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ONGC INKS DEAL WITH BP TO
BOOST MUMBAI HIGH OUTPUT

MOHIT KANDHARI | JAMMU

Captain rank officer of
Athe Indian army was

among two soldiers
‘killed in action’ and three
other  jawans  sustained
grievous injuries when a
suspected improvised
explosive device (IED) was
detonated near the Line of
Control (LoC) in the Akhnoor
sector of Jammu division on
Tuesday.
The martyred soldiers have
been identified as Capt
Karamjit Singh Bakshi and
Naik Mukesh.
Lt Gen MV Suchindra Kumar,
Army Commander, Northern
Command and all ranks of
Dhruva Command solemnly
salute the supreme sacrifice of
Bravehearts. Dhruva
Command stands firm with
the bereaved family in this
hour of grief.
The Army confirmed the
fatalities in the blast and said
“own troops are dominating
the area and search operations

are underway”. Confirming
the incident, Nagrota-based
White Knight Corps posted
on X, “Suspected Improvised
Explosive  Device  blast
reported in Laleali in
Akhnoor Sector during a
fence patrol resulting in two
fatalities. Own troops are
dominating the area and
search  operations  are
underway”.

However, it  was not
immediately known who
detonated the IED planted
along the route of the
patrolling party of the Indian
army close to the Anti-
infiltration Obstacle system
(AIOS) in the Laleali area of
Akhnoor.

The injured soldiers were
airlifted by Indian Army
helicopters and shifted to a
military hospital for
treatment. Two among them
succumbed to their fatal
injuries in the hospital.
Senior army officers from
Akhnoor rushed to the spot to
ascertain whether it was the

Kashmir attacked, two dead

handiwork of the Pakistani
army regulars or a group of
suspected terrorists, who may
have been pushed inside the
Indian territory to launch a
surprise attack on the Indian
army patrol, detonated the
IED.

This is the third incident in a
row where jawans of the
Indian army have been
targeted from across the line
of control in the Jammu
region in the last four days.

A soldier of the Indian army
was hit by a stray bullet while
he was standing guard along
the LoC in the Kalal area of
Nowshera in Rajouri on
Monday. On February 8, a
patrolling party of the Indian
army came under attack in the
Keri sector.

All these incidents were
reported after seven members
of the Border Action Team
(BAT) of the Pakistan army
were killed in a powerful
landmine explosion in the
Battal area of Mendhar in
Poonch on February 4.

PTI M PARIS

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday made a
strong case for collective
efforts to establish a global
framework  for artificial
intelligence (AI) based on
open source which enhances
trust, transparency and is free
from biases.

Co-chairing the AI Action
Summit along with French
President Emmanuel Macron
here, Modi said that AI is
changing the polity, economy,
security and society, and is
writing the code for humanity
in this century.

Modi also offered to host the
next Al Action Summit in
India, supporting the decision
taken at the first summit
hosted by France to set up the
‘Al Foundation’ and the
‘Council for Sustainable AT.
“There is a need for collective
global efforts to establish
governance and standards that
uphold our shared values,
address risks and build trust,
Modi said, adding that
governance is not just about
managing risks and rivalries
but is also about promoting
innovations and deploying
them for global good.

“We  must democratise
technology and create people-
centric applications. We must
address concerns related to
cyber security, disinformation
and deep fakes, the Prime
Minister said.

Stressing on the need to
develop quality data sets free
from biases, the Prime
Minister said there is a need to
develop open-source Al
ecosystems that enhance trust
and transparency. He said the
technology should be rooted
in the local ecosystem for it to
be effective and useful.

Modi started his address with

French President Emmanuel Macron shakes hands with India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi as they arrive to the Artificial
Intelligence Action Summit at the Grand Palais in Paris, France
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an observation on the
potential of Al by stating that
Al can cut through jargon and
summarise medical
prescriptions in a language
that can be understood easily.

“If you upload your medical
report to an Al app, it can
explain in simple language,
free of any jargon, what it
means for your health. But, if
you ask the same app to draw
an image of someone writing
with their Left hand, the app
will most likely draw someone
writing with their Right hand.
Because that is what the
training data is dominated by.

“It shows that while the
positive potential of AI is
absolutely amazing, there are
many biases that we need to
think carefully about,” he said,
Modi pitched for inclusive
development of Al especially

for the Global South.
“We must think deeply and
discuss openly about

innovations and governance.
Governance is also about
ensuring access to all,

especially in the global south.
It is where the capabilities are
more lacking, be it compute,
power, talent, data or the
financial resources,” Modi
said.

The Prime Minister further
said that AI can help
transform millions of lives by
improving health, education,
agriculture and so much more.
It can help create a world in
which  the journey to
sustainable development goals
become easier and faster. To
do this, we must pool together
resources and talent.
Referring to apprehensions
about job losses on account of
Al, Modi said history has
shown that work does not
disappear due to technology
but its nature changes and new
types of jobs are created.

‘Al is developing at an
unprecedented scale and
speed and being adopted and
deployed even faster. There is
also a deep inter-dependence
across borders. We need to
invest in skilling and re-

skilling our people for an Al-
driven future,” Modi said.
India, he said, leads in Al
adoption and techno-legal
solutions on data privacy

“We are developing Al
applications for public good.
India is ready to share its
experience and expertise to
ensure that the Al future is for
good, and for all,” Modi said.
In his concluding remarks at
the summit, Modi said that the
discussions  have clearly
brought out that there is “unity
in vision and unity in purpose
across stakeholders.”
Observing that the
partnership for AI is truly
global in nature, Modi said,
“To build on the momentum
of this Action Summit, India
would be happy to host the
next Summit.”

“We must also make the
‘Global Partnership for ATl
truly global in nature. It
should be more inclusive of
the Global South and its
priorities, concerns and
needs,” Modi said.

sensex tanks
fifth day in a row

PTI B MUMBAI

Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty tanked
more than 1 per cent on
Tuesday amid unabated
foreign fund outflows and
fresh US tariffs that reignited
trade war fears.

Declining for the fifth day
running, the 30-share BSE

Sensex dropped 1,018.20
points or 1.32 per cent to settle
at a two-week low of

76,293.60. During the day, it
tumbled 1,281.21 points or
1.65 per cent to 76,030.59.
The NSE Nifty cracked 309.80
points or 1.32 per cent to
23,071.80 with 44 of its
constituents closing lower and
six with gains.

Among 30 Sensex shares,
Zomato tanked over 5 per
cent. Tata Steel, Bajaj Finserv,
Tata Motors, Power Grid,
Larsen & Toubro, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Hindustan
Unilever and ITC were the
biggest laggards.

Bharti Airtel was the only
gainer among Sensex scrips.
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Trump warns Gaza
ceasefire collapse

PTI W WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump
said Monday that a
precarious ceasefire
agreement between Israel
and Hamas should be
cancelled if Hamas doesn’t
release all the remaining
hostages it is holding in Gaza
by midday on Saturday -
though he also said that such
a decision would be up to
Israel.

Trump was responding to
Hamas saying it will delay
the further release of
hostages in the Gaza Strip
after accusing Israel of
violating the three-week-old
ceasefire.

The US president said that
after the freeing of three
visibly emaciated hostages
on Saturday it was time for
Israel to demand the release
of all hostages by noon on
Saturday, or restart the war.
“If they’re not here, all hell is
going to break out,” Trump
said. He added of the
ceasefire, “Cancel it, and all
bets are off”

Trump said the final decision
would be up to Israel, saying,
“I'm speaking for myself.
Israel can override it” But
asked if the US would join in
a response to Hamas if
hostages  weren't freed,
Trump added, “Hamas will
find out what I mean”
Those comments came after
Trump said in an interview
with Fox News Channel that
Palestinians in Gaza would
not have a right to return
under  his plan  for
US ownership” of the war-
torn territory - contradicting
other officials in his
administration who have
sought to argue Trump was

only calling for the
temporary relocation of its
population.

Less than a week after he
floated his plan for the US to
take control of Gaza and
turn it into “the Riviera of
the Middle East,” Trump, in
an interview with Fox News’
Bret Baier airing Monday,
said “No, they wouldnt”
when asked if Palestinians in
Gaza would have a right to
return to the territory. It
comes as he has ramped up
pressure on Arab states,
especially US allies Jordan
and Egypt, to take in
Palestinians from Gaza, who
claim the territory as part of
a future homeland.

Pré-naial conseling centes o open

NCW Chlef calls
on CM

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

National Commission for
Women (NCW) Chairperson
Vijaya Rahatkar met Odisha
Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi here on Tues-
day.

Rahatkar stressed on open-
ing of pre-marital counsel-

ling centres to prevent the ris-
ing number of divorce cases
is society.

Majhi said that this is mat-
ter of much concern, and if
pre-marital counselling is
taken, the rising number of
divorce cases can be curbed.
The State Government would
provide all cooperation in
this regard.

Besides, discussions were
held on the rising number of

atrocities against women,
sexual harassment at work-
places, special Gram Sabhas
for women and against child
marriage.

The NCW Chairperson ex-
pressed happiness over the
implementation of the
Subhadra Yojana in Odisha.
She also expressed satisfac-
tion over the steps taken for
women entrepreneurs and
farmers.

3 killed as bike rams into car in BBSR

BMW crashes
into house in city

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

Three persons were killed
when their motorcycle hita car
near the Tankapani Sai Temple
under the Badagada police
station of Bhubaneswar on
Tuesday morning.

Sources said a Tata Harrier
car was travelling from
Jagatsinghpur to Puri via
Rasulgarh when a bike with
three passengers collided with
it. Further, the motorcycle was
being driven on the wrong side
of the road when the accident
occurred.

The three youths died on
the spot, said police. As per
the latest reports, authorities
have managed to ascertain the
identity of one of the deceased

and contacted his family in
Balugaon. However, all of
them have been stated to be
residing at GGP Colony in the
city.

As per preliminary investi-
gations, the bike came in and
collided with the car ap-
proaching from the front. The
impact of the collision was so
severe that a major portion of
the four-wheeler was mangled
while the motorcycle caught
fire.

The driver of the car is cur-
rently detained by the
Badagada police and a probe
is on to ascertain the exact
nature of the accident.

Police sent the three bodies
to the Capital Hospital for the
postmortem.

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

A high-end car crashed
into a house near Unit-4 Hos-
pital Square in Bhubaneswar
in the wee hours of Tuesday.
Fortunately, no casualties
were reported in the mishap.

According to sources, the
mishap took place when the
speeding BMW car lost con-
trol, broke through a barri-
cade on the road and crashed
into a house.

The car smashed through
the house's fence and a wall,
causing significant damage to
the property. However, no re-
ports of anyone being injured
have been reported, and it was
a close call for the family
members residing in the
house, sources said

It was suspected that the
vehicle was travelling at high
speed from the Red Cross
Bhawan area towards Shastri
Nagar. After crossing the traf-

fic signal, the car lost control,
broke through the barricades
placed on the side of the road
and crashed into the house.

According to the family's
claims, there were two persons
in the car who appeared to be
drunk. The impact of the crash
was so intense that the de-
ployed airbags prevented in-
jury to the riders but caused
significant damages to both
the car and the house.

The vehicle's number plate
indicates it is registered under
Bhubaneswar RTO No. 1, but
further investigations by the
police will determine the iden-
tity of the owner and the rid-
ers.

Several similar incidents
have been reported from the
capital city, where luxury ve-
hicles are driven recklessly at
high speeds, causing large-
scale property damages and
posing a serious risk to public
safety.

Bhakta

NALINISAHU = BHUBANESWAR

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on Tues-
day appointed veteran leader
Bhakta Charan Das as the new
president of the Odisha
Pradesh Congress Committee
(OPCQ).

The OPCC was without a
head for about eight months,
the last incumbent being Sarat
Pattanayak, who had held the
position for several years.

Das' appointment signals
the party's renewed effort to
strengthen its leadership in
Odisha, where the Congress
has been struggling to reclaim

Das appointed OPCC president

its lost political ground. The
State's politics has, mean-
while, been dominated by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the Biju Janata Dal (BJD).

Bhakta Das, who is a Sched-
uled Caste leader, has repre-
sented the Kalahandi con-
stituency in Parliament sev-
eral times and has been a
strong advocate for tribal
communities, farmers and
marginalised groups. Between
2009 and 2014, he played a cru-
cial role in securing significant
development projects and
funding for Kalahandi and
Nuapada districts.

Das had previously served

as the head of the Congress
campaign committee in
Odisha. However, after the
party's underwhelming per-
formance in the 2024 elections,
he took moral responsibility
and resigned from the posi-

tion on June 11, 2024. His
present appointment as
OPCC president indicates the
party's continued faith in his
leadership and experience.
Das takes charge at a chal-
lenging time for the Congress
in Odisha. The party has been
grappling with internal divi-
sions and a declining support
base. In the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, the Congress man-
aged to win only one of the
State's 21 parliamentary seats.
Similarly, in the Odisha As-
sembly elections, it secured
just 14 out of 147 seats, high-
lighting the uphill battle it
faces against the well-en-

trenched BJD and the rising
BJP.

Kharge's decision to ap-
point Das is seen as part of a
broader strategy to revive the
party in the State. Das' experi-
ence and organisational skills
will be crucial as the Congress
looks to reposition itself as a
credible alternative in Odisha.

With Assembly and parlia-
mentary elections now behind,
Das' primary challenge will be
to rebuild the party's
grassroots network, resolve
internal rifts and craft a strong
political narrative to counter
the dominance of BJD and BJP
in the State.

Mamata, Matru Bandana
10 he co-hranded
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The Mamata Yojana being
implemented in Odisha would
be co-branded with the
Pradhan Mantri Matru Ban-
dana Yojana.

Under the scheme, pregnant
women would be now given Rs
2,000 extra for giving birth to
girl child.

Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi has taken this
decision to encourage giving
birth to girl child and for good
health of pregnant women.

Under the scheme, while Rs
10,000 was being given for the

birth of a girl child earlier, af-
ter co-branding Rs 12,000
would be given.

However, the assistance
would given for birth of two
girls only. But in the case of
PVTG, this restriction would
not apply.The Anganwadi
Workers helping in child birth
would be given Rs 250 and the
Anganwadi Assistants would
be given Rs 150.

It was estimated that Rs 511
crore would be spent for the
co-branding of the scheme.
More than 4.50 lakh women
would benefit due to imple-
mentation of the scheme.
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L5 BBY celehrates 36th Foundation Day

Director gives
overview of

achievements
PNS m BHUBANESWAR

The Institute of Life Sci-
ences (ILS) Bhubaneswar cel-
ebrated its 36th Foundation
Day on Tuesday. The founda-
tion day oration was given by
Prof Sandhya S Visweswariah,
SERB National Science Chair,
Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru, who spoke on the
genetic basis of Diarrhea Syn-
drome and Inflammatory
Bowel Disease (IBD).

Dr Debasis Dash, Director
of ILS, gave an overview of the
research activities and
achievements of last year and
the plans of the institute for
the current year. Last year, 12

PhD students graduated from

the institute; ILS scientists
published 66 high-impact re-
search papers and filed two
patents. For the first time, two
intellectual property rights
filed by ILS faculties have been
transferred to them to initiate
spinoffs aimed at developing
and commercialising these
technologies.

Mesmerising dance held
on valedictory evening

PNS ®m BHUBANESWAR

The concluding evening of
the 21st Dhauli-Kalinga
Mahotsav, organised by the
Department of Odia Lan-
guage, Literature and Culture,
Government of Odisha and
the Orissa Dance Academy in
association with Art Vision,
leftalasting impression on the
audience with its mesmerising
shows.

It reverberated the gospel of
peace rejuvenating the nu-
ances of Indian classical
dances, music and martial
dance.

Concluding evening's first
programme was a fusion of
Odishi, Kathak,
Bharatnatyam and
Mohiniyattam presented by
the Orissa Dance Academy,
the Khanak Institute of Per-
forming Arts, the Pavitra Art
Visual Institute and the Inter-
national Academy of
Mohiniyattam. Their first pre-
sentation was Ganesh
Vandana followed by Sri
Krishna Sharanam Namah -

the journey of Krishna's life.
This production was a com-

posite creative piece involving

Odishi by the Orissa Dance

Academy, contemporary
dance by the Cornucopia Cre-
ations, Bangalore;

Mobhiniyattam by the Interna-
tional Academy of
Mohiniyattam, Delhi;
Bharatanatyam by the Pavitra
Art Visual Institute, Mumbai
and Kathak by the Khanak In-
stitute of Performing Arts,
Delhi. The concept, script and
choreograph were by Padma
Shri Dr Aruna Mohanty.

Janardhan Raj (Contempo-
rary, martial art and folk),
Jayaprabha Menon
(Mohiniyattam), Pavitra Bhat
(Bharatanatyam) and Monisa
Nayak (Kathak) co-choreo-
graphed the event.

Evening's last programme
was Mayurbhanj Chhau by
Mayur Art Centre,
Bhubaneswar. The dancers
presented  Sumbha -
Nisumbha Badha. The dance
was choreographed by Guru

Aunt

ting, tree cutting:

Achintya Kumar Behera.

riverside bats penshmg

Immediate
actions from
Forest Dept

sought
RAJ KUMAR SHARMA  m
JHARSUGUDA

The bat population along
the Ib riverside faces a grave
threat due to rampant hunt-
ing, deforestation, and indus-
trial activities.

Hunters frequently use nets
to trap bats roosting in the
large trees along the
riverbanks, leading to signifi-
cant fatalities daily. Environ-
mentalists and activists have
raised concerns over the For-
est Department's inaction in
preventing the ecological cri-
sis.

The stretch of trees from the
Ib ghat to the railway station,
a vital roosting area for bats,
is disappearing rapidly. Fac-
tors such as industrial pollu-
tion, soil erosion, and tree fell-
ing for railway construction
and road expansion are
shrinking their habitat. Addi-
tionally, frequent blasting for
stone extraction, heavy vehicle
movement, and noise pollu-
tion are driving the bats away
from their natural habitat.

Upendra Jena, head of the
Ib Environment Group, high-
lighted the devastating effects
of soil erosion near the

riverbanks. "The loss of trees
due to unchecked soil extrac-
tion is destroying critical
roosting sites. Authorities
must stop these activities to
protect the region's wildlife,"
Jena stressed. He also called
for increased public aware-
ness of bats' ecological impor-
tance.

Jharsuguda Divisional For-
est Officer (DFO) Manu
Ashok Bhatt stated that no
formal reports of bat deaths
had been received but assured
that patrolling measures
would be taken to address the
issue.

Environmentalists are urg-
ing the Forest Department to
implement stricter monitor-
ing and conservation initia-
tives to protect the bats. They
are also appealing to the pub-
lic to support efforts to pre-
serve the vital pollinators and
their threatened habitats.

Without immediate action,
the unique biodiversity of the
Ib riverside may face irrevers-
ible damage, warned experts.

A spmoff from ILS named
Polyorbit Private Limited is
formed by a faculty member,
Dr Mamoni Dash to
commercialise technologies
developed by her team. An-
other spinoff named Byonox
Private Limited is formed in
June 2024 to develop formu-
lations to boost endogenous
Nitric Oxide production and

290 ovt staffs

Team has been
formed to probe
ineligible
beneficiaries

SRIKUMAR MHAHANTA u
SONEPUR

Around 250 government
employees in Subarnapur dis-
trict have returned their ration
cards, according to the dis-
trict administration data re-
ceived on Monday.

The individuals returning
their cards include lecturers,
teachers, nursing officers, con-
stables, and panchayat execu-
tive officers (PEOs).

Officials expect the number
to increase in the coming days.
The move came after the State
Food Supplies and Consumer
Welfare Minister Krushna
Chandra Patra cracked the
whip on ineligible beneficiaries
receiving free rice with ration
cards and warned of stringent

regulation for treating hyper-
tension, diabetes and antibi-
otic-resistant infections
(AMR). This spinoffis created
by emeritus scientist Dr B
Ravindran. The ILS has
started a new project to ex-
plore the marine ecosystems
for novel bioresources with
human health and industrial
significance.

Currently, the institute's 27
startups are incubated and 18
have graduated. The impact
created so far is that eight
startups have scaled up, eight
products have been launched,
23 patents have been filed and
12 patents have been granted.
The DBT ILS startups have
generated more than 250 em-
ployments and women entre-
preneurs lead 25 of its
startups.

action if they do not return
their cards.

The Central and State gov-
ernments provide free rice to
impoverished individuals to
combat hunger. However, re-
ports suggest that well-off
people have exploited the sys-
tem, taking advantage of the
benefits meant for the poor.
Some government employees
and taxpayers allegedly ob-
tained ration cards under the
National Food Security Act
(NFSA) and the State’s food
security programme through
fraudulent means.

There has been a growing
public demand for strict action
against government employ-
ees misusing the free rice dis-
tribution scheme meant for
the poor. The issue has drawn
administrative attention, cre-
ating panic among ineligible
beneficiaries, the Block Devel-
opment Officers (BDOs) of six
blocks in the district said.

Q3 results of FY °25
Nalco net profit surges 3 fold, revenue up 39%

Achieves highest-
ever revenue
from operations,

PAT

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

The National Aluminium
Company Limited (Nalco)
has registered a three-fold in-
crease in net profit for the 3rd
quarter ended December 2024.

The company's net profit
stood at an impressive Rs
1,583 crore compared to Rs
488 crore in the correspond-
ing quarter of last year.

According to the reviewed
financial results for the 3rd
quarter of FY 25, taken on
record by the Board in the
meeting held here on Monday,
Nalco has registered a total
income of Rs 4,761crore in Q3
of Financial Year 2025 com-
pared to Rs 3,398 crore in Q3
of FY 2024.

The net profit and revenue

- Delni-hased
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I ndustrialist and philan-
thropist of Delhi, Duryodhan
Pradhan died on Sunday. He
was 92.

Pradhan was the founder of
the Jagannath Temple at Hauz
Khas in New Delhi. He had
been successfully conducting
the affairs of the temple as the
secretary of Management
Committee besides of Sree
Neelachala Seva Sangha from
1967 to 2012 for long 45 years.
A prominent disciple of
Thakur Nigamananda,
Pradhan was the lifetime presi-
dent of Delhi Saraswat Sangha
and has been ably handling the
management of its Chattarpur
Ashram since 1981.

Pradhan was born on De-
cember in 1932 in Mandapada
village of Pattamundei in
Kendrapada district. His last
rites were performed at the
Swarga Dwara of Puri. Union
Minister Dharmendra

from operations for the 9
months ended December 2024
work out to Rs 3,246 crore and
Rs 11,520 crore respectively, as
against the corresponding fig-
ures of Rs 1,044 crore and Rs
9,570 crore of the previous fis-
cal, recording an increase of
211% in net profit and 20% in
revenue from operations.
Worth mentioning that
Nalco has achieved highest-
ever revenue from operations
and profit after tax in Q3 and
9 months of FY 25.
Attributing the success to

/ detained for I6o ards msmu

NIMAI CHARAN SAHU ]
SAMBALPUR

The district police of
Deogarh have detained seven
individuals involved in an il-
legal leopard skin trade dur-
ing a raid in Taranga village
under Reamal police station in
Deogarh district on Tuesday.

The detainees include
Paramananda Banichul (74),
Mahendra Hati (28), and
Ranjit Dehury (49), residents
of Deogarh, and Kartika
Dehury (40), Duryadhan Bagh
(36), Pratap Chelekchela (47),
and Dhankunar Bhengra (52),
who are residents of
Sambalpur.

Police in a press brief in-
formed that the accused in-
volve poachers, traders and

retum ation card in Subarmapur

In response, several officials
at the district level have begun
publicly disclosing the names
of those returning their ration
cards.

In Dunguripali block alone,
176 government employees
were found holding ration
cards, of which 46 have re-
turned their cards. Similarly, 37
in Binika block, two in Binika
town, 35 in Birmaharajpur
block, 21 each in Sonepur block
and Subarnapur town, 37 in
Tarbha block, eight in Tarbha
town, and 32 government offi-
cials in Ulunda block have re-
turned their ration cards.

Following media reports,
government authorities have
launched an investigation.

A probe team, including
PEOs and supply assistants,
has been formed. They are
preparing lists of ineligible
beneficiaries and collecting
applications for the voluntary
surrender of ration cards.

the employees, Chairman-
cum-Managing Director,
Nalco Brijendra Pratap Singh,
said that improvements in
process efficiency, reduction in
input costs, and enhancing
product quality are crucial for
company's success. The per-
formance of the present quar-
ter is mostly attributable to
better sales realisation in alu-
mina and metal, higher sales
volume of alumina, use of cap-
tive coal and reduction in cost
of raw materials. He also
emphasised that now the
company's thrust is on early
completion of expansion ac-
tivities including 5th stream
expansion of refinery,
operationalization of Pottangi
mines, brownfield expansion
of smelter plant and planned
CPP expansion.

It may be mentioned that
Nalco has also announced an
interim dividend at the rate of
Rs 4 per share for the financial
year 2024-25.

Odia philanthropist dies

Pradhan and Kendrapada MP
Baijayant Panda expressed

condolences over Pradhan's
demise.

n

also buyers. Police, as per ear-
lier information, reached
Taranga village around 5.30
am in the morning and seized
the leopard skin.

As per police, a Special Task
Force (STF) will investigate
the criminal antecedents of the

accused and arrest them.
Deogarh Superintendent of
Police, Anil Kumar Mishra
said, "We had a tip-off about
the trading a few days back. As
per the source, Reamal IIC
formed a team to seize the
leopard skin and nab the ac-

cused. One of the accused is a
poacher. The accused were in-
volved in everything, right
from poaching the leopard to
selling the skin. As it comes
under the Wildlife Act, we
have informed the STF to in-
vestigate the case."

Puroit seeks heritage site tag tomG’mardan

of

Inclusion
Sambalpuri-
Koshali language
in 8th Schedule

PNS m BARGARH

Bargarh MP Pradeep
Purohit met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah at the Par-
liament House on Monday
and extended a formal invita-
tion to visit the revered
Gandhamardan Peetha, lo-
cated in the Bargarh Lok
Sabha constituency.

Purohit highlighted two

significant issues concerning
the people of western Odisha
during the discussion. He em-
phasized theimportance of the
Sambalpuri-Koshali lan-
guage, which is the mother
tongue of people across 11
districts in western Odisha.
He pointed out that the lan-
guage boasts a rich literary
heritage and well-defined
grammar, making a strong
case for its inclusion in the
8thSchedule of the Indian
Constitution.

The recognition would help
preserve and promote the lan-

guage at the national level, he
emphasized.

Additionally, he raised con-
cerns about the conservation
of the Gandhamardan Hills, a
region of immense historical
and ecological significance. He

urged the Union Minister to
grant it the status of a national
heritage site to ensure its pro-
tection and sustainable devel-
opment.

Shah acknowledged the de-
mands and assured his sup-
port. He also agreed to visit
the Gandhamardan region, as
confirmed by MP Purohit.

DD Un|ver3| ty Act t 00 bepassed S00n

Says Minister
Suraj
PNS B KEONJHAR

A DD University Act would
be passed in the next session
of the State Assembly, de-
clared Minister for Higher
Education and Sports and
Youth Affairs Suryabanshi
Suraj during his speech as the
chief guest at the Second DD
University Foundation Day
celebration here on Tuesday.

Suraj explained the concept
of 'Antyodaya’ which means
the rise of man who is on the
last line of society as per the
guiding principle economic

phrlosophy of Pandrt Deen

Dayal Upadhyay, founder of
RSS, whose death anniversary
coincided with the 2nd Foun-
dation Day of DD University.
Suraj said every student would
achieve real success if he works
in the line of Deen Dayal
Upadhyay's ideals.

After the end of the meet-
ing, when asked to know his
view about the dispute of sepa-
rating the DD Autonomous
College from the DD Univer-
sity, Suraj said the govern-
ment must give respect to the
emotion of the local people.

It is to be noted that some
days back, the Keonjhar Citi-
zens' Forum had also submit-

ted a memorandum to the
Chief Minister in this regard.

Former IPS officer and
former OPSC Chairman Dr
Satyajeet Mohanty, who was
the guest of honour at the uni-
versity function, was also fe-
licitated as best alumnus of
this year. Dr Ramanuj
Narayan, Director, CSIR and
Director IIT Bhubaneswar,
was the chief speaker. The PG
Council Chairman delivered a
welcome address and univer-
sity Registrar

Dukhabandu Naik gave the
votes of thanks in the meeting
presided over by Prof PK
Mohanty, OSD, DD Univer-
sity.

Dhenkanal's famous Joranda I\llagha Mela held

PNS m DHENKANAL

The 125th Joranda Magha
Mela began at the Mahima
Gadiin Joranda in Dhenkanal
on Tuesday. The annual event,
organized by the followers of
the Mahima religion, marks a
significant occasion for the
sect as well as the general pub-
lic. Thousands of Mahima
saints and followers have gath-
ered for the mela, which will
continue for two days.

The mela officially starts on
the Shukla Paksha
Chaturdashi of the Magha
month. In the evening, a large
"Thada Dipa" was lit with quin-
tals of ghee at the Mahima
Gadi and in the vicinity of the
Shunya Mandir.

Extensive arrangements
have been made by the district
administration and the police
to ensure the smooth conduct
of the event. Vendors from
various parts of the State have
set up stalls.

