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New Delhi Assembly to begin with CAG reportsBJP, Congress battle over USAID
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW DELHI

A
t the backdrop of BJP and
Congress engaged in a fierce
battle of words over certain

revelations about USAID funding for
certain activities in the country, the
Ministry of External Affairs on Friday
said they are “deeply troubling” and have
led to concerns about foreign
interference in its internal affairs.
BJP sharpened its attack on the Congress
on the USAID funding issue and called
Rahul Gandhi a “traitor”, accusing him
of colluding with foreign forces in his
bid to weaken India as it dismissed as
“cover up” media reports that claimed
USD 21 million was sanctioned in 2022
for Bangladesh, not India.
Congress on their part, following reports
that an amount of USD 21 million
approved by the USAID was meant for
Bangladesh and not India, the party
demanded an apology from the BJP
alleging that the ruling party’s narrative
was aimed at diverting attention from its
own use of foreign funds to destabilise
past governments led by the grand old
party. Congress also reiterated its
demand from the government for a
white paper on the USAID funding as
well as funding by other such agencies in
India.
Since the Trump administration’s
Department of Government Efficiency
(DOGE) announced on February 16 that
it had “cancelled”, among a string of
projects, the USAID funding of “USD 21
million for voter turnout in India”, the
ruling BJP has accused the Congress of
using external influence in India’s
election process.
In a speech in Miami on Wednesday, US
President Donald Trump said: “Why do
we need to spend USD 21 million for
voter turnout in India? Wow, USD 21
million! I guess they were trying to get
somebody else elected.”
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar too
voiced concern over the alleged USAID
funding for raising voter turnout in
India, saying people who allowed such
an attack on the country’s democratic
values should be exposed. He also said

that it was the “national duty” of people
to strike at such forces.
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said
relevant departments and authorities are
looking into the information put out by
the United States administration
regarding certain US activities and
funding. “We have seen information that
has been put out by the US
administration regarding certain US
activities and funding. These are
obviously very deeply troubling,” Jaiswal
said.
“This has led to concerns about foreign
interference in India’s internal affairs.
Relevant departments and agencies are
looking into this matter. It would be
premature to make a public comment at
this stage, so relevant authorities are
looking into it and hopefully, we can
come up with an update on that
subsequently,” Jaiswal said.
Addressing a Press conference at the BJP
headquarters, party national
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia claimed the
USAID funding came to India to meddle
with internal politics and disrupt
electoral process in India.
“More than USD 2000 million funding
came to the government in India from
2004-13 during the erstwhile Congress
led UPA rule. And, just USD 1.5 million
came during Modi ji’s term. It’s because
they know that Narendra Modi will not

sell India and India’s interests to any
foreign power,” he said.
A larger share of the USAID fund came
into India during the UPA regime
because the Congress can broker the
country’s sovereignty and its interests,
Bhatia alleged.
“While funding for the government (in
India) stopped, there was an increase in
funding for the NGOs during Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra to strengthen
Rahul Gandhi ahead of the polls in an
attempt to defeat Narendra Modi (in the
Lok Sabha elections),” he claimed.
Congress general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam Ramesh said,
“Lies first mouthed in Washington. Lies
then amplified by BJP’s Jhoot Sena. Lies
made to be debated on Godi media.”
“Lies now thoroughly exposed. Will the
liars apologise?” he asked in a social
media post.
Addressing a press conference
Congress’s media and publicity
department head Pawan Khera alleged
that the entire “USD-21 million USAID
funds narrative” perpetrated by the BJP,
Modi government’s ministers, its
economic advisor, the party’s IT
department head, the RSS-BJP
ecosystem and a section of the “BJP-
friendly media” was done to divert
attention from their “own sins” of using
foreign funds to destabilise Congress
governments of the past.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
BHUBANESHWAR/KENDRAPARA

As many as 5,55,638 eggs
have been laid by the

endangered Olive Ridley
turtle species at Rushikulya
and Devi River mouth to
Astaranga near Paradip in
Odisha symbolizing collective
conservation efforts of State
Government, Coast Guard
and other stakeholder
towards wildlife protection.
Coast Guard on Thursday
said it has launched the
annual operation to ensure
the safe mid-sea sojourn of
breeding Olive Ridley sea
turtles and mass nesting of
these delicate marine species
in Odisha. The Olive Ridley
turtles turn up in millions for
mass nesting along the
Odisha coast every year
between February and March.
Conservationists have
established protected areas on
beaches off Odisha coast
where these turtles lay their
eggs and thus these areas are
regularly monitored to
prevent human interference,
whether through seaward
poaching or disturbance from
leisure activities, they said.
Every year since 1991, the
Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
has been providing
continuous assistance under
‘Operation Oliva’ to central
and state authorities and
agencies to protect
endangered species under the
Wildlife Act, 1972.
Under Operation Olivia, the
ongoing season of mass
nesting of endangered Olive
Ridley turtles at the coast of
Odisha has yielded
productive results as the
nesting data mainly at
Rushikulya have come up
with 6,126 nests with 5,51,238
eggs, where in nesting at Devi
River mouth to Astrang is
sporadic in nature with 60

nests and 5,400 eggs.
Being a maritime law
enforcement organisation, the
ICG has been entrusted with
the charter responsibility of
preserving and protecting the
maritime environment. In
coordination with the state’s
fisheries and the forest
departments. Coast Guard is
conducting the operation,
which commenced on
November 1 and will continue
up to May 31, 25. As part of
the ongoing operation, ICG
conducts periodic social
awareness drives and a special
community interaction
programme for sensitising the
coastal populace and fishing
communities.
During this period, fishing
vessels and boats operating
close to the marine reserve
areas and protected areas are
being regularly monitored by
ICG for the usage of the
Turtle Excluder Device
(TED).
ICG ships and aircraft are
deployed and tasked towards
protection of turtles and to
ensure that an appropriate
environment is provided to
the turtles for mass nesting
and to enforce the legislation
promulgated by the
Government.
Around 150 fishing boats
have either been boarded or
investigated during ongoing
operations to ensure strict
adherence of law. The
Gahirmatha rookery in
Kendrapara district is widely
acclaimed as the World’s
largest nesting beach of olive
turtles.
Apart from Gahirmatha,
these threatened aquatic
animals turn up at Rushikulya
river mouth and Devi river
mouth for mass nesting.  An
Olive Ridley usually lays
about 120 to 150 eggs from
which hatchlings emerge after
about 45 to 50 days.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The newly constituted BJP led Delhi
Assembly is set to begin its first

session on Monday. The session will be
held on February 24, 25, and 27, with
14 pending Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG) reports on the
previous Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government’s performance will be
tabled. According to Rohini MLA
Vijendra Gupta, 14 pending CAG
reports will be tabled on February 25.
This comes after newly sworn-in Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
announced on Thursday, that 14
pending reports from the CAG,
allegedly withheld by the previous AAP
government, will be tabled in the first
session under the new BJP-led
administration.
“In the first cabinet meeting, it was
decided to hold a three-day Assembly
session on 24th, 25th and 27th
February. First of all, a pro-tem
Speaker will be appointed by the LG.

He (pro-tem Speaker) will chair the
House and on all 70 members will take
oath (as MLAs) in the Assembly.
Senior leader Arvinder Singh Lovely
would be the Pro-tem Speaker of the
House.  Pro-tem Speaker is a
temporary Speaker who conducts
House proceedings for a limited period
and till the election of the full-time
Speaker. After that Speaker and Deputy
Speaker will be elected. The first
agenda after this is CAG report. The
report has already been received by the
Speaker’s office. So, the first agenda is
to table the CAG report and hold
discussion on it after the election of
Speaker and Deputy Speaker,” Gupta
said
Gupta said the newly elected MLAs
will take the oath on February 24-25.
During AAP’s rule in Delhi, the BJP
had approached the court to direct the
government to table the CAG reports.
BJP accused the AAP government of
stalling the report to hide its
“corruption”.

Army protests LoC
firing with Pakistan
MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

Indian Army on Friday
lodged a strong protest

with Pakistan over recent
incidents of cross-LoC firing
at a Brigade Commander
level Flag meeting that took
place along the line of control
near the Chakan-Da-Bagh
crossing point in Poonch.
The flag meeting took place
in the backdrop of a sharp
increase in the incidents of
cross-border firing, desperate
sniping, and attempts by
Pakistan’s Border Action
Team (BAT) to breach Indian
defences since the beginning
of this month.
A Brigadier rank officer from
Poonch led a team of army
officers during the flag
meeting with their Pakistani
counterparts. 
The Indian Army Officers
delivered a clear message to
their counterparts that the
Indian Army will not hesitate
to take aggressive action in
the face of any provocation.
The meeting, according to
official sources, lasted a little
over one hour during which
Indian army officers also
shared their serious concerns
over rising incidents of firing
and the use of Pakistani
territory to target Indian
army personnel on patrol
duty.
According to official sources,
Two Indian Army personnel,
including a captain,
sacrificed their lives in the
line of duty and another was
injured in an Improvised
Explosive Device (IED)
attack carried out by
suspected terrorists in the
Akhnoor sector of the Jammu

region on February 11.
Two army personnel were
also injured in separate
incidents of small arms firing
from across the LoC in
Rajouri and Poonch districts
on February 10 and 14, while
two more army personnel
were injured in separate
landmine explosions in
Poonch in the past week.
At the peak of hostilities in
February 2021, India and
Pakistan reaffirmed their
ceasefire agreement along the
LoC to defuse the escalating
tensions.  Peace prevailed
along the 740 km long Line of
Control for about four years.
The Indian army released no
official statement after the
Flag Meeting was over.
However, sources revealed
the Indian army asserted its
position and reiterated its
resolve to maintain peace and
tranquility along the LoC. To
thwart any fresh infiltration
bid from across the line of
control in areas south of Pir
Panjal region the Indian army
has been kept on high alert. 
In addition, a joint team of
security forces including
special operations group of
Jammu and Kashmir police
and jawans of central
paramilitary forces has been
conducting massive combing
and search operations in the
upper reaches of Jammu Hills
to neutralize Pakistani
terrorists who may have been
hiding in the cave-like
structures inside the thickly
forested areas. Additional
troops have been inducted in
the region to plug the gaps
and beef up the security grid
across the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir. 

Tourists pose for photos at the snow covered Solang valley, at Manali in Himachal Pradesh PTI

President Droupadi Murmu with Delhi CM Rekha
Gupta during a meeting at Rashtrapati Bhavan PTI
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Human support to
endangered Olive Turtles

Mission Shakti to be renamed 'Subhadra Shakti'!

Nepali student death

KIIT officials appear before govt panel
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

An eight-member team
from the KIIT University ap-
peared before a high-level
committee of the Odisha
Government on Friday in con-
nection with the death of a
Nepali student in the campus.

The committee, headed by
Additional Chief Secretary,
Home, Satyabrata Sahoo, re-
corded statements from the
university representatives, in-
cluding its founder, Dr
Achyuta Samanta.

The committee is investi-
gating allegations that
Nepalese students protesting
the death of fellow student
Prakriti Lamsal were as-
saulted and forcibly sent back
to Nepal from the Cuttack
railway station.

Tensions had erupted at
KIIT following the discovery
of Lamsal's body in her hos-
tel room on Monday. Sus-
pecting foul play, her fellow
Nepalese students staged pro-
tests, demanding justice.

Congress MLA Tara Prasad

Bahinipati on Friday de-
manded in the Odisha As-
sembly arrest of KIIT
founder and former BJD MP
Dr Achyuta Samanta. He also
called for a judicial inquiry
into the incident and the sub-
sequent handling of student
protests.

Additionally, Bahinipati
sought a review of CCTV
footage related to the case
and questioned the
university's decision to de-
clare a sine-die exclusively for
Nepali students.

Express
dissatisfaction
over minister’s
response
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

Opposition BJD and Con-
gress members staged a noisy
walkout in the Odisha Assem-
bly on Friday voicing their
dissatisfaction over Higher
Education Minister
Suryabanshi Suraj’s response
regarding the unrest at the
KIIT University following the
suicide of a Nepali girl student.

Earlier, while participating
in an adjournment motion
debate on the issue, they had
demanded a judicial inquiry
into the matter, but the gov-
ernment did not respond to
their plea. The minister stated
that law would take its course
and that anyone found guilty
would be punished.

During an adjournment
motion moved by Congress
members, Minister Suraj ex-
plained that tensions esca-
lated at KIIT following the
girl’s suicide, and on February
17, the university administra-
tion declared a sine die for
Nepalese students, instructing
them to vacate the campus.
These students were later es-
corted to railway stations in
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack.

The minister stated that the
government had intervened
quickly, directing the KIIT
University to revoke the sine-
die order. Additionally, a high-
level three-member fact-find-
ing committee was formed,
including the Additional Chief
Secretary (Home), the Princi-
pal Secretary of the Women
and Child Development De-
partment and the Director of
Higher Education.

Suraj said that both the
Chief Minister and the Central
Government have taken the
incident seriously with the
Central Government main-

taining constant communica-
tion with the State. The
Nepalese Embassy also sent
two officials to meet with
Nepali students on February
18.

To support affected students,
the government set up a 24X7
helpline and encouraged stu-
dents who had left the campus
to return and continue their
studies. Remedial classes would
be held for these students, and
the mid-semester exams at KIIT
would be postponed. The
Odisha Government would
also cover the travel expenses for
students returning to the cam-

pus, Suraj said.
BJD and Congress mem-

bers said the KIIT incident has
tarnished Odisha’s and India’s
reputation internationally.
They called for strict action
against KIIT officials, includ-
ing criminal charges for as-
saulting Nepali students.

Both parties demanded a
judicial inquiry and voiced
dissatisfaction over the
government’s handling of the
situation.

BJD and Congress mem-
bers expressed their dissatis-
faction over the minister’s re-
sponse and staged a walkout.

Opposition walks out of Assembly over KIIT issue

NALINI SAHU     �����  BHUBANESWAR

In a significant development
for women's empowerment in
Odisha, the State Government
is considering renaming its
flagship Mission Shakti initia-
tive as 'Subhadra Shakti'.

Deputy Chief Minister
Pravati Parida hinted at the
potential rebranding during a
recent interaction, sparking
widespread speculation. The
anticipated change aligns with
the launch of the 'Subhadra
Shakti Mela,' scheduled to
commence on Saturday
evening in Bhubaneswar. This
event will bring together

women from self-help groups
(SHGs) across the State, show-
casing their creativity and en-
trepreneurial spirit.

The Subhadra Shakti Mela,

to be inaugurated by Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi at the Janata Maidan,
will run until March 2. It aims
to spotlight the exceptional
skills and craftsmanship of
SHG women, featuring over
300 stalls with diverse prod-
ucts ranging from traditional
handicrafts, terracotta and
bamboo crafts to hand-woven
textiles, organic foods, spices,
sweets and millet-based deli-
cacies.

With participation from
approximately 700 women en-
trepreneurs, the event repre-
sents a powerful platform for
economic empowerment and

aims to foster financial inde-
pendence among women, po-
tentially earning them the title
of 'Lakhpati Didi' (a term
symbolising financial self-suf-
ficiency).

Deputy CM Parida
emphasised, "This initiative
charts a new path towards
women's financial indepen-
dence in line with our vision
for a Bikashita Odisha and a
Viksit Bharat."

She further highlighted the
symbolic significance of the
name change, linking it to the
legendary character
Subhadra, representing
strength and empowerment.

Life's aim to bring Cong to power: Bhakta
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (PCC) president
Bhakta Charan Das on Friday
during the party's Sankalp
Padayatra to Puri said the sup-
port of Congress members and
supporters on the way has
boosted the morale of the
party.

The blessings of Lor
Jagannath are with the Con-
gress. But it is the first prior-
ity of the party to go to the
people and win their confi-
dence. During the Padayatra,
the moral support of the
party's senior leaders has en-
couraged the entire party.

Former PCC presidentas
Niranjan Patnaik and Jayadev
Jena joined in the march and
helped in interacting with the
people. Sonia Ganndhi and
Rahul Gandhi have given re-
sponsibility to AICC's Ajay

Kumar Lullu to strengthen the
party in Odisha.

Das said it is his life's aim to
bring the Congress to power in
the State and he prayed to
Lord Jagannath regarding this.
But he has no intentions of be-

come Chief Minister.  He has
taken a vow before the Lords
to serve the people of the State.
Lord Jagananth's blessings and
people's faith would
strengthen the party in the
State.
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Govt to expand urban planning scheme to 3 new cities

Mother Language DayMother Language DayMother Language DayMother Language DayMother Language Day

Odia language: Legacy of struggle, identity, pride

Bhubaneswar to be IT hub like Hyderabad

‘Take action against KIIT authorities’

KIIT rowKIIT rowKIIT rowKIIT rowKIIT row
Delegation demands safety of Nepal students

Govt strives for UNESCO tag for Bali Yatra

Key rail infra projects sanctioned for S Odisha

XIM media conclave 'Communiqué 2025' held

Drones used to curb liquor smuggling

RAJEEV RATHAN     �����   BRAHMAPUR

As the world observes the
International Mother Lan-
guage Day on February 21, it
is a moment of reflection on
the rich legacy of Odia, a lan-
guage that has shaped the
identity and cultural con-
sciousness of millions.

Recognised as one of the six
classical languages of India,
Odia has played a decisive role
in the linguistic and political
history of the country. Odisha
holds the unique distinction
of being the first State in India
to be formed on the basis of
language, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in the nation's
linguistic reorganization.

Brahmapur played a his-
toric role in the fight for the
recognition of Odia as a dis-
tinct language. The Utkal

Ashram, established in 1903,
was the first epicenter of the
Odia language movement.
Under the leadership of
Krishna Chandra Panigrahi,
the ashram became a hub for
intellectuals, writers and ac-
tivists who campaigned for
Odia's preservation.

During the British rule,
Bengali, Hindi and Telugu
were being imposed in differ-
ent parts of Odisha, leading to
concerns that Odia might be
erased. Utkal Ashram spear-
headed protests, debates, and
literary movements that de-
manded the reinstatement of
Odia in administration and
education. The influence of the
institution later spread to
Paralakhemundi, Cuttack,
Puri and Sambalpur, strength-
ening the call for a separate
Odia-speaking State.

Before Odisha became a
separate province in 1936,
Odia-speaking regions were
fragmented under the control
of different administrative
units such as Bengal Presi-
dency, Central Provinces and
Madras Presidency. This led to
the marginalization of Odia
language and culture, as
Bengali and Telugu were being
imposed in various regions.

A major struggle for Odia
language recognition took
place in southern Odisha, par-
ticularly in Paralakhemundi,
Brahmapur and Koraput,
which were then part of the
Madras Presidency. Despite
the dominance of Telugu and
Tamil in administration and
education, the people of these
regions fought persistently to
be reunited with Odisha, cit-
ing their linguistic and cul-

tural identity. The movement
was instrumental in the even-
tual merger of southern
Odisha into the State when it
was carved out from Madras
in 1936.

Paralakhemundi, under the
rule of the Gajapati kings,
played a crucial role in the
Odia language movement.
Maharaja Krushna Chandra
Gajapati, a key figure in
Odisha's formation, strongly
advocated for the recognition
of Odia as the administrative
language in Odia-speaking ar-
eas. Likewise, Brahmapur, with
its intellectual and literary
contributions, remained a
major center for the linguistic
struggle.

Odisha was officially de-
clared a separate province on
April 1, 1936. The province
also had the rare distinction

of having a Prime Minister
(equivalent to today's Chief
Minister) in 1936. Maharaja
Krushna Chandra Gajapati
became the first Prime Minis-
ter of Odisha, leading the
State's first government under
British rule. His efforts were
crucial in shaping modern
Odisha and preserving Odia
identity.

Odia has a rich literary tra-
dition that dates back over a
thousand years. The
Mahabharata of Sarala Das
(15th century) is one of the
earliest and most significant
literary contributions in Odia.
The Bhakti movement, led by
Jagannath Das, Balaram Das
and Achyutananda, infused
Odia literature with deep
spiritual and philosophical
insights.

With literary figures like

Fakir Mohan Senapati,
Gangadhar Meher and
Gopabandhu Das, modern
Odia literature flourished,
shaping the linguistic and cul-
tural identity of Odisha. To-
day, the language continues to
thrive through literature, digi-
tal platforms, and academic
research, securing its place as
a classical language of India
(2014).

Despite its glorious history,
Odia faces modern challenges
like declining usage among
youth, lack of digital presence,
and reduced preference in
education. However, cultural
organisations, government
policies and academic institu-
tions are working towards the
preservation and promotion
of Odia through digital ar-
chives, language technology,
and educational reforms.

RAJEEV RATHAN     �����   BRAHMAPUR

In a move to transform south
Odisha's connectivity and eco-
nomic prospects, the Ministry
of Railways sanctioned several
railway infrastructure projects
on Friday.

Among the major projects is
the doubling of the Naupada-
Gunupur-Theruvali Rail Line
alongside the 250-km-long
Gopalpur-Rayagada New Rail
Line. Rs 9.65 crore has been
sanctioned for the Final Loca-
tion Survey (FLS) for the two
projects. The Rs 1,326-crore
Gunupur-Theruvali New Line
(73.62 km) will link Gunupur
and Theruvali in Rayagada dis-
trict. The project is set to be
completed in five years with a
land acquisition of 473.78 hect-
ares.

The Gopalpur-Rayagada
New Rail Line and Gunupur-
Theruvali Rail Line projects will
bring immense economic ben-
efits by improving transporta-
tion efficiency and reducing lo-

gistical costs in the southern
part of the state.

Development of seven new
stations in the Gunupur-
Theruvali New Rail Line Project
will improve access to key ar-
eas, including the aspirational
Rayagada district. The
Gunupur-Theruvali New Rail
Line Project is an essential part
of the Energy, Mineral and Ce-
ment Corridors under Indian
Railways.

The proposed railway lines
in southern Odisha are crucial
for supporting the transporta-
tion of key materials to indus-
tries in the region. By enhanc-
ing connectivity, the project will
drive industrial growth, reduce
logistics costs, and enable
quicker and more efficient
transportation of vital goods.

The Gopalpur-Rayagada
New Rail Line and Gunupur-
Theruvali Rail Line projects are
set to usher in a new era of eco-
nomic development, signifi-
cantly improving the quality
of life in the region.

Puri-Konark,
Cuttack,
Brahmapur to
benefit
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The State Government
would expand its urban plan-
ning scheme to three addi-
tional cities, aiming to emulate
the transformative develop-
ment witnessed in the capital
city of Bhubaneswar. The gov-
ernment has announced the
extension of its successful
Town Planning (TP) scheme to
the cities of PK (Puri-Konark),
Cuttack and Brahmapur.

This decision was finalised
in a meeting presided over by
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Minister Krushna
Chandra Mohapatra on Fri-
day.

The 'Triple City' initiative
aims to enhance land manage-
ment and develop essential
infrastructure across the holy
city of Puri, the historical town
of Konark, the industrial hub
of Cuttack, and the silk city
Brahmapur. As part of the
scheme, 40% of land from
common people in these cities
will be acquired for building
roads, drainage systems, elec-
tricity networks, markets and
parks, with landowners re-

taining the remaining 60%.
The minister called for

prompt execution of the re-
vised scheme, stressing the
importance of safeguarding
residents against exploitation
by intermediaries. He advised
government officials and rel-
evant stakeholders to be vigi-
lant in ensuring fair and trans-
parent processes.

The expansion is expected
to bring about significant im-
provements in urban planning
and infrastructure. The min-
ister said, "We are committed
to implementing this scheme
effectively and ensuring that
the benefits reach the rightful
owners without any undue in-

fluence."
"I had invited development

authorities of PKDA (Puri
Konark), Berhampur,
Cuttack, and Bhubaneswar.
Our government wants as
much development as pos-
sible in these cities. Usually,
people who have houses close
to the main road are the
benefiters while those have
houses a bit interior face lot
of problems due to lack of
space, road and connectivity.
So, we are planning to take
40% of their lands and build
all the facilities including
drainage, sewerage, light sys-
tem and proper road," he
added.

