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In the backdrop of a
Statewide agitation for
justice for the Kolkata lady

doctor who was raped and
murdered early this month
while on duty turning fast into
a movement for “change of the
system that harbours rapists
and the corrupt,” the Mamata
Banerjee Government of
Bengal on Tuesday got an
anti-rape “Aparajita” Bill
passed unanimously. This
makes West Bengal first State
to bring in amendments to
Central laws dealing with
such offences.
The Opposition parties,
however, called it a
diversionary tactics in order
to contain the Statewide
unrest and assuage peoples’
anit-Government feelings.
Notwithstanding stringent
remarks from the Opposition
Bench, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee asked
Opposition leader Suvendu
Adhikari to help get the Bill
signed by Governor CV
Ananda Bose and President
Droupadi Murmu.
Apart from prescribing life
imprisonment until death, the
Bill, christened ‘Aparajita
Woman and Child Bill (West
Bengal Criminal Laws and
Amendment) 2024, provides
for death penalty for a repeat

offender in cases of rape and
sexual offences that lead to a
victim’s death or leave her in a
vegetative state.
The Bill was passed at a time
when citizens including
medical staff of Kolkata
formed a 17-km long human
chain from Patuli in South
Kolkata to Ultadanga in the
North. The Bill was also
passed when a separate
detachment of junior doctors
and members of the civil
society staged a joint rally in
front of the Lal Bazar police
headquarters demanding the
resignation of Police
Commissioner Vineet Goyal

for failing to act in an
impartial manner.
Saying that rape was a “curse
on the human society and that
there was a need for social
reforms to stop such crimes,
the Chief Minister said that
“the Bill seeks to plug the
loopholes in the central
legislation.”
She also appealed to the
Opposition BJP to get the
Governor’s assent “instead
of politicising the issue,”
even as Leader of
Opposition attacked the
Government for supporting
a system where rapes and
murders had become the

order of the day.
“It is your Government and
the police that had
investigated the infamous
Kamduni rape case in such a
manner that all the accused
save one got acquitted and
even the one who was not
got his death sentence
commuted to life sentence
… if this was not the result
of the Government’s apathy
to such cases then what is …
In Kamduni rape case the
Government changed 16
Public Prosecutors to ensure
that the rapists who were the
members of the TMC get
acquitted,” Adhikari said.

India’s Air Defence
gets future ready

WB Government passes
anti-rape Aparajita Bill
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With a view to sustaining the
modernisation drive and

operational readiness of the Armed
forces, ten proposals worth �1,45 lakh
crore were given the go-ahead on
Tuesday.  They include Future Ready
Combat Vehicles, Air Defence Fire
Control Radars, Dornier-228 aircraft,
Next Generation Fast Patrol and
Offshore Patrol Vessels.
Notably, of the total cost of proposals, 99
per cent is from indigenous sources
under Buy (Indian) and Buy (lndian-
Indigenously Designed Developed and
Manufactured) categories, defence
ministry said here.
Giving details, officials said Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC), under the
chairmanship of Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh accorded Acceptance of
Necessity (AoN) for 10 capital
acquisition proposals amounting to
�1,44,716 crore. 
The DAC is the apex body to clear
acquisition proposals of the Armed
forces.  The final nod is given by Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS).
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Under pressure from the
Government, Netflix

India on Tuesday said it has
included the real as well as
the code names of the
hijackers of the Indian
Airlines aircraft in the web
series ‘IC814: The Kandahar
Hijack’.
This comes after Netflix India
content head Monika Shergill
on Tuesday met Information
and Broadcasting Secretary
Sanjay Jaju and assured to be
‘sensitive’ to India’s
sentiments. 
Information and
Broadcasting Secretary
Sanjay Jaju summoned the
Netflix India’s contend head,
Monika Shergill, to convey
the government’s strong
disapproval of the depiction

of certain elements in the web
series.
The web series had triggered
a row after a section of
viewers objected to the
humane projection of
terrorists and reference to
their Hindu code names,
contending that distortion of
real identities of hijackers

amounted to
misrepresentation of
historical events.
“For the benefit of audiences
unfamiliar with the 1999
hijacking of Indian Airlines
Flight 814, the opening
disclaimer has been updated
to include the real and code
names of the hijackers,”

Shergill, Vice President,
Content at Netflix India, said
in a statement after meeting
Jaju.
She said the code names in
the series reflect those used
during the actual event. The
real names of the hijackers
were Ibrahim Athar, Shahid
Akhtar Sayed, Sunny, Ahmad
Qazi, Zahoor Mistry and
Shakir. However, the series
referred to the code names
used by terrorists — Bhola,
Shankar, Doctor, Burger and
Chief.  
“India has a rich culture of
storytelling and we are
committed to showcasing
these stories and their
authentic representation,”
Shergill said.
“The code names in the series
reflect those used during the
actual event. India has a rich
culture of storytelling — and

we are committed to
showcasing these stories and
their authentic
representation,” she said in the
statement.
The meeting at Jaju’s office
here lasted for about 40
minutes during which the
OTT platform official was
apprised of the sentiments
expressed by a large section of
the society and the need to be
sensitive while handling such
topics.  According to sources,
in the meeting, the
Government posed tough
questions, asking the Netflix
India head why no captions or
riders were issued to clearly
display the real names of the
hijackers. The Government
also asked why the hijackers
looked “firm and sensitive”
whereas the negotiators
appeared “weak and
confused”.
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Former president of Atlas
Cycles Salil Kapoor

allegedly committed suicide
at his Lutyen’s Delhi home on
APJ Abdul Kalam Marg on
Tuesday afternoon.
The 70-year-old man
allegedly shot himself with
his licensed pistol and was
found dead on the ground
floor of his three-storey
house at around 1 pm. 
According to a senior police
officer, his manager found his
body lying in a pool of blood
near the puja room of his
home. A suicide note was
recovered in which Kapoor
mentioned the name of about
four to five people accusing
them of harassing him.
The suicide note also
mentions him facing some
financial difficulties. He

wrote that he had ‘financial
burden’ on him. He was
reportedly living separately
from his family including his
wife and three children, who
are currently based in Dubai.
Another police officer said
that Kapoor’s manager and
his family stayed with him in
the three-storey building. 
He was rushed to All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) where the doctors
declared him brought dead.
The local police were
informed, and they, along
with forensic experts, visited
the crime scene to collect the
exhibits from the spot.  Police
said they are verifying and
probing the matter from “all
possible angles” and will take
legal action further as
needed.
In 2015, he was arrested from
Uttarakhand by the
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the Delhi Police in
two cases of cheating
involving �9 crore. The first
case involved a man, Satinder
Nath Maira, who alleged that
he had given �13 crore to Salil
Kapoor’s family friend
Prashant Kapoor for
investment. 
Salil had issued seven post-
dated cheques when asked to
return the money, but all
were dishonoured. 
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The Congress and the Aam
Aadmi Party have reached an

‘in-principal understanding’ to
fight next month’s Haryana
Assembly election together against
the wishes of its State unit, though
nothing has been finalised yet. 
Sources said two rounds of talks
between AAP MP Raghav Chadha
and Congress’s KC Venugopal have
already been held. 
The third round of meeting can be
held on Wednesday. Sources said
the AAP is reported to have
demanded 10 seats, while the
Congress is willing to give between
five and seven only.  The Congress is
reportedly also willing to give one
seat to the Samajwadi Party. The
deadline for nominations is October
4 with voting on October 5.
Against the wishes of its State unit,
the Congress on Tuesday said it is
in talks with the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) for an alliance in Haryana
though nothing has been finalised
yet. According to sources, in its
Central Election Committee (CEC)
meeting on Monday evening, party
leader Rahul Gandhi expressed
interest in exploring the possibility
of alliance with AAP for Assembly
elections in Haryana.
Ironically, the State Congress
leaders in Haryana have rejected
the possibility of any alliance with
AAP in the State. Recently, senior

Congress leader in Haryana,
Kumari Selja ruled out the
possibility of an alliance with AAP
for the Assembly polls, saying her
party is strong in the State and will
fight the elections on its own.
Asked about the possibility of an
alliance with AAP, AICC general
secretary in-charge of Haryana
Deepak Babaria said, “We are in
talks with the AAP, but nothing has
been finalised yet. As soon as
something concrete emerges, we
will inform you.” Responding to
another question, Babaria said,
“We have to defeat the BJP, and
therefore are against allowing anti-
BJP votes to be divided.”
Meanwhile, AAP leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh has

welcomed reports claiming Rahul
has shown interest in an alliance
with Arvind Kejriwal-led party in
poll-bound Haryana.
Polling for 90 Assembly seats in
Haryana will be held on October 5
and counting of votes will be
undertaken on October 8.
The Congress’s Central Election
Committee had met on Monday
and cleared the names of 34
candidates for the Assembly polls
in Haryana. “Today, a meeting was
held for Haryana by the CEC. A
list of 49 names was presented by
the State’s screening committee,
out of which 34 have been
approved and decision on 15 is
pending,” Babaria had said last
evening.
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Three crew members of
Indian Coast Guard are

missing after their helicopter
on a rescue mission had to
make a forced landing at sea
off Porbandar on Monday,
Coast Guard said here on
Tuesday.  Rescue mission was
on to locate them.
Giving details, officials said
the incident occurred on
Monday night after the Coast
Guard launched an operation
around 11 pm to evacuate an
injured crew member on
board a tanker which was
sailing close to Porbandar.
While one of the four crew
members on board the ICG’s
advanced light helicopter

(ALH) was rescued, a search
operation was on for three
others, it said. The force has
deployed four ships and two
aircraft to search and rescue
the missing crew members.

Coast Guard said aircraft
wreckage was located. The
incident happened whilst the
helicopter was approaching
the vessel for the evacuation,
it added.

��������	�
��������
���������
�������������
�����
��� ���

Royal welcome for PM Modi in Brunei

Nine Naxalites
killed in Bastar
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Nine Naxalites were
killed in an encounter

with security personnel in
Bastar region of
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday, a
senior police official said.
The gunfight broke out
around 10.30 am in the
forest along the border of
Dantewada and Bijapur
districts when a joint team
of security forces was out on
an anti-Naxal operation,
Inspector General of Police,

Bastar Range Sundarraj P
told PTI. Personnel
belonging to the District
Reserve Guard (DRG) and
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) were involved
in the operation, which was
launched based on inputs
about the presence of
Naxalites belonging to its
west Bastar division unit, he
said. The intermittent
exchange of fire lasted for a
long duration, following
which the bodies of nine
Naxalites clad in ‘uniform’
were recovered from the
spot, he said. 

Bestial cow vigilantes
in Haryana arrested
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A19-year-old boy, studying in Class 12 in
Haryana’s Faridabad, was allegedly chased

in a car and shot dead by a group of five cow
vigilantes who mistook him for a cattle
smuggler. 
The victim was identified as Aryan Mishra.
The members of vigilante group have been
identified as Anil Kaushik, Varun, Krishna,
Adesh, and Saurabh.
A Duster car in which the boy, Aryan, and
his friends Harshit and Shanky as well as two
other women seated in the back of the
vehicle, was chased by the members of cow
vigilante group on the night of August 23 for
about 30 kilometres near Haryana’s
Gadhpuri on the Delhi-Agra National
Highway.
During interrogation, the accused revealed
that on the night of August 23, they had
received information that some suspected
cattle smugglers driving two SUVs were
doing recce in the city. They mistook the
victim and his friends, Shanky and Harshit,
for those cattle smugglers and followed their
car, a senior police officer said.
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Former chief of iconic Atlas
Cycles shoots himself to death
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Netflix questioned over Hindu code names for IC 814 hijackers
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Uttarakhand has faced

numerous climatic disasters
in recent years. Heavy rainfalls,
cloudbursts, landslides, and
other ecological crises have dot-
ted the length and breadth of the
state. While these events are
largely due to geographical, geo-
logical, and climatic factors,
human activities have also sig-
nificantly contributed in altering
the landscape of the region.
The region, part of the seismi-
cally active Himalayas, is char-
acterized by steep slopes and
young, fragile mountains, mak-
ing it particularly prone to land-
slides, especially during the
monsoon season. This vulnera-
bility is worsened by extensive
deforestation, which began dur-
ing British rule for various pur-
poses, as well as road and dam
construction, other infrastruc-
ture projects, and unplanned
rapid urbanization.

The fragile geology of the
Himalayas has always been
prone to erosion because the
rocks are loosely bound and are
easily destabilized by both nat-
ural and human-induced dis-
turbances. Steep slopes further
increase the likelihood of land-
slides. Uttarakhand's hilly
regions are particularly suscep-
tible to concentrated rainfall
during the monsoon season,
leading to cloudbursts.
Orographic lifting, where moist
air ascends over mountains,
leads to condensation and pre-
cipitation, causing heavy rainfall
on the windward side of the
mountains, which can trigger
landslides. Additionally, climate
change has resulted in changing
weather patterns, leading to
extreme and unpredictable rain-
fall, which can trigger cloud-
bursts. Global warming has
caused glaciers to melt, forming

glacial lakes that can overflow or
burst due to additional rainfall,
resulting in massive floods and
landslides downstream.

Intense human activity has
also taken a toll on the region,
leading to deforestation and
land use changes. Deforestation
for agriculture, infrastructure
development, and hydropower
projects destabilizes slopes, as
forests act as natural barriers that
hold the soil together.
Unplanned construction of
roads and other infrastructure
without proper environmental
assessments further increases the
risk of landslides. Over time,
major hydropower projects and
dams have been built in the
region, increasing water pressure
on mountain slopes and making
them prone to collapse. During
heavy rainfall, water from these
reservoirs is released in huge
quantity, contributing to flash

floods and landslides.
Development projects often
involve modifying river chan-
nels, impacting natural sediment
flow and leading to sediment
build-up in some areas and
increased erosion in others,
both of which can trigger land-
slides.

Population growth further
exacerbates these issues, increas-
ing pressure on the land and
leading to more deforestation as
settlements expand into geo-
logically unstable areas. The
influx of tourists, especially dur-
ing pilgrimage season, also con-
tributes to the problem. To
accommodate large numbers
of tourists, extensive construc-
tion of roads, hotels, and other
amenities takes place, putting
immense pressure on the local
environment.

Two major recent projects
highlight the challenges of bal-

ancing development and envi-
ronmental conservation. The
Char Dham Road Project, aimed
at connecting religious shrines
in the hills, is a complex and
contentious initiative that under-
scores the need for sustainable
and carefully planned infra-
structure development in eco-
logically sensitive areas. While
the project promises to improve
connectivity and economic
opportunities, it has also sparked
controversies over its environ-
mental impact, legal challenges,
and social implications.
Similarly, Joshimath has been at
the centre of ecological concerns
due to projects aimed at improv-
ing infrastructure and boosting
tourism. These projects have led
to significant ecological imbal-
ances, such as land subsidence
and environmental degrada-
tion.

Recent disasters illustrate

the dangers of unsustainable
development. The Kedarnath
floods of 2013, caused by an
unprecedented cloudburst that
breached Chorabari Lake, trig-
gered massive floods and land-
slides, resulting in significant loss
of life and property. The disas-
ter is a stark reminder of the
consequences of unplanned con-
struction, deforestation, and
inadequate disaster prepared-
ness. The region lacked the
capacity to accommodate such
a large number of pilgrims who
visit Kedarnath, highlighting
the need for sustainable plan-
ning and better disaster pre-
paredness. In Joshimath, con-
tinued development has led to
widespread land subsidence,
with parts of the town sinking.
This phenomenon is attributed
to geological instability, as well
as the construction of a
hydropower project and the

Char Dham Road Project. The
Rishiganga Glacier Burst of
2021 and recurrent forest fires in
the region further highlight the
growing ecological instability.

Despite severe ecological
crises that have gripped the
region in recent years, con-
struction and development
works continue unabated. It is
crucial for governments to be
more sensitive to ecological
impacts and adopt sustainable
practices when planning major
infrastructure projects, particu-
larly in ecologically sensitive
areas. Comprehensive environ-
mental impact assessments
should be conducted to protect
the environment, including
flora, fauna, water resources, and
local communities. Wider pub-
lic consultation, especially with
local communities, is also essen-
tial. Eco-friendly construction
techniques should be adopted to

minimize land disturbance, and
sustainable building materials
and techniques should be used
to reduce the environmental
footprint of construction.

In addition to sustained
conservation activities such as
afforestation and reforestation,
sustainable ecological practices,
disaster-resilient infrastructure,
sustainable urban planning,
renewable energy integration,
biodiversity conservation plans,
waste management, and pollu-
tion control are all necessary. A
balance must be struck between
our infrastructural and envi-
ronmental needs. Ultimately,
we have a responsibility to pass
on a secure and liveable future
to future generations.

(Dr Niraj Kumar Singh is
Associate Professor of History,
University of Delhi and  Ms
Mona is Senior Consultant,
Samarth eGov)
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I, Lalti Devi W/o Late Bachan 

G upta R/o House no 791, Vikas 

Nagar, Mauli Jagran, Chandigarh 

inform that my son Sunil Kumar 

and his wife Anita and 2nd son Ajit 

and his wife Khushboo all are out 

of my control. I Disown them from 

my all moveable and immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with 

them at their own risk. 

I, Tarsem Lal S/o Lakshman 

Dass R/o House No 49 Village 

Nada, Post office Nayagaon Distt. 

mohali inform that my son Dilver 

Singh and his wife Shivani are out 

of my control. I Disown them from 

my all moveable and immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with 

them at their own risk. 

I, Pritam Singh S/o Wasan 

Singh R/o Vill. Boripur, Teh. 

Shahabad (M.), Distt. 

Kurukshetra, declare that my Son 

Lavjeet Singh and his wife 

Rajwant Kaur and my grandson 

G urtaj Singh are out of my control. 

and do not even behave well with 

us. So I disinherit them from my all 

moveable/ immoveable 

Properties. If anybody deals with 

them in any manner, they will deal 

on his own responsibility. 

I, Amirchand S/o Kundanlal 

R/o H. No. 719, Sector 13 (Part), 

H isar (Haryana) I have declared 

that my daughter Anita who is 

married to Sunil Sharma in Patiala 

(Punjab). And both are out of my 

control. Therefore, I have evicted 

my daughter Anita and son-in-law 

Sunil Sharma from my movable-

immovable property and personal 

life. If any person dealings with 

them in future, he himself will be 

responsible. There will be no 

responsibility for me or my family. 

I,  Badan Singh  S/o  Mewa 

Singh  R/o # 5263, Near Police 

Station, Maloya, Chandigarh, My 

son Vikas Kumar  and his wife 

Babli, and grand-daughter Ishita 

are out of my control. I disown  

them from  my movable/ 

immovable properties. If anybody 

deals them any type in future shall 

self responsible. 

I, Ashok Kumar S/o Mam 

Raj R/o 436/16 Nayi Abadi 

Rangiya Mandi, Ambala Cantt 

declare that my Daughter Taniya is 

out of my Control. So i Disown her 

from my all Movable Immovable 

Properties. 

I, Kulwant Kaur W/o Late 

Sh. Fateh Singh R/o 29 D, Pooja 

Vihar, Ambala Cantt declare that 

my Son Ranjeet Singh and his 

wife Sneha are out of my Control. 

So i Disown them from my all 

Movable Immovable Properties. 

I, Subhash Kumar S/o Sh. 

Joginder Ram R/o 889, Chakki 

Wala Mohalla, Main Bajar, Babyal, 

Ambala Cantt declare that my Son 

Sahil Kumar and his wife Rajni are 

out of my Control. So i Disown 

them from my all Movable 

Immovable Properties. 

I, Monti Kumar s/o Pawan 

Kumar s/o  Ramji Dass r/o G uru 

Nanak pura Mahalla, Rampura 

Phul, District Bathinda that my 

uncle's son Jiwan Kumar G oyal 

son of Darshan Kumar and his 

wife Suman G oyal and his two 

children Bhuvan G oyal and Keriv 

G oyal me and my Wife Ritu Bala 

My son Harsti G oyal My Father 

Pawan Kumar and Mother Meena 

Rani being out of earshot I have 

ended all my relations with them 

henceforth today the person who 

deals with them will be responsible 

himself Related Notes. 

I,  Amar Nath s/o Ramji Dass 

R/o Near Arya School Road, G uru 

Nanak pura Mahalla, Rampura 

Phul District Bathinda This is my 

nephew Jiwan Kumar G oyal son 

of Darshan Kumar and his wife 

Suman G oyal and his two children 

Bhuvan G oyal and Keriv G oyal my 

say and hear. Being out of the I 

have ended all my relations with 

them from today onwards the 

person who deals with them will be 

responsible for making the 

relevant notes. 

We, Krishan Kumar Verma, 

son of Shri Phool Chand and 

Rukmani Devi, wife of Shri Krishna 

Kumar Verma, residents of nearby 

G auga Madi, G hatiwala, Pinjore, 

Tehsil and District Panchkula, 

declare that our son Rajesh 

Kumar and his wife Bimla Devi 

both out of our control. Therefore, 

We Disown our Son and his wife 

From our All Movable and 

immovable Properties. Anybody 

dealing with themself will do at his 

own risk and cost. We will have 

nothing to do with it. 

I, Bhanwar Singh, S/o Shri 

Shardul Singh, R/o village Charno 

ki Dhani, Tehsil Laxmangarh, 

District Sikar, Rajasthan, declare 

that my son Kuldeep Singh and 

his wife Simran Sharma both out 

of my control. Therefore, I Disown 

my Son and his wife From our All 

Movable and immovable 

Properties. Anybody dealing with 

themself will do at his own risk and 

cost. I will have nothing to do with 

it. 

I, Jai Prakash S/o Janak Raj 

R/o 84, VPO Behlana Chandigarh 

declare that my son Amit Kumar 

Tegwan & his wife Annu both are 

out of my control, so I disown them 

from my moveable/  immovable 

properties anybody dealing with 

them at their own risk. 

I, Manjit Kaur Dhanoa W/o 

Late: S. Bhag Singh Dhanoa R/o 

Vill: Hassanpur Teh-Kharar Distt. 

S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali, Po. 

G haruan, Punjab, have severed 

all my relationships with my 

adopted son G urpreet Singh 

Dhanoa. I have also disowned and 

debarred G urpreet Singh Dhanoa 

from all my movable and 

immovable properties. Anyone 

dealing with G urpreet Singh 

Dhanoa will do so at their own risk 

and responsibility. I will not be 

responsible for any act, deed, or 

deal done by G urpreet Singh 

Dhanoa. 

We, Mainpal Sharma s/o 

Jagdish Ram & Kamla Devi w/o 

Mainpal Sharma r/o #1692, 

Sector-3, Urban Estate, 

Kurukshetra inform that our son 

Vivek Sharma and his wife 

Manisha Kaushik are out of our 

control. Therefore, we disown 

them from our movable and 

immovable properties. Our family 

will not be responsible for their 

good or bad deeds and 

transactions in future. 

I, No. 19001604w Hav. 

Hardeep Singh S/o Baldev Singh 

& G urbachan Kaur R/o Village 

Duniya Majra PostOffice Jhansa 

Tehsil Pehowa District 

Kurukshetra, declare that in my 

service record the date of birth of 

my Father Baldev Singh & Mother 

G urbachan Kaur is wrongly 

entered as 02/05/1964 and 

04/04/1969 respectively. While 

correct date of birth of my Father & 

Mother is 01/01/1960 and 

14/09/1963, which is to be 

amended accordingly. 

I, Sapna (Existing name of 

child as per Service documents), 

daughter of Jagbir kataria (name of 

father) R/o Village Kami  P.O. Thru 

(Uldepur) Tehsil and District 

sonepat (HR) have changed my 

name from Sapna (Existing name 

of child as per service documents) 

to Sapna Kataria (proposed/ 

accepted new name of child) vide 

affidavit dated 03-09-2024 at 

sonepat. 

I, JC529924Y Subedar and 

Honorary Subedar Major (Clerk) 

(SD) Tek Chand S/o G urbachan 

Lal Vpo. Dadial Teh-Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Presently residing at 

Baba Deep Singh Colony 

Keharwali Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur declare that in my 

army’s documents my son’s name 

Ankush Kumar written wrongly. 

Actually his name is Ankush 

Bhardwaj and his Date of Birth is 

11-01-1999 as per his Aadhar Card 

and School Certificate records. 

I, JC529924Y Subedar and 

Honorary Subedar Major (Clerk) 

(SD) Tek Chand S/o G urbachan 

Lal Vpo. Dadial Teh-Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Presently residing at 

Baba Deep Singh Colony 

Keharwali Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur declare that in my 

army’s documents my daughter 

Shivani Date of Birth 19-11-2002 

written wrongly. Actually her Date 

of Birth is 25-11-2002 as per her 

Aadhar Card and School 

Certificate records. 

I, Harkirat Singh S/o (JC-

286825W Late NB Sub) Sucha 

Singh R/o Vill: Naraingarh Po. & 

Teh-Dasuya (Hoshiarpur) declare 

that in Army documents of my 

father my name written as Harkrit 

Singh. But my actual name is 

Harkirat Singh. 

It Is For G eneral Information 

That I, Ritija Manhas D/O Sh. 

Malkiet Singh  Residing At Vill. 

Kajla Saroya, Po Bhangala, Teh. 

