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ADANI TOUTS CASH, DOUBLE
DIGIT EBITDA GROWTH TO
REASSURE INVESTORS
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The Department of
Pharmacology of All
India Institute of

Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
Bhopal in collaboration with
the Department of
Community Medicine, suc-
cessfully conducted an aware-
ness campaign on
Materiovigilance at the
SubCentre, and Government
primary School, Ashapuri
Bhopal (M.P.). The event
aimed to educate the local
community and children
about the crucial role of
Materiovigilance in safe-
guarding the safety and effi-
cacy of medical devices and
treatments.
AIIMS Bhopal Executive
Director Prof Ajai Singh
emphasized the importance of
this initiative, saying,
"Ensuring the safety of med-
ical devices is as important as
ensuring the safety of medi-
cines. This campaign plays a
crucial role in making people
aware of Materiovigilance,
empowering them to active-
ly participate in improving
healthcare safety. AIIMS
Bhopal is committed to such
initiatives that strengthen
patient safety and build a

more informed society."
The event was filled with fun
activities and interesting talks,
where everyone learned why
it's important to keep an eye
on how medical products are
working and to report any
problems or side effects.
Participants discovered how
they can help by spotting and
sharing issues with medical
products, which can improve
health for everyone. The cam-
paign also showed how
important it is for both doc-
tors and patients to work
together to make sure medical
devices and treatments are
safe, effective, and good qual-
ity. By encouraging everyone
to take responsibility, the
event highlighted the strong
link between healthcare work-
ers, patients, and the com-
munity in making sure med-
ical products are used cor-
rectly and safely.
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Chief Secretary Anurag Jain
conducted a detailed
review of the preparations

for the Global Investors Summit
(GIS) scheduled in Bhopal. He
instructed the Bhopal Collector
and the Police Commissioner to
ensure that the examinations
taking place during the GIS are
not disrupted. Special attention
should be given to ensuring that
no student faces any obstacles in
reaching their examination cen-
ters.
Chief Secretary Jain reviewed
various arrangements for the
Global Investors Summit, includ-
ing the traffic system, parking, e-
buses, e-cards, meeting setups,
hotel accommodations, health
and food services for guests,
contingency plans, and the arrival
and departure arrangements for
the Prime Minister. He directed

all officers to clearly understand
and fulfill their responsibilities,
emphasizing the importance of
teamwork to ensure the summit’s
success and contribute to the
state’s economic development.
In the meeting, the departments
of Health, Renewable Energy,
Urban Administration, Skill
Development, Horticulture,
Mineral Resources, Tourism and
MSME gave presentations and

information about their prepa-
rations.
Additional Chief Secretary Dr.
Rajesh Rajoura, Ashok Barnwal,
Shri Manu Shrivastava, Shri
Anupam Rajan, Principal
Secretary Sanjay Shukla,
Umakant Umrao, Raghvendra
Singh Secretary, Sudam P. Khade,
M. Raghuraj Collector Bhopal
and Police Commissioner were
present in the meeting.
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The annual festival Ujaas
2025 was inaugurated
with great enthusiasm

at Anand Vihar College for
Women. The event com-
menced with a traditional
lamp-lighting ceremony
before Maa Saraswati, graced
by the presence of the
President of the College
Management Committee,
Archana Bagchi, Chairperson
Madhu Saran, Secretary
Jeevan Rao, Treasurer
Krishna Vijayvargiya, and
Principal Madhu Mishra.
The first day of the festival
witnessed a vibrant display of
talent and creativity as stu-
dents participated in various
competitions, including palm
painting, flameless recipe,
and dance. 
The palm painting competi-
tion saw students transform-
ing their hands into artistic
masterpieces, reflecting both
imagination and skill. The
flameless recipe competition
showcased culinary innova-
tion, as participants prepared
and presented delectable
dishes without the use of a gas
stove.
The dance competition, a
major highlight of the day,

was conducted in two cate-
gories—solo and group. With
nine groups presenting tra-
ditional and regional dances
from different parts of India,
and 22 participants captivat-
ing the audience with their
solo performances, the event
was a spectacular celebration
of culture and rhythm. The
energy and enthusiasm of
the students created an elec-
trifying atmosphere, making
the event a grand success.
All the professors and a large
number of students were pre-
sent to witness and encourage
the participants. 
The excitement continues,
as the festival will feature
Color and Floral Rangoli,
Video Making, and a Fashion
Show competition on
February 21, 2025, promising
another day of creativity and
artistic expression.

$%		
�&'&(�"����
�	����	���)��	
�����
	���"
	�����
��	������	�����	����
�	������

����� ���	����
� ������

Two mysterious deaths have
been reported in Bhopal,
both under suspicious cir-

cumstances, with investigations
underway but no clear answers
so far.
In Lambakheda, Aarti
Kushwaha, a 24-year-old woman
originally from Vidisha, was
found dead in her rented room.
Aarti had been living alone after
separating from her husband a

year after their marriage. 
On Wednesday, when colleagues
repeatedly tried to contact her
without success, her family was
alerted. Her brother-in-law
arrived at her room and, after
failing to get a response, forced
entry to find Aarti unconscious
on the floor. Police suspect she
may have taken poison, as a sus-
picious substance was found in
the room. However, her family
has not provided a definite rea-
son for her death, and the case

is being treated as suspicious.
In a similar manner mysterious
death was in Awadhpuri last year
in the month of October, where
Neha Vijayvargiya, a woman
manager at a general insurance
company, was found dead under
unexplained circumstances in
her rented apartment. Neha,
who had been living indepen-
dently for several years after
divorcing her husband, was last
in contact with her family on the
evening of October 22. 
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A20-year-old newly mar-
ried woman living in
Chhola Mandir area

committed suicide by hanging
with the ceiling on Wednesday.
Police have not found a suicide
note from the deceased. At the
same time, the girl's mother has
alleged that the daughter com-
mitted suicide after being fed up
with the harassment of her son-
in-law. 
The incident took place late on
Wednesday night, after the post-
mortem on Thursday morning,
the body was handed over to the
family. In the case, the police
have registered a case and start-
ed an investigation.
Kajal Gupta (20) was a resident
of Goli Gupta Shankar Nagar
Odia Basti Chhola. She was a
housewife and her husband is an
auto driver. She got married on
March 4,  2024. Her first
anniversary was to come after 12
days.
The deceased's mother Neetu
Gupta said that since the mar-
riage, the son-in-law used to
harass the daughter. He used to
pressure her to get different
things from her maternal home.
Recently he got her a mobile
phone, now he started demand-
ing a car. He used to harass the
daughter for this.
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Madhya Pradesh is
shaping India’s
industrial future

under the leadership of Chief
Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav.
The state is not just becom-
ing an ideal investment des-
tination but also redefining
the future of the automobile
and EV industry. Just as
Detroit was the centre of the
automobile revolution in the
20th century, Madhya
Pradesh is poised to become
India’s automotive hub in the
21st century. The Global
Investors Summit (GIS-
2025) will serve as a historic
platform where the world’s
top automobile and EV com-
panies will come together to
shape the industrial future of
Madhya Pradesh.
The automotive revolution
in India is no longer con-

fined to traditional hubs—it
is now driven by Madhya
Pradesh’s investor-friendly
policies and world-class
logistics network. The state
government’s pro-business
approach, fast-track
approvals, and robust infra-
structure have positioned
Madhya Pradesh as the next
automobile super hub.
Madhya Pradesh is evolving
beyond a manufacturing hub
to become a center of inno-
vation in smart and sustain-
able mobility solutions. The
state already has the opera-
tional existence of 30+
Original Equipment

Manufacturers (OEMs),
200+ auto component man-
ufacturers, 1,000+ industri-
al units, 3rd largest produc-
er of commercial vehicles
and India’s 2nd largest pro-
ducer of buses and tractors
as well.
With a vision to position
India as a global research
and testing hub, Madhya
Pradesh is emerging as the
"Speed Lab" of India. Key
infrastructure instate
includes Asia’s longest high-
speed testing track,14 spe-
cialized test tracks, 5 auto-
mobile-specific R&D labs,
EV battery testing & hydro-

gen fuel innovation center
Automated driving system
research.The state is set to
become India’s premier R&D
destination for next-genera-
tion automobile technolo-
gies.
Under the visionary leader-
ship of CM Dr. Mohan
Yadav, Madhya Pradesh is
not only fostering the tradi-
tional automotive industry
but also taking the EV and
clean mobility sector to the
global stage. The state gov-
ernment is providing Special
financial incentives & tax
benefits, Fast-track approvals
for EV startups, Robust
ecosystem for battery man-
ufacturing & charging infra-
structure, and Sustainable
automobile manufacturing
initiatives. The state is setting
new benchmarks in EV
manufacturing, battery pro-
duction, and green mobility

solutions.
GIS-2025 is not just an
investment summit—it is a
commitment to revolution-
izing the automobile and
EV sector from the heart of
India.Key expectations from
GIS-2025 includes Major
automotive & EV companies
to announce new manufac-
turing plants & investments,
Industry-specific MoUs with
global automobile and EV
giants, and Strategic part-
nerships with international
clean & smart mobility
experts. 
Under CM Mohan Yadav's
leadership, Madhya Pradesh
is defining a new chapter in
“Make in India” with “Make
in MP”. The Global Investors
Summit-2025 will showcase
to the world that the future
of India’s automotive indus-
try is now driven by Madhya
Pradesh.
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Bhopal witnessed a dra-
matic turn of events on
Wednesday evening when

a newlywed bride fled just
before her wedding reception,
allegedly with her lover. The
incident took place in the TT
Nagar area, where the bride was
reportedly whisked away by
three youths in a car, leaving the
groom and his family in shock.
According to police reports, the
wedding took place in
Ganjbasoda on February 18.
Following the ceremonies, the
bride was brought to Bhopal for
the reception scheduled on
February 19. 
Before the event, she had visit-
ed a beauty parlor to get ready.
As soon as she stepped out of
the groom’s car near the mar-
riage hall, an unidentified vehi-
cle arrived at high speed. Three

youths got out, pushed the
groom’s sister aside, forcibly
took the bride, and sped away.
A distraught groom, 32-year-
old Ashish Rajak, approached
the TT Nagar police station to
lodge a complaint. Based on his
statement, the police initially
registered a missing person’s
report. TT Nagar Police Station
in-charge Sudhir Arajaria stat-
ed that multiple raids have
been conducted to locate the
bride, with search teams dis-
patched to Ganjbasoda and
Sagar.
During the preliminary inves-

tigation, police found call
records suggesting that the
bride had been in constant
contact with a man named
Aniket Malviya, a DJ from
Ganjbasoda. Aniket, who lives
in the bride’s neighborhood, is
suspected of orchestrating her
escape with the help of his
friends, Rahul and Ashfaq.
Further inquiries revealed that
the bride voluntarily left the
groom’s car and immediately
boarded another vehicle parked
nearby. 
Evidence suggests that she had
been in a relationship with

Aniket for the past three to four
years and had planned the
escape well in advance. Phone
records indicate multiple con-
versations between the two
before the wedding.
Authorities have intensified the
search for Aniket, Rahul, and
Ashfaq, conducting raids at
various locations. The car used
in the escape was reportedly
driven by Ashfaq, while Aniket
and Rahul were inside. Police
have set up checkpoints along
routes from Bhopal to
Ganjbasoda in an effort to
trace the suspects.
Meanwhile, the bride’s mobile
phone, along with her father’s,
remains switched off, and no
member of her family attend-
ed the reception. 
Police are continuing their
investigation, confident that
the accused will be appre-
hended soon.
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Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav
arrived in Gwalior

for a brief visit late
Thursday evening. During
his stay, he attended the
wedding ceremony of
Divya, the niece of the
state's New and Renewable
Energy Minister, Rakesh
Shukla. On this occasion,
he honored religious lead-
ers and saints present at the
event with floral garlands
and extended his bless-
ings to the bride and
groom. Minister Rakesh
Shukla, along with his fam-
ily members, BJP District
President Jaiprakash
Rajouria, and other public
representatives, were also
present at the ceremony.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav stated that the
grand classical dance

marathon, dedicated to the
worship of the divine and
now a Guinness World
Record, will elevate the pres-
tige of dance practitioners. He
emphasized that this achieve-
ment is a proud moment for
the country's culture and
artists. It is a significant
means to preserve cultural
heritage and gain intern
ational recognition.
Speaking at the inauguration
ceremony of the 51st
Khajuraho Dance Festival,
Yadav expressed that through
this Guinness World Record,
the world will witness India's
diverse and rich cultural lega-
cy. The continuous 24-hour
9-minute 26-second dance
performance by 139 artists
has not only inspired art
practitioners but also
strengthened government ini-
tiatives to preserve culture

and heritage.
Yadav praised Bundelkhand's
sacred land, stating, "Here,
even stones shine like dia-
monds, and people shine like
Bundelas. Similarly, when
dance f lourishes in
Bundelkhand, it becomes the
internationally renowned
Khajuraho Dance Festival."
He highlighted that classical
dance was originally created
as a form of devotion to the
divine. Kathakali portrays
Lord Krishna's Raas Leela
and life events, while Lord
Nataraja's Tandava and
Ananda dances symbolize
cosmic energy. The Guinness
World Record reflects the
continuity of time through an
uninterrupted classical dance
performance, similar to how
galaxies move towards black
holes and celestial bodies
remain in constant motion.
The Guinness World Record
attempt began at 2:34 PM on
February 19, 2025, and con-
cluded at 2:43 PM on
February 20, 2025, with dance

practitioners performing con-
tinuously for 24 hours and 9
minutes. This monumental
achievement has now been
registered in the name of
Madhya Pradesh.
A total of 139 dancers par-
ticipated in the event, pre-
senting Kathak,
Bharatanatyam, Kuchipudi,
Mohiniyattam, and Odissi in
a grand Classical Dance
Marathon (Relay). The final
performance featured
Bharatanatyam and the
Guinness World Records
team officially certified it as
a world record, presenting the
certificate to Chief Minister
Dr. Yadav.
Following this, all 139 dancers
performed a synchronized
presentation of Tarana 'Anant'
before the Chief Minister.
Yadav, along with Minister of
Culture, Tourism, and
Religious Trust &
Endowments (Independent
Charge) Dharmendra Bhav
Singh Lodhi, Khajuraho MP
V.D. Sharma, and other dig-

nitaries, participated in a
group photo with the record-
holders.
The ceremony was inaugu-
rated with a lamp-lighting rit-
ual, and a souvenir publica-
tion of the Khajuraho Dance
Festival was also released.
Minister Dharmendra Lodhi
stated that under Yadav's
leadership, the government is
making efforts to preserve
and globally recognize cul-
tural heritage, with this being
the sixth Guinness World
Record achieved. He elabo-
rated on the objectives and
planning behind the interna-
tional Khajuraho Dance
Festival.
MP V.D. Sharma called the
festival a matter of pride for
Bundelkhand, emphasizing
that this Guinness World
Record reflects innovative
initiatives in culture and arts
by the government, boosting
morale among art enthusiasts.
The State Rupankar Art
Awards were presented dur-
ing inauguration ceremony.
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Manipur Governor seeks
surrender of illegal arms

A FRESH BHAGYA REKHA FOR DELHI, ITS CHIEF MINISTER TAKES OATH
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First time MLA Rekha Gupta
on Thursday was sworn in as
Chief Minister of Delhi at

Ramlila Maidan in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
his Cabinet colleagues and chief
ministers of National Democratic
Alliance-governed states, among
others.
Along with Gupta, leaders
including Parvesh Verma, Ashish
Sood, Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
Ravinder Indraj Singh, Kapil
Mishra and Pankaj Kumar Singh
also took oath as ministers. Verma
was the first MLA to take oath as
the minister, followed by Sood,
Sirsa, Mishra, Indraj and Singh.
Mishra, the newly-elected
legislator from Karawal Nagar,
was a minister in the first Arvind
Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Government. 
All the ministers took oath in
Hindi, except for Sirsa who did so
in Punjabi.

Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena administered the
oath of office to Rekha Gupta
elected from Shalimar Bagh in
noethr Delhi area and her council
of ministers. 
Her appointment makes her the
fourth woman to hold the position
in Delhi, following BJP’s Sushma
Swaraj, Congress’ Sheila Dikshit,
and AAP’s Atishi and also the
fourth BJP chief minister of Delhi
after Madan Lal Khurana, Sahib
Singh Verma and Sushma Swaraj. 
The 50-year-old MLA, who took
charge of her office at the Delhi
Secretariat in the afternoon, is
also the only woman in the NDA
team of chief ministers and the
second in the country after TMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee in
West Bengal.
Congratulating the new chief
minister, Modi expressed
confidence that she will work for
the city’s development with full
vigour.
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Amid a row over vulgar jokes on social
media, the Centre has cracked the whip

and warned OTT platforms against
transmitting content that is prohibited by the
law. In an advisory to over-the-top (OTT)
platforms and self-regulatory bodies, the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
also asked them to strictly adhere to the Code
of Ethics prescribed under the IT Rules-2021
while publishing content, including stricter
adherence to the age-based classification of
content.
I&B Ministry’s advisory also asked self-
regulatory bodies of OTT platforms to take
appropriate proactive action for violation of
the Code of Ethics by the platforms. The
Ministry said it has received complaints from
Members of Parliament, statutory
organisations and public grievances
regarding the alleged spread of obscene,
pornographic and vulgar content published
by certain publishers of online curated
content (OTT platforms) and social media.
“In view of the above it is advised that the
OTT platforms adhere to the various
provisions of applicable laws, and the Code of
Ethics prescribed under IT Rules, 2021 while
publishing content on their platforms,
including stricter adherence to the age-based
classification of content prescribed under the
Code of Ethics,” the advisory said.
It said the Code of Ethics, inter-alia, require
OTT platforms not to transmit any content
that is prohibited by law, undertake age-based
classification of content, based on general
guidelines provided in the Schedule to the
Rules, implement access control mechanism

for ‘A’ rated content to restrict access to such
content by a child, and also exercise due
caution and discretion.
The advisory also comes in the wake of the
Supreme Court suggesting regulation on
content on social media platforms.
The apex court had flagged the “vacuum” in
law when it comes to sharing content on
platforms such as YouTube and said “all kinds
of things were going on”.The court’s
suggestion came following a row involving
YouTuber Ranveer Allahbadia on the show
India’s Got Latent. The court was hearing a
plea filed by him, where he sought clubbing
multiple FIRs against him in the matter. The
plea also sought protection from arrest.
The court issued notices to the states of
Assam and Maharashtra over Allahbadia’s
remarks and stayed his arrest in the Guwahati
and Thane FIR. Additionally, the court ruled
that no further FIRs should be filed against
him in the same matter. 
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Adding another feather to the
digital India movement, the

Government has envisioned a
unique way to digitise the century
old multi-generation ancestry
records commonly know as
‘pothee’ in custody of genealogy
priests at various pilgrimage
centres in India.
For instance next time a pilgrim
visit Kashi Vishwanath temple in
Varanasi, they may track the
record of past visit to the temple by
their ancestors or family members
at the flip of their finger or click of
a mouse.
For this, National Archives of India
has envisioned a project to digitise
multi-generation ancestry records
seeking to harvest traditional
knowledge and community
repositories and preserve them as a
cultural heritage.
“NIA has approached these priests
and the project will begin with
Madhya Pradesh’s Ujjain,” said
NAI Director General (DG) Arun

Singhal in his address at opening
session of the meeting of the South
and West Asian Regional Branch
of the International Council on
Archives (SWARBICA) here.
India is hosting a meeting of
SWARBICA after a long time,
currently in the position of the
treasurer of this regional body of
the Paris-based International
Council on Archives (ICA).
In his address, Singhal also shared
some details and figures related to
the NAI’s “ambitious programme”
of digitising 300 million pages in a
period of two years, as part of its
project that began last year.
“Before we started the project, our
portal, Abhilekh Patal, was
displaying about 10 million pages.
In the past 7-8 months, the
number has grown from 10
million to 84 million pages.. Every
day, we are scanning about
400,000 pages. It is a process going
well,” said the National Archives of
India (NAI) DG. “Shortly, we are
hoping, we will complete 100
million pages, perhaps by end of
April,” he added.

Singhal said it was found during
the course of this project that
many documents had been left
“untouched” in last 50-60 years
and nobody had looked at them.
“And, we realised these are in
urgent need of repair, and
conservation was required. So, we
had to spruce up our conservation

efforts simultaneously,” he added.
Another project taken up by the
NAI is “harvesting of traditional
knowledge and community
archives”. “In India, if you go to
Gaya, Kashi, Allahabad (now
Prayagraj), Badrinath, Kedarnath,
Jagannath Puri, Dwarka, there are
priests there who document every

visit by every pilgrim.
These documents are available
with them. So, if you go there and
tell them about your father’s name,
your grandfather’s name, the place
you belong to, they are able to
come out with some documents,
some ‘pothis’ (registers), which
will contain genealogical records
of such families,” Singhal said.
He underlined that these ancestry
records may even have archival
information related to ten
generations of many families.
“This is traditional knowledge
which has been put together in
some ‘pothis’. And, these ‘pothis’
can get destroyed. In a major flood
in Kedarnath, some of these
‘pothis’ were wiped out,” the NAI
chief rued.
Singhal emphasised that children
of many of these priests have taken
up other career streams and even
moved out of these old cities and,
therefore, are “not interested in
continuing this family tradition”.
These ‘pothis’ in all probability
could end up getting locked up in
some boxes and perhaps could go

waste, he cautioned. “So, we said,
we will try to digitise all these
information. And, we approached
these priests. And, I am happy to
inform, the priests in Ujjain have
agreed. So, we will start with
Ujjain, we will digitise their
records,” Singhal said.
There are “more than 25 places” in
India where such records exist, he
underlined. “If we can digitise all
of them, collate and compare the
information contained in these
records, it can become a very
valuable database,” the NAI DG
said.
Many people from India and
broad travel to religious sites like
Gaya in Bihar or Haridwar in
Uttarakhand to perform rituals for
attaintment of salvation for souls
of their deceased ancestors.
In Gaya, the ‘Pitra Paksha Mela’ is
held annually on the bank of the
Saryu River and ‘Gayawal Pandas’
(genealogy priests) maintain
records of multiple generations of
people about their ancestors such
as year of birth, pilgrimage, caste,
and year of death and perhaps

even cause of death.
Similarly, in Ujjain and Haridwar,
two of the four sites of Kumbh
Mela in India, the other being
Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh and
Nasik in Maharashtra, such priests
diligently maintain ancestry
records in ‘pothis’, stacks of which
are stored physically in rooms and
cupboards.
“Harnessing traditional
knowledge and such community
archives is another thing, we have
discussed with SWARBICA.
Perhaps, a blueprint for future
collaboration could be discussed,”
Singhal said.
Union Culture and Tourism
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat in his address said the
venue of the event — India
International Centre (IIC) was
also significant that allows space to
voice different strands of opinions,
as he welcomed participants from
different counties who are
attending the meeting of
SWARBICA. This occasion should
be used “to learn from each other
and share best practices”, he said.
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The seasoned, affable, BJP leader holding the fort
successfully for the party in Delhi Assembly,

municipal corporation, as head of the State unit free
from any controversies, Vijender Gupta, was named
as Speaker of the new Vidhan Sabha on Thursday.
Vijender will preside from the same chair which on
several occasions had got him marshalled out of the
proceedings of the Assembly under the chief
ministership of AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal.

Vijender won in 2015 and 2020 from Rohini
constituency even as Kejriwal’s wave swept Delhi
assembly polls. Incidentally, Kejriwal and erstwhile
speaker Ram Niwas Goel are no longer members of
the new assembly.
As soon as Vijender was named as Speaker dramatic
visuals of him being marshalled or dragged out of
the Delhi Assembly went viral. He was previously
also the leader of Opposition. Ten years ago, he
was marshalled out of the Delhi Assembly amid
much fury over allegedly derogatory remarks by a
party colleague, OP Sharma, against then-AAP
MLA Alka Lamba.Visuals from within the
Assembly showed Vijender Gupta, dressed in a
pristine white kurta-pyjama set - being lifted,
shouting and twisting, by half-a-dozen marshals.
The BJP leader even held tightly onto the
furniture, fighting and resisting all the way out the
exit.
Vijender return is likely spell more trouble for a
battered AAP. After his election win last week, he
promised that 14 pending reports on the Delhi
government by the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India would be tabled in the House.
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Amid expectations of major
announcements, the newly

formed Delhi Cabinet headed by
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta in
her first cabinet meeting on
Thursday approved a proposal
reinstating the implementation
of Ayushman Bharat Yojna
(ABY) with Rs 5 Lakhs top-up
and tabling of 14 Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
reports in the first siting of the
Assembly. 
The cabinet also discussed the
financial assistance scheme,
which provides Rs 2,500 to
women, aiming to support their
welfare and empowerment.
Speaking to reporters after the
meeting, Gupta said in Hindi,
“During the Cabinet meeting, we
have taken two big decisions.
The ABY, whose implementation
had been held back by the
previous government, will be
implemented in Delhi with a
top-up of Rs 5 Lakh from the
state government. PM Narendra
Modi had announced the
scheme for the whole nation, but
Delhi could not get its benefits
because of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP). This will be done at the
earliest after the formalities are
completed.”
“There are 14 CAG reports
pending, which were not tabled
by the previous government.
They will be tabled during the
first session of the Assembly.
These decisions were taken
today. We will take up our other
commitments, give shape to each
one of them and present them

before you soon,” she added.
Performance Audit on
Regulation and Supply of Liquor
in Delhi for 2017-18 to 2021-22,
Public Health Infrastructure and
Management of Health Services
for 2023 and Performance Audit
Report on Children in Need of
Care and Protection for 2018-19
to 2020-21 are among 14
pending CAG reports.
The implementation of the ABY
for medical insurance had
become a major flashpoint
between the AAP and the BJP.
MPs from the BJP had also filed
a petition in the Delhi High
Court, seeking that the scheme
be made available to people in
the national capital.
Notably, the previous AAP
government, led by former chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, had
opposed the implementation of
the Centre’s Ayushman Bharat
scheme in Delhi, saying that it
would “amount to downgrading
the healthcare initiatives already
in place.” The AAP government
in Delhi had several run-ins with
lieutenant governors over
various issues in the past decade.
However, with the BJP coming to
power in the city after more than
26 years, many expect the
relationship to improve, paving
the way for smooth governance.
After chairing the first Cabinet
meeting on Thursday, Gupta
announced the distribution of
portfolios among her ministers,
keeping with her finance,
services, vigilance, revenue,
women and child development
among other departments. 
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Manipur Governor Ajay
Kumar Bhalla has urged

the people of the strife-torn
state to surrender looted and
illegally held weapons within
seven days, assuring no
punitive action would be
initiated against those giving
up arms during this period.
However, Bhalla asserted that
“strict action” would be taken
after seven days.
“People of Manipur, both in
the valley and hills, have
suffered immense hardship
for the last over 20 months
due to a series of unfortunate
incidents affecting peace and
communal harmony,” he said

in an appeal issued on
Thursday. He said all
communities in the state must
come forward to ensure
cessation of hostilities and
maintenance of peace and
order in the society so that
people can return to their
normal day-to-day activities.
“It is in this regard that I
sincerely request the people of
all communities, particularly
the youths, to come forward
and surrender looted and
illegally held weapons and
ammunition to the nearest
police station, outpost,
security forces camp within
next seven days, effective
from today,” he said.

Centre cracks whip on OTT platforms
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Preparations for the Global
Investors Summit (GIS)-

2025 are in the final stage, with the list of
distinguished guests nearly finalized. The
state government has invited entrepreneurs
from 60 countries to showcase Madhya
Pradesh’s immense investment potential. The
summit will witness  participation from 13
ambassadors, 6 high commissioners, and
several consul generals representing key
strategic nations. 
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav's Regional
Industry Conclaves held across major Indian
cities and international investment
roadshows in the UK, Germany, and Japan
have created a strong platform for regional
industries, attracting global companies to
invest in the state. The diplomatic delegation
at GIS-2025 will be led by consul generals
from Germany, Japan, Switzerland, and
Malaysia, along with senior representatives
from the United Kingdom, Poland, the
Netherlands, and Canada. 
Notably, ambassadors from Nepal, Morocco,
Zimbabwe, Angola, and Burkina Faso, along
with high commissioners from Rwanda,
Seychelles, Jamaica, Lesotho, and Uganda,
have confirmed their participation. The
World Bank will play a crucial role in GIS-
2025, led by Country Director Auguste Tano
Kouamé, accompanied by senior specialists
in infrastructure and digital transformation.
Additionally, the World Association of
Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA)
will be represented by Deputy Executive
Director Dushyant Thakor. 
Key global trade and investment promotion
agencies have confirmed their participation,

including JETRO (Japan) led by
Director General Hiroyuki Kitamura,
German Trade & Invest represented by
Director Seema Bharadwaj, Invest

Ottawa and top agencies from Italy, Canada,
Australia (Austrade), and Malaysia
(Matrade). These participations highlight
strong cross-continental investment interest
in Madhya Pradesh. 
GIS-2025 has received strong support from
bilateral chambers of commerce, which
represent key economic partnerships,
including Indo-German Chamber of
Commerce (IGCC) and German-Indian
Innovation Corridor (GIIC), led by
Managing Director Stephan Haluza,
Singapore Indian Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (SICCI), led by Chairman Manish
Tripathi, Indian Chamber of Commerce in
Korea (ICCK), led by Chairman Ramesh
Ayyar, Indo-Polish Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (IPCCI), led by Chairman J.J. Singh,
and India-Djibouti Chamber of Commerce
(IDCC)These chambers bring expertise in
facilitating cross-border investments and
strengthening Madhya Pradesh’s global
economic ties.
Governor of Russia’s Ulyanovsk Region,
Ruskkikh Alexey Yuryevich, will lead a high-
level delegation including senior government
officials and business leaders. Apart from
Zimbabwe’s Deputy Minister of Industry &
Commerce, Raj Modi, will represent his
country’s growing economic ties with
Madhya Pradesh. Several other ministerial
delegations are also expected to confirm their
participation soon. GIS-2025 strategically
brings top investment source countries as
partner nations, reinforcing Madhya
Pradesh’s international outreach. 

�����
-���
����
������'��.���	
�������
'$ /0102



������ �	
��
�� �	
������� ���	����
��������	)

�������	��	���	
���	��
��
���	%���	��������	
��	
��������	�����
���	
��
�	��	���	!�� 
�	(�)������	������'	��	����
�	��	������
��

�3�
� #+;�?7

To mark the Prayagraj
Mahakumbh 2025, the
sacred water of Ganga

Maiya was ceremoniously
brought from the Prayagraj
Mahasangam to Central Jail
Indore in a special Vedic tradi-
tion. The initiative was led by
Central Jail Superintendent Mrs.
Alka Sonkar, who organized
the event to bring spiritual
solace to the inmates.
As part of the Ganga Kalash
Yatra, Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s
National General Secretary
Milind Parande and State Head
Jitendra graced the occasion as
special guests. They were warm-
ly welcomed by Jail
Superintendent Alka Sonkar,
who led the sacred procession to
the main auditorium of Central
Jail Indore.
In a unique and first-of-its-

kind initiative in Madhya
Pradesh, the holy Ganga water
was symbolically offered to all
inmates as a Mahakumbh
Ganga Sangam Snan (ritual
bath), accompanied by the
chanting of Vedic mantras. The
deeply spiritual event filled the
jail premises with devotion as
inmates enthusiastically chant-
ed “Ganga Maiya Ki Jai”, creat-
ing a divine and uplifting atmos-
phere.
The program was attended by
Deputy Jail Superintendent
Inder Nagar, Santosh Ladiya,
Senior Testing and Welfare
Officer Abhishek Dangi, Nagle,
and other officers and staff
members of Central Jail Indore.
This extraordinary initiative
brought a sense of hope, peace,
and devotion to the incarcerat-
ed individuals, marking a his-
toric moment in the prison’s
spiritual outreach efforts.
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With the Global Investors
Summit drawing clos-
er, The Pioneer caught

up with several public repre-
sentatives in the state capital on
Friday. The leaders shared their
thoughts around the conclave
that hopes to launch Bhopal as
a prime investment destination.
Ruling party legislator from
Bhopal (West) Bhagwandas
Sabnani said, "The summit will
provide opportunities for both
the state and the people of the
state capital. The presence of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister Amit Shah, and
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav is
in itself a major achievement for
the city."
Sabnani lauded the effort, saying,
"CM Mohan Yadav is continu-
ously planning for the state,

having already organised region-
al industrial conclaves. More
than 17 categories have been
designated for investment,
ensuring benefits for all sections
of society across the state capi-
tal and the state as a whole."
Adopting a contrarian view,
Congress MLA from Bhopal
(North) Aatif Arif Aqueel
remarked, "The actual benefits of
this summit will be realised in

the future, determining how
successful it truly was. Its brand-
ing has been done quite well, but
the real question is—who will
benefit at the ground level? The
presence of PM Modi will cer-
tainly bring some benefits to the
city, that much is certain.
However, it is difficult to say who
exactly will gain from it."
Bhopal Municipal Corporation
(BMC) Chairman Kishan

