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SPORTS 12
ICC ANNOUNCES PRIZE MONEY
FOR CHAMPIONS TROPHY

MARKETS
SENSEX 75,939.21 -0.26%
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AQI 131
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PTI n WASHINGTON

US President Donald
Trump announced
after talks with Prime

Minister Narendra Modi that
India will buy more oil, gas
and military hardware,
including F-35 fighter jets,
from America to bring down
trade deficit but asserted that
Washington will not spare
New Delhi from reciprocal
tariffs.
At his Oval Office in the
White House on Thursday
(Friday India time), Trump
warmly welcomed Modi with
a long handshake and a bear
hug while describing the
prime minister as a “great
friend” for a long time and a
“terrific” man.
The US president, at a joint
media briefing with the
Indian prime minister
following the talks, said both
sides are looking at striking a
major trade deal soon while
calling import duties
imposed by India on certain
US products as “very unfair”
and “strong”.
“Whatever India charges, we
will charge them,” Trump
said, adding “We are being
reciprocal with India.”
The Modi-Trump meeting
took place hours after the US
President announced a new
reciprocal tariff policy for all
the trading partners of the
US in the latest in a series of
such actions initiated by his
administration.
In his remarks, Trump said
he and PM Modi have

reached an agreement that
could potentially make the
US the “number one
supplier” of oil and gas to
India, suggesting it to be part
of measures to bring down
the US trade deficit with
India that stands at around
USD 45 billion.
The US president also said
that both sides have decided
to expand the overall
defence partnership.
“Starting this year, we will be
increasing military sales to
India by many billions of
dollars,” Trump said.
“We are also paving the way
to ultimately provide India
with F-35 stealth fighters,”
he added. The F35 jets are
known as the most lethal,
survivable and connected
fighter aircraft in the world.
Trump also announced that
India and the US will be
working together like “never
before” to confront the
threat of radical Islamic
terror across the world.
“I am pleased to announce
that my administration has
approved the extradition of
one of the very evil people of
the world,” he said, referring
to the extradition of 26/11
Mumbai attack plotter
Tahawwur Rana to India.
Rana, currently detained at a
metropolitan detention
centre in Los Angeles, is
known to be associated with
P a k i s t a n i - A m e r i c a n
terrorist David Coleman
Headley, one of the main
conspirators of the terror
attack.

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The swearing-in ceremony
of the BJP government in

Delhi is likely to take place on
February 19 or 20. The
legislative party meeting of
the BJP is expected to be
held a day before the grand
swearing-in that marks the
return of the saffron party in
the national Capital after a
gap of 27 years.
Preparations to form the BJP
government are expected to
gain momentum after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
returns to the Capital on
Friday night following his
trip to France and the
United States of America.
PM Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah, BJP President JP
Nadda and other senior
party leaders will finalise
key decisions regarding the
new government which
includes a chief minister, a
council of ministers and
perhaps one or two deputy
chief ministers.
According to sources, after
the arrival of PM Modi, the
central leadership will
appoint observers who will
held discussions with newly
elected MLAs to take a final
decision before announcing
the name for the chief
minister.
The BJP asserted that it will
soon announce the name of
Delhi chief minister and
slammed AAP leader Atishi
over her claims of power cuts
in the city, saying she should
observe 13 days of mourning
over her party’s “death”.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The Chief Minister’s Office of
Delhi on Friday wrote to the

social media platform X to restore
the “CMO Delhi” (@DelhiCMO)
official handle allegedly renamed to
“ K e j r i w a l A t W o r k ”
(@KejriwalAtWork) at the behest of
the former chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal.
“Since ‘@CMODelhi’ became free
after changing it to
‘@KejriwalAtWork’, one user used
this ID and opened a parody
account. It also appears that
previously ‘@CMODelhi’ and now
‘@KejriwalAtWork’ are showing an
error - “something went wrong”
when tried to see a post from this
account,” the email sent to X said
while adding that official accounts
are not associated with individuals
and pass on to successors.

This comes a day after the BJP,
which won 48 seats in the recent
Delhi Assembly polls, demanded
Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena’s intervention in the
renaming of the official ‘CMO
Delhi’. In an email to X on Friday,
the CMO said as per established
practice, official accounts are not
associated with individuals and pass
on to successors as and when change
takes place. “It has come to our
notice that on ‘X’ (previously
Twitter), a “Grey Tick” Government
Handle with identity
“@CMODelhi”, has now been
unauthorisedly changed to
“@KejriwalAtWork”. The said
account is having approximately
9,90,000 followers,” it said.
This will ensure that the official
handle of the Chief Minister’s Office
is not misused in future and cannot
be tampered with, the letter said,

asking the social media platform to
deactivate any other account having
“@cmodelhi” immediately.
“In view of the above, it is requested
to ‘X’ Platform to restore
“@CMODelhi” and Password of the
same may kindly be sent to the
official email ID cmdelhi@nic.in,

which is the authorized official ID of
Hon’ble Chief Minister, Delhi. This,
inter alia will ensure that the said
Handle / ID is not misused in future
and cannot be tampered with.
Further, it is also requested that any
‘X’ Handle having “@cmodelhi” as
its ID, must not be allowed on ‘X’

without consent of this office. Also
at present any other account having
“@cmodelhi” must be deactivated
immediately,” CMO said.
On Thursday, political controversy
erupted on Thursday after the BJP
claimed that Arvind Kejriwal
renamed the official X handle of the
Delhi Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) to ‘Arvind Kejriwal at work’
(@kejriwalAtWork). In-charge of
the BJP’s National Information and
Technology Department, Amit
Malviya, also slammed Kejriwal.
“After losing the Delhi elections,
Arvind Kejriwal deactivated and
renamed the official Twitter and
YouTube accounts of the Chief
Minister of Delhi. These digital
assets, previously known as
@CMODelhi, have been rebranded
as @KejriwalAtWork,” Malviya
tweeted. Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva accused AAP national

convenor of “stealing” the digital
property of the Delhi government.
“Arvind Kejriwal changed the
account of Delhi CMO and made it
his own account, this is a direct loot
of government money. This is digital
loot. We have demanded from LG
that the IT department of Delhi
government should immediately file
an FIR, start an investigation and
take strict action,” said Sachdeva.
Notably, the account was deleted
later. The Delhi BJP chief also
sought Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena’s help to seek a report
from the Delhi government’s IT and
social media departments over the
alleged renaming of the Delhi
CMO’s social media handles.
The BJP has returned to power in
Delhi, after 26 years, defeating the
Aam Aadmi Party in February 5
Assembly polls. The party
government is yet to be formed. 

Kejriwal under fire for renaming Delhi CM’s official X account

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

With Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv

Kumar set to demit office on
February 18, a three member
selection committee headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to meet on
Monday to finalise the name of
the next chief election
commissioner, sources said on
Friday. The selection
committee also comprises the
Leader of the Opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi and
Home Minister Amit Shah.
The Committee will
recommend a name from
among the candidates
shortlisted by a search
committee. The president will
then appoint the next CEC
based on the recommendation.
Last month, the Union Law
Ministry set up a search
committee under Union Law
Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal
to shortlist names for the
appointment of the next CEC.
The process of appointing the
CEC from a panel of five as per
the Chief Election
Commissioner And Other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of
Service And Term of Office)
Act, 2023, would be used for
the first time, it was used to
appoint ECs Gyanesh Kumar
and Sandhu to fill the
vacancies created by the

retirement of Anup Chandra
Pandey and the resignation of
Arun Goel last year. Prior to
the enactment of the law, the
CEC was usually appointed by
elevating the senior-most EC.
The selection process for the
CEC would involve a panel of
five names as per the Act. After
Rajiv Kumar, Gyanesh Kumar
is the senior-most election
commissioner. His tenure is till
January 26, 2029. Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu is the other
election commissioner.
According to the law, the CEC
and ECs will be appointed by
the president on the
recommendation of a selection
committee headed by the
prime minister and comprising
the Lok Sabha opposition
leader and a Union Cabinet
minister to be nominated by
the prime minister. The
sources said the same set of
candidates could also be used
to appoint a new EC.
According to the law, the CEC
and other ECs will be
appointed from among
persons who are holding or
have held a post equivalent to
the rank of secretary to the
government of India and will
be persons of integrity with
knowledge of and experience
in management and conduct of
elections. In other words,
serving and retired secretary-
level officials can be appointed
as the CEC and ECs.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) on Friday

sought the President of India’s
approval to prosecute former
Delhi minister and AAP leader
Satyendar Jain under Section
218 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Suraksha Sanhita (BNS), 2023
in the alleged disproportionate
assets were to the tune of Rs
1.47 crore, about 217 per cent
more than Jain’s known
sources of income during
2015-17.
The Pioneer was the first to
report the disproportionate
assets case.
The agency alleged that Jain,
with the help of his family
members and associates,
amassed disproportionate
assets between February 14,

2015, and May 31, 2017, while
serving as a minister in the
Delhi government. 
Jain lost Shakur Basti seat to
BJP’s Karnail Singh by a
margin of 20,998 votes.
According to sources, the
request is based on evidence
provided by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), which has
found sufficient grounds for
prosecution in the case. “On
the basis of the material
received from the
Enforcement Directorate,
sufficient evidence has been
found to grant the sanction”,
sources said. The MHA’s move
comes after reviewing findings
from the ED’s investigation
into alleged financial
irregularities linked to Jain.
The final decision now rests
with the President.

KUMAR CHELLAPAN n KOCHI

Ragging of three freshers by third year
students of Government Nursing

College at Kottayam in Kerala is the fall out
of the refusal of the former to part with hafta
money demanded by the seniors to buy
liquor and drugs, according to the cops
investigating the case. Many parents
expressed their reservation and
apprehension over sending their wards to
professional colleges in the state following
the gruesome ragging incident at the
Kottayam nursing college.
Lakshmana Perumal, father of one of the
students, told media that the perpetrators of
the crime belonged to the SFI, the student
wing of the CPI(M) and enjoyed political
patronage. “My son had told me about the
cruelties perpetrated on him and others by
the senior students for refusing to part with
money to buy their daily quota of liquor and
drugs,” said Perumal while speaking to
reporters.
All the five students held by the police on
charges of ragging belonged to the SFI. The
video of the cruel ragging that went viral
shows that geometry divider was used by the
seniors to engrave pictures on the rear side
of the victims. According to a member of the
investigation team, dumbbells were placed
on the private parts of the victim students.
While the victims were writing in pain and
crying out loudly, the seniors poured some
lotion into their mouths and were seen
laughing out. Veena George, Kerala Minister
for Health, told reporters that she could not
watch the horrifying video. “The ideal
punishment for them is to throw them out of
the college once and for ever. Suspension is
too small a punishment for the kind of crime
they have done,” said George.
VD Satheeshan, leader of opposition and the
chief minister in waiting, asked the CPI(M)
to disband the SFI. “This outfit is

responsible for all type of cruelties and anti-
social activities happening in campuses in
the State,” said Satheeshan.
Responses from the college principal and
other senior teachers in the college sounded
hollow and it was like passing the buck.
While the principal said that an assistant
warden has been appointed to be in the
hostel 24X7, students said that they have not
seen any such officials at any time.
It has come to light that the cruel act of
ragging took place on the first anniversary of
the death of Sidharthan, a first year
veterinary science student at the
Government Veterinary College in
Wayanad. Sidharthan, a tribal student, was
found dead in his hostel room under
mysterious conditions on 20th February
2024 following three day and night ragging
by the SFI students. Though the 16 accused
were arrested within weeks and were
suspended from the college, judiciary in
Kerala came to their help and allowed them
to attend regular classes. But a division
bench of the Kerala High Court quashed on
5th February the order of the single bench
which had allowed the accused to attend
regular classes.

Kerala ragging row turns political

INDIA AND MODI RETURN WITH MUSCLE FROM THE USA
n Terroist to be extradited
n Defence ties to be bolstered

Kerala police personnel escort students who were
arrested for allegedly ragging first-year students at the
Government Nursing College, in Kottayam on 
February 12, 2025 PTI

A US military aircraft carrying 104 deported Indian immigrants upon its
landing in Amritsar on February 5, 2025 PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a meeting with US President Donald Trump at the White House, in Washington, DC, USA PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE/AGENCIES n
NEW DELHI/WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump has
announced that his administration

has approved extradition of 26/11
Mumbai terror attack accused Tahawwur
Hussain Rana to India and Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis said
the state government is prepared to lodge
him in jail.
Addressing a joint press meet along with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
Washington on Thursday, Trump said,

“Today I am pleased to announce that my
administration has approved the
extradition of one of the plotters and very
evil people of the world, and having to do
with the horrific Mumbai terrorist attack,
to face justice in India. So, he is going
back to India to face justice.”
“We’re giving him back to India
immediately” and more such
extraditions could follow as we have
quite a few requests (from New Delhi),
the US president added. The extradition
of Rana was cleared by the US Supreme
Court in January as it rejected his review

petition in the case.
On his part, Modi thanked Trump for
the decision. “I am thankful to the
President that he has decided to hand
over the culprit who committed the
killings in India in 2008, to India now.
Indian courts will now take appropriate
action,” he said.
Thanking Prime Minister Modi for his
efforts to bring Rana for trial, Fadnavis
said here “We kept Kasab, what is the big
deal here? We will keep him for sure,”
when asked about Maharashtra’s
preparedness once Rana is extradited.

US CLEARS RANA’S EXTRADITION

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
CHANDIGARH

AUS plane carrying 119
illegal immigrants is

likely to land at Amritsar
airport on February 15, the
second such batch of Indians
deported by the Trump
government as part of a
crackdown it resolved to
carry out when it was sworn
in last month.
According to official
sources, the plane is
expected to land at the
airport around 10 pm on
Saturday.
Among the 119 illegal
Indian immigrants, 67 hail
from Punjab, 33 from
Haryana, eight from
Gujarat, three from Uttar
Pradesh, two each from Goa,
Maharashtra and Rajasthan
and one each from
Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu and Kashmir, they
said.
Another US plane carrying
deportees is also expected to
land on February 16.

The development came days
after a US military aircraft
carrying 104 illegal Indian
immigrants landed at the
Amritsar airport last week.
Of them, 33 each were from
Haryana and Gujarat and 30
from Punjab.
Most of the deportees
hailing from Punjab had said
they wanted to migrate to
the US for a better life for
their families. However,
their dreams were shattered
when they were caught at the
US border and brought back
in shackles.
After Donald Trump
assumed office as the US
President, the country’s law
enforcement agencies have
launched a crackdown
against illegal immigrants.
Many people from Punjab
and some other states, who
entered the US through
“donkey routes” -- an illegal
and risky pathway used by
migrants to enter America
or other illegal means by
spending lakhs of rupees —
are now facing deportation.

More deportation
flights to arrive

BJP to swear in
government in
Delhi next week

MHA seeks sanction
to prosecute Jain

Panel to name next
CEC on February 17
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I Glory D/o Sushil Sadik 

Masih R/o Suniyah, Teh. Batala, 

Distt. Gurdaspur declare that my 

Marticulation Certificate of ISC 

Board and Certificate of 12th ISC 

Board under Unique ID 

No.6464911 of Baring School 

Batala, has been Lost Near R.R. 

Bawa College, Batala. If anyone 

Found, Please return of above 

address. 

We, Usha W/o Late Sh. 

Mukesh Kumar  R/o House 

No.400, Rajiv Colony Sector 17 

Panchkula Haryana, I  disowned 

my son Sunny and his wife Pooja 

from my all immoveable / 

immoveable properties. Anybody 

deal with them at their own risk. 

I, Shyam Lal S/o Jogindra 

Singh R/o Vill. Tepla sub tehsil 

Saha distt. Ambala that my 

daughter Muskan W/o Ram Karan 

is out of my control so I disown 

her from all my moveable 

immoveable properties.  In future 

anybody dealing with her at their 

own risk , me and my family will 

not be responsible. 

We Shyam Chand S/o 

Pahalwan Chand  & Lajwanti W/o 

Shyam Chand R/o village LALI 

Tehsil Ratia District Fatehabad  

declare that our Son Ramandeep 

& his wife Shalu are out of ours 

Control. we disown them from our 

All moveable / immovable 

properties. In future We have not 

responsible for there  any 

Act/Transection. 

I Bakshish  Singh s/o Jarnail 

Singh, R/o  Raikot, Distt. ludhiana 

hereby declare that my Son 

Khushkarandeep Singh is out of 

my control. So I disown him, from 

my movable & immovable 

properties. Anybody dealing with 

him, do at his own risk. 

Concerned note.  

