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The Centre on Friday
renamed Port Blair as

Sri Vijaya Puram. Port
Blair is the Capital city of
the Union Territory of
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.
Home Minister Amit
Shah announced the
renaming and said the
decision has been taken
to free the nation from
the colonial imprints as
the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands have an
“unparalleled place” in
the country’s freedom
struggle and history.
Shah said while the
earlier name had a
colonial legacy, Sri Vijaya
Puram symbolises the
victory achieved in India’s
freedom struggle and the
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands’ unique role in it.
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A35-year-old gym owner
was shot dead on

Thursday night by two bike-
borne assailants at the posh
neighbourhood of south
Delhi’s Greater Kailash area in
a suspected case of gang war.
The victim has been
identified as Nadir Shah, who
was reportedly a member of
Rohit Chaudhary gang. He
had previous criminal cases
against him, including
charges of robbery and
attempted murder. He
recently opened a gym in
Greater Kailash Part 1 and
wanted to live a simple life,
according to sources.
The Delhi Police Special Cell
has arrested two persons in
connection with the incident
as police suspect
involvement of associates of
jailed gangsters Lawrence
Bishnoi and Hashim Baba in
the murder. “These two are
suspected to have provided
logistical support to the
shooters. They are being
further interrogated by a

team of Special Cell,” a senior
officer said.
The officer said that four
more people were detained
and questioned in
connection with the case but
the main shooter is still on
the run.
Shah also owned a business
in Dubai and is stated to be
known to some of the Delhi
police officials. Sources said
that at the time of the
incident, some officials from
the Delhi Police Special Cell,
an anti-terror unit, were also
present with Nadir inside the
gym at the time of the
incident. After the incident,
all were seen running out in
plain clothes.
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Ahead of Haryana
Assembly election, AAP
convenor and Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Friday walked out of Tihar
jail, hours after being granted
bail by the Supreme Court in
the corruption case by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), in connection with the
alleged excise policy scam. A
Bench of Justices Surya Kant
and Ujjal Bhuyan ordered
Kejriwal’s release on a personal
bail bond of Rs 10 lakh and two
sureties in the like amount.
Kerjiwal got bail after spending
six months in Tihar Jail.
The top court restrained
Kejriwal from visiting the Chief
Minister’s Office and Delhi
Secretariat. He shall also not
sign official files unless it is
required and necessaryfor
obtaining clearance / approval
of the Delhi Lieutenant
Governor.
It also restrained him from
commenting on his role in the
money-laundering case against
him and asked him not to
interact with witnesses and / or
have access to official files
connected with the case. With
bail conditions that do not give
him complete freedom to
perform his duties as Chief
Minister, including that he
cannot visit the Secretariat or
the CM Office therein or sign
any files other than those that
have to be cleared by the
Lieutenant Governor, officials
said that the AAP Government

may encounter some problems,
albeit small.
At the same time, both the
judges were unanimous in the
decision to grant bail to
Kejriwal considering the fact
that the chargesheet has been
filed in the case and that the
trial is unlikely to be completed
in the near future. The same
conditions imposed by the
coordinate bench while
granting interim bail in the ED

case will apply in this case too.
However, despite granting bail,

the Court held that the arrest of
Kejriwal by CBI was valid and
in compliance with relevant
procedural laws. While Justice
Surya Kant said Kejriwal’s
arrest by CBI does not suffer
from any procedural infirmity,
Justice Bhuyan, in a separate
judgment, raised questions on
the necessity and timing of the
arrest.

Justice Bhuyan said the arrest
raises more questions than it
seeks to answer. Justice Bhuyan
also expressed reservations
about the bail condition that
Kejriwal should not visit the
CM’s office or the Secretariat.
However, he chose not to pass
any direction in that regard
having regard to judicial
discipline and reverence for a
direction passed by a
coordinate bench.

“The Appellant has been granted
interim bail by this Court in the
ED matter on 10.05.2024 and
12.07.2024, arising from the
same set of facts. Additionally,
several co-accused in both the
CBI and ED matters have also
been granted bail by the Trial
Court, the High Court, and this
Court in separate proceedings,”
Justice Surya Kant said.
“In our considered view,
although the procedure for the
Appellant’s arrest meets the
requisite criteria for legality
and compliance, continued
incarceration for an extended
period pending trial would
infringe upon established legal
principles and the Appellant’s
right to liberty, traceable to
Article 21 of our Constitution.
The Appellant has been
granted interim bail by this
Court in the ED matter on
10.05.2024 and 12.07.2024,
arising from the same set of
facts. Additionally, several co-
accused in both the CBI and
ED matters have also been
granted bail by the Trial Court,
the High Court, and this Court
in separate proceedings,”
Justice Kant observed.
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan, in a
separate judgment, questioned
the CBI for arresting Kejriwal,
saying that such action by CBI
raises serious questions on the
timing of the arrest and such
an arrest by CBI only fractured
the bail granted in the ED case.
Justice Bhuyan noted that the
CBI did not arrest Kejriwal for
22 months and arrested
Kejriwal on the cusp of his
release in the ED case.
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The rain Gods have blessed
the National Capital

Region with abundant water
this year, but these blessings
come with the curse of traffic
chaos. From Gurugram to
Ghaziabad, Vasant Kunj to
Vaishali, Delhi is inundated
and office-goers and school-
children alike are struggling
to get to their destinations. 
If this was an isolated story of
the 2024 monsoons, it would
be understandable. No city in
the world is designed to
survive such heavy rainfall.
The private weather
forecaster, Skymet, told PTI
on September 10, that Delhi
had 913.1mm of rain these
monsoons, 56 percent higher
than normal. This is even
before the deluge of the past
48 hours is accounted for.
But this is a story of every
monsoon in Delhi for the
past quarter-century.
The sight of a submerged
vehicle under Minto Bridge
should now be enshrined as a
‘World Heritage Site’ by
UNESCO, because it has
become such an endemic
image. Not an enduring
image, an endemic image, an
enduring image happens
once and stays forever. This
image is now an annual sight,
sometimes twice to thrice
every season. And while it
must be noted that the
authorities, including the
Indian railways, the
custodians of the bridge have
made attempts to fix the
problems, it appears
unfixable. 
But this is the issue in Delhi,
we try to fix issues that we
may not be able to be fix
instead of working out
solutions to issues that can
be. Like repairing and
rehabilitating Delhi’s sewer
systems well before the
monsoons, before the storm
drains and sewers get clogged
with the first flush of the
rains. 
Or to repair the roads well
before the rains, instead of
them becoming off-road
obstacle courses and driving
people to buy large SUVs
instead of small cars — and
this applies to all the satellite
cities around Delhi as well,
especially Gurugram.
In fact, Gurugram, home to
large multinationals and
some of the richest real-
estate in India, where high-

rise apartments in exclusive
societies sell for over 25 crore
has such serious flooding,
that social media users
called some of these
apartments ‘River View’
homes as Golf Course Road
had knee-deep water. In
posh areas of Delhi as well,
multi-million dollar
basement apartments are
flooded thanks to poor
planning and a century-old
sewage system on its 
last legs. 
And then there are the
buses. Delhi residents can
sympathise with the fact that
every day multiple buses,
many of which are way past
their sell-by date break
down, often at awkward
angles and invariably at the
narrowest stretches of the
road and cause kilometres-
long traffic. 
Yes, heavy rains which lead
to bad traffic can happen,
yes, there can be
waterlogging. There can be
subsidence and road
blockages. But this does not
mean the entire monsoon
season is lost to such
occurrences. Good city-
planning, especially since
city-planners in Delhi ought
to know about the monsoons
by now after a couple of
millennia of the city being
established, we should
account for heavy rains.
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All six men who attacked two
army officers and allegedly

raped their woman friend near
Mhow in Madhya Pradesh have
been arrested, according to the
police on Friday. Rohit Girwal (23),
Sandeep Wariya (18) and Sachin
Makwana (25) were held during the
day from a forest patch near the site
of crime, officials said.
The trio were on the run and a
reward of Rs 10,000 each had been
announced for their arrests. Three
other accused, Anil Baror (27) and
Pawan Bansunia (23) and Ritesh
Bhabhar (25), were held on
Wednesday and Thursday. They
attacked near Jam Gate, a popular
tourist spot some 30 kilometres
from the Mhow military
cantonment, on the intervening
night of September 10 and 11, as per
police.
Located on the Vindhyachal ranges,
Jam Gate is surrounded by forests.
In the rainy season, this place is
frequented by tourists during the
day, but as the night falls, it gets
desolate. As per police, the army
officers, aged 23 and 24, undergoing
the Young Officers course at the
Infantry School in Mhow
cantonment town, had gone out for
a picnic with their two women
friends.
“The four were listening to loud
music. Hearing it in the deserted
area late at night, six accused
reached the spot and committed the
crime,” Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Hitika Vasal told reporters.
One of the attackers threatened the

victims with a pistol, while the
others were carrying sticks, Vasal
said.
The accused held one couple
hostage while assaulting them and
told the other couple that the
hostages would be released only if
they brought them Rs 10 lakh, she
said. Vasal said the police reached
the spot as soon as the incident was
reported, “but the accused fled on
seeing the headlight of the police
vehicle.”
A case was registered under sections
70 (gang rape), 310-2 (dacoity), 308-
2 (extortion) and 115-2 (voluntarily
causing hurt) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita and under sections of the
Arms Act. On the allegation of rape
mentioned in the FIR, the SP said
the victim is in a state of shock and
is not ready to give her statement. In
the meantime, the accused are being
questioned about the alleged rape,
Vasal added.
Another police official rubbished
speculation on social media that the
army personnel and the women had
come in contact through a dating
app.

Hindu groups demand demolition
of illegal portion of mosque in HP
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Hindu groups held a protest
march in Himachal

Pradesh’s Mandi on Friday
demanding the demolition of
an unauthorised portion of a
mosque in the town and tried
to force their way towards the
structure, forcing police to use
water cannons to control the
situation.
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu appealed to the

people of the State to maintain
peace and brotherhood. “I
have appealed to everyone to
maintain peace and make no
provocative statements. No
one is allowed to take the law
into their hands. We respect
everyone. The land of
Himachal respects all
religions,” Sukhu said after an
all-party meeting in Shimla.
Members of the Muslim
community had on Thursday
demolished a portion of the
mosque in Mandi, saying it

was a wall that was
encroaching on Government
land. The protests in Mandi
came just two days after
Shimla saw protesters
gathered on a call by Hindu
groups clash with security
personnel during a
demonstration to call for the
demolition of an illegal
portion of a mosque in the
Sanjauli area.
Protests by Hindu outfits
against the disputed structure
in the Sanjauli mosque kept
Shimla on the boil since last
week. But on Wednesday, the
protest took a violent turn
with people breaking
barricades and pelting stones
as police used water cannons
and batons to disperse them -
- something unheard of in the
cosmopolitan town.
About 10 people, including
police and women, were
injured in the Himachal
Pradesh capital and police
detained some protesters as
well, including Hindu Jagran
Manch secretary Kamal
Gautam.

SUPREME COURT RELEASES KEJRIWAL
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Traffic horror persists in
Delhi with heavy

downpour across different
parts of the national Capital
and adjoining areas of Noida,
Ghaziabad and Gurugram
on Friday along with severe
waterlogging, frequent
breakdown of buses,
potholes, unregulated traffic
and tree falling which irked
commuters as vehicles were
seen moving at a snail pace
on city’s road.
Delhi is deluged due to
incessant rains since last
night amid a complete
collapse of civic
infrastructure with
disruptions of movement
across the city. People
complained about not being
able to reach their work
places due to waterlogging
in different areas of the city
including Mehrauli-
Badarpur road, Mathura
road, Sangam Vihar,
Aurobindo Marg, Madhu
Vihar road, Delhi Gate,
Sainik Farms, India Gate,
Janpath Road, Kalindi Kunj,

Gazipur, Laxmi Nagar, MG
road, Connaught Place,
Safdarjung, Uttam Nagar,
and Dhaula Kuan.
Resident Welfare
Associations asked locals to
be cautious of the traffic
jams in the city including in
Sainik Farms. However, they
have proved to be no help to
the residents who are reeling
with nature’s fury, and
getting stuck in traffic for
hours.  
A commuter Atul Jain

expressed his displeasure
with the authorities and said,
“I have been stuck for more
than half an hour now since
Punjabi Bagh area is heavily
damaged due to bridge
construction and
waterlogging. What
frustrates me more is even
though this has been an
issue for days now, no
authority is getting it
repaired. Daily heavy traffic
is affected due to this
section.”
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Two dead, four injured after car
falls into gorge on Mussoorie Road

District cooperative bank should distribute
long and mid term loans: Sonika

Acar carrying tourists from
Noida, Uttar Pradesh, fell

into a gorge early on Friday
morning, in which two people
died and four sustained seri-
ous injuries. The officials in-
formed that the accident
occurred around 5 AM on
Friday near the Shivalik
Maggi Point curve, close to
Rishi Ashram on Mussoorie
Road. The car was carrying six
tourists from Noida who had
come to visit Mussoorie. The
injured were rescued from the
deep gorge using combing

tools and taken to Govern-
ment Doon Medical College
(GDMC) hospital for treat-
ment.  They said that upon
being informed, the Mus-
soorie police station house of-
ficer Arvind Chaudhary
reached the spot with a police
team. The Fire Service and
SDRF were also informed and
summoned to the location. A
rescue operation was
launched with the help of the
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) and all six occupants
of the car were retrieved from

the gorge. However, two per-
sons succumbed to their in-
juries while four others were
injured and rushed to GDMC
hospital for treatment. The de-
ceased include the driver and
a resident of Nodia, Anil
Kumar (32) and Ajay Kumar
(31), a tourist from Buland-
shahr, they added. According
to officials, the vehicle was
headed to Mussoorie when
the driver lost control on the
sharp turn. The four survivors
are undergoing treatment at
the hospital, they added.

The registrar of the Cooperation department Sonika directed the officials concerned to
ensure that the district cooperative bank distributes long-term and medium-term loans

according to their targets. Chairing a review meeting on Friday, Sonika emphasised 16 im-
portant points necessary to increase the effectiveness and accountability of the department.
Sonika also instructed the cooperative societies to publicise the schemes among the villagers
and organise training seminars; for this, she directed the preparation of a roster from the dis-
tricts. She further highlighted the need to focus on increasing deposits, noting that deposits
have increased by Rs 6.27 crore compared to last year. Additionally, she reviewed the progress
of the societies and emphasised the importance of auditing all societies. She also reviewed
the coordination between the district cooperative banks and their respective offices regarding
loan disbursement and recovery, underscoring the need for intensive monitoring in these
works. Sonika also emphasised the importance of maintaining an updated national cooper-
ative database, ensuring transparency and access to information.

Trivendra Singh Rawat
meets Rajnath Singh in Delhi
PNS      DEHRADUN

Member of Parliament from Haridwar and former chief
minister Trivendra Singh Rawat met Defence minis-

ter Rajnath Singh in New Delhi on Friday. It is learnt that
the two leaders discussed various issues including the po-
litical scenario of the State. In the meeting Rawat informed
the Union minister about the problems of the public in the
Roorkee and Raiwala cantonments.  The former CM said
that being the Lok Sabha MP from Haridwar, the timely
solution of the problems of the people is his priority. He
said that the meetings with the Defence minister are always
positive and give motivation and energy to him.