Demands Youth
Cong, meets DCP
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The KIIT University au-
thorities did not listen to the
repeated pleadings of a girl
student, for which she died by
suicide. If the university’s
founder Achyuta Samanta
and Vice-Chancellor and Reg-
istrar had taken the right de-
cision in time, the victim’s life
would have been saved, the
Congress said on Friday.

After the Nepal girl
student’s death, the university
students protested, which is a
normal thing. But the univer-
sity authorities, instead of

pacifying them, threatened
and assaulted them, which the
Youth Congress strongly ob-
jects, said Pradesh Youth Con-
gress president Ranjit Patra,
who lead a delegation which
met the city DCP.

The delegation demanded

arrest of the KIIT founder,
Vice-Chancellor and Regis-
trar and submitted a memo-
randum to the DCP. They said
without the founder Achyuta
Samanta’s direction, nothing
is done in the university. Due
to assault on the Nepal stu-

dents, the relations between
India and Nepal were ad-
versely affected. Besides, the
women staff members who
made caustic remarks about
Nepal’s economy also should
be arrested, the Youth Cong
demanded.

Meets city police
chief
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Some representatives of the
Nepali community on Friday
met the Commissioner of Po-
lice here and demanded strin-
gent action against those in-
volved in the death of Prakriti
Lamsal at the KIIT University
and also ensuring safety of
Nepal students in the city.

In a memorandum, they
stated, "We are demanding an
impartial probe into the death
of the girl student Prakriti
Lamsal. We are also demand-
ing creation of a safe environ-
ment for the other Nepalese
students who were ill-treated

at the university." The repre-
sentatives also expressed con-
cerns, drawing attention to the
sense of vulnerability preva-
lent within the Nepal student
community. The delegation
called for immediate and effec-
tive interventions from local
authorities to address these
issues.

"The way the students were
driven out of KIIT, the au-
thorities should ensure mea-
sures for their safe return.
There have been attacks on
students in the past. Now, the
incident has caught global at-
tention. We have discussed
various issues with senior of-
ficials of Commissionerate
police today," a member of the
delegation said.

Rs 408 crore
allocated
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha Government
has allocated Rs 408 crore to
transform Bhubaneswar into
an IT hub akin to Hyderabad.
A new satellite city spanning
322 hectares is planned, along-
side a Rs 1,100-crore invest-
ment in urban corridors.

The ambitious plan aims
construction of a new
Bhubaneswar to foster eco-
nomic growth and urban de-
velopment, inspired by
Hyderabad's success as a ma-
jor IT hub.

Further enhancing this vi-
sion, the government also
plans to transform 15 cities
into five tri-city clusters.

A strategic initiative is un-
derway to develop a new sat-

ellite city within Bhubaneswar.
Spanning 322 hectares, the
project is expected to bolster
the region's infrastructure
across multiple sectors with a
particular focus on IT like in
the Hyderabad model.

This move is anticipated to
attract significant investments
and foster a plethora of em-
ployment opportunities.

Besides, the government is
also prioritising an expedi-
tious completion of the
Bhubaneswar Metro system.
This metropolitan expansion
will also include a new ring
road to streamline the traffic
flow.

Additionally, with a budget
allocation of Rs 1,100 crore,
this initiative aims to trans-
form several city regions into
economic powerhouses. The
plan includes enhancement of
five urban corridors:

Bhubaneswar-Cuttack-Puri,
Sambalpur-Jharsuguda-
Baragarh, Jeypore-Sunabeda-
Koraput, Chhatrapur-
Brahmapur-Gopalpur and
Keonjhar-Badbil-Joda. These
regions are envisioned as fu-
ture economic hubs, critical to
boosting local economies and
infrastructure.

Under the scheme, the gov-
ernment will focus on the de-
velopment of creation centres
and tourism circuits. There
will also be significant ad-
vancements in logistics, higher
education facilities and medi-
cal services.

Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi said, "We are
planning to construct a new
city within Bhubaneswar and
land for the purpose has al-
ready been identified. Our plan
is to transform Bhubaneswar
in the parallels of Hyderabad.

Now, ring roads are also cur-
rently in works to avoid traf-
fic congestion. This develop-
ment is expected to boost lo-
cal employment opportuni-
ties and promote
infrastructural advance-
ments."

"This apart, we will trans-
form Bhubaneswar-Cuttack-
Puri into an economic hub," he
added.

Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Minister Krushna
Chandra Mohapatra said,
"We have signed an MoU for
Rs 8 crore to prevent flooding,
entry of flood waters to resi-
dences and houses and drain-
age problems in
Bhubaneswar."

"Other new towns will be
planned with all basic facilities
including parks, sewerage and
proper road facilities," he
added.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The State Excise Depart-
ment has deployed drones to
curb liquor smuggling, iden-
tifying illicit units in dense for-
ests.

This advanced method, as a
pilot project, was recently in-
troduced in the reserve forests
near Saraswatipur under
Athagarh block in Cuttack dis-
trict.

Drone footage enabled the
department to locate numer-
ous liquor production sites
nestled within these protected
reserve forest areas. The ini-
tiative marks a breakthrough
in addressing the challenges
posed by liquor mafias who
often take advantage of the in-
accessible and dense forests

for their illicit activities.
In a collaborative move in-

volving the Cuttack Flying
Squad and local Excise De-
partment officials, the au-
thorities seized 5,355 litres of
fermented brew and 595 litres
of country liquor on Friday.
Despite the significant haul,
there have been no arrests
made as of yet. The country li-
quor makers gave the excise
officials a slip during the raid.

The government has inten-
sified its efforts to combat il-
legal liquor trade, implement-
ing a zero-tolerance policy
against illicit alcohol. Excise
Minister Prithviraj
Harichandan has announced
stringent measures to curb il-
legal liquor sales and ensure
public safety.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha Government is
striving for global recognition
of the historic Bali Yatra festi-
val held annually in Cuttack.

While replying to a ques-
tion by MLA Debi Ranjan
Tripathy in the State Assem-
bly on Friday, Culture Minis-
ter Suryabanshi Suraj clari-
fied that there is no current
mechanism for national rec-
ognition of Bali Yatra as such
status is conferred by the
United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO).

"There is no provision for
according national status tag.
UNESCO only grants recog-
nition for intangible heritage
as far as fairs and festivals are

concerned. Be it Bali Yatra or
Dhanu Yatra, we are trying to
ensure that they get included
in the UNESCO recognition
and heritage map. Provision
for funds has also been made
in the budget as well," said
Suraj.

In pursuit of international
recognition, the Odisha Gov-
ernment is working closely
with UNESCO and has estab-
lished an experts' team to
maintain a consistent dia-
logue. The minister said, "We
are hopeful that UNESCO's

recognition will be realised
soon." The Bali Yatra wit-
nessed a record turnout this
year. A total of 2,438 stalls
were established.

Recently, the Central Gov-
ernment accorded 'National
Fair' tag to the Bali Yatra.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The XIM University (New
Campus), in collaboration
with IlluminatiX - the media
and PR cell of XIM University,
hosted 'Communiqué 2025',
its prestigious annual media
conclave.

 Held on February 15, the
event served as a vibrant plat-
form for knowledge-sharing
and critical discussions on the
rapidly evolving media land-
scape.

The theme for
Communiqué 2025, "Verified
vs Viral: Surviving the Trends
of Media", sparked insightful
debates on the complex inter-
section of media credibility,
sensationalism, and the pur-
suit of truth in an era of rapid

information consumption.
 The conclave provided stu-

dents, professionals, and me-
dia enthusiasts with valuable
perspectives on responsible
media practices and the chal-
lenges posed by misinforma-
tion.

 The event featured an en-
gaging panel discussion with
distinguished thought leaders

and experts from the media
and tech industry, including
Dr Himanshu Talwar , noted
media strategist and thought
leader. Dr Sanjay Arora, aca-
demic and industry expert,
Aakash Mishra veteran jour-
nalist and digital media spe-
cialist and Pratyush Ranjan,
senior editor and media ana-
lyst. The discussions delved

into the importance of ethical
journalism, the impact of digi-
tal media on public percep-
tion, and strategies to combat
misinformation.

Attendees had the opportu-
nity to participate in interac-
tive sessions, engage in Ques-
tion and Answer rounds, and
network with industry profes-
sionals.
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B'pur Commissionerate Police system pending
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These N'pada tribals now proud owners of mango orchards
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Woman found dead in mysterious condition
In SundargarhIn SundargarhIn SundargarhIn SundargarhIn Sundargarh

Woman held for killing
sister, another person

In BrahmapurIn BrahmapurIn BrahmapurIn BrahmapurIn Brahmapur

Navy issues warrant against missing personnel

In BaleswarIn BaleswarIn BaleswarIn BaleswarIn Baleswar

Van flees with man's severed hand after mishap

Matric examinee dies on way to exam hall

NHAI violates court orders
during road widening

In BaleswarIn BaleswarIn BaleswarIn BaleswarIn Baleswar

Concern over deficiencies in med services

NTPC Talcher holds health camp in nearby village

‘MV Devi' ship faces uncertain future at Paradip

CM informs
Assembly
PNS     �����   BRAHMAPUR

Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi has informed
the State Assembly that the
proposal for establishing a
Commissionerate Police sys-
tem in Brahmapur is pending
with the government. Re-
sponding to Brahmapur MLA
K Anil Kumar's question on
Tuesday, the CM stated that
while the previous Chief Min-

ister had announced its imple-
mentation, no final decision
has been made.

Meanwhile, Rs 94 crore has
been allocated in the 2024-25
financial year to prevent fund
stagnation and prepare a
Drainage Master Plan for the
city. Housing and Urban De-
velopment Minister Dr
Krushna Chandra Mohapatra
stated that necessary steps
would be taken once a formal
request is received from the
relevant authorities.

MLAs also raised concerns

over the recurring issue of ar-
tificial flooding in Brahmapur
and urged the government to
implement a comprehensive
drainage system.

In response, Minister
Mohapatra informed that Rs
3 crore has been disbursed to
the Berhampur Municipal
Corporation (BeMC) for
flood mitigation. Major
drains are being cleaned before
the monsoon, and efforts are
underway to enhance water
drainage through pumps to
prevent severe water-logging.

Kin allege murder
for dowry
PNS     �����   CUTTACK

A woman, married just one
and a half years ago, was al-
legedly killed by her husband
and in-laws at Smantrapur
village in Cuttack district af-
ter her family failed to fulfill
the dowry demands.

Despite being given dowry
to the tune of Rs 5 lakh during
marriage, her in-laws alleg-

edly continued to harass her
for more dowries, alleged the
family members of the de-
ceased.

Based on a complaint by the
woman's family, police have
registered a case and a probe
into the incident was ongoing.

The deceased Situ Pradhan
from Rangadaspur village was
married to one Rajendra
Swain on December 10, 2023.
Situ's family asserts that her
husband and in-laws repeat-
edly harassed her over dowry

demands.
Despite providing Rs 5 lakh

initially, they claimed that the
demands of Rajendra and his
family continued, leading to
unbearable pressure on Situ

Later, Situ was found dead
under mysterious circum-
stances on Thursday night.
However, her family has al-
leged that she was murdered.
They claimed speaking to her
only hours before her death
and she was reportedly in a
distressed condition.

PNS     �����   BRAHMAPUR

The Indian Navy has issued
a warrant against Odia Navy
personnel Saurabh Kumar
Patra, who has been missing
for over a month. The Navy
has dispatched a formal war-
rant notice to the Brahmapur
Town police station.

Over one month has passed
since his disappearance on
January 19, 2025, but the po-
lice have yet to uncover any
concrete leads in the case.

Brahmapur SP Saravana
Vivek M said "He (Saurabh
Kumar Patra) had availed
around 20-25 days of leave. He

was supposed to fly to Kochi
after his holidays. On his day
of departure, his family mem-
bers dropped him at
Brahmapur railway station.

But, he has neither reached
Kochi nor has taken his flight
from Visakhapatnam."

"There are two missing
person's complaints in this
regard, one with Town Police
and the other with Railways
GRS. During the probe, we
learnt that he disembarked
from the train at Icchapuram
railway station. We are now
looking into where he has fled
and why he cheated his family
members and the Navy," he
further said.

D Patra, a 25-year-old Navy
officer from Brahmapur, went
missing on January 19, 2025,
while en route to his duty sta-

tion at INS Garuda in Kochi.
Patra, who joined the Navy in
2019, was last seen boarding a
train from Brahmapur to
Visakhapatnam, from where
he was supposed to catch a
flight to Kochi. His family lost
contact with him shortly after
he boarded the train, leading
to concerns about his where-
abouts.

The last detected location of
his mobile phone was
Icchapuram railway station in
Andhra Pradesh, where
CCTV footage captured him
disembarking from the train
and leaving the station pre-
mises in an auto-rickshaw.

PNS     �����   TALCHER

The NTPC Talcher Ther-
mal, in collaboration with
Ashalok Hospital, organized a
mega health camp at
Santhapada Gram Panchayat
as part of its community de-
velopment initiatives on Feb-
ruary 18.

The camp aimed to provide
essential healthcare services
to the residents in the periph-
eral areas of Talcher Thermal,
ensuring improved health ac-
cess for vulnerable communi-
ties.

A team of specialist doctors
from Manipal Hospital,
Bhubaneswar, was invited to
offer free, high-quality medi-
cal consultations and diag-
nostic tests, including blood
pressure and blood sugar
screenings. The health camp
benefited 344 villagers, includ-
ing women, children, and the
elderly, addressing a wide
range of health concerns such
as chronic diseases, maternal
and child healthcare, geriatric

care, and general ailments.
Alongside beneficiaries

were made aware of hygiene,
nutrition, and preventive
healthcare. Free medicines
were also distributed to the
attendees. Many elderly ben-
eficiaries expressed their ap-
preciation for receiving spe-
cialized medical care within
their village, while women
availed of gynecological check-
ups and maternal health guid-
ance.

Head of Project, at Talcher
Thermal,Vijay Chand re-
marked, "At Talcher Thermal,
we are committed to the well-
being of the communities we
serve. This health camp is a
testament to our dedication
to providing accessible
healthcare to rural areas. The
overwhelming response from
the villagers encourages us to
continue such initiatives for
the betterment of society."

The Sarpanch of

Santhapada Gram Panchayat
expressed heartfelt gratitude
to Talcher Thermal for orga-
nizing the health camp and
acknowledged the critical im-
portance of accessible
healthcare in rural areas.

Reaffirming its commit-
ment to community welfare,
Talcher Thermal announced
plans to continue similar
healthcare initiatives in the
future to enhance public
health and well-being.

Thanks to
NREGS
AJIT PANDA     �����   NUAPADA

The MGNREGS has the
potential to serve as a signifi-
cant source of income and a
means of sustainable liveli-
hood for the poor if imple-
mented with innovation and
careful planning.

A remarkable example of
such innovative utilisation of
the MGNREGA funds can be
seen in Arada village of
Khariar block.

Raja Sabar, a tribal migrant
worker from the village, now
finds himself in a much better
position as a beneficiary of the
job scheme. Once compelled
to migrate to cities in Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu for
work in brick kilns, he is now
the proud owner of a one-
and-a-half-hectare mango or-
chard.

"I have a total of eight acres
of cultivable land, but finding
steady income from farming
here was a challenge. My job
card not only provided me
with work but also opened up
an alternative source of liveli-
hood. This is the fifth year of
my mango plantation, which
I established with the support
of the Watershed Department,
and it has now started bear-

ing fruits," he shared.
Raja had cultivated cotton,

and groundnut as intercrops
among the mango plants
when they were still small, en-
abling him to earn approxi-
mately Rs 40,000 over the past
three years. He now plans to
sow arhar and groundnut
again in the upcoming season.

To enhance his future in-
come, Raja has also planted
trees like aanla, jamun,
gambhari, and neem along the
boundary of his field, which
will provide additional earn-
ings in the coming years.

Rajeswar Sabar of this vil-
lage has planted 200 mango
plants in one acre of land. The
intercrops are beans, tomato,
radish, and watermelon. He
got Rs 8,000 from tomato. He
hopes to earn fifty thousand
rupees from watermelon.

The mango plantation
project was initiated in Arada
village in 2020. It began with
Raja, who agreed to the idea
immediately when it was pro-
posed to him.

"The land had been fallow
for a long time. When we sug-
gested the project to Raja, he
agreed," said Biswambar
Gauda, the field official of the
Watershed Mission in
Khariar.

Raja's wife, Bhagya Sabar,
who dedicates her time to the

mango plantation, shared
their motivation: "We had seen
mango farmers in our
neighbouring village selling
their produce in truckloads;
so we decided to take up
mango cultivation."

Raja was not the only one
to embrace mango farming in
Arada village that year; three
others also agreed to convert
their fallow land into mango
orchards. The initiative was
implemented under the
MGNREGS scheme with an
estimated budget of Rs 12.92
lakh, out of which Rs 9.35 lakh
was allocated for wages, ac-
cording to Gauda. "The project
generated around 2,500 per-
son-days of employment over

four years from the year of
planting, averaging about 650
days per year," he added.

It was enough to generate
more than 150 days of em-
ployment per family who took
up the venture, because most
of the work was carried out by
the family members of the
beneficiaries.

Bhagya explained, "We
handled everything-from dig-
ging pits and manuring to
planting and regular watering,
often carrying water on our
heads from the nearby river."

Additional employment
opportunities were also cre-
ated for the beneficiaries
through a field bunding
programme under the

MGNREGS.
The effort in 2020 led to the

engagement of additional
households in developing
mango orchards on their up-
lands, which were previously
used occasionally for cultivat-
ing cotton or gurji.

"Four more households ap-
proached the Watershed Mis-
sion for support under the
project, and they were subse-
quently included in 2021-22
and 2023-24," informed
Gauda.

The mango orchard in
Arada now covers 8 hectares
with 3,200 thriving plants,
backed by an investment of
approximately Rs 26 lakh, of
which Rs 22.42 lakh has been
allocated to wages. After en-
suring three/four years of
dedicated care and supervi-
sion, the mission has success-
fully handed over the planta-
tions from the first and second
phases to the beneficiaries.

Over the past five years, the
projects have generated 6,500
person-days of employment,
providing stable livelihoods
for 12 households actively en-
gaged in the initiative. These
farmers have also participated
in other MGNREGS projects,
such as field bunding and land
development, further enhanc-
ing their earnings.

Beneficiaries report that

their income from the scheme
alone has ranged between Rs
30,000 to Rs 40,000 per year,
helping them meet their liveli-
hood needs, healthcare ex-
penses, and children's educa-
tion.

Additionally, they have
earned extra income by culti-
vating vegetables as inter-
crops.

"We haven't calculated the
exact income our efforts will
yield, but we are deeply grate-
ful to the officials who guided
us out of distress migration
(dadan) and the hardships we
faced while working in kilns,"
shared the farmers.

These beneficiaries have
now become role models
within the community, inspir-
ing more farmers to take up
plantation activities. Encour-
aged by their success, three
more farmers have expressed
interest in joining the initia-
tive next year, and officials are
planning to include them in
the scheme.

"The district administra-
tion has been striving hard to
reach out to people in distress
and indigent condition by way
of providing employment
through MGNREGA. We are
also sanguine in arresting mi-
gration in coming days," said
Nuapada DM Madhusudan
Dash.

6 more aides of
accused also held
PNS     �����   SUNDA RGARH

A woman was brutally
killed by her own sister over
minor financial transactions
in Sundargarh district. Not
just her sister, the accused
woman along with her aides
also killed a businessman.

The matter came to the fore
after the two bodies were re-
covered from two separate lo-
cations, the first in
Chandiposh and the second in
Kutra. After four days of in-
vestigation, police have ar-
rested as many as seven ac-
cused including the woman,
who is believed to be the mas-
termind of the double murder.

Teams of the Sundargarh
and Rourkela police have been
pursuing leads through raids
across various locations. Po-

lice also confiscated objects
that are believed to be the
murder weapons, and efforts
are underway to reconstruct
the sequence of events.

Western Range DIG Brijesh
Kumar Rai said, "The deceased
woman is the sister of the main
accused woman, who is also
the mastermind of both the
murders. Our investigation
started after the bodies were
recovered in two different lo-
cations. We later learnt that
the deceased woman was
working in the businessman's
office."

"During the probe, we
learnt that a tiff broke out be-
tween the two sisters over
some financial transaction. So,
she kidnapped her own sister
and killed her and the busi-
nessman and dumped their
bodies in two separate places,"
Rai added.

PNS     �����   BALESWAR

An elderly man lost his
hand after he was hit by an
over-speeding pickup van in
Jaleswar of Baleswar district
on Friday. The condition of the
victim remains critical while
the vehicle fled the scene after
hitting him leaving him with a
severed hand.

The mishap occurred near
the Laxmananath-
Gurudaspur Bridge, where the
pickup van hit the victim, re-
sulting in the loss of his hand.
Despite the severity of the na-

ture of the accident, the driver
fled with the vehicle, leading to
the severed hang being carried
away in the van.

However, locals chased the
vehicle and intercepted it. The
driver was apprehended and
thrashed before being handed
over to police. As per reports,
the driver was detained for
further questioning and inves-
tigation.

The injured man was first
admitted to Jaleswar hospital.
He was later referred to the
SCB Medical College Hospital
in Cuttack.

PNS     �����   BALESWAR

In a shocking incident, a stu-
dent  of Bahanaga area, while
going to appear for Matric ex-
ams, collapsed and died. The
deceased was identified as
Chandrasekhar, son of
Kailash Majhi of  Baripada vil-
lage of Bahanga block.  He was
a student of Aruhabad  High
School.

According to reports
Chandrasekhar had gone to a
picnic along with his friends

three days before and after re-
turning he complained of
stomach pain. He was taken to
Soro CHC and given treat-
ment. After recovering he had
returned home and on Friday
while he was going to  take the
exam he  suddenly fell down
and fainted due to a severe
pain in his stomach.

Due to unbearable pain, the
family members rushed him
to a nearby hospital. However,
he died on the way to the hos-
pital.

2K vendors from
Chandikhole to
Paradip lose
livelihoods
RAJESH BEHERA     �����
KENDRAPADA

The National Highway Au-
thority of India(NHAI) has
been carrying out a 77 km-long
NH -53 road widening work
from Chandikhole to Paradip.
This has led to eviction of
thousands of locals who eke
out their living by opening
shops on both sides of NH-53.
Consequently, they have lost
their livelihood as their shops
were evicted.

The Odisha Soochan
Adhikar Abhijan (OSAA) al-
leged that the NHAI by violat-
ing the norms of the Orissa
High Court and Supreme
Court allegedly evicted the
shops from both sides of NH-
53. Neither did the NHAI au-
thority organised  public hear-
ing  (Jana Sunani) nor it car-
ried out survey work for the
purpose, OSAA complained.

Even, the grievances of the
locals and shopkeepers were

not addressed, it added.
An RTI query exposed the

NHAI's violation on eviction
of shops on both side of Na-
tional Highway-53 for road
widening  work. The matter
came to the light following the
authority failed to give details
in this regard.

Notably, one Pratap Kumar
Mohanty of Talasanga earlier
sought information from
NHAI through RTI. But the
NHAI failed to give informa-
tion on as the information.

The NHAI authority alleg-
edly failed to discuss for reha-
bilitating the shopkeepers and
providing compensation. The
most important thing is  as per
official data received from RTI
from the concerned authority ,
the NHAI does not have any in-
formation related to number of
shops evicted for widening of
NH road, eviction date and
number of persons who re-
ceived  compensation from
NHAI, alleged district convenor
of OSSA Pratap Mohanty. He
added that the NHAI has vio-
lated the human rights of 2,000
small businessmen as it forced
them to lose their livelihood.

After seizure of
Rs 220-crore
cocaine
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The MV Devi ship remains
stranded at the Paradip Port
after the seizure of Rs 220
crore worth of cocaine from it.
Despite an Orissa High Court
order resolving financial dis-
putes, Customs' ongoing
probe raises uncertainty over
its release.

There is a possibility that
the investigation into the co-
caine smuggling could be ob-
structed if the ship is released.

The person responsible for
smuggling the cocaine on the
ship has not been identified
yet. Hence, it is believed that
the ship is unlikely to leave
Paradip for now.

