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Cabinet announces big ticket
reforms for farming sector
��(����)������ %��"���)$

In an effort to improve the
lives of farmers and increas-

ing their income,  the Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday approved around
�13,966  crore outlay for seven
big-ticket programmes related
to the farming sector, includ-
ing a �2,817-crore digital agri-
culture mission and a �3,979-
crore scheme for crop sci-
ence. These programme will
focus on harnessing public-
funded digital infrastructure
to research focussed on emerg-
ing challenges in the farm
sector. 
The emphasis of these
programmes would be on
research & education,
climate resilience, natural
resource management and
digitisation in the agriculture
sector along with emphasis
on growth of horticulture
and livestock sectors.
Addressing a press
conference after the Union
Cabinet meeting,  Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
announced that the Union
Cabinet, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
approved seven schemes to
improve farmers’ lives and
increase their incomes at a
total outlay of �13,966 crore.
The Cabinet has approved
crop science for food and
nutritional security
programmes with a total
outlay �3,979 crore. 
In this programme, six
pillars have been included
in the programme with a

focus on preparing the
farmers for climate resilient
crop sciences and food
security by 2047.  These six
pillars are — Research and
Education; Plant Genetic
Resource Management;
Genetic improvement for
food and fodder crop;  pulse
and oilseed crop
improvement; Improvement
of commercial crops; and
research on insects,
microbes, pollinators.
A part of the fund will be
utilised for improving
productivity of pulses and
oilseeds, apart from plant-
genetics management.
India seeks to end its
dependence on costly
imports to meet local
pulses demand by 2027, a
key agriculture-sector
priority. 
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The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Monday
arrested AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan in con-

nection with a money-laundering case related to
financial irregularities in the Delhi Waqf Board.
Khan was produced before Special Judge Rakesh
Syal hours after he was arrested from his home
by the ED who told the court that he was required
to be confronted with other accused and evidence
in the case. The ED has sought his 10 days cus-
tody. The counsel appearing for Khan challenged
his arrest. The court has reserved its order on ED's
plea and will likely pronounce it late night.
He was taken into custody under the
provisions of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) at 11.20 am after the
agency conducted a search at his residence in
Batla House earlier in the day. The ED told
the court that some questions were put to
Khan during the searches but he remained
“evasive” and hence was arrested. The ED told
the court that Khan was the main accused in
the case. 
“The proceeds of crime have been used and
laundered to buy property. Cash (is) also
used. There was an attempt to misguide the
agency,” the ED told the court. 
The agency further accused Khan of non-
cooperation, saying 14 summons were issued
to him, and he appeared only once, that too
after a Supreme Court direction.
The case against Khan stems from two FIRs:
One filed by the CBI concerning alleged
irregularities in Waqf Board appointments,
and another by the Delhi ACB regarding an
alleged case of disproportionate assets. The
agency had earlier summoned Khan and
questioned him for 13 hours.

Tragedy engulfs
Vaishno Devi
pilgrims
����� 3'&&1

At least two Mata Vaishno
Devi-bound pilgrims died

and a minor child received
injuries when they were hit by
a massive landslide on the
Himkoti track to the cave shrine
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Reasi
district on Monday.
The incident took place near
the Panchi colony in the
Himkoti area around 2.15 p.m.
The pilgrims were struck by
the massive iron bar structure
as it crumbled under the
weight of the large tumbling
stones.
The pilgrim traffic was halted
for some time to carry out
rescue operations in the area. 
The disaster management
teams of the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
(SMVDSB) were pressed into
action to carry out the rescue
operations and shift the
injured to the nearby health
care center. However, the
pilgrimage continued through
the traditional route along the
track.
According to official sources
deceased pilgrims have been
identified as Sapna (27) of
Dhianpur village in Punjab’s
Gurdaspur, and Neha (23) of
Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh. The
injured girl — Sanvi , a
resident of Kanpur —  is
undergoing treatment in the
hospital. Her grandfather L
Prasad said they were taking a
break from trekking to the
shrine when police started
clearing the track due to a
monkey scare.

Kejriwal’s aide Bibhav gets
bail in Swati assault case
����� %��"���)$

The Supreme Court on Monday granted bail
to Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s

aide Bibhav Kumar in the Swati Maliwal
assault case noting that he has been in custody
for over 100 days.
A bench of Justices Surya Kant and Ujjal
Bhuyan also took into account that the
prosecution has proposed to examine more
than 51 witnesses and said the trial will take
time to conclude.

���"������"������ (��('�'

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Monday

arrested former RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital principal
Sandip Ghosh on charges of finan-
cial misconduct before the
September 5 hearing in the Supreme
Court, sources said.
He was later escorted to the CBI's
Nizam Palace office in Kolkata
which houses the agency's anti-
corruption wing and was shown as
arrested.
Ghosh, an orthopaedic surgeon, is
not only charged with financial
misconduct and other illegal acts,
including illegal sale of bio-medical
waste, running organ trade and
selling of bodies by his former
colleague Akhtar Ali, but he has
also been accused of controlling all
the illegal syndicates that were
active in most of the State-run
medical colleges of West Bengal.
In March 2023, Ali, a Non-Medical
Assistant Superintendent at RG Kar
Medical College wrote a letter to
the authorities, including the
vigilance commission and even the
Chief Minister's office accusing the
former principal of corruption that
included illegal body trafficking
and biomedical waste disposal.
The Monday's arrest comes days
after the CBI named Ghosh in the
FIR in connection with its probe
into alleged financial irregularities
at the hospital during his tenure.
The CBI arrested Ghosh after
grilling him for more than 150
hours over days.
The arrest of Ghosh comes in the
midst of a movement against the
rape and murder of an on-duty
postgraduate lady doctor of
RGKMCH. 

He is the second person to be
arrested in the rape and murder
case. Earlier, a civic volunteer was
arrested on charges of raping and
murdering the lady doctor.
Ghosh's arrest is significant given
his close proximity to the State's
political establishment. He had
reportedly treated a top politician
for leg injuries during the State
election a few years ago.
A few days after the rape and
murder case surfaced, the State
Government transferred Ghosh,
who had resigned earlier, with a
prize-posting to another medical
college in Kolkata, leading to an
outcry in the medical fraternity. 
There was a strong demand for his
dismissal and arrest.
More trouble awaits Ghosh as the
Enforcement Directorate too has
filed a money-laundering case to
probe his alleged role in financial
irregularities inside the RGKMCH.
Recently, the Indian Medical
Association had suspended his

membership.
Protesting junior doctors, people
and medical fraternity celebrated
after news surfaced of the arrest of
Ghosh.  
Meanwhile, the CBI is likely to
submit a closed envelope before the
Supreme Court on September 5
detailing its preliminary findings,
sources said.
The envelope may contain names
not only of the prime suspects of
RGKMCH who might have played
a role in destroying evidence but
also of some big guns in the
political echelon who are the
ultimate beneficiaries of the
syndicate raj — that was plaguing
the State-run medical colleges —
but for which the rape and murder
might not have taken place.
According to sources the CBI
officials who had subjected a
number of people including prime
accused Sanjoy Roy and former RG
Kar principal Ghosh to polygraph
tests are still in doubt about the

truth that is being dished out to
them.
“It is quite intriguing how the
accused went up to the seminar hall
on the third floor breaking the
security rings. Getting inside the
hospital area is difficult as even
doctors’ own relatives who are
familiar to the security persons are
not allowed in,” said one source.
The arrested accused in the alleged
rape and murder of the woman
medic would likely plead “not
guilty” in the court since he was
“framed” in the case, his counsel
said on Monday.
The accused, who is currently
lodged in the Presidency
Correctional Home, has told the
lawyer that the doctor was not
known to him, she added.
“We will fight our case based on the
documents produced by the
prosecution lawyers before the
court,” she said, claiming that the
accused has maintained his
innocence during the polygraph
test.
His counsel also claimed that Roy
had gone to the floor where the
seminar hall of the RG Kar
Hospital is located to find out the
health condition of his friend's
father who was operated on that
day. “He went to the pulmonary
department which is on the same
floor where the seminar hall is
situated. It was then when he saw
the woman lying there,” she said. 
The body of the post-graduate
trainee, who was allegedly raped
and murdered, was found in the
seminar hall of the hospital on
August 9. Roy, a civic volunteer of
the Kolkata Police, was arrested the
next day. The gruesome crime
resulted in nationwide protests by
doctors and citizens.
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The Government has sum-
moned the content head of

OTT platform Netflix over the
series ‘IC-814: The Kandahar
Hijack’, which has triggered a row
over the depiction of hijackers,
contending that nobody has the
right to play with the sentiments
of the nation.
Official sources said the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting
has summoned the content head
of Netflix India on Tuesday,
seeking an explanation on the
allegedly contentious aspects of

the OTT series portraying the
1999 hijack of an Indian Airlines
flight by Pakistan-based terror
outfit Harkat-ul-Mujahideen.
The depiction of hijackers of the
Indian Airlines flight from
Kathmandu to Delhi has stirred
controversy with a section of
viewers objecting to the
‘humane’ projection of the
perpetrators.
“Nobody has the right to play
with the sentiments of the people
of this nation. Indian culture and
civilisation should always be
respected,” another official
source said. “Should we allow
any foreign people to slipshod

over our cultural values,” the
source said without elaborating.
The sources said filmmakers
have to think before portraying
something in a wrong manner.
“You may be liberal, but you
cannot portray institutions in a
wrong manner,” the source said.
Using hashtags #BoycottNetflix,
#BoycottBollywood and #IC814,
several X users shared posts
claiming the filmmakers changed
the names of the hijackers to
‘Shankar’ and ‘Bhola’ to allegedly
protect the terrorists who
belonged to a certain community.
BJP IT Cell chief Amit Malviya
said the hijackers of the IC-814

flight were dreaded terrorists,
who acquired aliases to hide
their Muslim identities.
“Filmmaker Anubhav Sinha,
legitimised their criminal
intent, by furthering their non-
Muslim names. Decades later,
people will think Hindus
hijacked IC-814,” Malviya
posted on X.
“Left’s agenda to whitewash the
crimes of Pakistani terrorists,
all Muslims, served. This is the
power of cinema, which the
Communists have been using
aggressively, since the 70s.
Perhaps even earlier,” Malviya
said.
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Hearing pleas filed against
‘Bulldozer Justice’, the Supreme

Court on Monday came down heav-
ily on a trend of demolishing the
houses or properties of those who
are accused of crimes and said that
it would issue guidelines to tackle
such issues.
“How can anybody’s house be
demolished only because he is an
accused? Even if he is a convict, it
can’t be done without following the
procedure as prescribed by law,” a
bench of Justices B R Gavai and K
V Viswanathan said.
The bench stated that no property
can be demolished just because a
person is accused of a criminal
offence.  The court, however, said it
will not protect any unauthorised
construction or encroachment on
public roads. “We will not protect
any illegal structure obstructing
public roads, that includes a
temple, but there should be
guidelines for demolition,” it added.
The court also appreciated the
stand taken by the State of Uttar
Pradesh which said that
demolition can be done only if a
structure is illegal. The Bench
requested that the suggestions be
given to Senior Advocate
Nachiketa Joshi, who was
requested to collate them and
present them to the Court.
‘Bulldozer justice’, also known as
bulldozer politics, refers to the
practice of using the heavy-duty
piece of machinery to demolish
houses of alleged criminals,
communal violence rioters and
accused in criminal cases.
Notably, the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath started
the practice of instant “justice”
using bulldozers to bring down

properties of accused to make an
example of them and put pressure
on those absconding. Later other
BJP ruled states-Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana, Delhi, Rajasthan and
even Congress ones, have followed
suit.  Soon, Yogi earned the
nickname of ‘Bulldozer Baba’,
through which he attempted to
convey his “no-nonsense” hard
taskmaster style of working.
Interestingly, in the 2022 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections, it
became a part of the BJP’s
campaigning strategy to reiterate
Yogi’s ‘bulldozer’ credentials. 
However, the practice of using
bulldozer has come under strong
criticism, with many questioning
how the action can be taken even
before allegations against a person
are proven. They have also
questioned why the administration
must punish the whole family for
the crime of one.
On Monday, the top court was
hearing two pleas filed on the issue
of such demolitions that were
alleged to be taking place without
notice and as a form of “revenge.”
The pleas were filed by Rashid Khan
from Rajasthan and Mohammad

Hussain from Madhya Pradesh. 
The application by Khan, a 60-
year-old auto-rickshaw driver
from Udaipur, said that his house
was demolished by the Udaipur
district administration on August
17, 2024. This was after
communal clashes broke out in
Udaipur, several vehicles were set
on fire and markets closed
following the issuance of
prohibitory orders after a Muslim
schoolboy allegedly stabbed his
Hindu classmate who later
succumbed to his injuries. Khan is
the father of the accused
schoolboy. 
Similarly, Mohammad Hussain
from Madhya Pradesh has alleged
that his house and shop were
illegally bulldozed by the State
administration.
The two applications were filed in
a case earlier filed by Jamiat Ulama
I Hind against the demolition of
Muslim homes in Haryana’s Nuh,
following the violence between
Hindus and Muslims in the area.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for Uttar Pradesh,
referred to an earlier affidavit filed
by the State in the matter. 

SC: Why demolish houses of accused?CBI arrests Sandip Ghosh; Justice on its way
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RSS says, caste census important, but not for electoral gain
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At a time when the Opposition led
by Congress is pressurising the

NDA Government to conduct caste
census across the country, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
on Monday said it has no objection
to the census as it could be useful for
welfare activities while cautioning
against its exploitation for electoral
gains.
It also said no step in the direction
of sub-classification of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes

should be taken without the
consensus among the communities
concerned.
Making these assertions, RSS
Prachar Pramukh (chief
spokesperson) Sunil Ambekar said
after a three-day conclave in
Palakkad, “ the RSS thinks that
definitely, for all welfare activities,
particularly those targeting such
communities or castes which are
lagging behind — for whom
special attention is needed — for
that, if sometimes the Government
needs the numbers, it is a well-
established practice. Earlier also, it

(the Government) has taken (such
data), and so it can do it again.
But it should be done only for the
welfare of those communities and
castes. It should not be used as a
political tool for elections. So we
put this forth with a line of caution
for everyone.”
“As a Hindu society, caste and caste
relations are sensitive issues. It is
an important issue for our national
unity and integrity. So, it should be
dealt with very sensitively and not
on the basis of elections or
electoral practices and politics,” he
said.
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CM issues directions to
check crime in State

391 new ANMs set to
join  health services

Chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami directed of-

ficials to ensure that the law
and order situation in the
State is maintained. Express-
ing his displeasure at cases of
robbery in jewellery shops
and other crimes, he directed
officials to ensure coordina-
tion, swift exchange of infor-
mation, effective intelligence
system and night patrolling to
prevent such incidents.
Dhami said this while chair-
ing a meeting with senior offi-
cials of the police and
administration to review the
law and order situation in the
State on Monday evening. He
directed the senior superin-

tendents of police to ensure
timely briefing of any crime,
also keeping the Information
director general in the loop, so
that the public is informed
about the facts through the
media. The Gaura Shakti ap-
plication should be activated
further to check gender
crimes. Focus should also be
laid on necessary action
against religious conversion,
love jihad and other crimes,
he said. Dhami stressed on the
need for considering where
and why crimes are rising in
the State. The agencies con-
cerned must also act in coor-
dination to address the issue
of demographic change.

Stressing that Uttarakhand
should not become a haven
from criminals from outside,
Dhami said that regular
checking campaigns should be
conducted in border regions.
Focus should also be laid on
verification of tenants and
people from outside the State,
while telling officials to ascer-
tain how such persons and
students in educational insti-
tutions are becoming domi-
ciles of the State. He also
directed that an investigation
committee should be formed
under the superintendent of
police (City) in the case of the
Haridwar jewellery shop rob-
bery.

The Health department
will soon get 391 new

Auxiliary Nurse and Midwife
(ANM) personnel.  The Ut-
tarakhand Medical Services
Selection Board (UMSSB) re-
leased the calendar of the ver-
ification of the documents of
the selected ANMs on Mon-
day. The new appointments
will be made on the basis of
year wise seniority.

The Health minister Dhan
Singh Rawat said that the
health services are being
strengthened in the State and
for this the appointments on
all the vacant posts are being
made. He said that the MSSSB
has completed all the formal-
ities for the appointment of

ANMs and soon the depart-
ment will get the services of
the 391 ANMs. He said that
the board will conduct the
process of verification of doc-
uments from September 18 to
September 30. The minister
said that the documents of the
applicants will be thoroughly
examined by the board. He
said that the selected ANMs
will be deputed in different
medical units in the districts.
The minister expressed hope
that the health services will
get strengthened by new ap-
pointments. The process of
vaccination of pregnant
women and children will get
a push by the appointment of
new ANMs in the depart-
ment.

Cages sent from
Corbett to catch
tiger in Rewari

Atiger from the Sariska
tiger reserve in Rajasthan

has strayed into human habi-
tation in Rewari area of
Haryana. The Rajasthan gov-
ernment has requested the Ut-
tarakhand government for
cages to trap the tiger. Two
cages have been sent from
Corbett tiger reserve to catch
the big cat. The senior veteri-
nary officer from Corbett may
also be sent to aid in the ef-
forts to catch the tiger. The
Corbett deputy director Di-
gant Nayak said that the tigers
in Sariska are radio collared.
One tiger moved out of

Sariska and entered Rewari
some days ago. The big cat is
being sighted in areas inhab-
ited by humans with Sariska
personnel attempting to catch
it. However, they lack the lat-
est cages for trapping tigers
and so the Haryana govern-
ment requested Uttarakhand
for help. Following the request
made to Uttarakhand’s chief
wildlife warden, two cages
have been sent from Corbett.
If needed, Corbett’s senior vet-
erinary officer Dr Dushyant
Kumar will also be sent to help
in the efforts to catch the big
cat, he said.
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September 2 to be
observed as Bugyal
Conservation Day

September 2 will be observed as Bugyal Conserva-
tion Day every year. Chief minister Pushkar Singh

Dhami announced this in a video message at the inau-

guration of the Himalayan Conservation Week at the
Uttarakhand State Council for
Science and Technology
(UCOST) on Monday. He said
that the Bugyal Conservation
Day will focus on raising aware-
ness and commitment to Hi-
malayan conservation. He
described Bugyals (high alti-
tude alpine meadows) as a pre-
cious heritage of the Himalaya
and emphasised that their con-
servation is a collective respon-
sibility.

UCOST director general
Durgesh Pant highlighted that
the magnificent Bugyals, a
world heritage of the Himalaya,
are not only filled with beauty
but also serve as crucial ecosys-
tems for biodiversity and liveli-
hood. 

He also shared his thoughts
on preserving the natural
beauty of the Himalayas. Envi-
ronmentalist Anil Prakash Joshi
stated that protecting the Hi-
malaya is everyone's moral
duty. He emphasised that Bu-
gyal conservation is also impor-
tant for local communities. He
urged collective and individual
efforts to protect the Himalaya
and encouraged a focus on so-
lutions rather than problems.
Environmentalist Kalyan Singh
Rawat said that Bugyals are di-
vine and their conservation is a
sacred task that connects us
with our culture, traditions and
environment. He stressed the
need to make this a part of our
lives to preserve the priceless
beauty of nature for future gen-
erations.
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Heavy rain likely in three districts,
thunderstorms in all districts

Light to moderate rain
was reported in various

parts of the State on Mon-
day. The trend is likely to
continue with the State
meteorological centre issu-
ing a yellow warning (Be
Updated) regarding the
possibility of heavy rain
likely to occur at isolated
places in Dehradun, Naini-
tal and Bageshwar districts
on Tuesday. 

Thunderstorms accom-
panied with lightning/in-
tense to very intense spells
of rain are likely to occur at
isolated places in all dis-
tricts of the State. Apart
from this, light to moder-
ate rain/thundershowers
are likely to occur at many
places in Chamoli,

Rudraprayag, Pauri, Tehri,
Dehradun, Champawat,
Bageshwar, Pithoragarh
and Nainital districts and
at a few places in remain-
ing districts of the State
today.

The provisional State
capital Dehradun is fore-
cast to witness partly to
generally cloudy sky. One
or two spells of light to
moderate rain/thunder-
showers are likely to
occur, which may be in-
tense/heavy in some areas.
The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are
likely to be about 32 de-
grees Celsius and 23 de-
grees Celsius respectively
in Dehradun today.
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Government school teachers
observe chalk-down strike

The lecturers of the gov-
ernment schools of the

State observed a chalk-
down protest on Monday.
On the call given by the Ra-
jkiya Shikshak Sangh (RSS),
thousands of teachers took
part in the protest in the
schools across the State.
The RSS, the powerful asso-
ciation of government
school lectures, is demand-
ing cancellation of exami-
nations for direct
recruitment of headmasters
in the State. The Uttarak-
hand Public Service Com-
mission (UkPSC) will soon
conduct an examination for
direct recruitment of head-
masters on 692 posts. The
serving teachers want that
before conducting the ex-
amination the department
should first undertake the

process of departmental
promotions. The spokesper-
son of the RSS Pranay
Bahuguna said that the
teachers will hold demon-
strations on September 5
(Teachers' Day) wearing
black armbands.  He said
that on September 6 all the
teachers will take leave to
participate in protest at all
the district headquarters.
Bahuguna added that on
September 9, the members
of the provincial and divi-
sional executive will hold
demonstrations at the State
education directorate. He
said that the teachers will
start a relay hunger strike
from September 10 and fast
unto death from September
15 if their demands remain
unfulfilled.
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ENT Dept of SMI hospital
removes one kg tumour 

The Department of ENT,
Head and Neck Surgery

at Shri Mahant Indiresh
(SMI) hospital successfully
removed a one-kilogramme
tumour through thyroidec-
tomy surgery. The head of
the ENT department Dr
Tripti Mamgain informed
that the patient, Shanti Devi
who is  55-year-old resident
of Rampur, Uttarakhand
was suffering from a mas-
sive neck swelling for the
past 30 years. The swelling
had gradually increased in
size, putting pressure on
both her food and wind
pipes. Despite seeking treat-
ment at various hospitals
and medical colleges, Devi
was repeatedly denied sur-

gery due to the complexity
of her condition. She also
tried Ayurvedic treatments
without success, she added.