Dhenkanal Sp Abhlnav
Sonkar said, "Ten platoons of
police force and four platoons
of Home Guards have been
deployed along with 50 offic-
ers for the smooth function-
ing of Joranda Mela."

"Special arrangements have
been made for five temples.
The main temple, Gadi
Mandir has specific arrange-
ments in place at the entry and
exit points for hassle-free
transactions," he added fur-
ther.

The mela is held every year
by the followers of Mahima
Swami, the founder of the
Mahima sect, after his demise.

Swami's followers have bullt
a large temple on his grave
with no entrance as the sect
does not believe in worship-
ping idols. The followers be-
lieve that God has no specific
shape, size, caste or colour.

According to legend,
Swami, originally known as
Jogeswar Das, spent years in
deep penance in the Himalayas
between 1802 and 1810. After-
wards, he chose Joranda as his
permanent residence. During
his travels, he rescued poet
Bhima Bhoi from a deep hole
on his way to Jaka village and
accepted him as his first dis-
ciple.
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Subhadra heneficiaries’ No. to reach 1 cr

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

Subhadra Yojana, the flag-
ship women's welfare scheme
of the current Odisha BJP gov-
ernment, has already reached
98 lakh women beneficiaries,
stated Deputy Chief Minister
Pravati Parida on Tuesday.

She said that an additional
2 lakh women are set to be-
come beneficiaries soon ahead
of disbursement of the next
instalment of the scheme's
money, bringing the total
number of beneficiaries to 1
crore.

Parida appealed to the
women who have not enabled
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
to visit their banks and com-

plete the process immediately.
Additionally, she also guided
women who believe they are
eligible but have been rejected
to meet a Subhadra Commit-
tee member for clarification at

Jayadev Vihar-N'kanan
flyover work soon

"To be completed
in 2027-28

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

Construction work on a

new flyover connecting
Jayadev Vihar and
Nandankanan in

Bhubaneswar would com-
mence soon, stated Works
Minister Prithviraj
Harichandan on Tuesday.

During an interaction with
the media, Harichandan
stated that the State Govern-
ment has already approved
the initial proposal for the
overbridge and that focus
would now be given to prepar-
ing technical outlines for the
project.

The minister shared that
the current plans involve con-
struction of a 4-lane flyover
stretching from Jayadev Vihar
Square to Nandankanan
Square. Approach and escape
ways would be provided at
major intersections along the
route to ensure proper conve-
nience to the commuters.

The existing roads would
also continue to function be-
low the flyover, vastly im-
proving traffic congestion that

In Odisha

currently plagues key junc-
tions such as Damana Square
and Patia Chhak.

Furthermore, Harichandan
clarified that the existing NH-
16 flyover passing through
Jayadev Vihar would not be
demolished and the new
overbridge would be con-
nected to it for seamless con-
nectivity.

"The new flyover will serve
as a lifeline for Bhubaneswar.
Along with the aim to ease traf-
fic congestion, the flyover is
also being constructed to en-
sure that no land procurement
inconvenience affects the
people, which would have been
the case with road expansion,"
the minister added.

With regard to a deadline
for project completion,
Harichandan said that he ex-
pects alarge part of the flyover
to be complete by the 2027-

2028 financial year.
It is worth mentioning that
the Jayadev Vihar-

Nandankanan flyover project
comes amid a slew of develop-
ment projects in
Bhubaneswar including plans
for city expansion, a new tech
park and ring roads.

the earliest.

"Subhadra Yojana will soon
reach 1 crore women. I appeal
to all women to enable DBT
in their bank accounts and
visit their bank branches and
the ensured funds will be dis-
bursed soon thereafter," she
said while adding that the lists
of eligible beneficiaries are
available at Anganwadi Cen-
tres, district offices and block
offices.

On February 8, the State
Government disbursed the
fourth phase of financial sup-
port under the Subhadra
Yojana, benefiting over 18 lakh
women. The Deputy CM had
then highlighted the scheme's
success, noting it reached 98

lakh women in seven months,

emphasising  the  BJP
government's commitment to
empowering women.

Meanwhile, the second in-
stalment of the Subhadra
Yojana will be released on
March 8, coinciding with the
International Women's Day.
The government has set
March 31 as the deadline for
registration to avail the
Subhadra Yojana benefits.

Earlier, the Deputy CM had
also appealed to eligible
women living and working
outside the State to apply for
the scheme to ensure a maxi-
mum reach of the welfare ben-
efits guaranteed under the
scheme.

State Govt’s failure

No move for Rangel

RAJEEVRATHAN = BRAHMAPUR

The Central Government
recently informed the Rajya
Sabha that it has not received
any proposal from the Odisha
Government for establishing a
greenfield  airport  at
Rangeilunda in Ganjam. This
revelation, in response to a query
from BJD MP Sasmit Patra, has
sparked criticism of the State
Governments inaction.
Residents of Ganjam dis-
trict have long demanded bet-
ter air connectivity. “With
rapid industrialisation in

In Twin City

(ops launch drive against traffic 1

Collect fines of
Rs 95K on first

day
PNS m BHUBANESWAR

The Commissionerate po-
lice on Monday launched a
crackdown on traffic offend-
ers using loud horns, black
films on doors and modified
silencers.

The cops carried out checks
at five strategic locations. On
the first day of the operation
on Monday, fines of Rs 95,000
were collected from vehicle
owners for various violations.

Checks were conducted at
prominent junctions, includ-
ing Nandankanan, Jayadev
Vihar and AG Squares in
Bhubaneswar and Link Road
in Cuttack.

In response to non-compli-
ance with vehicle regulations,
cops removed black films from
19 cars while 25 vehicles with
modified silencers were seized.

Ganjam, air connectivity to
major cities is essential,”
Odisha Development Forum
convenor Ram  Prasad
Tripathy said. He criticised the
State’s lack of initiative, high-
lighting that the proposed
900-meter runway would only
accommodate 9- to 12-seater
flights to Bhubaneswar or
Visakhapatnam, making it a
waste of resources.

Tripathy stressed that after
Bhubaneswar, Brahmapur is
the only city in Odisha with
the potential for full-fledged
airport status.

As many as 72 vehicles were
seized for illegal parking on
roadsides.

Traffic officials have con-
firmed that these inspections
would be intensified further.

The drive highlights the in-
creasing priority given to road
safety and compliance with le-
gal standards within urban
areas.

"The special drive is being
carried out by police with as-
sistance from Regional Trans-
port Office (RTO) personnel.
Some vehicle owners and driv-
ers have become aware. How-
ever, still, there are some oth-
ers who are flouting the pre-
scribed motor vehicle norms,"
DCP (Traffic) Tapan Mohanty
said.

"An advisory had been pre-
viously issued by the police on
February 6 and relaxation was
given till February 10. There-
after, a crackdown on the use
of black films and modified
horns was started today. Ba-

NHRC asks Odisha Govt

Prepare SOPto prevent lightning, for rehab ofvictims

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

T he National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
on February 6 has directed the
Chief Secretary of Odisha to
formulate a Standard Operat-
ing Procedure (SOP) for pro-
viding compensation and
support to the families of the
deceased and injured people
due to lightning and thunder-
storm in the State.

Acting on a petition filed by
rights activist and advocate
Radhakanta Tripathy, the
NHRC passed the order.

In its order, the NHRC ob-
served, "Tripathy suggested

unda airport: Centre

He also questioned why lo-
cal leaders have failed to push
for renaming the Rangeilunda
airstrip as Brahmapur Air-
port. Moreover, he pointed
out that the Union Civil Avia-
tion Minister’s constituency
borders Brahmapur, yet in-
stead of securing an interna-
tional airport for the city, a
proposal has been made for
one in Andhra Pradesh, just 20
km away.

Ganjam Collector Dibya
Jyoti Parida stated, “We have
forwarded the people’s de-
mand to the government.”

e violators

sically, we want to make people
aware," Mohanty said

Four-wheelers windows
must allow at least 70 per cent
of visible light to pass through
the front and rear windows
and 50 per cent for the side
windows.

However, road safety ex-
perts said the drive is symbolic
and meant to fulfil the cops'
target to collect fines from
traffic offenders before the end
of the financial year in March
2025. The offences include
wrong-side driving, triple-
riding and mobile phone use
during driving is rampant in
the city. Drives should be car-
ried out against these offences
under the MV Act.

Notably, Odisha has wit-
nessed over 50,000 road acci-
dents in the past decade. Fol-
lowing the advice from the
Supreme Court's Committee
on Road Safety, the measures
have been intensified to safe-
guard road users.

several steps in detail to re-
duce the fatalities and injuries
from lightning. The complain-
ant also stressed to formulate
an SOP for providing compen-
sation and support to the vic-
tims' families. Since, the
Goverment of Odisha has al-
ready been working to reduce
the fatalities, the Commission
is of the view that suggestions
submitted by the complainant
may be considered by the Gov-
ernment of Odisha for further
policy farming in this regard."

The petitioner raised the is-
sue of death due to lightning
and thunderstorm. He cited
the incidents of death due to

Remuna
Tehsildar in
Vig net

S )

7 locations raided
PNS = BALESWAR

The Vigilance police
launched searches on seven
locations of Bidyadhar Pati,
Tehsildar of Remuna, on the
allegation of possessing dis-
proportionate assets to his
known sources of income.

The Vigilance team in-
cluded six DSPs, three Inspec-
tors, 10 ASIs and supporting
staffs, who conducted the
raids on the strength of search
warrants issued by the Special
Judge, Vigilance,
Bhubaneswar.

The seven locations where
house searches were carried
out included a flat at Tamarin
Terraces, Sailashree Vihar,
Bhubaneswar; a flat (3BHK
Executive) at Asotech Pride,
Rudrapur, Bhubaneswar; a
double-storied building at
Kuruda under the Sadar po-
lice station, Baleswar; paternal
house at Ainri under the Soro
police station, Baleswar; Pati's
office chamber; his place of
stay at Baleswar; and one of
his relatives' house located at
Mars Villa, HN-7,
Panchasakha Nagar,
Dumduma, Bhubaneswar.

The searches were in
progress and further reports
were awaited.

lightning and thunderbolt
from Kendrapada, Baleswar,
Bhadrak and Dhenkanal dis-
tricts where the government
has yet not made any action
plan to minimise the lightning
related deaths. Pursuant to the
notice of the NHRC, the State
of Odsha in its reply submit-
ted that the government has
taken a series of initiatives to
create awareness on lightning.

Besides, it said that "light-
ning" per se has been recog-
nized as Natural Calamity u/s
3(1) of the Odisha Relief Code
and has been categorized as
"State Specific Disaster” by the
Odisha State Disaster Man-

agement Authority (OSDMA).
Tripathy in his rejoinder
dated 10.12.2024, suggested
several steps in detail to re-
duce the fatalities and injuries
from lightning like creating
public awareness, installation
of advanced lightning detec-
tion systems for real-time
weather forecasting and warn-
ing, safe shelter initiatives, in-
frastructure and building
regulations, training for emer-
gency responders, data collec-
tion and research, promoting
lightning safety practices, im-
proved disaster management
plans and establishing com-
munity resilience building.

Daspalla-Boudh to ensure

thrill-packed t

4 tunnels being
built on the

stretch
MAHESH SATPATHY ® BOUDH

The Khordha-Bolangir
railway line, a vital project for
Odisha, is nearing completion,
featuring seven tunnels, in-
cluding four in Boudh district.

The ambitious project will
connect western Odisha with
eastern Odisha, spanning 310
km. The railway line's con-
struction has been challenging
due to the hilly terrain. To
overcome this, the Railway is
building seven tunnels be-
tween Nayagarh and Boudh.
One of the tunnels, located at
Adanigarh, is the longest, mea-
suring 4.185 km.

According to the railway

rain journey

report, despite the soil condi-
tions being relatively light, the
construction work on the
Khordha-Bolangir railway
line is progressing at a rapid
pace.The introduction of train
communication on the
Khordha-Bolangir railway
line will not only save valuable
time for passengers but also
provide a comfortable and
convenient journey experi-
ence. Once completed, the
Khordha-Bolangir railway
line promises a thrilling jour-
ney experience for passengers,
particularly the stretch from
Dasapalla in Nayagarh to
Boudh, which passes through
all seven tunnels. The opening
of the train route is highly an-
ticipated, offering a unique
and exciting experience for
travellers.

Tribal qirl gang-raped in Koraput

4 youths detained

by police
PNS m KORAPUT

A minor tribal girl was al-
legedly gang-raped while she
had gone to watch a Jatra
show at the Budhi Thakurani
festival in Biriguda village un-
der Laxmipur tehsil of
Koraput district on Monday.

The girl was returning
home after watching the play
when a group of youths ab-
ducted her in the cover of dark-
ness and subsequently out-
raged her modesty. The victim
managed to return home and
narrated her ordeal, following
which family members lodged
a complaint with police.

As per the latest reports,
police have detained four
youths in connection with the
incident. Sources stated that
soon after receiving the com-
plaint, the cops launched a
massive hunt to nab the ac-
cused under the direction of
the Koraput SP.

Officers from the Laxmipur
and Kakiriguma police sta-
tions and their IICs led the
operation and apprehended
four suspects from the
Kashipur police station area
of Rayagada district.

Sources said authorities
were conducting an extensive
interrogation of the detained
accused to ascertain the nature
of the crime and decide further
course of action.

Menstrual leave: A win for women, a test for employers

cknowledging the women's
Ahealth needs and bodily

autonomy, the idea of
menstrual leave is an important
policy step for India. On August 15,
2024, with the announcement of
Deputy Chief Minister Pravati
Parida, Odisha became the third
State in the country to introduce
the menstrual leave policy for
working women. This was a brave
move by the incumbent govern-
ment to initiate a progressive step
towards dignity, inclusivity and
workplace equality for women.
Since then, this policy has been
deeply scrutinised by two schools
of thought. Supporters favour the
policy citing it as a tool of inclu-
sion. Furthermore, they consider it
as a pathway to address gender-spe-
cific needs as well as to promote
workplace equality. However, crit-
ics worry that frequent menstrual
leave could reinforce the stereotype
and age- old notion that women are
"less capable and weak". While some
organisations have adopted this
policy still its widespread social ac-
ceptance remains limited due to tra-
ditional mindsets and taboos sur-

struation.

ABASH PARIDA

rounding with the women's men-

Menstrual leave highlights the
crucial issues of health, gender equal-
ity, and societal attitudes in India's
evolving work culture. Simply put,
menstrual leave allows working
women to take paid or unpaid leave
during their periods ensuring com-
fort and wellbeing in the workplace.
Aswe know; many women experience
health issues during menstruation
and this makes difficult for them to
work while in pain. The aim of men-
strual leave policy is to relieve them

from this compulsion. Sociologists
argue that such leave is not just about
acknowledging women's biological
issue but also it is about fostering
a healthier gender sensitivity work

environment.

However, in a conservative and
tradition-driven country like India,
menstruation remains a taboo
subject. Discussions around it are
often seen as impure, shameful or
strictly personal as it is deeply
rooted in cultural stigma. Given

= this mindset, implementing a men-
strual leave policy has been facing
significant challenges because open
conversations about menstruation
are still widely discouraged.
Often, a general question arises
who really demands menstrual
leave - urban working women or
their rural counterpart ? A survey
reveals that 73% of women across
all sectors and from different de-
mographic areas support this
policy. However, many social sci-
ence researchers highlight a core
troubling reality, that is, "the idea
of menstrual leave is often met with
resistance, misunderstanding and
even ridicule". For example, in ru-

ral Maharashtra, a woman who
took menstrual leave faced humili-
ation not only from the male col-
leagues but also from her own fe-
male peers as well as from her fam-
ily for openly discussing it.

Since 1992, Bihar has been pro-
viding two days of menstrual leave
every month, but ironically many
workplaces still struggle with its
proper implementation. Women
often hesitate to take the leave due
to unclear policies and administra-
tive hurdles. Similarly, Kerala in-
troduced menstrual leave in 2023.
As far as the private sector is con-
cerned, companies like Zomato in-
troduced menstrual leave in 2022.
However, while many praised this
step, critics argued that such poli-
cies could discourage employers
from hiring women due to concerns
about productivity and additional
costs over leave. In some cases, male
employees have expressed resent-
ment. For instance, at Culture Ma-
chine, a company that introduced
menstrual leave, male workers
viewed it as an unfair policy. As a
result, some organisations are re-
considering their stance to avoid

workplace conflicts.

HR professionals note that com-
panies face technical difficulties in
balancing menstrual leave with at-
tendance policies. Some employers
consider it an "additional privilege"
rather than an essential right. Some
believe menstrual leave could cre-
ate a perception that women are
less capable than men. Before such
leave was officially recognised,
women worked through their pe-
riods. Now, some employers and
colleagues view them as weaker or
less-committed.

In male-dominated industries,
this has led to suspicions that men-
strual leave could be misused. In
some countries like Indonesia,
medical proof is required for men-
strual leave which raises concerns
about women's physical au-
tonomy. In India, incidents like the
forced menstrual checks of 66 girls
in Gujarat's Bhuj district and a
similar case in Muzaffarnagar high-
light the dangers of such policies
when misused. Many women prefer
to take menstrual leave as "sick leave"
to avoid judgment. This shows that
sensitivity and respect are crucial

cies.

when designing menstrual leave poli-

Studies suggest that menstrual
leave may unintentionally limit
women's career growth. A research
in Mumbai found that women who
took menstrual leave were less likely
to receive promotions. It is because
the employers viewed them as less-
dedicated to their work compared to
men. A more extreme example comes
from Maharashtra's Beed district,
where over 10,000 female sugarcane
workers reportedly underwent hys-
terectomies to avoid menstrual and
pregnancy-related work disruptions.
This highlights the harsh realities
faced by women in labour-intensive
industries.

While menstrual leave is crucial
for women's health, implementing it
in small businesses and informal sec-
tors remains a challenge. The "Men-
strual Health in the Workplace" sur-
vey found that over half of employ-
ers and employees are unaware of
how menstrual health impacts pro-
ductivity and workplace inclusion.
Only a few organisations have actu-
ally implemented menstrual leave,
and those that have report no nega-

tive impact on productivity.
Countries like Spain, Japan, Indo-
nesia, the Philippines, Taiwan, South
Korea, Zambia and Vietnam intro-
duced menstrual leave policies years
ago. However, in India, discussions
remain centred around social stigma
rather than policy implementation.
The Menstrual Benefit Bill (2017) and
the Right of Women to Sexual, Re-
productive and Menstruation Bill
(2018) never passed. The Supreme
Court has left the decision on men-
strual leave to the government, but
India still lacks a national policy or
clear guidelines on the issue.
Menstrual leave acknowledges the
physical and emotional challenges
women face. However, experts re-
main cynical about its implementa-
tion in different work cultures. Be-
yond administrative hurdles, social
stigma and bias continue to shape
workplace attitudes. With the right
approach, menstrual leave can em-
power women rather than create new
barriers in their professional lives.

(Dr Parida is an entrepreneur,
columnist and author
abash.parida@gmail.com
8456879522)
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Indian economy seeing speedy
rebound Nirmala Sitharaman

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday
said that the Indian economy
is seeing a "speedy rebound"
from 5.4 per cent growth
clocked in the second quarter
of the current fiscal, and the
government shall take mea-
sures to ensure that India
remains the world's fastest-
growing economy.

Replying to discussions on the
Union Budget for 2025-26 in
the Lok Sabha, the finance
minister said the Budget has
taken various steps to increase
liquidity in the hands of peo-
ple while maintaining fiscal
prudence by using 99 per
cent of the borrowing in FY'26
to fund capital expenditure.
She also said that inflation
management receives the
highest priority of this gov-
ernment with retail inflation
within the tolerance band of
2-6 per cent. Inflation trend,
particularly in food, appears
to be moderating, she added.
Speaking about GDP growth,
Sitharaman said in the three
years prior to 2024-25, the
country's GDP growth rate
averaged about 8 per cent.
The Indian economy is pro-
jected to grow at 6.4 per cent
in the current fiscal - the
lowest pace in four years. The
Finance Ministry's Economic
Survey has projected growth
in next fiscal FY'26 to be
between 6.3 per cent to 6.8 per
cent.

Flnance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks in the Lok Sabha durmg the Budge session of Parliament, in New Delhi PTI

Sitharaman said only in two
out of 12 quarters, India's
growth rate touched 5.4 or
remained below it. The GDP
growth in the second quarter
(July-September) slowed to 7
per cent-quarter low of 5.4 per
cent.

"...On account of strong eco-
nomic foundation, a speedy
rebound is happening, and we
shall take measures which
will going forward, help in
keeping our economy growing
fastest as in the last few years.
We will continue to remain
the fastest-growing econo-
my," the minister said.

Sitharaman said the private
final consumption expendi-
ture is expected to grow by 7.3
per cent in the current fiscal
driven by a good rural
demand.

The private final consumption
expenditure is estimated to be
61.8 per cent of the nominal
GDP, which is the highest
since 2002-03, she added.
Sitharaman said the effective
capital expenditure in FY'26 is
%15.48 Lakh Crore, which is
4.3 per cent of GDP.

The Government is targeting
a fiscal deficit of ¥15.68 Lakh
Crore, which is 4.4 per cent of

the GDP in FY'26. Fiscal
deficit is the difference
between government revenue
and expenditure and the gap
is met by market borrowings.
"...The government is using
almost the entire borrowed
resources for financing effec-
tive capital expenditure.

So the borrowings are not
going for revenue expenditure
or committed expenditure, or
any of those kinds.

It is going only for creating
capital assets.

"So, in effect, the government
intends to use about 99 per
cent of borrowed resources to

finance effective capital
expenditure in the upcoming
year," she said in the Lok
Sabha.

Sitharaman said the Budget
has come in a time of
immense uncertainties,
changes in the global macro-
economic environment, stag-
nating global growth and
sticky inflation.

The world's scenario in the
last 10 years turned 180
degrees, and making Budget is
more challenging now than
ever before, she said, adding
Budget balances national
development necessities with
fiscal priorities.

On the weakening of rupee
against the US dollar, the
minister said various global
and domestic factors are influ-
encing the value of rupee
against the US dollar.

The Indian rupee has depre-
ciated 3.3 per cent against the
US dollar between October
2024 and January 2025, but
the decline has been lower
than that in some of its Asian
peers. South Korean Won and
Indonesian Rupiah depreciat-
ed by 8.1 per cent and 6.9 per
cent, respectively in this peri-
od. Further, all G-10 curren-
cies also depreciated during
this period by more than 6 per
cent with Euro and British
Pound depreciating by 6.7
per cent and 7.2 per cent,
respectively.

Sitharaman also said there
has been no cut in transfer to
states and ¥25.01 Lakh Crore
will be transferred in FY'26.
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Speaker Om Birla defends Sanskrit
interpretation amid DMK objections

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and DMK MP Dayanidhi Maran during the Budget session of Parliament, in New

Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

DMK MP Dayanidhi
Maran on Tuesday
alleged that taxpayers' money
was being wasted by provid-
ing simultaneous interpreta-
tion of Lok Sabha proceed-
ings in Sanskrit due to RSS
ideology, prompting Speaker
Om Birla to hit back saying
Sanskrit has been the prima-
ry language of India.

A visibly upset Birla said simul-
taneous interpretation of House
proceedings was not limited to
Sanskrit alone but other recog-
nised languages too.
"Simultaneous interpretation
will be available in Hindi and
Sanskrit," Birla said.

Soon after the Question Hour

concluded, Birla said he was
happy to announce that six
more languages - Bodo,
Dogri, Maithili, Manipuri,
Sanskrit and Urdu - have
been included in the list of
languages in which simulta-
neous interpretation was
available for members.

He said besides English and
Hindi, simultaneous inter-
pretation is available in
Assamese, Bangla, Gujarati,
Kannada, Malayalam,
Marathi, Odiya, Punjabi,
Tamil and Telugu.

When Birla made the
announcement, DMK mem-
bers started raising slogans
prompting the Speaker to
ask Maran what his "problem"
was. Maran said while he
welcomed simultaneous
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interpretation of official state
languages, he had objections
to Sanskrit interpretation as
it was "not communicable".
He cited the 2011 population
survey to claim that Sanskrit
was spoken by 73,000 people.
"Why should taxpayers'
money be wasted because of
RSS ideology," he said.

Birla hit back, asking the
DMK member which country
he was residing in. "This is
Bharat and its primary lan-
guage has been Sanskrit. I
said 22 languages, not
Sanskrit alone. Why do you
object to Sanskrit. There are
22 recognised languages in
Parliament. Simultaneous
interpretation will take place
in Hindi as well as Sanskrit,"
he asserted.

Government to use Al to
crack down on Cyber fraud

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

The government is planning to
use Artificial Intelligence
(AI) identify 'mule’ accounts,
where cyber fraudsters park
swindled funds, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah has said.
Chairing a meeting of the
Parliamentary Consultative
Committee for the Ministry of
Home Affairs on the topic of
'Cyber Security and Cyber Crime'
on Monday, Shah also said that
for national security reasons,
805 apps and 3,266 website links
have been blocked based on the
recommendations of the Indian
Cybercrime Coordination Centre
(I4C), the government's cyber-
crime monitoring and detection
wing.

Additionally, he said, 399 banks
and financial intermediaries have
come on board, over six lakh sus-
picious data points have been
shared, more than 19 lakh mule
accounts have been caught, and
suspicious transactions worth ¥
2,038 Crore have been prevent-
ed.

Shah said efforts are underway to
use Artificial Intelligence (AI) for
identifying mule accounts, in
coordination with the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and all
banks to establish a system for
their detection, an official state-
ment said.

The home minister said the gov-
ernment will ensure the closure
of mule accounts before they
even become operational. A
mule account is a bank account
used by criminals to move stolen
money. He said a total of 1,43,000
FIRs have been registered on the
I4C portal which has been used
by more than 19 Crore people.
In light of financial cyber fraud,
the '1930' helpline provides a one-

point solution offering various
services, such as blocking cards,
Shah said.

He said the government has also
ensured that people are made
aware of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's mantra 'STOP-
THINK-TAKE ACTION' to
make them more vigilant against
cybercrime.

In recent years, there has been an
expansion of digital infrastruc-
ture in India, which has natural-
ly led to an increase in the num-
ber of cyber attacks, the home
minister said.

When the cyberspace is looked
at from a different perspective, it
forms a complex network of
'software’, 'services', and 'users, he
noted.

"Until we consider controlling
cyber fraud through software,
services, and users, it will be
impossible to resolve the issues of
cyberspace," he said.

Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Modi, the Ministry of
Home Affairs has taken several
significant steps towards making
India a cyber-safe nation, Shah
said.

He added that cybercrime has
erased all geographical bound-
aries and called it a 'borderless’
and 'formless' crime, as it has no
limits or fixed form. India has
witnessed a 'digital revolution' in

the last decade and without
understanding the size and scale
of this digital revolution, "we can-
not face the challenges in the
cyber domain", the home min-
ister said.

Today, 95 per cent villages in the
country are digitally connected,
while one lakh gram panchayats
are equipped with Wi-Fi
hotspots, he said.

In the past 10 years, the number
of internet users has increased by
4.5 times and in 2024, a total of
246 trillion transactions worth
%17.221 Lakh Crore were made
through UPL

In 2024, 48 per cent of global dig-
ital transactions took place in
India, and in terms of the start-
up ecosystem, India has become
the third-largest country in the
world, Shah said. In 2023, he said,
the contribution of the digital
economy to the gross domestic
product (GDP) was around 332
Lakh Crore, which is 12 per cent,
while nearly 15 million jobs
were created in this period.
Shah also said that today India
has become the third-largest
country in the world in terms of
digital landscape, and the digital
economy contributes 20 per cent
to the total economy of the
country. The Ministry of Home
Affairs’ goal is to ensure zero
cybercrime case, he said.

Trouble mounts for Ranveer Allahbad|a YouTube blocks controversial episode

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Aday after he hit the spotlight
with a comment on parents
and sex, trouble mounted for
influencer Ranveer Allahbadia
on Tuesday with Mumbai police
at his doorstep, YouTube pulling
down the episode of "India’s Got
Latent" and the issue being
raised in Parliament.

The internet personality, with
over 16 Million followers across
social media platforms, landed
in soup after the clip with his
comments started making the
rounds on social media on
Monday and led to massive
debate on freedom of speech
and what constitutes decency.
Allahbadia tried to defuse the
situation by issuing a video
apology where he called his
comment a "lapse in judge-
ment" but the issue has refused

to die down.

Raising the matter in Parliament
during Zero Hour, Shiv Sena
MP Naresh Mhaske called for a
law to regulate social media. He
said there was a need to enact a
law to regulate social media plat-
forms where influencers are
posting "all kinds of nonsense"
in the name of freedom of
speech. "The inappropriate
things they said yesterday should

be censored. There should be
censorship on influencers' con-
tent, and today I also raised this
issue in Parliament, suggesting
that action should be taken
against them.If such individuals
continue to spread negativity,
action should be taken against
them," Mhaske said PTI.

The National Commission for
Women (NCW) on Tuesday
expressed strong concern and

asked Allahabadia, Samay Raina,
Apoorva Makhija, Jaspreet
Singh, and Ashish Chanchlani,
as well as the show's producers
Tushar Poojari and Saurabh
Bothra to appear before it on
February 17 in New Delhi.
The summons came after
Women and Child
Development Minister
Annapurna Devi said her min-
istry will seek a report from the
NCW in this regard.