Mukerian, Distt. Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab Declare That Name Of My 

Father Has Been Wrongly Written 

As Malkiet Singh In My 10th 

Class, 12th Class Educational 

Documents, Birth Certificate, 

Aadhaar Card 2038 1049 0282 & 

Voter Card Nlx1790575. The 

Actual Name Of My Father Is 

Malkiet Singh Manhas 

Respectively, Which May Be 

Amended Accordingly. 

I, Sandeep Kaur W/o Jagjit 

Singh R/o Vill: Tungaheri 

(Ludhiana) that my husband 

name Jagjeet Singh is wrongly 

and correct name Jagjit Singh. 

I, Harjeet Kaur W/o No. 

14402578L Ex Hav Jagdip Singh 

Resident of Vpo. Sidhwan Khurd 

Teh-Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana, 

Punjab, have changed my name 

from Harjeet Kaur to Harjit Kaur 

and Date of Birth from 04-12-1972 

to 15-04-1972 vide affidavit dated 

September 2024 before Notary 

Public Jagraon. 

I Baireddy Tirupalamma is 

Mother of No. 16119436X, L/NK, 

Byreddy Krishna Reddy of Unit 22 

Engr Regt C/o 56 APO Ferozepur 

Residing of 11/208, 

Mudireddipalli, Mudireddipalli, 

Mamillapalle (Rural), Cuddapah 

State Andhra Pradesh Pin-

516217 Declare That my Name 

Byreddy Tirupalamma & my Date 

of birth 01/07/1970 Wrongly 

written in my Son Army Service 

Records but my correct Name 

Baireddy Tirupalamma. & Date of 

birth 01/01/1971. 

I, Baireddy Narayanareddy 

Father of No. 16119436X L/NK 

Byreddy Krishna Reddy of Unit 22 

Engr Regt C/o 56 ΑΡΟ Ferozepur 

Residing of 11/208, 

Mudireddipalli, Mudireddipalli, 

Mamillapalle (Rural), 

Mamillapalle, Cuddapah State 

Andhra Pradesh Pin- 516217 

Declare That my Name Byreddy 

Narayanareddy & Date of birth 

01/07/1965 Wrongly written in my 

Son Army Service Records but my 

correct Name Baireddy 

Narayanareddy & Date of birth 

01/01/1963. 

I, Manju Saini D/o Shyam 

Singh R/o 1043, Staundi, Staundi, 

Karnal, Haryana-132114, hereby 

undertake that I, Manju Saini want 

to change my name to Manmeet 

Saini and gender as Male. 

I, Kavita Devi / Kavita D/O 

Shri Pritam Chand R/O 

H.NO.1718 G round Floor, Sector 

26, Panchkula (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Kavita 

Devi/ Kavita toKavita Kumari. 

I, Harsheen Kaur D/o Preeti 

Singh R/o #169, Sector-12, 

Panchkula (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Harsheen 

Kaur to Harsheen Kaur Manaise. 

I, Jagdeep Singh S/O Sh. 

Pritam Singh R/O H.No. 1543, 

Sector 36-D, Chandigarh Have 

Changed My Name From 

Jagdeep Singh To Jagdip Singh.  

I, Roli W/o Asharfi Lal, # 215, 

Sector 9-C, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Sudama. 

I, Ram Diya Redhu S/o 

Chandgi Ram R/o H .No. 3052, 

Urban Estate, Jind, Haryana, 

India, have changed my name 

from Ram Diya Redhu to Ram Dia 

Redhu. 

I, Mahak w/o Vaneet G arg 

R/o # 204/2 Royale Estate 

Zirakpur, Tehsil Derabassi, District 

SAS Nagar, Mohali. Punjab. I 

have  Changed my Name From 

Mahak To Mahak G arg. 

I, Kamlesh Rani W/o 

Ashwani Bhatia R/o House No 

1014, Sector 13, H isar -125001 

have changed my name from 

Kamlesh Rani to Kamlesh Bhatia 

for all purposes. 

I, Phool Bano D/o Sahid Ali 

R/o Darshan Nagar Kushmaha, 

Distt.Faizabad (Uttar Pradesh) 

declare that have converted my 

religion from Muslim to Sikh and 

my name from Phool Bano to 

Anchal Saini. 

Neelam Devi wife of Suresh 

Pal resident of House No.155, 

Jaidhari (Yamunanagar) declare 

that my name in my class 10th 

certificate is Neelam Rani. I am 

the same woman named Neelam 

Devi and Neelam Rani. In future I 

should be known as Neelam Devi. 

I Jagan Goyal S/O Chetan 

Lal R/O C-1102 Exotic G randeur 

Zirakpur Distt SAS Nagar Mohali 

(Punjab) Declare That Jagan 

G oyal Alias Jagan Nath G oyal 

Names Of The One And Same 

Person. I Know With Both Names. 

I, Sumeeta Tickoo, W/o Amit 

Raina, R/o # 1122/B7, La Prisma, 

Nagla Road  Zirakpur, Tehsil 

Derabassi, District SAS Nagar, 

Mohali, Punjab. I have changed 

my Name from Sumeeta Raina to 

Sumeeta Tickoo. 

I, Baljeet Singh S/o Bishna 

Ram R/o Vill. Kharindwa, Teh. 

Shahabad (M.) Distt. Kurukshetra, 

I declare that I have changed my  

name Baljit Singh to Baljeet 

Singh. All Concerned please note. 

I, Pardeep Singh S/o Baljeet 

Singh R/o Vill. Kharindwa, Teh. 

Shahabad (M.) Distt. Kurukshetra, 

I declare that I have changed my  

name Pradeep to Pardeep Singh. 

All Concerned please note. 

I, Asha Gaba W/O Rajinder 

Kumar, R/O H .No. 15, Poultry 

Area, Nilokheri, District Karnal, 

Have Changed My Name From 

(Old Name) Asha G aba To Asha 

Rani (New Name). 

I, Ram Mehar R/o Village 

Shamlo Kalan, Jind Tehsil and 

District Jind Haryana inform that 

in my daughter in  my Army 

service records name Reena 

Kumari and date of barth 

15.01.1991 my daughter correct 

name is Reena and Correct date 

of birth is 10.01.1993 

I, Darshana Devi W/o JC-

267887F Sub .(RETD) Subedar 

Satbir Singh Resident Akalgarh 

Post Office Budha Khera Lathar 

Tehsil Julana District Jind 

Haryana inform that In my Adhar 

card my name, my husband name 

and my date of birth is wrongly 

recorded Darshana W/o Satbir 

and date of birth is 01.01.1955,  

But My  correct name is Darshana 

devi w/o Satbir Singh and date of 

birth is 29.05.1965 is the correct. 

I hereby declare that above all 

information is true and correct.  If 

found any mistake  I am  

responsible for the same. 

I, Rajinder Kumar s/o 

Parmod Kumar r/o Ward no.01, 

Bhatta Colony, G haraunda, Tehsil 

G haraunda, Distt. Karnal 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Rajinder Kumar to 

Rajinder. In future I should be 

known as Rajinder. 

I, Pooja w/o Rajinder r/o 

Ward no.01, Bhatta Colony, 

G haraunda, Tehsil G haraunda, 

Distt. Karnal (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Pooja to 

Pooja Rani. In future I should be 

known as Pooja Rani. 

I, Virender Bhandari S/o 

Late Rameshwar Dass Bhandari 

R/o #202, Sector-17, Panchkula 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Virender Bhandari to 

Virender Kumar Bhandari. 

I, Dharam Pal S/o Jai Lal R/o 

H.No. 81-B, Vikas Colony, Street 

No. 12,Ranwar Road, Karnal 

(Haryana), I declare that  I have 

changed my name from 

Dharampal to Dharam Pal. 

I, Mohit Sharma S/o Sh. 

Shyam Lal Sharma R/o House 

No. 102-A, G ali No. 3, Rajiv 

puram, Karnal, Haryana have 

declared that Mohit & Mohit 

Sharma both are same person for 

all future purposes. 

I, Ram Mehar Singh S/o 

Late Sh. Banwari Lal R/o New 

Krishna Colony, Teshil & Distt Jind 

declare that in my son, Rakesh 

Kumar’s 10th DMC my name is 

recorded as Ram Mehar, which is 

wrong. My Correct name in my 

documents is Ram Mehar Singh. 

Concerned note. 

I, Kanwal Jeet S/o Sh. Kartar 

Singh R/o E-127, Subhash G ate, 

Mugla Mohalla, Karnal have 

changed my name from Kawal 

Jeet to Kanwal Jeet. Noted for 

future. 

I hitherto known as Rahul 

Alias Rahul Kumar S/O Mahender 

R/O Village: Dharamgarh, Post: 

Rair Kalan, Tehsil Madlauda, 

District Panipat, Haryana 132140, 

India have changed my name and 

shall hereafter be known as Rahul 

Kumar. It is certified that I have 

complied with other legal 

requirements in this connection. 

I, Manoj Garg S/o Ram 

G opal G arg R/o House No 125, 

Ward No 1, Railway Road 

Samalkha, Tehsil Samalkha, 

District Panipat. My name was 

earlier Manoj Kumar G arg, now I 

have changed my name from 

Manoj Kumar G arg to Manoj G arg 

for all future purposes. 

I, Seema Devi W/o Virender 

Kumar R/o Village Dhansoli Tehsil 

Bapoli Distt Panipat declared in 

my son's school record my name 

mentioned as Seema. But my 

actual name is Seema Devi for all 

future purposes. 

I, Virender son of ramkishan 

R/o village dhansoli tahsil bapoli 

district Panipat declared that in 

my son's School record my name 

mentioned as Virender but my 

actual name is Virender Kumar for 

all future purposes. 

I, Gurdeep Singh S/o Daya 

Singh R/o 181, Medical Enclave, 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from G urdeep Singh to G urdeep 

Singh Raina. 

I, Shivani Dhawan D/o 

Sukhdev Raj Dhawan R/o Meera 

Kot Chowk, Kherabad Road, 

Sunder Nagar, Amritsar, have 

changed my minor son's name 

from Mayur to Mayur Luthra. 

I, Pragati D/o Randhir Singh 

W/o Mandeep Singh R/o H .No. 

75, G ali No. 8, Mandir Wala 

Bazar, New G urnam Nagar, 

Sultanwind Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Pragati to 

Pragati Choudhary. 

I, Mrs. Surinder Kaur W/o 

Iqbal Singh R/o Vill. Kamrai PO 

Bholath Distt. Kapurthala 144622 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Surinder Kaur to Amandeep 

Kaur. Concerned note. 

I, Smt. Joginder Kaur W/o 

JC-160632K Late Sub G urmel 

Singh R/o Vill. Harmoyan PO 

Patti, Tehsil & Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my date of 

birth from 21-03-1952 to 01-01-

1948. 

I, Rajendra Pardeep Kansal 

S/o Sh. Prem Nath Kansal R/o 25-

Inderprastha Colony, Near Bus 

Stand, H isar declare that I have 

changed my name from Rajendra 

Pardeep Kansal to Rajinder 

Pardeep Kansal for all future 

purpose.  

I, Usha Rani Kaushik W/o 

Sh. Vishnu Datt Kaushik R/o 

H .No. 141, Sector-13, Sonipat, 

Haryana-131001 have changed 

my name from Usha Rani Kaushik 

to Usha Kaushik, in future I should 

be known as Usha Kaushik. 

It is general Information that I 

G aurav Walia S/o Yashpal Walia 

R/o 763, Near Shweta Royal 

School, Fatehpur, Kaithal, 

Haryana, PIN-136042 declare that 

name of my wife has been 

wrongly written as Shelly in my 

minor son Paras Walia aged 16 

years in his CBSE 10th Class 

marksheet. The actual name of 

my wife is Shelly Walia which may 

be amended accordingly. It is 

certified that I have complied with 

other legal requirements in this 

connection. 

I, Sukhwinder Kaur W/o No. 

15478164H Late LD Sanjeev 

Kumar R/o Village Sunarian, P.O. 

Babain, Tehsil Babain District 

Kurukshetra declare that in my 

husband's service record my son 

& daughter's name are wrongly 

written as Abhinav instead of 

Abhinav Budhwar & Manvi 

instead of Manvi Budhwar. Note 

all concerns.  

I hitherto known as Manish 

S/o Rajesh, R/o Village Saharwa 

(3), PO: Shaharwa, District H isar 

have changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Manish 

Chaudhary. It is certified that I 

have complied with other 

requirements in this connection. 

I, Shruti  Bhanot W/o  

Neeraj Kumar R/o H .No- 112 

Palika Vihar Ambala City have 

changed my name from Shruti 

Bhanot to Shruti . 

I, Jasvir Singh S/o Roshan 

lal R/o Village Tepla Distt Patiala 

(Pb.) have changed my Minor Son 

Name from Mankirat Pardhan to 

Mankirat Singh . All concerned 

please Note 

I, Neha Rani W/o Talwinder 

Singh R/o Village Tepla Distt 

Patiala (Pb.) have changed my 

Minor Son name from Harman to 

Harman Singh . All concerned 

please Note. 

I, Mohan Lal Saini S/o Shri 

Nikka Ram R/o # 969, Jogiwara, 

Ambala City declare that I have 

changed my name from Mohan 

Saini to Mohan Lal Saini for all 

purposes in future. Please Note. 

I, Praveen Kumari W/o Shri 

Balkar Singh R/o village Chhajju 

Majra, sub tehsil Shahzadpur, 

district Ambala declare that my 

name is written as Praveen 

Kumari in my Aadhar card, 

whereas Praveen Kaur is written 

in my son Rohit Singh's 

documents. Please change my 

name to Praveen Kumari in my 

son Rohit Singh's documents as 

well. 

I, Honey wife of Sh. Kamal 

Resident of Rajgarh Road Solan, 

Tehsil-District Solan, H imachal 

Pradesh declare that Honey, 

Honey Bhasin, Hani Bhasin, 

Honey Vig are all names of the 

same person. all concerned 

please may note. 

I, Anjli Sharma w\o Late sh. 

Pankaj Prashar #178, near Shiv 

Mandir Dhankaur, Ambala, 

Haryana declare that please 

correct my husband name Pankaj 

Prashar instead of Pankaj 

Sharma alias Pankaj Prashar in 

my son's birth certificate and all 

documents. Please Note. 

I, Anjli Sharma w\o Late sh. 

Pankaj Prashar #178,  near Shiv 

Mandir Dhankaur, Ambala, 

Haryana declare that I have 

change my name from Anjali 

Sharma alias Anjali  Prashar to 

Anjli Sharma. Please Note. 

I, Mrs. Surinder Kaur W/o 

Iqbal Singh R/o Vill. Kamrai PO 

Bholath Distt. Kapurthala 144622 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Surinder Kaur to Amandeep 

Kaur. Concerned note. 

I, Poonam Rani Alias 

Poonam Rani Jindal W/O Mukesh 

Jindal R/O 1553, Old G rain 

Markit, Ambala City, Haryana-

134003 have changed my name 

to Poonam Jindal. 

I Dharamvir Singh S/O 

G ayarsi Ram R/O Chandpur, 

Rewari, Haryana-123401 have 

changed my name to Dharambir. 

I Hardeep Kaur W/O 

Jaswinder Singh Kalra R/O Rb-

147, Sadar Bazar, Near Jawahar 

Market, Karnal (Rural)(Part)(1), 

Karnal, Haryana-132001 have 

changed my name to Ritu Kalra. 

I Krishana W/O Kapoor 

Chand R/O H  No-25, Vill-Patti 

G urran, Mullanpur, Sas Nagar 

(Mohali), Punjab-140901 have 

changed my name to Krishna 

Devi. 

I, Anshul Varshney S/O 

Rishabh Varshney R/O Drsa-29, 

Npl Colony, Near Csir-Npl, New 

Rajinder Nagar, Delhi-110060 

have changed name of my minor 

daughter Prisha Varshney aged 

01 year to Deevisha Varshney. 

I Dilpreet S/O Charanji Lal 

R/O Vill Dhada Khurd, Po Dhada 

Kalan, Hoshiarpur, Punjab-

144520 have changed my name 

to Dilpreet Banga. 

I Divyanka W/O G urpreet 

Singh R/O Ward No. 10, Khem 

Karan, Tarn Taran, Punjab-

143419 have changed my name 

to Jasmeet Kaur. 

I, hitherto Known as Rajinder 

Singh Saran son of Sharam 

Singh residing at VPO Kabar 

Wala, Tehsil  Malout, District 

Muktsar Punjab have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 

known as Rajinder Singh. 

I, hitherto Known as Swinder 

Kaur G rewal Wife of 

Sukhdarshan Singh residing at 

Bangsipura, Ludhiana. Punjab-

142033 Punjab have changed my 

name and Shall hereafter be 

known as Swinder Kaur. 

I, Sarabjit Kaur D/o G urmit 

Singh W/o Baljeet Singh R/o 

H .No.146-A, G ali No.6, Sant 

Avenue, G .T Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Sarabjit 

Kaur to Jasbir Kaur 

I, Gurpreet Singh S/o G opal 

Singh R/o V.P.O. G umanpura 

Amritsar have changed my name 

to G urpreet is my G iven name 

and Singh is my Surname 

I, Paramjit Kaur W/o 

Balwinder Singh R/o Village 

Ludhar PO Kathunangal District 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Paramjit Kaur to Paramjeet 

Kaur 

I, Anchal Daughter of 

No.JC-250320P Nb Ris 

Sukrampal Singh R/o G oela 

Muzaffarnagar Uttar Pradesh-

251318 have changed my name 

to Anchal Baliyan Vide Affidavit 

No.IN-PB52204826451293W 

Dt.02.09.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Sakshi Daughter of No.JC-

250320P Nb Ris Sukrampal 

Singh R/o G oela Muzaffarnagar 

Uttar Pradesh-251318 have 

changed my name to Shakshi 

Baliyan Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB52205608591882W 

Dt.02.09.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Deepak Spouse of No.JC-

250320P Nb Ris Sukrampal 

Singh R/o G oela Muzaffarnagar 

Uttar Pradesh-251318 have 

changed my name to Deepak 

Devi Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB52203702157476W 

Dt.02.09.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, No.JC-250320P Nb Ris 

Sukrampal Singh R/o G oela 

Muzaffarnagar Uttar Pradesh-

251318 have changed my Son’s 

name from Vansh to Vansh 

Baliyan Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB52215236037584W 

Dt.02.09.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Rajbinder Kaur Mother of 

Sukhwinder Singh R/o 79, Tehsil 

Ludhiana Dewatwal Ludhiana 

Punjab-141102 have changed my 

name to Rajwinder Kaur Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB51989508517934W  

Dt.02.09.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, hitherto known as Suman 

wife of Jagjit Singh residing at 

VPO G heta, Tehsil Indora, Distt. 

Kangra-176204 H imachal 

Pradesh have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Rajni Devi. 

I Amandeep  Verma W/o Sh  

Ajay Verma   R/o 659 Basant 

Avenue Amritsar 143001 Punjab 

have changed my name from 

from Amandeep Minhas to 

Amandeep Verma After Marriage 

I, Jugraj Singh S/o 

Balwinder Singh R/o Vill Kang 

(G urdaspur) have changed my 

name to Singh Jugraj. Concerned 

note. 

I, Sunil S/o Jainarayan R/o 

Village Roshan Khera, Tehsil 

Bass, Distt. H isar declare that in 

my son's Passport No. 

(Y6332166) my name is 

mentioned as Sunil Kumar but my 

correct name is Sunil. I want to 

change my name from Sunil 

Kumar to Sunil in my son's 

passport. 

I, Manveer Singh S/o 

Malwinder Singh, R/o Village 

Nalunga, PO Mirthal, Pathankot 

(Punjab) Have Changed My 

Name From Manveer Singh to 

Singh Manvier, Kindly Note. 

I, Sarvjeet Singh S/o Boor 

Singh, R/o H .No.50 G ali No-2, 

Dhakki Road, Prem Nagar, 

Pathankot, Tehsil & District 

Pathankot Have Changed My 

Name From Sarvjeet Singh to 

Singh Sarvjeet, Kindly Note. 

I, Vikas Thakur S/o Sagar 

Singh R/o Village Near G ovt Sr. 

Secondary School, V& P.O Hara, 

Tehsil Dhar Kalan, District 

Pathankot (Punjab) Have 

Changed My Name From Vikas 

Thakur to Thakur Vikas, Kindly 

Note. 

I Anju Bala W/o G ursimran 

Singh R/o M-1, G reen Avenue, 

Amritsar, Punjab have changed 

my name from Anju Bala to Anju 

Bajwa after marriage.  

I, H itherto Known As Simmi 

Kapur Alias Kajal Malhotra D/O 

Kasturi Lal Kapur W/O Sonu 

Malhotra R/O House No- 384-B-

X, Rahimat Tula Road, Ward No- 

52, Chowk Heera Halwai, 

Ludhiana Punjab- 141008, Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Kajal 

Malhotra. 

I, Kartik Thakur S/O 

Rajender Thakur, Residing At 

573/16, Prem Nagar, Ambala City, 

Ambala Haryana- 134003 Hereby 

Undertake That I, Kartik Thakur 

Want To Change My Name To 

Prianna Thakur And G ender As 

Female. I, Kartik Thakur 

Henceforth Be Known As Prianna 

Thakur D/O Rajender Thakur. 

I, Farjana W/o Irshad Ali R/o 

H. No. 112-A, Mall Colony Kaimri 

Road Near Kaimri Fatak H isar, 

Haryana, India declare that I have 

changed my name from Farzana 

to Farjana for all future purpose. I 

may be called with my said new 

name Farjana.  

I, Keshav s/o Sh. Bhoop 

Kumar r/o VPO Aboob Shahar, 

Tehsil Dabwali, Distt. Sirsa 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Keshav to Keshav 

Suthar.  

Continuity Pg. No. 04 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE

BEDAKHLI NOTICE
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With Himachal Chief
Minister Sukhvinder

Singh Sukhu on Tuesday assur-
ing the Assembly that his gov-
ernment was ready to discuss
all issues raised by the BJP
including the financial position
under rule 67 (adjournment
motion), the deadlock between
the ruling Congress and oppo-
sition BJP in the assembly
ended.

Urging the opposition to
cooperate in the smooth con-
duct of proceedings, Sukhu
said the house functions under
rules and the speaker gave suf-
ficient time to it, adding had
the opposition raised its issues
in a right manner, the impasse
would have been avoided.

As soon as the house
assembled, Leader of the oppo-
sition Jai Ram Thakur raised
the issue of deadlock through
point of order and said the sit-
uation was turning serious and

on Monday, an adjournment
motion to discuss the financial
position was not allowed and
the opposition also wanted to
raise the issue of non-pay-
ment of salary and pension to
employees. There was no per-
sonal resentment against the
speaker but opposition mem-
bers were hurt by some words
used by him during the by-elec-
tions and wanted clarification
and gave the no-confidence
motion against the speaker in
that background, he added.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Harshwardhan
Chauhan also said that he
wants the house to run
smoothly and it was the longest
monsoon session, adding that
on Monday, Thakur did not
refer to adjournment motion
and Vipin Parmar spoke about
the speaker. He also refuted
Thakur's charge that the speak-
er was not giving priority to the
agenda of the opposition and
pointed out that out of 10
issues raised under rule 61, 62
and 63, eight pertained to BJP
members.

Randhir Sharma (BJP) said
the parliamentary affairs min-
ister was trying to mislead the
house and added that he tried
to raise issue under Rule 67
thrice on Monday but no per-
mission was given. Revenue
Minister Jagat Singh Negi said
the opposition was not serious
about raising issues under Rule
67 and said sometimes mem-

bers fail to exercise restraint on
words but the opposition
should not be upset.

Vipin Singh Parmar (BJP)
said the main issue was hurt-
ing the sentiments of BJP leg-
islators and in case discussion
was allowed on Monday, the
matter would have ended. He
also accused the government of
misleading the people about
the financial crisis.

Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri said every-
one knows about the nature of
the speaker and the BJP was
not clear whether its fight was
against the speaker or the gov-
ernment. Satpal Singh Satti
(BJP) said that there were some
members in the treasurary
benches who didn't want the
house to run smoothly.

Speaker Kuldeep Singh
Pathania said his conduct has
been completely impartial dur-
ing the past six sessions of the
assembly and he has given
enough time to the opposition,
especially to the leader of the
opposition as the role of oppo-
sition was very important in
democracy.  He said that polit-
ical leaders use words for polit-
ical gains during elections and
he might have also used some
words in the assembly by-elec-
tions to raise the morale of party
workers and if opposition wants,
he was prepared to clarify his
words at a press conference.

He said that a no-confi-
dence motion against him was

rejected as it was not in accor-
dance with rules. The notice
has to be entered in this list of
business which was not done
and moreover 14 days notice
has to be given and the session
concludes on September 9. 

On Monday, the BJP had
given notice of no-confidence
motion against Pathania citing
his behaviour "inside and out-
side" the assembly as the cause
to the Secretary of state assem-
bly and later submitted a mem-
orandum to the governor.
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The Medical Device Park
being set up on 265 acres in
Solan district would create
10,000 direct and indirect jobs,
Himachal Pradesh Industries
Minister Harshwardhan
Chauhan told the state assem-
bly on Tuesday.  The upcoming
park in Manjholi village pan-
chayat under Nalagarh assem-
bly constituency would provide
direct and indirect employment
to 10,000 persons, Chauhan
said in response to a question.