Transport department to introduce private buses
in four Garhwal districts for direct connectivity

The chairwoman of the
State Commission for

Protection of Child Rights
(SCPCR) Geeta Khanna has
asked the Education depart-
ment and the regional trans-
port office to implement
security measures for chil-
dren in school vans, partic-
ularly emphasising the safety
of girls. She said this after a
recent incident of alleged
misconduct with a child in a
school van. Subsequently,
the Transport department
conducted a meeting with
relevant officials to ensure
compliance with guidelines
pertaining to school vans. In
light of the incident, Khanna
has also recently written to
the RTO and Education de-
partment urging them to
prioritise the safety of stu-
dents using private school
vans and school buses.
Khanna expressed her con-
cern regarding the incident

involving a girl in a school
van. In the letter, she empha-
sised the importance of in-
stalling CCTV cameras
in all school buses and
vans. Further, she urged
the Education depart-
ment to ensure proper
verification of the drivers
of school buses. She also
requested the RTO to in-
stall posters displaying
the helpline numbers of
SCPCR and the police in
private school vans,
Vikrams and other public
transport vehicles.
Khanna stated that she
has also requested the
police to remain vigilant
and ensure that the veri-
fication of every school
van driver has been com-
pleted and if not, action
must be taken against
them. Additionally, she
urged parents to verify
the school van driver in-

stead of randomly entrust-
ing their children to the
driver.

PNS     DEHRADUN

SCPCR tells RTO & Education Dept
to ensure safety in school vans
PNS     DEHRADUN

PNS     DEHRADUN

The Transport department is preparing to introduce private buses on various routes in the
Garhwal region where only State-run roadways buses have been operating so far. The depart-

ment had issued a notification in March for these routes, but the move faced opposition from
office bearers of the roadways employees' unions, who filed a petition in the Uttarakhand High
Court. However, the High Court has now dismissed the petition, paving the way for the intro-
duction of private buses on these routes, the regional transport officer and secretary of the
regional transport authority (RTA) Sunil Sharma said. He informed that following the court’s
decision, the department has begun preparations to issue permits for private buses across all
the designated routes. He said, "There are two types of routes- notified and denotified routes,
in the State. Only roadways buses operate on notified routes and private buses are not allowed
to operate on them. Due to this, many private operators refrain from providing their services
on these roads as they are compelled to use long routes. Due to this, people belonging to
mountainous areas have to switch multiple vehicles to reach urban areas. To eliminate this
issue, we have decided to operate private buses to make it easier for people." Sharma said that
five routes will be introduced in Tehri, Pauri, Chamoli and Uttarkashi where private operators
can run their babies. "We are planning to present this proposal in the RTA meeting. It is
scheduled to take place by the end of this month, with an agenda currently being drafted.
Several other key decisions are also expected to be made during this meeting. The department
is seeking an appointment with the Garhwal commissioner and the RTA chairman Vinay
Shankar Pandey to finalise the process," he said. 

PNS     DEHRADUN

VDMA hosts symposium on European
technology for industries in Rudrapur

To promote German technology and to deepen business relations with the local manufac-
turing industry in the tire - II cities, the German Engineering Federation (VDMA) to-

gether with German companies organised the first edition of VDMA symposium on
European technology for the industrial development of Rudrapur on Friday.  The deputy
head of Mission, German Embassy, Georg Enzweiler and the president, of SIIDCUL Entre-
preneur Welfare Society (SEWS) Shreekar Sinha were among those present on the occasion.
Enzweiler dwelt on the evolving dynamics of international trade relations between India and
Germany and the future of technology and innovation in global markets  while Sinha shared
his insights on the importance of strategic adaptability in the face of evolving economic con-
ditions.  The VDMA India general manager Sandip Roy informed that 10 prominent Ger-
man/European companies participated in this knowledge- sharing platform, adding that the
symposium was focused on business opportunities for the local industry focusing on auto-
mobile and auto components, food and beverage and packaging among others.

PNS     RUDRAPUR

PNS     NAINITAL
Kurmanchal Nagar Sahkari Bank holds 42nd AGM

The business of the Kur-
manchal Nagar Sahkari

Bank has reached Rs 3,886
crore. This and other details
regarding the bank’s function-
ing in the previous financial
year were shared in the 42nd
annual general meeting of the
bank held here on Friday. The
bank’s chairman Vinay Sah
said that despite stiff competi-
tion, the bank had succeeded

in increasing its business. Its
credit-deposit ratio was 55.79
per cent while its net profit
was Rs 23.01 crore. The bank
opened four new branches in
the previous financial year in-
creasing the total number of
its branches to 45. Sah said
that the bank is providing
modern facilities including in-
ternet banking, QR code and
Paytm POS to its customers. It

is also making consistent ef-
forts to provide better digital
banking services. Interest is
being paid every month on
saving accounts, he said. The
bank’s secretary and chief ex-
ecutive officer Akshay Kumar
Sah also informed about vari-
ous other aspects of the bank’s
functioning.

SDSUU VC directs affiliated colleges to enhance work
PNS      NEW TEHRI

Shri Dev Suman Uttarakhand University vice chancellor NK Joshi has directed the affiliated
colleges to take responsibility for the complete implementation of research work and jour-

nal publication. He said that colleges should also conduct na-
tional and international level seminars. Chairing a discussion
with principals of affiliated private colleges and self-financed
institutions on the recognition of institutions, academic
progress and future work plans, Joshi said that along with ac-
ademic activities, all the institutions should also focus on re-
search and publication of journals by their faculty. He said
that in this digital era, all the institutions should keep updat-
ing their information on social media also. Preparations
should be started from now for NAAC inspection in the
coming year, he added.

Uttarakhand State Cooperative
Bank’s 4th branch inaugurated 
PNS      DEHRADUN

Anew branch of the Uttarakhand State Cooperative
Bank Limited was opened on Ambiwala Gurudwara

Road in Upper Nathanpur here on Friday. Inaugurating
the new office, the bank's chairman  CM Semwal said
that they had selected this place to house the branch in
response to the banking needs of the people living in
Badrish Colony and Rajiv Nagar, adding that the branch
was equipped with all facilities and fully computerised.

The bank's chief executive officer SS Rana said that
this was its fourth branch and added that his bank would
open a new branch in Garhwal region every year.
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The two-phased Kedarnath
Pratishtha Raksha Yatra of

Uttarakhand Congress ended
on Friday at Kedarnath shrine.
The Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) president
Karan Mahara offered prayers
at Kedarnath and Bhairav tem-
ple on the day. Speaking on the
occasion he said that the
Congress workers prayed for
good sense to prevail on those
who are trying to divide
Kedarnath Dham which is a
symbol of faith of followers of
Sanatan Dharma.

Congratulating the Congress
workers for a successful Yatra,
Mahara said that heavy rains
failed to deter their enthusiasm.
He said that the stone (Shila)
from Kedarnath which was
also taken to Buradi in New

Delhi should be returned.
Mahara said that the local peo-
ple are demanding that the
Shila should be taken back to
Kedarnath and are linking its
transportation with the natur-
al disaster. He said that some
people are constructing hotels
and other buildings in
Kedarnath in violation of
norms and demanded that the
government should immedi-
ately stop such constructions. 

The PCC president said that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has also undermined the pres-
tige of Kedarnath by holding
photo sessions in the Garbh
Grah of the Dham.

Mahara also attacked the
BJP government for "snatching
the employment from locals" in

the Char Dham Yatra. He said
that those responsible for theft
of gold from Kedarnath dham
should be identified and pun-
ished.

The secretary of All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
and co in-charge of
Uttarakhand Congress
Surendra Sharma said that the
religious sentiments of Hindus
were hurt when foundation of
a purported Jyotirlinga was
laid in Buradi of New Delhi in
presence of CM of
Uttarakhand. He said that the
bridle route to Kedarnath is in
bad shape due to which pil-
grims face many problems.
Sharma congratulated Mahara
for taking out a successful
Yatra in difficult times.

PNS    DEHRADUN

Last date for admission in 
colleges, State varsities extended

Congress concludes Kedarnath
Pratishtha Raksha Yatra 

The chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami has said

that the youth should take up
the responsibility to make
India, a Vishwa Guru and a
developed nation by the year
2047. He took part in the
Yuva Dharma Sansad pro-
gramme organised at
Patanjali  auditorium in
Haridwar on Friday.
Welcoming the participants,
the CM said that the pro-
gramme, inspired by the
famous speech given by
Swami Vivekanand on
September 11,  1893 in
Chicago, United States of
America, will inspire the
youth of the country to con-
tribute towards nation build-
ing. He said that today's
youth is duty bound and is
responsible towards the
country and this Dharma

Sansad will prove to be a
milestone in building a devel-
oped nation. Dhami said that
for a nation to become devel-
oped its youth power should
be organised, self-reliant and
inspired by the spirit of
nationalism. Reminding the
youth that the nation comes
first, the CM said that they
should choose their field of
work according to their inter-
est. The CM said that the
youngsters should adopt a
resolution and added that
this resolution should be
without any alternatives
because alternatives dilute
the resolution. He said that
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Indian culture is get-
ting recognition all over the
world and the entire world is
trying to adopt the heritage

of Indian Sanatan culture,
Yoga and Pranayam. He
averred that now people in
many countries of the world
are listening to the essence of
Bhagwad Gita.

Terming Uttarakhand as
Devbhoomi and a land of
spirituality, the CM said that
the State government is com-
mitted to promote the reli-
gious and cultural heritage in
the State. He said that a cen-
tre for Hindu Studies will be
set up in Doon University
soon.

The general secretary of
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teertha, Ayodhya Champat
Rai,  Achar ya Mithilesh
Nanidni Sharan and Baba
Ramdev also addressed the
Dharam Sansad of youth.

PNS    DEHRADUN

The Dehradun district mag-
istrate Savin Bansal direct-

ed the authorities concerned to
initiate work on constructing a
multi-level automated park-
ing facility in the old Tehsil
premises in Dehradun. This
will potentially decongest the
market roads and improve
traffic management around
the area. Bansal  said this
during the surprise inspection
of the premises on Friday
morning. He reached the
Tehsil premises at 9:50 AM
amidst rain. He inspected the
attendance register and issued
warnings to staff arriving late,
instructing that the salaries of
those arriving after 10:30 AM
should be withheld for one
day. Noticing inefficiency in
the functioning of certain
departments, Bansal ordered
the transfer of some officials.

He also expressed his dis-
pleasure upon discovering
dirty staircases in the premis-
es and directed that a fine be
imposed on the contractor
responsible for maintaining
sanitation. Following his
instructions, a penalty of Rs
one lakh was imposed on the
contractor by the Municipal
Corporation of Dehradun
(MCD). He also expressed
concern over the malfunc-
tioning lift in the Tehsil
premises. The MDDA officials
present informed him that
the repair work was underway,
to which he directed that the
lift be fixed within a month.
The DM also reviewed the
recovery status of pending
cases and instructed officials to
intensify collection efforts. He
emphasised that all dues
exceeding Rs 10 lakh must be
recovered within a month,
warning of suspension for any
negligence. He further exam-
ined the status of pending
court cases and the updates
made to records following
mutation orders, instructing
that records be updated imme-
diately after orders are issued.

Bansal directed the officials and
staff to do their work efficiently
or strict action will be taken
against them.

PNS    DEHRADUN
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DM orders construction
of multi-level parking in
old Tehsil premises

The Higher Education
department has extended

the last date for admissions in
the undergraduate and post
graduate courses in the gov-
ernment colleges and State
universities to September 20.
The Higher Education minis-
ter Dhan Singh Rawat said that
the decision has been taken in
view of the interests of the stu-
dents and tough geographical
conditions of the State. He said
that the students can register in
the Samarth portal ti l l
September 17 for taking

admission in the I year of UG
and PG courses and the
process of admissions will be
over on September 19. The last
date for submission of fee is
September 20. The minister
said that so far  136830 stu-
dents have registered them-
selves in the  colleges affiliat-
ed by the Kumaun University,
Nainital, Sri Dev Suman
Uttarakhand University, Tehri
and Soban Singh Jeena
University, Almora. A total of
79,185 students have taken
admissions so far.

CM exhorts youth to
take responsibility
for developed India

Demand to halt Char Dham
Yatra gathers momentum as
heavy rains hit Uttarakhand

Questions are being raised
in various quarters over

the propriety of Uttarakhand
government’s decision to con-
tinue with the Char Dham
Yatra even as the State is
experiencing a spell of heavy
rains. The rains have resulted
in road blockades in many
parts of the State and the
Kedarnath Yatra route is
blocked due to landslides.

Taking strong exception to
the statement of Garhwal
commissioner Vinay Shankar
Pandey in which he advised
pilgrims to wear helmet as a
precautionary measure on a
vulnerable stretch of the brid-
ke path to Kedarnath, the
chief spokesperson of
Uttarakhand Congress
Garima Mahara Dasauni said

that the government should
stop tge Yatra for the safety of
the pilgrims. She said that the
statement of Pandey shows
that the Yatra route is very
dangerous and in such a situ-
ation, the rationale behind
continuing the Yatra is incom-
prehensible. Dasauni added
that the experts are of the view
that the weather conditions
currently prevailing over
Uttarakhand are similar to the
time of the 2013 Kedarnath
disaster. She said that it is the
responsibility of the govern-
ment to ensure the safety of
the people. 

The Congress leader said
that the government has failed
in maintaining transparency
in Yatra this year. “The State
administration has not given

the actual data of the people
who have lost their lives in the
Yatra so far and the number of
missing pilgrims and those
who have visited the State for
the Yatra,’’ she said.

The founder of Social
Development for
Communities (SDC)
Foundation, Anoop Nautiyal
also appealed to the govern-
ment to halt the Char Dham
Yatra. He said that the IMD
has issued a red alert for
heavy rains in the State and
the experts are equating the
current situation with the
Kedarnath disaster of 2013.
"Instead of asking pilgrims to
wear helmets it would be pru-
dent to halt the Yatra,’’ he sug-
gested.

PNS     DEHRADUN

Congress’ Kedarnath Pratishtha
Raksha Yatra a drama after protecting
illegal mosque in HP: Bhatt
PNS    DEHRADUN

The Bharatiya Janata Party
has accused the Congress

of double standards for pro-
tecting an illegally con-
structed mosque in Himachal
Pradesh while undertaking
the Kedarnath Pratishtha
Raksha Yatra in Uttarakhand.
The BJP State president
Mahendra Bhatt said that the
Congress is more concerned
about criminal elements
from outside than the pres-
tige of the residents of
Uttarakhand.

In a statement released to
the media on Friday, Bhatt
said that the Congress
opposes Sanatan Dharma
across the nation and abroad
but shamelessly undertook a
rally purportedly for the
prestige of Kedarnath Dham.
“The people are seeing how
such people are politically
exploiting Kedarnath to save
their own prestige. They
travelled mostly in cars and
walked a few stretches to
reach Kedarnath but left
behind whatever was left of
their party’s prestige. The
local residents were not
involved anywhere in the
Congress Yatra, which was
carried out mostly with the
support of people from out-
side till Sitapur earlier. This
is the reason why the locals
are miffed at the Congress
for its insensitivity during
the time of disaster. They
saw that their aim was far
from being met so they sus-
pended their rally and then
resumed it formally now.
The people have fully under-
stood that all this is aimed at
the Kedarnath Vidhan Sabha
bypoll,” Bhatt said.