Suryavanshi expressed hope,
saying, "The summit is full of
possibilities and has something
for everyone, ensuring benefits
for all. It will generate employ-
ment opportunities in the state
and positively impact its eco-
nomic system."
Providing a preview, Suryavanshi
added, "Continuous efforts are
being made to ensure skilled
youth gain employment. The
concerned department is active-
ly showcasing land banks around
the city for industrial purposes,
aiming to attract large-scale
investments in both the state and
the city, ultimately benefiting the
public."
Congress leader and Municipal
Ward One Councillor Lakshman
Rajput raised concerns, stating,
"The work being carried out by
BMC for the summit lacks qual-
ity. There is corruption involved,

with the cost of materials being
reported as ten times higher than
the actual price. Roads that were
already built are being recon-
structed unnecessarily."
Rajput's words, however, fail to
find resonance with Kusum
Chaturvedi, who represents the
neighbouring Ward Two in the
BMC.
Chaturvedi said, "Large-scale
events such as this summit will
bring a new identity to the city
and the state. The citizens of the
city will benefit greatly from it."
Ward Four Councillor Rajesh
Hingorani voiced similar senti-
ments, stating, "The summit will
benefit all cities and wards of the
state. The arrival of PM Modi has
transformed Bhopal into a beau-
tifully enhanced city. With
investors coming in, develop-
ment activities in the state are
bound to increase."
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To promote the fast-
approaching Global
Investor Summit (GIS),

authorities have put up attractive
cutouts, posters, and artworks at
Bhopal's squares, major roads,
and lakes.
On VIP Road, banners and
posters appear every 100 metres,
showcasing the importance given
to the event.
A grand logo of the Global
Investor Summit stands in the
middle of the Upper Lake, near
Raja Bhoj's statue. This eye-
catching display enhances the
city’s beauty and attracts visitors.
GIS cutouts line the route from
the CM House to Bhopal Airport
and the Indira Gandhi National
Museum of Mankind. A striking

GIS cutout at Polytechnic Square
marks the way to the CM House
and the museum.
Posters and banners at Retghat
Intersection and Raja Bhoj Bridge
add to the city’s splendour. Artists
have decorated the walls at the
Koh-e-Fiza intersection with
stunning artworks, giving GIS a
creative promotional touch.
The flyover at Lalghati Square
welcomes visitors with the mes-
sage: "Welcome to the City of
Lakes, Bhopal." The Bhopal
Municipal Corporation has
placed planters along Airport
Road, enhancing its appeal.
Paintings depicting Madhya
Pradesh's art and culture line the
route from the airport to the
Indira Gandhi National Museum
of Mankind, offering guests a
glimpse into the state’s rich her-

itage. GIS promotion extends
beyond physical spaces, with a
large-scale online campaign. An
official Twitter account updates
young people on GIS-related
activities.
Local residents are excited about
the grandeur of GIS. Somya
Kumari, an MBA student at
Barkatullah University, believes
the event will boost the industrial
sector and create new jobs.
Nitesh Agarwal, a businessman
from New Market, calls the event
a moment of pride for Bhopal
and its residents, as it will attract
investors from across the coun-
try and the world.
Bhopal now shines with extensive
branding and decorations for
GIS, which promises to be a land-
mark event in the state's indus-
trial journey.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has stated that the
Biofuel Scheme-2025

aligns with the core principles
of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s "Lifestyle for
Environment" (LiFE) initiative,
which emphasizes sustainable
development while promoting
responsible consumption and
production. This scheme will
harness the agricultural
strength of the state and
encourage innovation. Along
with ensuring a green and
prosperous future for citizens,
it will create direct and indirect
employment across various lev-
els of the Biofuel manufactur-
ing units, bio-energy plants,
feedstock production, and sup-
ply chain in the state. The
scheme will help meet the
state's energy demands while

maintaining environmental bal-
ance and accelerating industri-
al development.
Chief Minister Yadav highlight-
ed that the "Biofuel Scheme-
2025" is a revolutionary initiative
for the state's economic pros-
perity, green energy production,
and employment generation.
Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Modi, India is achiev-
ing new global heights in sus-
tainable development and renew-
able energy. Inspired by his
vision, the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment is formulating policies
that are environmentally sus-
tainable in the long term and fos-
ter employment generation. This
scheme ensures the effective uti-
lization of agricultural and
organic waste, enabling the pro-
duction of eco-friendly fuel and
making the state self-reliant in
green energy. Taking a historic
step towards renewable energy

and sustainable development,
the "Biofuel Scheme-2025" has
been approved by the State
Cabinet.
Under this scheme, the state gov-
ernment has decided to provide
land allocation, investment
incentives, infrastructure devel-
opment support, and tax bene-
fits for establishing Biofuel pro-
duction plants. This will boost
local entrepreneurship, provide
additional income opportunities
for farmers, and encourage
industrial investment in the state.
Several incentives such as basic
investment support, infrastruc-
ture grants, and electricity tariff
concessions are being offered to
Biofuel units, aiming to establish
Madhya Pradesh as a leading hub
for biofuel production. This ini-
tiative will strengthen the rural
economy and accelerate the
development of environmental-
ly friendly industries.

Chief Minister Dr. Yadav
announced that the Biofuel
Scheme will be a key highlight at
the Global Investors Summit
scheduled to be held in Bhopal
on February 24-25, 2025. The
summit will bring together
investors, industry leaders, and
policymakers from India and
abroad. The Global Investors
Summit will serve as a platform
to attract investments in Biofuel
and green energy, opening up
new opportunities for sustainable
development, investment, and
job creation in the state.
The Chief Minister mentioned
that the Biofuel Scheme pri-
marily includes Bio-CNG,
Biomass Briquettes & Pellets, and
Biodiesel. It covers all aspects of
biofuel production, including
feedstock cultivation, production
technology, distribution, and
utilization. The scheme provides
several benefits to Biofuel man-

ufacturing units and bio-energy
plants, along with subsidies for
farmers' cooperatives for agri-
cultural equipment. Additionally,
it ensures the sale of Biomass and
fertilizers and includes provisions
for developing a strong supply
chain. Land allocation for Biofuel
production plants will be prior-
itized, and government land for
biomass production will be pro-
vided at 10% of the collector rate
as an annual fee.
Yadav announced that Biofuel
units will receive up to Rs 200
crore as Basic Investment
Promotion Assistance (BIPA)
under the scheme. Additionally,
a 50% incentive (up to a maxi-
mum of Rs 5 crore) will be pro-
vided for the development of
electricity, water, gas pipelines,
roads, drainage, waste manage-
ment systems (ETP, STP, pollu-
tion control equipment), and
other infrastructure. 
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Acontinuous campaign is
being run to improve
traffic management in

Indore city. To accelerate and
enhance its effectiveness, a
District Road Safety
Committee meeting was held
under the chairmanship of
Collector Ashish Singh, where
several key decisions were
taken to ensure smooth and
well-organized traffic flow.
During the meeting, it was
decided that strict action would
be taken against passenger
buses that park haphazardly or
pick up passengers from unau-
thorized locations. Along with
issuing challans, errant buses
will also be seized. To enforce
this, a joint campaign will be
launched by the District
Administration, Traffic Police,
Municipal Corporation, and
Transport Department.
Additionally, it was mandated
that dividers and speed break-

ers cannot be constructed any-
where in the city without prior
approval from the Road Safety
Committee.
The meeting, held at the
Collector’s office, was attended
by Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Shivam Verma,
DCP Traffic Arvind Tiwari,
Additional Collector Roshan
Rai, and officers from related
departments. A detailed dis-
cussion was held on strategies
to streamline city traffic. Proper
parking spaces will be allocat-
ed for passenger buses operat-
ing from Sarvate and Gangwal
bus stands to reduce conges-
tion. In light of ongoing con-
struction, the flyover’s length at
Dewas Naka will be extended
by modifying its design to
ensure smoother traffic flow.
The traffic diversion plan for
National Highway 52 (MR-10
junction) was approved to facil-
itate uninterrupted movement.
Systematic left-turn arrange-
ments will be implemented at
Industries House, Geeta

Bhawan Chauraha, and GPO
Chauraha. Immediate removal
of obstructions at Rajiv Gandhi
Chauraha and Choithram
Chauraha was ordered, with
constant monitoring to ensure
that encroachments do not
reappear.
Instructions were issued to
activate the bypass street lights
soon and repair damaged
chambers at Chandragupta
Chauraha, which have been
obstructing traffic. Though
metro construction work has
been completed at
Chandragupta Chauraha, bar-
ricades have not been removed,
causing inconvenience. The
Collector directed their imme-
diate removal. A proposal to
increase the width of the bridge
near Dhobighat, between
Industries House intersection
and Janjir Wala intersection,
was also discussed.
Collector Ashish Singh reaf-
firmed that the traffic improve-
ment campaign will continue
with increased effectiveness. 
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Bhopal: Wearing black bands as
a symbol of defiance, doctors at
Hamidia Hospital on Thursday
joined their counterparts across
the state in protest. Their
demands for fair pay, career pro-
gression, and autonomy have
been ignored for too long.
The movement aims to push the
government into action. Medical
officers, teachers, doctors, and
junior doctors gathered at
Hamidia Hospital’s Block-2, voic-
ing their frustrations. This protest
includes 52 district hospitals,
community and primary health
centres, and medical colleges
across Madhya Pradesh.
The Doctors’ Federation
demands a high-level committee,
as directed by the High Court,
proper implementation of the
Dynamic Assured Career
Progression (DACP) and Non-
Practicing Allowance (NPA), full
benefits of the Seventh Pay
Commission, and reduced

administrative interference in
medicine.Dr Rakesh Malviya,
Chief Convenor of the Doctors'
Federation, says that the protest
is not about new demands but
unresolved issues. He stressed
that despite court orders and
Cabinet approvals, implementa-
tion has been lacking, leaving
doctors with no choice but to agi-
tate. The DACP scheme ensures
timely promotions and salary
hikes, improving career prospects
for doctors. Introduced in many
states after 2008, its partial
implementation has sparked
resentment among medical pro-
fessionals, making their struggle
for justice even more urgent.
The protest will intensify in the
coming days, with the medicos
burning essential medicines and
holding a state-wide mass fast
before launching a public aware-
ness campaign titled "Save
Medicine – Save Doctors" to
draw attention to their demands.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav will transfer the
laptop assistance amount

to the bank accounts of merito-
rious students on Friday,
February 21. The state-level
event will take place at 10:30
AM in the Golden Jubilee
Auditorium of RCVP Noronha
Administrative Academy,
Bhopal. School Education and
Transport Minister Shri Uday
Pratap Singh will preside over
the event.
Dr. Yadav will transfer Rs 224
crore in a single click to the bank
accounts of 89,710 meritorious
students who passed the Class
12 board exams of the Madhya

Pradesh Board of Secondary
Education (MPBSE) in 2023-24
with 75% or more marks. These
students are currently pursuing
higher education. Each eligible
student will receive Rs 25,000
from the School Education
Department to purchase a lap-
top.
The event will also be attended
by Bhopal District In-charge
Minister and MSME Minister
Chaitanya Kumar Kashyap,
Sports and Youth Welfare &
Cooperation Minister Vishwas
Kailash Sarang, Minister of State
for Backward Classes and
Minority Welfare (Independent
Charge) Krishna Gaur, and
Member of Parliament Shri
Alok Sharma.
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Bhopal: The newly appointed
Madhya Pradesh Congress in-
charge, Harish Choudhary, was
warmly welcomed upon his
arrival in Bhopal on Thursday.
At the state Congress office,
party workers and leaders greet-
ed him with garlands and
enthusiastic chants. Prominent
leaders, including MP Congress
President Jeetu Patwari, Leader
of Opposition Umang Singhar,
and Deputy Leader of
Opposition Hemant Katare,
were present on this occasion.
During the meeting, extensive
discussions were held on
strengthening the party orga-
nization, preparations for the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections,
organizational changes, and
strategic planning. Congress
leaders and workers reiterated
their commitment to bolstering
the party and raising public
issues effectively.
Addressing the gathering,
Harish Choudhary emphasized
the need for a united effort to
spread Congress ideology to
every household. He stressed
party unity and strength, urg-
ing leaders and workers to

reinforce the party's presence in
the state. He called for raising
public issues with full force,
both on the streets and in the
legislature. He also announced
plans for a statewide tour to
engage with party workers and
discuss ways to strengthen the
organization.
MP Congress President Jeetu
Patwari expressed confidence
that the enthusiasm and deter-
mination of Congress workers
would bring significant change
in the state. He urged everyone
to work collectively to take
Congress’s policies to the peo-
ple and build a strong organi-
zational structure. Leader of
Opposition Umang Singhar
also addressed the meeting,
highlighting the need for an
aggressive and united Congress.
The meeting also included dis-
cussions on upcoming party
programs, public outreach cam-
paigns, protests, demonstra-
tions, and other initiatives to
address public concerns. The
Congress party reaffirmed its
commitment to fighting at all
levels and amplifying the voice
of the people. During the ses-

sion, the preamble of the
Constitution was read, and
attendees took a pledge to
uphold constitutional values.
Following the meeting, Harish
Choudhary and Jeetu Patwari
held separate discussions with
MLAs, district and city
Congress presidents, leaders of
party wings, and heads of
departments to deliberate on
organizational matters.
Senior Congress leaders present
at the meeting included Media
Department President Mukesh
Nayak, Deputy Leader of
Opposition Hemant Katare,
former Union Minister Kantilal
Bhuria, former Leader of
Opposition Ajay Singh (Rahul
Bhaiya), Dr. Govind Singh,
Kamleshwar Patel, K.P. Singh,
Sajjan Singh Verma, N.P.
Prajapati, Jaivardhan Singh,
Sachin Yadav, AICC Secretaries
Sanjay Dutt, Rajeev Singh,
Gaurav Raghuwanshi, along
with former ministers, MLAs,
Congress state office bearers,
Lok Sabha and Assembly can-
didates, former MLAs, party
spokespersons, and heads of all
party wings.
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Cases filed against 101 accounts for
spreading misinformation on Kumbh 
BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Police have
intensified their crackdown

on misleading social media
content and privacy violations
related to the Mahakumbh, reg-
istering cases against 101
accounts across 10 incidents for
spreading misinformation and
objectionable material.
Authorities have taken legal
action against two social media
accounts for allegedly posting
and selling explicit videos of
women pilgrims bathing at the
sacred event. The crackdown
follows directives from Uttar
Pradesh Police Chief Prashant
Kumar to combat offensive
content related to the religious
gathering.
The police's social media mon-
itoring unit detected that certain
platforms were uploading
videos of women pilgrims
bathing and changing clothes,
violating their privacy. A case
was lodged at the Kotwali
Kumbh Mela police station.
On February 17, a case was reg-
istered against an Instagram

account for allegedly posting
inappropriate videos.
Authorities have requested
Meta, Instagram's parent com-
pany, to provide details of the
account operator for further
action, including possible arrest.

In another case, registered on
February 19, a Telegram chan-
nel was found offering similar
content for sale. Legal proceed-
ings have been initiated, and
investigations are ongoing.
Following Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath's directive to curb
misinformation, police have
launched a cyber patrolling ini-
tiative to monitor and counter
fake news regarding the
Mahakumbh. Several cases have
been registered for spreading

misleading content. On
February 19, police booked 26
accounts for linking a Pakistan-
based video to a false claim
about a Maha kumbh stampede.
On February 14, 22 accounts
misrepresented a video from
Champawat, Uttarakhand,
alleging a violent clash and
stone-pelting at the
Mahakumbh. 
On February 13, 15 accounts
circulated a 2024 Bihar video,
originally from a Pushpa 2 film
promotion event, falsely claim-
ing nationalist devotees had
thrown slippers at army person-
nel at the Kumbh. On February
12, seven accounts falsely linked
a 2021 video from Ghazipur,
alleging bodies were floating in
the Ganga due to a stampede. 
On February 9, 14 Twitter
accounts misrepresented a
Dhanbad, Jharkhand video,
claiming UP Police assaulted
devotees searching for missing
family members. 
On February 7, a Facebook
account spread false claims
about crowd management
efforts in the Sangam area, por-
traying it as a stampede. 

Devotees walk towards Sangam to take holy dip during the ongoing Mahakumbh Mela festival in Prayagraj PTI 

No water to share with
other states: Punjab CM
PTIn CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Thursday said the state does not
have a single drop of water to
share with any other state.
Mann stated this before the Ravi
Beas Water Tribunal set up for
adjudicating river water disputes
between Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan.
At a meeting with the tribunal led
by its chairman Justice Vineet
Saran, members Justice P Naveen
Rao and Justice Suman Shyam,
and registrar Rita Chopra, the
chief minister reiterated that the
state has no spare water to share
with any other state and there is
no question of sharing even a sin-
gle drop of water with anyone.
Punjab has no surplus water to
share with any other state and
reassessment of availability of
water is required as per interna-
tional norms, Mann said, accord-
ing to an official statement.
He also urged the tribunal mem-
bers, who are in Punjab for a site
visit of the Ravi water system, to
deliver justice to the people of the
state.
Mann pointed out that Punjab's

76.5 per cent blocks (117 out of
153) are over exploited where the
stage of ground water extraction
is more than 100 per cent, where-
as in Haryana only 61.5 per cent
(88 out of 143) are over exploit-
ed. As most of the river resources
of the state have dried up, it needs
more water to cater to its irriga-
tion needs, Mann said.
However, Mann said the situation
is so grim that Punjab only has
scant water, which it is providing
to its food growers.
In such a scenario, there is no
question of sharing even a drop
of water with any other state,
Mann said.
The Punjab government has
emphatically presented the issue
of less availability of water on
every platform, Mann said,
adding that it is imperative to
"protect the rights of our coming
generations", the statement said.
"The Punjab government is duty-
bound to ensure that the inter-
ests of the state and its people are
safeguarded by all means, and no
stone will be left unturned for it,"
Mann asserted. The chief minis-
ter also apprised the tribunal that
the Yamuna, like Ravi and Beas
rivers, also flowed through the

erstwhile state of Punjab before
re-organisation, but while appor-
tioning river waters between
Punjab and Haryana, Yamuna
waters were not considered,
whereas Ravi and Beas waters
were duly taken into account for
the apportionment.
Mann said Punjab has been
requesting for its association in
the negotiations for allocation of
Yamuna waters, but "our request
has not been considered on the
ground that no geographical
area of Punjab falls in the Yamuna
basin".
Haryana is not the basin state of
Ravi and Beas rivers, but Punjab
is forced to share waters of these
rivers with Haryana, Mann said,
adding that if Haryana gets Ravi-
Beas waters being a successor
state of Punjab, Yamuna waters
should also be shared with
Punjab being a successor state fol-
lowing the same analogy.
The Punjab government is mak-
ing strenuous efforts to use canal
water for irrigation purposes, the
chief minister said. 
When he assumed charge as chief
minister, only 21 per cent canal
water was being used in the state,
Mann said.