The minister said that the
state government will bear the
entire expenditure on the pro-
ject which is expected to be
completed by December 31,
2025.  No technical sanction
was pending and there is pos-
sibility of setting up 65 indus-
trial units under the project, he
added.
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As political parties gear up to
finalise candidates for 90

Assembly Constituencies in
Haryana, aspiring leaders have
started campaigning to muster
support within the ranks.
During election season, it is
common to see leaders quitting
one party to join the other.
With both the main parties -
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and Congress yet to name their
candidates, senior leaders fear
turncoats may ruin their
chances of getting the nomi-
nation. In fact, the entry of the
turncoats seems to have
delayed the first list of candi-
dates of both parties, which
have already held multiple
meetings to finalise ticket allo-
cation.

The nomination process
for the upcoming Haryana
Assembly elections will begin
from September 5, with candi-
dates allowed to submit their
nomination papers until
September 12. According to
sources, both the parties BJP
and Congress are likely to
announce their first list of can-
didates by Wednesday, a day
before the start of nomination.

Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD), which has forged an
alliance with Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), has announced its
first list of candidates on seven
seats recently. Senior Jannayak
Janata Party (JJP) leader
Dushyant Chautala said that he
will file his nomination from
Uchana Assembly
Constituency on September 5
(first day of the nomination).
JJP leadership is working on
shortlisting candidates and will
soon be released, he added.

Moreover, many leaders of
JJP have recently joined the BJP
in the hope of getting a ticket.
A BJP ticket aspirant said that
he feared that the entry of “out-
siders” on the eve of the polls
would adversely affect the

chances of senior party leaders
who had worked hard for
decades to strengthen the party.

A BJP leader said, “Our
karyakartas are always election-
ready, motivated by a clear
purpose and commitment to
the party’s principles. For every
BJP Karyakarta, the candidate
is always decided—there is no
ambiguity. The focus is always
on making the Lotus win, as it
symbolises the collective effort
and unwavering commitment
of the BJP family to serve the
people.

Talking to reporters, BJP
Haryana State president Mohan
Lal Badoli made it clear that the
party’s focus is on merit and
input from grassroots workers.
“This approach
underscores the
BJP’s commit-
ment to recog-
nising hard
work and dedication, rather
than favouring candidates
based on family legacy. Our
party firmly believes that those
who have earned the respect
and trust of grassroots workers
are best positioned to represent
the people and drive mean-
ingful change,” Badoli added.

Badoli further said that
there is a long list of candidates
and the process to shortlist can-
didates for Assembly elections
in the State is taking time as
suggestions from every level of
the party are being taken, after
which the central leadership
will take a final decision.

Sources in Congress said
that the party will prioritise
candidates with strong com-
munity ties and a proven
record of serving the public.
The aim is to choose leaders
committed to the welfare of the
people, able to address complex
constituency challenges.

Kewal Dhingra, a senior
Congress leader explained the
party’s layered approach: “It
includes inviting applications,
shortlisting them based on

interviews, feedback from lead-
ers, and surveys, which are later
screened by the Screening
Committee and further nar-
rowed down to be put before
the Central Election
Committee (CEC), headed by
Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge. The CEC, which
includes senior leaders includ-
ing Rahul Gandhi, is current-
ly engaged in candidate selec-
tion for Haryana, Dhingra
added

Another Congress leader
said that the party’s emphasis
is on social engineering, with
a focus on new, fresh, and edu-
cated faces. “Youth and women
will also be a special focus in
this election, " he added.  He

f u r -
t h e r
s a i d
t h a t
t h e

criteria for candidate selection
are straightforward: “The tick-
et will be awarded to dedicat-
ed party workers who have
bravely faced the anti-people
policies of the BJP government
over the past 10 years and who
have strengthened the party at
every booth during the Lok
Sabha elections. The party has
also conducted internal surveys
and the names of those who
have proven their commit-
ment will be given priority. “As
for the new leaders who have
recently joined the party, the
Congress will be cautious in
considering their candidacy,” he
added.

Talking to reporters,
AICC's Haryana in-charge
Depak Babaria said that a final
list would be released togeth-
er by Wednesday. The specu-
lation surrounding Vinesh
Phogat would also be laid to
rest soon. A list of 49 names
was presented by the State's
screening committee, out of
which 34 have been approved
and 15 are pending,"

Babaria further said,

"Names of 22 (sitting) MLAs
have also been cleared and
hopefully the final list will be
announced on Wednesday. The
criteria for candidatures was
based on the winnability of
leaders whose names came up
in surveys and who had not lost
elections more than two times.”

An Aam Aadmi Party
leader said that clean image,
alignment with party ideology
and “winnability” to be the key
factors for the party in select-
ing the party candidates for
Haryana polls.

Political Observer opines
that the rebellion is not limit-
ed to any one party; all those
who are denied tickets in their
party are in rebellion. BJP and
Congress are navigating ticket
distribution to avoid a “huge
rebel problem".

He further said that in
politics, party loyalty is often
considered a fundamental prin-
ciple for elected officials.
However, there are instances
when political leaders choose
to switch parties, leaving their
original political affiliation
behind. Such occurrences,
commonly known as party-
switching or party-rebelling,
can have significant implica-
tions for both the leaders them-
selves and the voters who elect-
ed them. In recent years, there
have been notable examples of
political leaders switching par-
ties, rebelling against their own
party’s established norms and
ideologies. These instances can
happen at any level. The rea-
sons for party-switching can
vary, including differences in
policy positions, personal
beliefs, or dissatisfaction with
their current party’s leadership.
It is crucial for political parties
to address internal dissent and
ensure that their leaders feel
heard and valued. Failure to do
so can result in significant
losses for the party, both in
terms of leadership and voter
support, Observer added.
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AAP MLA from Kunwar
Vijay Pratap Singh’s sting-

ing critique of his own party’s
government has sent shock-
waves through the ruling party,
leaving the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Government in a tight
spot on Tuesday. A cop-turned-
legislator, representing
Amritsar North, has boldly
accused the city’s administra-
tive officials of blatantly ignor-
ing the directives of their own
Minister, suggesting a deep-
rooted inefficiency within the
local governance system.

During a discussion on
the state of basic civic services
in Amritsar, Kunwar Vijay
highlighted the dire condition
of essential amenities like
sewage management and water
supply. According to him, the
lack of attention to these crit-
ical services has left residents

frustrated and in a constant
state of distress. Despite repeat-
ed assurances from the Local
Bodies Minister Balkar Singh,
the situation has shown little to
no improvement.

Mincing no words, Kunwar
Vijay asserted that the system
is so flawed that even a junior
engineer wields more power
than the Chief Minister him-
self. He went on to lambast the
Municipal Commissioner,
accusing him of disregarding
the urgency of issues that
directly affect the daily lives of
the city’s residents. Kunwar
Vijay passionately argued that
the orders issued by the
Minister should be non-nego-
tiable and enforced with utmost
seriousness, pointing to the
rising inefficacy within the
administration.

The MLA’s frustration was
palpable as he called for the
establishment of a dedicated
agency in Amritsar, tasked

specifically with overseeing
civic matters and ensuring that
public grievances are addressed
in a timely manner. He point-
ed out that there is often con-
fusion about which agency is
responsible for which tasks,
further complicating the reso-
lution of issues.

Noting that the Amritsar
Municipal Corporation’s term
ended on January 23, 2023, he
argued that the administration
has been unable to handle the
city's growing challenges effec-
tively.

Kunwar Vijay’s critique
didn't stop at local officials; he
also hinted at a broader issue
within the AAP Government,
suggesting that the Ministers
themselves are not being taken
seriously by their departments.
He emphasized the need for
Ministers’ instructions to be
followed without question, to
ensure that governance remains
effective and responsive to the

needs of the people.
In response to Kunwar

Vijay’s remarks, Local Bodies
Minister Balkar Singh attempt-
ed to downplay the situation,
asserting that officials do
indeed follow the directives
given to them. However, he
assured that within two weeks,
he would visit Amritsar per-
sonally to address and resolve
the pressing issues that have
been raised.

Kunwar Vijay’s statements
have cast a harsh spotlight on
the internal workings of the
AAP Government in Punjab,
raising concerns about the
efficacy of its leadership and
the commitment of its officials
to serve the public. Notably,
Kunwar Vijay, who led the
probing team in 2015 sacrilege
and related firing incidents, is
already airing his grievances in
open against his own party
government’s inaction in the
matter.
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Faridabad: A class 12
student was allegedly chased
in a car and shot dead here on
August 23 by a group of five
suspected cow vigilantes who
claimed they mistook the boy
for a cattle smuggler, police
sources said on Tuesday.

All the five accused --
Saurabh,  Anil  Kaushik,
Varun, Krishna and Adesh --
were arrested on August 28
and remanded in police cus-
tody for two days,
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Aman Yadav said in
a statement released on
Tuesday.

During interrogation, the
accused claimed that on the
night of August 23, they had
received information that

some suspected cattle smug-
glers driving two SUVs were
doing recce in the city, accord-
ing to the sources. They mis-
took the victim, Ar yan
Mishra, and his friends,
Shanky and Harshit, for cattle
smugglers and followed their
car for about 30 kilometres
near the Gadhpuri toll on the
Delhi-Agra National Highway,
the sources said.

The accused told the
police that when they asked
the boy and his friends to stop
their car, the driver acceler-
ated, following which they
opened fire and Mishra was
killed on the spot near the
Gadhpuri toll in Palwal, they
said. All the accused have
been sent to judicial custody

after the police remand
expired, the SP said, adding
that the illegal weapon and
the car used in the crime have
been recovered.

A police officer said that
they are also investigating if
it was a case of old enmity.
The victim's father claimed
that one of the acquaintances
who had accompanied his
son was part of a conspiracy
to get him killed. The weapon
will be sent for forensic exam-
ination and the police are try-
ing to ascertain the veracity of
statements given by the
accused, the police statement
said, without mentioning if
they were cow vigilantes and
the reason behind the crime.
(Agencies)
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All India Congress
Committee (AICC) General

Secretary and Haryana in-
charge Deepak Babaria on
Tuesday said the party is in talks
with AAP for an alliance in
Haryana but nothing has been
finalised yet.

Earlier, AAP leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
welcomed reports claiming
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
has shown interest in the possi-
bility of an alliance with the
Arvind Kejriwal-led party in
poll-bound Haryana.

Gandhi, in a meeting of
Congress's Central Election
Committee (CEC) on Monday
apparently expressed interest
about the possibility of alliance
with AAP for assembly polls in

Haryana.  Asked about the pos-
sibility of an alliance with AAP,
Babaria said, "We are in talks
with the Aam Aadmi Party, but
nothing has been finalised yet.
As soon as something is
finalised, we will inform you."

Responding to another
question, Babaria said, "We have
to defeat the BJP and not allow
votes to be divided."  His
remarks came after a screening
committee meeting of the party
ahead of the CEC meeting.

On whether the Congress
will field Vinesh Phogat in the
upcoming Haryana elections,
Babaria said, "You will get clar-
ity soon."  The Congress's CEC
had met here on Monday and
finalised the names of 34 can-
didates for the assembly polls in
Haryana. It is understood that
most of the sitting MLAs will get
a ticket to contest the Polls.
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The issue of “jailed” gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi’s contro-

versial jail interview took center
stage in the Punjab Vidhan Sabha
on Tuesday as the Leader of
Opposition and senior Congress

leader Partap Singh Bajwa
demanded a thorough investi-
gation into the matter. Bajwa
called for the formation of a com-
mittee similar to a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC)
to probe the involvement of
police officers in facilitating the
interview, which has raised seri-
ous questions about the integri-
ty of the state’s police force.

Raising the matter during the
zero-hour on the second day of
the monsoon session, Bajwa
expressed deep concern over
the impact this case has on
Punjab’s reputation. He high-
lighted the gravity of the situation
by recalling the notorious
involvement of the Bishnoi gang
in the murder of popular Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewala. “The
case has not only tarnished the
state’s image but has also shaken
public confidence in the admin-
istration’s ability to ensure justice,”
he added.

Bajwa highlighted that the
infamous Bishnoi gang continues
to wield influence, with recent
reports of shootings targeting
singers even abroad. The con-
troversy reached new heights
when a national television chan-
nel aired a one-hour interview
with Bishnoi, allegedly conduct-
ed from inside a Punjab jail. This
broadcast has sparked outrage
and demands for accountability,
as it suggested possible collusion
between police officials and the
gangster.

He pointed out that when
the interview first surfaced, the
State Government initially denied
that it was conducted in Punjab.
However, a report submitted to
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court by the state’s Special DGP

Prabodh Kumar, who was head-
ing a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) on the matter, revealed oth-
erwise. The report, submitted in
a sealed envelope, indicated that
one of the interviews took place
at the CIA police station in
Kharar, where an SP-level officer
allegedly facilitated the inter-
view using his mobile phone.

Bajwa urged the Vidhan
Sabha Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan to take the matter seri-
ously. “You have previously
sought a report from the state
police chief regarding an
Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI)
accused of taking bribes from a
gangster. But the issue of
Bishnoi’s jail interview is far
more serious and demands a
thorough investigation,” he said.

“The responsibility for this
gross misconduct must be fixed,
and those involved should face
the full force of the law,” Bajwa
asserted. He further suggested
that Special DGP Prabodh
Kumar, who uncovered the
involvement of police officials in
facilitating the interview, should
be tasked with leading the inves-
tigation. “This is a matter that
goes beyond individual miscon-
duct; it speaks to the very cred-
ibility of our law enforcement and
judicial processes,” Bajwa added.

Taking a direct swipe at
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, who also holds the Home
portfolio, Bajwa accused him of
failing to take effective action
against those responsible. “The
Chief Minister has not only been
ineffective in addressing this
issue but has also misled the pub-
lic about the details of the case,
including regarding the inter-
view’s location,” Bajwa alleged.
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Chandigarh: Gokul Setia, grandson of five-time MLA and
veteran leader Lacchman Dass Arora, joined the Congress party
in the presence of former Chief Minister and Congress leg-
islative party leader Bhupinder Singh Hooda, party affairs in-
charge of Haryana Deepak Babaria, Haryana Congress pres-
ident Udai Bhan and screening committee’s chairman Ajay
Maken on Tuesday. Considered to be a strong contender against
Haryana Lokhit Party’s Gopal Kanda in the Sirsa assembly con-
stituency, Setia had contested as an Independent candidate in
the 2019 Assembly polls. Although he had lost to Kanda, the
margin was as low as 602 votes.

Haryana
Assembly Election
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Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
Tuesday unanimously

passed ‘The Punjab Apartment
and Property Regulation
(Amendment) Bill, 2024’ — a
landmark piece of legislation
designed to overhaul property
registration procedures and
curb the proliferation of illegal
colonies. The new Bill removes
the requirement for a ‘No
Objection Certificate’ (NOC)
for registering land deeds, pro-
viding significant relief to prop-
erty owners and streamlining
the process for those with plots
up to 500 square yards. The bill
aimed at addressing the long-
standing issues associated with
unauthorized developments
and offer a more straightfor-
ward approach for legalizing
property ownership.

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, tabling the Bill in the
House on the second day of the
monsoon session, emphasized
its importance for ordinary
citizens. Mann highlighted that
the amendment would simpli-
fy the registration process for
many landowners who previ-
ously struggled with the
bureaucratic hurdles imposed
by NOC requirements.

Explaining further, he said
that the Bill would allow prop-
erty owners with agreements or
power of attorney documents
dated up to July 31, 2024, to
register their land without
needing a NOC. This change is
intended to reduce the com-
plications associated with prop-
erty registration and discourage

the creation of new illegal
colonies.

“This bill represents a his-
toric shift towards better gov-
ernance in property manage-
ment,” said Mann, while high-
lighting the new provisions
that mandate severe penalties
for unauthorized colonizers,
including imprisonment of up
to 10 years and fines ranging
from Rs 25 lakhs to Rs five
crores.

Mann also used the oppor-
tunity to launch a verbal assault
on the opposition leaders,
accusing them of failing to
address the issue of illegal
colonies in their tenures. He
claimed that previous govern-
ments had repeatedly regular-
ized unauthorized colonies
despite promising not to, thus
perpetuating the problem.

The legislation is seen as a
direct response to the rampant
illegal colonization under pre-
vious administrations. Mann,
positioning himself as a sea-
soned leader, argued that unlike
his predecessors, his govern-

ment is committed to genuine
reform. He sharply rebuked
previous leaders, asserting that
they failed to curb the prolif-
eration of unauthorized
colonies, thereby exploiting
and misleading the public.
“Apologies may be offered for
mistakes, but sins are unfor-
givable,” Mann declared, criti-
cizing those who have sought
to deflect blame for past fail-
ures.

Mann positioned himself
as a corrective force, arguing
that his administration’s deci-
sion was a necessary step to
rectify past mistakes. He patted
his own back for introducing a
novel measure involving
colour-coded stamp papers,
designed to help investors
secure necessary permissions
and ensure that land is used for
its intended purpose.

Opposition responses to
the bill were varied. SAD MLA
from Dakha Manpreet Singh
Ayali offered a nuanced critique
of the amendment. While
acknowledging that the Bill

could be beneficial, Ayali
expressed concerns about the
clarity of certain provisions
and the overall implementa-
tion. He urged that the Bill
address historical issues relat-
ed to illegal colonies more
explicitly and ensure that sim-
ilar problems do not arise in the
future. Ayali’s remarks high-
lighted the need for trans-
parency and effective policy
measures to tackle the root
causes of unauthorized devel-
opment.

Mohinder Bhagat, AAP
MLA from Jalandhar West,
supported the bill, describing it
as a significant step forward for
Punjab. He praised the bill for
its potential to eliminate the
cumbersome NOC require-
ment and prevent the creation
of new illegal colonies. Bhagat
pointed out that similar regu-
lations in the neighbouring
states had not been as effective,
making the Punjab amend-
ment a noteworthy advance-
ment. He also stressed the
importance of the bill in pro-
tecting citizens from the issues
associated with unauthorized
property developments.

However, Independent
MLA Rana Inder Pratap Singh
raised concerns about the
financial implications of the
bill. He questioned who would
bear the costs associated with
developing the newly regular-
ized colonies and suggested
that the responsibility should
lie with the developers rather
than local councils, which are
already facing financial con-
straints.
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The House earlier passed
‘The East War Awards
(Amendment) Bill, 2024’.
Presenting the Bill, Defence
Services Welfare Minister
Chetan Singh Jouramajra said
that the Punjab Government
has decided to amend the 1948
Act to enhancing the financial
assistance from Rs 10,000 to Rs
20,000 per annum. The
Minister pointed that the
Punjab Government provides
War Jagir as financial assistance
to those parents whose only
child or two to three children
had served in the Indian Army
during the Second World War,
National Emergency 1962 and
1971 under ‘The East Punjab
War Awards Act 1948’.
“Presently, 83 beneficiaries are
availing benefits under this
policy…Punjab has announced
that financial assistance to
those parents whose only child
or two to three children had
served in the Indian Army
during the Second World War,
National Emergency 1962 and
1971 under ‘The East Punjab
War Awards Act 1948’ will be
increased from Rs 10,000 to Rs
20,000 per annum,” he added.
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Independent MLA Rana
Inder Pratap Singh highlight-
ed recent findings from IIT
Mandi, which revealed deteri-
orating water quality in Punjab.
A report from Pondicherry
University further corroborat-
ed this, indicating high levels of

heavy elements in the water
across Amritsar, Tarn Taran,
and Gurdaspur in the Majha
region. He emphasized the
need for an in-depth investi-
gation to determine the cause,
whether geological or other-
wise, and to assess its impact on
human health, livestock, and
crops.
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Congress leader Pratap
Bajwa raised concerns about
the farmers' protest in
Chandigarh, urging the for-
mation of a cross-party dele-
gation to engage with the farm-
ers and resolve their

issues. He also highlighted
an incident where farmer lead-
ers were denied boarding a
flight, suggesting it needed to
be addressed with the Central
Civil Aviation Minister. The
Speaker acknowledged the seri-
ousness of the matter.
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The Assembly discussed
challenges related to National
Highway projects, which have
led to water flow disruptions
and potential flood risks in
Punjab. Issues such as inade-
quate drainage systems and
lack of access roads for farm-
ers were highlighted. The need
for these concerns to be
addressed in meetings with
the National Highway
Authority of India was empha-
sized to prevent future flood-
ing and support farmers.
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I, Shailja Wadhwa  W/o  

Krishan Kumar, Vill Patti, Tehsil 

Nangal (Rupnagar) have changed 

my name from Shailja Wadhwa to 

Shailja after marriage.  

I,  Gurdip Ram  S/o Raju 

Ram, Vill Daroli Lower, Tehsil 

Nangal (Rupnagar) have changed 

my name from Gurdip Ram to  

Gurdeep Ram.  

I, Sriramya V is legally 

wedded wife of No 15690568F 

Hav Srinivasarao Vinnakota of Unit 

2 Corps Sig Regt (AREN), C/o 56 

APO have changed my name from 

Sriramya V to Vinnakota Sri 

Ramya 

I Service No. JC 304957P 

Rank Sub Sant Ram Prajapat Unit 

131 AD Regt C/o 56 APO.have 

changed my Daughter Name from 

Mamta To Mamta Kumari. 

I Service No. JC 304957P 

Rank Sub Sant Ram Prajapat Unit 

131 AD Regt C/o 56 APO.have 

changed my Daughter Name from 

Muskan To Muskan Kumari. 

I Service No. JC 304957P 

Rank Sub Sant Ram Prajapat Unit 

131 AD Regt C/o 56 APO.have 

changed my Wife Name from 

Mosmi To Mosmi Devi. 

I, Vaishali Bhain Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse No 16012440H 

Hav Patel Jignesh Kumar Nagin 

Bhai Unit Hq 2 Corps Camp (Def & 

Emp Coy) C/O 56 Apo R/O 4/75, 

Satkaival Temple Faliya, 

Dudhawada, Padra, Vadodara, 

Gujarat-391450 Have Changed 

My Name From Vaishali Bhain To 

Vaishali Ben Vide Affidavit Dated 

03-09-2024 Before Ambala Cantt 

I Santosh Devi M/o No. JC 

858272M Rank Nb Sub (DMT) 

Dinesh Kumar Presently Residing 

at Surakhpur Tappa Kosli (179), 

Rewari.have changed my Name 

from Santosh Devi To Santosh and 

changed my DOB from 01.07.1960 

To 01.01.1951. 

I Yudhistar F/o No. JC 

858272M Rank Nb Sub (DMT) 

Dinesh Kumar Presently Residing 

at Surakhpur Tappa Kosli (179), 

Rewari.have changed my Name 

from Yudhishter To Yudhistar and 

changed my DOB from 01.07.1958 

To 01.01.1949. 

I No. JC 334682F Rank Nb 

Sub Name Manoj Kumar S/o 

Mahendra Singh of Unit Garrison 

Engineer (AF) ,Ambala.have 

changed my Mother Name from 

Saroj Devi To Saroj Negi and 

changed her DOB from 

03.03.1965 To 01.01.1965. 

I No. JC 303632P Rank Sub 

(DVRMT) Bikarmaditya Yadav S/o 

Jokhu Yadav of Unit 146 LT AD 

Regt (SP) C/o 56 APO.have 

changed my Name from 

Bikarmaditya Yadav To Bikrama 

Ditya Yadav. 

I Ex Service No. 4456928H 

Rank Naik Kartar Singh S/o Late 

Sh. Sahib Singh R/o H. No. 3A, 

Bale ka Nagla, Village Tundla, 

Defence Colony, Post office 

Kalarheri Road, Ambala Cantt, 

Distt. Ambala.have changed my 

Wife (Bhupinder Kaur) DOB from 

09.10.1967 To 18.10.1957. 

I Deepa Rani W/o Dolat Ram 

R/o H. No. 65,Jaggi Colony, 

Kanwla, Distt. Ambala.have 

changed my Name from Deepa 

Rani To Deepa Sharma. 

I Sachin Saini S/o Pirthi Saini 

R/o Village Daulatpur, P.O Saran, 

Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna 

Nagar.have changed my daughter 

Name from Tejal To Tejal Saini. 

I, Madan Lal Verma S/o Sh. 

Jagdish Parshad, residence 

Adarsh nagar, Camp, Yamuna 

Nagar, Teshil Jagadhri Distt. 

Yamuna Nagar, I have change my 

name from Madan Lal to Madan 

Lal Verma All concerned note. 

I Mohd. Aslam S/o Babu 

Hayat resident of village and post 

Budia village Jagadhri district 

Yamuna Nagar state that my 

father's name is Babu Hayat, Babu 

Dayal and Baburam are written in 

the property ID, all three names 

are the same person, in future he 

should be known by the name of 

Babu Hayat only. 

I Leena Nidaria D/o Amar 

Singh R/o 10841/44, Gali Phool 

wali, Manak pura, Karol Bagh, 

Central Delhi 110005 declare that 

Leena Nidaria and Leena are one 

and the same person. 

I Neenu Saini W/o Ramesh 

Kumar R/o VPO Dhin, Tehsil 

Barara, Distt. Ambala. I have 

changed my Name from Neenu 

Devi To Neenu Saini.Concerned 

Note. 