The BJP State president
further said that the people
of Uttarakhand are wonder-
ing how a party busy in
minority appeasement and
Hindu-bashing suddenly felt
concerned for Kedarnath.
“This is at a time when the
Congress government facil-
itated illegal construction
of mosques in Shimla and
Mandi in Himachal Pradesh.
The Congress acted out a
political sham in the name of

Kedarnath Dham. When
people of Rudraprayag and
elsewhere in Uttarakhand
were putting up boards to
warn criminal elements from
outside the State, it was the
Congress which raised objec-
tions to the people wanting to
protect themselves. Similarly,

when illegal religious struc-
tures built as part of the
conspiracy to alter
Uttarakhand’s demography
are demolished, it is the
Congress leaders who are
most disturbed,” Bhatt added.
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In an effort to enhance the
financial security of the girls

enrolled under the Nanda
Gaura Yojana (NGY) scheme,
the Women Empowerment
and Child Development
(WECD) department has rec-
ommended an increase in the
monetary assistance provid-
ed to the beneficiaries.
Informing about this, the
director of the WECD
department, Prashant Arya
informed that in order to
offer greater financial securi-
ty to the State's girls, the
department is considering
additional measures within
the NGY scheme. As per the
proposal, the department
aims to raise the financial
assistance provided to regis-
tered young girls under the
NGY to over Rs 10,000 annu-
ally. The proposal for this ini-
tiative is currently in the
process of being reviewed by
senior officials. Upon finali-
sation of the proposal, it will
be submitted to the State
government for approval.  It
is expected the proposal to
enhance financial security
under the NGY will be
finalised within two months,
he added.

It will be recalled that
under the NGY scheme pro-
vides an initial grant of Rs
11,000 upon the birth of a girl
child, along with an addi-
tional annual sum of Rs
51,000 when she completes
Class XII and pursues high-
er education in graduation or
diploma courses. The amount
under the NGY is allocated
every year to those who reg-
istered themselves for the
particular financial year. This
year, the registration process

for the Nanda Gaura Yojana
(NGY) has commenced and
will be open until November

30. For the 2024-2025 regis-
tration, interested individuals
are required to apply through

the online website
www.nandagaurauk.in.

WECD Dept to enhance financial
security of girls under NGY scheme
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Afierce firefight broke out
between a heavily armed

group of Pakistani terrorists
and the joint team of securi-
ty forces in the Chatroo area
of Kishtwar late Friday
evening ahead of the day-long
visit  of  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to bolster the
party's poll campaign in the
erstwhile Doda district which
is headed to polls in the first
phase of polling on September
18.
Two more terrorists were
neutralized by the joint team
of security forces in the
Khandara top area of
Basantgarh late Friday
evening. 
Sharing an update Rising Star

Corps of the Indian Army
posted on X, "In the Joint
operation launched on 11 Sep
Two Terrorists Neutralised &
Large War Like Stores
Recovered. Operations con-
cluded"
Meanwhile, security has been
further beefed up in and
around the venue of the
Prime Minister's rally in
Doda. At the same time, a
general alert has been sound-
ed in the entire Jammu region
to prevent any other incident
of terrorist violence ahead of
the first round of polling on
eight Assembly seats in the
region. Additional troops
have been deployed at vul-
nerable places such as party
offices, and venues of cam-
paign meetings.  

This is the third incident of
terrorist violence in the
Jammu region in the last five
days.
Confirming the incident of a
firefight, a spokesman of the
Jammu and Kashmir police in
a brief  statement said,
"Exchange of fire has taken
place between search teams of
security forces and hiding
terrorists at Pingnal Dugadda
forest area, upper reaches of
Naidgham village under the
jurisdiction of Police Station
Chhatroo, District Kishtwar".  
Official sources claimed a
group of three terrorists
believed to be the cadre of the
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
outfit were trapped in the
upper reaches of Chatroo.  A
team of the special forces of

the Indian army and the
jawans of the special opera-
tions group of Jammu and
Kashmir police were carrying

out searches in the area when
a group of terrorists hiding
inside a dhok( temporary
structure) attempted to

ambush the security person-
nel. Swift action by the elite
para commandos resulted in
the ensuing gunfight in the
area. Unconfirmed reports
claimed a soldier also received
injuries and was evacuated to
a nearby hospital.  
On September 11, two heav-
ily armed Pakistani terrorists,
hiding in the upper reaches of
Basantgarh bordering Kathua
and Udhampur districts, were
neutralized by the joint team
of security forces.
On September 9, two heavily
armed terrorists believed to
be Pakistani were neutral-
ized by the troops of the
Indian army while they were
attempting to infiltrate inside
the Indian territory in the
Laam sector of Nowshera in

the frontier district of Rajouri
on Monday.
The election managers are
banking heavily on the pop-
ularity of the Prime Minister
in the erstwhile Doda district.
BJP had won 4 out of 6 assem-
bly seats in 2014 Assembly
polls. This time the party is
aiming to retain all its four
seats and wrest at least two
other seats from the opposi-
tion camp.
The BJP is facing a tough
challenge in the region as the
alliance partners Congress
and the National Conference
have been making all efforts
to win more than two seats.
Rahul Gandhi also visited
Ramban to address an elec-
tion rally. On the other hand,
Omar Abdullah has also

addressed a series of election
meetings to boost the morale
of the party workers.
A senior BJP leader told The
Pioneer,  "We are banking
heavily on the booster dose
which our Prime Minister is
expected to administer to the
party workers ahead of the
first phase of polling". So far
the party candidates have
received an impressive
response on ground zero.
The BJP is contesting all the
seats in the Jammu region and
aims to replicate its 2014 per-
formance when it won 25
out of 37 seats in the region.
PM Modi is also expected to
visit the Valley on September
19 when he will address
another BJP election rally in
Srinagar city.

Fierce firefight in Kishtwar ahead of PM visit, two terrorists neutralised
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The doctors’ movement
over the rape and murder

of a lady doctor inside the RG
Kar Medical College and
Hospital took a sharp turn
with the Trinamool Congress
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
on Thursday releasing an
audio-tape suggesting some
Left groups were planning
attack on the agitating doctors
to malign the State
Government.
“The audio-tape pertains to a
conversation between mem-
bers of two Leftist organiza-
tions who are discussing the
pros and cons of an attack on
the doctors who are staging a
sit-in demonstration outside
the Swasthya Bhavan,” Ghosh
playing the tape said.
In the purported discussion
between the two persons one
is asking to send criminals to
attack the doctors after their
ta lks  with  the  State
Government f izzled out
Thursday. While the other
person however is reluctant

to mount such attack on
“people who save our lives”
the first person reminds him
of the political dividend such
an attack could produce
paint ing  the  Mamata
Banerjee Government in a
bad light, Ghosh said adding
the audio tape was forward-
ed to him by some sources
and the police were already
investigating it. 
By late on Friday evening the

Bidhan Nagar Police
Commissionerate had insti-
tuted a suo motu case and
started investigations into it,
sources in the Government
said adding the police were on
high alert and security had
been beefed up around the
area where the doctors were
staging a dharna demanding
justice for the RGKMCH vic-
tim and removal of top IPS
officers including the Kolkata

Police Commissioner Vineet
Goyal, State Health Secretary
and two Directors of Health
for playing an alleged role in
destroying evidence.
While the doctors would not
speak immediately, the Left
leaders demanded an investi-
gation into the purported
conspiracy saying,  “the
Government is trying not
only to scare the doctors indi-
rectly into withdrawing the
movement but also defaming
the Marxists. 
“It  is  strange that  the
Government is so much
scared of a party which has
“zero” representation in
Assembly. 
“Mamata Banerjee  is  a
viciously cunning politician
who is trying to shoot many
birds in a single shot … she is
scaring the doctors to with-
draw the movement … she is
maligning the Left because
the Left rallies are getting big-
ger and longer … and she is
trying to divert the attention
from the RG Kar incident to
a dif ferent s ide,”  Sujan

Chakrabarty a senior CPI(M)
leader said.
Curiously Ghosh’s “revela-
tion” came to the media in
tandem with reports that the
Government had asked the
Principals of al l  the 26
Medical Colleges to prepare a
list of junior doctors who
had joined the cease work
campaign, sources said.
Meanwhile, even as the doc-
tors said that their move-
ment would go on until the
Government spreads out the
dialogue table and addresses
their demands a Kolkata
Court on Friday rejected an
application f i led by the
Central  Bureau of
Investigation seeking Narco
Analysis Test of Sanjoy Rai
the prime accused in the rape
and murder case.
“The ACJM Court while
rejecting the CBI application
said that such an act goes
against the Fundamental
Rights of the person con-
cerned if he is forced to
undergo such test,” a lawyer
said.

Left planning attack on doctors to malign Government: Ghosh
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Bengal Governor C.V.
Ananda Bose has com-

pared Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee with Lady Macbeth
and snapped all social ties
with her in the wake of RG
Kar rape and murder case. 
Speaking in the backdrop of
the State Government’s shod-
dy handling of the RG Kar
rape and murder case the
Governor on Thursday
evening said “It is irony that
the Health Minister happens
to be the Home Minister. The
Lady Macbeth of West Bengal
holds the waters of Hooghly
but cannot cleanse the taint-
ed hands. The Home Minister
is CM and CM is protesting
instead of protecting. There is
violence in the street, hospi-
tal, and cities.”
“As the Governor of this State
I am hurt  … I socially boy-
cott her … and I will not

share any public platform
with the Chief Minister. I
will take proactive steps
against her for violating
Constitutional provisions. My
role as the Governor will be
confined to the Constitutional
obligations,” Bose said.
Reacting to Bose’s remarks
TMC spokesperson Kunal

Ghosh said that as a Governor
he could not make such state-
ments. “A Governor has to
follow some Constitutional
protocol  being the
Constitutional head … here it
seems that he is more of a
polit ical  person than a
Constitut ional  person,”
Ghosh said.
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The ruling BJP and
Congress traded charges

against each other on Friday, as
they staged protests in differ-
ent parts of the Assembly poll-
bound Maharashtra in matters
relating to the leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi.
While the BJP held demon-
strations against the “anti-
reservations” and “anti
Constitution” statements made
by Rahul Gandhi in the US, the
Congress staged protests
against the death threats hand-
ed to the leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha by
BJP leader from Delhi and for-
mer MLA  Tarvinder Singh
Marwah.
The BJP leaders –including
State party chief
Chandrashekhar Bawankule,
its national general secretary
Pankaja Munde, senior minis-
ter Chandrakant Patil and
Mumbai city president Ashish
Shellar – accused Rahul
Gandhi of trampling upon the
Constitution by announcing
that his party wanted to annul
reservations in the country.
Wearing black ribbons, the
BJP workers raised vehement
slogans against Rahul Gandhi

at various places. While
Bawankule led the protests at
Akola in Vidarbha region,
leaders like Pankaja Munde,
Patil and Shelar held demon-
strations at Ghatkopar in
north-east Mumbai.     
Simultaneously, the
Maharashtra Congress staged
vociferous protests against
Delhi BJP leader Tarvinder
Singh Marwah for allegedly
handing a death threat to
Rahul Gandhi.
A party activist Akash P.
Taywade lodged a complaint
with the Sadar Police Station at
Nagpur against Marwah for
allegedly issuing death threats
he made against Rahul Gandhi.
Senior party leaders, including
State Congress chief  Nana
Patole, former chief minister
Prithviraj Chavan Congress
Legislative Party leader
Balasaheb Thorat, party’s state
working president M. Arif
Naseem Khan, district party
leaders and thousands of
activists joined the protests in
various district headquarters
across the state.
The protestors, including a
large number of youth and
women, carried posters, plac-
ards and banners flaying
Marwah for targeting Rahul
Gandhi, and raised slogans
condemning the BJP for not

taking action against its party
leader in the serious matter.
The leaders accused the BJP
leaders of selectively twisting
Rahul Gandhi’s statements per-
taining to quotas at an inter-
action during his US visit.
Rubbishing the BJP’s claims
that the Congress wanted to do
away with reservation, the
Congress leaders said that in its
manifesto for 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, the party had com-
mitted itself to raising the ceil-
ing of quotas beyond 50 per
cent to ensure that benefits
reached the largest segments of
the deprived sections of soci-
ety.
“Rahul Gandhi has repeatedly
stressed the need to conduct a
Caste Census to ascertain the
backwardness among various
sections of the population.
However, the BJP is only inter-
ested in creating enmity in the
name of castes and religions in
the country,” Patole said.
“Rahul Gandhi has never said
that he would stop reservation
and is indulging in a fake nar-
rative without verifying the
truth. They are spreading false-
hoods and then carrying out
agitation. The people of the
country know very well that
the BJP is opposed to quotas
and is anti-Constitution,”
Thorat said.
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In a “ghar-wapsi” of sorts
ahead of the State Assembly

polls to be held later this year,
the ruling BJP on Friday suf-
fered a jolt as three-time former
MP and its leader from Gondia
in Vidarbha region Gopaldas
Agrawal quit the saffron party
and joined the Congress.   
Agrawal, who has tendered
his resignation from primary
membership to BJP President
JP Nadda a few days, returned
to the Congress at a function
held in the presence of AICC
general secretary Ramesh
Chennithala, state Congress
President Nana Patole, Leader
of the Opposition in the
Maharashtra Assembly Vijay
Wadettiwar and former Chief
Minister Prithviraj Chavan.
Agrawal, who had won the
Gondia seat in 2004, 2009 and
2014 for the Congress, had
switched over to the BJP ahead
of the 2019 State Assembly
polls. In what came as a boost
to the Congress, Agrawal
staged a comeback to the
Congress.
Agrawal’s exit from the the

comes as  a blow to the BJP in
Vidhabha region from where
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, state BJP
President Chandrashekhar
Bawankule and Union Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari hail.
In the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, the
BJP had put up a miserable per-
formance   as it managed to win
just one out of 10 seats in
Vidarbha region.
Welcoming Agrawal back into
the Congress, Chennithala said:
“The people of Vidarbha have
always supported the Congress.
We welcome Gopal Aggarwal
back to the Congress. We are
confident that the people of
Vidarbha would support us in
the State Assembly polls”
Slamming the BJP for giving

entry to all the corruption-
tainted leaders,  Chennithala
said:  “The government in
Maharashtra is most corrupt.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
accused Ajit Pawar of  involve-
ment in a staggering Rs 70,000
crore scam, yet the BJP not only
welcomed him but also made
him the deputy chief minister.
The BJP-led alliance runs an
ayaram gayaram government
in Maharashtra. The  people of
the state have made up their
mind to show it the door to the
BJP in the state Assembly polls.
Accusing the BJP of indulging
in false propaganda against
Congress Rahul leader, Patole
said: “Rahul Gandhi has all
along spoken about removing
50 per cent on reservations so
that all sections of society can
benefit from the reservations.
On its part, the BJP govern-
ment sold off public institu-
tions, destroyed jobs, and
weakened constitutional bod-
ies, which Rahul Gandhi has
exposed. That is why the BJP is
spreading false propaganda
against him. The accusation
that Rahul Gandhi is against
reservations is like ̀ the pot call-
ing the kettle black’ “

�������������� ��!�""#�$%"
���%"�����&�$' ���'(�"  

