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Training his guns on the
alliance partners —
Congress and the

National Conference, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Thursday launched a fiercest
attack saying that Pakistan is
doing ‘balle-balle’ over their
manifesto for the assembly
elections in Jammu and
Kashmir.
Addressing an impressive poll
rally after conducting a road
show in the Katra township,
base camp of Mata Vaishno

Devi Shrine, PM Modi said,
“Nobody is giving them
(Congress and National
Conference) any importance
here. But in Pakistan, inki balle
balle ho rahi hai (they are
being celebrated).”
Modi also accused the
alliance partners of aligning
with Pakistan’s interests. The
Prime Minister’s remarks
follow Pakistan’s Defence
Minister Khwaja Asif ’s
statement in an interview in
which he said that Pakistan
and the NC-Congress
alliance were on the same

page on the restoration of
Article 370.
“They (Congress-National
Conference) are declaring that
they will bring back Article
370. They want to return to the
era of bloodshed. The
neighbouring country is asking
questions about it. Pakistan
seems to be happy with the
C o n g r e s s - N a t i o n a l
Conference’s manifesto. The
Defence Minister of Pakistan
has openly supported it. The
agenda of Congress and the
National Conference aligns
with Pakistan’s agenda,” PM

Modi said at the rally in Katra.
He said that Pakistan has itself
exposed the Congress and the
National Conference. He went
on to say that the BJP
government will not allow the
implementation of Pakistan’s
agenda in Jammu and
Kashmir.
“Pakistan itself has exposed the
Congress and the National
Conference. They wanted to
implement Pakistan’s agenda
here... We will not allow the
implementation of Pakistan’s
agenda in Jammu and
Kashmir. No power in the
world can bring back Article
370 in Jammu and Kashmir”.
PM Modi also sounded a note
of caution saying that a vote for
Congress would lead to the
reinstatement of Article 370,
which he said would pave the
way for violence to return to
the Valley.
“Every vote given to Congress
will implement the manifesto
of PDP and NC.
PM Modi said that the
upcoming elections will be a
turning point for the region,
framing the choice as one that
will define the future of Jammu
and Kashmir. This election is
about choosing Jammu and
Kashmir’s future, “ PM Modi
said
Addressing another rally
earlier inside the fortified Sher-
i-Kashmir stadium in Srinagar
PM Modi praised the high
voter turnout in the first phase
stating that it represents a
rejection of parties that
‘sympathise with stone pelters
and terrorists’.
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Global anti-money
laundering and terror

financing body FATF on
Thursday launched its much-
awaited mutual evaluation
report on India, saying the
county’s systems were
“effective” but “major
improvements” were required
to strengthen prosecution in
these cases. The 368-page
report was released after the
assessment was adopted by the
Paris-headquartered body at
its June plenary meeting. The
last such review of India’s
combating of money
laundering and terror
financing regime was
published in 2010. 
The report, which comes after
an on-site visit of FATF experts
to India last November, has
placed the country in the
“regular follow up” category, a
distinction shared by only four
other G20 countries. India will
undergo its next evaluation in
2031. 
The report said India
implemented such an anti-
money laundering (AML) and
combating financing of terror
(CFT) system that was
effective in many respects.
It, however, said “major
improvements” were required
to strengthen the prosecution
in money laundering and

terror financing cases. It said
improvements in the system
were also required to protect
the non-profit sector from
terror abuse.
“India’s main sources of money
laundering originate from
within, from illegal activities
committed within country,” it
said, adding the country faced
“disparate” range of terror
threats, most significantly
from ISIL (Islamic State or
ISIS) or AQ-linked groups (Al
Qaeda) active in and around
Jammu and Kashmir. The
report analyses the level of
compliance with the FATF 40
Recommendations and the
level of effectiveness of India’s
AML/CFT system, and
provides recommendations on
how the system can be
strengthened. 
Finance ministry Additional
Secretary (Revenue) Vivek
Agarwal said global crime

watchdog FATF has given high
rating to India on parameters,
including financial
intelligence, anti money
laundering and terror
financing risks, as well as
disclosure of beneficial
ownership. Of the
recommendations made by
FATF, fast tracking trials in
terror financing and money
laundering cases is important.
Rest of the recommendations
are ancillary in nature,
Agarwal said.               
“We have passed the test with

