.
“It will come off if I can fix

the javelin line. I am giving
my 100 percent, and that is
important for me,” he added.

He also spoke about the
groin injury that marred his
season last year. Chopra has

consulted a doctor
recommended by Zelezny in
Prague.
“Groin injury has been an
issue for a long time. I wasn’t
able to give 100 percent in
my technique because of my
injury. I went to Zelezny’s
doctor in Prague, and he
suggested some exercises. I
am working on that, so
hopefully it helps, and I am
able to give my 100 percent,”
he said.
We slowly fell in love
Opening about his marriage
that stunned everyone,
Chopra said both he and
Mor wanted it to be an
intimate affair and that’s why
they chose a town near
Solan.
“I knew her. She also comes
from a family with a sports
background, and so do we.
Her father and mother were
kabaddi players. Her
brothers were boxers and
wrestlers,” Chopra said.
“She herself was a tennis
player, but after picking up
injuries, she focused more
on her studies,” he added.
Shedding light on how their

relationship developed over
a period of time, Chopra said
being athletes, they could
connect easily.
“Because our families had a
sports background, we had
the opportunity to meet. Our
conversations began like that
-- just two athletes talking. It
was casual at first, but slowly,
we fell in love,” he said.
Their wedding pictures,
which Chopra shared on
social media a couple of days
after the ceremony, took the
internet by storm.
Although only family
members were invited for
the nuptials, Chopra said
most of his close circle of
friends was aware that he
was tying the knot and he
would soon be planning a
celebration with those who
couldn’t be a part of the
function.
“...Families and friends knew.
I wanted to return to
training because the season
was about to start. I thought
it would only be possible
after the season. Inviting
everyone would have taken
time,” he explained. 

Zelezny’s tweaks will take me to 90m mark soon: Neeraj 

Tennis players have lost faith in doping agencies: Novak Djokovic

I have not resigned,
will complete tenure,
says Mary Kom

Barcelona 1-0 win over Rayo Vallecano

PTI n NAGPUR

Left-arm spinner Parth
Rekhade struck thrice in an

over as Mumbai slipped to a
precarious 188 for 7 in reply to
Vidarbha’s first innings total of
383, trailing by 195 runs at
stumps on Day Two of their
Ranji Trophy semifinal here
on Tuesday.
Mumbai opener Akash Anand
was battling at one end,
unbeaten on 67, with the last
recognised batter, Tanush
Kotian, on 5 not out at the
other, as their title defence
came under intense pressure
from a disciplined and
persistent Vidarbha side on
their home ground at the VCA
Stadium here.
Mumbai were steady at 113 for
two at one stage but Rekhade,
playing only his second First-
Class match, ripped open the
Ranji champions’ batting line-
up, first with an innocuous
delivery which claimed the
prized scalp of Ajinkya
Rahane in the 41st over. 
Rahane’s defensive prod had
the ball rolling back to his
stumps and knock off the
bails, ending his stay for a 24-
ball 18 which also had an
outside edge flying between

the wicketkeeper and the first
slip. 
Two deliveries later,
Suryakumar Yadav (0) then
paid a heavy price for a hard-
handed frontfoot prod as an
inside edge was sharply
collected by Danish Malewar
at silly point over his head. 
Another couple of deliveries
later, Shivam Dube (0), who
had claimed 5/49 in Vidarbha’s
first innings, was also caught
for a two-ball duck like his
India T20I teammate
Suryakumar as Mumbai
slipped from 113/2 to 113/5.
It soon became 118/6 for the
Rahane-led side, losing four
wickets for a mere five runs,
when Shams Mulani was
trapped leg-before by Harsh

Dubey for his first wicket. 
Anand then forged a crucial
60-run stand with Shardul
Thakur but their partnership
did not last long. 
Thakur, who has persistently
come to Mumbai’s rescue with
the bat this season, did
produce a fightback but could
not push on for a big knock,
perishing for a 41-ball 37 with
four fours and a six with his
knock having all the elements
of his trademark
counterattack. 
He was bounced out by Yash
Thakur (2), who had cleaned
up Siddhesh Lad (35) for a
vital breakthrough earlier in
the day to break his stubborn
second-wicket partnership
with Anand. 

