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Shimla: Police,
protesters clash
over encroachment
by mosque

PNS n NEW DELHI

After his return from South
Africa in July 1914, Mahatma

Gandhi travelled the length and
breadth of India, with mode being
the third class on Indian Railways.
The aim was to have a one-to-one
connection with the masses, he
shared his experiences in the book
“Third Class in Indian Railways”
penned in Ranchi on September
25, 1917.
In a bid to bring these historical
moments closer to common
public, on Wednesday, Union
Minister for Culture Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat unveiled a
meticulously restored railway
coach at Gandhi Smriti and
Darshan Samiti (GSDS) at Rajghat
in the national Capital which is
visited by over 10,000 people daily,
including domestic and foreign
visitors.
The historical coach is painted
brown and marked with a ‘III’ to
denote third-class compartments,
featuring a life-size sculpture of the

‘Father of the Nation’, depicting the
famous act of stepping down from
the coach, underscoring its
national legacy.
Donated by the Union Ministry of
Railways, the coach is also
enriched with sculptures
showcasing Gandhi’s travels and
interactions with fellow
passengers, providing visitors with
an immersive experience that
brings to life Mahatma Gandhi’s
rail journeys.
During the ceremony, Shekhawat
emphasised that Gandhi’s
principles, especially his
commitment to ahimsa (non-
violence), remain profoundly
relevant in today’s geopolitical
climate. “Gandhiji’s thoughts are
relevant even today. Today, war has
broken out in Russia-Ukraine and
Gaza-Israel. In such a time, peace
can be established in the world
only by using Gandhi’s philosophy
of non-violence.”
He recalled that Gandhi always
used to travel in third class and
connect directly with the common

people.
The Union Cabinet Minister also
noted that the current
Government’s initiatives, such as
the Atmanirbhar Bharat vision in
defence and technology, align with
Gandhi’s ideals. Shekhawat also
addressed the urgent issue of
climate change, urging adherence
to Gandhi’s teachings to protect the

environment.
“Gandhi transformed the freedom
movement into a mass movement.
His memories will become a source
of inspiration and energy for future
India,” said the Minister, adding
that the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi took inspiration from
Gandhi and launched a cleanliness
campaign across the country.

We made the country free from
open defecation by building a
record 11 crore toilets. This was
Gandhi’s dream, which our Prime
Minister realised, said the Minister.
On the occasion, GSDS Vice
Chairman and former Union
Minister Vijay Goel, reflected on
Gandhi’s profound connection
with train journeys, recalling an
incident in 1893 when Gandhi was
forcibly removed from a train in
South Africa due to racial
discrimination. This pivotal
experience acted as a catalyst for
Gandhi to fight against apartheid
and other injustices.
Dr Jwala Prasad, GSDS director
acknowledged the committee’s
efforts under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
realise Gandhi’s dreams,
particularly through the
Swachhata Abhiyan. Shekhawat
also participated in the Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam campaign, planting a
sapling dedicated to environmental
conservation.

Continued on Page 2

PNS n SHIMLA

Protesters demanding the
demolition of an illegal

portion of a mosque in
Shimla's Sanjauli area clashed
with security personnel on
Wednesday, breaking
barricades and pelting stones
as police used water cannons
and baton-charged to
disperse them.
Raising slogans of “Jai Shri
Ram” and “Hindu Ekta
Zindabad”, hundreds of
protesters gathered at the
Sabzi Mandi Dhalli and
marched towards Sanjauli,
defying prohibitory orders
and ignoring warnings by the
administration to lodge their
protest and broke barricades
erected near the Dhalli
tunnel.

Continued on Page 2

Pakistan spreads terror to
discourage voters in J and K polls

Harris puts strong challenge
to Trump on key issues

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Yet another foreign trip
by Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi has

stoked another round of
controversy in the political
circles of India and the
Centre and BJP Leaders  on
Wednesday also commented
that Rahul Gandhi’s quota
remark in a foreign land has
exposed the Congress’ “anti-
reservation face” and making
“anti-national statements”
has become a habit for the
former Congress chief.
Sending a stern message to
Rahul Gandhi, Home
Minister Amit Shah said that
as long as the BJP is there, no
one can abolish reservation
or mess with the nation’s
security. The senior BJP
Leader’s comments came
after Rahul Gandhi told
students of Georgetown
University in the United
States that the Congress
would think of scrapping
reservations when “India is a
fair place”, which he said is
not the case right now.
“Standing with forces that
conspire to divide the
country and making anti-
national statements have
become a habit for Rahul

Gandhi and the Congress
party,” Shah said who was
also joined by his other
Cabinet colleagues including
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh.
Hitting back at the BJP for
accusing Rahul Gandhi of
making “anti-national
statements”, the Congress

said the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
has only talked about
upholding the Constitution
and asked why the ruling
party has a “problem”
whenever there is such talk.
The Home Minister said
whether it was supporting
the National Conference’s

“anti-national and anti-
reservation agenda” in
Jammu and Kashmir or
making “anti-India
statements” on foreign
platforms, Rahul Gandhi has
“always threatened” the
nation’s security and hurt
sentiments.

Continued on Page 2

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday called

for making India a global semi-
conductor hub and pointed out
that this is the right time to
invest in India’s semiconductor
industry. Modi said India is
well-positioned for success in
this field and that the world can
count on India’s growing semi-
conductor ecosystem. Modi said
that India is now the eighth
country globally to host an
event focused on the semicon-
ductor industry.
Speaking at the SEMICON
2024 conference at Greater
Noida, Modi said the Covid
pandemic showed the
importance of the supply
chain and underscored the
need to act to ward off any
disruption.  “Whether it was
Covid or war, there hasn’t been
a single industry to remain
unaffected by supply chain
disruptions,” he said. Stating
that India is a huge consumer
of such chips, he emphasised
that the world’s finest digital
public infrastructure was built
upon it. “This small chip is
doing big things to ensure last-

mile delivery in India,” Modi
said.
During his speech, he
mentioned various initiatives
and achievements that position
India as a key player in the
global semiconductor industry. 
Interestingly, Semiconductor
stocks rallied after PM Modi
asserted India’s commitment to
building and growing its
semiconductor infrastructure
at the Semicon India 2024
event. The Prime Minister also

highlighted the importance of
partnerships between
industries and the
Government.
The Prime Minister said
resilience of supply chains is
critical for the economy as he
made a pitch to boost
investments in domestic
manufacturing of
semiconductors — the
foundation of everything from
smartphones to EV and AI.  
Stressing the importance of a

resilient supply chain, the
Prime Minister expressed
pride in India’s central role in
building resilience across
sectors, positioning the
country as a key player in the
global mission to safeguard
supply chains.  
Prime Minister showcased
India’s reformist regime, 
stable policies and a market
that has tasted technology to
make a strong pitch for
investments in semiconductor
manufacturing.
“In 21st-century India, the
chips are never down.”
“Whether it is mobile
manufacturing, electronics, or
semiconductors, our focus is
clear  -  we want to build a
world that doesn’t stop or
pause in times of crisis but
keeps moving forward,” he
said.
The Prime Minister also spoke
about the comprehensive
approach under the Semicon
India Program, which provides
financial assistance for front-
end fabs, display fabs, and
semiconductor packaging,
ensuring that all critical
components of the supply
chain are covered.

Continued on Page 2

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

In the run-up to the first
phase of polling across 24

Assembly segments on
September 18, Pakistan has
stepped up efforts to spread the
reign of terror to discourage
enthusiastic voters from partic-
ipating in the maiden assembly
polls taking place after the
Abrogation of Article 370 in the
union territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.
On Wednesday, two major
provocative incidents were
reported in the Jammu region
which indicated terrorist
handlers and their
sympathisers in Pakistan are
desperately trying to disturb
the peaceful conduct of the
upcoming Assembly polls.
In one incident, two heavily
armed Pakistani terrorists,
hiding in the upper reaches of
Basantgarh bordering Kathua
and Udhampur districts, were
neutralised by the joint team
of security forces late
Wednesday evening.
In a separate incident, a BSF
jawan was injured during
unprovoked firing by the
Pakistani rangers on the
border outpost of BSF in the
Akhnoor sector. In response,
BSF troops 'effectively'
retaliated to give a befitting
reply to the Pakistani rangers.
However, there was no official
confirmation whether the
Pakistani rangers suffered any
fatal injuries or not.
Confirming the elimination of
two foreign terrorists in the

ongoing operation, Rising Star
Corps of the Indian Army
posted on X, "Two Terrorists
neutralised in the ongoing
Operation at Khandara
Kathua by troops of Rising
Star Corps-operations in
progress".
The initial contact was
established during ongoing
search operations launched by
the security forces to pin
down the group of terrorists
roaming in the area.
After the brief exchange of fire
between terrorists and
security forces additional
troops were rushed to the
encounter site to plug the
possible exit routes along the
Khandara top. A group of
more than three terrorists was
spotted in the area after which
search operations were
launched to neutralise them
inside the deep forests.
On September 9, two heavily
armed terrorists believed to be
Pakistani were neutralised by
the troops of the Indian army

while they were attempting to
infiltrate inside the Indian
territory in the Laam sector of
Nowshera in the frontier
district of Rajouri on Monday.
For the past several days,
different parts of Jammu and
Kashmir have been witnessing
an 'unprecedented' response
to the high-voltage
campaigning by the
candidates representing
various political parties.
The atmosphere in Kashmir
valley is electrifying as many
candidates are canvassing as
late as midnight in their native
villages and 'mohallas' in the
urban centers amid tight
security arrangements.  
In Jammu, unconfirmed
reports indicated the BSF
soldier was targeted by a
sniper from across the
International border.  Senior
BSF officials of the Jammu
frontier rushed to the forward
area to take stock of the
ground situation.

Continued on Page 2

AP n PHILADELPHIA

Kamala Harris pressed a
forceful case against

Donald Trump on Tuesday in
their first and perhaps only
debate before the presidential
election, repeatedly goading
him in an event that showcased
their starkly different visions
for the country on abortion,
immigration and American
democracy.
The Democratic vice
president provoked Trump
with reminders about the
2020 election loss that he still
denies, delivered derisive
asides at his false claims and
sought to underscore the
Republican former president’s
role in the Supreme Court’s
overturning of a national
right to abortion two years
ago.
Trump tore into Harris as too
liberal and a continuation of
Biden’s unpopular
administration, as he
launched into the sort of
freewheeling personal attacks
and digressions from which
his advisers and supporters
have tried to steer him away.
In one moment, Harris
turned to Trump and said that
as vice president, she had

spoken to foreign leaders who
“are laughing at Donald
Trump,” and said she had
spoken to military leaders,
“and they say you’re a
disgrace.”
As Trump, 78, again
questioned her racial identity,
the 59-year-old Harris, the
first woman, Black person
and person of South Asian
descent to serve as vice
president, pointedly gestured
to Trump and responded, “I
think the American people
want better than that, want

better than this.”
Trump in turn tried to link
Harris to the still-unpopular
Biden, questioning why she
hadn’t acted on her proposed
ideas while serving as vice
president.
Trump also focused his
attacks on Harris over her
assignment by Biden to deal
with the root causes of illegal
migration.
“Why hasn’t she done it? She’s
been there for three and a half
years,” he said.

Continued on Page 2

Delhi Police
asks metro staff
to be vigilant

Stepfather of Malaika
Arora commits suicide

SAUMYA SHUKLA n
NEW DELHI

Two days after the
suspected bid to derail

the Kalindi Express train in
Kanpur, the Delhi Police
has asked the metro staff to
be on high alert along with
increasing deployment of
security at Delhi Metro
stations.
A major train accident was
averted on Monday by an
alert loco pilot as the
Bhiwani-Prayagraj Kalindi
Express was brought to a
screeching half after hitting
an LPG cylinder placed on
tracks. A bottle of petrol
and matchboxes were also
found at the site hinting at
sabotage. The Kanpur
Police has lodged an FIR in
the matter.

According to officials on
Wednesday, the Delhi
Police have also asked the
staff of Delhi Metro to be
vigilant and alert. It has also
asked to increase checking
of passengers and
subsequently more police
personnel will be deployed
at the metro stations in the
city to deter any similar
sabotage attempt in the
city's lifeline Delhi Metro.
“The entire staff of the
Railways unit has been put
on high alert following the
Kanpur incident,” a senior
police officer of the Delhi
Police said, adding that
both foot and motorcycle
patrolling have been
enhanced.
He added that anti-sabotage
checks are being conducted
regularly along the railway
tracks with the help of dog
squads and bomb disposal
teams. “We have also asked
the railway staff of many
adjoining areas to keep
strict vigil in and around
the railway stations and
railway tracks,” another
senior police officer said.

Continued on Page 2

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at an exhibition during the inauguration of
SEMICON India 2024, in Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh, Wednesday PTI 

Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump shakes hands
with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during an ABC
News presidential debate at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia

AP/PTI

Rahul Gandhi interacts with the media at the National Press Club, in Washington DC, USA and Amit Shah condems his 
anti-national statements Photos: PTI

File photo: PTI

Stern message by Centre to Rahul
for anti-national remarks in US

Members of Hindu organisations stage
protest over illegal construction in a
mosque, at Sanjauli, Shimla PTI

LEADERS ACROSS PARTIES CRITICISE 

Right time to invest in Indian
Semiconductor industry: PM

Shekhawat unveils restored rail coach at GSDS, Rajghat
PTI n MUMBAI

Actor-model Malaika Arora’s
stepfather Anil Mehta allegedly

committed suicide by jumping from
a building in Mumbai on Wednesday
morning, a police official said. Mehta
allegedly jumped off the sixth floor of
a building in Bandra area, an official
said.
Police rushed to the spot and shifted
him to a hospital where he was
declared dead before arrival, the
official said. The exact reason behind
the incident was not yet known, the
official said, adding that an
investigation was underway. 
According to him, Mehta was the
stepfather of the Bollywood actor.
Meanwhile, a source told PTI, “It’s
true that Malaika’s (step) father
passed away this morning. He has
not committed suicide, it’s an
accident. They all are shocked
because he had no ailment or
anything as such.”
The police ‘panchnama’ will make
things clear, the source said.
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Amid rains lashing several
parts of the national

Capital and adjoining areas,
Delhi witnessed waterlogging
and traf f ic  snarls  on
Wednesday, causing inconve-
nience to commuters.
According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), in the past 24 hours
till 8 am on Wednesday, city’s
primary weather station
Safdarjung received six mm of
rainfall, Ayanagar 3.8 mm of
rainfall, Delhi University five
mm of rainfall, Lodi road 2.6
mm of rainfall, Narela 3 mm
of rainfall, Palam 11 mm of
rainfall, Ridge 5 mm of rain-
fall, Pitampura 28 mm of
rainfall and Pusa 0.5 mm of
rainfall.
The movement of traffic was
affected on the Outer Ring
Road in the carriageway from
Madhuban Chowk towards
Peeragarhi due to damaged
road/potholes at the bottle-
neck on the Mangolpuri
Railway Bridge, Peeragarhi,
police said on X.

In another post, police men-
tioned, "Traffic is affected on
Rohtak Road in the carriage-
way from Nangloi towards
Tikri Border and vice versa
due to potholes and water
logging.  Kindly avoid
Mundka and take alternate
route accordingly." The traf-
fic was also heavy on the
Delhi-Meerut Expressway
from Akshardham towards
Sarai Kale Khan.
Maneesh Singh, who was
travelling from north Delhi to
Gurugram, said the area near
Mahipalpur was completely
jam-packed. "I was travelling

from Model  Town to
Gurugram for a meeting. I got
stuck at Mahipalpur and there
was a massive jam at Delhi-
Gurugram border.  The
motorists were struggling to
pass through the stretch,"
Singh said.
In an advisory, the traffic
police also said that a trial run
is going to be conducted for
two weeks from Wednesday
for the diversion of buses
and trucks to avoid the
Hanuman Setu. As a result,
traffic will be affected on the
Mahatma Gandhi Marg and
the Outer Ring Road.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday

stressed on the need to focus
on new areas of energy tran-
sition like Green Hydrogen to
deal with climate change say-
ing it is not a matter of future
rather it calls for an action
now.
Addressing through a video
message the 2nd International
Conference on Green
Hydrogen India 2024, the
prime minister said, "There is
a growing realisation that cli-
mate change is not just a
matter of the future. The
impact of climate change is
being felt here and now. The
time for action is also here
and now."
He was of the view that ener-
gy transition and sustainabil-
ity have become central to
global policy discourse.

He noted that  Green
Hydrogen is emerging as a
promising addition to the
world's energy landscape and
it can help in decarbonizing
industries that are difficult to
electrify.  Refineries, fertiliz-
ers, steel, heavy-duty trans-
portation -- many such sec-
tors will benefit, he pointed
out.
Green Hydrogen can also act
as a storage solution for sur-
plus renewable energy, he
opined noting that India has
already launched the National
Green Hydrogen Mission in
2023. The event is to further
the Green Hydrogen mission
for which the government
had allocated Rs 19,744 crore.
"We want to make India a
global hub for the production,
utilization and export of
Green Hydrogen," Modi said.
The National  Green
Hydrogen Mission is giving
an impetus to innovation,

infrastructure, industry and
investment.  "We are investing
in cutting-edge research and
development. Partnerships
between industry and acade-
mia are being formed.
Startups and entrepreneurs
who are working in this
domain are being encour-
aged," he added.
There is also a great potential
for a green jobs ecosystem to
develop. To enable this, we are
also working on skill devel-
opment for our youth in this
sector, he stated.  Modi stat-
ed that climate change and
energy transition are global
concerns. "Our answers also
need to be global in nature.
International partnership is
critical for promoting Green
Hydrogen's impact on decar-
bonization," he said.
Scaling up production, min-
imising costs and building
infrastructure can happen
faster through cooperation, he

opined.  "We also need to
jointly invest in research and
innovation to push technolo-
gy further. In September
2023, the G20 Summit hap-
pened in India.  In this
Summit, there was a special
focus on Green Hydrogen," he
stated.
Giving food for thought to
scientists, he posed questions
"Can we improve the effi-

ciency of electrolysers and
other components in Green
Hydrogen production? Can
we explore the use of sea
water and municipal waste
water for production? How
can we enable the use of
Green Hydrogen in public
transport, shipping, and
inland waterways?"  He was of
the view that exploring such
topics together will greatly

help green energy transition
across the world.
On Paris commitments, he
said that these were fulfilled
9 years ahead of the target of
2030. India's installed non-
fossil fuel capacity increased
nearly 300 per cent in the last
10 years, he noted.
"But we are not resting on
these achievements.  We
remain focused on strength-
ening existing solutions. We
are also looking at new and
innovative areas. This is
where Green Hydrogen
comes into the picture," he
said.  Speaking on the occa-
sion, New and Renewable
Energy Minister Pralhad Joshi
said with a wide variety of
usage across fertiliser, steel,
automobile, shipping and
glass  industr ies ,  Green
Hydrogen will have plenty of
opportunities to export.
"This expanding sector will

bring over Rs 8 lakh crore in

total investments and gener-
ate employment for over 6
lakh people in the country,"
he said. Not only this, with
the Green Hydrogen Mission,
we are confident of reducing
imports of natural gas and
ammonia, there will be a total
saving of Rs 1 lakh crore, he
pointed out.
The Mission also provides

support for mobility projects,
shipping and ports projects,
and low-carbon steel pro-
jects. It will lead to averting 50
MMT Carbon Dioxide emis-
sions by 2030, he noted.

On electrolysers manufac-
turing, he said there was an
overwhelming response from
the bidders, as bids submitted
were almost double of the ten-
dered quantity. Around 3 GW
annual manufacturing capac-
ity has been awarded to 15
companies, and will be sup-
ported for a period of 5 years,
he stated. Therefore, he said

the total  manufacturing
capacity to be incentivised
under SIGHT (Strategic
Inter ventions for Green
Hydrogen Transition) will be
15 GW.

For Green Hydrogen
Production, 4.12 Lakh TPA of
Green Hydrogen production
capacity has been awarded to
10 companies under the first
tranche, he informed. The
next tender for 4.5 Lakh TPA
of Green Hydrogen produc-
tion is currently live, he noted.
With an additional quantum
of 7.39 LTPA of Green
Ammonia in the process,
India is awarding incentives
for Green Hydrogen produc-
tion to more than a million
tonnes per annum capacity,
he noted.
The tender for Green
Ammonia floated by India is
the largest such tender float-
ed in the world today, he
pointed out.

Climate change imminent, need to focus on new areas like Green Hydrogen: PM Modi
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In a move that will benefit 4.5
crore families, the Union

Cabinet on Wednesday
approved health coverage to all
senior citizens aged 70 years
and above irrespective of
income under the Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY).
Cabinet meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
also approved Rs 10,900 crore
for two years to boost adoption
of electric vehicles and Rs
12,461 crore outlay to support
the development of 31,350 MW
hydropower projects to be
implemented over the next
eight years. 
Briefing media, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the
increased health coverage aims
to benefit approximately 4.5
Crore families with six (6)
crore senior citizens with 5
Lakh rupees free health insur-
ance cover on a family basis.
“With this approval, all senior
citizens of the age 70 years and
above irrespective of their
socio- economic status would
be eligible to avail the benefits
of AB PM-JAY. The eligible
senior citizens would be issued
a new distinct card under AB
PM-JAY. 
“The senior citizens of the age
70 years and above belonging to
families already covered under
AB PM-JAY will get an addi-
tional top-up cover upto Rs. 5
lakh per year for themselves. All
other senior citizens of the age
70 years and above will get a
cover upto Rs. 5 lakh per year
on a family basis,” said
Vaishnaw detailing the scheme. 
Senior citizens of the age 70
years and above who are already
availing benefits of other pub-
lic health insurance schemes
such as Central Government
Health Scheme (CGHS), Ex-
Servicemen Contributory
Health Scheme (ECHS),
Ayushman Central Armed
Police Force (CAPF)  may
either choose their existing
scheme or opt for AB PMJAY.