The NCW also urged
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw to
take immediate regulatory mea-
sures to address the prevalence
of obscene content on various
Over-The-Top (OTT) platforms
and social-media streaming
sites. Following orders from the
government, YouTube India has
blocked the episode in which the
controversial comment was
made.

"The 'India Has Latent' (India's
Got Latent) episode on
@YouTube with obscene and
perverse comments by Ranveer
Allahbadia has been blocked fol-
lowing Government of India
orders," Kanchan Gupta, senior
adviser in the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
said in a post on X.

A team of Mumbai Police was
spotted outside Allahbadia's res-
idence on Tuesday. The
YouTuber is facing police com-
plaints in Guwahati and Indore.
The Maharashtra Cyber
Department has also registered
the case under relevant sections
of the IT Act and sought
removal of all episodes - total 18
- of the comedy show.
Summonses are being sent to
about 30 guests who have par-
ticipated in the show from the
first episode till now, a police
official said.

Jairam Ramesh opposes Aravalli safari
project, citing ecological concerns

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Tuesday backed
calls for scrapping the proposed
Aravalli Zoo Safari project in
south Haryana, saying the pur-
pose of any intervention there
should be conservation and
restoration, not destruction or
monetisation.

Ramesh shared on social media
a letter written by a group of
retired Indian Forest Services
officers to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, urging him to
put an end to the "destructive"
Aravalli Zoo Safari project pro-
posed in the Delhi-bordering
state.

"Thirty seven retired Indian
Forest Services officers from
across the country have written
aletter to the Prime Minister urg-
ing him to put an end to the
destructive Aravalli Zoo Safari
project proposed in south
Haryana," the former Union
environment minister said.

The Aravalli forests in Haryana
are arguably the most degraded
forests in the country and are par-
ticularly important for ecological
balance in a state that has the low-
est forest cover in India, the for-
mer environment minister said.
“In this context, the primary pur-
pose of any intervention in this
eco-sensitive area should be con-
servation and restoration, not
destruction or monetisation,"

Ramesh said.

The letter read that the Aravalli
Mountain System is under high-
ly stressed conditions due to
anthropogenic activities and it
needs Prime Minister Modi's
attention to save the ecological
and geological heritage.
"Recent scientific
studies/researches have exposed
the severe unrepairable envi-
ronmental damages that have
taken place due to ongoing land
use changes in the Aravallis.
The studies reveal that the con-
tinuous destruction of these frag-
ile hill ecosystems is causing
significant irreversible biodiver-
sity losses," the letter said.

The officers said the primary pur-
pose of any intervention in an

eco-sensitive area should be con-
servation and restoration and not
destruction.

"Around 2009, the Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram
declared a biodiversity park and
partnered with civil society, cor-
porates and residents to plant
trees and restore the forest. Today,
it has nearly 200 species of native
plants, 183 species of birds,
numerous species of reptiles and
insects," it pointed out.
Gurugram and Nuh Aravallis
need rewilding of natural forests
like this and not destructive zoo
safari projects, the letter dated
February six said. "Therefore,
Forests are essential lungs for
breathing and sustenance of
humans.

India, Egypt kick off Joint Special
Forces Exercise Cyclone-lll

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

he third edition of Joint

Special Forces Exercise
Cyclone involving India and
Egypt commenced at
Mahajan Field Firing Ranges,
Rajasthan on Monday,
defence ministry announced
on Tuesday. The exercise will
end on February 23.
It is an annual event con-
ducted alternatively in India
and Egypt.
Last edition of the same exer-
cise was conducted in Egypt
in January last year.
The Indian contingent com-
prising 25 personnel will be
represented by troops from
two Special Forces Battalions.
Egypt contingent also com-

prising 25 personnel will be
represented by Special Forces
Group and Task Force of
Egyptian Special Forces.
Aim of Exercise Cyclone is to
promote military-military
relationship between the two
countries through enhance-
ment of interoperability,
jointness and mutual
exchange of special opera-
tions tactics.

The exercise will focus on
high degree of physical fit-
ness, joint planning and joint
tactical drills.

Drills aspects to be rehearsed
during the exercise will
include advanced special
forces skills and various other
tactics, techniques and pro-
cedures as per the current
operational paradigm.

The exercise will culminate
in a 48-hour long validation
exercise to rehearse and val-
idate the tactical drills for
counter terrorism operations
in desert semi-desert ter-
rain.

The exercise will also
include a display of indige-
nous military equipment
and an overview of the
defence manufacturing
industry for the Egyptian
side. The drill will enable the
two sides to share their best
practices in tactics, tech-
niques and procedures of
conducting tactical opera-
tions. The exercise will also
facilitate developing bon-
homie and camaraderie
between soldiers of both the
sides.

Panchayati Raj Ministry to release Devolution Index Report

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Minister of State for
Panchayati Raj S P Singh
Baghel will release the compre-
hensive Devolution Index Report
on panchayats in the country on
Thursday. It will provide insights
into the progress of decentrali-
sation across states and Union
Territories, the ministry said on
Tuesday.

The Panchayati Raj Ministry in
a statement issued here said the
report titled "Status of Devolution
to Panchayats in States - An
Indicative Evidence Based
Ranking 2024", will be released
by the Minister on February 13.
The ministry said it marks a mile-
stone in India's journey towards
empowering Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) and realizing
the vision of "Local Self
Government" of the 73rd

Minister of state for Panchayati Raj S P Singh Baghel

Constitutional Amendment.
"The Devolution Index, a result
of meticulous research and
empirical analysis, provides
insights into the progress of
decentralisation across States
and Union Territories," the min-
istry said.

Going beyond conventional met-
rics, the Index evaluates six crit-
ical dimensions: Framework,
Functions, Finances,
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Functionaries, Capacity Building,
and Accountability of the
Panchayats. "The Index specifi-
cally examines how 'free'
Panchayats are to make and
implement independent deci-
sions, reflecting the true spirit of
Article 243G of the Constitution.
This article empowers State leg-
islatures to devolve powers and
responsibilities to Panchayats
across 29 subjects listed in the

Eleventh Schedule," they said.
The ministry added that the
Devolution Index will serve asa
tool for strengthening coopera-
tive federalism and local self-gov-
ernance, enabling States to iden-
tify areas for improvement and
adopt best practices for more
empowered and effective
Panchayats.

It said the index will provide
transparency in tracking
Panchayat functioning and
resource allocation for citizens,
data-driven insights for advoca-
cy and reform for elected repre-
sentatives, and will serve as a
roadmap for implementing effec-
tive decentralization policies for
government officials.
Policymakers can use the
Devolution Index to assess the
overall health oflocal governance
and identify where reforms are
most urgently needed, the min-
istry added.

Haryana to
build jungle
safari in
Gurugram

STAFF REPORTER B
GURUGRAM

The Haryana Government
is making all efforts to
ensure that tourists get inter-
national-level facilities in the
world's largest jungle safari
proposed in Gurugram.

In continuation of this,
Environment, Forest and
Wildlife Minister Rao Narbir
Singh is constantly visiting
major wildlife rescue centers
and jungle safaris in the
country and abroad, taking
stock of the measures taken
to preserve wildlife there
and the facilities being pro-
vided to visitors in the jun-
gle safari.

The Environment Minister,
along with departmental offi-
cials associated with the pro-
ject, visited the Gorewada
Wildlife Safari in Nagpur,
Maharashtra and Vantara
Wildlife Rescue Center in
Jamnagar, Gujarat and direct-
ed the concerned officials to
study the best services and
facilities provided there. He
said the jungle safari to be
built in Gurugram will be the
world's largest jungle safari,
so his effort is to provide the
best mix of all the best
wildlife rescue centers and
jungle safaris in the world
here.

He said the start of this pro-
ject in the Aravalli mountain
range will increase the foot-
fall of tourists, create
employment opportunities
locally and promote tourism.
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Pilgrims fleeced as costs soar at Maha Kumbh

BISWAJEET BANERJEE W
PRAYAGRAJ

ith an unprecedented
s / \ ; 45 Crore devotees con-
verging at the Sangam

for the Maha Kumbh, pilgrims
are facing severe price gouging
for essential services. From exor-
bitant boat fares to overpriced
food and transport, those arriv-
ing with faith and devotion are
being forced to shell out thou-
sands even before stepping foot
into the sacred ghats.

A boat ride to the Sangam,
which is officially priced at 3150
per person, has become a luxu-
ry few can afford. Boatmen are
demanding anywhere between
1,000 and 1,500, leaving pil-
grims with little choice. “This is
extortion in the name of reli-
gion,” fumed Ashok Verma,
who had come from Lucknow
with his family. “We wanted to
take a holy dip, not be robbed
blind!”

Some pilgrims, especially the
elderly, are struggling to pay
such hefty amounts. “I saved for
years to come to the Kumbh, but
I never imagined I would be
spending thousands just to get
to the Sangam,” said a visibly
upset Geeta Devi from
Madhubani, Bihar.

Devotees converging at the sangam for the Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj

PTI

Parking to mela ground: A
pricey journey

The ordeal does not end at the
river. Pilgrims arriving by car or
bus are facing another financial
hurdle-transport from the park-
ing bays to the mela ground.
With no regulated local trans-
port, opportunistic youth are
charging %500 for a ride cover-
ing barely two kilometers.

“I could have walked if T was not

carrying my luggage,” said
Somnath Sanyal, a Prayagraj
resident. “But ¥500 for such a
short ride? It feels like we are
being looted at every step before
we even reach the Kumbh!”

Even basic necessities like food
and tea have seen a steep price
hike. “A simple meal that should
cost T50 is being sold for ¥150,”
complained Sunita Yadav, a
school teacher from Jhansi.

“And tea? T30 for a cup of water
with a hint of milk. If this is not
loot, what is?” Some vendors are
justifying the prices, citing high
demand and transportation
costs. But for middle-class and
poor devotees, the sudden spike
in expenses is forcing them to
cut back. “We are sharing one
meal between three people,
said Anwar Sheikh, who traveled
from West Bengal with his fam-

ily. “Faith alone cannot fill an
empty stomach.”

Relief and comfort inside the
mela grounds

However, once inside the
Kumbh Mela grounds, pilgrims
breathed a sigh of relief.
“Everything is well-organised
here. The police are managing
crowds, toilets are available, and
langars (community kitchens)
are feeding thousands,” said
Rajesh Mishra from Varanasi.
“The trouble is just getting
here!”

Many were also touched by the
kindness of locals, especially
women who allowed female
pilgrims to use their home toi-
lets due to the lack of proper san-
itation along the roads. “These
women are our saviors, said
Sarojini Devi, a devotee from
Chhattisgarh. “Had it not been
for them, the journey would
have been unbearable””

With the Kumbh attracting mil-
lions daily, the unchecked over-
pricing has left pilgrims frustrat-
ed. Many are now calling for
stricter enforcement of govern-
ment rates. “The government
has done a great job inside the
Kumbh, but what about outside?
Who is controlling the looters?”
questioned Ramesh Gupta from
Kanpur.

Devotees perfor

m rituals at ngam after taking a holy dip on the eve of ‘Maghi

o

b

Purnima’ bath festival during ongoing Maha Kumbh Mela, in Prayagraj PTI

Maha Kumbh records
45 Crore taking dip

BISWAJEET BANERJEE
PRAYAGRAJ

Chief Minister  Yogi
Adityanath had predicted
that this year’s grand
Mahakumbh would set a
historic record with 45 Crore
devotees. His forecast proved
right 15 days before the event’s
conclusion.

By 8 am on February 11, the
official count had surpassed
45 Crores, with nearly 50 Lakh
devotees taking a holy dip in
the Triveni Sangam that
morning alone.

With 15 days remaining and
two major bathing festivals yet
to occur, the total number of
bathers is expected to surpass
50 Crores-55 Crores.

The sacred confluence of Maa
Ganga, Maa Yamuna, and the
invisible =~ Maa  Saraswati
continues to witness an
overwhelming surge of faith
and devotion. Saints,
devotees, Kalpvasis, and
pilgrims from all walks of life
are taking the holy dip,
fulfilling the vision that Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had
foreseen even before
Mahakumbh began.

Even after the three significant
Amrit Snans-Makar
Sankranti, Mauni Amavasya,
and Basant Panchami-the
enthusiasm and devotion of
pilgrims remain unwavering.
Millions continue to arrive
from across India and the
world, drawn by the spiritual
magnetism of Prayagraj. The

fervor of faith persists even
beyond the last Amrit Snan as
devotees flock to the sacred
banks of the Sangam.

By Tuesday morning, 49.68
Lakh people had taken a holy
dip in the Triveni, bringing
the total count of bathers past
45 Crores. Among them were
10 Lakh Kalpvasis and saints
and devotees from across the

globe, further solidifying
Mahakumbh 2025 as an
unprecedented spiritual
spectacle.

An analysis of the total footfall
so far reveals that Mauni
Amavasya saw the highest
turnout, with eight Crore
devotees taking a holy dip. In
comparison, 3.5  Crore
devotees participated in the
Amrit Snan on Makar
Sankranti. On February 1 and
January 30, over two Crore
devotees bathed each day,
while Paush Purnima saw 1.7
Crore pilgrims take a dip.
Additionally, 2.57 Crore
devotees bathed in the Triveni
on Basant Panchami. Even
before Magh Purnima, over
one crore devotees arrived
daily at the Sangam banks for
the sacred ritual.

President Draupadi Murmu
took a holy dip in Triveni
Sangam on Monday. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, and Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath (including
cabinet) also took a holy dip in
Sangam.

Unprecedented crowd chokes Kashi

BISWAJEET BANERJEE
VARANASI

Varanasi witnessed an
unprecedented influx of
visitors, causing massive
traffic congestion across the
city and its highways.
According to police estimates,
around 12 Lakh people
arrived from outside, bringing
with them more than 60,000
vehicles. This marked the
highest single-day surge of
visitors in Kashi’s history.

With the municipal
corporation area’s population
standing at approximately 15
Lakh, the city found itself
overwhelmed, resembling a
‘Maha jam’ (massive traffic
jam). Roads were gridlocked
from highways to inner
streets, making movement
near] impossible.
Schoolchildren faced severe
delays, taking up to three
hours to reach home. By
evening, food supplies in

hotels and dhabas were
exhausted, while many
visitors with hotel and

guesthouse bookings were

unable to reach their
accommodations due to
border restrictions.

The city’s traffic management
collapsed under the pressure.
Autos and e-rickshaws were

rendered immobile, and
school buses were stuck at
multiple  locations.  The

Prayagraj-Varanasi highway
remained choked throughout
the day, with not a single
moment of respite. By 4 pm,
authorities halted vehicle
entry  from Varanasi,
Ghazipur, Gorakhpur, Deoria,
and Mau at the Kaithi toll

plaza.
The situation worsened as
borders were sealed at

multiple points. The Ghazipur
city entry was blocked before
Chaubepur  toll  plaza,
resulting in long queues of
vehicles. Similarly, traffic from
Prayagraj was halted at Jansa.
The Akhri-Mohansarai-
Mirzamurad stretch was
completely gridlocked, with
even the service lanes unfit for
pedestrian movement.
Meanwhile, the Harhua ring
road intersection to Lohrapur

saw an unbroken queue of
vehicles. The congestion
severely hampered emergency
response. Two ambulances
were caught in the jam on the
Rathyatra-Gurubag  route,
raising concerns about access
to critical medical services.
With thousands of stranded
commuters and overwhelmed
roads, the city struggled to
cope with the unexpected
deluge of visitors.

The massive congestion left
locals and pilgrims with
mixed reactions. Residents
expressed frustration over the
traffic mismanagement, with
many struggling to carry out
their daily activities.
Commuters were stranded for
hours, and businesses faced
disruptions due to supply
delays. Pilgrims, however,
viewed the overwhelming
crowd as a testament to
Kashi’s spiritual significance.
Despite the inconveniences,
many devotees remained
determined to complete their
religious journey, expressing
awe at the city’s vibrancy and
devotion.
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Rajnath Singh calls for innovative
approaches in global security

PNS B BENGALURU

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday asserted
that the evolving global securi-
ty scenario demands innovative
approaches and stronger part-
nerships.

Addressing the Defence
Ministers’ Conclave organised
as part of the Aero India 2025,
he said, India believes that
international order and peace
cannot be ensured from a posi-
tion of weakness.

“Today, increasing number of
conflicts is making our world,
a more unpredictable place.
New power plays, new methods
and new means of weaponisa-
tion, increased role of non-state
actors and disruptive technolo-
gies, have made the world
order more fragile,” the defence
minister said.

At the same time, the distinc-
tion between security of the
borders and internal security is
getting blurred, as hybrid war-
fare can target critical nation-
al infrastructure even during
the peace time, he said, “The
definition of front line is chang-
ing fast today. Moreover, the
dimensions of cyberspace and
outer space are challenging the
established definition of sover-
eignty”

“It is my firm belief that the
evolving global security sce-
nario demands innovative
approaches and stronger part-
nerships. India’s engagements in
the global stage exemplifies
our commitment to fostering
security and growth for all,” he
added.

According to officials, the
Defence Ministers Conclave,
organised in hybrid mode, is
aimed at strengthening defence
cooperation with friendly
nations amidst a rapidly-evolv-
ing global security landscape,
and this year’s theme ‘Building
Resilience through
International Defence and
Global Engagement (BRIDGE)’
underscores the importance of
supply chain resilience and
strategic collaboration in
defence.

Officials had earlier said that
representatives from more than
80 countries were likely to par-
ticipate in the conclave and
around 30 defence ministers in
addition to defence, service
chiefs and permanent secre-
taries from friendly nations
would attend the event.
Reiterating India’s conviction

Union Minister for Defence Rajnath Singh addresses the Defence Ministers’
Conclave ‘Bridge’ at Aero India, in Bengaluru PTI

on being strong to ensure
peace, the defence minister
said, “We have been working
very hard, to bring about a
transformation in our defence
capabilities. We have put in
place a very conducive policy
regime which encourages
investment in and production
of an entire range of modern
state-of-the-art land, maritime
and air systems.”

India’s emergence as a global
hub for research, development,
and innovation in defence is a
testament to our capabilities
and aspirations, he added.
“Today, we have a vibrant
defence startup ecosystem with-
in the larger Indian startup
ecosystem, which ranks third
globally in terms of unicorn
count,” Rajnath said.

“Our thriving aerospace and
defence sectors, supported by a
significant research and devel-
opment base and an entrepre-
neurial spirit, offer unparalleled
opportunities for collabora-
tion,” he added.

Pointing out that India’s skill
base enables it to produce at
highly competitive costs, and
the country is committed to
share state-of-the-art defence
equipment, hardware, services
and technology with friends
and partners, Rajnath told
countries attending the con-
clave, “I invite you to join us in
co-developing and co-produc-
ing advanced systems and fos-
tering innovation together”
India’s defence diplomacy
reflects our commitment to
building enduring bilateral and
multilateral relationships. “Our

approach emphasises mutual
capacity building, prosperity
and security for the sovereign-
ty of our partner nations,” he
said.

“We do not believe in transac-
tional relationships or impos-
ing solutions. Indian solutions
are not prescriptive. Instead, we
aim to empower our partners to
chart their own paths, through
support that aligns with their
national priorities;,” he added.
Indias position as a preferred
partner for defence exports is
reinforced by adherence to
quality, reliability and com-
mitment to the specific needs
of partners, the defence minis-
ter said.

“Our defence industry is well-
equipped to meet diverse
requirements, from cutting-
edge technology to cost-effec-
tive solutions, he added.

The challenges like terrorism,
cyber-crime, humanitarian
crises and climate-induced dis-
asters, transcend borders, and
they demand a united response,
he said.

“The BRIDGE initiative repre-
sents our commitment to trans-
forming dialogue into action-
able outcomes, fostering part-
nerships that are resilient,
adaptable and forward-look-
ing,” he said.

“India stands ready to work
with all nations in crafting
solutions that are innovative,
equitable and sustainable.
Together, we can build a future
where security and prosperity
go hand in hand, ensuring
peace and stability for genera-
tions to come,” he added.

Collective effort essential to empower common man: Andhra CM

PTI M AMARAVATI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu on Tuesday said
here that a cohesive and collective
brainstorming among all government
departments is crucial to empower the

common man.

Addressing a meeting of ministers and

secretaries at the Secretariat in streamlining bureaucratic processes, and
Amaravati, the Chief Minister fostering a culture of innovation is the
underscored that effective coordination, need of the hour,” he added.

integration and execution is the Naidu directed officials to leverage the

achieving a sustained growth rate of 15

per cent.

wealthier society.
“Accelerating

Further, he stressed on the need to
strengthen family welfare services,
ensuring streetlights, roads, drainage,
garbage collection and a circular
economy model to build a healthier and

revenue

be left pending and added that budget-

related matters should be reviewed for

swift clearance in case of financial files.
The Chief Minister highlighted that
Andhra Pradesh has 87,000 Crore
shortfall
Telangana and stressed that declining

in GSDP compared to

purchasing power must be addressed.

growth,

He emphasised that a strategic approach
is required to meet GSDP targets as
economic growth is contingent upon
achieving these goals.

Naidu also said a Vision Monitoring Unit

government’s responsibility.

“I can say it is a brainstorming session for
reorienting ourselves. We organised the
meeting to get clarity on what we should
do,” he said.

Outlining the state’s challenges, the Chief
Minister alleged that nearly 90 centrally
sponsored schemes had become non-
functional due to mismanagement and
funds diversions in the erstwhile YSRCP
government.

The government is now prioritising the
optimal implementation of central
schemes and to ensure that right people
are placed in key positions, he said.
Stressing on the long-term vision of
Swarna Andhra 2047, which aligns with
the national vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,
Naidu said this strategy focuses on

‘first mover advantage’ to secure central
funds under the newly announced Union
Budget schemes.

The CM called upon all officials to
rededicate themselves to the mission of
building a prosperous and developed
Andhra Pradesh, among other targets,
including transforming the state to
achieve a GSDP of USD 2.4 Trillion.
Naidu also instructed officials to
expedite the process of file clearance in
the e-office system, emphasising the
need for speed in government offices.
Calling on secretaries and departmental
heads to find out where files are getting
stuck and identify the reasons for delays,
he said these hindrances should be
promptly resolved.

CM said non-financial files should never

(VMU) will be established at the state
level and districts must prepare
constituency-level plans.

He called upon the districts to identify
key projects contributing to GSDP
growth which will be tracked through a
dedicated portal.

He also said department mapping with
GSDP will be conducted, and a 15.76 per
cent overall growth rate has been set as
the target.

Naidu directed officials to ensure quality
service delivery, utilizing technological
touchpoints and implementing QR codes
to gauge peoples satisfaction especially
for programmes such as pension
distribution, anna canteens, paddy
procurement, temple services,
government hospital services and others.

Manipur government urges
calm amid leadership crisis

PTI B IMPHAL

The Manipur government
on Tuesday urged people to
stay calm and not to fall prey
to unverified news, rumours or
misinformation that may cause
unnecessary panic or disrupt
peace and harmony in the
state.

The appeal was made amid a
leadership crisis following the
resignation of N Biren Singh
from the post of chief minister
on February 9.

“It has also come to the notice
of the government that certain
unscrupulous individuals and
groups may deliberately
attempt to incite unrest, disrupt
harmony and spread fear
among the public using false
information, inflammatory
content or fabricated narra-
tives,” a statement issued by
Chief Secretary PK Singh said.
“Such attempts are intended to
create lawlessness, and the
public is strongly advised not

to give heed to such misinfor-
mation or incitement; it added.
To ensure that people receive
accurate information, the gov-
ernment has set up a control
room, where citizens can ver-
ify any news or information
they come across. The control
room can be reached at
9485280419 and is operational
24x7, it said.

“Maintaining peace and law
and order is a collective respon-
sibility, and the government
strongly advises all residents to
remain vigilant against those
trying to create disturbances.
Any attempt to incite violence
or disrupt harmony will be
dealt with strictly as per the
law;” the statement said.

It also urged community lead-
ers, civil society organisations,
religious leaders, student bod-
ies, intellectuals and citizens to
come together “to foster unity
and work towards rebuilding
trust amongst all communi-
ties”.

Prayagraj tightens traffic regulations ahead of Maghi Purnima festivities

BISWAJEET BANERJEE B
PRAYAGRAJ

With a massive influx of
devotees expected for
Maghi Purnima, a key bathing
occasion at the ongoing Maha
Kumbh, authorities in
Prayagraj have enforced strict
traffic regulations to manage
the anticipated crowd. Given
that crores of pilgrims are
likely to gather at the Sangam
for the holy dip, officials have
introduced extensive move-
ment restrictions to prevent
overcrowding. These measures
come in the aftermath of the
January 29 stampede, which
resulted in the tragic loss of at
least 30 lives.

To ensure smooth crowd man-
agement, the fairground has
been designated a no-vehicle
zone from 4 am on Tuesday.
The restrictions will expand

citywide starting at 5 pm, with
designated parking zones
arranged for incoming pil-
grims. These traffic controls
will remain in force until
Wednesday to facilitate an
orderly dispersal of devotees.
However, emergency and
essential services will not be
affected by the curbs.
Additionally, the restrictions
will extend to Kalpvasis-pil-
grims who observe extended
stays near the Sangam as part
of their religious practice.
On Monday night, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath convened a high-
level meeting with police and
civic officials to assess readi-
ness for Maghi Purnima.
Stressing the importance of
seamless traffic and crowd
management, he instructed
authorities to fully utilise park-
ing facilities capable of accom-

into Prayagraj has significant-
ly increased from all directions.
In addition to public transport,
a large number of private vehi-
cles are also arriving, and this
number is expected to rise fur-

Rush of devotees on pontoon bridge on th eve of ‘Magh Purnima’ during the ongoing Mahakumbh Mela, in Prayagraj

ther on the bathing festival. In
light of this, a well-structured
traffic and crowd manage-
ment plan must be imple-
mented.

“Parking facilities at Prayagraj’s
borders should be operated
efficiently. The available park-
ing capacity of over five Lakh
vehicles must be fully utilised.
While providing necessary
support to children, women,
and the elderly, no vehicle
should be allowed to enter the
fair premises in violation of
pri regulations. Shuttle buses

should be used as required,

modating over five Lakh vehi-
cles.
“Under no circumstances

should there be long vehicle
queues. Ensuring smooth traf-
fic flow is a top priority;” he

directed.
He noted that over the past
week, the influx of devotees

with an increase in their num-
bers as per demand. Devotees
must be encouraged to follow

the designated parking system,
and they should be treated
cooperatively and respectfully;
Yogi instructed officials.

No long queues of vehicles
should be allowed to form on
the roads, and traffic conges-
tion must be prevented at all
costs. Strict measures should
be taken to ensure that vehicles
are not parked on the roads,
and vehicular movement
remains continuous and unob-
structed. District Magistrates
of all districts sharing a border
with Prayagraj must maintain
constant coordination with
the Prayagraj administration to
ensure smooth vehicle move-
ment. Mutual coordination
should be maintained to pre-
vent congestion in the fair
area, and barricading should
be installed where necessary.
There should be no traffic
jams due to toll collection.

CM said, “Railway stations in
Prayagraj are witnessing a large
number of devotees returning
home after taking a holy dip.
Authorities have been direct-
ed to ensure their safe journey.
Continuous operation of trains
should be ensured by main-
taining coordination with the
Railways, and additional
Transport Corporation buses
should be deployed for better
passenger movement.”

He also ordered deployment of
28 administrative officers of
ADM and SDM levels, along
with several police officers.
“Their services should be
utilised as needed, with police
officers specifically assigned to
traffic management,” he said
and added: “Continuous police
patrolling should be ensured
on all routes leading to
Prayagraj to regulate traffic
effectively and maintain order”
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PAPER WITH PASSION

A push for Al and defence

The Prime Minister Modi’s France visit underscores a shared

vision on technological innovation and global stability

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to France marked a significant chapter in
PIndo-French relations, focusing on advancements in artificial intelligence (Al),

defence collaboration and honouring shared historical ties. Al Action Summit
co-hosted by President Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister Modi convened glob-
al leaders, tech industry executives and researchers to deliberate on the ethical deploy-
ment of Al and its potential benefits for the society. The summit aimed to position
France and India at the forefront of the Al revolution, emphasising the need for respon-
sible and democratic Al governance. Notable outcome of the summit was the announce-
ment of the ‘Current A’ partnership, a public-interest initiative with an initial invest-
ment of $400 million. This partnership seeks to provide open-source access to data-
bases, software, and tools for trusted Al actors, promoting the use of Al in address-
ing global challenges such as healthcare and environmental sustainability.
In a groundbreaking development, France is in
advanced discussions to procure India's domestical-
ly developed Pinaka multi-barrel rocket launcher sys-
tem. This potential deal signifies a shift in defence
dynamics, as it would be the first instance of one of
India's major arms suppliers purchasing Indian-made
weaponry. The Pinaka system, with a range of up to
90 km, has been demonstrated to a French delega-
tion and met with positive feedback. During his visit,
Prime Minister Modi paid tribute to Indian soldiers who
sacrificed their lives in the World Wars by visiting the
Mazargues War Cemetery in Marseille. This gesture
underscored the deep historical ties between India
and France and highlighted the shared values and sacrifices that bind the two nations.
The visit also marked a milestone in diplomatic outreach with the inauguration of India's
first consulate in Marseille. This move is expected to bolster bilateral relations, facil-
itate consular services for the Indian diaspora, and enhance cultural and economic
exchanges between the two countries. Prime Minister Modi and President Macron
reviewed progress on the Horizon 2047 Roadmap, an initiative launched in 2023 to
chart the course of Indo-French relations up to 2047. The roadmap focuses on col-
laboration in key sectors such as nuclear energy, defence and technology, aiming to
strengthen the strategic partnership between the two nations. Engaging in global Al
dialogues and partnerships positions India to harness Al for public good, addressing
challenges in healthcare, agriculture and education. The prospective sale of the Pinaka
system to France not only boosts India's defence exports but also signifies interna-
tional recognition of India’s indigenous defence manufacturing capabilities. The inau-
guration of the consulate in Marseille and the review of the Horizon 2047 Roadmap
reflect India's commitment to deepening bilateral ties with France, fostering cooper-
ation across various sectors.