Recently, the High Court
rescinded an arrest order on
the ship, originally issued due
to unpaid berth charges owed

to the port authority, PICT
(Paradip Internatonal Cargo
Terminal Private Limited).

Despite resolving the finan-
cial dispute between the ship's
owners and PICT, the cocaine-
related investigation remains
unresolved.

Legal experts are skeptic re-
garding the ship's imminent
departure as the primary in-
vestigation still unfolding.

"The Honourable High
Court's order is for the issue
between PICT and the ship.
Because they have reached an
amicable resolution, the
High Court has ordered its
release. However, the in-
volvement of the Customs
Department after the seizure
of cocaine is a different case
altogether. It is a high-pro-
file case with a large quantity
of cocaine seized. Maybe, the
Customs department will
file a review petition," in-
formed lawyer Gatikrushna
Satapathy.

PNS     �����   BALESWAR

The local Government
Medical College and Hospital
Action Committee staged a
demonstration in front of the
district Collectorate here on
Thursday expressing its con-
cern over the deficiencies in
medical services in the dis-
trict.

Later on, the agitators sub-
mitted a 17-point charter of
demands to the Chief Minis-
ter through the district Col-
lector. The demands included
recruitment of specialists at
least in cardiology, neurology
and  urology, adequate num-

ber of doctors and paramed-
ics  as per sanctioned strength,
to make the AIIMS satellite
centre fully operational, estab-
lishment of a nursing and
pharmacy college and in-
crease of the number of  seats
for medical students from 100
to 150.

Speakers at the gathering
stated that the committee's
demands are genuine and the
patients are suffering badly
due to the absence of these fa-
cilities. Gournga Panigrahi,
Niranjan Parida and several
other representatives of the
action committee addressed
the gathering.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday pitched for

world-class leaders in every
field who can find solutions to
global complexities and needs
while prioritising the interests
of India.
Addressing the School of
Ultimate Leadership (SOUL)
conclave here, Modi said an
institute like this can be a
game-changer at a time when
India needs energetic leaders in
every field, be it bureaucracy,
policy-making or business,
who have a global approach but
a mindset rooted in local per-
spectives.
He called for leaders in differ-
ent fields who have "global
thinking and local upbringing",
saying what is needed is a
leadership that reflects India's
vision in every field when the
country is emerging as a "glob-
al powerhouse".
The country's speed and
momentum need to be repli-
cated in every field, Modi said,
adding that institutes like the
SOUL are not only a choice but
a necessity.
"There is a need for energetic
leaders in every sector who can
find solutions to global com-
plexities and needs while pri-
oritising the nation's interests
on the global stage," he said.
These leaders should have a
global approach but retain a
local mindset, and should be
ready for strategic decision-
making, crisis management
and futuristic thinking, the
prime minister said.
The future leadership, he said,
will not be limited to power, an
apparent reference to the polit-
ical arena, adding that leader-
ship roles will require capabil-
ities in innovation and impact.
Modi said such leaders, who
understand international
dynamics, are required for the
country to compete in inter-
national markets and global
institutions.
He emphasised the need for

preparing the leadership for
emerging sectors, such as deep-
tech, space, biotech and renew-
able energy, besides conven-
tional sectors like sports, agri-
culture, manufacturing and
social service.
"India must not only aspire for
excellence in all sectors but also
achieve it. India needs leaders
who can develop new institu-
tions of global excellence," the
prime minister said. He noted
that India's history is filled with
glorious stories of such insti-
tutions and emphasised the
need to revive that spirit.
Modi underscored the impor-
tance of building human
resources and said the devel-
opment of better citizens is nec-
essary for nation-building
when everyone is working for
the making of a "Viksit Bharat".
In this context, he cited the
example of Gujarat, noting
that questions were raised
about its future as a separate
state due to its lack of natural
resources.
However, the state is doing very
well today due to its leaders,
Modi said, adding that it has no
diamond mine but nine out of
10 diamonds in the world pass
through the hands of a
Gujarati. He said a new and
spacious campus of the SOUL
would be ready, close to
Gujarat's GIFT City, in the

near future.
The SOUL is an upcoming
leadership institution in
Gujarat to enable "authentic
leaders to advance public
good", according to an official
statement.
Modi said India should have
leaders in different sectors who
can spearhead innovation and
channelise skills. He expressed
confidence that the SOUL will
develop critical thinking, risk-
taking and solution-driven
mindsets and produce leaders
who are prepared to work
amidst disruptive changes.
They should not just follow
trends but set those, he added.
As India grooms new leader-
ship in sectors ranging from
diplomacy to tech innovation,
the influence and impact of the
country will multiply across
various sectors, the prime min-
ister said, adding that the
nation's entire vision and future
depend on producing a gener-
ation of strong leadership.
"When we move forward with
a common goal and collective
efforts, the results are extraor-
dinary," he said.
Modi said the Indian society is
being shaped by those born in
the 21st century and a decade
prior to it, asserting that they
will be the "Amrit Peedhi" as
the country embarks on the
path of development.  
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The Supreme Court on
Friday directed jailed JKLF

chief Yasin Malik to appear in
a Jammu court from Tihar Jail
through video-conferencing
on March 7. A bench of
Justices Abhay S Oka and Ujjal
Bhuyan noted that the Jammu
sessions court was “well-
equipped” with the video-con-
ferencing system enabling the
virtual examination.
The CBI sought the transfer of
the trials in the 1989 case of the
kidnapping of Rubaiya Sayeed,
daughter of former union min-
ister Mufti Mohammed Sayeed,
and the 1990 Srinagar shootout
case, from Jammu to New
Delhi.
During the hearing, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the CBI, informed the
court that as per the report filed
by the registrar general of the
Jammu and Kashmir High
Court, the video-conferencing
system was working properly in
the Jammu court.
Mehta said it appeared all the
accused were working in tan-
dem to delay the trial while
pointing out that Malik
refused to engage a lawyer and
others were opposing the
transfer of trial.
The top court previously
directed the registrar general of
the Jammu and Kashmir High
Court to ensure proper video-
conferencing facilities at the
Jammu special court while
hearing two cases against Malik
and others. 
The top court on December 18,
last year, gave six accused two
weeks to respond to the CBI's
plea to transfer the trial of 
the cases.
The plea is over the two cases
in which four Indian Air
Force personnel were killed
on Januar y 25,  1990 in
Srinagar and the abduction
which took place on
December 8, 1989.  Malik,
chief of the proscribed JKLF,
is facing trial in both cases.
The top court was hearing a
CBI plea against the September
20, 2022 order of a Jammu trial
court directing Malik, serving
a life term in Tihar jail, to be
produced before it physically to
cross-examine prosecution wit-
nesses in the abduction case.
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Home Minister Amit Shah
will chair on Saturday the

27th meeting of the Western
Zonal Council in Pune, which
will provide a platform for
resolving disputes and issues
between the Centre and States
in the region.
The Western Zonal Council
comprises the states of Gujarat,
Goa, Maharashtra and the
Union Territories of Dadra
and Nagar Haveli and Daman
and Diu.
The zonal councils hold dis-
cussions on a wide range of
issues, including speedy inves-
tigation of cases of sexual
offence/rape against women
and children and implementa-
tion of Fast Track Special
Courts for expeditious dispos-
al of such cases.

Facilitation of banks/India Post
Payment Bank branches with-
in 5 km in each village, imple-
mentation of Emergency
Response Support System
(ERSS-112), issues relating to
infrastructure, mining, envi-
ronment and forests, food secu-
rity parameters and other sub-
jects of common interest at the
regional level are other issues
discussed at the meetings.
The Maharashtra government
is hosting the meeting which is
being organised by the Inter
State Council Secretariat under
the Ministry of Home Affairs,
in collaboration with the state
government.
The meeting is expected be
attended by the chief ministers
of the member states and the
administrator of the Union
Territories, along with two
senior ministers from each
state, the statement said.

Chief secretaries, advisors and
other senior officers of the
state governments and union
territories and Union Home
Secretary, secretary, Inter State
Council and other senior offi-
cers of the Central govern-
ment will also participate in

the meeting.
Five zonal councils were estab-
lished in 1957. The Union
Home Minister is the
Chairman of these five coun-
cils, while the chief ministers
of the states included in the
respective zonal council and

the administrator/LG of the
union territories are its 
members.
Zonal councils provide an
excellent platform for resolving
disputes and issues between the
Centre and the States and
between the several States in
the region. Many issues of
national importance are also
discussed in each meeting of
the zonal councils.
These include power opera-
tions, urban master plan, elim-
inating malnutrition among
children through POSHAN
Abhiyan, discussion on reduc-
ing the dropout rate of school
children, participation of gov-
ernment hospitals in
Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana,
strengthening Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies
and other issues of common
interest, the statement said.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said there

has never been any animosity
among Indian languages and
each has enriched the other,
giving a fitting reply to
attempts to discriminate on
the basis of linguistics.
Addressing the inaugural
function of the 98th Akhil
Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya
Sammelan here, Modi hailed
Marathi as a complete lan-
guage reflecting the elements
of bravery and courage, beau-
ty, sensitivity and equality.
"There has never been any ani-

mosity among Indian lan-
guages. Languages have always
influenced and enriched each
other," Modi said.
He said often, when efforts
were made to create divisions
based on languages, India's
shared linguistic heritage gave
a fitting reply.
"It is our social responsibility
to distance ourselves from
these misconceptions and
embrace and enrich all lan-
guages," the prime minister
said.
His remarks came on a day
when Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin reiterated
his remarks that the imple-
mentation of the National

Education Policy (NEP) is an
attempt to impose a three-lan-
guage formula throughout the
country.
Modi said India is one of the
oldest living civilisations in the
world because it has con-
stantly evolved and embraced
new ideas and welcomed new
changes.
"The fact that India has the
world's largest linguistic diver-
sity is a proof of this. This lin-
guistic diversity is also the
most fundamental basis of
our unity," Modi said.
NCP-SP chief Sharad Pawar,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, littera-
teur Tara Bhawalkar, the pres-

ident of the 98th Akhil
Bharatiya Marathi Sammelan,
were present at the inaugural
function, among others.
The three-day Akhil Bharatiya
Marathi Sahitya Sammelan is
being held in the national
capital after a gap of 71 years
and a year after Marathi was
granted the classical language
status.
Modi said the event is being
held in Delhi in the 350th year
of the coronation of Chhatrapati
Shivaji and the centenary cele-
brations of the RSS.
"We take pride in the fact that
in the great land of
Maharashtra, a remarkable
Marathi-speaking individual

planted the seeds of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
100 years ago. Today, we cel-
ebrate its centenary. The
organisation has grown and
flourished like a banyan tree,"
he said.
"For the last 100 years, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
has been running a Sanskar
Yagya to take India's great tra-
dition and culture to the new
generation," Modi said.
He said the RSS has inspired
lakhs of people like himself to
live for the country and it is
because of the Sangh that he
got the privilege of connecting
with the Marathi language
and Marathi traditions. 

India, Bangladesh to
launch new ‘hotline' 

Delhi court reserves order
in 2022 case against Lalu

Shah to chair Western Zonal Council meeting in Pune

Keep away from attempts to create divisions on basis of language: Modi
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Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Friday said

disruptive technologies like
artificial intelligence (AI)
should be used for improving
the agriculture sector, and
asserted that the rural popula-
tion represents both opportu-
nities and responsibilities.
Speaking at the inaugural ses-
sion of 21st General Session of
African Asian Rural
Development (AARDO)
Conference, the vice president
also stressed using technology
to alleviate suffering.
Speaking at the event, Dhankar
said the rural regions nurture
3.6 billion lives, including 894
million rural Indians, "repre-
senting both our opportunity
and responsibility."
"A challenge to our intellect is
in form of emergence of dis-
ruptive technology. Artificial
intelligence, machine learn-
ing...No less than industrial
revolution," he said.
"They offer daunting chal-
lenges but also bring a basket
of opportunities, only if we
learn to unleash them," he
said. Dhankhar said these tech-
nologies should be used for
improving the farm sector and
rural areas.
"If we can unleash these dis-
ruptive technologies for greater
good of rural India and farm
sector, and of the entire world,
humanity will be a safer place,"
the vice president said.

"India has taken some flagship
initiatives and one initiative is
digital India," he added.
He stressed on using technol-
ogy to mitigate suffering,
reducing corruption, and gen-
erating accountability.
Stating that India has the tar-
get to become a developed
nation by 2047, Dhankhar said
there was a time when India
had to deposit its gold with
banks in Switzerland to sustain
fiscal credibility.
"By then the foreign exchange
reserve was only 11 billion US
dollar, if it can be compared to
the present situation the vol-
ume has gone to seven hundred
billion US dollar," he said.
He said India is an example for
the rest of the world that what
could be the impacts of good
initiatives in the field of rural
development and empower-
ment of people.
Dhankhar also talked about the
significance of the role of
women in governance and said
India has constitutionally struc-

tured participation of women
at village and municipal levels.
"Gender participation in gov-
ernance is fundamental to
bring about equality and to cut
into inequities. India perhaps
the only country in the world
that has constitutionally struc-
tured participation of women
in governance," he said.
He said that in village and
municipal bodies, one third
seats have been reserved for
women. AARDO, one of the
earliest examples of South-
South and Triangular coopera-
tion in the fields of agriculture
and rural development in the
African-Asian region, was
established in 1962. It is an
autonomous inter-governmen-
tal/multilateral organisation,
comprising 32 countries of
Africa and Asia as full members
and three associate members.
It has been given the status of
an international organisation
by the Government of India, at
par with other UN organisa-
tions in India.

AI to be used for improving
agriculture sector: Dhankar

Yasin Malik to
virtually appear
in Jammu court
from Tihar on
March 7: SC

Verifying individuals are Indian nationals in Panama: MEA

PM pitches for world-class
leaders in every field
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India and Bangladesh have
decided to establish a new

communication link between
the deputy commanders of
their respective border-guard-
ing forces and identified
about 99 fresh patches for
erecting a fence along their
shared border.
The decisions were finalised
during the biannual director
general-level talks between
the Border Security Force
(BSF) and the Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) that con-
cluded here on Thursday,
sources in the security estab-
lishment told PTI.
This was the first time that a
high-level meeting between
the two forces took place
after the fall of the Sheikh
Hasina government in
Bangladesh on August 5 last
year.
The three-day talks, held from
February 18 to February 20,
went off in a "cordial man-
ner", with the Indian side
able to "convince" its neigh-
bour about the importance of
fencing on the remaining
areas of the 4,096-km-long
frontier that spans across five
Indian states on the eastern
flank, the sources said.
A total of 864.48 km of the
front remains unfenced,
including 174.51 km of "non-
feasible" gap, according to
official data.
The two sides have decided to
open a new "hotline" for effec-

tive communication after the
latest round of DG-level talks.
This link will be between the
additional director general
(ADG) of the BSF eastern
command based in Kolkata
and his BGB counterpart
posted at the force's head-
quarters  in Dhaka,  the
sources said.
It was felt "necessary and
important" to enhance the
engagement between the two
sides and hence, this new
platform for commanders'
interaction has been agreed
upon and included in the
official records for the first
time, they added.
Currently, "hotlines" or links
of  communicat ion exist
between the two force chiefs
and officers in the ranks of
inspector general (regional
commander for the BGB),
deputy inspector general (sec-
tor commander for the BGB)
and other field-level officers.
These communication lines
are used to convey real-time
information and intelligence
so that issues related to the
front and instances of cross-
border crimes can be checked
promptly.
The BSF delegation, headed
by its Director General Daljit
Singh Chawdhary, also asked
the BGB to take "stringent
and effective" steps to ensure
that Bangladeshi miscreants
and criminals are not able to
"breach" their security layer
and cross the border to attack
BSF personnel and Indian
civilians.
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ADelhi court on Friday
reserved for February 25

its order on whether or not to
take cognisance of a
chargesheet filed in the land-
for-jobs case involving former
railway minister Lalu Prasad
and others. Special judge
Vishal Gogne, who was sched-
uled to decide it on Friday,
adjourned the matter on
February 25 after hearing CBI's
clarifications on certain points.
The CBI said three separate
final reports (chargesheets) in
the matter required only one
trial given the entirety of the
allegations reflected in it.
As the allegations in the three
chargesheets involved the same
foundational conspiracy and
named a number of common
accused and witnesses, the
second and third chargesheets
were in the nature of supple-
mentary chargesheets, the
agency said.
The submissions came in
response to a query posed by
the court on whether the case
would require separate trials.
The judge recorded the sub-
mission and posted the matter
for February 25 for orders on
cognisance and further pro-
ceedings.
The CBI had informed the
judge that it had received req-
uisite sanctions from the
authorities concerned to pros-
ecute public servant RK
Mahajan.
On January 16, the judge said

if the sanction against Mahajan
was not processed by January
30, the "competent authority
shall furnish" an explanation
by the next date of hearing.
The CBI on November 26,
2024 filed before the court req-
uisite sanctions obtained from
authorities concerned to pros-
ecute 30 accused persons in the
case, while submitting that
sanctions regarding the pros-
ecution of Mahajan were still
awaited.
The case relates to Group-D
appointments made in the
West Central Zone of Railways
based in Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh, during Prasad's
tenure as the railway minister
between 2004 and 2009 in
return for land parcels gifted or
transferred by the recruits in
the name of the RJD supremo's
family or associates, according
to officials.
The agency registered the case
on May 18, 2022, against
Prasad and others, including
his wife, 2 daughters, uniden-
tified public officials and pri-
vate persons.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The external affairs on Friday
said it has seen some

reports about deportation
flights to Panama and New
Delhi is "verifying the details"
as to whether the individuals
concerned are Indian nationals
or not.
"Once that verification details
are complete, then arrange-
ments will be made for the
return of these Indian nation-
als back home," MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
told reporters here in response
to a query during his weekly
briefing.
On a query on any steps taken
to curb illegal immigration, he
said, "We are committed to
fight it tooth and nail."
Many reporters asked him if
Panamian authorities had
approached India on this issue.
"We have seen some reports
about deportation flights to
Panama and Costa Rica. Now
it is our understanding that
these have been undertaken as
per a bridge arrangement
between the US and the respec-
tive governments. Both Costa
Rica and Panama have agreed

to serve as transit countries for
deportees while the US bears all
the costs of the operation,"
Jaiswal said.
These deportees have been
kept in a hotel, he said.
"There could be some Indian
nationals we understand... And
our mission in Panama, which
is also accredited to Costa
Rica, they are in touch with the
local authorities," the MEA
spokesperson said.
In case of Panama, India is
"verifying the details whether
the individuals concerned are
Indian nationals or not", he

said.
"Once that verification details
are complete, then arrange-
ments will be made for the
return of these Indian nation-
als back home," he said.
In case of Costa Rica, "while we
have heard that some people
have been sent from the United
States, we have heard this
through media. Officially, we
have yet to hear from the Costa
Rica side".
Jaiswal in response to another
query said, "yes, we are in
talks with the Panama govern-
ment there."

"Our embassy there is in reg-
ular touch. They have had
consular access. In fact, there
was an issue that, you know,
some of them were having
some difficulty there. That
may have been case with peo-
ple from other nationalities, not
with people who are, who sup-
posedly are of Indian nation-
ality," he said.
During Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's recent visit to
the US, a joint statement was
issued conveying the commit-
ment of both countries to com-
bat it.
This matter has been discussed
here in India at the highest level
and this matter was discussed
in Washington as well, Jaiswal
said.
"If you read the joint statement,
there is expansive language on
illegal immigration conveying
the commitment of both coun-
tries to combat it. Prime
Minister, in his statement in
Washington, also made it very
clear that human trafficking
needs to be fought by India,
United States and all countries
who have a stake in it because
we need to fight it tooth and
nail," he said.

File photo

File photo

Venezuelan migrants deported from the United States arrive at Simon Bolivar
International Airport in Maiquetia in Venezuela PTI 

Vice President of India Jagdeep Dhankhar addresses inaugural session of the 21st
AARDO Conference in New Delhi PBI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Nationalist Congress Party (NCP-SP) leader Sharad Pawar during the inauguration of 98th
Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan in New Delhi. PTI

Amit Shah interacts with students of rural and tribal community who came from
Santokba Dholakia Vidya Mandir located in Dang district of Gujarat in New Delhi PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses during the inauguration of the first
edition of the SOUL Leadership conclave in New Delhi on Friday PTI
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Mahakumbh 2025 to end with a cosmic spectacle
BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
PRAYAGRAJ

As the Mahakumbh enters its
final week before concluding

on February 26, skywatchers
and spiritual seekers alike are in
for a rare celestial treat. All seven
planets of the solar system-
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune,
will be visible in the night sky
from India, creating a once-in-a-
lifetime astronomical spectacle.
The phenomenon, which began
in January with the visibility of
Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus, and Neptune, will reach
its climax in February as Mercury
joins the formation. The align-
ment will peak on February 28,
when all seven planets gather on
one side of the Sun, forming a
breathtaking planetary parade.
Astronomers explain that while
the term 'planetary alignment'
lacks a strict scientific definition,
it generally refers to multiple
planets appearing along the eclip-
tic-the Sun's apparent path across
the sky. "These celestial bodies
will align along the ecliptic since
their orbits lie nearly within the
same plane," said Dr Rajeev
Sharma, an astrophysicist.
Spiritual and astronomical 
significance
This rare planetary display is

adding spiritual depth to the
Mahakumbh celebrations. Many
devotees believe that such cosmic
occurrences amplify spiritual
energy and divine consciousness.
"The coming together of all
seven planets is not just an astro-

nomical event; it is a moment of
immense spiritual significance.
The energies of the cosmos are
believed to influence human
consciousness, making this
Kumbh Mela even more power-
ful," said S N Jha, lecturer in

Department of Astrology in
Lucknow University.
The best time to witness this
alignment is during twilight-
just after sunset or before sunrise-
when the planets are positioned
higher in the sky. Five planets-

Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
and Saturn-can be seen with the
naked eye, while Uranus and
Neptune require binoculars or a
telescope due to their dimness.
Astronomers predict that a sim-
ilar planetary alignment will

occur in mid-August 2025, when
six planets will be visible in the
morning sky. 
While Uranus and Neptune
remain challenging to spot with-
out optical aid, ideal viewing con-
ditions and equipment will help
locate them.
The Mahakumbh Mela, held
every 12 years in Prayagraj and
every four years in Haridwar,
Ujjain, and Nashik, is deeply con-
nected to celestial movements.
The festival's timing is deter-
mined by the orbit of Jupiter,
which plays a crucial role in Vedic
astrology and Hindu traditions.
Millions of devotees gather to
bathe in the holy rivers, believ-
ing that this sacred ritual cleans-
es sins and leads to spiritual lib-
eration.
"With Jupiter governing the cycle
of Kumbh Mela, the presence of
a rare planetary alignment this
year feels like a cosmic blessing,"
said Pandit Arun Mishra, a
Kumbh scholar. 
"It reinforces the belief that celes-
tial events influence human spir-
ituality and destiny."
As devotees continue their pil-
grimage to the sacred ghats, the
heavens will offer a dazzling
reminder of the universe's grand
design-making Mahakumbh
2025 a truly extraordinary con-
fluence of faith and science.