I Disha Talwar W/o Ravinder 

Singh Sahni R/o 1207A, Near Bus 

Stand Saha (93), Ambala.have 

changed my Name from Disha 

Talwar To Disha Sahni vide 

affidavit dated 02/07/2024 before 

Ambala 

I Pukhrambam Pepe Devi 

Husband of Army No. 15796337W, 

NK(OPR),  Mutum Dhanajit Singh 

of Unit 513AD msl Regt (SP), C/O 

56 APO Resident of Patsoi Part 3, 

PO Langjing & PS Patsoi, Imphal 

West District, Manipur have 

changed my  name from Mutum 

Pepe Devi to Pukhrambam Pepe 

Devi. 

I Aakash Singh Karki S/o 

Service No. JC 345276F Rank Nb 

Sub Name Udhab Singh Karkee 

R/o Banbasa, Chandani, 

Champawat, Uttrakhand 262310. 

have changed my DOB from 

23.04.2009 To 22.04.2009. 

I, Smt. Mewa Devi Widow 

Army Number 14207022F Sigmn 

Kartar Singh Rathee, Resident 

900/24, Geeta Colony, Rohtak 

124001(Haryana). My name is 

recorded as Meva Devi Grevan in 

my husband's service record. 

Correct name is Meva Devi. 

Affidavit No. R0C2024115.  

I, Mamta Parmar Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of Army No. 

Jc391085L Rank Nb Sub, Name 

Ankesh Singh Parmar, Unit 15 Inf 

Div Sig Regt  R/O Gulabpuri, 

Badagaon, Gwalior, Madhya 

Pradesh - 474006, Have Changed 

My Name From Mamta Kumari To 

Mamta Parmar, Vide Affidavit No. 

In-Pb52647189901742w, Dated 

03-09-2024. Before Distt. Court, 

Amritsar. 

I, Mamta Parmar Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of Army No. 

Jc391085L Rank Nb Sub, Name 

Ankesh Singh Parmar, Unit - 15 Inf 

Div Sig Regt  R/O Gulabpuri, 

Badagaon, Gwalior, Madhya 

Pradesh - 474006, Have Changed 

My Date Of Birth From 05-03-1990 

Το 03-03-1990, Vide Affidavit No. 

In-Pb52647670356676w, Dated 

03-09-2024. Before Distt. Court, 

Amritsar. 

I, Rajeswari Onteru is real 

wife of No 15172262N Hav 

Chinabadaraiah Onteru resident of 

5-89, Hasanabad, China Dornala, 

Prakasam (A.P) have change my 

name from Rajeswari to Rajeswari 

Onteru. 

I, No 15214047M Hav B. 

Nandhagopal, resident at Surull 

Main Road, Kasthuribai Middle 

School Opposite, 

Kamayagoundanpatti, 

Uthamapalayam Taluk, Theni 

District, Tamil Nadu have change 

my son name from NA Amizhdhan 

to N.Amizhdhan 

I, Kamal Yadav is father of No 

15199093F Hav Sanjay Kumar r/o 

Orparta, PO- Gurio, PS – Barhi,  

Hazaribag, Jharkhand have 

change my name from Kamaldeo 

Yadav to Kamal Yadav. 

I, Seetho Devi legally spouse 

of No 14370961N, Rank: Naik, 

Name: Suba Singh (Retd) resident 

of VPO- Kaimla, Teh- Gharaunda, 

Distt-Karnal (Haryana)- 132114 

have changed my name from 

Seetho Devi to Sunita vide 

Affidavit/Self Declaration dated 28 

Aug 2024. 

I, Jasvinder Kaur W/o Sh. 

Ranjit Singh alias Ranjeet Singh 

R/o House no. 18-C, Arjun Nagar 

Karnal inform that Jasvinder Kaur 

and Jasmeet Kaur are two names 

of the same person. All Concerned 

Please Note. 

I, Nandika Lakshmi Wife of 

No. 14642305P Rank: Hav. Trade 

Auto Tech A. Veh Name: Tatamma 

Nandika Unit: 2CZW C/o 56:APO, 

R/o Nandika Peta, Near Water 

Tank, Savaravilli (Village, Post) 

Teh.: Bhogapuram, Distt.: 

Vizianagaram, Andhra Pradesh 

Pin- 535216 have changed my 

Name from Chilla Lakshmi Reddy 

to Nandika Lakshmi. 

I, Satinder Singh Urf 

Jaswinder Singh Urf Satwinder 

Singh s/o Shamsher Singh r/o 

Roungla, Tehsil & District Patiala 

am one & same person. 

I, Ritu Sah w/o No. 

14680261M Rank: Hav. Hemant 

Kumar Sah Unit: HQ 43 Armd Bde 

c/o 56 APO R/o Sainik colony, 

Dumardaga, Ranchi Jharkhand, 

835217 declare that in my 

husband's service record my name 

is mentioned as Ritu Devi but my 

correct name is Ritu Sah. 

I, Jastin Marak is legally 

Father  of Service No. 16114535W 

Rank: NK Name: Pradip Momin 

residing at Village Garogaon Post 

Mazbat, Taluk Orang, Distt. 

Udalguri (State) Assam Pin-

784507, have changed my name 

from Justin Marak to Jastin Marak. 

I Sandeep Kumar Son of 

Darshan Kumar Resident of House 

No D 10, Dodan Wala Mohalla 

Faridkot Declare That my Father 

name my 10th Class Certificate 

Darshan Kumar Deora is Wrongly 

mentioned. But Actual and Correct 

my Father name is Darshan Kumar. 

I, Priyanka Spouse of No. 

17004835L, NK/Auto Tech 'B' Veh, 

Bharat Singh, Unit of 806 FWC 

(607 EME BN) Resident of Village 

Kakhara PO Sunla Tehsil Tharali 

District Chamoli State Uttarakhand 

Pin 246481 have changed my 

name from Priyanka to Priyanka 

Negi Vide Affidavit No. IN-

PB52629526815195W Dated 03 

September 2024 before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Reena Rawat, Spouse of 

No. 14647584P, Hav Auto Teh 'B' 

Veh, Unit 806 FWC (607 EME BN) 

Resident of Village Khwjpur PO 

Peerudram Tehsil Ramanger 

District Nainital State Uttrakhand 

Pin 244746 have changed my 

name from Reena Rawat to Reena 

Vide Affidavit No. IN-PB 

52631392243824W Dated 03 

September 2024 before at Notary 

Ferozepur.  

I, Simerjit Kaur D/o JC-

127175 Sub Tarsem Singh R/o 

VPO. Baran, Distt. Jalandhar (PB) 

have changed my name from 

Samarjit Kaur to Simerjit Kaur. All 

please note. 

I, Sukhwinder Kaur W/o JC-

723445L Sub Devi Dass R/o H.No. 

75, Golden Colony Birring, 

Jalandhar have changed my name 

from Sukhwinder Devi to 

Sukhwinder Kaur. All please note. 

I, Harvinder Pal S/o Manjit 

Ram R/o Vill. Bajaj, PO. Buttran, 

Distt. Kapurthala, Punjab-144622 

have changed the name of my 

minor daughter Kaira aged 05 

years and she shall hereafter be 

known as Kaira Jassal. 

I, hitherto known as Narander 

Kaur W/o Mukhwinder Singh Gill 

R/o C-1001, Hamilton Mayfair 

Residency, 66 Feet Road, 

Kadianwali, Jalandhar, Punjab-

144020 have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Narinder Kaur Gill. 

I, Simran Kaur W/o Avtar 

Singh R/o H.No. 288, Ranjit 

Enclave, Nangal Karar Khan, 

Jalandhar have changed my name 

from Simran Kaur to Simranjeet 

Kaur.  

I, Mukesh Kumar son of 

Pawan Kumar, resident of Guru 

Nanak Colony, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra, have changed the 

name of my minor daughter Trisha 

to Trisha or surname  Khanna.  

I, Surbhi Mittal w/o Sh. 

Dinesh Bansal r/o H.No. 

B12/0387, Aggarsain Colony, Sirsa 

(Haryana) have changed my name 

from Surbhi Mittal to Surbhi 

Bansal.  

I, Pushpa Mahadevaswamy 

Spouse Of No.15721935m Loc Nk 

Mahadeva Swamy Resident Of 

Village- Hebbal, Post- Metagalli, 

Tehsil- Mysore, District- Mysore, 

State- Karnataka, Pin-570016, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Pushpa Mahadevaswamy To 

Pushpa Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb52723357200374w Dated 03 

Sep 2024 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I Jaswinder Singh S/O 

Dilbag Singh R/O Near Govt. 

School Vill. Khanpur Sub Tehsil 

Saha Distt. Ambala That I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Jaswinder Singh To Jasvinder 

Singh . Concerned Note 

I Gurdeep Singh S/O 

Manjeet Singh R/O H.No. 149 

Near Sardar Auto Store B.C. Bazar 

Ambala Cantt That I Have 

Changed My Name From Gurdeep 

Singh To Gurdeep Singh Sodhi. 

Concerned Note 

I Vijay Darshan S/O 

Parshotam Lal R/O 882/55 Baldev 

Nagar Ambala City Ambala That I 

Have Changed My Name From 

Vijay Darshan To Vijay Darshan 

Sharma . Concerned Note 

I Parshotam Lal S/O Badri 

Nath Sharma R/O 882/55 Baldev 

Nagar Ambala City Ambala That I 

Have Changed My Name From 

Parshotam Lal To Purshotam Lal 

Sharma . Concerned Note 

I, Suresh S/O Moji Ram R/O 

Village Lohchab Po Khunga Kothi 

Tehsil And District Jind Have 

Changed My Name From Suresh 

To Suresh Kumar. 

I, Ranbir S/O Saroop Singh 

R/O Village Rajpura Po Gulkani 

Tehsil And District Jind Have 

Changed My Name From Ranbir 

To Ranvir. 

I, Nirmala W/O Suresh 

Kumar R/O Village Lohchab Po 

Khunga Kothi Tehsil And District 

Jind Have Changed My Name 

From Nirmala To Nirmala Devi. 

I   Kamlesh  Devi  (Existing 

Name)  W/O No. Jc374533w  Ex 

Sub  Hari Ram  Vashist Son Of Lal 

Chand Resident  Of  Kirpal Nagar,  

Gali No. 4,  Rohtak, District Rohtak  

(Haryana) Have Changed My 

Name In My Husband's  Army  

Records/Discharge Book  From  

Kamlesh Devi  (Existing Name) To  

Kamlesh Vashist  (Proposed New 

Name)   As Per My   Aadhaar /Pan 

Card . In Future I  Shall May Be 

Known/Written And Called As 

Kamlesh Vashist  For All Work 

Purposes,  Vide  Affidavit Dated  

Sept  2024 Before  Executive 

Magistrate, Rohtak 

I, Arpana Devi Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of Army No-

18002322n Rank-Hav 

Name-Harendra Kumar Presently 

Posted At 70 Engr Regt C/O 56 

Apo Permanent Address: Vill: Gira, 

Post:Obra, P.S: Obra, Gira, 

Aurangabad, Bihar-824124 

Declare That I Have Changed My 

Name From Arpana Devi To 

Arpana Kumari. Vide Affidavit No-

54aa 645009, Dated:03/09/24 

I, Army No-15342322m 

Rank-Hav Name- Sangappa Kanti 

Presently Posted At Unit : 70 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Permanent 

Address: Vtc: Kendur,Po: 

Kutkankeri, Sub Distt:Badami, 

Distt: Bagalkot, State: Karnataka-

587201 Declare That I Have 

Changed My Daughter Name 

From Samruddi To Samruddi 

Sangappa Kanti. Vide Affidavit No-

54aa  645006, Dated: 03/09/24 

I, Renuka Is Legally Wedded 

Spouse Of Army No-15342322m 

Rank-Hav Name-Sangappa Kanti 

Presently Posted At Unit: 70 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Permanent 

Address: Vtc: Kendur, Po: 

Kutkankeri, Sub Distt:Badami, 

Distt: Bagalkot, State: Karnataka-

587201 Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From Renuka 

To Renuka Sangappa Kanti. Vide 

Affidavit No-54aa 645007, Dated: 

03/09/24 

I, Army No-15342322m 

Rank-Hav Name-Sangappa Kanti 

Presently Posted At Unit: 70 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Permanent 

Address: Vtc: Kendur, Po: 

Kutkankeri, Sub Distt:Badami, 

Distt: Bagalkot, State: Karnataka-

587201 Declare That I Have 

Changed My Daughter Name 

From Sannidi  To Sannidi 

Sangappa Kanti. Vide Affidavit No-

54aa 645005, Dated: 03/09/24 

I, Smt Vidhotma Devi  Is 

Mother Of No-Jc342432p Rank-

Sub Name- Sanjeev Kumar 

Presently Posted At 57 Engr Regt 

C/O 56 Apo Permanent Address: 

Sahyogi Nagar, Post: Marar, 

Sewta, Ramgarh, Jharkhand- 

829117 Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From Smt 

Vidhotma Devi To Bidothma Devi. 

Vide Affidavit No-54aa 645008, 

Dated- 03/09/24 

I Mohd. Riaj S/O Mohd. Elias 

R/O House No 5290 Moloya 

Colony Chandigarh Have 

Changed My Name From Riaz 

Mohd. To Mohd. Riaj. 

I Kuldeep Kumar Sharma 

S/O Yashpal Sharma R/O Vpo. 

Bhagta Bhai, Near Aggarwal 

Dharmshala Distt. Bathinda Have 

Changed My Name To Kuldeep 

Kumar. 

I Harpardeep Kaur Sharma 

W/O Kuldeep Kumar R/O Vpo. 

Bhagta Bhai, Near Aggarwal 

Dharmshala Distt. Bathinda Have 

Changed My Name To 

Harpardeep Kaur. 

I, Jasdeep Kaur Sidhu W/O 

Sukhwinder Singh Dhillon, R/O 

Vpo. Chimna, Tehsil Jagraon, 

Distt. Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Jasdeep Kaur Dhillon. 

I Ranvir Singh S/O Dildar 

Singh R/O Vill. Dalewal P.O. Jahan 

Khelan, District Hoshiarpur Punjab 

Declare That My Given Name As 

Ranvir And My Surname As Singh. 

I Karan Dutt Joshi S/O 

Kuldeep Kumar Joshi R/O H.No.-

4/1029, Pooja Pasra, Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

From Karan Dutt To Karan Dutt 

Joshi. 

I Raman Kumar S/O Gian 

Singh R/O H.No.-109, Dr. 

Ambedkar Nagar, D.C. Road, 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab, Declare That 

My Given Name As Raman And 

My Surname As Kumar. 

I  Shubham S/O Ram Saroop 

Sharma R/O Village Narkar, P.O. 

Nara, Tehsil Barsar, District 

Hamirpur, HP Declare That I Am 

Known By Two Names Shubham 

& Shivam. 

I, Arun Malhotra S/o Gopal 

Krishan Malhotra, R/o House 

No.1411, Sector-117,  TDI  City, 

Mohali, have Changed my name to 

Arun Kumar Malhotra. 

I, Dharam Pal S/o Megh Raj 

R/o Dalora Mohalla, Lalru, Distt-

SAS Nagar Mohali, 

Punjab-140501 that I have to 

change my name Dharampal 

Rana to Dharam Pal for all 

purposes. 

I, Karamjeet Singh S/o Hari 

Singh R/o Vill: Lutkimajra Urf 

Jormjara Teh-Samana (Patiala) 

have changed my name to 

Karamjit Singh. 

I, Jagdeep Singh S/o Lal 

Singh R/o Vpo. Madheke (Moga) 

have changed my name to 

Jagdeep Singh Dhaliwal. 

I, Harjinder Kaur W/o 

Jagdeep Singh R/o Vpo. Madheke 

(Moga) have changed my name to 

Harjinder Kaur Dhaliwal. 

I Shubhangi Ashok Mane 

W/O Harjeet Singh Malhi H/No 

174 W/No 8 St. No 07 Near 

Stadium Krishna Colony Dasuya 

(Hoshiarpur) Have Changed My 

Name as Shubhangi Malhi. 

I Sarabjit Singh S/O Gurmail 

Singh Vill Kalsan (Ludhiana) Have 

Changed My  Name To Sarbjeet 

Singh. 

I, Sarbjit Kaur W/o 

Shinderpal Singh Buttar R/o Vill: 

Nathowal (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name to Sarbjit Kaur 

Buttar. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh S/o 

Bant Singh R/o Vill: Nathowal 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Sukhwinder Singh Buttar. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh S/o 

Bachan Singh R/o Vill: Dhurkot 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Sukhwinder Singh 

Dhurkot. 

I, Gurkirat Kaur Gir D/o 

Jagjeet Singh R/o Kamiana 

(Faridkot) have changed my name 

to Gurkirat Kaur. 

I, Gurkirat Kaur Gir D/o 

Jagjeet Singh R/o Kamiana 

(Faridkot) have changed my minor 

son name from Fatehdeep Singh 

Gir to Fatehdeep Singh. 

I Pradeep Kumar S/O Army 

No. JC-326491 Ex NB Sub 

Gulshan Kumar R/O VPO 

Sidhwan Bet Tehsil Jagraon 

District Ludhiana State Punjab 

Have Changed My Name From 

Pradeep Kumar To Pardeep 

Kumar. 

I, Jagdeep Singh Sahota S/o 

Avtar Singh R/o Kotkapura 

(Faridkot) have changed my name 

to Jagdeep Singh. 

I, Ramanjeet Kaur Sahota 

W/o Jagdeep Singh R/o 

Kotkapura (Faridkot) have 

changed my name to Ramanjeet 

Kaur. 

I, Sahib Singh Brar S/o 

Darshan Singh R/o Vpo. Ghania 

(Faridkot) have changed my name 

to Sahib Singh. 

I, No.16118370A, NK, Ajeet 

Kumar Yadav of Unit 22 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 APO Ferozepur Residing 

of Mirzapur, Gorakhpur, State 

Uttar Pradesh Pin-273016 have 

changed my Son Name in all 

documents From Master 

Ayushman Yadav to Ayushman 

Yadav Vide Affidavit Dated 03 

September 2024 before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, No.16118370A ,NK, Ajeet 

Kumar Yadav of Unit 22 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 APO Ferozepur Residing 

of Mirzapur, Gorakhpur, State 

Uttar Pradesh Pin-273016 have 

changed my Daughter Name in all 

documents From Amirtha Yadav to 

Amrita Yadav Vide Affidavit Dated 

03 September 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Radhika E is Wife of No. 

16120842K, Hav, Elumalai P of 

Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

Ferozepur Residing of 148, Kil 

Street, Narayanamangalam, 

Tiruvannamalai State Tamil Nadu 

Pin-606905 Declare That my 

Name Radhika Wrongly written in 

my Husband Army Service 

Records but my correct Name is 

Radhika E. 

I, Karpal Kaur alias Ranjit 

Kaur W/o Roop Singh R/o Vpo 

Santuwala Tehsil Zira, District 

Ferozepur Have Changed My 

Name To Ranjit Kaur. 

I Gurcharan Singh S/o 

Bachiter Singh R/o Vill-Sodhi 

Nagar, SherKhan Wala Teh and 

Distt Ferozepur have changed my 

name from Gurcharan Singh Johal 

to Gurcharan Singh. 

I Sarabhjeet Kaur W/o 

Gursewak Singh R/o Gatta 

Badshah District Ferozepur have 

Changed my name to Sarabjeet 

Kaur. 

I Parmjit Kaur W/o Suba 

Singh R/o Sidhu, Sidhu Mahalam 

District Ferozepur have Changed 

my name to Paramjit Kaur.  

I Satya Bhatt W/o Vikram 

Bhatt R/o H.No 18, Street No.27, 

Basti Tankan Wali,Ferozepur have 

changed my name as Satya Rani. 

I Karamjeet Kaur Sandhu 

W/o Swaran Singh R/o Village 

Roran Wala Po.Sohangarh Tehsil 

And District Sri Muktsar Sahib 

Have Changed My Name 

Karamjeet Kaur. 

I, Gursharn Singh S/o Jeet 

Singh R/o Vill Boor Wala Tehsil 

Jalalabad west Distt Fazilka have 

changed my name Gursharn Singh 

to Gursharan Singh. 

I Parminder Kaur Sandhu 

W/o Balraj Singh R/o Village 

Sayianwala District Ferozepur 

have Changed my name to 

Parminder Kaur. 

I Balraj Singh Sandhu S/o 

Jasvir Singh R/o Village 

Sayianwala District Ferozepur 

have Changed my name to Balraj 

Singh. 

I Parmjit Kaur D/o Darshan 

Singh W/o Gurpreet Singh Sandhu 

R/o Vpo Mana Singh Wala District 

Ferozepur have Changed my 

name to Parmjeet Kaur Sandhu. 

I hitherto known as Samsad 

S/o Habib R/o H.No. 581, Noorani 

Gali, Vishvkarma Mandir 786 

Chowk, Malerkotla, District 

Malerkotla-148023, Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Mohammad 

Shamshad. 

I, Kamaljeet Kaur Kharoud 

W/o Manpreet Singh R/o Village 

Baran, Tehsil and District Patiala 

have changed my name to 

Kamaljeet Kaur. 

I, Manpreet Singh Kharoud 

S/o Kuldeep Singh R/o Village 

Baran, Tehsil and District Patiala 

have changed my name to 

Manpreet Singh. 

I, Urmila Mittal alias Urmila 

Devi D/o Jodh Raj Mittal and W/o 

Lokesh Goyal R/o 2571 Sector 9-

11 Hisar, Hisar Haryana-125001 

have changed my name to Kavita 

Goyal. 

I Nivesh S/o Lokesh Goyal  

R/o 2571, Sector-9/11, Hisar, Hisar, 

Haryana- 125001, have changed 

my name to Nivesh Goyal. 

I Lajwanti W/o Ram Ji Lal R/o 

Saheed Udham Singh Colony, Vill. 

Dhamoli, Rajpura, Patiala have 

changed my name to Lajjo. 

I, Sandeep Singh S/O Nirmal 

Singh R/O Village Kot Budha, Po- 

Dehriwal, Distt- Gurdaspur, Punjab. 

Declare That My Given Name As 

Sandeep And My Surname As 

Singh. 

I, Ranu Devi Mother Of 

No.2988321a Ex Hav Kamal Singh 

Resident Of Village- And Po- 

Chaunta Tehsil And Distt- 

Gurdaspur, Punjab, That I Declare 

Changed My Name From Ranu 

Devi To Rano Devi And Date Of 

Birth From 01-07-1940 To 01-01-

1948 In Army Record. 

I, Smt Kiran Kaur W/O No. 

4458047h Ex Nk/Ts Avtar Singh 

R/O Village- Alawalpur, Po- 

Bhumbli Tehsil And Distt 

Gurdaspur State- Punjab. Have 

Changed My Name From Kiranjit 

Kaur To Kiran Kaur. 

I, Mr Sarvan Singh S/O Late 

No.3388063k Hav Harjinder Singh 

R/O Vpo- Bhagowal Tehsil Batala, 

Distt- Gurdaspur, State- Punjab. 

Have Changed My Name From 

Sarwan Singh To Sarvan Singh 

And Date Of Birth Is 10-09-1991 To 

10-09-1993. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME
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COURT NOTICE

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF Sh. 

Muneesh Arora Principal 

Judge, Family Court, Patiala

NEETU RANI 

Vs.

PARDEEP KUMAR 

CNR No.:PBPT01-004556-2023

Next Date:-18-09-2024

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

PARDEEP KUMAR:- RAVINDER 

SINGH R/O HOUSE NO.325/B, 

TRANSIT HOUSE KAJHERI, SEC 

36, CHANDIGARH 

In above tiled case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that 

defendant (s) /respondent (s) 

should appear in person or 

through counsel on 18-09-2024 at 

10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Patiala

Principal Judge,

Family Court, Patiala 

Dated, this day of 09-07-2024 

H I M ACHAL PRADESH JAL SAHKTI VIBHAG

H I M ACHAL PRADESH JAL SHAKTI DEPA RT M E N T
O/o Executive Engineer,JSV Division Arki District-Solan,

H.P.-173208 Phone: - 01796-220774 
E-mail: - ipharki@gmail.comwebsite: - www.hpiph.org



The mushrooming of
predatory journals, fake
research publications,

and manipulated citations
compromises the integrity of
academic research. In the lat-
est NIRF 2024 rankings, seri-
ous concerns were raised
regarding the dropping rank-
ing of many prestigious
national institutions. Many
mediocre institutions climbed
to a higher level than institu-
tions of national repute.
Though the purpose of
accreditations and rankings is
to improve the quality of
each institution through a
competitive spirit, one major
point of concern is that many
institutions climbed the lad-
der through a single parame-
ter, the publication metrics. 
The over-emphasis on publi-
cation spoils our country's
academic and research envi-
ronment. 
Even people who don't know
how to write a paper proper-
ly publish one paper per
month. There was a time
when a researcher used to
publish one or two papers per
year. Even at the interna-
tional level, people have
expressed reservations about
citation metrics. In a recent
issue of Nature (published on

20th August), a team of
researchers led by Yasir Zaki
explicitly shows that a citation
black market is operating in
our society. The citation black
market is the unscrupulous
act of exchanging citations to
enhance research articles' per-
ceived influence unduly. The
citation black market func-
tions through the following
mechanisms, 
1. Citation Cartels: Citation
cartels are groups of
researchers who agree to
quote each other's work a lot,
even if it has nothing to do
with the current topic. These
cartels can change citation
metrics in a big way, giving
the wrong impression of how
important and influential the
study is.
2. Paid Citations: Citations
may sometimes be available
for purchase by researchers or
publications. This phenome-
non is especially widespread

in predatory publications,
which frequently give prima-
cy to financial gain above aca-
demic honesty. 
To enhance their citation
counts, researchers may com-
pensate these journals to
incorporate their work into
other publications, therefore
artificially inflating their cita-
tion metrics. The study pub-
lished in the journal Nature
found that the companies
were charging $300 for 50
citations and & 500 for 100
citations.
3. Coercive Citation: Journal
editors or reviewers can also
manipulate citations by push-
ing writers to include certain
papers, usually their own, to
boost the number of citations
for specific journals or arti-
cles. This can make the peer
review process less reliable
and tilt the research towards
certain people or groups.
Many people have been prac-
tising this to boost their sci-
entometrics level. The intense
pressure on academics to
publish frequently and in
high-impact journals drives
this booming citation black
market. 
The obsession with the
impact factor as a factor of
academic or scientific excel-

lence has incentivized citation
manipulation. 
The study showed that
Google Scholar (and
ResearchGate), is manipu-
latable. Despite the conspic-
uous vulnerabilities, these are
used to judge the quality of a
researcher. The ‘citation black
market’ has several detri-
mental effects on the scientif-
ic community and society.
The government should
reconsider its reliance on
citation-based metrics, such
as the impact factor, as the
primary indicators of research
quality. 
Alternative metrics, such as
article-level, open peer
reviews, and qualitative
research impact assessments,
should be explored and
adopted. Metrics evaluating
the social impact of
research—that of policy,
industry, or public under-
standing—should also be
considered. This strategy can
inspire effort in addressing
practical problems and
acknowledges the broader
benefits of research to society. 

