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As the Malayalam film industry
continues to reel under the

sexual harassment allegations,
famous actor Mammootty on
Sunday  denied the presence of any
‘power group’ in the film industry
and called upon everyone working
in the field to be vigilant so that
nothing untoward happens there.
The veteran actor, in a Facebook
post, praised the State Government’s
initiative to constitute the Justice
Hema Committee and requested it
to implement the recommendations
of the panel by enacting necessary
legislation if there were any legal
hurdles.
Breaking his silence on the report
and the subsequent allegations that
rocked the cinema world,
Mammootty said he wholeheartedly
welcomes and supports the
recommendations and solutions in
the committee’s report and urged all
associations in the film industry to
join hands in implementing them.
He said the police was vigorously
investigating the complaints of
sexual harassment and abuse raised
by several women, so let the agency
carry on with its probe honestly.
The actor also said as the full report
of the committee is before the court,
it can decide the punishment.
Mammootty, in his post, said his
response was delayed as he was
waiting for the organisation
representing actors and its
leadership to first respond to the
committee report.
He said cinema was the “epitome” of
society and the good and the bad
present among the general public
are there in the films too. 

He also said as society pays close
attention to the film industry,
anything that happens there
becomes a major topic of
discussion. 
“Therefore, those working in the
film industry need to be careful and
vigilant so that nothing untoward
happens in this sector,” the actor
said, adding that “cinema must
survive.”
His response comes a day after his
colleague in the film industry, actor
Mohanlal, broke his silence over the
shocking revelations in the
committee’s report.
Mohanlal too denied the existence
of a power group in the industry
and had said cinema was a part of
society and what happens
everywhere else is happening in the
film world also.  He too had
welcomed the panel’s report and
said wrongdoers should be
punished if there was evidence
against them.

Continued on Page 8
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Don’t underestimate the
power of the common

man. That was the message
from a renowned Bengali
television actress as she
participated in a massive
procession of cine
personalities and other
celebrities, demanding justice
for the RG Kar Medical
College doctor who was raped
and murdered on duty more
than three weeks ago.
Indeed, the City of Joy once
again transformed into the

City of Rallies — a title Kolkata
earned in the 1970s. The long
marches, now not only
growing in length but also in
breadth, saw the apolitical
“demand for justice” spreading
like wildfire, drawing in people
from all walks of life, from
celebrities to students, veterans
to shopkeepers.
This movement continued
even as reports of more rapes
and molestations surfaced
from various parts of the State,
including hospitals. Over five
thousand cine personalities,
accompanied by women and

men from all walks of life,
braved the hot and sultry
weather to march more than
three kilometres from College
Square to Esplanade. They
demanded justice “not only for
Abhaya — the name by which
the victim doctor is now
known — but for the entire
society that has fallen victim to
this broken system.
Expressing the “grit and
determination” of the
Swastika, a noted award
winning Bengali actress said,
“Those who are trying to
shield the guilty and preserve

the system that is rotting all
the medical colleges and the
educational institutions
thought things would die
down automatically after
people lose interest with time
have just started realising that
this time the public is not
going to give up… because this
is not a political movement…
this is the movement of the
people who have descended
on street… enough is
enough… we want justice not
only for the victim but for the
whole society… the whole
women folk.”
Director and actress Aparna
Sen, who had hit the street
regularly during the Singur
and Nandigram movements
too participated in the march.
“How long the woman will
continue to be treated as a
commodity… why always the
powers that be try to brush the
crime against women under
the carpet all the time… this
cannot go on… we need not
only justice but also an
answer,” she said.
Ten kilometres from South a
rally of three thousand
alumni of Ramakrishna
Mission group of schools
marched carrying the
portraits of Ramakrishna
Paramahansa Mother Sharada
Devi and Swami Vivekanada
demanding justice from Gol
Park to Nandan Cine
complex. 

Continued on Page 8
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At least 49 teachers
belonging to minority

communities were forced to
resign in Bangladesh after the
fall of the Sheikh Hasina-led
Government on August 5,
according to a minority
organisation in the violence-
hit nation. 
The Bangladesh Chhatra
Oikya Parishad, the student
wing of Bangladesh Hindu
Buddhist Christian Oikya
Parishad, said this at a Press
conference on Saturday, The
Daily Star newspaper reported.
The organisation’s coordinator,
Sajib Sarkar, said in the
students’ violence that ensued
for days following the ouster
and fleeing of 76-year-old
Prime Minister Hasina,
minority teachers across the
country faced physical assault,
and at least 49 of them were
forced to resign.
However, 19 of them were
reinstated later, the report
quoted him as saying.
Sarkar added that religious and
ethnic minorities have also
faced attacks, looting, assault
on women, vandalism of
temples, arson attacks on
homes and businesses, and
killings during this period.
Bangladesh saw several
incidents of violence against
members of Hindu, Buddhist
and Christian communities
following the fall of the
Hasina-led Awami League
government last month.
Hasina resigned and fled to
India on August 5 following
unprecedented anti-
Government student-led
protests over a controversial
quota system in Government

jobs. Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus, 84, who is
leading the interim
Government as its Chief
Advisor, met the country’s
Hindu community leaders at a
reception he hosted for them
last week.
Yunus vowed to promote
interfaith harmony and said he
wanted to build a Bangladesh
where everyone can practice
their faith without any fear and
where no temple needs to be
guarded.
According to the data
compiled by the Bangladesh
Hindu Buddhist Christian
Unity Council and the
Bangladesh Puja Udjapan
Parishad organisations,
members of minority
communities in the country
faced at least 205 incidents of
attacks in 52 districts since the
fall of the Hasina-led
Government.
Over 230 people were killed in
Bangladesh in the incidents of
violence that erupted across
the country following the fall
of the Hasina Government,
taking the death toll to more
than 600 since the anti-quota
protests first started in mid-
July. 
Meanwhile, Bangladesh police
on Sunday ordered citizens to
return by September 3 all arms
and ammunition looted from
police stations during the
recent violence which led to
Hasina’s ouster, according to
media reports.
The violence that hit the
country during the massive
quota reform protests saw
widespread attacks and looting
of police stations across the
country, The Daily Star
newspaper reported.
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Senior Janata Dal (United) leader and
former Member of Parliament (MP) KC

Tyagi whose stand on various issues often
highlighted his party’s differences with ally
BJP, resigned from the party’s national
spokesperson on Sunday, saying there is
“little to defend the party from”.   In his letter
to Nitish Kumar, he cited “personal reasons”
for his resignation. 
However, sources suggested that the
resignation was due to the leadership’s
displeasure with his recent statements on
various issues. What also worked against
Tyagi was a recent joint statement he issued
with Opposition leaders on the Israel-
Hamas war. Rajiv Ranjan Prasad will be
replacing Tyagi as the new national
spokesperson of the party, which is in power
in Bihar under the leadership of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar.
This is the second time in two years he
resigned or was dropped as national
spokesperson of the party. He was previously
dropped from the position in March 2023,
although this decision was reversed within
two months following  Kumar’s intervention.  

Continued on Page 8
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Wolves that have
terrorised Bahraich

district for the past month
struck again early Sunday
morning, injuring two people
in separate incidents,
including a nine-year-old boy. 
The first incident occurred on
Saturday night in Nakahi
village, where a wolf attacked
Paras (9) as he slept outside
his home. The second
incident happened around 4
am in Darhiya Gram Sabha,
where Punnilal (55), also
sleeping outside, was
presumably attacked by a
wolf.
DFO Bahraich, Ajit Singh,
reported that both victims are

stable and have been
discharged from the hospital.
“We received information
about the attack on the boy at
2 am on Sunday morning. 
The child’s mother informed
us that they were sleeping
outside when the animal
attempted to carry off the
child. The family managed to
save him after a struggle with
the animal. The villagers were
unable to recognise the wolf
and were unaware of its
presence,” Singh said.
He confirmed the first attack
was by a wolf after personally
inspecting the area and
finding pug marks. However,
he mentioned that he would
visit the second site to verify if
it was indeed a wolf attack. 
“The villagers reported that an
animal attacked the man

while he was sleeping outside,
but this needs verification,” he
said. 
Singh said the wolves have
generally not repeated attacks
in the same area, except for
one case. However, the

incidents have been occurring
within the area under drone
surveillance. He admitted that
locating and capturing the
wolves is becoming
increasingly difficult due to
the challenging terrain, which
includes waterlogged patches
and sugarcane fields. “We
often have to wade through
water to reach the right spots,”
Singh explained.
Regarding the drone
monitoring, Singh said they
form three grids near the
Ghagra river and conduct
daily drone surveillance. Of a
pack of six wolves, four have
already been captured by the
forest team. 
The attacks began increasing
on July 17 during the rainy
season, resulting in seven
deaths, including six children,

and about 30 injuries. It was
hoped that the attacks would
decrease after the capture of
the fourth, and most
aggressive, wolf on Thursday.
Chief Wildlife Warden and
PCCF Wildlife Sanjay
Srivastava said wolves aim for
children and small animals. 
“In the night they move out of
their dens and place
themselves close to the victim.
They eye the neck of the child
and in one attack they broke
the spine of a boy. At times
mothers remained unaware
when the child was lifted by
the animal”, he added.
Singh said although over fifty
villages were impacted by
these wolves yet the worst
affected were Makkapurwa,
Nakwa, Kulela, Purwibasti
Gadariya and Diwanpurwa.
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Unprecedented rainfall in
the past two days

paralysed life at several places
in Andhra Pradesh, especially
in Vijayawada and vicinity
while 17,000 rain-affected
people were evacuated across
the State. Budameru, a rivulet
on the outskirts of Vijayawada
suffered a breach and
overflowed at several points
on Sunday, leading to flooding
at many city localities such as
Ajit Singh Nagar, Swathi
Theatre area, Police Nagar area
and west and central
constituencies.
According to footage from
vernacular news channels,
several cars and vehicles were
submerged in these areas and
others also in Vijayawada due
to the flooding.

At Rajarajeswari Peta in the
city, people were seen wading
through chest-deep water on a
flooded street. Addressing a
Press conference at the
Andhra Pradesh State Disaster
Management Authority
(APSDMA) in Tadepalli, Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu said massive amounts
of rainfall rocked the State.
“Due to the heavy rain,
Vijayawada and Guntur cities
have been completely
marooned. Vijayawada-
Guntur national highway at
Kaza and Vijayawada-
Hyderabad national highway
at Jaggaiahpeta were totally
marooned,” said Naidu.
According to the CM,
Jaggaiahpeta received 26 cm
rainfall in 24 hours while 14
mandals registered over 20 cm
rainfall.

Continued on Page 2
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The Central Consumer
Protection Authority

(CCPA) has imposed a
penalty of �5 lakh on Shankar
IAS Academy for issuing
misleading advertisements
related to the UPSC Civil
Service Exam 2022. 
The CCPA probe found out
that Shankar IAS Academy
advertised various types of
courses but the information
with respect to the course
opted by the advertised
successful candidates in above

mentioned UPSC Civil
Service exams results was
deliberately concealed in the
advertisement. 
This has the effect of
consumers falsely believing
that all the successful
candidates so claimed by the
institute had opted for the
paid courses advertised by the
institute on its website. 
In other words, this practice
consequently attract
consumers into buying paid
courses advertised by the
coaching institutes.
During investigation, it was

also found that in 18 instances
where candidates bought
Preliminary course from
Shankar IAS Academy, the
commencement date of the
course on the receipt is
mentioned as 09.10.2022 but
the prelims of UPSC CSE,
2022 exam had already been
conducted on 05.06.2022 and
result declared on 22.06.2022
which could only mean that
these candidates bought
Preliminary course for next
UPSC CSE prelims exam i.e.,
2023. 

Continued on Page 8
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The AAP on Sunday
accused the BJP of

“kidnapping” its Bawana
Councillor Ram Chander,
with the BJP vehemently
denying the allegation even
as the “abducted” member
returned to his residence.
These kidnapping charges
came just some days before
the crucial zonal ward
committee elections of the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), slated to be
held on Wednesday. Upon
his return, Chander,
councillor from Ward no. 28,
claimed that he was
threatened on the pretext of
being framed in ED-CBI
cases by the opposition
outfit.
He along with four other
AAP Councillors joined the
BJP last Sunday albeit
returning to AAP a few days
later after he claimed seeing
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in his dream.
Later, in a video message, he
said that he was taken by
some people to BJP
headquarters.

Continued on Page 2
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As per reports put out by
various media houses,

the release of BJP MP
Kangana Ranaut’s film
Emergency has been delayed
beyond its scheduled date.
This news came in late
Sunday night. The Pioneer
cannot verify the reasons
thereof. 
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It is informed that in the service
document (Service Number
15224788X Rank NK) my name
is Rani Yadav which is wrong, in
my Aadhar card and PAN card it
is Rani Devi which is correct, both
the names belong to the same
person. Rani Devi Wife Ramasre
Address, kachhwa Pandepur,
Kachhwa, Tehsil Sadar, Mirzapur.

NOTICE

Be it known to all that I have
changed my name from Parveen
to Shabana Parveen for All Future
Purposes. Shabana Parveen R/o
117/105, Zamboor Khana, Machli
Mohal, Lucknow

NOTICE

Be it known to all that I have
changed my name from Shabaz
Shahid Siddiqui to Mohd Shabaz
Shahid for All Future Purposes.
Mohd Shabaz Shahid, R/o
117/105, Zamboor Khana, Machli
Mohal, Lucknow

NOTICE

In my son's Aadhar card and
other documents, his name is
wrongly written as SAURYA,
whereas his real name is
Shaurya Yadav S/o Satish
Kumar, hence the real name
should be written. Satish
Kumar S/o Rameshwar,
Village- Marhet, Post- Mawai,
Tehsil- Purwa, District- Unnao
(Uttar Pradesh).

NOTICE

Original Allotment Letter issued
by KDA for my property no- 440,
Block- C, Scheme- LIG-4, Gujaini
(KUDP) Kanpur has been lost
somewhere. Any use of the same
shall be illegal.Tek Chandra
Bhateja S/O Late Moti Ram
Bhateja R/O C- 440 Gujaini,
Kanpur.

NOTICE
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A22-year-old girl’s life was
saved on Saturday, thanks

to a swift response from the
Nigohan police and a timely
alert from Meta AI. The girl
had posted a distressing video
on Instagram showing her
preparing to hang herself, but
Meta AI’s quick intervention
helped avert the tragedy.
The video, uploaded at 12:11
pm on Saturday, showed the
girl standing on a chair, tying
a dupatta around her neck.
Meta AI detected the video and
immediately alerted the media
cell of the UP DGP
Headquarters. The message
was swiftly relayed to the
Lucknow Commissionerate’s
media cell, which then
informed Nigohan SHO Anuj
Kumar Tiwari.
The police reached the girl’s
residence within just four min-
utes of receiving the alert, at
approximately 12:15 pm. The

door was open when the police
arrived, allowing them to enter
immediately and rescue the
girl.
Mohanlalganj ACP Rajnish
Verma confirmed that the
police team acted quickly upon
receiving the information.
“The police team left as soon as
they got the alert and reached
the girl’s house in just four min-
utes. They found her in time
and prevented her from
attempting suicide. She is now
safe and has been counselled,”
Verma said in a video state-
ment. Nigohan police station
in-charge Anuj Tiwari added
that upon receiving the call
from the Lucknow
Commissionerate media cell,
he promptly despatched a team
to the girl’s home.
“We brought her to the police
station, where Inspector
Gayatri provided counselling,
helping her calm down,” Tiwari
said. The girl expressed
remorse for her actions and

assured the police she would
not attempt suicide again.
Her family was called to the
police station, where they were
informed about the situation.
The girl was then sent home
with her family.
During questioning, the girl
revealed that she had a love
marriage at an Arya Samaj
temple. However, her husband
later refused to accept her,
leading to severe family conflict
and contributing to her deci-
sion to attempt suicide.
The police have registered a
case against the youth who
deceived her in the love affair. 
Additionally, the video of the
suicide attempt has been
removed from the girl’s social
media page.
ACP Rajnish Verma praised the
police efforts on social media,
stating, “Saving a life is the
highest form of service. The
team from Nigohan police sta-
tion has done an outstanding
job.”
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With the arrest of a close rela-
tive of the victim, Mohanlalganj
police on Sunday claimed to
have worked out the murder
case of Vanshilal, who was
found dead in Nigohan on
June 20. 
The case, initially registered at
Nigohan police station, had
seen the arrest of three individ-
uals. However, the identity of
the main conspirator remained
unknown as the accused had
not implicated any of
Vanshilal’s close relatives. 
Additionally, the police had
been unable to recover the
deceased’s missing gamchha
and mobile phone from those
arrested.
Consequently, the case was
transferred to Mohanlalganj
police for further investigation.
The police claimed that the plot
to kill Vanshilal was orchestrat-
ed by his nephew Kaushal,
who had been caring for him. 

Kaushal, from Mohanlalganj,
conspired to murder his uncle
to inherit his property worth
lakhs, the police said.
The police recovered the gam-
chha used to strangle the vic-
tim and the deceased’s mobile
phone from Kaushal.
Vanshilal, who had no heirs,
had recently sold a portion of
his land.
Kaushal was enraged by this
sale, as it thwarted his plan to
seize his uncle’s property.
When Vanshilal refused to
reverse the sale, Kaushal, along
with his friends Jitendra and
Jeetu, and his brother-in-law,
also named Kaushal, devised a
plan to murder him.
On June 19, Kaushal and his
accomplices lured Vanshilal to
a drinking session. They intox-
icated him, then killed him by
hitting his head with a stone
and strangling him with a
gamchha.
They disposed of the body in
the Kubhara forest and fled. On

June 20, after Nagram police
recovered Vanshilal’s body, an
FIR for murder was filed. By
June 26, Nagram police had
arrested Kaushal’s brother-in-
law, Jitendra, and Jeetu, but the
identity of Kaushal, the prima-
ry conspirator, remained con-
cealed, likely due to a pact
among the accused.
Further investigation revealed
that the murder occurred in the
Mohanlalganj police area, lead-
ing to the case’s transfer to
Mohanlalganj police.
Under the direction of SHO
Alok Rao, the investigation
uncovered suspicious activity
linked to Kaushal. The
deceased’s mobile phone was
monitored, leading to Kaushal’s
apprehension. He eventually
confessed to the crime.
ACP Rajneesh Verma stated
that the investigation thor-
oughly unravelled the murder
mystery, revealing Kaushal’s
greed for property as the
motive.
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Lucknow (PNS): Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
will inaugurate the Jatayu Conservation and
Breeding Centre in the Campier Ganj Range of
Gorakhpur Forest Division on September 6.
This centre aims to conserve the critically
endangered red-head vulture, not only within
India but across Asia.
The foundation stone for the centre was laid by
Yogi on October 7, 2020. The project is part of
the state government’s efforts to address the envi-
ronmental threats that have put the vulture’s exis-
tence at risk.
The initiative, spearheaded by the Yogi govern-
ment, aims to bolster the vulture population and
enhance eco-tourism through increased visitor
interest in these endangered species. 
“The Jatayu Conservation and Breeding Centre
in Campierganj (Bhariwasi) of the Gorakhpur
Forest Division is designed to not only increase
vulture numbers but also to promote eco-
tourism,” DFO Vikas Yadav said.
The establishment of the centre has cost Rs 2.80
crore and includes various facilities such as a
breeding aviary, holding aviary, hospital aviary,
nursery aviary, veterinary section, administrative
building, recovery aviary, guardroom, and gen-
erator room. A total of eight staff members are
employed at the centre, and six vultures (both
male and female) have been brought in. 
The facility is equipped with CCTV cameras to
monitor the vultures.
An agreement has been signed between the
Bombay Natural History Society and the state
government for the centre.
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As of August this year, the state cap-
ital has experienced a 1% surplus in

rainfall, with Lucknow receiving 525.6
mm compared to the expected 519.3
mm. However, the state of Uttar Pradesh
as a whole is facing a 12% deficit, hav-
ing received 524.8 mm of rainfall against
the normal 596 mm.
Among districts with above-average
rainfall, Auraiya and Amroha lead with
82% surplus, followed by Bulandshahar
at 57%, Basti at 56%, Agra at 19%,
Budaun at 7%, and Hamirpur at 15%.
Conversely, districts with significant
rainfall deficits include Shamli, which has
a 80% deficit, Shahjahanpur at 24%,
Hamirpur at 56%, Meerut at 28%,
Mathura at 37%, Mahoba at 30%, Jhansi

at 29%, Hapur at 48%, Ghaziabad at 33%,
Gautam Buddh Nagar at 79%, and
Baghpat at 27%.
Senior scientist from the Met depart-
ment, Mohammed Danish, said that
Uttar Pradesh is expected to receive nor-
mal to above-normal rainfall in
September. He explained that the mon-
soon trough is currently positioned to the
south, passing through Odisha and
Madhya Pradesh, rather than Uttar
Pradesh, which is contributing to the
current low rainfall levels.
However, he anticipated that both the
state and the capital would experience
improved rainfall in the next two days
as the southwest monsoon revives.
On Sunday evening, the city saw mod-
erate rainfall, which brought some relief
and made the weather pleasant.
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Lucknow (PNS): The anti-encroachment squad of
the Lucknow Development Authority (LDA) on
Sunday partially demolished two semi-finished
structures in Gomti Nagar and Gomti Nagar
Extension. Fines were imposed on the developers
for violating land use regulations. Both sites were
intended for residential purposes, but the devel-
opers were reportedly constructing shopping
complexes instead.
LDA Vice-Chairman Prathmesh Kumar stated that
the action was taken because the developers had
not applied to change the land use according to pol-
icy. The unauthorised structures were identified
based on reports from field officers who inspect-
ed the sites and recommended their removal to the
VC. An urgent strategy was developed, involving
the formation of two teams for the demolition.
Devanshu Dwivedi, the in-charge of Zone 1, led a
team to Vipul Khand. The developers were initial-
ly agitated, but police intervention helped disperse
them.
The second team, led by Vandana Pandey, was
despatched to Sector 5 of Gomti Nagar Extension.
Locals gathered to prevent the squad from disman-
tling the complex but were chased away by police
personnel.
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A15-year-old boy died due
to electrocution after he

inadvertently came in contact
with a high-mast light pole in
Unity City Park, near the
Kalyanpur area of Lucknow
Municipal Corporation Zone
7 on Sunday.
The victim, identified as
Abhishek Kumar Gautam, a
Class X student, had gone to
the park’s open gym for his
exercise routine around 5 am. 
The reported electrocution
occurred due to an alleged
electrical current flowing
through the iron pole.
At around 5:30 am, a park vis-
itor found Abhishek lying
unconscious and alerted the
local police.
The police arrived and called
an ambulance, and rushed
Abhishek to KGMU Trauma
Centre, where he was pro-
nounced dead. The doctors
suggested that the body
showed signs of electrocu-
tion and sent it for autopsy.
The residents said that two of
the four floodlights on the
park’s high-mast pole had
stopped working about five
months ago. When they com-
plained, a few staff members
from LMC came but only
opened the lights and left

them unrepaired, stating that
the lights needed replace-
ment. Despite multiple com-
plaints since then, the street
light department of LMC has
ignored the issue, leaving the
wires exposed. Local resi-
dents said LMC’s carelessness
claimed the life of the boy.
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A man has been arrested for
sexually exploiting girls by
luring them with job promis-
es and later blackmailing them
by making obscene videos,
police said on Sunday.
Identified as Deepak Shukla
alias Mohit Sharma (23), a res-
ident of Barabanki,  the
accused was arrested by
Gomti Nagar police on
Sunday. As per reports, the
accused would contact his
victims on the pretext of get-
ting them jobs, then call them
for a meeting and spike their
drinks with intoxicants. He
would then have physical rela-
tions with them and film the
act. Afterwards, he would
extort money from them by
threatening to make the
videos viral.
The arrest came after one of
his victims filed a complaint
with the Gomti Nagar police

on August 4.
The girl alleged that she was
looking for a job when she
met Deepak Shukla in
December 2023. Deepak con-
tacted her in the name of pro-
viding a job to her. He took Rs
80,000 from her for the job. In
January this year, he called her
near Mayo Hospital where he
took her to a room and sexu-
ally exploited her by spiking
her food and drink and also
filmed the act.
When Deepak failed to facil-
itate a job to the victim, she
asked for a refund. However,
he threatened to make the
video viral. After this, he
started pressurising her to
have a forced relationship. He
used to beat her up if she
opposed. Tired of Deepak’s
harassment, the girl filed a
complaint.
A spokesman said a team was
formed to search for the
accused after a case was reg-
istered. On Sunday, based on
a tip-off by an informer,
Deepak was arrested. The
accused Deepak lives in a
rented room in Vishal Khand,
Gomti Nagar.
During interrogation, the
accused told the police that he
used to trap girls looking for
jobs and he changed his name
every time.
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The daughter of a senior
police officer, a third-year

