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Prime l\/I|n|ster Narendra Modi wnh Bihar Govemor Avif l\/lohammed Khan Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Chief Minister Nitish Kumar during the
release of the 19th installment of the PM Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)
scheme and launch of various development projects in Bhagalpur

Poll hugle suumls
in Bihar hy |V|lll||

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
PATNA/NEW DELHI

lowing the poll trumpet
Bin Bihar for year-end

assembly elections,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday attacked the
Lalu Yadav-led “jungle raj”
regime in Bihar. Modi said
“same” people were now
making “vulgar” remarks
about the ongoing Maha
Kumbh at Prayagraj.
Addressing a function in
Bihar’s Bhagalpur district,
Modi, without naming the
party or the former chief
minister, also alleged that “the
jungle raj wallahs hate our
heritage and our faith”.
“The Maha Kumbh at
Prayagraj is the greatest
celebration of Bharat’s unity.
The number of people who
have taken a holy dip exceeds
the population of Europe.
Many people from Bihar have

also undertaken
pilgrimage,” the PM said.
“But these jungle raj wallahs
are speaking ill about Maha
Kumbh and making vulgar
remarks. These people were
opposed to the Ram temple at
Ayodhya, too. I know Bihar
will not forgive them,” said
Modi.

While  demanding  the
resignation  of  Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnav
over the stampede at New
Delhi railway station recently,
Prasad questioned the heavy

rush, saying “what does
Kumbh = signify? It s
nonsense’.

The PM, who disbursed close
to Rs 23,000 crore to nearly
100 million beneficiaries
across the country, began his
40 minute speech with a
reference to Kumbh and its
connection with Bihar.

Pay present property tax
to MICD, clear aII past tdues

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

n a big relief to the people of

Delhi, the  Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
has announced a house-tax
waiver scheme, allowing
residents to clear their house
tax dues of 2024-25 and have
all previous pending taxes
written off.
Additionally, in the next
financial year, 100 percent of
house tax on 100-yard homes
and residential-area shops will
be scrapped, while properties
between 100-500 yards will
get a 50 percent waiver. For
the first time, 1,300 housing
societies - previously ineligible
- will receive a 25 percent
rebate. This transformative
proposal is set to be passed in
the MCD House on February
25.
After losing the turf to BJP in
governing  the  national
Capital, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)-led MCD on Monday
introduced a major house tax
waiver for property owners
which can be witnessed as a
direct confrontation between
the two different regime in
Delhi.
The announcement, made
ahead of the mayoral polls in
April, was delivered at a press
conference by AAP leader,

MCD  Mayor  Mahesh
Khinchi, Deputy Mayor
Ravinder Bhardwaj, and

Leader of the House Mukesh
Goel.

Announcing the initiative,
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
said those who settle their
2024-25 house tax dues will
have all previous outstanding
amounts waived. The move
aims at easing financial
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Senior AAP Ieaders Sanjay Singh and Durgesh Pathak, Mayor Mahesh Khinchi
and Leader of the House Mukesh Goyal held a joint press conference at the party
headquarters in New Delhi

burdens on citizens and curbs
corruption in tax collection, is
set to be passed in the MCD
House.

Singh highlighted that the
decision is that those who pay
their house tax for 2024-25
will have all their previous
outstanding house tax dues,
which have been a burden on
them, completely waived.
“This is a major
announcement: upon paying
the house tax for 2024-25, all
previous outstanding dues,
which were a financial
burden, will be written off.
Secondly, the house tax for
buildings ranging from 100
square yards to 500 square
yards will be reduced by half.
That is, houses within the 100-
500 square yard range will
now have their house tax cut
by 50%,” he said.

He further noted that for
buildings below 100 square
yards, the house tax will be
entirely waived. He said, “So,
properties between 100 and
500 square yards will have

will have their tax fully
waived””

Under the scheme, properties
measuring up to 100 square
yards, including residential
shops, will be completely
exempt from house tax from
the next financial year. Houses
measuring between 100 and
500 square yards will receive a
50 per cent waiver, while 1,300
housing  societies  that
previously did not qualify for
any exemption will now get a
25 per cent rebate. Singh
further added that
additionally, residential
properties where commercial
activities such as shops are
running, and properties
designated for commercial
purposes, will also have their
house tax waived.

Singh said, “There are over
1,300 apartments in Delhi that
do not currently receive any
tax exemptions or benefits. A
crucial decision has been
made regarding them as well:
1,300 housing apartments in
Delhi will receive a 25% house

Powered BJP face fired
AAP in Delhi Assembly

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

The first day of the Delhi
Assembly  under the
newly-formed BJP
government witnessed a
heated exchange between the
treasury ~ benches  and
opposition Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) members, leading to a
brief adjournment of the
House on Monday following
Vijender Guptas election as
speaker amid sloganeering
from both the treasury and the
Opposition benches, with
AAP members accusing the
BJP being “anti-Dalit and anti-
Sikh”

The Leader of Opposition
Atishi accused new
Government for removing BR
Ambedkar and Bhagat Singh’s
portraits from Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Guptas office,
a charge denied by the ruling
BJP.

Tensions escalated when the
Leader of Opposition Atishi,
while congratulating Gupta,
alleged that photos of BR
Ambedkar and  Shaheed
Bhagat Singh had been
removed from the Chief
Minister’s Office. Her remarks,
made without permission, led
to loud protests from BJP
MLAs prompting Speaker
Vijender Gupta to censure her
for speaking out of turn.

As disruptions continued, the
newly elected assembly
speaker  Vijendra  Gupta
accused the AAP of disrupting
the house with pre-planned
intentions and adjourned the
house for 15 minutes. The
Speaker said it was a courtesy
address and You (Opposition)
should not have made it a

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta greets newly-glected Delh| Assembly Speaker
Vijender Gupta at his chamber during the first day of the Assembly session

in New Delhi

Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

House to run smoothly. AAP
has come with the intention of
disrupting  the = House.
Maintain the dignity of the
House,” said Gupta.

Ruckus witnessed both inside
and outside when Leader of
Opposition (LoP) in Delhi
Assembly Atishi alleged that
the BJP removed the portraits
from the Chief Minister’s
Office in the Assembly-
portraits that had been put up
under the AAP government.
As the Assembly session
began, AAP MLAs, led by the
LoP, in a mark of protest inside
the House, raised slogans and
demanded the immediate
reinstatement of the portraits.

The BJP accused the
opposition party of trying to
divert peoples attention from
the CAG reports that will be
tabled in the Assembly to
expose ‘corruption” by AAP
when it was in power. The
Delhi BJP shared photos of the
chief minister’s office on social
media and said, “The portraits

Ambedkar, Bhagat Singh the
President and the prime
minister are displayed in the
offices of Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta and other
ministers.” Delhi BJP president
Virendra  Sachdeva also
clarified that that the portraits
of the revered Mahatma
Gandhi, Dr. BR. Ambedkar,
Bhagat Singh, the President of
India, and the Prime Minister
of India continue to be
displayed in the offices of the
Chief Minister and all
ministers of Delhi - something
that anyone can easily verify.

Earlier from Sanskrit to
English and Maithili to
Punjabi, the first session of the
newly constituted eighth Delhi
Legislative Assembly began on
Monday with MLAs of the
ruling BJP and opposition
AAP  demonstrating the
linguistic diversity of the
legislature by taking their
oaths in six languages
including - Hindi, English,
Sanskrit, Urdu, Maithili and

their tax reduced by half, and
those below 100 square yards

tax waiver.

political

platform.”
Opposition does not want the

The of Mahatma
Babasaheb

Gandhi,
Bhimrao

Punjabi.
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One dead, 10
injured in clash
at Bangladesh
air force hase

PTI M DHAKA

man was killed and

several others injured in a
clash on Monday between a
group of local people and air
force personnel at an airbase
in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar,
officials said.
The Inter Service Public
Relations (ISPR) - the media
wing of the military - in a
statement said the
“miscreants” attacked the
Bangladesh Air Force Base
near Cox’s Bazar’s Samitipara.
“Bangladesh Air Force is
taking necessary actions in
this regard,” it said.
The ISPR said that “some
local miscreants” of the
Samitipara area adjacent to
the beach resort town
“launched a sudden attack”
on the airbase after a biker
was stopped at a checkpoint
as he was crossing the base
area without any papers for
the vehicle.
It said the biker was taken
inside  the base for
interrogation when over 200
people marched towards the
base. The security personnel
tried to stop them, sparking a
clash that left four Air Force
personnel injured.
Deputy Commissioner of the
district, Mohammad
Salahuddin, said: one person
was killed, and several others
were injured in the incident”.
The official said a thorough
investigation ~ would  be
conducted into the cause of
the attack.

Gym owner’s murder: Delhi court
semds gangster’s wife to custody

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

ADelhi court on Monday
sent alleged gangster
Hashim Baba’s wife Zoya
Khan to three-day police
custody in a case related to
the reported killing of a 35-
year-old gym owner by two
bike-borne assailants in a
posh neighbourhood in south
Delhi’s Greater Kailash area
last September.

Chief judicial magistrate Anuj
Kumar Singh sent Zoya Khan
to police custody after the
investigating officer said her
custody was required to
unearth the larger conspiracy
(behind the killing) and to
establish her role in the case.

Besides Baba, the police also
suspect the involvement of
jailed gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi’s associates in the
murder.

The police told the court that
it wanted to recover the
weapons used in the crime,
claiming that all the accused
were in touch with each other
through App-based
encrypted calls.

The victim, Nadir Shah, who

on charges of robbery and
attempt to murder, co-owned
a gym in Greater Kailash
Part 1.

During the proceedings, Zoya
told the court, “My only crime
is that I am Hashim Baba’s
wife. I am not involved in any
case against him.

Her lawyer told the court that
Zoyas name was not disclosed
in any of the arrested
accused’s discloser and that
she had joined the probe on
two occasions when asked by
the investigating agency.

Shah also owned a business in
Dubai. His father hailed from

Survival of trapped men hleak in tunnel collapse: Govt

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
HYDERABAD

Even as multiple agencies are at war
footing in Telangana reminding
their efforts in 17days Silkyara Bend
rescue operation in Uttarakhand,
chances of survival of the eight
persons who remain trapped in the
SLBC tunnel seems to be “very
remote’”.

The latest to join are a team of rat
miners, who had rescued the
construction workers trapped in the
Silkyara Bend-Barkot tunnel in
Uttarakhand in 2023, to extricate the
men.

Indian Army, Navy, NDRE, SDRF
and other agencies are also involved
in rescue operations in close
coordination with each other.
Despite relentless efforts by the
Indian Army, NDRF and other
agencies, no breakthrough has been
achieved so far in the rescue
operations to extricate the eight
persons who have remained trapped
for over 48 hours inside the tunnel
after a section of it collapsed in the
Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC)
project in Telangana’s Nagarkurnool
district on Saturday.

The persons who have been trapped
in the collapsed tunnel for the past
over 48 hours have been identified as
Manoj Kumar and Sri Niwas from
Uttar Pradesh, Sunny Singh (Jammu

A rescue operation underway after a pomon of the Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel collapsed )

in Nagarkurnool district

PTI

Xess, Santosh Sahu and Anuj Sahu all
from Jharkhand. Of the eight, two are
engineers, two operators and four
labourers.

Telangana Minister Jupally Krishna
Rao said that rescuing the trapped
individuals would take at least three
to four days, as the accident site is
filled with muck and debris, making
it a daunting task for the rescuers.
“To be honest, the chances of their
survival are very, very, very, very

(of the mishap site). When we took
photographs, the end (of the tunnel)
was visible. And out of the 9 meter
diameter (of the tunnel) -- almost 30
feet, out of that 30 feet, mud has piled
up to 25 feet’, he said.

“When we shouted their names also,
there was no response...So, there is
no chance at all,” he said.

Krishna Rao said the process of
clearing the debris is underway with
several machinery in place.

weighs a few hundred tons, got
almost flushed away by about 200
meters after the collapse and due to
the gushing water.

“Even, even assuming they (the
trapped persons) are in the lower part
of the TBM machine, assuming even
if it is intact on the top, where is the
air (oxygen)? Underneath, how the
oxygen will go, he asked though
pumping of oxygen and dewatering
have been continuously done.

“For removing all the debris and all
that, in spite of all types of efforts, all
types of organisations (working), it
takes, I think it takes not less than 3-
4 days (to extricate the people),” Rao,
who had overseen the rescue
operations along with Irrigation
Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy, said.
Rao said the conveyor belt was being
restored at the tunnel to clear the
debris.

Meanwhile, a social media post from
Telangana Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) said CM Revanth Reddy has
been continuously reviewing the
situation regarding the SLBC tunnel
accident and was in constant touch
with the ministers and senior officials
involved in the rescue operations.
Dewatering is going on while oxygen
was being continuously pumped into
the tunnel. The officials also
informed that they are exploring
alternative routes to reach the site of
the accident by clearing the debris of

had previous criminal cases
against his name, including

Afghanistan and had shifted
to Delhi several years ago.

and Kashmir),
(Punjab) and Sandeep Sahu, Jegta

Gurpreet  Singh

remote. Because, I myself went up to
the end, almost just 50 meters short

Boring Machine (TBM)

According to officials the Tunnel
which

soil mounds in the tunnel, the post
said.

Simultaneous polis cater to federal structure

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B NEW DELHI

he Centre is learnt to have told the

joint committee of Parliament
examining the bills on ‘one nation, one
election’ that holding simultaneous polls
to the Lok Sabha and state assemblies is
not undemocratic and does not hurt the
federal structure.
Responding to a set of queries posed by
the members of the joint panel, the
legislative department in the Union law
ministry is learnt to have asserted that
simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha
and state legislative assemblies were held
in the past before the cycle was broken
due to various reasons, including
imposition of President’s rule in some
states.
Sources said while the ministry answered
some of the questions, some others were
sent to the Election Commission for a
calibrated response. The joint committee
is holding its next meeting on Tuesday.
Following the adoption of the
Constitution, elections to the Lok Sabha
and all state assemblies were conducted
simultaneously from 1951 to 1967, it
noted. The first general elections to the
Lok Sabha and state assemblies were held

together in 1951-52, a practice that
continued for three subsequent general
elections in 1957, 1962, and 1967.
However, this cycle of synchronised
elections was disrupted in 1968 and 1969
due to the premature dissolution of some
state legislative assemblies.

The fourth Lok Sabha was also dissolved
prematurely in 1970, with fresh elections
held in 1971. Unlike the first, second, and
third Lok Sabha, which completed their
full five-year terms, the fifth Lok Sabha’s

term was extended until 1977 under
Article 352 because of the declaration of
Emergency.

Since then, only a few Lok Sabha terms
have lasted the full five years, such as the
eighth, 10th, 14th and 15th. Others,
including the sixth, seventh, ninth, 11th,
12th and 13th were dissolved early, a
government explainer on ‘one nation,
one election’ had earlier said. State
assemblies have faced similar disruptions
over the years. Premature dissolutions
and term extensions have become a
“recurring challenge”, the government
had said.

“These developments have firmly
disrupted the cycle of simultaneous
elections, leading to the current pattern
of staggered electoral schedules across
the country;” it observed.

“Due to the ongoing cycle of polls in
various parts of the country, political
parties, their leaders, legislators, and
both state and central governments
focusses on preparing for upcoming polls
rather than prioritising governance,” it
said, citing the ‘rationale’ for holding
simultaneous polls as recommended by
the panel headed by former president

Ram Nath Kovind.

Kedarnath earnings more
than double since 2020-21

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M DEHRADUN

The Kedarnath temple’s earnings from
offerings, donations and different services
offered to devotees have more than doubled
since March 2021, an RTT query has revealed.
From Rs 22.04 crore in 2020-21, it rose to Rs
52.9 crore in 2023-24, the Sri Badrinath-
Kedarnath Mandir Samiti said in response to
the query filed under the Right to Information
Act by Noida-based RTT activist Amit Gupta.
Giving a yearly break-up, the committee said
the income of the famous Himalayan temple
in Uttarakhand was Rs 22.04 crore in 2020-21,
it dropped to Rs 16.52 crore in 2021-22 in the
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic but rose
again to Rs 29.67 crore in 2022-23 and to Rs
52.9 crore in 2023-24.

The rise in the temple’s income during the
period was 2.3 times.

A delayed opening of the temple for devotees
in 2021, coupled with restrictions such as
mandatory negative RT-PCR test reports, a
daily cap on the number of devotees visiting
the shrine, besides compliance with mask-
wearing and social-distancing norms had
severely affected the inflow of pilgrims during

the pandemic.

However, as the number of Covid cases
declined and the yatra norms were relaxed, the
number of pilgrims surged the following year,
increasing the temple’s earnings once again.
The trend continued in 2023-24, the temple
committee said.

The income of the temple comes from the
offerings and donations made by devotees as
well as the priority darshan facilities offered to
those coming by helicopter services for which
an additional fee is charged by the committee.
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PM'’s visit to lend wings to
winter Char Dham Yatra: CM

PNS m UTTARKASHI/DEHRADUN

hief minister Pushkar

Singh Dhami has said
that the visit of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to the
Harshil-Mukhwa area will
give a major push to the win-
ter Char Dham Yatra in Ut-
tarakhand. He said that the
PM’s visit will also help in
boosting prosperity in the
State. The CM visited Ut-
tarkashi district on Monday
to take stock of the prepara-
tions being made for the visit
of PM Modi slated for Febru-
ary 27.

He said that the Harshil-
Mukhwa area and people of
Uttarakhand are ready to wel-
come the PM.

Dhami said that the visit of
the PM will boost tourism in
the Harshil- Mukhwa area
which is known for its un-
matched natural beauty. The
PM’s visit will also give pub-
licity to the winter Char
Dham Yatra and the number
of pilgrims visiting the State
for this Yatra is bound to in-
crease further.