It has been clarified that senior
citizens of 70 years and above
who are under private health
insurance policies or
Employees’ State Insurance
scheme will be eligible to avail
benefits under AB PM-JAY. 
The Cabinet approved the PM
E-Drive Scheme with an outlay
of Rs 10,900 crore for two
years to boost adoption of elec-
tric vehicles in India, replacing
the flagship FAME programme
that ran for nine years till
March.   The scheme will sup-
port 24.79 lakh electric two-
wheelers, 3.16 lakh e-three
wheelers, and 14,028 e-buses.
The PM E-DRIVE will also
support 88,500 charging sites,
Vaishnaw said. 
The new scheme offers subsi-

dies/demand incentives worth
Rs 3,679 crore to incentivise
adoption of electric two-wheel-
ers, electric three-wheelers, e-
ambulances, e-trucks and other
emerging elecric vehicles (EVs).
A sum of Rs 4,391 crore has also
been provided for procure-
ment of 14,028 e-buses by state
transport undertakings and
public transport agencies. 
Besides, Rs 500 crore has been
earmarked for the deployment
of e-ambulances. This is a new
initiative of the government to
promote the use of e-ambulance
for a comfortable patient trans-
port. A sum of Rs 500 crore has
been provided for incentivising
adoption of e-trucks. Faster
Adoption and Manufacturing of
(Hybrid and) Electric Vehicle
(FAME) Scheme was launched
in April 2015.
The Cabinet also approved Rs.
12,461 crore outlay to support
the development of 31,350 MW
hydropower projects to be
implemented over the next
eight years. The statement, the
scheme will be implemented
from FY2024-25 to FY2031-32.
The limit of the budgetary sup-
port for the cost of enabling
infrastructure has been ratio-
nalised to Rs one crore/MW for
projects up to 200 MW and Rs
200 crore plus Rs 0.75 crore per
MW exceeding 200 MW, for
projects above 200 MW.
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From Page 1
“Rahul Gandhi’s statement
lays bare the Congress’s
politics of causing rifts on
the lines of regionalism,
religion, and linguistic
differences. By speaking
about abolishing
reservations in the country,
Rahul Gandhi has once
again brought the Congress’s
anti-reservation face to the
forefront,” Shah expressed
on social media.
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
president Mayawati too
alleged that the Congress
leader was making
misleading statements about
reservation, and said his
own party did not let the Bill
on SC/ST reservation in
promotions pass during its

10-year rule at the Centre.
The former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister also claimed
that when not in power, the
Congress talks about the
“neglected” classes of SC, ST
and OBC but when in power,
it works “against” their
interests. BSP is officially
neither a part of the BJP-led
NDA nor the Opposition
INDIA bloc, whose key
participants include the
Congress and the SP.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh flayed Rahul Gandhi
for his remarks in the US
and said it is “extremely
shameful” that the Leader of
Opposition is hurting the
dignity of India by saying
“misleading, baseless and
factless things” during his

foreign tour.
Singh also dismissed Rahul
Gandhi’s claims on the
India-China border dispute
as “misleading and beyond
facts” and asked the
Congress leader to refrain
from making such false
statements.
At a press conference on
Tuesday at the prestigious
National Press Club in
Washington, Rahul
supported Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s policies on
Pakistan but the Leader of
Opposition was critical of
the latter’s handling of
China.
Responding to a question if
he thinks India under Prime
Minister Modi has managed
the US-China competition

well, Rahul said, “Well, if
you call having Chinese
troops in 4,000 square
kilometres of our territory
handling something well,
then maybe”. “We’ve got
Chinese troops occupying
land the size of Delhi in
Ladakh. I think that’s a
disaster. Media doesn’t like
to write about it,” he said.
Singh said the entire country
recognises and respects the
“great role” played by the
Sikh community in
protecting the culture of
India.  It is not befitting for
an Opposition leader to
make such “false statements”
about them, he added.
Union Minister Kiren Rijiju
also hit out at Rahul Gandhi
over his remarks on

minorities and said they are
the safest in India.
Responding to a question on
Rahul Gandhi’s remarks in
the US that RSS considers
some religions, languages
and communities inferior to
others, Rijiju said, “No
matter the amount of effort
made, India cannot be
defamed because India’s
Constitution and culture do
not differentiate between
people.”The Minister for
Minority Affairs who also
holds the Parliamentary
Affairs portfolio pointed out
that minorities in India’s
neighbourhood come here if
something wrong happens
to them there. “Minorities
are the safest in India,” he
asserted.

From Page 1
A Jammu-based BSF spokesman in
a statement said, "At about 2.35 am,
an incident of unprovoked firing in
the Akhnoor area from across the
border happened and which was
befittingly responded by the BSF. 
One BSF personnel sustained
injuries in Pakistani firing."

He said the troops are on high alert
and keeping a strict vigil all along
the International Border and Line
of Control.
Last year, a BSF jawan was killed in
Pakistan Rangers' firing in the
Ramgarh sector, the first loss of life
on the Indian side in more than
three years.

On August 29, three terrorists were
gunned down by the alert troops in
two separate anti-infiltration
operations along the line of control
in the Machhal and Tangdhar
sectors of Kupwara.  
On August 19, a heavily armed
group of Pakistani terrorists
targeted an area domination patrol

party comprising jawans of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) and Special Operations
Group of Jammu Kashmir Police
(JKP) in the remote Duddu
Basantgarh area of Udhampur in
which one Inspector rank CRPF
officer sacrificed his life in the line
of duty.

From Page 1
A joint patrolling team
along with the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) and
other stakeholders has been
put in place.
According to sources,
Centre has asked all
stakeholders including the
States to be extra vigilant to
thwart the nefarious
designs of those involved to
destabilise the railways
particularly in a compact
zone comprising parts of
Central Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan. Additionally,
investigations have also
been launched about the
pattern of such activities
which began with bomb
threats at schools followed
by similar hoax in the
shopping malls and now the
railways at the top level.
Pakistan-based terror

mastermind Farhatullah
Ghori who was behind the
2002 Akshardham temple
attack and Bengaluru's
Rameshwaram Cafe blast,
had released a video
message to terror sleeper
cells in India, urging them
to carry out attacks on
trains, petroleum pipelines,
and Hindu Leaders. The
recent train accidents have
also been investigated from
this angle.
After the suspected bid to
derail the Kalindi Express,
different security agencies
have detained over two
dozen people, including
three members of a family
for questioning. 
A multi-agency probe, that
included the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and the Anti-Terrorist
Squad of the Uttar Pradesh

Police, was launched into
the matter which officials
suspected could have terror
links.Additionally, Delhi
Police recently arrested
about 14 people of ISIS
from Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Delhi. Further, the
investigating agencies have
collected footage from 219
cameras and questioned
over 100 individuals in
connection with the
Kanpur train derailment
attempt.
However, this is not the
first time that such
sabotages have been
attempted. A similar
pattern was noticed when
there was an exceptional
jump in “sabotage” cases
with around 18 incidents
reported in December
2017.

From Page 1
As the protesters gathered on
the call of some Hindu
groups, entered Sanjauli and
broke a second barricade near
the mosque, police resorted to
lathi-charge and used water
cannons to disperse them.
Police detained some
protesters as well, including
Hindu Jagran Manch
secretary Kamal Gautam, and
erected the barricade near the
mosque again but the
protesters refused to leave and
continued raising slogans
against the administration.
The outbreak of the clash left
students in Sanjauli, Dhalli
and adjoining areas stranded
in schools. Residents vented
their anger at the
administration for not
ordering the schools to
remain closed for the day
despite being aware of the
demonstration.
At least two police personnel
were injured in the scuffle and
stone-pelting, while the
protesters claimed some of
them sustained injuries as
well in the police action.

From Page 1
“A recent report shows that
Bharat is now the second-
largest market for 5G
handsets. Just two years ago,
we started the 5G rollout.
Look at where we have
reached today. Today, Bharat’s
electronics sector has grown
to over 150 billion dollars.
And our goal is even bigger.
We want to grow our
electronics sector to 500
billion dollars by the end of
this decade. This will create
about 6 million jobs for the
youth of Bharat. Bharat’s
semiconductor sector will
also benefit greatly from this.
Our goal is for 100 percent of
electronic manufacturing to
be done in Bharat. This means
Bharat will not only make
semiconductor chips but also
their finished goods,” he said.
He announced that the
Government is offering 50 per
cent financial support for
setting up semiconductor
manufacturing facilities, with
State Governments also
actively participating in the
process.
This has attracted investments
worth over Rs 1.5 trillion, and
more projects are expected to
follow. That programme has
drawn nearly Rs 1.5 lakh crore

of investment in producing
about 70 million chips per
day.  Tata is partnering
Taiwan’s Powerchip
S e m i c o n d u c t o r
Manufacturing Corp to set up
India’s first chipmaking plant
worth Rs 91,526 crore in
Gujarat’s Dholera. Its unit
Tata Semiconductor
Assembly and Test Pvt Ltd is
also investing Rs 27,120 crore
to set up a unit in Assam.

US memory maker Micron
Technology Inc is also setting
up Rs 22,516 crore assembly
facility in Gujarat, while
Adani Group plans to build a
chip plant in Maharashtra
with Israel’s Tower
Semiconductor at a cost of Rs
83,947 crore. Also, CG Power
is partnering with Japan’s
Renesas Electronics Corp and
Thailand’s Stars
Microelectronics for Rs 7,584
crore chip packaging plant in
Gujarat.
Explaining that India holds a
three-dimensional power - a
reformist government,
growing manufacturing base
and aspirational market
which is aware of the
technological trends, the
Prime Minister said that this
base of 3D power is difficult
to find elsewhere.

From Page 1
Harris promised tax cuts
aimed at the middle class and
said she would push to restore
a federally guaranteed right to
abortion overturned by the
Supreme Court two years ago.
Trump said his proposed
tariffs would help the US stop
being cheated by allies on
trade and said he would work
to swiftly end the Russia-
Ukraine war - though he
twice refused to say he
believed it was in America’s
interest for Ukraine, which
bipartisan majorities in
Congress have backed, to win
the war.
“I probably took a bullet to
the head because of the things

that they say about me,” he
said. “They talk about
democracy, I’m a threat to
democracy. They’re the threat
to democracy.”
Trump has in recent days
ramped up his threats of
retribution if he returns to the
White House, saying he
would prosecute lawyers,
donors, and other officials
whom he deems to “cheat” in
the election.
“Donald Trump was fired by
81 million people,” Harris
said, “So let’s be clear about
that. And clearly he is having
a very difficult time
processing that.”
Her campaign ended the
debate by expressing
openness to another meeting
in October - and welcomed
an endorsement from
megastar Taylor Swift, who
labelled herself a “ childless
cat lady “ in a dig at Trump’s
running mate, Ohio Sen. JD

Vance, as she encouraged her
fans to vote.

Harris defends shifts to the
centre, puts abortion front
and centre
Harris sought to defend her
shifts away from liberal causes
to more moderate stances on
fracking, expanding Medicare
for all and mandatory gun
buyback programs - and even
backing away from her
position that plastic straws
should be banned - as
pragmatism.
Asked about her changing
positions on a number of
issues, she twice repeated a
phrase she has used to try to
explain it away, saying, “My
values have not changed.”
Trump, meanwhile, quickly
went after Harris for
abandoning some of her past
liberal positions and said:
“She’s going to my philosophy
now. In fact, I was going to

send her a MAGA hat.” Harris
smiled broadly and laughed.

Trump attacked Harris for the
inflation seen under the
Biden-Harris administration,
a major liability for the vice
president. He quickly turned
his answer to warning about
immigrants coming into the
country - one of the subjects
he’s focused on most heavily
in his campaign.
Throughout his campaign,
Trump has leaned on illegal
immigration, an issue that has
bedeviled Biden and Harris
with rising numbers of illegal
border crossings and the
arrivals of thousands of
people needing shelter in
Democratic-led cities. He
accused Democrats of
abetting large numbers of
unauthorised crossings -
though they have dropped in
recent months in part due to
new asylum restrictions by

the Biden administration.
But as he often does in his
rallies and on his social media
account, Trump reeled off a
series of falsehoods or
unproven claims about
migrants. One of those claims
was a debunked rumour that
Trump and his allies have
spread online in recent days,
alleging Haitian immigrants
in an Ohio town are hunting
and eating pets. Officials in
Springfield, Ohio, say they
have no evidence of that
happening.
“Talk about extreme,” Harris
said after Trump talked about
dogs and cats being eaten.
Harris’ expressions filled their
split-screen
As the debate opened, Harris
walked up to Trump’s lectern
to introduce herself, marking
the first time the two had ever
met, since Trump skipped her
2021 inauguration. “Kamala
Harris,” she said, extending

her hand to Trump, who
received it in a handshake -
the first presidential debate
handshake since the 2016
campaign.
Trump has at times resorted
to invoking racial and gender
stereotypes and falsely
claiming that Harris, who
attended a historically Black
university, hid her race during
her career.
“I read where she was not
Black,” Trump said when
asked about comments
questioning Harris’ race,
adding a minute later, “and
then I read that she was
Black.” He seemed to suggest
her race was a choice, saying
twice, “That’s up to her.”
“I think it’s a tragedy that we
have someone who wants to
be president who has
consistently over the course of
his career attempted to use
race to divide the American
people,” Harris responded.

From Page 1
The ceremony was attended by diplomats and representatives from countries including Peru,
South Africa, Mauritius, Colombia, and others, underscoring the global impact of Gandhi’s
legacy.
Raj Ghat is the final resting place of Mahatma Gandhi, who was cremated there on January 31,
1948. The memorial is a simple black marble structure in the middle of a garden, located on the
banks of the Yamuna River.
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Baramulla MP Engineer
Rashid walked out of Tihar

Jail on Wednesday on interim
bail till October 2 for cam-
paigning in the Jammu and
Kashmir assembly polls and
vowed to fight Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's "Naya
Kashmir narrative".
Talking to reporters outside the
jail, he also attacked National
Conference (NC) leader Omar
Abdullah and PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti for "destroy-
ing" Kashmir and said he
would continue to fight for the
people of the region.
Targeting Omar Abdullah,
whom Rashid defeated in the
2024 Lok Sabha polls, the
Baramulla MP said he was
"literally dying in Tihar for five-
and-a-half years" while the NC
leader was "hiding in London".
As Sheikh Abdul Rashid, pop-
ularly known as Engineer
Rashid, stepped out of the
prison, he was welcomed by his
sons and supporters. "He was
released from jail at 4.15 pm,"

a senior prison official said.
He has been in jail since 2019
following his arrest by the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act in
the 2017 terror funding case.
Rashid's outfit Awami Ittehad

Party (AIP) is contesting the
Jammu and Kashmir assembly
elections to be held in three
phases -- September 18,
September 25 and October 1.
The results will be declared on
October 8. "I feel stronger
coming out of jail after five-

and-a-half years. I am proud of
my people. I pledge that I will
not let down my people... I am
committed to fighting for them.
I will unite the people and not
divide them," he told reporters
outside Tihar Jail.
Rashid said he wants to bring
everlasting peace to Kashmir
and prove that Kashmiris are
not stone pelters. But they will
not compromise with their
political rights, he
said.Slamming Prime Minister
Modi, Rashid said, "I pledge to
fight against Modi's narrative of
Naya Kashmir which has mis-
erably failed in Jammu and
Kashmir. People have rejected
his narrative."
On Tuesday, after a court here
granted interim bail to Rashid,
NC leader Omar Abdullah said
the Baramulla has been given
bail to fetch votes from the peo-
ple of Kashmir and not to
serve them.
Hitting back, the AIP leader
said, "My fight is much bigger
than what Omar Abdullah
says. I was literally dying in
Tihar Jail for five-and-a-half

years and he was hiding in
London. His fight is for the
chair, mine is for the people of
Kashmir."
About his party contesting the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
polls, Rashid said they have
nothing to do with the oppo-
sition INDIA bloc or the ruling
NDA. "I am fighting alone".
Rashid also attacked People's
Democratic Party (PDP) pres-
ident Mehbooba Mufti, saying
"The damage caused by madam
and her father to Kashmir... I
would like to say that the
biggest traitors of Kashmir are
Farooq Abdulah and Omar
Abdullah... And Mehbooba
Mufti is carrying forward their
legacy. They have destroyed
Kashmir."
On Wednesday, Additional
Sessions Judge Chander Jit
Singh ordered Rashid's release
on interim bail on a personal
bond of Rs 2 lakh and a sure-
ty of the like amount. He also
imposed certain conditions on
him, including that he would
not speak to the media about
the case.
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The members of Delhi BJP's
Sikh cell on Wednesday

staged a protest against
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
near 10 Janpath here over his
statements concerning the
Sikh community.
The protesters, including
women, raising slogans and
carrying placards tried to
approach Gandhi's residence
10 Janpath, marching from
Vigyan Bhawan but police
stopped them.
Addressing a gathering of sev-
eral hundred Indian
Americans in Washington DC
on Monday, Rahul Gandhi
accused the RSS of consider-
ing some religions, languages
and communities of being
inferior to others and said the
fight in India is about this, and
not about politics.
Rahul Gandhi asked the name
of one of the Sikh attendees in
the front rows during the pro-
gramme. "What is your name,

brother with the turban," he
asked.
"The fight is about whether a
Sikh is going to be allowed to
wear his turban in India or a
kada in India. Or he, as a Sikh,
is going to be able to go to a
gurdwara. That's what the
fight is about. And not just for
him, for all religions," said
Rahul Gandhi.
The protesters raised slogans
against Rahul Gandhi and

demanded his apology for
allegedly "humiliating" Sikhs
and held the Congress respon-
sible for the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots in the country.
The BJP has come down heav-
ily on Rahul Gandhi over his
remarks in the US about the
Sikh community, saying the
Congress leader is trying to
create a "dangerous narrative"
by speaking on "sensitive
issues" abroad.
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Delhi BJP MLAs, who have
demanded dismissal of

the AAP government in
Delhi, on Wednesday asked
state Minister Atishi asking it
to explain how Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal is running
the government from jail and
furnish a list of decisions
taken by him in the last five
months.
This comes a day after the
senior AAP leader accused
the BJP of "conspiring" to top-
ple the Kejriwal government
forcing the President's rule in
Delhi. The memorandum was
subsequently forwarded by
the President's secretariat to
the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) for "proper atten-
tion".
In a joint press conference,
Leader of  Opposit ion

Vijender Gupta posed 10
questions to the AAP and
demanded it to furnish a list
of decisions taken by Kejriwal
from the jail. “How many
government decisions were
made by Kejriwal while in jail,
and how many cabinet meet-
ings were held during this

period? Why has the National
Capital  Civi l  Ser vice
Authority (NCCSA), chaired
by Kejriwal, has not held a
single meeting in the past
eight months, leaving crucial
decisions regarding senior
administrative officers pend-
ing,” he asked.

He alleged deliberate delay in
not forming the sixth Delhi
Finance Commission and
asked why the AAP govern-
ment is postponing the elec-
tion for the MCD’s standing
committee. “Why 11 reports
from the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) have
not been presented in the
assembly?” he questioned.
The LoP claimed that on
March 15, the Chief Secretary
submitted a detailed report on
financial irregularities in the
Delhi Jal Board to Water
Minister Atishi. “Why Atishi
keep this report to herself
instead of presenting it in the
assembly and questioning her
intentions in suppressing the
report?” he stated.
He accused the AAP of not
implementing the central
government’s  'Pradhan
Mantri Ayushman Bharat

Yojana' in Delhi. “Under the
PM-ABHIM scheme, the cen-
tral government provided Rs
2,406 crore to the Delhi gov-
ernment for the creation of
modern labs and ICU cen-
ters,” he said, questioning the
Delhi government for not
uti l is ing this  fund and
demanded an explanation.
Gupta said that if the AAP
fails to reply to the 10 ques-
tions, it will be clear that the
ruling party has no answers to
the "constitutional crisis" and
"violations of Constitution"
and its government is "guilty".
Kejriwal is in judicial custody
at the Tihar Jail since his
arrest on March 21 in the
excise policy case. The AAP
had earlier asserted that
Kejriwal would not resign
from the chief minister's post
and run the government from
jail.
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In a two-pronged strategy for
convenience of commuters,

the Delhi government has
announced the compounding
of traffic offences at 50 percent
of the challan amount under
specific sections of the Motor
Vehicles Act.
The provision will ensure con-
venience to commuters by
encouraging them to settle
traffic fines and reduce the
workload on courts and the
Transport Department.
Offences must be settled with-
in 90 days of the notification for
any existing challan, or within
30 days for subsequent challans
issued after the notification.
The sections include 177,
178(1)or(2), 178(3)(a),
178(3)(b), 179(1) or (2), 180,
181, 182(1), 182(2), 182A(1),
182A(3), 182A(4), 182B, 183(i),
183(ii), 184, 186, 189, 190(2),
192(1), 192A, 194(1), 194(2),
194A, 194B (1)&(2), 194C,
194D, 194E, 194F (a) & (b), 196
and 198 of the Motor Vehicle
Act 1988 and rules framed

their under.
The sections cover offences
such as the owner of the vehi-
cle allowing unauthorised per-
son to drive it; driving without
a valid license; dangerous dri-
ving; driving when mentally or
physically unfit to drive; any-
one who takes part in or per-
mits a race or speed trial
between motor vehicles in a
public place without permis-
sion; driving an uninsured
vehicle; driving a motor vehi-
cle without registration, etc.  
This provision aims to encour-

age citizens to clear their traf-
fic fines promptly, thereby
avoiding prolonged legal dis-
putes.
Additionally, the Delhi gov-
ernment has authorized officers
of the rank of Head Constable
and above from the Delhi
Traffic Police and the Transport
Department, as well as
Assistant Traffic Inspectors
(ATIs) of the Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC), to com-
pound traffic offences under
some of the sections of the
Motor Vehicle Act 1988.

Commenting on the initiative,
Delhi's Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot said, “By ratio-
nalizing the compounding fees
and delegating compounding
powers, we are making it eas-
ier for citizens to comply with
traffic regulations while
enhancing enforcement efforts.
This will ensure smoother pub-
lic transportation and help
keep our roads safer and more
organized.”
The decision aligns with the
Kejriwal government’s ongoing
efforts to streamline public
safety measures and improve
the enforcement of traffic rules.
Empowering ATIs, who are
present on bus lanes during
operational hours, will ensure
real-time enforcement and sup-
port the smooth functioning of
public transport systems, par-
ticularly buses.
This delegation of compound-
ing of fines to various officers
addresses the increasing work-
load of the Transport
Department officers while
making on-the-ground
enforcement more efficient.

Government announces compounding of 
traffic offences at 50 per cent of challan amount
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Athree year old girl child
was allegedly raped by a 25

year old boy near her house
late night on Monday in Delhi’s
Begumpur in Rohini area.
According to the police on
Wednesday, on Monday, a PCR
call regarding rape of a girl
child aged about three years
was received at Begumpur
police station late night. The
accused has been nabbed and
sent to judicial custody.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP) Rohini GS
Sandhu informed that upon
receiving the complaint, the
local police immediately
reached the spot in Jain Nagar.