(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National

Institute of Advanced
Studies; views are personal)
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the back seat.
A P Thiruvadi | Chennai
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Madam — The heavy rains have wreaked
havoc in both Telugu states. The way
Vijayawada has been inundated leaving
lakhs of people got vacated to safe places
and scores of people dead is unprecedent-
ed. The state governments have geared up
thier relief operations. 
The centre should come forward with all
its might to help out the states in thier
most trying times. The seasons in India
have been acting extreme with a regular-
ity. The hot summer with abnormal lev-
els of temperatures is now followed by
rainy season with heavy down pours.
There should be proper preparedness to
mitigate the fury of nature. Raising
green cover and decreasing carbon print
will help in long run. 

DVG Sankara Rao| Vizianagaram

��	�������	����������	���
Madam — While it may be true that the
CM of Assam has not done justice to his

constitutional post on numerous occa-
sions vis- a- vis the Muslims of the state,
his move to put a brake on the two-hour
break for Friday prayers in the state
Assembly can hardly be compared with
Hitler's treatment of the Jews. Hitler
wanted a total extermination of the Jews
and was unapologetic about targeting
millions of them. 
Has Sarma given a similar call to elim-
inate Muslims from the state of Assam?
All that he has done is to put an end to
a practice that allowed Muslims to avail
of a two-hour break as a matter of right,
in order to fulfil their religious obliga-
tions. 
Imagine the chaos that would ensue if
professionals of other denominations
were to press for similar breaks in the
course of their duties? Is there anything
that is more holy and sacred and pleas-
ing to one's Creator than the perfor-
mance of prescribed  duties? 

Avinash Godboley | Dewas

���������	��
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Madam —The Justice Hema Committee
report was only the tip of the iceberg
against the sexual harassment. What we
need is the solution and not confronta-
tion anymore to the ongoing unpalatable
issue. The time has changed and we are
in the midst of gender equality. The world
has become thickly competitive and
along with freedom comes the package
of jealousy, comparing with each other
and at the end taking the pressure of
enhancing the social status which is at
times caused by giving up their own per-
sonal liberty and rights. The ongoing sex-
ual harassment is not just there in one
particular industry.
It’s a rapid fire spreading across industries
and globally. Cinema industry is in the
eyes of the public because the glamour
attached to celebrities is coming to light
quickly. Today our culture has changed
and values eroded. The Hon’ble Supreme
Court permits living together and there
are couples united this way. Some rela-
tionship breaks lead to mental turmoil by
physical assault. The ratio of hate, love
changed overnight, ending up in a
divorce. All this is happening only
because of economic independence of the
once a weaker sex. There’s no more weak-
er sex as we can conclude and in many
places women are the stronger sex chal-
lenges men in many fields.
Where is the actual problem then? The
problem starts with the anticipation by
comparison to improve upon the social
status. Even the luxuries became needs
from wants under the current trend.
When the background to the issue is such,
how can we fix men alone as the reasons
for the harassment? It was surprising to
observe that a very senior artist after hav-
ing acted in more than 200 movies has
come out with her grievances that can't
be taken at face value. One thing is to be
noted that when someone is looking for
an opportunity they shouldn’t try it out
as a chance since the very word ‘Chance’
dilutes the talents and ends up in a com-
promise and thereby the merits is taking
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Buddhism by deploying
Chinese monks in Tibetan
monasteries was designed to
change the heart and soul of
Tibet. Soon militarisation and
infrastructure construction
began which has hurt the
environment. USD 5.8bn was
spent on the Sichuan to Tibet
railways system which is being
extended to borders with
India, Nepal and Bhutan. 
A new border law has led to
the building of 628 well-off
border villages close to or
encroached into neighbouring
countries. In 1965
Convenience Police Stations
were constructed as a key
security innovation: Big
Brother is Watching. By 2011
Tibet Autonomous Region
advertised for 2500 police
stations with 458 designated
for Lhasa alone. By 2016, this
grid-style social management
of Tibet had recruited thou-
sands of Han Chinese and
some Tibetan policemen.
A Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) political secretary has
always kept a hawk-eye vigil
over Tibet which is run by the
CCP from Beijing. Internal
policing has resulted in foster-
ing a feeling of ‘otherness’ by
the surveillance drive. There
are reports that attempts are
being made to recruit
Tibetans into the PLA includ-
ing some forcible intake. 
The day is not far when some
Nepalese might opt to join
PLA for other than the South
West Theatre Command in

Tibet. This will be the result
of the ill-conceived Agniveer
policy. The Chinese
Renaming Campaign has
resulted in what Forum for
Non-Violent Alternatives
(FNVA) has called ‘Thread of
Beads: an analysis of renam-
ing 62 locations in India’s
Arunachal Pradesh since
2017’. China claims that 90 per
cent of Zangnan (Arunachal
Pradesh) is illegally occupied
by India. Chief Minister
Assam, Himanta Biswa
Sarma, has suggested renam-
ing 62 locations in Tibet.
This is not likely to irk the
Chinese. The Chinese renam-
ing drive was done in four
phases in 2017, 2021, 2023
and 2024. 
It had been supplemented by
salami-slicing into Nepal and
Bhutan by building Xiakong
villages (well-off) in contest-
ed areas to strengthen their
claims to them. While Nepal
and Bhutan are pretending
this has not happened or
happening, India is building
some 600 vibrant villages for
which funds have been
released. Numerous
encroachments have taken
place in India also.The strate-
gic importance of Tibet for
India cannot be overstated. 
The root of the border prob-
lem and the Tibet issue is
India’s failure to comprehend
its significance in time and
act. In C Eastern Command,
Lt Gen Sir Francis Tucker had
foreseen in 1946 in a paper he

wrote that India must prevent
China from occupying Tibet
and be prepared to occupy it.
This did not happen for which
we are paying now. The pri-
ority for now is to coordinate
with Dalai Lama to articulate
his succession. The Dalai
Lama has been silent on it for
some time now but has spo-
ken and written about it in the
past. 
The Chinese are bound to
appoint their own Dalai Lama
as they appointed a Panchen
Lama (second to Dalai Lama)
Gyaltsen Norbu. This must be
preempted. The CTA is
preparing a new map of Tibet
with the help of cartograph-
ic experts from Princeton
University in the US. 
The issue of the map and
India announcing the con-
tours of its Tibet policy
including the border and full
disengagement of PLA from
its intrusions in east Ladakh
have to be coordinated with
CTA. A succession policy
should also be outlined. With
Tibetans migrating to the US
and soon the majority of
Tibetans residing there than
in India, the Tibet issue may
vanish leaving Delhi with no
potential leverage against
Beijing. 

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the

Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence

Staff; views are personal)
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ATibet festival started
on 3 September at
India International
Centre New Delhi
to celebrate its rich

Buddhist heritage, culture and
identity. The Sikyong (head) of
Central Tibet Administration,
Penpa Tshering, will preside
over various activities to high-
light Tibet’s geo-strategic, spiri-
tual and cultural importance for
India. 
His Holiness Dalai Lama at 89,
is in a New York hospital for
medical treatment but is consid-
ered in good health. US Special
Coordinator on Tibet, Uzra Jeya
met him which elicited “imme-
diate (solemn) protest from
China”. Foreign Affairs
spokesperson Mao Ning said:
“we don’t allow Dalai Lama to
engage in political activities in
the US”. Backchannel talks
between the Dalai Lama envoy
and China have been going on
for an undisclosed period though
Beijing does not confirm them.
Talks are being pushed by the US
House Resolution Resolve Tibet
Act July 2024 which calls for
restoration of its full
autonomy.India needs to add its
voice for Tibet’s autonomy both
internally and externally as part
of a broader coalition. India’s
recognition of full Chinese sov-
ereignty over Tibet was based on
Beijing granting and implement-
ing Tibet’s autonomy. Instead,
China has quashed Tibet’s auton-
omy and trade treaties opening
for India to take a more nuanced
position. 
Two issues require GoI’s prompt
attention: the Dalai Lama succes-
sion; and the border issue includ-
ing restoration of peace and
tranquillity and full disengage-
ment in east Ladakh. The visit of
a bipartisan US delegation of
lawmakers to Dharamsala and
Delhi and being received both by
Dalai Lama and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was significant.
China baiter Nancy Pelosi had
some unpleasant things to say
about President Xi Jinping that
drew Chinese ire. On the
ground, the sinicisation process
of Xijang (Tibet) started in the
mid-1960s. The time-tested
method of injecting 7.5 mn Han
Chinese into Tibet along with
neutralization of Tibetan
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In the absence of fresh data, govern-
ment agencies are still formulating
policies and allocating subsidies based

on the data accrued from the 2011
Census. The government estimated that
around 810 million people required
food assistance for 5 more years.
However, this estimate is based on the
2011 census. Economists pointed out that
more than 100 million deserving Indians
would not get the benefit of the 5-year

extension of free ration because of the
government's failure to conduct the
long-due population census. A govern-
ment cannot function without updating
necessary and detailed data on the pop-
ulation of the country every ten years. 
So, census and caste census should
immediately and simultaneously be
undertaken. A caste census will not add
to the cost of conducting a census. A caste
census can be done only by adding a
question or two to the questionnair for
the census.  Caste hatred and caste nepo-
tism are like fractures in our society. After
a suspected fracture, a doctor always takes
decisions after doing at least an X-ray. Any
action on caste reservation must similar-
ly be taken after collecting necessary data
by conducting a caste census. 

Sujit De | Kolkata
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Since the Modi
Government 1.0, India
has witnessed a series of

high-profile policy rollbacks
that highlight a critical issue
in governance: the need for
broader consultation and
consensus-building before
introducing significant
reforms. The latest example is
the rollback of the lateral
entry scheme, which sought
to bring professionals from
outside the traditional civil
services into government
roles. 
While the merits and demer-
its of such a policy can be
debated, the rapid reversal
following its announcement
points to a deeper, more sys-
temic issue—the lack of com-
prehensive stakeholder
engagement.This pattern is
not new. The government’s

attempts to implement
sweeping reforms have
repeatedly stumbled due to
insufficient consultation. The
Land Acquisition Bill, the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) paired with the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC), and the Farm Laws all
serve as prime examples. In
each case, the policies were
introduced with minimal
input from those most affect-
ed—be it farmers, minority

communities, or state govern-
ments. The predictable out-
come has been an intense
public backlash, forcing the
government to either
backpedal or face prolonged
unrest.The trend is concern-
ing. Policymaking in a diverse
democracy like India requires
not only a vision but also the
patience to engage with a
wide range of stakeholders. 
This includes not just the
obvious beneficiaries or those
directly affected but also civil
society, industry experts, and
regional representatives. The
lack of such engagement has
led to a growing distrust
between the government and
the public, where every new
announcement is met with
suspicion rather than opti-
mism. Moreover, the need for
broader consultation

becomes even more pressing
when considering the long-
term impact of these policies.
Short-term political gains or
expedient decision-making
may lead to swift policy
announcements, but the
absence of robust dialogue
with stakeholders can result
in policies that are unsustain-
able or unimplementable in
the long run.
Take, for instance, the recent
discussion in the media on
potential additional restric-
tions on Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in the
tobacco sector. While the
government may have had
reasons for this move, the
absence of dialogue with
stakeholders—particularly
tobacco farmers—has exacer-
bated concerns. 
Tobacco provides livelihood

to 36 million people includ-
ing 6 million farmers and 20
million farm labour engaged
in tobacco farming. Since
the huge scale of investment
of $4 trillion that the finance
minister pointed to at the
recent Voice of Global South
Summit, it is clear that the
FDI is the only way to protect
farmers. Similarly, both the
ill-conceived Tax Collection
at Source (TCS) on foreign
travel and now the introduc-
tion of the new Tax Clearance

Certificate requirement for
Indians travelling abroad are
poorly thought through and
have virtually no machinery
to provide certificates on an
emergency basis. 
The repeated lack of consen-
sus-building not only under-
mines the effectiveness of
policies but also erodes pub-
lic trust in governance. It
creates an environment where
even well-intentioned
reforms are viewed with scep-
ticism, and the potential ben-
efits are overshadowed by
the immediate backlash. This
is particularly damaging in a
country as diverse as India,
where the success of any pol-
icy hinges on its acceptance
across different regions, com-
munities, and economic stra-
ta. Furthermore, these repeat-
ed rollbacks damage India's

international reputation, as
global investors and partners
begin to view the country as
an uncertain policy environ-
ment. This uncertainty not
only affects domestic stake-
holders but also risks deter-
ring foreign investment,
which is crucial for driving
economic growth and devel-
opment in a rapidly globaliz-
ing world.
Moving forward, the gov-
ernment must adopt a more
inclusive approach to policy-
making. This means going
beyond the corridors of
power in New Delhi and
engaging with stakeholders at
the grassroots level. It means
recognizing that the voices of
citizens, small business own-
ers, and regional leaders, are
not just peripheral—they are
central to the success of any

reform. It also means being
open to feedback and willing
to make adjustments before
policies are finalized, rather
than being forced into a
retreat after the fact.India's
growth story is too important
to be derailed by avoidable
missteps in policy formula-
tion. 
By fostering a culture of con-
sultation and consensus, the
government can ensure that
its reforms not only achieve
their intended goals but also
enjoy the support and trust of
the people. The lesson from
recent rollbacks is clear: no
matter how well-conceived a
policy may be, it cannot suc-
ceed without the buy-in of
those it is meant to serve.
(The writer is a former con-

sultant to MyGov. Views
expresed are personal)
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or more to get a pension of 50%
of the average of the preceding
twelve months' salary before the
super annulation. The pension
amount will be inflation-adjust-
ed in dearness allowance twice a
year. It has also a provision for a
60% family pension, for all dis-
eased employees. The scheme
does not benefit those who served
for less than ten years. However,
a monthly pension of Rs 10,000
has been guaranteed for employ-
ees who retired after serving for
at least ten years. An additional
sweetener has also been brought
in the provision for the payment
of a lump sum amount linking it
with the duration of service in the
government. 
The scheme will come into effect
from 1st April 2025 and will
benefit 23 lakh employees of the
central Government if they opt
for it. Further, if all states also opt
for the scheme, 90 lakh employ-
ees will be benefitted in the coun-
try. The Maharashtra govern-
ment, where the Assembly elec-
tion is due shortly, has already
opted for the scheme. UPS is also
a contributory scheme like NPS,
where employees' contributions
remain unchanged at 10% and the
government matching contribu-
tion is increased from 14% to
18.5%. 
If the monthly salary of the
employee is Rs 50,000, the annu-
al increase in the corpus is 3%,
equivalent to a compound annu-
al growth of 8%. SBI, LIC and
UTI ate three managers of corpus
for employees’ pensions. SBI
offers 9.75% and LIC 9.56% inter-
est on the fund. Currently, in
NPS, government employee has
three options for investment and
95% of subscribers allow 65%
investment in government secu-
rities, 15% in equities and the
remaining 20% in corporate debt.

Since the corpus is not large
enough to earn 50% of the aver-
age of the last twelve months'
salary, the government’s matching
contribution has been increased
from 14% to 18.5%. Cabinet
Secretary TV Somanathan on
UPS said, “definitely fiscally more
prudent.” “It remains within the
same architecture of contributo-
ry funded scheme. 
This is the critical difference. The
OPS is unfunded, non-contribu-
tory scheme, this is funded, con-
tributory scheme. The only differ-
ence in the changes made is to
give an assurance and not leave
things to the vagaries of market
forces. 
But otherwise the structure of
UPS has best elements of both
(OPS and NPS)”,  he said.
Economists think that UPS  bal-
ances the fiscal cost and the aspi-
ration of the employee. The
increased cost of living will be
taken care of because the real
pension would not change as it is
indexed to inflation. In NPS, if
inflation goes up real pension
comes down. Nevertheless, the
scheme would put an extra bur-
den of Rs 6250 crores on the gov-
ernment in the first year. 
This has been done to satisfy 23
lakh beneficiaries, who are vocal
political constituencies and no
political party would easily ignore
their demand. It is expected that
most states would adopt UPS,
without bothering for additional
financial burden.
With the announcement of UPS,
opposition parties are stepping up
their demand for restoration of
OPS. Economists have been con-
sistently warning against the
restoration; it has the potential to
make the growth sluggish and
hamper the progress of the
nation. It also impacts the lives of
the poor. Economic Advisory

Council to the Prime Minister has
suggested that reverting to OPS
will be catastrophic for poor
populations and would crowd
out private investments in states
that revert to it. Reserve Bank of
India in January 2023 had flagged
concerns about the government
finances for states opting to revert
to OPS last year. 
RBI had already cautioned that
the move would lead to accumu-
lation of liabilities, which can
become a major risk in future.
RBI had also said that states
were expected to incur a 16% rise
in pension expenditure at Rs
4,63,436 Crores as against Rs
3,99, 813 crores in the previous
year. Pension outgo under NPS is
Rs 4 lakh crores, which would be
Rs 17 lakh crores if OPS is revert-
ed.  At present Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh and Punjab have
reverted to OPS. Since then BJP
has come back to power in
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh and
it is hoped that both governments
will continue with NPS and opt
for UPS with effect from 1st
April 2025. Punjab is governed by
AAP and their main agenda is to
remain in power and not to be
concerned about the state’s
finances. 
UPS itself is causing a financial
burden on the Central govern-
ment of Rs 6250 crores in the first
year. If all the states opt for it, the
total economic burden on central
and all state governments would
be of the order of Rs 25,000 crores
in the first year. Let there be no
politics and political parties be
conscious of maintaining fiscal
discipline. 

(The writer is a  
retired Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
-Head of Forest Force-

Karnataka;
views are personal)

The old pension scheme (OPS)
has been a big burden on the
union and states’ budget of the
country. In one of the econom-
ic reforms, it was shelved for

employees joining government services
in 2004 and later. The new scheme was
called the National Pension Scheme
(NPS), where the employee had to con-
tribute 10% of the salary during the entire
period of service. Initially, the govern-
ment too was to make a matching con-
tribution of 10%, which was later
increased to 14%. The corpus generated
for pension this way was invested in gov-
ernment securities, shares and corporate
bonds, which had daily net asset value
like mutual funds. At the time of retire-
ment, at least 40% of the corpus is to be
used for purchasing an annuity. The NPS
scheme does not guarantee a monthly
pension equivalent to 50% of the last
salary drawn. 
This led to resentment among the gov-
ernment employees and opposition par-
ties especially Congress saw an opportu-
nity to keep the BJP-led central govern-
ment in the dock. Among several free-
bies, Congress also promised in the
election manifesto to revert to OPS in
states they came to power. Montek Singh
Ahluwalia has gone on record to bring
home the point that the economy of the
country will be ruined if OPS is revived
for employees who joined service in and
after 2004. Many experts have also con-
curred with the views. Congress won the
Himachal Pradesh Assembly election on
the promise to revert to OPS but did not
implement it. Subsequently in the
Telangana election and also in the Lok
Sabha 2024 election, the revival of OPS
was not again brought up in the mani-
festo. 
BJP having disappointed with the Lok
Sabha results in Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh had to make
a tightrope walk and find a middle
ground between OPS and NPS. The
central government now proposes a
United Pension Scheme (UPS) for
employees whose service lasts for 25 years
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin visited Mongolia on

Tuesday with no sign that the
host country would bow to
calls to arrest him on an inter-
national warrant for alleged
war crimes stemming from the
Russian invasion of Ukraine.
The trip is Putin’s first to a
member country of the
International Criminal Court
since it issued the warrant
about 18 months ago. Ahead of
his visit, Ukraine called on
Mongolia to hand Putin over
to the court in The Hague, and
the European Union expressed
concern that Mongolia might
not execute the warrant.
A spokesperson for Putin said
last week that the Kremlin
wasn’t worried.
The warrant puts the
Mongolian government in a
difficult position. After
decades under communism
with close ties to the Soviet
Union, it transitioned to
democracy in the 1990s and
has built relations with the
United States, Japan and other
new partners. But it remains
economically dependent on
its two much larger and more
powerful neighbours, Russia
and China. Russia supplies
the landlocked country with
most of its fuel and a sizeable

amount of its electricity. The
ICC has accused Putin of being
responsible for the abductions
of children from Ukraine,
where the fighting has raged
for 2½ years. Member coun-
tries are required by the court’s
founding treaty, the Rome
Statute, to detain suspects if an

arrest warrant has been issued,
but Mongolia needs to main-
tain good relations with Russia
and the court lacks a mecha-
nism to enforce its warrants.
The Russian leader was wel-
comed in the main square in
Ulaanbaatar, the capital, by
an honour guard dressed in

vivid red and blue uniforms
styled on those of the person-
al guard of 13th century ruler
Genghis Khan, the founder of
the Mongol Empire.
He and Mongolian President
Khurelsukh Ukhnaa walked up
the red-carpeted steps of the
Government Palace and bowed

before a statue of Genghis
Khan before entering the
building for their meetings.
A small group of protesters
who tried to unfurl a
Ukrainian flag before the wel-
come ceremony were taken
away by police.
The two governments signed
agreements for a feasibility
study and the design of an
upgrade to a power plant in
Ulaanbaatar and to ensure the
continuous supply of aviation
fuel to Mongolia. Putin also
outlined plans to develop the
rail system between the two
countries. He invited the
Mongolian president to attend
a summit of the BRICS nations
— a group that includes Russia
and China among others — in
the Russian city of Kazan in
late October. Khurelsukh
accepted, according to Russian
state news agency RIA Novosti.
On Monday, the EU expressed
concern that the ICC warrant
might not be executed and said
it had shared its concern with
Mongolian authorities.
“Mongolia, like all other coun-
tries, has the right to develop
its international ties according
to its own interests,” European
Commission spokeswoman
Nabila Massrali said. But she
added, “Mongolia is a state
party to the Rome Statute of
the ICC since 2002, with the

legal obligations that it entails.”
More than 50 Russians outside
the country have signed an
open letter urging the govern-
ment of Mongolia to “immedi-
ately detain Vladimir Putin
upon his arrival”.
The signers include Vladimir
Kara-Murza, who was freed
from a Russian prison in
August in the biggest East-
West prisoner swap since the
Cold War. Dmitry Medvedev,
the deputy secretary of Russia’s
Security Council, denounced
the warrant against Putin as
“illegal” in an online statement
Tuesday and those who would
try to carry it out as “madmen”.
Putin, on his first visit to
Mongolia in five years, will join
a ceremony to mark the 85th
anniversary of a joint Soviet
and Mongolian victory over
Japan’s army that controlled
Manchuria in northeast China.
Thousands of soldiers on both
sides died in 1939 in months
of fighting over the border’s
location between Manchuria
and Mongolia. 
“I am very delighted about
Putin’s visit to Mongolia,” said
Yansanjav Demdendorj, a
retired economist, citing
Russia’s role against Japan. “If
we think of the ... battle, it’s
Russians who helped free
Mongolia.” Putin has made a
series of overseas trips in recent

months to try to counter the
international isolation he faces
over the invasion of Ukraine.
He visited China in May, made
a trip to North Korea and
Vietnam in June and went to
Kazhakstan in July for a meet-
ing of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization. But
Kenneth Roth, the former
longtime director of Human
Rights Watch, described Putin’s
trip to Mongolia as “a sign of
weakness”, posting on X that
the Russian leader “could man-
age a trip only to a country
with a tiny population of 3.4
million that lives in Russia’s
shadow”. Last year, Putin
joined a meeting in
Johannesburg by video link
after the South African govern-
ment lobbied against him
showing up for the BRICS
summit. 
South Africa, an ICC member,
was condemned by activists
and its main opposition party
in 2015 when it didn’t arrest
then-Sudanese President Omar
al-Bashir during a
visit.Enkhgerel Seded, who
studies at a university in
Moscow, said that historically,
countries with friendly rela-
tions don’t arrest heads-of-
state on official visits.“Our
country has obligations toward
the international communi-
ty,” she said.
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Beijing (PTI): At least 11 per-
sons were killed and 13 injured
when a bus rammed into a
crowd of students at the gate of
a middle school in east China’s
Shandong province on Tuesday,
police said.  A rental bus hired
for transporting students “lost
control” and crashed into pedes-
trians in Tai’an city around 7.30
a.m., the police said.Among 13
injured, at least one person
remains in critical condition
while others are stable, the police
said. The bus driver has been
detained and an investigation has
been initiated into the cause of
the accident, state-run Xinhua
news agency reported. It is not
clear if the incident is an accident
or an intentional attack on chil-
dren. Attacks on kindergarten
schools by “disgruntled ele-
ments” are common in China. In
June, a man launched an attack
at a school bus stop in Jiangsu
province, killing one person and
injuring two others. In March, a
man in Dezhou city of Shandong
province drove into a crowd out-
side a local junior school, killing
two pedestrians and severely
injuring six people. 
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An attempted jailbreak in
Congo’s main prison left

129 people dead, including some
who were shot and others who
died in a stampede at the over-
crowded facility, authorities said
Tuesday. Activists alleged the
death toll was higher but did not
provide a figure.