The CM said that the visit
of the PM has always re-
mained auspicious for Uta-
trakhand. He said that after

the visit of PM to Kedarnath,
Mana and Adi Kailash, the
number of pilgrims and
tourists visiting these places
has witnessed a major surge.

Similarly in the Investors
Summit attended by the PM
Modi, memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) worth Rs
3.5 lakh crore were inked. The

projects worth Rs 80,000
crore have been grounded so
far, he added.

The CM further said that
the inauguration of the 38th
National Games by PM Modi
has also proved beneficial for
the State. He said that the or-
ganisation of these games has
increased the prestige of Ut-

tarakhand. In the medal tally
too, Uttarakhand jumped to
seventh position in these
games from 25th position it
got in the 37th National
Games.

In his visit the CM in-
spected arrangements from
Harshil to Mukhwa village.
He directed the officers to

make proper arrangements to
ensure that the visit of the PM
becomes memorable. The
CM also inspected the ground
and the stage in Harshil for
the public meeting of PM
Modi. At Mukhwa, the winter
abode of the presiding god-
dess of Gangotri, the CM of-
fered prayers at the Ganga
temple and  inspected
arrangements for the visit of
PM.

The district magistrate of
Uttarkashi Meharban Singh
Bisht informed the CM about
the administration’s prepared-
ness and arrangements for the
PM's visit. He said that an ex-
hibition depicting local prod-
ucts and handicraft will be
organised during the PM’s
visit.

Chief secretary Radha Ra-
turi, principal secretary RK
Sudhanshu, Secretary Sachin
Kurve, additional director
general police V Murugeshan
and other senior officers ac-
companied the CM.

Gangotri MLA  Suresh
Chauhan, superintendent of
police Sarita Dobhal and oth-
ers were present on the occa-
sion.

PNS m DEHRADUN

he Bharatiya Janata

Party State president and
Rajya Sabha member Ma-
hendra Bhatt has requested
the top leadership of the
Congress to tell the party’s
MLAs to avoid talk which
divides Uttarakhand into
mountainous and
plain regions. He
opined that the
Congress will soon
suffer due to such
divisive  politics.
Bhatt also appealed
to the media to co-
operate in this
matter.

A few days after
Parliamentary Af-
fairs minister Prem
Chand Aggarwals
statements during
the recently con-
cluded Vidhan
Sabha session
elicited strong crit-
icism from the op-
position and segments of the
public, resulting in the BJP
telling him to abstain from
such talk, Bhatt told the

media at his Dehradun resi-
dence that all people in the
State should talk in the in-
terests of Uttarakhand. “We

uttarakhand 02

are all the people of Uttarak-
hand but the controversy
raised to divide the people
among Pahadis and those
from the plains is guided by
some ill-intention, which we
all need to expose. It is im-
portant to identify those be-

hind this, who want to
divide Uttarakhandi society.
Following the controversy in
Rishikesh during the recent
local body elections, the
manner in which the Con-
gress MLAs created an envi-
ronment in the Assembly
around the latest instance is

Congress should refrain
from trying to divide
State’s people, says BJP

not proper in any way. I will
also tell the senior Congress
leaders that the manner in
which their MLAs are trying
to divide the public by mak-
ing statements regarding
people of the mountains and
plains is highly unfortunate.
We will not let such
attempts harm the
interests of the peo-
ple of Uttarakhand.
The Congress is
going to suffer a
major jolt in the
coming days if it
does not mend its
ways,” the BJP State
president said.

Targetting  the
Congress for its op-
position to the land
law, he said that it
opposes every good
work, which is why
the public has taught
it lessons from time
to time. Uttarak-
hand has finally got a strong
land law with the coopera-
tion of the people, detailed
discussion and consent.
Everyone should welcome it
but the Congress is habitu-
ated to opposing every posi-
tive step, Bhatt added.

Will continue to fight for
rights of mountainous
areas: Butola

PNS m DEHRADUN

he Congress MLA from

Badrinath, Lakhpat Bu-
tola has said that a separate
State of Uttarakhand was
created to fulfill the aspira-
tions of people of the moun-
tainous areas. Interacting

issues of people of moun-
tainous areas both inside
and outside the Vidhan
Sabha. He said that it is de-
pressing that the BJP MLAs
belonging to the mountain-
ous areas of the State kept

with the mediapersons at
the headquarters of the State
Congress on Monday, the
MLA said that it is unfortu-
nate that the people sitting
in the power are trying to
suppress the feelings and as-
pirations of the mountain-
ous areas. Butola said that
he will continue to raise the

quiet when the people of the
mountains were being
abused inside the house. He
said that BJP has won 25 out
of 28 Assembly segments in
the mountainous areas and
it is due to the vote of the
people of the mountains
that the BJP MLAs were
elected and made ministers.

Behaviour of Parliamen-
tary Affairs minister
unparliamentary: Negi

PNS m DEHRADUN
Terming the behaviour

of the Parliamentary
Affairs minister Prem
Chand  Aggarwal as
highly objectionable and
unparliamentary, the
Congress MLA from Prat-
apnagar, Vikram Singh
Negi has said that the
chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami should seek
his resignation from the
cabinet.

He said that minister
Aggarwal accused the

Congress MLA Madan
Bisht of coming to the
house in an inebriated
state but failed to get him
medically examined.

He said that during the
discussion in the house,
the Badrinath MLA raised
the issues of his area on
which the minister ac-
cused him of presenting
false facts. Negi said that
the minister is getting full
protection from the gov-
ernment.

State employees to
register marriage
on UCC portal

Chief secretary seeks regular
course on training government
personnel on UCC

PNS B DEHRADUN

he married employees

of the State government
will register their marriages
under the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC). In a related
development the Uttarak-
hand Academy of Adminis-
tration will also train the
State government personnel
in the UCC.

Chief secretary Radha
Raturi has written to all the
district magistrates direct-
ing them to ensure the mar-
riage registration of all
married State government
employees under the UCC.
She has stated in her letter
that as per the UCC, the
registration of marriages
solemnised after March 26,
2010 is compulsory. Con-
sidering this, the district
nodal officer for UCC will
ensure all married State
government personnel in
the district register their
marriage in a time bound
manner. Every district will
also provide a report regu-
larly to the Home secretary
in this regard. Raturi fur-
ther said that the additional
chief secretary/principal
secretary/secretary of all
departments should ap-
point one nodal officer who
will ensure the registration
of the department’s married
personnel under the UCC.
Similarly, all the depart-
ment heads should direct
their subordinate married
employees to register their
marriage on the UCC por-
tal. All the district magis-
trates and heads of
departments will ensure
that this task is completed
in a time bound manner. A
weekly report on this
should be sent to the State’s

Home secretary, she said.
The chief secretary further
directed the Information
Technology Development
Agency director to provide
necessary technical assis-
tance to all districts or de-
partments for ensuring
uninterrupted registration
of marriages on the UCC
portal.

Raturi also wrote a letter
to the Uttarakhand Acad-
emy of Administration,
Nainital, director general to
conduct a regular course for
training the State govern-
ment personnel in provi-
sions of the UCC. She
stated that in order to en-
sure the effective imple-
mentation of the UCC, it is
important for all the gov-
ernment employees to
know about its various pro-
visions, procedures and
their responsibilities. The
academy can play an impor-
tant role in this. It can de-
velop a group of resource
persons for the training on
UCC provisions. These re-
source persons will train
the officers and employees
of the various departments.
The chief secretary has
stated in her letter that the
academy should consider
including a training pro-
gramme on UCC as part of
its regular course so that
government employees at
various levels can be trained
in it from time to time. An
elaborate training module
comprising the legal and
administrative aspects of
the UCC, responsibilities of
government officers, regis-
tration procedures and the
use of the portal should also
be prepared, Raturi said.

IG Khurana passes away after prolonged illness

PNS m DEHRADUN

hief minister Pushkar

Singh Dhami, director
general of police Deepam
Seth and various officers
paid tributes to inspector
general of police Kewal
Khurana who breathed his
last late on Sunday night.
An IPS officer of the 2005
batch of Uttarakhand cadre,
Khurana passed away at a
private hospital in Delhi. He
succumbed to prolonged ill-
ness. His last rites were held

at Haridwar on Monday.

CM condoled his demise
and also met the bereaved
family members in
Dehradun. Born in 1978 in
Uttar Pradesh, Khurana had
worked in various positions
including the senior super-
intendent of police in
Dehradun and Udham
Singh Nagar, later also
working as the director of
traffic and most recently

headed the Home Guard.
Considered a capable and
promising police officer in

the State, he had executed
various effective measures
during his tenure in various
capacities including taking
stern measures for resolving
traffic issues in Dehradun
and enabling the education
of children from deprived
sections of society in
Udham Singh Nagar dis-
trict. His efforts are still ap-
preciated among the general
public.

Unsavoury incidents masked achieve-
ments of Vidhan Sabha budget session
Minister Agarwal’s outburst & mountain versus

plain controversy hogged the limelight while the
passage of stringent land law took a backseat

GAJENDRA SINGH NEGI m DEHRADUN

n the budget session of

Vidhan Sabha  which
ended on Saturday, the
Pushkar Singh Dhami led
Bharatiya Janata Party gov-
ernment presented the much
awaited bill on stringent land
laws and got it passed. Dur-
ing the session, the biggest
ever State budget was also
passed by the house. For the
tirst time in the history of
the State, the size of the
budget exceeded Rs one lakh
crore. Criticised always for
the short duration of the
Vidhan Sabha sessions, the
lg)overnment organised the

udget session for five days
which is the longest in recent
times. The house was in ses-
sion for 37 hours and 49
minutes during these five
days. Similarly, a record was
created on Friday when the
members sat almost till mid-
night and proceedings con-
tinued for 11 hours 51
minutes with the members
discussing the budget and
other business.

However, all  these
achievements got sidelined
by the unsavoury behaviour
inside the house and the
controversy of plains versus
mountainous areas of the
State.

The session started on tu-
multuous note on February
18, when the members of the
opposition Congress
marched to the well of the
house raising slogans for ex-

tending the duration of the
budget session. The situation
took a bad turn when the
Congress MLA Madan Bisht
clashed with Parliamentary
Affairs minister Prem Chand
Aggarwal, who later stated
that the MLA was probably
drunk. The Congress mem-
bers staged a walﬁout during
the governor’s address. On
Friday, Parliamentary Affairs
minister Aggarwal got so
much annoyed by the utter-
ances of the Congress mem-
bers that he allegedly used
expletives against the peo-

threatening to boycott the
proceedings while tearing
some documents in anger.
This prompted the speaker
Ritu Khanduri Bhushan to
give a severe dressing down
to the MLA. The outburst of
the speaker also attracted
criticism from various quar-
ters as people questioned her
for being unduly harsh on
the member who was raising
a genuine issue. The house
also witnessed angry ex-
changes of words between
independent MLA from

Khanpur, Umesh Kumar and
BSP MLA Mohammad
Shahzad and a situation
where the Agriculture min-
ister Ganesh Joshi failed to
reply to a question on natu-
ral farming prompting the
speaker to suspend the ques-
tion. Amid acrimony be-
tween the treasury and
opposition members, the
government tabled the much
anticipated ~ Uttarakhand
(Uttar Pradesh Zamindari
Abolition and Land Reforms
Act 1950) amendment bill-
2025 in the house which was
passed by a voice vote on
Friday. The new law pro-
hibits purchase of land by
outsiders in the rural areas of
11 mountainous districts of
the State barring Hardiwar
and Udham Sing% Nagar. In-
terestingly, the bill was
passed without much debate
inside the Vidhan Sabha
while the din of the unpleas-
ant Pahadi versus maidani
debate engulfed other dis-
cussions.

ple of mountainous areas
of the State. The minister's
outburst created a major
controversy which forced
the government and chief
minister Dhami to launch
a damage control exercise.
Congress MLAs again
raised the issue of unpar-
liamentary language by the
Parliamentary Affairs
minister on the last day of
the session with Badrinath
MLA Lakhpat Butola

Office of Superintending Engineer

6" circle, PWD, Uttarkashi
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No Name of work

Strengthenning

1 |Mohalla area to Jal

Gufiara at the headquarters of
District uttarkashi below Varunavat
Mountain and work of modern gabio
check dam below the landslide area.
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NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
Short Terms E-TENDER NOTICE

Expansion

Restoration Work of Rocfall Barrier in
the landslide area From Masjid

Nigam Office

Earnest Cost of tender Validity of| Time of Class of
money document (in tender (In | Completion Contractor
(Rs in lacs Rs.) days) | (In Month)
Registerd in ‘A’
& above
category in Road
10.00 ?g?,?gg; Jazfs 09Months  works in central
Govt./State
Govt/any Govt.
Undertakin.

The Superintending Engineer 6 th Circle, public works department, uttarkashi, on behalf of "Governor of
uttarakhand" invites item rate tender in two bid system for the following work. Information regarding tender
shall be available on http://www.uktenders.gov.in from 5:00 pm date 03.03.2025
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Destination Uttarakhan

TEMERGING AYUSH & WELLNESS HUB!

Yoga & meditation in U’Khand,
a sign of wellness & spiritual revival

Under the visionary leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Uttarakhand, known as
Devbhoomi, has truly flourished as a
global destination for yoga and
meditation. His dedication, exemplified
by his visits and meditation in
Kedarnath and Adi Kailash, has
inspired countless people worldwide to
visit Rishikesh. Our government

is committed to transforming
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hub for AYUSH health services,

L

The tranquil and spiritual terrain of the Garhwal Himalayas has evolved into a focal

point for fitness lovers, thanks to PM Modi's future forward vision

s &»

PM Narendra Modl doing
Parvati Kund district
agarh during his visit
to Kumaon

£

Uttarakhand into a world-renowned I n June 2018, during the 4th Infemational Yoga

Day, Prime Minister Modi guided an estimated

50,000 enthistasts in performing yoga asanas

medicines, and consumer
products, furthering his
mission of holistic wellness.”
Pushkar Singh Dhami
Chief Minister

al the scemic Forest Research Institute, Dehradun,
Emphasising yoga's internations! resonance, Modi
remarked, From Dehradun to Dubln, from Shanghal
fin Chicaga, from Jakarta to Johannesburg, Yoga is
everywhers,' His focus an yoga as a unifying and
{herapeutic approach echoed profoundly, strength-
ening its position in boostng physical and mental

well-being. “In Yoga, we have the perfect solutkon to

CM Dhami Govt
245 appointed
245 Ayush
Doctors in

the state by the name of different herbs o promote

Ayurveda treatment. The Ayurveda department
distributed plants ol the respective herbs 1o the people living
in these villages. It has sent the report of these villages to the

central govemment.

Uttarakhand

245 selected candidates got appointment in AYLISH
department, atter the approval of CM Dhami, the

Dr Panka] Kumar Pandey, secretary AYUSH, said that 35
viltages in Almora district, 12 in Bageshwar, four in Chamaoll,
theee in Haridwar, 15 in Nainitad, 42 in Pauri, 23 in Pithoragarh,
five in Rudraprayag, 24 in Tehri, 10 in Udham Singh Nagar

{he protilems wa face, ither as individuals or in our
society,” he said, highlighting the holistic advantag-
5 0f yoga in promating & peacetul, innovative, and

salistied life.

The Prime Minister's advocacy for yoga expanded
beyond the International Yoga Day festivities. In May
2019, hig visit to the Kedamath sheine attracted
considerable awarenass, especially his meditation
session in the 'Dhyan Gufa' imeditation cave), A
picture of Modi covered in a safiron shawl, sitting in
meditation inside the cave, went viral on social me-

dia, scintiliating widespread appeal in the cave as a
new traveller appeal. This scenic location at 12,500
feet in the Gartwal Himalayas encountered an
exceptional wave in popularity, with bookings for the
meditation cave soaning.

Garhwal Mandal Vikas Nogam Ltd (GMVN) record-
ed a swell in online bookings for the 'Dinan Gufa,'
which has been completely booked for months

PM Narendra Modi's fondness for
yoga and meditation has
immensely increased the favour of
these age-old traditions, especially
in Uttarakhand

ahead. This inflow of Interest has encouraped local
management 10 pian the bullding of three mone
meditation caves in the surroundings, improving the
spiritual charm of the location.

Modi's many visits to Kedamath have also contrib-
uted b a surprising rise in ihe temple’s footfall, The
temple has been witnessing record-breaking footfal
sinca, becaming a histone landmark for Kedarmath

Prime Minister Narendra Modi through his
enthusiastic participation and promation of yoga
and meditation has boosted the internalional profile
of these practices along with restoring spiritual
tourksm in Uttarakhand, attracting Innumerabie
followers 1o the peaceful and hallowed surroundings
of the Himalayas.

186 villages of the state identified by the name of herbs,

Ayurveda department sends report to AYUSH Ministry

T hie state governmant has dentified 186 villages of

and 13 villages in Uttarkashi were identified &5 Herbal
Villages. This initiative of the department will promote
environmental protection

Along with this, people will be aware aboul Ayurve-
ta herbs. He said that from need month, Ayurveda
programmes will be started in 3900 schools in the state.
Under this, Ayurveda doclors will go 1o schooks and make
tha children aware. 13 villages in the state will be devel-
oped as Ayush Villages. Regular camps of Ayurveda, Yoga,
and Homeopathy will be organised in these villages.

walt of AYUSH doctors waiting for appointment in the
state of Uttarakhand for a kong time is now over. The
government has issued orders for the appoiniment
of a total of 245 candidates including 242 Ayurveda
medical officers, ane Unani, one Yoga and Naturopa-
thy and cne Manager State Pharmacy.