“The mother of the victim
child reported that her three
year -old daughter was sleep-
ing on the cot in the street in
front of her house,” he said. 
Sandhu added that while the
mother went inside, the
accused raped her daughter.
“After some time she noticed
that her daughter was missing
from the cot. She made a

search for her daughter and
found her  in the bushes in the
vicinity,” he said.
The mother also claimed that
a boy was also present there
who ran away after seeing her.
“On the statement of the vic-
tim’s mother, a case under sec-
tion 65 (2) of BNS
(Punishment for rape in cer-
tain cases ) and section 6 of
POCSO Act was registered  at
Begumpur police station,” he
stated.
The girl child was also med-
ically examined at Dr. Baba
Saheb Ambedkar hospital .
He also remarked that    fur-
ther investigation is underway
in the case. Further, the boy
was a distant relative of the girl
child..
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Delhi Mayor Shelly Oberoi
on Wednesday instructed

concerned departments to pro-
vide required civic facilities at
the Ramlila Ground during
Ramlila.  She issued these
directions following a meeting
with the delegation of Shri
Ramlila Committee which
requested her to make neces-
sary arrangements.
The DEMS Department under
the control of Municipal
Corporation of
Delhi(MCD)was directed to
maintain cleanliness during
the festival at Ramlila ground
including both the sides of the
adjacent road.
The Public Health Department
will make the arrangements to
spray pesticides at Ramlila
Ground at regular intervals.
Apart from this, the other
associated arrangements like
mobile dispensaries, toilets and
Chuna poweder spraying etc

will also be made available.
The horticulture department of
the corporation has been
advised for making the
arrangements of the service
like, pruning of trees and
plants, decoration of the stage
with suitable plants.
The engineering department
shall arrange the fixing and
repairing of the roads, ground
level stabilisation with required
water sprinkling for an easy
movement of the devotees.
Also the arrangements for tem-
porary street lights near the
stage shall also be made avail-
able by the corporation.
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Delhi Development Minister
Gopal Rai on Wednesday

announced that the AAP gov-
ernment will spray bio-decom-
poser free of cost to decompose
stubble in farmlands in the
national capital to curb winter
pollution in the coming days.
Rai stated, “The government
has launched preparations for
free bio-decomposer spraying
across 5,000 acres of farmland.”
Following a high-level meeting
with officials and experts, he
announced that so far 841
farmers have already signed up
for the initiative aimed at curb-
ing pollution and promoting
sustainable farming practices in
both Basmati and non-Basmati
paddy fields within the capital.
“In order to solve the problem
of pollution occurring in the
winter season inside Delhi, the
Kejriwal government is con-
stantly moving towards making
its Winter Action Plan by meet-
ing with different departments,”

he stated.
The senior AAP leader added
that stubble burning, included
in this year's 21 focus points,
also plays an important role in
increasing the problem of pol-
lution in the winter season.
“Paddy is cultivated only in
some parts of Delhi. To prevent
pollution from stubble in Delhi,
the government sprayed bio-
decomposer free of cost last
year and its results have been
very positive. With its spraying,
the stubble decomposed in the

fields and an increase in the fer-
tility of the fields was also seen,”
he said.
“Another problem faced by the
farmers is that the time gap
between harvesting of paddy
crops and sowing of wheat is
less. 
Therefore, the government has
started preparations for its
spraying in time, so that there
is no delay in the whole exer-
cise and the farmers can get
better results,” the Delhi
Minister asserted.
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Delhi Education Minister
Atishi on Wednesday

announced that the Kejriwal
government has decided to
increase 100 seats for girl
students under the
‘Mukhyamantri  Pratibha
Vidyarthi Coaching Yojana’,
which aims to provide free
coaching for NEET and JEE.
Atishi said, “To provide more
opportunities to girls to make
progress,  the Education
Minister announced that
from the next session, 100
additional seats will be pro-
vided for girl students under
the Chief Minister's Super
Talented Students Coaching
Scheme.”
The senior AAP leader said
that children studying in gov-
ernment schools should work
hard to fulfill their dreams
and the government will
never let expensive coaching
fee come in the way of their
dreams. “Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal's vision is
that children of every family,
whether rich or poor, should
move forward and fulfill their
dreams. So, we started this
scheme,” she said.
The Minister also interacted
with the students and stated,
“Every year 300 children of
class nine and class 11 study-
ing in government schools of
Delhi are selected for free
coaching of JEE and NEET in
top coaching institutes.”
Addressing the students, the
Education Minister said that
talent does not see wealth or

poverty. “A talented child can
be born in any family. 
But the lack of money should
never come in the way of chil-
dren's talent. 
That is why Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal started this
scheme,” she said.
Meanwhile,  Delhi  BJP
spokesperson Praveen
Shankar Kapoor said, “It is
shameful that the Kejriwal
government, which has not
been able to introduce science
education in all its schools in
the last ten years, is now mis-
leading students by showing
them dreams of getting into
top engineering and medical
colleges when only 25 per
cent of Delhi government
schools offer science educa-
tion.”
He added that as the assem-
bly elect ions approach,
Atishi's false propaganda
regarding the education
model is intensifying, but the
people of Delhi have lost all
faith in her.
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The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday granted bail

to Hyderabad-based busi-
nessman Arun Ramchandra
Pillai in a money-laundering
case related to the alleged
Delhi excise policy scam.
Justice Neena Bansal Krishna
said the Supreme Court, while
granting bail to former Delhi
deputy chief minister Manish
Sisodia in the matter, has reit-
erated that "bail is the rule and
refusal an exception" and that
prolonged incarceration
should not be permitted to
become punishment without
trial. "The applicant (Pillai) has
been behind bars since
06.03.2023; there are around
69,000 pages of documents
involved in both the CBI and
ED matters. Moreover, there
are 493 witnesses who have to
be examined on behalf of the
prosecution. In the same case,
the other accused persons,
namely Manish Sisodia, K
Kavitha and Vijay Nair, have
already been admitted to bail
in similar circumstances," the

court said.
"Considering the above, the
applicant is admitted to bail
(subject to conditions)," it
ordered. The court directed
Pillai to furnish a personal
bond in the sum of Rs 10 lakh
with two sureties of the like
amount. Pillai was arrested by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in the matter on March
6.
According to the ED and the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), irregu-
larities were committed while
modifying the Delhi Excise
Policy 2021-22 and undue
favours extended to licence
holders. The Delhi govern-
ment had implemented the
excise policy on November 17,
2021, but scrapped it at the

end of September 2022 amid
allegations of corruption.
In the 21-page judgment,
Justice Krishna said the pros-
ecution complaint
(chargesheet) has already been
filed against Pillai and the
investigation against him is
complete. The court opined
that the accused has "deep
roots" in the society and is not
a flight risk since he has busi-
ness and profession based in
India.
"The evidence so collected by
the respondent is in the nature
of statements of the accom-
plices, witnesses and co-
accused persons, many of
which have been retracted....
As noted in Manish Sisodia v.
Directorate of Enforcement,
there is no possibility of tam-
pering of evidence by the
applicant if the applicant is
granted bail as the case is pri-
marily dependent on docu-
mentary evidence, which is
already seized by the prose-
cution," it said. Senior advo-
cate Mohit Mathur and advo-
cate Nitesh Rana appeared in
the court for Pillai.

,�����������������,��
�����-���
�
�����
���������
&���
���������������


��������	
������ ���
����	

Acity court on Wednesday
granted bail to AAP

leader Durgesh Pathak in a
corruption case related to the
alleged excise scam, being
probed by the CBI.
Special Judge Kaveri Baweja
also extended the judicial
custody of Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal till
September 25 in the case.
The judge passed the order
after the accused appeared
before the court in pur-
suance to its earlier order.
The judge had on September
3 taken cognisance of the
charge sheet against Kejriwal,
Pathak and others, saying
there was sufficient evidence
to proceed against them.
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Aparliamentary committee
has summoned officials of

the Minority Affairs Ministry to
explain reasons for the delay in
completing the process for
framing subordinate legisla-
tion under the 2013 Waqf law.
The decision of the Rajya Sabha
Committee on Subordinate
Legislation to call the Secretary
and representatives of the
Ministry next week comes at a
time when a Joint Committee
of Parliament is scrutinising the
Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2024
which seeks to amend the Waqf
(Amendment) Act of 2013.
The Rajya Sabha panel has also
summoned officials of the
Ministry of Defence on the rea-
sons for delay in completing the
process for framing of subor-
dinate legislation under the
Cantonment Act, 2006 on the
same day.

Both Houses of Parliament
have their own committees on
subordinate legislation which
examine whether rules and by-
laws related to a law are framed
in time and are in accordance
with the provisions of the
Constitution.
The 2013 Act had given certain
powers to Waqf Boards.
The 2024 bill, which is before
a joint panel, seeks to reform
the registration process for
Waqf properties through a cen-
tralised portal.
The Bill is the first major ini-
tiative from the BJP-led NDA
government aimed at reforming
the registration process for
Waqf properties through a cen-
tralised portal.
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Megastar Amitabh
Bachchan has joined a

campaign launched to make
people aware about the cyber
security and the actor’s move
was appreciated by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.
The campaign was launched by
the Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (I4C), a
wing of the Union Home

Ministry.
“Pursuing Modi Ji’s vision, the
Ministry of Home Affairs is
resolved to creating a safe
cyberspace in the nation. The
I4C has taken several steps in
this direction. I thank Shri
@SrBachchan Ji for joining
this campaign. Amitabh
Bachchan Ji’s active involve-
ment will further accelerate our
mission to build a Cyber-
Secure Bharat,” Shah wrote in
a social media post.

In the short video, posted by
the I4C, Bachchan said there
has been increase in number of
cyber crimes which is a matter
of concern for India as well as
the world.
“The I4C has been relentless-
ly working to curb the cyber
crime. Following a request of
the Honourable Union Home
Minister, I have also joined in
this campaign. 
I expect that everyone of us
come together to fight this
problem. A bit of our alertness
and precautions can save us
from the cyber criminals. I will
keep reminding you from time
to time,” Bachchan said in the
video.
The I4C said supporting the
vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the home
minister, the iconic actor has
joined the I4C’s campaign to
make India cyber secure.  “You
too can join this initiative, stay
vigilant against cyber fraud,
and contribute to building a
#CyberSecureBharat,” it said in
a social media post.
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An IAF contingent compris-
ing MiG-29s, Jaguars and

C-17s is ready to participate in
Exercise Eastern Bridge in
Oman. This is the seventh edi-
tion of the exercise that is
scheduled from September 11
to 22 September at Air Force

base Masirah, Oman, IAF said
here on Wednesday.
The bilateral exercise endeav-

ors to enhance interoperability
between Royal Oman Air Force
and the Indian Air Force and
shall provide a platform for
both teams to engage in a
series of joint training missions
designed to strengthen strate-
gic cooperation and opera-

tional readiness.
Exercise Eastern Bridge VII
aims to improve tactical and
operational skills, foster mutu-
al understanding and bolster
the ability of both air forces to
collaborate effectively in diverse
scenarios. The exercise will
include complex aerial maneu-
vering, air to air and air to
ground operations, and logisti-
cal coordination, reflecting the
evolving defense needs and
strategic interests of both
nations.
Underscoring the enduring
partnership between the Royal
Oman Air Force and the Indian
Air Force, this exercise high-
lights their commitment to
regional security and stability.
The participating teams are
expected to benefit from the
shared expertise and opera-
tional experience gained during
this extensive training period.
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The situation in Manipur
remained tense but under

control on Wednesday after
students clashed with security
forces during their march to
Raj Bhavan here a day before,
police said. Manipur University
has also postponed all post-
graduate and undergraduate
examinations till further
orders.
Curfew, which was imposed in
the State’s Capital Imphal on
Tuesday afternoon, continued
to be in place this morning,
while additional security forces
were deployed and frequent
patrolling by policemen was
underway in the town to avoid

any untoward incident, a senior
officer said.  “The situation
remains tense but under con-
trol,” he said.  A clash broke out
between students and security
forces during a march to the
Raj Bhavan here on Tuesday.

The Government on Tuesday
evening issued an amended
order, stating that the suspen-
sion of internet services in the
wake of intensified agitation by
students applies only to the five
valley districts.

The agitating students attempt-
ed to march towards the Raj
Bhavan in Imphal to press for
their demands to remove the
DGP and security advisor to
the State Government.
The police had fired tear gas
shells to disperse students who
were accused of pelting secu-
rity forces with stones in
Khwairamband and Kakwa
Naorem Leikai areas in the
State Capital. More than 55 stu-
dents were injured in the clash-
es and admitted to RIMS hos-
pital, a students’ body claimed.
The Raj Bhavan, in a statement
issued late on Tuesday night,
said, “Representatives of stu-
dents met Governor Lakshman
Prasad Acharya and submitted
a memorandum.”
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BJP on Wednesday slammed
Rahul Gandhi over his

meeting with US lawmaker
Ilhan Omar and others during
his visit to that country, alleg-
ing the Congress leader is
indulging in “dangerous and
mischievous” activities by
reaching out to people abroad
who are known for their anti-
India stand.
Addressing a Press conference
at the BJP headquarters, party
national spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi said that
Rahul Gandhi earlier used to
indulge in “childish activities”
but “now he is indulging in dan-
gerous and mischievous activ-
ities”.
The Opposition party dis-
missed the criticism over Rahul
Gandhi meeting Democrat
Ilhan Omar, known for her
controversial positions regard-
ing India, and said the BJP is in
government and summon the
US ambassador and take action
if they believe so.
“It is for the first time in the his-
tory of India that a Leader of
Opposition has met a declared

anti-India lawmaker and
expressed his sweet feelings. He
has met US lawmaker Ilhan
Omar, who is infamous for her
anti-India stand and state-
ments,” he added.
Referring to Rahul Gandhi’s
remarks on the Sikh commu-
nity, Trivedi alleged that he has
drawn support from Khalistani
separatist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun. With this, Rahul has
further added a new friend in
his list of anti-India friends, the
BJP leader charged.
“There is a saying: King James
I was the wisest fool in
Christendom. In my opinion,
the same thing applies to Rahul

Gandhi for ‘Congressdom’,” he
added.
Trivedi also showed a picture of
Rahul Gandhi with journalist
Mushfiqul Fazal as he hit out at
the Congress leader accusing
him of meeting people who are
known for their anti-India
stand. 
“He is that journalist who had
asked a question regarding
Arvind Kejriwal’s arrest in a
White House press conference
and he is taking a selfie with
Rahul,” the BJP leader said.
Trivedi slammed Gandhi for
“spewing venom” against India
during his US visit and termed

his meeting with the US law-
maker Omar and others as
“very serious” . “Omar is one of
the US lawmakers whom the
Pakistan government had
taken on a visit to Pakistan
occupied Kashmir (PoK). She
has made several statements
that directly or indirectly show
her sympathy for the Muslim
Brotherhood and ISI
(Pakistan’s intelligence
agency),” he added.
Union Minister Kiren Rijiju
also slammed Gandhi over his
meetings and remarks in the
US. In a social media post BJP
MP Nishikant Dubey said the
woman in the red circle is
Ilhan Omar, the leader of the
Democratic Party in America.
She has consistently support-
ed the creation of a separate
country of Khalistan and
Kashmir.
Responding to Shah’s remarks,
Congress’ spokesperson Pawan
Khera said, “Ask him to take
action, then we will expose the
prime minister and the home
minister both. The PM goes
abroad and makes horrible
comments against India and
Indians, that is not anti-nation-
al?”
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The Railway Ministry has
instructed all its zones to

immediately remove all loose
engineering parts, rail mate-
rials and other equipment
from the vicinity of the tracks
so that those do not come in
handy for miscreants to threat-
en the safety of train opera-
tions.
Following some incidents of
alleged attempt by miscreants
to sabotage safe train opera-
tions by keeping different
types of obstructions on the
tracks, such as gas cylinders,
cement blocks etc., the railway
board has asked all zones to
initiate a week-long safety
drive from September 9.
One of the important ele-
ments of the drive is to ensure
the removal of all loose engi-
neering materials from the
vicinity of the railway tracks.
“Often, after track replace-
ment and repair, the engi-
neering department normally
leaves the loose engineering
parts, track pieces, concrete
sleepers and other items near

the tracks. 
Of late, we have realised that
these items can come in handy
for miscreants to place on the
tracks,” a railway official said.
“To rule out such possibilities,
we have asked the engineering
departments across all zones
to be careful in disposing of
these materials,” he added.
Railway officials said an initial
joint probe in the
Ahmedabad-bound Sabarmati
Express train derailment near
Kanpur on August 17 sug-
gested that a piece of rail, mea-
suring about a metre in length,
was placed on the tracks by

someone with an intent to
cause damage to safe train run.
“An FIR was lodged in that
case and an investigation is on
to find out who procured the
rail piece and from where.
However, from our side, we
want to ensure that no such
item should be left near the
tracks that will give an oppor-
tunity to anti-social elements
to exploit it against us,” the
official said.
Safety experts say that concrete
sleepers, which are used for
track support, are also a threat
if the discarded ones are left
around the tracks.
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Taking exception to
Mumbai-based Entod

Pharmaceuticals’ claims that its
new eye drop can help reduce
dependency on reading glass-
es for those suffering from
presbyopia, the age-old relat-
ed eye disorder, the country’s
apex drug regulator, Drug
Controller General of India
(DCGI) has suspended the
permission granted to it to
manufacture and sell their
product.
In its order, the DCGI said that
the claims are in violation of
the Drugs and Magic Remedies
(DMR) Act and were made
without prior approval from
the Central Licensing
Authority. The DMR Act
restricts advertisements that
suggest a drug can diagnose,
cure, or treat listed condi-
tions, including optical disor-
ders.

It also said that it has held the
pharma company in violation
of the permission to manufac-
ture the ophthalmic solution
under the New Drugs and
Clinical Trial Rules, 2019.
In an order issued on
September 10, the DCGI said
the Directorate had issued
permission on August 20 for
manufacture and marketing

of Pilocarpine Hydrochloride
Ophthalmic Solution for the
treatment of presbyopia in
adults.Then on September 4,
the drug regulator had asked
for an explanation from the
company for the claims it
made in the press following
which the drug-maker also
submitted its response.
In response to the claim “first

eye drop in India designed to
reduce the need for reading
glasses”, the order stated that
the company said there are
currently no other eye drops
approved for the treatment of
presbyopia in India.
“In this regard, you are
informed that the Pilocarpine
Hydrochloride Ophthalmic
Solution USP 1.25 per cent w/v
has not been approved for any
such claim that it is designed
to reduce the need for reading
glasses,” the order said.
In response to the claim “this
eye drop offers a non-invasive
option that can enhance near
vision without the need for
reading glasses”, the company
submitted that in the clinical
trial conducted, subjects did
not wear glasses to participate.
“In this regard, you are
informed that the Pilocarpine
Hydrochloride Ophthalmic
Solution USP 1.25 pc w/v is
approved for the treatment of
Presbyopia in adults and is not

approved for such claim that
these eye drop can enhance
near vision without the need
for reading glasses,” the order
said.
“…you are informed that the
Pilocarpine Hydrochloride
Ophthalmic Solution USP 1.25
pc w/v is approved for the
treatment of Presbyopia in
adults and is not approved for
such claim that PresVu can
provide an advanced alterna-
tive that augments near vision
within 15 minutes,” the order
read.
The drug regulator stated that
the company has failed to
respond to the queries and
tried to justify the claims for
the product for which no
approval was granted.
The order further said con-
sidering the various media
reports, there is a likelihood of
the general public being mis-
led by the claims made by the
company for which no
approval was granted.

DCGI suspends Entod Pharmaceuticals permission after claims violate DMR Act
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Underlining the importance
of border villages, Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday said here they are
the country’s first villages, not
remote areas and the govern-
ment is fully committed to
their holistic development.
Addressing the Border Area
Development Conclave, he
pointed out that India’s geo-
strategic position is such that it
is exposed to different kinds of
challenges and the best way to
deal with them is to ensure bor-
der area development.
Highlighting the progress
achieved in border area devel-
opment in the last 10 years,
Rajnath Singh said “Border
Roads Organisation (BRO) has
constructed over 8,500 kms of
roads and more than 400 per-
manent bridges. Atal Tunnel,
Sela Tunnel and Shikun-La
Tunnel, which is going to be the
world’s highest tunnel, will
prove to be milestones in bor-
der area development.
Our Government has started
the 220 Kilo-Volt Srinagar-Leh
Electricity Line to connect the
border areas of Ladakh with the
National Electricity Grid. In
addition, the transmission and
distribution infrastructure of
north-eastern states is being
strengthened. 
High-speed internet has been
provided to over 1,500 villages

through the Bharat-Net broad-
band project. In the last four
years alone, more than 7,000
border villages have been con-
nected with internet connec-
tion, and our focus has been
Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh.”
Describing roads and electric-
ity as basic facilities that form
the foundation of development
of any region, the defence min-
ister reiterated the govern-
ment’s unwavering resolve to
ensure progress in every corner
of the country.
He stated that the ongoing
efforts have not only ensured
prompt military deployments in
sensitive regions, but have also
connected the people residing
in border areas with the rest of
the country.
He underlined the fact that
while building roads, bridges
and tunnels in border areas is
imperative for national securi-
ty, it is also important in mak-
ing the lives of the people in
these regions better, in collab-
oration with the state govern-
ments.
Rajnath threw light on ‘reverse
migration’, which he termed as
one of the positive outcomes of
economic development in bor-
der areas. He made special
mention of Huri village in
Arunachal Pradesh, a unique
example of development
through civil-military collabo-
ration.
He stated that while the central

and state governments focused
on economic progress, BRO
and Indian Army laid empha-
sis on infrastructure develop-
ment, which resulted in reverse
migration.
In his address, Minister of
Culture and Tourism Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat spoke on
‘Tourism A Catalyst for Growth
in Border Regions’. He high-
lighted the role of the Indian
Army in these efforts. He stat-
ed that through joint projects it
is being ensured that tourism
growth in border regions goes
hand-in-hand with security
and infrastructure develop-
ment.
Speaking on the occasion, Army
chief General Upendra Dwivedi
described Border Area
Development as a core compo-
nent of national security. He
stated that Indian Army’s efforts
in the past have contributed
immensely towards model vil-
lages in border areas, border
tourism and developing infra-
structure support including
medical support and  humani-
tarian assistance and disaster
relief operations. 
The border area development
vision is bold, ambitious and
deeply rooted in the principles
of inclusivity, sustainability and
security, he said, adding that
there has been a ‘Whole of
Nation Approach’ with renewed
impetus.
Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu also
attended the conclave. It was
jointly organised by the Indian
Army, in collaboration with
Centre for Land Warfare
Studies, Ministry of Defence,
Ministry of Tourism, Ministry
of Home Affairs, Ministry of
Education, Ministry of
Telecommunications and the
Government of Arunachal
Pradesh. The aim is to create a
sustainable, secure and pros-
perous future for India’s border
regions, which are not only
gateways to the nation but also
crucial for national security
and regional development.
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Railway Ministry orders removal of
loose parts after sabotage incidents

BJP slams Rahul Gandhi for meeting Ilhan
Omar, calls it dangerous, mischievous
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Wednesday said it has attached
fresh assets worth Rs 29.75
crore of fugitive diamond trad-
er Nirav Modi under the anti-
money laundering law.
A provisional order has been
issued under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) to attach these assets
that are in the form of bank
deposits, land, and buildings, it
said in a statement.
The agency, which has been
probing Modi in the alleged
USD 2 billion fraud against the
Punjab National Bank for over
five years now, has attached
assets worth Rs 2,596 crore in
India and abroad in the past.
Modi, 53, is presently lodged in
a UK jail and has lost his
extradition plea to India in con-
nection with this alleged bank
loan fraud case, which is also
being investigated by the
Central Bureau of
Investigation.
Modi and his uncle Mehul
Choksi, both prime accused in
the case, along with others are
being probed by the ED on
money laundering charges for
allegedly perpetrating fraud in
connivance with bank officials
and by issuance of fraudulent
Letters of Undertaking (LoUs)
at the Brady House Punjab
National Bank (PNB) branch in
Mumbai.
Modi was declared a fugitive
economic offender by a
Mumbai PMLA court in
December 2019. He was arrest-
ed the same year in London.
The ED said movable and
immovable assets of Modi and
his associates amounting to Rs
692.90 crore have been “con-
fiscated” under the provisions
of the Fugitive Economic
Offenders Act.
Also, assets to the tune of Rs
1,052.42 crore have been suc-
cessfully restored to the victim
banks -- PNB and consortium
banks, it said.
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The National Health
Authority (NHA) and

IIT Kanpur have signed a
pact for development of
digital public goods for
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in
healthcare,  thereby
unlocking the immense
potential of this digital tool
for improving health
outcomes.
Speaking on the occasion,
Union Health Secretary
Apurva Chandra  called it
“very important MoU under
the Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission that will
provide an open public
benchmarking platform for
comparing and validating AI
models".
Under this Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU), a
federated learning platform
across a variety of machine
learning model pipelines, a
quality-preserving database,
an open benchmarking
platform for comparing and
validating AI models and a

consent management system
for research under the
Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM) would be
developed by IIT Kanpur.
The platform will
subsequently be operated
and governed by the NHA,
thereby unlocking the
immense potential of AI for
improving health outcomes,
the Union Health Ministry
said in a statement.
Highlighting its importance,
Chandra stated that "use of
data for improving health
outcomes is the envisaged
goal of this partnership".
"It will use the data available
under the ABDM to create a
public benchmark for AI
models for quantifying and
diagnosing diseases against
which other AI models can
be benchmarked," he added.
Chandra said "one of the
biggest issues related to AI
models in the healthcare
sector is the availability and
efficacy of disease diagnosis
data which will be tackled by
this collaboration".
"In a clinical setting, the

availability of reliable data
will lead to better outcomes
and result in better
diagnosis," he added.
IIT Kanpur Director
Professor Manindra Agrawal
said "this partnership with
the NHA will contribute
towards democratizing
access to quality healthcare
in India".
"Partnering with the NHA,
IIT Kanpur aims to create a
transformative platform that
will empower researchers,
healthcare providers and
policymakers to unlock the
full potential of AI for
improving health outcomes
in India," he added.
This platform will offer
numerous benefits by
enabling providers of AI
models for healthcare
applications to perform
genuine out-of-set
validation and establish
publicly verifiable
performance benchmarks.
This platform will foster
trust in the consumer
market for these
applications.
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Wr e s t l e r - t u r n e d -
politician and