����������	
�
��������
��������	

With demand for sweets,
savouries and products

such as ghee, khoya, and
paneer on surges during the
ongoing fest ive season,
increasing the chances of such
products being adulterated,
the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India  has asked
has asked its state-level offi-
cials to increase monitoring of
sweet sellers and producers
across the nation.
“……preventive actions
including special surveillance
and enforcement drives by
food safety officers and des-
ignated officers can curb such
practices effectively and
ensure the safety of such
products,” Inoshi Sharma,
executive director, (regulato-
ry compliance) at FSSAI, said
in a letter to state and UT

food commissioners.
State food safety inspectors
have been ordered to inves-
tigate the stores and collect
samples for quality control.
They have been directed to
take action against those
who have been found to be
in violation of quality stan-
dards.
The regulator also said fre-
quent enforcement and sur-
veillance drives must be con-
ducted to prevent malprac-
tices and that mobile-testing
units must be deployed at key
places.
“Also, the Food Safety on
Wheels (FSW), where avail-
able, are to be positioned in
prominent markets and/or
on the basis of specific intel-
ligence inputs so as to ensure
that such products are safe to
consume and are strictly as
per the respective food prod-
ucts standards.
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Acourt here on Friday
extended till September 17

the judicial custody of
Kannada actor Darshan
Thoogudeepa along with his
friend Pavithra Gowda and
others, who are accused in the
Renukaswamy murder case.
All the 17 accused, including
Darshan and Pavithra, were
produced before the 24th
Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate court through
video conferencing from var-
ious prisons across the state,
where they are lodged, as their
judicial custody ended today.
Police on September 4 had
submitted to the court a 3,991-
page preliminary chargesheet
to the court in the case.
The 47-year-old actor is cur-
rently lodged in Ballari prison.
He was shifted there from the
Parappana Agrahara Central
jail here by obtaining court

permission, after a photo-
graph of him hanging out
with three others, including a
rowdy-sheeter, on the lawns of
the jail had gone viral, spark-
ing an uproar.
In the picture, the actor is seen
in a relaxed mood, sitting on
a chair and holding a cigarette
and a coffee mug. Also, a pur-
ported video of Darshan
speaking to a person over a
video call from the prison too
had surfaced on social media.
The court had also permitted
shifting of other co-accused in
the murder case to various
prisons in the state.
Other accused -- Pawan,
Raghavendra and Nandish --
are now lodged in Mysuru,
Jagadish and Lakshmana in
Shivamogga, Dhanraj in
Dharwad, Vinay in Vijayapura,
Nagaraj in
Kalaburagi/Gulbarga Jail, and
Pradosh in Belagavi Jail.
Three accused -' Pavithra

Gowda, Anukumar, and
Deepak -- continue to remain
at Parappana Agrahara Central
Jail here. Four accused -- Ravi,
Karthik, Nikhil  and
Keshavamurthy -- were earli-
er shifted to Tumakuru prison
and they continue to remain
lodged there.
Nine prison officials, includ-
ing the Chief Superintendent
of the Parappana Agrahara
jail, were suspended over their
"lapses" after a preliminary
probe into "special treatment"
to Darshan.
Also, three FIRs were regis-
tered, including against
Darshan, under sections of the
Prisons Act and the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita.
According to police sources,
33-year-old Renukaswamy, a
fan of the actor, had sent
obscene messages to Pavithra,
which enraged Darshan,
allegedly leading to his mur-
der. His body was found near

a stormwater drain next to an
apartment in Sumanahalli here
on June nine.
Raghavendra, one of the
accused who is part of
Darshan's fan club in
Chitradurga, had brought
Renukaswamy to a shed in R
R Nagar here, on the pretext
that the actor wanted to meet
him. It was in this shed that he
was allegedly tortured and
murdered.
According to the post-mortem
report, Renukaswamy, a native
of Chitradurga, died due to
shock and haemorrhage as a
result of multiple blunt
injuries.
Police sources said Pavithra,
who is accused number one,
was the "major cause" for
Renukaswamy's murder and
claimed that it has been
proved from the probe that she
instigated other accused, con-
spired with them, and took
part in the crime. 
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The Bengaluru police has
filed a chargesheet in the

second case registered against
former MP Prajwal Revanna,
who is facing charges of rape
and sexual assault, in a special
court here.
Revanna is currently under
judicial custody at Parappana
Agrahara Jail here, and a
Special Investigation Team is
probing four separate cases
against him, officials said on
Friday. 
According to police, the second
case against Prajwal Revanna
was filed by the Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) on May 1 after a 44-year-
old former member of the
Hassan Zilla Panchayat accused
him of repeatedly raping her. In
a statement, police said the SIT
team conducted a comprehen-
sive investigation of the case

and during the probe, more
than 120 witnesses were inter-
rogated and statements of vic-
tims, key witnesses were
recorded. 
"A 1691 page comprehensive
chargesheet has been filed
against former Hassan Lok
Sabha constituency MP Prajwal
Revanna. 
The chargesheet has been sub-
mitted to a special court here
after collecting evidence and
obtaining expert opinions," it
stated. 
He was arrested by the SIT on
May 31 upon arrival at
Bengaluru Airport from
Germany in connection with a
case registered at the
Holenarasipura Town Police
Station. Prajwal Revanna was
remanded to custody the fol-
lowing day. Revanna had failed
in his bid to retain the Hassan
parliamentary constituency in
the recent polls. 
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In the olden days, it wasn’t
uncommon to be born in
large families and be raised

along with several siblings.
But for some reason, parents
back then did it with a laid-
back approach and have not
been heard or known to feel
pressured by the size of the
family they had to support.
My paternal grandparents
had 13 children and my
maternal grandparents had
ten. 
It is a scenario impossible to
even imagine in modern
times, where stress has
become a staple for all –
from kindergarten children to
pensioners past their prime.
Today’s parents are engulfed
in a whirlwind of expecta-
tions, constantly feeling the
weight of being “perfect”
while juggling the unrelenting
pressures of life. 
The irony is not lost on any
of us—despite our best efforts,
parents often feel they are
falling short, outpaced by a
society that holds them to
impossible standards. Dr
Vivek Murthy, the US
Surgeon General, recently
said that parental stress is a
significant public health issue
and called for shifts in cultur-
al norms.In our hyper-con-

nected world, where every
action and decision is subject
to public scrutiny, the quest
for perfection is an unending
pursuit that only leads to
exhaustion. We need to pause
and ask: Are we, as parents,
pushing ourselves into a cor-
ner, one where our best is
never good enough? How
far should we go to prove our
merits and how much strain
can we take before we break
at the seams?
A young parent recently men-
tioned how she was waiting
for her toddler to grow up by
a few years so that the ten-
sions of the difficult years are
past, but the truth is the
stress of parenting seldom
leaves, no matter how old the
children become. It is in the
psyche of the parent to be ever
concerned, with the concerns
and expectations only chang-
ing with age. Once a parent,
always a parent. There is a
relentless battle to become the

perfect parents who have
raised peerless offspring that
the world would appreciate.
This pressure to adopt the
best practices of parenting is
now increased manifold by
social media which presents
picture-perfect family lives.
What parents often forget is
the travails of raising children
are never easy and what
seems perfect on social media
are filtered versions of a life
and landscape filled with
challenges. 
The idea of being a ‘perfect
parent’ is a myth and it would
be prudent on the parents’
part to recognise that bench-
marks set by society, media
and peers are often unattain-
able. Each family should set its
priorities and boundaries
commensurate with its
resources, circumstances and
the children’s capacity to
undertake over-demanding
expectations from all around. 
How parents of yore have
been able to divide their
attention between the litany of
concerns and complaints their
children must have present-
ed baffles me. The joke that
goes around in our family is
this – the children just grew
up; no one raised them by fol-
lowing any stringent stan-

dards.This attitude may not
work in our times where the
bars are set so high and the
race for achievement is taken
so seriously that parents find
themselves caught in the
quagmire of worry and anx-
iety even after the children
have flown from their homes
and built their nests. 
The anxiety of being an inad-
equate parent haunts many
and the truth is there is no
single right way to parent; nei-
ther is there a prescribed for-
mat to make children success-
ful and happy except by
instilling the right values in
them. Embracing their imper-
fections as parents and learn-
ing to let go are difficult but
essential traits to pick up in
their journey of parenthood.
What children need most is
not a parent who has every-
thing figured out, but one
who loves them, supports
them and is present through
the highs and lows of life.
Constant fretting about chil-
dren will only take away from
the confidence of the children
and make them incompetent
to face life’s numerous chal-
lenges.

(The author is a columnist
and writing coach based in

Dubai. Views are personal.)
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Madam— It is a hard fact, when there is
a hike in international prices the govern-
ment’s revenues increase proportionately
as customs duty along with other central
taxes are imposed thus the government
reaps a bonanza.. But when there is a fall
in global crude prices state-owned oil com-
panies are still earning more profits on
petrol and diesel. 
The recent declining trend in crude prices
owing to geo-political reasons, the Indian
basket of crude has fallen from $90 /bar-
rel in March to $69/barrel today. The gov-
ernment   needs to cut prices of petrole-
um products to bring some relief to the
common man who is otherwise living at
skyrocketing price levels. The reduction in
petroleum products may be on the basis
of calculations. 

S K Khosla |Chandigarh
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Madam — The people of Jammu and
Kashmir are no strangers to the menace
of terrorism. However, cross-border ter-
rorist activities have surged noticeably in

recent days, coinciding with the
announcement of assembly elections in
the state. With the first phase of polling
set for September 18, incidents of terror-
ist activity have been reported across var-
ious regions, including Kathua.
Fortunately, these threats have been
effectively neutralized by the Indian
Army.
By instigating fear and anxiety among the
local population, Pakistan seeks to under-
mine the democratic process set in
motion by the Indian government.
Despite India’s relentless efforts, Pakistan
continues to stir unrest, ensuring Kashmir
remains a contentious issue.Conducting
elections is the first step toward restor-
ing democracy and peace in the region.
It is essential to encourage the people of
Kashmir to exercise their right to vote,
strengthening both their state and the
path to lasting peace and harmony, free
from the shadow of terror.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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Madam — According to the recently
released National Crime Record Bureau
data, only in 2022 more than 1 lakh 71
thousand Indians chose the path of suicide
due to various reasons. On the other hand,
according to the report of Lancet Public
Health, this number worldwide is about 7
lakh 76 thousand. The brutal presence of
global suicides simultaneously calls into
question the overall social order of our indi-
vidualistic lives. According to NCRB data,
12 out of every 1 lakh Indians take suicide-
like decisions. More than 10 percent of
them are farmers. An average of 154 Indian
farmers commit suicide every day main-
ly due to unprofitable agriculture, failure
to find a way out of chronic poverty, inad-
equate institutional financial credit system.
Loneliness, family turmoil, childhood
trauma, extramarital affairs, illness, and
financial insecurity have emerged as caus-
es of suicide among other segments of the
population. Besides, the suicide of students
makes us worried. Almost every day we
come across such incidents, driven by the
pressure of academic ambition as well as
the artificial glamor of social media,
which is increasingly drowning inexperi-
enced teenagers in the darkness of gloom.
In this situation, it is urgent to take
appropriate measures to prevent this men-
tal epidemic. 
The Lancet study claimed that a dollar
increase in daily income reduced the
number of suicides by an average of 8,000
per year during the period 2006-2016,
which was confirmed by the study. At the
same time, the government should imple-
ment poverty alleviation programs quick-
ly. According to the NCRB study, there is
a direct correlation between the increase
in the pace of housing projects and the
decrease in suicides. Counseling should be
arranged in every school and coaching cen-
ter for the students so that they are able to
strike a balance between expectations
and reality. Besides, it is imperative to
include mental health as a subject in the
syllabus.

Arka Goswami | Asansol
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the Indian Army prematurely
but always exemplified its
finest tenets and values stead-
fastly, throughout his public
life. The institution had
defined him, and he had
marched out without any usual
‘terminal benefit’ but with
what he reflected, “My service
with is my benefit, and what
the army gave me, taught me,
left me with me is my priceless
pension”.One such ‘officer-
and-a-gentleman’ quality is
what General James Mattis
(former US Defense Secretary)
alluded to while expressing his
measured disagreement with
the unhinged Donald Trump
i.e., the French expression
‘devoir de reserve’ (literally, the
duty of silence). 
Perhaps Jaswant was informed
by decades of soldiering, pol-
itics and statesmanship that to
brave a difficult situation like
IC-814 was one thing, but to
further weaken the ‘moment’
for India by name calling or
finger pointing, even worse.
His colleagues were spared the
taint, for he had protected
them. It is another story that
many were incredously absolv-
ing themselves of any knowl-
edge of the exchange or his
dash to Kandahar. 
When one misstep after anoth-
er was happening with IC-814
with no one taking charge of
the situation, Jaswant had
stepped up and personally

offered to go to Kandahar to
secure the release, with the
unpredictable Taliban and
amoral ISI, across. The usual-
ly blustering and omnipresent
Ministers were meekly abstain-
ing from giving media bytes or
even talking to distraught rel-
atives, as they knew the hope-
lessness and intensity of the sit-
uation. 
The situation was fluidic, and
anything could have happened
requiring quick decision-mak-
ing, and so Jaswant put him-
self in the line of fire. His col-
leagues were better politicians,
and he, was a soldier to his
country and conscience, first
and foremost. 
We were to engage frequently
at the Rashtrapati Bhawan
when he was earlier an oppo-
sition MP, and later a Cabinet
Minister (Defence, External
Affairs & Finance), and then
again, as an opposition MP.
Each time in a gathering of
civilians he would catch the eye
of those in ‘Uniform’ and
acknowledge them with a gra-
cious nudge or salute when
saluted. 
In all his varied professional
capacities, his sole and
avowedly apolitical questions
were about the welfare of the
President's Bodyguards or
about their magnificent hors-
es, on whom too, his eyes
rolled rather gently. Many
questions can be posed about

Jaswant’s decisions e.g., IC-814,
but he remained an essential-
ly decent and dignified voice
of reason. So winds of politics
in his partisan camp changed,
and he became an ‘outsider’ in
the new sensibilities. Like a
noble soldier, he left his camp
but didn’t join the ‘other side’,
as done by most. He was too
proud to do that, so he passed
away silently like a ship at
night, saving his colleagues,
party, and the country, like he
saved the moment in
Kandahar. 
He was to profoundly intro-
spect in, A Call to Honour,
“between this ‘right’ act of sav-
ing 161 lives, or standing up
against terrorism and letting
them all ‘go’, for all to die – will
that be another ‘right’ act? By
choosing that which is other-
wise extinguished for always –
Life, for, in any event this fight
against terrorism will contin-
ue, from one challenge to
another”. Just for the fact that
the Gentleman (an old-fash-
ioned word that he’d under-
stand best) stood up for all his
decisions (right or wrong)
and never really blamed oth-
ers (when he could have), he
certainly deserves a better
memory.