Recrultment process was started for 257 medical
officer posts

Uttarakhand Medical Selection Board started the
recruitment process for 253 medical officer posts of

a meditation hub

those imvolved in homestays and local
food production, are flowrishing. He
backed the growth of 100% homestay-
basad tourism, which not only conserves
the lacal architecture and culture but
also provides sustainable job prospects
for the locals.

In his speech, Chief Minister Dhami
also addressed the necessity for

The Chief Minister’s visit to Adi Kailash strived to boost the
area as a noteworthy pilgrimage and visitor destination

enhancing infrastructure and estab-
lishments in the region. He called for
the standardization of transportation
amenities and the simplification of

the procedure for aliocating Inner Line

Permits, assuring that tourists do not
encounter any problems. He emphasised
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Ayurveda and Unani Departmeant on 11 March 2022
After completing the interview process, the final se-
lection of 243 candidates was also done, While their
appointment latters were being issued, complaints
of irregulanties in the recruitment process came in
On this, in August, the Chief Minister had ordered a
detailed investigation of the matter.

All have been placed on probation for two years,
0On this, the governmant banned the appointment
of selected candidates on the posts of Ayurveda
medical officers and handed over the inveéstigation to
the Director of Ayurveda, Now after the completion
of the investigation, the govermment has issued or-
ders Tor his appointment after the approval of Chiel

Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami

‘Milestones

n international Yoga Day,
Chiel Minister Pushiar
Singh Dhami performed

yoqga al Adl Kaitash, a venerated
place situated about 15,000

feet above sea beved in the
sacred land of Lord Shiva, This
occasion not only highlighted the
importance of yoga in improving
physical, mental, and spiritual
will-being but also emphasized
the cultural and refigious legacy
of the piace.

the significance of incorporating
yoga Into day-to-day routines for
physical, mental, and emotional
stahility.

The Chief Minkster's visit to Adi
Kaillash also strived to boost the
area as a noteworthy pilgrimage
and visitor destination. He stated
that the idea of Prime Minister
Karendra Modi has been instry-
mental in bringing transnational
acclaim to the location. The Prime
Ministers visil to Pithoragarh and

Jyolingkong kast year has already
extended the inflow of travelers
and pilgrims, turming Adi Kailash,
Om Parvat, and Parvisti Sanovar
into bustling locations of spiritual
and cultural Wounsm.

The Chiet Minister emphasized
the financial advantages thal im-
proved toursm brings to the local
residents. With mare visitors and
pilgrims visiting Adi Kailash and
its surmounding neighborhoods,
local enterprises, particularhy

the significance of maintaining sensi-
tivity and clarity in these procedures
to evade any turmoil in this sensitive
boeder region

Environmental protection was
another essential emphasis of the Chief
Minister's address. He voiced concemn
over the pollution of the environment
and the drying up of natural water
sources. He infermed strategies to
restare traditional streams, springs,
and ghats, encouraging everyone lo
contribute to this cause,

.

CM stressed that
the idea of Prime
Minister Modi

has been instrumental
in bringing aboul
transnational acclalm
to the location

formative influence of yoga,
defining it as a convergence of
body, mind, and soul that brings
confentment and calmness

to humans. He extended an
invitation to Shiva followers and
visitors from around the globe
1o visit Adi Kailash, highlighting

In his address, Chief Minister
Dhami highlighted the frans-

AN NERADD ONVHNVHVLLO Wi 21

With a strong infrastructure and strategic endeavours,
Uttarakhand has arisen as a leader in reviving age-old
medicinal approaches and assuring their accessibility to all

he Departmant of AYUSH
I in Uttarakhand has made
noteworihy strides in
piavaling and incorporating con-
ventional Ayurvedic and Unani
methods of medicine into the

state’s healthcare framework.

HEALTHCARE FACILITIES

AND INSTITUTIONS
Uttarakhand has a network of
546 Ayurvedic and Unani hospi-
tals, furnishing essential medi-

cal care mainly via conventional
technigues. These include
541 Ayurvedic and five Unani
hospitals, alongside specialised
facilities in establishmanis
like the Government Ayurve-
dic College in Rishikul and
Gurukul Kangn, Haridwar. These
organisations not only deliver
treatment, but also act as hubs
for teaching and research In
Ayurvedic medicine.

Under the National Rurak Health

Mission (NRHM), Ayush wings
hawve besn established in 206
allopathio hospitals, further incar-
porating conventional approaches
infto mainstream healthcare, This
endeavour advances to commu-
nity health centers and primary
health centers, assuring exhaus-
tive healthcare services across
rural and metropolitan regions.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
Uttarakhand has five Ayurvedic

colleges, including two govern-
ment instilutions, committed
to providing quality teaching in
Ayurvedic medicing. Notably,
Rishikul Government Ayurvedic
College, Handwar, provides
postgraduate education in
seven specialised topics,
augmenting the collection of
qualified Ayurvedic practi-
tioners in the area,

The state also underscoras
training programmes for Ayurve-
dic nurses ant pharmacisis,
enabling qualified healthcare
specialists yearly. Privale sector
endeavours complement gov-
emment measures, contributing
greatly 1o the workforce in
Ayurvedic medicine and corre-
sponding domains.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND
MANUFACTURING

The Government Pharmaceu-
tical Laboratory in Rishikul,

Handwar, plays a key part in

making Ayurvedic medicines
1o fulfill hospital neads. This
establishment assures the
avallability of high-quality,
standardized Ayurvedic
formulations, that align with
national health priosties

Under NRHM, Ayush
wings have been
established in 206
allopathic hospitals,
further incorporating

REGULATION AND
QUALITY ASSURANCE
Uttarakhand keeps slrict
benchmarks for Ayurvedic

and Unani medicines via its

State Drug Licensing Officer,
Licensing and supervision
ensure compliance with Good
Manufacturing Practices
(GMP), with the majority of
pharmacies already licensed.
Measures are confinuing to
improve certification for @i
pharmacies, including well-
known labels acknowledged
nationally and globally.

RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT

The establishment of 2

State Drug Testing Labora-
tory in Haridwear highlights
Uttarakhand’s dedication to
promoting research and as-
suring the effectivenass and
safety of Ayurvedic medicines.
This establishment fosters
strict testing and verification,
boosting trust in conventional
medicinal practices.

| congratulate the Uttarakhand
government on the remarkable

progress achieved in the last few years.

This has been made possible by sustained
policy push and focus on key sectors such
as tourism and renewable energy. Alongside,
the state has made significant strides in
infrastructure development, setting new
benchmarks for sustainable growth.
Uttarakhand’s commitment to harnessing its
natural resources and promoting tourism has
not only bolstered its economy but also
showcased its potential on the global stage.
| applaud the state's dedication to inclusive
development and look forward to its
continued success in the years ahead.”

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

Uttarakhand’s

AYUSH Policy

- Under the leadership of PM Narendra
- Modi and the guidance of Uttarakhand

- CM Pushkar Singh Dhami, Uttarakhand’s
- AYUSH Policy outlines innovative

- strategies to integrate traditional

- healthcare practices with modern

- methods, aiming for holistic, wellness

Transforming healthcare landscape

fPRCS:DEPR, UTTARAKHAND GOVERNMENT

.-'j

nown as the “Devb-
hoomi' or "Land of Goas',
ttarakhand is deemed to

i evolve as an international center

i far AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga &

i Naturopalby, Unanl, Siddha; and

i Homeopathy) practices, leveraging
£ Ats rich natural and cultural legacy.
i The AYUSH Policy of Uttarakhand

i summartses enterprising strate-

: gies to Incorporate conventional

¢ healthcare procedures with

i contemporary methods, striving

i for holistic weliness and financial
i development.

With a terrain endowed by he

i Himalayas, Uttarakhand has long
¢ been associated
i with Ayurveda

i and Yopa. The

i pokicy strives to
i capitalise on this
i legacy by enabling

i the cultivation of .'
¢ over 1,000 rare

i medicinal plants
i native to the

i area. Endeavours
i such as the Chief
i Minister Medicinal
i Plant Development
; Programme arg

£ set to involve

i 50,000 farmers

¢ In growing these
i plants, promoting sustainable
i larming approaches, and aug-
i menting regional revenues

In the domain of AYLISH produc-

¢ lion, Uttarakhand atready has a

i -strong drive, backed by ample raw
! materials and promising business
i necessities. The stale hosts mul-

i liple GMP-certified manufacturing
i depariments making a vast array

i of AYUSH medicines and consumer
i ftems. Under the new policy, mone
i incentives and assistance will be

¢ pffered to enable more units to

i attain WHO GMP certification and

i adhere to global quality norms

¢ This action is anticipated to greatly
i imprave the sector's contribution

i lothe state’s GOF, presently evaiu-
¢ -ated al Rs 4,000-5,000 crora.

Healthcare constitiites anather

- and economic growth

comerstonge of Uttarakhand’s
AYUSH approach, with the state
having one of the country's
highest concentrations of AYUSH
healthcare establishments. The
padicy summarises strategies (o
accredit all specified govemment
AYUSH heafthcare centers under
the NABH {Mational Accreditation
Board for Hospitals & Healthcare
Providers) within five years. This
accreditation will not only improve
service guality, but also incor-
porate AYUSH treatments with
allopathic healthcare systems,
assuring complete medical care
for all citizens

Wellness
tourism, already
Inriving kn Uttara-
khand due fo its
natural magnifi-
cence and spintual
es5ence, is set to
obtain addifional
growth, The policy
proposes building
health centers and
resorts across the
slate, concen-
trating on places
like Kasar Davi
and Harsll known
for thelr natural
healing effects,

Education amd research ane es-
sential elements of Uttarakhand's
AYUSH concept, with organisations
like the Uttarakhand Ayurved Uni-
versity ushering the charge. The
policy supporis NAAC accreditation
of all AYLISH academic colleges
wathin five years, promoting edu-
cational superiority and assuring
graduates are quakified to fulfil
international norms

Governance-wise, the depart-
ment of AYLISH will spearhead
padicy undertaking, leaming
closely with other state divisions
and stakeholders, A single-window
clearance system will facilitale
imvestment processes, drawing
private sector participation and
promating financial expansion
across all AYUSH segments

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE
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HC seeks clarification from Tourism
Dept on UTDB appointment

PNS m DEHRADUN

The Uttarakhand High
Court has sought clarifica-
tion from the State government
on the process of appointment
of the subject expert (water
sports) in the Uttarakhand
Tourism Development Board
(UTDB).

Hearing a quo warranto writ
petition filed by Dehradun
resident Shakti Singh Bartwal,
the division bench of Chief
Justice G Narendar and Justice
Ashish Naithani asked the State
government, Tourism secre-
tary and CEO of UTDB to sub-
mit their explanations on the
issue. According to the peti-

tioner, the UTDB appointed
one Bhupendra Singh Pundir
as subject expert (water sports)
on June 19, 2024. The petition
claims that the minimum edu-
cational qualification required
for this position was a bache-
lor’s degree, whereas the select-
ed candidate had submitted a
diploma certificate with his
application which rendered
him not eligible for the post. In
the hearing, the HC raised
questions regarding the edu-
cational qualification of the
selected candidate. It also
remarked that it was beyond
understanding how a candidate
serving in the military could

obtain a bachelor’s degree with-
out attending regular classes.

The court asked the govern-
ment as to how a person with-
out a bachelor’s degree was
appointed to the position and
did the selection committee
observe transparency in the
appointment process. It also
asked if other eligible candi-
dates were deliberately exclud-
ed from the process.

The next hearing in the case
is scheduled on March 5 in
which the court has asked
Pundir to remain present.

PNS m DEHRADUN

After a dry and compara-
tively warmer spell which
lasted a few days, the weather
is forecast to take a turn in the
State on Tuesday with rain
likely in at least four districts.
The State Meteorological
Centre has forecast that very
light to light rainfall is likely to
occur at isolated places in
Dehradun, Uttarkashi,
Rudraprayag and Chamoli dis-
tricts on Tuesday. Apart from
this, the weather is forecast to
remain dry in the remaining
districts of the State.

The provisional State capital

Dehradun is forecast to witness

a mainly clear sky becoming
partly cloudy towards the after-
noon/evening. The maximum
and minimum temperatures
are likely to be about 27 degrees
Celsius and 11 degrees Celsius
respectively in Dehradun today.

Meanwhile, the maximum
and minimum temperatures
recorded in the State on
Monday were 26.4 degrees
Celsius and 10.6 degrees
Celsius respectively in
Dehradun, 27.2 degrees Celsius
and 7.6 degrees Celsius in
Pantnagar, 16.6 degrees Celsius
and 2.4 degrees Celsius in
Mukteshwar and 16.4 degrees

Rains forecast today in mountains
after dry, warmer spell

Celsius and 5.2 degrees Celsius
in New Tehri. The maximum
temperature was three degrees
Celsius above normal while the
minimum was a degree above
normal in Dehradun. The max-
imum was two degrees above
normal and the minimum was
a degree below normal in
Pantnagar while in
Mukteshwar the maximum was
two degrees above normal and
the minimum was a degree
below normal. In Tehri the
maximum was two degrees
below normal while the mini-
mum was a degree below nor-
mal.

Kandwal to continue as

chairperson

PNS m DEHRADUN

he chairperson of the

Uttarakhand State
Commission for Women
(USCW) Kusum Kandwal will
continue in her role till the gov-
ernment appoints a new eligi-
ble person to the said position.

of USCW

time, no new appointment has
been made to the position. In
light of the difficulties faced in
the functioning of the USCW,
the authorities have decided
that Kandwal will remain in her
role and continue to perform

T ol

According to the officials,
Kandwal's term as the USCW
chairperson expired on January
6, 2025. However, since that

the duties of the commission
till a new chairperson is
appointed.

Self-medication affects health

PNS m DEHRADUN

Doctors have cautioned
against self-medication
as it can result in kidney
damage and various other
health issues. It has been
observed that the advance-
ment of technology has led
individuals to turn to plat-
forms like social media for
medical guidance, often opt-
ing for self-treatment rather
than consulting healthcare
professionals. Regarding this,
doctors emphasised that
relying on online health
information can have detri-
mental effects and recom-
mend seeking advice from a
qualified doctor for lasting
solutions.

Deputy medical superin-
tendent at the Government
Doon Medical College
(GDMC) Dr NS Bisht said
that he has also observed this
trend, where individuals
increasingly search online
for remedies or medications
for various ailments. He

highlighted that becoming a
qualified doctor requires
approximately 10 years of
training, whereas informa-
tion available through other
channels can create an illu-
sion of expertise in a matter
of seconds. Therefore, indi-
viduals should consider who
possesses the greater level of
experience in healthcare
matters.

He stated that many indi-
viduals resort to self-med-
ication without consulting
doctors, relying instead on
medications, painkillers and
other remedies prescribed
by various sources. This
practice of self-medication,
can result in serious health
issues such as general kidney
failure, gastric problems and
other complications.
Therefore, he advised indi-
viduals against using any
antibiotics or medications
without prior consultation
with a doctor. He also

emphasised that while home
remedies may be beneficial
for short-term relief, they are
not suitable for long-term
treatment.

“Self-medication from var-
ious sources is a misguided
practice that many people
engage in, often without

adversely

trict hospital Dr VS

Chauhan.

He emphasised that one
should not rely on health
consultation from different
mediums including social
media.

uttarakhand 04

24 Patanjali students
secure jobs in

placement

PNS m HARIDWAR

In a significant achieve-
ment for the University of
Patanjali, 24 students of the
final semester of
MSc, BSc, BA,
PGDYA and PGDYS
courses of the
department of Yoga
Science were suc-
cessfully placed dur-
ing the campus
placement drive held
on Sunday. The drive
resulted in successful
job placements for
students in various
positions at Anant
Yogalaya Private
Limited.

The university’s
placement officer
Vinay Kumar Sharma
expressed happiness over
the success of the place-
ment drive, highlighting that
it was organised to offer
students employment
opportunities while they are
still completing their studies.

drive

He further stated that the
university is committed to
providing quality education

along with excellent career
opportunities. The selected
students expressed their
happiness and gratitude
towards the university and
the participating companies.

understanding the under-
lying causes of their con-
ditions. For instance, when
experiencing a headache,
individuals may choose
painkillers without dis-
cerning the reason for their
pain. Such self-medication
practices can lead to
adverse health effects,
including kidney damage
and ulcers, due to the con-
sumption of medication
without a doctor's guid-
ance. Thus, it is crucial to
seek professional medical
advice before taking any
medication.” said the med-
ical superintendent of the
Deen Dayal Upadhyay dis-

Local residents throng
city markets ahead of
Mahashivratri

PNS m DEHRADUN

any local residents have

been observed in the
city's major markets, including
Paltan Bazaar and Hanuman
Chowk, in preparation for the
Mahashivratri celebration,
which will take place on
February 26 this year. In addi-
tion to the bustling markets,
temples have also been deco-
rated for the occasion. Notably,
Mabhashivratri is celebrated on
the fourteenth day of the wax-
ing phase of the lunar month
of Phalguna. As part of the cel-
ebration, individuals often pay
tribute to Lord Shiva through
fasting and the offering of
Prasad.

The owner of a Pooja shop
Vibhu Pandey said that with
only one day remaining for
Mahashivratri, he has observed
a significant increase in the
number of devotees visiting his
shop to purchase Pooja sup-
plies. He said that many devo-
tees were buying Kalash to
offer milk and water to the
Shivling. Additionally, there is
a rising demand for Shiv idols
for home Pooja rituals.

A local resident, Yashika

Chanchal said, "Every vyear,
my husband and I fast togeth-
er on Mahashivratri. In prepa-
ration, I have completed my
shopping for both the Pooja
and the fast. I have purchased
fruits such as Ber, bananas and
apples, which I will present to
Lord Shiva first thing in the
morning of Mahashivratri."
Beyond the Pooja shops, tem-
ples are also being adorned
with flowers and lights.
Further, many individuals
flocked to fruit vendors to
make their purchases.