Mumbai had begun rather
shakily in reply to Vidarbha’s
first innings total when opener
Ayush Mhatre played one in
the air early on to find
Malewar at cover, following
which the pair of Lad and
Anand had done well to see off
the threat from the new ball
there on. 
On his part, wicketkeeper-
batter Anand batted extremely
well, reaching a solid 67 off
171 balls, including six fours
— most of them coming on
the off-side. 
But once again it was Vidarbha
who walked away with the
bragging rights after another
dominant show, having earlier
added 75 runs to their
overnight total of 308 for five. 
Rathod brought up his fifty
shortly after play resumed on
the second day but like his
teammates, could not push on
and fell for 54 off 113 balls
with seven fours.
Brief scores: Vidarbha 383 in
107.5 overs (Dhruv Shorey 74,
Danish Malewar 79, Yash
Rathod 54; Shivam Dube 5/49,
Shams Mulani 2/62) lead
Mumbai 188/7 in 59 overs
(Akash Anand 67*; Yash
Thakur 2/56, Parth Rekhade
3/16) by 195 runs. 

Alcaraz beats Cilic in straight
sets to advance at Qatar Open

PTI n HYDERABAD

Mumbai City FC will look
to continue their

promising form away from
home when they take on hosts
Hyderabad FC in their Indian
Super League match here on
Wednesday. 
Mumbai City FC are currently
positioned at the sixth place in
the points table. They have 31
points to their name from 20
games, on the back of two
victories and draws each in
their previous five matches. 
Hyderabad FC are at the
penultimate spot, with 16
points from 20 encounters on
the back of four wins and draws
each – with two of those
victories coming in their last
four games.
The Islanders have been doing
well on the road in the current
campaign, winning four and
drawing thrice in their last
seven away matches. 
A victory in this fixture would
propel them to their maiden
league double over Hyderabad
FC, which would make
Mumbai City FC the team with
the most league doubles (13)
over different opponents in the
ISL. However, Mumbai City FC
faced a 1-3 setback to FC Goa
in their last match, at home.
Still, under Petr Kratky,

Mumbai City FC have not yet
faced consecutive losses and
they will look to sustain that
record with a positive outcome
in the forthcoming match.
Contrastingly, Hyderabad FC
have been on an encouraging
run at home, winning their last
two matches there – by 3-2
against Jamshedpur FC and 3-1
vs Mohammedan SC.
A third straight home win will
equal the feat that they scaled
in October-November 2022,
when all triumphs had come
with a 1-0 scoreline. In the last
match between these two sides
on November 30, 2024,
Mumbai City FC had edged
past by a slender 1-0 margin. 
Hyderabad FC have been
found on the back-foot
defensively, giving away nine
headed goals in 2024-25, which
is the joint-highest in the
competition. The team has kept
the least clean sheets (2) in the
ISL 2024-25, conceding the
most goals (41) amongst all 13
teams.
Ramhlunchhunga won
possession four times in the
final third against Odisha FC in
their last game, the joint-
highest by any player in a single
game this season. He has won
possession 17 times in the final
third this term, the most by any
Indian player. 

Mumbai City FC
meet Hyderabad FC

Parth Rekhade puts Vidarbha
in firm control against Mumbai
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PTI n KARACHI

Former captain Wasim Bari
is glad to see the return of

a global cricketing event to
Pakistan through the ICC
Champions Trophy, and
hopes that the nightmarish
days after the militant attack
on Sri Lankan team in 2009
are forgotten forever. 
Pakistan could not host
international cricket for 10
years after that gruesome day,
and were forced to play their
home matches in the UAE. 
Bari was serving as the
Director in the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) under
the Chairmanship of late Ejaz
Butt when the attack took
place on March 3 near the
Liberty roundabout close to
the Gaddafi stadium.
“It was the worst day in my
life when news came through
of what had happened.
Everyone was numb and most
of us in our offices realised

immediately this was going to
put Pakistan cricket back by a
few years,” Bari said.
Bari said there was disbelief
followed by sorrow the
governments of both the
nations and the ICC got
involved, and later a chartered
flight was arranged to send
the Lankan team back home.
Six policemen and two others
were killed in the attack and
several were injured including
Pakistani umpire Ahsan Raza,
who later had to undergo a
life-saving operation.