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor

of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed are personal)
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Beyond the usual ‘man-
ufactured-outrage’,
there was an inadver-
tent redemption with
the role played of the

Soldier-Statesman-Scholar,
Jaswant Singh, in the recent OTT
series IC-814 – The Kandahar
Hijack. Undoubtedly, the hijack-
ing saga casts a dark shadow on
Indian governance with glaring
mismanagement e.g., lack of
cohesion among intelligence
agencies, slow alignment amongst
stakeholders, allowing the aircraft
to take off from Amritsar et al, but
in public memory, it is the singu-
lar image of Jaswant carrying
three terrorists to Kandahar to
secure the release of passengers
and crew of IC-814. Many saw it
as a moment of sovereign capit-
ulation. Others saw it as success-
ful negotiations under impossible
circumstances, where negotia-
tions were the only option (An
entebbe-style raid, clearly wasn’t
feasible). 
It was, as Jaswant himself puts it
succinctly, “a choice between a
bad decision, and a far worse
decision”. Negotiating the release
of the hijacked passengers was a
collective decision of the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS).
The composition of CCS was
chaired by then PM Vajpayee, and
had included the then Home
Minister, NSA, Defence Minister,
and of course the External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh. If that is
so, why was it only Jaswant who
carries the can of blame for pos-
terity? The answer can be
attempted in a couple of ways –
firstly by understanding the
inherent construct of Jaswant
the individual, and his under-
standing of his ‘duty’, and second-
ly by understanding the impulse
of others in the same situation,
who were also part and parcel of
this complex and questionable
decision.Why didn’t Jaswant
come clean (or at least forcefully
enough) to share the blame with
his colleagues? For starters, it has
to do with Jaswant’s imagined
sense of himself and his con-
science. 
Honourable soldiers do what is to
be done, with no fuss or grandios-
ity. Major Jaswant Singh was a
cavalier from the illustrious
Central India Horse and had left
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Safety is a fundamental
concern worldwide, with
the pervasive issues of

rape and abuse affecting mil-
lions of women and girls daily.
These heinous crimes have a
profound impact, extending
beyond the individual victims
to disrupt families, communi-
ties, and societies at large.
The consequences are not just
physical or emotional but are
also societal, leaving lasting
scars that undermine trust
and cohesion.
At the core of rape and abuse
lies a complex web of societal
attitudes and deeply ingrained
power imbalances. Often, per-
petrators use these crimes as
tools of control, asserting dom-
inance over their victims. The
devastating consequences of
rape range from physical
injury to emotional trauma, 

social isolation, and even
death. The psychological dam-
age endured by survivors is dif-
ficult to quantify, and the rip-
ple effects on society are
immense.
A recent case that shook the
conscience of the nation was
the rape and murder of a
trainee doctor at RG Kar
Hospital, Kolkata. This brutal
crime recalled the infamous

Nirbhaya case, igniting nation-
wide outrage. Yet again, it
posed a critical question to
both the central and state gov-
ernments: Is the judicial sys-
tem adequately addressing
crimes against women? Are
victims truly receiving the jus-
tice they seek?
Another notorious example is
the 1992 Ajmer gang rape
and blackmail scandal, where
over 100 girls were black-
mailed with obscene pho-
tographs, many subjected to
gang rape. Justice, in this case,
was only served 32 years later,
with six accused sentenced to
life imprisonment and fined ?5
lakh each. This shocking delay
once again raises concerns
about whether the Indian legal
system is equipped to tackle
cases of sexual violence effec-
tively.

India, with its population of 1.5
billion, has over 750 fast-track
courts designed to expedite
justice. Yet, cases like the
Ajmer gang rape, Nirbhaya,
Unnao, and Balrampur drag
on for decades. The slow pace
of justice signifies a collective
failure of the government and
law enforcement agencies in a
country that claims to be the
world’s largest democracy. This
begs the question: Do we need
a judicial overhaul to ensure
timely justice for victims of
sexual violence?
The global landscape shows a
diverse range of approaches to
preventing violence against
women. The UK, for instance,
has recently passed a bill rec-
ognizing violence against
women as a 'national security
threat,' equating it with Islamist
terrorism. Several European

countries, such as Denmark,
Iceland, and Switzerland, have
adopted stringent laws under
the umbrella of 'Zero
Tolerance' policies, which even
include the death penalty for
those convicted of sexual vio-
lence. These examples offer
potential models for India to
consider as it grapples with its
own crisis of gender-based
violence.
Preventing rape and abuse

requires a multifaceted
approach, one that addresses
the root causes of these crimes.
Education and awareness pro-
grams about consent, healthy
relationships, and respect are
essential starting points.
Engaging communities, espe-
cially involving men and boys
in discussions around women's
safety, can help shift societal
attitudes and reduce the preva-
lence of such crimes.
Equally important is providing
accessible support services for
survivors, such as counseling
and legal aid. These services
are vital for helping victims
heal and pursue justice. Policy
reforms aimed at strengthen-
ing laws to protect women and
ensure swift accountability for
perpetrators are also crucial. 
Empowering women and girls
plays a critical role in prevent-

ing rape and abuse. This can
be done by promoting eco-
nomic independence, which
helps reduce vulnerability to
violence, and fostering safe
spaces where women can
report incidents without fear.
Encouraging survivors to
speak out against violence can
help break the silence that
often surrounds these crimes,
lifting the stigma and encour-
aging others to come forward.
In today's digital age, technol-
ogy can also play a pivotal role
in enhancing women's safety.
Innovative tools such as safe-
ty apps, which allow women to
alert family or friends in emer-
gencies, and online support
platforms for survivors offer
new avenues for protection
and support. 
Data analytics can help iden-
tify patterns and hotspots of

violence, enabling authorities
to target prevention efforts
more effectively.
Ultimately, women's safety is a
collective responsibility. It
demands the involvement of
individuals, communities,
organizations, and govern-
ments. By addressing the root
causes of rape and abuse and
implementing solutions at var-
ious levels, we can create a
society where women and
girls live free from the fear of
violence. It is time for decisive
action. The protection of
women should not be seen as
an afterthought but as a fun-
damental pillar of societal
well-being. Only by working
together can we create a safer,
more equitable world for all. 
(The writer is a social worker

and a RTI Activist; views
expressed are personal)
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North Korea, including the use of
North Korean missiles in Ukraine,
both spies recognised the height-
ened threat to US allies in Asia.
Moore highlighted the gravity of the
situation, stating, “North Korean
weaponry and dual-use materials
from China are already impacting
the battlefield in Ukraine, and this
cooperation poses a significant
danger.” Both leaders also stressed
the critical importance of ongoing
support for Ukraine, with Burns
noting the severe and methodical
nature of the conflict, where “Putin
is using a traditional tactic of tak-
ing village by village, leaving noth-
ing behind.”
Despite the grim outlook, the
resilience of the Ukrainian forces
remains a focal point. Moore laud-
ed Ukraine's bold strategy, such as
the move into Kursk, as a game-
changer. He remarked, “The
Ukrainians, by going in and taking
Kursk, have really brought the war
home to ordinary Russians,” dis-
rupting Putin’s narrative and
demonstrating the effectiveness of
their counteroffensive.Addressing
the broader implications of the
conflict, Burns acknowledged that
while Putin’s grip on power remains
firm, it is not necessarily stable.
“Putin’s grip on power doesn’t seem
to be weakening, but don’t ever con-
fuse a tight grip with a stable grip,”
he stated. The recent Kursk offen-
sive and past events, such as the
Prigozhin mutiny, have exposed vul-
nerabilities within Russia, chal-
lenging Putin’s confident
narrative.Burns and Moore dis-
cussed the differing approaches of
the US and UK in providing mili-
tary aid to Ukraine. Burns reaf-
firmed the US's substantial support
despite concerns over escalation,
emphasising the ongoing commit-
ment to Ukraine even amid Russia's
nuclear threats. Moore echoed this,
stressing that the West must not be
intimidated. They also addressed
Russia’s intelligence operations in
Europe, noting a shift toward using
criminal elements for sabotage,

which has made these operations
easier to detect. 
The discussion also highlighted
the threat of Russian intelligence, cit-
ing the 2018 Salisbury poisoning as
a stark example of their reckless tac-
tics. Moore emphasised the impor-
tance of dealing with such threats
through intelligence sharing and
collaboration. They also touched on
Russian military intelligence activ-
ities in the Americas, particularly
concerns about Russian agents
operating in Mexico and potential-
ly aiding illegal migration into the
US. Burns assured that this issue
remains a top priority, with law
enforcement agencies closely mon-
itoring and countering such threats.
Burns updated on efforts to secure
a ceasefire and hostage deal in Gaza,
based on a three-phase plan pro-
posed by President Biden: ceasefire,
hostage release, and reconstruction.
Despite progress, finalising the deal
remains challenging, requiring
strong political will and mediator
support. 
He hopes new proposals will drive
action, with both leaders urging
external pressure on Hamas for
humanitarian aid and peace. Burns
also backed the two-state solution
but no questions were raised about
the US's double standards—hosting
ICC-wanted Benjamin Netanyahu
while pushing other nations to
arrest Putin on an ICC warrant. This
highlights the hypocrisy in the US
approach to international
justice.Regarding Iran, Moore
expressed concern about potential
retaliation for the assassination of
Qasem Soleimani. “We shouldn’t let
our guard down regarding the type
of activity Iran might pursue,” he
cautioned, citing Iran’s history of
destabilising actions and support for
militant groups. But the overthrow
of Mosaddegh, the shooting down
of Iran Air Flight 655, and unilat-
eral sanctions show the real picture. 
The discussion then shifted to the
strategic challenge posed by China.
Burns and Moore both under-
scored that China remains a top pri-

ority for their respective agencies.
“The CIA has reorganised to reflect
this priority,” Burns noted, high-
lighting a significant increase in
resources dedicated to addressing
China’s challenges. Despite eco-
nomic difficulties in China, Moore
observed that Xi Jinping remains a
powerful and ambitious leader,
making understanding China cru-
cial for global strategic
dynamics.Burns and Moore dis-
cussed the transformative role of AI
in intelligence operations, with
Moore emphasising its use in data
analysis and counterterrorism, while
Burns stressed the importance of
maintaining open channels with
China. They highlighted the need
to balance AI advancements with
human oversight. 
Their public appearance reflects a
shift in Western strategy, focusing
more on leadership than on tradi-
tional destabilisation tactics. With
the US elections approaching, it is
clear that a broader alliance is
working to secure Vice President
Kamala Harris's victory against her
main contender, Donald Trump. In
his book, The Back Channel, Burns
comments on Trump, stating, “In
the age of Trump, America is
diminished, the president’s world-
view smaller and meaner, the world
full of difficult currents.” The
entire discussion highlights how the
absence of decisive political leader-
ship is not only eroding the system
but also accelerating the West’s
decline. This decline follows decades
of destabilizing nations in the
Global South and Europe to main-
tain hegemony, which is now crack-
ing. This situation goes beyond the
simplistic notion of new adversaries
emerging against the West. It signi-
fies a profound awakening from the
deep-seated colonial legacies that
have long influenced many Asian,
African, and Latin American coun-
tries. Consequently, the old mantra
of manipulation, isolation, and
elimination may no longer work.

(The writer is a journalist and
author; Views are personal)

Last week, the heads of major
Western intelligence agencies made
a striking public appearance, first
with a provocative op-ed and then
in a high-profile interview with the

Financial Times editor. Although some
questions remained unanswered, their state-
ments provided critical insights into their
covert and overt operations. William Joseph
Burns, Director of the CIA, and Richard Peter
Moore, head of MI6/SIS, both distinguished
diplomats before their current roles, assert-
ed with conviction that their organisations
are more formidable than ever. Their strong
professional alliance highlights a key strat-
egy: confronting their main adversaries,
Russia and China. This unprecedented pub-
lic engagement reflects Sun Tzu’s strategic
principle from The Art of War: “Appear weak
when you are strong, and strong when you
are weak.” So, who is truly weak? Is this a per-
fect example of Orwellian doublespeak in the
era of Artificial General Intelligence? The
nuances of their statements suggest an
intriguing answer when read between the
lines.
This marks the first joint public appearance
by Burns and Moore since their appoint-
ments, though separately they have spoken
occasionally in public gatherings, signalling
a departure from the traditionally more
secretive approach of their predecessors. This
dramatic ‘openness’ may be part of a broad-
er strategy to project strength and capabil-
ity in a shifting global power dynamic. Their
commentary suggests that Western hegemo-
ny is waning, and those within the system
must awaken and confront Russia before
China is brought into the strategic equation,
challenging the rise of Asia and the Global
South. The article’s audacious claim, if accu-
rate, that “We have no more trusted or
esteemed allies,” starkly reveals the widen-
ing chasm among their partners. 
This intensifying polarization is driven by ris-
ing discontent with the United States and the
United Kingdom, whose actions have exac-
erbated global crises and dragged others into
worsening conflicts. Burns and Moore
emphasised the crucial role of transparen-
cy in the 21st century and democratic sys-
tems, noting that public engagement is key
to demonstrating their agencies' priorities
and building trust. 
Burns highlighted the importance of visibil-
ity for attracting talent and enhancing pub-
lic understanding of their work. The discus-
sion also revealed the deep collaboration
between their agencies, which has been
instrumental in global events, such as pro-
viding early warnings about the war in
Ukraine. Moore praised their joint efforts and
the "best athlete model," where the most suit-
able agency handles specific operations,
showcasing a high level of trust and effec-
tiveness.They also addressed broader geopo-
litical issues, noting the threat posed by the
cooperation among China, Russia, Iran, and
North Korea. While these nations share mil-
itary technology, their collaboration is
described as pragmatic rather than value-
based, unlike the alliances within the
Western intelligence community. Burns and
Moore mentioned the lack of direct evidence
of weapon transfers from China to Russia
and the stalled status of the gas pipeline from
Russia to China, attributing its likely incom-
pletion to sanctions and shifting geopoliti-
cal factors. 
However, they offered no new information
on the widely reported Nord Stream pipeline
sabotage, where it was suggested the CIA had
prior knowledge. Regarding the increasing
military cooperation between Russia and
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The UK on Friday attacked
Russia for “completely

baseless” claims that its diplo-
mats were engaged in spying
after Moscow revoked the
accreditation of six British
officials said to have left the
country some weeks ago.
The Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office
(FCDO) said the UK remains
“unapologetic” about protect-
ing its national interests as it
dismissed allegations made
by Russia’s FSB security ser-
vice. The news comes as
British Prime Minister Sir
Keir Starmer arrived in
Washington for talks with US
President Joe Biden about the
war in Ukraine and whether to
give President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy the nod to fire
Western missiles at targets
inside Russia. “The accusa-
tions made today by the FSB
against our staff are com-
pletely baseless,” the FCDO
said in a statement on Friday.
“The Russian authorities
revoked the diplomatic accred-

itation of six UK diplomats in
Russia last month following an
action taken by the UK gov-
ernment in response to
Russian state-directed activi-
ty across Europe and in the
UK. We are unapologetic
about protecting our national
interests,” it added.
The FSB said the six British

diplomats had shown signs of
conducting intelligence and
were tasked with inflicting a
“strategic defeat on our coun-
try”. In a Telegram post,
Russian Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Maria
Zakharova said Moscow “fully
share[s] the assessments”
made by the FSB on the activ-
ities of the diplomats.
“The British embassy has gone
far beyond the limits outlined
by the Vienna Conventions
[UN treaty on diplomatic rela-
tions],” she said. An FSB offi-
cer told Russian media that
“hints” to “stop this practice
[of gathering intelligence]”
were not heeded. The securi-
ty service added that it would
revoke accreditation from
more British diplomats if they

were found to be involved in
similar activity. The diplo-
mats involved were named
and pictured on Russian state
TV earlier on Friday.
The expulsion of diplomats on
all sides has become com-
mon practice since the Russia-
Ukraine conflict broke out in
February 2022. According to
rules set out by the United
Nations (UN), diplomatic
accreditation is given by a
host nation to recognise the
status of another country’s
staff. Diplomatic accredita-
tion is essential for an official
based as a diplomat in any
country.
Earlier this week, UK Foreign
Secretary David Lammy and
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken made a first-ever joint
visit to Kyiv as a precursor to
the Starmer-Biden talks.
“The UK’s support to Ukraine
is unwavering. Our commit-
ment of over GBP 600 million
worth of support is the latest
instalment in our enduring
support to Ukraine. This will
provide vital support to
Ukrainians as they continue to

endure relentless Russian
attacks,” said Lammy.
“Alongside the United States,
we are committed to giving
Ukraine what it needs to resist
Russia’s illegal invasion. Their
fight for freedom, liberty and
democracy is also a fight for
British, European, and global
security. With the US, we
stand firmly with Ukraine for
as long as it takes,” he said.
Since February 2022, the UK
claims to have provided GBP
695 million in bilateral non-
military support alongside
USD 2.5 billion in fiscal sup-
port (loan guarantees), which
will rise to USD 5 billion by
2027.
Ukraine is hoping to get the
go-ahead to use British-made
Storm Shadow missiles against
targets in Russia. Meanwhile,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has told the country’s
state television that North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO) countries would be
“at war” with Russia if the West
allowed Ukraine to use long-
range missiles against its ter-
ritory.
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The U.S. has approved $165
million in weapons sales to

Israel to fund heavy-duty tank
trailers, the State Department
announced Thursday. 