Farmers pluck Gladiolus flowers at an orchard, in Nadia PTI

'The US humanitarian

legacy under siege

USAID faces an existential crisis as the Trump administration’s aggressive
restructuring and Elon Musk’s vocal opposition threaten its very survival

SAID, long regard-
ed as a pillar of
American humani-
tarian aid and soft
power, now finds
itself embroiled in an existential
crisis that threatens its very sur-
vival. Founded in 1961 by
President John F Kennedy, the
agency has historically been at
the forefront of global develop-
ment efforts, providing critical
support in areas such as food
security, healthcare, and eco-
nomic development. Over the
decades, USAID has built a
complex legacy—on one hand,
saving millions of lives through
vaccination programmes, disas-
ter relief, and poverty alleviation
initiatives, while on the other,
facing criticism for allegedly
serving as a tool for American
political influence and inter-
vention abroad.
Now, under the Trump admin-
istration's aggressive restructur-
ing plans and the unexpected
involvement of billionaire entre-
preneur Elon Musk, USAID’s
future hangs precariously in the
balance.At the centre of this
upheaval is the Department of
Government Efficiency
(DOGE), a newly created feder-
al body with a mandate to
streamline government opera-
tions by cutting budgets, elimi-
nating inefficiencies, and reduc-
ing the federal workforce.
With its expansive global foot-
print and substantial funding,
USAID has become a prime tar-
get. The Trump administration,
which has already frozen the
majority of foreign aid pro-
grams, is pushing to either dras-
tically curtail USAID’s power or
absorb it into the State
Department—an action that
would effectively end its inde-
pendent operation.
The situation reached a boiling
point when DOGE agents
attempted to force their way into
USAID’s Washington, DC head-
quarters, leading to a tense
standoff with security personnel.
Eventually, the agents gained
access to USAID’s control sys-
tems, locked out employees, and
combed through internal com-
munications. Allegations have
since surfaced that DOGE oper-
atives were attempting to seize
classified documents, though
the department has denied any
wrongdoing. The ease with
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which USAID’ offices were
infiltrated has raised troubling
concerns about the security of
other government institu-
tions. Elon Musk, known for
his ventures in electric vehi-
cles, space exploration, artifi-
cial intelligence, and social
media, has emerged as one of
USAID’s most vocal critics.
He has publicly labelled the
agency a “criminal organisa-
tion” and a “viper’s nest” of
corruption, accusing it of
funding radical leftist causes
and supporting groups that
oppose American interests.
Musk has called for the com-
plete dismantling of USAID,
arguing that American tax-
payers should not be footing
the bill for foreign aid that, in
his view, does not serve the
nation’s interests. While
President Trump has not
explicitly endorsed MusK’s
rhetoric, sources within the
administration suggest that
his views have influenced
internal discussions about
USAID’s future.

Signs of this shift are already
visible—nearly 100 USAID
employees have been placed
on administrative leave,
including two security officers
who attempted to prevent
DOGE’s entry. Additionally,
the agency’s website and offi-
cial X (formerly Twitter)
account have been taken
offline, signalling that a fun-
damental transformation is

THE TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION,
WHICH HAS
ALREADY FROZEN
THE MAJORITY OF
FOREIGN AID
PROGRAMS, IS
PUSHING TO
EITHER
DRASTICALLY
CURTAIL USAID’S
POWER OR
ABSORB IT INTO
THE STATE
DEPARTMENT
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underway. If these trends
continue, USAID’ six-decade
existence may soon come to
an unceremonious end.

The ramifications of this cri-
sis extend far beyond the
political infighting in
Washington, DC USAID
operates in over 50 countries,
funding programs that pro-
vide clean water, healthcare,
sanitation, and ed munities.
At the same time, India has
increasingly scrutinised for-
eign-funded NGOs, with the
Modi administration tighten-
ing restrictions on organisa-
tions perceived as meddling in
domestic affairs.

In this light, a reduced USAID
presence may align with
India’s push for self-reliance.
Moreover, as the US pulls
back from global aid commit-
ments, India may see an
opportunity to expand its
influence in South Asia, fill-
ing the void left by
Washington’s retreat. The
broader question at stake is
what role the United States
intends to play in the world
moving forward. Should it
continue investing in foreign
aid as a means of exercising
global leadership, or should it
prioritise a more insular,
America-first approach?
Supporters of USAID argue
that America’s strength is not
merely derived from military
power but also from its abil-
ity to assist those in need.
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AMAL CHANDRA
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A retreat from humanitarian
efforts would create a vacuum
that rival powers—especially
China—are eager to exploit.
Beijing has already made sig-
nificant inroads through its
Belt and Road Initiative, offer-
ing infrastructure financing
and economic partnerships to
nations that might otherwise
have sought aid from
Washington. If the US aban-
dons its foreign aid commit-
ments, it risks ceding valuable
influence to geopolitical com-
petitors.
The coming months will
determine whether USAID’s
fate is sealed or if political
resistance will salvage some
version of the agency. What is
certain, however, is that this
is not just a bureaucratic dis-
pute—it is a battle over the
values that America chooses
to uphold. If humanitarian aid
is sacrificed in favour of a
purely transactional foreign
policy, the consequences will
reverberate not only in the
nations that once relied on US
assistance but within America
itself.
The world is watching, and
history will judge whether this
moment signifies the decline
of American global responsi-
bility or the dawn of a more
ruthless, self-serving era in US
foreign policy.
(Amal Chandra is an author,
political analyst, and colum-
nist; views are personal)

The comtort of relationships

that need no validation

Let’s free our relationships from the weight of constant maintenance, trusting that

ASHA IYER KUMAR

true bonds don’t fade in silence but grow stronger in the depths of our affection

his is a sequel to my col-
Tumn of last week,

wherein I underlined
the need for us to stay in
touch with people to build a
robust circle of love, care, and
compassion around us. The
article, which was lauded by
many, also raised a slew of
questions. What do people
who don't genuinely find the
time to make calls and retain
personal connections in a
tangible way do?
They accepted the merits of
what I had highlighted in the
column but doubted if, in this
age when generations are
passing in a jiffy and the race
to the finish line seems to go
on forever, we could squeeze
in little niceties like making a
call or strengthening our links
with people by going beyond
pleasantries. I was even asked
if T have been able to maintain
relationships in the manner I
had suggested.
The answer is, “No, I haven't
been able to keep pace with
my growing connections,’
but there is something that I
do in order to spare myself the
guilt of not calling people as
often as I would like: keep
them close to my heart even
when there is prolonged
silence, and when the oppor-

tunity to meet them or speak
to them knocks, pick it up
from where we had left off the
last time, without complaints
or frowns.

Now, that's a different equa-
tion altogether, and not all are
primed to keep up incognito
relationships where love and
care thrive even without reg-
ular check-ins. We look for
reinforcements and reassur-
ances, and when they aren't
forthcoming, tend to blame it
on the other for their lack of
affinity. I have many connec-
tions where the foundations
of the association are so firm
and deep-rooted that no time
or space can dislodge us from
each other's lives. Months
and years may pass, but when
we meet, it is as if the bond
has only grown stronger and
our love for each other more
pristine, untouched by the
patina of time.

Why can't we allow our social
bonds the freedom to exist
without yoking them to for-
malities? Why don't we come
to terms with the fact that
there is no lack of love, but
each one of us is just bogged
down by the demands of life
in the fast lane?

There is an unspoken comfort
in relationships that do not
demand constant validation.
Some bonds flourish in
silence, in the spaces between
meetings, in the warmth that
lingers even when words are
absent. It is a reassuring truth
that not all relationships
require the crutch of routine
communication to remain
strong. Yet, the modern mind
struggles to accept this form
of connection, often mistak-
ing silence for indifference
and distance for detachment.
In an age where instant
responses are expected, where
friendships are measured in
the currency of texts and
calls, we have begun to equate
attention with affection and
availability with authenticity.
And when someone does not
reach out as often as we
desire, we assume they have
relegated us to the margins of
their lives.

The expectation that rela-

tionships must be constantly
tended to, like fragile saplings
that require perpetual water-
ing, stems from a fear of being
forgotten. But relationships
built on mutual respect and a
deep-seated connection are
not fragile; they are resilient.
Perhaps, instead of lamenting
the lack of frequent contact,
we should cherish the
moments when reconnec-
tions happen naturally, with-
out resentment or reproach.
True companionship does
not wilt under the weight of
time-it endures, sustained by
the simple yet profound act of
keeping someone close in
thought and heart.

So let us release our relation-
ships from the burden of
constant upkeep. Let us trust
that genuine bonds, once
formed, do not wither in
silence but gather strength in
the depths of our affection.
And when the moment to
reconnect arrives, let it be a
celebration of love that time
could never diminish. This,
perhaps, is the only way we
can realign our relationships
with the changing world.
(The author is a Dubai-based
columnist and children's writ-
ing coach. She has published
six books. Views are personal)
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PM MODI ENCOURAGES STUDENTS
Madam — Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in the eighth edition of Pariksha Pe
Charcha, imparted the invaluable mantra
of confidence and positive thinking to stu-
dents. He emphasised that exams are mere-
ly a milestone, not the final destination of
life. They serve as a powerful medium to
assess ones knowledge and preparation.
Encouraging students, Modi advised them
to master the art of handling mental pres-
sure, just as a skilled batsman focuses on
the next ball despite the loud cheers of the
audience. This initiative reflects that the
nation's leadership is not confined to poli-
cies alone but is also deeply concerned
about the bright future of the younger gen-
eration. He urged parents not to compare
their children with others and to stop treat-
ing them merely as a means of performance
evaluation.
Every child is unique and should be
encouraged according to their individual
capabilities. Highlighting the importance
of mental balance, a healthy diet and ade-
quate rest, Modi introduced students to the
art of effective time management and
emphasised that every student deserves the
opportunity to fulfil their dreams. The
Prime Minister encouraged students to
focus on their studies without stress and
to challenge themselves continuously.
This interactive session not only helps stu-
dents overcome the fear of exams but also
instils confidence in them, fostering a pos-
itive outlook on life.

R K Jain | Barwani

ROHIT SHARMA BACK IN FORM

Madam— Form is temporary, class is per-
manent was at last proved by the Indian
skipper Rohit Sharma by his scintillating
century at Cuttack against England in the
second ODI, which has come at the
appropriate time by winning the match
with a series lead. However big a player is,
self-confidence matters most when it
comes to a comeback when in a bad patch.
The board and the selection panel have
given more than the required time for
Rohit to perform. He must be thankful for

E EDITOR

Securltv Iurces kill 31 Naxalites

rity officers killed 31 Naxalites in

Bijapur district of Bastar division in
Chhattisgarh, which is regarded as a den
of red terrorism. The magnitude of the
success in the recent elimination spree of
the security forces against the Naxalites
proves that Left Wing Extremism is head-
ing to its end in the country. Their dream
of establishing a red corridor from Nepal
to Andhra Pradesh has been devastated

In another successful encounter, secu-

the selectors to repose faith in him.
It will be prudent for Rohit to keep the past
memories aside and ascertain his position
as an invincible hitman to bring the ICC
Champions Trophy for Team India as his
next milestone. The upright decision to
have included the mystery spinner Varun
Chakravarthy for the second ODI has been
a success when he made the breakthrough
to begin with by adding salt to the wound
of Englishmen by dismissing Phil Salt, the
opener. The kind of form maintained by
Ravindra Jadeja, both with the bat and ball,
would do a world of good with the com-
pany of Varun Chakravarthy for Team
India in the ICC Champions Trophy, giv-
ing them a certain edge to win the title.
A.P. Thiruvadi | Chennai

SAFEGUARD INDUSTRY INTERESTS

Madam — The US President Trump
knows pretty well the global impacts of
imposing tariffs and duties unilaterally. The
industries in India apparently were least
prepared to face this tariff war and the con-
sequences. It should be noticed and recog-
nised by our Union Government how

by the security forces. The success also
reflects Union Home Minister Amit
Shah's resolve to completely eliminate
naxalism by March 2026.
The better coordination in the now BJP-
ruled states of Chhattisgarh and
Mabharashtra has led to an effective
implementation of the anti-naxalite oper-
ation. There were reports that some ele-
ments connected with left-wing student
unions in JNU celebrated the massacre
of 76 CRPF jawans by naxalites in
Chhattisgarh. On the contrary, the Modi
government has zero tolerance against
Naxal violence. Besides counterinsur-
gency, welfare and development schemes
launched in naxalism-affected areas have
also made the tribal youths disillusioned
with naxalism.

Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

strongly the US and China safeguard their
industry's interests while we let our indus-
try face the global pressures and turbulence
and trade deficits on their own. The US and
China advance their policies of trade and
strategic interests of futuristic two decades.
We have to safeguard our industry's inter-
ests, exports and trade balance.
The steel industry obviously may not be
impacted on a substantial basis as hardly
a fraction of its production is exported to
the US but as detailed in the news, the
Indian steel industry may be stressed if the
major producers divert their exports to
India, high on steel consumption. If the US
continues with tariff escalation, it takes risks
of consequent higher cost of domestic pro-
duction. India will continuously face com-
petition and rivalry in the global trade from
the US and China, so there is a need to
divert and set up our manufacturing
bases in African countries, Southeast Asia
and Europe and even in the US.

Vinod Johri | Delhi
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PROTECT
YOUR SPINE

The spine plays a crucial role in maintaining
overall health, yet we often neglect it

RAVI VALLURI

ow many of us get up in the morning and virtually struggle to get
H out of bed as the body feels sore, the neck remains stiff, knees

wobble, shoulders and feet pain? In fact, the entire day is tortur-
ous. Such individuals run to doctors, seeking a magical cure for the pesti-
lence. Unless the problem is genetic or hereditary, humans get afflict-
ed with such disorders because of a deficient lifestyle, stress accumu-
lated over a period of time and poor dietary habits. The vertebra and
our skeletal frame are an extremely important part of the human body,
which we ignore at our own peril.
Therefore, a healthy spine leads to a healthy life. Do we recall when a
child begins to walk, the preliminary baby steps are raising his/her thumbs;
this is called the ‘Merudanda Mudra’. The vertebra consists of a series
of small bones which form the backbone or the spine, having several
projections for articulation and muscle attachment, and a hole through
which the spinal cord passes. The spine is the first identifiable struc-
ture that provides us with a shape and form rather than being a ball of
cells without any differentiation. It keeps us upright, allows us to bend

and twist and connects the different parts of our skeleton. Office goers
are programmed — for making a living — to undertake a typical quotidi-
an 9to 5 routine, and several among them use computers for prolonged
hours, or those professionals who are compelled to drive long distances
to their places of work from their dwelling paces ought to necessarily
know how to protect their backs, necks and hand muscles. Not only
are these muscles to be protected and fortified but the tissues should
be sufficiently strengthened.
Such working men and women should be educated regarding deploy-
ing the correct posture. Many homemakers at times develop severe mid-
dle or lower back medical problems for a variety of reasons.
Continuously undertaking repeated chores and even activities involving
the handling of small or no weights, performed with an incorrect pos-
ture, can damage tissues and muscles, which causes irreparable dam-
age to the back and neck. The afflicted suffer from the debility for years
together in pain. Awareness about the structure of the spine and adopt-
ing the right postures along with simple strengthening stretches signif-
icantly helps to avoid these misadventures in one’s life In the cases where
these problems assume the shape of chronic disorders the patient suf-
fering can be guided through simple stretching exercises under the super-
vision of a physiotherapist or an orthopaedic. To ameliorate the condi-
tion of those suffering from these debilitating health issues, the patients
should take treatment for it. Those in particular suffering from spondyli-
tis, frozen shoulder, middle and lower back problems, and knee prob-
lems benefitimmensely upon undergoing the rehabilitation process and
will certainly see visible dramatic changes in their lifestyle patterns and
daily routines. Such programmes generally encompasses the techniques
mentioned below with the required sensitivity to an individual’s health
condition:
 Power Walk: alignment of vertebrae and to open energy channels
*Posture Awareness and its correction
*Ergonomics
« Simple but powerful stretches and yoga — for inner surgical alignment
of the spine to release the nerves that were being continually pressed
* Gait Training
* Guided Meditation techniques to release stress
(The writer is the CEO of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd. and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He has authored both fiction and
nonfiction and is a faculty member of the Art of Living. Views are
personal)
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Eolicy causes chaos

Donald "Trump embarks on his second term as the US President, the nation

faces a turbulent landscape of clim

ne of the first executive
orders signed by Donald
Trump after his inaugura-
tion as US President was
the withdrawal from the
Paris Climate Accord, overlooking a
whole lot of climate disruptions that the
country has faced since his election
campaign. At least 335 human deaths
were attributed to Hurricane Beryl and
Hurricane Milton, making 2024 the
deadliest hurricane season in the con-
tinental US since 2005. What followed
each time was damaged buildings,
roads and bridges and power outages
for several days, forcing people to live
without electricity for days and weeks.
The year 2025 welcomed the US with
unprecedented snowfall in the central
and eastern part forcing the shifting of
Trump’s second term inauguration
indoors, and a week earlier, cata-
strophic wildfires ravaged the Los
Angeles region in the western part of
the country.
The fire lasted for ten days and climate
experts have attributed it to strong
Santa Ana winds and extremely dry
weather making forest vegetation
readymade fuel. Los Angeles fire killed
at least 25 persons, damaged more than
15,000 structures and ravaged more

than 200 square km area. 60,000 per- |
sons including Hollywood stars left :
home for safety. The largest fire in the :
region the Palisades and Eaton have :
continued to burn for ten days. After :
El Nino and neutral weather condi- :
tions, La Nina arrived and pushed the :
storm back to the northern part of the :
US making the northern part wetter :
than usual and the southern part drier :

than usual. Santa Ana winds common
in January and February in the region

have been aggressive with wind speeds :

up to 120 km per hour.

This made damage control difficult.
The temperature contrast between
cooler inland areas (southern California

deserts) and warmer coastal areas is the
recipe for these winds. The extent of :
dryness of the area can be understood
by the fact that the last half-inch of rain
received in the region was only a year :
ago. In his America First policy, Trump :
has been continuously announcing to :
increase tariffs on goods imported :
from Canada, Mexico, China and sev- :
eral more. He has also named Brazil :
and India among the countries that :
harm the US, through their tariffs. :

Trump’s action has the potential to ini-

tiate a trade war among countries and :

impact many developing economies.
He has offered two million federal
workers the option to resign but get
paid till September 2025, in his effort
to cut the federal workforce and push
out those who do not support his polit-
ical agenda.

Though federal law has long protect-

ed civil servants from pressure and

political interference, yet President is :
testing his power. The process of :
deportation of illegal immigrants has
started in a big way. Search for other :
undocumented immigrants is aggres- :
sively going on. Religious places like :
Gurudwaras have been searched in :
New York and New Jersey, at the cost :
of antagonising Sikh and other religious
groups. He has also said that he will :
hold some in Guantanamo Bay away :
from legal and social services and :
support. Some of these migrants are so :
bad that countries cannot be trusted to :

' THOUGH FEDERAL
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~ SERVANTS FROM
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~ PROCESS OF
~ DEPORTATION OF
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IMMIGRANTS HAS
STARTED IN A BIG
WAY. SEARCH FOR
| OTHER
~ UNDOCUMENTED
IMMIGRANTS 1S
AGGRESSIVELY
GOING ON
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¢ hold them back. Time will tell
i whether Trump’s agenda to bring
: manufacturing back to the US
i would succeed in the absence of
i a labour force that is largely
: being deported/ housed in
¢ Guantanamo Bay where 30,000
i beds are being added to expand

the government’s detention
capacity.
Renaming the Gulf of Mexico as
the Gulf of America would hard-
ly carry any meaning, but it can
irritate a neighbouring country
and may be a spoilsport in their
relationship. Donald Trump
wants Canada to become the
51st state of the USA and his jus-
tification is that the US is the only
country Canada shares its bound-
ary along the land and makes it
secure. The countries have a free
trade agreement and Canada
takes full advantage of it. Further
rump has expressed to take
over the Panama Canal from
Panama and purchase Greenland
from Denmark for strategic rea-
sons and security of the USA.
These steps are needed to have a
check over growing Chinese con-
trol on trade with Latin American
countries. Greenland is approach-
able by China from the Arctic
side, while the Panama Canal is
crucial for Chinese ships to cross
from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Pacific Ocean, which provides a
shorter route for trade to all
countries in South America. The
taking over of the Panama Canal
and Greenland can have serious
environmental fallout. World
Meteorological Organisation
(WMO) secretary-general Celeste

i Saulo, while addressing the 150th
i Foundation Day celebration of
i the Indian Meteorological
i Department referred average
i global temperature rise of 1.55
i degrees Celsius in 2024 over the
i preindustrial period and she
" termed it as a “very grave danger”

and called for decisive climate
action in 2025 and speed up the
transition to renewable energy.
Trump has again withdrawn from
the Paris Climate Accord and pri-
oritised energy self-sufficiency
through domestic drilling and
exploration of oil and natural gas
with the sole justification of cut-
ting the cost of energy and there-
by bringing down inflation.

It is feared that the gains achieved
by Biden through the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA) 2022, where
$369 billion was invested in clean
energy initiatives and that also
created jobs in the US, will be dis-
mantled. He has declared a
National Energy emergency, a
first in US history, which may
lead to the suspension of environ-
mental rules and grant permis-
sion for mining projects. He has
halted the lease of federal water
for offshore wind farms and
called for shutting wind turbines
that cause wildfire.

The prohibition on drilling of oil
and gas in Polar Bear Wildlife
Sanctuary in Alaska has been lift-
ed. It will not only threaten the
life of wildlife species but would
accelerate the melting of ice in the
region, causing undue concern
such as sea level rise etc. Why US
is keeping an eye on Greenland?
It has a history. Immediately
after World War II, they planned
there to build 600 nuclear missile
bases to be mounted on a train
riding 3000 km of track.

It never took off. In the late 1950s
and early 1960s US Army made
a camp there for the Project
Iceworm. A small nuclear reactor
was brought to power the camp.
Once they realized after a few
years that the project was not fea-
sible, they gave up but left a lot
of nuclear waste water at the
camp. They also left thousands of
litres of diesel fuel in the middle
of Greenland’s ice sheet, expect-

B K SINGH

ate disasters and economic uncertainty

ing that it would remain buried
in the ice forever. But climate
change happened, the planet has
warmed and ice has melted.
It has the potential to contami-
nate water in Greenland. While
China has deployed its vast for-
eign exchange reserve to secure
long-term control over strategic
minerals critical for advanced
technologies in the defence sec-
tor, climate change etc. in
resource-rich nations like copper
and cobalt from Congo and Peru,
nickel from Indonesia and lithi-
um from Argentina, the Trump
administration is looking to
counter it by accessing rare earth
and critical mineral deposits in
Greenland.
The southern pointed moun-
tains of Greenland are gold belts,
which is another temptation for
the new US administration.
Panama Canal, an engineering
marvel constructed in 1913
enables ships to cross from the
lower water level of the Atlantic
to the higher water level of the
Pacific Ocean, saving the costs
and journey time in trades. A
dam was built on river Cagres
and water was impounded in
Gatun Lake, where ships pass.
The level of water in Gatun is
managed through gates. With
the rising water level ships from
the Atlantic side gain height and
sail towards the Pacific. The flow
of water in River Cagres and
many other rivers from Amazon
forests has been depleted due to
massive degradation and defor-
estation. Panama Canal efficien-
cy is lowered and hardly half the
ships can cross. Trump should
strive to conserve river catch-
ments, rather than owning the
Panama Canal.
(The writer is Retd Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests,
Head of Forest Force,
Karnataka. Views are personal)

Union budget 2025: Transforming agriculture for a sustainable and inclusive future

Union Budget 2025 introduces a bold vision for agricultural transformation, addressing key challenges such as soil degradation, climate change and rural distress

griculture has been the
Abackbone of India’s

economy, sustaining
growth and the livelihoods of
millions, thus correctly
referred to as the primary
engine for India’s accelerated
and inclusive growth in the
annual budget presented on
February 1,2025. However, the
sector is facing numerous chal-
lenges, including deteriorating
soil quality, stagnating crop
yields, inadequate technolo-
gies, shrinking farmlands,
poor infrastructure and
heightened vulnerability to
climate change, which poses a
threat to food security and the
wellbeing of our Anndatta.
Further, these difficulties have
led to a troubling trend: many
marginal farmers and agricul-
tural labourers from rural
areas are being forced to
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migrate to cities in search of
better opportunities.

Agricultural sustainability is
also closely tied to climate
change, which affects nearly all
of the United Nations’
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). With a popula-
tion still heavily reliant on
farming, the need for sectoral

reforms is undeniable. New
policies and regulations are
crucial for inclusive and accel-
erated growth. Indias 2025
budget addresses issues in the
agriculture sector with a for-
ward-thinking framework, by
enabling improved credit
access, and infrastructure
development, and preparing
farmers for future growth.

One standout initiative is the
Pradhan Mantri Dhan Dhanya
Krishi Yojana (PMDDKY).
India’s agricultural sector is
marked by significant region-
al disparities, with certain dis-
tricts lagging in infrastructure,
productivity, and economic
opportunities. This ambitious
program stands as a transfor-
mative initiative for rural India,
focusing on the 100 most
underdeveloped districts, and
directly benefiting around 1.7

crore farmers. PMDDKY
focuses on these underdevel-
oped areas, directing resources
to regions that have been over-
looked in the broader develop-
ment process. This initiative
seeks to ensure that farmers in
these areas have access to the
same opportunities as their
counterparts in more prosper-
ous regions.

The program aims to address
long-standing agricultural
challenges and empower farm-
ers, particularly those affected
by climate change and those
from marginalised communi-
ties. With proper execution,
PMDDKY can spark a ripple
effect of development, improv-
ing infrastructure, technology
access, and financial services in
these districts thus enabling
equitable growth across the
country. By focusing on sus-

tainability, inclusivity, and
empowerment, PMDDKY
strives to uplift farmers,
women, and marginalised
communities while ensuring
resilience against future chal-
lenges.

The program also offers access
to high-yielding varieties of
seed and irrigation techniques
and training to address the
root causes of agricultural
stagnation.

By supporting farmers in over-
coming unpredictable weath-

er patterns, outdated tech-
niques, and limited market
access, PMDDKY provides a
pathway to more stable and
productive farming. A dis-
tinctive feature of PMDDKY is
its focus on empowering mar-
ginalised groups, particularly
the poorest farmers.

These communities often face
barriers such as limited access
to credit, technology, and edu-
cation. PMDDKY seeks to
address these gaps by provid-
ing women farmers with
greater control over land,
improved training, and better
market access. For margin-
alised communities, the pro-
gram aims to ensure they are
included in the benefits of agri-
cultural development, pro-
moting equality and empow-
erment. PMDDKY is not only
about boosting agricultural

output but also ensuring sus-
tainable practices.

One of the unfortunate conse-
quences of rural stagnation is
the mass migration of farmers
to urban areas in search of bet-
ter opportunities. By strength-
ening agriculture in rural areas,
PMDDAKY aims to create con-
ditions where farmers can
thrive while cultivating their
farmlands. If executed well,
PMDDKY could be the cata-
lyst for a brighter, more inclu-
sive future in agriculture,
where every farmer has the
tools to thrive. The hope is that
migration for farmers will
become a choice, not a neces-
sity—allowing agricultural
communities to thrive where
they are.

The budget also emphasises
investment in innovation and
technology, particularly in

developing high-yield, climate-
resilient crop varieties. The cre-
ation of germplasm banks to
restore and introduce local
crop varieties will strengthen
domestic production.
Additionally, the government
is working to enhance the
agricultural value chain, focus-
ing on better storage, trans-
portation, and export infra-
structure, benefiting both
farmers and consumers.
Targeted schemes for crops like
cotton, pulses, oilseeds, and
vegetables will help mitigate
the effects of climate change on
farmers. These programs aim
to boost food security and
export potential, all while
securing farmers’ livelihoods.
(The writer is Associate
Director, The Energy and
Resources Institute; views are
personal)
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27 religious groups sue Trump administration to
protect houses of worship from immigration arrests

PTI B WASHINGTON

ore than two-dozen
MChristian and Jewish
groups representing

millions of Americans — rang-
ing from the Episcopal Church
and the Union for Reform
Judaism to the Mennonites
and Unitarian Universalists —
filed a federal court lawsuit
Tuesday challenging a Trump
administration move giving
immigration agents more lee-
way to make arrests at houses
of worship.