Bari recalled that when
pictures of the bullet-ridden
bus and vans carrying the
match officials and umpires
in blood stained shirts went
viral, it became obvious that
Pakistan’s hopes of staging the
Champions Trophy or even
the 2011 World Cup matches
had vanished.
Without putting blame on
anyone, Bari said: “It should
never have happened and the
result was Pakistan cricket
couldn’t properly grow for the
next 10 years, as all teams

refused to play in Pakistan for
security reasons.”
Bari said he is delighted to see
the ICC Champions Trophy
being held in Pakistan now
and multiple teams landing in
the country.
“To see England, Australian,
South African, New Zealand
and Afghanistan teams in
Karachi and Lahore means so
much to all Pakistani
cricketers, board officials and
the fans,” he said. 
The 75-year-old said it was a
tribute to the singleminded
effort of all the stakeholders
involved in Pakistan cricket. 
“I think it is also a time to pay
tribute to the resilience of
Pakistan cricket while hosting
the Champions Trophy, after
all that has happened in the
last 10 years.”
Bari said Pakistan have some
very good players, who are
capable of helping the team
defend the Champions
Trophy title. 

PTI n DUBAI

India will feel Jasprit Bumrah’s
absence “very strongly” in the
Champions Trophy but they still

have a great chance to win the
tournament considering their recent
form and a host of match-winners at
their disposal, reckons former
opener Shikhar Dhawan.
While the event starts in Pakistan on
Wednesday, India start their
campaign a day later with a match
against neighbours Bangladesh at the
Dubai International Cricket
Stadium.
Pace spearhead Bumrah was ruled
out of the tournament due to a lower
back injury, having taken the
maximum load during India’s five-
match Test series against Australia. 
“My concern is they are going to miss
Jasprit Bumrah, there is no doubt he
will be a big absence and I think they
will feel it very strongly,” Dhawan
wrote in an ICC column published
on Tuesday. 
“For me, he is the best bowler in the
world, and his accuracy is hard to
replicate. He is also a very calm
character and that is crucial in a huge
ICC event like this.” 
Dhawan is, however, backing
Shubman Gill and Harshit Rana to
sizzle in the tournament.
“At the same time, Harshit Rana has

come into the side and I think that is
really exciting - keep an eye on him,
I think he could have a breakout
tournament.
“I like his attitude, he is a go-getter
and he is not afraid of anything. He
accepts challenges and we have seen
in the England series that he is in

form. I am sure he will look to seize
this opportunity and, if he does, he
could provide a real X-factor for
India.” 
Going by recent form and team
strength, Dhawan found it hard to
look beyond India when the
discussion turned to title contenders.

“There are a lot of reasons to be
optimistic for India. They have a very
balanced side, especially with the bat
– there is a nice blend of experience
and youth. Shubman Gill, in
particular, is so consistent and he has
a big role to play. I think he will have
a great tournament.

“Rohit Sharma has found form, Virat
Kohli is there; they are a top side and
will take some stopping.”
Dhawan is also not ruling out teams
such as South Africa, New Zealand,
Australia and hosts Pakistan, to
whom India lost in the title clash in
the last edition in the UK. 
“I really like South Africa in this
tournament as well. They have
played consistent cricket and have
everything you need to win such a
huge tournament – experience,
strength-in-depth and X-factor
players like Kagiso Rabada.
“I also like Pakistan, they will be hard
to beat in home conditions, and also
New Zealand – who are just always
there or there abouts.
“Australia have struggled in their
series with Sri Lanka but they some
great batters; Travis Head is in great
form, and I’m really excited to see
Steve Smith.”
Dhawan is one of the most successful
batters in the tournament’s history
having scored 701 runs in 10 innings
at an average of 77.88. He hit three
centuries in the tournament, with his
best being 125 against Sri Lanka in
2017.
“The ICC Champions Trophy means
a great deal to me. We won in 2013
and then reached the final in 2017,
and both times I finished as leading
run-scorer,” he added. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Eyeing glory in next World
Championship, double