हम, 1. राम कुमार पु� �ी गोपी 

राम 2. राजेश देवी प�ी �ी राम कुमार, 

िनवासी मकान नं. 789, अजमेर ब�ी, 

िभवानी रोड़, नजदीक पांचाल पेपर 

उ�ोग, जी  करते ह# िक हमने अपने 

बेटे कृ& कुमार को अपनी तमाम चल- 

अचल संपि' से बेदखल कर िदया है, 

+ोिंक वह हमारे कहने सुनने से बाहर 

है। उसके िकसी भी -कार के 

लेनदेन/.वहार/कानुनी काय/वाही आिद 

के िलए हमारी व हमारे प2रवार की 

िज3ेवारी नही ंहोगी। 

I, Bhal Singh alias Mal Singh 

(Aadhar Card No. 370190531289) 

S/o Mahabir Singh R/o Vill 

Sardarpura, Teh Surajgarh and 

Distt Jhunjhunu, declare that my 

name is registered as Mal Singh in 

the bank account. Whereas in 

other documents my name is Bhal 

Singh. Bhal Singh and Mal Singh 

are both my names and same 

person. I am known and identified 

by both the names. 

I No JC-502586 H, N/Sub. 

Jasbir Singh S/O Amar  Singh  is 

permanent serving with 7 Sikh 

Regt. C/o 56 APO, in indian 

army.and resident ward no. 13 

Baba Jivan singh Nagar Patti Distt 

TarnTaran Punjab. Hereby declare 

that I have changed the name and 

Date of Birth of my Wife Kulwinddr 

kaur to Kalwinder kaur and date of 

birth 19 Oct.1989. in my army 

record. 

I, Parminder Kaur D/o Iqbal 

Singh W/o Shamsher Singh R/o 

House No. 1492 Chhajjupur Tehsil 

Pehowa District Kurukshetra. My 

father Iqbal Singh died on 

13.12.2024 in village Chhajjupur. 

Now some people want to usurp 

my father's land situated in village 

Chhajjupur and Pehowa by fraud. 

My father's land should be stopped 

from being usurped. 

I, No. 9083643N Ex-Nk GH 

Mohd Sheikh R/o H.No. 997 

Karsan Colony Ram Darbar 

Phase-2 Chandigarh (U.T) hereby 

declare that name of wife Smt. 

Mahtab Begam with date of birth 30 

May 1969 recorded in my service 

documents which is incorrect. Her 

correct name is Mehtab Begam 

and Date of birth is 01 Jan 1968 as 

recorded in her Aadhar Card and 

Pan Card. Please note. 

I, Sudesh Rani W/o Service 

No. 1254086 Rank Honorary Naik 

name Balbir Singh R/o 39 Vill: 

Raipur Khurd Chandigarh (UT) 

have changed my name spelling 

from Swadesh Kumari to Sudesh 

Rani and my correct Date of birth is 

25-02-1957 vide affidavit dated 13-

02-2025 before notary Chandigarh. 

I, Ranbir Singh S/o  Surat 

Singh R/o Sarna Nehar, P.O 

Malikpur, Tehsil & District 

Pathankot declare that in the 

school record  my daughter  name 

mentioned as Shagun but  her 

correct name is Shagun Kharal. 

I No 18000807X Rank Hav. 

Paramjit Singh S/O Balwinder 

Singh Village Budhobarkat PO 

Chhangla Tehsil Dasuya Distt 

Hoshiarpur Punjab declare that in 

my Army's record My Wife name 

Written Gurjeet Kaur 

Wrongly.Actually Her name is Gurjit 

Kaur as per her Aadhar card,pan 

card and School Certificate 

records. 

म	, कृ�ा प�ी रणधीर गांव 

िसवानी बोलान, अ6ोहा, िहसार ह2रयाणा 

125047 7ान करती 8ं िक मेरा बेटा 

आम9 म: सिव/स करता है िजसका आम9 

नं. 3211147-H है र#क-िसपाही, नाम 

नवीन है। उसके  आम9 सिव/स 2रकाड/ म: 

मेरा नाम Krishna है और ज= ितिथ 

01-01-1966 है जो िक गलत है। मेरा 

नाम Krishana है और ज= ितिथ 01-

01-1972 है जो िक सही है और आधार 

काड/, पैन काड/ म: भी यही है जो दु?� 

है। मेरे बेटे के आम9 सिव/स 2रकाड/ म: 

इसे सही िकया जाए। 

I, Sunil Kumar Arora S/o Sh. 

Nihal Chand Arora r/o H.No. 61, 

Panch Sheel Vihar, Ludhiana, 

Punjab-141001 declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Sunil Kumar to Sunil Kumar 

Arora. Concerned Please Note. 

I, Manpreet Nagpal W/o 

Gaurav Nagpal R/o B-2, 406, 

Barota Levan (65), Tulip Grand 

Appartment, Sector-35, Sonipat, 

Haryana have changed my name 

to Manpreet Kaur for all future 

purposes. 

I, Harinderpal Singh S/o Sh. 

Jaspal Singh r/o H.No. HIG 717, 

Phase-9, Mohali have changed 

my name to harinderpal Singh 

Salaich to Harinderpal Singh. 

I, Rahul S/o Harkesh 

Chander R/o VPO Nadalon Tehsil 

Garhshankar Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Rahul to Rahul Agnihotri. 

Concerned note. 

I, No.13762972-H NK (TS) 

Satish Kumar (Retd) resident of 

Vill Pandori Baghel Singh PO 

Jandwal, Tehsil Mukerian, Distt 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab have 

changed name of my daughter 

from Maanvi to Maanvi Mehra. 

Concerned Note. 

I, Raman Arora Son Of 

Jaspal Singh, Residing At Ward 

No. 23, Khukhrain Colony, 

Khanna, Distt.-Ludhiana, Punjab-

141401, Have Change The Name 

Of My Minor Daughter Vanya, 

Aged 5 Years And She Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Vanya 

Arora. It Is Certified That I Have 

Complied With Other Legal 

Requirements In This 

Connection. 

I, Raman Arora Son Of 

Jaspal Singh, Residing At Ward 

No. 23, Khukhrain Colony, 

Khanna, Distt.-Ludhiana, Punjab-

141401, Have Change The Name 

Of My Minor Son Viraj, Aged 5 

Years And He Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Viraj Arora. It Is 

Certified That I Have Complied 

With Other Legal Requirements 

In This Connection. 

I, Mohd, Vakeel S/o 

Mohammad Sabbir R/o H No. 53-

B Shiva Enclave Zirakpur, Mohali 

have changed my name from 

Mohd. Vakeel to Mohammad 

Wakil 

I Laxmi Devi Gurung W/o 

Lal Dhoj Gurung, House No 88, 

1st Floor, Type-1, Sector 12, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Laxmi Devi Gurung to 

Laxmi Gurung. 

I Jagdish Chander Sagwal 

(New Name) son of Bulla Ram 

Resident of V.P.O Kaul, District 

Kaithal, Haryana-136021, declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Jagdish Chander (Previous 

Name) to Jagdish Chander 

Sagwal (New Name) all 

concerned please may note. 

I, Rajiv Kumar S/o Jagdish 

Chand R/o Village Bhojpur, Tehsil 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Rajiv Kumar to Rajeev Kumar 

and date of birth changed from 

18.06.1991 to 18.07.1990 

I, Rohtash Kumar S/o 

Bakshi Ram R/o C-5, 336-D/1, 

Near Gurudwara, Saraswati 

Colony, Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Rohtash Kumar to Rohtash 

Kanwar. In future I shall be known 

as Rohtash Kanwar. 

I, Ashok Kumar S/o Chela 

Ram R/o H.No. 1522, Urban 

Estate-2, Hisar (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Ashok 

Kumar S/o Chela Ram to Ashok 

Kumar Nagpal S/o Chela Ram 

Nagpal for all purposes in future. 

I, Paramjeet Shukla R/o Vill 

Rangian, Postoffice Cholta 

Khurd, District SAS Nagar 

(Mohali) Punjab Pin-140301 

declare that before marriage my 

wife's name was Ms. Sushma 

Agnihotri but after marriage her 

name is changed and now her 

name is Mrs. Sushma Shukla. 

I, Parbjot Kaur W/o 

Sukhdev Singh Vill P/o Kot 

Santokh Rai (Gurdaspur) have 

changed my name from Parbjot 

kaur to Prabhjot Kaur. All 

concerned note. 

I, Vishavdeep S/o Baldev 

Raj R/o Shivnagar, Gali No. 2, 

Railway Road, Dinanagar Distt 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Vishavdeep to Deep 

Vishav. In future Deep is my 

surname and Vishav is my given 

name.  Concerned note. 

I, Desh Raj S/o Sh. Jodha 

Ram R/o H.No. 170-A, New Char 

Chaman, Karnal I have changed 

my name from Des Raj to Desh 

Raj. 

I Jitender S/o Ved Parkash 

R/o H.no. 1641 New housing 

board colony near Sai Baba 

chowk Panipat have changed my 

name Jitender to Jitender Arora 

for all future purposes. 

I Kiran Bala W/o Janta Ram, 

H.No. 41-A, Yogesh Nagar, Distt. 

Yamuna nagar have changed my 

name from Kiran Bala Raunta to 

Kiran Bala. 

I Suman Bakshi w/o Late 

Sh. Shekhar Chander r/o VPO 

Naharpur, Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamunanagar state that in my 

LIC Policy no. 173878784 my 

name written as Neelam. I also 

knew as Suman Bakshi.  Neelam 

& Suman Bakshi both are same & 

one person. 

I Ashok Kumar Dumir s/o 

Late Sh. Nand Lal Dumir r/o # 85, 

Gali No. 2, Chopra Garden, 

Yamunanagar have changed my 

name from Ashok Kumar Dumir to 

Ashok Dumir. 

I Surinder Dumir w/o Sh. 

Ashok Dumir r/o # 85, Gali No. 2, 

Chopra Garden, Yamunanagar 

have changed my name from 

Surinder Dumir to Surinder Pal 

Kaur. 

I Neelam w/o Ramesh 

Kumar r/o Ward no. 4, Near 

Water Tank, Kharwan Road, 

Buria, Distt Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from Neelam 

Rani to Neelam.  

I, Jatinder Kumar (date of 

birth 01-01-1987) S/o Bhudev 

Singh R/o Plot No.48, INDL-1, 

Panchkula have changed my 

name Jeetu and date of birth  15-

08-1988. 

I, Megha W/O Bhupinder 

Singh R/O Village- Khothe 

Ghurala Kahnuwan Road 

Gurdaspur. Punjab. Declare That 

My Given Name As Megha And 

My Surname As Singh. 

I, Jewan Singh S/O Jagir 

Singh R/O Vpo- Gaznipur, Distt- 

Gurdaspur, Punjab-143520. Have 

Changed My Name From Jewan 

Singh To Jeewan Singh. 

I, Amarjeet Kaur Mother Of 

Late Hav Anil Kumar Service 

No.2704129k R/O House 

No.592/1, Ward No.13, Mohalla 

Gopal Nagar, Gurdaspur. Pin-

143521, Tehsil/District Gurdaspur. 

Punjab, India. Declare That My 

Name Amarjeet Kaur Is Wrong. 

But My Name Amarjit Is Correct. 

Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb07132722560127x Dated 

14-02-2025 Before Notary Public 

Gurdaspur, Punjab. 

I, Ramesh Kumar S/O Dhan 

Pat Singh R/O Village- Banda 

Heri, Tehsil/District- Hisar, State- 

Haryana Pin Code- 125001, 

India. Declare That In My Army 

Service Record My Wife Name 

Pramila Is Wrong. But My Wife 

Name Premela Kumari Is Correct. 

Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb06395648432136x Dated 

13-02-2025 Before Notary Public 

Gurdaspur, Punjab. 

I  Ritu  W/o Maninder Singh 

resident of Mohalla Arya Nagar 

Jail Road,   Gurdaspur have 

changed my name from Ritu  to  

Ritu Kondal  concerned note 

please. 

I  Maninder Singh S/o 

Hardeep Kumar resident of 

Mohalla Arya Nagar Jail Road, 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Maninder Singh  to  

Singh Maninder concerned note 

please. 

I  Daljit Kaur W/o Narinder 

Singh resident of  H No 62/2 Sant 

Nagar Trimmo Road, Gurdaspur 

have changed my name from 

Daljit Kaur to  Daljit Kaur Saini  

concerned note please. 

I, Splaiyammal Mother  Of 

No. 15783808a Rank L/Hav 

Name Murugan S Presently 

Residing At Vill – 

Kadamalaikundu, Po – 

Kadamalaikundu, Teh – Andipatti, 

Dist – Theni, State – Tamil Nadu, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Splaiyammal To Solaiyammal S 

Vide Affidavit No In-

Pb06740529450348x Dated 

13-02-2025 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Selvam Father Of  No. 

15783808a Rank L/Hav Name 

Murugan S Presently Residing At 

Vill – Kadamalaikundu, Po – 

Kadamalaikundu, Teh – Andipatti, 

Dist – Theni, State – Tamil Nadu, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Selvam To Selvam 

Karupaiyadevar Vide Affidavit No 

In-Pb06738743689280x Dated 

13-02-2025 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No. 15783808a Rank 

L/Hav Name Murugan S 

Presently Residing At Vill – 

Kadamalaikundu, Po – 

Kadamalaikundu, Teh – Andipatti, 

Dist – Theni, State – Tamil Nadu, 

Have Changed The Name Of My 

Daughter From Dharshni To 

Dharshni M Vide Affidavit No In-

Pb06753800869735x Dated 

13-02-2025 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No. 15783808a Rank 

L/Hav Name Murugan S 

Presently Residing At Vill – 

Kadamalaikundu, Po – 

Kadamalaikundu, Teh – Andipatti, 

Dist – Theni, State – Tamil Nadu, 

Have Changed The Name Of My 

Son From M Harish To Harish M 

Vide Affidavit No In-

Pb06755053824233x Dated 

13-02-2025 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Santparkash Singh S/O 

Diwan Singh R/O Vill- Babri, Po- 

Babri Jiwanwal, Tehsil And 

District Gurdaspur Punjab. 

Declrae That My Given Name As 

Santparkash And My Surname As 

Singh. 

I, Rupali Chugh W/o Sh. 

Shivam Chugh R/o H.no.1406, 

Sector-13, Vrinda Enclave 

Panipat declares that I have 

changed my name from Rupali 

Sachdeva to Rupali Chugh, for all 

future purposes. 

I, Amit Kumar S/o Sh. Bhim 

Sain, R/o House no. 130, Sector-

12, Huda, Panipat, declare that 

Amit Kumar S/o Sh. Bhim Sain 

and Amit Sethi S/o Sh. Bhim Sain 

Sethi both are my names. In 

future I shall be known as Amit 

Sethi S/o Sh. Bhim Sain Sethi . 

I Kirandeep Kaur Virk 

daughter of Harjinder Singh, 

Resident of House Number 307, 

Jalmana, Jalmana (64), Karnal, 

Haryana, 132039 and presently 

residing at 1224, 25 Avenue NW 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada do 

hereby change my name from 

Kirandeep to Kirandeep Kaur Virk 

with immediate effect. 

I Bimal Kumar S/o Kailash 

Chand Jain R/o House No 1772, 

Housing Board Colony , Sector 6, 

Karnal Haryana have changed 

my name from Bimal Kumar to  

Bimal Kumar Jain. 

I Samir Rasali S/o Sh. 

Rajman Rasali R/o House no 

1727, Sector 33-D, Chandigarh 

have changed my minor daughter 

name from Deepika to Deepika 

Rasali. 

I, Shiffali Kaher D/o Anil 

Kaher W/o Kanav Khanna R/o 

47-A, Gali No.11, Guru Amardass 

Avenue, Ajnala Road, Amritsar, 

Punjab-143001 have changed my 

name after marriage from Shiffali 

Kaher to Shiffali Khanna. 

I, Anil Jain  S/o Sh.Bimal 

Parkash Jain R/o 1157-H, Vallabh 

Colony, Circular Road, Ambala 

City  have changed my name 

from Anil Kumar Jain to Anil Jain. 

Madan Lal Soni (new 

name), son of Sh. Nathu Ram, 

Resident of Ward No. 4, Shali 

Bazar-Tehsil Theog, District 

Shimla, Himachal Pradesh 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Madan Lal (Pervious 

name) to Madan Lal Soni (new 

name). All concerned please may 

note. 

Priyanjli Soni (new name), 

daughter of Sh. Madan lal soni 

Resident of Ward No. 4, Shali 

Bazar-Tehsil Theog, District 

Shimla, Himachal Pradesh 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Priyanjli (Pervious 

name) to Priyanjli Soni (new 

name). all concerned please may 

note. 