Devotees offer paryers after taking a holy dip during the ongoing Mahakumbh Mela at Sangam in Prayagraj PTI

Hathras stampede: Judicial
inquiry clears Bhole Baba
BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

The judicial commission
investigating the tragic

stampede at a religious gather-
ing in Hathras has given a clean
chit to Bhole Baba, also known
as Narayan Sakar, according to
the sources. The commission
submitted its report to the
Uttar Pradesh government,
which discussed it in a cabinet
meeting ahead of the state
budget presentation.
While the report confirms that
the police investigation was con-
ducted properly, it remains
inconclusive on whether any
conspiracy was involved. The
government has approved a pro-
posal to table the report in the
legislature, but it has not yet pub-
licly disclosed its key findings.
The incident occurred on July
2 in Hathras, Uttar Pradesh,

during a religious congregation
attended by tens of thousands
of devotees. 
According to eyewitnesses, as
Bhole Baba concluded his ser-
mon and began leaving, a sud-
den rush ensued. 
Many followers tried to move
closer to him, hoping for his
blessings. In the overcrowded
space, people began pushing
and shoving, leading to panic.
Authorities reported that the
venue lacked adequate emer-
gency exits, and many atten-
dees were unable to escape in
time. While some blame poor
crowd management, others
argue that the organisers did
not anticipate the sheer num-
ber of devotees who would
attend the event.
The judicial inquiry commis-
sion, set up to investigate the
tragedy, has made several key
recommendations to prevent

similar incidents in the future.
The report suggests enforcing
strict crowd management pro-
tocols, including a cap on the
number of attendees at religious
events and mandatory securi-
ty drills before such gatherings. 
It recommends that all large
public events be required to
have designated emergency
exits, medical teams, and police
presence. 
It also proposes stricter licens-
ing rules for religious congre-
gations and large public gath-
erings to ensure better account-
ability of event organisers.
Grieving families of the victims
have expressed frustration over
the report's findings, saying jus-
tice remains elusive. Anita
Devi, whose 65-year-old moth-
er was among the deceased,
said her mother was a devout
follower of Bhole Baba and
never missed his satsangs. 

UP supplies prisons with Sangam water

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
PRAYAGRAJ

As the Mahakumbh 2025
witnessed a record-break-

ing turnout with 59 Crore devo-
tees taking a holy dip at the
Sangam, the Yogi Adityanath
government extended the
sacred experience to prisoners
across Uttar Pradesh.
In an unprecedented initiative,
inmates from all 62 jails in the

state were given the opportuni-
ty to partake in a symbolic holy
dip within their respective jail
premises.
To facilitate this, large water tanks
were constructed inside the jails,
where sanctified water from the
Triveni Sangam was transport-
ed and poured, enabling prison-
ers to immerse themselves in its
spiritual significance. 
The initiative was aimed at
ensuring that inmates, despite

their confinement, could expe-
rience religious purification and
virtue.At Central Naini Jail in
Prayagraj, where over 1,700
inmates are currently lodged,
more than 1,400 prisoners par-
ticipated in the ritual. 
Senior Jail Superintendent Rang
Bahadur Patel stated that the holy
water was brought from the
Triveni in urns, ritually wor-
shipped, and then poured into a
specially built pond within the

jail premises, allowing inmates to
bathe in the consecrated water.
A similar arrangement was
made at the District Jail of
Prayagraj, which houses over
1,300 prisoners. Senior
Superintendent Amita Dubey
confirmed that more than 1,000
inmates took part in the sacred
bath following religious cere-
monies to sanctify the water
brought from the Mahakumbh
at Sangam.
Many prisoners expressed their
profound gratitude, stating they
never imagined they would be
able to take part in the revered
ritual while serving their sen-
tences. The Yogi government's
initiative ensured that even
those behind bars did not miss
this spiritual opportunity, which
occurs once in 144 years.
Given the security and logistical
challenges of physically taking
inmates to the Triveni, the gov-
ernment orchestrated the sacred
bath within jail premises. 
As prisoners immersed them-
selves in the blessed water, the
jail reverberated with chants of
'Har Har Gange,' reflecting their
deep emotional and spiritual

Inmates from 62 UP jails take a symbolic holy dip with Mahakumbh water File Photo

Muslims voluntarily remove
168-year-old Mosque in Meerut
BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
MEERUT

In a significant development,
the management of a 168-

year-old mosque in Meerut has
begun dismantling the structure
to make way for the city's Metro
and Rapid Rail Corridor pro-
jects. The mosque, located out-
side Jagdish Mandap on Sharda
Road, had been identified as an
obstruction to the infrastructure
expansion plans.
For the first time, Friday prayers
were not held at the mosque, as
its gate had already been
removed and the electricity
connection cut. The decision to
voluntarily remove the mosque
came after extensive discus-
sions between the administra-
tion and the mosque manage-
ment. On Thursday night,
Additional District Magistrate
(ADM) City Brijesh Kumar
Singh, accompanied by officials
from the National Capital

Region Transport Corporation
(NCRTC), met with the
mosque's Imam and manage-
ment committee. The officials
explained the necessity of clear-
ing the structure to facilitate
rapid construction work, urging
a resolution through mutual
agreement. Following the dis-
cussions, the mosque manage-
ment agreed to begin disman-
tling the structure on Friday.
Haji Swale Heen, a representative
of the mosque committee, stat-
ed, "We received a notice regard-
ing the mosque. The Mutawalli
(caretaker) is unwell, but we were
informed that the mosque would
need to be removed, either vol-
untarily or through administra-
tive action. We decided to dis-
mantle it ourselves."
He also emphasised that the
mosque had historical signifi-
cance, dating back to 1857, and
urged the administration to
provide an alternative site for
reconstruction.

Harish Choudhary is new in-charge of MP Congress unit
GIRISH SHARMA n BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh
Congress finds itself at yet

another critical juncture with the
appointment of Harish
Choudhary as the new in-charge
of the state unit. Choudhary, who
officially assumed office at the
PCC headquarters on Thursday,
becomes the sixth leader to hold
this position in just five years. 
This rapid turnover at the helm
signals a deeper malaise within
the state unit of the Congress
party, highlighting the ongoing
instability and factionalism that
have plagued its ranks.
Among Choudhary's predeces-
sors, Deepak Babaria stands out
for having the longest tenure,
spanning two years. 
During his time, Babaria was
instrumental in uniting the frag-
mented leadership and introduc-
ing significant structural reforms
such as the Mandal sectors with-

in the party. 
His efforts played a crucial role
in reinvigorating the Congress in
Madhya Pradesh, culminating in
the party's victory in the 2018
assembly elections under the
leadership of Kamal Nath. 
However, the subsequent years
have seen a rapid succession of
in-charges, with most leaders last-
ing barely a year or even just a few
months, further exacerbating
the sense of disarray.
After Babaria, the Congress lead-
ers who remained in charge of
Madhya Pradesh unit of
Congress were- Mukul Wasnik,
JP Agarwal, Randeep Singh
Surjewala and Bhanwar Jitendra
Singh.
The recent departure of AICC
general secretary Bhanwar
Jitendra Singh reportedly
stemmed from his strained rela-
tions with Madhya Pradesh
Congress president Jitu Patwari.
Patwari, known for his assertive

stance, was believed to have
actively sought Singh's replace-
ment. 
This episode is indicative of the
larger issue of factionalism with-
in the state unit, where power
struggles between senior leaders
continue to weaken the party's
organisational framework.
While Patwari has made efforts
to project a unified front with
Leader of the Opposition in the
State Assembly, Umang Singhar,
their underlying differences
remain an open secret in politi-
cal circles. 
The discord within the leadership
ranks is no longer just an inter-
nal matter but has become a talk-
ing point in Madhya Pradesh's
political landscape. 
Patwari himself recently likened
intra-party groupism to a 'cancer'
eating away at the Congress's
prospects in the state, vowing to
eliminate such divisions.
However, his own conflicts with

Singhar and other senior leaders
contradict this call for unity,
raising questions about the fea-
sibility of his mission.
The fissures within the Congress
were further underscored during
Harish Choudhary's formal
induction at the PCC headquar-
ters. 
Addressing the party workers on
the occasion, Patwari's remark
that leaders who attain positions
within the party begin to behave
as though they own it was a thin-
ly veiled critique of the prevail-
ing culture of entitlement and
power struggles. 
His statement underscores the
deep-rooted leadership crisis
within the party, where person-
al ambitions often supersede
collective goals.
For the Congress to regain its lost
ground in Madhya Pradesh,
addressing these internal conflicts
is imperative. 
Harish Choudhary's appoint-

ment presents an opportunity for
course correction, but whether he
can succeed where his predeces-
sors have struggled remains to be
seen. 
The party needs a stable and deci-
sive leadership that prioritises
organisational strength over fac-
tional battles. As the 2028 assem-
bly elections loom on the hori-
zon, the Madhya Pradesh
Congress must introspect and
realign its strategies if it hopes to
mount a serious challenge against
the ruling dispensation.
Madhya Pradesh BJP spokesper-
son Narendra Saluja, who joined
the saffron party after quitting
Congress a couple of years ago,
told The Pioneer that Choudhary
faces tough challenges ahead. 
The absence of senior Congress
leaders Kamal Nath, Digvijay
Singh, and Arun Yadav from the
induction programme suggests
they did not take Choudhary's
appointment seriously, he added.

Punjab police busts foreign-
backed target killing module
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab police on Friday said
they have busted a target

killing module and apprehend-
ed two operatives of a foreign-
based gangster from Patiala.
Those arrested have been iden-
tified as Malkit Singh alias
Max, a native of Rodala village
in Ajnala, Amritsar, who is
currently residing in Sempali
village in Fatehgarh Sahib, and
Sandeep Singh alias Deep, a
resident of Sirhind in
Fatehgarh Sahib.
"Acting swiftly on intelligence
inputs, Patiala Police busted a
target killing module and
apprehended two operatives of
the foreign-based gangster
Goldy Dhillon from Rajpura,
Patiala. Both accused were
tasked with carrying out target
killings in Mohali and Rajpura
on the directions of gangster
Goldy Dhillon," Punjab's
Director General of Police,
Gaurav Yadav, posted on X.
"Their arrest has also led to the
solving of two previous cases

related to target killings in
Mohali and Rajpura," he
added.
Police teams have also recov-
ered five pistols, including
three .32 caliber, one .30 cal-
iber, and one .315 caliber coun-
try-made pistol, along with 15
cartridges and 1,300 intoxicant
tablets from their possession. 
Additionally, their black-
coloured scooter has been
impounded, the statement
said. 
Both arrested individuals have
a history of criminal activities,
with multiple cases registered
against them under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act,
Arms Act, attempt to murder,
extortion, dacoity, snatching,
and other charges, the DGP
said.
Further investigations are
underway to establish back-
ward and forward linkages in
this case. 
More arrests and recoveries are
likely in the coming days, he
added. 

Gurugram police nabs bank staff for aiding cybercriminals
STAFF REPORTER n
GURUGRAM

Ateam from the cyber cell
of the Gurugram police

has arrested two accused
including a bank official of a
private bank for allegedly pro-
viding bank accounts for
cybercriminals, police said.
Priyanshu Diwan, Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(cybercrime), said that the
arrested accused has been
identified as Avinash Sharma
and Aditya Chaturvedi both
resident of Delhi.
According to the police, a
man filed a complaint at the
Cyber Crime Police Station
East in November 2024, that
he was duped of `4.97 Crore
in the name of investing in the
stock market.
During the probe, the police
of the said police station
arrested the suspects from
different parts of Delhi for the

alleged involvement in the
crime from Delhi on
Wednesday.
During interrogation, the
accused disclosed that Aditya
Chaturvedi was currently
working as business develop-
ment manager at gujranwala
town-2 of Idsusand bank in
Delhi since 2023.
"The bank account used in the
fraud was opened by Aditya
Chaturvedi and sell it to
Avinash in `25,000 to commit
fraud. Chatur vedi took
`10,000 to open saving
account and `50,000 for cur-
rent account,"  Sandeep
Kumar, a spokesperson of the
Gurugram police said.
Senior police officers of the
Gurugram claimed that the
police are closely working
with other agencies and
organisations to counter these
frauds. “The cyber fraudsters
commit fraud by luring peo-
ple with good profits, invest-

ing in the stock market, reduc-
ing electricity bills, in the
name of buying or selling
cheap goods online, sextortion
through video calls  on
WhatsApp, morphing, send-
ing links through various
means, posing as a customs
officer or police officer in the
name of implicating false case,
in the name of issuing a No-
Objection Certificate, digi-
tally arresting people by show-
ing the fear of implicating
them in a criminal case, etc,"
Priyanshu Diwan, ACP
(cybercrime), said.
"We appealed to the public to
steer clear of such dubious
callers and advised caution in
sharing personal details to
strangers stalking them
online," he added.
“So far the Gurugram police
have arrested 27 bank officials
from different banks till now
who were allegedly involved in
cyber fraud,” Diwan added.

Assam Assembly
uproar over MP attack

PNSn GUWAHATI

The Assam Assembly on
Friday witnessed uproarious

scenes over the attack on
Congress MP Rakibul Hussain in
Nagaon district, leading to two
adjournments.
The opposition Congress, which
created noisy scenes in the House
demanding adjournment of pro-
ceedings to discuss the issue,
relented after the government
assured of a thorough probe
into the attack.
Leader of Opposition Debabrata
Saikia raised the demand for
adjournment motion as soon as
the House assembled at 9.30 am.
He maintained that Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
did not condemn the assault on
Hussain in his reply on the mat-
ter in the assembly. Hussain, the
Dhubri MP, his son Tanzil and his
personal security officers (PSOs)
were attacked by unidentified
persons at Rupohihat in Nagaon
district on Thursday.
The Congress MP was on his way
to attend a meeting of party
workers at Gunomari village on
a two-wheeler when he was
attacked with cricket bats by a
group of people, who had their
faces covered with black cloth,
and were shouting slogans against
the MP, police said.
The DGP later said that the MP
and Tanzil were unhurt, but the
two PSOs suffered minor injuries
and were undergoing treatment.
Speaker Daimary said the
adjournment motion cannot be
allowed, as discussion on the
finance bill was scheduled for the
day.Information and Public
Relations Minister Pijush
Hazarika, responding in absence
of the CM and the Parliamentary
Affairs Minister in the House to
Saikia's allegation of govern-

ment inaction, said the attackers
have been identified and action
is being initiated.Unsatisfied with
the response, the Congress leg-
islators stormed into the well of
the House and created noisy
scenes. The BJP legislators pre-
sent in the assembly claimed that
attacks on the party's leaders took
place during the Congress
regime, but no action was taken.
As the ruckus continued, the
Speaker adjourned the House for
10 minutes. Soon after it reassem-
bled, Congress legislators once
again stormed into the well and
demanded discussion on the
issue.
Daimary then adjourned pro-
ceedings for another five minutes.
When the House met after the
second adjournment, LoP Saikia
demanded a statement from the
state government that the culprits
will be caught and such incidents
will not recur.
"We want a message to go from
here that democracy will be pro-
tected. We want to know whether
all culprits have been identified,
whether the DGP or other top
officials have visited the site,
and why no additional security
deployment was made for the
MP's meeting," Saikia said.
He also submitted records of chat
messages purportedly pointing to
security lapse on part of the offi-
cer in-charge of Rupohihat police
station, and demanded discipli-
nary action against him.
Responding to this,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Chandra Mohan Patowary said,
"The CM has mentioned about
the attack during his reply to the
motion of thanks on the gover-
nor's speech yesterday. Our gov-
ernment never supports such
incidents and the CM, who is out
of state today, will not allow its
recurrence."

Congress MP Rakibul Hussain addresses media after filing an FIR following an attack on him in Assam PTI

Mamata clarifies her ‘Mrityu Kumbh' remarks
SAUGAR SENGUPTA nKOLKATA

Days after raking up contro-
versy with her ‘Mrityu

Kumbh’ (deadly Kumbh)
remarks, Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has done a
volte face, saying her love for her
own religion was beyond ques-
tion, and that religion is a person-
al affair, while festival belongs to
all.
Even as the BJP upped its deci-
bel level demanding an apology
from the Chief Minister for
making an "uncouth remark"
against a Santani festival Banerjee
on Thursday said, "Who said I do
not respect my religion?
Remember, religion belongs to an
individual, but festivals are for all."
In an apparent bid to control the
damage she had earlier remind-
ed that she was a daughter of a
Hindu Brahmin family and that
she performed Pujas and Paath
three times a day. "But that is my
personal affair and why should I
make it public. I have respect and
regard for my religion and all reli-

gions and cultures equally," she
said. Banerjee capped her
Thursday comments with anoth-
er one on Friday saying her
Government was working tire-
lessly for the development of
Bengali as a language.
"It is my Government that has
supplied tomes of research papers
to the Central government to
help categorise Bengali as a clas-
sical language. Out tireless efforts
have made it possible to prove
that Bengali has a more than a
thousand years of history. It is the
fifth largest spoken language in
the world and perhaps the second
largest spoken one in Asia." She
was speaking at an International
Mother Language Day.
In what critics called a balancing
act "for the mess she created on
Tuesday by antagonising the
Hindu electorate the Chief
Minister made use of the Bengali
sentiment to offset the damage."
She said, "my love for my Bengali
language, and its richness can
never be taken away, it is for this
we realise the sentiment behind

a mother language and so we
have recognised all the languages
from Gorkhali to Kurmali to
Hindi to Alchiki."
Banerjee drew criticism after
she criticised the BJP
Governments both in the Centre
and Uttar Pradesh for making
Mahakumbh a money spinning
event by heavily publicising with-
out making adequate arrange-
ments to handle the massive
turnout. Banerjee had on
Tuesday during her speech in the
State Assembly termed the mega
event at Prayagraj "Mrityu
Kumbh" saying "I too have
regards for the event, but I can-
not support this mismanage-
ment where you publicise an
event and call in crores of peo-
ple and then mismanage the
entire affair leading to so many
deaths, and hiding dead
bodies.This has turned into
Mrityu Kumbh. Using religion
for politics is the worst thing you
can do."
Her remarks immediately trig-
gered a countrywide outburst. 



In the mountains, roads are
more than just paths from
one place to another—

they are lifelines. They con-
nect people to schools, hospi-
tals, and markets, making
daily life easier and opportu-
nities more accessible. For
many remote villages in
Uttarakhand, however, the
wait for a proper road contin-
ues, shaping everyday realities
in ways that outsiders rarely
see.
In Surag and Bhagdhanu vil-
lages of Garud Block,
Bageshwar District, the
absence of a proper road is a
challenge that residents nav-
igate every day. The people
here have adapted—carrying
essentials on foot, finding
their ways to reach schools
and markets, and supporting
each other through difficult
times. 
Yet, the dream of a well-built
road remains. Kedar Singh,
70, has spent a lifetime in
Surag. He describes how
unpaved, uneven roads make
even the simplest tasks diffi-
cult, especially during the
monsoon. “When it rains, the
paths become slippery, mak-
ing it hard for both people
and animals to move. We take
our cattle to graze on the

mountains, but during the
rains, they often slip on the
muddy paths and fall down
the slopes. It’s heartbreaking
to see, and it makes our work
much harder.” For many, the
challenge is not just about
movement but about access to
essential services. Nandi Devi,
45, explains how women and
elderly residents face partic-
ular difficulties: “When some-
one falls ill, finding transport
is nearly impossible. Vehicles
don’t come here because of
the poor road conditions.
We have to rely on each other
and make do with what we
have.”
A Journey to Education
For students, an incomplete
road is more than an incon-
venience—it shapes their
future. Bhavana Rawal, a
10th-grade student, walks 5
km every day on an unpaved

road to reach her school in
Sailani, 9 km away. “Most of
the time, we manage, but dur-
ing the rains, we arrive at
school covered in mud. On
some days, we can’t go at all,”
she says.Kavita, 18, has sim-
ilar concerns. “During the
monsoon and winter, getting
to school is incredibly diffi-
cult. The steep paths become
dangerous, and there is always
the fear of slipping.
Sometimes, we miss school
for days, which affects our
studies.”
The Road Ahead
Efforts have been made over
the years to bring road con-
nectivity to Surag and
Bhagdhanu. A survey for the
road’s construction was con-
ducted, and discussions con-
tinued resolving land-related
concerns. Local leaders, like
village head Champa Devi,

have been advocating for
progress, and there is opti-
mism that change will come.
In Uttarakhand, over 33,500
km of roads have already
been built, with 171 km of
new roads planned for 2024-
25 under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana. Across
the state, better road connec-
tivity has opened doors to
education, healthcare, and
employment. There is hope
that the Rs 70,000 crore allo-
cated in the Union Budget for
rural roads will also reach vil-
lages like Surag and
Bhagdhanu, ensuring that
they, too, become part of this
expanding network.
For now, the people of these
villages continue their jour-
neys—on foot, through diffi-
cult terrain, with patience
and resilience. But with con-
sistent efforts from local com-
munities, government agen-
cies, and policymakers, the
day is not far when these
paths will finally be paved,
bringing with them new pos-
sibilities for those who have
waited the longest.
(The Author writes on devel-

opment and a resident of
Bageshwar district,

Uttarakhand. Views are per-
sonal. Charkha features)

As the war in Ukraine enters its third year, US President Donald Trump is trying to
broker peace. However, his approach has sparked controversy, as it appears to
sideline Ukraine in key negotiations. With Russia still holding a significant portion

of Ukrainian territory, the implications of this initiative could reshape the geopolitical land-
scape of Europe and beyond. The critical questions remain: What would a Trump-led
peace deal entail? How would it affect Ukraine’s sovereignty? And what choices do Ukraine
and Europe have in response? If Ukraine is sidelined in these negotiations, it could be
pressured into accepting a deal that legitimises Russia’s territorial gains, effectively reward-
ing aggression. For Russia, such an outcome would be a strategic victory, allowing it
to retain control over nearly a fifth of Ukraine’s land, including areas it currently does
not fully control. A peace deal without Ukraine’s full participation and interests at its core
would have profound consequences. The Ukrainian government has consistently main-

tained that any agreement must include the restora-
tion of its 1991 borders and accountability for war
crimes committed during the invasion. However, a
Trump-negotiated settlement could pressure Kyiv into
compromising its sovereignty in exchange for an end
to hostilities. 
For Europe, such a scenario would be equally trou-
bling. If Russia emerges from the conflict with terri-
torial gains, it could embolden further aggression
against NATO’s eastern flank. The Kremlin’s broader
objective has always been to reverse the strategic
impact of the Soviet Union’s collapse and limit the sov-
ereignty of Eastern European nations. A weakened

Ukraine would shift the burden of deterrence squarely onto NATO’s shoulders, requir-
ing significant military investments and commitments to prevent further Russian expan-
sion. The effectiveness of Trump’s initiative is highly uncertain. While a ceasefire might
reduce immediate bloodshed, it would not necessarily lead to lasting stability. If Ukraine
is forced into a compromised peace, resistance movements could emerge, leading to
prolonged low-intensity conflict. Additionally, the global implications of a weakened Ukraine
extend beyond Europe. A victorious Russia could inspire China to take a more aggres-
sive stance on Taiwan, believing that the West lacks the resolve to uphold internation-
al law. Trump’s initiative to end the Ukraine war could mark a turning point in the con-
flict, but the manner in which it is pursued will determine its impact. If Ukraine is side-
lined and forced into territorial concessions, the consequences could be dire—not just
for Kyiv but for the entire European security framework. While a peace deal might bring
temporary relief, a settlement that fails to address Ukraine’s sovereignty could embold-
en Russia and reshape the global balance of power in ways that will be felt for decades
to come. The choices made in the coming months will define the future of Ukraine, Europe,
and world security.

Trump’s peace offensive

India, with its strong economy and high
tariffs on US goods, doesn’t need such
financial support. 
“They got a lot of money. They’re one of
the highest taxing countries in the world
in terms of us. We can hardly get in there
because their tariffs are so high.” Hence, the
$21 million allocation was part of a larg-
er list of international aid programmes can-
celled by the Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE), headed by Elon Musk.
There is no doubt a lot of money, white and
Black, is used. Then who knows that for-
eign funding is also not another source?
Hope the NDA government should come
out clearly on who revived this 21-million-
dollar (about 176 crore rupees) and how
this money was distributed. As reported
earlier, the money can’t be received by the
Election Commission legally. 

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad

MULTILINGUALISM FOSTER UNITY
Madam — A recent incident highlights the
importance of embracing multilingualism
in India’s diverse political landscape.
During the INDIA bloc meeting in Patna,

DMK leader TR Baalu requested a trans-
lation of Bihar CM Nitish Kumar’s Hindi
speech into English, as DMK chief MK
Stalin was unable to follow Hindi. The
request was met with a sharp reaction from
Kumar, who emphasised that leaders
should understand Hindi, leading to an
uncomfortable moment for the DMK
delegation. The DMK’s resistance to the
three-language formula stems from its
commitment to preserving Tamil. 
While this is admirable, instances like these
underline how knowing a third language,
including Hindi, can be a practical asset.
Whether for employment, travel, or nation-
al collaboration, multilingual ability fosters
inclusivity and avoids such avoidable
embarrassments. Balancing linguistic pride
with pragmatic multilingualism is key.
Leaders and citizens alike must view
additional language skills as tools for
growth rather than threats to cultural iden-
tity.