The lawsuit, filed in US District
Court in Washington, con-
tends that the new policy is
spreading fear of raids, thus
lowering attendance at worship
services and other valuable
church programmes. The
result, says the suit, infringes on
the groups’ religious freedom
— namely their ability to min-
ister to migrants, including
those in the United States ille-
gally.

“We have immigrants, refugees,
people who are documented
and undocumented,” said the
Most Rev Sean Rowe, the pre-
siding bishop of the Episcopal
Church.

“We cannot worship freely if
some of us are living in fear;” he
told The Associated Press. “By
joining this lawsuit, we're seek-
ing the ability to gather and
fully practice our faith, to fol-
low Jesus’ command to love our
neighbours as ourselves.”

The new lawsuit echoes and
expands on some of the argu-
ments made in a similar lawsuit
filed Jan 27 by five Quaker con-
gregations and later joined by
the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship and a Sikh temple.

It is currently pending in US
District Court in Maryland.
There was no immediate
Trump administration
response to the new lawsuit,
which names the Department
of Homeland Security and its
immigration enforcement
agencies as defendants.
However, a memorandum filed
Friday by the Department of
Justice, opposing the thrust of
the Quaker lawsuit, outlined
arguments that may also apply
to the new lawsuit.

In essence, the memo contend-
ed that the plaintiffs’ request to
block the new enforcement
policy is based on speculation
of hypothetical future harm —
and thus is insufficient grounds
for issuing an injunction.

The memo said that immigra-
tion enforcement affecting
houses of worship had been
permitted for decades, and the
new policy announced in
January simply said that field
agents — using “common
sense” and “discretion” — could
now conduct such operations
without pre-approval from a
supervisor.

One part of that memo might
not apply to the new lawsuit, as
it argued the Quakers and
their fellow plaintiffs have no
basis for seeking a nationwide
injunction against the revised
enforcement policy.

“Any relief in this case should
be tailored solely to the named
plaintiffs,” said the DOJ memo,
contending that any injunction
should not apply to other reli-
gious organisations.

The plaintiffs in the new law-
suit represent a vastly larger
swath of American worship-
pers — including more than 1

million followers of Reform
Judaism, the estimated 1.5 mil-
lion Episcopalians in 6,700
congregations nationwide,
nearly 1.1 million members of
the Presbyterian Church
(USA), and the estimated 1.5
million active members of the
African Methodist Episcopal
Church — the country’s oldest
predominantly Black denomi-
nation.

Among the other plaintiffs are
the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), with more than
3,000 congregations; the
Church of the Brethren, with
more than 780 congregations;
the Convenciéon Bautista
Hispana de Texas, encompass-
ing about 1,100 Hispanic
Baptist churches; the Friends
General Conference, an associ-
ation of regional Quaker organ-
isations; the Mennonite Church
USA, with about 50,000 mem-
bers; the Unitarian Universalist
Association, with more than
1,000 congregations; the United
Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism, with more than 500
US congregations; and region-
al branches of the United
Methodist Church and the
United Church of Christ.
“The massive scale of the suit
will be hard for them to ignore,”
said Kelsi Corkran, a lawyer
with the Georgetown
University Law Centre’s
Institute for Constitutional
Advocacy and Protection who
is lead counsel for the lawsuit.
Prior to the recent Trump
administration change,
Corkran said immigration
agents generally needed a judi-
cial warrant or other special
authorisation to conduct oper-
ations at houses of worship and

other “sensitive locations” such
as schools and hospitals.

“Now it's go anywhere, any
time,” she told the AP. “Now
they have broad authority to
swoop in — they’ve made it
very clear they’ll get every
undocumented person.”

She cited a recent incident in
which a Honduran man was
arrested outside his family’s
Atlanta-area church while a
service was being held inside.
The lawsuit includes details
from some of the plaintiffs as
to how their operations might
be affected. The Union for
Reform Judaism and the
Mennonites, among others,
said many of their synagogues
and churches host on-site
foodbanks, meal programs,
homeless shelters and other
support services for undocu-
mented people who might
now be fearful of participat-

ing.
One of the plaintiffs is the
Latino Christian National
Network, which seeks to bring
together Latino leaders with
different traditions and values
to collaborate on pressing
social issues. The network’s
president is the Rev Carlos
Malavé, a pastor of two
churches in Virginia, who
described to the AP what net-
work members are observing.
“There is deep-seated fear
and distrust of our govern-
ment,” he said. “People fear
going to the store, they are
avoiding going to church...
The churches are increasing-
ly doing online services
because people fear for the
well-being of their families
and children.”

The US Conference of

Catholic Bishops, which leads
the nation’s largest denomina-
tion, did not joint the lawsuit,
though it has criticised
Trump’s migration crack-
down. On Tuesday, Pope
Francis issued a major rebuke
to the deportation plan, warn-
ing that the forceful removal
of people purely because of
their illegal status deprives
them of their inherent digni-
ty and “will end badly”
Many conservative faith lead-
ers and legal experts across the
US do not share concerns
about the new arrest policy.
“Places of worship are for
worship and are not sanctuar-
ies for illegal activity or for
harboring people engaged in
illegal activity,” said Mat
Staver, founder of the conser-
vative Christian legal organi-
zation Liberty Counsel.
“Fugitives or criminals are
not immune from the law
merely because they enter a
place of worship,” he said via
email. “This is not a matter of
religious freedom. There is no
right to openly violate the law
and disobey law enforcement.”
Professor Cathleen Kaveny,
who teaches in the theology
department and law school at
Boston College, questioned
whether the plaintiffs would
prevail with the religious free-
dom argument, but suggested
the Trump administration
might be unwise to disregard
a traditional view of houses of
worship as places of sanctuary
for vulnerable people.
“These buildings are different
— almost like embassies,” she
said. “I think of churches as
belonging to an eternal coun-
try”

Hamas insists all parties must
be committed to ceasefire

PTI M GAZA CITY/TEL AVIV

Hamas has brushed off
President Donald Trump’s
threat that “all hell” will break
out if it does not release the
remaining Israeli hostages held
in the Gaza Strip by Saturday.
Hamas spokesman Sami Abu
Zuhri said Tuesday that the
dozens of hostages would only
be returned if all parties remain
committed to a ceasefire deal
reached last month.

“Trump must remember there
is an agreement that must be
respected by both parties,” he
said, adding that threatening
language only complicates mat-
ters. Hamas has threatened to
delay the next release of three
Israeli hostages, due Saturday,
accusing Israel of violating the
ceasefire agreement, including
by not allowing a surge of tents
and shelters into the devastated
territory.

While Trump said the ceasefire
should be cancelled if Hamas
doesn't release all the remaining
hostages Saturday, he also said
such a decision would be up to
Israel. During the first phase of
the ceasefire, Hamas has com-

Displaced Palestinians, travelling in vehicles, wait in line to pass through a security
checkpoint at the Netzarim corridor as they make their way from central Gaza to

their homes in the northern Gaza Strip, on Monday

mitted to freeing a total of 33
hostages captured in its Oct 7,
2023, attack in exchange for
Israel releasing nearly 2,000
Palestinian prisoners.

The sides have carried out five
swaps since Jan 19, freeing 21

AP/PTI

hostages and over 730
Palestinian prisoners so far.
The war could resume in early
March if no agreement is
reached on the more complicat-
ed second phase of the ceasefire,
which calls for the return of all

remaining hostages and an
indefinite extension of the truce.
Meanwhile, an Israeli man who
was thought to be alive and in
Hamas captivity was killed dur-
ing the 2023 attack and his body
taken to Gaza, the military said
on Tuesday.

Shlomo Mantzur was thought to
be the oldest hostage held by the
militant group in Gaza and
because of his age became a
symbol in Israel of the brutali-
ty of Hamas hostage-taking
tactic. He was 85 at the time of
the attack on southern Israel on
Oct 7, 2023. The military said
the determination of Mantzur’s
death was based on intelligence
gathered in recent months.
News of Mantzur’s death comes
as Israelis have been outraged
over the poor condition of
hostages who are being freed
under the ceasefire with Hamas.
On Tuesday, protesters briefly
blocked a main highway calling
for more hostages to be freed.
That anger is putting heavy
pressure on Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
to extend the ceasefire, what
would allow for more hostages
to be freed.

Five killed in suicide
bombing near bank
in northern Af

Islamabad (PTl): A suicide
bomber blew himself up near a
bank in northern Afghanistan
on Tuesday, killing at least five
people and wounding seven
others, police said. The attack
happened near a branch of the
Kabul Bank in Kunduz
province, said Jumauddin
Khaksar, a police spokesman.
The dead included a guard at
the bank. No one has claimed
responsibility for the attack and
Khaksar said police were work-
ing to track down those who
orchestrated the attack. Khaksar
provided no further details.
Militants from the Afghan chap-
ters of the Islamic State group
have carried out bombings
across Afghanistan, though sui-
cide attacks have become rare
since the Taliban seized power
in August 2021, as US and
NATO forces withdrew after 20
years of war. The IS affiliate has
also targeted minority Shiite
Muslims, especially in Kabul.
The latest attack came two
months after a suicide bombing
in Kabul killed Khalil Haqqani,
the Taliban refugee minister and
two others. It was the most
brazen attack on a member of
the Taliban inner circle since
they returned to power.

Relatives of hostages, held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip, protest outside of Israel’s Ministry of Defense in Tel Aviv, Isragl, on
Monday after the militant group announced it would delay hostage releases in the Gaza Strip after accusing Isragl of violating a

fragile ceasefire
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Worried about ISIS-K's growing

threat in Af. Pak: US te

PTI M UNITED NATIONS

he United States said it

remains concerned about
terror group ISIS-Khorasan’s
(ISIS-K) capabilities to plot,
conduct attacks and sustain
recruitment campaigns, partic-
ularly in Afghanistan and
Pakistan.
These remarks were made at
the Security Council by
Ambassador Dorothy Shea,
Charge d’Affaires ad interim at
the US Mission to the UN in
her briefing on ‘Threats to
International Peace and
Security by Terrorist Acts’
Shea also said “Countering
ISIS and other terrorist groups
around the world is a top pri-
ority for the Trump administra-
tion...President Trump’s mes-
sage is clear: The United States
always stands ready to find and
eliminate terrorists who threat-
en the United States and our
allies”
She noted that ISIS affiliates in
Central Asia, most notably
ISIS-Khorasan, also pose a sig-
nificant global threat.
“We remain concerned about
ISIS-K’s capabilities to plot and
conduct attacks, as well as sus-
tain recruitment campaigns,
particularly in Afghanistan and
Pakistan,” she said.
In his remarks to the briefing,
Under-Secretary-General
United Nations Office of
Counter-Terrorism Vladimir
Voronkov said that ISIL-K con-
tinued to pose a significant
threat in Afghanistan, the
region and beyond.
He said that in addition to
attacks in Afghanistan, ISIL-K
supporters plotted attacks in
Europe and were actively seek-
ing to recruit individuals from
Central Asian States.
“There were also reports of

small numbers of foreign ter-
rorist fighters continuing to
travel to Afghanistan,
Voronkov said.

Voronkov recalled Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres’
“appeal to all member states to
unite to prevent Afghanistan
from again becoming a hotbed
of terrorist activities.”

In her remarks, Executive
Director at the Counter-
Terrorism Committee
Executive Directorate (CTED),
Assistant Secretary-General
Natalia Gherman said that
beyond the Middle East,
“Daesh remains agile, taking
advantage of ongoing conflicts
and regions experiencing grow-
ing instability.

Significantly, in her remarks
Gherman also referred to the
‘Delhi Declaration’ that was
adopted during India’s 2021-22
tenure in the Security Council
on countering the use of new
and emerging technologies for
terrorist purposes.

“As mandated by the Delhi
Declaration, the Counter-
Terrorism Committee just last
month adopted the non-bind-
ing guiding principles on “pre-
venting, detecting and disrupt-
ing the use of new and emerg-
ing financial technologies for
terrorist purposes’, also known
as the ‘Algeria Guiding
Principles}” she said.

The guiding principles have
been prepared with the support
of the CTED, highlight the
importance of a comprehensive
and risk-based approach, and
provide practical guidance to
Member States, Gherman
added.

In October 2022, the Security
Council Counter-Terrorism
Committee (CTC), chaired by
India that year, organised a
Special Meeting in New Delhi

s UN

and Mumbai on the overarch-
ing theme of ‘Countering the
use of new and emerging tech-
nologies for terrorist purposes.
As an outcome of the special
meeting, the Committee adopt-
ed the Delhi Declaration’ on
countering the use of new and
emerging technologies for ter-
rorist purposes.

India, during its 2021-22 tenure
as a non-permanent member of
the UN Security Council, had
assumed the chair of the CTC
in 2022. The meeting of UNSC
CTC took place on October 28
in Hotel Taj Mahal Palace in
Mumbai, the site of the horrif-
ic 26/11 Mumbai attacks and in
Delhi on October 29, where the
Delhi Declaration was agreed
upon.

Shea added that ISIS has
expanded the frequency and
lethality of its attacks in the
Sahel, making this region the
global epicentre for fatalities
from terrorist attacks. As such,
ISIS-Somalia, ISIS-Sahel, and
ISIS-West Africa collectively
pose a significant threat to
stability and prosperity in
Africa.

She asserted that accountabil-
ity for terrorist attacks and
other terrorist activity is key to
the fight against terrorism and
to deterring such acts from tak-
ing place in the future. “In that
vein, we urge the members of
this Council to take action
and agree to list more ISIL and
al-Qa’ida affiliates in the 1267
Sanctions Committee, so that
they will be subject to a world-
wide asset freeze, travel ban,
and arms embargo”

The US also called on Member
States to play an active and
timely role in updating and
implementing UN 1267 sanc-
tions to counter ISIS and al-

Qqlida.

US President says he will host
Jordan’s King Abdullah II

... as he escalates
pressure on

his plan for Gaza
resettlement

PTI B WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump
will host Jordans King
Abdullah II at the White
House on Tuesday as he esca-
lates pressure on the Arab
nation to take in refugees
from Gaza — perhaps perma-
nently — as part of his auda-
cious plan to remake the
Middle East.

The visit is happening at a per-
ilous moment for the ongoing
ceasefire in Gaza as Hamas,
accusing Israel of violating
the truce, has said it is paus-
ing future releases of hostages
and as Trump has called for
Israel to resume fighting if all
those remaining in captivity
are not freed by this weekend.
Trump has proposed the US
take control of Gaza and turn
it into “the Riviera of the
Middle East,” with Palestinians
in the war-torn territory
pushed into neighbouring
nations with no right of return.
He suggested on Monday that,
if necessary, he would with-

hold US funding from Jordan
and Egypt, longtime US allies
and among the top recipients
of its foreign aid, as a means
of persuading them to accept
additional Palestinians from
Gaza. “Yeah, maybe. Sure, why
not?” Trump told reporters. “If
they don't, I would conceivably
withhold aid, yes”

Jordan is home to more than
2 million Palestinians and,
along with other Arab states,
has flatly rejected Trump’s
plan to relocate civilians from
Gaza. Jordan’s foreign minis-
ter, Ayman Safadi, said last
week that his country’s oppo-
sition to Trump’s idea was
“firm and unwavering”

In addition to concerns about
jeopardizing the long-held
goals of a two-state solution to
the Israel-Palestinian conflict,
Egypt and Jordan have private-
ly raised security concerns
about welcoming large num-
bers of additional refugees
into their countries even tem-
porarily. When asked how
hed persuade Abdullah to take
in Palestinians, Trump told
reporters, “I do think he'll take,
and I think other countries
will take also. They have good
hearts”

The king is also meeting with
top Trump administration
officials during his visit,
including Secretary of State

Marco Rubio, national securi-
ty adviser Mike Waltz, Middle
East envoy Steve Witkoff and
Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth. He is the third for-
eign leader to hold an in-per-
son meeting with Trump since
his Jan. 20 inauguration.
Trump announced his ideas
for resettling Palestinians from
Gaza and taking ownership of
the territory for the US during
a press conference last week
with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Trump initially didn’t rule out
deploying US troops to help
secure Gaza but at the same
time insisted no US funds
would go to pay for the recon-
struction of the territory, rais-
ing fundamental questions
about the nature of his plan.
After Trump’s initial com-
ments, Rubio and White
House press secretary Karoline
Leavitt insisted that Trump
only wanted Palestinians relo-
cated from Gaza “temporari-
ly” and sought an “interim”
period to allow for debris
removal, the disposal of unex-
ploded ordnance and recon-
struction. But asked in an
interview with Fox News’ Bret
Baier that aired Monday if
Palestinians in Gaza would
have a right to return to the
territory under his plan, he
replied, “No, they wouldn’t”

1 killed as
Scottsdale

PTI M SCOTTSDALE (US)

One person was killed and
others were injured when a
private jet owned by Motley
Crue singer Vince Neil collided
with another jet Monday after-
noon at the Scottsdale Airport in
Arizona, authorities said. Neils jet
was landing at the airport when
it veered off the runway and col-
lided with another parked plane,
Neil's representative Worrick
Robinson, IV, said in a statement.
There were two pilots and two
passengers on Neils plane, but he
was not among them.

“Mr. Neil's thoughts and prayers
go out to everyone involved, and
he is grateful for the critical aid
of all first responders assisting
today;” Robinson said.

The arriving jet veered off the
runway and collided with the
Gulfstream 200 jet that was
parked on private property,
according to Kelli Kuester, avia-
tion planning and outreach coor-
dinator at the Scottsdale Airport.
It appeared that the left main
landing gear of the arriving jet
failed, resulting in the collision,
she said.

Kuester said four people were on
the arriving jet, which had come
from Austin, Texas, and one
person was in the parked plane.
Two people injured in the colli-
sion were taken to trauma cen-
ters and one was in stable condi-

private jets collide at
Airport in Arizona

it ]
e —

tion at a hospital, Scottsdale Fire
Department Capt Dave Folio
said. He said they were working
to recover the body of the person
killed in the collision.

“Our thoughts and prayers go out
to everybody involved in this;
Folio said.

The runway has been closed and
will remain closed “for the fore-
seeable future,” Kuester said.
Scottsdale Mayor Lisa Borowsky
said in a statement that she is
closely monitoring the situation
and is in touch with the airport,
police and federal agencies.
“On behalf of the city of
Scottsdale, we offer our deepest
condolences to those involved in
the accident and for those who
have been taken to our trauma
center for treatment,” she said.
“We will keep all affected by this
tragedy in our prayers.”

= 1 ~ =

The airport is a popular hub for
jets coming in and out of the
Phoenix area, especially during
big sports weekends like the
Waste Management Phoenix
Open golf tournament, which
attracts huge crowds just a few
miles away.

The Scottsdale collision comes
after three major US aviation dis-
asters in the past two weeks. A
commercial jetliner and an Army
helicopter collided near the
nations capital on Jan. 29, killing
67 people. A medical trans-
portation plane crashed in
Philadelphia on Jan 31, killing the
six people on board and anoth-
er person on the ground. And last
week a small commuter plane
crashed in western Alaska on its
way to the hub community of
Nome, killing all 10 people on
board.

EU chief vows tough
countermeasures to
United States tariffs

Brussels (PTI): European
Union chief Ursula von der
Leyen vowed on Tuesday that
US tariffs on steel and alu-
minum “will not go unan-
swered”, adding that they will
trigger tough countermea-
sures from the 27-nation bloc.
“The EU will act to safeguard
its economic interests,” von der
Leyen said in a statement in
reaction to US President
Donald Trump’s imposition
of tariffs on steel and alu-
minum the previous day.
“Tariffs are taxes — bad for
business, worse for con-
sumers,” von der Leyen said.
“Unjustified tariffs on the EU
will not go unanswered —
they will trigger firm and pro-
portionate countermeasures.”
In Germany, home to the EU’s
largest economy, Chancellor
Olaf Scholz told parliament
that “if the US leaves us no
other choice, then the
European Union will react
united,” adding that “ultimate-
ly, trade wars always cost both
sides prosperity”.

Trump is hitting foreign steel
and aluminum with a 25% tax
in the hope that they will give
local producers relief from
intense global competition,
allowing them to charge high-

er prices. He imposed similar
tariffs during his first presi-
dency but the move damaged
relations with key US allies
and drove up costs for “down-
stream” manufacturers that
buy steel and aluminum.

It is not clear what counter-
measures would seek to apply,
but officials and observers
have said they would target
Republican states and tradi-
tionally strong US exports.
After Trump imposed steel
tariffs in 2018, the EU
imposed counter-tariffs on
US-made motorcycles, bour-
bon, peanut butter and jeans,
among other items. EU
Commission vice-president
Maro§ Sefcovic said Tuesday
that the tariffs are “economi-
cally counterproductive, espe-
cially given the deeply inte-
grated production chains
established through our exten-
sive transatlantic trade and
investment ties”.

“We will protect our workers,
businesses and consumers,”
Sefcovic said, but added that
“it is not our preferred sce-
nario. We remain committed
to constructive dialogue. We
stand ready for negotiations
and to find mutually beneficial
solutions where possible”
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JD Vance rails against ‘excessive
regulation’ of Al at Paris summit

PTI W PARIS

S Vice President JD Vance

on Tuesday warned glob-
al leaders and tech industry
executives that “excessive reg-
ulation” could cripple the
rapidly growing artificial intel-
ligence industry in a rebuke to
European efforts to curb AT’s
risks. The speech underscored
a widening, three-way rift over
Al
The United States, under
President Donald Trump,
champions a hands-off
approach to fuel innovation,
while Europe is tightening the
reins with strict regulations to
ensure safety and accountabil-
ity. Meanwhile, China is rapid-
ly expanding Al through state-
backed tech giants, vying for
dominance in the global race.

The US was noticeably absent
from a joint statement signed
by more than 60 nations, pledg-
ing to “promote Al accessibil-
ity to reduce digital divides”
and “ensure Al is open, inclu-
sive, transparent, ethical, safe,
secure and trustworthy.”

The agreement also called for
“making Al sustainable for
people and the planet” and pro-
tecting “human rights, gender
equality, linguistic diversity,
protection of consumers and of
intellectual property rights”
In a surprise, China - long crit-
icised for its human rights
record - signed the declaration,
leaving the US as the outlier.
At the summit, Vance made his
first major policy speech since
becoming vice president last
month, framing Al as an eco-
nomic turning point but cau-

tioning that “at this moment,
we face the extraordinary
prospect of a new industrial
revolution, one on par with the
invention of the steam engine”.
“But it will never come to pass
if overregulation deters inno-
vators from taking the risks
necessary to advance the ball,”
Vance added.

The 40-year-old vice presi-
dent, leveraging the AT summit
and a security conference in
Munich later this week, is seek-
ing to project Trump’s forceful
new style of diplomacy.

The Trump administration will
“ensure that Al systems devel-
oped in America are free from
ideological bias,” Vance said
and pledged the US would
“never restrict our citizens’
right to free speech”.

Vance also took aim at foreign

governments for “tightening
the screws” on US tech firms,
saying such moves were trou-
bling. His remarks underscored
the growing divide between
Washington and its European
allies on AT governance.
European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
stressed that, “Al needs the con-
fidence of the people and has
to be safe” and detailed EU
guidelines intended to stan-
dardise the bloc’s AI Act but
acknowledged concerns over
regulatory burden.

“At the same time, I know that
we have to make it easier and
we have to cut red tape and we
will,” she added.

She also announced that the
“InvestAI” initiative had
reached a total of€200 billion
in AI investments across

Iran loosens import
curbs on foreign
cars, IPhones

PTI H TEHRAN

Il architecture student

Amirhossein Azizi wanted
for his 19th birthday was the
latest iPhone — and for Iran’s
cash-strapped theocracy, it was
just the gift they needed as well.
Just buying a top-of-the-line
iPhone 16 Pro Max in Iran’s
capital cost him on the day 1.6
billion rials (USD 1,880).
An additional 450 million rials
(USD 530) is required for
import fees and registration on
government-managed mobile
phone networks.
“I'm very happy to own one of
the most expensive phones in
the country, Azizi said. His
father, Mohammad, laughed
nearby and added: “Maybe if
they had to earn the money
themselves, they wouldn’t be so
quick to spend it
The purchase is only possible
after Iran lifted import bans on
expensive goods like foreign
cars and new iPhones, yielding
to public demand for the prod-
ucts while also trying to mask
the dire straits of its economy.
While being described as a
way to boost Iran’s much-vaunt-
ed “resistance economy’, the
decisions trapped Iranians into
buying more affordable locally
produced vehicles long derid-
ed as “death wagons” and boost-
ed the prices of aging, second-
hand iPhones.
They also provide Iran with
much-needed tax revenues as
its government struggles under
international sanctions over its
nuclear programme.
Uncertainty over how US
President Donald Trump will
deal with Iran also has put pres-
sure on its rial currency, which
sits at record lows against the
dollar.
Powerful forces within Iran
long have been believed to be
taking advantage of the sanc-
tions, while those benefiting
may just be among the coun-
try’s most well-off citizens.
“It's more about perception
than reality;” Iranian economist
Saeed Leilaz said.
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, now 85, first
proposed the idea nearly 15
years ago as Tehran faced its
first round of intense sanctions
over its nuclear program, which
the West fears puts the Islamic
Republic at the precipice of
obtaining an atomic bomb.
Iran maintains its program is
peaceful — even as it enriches
uranium closer than ever to

weapons-grade levels.
“Sanctions are not new for us,”
Khamenei said in a 2010
speech. “All achievements have
been made and all the great
movements of the people of
Iran have been launched while
we were under sanctions.”

In some ways, it's worked for
Iran’s ruling clerics since Trump
unilaterally reimposed sanc-
tions on Tehran after withdraw-
ing America from the 2015
nuclear deal. Iran struck deals
with China to continuing buy-
ing its crude oil, likely at a dis-
count.

Those in Iran’s paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard, which
has grown into a major power
center under Khamenei, handle
the sales — both funding their
operations against Israel during
the Israel-Hamas war in the
Gaza Strip and creating a new
wealthy elite loyal to Khamenei.
But for the average person,
there’s clearly a before and an
after for the life under the
nuclear deal, which saw Iran
agree to drastically limit its
enrichment and overall stock-
pile of uranium.

At the time of the deal, the
Iranian rial traded at 32,000 to
USD 1. Now, a decade later,
USD 1 was worth 885,000 rials
on Tuesday.

The public’s savings have evap-
orated, pushing average
Iranians into holding onto
gold, real estate and other tan-
gible wealth. Others pursue
cryptocurrencies or fall to get-
rich schemes.

Iran banned the import of for-
eign cars in 2017, while not
allowing iPhones newer than
the 13 to be registered on the
country’s mobile phone net-
works. The phone decision set
off a scramble for older
iPhones, boosting their price,
while used car prices for for-
eign models remain high as
well. In the last Persian year
ending in March 2024, Iran
imported USD 3.2 billion
worth of mobile phones, cus-
toms data shows. The cut for
high-end iPhones makes them
a lucrative option to plug some
of the gaping holes in Irans
government spending —
though Iran’s foreign currency
reserves remain low due to
sanctions. “Lifting restrictions
on a few platforms or allowing
iPhone imports are the kinds of
steps the government can take
quickly and with minimal cost
to create a sense of progress,’
said Leilaz, the economist.

Ukraine, Russia trade
long-range attacks

Kyiv (PTI): Russian forces targeted Ukraine’s ener-
gy and gas infrastructure in a “massive” nighttime
missile attack and Ukrainian drones struck an
important oil refinery inside Russia, officials said |
on Tuesday, as the almost three-year war rumbled
on against a backdrop of renewed diplomatic efforts
to end it. Ukraine’s state energy company,
Ukrenergo, said it imposed emergency blackouts
due to the Russian attack. Russia has repeatedly
hammered Ukraine’s power grid throughout the war.
Meanwhile, as part of its long-range drone campaign | |5
against targets deep inside Russia, Ukraine hit a
refinery in Russia’s Saratov region about 500 km | |6
from Ukraine’s border, the Army General Staff
claimed. The facility produces gasoline, fuel oiland | [7
diesel fuel for the Russian military, it said.
Outside Ukraine, international efforts are afoot to 8
stop the fighting. President Donald Trump’s senior
advisers are expected to meet with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy later this week on
the sidelines of the Munich Security Conference to
discuss a path toward ending the war. Vice
President JD Vance, Secretary of State Marco Rubio
and retired Lt Gen Keith Kellogg, Trump’s special
envoy to Ukraine and Russia, are among the US
administration officials traveling to Germany for

the summit.
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¢+ CHANGE OF NAME |+

I, Syed Mansoor Ahmed S/o
Syed Marghoob R/o LP-9D,
Maurya Enclave, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034 have changed
my name to SYED MANSOOR.

PD(1451)C
I, Kapil Dewan, S/o Hari
Krishan Dewan, R/o E-
20/79, Ground Floor,
Sector- 3, Rohini, Delhi-
110085, have changed my
Name from Kapil Kumar
Dewan to Kapil Dewan for
all purposes.

PD(1453)C
I, hitherto known as Sucheta
Chauhan W/o- Surendra
Chauhan, R/o- Flat No. 77A,
D-1C Block, Janak Puri, New
Delhi- 110058, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Sucheta Verma
for all purposes.

PD(1454)C
I, Baboo Lal, Father of-
No.16013275P Hav Hariom
Singh, R/o- Vill- Nagla
Shyam, Post- Akola, Teh &
Dist- Agra, U.P- 283102, have
changed my name from
Baboo Lal to Babulal, vide
affidavit dated 11/02/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.