Olympic medallist shooter
Manu Bhaker said Jaspal
Rana will continue to be her
"coach" despite the
Dronacharya awardee being
roped in as the High
Performance trainer for
pistol discipline by the
National Rifle Association of
India (NRAI).
Rana, a four-time Asian
Games gold medallist, had a
very bitter and public fallout
with Manu before the Tokyo
Olympics but they reconciled
before last year’s Paris
Games, where the latter
made history by bagging two
bronze medals.
"Honestly, I only have to say
one thing that he (Rana) is
my coach all I know and he is
very good at what he does.
He is very, very talented and

he has been a great coach for
me. 
"All I know and all I can say
is that he is my coach. Of
course, he can be anyone
else’s coach as well but for me
he is my coach," Manu said
after winning the BBC
Sportswomen of the Year
2024 award at a glittering
function here on Monday
night.
Under Rana’s personal
guidance, Manu, who was

struggling after the Tokyo
Games, made a remarkable
comeback and became the
first Indian to win two
medals in a single edition of
the Olympics since
Independence. 
She won bronze medals in
10m air pistol and 10m air
pistol mixed team events in
Paris to create history.
Talking about her future
plans, Manu said: "We will be
going for World Cups in

April, and then we have some
domestic competitions in
June. 
"It will be followed by
another World Cup in
Munich. Then we will have
the World Championships,
probably in late October or
November. My target is the
World Championships. I
want to peak at the right time
for the World
Championships," she added.
The season-ending World
Championships will be held
in Cairo, Egypt, from
November 6-16. 
Her unprecedented success
in Paris wouldn’t have been
possible without Rana’s
guidance and Manu agrees to
it. Manu, who turned 23 on
Tuesday, considers Rana as
her father figure, while the
coach gives her the courage
and confidence to seek and
achieve great things in her
sport.

PTI n DUBAI

India’s bowling coach Morne
Morkel has left for his home

in South Africa due to a
family emergency.
Morkel, who was appointed
for the job in September last
year, had travelled to Dubai
with the Indian team on
Saturday, and also attended
the side’s first practice session
ahead of the ICC Champions
Trophy beginning on
Wednesday. 
The 40-year-old former South
African pacer was, however,
not around for the Indian
team’s second practice session
on Monday, it has been
learned.
The development comes just
as India geared up to began
their campaign with a match

against Bangladesh at Dubai
International Cricket Stadium
here on Thursday.
The Indian bowling attack for
the ICC tournament
comprises specialist pacers
and one fast-bowling all-
rounder in Hardik Pandya. 
Pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah was ruled out of the
event due to lower back
injury, leaving the task of
shouldering the fast-bowling
responsibility on Arshdeep
Singh, Harshit Rana and
Mohammed Shami, with
Pandya being the fourth
option. 
Pakistan is the host nation of
the tournament, but India will
be playing all their matches in
Dubai as per the hybrid
model agreed by the
concerned stakeholders.

PTI n VADODARA

Delhi Capitals and UP
Warriorz will be aiming

for an improved batting effort
on Wednesday after
floundering in their previous
Women’s Premier League
matches.
Their clash is also the last
match here at the Kotambi
Stadium before the WPL
action shifts to Bengaluru
from February 21.
The Capitals are yet to match
the pre-tournament favourite
billing with performances.
Their batting has failed to fire
in two matches, even in their
victory over the Mumbai
Indians.
They made heavy weather of
the chase of a 165-run target
before winning by two
wickets, and folded for 141
against the Royal Challengers
Bengaluru on Monday during
the eight-wicket defeat.
The trouble starts from the
top as skipper Meg Lanning
has not been able to produce a
big knock yet. It has seemed
that international retirement
has taken a toll on the
Australian.
There have been occasional
fireworks by Shafali Varma,
Jemimah Rodrigues or Sarah
Bryce, but they have not been
able to convert into a
substantial innings.
Their bowling has been in
much better shape with
veteran Shikha Pandey
leading from the front, but
she needs some more support
from others, particularly from
fellow pacer Arundhati
Reddy.
The UP outfit too is in a
similar place. Grace Harris
and Tahlia McGrath, their
middle-order powerhouses,
looked uneasy against spin