She added that the patient
recently visited the SMI
hospital for treatment. The
surgery presented a signifi-
cant challenge due to the tu-
mour's enormous size,
extending into the chest re-
gion and attaching
to vital structures.
Mamgain informed
that usually, remov-
ing a thyroid
swelling of such a
large size would re-
quire opening the
chest bone for com-
plete removal of the

tumour. The tumour,
weighing around one
kilogram, could have
been fatal if left un-
treated.

Despite the complex-
ity of the surgery, the
patient has recovered
well and has been dis-
charged from the hos-
pital, she said. 
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40 girl students receive scholarship
under Udayan Shalini Fellowship

Forty girl students from
Dehradun were selected

for scholarship under the
Udayan Shalini Fellowship
programme. Speaking as
the chief guest at the schol-
arship event, THDC India
Limited executive director
LP Joshi said that the work
being done by Udayan Soci-
ety towards the empower-
ment and education of
economically weaker but
talented girl students will
surely help in making them
self-reliant and strong in
the coming times. He com-
mended the efforts of
Udayan Care and said that
social evils are rare in a so-
ciety where women are ed-

ucated and have awareness.
Managing trustee of
Udayan Care Trust, Kiran
Modi congratulated the se-
lected students and also as-
sured them of every
possible help from the or-
ganisation. She said that the
focus of the trust is not only
to educate them but also to
make them a successful,
strong and a great personal-
ity. Udayan Care's associate
director Mukesh Joshi told
the students about the best
ways to get good education
through digital medium
using new technology and
methods. Udayan Care
Dehradun's co-convenor
GS Rawat made the stu-

dents aware of the proper
use of smartphones and
asked them to work hard
with focus on their goals.
Priyanka Lakharwal, a
promising student of the
second batch of Dehradun
chapter, who has recently
completed her PhD in
Chemistry from IIT Roor-
kee, shared her experience
with Udayan Shalini fellow-
ship programme on the oc-
casion. Dehradun convenor
Vimal Dabral appealed to
the students to focus on
their education with dedi-
cation and hard work for
five to six years now for a
successful life.
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Amidst commotion,
injured journo remains
in AIIMS Rishikesh

ED questions Harak
Singh for several hours

Congress leader and former
Forest minister Harak

Singh Rawat was questioned by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in Dehradun on Monday.
The ED is investigating alleged
illegal activities under his min-
isterial tenure including the
felling of thousands of trees in
Corbett national park, finan-
cial irregularities and unau-
thorised construction in the
Pakhro range of Corbett
national park in 2019. The ED
had summoned Rawat to their
office for questioning and he
arrived there on Monday
morning as soon as the office
opened. This is the first time
Rawat reached the ED office
after multiple summons. He
was questioned for several
hours in the office. It is alkeged
that Birendra Singh Kandari
and Narendra Kumar Walia,
associates of Rawat, allegedly
conspired with him to unlaw-
fully register two powers of
attorney for a piece of land,
which had its sale deed later
annulled by a court. They also
illegally sold the land to

Rawat’s wife and another
woman, on which the Doon
Institute of Medical Science in
Dehradun was built under the
Shrimati Poorna Devi
Memorial Trust, as per the
sources. The ED had also con-
ducted raids at over 15 loca-
tions in Uttarakhand, Delhi,
and Haryana under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in
February this year. These loca-
tions were reportedly linked to
the accused in the case. During
the raids, the ED seized more
than Rs one crore in cash, 1.3

kilogrammes of gold valued at
about Rs 80 lakh, foreign cur-
rency amounting to Rs 10
lakh, bank lockers, digital
devices and several documents
related to immovable proper-
ties. However, nothing signif-
icant was reportedly recovered
from Rawat’s properties. Rawat
was also interrogated by a
team of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) about a
week ago. As the CBI and ED
intensify their probe, more
developments are expected in
the case.
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The leaders and workers of
the Congress party paid

tributes to the martyrs on the
occasion of 30th anniver-
sary of the Mussoorie firing
incident. Speaking on the
occasion, the Pradesh
Congress Committee (PCC)
president Karan Mahara said
that the dream of a separate
State of Uttarakhand was ful-
filled due to the sacrifices

made by the statehood
activists. He said that the
people of the State will
always remain indebted to
the statehood activists for
their sacrifice. The vice pres-
ident (Organisation)
Mathuradutt Joshi, chief
spokeswoman Garima
Mahra Dasauni, Sheespal
Singh Bisht and others
attended the ceremony.

Congress pays trib-
utes to Mussoorie
firing victims

Commotion occurred at the
All India Institute of

Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
Rishikesh on Monday after-
noon when the family mem-
bers of the journalist Yogesh
Dimri alleged that the hospital
authorities are planning to dis-
charge him from AIIMS even
though his condition was crit-
ical. Dimri was admitted to
AIIMS Rishikesh on Sunday
after he sustained injuries in
head, jaw and limbs in an
attack by miscreants. It is
alleged that the liquor mafia
was responsible for the attack
on the journalist in Rishikesh.

Former Pradesh Congress

Committee (PCC) president
Ganesh Godiyal, Badrinath
MLA Lakhpat Butola and oth-
ers opposed the decision of the
hospital administration to dis-
charge Dimri.  Later the hos-
pital administration informed
Godiyal that there is no plan to
discharge Dimri.

Godiyal claimed that under
pressure from the administra-
tion the hospital authorities
were planning to discharge
Dimri even as his health was
critical. He alleged that the hos-
pital authorities had even hand-
ed over the discharge summa-
ry to the mother of Dimri but
later took it back following the

protest. Condemning the attack
on Dimri, Godiyal said that the
liquor mafia is getting patron-
age of the Police. He demand-
ed that all those involved in the
attack on the journalist should
be arrested.

Meanwhile the administra-
tion of AIIMS Rishikesh denied
that Dimri was being prema-
turely discharged. The public
relations officer of AIIMS
Rishikesh, Sandeep Kumar
Singh told The Pioneer that the
allegations pertaining to Dimri
being discharged on Monday
are baseless. He said that Dimri
is admitted in the institute and
is being treated by the doctors.

Man arrested for
attacking Rishikesh
journalist 

The police arrested an
accused on Monday on

charges of assaulting a jour-
nalist Yogesh Dimri
and his associates
on Sunday in the
Indiranagar area of
Rishikesh, the
Dehradun senior
superintendent of
police Ajai Singh
said. He informed
that the police
received informa-
tion that Dimri was
undergoing treat-
ment at AIIMS
Rishikesh due to
injuries sustained
in the altercation.
The police contact-
ed him and his
acquaintances to
gather complete
information about
the incident. 

They were asked
to submit a formal complaint
so that the police can take
effective action against the
accused involved in the inci-
dent. In this regard, a com-
plainant Sandeep Bhandari, a
resident of Muni Ki Reti sub-
mitted a written complaint at
Kotwali Rishikesh on Monday
morning. He stated that Sunil
‘Ganja’ had assaulted and
attacked him and his accom-
plices with a baseball bat,
which resulted in serious
injuries to Dimri. The SSP said
that based on the written com-

plaint, a case was registered
against Sunil under section
109 (1)/352 of Bharatiy Nyay

Sanhita (BNS). The police
later arrested the accused. 

The police are conducting a
detailed investigation into all
aspects of the incident. If any
other individuals are found to
be involved, strict action will
be taken against them as well,
Singh said. He also added that
the police have also started
preparing a record of people
involved in liquor smuggling
in the Rishikesh area to take
strict action against them
soon.
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MCD gears up for OBC survey
after delimitation of wards

After completing the
delimitation process of

49 wards, the Municipal
Corporation of Dehradun
(MCD) is now gearing up to
conduct an Other Backward
Classes (OBC) survey ahead
of the urban local body
elections. The survey is like-
ly to commence on Tuesday,
the additional municipal
commissioner Bir Singh
Budiyal said. He said that
the teams will conduct the
survey of only those areas
which were removed from
one ward and added to the
other in the delimitation
process. "An OBC survey
was conducted in 2018 as
well  as in 2023 so we
already have OBC survey
data. To update it after the
recent delimitation process
in 49 wards, we will conduct
a survey of those areas
which were removed or
added from one ward to
another. The teams will
carry respective maps, voter

lists and other relevant data
at the site to help them to
carry out the survey effi-
ciently. The whole process is
expected to be completed in
four to six days," Budiyal
said. As per the data pro-
vided by MCD, there are
95,851 people belonging to
OBCs in 100 wards as per
the last survey. 

The officials said that
the updated survey

will ensure that the OBC
reservations align with their
populat ion percentage.
About 10 to 12 seats will be
reser ved for  OB Cs in
municipal  e lect ions in
Dehradun, as per the offi-
cials. The delimitation of
the 54 wards in Dehradun
was under scrutiny last
month due to significant
discrepancies. The delimi-
tation was initially ordered
in July 2022 and was com-
pleted in October 2023. The
district magistrate submit-

ted its report to the state
administration but during
analysis, some wards were
found to have low voter
counts while others had
numbers exceeding the
standard voters per ward.
Several councillors also
raised concerns about the
process. Due to com-
plaints regarding the
delimitation in several
wards, the delimitation
was redone last month.
There were no changes
made in 51 wards, while
in 49 wards, several local-
ities were shifted from
one place to another. The
corporation also received
265 objections regarding
the delimitation process.
After the MCD submitted
the report of the comple-
tion of the delimitation
process ,  the Urban
Development department
issued a notification on
September 1.
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Tiwari orders action against
violations of basement 
parking standards in Doon

The vice chairman of the
Mussoorie Dehradun

Development Authority
(MDDA) Banshidhar Tiwari
directed officials to take strict
action against those violating
basement parking standards
in Dehradun city. He instruct-
ed that any complex found vio-
lating the standards must face

immediate action. He also
called for a progress report on
the actions taken against these
violations. He stated this in a
review meeting held on
Monday. He asked MDDA
engineers to identify potential
locations for parking con-
struction in the city and to ini-
tiate necessary steps in this
direction. He also reprimand-
ed the engineers for their han-
dling of unauthorised con-
structions and emphasised that

individuals who have obtained
proper construction permits
should not be unnecessarily
harassed with notices. During
the meeting, Tiwari also
instructed the creation of an
MDDA-owned nursery. He
stated that establishing a nurs-
ery would make MDDA self-
reliant and eliminate depen-

dence on external sources for
plants. He also stressed on
the need for large complex-
es and group housing soci-
eties in the city to adopt solid
waste management and rain-
water harvesting practices
more extensively. He sug-
gested holding discussions
with relevant stakeholders to
strengthen these measures
effectively.  Tiwari also
reviewed the ongoing plan-
tation drive in the city. The

officials informed him that
about 80 per cent of the target
of planting 1,00,000 trees had
been achieved. Tiwari recom-
mended that the focus should
be on planting more fruit-
bearing and shade-providing
trees.
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Khatima, Mussoorie & Rampur
Tiraha incidents black chapters
in Uttarakhand's history: CM

Chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said that the

State government is committed
to fulfill the dreams of the mar-
tyrs of the statehood agitation.
He said that the State govern-
ment has implemented the
decision of granting 10 per cent
horizontal reservations to the
statehood activists and their
dependents. The government is
also providing pensions to the
Statehood activists. The CM
was addressing a programme
after paying homage to the
martyrs of statehood move-
ment on the occasion of the
30th anniversary of the
Mussoorie firing incident on
Monday. The CM said that
Khatima( September 1),
Mussoorie (September 2) and
Rampur Tiraha ( October 2)
incidents are black chapters in
the history of the State. 

He said that no one can ever
forget the supreme sacrifice of
the statehood martyrs. The
CM said that Uttarakhand has
achieved first rank in the coun-
try on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG)
released by the NITI Aayog.
He added that special attention
is also being paid to the envi-
ronment along with develop-

ment in the State. The CM said
that women played a major role
in the statehood movement and
the State government has
decided to give 30 percent
reservation to women in gov-
ernment jobs. The State has
implemented a stringent anti-
copying law and has sent more
than 100 people associated
with the copying mafia behind
the bars. Apart from this, strict
laws have been brought to stop
forced religious conversions in
the state and anti-riot law has
also been implemented in the
state. In an attempt to stop
demography change in the
state, the government has taken
action against land jihad. The
CM claimed that the State gov-
ernment has given appoint-
ments to more than 16,000
youngsters in different depart-
ments in the last three years. He

added that in the recently
released result of the State PCS
examination most of the select-
ed candidates are from
Uttarakhand. The CM
announced that a museum will
be built in memory of the
martyrs at the martyr's memo-
rial in Mussoorie.
Remembering the Mussoorie
firing incident, the cabinet
minister Ganesh Joshi said
police started firing on the
statehood agitators without
any reason and prior warning.
In the firing Balbir Singh Negi,
Dhanpat Singh, Rai Singh
Bangari, Madan Mohan
Mamagai, Belmati Chauhan
and Hansa Dhanai were mar-
tyred. The president of
Uttarakhand BJP Mahendra
Bhatt and others were present
on the occasion.
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The first case of dengue has
been reported in

Dehradun. A patient suspect-
ed of suffering from dengue
was admitted to the
Government Doon Medical
College (GDMC) hospital
where an ELISA test turned out
positive on Monday evening.
The patient is a 61-year-old res-
ident of the Banjarawala area of
Dehradun. Apart from this,
many suspected patients of
dengue are getting treatment in

other hospitals in the district.
The Dehradun chief medical
officer Dr Sanjay Jain stated
that the onset of September has
brought about heightened con-
cerns regarding dengue cases in
the district. The environment
during this month is conducive
to breeding of mosquitoes.
Consequently, the department
has instructed relevant officials
to exercise increased vigilance
throughout the month to tack-
le the dengue cases effectively.

Jain underscored the impor-
tance of collaboration not only
with the Municipal
Corporation of Dehradun
(MCD) but also with the gen-
eral public, urging them to
eliminate any potential breed-
ing grounds like stagnant water
in their vicinity. He advised
individuals to regularly replace
the water in items like coolers
or refrigerator trays every other
day to mitigate the risks of
dengue transmission.
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First case of dengue reported in Dehradun
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The Director  of  the
Nat ional  Health

Mission (NHM), Swati S
Bhadauria informed that
19 cases of dengue had
been reported in the State
till Sunday evening, with
one being reported on
Monday. She highlighted
that  the  State  Health
department, in coordina-
tion with the NHM, has
been effectively carrying
out dengue control activi-
ties at the grassroots level,
resulting in the relatively
low number of reported
cases. Notably, no deaths
related to dengue have
been recorded so far. In
2019,  there  were  947
reported cases of dengue
by August, and in 2023,
there  were  732 cases .
However, this year, only 20
cases have been reported
so far, indicating a signif-
icant reduction.

She emphasised on the
need to sustain efforts for

dengue prevention and
control to avoid future out-
breaks. Various measures
like intensive source reduc-
tion activities, fogging,
indoor spray, public aware-
ness campaigns, and inter-
departmental collaboration
are being implemented this
year, she added. The NHM
director further informed
that 18,56,611 households
have been surveyed by
Accredited Social Health
Activist (ASHA) workers
for larval  control and
5,23,663 households have
been surveyed by dengue
volunteers in the State. The
Health department has
allocated dengue isolation
beds in hospitals, ensuring
the availability of medi-
cines and testing facilities.
A total of 2,161 beds with
mosquito nets have been
reserved in government
and private hospitals across
Uttarakhand,  she
informed. 

20 dengue positive cases
reported in U’Khand
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The Supreme Court on
Monday dismissed the

West Bengal Government’s
plea challenging the Calcutta
High Court’s order granting
bail to one of the organisers of
the August 27 march to the
State Secretariat to protest
against a trainee woman doc-
tor’s rape and murder.
A bench of Justices J B
Pardiwala and Justice Manoj
Misra said “prima facie” a case
for bail was made out in the
case.
The Calcutta High Court on
Friday granted bail to Paschim
Banga Chhtra Samaj leader
Sayan Lahiri. Paschim Banga
Chhatra Samaj, an unregis-
tered student group, was one of
the two organisations that gave
the call for the August 27
‘Nabanna Abhijan’.

Lahiri was arrested on August
27 evening for playing an
active role in leading the rally
which, the police said, turned
violent, causing destruction
of public and private property
and attacks on police officers.
Acting on a plea by Lahiri’s
mother Anjali seeking quash-
ing of proceedings against him
and grant of bail, the Calcutta
High Court had on Friday
ordered his release from police
custody by 2 pm on Saturday.
The Kolkata Police released
Lahiri from its custody on
Saturday.
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Building on “new anchors” of
partnership identified

under the India-Singapore
ministerial roundtable frame-
work, the relations between the
two countries is poised for an
even bigger take-off, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Monday ahead
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Singapore.
He is slated to visit Singapore
on September 4-5 at the invi-
tation of his Singaporean coun-
terpart Lawrence Wong.
Prior to that he is scheduled to
visit Brunei on September 3-4
which seeks to further
strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion in all existing sectors.
Secretary (East), Ministry of
External Affairs, Jaideep
Mazumdar, at a media briefing
here said India and Brunei are
working towards setting up a
“joint working group in
defence”. 
He said Prime Minister Modi
is visiting Singapore after near-
ly six years. His last visit to
Singapore was in his first term.
And an early visit on his third
term is something that has
been “welcomed by the
Singaporean side”.
“Also, this comes at a time
when a new leader is in
Singapore and this is an oppor-
tune time to set the stage for the
next stage of our vibrant bilat-
eral relations,” Mazumdar said.
The Secretary (East) said India-
Singapore ties have “evolved”
and there is a “dynamic strate-
gic partnership” encompassing
various areas from shared his-
tory and people-to-people ties
which form an important link
between the two countries.
“Our trade and investment
flows have shown a steady
growth, we have a robust
defence cooperation and grow-
ing exchanges in culture and
education. 

We have identified new
anchors of our partnership
under the India-Singapore
ministerial roundtable frame-
work,” he said.
Four Indian ministers had par-
ticipated in the recently-held
second India-Singapore min-
isterial roundtable.
During the roundtable, the
ministers from both sides sat
down and discussed “new
thrust areas that we can iden-
tify in futuristic areas of coop-
eration”, he said.
“A number of new, forward-
looking futuristic areas of coop-
eration were identified in digi-
tisation, sustainability skill,
health, advance manufacturing
and connectivity, and we are
likely to exchange a number of
MoUs during the forthcoming
visit of the prime minister,”
Mazumdar added.
Singapore is India’ sixth largest
trade partner worldwide and it
was the largest source of FDI
during the last financial year
valued at USD 11.77 billion, he
said. “We also expect the visit
(to Singapore) to give thrust to
the cooperation in the field of
semiconductor,” the top official
of the MEA said.
“India-Singapore relations are
poised for an even bigger take
off, than what it has been in the
last 10-15 years or so. 
That is because, we have gone
to the next level of identifying
areas of bilateral cooperation
whether it be in food security,
renewables, green hydrogen,
semi-conductors.  These are
areas where we have great
complementarities,” said
Mazumdar. 
He said that he could see the
relationship between the two
sides taking off to the next
stage. For Singapore, India pre-
sets tremendous opportunities
and for India, Singapore pre-
sents with many options,
whether it is value chain, dig-
ital technology and semicon-
ductors, he added.

PM Modi’s Singapore 
visit after six years 
to strengthen ties
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AP-8 I aircraft of the Indian
Navy has reached France

to participate in ‘Exercise
Varuna’ with the French Navy,
an official said adding it
marked the first-ever deploy-
ment of the aircraft in Europe.
The 2024 edition of Indo-
French bilateral naval ‘Exercise
Varuna’, scheduled from
September two to four in the
Mediterranean Sea, will include
advanced tactical exercises
underscoring the deepening
synergy and interoperability

between the two navies, a
spokesperson of the Indian
Navy said in a statement.
The Indian Navy’s P8I aircraft
touched down at Air Base 125
Istres-Le Tube, France, mark-
ing its first-ever deployment in
Europe, it said.
This deployment comes 63
years after the Indian Navy’s
Alize aircraft, operating from
the erstwhile INS Vikrant, last
flew at Hyeres Airbase, the
spokesperson said. INS Tabar,
which had earlier arrived in
Toulon will also be participat-
ing in the exercise.