I, Army No.13976628M Ex-

NK Harish Kumar Son of Sh. 

Deep Ram Resident of Diksha 

Niwas, Scientist Colony Khundi 

Dhar, Post Office Shamti, Tehsil-

District Solan Himachal Pradesh 

declare that my wife name 

Poonam Gautam is wrongly 

entered in my Army Records. 

Whereas in other government 

documents my wife name is 

entered as Poonam Lata Sharma. 

My wife correct name is Poonam 

Lata Sharma. all concerned 

please may note. 

I Saloni Devi D/O Bodh Raj, 

R/O Behalpur PO Sohra, Tehsil 

Indora district, Kangra HP declare 

that I want to change my name 

from Saloni Devi to Saloni 

Salhotra as per the affidavit, 

before the Tehsildar Indora on 

dated 10.2.2025 

I, Parminder Kaur W/o 

Gurwinder Singh R/o VPO Bham 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed the name of my minor 

daughter from Pritika to Pritika 

Kaur. Concerned note. 

I, JC-84600L Ex Sub Jit 

Singh S/o Shri Hazara Singh R/o 

Vill. Mona Khurd PO Rajpur 

Bhayan, Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 

date of birth of my daughter 

Kuljeet Kaur from 10 years to 28-

01-1985.  

I, Smt. Swarnjit Kaur W/o 

No. 4465195M Ex Hav Tarsem 

Singh R/o Vill. Chhauni Kalan 

(Bangla), PO Ram Colony Camp, 

Tehsil & Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Swarnjit Kaur to Simranjit Kaur. 

Concerned note. 

I, Rajesh Kumari w/o Vinod 

Kumar, R/o Village Chamar 

Khera, Sub-Tehsil Uklana, District 

Hisar (Haryana), declare that my 

name is written wrongly as 

Rajesh in my minor son's Aditya 

10th class documents. I want to 

correct it as my actual name 

Rajesh Kumari. 

I, Army No.17017656K 

Rank CFN Name Jhala Jitendra 

Sinh S/o Zala  Pravin Sinh 

Khuman Sinh  R/o Gram Balol, 

Balol Surendra Nagar, Gujrat- 

363425 declare that in my Army 

service record name and Date of 

birth of my father have been 

wrongly written as J Pravinsinh 

Khuman Sinh and 21.07.1968 . 

His correct name and DOB are 

Zala  Pravinsinh Khumansinh  

and 01.01.1968 vide affidavit No. 

IN-PB06634798936956X dated 

13.02.2025. 

I, Army No.17017656K 

Rank CFN Name Jhala Jitendra 

Sinh S/o Zala  Pravinsinh 

Khumansinh  R/o Gram Balol, 

Balol Surendra Nagar, Gujrat- 

363425 declare that in my Army 

service record name and Date of 

birth of my mother have been 

wrongly written as J Urmilaba 

Pravinsinh and 08.01.1970 . Her 

correct name and DOB are Zala 

Urmilaba Pravinsinh  and 

01.01.1971 vide affidavit No. IN-

PB06633367515051X dated 

13.02.2025 

I, Avtar Singh S/O Shiv 

Singh Village  & Post Office Kaler 

Kalan Teh / Distt. Gurdaspur have 

changed My name  Avtar Singh 

Kaler to Avtar Singh. 

I, Sukhwinder  Kaur W/o 

Avtar  Singh Village & Post Office 

Kaler Kalan Teh  / Distt. 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name  Sukhwinder Kaur Kaler  to 

Sukhwinder Kaur 

I, Palwinder   Kaur W/o 

Gurjinder Singh  Village & Post 

Office Kaler Kalan Teh / Distt. 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name Palwinder  Kaur Kaler  to 

Palwinder  Kaur. 

I Gurdev Singh S/o Ujagar 

Singh R/o Mohalla Partap Nagar, 

Qadian Teh. Batala Distt. 

Gurdaspur declare that Gurdev is 

my given name and Singh is my 

Surname. Now my name is Singh 

Gurdev.Concerned note. 

I, Gian Kaur W/O Mohinder 

Singh R/O Adda Chowk, Ghoman, 

Gurdaspur, Punjab-143514 have 

changed my name to Sumitar 

Kaur. 

I, Mujmila D/O Mohbin 

Akhtar R/O 98/25, Kalupur, 

Sonipat, Haryana-131001 have 

changed my name to Nisha. 

I, Kuldeep Singh S/o Jarnail 

Singh R/o Bhurthali Dhani, Tehsil 

Tohana District Fatehabad 

declares that my son's name is 

Gurpreet Singh, which I have now 

changed to Gurpreet Singh Sidhu. 

In future, he should be known and 

recognized by the name of 

Gurpreet Singh Sidhu. 

I, Dipesh Bansal, S/o Navin 

Bansal, R/o 111-C, New 

Generation Ext., Dhakoli, Zirakpur, 

Punjab, declare that my father’s 

name is wrongly mentioned in my 

documents as Naveen Bansal 

instead of Navin Bansal. The 

correct name is Navin Bansal. 

I, Jaideep Singh Chawla S/o 

Sh Gursharan Singh Chawla 

Resident Yamuna nagar tahsil 

Jagadhri district Yamunanagar I 

have change my name from 

Jaideep Singh to Jaideep Singh 

Chawla All concerned note. 

I,  Aanchal Mehta W/O 

Pankaj Bajaj R/O Flat No-49, 

Tower-C,Orbit Apartment, VIP 

Road, Zirakpur have changed my 

name to Aanchal Bajaj. 

I, Chhota Devi mother of 

No.JC 249183P Ris Virender R/o 

Nautana (48) Mahendragarhm, 

Haryana-123027 have changed 

my name from Chhota Devi to 

Chhotan Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB0417262881772X 

Dt.05.02.2025 before Executive 

Magistrate Amritsar 

I, Yallavva mother of 

No.15494304N Ld Bhimappa 

Danadavar R/o 109, Panagutti, 

Gutaguddi, Belgaum, Karnataka-

591243 have changed my name 

from Yallavva to Yallavva Holeppa 

Danadavar Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB06284425959209X 

Dt.12.02.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Holeppa Father of 

No.15494304N Ld Bhimappa 

Danadavar R/o 109, Panagutti 

Gutaguddi, Belgaum, Karnataka-

591243 have changed my name 

from Holeppa to Holeppa 

Lagamappa Danadavar Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB06284536304811X 

Dt.12.02.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Jagdeesh Mishra father of 

No.15515387A Swr Ram Bharos 

Mishra R/o Village Harinathpur 

Lodhwa, Harinathpur, Maharuwa 

Gola, Distt. Ambedkar Nagar Uttar 

Pradesh-224231 have changed 

my name from Jagdeesh Mishra 

to Jagdish Prasad Vide Affidavit 

No.IN-PB06282789049310X 

Dt.12.02.2025 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Rajesh Kumar Son of Om 

Parkash residing at H.No.1156, 

Sandhu Colony, Near Bhapa High 

School 88 Feet Road, Majitha 

Road, District Amritsar-143001 

Punjab have changed the name of 

my minor Son Yuvraj Aged 12 

Years and he shall hereafter be 

known as Yugraj Kumar 

I, Vikas Mahajan S/o Kundan 

Lal R/o 2264-B, Gali Aawe Wali I/s 

Gate Bhagtan Wala District 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Vikas Mahajan to Vikas 

Kumar 

I, Harpal Singh S/o Nirmal 

Singh R/o E-4/1131 Japani Mill, 

Chheharta, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Harpal 

Singh to Harpal Singh Bajwa 

I, Simerjeet Kaur mother of 

No.2516502F Sep Navdeep Singh 

R/o Desu Khurd (170) Sirsa 

Haryana-125201 have changed 

my name from Simerjeet Kaur to 

Simarjeet Kaur Vide Affidavit 

No.IN-PB06899702044430X 

Dt.14.02.2025 before notary 

Public Amritsar 

I hitherto known as Amarjit 

Kaur W/o Joginder Singh, residing 

at Desalpur, Athola, Jalandhar-

144002, Punjab, India have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Pindu. 

I, Kiran W/o Surjit Kumar R/o 

H.No.162, Ram Nagar Colony, 

Islamabad, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Kiran to 

Kiran Bala 

I, Balwinder Kaur Dhuppar 

W/o Daljit Singh Dhuppar R/o 

H.No.61-C, Gali No.7, Loharka 

Road, Ranjit Vihar, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Balwinder 

Kaur Dhupppar to Balwinder Kaur 

I, Sravani is legally wedded 

wife of No.15158191M Hav Koneti 

Rangaiah O residing at VPO 

Bestavaripeta, Tehsil 

Bestavaripeta, District Prakasam 

Andhra Pradesh-523334 have 

changed my name from Sravani to 

Obulapuram Sravani and my DOB 

is 10.06.1994 Vide Affidavit 

No.BB025526 dated 3.02.2025 

before notary Paradesi Niranjan 

Kumar Giddalur, Prakasam District 

Andhra Pradesh 

I, Renu w/o Rupesh Sharma 

r/o House No 1294, Sector 13, UE, 

Thanesar, Distt Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from Renu to 

Renu Devi. 

I, Rupesh s/o Banarsi Das 

Sharma r/o House No 1294, 

Sector 13, UE, Thanesar, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Rupesh to Rupesh 

Sharma. 

I, Neha w/o Vikas Garg r/o 

House No.1345/8, Bhim Colony, 

Salarpur Road, Tehsil Thanesar, 

Distt. Kurukshetra have changed 

my name from Neha To Neha 

Garg. 

I, Himanshu S/o Vijay Garg  

R/o 1229/A, 2nd Floor, Sector 14, 

Hisar, Haryana  declare that I have 

changed my name from  

Himanshu  to  Himanshu Garg  for 

future purpose. 

I, Parvesh S/o Lal Chand  R/o 

House No. 10-11, Surender 

Colony, Near Hari Har Mandir, 

Jawahar Nagar, Hisar declare that 

I have changed my name from  

Parvesh  to Parvesh Kumar for all 

future  purpose. 

I, Sher Singh Kaliramna S/o 

Shiv Karan R/o H. No. 266, 

Defence Colony, Near Bluming 

Dailj School, Hisar declare that I 

have changed my name from  

Sher Singh Kaliramna to Sher 

Singh for all future  purpose. 

I, Indra Kaliramna W/o Sher 

Singh R/o H. No. 266, Defence 

Colony, Near Bluming Dailj School, 

Hisar declare that I have changed 

my name from  Indra Kaliramna to 

Indra for all future  purpose. 

I, Jaideep singh S/o Rattan 

Singh Poonia R/o VPO Satrod 

Khurd, Distt. Hisar (Haryana) 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Jaideep Singh to 

Jaideep Singh Poonia for future 

purpose. 

I, Kavita W/o Sushil Kumar 

R/o Ward No. 12, Near Gurana 

Walo Ki Dairy, Barwala, Hisar, 

Haryana 125021 declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Kavita  to  Kamodini  for all future 

purpose. 

I, Sanjay Kumar S/o Kewal 

Singh R/o Friends Colony, 

Kharkhari Road, Gali No-4, 

Bhiwani have to change name of 

my minor son Pratham to Pratham 

Kumar for all future purposes. 

I, Lalit / Lalit Kumar S/o 

Girdhar Gopal Goyal R/o House 

No. 18, Sector 14, Opposite Civil 

Hospital, Hisar, Haryana 125001 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Lalit / Lalit Kumar to 

Lalit Goyal  for all future purpose. 

I, Poonam  D/o  Dwarka Dass 

Bansal R/o House No. 18, Sector 

14, Opposite Civil Hospital, Hisar, 

Haryana 125001 declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Poonam to Punam  Goyal  for all 

future purpose. 

I, Punam  Devi Goyal D/o  

Dwarka Dass Bansal R/o House 

No. 18, Sector 14, Opposite Civil 

Hospital, Hisar, Haryana 125001 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Punam Devi Goyal to 

Punam  Goyal  for all future 

purpose. 

I, Sandish Kumar  S/o Sukali  

R/o # 584 Rajiv colony sector -17 

Panchkula, have changed my 

name to Sandip. 

I Ram rachhpal s/o kaka ram 

r/o 104 new obray market 

yamunanagar. That I have change 

my name From Ram rachhpal to 

Ram richhpal Aul . 

I Meena Rani w/o Bhupinder 

Singh #555, ward no.11, mirch 

mandi rajpura, tehsil rajpura distt 

patiala have changed my name 

from Meena Rani to Meena pawar 

I Deshraj Rawat S/O Kanhai  

#666 Sector 12a Panchkula , I 

Have Changed My Name Deshraj 

Rawat To Deshraj 

I Geeta W/O Deshraj #666 

Sector 12a Panchkula , I Have 

Changed My Name Geeta To 

Geeta Rani. 

I Neeraj Singh S/O Bir Singh 

= #572, Preet  Colony Zirakpur 

District Mohali Have Changed My 

Name From Neeraj To Neeraj 

Singh. 

I Prem Lata W/O Prem Singh 

R/O #150 Behlolpur Mohali Tehsil 

& Distt Mohali Declare That Lata 

Devi And Prem Lata  Names Of 

One And Same Person 

I, Dilbag Singh @ Dilbag 

Singh Bhullar s / o Randhir Singh 

r/o Vill. Jhabelwali Sri Muktsar 

Sahib have declare that above 

said both names are mine i, known 

by Dilbag Singh and Dilbag Singh 

Bhullar  

I, Jalal Babu Saheb legally 

father of No.16124817H Rank NK 

Name J M Saheb Unit 440 Engr 

Sqn C/o 56 APO Bathinda cantt. 

(Punjab) permanent resident of 1-

205, R S Rangapuram Village, 

Bethamcherla Mandal, 

Rangapuram, Distt. Kurnool, 

State- Andhra Pradesh-518598 

declare That I have changed my 

name from Jalal Babu Saheb to 

Jalal Babusaheb and DOB from 

01.07.1969 to 01.01.1970 vide 

affidavit dated 14.02.2025 

I, Jalal Hussain Bee legally 

mother of No.16124817H Rank 

NK Name J M Saheb Unit 440 

Engr Sqn C/o 56 APO Bathinda 

cantt. (Punjab) permanent resident 

of 1-205, Rangapuram Village, 

Bethamcherla Mandal, VTC : 

Rangapuram, Distt. Nandyal, 

State- Andhra Pradesh-518598 

declare That I have changed my 

name from Jalal Hussain Bee to 

Jalal Hussen Bee and DOB from 

01.07.1972 to 01.01.1975 vide 

affidavit dated 14.02.2025 

I, Army No. 3008007F, Hav 

Abhimanu S/o Rajender Prasad 

R/o Vill Ratera, The Bawanikhera 

and Distt Bhiwani, declare that my 

wife Mukesh Devi DOB is 

recorded as 12-12-1987 in my 

Army record which is wrong. 

correct DOB is 19-05-1987 which 

should corrected in my Army 

record. 

I, Hoshiyari M/o Army 

No.14869473F, HAV Sandeep 

Kumar Regt. ASC R/o Vill Khark 

Jattan, Po-Bainsi, Distt Rohtak, 

Haryana-124514, declare that in 

my son army record my Name 

Hushiyari & DOB is 01-01-1950 

.which is incorrect.correct Name is 

Hoshiyari & DOB is 01-01-1953. 

I Mansi daughter of Rajbir 

resident of village Madina, Teh. 

Gohana distt. Sonipat wants to 

state that the spelling of my name 

in 8th and 12th class marksheet 

and in Aadharcard is Mansi but in 

10th class marksheet the speeling 

of my name is manshi So I kindly 

request the authorities to please 

correct my name spelling of 10th 

class marksheet as same as in 

8th 12th and aadhar card 

I, Kuldeep Kaur W/o Late 

Sh. Mohinder Singh (Army No. 

1424175, Rank Ex SPR) R/o 

Village Bhankharpur, Tehsil Dera 

Bassi, Distt. S.A.S. Nagar 

(Punjab), have changed my name 

from Kuldip Kaur to Kuldeep Kaur. 

I, Raju Kanchagaratti  S/o 

Sh. Annappa, A/P Hanchinal, 

TQ,Hukkeri, District Belagavi 

karnataka 591243  have changed 

my minor son name  from Aditya 

Kanchagaratti to Aditya. 

I Lakhpati w/o Shyam Lal r/o 

VPO Manoharpur Teh. & Distt. 

Jind declare that I have changed 

my name from Lakhpati to Lakho 

Devi. In future known me as 

Lakho Devi for all purposes. 

I, Balwan Singh S/o Mai 

Chand R/o Vill. Palri Khurd, VPO 

Jhundpur, Sonipat, Haryana 

declares that in my son's Neerav 

birth certificate, my name is 

wrongly entered as Balwan. 