TMC, BJP MLAs compete in needling regional sentiments
SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

Aset of BJP and Trinamool
Congress MLAs on

Thursday competed against each
other needling up regional and
sub-regional slogans - the former
once again asking for a separate
North Bengal State and the lat-
ter demanding an exclusive State
flag.
Manoranjan Vyapari a TMC
MLA from Hooghly while deliv-
ering a speech inside the
Assembly "floated an idea" for an
exclusive state flag for Bengal
even as he reasoned, "There are
quite a few States that have their
distinct State songs and State
flags, so why cannot Bengal have
its own state flag. 
We already have a state song.
Thanks to our Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee. I only offered
a small idea to the House to pon-
der about it, besides there is no
constitutional hindrance for hav-
ing a state flag."
Though there is no instance of a
state flags some Indian states do
have their own songs. 
These include Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, as well as Bengal. The

BJP and the Left promptly react-
ed to the idea of a state flag won-
dering whether the TMC was
plotting a secessionist plan. 
Union Minister and state BJP
president Sukanto Majumdar
chided Vyapari saying, "they
came to Bengal after being kicked
out of Bangladesh, now they are
trying to divide India, but we
warn them against any such sin-
ister design, any poke at India's
national sovereignty will be very
ruthlessly dealt with."
Not to drop behind North Bengal
BJP MLA Shikha Chatterjee too
roll out rolled out a competing
idea: this time proposing to
effect a partition of Bengal.
Reportedly disgusted with lack of
development of North Bengal she
said if the Mamata Banerjee
Government could not keep its
promise then it should better let
the northern part of the State go.
"If you cannot develop North
Bengal then it is better to bifur-
cate it," she said. 
"There has been tall promises
made by the Government. They
have constructed an Uttar Kanya
(a second secretariat at Siliguri in
North Bengal), just for the sake
of it, nothing happens there. 

My simple logic is if you cannot
develop North Bengal simply let
it get separated," Chatterjee an
MLA from Dabgram Phulbari
constituency adjoining Siliguri
said.
"This is not my call. This is the
people's voice that I am raising.
We are people's representatives
and we have to listen to the
refrains of the common voters
regularly. 
There is massive unemployment
problem, people have minimal
facilities, there is continuous
river erosion, hosts of other
problems that the people are
plagued with. They are asking us
as to what we are doing in
Kolkata. They are telling us to
resign and return if we cannot do
anything. 
So I am forced to raise this issue.
If the Government cannot devel-
op let them segregate North
Bengal," she said.
Though this is not the first occa-
sion that a similar demand has
been raised what makes
Chatterjee's statements different
is that it has for the first time
made inside the Assembly and
was recorded in the proceedings,
experts said. Earlier other saffron

leaders like John Barla and the
saffron MLA from Naxalbari
had raised such demands too.
When asked to comment on the
issue Sukanto Majumdar howev-
er said that, "division of Bengal
is not the party's stand," adding
however that the party wanted a
composite development plan for
North Bengal.
"We want the development of
Bengal along the lines proposed
by Dr Shyama Prasad Mukherjee.
If regions like North Bengal are
neglected then we will see if some
other arrangement can be made,
but we are not for division of
Bengal," he said.
State Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Sobhandeb Chatterjee
however accused the BJP for
hatching divisive plans after hav-
ing failed to win in elections. 
"They know that they are fast los-
ing the ground beneath their feat.
They have failed to win elections
repeatedly in North Bengal too
they have lost ground losing all
the recent by-elections. So they
are making a hue and cry for par-
titioning Bengal. But this will not
only be not allowed. This will also
boomerang against them,"
Chatterjee said.

Snowfall, rain end 50-day dry
spell in Jammu and Kashmir
MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

Afresh spell of snowfall in the
higher reaches and rains in

the plain areas across Jammu
and Kashmir on Thursday
ended the 50-day-long dry spell,
and brought back smiles to the
faces of the locals and the
tourists reaching here to enjoy
the scenic beauty of the ski
resorts of Gulmarg, Sonamarg,
and Pahalgam.
In the Jammu region, Banihal
top, higher reaches of Doda and
Kishtwar, and the tourist resort
of Patnitop and Trikuta hills near
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine also
witnessed fresh snowfall. 
The reports of snowfall were also
received from Peer Ki Gali and
adjoining areas along Mughal
road in Poonch district.
Normal life was disrupted in
Jammu city which along with
other plains were lashed by
rains, resulting in a considerable
drop in the day temperature.
The helicopter and ropeway
service at the Vaishno Devi

shrine remained suspended dur-
ing the day. However, the pil-
grimage to the shrine continued
without any disruption. 
The battery car service was also
functioning normally along the
trek.
Due to the snowfall around
Zojila area, the highway that
connects Kashmir to Ladakh,
was closed down for vehicular
movement.  
However, the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway remained
open and the traffic on the arte-
rial road played without any dis-
ruption.According to the Met
department areas like Gulmarg,
Pahalgam, and Sonamarg
received a fresh spell of snow
while Srinagar witnessed rains,
bringing the much-needed
respite as multiple water bodies
and springs had dried up due to
no precipitation in the area.
Earlier, the UT administration
had to postpone the Khelo India
Winter Games due to insuffi-
cient snow in the Ski Resort
Gulmarg.

According to experts, the
Weather pattern is changing
drastically in Jammu and
Kashmir.
This year the 40-day-long peri-
od of Chillai Kalan was one of
the driest periods in many
decades.
According to MET department,
the Jammu division had record-
ed an 83 per cent rainfall deficit
and Kashmir Valley recorded an
81 percent deficit since the
beginning of the New Year. 
The local water bodies across the
Kashmir division are also dry-
ing up prompting Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah to comment
that the government will have to
adopt a more proactive approach
for water management and con-
servation in the coming weeks.
Meanwhile, the MeT depart-
ment has predicted a wet spell
across the region in the next 24
hours.
The MeT department has also
forecasted that there is going to
be a wet spell starting February
25th till 28th.

BJP to release
‘Sankalp
Patra' for civic
elections on
February 24
STAFF REPORTER n GURUGRAM

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has prepared its

'Sankalp Patra' (Resolution
Letter) for the civic elections. The
party will release this resolution
letter on February 24.
According to state party president
Pandit Mohan Lal Badoli, the res-
olution letter will be released by
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini from Rohtak's BJP
office.
On Thursday, in the presence of
state president Pandit Mohan Lal
Badoli, Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, and conveners of the
resolution letter committee Vipul
Goyal Vijaypal Advocate and
other BJP leaders brainstormed
for hours to prepare the resolu-
tion letter at the BJP's office in
Gurugram.
In the meeting, issues of the city
and wards were discussed in
detail and it was decided to pre-
pare it in the next one or two
days. 
Badoli said that the Sankalp
Patra will live up to the expecta-
tions of the public.
"If some more good suggestions
come up for the Sankalp Patra,
they will also be included in the
next one or two days. 
He said that the Chief Minister
and state leaders will be present
on the occasion of releasing the
Sankalp Patra on February 24 in
Rohtak. 
The BJP would win the munic-
ipal elections by a big margin. 
The public is happy with the poli-
cies of the BJP and the public has
given its blessings and formed the
BJP government in the state for
the third time," he said.
"Now the victory of BJP candi-
dates is certain in the municipal
elections as well. 
There is a BJP government at the
Center and in the state, and now
BJP will win in the local body as
well, due to this, the triple engine
government in the state will do
development work at a fast pace,"
he added.

Subhash Barala meets BJP officials for Gurugram municipal elections
STAFF REPORTER n GURUGRAM

Rajya Sabha MP and the
BJP's Gurugram election

in-charge Subhash Barala held
a meeting with ward coordina-
tors and Mahila Morcha officials
regarding Gurugram and
Manesar Municipal
Corporation elections at the
party's office in the Millennium
City on Thursday.
During the meeting, Barala
egged on the workers and said
that due to their hard work, the
BJP would claim a big victory in
the Municipal Corporation elec-
tions.
On this occasion, Minister
Krishna Bedi, District President
Kamal Yadav, State Secretary
Gargi Kakkar, MLA Mukesh
Sharma, State Media In-charge
Arvind Saini, State President of
Mahila Morcha Usha
Priyadarshi, State President of
SC Morcha Satya Prakash
Jarawata, Harvinder Kohli,
Manish Gadoli, Ajit Yadav and
outgoing Mayor Madhu Azad

etc were present on the stage.
"It is only due to the officials and
workers that the party has
reached this position that the
government has been formed
with full majority for the third

consecutive time in Haryana,"
Barala said.
He appealed to the workers to
go among the people in coordi-
nation with each other and
work to form a triple-engine

government.
"The BJP government has been
working for the last 10 years by
taking decisions in the public
interest without any discrimina-
tion. Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini, the BJP government is
taking the development of the
state to new heights," Barala
said.
Slamming the Congress, he
said that just as the Congress
ceased to exist in the Delhi
Assembly elections, the people
will wipe out the Congress in
Haryana too. He said that the
policy of the Congress has
always been to mislead the
people.
"Due to internal divisions, the
leaders of the Congress work to
confuse the people. The public
has understood the deceitful
politics of the Congress," he said.
He claimed that the atmos-
phere is in favour of the BJP, and
the public has made up its
mind to form a triple-engine
government.

BJP's Gurugram election in-charge Subhash Barala held a meeting for Municipal
Corporation elections File Photo

Naxalites kill two as alleged
police informers in Dantewada
PTI n DANTEWADA

Naxalites have killed two men
after accusing them of being

police informers in
Chhattisgarh's Dantewada dis-
trict, police said on Thursday.
Baman Kashyap (29) and Anis
Ram Poyam (38) were killed by
unidentified assailants at their
village Todma under Barsoor
police station limits on
Wednesday evening, a police
official said here. 
After being alerted, a team of
security personnel was rushed to
the village which is located deep
in the forest on Dantewada-
Bijapur district border, he said. 
More details about the killing
were awaited, he added. 
Kashyap, one of the victims, was
working as a 'shiksha doot' (tem-
porary visiting teacher) at a

government school in the area. 
A pamphlet of the Aaamdai
Area Committee of East Bastar
division of the Maoists, found at
the spot, accused him of acting
as a police informer, the police
official said. 
Kashyap had provided informa-
tion to Dantewada police about
the movement of Maoists before
the Thulthuli encounter of
October 2024, the pamphlet
alleged. 
On October 4, 2024, as many as
38 Naxalites were killed in an
encounter with security per-
sonnel in the forested area
between Thulthuli and Nendur
villages in Abhujmaad area. 
With Wednesday's killings,
Maoists have killed seven per-
sons in separate incidents so far
this year in Bastar division which
comprises seven districts. 

On February 6, Naxalites killed
a former sarpanch (village head)
in Dantewada district, while a
30-year-old man was hacked to
death in Aranpur area of
Dantewada on February 4.
On February 3, Naxalites hacked
to death two men, one of them
their former colleague, in neigh-
bouring Bijapur district. 
Earlier on January 26, Naxalites
killed a 41-year-old man in
Bhairamgarh area of Bijapur,
accusing him of leaking informa-
tion about the outlawed CPI
(Maoist). 
On January 16, Naxalites killed
a 48-year-old man in Mirtur area
of Bijapur on the suspicion of
being a police informer. 
According to police, 68 civilians
were killed last year in separate
incidents of Naxal violence in
Bastar region.

Maha minister sent to two years jail in fraud case 

Mayawati rejects Rahul's alliance offer, calls Congress ‘casteist' 

PNSn LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
chief Mayawati on Thursday

accused the Congress of 'dual
character and casteist mindset',
after Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi questioned her party's
present political approach.
"Wherever the Congress is strong
or in power, it harbours hostili-
ty and casteist attitudes towards
BSP and its followers. But in states
like UP, where it is weak, it tries

to mislead people by talking
about an alliance with BSP. If this
is not hypocrisy, then what is?"
Mayawati said in a post on X.
Mayawati's post came soon after
Gandhi, on the first day of his
visit to his Raebareli Lok Sabha

constituency on Thursday, virtu-
ally accused her of staying away
from anti-BJP front or the INDIA
bloc during the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.
"I wanted Behenji to fight along-
side us against the BJP, but for
some reason, she did not. That
was deeply disappointing. If all
three parties had united, the
BJP would never have won,"
Gandhi said while interacting
with Dalit students in Raebareli.
Congress and Samajwadi Party
had contested the 2024 polls
together in Uttar Pradesh and
succeeded in limiting the BJP's
advance in the most populous
state winning 43 seats including
Faizabad Lok Sabha seat.
Hitting back at Gandhi,
Mayawati accused the Congress
of having a "dual character" and
a "casteist mindset" towards BSP
supporters. She further argued
that past alliances with Congress
had always been detrimental to

the BSP. 
"Whenever BSP allied with
Congress or other casteist parties,
our base vote got transferred to
them. But this was never recip-
rocated. As a result, BSP always
suffered losses," she said in her X
post. Also targeting the BJP, she
said, "They (Congress and BJP)
have consistently opposed Dr BR
Ambedkar, the BSP, its leadership,
Dalit-Bahujan followers, and the
reservation system."
"Their policies have hindered the
nation's constitutional goal of
equality and welfare, which is
deeply concerning," she said.
Interestingly, Gandhi during his
interaction with Dalit students
had started by praising Mayawati.
Gandhi spoke about BSP founder
Kanshi Ram's role in Indian
politics. "I believe Kanshi Ram Ji
laid the foundation, and Behenji
(Mayawati) built upon it," he said
before questioning her present
political stance. 

File Photo

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

In a major setback to the BJP-
led MahaYuti government, a

Nashik district court on
Thursday sentenced State
Agriculture Minister Manikrao
Kokate of the NCP (Ajit Pawar)
to two years' imprisonment and
imposed `50,000 fine in the
1995 document tampering and
fraud case. 
Delivering its judgement in the
30-year-old case, the Nashik dis-
trict and sessions court convict-
ed Manikrao Kokate and his
brother Sunil Kokate in the
documents tampering and
fraud case and sentenced both
of them to two years' imprison-
ment and imposed a fine of Rs
50,000 each on both of them.
The court, however, acquitted
two others named in the FIR of
the case.     With his conviction
and sentence in a criminal case,
Manikrao Kokate -a five-time
MLA from Sinnar in Nashik
district in north Maharashtra -
faces the threat of losing not

only his minister's position but
also his membership of the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly.   
In her verdict handing two
years' imprisonment to
Manikrao Kokate and his broth-
er, 10th Addl. Chief Judicial
Magistrate, Nashik Rupali C.
Narwadiya said that though
the reputation of Kokate - being
state Agriculture Minister "if he
is punished" in the case", "law
cannot condone such illegal
acts".
"No doubt, the reputation of the
accused no.1 being a minister of
the state in the agriculture
department may be ruined if he
is punished. But simultaneous-
ly, the law cannot condone such
illegal acts merely due to the fact
that the person is having a rep-
utable position in the society. In
view of creating deterrence, it is
essential to give a strong mes-
sage to the society that commis-
sion of offence like cheating and
forgery are not tolerable irre-
spective of the post, or reputa-

tion of the person, and that jus-
tice does not see the culprit's
post," the Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate stated in
38-page judgement.
The case against Kokate broth-
ers was filed by their political
rival and former minister
Tukaram Dighole of the
Congress. Dighole had alleged
that the Kokate brothers had
forged documents to fraudu-
lently obtain flats in the Nirman
View Apartment, located on
College Road at Nashik's
Yeolekar Mala locality.
The Prosecution's case is that
the Kokate brothers had claimed
that they belonged to the low-
income group (LIG), their
income was lower than ̀ 30,000
each per annum and that they
had no other properties, which
allowed them to secure flats
under the chief minister's 10 per
cent discretionary quota.
However, the subsequent inves-
tigations by the police  revealed
that they had falsified the doc-
uments to receive these benefits.