The systems include spare
and repair parts, tool kits and
technical and logistics sup-
port. They are not expected to
be delivered until 2027. 

Earlier this year, the U.S.
announced a mammoth $20
billion weapons support pack-
age for Israel to include F-15
fighter jets. Like the tank trail-
ers, those systems will not be
delivered for several years and
will not affect current Israeli
military operations amid its 11-
month-old war against Hamas
militants in Gaza. 

The Biden administration
has had to balance its contin-
ued support for Israel with a
growing number of calls from
lawmakers and the public to
curb military support there
due to the high number of civil-
ian deaths in Gaza. It has
curbed one delivery of 2,000-
pound bombs amid continued
airstrikes by Israel in densely
populated civilian areas in
Gaza. 
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Newton (US) (AP): A pro-
Israel rally in a Boston suburb
turned violent on Thursday
evening when a passerby was
shot during a scuffle after con-
fronting a group of demon-
strators, authorities said.  Police
were called at 6:40 p.m. to the
scene of what they described as
a small rally in Newton. Words
were exchanged before a
passerby rapidly crossed the
street and tackled one of the
demonstrators, Middlesex
County District Attorney
Marian Ryan said.
“A scuffle ensued. During that
scuffle, the individual who had
come across the street was
shot by a member of the
demonstrating group,” Ryan
said during a news conference
late Thursday.Scott Hayes, 47,
of Framingham, was arrested
on charges of assault and bat-
tery with a dangerous weapon
and violation of a constitutional

right causing injury. He is
scheduled to be arraigned in
district court Friday, Ryan said.
The shooting victim, who was
not identified, was being treat-
ed at a hospital for life-threat-
ening injuries, Ryan said.
Acting Newton Police Chief
George McMains asked wit-
nesses to provide investigators
with photos or videos of the
confrontation. He said police
would provide extra patrols at
“houses of worship” over the
next several days. Newton
Mayor Ruthanne Fuller called
the shooting a “frightening
incident” and asked for every-
one to remain calm as police
investigate. 
“I know people will have a lot
of questions, and we will share
information with Newtonians
and the press when we are
able,” Fuller said. “It’s really
early stages of an active inves-
tigation.” 
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Berlin (AP): An alleged Islamic
extremist has been arrested in
connection with plotting an
attack on German soldiers dur-
ing their lunch break in
Munich, killing as many of
them as possible and causing a
feeling of insecurity among
the larger population, author-
ities said on Friday.
The 27-year-old Syrian is a sus-
pected supporter of radical
Islamic ideology, according to
the Munich public prosecutor’s
office. The suspect procured
two machetes, each about 40
centimeters (15.75 inches) long,
earlier this month, and alleged-
ly planned to attack the soldiers
with them. The suspect was
brought before a judge on
Friday following his arrest a day
earlier, the prosecutor’s office
said in a statement. His name
was not released in line with
German privacy rules. The
arrest comes after an August 23
attack in Solingen that left
three people dead and eight
wounded. A 26-year-old Syrian
suspect was arrested. He was an
asylum-seeker who was sup-
posed to be deported to
Bulgaria last year but report-
edly disappeared for a time and
avoided deportation.
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Washington (AP): The Justice
Department is preparing criminal charges
in connection with an Iranian hack that
targeted Donald Trump’s presidential
campaign, two people familiar with the
matter said Thursday.
It was not immediately clear when the

charges might be announced or whom
precisely they will target, but they would
be the result of an FBI investigation into
an intrusion that investigators across
multiple agencies quickly linked to an
Iranian effort to influence this year’s U.S.
presidential election. The prospect of

criminal charges comes as the
Justice Department has warned
about countries including Russia
and China seeking to meddle in
the presidential election between
Trump and Democratic nominee
Kamala Harris, including by hack-
ing and using covert social media
campaigns designed to shape

public opinion.Iran “is making a
greater effort to influence this
year’s election than it has in prior
election cycles and that Iranian
activity is growing increasingly
aggressive as this election nears,”
Assistant Attorney General
Matthew Olsen, said in a speech
Thursday in New York. 
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Aircraft assembly workers
walked off the job early

Friday at Boeing factories near
Seattle and elsewhere after
union members voted
overwhelmingly to go on strike
and reject a tentative contract
that would have increased
wages by 25 per cent over four
years.  The strike started at
12:01 a.m. PDT, less than three
hours after the local branch of
the International Association
of Machinists and Aerospace
Workers announced 94.6 per
cent of voting workers rejected
the proposed contract and 96
per cent approved the work
stoppage, easily surpassing a
two-thirds requirement. The
labour action involves 33,000
Boeing machinists, most of
them in Washington state, and
is expected to shut down
production of the company’s
best-selling airline planes. The
strike will not affect

commercial flights but
represents another setback for
the aerospace giant, whose
reputation and finances have
been battered by
manufacturing problems and
multiple federal investigations
this year. The striking
machinists assemble the 737
Max, Boeing’s best-selling
airliner, along with the 777, or
“triple-seven” jet, and the 767
cargo plane at factories in
Renton and Everett,
Washington. The walkout
likely will not stop production
of Boeing 787 Dreamliners,
which are built by nonunion
workers in South Carolina.

Outside the Renton factory,
people stood with signs
reading, “Historic contract my
ass” and “Have you seen the
damn housing prices?” Car
horns honked and a boom box
played songs such as Twisted
Sister’s “We’re Not Gonna Take
It” and Taylor Swift’s “Look
What You Made Me Do.”

The machinists make USD 75,608 per year
on average, not counting overtime, and that
would rise to USD 106,350 at the end of the
four-year contract, according to Boeing.
However, the deal fell short of the union’s

initial demand for pay raises of 40 per cent
over three years. The union also wanted to
restore traditional pensions that were axed
a decade ago but settled for an increase in
new Boeing contributions of up to USD
4,160 per worker to employee 401(k)
retirement accounts.

Under the rejected contract, workers
would have received USD 3,000 lump sum
payments and a reduced share of health
care costs. Boeing also had met a key union
demand by agreeing to build its next new
plane in Washington state.
Several workers said they considered the

wage offer inadequate and were upset by a
recent company decision to change the
criteria on which annual bonuses are paid.
Toolmaker John Olson, 45, said he has
received a 2 per cent percent raise during
his six years at Boeing.
“The last contract we negotiated was 16

years ago and the company is basing the
wage increases off of wages from 16 years
ago,” Olson said. “They don’t even keep up
with the cost of inflation that is currently
happening right now.”

Boeing responded to the strike
announcement by saying it was “ready to
get back to the table to reach a new
agreement”.
“The message was clear that the tentative

agreement we reached with IAM
leadership was not acceptable to the
members. We remain committed to
resetting our relationship with our
employees and the union,” the company
said in a statement.
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Afake video that ricocheted
across the internet claiming

tensions between France and
the United Arab Emirates after
Telegram CEO Pavel Durov’s
detention in Paris likely came
from Russia, an analysis by The
Associated Press shows, despite
Moscow’s efforts to maintain
crucial ties to the UAE. It
remains unclear why Russian
operatives would choose to
publish such a video falsely
claiming the Emirates halted a
French arms sale, which
appears to be the first noticeable
effort by Moscow to target the
UAE with a disinformation
campaign.
The Emirates remains one of
the few locations to still have
direct flights to Moscow, while

Russian money has flooded
into Dubai’s booming real estate
market since President
Vladimir Putin launched his
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022.
France, however, remains one

of the key backers of Ukraine
and its President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy as the war grinds on.
Meanwhile, Russia likely
remains highly interested in
what happens to Telegram, an
app believed to be used widely
by its military in the war and
one that’s also been used by
activists in the past. And the
move comes amid concerns in
the United States over Russia,
Iran and China interfering in
the upcoming US presidential
election. Russia’s Embassy in
Washington did not respond to
a request for comment.

The fake video began circulat-
ing online August 27, bearing
the logos of the Qatar-based
satellite news network Al
Jazeera and attempting to copy
the channel’s style. It falsely
claimed the Emirati govern-
ment had halted a previously
announced purchase of 80
Rafale fighter jets from France
worth 16 billion euros (USD 18
billion) at the time, the largest-
ever French weapons contract
for export.
It also sought to link Dubai’s

ruler and his crown prince son
to the decision, as Durov holds
an Emirati passport and has
lived in Dubai.
Such a decision, however, was
never made. The UAE and
France maintain close rela-
tions, with the French military
operating a naval base in the

country. French warplanes and
personnel also are stationed in
a major facility outside the
Emirati capital, Abu Dhabi.

Reached for comment, Al
Jazeera told the AP that the
footage was “fake and we refute
this attribution to the media
network”. The network never
aired any such claim when
reporting on Durov’s detention
as well, according to an AP
check. On the social platform X,
a note later appended by the
company to some posts with
the video identified it as
“manipulated media”.
The video also appeared to seek
to exploit the low-level suspi-
cion still gripping the Gulf
Arab states following the years-
long Qatar diplomatic crisis by
falsely attributing it to the news
network. 
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Domestic passenger
vehicle wholesales

declined by about 2 per cent
year-on-year in August as
companies curtailed
dispatches to reduce
inventory at dealers amid a
drop in demand.
According to data issued by
the industry body Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM), the
total passenger vehicle
dispatches in the domestic
market stood at 3,52,921
units last month compared to
3,59,228 vehicles in August
2023, a dip of 1.8 per cent.

Two-wheeler wholesales rose
9 per cent to 17,11,662 units
last month against 15,66,594
units in the year-ago period,
it added. Scooter dispatches

last month climbed to
6,06,250 units from 5,49,290
units in August 2023, a
growth of 10 per cent.
Similarly, motorcycle

dispatches from companies to
dealers increased by 8 per
cent to 10,60,866 units last
month from 9,80,809 units in
August 2023.
The total three-wheeler sales
grew 8 per cent to 69,962
units last month against
64,944 units a year ago.
“Looking ahead, as the
country enters the festive
season, demand for vehicles
is expected to grow, which
will also be duly augmented
by the recent announcements
of PM E-DRIVE and PM-
eBus Sewa Schemes of
Government of India,” SIAM
Director General Rajesh
Menon said.
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India’s bioeconomy has
experienced significant

growth, reaching a valuation
of USD 151 billion by the end
of 2023, according to a new
report, which said that the
surge highlights the
bioeconomy’s critical role in
national development,
contributing 4.25 per cent to
the country’s GDP and
positioning India among the
top five global bioeconomies.
The report, prepared by the
Biotechnology Industry
Research Assistance Council
(BIRAC) and the Association
of Biotechnology Led
Enterprises (ABLE), outlines
transformative advances
across biotechnology,
agricultural innovation,
healthcare, and
biomanufacturing, driving the
sector’s expansion. It was
released during a session at
the Global Bio-India Summit
2024. The report said that
India’s bioeconomy has
experienced significant
growth, reaching a valuation
of USD 151 billion by the end
of 2023. “This surge
highlights the bioeconomy’s
critical role in national
development, contributing
4.25 per cent to the country’s
GDP and positioning India
among the top five global
bioeconomies,” it said.
One of the major drivers of

this growth has been the
BioE3 (Biotechnology for
Economy, Environment, and
Employment) Policy, the
report said, noting that the
policy focuses on bio-based
chemicals, precision
biotherapeutics, climate-
resilient agriculture, and
advanced research in marine
and space technologies.
Rajesh S Gokhale, Secretary
DBT, Chairman BIRAC &
DG-BRIC said the India
bioeconomy report 2024,
launched at the 4th edition of
Global Bio India, marks a
pivotal moment in India’s
journey to becoming a global
leader in biotechnology.
“The report underscores
India’s bioeconomy growth
from USD 10 billion in 2014
to USD 151 billion by 2023,
driven by rising demand for
vaccines and
biopharmaceuticals. With the
new BioE3 Policy, we are
poised to accelerate this
momentum, aiming to reach
USD 300 billion by 2030. This
report sets the foundation for
India’s bio-revolution and
highlights our path towards
global leadership in
biotechnology,” Gokhale told
PTI. The report also
emphasises the use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in
biomanufacturing, with plans
to create biomanufacturing
and Bio-AI hubs. These
efforts are expected to create

new employment
opportunities, particularly in
tier-II and tier-III cities, while
supporting the integration of
biotechnology across various
industries, the report said.
The Bioindustrial sector
remains the largest
contributor to India’s
bioeconomy, accounting for
USD 72.6 billion or 48.09 per
cent of the total market, the
report said. This
sector includes biofuels,
bioplastics, and enzymatic
applications in industries such
as textiles and detergents.
Biofuels, in particular, have
seen a sharp rise, with ethanol
production capacity
increasing to 13.8 billion litres
in 2023, making India the
world’s third-largest producer
of ethanol. The
Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP)
programme, which promotes
domestic ethanol production,
has been central to reducing
India’s dependency on
imported fuels and enhancing
energy security, the report
added. The biopharma
sector also saw impressive
growth, contributing USD
53.8 billion or 35.65 per cent
to the bioeconomy. India’s
vaccine manufacturing
capacity continues to be a
global leader, with companies
like Serum Institute of India
(SII) producing over 3 billion
doses annually. Major
breakthroughs, such as the
R21/Matrix-M malaria
vaccine and India’s first
quadrivalent Human
Papillomavirus (HPV)
vaccine, have highlighted
India’s prowess in vaccine
production. The
diagnostics and medical
devices segment, which grew
to USD 19.4 billion, has also
played a crucial role in
addressing healthcare
challenges, particularly
through advancements in
early disease detection and
personalized medicine, the
report said.
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American automaker Ford on Friday
said it is preparing to utilise its

Chennai manufacturing plant to roll out
vehicles for exports and has intimated
the same to the Tamil Nadu government.