A provisional assessment
showed that 24 inmates were
fatally shot by “warning” shots
fired by guards as they tried to
escape from the Makala Central
Prison in the capital of Kinshasa
early on Monday, Congolese
Interior Minister Jacquemin
Shabani said on the social plat-
form X.
“There are also 59 injured peo-
ple taken into care by the govern-
ment, as well as some cases of
women raped,” he said, adding
that order has now been restored
at the prison, part of which was
burned in the attempted jailbreak.
He did not elaborate on the inci-
dents of rape. The prison holds
both male and female inmates.
It was not known if all 129 fatal-
ities were inmates. Also, it was-
n’t immediately clear how the
stampede occurred as details of
the jailbreak remained sparse.
Makala, Congo’s largest peniten-
tiary with a capacity for 1,500
people, holds over 12,000
inmates, most of whom are
awaiting trial, Amnesty
International said in its latest
country report.
The facility has recorded previ-
ous jailbreaks, including in 2017
when members of a religious sect
stormed the prison and freed
dozens of inmates.
Gunfire inside the prison start-
ed around midnight on Sunday
and lasted into Monday morning,
local residents in the area said.
“Shots were ringing out every-
where,” said Stephane Matondo,
who lives nearby, adding that mil-
itary vehicles arrived shortly
after and that the main road to
the prison was blocked.

Videos posted online show bod-
ies lying on the ground inside the
prison, many of them with visi-
ble injuries. Another video shows
inmates carrying bodies that
appeared to be lifeless onto a
vehicle.
There were no signs of forced

entry into the prison, which is
located in the city center, 5 kilo-
meters from the presidential
palace.
The attempted escape was plot-
ted from inside the prison by
inmates in one of the wings,
Mbemba Kabuya, the deputy jus-
tice minister, told the local Top
Congo FM radio.

In the hours following the
attack, officials visited the prison
as authorities convened a panel
to investigate the incident.
Congolese President Felix
Tshisekedi, who is in China on an
official visit, has not publicly
commented on the incident.

Calling for an independent
investigation, rights groups and
the opposition accused the gov-
ernment of using excessive force
and covering up the true death
toll. An earlier statement from a
senior government official on
Monday said that only two peo-
ple died.
Martin Fayulu, an opposition

leader, compared the death toll to
“summary executions” and said
it was an “unacceptable crime
that cannot go unpunished.”
Makala — among other prisons
in Congo — is so overcrowded
that inmates often starve to
death, activists say. Scores of pris-
oners have been released in
recent months as part of efforts
to reduce the number of
inmates.Justice Minister
Constant Mutamba called the
attempted jailbreak a “premedi-
tated act of sabotage” and
promised a “stern response.” His
deputy, Samuel Mbemba
Kabuya, blamed the country’s
magistrates and judges for the
overcrowding in prisons, saying
people are quickly jailed at the
early stage of their trials.
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Ankara (Turkiye) (AP):
Turkish police have arrested a
suspect believed to have been
transferring money to opera-
tives from Israel’s Mossad intel-
ligence agency in Turkiye, the
state-run news agency report-
ed on Tuesday.
The suspect, identified as
Liridon Rexhepi from Kosovo,
entered Turkiye on August 25,
and was detained last Friday
and formally arrested on
Tuesday, the Anadolu Agency
said. The report said he had
confessed during interroga-
tion that he conducted the
money transfers.
Since January, Turkish author-
ities have detained dozens of
people, among them private
investigators, on charges of
collecting data on individuals,
mostly Palestinians residing in
Turkiye, for the Israeli intelli-
gence.
Israel has not commented on

the arrests in Turkiye.
Since the start of the Israel-

Hamas war in Gaza, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has been one of the
strongest critics of Israel’s mil-
itary actions there and has
praised Palestinian Hamas mil-
itants as a liberation group.
In May, Turkiye halted all trade
with Israel and has also applied
to participate in a genocide case
against Israel at an internation-
al court. 
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Tel Aviv (AP): Israelis were
plunged into grief and anger
this weekend after the military
said six hostages were killed by
their captors in Gaza just as
troops were closing in on their
location.The rage sparked mas-
sive protests and a general
strike — the most intense
domestic pressure on Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu since the start of the
war nearly 11 months
ago.Many Israelis blame
Netanyahu for the mounting
number of dead hostages and
are calling for a cease-fire
agreement to free the remain-
ing roughly 100 captives —
even if that means ending the
conflict. Sunday’s demonstra-
tions were the largest show of
support for a hostage deal
since October 7, when Hamas-
led militants stormed into Israel
and kidnapped 250 people.
But Netanyahu has faced fierce
pressure to reach a cease-fire
agreement before, from key
governing partners to top secu-
rity officials and even Israel’s
most important international
ally, the US. Yet a deal to wind
down the war in Gaza remains

elusive.
Throughout the war, critics
have claimed Netanyahu has
put his political survival above
all else, including the fate of the
hostages. His rule relies on sup-
port from two ultranationalist
parties that were once at the
fringes of Israeli politics but

now hold key positions in gov-
ernment.
Headed by Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich and National
Security Minister Itamar Ben-
Gvir, they oppose any deal
that ends the war or sets free
Palestinian prisoners convict-
ed of killing Israelis.

They have vowed to topple the
government should Netanyahu
agree to a cease-fire — a step
that would trigger elections that
could remove Netanyahu from
office.“What he cares about is
his political survival,” said
Reuven Hazan, a political sci-
entist at Jerusalem’s Hebrew
University. “His political sur-
vival with Ben-Gvir and
Smotrich doesn’t allow him to
end the war and bring back the
hostages.” Netanyahu blames
Hamas for the lack of a deal. 
Looming over the prime min-
ister is also his ongoing trial on
corruption charges. If
Netanyahu is voted out of
power, he will lose his platform
to rail against the judicial sys-
tem, which he accuses of being
biased. He also wouldn’t be able
to move ahead with his govern-
ment’s planned changes to the
legal system that critics say
could affect the trial and help
him avoid a conviction.
Netanyahu says he has the
country’s best interests in mind
and insists that the military
operation in Gaza is the best
way to bring about the
hostages’ freedom. 
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Dubai (AP): An attack by
Yemen’s Houthi rebels targeted a
Panama-flagged oil tanker in the
Red Sea on Monday, authorities
said, as a nearby Saudi-flagged
tanker ship also allegedly came
under fire from the group.  The
attacks are believed to be the lat-
est in the Iranian-backed rebels’
campaign that has disrupted the
USD 1 trillion in goods that pass
through the Red Sea each year
over the Israel-Hamas war in the
Gaza Strip and has halted some
aid shipments to conflict-ravaged
Sudan and Yemen.
The new attacks on oil tankers
also come amid efforts to salvage
the still-burning Sounion oil
tanker earlier hit by the Houthis,
seeking to head off the potential
ecological disaster posed by its
cargo of 1 million barrels of
crude oil.
In Monday’s first assault, two bal-
listic missiles hit the oil tanker
Blue Lagoon I and a third explod-
ed near the ship, the multination
Joint Maritime Information
Centre overseen by the US Navy
said. “All crew on board are safe
(no injury reported),” the centre
said. “The vessel sustained min-
imal damage but does not require
assistance.”
Houthi military spokesman Brig.
Gen. Yahya Saree claimed respon-
sibility for the attack on the Blue
Lagoon I late Monday night.
The Blue Lagoon I is travelling
south through the Red Sea to an
unlisted destination. The vessel
was coming from Russia’s port of
Ust-Luga on the Baltic Sea and
had been broadcasting that it had
Russian-origin cargo on board.In
recent months, the Blue Lagoon
I travelled to India, which gets
more than 40 per cent of its oil
imports from Russia despite
Moscow’s ongoing war on
Ukraine and the international
sanctions it faces over it.The
Greek-based firm operating the
ship could not be reached. The
Joint Maritime Information
Centre said it assessed that the
ship “was targeted due to other
vessels within its company struc-
ture making recent port calls in
Israel”. 
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Afierce storm was blowing
out of the northern

Philippines Tuesday after leav-
ing at least 14 people dead in
landslides, floods and swollen
rivers, disaster-response officials
said. Tropical Storm Yagi swept
past Paoay town in Ilocos Norte
province into the South China
Sea with sustained winds of up
to 75 kilometers (47 miles) per
hour and gusts of up to 125 kph
(78 mph), according to the
weather bureau.
It was forecast to strengthen into
a typhoon as it barrels north-
westward over the sea toward
southern China.
Storm warnings remained in
most northern Philippine
provinces, where residents were
warned of the lingering danger

of landslides in rain-soaked
mountain villages and floodings
in the farming lowlands of

Luzon, the country’s most pop-
ulous region.
Locally called Enteng, Yagi

enhanced seasonal monsoon
rains and unleashed down-
pours across Luzon, including in
the densely populated capital
region, metropolitan Manila,
where classes and government
work remained suspended
Tuesday.
At least 14 people died in land-
slides, floods and swollen rivers
in northern and central
provinces, including in
Antipolo, a popular Roman
Catholic pilgrimage city and
tourism destination west of
Manila where at least three res-
idents, including a pregnant
woman, died in a hillside land-
slide that buried shanties and
four others drowned in creeks
and rivers, Antipolo’s disaster-
mitigation officer Enrilito
Bernardo Jr. told The Associated
Press by telephone.
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Washington (AP): When he first
emerged on social media, the user
known as Harlan claimed to be a New
Yorker and an Army veteran who sup-
ported Donald Trump for president.
Harlan said he was 29, and his profile
picture showed a smiling, handsome
young man. A few months later, Harlan
underwent a transformation. Now, he
claimed to be 31 and from Florida.
New research into Chinese disinforma-
tion networks targeting American vot-
ers shows Harlan’s claims were as ficti-
tious as his profile picture, which ana-
lysts think was created using artificial
intelligence.
As voters prepare to cast their ballots this
fall, China has been making its own
plans, cultivating networks of fake

social media users designed to mimic
Americans. Whoever or wherever he
really is, Harlan is a small part of a larg-
er effort by US adversaries to use social
media to influence and upend America’s
political debate.

The account was traced back to
Spamouflage, a Chinese disinformation
group, by analysts at Graphika, a New
York-based firm that tracks online net-
works. Known to online researchers for
several years, Spamouflage earned its
moniker through its habit of spreading
large amounts of seemingly unrelated
content alongside disinformation.
“One of the world’s largest covert online
influence operations — an operation run
by Chinese state actors — has become
more aggressive in its efforts to infiltrate

and to sway US political conversations
ahead of the election,” Jack Stubbs,
Graphika’s chief intelligence officer,
told The Associated Press.Intelligence
and national security officials have said
that Russia, China and Iran have all
mounted online influence operations
targeting US voters ahead of the
November election. Russia remains the
top threat, intelligence officials say,
even as Iran has become more aggres-
sive in recent months, covertly support-
ing US protests against the war in Gaza
and attempting to hack into the email
systems of the two presidential candi-
dates.
China, however, has taken a more cau-
tious, nuanced approach. Beijing sees lit-
tle advantage in supporting one presi-

dential candidate over the other, intel-
ligence analysts say. Instead, China’s dis-
information efforts focus on campaign
issues particularly important to Beijing
— such as American policy toward
Taiwan — while seeking to undermine
confidence in elections, voting and the
US in general. Officials have said it’s a
longer-term effort that will continue well
past Election Day as China and other
authoritarian nations try to use the inter-
net to erode support for democracy. A
message left with the Chinese Embassy
in Washington was not immediately
returned. Compared with armed con-
flict or economic sanctions, online
influence operations can be a low-cost,
low-risk means of flexing geopolitical
power. 
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Caracas (AP): A Venezuelan
judge on Monday issued an
arrest warrant for the opposi-
tion’s former presidential can-
didate Edmundo González as
part of a criminal investigation
into the results of a disputed
election.
The warrant was issued at the
request of authorities who
accuse González, a former
diplomat, of various crimes
including conspiracy, falsifying
documents and usurpation of
powers. The warrant comes
just over a month after election
officials declared President
Nicolás Maduro the winner of
an election that his opponents
say he lost.
Authorities sought the warrant
after González failed to appear
three times to answer ques-
tions from prosecutors in a
criminal investigation stem-
ming from the disputed elec-

tion results.
Ruling party-loyal electoral
authorities declared Maduro
the victor of the July 28 elec-
tion, hours after polls closed.
They did not show any detailed
results to back up their claim
as they had offered in previous
presidential elections. 
The lack of transparency has
drawn international condem-
nation against Maduro and
his allies.
The opposition, however, man-
aged to obtain more than 80%
of vote tally sheets, which are
printed by every electronic
voting machine, and said they
show Maduro lost by a wide
margin against González.
González was summoned to
the prosecutor’s office as
recently as Friday. Attorney
General Tarek William Saab
opened the investigation
against González after he and

opposition leader María
Corina Machado revealed
what they said were the results
shown in the tally sheets and
published them online.
Maduro’s ruling party and the
National Electoral Council
have refused to publish their
copies of tally sheets that the
electronic voting machines
printed after polls closed.
Instead, as international pres-
sure mounts to release a break-
down of results, Maduro asked
the country’s high court to
audit the electoral process.
The Supreme Tribunal of
Justice, stacked with Maduro
loyalists, concluded on Aug. 22
that the vote counts published
by the opposition were false
and certified Maduro’s victory.
González, 75, has not made
any public appearances since
the day after the election. His
campaign did not immediate-

ly respond to a request for
comment from The Associated
Press.
González has questioned the
prosecutors’ actions for lack of
due process guarantees and
accused Saab, a longtime
Maduro ally, of being a “polit-
ical accuser” who “condemns
in advance.” He rejected the
interview summons arguing,
among other issues, that they
did not specify the condition
under which he was expected
to appear.
“They have lost all sense of
reality,” Machado, referring to
Maduro’s government, wrote
on X after the attorney gener-
al’s office published the warrant
request on Instagram. “By
threatening the President Elect,
they only manage to unite us
more and increase the support
of Venezuelans and the world
for Edmundo González.”
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Two Russian ballistic mis-
siles struck an education-

al facility and nearby hospital
in a central-eastern region of
Ukraine, killing at least 41
people and wounding 180 oth-
ers, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Tuesday.
The strike occurred in the city

of Poltava, the capital of the
region of the same name, offi-
cials said. Poltava is located
about 110 kilometres (70
miles) from the border with
Russia and about 350 kilome-
tres (200 miles) southeast of
Kyiv.
The strike appeared to be one
of the deadliest carried out by
Russian forces since the war
began more than 900 days
ago on February 24, 2022.

“One of the buildings of the
Institute of Communications
was partially destroyed. People
found themselves under the
rubble. Many were saved,”
Zelenskyy said in a video post-
ed on his Telegram channel.
“All necessary services are
involved in the rescue opera-
tion,” he added. He said he had
ordered “a full and prompt
investigation” into what hap-
pened. Zelenskyy didn’t pro-
vide any further details.
The missiles hit shortly after
the air raid alert sounded,
when many people were on
their way to a bomb shelter,
Ukraine’s Defence Ministry
said, describing the strike as
“barbaric.”
Rescue crews and medics saved
25 people, 11 of them dug out
from the rubble, a Defence
Ministry statement said. 
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Pakistan’s veteran politician
and Balochistan National

Party-Mengal chief Sardar
Akhtar Mengal Tuesday
resigned from Parliament,
complaining that the restive
province has consistently been
marginalised and ignored by
the House. The 61-year-old
leader was elected as a member
of the National Assembly in the
February 8 general elections
from his native Khuzdar area.
His resignation - which awaits
acceptance - comes amid
heightened security tensions in
Balochistan after recent attacks
and increased protests over
the past months against
enforced disappearances.
Citing frustration over the lack
of interest in Balochistan’s
issues, Mengal announced his
resignation during a press
briefing outside the Parliament
House.
“Today, I had decided to speak
in the National Assembly about

Balochistan’s problems but
there is no interest in the
restive province’s matters,”
Mengal said.
He expressed deep concern
over the situation in his home
province, saying,
“Parliamentarians themselves
said that Balochistan is slipping
from our hands.”
“I say Balochistan has not just
slipped but it’s already gone.
Many lives have been lost in

Balochistan. Everyone should
have come together on this
issue,” he said.
Mengal also criticised the lack
of an open dialogue on the
troubled province. “Whenever
this issue is brought up, it’s
blacked out. If you disagree
with what I say, listen patient-
ly. If you still find my words
wrong, I accept any punish-
ment,” he urged.
“Even if you want to encounter

or kill me outside Parliament,
go ahead, but at least listen. We
have no one, and no one listens
to us,” he said.
More than 50 people, including
over 10 security personnel,
were killed on August 26 in one
of the worst days of violence in
Balochistan.
Balochistan, bordering Iran
and Afghanistan, is home to a
long-running violent insur-
gency. The province faces a
double threat by the banned
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan and
Baloch militants.
Baloch insurgent groups have
previously carried out several
attacks targeting the USD 60
billion China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
projects.
The separatist Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA) is
opposed to China’s investments
in Balochistan and accuses
China and Pakistan of exploita-
tion of the resource-rich
province, a charge rejected by
the authorities. 

Islamabad (PTI): Jailed former
prime minister Imran Khan on
Tuesday approached a high
court to prevent his possible
transfer to the military for
trial in the cases concerning the
violence on May 9 last year, two
days after Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif said a military
trial of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party founder was “pos-
sible”.
Khan filed a petition in the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
through his lawyer, Uzair
Karamat Bhandari, to ensure
that he remains under civilian
jurisdiction.He made Secretary
of Law, Secretary of Interior,
Inspector Generals of
Islamabad and Punjab, the
Director General of the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA),
and the Inspector General of
Prisons as respondents in the
plea.
The 71-year-old leader request-
ed in the plea that the court
issue an order to the authori-
ties, restraining them from
handing him over to military
custody and ensuring his trial

remains within the civilian
judicial system.
The plea comes on the heels of
a warning by Defence Minister
Asif on Sunday that a military
trial of Khan was “possible” in
cases linked to the May 9,
2023 violence. The former pre-
mier faced at least a dozen of
such cases.
The civilian authorities already
handed over to the military
more than one hundred people
arrested for their alleged
involvement in the riots that
broke out in the country after
Khan’s arrest.

Khan fears a similar fate and he
has already filed a similar peti-
tion on July 25 in the Lahore
High Court through the same
lawyer.
The aim of such petitions
seems preemptive as he wants
to influence any decision to
transfer his custody to the mil-
itary. On May 9 last year,
violent protests erupted after
Khan’s arrest by paramilitary
Rangers from the premises of
the Islamabad High Court in
connection with an alleged
corruption case.
His party workers allegedly
vandalised a dozen military
installations, including the
Jinnah House (Lahore Corps
Commander House), the
Mianwali airbase and the ISI
building in Faisalabad. A mob
also attacked the Army head-
quarters in Rawalpindi.
Khan was arrested on August
5 last year after his conviction
in the first Toshakhana corrup-
tion case filed by the Election
Commission of Pakistan. Since
then, he has been in jail in dif-
ferent cases. 
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Pakistan’s veteran politician
Mehmood Khan Achakzai

has stunned his foes and
friends alike by saying that he
is ready to hold talks with the
powerful military establish-
ment to end the current polit-
ical stalemate in the country.
Achakzai, the president of the
Pakhtun-khwa Milli Awami
Party (PkMAP), made the
announcement on Monday on
the floor of the National
Assembly. “I will hold negoti-
ations. I will talk to every
institution. I will also talk to
the establishment,” Achakazi
said, adding that the talks with
the establishment will “not be
held to seek their guidance but
to give them a passage for hon-
ourable retreat”.
Achakzai’s statement came as
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif
during a heated debate in the
parliament spoke about
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
party’s (PTI) effort to hold
talks with the establishment,

and asked if the Pakhtunkhwa
Milli Awami Party (PkMAP)
leader was ready to have a dia-
logue with the army.
Asif hoped the ethnic Pashtun
politician would reply nega-
tively due to his lifelong oppo-
sition to the role of the army
in politics. Achakzai, appoint-
ed as leader of the recently cre-
ated opposition alliance
Tehreek Tahafuz Ayeen-e-
Pakistan (TTAP), has been
mandated by the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party to hold
talks with the powerful mili-
tary. Jailed former prime min-
ister Imran Khan’s PTI domi-
nates the TTAP, the alliance for
the protection of the constitu-
tion of Pakistan.
The PTI opposes talks with

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif-led government but is
keen upon holding a dialogue
with the army to end its polit-
ical plight. Khan, who on
Monday said he was ready to
hold talks with the army, had
earlier mandated Achakzai to
hold talks with anyone. “We

will tell the establishment that
you are our establishment.
You are dear to us. You are our
army, our institution. Please be
kind to us and [it’s] enough. Sit
with us,” Achakzai said. 
The supremacy of the
Constitution is the only solu-
tion and this whole house has
consensus on this, the grand-
old politician said, adding that
even Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) chief Nawaz
Sharif and President Asif
Zardari agree on this.
Achakzai further said the
politicians the army and every-
one was responsible for the
present situation facing the
country and that the time had
come to move forward.
“Come, sit together, including
the Chief of Army Staff. We
should sit together to find the
solution to the prevailing cri-
sis, which has not descended
from the sky,” he said.
The issue of talks with the PTI
has been in the air for quite
some time with the govern-
ment, time and again, precon-

ditioning the talks with 71-
year-old Khan’s apology for the
May 9 violence.

The PTI, however, main-
tained that it would hold talks
only with the army.
There is a difference of opin-
ion on the approach to the dia-
logue as the government wants
the PTI to accept the outcome
of the February 8 elections and
cooperate in tackling econom-
ic, political and security chal-
lenges facing the country. In
contrast, the PTI asserts the
government came to power
through a bogus electoral
process by stealing its mandate
and insists that any talks will
focus on giving the party its
due share in the government.
Khan’s party claims that it won
majority seats in the election
and holds the right to form the
government.The majority of
PTI leaders, including Khan,
face cases linked with corrup-
tion as well as last year’s May
9 violence and the government
scares them by holding their
military trial. 
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Seoul (AP): Japan’s prime
minister will arrive on Friday
in South Korea for what will
likely be the last summit
between the two leaders,
South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol’s office said on
Tuesday.It said outgoing
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida’s two-day visit was
arranged after he “actively
expressed hope” to end his
term on a high note in bilat-
eral relations. In what would
be their 12th summit talks,
the leaders will discuss fur-
ther developing two-way ties
and strengthening the coun-
tries’ cooperation in regional
and global issues, the office
said. A series of local election
losses earlier in the year
sparked calls for change with-
in Japan’s governing party,
which was also dealing with
a fundraising scandal. Kishida
announced in August that
he’ll step down after the
Liberal Democratic Party
picks a new leader on
September 27.
“Prime Minister Kishida is
expected to continue to pro-
vide constructive advice to his
successor on foreign policies
and the future development of
South Korea-Japan relations
based on his experience,”
Yoon’s office said in a state-
ment.
Yoshimasa Hayashi, Japan’s

chief cabinet secretary, said
the meeting wil l  be an
“important occasion” for the
two leaders to discuss further
cooperation between their
governments in the face of an
increasingly difficult strategic
environment.
“Japan and South Korea are

the two important neigh-
bours that should cooperate
as partners in tackling various
issues of the international
community,”  he told
reporters.
Since taking office in 2022,

Yoon has focused on resolv-
ing historical disputes with
Japan as part of broader
efforts to beef up South
Korea’s military alliance with
the United States. The coun-
tries have strengthened their
military and diplomatic coop-
eration in the face of North
Korean nuclear threats.
Ties between Seoul and Tokyo
have long been complicated
by grievances related to
Japan’s brutal rule of the
Korean Peninsula from 1910
to 1945.
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Seoul (AP): North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un supervised
a demonstration of new explod-
ing drones designed to crash
into targets, state media said on
Monday, as the US and South
Korea engage in joint military
drills.