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai

PEACE TALK WITHOUT UKRAINE
Madam — It is indeed a strange move that
Ukraine is not involved in the peace talks
being held to bring the Ukraine war to an
end. America is holding talks with Russia,
the country that pounds Ukraine. Any
meaningful negotiation should be between
the countries on the war and others may
facilitate reaching a settlement to end the
war. In the process, any other country may
help but not keep the victim behind the
screen. Ukraine has unnecessarily taken up
war with Russia. The demand of Russia was
that Ukraine should not take membership
in NATO as it disturbs its security con-
cerns. For NATO also Ukraine joining the
group will add to its strategic security con-
cerns. That is why it extended all possible
help, like weapons and funds, except for its
soldiers to Ukraine. 
The sanction against buying Russian fuel
also proved to be a failure, as all the EU
members were buying the same Russian
fuel through India.  Ultimately Ukraine is
at a loss but gives a sound lesson to oth-
ers not to depend on others’ strength to
wage a war, but instead to sort the issues
out through diplomatic strength. It is also
time to remember the moral story that
when two parties decide to fight each other,
there are always other parties to reap rich
harvests. The giants in the field of weapons
production found Ukraine a flourishing
market to pump in weapons. It is also time
to rethink before deciding to enter the war
field, over-assuming one’s strength.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

WHO RECEIVED $21 MILLION FROM US? 
Madam— US President Donald Trump
has once again questioned the United
States’ decision to allocate $21 million for
voter turnout efforts in India. Speaking at
the FII PRIORITY Summit in Miami, he
said, “$21 million for voter turnout, why
do we need to spend $21 million for voter
turnout in India?” Trump expressed his
respect for India and its Prime Minister
Narendra Modi but wondered why the US
needs to spend millions on voter turnout
in a foreign country. He further argued that
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A black-naped oriole perches on a bloomed cotton tree, in Nadia PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Though US President Trump is attempting to resolve the prolonged war

in Ukraine, the effectiveness of his methods remains uncertain

Many buildings, especially in
older areas and unauthorised
settlements, are not designed
to endure strong earthquakes.
Although there are strict reg-
ulations set by the National
Building Code and the Bureau
of Indian Standards (BIS),
enforcement often remains
weak. High-rise buildings and
even some government facil-
ities in the region frequently
lack the necessary retrofitting
to enhance their earthquake
resistance. With over 30 mil-
lion people living in Delhi-
NCR, the scale of destruction
from a significant earthquake
could be unimaginable.So,
what steps can be taken? 
Demolishing all unsafe build-
ings and reconstructing them
with seismic-resistant tech-
nology is neither practical nor
economically viable. However,
sincere efforts can be made to
raise awareness about the
earthquake risk and ensure
people are prepared for a
potential major earthquake in
Delhi. 
First and foremost, raising
awareness and ensuring pre-
paredness should be a top
priority. Every household
needs to have a well-defined
earthquake survival plan.
Schools and workplaces should
regularly conduct earthquake
drills to prepare individuals for
how to react during tremors.
Simple actions, like securing
heavy furniture, identifying

safe areas in homes, and hav-
ing emergency kits ready, can
greatly improve safety. The
government also needs to take
necessary actions in this
regard. 
A comprehensive structural
audit of buildings, particular-
ly those constructed before
modern seismic standards
were established, is urgently
required. Buildings that fail to
meet safety criteria should be
reinforced and retrofitted. It is
essential to enforce the use of
earthquake-resistant construc-
tion methods in new projects.
Retrofitting at-risk buildings
may be expensive, but it is a
crucial investment for protect-
ing lives.
Additionally, public infrastruc-
ture needs to be reassessed.
Bridges, flyovers, and metro
stations need to be evaluated
for their ability to withstand
seismic activity. Several cities
like Tokyo and San Francisco
have successfully implement-
ed advanced technology to
make buildings more earth-
quake-proof. Delhi should
look to these global examples
to reduce the risk of wide-
spread casualties.
A city that is well-prepared for
disasters always invests in the
education and awareness of its
residents. Creating an
Earthquake Awareness
Museum in Delhi,  akin to the
one in Bhuj, Gujarat, could
make a significant impact on

people’s awareness, not only
from Delhi NCR but from all
over the country. 
This museum could highlight
Delhi’s seismic history, delve
into the science behind earth-
quakes, and inform the public
about safety protocols.
Additionally, a dedicated
“Earthquake Clinic” within
the museum could provide
free consultations with engi-
neers on how to house earth-
quake resistance at a reason-
able price.Moreover, imple-
menting an efficient early
warning system could signif-
icantly minimise the risk of
casualties.  For instance, Japan’s
earthquake early warning sys-
tem alerts people just seconds
before a quake, allowing peo-
ple to take cover. Establishing
a similar system in Delhi
should be a national priority.
Despite scientific advance-
ments, earthquakes remain
unpredictable. However, we
can control the level of pre-
paredness when a disaster
strikes. The recent tremor in
Delhi is more than just a fleet-
ing event- it serves as a warn-
ing. Ignoring it could be dis-
astrous. The time to take
action is now before nature
delves a lesson that is too harsh
to endure.

(The writer is former execu-
tive director of National

Institute of Disaster
Management, Govt. of India;

views are personal)

A reminder of Delhi’s

seismic vulnerability

In the early morning of
February 17, 2025, the res-
idents of Delhi-NCR awak-
ened by a sudden unexpect-
ed jolt awakening due to a

tremor. A 4.0-magnitude earth-
quake struck the region, with its
epicentre located near Dhaula
Kuan, Delhi, sending shockwaves
throughout the city along with
neighbouring NCR. Although
the quake was relatively minor, its
impact felt stronger because it
originated from a shallow depth
and was intensified by wide-
spread fear of bigger earthquakes.
People hurriedly evacuated their
homes, buildings swayed and
social media was abuzz with
concern. 
This event served as yet another
reminder that Delhi remains
dangerously vulnerable to seismic
shock vulnerability to seismic
activity. Delhi hazardously sits on
several active fault lines, includ-
ing the Delhi-Haridwar Ridge
and the Mahendragarh-
Dehradun fault. The city falls in
Seismic Zone IV and is recog-
nised as being at high risk for
earthquakes. Its closeness to the
Himalayas, one of the most seis-
mically active areas globally, fur-
ther increases its risk. According
to geoscientists, the Indian plate
is continually pushing beneath the
Eurasian plate at a rate of about
47 mm per year, generating sig-
nificant underground stress. 
When this stress is released, it
results in earthquakes—ranging
from minor to devastating.
History has shown us the poten-
tial destruction of earthquakes.
The 2001 Bhuj earthquake in
Gujarat, which registered 7.7 on
the Richter scale, resulted in over
20,000 fatalities and left entire
towns in rubble. If a similar
earthquake event were to strike
Delhi-NCR, the aftermath could
be even more disastrous.
Simulations from global seismic
studies, including the USGS
PAGER system and the GEM
Global Seismic Risk Map, indicate
that a 7.7-magnitude earthquake
in Delhi could result in between
150,000 to 250,000 deaths. The
combination of a dense popula-
tion, ageing infrastructure, and
unplanned urbanisation makes
the capital particularly vulnerable
to widespread devastation. One
major concern facing the city is
the quality of construction. 

Tharoor praises PM Modi’s achievements

SEVERAL
CITIES LIKE 

TOKYO AND SAN
FRANCISCO HAVE

SUCCESSFULLY
IMPLEMENTED

ADVANCED
TECHNOLOGY TO

MAKE
BUILDINGS MORE 

EARTHQUAKE-PROOF.
DELHI SHOULD 

LOOK TO THESE
GLOBAL

EXAMPLES TO
REDUCE

THE RISK OF
WIDESPREAD

CASUALTIES

The road to change: A story of hope

in Uttarakhand’s remote Villages

Senior Congress leader and MP
Shashi Tharoor’s praise for PM
Modi’s achievements during his

recent visit to the US, followed by his
article in a national daily praising
Kerala’s startup economy under the

ruling LDF alliance, has not gone
down well with his party leaders. In a
stifling political atmosphere where
political parties are baying for each
other’s blood, his praise does not help
his party’s attempts to target the NDA
and the LDF governments on these
issues. 
But Tharoor, a former diplomat and
well-known for his intellect, is a rare
class of politician who has the spine to
speak their mind. He has proven time
and again that he is a true statesman
who deeply believes in democratic val-
ues. On his criticism, he has further
clarified that we cannot always speak
only in terms of party interests. Thus,
his principled political behaviour is a
lesson for all political leaders. 

Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

SATENDRA  SINGH

HEMA RAWAL

As government initiatives push forward rural road development, the hope remains that

these villages will soon find themselves linked to a future of greater possibilities

The 4.0 magnitude earthquake that shook Delhi-NCR recently underscores
Delhi’s alarming seismic risks, given its location on active fault lines
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INTELLIGENCE
WAS NEEDED TO

TAILOR ONE’S
BATTING AND/OR

BOWLING TO
MEET THE

DEMANDS OF THE
PITCH AND THE
NATURE OF THE
OUTFIELD, THE

MIND HAD TO BE
SET TO WORK TO

FIND OUT THE
VULNERABILITIES
OF THE PLAYERS

OF THE OPPOSING
SIDE, AND DEVISE
THE STRATEGY TO

WIN A MATCH

Yes, there are five choices; by making them we can excel in life.
These are to become good people. We know whom we call good.
They are good in their behaviour, choices, etc. The next level is

of those, who are not only good but they mostly follow dharma also,
which pleases God. The next level is that of welfare workers, who
dedicate their lives to the service of humanity without any selfish motive.
Out of the followers of dharma, God appoints some as His (nimitta)
instrument to carry out activities for God to uphold dharma. The top-
most level of course is of bhaktas (devotees) of God. I will now give
details regarding how one can become these five and what benefits
one will derive by doing so. 
To be good in spiritual parlance means to have the highest percent-
age of the mode of goodness. There are three modes, which are: good-
ness, passion and darkness. They are always competing with us. (The
Bhagavad-Geeta 14.10) The mode of goodness is illuminating and
free from diseases on account of purity. (14.6) The mode of passion
suffers from the fault of attachment. (14.7) One is too attached to
certain acts and their results. Unfortunately, the results are not in our
hands. (2.47) One, therefore, suffers from anxiety, fear, depression,
etc.

The mode of darkness deludes, which gives rise to many faults like
carelessness. (14.8) Lord Krishna has set out in great detail about
activities in goodness in the Bhagavad-Geeta. If we imbibe them, the
percentage of the mode of goodness will gradually increase in us.
There are many benefits in doing so and the best is goodness being
the stepping stone to devotional life – the highest, and good karmapha-
las of course. The next level is of persons, who strictly follow dhar-
ma besides being good. 
This sets them apart from the masses. One is aligned with the plan
of God for us, who is for upholding dharma. God even incarnates to
do so. (6.7) We know what dharma is; it is the highest moral and
religious principle. Benefits are many including accumulating pious
karmas. The third higher level is that of welfare workers. God promis-
es no ‘durgati’ (bad end) for such persons. (6.40) This is a big achieve-
ment because old age and bad ends are very scary prospects for human
beings. Lord Krishna has singled out King Janaka as the role model
in the Bhagavad-Geeta (3.20) in this connection. 
The next higher level is that of ‘nimittas’ (instruments) of God; He choos-
es them from those who are habitually followers of dharma and are
inclined to serve God as Arjuna did. God does everything as a karta
for them and they get credit for the acts done. (11.33) The topmost
category is those of devotees of God. Their rise is from being good
people to strict followers of dharma. Then, they do spiritual practices
like praying, darshan of God’s Deities, offering obeisance to God, chant-
ing of God’s names and mantras, dhyan of God, thanking God for
favours done, etc. 
They become very dear to God, who is everything. (7.19) The top-
most benefit of being a devotee of God is liberation in a few lives.
(6.45)I am going to describe the benefits in greater detail because
these are the highest. God guides, and He, being omniscient, knows
what will work every time. I have made a habit of praying for guid-
ance anytime I have some doubts about something. I have been sur-
prised by God’s response. They are no longer intuitions because they
work. The same happens in the case of help. God helps His devo-
tees like one cannot even dream of.

(The writer is a spiritual teacher, views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
MAKE THE RIGHT
CHOICES IN LIFE

The newly elected pres-
ident,  Donald J.
Trump has ordered

the withdrawal of the United
States from Paris Agreement
on global warming for the
second time, the first official
exit being on November 4,
2020. The question is- Will
the global momentum to
cut emissions get stalled
once again, as has happened
in the past? Will other coun-
tries fill up the void or will
we witness reduced contri-
butions? 
Though the withdrawal
announcement of the world’s
biggest economy aligns with
America first in interna-
tional environmental agree-
ments, can it disrupt the
international climate diplo-
macy, at a critical moment of
the climate crisis? With 200

countries committing
towards reducing green-
house gas emissions (GHG)
and keeping the global tem-
perature rise below 1.5
degrees Celsius, the signing
of the Paris Agreement in
2015 showcased the collec-
tive accountability and
shared responsibility of
nations in addressing cli-
mate issues. 
In his tenure, the former
president, Joseph R Biden Jr
has often communicated the
vital role of the US in lead-
ing the world in curbing fos-
sil fuel pollution. The sup-
port to developing coun-
tries for transitioning to
renewable energy, building
resilient infrastructure and
adapting to climate change is
essential to mitigate the
adverse consequences of the 

phenomenon and pace up
the global progress on emis-
sion reduction. 
This is in sharp contrast to
the recent, yet not surprising
announcement. Mr. Trump
has often referred to it as an
unfair and one-sided agree-
ment that permits the South,
particularly China and India
to free-ride the economic
burden of the North. With
less than a year for it to be

effective, the U.S. will soon
find itself with the other
three countries- Iran, Libya
and Yemen- of not being a
party to the Paris agree-
ment. This further raises
the question of whether
must all the countries con-
tribute equally in terms of
efforts and resources. 
Though the principle of
“Common but
D i f f e r e n t i a t e d
Responsibility” has been
undermined at all successive
CoPs, does it imply that the
developed countries can
default on their financial
commitments and jeopar-
dise the global climate com-
mitment? 
With the announcement of
US retrenchment from the
agreement in 2017 and the
beginning of the formal

withdrawal process, the
International Energy Agency
reported that global energy-
related CO2 emissions
increased by 1.7 per cent in
2018, after a steady decline
over the last three years. In
recent times, as is already
known that the NDCs of

individual countries are not
in pace with the Paris pact
goal. With the withdrawal of
the US, will it imply that
countries will have to make
greater reductions in emis-
sions? 
Will it be possible? However,
the key lessons learned from

this episode underscore the
importance of political sta-
bility for long-term climate
commitments. As an out-
come, countries like China
will take advantage of this
situation by leveraging
themselves as reliable and
committed partners in glob-
al climate leadership. It will
also halt the mitigation and
adaptation efforts of devel-
oping countries due to the
disrupted support from
developed countries. Ceased
contribution of the U.S. to
the Green Climate Fund will
hinder the availability of
critical resources for devel-
oping countries. This tops
up the already low pledges
announced in COP29 at
Baku this year compared to
the demand by developing
countries. 

All of this can disrupt criti-
cal alliances, deviate nations
to scale down their climate
commitments and impact
the world’s ability to fight cli-
mate change. 
The U.S. withdrawal from
the Paris Agreement raises
urgent concerns about glob-
al climate action. As nations
strive to meet climate goals,
America’s absence could
weaken commitments, dis-
rupt funding, and shift lead-
ership dynamics. The world
must now adapt, ensuring
collective progress continues
despite political instability
and shifting priorities in
international climate diplo-
macy.

(The writer is Assistant
Professor, FORE School of
Management, New Delhi;

views are personal)

US exits Paris Agreement again: A setback for global climate action?

Those who exhibit positive behaviour and make
righteous choices excel and live a meaningful life

AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI

TAVISHI TEWARY

Cricket, the game of glorious uncertainties, is almost a religion in our country. It often

gets more attention than other sports but then you have to play it to experience its magic

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

Beyond the boundary: The passion,

intelligence and legacy of cricket

cer, to which we must now revert.
I have never played much soccer. I
played cricket for my College
(Presidency) and clubs (Union
Sporting and Dakshin Kolikata
Sangsad), in Kolkata in the 1950s.
Even at those levels—by no means
lofty—I realised that playing
required a lot of intelligence and
application of mind, intense concen-
tration, reflection, enormous will
power and determination, courage,
considerable physical fitness and
huge reserves of stamina.
Intelligence was needed to tailor
one’s batting and/or bowling to meet
the demands of the pitch and the
nature of the outfield, The mind had
to be set to work to find out the vul-
nerabilities of the players of the
opposing side, and devise the strat-
egy to win a match. Determination
was needed to continue fighting
even when the odds were heavily
loaded against one, will power to
calm the butterflies that began in
fluttering in one’s stomach as one
walked out to bat and took guard,
and courage not to run away from
fast bowling on a wicket with
uneven bounce where one could get
hurt any moment.
The matches we played were most-
ly for a day. As an opening batsman,
I could be at the wicket for a max-
imum period of three hours. As a
first-change medium pacer, I
bowled a maximum of eight overs
in two spells. As the skipper of my
college team, I fielded mostly at first
slip or short square leg, which
meant I did not have to do much
running around. Yet I was pretty
much drained out at the end of it all.
Cricket matches are war by other
means among well-established
rivals, and particularly so when it
comes to India and Pakistan, or

England and Australia for the ashes.
It, however, also has other dimen-
sions. If history, to quote TS Eliot
again—this time from Gerontion—
”has many cunning passages, con-
trived corridors,” cricket has its tan-
talising moments and amusing
anecdotes. 
Several of the latter relate to Dr WG
Grace, a legend of English cricket
who had an MRCS and LRCP
against his name. In one of these, he
had gone to a village to play in a
charity match, and a massive crowd
had turned out to watch. A huge
cheer rent the sky as he walked to
the wicket and took guard. Then the
unthinkable happened. A village lad
who was bowling shattered his
stumps with the devil of a delivery.
The umpire signalled “out.” A dead-
ly hush fell on the ground. Grace did
not move. He looked at the bowler
and said, “All of these people have
come to see WG Grace bat and not
your monkey tricks. So go back and
start bowling.”
There are stories relating to India as
well. One of these is about Ganesh
Bose who, along with his brother,
Kartik Bose—both my maternal
grand-uncles—constituted the
bedrock of Bengal’s batting from the
late 1920s to late 1940s. A dashing
batsman, he was once out to a rank
bad shot in a critical match. 
One of his maternal uncles, who was
among the spectators, rushed to him
as he returned to the pavilion, and
unleashed a mouthful of colourful
abuses. Ganesh Bose glared at him
for a moment and then said between
his teeth, “I would have buried you
here had you not been my mater-
nal uncle (mama na hole tomake
eikhane punte pheltam in Bengali).
There are many stories about Kartik
Bose too. 

There was a good spinner who
played college and club cricket and
kept long hair, which fell on his eyes
every time he bowled. Watching
him at the Cricket Association of
Bengal’s nets at the Eden Gardens,
which he conducted, Bose had
asked him several times to cut his
hair. As the spinner showed no sign
of complying, he summoned one of
Kolkata’s many roadside barbers
who sat in the Kolkata Maidan, and,
as the nets concluded, had a crew-
cut administered to him.
I had to give up cricket shortly after
21. Those days, cricket offered nei-
ther money nor the kind of career
I wanted. The crunch came when I
saw some of those who played with
me join the railways at subordinate
levels, while my friends at college
joined the Indian Railways Traffic
Service and the Indian Railways
Accounts Service, both central ser-
vices of the Government of India,
as officers.
It was a deeply painful step. My fam-
ily’s link with cricket goes back to
the time of Saradaranjan Ray (1858-
1925), principal Metropolitan
College and elder brother to my
maternal great-grandfather,
Upendrakishore Ray (1863-1915).
A brilliant player himself and
dubbed WG Grace of Bengal, he is
known as the father of Bengal
cricket. His grand nephew, Shivaji
Ray, played for Bengal in the Ranji
Trophy tournament. A person who
was deeply saddened by my decision
was another of my maternal grand-
uncles, Prabhatranjan Ray. Very
fond of me and a great supporter of
my cricket, he watched every match
I played.

(The author is Consulting Editor,
The Pioneer. The views expressed

are personal)

There are people who frown upon
what they view as the obsessive
interest that many Indians have
in cricket and, to a lesser extent,
soccer. One wonders how many

of them are familiar with Rudyard Kipling’s
reference to the “flannelled fools at the wick-
et or the muddied oafs at the goal” in his
poem, The Islander, first published in The
Times, London, on January 4, 1902. One also
wonders whether even those who are famil-
iar are aware that any attempt to cite the
quote in vindication of their position, can
run into a squall.
He wrote the poem in anger, as he felt that
the English cricket team that was on an ashes
tour of Australia in 1901-02, was getting
more attention from the public than the
British soldiers who were dying in the Boer
War in South Africa, which was then limp-
ing towards an end. People paid lip service
to their valour and “Then ye returned to
your trinkets; then ye contented your souls/
With the flannelled fools at the wicket or the
muddied oafs at the goals.”
It is clear from the lines that follow that
Kipling’s rebuke was addressed not primar-
ily at Britishers who played cricket and soc-
cer but his countrymen in general for not
doing enough to cope with the challenges
that were going to confront the British
empire—of which he was an unabashed
apologist. These read, “Given to strong delu-
sion, wholly believing a lie, / Ye saw that the
land lay fenceless, and ye let the months go
by/Waiting some easy wonder, hoping
some saving sign/Idle—openly idle—in
the lee of the forespent Line. / Idle—except
for your boasting—and what is your boast-
ing worth/If ye grudge a year of service to
the lordliest life on earth?”
The reference in the last line was to conscrip-
tion for military service that many in
Britain abhorred. Let us, however, not
digress, especially when it not even caused
by “perfume from a dress”—as TS Eliot puts
it in The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock.
Our original concerns were cricket and soc-

As the climate crisis escalates, the US exit threatens to disrupt climate diplomacy, financial commitments and emission reduction efforts worldwide
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Netanyahu decries release of wrong body as ceasefire violation

PTI n JERUSALEM

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu vowed

revenge Friday for what he
described as a “cruel and mali-
cious violation” of the ceasefire
agreement after a body that
Hamas released as part of the
deal was found to not be that of
an Israeli mother of two young
boys, as the militants had
promised.
The incident has thrown the
future of the fragile ceasefire
into question. Six more living
hostages are scheduled to be
released Saturday as part of the
tenuous ceasefire that has
paused over 15 months of war.
In a statement on Friday,
Hamas said it would “conduct
a thorough review” of the infor-
mation regarding the body,
and suggested a possible mix-
up of remains might have
occurred due to Israeli bomb-
ing of the area where the Israeli
hostages were being held, where
other Palestinians were also
present.
Hamas turned over four bodies
Thursday as part of the cease-
fire. They were supposed to
have been those of Shiri Bibas
and her two young sons, Kfir
and Ariel Bibas, and of Oded
Lifshitz, who was 83 when he
was abducted during the
Hamas attack that started the

war on October 7, 2023.
Israeli authorities said that
while the remains of the two
boys and of Lifshitz were pos-
itively identified, the fourth
body was found to not be that
of Shiri Bibas, but that of an
unidentified woman from
Gaza.
“We will work with determina-
tion to bring Shiri home togeth-
er with all our hostages — both
living and dead — and ensure
that Hamas pays the full price
for this cruel and malicious vio-
lation of the agreement,”
Netanyahu said.
“The sacred memory of Oded
Lifshitz and Ariel and Kfir
Bibas will be forever enshrined
in the heart of the nation. May
God avenge their blood. And so
we will avenge.”
Hamas said it had “no interest
in retaining any bodies”, adding
that it had “demonstrated full
compliance with the agree-
ment in recent days and remain
committed to all its terms”.
“We reject Netanyahu’s threats,
which serve only to manipulate
Israeli public opinion,” Hamas
said, calling on mediators to
ensure the continued imple-
mentation of the ceasefire. The
group also called for the return
of the unidentified remains,
which Israel has said are those
of a Palestinian woman.
The revelation of the body’s

identity was a shocking twist in
the saga surrounding the Bibas
family, who have become glob-
al symbols of the plight of
Israeli hostages held by Hamas.
During the ceasefire, which
began in January, Hamas has
been releasing living hostages in
exchange for hundreds of
Palestinian prisoners being held
in Israeli jails. Thursday’s release
marked the first time the group
has returned the remains of
dead hostages.
The Israeli army said Thursday
that the fourth body released by
Hamas was an “anonymous,
unidentified body”.
It said the Bibas family had been
notified, including Yarden
Bibas, Shiri’s husband and
father of the two boys, who had
been taken captive separately
from his wife and children and
was released early this month as
part of the ceasefire deal.
Hamas has claimed Lifshitz,
Shiri Bibas and her sons were
killed in Israeli airstrikes. But
Israel said the testing had found
the two boys and Lifshitz were
killed by their captors.
US envoy Adam Boehler
described the release of the
wrong body as “horrific” and a
“clear violation” of the ceasefire.
“If I were them, I’d release
everybody or they are going to
face total annihilation,” Boehler,
who serves as the US envoy for

hostages, told CNN.
It was unclear how the incident
might affect the next scheduled
swap of hostages for prisoners,
set for Saturday. Hamas has
said it will also release four
more bodies next week, com-
pleting the first phase of the
ceasefire. It is also unclear
whether the truce will be
extended beyond the end of the
current phase, which expires in
early March.
In another potential blow to the
deal, a series of explosions
struck three parked, empty
buses in central Israel overnight.
There were no injuries and no
claim of responsibility. But the
Israeli military said in response
it was beefing up its forces in the
West Bank, raising the likeli-
hood of further escalation in the
area. Israel has been carrying
out a broad military offensive in
the occupied territory since
the ceasefire took effect.
If the current phase of the
ceasefire goes according to plan
with the release of six hostages
on Saturday and four more
bodies next week, Hamas will
be left with about 60 hostages,
about half — all men —
believed to still be alive.
Hamas has said it won’t release
the remaining captives without
a lasting ceasefire and a full
Israeli withdrawal. Netanyahu,
with the full backing of the

Trump administration, says
he’s committed to destroying
Hamas’ military and governing
capacities and returning all the
hostages, goals widely seen as
mutually exclusive.
Trump’s proposal to remove
about 2 million Palestinians
from Gaza so the US can own

and rebuild it, which has been
welcomed by Netanyahu but
universally rejected by
Palestinians and Arab coun-
tries, has thrown the ceasefire
into further doubt.
Hamas could be reluctant to
free more hostages if it believes
that the war will resume.