distinction,” Agarwal said,
adding since India is in regular
follow up as per FATF, the
country may report risk
assessment after three year.
“But there is no compulsion on
us,” Agarwal said. On
possibility of terror financing
abuse by not-for-profit
organisations (NPO), Agarwal
said FATF has said that
preventive measures should be
taken to check terror
financing. 
The income tax department

has used multiple data points
to identify “at risk” NPOs and
there is ongoing engagement
with NPOs to sensitise them so
that they are not used as a
medium for financing terror,
Agarwal said.  “India has no
low rating (by FATF) on any
parameter... It is either high
rating or medium rating,”
Agarwal added.
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Taking strong objection to a US
court’s summons to the Indian

government over Khalistani terrorist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun’s civil suit
alleging a plot to murder him, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri on Thursday
termed it as “unwarranted” and
“unsubstantiated imputations.”
The US District Court for Southern
District of New York named the
Government of India, National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval(NSA) and
former R&AW chief Samant Goel, in
the summons.
Foreign Secretary Misri said, “As we’ve
said earlier, these are completely
unwarranted and unsubstantiated
imputations. Now that this particular
case has been lodged, it doesn’t change
our views about the underlying
situation. I would only invite your
attention to the person behind this
particular case whose antecedents are
well known.”
“I would also underline the fact that
the organisation so-called that this
person represents is an unlawful
organisation, has been declared as
such under the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act of 1967 and it has been
done so on account of its involvement
in anti-national and subversive
activities aimed at disrupting the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
India,” he added.
Pannun heads the radical Sikhs for
Justice and is known to put out
incendiary speeches and threats
against Indian leaders and institutions.
New Delhi designated him a terrorist
in 2020.
Earlier, the US District Court for
Southern District of New York named

the Government of India, National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval, former
R&AW chief Samant Goel, in the
summons. The summons also named
Indian businessman Nikhil Gupta and
R&AW agent Vikram Yadav and seeks
a reply within 21 days.
In November, the UK newspaper
Financial Times reported that the US
had thwarted a plot to kill Pannun,
who holds dual citizenship in the US
and Canada. Officials in the Joe Biden
administration later confirmed this.
In its first response, the External
Affairs Ministry had said it is a
“matter of concern” and stressed that
India has launched a high-level
probe.
“As regards the case against an
individual that has been filed in a US
court, allegedly linking him to an
Indian official, this is a matter of
concern. We have said that this is also
contrary to government policy,” then
MEA spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
had said.
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Get ready to explore the
stunning beauty and vibrant

culture of India’s tribal regions like
never before! Exciting plans are
underway to encourage tribal
communities to welcome tourists
into their homes, allowing them to
share their unique heritage.
Supporting this remarkable
initiative, the Union Tourism
Ministry plans to promote, to begin
with, 1,000 Homestays at tourism-
potential villages across the tribal
belts of the States like Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu among others. The
aim is to preserve rich traditions of
the tribal communities as well as
enhance their incomes, thus
empowering them economically

and fostering sustainable
development.
The Union Tourism Ministry plans
to provide funding to tribal
households and villages for the
construction of 5 to 10 homestays
in each tourism-potential tribal
village under its Swadesh Darshan
program.
“Each household will be eligible for
Rs 5 lakhs for the construction of
two new rooms and upto Rs 3 lakhs
for renovation of existing rooms
and Rs 5 lakh for village
community requirement,” an
official of the Ministry shared the
details.
He said that the plan is the nascent
phase and nitty-gritty will be
worked out to ensure there is no
violation of the regulations and
tribals and visitors rights are

protected.
The Ministry’s Homestay scheme
in tribal areas is part of the central
flagship Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya
Unnat Gram Abhiyan which was
cleared by the Union Cabinet

Ministry, a day ago. With a total
outlay of Rs.79,156 crore (Central
Share: Rs.56,333 crore and State
Share: Rs. 22,823 crore), the scheme
aims to improve the socio-
economic condition of tribal

communities, by adopting
saturation coverage for tribal
families in tribal-majority villages
and aspirational districts.  Around
5 crore tribals in the 63,000 villages
are expected to benefit as 549
districts and 2,740 blocks spread
across all tribal majority villages in
30 States/UTs will be covered.
The Mission comprises 25
interventions/schemes which will
be implemented by 17-line
ministries. Each
Ministry/Department would be
responsible for implementation of
schemes related to it in a time
bound manner through funds
allocated to them under the
Development Action Plan for
Scheduled Tribes (DAPST) in the
next 5 years, as per the official.
India has a scheduled tribes