�&+�������,�����#&-���
%��"���)$

The BJP on Monday
slammed the Congress for

expelling a Kerala leader from
the party after she alleged a cul-
ture of casting couch in the
organisation, accusing the
Opposition party of paying lip
service to women’s issues pub-
licly but silencing their voices
in reality.
BJP leader Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said Kerala
Congress leader Simi Rosebell
John had alleged a culture of
exploitation and casting couch
in the party and was summar-
ily dismissed.
In the Press Conference, he also
noted that the Information
and Broadcasting Ministry is
looking into the issues related

to the OTT series, ‘IC 814: The
Kandahar Hijack’, following its
criticism by a section of people.
Nobody should have any doubt
that the hijackers of the plane
were from the ISI, the Pakistani
spy agency, he told reporters.
Raising the issue of the
Cogress’s treatment of its Kerala
leader, he said if a woman rais-
es the issue of harassment in
the workplace, it is the organ-
isation’s duty to probe and
ensure justice.
The Congress does not believe
in that and has instead chosen

to silence and remove her from
the party, Chandrasekhar said.
He noted that Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra have often spo-
ken about issues facing women
but maintain a studious silence
when it comes to the atrocities
against women, be it in
Kolkata, Kannauj or Kerala.
John said after her expulsion
that there is no place for
upright people in the Congress,
he noted.
He also attacked the Left
Government in Kerala over
the Hema Committee report
which spotlighted the harass-
ment of women in the
Malayalam film industry, say-
ing it was forced to release the
findings several years after it
was submitted.
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Drug empagliflozin used to
treat kidney diseases can

be safely administered to
patients who are hospitalised
for acute myocardial infarction
heart attack, an international
team of researchers, led by
one of Indian origin, has said.
The team led by Mount Sinai
Fuster Heart Hospital demon-
strated that the drug
empagliflozin can reliably
lower heart failure episodes in
individuals who have had a
heart attack, regardless of the
patient’s pre-existing renal
function.
By demonstrating the safety
and efficacy of empagliflozin in
this challenging clinical con-
text, the research opens doors
to more effective treatment
strategies and offers hope for
better long-term recovery and
quality of life for heart attack

survivors globally.
Cardiovascular disease is the
leading cause of death global-
ly, and heart attacks are a
major contributor to this.
Acute heart attack patients are
particularly vulnerable to acute
renal injury because of pro-
longed exposure to kidney
stressors, such as diuretics or
contrast agents used during
cardiac catheterisation.
Because of this danger, doctors
are hesitant to start
empagliflozin soon after a heart

attack because there is little data
regarding this class of drug’s
safety in this particular clinical
setting. The drug can block the
sodium-glucose cotransporter
2 protein that aids in the kid-
neys’ ability to reabsorb glucose
from the blood.
The results were presented at
the European Society of
Cardiology Congress in
London.
Deepak L Bhatt, Director of the
Hospital said the finding will
contribute to closing a signifi-

cant knowledge gap on the clin-
ical application of
Empagliflozin in heart attack
survivors.
The trial randomised 6,522
patients with acute heart attack
and increased heart failure risk
to empagliflozin or placebo.
Empagliflozin reduced hospi-
talisation and adverse events of
heart failure, with consistent
risk reductions across baseline
kidney function.
Adverse event rates were sim-
ilar in both groups within 30
days after drug intake, regard-
less of baseline kidney function,
systolic blood pressure, or other
medical therapies.
The team noted that the study
has significant implications for
treating a very vulnerable pop-
ulation of patients with car-
diovascular disease globally by
reassuring doctors of the safe-
ty and effectiveness of
empagliflozin early after a heart
attack.
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Haryana MLA Devender Singh Babli, who
was elected on the ticket of the Jannayak

Janata Party, joined the BJP on Monday, as the
ruling party looks to bolster its ranks in the State
ahead of the upcoming Assembly polls.
The Tohana MLA was a Minister in the
Government headed by former Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar and might be fielded by
the BJP in the polls.
Babli said the BJP is driven by the mindset of
development. He exuded confidence that the
party will return to power in Haryana for a third
term. Two other leaders, Sunil Sangwan, whose
father Satpal Sangwan is a former Haryana
Minister, and Sanjay Kablana, also joined the BJP.
Sunil Sangwan is in the Government service and
has put in his papers, an indication that he will
be contesting the polls as well. Kablana, too, was
in the JJP.
They joined the BJP in the presence of its gen-
eral secretary Arun Singh, former Tripura
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb and Haryana

unit President Mohan Lal Badoli. Singh claimed
that a pro-BJP mood prevails in Haryana and
the party will retain power in the State.  Haryana
goes to polls on October 5 and votes will be
counted on October 8. Babli had defeated the
then Haryana BJP President Subhash Barala in
the 2019 polls by over 50,000 votes in an elec-
tion in which Jats had mostly voted against the
BJP, which still emerged as the single largest
party and retained power.
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The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs on

Monday approved a 309 km
new line project providing the
shortest rail connectivity
between the two major com-
mercial hubs of Mumbai and
Indore, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said.
The total cost of the project has
been pegged at Rs 18,036 crore
and it will be completed by
2028-29, the Minister said.
The project will generate direct
employment for about 102
lakh man-days, or what
Vaishnaw described as “human
days”, during the construction.
An official statement later said
the project is a result of the
PM-Gati Shakti National
Master Plan for multi-modal
connectivity which has been
possible through integrated
planning and will provide
seamless connectivity for the
movement of people, goods
and services.
The project covers six districts
in Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh and will increase the
existing network of Indian
Railways by about 309 km.
It will promote tourism in the
region by providing a shorter
route between western/south-
western parts of the country
and central India. This will
increase the tourist footfall to
various tourist/religious places
in the Ujjain–Indore region,
including the Sri
Mahakaleshwar Jyotirlinga
Temple.
The project will provide direct

connectivity to Pithampur
Auto Cluster (which houses 90
large units and 700 small and
medium industries) from the
gateway port of JNPA and
other state ports.
It will also provide direct con-
nectivity to the millet-produc-
ing districts of Madhya Pradesh
and onion-producing districts
of Maharashtra which will
facilitate the distribution of
the same to the northern and
southern parts of the country.
This is an essential route, the
statement said, for transporta-
tion of commodities such as
agriculture products, fertiliser,
containers, iron ore, steel,
cement, petroleum, oil and
lubricants (POL).
The capacity augmentation
work will result in additional
freight traffic of a magnitude of
about 26 MTPA (Million
Tonnes Per Annum).
“The Railways being environ-
ment-friendly and energy-effi-
cient mode of transportation,
will help both in achieving cli-
mate goals and minimising
logistics cost of the country,
reduce oil import (18 crore
litres) and lower CO2 emis-
sions (138 crore kg) which is
equivalent to plantation of 5.5
crore trees,” it said.
With this project, 30 new sta-
tions will be constructed, pro-
viding enhanced connectivity
to the aspirational district of
Barwani.
The new line project will pro-
vide connectivity to approxi-
mately 1,000 villages and about
30 lakh population.
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Actor Kangana Ranaut on
Monday said it’s “hugely

demotivating and unjust” that
censorship is only for her film
“Emergency”, which is yet to
receive a certificate from the
Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC), putting
its September 6 release in jeop-
ardy. Drawing parallels
between “Emergency” and
Netflix series “IC 814: The
Kandahar Hijack”, Ranaut said
censorship is only for those
who make films based on his-
toric facts while violence and
nudity can be shown on
streamers.
“Law of the land is that one can
show unimaginable amount
of violence and nudity on
OTT platforms without any
consequence or censorship,
one can even distort real life
events to suit their politically
motivated sinister motives,
there is all the freedom for
communists or leftists across
the world for such anti nation-
al expressions...

“...But as a nationalist no OTT
platform allows us to make
films that revolves around the
integrity and unity of Bharat,
it seems censorship is only for
some of us who don’t want
tukde of this nation and make
films on historic facts. It’s
hugely demotivating and
unjust,” she wrote on the
microblogging site. Anubhav
Sinha’s show on the 1999
hijacking has courted contro-
versy for allegedly giving the
hijackers names like ‘Bhola’
and ‘Shankar’.
Kangana had also spoken
about facing censorship issues
to Shubhankar Mishra in a

podcast where she said an
emergency has been imposed
on her film.
“It’s a very hopeless state. I’m
quite disappointed in our
country and whatever the cir-
cumstances are... How much
will we keep getting scared?
I’ve made this film with a lot
of self-respect which is why the
CBFC can’t point out any con-
tention. They’ve stalled my
certificate, but I’m determined
to release an uncut version of
the film. I’ll fight in court and
release an uncut version,” she
said.
According to a source,
“Emergency” isn’t releasing on

Friday because the makers are
yet to receive the certification
from the CBFC.
On Monday, the Madhya
Pradesh High Court is slated to
hear a Sikh body’s plea seeking
directions to stop the release of
“Emergency”, which has now
been postponed multiple
times. Last week, Ranaut —
also the director, writer, and
co-producer of “Emergency”—
said her film is still stuck with
the censor board contrary to
rumours that it has been
cleared for release.
She had also said she is under
pressure to not show the assas-
sination of the former prime
minister by her security
guards. Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) on Friday sent a legal
notice to CBFC seeking to
prevent the release of Ranaut’s
film, claiming it may “incite
communal tensions” and
“spread misinformation”.
It alleged the trailer of the film
depicted “erroneous historical
facts that not only misrepresent
the Sikh community but also
promote hatred and social dis-
cord”.
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Observing that farmers’
protest should not be

politicised, the Supreme Court
on Monday constituted a high-
powered committee headed
by former Punjab and
Haryana High Court judge
Justice Nawab Singh to ami-
cably resolve the grievances of
farmers agitating at the
Shambhu border.
A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan direct-
ed the five-member commit-
tee to convene its first meeting
within a week and reach out to
the agitating farmers to per-
suade them to immediately
remove their tractors, trol-
leys etc. From the Shambhu
border between Punjab and
Haryana to provide relief to
commuters.
Both the Punjab and Haryana
Governments will be free to
give suggestions to the com-
mittee, it added.
The farmers are agitating over
a plethora of demands includ-
ing legal guarantee of mini-
mum support price (MSP) for
their produce.
“We hope and trust that one of
the major demands of the agi-

tating farmers regarding con-
stitution of a neutral high-
powered committee having
been accepted with the con-
sent of both the States, they
will immediately respond to
the request of the high-pow-
ered committee and will vacate
the Shambhu border or the
other roads connecting the
two States without any delay.
“This gesture will provide
huge relief to the general pub-
lic who are facing extreme
hardships due to the blockade
of the highways. It will also
facilitate the high-powered
committee and both the States
to consider the farmers’ gen-
uine and just demands in a
dispassionate and objective
manner,” the bench said.
The committee also compris-
es retired IPS officer B S
Sandhu, Mohali resident
Devinder Sharma, professor
Ranjit Singh Ghuman and Dr
Sukhpal Singh, agricultural
economist from the Punjab
Agriculture University.
Asking the panel to formulate
the issues for consideration,
the bench also directed its
chairperson to invite professor
B R Kamboj, Vice Chancellor
of the Chaudhary Charan
Singh Haryana Agricultural

University, as special invitee as
and when his expert opinion
is needed.
“The chairperson may appoint
a Member Secretary to the
High-powered Committee for
the purpose of coordinating
amongst the members of the
Committee, convening the
meetings and maintaining
records, etc,” it said.
The Member Secretary of the
committee shall place on
record the proposed issues
for which the committee may
also consider the scope of its
delineation, it added.
It also advised the protesting
farmers to distance themselves
from political parties, political
issues, and to not insist on
demands which are not feasi-

ble to be accepted outright.
“In other words, all their issues
will be considered in a phased
manner by this court after tak-
ing into consideration the rec-
ommendations that may be
made by the committee,” it
added.
The top court said the issues
facing the farmers should not
be politicised and be consid-
ered by the committee in a
phased manner.
Noting that both the state
Governments have identified
alternative sites for peaceful
agitations, the apex court said
the farmers shall be at liberty
to shift the venue of their
protest there.
The bench said there is a size-
able population of people in

Punjab and Haryana who are
associated with agriculture,
belong to the marginalised
sections of society and live
below the poverty line.
“Most of them are the strength
and backbone of agricultural
activities in their villages/areas.
We acknowledge their contri-
bution towards the agricultural
growth and are of the view that
their legitimate aspirations, if
not enforceable rights, also
deserve empathy and due con-
sideration by the committee,
while examining the larger
issues which are confronting
the farming community in
the States of Punjab and
Haryana,” the bench said.
It also directed the chief sec-
retaries and police chiefs of the
two States to provide all logis-
tical support to the committee.
“The ancillary issues like hon-
orarium to be paid to the
chairperson and members of
the high-powered committee,
keeping in view the volume of
the work entrusted to them or
the apportionment of the
expenditure between the two
States, will be considered by us
in consultation with the chair-
person and members of the
committee and both the state
Governments,” the bench said

while posting the matter for
further hearing on October 14.
The member secretary of the
committee shall, meanwhile,
place on record the interim
status report, the bench said.
The court was hearing the
Haryana Government’s plea
challenging the high court’s
order asking it to remove
within a week the barricades
erected at the Shambhu border
near Ambala where protesting
farmers have been camping
since February 13.
On August 22, the bench had
asked the Punjab and Haryana
Governments to convey to
the agitating farmers that the
court as well as the two States
are concerned about their
issues and a forum is being
constituted for redressing their
grievances.
The Haryana Government had
set up barricades on the
Ambala-New Delhi national
highway in February after the
‘Samyukta Kisan Morcha’
(Non-Political) and ‘Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha’ announced
that farmers would march to
Delhi in support of their
demands, including legal guar-
antee of minimum support
price (MSP) for their pro-
duce. 

Shambhu border stir: SC forms panel to address farmers’ issues

Kangana decries non-clearance of her film ‘Emergency’

-+��������
��5.�
*��	&��(�
���$����	�,+
�����	��(��	
�	���$����
�

'���
��66���
��
���
�
��
��-��$
�7�����.6���	�	

�(��	�&�


��8"��	
�������
���
�
�����������

�
�	�9)��6������)�:��,%���;�%%)

Drug to treat kidney disorders panacea for
heart attack survivors, says study
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At least 16 people lost their
lives in various rain-

related incidents as torrential
rains lashed Telangana and
the state government on
Monday estimated the
damage at Rs 5,000 crore and
sought an immediate
assistance of Rs 2,000 crore
from the Centre.
The incessant rainfall caused
inundation of low-lying
areas, damage to agricultural
crops and disruption of the
state's rail and road links with
neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh. Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, who
announced an ex-gratia of Rs
five lakh each to the kin of
those who were killed in the
rain-related incidents, urged
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to visit the rain-hit
areas and to declare the
floods as a national calamity.
An official release quoted
Revanth Reddy as saying that
the damage was to the tune of
Rs 5,000 crore as per
preliminary estimates.
The CM held a meeting with
ministers and officials at
Suryapet as part of his visit to

rain-hit areas.
State IT and Industries
Minister D Sridhar Babu told
reporters that full details on
the loss of life and others
would be known after reports
on damage are received.
The state government will
submit a comprehensive
report on the flood damage to
the Centre, the release said.
Meanwhile, the flood-hit
areas of Khammam presented
a scene of extensive damage
as household items were
washed away and some items
carried away by water were
stuck to the gates of houses.
Residents of flood-affected
areas narrated their woes to
state Revenue Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy and
Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao,
who visited them.
In view of the forecast of
rains in Adilabad, Nizamabad
and Nirmal districts on
Monday and Tuesday, the
Chief Minister, who held a
meeting with officials in
Hyderabad earlier in the day,
directed the Collectors and
other officials of these
districts to be alert and to
shift the people in low-lying

areas to relief camps if
necessary.
He suggested setting up
control rooms in district
Collectorates to monitor the
situation.
Officials informed the CM
that crops in over 1.5 lakh

acres suffered damage as per
preliminary estimates.
Revanth Reddy instructed
officials to enumerate the
crop damage so that ex-gratia
can be announced
expeditiously.
He also ordered sanctioning

of houses under the
'Indiramma' housing scheme
for those whose houses
collapsed due to the heavy
rains.
Officials were directed to
address issues related to
traffic, supply of power, water

and also sanitation in the
Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
without any delay. An official
of the Secunderabad-
headquartered South Central
Railway (SCR) said due to
heavy rains and waterlogging
over the tracks at several
locations on the SCR
network, as many as 432
trains were cancelled and 13
trains were partially
cancelled. He said 139 trains
were diverted till Monday
afternoon. A portion of
gravel under the railway track
near Kesamudram was earlier
washed away due to
floodwaters.
Restoration works were
underway, he said.
SCR General Manager Arun
Kumar Jain and other
Railway officials reached the
site and were monitoring the
restoration work.
The SCR official said train
services are expected to
resume on the Kazipet-
Vijayawada section by the
evening of September 3.
However, the restoration
work may get delayed if
rainfall and flood situation
continues, he added.

Due to incessant rains in
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, flooding and
breaches were reported in
Kazipet-Vijayawada section
and five trains were stranded.
Around 10,000 passengers
from these trains were
brought to the nearest
Railway stations in state-run
RTC buses on Sunday
evening and special trains
were arranged to take them to
their respective destinations,
he added.

Traffic on NH-65
between Hyderabad and
Vijayawada is being allowed
as usual from Monday late
evening, Suryapet district
Superintendent of Police
Sunpreet Singh said in a
release. Water logging and
overflowing on the road
stopped, it said.
In the affected areas in
Khammam, household items
were washed away. As water
levels receded, the victims
began cleaning up their
homes and removing the
slush.
Residents said their valuables,
including documents and
academic certificates, were
washed away. Some

complained that they had no
drinking water and food and
that they did not get any help.
The Agriculture Minister told
media that workers and also
vehicles like tractors in the
district are being deployed in
Khammam to clean the roads
and to restore electricity.
The district administration
has been directed to
distribute essential items to
those affected by the floods,
he said.
The Met Centre here
predicted heavy rain at
isolated places in Adilabad,
Komaram Bheem Asifabad,
Nirmal, Nizamabad, Jagtial,
Sangareddy, Medak,
Kamareddy districts till 8.30
am on September 3.
It also said thunderstorms
accompanied with lightning
and gusty winds (30-40
kmph) are very likely to
occur at isolated places in
many districts of Telangana
during this period. It issued a
yellow alert for this forecast.
rime Minister Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah spoke to Revanth Reddy
on Sunday and promised to
help the state on behalf of the
Centre. 

 !�"#�"����$���%$#&��#"���'�"#��(�����)*���

��&�� �1,(%��

In line with the Indian
Football Association's

goals, 1,000 playgrounds are
being established across Uttar
Pradesh to promote the sport,
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said on Monday.
He made the announcement
while addressing the audience
as the chief guest at the
Mohun Bagan vs East Bengal
football match, held at KD
Singh Babu Stadium under
the Chief Minister's Cup in
the state capital, according to
an official statement.
The chief minister also
emphasised the government's
commitment to sports,
mentioning that over 500
athletes who won medals in
the Olympics,
Commonwealth Games,
Asian Games, and World
Championships have been
directly recruited to
government jobs.
"This support will continue in
the future," he added.
Adityanath also hailed Prime

Minister Narendra Modi,
crediting his leadership for
the "remarkable growth" in
sports in the country over the

past decade. The 'Khelo India'
initiative, championed by the
prime minister, has been a
key driver of this progress, he
said.
"In line with the Indian
Football Association's goals,
1,000 football-specific
playgrounds are also being
established," the statement
quoted him as saying.
"Inspired by the PM's vision,
Uttar Pradesh has aligned
itself with this mission,
charting a new course by
constructing playgrounds in
all 57,000 gram panchayats
across the state," he added.
The chief minister said,
"Additionally, the state is
developing mini stadiums in
its 825 development blocks
and full-scale stadiums in all
75 districts, he said, these
developments are on priority
for the government."
Adityanath said the Indian
Football Association
envisions dedicating one
stadium in every district and
18 divisions specifically for
football, and the government
fully supports this initiative to
advance sports activities.
"Uttar Pradesh has made
significant contributions to

the world of sports.
Legendary hockey players like
Major Dhyan Chand and KD
Singh Babu hailed from the
state, with the latter having
this stadium named in his
honour. Uttar Pradesh has
also made notable strides in
football," he added.
He highlighted that two
players from Uttar Pradesh in
the Indian hockey team have
excelled in the Paris
Olympics.
Last year, hockey player Lalit
Kumar Upadhyay was
appointed as Deputy
Superintendent (DSP) in
Uttar Pradesh Police, and
soon, hockey player Raj
Kumar Pal will also be
recruited as a DSP,
Adityanath stated.
State minister Girish Yadav,
Indian Football Association
President Kalyan Chaubey,
Uttar Pradesh Krida Bharati
President and Legislative
Council Member Avnish
Kumar Singh, former
Legislative Council Member
Mohsin Raza, and state Sports
Director RP Singh, among
other top dignitaries were
present on the occasion, the
statement added. 

1,000 playgrounds across UP
to be dedicated to football: Yogi
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The BJP Monday released its
fourth list of six candidates

for the Jammu and Kashmir
assembly polls, fielding its
union territory unit president
Ravinder Raina from
Nowshera in the Jammu
region.
With the fresh list, the party
has so far named 51
candidates, including 14 for
the Kashmir Valley, where the
BJP is yet to open its account
in assembly elections.
The 47-year-old Raina, who
won from Nowshera in
Rajouri district in the 2014
polls too, has been fielded
again from his home
constituency.
Raina, who took over as the
party president in Jammu and
Kashmir in May 2018, thanked
the party for reposing faith in
him and expressed confidence
of winning a majority of the
seats in the Union Territory to
form the next government. 
"The BJP's popularity has
grown manifold over the years
under the leadership of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi who
restored peace and normalcy
in J-K besides ensuring
development and justice to
every section of the society in
the past 10 years," he told PTI.
"We will win the elections to
form our own government
with the first chief minister
from the saffron party," he
said.
Raina's main rival from the
seat is former MLC Surinder
Choudhary who joined the

National Conference in July
2023 after more than a year
with the BJP.
The other names in the list are:
former MLC Vibodh Gupta
from Rajouri (ST) in the
Jammu region; and Aijaiz
Hussain (Lal Chowk), Arif
Raja (Eidgah), Ali
Mohammad Mir (Khansahib)
and Zahid Hussain (Chrar-e-
Sharief) from the Kashmir
Valley.
The list was released on the

approval of the party's central
election committee for the
second phase of elections.
The Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir, which has a 90-
member assembly, is going to
polls in three phases on
September 18, 25 and October
1.
This will be the first assembly
elections in Jammu and
Kashmir since the revocation
of Article 370 of the
Constitution in August 2019
and the state's division in two
union territories.
The BJP released the first list
of 15 candidates followed by
another list of one candidate
on August 26 for the first
phase of elections. The BJP
faced internal rumblings when
it released the list. 
The party trimmed the initial

first list of 44 to 16 following
protests by some party cadre
who alleged that "parachute
candidates" were favoured
over dedicated workers. A
group of disgruntled members
protested at the BJP
headquarters in Jammu.
Despite resentment shown by

some party leaders over
selection of candidates from
Jammu north, Jammu east,
Padder-Nagseni, Ramban,
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi,
Chhamb and Akhnoor
segments, the BJP next day
released its revised list of 29
nominees – 10 for second
phase and 19 for the third
phase -- without making any
major changes except
replacing one contestant.
The party named former MLA
Baldev Raj Sharma from Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi seat in
place of Rohit Dubey while all
other names remained the
same for the same set of
constituencies.
At least five BJP leaders
resigned from the party and
two of them already filed their
nomination papers from two
constituencies -- Ramban and
Padder-Nagseni -- which
along with 22 other segments
are going to polls in the first
phase. In a damage control
exercise, the party mobilised
several top leaders, including
union ministers, to reach out
to the disgruntled leaders. 
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Ajoint meeting of the
Political Affairs

Committee and the Advisory
Committee of the Jannayak
Janta Party was held in Sirsa
on Monday to firm up the
party manifesto and discuss
the names of the candidates
for the Haryana Assembly
polls.
According to a party
statement, JJP's senior
leaders, including former
deputy chief minister
Dushyant Chautala, discussed
important points of the party
manifesto.
The names of the potential
candidates for the elections
were also discussed in the
meeting.
During the meeting, Chautala
discussed in detail various
points of the manifesto being
prepared by the JJP.