Congress candidate for
Haryana Assembly polls
Vinesh Phogat filed her
nomination from the Julana
seat in Jind district on
Wednesday.She was
accompanied by Congress
leader and Rohtak MP
Deepender Singh Hooda and
Sonipat MP Satpal
Brahmachari. Thursday is
the last day of filing of
nominations for next
month's polls.
Speaking to reporters later,
Deepender Hooda said
Phogat will secure a "big
win" for the party and
exuded confidence that not
just in Julana, the Congress
will get an absolute majority
in the Haryana Assembly
under the leadership of
Bhupinder Singh Hooda.    
"People have made up their
mind that under Hooda
sahab's leadership, the
Congress has to be brought
to power and BJP has to be
ousted," he said.
The BJP has fielded Yogesh

Bairagi, a former commercial
pilot, against Olympian
wrestler Phogat in the Jat-
dominated Julana Assembly
segment. Though Phogat
hails from Balali in the
Charkhi Dadri district, her
in-laws' hometown is Julana.
Bakhta Khera village in
Julana is the native village of
her husband Somvir Rathee.
Speaking with a private
channel, Phogat launched a
verbal attack on the Indian
Olympic Association chief,
PT Usha, accusing her of
clicking photographs with
her on a hospital bed during
the Paris Olympics and
politicising the matter
without offering much help.
Notably, Phogat became the
first Indian woman to qualify

for the wrestling final at the
Games.
"I don't know what support I
got there. PT Usha madam
visited me at the hospital.
One photo was clicked...Like
you said, in politics a lot
happens behind closed
doors. Similarly, politics
happened there (in Paris) as
well. That's why I was
heartbroken. Otherwise a lot
of people are saying 'don't
leave wrestling'. For what
should I continue! There is
politics everywhere," said
Phogat said.
"You are on a hospital bed,
where you don't know what's
happening in life outside,
you are going through one of
the worst phases of your life.
At that place, just to show
everyone you are standing
with me, aap bina bataye
photo kheench rahe ho, fir
social media pe daal ke bol
rahe ho hum saath mein
khade hain (clicked a photo
without telling me and then
putting it on social media to
say you are standing with
me). That's not how you
show support. What was it
more than (posturing)!,” she
added.
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In a rare incident which has
sent shock waves across the

ruling CPI(M) in the State,
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan has sent a
communication to Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
asking the latter to produce
all details of telephone
tapping happening in Kerala.
Raj Bhavan sources told The
Pioneer that the Governor
himself was taken aback by
the revelations made by a
CPI(M) camp follower by
name P V Anwar.  
P V Anwar, an independent
MLA belonging to the
CPI(M) camp in his press
meet had alleged the other
day that the Home
Department in the State was
tapping telephones of
politicians, bureaucrats,
ministers as well as selected
persons. Many police officers
and CPI(M) leaders were
behind the phone tapping,
according to Anwar. “I
myself am tapping the
phones of many persons,”
Anwar had claimed while
speaking to reporters.
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan has taken serious note
of the allegations made by
Anwar and also the claim
that the latter himself was
snooping into the
communications between
various police officials,
bureaucrats and ministers.
He has asked the chief
minister to furnish all
relevant details connected
with the telephone tapping,
which senior intelligence
officials describe as a
sensitive and serious issue.
What is curious is the role of
Anwar in this issue because
he is seen as an international
wheeler dealer.

Anwar, one of the crorepati
businessmen in the State, was
the one who set the State
politics blaze with his last
week’s disclosure about  the
2023 meeting between RSS
General Secretary Dattatrey
Hosabale and M R Ajith
Kumar, additional director
general of police (ADGP).
He also disclosed that Ajith
Kumar had met Sangh
strongman Ram Madhav.
The latest revelations made
by Anwar was that the
intelligence department of
Kerala Police had suppressed
the report about these
meetings and hence the chief
minister was not aware of the
same.
Jaleel had served in the
Congress and Muslim League
before casting his lots with
the CPI(M), a party that is
welcoming all Islamic
extremists with an open
heart. Former president of
the banned SIMI, K T Jaleel
had joined the party and is
known as the close
confidante of the chief
minister.
Last day saw the Home
Department shunting out
many police officers from the
districts of Malappuram and
Kozhikode to innocuous
posts. Anwar had alleged that
the officers who were
transferred out on Monday
had leanings with RSS. “The
State Police has been
infiltrated by many Sanghis
and this has come to an end,”
he had said.
According to a senior BJP
office bearer, the transfers
were part of the deal between
the CPI(M) leadership and
the Islamic hotheads in the
party to smoothen the gold
and narcotics smuggling via
the Calicut International
Airport in Malappuram. 
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India invited Philippines to
partner with domestic

defence industry in co-
development and co-
production of equipment
during the fifth meeting of
India-Philippines Joint
Defence Cooperation
Committee (JDCC)in Manila
on Wednesday, defence
ministry said here.
Giving details of the meeting,
officials said it was co-chaired
by Defence Secretary
Giridhar Aramane and his
counterpart Senior
Undersecretary, Ministry of
National Defence of
Philippines  Irineo Cruz
Espino.
Both sides exchanged wide-
ranging discussions on
bilateral as well as multilateral
issues. The co-chairs reviewed
the outcomes of third Service-
to-Service interactions held
on September 10, 2024, and
expressed happiness at the
overall enhancement in
bilateral defence cooperation
across all sectors.
The Defence Secretary
appreciated the Self Reliance
Defence Posture Act of the
Philippines government for
modernising its Armed
Forces. He highlighted that
India has also laid out a
similar vision for
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’. Under
this vision, the Indian defence
Industry is continuously
enhancing its manufacturing
capabilities and is exporting
equipment to the world, he
added.
The Defence Secretary invited
the Philippines to partner
with the Indian defence
industry in co-development
and co-production of
equipment. The Philippines
also invited investments in

long-term equity partnership
towards promoting assured
supply chains. It
acknowledged and
appreciated India’s
functioning and proven
template of defence Industry
indigenisation.
Both sides affirmed the
commitment to support each
other to achieve the goal of
self-reliance in defence
production. They appreciated
the operationalisation of
White Shipping Information
Exchange and opening of
defence wing at Embassy of
India, Manila in near future.
While welcoming the
Philippines as a coordinating
country for India in ASEAN
Defence Ministers’ Meeting
Plus, the Defence Secretary
discussed ways and means to
strengthen cooperation in
multilateral forums. India and
the Philippines have a
vigorous and multifaceted
relationship which has
expanded into several
strategic areas, including
defence and security.
During the visit, the Defence
Secretary also called on
Secretary of National
Defense, Philippines (Defence
Minister of Philippines)
Gilbert Eduardo Gerardo
Cojuangco Teodoro Jr. and
conveyed the greetings of
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh. 
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Congress leader Bhupinder
Singh Hooda filed his

nomination for the Haryana
Assembly polls from his
traditional stronghold Garhi
Sampla Kiloi seat in Rohtak
on Wednesday and sought
people's support in ousting
the BJP from power in the "do
or die battle". Assembly
Speaker Gian Chand Gupta,
former state home minister
Anil Vij, BJP leader O P
Dhankar, Congress' Brijendra
Singh and the AAP's Anurag
Dhanda were among other
candidates who filed their
nominations on Wednesday.
Thursday is the last day of
filing of nominations. Voting
for the 90-member Haryana
assembly will be held on
October 5 and votes will be
counted on October 8.
Bhupinder Hooda, a former
chief minister, was
accompanied by his wife Asha
Hooda, son Deepender
Hooda and daughter-in-law
Sweta Hooda during
nomination filing. A "havan"
was performed before Hooda
filed his papers.
Haryana Assembly Speaker
Gian Chand Gupta filed his

papers from the Panchkula
assembly segment. He was
accompanied by party leader
and Haryana affairs co-
incharge Biplab Kumar Deb.
Gupta is seeking re-election
from Panchkula.
Vij filed papers from Ambala
Cantt, Congress leader
Brijendra Singh from Uchana
Kalan, BJP's O P Dhankar
from Badli and J P Dalal from
Loharu.
BJP's Harvinder Kalyan filed
his papers from the
Gharaunda seat. He was
accompanied by Union
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar. Another BJP
nominee Arti Rao filed her

nomination from the Ateli
seat, accompanied by her
father and Union minister
Rao Inderjit Singh.
Congress Vardhan Yadav filed
his nomination from the
Badshahpur seat, Congress
Mohit Grover from Gurgaon
seat, BJP's Tejpal Tawar from
Sohna, BJP's Bimla
Chaudhary  from Pataudi,
Kumudni Jhangu
Independent from
Badshahpur and Sundar
Bhadna Independent from
Sohna and others.
AAP leader Anurag Dhanda
filed his papers from the
Kalayat seat. He was
accompanied by the party's

senior leader Manish Sisodia.
Among other candidates, BJP
nominee Shakti Rani Sharma
filed her papers from the
Kalka seat.
Addressing a gathering after
filing his nomination,
Bhupinder Hooda lashed out
at the BJP government in
Haryana, alleging the state
has become "number one" in
unemployment and inflation
in the last 10 years.
"You gave me a chance.
Whatever I am today, it is due
to you and your blessings. I
got a chance to serve Haryana
from 2005-2014," he told the
people.The former chief
minister said that when the
Congress was in power in
Haryana, it was "number one"
in per capita income, per
capita investment, providing
jobs, law and order situation
and sports activities in the
country.
"After 10 years, Haryana
today is number one in
unemployment and inflation
while crime has also
increased," he alleged.
Hooda said the Congress will
come out with an election
manifesto soon that will
include raising old-age
pension to Rs 6,000,
providing LPG cylinders at Rs

500 and 300 units of free
electricity.
"I want to fight a battle not for
myself but for you and want
to make the state number one
once again," the senior
Congress leader told the
gathering.
He said the electoral contest
in Haryana is between the
Congress and the BJP, and
asked people to be cautious of
"vote katau" (vote cutters).
"Five years ago, a 'vote cutter'
took 10 seats. This time, not
even a single vote is to be
wasted," Hooda said. In the
2019 Assembly elections, the
Jannayak Janta Party got 10
seats and went to ally with the
BJP and form government.
"Again the same conspiracy is
being hatched. Earlier, there
was one and now there is
another one which is the BJP's
B-team. So beware of these
vote cutters," the former chief
minister said.
The Aam Aadmi Party, which
was in talks with the Congress
for a pre-poll alliance in
Haryana, has so far fielded 61
candidates for the 90-member
assembly.  Hooda termed the
elections a "do or die battle"
and said, "Not just Garhi
Sampla Kiloi, you have to take
the fight everywhere."
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Much to the chagrin of the
Bharatiya Janta Party's

poll pitch focusing on the
welfare of the masses and the
overall improvement in the
security situation, the alliance
partners- Congress and the
National Conference
Wednesday cornered the
ruling party in their election
meetings and accused them of
failing to check the spread of
terrorism in the otherwise
peaceful Jammu region.
Leading the charge from the
front, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge
Wednesday announced five
guarantees for the people of
Jammu and Kashmir,
including five lakh interest-
free loan for women
entrepreneurs and Rs 25 lakh
health insurance per family, if
the Congress-NC alliance is
voted to power in the Union
territory.
Addressing the election
meeting in Anantnag, Kharge
also announced the
Congress-NC government
will give Rs 3,000 monthly to
the women heads of families
besides promising to restore

the provision to give 11 kg
grains per person through the
public distribution system.
He said the promise for
rehabilitation of Kashmir
Pandit migrants, which was
made during the term of
Manmohan Singh, will be
fulfilled.
The OBCs will also get their
rights as enshrined in the
Constitution, he added.
The five guarantees were read
out by the Congress president
in presence of National
Conference president Farooq
Abdullah and other senior
Congress leaders, including K
C Venugopal and Subodh
Kant.
Kharge reiterated that the
party will strive for the

restoration of statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir while
promising to restore a bi-
cameral legislature in the
Union territory.
In Jammu region, National
Conference Vice President
Omar Abdullah Wednesday
said the distribution of arms
to people is the biggest proof
of the BJP Government’s
“failure” to check the spread
of terrorism in the otherwise
peaceful  Jammu region.
The former Chief Minister
was referring to the revival of
village defence guards and
arming them with self-
loading rifles by replacing
their .303 rifles in the Jammu
region which has witnessed a
spurt in terror activities over

the past few years.
Addressing an election rally
in support of party candidate
Mehbooba Iqbal in
Bhaderwah of Doda district,
Abdullah also accused the
BJP of supporting smaller
groups and independent
candidates with the sole
motive of forming the next
Government with their help
even as they went to jails and
openly talked about merger of
Kashmir with Pakistan.
“The weapons are being
distributed because they have
allowed terrorism to grow in
Jammu which was completely
cleared of the menace by our
Government before 2014. The
people are being armed
because the situation in
Jammu has deteriorated and
people are worried,” he said
The NC leader also addressed
an election rally in support of
party candidate Arjun Singh
Raju in Ramban district.
“We are nationalists and in
the past 35 years, thousands
of our workers sacrificed their
lives for the nation. We have
not lagged in nationalism,” he
said, talking to reporters on
the sidelines of the Ramban
rally.
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The protesting junior
doctors of Bengal --- who

have been sitting on a dharna
near Swasthya Bhavan in
Kolkata for the past more
than 38 hours --- responded
to the Bengal Government's
offer for talks saying the
dialogue process could
resume only if the
Government would concede
to their four-point demand.
Contrary to the condition set
by the Government that the
doctors could send only 12-
15 representatives the
agitating doctors wanted
them to be represented by of
at least 30 members. "There
are 26 medical colleges and
many more super-specialty
hospitals … so we want at
least 30 members to represent
our side," said one of the
doctors adding "we have also
demanded that the talks
should be live-streamed by
the media and should be held
in presence of the Chief
Minister so that no
contradictory statement
emanates in future … and not
least the talks should be held
on the five-point demand
that we have been raising for
the past one month."
The junior doctors of Bengal
have been on a "cease work"
for the past one month
demanding justice for
Abhaya the postgraduate lady
doctor of RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital who
was raped and murdered on
August 8.
The doctors had defied the
Supreme Court order
directing the agitating
doctors to join work by 5 pm
on Tuesday. Instead they took
out a march to the Swasthya

Bhavan and had been sitting
there on a dharna for the past
more than 38 hours.
In a moving development
showing that the doctors'
movement had was gradually
reaching the other strata of
the society people from far
and wide not only joined the
doctors in the dharna but
many of them brought
breakfast, tea and lunch from
their respective houses to
serve them. 
"This is our holy duty to
stand by these doctors who
are fighting not only for
justice to women as a whole
but also improve the health
sector … we will continue to
bring food for them as long as
they sit here," said women
from nearby Salt Lake area.
Earlier State Chief Secretary
Manoj Panth sent an e-mail
to the doctors inviting them
for talks after the medics
turned down a previous mail
sent by State Health Secretary
terming it "insulting" for the
doctors. The mail sent by
Panth read "we invite your
delegation, preferably
consisting of 12-15 colleagues
to join us for a discussion at 6
p.m. today, i.e. 11.09.2024, in
Nabanna. A list of the
members of your delegation
may please be intimated by
email. We look forward to
your positive response and
hope for a fruitful dialogue."
It also reminded how the
doctors had "unfortunately"
defied the Apex Court order
directing them to resume
work.
The doctors wrote back to the
Government that they were
ready for talks anytime and
anywhere depending on four
conditions met by the
Government. "We have

written to the Government
that we are ready for talks
anytime and anywhere … but
the talks must be held in
presence of the Chief
Minister madam and have to
be telecast live by the media
… we have also made it
categorically clear that the
talks will have to be held on
the five-point demand that
we have been raising for the
past one month," said a
doctor.
There was no communication
coming back from State
secretariat Nabanna, when
reports last came in, sources
said adding the proposals of
the doctors were being
weighed up by the
administration. 
The doctors have been
demanding "justice for the
RG Kar victim, removal of
State Health Secretary and
two Directors of Health
Education and Health
Services, revamping and
beefing up of the security
network," and eradication of
threat-culture and syndicate
raj in medical education that
range from extortion from
the students and mass
cheating racket, sources said.
In a parallel development, the
senior doctors who had thus
far been supporting the
movement from outside on
Wednesday descended on the
streets of Kolkata taking out a
long rally first to the Medical
Council of Bengal and then
to the Swasthya Bhavan. 
"Our rally is to tell our
juniors that we are there to
support them and if need be
we will descend on the streets
in their resolve to cleanse the
medical health sector of
Bengal," said Manas Gumta a
senior doctor.

Docs demand ‘televised’ talks in
presence of Didi with 30 representatives
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Three suspicious young
men had tried to influence

the police complaint lodged
in the night of August 8 by the
family members of victim
lady doctor of AR Kar
Medical College and Hospital
who was raped and murdered
in the morning of August 9. 
A close friend of the victim
who too is a doctor said that
three youth had been trying
to take the copy of the FIR
lodged in Tala Police Station,
adding "the three-some
stayed back inside the police
station till the time the family
of Abhaya the victim left."
They were trying to read its
content when the other junior
doctors protested forcing
them to give up, the friend of
the victim said. 
Besides, Dr S Hasan a junior
doctor reportedly close to
Sandip Ghosh the arrested
former Principal of
RGKMCH also said that the
CCTV footage based on
which the present prime
accused was arrested only
provided the footage of the
front side of the chest
medicine department. "There
is a second entry and exit
route through the back area
where there is hostel where
there is no CCTV," he said
refusing to delve much into
the matter.   
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Accusing the BJP of talking
in different tones in

Kashmir and outside it,
National Conference Vice
President Omar Abdullah
Wednesday said they
welcomed the bail granted to
Awami Ittehad Party (AIP)
founder and MP Sheikh
Abdul Rashid alias Engineer
Rashid who was lodged in jail
in a case related to terror
funding, but strongly opposed
the bail given to Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
during Lok Sabha elections.
“…When Kejriwal was given
bail by the court during Lok
Sabha elections, look at the
reactions of BJP leaders who
questioned the court order
and even termed it as
undemocratic but when
Rashid is freed for a limited
period, BJP people were first
to welcome the court order,”
the NC leader said.
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Alzheimer's disease is
one of the most chal-
lenging neurological

disorders, affecting millions
globally. It is characterised by
progressive memory loss, cog-
nitive decline, and behav-
ioural changes. While the
disease is often associated
with older adults, the impor-
tance of detecting it in its early
stages cannot be overstated.
Early detection allows for
timely intervention, which
can slow down the progres-
sion of the disease, offering
patients more years of quali-
ty life. Moreover, early diag-
nosis empowers individuals
and their families to plan for
the future, make informed
decisions, and access the lat-
est treatments.
One of the key advantages of
early detection is the ability to
begin treatment when the
brain is still relatively healthy.
Current medications, while
not a cure, work best when
started early. They can help
manage symptoms like mem-
ory loss and confusion.
Additionally, lifestyle changes
such as regular exercise, cog-
nitive therapy, and a healthy
diet can have a more signifi-
cant impact when imple-
mented during the early

stages of Alzheimer's.
Researchers are now focused
on identifying the disease's
biomarkers before significant
memory problems arise, pro-
viding a window of opportu-
nity for early intervention.
Beyond medical benefits,
early detection has psycholog-
ical and social advantages. It
allows patients to maintain
independence for a longer
period, reduces anxiety asso-
ciated with uncertainty, and
provides clarity to families
about caregiving responsibil-
ities. Detecting Alzheimer's in
its early stages has become a
critical aspect of managing
the disease effectively. With
the advent of advanced diag-
nostic tools like CLEIA, early
detection is now more achiev-
able than ever.
Agappe Diagnostics in collab-
oration with Fujirebio
Holdings of Japan, has made
a groundbreaking advance-
ment in India's healthcare sec-

tor by introducing
Chemiluminescent Enzyme
Immunoassay (CLEIA) tech-
nology. This development is
a monumental step forward
in the indigenous manufac-
turing of cutting-edge diag-
nostic tools, specifically
designed for early detection of
critical diseases like
Alzheimer's, Cancer, and
Gastrointestinal disorders.
“We have long standing pro-
ductive relations with India
that are all set to further
strengthen and flourish,” said
Takashi Ariyoshi, deputy chief
of Japanese embassy in India.
CLEIA, an evolved version of
the widely recognized
C h e m i l u m i n e s c e n t
Immunoassay (CLIA),
merges the sensitivity of
chemiluminescence detec-
tion with the precision of
enzyme immunoassays. This
powerful combination allows
for the accurate detection of
low concentrations of bio-
markers, making it a game-
changer in early diagnosis. In
the case of Alzheimer's, early
identification of disease-spe-
cific biomarkers can signifi-
cantly slow down cognitive
decline by enabling timely
interventions, including med-
ications and lifestyle changes.

In modern In-Vitro
Diagnostics (IVD), CLEIA
plays a crucial role not just in
early detection but also in dis-
ease progression monitoring
and guiding personalized
treatment. 
These aspects are particular-
ly relevant in Alzheimer's
care, where early diagnosis
opens the door to medical
treatments and cognitive ther-
apies that can prolong inde-
pendence and improve qual-
ity of life. 
This technology is a signifi-
cant leap in advancing
immunoassay technology in
India. Through this partner-
ship, cartridge-based CLEIA
systems have been developed
and launched, supporting the
healthcare system with
advanced, locally manufac-
tured diagnostic tools.
Besides, beyond Alzheimer's,
CLEIA is instrumental in
detecting cancer markers at
an early stage, significantly
improving survival rates for
patients. The Inod- Japanese
partnership underlines the
benefits of the "Make in India"
initiative, reducing depen-
dency on imports  in critical
healthcare technologies. 

(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)
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uing commitment to serve the common
man. This is the midfield crunch situation
for Indian courts to have strategic timeout
while going by the statistics of the pend-
ing cases. More than five crore cases are
pending in various courts, including dis-
trict courts, High Courts and the Supreme
Court as revealed by the recent report.
Without the support from the executive the
dream of the courts for the common man
will continue to be the herculean task. 
The trial courts must be filled with enough
Judges. Doesn’t mean other courts are
hands free. The Court should set the
accountability to dispose of cases within the
stipulated time in all courts? The court
should entertain appeals only after the due
satisfaction of merits of the lower court
order. The court must take stock of the
backlogs and put a strategic team to find
out reasons for delay. Depending on the
nature of the case, prioritise the focus on
those cases towards early completion.
Besides they should not allow adjourn-
ments to eat away the time of courts and
litigants time and cost. 

A P Thiruvadi  | Chennai
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Madam — The GDP of any country, along-
side other factors, depends on the physi-
cal health of its citizens. However, a mod-
ern sedentary lifestyle is common, and gov-
ernment intervention is needed to encour-
age physical activity. A national survey
revealed that over 200 million Indians are
physically inactive, with 155 million adults
and 45 million adolescents failing to meet
WHO guidelines. 
The joint study by Dalberg Advisors and
Sports and Society Accelerator found that
48% of older adults believe they are too old
for physical activity, and 45% think sports
are unsafe for girls. Misconceptions, such
as physical exertion being harmful to men-
struating women or affecting marriage
prospects, contribute to the gender gap in
physical activity. Women, especially in
urban areas, spend 75% of their active time
on household chores, leaving little time for
exercise. 