While FM Nirmala
Sitharaman’s bud-
get is tailored to

drive consumption, propel
long-term growth, and rein-
force India’s commitment to
a greener world, proposals to
power India’s journey towards
sustainability and net zero
through various energy sec-
tor reforms, policies, and
incentives stand out as they
provide for a transformative
shift in India’s energy land-
scape. India’s demand for
power will continue to
increase. 
The country has set an ambi-
tious target of achieving net
zero by 2070, a tall order. The
power sector accounts for
nearly one-third of India’s
total greenhouse gas emis-
sions. While a country like
India can’t eliminate its
reliance on coal-fired power
with one stroke, transforma-
tive reforms in the power sec-
tor couldn’t and must not
wait. 
The path to carbon neutrali-
ty has to be paved with
renewables. The Budget has
provided the much-needed
push to nuclear energy with
the target of achieving 100
GW capacity by 2047 as part
of India’s long-term energy

transition strategy and achiev-
ing long-term economic and
environmental goals. 
The government wants to
position nuclear energy as a
significant pillar of the ener-
gy mix. This aligns with
India’s broader objectives of a
Viksit Bharat that will be less
reliant on fossil fuels. The pro-
posal to launch a Nuclear
Energy Mission will promote
domestic capabilities, private
sector participation, and
enhanced deployment of
advanced nuclear technolo-
gies such as small modular
reactors. 
With an outlay of Rs 20,000
crore for promoting research
and development of SMRs,
the government targets devel-
oping at least five indigenous-
ly designed and operational
SMRs by 2033. The govern-
ment will also bring in nec-
essary amendments to the

Atomic Energy Act and Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damage
Act to facilitate the Mission
and encourage private sector
participation in nuclear
power projects. This is a great
initiative! The Budget propos-
al to incentivise electricity
reforms and augmentation
of inter-state transmission
capacity by states will advance
power distribution compa-
nies’ financial health and
capacity. Upon meeting the
reforms initiated under the
revamped distribution system
scheme, states can borrow an
additional 0.5 per cent of
their gross domestic product
over and above what they get
under the FRBM Act. 
This will significantly improve
the efficiency of the power
sector. These reform mea-
sures are part of the govern-
ment’s plans to support clean
technology. The government
also intends to promote clean
tech manufacturing to
improve domestic value addi-
tion and build a local ecosys-
tem for solar cells, electroly-
sers, wind turbines, high-
voltage transmission equip-
ment, and grid-scale batteries,
among other technologies.
The Budget marks a transfor-
mative step for India’s renew-

able energy sector. The gov-
ernment’s commitment to
the ‘Make in India’ initiative
and the new clean tech man-
ufacturing policy will aug-
ment the development of
solar PV cells, batteries, and
other sustainable technologies
locally in India. 
These moves will contribute
to the nation’s clean energy
journey while fostering sus-
tainable economic growth.
The full BCD exemption of
the scrap of lithium-ion bat-
teries, Lead, Zinc, and 12
more critical minerals will
help boost battery manufac-
turing in India and promote
more jobs for our youth. 
By reducing the BCD on
solar panels by half to 20 per
cent, the FM has provided
animal spirits to the wind
energy sector, which would
further reduce the price of the
panels and reduce India’s
imports by facilitating domes-
tic production. 
The increased allocation for
solar power to promote
rooftop solar projects is pos-
itive for solar module manu-
facturers and will boost RE
capacity. 

(The writer is Director,
Shirdi Sai Electricals Ltd;

views are personal) 

Rekha Gupta has been sworn-in as the Chief Minister of Delhi, marking a signifi-
cant milestone as she becomes the fourth woman to hold this esteemed posi-
tion in the national capital. Her ascension not only signifies the Bharatiya Janata

Party’s (BJP) return to power in Delhi after 27 years but also highlights a transforma-
tive shift in the city’s political landscape. Gupta’s appointment is historic, as she is the
first woman to lead a BJP-ruled state. Her leadership is expected to bring a fresh per-
spective to Delhi’s governance, focusing on inclusivity and development. Born on July
19, 1974, in Julana, Haryana, Rekha Gupta pursued her education in Delhi. She grad-
uated from Daulat Ram College under Delhi University and later earned an LLB in 2022.
Her legal background has equipped her with a strong foundation to navigate the com-
plexities of political and administrative responsibilities. Gupta’s political career commenced
in 1992 with her involvement in the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) at Delhi

University. Her leadership qualities were soon recog-
nised, leading to her election as the President of the
Delhi University Students’ Union (DUSU) for the 1996-
97 term. She further expanded her political footprint
by serving as a councillor from North Pitampura in 2007
and 2012, where she initiated various community devel-
opment projects. 
Her dedication to public service and effective gover-
nance paved the way for her election as the MLA from
Shalimar Bagh in 2025, defeating AAP’s Bandana
Kumari by a significant margin. Rekha Gupta hails from
a respected family that values community service and
education. Her father was an officer at the State Bank

of India and her family relocated to Delhi when she was two years old. As the new Chief
Minister, Gupta faces several pressing challenges. Delhi’s persistent air and river pollu-
tion require immediate and sustained interventions to safeguard public health. Besides,
addressing the city’s infrastructure deficits, including transportation and public ameni-
ties, is crucial for enhancing the quality of life for residents. Building upon her campaign
promises, Gupta aims to revamp government schools, ensuring quality education for
all. Expanding access to free and efficient healthcare services remains a priority to meet
the needs of Delhi’s diverse population. Implementing programs such as monthly stipends
for economically disadvantaged women reflects her commitment to social equity. Rekha
Gupta’s rise to the Chief Minister’s office embodies a blend of experience, dedication,
and a vision for Delhi’s progressive future. Her leadership is poised to navigate the com-
plexities of the capital’s governance, striving for sustainable development and inclusive
growth. Now that there would be a double engine government in Delhi, Delhiites can
expect some radical changes in the city. The earlier dispensation was at loggerheads
with the central government and so many of the policies and programs could not be
implemented  due to the tussle between the Centre and the State Government. 

Delhi gets a woman CM

of speech does not mean a license to say
anything.” This remark is not limited to a
single individual but serves as a warning
for the entire society.Ranveer’s comments
contained indecency, offensive language,
and words that hurt social dignity. The
Supreme Court stated that the choice of
words is not merely a matter of personal
thought but has an impact on the entire
society. Any statement that harms the dig-
nity of women, sisters, mothers, fathers,
and families is condemnable and unaccept-
able.
oday, social media has given every individ-
ual a platform, but that does not mean it
should become a battlefield of obscenity.
The power of words is greater than that of
a sword-they can either unite society or
divide it. In a democracy, freedom does not
mean absolute liberty but responsibility.
The Supreme Court’s decision serves as a
lesson for everyone who forgets the dig-
nity of language and, in the name of free-
dom, disrespects others. True freedom lies
in discipline and decorum. The restraint
of words is the true hallmark of civilisation. 

R K Jain | Barwani

REKHA GUPTA BECOMES DELHI CM
Madam — Rekha Gupta officially took
charge as Delhi’s Chief Minister in a grand
oath-taking ceremony at Ramlila Maidan,
symbolising the BJP’s political comeback
after 27 years. The event saw the presence
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah, and other prominent
dignitaries. A seasoned political figure with
a strong grassroots background, Gupta-for-
merly a student leader and three-time
councillor-reaffirmed her dedication to
tackling Delhi’s pressing challenges, includ-
ing curbing pollution, upgrading infra-
structure, and improving public amenities.
The BJP’s sweeping victory, securing 48 out
of 70 seats, reflects a decisive shift in voter
sentiment. As the fourth woman to hold
this office in Delhi, Gupta’s leadership is
expected to bring strategic governance
reforms, with a sharp focus on environ-
mental sustainability and administrative
efficiency.

Neha Tomar | Ujjain

SINS CONNOT BE WASHED
Madam — The article, ‘Faith’s double
edged...’ (February 20) presents valid
points worth pondering over by one and
all. Irrespective of the positive effects any
religious faith is able to emit the rulers have,
since centuries, found the best use of faiths
to sentimentally tame the people to cover
up their mistakes and misdeeds. Plunging
the people in superstition continues to be
a strategic ammunition in the hands of the
rulers. Every rational argument and scien-
tific inventions had to meet with a rigress
and many a times fatal reaction from the
rulers. Religious faith is an innate affair and
the rulers should have no role to influence
or denounce it. The rational behind the
belief that a simple dip redeems all the
accumulated sins in an instant is a matter
to be pondered over. The same religion says
no one can escape from paying for sins. It
is also said that even death cannot redeem
one of sins, and the sinner takes birth again
to pay them off. The practice of commit-
ting sins and wiping them off with a holy
dip promotes sinners to feel at ease or pre-
vents them from committing sins. 
The quest continues. It is strange indeed
that a party questions the scheme of gov-
ernment funding pilgrimage by believers
of a faith on one hand and spends thou-
sands of crores to promote holy dip on the
other. The simple visible fact is that for
rulers it is a tool to tame the people and
also to reap a good harvest of income. Our
constitution is very clear with its secular
character and directs the state to promote
scientific temper. It is time the secular char-
acter of the ruling dispensation is analysed
to set it on the right track. People resting
their belief is not an issue, but the govern-
ment using it or misusing it is definitely an
issue. The course needs to be set on the
right path before it takes ugly turns.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

SC CRITICISES OFFENSIVE SPEECH
Madam— Recently, the Supreme Court
took a firm stand on the controversial state-
ments made by YouTuber Ranveer
Allahabadi, making it clear that “freedom
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Rekha Gupta’s appointment as Delhi’s CM marks a historic

milestone, making her the first woman to lead a BJP-ruled state

India’s foreign policy has
long been defined by its
commitment to human
rights and justice. In this
case, the Indian govern-
ment must continue to stand
firm on these principles,
ensuring that Nimisha’s life
is not negotiated for a price.
Blood money, in particular,
must not be allowed to gov-
ern the fate of an innocent
individual. India’s insistence
on this point will not only
safeguard her but also reaf-
firm India’s role as a leading
advocate for justice and
human dignity in the glob-

al arena.More crucially,
Nimisha Priya’s situation
places her life at risk due to
the volatile political and
security environment. 
The Houthi-controlled jus-
tice system may not provide
the due process or fairness
one would expect in a mod-
ern, civilized society. 
Foreign nationals are often
treated with disdain, and
Nimisha could fall victim to
a miscarriage of justice. To
prevent this, India must

leverage all diplomatic chan-
nels, including informal
backdoor negotiations and
Track Two diplomacy,
which have proven effective
in navigating complex inter-
national conflicts. 
India has a long history of
maintaining close ties with
the Middle East, and it is
through these alliances that
India can garner support for
its position. Countries like
Iran, which shares strong
historical ties with India,
have shown willingness to
mediate in this case, as evi-
denced by Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi’s interven-
tion. 
Track Two diplomacy is a
critical tool in this regard.
Informal dialogue through
trusted intermediaries can
often achieve results when
official channels are bogged
down by bureaucracy and
political sensitivities. India’s
ability to operate through
both formal and informal
diplomatic avenues offers it
a unique advantage in resolv-
ing this crisis and ensuring
that Nimisha receives a fair
and just resolution. The
Indian government’s actions
to address this case are a tes-
tament to its commitment to
protecting its citizens abroad. 
This case also highlights the

importance of India’s soft
power diplomacy. Indian
nurses, who play a vital role
in providing healthcare
across the Middle East, are
viewed not only as healthcare
providers but also as cultur-
al ambassadors of India. 
The protection of Nimisha
Priya, a nurse working
abroad, is thus more than
just a personal concern. It
reflects India’s broader com-
mitment to safeguarding its
citizens and maintaining
their trust in the govern-
ment’s ability to protect
them.
The Indian government’s
proactive measures, includ-
ing diplomatic outreach and
coordination with interna-
tional partners, underscore
the country’s growing stature
as a global player. 
As India’s diplomatic out-
reach continues to develop,
the importance of soft
power—exemplified by its
citizens abroad—becomes
increasingly evident.
Nimisha’s case is not mere-
ly an isolated incident; it rep-
resents an opportunity for
India to assert its influence
and diplomatic capability
on the global stage. The
government’s efforts to safe-
guard Nimisha Priya should
be lauded. 

By engaging with regional
powers,  leveraging
backchannel diplomacy, and
ensuring that international
standards of justice are
upheld, India demonstrates
its growing leadership in
global affairs. Through such
strategic actions, India can
also affirm its position as a
nation that champions
human rights and justice for
all its citizens, regardless of
where they are in the world.
In conclusion, Nimisha
Priya’s situation presents a
serious challenge, but it is
also an opportunity for India
to reaffirm its values and
demonstrate its diplomatic
maturity. 
By taking swift and compre-
hensive action, India will
not only save her life but also
reinforce its reputation as a
responsible global leader,
protecting its citizens and
upholding the ideals of
peace, justice, and human
dignity. leader in human
rights and justice. India must
continue to press forward,
ensuring that Nimisha Priya’s
case is resolved with the
fairness and respect she
deserves,  signalling a victo-
ry for Indian diplomacy on
the world stage.

(The writer is an associate
professor; views are personal)

A perilous challenge for

India’s soft diplomacy

In the volatile heart of
Yemen’s capital, Sanaa, an
Indian national, Nimisha
Priya, faces dire circum-
stances, accused of killing

a Yemeni citizen. The charges
are serious, but the true gravi-
ty of the situation lies in the
potential consequences.
Nimisha’s case is not just about
the allegation; it is a call for
India to step forward decisive-
ly to protect one of its own. 
The environment in Houthi-
controlled Sanaa is precarious,
with little hope of a fair trial or
a peaceful resolution. This sit-
uation, which has escalated into
an international diplomatic
challenge, demands India’s
immediate intervention. Yemen
has been mired in conflict for
years, with the Houthi rebels
now in control of the capital.
With power dynamics in con-
stant flux and the justice system
fractured, foreign nationals,
especially from countries like
India, are particularly vulnera-
ble. 
It is feared that Nimisha Priya,
if left without diplomatic inter-
vention, could face the harshest
of outcomes, including arbitrary
punishment or worse, in an
environment where blood
money—a custom rooted in
Yemeni culture—may become a
mode of resolution. This prac-
tice, deeply embedded in parts
of the country, contradicts the
ideals of modern justice and the
humanitarian values upheld by
India.
The Indian government has
already taken significant steps
to address the crisis. India’s
diplomatic response to this
case has been commendable,
with swift actions to ensure
that the matter does not esca-
late further. Notably, Iran’s
Foreign Minister,  Abbas
Araghchi, raised the issue with
the Houthi envoy, showing a
growing recognition of the
case’s importance on the
regional diplomatic stage. This
cooperation ref lects  the
urgency of India’s intervention
and highlights the potential for
multilateral diplomacy to
resolve the issue without
resorting to traditional tribal
customs like blood money. 

Protest over Nepalese student suicide

WITH POWER
DYNAMICS IN

CONSTANT FLUX AND
THE JUSTICE

SYSTEM
FRACTURED,

FOREIGN NATIONALS,
ESPECIALLY FROM

COUNTRIES LIKE
INDIA, ARE

PARTICULARLY
VULNERABLE

Budget powers India’s green
transition with clean tech push

N
epalese student Prakriti Lamsal’s death
by suicide at Kalinga Institute of
Industrial Technology in Bhubaneswar is

tragic and a wake-up call for the central gov-
ernment. KIIT seemingly disregarded Prakriti’s
complaints of harassment against an Indian
student. Later, without investigation, it labelled
her suicide a result of heartbreak. When hun-

dreds of other Nepalese students protested,
they were bundled out to Cuttack railway sta-
tion and told to stay away. 
In one viral video, two KIIT staff are report-
edly heard shouting at them that the institute’s
expenditure on tuition and board exceeds
Nepal’s budget. Such arrogance! By this logic,
Indians in the US should shop at Walmart with
a sense of gratitude because the retail giant’s
revenue exceeds the central government’s bud-
get. Many had scoffed when a global survey
claimed India was among the most racist
countries. Our record on people from our own
Northeast isn’t great either. Surveys showed
how they were stigmatised as ‘Chinese’ dur-
ing the pandemic. India wants 500,000 for-
eign students a year by 2047 but is stuck at
the 50,000 mark. Accepting what’s wrong
might be a good place to start.