In light of this, fruit vendor
Raju Hari stated that in antic-
ipation of Mahashivratri, there
is a notable increase in the
demand for fruits, particular-
ly Ber, which is regarded as the
favourite fruit to offer to Lord
Shiva on this occasion. He
said that he has been selling
Ber at the price of Rs 80 per
kilogramme. However, he said
that on the day of
Mabhashivratri, the demand for
Ber is expected to rise signifi-
cantly among the local resi-
dents.

No paddy cultivation in
Udham Singh Nagar during
summer sans permission: DM

PNS m RUDRAPUR

Expressing concern at the
depleting groundwater
level in Udham Singh Nagar,
district magistrate Nitin Singh
Bhadauria said that paddy
will not be grown in the sum-
mer without permission.
Chairing a meeting with offi-
cials, he directed all the sub
divisional magistrates to tour
the rural areas along with
officials of the Agriculture
department, Rural
Development department and
Lekpals. They should raise
awareness among farmers on
alternatives to paddy in the
summer and also encourage
them to plant such crops
instead. The district magist-
srate said that paddy should
not be sown in the summer by
any farmer without permis-
sion.

During the meeting he also
directed all the sub division-
al magistrates and Tehsildars
to tour their respective areas

and ensure action against
those sowing paddy without
permission. He further said
that in the case of applications
received from farmers for
sowing paddy, their fields
should be surveyed before
granting the permission.
Bhadauria said that the culti-
vation of paddy in the sum-
mer is depleting the ground-
water level. Considering this
and the negative impact on
the environment, other crops
like maize, sugarcane and hor-
ticultural crops should be
encouraged as alternatives to
paddy in the summer. All the
sub divisional magistrates and
block development officers
should tour their respective
areas. They should hold talks
with the farmers and horti-
culturists while also raising
awareness on the negative
effects of cultivating summer
paddy, the district magistrate
said.

Mentored student receives Rs
5 lakh for startup under DUY

PNSm DEHRADUN

mentored student of the

project Devbhoomi
Udhyamata Yojana (DUY)
has received Rs five lakh for
her startup in Uttishtha 2025,
organised by IIM Kashipur.
This funding is intended for
her startup, Eco Nexus
Innovation, which focuses
on sustainable material inno-
vation by converting pine
needles into non-resilient
fibre (NRF) boards. These
boards can be utilised in fur-
niture, cabinetry and shelving.
Siddiqui is a student at
Government Postgraduate
College, New Tehri.

Regarding this, Health
minister Dhan Singh Rawat
congratulated Siddiqui on
her achievement. He said,
"This is the result of the pos-
itive efforts of the Higher
Education department,
enabling our girl students to
establish their identities on

L)

ing the prime minister's
vision of developing India
and will provide all possible
assistance to such initiatives”
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PUBLIC NOTICE

¢ iciciBanik

Registered Office: ICIC| Bank Tower, Mear Chakli Circle, Old Padra Road, Vadodara- 390 007
Corporate Office: ICICI Bank Towers, Bandra-Kurla Complex Mumbai 400051

GOLD E-AUCTION CUM INVITATION NOTICE
The below mentioned borrowers have been issued notice to p? off their outstanding amount towards the facility against gold
ormaments.("Facility") availed by them from ICICI Bank Limited ('

be held online

"ICICI Bank"). We are constrained to conduct an E-Auction of
ledged gold ornaments on Mar 07, 2025 as they have failed to re pcr the dues. ICICI Bank has the authority to remove account
‘change the E-Auction date without any prior notice. Auction wil

between 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm. For detailed Terms and conditions, please loginto given website. In case of deceased borrower,
all conditions will be applicable to legal heirs.

-https:/fjewel-auction.procuretiger.com

Loan A/C No. | Customer Name

Loan A/C Mo, | Custemer Name

Loan A/C Mo. | Customer Mame

Branch Mame: Dehradun - Anurag
Chowk

Branch Mame: Dehradun-
Freetienclave

243805001205 [Bhupendra Singh

097962005025 | Sachin Sharma

243805001516 [Bhupendra Singh

Branch MName: Gadarpur

Branch Mame: Hainital

OBB06Z005666 Asha Kohli
O9BO062005487 Prama Shahi
Branch MName: Roorkee

4DS.‘I.DEC|GD729I Akshay Bhuddi

OD1LIGZ0 [ Anchal Goel

243805001530 [Bhupendra Singh

Branch Name: Dehradun - Prem
MNagar

Branch Name: Kashipur-
Katoratalroad

Branch Hame: Rudrapur-
U.S.Magar

160162003378 | Mohd Uman

Branch NMame: Khatima

740205000556 litender Singh | |555505002284] nisha Sonkar
740205000587 | Gabbar Singh Branch Mome: Kichho
Bisht i 58 irshad Ali
Branch Name: Dehradun - Selaqui 199062002591 Geeta Arora
467762000193 Sumer Singh Branch Mame: Loharia Salmalla

Kandiyal

734062000287 Aneeta Devi

160062001378 Gowvind Gopal

Joshi

160062001875 | Abhay Agan~al

Branch Mame: Srinagar-

Badrinathroad
117662001837 Anju Dewi
117662001840 Dalip Singh

117662001841 Chandrakanta

Puri

Date : 25.02.2025

Q’Iace : Dehradun, Garhwal, Udham Singh Magar, Haridwar, Nainital, Pithoragarh

S/d Authorised Officer
For ICICI Bank Limited/

' SMFG

Hayl Asha. Naya Vishwas.

Grihashakti|gymerate oft - 503

SMFG India Home Finance Co. Ltd.

(Formerly Fullerton India Home Finance Co. Ltd.)
& 504, 57 Floor, G-Block, Insipre BKC, BKC Main Road, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (E), Mumbai - 400051
Regd. Off. : Commerzone IT Park, Tower B, 1st Floor, No. 111, Mount Poonamallee Road, Porur, Chennai — 600116, TN

POSSESSION NOTICE FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY [(Appendix IV) Rule 8(1)]

WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of SMFG India Home Finance Co. Ltd. (Formerly Fullerton
India Home Finance Co. Ltd.) a Housing Finance Company [duly registered with National Housing Bank (Fully Owned
by RBI)] (hereinafter referred to as “SMHFC™) under Secuitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assests and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002), and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13({12) read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Motice dated mentioned below under Section 13(2) of the said Act
calling upon you being the borrowers (names mentioned below) to repay the amount mentioned in the said notice and interest
thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said nolice. The borrowers mentioned herein below having failed to repay
the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers mentioned herein below and to the public in general that the undersigned
has Taken Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on me under sub-section (4) of
Section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The borrowers mentioned here in above
in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with said property and any dealings with the property will be
subject to the charge of “SMHFC” for an amount as mentioned herein under and interest thereon.

Additionally, the secretary
of the Higher Education
department Ranjit Kumar
Sinha highlighted that the
government is actively work-
ing to create an ecosystem for
innovation and entrepre-
neurship in line with the
National Education Policy
(NEP). He said that through
the DUY, a new generation of

hosp.)

| Satendra Kumar S/o Goverdhan

Prasad R/fo H.No.111,
Krishnapuram, Majri Mafi, LIL.P.
Po:
Uttarakhand
changed my name to Satendra
Kumar Bahukhandi for all future
purposes.

I.1.P. Dist: Dehradun,
-248005 have

| No. 15434392L HAV (Chef
Jagdish Chandra

student entrepreneurs is being
nurtured, with the funding
received by Siddiqui serving
as a testament to this effort.
Sinha emphasised that the
entrepreneurship ecosystem
created by the DUY has not
only fostered entrepreneur-
ship in the State but has also
improved the state's startup
ranking. Further, the nodal
officer of the DUY Deepak

e

o

national platforms. The grow-
ing participation of girl stu-
dents in entrepreneurship is
commendable. The govern-
ment is committed to realis-

IIM KASHIPUR FIED

UTTISHTHA25

Annual Entrepreneurship Summir

Ministry of Agricultur m:'“r 7 o
. B Xz LK

AL T Ff'l..l s'__,.:::_,-*

Kumar Pandey expressed
gratitude to IIM for offering
opportunities to students
from remote and underserved
areas.

Kirby celebrates its 17th Family Day

PNS m HARIDWAR
Kirby Building Systems
and Structures India
Private Limited its Family
Day on its premises here
with various activities. Kirby
International senior vice
president D Raju, Kirby
India CEO PV Mohan,
senior director
(Manufacturing) KG
Philipose and other senior
company officials along with
is Haridwar vice president
(Manufacturing) Ashok Rao
and DGM (HR) Dhirendra
Chauhan were among those
who jointly inaugurated the
event. The employees and
their family members par-
ticipated in various com-

petitive and recreational
activities on the occasion
which also saw different
cultural presentations by
the staff and their family
members. A number of
employees were also felici-
tated for their performance
on the occasion. Raju said
that Kirby is also involved in
various social welfare activ-
ities. He said that the com-
pany is serious about edu-
cation and health, adding
that it has facilitated com-
puter labs and furniture in
schools. The company is
also preparing a plan to
provide better equipment
for primary health centres.

Residence Military Hospital,
Dehradun Uttarakhand. In my
Army Documents my mother's
name is wrongly entered as
Sundri Devi whereas the correct
and true name should be Sundari
Devias perAadhar card.
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The Pioneer does not take
responsibility for the content for
the advertisement
(Display/Classified) carried in
this newspaper. The paper does
not endorse the same. Readers
are requested to verify the
contents on their own.

For advertisement booking

9045057787, 8909212518

Email: pioneerdoon@gmail.com

Place : Haridwar, Dehradun, Uttrakhand
Date : 18.02.2025 / 20.02.2025 / 21.02.2025

Sl. | Name of the Borrower(s) Description of Secured Assets Demand Notice Date of
No.| /Guarantor(s) LAN (Immovable Property) Date & Amount Possession
Aproperty Residential House, Admeasuring East 22 Feet, West 20.11.2024
. 22 Feet, North 31 Feet South 31 Feet, Having Total Area 682 Rs. 14,30,726/-
LN ST %0210728132 [Sqsit, Having Three Rooms, Leatrine, Bahroom, Kitchen,| ~ (Rupees Fourteen
1 |5 Shabnam. Wio Earkan, [Mumty, Bearing Its Khasra No. 1584, Situated At Vikanagar,| Lakh Thirty Thousand [ 20.02.2025
3 Shabnam '|Colony, Village- Salempur 2nd., Mahdood, Pargana Roorkee|Seven Hundred Twenty
' Thsil & Distt. Haridwar, East:- Passage 17.5 Feet Wide., West Six Only) as On
i Land of other, North :- Plot of Other, South :- Plot of Other. 18.11.2024
A ResidentalProperty Having it No.02, Block- . HavingLand| KLy (Rs
. otal Area of , 9. Fit. i.e. 81.. q. Mtrs., Khasra No. :- f iy " -
2 I{“Sh‘eihmlﬁs:?fgml\giﬂﬂ?a‘lnf Situated In Village Salempur Madood -02, Pargana -Roorkee ;wgll};g L:::f{%':é‘; 21.02.2025
2 Reen‘;al - ekl Tehsil & Distt. Haridwar, Boundaries as Per Deed - East:- Way ]xHun (;Jre o Sixt L
' 20 Fit Wide, West :- Plot No-25, North :- Plot No- 03, South|  ¢;on'oe %
= Plot No.- 01, g! Y,
10.09.2024
All That Property Comprising of Land Bring Khata Mo. 767 :Fasl-il 16.10.2024
LAN :- 611639211170528 | Year 1420 To 1425), Khasra No. 9 Ka Area Measuring 94.30 Sq. Rs. 24,30,990/-
g |1- Imran Islam, Sio. Mirs. With Total Govered Area Measuring 75 Sq. Mirs, Situated| (Rupees Twenty Four | 40 45 500
Islam, AtMauza Navada, Pargana Parwa Doon, Distt. Dehradun. East| Lakhs Thirty Thousand e
2. Shabnam, W/o. Imran  |:- 15 Fit. Wide Road, West:- Property of Shri Dilshad, North -] Nine Hundred Ninty
Property of Others, South :- 15 Fit Wide Road Only) as On 14.10.2024

Sd/-
Authorized Officer, SMFG INDIA HOME FINANCE CO. LTD.
(Formerly Fullerton India Home Finance Co. Ltd.)

Ja> 37 aBNGT
Bank of Baroda

POSSESSION

E (For Immovable Property)

" (As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the BANK OF BARODA, under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under
section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a demand notice calling upon the
Borrower/Guarantors as given below to repay the amount mentioned below within 60 days from the receipt of the said notice.
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/Guarantors and the publicin general
[that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/ her
under Section (4) of section 13 of the act read with rule 8 of the security interest Enforcement rules, 2002 on the date mentioned
below against their names. The Borrower/Guarantors in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property, and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of BANK OF BARODA, Garhwal Jal
Sansthan, BRANCH, DEHRADUN for an amount detailed below and interest together with expenses thereon. The
|Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section 8 of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to

Branch: Garhwal Jal
nsthan,Deh n

Borrower: Mr. Manish
(Chaudhary and Mr. Kajal
(Chaudhary and Guarantor
Shri Krishan Pal Bisht.

red the secured

Date of ndin
:o. B,,,,’:,f';",:,&ﬂ‘;::mm Description of Immovable Properties Dﬁgzﬁ:l;d Olﬁf\:zuﬂl 9
1. Equitable Mortgage dated 21.03.2016 All that Second Floor Portion |15.10.2024 Rs. 18,82,951.95/

(Without roof right) property forming part of Khasra No. 758 (THDC
Plot no. 36 and 37) situated at Mauza Dehra Khas, Pargana Central
Doon, District- Dehradun having covered area 63.27 Sq mirs and e oo niractual rate w.e.
propertionate land area out of Total plot area measuring 131.11 sq FTWRNeI 45 90 o024 plus
mirs. Property standing in the name of Shri Manish Chaudhary son |20 92,2025 .

of Late Shri Satish Kumar Chaudhary. & Mrs. Kajal Chaudhary wio |~

Manish Chaudhary Boundaries of Property: East: 20 ft. wide Road, West:
Land of Others, North: Land of Smt.Shahina, South: Land of Others.

and further interest
thereon at the

costs charges &
expenses lill date
of payment.

Date : 24.02.2025

Place: Dehradun

Authorized Officer, Bank of Baroda

- =
USE— 1955 / FAR 30 / 2024—25
HAIAHRYT &I G2

&-forfdeT Fmen

feid— 24.02.2025

forar s 2 f5 TR M, gRER R i s9ge afadl /Sdart |
ERER, &¥a! UIel Rerd 03 werell W thel — B &1 3a1 fabd S+ 2 faTd 25.02.2025 ¥ faid
11.03.2025 dF <CIU8Y 2:00 9ol dd s—(Afder amafsa & w2 e ud dewse
www.uktenders.gov.in 3TTETS @1 ST W&l & |

TURRH B o $98F @fth /HH MU B DI AWafth Tgd &Y | §odllodgo TG G 3T=T
faawor anmu® gRT JawTEe www.uktenders.gov.in TR SEaTS fohdl o Wahd & |

50| HIc Ud oo |¥cl &I Arsel|ffaqr @ yd|adam 9 10 ufaera| exisw  [2fbFd 25

[o| BT AM UG I G&AI|UTe g [dere) fifderer | gawafdr | wferera
ATdI g9 W 6'x 6'

1 e e B e | YOI W0-02 92,00,000/- 1,01,20,000/- | 2,02,400/- |25,30,000/-
HeTeR W Ug g 6'x6'

2 |G arer g | <A <io—03 1,26,00,000/-|  1,37,50,000/- | 2,75,000/- [34,37,5001/-
T B a1

6'x6'
3 ;g?% e et Ho—o5 | 95.50.000/- 1,05,05,000/- | 2,10,100/- [26,26,250/-

WS TR Agad, TR e eRER
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It is time to invest in MP: PM Modi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
BHOPAL

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said with
a strong talent pool and thriv-
ing industries, Madhya
Pradesh is becoming a pre-
ferred business destination
and that this is the time, and
right time, to invest in the
state.

He was speaking after
inaugurating the mega
'Invest Madhya Pradesh -
Global Investors Summit-
2025' at the Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya, located near
the picturesque Upper Lake
in Bhopal, to showcase the
state's infinite possibilities
for investors and
industrialists.

Modi said the World Bank
has expressed confidence
that India will continue to be
the world's fastest growing
economy in the coming
years.

The World Bank recently
said in its Global Economic
Prospects report that India
will remain the fastest-
growing major economy for
next two years.

Modi  also  said  the
Deregulation Commission
will help create investment-
friendly regulatory

PM Narendra Modi with Madhya Pradesh CM Mohan attends the Global Investors Summit 2025 in Bhopal PTI

ecosystem in the states.
India is emerging as the top
supply chain for global
aerospace firms, he said,
adding that textile, tourism
and technology sectors will
generate crores of jobs in the
years to come.

The PM also unveiled 18 new

policies of the Madhya
Pradesh government, aimed
at attracting major

investment in the BJP-ruled
state. "With a strong talent
pool and thriving industries,

Madhya Pradesh is becoming
a preferred business
destination," Modi said.
"This is the time, and right
time, to invest in the state,"
the prime minister said.

"The speed of development
in Madhya Pradesh has
doubled after the formation
of the 'double engine'
government in the state,” he
said.

Modi further said Madhya
Pradesh is among the leading
states in India's electric

vehicles revolution.

There are several
opportunities in the health
and wellness sector in the
country, he said, adding,
"The world is liking the 'heal
in India' mantra".

Modi said in the past two
decades, MP has seen a lot of
transformations.