BA LLB student at Ram
Manohar Lohia National Law
University (RMLNLU), died
under mysterious circum-
stances in her hostel room on
Saturday night. 
The RMLNLU officials have
reported that the student
passed away due to a cardiac
arrest, according to the post-
mortem report.
The student had attended a
dinner at the university’s guest
house on Saturday night, which
was organised following a client
counselling event held on cam-
pus. She returned to her hos-
tel room thereafter.
Her roommate arrived at the
hostel around 10 pm and found
her unresponsive. The room-

mate initially knocked on the
door and, receiving no
response, contacted the war-
den. The door was eventually
forced open, and the student
was found lying unconscious
on the floor.
She was rushed to a nearby pri-
vate hospital, where she was
pronounced dead. Initial
reports suggest that the student
appeared to be in good health
until around 9:30 pm when she
was last seen at the university
guest house.
The RMLNLU administration
promptly informed her parents,
who arrived in the city on
Sunday. Her father is a serving
senior police officer. A
spokesman for the Lucknow
police commissioner con-
firmed the incident and stated
that the university administra-
tion is handling the situation.
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Bihar Cabinet Minister Shravan
Kumar, who is also the UP
incharge of Janata Dal (United)
and president of Bihar Hockey
Federation, attended the 14th
Hockey Congress held in
Lucknow on Sunday. Kumar
emphasised the need to encour-
age hockey talents to excel at
both national and internation-
al levels. Following his partici-
pation in the Junior Hockey
National Competition organ-
ised by the UP government in
Lucknow, Kumar joined a brief
review meeting at the JDU

office. There, he discussed
organisational expansion with
party office-bearers and urged
them to prepare for the upcom-
ing assembly elections in 2027.
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Armed Forces Festival, show-
casing latest weapon systems
and equipment of Army, Navy
and Air Force, will be held at
Surya Khel Parisar-1 in
Lucknow Cantonment from
September 3 to 5. It will be
inaugurated by Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. A number of
thrilling events such as slither-
ing, Para jumps and insertion
of special forces through heli-
copters, paramotors, micro-
light flying, flypast by fighter
aircraft, horse, dog and motor-
cycle display etc are on the
anvil. Audiences will also be
able to witness capability of
modern technology based and
latest military weapon systems
such as tanks, infantry
weapons, artillery guns, etc.
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Lucknow (PNS): Minister for
Railways, Information and
Broadcasting, Electronics and
Information Technology,
Ashwini Vaishnav, dedicated
the gauge conversion of
Pilibhit-Shahgarh-Mailani rail
section to the nation on Sunday
through video conferencing
and inaugurated the new train
service on Pilibhit-Shahgarh-
Mailani section by flagging off
the inaugural special train.
Addressing the ceremony,
Vaishnav said as per the wish-
es of the people, Pilibhit was
being connected to the state
capital. He credited MP Jitin
Prasada for this, saying his spe-
cial efforts made this happen.
Vaishnav enumerated various
projects being carried out
under the Amrit Bharat Station
Yojana, saying 157 railway sta-
tions in UP were being recon-
structed under it.
Vaishnav said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had continu-
ously increased the budget for
railways to strengthen the rail-
way infrastructure. “In the
budget for the year 2024-25, an
allocation of Rs. 19,848 crore
has been made for the develop-
ment and expansion of rail
infrastructure in Uttar Pradesh,
which is 18 times more than
the average budget allocation
for Uttar Pradesh in the year
2009-14,” he said.
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Uttar Pradesh is prominent-
ly featured at the 39th

Annual Convention of the
Indian Association of Tour
Operators (IATO) in Bhopal,
underway from August 30 to
September 2. The event,
themed ‘Resurgent India
Inbound’, highlights the state’s
efforts to become a premier
destination for inbound
tourism. With its 12 major
tourism circuits, Uttar Pradesh
aims to offer diverse and
enriching experiences for trav-
elers.
The convention’s inaugural cer-
emony was attended by Union
Minister of Tourism Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat and Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav.
Uttar Pradesh’s participation is
a key highlight, showcasing a
range of popular and lesser-
known destinations.
A major focus at the event is

the promotion of the upcom-
ing Maha Kumbh-2025, which
has generated significant inter-
est among attendees.
This grand religious gathering
is expected to draw millions of
devotees, including many inter-
national visitors, for its nine
auspicious bathing rituals.
The promotion of Maha
Kumbh-2025 has led to numer-
ous inquiries from those eager
to learn more about this mon-
umental event. UP Minister for
Tourism and Culture Jaiveer
Singh emphasised the state’s
rich diversity.
“Uttar Pradesh offers some-
thing for every traveller, from
spiritual enlightenment and
wildlife adventures to deep
explorations of Buddhism’s
heritage. Our presence at the
IATO Convention is a signifi-
cant step towards showcasing
the state’s wonders and leverag-
ing its tourism potential,” he
said. Singh highlighted that
Uttar Pradesh features 12 the-

matic tourism circuits and
three UNESCO World
Heritage sites in Agra. The state
also boasts over 100 wildlife,
heritage, and rural tourism
sites.
Singh pointed out that
Ayodhya, a key spiritual desti-
nation and birthplace of Lord
Ram, is set to become a major
pilgrimage centre. The Central
government has invested Rs
127 crore to improve facilities
such as dormitories and park-
ing, anticipating a significant
increase in visitors. In 2023,
over 6.3 crore devotees visited
Ayodhya, with expectations
for 13 crore more in the com-
ing years. Infrastructure devel-
opments in UP were also show-
cased, including the Maharishi
Valmiki International Airport
in Ayodhya, with a capacity of
10 million passengers annual-
ly, and the upgraded Ayodhya
Dham Railway Station, han-
dling over one lakh passengers
per day.
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Lucknow (PNS): The UP government’s mis-
sion to upgrade the state’s expressways with
state-of-the-art facilities is set to equip the
Gorakhpur Link Expressway with an advanced
traffic management system.
The Uttar Pradesh Expressways Industrial
Development Authority (UPEIDA) has initi-
ated the process for the selection and alloca-
tion of agencies for this project. Previously, the
UPEIDA also began equipping the
Bundelkhand Expressway with an intelligent
traffic management system (ITMS), a project
currently progressing. These enhancements
improve passenger amenities and significant-
ly enhance the safety and monitoring of
logistics across the state. As part of the action
plan to equip the expressway with an ITMS,
a traffic management command centre will be
established on the expressway. This centre will
significantly enhance traffic monitoring and
management. The traffic management control
unit will be outfitted with recording server stor-
age, backup recording servers and a facility
monitoring system controller.
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Making a big announce-
ment in the cultural cap-

ital Kashi, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that in the next
two years, one lakh youth
would be recruited in the UP
Police. He further said that not
only this, in the coming two
years, two lakh youth would be
linked to government jobs.
Chief Minister Yogi was
addressing the state working
committee meeting and mem-
bership workshop of Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM) at
Trade Facilitation Centre in
Bada Lalpur, here on Sunday.
“Today there is no discrimina-
tion against the youth in the
state. Youth are being linked to
government jobs in a fair and
transparent manner. In the last
seven and a half years, we
have given jobs to more than
six and a half lakh youth. Just
yesterday (Saturday), we suc-
cessfully completed the written
examination of the biggest
police recruitment process in
the state, which will give more
than 60,200 youth a chance to
serve in the police force,” he
said. During his address, Yogi
Adityanath gave tips on politics
to the youth and called upon
them to choose politics for the
establishment of values ??and
ideals in accordance with the
principles. “Politics should not
be a means of attaining power
or achieving self-interest but
should become a medium for
the promotion of values ??of
state interest and national inter-
est,” he said. While giving the
mantra of meaningful politics
to the BJYM workers, Yogi
Adityanath drew attention
towards the teachings of Atal

Bihari Vajpayee. “Always
remember one thing, politics
without principles is a noose of
death. We should not get
trapped in temptation and no
matter what happens, we
should not compromise with
our values,” he said.
Regarding the changing per-
ception of Uttar Pradesh, Chief
Minister Yogi said that when
one works to provide employ-
ment to the youth, the result is
in front of everyone. “Today
the youth in the state are get-
ting jobs in their districts and
villages and every big investor of
the country wants to invest in UP
and the state has become the sec-
ond largest economy in the
country,” he said, adding that all
this has happened due to the
focus on youth power.
“We are going to make the state
the number one economy of the
country in the next 3-4 years,” he
said. He gave the Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha workers the target
of making the organisation num-
ber one in every sense.
Yogi said that in the Global
Investors Summit held in

February 2023, the state received
investment proposals worth Rs
40 lakh crore. “About 1.5 crore
youth will get employment from
this and the youth will not have
to wander in any other state.
Employment will be available in
their own district and village,” he
said, adding that electricity is now
available 24 hours a day in the
state and the condition of roads
has improved.
According to Chief Minister
Yogi, earlier, UP was at the first
position in terms of population
but at the seventh position in
terms of economy. “Today the
growth in the economy of UP has
become a topic of discussion not
only in the country but also in the
world and this has been possible
only due to collective efforts. In
seven and a half years, we have
succeeded in making the state the
second largest economy, while
within three-four years we are
going to make it the number one
economy of the country,” Yogi
said. Hitting out at the Samajwadi
Party and Congress, Yogi said
that it was very strange that today
they (opposition leaders) were

seen performing aarti for votes.
“Remember, these are the same
people who do not hesitate to give
shelter to those who spew
venom against the country,” he
said, adding who does not
know the faces of SP. “The
Congress ruled the country for
the longest time but it opposed
Baba Saheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar,” he said, appealing
to the BJYM workers, remind-
ing them that their role has
increased in such a situation and

they will have to play a big role
in safeguarding the interest of
society. On this occasion
Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha
president Priyanshu Dutt
Dwivedi, national general secre-
tary and Darjeeling MP Raju
Bista, state general secretary
Amod Goyal, Devendra Patel,
Harshvardhan Singh, regional
president Shailendra Maurya,
Anubhav Dwivedi, Rajesh
Rajbhar, Ranjit Rai and others
were present.
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The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment has undertaken a sig-

nificant project for the renova-
tion of ghats in Prayagraj, aim-
ing to transform them into
vibrant, modernised spaces
reminiscent of the famous
ghats in Kashi.
Seven key ghats along the
Ganga and Yamuna rivers are
currently being revitalised, with
about 50 per cent of the work
already completed. It is being
anticipated that the beautifica-
tion efforts will be finalised
before the upcoming Maha
Kumbh, ensuring that the ghats
are ready to welcome the large
influx of devotees and tourists.
These ghats are the heart of
activities during the Maha
Kumbh, with scores of devotees
taking a holy dip in the sacred
waters of the Ganga and
Yamuna. Recognising their sig-
nificance, the Yogi govern-
ment is prioritising the rejuve-
nation of these sites.
The Construction and Design
Division of Jal Nigam is lead-
ing the efforts to give these
ghats a new look, with the pro-
ject being managed by Rohit
Kumar Rana. He confirmed
that the renovation is being
carried out at a cost of Rs 11.01
crore, with work progressing
steadily. The pace of develop-
ment is expected to accelerate
once the floodwaters recede.
The seven ghats undergoing

renovation include Balua
Ghat, Kalighat, Rasulabad
Ghat, Chhatnag Ghat Jhunsi,
Nageshwar Ghat Jhunsi,
Maujgiri Ghat and Purana
Arail Ghat.
Progress varies across these
locations, with significant
advancements already made
— 40 per cent at Maujgiri
Ghat, 35 per cent each at
Nageshwar Ghat, Rasulabad
Ghat, and Balua Ghat, 30 per
cent at Chhatnag Ghat, 40 per
cent at Purana Arail Ghat and
50 per cent ay Kalighat. The
entire project is expected to be
finished by November, well in
time for the Maha Kumbh.
In addition to the physical ren-
ovations, the project includes
plans to enhance visitor
amenities at the ghats. The
Kumbh Mela administration is
focused on providing top-tier
facilities for the millions of
devotees and tourists expect-
ed at the Maha Kumbh. This
modernisation includes the
development of green belts to
maintain the cleanliness and
beauty of the ghats.
Other improvements include
the installation of umbrellas,
high masts, and drinking
water facilities, as well as RO
systems for clean water, mobile
toilets, and changing rooms.
Seating arrangements with
benches are also being provid-
ed, ensuring a comfortable and
welcoming environment for
all visitors.
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The Samajwadi Party and
Congress, on Sunday, tar-

geted the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment after two of the three
accused in the IIT-BHU gang-
rape case were released on
bail, saying that it exposed the
hypocrisy of the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led dispensation’s
claims about security of
women. SP president Akhilesh
Yadav said the rape accused,
who worked with the IT cell of
the BJP, getting bail was both
condemnable and worrisome.
Uttar Pradesh Congress presi-
dent Ajay Rai charged that the
BJP, which claims to be dealing
with rapists with iron hand,
instead welcomes them with
garlands.
In a post on X, Akhilesh Yadav
shared a video, asserting that
the accused were granted bail
due to weak perusal of the case
by the state government.
“The question is who was pres-
surising the prosecution to
defend the rapists in a weak
manner in court. It is a shame-
ful thing that is demoralising
the daughters of the country
that not only these rapists were
released on bail, they were
accorded warm welcome with
garlands as per BJP tradition,”
Yadav said and added, “Would
BJP like to say something to the
sisters and daughters of the
country about this? It is hoped
that all the women anchors
doing true journalism will def-
initely do a show about this.”
Akhilesh Yadav said the BJP
owed a clarification to the peo-
ple whether its workers had
been given special exemption
and freedom to commit rape in
the Lok Sabha constituency of
the prime minister.” The back-

lash intensified as photos
depicting accused Anand alias
Abhishek Chauhan and Kunal
Pandey receiving a warm wel-
come upon their release and
cutting cake went viral.
The UP Congress president
accused the Uttar Pradesh
Police of facilitating the bail for
the two accused, allegedly
involved in the rape of a BTech
student of IIT-BHU, Varanasi.
Rai claimed that in this inci-
dent, which is a shame on
humanity, the rapists got bail
just due to the poor investiga-
tion of the police. 
Reacting to the development
here on Sunday morning, Rai
alleged that after the gang-rape,
the accused went to campaign
for the BJP in the Madhya
Pradesh elections and both of
them took shelter there. He said
due to the pressure of Congress
and students, the Varanasi
police arrested the accused
after about 60 days.
The UP Congress president
remarked what the Yogi
Adityanath government thinks
about women is clear from this
incident.  “First the government
tried to save the accused and
when they had to be arrested
due to pressure, the case was
weakened by weak advocacy in
the court,” he charged. “On one
side there is the power of
authority and on the other side
there is criminal tendency.
What is the guarantee that
they will not come out and
threaten the victim or try to
pressurise her? Not only this,
after the bail of both the
accused, they are being wel-
comed with garlands of flow-
ers,” the UP Congress chief
said. Rai said that recently the
prime minister had said that
justice should be delivered

quickly in cases of crime
against women whereas in his
own parliamentary constituen-
cy Varanasi, rapists were being
benefited due to poor advoca-
cy.
“When criminals who commit
crimes against women are
welcomed with garlands, their
morale will increase and half
the population will lose faith
in law and order. The truth is
that the way crimes against
women are increasing day by
day in Uttar Pradesh is the
result of this weak and insen-
sitive law and order. Garlands
for rapists and disappoint-
ment and fear for victims have
become the identity of this
Yogi government,” Rai said..
Reportedly, Chauhan and
Pandey were released from a
Varanasi jail last week.
Allahabad High Court Justice
Krishan Pahal granted bail to
Chauhan on July 2 and to
Pandey on July 4. Pandey’s
counsel told the court that he
had no criminal history and
had been languishing in jail
since December 31 last year.
The three accused allegedly
raped a woman student of the
Indian Institute of
Technology-Banaras Hindu
University (IIT-BHU) when
she had come out of her hos-
tel with a friend on the night
of November 1 last year,
according to the complaint
lodged in the matter.
The accused allegedly took her
to a corner, gagged and
stripped her. They also made
a video and clicked photos of
the student before letting her
go, the complaint stated.
Chauhan, Pandey and the
third accused Saksham Patel
were arrested in December last
year.
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Lucknow (PNS):  In a signifi-
cant breakthrough, the sleuths
of the Anti-Terrorists Squad of
Uttar Pradesh have arrested
two criminals, including the
mastermind, of a gang involved
in a major counterfeit racket.
The prime accused, hailing
from Mirganj police station
area in Siwan district of Bihar,
and his accomplice were arrest-
ed by the ATS in Gorakhpur on
Sunday morning.
Fake Indian stamp papers of
the value of approximately
�10,00,000 were recovered
from him. The recovered items
include counterfeit Indian
stamp papers of �6,94,000 and
fake stamp tickets valued at Rs
72,000. Additionally, three
mobile phones and a four-
wheeler (Creta) were seized
from the suspect. He was want-
ed by the Cantonment police of
Gorakhpur and carried a

reward of Rs 25,000 on his
arrest. The operation high-
lights the ongoing efforts by law
enforcement agencies to curb
the illegal circulation of coun-
terfeit stamp papers and tick-
ets and maintain the integrity
of legal processes. According to
an official communique, the
UP ATS was receiving intelli-
gence that a syndicate was
operating in the state and it was
printing counterfeit Indian
stamp papers and counterfeit
Indian stamp tickets from
Bihar and smuggling them to
various districts of the country
and the state through the asso-
ciates of their gang. When the
said intelligence was devel-
oped through various means,
it was found that Nawab Arzoo
alias Lalu, a resident of Bihar,
along with some of his associ-
ates, had formed an interstate
gang and printed counterfeit

Indian stamps and tickets and
supplied them to various dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh. The
ATS came to know that Nawab
Arzoo was going to come to
Gorakhpur district on Sunday
with some of his associates to
supply counterfeit Indian
stamp papers and tickets.  On
confirmation of the informa-
tion, a trap was laid and Nawab
Arzoo alias Lalu, and his asso-
ciate Raju Kumar Yadav were
arrested by ATS Uttar Pradesh
from Gorakhpur. Nawab Arzoo
alias Lalu is a shrewd criminal
who has previously been jailed
in various police stations for
smuggling counterfeit stamp
papers. He was also wanted in
FIR No. 14/2024 under sections
255, 258, 259, 260, 419, 420,
467, 468, 471, 474, 120B of the
IPC, by the Cantonment police
station of Gorakhpur. The
Gorakhpur police had

announced a reward of Rs
25,000 on information leading
to his arrest. The suspect is also
charged under sections 178(3),
179, and 180 of the BNS 2023
at the same station. He was
involved in smuggling counter-
feit Indian stamp papers and
stamps in various districts of
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Delhi
states. Other active members of
this gang, identified as
Kamruddin, Sahabzade, Aish
Mohammad, Ravindra Dixit,
Nandlal Prasad, and Santosh
Gupta, have already been
arrested and sent to jail by the
Gorakhpur district police for
smuggling of forged Indian
stamp papers and stamps. 
Other active members of the
gang are on the radar of the
ATS. Further legal action
against the arrested accused is
being taken by the Cantonment
police of Gorakhpur district.
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Uttar Pradesh State Industrial
Development Authority (UPSIDA) is set

to launch the integrated manufacturing
cluster (IMC) in Agra. This ambitious pro-
ject by the state government aims to trans-
form Agra into a significant industrial hub,
leveraging its strategic location and modern
infrastructure.
The IMC will focus on promoting non-pol-
luting industries, capitalising on Agra’s rich
heritage in leather, footwear and agro-based
products. The cluster is expected to boost
economic development, foster collaboration
among established industries, and harness
the region’s skilled workforce and local
expertise, giving a new direction to Agra’s
industrial sector.
According to UPSIDA CEO Mayur
Maheshwari, Agra’s dedication to environ-
mental protection, particularly within the Taj
Trapezium zone, positions it as an ideal site
for eco-friendly industrial activities. The IMC
Agra project is designed to align with these
environmental objectives, offering a pollu-
tion-free environment that supports sustain-
able industrial technologies.
Strategically located along the inner ring
road, the cluster is equidistant from two
major cloverleaf junctions — NH-19, which
links to Delhi National Capital Region, and
the Agra-Lucknow Expressway. This prime
location ensures excellent road connectivi-
ty, dividing the site into two accessible parts.
Additionally, IMC Agra will benefit from
Uttar Pradesh’s extensive expressway net-
work, enhancing logistics and reducing
travel time, making it even more attractive
to investors.
Maheshwari further highlighted that the
proximity of IMC Agra to NH-19 and the
Agra-Lucknow Expressway significantly
eases road transportation. Situated just 22
kilometres from the new Tundla station, IMC

Agra is ideally positioned to connect with the
Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor (EDFC),
facilitating efficient rail freight movement
and reducing road congestion. The site also
enjoys enhanced connectivity with the
Western Dedicated Freight Corridor
(WDFC).
Additionally, the upcoming Jewar airport,
located 140 kilometre away via the Yamuna
Expressway, will further boost air connectiv-
ity, making it easier to transport high-value
cargo and providing convenient access for
business travelers.
IMC Agra is strategically positioned near the
proposed National Waterway-110 (NW-
110), with the cargo terminal at Samogar
Mustakil only one kilometre away. This
waterway will offer a viable alternative for
cargo transportation, further strengthening
the region’s logistics capabilities by linking
to the rail network.
The project spans approximately 1,000 acres
on Agra’s outskirts, specifically acquired
for large-scale industrial development.
With its extensive infrastructure and
prime location, IMC Agra is set to
become a highly attractive investment
destination.
The UPSIDA CEO described IMC Agra
as more than just a cluster, saying it was
a symbol of modern industrial infrastruc-
ture. The project features smart bus
stops equipped with a citizen mobile
application, digital signage, solar panels,
and Wi-Fi spots for integrated utility
management. It also boasts a robust ICT
and SCADA system, supported by a
fiber optic network, UPS, and diesel gen-
erator backup. To ensure environmental
control, an integrated command and
control centre (ICCC) with an ambient
air quality monitor has been installed at
IMC Agra. These innovations are set to sig-
nificantly transform the industrial landscape
of Uttar Pradesh in the coming years.
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Samajwadi Party (SP) chief
Akhilesh Yadav, on Sunday,

alleged that “the Bharatiya
Janata Party was now moving
bulldozers” even on the memo-
rials of martyrs in Uttar
Pradesh, a charge that was
rubbished by a state minister
and district administration.
In a post on X, Akhilesh Yadav
criticised the demolition of a
martyr’s memorial in Mainpuri.
Terming the incident as “trag-
ic”, he said the BJP was now
using bulldozers even on the
martyr’s memorial. The SP
chief said the audacity of the
administration to destroy
the memorial of Kargil mar-
tyr  Munish  Yadav  in
Mainpuri was infuriating the
soldiers and patriots of the
country.
Ak hi lesh  Yadav ’s  wi fe
Dimple Yadav, the Lok Sabha
from Mainpuri, said martyrs

were being insulted to “ben-
efit the BJP land mafia”.
Their remarks came over an
incident in Mainpuri district’s
Kishni tehsi l  where the
boundary wall of a memorial
built to honour Kargil martyr
Munish Yadav was allegedly
demolished by officials last

week. Tourism and Culture
Minister Jayveer Singh said
the allegations levelled by the
SP leaders were “baseless”
and “devoid of any fact”.
Sub-Divisional Magistrate of
Kishni, Gopal Sharma, said
the martyr’s wife Manju Devi
and his brother Avnish Kumar
had complained to District
Magistrate Avinash Krishna
on Friday that in connivance
with the land mafia, the
boundary wall of the memo-
rial was bulldozed by the
“lekhpal” and “kanungo” on
August 29, without giving any
notice.
Sharma said an illegal tempo-
rary construction near the
statue was demolished, but the
boundary wall of the memo-
rial was not touched.
The SDM also said that the
district  magistrate had
ordered an inquiry and the
lekhpal involved in the matter
had been suspended.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on Sunday,

said that no saint, mahatma or
yogi can ever be power-hungry. 
“Rather, he inspires the society
to follow in his footsteps. Baba
Keenaram had presented the
same ideals to everyone
through divine meditation 425
years ago,” he stated. 
Chief Minister Yogi was speak-
ing at the 425th incarnation
ceremony organised at the
birthplace of Aghoracharya
Baba Keenaram. 
He said, “The country became
a slave because foreign invaders
succeeded in dividing the
country and society. At the
same time, all the achievements
and sadhana (meditation) of
saints and sanyasis lie in
national interest, social inter-
est and human welfare.”
He paid tribute to Baba

Keenaram, expressing that
although his programme was
initially scheduled for
Sonbhadra, he felt privileged to
be present at Baba Keenaram’s
birthplace due to divine grace.
He spoke of Baba Keenaram as
a divine figure from birth,
born into an aristocratic fam-
ily, who attained spiritual
enlightenment through intense
practice and meditation.
Despite his elevated status and
spiritual accomplishments,
Baba Keenaram used his pow-
ers not for personal gain, but
for the welfare of the nation
and its people. 
Chief Minister Yogi empha-
sised that Baba Keenaram
played a crucial role in uniting
Dalits, tribals and various other
sections of society, fostering a
spirit of equality and non-dis-
crimination — a feat possible
only by a saint, aghoracharya,
or yogi. 
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The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment has achieved another

significant milestone in the health
sector, a testament to its contin-
uous efforts to enhance the state’s
healthcare system. 
Thirty more health units have
been awarded the National
Quality Assurance Standard
(NQAS) certification in Uttar
Pradesh, a clear sign of the sys-
tem’s improvement. 
Rampur district women’s hospi-
tal has received all three key cer-
tifications —NQAS, Lakshya and
Muskaan. This brings the total
number of NQAS-certified health
units in the state to 307. These
certifications recognise the health
units’ commitment to delivering
quality care and reassure the
public of the system’s progress
and future prospects.
Inspired by the substantial
progress in evaluating service
quality under NQAS, the mission
director of the National Health

Mission (NHM) has recently
instructed all additional directors
and chief medical officers in the
state to accelerate their efforts. 
The directive emphasises achiev-
ing the target of 50 per cent of the
state’s health units being NQAS-
certified by the end of 2025 and
full certification by 2026.
Additionally, instructions have
been issued to expedite state
assessments of 31 more health
units across various districts.
According to NHM General
Manager Dr Nishant Jaiswal, the
30 health units that recently
received the NQAS certification
include Rampur district women’s
hospital, Shahjahanpur’s Tilhar,
Kanpur Dehat’s Gajner commu-
nity health centre and Lucknow's
Urban PHC. Additionally, three
units each from Fatehpur and
Prayagraj, two each from
Ghaziabad, Bijnor and
Shahjahanpur, and one each from
Lucknow, Ghazipur, Shravasti,
Saharanpur, Sambhal, Hamirpur,
Kanpur Dehat, Mirzapur, Gonda,

Bahraich, Hardoi, Farrukhabad,
and Kushinagar have been certi-
fied.
NHM Mission Director Dr Pinky
Jovel mentioned that she had
instructed chief medical officers
to conduct a state assessment of
31 health units across 24 districts.
The directive requires all assess-
ments to be completed by
September 7, allowing the nation-
al team to conduct a follow-up
evaluation. If these units meet the
standards in the national assess-
ment following the state evalua-
tion, they will also receive NQAS
certification.  
Facilities available to the people
of the state at Ayushman Arogya
Mandir include pregnancy and
childbirth care, newborn and
infant healthcare, child health
and adolescent health care, fam-
ily planning, contraceptive ser-
vices and other reproductive
health care, management of infec-
tious diseases, and screening and
OPD of non-communicable dis-
eases. 