population of 10.45 crore as per
2011 census and there are more
than 705 tribal communities,
spread across the country, living in
remote and hard-to-reach areas.
As the Union Tourism Ministry
advances plans for homestays in
tribal regions, the Madhya Pradesh
Tourism Board (MPTB) is already
leading the way. Many tribal
families have opened their homes
as homestays as a part of the
homestay project of the MPTB, and
are now ready to host visitors.
According to the MPTB officials,
rural tribal communities have
established over 64 new homestays
across 28 villages.
Post-COVID, homestays have
become a favored option for
travelers seeking unique and
personal experiences. “They often

allow guests to immerse
themselves in local culture, enjoy
homemade meals, and access off-
the-beaten-path attractions. For
homeowners, turning a property
into a homestay can be financially
rewarding, providing a steady
income stream while allowing
them to share their space and
hospitality with others.”
It’s a win-win, creating memorable
experiences for guests and
fostering connections between
visitors and local communities,
said an official from the Ministry.
According to Cognitive Market
Research, India homestay market
had a market share of USD 540.44
million in 2024 and is projected to
grow at a Compounded Annual
Growth Rate(CAGR)  of 11.0%
during the forecast period.
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Afirst year college student
of Delhi University died,

one was grievously injured
while three received minor
injuries when their speeding
SUV crashed into a guardrail
that pierced through the
middle of the vehicle near
Rajghat in north Delhi on
early Thursday.
The deceased has been
identified as a 19 year old
Aishwarya Pandey, who was
sitting just behind the driver
seat. He is a first-year
Bachelor of Arts (BA) student
at Delhi University’s
Deshbandhu College and
hailed from Uttar Pradesh’s
Etawah. He had rented the car
for a night to celebrate his
birthday.

According to police, the
black coloured Hyundai
Venue car had five
occupants, all students of
Delhi University colleges,
who were returning from a
birthday party at a pub in
neighbouring Gurugram.
Prima facie, it appears that the
car was being driven at a high
speed and the driver lost
control leading to the crash,
police said, adding that the
incident occurred on the
stretch of road from Shanti
Van to Geeta Colony.
“The car was going from
Shanti Van Red light towards
Geeta Colony, when it
reached at ISBT Slip road at
around 05.52 am where it
collided with the divider,”
DCP North Manoj Kumar
Meena said.
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Twenty-one houses were
set on fire in Bihar’s

Nawada district near the
Capital city Patna.
Preliminary investigation
suggested that a land dispute
could be the cause behind the
incident that happened in
Manjhi Tola in Mufassil
police station area on
Wednesday late evening.
Nawada District Magistrate
Ashutosh Kumar Verma said
the district police has arrested
15 people for allegedly
torching the houses. Verma
said approximately 21 houses,
some of which were semi-
pucca, were burned by a
group in Manjhi Tola. He
added that senior
administrative and police
officials on-site will provide a
report detailing the exact
number of damaged houses.
A police officer said shots
were also fired in the air when
the houses were being
torched. Investigations have
revealed that out of a total of
34 houses that were set on
fire, 21 were completely
destroyed and 13 were
damaged partially.
A Special Investigation Team
(SIT) has been formed to
investigate further, and
searches are ongoing to
apprehend the remaining

suspects. “We are providing
relief materials, including
food packets and drinking
water, to those displaced.
Temporary tents have been
set up for the victims,” he
noted. The DM refuted claims
that cattle were charred,
saying, “No evidence has been
found to support that.”
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar condemned the
torching of 34 houses, mostly
belonging to SC/ST
communities, in Nawada
district and asked the
Additional Director General of
Police (Law and Order) to visit
the site and oversee the probe.
Former Deputy CM of Bihar
and RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav, said in a social media
post: “Respected, Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi Ji,
houses of Dalits have been set
on fire under your double

engine government in Bihar.
The PM must say a few words
on this ‘Mangalraj’ as
whatever is happening is all
because of the will of almighty
God and the NDA leaders
have no control over this.”
BSP president Mayawati
demanded strict action by
the Bihar government. The
former Uttar Pradesh chief
minister also called for full
financial support by the
government for
rehabilitation of the poor
victims.
Congress too slammed the
NDA government in Bihar
over the incident of setting
ablaze of houses in Nawada,
saying it is another proof of
the “jungle raj” prevailing in
the state and shows the
dispensation’s “utter
indifference” towards Dalits
and the deprived.
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Cong, NC celebrated in Pak: Modi