and the Capitals have a
capable bunch in Minnu
Mani, Jess Jonassen and
Radha Yadav.
The Warriorz have invested
heavily in skipper Deepti
Sharma, young wicketkeeper
batter Uma Chhetri and
openers Vrinda Dinesh and
Kiran Navigire.
It’s not often that a WPL team
fills their top four with Indian
players, and the quartet will
have to repay the faith of the
management sooner than
later.
The absence of an injured
Alyssa Healy has reduced the
firepower in their top order.
They would also expect leg-
spinner Alana King to make
an impression against Delhi,
as the Aussie spinner, who
bowled that extraordinary
Shane Warne-esque delivery
in the Women’s Ashes, was
quite expensive against
Gujarat.
Teams (from):
UP Warriorz: Deepti Sharma
(captain), Alana King,
Gouher Sultana, Saima
Thakor, Grace Harris, Shweta
Sehrawat, Anjali Sarvani,
Kiran Navgire, Sophie
Ecclestone, Arushi Goel,
Kranti Goud, Tahlia Mcgrath,
Chamari Athapaththu,
Poonam Khemnar, Uma
Chetry, Rajeshwari
Gayakwad, Vrinda Dinesh.
Delhi Capitals: Meg Lanning
(Captain), Harleen Deol,
Prakashika Naik, Beth
Mooney, Kashvee Gautam,
Priya Mishra, Bharti Fulmali,
Laura Wolvaardt, Sayali
Satghare, Danielle Gibson,
Mannat Kashyap, Shabnam
Shakil, Dayalan Hemalatha,
Meghna Singh, Simran
Shaikh, Deandra Dottin,
Phoebe Litchfield, Tanuja
Kanwar.

PTI n DUBAI/KARACHI

Intrigue, uncertainty,
backstage drama. The ICC

Champions Trophy has seen it
all even before the curtains go
up on the tournament and it
would only get more stirring
over the next three weeks,
starting with the opening
clash between Pakistan and
New Zealand in Karachi.
Eight teams will vie for a
trophy, often talked up as
tougher to win than the
World Cup, and also to script
a new chapter in their own
cricketing story. While India
will fight it out in Dubai,
others will be primarily based
in Pakistan, which would get
to host its first ICC event
since the 1996 World Cup. 

Several barriers had to be
hurdled over to cobble this
tournament together after
eight years. The tournament
is also crucial amid the raging
debate on the relevance of
ODI cricket, which is
struggling to find its space
amid the rage for T20 cricket
and the devotion for Test
format.
Perhaps, no other cricketing
event in the recent past has
been harried so much by
long-standing geopolitical
tensions, stubbornness by
administrative boards of two
important participants, and
the nail-biting anxiety over
the readiness of venues in the
main hosting nation.
The chaos has been an
endearing throwback to the

90s when cricket in the sub-
continent resembled a hastily
organised party.
But all these pre-tournament
jitters will be forgotten once
the teams enter the field, and
the first of them will be
Pakistan and New Zealand.
If anyone needs a reminder,
then Pakistan had won the
last edition of the Champions
Trophy in 2017.
The opening match in itself is
a curious clash -- a talented-
yet-volatile Pakistan unsure of
its own destiny against a team
for which order is everything.
But the blue riband match of
the tournament will be on
February 23 when India take
on Pakistan, ushering in
customary waves of nostalgia,
emotions, political grand-

standing, and the social
media battle.
That marquee showdown will
be in Dubai as India remained
steadfast in its refusal to set
foot on Pakistani soil owing to
security concerns.