Israel’s military offensive killed
more than 48,000 Palestinians,
mostly women and children,
according to Gaza’s Health
Ministry, which doesn’t distin-
guish between civilians and
combatants. Israel says it has
killed more than 17,000 fight-
ers, without providing evi-

dence.
The offensive destroyed vast
areas of Gaza, reducing entire
neighbourhoods to rubble. At
its height, the war displaced 90
per cent of Gaza’s population.
Many have returned to their
homes to find nothing left and
no way of rebuilding.

HAMAS PLEDGES TO INVESTIGATE

People gather during a vigil in Tel Aviv, Israel, hours after Hamas militants turned over four bodies to Israel, three of which have been identified by Israel as hostages Ariel
and Kfir Bibas, and Oded Lifshitz, while the fourth, they said, is that of an unknown person.  AP/PTI

A kickback scheme, says Trump as he
targets Biden for funding ‘voter turnout’
PTI n NEW YORK

US President Donald Trump
has claimed that the USD

21 million funding to India for
‘voter turnout’ was a “kickback”
scheme, as he continued to
attack the previous Biden
administration over the now
cancelled financial aid.
Trump made these remarks
while speaking at the
Republican Governors
Association meeting in
Washington DC on Thursday.
“USD 21 million for voter
turnout in India. Why are we
caring about India’s turnout?
We have got enough prob-
lems. We want our own
turnout,” said Trump.
“I would say in many cases,
many of these cases, anytime
you have no idea what we’re
talking about, that means
there’s a kickback because
nobody has any idea what’s
going on there,” he said.
This is the third time within a
week that Trump has ques-
tioned the funding. 
Earlier addressing the FII PRI-
ORITY Summit in Miami on
Thursday, he had raised simi-
lar concerns over funding to
India and suggested that they
were trying to “get somebody
else elected”.  

On Wednesday, he questioned
the purpose of providing USD
21 million to India for “voter
turnout” as he reiterated that
the US  “can hardly get in there”
because of high Indian tariffs.
His remarks came days after
the Department of
Government Efficiency
(DOGE) led by Elon Musk dis-
closed that USAID contributed
USD 21 million to the Election
Commission to boost voter
turnout in India.
On February 16, DOGE listed
items on which the “US taxpay-
er dollars were going to be
spent” and the list included
“USD 21M for voter turnout in
India.”
DOGE noted that all of the
items have been cancelled.

The list also included USD 29
million for “strengthening
political landscape in
Bangladesh”, USD 20 million
for “fiscal federalism” and USD
19 million for “biodiversity
conservation” in Nepal as well
as USD 47 million for “improv-
ing learning outcomes in Asia”.
Trump during the speech at the
Republican Governors
Association meeting also ques-
tioned USD 29 million to
strengthen the political land-
scape in Bangladesh.
“Nobody knows what they
mean by the political land-
scape. What does that mean?”
he asked.
“USD 20 million for fiscal fed-
eralism and USD 19 million for
biodiversity in Nepal, USD 47

million for improving learning
outcomes in Asia. What the hell
do I care about? We got a lot.
We got enough problems and
all of this is terminated. We ter-
minated this stuff and we’re on
the track. And by the way, there
were so many others I could
have I could read all night long,
but so many were so terrible,
and were actually disgusting.
And I know you’re eating your
dinner, so I didn’t want to do
that but we’re draining the
swamp,” Trump said. 
The DOGE has been put in
charge of overseeing work-
force reduction across the gov-
ernment, and as part of that,
Musk announced that he
would shut down USAID,
which is responsible for
humanitarian efforts around
the globe.
According to USAID officials
on February 7, all USAID
humanitarian work worldwide
was stopped, ABC News
reported.
The agency’s website was shut
down before Musk’s
announcement. Later,  a
Trump-nominated judge
announced a temporary
restraining order that pre-
vents the president and DOGE
from placing 2,200 employees
on administrative leave.

Ukrainians rally around Zelenskyy
PTI n KYIV

Days before the third anniver-
sary of Russia’s full-scale

invasion, Ukrainians are as som-
bre and tense as they were right
before Moscow launched the
war. Only now, they aren’t just
worried about their longtime
enemy.
Ukraine’s stunning new threat
comes from its once staunchest
ally, the United States, whose sup-
port appears to be fading as
President Donald Trump echoes
the narrative of Russian President
Vladimir Putin while pledging to
stop the fighting between the two
countries.
After their initial shock at
Trump’s false claims this week
that Ukraine is led by a “dictator”
who started the war with Russia,
the Ukrainian people are rallying
around a defiant President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who pub-
licly criticized Trump for promot-
ing Russian “disinformation.”
“Yes, he’s not a perfect president,
but he’s not a dictator,” said
Kateryna Karaush, a 25-year-old
tech worker from Kyiv who like
many Ukrainians — and even
some Republicans in Congress —
is struggling to wrap her head
around Trump’s embrace of
Russia, which represents a major
about-face in US foreign policy.
“It feels like the whole world is
against us,” Karaush said.
Against long odds, Ukrainians –
with massive military support
from the US – have prevented

Russia from overtaking their
country, even if roughly one
fifth of it is now under Russia
control.
But after three years of war,
both civilians and soldiers are
exhausted. Hundreds of thou-
sands have been killed or wound-
ed, tens of thousands are missing,
and millions have fled the coun-
try. The mood only became
gloomier in recent days as Trump
signaled his desire to rapidly
bring the fighting to a close on
terms that Zelenskyy and many
in the West say are too favorable
to Russia. After Trump called
Zelenskyy a “dictator” – for legal-
ly postponing an election last year
— and as reports emerged of US
and Russian officials meeting in
Saudi Arabia to discuss a possi-
ble ceasefire without input from
Ukraine, even some of
Zelenskyy’s harshest domestic
critics have begun defending
him.
“We may have different opinions

about Zelenskyy, but only
Ukrainian citizens have the right
to judge his support,” said
Yaroslav Zhelezniak, a lawmak-
er from the opposition party
Holos. “And to publicly criticize
him too, because, in the end, he
is our elected leader.”
Trump’s harsh words for
Zelenskyy have drawn criticism
from Democrats and even some
Republicans in the US Congress,
where defending Ukraine from
Russia — with tens of billions of
dollars in military aid — has had
bipartisan support. But Vice
President JD Vance admonished
Zelenskyy for publicly warning
Trump about falling for Russian
disinformation.
On Thursday, the deepening
tensions led to the cancelation of
a news conference that had been
planned to follow talks between
Zelenskyy and Trump’s Ukraine
envoy over how to end the war.
A poll released Wednesday by the
Kyiv International Institute of

Sociology put public trust in
Zelenskyy at 57%. The survey
was conducted Feb 4 to Feb 9
among 1,000 people living across
Ukraine in regions and territories
controlled by the Ukrainian gov-
ernment.
“We have a president whom we
support. During war, we are
united,” said Larysa, a 52-year-old
resident from the northeastern
city of Kharkiv, who refused to
give her last name due to secu-
rity concerns.
The political rift with the US
comes as Ukrainian forces, out-
numbered and outgunned,
increasingly struggle to hold
back Russia’s slow but steady
advances.
Speaking from the front lines,
some Ukrainian soldiers said
they were not panicking yet, and
not ready to give up the fight.
“Even if we don’t get enough
weapons or if funding is cut, that
doesn’t change our duty to
(fight),” said a Ukrainian officer
who spoke on condition of
anonymity in line with military
rules. “No shells? We’ll take up
rifles. No rifles? We’ll grab shov-
els.”
On Wednesday, Trump echoed
one of Putin’s frequent talking
points, claiming Zelenskyy,
whose term expired last year,
must hold elections. But the
idea has little traction within
Ukraine — even among opposi-
tion politicians, who recognize
Zelenskyy’s right to postpone
elections during wartime.

Macron’s message to
Trump: ‘You can’t be 
weak in face of Putin’
PTI n PARIS

French President Emmanuel Macron said he
intends to tell Donald Trump that it’s in the

joint interest of Americans and Europeans not
to “be weak” in the face of Russia’s Vladimir
Putin amid US-led negotiations to end the
almost three-year war in Ukraine.
Macron is to travel to Washington to meet with
Trump on Monday, the White House said.
In a one-hour question and answer session on
his social media Thursday, Macron said he’ll tell
Trump: “You can’t be weak in the face of
President Putin. It’s not you, it’s not your trade-
mark, it’s not in your interest. How can you then
be credible in the face of China if you’re weak
in the face of Putin?”
Trump’s recent statements that echo Putin’s nar-
rative and plans to have direct negotiations with
Moscow have left European allies and Ukrainian
officials worried. But Macron suggested Trump’s
strategy to create “uncertainty” in talks with
Russia could actually make Western allies
stronger in these talks.
Putin “doesn’t know what he (Trump) is going
to do, he thinks (Trump) is capable of anything,”
Macron said. “This uncertainty is good for us
and for Ukraine.” Macron added he would seek
to persuade Trump that US interests and
Europeans’ interests are the same, telling him:
“If you let Russia take over Ukraine, it would be
unstoppable.” That means any peace deal must
be negotiated with Ukrainians and Europeans
around the table, Macron reaffirmed.
“We want peace, but we don’t want a ceasefire
that means Ukraine surrendering, because that’s
dangerous. And we know that would lead to
Russia going further. We’ve already experienced
it,” he said.
Macron also appeared ready to answer Trump’s
call to boost defence spending. “Us, Europeans,
we must increase our war effort,” he said.

Trump admin flouting order to temporarily
lift freeze on foreign aid, judge says
PTI n WASHINGTON

The Trump administration has kept
withholding foreign aid despite a

court order and must at least temporar-
ily restore the funding to programmes
worldwide, a federal judge has said.
Judge Amir H. Ali on Thursday
declined a request by nonprofit groups
doing business with the US Agency for
International Development to find
Trump administration officials in con-
tempt of his order, however.
The Washington, D.C., district court
judge said administration officials had
used his February 13 order to tem-
porarily lift the freeze on foreign aid to
instead “come up with a new, post-hoc
rationalisation for the en masse suspen-
sion” of funding.
Despite the judge’s order to the con-

trary, USAID Deputy Secretary Pete
Marocco, a Trump appointee, and
other top officials had “continued
their blanket suspension of funds”, Ali
said.
The ruling comes in a lawsuit by the
nonprofit groups challenging the
Trump administration’s month-old
cutoff of foreign assistance through
USAID and the State Department,
which shut down USD 60 billion in
annual aid and development pro-
grammes overseas almost overnight.
Even after Ali’s order, USAID staffers
and contractors say the State
Department and USAID still have not
restored payments even on hundreds
of millions of dollars already owed by
the government.
Marocco and other administration offi-
cials defended the nonpayment in writ-

ten arguments to the judge this week.
They contended that they could law-
fully stop or terminate payments
under thousands of contracts without
violating the judge’s order.
The Trump administration says it is
now doing a programme-by-pro-
gramme review of all State
Department and USAID foreign
assistance programmes to see which
ones meet the Trump administra-
tion’s agenda.
Aid organisations, and current and for-
mer USAID staffers in interviews and
court affidavits, say the funding freeze
and deep Trump administration purges
of USAID staffers have brought US for-
eign assistance globally to a halt,
forced thousands of layoffs and is dri-
ving government partners to financial
collapse.

Xi passes orders to transform China’s 
military into world-class armed force
PTI n BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jinping issued fresh
orders on Friday revising rules to transform

the country’s military into world-class armed
forces, focusing on combat readiness and war
preparation amid growing rivalry with the US
and tensions over Taiwan and neighbours.
Xi, 71, who heads the military besides the pow-
erful ruling Communist Party of China (CPC)
and the Presidency, signed orders to publish
three regulations on the military’s interior
order, code of conduct and military formation,
state-run Xinhua news agency reported.
The revisions to the regulations prioritise com-
bat readiness as the foremost duty, with a fun-
damental orientation of preparing for and
engaging in warfare.
Fully applying the strategy of running the armed
forces by law, the revised rules aim to promote
a more standardised order in war preparation,

training, operations and daily life, the report said.
The revision to the military code of conduct
refines the rules to award the excellent, punish
violators and streamline relevant procedures, it
said. The revised rules, which will take effect
April 1, are designed to fully transform the coun-
try’s military into world-class armed forces.
The regulations on the military’s interior order
were revised to improve the management of mil-
itary personnel in matters such as soldiers’
appearance and conduct, leave-taking and mil-
itary training.
The revised regulations on military formation
were added with detailed codes of practice con-
cerning military parades on the land, in the sea,
at the dock and in the air. These rules were pro-
mulgated as China gears up for increased fric-
tions with the US after the return of President
Donald Trump, who vowed to follow a firm pol-
icy to contain Beijing’s rise with tariffs as well
as strengthened American armed forces.

Canada designates 7 Latin American criminal groups as terrorist entities
PTI n OTTAWA

Canada is designating seven
Latin American criminal

organisations as terrorist entities
under the country’s Criminal
Code, giving Canadian law
enforcement another tool in the
fight against fentanyl trafficking,
Public Safety Minister David
McGuinty has said.
The list includes Mexico’s Sinaloa
Cartel, Jalisco New Generation
Cartel and La Nueva Familia
Michoacana, and was announced
a day after the US government
formally designated eight Latin
American organized crime groups

as “foreign terrorist organisa-
tions”.
“The measures will help keep fen-
tanyl off Canadian streets and
from entering the United States,”
McGuinty told a news conference.
The announcement was Canada’s
latest response to US President
Donald Trump ‘s claim that the
flow of fentanyl and illegal immi-
gration into the US were behind
his threats of imposing a 25 per
cent tariff on all Canadian goods
– with the exception of 10 per cent
on energy.
Trump has paused the implemen-
tation of those tariffs until at least

March 4.
US border patrol statistics show
that less than 1 per cent of all fen-
tanyl seized is found at the north-
ern border. But Canadian officials
have expressed a willingness to do
more to combat the deadly syn-
thetic opioid.
The other organisations designat-
ed as terrorist groups are Cartel
del Golfo and Carteles Unidos,
also from Mexico; Tren de
Aragua, in Venezuela, and the
Mara Salvatrucha, or MS-13,
which started in California but
became a dominant criminal force
in El Salvador.

The designation effectively freezes
a group’s assets and property.
“Banks and brokerages will freeze
these entities’ assets, which can
then be the subject of seizure,
restraint or forfeiture,” said
McGuinty.
It is also an offence to knowing-
ly participate in, or contribute to,
any activity of a listed terrorist
group.
The listing process begins with
intelligence reports that indicate
whether an organisation has
knowingly carried out, attempt-
ed to carry out, participated in
or facilitated a terrorist activi-

ty.
McGuinty said listing a group as
a terrorist entity follows a rigor-
ous process that “must meet a
legal threshold”.
If the public safety minister
believes that threshold has been
met, the minister may recom-
mend to the federal cabinet that
the organization be added to the
list.
RCMP Commissioner Mike
Duheme said the RCMP has
intelligence indicating that crime
cartels operate in Canada.
“There’s also strong intelligence
that Canadians have actually

moved to Mexico and South
America to facilitate the transport
of certain commodities into
Canada,” Duheme said.
Canada recently appointed Kevin
Brosseau, a former member of the
RCMP and a former national
security and intelligence adviser,
as its fentanyl czar to help stop
drugs entering the US.
The Canadian government has
also announced it is spending 1.3
billion Canadian dollars (USD
910 million) on increased border
security, including new heli-
copters, technology and per-
sonnel.
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UK foreign secretary questions
Russia’s ‘appetite’ for peace 
PTI n JOHANNESBURG

UK Foreign Secretary David
Lammy said he saw no

appetite for peace from Russia
in Ukraine after listening to a
speech by Russia’s top diplomat
at a tense Group of 20 meeting
in South Africa.
Lammy was speaking to
reporters on Thursday after
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov addressed other
senior diplomats in a closed-
door session at the G20 foreign
ministers meeting in
Johannesburg.
“I have to say when I listened
to what the Russians and what
Lavrov have just said in the
chamber this afternoon, I don’t
see an appetite to really get to
that peace,” Lammy said. 
Lammy said Lavrov left his seat
in the meeting room when it
was Lammy’s turn to speak. No
details of Lavrov’s speech were
released.
The two-day G20 gathering on
Thursday and Friday comes
days after landmark bilateral
talks between the United States

and Russia over ending the war
in Ukraine. Those talks side-
lined Washington’s European
allies and Ukraine, who weren’t
involved.
US President Donald Trump
has further upended the West’s
position by criticising
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
falsely blaming Ukraine for
the full-scale invasion by
Russia. The war’s third anniver-
sary is next week.
“At the moment, we’ve had talks
effectively about talks,” Lammy
said. “We’ve not got anywhere
near a negotiated settlement.”
In his own speech, which was
released by the UK Foreign
Office, Lammy criticised Russia
for what he called “Tsarist
imperialism”.
“You know, mature countries
learn from their colonial fail-
ures and their wars, and
Europeans have had much to
learn over the generations and
the centuries,” Lammy said,
according to the transcript
from the UK Foreign Office.
“But I’m afraid to say that

Russia has learned nothing.”
“I was hoping to hear some
sympathy for the innocent vic-
tims of the aggression. I was
hoping to hear some readiness
to seek a durable peace. What
I heard was the logic of impe-
rialism dressed up as a realpoli-
tik, and I say to you all, we
should not be surprised, but
neither should we be fooled.”
Lammy referred to Lavrov’s
speech as “the Russian gentle-
man’s tired fabrications”.
Tensions at the meeting were
underlined when a photo
opportunity for the foreign
ministers to pose together for
pictures was cancelled with no
reason given.
The United Kingdom, France,
Germany and the European
Union have all pledged contin-
ued support for Ukraine and
were expected to reinforce that
position at the G20 meeting.
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, who led those talks
with Lavrov in Saudi Arabia
this week, was a high-profile
absentee from the meeting.
Rubio boycotted amid US ten-

sions with host South Africa
over some of its policies, which
the Trump administration has
labelled anti-American. The
US was represented by Dana
Brown, its acting ambassador
to South Africa.
The G20 is made up of 19 of
the world’s major economies,
the European Union and the
African Union. Others attend-
ing the meeting in South Africa
included EU foreign policy
chief Kaja Kallas, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and
French Foreign Minister Jean-
Noël Barrot, who repeated
France’s condemnation of
Russia in an op-ed published by
several media outlets.
The Russian Foreign Ministry
did release details of a bilater-
al meeting Lavrov held with
China’s Wang. Afterwards,
Lavrov said Russia’s relations
with China “have become and
remain an increasingly signif-
icant factor in stabilising the
international situation and pre-
venting it from sliding into total
confrontation,” according to a
statement from the ministry.

... challenges Lavrov at tense G20 meet

Brazil’s top court justice orders X to pay 
USD 1.4 million fine for non-compliance

PTI n NEW YORK

New FBI director Kash Patel
has vowed to “rebuild” trust

in the bureau as he becomes the
first Indian-American to lead the
country’s premier law enforce-
ment agency after being con-
firmed by the US Senate.
The Republican-led Senate nar-
rowly voted to confirm 44-year-
old Patel on Thursday. The
Senate voted 51 to 49 to confirm
Patel. Two Republicans, Susan
Collins and Lisa Murkowski,
voted against his confirmation.
The nomination faced intense
scrutiny from Democrats on
Capitol Hill who have warned
that Patel is poised to use the
position to seek retribution
against Donald Trump’s per-
ceived political enemies.
In his confirmation hearings,
Patel also denied keeping a list of
“deep state” enemies, while play-
ing down controversial past
remarks he had made such as
referring to law enforcement
officials who investigated Trump
as “criminal gangsters”.
After his confirmation, Patel
posted on X,” I am honoured to
be confirmed as the ninth
Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Thank you to
President Trump and Attorney
General Bondi for your unwa-
vering confidence and support.”
“The FBI has a storied legacy—
from the “G-Men” to safeguard-
ing our nation in the wake of
9/11. The American people
deserve an FBI that is transpar-
ent, accountable, and committed
to justice. The politicisation of
our justice system has eroded
public trust—but that ends today.
My mission as Director is clear:
let good cops be cops—and
rebuild trust in the FBI,” he said.
He also warned that the agency
would hunt down those who
seek to harm Americans.
He was the 18th Cabinet official
approved by lawmakers since
Trump was inaugurated a month
ago.
Patel takes the helm of an FBI in
flux after the justice depart-

ment forced out some of its top
officials and demanded the
names of agents who investigat-
ed the 2021 riot by Trump sup-
porters at the US Capitol.
Patel replaces Christopher Wray
whom Trump picked in 2017.
Wray resigned before inaugura-
tion day last month after the
incoming Republican president
indicated he would fire him.
The role of FBI director is sup-
posed to be a 10-year term.
Republicans have defended
Trump’s pick to lead the FBI,
arguing that Patel will bring
needed transparency to the FBI
and dismissing controversial
past statements as hyperbole.
After announcing Patel as his
FBI pick, Trump posted on
social media calling him “an
advocate for truth, account-
ability, and the constitution”.
“Kash is a brilliant lawyer, inves-
tigator, and ‘America First’ fight-
er who has spent his career
exposing corruption, defending
justice, and protecting the
American people,” Trump said.
Meanwhile, Democrats say Patel
is a far-right conspiracy theorist
with little experience in law
enforcement, and someone who
would put fealty to Trump
above his oath to lead a depart-
ment that is meant to operate
independently. “(Patel’s) poor
judgment and lack of experience
make him wholly unqualified to
keep Americans safe as our
FBI Director. I voted no,”
Senator Martin Heinrich said on
X.
“We will vote no,” Sen. Adam
Schiff (D-California) said at

Kash Patel confirmed as Trump’s FBI director

PTI n SAO PAULO

Brazil’s Supreme Court
Justice Alexandre de

Moraes ordered X to pay 8.1
million Brazilian reais (USD 1.4
million) in fines for failing to
comply with judicial orders,
according to a judicial ruling.
The ruling,  s igned on
Wednesday and made public
by the court on Thursday, said
the social media platform
refused to provide registration
data for a profile attributed to
Allan dos Santos, an ally of
former president Jair
Bolsonaro accused of spread-
ing falsehoods.
In July 2024, De Moraes
ordered both X and Meta to
block and ban the account
and provide the data. X said
it had blocked the account but
could not deliver the request-
ed information, arguing that
its operators didn’t collect it
and that the user had “no
technical connection point
with Brazil”.
De Moraes rejected the argu-
ment and, in early August,
imposed a daily f ine of
100,000 Brazilian reais (USD
17,500) if the social media
platform failed to provide the
data. By October, the total
fine for noncompliance had
reached 8.1 million Brazilian
reais. X appealed but later
notified the court that it
would pay the f ine.  In
Wednesday’s ruling, the jus-
tice ordered the company to
pay the full amount immedi-
ately. It is unclear from the
decision reviewed by The
Associated Press whether X
provided the requested regis-
tration data. The company
didn’t immediately reply to
AP’s request for comment.
Last year, De Moraes ordered
X’s nationwide shutdown after
the company said it was remov-
ing all remaining Brazil staff in
the country, saying de Moraes

had threatened its legal repre-
sentative in the country with
arrest. The country’s law
requires foreign companies to
have a local legal representative
to receive notifications of court
decisions and swiftly take any
requisite action — particular-
ly, in X’s case, the takedown of
accounts.
The social media was reinstat-
ed a month later, after com-
plying with orders to block

certain accounts from the
platform, name an official
legal representative and pay
fines imposed for not comply-
ing with earlier court orders.
Elon Musk, the social media
owner, and De Moraes, a foe
of former president Jair
Bolsonaro,  sparred for

months over free speech, far-
right accounts and misinfor-
mation. Musk called the judge
an enemy of free speech and
a criminal. But De Moraes’
decisions have been repeated-
ly upheld by his peers —
including his nationwide
block of X.