R K Jain | Barwani

SANTHOSH MATHEW

N VAMSI REDDY

By balancing economic growth with environmental responsibility, the budget boosts India’s

long-term energy transition and reinforce its commitment to a greener future

The fate of Nimisha Priya, accused of murder in Yemen, hangs in balance.
Her case tests India’s diplomatic resolve to protect its citizens abroad
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HUMAN
CREATIVITY 

AND
TECHNOLOGICAL

ADVANCEMENT 
IS BECOMING A

CRITICAL
ASPECT OF JURY
DELIBERATIONS,

PUSHING THE
BOUNDARIES

OF WHAT 
DEFINES

AUTHENTIC
STORYTELLING

Bill Maher writes, “Suicide is man’s way of telling God: you can’t
fire me, I quit.” But do brave men commit suicide? Fear, anxi-
ety, emotional upheavals, unpleasant feelings, panic attacks and

phobias are all symptomatic of a fragile and delicate mind. It is an
expression of an unpleasant emotion caused by the threat of danger
or pain.
A fragmented mind is invariably a victim of irrational fear. Such an
individual is unable to distinguish between what is logical and what
is not. People suffer from extreme or irrational fear or aversion. This
is nothing but what is called phobia (the Greek word for fear). A con-
tributor to the magnification of fear is our pent-up emotions. These
emotions are not based on a rational or scientific thinking pattern. We
end up reacting violently or irrationally rather than responding in a coher-
ent and clear-sighted manner. Humans should be prudent to ponder
that if left untreated this situation can become mourning regalia. 
A person can suffer from psychosomatic illnesses, loss of appetite,
self-deprecatory behaviour or even schizophrenia. This has a multi-
plier effect in the form of morbid thoughts, persecution complexes
and even hallucinations. An element of fear is perhaps required, because
then we can patrol our fences. However, this needs to be distinguished
from false bravado. Such an attitude will only be tantamount to mere
filibustering or posturing. The brain is an organ and the mind is our
intellect. The power of the mind needs to be magnified and enhanced
to conquer fear. The mind is a movie theatre where the soap opera

of our life is enacted.We play, rewind and rerun an enormous num-
ber of movies. These are based on our idiosyncrasies and quality of
thoughts. Thoughts are impacted by the kind of food we partake in
(Tamasik, Rajasik, Sattvik), the company we keep and the amount of
rest we take.The quality (guna) of food has a bearing on our dispo-
sition and approach to life. Tamasik food makes us sluggish, Rajasik
food makes us feverish or anxious in disposition and Sattvik food makes
us feel calm. 
The first two lead us to fearful situations.If we are closeted to indi-
viduals who have a negative thought process, we imbibe such attrib-
utes and evince such a behavioural pattern. “Man is known by the
company he keeps” is a very old adage and so is “man is born free
but always is in chains”. Suppose we have inspirational friends and
achievers in our orbit, we will tread such a path.It is cardinal to have
adequate physical and mental rest. If we are rested, then we are at
peace and do not complain or quibble. Then we are physically and
mentally alert and high-yielding. In our minds, we need to keep space
to just dump the garbage that disappears into the recycle bin, never
to appear again. 
We need to pursue passions, hobbies, indulge in sports, participate
in extracurricular activities, avoid negative company, take up initia-
tives, practice meditation, keep the mind occupied, footslog on the
treadmill, go for long walks, go for treks, and read autobiographies
of entrepreneurs and achievers.Others adopt the spiritual path by prac-
tising pranayama, learning yoga, undertaking the Art of Living course
or observing the breath through the Vipassana technique. 
These holistic techniques metamorphose the mind to be in the pre-
sent moment and overcome fear. To conquer fear, we need to log out
of our comfort zone so that the virus of fear does not enter our oper-
ating system. And if nothing works out, one should surrender to the
Divine and feel grateful.

(The writer is the CEO of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd. and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He is a faculty of the Art of

Living; views are personal)
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Studying abroad allows
students to see the world
through a different lens.

By engaging with global
issues firsthand, be it climate
change, social justice, or eco-
nomic policies, they gain a
deeper understanding of how
interconnected and interde-
pendent our world truly is.
This global perspective is
invaluable in shaping
informed leaders. It instils a
sense of responsibility and
encourages students to think
beyond their immediate sur-
roundings. 
Leaders who understand
global challenges and can
approach them with a holis-
tic mindset are better
equipped to create meaning-
ful change.
Collaboration and Networks
Studying abroad offers

unique opportunities to build
a global network of peers,
professors, and professionals.
These connections often
serve as invaluable resources,
providing insights, guidance,
and opportunities long after
graduation. Collaborating
with people from different
parts of the world teaches stu-
dents how to harness diverse
strengths and ideas to achieve
common goals. They become
adept at creating inclusive
environments where every-
one feels valued—a critical
skill for leaders in today’s
multicultural workplaces.
Growth in Emotional
Intelligence
Living away from home in an
unfamiliar setting often stirs
a range of emotions. These
emotional highs and lows
contribute significantly to the 

development of emotional
intelligence. Students learn to 
manage their emotions,
empathise with others, and
build meaningful relation-
ships despite cultural differ-
ences. Emotional intelligence,
often considered more criti-
cal than IQ in leadership
roles, is cultivated naturally
during the study-abroad
experience. Moreover, going
through relationships in a

foreign setting teaches stu-
dents how to build trust and
rapport, even in challenging
circumstances.
Communication and
Interpersonal Skills
Effective communication is a
cornerstone of leadership,
and studying abroad is an
excellent training ground for
this skill. 
Navigating a foreign environ-
ment requires students to
communicate with clarity
and intent, often across lan-
guage barriers. They become
adept at listening, interpret-
ing non-verbal cues, and tai-
loring their messages to suit
diverse audiences.
Furthermore, participating
in group projects, extracurric-
ular activities, or even casu-
al social interactions with
peers from different cultural

contexts enhances interper-
sonal skills. Students learn to
collaborate, resolve conflicts,
and inspire those around
them, qualities that define
great leaders.
Building Resilience and
Independence
Moving to a new country
requires immense courage.
From finding accommoda-
tion to dealing with admin-
istrative paperwork, students
often have to manage tasks

that they may have never
encountered before. The
absence of a familiar support
system forces them to rely on
their abilities, building
resilience and self-reliance.
Moreover, students gain con-
fidence as they navigate and
overcome these hurdles. This
newfound sense of indepen-
dence not only shapes their
identity but also prepares
them for leadership roles
where decisiveness and self-
assurance are paramount.
Embracing Cultural
Diversity
One of the most profound
aspects of studying abroad is
exposure to cultural diversi-
ty. Students find themselves
immersed in a society that
often operates on different
values, customs, and tradi-
tions than their own. This

immersion fosters adaptabil-
ity and open-mindedness, as
they learn to respect and
appreciate perspectives vast-
ly different from their own.
Engaging with peers from
diverse backgrounds teaches
valuable lessons in empathy
and cross-cultural communi-
cation. 
Whether it’s understanding
the nuances of a local festival,
navigating a new language, or
simply sharing a meal with
someone from another cul-
ture, these experiences chal-
lenge preconceived notions
and build cultural intelli-
gence. In short, studying
abroad is much more than an
academic pursuit; it is a jour-
ney of self-discovery and
transformation. 
By embracing cultural diver-
sity, building resilience, and

developing critical leader-
ship skills, students emerge as
well-rounded individuals
ready to tackle the challenges
of a globalised world. The
lessons learned during this
time extend far beyond the
classroom. 
They shape character, nurture
empathy, and inspire vision—
qualities that define true lead-
ers. For those who take the
plunge, studying abroad is not
just an investment in their
education but also a stepping
stone toward becoming
agents of change in an ever-
evolving world. For students
who choose to study abroad,
the richness comes not just in
knowledge but in the experi-
ences that mould them into
future leaders.
(The writer  is CEO of Daltin
AI Portal; views are personal)

Beyond academics: How study abroad shapes personal growth and leadership skills

A fragile mind, burdened by irrational fears and
unresolved emotions, struggles to find clarity

RAVI VALLURI

DALJEET SANDHU

The global film festival circuit in 2025 is set to redefine storytelling,
balancing tradition with cutting-edge innovation

CHAITANYA K PRASAD

A year of cinematic innovation, AI

controversies and global synergy

tools of storytelling on the cellu-
loid screen. AI’s increasing role in
filmmaking has sparked a debate
across festival juries. Should AI-
generated content be evaluated on
par with traditionally crafted
films? Festivals in 2025 are con-
templating introducing new cat-
egories to accommodate AI-
assisted storytelling. 
The interplay between human
creativity and technological
advancement is becoming a crit-
ical aspect of jury deliberations,
pushing the boundaries of what
defines authentic storytelling.
India is set to initiate a new plat-
form within the global cinemat-
ic landscape with the inaugural
edition of the World Audio Visual
& Entertainment Summit
(WAVES) scheduled to be held in
Mumbai from May 1 to 5, 2025.
WAVES 2025 aims to bring
together the global media and
entertainment (M&E) industry
with global talent, fostering col-
laborations, business opportuni-
ties, and cross-cultural dialogue.
It  is  an initiative of the
Government to highlight and
present India as a juggernaut of
creative excellence, encourage
co-productions, and promote
film tourism and management
holistically. 
This summit is expected to catal-
yse growth by attracting interna-
tional investments, sharing glob-
al best practices, and enabling
policy discussions. 
The four-day event curated along
the four broad pi l lars of
Broadcasting and Entertainment,
AVGC-XR, Digital Media and
Films is expected to create an
unprecedented buzz and collab-
orative partnership amongst key
stakeholders leading to a much-

needed global media dialogue,
involving key stakeholders from
B2B, B2C and B2G verticals.
WAVES 2025 also aims to
encourage the sharing of ideas
and resources, positioning India
as an attractive destination for
media investments, partnerships,
and collaborations and estab-
lishing India as a global content
hub. Beyond the celebration of
cinema, international film festi-
vals have increasingly become
instruments of soft power diplo-
macy. 
These festivals act as avenues for
cross-cultural dialogue, collabo-
rations, and international part-
nerships. For countries like India,
participating in such festivals
goes beyond screenings and acco-
lades; it is about leveraging the
medium of cinema to strengthen
diplomatic ties and cultural
exchange. The insights gained
from WAVES 2025 will be crucial
for the 56th International Film
Festival of India (IFFI) later in the
year. IFFI must focus on curating
an international jury that mirrors
the diversity seen in Berlinale and
Venice. 
The festival can also benefit from
introducing categories that
acknowledge AI-generated con-
tent, thus staying in step with
global trends. Moreover, IFFI
2025 has the potential  to
strengthen India’s position as a
hub for filming destinations,
partnerships and collaboration.
By promoting India’s e-visa facil-
ity for filmmakers and highlight-
ing scenic and culturally rich
locations across the country, the
festival can attract global film-
makers and producers. 
The festival’s role in soft power
diplomacy can be further ampli-

fied by organising networking
sessions with international dele-
gates and facilitating collabora-
tions that go beyond cinema into
the realms of cultural exchange
and education. 
In the current scenario where
geostrategic communication is
critical, soft power diplomacy
through film festivals will play a
critical role in integrating cinema,
people and excellence.The film
festival circuit in 2025 is not
merely about showcasing films; it
is about witnessing a transforma-
tion in storytelling techniques,
jury deliberations, and interna-
tional collaborations. 
The challenge for juries this year
lies in balancing tradition with
innovation, human creativity with
technological advancements, and
local narratives with global per-
spectives. 
For India, 2025 stands as a piv-
otal year to strengthen its cine-
matic presence globally. WAVES
2025 and IFFI 2025 together
offer an opportunity to not only
showcase India’s prowess in sto-
rytelling, weaving it with contem-
porary styles, but also to position
the country as a forward-think-
ing, globally connected cinema
powerhouse. 
As the year unfolds, the world will
watch closely to see how these fes-
tivals respond to the evolving
dynamics of cinema, ensuring
that the magic of storytelling
continues to resonate across bor-
ders and generations alike. 2025
will surely be a game-changer for
cinephiles and creative geniuses.
(The writer is former additional
DG, DFF and Festival Director,

IFFI; Inputs by Zoya Ahmad
and Vaishnavi Srinivasan. 

Views are personal)

Every year, the international
film festival circuit brings forth
a renewed sense of energy,
enthusiasm, innovation and
cinematic craftsmanship to

audiences across the globe. Each festival
curates a unique paradigm shift in con-
tent, programming, outreach and presen-
tation, making every year distinct yet
interconnected through the shared lan-
guage of cinema. 
The year 2025 is no exception. With the
Berlinale 2025 already setting the tone,
the world is getting a glimpse into the
new formats, styles, and narratives that
will dominate global screens this year.
The Berlinale 2025 has kicked off the fes-
tival season, giving cinephiles a head start
in understanding the emerging trends in
storytelling. This year, the jury is presided
over by acclaimed American filmmaker
Todd Haynes, known for his originality,
thematic focus, and innovative cinemat-
ic techniques that have spanned four
decades. 
The jury comprises a diverse matrix of
global filmmakers, costume designers,
film critics, and actors, ensuring that a
wide spectrum of perspectives will shape
the awards decisions. The challenge for
the Berlinale jury, like many others in
2025, is whether to adhere to tradition-
al cinematic standards or to adapt to new
advancements, particularly the growing
influence of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in
filmmaking. 
As storytelling tools evolve, the jury must
decide how to balance imagination, tra-
dition, and technological innovation
while maintaining the core of cinemat-
ic expression.The Cannes Film Festival
2025, scheduled from May 13 to May 25,
2025, promises a blend of legacy and for-
ward-thinking innovation. French actor
Juliette Binoche has been named the
President of the Jury, a role she describes
with both humility and nostalgia. In her
acceptance, Binoche said, “In 1985, I
walked up the steps for the first time with
the enthusiasm and uncertainty of a
young actress. 
I never imagined that, 40 years later, I
would return as the President of the Jury.”
Binoche holds the rare distinction of win-
ning the Best Actress Award at Cannes
in 2010, Venice in 1994, and Berlin in
1995, along with a BAFTA and an Oscar,
which she shared with Julianne Moore.
Cannes 2025 is expected to continue its
tradition of blending mainstream and
experimental films, with AI-driven nar-
ratives anticipated to make a significant
impact. The 82nd Venice International
Film Festival, set to run from August 27
to September 6, 2025, will feature a ded-
icated section on the restoration of cin-
ematic classics. 
This addition acknowledges the impor-
tance of preserving the past while explor-
ing the future of cinema. Venice remains
a unique experience where audiences do
not merely watch films but immerse
themselves in living art and culture
against the backdrop of one of the
world’s most extraordinary cities. 
As with Berlinale and Cannes, the Venice
jury will face the challenge of evaluating
films that push traditional boundaries.
Will they reward those that adhere to
classic storytelling structures, or will films
leveraging AI tools for scriptwriting, edit-
ing, and visual effects find greater recog-
nition? 
The challenge will be to balance the clas-
sical, contemporary and tech-driven

In an increasingly interconnected world, the decision to study abroad is no longer just about acquiring a degree. It is a transformative journey, one that shapes individuals
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Adani touts cash, double-digit EBITDA growth to reassure investors
PTI n NEW DELHI

Adani Group on Thursday
said it has enough cash to

service debt obligations and
that its business achieved
record pre-tax profits in the 12
months ending December
2024 as it looked to reassure
creditors and investors of a

robust business profile.
Cash balances exceed long-
term debt repayments for the
next 28 months, while
portfolio-level cash balances
were at `53,024 Crore, the
port-to-power conglomerate
said in a report for the first
nine months of the financial
year ending March 2025

released on Thursday.
"Sufficient liquidity is
maintained across portfolio
companies to cover debt
servicing requirements for at
least the next 12 months," it
said.
The cash balance as of
September 30, 2024, compared
with the ̀ 59,791 Crore balance

generated in the full 2023-24
financial year (April 2023 to
March 2024 or FY24 fiscal).
Cash balance represents 20.5
per cent of gross debt.
"These expanding cash flows
have enabled consistent
investments while keeping the
leverage at an all-time low. As
on September 30, 2024, FFO or

cash after tax for the trailing 12
months was at `58,908 Crore,"
it said.
The group has a strong asset
base of `5.53 Lakh Crore built
over three decades, according
to the report.
Adani said its gross assets to
net debt ratio improved to 2.7
times during the first half of

the current fiscal year
compared to 2.63 times in the
previous year.
Gross debt stood at `2.58 Lakh
Crore, up from `2.41 Lakh
Crore at the end of FY24. After
accounting for cash balance,
net debt was `2.05 Lakh Crore,
up from `1.81 Lakh Crore net
debt at the end of March 2024.

For the 12-month period
ending December 2024,
EBITDA touched `86,789
Crore, marking a 10.1 per cent
year-on-year growth. Adjusted
for prior income, the growth
stands at 21.3 per cent. In the
December quarter alone,
EBITDA rose 17.2 per cent to
`22,823 Crore.