There were issues pertaining
to electricity and water, and
law and order was even
worse. In such a scenario,
industrial development was

difficult, he noted.

But in the past 20 years, with
the help of the people, the
BJP  state  government
focused on governance.

Two decades ago, people
used to stay away from
investing here (in MP), and
now it is among the top states
in the country for
investment, Modi said.

He said that a few days ago, a
UN organisation on climate
change called India a "solar
power superpower”.

"This organisation also said
that while many countries

only talk, India shows
results," Modi added.
On the occasion, Chief

Minister Mohan Yadav said
with the organisation of the
Global Investors Summit
here, Madhya Pradesh will
make its identity as a major
global investment
destination.

Yadav said his government is
committed to double the
state's economy in the next
five years, as part of the
country's commitment to
make India a developed
nation by 2047.

Madhya Pradesh has decided
to observe 2025 as a year of
industries and employment,
as part of its commitment
towards making India a
developed nation, he added.

nation 05

BJP set up factory of ‘jumlas’
in Assam says Congress

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

he Congress on Monday

demanded answers from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
over alleged corruption under
the Himanta Biswa Sarma dis-
pensation in Assam and assert-
ed that the "double dhokha
(betrayal) government" will be
held accountable for its "sins"
in the assembly polls next year.
Congress president
Mallikarjun ~ Kharge said
Modi has set up a "factory of
jumlas" in Assam, whose
mastermind is the most
corrupt chief minister of the
BJP.
"Recently, Congress leaders in
Assam have been attacked
both ways - politically and
physically! The public will
respond to these attacks by
forming a Congress
government after one year,"
Kharge said in a post on X.
The state of Assam is
suffering the consequences of
corruption, hatred and
misgovernance by the "land
mafia of the BJP", he alleged.
"The unemployment of the
youth, the helplessness of the
tea garden workers, the
rebuke of the Hon'ble
Supreme Court on the issue of

illegal foreigners and the
hypocrisy of the BJP are well
known.

"The state has lagged behind
on every scale of development
and economically. 3.5 Crore
people of Assam are
extremely angry, no slogan of
Modi ji can cool their anger
now. Change is certain in
Assam and the North-East,"
he asserted.

Addressing a press conference
ahead of Prime Minister
Modi's visit to Assam,
Congress general secretary
in-charge of party affairs in
the state, Jitendra Singh, said
what magic lamp did Modi
give to the Assam chief
minister that he (Sarma)
became a business tycoon.
"Himanta Biswa Sarma has
built an entire empire in
Assam. The Chief Minister of
Assam owns many tea
gardens, news portals, a big
outlet of McDonald's,
international schools and lots
of lands. A lot of land has
been purchased in tribal areas
including Majuli, Kamrup,
Guwahati, Nagaon, Golaghat,
where land cannot be
purchased," he said at the
presser also addressed by
Assam  Congress  chief
Bhupen  Borah, Gaurav

Gogoi, Pradyut Bordoloi,
Pawan Khera, among others.
Singh also alleged that rat-
hole mining was happening
under the nose of Assam CM.
If all this is happening, then
are Narendra Modi's agencies
investigating, he asked.

State Congress chief Borah
said Assam Tribal Students
Organization has asked three
questions to PM Modi today.
During the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, Modi had promised
that the daily wage of 11 Lakh
tea workers of Assam would
be increased to I351 but
today this wage is between
%250 and %220, Borah said.
"Narendra Modi had
promised that six
communities of Assam will be
given ST status within 100
days. This promise has not
been fulfilled till date. Rat-
hole mining is illegal in
Assam, but it still continues in
many places.

"So the question is: under
whose leadership is illegal rat-
hole mining taking place in
Assam? When will there be an
investigation into illegal rat-
hole mining, when will the
CM take action?" he said.
Borah said he was attacked a
few days ago, but no one has
been arrested till date.

VIP darshan suspended at Kashi
Vishwanath from February 25-27

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
VARANASI

nticipating a heavy rush of

devotees during
Mabhashivratri, authorities have
decided to suspend the VIP 'dar-
shan' facility at the Kashi
Vishwanath temple here from
February 25 to 27.
Kashi Vishwanath Temple's
Chief Executive Officer, Vishw
Bhushan Mishra said on
Monday that the number of
visitors to the temple has
significantly increased due to
the return flow of devotees
from the ongoing Maha
Kumbh in nearby Prayagraj.
With Mahashivratri falling on
February 26 this year alongside
the Kumbh Mela, pilgrims
from across the country, along
with saints from various
akharas, including Naga
sadhus, are expected to arrive
in large numbers to offer
prayers, he noted.
"On this occasion, the Naga
akharas will also take out a
grand procession, which will
temporarily block general
access through gate number
four of the temple. This is likely
to increase the waiting time for
regular devotees.
Given the hot and humid
weather conditions, prolonged
waiting could pose health risks,
especially for children, women,
and elderly visitors.
Keeping this in mind,
authorities have decided to
completely suspend  VIP
darshan for the three-day
period," he said. Mishra noted
that last year, around 12 Lakh
devotees  visited  Kashi
Vishwanath ~ Dham  on
Mabhashivratri.
However, given that this is a
Maha Kumbh year, the
number is expected to be even
higher.
Divisional =~ Commissioner
Kaushal Raj Sharma
emphasised the significance of
Mahashivratri  for Kashi,
saying currently, six to nine
Lakh people are visiting the
Kashi Vishwanath temple daily
during the Maha Kumbh.
On Mahashivratri, the number
is expected to reach 10 to 12

Lakh. To manage the massive
crowd, the number of queues
at all four temple gates has
been increased, and specific
timings have been allocated for
akharas and Naga sadhus,
while the remaining time slots
are reserved for general
devotees, Sharma said.

Additional arrangements have
been made within the temple
premises, including drinking

water stations, ORS and
glucose  supplies, shaded
waiting  areas,  medical

facilities, and ambulances, he
said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Kashi Zone) Gaurav
Banswal said that for crowd
management and security,
police have identified 55
locations in the city where
barricading will be enforced.
The Kashi Vishwanath temple
premises have been divided
into zones and sectors, with 13
sectors assigned to dedicated
police forces.

The area from Godowlia to
Maidagin intersection has
been declared a no-vehicle
zone, and barricading will be
strengthened up to
Dashashwamedh Ghat, he
said. To ensure smooth traffic
flow, eight traffic inspectors, 24
traffic sub-inspectors, 164
head constables, and over 300
home guards will be deployed
across the city, he added.
According to information

available on the Kashi
Vishwanath Temple's website,
on Mahashivratri, the

'Mangala Aarti'’ would be
performed at 2.15 am while the
midday 'Bhog Aarti' will be
held at 11.35 am.

However, there will be no
Saptarishi Aarti (6.15 pm),
Shringar-Bhog Aarti (8 pm)
and Shayan Aarti (10.30 pm)
on February 26, it showed.
"The temple doors will not be
closed on the day of
Mahashivratri and four-hour
aarti will be performed from
11 pm to 6.30 am the next day.
Mangala aarti will not be
performed the next day of
Mahashivratri," stated the
message on the website
attributed to the temple's trust.

Fadnavis approves 109 names
as 0SDs, PS to ministers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
MUMBAI

aharashtra Chief Minister

Devendra Fadnavis on
Monday said he cleared 109 out
of 125 names referred by cabi-
net ministers for their appoint-
ment as personal secretaries or
OSDs but didn't approve others
because they are either facing
inquiries or known as "fixers".
"I have received some 125
names of officials whom my
cabinet colleagues wanted to
appoint as either personal
secretaries (PS) or as officers
on special duty. Out of it, I have
cleared the names of 109.
"The reasons behind not
clearing the names of the
remaining (16) is either there is
some inquiry going on against
those officials or they are
known as fixers in the
administrative circles,"
Fadnavis told reporters.

He also said the rest (16) are
facing various types of
allegations. "Even if it would
hurt someone, I will not clear
such names".

Fadnavis snubbed
Agriculture Minister
Manikrao Kokate, who belongs
to the Nationalist Congress
Party, over his remarks that
even PS and OSDs are
appointed by the chief
minister, "leaving nothing in
our hands".

Kokate had said that Fadnavis
issued a stern warning to all his
cabinet colleagues to maintain
strict discipline within their
respective departments.

"He (Fadnavis) stated that any
minister who attempts to
deviate from the government's
plan risks losing their position.
There is nothing left in our
hands, as even the PS and
OSDs are appointed by the
chief minister. We will have to

also

perform now," Kokate said.
When asked about the
agriculture minister's remarks,
Fadnavis said Kokate probably
didn't know approving the
appointments of PS and OSDs
is the CM's prerogative.

"A  minister can propose
candidates, but the final
decision rests with my office,"
the CM added.

Fadnavis also  expressed
concerns regarding the issue of
illegal ~ constructions near
Mumbai, which have led to
court interventions.

"Some builders are playing a
dirty game, by first engaging in
illegal constructions and then
manipulating individuals to
file cases in court against illegal
structures.

Deputy Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde has brought this issue
to my attention. We will
intervene in the courts to end
such practices," he said.

Irtiga Mufti’s
seeks support

to ban liquor
ind and K

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
SRINAGAR

Irtiqa Mufti, the eldest daugh-
ter of Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) chief Mehbooba
Mulfti, has taken a political
stand against alcohol consump-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir, and
sought support from the public
for the party's campaign to ban
liquor in the Union Territory.
In a video message on X
seeking support for the PDP's
campaign to ban alcohol, Irtiqa
Mulfti said, "Please be a part of
our fight against alcohol and
addiction.

Sign our digital signature
campaign which I will be
linking in my bio soon. And
remember, the ban is just the
beginning”

Yogi slams SP over remarks on Kumbh arrangements

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
LUCKNOW

ttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath
slammed the opposition
Samajwadi Party on Monday,
saying that during its rule in
the state, the chief minister
did not have the time to
review Kumbh arrangements
and "a non-Sanatani was
made its in charge".
He was referring to the
Kumbh organised in 2013
when Akhilesh Yadav was
the Uttar Pradesh chief
minister and Mohammad
Azam Khan was made the in
charge of the religious
congregation in Prayagraj.
In his address in the state
assembly, Adityanath said,
"We have not played with
faith like you. In your time,
the chief minister did not
have time to see and review
the event and therefore he
appointed a non-Sanatani as
the in-charge of Kumbh."
"But here I myself was

"

UP CM Yogi Adityanath speaks as Finance Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna looks
on during the Budget session of the UP Assembly in Lucknow PTI

reviewing Kumbh and am
still doing it. This is the
reason that whoever went to
the Kumbh in 2013 saw
chaos, corruption, and
pollution.

There was no water fit for
bathing in the Triveni of
Ganga, Yamuna and
Saraswati.  The  prime
minister of Mauritius is an
example of this who refused

to take a bath," he said.

Adityanath said that this
time people are visiting the
Maha Kumbh continuously.
"The President, the prime
minister and the vice
president visited there.

The King of Bhutan came,
and heads of all other
countries of the world —
that is 74 nations — visited
the place. All of them

participated in the event
and made it successful. For
the first time... everyone
became a part of this event
and made it successful," he
added.

Adityanath alleged that in
the past one-and-a-half
months, leftists and
socialists made poisonous
statements on social media
about Maha Kumbh.

"Apart from dirt, disorder
and trouble of tourists, they
found nothing else there.
But apart from all this, their
ideology has no effect on
the ground.

There is silence on
hundreds of deaths due to
conditions during Haj. The
leftists and seculars of India
who have Dbeen seen
speaking on the Maha
Kumbh maintain silence on
that," he said.

Attacking the opposition
over their criticism of
Kumbh arrangements, he
said whoever searched for
something in Kumbh, got it.

Electricity employees to
go for nationwide strike
against privatisation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NAGPUR

The CITU backed Electricity
Employees Federation of
India has urged central govern-
ment and state government to
stop further privatisation of
power and energy sector and
decided to protest against the
implementation of Labour
Codes. The national convention
of electricity employees and engi-
neers held in Nagpur on Sunday
decided to go for stroke on June
26 and blamed Central and State
Government for "forcefully pri-
vatised its highly profitable, effi-
cient and low tariff power utili-
ty in an irregular manner".
"The National Federations of
electricity employees and
engineers under the banner of
National Coordination
Committee discussed very
gravely about the multi-prong
attacks on the public electricity
sector and the energy security
of our country.

The convention took a serious
note over the attacks on the
democratic rights of the
electricity employees and
consumers, especially in UP.
The Strike proposal was
supported by the Samyukta
Kishan Morcha and Central
Trade Union leaders present in
the Convention. The Strike is
the response to all the attacks
unleashed by the Central and
several State Governments
upon the public Power industry.
"After being elected for the
third time, the NDA
government has  become
desperate to privatise all the
public electricity utilities.
Under the diktat of the Central
government, the Chandigarh
UT Administration forcefully
privatised its highly profitable,
efficient and low tariff Power
Utility in an irregular manner.

Desperate attacks of
Privatisation ~ have  been
unleashed on Purvanchal

Vidyut Vitaran Nigam Ltd.
(PVVNL) and Dakshinanchal
Vidyut Vitaran Nigam Ltd.
(DVVNL) of Uttar Pradesh.

It will put the service of 27,000
employees and engineers and
50,000 contract workers at
stake. Electricity employees and
engineers of UP are fighting for
last 87 days defying the
instigation and attacks of the
UP  administration,”  said
Electricity Employees
Federation in a statement.

The Federation also blamed
Rajasthan Government for
starting bidding process to
privatise the Generation and
Battery Storage Projects. Battle
is going on for last several
months in Telangana, where the
Government has planned to
handover  the electricity
distribution service of South
Hyderabad Circle to Adani
group., said the Federation.

"Actually, the Central
Government is in real haste to
privatise the state DISCOMs. A
unique regional meeting on
Power sector with States and

UTs of Delhi, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Madhya

Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh has been held on
20th February, New Delhi.

As per the Press Release of the
Ministry of Power, "the States
have urged Centre for support
in privatisation of distribution"
and "Listing of Utilities will be
taken up by States to bring
investment."

Undoubtedly, all these State
governments will try to move
very fast in their privatisation
agenda," said Prasanta N
Chowdhury, General Secretary
of  Electricity ~ Employees
Federation.

"Further to facilitate the
privatisation project, a Group of
Ministers have been formed by
the Government of India and
the convener of the group is the
UP Energy Minister, who is
infamous for his privatisation
drives. And again the Central
government is coming with a
new draft of the Electricity
Amendment Bill.

The struggle is bound to be
sharpened in coming days,"
added the Federation.

Gurugram police arrests 27 cyber
criminals for defrauding ¥157.90 Crore

STAFF REPORTER M GURUGRAM

The cyber crimes teams of the
Gurugram police have arrest-
ed 27 including a minor cyber
criminals who defrauded people
in 14,633 complaints worth
%157.90 Crore, police said on
Monday.

According to the police, After
reviewing the data of the 17
mobile phones and 03 SIM
cards recovered from the
accused by the police from the
Indian Cyber Crime
Coordinate Center (I4C), it was
found that the accused were
involved in fraud of about
%157.90 Crore and around
14,633  complaints  were
registered against them across
India. In connection to this out
of 14,633 complaints 611 were
converted into cases which
were registered across India.

Out of 611 cases, 28 cases were
registered against them in
Haryana including 4 in
Gurugram.

The accused revealed before the
salutes that they used to
commit fraud by creating fake
IDs on Instagram and cheating
people, committing fraud in the
name of investment, digital
arrest, KYC related fraud and
task based fraud.

The investigation teams have
recovered 7 mobile phones, 03
SIM cards and 02 debit cards
from the possession of the
accused. "The accused used to
defraud people in the name of
investing in the stock market,
online loans and offers lucrative
offers to the victims and duped
them," Priyanshu Diwan, ACP
(south) said. He said that the
Gurugram police is closely
working with other agencies

and organisations to counter
these frauds. "We appealed to
the public to steer clear of such
dubious callers and advised
caution in sharing personal
details to strangers stalking
them online," he added.

"The cyber fraudsters commit
fraud by luring people with
good profits, investing in the
stock market, reducing
electricity bills, in the name of
buying/selling cheap goods
online, sextorting through
video calls on WhatsApp,
morphing, sending links
through various means, posing
as a customs officer/police
officer in the name of
implicating false case, in the
name of issuing a No-Objection
Certificate, digitally arresting
people by showing the fear of
implicating them in a criminal
case, etc," he said.

32 AAP MLAs, ministers in touch with
me: Punjab Congress leader Bajwa

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Congress leader Partap
Singh Bajwa Monday claimed
that 32 AAP MLAs were in
touch with him to switch sides.
Hitting back, the ruling AAP's
state unit president Aman Arora
claimed that it was Bajwa who
has made an "advance booking"
to join the BJP.

Speaking to reporters outside
the Punjab Assembly, Bajwa
also claimed that Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann was in touch
with the BJP. "When (Arvind)
Kejriwal decides to remove
him, he (Mann) will pack his
bags and join them (BJP)," he
claimed.

The leader of the opposition in
the state assembly asserted that
in his 45 years of political
experience, he has never made
any wrong statement. "We had

earlier said the Congress does
not have any intention to topple
this (AAP) government," he
said.

"I am saying this again 32 MLAs
are in touch with me. Not only
MLASs, but even ministers are in
touch with me. Aman Arora is
also aware of this matter,"
claimed Bajwa.

"They (AAP MLAs) all know
that this is their last term. They
are looking for new parties to
get tickets. I am in touch with
them (32 MLAs). We will see
who is to be brought in, who is
likely to win the polls and who
is not. It will happen at an
appropriate time."

Lashing out at Mann, the
Qadian MLA claimed that the
chief minister remained
"absent" from the House on the
first day of the two-day session
of the Punjab Assembly, which
began here on Monday.