Securitymen kill
6 militants in
NW Pakistan 
PTI n PESHAWAR

Security forces in Pakistan
acting on intelligence raid-

ed a militant hideout in a for-
mer stronghold of the Pakistani
Taliban in the country’s north-
west on Friday, triggering an
intense shootout in which six
militants were killed, the mil-
itary said. The raid was carried
out in Karak, a district in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
bordering Afghanistan, the
military said in a statement. An
operation was underway to
eliminate any other militants
found there.
The military provided no fur-
ther details about the killed
militants, but such operations
are often conducted against the
Pakistani Taliban, which are
also known as Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan, or TTP.
The TTP is an ally of the
Taliban in Afghanistan and
has stepped up its assaults in
Pakistan since the Afghan
Taliban seized power in
Afghanistan in 2021.

the morning news conference.
“Our Republican colleagues,
intimidated by this president
and threats of primary chal-
lenges from the MAGA (Make
America Great Again) world,
may vote to confirm him. But...
they will have to live with that
vote.” In his new position, Patel
will lead a mammoth organisa-
tion with more than 30,000
employees, hundreds of offices
nationwide and a sprawling
mandate to investigate cases
involving national security, ter-
rorism and violent crimes.
Since long before his nomina-
tion, Patel has called for pro-
found changes within the FBI.
His 2023 book described the
bureau as “a tool of surveillance
and suppression of American
citizens” and said its powers

should be dramatically curtailed.
Trump announced his plans to
make Patel the FBI director in
November. Patel’s supporters
include a group of former agents
who have previously been
accused of misconduct and were
suspended, the New York Times
reported.
These former agents, who deny
wrongdoing, have accepted
financial help from Patel’s non-
profit foundation in some cases
and say they have been in touch
with him since he was nominat-
ed, the report added.
New York-born Patel has his
roots in Gujarat. However, his
parents are from East Africa - his
mother is from Tanzania and his
father is from Uganda. They
came to the US from Canada in
1970.



PTI n KOCHI

The proposed bilateral trade
pact between India and the

US will be the “mother of all
deals” that will provide huge
opportunities for Indians and
Americans to work together,
Union Minister Piyush Goyal
said on Friday.
Addressing the Invest Kerala
Global Summit (IKGS) here,
the commerce and industry
minister said he has come here
to express the central
government’s solidarity and
full support to the event.
His comments also came
against the backdrop of
differences between the BJP-
led Centre and the Kerala
government, which is headed
by the Left Democratic Front
(LDF), on various issues.
The minister mentioned about
India’s Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) with the
UAE and said it was the
world’s fastest ever negotiated
free trade agreement.
“We hope to start the process
soon for CEPA with Bahrain,”
he said in the presence of
ministers from Bahrain and
the UAE.
According to Goyal, India is
already in dialogues with the
European Union, the UK and

Oman for the trade deals.
“We will soon start discussing
with the Trump
administration of the US a
strong, powerful economic
engagement and a bilateral
trade deal which will be the
mother of all deals providing
huge opportunities for Indians
and Americans to work
together and complement
each other’s strengths in this
very turbulent world,” the
minister said.
Highlighting the growth
opportunities in Kerala and
the country, Goyal told
investors not to miss the bus
and with respect to the state,
not to miss the boat.

“Those who miss the boat may
be left at the shore while others
will sail with tailwinds of
growth, progress and
prosperity that India offers,”
the minister said.
Around 3,000 participants are
expected at the two-day
summit. Goyal said it is always
a pleasure to visit God’s Own
Country and in every visit, you
will feel like never going back.
“I will go back, so you don’t
have to worry. The lotus has
not yet bloomed in Kerala but
very soon. That was on a
lighter note, do not take it that
this is a political platform,”
Goyal, also a senior BJP leader,
said.
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NEED FOR CURRICULUM RELEVANCE IN TODAY’S
JOB MARKET: PROF KARAMJEET SINGH

AMRITSAR: Vice Chancellor of Guru
Nanak Dev University, Prof Karamjeet
Singh, underscored the pivotal role of
higher education in enhancing
employment opportunities during an
interactive session with renowned
economist Professor Arun Kumar, a
former professor of economics at
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Addressing the gathering,
Prof Singh emphasised the necessity for students to engage with
emerging technologies to better prepare for the evolving job
market. He articulated that the university is proactively modifying
its curriculum to align with contemporary needs, aimed at
maximising student benefits.

MORE SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT REQUIRED FOR
FUTURE GENERATIONS

AMRITSAR: Prof (Dr) Karamjeet Singh,
Vice Chancellor, Guru Nanak Dev
University emphasized the importance
of international collaborations in
tackling climate-related issues while
inaugurating the five days’ workshop
on “Climate Change, Atmospheric
Pollution, and Environmental Degradation”,in collaboration with the
Department of Geoinformatics -Z_GIS, University of Salzburg,
Austria, at Department of Education. A large number of
environmentalists were present on this occasion.

INBRIEF
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the upcoming
International Women’s

Day next month, the Adani
Foundation hosted the first
national-level roundtable
consultation on February 19,
2025, in New Delhi. 
The event brought together
key stakeholders to discuss
strategies and chalk out
pathways to accelerate
women’s empowerment across
India. 
The national-level event also
saw the unveiling of the
Foundation’s ‘Butterfly Effect’
framework - a transformative
approach tailored to address
the evolving needs of women
throughout their lives.
This roundtable served as an
important platform to engage
stakeholders and derive
strategic insights on pathways
to enhance the outreach and
impact of women-centric
interventions. It also aimed at
identifying newer
collaborations to scale up the
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c

empowerment of women
across all age groups pan India.
The Adani Foundation has
been dedicated to empowering
women for nearly three
decades since 1996,
implementing a series of
targeted interventions
designed to meet the unique
needs of women at all life
stages. From infancy and early
childhood to adolescence,
young adulthood, middle age,
and old age, the Foundation
strives to ensure continuous
support for women, ensuring
that women receive the
necessary guidance and
opportunities to enhance their
socio-economic well-being.
Its commitment to women’s
empowerment is holistic and
across dimensions. The focus
is on causing inter-
generational improvement of
outcomes, benefiting women
in all stages of life from infancy
to old age. Instead of charitable
distributions, it focuses on
education, nutrition and health
security, skill building, and
sustained outcomes through
program designs that unlock

self-reliance, agency and
autonomy. With a sharp focus
on enabling economic activity,
the Foundation is catalysing
transformation for women
through health, education,
sustainable livelihoods, and
infrastructure initiatives that
empower them to make
meaningful choices for
themselves and their families.
The ‘Butterfly Effect’
framework embodies this
holistic approach by
positioning women at the

center of all interventions.
The framework has been
designed to support women
across different stages,
promoting their growth, self-
reliance, and overall well-
being.
During the event, the Adani
Foundation also released its
‘Supporting Her Exponential
Empowerment (S.H.E.)’
Report, a carefully curated
document that highlights the
Foundation’s ongoing efforts to
empower women through

every stage of their lives. The
report offers a detailed look
into the Foundation’s
approach, with a focus on the
holistic nature of its
interventions and how they are
working to empower women
throughout the country.
On the occasion, Dr. Abhishek
Lakhtakia, Chief Executive
Officer of the Adani
Foundation, reaffirmed the
Foundation’s resolve to
empowering women, saying,
“Our interventions are
designed to ensure equitable
access to opportunities,
promoting growth, well-being,
and empowerment at each
phase of a woman’s journey.
This inaugural roundtable
discussion will surely be a
steppingstone to further the
cause of women
empowerment and help
expedite outcomes.” He
emphasised the importance of
all stakeholders coming
together and generating the
ideal scale for interventions at
each life stage.
Through this transformative
approach, the Foundation

continues to enable ‘Inclusive’,
‘Sustainable’ and
‘Transformative’ change in the
lives of women it touches. So
far, the Foundation has
positively transformed the lives
of over 2 million girls and
women through its dedicated
efforts.
Since 1996, the Adani
Foundation, social welfare and
development arm of the Adani
Group, has remained agile and
deeply committed to making
strategic social investments for
sustainable outcomes across
India. It is empowering and
enriching the lives of children,
women, youth, and
marginalised communities in
the core areas of education,
health and nutrition,
sustainable livelihoods, climate
action, and community
development. The strategies of
the Foundation are integrated
in national priorities and
global Sustainable
Development Goals. The
Adani Foundation is currently
operating in 6,769 villages
across 19 states, positively
impacting 9.1 million lives.

Adani Foundation unveils ‘Butterfly Effect’ framework for women empowerment
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Snapping the three-week
rising streak, India’s forex

reserves dropped by $2.54
Billion to $635.721 Billion in
the week ended February 14,
the RBI said on Friday.
In the previous reporting
week, the reserves had
increased by $7.654 Billion to
$638.261 Billion.
The forex reserves had
increased to an all-time high
of $704.885 Billion in
September 2024. The forex
kitty however declined
thereafter due to forex
market interventions by RBI
to reduce volatility in the
rupee.
For the week ended February
14, foreign currency assets, a
major component of the
reserves, decreased by $4.515
Billion to $539.591 Billion,
the data released on Friday
showed.
Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets
include the effect of
appreciation or depreciation
of non-US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in the
foreign exchange reserves.
Gold reserves, however,
increased by $1.942 Billion to
$74.15 Billion during the
week, the RBI said. 
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Falling for the fourth straight
day, benchmark Sensex

declined by nearly 425 points
on Friday due to selling in
auto, pharma and banking
shares and relentless foreign
fund outflows.
The 30-share BSE benchmark
Sensex dropped 424.90 points
or 0.56 per cent to settle at
75,311.06. During the day, it
tanked 623.55 points or 0.82
per cent to 75,112.41.
The NSE Nifty declined 117.25
points or 0.51 per cent to
22,795.90.
In four trading days, the BSE
barometer tumbled 685.8
points or 0.90 per cent while
the Nifty declined 163.6 points
or 0.71 per cent.
From the Sensex pack,
Mahindra and Mahindra
tanked over 6 per cent.
Adani Ports, Tata Motors, Sun
Pharma, Power Grid, Zomato,
ICICI Bank, State Bank of
India and UltraTech Cement
were also among the laggards.
Tata Steel, Larsen and Toubro,
HCL Tech, Asian Paints,
HDFC Bank and NTPC were
among the gainers.
“A combination of negative
factors such as relentless FII
selling, falling rupee, expensive
valuations and the US threat of
reciprocating tariff levies
continue to drive investors
away from Indian equities.
“In fact, local benchmarks
under-performed both Asian
and European indices, which
logged significant gains.
Barring metals, the slump in
domestic markets was led by
weakness in banking, IT,
telecom, auto, realty and oil
and gas shares,” Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.
Foreign Institutional Investors

(FIIs) offloaded equities worth
`3,311.55 Crore on Thursday,
according to exchange data.
The BSE midcap gauge
declined 1.18 per cent and
smallcap index dipped 0.43 per
cent.
Among BSE sectoral indices,
auto dropped 2.60 per cent,
consumer discretionary (1.49
per cent), oil and gas (1.42 per
cent), realty (1.33 per cent),
telecommunication (1.19 per
cent) and consumer durables
(0.87 per cent).
Metal emerged as the only
gainer and jumped 1.23 per
cent.
As many as 2,246 stocks
declined, while 1,701 advanced
and 113 remained unchanged
on the BSE.
On the weekly front, the BSE
benchmark declined 628.15
points or 0.82 per cent and the
Nifty went lower by 133.35
points or 0.58 per cent.
The domestic market
continued to exhibit broad-
based weakness, primarily
influenced by investor
concerns over the hawkish
tone of the FOMC minutes,
which signalled prolonged
higher interest rates that could
constrain liquidity in emerging
markets, Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services, said.
“Although the market has
undergone a healthy
correction, the uncertainties
surrounding the gradual
recovery of corporate earnings
and ongoing tariff-related risks
continue to cast doubt on
valuation levels, particularly in
the broader market. India is
currently lagging behind its
Asian peers, as FII outflows
remain high, with the “sell
India, buy China” strategy
continuing to yield returns for
the time being,” he added.
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The rupee pared initial gains and
settled 7 paise lower at 86.71

(provisional) against the US dollar on
Friday, weighed down by sustained
foreign fund outflows and a recovery in
the American currency index.
Forex traders said the Indian rupee
declined on Friday on weak domestic
markets and a recovery in the US dollar
index. However, weak crude oil prices
cushioned the downside.
At the interbank foreign exchange, the
rupee opened on a positive note at
86.50 against the greenback. During the
session it pared the gains and fell to an
intra-day low of 86.77 before ending
the session at 86.71 (provisional)
against the dollar, logging a loss of 7
paise from its previous close.
On Thursday, the rupee appreciated 34
paise to close at 86.64 against the US
dollar.
Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength against
a basket of six currencies, was trading
0.22 per cent higher at 106.61.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark,
fell 0.42 per cent to $76.16 per barrel in
futures trade.
“We expect the rupee to trade with
negative bias on the back of weak
domestic markets and selling pressure
by FIIs. A bounce back in the US dollar
pressurised the rupee further.
“However, any fresh intervention by the
RBI and weak tone in crude oil prices

may support the rupee at lower levels,”
said Anuj Choudhary – Research
Analyst at Mirae Asset Sharekhan.
Choudhary further noted that the $-
INR spot price is expected to trade in a
range of 86.50 to 87.
In the domestic equity market, the 30-
share BSE Sensex declined 424.90
points, or 0.56 per cent, to settle at
75,311.06, while the Nifty fell 117.25
points, or 0.51 per cent, to 22,795.90
points.
Foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
offloaded equities worth `3,311.55
Crore on net basis on Thursday,
according to exchange data.
Meanwhile, Moody’s Analytics on
Thursday said India’s growth will slow
to 6.4 per cent in 2025, from 6.6 per
cent in 2024, as new US tariffs and
softening global demand weigh on
exports. In its report titled ‘Asia-Pacific
Outlook: Chaos Ahead’, Moody’s
Analytics said growth across the Asia-
Pacific economy will slow in 2025 as
trade tensions, policy shifts, and
uneven recoveries knock the region’s
fortunes. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

The government on Friday
said that it has changed the

classification of barytes,
felspar, mica and quartz into
the category of major
minerals. 
This move would pave the way
for an increased exploration
and scientific mining of such
resources that are primary
source of many critical
minerals.
Earlier, these were classified as
minor minerals.
“The Ministry of Mines vide
gazette notification dated 20th
February, 2025 has shifted
minerals Barytes, Felspar,
Mica and Quartz from the list

of minor minerals to the
category of major minerals,”
an official statement said.
The development came on the
heels of the government’s
National Critical Mineral
Mission which seeks
exploration and mining of
critical minerals within the
country including recovery of
these minerals from various
mines, overburden and
tailings.
Quartz, felspar and mica are
found in pegmatite rocks,
which are an important source
of many critical minerals such
as beryl, lithium, niobium,
tantalum, molybdenum, tin,
titanium and tungsten among
others. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Monday

release the 19th instalment of
PM-KISAN scheme,
transferring around `22,000
Crore directly to bank
accounts of 9.8 crore farmers,
as part of the government’s
effort to enhance income of
the farming community.
Under this scheme, each
beneficiary gets an annual
benefit of `6,000, in three
equal installments of `2,000
every four months.
Addressing a press conference
here, Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Friday said,
“Prime Minister will release
the 19th instalment of PM-
KISAN on February 24 at a
function in Bhagalpur, Bihar.
The amount will be directly

credited to bank accounts of
eligible farmers.”
He said a total amount of
`22,000 Crore will be
disbursed to 9.8 Crore
farmers.
Chouhan said the number of
beneficiaries has increased
from 9.6 Crore in the 18th
instalment.
The minister said that the
government has disbursed
total `3.46 Lakh Crore so far
under Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)
and the number will rise to Rs
3.68 Lakh Crore after the
release of 19th instalment next
week.
The PM-KISAN, launched in
February 2019, is the world’s
largest DBT (Direct Benefit
Transfer) scheme and has
helped farmers meet their
expenses towards purchase of
seeds and fertilisers.

Asked about the talks with
protesting farmers in Punjab,
Chouhan said the government
has been holding talks with
the farming community and
will continue to do so.
He said the government is
committed to increasing
production, reduce input cost,
enhance farmers’ income
from their produce and
encourage natural farming. 
Chouhan said the Congress
party talks a lot about farmers
welfare but it never gave any
direct financial assistance to
farmers when they were in
power.
Elaborating on the event at
Bhagalpur, Chouhan said
around 2.5 Crore farmers are
expected to participate
physically and virtually.
He said Bihar Governor,
Chief Minister and the central
ministers belonging to the

state will also attend the
event. Chouhan informed
that the Prime Minister will
also inaugurate a dairy
processing unit being
established at Barauni and a
centre of excellence under
Gokul Mission, besides a
couple of rail projects in the
state.
The minister said the release
of 19th instalment from
Bhagalpur should not be
linked to upcoming assembly
election in Bihar. He added
that the Prime Minister has
been releasing the instalments
from different states.
Chouhan said that he will be
meeting Makhana farmers at
Darbhanga on February 23 to
understand the problems
faced by them. He said the
Makhana Board proposed in
this year’s Budget will be soon
established. 
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Moen, a global leader in
kitchen and bathroom

solutions, has partnered with
Bathline Acquaviva Group to
expand into India’s fast-
growing sanitary ware
market. This strategic alliance
blends Moen’s expertise in
innovation and sustainability
with Acquaviva’s strong
presence in the Indian
premium segment. 
India’s sanitary ware industry,
currently valued at `539.5
Billion ($6.5 Billion), is
projected to grow at a CAGR
of 7.74 per cent over the next
five years. Moen’s entry aligns
with rising consumer
demand, driven by increasing
incomes and a booming real
estate sector.
“This collaboration allows us

to merge Moen’s innovation
leadership with Acquaviva’s
deep market understanding.
Together, we aim to deliver
premium, sustainable
solutions,” said Vinay Gupta,
Chairman of Bathline
Acquaviva Group.
To mark its entry, Moen has
launched its first Experience
Centre in New Delhi’s upscale
MG Road area, offering
customers an immersive look
at its cutting-edge products,
from faucets to shower
panels.
“India is poised to be Moen’s
next growth engine,” said
George Wu, President of
WINN Asia at Fortune
Brands Innovations. 
With this partnership and
flagship store, Moen is set to
redefine India’s premium
bathroom solutions market.

Government classifies
barytes, felspar, mica,
quartz as major minerals

Moen enter premium
sanitaryware market in India

PM to release 19th instalment of PM-KISAN Sensex declines
nearly 425 points 

Forex reserves
drop to USD
635.721 Billion

Rupee falls seven paise against US dollar

Union Minister Piyush Goyal addresses a gathering during Invest Kerala Global
Summit 2025, in Kochi, Kerala PTI

Pionner Photo
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Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) Governor  Sanjay

Malhotra opined that rate
reduction was an appropriate
monetary policy response at
this juncture citing
movement of inflation
towards the central bank’s 4
per cent target, said the
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting minutes
released on Friday.
Malhotra, along with five
other members of the  MPC
had voted for a 25 basis
points reduction in the short-
term lending rate (repo) to
6.25 per cent. The RBI at its
meeting held from February
5 to February 7 effected the
rate cut after a gap of five
years.
“Given the macroeconomic
outlook when inflation is
expected to align with the
target, and recognising that
monetary policy is forward-
looking, I view a lower policy
rate to be more appropriate at
the current juncture,”
Malhotra said, according to
the minutes.
Chairing his first MPC
meeting, he had also pointed
out that rising uncertainties
on global financial markets

and trade policy front,
coupled with continuing risk
of adverse weather events
pose risks to the inflation
and growth outlook.
While the central bank had
reduced the rate, it continued
with the neutral stance of
monetary policy.
“This will provide the
flexibility to respond to the
evolving macroeconomic
environment. By taking this
logical course, monetary
policy will be able to fulfil its
mandate and play its part in
the sustainable development
of the Indian economy,”
Malhotra said.
Headline inflation, after
moving above the upper
tolerance band in October,
has moderated and was at a
five-month low of 4.3 per
cent in January.
MPC member and RBI
Deputy Governor M
Rajeshwar Rao said that at
the current juncture, with a
further alignment of
headline inflation towards
the 4 per cent target, there is
greater space to address
concerns regarding growth
by way of reduction in the
policy repo rate.
“This monetary policy
measure in conjunction with

the fiscal measures
announced in the Budget
should give a fillip to
aggregate demand
conditions. Furthermore, the
government has reaffirmed
its commitment to fiscal
consolidation, which should
help to anchor medium-term
inflation expectations,” Rao
said.
RBI Executive Director and
panel member Rajiv Ranjan
said in line with the
sequencing path that the RBI
followed, a policy rate cut in
February 2025 is the most
rational and appropriate next
step as we now have greater
confidence on the
disinflation path.
“In line with this prognosis,
we also prepared the market
by infusing sufficient
liquidity for better
transmission. The baseline
projections suggest headline
inflation to average at 4.2 per
cent during 2025-26,” he said,
according to the minutes.
The external members of the
MPC – Nagesh Kumar,
Saugata Bhattacharya, and
Ram Singh – too had voted
for a reduction in the repo
rate.
Nagesh Kumar had flagged
concern about a threat of

dumping of excess capacities
in China with their deep
pockets and their access to
the Western markets coming
under a cloud.
He also noted that some
manufacturing sectors have
begun to feel the pinch
including steel (possibly
explaining the negative
growth) while labour-
intensive consumer sectors,
such as garments and leather
goods have been facing an
onslaught.
The latest Economic Survey
shows FDI inflows have been
subdued, with foreign
investors both FDI and FPIs
repatriating, leaving little
investments in net terms.
“Therefore, the case for
supporting growth cannot be
overemphasised,” Kumar
said. 
External member Saugata
Bhattacharya said that in
view of the downward
inflation trajectory, rate cut is
the “appropriate policy
response at this point of the
economic cycle”.
Bhattacharya also voted to
continue with the neutral
monetary policy stance.
Ram Singh said the Union
Budget 2025 has given a push
to demand.