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar
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Madam — West Bengal Governor C.V.
Ananda Bose has urged Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee to comply with Article
167(c) of the Indian Constitution by
informing Raj Bhavan of all decisions made
by the state cabinet. This request comes in
the wake of the public outcry following the
gruesome rape and murder of a woman
doctor at Kolkata’s R.G. Kar Medical
College and Hospital. 
A statement from the Governor’s office,
issued, emphasized that under Article 167,
it is the Chief Minister’s duty to provide the
Governor with details of all cabinet deci-
sions relating to the state’s administration
and any proposed legislation. The state-
ment also reminded the Chief Minister that
updates should be provided on matters dis-
cussed by the cabinet, especially when a
minister’s decision was not taken into con-
sideration by the cabinet. The Governor’s
office criticised the state administration and
law enforcement, stating that public per-
ception had condemned their actions in
this case. 
The statement outlined several concerns,
including misinformation given to the vic-
tim’s parents, alleged tampering of the
crime scene, delays in filing the FIR, and
the hasty disposal of the body despite the
parents’ request for more time.
Furthermore, it noted that the transfer and
reappointment of the Principal of the hos-
pital raised suspicions about the state’s
intentions, as did the Kolkata Police’s
alleged attempts to cover up the crime
scene tampering. The statement added that
civil society and the courts had strongly
reprimanded the law enforcement agencies
for their handling of the case, particular-
ly regarding the events following the dis-
covery of the victim’s body. Kolkata call-
ing shots.

Dorai Ramani Suresh | Ghaziabad
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Madam— The time has come for the judi-
cial think tank to put the house in order.
The job of the Judges are becoming a
thankless one while going by their contin-
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regional parties are also vying
for a share of power. In the
2019 Lok Sabha polls, the BJP
won all ten seats. 
In 2024, it only secured five
seats, with the Congress taking
the other five. In the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, the BJP, lacking
the majority, formed the gov-
ernment with the help of
JD(U) and Telugu
Desam.Before 2014, the BJP
was a minor player in
Haryana. Only after the 2014
Lok Sabha elections, the party
gained momentum. In 2019,
the BJP formed a government
with 40 seats, just six short of
the majority,Dushyant
Chautala's Jannayak Janta
Party (JJP), which won ten
seats, supported the BJP.
However, JJP recently ended its
alliance with the BJP.
In Haryana, the BJP's vote
share decreased from 58.2% in
2019 to 46.11% in 2024. This
was mainly due to the farmers
demanding a legal minimum
support price (MSP) guaran-
tee. In 2024, the INDIA bloc,
a coalition of regional parties
and Congress surpassed the
BJP's vote share.In March, BJP
replaced Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar with
Nayab Singh Saini. The new
Chief Minister has introduced
welfare schemes, promised to
fill government job vacancies,

and aims to leverage the Jat
issue. However, the BJP does
not have Jat's support. Also,
Saini's short six-month tenure
has limited his impact.
The Congress is upbeat after
doubling its Lok Sabha seats in
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.
Congress focuses on jobless-
ness, inflation, farmer's issues,
and the controversial Agniveer
scheme. The party is prepar-
ing its manifesto based on pub-
lic suggestions, which includes
welfare schemes like a Rs
6,000 pension for old-age peo-
ple and 300 units of free elec-
tricity. The party also counts
on 452,000 first-time voters
and 4.09 million young vot-
ers.Congress aims to unite the
opposition votes, while the BJP
seeks to divide them strategi-
cally. AAP has some influence
in border areas of Haryana.
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
is trying to keep the Indian
coalition intact. 
The AAP has agreed to fight
in five seats.There are rum-
blings in the Congress, too.
The Congress is facing faction-
al fights. It is divided into two
groups led by Hooda and
Kumari Sailja. The party tries
to satisfy both factions, but
Hooda holds more influence
because of his previous role as
chief minister. Turncoats and
relatives of former chief min-

isters are in the Congress list
of candidates.
The BJP is facing a tough bat-
tle in Haryana. Current polls
indicate that the party may win
fewer seats. BJP's weaknesses
are the absence of strong lead-
ership at the state level and a
compelling counter-narrative
against the Opposition
charges. Prime Minister Modi,
who leads the party's cam-
paigns, has not addressed any
election rallies yet. The
Congress must work on com-
placency, internal conflicts,
and a need for more organi-
sation. The BJP faced rebellion
after the candidate list was
announced, and some influen-
tial people like Ranjit left the
party. 
Too many ticket aspirants
could diminish the party's
prospects.Ultimately, the arith-
metic will determine
Congress's victory. Also, the
unity of the INDIA coalition
is essential. If lucky, the BJP
may minimise damage by
securing a respectable number
of seats, leading to a potential-
ly significant outcome.
Congress should avoid mis-
takes and take everybody
along. Otherwise, it will miss
a golden opportunity.

(The writer is a popular
columnist; views expressed

are personal)
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Who will emerge
victorious in
H a r y a n a ' s
u p c o m i n g
assembly polls?

Will the ruling BJP retain the
state, or will the resurgent
Congress seize the opportunity to
win? The nation is watching as the
results of the impending polls in
Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Jammu,
and Kashmir will shape these
states' future and significantly
impact the national political land-
scape.Haryana is gearing up for
a diverse, multi-cornered contest
with 90 seats. 
The main competition is between
the BJP and the Congress. Still,
other parties like AAP, Samajwadi
Party, CPI(M), and Haryana
Lokhit Party are also in the field,
adding diversity to the electoral
dynamics.The BJP, JJP, and Azad
Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram) have
allied with Dushyant Chautala as
their chief ministerial candidate.
At the same time, the INLD and
BSP have chosen Abhay Singh
Chautala as theirs.
The BJP and Congress have not
declared their chief ministerial
faces, but former chief minister
Bhupendra Singh Hooda is lead-
ing the battle for Congress. The
new BJP chief minister, Saini, is
leading the BJP.Both parties are
facing internal problems. In the
case of the BJP, Minister Ranjit
Singh Chautala and MLA
Lakshman Dass Napa left the
party after being denied tickets.
Other prominent figures and
district leaders resigned after not
being considered for
tickets.During seat-sharing dis-
cussions with its coalition partner
AAP, Congress leaders in
Haryana, including Hooda, are
willing to concede only a few
seats.
The Congress, led by former
chief minister Bhupendra Singh
Hooda, is optimistic about
returning to power after a ten-
year gap. The party is strategical-
ly wooing the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and the Samajwadi Party
for an alliance. Meanwhile, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal is
facing allegations of involvement
in a liquor scam.The Haryana
polls are crucial. The BJP wants
a third term, while the Congress
aims to regain power. Other
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Janga Bahadur Sunuwar  | Jalpaiguri
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The entire world grap-
ples with the dire con-
sequences of climate

change and desperately
searches for sustainable and
clean energy sources. Green
hydrogen, a powerful alter-
native fuel produced using
renewable energy, has
emerged as a viable alterna-
tive. 
Now, in India, the green
hydrogen revolution is gain-
ing momentum, with the
government, private sector,
and start-ups playing pivotal
roles in positioning the
country as a global leader in
this transformative technol-
ogy.In recent years green
hydrogen, produced through
electrolysis powered by
renewable energy sources
like solar and wind, has
gained significant attention. 

The National Hydrogen
Energy Roadmap, intro-
duced in 2006, marked the
first formal effort by the
government to explore
hydrogen’s potential in India. 
Since then, technological
advancements and a growing
commitment to renewable
energy have laid a solid foun-
dation for the green hydro-
gen revolution.India faces
immense pressure to decar-
bonize its energy systems

due to its heavy dependence
on fossil fuels and huge car-
bon emissions. Green hydro-
gen can serve as a versatile
energy carrier, with applica-
tions ranging from industri-
al processes and transporta-
tion to power generation
and storage. 
Unlike grey or blue hydro-
gen, which is produced from
fossil fuels and involves car-
bon emissions, green hydro-
gen is entirely clean, thus
aligning with global sustain-
ability goals. India's vast
renewable energy resources,
particularly solar and wind,
make it an ideal location for
large-scale green hydrogen
production. 
The International Energy
Agency (IEA) has noted that
India’s renewable energy
capacity could provide the

low-cost electricity needed
for green hydrogen produc-
tion, potentially making it
one of the most cost-effective
producers in the world.
Recognizing the strategic
importance of green hydro-
gen, the Union Government
has implemented a series of
policy measures to promote
its development and adop-
tion. 
To make the country a glob-
al hub for green hydrogen
production and export, the
Indian government launched
its ambitious National
Hydrogen Mission in 2021.
The mission focuses on cre-
ating demand in various sec-
tors, ensuring supply chain
resilience, and supporting
research and development in
hydrogen technologies. 
Key policy incentives include

subsidies and financial sup-
port for pilot projects, the
development of hydrogen
hubs, and mandates for
industries to use green
hydrogen in their opera-
tions. 
This proactive approach has
started giving positive results
now. However, there is a
need to create a robust reg-
ulatory framework to facili-

tate the use of hydrogen as a
fuel in multiple sectors,
including refining, fertilisers,
and transportation.
India’s commitment to
achieving net-zero carbon
emissions by 2070, as
announced at the COP26
summit. Green hydrogen is
expected to play a crucial
role in this journey by decar-
bonizing hard-to-abate sec-
tors like steel, cement, and
petrochemicals. 
The transition to green
hydrogen could also reduce
India's dependence on
imported fossi l  fuels,
enhancing energy security
and providing a significant
economic boost.
Indian conglomerates and
big private businesses have
been quick to recognize the
potential of green hydrogen

and are making substantial
investments in this area. 
Investments are being made
for setting up hydrogen pro-
duction units and integrating
hydrogen fuel cells into
transportation. Start-ups in
the energy sector are also
focusing on developing and
deploying electrolyzers, cre-
ating robust hydrogen stor-
age solutions, and innovating
in the transportation sector
with hydrogen fuel cell tech-
nology. 
International collaborations
will be instrumental in
bringing global best practices
to India and accelerating the
green hydrogen revolution.
India has actively sought to
collaborate with Germany,
Japan, Australia, and the
European Union, forging
partnerships to develop joint

ventures, share technology,
and build capacity.
The green hydrogen revolu-
tion in India represents a
unique opportunity to trans-
form the country’s energy
landscape and lead the glob-
al transition towards a sus-
tainable future. 
With strong government
support, proactive efforts by
the private sector, and
dynamic innovation from
start-ups, India embarks on
a journey to become a green
hydrogen powerhouse. To
achieve the target of net-zero
emissions, green hydrogen
would play a pivotal role in
shaping India’s energy future
and driving global sustain-
ability efforts. 

(The writer is director,
SgurrEnergy India; views

are personal)
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a non-governmental organisa-
tion, which came forward to
build houses for all those who lost
their dwelling places in the flash
floods. According to the Kerala
Government’s estimate, 500
homes were washed away by the
gushing waters. The HRDS told
the Government that it would
rebuild/construct 500 safe and
secured houses each of 700 sq ft
and costing Rs 10 lakh free of
cost. 
The NGO also told the govern-
ment that it would help the land-
slide victims to set up group
farming so that they could earn
a reasonably fair monthly income.
All the 500 houses to be con-
structed by the HRDS will feature
self-contained guest rooms which
could be rented out as part of the
homestay programme. But
Vijayan and his comrades are
cold to the offer.The Centre has
asked Vijayan to submit details of
the losses suffered in nature's fury
and how the State would go
ahead with the rehabilitation and
reconstruction. Though the dis-
aster struck nearly a month ago,
the Government has yet to come
out with the details of the losses.
In the aftermath of the 2018
floods, Vijayan had demanded Rs
40,000 crore as flood relief which
included Rs 20,000 crore to
rebuild the roads washed away in
the deluge. 
But senior officials who took
stock of the situation once the
flood water receded had told
that roads could be rebuilt with
Rs5,800 crore. As part of miti-
gating future floods, Vijayan
accompanied by an entourage of
relatives (including his five-year-
old grandson) and senior bureau-
crats undertook a junket to the
Netherlands. 
But there is no end in sight for the
floods in Kerala.
There is no need to search for the

reason behind the landslides and
floods in Wayanad and other
places in the State. Prof Madhav
Gadgil, a noted environmentalist
who headed the Western Ghats
Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP)
had told the State Governments
not to disturb the ecology and
environment beyond the current
level. 
The team of experts had found to
their horror that quarrying and
sand mining of unprecedented
level were taking place with offi-
cial connivance across the length
and breadth of Western Ghats
and this included Wayanad.In
1986, this writer shot a television
documentary on the Wayanad
district for Doordarshan. 
There were no resorts or star
hotels those days anywhere in the
district. The District Collector
Raveendran Thampi had been
sanctioned one room as his camp
office in the low power transmit-
ter station of the Doordarshan at
Kalpetta. Immediately after
nature's fury in July 2024, Prof
Gadgil said that the disaster was
a man-made one and was waiting
to happen at any time. “Wayanad
has no more space for resorts,
quarries and sand mining,” said
Prof Gadgil immediately after the
landslide and flash floods. 
But what the chief minister said
in his briefing was shocking.
“The Gadgil committee report is
a big joke and one need not take
it seriously,” said Vijayan.The
committee of experts led by Prof
Gadgil toured the entire Western
Ghats region and they were
shocked by the kind of quarrying,
mining and deforestation that
was happening in the region. Prof
Gadgil had described the Western
Ghats region as the Water Tower
of peninsular India. 
Vested interests including reli-
gious groups are exploiting
Wayanad to the hilt and this

made the committee ask the
authorities to stop herewith the
constitution of special economic
zones and reschedule reservoir
operations to downstream flows.
More than what the Gadgil
Committee had said in its report,
what Prof T P Kunhikannan, a
CPI(M) activist, had said about
the report is significant. 
A thorough study by
Kunhikannan has proved that
Prof Gadgil’s suggestions should
be accepted in toto by the author-
ities concerned. “The Church is
campaigning against Gadgil
Committee findings to save its
commedcial interests. There is
nothing anti-people or anti-
minorities in the report,” said Prof
Kunhikannan in his studies
“Gadgil Report and Kerala’s
Development”. 
The top echelons of the Church
read pastoral letters asking the
laity to stage demonstrations
across the country against the
report as it was anti-minority,”
said Kunhikkannan.No purpose
will be served by subjecting the
Wayanad disaster to another aca-
demic analysis. The Church sab-
otaged the Gadgil committee
report by terming it as anti-
development, anti-farmers and
anti-people. 
Through a series of pastoral let-
ters (which were read out during
Sunday Mass),  the clergy
unleashed a blitzkrieg against
the WGEEP report. The then
union government appointed
another committee headed by G
Kasturirangan, former ISRO
chairman, to “examine” the fea-
sibility of Gadgil’s findings.
Kasturirangan did his masters
proud by diluting the WGEEP
report and that was the death
warrant of Wayanad.
(The writer is special correspon-

dent with The Pioneer; views
are personal)

SK Pottekkat, who could be rated
as India’s best travelogue writer
has elaborated on his 1955 visit
to Finland. “The country’s area is
1,30,119 sq miles out of which 71

per cent is forests. Finland’s main source
of income is the pine trees grown in its
forests. But to get permission from the
government to cut down a single pine
tree, one has to furnish proof that he has
planted six pine saplings,” writes
Pottekkat in his memoirs. 
He was a delegate to the World Peace
Council meeting held in Helsinki, the
capital city. In 2024, despite a massive
industrialisation drive, the country has
the tenth highest percentage of forest
cover in the world. Pottekkat hailed from
Kozhikode, the neighbouring district of
Wayanad. 
Once the region was full of evergreen
forests filled with exotic trees, plants and
flowers. Folklore is that the tribal youth
who led a team of Englishmen to
Wayanad was shot dead by the visitors to
ensure that no more outsiders entered the
fertile landscape. 
But Wayanad has become a teardrop
since 30 July 2024 as landslides and flash
floods struck the district in quick succes-
sion swallowing hundreds of people and
their houses. Pinarayi Vijayan, the chief
minister, has asked the Centre to release
Rs 2,000 crore as the first instalment
towards the rescue, rehabilitation and
reconstruction mission to be undertak-
en by the Government of Kerala. 
He also blamed the Centre for its failure
to provide the exact date, time and place
of the natural disaster and has vowed to
establish the State’s early warning system
for floods, landslides and heavy rain-
falls.Vijayan will outclass the best of the
entrepreneurs in the skill of mobilization
of resources for the Chief Minister’s
Disaster Relief Fund. 
All media briefings by Vijayan end with
him announcing the details of persons
who have contributed to the CMDRF in
the aftermath of landslides and deluge
that devastated Wayanad. But what
stands out is the generous offer made by
High Range Rural Development Society,

$�%6��#�

#���	������$�	��������$�	$����������������
��	�
��������%�������	$�������	��	�������
�����	��$�����������������
����$����	���&������	�



$�%�&��'��������	�
�������� 
������������������

��(��%��$�)��*�&�%+*+���,����
Washington (AP): Taylor
Swift, one of the music indus-
try’s biggest stars, endorsed
Kamala Harris for president
shortly after the debate ended
on Tuesday night.
“I think she is a steady-hand-
ed, gifted leader and I believe
we can accomplish so much
more in this country if we are
led by calm and not chaos,”
Swift wrote in an Instagram
post, which included a link to
a voter registration website.
Swift has a dedicated follow-

ing among young women, a
key demographic in the
November election, and her
latest tour has generated more
than USD 1 billion in ticket
sales. In a half hour, the post
received more than 2.3 million
likes. She included a picture of
herself holding her cat
Benjamin Button, and she
signed the message “Childless
Cat Lady.” The remark is a ref-
erence to three-year-old com-
ments made by JD Vance,
Donald Trump’s running mate,
about women without children
not having an equal stake in
the country’s future.
A Harris senior campaign offi-
cial said the endorsement was
not coordinated with the cam-
paign. Tim Walz, Harris’ run-

ning mate, appeared to learn
about the endorsement in the
middle of a live interview on
MSNBC. As Rachel Maddow
read the text, Walz broke into
a smile and patted his chest.
“That was eloquent. And it was
clear,” Walz said. “And that’s the
kind of courage we need in
America to stand up.” Swift
wrote that her endorsement
was partially prompted by
Trump’s decision to post AI-
generated pictures suggesting
that she had endorsed him. 
One showed Swift dressed as
Uncle Sam, and the text said
“Taylor wants YOU to VOTE
for DONALD TRUMP.”
Trump’s posts “brought me to
the conclusion that I need to be
very transparent about my
actual plans for this election as
a voter,” Swift wrote. She added
that “I’ve done my research,
and I’ve made my choice.” The
Trump campaign dismissed
Swift’s endorsement.
“This is further evidence that
the Democrat Party has unfor-
tunately become a party of the
wealthy elites,” said spokesper-
son Karoline Leavitt. “There’s
many Swifties for Trump out
there in America,” she said,
herself included. Swift’s
endorsement was not exactly a

surprise. In 2020, she sup-
ported President Joe Biden,
and she cheered for Harris in
her debate against then-Vice
President Mike Pence. She also
was openly critical of Trump,
saying he had stoked “the fires
of white supremacy and
racism.” Swift is a popular fig-
ure nationwide, but especially
among Democrats. An
October 2023 Fox News poll
found that 55 per cent of vot-
ers overall, including 68 per
cent of Democrats, said they
had a favourable view of Swift.
Republicans were divided, with
43 per cent having a favourable
opinion and 45 per cent an
unfavorable one. AP VoteCast
suggests that a partisan divide
on Swift was apparent as early
as 2018. 
That’s the year Swift made her
first political endorsement,
supporting Tennessee
Democrat Phil Bredesen for
Senate over Republican
Marsha Blackburn. VoteCast
found that among Tennessee
voters that year, 55 per cent of
Democrats and just 19 per cent
of Republicans said they had a
favourable opinion of Swift.
Blackburn won by a comfort-
able margin in the deep red
state. 
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Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian on Wednesday

slammed the West, saying that
Israel is “committing massacres”
in the war in Gaza and using
European and American
weapons to do so.  Pezeshkian,
who spoke in Baghdad at the
start of his first visit abroad since
taking office, is hoping to
cement Tehran’s ties to Baghdad
as regional tensions increasing-
ly pull both majority Shiite
countries into the widening
Middle East fray.
Iran has been a staunch sup-

porter of the Palestinian militant
Hamas group since its Oct 7
attack on southern Israel that
sparked the war in the Gaza
Strip. More than 40,000
Palestinians have been killed in
Gaza since the war erupted,
according to local health offi-
cials. The war has also caused
vast destruction and displaced
around 90% of Gaza’s population
of 2.3 million, often multiple
times.
“The Israeli entity is committing
massacres against women, chil-
dren, young men and elderly.
They bomb hospitals and
schools,” Pezeshkian said. “All

these crimes are being commit-
ted by using European and
American ammunition and
bombs,” he added, without elab-
orating.
Ahead of Pezeshkian’s arrival, an
explosion struck a site near
Baghdad International Airport
used by the US military on
Tuesday night. There were no
reported casualties and the cir-
cumstances of the explosion
were unclear. The US Embassy
later described it as an “attack”
on the Baghdad Diplomatic
Services Compound, an
American diplomatic facility,
and that it was “assessing the
damage” and the cause of the
explosion. It didn’t provide fur-
ther details.
Pezeshkian’s visit is significant

for both countries. For Iran, its
relationship with Iraq remains
crucial for economic, political
and religious reasons - some-
thing that has especially been
true since the US-led 2003 inva-
sion of Iraq toppled dictator
Saddam Hussein, who launched
a bloody, yearslong war against
Iran in the 1980s. Baghdad,
meanwhile, has been trying to
balance its relationship with
Tehran, which backs powerful
Shiite militias in the country, as

well as with the United States,
which maintains a force of 2,500
troops in Iraq that remain in bat-
tle with remnants of the once-
dominant extremist Islamic State
group. The American troops
remain both a literal and rhetoric
target for Iran, particularly as
Israel’s nearly year-old war on
Hamas in Gaza grinds on. Iraq’s
Prime Minister Mohammed
Shia al-Sudani told reporters
during a joint news conference
with Pezeshkian that the two
neighbouring countries on
Wednesday signed 14 memo-
randums of understanding to
boost relations. He also pledged
that Iraq’s airspace will not be
used for attacks on the Islamic
Republic - an apparent reference
to Israel.Pezeshkian, who was
sworn in as Iran’s new president
in July, is also to visit Shiite
shrines in the Iraqi holy cities of
Karbala and Najaf, a railroad
project to link the southern city
of Basra to Iran and Irbil, the
capital of Iraq’s semiautonomous
northern Kurdish region. Still,
there have been tensions
between Iran and Iraq, particu-
larly after Iranian missiles hit
sites in Iraq in attacks over the
past six years, targeting Kurdish
militias, a base housing

American forces and also what
Tehran alleged were Israeli sites
in Iraq. Iran also fired missiles
and flew drones over Iraq in its
unprecedented direct attack on
Israel in April. That attack fol-
lowed a suspected Israeli strike
on an Iranian diplomatic com-
pound in Damascus, Syria, that
killed two Iranian generals and
five officers, as well as a mem-
ber of the Lebanese Shiite mili-
tia Hezbollah, an Iranian ally.
The Islamic Republic has also
threatened further retaliation
against Israel over the July assas-
sination of Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran, which could
include another missile bar-
rage. Iraq also needs the close
ties to maintain Baghdad’s sup-
ply of imported Iranian natural
gas to meet its electricity needs.
A barter deal for Iraqi crude oil
has seen the supply continue,
though US sanctions targeting
Tehran over its rapidly advanc-
ing nuclear program have put
pressure on Baghdad.
Meanwhile Tuesday, the United
States and Britain formally
accused Iran of supplying short-
range ballistic missiles to Russia
to use against Ukraine,
announcing new sanctions on
both Moscow and Tehran.
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Hanoi(AP): A flash flood
swept away an entire hamlet
in northern Vietnam, killing
30 people and leaving dozens
missing as deaths from a
typhoon and its aftermath
climbed to 155 on Wednesday.
Vietnamese state broadcast-

er VTV said the torrent of
water gushing down from a
mountain in Lao Cai province
Tuesday buried Lang Nu ham-
let with 35 families in mud
and debris. Only about a
dozen are known so far to
have survived. Rescuers have
recovered 30 bodies and are
continuing the search for
about 65 others. The death toll
from Typhoon Yagi and its
aftermath has climbed to 155.
Another 141 people are miss-
ing and hundreds were
injured, VTV said.
Floods and landslides have

caused most of the deaths,
many of which have come in
the northwestern Lao Cai
province, bordering China,
where Lang Nu is located. Lao
Cai province is also home to
the popular trekking destina-
tion of Sapa.
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Hong Kong’s government
on Wednesday said the US

House of Representatives twist-
ed facts in an attack on the city
as it passed a bill that could
close its representative offices
in America, while Beijing
threatened to take counter-
measures if they are shuttered.
The Hong Kong Economic
and Trade Office Certification
Act was part of a series of
China-related legislative pro-
posals being scrutinized by
the House this week. Many of
the proposals scheduled for a
vote appear to have both
Republican and Democratic
support, reflecting a strong
consensus that congressional
actions are needed to counter
Beijing. If approved, the mea-
sures would still need to clear
the Senate and be signed by the
U.S. president before official-
ly becoming law. They are
expected to increase diplo-
matic tensions between the
world’s two largest economies,
which see each other as rivals
in many areas and have con-
flicting views over various
issues, including on Hong
Kong. On Wednesday, Hong
Kong’s Secretary for
Commerce and Economic
Development Algernon Yau
strongly condemned the bill’s
passage, saying it was political
slander against the laws that
safeguard national security

and smeared the city’s human
rights situation “without any
reason at all.”
He said the American
Chamber of Commerce in
Hong Kong had surveyed its
members and found that about
70% of respondents felt no
negative impact from the
Beijing-imposed security law.
He said there are about 1,200
American companies in the
city.
“The passing of the bill ... actu-
ally is not creating any benefit
to anybody at all,” he said. The
Hong Kong government said
in a statement that the attack
on the semi-autonomous
Chinese city was “politically
driven,” violated international
law and “grossly interferes” in
Hong Kong’s affairs. The office
of China’s Foreign Ministry in
Hong Kong also issued a
strongly worded statement,
saying if the U.S. pushed the
bill forward and shut the
offices, China would take res-
olute countermeasures.The bill
passed the U.S. House with
bipartisan support, 413-3, on
Tuesday. It proposes to require
the White House to remove the
extension of certain privileges
to the three Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Offices in
the U.S. — in Washington,
New York and San Francisco
— if the city no longer enjoys
a high degree of autonomy
from China, and for other
purposes.
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Former President Donald
Trump persisted Tuesday

in saying during a nationally
televised presidential debate
that he had won the 2020 elec-
tion and continued to take no
responsibility for any of the
mayhem that unfolded at the
US Capitol on January 6, 2021,
when his supporters stormed
the building to block the peace-
ful transfer of power.