Please correct it to Balwan Singh. 

I, Rama Bansal W/o Late 

Shri Surinder Kumar Bansal R/o 

H.no. 7, Shivpuri-B, Near ITI, 

Yamunanagar, Haryana-135001 

presently residing at 482, Sector-

11, Panchkula-134112 have 

changed my name from Rama 

Bansal to Guddi Devi. 

I, Mandeep Kaur W/o 

Jagvinder Singh Gill R/o H. No. 

317 Near Gurudwara  VPO 

Chander Kalan Teh Tohana Distt 

Fatehabad have change my name 

Mandeep Kaur to Mandeep Kaur 

Gill.  

I, Vansh S/o Ajmer Singh R/o 

VPO Nanheri Tehsil Tohana Distt 

Fatehabad have  change my 

name Vansh to Vansh Thakur. 

I,  Satnam Singh  S/o  Late  

Jiwan, House No-2-G-Block, 

Nangal (Rupnagar) declare that in 

some documents my father name 

is written as Jiwan Ram, but my 

father's correct name is Jiwan. 

I, Vandana Jhingan D/o  Tej 

Karan Mittal, R/o  H. No. 52, 

Deerwood Chase, Nirvana 

Country, Sector 52, Gurgaon, 

have changed my name  from 

Vandana Mittal to Vandana 

Jhingan after marriage.  

I, Sirandip Singh S/o Teja 

Singh R/o  H.No. 1052, Sector – 

38B, Chandigarh, have changed 

my name from Sirandip Singh to 

Sirandeep Singh Panag. 

I, Anjali Mukherjee W/o Sh. 

Vishal Joshi R/o House No. 354, 

Gillco Bungalows, Gillco Valley, 

Kharar , Sector 127, SAS Nagar, 

Punjab 140301 have changed my 

name to Anjali Joshi 

I, Kiranbir Singh S/o Sh. 

Biker Singh Dullat #752, RCS 

Enclave Sector 49 A, Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Kiranbir Singh Dullat S/o Sh. Biker 

Singh Dullat.  

I, Monica Alias Monika W/o 

Mohinder Kumar Uppal, VPO 

Daroli upper (Rupnagar)  declare 

that Monica and Monika  both are 

name of  same person. 

I,  Mohinder Kumar Alias 

Mohinder Kumar Uppal S/o 

Surinder Kumar, VPO Daroli 

Upper (Rupnagar) declare that 

Mohinder Kumar and  Mohinder 

Kumar Uppal both are name of  

same person.  

I, Dinesh Kumar Son of Sh. 

Lekh Ram Resident of House No. 

1085-C, Small Flats Dhanas 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Dinesh Kumar to 

Dinesh Kumar Verma. 

I, Sharnjit Kaur Chahal W/o 

Amaninder Singh Brar R/o House 

No 1109, Sector 42-B, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Sharnjit Kaur Chahal 

to Sharanjit Kaur. 

I, Pushkar Singh Negi 

Father of Army No. 14930720H 

Rank: Hav Khem Singh Unit: 6 

Mech Inf C/o 56 APO Pin- 911706, 

Resident of Bijoli, Po Rithakhal, 

Bijolle, Pauri Garhwal, Rithakhal, 

Uttarakhand Pin- 246172 have 

changed my name from Pushkar 

Singh Negi to Pushkar Singh. 

I, Anita Mahakud Legally 

Wedded Wife of Army No. 

14647835N Rank: Hav Prafulla 

Pati Unit: 6 Mech Inf C/o 56 APO, 

Resident of VPO. Sarasatia, Dist. 

Balasore, Sarasatia, Balasore, 

Sarsatia, Odisha Pin- 756043, 

have changed my Name from 

Anita Mahakud to Anita Pati. 

I, Karunakar Pati Father of 

Army No. 14647835N Rank: Hav 

Prafulla Pati Unit: 6 Mech Inf C/o 

56 APO, Resident of VPO. 

Sarasatia, Dist. Balasore, 

Sarasatia, Balasore, Sarsatia, 

Odisha Pin- 756043, have 

changed my Date of Birth from 01-

07-1957 to 24-10-1950. 

I Kamlesh Rani w/o Amar 

Singh R/o H No 1521 ward no 11, 

Near Triveni Park, Sec 2 declares 

that Kamlesh Kumari and 

Kamlesh Rani both are same and 

one person 

I Vakhatsinh Zala is legally 

Father of Army No. 15781475A 

Rank Hav Name Zala 

Ashvinkumar of Unit 408 Gun 

MSL Regt C/o 56 APO Residing at 

Surpur, Antrolivas Doljli, Po 

Antroli, District. Sabarkantha 

State Gujarat Pin-383305 Declare 

That My Date of Birth 01.07.1913 

Wrongly Mentioned in my Son 

Army Service Records but my 

correct Date of Birth is 

01.01.1964.  

I, Krishna Bai Wife Of Late 

Kashmir Chand And Mother Of 

Army No 15359265m Ex Nk (Ts) 

Mohinder Singh Resident Of Vpo 

Patel Nagar Tehsil And Distt 

Ferozepur, Punjab Pin-152001 

Have Changed My Name From 

Krishna Bai To Krishna Rani And 

Also Change My Date Of Birth 

From 01 Jul 1939 To 01 Jan 1938 

In My Son Army Service Records 

And Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

My New Name Krishna Rani As 

Per Affidavit Dated 14 Feb 2025 

I Jc314538L Rank Nb/Sub 

Name C Sathiyaseelan Of Unit 03 

Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo, Pin-

914003 Yol Cantt, Have Changed 

My Wife Name From Nathiya To S 

Nathiya & Date Of Birth 

10.04.1985 To 10.04.1988. 

I, More Shantabai Narayan 

Is Legally Mother Of Name More 

Krishna Narayan, Residing At 

Village Katetali, Po. Sadavali, 

District Raigad, (Mh) Pin-402303 

Have Changed My Name From 

More Shantabai Narayan To 

Shevanti Narayan More & D.O.B 

01/07/1941 To 01/01/1943.  

I, Bala Devi Is Mother Of 

15184435m, Rank Hav(Rst), 

Name Mohit Kumar Unit Of 228 

Fd Regt. C/O 56 Apo, Ferozepur 

Cantt Residing At Village Bhava, 

Distt. Ghaziabad (Up) 245101 

Have Changed My Name From 

Bala Devi To Bala & D.O.B 

01/01/1965 To 01/01/1959. 

I Parveen Punj S/o Amar 

Nath Sharma R/o 56 Aggarwal 

Complex Ambala Cantt Haryana 

that I have changed my name 

from Parveen Punj to Parveen 

Sharma . Concerned note  

I Maniram Doley S/o Late 

Bholaram Doley Permanent 

Resident of Vill. Danichapori PO 

Danichapori PS Dergaon Mouza - 

Missamora district Golaghat 

Assam that in my son's service 

record my name is wrongly 

mentioned as Moniram Doley and 

DOB as 30/10/1958 but my actual 

name is Maniram Doley and DOB 

is 01/10/1955 . Concerned note 

I Nechi Doley W/o Maniram 

Doley Permanent Resident of Vill. 

Danichapori PO Danichapori PS 

Dergaon Mouza - Missamora 

district Golaghat Assam that in my 

son's service record my name is 

wrongly mentioned as Marechi 

Doley and DOB as 10/06/1962 but 

my actual name is Nechi Doley 

and DOB is 01/10/1963 . 

Concerned note 

I Sarnalata Doley W/o Biju 

Doley Permanent Resident of Vill. 

Danichapori PO Danichapori PS 

Dergaon Mouza - Missamora 

district Golaghat Assam that in my 

husband's service record my 

name is wrongly mentioned as 

Sarnalota but my actual name is 

Sarnalata Doley . Concerned note 

I, Balraj Singh, S/o Sh.Lal 

Singh, R/o Government School, 

Barwa (5), Kurukshetra, declare 

that my name has been written as 

Balraj by mistake in the 10th mark 

sheet of my son Anuj. Whereas 

my correct name is Balraj Singh. 

In future also I should be known 

as Balraj Singh. 

It Is For General Information 

That I, Preeti Ahlawat D/O 

Sukhdev Singh Residing At 

Kalasar, Kaithal, Haryana-136117 

Declare That The Name Of Mine 

And My Mother Have Been 

Wrongly Written As Preeti Ahalawt 

And Jeeto Devi In My Cbse Class 

10th Educational Documents. The 

Actual Name Of Mine And My 

Mother Are Preeti Ahlawat And 

Jeeto Respectively Which May Be 

Amended Accordingly. It Is 

Certified That I Have Complied 

With Other Legal Requirements In 

This Connection. Preeti Ahlawat 

Signature (Signature Of Applicant) 

I, Ramandeep Singh S/O 

Brahm Pal R/O Village Kakheri 

Tehsil Guhla District Kaithal 

Haryana have changed my name 

from Ramandeep to Ramandeep 

Singh. 

I Sachin S/o Surender 

Kumar R/o House No. 20A, First 

Floor, Gill Colony, Baltana 

Zirakpur SAS Nagar Punjab 

declare that my father's name 

mentioned incorrect as Surender 

in my some documents. His 

Correct name is Surender Kumar. 

I, Sohanu (Aadhar No. 

222199944810) s/o Ramdhari r/o 

Hansdahar Tehsil Narwana 

District Jind declare that I have 

changed my name from Sohanu 

to Sohanu Sohanu. 

Classifieds

LOST AND FOUND CHANGE OF NAME
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The scheduled arrival of two
more planes carrying

Indian deportees from the
United States has triggered
fresh political controversy in
the state, with the Punjab
Government raising strong
objections to the choice of
Amritsar as the landing desti-
nation. Scheduled to land late
Saturday night, the flight is
expected to bring back 119
deportees, including 67 from
Punjab and 33 from Haryana.

The latest deportation fol-
lows the February 5 flight that
carried 104 illegal immigrants
– including 30 from Punjab,
who were shackled and hand-
cuffed upon their return — an
image that sparked widespread
outrage. The Punjab
Government and opposition
leaders have accused the Centre
of deliberately selecting Punjab
as the landing site, calling it an
attempt to defame the state and
its people.

The selection of Amritsar
as the primary landing site for
deportation flights has sparked
sharp criticism from Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, his Cabinet Ministers,
and opposition leaders alike.
They argued that the deportees
include individuals from mul-
tiple states, yet the flights are
being directed to Punjab, there-
by reinforcing negative stereo-
types about illegal immigration.

Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema has
openly questioned why the
flights are not landing in
Gujarat, Haryana, or Delhi.
“By consistently landing these
flights in Amritsar, the Centre
is singling out Punjab, creating

a false impression that illegal
immigration is solely a Punjabi
problem,” Cheema said.

Echoing these concerns,
Senior Congress leader Pargat
Singh said: “If people from
multiple states are being
deported, why is Punjab being
made the face of this issue? The
Prime Minister, who is cur-
rently in the US, must also take
up this matter with the
American administration and
question why our youth are
being shackled and deported in
such an inhumane manner.”

����������������
�
�����������������

The controversy has led to
a war of words between the
Punjab Government and the
BJP-led Centre. Chief Minister
Mann on Friday alleged that
the Modi Government is
“intentionally” trying to tar-
nish Punjab’s reputation. “This
is a planned move to defame
Punjab and Punjabis. Illegal
immigration is a national issue,
not just a Punjabi problem. So
why are all the deportation
flights landing in Amritsar?”
he questioned. Mann also
pointed out the Centre’s selec-
tive treatment of Punjab, stat-
ing, “When we ask for inter-
national flights from Amritsar,
the Centre cites security con-
cerns due to its proximity to
the border. But when it comes
to deportation flights, sud-
denly these concerns disap-
pear. Why can’t these flights
land in Delhi or Ahmedabad?”
He further accused the Modi
Government of abandoning
deported Indians instead of
ensuring their dignified return.
“These individuals are victims
of human trafficking and
fraudulent travel agents. The
government should have sent
its own planes to bring them
back with dignity rather than
allowing the US to deport
them like criminals,” Mann

said.
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The BJP, however, has dis-
missed the controversy as polit-
ically-motivated. Punjab BJP
president Sunil Jakhar defend-
ed the Centre’s decision, argu-
ing that the issue should not be
politicized. “The focus should
be on addressing illegal immi-
gration, not on where the
flights are landing. This is a
humanitarian issue, and all
political parties must work
together to prevent young peo-
ple from taking illegal routes,”
Jakhar said.  He also claimed
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had raised concerns
about the treatment of depor-
tees during his visit to the US.
“India has always maintained
that those who are verified as
Indian citizens and have no
legal right to stay in the US
should be taken back.
However, we must also work to
dismantle the human traffick-
ing networks that mislead these
people into taking dangerous
routes,” Jakhar added.

Union Minister Ravneet
Singh Bittu also slammed Chief
Minister Mann for unneces-
sarily raising the issue of land-
ing the flights at Amritsar. “It
has to be landed some-
where…they are our chil-
dren…how can we leave them
in lurch. We should focus on
resolving this problem, instead
of finding issues which mean
nothing,” he said.
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Amid the controversy, the
Punjab Government has con-
stituted a four-member Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
probe illegal migration and
human trafficking networks.
The SIT is mandated to con-
duct a “comprehensive and
effective investigation” into the

role of travel agents and smug-
gling syndicates responsible
for sending people abroad
through illegal means. So far 10
FIRs have been registered.
Officials have revealed that
human trafficking networks
operating in Punjab, Gujarat,
and Andhra Pradesh have been
exploiting loopholes in immi-
gration laws to send people
abroad on fake documents.
The government is now push-
ing for stricter regulations and
harsher penalties for travel
agents engaged in illegal immi-
gration rackets.

 )*+�,-���������������
Slams Centre for Defaming

Punjab: Mann accused the
Modi Government of deliber-
ately choosing Amritsar to
land deportation flights, calling
it a “conspiracy to tarnish
Punjab’s image”

Questions MEA Decision:
Mann demanded an explana-
tion from the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) and
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on why Amritsar was
chosen over other major air-
ports like Delhi, Mumbai, or
Ahmedabad

Raises Border Security
Concerns: Mann pointed out
that Amritsar is just 40 kms
from the Pakistan border and
questioned why a US military
aircraft was allowed to land
there when commercial inter-
national flights are often denied

Slams Modi’s Foreign
Policy: CM criticized PM
Modi’s visit to the US, calling
it a failure. “While Modi was
shaking hands with Trump, our
youth were being deported in
chains. Is this a return gift from
the US?” Mann remarked

Demands Dignified Return
For Deportees: Mann insisted
that deported individuals
should have been brought back
respectfully instead of being
treated like criminals.
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In one of the biggest heroin
seizures of this year, Amritsar

Rural Police has busted a cross-
border smuggling racket with
the arrest of a drug smuggler
and recovered 30 Kg Heroin
from his possession,Director
General of Police (DGP) Punjab
Gaurav Yadav said on Friday.

The arrested accused has
been identified as Gursimranjit
Singh alias Simran. Apart from
recovering a chunk of heroin,
police teams have also
impounded his Ford Fiesta car,
in which he was going to deliv-
er the consignment. Yadav said
that arrested accused
Gursimranjit Singh was
involved in large-scale heroin
smuggling, and it was reported
that he had recently received a
large consignment of Heroin
smuggled from across the bor-
der. Probe also suggested that
Pak-based smugglers have used
drones to transport the drug
consignment, he added.

The DGP said that further
investigations are ongoing to
identify more individuals
involved and to trace the origins
of the smuggling network.
Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Amritsar Rural Charanjit
Singh said that acting on an
intel-input, Police teams from
Amritsar Rural Police led by
SHO Gharinda stopped the
suspected Ford Fiesta car for
routine checking.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on Friday

said the State Government will
not let there be any shortage of
fertilizers for crops of farmers.
Fertilizers are being made avail-
able to farmers across the state
as per requirement as he direct-
ed the officials to immediately
make urea available in all
Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies (PACS) across the state.

Taking a suo motu cog-
nizance of the news related to
shortage of urea and DAP in the
media, Saini directed the officials
of the Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Department to make
adequate quantity of fertilizers
available in all the districts of the
state so that the production of
crops is not affected.

Following the orders of the

Chief Minister, the department
officials said an adequate quan-
tity of fertilizers is available in the
state. Urea fertilizer is also being
made available in all PACS as per
the increased need of the farm-
ers. Apart from this, IFFCO and
KRIBHCO managers have also
been instructed to provide urea
fertilizer as per demand in all
PACS.

Saini said the interest of
farmers is paramount for him
and the state government is
making efforts to get them fair
prices for everything - from fer-
tilizers and seeds to crops.