The JJP and Chandra Shekhar
Azad-led Azad Samaj Party
(Kanshi Ram) recently
announced their alliance for
the Haryana Assembly polls.
The JJP will contest 70 of the

90 Assembly seats, while the
Azad Samaj Party will contest
20 seats.
During the meeting, a
consensus was reached on
some parts of the manifesto,

including implementing the
loan waiver for farmers if
alliance come to power.
An agreement was reached on
waiving the loans taken by
farmers from cooperative

banks. 
If a JJP-led government is
formed in the state, a
compensation of Rs 25,000
per acre will be given to
farmers in case of crop
damage and the 'Jannayak
Fasal Suraksha Yojana' will be
launched, it said.
Under this, the premium for
the 'Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana' will be borne by
the state government, said the
party statement.
The former deputy CM said
50 per cent seats will be
reserved for women in the
recruitment of teachers in
schools, colleges and
universities.
He said that so far the names
of the potential candidates
have been discussed by
holding meetings with the
party district presidents,
constituency heads and other
office bearers of 17 districts

and in the remaining five
districts, consensus will be
reached by discussing with
alliance partner ASP.
He said that when the final
decision is taken, the names
will be announced under the
joint banner of both the
parties.
After this meeting, Dushyant
also held a meeting of the
executive and office bearers of
Fatehabad and Sirsa districts
and discussed the potential
candidates.
Later, he said that he will file
his nomination papers from
the Uchana Assembly
constituency on September 5,
the very first day of filing of
nominations.
On the issue of a number of
JJP rebel MLAs joining the
BJP in recent days, Chautala
said the BJP is contesting the
elections by "borrowing"
candidates from other parties. 
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Atwo-year-old girl was
killed and two women

injured in three separate wolf
attacks in the Mahsi area of
Bahraich district while
reports of suspected animal
attacks were also received
from neighbouring Sitapur
district.
District Magistrate
(Bahraich) Monika Rani said
this was the eighth death in
wolf attacks since July 17.
Seven children were among
those killed and about 30
injured.
Another official said Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
would review the situation in
Bahraich and nearby districts
through videoconferencing
on Monday.
Officials said two-year-old
Anjali was sleeping with her
mother outside their home in
the Garethi Gurudutt Singh
village of the Hardi area on
Sunday when she was taken
by a wolf.
The child's mutilated body
was found a kilometre from
the village, the officials said
and added that the wolf had
eaten both her hands.
In the second incident, 70-
year-old Kamala Devi from
Mauja Kotiya village in the
Barabigha area was injured
when a wolf entered her
house and attacked her early
on Monday, they said.
She was admitted to the
district hospital with injuries
on her neck, mouth and ears
and her condition was stated
to be stable, they added.
In the third incident, Suman
Devi (45) was found injured
in a suspected wolf attack
early on Monday and
hospitalised, the officials said.
Divisional Commissioner
Shashibhushan Lal Shushil
told PTI that Adityanath

would hold a review meeting
via videoconferencing on
Monday.
District Magistrate Rani said
the administration had
already captured four wolves
and was working to catch the
others.
However, the presence over a
hundred revenue villages in
the district has compounded
the problem, with the wolves
attacking a new village every
four to five days, she said.
People are being made aware
about the situation and told to
sleep inside their homes with
the doors closed or on
rooftops, Rani said.
According to reports, two
wolves are attacking but the
forest department is
collecting information about
the exact number, she added.
Superintendent of Police
Vrinda Shukla and Rani took
stock of the situation and met
the toddler's family members.
They have also directed that
the injured get proper
treatment.
In neighbouring Sitapur, fear
gripped residents of Parsehra
Sharikpur village after three
women were injured in
attacks by unidentified
animals.
While locals claimed that the
women were attacked by
wolves, forest department
officials suspect that a jackal
was behind the attacks.
A forest department team
collected animal samples and
footprints and ruled out a
wolf or tiger attack.

A Parsehra
Sharikpur official said Rosida
(30) was asleep with her three
children in her home when
she was attacked. Rosida
suffered claw injuries on her
hand.
Two more women -- 60-year-
old Ramshree and 65-year-
old Kailasha -- were attacked,
the official added.
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The meteorological office
here on Monday warned of

low to moderate flash flood risk
in several parts of Himachal
Pradesh, including Chamba,
Kangra, Mandi, Shimla,
Sirmaur and Kinnaur, until
Tuesday afternoon.
It also issued a 'yellow' alert of
heavy rain, thunderstorm and
lightning at isolated places in
nine out of 12 districts in the
state, barring Kinnaur, Chamba
and Lahaul and Spiti till
Tuesday.
Meanwhile, 109 roads,
including a national highway,
across the state were closed on
Monday following heavy rains

in several areas, the state
emergency operation centre
said.
Besides National Highway 707
between Hatkoti in Shimla
district and Poanta Sahib in
Sirmaur district gett ing
blocked, 55 roads were closed
in Sirmaur, 23 in Shimla, 10
each in Mandi and Kangra,
nine in Kullu, one each in
Lahaul and Spiti and Una
districts, the centre said.
As many as 427 power supply
schemes were also disrupted
across the state, it added.
Meanwhile, heavy rains lashed
parts of Sirmaur, Bilaspur and
Mandi district while moderate
rainfall was recorded in several
places of the state in the past 24

hours until Monday evening.
Dadahu in in Sirmaur district
was the wettest in the state
recording 160 mm of rainfall,
followed by 146.5 mm rains in
Nahan, 130 mm in Naina Devi,
83 mm in Pachhad, 74.5 mm in
Dhaulakuan, 72.6 mm in
Poanta Sahib, the weather data
showed. Hamirpur noted 70
mm rainfall, Sundernagar 67
mm, Kataula 55.1 mm,
Sundernagar 46.2 mm, Pandoh
34 mm, Chamba 33 mm,
Bharmour 32 mm and
Palampur 30 mm, it added.
Himachal Pradesh's rainfall
deficit so far since the onset of
monsoon in the state on June
27 stands at 23 per cent with
482.1 mm rainfal.
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Iwas having dinner with
a friend on a recent visit
to Mumbai. He quit a

high-profile corporate job a
few years back. As he settled
into a new unknown rou-
tine, he started experiment-
ing. He wrote articles on the
relevance of festivals in the
modern world, moderates a
talk show, has started learn-
ing Sanskrit to read the
scriptures in original, par-
ticipates in marathons, and
loves to cook. 
Not surprisingly, his life
mirrors mine.We got
around to discussing anoth-
er mutual ex-colleague, who
was recently in the hospital
due to a medical scare
which could be attributed
to a life spent on a stress-
inducing work schedule.
He has recently crossed the
age of retirement but has
accepted an extension.
I told him rather bluntly
that he should stop work-
ing, a sentiment that his
wife reciprocated. The
response was on expected
lines, “What will I do if I
take retirement?” I immedi-
ately listed the number of
things that he could do, the
chief among them being to
take care of his health, and

many other activities that
he had wanted to indulge in
but could not, caught up in
the daily grind of living life
and earning. 
This incident struck an
immediate chord with the
Mumbai friend, who had a
similar experience with yet
another mutual
friend.Many do not have
the luxury of taking retire-
ment. They must necessar-
ily work till the end for the
next meal on their table.
There is a smaller popula-
tion, though not insignifi-
cant, which can do some-
thing different. These are
the people, who like me,
were provided the best by
their parents within the
limited resources that they

could earn. Even those lim-
ited means were better than
what most had, and which
helped us to dream and cre-
ate a list of things that we
wanted to do. We pursued
a few of these with a single-
minded devotion particu-
larly the ones related to
materialistic possessions,
ignoring others that were
mostly related to our cre-
ative side that we tried to
suppress. Many of us have
now reached a level of com-
fort that enables us to have
a relook at the ones that we
missed. 
A friend has started learn-
ing the keyboard. Another
friend started taking flying
lessons and was looking
forward to completing the
hours necessary to earn a
license. Now in the reverse
count of my life, I realise
that I wish to travel, I want
to write, I have the urge to
make friends, and I want to
help others to dream.Many
like me wish to alleviate the
drudgery of the majority so
that at least the coming
generations can look for-
ward to creating their buck-
et list. We have seen many
initiatives taken by the gov-
ernment over the past few

decades to create an ecosys-
tem to help the less fortu-
nate. Corporations also ear-
mark part of profits in a
separate fund as social
responsibility. 
There are individuals from
certain communities who
donate a percentage of their
annual earnings for the
purpose. There are faiths
actively involved in the bet-
terment of many. I have
often wondered about the
miracles that we can
achieve if all these agencies
and individuals come
together to ensure that
future generations have an
option.There is always an
answer to the query, “What
will I do?” We need to look
within and then look
around. There is so much to
do, and so little time. Mark
Twain summed it up well,
“Twenty years from now,
you will be more disap-
pointed by the things that
you didn’t do than by the
ones that you did do.”

(The writer is an author,
speaker, coach, arbitrator

and strategy consultant
and  conducts workshops

on creative writing; views
are personal)
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Madam—This is not the first time MP
Kangana Ranaut has indulged in contro-
versy. Earlier too, a couple of months ago,
after a CISF officer allegedly slapped
Ranaut at Chandigarh airport, the officer
was reportedly heard saying that her
mother participated in the farm agitation
and had defamed the women who joined
the protests by alleging they were paid to
do so.  
This time again she  used the irresponsi-
ble and malicious statements like “dead
bodies were hanging and rapes were tak-
ing place during the 2020-21 farmers’ agi-
tation”.   
In a recent interview with a Hindi daily, the
actress turned BJP MP described the
farmers’ movement as an anti-national
force engaged in destabilizing India with
the help of “external forces”. Kangana’s
remarks are unacceptable as the farmers
during their agitation lost more than 700
of their comrades. She needs to tender an
unconditional apology from the farmers
for her utterances.

S.K. Khosla | Chandigarh
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Madam — In the passing of Abdul
Ghafoor Noorani, the country has lost
a towering legal luminary, a scholar, a
political analyst, and a public intellect.
His passing at the age of 93 marks the
end of an era—one defined by a relent-
less pursuit of justice, profound intel-
lectual rigour, and a commitment to the
principles that fortified modern India’s
democratic framework. The prolific
author made indelible contributions to
legal scholarship and political dis-
course in India for over six decades. 
As a relentless defender of justice and
the Constitution, Noorani will always be
remembered most by the marginalised
and those who seek to challenge the
structures of power and exclusion.
Unlike many others in his profession
who would have sought high positions
or rewards in the later years of life,
Noorani never did. 

Ganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Madam — This refers to ' Demolition
notices leave the poor along Boin Lake
dazed ' ( Sept 1). The news of HYDRAA
demolition drive operations in and around
Hyderabad came like a bolt from the blue.
Demolition drive operations is creating
hovac all over the Telangana. The
Telangana state government is hell-bent on
demolishing houses, buildings in the
name of illegal structures by HYDRAA .
Demolition drive operations and the
orders issued by the Revenue Department
of Medchal-Malkajgiri district  to vacate
their houses in a couple of days dazed the
residents is extreme tyranny and sheer
inhumane. People living near Boin Lake in
Hasmathpet, are panic-stricken . They are
at  their wit's end what to do? whom to
approach? They are being displaced and
being rendered homeless without prior
eviction notice is quite unconstitutional,
unjustified, undemocratic and unwar-
ranted. Despite possessing  and retaining
the relevant registered documents their
houses are being pulled down and demol-
ished is most distressing and unfortunate.
The demolition  drive operations are in full
swing all over Telangana. The Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy must stop this
demolition drive operations on the human-
itarian grounds.  
People have been living and residing for
many years as some of their properties
belong to ancestors they got their proper-
ties  registered in their names. Demolition
drive operations started all over Telangana.
Mahabubnagar demolition drive opera-
tions is shocking  and heart-rending
sparked outrage and widespread con-
demnation where the  houses belonging to
the poor, physical challenged and visual
impaired individuals pulled down and
demolished. The government must pon-
der over the poignant plight of the physi-
cal challenged, visually impaired individ-
uals and the poor and desist and refrain
from demolishing their houses near nalas
or lakes areas  without providing alterna-
tive on the humanitarian grounds.   

Zubair Khan | Hyderabad
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consensus on basic facts
becomes increasingly elusive.
Orwell's concept of “Big
Brother” — the omnipresent
surveillance state that monitors
every aspect of citizens’ lives —
is also frighteningly relevant
today. In *1984*, the Party uses
telescreens and hidden micro-
phones to ensure that no dis-
senting thought or action goes
unnoticed, fostering a climate
of fear and paranoia that effec-
tively silences opposition. In
our contemporary world, mass
surveillance has become a
reality on a global scale, with
governments implementing
extensive surveillance pro-
grams under the guise of
national security.
The revelations by Edward
Snowden in 2013 exposed the
extent to which governments
were spying on their citizens,
collecting vast amounts of
data on phone calls, emails,
and internet activity. The
boundaries between state and
corporate surveillance are
increasingly blurred as tech
giants like Google, Facebook,
and Amazon collect vast
amounts of data on users’
online behavior, often with
minimal transparency. 
Today's populist leaders have
mastered the art of double-
think, often making contradic-
tory promises or statements
that their followers accept
without question. They may
decry the "elite" while simul-
taneously benefiting from elite

status themselves or champi-
on "freedom" while imple-
menting policies that curtail
personal liberties. This ability
to manipulate and distort real-
ity is a hallmark of populist
rhetoric, much like it was for
Orwell's Party.
The rise of populism in the
21st century has also brought
a resurgence of authoritarian
tendencies. Leaders who once
espoused democratic values
increasingly resort to autocrat-
ic measures to consolidate
power. Whether it's the under-
mining of judicial indepen-
dence, the suppression of the
free press, or the erosion of
checks and balances, these
actions mirror the totalitarian
regime depicted in *1984*.
Orwell's *Animal Farm*, while
serving as an allegory for the
Russian Revolution and the
subsequent rise of the Soviet
Union, offers themes that are
universally applicable. The
story of the farm animals’
rebellion against their human
oppressors, only to find them-
selves under the tyranny of
their fellow animals, is a pow-
erful commentary on the cycli-
cal nature of power and cor-
ruption. In contemporary pol-
itics, the concept of
“Snoopgate” — a term used to
describe politically motivated
surveillance scandals — is
reminiscent of the betrayal and
manipulation seen in *Animal
Farm*.
Orwell's dystopian novels were

products of their time, reflect-
ing the anxieties and political
realities of the 20th century.
However, their relevance has
only grown with time, as the
themes they explore have
become increasingly pertinent
today. The rise of surveillance
states, the erosion of truth, the
manipulation of language, and
the rise of authoritarianism are
all issues that transcend
national borders.
In China, for example, the gov-
ernment's use of technology to
monitor its citizens has creat-
ed a digital dystopia reminis-
cent of Orwell's vision. 
The implementation of a social
credit system, where citizens
are scored based on their
behavior and loyalty to the
state, is a chilling example of
how technology can be used to
enforce conformity and sup-
press dissent. Similarly, in
Russia, the government's con-
trol over the media and its use
of propaganda to shape pub-
lic opinion is a textbook case
of Orwellian doublethink.
The global reach of Orwell's
ideas is a testament to the uni-
versality of his concerns.
Whether in the context of a lib-
eral democracy or an author-
itarian regime, the themes of
*1984* and *Animal Farm*
resonate deeply with those
who value freedom and truth. 

(The writer is an associate
professor, views expressed are

personal)
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In his seminal work *1984*,
George Orwell posits that
"those who control the present

control the past; those who con-
trol the past control the future."
This powerful assertion under-
scores the terrifying consequences
of manipulating history and truth.
In the dystopian world of *1984*,
the ruling Party wields absolute
power by constantly rewriting his-
tory to align with its agenda, eras-
ing inconvenient truths, and
ensuring that its version of real-
ity is the only one that exists. This
manipulation of truth is key to
maintaining the Party’s unchal-
lenged dominance, as it keeps the
population ignorant and compli-
ant.
As we examine contemporary
international politics, it is impos-
sible to ignore the striking paral-
lels between Orwell's dystopian
vision and our current reality.
Concepts such as “Big Brother,”
“doublethink,” and “post-truth”
have transcended Orwell's novel
and become disturbingly relevant
in today's world. The manipula-
tion of truth, pervasive surveil-
lance, and the rise of populist
authoritarianism are phenomena
that closely mirror the dangers
Orwell warned against.
The term "post-truth" has become
a defining characteristic of mod-
ern political discourse, echoing
Orwell’s portrayal of a world
where objective truth is malleable.
In *1984*, the Ministry of Truth
constantly altered historical
records to match the Party's shift-
ing narrative, keeping the popu-
lace in a state of ignorance and
making it impossible for them to
challenge the Party's authority.
Today, the concept of post-truth
is equally relevant. In 2016, the
Oxford Dictionary even named
"post-truth" the Word of the
Year, highlighting its prevalence
in contemporary discourse.
In this post-truth era, emotional
appeals and personal beliefs often
overshadow objective facts, mak-
ing it easier for those in power to
manipulate public opinion.
Politicians and media outlets
selectively present information,
distort facts, or even fabricate nar-
ratives to support their agendas.
This erosion of truth creates a
divided society, much like the
world Orwell depicted, where
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Vinod Johri | New Delhi
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The 4th Asia Pacific
Feminist Forum (APFF)
is set to take place next

month in Chiang Mai,
Thailand, under the theme
"Feminist world-building:
Creative energies, collective
journeys." This theme high-
lights the importance of unit-
ing people of all genders who
are dedicated to defending
human rights and promoting
gender equality. The forum
aims to collectively resist the
patriarchal, militarized, and
greed-driven world we cur-
rently inhabit, envisioning
instead a feminist world order.
What is a Feminist World
Order?
A feminist world order envi-
sions a different kind of devel-
opment model, one rooted in
sharing and caring rather than
power and violence. Unlike the

patriarchal systems that dom-
inate today, where power is
concentrated in the hands of a
few through violence and
exploitation, a feminist system
emphasizes care, solidarity,
and the equitable redistribu-
tion of power. This system
aspires to be socially just and
ecologically sustainable, ensur-
ing justice and sustainability
for everyone, everywhere. At
its core, this vision is ground-
ed in the principles of devel-
opment justice.
Abia Akram, founder and
CEO of the National Forum of
Women with Disabilities in
Pakistan, describes a feminist
world as a place where women
and all diverse genders can
fully realize their strength and
contribute meaningfully at the
grassroots level. In her view,
such a world would bring

about systematic changes
through transformative laws
and legal practices that are
aligned with human rights.
Migrant rights activist Eni
Lestari, Chairperson of the
International Migrants
Alliance, shares her perspective
on the feminist world order
based on her decades of expe-
rience in feminist movements.
She observes that neoliberal
globalization has exacerbated
structural exploitation, with
each new crisis worsening
poverty, displacement, and
unemployment. Having
migrated from Indonesia dur-
ing the 1997 Asian financial
crisis, Eni highlights that
migration has become an inte-
gral part of the economic
development strategy for many
capitalist countries, with near-
ly 300 million people now liv-

ing as migrants worldwide.
Eni envisions a feminist world
as one where economic and
political environments treat
everyone with fairness and
equality, eliminating the need
for migration or displacement
as a means of survival. In such
a world, women would lead
and ensure that justice and
equality are upheld for all
members of society.
Feminist World: A Joyous
and Inclusive World
Ivy Josiah, a women's rights
activist and former President
and Executive Director of
Malaysia's Women's Aid
Organisation, describes a fem-
inist world as a joyous and
inclusive one, where no one is
left behind-not just as a tagline,
but in reality. She believes
that if feminists lead the world,
it would be a peaceful one, as

war is a choice, and so is peace.
Feminist World: Anti-
Capitalism
A feminist world would stand
in stark opposition to capital-
ism, which prioritizes profit
maximization for a tiny elite
while subjecting the majority
of people and the planet to
unbridled exploitation. Ivy
argues that a feminist world
would not serve the interests
of the wealthy few but would
instead be characterized by
equitable resource distribu-

tion. 
Shrinking Spaces for Civil
Society: Abia Akram raises
concerns about the shrinking
spaces for civil society organi-
zations under the current
political systems. She argues
that creating an enabling envi-
ronment where everyone has
equal rights and opportunities
is missing from the agendas of
many countries. Budgetary
allocations often fail to include
a gender perspective, resulting
in inadequate resources and
opportunities for women and
girls with disabilities, transgen-
der individuals, and LGBTQI-
AP+ communities. Abia
asserts that meaningful
engagement and equitable rep-
resentation from feminist
movements are essential for
ensuring justice for all.
The Present World Order: 

The present world order, dri-
ven by patriarchy, fundamen-
talism, militarism, and corpo-
rate capitalism, stands as the
anti-thesis of a feminist world
order. This model has trans-
ferred wealth, power, and
resources from the working
people to the rich, and from
developing countries to
wealthy ones. The resulting
financial, environmental, food,
and energy crises have devas-
tated the lives of women, par-
ticularly in the Global South.
Transformative Shifts of the
Development Justice Model
The current world order
urgently needs to be replaced
with a development justice
model that addresses the
inequalities of wealth, power,
and resources between coun-
tries, between rich and poor,
and between men and women

and gender-diverse communi-
ties. This model is grounded in
five transformative shifts:
redistributive justice, econom-
ic justice, social and gender
justice, environmental justice,
and accountability to the peo-
ple. 
The Asia Pacific Feminist
Forum (APFF) plays a crucial
role in advancing the vision of
a feminist world order.
Organized by the Asia Pacific
Forum on Women, Law and
Development (APWLD), this
tri-annual event brings togeth-
er feminists and women's
rights activists of all genders
from across Asia and the
Pacific. 
(Shobha Shukla is the found-

ing Managing Editor and
Executive Director of CNS.