Lucknow (PTI): Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) supremo
Mayawati on Sunday alleged
that state governments were
unable to deal with the flood
situation caused by heavy rains
in the country and suggested
them to pay attention to flood
prevention. In a post on the
social media platform X, she said
that as the government was
unable to handle the flood situ-
ation, the lives of lakhs of fami-
lies have been disrupted. “Such
devastation ruins lives. Not only
relief, governments should also
pay proper attention to flood pre-
vention,” Mayawati added. 
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Mathura (PTI): An FIR has
been lodged against three per-
sons at the city police station here
for allegedly threatening BJP
MLA Rajesh Chaudhary, police
said on Sunday.  The FIR was
lodged against three people,
including Ravindra Jatav, Azad
Ansari and one unidentified per-
son on Saturday under BNS sec-
tions 351 (4) (criminal intimida-
tion by an anonymous commu-

nication), 352 (intentional insult
with intention to provoke a
breach of peace) and section 67
of the IT act, they said.
Chaudhary, who is the MLA
from Mant seat of Mathura,
alleged that someone called him
up on August 25 night and
threatened to kill him and his
son.  The MLA said that some-
one also called him up on August
30 and threatened him using abu-

sive and casteist slurs and said
“you give a lot of statements on
TV. We will see you. Our leader
has ordered us to kill you”.
Chaudhary also said in his com-
plaint that some people have
announced a reward of Rs 10
lakh on the social media platform
'X' for the person who brings his
tongue.  Apart from this, various
types of threatening posts are also
being made against him.
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Chief Minister (CM) Yogi
Adityanath conducted a

surprise inspection of Dr
Sampurnanand Sanskrit
University (SSU) and closely
observed the development
work and other activities there.
The Vice-Chancellor (V-C)
and other officials informed the
chief minister in detail about
the teaching and other activi-
ties of the university. During
the inspection, the chief min-
ister also visited the library and
hostels along with various fac-
ulties of the university. Yogi
observed the ancient manu-
scripts stored in the library.
The CM arrived in the city on
a one-day visit on Sunday and
during the inspection at the
SSU, he said a 3D museum will
be built on the gradual devel-
opment of Vedic literature in
the historic main building of
the university, the most ancient
centre of Indian knowledge
tradition. He said that in this
Vedic 3D museum, 16
Sanskars, 64 Kalas (arts), 18
Vidya Sthans will be given a
detailed form. According to
him, the proposal to convert
the Government Ayurvedic

College, Chowkaghat, again
into a faculty of this institution
was accepted. Research of sage-
like Acharyas and Darshani of
Indian Astrology (Nashtra)
will be seen in the proposed
museum, he added. 
On the request of the V-C, he
inspected the inside of the
234-year-old main building
situated on the campus and
directed to make a museum on
Indian Astrology, Indian
Astronomy, the works done by
Indian Rishis and also to
organise ‘shastarth’ (debates) in
this building.  The chief min-
ister was overwhelmed after
seeing the rare manuscripts
preserved in the historic
Saraswati Bhawan of the uni-
versity, which include ‘Raas
Panchadhyayi’, Bhagwat Geeta
and Durgasaptashati (written
in a special cloth) which are
adorned with gold letters and
gold art. He also praised the
university for continuing the
campaign to preserve the her-
itage of Indian culture. 
The chief minister also
observed the work of conserva-
tion of manuscripts by the
National Manuscript Mission
with the support of the
Government of India in the

Extension Building. 
While inspecting the hostels, he
visited the Research Hostel
and Ganganath Jha Hostel
respectively and physically
inspected the Ganganath Jha
Hostel minutely. He directed to
make a bicycle stand and a car
stand there and also directed to
get other necessary works done,
including cleanliness and
replacing worn out wires. 
The V-C also informed the CM
about making the signboards of
all the departments of the cam-
pus in Sanskrit language.
Amidst the chanting of Vedic
mantras and Swasti Vachan
by the Vedic students of the
university, the V-C Prof Bihari
Lal Sharma and Registrar
Rakesh Kumar welcomed the
CM and greeted him with a
flower bouquet and a shawl in
front of the main building of
the campus. 
During the inspection, the
chief minister was accompa-
nied by Uttar Pradesh Minister
of State (Independent Charge)
for Stamp and Court Fee and
Registration Ravindra Jaiswal,
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for AYUSH and Food
Security Dr Dayashankar
Mishra ‘Dayalu’, Vice

Chancellor Prof Bihari Lal
Sharma, former Minister and
MLA Dr Neelkanth Tiwari,
MLA Saurabh Srivastava,
District Magistrate S
Rajalingam, Additional
Commissioner of Police S
Chinnappa and other officers
and public representatives. 
Meanwhile during his visit to
Shri Kashi Vishwanath temple,
CM Yogi Adityanath visited the
Adiyogi and performed the
Shodashopachar puja in the
sanctum sanctorum, praying
for public welfare. 
He also performed aarti at
Baba Kal Bhairav, the Kotwal of
Kashi, and sought his blessings.
Devotees in the temple greet-
ed him with chants of “Har Har
Mahadev.” Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath accepted the greet-
ings of the devotees with fold-
ed hands and raised arms. On
his way out of the Kaal Bhairav
temple, he paused to interact
with children and offered them
sweets.  
On Sunday afternoon Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
arrived in Varanasi to attend
the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha's state working com-
mittee meeting and member-
ship campaign workshop. 
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The final day of the Annual
Mid-Term Conference of

the UP Chapter of the
Association of Surgeons of
India (UPASI), UPMASICON
2024, along with the PG Master
Classes in Surgery, concluded
at KN Udupa Auditorium,
Institute of Medical Sciences,
Banaras Hindu University
(IMS- BHU) here on Sunday,
with impactful and intellectu-
ally stimulating sessions. The
three-day event organised by
the Department of General
Surgery, IMS-BHU, was a
resounding success, attracting
over 700 participants, includ-
ing senior surgeons, professors,
and surgical trainees from
across India and neighboring
SAARC countries.
The closing day maintained the
high academic standards set
throughout the conference,
with sessions focused on
advanced surgical techniques
and the latest developments in
trauma care and oncology. The
day kicked off with Dr Asuri
Krishna from AIIMS, New
Delhi, providing a compre-
hensive lecture on the intricate
anatomy of hernias during
laparoscopic surgery. His pre-
sentation highlighted the crit-
ical importance of anatomical
precision in ensuring success-
ful surgical outcomes.
Dr Rajeev Sinha, a senior sur-

geon from LMB College,
Jhansi, delivered a compelling
talk on the best modalities for
laparoscopic repair of inguinal
hernias. His expertise provid-
ed invaluable insights into
choosing the most effective
surgical approaches, enhancing
patient recovery and reducing
complications.
The day also featured a session
on abdominal hernias, where
Dr Mumtaz Ansari from
Varanasi and Dr Tarun Mittal
from Sir Ganga Ram Hospital,
New Delhi, shared their exten-
sive experiences and case stud-
ies. Their discussion empha-
sised the evolution of hernia
repair techniques and the
importance of personalised
care for each patient.
A symposium on Trauma
Systems and Trauma Care in
India was led by Dr Vinod Jain,
Dr Samir Mishra, and their
team from KGMU Trauma
Centre, Lucknow. The session
provided a critical overview of
trauma systems in India and
explored strategies for improv-
ing care for trauma victims, an
area of growing importance in
the medical community.
In the field of oncology, Dr
Mayank Tripathi from
Mahamana Cancer Hospital,
Varanasi, delivered an enlight-
ening session on the treat-
ment of stomach cancer, shed-
ding light on the latest advance-
ments in oncological surgery.

Dr Anand Prakash further
enriched the discussion by
sharing his extensive knowl-
edge on diseases related to the
esophagus and stomach, offer-
ing critical insights for improv-
ing patient outcomes.
Dr Rahul from SGPGI,
Lucknow, led a detailed discus-
sion on the management of
gastrointestinal bleeding, a con-
dition that poses significant
challenges in surgical practice.
He was joined by experts such
as Dr Devesh Prakash from
Varanasi, Dr Sanjay Singh from
Prayagraj, Dr Sandeep Verma
from Lucknow, and Dr Ishan
Kumar from Varanasi, who
contributed to the discussion
with their diverse clinical expe-
riences. The conference also
focused on colorectal surgery,
with Dr Ashok Kumar from
SGPGI, Lucknow, presenting
on the treatment of rectal can-
cer. Dr Kushal Mittal from
Thane led a session on manag-
ing fistula-in-ano, where he was
joined by Dr AK Dwivedi from
Varanasi and Dr Arshad
Ahmad from Lucknow. Their
collective expertise offered par-
ticipants a comprehensive
understanding of modern col-
orectal surgical techniques. In
a dedicated session on oral cav-
ity and thyroid cancers, Dr
Abhijit Das and Dr Maruthu
Pandian from Chennai, along
with Dr Amit Agarwal, Dr
Gyan Chand and Dr Anand

Mishra, shared cutting-edge
insights on the latest treat-
ment protocols and surgical
advancements in these fields.
The conference’s focus on trau-
ma care culminated in a spe-
cialised session on trauma vic-
tim care. Dr Subodh Kumar
and Dr Narendra Chaudhary
from AIIMS Trauma Centre,
New Delhi, along with Dr
Sandeep Tiwari, Dr Samir
Mishra, and Dr Vaibhav Jaiswal
from KGMU Trauma Centre,
Lucknow, and Dr Somendra
Pal Singh from Saifai, provid-
ed critical insights into improv-
ing trauma outcomes through
better systems and protocols.
The final day also saw the pre-
sentation of approximately 130
research papers by residents
from various medical colleges,
showcasing the innovative
research being conducted by
the next generation of sur-
geons. As UPMASICON 2024
drew to a close, the conference
was lauded as a milestone
event for the surgical commu-
nity. The diverse sessions, high-
level discussions and collabo-
rative atmosphere made it a
valuable platform for advanc-
ing surgical knowledge and
practice. The closing remarks
reflected the success of the
event, with participants
expressing their appreciation
for the wealth of knowledge
shared and the opportunities
for professional growth.
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As per directives given by
the Department of Sports,

Ministry of Youth Affairs &
Sports, Government of India
on account of birth anniversary
of Major Dhyan Chand, a leg-
endary hockey player, Bank of
Baroda, Kanpur Metro region
had organised a tree plantation
drive in the area of Kanpur
Proof Range under Ministry of
Defence - Ordnance Factory.
The event was witnessed the
presence of Col Girish
Chaudhary, Senior Quality
Assurance Officer, Kanpur
(Indian Army), Lt Col M
Balagopal, Deputy Controller,
CQA (W) (Indian Army), var-
ious other officials of Indian
Army, Ordnance Factory, along
with the Deputy General Manager
(RH) Shailesh Kumar Parakh
and Assistant General Manager
(DRM) Sanjay Kumar of Bank of

Baroda, Kanpur Metro Region. 
Before this bank has also
organised a walkathon which
was attended by more than 300
staff members from various
branches of Kanpur Metro
Region which started from the
regional office and ended at
Motijheel, Kanpur. To motivate
and acknowledging the call given

by Bank of Baroda Corporate
Office and GoI/DFS, Bank of
Baroda, Kanpur Metro Region
staff members had taken a
pledge. As the activity was relat-
ed to Fit India, accordingly
special attention was also
given to the maintenance of
health by participating in var-
ious sports activities. 
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During the webinar con-
vened by “Just for

Environment” organisation,
eminent experts discussed sup-
plementary crops which can be
used for production of ethanol
and also technologies which
can be adopted for enhancing
productivities of ethanol units.
The webinar was inaugurated
by MG Joshi, Managing
Director, M/s Kallapan Awade
Jawahar SSK Ltd, Kolhapur,
who stressed on adoption of
best available technologies and
standard operating procedures
for enhancing ethanol produc-
tion per unit feed stock so as to
produce ethanol at cheaper
cost of production.
Prof Narendra Mohan, former
Director, National Sugar
Institute (NSI)while discussing
ethanol production from maize
informed that maize is now

being used extensively for pro-
duction of ethanol but has got
certain challenges which need
to be taken care to make
ethanol units viable. He dis-
cussed about 1.5 G technology
by adoption of which fibre

available in maize can also be
utilised for ethanol production
thus increasing the ethanol
yield from present average of
380 litres per tonne of maize to
400 liters per tonne of maize or
even more with significant
improvement in quality of by-
product of the industry i.e.
Distillers Dried Grain with
Solubles (DDGS) by facilitating
increase in its protein content.
This by-product which is about
20-25 per cent of the raw mate-
rial quantity and used as cattle
feed is very important for
ethanol units for their viabili-
ty. By enhancement in protein
content, it would be sold at a
higher price giving more rev-
enue to units, said Prof Mohan.
Former Professor & Head
(Alcohol Technology), VSI,
Pune, Dr S V Patil, discussed
three other potential crops,
cassava, sugar beet and sweet
sorghum which can be consid-

ered now as bio-fuel crop and
presented strength, weakness,
opportunities and threats with
each crop. “We have to look
beyond sugarcane, rice and
maize and to identify other
crops which are climate
resilient, require less irrigation
water, have higher productivi-
ty and do not invite food vs fuel
debate”, he said.
Director, Indian Institute of
Maize Research, Ludhiana, Dr
HS Jat, while giving details of
Vision 2047 for maize to meet
requirement of ethanol, poul-
try and other sectors informed
various maize hybrids which
are being developed to increase
the maize productivity from
existing 3.6 tonnes/hectare to
about 5.0 metric tonnes per
hectare. Vice-President &
Head (R&D), M/s Catalyst
Biotechnologies Pvt Ltd, Dr
KVTS Pavan Kumar,
explained measures to be

taken for enhancing efficien-
cy at various stages of ethanol
production from maize and to
improve quality of Distillers
Dried Grain with Solubles
(DDGS) by keeping aflatoxins
level well below the prescribed
limits of 20 ppb.
Chairman and Managing
Director Dr GSC Rao, present-
ed technological details for
producing ethanol from
Napier grass which is also
known Elephant grass. This
grass can be culitivated on
marginal lands, requiring less
irrigation water and carbon
neutral which can be harvest-
ed 5-6 times in a year while
giving an impressive yield of
150 metric tonnes per acre per
year and thus can be high
yielding resource for producing
bio-fuel, he said.  Anushka
Kanodia conducted the session
and proposed the vote of
thanks.
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The teachers and staff of the
Faculty of Arts, Banaras

Hindu University (BHU)
organised a felicitation ceremo-
ny at the Bharata Adhyayan
Kendra of the university in
honour of Prof Shri Kishore
Mishra for the successful
accomplishment of his duty as
Dean, Faculty of Arts, and
Prof Maya Shankar Pandey on
becoming the new Dean of the
Faculty. On the occasion, Prof
Shri Kishore Mishra was wel-
comed by Prof Sadashiv
Dwivedi, Coordinator, Bharata
Adhyayan Kendra, and Prof
Maya Shankar Pandey was wel-

comed and felicitated by Prof
Sushma Ghildyal. 
Welcoming the Deans, Prof
Mukul Raj Mehta praised the
tenure of Prof Shri Kishore
Mishra as Dean and appreciat-
ed him for his remarkable ser-
vices and contribution. He said
that during the deanship of
Prof Mishra, the image of the
Arts Faculty has further
improved and it is hoped that
the new Dean, Prof Maya
Shankar Pandey will success-
fully take the faculty to new
heights through her efficient
working style. Further, Prof
Sushma Ghildyal considered
the programme to be a concur-
rence of both farewell and wel-

come ceremonies. She also said
that the Faculty of Arts is like
a university in itself and its
leadership is important for the
university.
After taking charge as the
Dean of the Arts Faculty, Prof
Maya Shankar Pandey, in his
address praised the generous
and affectionate personality of
Prof Shri Kishore Mishra,
underlined his dedication
towards the Faculty and
expressed his gratitude towards
him. He shared his experi-
ences of working in the inter-
est of the faculty with Prof
Mishra and in collaboration
with Prof Mehta as a member
of Trinity. On the occasion,
Prof Shri Kishore Mishra
expressed his gratitude towards
everyone present there,
through his heartfelt address.
He shared some interesting
memories during his tenure
and highlighted the uniqueness
and importance of the Faculty
of Arts. He said that the affec-
tion he has received from the
faculty members is a valuable
treasure for him. The pro-
gramme was conducted by Dr
Arpita Chatterjee and the vote
of thanks was proposed by
Ranjit Shandilya, Deputy
Registrar of the Faculty of Arts. 
On the occasion, a large num-
ber of teachers and staff of the
Faculty of Arts and Bharata
Adhyayan Kendra were present.
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Atotal of eight employees including
Inspector General (Railway

Protection Force) -cum- Principal Chief
Security Commissioner (PCSC) Ranveer
Singh Chauhan retired from Banaras
Locomotive Works (BLW). In the
farewell ceremony organised at Hall of
Fame here on Saturday, all the retiring
employees Sushila Devi, Shyam Narayan,
Satya Prakash, Vibhuti Narayan Mishra,
Krishna Prasad, J Alam and Shravan
Kumar were given a farewell by the
Principal Chief Personnel Officer
(PCPO) Janardan Singh by presenting
medals and folders. In his address, the
PCPO suggested the retiring employees
to invest their accumulated wealth in gov-
ernment institutions only. He also
advised them to stay healthy and remain
engaged in work related to social welfare
apart from spending most of the time
with the family. With the cooperation of
the Accounts and Personnel depart-
ments, a lump sum payment was made
to the retired employees.
In another function, the PCPO gave a
warm farewell to IG (RPF)-cum-PCSC
Ranveer Singh Chauhan by presenting
him a medal and folder in his chamber
at the Administration Building. On the
occasion, a grand programme was organ-
ised by the RPF personnel to give a
farewell to their IG by garlanding the lat-
ter. The representatives from State Bank
of India (SBI) and Bank of Baroda (BoB)
located on the BLW campus explained
the ways to keep their accumulated
wealth safe and invest it carefully. Public
Relations Officer (PRO) Rajesh Kumar

gave detailed information on yoga for a
healthy life and staying fit to the retired
employees in the programme. He pre-
sented the benefits of yoga with the
example of various yoga postures and
said that yoga practice is important in the
daily routine of the present environment.
The farewell ceremony organised under
the aegis of the Personnel department
was conducted by Senior Personnel
Officer (Headquarters) Raj Kumar
Gupta. APO Piyush Minj, joint secretary
of the Staff Council Shrikant Yadav as
well as other members, Amit Kumar,
Naveen Sinha, Santosh Kumar Yadav and
Manish Kumar Singh, chief workshop
welfare inspectors Vijay Gupta and
Kamlesh Srivastava were also present in
the programme. The members of BLW
Staff Council and representatives of SBI
and BoB presented gifts to the retiring
employees.
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An elderly cyslist was killed after
being knocked down by a speed-

ing car on Kanpur-Etawah highway
near Khojaphul village under Sikandra
police station area of Kanpur Dehat on
Sunday morning. After sustaining
serious injury, he was sent to the com-
munity health centre (CHC) Sikandra
where the doctor after examination
declared him dead. Police sent the
body for autopsy after preliminary
investigation and launched raids to
nail the absconding car driver. Ram
Singh (65) of Khojaphul had gone to
his field on Sunday morning. On
return around 7 am the speeding car
hit him on the Kanpur-Etawah high-
way and sustained serious injury. 
Kin took him to the Sikandra CHC
where he was declared dead by the
doctors. He is survived by wife Rani
alias Ram Devi and sons Virendra,
Rambabu and Haribabu. SI Charan
Singh sent the body for autopsy.
Inspector Sikandra Mahesh Kumar
said efforts are on to nail the abscond-
ing car driver.
WORKSHOP ORGANISED: The
Centre for the Study of Society and
Politics (CSSP) here organised a work-
shop in virtual mode on ‘Role and
Application of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) in Social Science Research on
Friday and Saturday. Prof Sriparna
Saha, Associate Professor, Computers,
IIT-Patna talked about ‘Large
Language Models and Other AI Tools
in Social Science Research’. She
explained about AI, its uses, the stig-

ma around AI, types of AI,
Application in real life, Large
Language Models, History of
Generative AIs, text generation and
summarisation, issues of ethics and
biases etc. 
Prof Gopa Kumar, ex-Vice-Chancellor,
Kerala Central University appreciat-
ed the efforts of CSSP in organising a
workshop on AI as revolutionary. He
cautioned that originality must be pre-
served though AI can be learnt and
used as an assistant. 
Dr Sanjal Shastri, Assistant Professor,
International Politics, FLAME
University, Pune dealt with “AI in the
Classroom: Challenges And
Opportunities”. He talked about how
the AI has changed classroom-ecosys-
tem and how students tend to rely
more on AI for their information and
even knowledge. He suggested that
teachers have to transform from being
an educator to a facilitator - moving
away from descriptive assignments to
creative modelling using non-conven-
tional tools. On the second day, Dr
Paramita Roy, Assistant Professor,
Department of Statistics, Guwahati
University spoke on the ‘Applications
of AI in Social Science Research’. She
demonstrated how AI can be used in
research writing, literature review
and summarization - both extractive
and abstractive summarisation and
data analysis. 
Dr Nabamita Deb, Assistant Professor,
Deparment. of Information
Technology, Gauhati University made
an interesting intervention on ‘AI and
Cognition: A Roadmap for Future’.
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Adelegation of EPS-95
National Agitation

Committee (NAC), Kanpur
division, met the city MP
Ramesh Awasthi on Sunday
and handed over a memoran-
dum containing various
demands. The delegation was
led by the state president Om
Shanker Tewari and national
advisor Rajesh Kumar Shukla.

They urged him to write a let-
ter to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Finance Minister
N Sitharaman and Union
Labour Minister Manshukh
Mandviya for early settlement
of their genuine demands. The
leaders discussed in detail their
demands with the MP which
included minimum pension of
�7,500 plus DA per month, free
medical treatment to couple
under the Ayushman Yojana etc.

MP Ramesh Awasthi immediate-
ly directed his representative to
write letters to PM, FM and LM
with a copy to the Committee
leaders. The delegation com-
prised Jairup Parihar (Mandal
Secretary and state coordinator),
Sudha Nigam, ON Bajpai, DN
Shukla, Sudhir Chandra Mishra,
Shitala Prasad Bajpai, RP Gupta,
Laxmipati Mishra, Anjani Kumar
Nigam and Harendra Singh
Bhadauria.   
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The Bishnoi community has
thanked the Election

Commission for deferring the
Haryana Assembly poll date to
October 5 from October 1 in
view of the centuries-old festi-
val of the community. The rul-
ing BJP has also welcomed the
Election Commission’s deci-
sion.
The EC on Saturday deferred
the Haryana Assembly poll
date, saying the decision was
taken keeping in mind the
Bishnoi community’s festival.
Som Prakash Bishnoi, Akhil
Bhartiya Bishnoi Mahasabha’s
Vice President, said the entire
community thanks the Election
Commission for its decision to
defer the poll date.