The comments underscored
the Republican’s refusal, even
four years later, to accept the
reality of his defeat and his
unwillingness to admit the
extent to which his falsehoods
about his election loss embold-
ened the mob that rushed the
Capitol, resulting in violent
clashes with law enforcement.
It also made clear that Trump’s
grievances about 2020 remain
central to his campaign against
his Democratic opponent, Vice
President Kamala Harris, as he
continues to profess allegiance
to the rioters. Asked twice if he
regretted anything he did on
January 6, when he told his sup-
porters to march to the Capitol
and exhorted them to “fight like
hell,” Trump at first responded
by complaining that the ques-
tioner had failed to note that he
had encouraged the crowd to
behave “peacefully and patriot-
ically” and by noting that one
of his backers, Ashli Babbitt,
was fatally shot inside the build-
ing by a Capitol Police officer.
He also suggested that protest-
ers who committed crimes dur-

ing the 2020 racial injustice
protests were not prosecuted.
But a 2021 Associated Press
review of documents in more
than 300 federal cases stem-
ming from the protests sparked
by George Floyd’s death found
that more than 120 defendants
across US pleaded guilty or
were convicted at trial of feder-
al crimes including rioting,
arson and conspiracy. When the
question about his actions on
January 6 arose again, he
replied: “I had nothing to do
with that other than they asked
me to make a speech. I showed
up for a speech.”
But he ignored other incendi-
ary language he used through-
out the speech, during which he
urged the crowd to march to the
Capitol, where Congress was
meeting to certify President Joe
Biden’s victory. Trump told the
crowd: “If you don’t fight like
hell, you’re not going to have a
country anymore.” That’s after
his lawyer, Rudy Giuliani,
declared: “Let’s have trial by
combat.”
Trump didn’t appeal for the

rioters to leave the Capitol
until more than three hours
after the assault began. He then
released a video telling the
rioters it was time to “go home,”
but added: “We love you. You’re
very special people.” He also
repeated an oft-stated false
claim that then-House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi “rejected” his
offer to send “10,000 National
Guard or soldiers” to the
Capitol. Pelosi does not direct
the National Guard.
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Washington (AP): Former
President Donald Trump spoke
heatedly in Tuesday’s presiden-
tial debate about wanting
Russia’s war in Ukraine to be
over - but twice refused to
directly answer a question about
whether he wanted US ally
Ukraine to win. Trump also
falsely claimed that the war had
killed “millions” since Russia
invaded Ukraine 2 1/2 years ago,
while the UN says 11,700 civil-
ian deaths have been verified.
And he claimed without evi-
dence that Vice President
Kamala Harris, his Democratic
opponent, had bungled a diplo-
matic mission just days before
Russia launched the invasion.
Trump’s comments are likely to
heighten concern among
Ukraine and its supporters that
his return to the White House
could push Ukraine into a los-
ing peace deal with its stronger
neighbour, Russia. Western-
allied Ukraine depends on US
military and financial aid to
keep up its fight against Russian
forces, and it would have grave
difficulty withstanding their
attacks if the US were to pull
that support. It’s “a very simple
question. Do you want Ukraine
to win this war?” moderator
David Muir of ABC News asked
Trump in Tuesday’s debate, the
first of two times he pressed
Trump for a direct answer. 
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Bogota (AP): A global human
rights watchdog on Wednesday
called on Latin American gov-
ernments to improve protection
schemes, grant legal status and
reverse “onerous visa require-
ments” for millions of Haitians
and Venezuelans who have
struggled to find work, access to
health care and education in
South American host countries,
forcing them to increasingly
seek asylum in the United States.

Human Rights Watch, in a
report describing the situation of
Haitian and Venezuelan
migrants, said that “limited”

integration and regularisation
policies in South America are
forcing vulnerable people to
head to the United States every
month. To reach the US border,
many asylum seekers make a
long, dangerous journey that
includes crossing the Darien
Gap, a roadless swath of jungle
between Colombia and Panama.
The group urged governments in
Latin America to implement a
“region-wide protection regime
that would grant all Venezuelans
and Haitians legal status for a
fixed but renewable term of
adequate duration,” even if they

may not qualify for refugee sta-
tus under domestic law. The
report also calls for govern-
ments to eliminate barriers that
hinder the integration of
migrants and refugees, including
legislation that prevents people
from getting work permits, while
they seek asylum in other coun-
tries. “While some Latin
American governments have
made commendable efforts to
receive migrants and asylum
seekers” said the report, which
reviewed asylum policies in
countries including Brazil, Peru
and Chile. 
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Algiers (AP): The two opposi-
tion candidates who ran in
Algeria’s presidential race legal-
ly challenged on Tuesday the
provisional result while harshly
rebuking election officials and
disputing the vote count.
Islamist Abdellali Hassani Cherif
and socialist Youcef Aouchiche
filed appeals with Algeria’s
Constitutional Court, taking
the first step required to chal-
lenge the results of the election,
which incumbent President
Abdelmadjid Tebboune won
with a 94.7% share of the
vote.Algerian law provides the
court 10 days from the
announcement of provisional
election results to rule on the
appeals. A verdict could require
the election authority to recal-
culate each candidate’s totals
without calling into question

Tebboune’s victory, for which he
has already begun receiving
congratulatory messages from
Algeria’s foreign allies.
A day before lodging their
appeals, both candidates took
aim at Mohamed Charfi, the
President of Algeria’s National
Independent Electoral Authority
(ANIE) for how the results of
Saturday’s election were report-
ed.  “President Tebboune didn’t
need this stuffing. We knew he’d
be reelected, but with these
results, ANIE hasn’t done him
any favors,” Cherif said. “We
want our votes — the votes of
the people who voted for us —
to be returned to us. I know it
won’t change the outcome of the
vote, but it will go down in his-
tory.”
Meanwhile, Aouchiche held a
news conference where his cam-

paign manager showed graph-
ics that he said proved the
results had been distorted and
called the outcome a “shameful
and gross manipulation.”
“These results, which do not cor-
respond at all to the number of
votes communicated to us by the
regional delegations of the same
ANIE, are a disgrace for the
Algeria of 2024, taking us back
to the 1970s,” he said, referenc-
ing a time when the country’s
only legal political party ran its
chosen candidate unopposed.
The two challengers have taken
issue with discrepancies between
the number of votes used to tally
the results and the turnout fig-
ures that election officials pub-
lished a day earlier. Late Sunday,
Tebboune joined them in
denouncing ANIE, aligning
himself with popular anger that

his challengers had drummed
up against it.
In a shared statement, campaign
managers for Tebboune,
Aouchiche and Cherif called
into question the results that
ANIE had reported and how they
didn’t correspond with the
regional figures that local author-
ities had reported.
“We inform national public opin-
ion that inaccuracies, contradic-
tions, ambiguities and inconsis-
tencies were noted in the figures
when the provisional results of
the presidential election were
announced by the chairman of
the National Independent
Election Authority,” they wrote.
The unprecedented turn of
events marks a departure for
Algeria, where elections have his-
torically been a carefully chore-
ographed affair by the ruling elite

and military apparatus that backs
it.ANIE, the election authority,
was established in 2019 in
response to demands from pro-
democracy protests whose week-
ly demonstrations were convuls-
ing Algeria. Replacing Algeria’s
Interior Ministry, the indepen-
dent body was designed to guar-
antee election integrity and trans-
parency. But its independence has
been called into question, partic-
ularly after it reported Saturday
that Tebboune had won with a
larger share of the vote than
Vladimir Putin in Russia’s March
presidential election.
In local media, commentators
speculated Tebboune’s decision to
criticize the election authority
after being announced the win-
ner suggested a “clan war” among
the shadowy ruling elite thought
to run Algeria. 
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Alex Luna, a 20-year-old mis-
sionary, saw the sky turn

from a cherry red to black in
about 90 minutes as an explosive
wildfire raced toward the
Southern California mountain
community of Wrightwood and
authorities implored residents to
leave their belongings behind
and get out of town.  “It was very,
I would say, hellish-like,” Luna
said Tuesday night. “It was very
just dark. Not a good place to be
at that moment. ... Ash was
falling from the sky like if it was
snowing.”Luna was among those
who heeded the evacuation
order that was issued for the
community of about 4,500 in the
San Gabriel Mountains east of
Los Angeles. The Bridge Fire is
one of three major wildfires
burning in Southern California
and endangering tens of thou-
sands of homes and other struc-
tures. The fires sprung to life dur-
ing a triple-digit heat wave that
finally broke Wednesday. The
cooler temperatures brought the
prospect of firefighters finally
making headway against the
flames. Other major fires were
burning across the West, includ-
ing in Idaho, Oregon and
Nevada, where about 20,000
people had to flee a blaze outside
Reno. In Northern California, a
fire that started Sunday burned
at least 30 homes and commer-
cial buildings and destroyed 40
to 50 vehicles in Clearlake City,
110 miles (117 kilometres) north
of San Francisco. Roughly 4,000
people were forced to evacuate.
California is only now heading
into the teeth of the wildfire sea-
son but already has seen nearly
three times as much acreage

burn than during all of 2023.
Evacuation orders were expand-
ed Tuesday night in Southern
California as the fires grew and
included parts of the popular ski
town of Big Bear. Some 65,600
homes and buildings were under
threat by the Line Fire, includ-
ing those under mandatory evac-
uations and those under evacu-
ation warnings, nearly double the
number from the previous day.
Residents along the southern

edge of Big Bear Lake were told
to leave the area, which is a pop-
ular destination for anglers, bik-
ers and hikers. The blaze had
charred more than 51 square
miles (132 square kilometres) of
grass and brush and blanketed
the area with a thick cloud of
dark smoke .
The acrid air prompted several
districts in the area to close
schools through the end of the
week because of safety con-
cerns. Three firefighters have
been injured since the blaze was
reported Thursday, state fire
managers said. For Wrightwood,
a picturesque town 60 miles (97
kilometres) east of Los Angeles
known for its 1930s cabins,
threatening wildfires have
become a regular part of life.
Authorities expressed frustration
in 2016 when only half the res-
idents heeded orders to leave.
Janice Quick, the president of

the Wrightwood Chamber of
Commerce, lives a few miles out-
side town. Late Tuesday after-
noon she was eating lunch out-
side with friends and they were
rained on by embers the size of
her thumbnail that hit the table
and made a clinking sound. A
friend texted to tell her that the
friend’s home had been con-
sumed by fire, while another

friend was watching through her
ring camera as embers rained
down on her home. “I’ve never
seen anything like this and I’ve
been through fires before,” said
Quick, who has lived in
Wrightwood for 45 years. In
neighbouring Orange County,
firefighters used bulldozers, heli-
copters and planes to control a
rapidly spreading blaze called the
Airport Fire that started Monday
and spread to about 3 square
miles (8 square kilometres) in
only a few hours. The blaze was
ignited by a spark from heavy
equipment being used by public
workers, officials said.
By Tuesday night, it had charred
more than 30 square miles (78
square kilometres) and was
heading over mountainous ter-
rain into neighbouring Riverside
County with no containment,
said Orange County Fire
Authority Capt. Steve Concialdi.
It burned some communications
towers on top of a peak, though
so far officials said they did not
have reports of the damage dis-
rupting police or fire communi-
cation signals in the area.
Concialdi said the fire was burn-
ing away from homes in Orange
County, but there are 36 recre-
ational cabins in the area. He said
authorities don’t yet know if the
cabins were damaged or
destroyed by the blaze. Two fire-
fighters who suffered heat-relat-
ed injuries and a resident who
suffered from smoke inhalation
were treated at a hospital and
released. Sherri Fankhauser, her
husband and her daughter set up
lawn chairs and were watching
helicopters make water drops on
a flaming hillside a few hundred
yards away from their Trabuco
Canyon home on Tuesday.
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Mexico’s Senate voted early
Wednesday to overhaul

the country’s judiciary, clearing
the biggest hurdle for a contro-
versial constitutional revision
that will make all judges stand
for election, a change that crit-
ics fear will politicise the judicial
branch and threaten Mexico’s
democracy.
The vote came after hundreds of
protesters pushed their way into
the Senate on Tuesday, interrupt-
ing the session after it appeared
that Morena, the governing
party of outgoing President
Andrés Manuel López Obrador,
had lined up the necessary votes

to pass the proposal.
The legislation sailed through
the lower chamber, where
Morena and its allies hold 
a supermajority, last week. The
Senate posed the biggest obsta-
cle and required defections from
opposition parties.
One appeared to come Tuesday
from the opposition National
Action Party (PAN) after a law-
maker who had previously spo-
ken out against the overhaul
took leave for medical reasons
and his father, a former gover-
nor, suggested he would vote for
the proposal. The Senate voted
twice on the bill, both times 86-
41, with the second comin
around 4 am.

Mexico’s Senate approves contentious judicial overhaul
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US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and

British Foreign Secretary
David Lammy arrived in Kyiv
on a joint visit Wednesday, as
Ukraine presses the West to
allow it to use long-range mis-
siles against Russia.  The top
diplomats reached the
Ukrainian capital by train
hours after the US presidential
debate during which Vice
President Kamala Harris and
former President Trump
sparred over the 2 1/2-year
war in Ukraine. Blinken trav-
elled from London, where he
accused Iran of providing
Russia with Fath-360 short-
range ballistic missiles, calling
the move a “dramatic escala-

tion” of the war.
For months, Ukraine has

been requesting approval to
use long-range weapons from
the United States  and
Western allies to strike targets
in Russia, and is expected to
press harder given Russia’s
latest  reported weapons
acquisition. “If we are allowed
to destroy military targets or
weapons prepared by the
enemy for attacks on Ukraine,
it would certainly bring more
safety for our civilians, our
people, and our children,”
Ukrainian Prime Minister
Denys Shmyhal said at a news
conference in Kyiv on
Tuesday. “We are working
towards this and will contin-
ue to push for it every day.”
Referring to the missiles from

Iran, he added: “Russia’s use of
weapons from its terrorist
allies to strike at Ukraine con-
tinues their genocidal war and
terrorism on our territory. We
must be able to respond to
such terrorism in kind by
destroying military targets on
their territory to ensure greater
safety for our citizens.”

Wednesday’s visit comes
ahead of British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer’s
upcoming trip to Washington,
where he will meet President
Joe Biden at the White House
on Friday.

Russian airstrikes, mostly
aimed at crippling Ukraine’s
energy infrastructure, have
intensified in recent weeks
with nightly missile and drone
attacks.
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Pakistan’s National Assembly
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq on

Wednesday suspended five
security officials following the
arrest of opposition lawmakers
belonging to jailed former pre-
mier Imran Khan’s party from
the Parliament building.
Sadiq, the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) leader, took action after
plain-cloth officials reportedly
entered the parliament on
Tuesday to arrest lawmakers of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf,
including party chairman
Gohar Ali Khan. The crack-
down prompted an outcry even
by the parties which are part of
the coalition government.
Members of the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) and the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM), both government
allies, expressed discontent
with the arrests, warning that
it would further escalate ten-
sions.The speaker was livid
after the incident, which
showed his inability to safe-
guard the rights of his fellow
parliamentarians, and vowed to
fix the responsibility and pun-
ish the attackers, sources said.

Following an inquiry, Sadiq
took action. 
According to an official state-
ment, Sergeant-at-Arms (BPS-
20) Muhammad Ishfaq Ashraf
was suspended for 120 days. 
“During the period of his sus-
pension, he will be entitled to
draw pay and allowances as
admissible under the applica-
ble rules,” the order read,
adding that the action was
taken under rule 5(1) (suspen-
sion and leave) of the Civil
Servants (Efficiency and
Discipline) Rules, 2020.
In a separate notice, the sus-
pension orders were issued for
Security Assistant Waqas
Ahmed (grade-14 official) and
three junior security assistants
(grade-9 officials), including
Obaidullah, Waheed Safdar
and Muhammad Haroon.
The four were suspended for
120 days and were entitled to
draw pay and allowances as
admissible under the applica-
ble rules.PTI leaders faced the
ire of the authorities after its
rally held on Sunday in the sub-
urbs of Islamabad, demanding
the release of their leader Imran
Khan and warning to get him
out of jail through street
protests.
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Israeli strikes on Palestinian
territories have killed more

than two-dozen Palestinians
on Wednesday, according to
local officials. They say an
Israeli airstrike killed five
Palestinians in the occupied
West Bank, and at least 20
people, including 16 women
and children, were killed in
the Gaza Strip.

Gaza’s Health Ministry says
Tuesday’s strike on a tent
camp in an Israeli-designat-
ed humanitarian zone killed
at least 19 people. The Health
Ministry says over 40,000
Palestinians have been killed
in Gaza since the Israel-

Hamas war began. It does not
differentiate between fighters
and civilians in its count.
The war has caused vast
destruction and displaced
around 90 per cent of Gaza’s
population of 2.3 million,
often multiple times. Hamas-
led militants killed some
1,200 people, mostly civilians,
in their October 7 attack that
sparked the war.  They
abducted another 250 and are
still holding around 100.
Around a third of them are
believed to be dead.
An Israeli airstrike has killed
five Palestinians in the occu-
pied West Bank, Palestinian
officials say. The Israeli mil-
itary said it targeted a group

of militants in the northern
city  of  Tubas early
Wednesday.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry in the West Bank
confirmed the toll but does
not say whether those killed
by Israeli fire are militants or
civilians.  Israel has stepped
up its military raids across the
territory in recent weeks and
says it is working to disman-
tle militant groups and pre-
vent attacks.
Palestinians say such opera-
tions are aimed at cementing
Israel’s seemingly open-ended
military rule over the territo-
ry.  Israel captured the West
Bank,  a long with east
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip,

in the 1967 Mideast war. The
Palestinians want all three
territories for their future
state. The West Bank has
seen a surge in violence since
Hamas’ October 7 attack out
of Gaza ignited the war there.

Palestinian officials say
Israeli airstrikes in the Gaza
Strip have killed at least 20
people, including 16 women
and children. An airstrike
early Wednesday killed 11
people, including six siblings
ranging from 21 months to 21
years old, according to the
European Hospital, which
received the casualties. The
dead from the strike near the
southern city of Khan Younis
included three other women,

a child and a man, according
to the hospital. A strike late
Tuesday on a home in the
urban Jabaliya refugee camp
in northern Gaza killed nine
people, including six women
and children, according to the
Gaza Health Ministry and the
Civil Defence first respon-
ders. The Civil Defense says
the home belonged to Akram
al-Najjar, a professor at the al-
Quds Open University, who
survived the strike.
Israel says it only targets mil-
itants, claiming 17,000 mili-
tant deaths without providing
evidence. It blames civilian
deaths on Hamas because its
fighters are embedded in
dense residential neighbour-

hoods. The military rarely
comments on individual
strikes, which often kill
women and children.

The Health Ministry says
Israel’s offensive, launched in
response to Hamas’ October 7
attack, has killed at least 41,020
Palestinians in Gaza and
wounded nearly 95,000. It does
not distinguish between fight-
ers and civilians but says more
than half of those killed were
women and children.

Hamas-led militants killed
some 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, on October 7 and
abducted around 250. Around
100 hostages are still held in
Gaza, about a third of whom
are believed to be dead. 
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Beijing (PTI): China plans to
train 3,000 foreign law enforce-
ment officials to tackle global
security issues besides pro-
tecting Chinese interests
beyond its borders as part of
efforts by Beijing to take a big-
ger role in global governance
and security.China will take
concrete actions to contribute
Chinese wisdom and strength
to global public security gov-
ernance, Chinese State
Councilor and Minister of
Public Security Wang
Xiaohong told the 2024
Conference of Global Public
Security Cooperation Forum
in Lianyungang in China’s
eastern Jiangsu province.
The forum, which opened on
Monday, was themed “Win-
Win Cooperation Under
Significant Changes: Building
a Global Community of
Common Public Security.”
Wang announced that China
would offer training to 3,000
law enforcement personnel

from various countries in the
coming year as part of the
country’s efforts to strengthen
international cooperation to
tackle global security chal-
lenges, state-run Global Times
reported. Under the plan,
China will also send police
consultants and working units
to countries to help improve
their law enforcement capaci-
ty, conduct joint patrols and
investigations, and tackle
cross-border crime, Wang said.
Beijing is seeking ways to
boost its presence beyond its
borders to protect overseas
interests while offering an
alternative to Western-led
global security governance,
the Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post reported.
About 100 senior law enforce-
ment officials, principles of
police academies and police
experts from 19 countries and
regions jointly launched a
training plan (2025-2026) for
talent in global public securi-

ty during the forum, according
to the Global Times report. 
The meeting was attended
among others by the Maldives
Homeland Security and
Technology Minister Ali
Ihusan.Ihusan said he met
Wang and discussed ways to
strengthen bilateral relations
and build the Maldives police
capacity.
They also discussed further
cooperation, especially the
implementation of China’s
Global Security Initiative
(GSI), proposed by President
Xi Jinping last year, he said.
A concept paper on GSI last
year outlined China’s plan to
take a bigger role in global gov-
ernance and security.
Last week, 71-year-old Xi,
while addressing the 2024
Summit of the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation
(FOCAC) here, announced
plans to train 7,000 military
and police personnel from
Africa.