PD(1455)C
I, Soniya Yadav W/o- JC-
676708L Sub Man Singh, R/o-
Vill & PO- Patauda, Teh &
Dist- Jhajjar, Haryana-
124108, have changed my
name from Soniya Yadav to
Soniya, vide affidavit dated
11/02/2025 before Notary
Public Delhi.

PD(1456)C
I, Inder Kanwar, Mother of-
No0.16028631F Rfn Mool
Singh, R/o- Ratdiya Ki Dhani
Dhouba, PO- Khuri, Dist-
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan- 345034,
have changed my name from
Inder Kanwar to Indra, vide
affidavit dated 11/02/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.

PD(1457)C
1, Gayatri Devi, Mother of-
No.16013275P Hav Hariom
Singh, R/o- Vill- Nagla
Shyam, Post- Akola, Teh &
Dist- Agra, U.P- 283102, have
changed my name from
Gayatri Devi to Gaytri Devi,
vide affidavit dated
11/02/2025 before Notary
Public Delhi.

PD(1458)C

I, Panchu Yadav, Father of-
No0.6502805K Sep Mahesh
Kumar Yadav, R/o- Vill & PO-
Paragasapur, Dist- Sant
Ravidas Nagar, U.P- 221409,
have changed my name from
Panchu Yadav to Panchulal
Kalikaprasad Yadav, vide
affidavit dated 11/02/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.
PD(1459)C
1, Phool Devi, Mother of-
No0.6502805K Sep Mahesh
Kumar Yadav, R/o- Vill & PO-
Paragasapur, Dist- Sant
Ravidas Nagar, U.P- 221409,
have changed my name from
Phool Devi to Ful Devi, vide
affidavit dated 11/02/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.
PD(1460)C
I, No.15816356L Hav Shyam Vir
Singh, R/o- Vill- Mansya Kalan,
Post & Teh- Sadabad, Distt-
Hathras, U.P- 281306, declare
that in my service records, my
mother's name & DOB is
wrongly mentioned as Vimlesh
Devi (DOB 03/05/1970) whereas
her correct Name & DOB is

Vimlesh (DOB 04/05/1965)
which may be amended
accordingly for all future

purposes, vide affidavit dated
10/02/2025 before Executive
Magistrate, Delhi Cantt.
PD(1461)C
1, Buddhi Prakash Singh,
Father of- No.15435405K Hav
(NA) Gyanendra Singh, R/o-
Vill & PO- Diya, Teh & Dist-
Panna, M.P- 488001, have
changed my name from
Buddhi Prakash Singh to
Buddhiprakash Sinh, vide
affidavit dated 11/02/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.
PD(1462)C
I, No.15448314Y Sep Mithun
Kumar Manjhi, R/o- PO-
Jhalbarda, PS- Chandankiyari,
Kumardih, Bokaro, Jharkhand-
828134, declare that Badal
Kumar Manjhi is my father, in
my service documents his
name is wrongly written as
Badle Manjhi whereas his
correct name is Badal Kumar
Manjhi, vide affidavit dated
11/02/2025 before Notary
Public Delhi.
PD(1463)C
I, No.15448314Y Sep Mithun
Kumar Manjhi, R/o- PO-
Jhalbarda, PS- Chandankiyari,
Kumardih, Bokaro, Jharkhand-
828134, declare that Palashi
Devi is my mother, in my
service documents her name
is wrongly written as Moni
Devi whereas her correct
name is Palashi Devi, vide
affidavit dated 11/02/2025
before Notary Public Delhi.
PD(1464)C

Europe, including €20 billion
dedicated to Al gigafactories.
The summit laid bare com-
peting global AT strategies -
Europe pushing to regulate
and invest, China expanding
AT through state-backed
giants, and the US doubling
down on an unregulated,
free-market approach.
French President Emmanuel
Macron positioned Europe as
a “third way” in the
Al race, one that avoids
dependence on major powers
like the United States and
China.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that Mrs. Ruchi
Chaturvedi is the owner of Plot no. 10 & 11, area
measuring 152 sq. yards., i.e., 127.08 sq. meters.,
out of Khasra no. 994 situated at Keshavpur|
Exotica-2, village Accheja, Pargana & Tehsil Dadri,
Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar through Sale Deed
dated 20.12.2021 as Doc no. 41967 executed by
Mr. Shahmal Singh in favour of Mrs. Ruchi
Chaturvediin respectof said Plot.

Mrs. Ruchi Chaturvedi intends to transfer the
ownership of above-mentioned Plot by way of Sale
Deed to Sunil Kumar. Subsequently, Sunil
Kumarisin the process of mortgaging the said plot
with Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited. Any
objections or concerns regarding this transaction
should be raised within a period of 15 days from
the date of this public notice. Any objections
submitted after the completion of this 15-day
period will not be considered kinding with respect
tothe said property or the interests of ourclient.

If anyone wishes to raise an objection, please do
so within the stipulated 15-days period by
contacting Law Veritas: North {Advocates &
Legal Consultants) at Office No. 11, 1st Floor,
Building No. A-44/A, Sector-16, Noida, Uttar|
Pradesh-201301; Landline{s): +310120-|
3101683, e-mail: accounts@lvnorth.in

worid

201009.

Public Notice regarding cancellation of property

This Public Notice is from M/S JKG Construction Pvt Ltd for Mr Ravindra
Kumar and Mrs Sweat Soni bearing unit no. B2-805 at JKG Palm Court,
Plot No. GH-01D, Sector 16C, Greater Noida West, Uttar Pradesh-

We have offered possession of your allotted unit in June 2019, basis
which we have shared final demand notice of unit B2-805 on 23.08.2019,
21.09.2020, 03.02.2022, 31.03.2022, 11.03.2024 & 18.06.2024 but you
failed to make the payment as per final demand notice. Hence we have
cancelled your allotted unit via cancellation intimation letter dated
25.11.2024. Neither got any response from your end nor we have
received any payment so far which tantamount to your tacit acceptance
that you are no more interested in taking possession of the said flat.
Hence your allotted flat B2-805 is being cancelled as such the allotment
has become null & void and you have no claim on the dwelling unit and
Public Notice regarding cancellation of property your deposited amount
shall be refunded as per BBAClaus.

For M/S JKG Construction Pvt Ltd

website : www.cubical30.com

CUBICAL FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED
Regd. Office-456, Aggarwal Metro Height, Netaji Subhash Place, Pitam Pura, Delhi-110034
CIN-L65993DL1990PLC040101

Extract of the statement of Unaudited Financial Results for the Quarter ended December 31, 2024
(Rs. In Lacs|

E-mail ; cubfinser@yahoo.com

ST Quarter Quarter Year
No. Particulars Ended Ended Ended
12/31/2024 | 12/31/2023 | 31-03-2024
(Un-audited) | (Un-audited) [ (Audited)
1. |Total Income from operations 37.48 37.36 27345
2. | Profit/ (Loss) for the period before tax 14.54 9.40 128.70
3. |Net Profit / Loss _for the period after tax 11.67 13.37 115.88
4. | Equity Share Capital 1303.40 1303.40 1303.40
5. |Reserves excluding Revaluation Reserve - - 169.27
6. |Earnings Per Share (EPS) (of Rs. 2/- each)
Basic 0.02 0.04 0.18
Diluted 0.02 0.04 0.18

DATED : 11TH FEBRUARY, 2025
PLACE : DELHI.

SUPERIOR FINLEASE LIMITED

CIN: L74899DL1994PLC061995

Regd. Off: at NS-92,Khasra No - 33/21,Ranaji Enclave, Najafgarh, Near Arjun park Bus Stand New Delhi - 110043
Email id: superiorfinlease@gmail.com; Website: www.superiorfinlease.com
Extract of Statement of Unaudited Financial Result for the Quarter & Nine Month ended 31st December 2024

Rupees in Lacs

Quarter ended for Nine Month ended | Year ended
:Io Particulars 31-12-.24 30-09-.24 ‘31-12.-'23 .31-12.-.24. 31.12.2.023 31.03:2024
) Unaudited|Unaudited|L d|L Unaudited| Audited
REVENUE FROM OPERATIONS 8.44 22,83 2316 | 5381 72.00 93.73
2 | Profit/ (loss) before exceptional items and -7.49 1373 359 950 | -13.60 8.57
tax (lll-1V)
3 | Profit/{loss) before tax (V-VI) -7.49 1373 359 950 | -13.60 8.57
4 | Profit / (loss) for the period from continuing -7.49 1373 3.59 950 | -13.60 6.34
operations (VII-VIII)
Total Comprehensive income for the period -7.49 13.73 3.59 950 | -13.60 6.34
XN+ XV)
Paid up equity share capital 300.10 | 300.10 | 300.10 | 300.10 | 300.10 | 300.10
{Face value Rs. 1/- per share)
Reserve excluding Revaluation Reserves as | 383.79 | 383.79 | 37758 | 383.79 | 377.58 | 38379
per balance sheet of previous accounting year
Earnings per equity share
(1) Basic (in Rupees) -0.02 0.05 0.01 0.03 -0.05 0.02
{2) Diluted {in Rupees} -0.02 0.05 0.01 0.03 -0.05 0.02

Date: 11.02.2025
Place: Delhi

Note: The above is an extract of the detailed formate of Quarterly ended Financial Results filed with the stock exchange
under regulation 33of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of
the Quarterly ended Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchange Website i.e. www.mseiin and
www.bseindia.com and company's website i.e. www.superiorfinlease.com.

For Superior Finlease Limited
Sd/-

RAJNEESH KUMAR
DIRECTOR

DIN:02463693

Note:- The above is an Extract of the Detailsed Format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the
Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclocure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015 The Full Format of the Quarterely Financial Results is available on the Website of
Bombay Stock Exchange at www.bseindia.com & on Company website at www.cubicalrealtors.com.

By Order of the Board of Directors

for CUBICAL FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED
Sd/-

(ASHWANI KUMAR GUPTA)

MANAGING DIRECTOR

DIN-00348616
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given on behalf of Mrs.
Karamwati who is purchasing the Residential
Plot bearing No. 39, area measuring 420 Sq.,
Mtrs., Road Moulsari, Situated in the
residential colony known as DLF City (Earlier
known as DLF Qutab Enclave complex), Phase
I, in and around Village Nathupur, Tehsil
Wazirabad & District Gurugram, Haryana from
Mr. Atul Atri and Ms. Mukta Nidhi Samnotra who
had owned the subject property by virtue of
Transfer Deed in Blood Relation dated
05.07.2024 which was executed by Mrs. Tara Atri,
vide Bocument No. 6723, in Bock No. 1, Volume
No. 173/5811, on Pages 29.75/1 to 10, on dated
05.07.2024, SR-Wazirabad, now Mrs. Karamwati
intends to purchase the same and intend to
mortgage against the financial assistance from
Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited, That the
Original Sale deed dated 29.03.1989 executed
by M/s DLF Universal Limited in favour of Mrs.
Tara Atri in respect of the said property (Doc
No. 10894) is/are lost/misplaced, Now, Mr. Atul
Atri and Ms. Mukta Nidhi Samnotra is absolute
owner of the property as abovementioned. To
comply the requirements of BANK/NBFC, we give
this public notice that if any person{s) having any
objection regarding ownership and/ or creating
mortgage of the said property is/are hereby
requested to intimate in writing to the undersigned
about his objections within 7 days from today,
failing which it shall be presumed that the
said property is free from all type of
Encumbrances, lien etc, Lucem Legal LLP|

Plot No.136, {Basement) Uday Park,
New Delhi-110049,Contact # 011-40046316]

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hercby given that Mr. Yashraj Deora
{hereinafter referred to as the said Mortgagor/Borrower)
is purchasing Ground Floor, built on Plot No. 200 in Block
C, adm. 300 Sq. Yrds. Greater Kailash Part-(, New Delhi.
(Hereinafter referred to "said property") from Mrs.
Bhavna Singh d/o Late Virender Bhardwaj wha is it's
absolute owner by virtue of Sale Deed dated 27.11.1961
regd. as 8696, Will dated 01.01.1967, Family Settlement
dated 13.04.2004, Supplementary Agreement dated
14.06.2004, Will dated 07.08.2007 regd. as Doc. No.
2783, Will dated 06.08.2007 regd. as Doc. No. 2784
read with Supplementary Will dated 15.01.2018 & SMC
dated 19.01.2024. The Borrower will create mortgage in
respect of the said property in favour of our clients Axis
Bank Limited, D-70 A, East of Kailash, New Delhi.

Any person, body, individual, institution having any
claim and/or objection in respect of the said property by
way of sale, exchange, lease, lien, mortgage, charge,
encumbrance, gift, trust, easement, maintenance,
inheritance, testamentary deposition or otherwise or
having in their custody any title documents pertaining to
the said property shall communicate the same to the
undersigned at our address within 07 days from the
publication of this notice with documentary evidence in
support thereof, failing which all the claim, of such
person shall be considered to have been waived and/or
abandoned. Any objections raised after the completion
ofthe 07 days shall not be binding upon the said property
or purchaser/ Mortgagor/ Borrower.

Ms. Smridhi Mahajan (Advocate); A-38, Kailash
Colony New Delhi. 110048 Tel.+ 1149774545/99

PUBLIC NOTICE
IT 1S BROUGHT TO THE NOTICE OF ALL
CONCERNED THAT WE, ANILKUMARAGARWAL S/0
SHRI HUKUM CHAND AGARWAL & MRS. MADHU
KUMAR| AGARWAL WIFE OF SHRI ANIL KUMAR
AGARWAL R/O E-301, ELITE ESTATE, PLOTNO. C-4,
SECTOR-18, VASUNDHARA-GHAZIABAD-201012,
JOINTLY HEREBY DECLARES THAT DUE TO
VARIOUS DIFFERENCES ARISEN BETWEEN USAND
OUR ELDER DAUGHTER MS. MAHIMA GOYEN DUE
TO HER HOSTILE, IRRESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR ,
CONDUCT AND ATTITUDE TOWARDS US AND
DESPITE OUR DISAGREEMENT FOR HER DECISION
TO GETTING MARRIAGE IN PUNJABI/DIFFERENT
CAST FAMILY SHE IS STICK TOHER DECISION , WE
IN QUR FULL SENSE AND IN SOUND STATE QF MIND
HEREBY DISOWNED QUR DAUGHTER MS. MAHIMA
GOYEN FROM QUR ALL PROPERTIES WITH
IMMEDIATE EFFECT AND HEREBY FURTHER
DECLARE THAT AFTER OUR DEMISE QUR
DAUGHTER MS. MAHIMA GOYEN AND/CR HER
CHILDREN AND/OR HER HUSBAND SHALL HAVE NO
CONCERN WITH OUR PROPERTIES IN ANY
MANNER WHATSOEVER. FURTHER IF ANY BODY
DEALS WITHOUR DAUGHTER MS MAHIMAGOYEN
INRESPECT TO OUR PROPERTIES IN ANY MANNER
SHALL BE DOING SO ENTIRELY AT HIS/HER OWN
RISKAND CONSEQUENCES.

DATED; 04th February 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given on behalf of M/S
MIDDLEPATH CONSULTANCY PVT. LTD with
respect fo PLOT NO. 3 AREA MEASURING 350
S$Q. MTRS. BLOCK-D, SITUATED IN VILLAGE
RANGPURI RESIDENTIAL SCHEME NEW
DELHI; which is presently owned byM/s
|Middlepath Consultancy Pvt. Ltd. had purchased
the 4/5" share of subject property from Mrs.
Phoolwati, Ram Kumar, Inderwati, Ashok Kumar,
Tara & Mrs. Krishna Devi and Phoolwati (1/5th
share), Ashok Kumar({1/10th share), Ram Kumar,
Inderwati (1/10th share) & Tara w/o Ashok(1/10th
share), Mrs. Krishna Devi through their constituted
general attorney M/s Middlepath Consultancy Pvt.
Ltd vide Regd. GPA, SPA with Agreement to Sell &
Will dated 05.07.2013 & (Self) Sale Deed dated
28.06.2014 and had purchased the 1/5th share of|
subject property from(1) Mrs. Geetawati wic late
Kuldeep Singh {2) Ravi Sehrawat s/o late Kuldeep
Singh & (3) Mrs. Heena w/o Ravi Sehrawat vide
Release Deed dated 02.08.2014. Further, SPA
dated 05.07.2013 & GPA dated 27.06.2014 vide
Doc. No. 7876 is not available and M/s
[Middlepath Consultancy Pvt. Ltd is declaring
that Inderwati w/o Ram Kumar name not
mentioned in Conveyance Deed dated
05.05.2014, Hencethere is not any defect in title
& claim of any person. Now, PARVEEN SIROHI
intend to purchase the same and mortgage against
the financial assistance from ADITYA BIRLA
HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED. To comply the
requirements of BANK/NBFC, we give this public
notice that if any Person havingany type of claim
/right/titlefinterest/creatingmortgage over the said
property, may inform in writing, at the address
mentioned below, about his objections, within 7
days from today, failing which it shall be presumed
that the said property is free from all type of
Encumbrances, lien efc. Lucem Legal LLP

Plot No.136, (Basement) Uday Park,
New Delhi-110049.Contact # 011-40046316

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is to inform to the public at large that Mrs.
Seema who is the owner of Plot measuring
25 sq.yds., Khasra No.470b, situated at
Saraswati Vihar, Village Khoda, Pargana
Loni, Tehsil and Distt. Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh vide Sale Deed dated 19.03.2024
(Doc. No.3476) executed by Mr. Ramesh
and same to be finance & mortgage by
Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. (MHIL). That,
Mr. Ramesh has sold the said property,
without consent of Legal Heirs of Late Mrs.
Kirankali wife of Mr. Dulli inrespect of Khasra
No. 470b and others (Property has been
mutated in the name of Mr. Ramesh (son) and
Mr. Ashok (grandson) as the Legal Heirs of
deceased Mrs. Kirankali. but further Sale
Deed was executed by Mr. Ramesh only
without consent of Mr. Ashok. So, to comply
the requirements of BANK/NBFC, we give
this public notice that if any Person having any
type of claim /right/titie/interest/creating
mortgage over the said property, may inform
in writing, at the address mentioned below,
about his objections, within 7 days from
today, failing which it shall be presumed that
the said property is free from all type of
Encumbrances,lienetc. Lucem Legal LLP

B-93B, Second Floor, Cpp. SBI Bank|

LSector 2,Noida,UP-201301Contact#0120-4269379

PUBLIC NOTICE

0On behalf of M/S MAXHEIGHTS TOWNSHIP
&PROJECTSPVT. LTD having its registered
office at 408, 4th floor, RG Trade Tower,
Netaji Subhash Place, Pitampura, New
Delhi-110034, the general public is hereby
informed that on the basis of application/
documents submitted by Smt. Veena
Gautam W/o. Late Sh. Suresh Kumar
Gautam R/0 737, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-
110009, the Developer M/s. Maxheights
Township & Projects Pvi. Ltd is Substi-
tuting, in place of late Sh. Suresh Kumar
Gautam, the name of following Class 1
Legal heirs of Late Sh. Suresh Kumar
Gautam, qua allotment of Flat No G-051,
5th Floor and D-102, 10th Floor,
Maxheights Metro View Apartments,
Sector-35, Sonipat Haryana:-

1. Prachi Vohra (Daughter)

2. Varun Gautam (Son)

3. Veena Gautam (Wife)
If any person has any objection/claim on
the said property or against the said
substitution, they may file his/her
claim/objection within 15 days to the
company, and thereafter no objection/
claim will be entertained in this regard.

Kshitij Sharda Advocate

Date : 11.02.2025 D/1516/2008

RLF LIMITED
Reg. Office:14 KMS, Gurgaon Pataudi Road, Village Jhund Sarai Veeran,
Distt. Gurgaon Haryana-122001
Corporate Office: D-41, South Extension-Il, New Delhi-110049.
CIN NO. L74999HR1979PLC032747, Phone: 011-26258237,
Email: teamunited83@gmail.com

February, 2025 respectively.

hereunder:

FINAL CALL MONEY-CUM-FORFEITURE NOTICE OF THE HOLDERS OF PARTLY
PAID-UP EQUITY SHARES OF RLF LIMITED AS ON THE CUT OFF DATE LE.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 04th 2025.

In terms of provisions of the companies Act, 2013 {Act'), read with the relevant rules made thereunder,
the Final Call Money-Cum-Forfeiture Notice has been issued in the Physical mode to holders of Partly
paid up shares on their registered address available with the RTA of the Company as on the CUT OFF
DATE LE. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 04TH 2025, who have not paid the call money or part thereof. The
dispatch of Final Call Money Cum Forfeiture Notice in Physical mode was completed on Friday, 07th

The Board of Directors of the company at its meeting held on Wednesday, January 22, 2025, has
approved to send the Final Call Money-Cum-Forfeiture Notice for payment of Final Call Money of ?5/- per
partly-up equity share (comprising ¥5/- towards face valus).

Further, the Board of Directors of the Company fixed the period of Final Call Money-Cum-Forfeiture
Notice from which call money will be payable, the details relating to the said events are mentioned

1. The Company has fixed Cut-off date i.e. Tuesday, February 4, 2025, for the purpose of
ascertaining the holders of Equity Shares to whom the Final Call money-Cum-Forfeiture Notice,

would be sent.
2. Fixation of period of payment of Final Call Money (Both days inclusive} and mode of payment:
Payment Period From To Duration
Monday, 10 February, 2025 Monday. 24 February, 2025 15 Days
Mode of Payment a) Cheque/Dremand Draft RLF Limited
(i} (made payable to}

(i}Available only to resident shareholders and such payments to be received on or before close of
banking hours on Monday, February 24, 2025,

3. The payment slip along with the amount payable by cheque or demand draft must be presented
RLF Limited ("Company"} at the following location on or before Monday, February 24, 2025:

Name of the Company and RLF Limited,

Communication Address: D-41, South Extension, Part Il, New
Drelhi-110048 Contact Details: 011-41644995 011-49075251
Email Address: teamunited83@ gmail.com Website: www.rlfitd.com
Contact Person: Mr. Vikas Grover

Final Call Money

Cheque or demand draft payable at Delhi, along with completed
payment slip send by registered post/speed post/courier at
the office of the Company.

Full Name of the Sole/First shareholder;

T

DP ID-Client ID/Folio No.; and
d. No. of partly paid-up equity shares.

call money as not paid), including the amount
Form.

Shareholder may note that:

NSDL/CDSL.

RLF Limited,
o, g

The shareholder must inter alia state the following details in the payment slip:

Final Call Money-Gum- Forfeiture Notice Number.;

P.\ease note that, failure to pay the Final Call Meney pursuant to the final call money-cum-forfeiture
Notice, as aforesaid, shall render the partly paid-up equity shares of the Company (to the extent that final

accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Articles of Association of the Company and the Application

i Upon completion of the corporate action, the partly paid-up equity shares shall be cenverted into
fully paid-up ordinary shares and would be credited to ISIN INE629C01014, allotted by

ii. In case of non-receipt of the Final Call Money-Cum-Forfeiture Notice, shareholders can request
by e-mail or letter, for the duplicate Final Call Money-Cum- Forfeiture Notice to the Registrar, or
may also download the same from the Company's website: www.rlfltd.com; In such a case,
however, the sharehelder has to fill the DP ID-Client ID/Folio No., number of partly paid-up equity
shares held and amount payable towards the First and Final Call Money.

All correspondence in this regard may be addressed to:

already paid thereon are liable to be forfeited in

Add D-41, South

Part Il, New Delhi-110049

Contact Details: 011-41644995: 011-48075251
Email Address: teamunited83@gmail.com
Website: www.rlfltd.com

Contact Person: Mr. Vikas Grover

For RLF Limited

Date: 11sth, February, 2025
Place: Delhi

Sd/-
Aditya Khanna Managing Director
DIN:01860038

PUBLIC NOTICE

On behalf of M/S MAXHEIGHTS TOWNSHIP
&PROJECTS PVT. LTD having its registered
office at 408,4th floor, RG Trade Tower,
Netaji Subhash Place, Pitampura, New
Delhi-110034, the general public is hereby
informed that on the basis of application/
documents submitted by Sh. Mahesh
Chand Singal H/o. Late Smt. Vinod Bala
Jain Singal R/0. A-701, Airport Apartment,
Sector-47, South City-Il, Gurgaon-122018,
the Developer M/s. Maxheights Township
& Projects Pvt. Ltd is Substituting, in place
of late Smt. Vinod Bala Jain Singal, the
name of following Class 1 Legal heirs of
Late Smt. Vinod Bala Jain Singal, qua
allotment of Flat No. D-103, 10th Floor,
Maxheights Metro View Apartments
Sector-35, Sonipat Haryana:-

1. Mahesh Chand Singal (Husband)

2. Nishi Jain (Daughter)

3. Taniya Jain (Daughter)

4. Pranab Kumar Jain{ Son)
If any person has any objection/claim on
the said property or against the said
substitution, they may file his/her
claim/objection within 15 days io the
company, and thereafter no objection/
claim will be entertained in this regard.

Kshitij Sharda Advocate

Date : 11.02.2025 D/1516/2008

Y
Circle Otfice; South Delhi, T Bhikaji Cama

Place, Kow Dedhi-110066
E-mail: cosdelgadi@pnd.co.in

NOTICE TO GENERAL PUBLIC

Al General and Estesmed customers ane
hereby informed that the shifiing of the
falicrwing branch a5 manbioned undser Punih
Mational Bank, Cinda Cffice South Dedhi has
boen finakzed wih eflect from 10 March
2025, detals of which ame a5 under

Branch to Shifi: B-1/A-14, Mohan Co-
operatnd Indusins] Estate, Main Mathura
Road, New Deshi- 110044

Place where Branch lo be shift: B-1/4.12
Mohan Co-cperative Indusinal Estabe, Main
Mathura Flosd, Mew Deihi-110044.
Thenefore, &l cusiomers afe requesied i
operade ther accounl and avail of ofher
baniing facilies from 10 March 2025 al the
above-mentioned branch address (o ba
shified whers) of any other beanch of Purgah
Matonal Bank. We wish o inform &l tha
locker holders of owr existing branch thal
utmiasl cara will be laken whia shifting the
lockers to the new branch address
Howened, any cusiomer wilh a locker Faciity
degares 10 lake possession of conbenls
baliore shifing and re-daposit the same after
shifting ihe lockers 1o the naw beanch
adiress, we request you i do 50 on of
babore 05032025 by conlacting Branch
Head. Pungab Mational Bank |5 shways
commidbed o provide Ihe best al 1heir
sanices iocusiomans,
Disbe- 12002025

tigna SimaE Sm
pumob notionol. bank

N e e

Circle Head

FORM NO. INC-26
[Pursuant to rule 30 the Companies
{Incorporation) Rules, 2014]
Advertisement for the shifting of
Registered Office of the Applicant
Company from one State to another

BEFORE THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT /
REGIONAL DIRECTOR, MINISTRY OF
CORPORATE AFFAIRS, GOVERNMENT OF
INDIA NORTHERN REGION,

B-2 WING, 2nd FLOOR, PARYAVARAN
BHAWAN, CGO COMPLEX,

NEW DELHI 110003
IN THE MATTER OF SUB-SECTION (4) GF
SECTION 13 OF THE COMPANIES ACT, 2013,
SECTION 13(4) OF COMPANIES ACT, 2013
AND
CLAUSE (a) of SUB-RULE 30 OF THE
COMPANIES (INCORPORATION) RULES, 2014
SECTION 13(4) OF COMPANIES ACT, 2013
AND
CLAUSE (a} of SUB-RULE 30 OF THE
COMPANIES (INCORPA?\I%ATIUN) RULES, 2014

IN THE MATTER OF
FORECH INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
{CIN:U51109DL1983PTC015047
HAVING ITS REGISTERED OFFICE AT
$-23, GREEN PARK EXTN. NEW DELHI 110016
........................ APPLICANT

Notice is hereby given to the General Public that
the company proposes to make an application to
the Central Government / Regional Director under
section 13 of the Companies Act, 2013 seeking
confirmation of alteration of the Memorandum of
Association of the Company in terms of the
Special resolution passed at the Extra Ordinary
General meeting of the Shareholder held on 11th
February, 2025 to enable the company to change
its Registered office from the “State of National
Capital Territory of Delhi” to the “State of
Haryana”.

Any person whose interest is likely 1o be affected
by the propased change of the registered office of
the company may deliver either on MCA-21 portal
(www.mca.gov.in) or cause to be delivered or
send by registered post of his/her objections
supported by an affidavit stating the nature of
his/her interest and grounds of opposition to the
concerned Regional Director, Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, Northern Region, B-2 wing,
2nd floor, Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO complex,
New Delhi 110003 within fourteen days from the
date of publication of this notice with acopy to the
applicant company at its registered office at the
address mentioned below:

Current registered office of the Company:
Forech India Private Limited

§-23, Green Park Extn. New Delhi 110016
For and on behalf of the Applicant

Farech India Pvi. Ltd.