Lakhs of members of the
Bishnoi community take part in
the festival and it takes 15-20
days to organise it, he said.
“Earlier, we were worried what
if people (Bishnoi community)
cannot vote as they would be
travelling or if they are not able
to take part in the event too.
Now, with the new poll date,
our problem has been solved
and we thank the EC for this,”
he said.
Before the revision of the date,
the Haryana polls were to be
held along with the third and
last phase of the Jammu and

Kashmir elections.The deci-
sion to postpone the Haryana
elections has been taken to
honour both the voting rights
and traditions of the Bishnoi
community which has upheld
a 300-400-year-old practice in
remembrance of their Guru
Jambheshwar, the EC said on
Saturday.
It said it had received a repre-
sentation from the National
President of the All India
Bishnoi Mahasabha, Bikaner,
Rajasthan for rescheduling the
Haryana Assembly polls.
Generations of families from
Punjab, Rajasthan and Haryana
visit their native village Mukam
in Rajasthan on ‘amavas’ in the
month of ‘Asoj’ for the annual
festival in Bikaner in memory
of Guru Jambheshwar, accord-
ing to the EC.
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Air Marshal Tejinder Singh
took over as Deputy Chief

of the Air Staff (DCAS) of the
Indian Air Force, at Air
Headquarters (Vayu Bhawan),
here on Sunday. After assump-
tion of his new appointment,
the Air Marshal paid homage
to the brave hearts who gave
the supreme sacrifice, by lay-
ing wreath at the National
War Memorial, New Delhi.
An alumnus of the National
Defence Academy(NDA), Air
Marshal Tejinder was com-
missioned in the fighter stream
of the IAF on 13 June 1987. He
is a Category ‘A’ Qualified
Flying Instructor with over
4,500 hours of flying, an alum-
nus of Defence Service Staff
College and National Defence
College.
He has commanded a Fighter
Squadron, a Radar Station, a
premier Fighter Base and was
Air Officer Commanding,
Jammu and Kashmir. His var-
ied staff appointments include
Operational Staff at a
Command HQ, Air
Commodore (Personnel
Officers-1) at Air HQ, Deputy
Assistant Chief of Integrated
Defence Staff,  Financial
(Planning) at HQ IDS, Air
Commodore (Aerospace
Safety), Assistant Chief of Air
Staff Operations (Offensive)
and ACAS Ops (Strategy) at
Air HQ. Prior to his present
appointment, he was the
Senior Air Staff Officer,
Headquarter Eastern Air
Command of IAF at Shillong,
Meghalaya.
In recognition of his meritori-
ous services, he was awarded
the Vayu Sena Medal in 2007
and Ati Vishist Seva Medal in
2022.
In another appointment, Air
Marshal Ashutosh Dixit
assumed the appointment of
Air Officer Commanding-in-
Chief of Central Air
Command on Sunday.
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Ateam led by a former ISRO sci-
entist Rakesh Aggarwal has

developed cost-effective green effi-
cient GARV (Guided Airflow
Rotational Vortex) technology in
wind sector, offering a promising
solution to support India’s ambi-
tious targets for Carbon Net Zero
by 2070.
Validated by BITS, Goa, this
groundbreaking technology based
on ‘drag cum lift wind turbine’ con-
cept is patented in several major
jurisdictions, including India, the
US, Australia, Russia, New Zealand,

and European countries.
Talking about its key features,
Aggarwal explained the technolo-
gy utilises a unique design that cre-
ates a rotational vortex effect, which
significantly increases the amount
of wind energy captured by the tur-
bine blades. This results in a high-
er conversion rate of wind energy
into electrical power when com-
pared to the conventional turbines.
“It achieves this by optimising air-
flow and reducing the wear and tear
on turbine components, leading to
lower maintenance costs and a
longer lifespan,” said the senior sci-
entist, an expert in electric and con-

trol designs.
Aggarwal noted that it took him 3-
4 years to develop the technology,
which he feels can be a game
changer in the green sector as it can
adapt to various wind speeds
“These GARV turbines are capable
of operating efficiently across a wide
range of wind speeds, from low to
very high. 
This adaptability ensures consistent
energy generation even in areas
with fluctuating wind conditions.”
Similar to other innovations in
green technology, GARV wind tur-
bines developed under the umbrel-
la of TDR Foundation, a non-prof-

it organisation can be fabricated and
installed locally, reducing trans-
portation costs and supporting
local manufacturing industries.
“A unique feature of this wind tur-
bine technology is its adaptability—
it can be fabricated and installed
directly at the site and can handle
a range of capacities from a few
kilowatts to several megawatts. 
The system optimis es drag force
into torque, enabling it to generate
electricity from very low wind
speeds to speeds exceeding 200
km/h,” said Aggarwal.
He said the turbines can generate
electricity from wind speeds of a

few kilometres per hour to above
200 kilometres per hour and has the
capacity to meet the energy needs
of India and other countries with
cheap green energy making fossil
fuels irrelevant.  
Its innovative approach and cost
advantages make it a potential
game-changer in the wind energy
sector, offering economically viable
alternative to conventional energy
sources, said Agarwal, reflecting on
his childhood dream of developing
an indigenous concept, which also
aligns with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of ‘Made in
India’ and ‘Go local Go Vocal.’
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India currently hosts around
10 million foreign tourists

annually, the ambitious goal is
to increase this number to 100
million during the ‘Amrit Kaal’
period, said Mugdha Sinha,
Director General of the
Tourism Ministry here. In this
regard she enlisted various
measures being implemented
to attract more international
visitors and boost the inbound
tourism sector. Amrit Kaal is
the Prime Minister’s vision
2047 for ‘New India’ .
Majorly, the focus is on how
the tourism industry, private
and the Government sector
can collaborate effectively.
Efforts are also being made to

encourage repeat visits by for-
eign tourists, said the new DG
of the Tourism Ministry while
talking to reporters here at the
conclusion of the three-day
BLTM 2024 event.
On the occasion,
Uttarakhand’s Tourism
Minister Satpal Maharaj stat-
ed that tourism in India is
expanding rapidly. “The world
is opening its doors to Indian
travelers and that increased

tourism will generate more
employment opportunities for
locals.” He emphasised the
connection between local
crafts and travel-tourism.
Sanjeev Agarwal, founder and
CEO of Fairfest Media
Limited, the organizers of the
expo, pointed out that to fur-
ther strengthen the tourism
sector, the country’s railway
network needs to be improved.
He pointed out that India has
a vast railway network that
requires enhancement.
According to estimates, India’s
MICE (Meetings, Incentives,
Conferences, and Exhibitions)
tourism market is expected to
grow at a CAGR of 6 per cent
between 2024 and 2029,
reflecting the increasing sig-
nificance of MICE in the

tourism industry.
The Indian Exhibition
Industry Association noted
that the value of this industry
was USD709 million in 2019
and is projected to reach
USD1.283 billion by 2025,
growing at a CAGR of 10.25
per cent.
On the occasion, Jyoti Mayal,
President of the Travel Agents
Association of India (TAAI),
emphasised the pivotal role of
India’s travel and tourism
industry in the Nation’s econ-
omy.“The industry contributes
10 per cent to the GDP and
generates approximately USD
78 billion annually. By 2029, it
is expected to create 53 million
jobs and attract 30.5 million
travelers, highlighting its sub-
stantial growth potential. 
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Months after the National
Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) issued a
notice to the Centre regarding
allegations of “anti-labour prac-
tices” at an Amazon India
warehouse in Manesar,
Haryana, Union Labour and
Employment Minister Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya has
announced that the
Government is exploring ways
to extend social security cov-
erage for those serving in the
sector.
Gig workers, who take on
short-term or project-based
jobs often for multiple clients
rather than being employed by
a single company, will be reg-
istered on the eShram Portal to
facilitate the implementation of
these social security measures,
said the Minister at a review
meeting here.
Dr Mandaviya emphasised the
development of a comprehen-
sive strategy to ensure these
workers receive the social secu-
rity benefits they are entitled to.
The Minister also highlighted
that companies employing gig
and platform workers will be
encouraged to lead this regis-
tration effort. An online win-
dow will be provided for aggre-
gators to streamline the regis-
tration process. He under-
scored the significance of the
Code on Social Security, which
marks the first formal recog-
nition of gig and platform
workers in India. This step aims
to acknowledge and formalise
their roles within the economy.

The Union Labour and
Employment move comes close

on the heels of the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) suo moto cognizance
taken in June  when it launched
an investigation into human
rights violations of the gig
workers at an Amazon ware-
house in Haryana, where even
basic amenities like restrooms
were reportedly missing. The
NHRC also demanded answers
from the Central Labour
Ministry.
Labour associations have
accused five warehouses in
and around Manesar of violat-
ing regulations under the
Factories Act, 1948. These
cases highlight the broader
issue of gig workers’ exploita-
tion by the companies that
employ them.
According to NITI Aayog, the
number of gig workers could
expand to 23.5 million by
2029–30 from the 7.7 million
they are at now. The lack of
robust legislation addressing
new forms of labor, particularly
gig and platform work, affects
workers, especially women,
who often struggle to maintain
a living wage and stay in the
workforce.
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Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud on Sunday

said the fact that only 6.7 per
cent court infrastructure at the
district level is female-friend-
ly needs to be changed.
Speaking at the ‘National
Conference of the District
Judiciary’, Chandrachud said
it should be ensured that
courts provide safe and
accommodating environment
for all members of society.
“We must without any ques-
tion, change the fact that only
6.7 per cent of our court
infrastructure at the district
level is female-friendly. Is this
acceptable today in a nation
where at the basic level of
recruitment in some States
over 60 or 70 per cent of the
recruits are women? 
Our focus areas are on
increasing accessibility mea-
sures which can be under-

stood by carrying out infra-
structural audits.
“Opening in-court medical
facilities, creches and techno-
logical projects like e-seva
Kendras and video confer-
encing devices. These endeav-
ours aim to increase access to
justice. 
“Axiomatically, we must also

ensure that our courts provide
a safe and accommodating
environment for all members
of our society, particularly
for groups such as women and
other vulnerable groups such
as persons with disability,
members of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
and people across the socio-

economic landscape,” the CJI
said.
Chandrachud said with the
increasing number of women
coming into the judiciary, the
biases which we may unwit-
tingly have towards our col-
leagues at the bar and the
bench must be confronted.
He also disclosed that at the
recently concluded the first-
ever National Lok Adalat,
almost 1,000 cases were dis-
posed of amicably within five
working days. The two-day
function was organised by
the Supreme Court.
President Droupadi Murmu
delivered the valedictory
address and also unveiled the
flag and insignia of the
Supreme Court, a statement
issued by the apex Court said
on Friday.
Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal and Justice
Surya Kant also addressed
the gathering. 
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Amid strident criticism of the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill by some major Muslim

bodies, the BJP’s ‘Minority Morcha’ will rally
counterviews in support of reforms in Waqf
boards and seek suggestions on the law to pre-
sent it to the parliamentary committee exam-
ining the Bill.
Sources said a team of seven BJP members,
including State Waqf Board chairpersons, will
elicit views of the minority community across
the country and assuage their concerns on a
host of issues.
“We will convey to the committee every point
of view. If there is any concern on any aspect
of the Bill, we will express it as well. But the

need for reforms in Waqf boards is felt by the
community everywhere,” a BJP leader claimed.
They Minority Morcha will share the report
with the BJP leadership and the parliamentary
panel headed by veteran party MP Jagdambika
Pal.
The committee members include Shadab
Shams, Sanwar Patel and Mohsin Lokhandwala,
who head the boards in Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat, and Haryana Waqf
Board administrator Zakir Hussain among oth-
ers.
The issue was also flagged in a last week meet-
ing of the Minority Morcha at the BJP head-
quarters here.
The party leadership, sources said, told the
Morcha head Jamal Siddiqui to reach out to
Muslims across the country to make a case for
reforms in the Waqf Act so that Waqf boards
functioning could be made more accountable
and transparent. The Morcha was also asked
to seek suggestions and assurance the com-
munity’s concerns.
Major Muslim bodies like Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind
and All India Muslim Personal Law Board have
been galvanising opinion against the proposed
Bill, alleging that it is against their religious
practices and violates the Constitution.
BJP leaders said the government had started
working on the bill during its second term and
has spoken to a number of stakeholders.
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The Ministry of Home
Affairs has constituted an

inter-ministerial team to
assess the damage caused by
rainfall and floods in Gujarat.
The team will shortly visit the
flood-affected districts of
Gujarat, which was hit by
heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall between August 25
and 30 caused by a deep
depression formed over
R ajasthan and Gujarat ,
according to an official state-
ment. At least 25 people have
died in rain-related incidents
across the State on August 26
and 27. 
The statement said the MHA
has constituted an inter-min-
isterial central team (IMCT)
led by the executive director,
the National Institute of
Disaster  Management
(NIDM), to assess the dam-
age caused by rainfall and
floods in Gujarat, the state-
ment said.
Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan were also affected
by heavy to very heavy rain-
fall. Multiple spells of heavy
rains, cloudbursts and land-
slides have caused extensive
damage in Himachal Pradesh
this year. 
The MHA is in touch with
senior officers of these states,
and will depute IMCT there
as well, if the severe damages
are reported by them, the
statement said.
During this monsoon, some
other states have been affect-
ed by heavy rainfall, floods,
cloudbursts and landslides.
Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi,  the Centra l
Government is fully com-
mitted to providing all pos-
sible help to affected states,
the statement said.
As per the decision taken by
the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, in August 2019,
the MHA, this year, consti-
tuted IMCTs which have vis-
ited flood and landslides-
affected States of Assam,
Kerala, Mizoram, and Tripura
in advance for on-spot assess-
ment of the damage without
waiting for their memoran-
dum.
The IMCT for Nagaland has
also been constituted, which
will visit the affected areas of
the state shortly.

�������	
�������
���	�����

�


��	�������
�����
�����
����������

����� ���
����

The Kerala Government has
sought a Rs 2,000 crore

relief package from the Centre
for the unprecedented devas-
tation that occurred in
Wayanad recently and is hope-
ful of getting “good assistance”,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said here.
He also dismissed as “not prag-
matic” the recommendations
made by the Madhav Gadgil
and Kasturirangan commit-
tees on ecologically sensitive
areas of the Western Ghats, say-
ing the panels did not consid-
er the societal expectations
and ground realities in his
state.
Speaking to PTI this weekend
during an interview on the
Wayanad landslides, the chief
minister said the State
Government has decided to
construct new townships for
the families of the victims and
the survivors of the unprece-
dented devastation “within a
year” and these dwellings
would be “climate-resilient and
sustainable”.
Vijayan said the State sought a
disaster relief package of about
Rs 2,000 crore from the Centre
when he recently met with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in Delhi.
The PM was “very positive” on
the issue and the state was
hopeful of getting “good assis-
tance” from the Union
Government, he added.
The Chief Minister said the
funds were expected to be

released after a central team
submitted a report to the Union
Government. Vijayan added
that categorising the Wayanad
landslides as a “national or
severe calamity” would enable
all parliamentarians to donate
Rs 1 crore each to the Kerala
relief fund, otherwise only the
local MPs will be able to do so.
“If this disaster is included in
that (national or severe calami-
ty) category, we will get good
assistance. It will create a good
atmosphere for reconstruc-
tion,” he told the news agency.
The 79-year-old veteran
Marxist politician said the July
30 disaster that wiped off large
tracts of three villages --
Punchirimattam, Chooralmala
and Mundakkai -- apart from
some areas of Attamala in
Wayanad has “shaken the lives
of our people, leaving those
affected with unimaginable
trauma and concerns about
their future”.
“The recent landslide in
Chooralmala village has caused
unprecedented devastation. I
would like to assure that our

Government’s primary objec-
tive is to provide a compre-
hensive rehabilitation package
to the survivors.
“We are committed to provid-
ing the best possible rehabili-
tation package to the survivors,
in line with the Kerala model
of development with its people-
centric approach,” he said.
Vijayan recently said during an
all-party meeting that the
Wayanad survivors would be
housed in one or two town-
ships which will have single-
storey houses of about 1,000
square feet in size with the
option to expand to two storeys
in the future.
“Our priority is to ensure that
families who lost their homes
in the landslides have a safe and
secure place to reside. The
construction of the townships
is expected to be completed
within a year,” he told PTI.
On the recommendations
made by the Madhav Gadgil
and Kasturirangan commit-
tees on handling the fragile and
ecologically sensitive areas
along the Western Ghats,

Vijayan said these reports were
“not fully accepted by the enti-
ties that commissioned them.”
This highlights the fact, he said,
that “much of the recommen-
dations in these reports were
not pragmatic and did not
consider societal aspirations
and ground realities”.
“At least some parts of the
reports did not consider
humans dwelling in ecologi-
cally fragile zones for cen-
turies as part of the ecosystem,”
the chief minister added.
He also underlined that “small
and marginal” farmers cannot
be equated with rich realtors,
planters or miners occupying
similar terrains. “There was no
such differentiation in these
reports, which is why many
States were forced to com-
pletely disregard them,” Vijayan
said.
He added that it was also “not
desirable” for his Government
to take a position in a “hasty
manner” without “adequately”
studying the draft Ecologically
Sensitive Area (ESA) notifica-
tion issued by the Centre
recently.
The notification issued on July
31 seeks to declare over 56,800
square kilometres of the
Western Ghats across six States,
including 13 villages in Kerala’s
landslide-hit Wayanad, as an
Ecologically Sensitive Area
(ESA). It invited suggestions
and objections within 60 days.
“We have to wait to hear from
the local self-Governments and
eventually take an informed
decision on it. 
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The recent meeting
between former LJP
MPs Pashupati Paras

and Prince Paswan with Amit
Shah has significantly elevat-
ed Chirag Paswan's political
profile. Despite this boost,
Chirag Paswan's statements
during the last parliamentary
session have left many
observers puzzled, as he
voiced positions that often
contradicted those of the BJP.
Issues such as the creamy
layer in reservations, lateral
appointments, and the Waqf
Board Amendment Act 2024
saw Chirag taking stances
that directly opposed the
BJP’s views. 
In response, Pashupati Paras
and Prince Paswan met with
BJP leader Amit Shah. During
these discussions, Chirag
Paswan reportedly expressed
concerns about his party's
struggles to his uncle,
Pashupati Paras. Political
insiders suggest that this inter-
action was part of a broader
BJP strategy, with Amit Shah
subtly indicating that neither
Pashupati Paras nor Prince
Paswan are beyond his influ-
ence. Additionally, MPs affil-
iated with the LJP family
have begun issuing clarifica-
tions, while RJD MLA

Mukesh Roshan has alleged
that the BJP is targeting LJP
R MPs. Furthermore, three
MPs from Chirag Paswan's
party are reportedly in com-
munication with senior BJP
leaders.
The BJP is known for its
strategic patience, gradually
consolidating its position.
This approach saw Pashupati
Paras receiving assurances
during the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, and the Rajya Sabha
seat was subsequently occu-
pied by Upendra Kushwaha.
Pashupati Paras is now bank-
ing on the upcoming 2025
assembly elections, under-
standing that neither the BJP
nor the JDU are likely to allo-
cate him separate seat shares.
Consequently, both Pashupati
Paras and Chirag Paswan
may need to share assembly
seats within the NDA’s seat-
sharing framework, potential-
ly alleviating BJP’s concerns.

However, the emergence of
the Rashtriya Lok Janshakti
Party (RLP) poses a threat to
the NDA, particularly as it
fields candidates against NDA
allies like Chirag Paswan's
party. 
This increases the likelihood
of vote splitting, whether it
results in a reduction or redis-
tribution of votes. Within the
RJD, Ram Vilas Paswan's
son-in-law, Anil Kumar
Sadhu, has been vocally crit-
ical of Chirag Paswan. Should
Pashupati Paras align with the
India Alliance, internal con-
flicts could escalate, with fig-
ures like Sunny Paswan from
Congress already preparing to
oppose Chirag.
Former Samastipur MP
Prince Paswan could also
emerge as a significant polit-
ical challenger to Chirag
Paswan. Despite these ten-
sions, Pashupati Paras has
publicly expressed a willing-
ness to mend relations with
his nephew, stating that famil-
ial bonds could overcome
political differences. In media
statements, he emphasized
that “blood is blood,” indicat-
ing his desire to reconcile with
Chirag Paswan. 
Pashupati has communicated
his intentions to the NDA

leadership, aiming to thaw the
strained relationship.
Nevertheless, Chirag Paswan
has accused Pashupati Paras
of previously undermining
the LJP by breaking away MPs
and seizing party offices
established by their father,
Ram Vilas Paswan, thereby
betraying the family. Despite
these accusations, Pashupati
Paras now appears to be seek-
ing reconciliation.
This scenario may reflect the
BJP's damage control efforts
or a strategic policy shift
aimed at balancing the fac-
tions within the LJP. The BJP
aims to prevent the LJP from
splitting into the Rashtriya
Lok Janshakti and LJP (R) fac-
tions. During the Lok Sabha
elections, Pashupati Paras was
a target of BJP's strategies.
The Paras faction suffered
losses during the Lok Sabha
elections, losing both MPs
and Union Minister posi-
tions. When they sought a
seat allocation for Sunil
Pandey in a by-election, the
BJP appropriated their candi-
date.  LJP remains caught in
a predicament of political
uncertainty.

(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)
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etables, grains, meat, fish and skimmed
milk  are invariable components of a
healthy food intake for supply of ener-
gy, protein, vitamin and minerals among
others. Right from childhood, the sig-
nificance of balanced nutrition has
been unequivocally underscored by
doctors and nutritionists. 
Plenty of crippling diseases and lifestyle
disorders may be prevented by a bal-
anced, nutritious diet.  Smart eating from
the start can act as immunity booster.  It
is more important to know what not to
eat than what to eat.  It is said that junk
food can satisfy for an hour but good
food can do so for life. However, poor
economic status can turn all nutrition
plans topsy turvy. The governments
should encompass all sections to foster
a healthy society.  The "National
Nutrition Week" is observed annually
from September 1 to 7 since 1982.

Ganapathi Bhat |Akola
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Madam —  The apology expressed by
the PM Narendra Modi over the collapse

of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj statue in
Maharashtra suggests the lapses by the
authorities in ensuring the quality of the
construction. The 35-foot statue,
unveiled with fanfare by Modi himself
less than a year ago, lies in ruins, a vic-
tim of rusted nuts and bolts. This mon-
umental blunder is not merely a case of
shoddy workmanship; it is emblematic
of the rot that has set in at the core of
the government’s projects. 
The contractor, conveniently linked to
those in power, stands accused of col-
lusion, fraud and endangering public
safety, while the government scrambles
to shift the blame onto anything but its
own negligence. The steel used in the
statue had already begun to rust; yet,
despite repeated warnings, no action was
taken. The bigger issue beneath the sur-
face lies a pattern of cutting corners,
favouritism and a blatant disregard for
quality and accountability.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru
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Madam —  It was Prajwal Revanna (EX
PM Deve Gowda’s grand son) a few
months’s back in the news for exploit-
ing women in his home town in
Karnataka for satisfying his sexual needs
and it is now the Senior artistes and tech-
nicians of Malayalam Film industry
exploiting the weaker sex.Several such
news involving netas from other parts
of India are frequent.When such lead-
ers take law in to their hands and involve
in crimes the law administration agen-
cies are also silenced by the power
acquired through position, money and
family influence.
The victims are forced into silence to
protect themselves.In rare cases  the mat-
ter reaches the court also despite all their
influence very rarely the perpetrator gets
conviction as the witnesses as required
by the law turn hostile for fear of their
lives.As the saying reads”Yatha raja
thatha praja”(Artha sastra-267)(Subjects
follow their King)individuals consider
women as soft targets and involves in
acts of crime and in cases only where the
victim acts boldly and complains the
perpetrator gets the punishment and in
rest of the cases victims remain so.
It is incumbent upon on the leaders of
the political party or the head of the
institution to ensure strict moral conduct
is maintained by their members.The
wrong doers must be kicked out imme-
diately and ostracized.Other consider-
ations should not blunt their decision in
matters such as these.

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai
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Madam— A healthy mind cannot exist
without a healthy body, and the reverse,
too, holds true. People from different
walks of life are oblivious to the thin line
of differentiation between overeating
and healthy eating.  Intake of essential
nutrients  in adequate proportion is an
art. Everyone should know that both
undernutrition and overnutrition can be
an individual's death knell. Fruits, veg-

$ � $ � � � &  
 � � $ � � �  # �

55562��"31�$�..&6/$'
!�"�#��$%"�&'(����)����� �B �	��
���������� �B ��*+�, �&%"�&'(����)����� '

�������	
	����� 
	���������	��	����

��

����������������#�!����9
�����8��+=�+4��8>53���,7+3�

� !���

 ��$�����!����������������	����'���������'�  () �
��
	" ������
�
# ��	

�����$�������������*
$��:��36;����
�������#	���

	������	�$���$�<���	����
��	��������������������=4;

struck my mind was the scarci-
ty of good leaders or speakers
in the Opposition benches. K
C Venugopal, as of date, the
strongest leader in the
Congress after the Gandhi
clan, made a “bloomer” when
he charged that the last ten
years of Modi rule saw 2.5 lakh
persons getting killed in train
accidents across the country.
Though Jagadambika Pal, a
Congress turncoat occupying
the chair asked him to check
the facts, the Kerala Chanakya
( as KC is addressed by his fol-
lowers) stood his ground and
reiterated that more than 2.5
lakh had perished in train
mishaps during the last ten
years. A senior railway official
had a hearty laugh when asked
about the charge made by the
Congress leader.
Many members of the Lok
Sabha are not competent to
occupy the treasury or oppo-
sition benches. Thol
Thirumavalavan, of the VCK,
a Dalit outfit, blamed the
Center for the recent hooch
tragedy in Tamil Nadu’s
Kallakurichi which claimed
63 innocent lives. 
Had Thirumavalavan spent
at least 15 minutes of his time
reading the Constitution of
India presented to him by
Rahul Gandhi, he would not
have made this blunder. The

manufacture, distribution and
sale of liquor is the exclusive
prerogative of the State govern-
ments under the seventh
schedule of the Constitution.
When one comes to the House
to deliver an important speech
like thanking the president for
the address to the joint session
of both Houses, one has to do
some homework.
Gumma Tanuja Rani, a tribal
leader representing Araku
constituency in Andhra
Pradesh was a major relief. She
spoke from the bottom of her
heart about the inadequacies in
the education system for trib-
als in her constituency. The
absence of good teachers costs
the tribal students quality edu-
cation. India, which has dozens
of communication satellites
of its own could dedicate one
or two transponders for edu-
cating the tribal teachers mak-
ing use of the quality teachers
available in the country. _
The words of representatives
like Tanuja Rani should not be
confined in the records of the
House. The ministers of sci-
ence and technology and
human resources development
should sit with the ISRO chair-
man and work out an action
program to launch tribal
schools through our satellites.
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring,
a Congress MP from Punjab,

spoke about the eternal pain of
farmers in his State as well as
the rest of the country. 
This is proof of how our min-
isters in charge of agriculture
failed to resolve the hardship
faced by the farming commu-
nity. 
Wherever one goes in India,
the farmers wail over their dif-
ficulties in getting water for
irrigation, bank loans and of
course the lack of marketing
facilities. 
A research scholar may be able
to get a PhD for his thesis on
how the politicians succeed in
keeping the farmers in perpet-
ual poverty and how they are
forced to resort to extreme
steps. Period.
Discussing an inconsequential
comment made by the Leader
of the Opposition about
Sanatan Dharma is a waste of
time. The ruling party should
understand that he has to
make some statements to stay
relevant. There are three kinds
of people in the world, accord-
ing to Shiv Khera, a manage-
ment guru. Those who make
things happen, those who
watch things happen and those
who wonder what happened.
Our LOP does not belong to
the first two categories!