North Korean test photos
showed a white drone with X-
shaped tails and wings suppos-
edly crashing into and destroy-
ing a target resembling South
Korea’s main K-2 battle tank.
Most combat drones stand off
from targets and fire
missiles.The North’s official
Korean Central News Agency
said Saturday’s test involved
various types of drones built to
fly different ranges to attack
enemy targets on land and sea
and flew along various routes
before accurately hitting test
targets.
After the test, Kim pledged to
spur the development of drones
that explode on impact, con-
duct reconnaissance or attack
targets underwater to boost his
country’s war readiness, saying
the North’s military should be
equipped with advanced

drones “as early as possible”,
KCNA said.
The drone test came as the US
and South Korean militaries
conduct the large-scale Ulchi
Freedom Shield drills, which
continue through Thursday. The
exercises focus on enhancing
their readiness against North
Korean threats and include com-
puter-simulated war games and
live-fire training, with a com-
bined aerial drill involving 60
warplanes that began its three-
day run on Monday.
South Korea’s air force said the
drill, which kicked off with pre-
cision-bombing demonstrations
that included South Korean F-
35 and F-16 fighter jets, is aimed
at coping with North Korean
threats posed by drones, cruise
missiles and artillery. The United
States and South Korea also
began Monday a separate
amphibious landing drill involv-
ing dozens of aircraft and vessels
from their navies and marines,
including US F-35 fighters and
amphibious assault ship USS
Boxer.
South Korea’s military said the
Ssangyong Exercise, which will

continue through September 7,
is aimed at sharpening combat
interoperability.
Lee Chang Hyun, spokesperson
of South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff, said during a briefing that
South Korea’s military was close-
ly examining North Korea’s
drone capabilities and that the
South’s military is equipped
with systems to detect and inter-
cept them, without providing
further details. 
Some analysts suggest the North
Korean drones shown in state
media photos resemble Russia’s
Zala Lancet-3 drones, and Lee
said the South was looking into
the possibility Russia had helped
North Korea acquire its drone
capability.
“We are aware that during the
past exchanges between North
Korea and Russia that some
(drones) were given (to North
Korea) as gifts,” Lee said. “We
would need to analyze various
aspects, including whether
(North Korea) would have mod-
ified to improve their capabili-
ties or other possibilities.”
North Korea and Russia have
been aligning closely in the face

of their separate confrontations
with the US Kim Jong Un and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin held summits this June
and in September last year.
Washington and its allies have
accused the countries of expand-
ing an alleged arms arrangement
in which North Korea provides
Putin with badly needed muni-
tions to prolong Russia’s fighting
in Ukraine in exchange for eco-
nomic aid and technologies to
upgrade Kim’s nuclear-armed
military.
Animosity on the Korean
Peninsula is high as Kim uses
Russia’s war against Ukraine as
a distraction while he strength-
ens his nuclear-armed military
and issues verbal threats of con-
flict toward Washington and
Seoul.
While most of the internation-
al attention has been focused on
his long-range missiles designed
to reach the US mainland, Kim
has also been expanding
weapons targeting rival South
Korea, most notably short-range
missiles and artillery systems the
North has described as nuclear-
capable.
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Colombo (PTI): A draft bill

that would grant the right to
every individual in Sri Lanka to
decide whether that person’s
body should be disposed of by
burial or cremation has been
approved, a cabinet note said on
Tuesday.

Forced cremations during the
2020 Covid-19 pandemic had
caused much heartburn among
the island nation’s 9 per cent
Muslim minority residents. The
‘Burial and Cremation Rights
Bill’ seeks to pacify the aggriev-
ed minority. 
“The right to decide whether
the body of the dead person
should be buried or cremated to
be entrusted with the deceased
individual’s closest relative con-
sidering the deceased individ-
ual’s preferences,” the note said.
The bill was approved on
Monday after which Minister of
Justice M U M Ali Sabry post-
ed on X: “Today, the Cabinet of
Ministers approved taking steps
necessary to pass the ‘Burial and
Cremation Rights Bill’, a pro-
posal I strongly advocated for.”
“This crucial piece of legislation
ensures the right of every indi-

vidual to choose between bur-
ial and cremation, respecting
personal and religious beliefs.
Together, we will uphold digni-
ty and justice for all,” he added
in his post.
During the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, in 2020 and 2021, an expert
panel appointed by the then
government had decided that
there existed a serious risk of
water contamination if bodies
of patients who died of the virus
were to be allowed burials. 
The government didn’t relent
even in the face of concerns
raised by Islamic nations on the
decision.
The current dispensation ear-
lier this year extended an apol-
ogy to the Muslim minority on
the issue and said compensation
could be granted to those
aggrieved by the forced crema-
tion decision.
The act of cremating a dead

body is forbidden in Islam and
the callous disregard for reli-
gious rites by the state has
understandably caused distress
amongst the Muslim commu-
nity, Amnesty International
had then said. 

�� �%&��
:�&��%%�#
BC
&�����
�&&�� %
��
�/'/%&
Islamabad (PTI): In continued
increase in terror attacks, a total
of 59 terrorist attacks occurred
across Pakistan in August 2024
killing 84 people compared to 38
such attacks in the previous
month, a media report said on
Tuesday. The August attacks
take the total number of attacks
in 2024 to 325, according to the
digital database of security inci-
dents managed by the Pak
Institute  for Peace Studies
(PIPS), an Islamabad-based
think-tank.

These incidents include 29
attacks in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
28 in Balochistan and two in
Punjab, the PIPS data said,
adding, as many as 84 people
were killed and 166 others were
injured, newspaper The Dawn
said. Also, since 2006, there
have been 17,846 terrorist inci-
dents in which 24,373 people
have been killed and 48,085
others injured, according to the
PIPS database. Balochistan expe-
rienced 28 terrorist incidents
during August 2024, which
resulted in 57 deaths and injuries
to another 84 people. 
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Jakarta (AP): Pope Francis
arrived in Indonesia on
Tuesday at the start of the
longest trip of his pontificate,
hoping to encourage its
Catholic community and cel-
ebrate the tradition of inter-
faith harmony in a country
with the world’s largest Muslim
population.
After an overnight flight from
Rome, Francis was wheeled off
the plane in his wheelchair and
onto the tarmac for a welcom-
ing ceremony under Jakarta’s
perennial hazy, humid and
polluted skies.
Two children wearing tradi-
tional clothes handed him a
bouquet of vegetables, fruits,
spices and flowers. 
Francis planned to rest for the
remainder of the day, given the
rigors of an 11-day voyage
zigzagging across time zones
that will also take him to
Papua New Guinea, East
Timor and Singapore.

However, the Vatican said the
87-year-old pope met with a
group of refugees, migrants
and sick people at the Vatican
residence in Jakarta.
Outside the residence, he was
greeted by well-wishers eager
to catch sight of the first pope
to visit since St. John Paul II in
1989.
“When I saw him in the car I
was so touched, goosebumps,”
said Fanfan, a 49-year-old
housewife from West Jakarta
who uses only one name. “I
hope he will hopefully appear
in front of me to wave his hand
again.”
Francis’ first full day of activ-
ities begins Wednesday with
visits to the country’s political
leaders and meetings with
Indonesian clergy who are
helping to fuel the growth of
the Catholic Church in Asia.
Indonesian President Joko
Widodo welcomed the pope,
saying in a broadcast statement

that “Indonesia and the
Vatican have the same com-
mitment to fostering peace
and brotherhood, as well as
ensuring the welfare of human-
ity.”
The highlight of Francis’ first
stop will be his participation
Thursday in an interfaith
meeting in Jakarta’s iconic
Istiqlal mosque with repre-

sentatives of the six religions
that are officially recognised in
Indonesia: Islam, Buddhism,
Confucianism, Hinduism,
Catholicism and
Protestantism.
The mosque, the largest in
Southeast Asia, sits across a
piazza from the capital’s main
Catholic cathedral, Our Lady
of Assumption, and the two are

so close to each another that
the Muslim call to prayer can
be heard during Mass.
Their proximity is not coinci-
dental, but strongly willed as a
symbol of religious freedom
and tolerance that is enshrined
in Indonesia’s Constitution.
The buildings are also linked
by an underground “Tunnel of
Friendship” which Francis will
visit with the grand imam,
Nasaruddin Umar, before they
sign a joint declaration.
While Francis will want to
highlight Indonesia’s tradition
of religious tolerance, the
country’s image as a moderate
Muslim nation has been
undermined by flare-ups of
intolerance. In 2021, a militant
Islamic couple blew them-
selves up outside a packed
Catholic cathedral on
Indonesia’s Sulawesi island
during a Palm Sunday Mass,
injuring at least 20 people.
“We have no problem with the

visit. He’s a guest and we will
welcome him,” said Eldy, a 64-
year-old retired government
worker who uses one name
and was out walking during a
car-free day in Jakarta on
Sunday. 
“He wants to visit our Istiqlal
mosque, he can do it.”
Even though Catholics make
up only 3 per cent of
Indonesia’s population, the
sheer number of Indonesians
— 275 million — makes the
archipelago home to the third-
largest Christian community in
Asia, after the Philippines and
China.As a result, thousands
are expected to throng to
Francis’ events this week,
which include a Mass on
Thursday afternoon at Jakarta’s
main stadium expected to
draw some 60,000 people. 
City authorities have urged
residents to work from home
that day given roadblocks and
crowds.
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty took a

breather after a record rally
and ended on a flat note on
Tuesday, with the 50-stock
index settling in the green for
the 14th straight session.
Halting its 10-day rally, the
30-share BSE Sensex dipped
4.40 points or 0.01 per cent to
settle at 82,555.44. During the
day, it dropped 159.08 points
or 0.19 per cent to 82,400.76.
The NSE Nifty eked out a
marginal gain of 1.15 points
to settle at 25,279.85, its
highest-ever closing level.
Among the 30 Sensex firms,
Bajaj Finance, Infosys, Adani
Ports, JSW Steel, HCL Tech,
Bharti Airtel, IndusInd Bank
and Tata Motors were the
biggest laggards.
ICICI Bank, Bajaj Finserv,
Titan, Nestle and HDFC
Bank were among the gainers.
In Asian markets, Seoul,

Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled lower.
European markets were
quoting in the negative
territory. The US markets
were closed on Monday for
the Labour Day holiday.
“Amid mixed global signals
and the absence of significant
new catalysts, aside from the

anticipated Fed rate cut,
which is already factored in,
the domestic market took a
breather. Mild caution
emerged due to a recent
slowdown in manufacturing
activities, which indicates a
slowdown in demand,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial

Services.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought
equities worth Rs 1,735.46
crore on Monday, according
to exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 1.79 per cent
to USD 76.13 a barrel.
Surging for the 10th straight
session on Monday, the BSE
benchmark jumped 194.07
points or 0.24 per cent to
settle at an all-time closing
high of 82,559.84. During the
day, it surged 359.51 points or
0.43 per cent to reach a new
intra-day record peak of
82,725.28.
The Nifty climbed 42.80
points or 0.17 per cent to
settle at a lifetime closing
high of 25,278.70, taking its
winning run to the 13th day
in a row. During the day, it
soared 97.75 points or 0.38
per cent to hit a fresh all-
time intra-day peak of
25,333.65.

Markets settle flat after record
rally; Nifty gains for 14th day
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The rupee declined 5 paise
to 83.96 (provisional)

against the US dollar on
Tuesday, tracking a strong
greenback against major
currencies overseas and a
sluggish trend in domestic
equities.
However, lower crude oil
prices in international
markets capped the decline in
the local unit, forex traders
said.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened 3 paise lower at 83.94
against the American
currency and traded in the
range of 83.94-83.98 during
the day.
It finally settled at 83.96
(provisional) against the US
dollar, 5 paise lower than its
previous close.
On Monday, the domestic
currency settled at 83.91.
“The rupee in tandem with
Asian currencies fell to its
support zone of 83.97 as the

Reserve Bank of India seemed
to present at 83.97 to protect
any further weakness in the
currency. There was good
amount of FPI and oil
companies outflow which
resulted in the rupee reaching
near to the all-time low of
83.97,” Anil Kumar Bhansali,
Head of Treasury and
Executive Director of Finrex
Treasury Advisors LLP, said.
Meanwhile, Sensex recovered
most of its losses to settle at
82,555.44 for the day, 4.40
points below its previous
close, while the Nifty inched

up 1.15 points to 25,279.85.
The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was up 0.15 per
cent at 101.80.
Brent crude, the international
oil benchmark, declined 2.1
per cent to 76.26 in futures
trade.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net
buyers in the capital markets
on Monday, as they purchased
shares worth Rs 1,735.46
crore, according to exchange
data.
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Bajaj Housing Finance on
Tuesday said it has fixed a

price band of Rs 66-70 per
share for its Rs 6,560-crore
initial share sale.
The initial public offering
(IPO) will open for public
subscription on September 9
and conclude on September
11 and the bidding for anchor
investors will open for a day
on September 6, the company
announced.
The proposed IPO comprises
a fresh issue of equity shares
of up to Rs 3,560 crore and an
offer for sale (OFS) of equity
shares to the tune of Rs 3,000
crore by parent Bajaj Finance.
The share sale is being
conducted to comply with the
Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI)
regulations, which require
upper-layer non-banking
finance companies to be listed
on stock exchanges by
September 2025.
Proceeds from the fresh issue

will be used to augment the
company’s capital base to
meet future capital
requirements.Investors can
make a bid for a minimum of
214 equity shares and in
multiples of 214 equity shares
thereafter. Bajaj Housing
Finance is a non-deposit-
taking Housing Finance
Company registered with the
National Housing Bank since
September 2015. It offers
financial solutions for

purchasing and renovating
residential and commercial
properties.
It has been identified and
categorised as an “upper
layer” NBFC by the RBI in
India and its comprehensive
mortgage products include
home loans, loans against
property, lease rental
discounting and developer
financing.
For the entire financial year
2023-24, the housing lender

posted a net profit of Rs 1,731
crore, marking a growth of 38
per cent from Rs 1,258 crore
in FY23. Aadhar Housing
Finance and India Shelter
Finance are two housing
finance companies that have
been listed on the stock
exchanges in recent months.
In June, Bajaj Housing
Finance filed preliminary
papers with Sebi for a Rs
7,000 crore IPO, comprising
fresh shares worth Rs 4,000
crore and an OFS component
of Rs 3,000 crore by its parent.
The market regulator gave its
clearance to the company’s
maiden public issue earlier
this month.Kotak Mahindra
Capital Company Ltd, Axis
Capital, IIFL Securities, BofA
Securities India Ltd, SBI
Capital Markets Ltd,
Goldman Sachs (India)
Securities Private Ltd and JM
Financial Ltd are book-
running lead managers that
will manage the company’s
public issue.
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Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor Michael

Debabrata Patra on Tuesday
said domestic saving has
largely financed the
investment needs of the
economy and will remain the
top net lender in coming
decades.
In a keynote address at the
Financing 3.0 Summit:
Preparing for Viksit Bharat
organised by the
Confederation of Indian
Industries (CII) here, the
deputy governor said that
recently, the net financial
savings of households has
almost halved from 2020-21
levels due to behavioural
changes in the form of
unwinding of prudential
savings accumulated during
the pandemic and shifting
from financial assets to
physical assets like housing.
“Going forward, boosted by
rising incomes, households
will likely build back their
financial assets.
This process has already
begun. Households’ financial
assets have increased from
10.6 per cent of GDP during
2011-17 to 11.5 per cent
during 2017-23 (excluding

the pandemic year),” Patra
said.
Their physical savings have
also risen in the post-
pandemic years to over 12 per
cent of GDP and could rise
further, he said, adding they
had reached 16 per cent of
GDP in 2010-11.
“Accordingly, households will
remain the top net lenders to
the rest of the economy in the
coming decades,” the senior
RBI official said.
He further said the private
corporate sector has
drastically reduced its net
borrowings from the rest of
the economy, reflecting a
combination of rising internal
accruals and subdued
capacity creation.
Looking ahead, Patra said its
net borrowing requirement is
likely to rise on the back of a
revival in the capex cycle.
“These financing
requirements will largely be

met by households and
external resources,” he noted.
The deputy governor said that
net dis-saving of the public
sector has been moderating,
albeit unevenly. This sector
will remain a net borrower in
the economy, given the
critical role envisaged for
fiscal policy in shaping India’s
future.
If the nation, as a whole, has a
deficit, it borrows from the
rest of the world and the
inflow of foreign savings
helps finance its investment
needs, he added. 
For India, domestic savings
have largely financed the
overall investment
requirements of growth, with
external financing playing a
supplemental role as reflected
in overall modest current
account deficits.
“As the productive capacity of
the economy rises and its
ability to absorb foreign

resources expands, the
volume of external financing
and its composition may
undergo fundamental shifts,
but in the light of past
experiences, external debt
sustainability will remain a
policy priority,” Patra said.
During his address, Patra also
delved into India’s growth
story and the fact that the
country is riding on the cusp
of a distinct demographic
advantage.He said a
productive workforce is
critical for value creation in
an economy, while capital
would play an important
supportive role.
CII Director General
Chandrajit Banerjee, in his
welcome address, lauded the
performance of India’s
external sector and
underscored the role of the
RBI in ensuring that its
financing is stable,
sustainable, and aligned with
the country’s economic
policies.He said greater
investment can be useful to
garner more financing in
physical infrastructure,
components for the digital
economy, as well as emerging
sectors like renewable energy
,warehousing, semiconductor
ecosystem, and data centres.

Domestic saving to remain top net lender in coming decades: RBI Deputy
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SRM University-AP hosted
its prestigious 4th

Convocation Ceremony on
September 02, 2024,
felicitating the graduates with
their well-earned degrees for
scholastic excellence. The
monumental event was
graced by the honourable
presence of Chief Guest
Padma Bhushan Senapathy
Kris Gopalakrishnan,
Chairman-Axilor Ventures
and Co-founder of Infosys;
Guest of Honour Mr Rohit
Kapoor, Chief Executive
Officer, Food Marketplace,
Swiggy; Founder Chancellor
of SRM Group of Institutions

Dr T R Paarivendhar; Pro-
Chancellor of SRM
University-AP Dr P
Sathyanarayanan; Vice
Chancellor Prof. Manoj K
Arora, Registrar Dr R
Premkumar; Dean-Academic
Affairs Dr Vinayak Kalluri;
Other dignitaries, Faculty,
staff and parents of the
graduating batch. 1,018
graduates, including 24 PhD
scholars, were conferred their
degrees on this momentous
occasion, and 18 Gold
Medalists, 5 Silver Medalists,
and 5 Bronze Medalists were
recognised for their
o u t s t a n d i n g
achievements.”We are a
multidisciplinary research-

intensive university where
education revolves around 5
I’s – Integrative curricula,
Interdisciplinary Research
and Learning, Innovation,
Industry and International

Collaborations and
Inclusivity”, stated Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Manoj K
Arora, in his welcome
address. During his briefing
about the annual report, Prof.

Arora also highlighted the
university’s stellar growth and
accomplishments in the past
academic year. “In the last
academic year, we have
relaunched the Liberal Arts

school with 3 new
departments, implemented a
revamped curricula that is
adaptive and responsible to
changing needs and expanded
our industrial partnerships.
Our faculty now consists of
350 in number, contributing
to 688 publications, 108
published patents, 24
sponsored research and
industry projects, 21 startups,
along with students.” Chief
Guest Padma Bhushan Kris
Gopalakrishnan, renowned
global business & technology
thought leader, delivered the
m u c h - a n t i c i p a t e d
convocation address to the
graduating Class of 2024.
With an analogy to the Paris

Olympics 2024, Mr Kris
Gopalakrishnan ignited the
graduating batch with key
takeaways to ensure
remarkable success in all their
future endeavours. He stated,
“The knowledge and skillset
that you have acquired from
your university will equip you
to face the problems that the
world poses. 
The strength of the university
lies with the alumni.
Remember to contribute to
the society, your nation and
moreover your alma
mater.”Mr Rohit Kapoor, the
esteemed Guest of Honour,
applauded the students for
their outstanding
achievements and expressed

his deep respect for SRM
University-AP for
establishing a new-age
institute and preparing the
students for an impactful
future.”We must strive
towards world-class standards
in the case of academics,
research, and innovation and
deriving nobility in becoming
the superior version of
yourselves”, advised Mr
Kapoor.The ceremony also
witnessed the auspicious
presence of Founder
Chancellor Dr T R
Paarivendhar, who
congratulated the young
students for this remarkable
achievement and advised,
“Knowledge is power.
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The Indian economy is
projected to grow at 7 per

cent in the current financial
year on the back of recovery
in the agriculture sector and
rural demand.
According to the World Bank
Report released on Tuesday,
India’s growth continues to be
strong despite a challenging
global environment.
The growth rate of India,
which accounts for the bulk of
the South Asia region, is
expected to remain strong at 7
per cent in 2024-25, the
World Bank said in the India
Development Update.
Recovery in agriculture will
partially offset a marginal
moderation in industry, it
said, adding that services will
remain robust.
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Mahindra Group-owned
premium motorcycle

firm Classic Legends, which
has three premium
motorcycle brands under it, is
running a marathon and will
navigate any challenge in
rebuilding the resurrected
brands like Jawa, Group
Chairman Anand Mahindra
has said.
Speaking at the launch of all-
new Jawa 42 FJ motorcycle
here, Mahindra also said that
stories build brands and
brands are nothing but
aggregation of stories.
The latest offering from the
Classic Legends is priced at Rs
1.99-lakh onwards.
In October 2016, Mahindra &
Mahindra, through its
subsidiary Classic Legends
Private Limited (CLPL),
signed a licensing deal to
launch motorcycles under the
Jawa brand name in India and
other East Asian countries.
The same year, the company
acquired British motorcycle
brand BSA as well.
“Stories build brands. Brands
are nothing but aggregations
of stories. Why they were
formed, how they were
formed. How they were built.

How they grow. New brands
tell new stories. And often all
resurrected brands also tell
new stories,” Mahindra said at
the launch.
“We are privileged at Classic
Legends to have the
opportunity to both resurrect
an old brand and to build new
stories, a new history.
However, contradictory that
might sound,” he said.
All of us have challenges, all
of us are looking forward to
the excitement that this brand
will bring, he said, adding,
“we are running a marathon,
we may fall, we may sweat

(but) we will rise up,”
Mahindra stated.
Noting that Classic Legends is
one of the growth Gems at the
Group, Mahindra Group
CEO and Managing Director
Anish Shah said the company
is well positioned at the
second spot in the premium
motorcycle segment in the
country and is looking
forward to acquiring the top
slot.
“The 2024 Jawa 42 embodies
our design-led approach to
motorcycle engineering.
We’ve taken our time with
this bike, pushing the

boundaries of the ‘price-
performance’ matrix. As
pioneers of neo-classics in
India, the 42 FJ is a testament
to our challenger spirit and
disruptive approach,” said
Anupam Thareja, Co-founder
of Jawa Yezdi Motorcycles.
“We are trying to make an
Indian Global two-wheeler
company,” he added.
With the expansion of the ‘42
Life’ series, Jawa has extended
the ideal balance of design,
price, and performance across
motorcycle formats, to appeal
to a wide swathe of discerning
riders, the company said.
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Gold prices slipped Rs 50 to
Rs 74,050 per 10 grams in

the national capital on
Tuesday, according to the All
India Sarafa Association.
The precious metal of 99.9 per
cent purity had finished at Rs
74,100 per 10 grams in the
previous session on Monday.
Silver prices also slumped by
Rs 250 to Rs 85,250 per
kilogram on Tuesday. 
It had closed at Rs 85,500 per
kg in the previous close.
Additionally, gold of 99.5 per
cent purity fell by Rs 50 to Rs
73,700 per 10 grams.
On the global front, Comex
gold is trading at USD
2,531.40 per ounce, up by
USD 3.80 per ounce or 0.15
per cent.
“Gold fluctuated in a narrow
range on Tuesday as traders
remained sidelined ahead of
US job market data that may

influence the US Federal
Reserve’s (Fed) interest rate-
cutting path,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst of
Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said. 
However, silver was quoted
1.81 per cent lower at USD
28.62 per ounce in the
international markets.
During the week, traders will
focus on various job reports,
including Jolts job openings,
ADP Non-farm employment
change, non-farm payrolls
and unemployment data,
which will impact the Fed’s
policy decision and could
provide direction for gold
prices, Gandhi added.
Anticipation of an interest rate
cut at the upcoming US Fed
meeting would likely keep
gold prices elevated,
according to Angel One’s
Prathamesh Mallya, DVP-
Research of Non-Agri
Commodities and Currencies.
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Carrying a back injury for
more than a year,
history-making Indian

javelin thrower Sumit Antil’s
path to Paralympic glory was
paved with a ‘sweet sacrifice’
and several sleepless nights.
The 26-year-old faced a tough
choice in the build-up to the
Paralympics — give up his
favourite sweets or put his
career at risk due to rapid
weight gain and a back injury
that troubled him before the
Asian Para Games in
Hangzhou last year where he
won a gold.
On the advice of his physio,
Antil grudgingly gave up
sweets, followed a strict
training regimen and shed
around 12 kilograms in just
two months.
His sacrifice paid off on
Monday when the Sonepat-lad
became the first Indian man
and only the second Indian
overall to defend a Paralympic
title, clinching gold in the F64
category with a record throw of
70.59m.
This new mark bettered his
previous Paralympic best of
68.55m set in Tokyo
Paralympics three years ago.
“I’ve reduced around 10-12
kilos. My physio, Vipin Bhai,
told me that the weight was
putting pressure on my spine.
So, I cut out sweets, which are
my favourite, and focused on
eating right,” he revealed in a
media interaction here.