!�
������
�����9������
�
Singapore (PTI): Pope Francis,
head of the Roman Catholic
Church, arrived in Singapore
on Wednesday on the last leg
of his Asia tour.  The chartered
plane carrying the 87-year-old
leader left Dili airport in
Timor-Leste at about 11:20 am
(Singapore time) and landed
here at 2:50 pm, reported The
Straits Times. Pope Francis’
tour of Asia, which started on
September 2, also took him to
Papua New Guinea and
Indonesia and is his longest trip

yet. His arrival in Singapore
marks the first visit by a pon-
tiff here since 1986 when the
late Pope John Paul II made a
five-hour stopover.At 2:30 pm,
about 1,000 catholics were
waiting along Jurassic Mile to
greet the Pope when he arrived.
Many were dressed in the yel-
low and white of the Vatican
flag and carried mini Singapore
flags.  More than 30 welcome
banners also lined the Changi
Airport Connector that led
from the airport’s VIP complex

to Jurassic Mile.
Pope Francis was welcomed by
Minister for Culture,
Community and Youth Edwin
Tong and his wife along with
Singapore’s non-resident
ambassador to the Vatican
Janet Ang and her husband.
After the procession along
Jurassic Mile, the Pope will
meet members of the Society of
Jesus or Jesuits – a Roman
Catholic order – at the St
Francis Xavier Retreat Centre
in Punggol.
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Apolio worker and a police-
man were killed on

Wednesday after unidentified
gunmen ambushed a team of
polio vaccinators in Pakistan’s
restive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, police said.
Following the attack, a police
team reached the site and cor-
doned off the area in Salarzai
tehsil of Bajaur district. 

No one immediately claimed
responsibility for the attack.
Militants frequently target the
polio workers in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur
condemned the attack and
sought an urgent report on the
attack from the district police.
This is the second attack on
frontline polio workers in the
current round of the national
vaccination campaign.  On

Monday, at least six people,
including three policemen,
were injured in a bomb explo-
sion that targeted a vehicle car-
rying workers associated with
the Pakistan Polio Programme
in South Waziristan district’s
Wana town.  Pakistan last week
reported its first polio case in
the capital Islamabad in the last
16 years, a setback to the
national efforts aimed at erad-
icating the crippling virus.

Hyderabad (PTI): A minor
Hindu girl was handed back
to her family on the orders
of  a  c ou r t  h e re  on
Wednesday after a year-long
ordeal during which she
was abducted and forcibly
married off to a man who
converted her to Islam. The
16-year-old girl was kid-
napped from Hyderabad a
year ago. Shiva Faqir Kaachi,
who heads the Pakistan
Derawar Ittehad organisa-
tion that represents the
Hindu community, said the
court decision was a big
relief and a victory for the
affected family and their
daughter.“She is a brave girl
who was put through a lot of

torture. She was abducted
and they converted her
forcibly and married her off
to a much older Muslim
Man,” he said.

He said his organisation
had been pleading her case
since last year and the police
had finally located her in
R a h i m  Yar  K han  and
brought her to Hyderabad
where she was put in a
women’s shelter home. “The
parents filed a case in court
which today ordered that
they be given custody of
their daughter,” he said. 
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PTI n NEW DELHI

The rupee witnessed
range-bound trade and

settled for the day on a flat
note at 83.98 (provisional)
against US dollar on
Wednesday as the support
from the lower level of
crude oil prices and soft US
dollar was negated by a
weak trend in domestic
equities.
Forex traders said
significant corrections in
asset classes like the dollar
index and crude oil prices
supported the rupee, while a
negative trend in domestic
equities and concerns over
global economic growth
capped the upside.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit moved in a narrow
range. It opened at 83.97

against the American
currency and touched an
intraday high of 83.93 and a
low of 83.98 against the
American currency.
The rupee finally settled for
the day at 83.98
(provisional) against the US
dollar.
On Tuesday, the rupee
depreciated 3 paise to close
at 83.98 against the
American currency.
"Indian rupee continued to
remain range-bound stuck
in a 83.90-84 range
supported by active
interventions from RBI at
lower levels along with
declining crude oil prices
also capping the upside in
same," said Maneesh
Sharma, AVP -
Commodities & Currencies,
Anand Rathi Shares and
Stock Brokers.

Sharma further noted that
rupee's minimal volatility is
also attributed to the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
maintaining long-term

interest rate pauses and
building record foreign
exchange reserves.
"Overall rupee is expected to
maintain a trading range of

83.90-84.10 in the week
ahead with minimal
volatility with cues from US
CPI & ECB interest rate
decision in coming days to
provide further direction to
currency pair," Sharma
added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the
greenback's strength against
a basket of six currencies,
was down 0.23 per cent to
101.39 points.
Brent crude, the
international benchmark,
was trading higher by 2.44
per cent to USD 70.88 per
barrel in futures trade.
Forex traders said crude oil
level of USD 70 per barrel will
act as a support for the
domestic unit as India, the
world's third-largest oil
importer, stands to benefit
from cheaper oil.

Rupee settles flat against US dollar DGCA issues eVTOL guidelines
PTI n NEW DELHI

Aviation regulator DGCA
has issued guidelines for

airworthiness certification of
electric aircraft that are
capable of taking off and
landing in a vertical manner.
An advisory circular
outlining the baseline
airworthiness criteria for the
type certification of Vertical
Take Off and Landing
Capable Aircraft (VCA) has
been issued.
These aircraft are powered by
an electrical system and are
known as eVTOLs.
"This significant step aims to
streamline the certification
process and ensure the safety
and reliability of emerging
eVTOL technologies in
India," the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said in a release on
Wednesday.
The advisory circular
provides comprehensive

safety requirements on the
design, construction,
structural strength, flight
performance, equipment,
power plant installation, flight
crew interface and other
information required for type
certification of eVTOL
aircraft. The latest move is
part of efforts to promote
advanced air mobility
solutions. DGCA said the

initiative also aligns with
global efforts to standardise
eVTOL certification and
encourages innovative efforts
by the Indian industry in
developing/ manufacturing
eVTOL and its components.
Last week, the regulator
issued an advisory circular on
vertiports that are to be used
for eVTOL aircraft
operations.

PTI n MUMBAI

Benchmark Sensex reversed
its early gains to close

lower by 398 points while
broader Nifty slipped below
the 25,000 mark due to selling
in Tata Motors, Reliance
Industries and L&T amid
weak global trends.
In a volatile trade, the 30-
share BSE Sensex dropped
398.13 points or 0.49 per cent
to settle at 81,523.16. 
The index opened higher and
touched the day's high of
82,134.95 points in the mid-
session. However, selling
pressure emerged in the pre-
close session and the index
tanked 498.15 points or 0.60
per cent to hit a low of
81,423.14.
The NSE Nifty declined
122.65 points or 0.49 per cent
to 24,918.45. Among the 30
Sensex firms, Tata Motors was
the biggest loser, tumbling
nearly 6 per cent, followed by
NTPC, Adani Ports, Larsen &
Toubro, State Bank of India,
JSW Steel, Mahindra &
Mahindra, IndusInd Bank
and Titan. In contrast, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Finance,
Hindustan Unilever and Bajaj
Finserv were among the
gainers.
"The domestic market
experienced a minor
consolidation in line with

Asian peers due to correction
of commodity prices like
crude which has collapsed to
USD 70 per barrel.  "Market
sentiment remained cautious
due to the slowdown in the
Chinese economy. Investors
await the release of the US

CPI and domestic inflation
data," said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Financial
Services. In the broader
market, the BSE smallcap
gauge declined 0.57 per cent
and midcap index went lower
by 0.52 per cent.

Market pullback: Sensex, Nifty down

PTI n NEW DELHI

Ride-hailing app Uber on
Wednesday announced

the return of its upscale 'Uber
Black' category in India,
starting with Mumbai.
The move is a step towards
addressing the growing
preference of Indian
customers towards premium
offerings and Uber's ability to
deliver a new standard of on-
demand mobility in premium
cars, the company said in a
release.
"Uber brings Black back to
India... Reintroduces its high-
end category starting with
Mumbai," the release said,
adding that Uber Black allows
for a personalised ride with
customisable features like
quiet mode, temperature
control, and help with

luggage. 
Riders will get to enjoy in-car
amenities and on-trip
preferences, ensuring
consistently high-quality
experience, it added.
"We are thrilled to bring Uber
Black back in an all new
avatar to meet the evolving
aspirations of Indian
customers and introduce the
business class of back seats on
Indian roads," Prabhjeet
Singh, President, Uber India
and South Asia, said.
As India's leading multimodal
mobility service, Uber
endeavors to cater to the full
spectrum of riders, from
those seeking affordable rides
on two-wheelers or three-
wheelers to those who desire a
truly well-appointed
experience in premium
vehicles, Singh added.

Uber Black
returns to Mumbai

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Highlighting the aviation
sector's growth potential,

Union minister K Rammohan
Naidu on Wednesday said
efforts are on to make India a
global aviation hub as well as
to start manufacturing
aircraft in the country.
With Asia-Pacific region
poised to lead global aviation
growth, Naidu said strategic
investments in infrastructure
and collaboration amongst
the regional stakeholders is
critical to achieving
sustainable growth across the
sector.
Speaking at the second Asia
Pacific Ministerial
Conference on Civil Aviation
in the national capital, Naidu
emphasised on three elements
infrastructure, integration
and innovation for the
sector's growth. "My ministry
is working with the vision of
establishing a seamless
aviation landscape in the
country, integrating
helicopters and seaplane
operations alongside wide-
body aircraft under the
regional connectivity scheme
UDAN," he noted.
India is one of the world's

fastest growing civil aviation
markets and the fleet size of
domestic carriers has
increased to around 800 from
400 in 2014 while the number
of domestic passengers
climbed from 67 million to
152 million during the same
period.
The number of operational
airports have grown from 74
in 2014 to 157. "We have an
ambitious plan of scaling this
up to 350-400 airports by
2047," the civil aviation
minister said. The country is
also well-positioned to offer
cost-effective and high quality
MRO (Maintenance, Repair
and Overhaul) services to
domestic and international
airlines, he noted.According
to him, the government is

looking at ways to boost
indigenous production
capabilities and also start
manufacturing aircraft in the
country. While noting that the
aviation industry has long
been recognised as a
significant contributor to
global carbon emissions, the
minister said India is
promoting adoption of
Sustainable Aviation Fuel
(SAF). "The target is to blend 1
per cent of sustainable aviation
fuel with jet fuel in 2027, 2 per
cent in 2028 and 5 per cent by
2030 for all international
flights," he added. 
Around 250 representatives
from 41 countries are expected
to participate in the two-day
conference that began on
Wednesday.

India aims to become
global aviation hub: Naidu

PTI n ITANAGAR

Arunachal Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Chowna

Mein said hydropower
projects with a combined
installed capacity of 12,500
MW in the state will
commence operations in the
next two years, according to
a statement issued on
Wednesday. 
The projects will be taken up
by CPSUs, including NHPC,
NEEPCO, THDC and SJVN,
he said during the Solung
festival celebrations at Roing
in Lower Dibang Valley
district on Tuesday, it said.
Five such projects will
commence next year, while
three each will be taken up in
2026 and 2027, Mein was
quoted as saying in the
official communiqué.

"These will meet the power
needs of the state as well as
the nation and will foster
rapid economic development
in the state," the deputy chief
minister said, adding that
large dams would also bring
multiple benefits to the state
as they are all multipurpose
projects.
"We will not only harness
power from these projects

but also regulate water flow
downstream and harness
water for irrigation purposes
and fisheries," he said.
These projects will boost
tourism and employment
generation in the state.
Mein said the state would
generate income to the tune
of Rs 1,836 crore annually as
equity shares from the
projects.

The revenue accrued from
the hydropower projects in
the state will benefit the
young generations, he said.
The deputy chief minister
claimed that the government
is also committed to develop
small hydro projects in
border villages of the state.
"These hydro projects will
benefit remote villages,
defence personnel and
military set-up stationed in
far-flung areas," he said.
Mein also highlighted the
state government's
initiatives to boost economic
activities, including
advancements in the
tourism sector through the
construction of the 218-
kilometre Assam-Arunachal
railway line passing through
the sacred pilgrimage site of
Parsuram Kund.

APSEZ to develop multipurpose berth at Kandla Port
PTI n NEW DELHI

Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone (APSEZ)

on Wednesday said it has
signed a concession
agreement with DPA to
develop Berth No 13 at
Deendayal Port, Kandla,
Gujarat.
APSEZ has incorporated a
wholly-owned subsidiary,
DPA Container and Clean
Cargo Terminal Limited
(DPACCCTL) that will carry
out operations at the berth it
said in a statement.
Berth will handle
multipurpose cargo and is
expected to be commissioned
in FY27.
In July 2024, APSEZ had
received the LOI for the
development, operation and
maintenance of the berth for
a 30-year concession period.
According to the statement,
APSEZ will develop the berth
under DBFOT (Design,

Build, Finance, Operate, and
Transfer) model for
multipurpose clean cargo,
including container cargo.
Berth No. 13 is 300 metres
long and offers 5.7 MMT
capacity annually. 
It is likely to be
commissioned in FY27.
APSEZ CEO and whole-time
director Ashwani Gupta said,

"Berth No. 13 will diversify
our presence at Deendayal
Port. We will now handle
multipurpose clean cargo at
the port, in addition to dry
bulk cargo that we already
handle.
"The statement said the berth
will further consolidate the
company's position on the
western coast and enhance its

ability to service customers
in Gujarat and north India. 
APSEZ, a part of the
globally diversified Adani
Group, is the largest port
developer and operator in
India with 7 strategically
located ports and terminals
on the west coast and 8
ports and terminals on the
east coast.

ABHI SINGHAL n NEW DELHI

Apple on Monday has
launched their new

iPhone 16 series in India and
markets globally. For the first
time the prices of the new
iphone have been cheaper by
Rs 15,000 for the pro models
(pro and pro-max) due to
their manufacturing in India.
The Union Budget cutting of
the customs duty on
smartphones by 5% has also
been a factor for the cheaper
price of the imported models.
Apart Apple has also cut
down the prices of their non-
Pro models of iPhone15.
In India, the iPhone 16, the
entry level iPhone is priced at
Rs 79,900 and the iPhone 16
Plus is available at Rs 89,900.
Following these, the iPhone
16 Pro comes with a starting
price tag of Rs 1,19,900 and
the iPhone 16 Pro Max, will
cost Rs 1,44,900 in the Indian

market.
The 16 series of the iPhone
will be the first series to have
artificial intelligence as their
game changer. With that
Apple has introduced the new
camera "shutter button"
which is the addition of the
Action button (previously
exclusive to the Pro). The
iPhone 16 and its Plus model
are powered with Apple's
latest A18 chipset, which uses
second-generation 3nm
technology. The A18 chip
comes with a 6-core CPU,
featuring 2 performance cores
and 4 efficiency cores. 
Apple has also cut down the
prices of their non-Pro
iPhone15 models by Rs
10,000 in comparison with
iPhone16 with higher storage.
The 15 series of the iPhones
are short of the advanced
features like Apple
intelligence AI and the newly
launched shutter button.

The iPhone 16 will still be
cheaper in the US like before.
The new iPhones are priced at
$799 (around Rs 67,000) with
a starting price tag, whereas
the iPhone 16 Plus is priced at
$899 (around Rs 75,500). The
iPhone 16 Pro price starts at
$999 (around Rs 83,870) for
128GB, and $1199 (around Rs
1 lakh) for iPhone 16 Pro Max

for 256GB.
The pre-order for the iPhone
16 series starts on September
13, at 5:30PM in India. 
The first sale will take place
on September 20. 
The new iPhone has been
launched in four models
iPhone 16, iPhone 16 plus,
iPhone 16 pro, iPhone 16 pro-
max. 

Apple drops prices in India with the launch of 16 series Honda collaborates with IITs on AI technologies
PTI n NEW DELHI

Japanese auto major Honda
on Wednesday said it has

started joint research on AI
technologies with IIT Delhi
and IIT Bombay with plans to
develop driver assistance and
automated driving
technologies applicable in
various regions of the world,
including India.
The joint research is aimed to
further advance Honda CI
(Cooperative Intelligence)--
the original Honda AI that
enables mutual
understanding between
machines and people, the
company said in a statement.
Honda Cars India Ltd
(HCIL), a Honda subsidiary
in India, will sign a joint
research contract with the
two IITs.

"The IITs are a home to a
large number of excellent
researchers and engineers,

and through the joint
research with those institutes,
Honda will strive to advance
the underlying technologies
of CI, with an eye toward the
future applications for
technologies that reduce
traffic collisions and enable
automated driving," it said.
With an aim to achieve
further advancement of CI,
Honda and IITs have set joint
research themes such as
recognition of the
surrounding environment
and cultivation of cooperative
behaviour, and will conduct
research and development
while utilising the cutting-
edge AI technologies, it
added.
Under the partnership, for
each research theme, Honda
associates and IIT professors
will engage with IIT students
for planning, designing,
developing and testing
technologies which work

beyond the confines of the
laboratory and thereby
proceed with the research and
development more flexibly
and with a high degree of
freedom, Honda said.
"This will enable Honda and
IITs to work in a more flexible
environment with deeper
exchange of academic and
industry insights," it added.

In addition, as part of this
research, Honda with the help

of IITs is aiming to conduct
verification of driving
assistance and automated
driving technologies in the
suburbs of Delhi and in
Mumbai.Due to numerous
variations in the road systems
and a large number of road
users, India has a complex
traffic environment where
situations that occur
frequently are difficult for AI
to predict.

Arunachal to add 12,500 MW of hydropower
capacity in two years says Deputy CM
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Young striker Raj Kumar Pal
struck a hat-trick as title-
holders India sealed a semifinal

spot after thrashing Malaysia 8-1 for
their third consecutive win in the
Hero Asian Champions Trophy, here
on Wednesday.
Apart from Raj Kumar (3rd, 25th and
33rd minute), Araijeet Singh Hundal
(6th and 39th minute), Jugraj Singh
(7th minute), skipper Harmanpreet
Singh (22nd minute), and Uttam
Singh (40th minute) sounded the
board for India.
For Malaysia, Akhimullah Anuar
(34th minute) managed the solitary
strike.
India are currently on top of the
standings with nine points from three
wins.
The six-team tournament is being
played in a round-robin format and
the top four will advance to the
semifinals on September 16 followed
by the final on September 17.
India had earlier defeated hosts China
3-0 in their tournament-opener
before getting the better of Japan 5-1.
Paris Olympics bronze-medallists
India will next take on Korea on
Thursday before finishing their
league engagements against arch-
rivals Pakistan on Saturday.

Against Malaysia, the odds were
against India going by recent results.
The last match between these two
sides was the final of the 2023 Asian
Champions Trophy where India were
trailing 1-3 at half-time.
In that game, the Indians came
roaring back to eventually register a 4-
3 win to claim the title.

The Indian strikers continued their
fine form in the tournament and
scored five field goals and three
penalty corners, converted by Jugraj,
Harmanpreet and Uttam.
Against Malaysia, the Indians started
on the front foot with relentless
attacks in the first quarter.
And Raj Kumar didn’t take long to

hand India the lead, scoring a solo
goal displaying incredible stickwork,
thereby making a mockery of the
Malaysian back-line.
Three minutes later, Araijeet doubled
India’s lead by finding the corner of
the Malaysian post.
A minute later, Jugraj extended the
lead with a perfect penalty corner

conversion with a powerful drag-
flick. The team headed into the first
quarter with a dominant 3-0 lead.
Down by three goals, Malaysia started
on an aggressive note in the second
quarter and soon earned a penalty
corner but the Indian defence stood
tall.
India secured back-to-back penalty
corners in the 22nd minute and
Harmanpreet, one of world’s the best
drag-flickers, buried the ball into the
Malaysian goal with a vintage flick to
extend the lead.
Minutes later, Raj Kumar scored his
second goal after being set up by
Araijeet and Uttam as India went into
half-time with a commanding 5-0
lead.
Three minutes after the change of
ends, Raj Kumar scored his first hat-
trick at the senior level from a
rebound after vice-captain Vivek
Sagar Prasad’s initial strike was saved
by the Malaysian goalkeeper.
Malaysia managed to pull a goal back
soon through Anaur.
But there was no stopping India as
Araijeet scored a field goal, tapping in
Nilkanta Sharma’s pass and then a
minute later, Uttam scored from a
rebound from a penalty corner.
In the first match of the day, Pakistan
beat Japan 2-1 to improve their
chances of reaching the semifinals.

support.
“Received this heart-warming letter
from @narendramodi Sir on my
retirement. Hockey is my life and I’ll
continue to serve the game and
work towards making India a power
in hockey, the start of which has
been made with the 2020, 2024
Olympic medals. Thank You PM Sir
for your faith in me,” Sreejesh wrote
in X sharing PM Modi’s letter.
On Sreejesh’s illustrious career,
Modi recalled the goalkeeper’s
heroics in the triumphant Asian
Games campaign in 2014. Modi also
talked about Sreejesh playing an
instrumental role in India’s
quarterfinal finish in Rio Olympics
and the bronze wins in Tokyo and
Paris.
“There are countless such memories

that one can recall and one letter
would never be sufficient!
The Prime Minister also hailed
Sreejesh’s humility.
“Various awards, national and
international medals that came your
way reflect the heights you have
achieved. But what has always stood
out about you, Sreejesh, is your
humility and grace, both on and off
the field,” Modi wrote.
“I am confident that your passion,
dedication and commitment will
help nurture the next generation of
world-beaters.
“I want to thank you for your tireless
dedication, your remarkable career
and for being a source of immense
pride for India. Thanks for all the
lovely memories and all the best for
the future,” he added.
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Retired Indian hockey star P R
Sreejesh has shared a letter that

he received from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recently in which
the leader has lauded the former
goalkeeper for his service to the
game and expressed confidence in
his ability to be “impactful” as the
new national junior coach.
Sreejesh called time on his
illustrious 15-year career after
India’s bronze-winning Paris
Olympic campaign, which was the
his and the team’s second successive
Games medal after the bronze in
Tokyo.
Known as ‘The Wall’ for his
impeccable skills in front of the
goalpost, Sreejesh was instrumental

in guiding the team through
remarkable successes, including two
Asian Games gold medals, and two
Champions Trophy silver medals.
Following his retirement, Hockey
India appointed Sreejesh as the head
coach of the junior men’s team and
he vowed to make India a
“powerhouse in hockey”.
Confident of Sreejesh’s impact as
junior team coach, PM Modi wrote:
“I am sure your work in the new role
will be as impactful and
inspirational.”
“As you call it a day on your playing
career, I wish to convey my heartfelt
appreciation for your monumental
contributions to Indian hockey,”
Modi wrote in the letter dated
August 16.
Sreejesh thanked Modi for his
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James Rodríguez scored from
the penalty spot and had an

assist to help Colombia edge
defending champion
Argentina 2-1 on Tuesday in a
South American World Cup
qualifier.
The Argentina attack missed
Lionel Messi, who was
sidelined because of injury for
the between the teams since
the Copa America final.
Yerson Mosquera opened the
scoring in the 25th minute but
Argentina equalized in the
48th when Nico Gonzalez
capitalized on a defensive
blunder from the Colombians.
Rodríguez’ 60th-minute
penalty, which was awarded
after a video review, secured
the win at the Metropolitano
Stadium. 
“It is a great win against an
Argentina team that has won it
all,” Rodríguez said. “The
weather was tough, it was so
hot, but we had an excellent
match. It is a fair win.”
World Cup champion
Argentina lifted the Copa
America trophy after a 1-0
overtime victory over
Colombia in July.
Colombia, which hadn’t
triumphed over Argentina
since 2019, is still unbeaten in
South American World Cup
qualifying.
Also on Tuesday, Bolivia upset
Chile 2-1 at Santiago; Ecuador
beat Peru 1-0, and Venezuela
drew 0-0 with Uruguay.
Paraguay vs. Brazil were still to

play.
Argentina leads the round-
robin competition with 18
points after eight matches, two
points clear of Colombia.
Uruguay is in third position
with 15 points, followed by
Ecuador with 14. 
The top six teams in South
American qualifying will get
automatic spots at the 2026
World Cup.
Colombia once again had the
33-year-old Rodríguez to
thank after he gave a perfect
cross for Mosquera to nod in
and opening the scoring. That
equalized Carlos Valderrama’s
record of 11 assists in South
American World Cup
qualifying.
A mistake by Rodríguez
allowed Argentina to equalize,
with Nico González stealing
the ball from him and shooting
past goalkeeper Camilo
Vargas. 
But Rodríguez made amends
when he beat Dibu Martínez, a
prolific penalty stopper, and
equalized Falcao García’s mark
of 13 goals in World Cup
qualifying.
Argentina’s strikers Lautaro
Martínez and Julián Álvarez
failed to offer as much danger
as they do when veteran Messi
is there to create opportunities
for them.
Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni said the heat had an
impact on the match.
“The heat is the same for both,
but it is evident that there were
not good conditions for us to
see a spectacle,” the coach said.
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Field hockey player Tom Craig
has been suspended for 12

months by the sport’s Australian
governing body for attempting
to purchase cocaine at the Paris
Olympics.
Craig was arrested but released
without charge after trying to
purchase the drug in Paris on
Aug. 7 during a night out after
his Olympic campaign ended. 
He faced Australian media in
Paris after French prosecutors
issued a statement confirming
the now 29-year-old Olympian
- a silver medalist at Tokyo three
years ago - was given a criminal
warning and released after
spending a night in custody.