(The writer is special corre-
spondent with The Pioneer;

views are personal)
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The saying parliament is
the temple of democ-
racy has become a
cliché phrase. Still, it is
heard across the world

where democracy is in vogue. In
India, even the Communists,
Dravidians and even Maoists use
this term despite their national-
ist views. The functioning of a
nation’s parliament symbolizes its
civility. No doubt, the names of
Benjamin Disraeli, who served
twice as Prime Minister of Britain
and William Gladstone, who had
a 12-year term as Prime Minister
(spread over four non-consecu-
tive terms) are two names stu-
dents of political science would
never forget.
Disraeli was premier during 1868
and 1874-1880 and served as
leader of the opposition.
Gladstone was his contemporary
and both were known for their
tongue-in-the-cheek retorts.
Though the verbal duels at times
crossed all levels of parliamentary
decorum, both the parties they
headed (Conservatives and Labor
Party) never had any issues with
their style of exchange of words.
“If Gladstone fell into the Thames,
that would be a misfortune. But
if anyone pulled him out, that I
suppose would be a calamity,”
Disraeli reportedly told the
Parliament once. 
Similarly, Gladstone was named
as GOM (Grand Old Man ) of
British politics and Disraeli said
that GOM stood for God’s Only
Mistake.
India, described as the world’s
biggest democracy has its colour-
ful past. The likes of Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee, Mahavir Tyagi
and Piloo Modi are some of the
names that come to mind while
thinking of the Indian parliament. 
The debates and discussions fea-
turing them remain eternal clas-
sics in the annals of the country’s
parliamentary democracy. Those
were the days when Television
and live telecasting of proceedings
of the House were unheard of.
Not any more. The proceedings
of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha are
being aired live by the LSTV and
RSTV.
After watching the Lok Sabha
debate on the motion of thanks
to the President’s address to the
joint session of the Houses, what
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Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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While showcasing the
rich heritage of
Islamic literature,

culture, art, and traditions,
the India Islamic Cultural
Centre (IICC) must also fos-
ter a culture of debate, dis-
cussion, and dialogue. This
can be achieved by organiz-
ing conferences and semi-
nars on crucial issues such as
democracy, human rights,
justice, peace, and global
affairs.
The Centre should present a
gentle and progressive face
of Islam to our fellow citi-
zens, countering media-gen-
erated stereotypes through
engagement and cross-cul-
tural interactions. This can
be facilitated by hosting lec-
tures and seminars led by
renowned Islamic scholars.

In this context, I offer a few
suggestions for the considera
tion of the new IICC leader-
ship. While maintaining an
apolitical stance, the IICC
could engage in research
and documentation on con-
temporary issues through
fellowships. Additionally, it
should enhance its modest
library into a comprehensive
resource center for refer-
ence, research, and docu-

mentation.
The IICC must also regular-
ly publish reports and
monographs on current
issues affecting the commu-
nity. There is an urgent need
to add a small academic
block to the building, pro-
viding a co-working space
for authors and writers to
interact.
A significant issue within the
Muslim community has
been the breakdown of com-
munication with other com-
munities. The Centre should
actively engage with civil
society groups and the
media to cultivate healthy
relationships and dispel mis-
conceptions. Special empha-
sis should be placed on
involving women from the
community in the Centre’s

activities, exposing them to
an open, liberal, and pro-
gressive environment.
The Centre can also advo-
cate for much-needed
reforms in Muslim society
through dialogue and dis-
cussion, involving the
Muslim clergy. By doing so,
the IICC can become a seri-
ous hub for advocacy,

reform, and the promotion
of moderation and cultural
exchange. It should broaden
its scope by involving a larg-
er section of the communi-
ty, not relying solely on
financially resourceful mem-
bers.
The IICC is not intended to
be a center for coaching
and career counseling, but

rather a space for intellectu-
al discussions, cultural and
artistic events, akin to its
neighboring institutions like
the India International
Centre (IIC) and the India
Habitat Centre (IHC).
There is no better person
than Mr. Salman Khursheed
to lay the foundation for this
transformation during his
tenure. With his visionary
leadership and persuasive
skills, he is expected to leave
a lasting impact by establish-
ing a strong visionary and
regulatory institutional
framework for future gener-
ations.
There will undoubtedly be
resistance from influential
members who have treated
the IICC as a social club for
networking. However, Mr.

Khursheed, a charismatic
and widely respected figure,
has the capacity to lead
effectively and develop the
Centre into a progressive,
representative, and respon-
sible space that showcases
the rich and ever-evolving
Islamic culture—especially
in a rapidly changing geopo-
litical environment, both
locally and globally. We will
see how things unfold for the
Centre in the coming days.
In conclusion, the India
Islamic Cultural Centre
(IICC) stands at a pivotal
juncture, poised to redefine
its role as a beacon of intel-
lectual discourse, cultural
exchange,  and societal
reform. Under the leader-
ship of Mr. Salman
Khursheed, the Centre has

the potential to transform
into a progressive and inclu-
sive institution that not only
preserves the rich heritage of
Islamic culture but also fos-
ters a spirit of dialogue and
engagement. As the IICC
embraces this visionary
path, it could become a
model for moderation,
diversity, and meaningful
community interaction,
impacting both the Muslim
community and the broad-
er society positively.

(The author is an alumnus
of Hindu College, Delhi

University and has been
associated with the Centre

for Policy Research, IIM
Lucknow, University of

Delhi South Campus, and
Jamia Millia Islamia, New
Delhi; views are personal)
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non-Muslim minorities from
neighbouring countries, though
it created considerable disquiet in
Bangladesh. 
Likewise, she chose not to make
a fuss over the controversial
National Register of Citizens in
Assam, which was seen as target-
ing illegal Bangladeshi immi-
grants. For sure, India’s ruling
party’s hyper-nationalism does
not help the country’s cause in its
neighbourhood either, especial-
ly in Muslim-majority
Bangladesh and the Maldives.
Moreover, India’s propensity to
openly back a particular regime
often works to its detriment. It
leaves not only the government of
the day open to charges of being
India's lackey but equally helps
the Opposition there fuel anti-
India sentiments. In Bangladesh
where the Opposition had briefly
initiated an ‘India Out’ cam-
paign, India will face an uphill
task in building ties with the new
government once elections are
held. Likewise in the Maldives,
the Opposition had launched an
‘India Out’ campaign, which
helped propel current President
Mohamed Muizzu and his party
to power. 
Along with its required develop-
ment initiatives, India threw its
entire weight behind Muizzu’s
predecessor, Ibu Solih and his
Maldivian Democratic Party, but
failed to see him win a second
term. Given these experiences,
It’s time India extended support
to its neighbours in a more dis-
creet and calibrated manner
instead of being seen as an
emperor doling out largesse to
subjects. India may like to be seen
as a close friend, benefactor and
net security provider in the

Subcontinent and the Indian
Ocean Region, and it does do a
lot for all this, but there is a
marked shift in how it is now per-
ceived.
For one, neither the polity nor the
people of these nations want to be
seen as mere appendages of a big
neighbour even though their
countries seem inevitably tied
with India owing to their geo-
graphical location. 
Second, small as they may be,
there is a growing assertion of
national identity and sovereign-
ty among them. Third, they know
that India isn’t the only big power
they can turn to for financial and
other assistance. 
China, with far greater financial
muscle, after all, is only too
happy to step in. Indeed, with
China’s expanding footprint in
the Subcontinent and beyond,
India has considerably stepped up
its financial assistance for infra-
structure projects and sought to
forge strong economic linkages
and trading ties with its neigh-
bours, among other things. It has
also sought to be the ‘first respon-
der’ when they require humani-
tarian assistance and disaster
relief. Even so, those days when
India was seen as the sole
provider for its smaller neigh-
bours are long gone. In Nepal, the
Kalapani border dispute was
drummed up as a sovereignty
issue by then Prime Minister K P
Sharma Oli to rally public sup-
port for his government. Oli
even altered Nepal’s map to show
the disputed area as part of
Nepal. 
New Delhi could have simply pre-
vented matters from escalating by
holding a meeting at the foreign
secretary level as was demanded

by Kathmandu to discuss the ter-
ritorial dispute. But India looked
the other way instead of address-
ing Nepal’s  concerns.
Consequently, Kalapani remains
a major irritant in the relation-
ship. India did something simi-
lar with the Eminent Persons
Group (EPG) report prepared
jointly by a team of experts from
the two countries, with one of its
mandates being to review the
Nepal-India Friendship Treaty
of 1950 that Kathmandu wants
revised in keeping with present
times. 
It’s been ready since 2018 but has
been given a quiet burial by New
Delhi even though Kathmandu
had been pressing that its findings
be made public. In Sri Lanka
too, India’s fortunes change with
the change of guard. The going
was difficult with the Rajapaksas
in power, though India now
appears to have regained some
lost ground after it provided the
island nation with loans after its
economy was badly hit during the
pandemic. 
However, this does not mean that
India will enjoy the goodwill of
all political parties there for all
times to come, given that rela-
tionships in the neighbourhood
appear to have acquired a trans-
actional character. Going for-
ward, India will do well to not put
all its eggs in one basket and seek
to engage more vigorously with
parties across the political spec-
trum in its neighbourhood, while
continuing to help the countries
with financial and other assis-
tance. It should come across as a
benevolent friend, not be per-
ceived as an overbearing bully.

(The writer is a senior journal-
ist; views are personal)

Ironical as it might seem, despite a
vigorous pursuit  of  a
‘Neighbourhood First’ policy in
tune with its strategic imperatives,
India has floundered to build last-

ing and steady bilateral relations with
countries in its backyard. The pendulum
of India’s fortunes continues to swing up
and down with regime changes in the
neighbourhood.
Despite intense diplomatic engagements
and regular outreach at the highest polit-
ical levels in its neighbourhood, India
often finds itself out in the cold each time
a party or leadership not so inclined
towards it sweeps to power. Nepal, Sri
Lanka,  the Maldives and even
Afghanistan are cases in point. And now,
with the ignominious exit of the Awami
League’s Sheikh Hasina as the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh, India has lost the
only loyal and steadfast friend it had in
the neighbourhood for over a decade.
Indeed, so heavily was New Delhi invest-
ed in Sheikh Hasina’s prime ministership
that it was even accused of interfering in
the country’s elections to favour her when
she won a fourth consecutive term this
January. 
If her ouster took Sheikh Hasina by sur-
prise, it also caught New Delhi complete-
ly unawares. India was blindsided, even
though the Sheikh Hasina government
was being accused of increasing author-
itarianism and a ruthless decimation of
the Opposition with backsliding of
democracy. New Delhi saw no reason to
complain with Sheikh Hasina delivering
on what it wanted — connectivity, crack-
down on north-east insurgents sheltering
in Bangladesh, not making too much
noise about the unfulfilled Teesta waters
agreement and keeping India’s interests
in mind while building ties with China.
Under Sheikh Hasina, the cordial bilat-
eral ties were not impacted even when the
Indian government brought in the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, which
fast-tracks citizenship for persecuted
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The Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) singled out

the ruling BJP in the state and
at the Centre for a vicious
attack over the collapse of the
35-tall statue of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj on Sunday, as
it took out morcha from
Hutatma Chowk to Gateway
of India for “insulting” great
Maratha king and indulging in
“corruption” over his name.
A large number of workers
from the three constituents of
the MVA – Congress, NCP
and Shiv Sena –  had turned
out for the "Jode Maro" mor-
cha organised to protest
against the manner in which
the imposing statue of
Chhatrapati Shivaji crashed
at Malvan’s Rajkot fort in

Sindhudurg district on August
26.The morcha was led by
NCP (SP) supremo Sharad
Pawar, State Congress presi-
dent Nana Patole and Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray.
It may be recalled that the
iconic Shivaji statue at 12.30
pm on August 26 at Rajkot fort
at Malvan in Sindhudurg dis-
trict of Maharashtra, within
nine months after it was
unveiled by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on December
4, 2023 as part of the Navy day
celebrations.
After paying tributes to the
martyrs at Hutatma Chowk (
known earlier as Flora
Fountain) in downtown south
Mumbai, the protesters
marched to the Gateway of
India,  where the they paid
homage  to the statue of

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Speaking on the occasion,
Sharad Pawar took a serious
exception to chief minister
Eknath Shinde’s claim that
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj's
statue at the Rajkot fort fell due
to strong winds. “If what
Shinde is saying is true, how
come that Shivaji statue
installed in front of Gateway of
India had stood firm for years
on end. So was the case with
numerous statues of Shivaji
installed across the country”.
“The collapse of Shivaji statue
at Rajkot in Sindhudurg dis-
trict statue falling on the
Rajkot fort reeks of corruption.
The incident is a huge insult to
revered Maratha king. It has
shocked hundreds and thou-
sands of devotees of Shivaji
across the country,” Pawar
said.  Coming down heavily on

the BJP-led MahaYuti gov-
ernment and Narendra Modi
governments, Patole said: “The
ruling BJP has committed the
sin of insulting Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj by indulging
in corruption and taking com-
missions even for a project in
his name. Keeping in mind the
State Assembly polls to be
held later this year, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi  and
deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar have tendered an apol-
ogy over the incident.  For the
sin committed is unforgiv-
able. There cannot be any for-
giveness for this kind of an
incident”.  
Patole charged that the BJP
had displayed Peshwa men-
tality which “is to seek votes in
Shivaji Maharaj's name and
then insult him once in
power”. 

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray said that the col-
lapse of Chhatrapati's statue
had enraged Shivaji's devotees
nationwide. “Though  Prime
Minister apologized, there was
arrogance on his face even
while offering the apology,
which is unacceptable”
“Was the apology for the col-
lapse of the statue or for the
corruption involved, or to
cover up the corruption? The
public will not forgive those
who insulted Maharaj,”
Uddhav said, as he exhorted
the people across the state not
to rest ‘until these traitors to
Shivaji are expelled from
India," Uddhav asked.
Congress MP from Kolhapur
Chhatrapati Shrimant Shahu
Maharaj – who is the 12th
direct descendent of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj –

said: “The collapse of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj's
statue infuriated the people
across the state. This is an
insult to both Maharaj and
Maharashtra, and those
responsible should not be for-
given. Action must be taken
against those found guilty,
and steps must be taken to
ensure the honor of Shivaji
Maharaj is upheld.
Apart from Pawar, Patole,
Uddhav and Shrimant Shahu
Maharaj, Mumbai Congress
President Varsha Gaikwad,
CWC member Chandrakant
Handore, CWC member and
state working president
Naseem Khan, MP Sanjay
Raut, MP Supriya Sule,
Congress Chief Spokesperson
Atul Londhe, Anil Deshmukh,
Aditya Thackeray were present
in the morcha.
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Flirting with the idea of
promoting soft separatism

in the upcoming Assembly
polls in Jammu and Kashmir,
the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) Chief Mehbooba Mufti
Sunday welcomed Syed Salim
Geelani, former Hurriyat
member into the party fold.
Before taking the plunge into
mainstream politics Geelani
served jailed separatist leader
Shabir Ahmad Shah. He also
remained a general council
member of the Hurriyat
Conference, led by Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq.
Soon after joining the party,
Geelani told reporters, "PDP
is a party which talks about
democratic rights, human
rights and political rights of
people. It talks about a polit-
ical solution to the Kashmir
problem … So I felt it was the
right party to join".
Geelani also maintained the
Kashmir issue can only be
resolved politically. "Gun can-

not be a solution. This is the
only way to save lives that are
being lost to violence."
Welcoming Syed Sal im
Geelani Mehbooba, Mufti
said it was good that the for-
mer separatist Leader wants a
peaceful resolution of the
Kashmir problem.
"We requested Geelani to
contest the elections on a

PDP t icket  but he has
expressed inability to do so.
He said someone else should
get a chance to contest," she
added. Former Congress
leader Altaf Ahmad Malik
was among several other lead-
ers to join the PDP.
On the other hand, National
Conference leader Babu
Jagjiwan Lal and former PDP

chief spokesperson Suhail
Bukhari on Sunday joined
Congress.
JKPCC chief Tariq Hameed
Karra welcomed both the
Leaders into the party's fold.
On Saturday, two former
MLAs and a rights activist -
Mumtaz Khan (Gulabgarh),
Abdul Rahim Rather
(Kokernag), and Irfan Hafeez
Lone — joined the Congress.
Meanwhile, the Bharatiya
Janta Party was still struggling
to put its own house in order
after some of the ticket aspi-
rants threatened to contest the
Assembly polls as indepen-
dent candidates after they
were denied the mandate by
offering tickets to turncoats
from the other political par-
ties.
J&K BJP Chief Ravinder
Raina, who is being chased by
the media on this issue, tried
to play down the protests
and resignations by his party
Leaders and workers over the
selection of candidates, saying
he is confident the BJP will

form the Government on its
own.
Giving momentum to its poll
campaign the BJP on Sunday
flagged off six (6) vans to
make people aware of the
BJP Government's achieve-
ments,  various welfare
schemes, and development
works, both completed and
ongoing besides future pro-
grammes of the party.
The 6 vans were flagged by
Union Minister and J&K elec-
tion Incharge, G Krishna
Reddy in the presence of
many senior Leaders of the
party. These vans will cover
each nook and corner of each
Assembly segment going to
polls in the first phase.
They vans are equipped with
high-tech audio and video
systems, BJP's campaigning
material i.e. pamphlets men-
tioning achievements, various
welfare schemes, and devel-
opment works carried out in
the ten years besides BJP gov-
ernment 's  future pro-
grammes. 
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Anight party arranged inside
the boys hostel — just

opposite the seminar hall in the
RG Kar Medical College &
Hospital where a postgraduate
lady doctor was raped and
murdered in the early morning
of August 9, — is on the radar
of the Central Bureau of
Investigation, sources say.
According to sources, liquor
flowed liberally in the party
partaken by some interns close
to Sandip Ghosh, former prin-
cipal of RGKMCH, sources
said. The interns have political
connections and are allegedly
engaged in running rackets of
all kinds, extortion to trade in
bio-medical, tell the protesting
junior doctors of the Medical
College."We have been telling
from the beginning that the
role of these students should be
looked into … though we can-
not say that they slipped out of

the part and went to the sem-
inar hall, we cannot rule out
connection between that event
and the incident of rape and
murder … this must be looked
into," one of the doctors said.
On whether the Kolkata Police
had taken note of the night
party when it was investigating
the police insiders replied in the
negative adding the police
investigation from the begin-
ning was shoddy and looked
more like an effort to hide
something than to reveal some-
thing.
Doubting the procedures fol-
lowed by the police about the
arrest of prime accused Sanjoy
Roy, RGKMCH medical officer
Dr Tapas Pramanik said "how
can the police arrest him from
inside the hospital premises …
it is difficult to comprehend
because by the time he was
arrested the whole world had
known and it was a big news in
the media … and the criminal

who has committed the crime
is still sitting inside the hospi-
tal without fleeing away … it is
hard to believe … it needs a
thorough investigation." 
Meanwhile, reports of threats
coming in from various med-
ical colleges where the junior
doctors were being asked to
join duty or face consequence.
Politically powerful union
Leaders in Midnapore Medical
Colleges, Burdwan Medical
College and similar other insti-
tutions were reported to be
threatening the junior doctors
with dire consequences should
they not resume work.
"They are telling us that they
would not only stop issuance of
registration but also get us
physically assaulted if we do
not resume work … said stu-
dents of these two medical
colleges even as they staged a
sit-in demonstration at the
office of the respective princi-
pals. 
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Satish Kumar took the charge
of chairman and Chief

Executive Officer (CEO) of
the Railway Board on Sunday,
a Press statement from the
Railway Ministry said.
Kumar replaced Jaya Varma
Sinha who superannuated on
August 31, 2024.
"The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet had
earlier approved the appoint-
ment of Satish Kumar as
Chairman and CEO of the
Railway Board," the Railway
Board said.
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From Page 1
The Justice K Hema
Committee was constituted
by the Kerala government
after the 2017 actress assault
case, and its report revealed
instances of harassment and
exploitation of women in the
Malayalam cinema industry.
Meanwhile, B Unnikrishnan,
general secretary of the Film
Employees Federation of
Kerala (FEFKA), on Sunday
said there were "strong
alliances" in the cinema
industry, but he was not
aware of any "power group" as
mentioned in the Justice K
Hema Committee report.
Unnikrishnan, speaking to a
TV channel, said that it was
an "undeniable fact" that
there were "strong alliances"
of some production houses
with certain directors, writers
and actors to make big films.
"They often work together on
several projects back-to-back
and naturally, everyone
would try to align themselves
with them to get
opportunities. However, such
alliances are based on
commercial interests," he
said.
He also said that such
alliances were not confined to
Malayalam cinema alone and
were present in film
industries everywhere.  At the
same time, he said that there
cannot be a secret lobby of
different cinema-related
organisations which meet
periodically to decide who
should be isolated from films.
"The industry will not be able

to work like that," he said in
response to queries about
whether there was a "power
group" in the film sector.
On whether the response of
the Association of Malayalam
Movie Artists (AMMA) to
the committee report was
delayed, Unnikrishnan said
that it was not late, but what
they said was criticised by the
general public. "They
(AMMA) should be ready to
accept that criticism and
learn from it," he said.
He also said that the present
crisis in AMMA was due to
the fact that it was not a trade
union like organisation and
has a loose structure.  They
lack the "experience and
flexibility" to deal with the
issues that were mentioned in
the Hema Committee report,
he further said. "If they had a
trade union like structure or
system, all this would not
have happened," he added.
Regarding director Vinayan's
complaint to Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan to remove
him (Unnikrishnan) from the
cinema policy making
committee, the FEFKA
general secretary said there
was no need to keep him
away from the panel.
"I am in the panel as the
general secretary of FEFKA
representing people of 21
crafts or trade unions and not
as an individual. What I say
there will be the opinion of
those 21 trade unions. So, I
see no requirement to remove
me from the committee," he
said.

From Page 1
Shankar IAS claimed these
candidates in their total
selections list of UPSC CSE
2022.
The CCPA is headed by Chief
Commissioner, Nidhi Khare,
and Commissioner, Anupam
Mishra said the decision was
taken to protect and promote
the rights of consumers,
ensuring that no false or
misleading advertisement is
made of any goods or services
which contravenes the
provisions of the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019.
CCPA Chief Commissioner
Nidhi Khare said that
according to reports, more
than 10 lakh candidates apply
for UPSC civil services
examination every year.
“Shankar IAS Academy’s
advertisement was targeted
towards a class of consumers
— UPSC aspirants. That’s why
such advertisements shall
contain truthful and honest
representation of facts by
disclosing important
information in such a manner
that they are clear, prominent
and extremely hard to miss for
consumers,” she mentioned.
Section 18 of the Act
empowers CCPA that it shall
ensure that no false or
misleading advertisement is
made in respect of any goods
or services which contravenes
the provisions of this Act or
the rules or regulations made
thereunder.
In its advertisement related to
the UPSC Civil Service exam
2022, Shankar IAS Academy

claimed 336 selections out of
933 at All India Level; 40
candidates in Top 100; 42
candidates cleared from Tamil
Nadu, of which 37 studied at
Shankar IAS Academy and
Best IAS Academy in India.
The CCPA probe found that
Shankar IAS Academy
advertised various types of
courses but the information
with respect to the course
opted by the advertised
successful candidates in the
UPSC Civil Service exams
results was “deliberately
concealed in the
advertisement”.
This had the effect of
consumers falsely believing
that all the successful
candidates so claimed by the
Institute had opted for the paid
courses advertised by the
Institute on its website.
“In other words, this practice
consequently attract
consumers into buying paid
courses advertised by the
coaching institutes,” said the
regulator that comes under the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs.
In its response, Shankar IAS
Academy submitted the details
of only 333 successful
candidates against its claim of
336 plus selections in UPSC
CSE 2022.
Out of 336 claimed students,
221 took Free Interview
Guidance Programme, 71 took
Mains Test Series, 35 took
Prelims Test Series, 12 took
General Studies Prelims cum
Mains, 4 took Prelims Test
Series with Some other mains
course (optional and/or GS).