He said that Haryana is the
first state in the country where
every grain of all crops is pur-
chased at MSP. We have given
the farmers the facility to make
e-gate pass from home through
e-kharid application to sell their
crops in the market, he added.
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The Haryana BJP on Friday
announced its candidates

for the post of mayor in nine
municipal corporations that go
to the polls in March. The
Municipal Corporation elec-
tions will be held in Gurugram,
Manesar, Faridabad, Panipat,
Karnal, Rohtak, Hisar and
Yamunanagar to elect coun-
cillors and their respective
mayors.

Barring Panipat, the rest of
the MCs will go to the polls on
March 2. The elections in
Panipat will be held on March
9. The results for all MCs will
be announced March 12.
According to the press state-
ment, in BJP’s list, six women
candidates have been selected.
The outgoing Karnal Mayor
Renu Bala Gupta, a loyalist of
Union power minister and for-
mer chief minister Manohar

Lal Khattar has been given tick-
et on the post of mayor.

Other women candidates
in the fray are state BJP
women’s wing president Usha
Priyadarshi from Gurugram
Municipal Corporation;
Parveen Joshi, the chairperson
of the Haryana State
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights from Faridabad;
Komal Saini from Panipat;
Suman Bahmani, a former dis-
trict education officer who
took voluntary retirement last
year, from Yamunanagar; and
Selja Sachdeva from Ambala.
The party has picked Khattar’s
former media adviser Rajiv
Jain as its candidate from
Sonepat. Jain was miffed after
the party denied the assembly
ticket to his wife and former
minister Kavita Jain in the
elections from Sonepat last
October. The BJP had fielded
Congress-rebel and Sonepat

mayor Nikhil Madan from
Sonepat instead. BJP national
Scheduled Caste morcha vice-
president Ram Avtar Valmiki,
who unsuccessfully contested
the 2019 assembly elections
from Kalanaur (reserved) con-
stituency, has been fielded from
Rohtak for the mayor’s post.
This time, the post in Rohtak
is reserved for a candidate
from the Scheduled Castes.
Praveen Popli, the state vice-
president for NAMO app has
been given the BJP ticket for
the Hisar mayoral post. The
BJP is yet to announce its
mayor candidate for Manesar
municipal corporation.
Mayoral by-elections will be
held in Ambala and Sonepat as
their mayors Shakti Rani
Sharma and Nikhil Madan
won the assembly elections
from Kalka and Sonepat con-
stituencies, respectively, last
October.
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Friday said that since the

responsibility of enacting new
laws lies with both the State
Assemblies and Parliament,
training legislators, especially
new ones, is important to
ensure they have a thorough
understanding of legislative
procedures. This, he said, will
facilitate more informed dis-
cussions and dialogues on the
bills introduced in the state
assemblies, ultimately benefit-
ing the public in the future.
Democracy is strengthened
through proficiency in legisla-
tive work, he added.

Birla made these remarks
during a press conference after
inaugurating a two-day orien-
tation program, organized in
collaboration with the
Parliamentary Democracy
Research and Training Institute
(PRIDE) of the Lok Sabha, at
the Haryana Vidhan Sabha
here in Chandigarh.

Speaker highlighted that
the work of parliamentary
committees functions like a
mini-parliament. These com-
mittees not only review the
budget but also play a crucial
role in bringing transparency
and ensuring accountability
within the executive. He said
that the more competent an
elected representative is in leg-
islative work, the better they

will be able to meet public
expectations and excel in lead-
ership roles. He also said that,
through PRIDE, the Lok Sabha
Secretariat has organized train-
ing programs for legislative
drafting in 15 states. The qual-
ity of legislative drafts directly
impacts the public's benefit, he
added.

Terming the deliberate
deadlock in legislative work as
inappropriate, Birla said that
such conduct is not suitable for
the country and the state.
Planned deadlocks waste valu-
able legislative time. There
should be better discussions
and dialogues on all matters in
the state assemblies. Referring
to the two-day orientation pro-
gram, he said that MLAs are
elected by the public, and the
public has high expectations
from them. This training pro-
gram has been organized with
the goal of addressing key
aspects such as raising public
issues in the assembly and

ensuring their resolution, as
well as gaining a deeper under-
standing of government poli-
cies, the Speaker added.
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Speaking on the occasion,
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini said that legislature
is one of the important pillars
of democracy, and all members
must work hard towards mak-
ing it stronger. The role of elect-
ed representatives is not just to
make laws but also to raise the
voices of their constituents and
work towards solving their
problems effectively.

Saini said that the two-day
programme would focus on
brainstorming legislative pro-
cedures. All the members must
realise the great responsibility
given to them by the people
and to act as true representa-

tives of Haryana, beyond per-
sonal ideologies. Once inside
the Assembly, members should
prioritise the dignity, smooth
functioning, and prestige of the
House, said the Chief Minister.
As the leader of the House, the
Chief Minister expressed con-
fidence that democratic tradi-
tions would be upheld, and dis-
cussions would be conducted
with a spirit of unity rather
than individual interests and
every member’s voice in the
assembly will be heard.

He stated that members
must remember when they
speak in the Assembly, they
represent not just themselves
but the voices of lakhs of citi-
zens. The 14th Assembly held
16 sessions with 76 sittings
were held, while the 13th had
15 sessions with 84 sittings.
Similarly, 11 sessions and 56 sit-
tings in the 12th Vidhan Sabha,
12 sessions and 70 sittings in
the 11th Vidhan Sabha and 66
sittings in 14 sessions in the
10th Vidhan Sabha.

The Chief Minister said
that all legislators will uphold
the dignity of the House. He
acknowledged that disagree-
ments are natural in a democ-
racy but maintaining decency
is essential. He said that if
everyone works with the spir-
it of "Nation First," every deci-
sion made in the Assembly will
ultimately serve the best inter-
ests of the people.
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Corrupt officials in Punjab are
now on notice. The Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) led State
Government has launched a
sweeping crackdown on cor-
ruption, making top district offi-
cials directly responsible for elim-
inating graft in their jurisdictions.
Deputy Commissioners (DCs),
Senior Superintendents of Police
(SSPs), Sub-Divisional
Magistrates (SDMs), and Station
House Officers (SHOs) have
been warned — either ensure
clean governance or face strict
action, including adverse entries
in their Annual Confidential
Reports (ACRs), suspension, or
dismissal.

That is not all! To ensure that
officers remain accountable to the
people they serve, the Punjab
Government has introduced a
bold new system — direct feed-
back from both the general pub-
lic and elected representatives will
now play a crucial role in assess-
ing officials’ performance.

The directives came after
AAP’s humiliating defeat in the
recently-concluded Delhi
Assembly elections — a political
jolt that has prompted the Punjab
Government to reinforce its
commitment to transparency
and governance reforms. By
shifting the burden of account-
ability to senior officers, the
Government aimed at curbing
corruption at its roots and restor-
ing public trust.

Determined to restore pub-
lic trust and credibility, the State
Government has launched a
zero-tolerance campaign against
corruption, making officers
directly answerable to the people
they serve.

As per new directions, every
Deputy Commissioner, SSP, SDM,
Tehsildar, Naib Tehsildar,
Superintendents of Police (SP),
Deputy Superintendents of Police
(DSP), SHO, and other key field
officers will be under constant
scrutiny, with their reputations
and careers hinging on public

perception and legislative evalu-
ation. Those who demonstrate
integrity and efficiency will be
rewarded with greater responsi-
bilities, while those who fail to
curb corruption or engage in
misconduct will face serious
consequences.

By linking rewards and pun-
ishments directly to real-time
feedback, the Government is sig-
naling a fundamental shift
towards governance that is not
just transparent but also driven
by the voices of the people.
Directions have been issued that
interaction of the public with the
Government at all levels should
be completely hassle free.
Likewise, it has also been under-
lined that public work should be
accomplished in minimum pos-
sible time in an efficient and
polite manner.

Cabinet Minister Aman
Arora, who is also AAP’s Punjab
unit president, emphasized that
the Punjab Government is
committed to establish a cor-
ruption-free administration.
“Accountability is the key.
Regular feedback will be col-
lected from the general public
and also the MPs and MLAs
regarding the performance and
integrity of district officials.
Officers who excel in their duties
will be rewarded with greater
responsibilities, while those who
fail to curb corruption or engage
in dishonest practices will face
serious repercussions,” Arora
stated.

The government aims to
ensure that no citizen is forced to
pay bribes or endure bureaucratic

hurdles to avail of public services,
he said, adding, “Every officer
must guarantee that people
receive efficient and honest ser-
vice without harassment or ille-
gal financial demands.”

Earlier, in January, the
Punjab Government took a
firm stand against corruption in
registrar and sub-registrar
offices — often seen as hotbeds
for illegal financial transac-
tions. Officials were directed to
ensure that all CCTV cameras
in these offices were operational
within seven days, with strict
warnings that non-compliance
would lead to disciplinary
action. A shocking government
audit had revealed that, despite
previous mandates, only three
CCTV cameras were function-
al across the entire state.

Despite these aggressive
measures, the Punjab
Government has faced significant
setbacks in corruption-related
prosecutions. The Punjab and
Haryana High Court recently dis-
missed high-profile cases against
former Congress Ministers
Bharat Bhushan Ashu and
Sundar Sham Arora, raising
questions about the govern-
ment’s legal preparedness.
Opposition parties have seized
upon these judicial failures,
accusing the AAP government of
using corruption cases as politi-
cal tools rather than ensuring
watertight legal proceedings.

In response, the Government
has vowed to strengthen its legal
approach and ensure that cor-
ruption cases are built on solid
evidence, leading to convictions

rather than mere political state-
ments. “We will not allow corrupt
elements to escape justice. The
fight against corruption is real,
and we are committed to mak-
ing it legally robust,” a govern-
ment spokesperson said.

With less than two years to
go before the 2027 Punjab
Assembly elections, AAP is mak-
ing corruption eradication a cen-
tral pillar of its governance nar-
rative. Analysts believed that
this move is not only a policy
decision but also a calculated
political maneuver to rebuild
voter confidence, especially in
light of the INDIA bloc’s near-col-
lapse at the national level.

Political experts pointed out
that vigilance cases against
Congress leaders slowed down
significantly after AAP and
Congress formed an alliance at
the national level for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. However, the lat-
est directives signaled a renewed
focus on holding all officials
accountable, irrespective of polit-
ical affiliations.
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Since taking power in 2022,
the Punjab Government has
made corruption a key focus area.
Official statistics highlighted the
extent of vigilance efforts. In
2024, total 134 trap operations
were held, of which 262 corrup-
tion cases were registered and 41
arrests were made. In 2023, 252
cases were registered leading to
33 convictions; while in 2022, 202
cases were filed with 19 convic-
tions secured.
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Farmer delegation Insist on
Legal MSP Guarantee; Centre
Appeals Dallewal to End Hunger
Strike
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The fifth round of talks
between the Central

Government and the protesting
farmers ended without a resolu-
tion on Friday, as farmers
remained adamant on their
demand for a legal guarantee on
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
for crops. The meeting, held in
Chandigarh, came over a year
after the previous talks between
the Centre and farmers on
February 18, 2024, and marked
another attempt to break the
deadlock that has persisted since
the farmers launched their agi-
tation in February 2024.

The meeting, which lasted
nearly three hours, saw the par-
ticipation of 28 farmer leaders,
including Jagjit Singh Dallewal of
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(Non-Political) and Sarwan
Singh Pandher of the Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha. Union
Minister Pralhad Joshi, along
with senior IAS officers, pre-
sented the Centre’s “report card”,
detailing the steps taken by the
Modi Government since 2014 for
farmers’ welfare, including ini-
tiatives for pulses, oilseeds, crop
diversification, budget alloca-
tion, and procurement. However,
the farmers were unimpressed
and insisted on discussing their
core demand for a legal guaran-
tee on MSP.

The meeting took a poignant
turn when the Union Minister
Joshi expressed concern over
Dallewal’s health, urging him to
end his 81-day-long fast.
Dallewal, who arrived at the
meeting in an ambulance and
was carried on a stretcher,
responded by saying that he
would end his fast “only if the
Centre accept the farmers’
demands”.

The farmer leaders main-
tained that their agitation would
continue until their demands
were met, setting the stage for the
next round of talks on February
22, where Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan
is expected to participate.

The battery of senior IAS
officers and bureaucrats, part of
Central delegation, meticulous-
ly outlined the Modi govern-
ment’s initiatives for the agricul-

tural sector highlighting
increased agriculture budget allo-
cations; enhanced procurement
of crops; efforts to make country
self-reliant in pulses and oilseeds;
expansion of crop diversification
programs; improvements in fer-
tilizer availability, among other
things.

Despite these efforts, the
farmer unions remained
unmoved, demanding that the
government focus on their writ-
ten demands, particularly the
legal MSP guarantee. The farm-
ers argued that while the Centre
had made multiple promises
over the years, “no concrete
action had been taken to imple-
ment MSP legally”.
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Following the meeting, SKM
(non-political)’s senior leader
and Dallewal’s aide Abhimanyu
Kohad criticized the Centre's
lack of a structured approach in
addressing their core issues. “We
presented our case with facts,
logic, and documents. Instead of
directly addressing our demands,
they asked for our research
reports and surveys,” he said.

Farmer leader Sarwan Singh
Pandher said that the Centre was
attempting to shift the discussion
to broader agricultural policies
rather than directly addressing
the MSP issue. “They spoke
about self-reliance in pulses and
oilseeds, and how procurement
had increased since 2014. But our
demand is simple — why is there
no law guaranteeing MSP?” said
Pandher, adding that when the
farmers asked to hold talks at the
political level, “they suggested we
discuss the issue with a commit-
tee. We rejected this outright
because committees never resolve
issues; they only delay them.”

Despite the Centre’s insis-
tence on continuing the dialogue,
Pandher remained skeptical.
“They had no answers when we
asked tough questions. Instead,
they requested us to submit
more documents and reports. If
the government is serious, why
is it avoiding a clear commitment
on MSP?”
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Punjab Government played
a crucial role in facilitating the
meeting between the farmers and
the Centre. Agriculture Minister
Gurmeet Singh Khudian and

Food and Civil Supplies Minister
Lal Chand Kataruchak were pre-
sent in the discussions and urged
the Centre to address farmers'
demands sympathetically.

Kataruchak said that Punjab
has been the backbone of India’s
farming community for decades,
and the ongoing agitation reflect-
ed the deep-rooted concerns of
farmers. He emphasized that the
Centre must not “treat the farm-
ers’ demands casually”.

Khudian reiterated the State
Government’s full support for the
farmers, saying, “The govern-
ment of Punjab stands firmly
with our farmers and their right-
ful demands. We urge the Centre
to resolve the issue at the earliest
to avoid further confrontation.”
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The next round of talks is

scheduled for February 22, with
the Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan also
expected to be present. The
venue, either Chandigarh or
Delhi, is yet to be decided.
Dallewal, who is observing fast
since 81 days now, will continue
the same.

Despite the lack of resolu-
tion, both sides described the
meeting as “positive” and agreed
to continue the dialogue. The
next round of talks is scheduled
after eight days, with the venue
yet to be decided. Farmer lead-
ers have requested that the meet-
ing be held in Delhi, while the
Centre is considering
Chandigarh as a possible loca-
tion.

Union Minister Pralhad
Joshi assured that the Centre is
willing to continue discussions
and that the next meeting would
be held under Chouhan’s lead-
ership. “We listened to the farm-
ers for over two and a half hours.
We informed them about every-
thing the Modi Government has
done to support agriculture,
including budgetary increases
and policy decisions. The talks
will continue,” he said.

The farmers' agitation is set
to intensify in the coming days,
with significant plans underway
to mark the first death anniver-
sary of Shubhkaran Singh, a
young farmer who lost his life
during the protests last year.
Farmer leaders have announced
to observe his death anniversary
at Shambhu and Khanauri mor-
chas to highlight the sacrifices
made by farmers in their fight for
justice.
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

Subject:- Mutation/Transfer of 

allotment/ Registration of Ownership 

in respect of D.U. No. 3100-1 

Category MIG-II Sector 44-D, 

Chandigarh in the name of SMT. 

SAVITA ARORA W/O LATE 

SH.MADAN LAL ARORA on the 

basis on Registered WILL of allottee/ Transfree SH. MADAN LAL 

ARORA S/O SH.SOBHA RAM. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned that SH.MADAN LAL ARORA S/O SH.SOBHA RAM 

allottee/Transfree of Dwelling Unit No. 3100-1 Category MIG-Il Sector

44-D, Chandigarh expired on 09.11.2024 at Chandigarh informed by his 

legal heirs. SMT.SAVITA ARORA W/O LATE SH.MADAN LAL ARORA

has requested this office for transfer of ownership of Dwelling Unit No. 