According to the report, key to
this growth are the emerging
businesses under Adani
Enterprises (AEL), including
solar and wind manufacturing
and airports. These businesses,
part of AEL's infrastructure
division, grew 45 per cent YoY
in the December quarter and
33.3 per cent in the trailing 12-

Boult expands
Mustang
partnership
with new
audio lineup
PNS n NEW DELHI

Boult audio continues its
collaboration with Ford

Mustang, introducing a new
range of high-performance
audio products. 
This latest launch builds on the
success of their previous
partnership, reinforcing Boult's
position in India's fast-growing
smart audio market and its
commitment to bringing
cutting-edge technology to
consumers.
Boult's collaboration with
Mustang has significantly
strengthened its position in the
market, driving both brand
recognition and business
growth. 
Since the first launch in June
2024, Boult TWS saw a 55 per
cent year on year growth,
reflecting the strong demand
for aspirational, high-
performance audio products. 
Additionally, this partnership
has fueled a 10 per cent market
share increase in the `1500-
`2000 TWS segment,
solidifying Boult's leadership
in this competitive space. 
By combining cutting-edge
technology with bold design,
Boult continues to attract Gen
Z and aspirational buyers
looking for feature-rich
wearables. 
"India's audio wearables
market is expanding rapidly,
and demand for aspirational,
high-quality TWS products
remains strong. Our expanded
Mustang partnership
strengthens our portfolio. 
The Mustang Q, Dyno, and
Torq mark a milestone in our
journey for sustainable growth
in India's competitive audio
market," said Varun Gupta,
Co-Founder and CEO at
BOULT.

month period. Since FY19, the
Adani Portfolio has shown
strong growth, with EBITDA
expanding at a CAGR of 25
per cent, despite challenges
such as the Hindenburg report
and the ongoing US
indictment.
Around 85 per cent of the
group's profits come from its
infrastructure businesses,
particularly utilities and
transport. The infrastructure
sector globally is recognised as
the sector that lends a high
level of predictability for
cashflows.
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Five high court judges challenge recent
transfers in Pakistan’s Supreme Court
PTI n ISLAMABAD

The controversy over the
appointment  of  judges

in  the  Islamabad  High
Court deepened on Thursday
after five judges of the court
challenged the recent trans-
fers in Pakistan’s Supreme
Court.
Pakistan authorities last
month appointed three
judges to the IHC by transfer-
ring them from other high
courts and shortly after
appointed Justice Sarfraz
Dogar as the chief justice.
Dogar made headlines when
he was transferred to the
IHC from the Lahore High
Court (LHC). The move drew
the ire of judges, lawyers and
opposition parties as he was
13th on the seniority list of
the judges but rose to the sec-
ond position in IHC.
He rose to the top and was
appointed as acting chief jus-
tice after the elevation of his
predecessor, Aamer Farooq,
to the Supreme Court.
His transfer to IHC and sub-
sequent elevation was con-
tested by five judges, includ-
ing justices Mohsin Akhtar
Kayani, Babar Sattar, Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri, Saman
Rafat Imtiaz, and Sardar Ejaz
Ishaq Khan, who claimed
that they were senior to him
and his appointment as chief
justice was a violation of
rules.
They filed a 49-page consti-
tut ional  pet it ion under
Article 184(3) through senior
lawyers Munir A. Malik and
Barrister Salahuddin, arguing
that the recent transfer of
judges violated relevant rules.
The petition contends that
judicial transfers cannot be
made without public interest

and should not affect the
seniority list. It further states
that Article 200 only allows
temporary transfers, and the
current process violates
Article  175(A) of  the
Constitution.
The judges have urged the
Supreme Court to invalidate
the Islamabad High Court’s
current seniority list, citing its
inconsistency with Article
194 and the Constitution’s
Third Schedule.
The petition specifically chal-
lenges the appointment of

Justice Dogar as acting Chief
Justice of IHC, stating that he
had only served two weeks in
the high court before assum-
ing administrative control.
It also calls for Justices Khalid
Soomro and Muhammad Asif
to be barred from judicial
work. The challenge comes
following last week’s appoint-
ment of Dogar as acting chief
justice of the IHC, a move
that sparked reservations
among some judges over
seniority. It is alleged that the
authorities transferred three

judges, including justices
Dogar, Soomro and Asif from
Lahore,  Sindh and
Balochistan high courts,
respectively, to the IHC to
stop the appointment of any
of the five judges as the chief
justice.
The legal fraternity and
opposition Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf had opposed the
move, with the PTI alleging
that the transfers aimed to
influence the cases of Imran
Khan and his wife Bushra
Bibi.

China begins repatriation of over 1,000 online
scam workers rescued from Myanmar
PTI n BANGKOK

An airlift carrying more than
1,000 Chinese nationals

who had worked at online scam
centres in eastern Myanmar
began Thursday, after the res-
cued workers were taken across
the border to Thailand and put
on chartered flights to China.
Thailand, China and Myanmar
have coordinated efforts over
the past month to shut down the
scam centres that bilked victims
around the world out of billions
of dollars through false roman-
tic ploys, bogus investment

pitches and illegal gambling
schemes.
Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple from Southeast Asia and
elsewhere are estimated to have
worked at such centres in
Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos,
with many who were recruited
under false pretenses for other
jobs found themselves trapped
in virtual slavery.
Thai officials said recently that
as many as 10,000 people may
be repatriated from Myanmar
from the online scam centres.
So far, 16 flights, or about four
a day, have been scheduled to

repatriate the Chinese nationals,
accompanied by police. Because
of the large number of Chinese
— the projected number so far
is 1,041 — Thailand is allowing
Beijing to handle most of their
processing and investigations on
their return to China. Thai
officials told reporters on
Thursday the rescued workers
were being taken in batches of
50 across a bridge from
Myanmar’s Myawaddy to
Thailand’s Mae Sot, where they
were processed — including
with biometric scans — and sent
on by bus to Mae Sot’s airport.

There they boarded China
Southern Airlines planes, and
about 200 Chinese citizens “sus-
pected of involvement in fraud”
were flown to an airport in the
city of Nanjing, China’s official
Xinhua news agency said.
Thai authorities are overseeing
the evacuation and processing
of scam centre workers from
other nations. Last week, some
260 people from 20 nations,
including many from Africa,
crossed from Myanmar into
Thai custody after they were
reportedly rescued from scam
centres.
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PTI n BENGALURU

Having set the pace with
back-to-back emphatic

victories, defending
champions Royal Challengers
Bengaluru would be eyeing a
hat-trick of success against a
star-studded Mumbai Indians
in a WPL match at home on
Friday.
Smriti Mandhana’s RCB
hasn’t put a foot wrong so far,
be it chasing an imposing
200-plus target against
Gujarat Giants or overhauling
a tricky 140-odd runs against
Delhi Capitals.
Their overall strength has
come to the fore in the two
games they have played this
season and are now leading
the five-team chart with four
points and a healthy net run
rate. No other team so far has
won all its matches.
RCB would be guaranteed of
an incredible reception when
they play their first game this
season at their iconic
Chinnaswamy Stadium, and
Mandhana, who had broken
DC’s back with a blazing 47-
ball 81 in the previous game,
would be eyeing an encore.

The India vice-captain has
been in red-hot form, bagging
the ICC Women’s ODI
Cricketer of the Year award
for 2024 and also being
named to the ICC Women’s
T20I Team of the Year, and
that streak of genius was
evident in the way she
disdainfully amassed her runs
against DC.
If it was a one-player show
against DC, the resilience of
the middle-order came to the
fore against GG, whose lineup
is a virtual who’s who in

international women’s cricket.
The likes of Ellyse Perry,
Raghvi Bist, Richa Ghosh and
young Kanika Ahuja rose to
the occasion to make the task
look easy, winning by six
wickets with plenty of balls to
spare.
Though RCB looked a bit thin
on the bowling front, leaking
far too many runs with
teenage pacer VJ Joshitha
conceding 43 in her four
overs and Australian stalwart
Georgia Wareham giving
away 50 in her three overs, it
was a much-improved
bowling performance against
DC.
But Mumbai Indians, the
inaugural edition champions,
would be tough customers
with India captain
Harmanpreet a hard
taskmaster.
They did lose to DC despite
Nat Sciver-Brunt’s peerless
batting (80 off 59 balls) and
her 73-run run partnership
with Harmanpreet, but the
class and calibre of the side is
something RCB would be
wary of.
To add to the batting
firepower is one of the most
destructive top-order batters
Hayley Matthews, along with
Amelia Kerr. But MI’s batting
will still revolve around
Sciver-Brunt, who has scored
consecutive half-centuries,
and Harmanpreet.
If the team wants to go the
distance, the two will,
however, need the help of
others. On the bowling front,
the side has performed
admirably with Sciver-Brunt
and Shabnim Ismail creating a
lot of problems for the rivals
with the pace they generate.

PTI n LONDON

Kylian Mbappé scored a
hat trick, Erling
Haaland stayed on the

bench injured and Real
Madrid dumped Manchester
City out of the Champions
League.
Mbappé’s stellar trio of goals
in the fourth, 33rd and 61st
minutes in a 3-1 win gave
Madrid a 6-3 victory on
aggregate over the 2023
champion in their two-leg
knockout playoff.
“This has been the complete
performance — attack,
defense, with the ball and
without the ball, we showed
such high levels of quality,”
Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti
said. “Almost the perfect
night.”
One superstar striker was
watched by another from the
sidelines. Haaland was not fit
to start for an ultimately
overmatched Man City
because of a knee injury
sustained late in a Premier
League game Saturday.
Paris Saint-Germain beat
French rival Brest 7-0, to run
up a 10-0 aggregate score, and
will play either Liverpool or
Barcelona in the round of 16.
PSV Eindhoven ousted
Juventus in the only one of the
eight playoffs this week that
went to extra time. Defender
Ryan Flamingo scored in the
98th minute for a 3-1 win on
the night and 4-3 on
aggregate. United States
international Timothy Weah
scored for Juventus.
“Honestly, we slipped up,”
Weah said. “I felt like they
were more aggressive on the
night and we lacked a bit of
aggression and hunger.”
In the early game Wednesday,
Borussia Dortmund started
with a 3-0 lead at home to
Sporting Lisbon and was
barely stretched in a 0-0 draw.
Sporting’s Champions League
campaign imploded after
coach Ruben Amorim left for
Manchester United in
November.
Mbappé mastery
Mbappé’s first goal of the two-
leg playoff in Manchester was

a lucky miscue, a looping
effort off his shin to level at 1-
1 in what ended a 3-2 win.
His three goals in Madrid
were classy and decisive. A
first-time lob over City
goalkeeper Ederson — who
perhaps advanced too far, too
soon — was followed by a 
low shot after leaving
defender Joško Gvardiol on
the turf.
The third was a powerful left-
footer from the edge of the
penalty area when he had
lured six Man City players
toward encircling him.
“I have always said I didn’t
come here simply to complete
a dream,” said Mbappé, a
boyhood Madrid fan who
never won a Champions
League at Monaco and PSG.
“I want to play well, I want to
mark an era.”
Coach Pep Guardiola’s injury-
hit side — with Ballon d’Or
winner Rodri out since
September and Kevin De
Bruyne now rarely starting —
has looked like a shadow of
the heavyweight rival that met
Madrid in each of the past
three seasons, when each time
the winner went on to lift the
trophy.
Paris Saint-Germain hits 10
PSG has not lost anywhere
since a Champions League
defeat at Bayern Munich three
months ago, and the playoff
against Brest proved a total
mismatch.
Brest had impressed in its first
European season but went out
with a whimper at Parc des
Princes, after a 3-0 loss in the
home leg.
Wingers Bradley Barcola and
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia scored
in the first half. Midfielder
Vitinha, Desiré Doué, left
back Nuno Mendes, striker
Ramos and Senny Mayulu
netted after the break. PSG
also beat Brest 5-2 in a French
league game this month.
Sporting slumps post-
Amorim
With Ruben Amorim as
coach, Sporting was unbeaten
in four Champions League
games and stood second in
the 36-team standings. The
team he left behind went

Real Madrid pushes Manchester City out of Champions League

WPL: RCB eye hat-trick
against Mumbai Indians

winless in six Champions
League games under two
different coaches.
Dortmund also fired a coach
midseason and newly hired
Niko Kovac now has two wins
on the European stage to
offset two straight losses in
the German league.
Still, Sporting’s prospects to
be in the Champions League
next season look better than
Dortmund’s.
Portugal’s champion advances
direct to the next league phase
and Sporting currently is top,
two points clear of Benfica.
Dortmund is 11th in the

Bundesliga and could need to
win this Champions League
title to earn a place in the next
edition.
Round of 16 draw
Real Madrid, PSG, Dortmund
and PSV join Bayern Munich,
Benfica, Club Brugge and
Feyenoord, which all
advanced Tuesday, as playoff
round winners who will be
unseeded teams in Friday’s
draw. They will host the first-
leg games on March 4-5.
The top eight in the 36-team
standings three weeks ago —
Liverpool, Barcelona,
Arsenal, Inter Milan, Atletico

Madrid, Bayer Leverkusen,
Lille, Aston Villa — skipped
the playoffs round and are
seeded in the round of 16
draw. They host second legs
on March 11-12. The round
of 16 is in a new, tennis-like
seeded bracket for the
knockout stage in the
expanded competition
format.
Madrid, as the 11th-place
team in the standings and No.
11 seed already knew its next
opponent would be Atletico
or Leverkusen, who
respectively placed fifth and
sixth.
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German voters go to the
polls Sunday to elect a new

parliament that will determine
how the country is run for the
next four years. 
Europe’s biggest economy is
the 27-nation European Union’s
most populous nation and a
leading member of NATO, as
well as the second-biggest
weapons supplier to Ukraine,
after the United States, follow-
ing Russia’s full-scale invasion in
2022. Germany’s next govern-
ment will be central to Europe’s
response to an assertive new US
administra tion. Here’s a look at
what to expect for Sunday and
beyond. 
What happens on election
day? Polls are due to open at 8
am and close at 6 pm. Germans
can also vote by postal ballot,
but their ballot must arrive by
the time polling stations close
on election day to be counted. 
Exit polls will come and vote-
counting will begin immediately
after voting ends, and the gen-
eral picture of the outcome
should be clear very quickly. A
final official result is expected
early Monday. 
Who are the contenders?: Four
candidates are running to be
Germany’s next leader: incum-
bent Chancellor Olaf Scholz, of
the center-left Social Democrats;
Friedrich Merz, the candidate of
the mainstream conservative

Christian Democratic Union
party; current Vice Chancellor
Robert Habeck, of the environ-
mentalist Greens; and Alice
Weidel, of the far-right, anti-
immigration Alternative for
Germany, or AfD. Preelection
polls have put Merz’s Union bloc
in the lead with support of about
30%, ahead of AfD, with around
20%. Scholz’s Social Democrats
and Habeck’s Greens are further
back.
Merz is favored to replace
Scholz as chancellor, but it’s not
yet clear what governing coali-
tions will be possible after the
election. How easy it is to form
a government may depend in
part on how many parties are in
the new parliament. Opinion
polls show three parties hover-
ing around the 5% of the vote
needed to win seats.
All mainstream parties say they
won’t work with AfD.
What’s up for grabs?: At least
59.2 million people in a coun-
try of 84 million are eligible to
vote for the new Bundestag, or
lower house of parliament. It is
the 630-member Bundestag
that will elect the next chancel-
lor, Germany’s equivalent of a
prime minister. 
There are 29 parties on the bal-
lot, but it’s likely that between
five and eight of them will get
enough votes to win seats in
parliament. In most cases, par-
ties must win at least 5% of the
vote to get a share of the seats.

What happens after polls
close?: Germany’s electoral sys-
tem rarely gives any party an
absolute majority and opinion
polls suggest that no party is
anywhere near one this time.
The country has no tradition of
minority governments at
national level, which means
that two or more parties will
most likely form a coalition.
There is no formal referee for
the process of forming a new
government, and no set time
limit. Parties hold exploratory
talks to determine who they
have most common ground
with, and one combination of
parties then moves on to formal
coalition talks.
Those negotiations typically
produce a detailed coalition
agreement setting out the new
government’s plans. That will
typically need approval at least
from conventions of the parties
involved. Some parties may
choose to put it to a ballot of
their entire membership. 
Once that process is complete,
the Bundestag can elect the new
chancellor.
What’s at stake?: A strong
German government would be
important to Europe’s response
to the new US administration
and to turmoil in Ukraine and
elsewhere. 
Germany and neighboring
France have traditionally been
the motor of the EU, but both
heavyweights have been con-

Germany votes on Sunday; new govt to shape Europe’s response to assertive Trump
sumed by domestic political instability
in recent months.
This election is being held seven months
earlier than originally planned because
Scholz’s three-party coalition collapsed

in November as it argued about how to
reinvigorate the economy, which has
shrunk for the past two years. One of the
new government’s most urgent tasks will
be to find a coherent response to that

problem. 
Another challenge will be further reduc-
ing irregular migration, which has been
a top issue in the campaign.
Merz has said he hopes to form a new

government by mid-April if he wins.
Scholz’s outgoing government will
remain in office on a caretaker basis
until the Bundestag elects the new
chancellor.
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In order to promote use of

drones Madhya Pradesh
will soon set up a Drone

Data Repository which will be
a centralized platform for
government drone data and
imagery, inspired by the PM
Gati Shakti initiative, accord-
ing to the new Drone Policy
recently cleared by the State
Cabinet chaired by the Chief
Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav. 
Chief Minister Dr. Mohan
Yadav has given instructions
to concerning departments
and agencies to make a com-
prehensive action plan to
establish Madhya Pradesh as
a leading hub for drone man-
ufacturing and technology,
fostering innovation, eco-
nomic growth, and employ-
ment through the safe and
efficient use of drones. 
Drone Data Repository will
enhance data sharing and
collaboration among various
departments, utilizing GIS-
based spatial planning and
analytical tools for better vis-
ibility and monitoring. 
The repository will enable
real-time updates and
dynamic monitoring, ensur-
ing efficient resource alloca-
tion and optimized infra-
structure development.