From Page 1
He said 94 more places in 14
districts received rainfall
between 7 and 12 cm and
added that nine rain-related
deaths and one missing case
were reported.
Focusing on Budameru's
woes, Naidu observed that
rain water from the upper
reaches in Khammam,
Nalgonda and other places
was rushing into the rivulet,
resulting in the flooding of
several places in Vijayawada.
Noting that up to 2 lakh
cusecs of rainwater entered
Budameru this way, he said
the state is unable to
estimate as to how much
more water is expected to
flow in.
Because of weak bunds in
some places and other

issues, Naidu said Budameru
flooding stalled power
generation at VTPS power
station near Vijayawada.
Further, he said a water
channel dug up to divert
water from Budameru to
Tammileru for onward
diversion to Kolleru lake
suffered a breach and it was
allegedly not repaired in the
past five years.
"Due to this, VTPS is at risk
of being submerged and
Vijayawada is also at risk. If
that had been properly done,
today this situation would
not have come," he asserted.
According to the CM, flood
water supposed to be
diverted to Kolleru lake was
turning towards Vijayawada
and it resulted in the city
being flooded. 

From Page 1
"The National President of
Janata Dal (United), Nitish
Kumar (Chief Minister,
Bihar) has appointed Rajiv
Ranjan Prasad as the
National Spokesperson. Shri
K.C. Tyagi, who is in the
party on the post of
spokesperson, has resigned
from the post of party
spokesperson due to
personal reason," the JDU
has said in a statement.
Tyagi, party leaders said, will
continue in his another role
as "political advisor".
It is believed that frequent
comments of Tyagi, who is
based in Delhi and enjoys an
unlikely high profile in the
national media for a regional
party leader due to his
experience and articulation,
on central government's
policies were seen by many
within his party as unhelpful
to the BJP-JD(U) ties.Be it
on the Uniform Civil Code,
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill,
the lateral or even the
Palestine issue among a
number of other matters, his
articulation of the JD(U)'s
stand different from the BJP
created ripples and left the
saffron party less than
amused. He was the only
member of the ruling
National Democratic
Alliance in a recent meeting,
which included several
opposition parties members,
with Mohammad Makram
Balawi, Secretary General of
League of Parliamentarians.
According to sources, Tyagi

resigned because the party
leadership felt that his
statements, including the
recent one on the Israel-
Palestine issue and the
lateral entry controversy,
deviated from the party line.
He had urged the Centre to
stop arms supplies to Israel
and had stated that India
supports peace and a
ceasefire in Gaza.
Last month, when the PM
broached the subject of UCC
once again, Tyagi said the
party supported UCC but
wanted a wider consultation.
He said this was a position
made clear by Kumar himself
in his letter to the Law
Commission back in 2017.
Tyagi was among the
parliamentarians and former
MPs who put out a statement
targeting Israel. "We, the
u n d e r s i g n e d
Parliamentarians from
across the political
spectrum, unequivocally
condemn the ongoing
Zionist aggression and the
heinous genocide of the
Palestinian people by Israel.
This brutal assault is not
only an affront to humanity
but also a gross violation of
international law and the
principles of justice and
peace," the statement
said.Party sources alleged
that Tyagi made statements
without consulting the
leaders and that there were
talks of alleged differences
within the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
due to his remarks.

From Page 1
"There they threatened me

saying I would be framed by
ED and CBI. My son Akash
called the police helpline while
our senior party leaders called
the police commissioner.
When they (BJP) got to know
about it, they sent me back
home," Chander said in the
video message."I want to tell
BJP, I am not scared of ED and
CBI. I have done nothing
wrong. I am a soldier of Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal," he said in the video
shared by AAP. The party
demanded answers from
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena, and the Police
Commissioner.
On Sunday, AAP Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh shared a
video of Ram Chander's son
Akash on X alleging that his
father had been kidnapped. In
the post, Akash said, "My
father received a call from an
ex-councillor of BJP saying,
'We are standing downstairs
near your house to meet you'.
My father went downstairs to
his office. What we have learnt
is that there were four to five
people, who threatened my
father that he would be
implicated by ED-CBI and
they have taken him. We are
searching for him."
“AAP councilor Ram
Chander’s son, Akash, called
on 100 and informed the Delhi
Police about the entire incident
and many senior leaders of
AAP talked to the Police

Commissioner over the phone
and demanded to release
councilor Ram Chander from
the clutches of the BJP as soon
as possible. After heavy
pressure from all sides, the BJP
people left Ram Chander at his
home through someone,” AAP
said in a statement. Reacting to
Singh's post, senior party
leader Manish Sisodia
reiterated the charges levelled
by Akash. AAP MLA and
MCD in-charge Durgesh
Pathak accused the BJP of
"making a mockery of law and
order" in Delhi.
“BJP, in collusion with Delhi
Police, got AAP councilor
Ramchandra kidnapped. The
former BJP councilor went to
Ramchandra's house to meet
him and said that he wanted to
meet him. When Ramchandra
went to meet him, the BJP
leader and five to six people
accompanying him
intimidated him, forced him
into a car and kidnapped him,”
he said.
Hitting back, Delhi BJP
President Virendra Sachdeva
dismissed the allegation and
called it ‘baseless and false’.
“AAP leaders are merely
making unsuccessful attempts
to create confusion among the
public,” he said, demanding an
investigation by the Delhi
Police in the matter.    
In the lead-up to the zonal
ward committee elections,
both AAP and BJP have
claimed that councillors from
the other side are ready to
switch allegiance and defect
from one party to another.

From Page 1
Similar rallies were taken out
by the former students of 10
South Kolkata schools from
Minto Park to Hazra Crossing.
Jadavpur University area too
witnesses long rallies and
street corner theaters with
thousands of people thronging
around.
"A time has come when you
have to explain your conduct
… the civil society demands
explanation for every work of
yours … you have let loose the
goons control the education
campuses who are running
syndicate raj everywhere …
and whenever there is a protest
you simply eliminate them …
this cannot continue for
eternity," said Mrinal Biswas a
doctor who took part in a rally

of joint forum of doctors. He
would however not dwell
much on who he referred to as
"you."
A nine-year-old girl was
molested by a neighbour at
Madhyamgram in North 24
Parganas leading to the locals
attacking the house of a local
panchayat member. The police
had to resort to a lath-charge
and burst tear gas shell to
disperse the crowd. The
incident took place on
Saturday night. One person
had been arrested, police said.
Another incident took place at
Howrah General Hospital
where a hospital staff was
reportedly hauled up for
molesting a minor patient who
had come for treatment. "My
daughter was bitten on her lips

and was molested by this man
… when she started crying
loudly we rushed to that room
and caught hold of him," said
the mother.
Hospital Superintendant said,
"we have issued a showcause
notice to the accused person
and would take appropriate
action."
Similar incident took place at
Ilambazar in Birbhum district
where a relative of a patient
molested an on-duty nurse
leading to the doctors and
paramedical staff going for a
temporary cease work. "He
was molesting me while I was
taking care of the patient …
when I raised hue and cry he
started to threaten me … the
police later told that he has
been arrested," the nurse said. 

����������������>>>&'!���
�������	���	BBB�������	
�	������
��BBB �*��	��	��''*��BBB

�	�	$���
�������BBB +
����
,
�	��'����
BBB

����� 0����	�

Assam Trinamool
Congress president Ripun

Bora on Sunday resigned
from the party, claiming that
the people of the northeastern
state consider it as a “regional
party” of West Bengal and are
not willing to accept it as their
own. In a letter to All India
Trinamool Congress general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee,
Bora, the former Rajya Sabha
member, said he had offered
many suggestions to party
supremo and West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee to make TMC
acceptable in Assam, but
those were “not

implemented”. “Assam TMC
has great potential, but
several recurring issues have
hindered our progress,
including the perception of
TMC as a regional party of
West Bengal. To counter this
perception, we made several
suggestions,” Bora said in his
resignation letter.
He claimed that he had
suggested the need for an
Assamese leader at the
national level of TMC,
declaring the residence of
Bharat Ratna Dr Bhupen
Hazarika at Tollygunge in
Kolkata as a heritage site and
converting the Madhupur
Satra in Cooch Behar to a
cultural hub.
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Israel on Sunday said it had
recovered the bodies of six

hostages in Gaza, including a
young Israeli-American man who
became one of the most well-
known captives held by Hamas as
his parents met with world lead-
ers and pressed for his release.The
military said all six had been killed
shortly before the arrival of Israeli
forces trying to rescue them.
Their recovery sparked calls for
mass protests against Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
whom many families of hostages
and much of the wider Israeli pub-
lic blame for failing to bring
them back alive in a deal with
Hamas to end the 10-month-old
war. Negotiations over such a deal
have dragged on for
months.Netanyahu expressed sor-
row over the deaths and said Israel
would hold Hamas accountable
for killing them in “cold blood”. He
said the killings prove that the mil-
itant group does not want a a
cease-fire agreement.“Whoever
murders hostages doesn’t want a
deal,” he said.Militants seized
Hersh Goldberg-Polin, 23, and
four of the other hostages at a
music festival in southern Israel
during Hamas’ October 7 attack,
which triggered the war. The
native of Berkeley, California, lost
part of his left arm to a grenade
in the attack. In April, a Hamas-
issued video showed him, his left
hand missing and clearly speak-
ing under duress, sparking new
protests in Israel urging the gov-
ernment to do more to secure his

and others’ freedom.The army
identified the other dead hostages
as Ori Danino, 25; Eden
Yerushalmi, 24; Almog Sarusi, 27;
and Alexander Lobanov, 33; who
were also taken from the music
festival. The sixth, Carmel Gat, 40,
was abducted from the nearby
farming community of Be’eri.It
said the bodies were recovered
from a tunnel in the southern
Gaza city of Rafah, around a kilo-
meter (half a mile) from where
another hostage, Qaid Farhan
Alkadi, 52, was rescued alive last
week.“According to preliminary
information, they were cruelly
murdered by Hamas terrorists
shortly before we reached them,”
Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, the
Israeli military spokesperson, told
reporters.Hamas has offered to

release the hostages in return for
an end to the war, the withdraw-
al of Israeli forces and the release
of a large number of Palestinian
prisoners, including high-profile
militants.Izzat al-Rishq, a senior
Hamas official, blamed the
hostages’ deaths on Israel and the
United States, saying they would
still be alive if Israel had accept-
ed a cease-fire proposal that
Hamas said it had agreed to back
in July. He did not mention the
hostages by name. Netanyahu has
vowed to continue the war until
Hamas is destroyed and says mil-
itary pressure is needed to bring
home the hostages. Israel’s
Channel 12 reported that he got
into a shouting match at a secu-
rity Cabinet meeting late
Thursday with his defense min-

ister, Yoav Gallant, who accused
him of prioritising control of a
strategic corridor along the Gaza-
Egypt border — a major sticking
point in the talks — over the lives
of the hostages. The Cabinet
reportedly voted in favour of
remaining in the corridor over the
objections of Gallant, who said it
would prevent a hostage deal.An
Israeli official confirmed the
report and said three of the
hostages — Goldberg-Polin,
Yerushalmi and Gat — had been
slated to be released in the first
phase of a cease-fire proposal dis-
cussed back in July. The official
was not authorized to brief media
about the negotiations and spoke
on condition of anonymity.
“In the name of the state of Israel,
I hold their families close to my
heart and ask forgiveness,” Gallant
said Sunday after the remains were
recovered. He later called for the
Cabinet to reverse its decision. A
forum of hostage families called
for a massive protest on Sunday,
demanding a “complete halt of the
country” to push for the imple-
mentation of a cease-fire and
hostage release.
“A deal for the return of the
hostages has been on the table for
over two months. Were it not for
the delays, sabotage, and excuses
those whose deaths we learned
about this morning would likely
still be alive,” it said in a state-
ment.US President Joe Biden,
who has met with Goldberg-
Polin’s parents, said he was “dev-
astated and outraged”. 
“It is as tragic as it is reprehensi-
ble,” he said. “Make no mistake,

Hamas leaders will pay for these
crimes. And we will keep work-
ing around the clock for a deal to
secure the release of the remain-
ing hostages.”Vice President
Kamala Harris said her prayers
were with the Goldberg-Polin
family and condemned Hamas.
Goldberg-Polin’s parents, US-
born immigrants to Israel, became
perhaps the most high-profile rel-
atives of hostages on the interna-
tional stage. They met with Biden,
Pope Francis and others and
addressed the United Nations,
urging the release of all hostages.
On August 21, his parents
addressed a hushed hall at the
Democratic National Convention
— after sustained applause and
chants of “bring him home”.“This
is a political convention. But
needing our only son — and all
of the cherished hostages —
home is not a political issue. It is
a humanitarian issue,” said his
father, Jon Polin. His mother,
Rachel, who bowed her head dur-
ing the ovation and touched her
chest, said “Hersh, if you can hear
us, we love you, stay strong, sur-
vive.”She and her husband sought
to keep their son and the others
held from being reduced to num-
bers, describing Hersh as a music
and soccer lover and traveller with
plans to attend university since his
military service had ended. At
events she often addressed her son
directly in the hope he could hear
her, urging him to live another day.
Some 250 hostages were taken on
October 7. Before the military’s
announcement of the latest dis-
covery of bodies, Israel said it

believed 108 hostages were still
held in Gaza, of which about one-
third were dead. In late August, the
Israeli military recovered the bod-
ies of six hostages in southern
Gaza.Eight hostages have been
rescued by Israeli forces, the most
recent found on Tuesday. More
than 100 were freed during a
weeklong cease-fire in November
in exchange for the release of
Palestinians imprisoned by
Israel.Two previous Israeli oper-
ations to free hostages killed
scores of Palestinians. Hamas
says several hostages have been
killed in Israeli airstrikes and
failed rescue attempts. Israeli
troops mistakenly killed three
Israelis who escaped captivity in
December.Hamas-led militants
killed some 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, when they stormed into
southern Israel on October 7,
attacking army bases and several
farming communities.
Israel’s retaliatory offensive in
Gaza has killed over 40,000
Palestinians, according to local
health officials, who do not say
how many were fighters and how
many civilians. It has displaced the
vast majority of Gaza’s 2.3 million
people, often multiple times, and
plunged the besieged territory into
a humanitarian catastrophe.  In a
separate development Sunday,
Palestinian militants killed three
Israeli police officers when they
opened fire on their vehicle in the
West Bank, according to Israeli
officials. Israel has been carrying
out large-scale military raids
across the occupied territory in
recent days. 
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Palestinian health authorities
and United Nations agencies

on Sunday began a large-scale
campaign of vaccinations
against polio in the Gaza Strip,
hoping to prevent an outbreak
in the territory that has been
ravaged by the ongoing Israel-
Hamas war.  Authorities plan to
vaccinate children in central
Gaza until Wednesday before
moving on to the more devas-
tated northern and southern
parts of the strip. The campaign
began with a small number of
vaccinations on Saturday and
aims to reach about 640,000
children.
The World Health Organisation
said Thursday that Israel has
agreed to limited pauses in the
fighting to facilitate the cam-
paign.
There were initial reports of
Israeli strikes in central Gaza
early Sunday, but it was not
immediately known if anyone
was killed or wounded.
Hospitals in Deir al-Balah and
Nuseirat confirmed that the
campaign had begun early
Sunday. Israel said Saturday
that the vaccination pro-
gramme would continue
through September 9 and last
eight hours a day. Gaza recent-
ly reported its first polio case in
25 years — a 10-month-old boy,
now paralysed in the leg. The
World Health Organisation
says the presence of a paralysis
case indicates there could be
hundreds more who have been
infected but aren’t showing
symptoms. Most people who
have polio do not experience
symptoms, and those who do
usually recover in a week or so.
But there is no cure, and when
polio causes paralysis, it is usu-
ally permanent. If the paralysis
affects breathing muscles, the
disease can be fatal. The vacci-
nation campaign faces a host of
challenges, from ongoing fight-
ing to devastated roads and
hospitals shut down by the
war. Around 90 per cent of
Gaza’s population of 2.3 million
people have been displaced
within the besieged territory,
with hundreds of thousands
crammed into squalid tent
camps. Health officials have
expressed alarm about disease
outbreaks as uncollected
garbage has piled up and the
bombing of critical infrastruc-

ture has sent putrid water flow-
ing through the streets.
Widespread hunger has left
people even more vulnerable to
illness.
“We escaped death with our

children, and fled from place to
place for the sake of our chil-
dren, and now we have these
diseases,” said Wafaa Obaid,
who brought her three children
to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital
in Deir al-Balah to get the vac-
cinations.
Ammar Ammar, a spokesper-
son for the UN children’s
agency, said it hopes both par-
ties adhere to a temporary
truce in designated areas to
enable families to reach health
facilities. “This is a first step,” he
told The Associated Press. “But
there is no alternative to a
cease-fire because it’s not only
polio that threatens children in
Gaza, but also other factors,
including malnutrition and the
inhuman conditions they are
living in.”
The vaccinations will be admin-
istered at roughly 160 sites
across the territory, including
medical centres and schools.
Children under 10 will receive
two drops of oral polio vaccine
in two rounds, the second to be
administered four weeks after
the first. Israel allowed around
1.3 million doses to be brought
into the territory last month,
which are now being held in
refrigerated storage in a ware-
house in Deir al-Balah. Another
shipment of 400,000 doses is set
to be delivered to Gaza soon.
The polio virus that triggered
this latest outbreak is a mutat-
ed virus from an oral polio vac-
cine. The oral polio vaccine
contains weakened live virus
and in very rare cases, that virus
is shed by those who are vacci-
nated and can evolve into a new
form capable of starting new
epidemics. 
The war in Gaza began when
Hamas-led militants stormed
into Israel on October 7, killing
some 1,200 people, mostly civil-
ians, and abducting around
250 hostages. 
Around 100 remain in captiv-
ity, about a third of whom are
believed to be dead. Israel’s
retaliatory offensive has killed
over 40,000 Palestinians,
according to the Gaza Health
Ministry, which does not say
whether those killed were fight-
ers or civilians. 
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Jerusalem: Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has expressed sor-
row over the deaths of six
hostages, saying the killings
prove that Hamas does not
want a cease-fire deal.
Netanyahu said Sunday that

he was heartbroken to hear
the news of the hostages’
deaths. He accused Hamas of
killing them in “cold blood”
and said Israel would hold the
group accountable. He also
accused the group of scuttling
ongoing cease-fire efforts.
“Whoever murders hostages

doesn’t want a deal,” he said.
Critics in Israel have accused
Netanyahu of dragging his
feet in cease-fire talks — a
charge he denies. 
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US Vice President Kamala
Harris said former

President Donald Trump “dis-
respected sacred ground” in
his recent appearance at
Arlington National Cemetery,
where the Republican nomi-
nee took and distributed
images despite a federal pro-
hibition on campaign activi-
ty on the grounds.

Harris, in a statement post-
ed Saturday on the social
media platform X, cited
reports that Trump’s cam-
paign aides created an alterca-
tion with a cemetery staffer
and proceeded to take pho-
tographs and film the former
president, including at the
graves of Afghanistan war
veterans, after being warned
about rules at the site. “Let me

be clear: the former president
disrespected sacred ground,
all for the sake of a political
stunt,” Harris said, calling
Arlington a “solemn place
where we come together to
honour American heroes ...

not a place for politics.”The
original incident stemmed
from Trump’s and
Republicans’ continued criti-
cism of President Joe Biden
and now Harris for the chaot-
ic US withdrawal from
Afghanistan. At the invitation
of some family members of
service members killed during
the withdrawal, Trump laid
wreaths last Monday in hon-
our of Sgt Nicole Gee, Staff Sgt
Darin Hoover and Staff Sgt
Ryan Knauss.
They were among 13 US ser-
vice members and more than
100 Afghans who died in an
Aug 26, 2021, bombing at
Hamid Karzai International
Airport. Trump’s campaign
was warned about not taking
photographs before an alter-
cation at the cemetery, accord-
ing to defense off icials.
Officials have said since that

an Arlington employee whom
two Trump campaign staff
members allegedly “verbally
abused and pushed” aside has
declined to press charges. The
Trump campaign has since
lashed out at Pentagon offi-
cials, with a top campaign
adviser, Chris LaCivita, refer-
ring to military spokespersons
as “hacks”. Trump campaign
officials say it had permission
to bring someone to take
video.
Since Biden ended his reelec-
tion bid, Trump has been
zeroing in on Harris and her
roles in foreign policy deci-
sions. He has specifically high-
lighted the vice president’s
statements that she was the
last person in the room before
Biden made the decision on
Afghanistan.
Biden’s administration was
following a withdrawal com-

mitment and timeline that
the Trump administration had
negotiated with the Taliban in
2020. A 2022 review by a gov-
ernment-appointed special
investigator concluded deci-
sions made by both Trump
and Biden were the key factors
leading to the rapid collapse of
Afghanistan’s military and the
Taliban takeover.Harris on
Saturday alluded to Trump’s
history of picking fights with
veterans and repeated allega-
tions that he has “called our
fallen service members suck-
ers’ and losers’ and disparaged
Medal of Honour recipients”.
“This is a man who is unable
to comprehend anything other
than service to himself,”
Harris said. “I will always
honour the service and sacri-
fice of all of America’s fallen
heroes...And I will never
politicise them.” 
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Portland (US) (AP): Three
people were dead after a small
plane crashed into a row of
townhouses Saturday morning
in a neighbourhood east of
Portland, setting the homes
ablaze, authorities told KATU-
TV.Officials earlier in the day
had said the plane was carry-
ing two people and that at least
one resident had been unac-
counted for.
Photos and videos published

by KGW-TV in Portland
showed one of the townhomes
engulfed in flames while black
smoke poured out of the
adjoining houses. Gresham
Fire Chief Scott Lewis said the
fire had spread to at least four
of the homes, displacing up to
six families. He said two peo-
ple were treated at the scene,
but he didn’t describe the type
or severity of injuries.The
Federal Aviation
Administration identified the
aircraft as a twin-engine Cessna
421C, which it says went down
around 10:30 am near
Troutdale Airport, about a 30-
minute drive east of Portland.
As the plane went down, it
knocked over a pole and power
lines, causing a separate brush
fire in a nearby field, according
to the Multnomah County
Sheriff ’s Office. The plane was
split into multiple parts as it
crashed in the residential area
in the city of Fairview, which is
home to about 10,000 people.
Lewis said the first call about

the fire came from staff at the
Troutdale Airport’s control
tower, who saw a thick plume
of smoke rising in the air. But
Lewis said that initial reports
indicated “there was no may-
day, no call for emergency”
from the aircraft itself before it
crashed. The National
Transportation Safety Board is
leading the investigation into
the crash. 
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German leaders paid trib-
ute on Sunday to the

three people killed in the
August 23 knife attack by a
suspected Islamic extremist,
which has pushed immigra-
tion back to the top of the
country’s political agenda.
Eight people a lso were
wounded in the attack at a
“Festival of Diversity” mark-
ing the 650th anniversary of
the city of Solingen in west-
ern Germany.  President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier said
at a memorial event in a city
theatre that he was “relieved
and thankful” that none of
them is now in serious dan-
ger. The 26-year-old Syrian
suspect, who was arrested a
day after the attack, was sup-
posed to be deported to
Bulgaria last year but report-
edly disappeared for a time

and avoided deportation.
In recent days, Chancellor

Olaf Scholz’s government has
announced new restrictions
on knives and new measures
to ease deportations. On
Friday, it deported Afghan
nationals to their homeland
for the first time since the

Taliban returned to power in
2021, following up on a
pledge made in June after a
previous attack.
“It is a horrifying crime that

brings us together today, car-
ried out by a man who,
according to everything we
know, sought and and found
protection here, and abused
this protection so terribly,”
Steinmeier said at the memo-
rial, also attended by Scholz
and other top officials.  “That
is also intolerable.”Steinmeier
said that “we are for good rea-
son a country that takes in
people who seek protection
from political persecution
and war”.
He added that “we want to
remain that country, but ulti-
mately we can only do so if
the number of those who are
not entitled to this special
protection does not overbur-
den us”.

����-��.��������+��-�/��01�2�3�������
.�����������������.���+���
��� ���������

The blocking of social media
platform X in Brazil divid-

ed users and politicians over
the legitimacy of the ban, and
many Brazilians had difficul-
ty and doubts over navigating
other social media in its
absence. The shutdown of Elon
Musk’s platform started early
Saturday, making it largely
inaccessible on both the web
and through mobile apps after
the billionaire refused to name
a legal representative to the
country, missing a deadline
imposed by Supreme Court
Justice Alexandre de Moraes.
The blockade marks an esca-
lation in a monthslong feud
between Musk and de Moraes
over free speech, far-right
accounts and misinformation.
Brazil is one of the biggest

markets for X, with tens of mil-
lions of users.
“I’ve got the feeling that I have
no idea what’s happening in
the world right now. Bizarre,”
entertainment writer and
heavy X user Chico Barney
wrote on Threads on Saturday.
Threads is a text-based app
developed by Instagram that
Barney was using as an alter-
native. “This Threads algo-
rithm is like an all-you-can-eat
restaurant where the waiter
keeps serving things I would
never order.”
Bluesky, a social media plat-
form that was launched last
year as an alternative to X and
other more established sites,
has seen a large influx of
Brazilians in the past couple of
days. The company said Friday
it has seen about 200,000 new
users from Brazil sign up dur-

ing that time, and the number
“continues to grow by the
minute”. Brazilian users are
also setting records for activi-
ties such as follows and likes,
Bluesky said.Previous users of
other platforms welcomed
Brazilians to their ranks. “Hello
literally everyone in Brazil,” a
user wrote on Threads. “We’re
a lot nicer than Twitter here,”
said another. Platform migra-
tion isn’t new for Brazilians.
They were huge adopters of
Orkut and, when Orkut went
kaput, they very gladly moved
to other platforms. X is not as
popular in Brazil as Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube or TikTok.
However, it remains an impor-
tant platform on which
Brazilians engage in political
debates and is highly influen-
tial among politicians, journal-
ists and other opinion makers.