The company which in 2021
had said that it would stop
manufacturing vehicles in India, has
submitted a Letter of Intent (LOI) to the
Tamil Nadu government, confirming its
intention to utilise the Chennai plant for

manufacturing for exports. The
announcement follows a meeting
between Ford leadership and Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin as part of
his visit to the United States, Ford said in
a statement.
“This step aims to underscore our
ongoing commitment to India as we
intend to leverage the manufacturing
expertise available in Tamil Nadu to
serve new global markets,” Ford
International Markets Group President
Kay Hart said. Ford said the

strategic move will see the facility
repurposed to focus on manufacturing
for export to global markets, as part of
the company’s ambitious ‘Ford+ growth
plan’. It, however, said further
information about the type of
manufacturing and other details will be
disclosed in due course.
Ford said its latest announcement
reaffirms the company’s commitment to
India as a critical market for its global
operations.
The company currently employs 12,000
individuals in Global Business
Operations in Tamil Nadu, a number
expected to grow by 2,500 to 3,000 jobs
within the next three years, it added.
“Combined with the engine
manufacturing operations in Sanand,
India represents Ford’s second-largest
salaried workforce worldwide,” the
company said.
In September 2021, after nearly three

decades of struggling to make a mark in
India, Ford Motor Co had announced
that it would stop vehicle production at
its two plants in the country and will sell
only imported vehicles going ahead, as
part of a restructuring exercise.
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The rupee witnessed range-
bound trade and settled

for the day higher by 6 paise at
83.90 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Friday supported
by weakening of the American
currency in the overseas
market and significant foreign
fund inflows. Forex
traders said rupee trade was
range-bound as the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) is
maintaining a firm grip on the
domestic currency.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 83.92 and
witnessed an intraday high of
83.85 and a low of 83.98
against the American
currency. The domestic unit

finally settled for the day at
83.90 (provisional), higher by
6 paise over its previous close.
On Thursday, the local unit
settled 3 paise higher at 83.96
against the US
dollar.Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, was
down 0.46 per cent to 100.90
points.Brent crude, the
international benchmark,
gained 1.03 per cent to USD
72.71 per barrel in futures
trade.
In the domestic equity
market, the 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 71.77 points,
or 0.09 per cent, to close at
82,890.94 points, while the
Nifty fell 32.40 points, or 0.13
per cent, to 25,356.50

points.Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net
buyers in the capital markets
on Thursday, as they
purchased shares worth Rs
7,695.00 crore, according to
exchange data.
On the domestic
macroeconomic front, retail
inflation in August inched up
to 3.65 per cent, though
vegetables and pulses
witnessed price rise in double
digits, according to official
data released on Thursday.
India’s industrial production
output decelerated to 4.8 per
cent year-on-year in July 2024,
mainly due to poor
performance of the
manufacturing and mining
sectors, as per official data
released on Thursday.
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Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty took a

breather on Friday after a
record rally in the previous
session and ended marginally
lower on the emergence of
profit-taking. In a
volatile trade, the 30-share
BSE Sensex fell by 71.77
points or 0.09 per cent to
close at 82,890.94. During
the day, it dived 309.49
points or 0.37 per cent to

82,653.22. 
The NSE Nifty dropped 32.40
points or 0.13 per cent to
25,356.50. A d a n i
Ports was the biggest loser in
the Sensex pack, declining
1.37 per cent, followed by
ITC, Bharti Airtel, NTPC,
Maruti, Asian Paints, Sun
Pharma, Power Grid,
Hindustan Unilever and
Larsen & Toubro. I n
contrast, Bajaj Finserv, Bajaj
Finance, IndusInd Bank, Tata
Steel, Axis Bank and Tech

Mahindra were among the
gainers. In Asian markets,
Tokyo and Shanghai settled
lower, while Seoul and Hong
Kong ended in positive
territory.
“The market took a breather
and ended on a flat note after
the previous day’s sharp
uptick. Despite domestic CPI
inflation being within the
RBI’s target band, the
increase in food prices may
influence the central bank to
remain prudent on rates. 

“Higher liquidity from FIIs
to the domestic market and a
slide in US 10-year yield
increased the prospects of
the FED rate cut, which will
aid domestic sentiment,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services. Retail inflation in
August inched up to 3.65 per
cent, though vegetables and
pulses witnessed price rise in
double digits, according to
official data released on
Thursday.

The retail inflation based on
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI), however, remained
below the Reserve Bank’s
median target of 4 per cent
for the second month in a
row. It was at a five-year low
of 3.6 per cent in July. 
The headline inflation was
6.83 per cent in August 2023.

European markets
were trading higher in the
mid-session deals. The US
markets ended with gains on
Thursday.
A sharp fag-end rally on
Thursday drove the BSE
benchmark to the 83,000
level for the first time. The
barometer surged 1,593.03
points or 1.95 per cent to hit
its lifetime intra-day peak of
83,116.19. The index ended
at a record high of 82,962.71,
up by 1,439.55 points or 1.77
per cent.
The NSE Nifty surged 470.45
points or 1.89 per cent to
settle at a record closing high
of 25,388.90. 
The benchmark hit its fresh
all-time intra-day high of
25,433.35, a jump of 514.9
points or 2 per cent.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought
equities worth Rs 7,695 crore
on Thursday, according to
exchange data. G l o b a l
oil benchmark Brent crude
climbed 1.03 per cent to
72.71 a barrel.
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The food ministry has
signed an agreement

with the state-run Food
Corporation of India (FCI)
for the 2024-25 fiscal year,
aiming to enhance
efficiency and
accountability in foodgrain
procurement and
distribution.
The MoU (Memorandum of
Understanding) sets specific
performance benchmarks,
including metrics for FCI
depots, and outlines
accountability measures to
optimise public fund usage
in food security operations.
“Depot efficiency
parameters like capacity
utilization, operational
losses, security measures,
and modernisation of
processes are part of the
p e r f o r m a n c e
benchmarking,” the
ministry said in a statement.
This initiative underscores
the government’s
commitment to refining the
Public Distribution System
(PDS) and ensuring
efficient management of
food subsidy funds through
improved FCI operations.
Established in 1965, FCI
handles the purchase,
storage, transport,
distribution, and sale of
foodgrains. 
It relies entirely on central
government food subsidies,
having no independent
income source.
“Such large public
expenditure must be
evaluated for cost-
effectiveness and value for
money. 
This requires benchmarking
critical operational
parameters and establishing
institutional accountability,”
the ministry added.

Markets breathe marginally low after record rally

Indian bioeconomy hits USD 151 billion,
contributes 4.25 per cent to GDP
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The Government has
introduced stringent

regulations mandating the
use of fire-resistant
upholstery fabrics in non-
domestic furniture, a move
expected to improve public
safety with respect to fire-
related tragedies.
Effective from October, the
Quality Control Order
(QCO) now requires all
upholstery components used
at public spaces to comply
with the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) norms.
The QCO applies to
upholstered composites and
fabrics used in non-domestic
furniture found in public
areas such as offices, malls,
airports, restaurants,
underground shopping

complexes, museums,
hospitals, places of worship,
and educational institutions.
The order is also applicable
on all imports of complete
furniture or sub-assemblies
having upholstered fabric
meant for public use,

however relaxation till March
31, 2025 has been provided
on the request of industry.
“This decisive action
underscores the government’s
commitment to enhancing
fire safety in public spaces
and ensuring that all non-

domestic furniture meets the
highest standards of quality
and safety, thereby
safeguarding lives and
property,” an official
statement by the Ministry of
Textiles said.
QCOs are part of the
government’s broader
strategy to ensure quality and
safety in critical products.
“While BIS certification is
voluntary for many products,
compliance with these
standards for strategic items
like fire-retardant upholstery
is now compulsory. 
This regulation is a
significant step towards
creating safer public spaces
and ensuring that the
furniture used in these
environments meets the
highest safety standards,” the
statement said. 
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Fair trade watchdog CCI
has selected the

Management Development
Institute Society (MDIS) to
conduct a market study on
artificial intelligence and
competition that will
examine various aspects,
including potential
competition issues in the AI
ecosystems.
In April this year, the
Competition Commission of
India (CCI) had issued a
request for proposal to
conduct the market study on
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and Competition.
The Gurugram-based MDIS
has been engaged to conduct
the study that will seek to
understand certain key AI
ecosystems, including

stakeholders, resources, value
chains, market structures and
parameters of competition,

CCI said in a release on
Friday.
It will also examine the

emerging and potential
competition issues in these
markets/ecosystems as well as
look at the scope and nature
of AI applications/use cases,
and assess associated
opportunities, risks and
ramifications from a
competition standpoint.
Among other aspects, the
study will focus on the
existing and evolving
regulatory/legal frameworks
governing AI systems and
applications in India and
other major jurisdictions.
Earlier this year, in an
interview to PTI, CCI
Chairperson Ravneet Kaur
said AI and machine learning
can drive efficiency and
innovation but also raise
concerns related to market
concentration and potential
anti-competitive behaviour. 
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Food ministry inks
pact with FCI to boost
grain operation
efficiency
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Photography has a unique
power - it can transport
individuals to places they

might never visit in person. It
captures moments that might
otherwise go unseen, offering
glimpses into worlds that,
though distant, feel deeply
familiar. Lokesh Tuli, a
talented photographer with a
keen eye for detail, has created
such an experience with his
latest exhibition, “Visions of
Japan: Cultural Mosaic,”at the
Japan Foundation in New
Delhi. This exhibition, a
highlight of Japan Month
celebrations, is not just a
collection of photographs but a
doorway into the heart of
Japan’s cultural and artistic
soul.
Walking through Tuli’s
exhibition feels like stepping
into a different world, one
shaped by subtlety, grace and
an eye for the beauty in the
everyday. What stands out
most about this collection is
not only its technical brilliance
but its emotional depth. Tuli’s
work goes beyond
photography, each image
represents a conversation
between the viewer and Japan’s
spirit, a dialogue that feels both
personal and profoundly
universal. His monochrome
photographs, with their play of
light and shadow, evoke a quiet
elegance that is rare in today’s
fast-paced, often over-
saturated visual culture.

There is a profound sense of
patience in Tuli’s work,
showcasing his dedication to
waiting for the perfect moment
that reveals a deep respect and
understanding of his subject.
His work is about more than
just capturing beautiful scenes,
it’s about finding the
extraordinary in the ordinary.
In “Moments,” he captures a
quiet exchange between two
people that feels deeply
personal yet universal. “Old
Timer” celebrates the grace
and dignity of aging, while
“Walking the Lane” invites
viewers to stroll down a
peaceful Japanese street. “The
Silent Ride” transports viewers
to a moment of stillness, and

“Smoke and Steel” uses
monochrome to turn a simple
plume of smoke into
something almost divine. One
of the highlights of the
exhibition is “Whisper,” a rare
coloured photograph that
breaks the monochrome
theme, adding a burst of
vibrancy and offering a fresh
perspective. Each piece is more
than just a photograph, it’s a
story waiting to be told, a
moment captured in time that
invites viewers to step inside
and feel what it’s like to be
there.
Visions of Japan: Cultural
Mosaic serves as a reminder of
the transformative power of
art. It demonstrates that

photography, at its best, is not
just about capturing a scene
but about revealing its essence.
Tuli’s work invites viewers to
look beyond the surface and
find beauty in places they
might otherwise overlook. It’s a
call to slow down, appreciate
the small details and find
meaning in moments that
often pass unnoticed. In a
world that frequently favours
the bold and the obvious, Tuli’s
exhibition offers a quiet, gentle
reminder of the power of
subtlety and grace. It’s a
journey worth taking, not only
for lovers of photography but
for anyone who seeks to see the
world a little differently.
The exhibition features 40
stunning black-and-white
photographs, each a limited-
edition piece that will never be
reproduced. Every image is
carefully composed, capturing
the spirit of Japan in a way that
feels both timeless and
immediate. Through his lens,
Tuli explores the beauty of
Japan’s streets, the mystery of
its public spaces and the
vibrancy of everyday life. His
work is inspired by wabi-sabi, a
Japanese concept that finds
beauty in imperfection and the
fleeting moments of life.
Walking through the
exhibition feels like stepping
into Japan itself. Each
photograph tells its own story-
stories that are intimate yet
speak to something larger

about the human experience.
What makes this exhibition
truly special is the meticulous
attention to detail that extends
beyond the photographs
themselves. Every aspect of the
experience has been
thoughtfully curated to create a
deeper connection to Japanese
culture. The collaboration with
Panasonic Lumix reflects the
precision and quality behind
each image, while 100-150
beautifully produced
catalogues are available for
visitors to take home, allowing
them to revisit the art long
after they’ve left the gallery. To
further immerse visitors, the
exhibition includes a sake-
tasting event for select guests,
adding a sensory element to
the visual journey. There’s also
a cultural quiz designed to
engage visitors and deepen
their understanding of Japan’s
rich traditions and modern
spirit.
“Visions of Japan: Cultural
Mosaic” is more than just a
photo exhibit; it’s an invitation
to pause and truly appreciate
the world. It uncovers beauty
in the most unexpected places,
from quiet exchanges between
people to the interplay of
shadows on a wall. Tuli’s work
portrays Japan in a deeply
personal yet universally
accessible way, creating
connections across cultures
and encouraging thoughtful
reflection. The exhibition
allows visitors to immerse
themselves in a world where
every detail and moment is
rich with meaning, where light
and shadow tell their own
stories and where even the
smallest instances resonate
deeply. As viewers leave, they
are likely to feel a profound
connection to Japan’s essence,
finding beauty not only in
distant scenes but in their
everyday lives. “Visions of
Japan: Cultural Mosaic” is
more than an art display, it’s a
moving journey into the heart
of a culture and a reminder of
the powerful way photography
can bring us all closer together.
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The Human Touch Foundation’s
cultural initiative, Sanskriti
Sannivesh, brought an
extraordinary evening of