HC dismisses plea against Mahashivratri
celebrations at Isha Foundation, Coimbatore

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Monday dismissed a peti-
tion seeking direction to
authorities concerned from
granting permission to con-
duct Mahashivratri celebra-
tions at Isha Foundation in
Coimbatore.

Petitioner S T Sivagnanan
had sought a direction to
the authorities to initiate
appropriate action against
Isha Foundation for
allegedly  operating its
facilities without adequate
sewage treatment facilities,
discharging untreated
sewage, for causing severe
noise pollution and desist
from issuing any permission
for conducting the
Mahashivratri function on
February 26 and 27 in light

of  alleged  violations
committed last year.

The Court had last week
directed the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board
(TNPCB) to verify as to

whether the rules and
regulations are  being
followed by the foundation
during Mahashivratri
celebrations.

TNPCB on Monday
informed HC that Isha

Foundation has adequate
treatment facility to handle
the sewage generated.

R Kannan, member
secretary, TNPCB stated
this in his counter affidavit
filed in response to the
petition filed by
Sivagnanan.

Kannan submitted that Isha
Foundation has provided
adequate treatment facilities
and the standard of the

Ambient Noise Level was
within ~ the  standards
prescribed by the Board. In
the premises of the Isha
Foundation, seating
capacity was only 60,000.

He said no complaint
petition has been received
from the public regarding

air, water and noise
pollution.

This yoga center has
necessary  infrastructure

facilities to handle solid,
liquid and noise pollution
during Mahashivratri
function.

The Isha Foundation has
also followed Noise Rules,
he added.

Following this, a division
bench comprising Justices S
M Subramaniam and K

Rajasekar dismissed the
petition filed by
Sivagnanan.
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German election Tik Toked

As Germany votes to elect its new chancellor, far right may
make substantial gains thanks to its Tik Tok campaign

lapse of the three-party coalition government at the end of last year. With 59.2

G ermany votes in a snap federal election, a political shake-up triggered by the col-

million eligible voters, this election is set to reshape the country’s political land-
scape, potentially heralding a shift towards conservatism and a stronger far-right pres-
ence. At the forefront of the race is Friedrich Merz, the 69-year-old leader of the con-
servative Christian Democratic Union (CDU). Merz has emerged as the frontrunner to
become Germany’s next chancellor, advocating for economic stability, stricter immigra-
tion policies, and a reassertion of Germany’s leadership in Europe.The far-right Alternative
for Germany (AfD) is poised to make historic gains, emerging as the second-largest
political force. This comes at the expense of Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s Social Democratic
Party (SPD), which has suffered due to economic stagnation and dissatisfaction with
the previous coalition government.The Green Party and the Free Democrats (FDP), both

part of the fallen coalition, have also struggled to main-
tain voter confidence. Meanwhile, the Left Party is fight-
ing to remain relevant amid internal divisions and the
broader shift in political sentiment.

This election is taking place at a critical juncture for
Germany, with pressing domestic and international chal-
lenges shaping the national narrative. Germany, the EU’s
largest economy, is grappling with slow growth, ris-
ing inflation, and concerns about industrial competi-
tiveness. Many voters are looking for a leader who can
restore economic stability and drive innovation.
Besides, the country has faced growing debates over
migration policies, with many Germans expressing con-

cerns about integration and border security. The AfD has capitalised on this sentiment,
calling for stricter immigration controls. With growing geopolitical tensions, including
relations with China, Russia, and the United States, Germany’s next leader will need to
navigate foreign policy challenges carefully. But the biggest factor that is being analysed
is why the AfD is gaining ground? Indeed, the rise of the AfD can be attributed to sev-
eral factors. Firstly, economic dissatisfaction has pushed voters towards populist rhetoric,
with the AfD portraying itself as the party of change. Secondly, frustration with the pre-
vious coalition’s handling of immigration and energy policy has bolstered nationalist sen-
timents. An interesting aspect of this election has been the role played by social media,
particularly TikTok. The AfD has effectively leveraged TikTok to reach younger audiences,
spreading populist messages through short, engaging videos, often laced with nega-
tive content. Meanwhile, mainstream parties have struggled to counteract misinforma-
tion and viral narratives that favor the far-right.This election underscores the growing
influence of digital platforms in modern politics, raising questions about regulation and
the impact of algorithm-driven content on democratic processes. Whatever the outcome,
it will have far-reaching implications for Germany, the EU and beyond.

A parrot perches on a ‘Palas’ flower, in Bastar
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New VC appointment rules

undermine State autonomy

The UGC’s draft guidelines, while ostensibly aimed at ensuring uniformity in VC
appointments, have opened a Pandora’s box of political and constitutional concerns

he University Grants
Commissions (UGC)
draft  guidelines
proposing a shift in the
appointment of Vice-
Chancellors (VCs) have ignited a
political storm. By granting
Chancellors—predominantly
Governors—the authority to con-
stitute search-cum-selection com-
mittees for appointing VCs, the
UGC has stirred concerns about
federalism, state autonomy, and
academic independence.
Adding to the controversy, non-
compliance with these guide-
lines could disqualify state univer-
sities from UGC funding
schemes, creating a direct clash
between the Centre and opposi-
tion-ruled states such as Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal,
Punjab, and Himachal Pradesh.
This move, seen as a veiled
attempt to centralise power over
state universities, places the spot-
light on India’s federal structure
and the simmering tension
between state governments and
Governors, especially in opposi-
tion-led states. At the core of the
debate is the growing role of
Governors, often viewed as prox-
ies of the Centre, in state gover-
nance.
Historically, state governments
have played a central role in
appointing VCs by constituting
independent search committees.
However, the UGC's draft propos-
es a shift, granting Governors—
functioning as Chancellors of
state universities—control over
these committees.
Governors, constitutionally
expected to act as neutral figures,
have increasingly been accused of
serving partisan interests, partic-
ularly in states like Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, and West Bengal. By for-
malizing the Governor’s role in
academic appointments, the
UGC guidelines risk politicising
the process, potentially under-
mining academic independence
and turning universities into ide-
ological battlegrounds.The fears
of state governments are not
unfounded.
In Tamil Nadu, for example, the
DMK has accused the Governor
of deliberately delaying VC
appointments to push candidates
aligned with the ruling party at
the Centre. Similarly, Kerala has
witnessed repeated stand-offs
between the Governor and the
state government over academic
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appointments. The new guide-
lines only add fuel to these
already volatile relationships.
The UGC’s draft guidelines
also raise significant constitu-
tional questions. Education, as

a subject wunder the
Concurrent List, allows both
the Centre and states to legis-
late on it. However, the
Constitution also upholds fed-
eral principles, granting states
substantial control over their
universities.

The new guidelines, by
empowering Governors to
dominate the VC appoint-
ment process, are being viewed
as an encroachment on states’
jurisdiction.Several states may
challenge these guidelines in
court, arguing that they violate
the federal structure enshrined
in the Constitution. States like
Tamil Nadu have already
passed laws to curtail the
Governor’s powers in academ-
ic governance, reflecting a
broader pushback against what
they see as an overreach by the
Centre.

For opposition-ruled states,
where educational institutions
are often viewed as bastions of
intellectual and political auton-
omy, the UGC’s guidelines
have deepened fears of central
overreach. The ruling dispen-
sations in states like Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, and West Bengal
have expressed strong appre-
hensions about Governors
using this newfound authori-
ty as an extension of the
Centre’s political influence.
In West Bengal, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
government has long accused
the Governor of interfering in
the state’s affairs, particularly in
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THE FEAR

IS THAT SUCH
INTERFERENCE
COULD STIFLE
INTELLECTUAL
DIVERSITY,
WITH
UNIVERSITIES
BECOMING
VEHICLES FOR
PROPAGATING
THE CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT’S
POLITICAL
AGENDA

the educational domain. The
UGC guidelines could exacer-
bate this friction, allowing the
Governor to influence
appointments to academic
institutions. Such moves, crit-
ics argue, undermine the intel-
lectual independence that uni-
versities in the state have his-
torically enjoyed.

In Kerala, where the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) gov-
ernment has vociferously
defended educational autono-
my, the guidelines are being
seen as an outright encroach-
ment on the state’s constitu-
tional rights. The state govern-
ment fears that politicised
appointments could compro-
mise the ideological neutrali-
ty and academic standards of
its universities.

The DMK-led Tamil Nadu
government has also repeated-
ly opposed the Governor’s
increasing interference in edu-
cational appointments. The
state has even passed legisla-
tion to reduce the Governor’s
control over the VC selection
process, only to have it stalled
by the Governor. For Tamil
Nadu, these new guidelines are
adirect challenge to the state’s
efforts to safeguard its educa-
tional institutions from exter-
nal political influence.
Universities, as centres of
higher learning, thrive on
autonomy and academic free-
dom. The UGC's intervention
threatens to compromise these
principles by potentially turn-
ing VCs into political
appointees. Critics argue that
such appointments could
erode academic indepen-
dence, with VCs prioritising
political allegiance over edu-

Navigating differences: Lessons in
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cational excellence. In oppo-
sition-led states, this concern
is particularly acute.
The fear is that such interfer-
ence could stifle intellectual
diversity, with universities
becoming vehicles for propa-
gating the central govern-
ments political agenda.This
interference also undermines
the confidence of academi-
cians and researchers.
Scholars worry that political
considerations will outweigh
merit in appointments, lead-
ing to a decline in the quality
of higher education. The
resulting chilling effect could
discourage free thought and
innovation in academic insti-
tutions.
The controversy over VC
appointments is emblematic of
a larger tussle between the
Centre and states over feder-
alism. For states like Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, and West
Bengal, the guidelines repre-
sent an erosion of their auton-
omy in managing critical
domains such as education.
This growing centralisation
also poses questions about
the role of Governors in a fed-
eral structure.
A balanced approach, one
that respects state autonomy
while ensuring accountability
in academic governance, is the
need of the hour. Without
such a resolution, the guide-
lines risk becoming another
flashpoint in the Centre-state
relationship, with significant
implications for India’s feder-
al structure and the future of
its education system.
(The writer is a senior politi-
cal analyst and strategic
affairs columnist)

SANJAY CHANDRA

My experiences have taught me that to find common ground one must show

patience, open to dialogue and accomodate perspectives different from your own

a small library within my

condominium complex.
A lady was apprehensive
about the criticism from a
select few for the expenditure
on this noble venture. Her
sharp rejoinder that she could
never stoop so low to my sim-
ple solution of inviting the
critics to inaugurate the
library left me seething.
In another instance, a lady
unequivocally told me that
she would not work with
another lady in the Art and
Literature Festival  am orga-
nizing within my society. I
found their response irra-
tional.I have worked in the
government sector for more
than 30 years out of the 35
years of an active profession-
al life.
The initial 17 years were
spent in handling big teams of
literate or semi-literate staff.
My success depended upon
their performance. I could not
achieve much without the
support of subordinates,
peers, and superiors. I did not
have the luxury of going back
to my seniors to shift a per-
son if he did not perform. I
also could not go back asking
for a transfer if I felt over-
whelmed by the people who

Ihave been trying to set up

had strong unions, and who
would not hesitate to run me
down even at the slightest hint
of weakness. I was taking
stock of the previous day’s
performance with my senior
supervisor in my very first
posting in a maintenance
shed that had more than
1,000 staff.

A group of staff and their
leaders barged into the room
to air their grievances. An
unruly element from the
crowd threw an earthen tea
cup to landed right in front of
me on the table. T had to gulp
down the insult to present a
brave face as I thundered in
the most authoritative voice I
could muster that the meet-
ing was over and I would not
discuss any further.

It turned out that they were
testing me and the leaders
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tried their best to be on my
right side.A senior visited
my shop floor during lunch
hours in another posting in a
production unit a few years
later.

A place where a lot of grease
was used was usually quite
gloomy with layers of the
sticky substance accumulating
over years. The shop floor
would also not be the clean-
est of the places at lunchtime.
Railways was an extremely
hierarchical organisation with
the seniors considering them-
selves masters at insulting
the subordinates, particular-
ly the officers, who would not
retaliate in front of the staff
out of a sense of propriety.
This senior gentleman shout-
ed at me that if the cleaning
staff was not available, then I
should have cleaned myself.

My supervisor and the staff
showed more compassion as
they rushed around. There
were many such incidents
when I felt degraded and
insulted. I did not have the
same options that the two
young ladies wanted to exer-
cise. To give credit to both,
they are well educated, one of
them having studied psy-
chology in college, the other
is a medical professional. I
find a similar unwillingness in
other younger professionals.
They are rigid in their
approach to daily problems
and would rather not talk to
a person with contrary opin-
ions than sit down to resolve
them. The attitude often spills
into the personal lives also.
There would always be some
difficult times. There is a
need to discuss and find a
middle ground.

I would like to bring their
attention to the famous words
of Abraham Lincoln, “I do not
like that man. I must get to
know him better.” It will take
alot of time and effort. But in

the end, it will be worth it.
(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts class-
es in creative writing; views
are personal)

FARMERS DESERVE FAIR PRICES
Madam — The Union Agriculture
Minister talking about the government
working out schemes (February 23) to pre-
vent distress sale of farm produce is wel-
come. India continues to be predominant-
ly an agrarian country. It's contribution to
the country’s GDP was around 51 per cent
at the time the country got freedom. Still,
we had to depend on aids like PL480 to
feed the poor. Thanks to the green revo-
lution taken up with all by the government
as well as the farming community with all
sincerity the country is upgraded to food
surplus status. But due to the shifting of
focus from agriculture to industry, agri-
culture is suffering the worst, facing all
sorts of odds at every level.
Though every commodity’s price is fixed
by the producer, it doesn’t hold good for
the farm produce. The government does-
n't volunteer to take the ground reality into
account and fix the cost, leaving it to the
market dynamics. This policy has allowed
the middlemen to play havoc. This reali-
ty, coupled with the apathetic moves of the
government, has resulted in millions of
farmers resorting to committing suicide.
Many small farmers are deserting their
farming activities and migrating to cities
seeking daily wage jobs for their livelihood.
The government is still not sensitised to
address the issues but comes out with plans
to monopolise farming by a few private
corporations. It is good that the minister
has now talked about the woes of the farm-
ers who fail to get reasonable returns and
the consumers who fail to get the benefit
of the plenty. It would be a meaningful act
of the government to discuss with the
farmers and address their woes without
attaching any political strings. Farmers are
the real wealth creators and providers of
food security.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

MEDIA TARGETS KIT UNIVERSITY

Madam— After the suicide of a Nepali stu-
dent at Odisha’s KIIT University following
an unhealthy relationship, some sections
of the media are targeting the university

Virat shines as India heats Pakistan

by six wickets in their group A match

of the ICC Champions Trophy 2025
at the Dubai International Cricket stadi-
um. Virat Kohli has once again proved
his supremacy against Pakistan in the ICC
tournaments, delivering a scintillating
unbeaten century with a memorable
knock off 111 balls. The win propelled
India to the top of Group A with 4 points,

India has beaten its archrival Pakistan

to satisfy their agenda. Now, the context of
justice for the deceased girl has been divert-
ed to their own vendetta. As a result, the
last couple of days have been very dramat-
ic for the student fraternity.
Other students in KIIT who have come for
higher studies from outside and their par-
ents have been in a distributing mind state.
They should not suffer from the media
trial. Considering the incident, the state
government formed a high-level commit-
tee to probe into it. Now it's become a polit-
ical farce; every day different political out-
fits are staging protests in the evening in
front of the main gate like a daily routine,
which is ruining the academic environment
on the campus. Amid all of this, we should
not forget the contributions of this univer-
sity to the sports and education systems of
the state. Let’s make a healthy environment
for the other students of KIIT and have
faith in the law.

Susant Pal | Bhubaneshwar

TRUMP DISRUPTING WORLD ORDER
Madam — US President Donald Trump’s
economic and geopolitical decisions have

virtually securing a semifinal berth,
while Pakistan faced the threat of an early
exit, suffering their second consecutive
defeat. Kohlis knock featuring seven
exquisite boundaries dismantled
Pakistan’s hopes as their premier pacers
Shaheen Shah Afridi and Haris Rauf
struggled to make an impact after Afridi
dismissed Rohit Sharma (20 off 15) early
with a fiery yorker. It is Kohli’s 51st ODI
tonne by becoming the fastest batter to
reach 14000 ODI runs during his innings.
With 51 centuries in ODIs and 30 in Tests,
with 7 double centuries in international
cricket, Kohli is regarded as one of the
greatest batsmen of all time. Kohli is often
referred to as the King Kohli by his fans
and supporters due to his achievements
and contributions to the game.

P Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelveli

raised global concerns. His imposition of
tariffs on Mexico, Canada, Brazil, and
China has strained trade relations. His
remarks about annexing Canada and
Panama are alarming, while his character-
isation of India as the highest tariff-impos-
ing nation risks diplomatic tensions. On
foreign policy, Trump’s abandonment of
Ukraine, despite US Democrats pushing
it into conflict with Russia, has left the
nation vulnerable.
His call for Palestinians to vacate Gaza and
seek refuge in Egypt and Jordan adds to
Middle East instability. If America alien-
ates nations through unilateral policies, it
risks losing global leadership. A hostile US
stance could push China and Russia clos-
er. No country, not even the US, can
remain strong forever without allies. For
America to truly remain great, Trump
must adopt a more cooperative and bal-
anced approach to international rela-
tions.