Views are personal)
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acts as a facilitator.The marketplace
owner books orders, raises invoic-
es, arranges deliveries, accepts
payments, handles rejections,
warehousing and so on but can’t
undertake “direct selling.”
Considering that the operator is
only expected to provide services
instead of a fee, there is no ques-
tion of any loss. 
Yet, Amazon is incurring huge
losses. The losses incurred by
Amazon are due to huge dis-
counts on the products sold on the
platform as well as expenses on
promoting exclusive brands. But
the discount is normally given by
the seller; this is also true of
money spent on promotion. The
service provider can’t do it unless
he is also masquerading as the sell-
er. Do the rules permit direct sell-
ing? Under the 2016 guide-
lines (Press Note PN issued by the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade or
DPIIT in the Ministry of
Commerce and Industries), the
permission for 100 per cent FDI in
the “market-place” is subject to two
main riders viz, “The entity can-
not permit more than 25 percent
of total sales on its platform from
one vendor or its group companies. 
Further, it can’t directly or indirect-
ly influence the sale price.” Sans
any specification as to “who the
vendor is”, a firm connected with
the “market-place” (either its sub-
sidiary or a joint venture (JV) with
an Indian company) is eligible. 
In other words, each such entity
could control up to 25 per cent of
sales on the platform. So, you have
companies like Cloudtail – an
Amazon venture in partnership
with a firm owned by Narayan
Murthy - operating as lead sellers
on the platform.Thus, contrary to
the real intent of the policy which
disallowed the e-commerce plat-
form owners from direct selling to
individual consumers, the fine
print permitted them to do so,
albeit through a subsidiary or JV.
This is precisely what the e-com-

merce majors have been doing.
They were operating as direct
sellers, controlling inventory, giv-
ing discounts and so on. A clari-
fication issued by the DPIIT on
December 26, 2018, said that “the
owner of the marketplace or its
subsidiary or its joint venture (JV)
with an Indian company can’t
have ownership of the seller.” 
Further, “a seller on the platform
can’t source more than 25 percent
of its inventory from a firm con-
nected with the latter.”Foreign
investors can circumvent the first
rider by having less than 50 per
cent shareholding in the seller firm
and arguing that they have no con-
trol (majority) over the latter. The
marketplace owner can also sell his
‘own’ product through its whole-
sale arm on the platform. All that
the wholesale arm needs to ensure
is to restrict supplies to the seller
within the 25 per cent threshold.
Thus, the clarification hasn’t helped
much in diluting their role as dom-
inant sellers. No wonder, small
traders, whom the e-commerce
platform was intended to help have
suffered heavily. 
This is because the business that
should have gone to the former
was appropriated by the latter i.e.
the dominant seller owned by
itself. The small retailers haven’t got
relief from the court. In 2019,
Delhi Vyapar Mahasangh (DVM)
complained to the Competition
Commission of India (CCI) alleg-
ing anti-competitive behaviour by
Amazon Seller Services (ASS) and
Flipkart Internet Private Limited
(FIPL). 
It argued that ASS and FIPL had
entered into exclusive sales agree-
ments with smartphone makers to
sell certain phones through a small
number of preferred sellers and
offering to pay for part of the dis-
count that such sellers would offer
during key sales periods such as
Flipkart’s big bullion day and
Amazon’s Prime Day. Prima facie,
the CCI agreed with DVM’s con-
tention and ordered a probe by the

Director General (DG) –
Investigation. 
ASS and FIPL went up to the
Supreme Court (SC) to get the
order quashed. In August 2021,
dismissing their appeal, the SC
ordered “the CCI – DG will com-
plete the probe. In its recent find-
ings, the CCI-DG has charged ASS
and FIPL with indulging in ‘preda-
tory pricing’ and violation of
antitrust laws. The latter will
appeal against this starting a fresh
round of never-ending litigation.
In the end (if at all the result
comes), Amazon et al will get away
with paying some penalty. How
can the government get out of this
mess?It could further tighten the
rules to say that platform owners
can’t hold even one per cent equi-
ty in the seller. Further, the former’s
wholesale arm must not supply
even one per cent of stocks of the
latter. This is an abhorrent idea. It
can’t be implemented. 
Besides, it will be a retrospective
change of policy and send a wrong
signal. The way forward is to
make obvious and straightfor-
ward what the bureaucrats had
already done in a ‘subtle’ way. The
government should say that ‘100
per cent FDI is allowed in retail in
all forms, single brand or multi-
brand retail (MBR), online or
offline (currently, while FDI in
MBR online is completely barred,
in MBR offline, 51 per cent foreign
investment is allowed subject to
riders which tantamount to com-
pletely barring it. 
All these distinctions should go).
With this, even as Amazon et al
can continue with direct selling to
consumers alongside running a
marketplace model, Indian retail-
ers including the millions of mom-
and-pop stores will also have
‘unrestrained’ access to foreign
capital thereby ensuring a level
playing field.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views expressed are personal)

At the launch of the Pahle
India Foundation’s report ‘Net
Impact of E-Commerce on
Employment and Consumer
Welfare in India’ on August

21, 2024, Union Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal took pot shot at the
world’s biggest e-tailer Amazon, for sell-
ing products directly to consumers and
indulging in “predatory pricing” that
could lead to massive growth of e-com-
merce capturing half of Indian retail mar-
ket ten years from now. This would
adversely impact an estimated 100 million
small retailers across the country and in
turn, lead to “social disruption”.
E-commerce, put simply, is the practice
of buying and selling goods or services
using the Internet. Predatory pricing
involves setting prices for a product at an
unrealistically low level to undercut the
competition and gain market share.
Generally practised by a new player in the
market, predatory pricing violates
antitrust laws even as it seeks to create a
monopoly.Goyal opines that Amazon is
selling products on its e-commerce plat-
form at unrealistically low prices which
results in heavy losses estimated to be
about a billion dollars annually. To fund
these losses, it brings the money from its
parent but camouflages it as foreign
direct investment (FDI). Any FDI in the
country is normally welcome given its
contribution to capital formation, accel-
erating economic growth and adding to
the foreign exchange kitty. But, the dol-
lars brought by Amazon don’t serve this
purpose.
In 2020 also, he had taunted the Amazon
boss for the latter’s claim to bring a few
billion dollars into India. Then, he had
charged that Jeff Bezos was bringing
money to make up for the huge loss the
company was incurring in its operations
in the country. He also voiced concern
over the harm it was causing to millions
of small retailers. Amazon essential-
ly operates the “market-place” model of
e-commerce - a special dispensation
carved out by the Narendra Modi
Government under which 100 per cent
FDI is permitted. 
The “market-place” is a platform where
vendors sell their products to consumers
even as its owner (say, Amazon) merely
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Arare call for a general
strike in Israel to protest

the failure to return hostages
held in Gaza led to closures
and other disruptions around
the country on Monday,
including at its main interna-
tional airport. But it was
ignored in some areas ,
reflecting deep political divi-
sions.

Hundreds of thousands of
Israelis poured into the
streets late Sunday in grief
and anger after six hostages
were found dead in Gaza. The
families and much of the
public  blamed Prime
Minister  B enjamin
Netanyahu, saying they could
have been returned alive in a
deal with Hamas to end the
nearly 11-month-old war.But
others support Netanyahu’s
strategy of maintaining mil-
itary pressure on Hamas,
whose October 7 attack into
Israel triggered the war. They
say it will force the militants
to give in to Israeli demands,
potentially facilitate rescue
operations and ultimately
annihilate the group.

A labour court ruled that the
strike must end by 2:30 pm
local time, accepting a peti-
tion from the government
saying it was politically moti-
vated.
The head of Israel’s largest
trade union, the Histadrut,
said it would abide by the
court decision and instruct-
ed members to return to
work. Arnon Bar-David had

called for the general strike,
the first since the start of the
war. It aimed to shut down or
disrupt major sectors of the
economy, including banking
and health care.Airlines at
Israel’s main international
airport, Ben-Gurion, halted
outgoing flights between 8
am and 10 am. Those flights
either departed early or were
slightly delayed. Arriving

flights continued as usual,
according to the Israel
Airports Authority.
“There’s no need to punish
the whole state of Israel
because of what is happening,
overall, it is a victory for
Hamas,” said one passenger,
Amrani Yigal.
But in Jerusalem, resident
Avi Lavi said that “I think this
is fair, the time has come to

stand and to wake up, to do
everything for the hostages to
come back alive.”
The Histadrut said banks,
some large malls and govern-
ment offices had joined the
strike, as well as some public
transit services, although
there did not appear to be
major disruptions.
Municipalities in Israel’s pop-
ulated central area, including
Tel Aviv, participated, leading
to shortened school hours.
Other municipalities, includ-
ing Jerusalem, did not partic-
ipate.The demonstrations on
Sunday appeared to be the
largest since the start of the
war, with organizers estimat-
ing that up to 500,000 people
joined nationwide events and
the main rally in Tel Aviv.
Israeli media estimated that
200,000 to 400,000 took part.
They are demanding that
Netanyahu reach a deal to
return the remaining rough-
ly 100 hostages held in Gaza,
a third of whom are believed
to be dead, even if it means
leaving a battered Hamas
intact and withdrawing from
the territory. Many Israelis
support this position, but

others prioritize the destruc-
tion of the militant group
over  f reedom for  the
hostages.
Netanyahu has pledged “total
victory” over Hamas and
blames it for the failure of the
negotiations, which have
dragged on for much of this
year.
Israel said the six hostages
found dead in Gaza were
killed by Hamas shortly
before Israeli forces arrived in
the tunnel where they were
held. Three were reportedly
scheduled to be released in
the first phase of a cease-fire
proposal discussed in July.
The Israeli Health Ministry
said autopsies had deter-
mined the hostages were shot
at close range and died on
Thursday or Friday.
Netanyahu blamed Hamas,
saying “whoever murders
hostages doesn’t want a deal.”
Hamas blamed their deaths
on Israel and the United
States, accusing them of drag-
ging out the talks by issuing
new demands, including for
lasting Israeli control over
two strategic corridors in
Gaza. Hamas has offered to

release the hostages in return
for an end to the war, the
complete  withdrawal  of
Israeli forces and the release
of  a  large number of
Palestinian prisoners, includ-
ing high-profile militants.
One of the six hostages was
Israel i-American Hersh
Goldberg-Polin, 23, a native
of Berkeley, California, who
lost part of his left arm to a
grenade in the Oct. 7 attack.
In April, Hamas issued a
video that showed him alive,
sparking protests in Israel.
He was one of the best-
known hostages, and his par-
ents had led a high-profile
campaign for the captives’
release,  meeting with
President Joe Biden, Pope
Francis, and addressing the
Democrat ic  National
Convention last month.
Around 400 mourners gath-
ered ahead of Goldberg-
Polin’s funeral outside the
family residence, still draped
with posters reading “Bring
Hersh Home.” Waving Israeli
flags, they marched toward
the cemetery.“It feels like he
could have been my son,” said
Irit Dolev, whose two sons

went to school with him.
“I’ve buried so many friends
this year, but this is the hard-
est one, because he was alive,”
said Amit Levy, who was
among hundreds of others at
the cemetery.
Some 250 hostages were
taken on Oct. 7. More than
100 were freed during a
cease-fire in November in
exchange for the release of
Palestinians imprisoned by
Israel. Eight have been res-
cued by Israeli forces. Israeli
troops mistakenly killed three
Israelis who escaped captiv-
ity in December.
Hamas-led militants killed
some 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, when they stormed
into southern Israel on Oct.
7. Israel’s retaliatory offensive
in Gaza has killed over 40,000
Palestinians, according to
local health officials, who do
not say how many were mil-
itants.The war has displaced
the vast majority of Gaza’s 2.3
million people, often multiple
t imes,  and plunged the
besieged territory into a
humanitarian catastrophe,
including new fears of a polio
outbreak. 
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There was no summer hon-
eymoon for Keir Starmer.

Britain’s new prime minister,
elected in a landslide less than
two months ago, had to cancel
a planned vacation after anti-
immigrant unrest erupted
across the country. He has
spent his first weeks in office
dealing with the aftermath,
and issuing stark warnings
about the state of the nation
and the economy.
As lawmakers returned to
Parliament on Monday after a
shortened summer break,
Starmer’s left-of-centre Labour
Party government was prepar-
ing for a budget statement
next month that’s likely to
include tax rises or public
spending cuts — or both.
The mood music is in stark
contrast to the campaign song
used by former Prime Minister
Tony Blair, the last Labour
leader to win an election:
“Things Can Only Get Better.”

“Frankly, things will get worse
before they get better,” Starmer
told voters in a televised speech
last week.
Starmer is seeking to hammer
home the message that the
right-leaning Conservative
Party, booted out by voters in
the July 4 election, presided
over “14 years of rot” that’s left
Britain weakened economical-
ly, structurally and even moral-
ly.
During the election campaign,
Starmer vowed to get the coun-
try’s sluggish economy growing

and restore frayed public ser-
vices such as the state-funded
National Health Service.
Since winning power he’s said
the situation is “worse than we
ever imagined,” with an unex-
pected 22 billion pound (USD
29 billion) hole in the public
finances. Labour has decided
not to increase taxes on “work-
ing people,” but it has to find
money somewhere. It has
already scaled back a payment
intended to help pensioners
heat their homes in winter.
Starmer said last week that a
budget statement coming on
October 30 will be “painful”
and involve “short term pain
for long term good.”
Conservative economy spokes-
woman Laura Trott accused
Starmer and his government of
trying to “run from responsi-
bility for the tax rises they
always planned but hid from
the public during the elec-
tion.”
Paul Johnson, who heads eco-
nomic think-tank the Institute
for Fiscal Studies, has said

Labour is being “disingenuous”
when it claims to be surprised
by the state of the finances, but
that the Conservatives had
“left Labour a mess to clear up.”
Rob Ford, professor of political
science at the University of
Manchester, said Starmer’s gov-
ernment was going to “have to
grasp the nettle” and confront
the fact that two key pledges –
improving public services and
not raising any of the main
taxes – “aren’t both achievable.”
Starmer faced a big test with-
in weeks of taking office when
anti-immigrant violence erupt-
ed after three children were
stabbed to death in the town of
Southport. The violence, fueled
by online misinformation
blaming a migrant and stirred
up by far-right groups, spread
across England and Northern
Ireland over several days.
Starmer responded firmly, con-
demning a “mindless minori-
ty of thugs” fueled by the
“snake-oil of populism” and
pledging swift justice and tough
sentences for rioters. 
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Asuspected attack by Yemen’s Houthi
rebels targeted a ship in the Red Sea

on Monday, authorities said, just north
of where crews hope to salvage a tanker
loaded with oil and still ablaze after
another assault by the group.
Monday’s attack marks the latest in the

Iranian-backed rebels’ campaign that has
disrupted the USD 1 trillion in goods
that pass through the Red Sea each year
over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza
Strip as well as halted some aid ship-
ments to conflict-ravaged Sudan and
Yemen.
Meanwhile, the efforts to salvage the
still-burning Sounion seek to head off
the potential ecological disaster posed
by its cargo of 1 million barrels of crude
oil.
In Monday’s assault, two projectiles hit
the vessel, and a third explosion
occurred near the ship, the British mil-
itary’s United Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations centre said. 
“Damage control is underway,” the
UKMTO said. “There are no casualties
onboard and the vessel is proceeding to
its next port of call.”
The timing of the attack and coordinates
offered by the UKMTO corresponded to

the reported path of the Panama-flagged
oil tanker Blue Lagoon I, now travelling
south through the Red Sea to an unlist-
ed destination. 
The Blue Lagoon I was coming from
Russia’s port of Ust-Luga on the Baltic
Sea and had been broadcasting that it
had Russian-origin cargo on board.
In recent months, the Blue Lagoon I
travelled to India, which gets more than
40 per cent of its oil imports from Russia
despite Moscow’s ongoing war on
Ukraine and the international sanctions
it faces over it.
The Greek-based firm operating the ship
could not be immediately reached.
The Houthis did not immediately claim
responsibility for the attack. However,
it can take the rebels hours or even days
to acknowledge their assaults.
The Houthis have targeted more than 80
vessels with missiles and drones since
the war in Gaza started in October. They
seized one vessel and sank two in the
campaign that also killed four sailors.
Other missiles and drones have either
been intercepted by a United States-led
coalition in the Red Sea or failed to
reach their targets.
The rebels maintain that they target
ships linked to Israel, the US or the UK
to force an end to Israel’s campaign

against Hamas in Gaza. However, many
of the ships attacked have little or no
connection to the conflict, including
some bound for Iran.
Meanwhile Monday, a salvage effort
appeared to be underway to tow away
the Sounion oil tanker, which was ear-
lier hit by the Houthis and abandoned
by its crew. Jamel Amer, an official with
the Houthis, wrote online Saturday that
tug boats assigned to pull the Sounion
away should arrive Sunday. 
However, NASA fire satellites showed a
blaze at the site of where the Sounion
had been abandoned on Monday morn-
ing. 
The Sounion was carrying some 1 mil-
lion barrels of oil when the Houthis ini-
tially attacked it on August 21 with small
arms fire, projectiles and a drone boat.
A French destroyer operating as part of
the European Union’s Operation Aspides
rescued the Sounion’s crew of 25
Filipinos and Russians, as well as four
private security personnel, after they
abandoned the vessel and took them to
nearby Djibouti. Last week, the Houthis
released footage showing they planted
explosives on board the Sounion and
blew them up in a propaganda video,
something the rebels have done before
in their campaign. 
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Vice President Kamala
Harris and President Joe

Biden are co-headlining a cam-
paign event Monday in the
marquee battleground state of
Pennsylvania as Harris bal-
ances presenting herself as “a
new way forward” while
remaining intensely loyal to
Biden and the policies he has
pushed.  The pair will attend
Pittsburgh’s Labor Day parade
and offer some remarks, the
first time the two have shared
a speaking slot on the political
stage together since the surpris-
ing election shakeup that pro-
vided a fresh jolt of Democratic
enthusiasm to the 2024 election. 
Harris’ campaign has said
Pennsylvania voters are newly
energized since Harris moved
to the top of the ticket six weeks
ago, with tens of thousands of
new volunteers signed up to
canvass for her and Minnesota
Gov. Tim Walz, the Democratic
vice presidential nominee.
Harris’ and Biden’s appearance
at the parade, one of the largest
such gatherings in the country,
is part of a battleground state
blitz with just over two months
until Election Day.
Harris, 59, has sought to appeal
to voters by positioning herself
as a break from poisonous pol-
itics, rejecting the acerbic
rhetoric of her Republican
opponent, former President
Donald Trump, while looking
to move beyond the Biden era
as well. Yet while her delivery
may be very different from
Biden’s, Harris’ agenda is chock-
full of the same issues he has
championed: capping the cost
of prescription drugs, the
Affordable Care Act, the econ-
omy and helping families afford
child care. “We fight for a
future where we build what I
call an opportunity economy, so
that every American has the

opportunity to own a home,
start a business and to build
wealth and intergenerational
wealth. And a future where we
lower the cost of living for
America,” she said at a recent
rally, echoing Biden’s calls to
grow the economy “from the
bottom out and the middle up.” 
Harris briefly appeared on stage
with Biden after the president
delivered his remarks on the
opening night of last month’s
Democratic National
Convention, but the two haven’t
shared a microphone at a polit-
ical event since Biden himself
was running for office. At that
time, the campaign was using
Harris mostly as its chief
spokeswoman for abortion
rights, an issue they believe can
help them win in November as
restrictions grow and health
care worsens for women follow-
ing the fall of Roe v. Wade. 
The pair have appeared at offi-
cial events and met together at
the White House since the
ticket-swap.
For more than 3 1/2 years,
Harris has been one of Biden’s
chief validators. Now the tables
are turned, as Harris looks to
lean on Biden - a native of
Scranton, Pennsylvania - to
help win the potentially decisive
state. Biden, for his part, has laid
low since ending his reelection
bid. He was last at the White
House on Aug. 19 and has since
been vacationing in Southern
California and Delaware.
But even as she’s taken on the
mantle of leading the
Democratic Party, Harris has
stood steadfastly at Biden’s side.
In her first sit-down interview
of her candidacy, Harris deliv-
ered an impassioned defense of
Biden’s record and ability to do
the job, even despite the events
of the past two months that
ended with her running for the
Oval Office and Biden a lame
duck. 
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The Alternative for
Germany party’s success in

two state elections piled new
pressure on Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s fractious government
and left the country’s main
opposition party facing polit-
ical contortions on Monday to
find a way to govern a pair of
eastern regions without
involving the far-right party.
Alternative for Germany, or
AfD, became the first far-
right party to win a state elec-
tion in post-World War II
Germany in Thuringia on
Sunday under one of its hard-
est-right figures, Björn Höcke.
In neighbouring Saxony, it
finished only just behind the
mainstream conservative
Christian Democratic Union,
which leads the national oppo-
sition. Voters punished the

three parties in Scholz’s gov-
erning coalition, which took
well under 15 per cent of the
vote between them. 
Deep discontent with a nation-
al government notorious for
infighting, inflation and a
weak economy, anti-immigra-
tion sentiment and scepticism
toward German military aid
for Ukraine are among the fac-
tors that contributed to sup-
port for populist parties in the
formerly communist east,
which is less prosperous than
western Germany. A new
party founded by a prominent
leftist was the second big win-
ner on Sunday — and will
probably be needed to form
state governments since no
one is prepared to govern
with AfD.
The debacle for the governing
parties added to awful perfor-
mances in the European
Parliament election in June for

Scholz’s coalition, and it’s not
obvious that they have any
recipe to turn things around
with Germany’s next national
election due in a bit over a
year. Another state election on
Sept. 22 in an eastern region
— Brandenburg, which unlike
the two that voted Sunday is
currently led by Scholz’s cen-
ter-left Social Democrats —
could add to their embarrass-
ment.
Voters “wanted to send a sig-
nal to Berlin above all,” Jens
Spahn, a senior CDU lawmak-
er, told ZDF television. “They
want to send a signal to the
(coalition) that the chancellor
no longer has their confi-
dence. Olaf Scholz is the face
of failure in Thuringia and
Saxony too.”
But the two elections also
bring difficult decisions for the
CDU, which leads national
polls. AfD holds now more

than a third of the seats, at
least in Thuringia’s state legis-
lature — which would, for
example, allow it to block
appointments of judges to the
regional constitutional court
— and that will make it hard
to build workable govern-
ments.
AfD’s strength in the east has
pushed other parties into
unconventional coalitions as
far back as 2016, but Sunday’s
results took that to a new level.
In Thuringia, even a previous-
ly improbable combination of
the CDU, Scholz’s party and
the new leftist Sahra
Wagenknecht Alliance lacks a
majority; to get one, the con-
servatives would also need
help from the Left Party, which
is descended from East
Germany’s communist rulers
and led the outgoing state
government. So far, they have
refused to work with it. 
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Honolulu (AP): Three people
were killed and two others
injured in a shooting at a home
stemming from a dispute
between neighbors on Saturday
night in Hawaii, police said.
The shooter was also fatally
shot by a resident, who was
arrested on a second-degree
murder charge.
Witnesses reported that a 58-

year-old man was using a front-
end loader to ram cars into the
home where a family gathering
was taking place, then opened
fire at people gathered in the
carport, fatally shooting three
women at the residence in
Wainanae, a community about
30 miles (48 kilometers) west
of downtown Honolulu,
Honolulu police detective Lt.
Deena Thoemmes said. 
At some point, a 42-year-old
man who lived in the home
fatally shot the suspect with a
handgun, she said at a news
conference. A police

spokesperson did not immedi-
ately respond to to a telephone
message or an email asking for
details about why the resident
was arrested.
The women who were killed
were 34, 36 and 29, Thoemmes
said. A 31-year-old man and a
52-year-old woman were taken
to the hospital in critical con-
dition, she said. 
The suspect, who was not iden-
tified, had four 55-gallon
drums containing an unknown
fuel in the front-end loader,
Thoemmes said. Witnesses
reported that he fired rounds
into them but police have not
confirmed that yet, she said. 
The shootings are the latest of
several shootings in recent
weeks in the area that have led
to police to pledge to work to
fight gun violence, Police Chief
Joe Logan said at the news con-
ference. But he said Saturday’s
shootings were not related to
the earlier ones. 
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Residents of Beirut’s south-
ern suburbs have been

scrambling to make contin-
gency plans since an Israeli
airstrike on an apartment
building in a busy neighbour-
hood killed a top Hezbollah
commander and touched off
fears of a full-scale war.