3100-1 Category MIG-II Sector 44-D, Chandigarh in her name on the 

basis of Registered WILL dated 31.01.2017. She/He has further Stated 

that the WILL of the deceased allottee/transferee is the last WILL 

executed by her which has neither Superseded nor cancelled till the 

death of the deceased. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the registration and allotment of the said dwelling unit shall be 

transferred in favour of above said claimants. 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh
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At the 2023 G20 Summit
under India’s presiden-
cy, world economies

pledged to create a global reg-
ulatory framework for cryp-
to assets. While each country
must establish Its regulations,
international collaboration is
equally important. 
This need for both domestic
and global regulatory frame-
works is exemplified by the
recent WazirX case, which
underscores the urgency of
addressing vulnerabilities in
the crypto ecosystem. WazirX,
one of India’s leading cryp-
tocurrency exchanges, suf-
fered a cyberattack in July
2024 by the North Korean
hacker group Lazarus. This
has been confirmed by a joint
statement issued by the gov-
ernments of the United States,
Japan and South Korea and
the three countries have
pledged to collaborate to
counter this. 
In India, the attack has raised
concerns about cybersecurity
risks and the reliability of
custodial exchanges. Custodial
exchanges, where assets are
held centrally pose significant
risks, as evidenced by this
cyber-attack. This episode has
exposed broader systemic
risks and has revived the con-

versation about a regulatory
intervention into the entire
crypto ecosystem in the coun-
try. Approximately 4.4 million
users were affected. 
The Anatomy of a Crypto
Crisis WazirX’s holding com-
pany, Zettai Pte Ltd, is based
in Singapore, meaning any
legal recourse must go
through Singapore’s regulato-
ry channels, even though over
95 per cent of WazirX’s users
were Indian investors. 
In response to the crisis,
WazirX introduced a
Restructuring Scheme aimed
at user recovery and long-
term operational stability. The
proposed scheme promises
quicker asset recovery, profit-
sharing mechanisms and
operational changes.  Last
month, WazirX received
approval from the Singapore
High Court to propose its
Scheme of Arrangement to
creditors. Additionally,
WazirX recently completed its

asset rebalancing exercise,
which ensures hack victims
will receive 85 per cent of their
portfolio value as of July 18,
2024. Following the breach,
WazirX faced a significant
shortfall in ERC-20 tokens,
leaving it unable to fully cover
user balances. Since matching
individual token losses would
be complex and impractical,
the proposed Scheme aims to
distribute available assets equi-
tably among all creditors,
based on their claim values at
the time of the attack.  
This standardised valuation
approach ensures fairness and
transparency and has been
approved by the Singapore
court. 
The Scheme of Arrangement
The Scheme of Arrangement
promises to offer a legally
binding path to recovery,
ensuring equitable treatment
of all creditors, regardless of
the size of their claims or the
type of cryptocurrency they
hold. This approach takes an
egalitarian stance, providing
all users with a fair opportu-
nity to recover their assets.
The restructuring and resolu-
tion process will only proceed
with the approval of a major-
ity of creditors.  To enhance
recovery prospects, the

Scheme includes the issuance
of Recovery Tokens (RTs),
which would give creditors a
stake in future platform prof-
its and assets. If the Scheme is
rejected, WazirX may face
liquidation, which would like-
ly erode value, force the sale
of assets at distressed prices
and drag out the recovery
process for years with uncer-
tain outcomes. 
The Way Forward
WazirX’s restructuring plan
represents a bold approach to
crisis management, prioritis-
ing immediate user recovery
and laying the groundwork for
a more resilient crypto ecosys-
tem. However, the broader les-
son from this case is the
urgent need for a robust reg-
ulatory framework for virtu-
al digital assets in India. As the
G20 emphasised, global coop-
eration and regulatory consis-
tency are key to addressing the
risks in the crypto ecosystem.
India must develop a compre-
hensive regulatory framework
to better protect investors and
mitigate future risks, ensuring
the country’s preparedness
for a rapidly evolving digital
economy.
(The writer is CEO & Co-
founder, The Policy Consensus
Centre; views are personal)

The US President Trump has had a good relations with Russian President Vladimir
Putin and that is now showing in the policy shift of the US. The US stance on
the Ukraine war now seems to be taking a U-turn as in all likelihood the US would

now go soft on Russia and leave Ukraine in the cold. In a significant geopolitical devel-
opment, US President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin have agreed
to initiate negotiations aimed at ending the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. This move marks
a notable shift in US foreign policy and has elicited varied reactions globally. President
Trump held a 90-minute phone conversation with President Putin, discussing a range
of topics, with a primary focus on the situation in Ukraine. Following the call, Trump
announced that both Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy had expressed
a willingness to pursue peace, leading to the initiation of negotiations to end the war.
Trump indicated that these talks would commence immediately, with a potential meet-

ing with Putin in Saudi Arabia in the near future.
Ukrainian and European leaders have expressed con-
cerns about being sidelined in the negotiations and
the potential for unfavourable concessions.
The decision by the US to engage directly with Russia
has raised questions about a potential shift in its sup-
port for Ukraine. By recognising Ukraine’s NATO mem-
bership as ‘impractical’ and the return of Russian-
occupied territories as ‘illusionary,’ the US appears
to be moving away from its previous stance of iso-
lating Russia. This shift has led to concerns that
Ukraine may be left in a precarious position, espe-
cially if European allies are unable to fill the void left

by a potential US withdrawal. The announcement of potential peace talks has had imme-
diate effects on global markets. European stock markets have shown optimism, with
indices such as Spain’s Ibex 35 reaching new highs. Oil prices have also declined,
with Brent crude falling below $75 per barrel, as traders anticipate a relaxation of sanc-
tions on Russian producers. However, uncertainties remain. Analysts caution that while
a de-escalation could stabilise energy and food markets, the specifics of any agree-
ment will determine the long-term impacts. The agricultural sector, in particular, is
closely monitoring the situation, given that Russia and Ukraine together account for
a significant portion of global wheat exports. A resolution to the conflict could ease
supply constraints, but logistical challenges and infrastructure damage in Ukraine may
continue to pose obstacles. India, as a major importer of commodities like sunflower
oil, stands to be affected by these developments. A potential end to the conflict could
lead to more predictable trade flows and possibly lower prices for key imports. While
Trump- Putin negotiations it offers a glimmer of hope for peace, the potential shifts
in alliances and the impacts on global markets warrant careful consideration by all
stakeholders involved.

US U-turn on Ukraine war

accountability, their first move is often
to silence the voice of truth.
The role of the media is to provide the

public with unbiased information and
critically examine government policies.
Blocking a media organisation from
entering the White House, the epicentre
of power, is a direct attack on the press.
History bears witness that wherever
governments have attempted to suppress
the press, dictatorship has followed. An
independent media is the fourth pillar of
democracy, and any restriction on it is
an infringement on public rights. In a
true democracy, power does not lie with
the ruling authorities but with the peo-
ple. Freedom of the press is the most
powerful tool to amplify the voice of the
citizens. 

Jai Prakash Gupta | Tirunelveli

RAGGING MUST STOP
Madam — The Kottayam Nursing
College ragging incident is a crude
reminder that ragging is very much pre-
vailing in our colleges without any
deterrent and despite ragging being a

criminal offence. These ragging incidents
continued for three months, telling how
much ordeal freshers had to face during
that period. 
Till about the 90s, ragging in the educa-
tional institutes used to be a platform to
create affinity, closeness, and rapport
between first-year students and seniors.
Sadly, it has now taken an unfortunate
turn and become a tool to torture.
Merely getting parents and students to
sign the undertaking was never going to
help and prevent ragging from taking
place. Punishing culpable students is an
absolute must, but college administration
must be held accountable in such cases
too. One out-of-the-box idea could be to
set a rule that any student who is found
guilty of ragging and torturing juniors
would not be allowed to participate in
final placement or not be given passing
out certificates. We have to hit it where
it hurts them most.

Bal Govind | Noida

SAJJAN KUMAR CONVICTED IN SIKH RIOTS
Madam — Congress leader Sajjan Kumar
stands convicted in yet another case relat-
ed to anti-Sikh violence in Delhi after the
death of the then PM Indira Gandhi,
gunned down by two Sikh security
guards more than 40 years ago. There
were no FIRs and the Congress goons
roamed across Delhi to burn alive the
Sikhs along with damaging their prop-
erty continuously for 3 days when the
Army was called to contain the violence. 
The moot question is, “Who was respon-
sible?” 
Obviously, the violence had the blessings
of Rajiv Gandhi, who took over as PM
immediately after the death of her moth-
er and justified the killings on camera,
yet no case was made against him or the
family, and even the courts remained
aloof to the bare fact about the respon-
sibility of Rajiv Gandhi while hearing the
petitions pertaining to the violence.
Sajjan Kumar or Jagdish Tytler were only
carrying out the orders to finish the Sikhs
as much as possible within 3 days. The
same courts as well as the media tried
and tried Gujarat CM Narendra Modi for
the violence that erupted after the grue-
some burning alive of 59 Hindus. Doesn’t
it establish that the special family is much
bigger than scores of poor Hindus in the
eyes of the media and judiciary?

Jai Prakash Gupta | Ambala Cantt

US BANS ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Madam— The decision by U.S. President
Donald Trump to ban the renowned
news agency Associated Press (AP)
from entering the White House is a
severe blow to democracy. This is not
merely a restriction on a media institu-
tion but an attempt to crush independent
journalism. The Trump administration
accused AP of misusing the term “of
America,” but can this truly justify curb-
ing press freedom?The First Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the
press the right to operate fearlessly,
impartially, and independently. However,
when those in power seek to evade
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A foreign devotee during the Mahakumbh Mela 2025, in Prayagraj PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Trump and Putin have agreed to negotiate an end to the Ukraine war, a

move that could have far-reaching implications for global peace and trade

which I could call my own. I
was followed even to the
bathing ghat by these darshan-
seekers, nor did they leave me
alone whilst I was having my
meals. Thus, it was in
Haridwar that I realised what
a deep impression my humble
services in South Africa had
made throughout the whole of
India.” 
The Kumbh Mela at Haridwar
proved to be a pivotal moment
in shaping Mahatma Gandhi’s
sense of purpose and his even-
tual entry into the political
arena of India’s freedom move-
ment. This deepened his real-
isation that the people of India
looked up to him, not just as
a spiritual figure, but as a leader
capable of addressing the
nation’s struggles. 
This realisation planted the
seeds of confidence and
responsibility within Gandhi,
inspiring him to expand his
mission of service and truth to
the broader cause of India’s lib-
eration - which resulted in his
first non-violent satyagraha
in 1917 in Champaran, Bihar.
The overwhelming response
he received at the Kumbh
Mela reinforced his belief in
the power of collective action
and solidified his resolve to
dedicate his life to the fight for
India’s freedom.
It is also fascinating to note that
Mahatma Gandhi’s visit to
Haridwar and his entry into
the political arena coincided
with a landmark moment in
history - the All India Hindu
Mahasabha formation during

the Kumbh Mela. In April
1915, amidst the spiritual fer-
vour of the Haridwar Kumbh,
Gandhi joined luminaries such
as Swami Shraddhanand,
Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya, and other visionar-
ies at the inaugural conference
of the Sarvadeshak (All India)
Hindu Sabha, marking a piv-
otal chapter in India’s socio-
political awakening. Gandhi’s
participation at the Kumbh
was also available to British
intelligence, who had made
records - now available in the
Regional State Archives.
The colonial period intro-
duced a fresh perspective to
the Kumbh Mela, with
European observers chroni-
cling its magnificence and
adding valuable historical con-
text. Fascinated by the
immense scale and diversity of
the pilgrimage, the British left
behind detailed records that
provide significant insights
into the evolution of the Maha
Kumbh Mela which also can
be found in the well-docu-
mented writings of James
Prinsep, a British colonial
administrator.
It is worth referring to The
Sunday Guardian’s article,
Beyond Faith: How Kumbh
Mela Reshapes the Course of
History, which highlights the
Kumbh Mela’s role in India’s
independence movement. A
1920 British intelligence doc-
ument, displayed at the
Allahabad Museum, reveals a
pivotal 1918 meeting during
the Mela. This meeting adopt-

ed a memorial supporting
political reforms, demanded
Panchayats, permanent set-
tlements, and tenant protec-
tions, and founded the UP
Peasants Association. Led by
Pt Madan Mohan Malviya, the
association grew to 450
branches, fostering unity
among peasants and opposing
zamindar dominance.
The Sunday Guardian further
highlights the pivotal role of
the Kumbh Mela in shaping
India’s post-independence
democracy, particularly during
the Emergency. The JP
Movement gained significant
momentum at this Kumbh,
with the Sadhu Samaj lending
strong support. Events such as
the ‘Dharma Sansad’ and
‘Sadhu Sammelans (congrega-
tion)’ cemented widespread
support for the Janata Party
across the Hindi heartland.
The ‘Maha Kumbh Mela’ tran-
scends its role as a spiritual
gathering, reflecting the pro-
found confluence of the sacred
and the secular. 
While it offers a space for deep
introspection and devotion, it
also acts as a mirror to the
socio-political currents that
shape Indian society. This
timeless festival continues to
evolve, bridging spiritual and
worldly realms. The Kumbh
Mela remains a powerful tes-
tament to India’s enduring
cultural legacy.

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and

Darshan Samiti; views are
personal)

Kumbh Mela: The catalyst for

Gandhi’s freedom struggle

One of the most
notable episodes in
the history of the
Kumbh Mela
occurred in 1915

when Mahatma Gandhi visited
the Haridwar gathering shortly
after returning from South Africa
after twenty-one years. Gopal
Krishna Gokhale, Gandhi’s polit-
ical mentor, had advised him to
undertake a nationwide tour to
understand India’s socio-political
landscape before formulating his
strategies - and plunging himself
into the dynamics of the freedom
movement. It was during this tour
that Gandhi decided to attend the
Kumbh, primarily to visit
Mahatma Munshiram at his
Gurukul in Rishikesh and to
oversee the activities of the
Servants of India Society.
While Gandhi’s views on various
issues such as cleanliness and san-
itation, including that of commu-
nal harmony were critical - which
Gandhi distinctly mentions in this
autobiography too - his brief
political debut at Haridwar
Kumbh Mela pointed towards the
necessity of bridging the commu-
nal divide to achieve a more con-
scientious goal for freedom.
Gandhi was also awestruck, not
only by the overwhelming crowds
but also by the chaos, superstition,
and lack of hygiene. He noted the
rampant disregard for cleanliness,
which tarnished the sanctity of
the event. 
‘The banks of the Ganga, a sym-
bol of purity, were defiled by
human waste and negligence,’ he
lamented in his speeches decades
later. In 1947, remembering his
Kumbh experience, Gandhi
remarked, ‘We must ensure that
our religious gatherings become
sanctuaries of cleanliness and
serenity, not breeding grounds for
disease and disorder.’
It was also here in Haridwar that
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
first grasped the profound impact
his humble efforts in South Africa
had on Bharat’s people. Reflecting
on this experience, he wrote in
The Story of My Experiments
with Truth: “My business was
mostly to keep sitting in the tent,
giving darshan and holding reli-
gious and other discussions with
numerous pilgrims who called on
me. This left me not a minute
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WazirX hack exposes crypto risks:

A call for stringent regulations

T
he newly tabled Income Tax Bill brings
much-needed reforms to India’s tax sys-
tem and deserves commendation. By

replacing the outdated Income Tax Act of 1961,
the bill aims to simplify tax laws, reduce liti-
gation and remove obsolete provisions, mak-
ing the tax process more transparent and effi-
cient for both taxpayers and the government.
One of the most notable changes is the

increased tax rebate under Section 87A,
which will now provide up to Rs 60,000 for
individuals with a net taxable income of Rs 12
lakh or below. This is a significant step towards
reducing the tax burden on the middle class,
offering greater financial relief. 
Furthermore, the introduction of two clear
deductions under the new tax regime, a Rs
75,000 standard deduction and NPS contri-
butions, enhances tax planning options for
individuals, making it simpler to manage
finances. Although the income tax slabs
remain unchanged for FY 2025-26, the
streamlined approach will likely benefit taxpay-
ers in the long run, fostering greater compli-
ance and reducing unnecessary complications.
Overall, this bill paves the way for a more mod-
ern and efficient tax system that is better suit-
ed to today’s economic landscape.