Date: 11 February, 2025

. Sd/-
Place: New Delhi Krishan Agarwal

Whole Time Director
DIN - 00020206
Address — 53, Suvidha Kunj,

Pitampura, Delhi 110034

PUBLIC NOTICE

NATIONAL CONSUMER
DISPUTES REDRESSAL
COMMISSION
Under the Consumer Protection Act, 2019
Upbhokta Nyay Bhawan 'F'- Block,
General Pool Office Complex, INA,
NEW DELHI-110023
Telephone No.: 011-24608801-04
Fax No.: 011-24651505
Email: nedre@nic.in
Website: www.ncdrcnicin
Execution Application No. 379 of 2024

in
Consumer Complaint No. 1361 of 2015
Monu Kumar & Ors
...... Decree Holders
Versus

Metro Max Infrastructures
Pyt. Lid. & Ors.

..... Judgmeni debtors

Judgement Debtors Name:
To

1. M/S. METRO MAX INFRASTRUCTURES

PVT. LTD.

D-12, FIRST FLOOR, OPPOSITE

B-9, GATE NO. 1, VASANT KUNJ NEW
DELHI-110070.

1. (o). MR. PANKAJ SHARMA,
ADDITIONAL DIRECTOR
M/S. METRO MAX INFRASTRUCTURES
PVT. LTD.
F-119, 1ST FLOOR, JANPATH, SHYAM
NAGAR, JAIPUR, RAJASTHAN.

2. MR. PANKAJ SHARMA,
ADDITIONAL DIRECTOR,
M/S. METRO MAX INFRASTRUCTURES
PVT. LTD.
D-12, FIRST FLOOR OPPOSITE B-9,
GATE NO. 1, VASANT KUNJ NEW
DELHI-110070.

3. MR. AMIT DHINGRA,
ADDTIONAL DIRECTOR
M/S. METRO MAX INFRASTRUCTURES
PVT. LTD.
D-12, FIRST FLOOR OPPQSITE B-9,
GATE NO. 1, VASANT KUNJ NEW
DELHI-110070

4. MR. ASHU MATHUR, DIRECTOR
M/S. METRO MAX INFRASTRUCTURES
PVT. LTD.

D-12, FIRST FLOOR OPPOSITE B-9,
GATE NO. 1, VASANT KUNJ, NEW
DELHI-110070.

5. MR. SHIV PRATAP GURJAR, DIRECTOR
M/S. METRO MAX INFRASTRUCTURES
PVT. LTD.

D-12, FIRST FLOOR OPPQSITE B-9,
GATE NO. 1, VASANT KUNJ NEW
DELHI-110070

6. MR. DEEPAK RANA, DIRECTOR
M/S. METRO MAX INFRASTRUCTURES
PVT LTD.

D-12, FIRST FLOOR OPPOSITE B-9,
GATE NO. 1, VASANT KUNJ, NEW
DELHI-110070

7. POONAM NAYYAR, DIRECTOR
M/S. METRO MAX INFRASTRUCTURES
PVT. LTD.

D-12, FIRST FLOOR OPPQSITE B-9,
GATE NO. 1, VASANT KUNJ NEW
DELHI-110070
NOTICE
(Service By way of Publication of Notice)

1. Whereas, in Execution Application No. 379 of

2024 in Consumer Complaint 1361 of 2015 hos

been filed by the Decree Holder - Mr. Monu Kumar

S/oLt. Krishan Prasad Singh & Ors. R/0 3rd Floor,

House No. J-15, Dilshad Colony. Delhi-110095.,

through its counsel Mr. Ruchit Butra, Advocate,

Chamber No. 315, Block-1, Delhi. High Court,

New Delhi, Mobile No.9953033330 before the

Hon'ble National Consumer Disputes Redressal

Commission, New Delhi.

2. The Execution Application No. 379 of 2024 in

Consumer Complaint 1361 of 2015 relates o

non-compliance of the directions passed by the

Hon'ble National Commission vide its order dated

18.10.2023.

3. Whereas, the Judgment Debors (s mentioned

in the Memo of Parties and addressed fo above) in

the Execution Application No. 379 of 2024 in

Consumer Complaint No. 1361 of 2015 have

iemained unserved inthe normal course

4. Andwhereas, the Hon'ble National Commission

vide its order dated 23.12.2024 has posied the

case for further hearing on 21.02.2025, directing
for substituted service of the hearing nofice to the

Judgment debtors by way of publication in two

Newspapers, one English and one regional

newspaper having dirculation in the area where

JDs carries on ifs business and file proof of the

same.

5. Accordingly, take Nofice that the above

mentioned Judgment debtors are hereby directed

to attend the hearing on 21.02.2025 af 10:30

AM, in-person or through an  authorized

representative / counsel, failing which, the case

will be heard and determined ex-parte by the

Hon'ble National Commission.

Dated New Delhi, on this

3" January, 2024.
(Rajesh Nath)
Assistant Registrar
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rime Minister Narendra

Modi on Tuesday invited

global investments in
India’s energy sector, saying
the country offers immense
possibilities in its pursuit of
ambitious renewable energy
transition goals in the next five
years.
Referring to the target of
having 500 GW of renewable
energy, five Million Tonnes of
green hydrogen per annum
output by 2030 as well as the
launch of fresh bidding rounds
for oil and gas assets, the
prime minister said, "There are
possibilities of new
investments and I hope that
you explore all possibilities in
India".
"There are many possibilities
of investment in these sector,"
Modi said addressing the India
Energy Week 2025 (IEW'25)
virtually.
"You are not just a part of India
energy week, you are an

important part of India's
energy ambitions," Modi told
investors.

He further said, "All experts
are saying that 21st century is
India's century. Bharat is not
only driving it is own growth
but driving global growth."
India's energy ambitions, he
said, are based on five pillars.
"We have resources, which we
are harnessing. We are
encouraging our brilliant
minds to innovate. Thirdly, we
have economic strength and
politically stability," he said.
Also, he said, India has
strategic geography, which
makes energy trade easier and
more attractive.

Besides, India is committed
towards global sustainability
and this is aiding new
possibilities in the country's
energy sector, the prime
minister said.

For Viksit Bharat, the next two
decades are very crucial, he
said, adding that in the next
five years we will cross many

Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivers his remarks via video con

-

ferencing during inauguration of India Energy Week PTI

milestones.

"Our energy goals are aligned
with the deadline of 2030," he
said. By 2030, we want to add
500 GW of RE capacity, Indian
Railways will be net zero by
2030 and we aim to achieve
five MT annual output of

green hydrogen, he said and
stressed "whatever India has
achieved in last ten years
shows that these targets will be
achieved”

In last 10 years, India has
become fifth largest economy
from 10th largest.

In last 10 vyears, solar
generation capacity increased
32 times, he noted. Today,
India is the third largest solar
power generating nation and
its non-fossil fuel capacity
increased three times, he said.
India is the first country

among G20 nations to meet its
carbon emission reduction
target set by the Paris global
climate conference, he said.
About ethanol blending with
petrol, he said today India is
blending 19 per cent ethanol
and exuded confidence that
India will achieve the target of
20 per cent ethanol blending
ahead of the October 2025
deadline.

He boasted India's feedstock of
500 Million Tonnes and said
the Global Biofuels Alliance
formed during the G20
Summit in New Delhi has 28
member countries and 12
international organisations.
Addressing the gathering at
the International Energy
Week, the prime minister said
that India is bringing out
reforms to exploit the full
potential of exploration and
production of hydrocarbons in
the country.

India is the fourth largest
refining hub and it will expand
its capacity by 20 per cent,
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Modi said and pointed
towards new hydrocarbon
discoveries in the country that
are yet to be explored, and the
government has brought out

Open Licensing Acreage
Policy (OLAP).
He also stated that the

government has supported the
energy sector by setting up
exclusive economic zones and
single-window clearance
system. After amendments in
the Oilfields Regulation and
Development Act,
stakeholders will get policy
stability, extended leases and
improved financial terms.

He also noted that the natural
gas supply is increasing due
the ramp up in pipeline
infrastructure and discoveries.
"There are a lot of upcoming
possibilities of investments in
these sectors," he said.

India's major focus is on 'Make
in India' and local supply
chains, Modi said while
highlighting the country's
potential of manufacturing

PM invites investments in energy sector

various types of hardware,
including PV modules.

The PM noted that India is
supporting local
manufacturing, with the solar
PV module manufacturing
capacity expanding from two
gigawatts to approximately 70
gigawatts in the past 10 years.

About the opportunities for
innovation and manufacturing
in the battery and storage
capacity sector, the prime
minister said that India is
rapidly advancing towards
electric mobility and
emphasised the need for swift
action to meet the demands of
such a large country in this
sector. Modi said that the
current year's budget includes
numerous announcements
supporting green energy.

He remarked that the National
Critical Minerals Mission will
play a crucial role in building a
robust supply chain in India.
He also highlighted the
promotion of the non-lithium
battery ecosystem.

Considering tariff exemptions on
Australian steel, aluminium: "Trump

PTI B MELBOURNE

nited States (Us)

President Donald
Trump said he agreed to
consider a tariff exemption
on Australian steel and
aluminium imports after a
telephone call on Tuesday
with  Australia's Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese.
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese argued for an
exemption during the call,
which was scheduled before
Trump announced tariffs on
steel and  aluminium
imports on Monday.
Trump said the US trade
surplus with Australia was
one of the reasons he was
considering an exemption
from the tariffs.
"We actually have a surplus,"
Trump told reporters in the
Oval Office about trade
with Australia. "It is one of
the only countries which we
do. And I told (Albanese)
that that's something that

we  will  give  great
consideration to."
Trump spoke after he

removed exceptions and
exemptions from his 2018
tariffs on steel, meaning that
all steel imports will be
taxed at a minimum of 25
per cent. Trump also hiked

his 2018 aluminium tariffs
to 25 per cent from 10 per
cent.

Albanese had told reporters
earlier in Canberra he made
Australia's case for an
exemption, and that both
leaders agreed on wording
to say publicly, "which is
that the US President agreed
that an exemption was
under consideration in the
interests of both of our
countries.”

"They are the words that are
agreed. They're the words
that I will stick to. And I can
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say, though, that it was a
very positive and
constructive  discussion,"
Albanese added.

Australia had an exemption
from such tariffs during

Trump's first
administration.
Australia's arguments

include that the country has
run a trade deficit with the
US since the mid-20th
century and Australian
steelmaker BlueScope
employs  thousands  of
workers in the US. Australia
has only a minor share of

the US markets.

Albanese on Tuesday also
raised the AUKUS
agreement with the US and
Britain, struck with former
President  Joe  Biden's
administration, in which
Australia will acquire a fleet
of submarines powered by
US nuclear technology.
"Our steel and aluminium
are both key inputs for the
US-Australia defense
industries in both of our
countries," Albanese said.
Australia announced over
the weekend it had made the
first of six $500 Million
payments to the US under

AUKUS to Dboost US
submarine building
capacity.

Trump intends to reset US
taxes on all imports to
match the same levels
charged by other countries,
all of which comes on top of
the 10 per cent tariffs he has
already put on China,
China's retaliatory tariffs
that started Monday and the
US Tariffs planned for
Canada and Mexico that
have been suspended until
March 1.

Tuesday's conversation was
Albanese's second with
Trump since the president
was elected.

MoS Defence
Sanjay Seth
holds series
of bilateral
meetings

PTI B BENGALURU

Minister of State for
Defence Sanjay Seth
held a series of bilateral
meetings on the sidelines of
Aero India 2025 in
Bengaluru.

These meetings took place
on Monday, the inaugural
day of the biennial Aero
India, officials said.

In his meeting with Under
Secretary of State for
Defence, Italy Matteo Perego
Di Cremnago, both
Ministers  reviewed the
various facets of bilateral
defence cooperation. They
discussed about India's
growing capabilities in
manufacturing equipment
and development of
indigenous systems.

They  reaffirmed  their
commitment to strengthen
the ties in all spheres, an
official statement said.

He also met Minister for the
House of Lords, UK, Lord
Vernon Coaker. Both the
Ministers reviewed the
bilateral defence cooperation
and pledged to strengthen
the relations.

They also reaffirmed their
commitment to  work
bilaterally and with other
partners for peace,
prosperity and rules-based
world order, specifically in
the Indo-Pacific and Indian
Ocean Region wherein
cooperation would ensure
freedom of navigation and
rule of law in the maritime
and other domains, the
statement said.

Trump pauses enforcement of foreign bribery law

PTI B WASHINGTON

nited States (US)

President Donald
Trump signed an executive
order directing the
Department of Justice to
pause enforcing a nearly
half-century-old law that
was used to launch a bribery
investigation against the
Adani Group.
Trump signed an order to
pause enforcing of the 1977
Foreign Corrupt Practices
Act (FCPA) that prohibits
American companies and
foreign firms from bribing
officials of foreign
governments to obtain or
retain business.
The President directed US
Attorney General Pam Bondi
to pause enforcement of
FCPA, which was at the heart
of some of the US
Department of Justice's most
high-profile cases, including
an indictment against Indian
billionaire and Adani Group
head Gautam Adani and his

nephew Sagar.

Last year DoJ under
President Joe Biden charged
Adani for allegedly being
part of a scheme to pay over
$250 Million (about 2,100
Crore) bribe to Indian
officials in exchange of
favourable terms for solar
power contracts.

This was concealed from the
US banks and investors from
whom the Adani group
raised billions of dollars for
the project, the prosecutors
had alleged last year citing
FCPA that allows pursuing
foreign corruption
allegations if they involve
certain links to American
investors or markets.

The pause and the review is
being seen as a relief to the
Adani Group but it remains
to be seen what stand the
Do]J takes after the six month
review period.

The order that Trump signed
asked "the Attorney General
to review guidelines and
policies governing

investigations and
enforcement actions under
the FCPA" in 180 days.
"During the review period,
the Attorney General shall
cease initiation of any new
FCPA investigations or
enforcement actions, unless
the  Attorney  General
determines that an
individual exception should
be made," it said.

Also it sought "review in

detail all existing FCPA
investigations or
enforcement actions and

take appropriate action with
respect to such matters to
restore proper bounds on
FCPA enforcement and
preserve Presidential foreign
policy prerogatives”

FCPA investigations and
enforcement actions
initiated or continued after
the revised guidelines or
policies are issued "shall be
governed by such guidelines
or policies; and must be
specifically authorised by the
Attorney General".

ONGC inks deal with BP to boost Mumbai high output

PTI B NEW DELHI

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd
(ONGC) has signed a contract with
global oil major BP for raising output
from its flagship Mumbai High (MH)
oil and gas field by up to 60 per cent

over the next decade.

BP will be Technical Services Provider
(TSP) for the Mumbai High field,
India's largest and most prolific offshore
oil field, the two firms said in a

statement.

"ONGC will retain ownership and
operational control of the field," it said.
"Under the terms of the contract, BP
will receive a fixed fee for a period of
two years for its deployed personnel,
followed by a service fee linked to
incremental oil and gas production.”

BP will work in close collaboration with
ONGC to stabilise the field's current
production decline and restore it to a

robust growth trajectory.

Last month ONGC had said the BP deal
will yield $10.3 Billion revenue boost
from increased oil and gas production.
BP Exploration (Alpha) Ltd, a wholly-
owned step-down subsidiary of BP Plc,
as the Technical Service Provider (TSP)
"has indicated a substantial potential
increase of approximately 44 per cent in
crude oil (from baseline production of
45.47 Million Tonnes to 65.41 Million
Tonnes) and approximately 89 per cent
increase in gas production (from 24.94
Billion Cubic Metres to 47.22 Billion
Cubic Metres) for the 10-year contract
period," it had said.

In terms of oil and oil equivalent gas,
the increase works out to 60 per cent
(from 70.40 Million Tonnes of oil
equivalent to 112.63 Million Tonnes of
oil equivalent). The increase is expected
to be visible from FY26 (April 2025 to
March 2026 financial year) with full-
scale visibility expected from FY28
(April 2027 to March 2028 fiscal).

the

The

ONGC said TSP will receive a fixed fee
for the first two years, followed by a
service fee based on a percentage share
of the revenue from net incremental
hydrocarbon
recovering incremental costs. MH, a
prolific multi-layered field located in
Mumbai
discovered by ONGC in 1974 and
started production in 1976.
field, which lies
kilometres in the Arabian Sea off the
Mumbai coast, hit a peak of 4,76,000
barrels of oil per day and 28 Billion

production, after

offshore area, was

some 160

Cubic Metres of gas in 1989 and has

since seen a gradual decline in output.
The field currently produces around
1,32,265 barrels of oil per day and
around 13 Billion Cubic Metres of gas
(less than 10 million standard cubic
metres per day or mmscmd).

This output was projected to decline to
about 75,000 bpd of oil and less than 4.5
mmscmd of gas by 2037-38.

India opens biggest oil, gas block bid round

PTI W NEW DELHI

India on Tuesday opened its
largest oil and gas bid round,
offering 25 blocks covering 1.91
Lakh square kilometers (sqgkm),
mostly in offshore area, as the
government looks to boost
domestic production to cut
imports and help energy
security.

Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri launched the 10th
bid round under the Open
Acreage  Licensing  Policy
(OALP) at the India Energy
Week (IEW) here.

OALP-X round will feature 25
blocks spread over 1,91,986
sgkm in 13 sedimentary basins.
13 of the blocks are in the
offshore area.

In the previous nine rounds,
3.78 Lakh sqkm area was
offered. The last bid round,
OALP-IX, was the largest before
the current bid round.

The OALP-IX bid round
featured 28 blocks or areas
spread over 1.36 Lakh sqkm
were offered for finding and
producing oil and gas.
OALP-IX in  September
attracted four bidders that
included state-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) and Oil India Ltd and
private sector Vedanta Ltd, with
most blocks getting just two
bids, according to the
Directorate ~ General — of
Hydrocarbons (DGH). It also
for the first time saw Reliance
Industries Ltd-BP Plc combine
bidding together with ONGC
for one block in Gujarat
offshore. Reliance and its
supermajor partner BP had bid
in just two of the past eight oil

and gas bid rounds since 2017.
Reliance-BP combine had bid
and won the two blocks they
had bid for in the previous
rounds and in OALP-IX they
teamed up with ONGC for the
first time to bid for a shallow
water block in the Gujarat-
Saurashtra basin.

The government is yet to award
OALP-IX blocks to winners.

In OALP-IX, ONGC bid for 14
blocks alone and with partners
such as state-owned Oil India
Ltd (OIL) and Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC) for four
other blocks. After considering
its bid with Reliance-BP, ONGC
in all bids for 19 out of the 28
blocks on offer.

Mining  billionaire  Anil
Agarwal-owned Vedanta Ltd
bid for all the 28 blocks on offer
while Sun Petrochemicals Ltd
bid for seven areas.

Of the 28 blocks on offer, four
blocks got three bids each while
the rest had two bidders, one
being Vedanta Ltd.

Blocks are awarded to firms
offering the highest share of
revenues generated from oil
and gas produced from the
blocks and the  work
programme they commit to.
The 28 blocks offered in OALP-
IX, including nine onshore
blocks, eight shallow-water
blocks and 11 ultra-deepwater
blocks across eight sedimentary
basins, covered an area of
136,596.45 sqkm. In the
previous eight OALP rounds,
144 exploration and production
blocks comprising a total area
of 242,055 sqkm have been
awarded.

In the last round (OALP-VIII)
where 10 blocks were offered,

state-owned ONGC won seven
blocks while a private sector
consortium  of  Reliance
Industries and BP, Qil India and
private sector Sun
Petrochemicals received one
block each. The government
introduced the OALP in 2017
to attract oil and gas firms to
develop India's upstream sector.
The  OALP  guarantees
marketing and pricing freedom
with a revenue-sharing model,
apart from offering reduced
royalty rates.

Reliance and BP have more
than a decade-old partnership
and are partners in KG deepsea
block KG-DWN-98/3 or KG-
D6 from where they produce
about 30 Million standard cubic
metres per day of gas. The
government has been hoping
that opening up more acreage
for exploration will help boost
India’s oil and gas production,
helping cut down the $222
Billion oil import bill.

In 2016, it brought in an open
acreage policy which moved
away from the previous practice
of government identifying and
bidding out blocks to the one
under which explorers were
allowed the freedom to identify
any area outside of the ones that
are already with some company
or other, for prospecting of oil
and gas. The areas identified are
to be clubbed twice a year and
offered for bidding.

The firm identifying the area
gets a five-point advantage.
Mining mogul Anil Agarwal's
Vedanta Ltd walked away with
41 blocks out of the 55 blocks
on offer in the very first round
and got another 10 areas in two
subsequent rounds.

Easebuzz gets
RBI approval as
online payment
aggregator

PTI W NEW DELHI

ayment solutions provider

Easebuzz has received final
authorisation  from  the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to
operate as an online Payment
Agregator (PA), according to a
release.
The nod allows the company
to continue operating as an
authorised payments platform

and help process online
payments for Indian
businesses across sectors,

including e-commerce, travel
and tourism, education and
real estate.

"With this license, Easebuzz
now joins a select group of
approved payment aggregators
in India, who are authorised to
facilitate digital transactions
for merchants under the
regulatory framework set by
the RBI," the release said.
Easebuzz Payments platform
is currently processing an
annualised Gross Transaction
Value (GTV) of $30 Billion,
and is serving more than
2,00,000 businesses, including
SMEs (small and medium
enterprises) and startups.
Rohit Prasad, MD and CEO of
Easebuzz, said the final
authorisation from RBI to
operate as a online PA stands
as a testament to the
company's adherence to
building safe, secure and
compliant digital payment
solutions.

Centre enhancing focus on inter-agency coordination to eliminate smuggling

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

he Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence has taken the
lead to establish an anti-

smuggling coordination
platform so that all agencies
come forward and share

relevant information and work
towards eliminating smuggling
activities and catching the real
culprits.

"There are various challenges
that law enforcement agencies
face in tackling smuggling
including going after the
criminal syndicates or the key
persons who are financing such
illegal operations; it is not
enough to just catch the carrier.
To put a big dent into the
smuggling network, we need to

K/I(;han Kumar Singh, member (compliance management), Central Board of Indirect

Taxes and Customs on FICCI CASCADE's "Anti-Smuggling Day’

have enough data, skill sets and
tools to analyse the data and
intelligence coordination," said
Mohan Kumar Singh, member
(compliance  management),

Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs on the occasion
of FICCI CASCADE's 'Anti-
Smuggling Day' on Tuesday.

Talking about the importance

of inter-agency cooperation,
Singh said it is important to focus
on operational readiness and
coordination among agencies to
tackle cross border smuggling.
"Also, recognition by the United
Nations of this anti-smuggling
day  will create  more
international awareness on the
issue, thereby contributing to the
efforts in stemming this malaise,"
said Singh.

Highlighting the colossal nature
of the problem of smuggling in
the context of a rising Bharat,
Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI
CASCADE, said, "Along with
the government and
enforcement agencies it is critical
that the consumers increasingly
come forward and play their part
in the battle against smuggling
and illicit trade.

It is critical that the
dissemination of information
and exposure to facts related to
smuggling is extended to the
children and the youth.
Additionally, I cannot
overemphasise the importance
of using advanced technology to
counter smuggling and its
offshoots. I am confident that the
coming together of all these
elements will lead to an effective
and sustained response against
this formidable adversary."
Pankaj Kumar Singh, Former
Deputy  National  Security
Advisor, Government of India
said there are now new models of
smuggling  that  involves
technology such as the usage of
drones that enables the creation
of huge margins for these illegal
activities.

GLOBAL LIBRARY SUMMIT 2025 IN NEW DELHI: A
LANDMARK EVENT FOR LIBRARY DIPLOMACY

. NEW DELHI: The Global Library
Summit (GLS) 2025, themed "Library
Diplomacy: Uniting Nations Through
E Library Cooperation," was held

successfully between February 5-7 at
the India International Centre, and
SAU Campus.

OLA ELECTRIC REDEFINES THE MOTORCYCLING
SEGMENT WITH ITS ROADSTER X SERIES

BENGALURU: Ola Electric, India’s
largest pure-play EV company,
today announced its entry into the
EV motorcycle segment with the
launch of its Roadster X series to
redefine  motorcycling  with

impressive performance and a

thrilling riding experience.
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US Open revamps

PTI W NEW YORK

he U.S. Open is moving
I its mixed doubles
championship to the
week before the tournament
begins, hoping a revamped
format and $1 million prize
will persuade top singles
players to chase a Grand
Slam doubles title.
This year’s event will feature
16 teams competing over two
days in shorter matches.
Tournament organizers
believe that can attract the
sport’s biggest stars, many of
whom have long passed on
doubles to keep themselves
fresh for singles.
“What I would say is the
reason behind this is to
appeal to more fans and grow
the fan base around the
world,” said Lew Sherr,
executive director and CEO
of the US.  Tennis
Association. “But the way to
do that is to have the biggest
names in the  sport
participating in doubles, and
to showcase them teaming up
and playing in a different
format, we think is exciting.
In fact, we know it’s exciting.”
The plan announced Tuesday

calls for mixed doubles to be
contested on Aug. 19 and 20,
during the week when the
qualifying rounds for men’s
and women’s singles are
being held. Main draw play
in singles begins on Aug. 24.
The early round matches will
be best-of-three sets played
to just four games, with a
deciding point played at
deuce. Tiebreakers would be
at 4-all — rather than 6-6ina
regular match — and a 10-
point match tiebreaker
would be played if the teams
split sets, rather than a third
set. Only the final will closely
resemble a Grand Slam
match, a best-of-three sets
played to six games with no-
ad scoring, tiebreakers at 6-
all and a 10-point match
tiebreaker.

Sherr said the USTA had
discussed a format change in
previous years but the idea
truly picked up steam after
last year, when a “Mixed
Madness” event during the
qualifying week drew singles
superstars such as Coco
Gauff, Naomi Osaka, Nick
Kyrgios and Ben Shelton, and
was won by Stefanos Tsitsipas
and Paula Badosa.

] ML 25
“We’ve known and we've had
conversations over the years,
like, why don’t they
participate and we
understand the scheduling
challenges,” Sherr said. “I

think last year’s task with that
mixed madness event really
informed our thinking, that
if could unlock that week and
free up the top singles players
to participate, because it

didn’'t compromise their
fitness or their health going
into the singles, there was a
huge opportunity to attract
them and that’s what we saw.”
There was a $500,000 prize

for that event, which had just
four teams. By doubling the
prize money and expanding
the field, Sherr believes it will
create a competition worthy
of a Grand Slam title, rather
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than keeping it as an
exhibition.

“The athletes played hard,
Sherr said. “It was not an
exhibition, it was not a hit-
and giggle, no kids got
brought onto the court. It
was a competition and that to
me was the test. Would the
athletes compete, and the
answer to that was yes. Now
we have an opportunity for a
legitimate world
championship, a Grand Slam
championship, and we think
the stakes only go up by
making it the actual event.”
Eight teams will earn direct
entry by their combined
singles rankings, with eight
other teams given wild cards
into the field. Sherr declined
to name any players who had
committed, but said enough
have expressed interest that
some teams may be
announced in the coming
weeks, long before the field is
set in the summer.

The tournament will be
played in Arthur Ashe and
Louis Armstrong, the two
biggest stadiums, and be
televised by ESPN in
primetime, exposure that is
rarely given to doubles.

mixed doubles format, adds $1 Million prize

But it will squeeze out
doubles  specialists who
count on Grand Slam

paychecks and now lose
access to one of them. To
compensate for that, Sherr
said the prize money that was
allocated to the 32-team
mixed doubles tournament at
last year’s U.S. Open would
be redirected toward men’s
and women’s doubles.

“Yes, there’s some that will be
disappointed that they won't
have the opportunity to
compete in this event,” Sherr
said. “On the other side, we
know that there’s a huge
opportunity to create more
interest globally in doubles
and there may be a cascading
effect here, that the mixed
creates a bigger spotlight on
the mens and women’s
doubles when we get into
that  portion of the
tournament.

“We’ll have to see how that
plays out, but we do know
that our mixed competition
historically =~ has  been
competing with the men’s
and women’s singles, and so
the fields have suffered and
the attention has suffered.

Hopefully Shafali
will carry her form
in WPL: Lanning

PTI B NEW DELHI

Delhi Capitals’ skipper
Meg Lanning on Tuesday
hoped explosive India opener
Shafali Varma will carry her
recent rich vein of form in
domestic cricket into the
third season of the Women’s
Premier League starting on
Friday.

Shafali, who was dropped
from the Indian team for the
away tour to Australia in
November 2024, made
excellent outings for Haryana
in domestic matches recently
to signal her return to run-
making ways.

“She looks like she’s in really
good touch and enjoying
herself and having fun too,

which I think is really
important. For me, just
watching her play with
freedom, express herself,

(and) when she does that,
that plays a really important
role for our team,” Lanning

said  during the pre-
tournament press meet of the
Capitals.

Shafali was the top run-getter
in the Senior Women’s One
Day Trophy, scoring 527 runs
at an average of 75.29 while in
the Senior Women’s One Day
Challenger Trophy the right-
hander made 414 runs at an
average of 82.80.

On both the occasions, she
made runs at a strike-rate
close to 150.

“She did a very similar thing a
few days ago in our practice

game. She often puts on a
very entertaining show and
I've got the best seat in the
house. I always enjoy batting
with her. We get on really well
and hopefully this season can
continue on from where we
have been the first two,”
Lanning added.

Like her opening partner,
Lanning also coming to the
WPL 2025 without any
substantial match-time
experience having retired
from international cricket last
year.

So, how has she managed to
keep in touch with the game?
“I've been playing some
games for Victoria in the
WNCL (Women’s National
Cricket League). I think
playing matches is important.
There’s nothing quite like
being out in the middle and
being in a good rhythm with
that.