It’s also where they share their
sense of humour. Many of the
country’s most famous memes
originate from posts on X
before spreading to other social
networks. 
Last week, for instance,
Brazilians collaboratively craft-
ed an absurd storyline for a fic-
tional telenovela, complete
with a theme song created
using artificial intelligence
tools.Pop stars and their fan-
bases were also hit by
Brazilians being left off the
platform.
“Wait a lot of my fan pages are
Brazilian!!! Come back hold
up!!,” Cardi B said Friday on X.
A fan page dedicated to
Timothée Chalamet, known by
the handle TimotheeUpdates,
said it would temporarily cease
updating as all of its adminis-
trators are Brazilian.
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Social media influencers,
reality stars and TV person-

alities were among the guests as
the Norwegian king’s eldest
child, Princess Märtha Louise,
married an American self-pro-
fessed shaman on Saturday in
a wedding ceremony following
three days of festivities. The 52-
year-old Märtha Louise and
Durek Verrett, who claims to
be a sixth-generation shaman
from California, tied the knot
in the picturesque small town
of Geiranger, one of Norway’s
major tourist attractions locat-
ed on a fjord with stunning
views. Following festivities that
started on Thursday, the actu-
al wedding ceremony took
place in a large white tent set
up on a lush lawn. Guests told

media outlets that Norwegian
and US artists performed at the
event along with a gospel choir
and a singer representing
Norway’s indigenous Sámi peo-
ple. “It was fantastic! It was
Hollywood meets Geiranger,”
Norwegian TV personality

Harald Rønneberg described
the colorful ceremony to pub-
lic broadcaster NRK. “It was
gospel and love. We laughed,
we clapped, and we were
touched. It was absolutely beau-
tiful.” The couple has sold the
wedding photo rights to British

celebrity magazine Hello! and
the film rights to Netflix. The
deals prompted protests from
Norwegian media, which say
the arrangement goes against
local practices. The couple
have often lashed out against
the press while promoting
themselves on social media.
The 87-year-old King Harald,
who has been in fragile health
the past few years, attended his
daughter’s wedding together
with Queen Sonja and other
member of the Norwegian
royal house. 
Crown Princess Victoria and
her husband Prince Daniel
represented the Swedish royal
house together with her broth-
er, Prince Carl Philip, and his
wife Princess Sofia. No other
European royals attended the
wedding.
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Berlin (AP): Two state elec-
tions in eastern Germany
Sunday offer the far-right
Alternative for Germany the
chance to become the strongest
party for the first time and
could produce painful results
for the unpopular national
government.  A new party
founded by a prominent leftist
also hopes to make an imme-
diate impact. About 3.3 million
people are eligible to vote in
Saxony and nearly 1.7 million
in Thuringia. 
Sunday’s elections are being
watched nervously in Berlin:
While the three parties in
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s gov-
erning coalition were weak
there already, they risk drop-
ping under the 5 per cent sup-
port threshold needed to stay in
the state legislatures at all.
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Philippine authorities raided
a suspected illegal online

gaming and cyberscam com-
plex in a central province and
took into custody more than
160 people — mostly Chinese
and Indonesians — who were
committing internet-based
crimes, officials said
Sunday.The raid on Saturday by
more than 100 government
agents, backed by military intel-
ligence, on a resort compound
in Lapu-Lapu city was part of
an ongoing crackdown after
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr
ordered a ban in July on wide-
spread — and mostly Chinese-
run — online gaming opera-
tions that cater mostly to clients
in China, where illegal gam-
bling is banned.
Marcos said then that the mas-
sive illegal gambling opera-

tions have ignored Philippine
laws with largescale violations
of regulations and also commit-
ted other crimes, including
financial scams, human traf-
ficking, torture, kidnappings
and murder.
The raid at the Tourist Garden
Resort, which has 10 buildings
with swimming pools, karaoke
bars and restaurants, came
after the Indonesian Embassy
in Manila requested the rescue
of eight Indonesians who were
reportedly forced to work in
the online gaming hub, accord-
ing to the Presidential Anti-
Organized Crime Commission.
At least 162 foreign nationals
“were found working in three
separate scam farms within
the compound,” the commis-
sion said without elaborating.
Such crimes include fraudulent
love, gaming and investment
schemes online that have

defrauded victims of large
amounts of money, according
to Philippine officials.
The 83 Chinese, 70
Indonesians, 6 Myanmar
nationals, 2 Taiwanese and a
Malaysian will be flown to
Manila to face an investigation
by the Bureau of Immigration
and possible deportation, it
added.The owner of the hotel
compound was arrested and
could face criminal complaints,
including for harboring illegal-
ly staying foreigners, the com-
mission and immigration offi-
cials said.“We will suggest to
the authorities to file cases
against resort owners who
allow their properties to be
used by illegal aliens in their
covert operations,” Tansingco
said. “This will serve as a
warning to those who might
attempt to start illegal online
gambling operations.”
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The combined market
valuation of eight of the

top-10 most valued firms
surged Rs 1,53,019.32 crore
last week, with Bharti Airtel
and IT majors Infosys, Tata
Consultancy Services
emerging as the biggest
gainers, in line with a record
rally in equities.
Last week, the BSE
benchmark jumped 1,279.56
points or 1.57 per cent.
Rallying for the ninth straight
session on Friday, the 30-
share BSE Sensex climbed
231.16 points or 0.28 per cent
to settle at an all-time closing
high of 82,365.77. During the
day, it jumped 502.42 points
or 0.61 per cent to hit a record
intra-day peak of 82,637.03.
The market valuation of
Bharti Airtel soared Rs
47,194.86 crore to Rs
9,04,587.12 crore.
Infosys added Rs 33,611.37
crore taking its valuation to
Rs 8,06,880.50 crore.
The valuation of Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS)
jumped Rs 31,784.9 crore to

Rs 16,46,899.17 crore and that
of ICICI Bank surged Rs
18,734.3 crore to Rs
8,66,374.41 crore.
The market capitalisation
(mcap) of Reliance Industries
climbed Rs 13,396.42 crore to
Rs 20,43,107.10 crore and that
of HDFC Bank rallied Rs
5,600.24 crore to Rs
12,44,206.43 crore.

The valuation of Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LICI) went up by Rs
2,340.25 crore to Rs
6,73,390.88 crore and that of
State Bank of India advanced
Rs 356.98 crore to Rs
7,27,935.97 crore.
However, the mcap of
Hindustan Unilever slumped
Rs 8,411.54 crore to Rs

6,52,739.95 crore and 
that of ITC declined by 
Rs 4,776.48 crore to
Rs 6,27,587.76 crore.
Reliance Industries continued
to retain the title of the most
valued firm followed by TCS,
HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel,
ICICI Bank, Infosys, State
Bank, LIC, Hindustan
Unilever and ITC.
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Movement in the stock
market this week will

largely be driven by global
trends, macroeconomic data
announcements and trading
activity of foreign investors,
analysts said.
Equity benchmark indices,
which are on a dream run for
the past several days, will also
track trading in global oil
benchmark Brent crude and
movement of rupee against
the US dollar.
"The next FOMC (Federal
Open Market Committee)
meeting is scheduled for mid-
September, but before that,
the market will be closely
watching upcoming US
economic data. Key indicators
like manufacturing PMI, non-
farm payrolls, and
unemployment rate will be
released this week, all of
which could significantly
influence market sentiment.
"Institutional flows will play a
critical role," said Santosh
Meena, Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart Ltd.
The primary driver behind
the bullish momentum in the
domestic market is the
growing anticipation of a rate
cut in the United States and
buying support from
domestic investors.
Auto stocks would remain in
the limelight amid sales data

announcement.
"We expect the market to
continue its northbound
journey with stock-specific
action. Global macro data
which will be released during
the week will continue to
provide cues to domestic
equities," Siddhartha
Khemka, Head - Research,
Wealth Management, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services Ltd,
said.
Last week, the BSE
benchmark jumped 1,279.56
points or 1.57 per cent, and
the Nifty soared 412.75 points

or 1.66 per cent.
In nine days of rally, the BSE
benchmark surged 1,941.09
points or 2.41 per cent. The
Nifty zoomed 1,096.9 points
or 4.54 per cent in 12 sessions.
"Benchmark indices scaled
new highs in a positive
trading session on the back of
broad-based buying support,
as hopes of a rate cut by the
US Fed next month after last
week's Jackson Hole meeting
has made investors more
confident. However, caution
may prevail and profit-taking
could make a comeback as the

market has been on an
upward march for the last 12
trading sessions," Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.
On Friday, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 231.16 points
or 0.28 per cent to settle at an
all-time closing high of
82,365.77. 
During the day, it jumped
502.42 points or 0.61 per cent
to hit a record intra-day peak
of 82,637.03.
In its best winning streak
since its launch in 1996, the
Nifty soared 83.95 points or
0.33 per cent to hit a new
lifetime closing high of
25,235.90, taking its
victorious run to the 12th day
in a row. 
During the day, it surged
116.4 points or 0.46 per cent
to hit a new record intra-day
peak of 25,268.35.
"Nifty ended higher on Friday
for the twelfth consecutive
session, its best winning
streak since its launch in
1996. 
Global shares mostly rose
Friday as markets continued
to be moderately optimistic
about the prospects of
technology companies helped
by the prospect of lower
interest rates amid signs of
moderating inflation across
the developed world," said
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail
Research, HDFC Securities.
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Jet fuel, or ATF, price was on
Sunday reduced by 4.6 per

cent while the rate of
commercial LPG used in
hotels and restaurants was
hiked by Rs 39 per 19-kg
cylinder in the monthly
revision done in line with
international oil price trends.
Aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
price was cut by Rs 4,495.5
per kilolitre, or 4.58 per cent,
to Rs 93,480.22 per kl in the
national capital, according to
state-owned fuel retailers.
The price reduction will help
ease the burden on airlines for
whom fuel makes up for
almost 40 per cent of the
operating cost.
The reduction follows two
rounds of monthly price
increases. Jet fuel prices were
on August 1 raised by 2 per
cent or Rs 1,827.34 per kl and
by 1.2 per cent (Rs 1,179.37
per kl). These hikes followed a
steep 6.5 per cent (Rs 6,673.87
per kl) reduction effected on
June 1.
The ATF rate in Mumbai was
reduced to Rs 87,432.78 per kl
on Sunday from Rs 91,650.34
previously.
Prices differ from state to
state depending on the

incidence of local taxes.
Alongside, oil firms increased
the price of commercial LPG
by Rs 39 to Rs 1,691.50 per
19-kg cylinder.
This is the second straight
monthly increase. Prices were
hiked by Rs 6.5 per cylinder
on August 1.
The two rounds of increase
follow four monthly price
reductions. In four price
reductions, rates were cut by
Rs 148 per 19-kg cylinder.

Commercial LPG now costs
Rs 1,644 per 19-kg cylinder in
Mumbai, Rs 1,802.50 in
Kolkata and Rs 1,855 in
Chennai.
Rate of cooking gas used in
domestic households,
however, remained
unchanged at Rs 803 per 14.2-
kg cylinder.
State-owned Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL), and Hindustan

Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL) revise prices of ATF
and cooking gas on the first of
every month based on the
average price of benchmark
international fuel and foreign
exchange rate.
Prices of petrol and diesel
continue to remain frozen.
Rates had been cut Rs 2 per
litre in mid-March. Petrol
costs Rs 94.72 a litre in Delhi
while diesel is priced at Rs
87.62.
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The government is working
to amend its 2016

guidelines with regard to
dividend payment, bonus
issues and share buyback by
CPSEs, officials said. 
The finance ministry had in
May 2016, issued a
comprehensive guidelines on
'Capital Restructuring of
Central Public Sector
Enterprises (CPSEs)' in 2016
for efficient management of
government investment in
CPSEs.
"With the CPSEs now more
strong in terms of balance
sheet and having improved on
their market capitalisation, it
is now time for a relook of the
capital restructuring
guidelines," an official told
PTI. 
The amended guidelines are
expected to be issued by the
finance ministry this month,
another official said. 
As per the capital

restructuring guidelines
issued, CPSEs that do not
have plans to deploy their
capital optimally for business
purposes should have a
professional look at the
surplus funds available to
them. 
As per the guidelines issued
by the Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) in
May 2016, every CPSE is
required to pay a minimum
annual dividend of 30 per
cent of PAT or 5 per cent of
the net worth. 
Also, every CPSE having net
worth of at least Rs 2,000
crore and cash and bank
balance of over Rs 1,000 crore
were required to opt for share
buyback. 
Also, bonus shares are to be
issued if the defined reserves
and surplus of CPSEs is equal
to or more than 10 times of its
paid up equity share capital. 
A CPSE where market price
or book value of its share

exceeds 50 times of its face
value will split-off its shares
appropriately. 
The intention behind the
guidelines is that CPSEs
sitting on cash piles are
required to pay dividends,
which will, in turn, help keep
investors interested in the
stock.
The combined market
capitalisation of CPSEs, banks
and insurance companies has
grown over 500 per cent in
the past three years from Rs
15 lakh crore to over Rs 58
lakh crore. 
Also, the government's equity
holding has risen four times
to Rs 38 lakh crore from Rs
9.5 lakh crore in January
2021. 
So far in 2024-25, Rs
10,604.74 crore has been
obtained through dividend
from the CPSEs. 
In the current fiscal year, the
government has budgeted to
collect Rs 56,260 crore as
dividend from public sector .
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India's 21 major listed real
estate developers have

together sold properties
worth nearly Rs 35,000 crore
during the latest June quarter
with Godrej Properties
reporting highest sale
bookings.
Except few, all major listed
real estate developers have
shown annual growth in sale
bookings in the April-June
quarter driven by strong
consumer demand for
residential properties,
especially of luxury homes.
According to the data
compiled from regulatory
filings, India's 21 major listed
realty firms have reported
combined sale bookings of Rs
34,927.5 crore in the first
quarter of 2024-25 fiscal.
Out of these combined sale
bookings, bulk of pre-sales
came from residential
segment.
In terms of sale bookings,
Godrej Properties emerged as
the largest listed player in the
June quarter with pre-sales of
Rs 8,637 crore.
DLF Ltd, the country's largest
realty firm in terms of market
capitalisation, reported more
than three-fold jump in its
sale bookings at Rs 6,404
crore in the first quarter of
this fiscal.
Mumbai-based Macrotech
Developers, which sells
properties under 'Lodha'
brand, clocked pre-sales of Rs

4,030 crore. Gurugram-based
Signature Global, which
recently got listed, achieved
sale bookings of Rs 3,120
crore in June quarter, more
than three times from the
year-ago period.
Bengaluru-based Prestige
Estates Projects clocked sale
bookings of Rs 3,029.5 crore
in June quarter, down from
the corresponding period of
the previous year.
Bengaluru-based firms Sobha
Ltd and Brigade Enterprises
sold properties worth Rs
1,874 crore and Rs 1,086
crore, respectively, during the
April-June period of this
fiscal.
B e n g a l u r u - b a s e d
Puravankara Ltd achieved
sale bookings of Rs 1,128
crore, almost flat compared
to the year-ago period.

Mumbai-based Oberoi
Realty, which is into luxury
housing segment, sold
properties worth Rs 1,067
crore last fiscal.
Mumbai-based builders
Mahindra Lifespace
Developers Ltd and Keystone
Realtors (Rustomjee) clocked
sale bookings of Rs 1,019
crore and Rs 611 crore,
respectively.
Pune-based Kolte-Patil sold
properties worth Rs 711 crore
while Mumbai-based Sunteck
Realty sold properties worth
Rs 502 crore.
Bengaluru-based Shriram
Properties achieved sale
bookings of Rs 376 crore.
Delhi-based TARC Ltd and
Ashiana Housing achieved
sale bookings of Rs 310 crore
and Rs 235 crore,
respectively.

Ahmedabad-based Arvind
Smartspaces Ltd sold
properties worth Rs 201
crore, while Mumbai-based
Ajmera Realty &
Infrastructure Ltd reported
pre-sales of Rs 306 crore.
Lucknow-based Eldeco
Housing & Industries Ltd
sold properties worth Rs 59
crore while Mumbai-based
Equinox India Developments
Ltd (earlier Indiabulls Real
Estate Ltd) achieved pre-sales
of Rs 82 crore.
Mumbai-based Suraj Estate
Developers Ltd has reported
a sale bookings of Rs 140
crore in the first quarter of
this fiscal year.
Sale bookings data of many
listed players was not
available.
Industry experts attribute
this increase in sale bookings
of major listed players to
strong housing demand after
the COVID pandemic.
Housing market is also
witnessing a shift in
consumer demand towards
those realty companies and
brands which have better
track record of executing real
estate projects.
Real estate developers, which
are not listed on stock
exchanges, generally do not
report their quarterly and
annual sale bookings.
Tata Realty & Infrastructure
Ltd, Adani Realty, Piramal
Realty, Hiranandani Group,
Embassy Group and K Raheja
Group are major players in

unlisted space.
Post-COVID pandemic,
Indian real estate market,
especially housing segment,
has bounced back sharply on
pent up demand and growing
desire to have home
ownership.
Branded and reputed players,
including listed and unlisted
ones, have benefited most in
this revival cycle as
homebuyers do not want to
take risk of getting stuck in
real estate projects after
making payments.
Thousands of buyers are still
stuck in housing projects of
builders like Unitech and
Jaypee Infratech Ltd which
defaulted in delivering
projects.
Homebuyers of Amrapali
Group are getting possession
of their flats after
intervention from the
Supreme Court.
Suraksha Group has won a
bid to acquire Jaypee
Infratech Ltd (JIL) through
insolvency process. The
Group has infused capital and
is awarding construction
contracts to complete around
20,000 unfinished flats in
Delhi-NCR.
Thousands of buyers of many
NCR-based builders such as
Unitech, Ansal API,
Supertech Ajanara, The 3C
Group, and Today Homes are
stuck and fighting legal cases
in real estate regulatory
authorities at state level,
tribunals and courts.
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V Satish Kumar on Sunday
took over as the chairman

of the Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC), the nation's largest oil
firm.
Kumar, who is director
(marketing) at IOC, was given
additional charge of chairman
following delays in finding a
full-time chairman.
"He will concurrently serve as
chairman while continuing in
his role as Director
(Marketing), a position he has
held since October 2021," the
company said in a statement.
He also held the additional
charge of Director (Finance)
for one year from October
2022, a period characterised
by geopolitical tensions due to
the Ukraine-Russia conflict.
With a career spanning 35
years, Kumar has served in
various regions across the
country and held key
positions, leading IOC's
efforts to maintain its
leadership in the marketing of
petroleum products.
He has also gained extensive
experience in engaging with
multinational oil companies,
serving as non-executive
chairman of Indian Oil
Petronas Pvt Ltd, a joint
venture between IOC and
Petronas (Malaysia), and as
non-executive chairman of
Indian Oil Mauritius Ltd, a
subsidiary of IOC.
"In his capacity as Director
(Marketing), he ensured
uninterrupted supplies of
petroleum products across
the various geographies even
during the times of natural
calamities or other
disruptions, exemplifying the
spirit of 'Nation First' and 'On
Duty Always'," the statement
said.
IOC's marketing division
under his leadership ensured
the highest ever physical
performance year upon year
in the last three years. During
his tenure, the company
embarked upon large scale
modernisation of its retail
outlets with new retail visual
identity and setting up of new
bottling plants, terminals and
large retail outlets with
wayside amenities on
highways.
During this period, IOC
emerged as a leader in sales of
high octane and energy
efficient fuels, green combo
lubricants, composite LPG
cylinders and 25 kg bitumen
packs in the market for
making products affordable
and customer conveniences.
He led the marketing division
in making aggressive forays
and took leadership positions
in marketing alternate and
clean energy solutions like e-
mobility, bio-fuel blends. IOC
is the only oil company to
market ethanol 100, AVGas
100 LL, and methanol blend
diesel.
Prior to his appointment as
Director (Marketing), Kumar
held the position of State
Head for Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh.

D���	��������
	�"���������
*C��������




�5��� 44
�������	
	����� 
	���������	��	����

� � ���
��

At the rate Erling
Haaland is scoring,
keeping up with

Manchester City is going to be
a difficult task in the English
Premier League.
So while it’s still only three
games into the season, it felt
significant when title rival
Arsenal dropped points on
Saturday and then saw City
take full advantage thanks to
another hat trick from
Haaland.
The Norway striker netted his
second treble in two games as
City beat West Ham 3-1 to
maintain its perfect start and
move two points ahead of
Arsenal, which was held 1-1
by Brighton after Declan Rice
was sent off early in the
second half. 
“No words for him,” City
manager Pep Guardiola said
about Haaland, who has seven
goals in three games to start
the season and 70 in total in
the 69 league games he has
played for the club.
With eight Premier League
hat tricks, Haaland has as
many as Thierry Henry (258
games), Harry Kane (320) and
Michael Owen (326)
managed in their careers. 
This was his first away from
Etihad Stadium, though, and
showed his wide range of
finishing skills.
The opener came when he ran
onto a pass from Bernarndo
Silva and beat goalkeeper

Alphonse Areola with a low
shot. After an own goal from
Ruben Dias, Haaland made it
2-1 when he received a pass
inside the area and hit a
thumping strike into the roof
of the net in the 30th minute.
The hat trick was complete in
the 83rd when he went clear

through on goal and lifted the
ball past Lukasz Fabianski,
who replaced Areola at
halftime. 
“I really liked the second goal,
I have to be honest,” Haaland
said. “The second one was
lovely. … I like to shoot a bit
hard sometimes, as well. Not

only easy shots. So it’s good to
get a little bit of power out of
my body.”
While there’s another 35
games left, Haaland’s prolific
form makes any small gap to
City look tough to overcome.
So perhaps it’s no wonder
Arsenal manager Mikel

Arteta was so frustrated after
what he felt was a decisive
refereeing decision.
In the early kickoff, Arsenal
was 1-0 up at Emirates
Stadium and looked in control
when Rice was shown a second
yellow card in the 49th minute,
apparently for nudging the ball

to the side as Joel Veltman tried
to take a quick free kick near
the sideline deep in Brighton’s
half.
Veltman kicked Rice from
behind in the process and the
home crowd was screaming
for the Brighton player to get
sanctioned, only for referee

Chris Kavanagh to show Rice
a red card instead.
“I was amazed. Amazed,
amazed, amazed, because of
how inconsistent decisions
can be,” Arteta said, arguing
that similar offenses went
unpunished earlier in the
game. “It was a really, really
hard one to take.”
That decision turned the
game completely and Joao
Pedro equalized from a
rebound in the 58th after
David Raya saved a shot from
Yankuba Minteh.
Kai Havertz put Arsenal
ahead in the 38th with a lob
over goalkeeper Bart
Verbruggen and had a chance
to restore Arsenal’s lead when
he ran through on goal again
in the 74th but his low shot
was saved that time.
Last-placed Everton could
only lament its own
inconsistencies - and inability
to defend crosses - after
giving up a 2-0 lead in the
final minutes to lose 3-2 at
home against Bournemouth,
while Brentford showed again
that it can cope just fine
without Ivan Toney by
beating Southampton 3-1.
Everton and Southampton
were without a point at the
bottom of the table, while
Arsenal and Brighton saw
their perfect starts to the
league come to an end. 
Liverpool also has six points
from two games and plays at
Manchester United on
Sunday.

EVERTON COLLAPSE
A bad start to Everton’s last
season at Goodison Park got
worse on Saturday, with
frustrated home fans flooding
out of the stadium at the final
whistle. 
Everton looked set to earn its
first points of the season after
Michael Keane and Dominic
Calvert-Lewin gave it a 2-0
lead that stood until the 87th
minute. But as soon as
Antoine Semenyo pulled one
back, nerves seemed to set in
among the Everton players
and home fans, and Lewis
Cook took advantage by
heading home an equalizer in
the second minute of injury
time. With Goodison Park
shell-shocked, Bournemouth
kept pouring forward and
found a winner in similar
fashion, as Luis Sinisterra was
left unmarked to head home
another cross at the far post
three minutes later. 
“Just threw the game away,”
Everton manager Sean Dyche
said. “We were in control,
complete control.” 
Bournemouth moved to five
points after opening the
season with two draws.
Toney watches as Mbuemo
shines
Toney was on hand to watch
Brentford from the stands
after completing a deadline-
day move to Saudi Arabian
club Al-Ahli on Friday, and
watched as Bryan Mbuemo
took up his role as goalscorer
instead.
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Welcome back to the U.S.
Open, Serena Williams.

Williams, a 23-time Grand
Slam singles champion,
returned to Flushing
Meadows on Saturday - but
she was watching tennis, not
playing it.
And she brought back an old
look, wearing a denim skirt
similar to the one she sported
while competing in New York
in 2004.
This was the first visit to the
U.S. Open by Williams since
2022, when she played there
in the final tournament of her
career. She made it to the
third round then before
losing to Ajla Tomljanovic in
her last match, although
Williams was careful not to
say she was retiring, but
rather described it as
“evolving” away from
professional tennis.
She’s been plenty busy ever
since, pursuing her business
interests, signing a book deal,
putting out a documentary
series currently airing on
ESPN and, in July, hosting the
ESPYS. Williams gave birth to
her second daughter a year
ago.
The 42-year-old American
won six singles championships
at the U.S. Open - tied with
Chris Evert for the most -
during her decades of
dominance with a racket in her
hands. This time Williams was
sitting in a suite in Arthur Ashe
Stadium while Jannik Sinner,
the No. 1-ranked man, earned
a straight-set victory in the
third round against Chris
O’Connell.