Vishal Mayur | Tumakuru

RAJDEEP PATHAK

NIRUPAMA
SOUNDARARAJAN

Such cyberattacks expose regulatory gaps across jurisdictions and underscore

the need for investor protection and the need for stricter crypto regulations

It was at this grand confluence of faith and politics that Gandhi fully grasped
his growing influence, reinforcing his resolve for satyagraha
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DESPITE
MULTIPLE
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A CEASEFIRE 
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GENERAL
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ALL PREVIOUS
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WAS EVEN
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ALLEGED
RIGHTS
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AGAINST

CHILDREN
IN ARMED
CONFLICT

Prime Minister Modi’s Paris and Washington visit, meetings with
the two most powerful leaders from the developed world, comes
at a time of shifting geopolitical sands. The buzzword around

both these high-level bilaterals was high-end technology cooperation
in a world, increasingly getting fragmented. India was the co-chair of
the AI Action Summit in Paris, along with the host country France.
This is the third global-level event on Artificial Intelligence, making it
a Kumbh of technology leaders, policy makers, experts, corporates
and world leaders in France. The theme was how to harness the power
of this nearly mind-bending technology, whose evolution has been
compared to the invention of the wheel and humans learning to use
fire safely. 
Almost simultaneously, China released a nimble version of the gen-
erative AI tool DeepSeek, which is currently a huge challenger to US
billions of dollars infused into US technology companies’ almost
monopolistic dominance on AI tools and standards. US President Biden
in his last week at the Oval Office had passed an executive order called
the Interim Final Rule (IFR) on Framework for Artificial Intelligence
Diffusion, essentially imposing export controls on high-end software
and hardware required for AI development across nations which may
be considered inimical to US interests ( i.e. China) but also, close allies
like India. 

While the global technology industry stakeholders have requested the
new President to be consistent with the Trump Administration’s pre-
viously stated, Regulatory Freeze Order, and suspend implementation
of the AI Diffusion Rule until the Secretary of Commerce and other
relevant officials can review the rule appropriately and pursue robust
stakeholder engagement so that the rules reflect the government’s
objectives and ensure companies can engage with key US trading part-
ners. President Trump is yet to revoke the executive order signed by
his predecessor, even though he did sign a fresh one on January 23,
which potentially hints at a pause. 
Three days into the Oval Office President Trump signed the executive
order on AI development and deployment stating the purpose as “The
United States has long been at the forefront of artificial intelligence
(AI) innovation, driven by the strength of our free markets, world-class
research institutions, and entrepreneurial spirit. To maintain this lead-
ership, we must develop AI systems that are free from ideological bias
or engineered social agendas. With the right Government policies, we
can solidify our position as the global leader in AI and secure a brighter
future for all Americans. This order revokes certain existing AI poli-
cies and directives that act as barriers to American AI innovation, clear-
ing a path for the United States to act decisively to retain global lead-
ership in artificial intelligence. It is the policy of the United States to
sustain and enhance America’s global AI dominance in order to pro-
mote human flourishing, economic competitiveness, and national secu-
rity.”
India is aiming to have an equal say on global high tables of AI gov-
ernance, innovation and development. It has an ambitious AI mission
of its own, which is heavily dependent on high-end chips and Graphic
Processing Units ( GPUs ) currently available from US technology com-
panies. Any restrictions on access to these high-end processors would
upset the ambitious goal envisaged under the India AI mission. The
conversation in Paris, India’s announcement to host the fourth glob-
al AI summit in Delhi, and conversations with President Trump and
other leaders this week, are steps in the right direction.

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
SHAPING INDIA’S 

AI FUTURE 

India is emerging as a dom-
inant force in Artificial
Intelligence (AI), shaping

its economy, security, and
global influence. At the ongo-
ing AI Summit in Paris, India’s
leadership in AI highlights its
commitment to technological
advancement and innovation.
The Prime Minister’s promi-
nent role at the summit under-
scores the country’s strategic
focus on AI, positioning it as
a counterforce to China’s deep-
fake threats. Whether in AI,
digital transformation, or
healthcare, India is rapidly
evolving into a global technol-
ogy powerhouse, striving for
AI self-reliance and econom-
ic growth.
AI is no longer a futuristic con-
cept-it is an immediate reali-
ty reshaping India’s digital
landscape. Projections sug-

gest that AI will contribute
$500 billion to the Indian
economy by 2025, accounting
for 10 per cent of the nation-
al GDP.  The technology is rev-
olutionising industries, from
agriculture to healthcare and
revitalising cultural and lin-
guistic heritage. India is not
merely adopting AI; it is active-
ly leading the revolution
through ambitious govern-
ment initiatives, collabora-
tions with tech giants and
extensive investment in AI
infrastructure. The Indian gov-
ernment has launched sever-
al initiatives to position the
country as a leader in AI. 
The IndiaAI Mission and the
establishment of India’s first AI
University in Maharashtra
reflect a strong commitment to
technological leadership.
Partnerships with global tech

firms like NVIDIA are helping
develop AI solutions tailored
to India’s unique challenges.
AI-driven tools in agriculture,
such as CropIn and Intello
Labs, assist farmers in predict-
ing weather patterns, opti-
mising irrigation, and detect-
ing crop diseases, thereby
boosting productivity and sus-
tainability.
India’s corporate sector is also
investing heavily in AI.

Companies like Infosys and
TCS are deploying AI-driven
solutions to streamline busi-
ness processes, automate cus-
tomer service, and optimise
supply chains. Infosys’ Nia
platform enhances efficiency
and reduces operational costs,
while Zoho’s AI-powered
CRM tools empower small
and medium enterprises to
compete globally. Generative
AI tools like ChatGPT are
increasingly being utilised by
job seekers, with 87 per cent
leveraging them to refine
resumes and prepare for inter-
views.
Despite its rapid progress,
India faces significant chal-
lenges in AI adoption. A crit-
ical skills shortage in AI-relat-
ed professions remains a press-
ing issue. To address this, the
National Programme on AI,

launched by NITI Aayog, aims
to train over a million work-
ers in AI skills. Additionally,
states like Karnataka and
Telangana are establishing AI
hubs to nurture innovation
and talent development.
However, while India pro-
duces over 1.5 million engi-
neers annually, only a small
percentage have the specialised
expertise required for AI
development.
AI’s rise also brings security
concerns. Cyber threats are

growing, with increasing vul-
nerability to sophisticated
cyberattacks. In 2023, a major
Indian bank suffered a ran-
somware attack, disrupting
services for millions of cus-
tomers. AI-powered cyber
tools, while beneficial, can be
exploited by malicious actors.
The dangers of misinforma-
tion and AI-generated deep-
fakes are also becoming more
apparent. The viral deepfake
video of actor Rashmika
Mandanna in 2023 highlight-
ed the risks of AI-driven dis-
information. Similarly, AI-
powered voice cloning scams
are on the rise, posing signif-
icant fraud risks.
AI is also playing a crucial role
in preserving India’s cultural
and linguistic heritage.
Institutions like IIT Madras are
developing AI models to revive

endangered languages such as
Toda and Gondi. 
The Bhandarkar Oriental
Research Institute is using AI
to digitise ancient manuscripts,
ensuring the preservation of
India’s historical knowledge. AI
is further enhancing the enter-
tainment sector through
immersive experiences, such as
virtual reality tours of histor-
ical sites and AI-curated
regional literature and music
recommendations.
In healthcare, AI-driven tools
like Niramai are revolutionis-
ing early cancer detection,
while telemedicine platforms
like Apollo Telehealth are pro-
viding medical access to rural
communities. The education
sector is benefiting from AI-
powered platforms. In disaster
management, AI is helping
predict natural disasters and

coordinate relief efforts. The
Indian Meteorological
Department employs AI to
analyze weather patterns and
issue early warnings for
cyclones and floods, thereby
minimising casualties.
AI is not merely a technolog-
ical tool; it is a transformative
force shaping India’s future.
However, the country must
strike a balance between inno-
vation and regulation to ensure
ethical AI deployment. As AI
evolves, India must establish a
robust framework to address
ethical concerns, security risks,
and workforce reskilling.
Collaborative efforts between
the government, industry, and
academia will be key in ensur-
ing AI benefits for the society.

(The writer is an assistant
professor at IIIT, Sonepat;

views are personal)

As AI redefines global power dynamics, India is

emerging as a key player in its governance and innovation

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

VINAY PATHAK

As political instability deepens and global powers debate the future of Gaza,
millions of Palestinians face an uncertain and harrowing future

K C TYAGI

Palestine in ruins: The
unbearable cost of war

Prime Minister Mohammad
Shtayyeh, has resigned. In his res-
ignation letter, he acknowledged
that Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip are starving. Tensions esca-
lated further when an American
airman involved in military oper-
ations set himself on fire outside
the Israeli  embassy in
Washington, DC, repeatedly
shouting, “No more involvement
in genocide.” The United Nations
has passed a ceasefire resolution,
endorsed by 158 nations, includ-
ing India. 
Despite multiple resolutions call-
ing for a ceasefire in the UN
General Assembly, all previous
efforts had failed. Israel was even
included in the List of Shame, a
document that records alleged
rights violations against children
in armed conflict. In this report,
Israel is accused of committing
severe violations of children’s
rights. This inclusion has angered
Israel and damaged its interna-
tional reputation. Several key
European Union countries, which
previously sympathised with
Israel, have now condemned its
actions.  Despite continued
American support, Israel’s econ-
omy has begun to collapse. In
recent months, GDP growth has
been only 0.7 per cent. The Israeli
army has requested $16 billion,
equivalent to 3 per cent of the
country’s GDP. Even after the
ceasefire, the military requires $8
billion annually to address new
security challenges. 
The fiscal deficit has now reached
8 per cent of GDP. Israel is also
deeply concerned that fighting
has spread to its major business
hubs, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.In
January, Israel’s debt stood at 62
per cent of GDP, which is still
lower than the average for most
wealthy nations in the OECD.
However, prominent credit rating
agencies such as Fitch and
Moody’s have already downgrad-
ed Israel’s credit rating once this

year, with the possibility of fur-
ther downgrades shortly. 
Following the Hamas attack last
year, Israel revoked work permits
for 80,000 Palestinian workers.
No replacements have been hired,
leading to a 40 per cent decline
in the construction industry. The
same trend is observed in the
high-tech sector and other indus-
tries. Inflation reached an annu-
al rate of 3.6 per cent last month.
If the war had continued any
longer, the value of the Israeli
shekel might have dropped fur-
ther, forcing banks to rely on their
reserves. Although a ceasefire is
in place, this does not mark the
end of the war. A recent statement
by US President Donald Trump
has crushed any hopes of peace
efforts. Israel’s Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, is current-
ly visiting the US, where he has
been given priority among the
foreign guests invited by the
President. However, Netanyahu
faces growing protests in Israel,
driven by both economic instabil-
ity and widespread public dissent.
The situation worsened when
Israel’s Defense Minister, Benny
Gantz, resigned from his position
along with other members of his
party, putting additional pressure
on the government. Both leaders
have sparked global controversy
following a press conference at
the White House, where they
announced plans for the US to
occupy the Gaza Strip and trans-
form it into a resort city. 
The proposed project would turn
Gaza into a hub for employment
and tourism in West Asia. The
entire area would be levelled to
develop infrastructure, and the
2.3 million people currently liv-
ing in Gaza would be relocated to
countries such as Egypt and
Jordan. However, both Egypt and
Jordan have firmly rejected this
proposal. Experts argue that
international laws and treaties
will pose a significant obstacle to

any U.S. attempt to occupy Gaza.
Meanwhile, major Arab nations
are mobilising against Trump’s
plan, with Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Jordan, Qatar, and Turkey open-
ly opposing it. 
Hamas has strongly condemned
the proposal, labelling it ethnic
genocide. Several US lawmakers,
both Democrats and Republicans,
have also voiced their opposition.
In the past, Trump had similar-
ly expressed intentions to occu-
py Greenfield Island, take control
of the Panama Canal, and annex
Canada as the 51st state of
America.The Israeli parliament
has enacted several controversial
laws that have further inflamed
tensions with Palestine and Arab
nations. For example, the Jewish
State Bill officially declares Israel
as a Jewish state, effectively rele-
gating non-Jewish communities
to second-class citizenship.
Additionally, the decision to shift
the capital from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem is widely seen as an act
of provocation against
Palestinians. Israel also occupies
the Syrian territory of the Golan
Heights, which has been under
Israeli control since the 1967
war. 
A massive city, known as Trump
City, is currently being developed
in the region.The month of
Ramadan is approaching, which
is likely to bring additional hard-
ships. Tensions surrounding the
Al-Aqsa Mosque also intensify
during this time, as restrictions
are often imposed on Muslim
worshippers. At present, the like-
lihood of renewed conflict
appears higher than the prospect
of lasting peace. The internation-
al community is also deeply con-
cerned about the Trump admin-
istration’s decision to withdraw
US representatives from the
United Nations.
(The writer is a former Member

of Parliament; views are 
personal)

On October 7, 2003, Hamas
fighters successfully
launched a massive attack on
Israel, but the price that
Palestinians had to pay for it

is heartbreaking. It will take three cen-
turies to recover from the destruction
caused by this war, which lasted for more
than 15 months. According to a United
Nations survey, it may take more than 350
years to rebuild Palestine, which has been
reduced to rubble. The estimated loss in
the first four months of the war was $18.5
billion. At present, about 69 per cent of
the structures in Gaza are either damaged
or destroyed. More than 50 million tons
of rubble have accumulated in the Gaza
region, which may take more than 15
years to remove. Piles of rubble are vis-
ible throughout Palestine due to bomb-
ings and ground operations. 
A United Nations report states that the
accumulated rubble is approximately 12
times the size of the Great Pyramid of
Giza in Egypt. According to estimates,
even if more than 100 trucks work con-
tinuously, it may still take more than 15
years to clear the debris. Three genera-
tions born in tents will likely have to
make them their permanent homes for
a long time. Reconstruction will require
billions of dollars, yet no international
institution is willing to invest in an
ungoverned region that has seen five wars
in less than two decades. 
Using satellite data, the United Nations
estimated last month that 70 per cent of
structures in Gaza have been destroyed,
including more than 245,000 residential
buildings. The World Bank estimated
losses of $18.5 billion in the first four
months of the war—an amount nearly
equal to the combined economic output
of the West Bank and Gaza in 2022.
Major roads have been turned into deep
trenches, essential water and electricity
infrastructure has been destroyed, and
most hospitals are no longer functional
due to being targeted during the bomb-
ings. According to the United Nations,
more than 50,000 people have died in
Gaza, 44 per cent of whom are children. 
The children who have survived are suf-
fering from sickness, stress, insomnia,
depression, and fear. They are terrified of
every stranger. The children of Gaza have
lost the will to live. Amidst the devasta-
tion, 96 per cent of children express a
desire not to live, and 49 per cent say they
would have preferred to die. Among
those who feel this way, 72 per cent are
boys and 46 per cent are girls. A
Netherlands-based organisation, War
Child Alliance, has collected shocking
and heartbreaking data. The alliance
gathered this information from 500 par-
ents or caretakers, including families
whose children were crippled in the war
or separated from their families. 
Their findings revealed that 92 per cent
of the children surveyed are unable to
accept the reality of war. The smell of
gunpowder lingers in Gaza’s atmosphere.
The situation is so dire that 79 per cent
of children experience nightmares, and
73 per cent have become so overwhelmed
that their behaviour has turned aggres-
sive. Many scream and moan in their
sleep. These children have witnessed their
homes and schools reduced to rubble.
Their young minds are shattered, unable
to comprehend why they are being pun-
ished and what crime they have commit-
ted.
Devastated by this horrific situation, the
entire Palestinian government, including

By prioritising comprehensive AI education, ethical governance and transparent regulations, India can lead the global AI revolution
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Sarfraz Dogar’s oath as acting CJ of Islamabad
High Court draws ire of fellow judges, Oppn
Islamabad (PTI): President
Asif Ali Zardari on Friday gave
oath to Sarfraz Dogar as acting
Chief Justice of Islamabad High
Court, a move that has drawn ire
of judges and opposition parties.
Dogar made headlines when he
was transferred last month to the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
from the Lahore High Court
(LHC).
Judges, lawyers and opposition
parties criticised the development
as Dogar was 13th on the senior-
ity list of the judges but rose to
the second position in IHC.
He was tipped to rise to the top
after the elevation of the IHC
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq to
the Supreme Court. Five other
IHC judges opposed his rise and
challenged Dogar’s seniority.
However, ignoring all concerns,
Dogar was sworn-in at a ceremo-
ny held here at the Aiwan-e-Sadr,
the official residence of the pres-
ident of Pakistan.
The official notification read:
“President of Pakistan appoint-
ed Justice Muhammad Sarfraz
Dogar as Acting Chief Justice of
Islamabad High Court with effect
from the day he takes oath of his
office till the appointment of reg-
ular chief justice.”
The appointment was made
under Article 196 of the
Constitution. Dogar’s rise was

opposed by fellow justices
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani, Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri, Babar
Sattar, Sardar Ejaz Ishaq Khan,
and Saman Rafat, who consider
his elevation as a violation of rules
for determination of seniority of
judges.
Leading opposition Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) also
opposed Dogar’s new role as the
party founded by jailed former
prime minister Imran Khan fears

that it would lead to manipula-
tion of cases related to Khan, his
wife Bushra Bibi and other PTI
leaders. 
“The appointment of Justice
Sarfraz Dogar may impact the
hearing of cases of PTI lead-
ers,” said PTI Senator Ali
Zafar while speaking in the
Senate.
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PTI n BHUBANESWAR