For most, that means mov-
ing in with relatives or renting
homes in Christian, Druze or
Sunni-majority areas of
Lebanon that are generally
considered safer than the
Shiite-majority areas where
the Hezbollah militant group
has its main operations and
base of support.But for a small
number, plan B is a move to
neighbouring Syria. Although
Syria is in its 14th year of civil
war, active fighting has long
been frozen in much of the
country. Lebanese citizens,

who can cross the border
without a visa, regularly visit
Damascus. And renting an
apartment is significantly
cheaper in Syria than in
Lebanon.
Zahra Ghaddar said she and
her family were shaken when
they saw an apartment build-
ing reduced to rubble by the
July 30 drone strike in her area,

known as Dahiyeh. Along
with Hezbollah commander
Fouad Shukur, two children
and three women were killed
and dozens more were injured
in the targeted Israeli attack.
Previously, the Lebanese cap-
ital had been largely
untouched by the near-daily
cross-border clashes that have
displaced around 100,000 peo-

ple from southern Lebanon
and tens of thousands more in
Israel since October 8. That’s
when Hezbollah began firing
rockets into northern Israel in
support of its ally Hamas,
which a day earlier led a dead-
ly raid in Israel that killed
some 1,200 people and took
another 250 hostage. Israel
responded with an aerial bom-
bardment and ground offen-
sive in Gaza that has killed
more than 40,000
Palestinians.In recent weeks,
the conf lict in Lebanon
appeared on the brink of spi-
ralling out of control.
Ghaddar said her family first
considered moving within
Lebanon but were discouraged
by social media posts blaming
displaced civilians, along with
Hezbollah, for the threat of all-
out war. Also, surging demand
prompted steep rent hikes.
“We found the rents started at
USD 700, and that’s for a

house we wouldn’t be too
comfortable in,” she said. That
amount is more than many
Lebanese earn in a
month.Ghaddar’s family found
a four-bedroom apartment in
Aleppo, a city in northwestern
Syria, for USD 150 a month.
They paid six months’ rent in
advance and returned to
Lebanon.
Israel periodically launches
airstrikes on Syria, usually
targeting Iranian-linked mili-
tary sites or militants, but
Bashar Assad’s government
has largely stood on the side-
lines of the current regional
conflict.Israel and Hezbollah
fought a bruising monthlong
war in 2006 that demolished
much of southern Lebanon
and Beirut’s southern sub-
urbs. At the time, some
180,000 Lebanese took refuge
in Syria, many taking shelter
in schools, mosques and
empty factories. Those who

could afford it rented houses.
Some put down permanent
roots.Rawad Issa, then a
teenager, fled to Syria with his
parents. They returned to
Lebanon when the war ended,
but Issa’s father used some of
his savings to buy a house in
Syria’s Hama province, just in
case.“That way, if another war
happened, we would already
have a house ready,” Issa said.
The house and surrounding
area were untouched by Syria’s
civil war, he said. A few weeks
ago, his sister and her husband
went to get the house ready for
the family to return, in case the
situation in Lebanon deterio-
rated.Issa, who works in video
production, said he initially
planned to rent an apartment
in Lebanon if the conflict
expanded, rather than joining
his family in Syria.But in “safe”
areas of Beirut, “they are ask-
ing for fantastic prices,” he
said. 
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Russia launched an overnight
barrage of drones and cruise

and ballistic missiles at Kyiv,
officials said on Monday, as chil-
dren prepared to return to
school across Ukraine. Some
pupils found classes cancelled
because of damage from the
attack.

Several series of explosions
rocked the Ukrainian capital in
the early hours. Debris from
intercepted missiles and drones
fell in every district of Kyiv,
wounding three people and
damaging two kindergartens,
Ukraine’s Interior Ministry said.
City authorities reported mul-
tiple fires.
After more than 900 days of the
war, Russia and Ukraine show
no sign of letting up in the fight
or moving closer to the negoti-
ating table. Both sides are pur-
suing ambitious ground offen-
sives, with the Ukrainians dri-
ving into Russia’s Kursk region
and the Russian army pushing
deeper into the Donetsk region
of eastern Ukraine that is part
of the industrial Donbas region.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Monday that
Ukraine’s Kursk assault won’t
prevent Russian forces from
advancing in eastern Ukraine.
Ukrainian forces haven’t
achieved their goal of diverting
Russian troops from the fight-
ing there, he said. “The main
task that the enemy set for
themselves — to stop our offen-
sive in Donbas — they haven’t
achieved it,” Putin told school
students during a trip to south-
ern Siberia. However, Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said last month that the aim of
the Kursk incursion is to create
a buffer zone that might prevent
further attacks by Moscow
across the border.
Putin predicted that Ukraine’s

Kursk offensive, which began
August 6, will fail and that sub-
sequently Kyiv officials will
want “to move to peace talks”.
Russia launched 35 missiles of
various types and 26 Shahed
drones at Ukraine overnight

from Sunday to Monday, the
Ukrainian air force said. Nine
ballistic missiles, 13 cruise mis-
siles and 20 drones were
downed, it said. Residents of the
capital hurried into the city’s
bomb shelters.
Oksana Argunova, an 18-year-
old student at a Kyiv high
school, said that she was still
shaking after the nighttime
scare.
“I woke up, my neighbour was
shouting: Let’s go down (to the
shelter), there are big explosions.’
We all ran,” Argunova told The
Associated Press.
Monday was the first day back
at school after the summer
vacation. In Ukraine, the day
involves ceremonies and rituals.
Students of all ages and often
teachers or parents wear tradi-
tional costumes. Celebrations
include concerts and dances.
Small groups of children and

parents gathered outside a dam-
aged Kyiv school as firefighters
put out flames and removed
rubble.
One 39-year-old mother turned
up at the school with her 7-year-
old daughter, Sophia, unaware
it had been hit. It was Sophia’s
first day at what for her was a
new school, her mother said,
after a frightening night. “Of
course, the child was scared. We
hid in the bathroom, where it
was relatively safe,” said the
mother, who provided only her
first name, Olena. “Today is one
of the most important days of
the year for millions of our
Ukrainian children, families
and teachers,” Zelenskyy said on
his Telegram channel.“Ukraine
is doing everything to give chil-
dren as many opportunities as
possible. And all our schools, all
higher education institutions
that are working today are proof
of the resilience of our people
and the strength of Ukraine,” he
said. Both sides are battering
each other with regular long-
range drone and missile strikes,
sometimes launching more than
100 weapons in aerial attacks
that suggest they are still pour-
ing resources into weapon pro-
duction.
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Turmoil over China’s push
for influence in the South

Pacific has overshadowed the
region’s most important diplo-
matic summit after a Pacific
island leader apparently
pledged to erase an affirmation
of Taiwan’s involvement in the
meeting from its closing state-
ment, at Beijing’s behest.
The Pacific Islands Forum —

a group of 18 island nations,
plus Australia and New
Zealand — initially included a
reassertion of the standing of
self-governing Taiwan, which
China claims as its own terri-
tory, in a public communique
Friday outlining leaders’ agree-
ments after their weeklong
annual meeting. But it was
then removed on
Saturday.Officials at the sum-
mit in Nuku’alofa, Tonga, did
not explain why the statement
had changed. But video post-
ed by a news outlet late on
Sunday appeared to show a
Pacific leader assuring China’s
special envoy to the Pacific,
Qian Bo, that the reference to
Taiwan would be removed after
Qian demanded it in remarks
to reporters.
The document row highlights
a fraught, largely private
regional debate about China’s

role in the region that Pacific
nations had sought to publicly
quash ahead of the meeting.
The chaotic end to the annual
summit — at which member
nations had emphasized
regional unity and rejected
major powers’ jostling for influ-
ence in their affairs — shows
how difficult it is for some of
the world’s tiniest nations to
balance the demands of larger
countries who see them as

geopolitical pawns, analysts
said.“The ability of the (forum)
to pursue increasingly demand-
ing regional agendas ... and at
the same time manage the
geopolitical interests of exter-
nal actors is clearly at risk,” said
Anna Powles, a professor at
Massey University’s Center for
Defense and Security Studies.
The public display of China’s
influence-wielding as it
denounced the summit’s men-

tion of Taiwan was “deeply
troubling” and provoked ques-
tions about autonomy for the
region’s top diplomatic body,
she added. In 2019, six Pacific
nations recognized Taiwan as
an independent democracy —
a snub to Beijing — but Taipei’s
allies in the region have since
dwindled to three.
The Pacific Islands Forum
began in 1971 for leaders to
coordinate responses to the
issues confronting a remote,
diverse region where individ-
ual nations hold little solo
sway on the global stage. Its
leaders, from low-lying islands
imperiled by rising seas, were
at the forefront of urging action
on climate change.
Annual meetings were not
widely attended until the
Pacific Ocean in recent years
emerged as the site of an
intense geopolitical contest for
influence over waters, resources
and political power. As Beijing
wooed Pacific leaders with
loans, diplomacy and security
agreements, Western alarm
about its foothold in the region
grew, prompting a rapid expan-
sion of attendance of forum
summits.
This year, Pacific leaders sought
to channel the global clamor
toward their preferred topics —
the climate change havoc and

crises of debt, health and secu-
rity, including fundraising for
a Pacific-led climate and disas-
ter resilience facility in Tonga
— while warning major pow-
ers against overshadowing the
summit with geopolitical
squabbling.“We don’t want
them to fight in our backyard
here. Take that elsewhere,”
Baron Waqa, the forum’s secre-
tary-general and a former pres-
ident of Nauru, told reporters
in July.For most of the five-day
summit, an uneasy calm pre-
vailed, at least in public, with
superpowers making unusual
overtures of cooperation to
opponents. As the forum’s part-
ner nations presented their
offerings to Pacific leaders on
Wednesday, U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State Kurt
Campbell said the United States
and China had pledged to
work together to find areas of
cooperation on Pacific projects.
In response, China’s emissary,
Qian, said Campbell’s words
were encouraging and that
cooperation between Beijing
and Washington was in the
region’s best interests —
although those remarks were
not recorded in a public version
of his statement.“It’s a different
approach, that’s for sure,” said
Mihai Sora, director of the
Pacific Islands Program at the

Lowy Institute, an Australian
think tank, adding that in the
past the United States and
China had each cast the other
as the region’s aggressor. “I
remain deeply skeptical about
what potential there would be
for any credible cooperation.”
Still, it reflected an effort by
superpowers to display new
restraint.
Even the announcement of a

regional policing program,
which Australia will fund to
apparently counter China’s
offers to equip and train Pacific
police, did not provoke rancor
from Beijing.
“China welcomes all parties to
make concerted efforts for the
development and prosperity
of the Pacific Island coun-
tries,” said China’s Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian
when asked about the initiative
Wednesday.  
Campbell was later recorded on
a reporter’s microphone can-
didly telling Australia’s Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
that the United States had
stepped aside in the Pacific
policing matter to allow
Australia to take the lead.At the
summit’s final news conference,
Pacific nations underlined
health care and climate initia-
tives as their central concerns
for the year ahead. 
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Bangladesh interim gov-
ernment on Monday said

it will “soon” start re-investi-
gation and fair trial into the
2009 mutiny in the paramil-
itar y Bangladesh Rif les
(BDR) that had killed 74
people, including 57 army
of f icers  ser ving in the
force.Home and Agriculture
Affairs Advisor to the inter-
im government Lt Gen (retd.)
M Jahangir Alam Chowdhury
said that as a citizen and a
former member of the mili-
tary, he was committed to
ensuring justice for the trag-
ic event.
“The proper re-investigation
and fair trial process into the
BDR carnage will start soon,”
he told the media after a
meeting with Swedish

Ambassador to Dhaka Reto
Siegfried Renggli at his office
here.
The mutiny star ted on
February 25-26, 2009, when
army officers refused to ful-
fil the demands made by the
BDR jawans. The rebel sol-
diers staged the revolt at the
BDR’s Pilkhana headquarters
in Dhaka and it quickly
spread to sector headquarters
and regional units of the
frontier force across the
country.
The rebellion saw the para-
military soldiers turn their
guns to their commanders,
shooting them from close
ranges or hacking and tortur-
ing them to death, hiding
their bodies in sewers and
hurriedly dug graves and cap-
tivating and humiliating their
frightened family members in

barracks. The mutiny left 74
people, including 57 army
officers, killed.
Under a massive reconstruc-
tion campaign, the govern-
ment renamed the mutiny-
stained BDR as Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) in 2012,
changing its logo, uniform,
flag and monogram to free
the force from the rebellion
stigma.
Alam, who previously served
as the (BGB) chief, said, “Not
only as an adviser but as a
former member of the army
and a general citizen, I want
a just trial of the BDR killings
as well”.
His  comments  came as
demands for a re-investiga-
tion mounted particularly on
social media, though a special
three-judge High Court
bench in 2017 upheld 139

BDR soldiers’ death penalties
after their trial in the lower
court.
The lower court had given
death sentences to 152 BDR
members and two civilians,
and life imprisonment to 158
others in the case, which is
pending before the apex
Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court for a review.
The accused were tried on
charges like masterminding
the mutiny, torturing and
killing their officers, looting
their belongings or captivat-
ing their family members
during the two-day rebel-
lion. They also killed eight
civilians, eight BDR soldiers,
who were opposed to the
revolt, and an army soldier
apart from the 57 military
officers.
Legal experts earlier called it
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Colombo (PTI): Any candi-
date found to have violated
campaign finance regulations
in Sri Lanka’s presidential elec-
tion can face disqualification,
the island nation’s election
commission said on Monday.

Defying expenditure limita-
tions in the September 21 pres-
idential poll can result in the
disqualification of the candi-
date apart from him/her losing
their civic rights for three
years, Commissioner General
of Elections Saman Sri
Ratnayake told the media in the
central district of Kandy. The
presidential election has come
under the campaign finance
regulations for the first time
since the new act was made
into law in January last year.

On January 19, 2023, the
Parliament of Sri Lanka passed
the Regulation of Election
Expenditure Bill, the first
framework to regulate “expen-

diture incurred by candidates”
in local, provincial, parliamen-
tary, and presidential elections.
Each candidate contesting the
presidential election this year is
authorised to incur expenses
not exceeding Rupees 109 per
elector for election propagan-
da activities, totalling Rs
1,868,298,586 (approx USD 5
million) per candidate, a
gazette notification said on
August 16.

The parties must submit
expenditure reports to the
Elections Commission within
21 days of the declaration of the
results. Ratnayake said voters
have the right to lodge a police
complaint and proceed to court
if candidates are found to have
violated the expenditure law.
As many as 38 candidates have
been contesting the election
with over 17.1 million regis-
tered voters eligible to elect a
president for five years. 
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Moscow (AP): Russian emer-
genc y of f ic ia ls  said  on
Monday they had recovered
all 22 dead from a helicopter
that crashed with tourists
on board in Russia’s Far East.
The crash occurred in
Kamchatka — a pristine
peninsula with numerous
volcanoes, known for its
rugged beauty and r ich
wildlife. A Mi-8 helicopter
with 19 passengers and three
crew members on board took
off close to the Vachkazhets
volcano on Saturday and res-
cuers located the wreckage
the following day. Russian
state  news agenc y RIA
Novosti  said,  cit ing the
Emergencies Ministry, that it
likely crashed due to poor
visibility in bad weather con-
ditions. The local branch of
the Investigative Committee,
Russia’s top law enforcement
body, said in a statement
Monday that an investigation

has been launched into a
possible pilot error or a tech-
nical malfunction.
The Mi-8 is a two-engine

helicopter designed in the
1960s. It is widely used in
Russia, where crashes have
been frequent, as well as in
neighbouring countries and
many other nations. Russian
media described the flight
operator Vityaz-Aero as one
of the largest carriers in the
Kamchatka region. After a
helicopter crash in 2021, in
which eight people were
ki l led,  author it ies  had
banned the company from
transport ing passengers
pending an investigation into
a possible violation of flight
safety rules.
Vityaz-Aero is the biggest of
several local carriers that fly
tourists to the Kronotsky
reserve, a top attraction that
includes Russia’s only geyser
basin. 

Bangladesh’s biggest-ever
criminal trial in which some
800 ex-paramilitary soldiers
stood accused of killing 74
people.
The rebel soldiers staged the
revolt for what they said was
“deprivation”, coinciding with
the annual Darbar or meeting
of ordinary soldiers with the
top brasses.
The then BDR chief Maj Gen
Shakil Ahmed was the first
victim of the rebellion.

The mutiny occurred weeks
after Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s Awami League gov-
ernment came into 
power in the December 2008
elect ions.  In 2012,
Bangladesh concluded anoth-
er phase of the trial of the
rebellion with 11 paramilitary
courts sentencing 6,011 rebel
soldiers of 57 units to jail
terms of up to seven years
under the relatively lenient
BDR Act. 
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Astorm set off landslides
and unleashed pounding

rains that f looded many
northern Philippine areas
overnight into Monday, leav-
ing at least 14 people dead and
prompting authorities to sus-
pend school classes and gov-
ernment work in the densely
populated capital region.
Tropical Storm Yagi slammed

into Casiguran town in the
northeastern province of
Aurora Monday afternoon
and gained strength with sus-
tained winds of 85 kilometers
(53 miles) per hour and gusts
of 105 kph (65 mph), accord-
ing to the weather bureau.
The storm, locally called
Enteng, gained speed and was
moving northwestward at 20
kph (12 mph) toward the
countr y’s northernmost

provinces. It was forecast to
strengthen further, possibly
becoming a typhoon, before
blowing away toward south-
ern China in the next two
days, the weather bureau said.
At least 14 people died, most-
ly due to landslides and
drownings, officials said. 
A landslide hit two small
shanties on a hillside in
Antipolo city on Monday in
Rizal province just to the west

of the capital, killing at least
three people, including a preg-
nant woman. 
Four other villagers drowned
in swollen creeks, Antipolo’s
disaster-mitigation officer
Enril ito Bernardo Jr.  
told The Associated Press by
telephone.
“The creeks overflowed and a
part of the hillside gave in
because of the heavy rains,”
Bernardo said. 
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To combat the menace of
smuggling and
counterfeiting that feed

into terror financing and
organised crime, FICCI
Committee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE) will be
organising the 10th edition of
MASCARADE (Movement
Against Smuggling and
Counterfeit Trade) this month
in the national Capital.  
MASCARADE is an
international forum that hosts
senior officials from
prominent international
organizations, including the
World Customs Organization
(WCO), World Intellectual
Property Organization
(WIPO), International
Narcotics Control Board
(INCB), INTERPOL, among
others, and representatives
from several countries to
provide insights against
smuggling and illicit trade.
India is the fastest growing
major economy in the world
and has been the sole ‘bright
spot’ in an otherwise sagging
scenario of slowing global
economy, but the silent
menace of smuggling and

illicit trade threatens its
ambition of becoming a $5
Trillion economy. 
“Smuggling and
counterfeiting threaten Indian
industries, hampering job
creation and impeding
economic growth, apart from
depriving the government of
tax revenue and bleeding
resources for enforcement and
public health measures,” said
Anil Rajput, Chairman FICCI
CASCADE which has been
running an incessant
campaign against the menace. 
It has roped in the
international community and
organisations to highlight and
underline the hidden links
between smuggling,
counterfeiting and terrorism

and organised crime.  
The body has also been
organising awareness
programmes on strategies to
counter smuggling, including
inter-school competitions to
educate the young or the to-
be-consumers. 
MASCARADE ropes in
experts from various fields
such as cyber-law, artificial
intelligence, intellectual
property rights and e-
commerce, along with senior
officials from the Government
of India to brainstorm on the
detection of connections
between smuggling, organized
crime and terror financing.
Meanwhile, the
MASCARADE discussions on
solutions would revolve

around consumer awareness,
stricter enforcement and
calibrated government
policies in terms of taxation,
trade deals etc. 
There also needs to be a
multinational collaboration to
address the issue
comprehensively. 
“This collaborative effort
could involve optimizing
intelligence sharing,
conducting joint
investigations and
enforcement actions, sharing
best practices, establishing
bilateral and multilateral
agreements and enhancing
mutual legal assistance,
among other measures,” said
Rajput.
Additionally, the

collaboration should leverage
the power of new-age and
emerging technologies, such
as AI and machine learning,
to identify and analyse
patterns of illicit trade,
thereby enhancing detection
and enforcement capabilities.
The 9th edition of
MASCRADE last year was a
two-day event organised on
the theme- ‘Tackling Illicit
Trade: Socio-Economic
Perspectives and Way
Forward’.
A 2022 FICCI CASCADE
study titled ‘Illicit Markets: A
Threat to Our National
Interests’ revealed a staggering
163% increase in tax losses
due to smuggling in India
from 2010 to 2020. 
The government faced a
substantial financial impact,
with losses reaching ?58,521
crore, compared to ?22,230
crore, spanning crucial sectors
such as alcoholic beverages,
mobile phones, FMCG-
household and personal
goods, FMCG-packaged
foods, and tobacco products. 
These industries collectively
suffered an astounding 340%
surge in sales losses, escalating
from ?59,046 crores in 2010 to
?2,60,094 crores in 2020,
highlighting the gravity of the
illicit trade issue.