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai
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THE HANDWRITING BLUES:
A STORY OF DECLINE

Some see handwriting as a reflection of character, but it
shifts, evolves and often declines beyond recognition

SRS
APS MALHOTRA
S ome conjecture that a person’s handwriting can give a glimpse

into that person’s character. But | am a sceptic in this regard,

because, in my opinion, the handwriting of an individual is not
a constant, but keeps on morphing as time goes by. A case in point
is your humble friend, who has seen his handwriting deteriorate over
the past few decades, till now, in my fifth decade, it is nothing more
than a painstaking, almost illegible scrawl- although, with the advent
of the now ubiquitous personal computer and other sundry devices,
the negative impact of this deterioration has been minimised, espe-
cially in official work. Because today, when | write a note on any
file with my hand, others find it rather difficult to ‘decrypt’.
Even filling simple financial documents like a cheque is a nightmare
now, a stiff challenge, that is increasingly being left to my better
half to handle, as bank people, on a few occasions, have raised doubts
about the authenticity of my signature. But before the readers start
commiserating about the sad and agonising state of my handwrit-
ing, | will share with them that this was not always the case. In the
early years of school, | was the darling of my teachers because of
my neat and clean handwriting, which made me the cynosure of
my peers. Writing on four-line copies, | would get full marks in English
handwriting.
The slide commenced from middle school onwards, when | shift-
ed from writing with a pencil to writing with a ball pen, and the copy
changed from one with four lines to that with two lines. But the hand
was still steady, and teachers did not have any problem reading my
answer sheets, as was evident from the good grades | continued
to get in my exams. But | am sure, that as | entered college and the
university in the mid-eighties, the good professors would have become

increasingly impatient in poring over my messy answer sheets, with
scribbles galore. Throughout, my father, a diligent and thorough gen-
tleman, with very precise and beautiful handwriting, kept counselling
me to stem the rot, even as | secured a job in the public sector in
1991. He gently warned that it would adversely impact my prospects
of growth in the corporate world, especially when this was the peri-
od when all office work was conducted on well-defined sheets of
paper- which, in my case, were to be yellow pages.
Before leaving for Bombay (as Mumbai was then called), | scoffed
at Dad’s gentle, but consistent reprimands.It was only when | took
my first, tentative steps in the company did | realise that what Dad
had been emphasising over the years was not an iota away from
the truth. | faced a mild, personal nudge from some bosses on this
account, but others were not so kind, and their reaction bordered
on outright contempt, reprimand and disapproval. But Dad was an
eternal optimist. He still harboured a strong wish to get my hand-
writing back on track, even at this stage, for which he purchased
a book- ‘Techniques to improve your handwriting’. | was back in
kindergarten.
So, whenever | came home to Delhi for a break, he would insist that
| sit with him, at least for some time, and practice on ways to improve
my, by now abominable handwriting. But by this point, my mind,
like that of all young men, was engrossed in finer things of life than
improving my writing ability, which, | realised, was destined to be
an exercise in futility. This cat-and-mouse game continued even after
| got married in 1993. It was only after | became a father in 1995
did Dad finally buried his desire to improve my handwriting to a decent
level.

(The author is a freelance writer; views are personal)
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RBI should go for an

‘accommodative’ stance

While inflation has been steadily declining, the RBI opted to retain its ‘neutral’ stance,
signaling a measured approach rather than give push to boost liquidity and demand

n February 7, 2025, the :

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

Governor Sanjay Malhotra :

announced the decisions :

taken by the six-member :
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) iniits :
sixth bi-monthly meeting of the current :
financial year (FY). It has reduced the pol- :
icy rate or the repo rate (the interest rate :
at which the RBI lends to banks) by 25 :
basis points to 6.25 per cent. This marks :
the first repo rate cut in nearly five years. :
Moreover, it has continued with a neutral :
stance which it shifted in its fourth bi- :
monthly review/announcement on :
October 10, 2024, from its earlier stance :
of “withdrawal of accommodation” 1In :
2016, the Union Government put in place
an institutionalized framework to enable :
the MPC to formulate monetary policy :
and determine the key interest rates :
including the policy rate for inflation tar- :
geting. It mandated the RBI to fix the pol- :
icy rate in such a manner as to maintain R
the Consumer Price Index or CPI (it cor-
responds to a basket that includes food,
fuel, manufactured goods, and select ser- :
vices) within the target range of 4 per cent
(+/- 2 per cent). :
The RBI decides the policy rates once in :
two months during each FY. The man- :
date initially given for five years ending
March 31, 2021, has since been extend- :
ed for a further period of five years. The :
current mandate will continue till March
31,2026. The other crucial policy instru-

i “neutral” stance connotes that the
i RBI has vowed to keep its options
: flexible meaning it will neither
i squeeze liquidity by restricting
i credit availability and keeping pol-
i icy rates high nor go for unre-
i strained lending at low interest
: rates.

¢ While inflation targeting is impor-
! tant, it is equally necessary to dove-

THE

PROBLEM IS

RBI'S
OBSESSION
WITH
INFLATION.
MALHOTRA
ECOGNISES

- THAT INFLATION

IS ON A

DOWNWARD
TRAJECTORY.
YET, HE DOESN'T

WANT TO

'RELINQUISH HIS

ment the RBI uses for targeting inflation : NEUTR AL
is Liquidity - jargon for the quantum of : :
credit available in the banking system. : STANCE CITI NG

Pumping more liquidity along with a :
reduction in the policy rate represents a :
scenario which in jargon is described as :
an ‘accommodative’ policy stance. The ter- :

GLOBAL
FCONOMIC

minology was coined by the outgoing gov- ! C H A |_ L E N G E S
ernor Shaktikanta Das in June 2019 | «
when he started going for aggressive cuts : PROGRESS IN
in the policy rate and an increase in cred- ! GLOBAL:

it availability.

Since June 2022 the RBI changed its stance
to “withdrawal of accommodation” and :
had stuck to it till October 9, 2024, when :
in the fourth bi-monthly review, the MPC :
decided to go for a “neutral” stance. A

DISINFLATION IS

STALLING”;

tail the monetary policy to sustain
the momentum of high growth.
During the second quarter of the
current FY, growth in GDP plum-
meted to alow of 5.4 per cent down
from a high of 8.1 per cent during
the second Qr of FY 2023-24.

For the current FY 2024-25, it is esti-
mated at 6.4 percent as against 8.2
percent recorded during FY 2023-
24. Seen in this backdrop and an
overarching need to achieve a
growth of 8 per cent on a sustained
basis in line to make India a ‘devel-
oped economy’ by 2047, the RBI
could have given the desired push.
It could have gone for an ‘accom-
modative’ policy stance by opting
for a significant cut in the policy rate
and pumping sufficient cash into the
banking system. However, it has
stuck to a “neutral” stance while
reducing the repo rate by a small
0.25 per cent.RBIs reluctance has to
do with a mindset that was reflect-
ed in ex-Governor Das’s observation
while announcing the first bi-
monthly policy of the current FY.
He had said “The elephant has now
gone out for a walk and appears to
be returning to the forest.

We would like the elephant to
return to the forest and remain there
on a durable basis” Put simply, he
meant there was no need to start
reducing interest rates until inflation
reached the target of 4 per cent and
stayed at that level. The incumbent
Governor has continued with this
mindset. In February 2023, the pol-
icy rate was at a peak of 6.5 per cent.

: During FY 2022-23, the CPI infla-
¢ tion was hovering around 8 percent.

In the following year, it started
decreasing from 7.4 per cent in July
2023 to 5 per cent in September
2023, 4.8 per cent in October 2023
and 5.1 per cent during
January/February 2024. For FY
2023-24, it was 5.4 percent. During
the current FY also, it has kept low;
5.08 percent in June 2024 and
3.54 percent in July of 2024. After
a brief spurt of 6.2 per cent in
October 2024, in January 2025, it
declined to 4.3 per cent.

During FY 2024-25, the RBI has
estimated it at 4.8 percent. Given the
above, from the third quarter of FY
2023-24, the CPI inflation has
remained well within the target
range of 4 per cent (+/- 2 per cent).
This position continues during the
current FY. For FY 2025-26, the RBI
expects it to be 4.2 per cent. Thus,
there was a strong case for a signif-
icant reduction in the repo rate
besides the injection of sufficient lig-
uidity. This would have helped in
stimulating demand thereby giving
aboost to economic growth besides
helping millions of borrowers
reduce their EMIs and helping
industries, especially MSMEs
reduce the cost of servicing their
loans. But, this was not to be.

The problem is RBI's obsession with
inflation. Malhotra recognizes that
inflation is on a downward trajec-
tory. Yet, he doesn't want to relin-
quish his neutral stance citing glob-
al economic challenges “progress in
global disinflation is stalling”

Put simply, he fears imported infla-
tion impacting CPI hence, a “neu-
tral stance will provide MPC flexi-
bility to respond to evolving macro-
economic environment” A major
factor contributing to wide varia-
tions in CPI inflation is food infla-
tion which has a weight of around
40 per cent and is impacted pre-
dominantly by supply side/season-
al factors whereas monetary policy
instruments work on the demand
side. Invariably, food inflation main-

=t
UTTAM GUPTA

tains an upward trend even as a
small disruption in supply caused
by seasonal factors can lead to spi-
ralling prices.
As long as food remains a part of the
CPI basket, inflation targeting will
always remain a problem. There is
an urgent need to exclude it while
setting benchmark interest rates, an
idea that was mooted by the Chief
Economic Advisor in the Economic
Survey (ES) for 2023-24. The CEA
argued that monetary policy has no
bearing on the prices of food items,
which are dictated by supply-side
pressures.
For instance, during 2021-22, wheat
output was affected by unusually
high temperatures. During 2022-23,
rains accompanied by hailstorms
acted as a spoiler. During the first
half of FY 2023-24, food inflation
went up due to a spike in the prices
of vegetables caused by seasonal fac-
tors. The spurt in food prices dur-
ing October 2024 also had to do
with supply-side pressures only.
The RBI can achieve little to con-
trol them by keeping the policy rate
high. The RBI should take the idea
mooted in the ES - 2023-24 on
board. Meanwhile, it should consid-
er reducing the weight of food infla-
tion in CPI to reflect the contem-
porary reality. The current 40 per
cent weight is based on the
Consumption Expenditure Survey
(CES) of 2011-12 whereas
Summary Statistics from the 2022-
23 CES point towards a significant
reduction.
While formulating its monetary pol-
icy, the RBI’s prime responsibility is
to ensure macro-economic stabili-
ty its pivotal focus being on keep-
ing inflation within reasonable
bounds. However, it can’t be obliv-
ious of the dire need to support eco-
nomic growth which could be
adversely impacted if it doesnt
relax the credit environment.

(The writer is a policy analyst;

views are personal)

M23 rebellion and Rwanda’s role: The escalating crisis in Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo

At the heart of this conflict lies a web of ethnic tensions, political grievances, and economic exploitation, particularly vast mineral wealth of DRC

he recent escalation of
I violence in the eastern
Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC) is a stark
reminder of the region’s deep-
rooted instability. The resur-
gence of the M23 rebellion,
which led to the seizure of
Goma and further advances
into South Kivu, is not mere-
ly an internal Congolese cri-
sis—it is a conflict with signif-
icant regional and interna-
tional implications. Rwanda’s
involvement, whether direct or
indirect, remains contentious,
as accusations of its support for
M23 persist.
While Kigali denies these alle-
gations, the sophistication of
M23’s operations raises serious
questions about its backing. At
the heart of this crisis lies a
complex mix of ethnic ten-
sions, political grievances, and

DEBASHISH JAINA

economic exploitation, partic-
ularly concerning the DRC’s
vast mineral wealth. For
years, Rwanda has been
accused of providing M23
with financial and military
support, a claim reinforced by
multiple UN reports and state-
ments from Western govern-
ments. Kigali, however, insists
that it is acting in self-defence,
citing the threat posed by the
Democratic Forces for the

Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR),
a Hutu militia operating in
eastern DRC with historical
ties to the perpetrators of the
1994 Rwandan genocide. Yet,
Rwanda’s actions go beyond
border security. The conflicts
economic dimension cannot
be ignored, with Rwanda being
accused of profiting from the
illicit exploitation of Congolese
minerals, particularly coltan, a
key component in electronic
devices.

The capture of Rubaya, a
coltan-rich area, by M23 last
year suggests that economic
interests play a crucial role in
shaping the rebellion’s trajec-
tory. M23 claims to be fight-
ing for the rights of ethnic
Tutsis in eastern DRC, arguing
that the Congolese govern-
ment has failed to protect
them from persecution. While

there is historical evidence of
ethnic violence against Tutsis
in the region, M23’s actions
undermine its credibility.
Rather than advocating for
political rights through diplo-
matic means, the group has
engaged in violence, forced
displacement, and human
rights violations. Its strategy of
seizing key cities and resource-
rich territories suggests an
agenda extending far beyond
self-defence.

The DRC, backed by the inter-
national community, has dis-
missed M23’s claims, arguing
that the group is acting as a
proxy for Rwanda’s regional
ambitions. The latest attempt
by regional leaders to broker
peace, with the Southern
African Development
Community (SADC) and the
East African Community

(EAC) calling for an immedi-
ate ceasefire, reflects a growing
recognition that the crisis can-
not be resolved through mili-
tary means alone. However,
the reality on the ground tells
a different story. M23 had
briefly declared a ceasefire
before resuming attacks, sig-
nalling that diplomatic efforts
are struggling to keep up with
battlefield developments.

The DRC’s call for UN sanc-
tions against Rwanda, coupled
with protests in Kinshasa

where demonstrators burned
portraits of President Paul
Kagame, indicates a deepening
rift between the two countries.
With diplomatic ties severed
and hostilities intensifying,
the prospects for a negotiated
settlement remain bleak.

A purely military solution is
unlikely to yield lasting peace.
The Congolese army has his-
torically struggled to contain
well-equipped rebel groups,
and the presence of the UN
peacekeeping  mission,
MONUSCO, has done little to
prevent the latest wave of vio-
lence. Foreign military inter-
vention, whether from region-
al forces or international
actors, risks escalating the sit-
uation rather than resolving it.
The most viable path forward
is a combination of military
containment and political

engagement. Strengthening
the DRC’s security forces to
prevent further territorial loss-
es is crucial, but diplomatic
efforts must also address the
root causes of the conflict,
including ethnic grievances
and economic exploitation.

The global demand for coltan
and other precious resources
ensures that armed groups
can sustain themselves
through illegal mining opera-
tions. Without stronger inter-
national regulations and
accountability measures, com-
panies sourcing minerals from
conflict zones will remain
complicit in financing vio-
lence. Holding both state and
non-state actors accountable
for their role in resource
exploitation is essential for
breaking the cycle of conflict.
The ongoing crisis in eastern

DRC is not just about M23 or
Rwanda’s alleged involve-
ment—it is part of a larger
geopolitical struggle that has
plagued the region for decades.
Unless regional actors commit
to genuine peace efforts and
the international community
enforces stricter measures
against illegal mineral trade,
the conflict will persist.
The path to stability requires
addressing both security con-
cerns and economic incentives
that drive armed groups.
Without meaningful action,
eastern DRC will remain
trapped in a cycle of violence,
with its people bearing the
brunt of a war that serves the
interests of powerful actors far
beyond its borders.
(The writer is a foreign policy
researcher, views are
personal)
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Conservatives win German poll

Far-right party SUIges to second place

PTI B BERLIN

rovisional results confirmed

that mainstream conserva-
tives led by Friedrich Merz won
Germany's national election,
while a far-right party surged
to become the nation’s second-
largest.
The campaign was dominated
by worries about the years-long
stagnation of Europe’s biggest
economy and pressure to curb
migration, something that
caused friction after Merz
pushed hard in recent weeks for
a tougher approach.
It took place against a back-
ground of growing uncertain-
ty over the future of Ukraine
and Europe’s alliance with the
United States.
The results released by the
electoral authority showed
Merzs Christian Democrats
and the centre-left Social
Democrats winning a com-
bined majority of seats in the
national legislature after small
parties failed to make the elec-
toral threshold.
That gives Merz the best chance
of becoming the country’s next
chancellor. He said on election
night that he hopes to form a
government by Easter at the lat-
est.
He has ruled out a coalition
with the far-right Alternative

for Germany, or AfD, which is
now the country’s second-
largest party after its best show-
ing ever.

For the time being, outgoing
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, whose
Social Democratic party suf-
fered a stinging defeat, will
remain.

Mainstream parties hold
majority as far-right surges
Merz’s conservatives won 208
seats in the 630-seat Bundestag,
while the AfD won 152. The
three parties in the former
governing coalition lost seats,
with the SDP falling to 120
seats and the Greens to 85.
The pro-business Free
Democrats, which triggered
early elections by pulling out of
the coalition, failed to reach the
5 per cent of the vote required
to win seats.

The Left party got 64 seats,
while the left-wing Sahra
Wagenknecht Alliance came in
just under the 5 per cent hur-
dle.

The AfD was jubilant on
Sunday night, with leaders
vowing to become the country’s
main party in the next election
as its appeal expands. The anti-
immigrant, far-right party has
established itself as a significant
political force in the 12 years
since it was founded, but it has-
n't yet been part of any state or

Friedrich Merz

'1-'- -

national government.

That’s the result of what is often
called a “firewall” against
Alternative for Germany. Other
parties say they won't work
with the AfD, which is under
observation by the domestic
intelligence agency for sus-
pected right-wing extremism,
something that AfD objects to
strongly. Its branches in three
eastern states are designated
“proven right-wing extremist”
groups, which is particularly
sensitive in view of Germany’s
Nazi past.

The election took place seven
months earlier than originally
planned after Scholz’s unpop-
ular coalition collapsed in
November, three years into a

term that was increasingly
marred by infighting. There
was widespread discontent and
not much enthusiasm for any
of the candidates.

Merz says he’s ready to face
challenges from US and Russia
Merz said Sunday night that his
top priority is to unify Europe
in the face of challenges com-
ing from the US and Russia.
Both US Vice President JD
Vance and Trump ally Elon
Musk openly supported the
AfD.