“Following an investigation into
the arrest involving national
men’s hockey team athlete Tom
Craig at the 2024 Olympic
Games in Paris, Hockey
Australia’s Integrity Unit has
imposed a 12-month suspen-
sion,” the Hockey Australia
statement said Wednesday.
“Six months of this suspension
will be served fully, with the
remaining six months fully sus-
pended, contingent upon meet-
ing conduct and behavioral
requirements.” 
Hockey Australia said Craig
would remain eligible for selec-
tion to the 2025 national men’s
squad which is expected to be
announced at the end of this
year.
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Christian Pulisic stared in
frustration after the final

whistle and made clear how
much work Mauricio
Pochettino has ahead.
An 89th-minute defensive
mix-up had dropped the
United States into a 1-1 tie
with New Zealand in a friendly
on Tuesday night, a match that
kicked off 30 minutes after the
U.S. Soccer Federation
announced it hired Pochettino
to coach the Americans
through the 2026 World Cup.
“It’s time to turn the page and
we really have to pick it up a
level,” Pulisic said. “Everyone
is part of this and it feels pretty
low right now, but I know

there’s better times ahead.”
Mikey Varas led the team for
the second game as interim
coach following the firing of
Gregg Berhalter, let go after
the Americans’ first-round
elimination in the Copa
America. The U.S. Was
coming off Saturday’s 2-1
defeat to Canada, the
Americans’ first to the
Canadians on home soil since
1957.
Pulisic put the U.S. Ahead in
the 69th minute, 12 minutes
after entering, and with 31
international goals moved past
Brian McBride for fifth on the
U.S. Career list. But sloppiness
by Caleb Wiley and Mark
McKenzie led to Ben Waine’s
89th-minute goal.

Before a crowd of 15,711 in
26,000-capacity TQL Stadium,
the U.S. Stretched its winless
streaks to four games overall
and four consecutive home
games for the first time since a
seven-game stretch in 2010-
11.
Pochettino arrives in the U.S.
On Wednesday and takes over
ahead of exhibitions on Oct.
12 against Panama at Austin,
Texas, and at Mexico three
days later.
“Everybody is excited for this
next chapter. He brings
tremendous quality,” Varas
said. “I’m proud that we
moved the program forward a
little bit. And Mauricio
coming, now it’s going to be
accelerated, and I think really

good things are ahead of us.”
Pulisic scored following an 11-
pass buildup that included
Chris Richards, McKenzie,
Aidan Morris, Marlon Fossey,
Luca de la Torre, Ricardo Pepi
and Folarin Balogun. After
Pepi played the ball to him,
Pulisic took touches with his
left foot and his right, then slid
an angled left-foot shot under
defender Bill Tuiloma and past
goalkeeper Max Crocombe.
New Zealand’s goal followed
Nando Pijnaker playing a long
pass more than half the length
of the field. The ball bounced
off a foot of Logan Rogerson,
and Wiley tried a headed
clearance but instead centered
the ball in front of McKenzie. 
McKenzie swung his left leg in

another attempt to clear, and
the ball ricocheted off Waine
and over goalkeeper Matt
Turner, who was about 8 yards
off his line.
Turner, playing his first match
in 10 weeks, put hands on hips
and slapped them on his side.
Pulisic glared when the final
whistle blew after almost 10
minutes of stoppage time.
Pepi, among six changes in the
U.S. Lineup, appeared to put
the U.S. Ahead in the 19th
minute off a toe-poke feed
from Fossey, a right back who
made his national team debut
one day after his 26th
birthduay. But Pepi shoved
defender Liberato Cacace just
before the shot and Honduran
referee Selvin Brown

disallowed the goal after
consulting with an assistant. 
No MLS players started for the
seventh time in eight matches.
Just eight of 209 starting
positions have been been filled
with MLS players in the 19
games the full pool has been
available since the 2022 World
Cup.
Pulisic anticipates Pochettino
to institute change.
“Hopefully a culture that is
willing to fight, that is willing
to take risks,” he said. “There’s
a lot of things that need to
change, just the mentality and
the culture of the group. I
think we have the quality but I
know hopefully that’s the first
thing that he is going to want
to change.
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Germany beat Slovakia 3-0
despite the absence of No.

2-ranked Alexander Zverev,
and 2023 runner-up Australia
came out on top in its duel
with France on Tuesday as the
group stage of the Davis Cup
Finals kicked off.
Four groups play across four
cities this week to qualify for
the Final 8 knockout stage to
be held in Malaga, Spain, in
November. The top two in
each four-team group will
advance.
Germany and Slovakia were
the first teams in action on
Tuesday playing in China in
Group C, which also includes
the United States. The U.S.
Plays Chile on Wednesday.
Germany sent out Maximilian
Marterer in the first singles
match and the 104th-ranked
player won 6-4, 7-5 against
Lukas Klein. Yannick
Hanfmann then saved a
match point and rallied from
a set down to win 3-6, 6-3, 7-6
(3) against Jozef Kovalik in the
second singles match.
U.S. Open doubles finalists
Tim Pütz and Kevin Krawietz
completed the German win by
claiming a 7-5, 6-3 against win
over Klein and Igor Zelenay.
After finishing runner-up the
past two years, Australia is

again among the favorites and
beat France 2-1 in Group B in
the Spanish town of Valencia.
Thanasi Kokkinakis gave
Australia a 1-0 lead with a 7-6
(4), 7-6 (3) win over No. 25-
ranked Arthur Fils.
Kokkinakis, ranked 78th,
fought back from a 4-2 deficit
in the second set to record a
first top-30 win in the team
competition.
“Arthur is a great player, he’s
going to be leading the French
team for a while, so I knew it
was a tough challenge,”
Kokkinakis said. “I just tried
to hang in there and I think I
played steady on the big
moments. There wasn’t much
in it.”
Frenchmen Pierre-Hugues
Herbert and Edouard Roger-
Vasselin saved a match point
then took the second set of the
decisive doubles match but
ultimately lost to Matthew

Ebden and Max Purcell 7-5, 5-
7, 6-3. Purcell and fellow
Australian Jordan Thompson
won the men’s doubles title at
the U.S. Open last weekend.
Among the big names
competing this week are
Carlos Alcaraz of Spain and
British player Jack Draper,
who made it to the U.S. Open
semifinals last week.
Italy beat Australia for the
2023 title.
Playing in Group D, Denis
Shapovalov converted all four
break points to defeat
Francisco Cerundolo 7-5, 6-3
and give Canada an early lead.
Felix Auger-Aliassime then
beat Sebastian Baez 6-3, 6-3 to
clinch Canada’s victory. It
ended 2-1 after Maximo
Gonzalez and Andres Molteni
came from behind to beat
Shapovalov and Vasek
Pospisil 2-6, 6-3, 6-2 in
doubles.
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The 31st edition of the Smt.
Krishna Khaitan

Memorial All India
Badminton Tournament, a
premier competition for the
country’s junior shuttlers, will
start here on Thursday with a
prize purse of Rs four lakh at
stake.
The tournament, which is
organised by the Express
Shuttle Club Trust in
association with the Haryana
Badminton Association, will
be held at the Tau Devi Lal
Multipurpose Indoor
Stadium, here.
Sports goods brand Yonex
Sunrise has also tied up with
the host body for the conduct
of the event, taking forward an
association that goes back to
more than two decades.

The qualifying rounds will be
held from September 12 to 15
followed by main draw
matches from September 16 to
19. Players born on or before
Jaunary1, 2006 are eligible to
participate and over 1,000 are
expected to enter their names
in the competition.
Viveck Goenka, Chairman of
The Indian Express group, is
the sponsor of the
tournament, which he started
in 1991 in memory of his
mother Krishna Khaitan.
“We are also grateful to Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma,
President, Badminton
Association of India, for
sanctioning prize money of Rs
4,00,000/- for this
tournament,” the organisers
stated in a press release. 
The event has been a stepping
stone for India’s shuttlers with

prominent past winners being
Olympic medal-winning
superstars Saina Nehwal and
PV Sindhu, Kidambi Srikanth,
HS Prannoy, Lakshya Sen and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy.
While London Games bronze-
medallist Saina won the event
in 2005, Sindhu, who has two
Olympic medals to her credit,
claimed this title back in 2010. 
“We are certain that many
more champions will emerge
from this edition of the
tournament,” stated the
release from the tournament
organisers.
Last year’s winner in the
women’s competition was
Anmol Kharb, who made
quite a splash earlier this year
with her gutsy performances
in India’s gold-winning run at
Asian Team Championships
in Malaysia.
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The 2023 ODI World Cup in
India created an “economic
impact” of USD 1.39 billion

with tourism among the biggest
beneficiaries, according to a report
released by the International Cricket
Council (ICC) on Wednesday.
The Economic Impact Assessment
conducted by Nielsen for the ICC,
claimed that the mega-event held in
October-November last year was the
biggest ever ODI World Cup.
“The ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup
2023 has demonstrated the
significant economic power of
cricket, generating economic benefit
of USD 1.39 billion (Rs 11,637
crore) for India,” ICC Chief
Executive, Geoff Allardice said in a
statement. Australia ended India’s
unbeaten run in the tournament to
win the trophy for a record-
extending sixth time.
“The impact of tourism across the
host cities amounted to USD 861.4
million of revenue generation,
through accommodation, travel,
transportation and food and
beverage because of a massive influx
of domestic and foreign tourists
attending the matches,” read an ICC
statement.
“The secondary and incremental
spends within the economy was a
key driver, generating USD 515.7
million, which was approximately
37 per cent of the total impact.”
However, the ICC did not specify

whether the massive figure cited in
the report is actual revenue. 
A record-breaking 1.25 million
spectators attended the mega event,
of which nearly 75 per cent were
attending an ICC 50-over match for
the first time ever, the report
claimed.
“Nearly 55 per cent of the
international respondents had
previously visited India regularly,
whilst an injection of new visitors
thanks to the World Cup saw 19% of
international attendees making their
first ever visit to the country.
“International travellers visited
multiple tourist destinations during
their stay which amounted to an
economic impact of USD281.2
million and nearly 68 per cent of
international attendees said that
they would recommend India as a
tourist destination to friends and
family in the future further
enhancing India’s global image,”
read the statement from the
governing body.
Over 48,000 full and part time jobs
were created by the event through
direct involvement in delivering the
tournament, as well as other
organisations across the hospitality
sector, added the report.
“The event created thousands of
jobs and showcased India as a
premier tourist destination, proving
that ICC events not only engage fans
passionately but also contribute
significantly to the economies of our
host nations,” Allardice said.
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Fringe players like Rinku
Singh along with some

seasoned names who have
been ignored by the national
selectors will be aiming to
attract their attention when
round two of Duleep Trophy
begins here on Thursday.
The star power in the season-
opening red-ball event will be
reduced significantly for
round two with India squad
players released for a national
camp ahead of the first Test
against Bangladesh in
Chennai from September 19.
Sarfaraz Khan is the lone
India squad member who will
be featuring in the domestic
competition.
In the absence of national

regulars, the focus will shift
on the likes of Rinku, who
was surprisingly not picked
for the first round despite
having an impressive first-
class record. The spirited
southpaw has also done well
for India in T20 cricket.
Shubman Gill joining the
national team has led to
Mayank Agarwal captaining
the India A unit. Having
played his last Test in March
2022, Agarwal needs a bagful
of runs to get back into
national reckoning.
Pacer Prasidh Krishna, who
missed the Duleep Trophy
opener having not fully
completed his rehab for a left
quadriceps tendon, has been
named in the India A squad.
With the Australia tour on the

horizon, the performance of
the lanky pacer will be keenly
observed.
In the India B squad, captain
Abhimanyu Easwaran will
need to lead from the front
following a forgettable outing
in Bengaluru last week.
Sarfaraz, who made a
successful Test debut against
England earlier this year, was
upstaged by his brother
Musheer in the opening
game, the latter’s 181 taking
India B to a fine win over
India A.
The elder brother will be
eyeing a big knock before
joining the national team in
Chennai.
Washington Sundar also
features in the India B squad
and his all-round abilities

keep him in the mix for all
formats. Pacer Mukesh
Kumar, who was pipped by
Akash Deep for the first Test,

will have a point to prove.
India C openers Sai
Sudharsan and Ruturaj
Gaikwad will be looking to

pile on the runs to make a
case for the reserve opener’s
role in the India setup.
Left-arm spinner Manav
Suthar will be aiming to build
on his match-winning
performance against India D.
Rajat Patidar, dropped from
the Indian team following a
disastrous debut series against
England, will need to show
the hunger for red-ball runs.
Shreyas Iyer, captain of India
D, is another player who has
been sidelined from the Test
squad and only a mountain of
runs can bring him back into
the national reckoning.
The same goes for Devdutt
Padikkal and Sanju Samson,
who was a notable name
missing from India D’s
playing eleven against India

C.
Left-arm pacer Arshdeep
Singh too needs to do a lot
more to enhance his red-ball
credentials.

SQUADS:
India A squad: Mayank
Agarwal (C), Riyan Parag,
Tilak Varma, Shivam Dube,
Tanush Kotian, Prasidh
Krishna, Khaleel Ahmed,
Avesh Khan, Kumar
Kushagra, Shaswat Rawat,
Pratham Singh, Akshay
Wadkar, SK Rasheed, Shams
Mulani, Aaqib Khan.
India B squad: Abhimanyu
Easwaran (C), Sarfaraz Khan,
Musheer Khan, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Washington Sundar,
Navdeep Saini, Mukesh
Kumar, Rahul Chahar, R Sai
Kishore, Mohit Awasthi, N

Jagadeesan (WK), Suyash
Prabhudessai, Rinku Singh,
Himanshu Mantri (WK).
India C: Ruturaj Gaikwad
(C), Sai Sudharsan, Rajat
Patidar, Abishek Porel (WK),
B Indrajith, Hrithik Shokeen,
Manav Suthar, Gaurav Yadav,
Vyshak Vijaykumar, Anshul
Khamboj, Himanshu
Chauhan, Mayank Markande,
Aryan Juyal (WK), Sandeep
Warrier
India D squad: Shreyas lyer
(C), Atharva Taide, Yash
Dubey, Devdutt Padikkal,
Ricky Bhui, Saransh Jain,
Arshdeep Singh, Aditya
Thakare, Harshit Rana, Akash
Sengupta, KS Bharat (WK),
Saurabh Kumar, Sanju
Samson (WK), Nishant
Sindhu, Vidwath Kaverappa.
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Veteran Australian spinner
Nathan Lyon has

identified Rohit Sharma,
Virat Kohli, and Rishabh Pant
as the three “big ones” to
watch out for in the upcoming
Border-Gavaskar Trophy Test
series.
The five-Test series between
India and Australia gets
underway Down Under from
November 22, part of the
World Test Championship.
Besides the big ones, Lyon has
also warned that the visitors
have an ‘amazing line-up’,
making things massively
challenging for the hosts.
“Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli,
and Rishabh Pant are probably
going to be the three really big
ones. But then, you’ve still got
(Yashasvi) Jaiswal, Shubman
Gill, (Ravindra) Jadeja, and
who else will come out-
another five, I’m not sure,” he
told Star Sports. 
However, Lyon was confident
that if the Australians

delivered as a bowling unit
over an extended period, it
would be beneficial for them.
“But, it’s a pretty amazing line-
up they’ve got, so it’s going to
be a massive challenge. As I
said, if we, as a bowling group,
are good enough for long
periods, hopefully, we can
challenge their defence,” he
added.
The Aussies have failed to win
the title since their last series
victory in 2014-15 at home.
The Indians have won the title
on four consecutive instances
since then, winning twice
each at home and away, a
record for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy.
Besides, they also became the
only Asian team to win a Test
series in Australia, and also
winning it on multiple
occasions.
Overall, India is the most
successful side when it comes
to the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, winning it on 10
instances, along with a
retention.
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He was Bangladesh’s
batting star during their

historic 2-0 away Test series
win in Pakistan but Litton
Das believes that facing the
red ‘SG Test’ in India would
present an entirely different
and more difficult test for the
team.
Litton, who scored 56 and 138
in the two Tests, along with
skipper Najmul Hossain
Shanto, Mominul Haque,
Mushfiqur Rahim, Shakib Al
Hasan and young Shadman
Islam will once again form the
core of the Bangladesh batting
line-up during the Test series
starting September 19 in
Chennai.
In Pakistan, Test matches are
played with Kookaburra balls,
which is also used at home by
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, New
Zealand, South Africa.
Stitches of the Kookaburra
balls aren’t as thick and
pronounced as the Indian
manufactured ‘SG Test’, which
can aid reverse swing.
“The ball will be a different
one in India,” Litton was

quoted as saying by ESPN
Cricinfo.
“It is a little harder to play
against the SG ball. The
Kookaburra ball is easier to
play when it gets old. It is the
opposite with the SG ball. It is
harder to get away against the
old ball when it’s the SG.” 
The right-handed keeper-
batter’s 138 after Bangladesh
were reduced to 26 for 6 in the

second Test is considered as
one of the finest knocks under
pressure but Litton doesn’t
want to rest on past laurels.
“We played good cricket
against Pakistan but it is
already in the past,” Litton
said.
“It is important for us to look
forward. We will need your
(media’s) help. It would be
helpful if you don’t talk about

the Pakistan series. As a
player, it is already in the past
for me,” he said.
For Litton, Bangladesh’s
improvement in traditional
format has been gradual and
inspiring.
“It is inspiring that people will
know you if you do well,” he
said. “There’s nothing better
than that. I don’t think it is
pressure. We are improving in

Tests, so we have to become
more consistent in the format.
That’s the main challenge.”
Having played 223
international games across
three formats for the ‘Tigers’
in past nine years has given
him enough experience to
tackle various situations.
“I have to take responsibility
now,” he said. “It is the right
time. I have been playing for
ten years, so there has been
some experience. I try to
score off deliveries that I
believe are there to hit.
Scoring runs is more
important these days. I think
I bat in the same way that
most batters approach the
game.”
Batting with lower-order is
another expertise that he has
acquired in recent years.
“I usually get to bat with
(Mehidy Hasan) Miraz.
Sometimes I bat with Shakib
bhai (Shakib Al Hasan) or
Mushfiq bhai (Mushfiqur
Rahim). If I don’t play my
shots, the team score won’t go
anywhere. I want to play like
this. I try to play the way I bat
in training,” he said.
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Punjab FC, the only representative
from north India in the top-tier

Indian Super League, on Wednesday
announced their 26-member squad
for the upcoming season.
The team’s home, away and third kits
were also unveiled at an event here. 
The Shers will start their ISL
campaign against Kerala Blasters on
September 15 in Kochi and will play
their first home game on September
20 at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in
New Delhi. Head coach Panagiotis
Dilmperis has picked a squad that has
a balance of youth and experience. 
Luka Majcen, Mushaga Bakenga,
Ezequiel Vidal, Ivan Novoselec, Asmir

Suljic and Filip Mrzljak are the foreign
signings of the squad. 
The new Indian signings include Vinit
Rai, Ninthoinganba Meetei, Muheet
Shabir, Nihal Sudeesh (on loan) and

Likmabam Rakesh Singh (on loan). 
Mohammed Suhail F. And Shami
Singamayum from the academy have
been promoted to the senior side,
joining Tekcham Abhishek Singh,

Manglenthang Kipgen and Ayush
Deshwal.
Dilmperis said, “We have named a
squad that can challenge for the top
spots in the league this season. The
foreign signings have plenty of
experience and we have an exciting
pool of Indian players. 
“We have also maintained the core of
our Indian players from last season.
Our pre-season has been good, and
we hope we start our season well and
perform to our best capacity.” 
Dilmperis will have Konstantinos
Katsaras and Sankarlal Chakraborty
as his deputies along with
Papaioannou Ioannis as the strength
and conditioning coach and Manish
Timsina as the goalkeeping coach.
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Indian Grandmaster Arjun
Erigaisi hopes the Global

Chess League will have a
transformative effect on the
sport similar to the
revolutionary impact IPL had
on cricket.
The GCL is the world’s first
and largest official franchise
league of its kind, with chess
players from all over the
world competing in a unique
joint team format
“It’s definitely a great thing
that we now have Global
Chess League in the chess
circuit. I really hope it makes
a big impact in the chess
world like IPL did to cricket,”
The 21-year-old chess
prodigy from Warangal has
been creating waves this year.
He ascended to World No.4 in
the FIDE world ratings in
June this year after beating
France’s Loic Travadon in the
French Team Chess
Championship 2024.
Having watched the 2013
World Championship match
between the legendary
Viswanathan Anand and
Magnus Carlsen, Erigaisi is
delighted to get a chance to be
on the same as the two
veterans.
“Last year, I was on the same
team as Magnus Carlsen, and
now I am on the same team as
Vishy Anand, sir. I remember
following the 2013 World
Championship Match as a
fan, and after 10-11 years, I
got the chance to be in the
same team as them. It’s a big
delight,” said Erigaisi.
The second season of GCL
begins in London on October
3.
“There are a limited number
of team chess tournaments,
but I love it whenever I get a
chance to participate in a
team event. 

2023 ODI World Cup in India generated economic impact of USD 1.39 billion: ICC

���

�$��	�)�/�����������#���.�
���4��	�������������������

>�����
���	��
����
���
$�����	!
�����
��
��
���		!
���
�����
1!��
�����
��
#�����J�������
+��$�!

Hope GCL makes big
impact on chess like
IPL did on cricket:
Arjun Erigaisi
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