Indian men’s hockey team
captain Harmanpreet Singh

on Friday said his team’s target
is to win every FIH Pro League
match and finish on top of the
league to earn a direct ticket to
the 2026 World Cup. 
India will open their FIH Pro
League campaign against
Spain on Saturday in
Bhubaneswar.
They will next play Spain again
the next day, followed by
matches against Germany on
February 16 and 19 in the
opening leg of the India tour. 
“Our training is going well
from Hockey India League, we
have been preparing for
months, have learnt a lot from
HIL. We have been able to
maintain our fitness as well,”
Harmanpreet said ahead of the

FIH Pro League opener. 
“We just wan to play good
hockey, all players in good
shape and the target is to win
every game (in Pro League)
looking at the World Cup,” he
added.
The 2026 men’s hockey World
Cup will be held from August

14 to 30 in Wavre, Belgium and
Amstelveen, Netherlands.
Harmanpreet, regarded as one
of the best dragflickers in the
world currently, praised HIL’s
top-scorer Jugraj Singh for his
flicking abilities and said the
rise of next generation of
domestic players augur well for

the national side. 
“We have seen some good
domestic players in HIL. It was
an opportunity for youngsters
and they performed well,” he
said. 
“Jugraj was the top-scorer and
he was brilliant. I am happy for
him and it is beneficial for the
national team as well.”
Harmanpreet, however, was in
no mood to take Spain lightly. 
“Spain is a good team, we can’t
take them lightly. Our focus is
to give our best and win the
match,” he said. 
India’s chief coach Craig Fulton
said the FIH Pro League is a
“building phase” for the side. 
“It’s a building phase for us. We
will look to try out things and
see what best suits us. We will
like to use our players’ HIL
experience and integrate their
learning into the team,” he said. 

PTI n KOLKATA

World Cup-winning
captain Kapil Dev on

Friday expressed concern
over the rising number of
injuries among Indian
cricketers, attributing it to the
demanding schedule that
keeps players in action for
almost 10 months each year.
The National Cricket
Academy in Bengaluru has
turned into a rehabilitation
hub, with players spending
more time recovering than
training.
The latest casualty being India
pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah who was forced to sit
out of the second innings of
the final Test in Sydney due to
a back injury.
Initially named in the
Champions Trophy (CT)
squad, Bumrah has now been
ruled out.
Mohammed Shami, India’s
top wicket-taker in the 2023
ODI World Cup (24 wickets),
suffered a leg injury post-final
and underwent surgery.
His 14-month recovery ruled

him out of the BGT series,
which India lost for the first
time in a decade. Shami’s
absence left Bumrah without
a reliable bowling partner.
“The only thing that worries
me is that they play for 10
months a year -- injuries will
be much more common,” the
1983 World Cup-winning
skipper said at the Tata Steel
Golf prize distribution
ceremony here.
Asked whether Bumrah
would be missed in CT, Kapil
urged players to focus on

supporting each other rather
than dwelling on injured
players.
“Why talk about someone
who is not in the team? It’s a
team game, and the team has
to win, not individuals. This is
not badminton, tennis, or
golf; we are playing a team
sport in the Champions
Trophy. If we play as a team,
we will definitely win,” said
the 66-year-old.
“You never want your main
players to get injured, but if it
happens, you can’t do

anything about it. Good luck
to my Indian team -- go and
play well,” he added.
India will begin their
Champions Trophy campaign
against Bangladesh in Dubai
on February 20.
Kapil said he’s excited to see
so much rising talents in the
Indian cricket team these
days.
“When you see the
youngsters, their confidence
is unbelievable. We didn’t
have this much confidence
when we were young. Good
lluck to them.”
A known golf enthusiast and
the current PGTI president,
Kapil also made a playful
pitch for the sport.
“Tell everyone to play golf. If
they are not playing cricket,
they should come and play
golf. If they do, their
performance will be better.
There is a lot of fun in golf.”
Emphasising on the
importance of infrastructure
for young golfers, he said: “If
young players get the right
facilities, they will improve.
We are trying our best.”

PTI n CHRISTCHURCH

Pacer Ben Sears has been
ruled out of the Champions

Trophy (CT) due to a
hamstring injury, a significant
setback for New Zealand ahead
of the ICC event which kicks
off on February 19. 
New Zealand Cricket (NZC)
has named Jacob Duffy as
Sears’ replacement.
“Sears felt some pain in his left
hamstring at the team’s first
training in Karachi on
Wednesday and a subsequent
scan revealed a minor tear that
would require at least two
weeks’ rehabilitation,” NZC
said in a statement.
“The rehabilitation timeframe
means that Sears would likely
be available for only the team’s
final Group A match against
India in Dubai, and so the
decision was made to rule him
out.” Sears’ absence has paved
the way for Duffy, who is
currently with the squad for
the ODI Tri-Series against
Pakistan and South Africa.
“We’re all really feeling for Ben.
It’s always tough being ruled

out of a major event at such a
late stage, and it’s especially
tough in Ben’s case given it
would have been his first major
ICC event,” said New Zealand
head coach Gary Stead.
“The timeframes for Ben to be
fit to play again meant he
would likely miss the majority
of the group stage, and given
the short nature of the
tournament, we felt it was
appropriate to bring in a player
who is fully fit and ready to go.”
“Ben is a player with huge
potential and given the short
rehabilitation timeframe, we’re
sure he’ll be fit and raring to go
for the home series against

Pakistan back in New
Zealand.” 
On Duffy’s inclusion, Stead
said, “Jacob showed with his
performances in the recent
home series against Sri Lanka
that he is more than capable at
international level.
“He’s been part of the squad for
the ODI Tri-Series so he’s fully
acclimatised and he’s got plenty
of experience in these
conditions and is fit and ready
to go.
“He’s another player who will
be experiencing his first senior
ICC event, so it will be an
exciting few weeks ahead for
him.”

PTI n DUBAI

Winners of the
u p c o m i n g
Champions Trophy

(CT) will walk away with a
whopping $2.24 Million cash
reward after the International
Cricket Council (ICC)
announced a 53 per cent hike
in its prize money pool for
the eight-team tournament
starting February 19. 
The winners’ purse would be
close to 20 crore in Indian
currency. The runners-up
will receive half the amount,
$1.12 Million (INR 9.72
Crore), while each losing
semi-finalist will take home $
560,000 (INR 4.86 Crore).
The total prize pool has
increased to $6.9 Million
(`60 Crore approx).
“The substantial prize pot
underscores the ICC’s
ongoing commitment to
investing in the sport and
maintaining the global
prestige of our events,” ICC
chairman Jay Shah said in a
statement ahead of the
tournament which will be
held in Pakistan and the
UAE.
Each group stage win would

be worth over $34,000 (INR
30 Lakh) for the victorious
team. 
Teams finishing in fifth or
sixth place will receive
$350,000 each (INR three
Crore), while the seventh and
eighth-placed sides will take
home $140,000 (INR 1.2

Crore). 
Additionally, all eight teams
will receive a guaranteed
$125,000 each (INR 1.08
Crore) for participating in the
event. 
This tournament marks the
first time Pakistan will host
an ICC event since 1996.

However, India will play all
their matches in Dubai owing
to security concerns related
to travelling to Pakistan.
Rohit Sharma’s men will
begin their campaign on
February 20 against
Bangladesh. The Pakistan leg
will feature games in Karachi,

Lahore and Rawalpindi.
The 2025 edition features
eight teams split into two
groups of four, with the top
two from each group
advancing to the semi-finals.
“The ICC Men’s Champions
Trophy 2025 represents a
pivotal moment for cricket,
reviving a tournament that
highlights the pinnacle of
ODI talent, where every
match is critical,” the ICC
chairman emphasised in his
statement.
“Beyond the financial
incentive, this tournament
ignites fierce competition,
captivates fans worldwide,
and plays a vital role in
fostering the growth and
long-term sustainability of
cricket for future
generations,” Shah added.
The men’s Champions
Trophy was held every four
years from 2009 to 2017
before a COVID disruption
and deliberations on its
relevance led to it being
postponed. The tournament
was first introduced as a
biennial event in 1998. 
The women’s Champions
Trophy will make its debut in
2027 in the T20 format. 

ICC announces prize money for Champions Trophy

PTI n QINGDAO

HS Prannoy fought
valiantly, but India

succumbed to a 0-3 defeat
against a second-string Japan
in the quarterfinals of the
Badminton Asia Mixed Team
Championships (BAMTC),
ending their campaign on a
disappointing note here on
Friday.
India, the 2023 bronze
medalists in Dubai, struggled
to find their rhythm, and
trailed 0-1 after going down in
the mixed doubles.
Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha
Crasto, ranked 37th in the
world, showed resilience
before going down 13-21, 21-
17, 13-21 to world number 12
Hiroki Midorikawa and Natsu
Saito.
With PV Sindhu sidelined due
to a hamstring injury, India
faced an uphill task against
Tomoka Miyazaki, who has
quickly risen to world number
8 following her triumph at the
2022 World Junior
Championships.
World number 31 Malvika
Bansod, stepping in for
Sindhu, put up a brave fight,
especially in the second game,
but struggled to match the
control and consistency of her
younger opponent and lost 12-
21, 19-21, leaving India 0-2
behind.
It all came down to Prannoy to
keep India alive, but despite a
determined effort, the 32-
year-old, returning after a long

break and struggling with
early-season form, couldn’t
sustain the pressure against
world number 16 Kenta
Nishimoto.
The Japanese star sealed the
rubber with a 21-14, 15-21,
21-12 victory in 1 hour and 17
minutes.
India will be disappointed
with the loss, especially as
Japan did not field their full-
strength team, with several top
players absent.
Japan were the inaugural
edition champions in 2017 and
were runners-up in 2019.
Miyazaki vs Malvika
Miyazaki, leading the new-
look Japanese team, was sharp
and precise, quickly surging to
an 11-3 lead after Malvika hit
long.
Despite some good net play
from the left-handed Indian,
Miyazaki’s cross-court drops
and winners kept Malvika on
the back foot.
Malvika narrowed the gap to
12-19, capitalising on
unforced errors from
Miyazaki.
However, two mistakes from
the Indian allowed the
Japanese to take the first game.
The second game was more
competitive as Malvika took a
5-3 lead, engaging in tight
rallies. She managed a slim 11-
10 advantage after Miyazaki
went long.
Malvika stayed sharp, not
allowing her opponent to play
her usual drops freely, moving
to 17-15.

Injury rules out Ben Sears
from Champions Trophy

Playing 10 months a year will
lead to more injuries: Kapil Dev

PTI n AHMEDABAD

England’s head coach
Brendon McCullum has

dismissed suggestions that his
team did not prepare
adequately during their white-
ball tour of India, calling such
claims “factually incorrect”.
The New Zealand great was
responding to criticism that
emerged during TV
commentary for the third
ODI, where Ravi Shastri and
Kevin Pietersen suggested
that, apart from Joe Root,
England’s players had not
trained during the ODI series
that India swept 3-0.
“Firstly, it’s factually incorrect,
the whole statement that we
don’t train,” McCullum told
‘talkSPORT’ after England’s
third ODI defeat here on
Wednesday.
“We’ve trained plenty right
throughout, and guys have
come from a lot of cricket as
well. I think it’s an easy thing
to have as a throwaway line
that guys don’t train enough
when the results aren’t right.”
While England had trained
before the first match in
Nagpur, they opted against

formal sessions ahead of the
second and third ODIs in
Cuttack and Ahmedabad.
England suffered a 142-run
defeat to India in their final
ODI before the Champions
Trophy slated in Pakistan and
Dubai next week.
The ODI series loss came after
a 1-4 drubbing by India in the
T20I rubber.
McCullum also pointed out
the injury setbacks to Jacob
Bethell (hamstring) and Jamie
Smith (calf).
“We’ve got a style and a
method that we believe in.
We’ve got guys who are
battling injuries and trying to
make sure that we’ve got
enough bodies out on the field,
knowing that we’ve got a huge
assignment coming up in a
week or two.
“Ultimately it’s factually
incorrect what’s been said and
we’ll stay true to what we
believe in,” he asserted.
England’s Test coach
McCullum, who took charge
of the white-ball side before
the India series, also stressed
the importance of fostering a
positive team environment
despite recent setbacks.

PTI n LONDON

José Mourinho’s Fenerbahce
might have only just

squeezed into the Europa
League knockout playoff
round but it is already on the
brink of the round of 16.
Fenerbahce dominated to
beat Anderlecht 3-0 on
Thursday and take a
comprehensive lead to
Belgium for the second leg
next week.
Two of Mourinho’s former
clubs, Porto and Roma, drew
1-1 in Europe’s second-tier
competition.
Fenerbahce only just reached
the playoffs by placing 24th
in the new 36-standings
format — the last
qualification place, and on a
tiebreaker of goal difference.
Anderlecht had finished
10th, only missing out on
automatic progression to the
last-16 by goal difference.

Fenerbahce took the lead in
the 11th minute Thursday.
Anderlecht failed to clear a
corner and the ball was put
back to the area where Yusuf
Akçiçek nodded it on for
Dusan Tadic to head into the
net.
Edin Dzeko doubled his
team’s advantage shortly
before halftime following
good work from Filip Kostic
down the left flank. Dzeko’s
initial shot was blocked by
Anderlecht defender Lucas
Hey but the veteran forward
fired home the rebound.
Youssef En-Nesyri added a
third with a powerful header
in the 57th minute and
Fenerbahce missed several
chances to extend its
advantage.
Notably, Yusuf Akçiçek’s
header was deflected onto
the post — it would have
been the 19-year-old’s first
career goal, after recording

his first-ever assist in the first
half.

Dutch club AZ Alkmaar also
has a healthy advantage to
take into next week’s second
leg after it beat 10-man
Galatasaray 4-1.
Dybala injured:
Key Roma forward Paulo
Dybala limped off in the first
half of the match in Portugal
with a knee injury.

Dybala had yelled out in
agony when his knee felt the

full force of Porto midfielder
Alan Varela’s boot in the 20th
minute but the Argentina
World Cup winner had
played on for another 15
minutes before admitting
defeat. Roma took the lead
with practically the last kick
of the first half, with
defender Zeki Celik scoring

his first goal for the club.
Porto leveled against the run
of play in the 67th minute
through Francisco Moura’s
deflected shot.
Roma midfielder Bryan
Cristante was sent off five
minutes later following a
second booking.
Teenager scores for Ajax
Ajax won 2-0 at Union Saint-
Gilloise, with 16-year-old
Jorthy Mokio netting his
side’s second goal.
Mokio scored in the 71st
minute. A corner was cleared
but only as far as the Belgium
Under-21 international on
the edge of the area and he
volleyed it in for his first goal
for the senior Ajax team.
Mokio, aged 16 years and 350
days, became the youngest
player to score in a knockout
stage match in the Europa
League, UEFA said.
Christian Rasmussen had
netted the opener in 59th.

Elsewhere, Real Sociedad
won 2-1 at Midtjylland and
Ferencvaros beat Viktoria
Plzen 1-0. Romanian team
FCSB came from behind to
win 2-1 at PAOK and a
stoppage-time penalty saw
Twente beat Bodo/Glimt by
the same scoreline.
Another youngest
goalscorer record
Sixteen-year-old Michael
Noonan netted on his
Shamrock Rovers debut to
help the Irish team win 1-0 at
10-man Molde.
That made Noonan, at 16
years, 197 days, the
youngest-ever goalscorer in a
European club competition,
his team said.
Noonan scored from close
range in the 57th minute. He
also forced a red card for
Molde defender Valdemar
Lund for a last-man foul,
three minutes before
halftime.

Mourinho’s Fenerbahce beats Anderlecht 3-0 in
Europa League playoff

We trained plenty for
India tour: McCullum 

India lose to Japan
0-3 in quarterfinals
of BAMTC

We want to win every FIH Pro League match: Harmanpreet