Indian classical art to
life at the Stein

Au d i t o r i u m ,
India Habitat

Centre, New Delhi.
This highly anticipated event, organised by

the Greater Noida-based NGO,
showcased a spellbinding performance

of Natya-Katha KRSHNA by Dr Sonal
Mansingh, a cultural icon, former

Member of Parliament (Rajya
Sabha), celebrated for her lifetime
contributions to Indian classical
dance.
The highlight of the evening
was Dr. Sonal Mansingh’s
performance, Natya-Katha
KRSHNA, which enthralled
the audience with episodes
from Lord Krishna’s life.
From the divine child
Krishna stealing butter
and teasing the gopis, to

the epic moment where he lifted
Mount Govardhan to protect the
people of Gokul from Lord Indra’s
wrath, each episode was a showcase of
Mansingh’s unmatched abhinaya
(expressive acting) and narrative

brilliance. Her performance also brought
to life Krishna’s encounter with the Kaliya

serpent, his slaying of his uncle
Kansa, and his eventual move
to Dwaraka, ending with the
poignant story of his reunion
with his childhood friend,
Sudama. The stories, steeped
in lessons of duty, trust, and
friendship, were presented
with grace, wit, and emotional
depth.
Dr. Mansingh’s command over
multiple languages-Hindi,
Gujarati, Marathi, Oriya, and
English-added further layers to
the performance, as she
effortlessly weaved bhajans,
shlokas, and poems into the
narrative. Her disciples
accompanied her with striking
dance interludes, and the visual
richness of miniature artworks

projected on-screen enhanced
the audience’s immersion in
the tales of Krishna. Vocal and
instrumental support from a
talented ensemble of
accompanists elevated the
experience further, creating a
seamless blend of music,
dance, and storytelling.
The performance left the
audience in awe, who
responded with a thunderous
standing ovation. The event
concluded with a felicitation
ceremony, where Dr Sonal
Mansingh was honored by
Former President on India,
Hon’ble Shri Ram Nath
Kovind. Dr Upasana Singh,
Founder of Human Touch
Foundation, expressed her

gratitude to the distinguished
guests and audience,
recognising the significance of
cultural events like Sanskriti
Sannivesh in promoting India’s
cultural and artistic legacy.
Reflecting on the evening and
her journey of over 60 years,
Mansingh shared, “Krishna has
been my lifelong companion,
though enigmatic and at times
inscrutable.” The former
President commented, “Sonal
ji’s performance made us all
proud.”
The Human Touch
Foundation, under the
guidance of Dr Upasana Singh,
has long been committed to
advancing social equity and
cultural awareness. Through
Sanskriti Sannivesh, the
foundation aims to promote
Indian art and traditions while
working on key societal issues
such as workplace inequality,
sexual harassment, and
environmental sustainability.
Dr. Singh’s leadership has been
instrumental in the
foundation’s two-decade
journey toward social
transformation and equitable
growth. “We are committed to
reviving the rich cultural

heritage of the country and
would like to present the
talented artists from across the
country who haven’t got the
chance to showcase their
talent. It is our earnest
endeavour to provide  support
to people in need,” said
Upasana Singh
Dr Sonal Mansingh, an
illustrious figure in the world
of Indian classical dance, is a
recipient of the prestigious
Padma Vibhushan, India’s
second-highest civilian award.
With a career spanning over
six decades, she has been a
torchbearer of Bharatanatyam
and Odissi, using her art as a
medium to communicate
stories rooted in Indian
mythology, philosophy, and
spirituality. 
Beyond her dance,
Dr.Mansingh’s contributions as
a cultural ambassador, speaker,
and educator have enriched
India’s artistic landscape. Her
mastery over languages, music,
and literature, combined with
her deep understanding of
iconography and philosophy,
have made her a unique and
revered personality in the
cultural world.
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Some evenings stay in the
mind long after they’re
over, moments that leave

a mark on the heart. The
recent Soz Khwani
performance by Askari Naqvi
at the Kiran Nadar Museum
of Art was one such evening.
From the moment the
audience settled, there was a
visible sense of anticipation, a
shared expectation of
something extraordinary.
Naqvi took the stage with a
quiet, humble presence, his
demeanor reflecting the deep
responsibility of carrying
forward a tradition so rich
and meaningful. As he began
to sing, it became
immediately clear this was
more than just a
performance. Soz Khwani,
with its melodies and poetic
verses, is an ancient practice
of remembering grief, a way
of turning sorrow into
something sacred. Naqvi’s
voice seemed to carry not just
notes, but stories, memories
and emotions, each phrase a
bridge connecting the
audience to the distant, tragic
fields of Karbala.
There was a depth in his
voice, a gravity that pulled
everyone into a shared
experience of loss. This was
not just a musical event; it was
a collective meditation on the
nature of grief and
remembrance. The room
seemed to hold its breath,
each note touching
something deep and universal
within every listener. For
those moments, the
boundaries between past and
present, between individuals,
seemed to dissolve.
This event was part of a
broader collaboration with
the Italian Cultural Centre,
leading up to an exhibition in
Venice celebrating M.F.
Husain’s works, including his

evocative piece “The Battle of
Karbala.” Husain, with his
bold and expressive strokes,
seemed to find a perfect
companion in Naqvi’s
singing. Both the painter and
the singer were speaking the
same language of human
suffering, resilience and the
search for meaning -  one
through art, the other
through voice.
For those present, it wasn’t
just an artistic experience but
a profound reminder of art’s
power to connect people
across time and culture. In
that room, the sorrow of
Karbala became a shared
sorrow; the ancient grief felt
strikingly contemporary.
Observers felt moved by
Naqvi’s ability to evoke such
raw emotion with such
simplicity. It was a powerful
illustration of how, in a world
so often divided, an evening
like this could unite people
through a shared feeling.
When the final note faded, a
heavy, meaningful silence
filled the room. It was a
stillness filled with thought,
reflection and a quiet peace
that comes from touching
something eternal. Those
present could see that others
felt it too -  a rare, communal
moment of introspection.
The subsequent discussion at
the Italian Cultural Centre,
led by Prof. Chiara Rostagno
and Roobina Karode,

underscored how art in both
Italy and India has long
grappled with similar themes:
pain, hope and the human
condition. It was a reminder
that, whether through
paintings or poetry, art
continues to seek
understanding, connection,
and meaning.
Reflecting on the evening, it
became clear that it was more
than a cultural event — it was
an experience that resonated
deeply. It was a powerful
reminder of how a simple
song sung with sincerity can
reach across barriers, make
strangers feel less alone and
transform a room into a place
of healing.One guest captured
the essence of the evening
when they remarked, “There
was such sadness in his voice,
but also such beauty. It made
me feel less alone.” And
perhaps that is the true
purpose of art: to make the
vast, complicated world feel a
little smaller, a little more
connected.
This Soz Khwani left behind
more than memories; it left a
sense of connection and a
quiet peace that continues to
resonate. It was an evening to
be grateful for, one that
reminded everyone present of
the power of shared emotion
and the beauty of coming
together in moments of
collective reflection.
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A Soul-Stirring Evening
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Lando Norris is only one of Max
Verstappen’s problems at the

Azerbaijan Grand Prix. The other
is his own car. 
Verstappen needs to tame a car
he’s called a “monster” to hold off
Norris and defend his Formula 1
title, all while the Red Bull team’s
years of dominance in Formula 1
seem to be nearing their end.
Verstappen and Red Bull haven’t
won any of the last six races going
into the Azerbaijan Grand Prix on
Sunday.
Norris will now be favored by
McLaren over teammate Oscar
Piastri but will likely need some
big slip-ups from Verstappen or
Red Bull to overhaul the Dutch
driver’s 62-point lead in the last
eight races of 2024, 
The target is much closer in the
constructor’s standings, with the
McLaren team just eight points
behind Red Bull, so that lead
could change hands in Azerbaijan
on Sunday.
New rivals to Red Bull are
emerging, powered by Red Bull
expertise.
The departure of Red Bull’s car
design guru Adrian Newey to
Aston Martin is a sign of the long-
term ambition of a team backed
by billionaire Lawrence Stroll. 
Dubbed “the team of the future”

by driver Fernando Alonso, they
have an eye on designing a car to
exploit the new F1 regulations in
2026 - just like Newey did for Red
Bull in 2022. Aston Martin has
even signaled it would be open to
signing Verstappen, who has a
Red Bull contract through 2028.
Another key lieutenant to Red
Bull team principal Christian
Horner, sporting director
Jonathan Wheatley, is leaving at
the end of the season before
heading up the ambitious new
Audi works team arriving in 2026. 
More immediately, there simply
isn’t much room to improve Red
Bull’s once-dominant car.
McLaren and Mercedes seem to
have more stable, adaptable
designs.

The car “was basically on rails and
I could do whatever I wanted,”
enthused Verstappen after
winning the Chinese Grand Prix
in April, his fourth in five races at
the start of the season. Each
upgrade seems to have made the
car less stable and increased tire
wear.
“We basically went from a very
dominant car to an undriveable
car in the space of, what, six to
eight months?” he said in Italy.
Papaya rules’ confusionThe
confirmation that McLaren will
have a “bias” toward Lando
Norris over his teammate Oscar
Piastri from now on should boost
Norris’ title challenge. But key
questions remain unanswered.
Racing under the team’s vaguely

defined “papaya rules” - named
for McLaren’s orange color - at the
Italian Grand Prix, Norris and
Piastri started first and second but
neither got the win. 
Piastri overtook Norris early on,
allowing Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc
to get by too, and when Norris
and Piastri competed to set fast
lap times, it hurt their tires and let
Leclerc take a win with smart
strategy.
What “papaya rules” meant was
never fully explained, and the
team’s “bias” is almost as
mysterious.
Norris suggested Thursday that
Piastri would be expected to hand
over “lower positions” but would
keep a win if he was “deserving”
of it. Would there be repeat of the
scenes at the Hungarian Grand
Prix, when a team one-two was
marred by awkward radio pleas
for Norris to hand the lead back
to Piastri? Unclear.
Youngsters in the spotlightBritish
teenager Oliver Bearman is back
on the grid with Haas in Baku
after Kevin Magnussen was
suspended one race for picking
up too many penalty points in a
series of different incidents.
Bearman - who was seventh for
Ferrari at the Saudi Arabian
Grand Prix in March - is the
Formula 2 teammate of Kimi
Antonelli, who’s replacing 
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It is back to business for
Rohit Sharma’s side
following its much-

deserved month-long break,
as the team began its
preparations in right earnest
under new coach Gautam
Gambhir here on Friday, for
the upcoming two-Test series
against Bangladesh. 
With the first Test against
Bangladesh scheduled here
from September 19, the entire
squad, including Rohit and
batting stalwart Virat Kohli,
assembled at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium with
new bowling coach, South
African great Morne Morkel,
and batting coach Vikram
Rathour also in attendance.
BCCI posted images of the
first day of practice and

wrote, “The countdown starts
as Team India begin their
preps for an exciting home
season.”
The images showed the entire
squad listening attentively to
Gambhir, his support staff
and skipper Rohit.
Earlier, India skipper Rohit
arrived in Chennai on
Thursday, while Virat flew in
directly from London for the
opening Test.
Wearing a yellow jersey, Rohit
was seen emerging from the
airport escorted by security
personnel, in a PTI Video on
Thursday night, while Kohli
came from London in an
early-morning flight.
The likes of India pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah,
KL Rahul and wicketkeeper-
batter Rishabh Pant had
earlier reached the city on

Thursday.
The players are returning to
the field after a much-needed
break of more than a month
and would look to put behind
the disappointment of losing
the ODI series against Sri
Lanka in August and get back
to winning ways quickly
under Gambhir.
This will be India’s first Test
under Gambhir and his new
support staff, and it would be
interesting to see how Rohit’s
side approaches the game
against a Bangladesh side,
which is riding a wave
following their 2-0 Test series
win over Pakistan.
Vital World Test
Championship (WTC) points
are at stake in the two-match
series as India get ready for a
a gruelling 10-match Test
season, which also includes a

three-Test series at home
against New Zealand and the
five-match Border-Gavaskar
series later this year in
Australia.
India are currently heading
the table with 68.52
percentage points, while
Australia are a close second
with 62.50 percentage points.
Bangladesh have jumped to
fourth spot with 45.83
percentage points following
their 10-wicket win against
Pakistan in the opening Test
and their amazing fight-back
in the second Test where
wicketkeeper-batter Litton
Das scored a century to
singlehandedly guide the side
to a series triumph.
The second Test of the India-
Bangladesh series will be
played in Kanpur from
September 27.
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Half-centuries by skipper Mayank
Agarwal and Pratam Singh

helped India A reach 115 for one in
their second innings and extend
their hold over India D after second
day's play of the Duleep Trophy here
on Friday. 
India A, who made 290 in their first
innings, earlier bowled out their
opponents for 183 despite India bat-
ter Devdutt Padikkal's valiant 92 to
gain a lead of 107 runs. 
Now, India A have an advantage of
222 runs, with Agarwal (56, 87b, 8x4)
and Pratham (59 batting, 82b, 6x4)
leading their run glut in the second
innings. However, Agarwal, who is
eager to chart his way back into selec-
torial reckoning, will be kicking him-
self for falling on the last ball of the
day to part-time spinner Shreyas Iyer,
spooning a simple return catch. 
But till that point, Agarwal and
Pratam played fluently and executed

some fluent drives and cuts as the run-
rate never came under four. 
However, that's just one part of India
A's story of domination on the day as
earlier pacers Khaleel Ahmed and
Aaqib Khan bagged three wickets
apiece to rattle the India D line-up. 
Only one of their batters defied the
constant challenge of judgement –
Devdutt who stroked his way to a 124-
ball 92 with 15 hits to the ropes. 
The Karnataka left-hander who made
his Test debut earlier this year against
England was particularly harsh on any
offering on his pads or away from the
off-stump. 
A century was there for his taking, but
the 24-year-old fell just eight runs shy
as his attempt to play a shot on the up
off state-mate Prasidh Krishna ended
up in a simple catch to stumper
Kumar Kushagra. 
The 11-4-30-1 figures do not fall
under the hallow-spell category, but
for Prasidh it was important in his
comeback journey. 

Agarwal, Pratam give India A
edge after Devdutt makes 92
for India D in Duleep Trophy
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Rafael Nadal withdrew
Thursday from next week’s

Laver Cup in Berlin, leaving it
unclear when the Spanish
great will play again.
The Laver Cup - the
tournament where Roger
Federer retired in 2022 after
teaming up with Nadal in
doubles - would have been
Nadal’s first event since the
Paris Olympics and potentially
one of his last ever.
“I’m really disappointed to
share that I won’t be able to
compete at the Laver Cup in
Berlin next week,” the 38-year-
old Nadal said. “This is a team
competition and to really
support Team Europe, I need
to do what’s best for them and
at this moment there are other
players who can help the team
deliver the win.”
The 22-time Grand Slam
champion didn’t address his
current fitness after a spate of

injuries in recent years, or
when he might play again.
Nadal withdrew last month
from the U.S. Open, meaning
he missed three of the four
Grand Slam tournaments in
2024. He last played in
reaching the men’s doubles
quarterfinals at the Olympics,
where he also lost in the
second round of singles to
Novak Djokovic.
The Laver Cup, to be held
from Sept. 20-22, is an indoor
hard-court men’s competition
pitting Team Europe against
Team World in a format
reminiscent of golf ’s Ryder
Cup.
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Australia all-rounder Glenn
Maxwell is thrilled about the

prospect of watching modern-
day greats Virat Kohli and Steve
Smith battle for supremacy in the
Border Gavaskar Trophy against
India later this year.
Kohli and Smith are among the
‘Fab Four’ batters of the modern
generation, alongside England’s
Joe Root and New Zealand’s Kane
Williamson.
“I think the way that the two
superstar batters, Steve Smith and
Virat Kohli, probably head-to-
head. Seeing how their
dominance I suppose is asserted
on the series and how much of an
influence that has on who takes
home the Border Gavaskar
Trophy,” Maxwell told Star
Sports.
“One of those two is going to
make a lot of runs, if not both of

them, and it’s going to be pretty
exciting to watch the two of the
finest players of our generation

go head-to-head,” he added
Both Kohli and Smith are former
captains, and have indulged in

fiery on field exchanges early in
their careers but their
relationship has evolved in recent
times.
Smith recently said that Kohli
was an Australian amongst the
Indian players in terms of
attitude.
“I believe Virat Kohli is
Australian in thoughts and
action. The way he gets into a
battle, the way he gets into the
challenge and tries to get on top
of the opposition. He’s probably
the most Australian of the Indian
players, I’d say,” Smith had said.
India travel to Australia for the
marquee five-Test series, starting
in Perth on November 22.
Since 2014-15, Australia have
failed to lay their hands on the
Border Gavsakar Trophy, with
India winning four consecutive
series including the historic
triumphs Down Under in 2018-
19 and 2020-21.
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TEAM INDIA BEGINS PRACTICE IN CHENNAI FOR FIRST TEST AGAINST BANGLADESH
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