Williams made her way
around the grounds, checking
out American Tommy Paul’s
win at Louis Armstrong
Stadium and stopping by the
players’ gym at one point for a
chat with the current women’s
No. 1, Iga Swiatek, who was
scheduled to play on Saturday
night.
One of Williams’ good
friends, 2018 Australian

Open champion and former
No. 1 Caroline Wozniacki,
joked after winning Saturday
to get to the fourth round that
she was disappointed not to
have spotted Williams in the
spectator seats on the
Grandstand.
“I’m going to text her,”’
Wozniacki said with a laugh.
“‘I’m pretty mad at her for not
showing up at my match.
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Jannik Sinner never gave his
third-round opponent at the

U.S. Open on Saturday, Chris
O’Connell, even a moment to
contemplate pulling off the sort of
monumental upset that
eliminated Novak Djokovic and
Carlos Alcaraz.”It shows that this
sport is unpredictable. Whenever
you drop a little bit of your level -
if it’s mental, if it’s tennis-wise or
physical - at the end, it has a huge
impact on the result,” Sinner said.
“Both opponents who they lost
against, they played some
incredible tennis. And it
happens.”
Not to the No. 1-ranked Sinner,
who is suddenly the favorite to
win the men’s championship at
Flushing Meadows. He won the
first five games and 21 of the first
29 points to make quite clear how
things would go at Arthur Ashe
Stadium and wrapped up a 6-1, 6-
4, 6-2 victory over O’Connell in
under two hours.
“I felt like he was on from the get-
go,” O’Connell said. “I felt a little
bit clueless, to be honest. ... Every

single shot, I just felt like I had to
do something with it, because he
was just on me. He was
suffocating me.”
Stepping on court less than 15
hours after Djokovic’s loss to
Alexei Popyrin, and two days
after Alcaraz’s loss to Botic van de
Zandschulp, Sinner was as
dominant as can be in every facet
of the sport. With 23-time major
champion Serena Williams
watching from an Ashe suite,
Sinner struck 15 aces. He never
faced a break point. He won five
of O’Connell’s 12 service games.
He finished with more than twice
as many winners, 46, as unforced
errors, 22.
“The best tennis player I’ve ever
played, for sure,” the 30-year-old
O’Connell said.
The only past men’s champion at
the U.S. Open still in the bracket
is 2021 winner Daniil Medvedev.
“For sure didn’t expect to have
this in the fourth round when
Novak and Carlos are here,”
Medvedev said after beating No.
31 Flavio Cobolli 6-3, 6-4, 6-3.
“So it’s a fun feeling from one
side, but from the other side it’s a

new tournament. I need to play
my best to try to win it again.”
The No. 5 seed will next face
Nuno Borges, who was a point
away from elimination at 6-3 in a
fourth-set tiebreaker, then rallied
to beat Jakub Mensik 6-7 (5), 6-1,
3-6, 7-6 (6), 6-0. Top-ranked Iga

Swiatek, who counts the 2022 title
at Flushing Meadows among her
five Grand Slam trophies, beat
No. 25 seed Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova 6-4, 6-2 to reach
the fourth round of the U.S. Open
for the fourth straight year. 
Earlier Saturday, Jasmine Paolini

joined Coco Gauff as the only
women to reach at least the fourth
round at every major in 2024,
getting that far at the U.S. Open
for the first time with a 6-3, 6-4
victory over No. 30 seed Yulia
Putintseva.
The fifth-seeded Paolini was the
runner-up at the French Open in
June and Wimbledon in July and
next meets 2023 French Open
finalist Karolina Muchova. Also
advancing were No. 6 Jessica
Pegula, No. 16 Liudmila
Samsonova, No. 18 Diana
Shnaider and 2018 Australian
Open champion Caroline
Wozniacki.
Since losing the first set he played
in New York, against Mackie
McDonald - which also was the
first set Sinner had played since
news emerged of a doping case
that involved two positive tests in
March for trace amounts of a
banned anabolic steroid - the 23-
year-old from Italy has performed
impeccably, dropping a total of 18
games across nine sets.
Trying to collect his second
Grand Slam title of the year after
gaining the first of his career at

the Australian Open in January,
Sinner will face No. 14 Tommy
Paul of the United States in the
fourth round on Monday. Paul
defeated Canadian qualifier
Gabriel Diallo 6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-1, 7-
6 (3).
“He’s a great mover. He has
improved a lot in the last period
of time. It’s going to be a tough
challenge,” Sinner said about
facing Paul, a 2023 Australian
Open semifinalist. “He plays
some great tennis, especially here
in America.” 
Perhaps there was some wariness
on Sinner’s part heading into
Saturday, given recent events.
This is, after all, only the
third time in the Open era (the
others were in 1973 and 2000)
that two of the top three seeded
men were gone before the fourth
round.
So Sinner woke up as the man
considered likeliest to win the
U.S. Open, a status that belonged
to No. 3 Alcaraz - the champion at
the French Open and Wimbledon
this season - before the
tournament began. No. 2
Djokovic - the defending champ

and owner of a men’s-record 24
major trophies - moved atop the
odds when Alcaraz was sent home
Thursday night, only to
relinquish that after his own early
exit Friday night.
The 87th-ranked O’Connell
harbored hope of producing yet
another surprise, even if he’s
never beaten a member of the top
10 or been past the third round at
a Slam.
What van de Zandschulp and
Popyrin did allowed O’Connell to
dream of producing something
similar against Sinner.
“I mean, yeah, I’ve got to believe,”
O’Connell said, “but I just felt that
he was really on fire.”
There is something quite difficult
about trying to follow up one
career-best win with another, and
van de Zandschulp didn’t really
show up on Saturday, eliminated
by No. 25 Jack Draper 6-3, 6-4, 6-
2. Draper, a 22-year-old left-
hander from Britain, never has
been past the fourth round a
major, and neither has his next
opponent, unseeded Tomas
Machac, a 6-3, 6-1, 6-2 winner
against David Goffin.
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Before she cut the air on the
world’s biggest sporting

stage with head-spinning,
gravity-defying moves, Logan
Edra, aka B-Girl Logistx, held
herself with a razor-sharp
focus.
Brows furrowed and hands
anchored at her hips, Team
USA’s youngest breaker this
year seemed more serious
than some of her competitors
at the Paris Olympics. This
was not just a contest for the
21-year-old daughter of
Filipino immigrants, but a
pressure-packed chance to
bring her cultural heritage
into a traditionally American
art form for all to see.
Representing both Filipinos
and immigrant families more
broadly was “the most
overwhelming part” of
breaking on the Olympic
stage, Edra said, calling it “a
different layer of love.”
As the spotlight now shifts to
the Paralympics, athletes like
Edra shoulder not only their
countries’ hopes for gold, but
the responsibility of
representing their identities
and cultures, which spectators
increasingly scrutinize. 
Edra did not advance past the
quarterfinals in the Paris b-
girl competition, but her
Olympic journey and current
No. 10 world ranking clearly
showcase her skill. When an
athlete excels at this level, she
said, stigma and judgment
often give way to respect.
“If someone’s doing a crazy
move on their elbows, and
they spin on their head -

clearly it takes so much
human strength. You can’t
deny that,” Edra said.
However, this effect of
positive exposure can
unravel if a minority athlete
becomes politically
outspoken. It’s a real
dilemma: Voicing opinions
on a sensitive topic can
jeopardize the breadth of
their influence, yet
remaining silent can feel like
betraying their true selves.
Navigating this balance
between embracing
authenticity and preserving
respect is a constant
challenge.
Social scientists call this
dynamic the “arasocial
contact hypothesis,”which

suggests prejudice can be
reduced through positive
exposure to athletes or other
members of marginalized or
stigmatized groups.
Researchers tested the theory
by exploring soccer’s
influence on Islamophobia in
British culture. After
Egyptian striker Mohamed
Salah, known for his prayers
on the pitch, was
instrumental in a decisive
Liverpool win, viral videos
showed British fans
celebrating with chants like
“If he scores another few, then
I’ll be Muslim, too,” and
“Mohamed Salah, a gift from
Allah. He’s always scoring; it’s
almost boring.”
Researchers analyzed 15

million tweets and hate-crime
data from 25 police
departments, finding a 16%
drop in Liverpool-area hate
crimes and a halving of anti-
Muslim tweets by Liverpool
fans after Salah joined the
team. Surveys showed Salah’s
Muslim identity increased
belief in Islam’s compatibility
with British values.
Salma Mousa, a political
scientist at University of
California, Los Angeles, who
specializes in prejudice
reduction and who co-
authored the 2021 study,
pointed out the limitations of
this influence - she said Salah
maintained a “completely
apolitical” stance on
controversial issues at the

time.
“Practically this does place a
burden on minority players,”
said Ala Alrababah, another
co-author of the study and a
political scientist at Bocconi
University. “As a Muslim
player, as a Black player, as an
LGBTQ player, or as any
other minority, knowing that
playing well can improve
attitudes or playing badly can
worsen attitudes - This is
adding pressure. This is
tough.”
Whether it’s their intention to
or not, minority Olympians
become emblematic figures
for entire ethnicities or
religions. 
Gabby Douglas and Simone
Biles have ignited waves of
Black participation in
gymnastics. Sunisa Lee, who
in Tokyo became the first
Hmong-American and first
Asian American to win
women’s all-around gold,
sparked surges in Google
searches for “Hmong” and
“What is Hmong descent?”
And when Lee began battling
an incurable kidney condition
after her 2021 win, she raised
awareness about high rates of
kidney disease among the
Hmong American population.
Biles waited until after she
had won a sixth gold medal at
Paris before posting an
apparent reference to the U.S.
Presidential campaign on X,
writing “I love my black job.”
“All sports go way beyond what
happens on the field of play,
but that is true to a factor of 10
for the Olympic Games,” USA
Gymnastics spokesperson Jill
Geer said.
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Odisha FC have secured
AFC Women’s

Champions League Group
Stage berth, by topping their
preliminary round in Zarqa,
Jordan.
Making their international
debut, the Indian Women’s
League champions first
defeated Lion City Sailors
FC (Singapore) 4-1 before
notching a hard-fought 2-1
win over hosts Etihad Club
on Saturday to qualify for
the Group Stage of Asia’s
elite women’s club
competition.
A brace from 19-year-old
Lynda Kom Serto and two
own goals paved the way for
Odisha FC’s 4-1 win over the
Singapore outfit.
With Etihad Club winning
5-0 against Lion City Sailors
in the next match, Odisha
FC required nothing less
than three points against the
Jordanian champions to
qualify from the group.
Expectedly, it started as a
close contest but the
Juggernauts managed to take
a 1-0 lead at half-time thanks
to Jennifer Kankam Yeboah’s
27th-minute goal after she
was released in space by
Neha.
However, Etihad Club found
the equaliser in the 57th
minute via Jordan’s all-time
top-scorer Maysa Jbarah,
who scored with a left-
footed strike into the bottom
corner.

But Odisha FC were not to
be denied. They found their
second goal in the 70th
minute, with Lynda picking
out Yeboah, who took
advantage of an error in
judgement by the Etihad
goalkeeper, before slotting it
into the back of an empty
net.
The Juggernauts defended in
numbers for the remaining
20 minutes.
India custodian Shreya
Hooda also made a couple of
remarkable saves in the
dying minutes to ensure the
win and cap off a historic
night in Indian women’s
football.
In the Group Stage of the
AFC Women’s Champions
League, Odisha FC will
travel to Vietnam to face
Urawa Red Diamonds Ladies
(Japan), Taichung Blue
Whale Women’s Football
Team (Chinese Taipei), and
hosts Ho Chi Minh City

Women’s FC (Vietnam).
The Group Stage comprises
three groups of four teams
and will also be contested in
a centralised league format
from October 6-12.
The top two finishers of each
group and the two best
third-placed sides will
progress to the quarters to be
played on March 22 and 23,
2025.
A knockout stage draw will
be conducted prior to the
quarterfinals to determine
the four pairings, which will
be contested in a single-leg
format, with the higher-
ranked team of each tie to
serve as the home side.
This will be followed by a
centralised finals, which will
see the semi-finals and final
-- all single-leg ties -- being
played out from May 21-24,
2025, to determine the first
ever champions of the AFC
Women’s Champions
League.
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South Delhi Superstarz
skipper Ayush Badoni,
who hit a record 19

sixes, believes his ability to
time the ball is the reason
behind a record-smashing
55-ball 165 runs effort in the
Delhi Premier League match
against North Delhi Strikers.
The 24-year-old right-
hander’s superb effort
guiding his team to a 112-
run win on Saturday.
Ayush, who also shared a
286-run partnership with

opener Priyansh Arya for the
second wicket, bettered the
record for most sixes by a
batter in an innings which
stood in the name of West
Indian great Chris Gayle and
Estonia’s Sahil Chauhan.
They had both hit 18
maximums in T20 games.
“I was just looking to time
the ball well, I never thought
I would end up hitting 19
sixes in an innings. I just
focus on timing the ball and
not trying to hit the ball
hard,” Badoni told PTI
Videos. 

Badoni, who plays for
Lucknow Super Giants in the
IPL, has had a decent run
with the bat in the lucrative
league in his short cricketing
career. After his heroics in
the ongoing DPL, the batter
would be on the radar of
several franchises. 
“I am not thinking about the
(IPL) mega auction yet; my
focus is on winning the
Delhi Premier League right
now as a skipper,” he said.
“Playing in the IPL has made
life a lot easier for me as a
batter here (DPL). We face

world-class bowlers there,
and then coming here and
playing becomes relatively
easy.” 
LSG assistant coach Jonty
Rhodes compared Badoni to
former Proteas hard-hitting
batter Herschelle Gibbs.
“Jonty and I have a great
relationship. I want to thank
him for his kind words and
just want to say that ‘see you
soon, Jonty’.”
Badoni has led South Delhi
Superstarz from the front.
He along with Priyansh Arya
have amassed 1,091 runs in

the inaugural edition of the
DPL. The skipper conceded
that good partnerships take
the pressure off batters
coming down the order.
“I know that Priyansh and I
have done well and our
batting does help take the
pressure off the team. But
they come and tell me after
the game that they too are
eager to contribute with the
bat. There are a few
youngsters who have
impressed and now it is our
turn to groom them well,” he
said.
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Six Indian cricketers,
including vice-captain

Smriti Mandhana, will be
part of the upcoming
Women’s Big Bash League
(WBBL), starting October
27, after being picked by
different teams. 
While Mandana was pre-
signed by Adelaide
Strikers, Dayalan
Hemalatha will play the
league for the first time
after the top-order batter
was drafted by the Perth
Scorchers, where she will
add firepower to their
line-up.
W i c k e t k e e p e r - b a t t e r
Yastika Bhatia will also
make her WBBL debut
after being picked up by
the Melbourne Stars,
where she’ll join national

teammate Deepti Sharma. 
India all-rounder Shikha
Pandey has been picked up
by Brisbane Heat, where
she is expected to inject
much-needed pace into
the squad and add plenty
as a powerful middle-to-
lower-order batter. 
Pandey will be available

for the entire season as she
is not part of India’s T20
World Cup squad. She
joins Jemimah Rodrigues
in Brisbane Heat’s squad.
The WBBL will start on
October 27 in Adelaide
with a match between
Adelaide Strikers and
Brisbane Heat.
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Shuttler Manisha Ramdass
kept India’s medal hopes

alive by progressing to the
women’s single semifinals in
SU5 category but Mandeep
Kaur and Palak Kohli were
eliminated from the Paris
Paralympics following
contrasting defeats in their
respective quarterfinals here
on Sunday.
The 19-year-old Manisha, who
was born with Erb’s palsy
which affected her right arm,
had no trouble in dispatching
Japan’s Mamiko Toyoda 21- 13
21-16 in the quarterfinal.
The second seed Indian left-
hander needed 30 minutes to
down her unseeded rival. 
In SU5 category, the players
have impairment of the upper
limbs. The impairment could
be on the playing or non-
playing hand.
Competing in SL3 category,
Mandeep hardly posed a
challenge to Nigeria’s third
seed Bolaji Mariam Eniola,
losing the contest 8-21 9-21 in

23 minutes.
It was the second consecutive
defeat for Mandeep against
Eniola, having lost to the
Nigerian in the Group stage as
well. SL3 category is for players
with severe lower-limb
disability competing on a half-
width court.
In SL4 category, para world
championship bronze
medallist Palak went down
fighting 19-21 15-21 to
Indonesia’s Khalimatus
Sadiyah in 28 minutes.
SL4 is a class for athletes
competing standing with less
severe impairment than in
SL3. Later in the day, Nithya
Sivan Sumathy will compete in
the last-eight stage in SH6
category against Poland’s
Oliwia Szmigiel. 
The men’s singles semifinal in
SL4 category will be an all-
Indian affair with Suhas
Yathiraj and Sukant Kadam
clashing against each other.
Nitesh Kumar will fight it out
with Japan’s Daisuke Fujihara
in the men’s singles semifinal
in SL3 category.
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South Africa cricket
legend Jonty Rhodes

believes the Indian
team will only become
stronger under new
head coach Gautam
Gambhir, and said the
former opener has the
ability to make an
instant impact in any
side. 
“Wherever GG
(Gautam Gambhir)
goes he makes an
impact, we saw this
when he left the
Lucknow Super Giants
and went to the Kolkata
Knight Riders the
impact that he had,”
Rhodes told PTI videos
at the Pro Cricket
League launch event on
Saturday. 
“He is very much a
hands-on guy and is
certainly somebody
who knows what he

wants and speaks his
own mind.  “Gambhir
leaves no stone
unturned, and now that
he has taken over the
reigns of the Indian
team, they will go from
strength to strength,” he
added. 
Rhodes, who is the
fielding coach of
Lucknow Super Giants,
also lauded Zaheer
Khan’s appointment as
mentor of the IPL side. 
He said Zaheer’s calm
head will help the side
get through tense
situations during a
game. 
“A calm cricketing
mind is what you need
at the IPL level,
especially in the dugout
scenario. You need
people with calm heads
because it gets very
tense. 
“If emotions start to get
the better of you it

impacts everybody
sitting in the dug-out or
on the field. In such
situations, it is great to
have someone like Zak
(Zaheer), because he
brings the skills and the
knowledge, and he also
brings the mojo,” he
said. 
“We have worked
together at Mumbai
Indians and he is

technically very sound
indeed.” 
Rumours are doing
rounds that Rohit
Sharma is set to replace
KL Rahul in LSG. 
“I spent a lot of time
with Rohit Sharma at
the Mumbai Indians
and I am just so grateful
that had I had an
opportunity to watch
him play there. The

changes, if there are,
will not be my decision
and I am not worried
about them right now,”
Rhodes said. 
Rhodes also compared
young LSG batter
Ayush Badoni with
former Proteas batting
great Herschelle Gibbs
after the latter broke the
record for smashing
most number of sixes

(19) by a batter in a
single innings of a T20
game in the ongoing
Delhi Premier League. 
“He is a precocious
talent that is for sure, he
is short so he has got a
low centre of gravity. He
gets under the good
length deliveries he can
hit it anywhere around
the ground, he has such
fast hands. Justin
Langer was so
impressed with the
sheer talent that he has,”
he said. 
“He reminds me a bit of
Herschelle Gibbs. He
has tremendous hitting
ability and when he
matches that with
calmness, presence of
mind, good game plan,
he will become a really
tough guy to bowl to
because he can play
both conventional and
unconventional shots
with ease.”
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India’s Rohan Bopanna and
his Indonesian partner

Aldila Sutjiadi moved into the
mixed doubles quarterfinals of
the US Open here.
Bopanna and Sutjiadi, seeded
eighth, beat the Australian duo
of John Pears and Katerina
Siniakova of the Czech
Republic 0-6 7-6(5) 10-7 in a
second-round match that
lasted one hour and 13
minutes. Bopanna and Sutjiadi
will next play fourth seeds
Matthew Ebden and Barbora
Krejcikova.

Bopanna and his partner had
won 7-6(7) 7-6(5) against
Germany’s Tim Puetz and
Dutch player Demi Schuurs in
the opening round.
Bopanna had also moved into
the third round of men’s
doubles along with Ebden
with a 6-2 6-4 win over Spain’s
Roberto Carballes Baena and
Federico Coria from
Argentina.
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Boxing’s already uncertain
Olympic future was thrown

into further jeopardy after the
sport’s Asian governing body
voted against leaving the
suspended International
Boxing Association (IBA) to
join the rival association.
The polling was held via a
secret ballot with 21 countries
voting in favour of continuing
with IBA, while 14 cast their
ballot in favour of joining
World Boxing, the new body
constituted to run the affairs of
the sport. There was one
invalid vote.
Besides India, which
participated as an observer, the
other countries whose names

figured on the roll call
included, Bahrain, Bhutan,
Brunei, Cambodia, China,
Chinese Taipei, Timor Leste,
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Japan, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Laos,
Lebanon, Macau, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan,
Palestine, Philippines, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Sri
Lanka, Syria, Tajikistan,
Thailand, Turkmenistan,
United Arab Emirates,
Uzbekistan, Vietnam and
Yemen.
The IBA has been at
loggerheads with the IOC,
with the latter managing the
Olympics qualification process
for the Tokyo and Paris Games.
With the Asian Boxing

Confederation (ASBC)
refusing to the join World
Boxing, which is being pushed
as an alternate to IBA, the
future of the sport in the 2028
Los Angeles Games hangs in a
balance.
Following the voting, IBA hit
out at World Boxing, saying
the new body lacked the
wherewithal to organise major
international events.
“World Boxing, to tell the
truth, has no finances,
expertise and support to
organise any proper major
events, no means to support
their members and no
intention to develop boxing,”
said IBA in a statement.
“They (World Boxing) claim
that they want to keep boxing

at the heart of the Olympics,
fair enough; that said, they do
not care about the
development of the sport in the
countries, grassroots boxing,
performance path of the
athletes. They have no
program, no vision -- just a

standalone idea of boxing
being at the Olympics,” the
statement added.
IBA also asked the national
federations to think twice
before leaving as that could
mean a dead end for them.
“The IBA calls (upon) National

Federations to make decisions
carefully, as there will be no
way for a U-turn, should a
federation decide to leave. The
IBA remains committed to
supporting its athletes, coaches
and National Federations.
“World Boxing can
guarantee nothing; the IBA
in turn can show actions
supporting every word said.
We work hard in support of
grassroots boxing, while
giving elite boxers
opportunities to excel as
amateurs and professionals
both,” the statement added.
Welcoming the support from
the Asian body, IBA added that
it was an affirmation of the
good work done by it over the
years.

“This decision (by ASBC)
reflects the years of IBA’s hard
work invested in boxing
development worldwide and
true unity of the IBA Boxing
Family,” the statement added.
IBA also hit out at some of the
national federations that had
voted against it during the
secret ballot.
“Politically motivated
intentions to join World
Boxing backed by some
members are reckless. There is
no rationale in joining an
organization that has no
intention for boxing to thrive
but only pursues personal
ambitions of their leadership. 
“A move towards World
Boxing will undoubtedly
damage the sport in those

respective countries, the thesis
confirmed by the performance
of World Boxing nations in
Paris 2024,” it said.

Where does India stand vis-a-
vis World Boxing?

The Boxing Federation of
India had in May agreed to
become a member of World
Boxing. The membership
application was approved by
the BFI’s General Assembly. 
Senior BFI office-bearers had
also met with World Boxing
president and secretary-
general to discuss ways in
which India could support the
international federation in
growing its membership base
in Asia.
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Odisha FC have secured
AFC Women’s Champions

League Group Stage berth, by
topping their preliminary
round in Zarqa, Jordan. 
Making their international
debut, the Indian Women’s
League champions first
defeated Lion City Sailors FC
(Singapore) 4-1 before
notching a hard-fought 2-1 win
over hosts Etihad Club on
Saturday to qualify for the
Group Stage of Asia’s elite
women’s club competition.
A brace from 19-year-old
Lynda Kom Serto and two own
goals paved the way for Odisha
FC’s 4-1 win over the Singapore
outfit.
With Etihad Club winning 5-0
against Lion City Sailors in the
next match, Odisha FC
required nothing less than
three points against the
Jordanian champions to qualify
from the group.
Expectedly, it started as a close
contest but the Juggernauts
managed to take a 1-0 lead at
half-time thanks to Jennifer
Kankam Yeboah’s 27th-minute
goal after she was released in
space by Neha.
However, Etihad Club found
the equaliser in the 57th
minute via Jordan’s all-time
top-scorer Maysa Jbarah, who
scored with a left-footed strike
into the bottom corner.
But Odisha FC were not to be
denied. They found their

second goal in the 70th
minute, with Lynda picking
out Yeboah, who took
advantage of an error in
judgement by the Etihad
goalkeeper, before slotting it
into the back of an empty net.
The Juggernauts defended in
numbers for the remaining 20
minutes. 
India custodian Shreya
Hooda also made a couple of
remarkable saves in the dying
minutes to ensure the win
and cap off a historic night in
Indian women’s football. 
In the Group Stage of the AFC
Women’s Champions League,
Odisha FC will travel to
Vietnam to face Urawa Red
Diamonds Ladies (Japan),
Taichung Blue Whale Women’s
Football Team (Chinese
Taipei), and hosts Ho Chi
Minh City Women’s FC
(Vietnam).
The Group Stage comprises
three groups of four teams and
will also be contested in a
centralised league format from
October 6-12.
The top two finishers of each
group and the two best third-
placed sides will progress to the
quarters to be played on March
22 and 23, 2025.
A knockout stage draw will be
conducted prior to the
quarterfinals to determine the
four pairings, which will be
contested in a single-leg
format, with the higher-ranked
team of each tie to serve as the
home side.
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