Last dance of Kohli, Rohit?
But beyond such team
equations, certain individual
players would want this
tournament to be a
memorable one.
On top of the list are India’s

batting talismans Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma. They have
been magnificent servants of
the game over the last decade
and half.
Few in modern era were able
to match their achievements
and aura. But now, these two
titans have reached the last
lap of a long race, and would
want to bow out in a blaze of
glory.
It’s tough to imagine Kohli
and Rohit being part of India’s
ODI set-up after the
Champions Trophy
irrespective of the outcome.
It might even impact their
future in Test cricket, as a
lukewarm outing here might
force the selectors to mull
over their role ahead of India’s
tour to England in June.

Similarly, a failure to win the
Champions Trophy will bring
the role of head coach
Gautam Gambhir under
scrutiny.
Gambhir might have received
a temporary relief after India’s
domination over England in
the recent home series, but
not it wouldn’t be enough to
brush under the carpet,
India’s recent travails against
New Zealand and Australia.
But a global trophy will
certainly give him a much
better ground to stand.
From a team perspective,
India will be eager to wrest
their first ICC trophy in the
50-over format after their
triumph in the 2013
Champions Trophy under the
enigmatic Mahendra Singh

Dhoni.
It will be a perfect parting gift
to Kohli and Rohit and a
welcome carpet to some
young names such as
Shubman Gill who are set to
take India into the future.
The challengers
India are playing a brand of
ODI cricket that makes them
instant favourites to win the
tournament. They have
adopted an aggressive
approach and have a varied
line-up, brimming with
talent.
But such calculations can go
wrong because of a bad
moment or session, as it
happened in the 2023 World
Cup final when India
succumbed to Australia after
a middling batting effort.

India will feel Bumrah’s absence very strongly: Dhawan

WPL: Delhi Capitals,
UP Warriorz eye
improved batting effort

Delighted to see ICC Champions
Trophy in Pakistan, says Wasim 

Champions Trophy set to start amid debate on relevance of 50-over cricket

PTI n NEW DELHI

Leadership is all about
having faith in the

strengths of colleagues,
believes Australia’s talismanic
captain Pat Cummins, who is
busy promoting his new book
after being forced out of the
Champions Trophy due to an
ankle injury.
At the age of 28, Cummins
became Australia’s 47th Test
captain and since then he has
led his country to the 50-over
World Cup and the World Test
Championship triumph apart
from retaining the Ashes and
regaining the coveted Border-
Gavaskar Trophy just last
month.
The 31-year-old, who has 503
international wickets across
formats with 294 in Tests
alone, donned the hat of an
interviewer to speak to 11
achievers-cum-leaders from
around the world for his new
book ‘Tested: The remarkable
power of resolve’ published by
Harper Collins. 
Asked about his idea of
leadership and to what extent
should the captain assert his
authority, Cummins told PTI:
“The best leaders I’ve played
under always made me feel
empowered, brought the best
out of myself and made me
feel a sense of freedom.
“I think it’s important to lean
into the individual strengths
of each team member rather
than trying to make everyone

assimilate,” the pacer further
stated.
While he has a handsome
USD two million-plus
contract with IPL franchise
Sunrisers Hyderabad, whom
he captained last year in the
cash-rich league, the
traditional format remains his
No.1 priority.
This despite the fact that more
and more cricketers are
veering towards a freelance
career in T20 leagues.
“I love Test cricket so much so
its always been an easy
decision to keep that as my
number one priority.
Especially in Australia, we are
lucky to have Test cricket so
well-supported.”
Cummins also spoke about
the respect he has for his
fellow speed merchants Indian
talisman Jasprit Bumrah and
Kagiso Rabada of South
Africa.
“Those two guys (Bumrah
and Rabada) are bowlers I
enjoy watching and admire.
They have been taking wickets
consistently for many years
and we’ve had some
wonderful contests.”
Talking about the book,
Cummins also revealed the
process he followed while
deciding the list of
interviewees for his new book.
“I started with a list of people I
knew and admired and whose
life stories exemplified
resilience, leadership and the
power of resolve,” he said.

Best leaders that I know
have always empowered
colleagues: Cummins

Jaspal Rana will continue as my coach: Manu BhakerIndia’s bowling coach
Morkel returns home 