“T have no illusions at all about
what is happening from
America,” he told supporters.
“Take a look at the recent
interventions in the German
election campaign by Mr. Elon

Musk”

He added that “the interven-
tions from Washington were no
less dramatic and drastic and
ultimately outrageous than the
interventions we have seen
from Moscow. So we are under
such massive pressure from two
sides that my absolute priority
now is really to create unity in
Europe”.

Germany is the most populous
country in the 27-nation
European Union and a leading
member of NATO. It has been
Ukraine’s second-biggest
weapons supplier, after the US,
and will be central to shaping
the continent’s response to the
challenges of the coming years,
including the Trump adminis-
tration’s confrontational foreign
and trade policy.

The conservative leader said
that “the most important thing
is to reestablish a viable govern-
ment in Germany as quickly as
possible”. “I am aware of the
responsibility,” Merz said. “I am
also aware of the scale of the
task that now lies ahead of us.
I approach it with the utmost
respect, and I know that it will
not be easy”

“The world out there isn't wait-
ing for us, and it isn't waiting
for long-drawn-out coalition
talks and negotiations,” he told
cheering supporters.

Pope facing kidney problems

PTI H ROME

Pope Francis woke up and
was continuing his thera-
pies on Monday after a quiet
night, on the 10th day of his
hospitalisation for a complex
lung infection that has pro-
voked the early stages of kidney
insufficiency, the Vatican said.
“The night passed well, the
pope slept and is resting,” it
said. A medical bulletin was
expected later Monday.

He is continuing to feed him-
self and is not receiving artifi-
cial or liquid nutrition, the
Vatican said.

Late Sunday, doctors reported
that blood tests showed “early,
slight kidney insufficiency”
that was nevertheless under
control. They said Francis, 88,
remained in critical condition
but that he hadn’t experienced
any further respiratory crises
since Saturday. He was receiv-
ing high flows of supplemental
oxygen and, on Sunday, was
alert, responsive and attended
Mass. They said his prognosis
was guarded.

A candle glimmers alongside a painting of Pope Francis at San José de Flores

basilica, Buenos Aires, Argentina, where he worshipped as a youth.
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Doctors have said Francis’ con-
dition is touch-and-go, given
his age, fragility and pre-exist-
ing lung disease. They have
warned that the main threat

facing Francis is sepsis, a seri-
ous infection of the blood that
can occur as a complication of
pneumonia.

To date there has been no ref-

erence to any onset of sepsis in
the medical updates provided
by the Vatican.

This hospitalisation now looks
set to be Francis’ longest as
pope. He spent 10 days at
Rome’s Gemelli hospital in
2021 after he had 33 centime-
ters (13 inches) of his colon
removed.

In New York on Sunday,
Cardinal Timothy Dolan
acknowledged what church
leaders in Rome weren't saying
publicly: that the Catholic faith-
ful were united “at the bedside
of a dying father”

“As our Holy Father Pope
Francis is in very, very fragile
health, and probably close to
death,” Dolan said in his homi-
ly from the pulpit of St. PatricKs
Cathedral, though he later told
reporters he hoped and prayed
that Francis would “bounce
back”

Francis’ condition has revived
speculation about what might
happen if he becomes uncon-
scious or otherwise incapacitat-
ed, and whether he might
resign.

Greenpeace says pipeline company’s
lawsuit threatens organisation’s future

PTI ® MANDAN (US)

Texas pipeline company’s

lawsuit accusing
Greenpeace of defamation, dis-
ruptions and attacks during
protests against the Dakota
Access Pipeline goes to trial in
North Dakota on Monday, in a
case the environmental advoca-
cy organisation says threatens
free speech rights and its very
future.
The lawsuit stems from the
protests in 2016 and 2017 over
the oil pipeline’s planned
Missouri River crossing,
upstream from the Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe’s reservation.
The tribe has long argued that
the pipeline threatens its water
supply. Of the thousands of
people who protested the pro-
ject, hundreds were arrested.

Energy Transfer and its sub-
sidiary Dakota Access allege
trespass, nuisance, defamation
and other offenses by
Netherlands-based Greenpeace
International and its American
branch, Greenpeace USA. The
lawsuit also names the groups
funding arm, Greenpeace Fund
Inc.

The jury trial in state court in
Mandan, North Dakota, is
scheduled to last five weeks.
What are details of the case?
Dallas-based Energy Transfer
alleges Greenpeace tried to delay
construction of the pipeline,
defamed the companies behind
it, and coordinated trespassing,
vandalism and violence by
pipeline protesters. The lawsuit
seeks millions of dollars in dam-
ages.

The Dakota Access Pipeline

was completed and has been
transporting oil since June 2017.
Greenpeace International said it
shouldn’t be named in the law-
suit because it is distinct from
the two US-based Greenpeace
entities, operates outside the
US, and its employees were
never in North Dakota or
involved with the protests.
Greenpeace USA said the plain-
tiffs have failed to back up their
claims in the years since the
protests. Earlier in February, a
judge denied motions by
Greenpeace to throw out or limit
parts of the case.
What is Greenpeace’s posi-
tion?: Representatives of the
environmental organisation
founded over 50 years ago said
the company just wants to
silence oil industry critics.
“This trial is a critical test of the

future of the First Amendment,
both freedom of speech and
peaceful protest, under the
Trump administration and
beyond,” Greenpeace USA
Interim Executive Director
Sushma Raman told reporters.
“A bad ruling in this case could
put our rights and freedoms in
jeopardy for all of us, whether we
are journalists, protesters or
anyone who wants to engage in
public debate” Greenpeace USA
helped support “nonviolent,
direct-action training” on safe-
ty and de-escalation at the
protests, Senior Legal Adviser
Deepa Padmanabha said.

Energy Transfer is arguing that
“anyone engaged in a training at
a protest should be held respon-
sible for the actions of every per-
son at that protest’, Padmanabha

Human rights
suffocated by
autocrats and
warmongers,
says Guterres

PTI B GENEVA

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres says
human rights are being “suffocat-
ed” around the world, lashing out
at voices of division and anger
who see them as a barrier to their
quest for power and profit.

In a speech to the Human Rights
Council, Guterres decried Russias
full-scale war in Ukraine that
marked its third anniversary
Monday, appealed for a perma-
nent cease-fire between
Palestinian militants and Israel,
and urged respect for Congos ter-
ritorial integrity, among other
things.

While reiterating many of his
concerns about conflict and cli-
mate change, the UN chief said
he would propose new ideas to
the Security Council aimed to
bring greater stability and secu-
rity for the people of Haiti, where
amultinational security support
mission has been deployed.
Guterres depicted a world where
human rights were “on the ropes
and being pummeled hard” by
warmongers, a “morally bank-
rupt global financial system”
that favors profits over planet pro-
tections, those who might exploit
artificial intelligence to harm
people, and leaders who seek to
demonize migrants or restrict
womens rights.

Human rights, he said, “are being
suffocated by autocrats, crushing
opposition because they fear
what the truly empowered peo-
ple would do,” and “by voices of
division and anger who view
human rights not as a boon to
humanity, but as a barrier to the
power, profit and control they
seek”

Three weeks ago, US President
Donald Trump announced a US
pullout from the council, though
the Biden administration had
already decided the United States
would not seek a seat on the 47-
member-country body when its
latest three-year term expired at
the end of last year.
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THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF WAR WITH RUSSIA

Foreign leaders visit Ukraine
In show of solidarity

PTIE KYIV

Adozen leaders from Europe
and Canada visited
Ukraine’s capital on Monday to
mark the in a show of support
for Kyiv by some of the nation
at war’s most important back-
ers. European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
and Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau were among
the visitors greeted at the train
station by Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Andrii Sybiha and
the presidents chief of staff
Andrii Yermak.

In a post on X, von der Leyen
wrote that Europe was in Kyiv
“because Ukraine is in Europe”
“In this fight for survival, it is
not only the destiny of Ukraine
that is at stake. It's Europe’s des-
tiny;” she wrote.

The guests, also including
European Council President
Antonio Costa as well as the
prime ministers of Northern
European countries and Spain,
were set to attend events dedi-
cated to the anniversary and
discuss supporting Ukraine
with President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy amid a recent US
policy shift under President
Donald Trump.

In the latest sign of Europe’s
efforts to rework its strategy on
Ukraine to respond to Trump’s
actions, Costa on Sunday
announced that he would con-

vene an emergency summit of
the 27 EU leaders in Brussels on
March 6, with Ukraine at the
top of the agenda.

“We are living a defining
moment for Ukraine and
European security;” Costa said
in a post on social media.

The three-year mark of the war
in Ukraine came at a sensitive
moment for Kyiv as Zelenskyy
navigates a rapidly changing
international environment
upended by Trump’s changes to
the US approach to the war.
The US leader has sought to fol-
low through on his campaign
promises to end the war quick-
ly, though his methods for
doing so have alarmed many in
Ukraine and Europe who
believe that his approach is too
conciliatory toward Russia and
its president, Vladimir Putin.
Russia’s foreign ministry said
Saturday that preparations for
a face-to-face meeting between
Trump and Putin were under-
way, and US officials have said
that they had agreed with
Moscow to reestablish diplo-
matic ties and restart econom-
ic cooperation.

And on Sunday, Russian
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei
Ryabkov told the state TASS
news agency that Moscow and
Washington would continue
bilateral talks at the end of next
week, adding that “quite a lot”
of contact was ongoing between

the Russian and American
sides.

Leaders across the EU, fearing
both that Trump’s approach to
Ukraine would lead to an unfa-
vorable settlement for Kyivand
that they — among Ukraine’s
most important supporters —
would be sidelined in negotia-
tion for peace, have rushed to
assert their own response to the
rapidly shifting environment.
The EU’ top diplomat, Kaja
Kallas, insisted on Monday that
the US cannot seal any peace
deal to end the war without
Ukraine or Europe being
involved. She highlighted what
she claimed were pro-Russian
positions being taken up by the
Trump administration.

“You can discuss whatever you
want with Putin. But if it comes
to Europe or Ukraine, then
Ukraine and Europe also have
to agree to this deal,” Kallas told
reporters in Brussels, where she
is chairing a meeting of EU for-
eign ministers.

Kallas travels to Washington on
Tuesday for talks with US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio.
Asked whether the US admin-
istration is acting in the inter-
ests of Russia or Ukraines
Western backers, she said: “If
you look at the messages that
come from the United States,
then it’s clear that the Russian
narrative is there very strongly

represented.”
l l

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, European leaders attending the ceremony at the memorial to

the fallen Ukrainian soldiers on Independence Square in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Monday.
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Ghina folds live-fire exercises in Gulf of
Tonkin a$ Vietnam marks territorial claims

PTI H BANGKOK

hinese authorities said

they began live-fire exer-
cises in the Gulf of Tonkin on
Monday, only days after
Vietnam announced a new
line marking what it considers
its territory in the body of
water between the two coun-
tries.
China’s Maritime Safety
Administration said the exer-
cises would be focused on the
Beibu Gulf area, closer to the
Chinese side of the Gulf of
Tonkin, and would run
through Thursday evening.
It gave no further details, but
the drills follow an announce-
ment last week by Vietnam
establishing a baseline used to
calculate the width of its ter-
ritorial waters in the Gulf of
Tonkin.
State-run Vietnam News
reported that the baseline was
in compliance with the United
Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea and would pro-
vide “a robust legal basis for
safeguarding and exercising

Vietnam’s sovereignty, sover-
eign rights and jurisdiction”
Vietnam has not publicly
responded to the Chinese
drills.

China and Vietnam have long
had a maritime agreement
governing the Gulf of Tonkin,
but have been locked in com-
peting claims in the nearby
South China Sea over the
Spratly and Paracel Islands
and maritime areas.

China has been been growing
aggressive in pursuing those
claims, and in October assault-
ed 10 Vietnamese fishermen
near the Paracel Islands, three
of whom suffered broken
limbs. China claims almost the
entire South China Sea as its
own, though it has not publicly
released exact coordinates of
its claim other than a map with
10 dashed lines broadly
demarcating what it calls its
territory.

In addition to Vietnam,
Chinas claims overlap with
those of the Philippines,
Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan,
while Indonesia has also fig-

ured in violent confrontations
with the Chinese coast guard
and fishing fleets in the waters
around the Natuna Islands.
Tensions have been particular-
ly high with the Philippines,
with regular confrontations
between the two countries.
Most recently, a Chinese navy
helicopter flew within 10 feet
(3 metres) of a Philippine
patrol plane last week over the
South China Sea, near the
hotly disputed Scarborough
Shoal off the northwestern
Philippines.

Leaders in Australia and New
Zealand also said China
should have given more warn-
ing before its navy conducted
an unusual series of live-fire
exercises in the seas between
the two countries, forcing
flights on Friday and Saturday
to divert on short notice.
Political leaders from both
countries emphasized that
China didn’t breach interna-
tional law, but said they had
only been given “a couple
hours notice” rather than the
usual 12 to 24 hours.

Federal worlkers confront mass BIIIIIIISIIIII as Musk's deadline to list accomplishments looms

PTI B WASHINGTON

Confusion and chaos loom
as hundreds of thousands
of federal employees begin
their workweek on Monday
facing a deadline from
President Donald Trump’s cost-
cutting chief, Elon Musk, to
explain their recent accom-
plishments or risk losing their
jobs. MusK’s unusual demand
has faced resistance from sev-
eral key US agencies led by the
president’s loyalists — includ-
ing the FBI, State Department,
Homeland Security and the
Pentagon — which instructed
their employees over the week-
end not to comply. Lawmakers
in both parties said that Musk’s
mandate may be illegal, while
unions are threatening to sue.
Trump over the weekend called
for Musk to be more aggressive
in his cost-cutting crusade

through the so-called
Department of Government
Efficiency, or DOGE, and post-
ed a meme on social media
mocking federal employees
who “cried about Trump and
Elon”

Musk’s team sent an email to
hundreds of thousands of fed-
eral employees on Saturday
giving them roughly 48 hours
to report five specific things
they had accomplished last
week. In a separate message on
X, Musk said any employee
who failed to respond by the
deadline — set in the email as
11:59 p.m. EST Monday —
would lose their job.

Mass confusion followed on the
eve of the deadline as some
agencies resisted the order,
others encouraged their work-
ers to comply, and still others
offered conflicting guidance.
One message on Sunday morn-

ing from the Department of
Health and Human Services,
led by Robert F. Kennedy Jr.,
instructed its roughly 80,000
employees to comply. That was
shortly after the acting gener-
al counsel, Sean Keveney, had
instructed some not to. And by
Sunday evening, agency lead-
ership issued new instructions
that employees should “pause
activities” related to the request
until noon on Monday.

“T'll be candid with you. Having
put in over 70 hours of work
last  week  advancing
Administration’s priorities, I
was personally insulted to
receive the below email,”
Keveney said in an email
viewed by The Associated Press
that acknowledged a broad
sense of “uncertainty and
stress” within the agency.
Keveney laid out security con-
cerns and pointed out some of

the work done by the agency’s
employees may be protected by
attorney-client privilege: “I
have received no assurances
that there are appropriate pro-
tections in place to safeguard
responses to this email””
Democrats and even some
Republicans, including Sen.
John Curtis, R-Utah, were crit-
ical of Musk’s ultimatum.

“If T could say one thing to Elon
Musk, it’s like, please put a dose
of compassion in this,” Curtis,
whose state has 33,000 federal
employees, said on CBS’ “Face
the Nation” “These are real
people. These are real lives.
These are mortgages. ... It's a
false narrative to say we have to
cut and you have to be cruel to
do it as well”

Newly confirmed FBI Director
Kash Patel, an outspoken
Trump ally, instructed employ-
ees to ignore Musk’s request, at

least for now.

“The FBI, through the Office of
the Director, is in charge of all
of our review processes, and
will conduct reviews in accor-
dance with FBI procedures,”
Patel wrote in an email con-
firmed by the AP. “When and
if further information is
required, we will coordinate the
responses. For now, please
pause any responses.”

Ed Martin, interim US attorney
for the District of Columbia,
sent his staff a message Sunday
that may have caused more
confusion.

“Let me clarify: We will com-
ply with this OPM request
whether by replying or decid-
ing not to reply;’ Martin wrote
in the email obtained by the AP,
referring to the Office of
Personnel Management.
“Please make a good faith
effort to reply and list your

activities (or not, as you prefer),
and I will, as I mentioned, have
your back regarding any con-
fusion,” Martin continued. “We
can do this” Officials at the
Departments of State, Defense
and Homeland Security were
more consistent.

Tibor Nagy, acting undersecre-
tary of state for management,
told employees in an email that
department leadership would
respond on behalf of workers.
“No employee is obligated to
report their activities outside of
their Department chain of
command,” Nagy wrote in an
email. Pentagon leadership
instructed employees to
“pause” any response to MuskK’s
team, according to an email
from Jules Hurst, the deputy
undersecretary of defense for
personnel and readiness.

The Homeland Security
Department, meanwhile, told

employees that “no reporting
action from you is needed at
this time” and that agency
managers would respond,
according to an email from RD
Alles, deputy undersecretary
for management.

Thousands of government
employees have already been
forced out of the federal work-
force — either by being fired or
through a “deferred resigna-
tion? offer — during the first
month of Trump’s second term.
There is no official figure avail-
able for the total firings or lay-
offs so far, but the AP has tal-
lied hundreds of thousands of
workers who are being affect-
ed. Many work outside of
Washington.

Musk on Sunday called his lat-
est request “a very basic pulse
check”. “The reason this mat-
ters is that a significant num-
ber of people who are supposed

to be working for the govern-
ment are doing so little work
that they are not checking
their email at all!” Musk wrote
on X. “In some cases, we
believe non-existent people or
the identities of dead people are
being used to collect pay-
checks. In other wor