FICCI CASCADE underlines need for global
cooperation to curb smuggling for sustainable growth
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty hit their

fresh all-time closing high
levels on Monday, tracking
foreign fund inflows and a
rally in the US markets.
The US rate cut hopes and
renewed foreign fund inflows
are fuelling the recent rally in
domestic equities, traders
said. Surging for the 10th
straight session, the 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped 194.07
points or 0.24 per cent to
settle at an all-time closing
high of 82,559.84. During the
day, it surged 359.51 points or
0.43 per cent to reach a new
intra-day record peak of
82,725.28. 
The NSE Nifty climbed 42.80
points or 0.17 per cent to
settle at a lifetime closing high
of 25,278.70, taking its
winning run to the 13th day
in a row. During the day, it

soared 97.75 points or 0.38
per cent to hit a fresh all-time
intra-day peak of 25,333.65.
Among the 30 Sensex firms,
Bajaj Finserv, Bajaj Finance,
HCL Tech, IndusInd Bank,
ITC, UltraTech Cement, Axis
Bank and Infosys were the
biggest gainers.On the other
hand, Tata Motors, NTPC,
Mahindra & Mahindra,
Bharti Airtel, Larsen &
Toubro and Power Grid were
among the laggards.  
In Asian markets, Seoul and
Tokyo settled in the positive
territory, while Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended lower.
European markets were
trading in the negative
territory. The US markets
ended higher on Friday.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought
equities worth Rs 5,318.14
crore on Friday, according to
exchange data.”The market
has entered a zone of steady

but mild up-move caused by
the accumulation of quality
large-caps. FIIs turning
buyers last week mainly due
to some large bulk deals also
has improved sentiments in
the market,” said VK
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
climbed 0.14 per cent to USD
77.04 a barrel.Gross GST
collections in August grew 10
per cent to about Rs 1.75 lakh
crore, reflecting higher
domestic consumption.
On Friday, the BSE
benchmark climbed 231.16
points or 0.28 per cent to settle
at an all-time closing high of
82,365.77.
In its best winning streak
since its launch in 1996, the
NSE Nifty soared 83.95 points
or 0.33 per cent to hit a new
lifetime closing high of
25,235.90.
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The rupee declined 7 paise
to close at 83.92

(provisional) against the
greenback on Monday on
disappointing domestic
macroeconomic data.
However, positive domestic
markets, wherein both the
benchmark indices scaled
lifetime high levels and
foreign fund inflows
cushioned the downside.
Moreover, easing crude oil
prices and weakness of the
American currency in the
overseas market supported
the local unit and restricted
further slide.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened 2 paise lower at
83.87 against the American
currency. It rose to the intra-
day high of 83.85 but pared
gains and slipped to the day’s
low of 83.93 before settling at
83.92 (provisional) against
the US dollar, registering a
decline of 7 paise over its
previous close.
“Indian rupee depreciated by
7 paise on Monday on

positive US Dollar and
d i s a p p o i n t i n g
macroeconomic data,” said
Anuj Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas.
India’s manufacturing sector
growth moderated in August
as output and sales rose at
slowest rates since January,
while competitive pressures
and inflation concerns
hampered 
business confidence, a
monthly survey said on
Monday.
The seasonally adjusted
HSBC India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) stood at 57.5 in
August, below July’s reading
of 58.1.

“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight positive bias as
domestic markets are trading
at fresh record highs with
fresh FII inflows. A weak tone
in crude oil prices may also
support the rupee. However,
any recovery in the US Dollar
may cap sharp upside,”
Choudhary added.
Meanwhile, in the domestic
equity markets, Sensex
climbed 194.07 points to
settle at a new all-time closing
high of 82,559.84, while Nifty
rose 42.80 points to hit its
fresh record peak of
25,278.70.
The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, dipped marginally

by 0.06 per cent to 101.64.
Brent crude, the international
benchmark, fell 0.23 per cent
to 76.75 in futures trade.
On the domestic
macroeconomic front, gross
goods and services tax (GST)
collections in August grew 10
per cent to about Rs 1.75 lakh
crore on Sunday, reflecting
higher domestic
consumption.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net
buyers in the capital markets
on Friday, as they purchased
shares worth Rs 5,318.14
crore, according to exchange
data.
Meanwhile, the Centre’s fiscal
deficit at the end of the first
four months of the current
fiscal year touched 17.2 per
cent of the full-year target,
according to data released by
the Controller General of
Accounts (CGA).
India’s forex reserves jumped
USD 7.023 billion to touch a
new high of USD 681.688
billion in the week ended
August 23, according to the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
data released on Friday.
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi Chief Madhabi Puri

Buch on Monday said a single
disclosure by listed
companies on one stock
exchange will soon be
automatically uploaded on
the other bourse.
This comes after the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) recently
proposed sweeping changes
to disclosure as well as listing
requirements by listed
companies based on
recommendations from a
committee led by S K
Mohanty, former whole-time
member of Sebi. Speaking at a
CII event, Sebi chairperson
said, “a single filing with the
exchange will be a reality very
soon”. 
As part of the proposed
changes, a filing made on one
exchange will automatically
collate on the other exchange,
she said. 

A filing made on one
exchange will automatically
collate on the other exchange.
Additionally, Buch said soon
investors will be able to start
SIP (Systematic Investment
Plan) with as low as Rs 250
per month.
“We are on the way of Rs 250
SIP becoming a reality,” she
said.Buch avoided
commenting on Real Estate
Investment Trusts (REITs),
but said there are regulations
simplifying such entities.
“If I utter a word on REITs, I

will be accused of conflict of
interest,” she added.
The remarks came as US
short-seller Hindenburg
Research raised questions
about a potential conflict of
interest involving Buch and
private equity major
Blackstone. 
Her husband Dhaval Buch is a
senior advisor with
Blackstone, a major player in
the REIT space. However, the
couple refuted the allegations.
Also, Hindenburg alleged that
Sebi’s recent amendments to

REIT regulations 2014
favoured a specific financial
conglomerate, which Sebi
denied.
The Sebi chief highlighted
plans to make IPO
documents available in
multiple languages to remove
language barriers and
increase investor awareness.
Also, she emphasised on the
importance of the inclusion.
Additionally, she said that
creating capital for the
industry and wealth creation
for the citizens of the country
are two very important areas
of the regulator.
Buch stressed on the need of
adoption of technology in
markets, complexity of the
market (right product for the
right person) and co-creation
with the industry.
On co-creation, Buch said, 
“It is not because that
regulator is magnanimous, it’s
out of sheer necessity, which
will actually serve the
market”.
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Maruti Suzuki India on
Monday said it has

reduced prices of select
variants of entry-level models
Alto K10 and S-Presso with
immediate effect.
The price of S-Presso LXI

Petrol has been reduced by Rs
2,000 and the price of Alto
K10 VXI Petrol has been
reduced by Rs 6,500, the auto
major said in a regulatory
filing.
The Alto K10 range is priced
from Rs 3.99 lakh and Rs 5.96
lakh while the S-Presso trims

are tagged between Rs 4.26
lakh and Rs 6.11 lakh (ex-
showroom Delhi).
In August, sales of the
company’s mini segment cars,
comprising Alto and S-
Presso, declined to 10,648
units last month as against
12,209 units a year ago.
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India’s manufacturing sector
growth moderated in

August as output and sales
rose at slowest rates since
January, while competitive
pressures and inflation
concerns hampered business
confidence, a monthly survey
said on Monday.
The seasonally adjusted
HSBC India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) stood at 57.5 in
August, below July’s reading
of 58.1 but above its long-run
average of 54.0, signalling a
substantial improvement in
operating conditions.
In PMI parlance, a print
above 50 means expansion,
while a score below 50
denotes contraction.
“The Indian manufacturing
sector continued to expand in
August, although the pace of
expansion moderated slightly.
New orders and output also
mirrored the headline trend,

with some panellists citing
fierce competition as a reason
for slowdown,” Pranjul
Bhandari, Chief India
Economist at HSBC, said.
According to the survey, new
business rose sharply through
the second quarter of the
fiscal year, but the pace of
expansion eased to a seven-
month low.
New export orders, likewise,
increased at the weakest pace

since the start of the 2024
calendar year.
On the prices front, goods
producers benefited from a
moderation in cost pressures
during August.
“On a positive note, the rise in
input costs slowed sharply.
Manufacturers increased their
raw material buying activity
in order to build safety stocks.
In line with input costs, the
pace of output price inflation

also decelerated, but the
deceleration was to a much
smaller extent, thereby
increasing margins for
manufacturers,” Bhandari
added.
The survey further noted that
job creation softened midway
through the second fiscal
quarter as a few firms
trimmed headcounts.
Nevertheless, the overall rate
of employment growth was

solid in the context of
historical data.
According to the survey,
business confidence retreated
and panelists were at their
least optimistic level since
April 2023.
“Business outlook for the year
ahead moderated slightly in
August, driven by competitive
pressures and inflation
concerns,” Bhandari said.
Meanwhile, India’s economic
growth slowed to a 15-month
low of 6.7 per cent in April-
June 2024-25, mainly due to
poor performance of the
agriculture and services
sectors, government data
showed on Friday.
The gross domestic product
(GDP) expanded 8.2 per cent
in the June quarter of 2023-
24. The HSBC India
Manufacturing PMI is
compiled by S&P Global from
responses to questionnaires
sent to purchasing managers
in a panel of around 400
manufacturers.
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Realty firm Godrej
Properties has won bid for

two residential plots in
Gurugram costing Rs 515
crore and will develop luxury
homes worth Rs 3,400 crore
on these land parcels.
In a regulatory filing on
Monday, Godrej Properties
informed that it has “emerged
as the highest bidder and has
secured the Letter of Intent to
develop two group housing
plots at premium locations in
Gurugram through an e-
auction conducted by the
Haryana Shehri Vikas
Pradhikaran (HSVP)”. 
The combined bid value for

both plots is Rs 515 crore, it
added.
The plot measuring 3.6 acres
is located in the prestigious
Golf Course Road micro-
market whereas the plot
measuring 1.97 acres is
strategically located in Sector
39 with proximity to NH 48.
“The land parcels together
will offer a development
potential of over 1 million
square feet and an estimated
revenue potential of over Rs
3,400 crore comprising luxury
residential apartments of
varied configurations,”
Godrej Properties said.
In the last fiscal, Godrej
Properties Ltd had bought
two prime parcels of 5.15

acres and 2.76 acres in Golf
Course Road micro-market
from HSVP at auction and
plans to launch both these
projects during this fiscal.
The company also won

auctions for two land parcels
in Greater Noida in the
current quarter.
These four plots in Greater
Noida and Gurugram will
strengthen the company’s

Delhi-NCR portfolio having a
total estimated revenue
potential in excess of USD 1
billion.
Gaurav Pandey, MD & CEO,
Godrej Properties, said, “We
have witnessed strong
demand for our projects in
NCR market demonstrating
huge trust and confidence
which the customers have
placed in us. I am very
confident that these two new
acquisitions will further
strengthen our development
portfolio in NCR as well as
cater to strong demand for
our products in this market.” 
Godrej Properties is one of
the leading real estate
developers in the country.

It became the largest player
last fiscal in terms of sales
bookings. The company sold
properties worth Rs 22500
crore in 2023-24 and has set a
target of Rs 27500 crore for
the current fiscal.
In the first quarter of this
fiscal also, Godrej Properties
has retained its number one
position in sales bookings by
selling properties worth Rs
8637 crore.
Godrej Properties is focusing
on Delhi-NCR, Mumbai
Metropolitan Region, Pune,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad
markets for group housing
projects. It is also coming up
with plotted developments in
smaller cities.
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India’s Yogesh Kathuniya
clinched his second
consecutive Paralympic

silver medal in men’s discus
throw F-56 event with a
season’s best effort 42.22m at
the ongoing Games here on
Monday.
The 27-year-old hurled the
discus to the podium-
clinching distance in his very
first attempt to add to the
silver he won in the Tokyo
Paralympics three years ago.
Brazil’s Claudiney Batista dos
Santos registered a hat-trick
of Paralympic gold medals,
creating a new Games record
with an effort of 46.86m in
his fifth attempt.
Greece’s Konstantinos
Tzounis won the bronze with
41.32m.
The F-56 classification covers
limb deficiency, leg length
difference, impaired muscle
power and impaired range of
movement. At the age of 9,
Kathuniya developed the
Guillain-Barre syndrome, a
rare autoimmune condition
which causes numbness,
tingling and muscle weakness
that can progress to paralysis.
He was bound to the
wheelchair during his
childhood but overcame the

odds with the help of his
mother Meena Devi, who
learnt physiotherapy to help
him regain muscle strength
to walk again. His father has
served in the Indian Army.
Kathuniya is a commerce
graduate from Delhi’s
prestigious Kirori Mal
College.
Besides two Paralympic silver
medals, he has three world
championship medals,
including two silver and a
bronze. 
On Monday, Kathuniya won’t
be satisfied with his
performance given that he
won the silver in Tokyo with
a much better effort of
44.38m.
Kathuniya’s toughest
competitor, the 45-year-old
Dos Santos broke the
Paralympic record twice on
Monday, first registering
46.45m in his second attempt
and then hurling the discus
to 46.86m in his penultimate
throw. 
Dos Santos is a three-time
world championships gold-
medallist, and has also held
the Paralympic record of
45.59m in this category
which he achieved in the last
edition in Tokyo.
Slovakia’s Dusan Laczko
finished fourth and last with
a best effort of 41.20m.

Kathuniya bags second consecutive Paralympic
silver in men’s discus throw F-56 event
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Thulasimathi Murugesan
outlasted compatriot

Manisha Ramadass in an all-
India affair to reach the
women’s singles SU5
badminton final at the
Paralympics here.
Murugesan, the top-seed from
Tamil Nadu, defeated
Ramadass 23-21, 21-17 in the
semifinal played on Sunday
night.
“It is like a dream come true.
There is happiness but I need
to prepare for the final. I
mentally prepared for this
match. We have a healthy
competition every time
(Manisha). Strategy for final,
we are playing after a long
time, we will see. It has been a
very hard journey for me,”
Murugesan said after the win.
The SU5 category is for

athletes with impairment on
the upper limbs, which could
be in the playing or the non
playing hand.
Assured of at least a silver
medal, the 22-year-old
Murgesan will face a stiff test
from China’s Yang Qiuxia in
the final on Monday.
Only six athletes are
competing the women’s singles
SU5 category at the Paris
Paralympics.
Having started at a tender age
of seven, Murugesan has gone
on to become an accomplished
para athlete. She won three
medals at the 2022 Para Asian
Games including a gold in
women’s singles.
She was born with a congenital
deformity in her left hand
resulting in the loss of her
thumb finger. A major
accident further limited the
mobility of her left hand.

Saturday.
In the SU5 category, the players
have impairment of the upper
limbs. The impairment could
be on the playing or non-
playing hand.
However, Mandeep Kaur and
Palak Kohli were eliminated in
the quarterfinals.
NO SUCCESS IN
SHOOTING RANGE: After
the high of four medals in two
days, there was disappointment
in store for India in the
shooting range with Lekhara
failing to qualify for the final
following a 11th-place finish in
the mixed 10m air rifle prone
(SH1) qualification in which
Sidhartha Babu ended 28th.
In the mixed 10m air rifle
prone (SH2) qualification,
Sriharsha Devaraddi
Ramakrishna ended in 26th
place with a total of 630.2.
In the Paralympics mixed
event, both men and women
compete on the line against
each other.
Coming off her historic gold
medal in the 10m air rifle
standing SH1 event, Lekhara
ended the competition with a
total of 632.8.
Lekhara’s sequence of scores
read 105.7,
106.0, 104.1, 106.0, 104.8,
106.2, while Sidhartha had
scores of 104.6, 103.8, 105.7,

104.9, 103.6, 105.7.
In SH1, athletes are able to hold
their gun without difficulty and
shoot from a standing or sitting
position (in a wheelchair or
chair).
Sidhartha aggregated 628.3
across six series.
Athletes classified in SH2
category are unable to hold
their rifle independently, so
they use a stand, but can aim by
themselves and control the
weapon when they shoot.
Certain athletes may have an
assistant to reload their gun.
Only the top eight from
qualification progress to the
final.
RAKESH SHINES: World No
1 archer Rakesh Kumar
overcame a blip to defeat Ken
Swagumilang of Indonesia in
the shoot-off and enter his
successive Paralympics
quarterfinals in the compound
men open category.
Rakesh held his slender one-
point lead and needed a 9-point
to seal the issue in five ends.
But he slipped with an 8-
pointer red-ring, leaving both
the archers locked at 144-144
after regulation five ends
comprising 15 arrows.
In the shoot-off, the 39-year-
old veteran held his nerve to
shoot a perfect 10, while Ken
managed an 8.
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Para-athletes Nishad Kumar
and Preethi Pal fetched a

silver and bronze for India
respectively while shuttler Suhas
Yathiraj positioned himself for
glory by reaching the summit
clash for a second consecutive
time at the Paris Paralympics
here on Sunday.
Another shuttler, Manisha
Ramadass also assured India of
a medal but star shooter Avani
Lekhara missed out on
repeating her medal-winning
feat in her pet event.
India ended the Day 4 of
competitions at 27th spot in the
rankings with seven medals (1
gold, 2 silver, 4 bronze).
Preethi created history as she
became the first Indian woman
track and field athlete to win
two medals at the Paralympics
while Nishad Kumar clinched
his second successive silver at
the showpiece in the men’s high
jump T47 category.
The 23-year-old Preethi, a
farmer’s daughter from
Muzaffarnagar in Uttar Pradesh,
bagged a bronze in the 200m
T35 category with a personal
best time of 30.01 seconds. She
also won a bronze in the 100m
T35 category on Friday.
She faced significant physical
challenges when she was born as

her lower body was plastered for
six days after birth. Weak legs
and an irregular leg posture
made her prone to various
diseases.
Preethi also became only the
second Indian woman to win
two medals -- both bronze -- in
a single Paralympics after
shooter Avani Lekhara who won
a gold and a bronze in Tokyo
three years ago.
T35 classification is meant for
athletes who have coordination
impairments such as
hypertonia, ataxia and athetosis.
Later in the day, the 24-year-old
Nishad, who hails from Una in
Himachal Pradesh, won India’s
third medal from para-athletics
and seventh overall for the
country in Paris Paralympics
with a season’s best effort of
2.04m.
He lost his right hand in a grass-
cutting machine when he was
six-year-old.
Nishad, who had also won a
silver in Tokyo Paralympics
three years ago with a jump of
2.06m, had a tough fight with
world record holder and
defending champion Townsend
Roderick of the USA, who
clinched the gold after clearing
2.12m.
STRONG SHOW BY
SHUTTLERS: Tokyo Games
silver medallist Suhas is set to

become the first Indian shuttler
to win back-to-back medals at
the Paralympics after outplaying
compatriot Sukant Kadam in
straight games to reach the
men’s singles SL4 final.
The 41-year-old Suhas, a 2007
batch IAS officer, beat Sukant
21-17, 21-12 to make another
final at the global showpiece.
Later, Nitesh Kumar also
guaranteed a medal for himself
in SL3 with a 21-16 21-12
victory over Japan’s Daisuke
Fujihara in the semifinal.
Before Suhas sizzled, it was
Manisha who set up an all-
Indian women’s singles SU5
semifinal with compatriot
Thulasimathi Murugesan,
assuring the country of at least a
silver.
The 19-year-old Manisha, who
was born with Erb’s palsy which
affected her right arm, had no
trouble in dispatching Japan’s
Mamiko Toyoda 21-13 21-16 in
the quarterfinals. The second
seeded Indian left-hander
needed 30 minutes to down her
unseeded rival. 
Erb’s palsy is a nerve disorder in
the shoulder and arm that
results in weakness or loss of
muscle function.
In the last four, Manisha will
meet top seed Thulasimathi,
who had defeated Portugal’s
Beatriz Monteiro in group A on
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Suhas Yathiraj and Nitesh Kumar on
Sunday inched closer to their