“So, I feel like those games are
great for me in that respect. I
feel like I'm in a good spot
with my game?”

Lanning said her past
experiences of playing in
India will help her in the
WPL.

“I always enjoy playing and
batting over here in India.
I've had some success in the
past. And yeah, so far with
the couple of days I've been
here, it’s been nice to just get
used to the conditions and
just be really clear on what
my plan is and how I want to
go about it”

Pankaj Advani wins Indian Snooker Championship

PTI ® INDORE

India’s most accomplished
player Pankaj Advani
secured his 36th overall
national title and 10th men’s
snooker crown at the
Yashwant  Club, in a
commanding display of skill
and determination.

The ONGC employee
overcame an early setback to
defeat Brijesh Damani in a
final where Damani
managed to take the opening
frame, the only one he
would claim throughout the
match.

The tournament serves as
the only selection event for
the Asian and World
Championships.

Advani’s performance was
marked by consistency and
precision.  After falling
behind by a frame, he
maintained his composure
and controlled the table,
leaving little room for error.
In the final frame, Advani
delivered an impressive 84

break, sealing the frame,
match and championship.
“Since this is the only event
that determines the
representatives  of  the
country for international
tournaments, the stakes
were high,” Advani said.
The high pressure
tournament proved to be a
full-circle moment for
Advani. In the group stage,
he had suffered his only loss

of the competition at the
hands of Damani, where he
managed to win only one
frame. The rivalry took an
ironic turn in the final when
the tables were turned and
Advani emerged victorious,
dropping just one frame in
the match.

A critical turning point in
this 9Ist edition of the
National ~ Championships
came during the round of

48.

Despite being 4-2 down - a
situation that nearly saw him
exit the event - the multiple-
time  world champion
mounted an unforgettable
comeback by winning the
match 5-4. This resilient
display not only saved his
tournament bid but also set
the stage for the success that
followed.

“There was a good feeling
about this gold when the
round of 48 match saw me
bounce back from almost
being out of the
competition. Then I knew
this pivotal moment had to
mean something big awaits.
Happy to have earned the
chance to again represent
India in both billiards and
snooker,” Advani said.

With the Asian Snooker
Championship scheduled to
commence from February
15, both Advani and Damani
now face the opportunity to
play for the tricolour on the
international stage.

Sprinter Kujur picks 3rd gold, hurdler Jyothi 2nd title

PTI W DEHRADUN

Rising sprinter Animesh
Kujur and star hurdler
Jyothi Yarraji clinched the
men’s and women’s 200m gold
medals respectively to pick up
their third and second yellow
metal of the National Games
on a day when 15 race walkers
bettered the 26-year-old
Games record in an
unprecedented feat.
The  2I-year-old  Kujur,
representing Odisha, added
the 200m gold to his kitty of
100m and 4x100m relay titles
he had won on Saturday and
Sunday respectively.
His 200m gold-winning time
of 20.58 seconds narrowly fell
short of the National Games
record of 20.55 seconds set by
Amlan Borgohain of Assam
in the 2022 edition in Gujarat.
Ragul Kumar G (21.06) and
Nithin B (21.07), both from
Tamil Nadu, took the silver
and bronze respectively.

The 25-year-old
Yarraji, representing Andhra
Pradesh, won the women’s
200m gold with a time of
23.35 seconds to add to the

100m hurdles top prize she
had won on Sunday.
Karnataka’s Unnathi Aiyappa
(23.70 seconds) and
Telangana’s Nithya Gandhe
(23.76 seconds) took home
the silver and bronze medals
respectively.

A 100m hurdles specialist,
Yarraji was the third athlete to
clinch a second gold at the
National Games. She had won
a bronze in the 200m in the
2023 edition in Goa.

Delhi’s middle distance
runner KM Chanda improved
her own Games record in the
women’s 800m. On her way to
gold, Chanda clocked 2:00.82
to better her earlier record of
2:01.58 set in 2022.

It was a grand double for
Chanda as she was also the
winner of 1500m gold. It was
also a hat-trick of gold medals
for the Asian Championships
silver medallist. She had won
gold in the 2022 and 2023
editions of the National
Games, thus emulating the
feats of Yarraji (women’s
100m hurdles gold in 2022,
2023, 2025) and Tejas Shirse
(mens 110m hurdles gold in

2022, 2023,
Maharashtra.
Twinkle Chaudhary (2:03.46)
and Amandeep Kaur
(2:04.76), both from Punjab,
pocketed the silver and
bronze respectively.

Earlier in the morning
session, all the nine
competitors who finished the
womens 10km race walk
bettered the earlier Games
record set 26 years ago in an
unprecedented result.

Eleven athletes started the
race but two could not finish.
National record holder
Priyanka Goswami entered
her name but did not start the
race, which returned to the
National Games for the first
time after the 1999 edition in
Manipur.

Haryana’s Ravina, who had
won the National Inter-State
and National Open
Championships last year in
20km event, clinched the gold
with a time 45.52 seconds,
bettering the earlier Games
record of 51.56 seconds set by
Y Bala Devi of Manipur in the
1999 Games in Imphal.

All the other eight athletes

2025)  of

who followed Ravina at the
finish line also clocked better
times than the earlier Games
record of 51.56 seconds.

They are Shalini (46.12
seconds) of Uttarakhand,
Munita Prajapati (46:23) of
Uttar  Pradesh,  Mokavi
Muthurathinam (46.23) of
Tamil Nadu, Payal (47.36) of
Uttarakhand, Reshma Patel
(48.16) of Uttar Pradesh,
Mansi Negi (48.32) of
Uttarakhand, Sejal Singh
(49.33) of Maharashtra and
Monika (51.45) of Haryana.
Only Ravinas timing will,
however, be considered as the
new national record in the
record books.

In the men’s 20km event, six
competitors out of 10 who
finished the race bettered the
earlier Games record of 1
hour, 23 minutes and 26
seconds set by Gurmeet Singh
of Jharkhand in the 2011
edition.

Servin Sebastian of Services,
who won the 20km race walk
event at the National Open
Championships, took the gold
with a personal best time of
1:21:23.
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Mumbai Gity look to

#

prevail over FC Goa

PTI W MUMBAI

Unbeaten in 13 matches
against FC Goa in the
Indian Super League (ISL),
Mumbai City FC would look
to prevail over their west coast
rivals and move up to top-four
in the points table in a crucial
game here on Wednesday.
The Islanders will aim to
extend their stranglehold
against the Gaurs as their
impressive unbeaten record in
previous 13 ISL encounters
includes eight wins and five
draws.

A triumph on Wednesday will
have Mumbai City cap off the
league double over FC Goa for
the fourth time, having done
so earlier in 2017-18, 2021-22,
and 2022-23.

FC Goa are placed second in
the points table with 36 points
from 19 matches, winning 10
games and drawing six.
However, they faced their first
away loss of the season when
Jamshedpur FC beat the side
3-1 earlier this month.

As the ISL nears its business
end, both these sides have
different objectives coming
into this match. FC Goa are
10 points behind the top-
placed Mohun Bagan Super
Giant (46), but their key
objective right now is to
safeguard their standing in
the second spot.

A second place finish will
mean that they qualify
straight for the semi-finals
and would not have to play
the single-legged eliminator
in the playoffs. For that, they
would have to fend off
competition from the third-
placed Jamshedpur FC (34),

with both sides having played
the same number of games
(19). Mumbai City, fifth in the
standings, have 31 points from
19 matches and they will
move up to top four if they
win on Wednesday.

Their nearest challengers,
NorthEast United FC have
accumulated 29 points from
20 games. The home side will
want to avoid any late slip-ups
to secure a place in the top six.
Furthermore, the contest on
Wednesday can have a huge
impact on the eventual title
race. If FC Goa lose against
Mumbai City, and Mohun
Bagan Super Giant beat
Kerala Blasters away on
February 15, the Mariners
will become the ISL 2024-25
League winners.

The two teams have played 27
matches against each other in
the ISL, with Mumbai City
winning 12 times and FC Goa
emerging victorious in seven
games. Eight games have
produced draws.

Mumbai City FC head coach
Petr Kratky laid out the way
he wants his team to approach
the match against FC Goa.
“We want to keep the ball, be
creative, and be dynamic and
we need to continue working
hard for that,” he said.

FC Goa head coach Manolo
Marquez refused to look too
far ahead in the league stages
at the moment.

“The most important thing
for us right now is the next
game, and not the ones that
follow. It doesn’t matter what
happened in the past. We
need to consider the
circumstances around this
match,” he said.

R Vaishali sets sights on consistency and candidates qualification

PTI M NEW DELHI

Unbothered by the drama over
a handshake, focussed on
being more consistent and
determined to secure a spot in the
Candidates -- R Vaishali has her
priorities sorted for 2025 and the
Indian Grandmaster says she
would not let anything distract her
from those goals.

The past year has already proven
to be a remarkable chapter in the
23-year-old’s career, with a series
of career-defining milestones.
These include becoming only the
third woman from India to earn
the Grandmaster title, playing a
vital role in the country’s gold
medal-winning performance at
the Chess Olympiad, and
clinching a bronze medal at the
World Blitz Championship.

“My main goal is to show
consistent performance and play
some good games,” the 23-year-old
told PTL.

A slight blip came recently when
she finished ninth in the Tata Steel
Chess Tournaments challengers’
section.  More  than  the
performance, she hit the headlines
for a declined handshake with
Uzbek Grandmaster Nodirbek
Yakubboev.

Following a wave of criticism,
Yakubboev apologised to her with
chocolate and flowers for refusing
to shake hands due to his religious
beliefs before a match between the
two.

“I didn’t know it was a big thing
back in India. I was focused on the
games and didn't know what was
going on in the social media,” she
said of the episode.

“Later I got to know, and okay, we
all know what happened. It didn’t
affect me in any way, she added.
What did affect her was her
inability to latch on to chances at
the tournament.

“Tata Steel is a strong tournament,
and I think my performance was

decent,” she said.

“Surely I could have scored a few
points more, like I had some good
positions, I failed to convert them,
which T'll work on and try to
improve. Going forward, I want to
focus on showing more consistent
performance.”

Next big goal is Candidates

The  Womens  Candidates
Tournament  determines the
challenger for the World Chess
Championship. The next edition is
to be held in 2026 with the
qualification process set for this
year in which rankings will be of
significance.

“Of course, by the end of the year,
I aim to qualify for the Candidates
Tournament. I  had  the
opportunity to play in the
Candidates last year, and I hope to
qualify for it again,” she said.
Reflecting on her bronze at the
Blitz World Championship last
year, Vaishali said the result was
important for her confidence,

following
results.

“It was an important result for my
confidence especially, because I

some disappointing

had a few bad tournaments in a
row and it was nice to end finally
with a good result last year, she
said in a rather a modest

assessment of her performance.
Vaishali endured her fair share of
lows that cost her valuable rating
points but she views these
challenges as valuable learning
experiences.

“I would say it was a mixed year. I
achieved some good results, but I
also lost some rating points. It was
a very interesting experience,” she
reflected.

“I had the chance to compete in
strong round-robin tournaments
and participate in prestigious
events like the Candidates back-
to-back challenges. Overall, last
year was a great learning
experience for me.

For now, Vaishali is excited to
return to the Norway Chess
Women tournament scheduled to
be held from May 26 to June 6.
“Last year was a great experience.
They’re bringing in this women’s
tournament, new format along
with the Norway main event. And
personally, I really enjoyed playing

in Norway because like I've also
got the chance to see the top
players playing alongside,” she
said.

“The format is also very different.
They have the Armageddon
format if you make a draw in the
classical game, we go on to the
Armageddon game, which T've
never played until the last Norway
event”

Vaishali also feels that her younger
R Praggnanandhaa’s presence on
tour has also been beneficial and
she often seeks his counsel.

“He’s a strong player. So for me, it’s
a great benefit to have him. He's
also very passionate about the
game. So, whenever I have some
questions, I always go to him. And
he’s very happy to discuss about
the game,” she said of the recently-
crowned Tata Steel Masters
champion.

“He’s a great support for me. Even
in preparing some openings, I'll
discuss with him?”
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Team India eye ODI clean-sweep over England

PTI W AHMEDABAD

big knock from Virat
AKohli’s currently silent bat

along with a series clean-
sweep over England will be on
Team India’s wish-list when the
two teams square off in the third
and final ODI here on Wednesday;,
marking the end of their
Champions Trophy (CT) build-

up.

While India hold an unassailable
2-0 lead with identical four-wicket
wins in each of the first two ODIs,
Rohit Sharma’s men will be extra
motivated to get a win here at the
Narendra Modi Stadium where
they had suffered a crushing ODI
World Cup final loss in 2023.
Needless to say, having their
batting mainstay Kohli among
runs and a win would be perfect
culmination to the home side’s
Champions Trophy preparations.
The eight-team competition gets
underway from February 19 in
Karachi with India starting
against Bangladesh the next day in
Dubai as per a hybrid model of
hosting.

The team has already got a shot in
the arm by Rohit’s return to form.
His 90-ball 119 in the second ODI
was a source of relief to both the
side and to him after a prolonged

run of poor scores.

Kohli hasn’t looked completely
out of touch but hasn’t stayed at
the crease for long enough to give
himself a chance for a big knock
either.

If he manages to click, Kohli is in
with a chance create another
record. He is 89 runs short of
becoming only the third batter in
history to score 14,000 runs in the
format which arguably has been
the run-machine’s favourite.

India don’t seem to have put a foot
wrong in this series as they
continue to make the most of their
rich reservoir of talent.

The  addition of  Varun
Chakravarthy has given additional
ammunition to their lethal spin
attack which will be vital for the
Champions Trophy and
Mohammed Shami’s return after
lengthy injury layoff has been
seamless too.

Shami’s successful comeback has
certainly been assuring given that
the Indian team management will
spend an anxious day on Tuesday
awaiting news on their premier
fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah, whose
availability for the Champions
Trophy is still under doubt.

As per the original time-line,
Bumrah was slated for a comeback
in the Ahmedabad ODI, but the

ace pacer is currently toiling at the
National Cricket Academy in
Bengaluru under the watchful
eyes of specialists aiming to make
the final squad that is set to be
unveiled on Wednesday.

Bumrah’s guile on varied pitches

and conditions is something that
no team across the world
possesses and India would be
desperate to have their trump card
back in the mix as they chase
another ICC trophy.

Both India and England will enjoy

an off day on Tuesday as they have
skipped training and other pre-
match routines to rest and
recuperate.

Having ended his troubled run
with the bat with a characteristic
hundred in Cuttack, Rohit’s

confidence will certainly rub off
on the rest of the side.

While Yashasvi Jaiswal could
continue to warm the bench, India
will expect better application and
results from wicketkeeper-batter
KL Rahul, who is going through a
lean patch himself.

But it would not be a surprise if
India give the flamboyant Rishabh
Pant a crack to get some game
time and have another left-
handed batter in the mix to try out
additional combinations.

India will need Shreyas Iyer’s
presence in the middle-order
which has been bolstered by
robust batting performances from
Axar Patel. The 31-year-old all-
rounder has shown immense
maturity at No.5 in pressure
situations of both the ODIs so far
with knocks of 52 and 41 not out.
Patel’s exploits with the bat have
taken some pressure off Ravindra
Jadeja, who has chipped away at
England with six wickets so far,
exploiting  the spin-friendly
conditions perfectly to warm-up
for similar set-ups in the
Champions Trophy.

But for Jos Butter's England, this
tour has raised more questions
than they would have expected.
England have suffered repeated
implosions in their core batting

line-up across the T20Is and ODIs
which has undone the impressive
work that the opening pair of Phil
Salt and Ben Duckett has been
putting up. Buttler maintains his
team remains a work in progress
but exit of the talented Jacob
Bethell due to injury hampers
them further.

Harry Brook has blown hot and
cold in ideal conditions for batting
and Joe Root’s impressive returns
haven't got the adequate support
from others.

Among bowlers, Adil Rashid has
exploited the conditions perfectly
but the onus will be on England
batters to produce a unified show.
Teams (from):

India: Rohit Sharma (c), Shubman
Gill (vc), Yashasvi Jaiswal, Virat
Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul
(wk), Rishabh Pant (wk), Hardik
Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja,
Washington Sundar, Axar Patel,
Kuldeep Yadav, Harshit Rana,
Mohd. Shami, Arshdeep Singh
and Varun Chakaravarthy.
England: Jos Buttler (c&wk),
Harry Brook, Ben Duckett, Joe
Root, Philip Salt, Jamie Smith
(wk), Tom Banton, Brydon Carse,
Liam Livingstone, Jamie Overton,
Jofra Archer, Gus Atkinson, Saqib
Mahmood, Adil Rashid and Mark
Wood.

South Africa could end

PTI @ JOHANNESBURG

CC trophy drought this year

Graeme Smith

V1rat Kohli 1s world’s best player
regardless of form: Chris Gayle

PTI B NEW DELHI

Virat Kohli may have
been going through a
poor run of form but the
senior Indian batter remains
the “best player in the
world,” feels former West
Indian swashbuckler Chris
Gayle.

The 36-year-old Kohli
endured yet another poor
outing as he was dismissed
for just five runs in the
second ODI against England
in Cuttack on Sunday.

But Gayle, who has played
alongside Kohli at the Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in
IPL, remains unperturbed
by the Indian’s lean stretch.
“He is still the best player in
the world regardless of the
form, Virat Kohli is still the
best player, the stats prove
that, how many centuries
across formats he has scored
as well,” Gayle said on the
sidelines of an event here on
Tuesday.

“It’s just one of those things
that we cricketers go
through in patches. I know
it is coming at the back end
of his career as well, but
these things do happen, so
he just needs to pick himself
up and come back again.”
Kohli has been struggling
for runs in international

cricket of late, but he was
expected to find form in the
ODIs, which he has
dominated like no other for
the longest time. Kohli’s
return to the format,
however, was not a great one
as he was caught behind off
Adil Rashid in the second
match after missing the
opening game due to a sore
knee.

Asked if Kohli can break
Gayle’s record for most
number of runs scored in
the Champions Trophy, he
said, “It is easy for him just
to get 200 runs (more to
surpass Gayle)”.

“T don’t know how many
games they will be playing
but I am sure he can get over
200 runs, and I am sure he
will get a century for sure,
so0 it’s just a matter of time
before he goes on to break
that record.”

Known for his flamboyance
besides his  big-hitting
capabilities, Gayle called
Indian  captain  Rohit
Sharma the “new king in
town” after the Mumbaikar
broke the Jamaican’s record
for most number of sixes in
the ODI format.
“Congratulations to Rohit,
sports always need a new
entertainer and Rohit has
been entertaining all these

years as well I have done it
alongside him. So he is the
new king in town now. So
congrats to him, and
hopefully, he goes on to hit
more sixes.”

Asked about youngster
Abhishek Sharma’s
blistering hundred against
England in the fifth T20I,
Gayle said, “I heard about
his innings, it was a
cracking innings and for a
youngster to do such a thing

on an international
platform, is huge and
fantastic.”

Gayle also expressed his
disappointment at West
Indies’ absence in the
Champions Trophy.

“I am disappointed, no West
Indies in the Champions
Trophy but it is good to have
the Champions Trophy
back, so I am looking
forward to it.

“Hopefully, it will be an
entertaining one. I know it
is actually taking place in
Pakistan and Dubai, so
hopefully, we will have some
entertaining cricket”

Asked to  pick  his
semifinalists for the evnt
starting February 19, Gayle
said, “I'm going to be going
off just my mind — India,
England, Australia, and
probably New Zealand.”

Former captain Graeme
Smith is optimistic that
South Africa will end its
prolonged wait for an ICC
trophy this year, long before
they host the ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup in 2027.
With the eight-team
Champions Trophy beginning
on February 19 and World
Test Championship (WTC)
final scheduled for June this
year, Smith believes South
Africa is on the brink of
breaking their ICC trophy
drought.

“Hopefully, we will end that
wait much before the 2027
World Cup, with the
Champions Trophy and WTC
final coming up but if South
Africa could win a WC trophy
in front of a home crowd, it
would be amazing” Smith,

who serves as  SA20
commissioner, told PTI
Bhasha.

“Over the next three years, we
want to just keep pushing to
improve our stadiums, pitches
and our cricket ecosystem, so

that by the time we host the
2027 WC, we are the
favourites”

South Africa finished as
runners-up at both the men’s
and womens T20 World Cups
in 2024. Earlier this year, they
were also defeated by India in
the ICC Womens Under-19
World Cup final.

However, the Proteas have a
chance to lift spirits in the
country as they prepare to face
Australia in the WTC final this
June. This will be their first
appearance in the summit
clash, having secured their
spot after a crucial win over
Pakistan in the Boxing Day
Test in Centurion.

Many believe South Africa had
an easier run to the finals,
having beaten teams such as
India, West Indies,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Pakistan.

However, Smith, who boasts
9,265 runs in 117 Tests and
6,986 runs in 197 ODlIs,
dismissed the claims.

“There is no smooth journey
in cricket today. You have got
to do what you got to do. Right

in the beginning, everyone
knew who they were playing
and who they were not
laying.

“South Africa has won 7 test
matches in a row to qualify.

“I want to see Test cricket stay
stronger and if we can keep it
strong with at least 6 or 7

nations, that way Test cricket
will stay strong,” Smith, who
led South Africa to a record 54
Test victories, said.

“I often say that T20 cricket
has to grow. We have seen it
moving into America and also
in lots of new regions. We will
see it in the Olympics now.
What amazes me is that how
many cricket fans it has pulled.
“I think franchise cricket will
probably end up having 3 or 4
outstanding leagues in the
world, with maybe a tier-two
system. But in the future, it’s
more about all the member
boards working together to
keep each other strong”

o,
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Sheldon Jackson retires from first-class cricket

PTI B NEW DELHI

rolific Saurashtra batter

Sheldon  Jackson  on
Tuesday  retired  from
professional cricket after a
career spanning 15 years, his
last outing ending in a defeat
to Gujarat in the Ranji Trophy
quarterfinal here.
Jackson, 38, retires with more
than 7200 runs in 105 first-
class matches with a highest
score of 186, 21 hundreds and
39 half-centuries.
That he ended his career with
an average of over 45 speaks
volumes about his
consistency in first-class
cricket.
Jackson has been a
multidimensional cricketer
and besides being a reliable
batsman and an excellent
fielder. He also kept wickets
for Saurashtra in the limited-
over competitions.
In the longer format, however,
he was not required to do the
duty thanks to Sagar

Jogiyani’s presence. He scored
14 and 27 in his final two
outings as Gujarat won by an
innings and 98 runs.

Jackson, who was once part of
the Kolkata Knight Riders set-
up after being spotted by
former Bengal player Joydeep
Mukherjee, made his debut
for Saurashtra in December
2011. After being on the
fringes of selection for his
state team Saurashtra for
three years, he made his debut
in December 2011.

He made four fifties and three
hundreds in the 2012-13
Ranji season, including back-
to-back centuries in the
quarter-final and semi-final
against Karnataka and Punjab
respectively, to help
Saurashtra qualify for the
final for the first time.

Owing to his excellent run
with the bat that year, he
broke into the India A team
for the series against West
Indies A at home. He was also
a prominent member in

Rahane's century, Illas $ effort put Mumbai in Ranji Trophy semifinal

Saurashtra’s second charge
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Residential Building works

PTI W KOLKATA

Skipper Ajinkya Rahane conjured a
typically gritty hundred and pacer
Royston Dias supported his effort with
a five-wicket haul as defending
champions Mumbai completed a fine
escape act, scripting a commanding
152-run over Haryana to enter the
Ranji Trophy semifinals here on
Tuesday.

Rahane, resuming on 88, wasted no
time in the morning to notch 108 (180
balls; 13x4) -- his 41st first-class
century, that guided Mumbai to 339 in
the second innings for an overall lead of
353 runs.

Chasing 354, Haryana crumbled
against left-arm pacer Dias (5/39) and
Shardul Thakur (3/26), as the veteran
quick completed a creditable nine-
wicket haul for the match.

They were bowled out for 201 as the
joyous Mumbai dressing room might
have forgotten that worrisome period
when they were 65/5 in the first
innings.

Rahane made a bright beginning in the
first session, as two exquisite
boundaries off Sumit Kumar and
Anshul Kamboj took him to 99, before

a nudged single towards midwicket
carried him past the milestone off 160
balls.

The Mumbai stalwart took his helmet
off, looked skyward and seemed
emotionally relieved as it was his first
hundred of the season.

However, Mumbai, resuming from
278/4, crumbled after his dismissal.
Shivam Dube (44 overnight) fell two
runs short of a fifty, and Mumbai lost
their remaining five wickets for just 25
runs in under 10 overs.

Anuj Thakral (4/70) led Haryanas
charge, while Kamboj, Sumit and Jayant
Yadav chipped in with two wickets

each.

But Haryana failed to replicate that
spirit in their chase.

Barring a Lakshay Dalal and Sumit
Kumar sixth-wicket partnership worth
90 runs, Haryana's chase never gathered
momentum, as they folded in 57.3
overs on a day when the play was
agreed upon to be extended because of
good light and also because of Haryana
losing nine wickets.

Haryanas last five wickets tumbled in
the final hour, with Dias producing a
career-best 5/39 in 10.3 overs - his
maiden five-wicket haul.

Shardul, who had taken six wickets in
the first innings, was the first to strike.
Steaming in from the High Court end,
he extracted lateral movement on a
docile pitch, bowling a relentless 10-
over spell across two sessions that read
10-3-26-3.

From the Pavilion end, Dias provided
perfect support, returning 6-2-12-2 in
his first spell.

Lakshay, Sumit frustrate Mumbai

Just as it seemed Mumbai would wrap
things up early, Haryana’s Lakshay (64
off 130; 9x4) and Sumit (62 off 96;
10x4) dug in, stitching a doughty stand
against the run of play.

On an eased-out fourth-day pitch,
Sumit counterattacked, stepping out to
Shams Mulani to negate the turn.
Rahane turned to Dube’s military
medium pace, but Mumbai remained
frustrated as misfields crept in, offering
easy singles, though the steep target
remained their advantage.

Sumit soon reached his seventh first-
class fifty in 72 balls, Rahane’s sharp
captaincy changed the game.

The breakthrough came via off-spinner
Tanush Kotian, who struck in his very
first over.

Lakshay, attempting to drag a ball from
outside, gloved it faintly to the keeper.
The umpire wasn't convinced, but
Rahane immediately called for DRS
and the UltraEdge showed a clear
deflection.

Dias then delivered another blow, as
Rahane’s astute bowling change ended
Sumit’s counterattacking knock.

Brief Scores

Mumbai 315 and 339 in 85.3 overs
(Ajinkya Rahane 108, Suryakumar
Yadav 70, Shivam Dube 48). Haryana
201; 57.3 overs (Lakshay Dalal 64,
Sumit Kumar 62; Royston Dias 5/39,
Shardul Thakur 3/26). Mumbai won by
152 runs.

2. Total Number of works 01 Nos
3. Approx. Estimated cost Rs. 42,56 lakhs
4. Class of Contractor "B" Class of Contractor
5. Period of Completion 03 (Three) months
6. Olher details:
Procurement Oficer Bid ldentificati [Avallability of tender On-line for bidding | Last Date & Time of Date and time of
on Ne. Frem Te seoKing Tender opening of Tender
Ch
1 2 3 4 5 L-3
Suparintending Enginear, Online Dt. 13.02.2025 at D1, 24.02.2025 upto Dt. 24.02.2025 upto | D1, 25.02,2025 at 11.30 hre,
RWSAS Division, Nayagarh | Tender/ 11.00 hrs. 17.00 hrs. 17.00 hrs.
19/RWSS/20
24.25 1

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
OIPR-25042/11/0004/2425

Superintending Engineer RWS&S
Division, Nayagarh

A-1042

. Name of work
Tolal Number of work
Estimated cost

1
2.
3.
4,
5. Bid Securily (Online)
6. Period of Completion
7
8
9

Tender paper Cost{Online) -

. Awailability of Bid Document

10. Dale of Lottery, if required
11. Name and address of the OIT

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER MINOR IRRI-
GATION DIVISION, CUTTACK

Lotter No. 826 / Dt-10.02.2025
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA e-Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. on lino SECMID- 23 /2024-25
eomidcuttack(5)vahoo.co.in
- Construction of CD and Renovation MIPs in Ml Sub-Division Banki and Athagarh respectively.

- 03 (Three) nos.

- Varies from Rs. 24.92 to 40.87 lakhs
Rs.6000/-

- As per DTCN

- As per DTCN

P.O - Nayabazar. Cullack.
Phone :- 067 1-2443622
PINCODE :- 753004

Further details can be seen from the Government of Odisha Web-Sitewww.tendersorissa.qov.in

QIPR- 32121/11/0026/2425

From 14.02.2025, 10.00 AM lo 27.02.2025 , 5.00 PM in website (www.lendersorissa.qov.in)
. Last date & Time of receipt = 27.02.2025 at 5.00 PM through online Bid through online.

. Date of opening of Bid documents - 28.02.2025 - at 11.00 A.M in the office of the SE. M.1. Division, Cuttack.

- 07.03.2025 al 12.00 Noon in the office of the SE, M.1. Division, Cultack

- Superintending Engineer, M.I. Division, Cuttack.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer
M.I. Division, Cuttack