Rate cut appropriate monetary
policy response: RBI Governor

CEPA with UAE fastest
agreed FTA: Piyush Goyal



Art has a way of bringing
people together, sparking
conversations and creat-
ing moments that stay with

us. The 7th Awadh Art Festival did just
that, offering a space where creativi-
ty thrived and stories came to life
through every brushstroke and sculp-
ture. With 94 artists presenting their
work, the festival became a meeting
ground for diverse voices, each piece
carrying its own essence, emotions
and experiences.

The festival, guided by a thought-
ful curation, brought together
tradition and contemporary
influences.While it has long
been a platform for senior
artists, this year introduced a
fresh perspective by showcas-
ing artists making a mark in 
the primary art market. This
shift brought a dynamic 
energy, allowing visitors to see
the evolving nature of Indian 
art and its ever-expanding
horizons.

The inauguration was led by
Lithuania’s Ambassador to India,

Her Excellency Diana
Mickeviciene, alongside Jyoti
Kathpalia, Dr Seema Bhalla, Dr
Sushma K Bahl, Lipika Sud and
Biman Das. The festival, founded 

by Arka Pradhan with advisor Mrs
Ratan Kaul, was organised in associa-

tion with the Inner Wheel Club of
Ghaziabad – Dist 301.

Beyond the artworks, the festival creat-
ed moments of connection. A guided curatori-

al walk by Jyoti A Kathpalia
allowed visitors to step into 
the minds of the artists, while
a thought-provoking talk 
on legacy and value by Priya
Kapoor explored the deeper
significance of artistic expression.
The demonstration on Pata-
chitra, with its intricate story-
telling on palm leaves, was 
a reminder of the 
craftsmanship that has been
passed down through 
generations.

Every part of the festival
held meaning, drawing
people in and making
them engage with art in a
personal way. Conve-

rsations flowed, perspectives shifted and
there was a sense of discovery in every 
corner. It was an experience to take forward,
something to remember and return to 
in thought, long after the last artwork was 
packed away.

The gentle murmur of water and
the silent glow of distant stars
create an atmosphere of quiet
enchantment. Jayasri Burman’s
latest exhibition, The Whisper

of Water, The Song of Stars, at Art Alive
Gallery, invites viewers into a world
where nature and mythology come alive.
This new body of work moves beyond the
purely figurative into dreamlike land-
scapes filled with delicate textures and
flowing forms.

Her canvases hold a sense of stillness
yet breathe with life. Works like Cosmic
Churn and Ocean’s Whisper echo the
rhythms of nature, drawing viewers into
a space where land and water meet. The
use of shells and cowries does not feel
ornamental but deeply symbolic, repre-
senting the fluidity of time and the
weight of tradition. These natural ele-
ments settle into the layers of paint,
grounding the works in something tac-
tile, something ancient.

The softness in her palette stands out.
Shades of deep blues, earthy browns and
muted golds create a sense of harmony,
as though each piece is bathed in the quiet
glow of twilight. Weeping Grace carries an
emotional depth that is felt rather than

stated. Femininity here is not delicate but
enduring, deeply connected to nature,
ever-flowing like the tides.

This exhibition holds memory, echoes
of childhood impressions and a silent dia-
logue between past and present. Jayasri
Burman does not simply paint, she listens,
to water, to the stars, to the spaces in
between. The result is a body of work that
invites reflection through quiet, persistent
beauty. Until 28 February 2025, step into
Art Alive Gallery and experience this
world for yourself.

The gallery was transformed
into a world of stories
painted on canvas. Each
artwork invited viewers to

step closer, to lose themselves in its
details, colours, and emotions.
Some pieces felt like distant mem-
ories captured in delicate strokes,
while others burst with energy,
demanding attention.

Magic with every stroke, Curated
by Parul Bhagat, the National Group
Art Exhibition brought together
over 40 artists, each presenting
their unique artistic vision. The walls
carried a stunning mix of tradition-
al and contemporary styles, with
paintings that played with light and
shadow, rich textures and bold con-
trasts. Every stroke spoke of the
artist’s passion, whether through
intricate detailing or expressive,
free-flowing movements.

From striking portraits to surre-
al landscapes, the exhibition show-
cased the limitless power of artis-
tic expression. Some works carried
a sense of nostalgia, drawing view-
ers into their depth, while others
challenged perception with abstract
forms and daring compositions.
The colours, though varied, seemed

to tell a collective story, one of cre-
ativity, emotion and the boundless
possibilities of art. Each Artwork
reflected a personal journey, a dif-
ferent way of seeing the world.
Some drew from tradition, giving
it a fresh perspective, while others
defied convention, pushing the
boundaries of contemporary art.

The exhibition continues till
today at Gandhi Darshan Art
Gallery, Delhi, offering visitors a
final chance to experience this
remarkable collection of artworks.
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STANDING BEFORE THE ARTWORK, THERE
IS A QUIET PULL, COLOURS MERGING LIKE

DISTANT MEMORIES, TEXTURES
WHISPERING FORGOTTEN STORIES. THE

LINES, THE DEPTH, THE LIGHT, IT ALL
SPEAKS, NOT IN WORDS, BUT IN FEELING

AND REFLECTION

THE FESTIVAL
BROUGHT
TOGETHER
ARTISTS FROM
DIFFERENT
GENRE,
SHOWCASING
TRADITION
AND MODERN
CREATIVITY

A VOICE FULL OF EMOTION
Parvathy Baul began to sing, her voice
carrying the weight of centuries-old
traditions. Dressed in saffron, she moved
with effortless grace, her body swaying in
rhythm with the soul-stirring notes of her
ektara. Each verse felt like a whisper from
another time, filling the space with a quiet
intensity that held the audience captive.

Her voice, raw yet melodic, rose and 
fell like a river, flowing between longing and
surrender. It was music that felt deeper, a
calling, a prayer crafted into sound. Her
eyes, lost in a world unseen, reflected the
spirit of a seeker, as if she was not just
performing but living each moment of her
song.

Every movement of her hands, every beat
of her duggi spoke of devotion. Silence held
as much power as her singing, each pause
stretching into something almost tangible.
The audience sat motionless, as if afraid to
break the spell she had cast.

As the final note faded, the room
remained still, as though her voice refused
to leave.

Jayasri Burman’s paintings and
Parvathy Baul’s music share a deep,
poetic connection. Both artists draw
from tradition yet reshape it into
something personal and timeless.
Burman’s visual storytelling unfolds in
layers of colour and texture, much like
Baul’s voice carries the weight of
centuries through melody. Their art is

not just an expression but an
experience, inviting the viewer and
listener to step into a world where
mythology, nature and devotion come
together. Whether through brushstrokes
or music, their work creates a space of
reflection, emotion and quiet
transformation, reminding us that true
artistry is not only seen or heard but felt.

THE POETRY OF ART AND SOUND
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LIVING MYTHOLOGY 
Burman’s art has always been deeply rooted in
tradition, but in this exhibition, she invites us to
see mythology not as something distant and
fixed but as a living, evolving entity. The figures
in her paintings seem to emerge from the
elements themselves, women rise from swirling
waters, constellations seem to echo human
longing and the landscapes are not just
backdrops but active participants in a grander
story. Each piece reflects a deeply human desire
for connection: to nature, to the past, to
something larger than oneself. 

A Window Into the

World of Art
Colours, Voices and Stories Breathing Life into Awadh
Art Festival, says SAKSHI PRIYA 

Frames
of Silent
Poetry
The exhibition, curated 
by Parul Bhagat, showcased 
detailed, expressive artworks by 
over 40 talented artists, writes TEAM VIVA

Get in touch at vivacity@dailypioneer.com
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Aresilient Kerala on Friday
sealed their maiden Ranji

Trophy final by taking a
dramatic two-run first-
innings lead over Gujarat, 68
years after making their debut
in Indian cricket’s premier
domestic competition.
Going into the final day at
429/7, the home side, who
won the Ranji title in 2016-17,
needed just 29 runs to take a
first innings lead. 
However, left-arm spinner
Aditya Sarwate delivered
under pressure, taking all
three wickets to bowl Gujarat
out for 455 in 174.4 overs to
leave them two runs short of
the mark.
Making only their second
semifinal appearance, the
visitors had been left
frustrated by a dogged 72-run
eighth-wicket stand between
Jaymeet Patel (74 overnight)
and Siddharth Desai (24
overnight). They started the
day needing three wickets
with just 28 runs to defend.
Kerala, who last made the
semifinals in 2018-19 after
making their Ranji debut back
in 1957, will face Vidarbha in
the summit clash after the
latter defeat heavyweights

Mumbai by 80 runs in the
other semifinal. 
Sarwate’s breakthroughs came
amid high drama, including a
dropped catch, a tight
stumping decision, and a
successful DRS review that
overturned a caught-out call
to an LBW dismissal.
First it was Kerala skipper
Sachin Baby, who dropped the
well-set Jaymeet with Gujarat
23 runs shy of a lead.
But Jaymeet could not make it
count and perished for 79
(177 balls; 2x4) in the same
over when he dragged his foot
outside the crease while the
ball passed his outside edge
for Mohammed Azharuddeen
to complete an excellent
stumping.
After multiple replays, umpire
finally ruled him out as his

foot was found to be on the
line when the bail was
knocked off as Kerala camp
went up in celebration.
But there was more to the
contest as Gujarat left-arm
quick Arzan Nagwaswalla,
batting at No 10, counter-
attacked and smashed Akshay
Chandran for a cover
boundary to take them within
14 runs of the lead.
Breakthrough for Kerala came
with Gujarat 11 runs behind
when Sarwate broke the
dogged resistance of
Siddharth Desai, who got out
for 30 that came off 164 balls
with just one boundary.
Desai reviewed a caught-out
decision, and while Ultra Edge
showed no spike, ball-tracking
confirmed it would have hit
leg stump, overturning the call

to LBW.
Nagwaswalla and last man
Priyajitsinh Jadeja brought
Gujarat within eight runs
when Kerala missed a half-
chance, with the ball slipping
from Salman Nizar’s grasp.
Jalaj Saxena nearly claimed his
fifth wicket as Nagwaswalla’s
inside edge brushed past leg
stump, leaving Gujarat just
two runs short.
Then came the decisive
moment.
Sarwate tossed one up,
Nagwaswalla swung hard, and
the ball ricocheted off Nizar’s
helmet at short leg before
lobbing to Baby at slip.
The Amay Khurasiya-coached
side erupted in celebration,
securing a historic Ranji final
berth as a dejected
Nagwaswalla walked back in
disbelief.
For Kerala, Sarwate, who had
started the day with 1/101,
ended with figures of 45.4-7-
111-4.
Jalaj, who toiled hard for 71
overs, returned with 4/149
including 14 maidens.
With their maiden Ranji final
berth secured, Kerala batted
with ease in the second
innings, scoring 114 for four
in 46 overs in their second
innings in the drawn affair.
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Former India captain and
coach Anil Kumble feels

Virat Kohli is putting a “lot
more pressure on himself” in
his effort to get out of the lean
patch, and advised the batting
icon to remain mentally
relaxed. 
Since the 2023 ODI World
Cup, Kohli has hit just one fifty
while scoring 137 runs in six
ODI innings.
“I think he’s trying a bit too
hard. You can see that in the
way he is going about his
innings. He just needs to not
worry about it,” Kumble said on
‘ESPNcricinfo’.
“Rohit comes in there, has the
freedom because there is plenty
of batting and all of them are in
great form. Similarly for Virat,
he just needs to come in and
not worry about anything else,”
he added. 
“All players go through tough
moments in their career, but I
get a feeling watching him bat, I
think he is putting a lot more
pressure on himself,” Kumble
added.
Kumble reckoned a relaxed
approach would help Kohli in
getting out of the rut.
“When you have that kind of
pressure and you have that kind
of expectation, you suddenly
start putting undue importance
to all of that and then try hard
to do well.
“When you do that, you’re not
really relaxed. The best innings
that I am sure he’s played, he’s
not even thinking about all of
that.”
In India’s Champions Trophy

opener against Bangladesh,
Kohli struggled to score, and
was eventually dismissed on 22
by leg-spinner Rishad Hossain,
making it the Indian’s sixth
consecutive dismissal against
spin.
“To start off against spin, on
surfaces like that, you need a lot
of confidence. He’s certainly
trying too hard to manoeuvre
that. He’s a good player of spin
when he’s in form, when he
wants to just knock singles off
and keep rotating the strike. 
“Now he’s trying too hard to
score runs rather than just
manoeuvre, and that’s been his
game plan. He just needs to
relax a little bit and not worry
too much about the outcome of
what happens on the field
rather than just go out there
and have the freedom to play
naturally, what he does really
well.”
Kohli doesn’t have big-hitting
game anymore : Manjrekar
Former India batter Sanjay
Manjrekar said Kohli’s lean run
in Australia has left him in a
“tight corner,” affecting his
confidence. 
“He still wants to show that he’s
up there for a fight, and I am
starting to see maybe there’s a
little bit of bravado as well, and
why not? You can’t be revealing
what’s inside you.”
He suggested that Kohli might
no longer possess the big-
hitting ability to dominate
bowlers at will.
“Virat doesn’t have the big
game anymore. We’ve seen on
occasion him playing the big
shot, but he can’t hit at will like
a Shubman Gill does.”

PTI n BENGALURU

Shubman Gill has an
invincibility cloak hung
around his shoulder in ODIs

these days. Conditions and
oppositions do not feature in his
set-list.
After taking a dominant avatar
against England recently at
home, Gill faced a different
challenge against Bangladesh in
India’s Champions Trophy (CT)
opener in Dubai on Thursday
night.
The pitch was sluggish and the
bowlers consistently probed for
weakness.
But Gill beat both to notch up his
eighth ODI hundred that led
India to a six-wicket victory. The
125-ball century was the slowest
he has made so far, but was
perhaps the most important in
his career.
That uncharacteristically sedate
outing carried a deeper meaning
as it validated Gill’s growing
stature as India’s all-weather
batter in white-ball formats.

His form is a good omen when
legends like Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma, who have been
performing that role for several
years, are in the twilight zone of
their careers. And with
important matches against
Pakistan and New Zealand lined-
up, India would need him to
continue in the same vein.
There were a couple of signature
shots last night — a cracking
short-arm pull off pacer Tanzim
Hasan and a spearing, lofted
cover drive off the same bowler
for a four.
Those hits in the ninth over were
breathtaking, showcasing Gill’s
otherworldly timing, but even
more mesmerising was his
transformation to a batter full of
self-restraint after that.
When Rohit Sharma (41) got out
in the 10th over, Gill was batting
on 26 off 23 balls, and a lift-off
looked imminent.
But it wasn’t there. His next
boundary came in the 33rd over
when pacer Taskin Ahmed
returned to attack.

Till then, Gill was milking the
spinners and pacer Mustafizur
Rahman, a lethal slower ball, for

singles and twos, ensuring that
the quick start given by Rohit
would not go in vain.

In that phase, the 25-year-old
scored just 30 runs off 52 balls,
showing admirable situational

awareness. It was of little surprise
when Gill termed it as a
“satisfying” effort.
“Definitely one of my most
satisfying innings that I have
played. The message was sent
from outside that I have to try to
bat till the end and that’s what I
tried to do,” Gill would say later
to the host broadcaster.
Rohit was also chuffed to see the
Punjab cricketer adhering to the
team order.
“He’s been batting brilliantly of
late and what he showed us
(against Bangladesh), it shouldn’t
surprise anyone. What was good
to see was he was there till the
end,” said Rohit.
Along with carrying his bat
through, Gill also tweaked his
tactics as per the game’s evolving
needs.
A feature of Gill’s batting was
him coming down the track even
against pacers, something he
does not usually do.
Generally, he stays at the crease
to drive, flick or pull the quicker
bowlers, a minimalistic approach

that reduces the risk quotient.
Gill explained that change in his
approach.
“Cutting the ball wasn’t easy
because the balls which were
outside the off-stump weren’t
coming onto the bat that nicely.
“So, I thought of using my feet to
even the fast bowlers and tried to
go over the circle,” he added.
The strategic fluidity apart, Gill’s
willingness to look beyond easy-
on-the-eye but fleeting knocks
will stand India in good stead in
this tournament.
If the early signs are anything to
go by, then the pitches in Dubai
could remain slow-burners.
While Pakistan have only one
spinner in Abrar Ahmed, New
Zealand will be a more
formidable rival as they have two
excellent white-ball spinners in
Mitchell Santner and Michael
Bracewell.
They were exceptional in stifling
Pakistan in the middle overs in
Karachi on a flatbed and the
Kiwis can pose a bigger threat on
the slack Dubai deck.

PTI n DUBAI

Adifficult and painful
injury layoff firmly

behind him, seasoned India
pacer Mohammed Shami says
attention to detail and loyalty
towards his craft make him
lethal in ICC events where he
only cares about
breakthroughs and not his
economy rate.
Shami grabbed an brilliant
five-wicket haul in India’s
Champions Trophy opener
against Bangladesh to play a
pivotal role in the team’s six-
wicket triumph. In the
process, he also became the
fastest Indian and the second
quickest overall to reach 200
ODI wickets here on
Thursday night.
“In ICC events, if my ball gets
hit a little, that’s okay, but I
should get a wicket, then that
will be better for my team. I
always think about this,”
Shami said at the post-match
press conference.
The 34-year-old quick battled
a career-threatening 14-
month layoff due to an ankle

injury during the 2023 ODI
World Cup. He returned to
international action last
month in the limited-overs
series against England and is
now leading India’s attack
here in the absence of an
injured Jasprit Bumrah.
“I just try to complete my
skill with utmost loyalty. Like
I have completed my 14
months - How loyal are you
to that skill? How hungry are
you to achieve your
goal...How you will get that
rhythm again. You should be
hungry,” Shami said when
asked about his love affair
with ICC events
While wrecking Bangladesh

here, Shami became India’s
leading wicket-taker in 50-
over ICC events. His tally
now stands at 60, overtaking
former India pace spearhead
Zaheer Khan.
The retired left-arm seamer
had taken 59 wickets in 32
innings while Shami crossed
the mark in just his 19th
innings. He has 55 wickets in
ODI World Cups across three
editions, with 24 coming in
the 2023 tournament hosted
at home.
Shami said he has always
focussed on minor details like
rhythm, and level of
discomfort while bowling to
understand where he stood in
terms of his form.
“Is your rhythm good? Do
you have any discomfort? I
pay attention to those things.
I do not pay attention to the
result. I pay attention to the
present. And I always try to
meet the situation that is in
demand. Am I good at that or
not?” he said giving a peek
into his mind.
Shami, who claimed his sixth
ODI fifer here, also has the

most five-wicket hauls for
India in the format. He
recalled the frustration he felt
while watching India’s woes
in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy last month when
Bumrah shouldered the
enormous burden of leading
the attack without him at the
other end. 
“It was very difficult...When
you see that your team is very
close to the edge, or it’s a very
close match, at that time you
miss your bowlers who you
used to bowl along with, or
your unit. I wish I was there,”
he said. 
“I could have contributed
something Could have
helped,” he added. 
Shami has been candid
enough to admit that the
injury left him devastated to
the extent that he feared he
wouldn’t be able to play again.
But the pacer said once he
made a domestic comeback
towards the end of 2024, his
confidence rose up again.
“...I got to play domestic
matches to gain confidence
and to see my rhythm. To see

what changes have come in
the last 14 months or after the
surgery...I got four
international matches to play
and I played 8-9-10 domestic
matches. That gave me a lot
of confidence,” he said
All set for Pakistan clash
Sunday would be the
proverbial show-stopper of
ICC events when India take
on Pakistan, hoping to add
another exciting chapter to
the rivalry that is almost
always the marquee match of
an ICC event. Shami said
nothing changes for his team
in terms of mindset.
“After winning, there is no
point in having a mindset.
You should stay in the same
frame when you win a match
and when you perform well. I
don’t think you need to think
too much about the ICC
tournament or any
international match,” he said,
down-playing the giddy
excitement that media drums
up before India-Pakistan
matches.
“You should believe in your
skills and back yourself.

Kohli is putting lot
more pressure on
himself: Kumble

Kerala enter Ranji Trophy final

PTI n NEW DELHI

India is “interested” in hosting
the 2030 Commonwealth

Games (CWG) and also
conduct all those disciplines
that were axed from the 2026
edition to ensure that the
country’s medal tally is not
affected when the event is
held in Glasgow, a source in
the sports ministry revealed
on Friday.
The last date to submit an
‘Expression of Interest’ to host
the 2030 CWG is March 31
and the ministry source said
the process will get underway
soon.“We are interested in
hosting the 2030
Commonwealth Games and a
formal interaction has taken
place with the
Commonwealth Games
Federation on this. We have
also proposed that all the
disciplines that have been
removed from the 2026 CWG

be held in India,” the source
said. 
India last hosted the CWG in
2010. The ministry’s push to
have the axed events of the
2026 edition in India is a way
to ensure that the CWG
remains a high medal-
yielding competition for the
country. 
Last year, in a huge blow to
India’s medal prospects, key
sports such as hockey,
badminton, wrestling, cricket
and shooting were dropped
from the programme by host
city Glasgow, which
announced a pruned roster of
10 disciplines to keep the
event budget-friendly.
“We are merely looking to
ensure that our medal tally
does not suffer. An informal
proposal (to have axed
disciplines in India) has been
put across, we will see how
the host city responds to it,”
the source said.

Jiri Lehecka beats Carlos Alcarazin in Qatar Open quarterfinals
PTI n DOHA

Top-seeded Carlos Alcaraz
lost for just the second

time this year on Thursday
when 25th-ranked Jiri
Lehecka beat him 6-3, 3-6, 6-
4 in the quarterfinals of the
Qatar Open.
Alcaraz’s only other defeat in
2025 was to Novak Djokovic
in the Australian Open
quarterfinals. The 21-year-old
Spaniard, ranked No. 3, won
the Rotterdam Open earlier
this month.
“I’ve talked with my team,
with my coach, and honestly
I don’t know what I could
have done better,” Alcaraz
said in a press conference.
“Honestly, I don’t know. It
was kind of a difficult
feelings, I guess. I have to
give credit to him as well,
because when he was down,
especially in the third set, he

didn’t give up.”
Alcaraz led 4-2 in the third
set and had a break point on
Lehecka’s serve, but couldn’t
finish off the Czech, who
won the next three games to
advance to the semifinals.
The 23-year-old Lehecka will
next play eighth-seeded Jack
Draper, who knocked out
Matteo Berrettini 4-6, 6-4, 6-
3.
“The match was up and

down since the beginning,”
Lehecka said after beating
Alcaraz. “So for me to win a
match like that against a
player like this is a super big
achievement. I believed in
myself. I knew that I had the
level to produce that kind of
tennis.
“I didn’t back down,” he
continued. “I wanted to push
him to his limits. The way I
trusted my game was the key
today.”
Earlier, fifth-seeded Andrey
Rublev saved one match point
and needed eight of his own
to subdue second-seeded
Alex de Minaur 6-1, 3-6, 7-6
(8). Rublev reached his fourth
semifinals in Doha, where he
won the title in 2020.
He’ll next face Canada’s Félix
Auger-Aliassime, who beat
Daniil Medvedev when the
Russian retired after losing
the first set 6-3.

“Unfortunately, I had food
poisoning. Very disappointed
to end my run here in Doha
like this as I feel like I was
playing well,” Medvedev said
in a statement. 
Auger-Aliassime said on
court he thought Medvedev
was “playing normal” until he
retired.
“And then I broke, I held my
serve. And he just told (the
umpire) that he didn’t want to
shake our hands because he
was sick.

India interested in
hosting 2030 CWG

Gill gives India confidence against Pakistan

Attention to detail, loyalty towards craft make Shami lethal 