maiden gold medal after progressing to
the men’s singles final in their
respective categories at the Paris
Paralympics here.
While Suhas, a silver medallist from
Tokyo Games, is set to become the first
Indian shuttler to secure back-to-back
medals at the Paralympics after
outplaying compatriot 
Sukant Kadam 21-17, 21-12 in SL4,
Nitesh guaranteed a medal for himself
in SL3 with a 21-16 21-12 victory over
Japan’s Daisuke Fujihara in another
semifinal.
However, Indian shuttler Nithya Sre
Sumathy Sivan lost her women’s singles
SH6 semifinals to China’s Lin
Shuangbao 13-21, 19-21. She will play
for a bronze medal. 
The 41-year-old Suhas, a 2007 batch
IAS officer, will now face France’s Lucas
Mazur, aiming to settle the score after
losing to him in the Tokyo Paralympics
final three years ago.
“I still can’t believe (back-to-back
finals). I thank God. I tried my best and
didn’t let pressure get to me,” Suhas
said. Nitesh, who had lost his left leg
after a train accident in 2009, will
square off against Great Britain’s Daniel
Bethell in the summit clash. Bethell,
who was the runner-up to 
Pramod Bhagat in the Tokyo Games, is
a formidable opponent, setting the
stage for an electrifying final on
Monday.
Sukant, meanwhile, will next play for
the bronze medal.
With his win, Nitesh, an IIT Mandi
graduate, who won three medals,

including a singles silver at the Asian
Para Games, ensured that India return
with a medal from the SL3 category,
after Pramod Bhagat clinched the gold
when para badminton made its debut
three years ago in Tokyo.
“I have been performing consistently,
so I had the self belief that I will make
the finals and it feels amazing to
actually do that because there is
pressure and I had lost my mixed
doubles but I didn’t let it affect me,” the
29-year-old said.
A computer engineer, Suhas, who
served as the District Magistrate of
Gautam Buddh Nagar during the
COVID-19 pandemic and was also the
DM of Prayagraj, delivered a
commanding performance to book his
place in the final.
Talking about Mazur, Suhas, who never
let his ankle impairment hinder his
passion for badminton, said: “We know
each other very well. I defeated him in
World championships this year and he
would want to take revenge.
“I lost to him in Tokyo but fortunately I
have won Asian Para Games gold,

became world no 1. I don’t want to put
too much pressure on myself. I will just
go out there and enjoy myself.”
In SL4, athletes compete while standing
with less severe impairment than in
SL3, which is for players, like Nitesh,
who compete with more severe lower
limb disabilities, requiring play on a
half-width court.
Nitesh’s sports journey began with a
passion for football in childhood.
However, an accident in
Visakhapatnam left him bedridden for
months and resulted in permanent leg
damage. Despite this, his interest in
sports endured, particularly during his
time at IIT-Mandi, where he developed
a keen interest in badminton.
He kept honing his skills along with
studies and made his debut at the
Nationals in Faridabad, winning a
bronze while representing Haryana.
The following year, he clinched a silver
in singles and bronze in doubles at
Bengaluru, establishing himself in
para-badminton.
His domestic success peaked at the
2020 Nationals, where he defeated

Pramod and Manoj Sarkar to win gold.
Nitesh’s win assured India its third
medal from para badminton after
Manisha Ramadass confirmed a
podium after setting up a women’s
singles SU5 semifinals duel with
compatriot Thulasimathi Murugesan.
The 19-year-old Manisha, who was
born with Erb’s palsy which affected her
right arm, had no trouble in
dispatching Japan’s Mamiko Toyoda 21-
13 21-16 in the quarterfinals.
Erb’s palsy is a nerve disorder in the
shoulder and arm that results in
weakness or loss of muscle function.
The second seeded Indian left-hander
needed 30 minutes to down her
unseeded rival.
In the last four, Manisha will meet top
seed Thulasimathi, who had defeated
Portugal’s Beatriz Monteiro in group A
on Saturday.
In SU5 category, the players have
impairment of the upper limbs. The
impairment could be on the playing or
non-playing hand.
India’s medal hopes were further
bolstered by Nithya Sivan Sumathy,
who advanced to the women’s singles
SH6 semifinals with a 21-4, 21-7
victory over Poland’s Oliwia Szmigiel.
On Saturday, Sukant Kadam earned the
right to take on compatriot Suhas
Yathiraj in SL4 semifinals to assure the
country its first medal in badminton
from this edition of the Games.
However, Mandeep Kaur and Palak
Kohli were eliminated following
contrasting defeats in their respective
quarterfinals on Sunday.
Competing in SL3 category, Mandeep
hardly posed a challenge to Nigeria’s
third seed Bolaji Mariam Eniola, losing
the contest 8-21 9-21 in 23 minutes.
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Oksana Kozyna’s
Paralympic debut was

sure to have some unexpected
moments, but the surprise she
received might beat anything
that could have happened on
the court.
The Ukrainian para
badminton player was raised
in an orphanage for disabled
children in Dnipro, Ukraine,
alongside teammate
Oleksandr Chyrkov. Before
her first singles match in the
SL3 classification (standing
with lower limb impairment),
she met one of her former
teachers from the orphanage -
a reunion that brought back
memories of learning the sport
while also featuring all the
emotions felt by Ukrainians as
the war continues back home.
“I didn’t recognize her at first
and then, when I recognized
her, I just couldn’t believe it,”
Kozyna said of her teacher,
Svitlana Shabalina, while

meeting with reporters Sunday
evening. “It’s like a dream.”
Shabalina had left the
orphanage years earlier and
recently emigrated to Sweden.
Kozyna fled Ukraine shortly
after Russia attacked in 2022
and now lives with Chyrkov,
two other Ukrainian athletes
and their families in France,
where she trained for the
Paralympics.
Kozyna has been a key player
in Ukrainian para badminton
since winning silver at the
European Championships in
2017. The 29-year-old also
won Ukraine’s first world para
badminton championship in
2022.
Shabalina didn’t plan to see
her former students. Chyrkov
actually surprised Shabalina
while training near where she
lives in Sweden. The two had
stayed in touch in the years
after Chyrkov left the
orphanage, and he invited
Shabalina to watch him and
Kozyna compete. Two weeks

before the games began,
Shabalina decided to go.
“Ever since we began the war,
we’ve tried to figure out how to
do it in a proper way,” Chyrkov
said. 
“It really helped because a lot
of Ukrainians came and
supported.”
Kozyna said the trio has spent
the last few days discussing
how life has changed since
they left the orphanage.
Kozyna had not seen
Shabalina since before the war
began.
Kozyna had her first women’s
singles loss on Sunday, falling
in straight sets to No. 1 seed
Qonitah Ikhtiar Syakuroh of
Indonesia. She will play
Nigerian Mariam Bolaji for the
bronze medal on Monday.
“I did have favorite pupils,
(and) they were one of them,”
Shabalina said about Kozyna
and Chyrkov. 
“I loved what I do and my kids,
because I really think they are
like my kids.
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Ace Indian shuttler and
former Olympic bronze-
medallist Saina Nehwal

has revealed that she is battling
arthritis and will have to decide
on her future in badminton by
the end of this year as the
ailment has made it impossible
for her to train the usual hours.
The 34-year-old former world
No.1, who was the first Indian
shuttler to win an Olympic
medal with her bronze in
London 2012, participated in
three editions of the Games
before being hampered by
injuries.
The 2010 and 2018
Commonwealth Games gold-
medallist said she can no
longer overlook the fact that
her career is in its final leg.
“The knee is not very good. I
have arthritis. My cartilage has
gone to a bad state. It is very
difficult to push for eight-nine
hours,” Nehwal said on the
House of Glory podcast hosted
by shooting great Gagan
Narang, who was Indias chef-
de-mission in the recent Paris
Olympics.
“How will you challenge the
best players in the world in
such a state? I think I will have
to accept it somewhere.
Because two hours of training
is not good enough to play
with the highest level of players
and get the desired results,” she
added.
Nehwal said she is still
considering the impact
retirement will have on her but
admitted that she would
eventually have to take a call.
The trailblazing star, who is
also a BJP member now, was
last seen in action more than a
year ago in the Singapore Open
where she lost in the opening
round.
“I am also thinking about it
(retirement). It will be sad

because it is like a job that a
normal person does.
Obviously, a sportspersons
career is always a short one. I
started at the age of 9. I will be
35 next year,” she said.
“I have also had a long career
and I am very proud of that. I
have broken my body to a great
extent. I am happy with what I
have done and given it all. (I)
will assess how I feel by the end
of this year,” she added.
The Padma Shri awardee said
competing at the Olympics was

her childhood dream and
missing the showpiece for two
consecutive editions has been
hurtful.
“Competing at the Olympics is
a childhood dream for all. You
prepare to reach that level for
years. Hence, at times, when
you realise you will not be able
to make it, it hurts a lot,” she
expressed.
“Because it is not like you do
not want to play, but your body
is telling that you are not doing
well and you have injuries.”

Nehwal, however, said she
would look back at her run in
the Games with pride. “But I
have done a lot of hard work. I
competed in three Olympics. I
gave my 100 per cent in all of
them. I can take pride in that
and be happy about it,” she
said.
Nehwal also spoke about the
pressure of expectations and
said as a top athlete, she has
faced it not just from observers
of the game but also from near
and dear ones.

“When you become a big
player, your friends, family,
coaches, sponsors, everyone
wants you to perform. There
are a lot of stakeholders
involved,” she said.
“With already a short career
span, athletes cannot afford to
take a four-year break and have
to keep performing
continuously. If you wish to
become an international
champion, you have to be
strong to make tough
decisions,” she added.
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Indias top singles player
Sumit Nagal on Monday

pulled out of the upcoming
Davis Cup tie against Sweden
due to a back injury.
Nagal recently lost his first
round singles contest to Tallon
Griekspoor at the US Open.
The indoor hard-court contest
in Stockholm will be played on
September 14-15. Reserve
player Aryan Shah has been
drafted into the main team
after Nagals withdrawal while
Manas Dhamne has been put
on standby.
“I was really looking forward
to representing in the
upcoming Davis Cup tie
against Sweden,” Nagal wrote
on social media.
“However, due to a back issue
thats been bothering me for
the past few weeks, doctors
have advised me to rest for the
next two weeks, leaving me
without enough time to

prepare and compete in
Sweden. This same issue also
led to my withdrawal from the
US Open doubles
“Im deeply disappointed to be
missing this tie, but I have to
listen to my body to prevent
the back from worsening, so
that I can finish the season
strong and healthy. Good luck
to the Indian team - Ill be
cheering for you all from

home!” he added.
Nagal reached a career-high
ranking of 68 in July but has
dropped to 82 in the latest
rankings. Indias highest-
ranked singles player not being
part of the Davis Cup tie is a
big blow to the team.
Former national champion
Ashutosh Singh has been
named as new coach of the
national team.
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Indias challenge in the mens doubles event of
the US Open ended with the defeat of Rohan

Bopanna and his Australian partner Matthew
Ebden in the third round, here.
The second seeded Bopanna-Ebden pair lost 1-
6 5-7 to the 16th seed Argentine combo of
Maximo Gonzalez and Andres Molteni in 66
minutes on Sunday night.
Bopanna and Ebden had won the Australian
Open early this year.
The 44-year-old Bopanna has already
announced retirement from Davis Cup and it
will be interesting to see if he will return to
defend his Australian Open crown in January
2025.
Sumit Nagal had exited the mens singles with an
opening round defeat while Yuki Bhambri and
N Sriram Balaji earlier lost in mens doubles at
different stages of the tournament. 

Bopannas challenge is still alive in the mixed
doubles event with Indonesian partner Aldila
Sutjiadi and interestingly, he and Ebden will
now be up against each other.
Ebden and Czech Republics Barbora Krejcikova
are seeded fourth in the mixed doubles.
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This is pretty much all anyone
needs to know about defending

champion Coco Gauffs 6-3, 4-6, 6-3
loss to Emma Navarro in the U.S.
Opens fourth round : Gauff wound
up with more double-faults, 19,
than winners, 14.
It was the latest in a series of early-
for-her exits in recent weeks,
including bowing out in the third
round at the Paris Olympics, then
going 1-2 at hard-court tuneup
events before arriving in New York.
“I feel like theres 70 other players in
the draw that would love to have the
summer that I had, even though its
(the) least, probably, (Ive) done well
during this time of the year,” said
the No. 3-seeded Gauff, who went
18-1 during the North American
swing on hard courts 12 months
ago, including the run to her first
Grand Slam title. “So many people
want to be in the fourth round. So
many people want to make the
Olympics. So many people want to
be flag bearer. Its perspective.”
The 20-year-old from Florida did
fight her way back into the match
with a four-game run in which she

claimed 14 of 17 points and
grabbed the second set. “Had a little
bit of a lull there,” said the 13th-
seeded Navarro, an American who
was 0-2 at the U.S. Open until this
year, “but I was able to regroup.”
After each of her past two contests
in New York, Gauff headed back
out onto the practice courts to work
on her serve. That didnt help much
on Sunday, when she tied her career
high for double-faults: She also had
19 in a loss at the 2020 French
Open. Against Navarro, Gauff
delivered a trio of double-faults in
four different games. Eleven of the
double-faults came in the final set
alone.
Gauff attributed her problems to a
mix of issues with her mechanics -
“I go down on my left side a lot on
my serve, and its something Im
aware of, but its tough in the
moment to, I guess, try not to do it,”
she explained - and in her mind.
“Its sometimes more of an
emotional, mental thing, because if
I go out on the practice court right
now, I would make, like, 30 serves
in a row. Ive done it before,” Gauff
said. “I think its also just kind of a
mental hurdle that I have to get over

when it comes. ... But I definitely
want to look at other things,
because I dont want to lose matches
like this anymore.”
She finished with a total of 60
unforced errors - a whopping 29 on
her forehand side.
The 23-year-old Navarro, who also
eliminated Gauff in the fourth
round at Wimbledon in July, was
far steadier on Sunday, although
she still did have 35 unforced
errors. “It was a little bit of a battle
of will there for a bit. But proud of
just my effort today,” said Navarro,
a U.S. Teammate of Gauffs at the
Paris Games. “I was able to stick in
there through some tough
moments.” 
This result follows a third-round
loss by defending mens champion
Novak Djokovic on Friday,
meaning the lengthy droughts
without anyone winning
consecutive titles in New York will
continue. The last woman to win at
least two in a row was Serena
Williams with three from 2012-14;
the last man to do so was Roger
Federer with five from 2004-08. 
Frances Tiafoe eliminated No. 28
seed Alexei Popyrin, the player who

stunned Djokovic, with a 6-4, 7-6
(3), 2-6, 6-3 victory on Sunday
night. The No. 20 seed advanced to
his third straight U.S. Open
quarterfinal and will play No. 9
Grigor Dimitrov, who held off
Andrey Rublev 6-3, 7-6 (3), 1-6, 3-
6, 6-3 with 23-time Grand Slam
champion Williams watching and
offering a thumbs-up at matchs
end.
Also moving on Sunday was No. 12
Taylor Fritz, who beat three-time
Grand Slam finalist Casper Ruud 3-
6, 6-4, 6-3, 6-2. Fritzs quarterfinal
opponent will be 2020 U.S. Open
runner-up Alexander Zverev, who
got past Brandon Nakashima 3-6,
6-1, 6-2, 6-2.
“Im at the point now where Im still
happy to make quarterfinals, but I
wouldnt be happy with it ending
here,” said Fritz, who has yet to
reach a Grand Slam semifinal. “I
definitely am at the point where I
really want more than that.”
The Wimbledon win over Gauff
earned Navarro, the 2021 NCAA
singles champion for the University
of Virginia, her first appearance in a
major quarterfinal. Her second will
come Tuesday in New York against

No. 26 Paula Badosa, a 6-1, 6-2
winner against Wang Yafan. The
other womens match that day will
be between No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka
- she was last years runner-up to
Gauff and beat Elise Mertens 6-2, 6-
4 on Sunday - and either No. 7
Zheng Qinwen or No. 24 Donna
Vekic.
The quarterfinals will give Navarro
another chance to play at Arthur
Ashe Stadium in front of a big
crowd. Shed never hit a ball in the
place until Sunday - and felt rather
at ease, anyway.
“Ive been out on big courts before,
where I just felt totally
overwhelmed and almost like its an
out-of-body experience. But I didnt
feel like that today,” Navarro said. “I
felt comfortable from the time I
stepped out onto the court, which I
was a little bit surprised about. I
kind of had prepared myself for the
worst, just in terms of feeling
overwhelmed and nervous.”
Sure didnt perform that way.
Gauff was the one who was unable
to bring her best.
“I expect better, but at the end of the
day it happened,” Gauff said, and I
know I can turn it around.
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With two goals in less than
10 minutes, Kylian

Mbappé ended his scoring
drought in the Spanish
league, leading Real Madrid
to a 2-0 win over Real Betis.
Madrids biggest signing in
years, Mbappé had scored
once in the teams win over
Atalanta in the UEFA Super
Cup final last month, but he
had yet to find the net in his
previous three Spanish league
matches.
“I was looking forward to
scoring in this legendary
stadium, the best in the
world,” Mbappé said. “But the
most important thing was the
victory.”
He opened the scoring at the
Santiago Bernabeu with a low
left-footed shot from inside
the area after a neat backheel
pass by Federico Valverde in
the 67th minute. Mbappe
then added to the lead by
converting a 75th-minute
penalty kick after a foul on
Vinicius Junior.
Madrid had drawn two of its
first three games, with its lone
victory coming against

Valladolid two rounds ago,
also at the Bernabeu. This win
moved the defending
champion four points behind
leader Barcelona, the only
team to win all four matches
to start the season. 
“After the game against Las
Palmas we knew that we had
to win and we did it,” Mbappé
said. “It was a tough match,
but we are Real Madrid and in
the end we won it.”
Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti
said there was never any
pressure on Mbappé to end
his drought in the league.
“For him it was important to
score, but we evaluate the
work of the team as a whole,
which was better than in the
previous match. It was a step
forward.”
The result kept Betis winless
after three matches. Manuel
Pellegrinis team had drawn its
first two games.
Vitor Roque, a young
Brazilian forward, was a
second-half substitute for the
Seville club where he is
playing on loan from Madrid
rival Barcelona.
Madrid has not conceded in
its last five league games at

Bernabeu, going back to last
season, a first for the club in
the competition since 1996. 
Madrid is unbeaten in 26
home games in the league,
with 22 wins and four draws,
the best run under Ancelotti. 
The five points from three
matches until now had meant
Madrids worst start in the
league since 2019-20, when it
won the competition.
SEVILLA CONTINUES TO
STRUGGLE: Sevilla lost 2-0
at home to Girona to remain
winless after four matches.
Iván Martin and Abel Ruiz
scored a goal in each half for
Girona, which has now won
two in a row. It will play the
Catalan derby against
Barcelona in the next round.
Sevilla had drawn two of its
first three matches, both on
the road, with a loss to
Villarreal at home. 
OTHER RESULTS: Getafe,
another team without a
victory, drew 0-0 with Real
Sociedad at home, while Las
Palmas - also winless - lost 2-
0 at Alaves. Osasuna won 3-2
against Celta Vigo, which had
opened with two straight wins
but now has lost two in a row.
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For Thiago Mottas
Juventus, it was a well-

earned point that kept the
Bianconeri unbeaten.
For Daniele De Rossis
Roma, it was a step in the
right direction after a
difficult start to the season.
Juventus was held to a 0-0
draw at home by Roma in Serie A on Sunday
with each side producing only one shot on goal.
Roma dominated the possession early on before
Juventus grew more dangerous through Dusan
Vlahovic.
De Rossi kept former Juventus forward Paulo
Dybala on the bench at the start then sent the
Argentina international, who recently turned
down an offer from Saudi Arabia, on midway
through the second half.
But Dybala produced little with both sides
slowing down by then on a warm evening in
Turin.
Juventus moved level on seven points with
defending champion Inter Milan, Torino and
Udinese in Mottas first season since coming
over from Bologna.
Winless Roma, which was coming off a
dispiriting defeat at home to Empoli, has two
points in De Rossis second campaign after
replacing Jose Mourinho in January.
Having grown more offensive under De Rossi
last season, Roma has produced only one goal in
three matches this season.

Udinese beat promoted
Como 1-0 with a first-half
volley from Brenner. Como
forward Patrick Cutrone
missed a late penalty.
MALDINI FROM
DISTANCE: Robin Gosens
scored a late equalizer on
debut for Fiorentina, which
came back from two goals
down for a 2-2 draw with

Alessandro Nestas Monza.
Gosens, who was signed on loan from Union
Berlin on deadline day, redirected in a corner
with a looping header in stoppage time.
Monza went ahead with early goals from Milan
Djuric and Daniel Maldini before Moise Kean
pulled one back for Fiorentina before the break.
It was a third consecutive draw in Serie A for
Fiorentina under new manager Raffaele
Palladino, who previously coached Monza.
Fiorentina was coming off a penalty-shootout
win over Puskas Akademia in the Conference
League. Fiorentina also drew the first leg with
Puskas, and the second leg was locked at 1-1
before the shootout.
Maldinis long-distance effort was his third goal
from outside the box in 2024, tied for the joint
lead in Serie A over that span with Dusan
Vlahovic, Khvicha Kvaratskhelia, Alexis
Saelemaekers and Michael Folorunsho.
Hellas Verona beat Genoa 2-0 with goals from
Jackson Tchatchoua and Casper Tengstedt for its
second win in three matches after defeating
Napoli 3-0 in its opener.

Saina Nehwal reveals struggles with arthritis,
to decide on retirement by end of year
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