Fixing his back by taking
adequate rest is the first thing
Antil will do after his return to
India.
“I was not at 100 per cent. I had
to take a painkiller before my
throw, and even during
training, I haven’t been at my
best. The first priority is to fix
my back after we return to
India because rest is crucial
with the type of injury I have.
“With competitions so close, I
haven’t been able to rest
properly and have constantly
taken precautions to protect
my back. I’ve been careful with
every movement to avoid
aggravating it further,” he
added.
He also thanked his coach
(Arun Kumar) for always
knowing what he needed,
staying up nights to plan his
schedule, and putting in
tremendous effort. He said his
coach had worked even harder
than him.
“I also started doing CrossFit
workouts, sprints, and trained
hard. It’s been two years with
my coach, and he’s like an elder
brother to me. He knows
exactly what I need and when I
need it. “I’ve seen him stay up
nights to plan my schedule. My
team has put in a tremendous
effort for me, and I feel truly
blessed to have them,” he said. 
“Once you reach a certain level,
the responsibility on you
increases, and all eyes are on
you. Hopefully, after this, I’ll
finally get some rest. I’ve been
continuously on the field for

the past two to three years.”
He said he sustained the injury
in 2023 ahead of the Asian
Para Games and kept
competing in back-to-back
tournaments.
Antil dreamed of becoming a
wrestler and was inspired by
Olympic bronze-medallist
Yogeshwar Dutt.
However, in 2015, his life
changed when a tractor
accident led to the amputation
of his left leg below the knee.
Undeterred, Sumit was
introduced to para-sports in
2017 by a fellow athlete from
his village.
Despite the pain and
challenges of training with a
prosthetic leg, he found his
new passion in javelin.
Under coach Naval Singh’s
guidance, Sumit’s relentless
dedication transformed him
into a champion.
The F64 category, in which he
competes, is designated for
athletes with lower limb
impairments, including those
using prosthetics or dealing
with leg length discrepancies. 
SLEEPLESS NIGHTS: Antil
said after struggling with sleep
and increased nervousness due
to the high expectations of
people around him, he was
now feeling relaxed.
“I think it’s been three nights
since I’ve had proper sleep.
When you’re at a certain level,
and people expect things from
you, the nervousness
increases,” he said.
“Back in Tokyo, no one knew

me, and I didn’t feel that much
pressure; I could sleep
peacefully. But this time, the
last 3-4 days have been
extremely stressful,” he
revealed.
However, his throw was short
of his own world record of
73.29m and he seemed a tad
unhappy with this.
“I’m used to a different
synthetic track, here (on
Mondotrack) I was slipping, I
was not able to feel the runway
with my legs.
“I know my coach is not that
happy but will do it in coming
competitions,” he rued.
ONE OF A KIND:
SANGWAN: Paralympic
Committee of India vice
president Satya Prakash
Sangwan, who is also the chef
de mission for the Indian
squad here, said he always
knew Antil would script
history.
“Since 2017, I’ve seen how hard
he works and how down-to-
earth he has been from day
one. I knew right from the start
that he would make history.
Athletes like him are rare. You
can see how humble he is from
winning gold in Tokyo and
here as well,” he said.
“His dedication to his sport
and his country is unmatched;
he doesn’t get distracted by
anything else. I’ve never come
across an athlete who remains
so humble and down-to-earth,
even after achieving so much
success. I am truly proud of
Sumit,” he added.
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Indian para-shuttler Suhas
Yathiraj is an emotional mess

after his second successive
Paralympic silver. A part of
him is proud of the
achievement but then he is also
grappling with feelings of
“sadness and disappointment”
at missing out on gold.
The 41-year-old went into the
ongoing Games as world no.1
and was expected to fetch gold
in men’s singles SL4 category.
However, he ended with a
silver, going down in straight
games to Lucas Mazur of
France in the summit clash on
Monday evening.
“...Coming here as world no.1
and as world champion, there
was pressure and expectations
on me. I too expected that I
will do well here. Ideally I
would have liked to win gold
medal, which is every players
dream,” he said on Tuesday. 
“Winning the silver is a mixed
feeling, there is sadness and
disappointment of missing the
gold. But when the feeling
sinks in then you will realise
qualifying for Paralympics and
representing your country was
a big thing. 
“And winning the silver is a
proud moment and I feel
extremely humbled and
grateful,” added the 2007 batch
IAS officer. 
Suhas looked tentative in the
summit clash and was no
match for the formidable
Frenchman, losing 9-21 13-21.
It was the same opponent
against whom the Indian had
lost in the Tokyo Paralympics
final.
Asked to compare the two
silver medals, Suhas said:
“Earlier the country and myself
didn’t have the belief that we

can win medals in Paralympics
badminton. I had no idea what
my performance would be.
That was a different kind of
feeling. 
“Both the silver medals had
their challenges. As I said, the
first time people don’t take you
so seriously until you perform
at the highest level. But playing
under expectations in itself is a
different kind of pressure.” 
Born with a congenital
deformity in his left ankle,
which significantly affected his
mobility, Suhas competes in
SL4 category which is meant
for athletes competing while
standing with less severe
impairment than in SL3.
The gold might have eluded
him again, but Suhas said the
journey has been enjoyable. 
“When I started this
Paralympics qualification
journey, I had not played for
one-two years and was world
no. 39. From there to reach

top-12 and then qualify for
Level-1 tournaments and from
there to win Asian Para Games
gold, world championships
gold, become world no.1...You
need to enjoy this journey,” he
said. 
Suhas, an Arjuna awardee,
feels Tokyo 2020 was a
“watershed moment” for
Indian Olympic and
Paralympic sports.
“There is huge change that
para sports has witnessed.
Tokyo 2020 was watershed
moment for Indian para sports
and Indian Olympic sports in
general. 
“Everyone knows cricket is
popular in India but in the last
many years, the way Olympic
sports and Paralympics sports
have received support from the
society is unimaginable.
“In the coming years it will
only grow and that will
improve our medal tally as
well,” he signed off.
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Top-seeded Jannik Sinner
reached the U.S. Open

quarterfinals by shaking off a
slow start and coming through
in the clutch at the end of
tiebreakers that decided the
first two sets, then pulling away
to get past No. 14 Tommy Paul
7-6(3) 7-6(5) 6-1. 
Two weeks removed from
being cleared in a doping case
stemming from two positive
tests in March, Sinner moved
into a showdown against 2021
champion Daniil Medvedev,
the only past winner at
Flushing Meadows still in the
men’s field. 
Sinner, a 23-year-old from
Italy, claimed his first Grand
Slam title at the Australian
Open in January by defeating
Medvedev in five sets in the
final after dropping the first
two. They also met in the
Wimbledon quarterfinals in
July, and Medvedev won that
one.
“It’s going to be a lot of
running,” Sinner said, “so

hopefully (I’ll) be ready
physically.”
Against Paul on Monday night,
Sinner was not at his best at the
outset, falling behind by a
double-break at 4-1 after 20
minutes at Arthur Ashe
Stadium. “That’s where you
want to be. ... It’s definitely
different than any other
setting,” Paul said. “It’s electric.”
A loud crowd was backing the
American, to no one’s surprise.
As the match went on, plenty
of chants of “U-S-A!” or “Let’s
go, Tommy! Let’s go!” rang out.
There also were several
moments where spectators
clapped after faults by Sinner -
considered poor etiquette in
tennis, that drew repeated
admonishments from the chair
umpire, who pleaded for no
noise between first and second
serves.
Sinner finished the initial set
with 15 unforced errors on the
forehand side alone, but he
cleaned that up quickly and
closed the match with just six
the rest of the way.
“There are some ups and

downs, obviously, in best-of-
five. That’s normal to have,”
Sinner said. 
“But finding my rhythm in the
end of the match hopefully
helps ... In the next match.” 
Everything hinged on the
tiebreakers. The first was tied
3-all, before Sinner grabbed
the last four points. Paul led 5-
4 in the second, but Sinner
took the last three points.
That meant Sinner has now
won 14 of his past 15
tiebreakers, a stretch that dates

to a tournament in Halle,
Germany, in June. The lone
exception was one he lost
against Medvedev at
Wimbledon.
Sinner dropped the first set he
played at the US Open, but he’s
won the next 12.
Paul was trying to get his third
career quarterfinal and first at
Flushing Meadows. He also
was trying to become the first
American to beat a man
ranked No. 1 at the US Open
since Andre Agassi eliminated

Lleyton Hewitt in 2002.
Instead, Paul fell to 0-6 at
majors against players ranked
in the top 10. 
Sinner improved to 32-2 with
four titles on hard courts in
2024 and he’s now reached at
least the quarterfinals at all
four Slams this year.
Earlier on Monday, the No. 5-
seeded Medvedev picked up a
6-0 6-1 6-3 victory over Nuno
Borges that briefly was
interrupted early in the third
set when the electronic line-
calling system was shut down
because of a fire alarm.
The other quarterfinal on the
top half of the men’s bracket
will be No. 10 Alex de Minaur
vs No. 25 Jack Draper. De
Minaur beat Jordan
Thompson 6-0 3-6 6-3 7-5 in
an all-Australian matchup,
while Draper became the first
British man in the US Open
quarterfinals since Andy
Murray in 2016 by defeating
Tomas Machac 6-3 6-1 6-2.
The men’s quarterfinals on
Tuesday are No. 4 Alexander
Zverev vs No.
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The unlikely career arc of
Brazilian teenager Angelo

Gabriel continued when he
completed a move to Saudi
team Al Nassr for a reported
USD 25 million on Tuesday, a
year after joining Chelsea from
Santos.
In the year he was on Chelsea’s
books after a USD 17 million
move, Gabriel never played for
the English club because he
went on loan to Strasbourg -
one of the teams run by
Chelsea’s American investors.
The 19-year-old Gabriel was
part of Chelsea’s squad for the
preseason tour of the United
States but has left on a

permanent deal to Al Nassr -
where Cristiano Ronaldo
plays.

The move was announced a
day after the Saudi transfer
window shut and will help

Chelsea meet financial rules in
the Premier League and UEFA.
Another teenage Brazilian,
Deivid Washington, joined
Chelsea from Santos last year
around the same time as
Gabriel and reportedly came
close to making a permanent
move to Strasbourg.
“We wish Angelo the very best
as he begins the next chapter in
his career and thank him for
his efforts during his time with
Chelsea,” the English team
said.
Gabriel became the youngest
player in the history of Brazil’s
national championship at the
time when he made his senior
debut for Santos at 15 years,
308 days.
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Veteran Indian tennis star
Rohan Bopanna and his

Indonesian partner Aldila
Sutjiadi entered the semifinals
of the US Open mixed doubles
with a hard-fought win over
Australian Matthew Ebden
and Barbora Krejcikova of the
Czech Republic here.
The eighth seeded Indian-
Indonesian pair registered a 7-
6(4) 2-6 10-7 win over fourth
seeds Ebden and Krejcikova in
the quarterfinal that lasted one
hour and 33 minutes on
Monday night.
Bopanna and Sutjiadi had
earlier defeated Australian duo
of John Pears and Katerina
Siniakova of the Czech
Republic 0-6 7-6(5) 10-7 in a
second-round match.
Bopanna and Sutjiadi will play
American pair of Donald
Young and Taylor Townsend in
the semifinals.
The 44-year-old Bopanna had
already crashed out of the
men’s doubles competition
after he and his partner Ebden,
seeded second, lost 1-6 5-7 to
the 16th seed Argentine
combination of Maximo
Gonzalez and Andres Molteni
in the third round.
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World Para Championship
silver medallist Pooja

Jatyan beat Yagmur Sengul of
Turkey in straight sets to storm
into the quarterfinals of
recurve women’s open archery
competition at the Paris
Paralympics on Tuesday.
The 27-year-old, who got a bye
into the pre-quarters after
finishing inside top-9 in the
ranking round, won 6-0 and
will face Tokyo Paralympics
bronze medallist Wu Chunyan
of China in the quarters later in
the day.
The second-seeded Chunyan
defeated Oyun-Erdene
Buyanjargal of Mongolia in her
pre-quarterfinal match.
Pooja took the first set by
hitting three 9s in a row.
Continuing her stronghold,
she totalled 26 points while her

opponent struggled with a 22
to concede a 2-0 lead to the
Indian.
The archer from Gurgaon
faced some resistance from
Sengul in the third set when
she hit two 9s and an 8, but

Pooja remained calm to edge
the Turkey archer by one point
and seal the win.
In 1997, when Pooja was just
two months old, a high fever
and a wrong injection due to
medical negligence changed

her life forever, resulting in
polio in her left leg.
Despite these setbacks, Pooja’s
resilience shone through as she
embraced archery in her
childhood.
Pooja won a silver medal in the
Women’s Team event at the
Asian Para Championship
2023.
In 2024, she continued her
success by securing a silver
medal at the 8th Fazza Para
Archery World Ranking
Tournament and claiming gold
medals in both the Women’s
Team and Mixed Team events
at the Para Archery European
Cup 2nd Leg.
In the recurve open category,
archers shoot from a standing
position at a distance of 70m at
a 122cm target made up of 10
concentric circles scoring from
10 points down to 1 point from
the centre outwards.
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Rafael Nadal told a Spanish television show
that he doesn’t think Jannik Sinner

intended to use a banned substance and that
the current No 1-ranked man didn’t receive
preferential treatment when he was cleared of
doping after testing positive twice in March for
trace amounts of an anabolic steroid.
“I trust that he wasn’t punished because those
who judged this case determined quite clearly
that there was nothing to punish. ... I don’t
believe the sentence has anything to do with
him being No 1 in the world,” 22-time major
champion Nadal said in an interview with “El
Hormiguero” on Monday.
Sinner played Tommy Paul in the fourth round
of the US Open on Monday night. 
The International Tennis Integrity Agency said
on August 20 that it was determined the
banned performance-enhancer entered
Sinner’s system unintentionally through a
massage from his physiotherapist, and that is
why the player was not suspended.
Asked about the matter in New York before the

US Open began, Novak Djokovic said he gets
why some tennis players question whether
there’s a double-standard in the sport.
Nadal, who sat out the US Open, said: “I believe
in someone’s good faith. I know Sinner; I don’t
believe that Sinner wanted to dope.”
“In the end, justice is justice, and I believe in
justice,” Nadal said. 
“I believe in the bodies that have to make
decisions and that they do it based on what they
believe is right.
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Australian captain Pat
Cummins is looking at the
upcoming five-match rubber

against India as a chance to “make
amends” for the successive Test series
defeats at home against their fierce
rivals.
He said the next Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, which will start on
November 22 in Perth, promises to
be a 50-50 affair.
India retained the trophy in the last
four series, from 2016-17 to 2022-23.
India had defeated Australia in their
own backyard in the last two series in
2018-19 and 2020-21. 
Cummins said Australia are hoping
to draw confidence from their win
over India in the World Test
Championships Final at London last
year. 
“The last two series here in Australia,
we haven’t been successful, so it’s
been a long time. Hopefully, it’s time
to make amends,” Cummins told Star
Sports.
“You know, we’ve played them (India)
plenty of times where they’ve beaten
us, but we’ve also had plenty of wins
against them as well, which we’ll
draw confidence from. The most
recent Test match was, of course, the
World Test Championship in neutral
conditions, and we came out on top
in that match. 
“It’s always fiercely competitive, and
it always feels like it’s 50-50. I’m 10
out of 10 excited for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy,” he added. 

Senior batter Steve Smith agreed with
the skipper and said it will a “big
summer” for Australia against a
“well-balanced” Indian team.
“...You know, it’s going to be a great
series. You know, India have been
playing outstanding cricket. We’ve

been playing really good cricket the
last couple of years. You know, we
haven’t beaten India in the last two
times they’ve come out here,” he said.
“Obviously got a terrific side, very
well-balanced team, all bases
covered. So, you know, they’ve played

really good cricket out here. They’ve
played good cricket when we’ve been
over in India as well, where we know
they’re very, very difficult to beat. So
it’s going to be a big summer. It’s
going to be an exciting one.”
Pacer Mitchell Starc highlighted the

importance of the rivalry by keeping
it at par with the Ashes. 
“For Australian cricket, you’ve got the
Ashes and then you’ve got the Border
Gavaskar Trophy in there. I mean
there’s a long history in the Ashes but
that Border Gavaskar rivalry, if you
like, has just grown from strength to
strength over each series.
“And now we see it as a five Test
match series which is fantastic for not
only the rivalry but for the Test series
as well. Whether it’s the calibre of
player, the calibre of matches that we
see as fans and as cricketers just
continues to grow strength on
strength each series,” he said. 
“Now (with) India obviously winning
a number of series in a row, it’s
created even a bigger rivalry between
the two countries. I mean both teams
are well known to one another, we
play each other very often across the
formats, so I’m sure it’ll be another
exciting series,” Starc added.
All-rounder Glenn Maxwell said an
India-Australia contest in any format
has become a must-watch affair now. 
“I think over the last few years,
definitely, it feels like the two teams
sort of swap places in the rankings
quite a bit. Whichever format it is,
you will always see these two teams at
number one at some stage around the
world,” Maxwell said. 
“The different contests we’ve had in
both countries across all formats
certainly provide a lot of highlights
for the rest of the world. It’s always
must-watch cricket whenever these
two teams are playing.”

�
�� ��	���
��

;���
)���<

Bangladesh completed a
six-wicket victory over

here on Tuesday and achieved
an historic sweep of their two-
Test series. 
Needing 143 more runs on
the final day with 10 wickets
in hand, Bangladesh knocked
them off for the loss of four
wickets when Shakib Al
Hasan hit the winning
boundary.
Bangladesh recorded only its
second bilateral series win of
two or more Tests away from
home; the last was against the
West Indies in 2009.
The tourists won the opening
Test by 10 wickets and
required just four days in the
second after the first day was
washed out in Rawalpindi.
The visitors’ second innings
finished on 185-4, and Shakib
was 21 not out and Mushfiqur
Rahim 22 not out.
Bangladesh was 26-6 in the

first innings but Litton Das
and Mehidy Hasan Miraz led
a gallant recovery.
Fast bowlers Hasan Mahmud,
Nahid Rana and Taskin
Ahmed dismissed Pakistan
for 172 in the second innings
to leave Bangladesh a victory
target of 184 in four sessions.
The Bangladesh top order
showed plenty of resilience to
flatten Pakistan plans of a
dramatic comeback, with
meaningful contributions
from opener Zakir Hasan
(40), captain Najmul Hossain
Shanto (38) and Mominul
Haque (34).
They extended Pakistan’s
miserable home record in
Tests to 10 matches without a
win. Pakistan’s last home win
was in December 2021 against
South Africa at Rawalpindi.
Shan Masood has suffered a
second consecutive clean
sweep since he was elevated to
the test skipper last year,
having lost to Australia 3-0. 

IT’S TIME TO MAKE AMENDS: PAT
CUMMINS ON TEST SERIES AGAINST INDIA
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Spending on transfer fees in
international men’s player

deals cooled off during the
mid-year trading period,
according to International
Federation of Association
Football (FIFA) research pub-
lished on Tuesday.
FIFA said clubs committed to
spend USD 6.46 billion on buy-
ing players in cross-border deals
during the June-to-September
transfer window - down from
USD 7.43 billion in the same
period a year ago.
The average transfer fees paid by
clubs in Europe, by far the
richest market, was USD 3.13
million compared to USD 3.8
million a year ago.
The FIFA study is not a com-
plete guide because it does not
count the biggest transfer deal
of the European offseason, nor
does it include moves by play-
ers between two clubs in the

same country.
Kylian Mbappé joined Real
Madrid without a transfer fee
being paid because the France
star was a free agent after letting
his contract expire at Paris
Saint-Germain. Still, Madrid
had to pay Mbappé a signing
bonus variously reported as
between USD 110 million and
USD 165 million.
The biggest transfer fees in
cross-border deals were Julián
Alvarez’s move from
Manchester City to Atletico

Madrid, reported to be about 75
million euros (USD 83 million)
and Leny Yoro from Lille to
Manchester United for a report-
ed 62 million euros (USD 69
million).
The FIFA study does not
include deals involving two
clubs in the same country where
the player’s registration is not
transferred between member
federations.
Deals in the top-10 biggest
transfer fees not counting
toward the FIFA figures include
Dominic Solanke from
Bournemouth to Tottenham,
Pedro Neto from Wolves to
Chelsea and Teun Koopmeiners
from Atalanta to Juventus.
English clubs were the biggest
overall net spenders with an
outlay of USD 1.69 billion on
international transfers, and USD
1.25 billion recouped. Clubs in
England, Italy and Saudi Arabia
all had a collective net spending
of at least USD 400 million.
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Indian men’s hockey team captain
Harmanpreet Singh said it’s time to move on

from the euphoria of a second successive
Olympic bronze medal if the side desires to
retain its Asian Champions Trophy title in
Hulunbuir, China this month.
Under Harmanpreet’s leadership, India won a
second successive bronze medal for the first
time in over half-a-century at the Olympics in
Paris recently. But Harmanpreet said it’s time to
move and start afresh after a deserving break for
the Asian showpiece to be held from September
8 to 17.
“With a brief break after the Paris Olympics, the
team is ready to take on the best hockey playing
nations in Asia and prove its mettle.
“We had a good outing in Paris but hockey is a
very close game, we cannot rest on our laurels,”
the skipper said before leaving for China in the
early hours on Tuesday.
“The aim will be to play high-octane hockey and
retain our title.”
Besides India, the Asian Champions Trophy will
feature Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, Japan and
hosts China.
India will begin their campaign against China
on September 8, followed by a match against
Japan on September 9.
After a one-day break, India will take on
Malaysia on September 11, followed by Korea
on September 12 and arch-rivals Pakistan on

September 14.
The top four teams will advance to the
semifinals slated for September 16, with final
scheduled for September 17.
India are the most successful team in the
tournament with four titles, followed by
Pakistan (3).
India won the last edition in Chennai, beating
Malaysia 4-3 in the final.
Vice captain Vivek Sagar Prasad said the side
has a few new players in the team this time
around, who have immense potential and are
eager to perform.
“We will do our best to create a nurturing
environment for them on the way to our title
defence,” he said.

Can’t rest on laurels, time to start afresh
and retain ACT title: Harmanpreet
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Promising all-rounders
Nathan Smith and Josh

Clarkson have been awarded
New Zealand’s central contract
for the first time, replacing
Devon Conway and Finn
Allen in the 20-member list. 
Clarkson has played three
ODIs and six T20Is for the
Black Caps since debuting
against Bangladesh in
Dunedin at the end of last year,

while Smith was the standout
performer for Wellington
during the most recent
Plunket Shield season at the
domestic level in New
Zealand.
The two spots were left vacant
after Conway and Allen
declined the offers last month. 
Conway, who has signed up
for Joburg Super Kings in
SAT20, has signed a casual
agreement with NZC that will
make him available for all

internationals except for the
Sri Lanka white-ball matches
in January.
New Zealand coach Gary
Stead said Smith and Clarkson
deserved their first central
contracts and believes the duo
can make an impact at
international level over the
coming months. 
“Nathan’s been on our radar
for a while having been a
significant performer in
domestic cricket for some

time,” Stead was quoted as
saying in a New Zealand
Cricket statement.
“Josh has been involved in
both white ball squads over
the past twelve months which
shows the strides he’s made in
his game,” he said. “Josh will
provide depth and adds value
given the volume of white-ball
cricket on the horizon.” 

Both Smith and Clarkson have
also represented New Zealand
at Under-19 level at the 2016
ICC Under-19 World Cup in
Bangladesh, alongside fellow
contracted players Glenn
Phillips, Rachin Ravindra and
Ben Sears.
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The third World Test
Championship (WTC)

final will be played at the icon-
ic Lord’s between June 11 and
15 next year, announced the
International Cricket Council
on Tuesday. 
The ICC has marked June 16 as
the reserve day, if required. 
“The ICC World Test
Championship Final has quick-
ly become one of the most
anticipated events in the crick-

eting calendar and we are
pleased to announce the dates
for the 2025 edition,” said ICC
CEO Geoff Allardice in a state-
ment. The Lord’s is hosting the
WTC final for the first time as
Southampton (2021) and the
Oval (2023) were the venues for
the two previous title matches.
India featured in those two
finals, but lost to New Zealand
in the inaugural match and last
year they were defeated by
Australia. Currently, Rohit
Sharma’s India are sitting in pole

position ahead of reigning
champions Australia. India will
face the Aussies in an away five-
match series later this year in the
race to the WTC Final. 
However, New Zealand (third),
England (fourth), Sri Lanka
(fifth), South Africa (sixth) and
Bangladesh (seventh) are still in
contention for a place in the one-
off decider next year. However,
Pakistan suffered a huge setback
as Bangladesh inflicted a 0-2
defeat on them in the just-con-
cluded two-match home series.
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