Benefits include improved
coordination, informed deci-
sion-making, cost and time
efficiency, and enhanced pro-
ject tracking. 
Department of Science and
Technology will ensure secure
data management and con-
trolled access while collabo-
rating with stakeholders to
maintain the repository's
accuracy and completeness. 
The state government will
ensure that all drone data col-
lected by state agencies is han-
dled and stored in accor-
dance with data protection
laws and regulations as per
National Geospatial Policy
2022 or any subsequent
amendments or policies. The
state will promote the use of
secure data storage and trans-
mission technologies to safe-
guard sensitive information.
It may be mentioned here that
use of Drones will increase
faster in future. This
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAV), has revolutionized
various industries by offering
innovative solutions for a
wide range of applications. 
Their ability to capture real-
time data, access hard-to-
reach areas, and perform
tasks with precision and effi-

ciency makes them invaluable
tools in modern technology.
The following sections high-
light some of the key use cases
for drones, demonstrating
their versatility and impact
across different sectors. It is
important to note that this list
is not exhaustive, as the
potential applications of
drone technology continue to
expand with ongoing
advancements and innova-
tions. 
In Agriculture sector, it is
used for crop monitoring.
Drones are equipped with
multispectral sensors can
monitor crop health, detect
diseases, and assess crop

yields. Drones can apply fer-
tilizers and pesticides pre-
cisely, reducing waste and
environmental impact. They
can identify areas that need
more or less water, optimiz-
ing irrigation practices. 
Besides, in case of disaster
management, drones can
quickly locate survivors in
disaster-stricken areas using
thermal imaging and high-
resolution cameras. Drones
can provide detailed images of
affected areas, helping author-
ities prioritize recovery efforts
and insurance claims. Drones
can deliver medical supplies
and food to inaccessible areas
during emergencies.

Drones can inspect bridges,
buildings, and other infra-
structure for maintenance
and safety assessments. Real-
time updates on construction
progress will now be possible.
Drones can monitor wildlife
populations and track move-
ments without disturbing
them. They can monitor for-
est health, detect illegal log-
ging, and assess the impact of
forest fires.
Drone Schools of Excellence 
In order to foster a skilled
workforce and promote the
adoption of drone technolo-
gy, the Madhya Pradesh
under the new Drone Policy
will establish drone schools
with an investment through
Public Private Partnership
mode. The initiative aims to
provide comprehensive train-
ing and education in drone
technology, ensuring that stu-
dents and professionals are
well-equipped to meet the
growing demands of the
industry. 
Polytechnics, ITIs, and engi-
neering colleges will be pro-
moted to develop curricula
specific to drone/parts design,
Drone image analytics, AI
tools etc. Industry-Aligned
Curricula: Develop training

programs in collaboration
with drone industry stake-
holders to ensure the youth
possess the skills required for
employment in drone indus-
try especially drone manu-
facturing, repair and assem-
bling and data processing.
Dedicated facilities for hands-
on training, including flight
simulators, drone mainte-
nance workshops, and desig-
nated flying zones will b given.
It may be recalled here that
with the launch of Digital
India campaign, the drone
sector has experienced trans-
formative growth, driven by
government policies, techno-
logical advancements, and
increased funding. 
The global market is project-
ed to grow from USD 71 bil-
lion in 2022 to USD 144 bil-
lion by 2030.  The Indian
drone market is expected to
reach USD 13 Billion by 2030.
Madhya Pradesh can position
itself as a leader in drone tech-
nology, driving innovation
and economic growth while
ensuring the safe and respon-
sible use of drones. This will
contribute to the state's vision
of becoming a technological-
ly advanced and economical-
ly prosperous region.
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Madhya Pradesh is emerging as a key player in
India’s technology revolution, offering an ideal
blend of world-class infrastructure, a skilled tal-

ent pool, and progressive policies. The state is rapidly
transforming into a hub for IT, ITES, and ESDM invest-
ments, catering to global business needs.
With the 2023 IT, ITES, and ESDM Investment Promotion
Policy, Madhya Pradesh is attracting global players by pro-
viding robust incentives, streamlined approvals, and a sup-
portive innovation ecosystem. The rise of tier-2 cities like
Indore, Bhopal, Gwalior, and Jabalpur as thriving tech
hubs underscores the state’s commitment to fostering sus-
tainable and inclusive growth.
Building upon its strong foundation of IT parks, SEZs,
and a thriving startup ecosystem, the state is also mak-
ing strategic investments in emerging sectors such as
Global Capability Centres (GCCs), semiconductors,
AVGC-XR, and drones. By aligning its vision with glob-
al digital trends, Madhya Pradesh is poised to become a
premier destination for technology-driven industries and
investments.
Key Highlights:
5 IT SEZs and 15+ IT Parks, creating a robust technol-
ogy infrastructure.
50+ Large IT Companies operating in the state, strength-
ening the IT ecosystem.
150K+ Direct Employment opportunities generated in the
technology sector.
1,200+ Tech Startups, with 2 Unicorns emerging from the
state.
300+ Colleges offering technical education, fostering a
skilled workforce.
50K+ Technical Graduates annually, including UG, PG,
and Diploma holders.
24/7 Reliable Power Supply and raw material availabili-
ty for data centers.
27% of Installed Energy Capacity derived from renew-
able sources, with open access for industries.
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Madhya Pradesh, the
Heart of India, is
ready to welcome

investors and entrepreneurs
at the Global Investors
Summit 2025 Bhopal, to be
inaugurated by the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi. Chief Minister Dr.
Mohan Yadav extends a
warm welcome to the
investors, trade experts and
strategists.  
Madhya Pradesh is a lead-
ing economy with world-
class industry-friendly
infrastructure, investor-
friendly policies and lucra-
tive schemes offering

immense investment
opportunities. Madhya
Pradesh has already
emerged leader in key sec-
tors like tourism, pharma-
ceuticals, automobiles,
mining, dairy, and food
processing.
Excellent Connectivity 
Madhya Pradesh ranks
among the top 10 states in
India's Export
Preparedness Index and
holds the 4th position in
the World Bank’s Ease of
Doing Business rankings.
Being a part of the Delhi-
Mumbai Industrial
Corridor, the state has sig-

nificant opportunities in
logistics and industrial
development. 
With a strong rail and road
network and six commer-
cial airports operating over
100 flights daily, Madhya
Pradesh offers seamless
connectivity at both nation-

al and international levels.
Mineral Rich 
Madhya Pradesh has abun-
dant reserves of coal, dia-
monds, copper, iron ore,
and graphite. The state is
India's largest producer of
copper, manganese, molyb-
denum, and diamonds. The

government is focusing on
key industries such as agri-
culture and food process-
ing, IT, tourism, textiles,
warehousing & logistics,
automobiles, pharmaceuti-
cals, and aerospace &
defence.
The state houses 8 food

parks, a 15-million metric
ton warehousing capacity,
and cold storage covering
3,54,000 square meters,
making it an ideal invest-
ment destination.
Leading on many fronts 
Madhya Pradesh is India’s
second-largest state and

leads in organic farming,
producing 27% of the
country's total organic out-
put. 
Indore has consistently

been ranked India’s clean-
est city and Bhopal is the
cleanest capital.
Additionally, the state's
large population makes it a
vast consumer market.
It offers 1.25 lakh hectares
of industrial land, of which
19,011 hectares have
already been developed.
The state has 76 devel-
oped, 19 developing, and 13
proposed land banks
spread across 5 growth
centres. 
It also has 6 major inland
container depots, with a
warehousing capacity of 24
million metric tons.
Being an energy surplus
state, Madhya Pradesh gen-
erates 31 GW of electrici-
ty, 20% of which is clean
energy, ensuring uninter-
rupted power supply to
industrial zones.

Robust Logistics Network
Madhya Pradesh has made
significant progress in road
infrastructure, with a net-
work exceeding 500,000
km, including 46 national
highways. 
The state operates over 550
trains daily and has
2,32,344 km of rural roads,
ranking 5th largest in road
connectivity in India. 
Industrial corridors include
Atal Progress way &
Narmada Expressway,
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor, And Pithampur-
Dhar-Mhow, Ratlam-
Nagda, Shajapur-Dewas,
and Neemuch-Nayagaon
industrial zones. 
To boost industrial growth
and job creation, four
investment corridors are
being developed namely
Bhopal-Indore, Bhopal-
Bina, Jabalpur-Katni-Satna-
Singrauli, and Morena-
Gwalior-Shivpuri-Guna.
Ease of Doing Business
Madhya Pradesh is among
India's leading states in
Ease of Doing Business
rankings, offering a highly
favourable business envi-
ronment. 
Regulatory processes have
been digitized to facilitate
business operations,
including online registra-
tion, licensing, and
approvals. The Invest
Madhya Pradesh portal is
integrated with the Single
Window System, further
boosting investor confi-
dence.
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Following well-planned
efforts, Madhya
Pradesh is emerging as

leading textile and garment
hubs. Chief Minister Dr.
Mohan Yadav stated that
Madhya Pradesh has
immense potential in the
textile and apparel industry.
The state's rich agricultur-
al background, the exquis-
ite craftsmanship of tradi-
tional weaving communi-
ties, a modern industrial
base, and investor-friendly
policies are strengths of
Madhya Pradesh. 
Madhya Pradesh’s textile
industry is not limited to
production alone but is
creating a comprehensive
value chain—from raw
material production to gar-
ment manufacturing and
global exports. Madhya
Pradesh contributes 43%
to India’s and 24% to the
world’s organic cotton pro-
duction. This highlights the
state’s capacity and also its
positions as an ideal loca-
tion for environmentally
sustainable and high-qual-
ity textile production.
Cotton, Silk, and Modern
Fibre of M P 
Madhya Pradesh leads in
cotton production while its
silk industry is steadily
expanding. The state pro-
duces over 200 tons of silk
annually, promoting both
traditional handlooms and
modern silk products.
Additionally, Madhya
Pradesh is advancing rapid-
ly in modern synthetic fibre
production, which is boost-
ing technical textiles and
speciality fibre manufac-
turing.
PM Mega Integrated Textile
Region and Apparel Park

(PM MITRA), being devel-
oped in the Dhar district,
will provide a new dimen-
sion to the state’s textile
industry. Spanning 2,100
acres, this park will offer
world-class infrastructure
for textile and garment
industries. It will not only
attract significant invest-
ments but also enhance the
state’s competitiveness on a
global scale.
Blend of Traditional Art
and Modern Textiles
Identity of the state’s textile
industry is not limited to
large-scale production
units; its traditional crafts
are also a significant
strength. Exquisite hand-
loom products like
Chanderi, Maheshwari,
Bagh print, Batik print, and
Zari-Zardozi reflect
Madhya Pradesh’s rich
weaving heritage. Efforts
are underway to bring these
crafts global recognition.

Maheshwari sarees, Bagh
prints, and Chanderi cotton
have already received GI
tags, strengthening their
branding and market posi-
tion.
The state boasts of having
over 60 major textile mills,
more than 4,000 looms,
and 25 lakh spindles. Cities
like Indore, Bhopal, Ujjain,
Dhar, Dewas, Gwalior,
Chhindwara, and Jabalpur
are emerging as key textile
hubs. Indore’s ready-made
garment cluster has become
a major unit with over
1,200 enterprises. The
Apparel Design Centre and
Special Economic Zone in
Indore are providing a
competitive edge to indus-
tries.
Initiatives to increase
investments
The State Government is
implementing attractive
policies to boost industries.
Madhya Pradesh is the first

state in the country to
attract ?3,513 crore invest-
ment in the textile sector
under the Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI)
Scheme. This investment
will position the state as a
leader in high-quality tex-
tile production and exports.
The government is provid-
ing industries with elec-
tricity and water at minimal
rates, along with benefits
like GST exemptions, tax
rebates, and other incen-
tives. Special customized
incentive packages have
also been designed to offer
financial support tailored to
the investment needs of
industries.
A Preferred Destination 
Madhya Pradesh is already
a major hub for renowned
companies like Trident
Group, Raymond, Aditya
Birla, Vardhman Textiles,
Gokaldas Exports, Sagar
Group, Nahar Spinning

Mills, AVGOL, Indorama,
and Bhaskar. The continu-
ous investments from these
companies are a testament
to the state’s industry-
friendly environment and
policies. Their success is
attracting more investors,
and in the coming years,
the state is set to become
India’s largest centre for
textiles and apparel.
The Global Investors
Summit 2025 will provide
a new direction to this
industrial transformation.
Investors, industrialists,
and policymakers from
around the world will be
invited to explore Madhya
Pradesh’s potential and dis-
cover new investment
opportunities. By blend-
ing its historical heritage
with modern innovations,
Madhya Pradesh is on the
path to establishing itself as
a global textile hub. The
government is fully com-
mitted to providing all pos-
sible facilities to investors
and setting new bench-
marks in this sector.
Global Textile Industry Has
Tremendous Growth
Potential in Madhya
Pradesh.  The state gov-
ernment’s policy focuses
on the entire supply
chain—from farm to fabric,
fabric to factory, factory to
fashion, and fashion to for-
eign markets. By adopting
this approach, the state is
positioning its textile and
apparel industry to com-
pete on a global scale. The
state government will pro-
vide necessary support to
industries investing in this
sector, firmly establishing
Madhya Pradesh as a
world-class textile hub.

Sector OverviewIndia's ener-
gy landscape has undergone
a significant transformation,

with a growing emphasis on
renewable sources in this era of
sustainability. As the world shifts
towards sustainable practices,
India’s renewable sector presents
a vast array of opportunities.
Over the past decade, India has
made substantial progress in
diversifying its energy mix, reduc-
ing reliance on conventional fos-
sil fuels. At COP26, India set an
ambitious target of achieving 500
GW of non-fossil fuel-based ener-
gy by 2030. The country's installed
non-fossil fuel capacity has surged
by 396% in the last 8.5 years, now
standing at more than 205.52
GW (including large hydro and
nuclear), constituting approxi-
mately 42% of the total energy
capacity (as of November 2024).
Solar power has witnessed
remarkable growth, with installed
capacity increasing 30-fold from
just 2.5 GW in 2014 to approxi-
mately 94.16 GW as of November
2024. Additionally, wind energy
capacity has more than doubled
since 2014, reaching 47.95 GW,
with a target to expand to 99.9
GW by 2029-30.
India allows 100% FDI under the
automatic route for renewable
energy generation and distribu-
tion projects, subject to provisions
of the Electricity Act 2003. At
COP26 in November 2021, India
announced its commitment to
achieving net-zero emissions by
2070, further underscoring the
vast potential of the renewable
energy sector beyond just a clean-
er future.
The government has launched
several initiatives to boost renew-
able energy, including the devel-
opment of 50 solar parks across
12 states with capacities of 500
MW or more. Other key initia-
tives include the Sustainable
Alternative Towards Affordable
Transportation (SATAT) pro-
gram, which focuses on setting up
Compressed Bio-Gas (CBG) pro-
duction plants for automotive fuel
use.
The 100 Smart Cities Mission
mandates rooftop solar installa-
tions for new constructions and

a provision of at least 10% renew-
able energy for end consumers.
The shift towards renewable ener-
gy is expected to generate
employment opportunities and
foster inclusive growth.
Madhya Pradesh Scenario: A
Decade of Growth in Renewable
EnergyMadhya Pradesh has seen
a substantial rise in renewable
energy capacity over the past
decade. The state's solar energy
capacity has surged from just 37
MW in 2012 to an impressive
3,308 MW by 2024, while wind
energy capacity grew from 324
MW to 2,880 MW in the same
period. This growth reflects the
state’s commitment to harnessing
renewable resources and reducing
its carbon footprint.
Future Capacity Expansion
Plans
Looking ahead, Madhya Pradesh
has laid out an ambitious
roadmap for renewable energy
expansion. By FY35, the state’s
total renewable energy capacity is
projected to reach 53,825 MW,
with a significant focus on solar,
wind, and storage solutions.
Storage capacity alone is set to
increase from 4,852 MW by FY25
to 11,943 MW by FY35.
Solar Parks: A Beacon of
Progress
Madhya Pradesh has been at the
forefront of solar park develop-
ment. Key projects include:
Rewa Solar Park – 750 MW
capacity
Neemuch Solar Project –
Achieved a record-low tariff of
?2.15 per kWh in December
2024
Morena Hybrid Park – The state's
first battery energy storage-based
solar park, integrating solar and

storage technology
Mega Renewable Energy
Projects
Several large-scale renewable
energy projects are in the pipeline,
including:
Solar parks in Sagar and Dhar,
each with a capacity of 300 MW
Wind parks in Agar, Dhar,
Mandsaur, and Ratlam, with a
combined capacity of 3,000 MW
These projects will significantly
boost the state’s renewable ener-
gy output and attract substantial
investment.
Madhya Pradesh’s steadfast com-
mitment to renewable energy is
evident in its ambitious capacity
expansion plans, innovative pro-
jects, and strategic partnerships.
The state is well on its way to
becoming a renewable energy
powerhouse, setting an example
for the rest of the country.
Key Industry Players in Madhya
Pradesh
Major companies operating or
expanding in the state’s renewable
sector include Suzlon, Tata Power,
ReNew, Inox Wind, Greenko,
NTPC, NHDC, O2, Insolation,
Shakti, Grew Energy, Saatvik,
and Landsmill Green Energy.
Investment & Business
Environment Madhya Pradesh
has been recognized as a “Top
Achiever” in the Ease of Doing
Business (EODB) rankings by the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT). The state government
has implemented key reforms
such as the “Start Your Business
in 30 Days” initiative to facilitate
industries and actively promote
renewable energy investments.
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