	
�■ ��
���

Hezbollah fired a new barrage into
northern Israel on Thursday,

continuing its drumbeat of exchanges
with the Israeli military as fears of a
greater war rise after hundreds of
electronic devices exploded in Lebanon,
killing at least 32 people and wounding
more than 3,000 others.
The device explosions appeared to be the
culmination of a monthslong operation
by Israel to target as many Hezbollah
members as possible all at once. Over two
days, pagers and walkie-talkies used by
Hezbollah detonated, wounding and even
crippling some fighters, but also maiming
civilians connected to the group’s social
branches and killing at least two children.
It was unclear how the attack fit into
warnings by Israeli leaders in recent weeks
that they could launch a stepped-up
military operation against Hezbollah,
Lebanon’s strongest armed force. The
Israeli government has called it a war aim
to end the Iranian-backed group’s
crossborder fire in order to allow tens of
thousands of Israelis to return to homes
near the border.
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India takes strong objection to US
court’s summons over Pannun’s suit
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In the absence of promotion in
government schools in the
state, the vacant posts have

been filled by the department by
taking action of higher post
charge. From April-2024 till
now, about 15 thousand teachers
of the department have been
given higher post charge. The
School Education Department
has maintained transparency in
the process of giving higher post
charge.
In the higher post charge, the
department gave the opportuni-
ty to the teachers to voluntarily
select the school through online
counselling and after this the
school selected by the teachers
was allotted in merit (seniority)
order. Along with this, online
counselling was done for the
teachers working in government
schools having surplus teachers
in the interest of the students. For

this, 12 thousand 900 govern-
ment teachers gave consent. On
the basis of the consent received
from them, posting was made in
the government schools selected
by them.
The department has completed
the document verification
process of 3198 teachers through
the recruitment process based on
the results of the selection test of
higher secondary teachers. After
verification, appointment orders
are being issued to eligible teach-
ers.
Guest teachers were arranged for
the vacant posts of teachers in the
state. All the proceedings relat-
ed to their application and join-
ing were made through online
process. In such government
schools, where guest teachers
were working last year and there
was a vacant post in that school
in this academic session as well,
then such guest teachers were
given the facility to join under
the online joining system on the

portal itself. In this academic ses-
sion, the department started the
process of online choice filling
for the convenience of guest
teachers, so that guest teachers
can get suitable schools on the
basis of merit. Such applicants,
who have passed the eligibility
test, were given 30 marks and
guest teachers already working
were given a maximum of 50
marks at the rate of 10 marks per
year on the basis of their expe-
rience. The department pre-
pared their score card through
this method. The process of
school allocation is being done
on the basis of merit of the score-
card.
The School Education
Department has made the guest
teacher invitation system com-
pletely online. As per the instruc-
tions of the High Court, the pan-
els of guest teachers prepared at
the school level in the previous
years have been registered online
on the GFMS portal.
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New York based NRI Indu
and Shyam Gajwani have
initiated the cataract

surgeries of 100 poor eye
patients in a 3 day camp held at
Sewa Sadan Eye Hospital. These
patients were brought from
nearby places like Badi, Bareli,
Seoni Malwa and Gandhi Nagar. 
In all 275 out eye patients were
diagnosed, of them 100 patients
identified for their cataract surg-
eries. This camp was organized

jointly by Sewa Sadan Eye
Hospital, Jeev Sewa Sansthan
and Long Island Indo American
Lions Club. On this occasion
office bearers of SSEH Managing
Trustee AC Sadhwani, Trustee
Rajkumar Moolchandani, Dr.
Deepak Jhangiyani and
Executive Officer P.S. Rathor
were also present. 
The founder chair person of the
club Indu Gajwani and her
spouse Shyam have inquired
about well being of the patients
and medical facilities being ren-

dered by the SSEH. The patients
openly appreciated the quality of
treatment and service spirit of
volunteers. 
Philanthropist couple distrib-
uted food to the patients.
Mahesh Dayaramani Secretary
JSS, told them that over 2.35
lakh free cataract surgeries
have so far been performed in
last 37 years in the hospital. The
SSEH is not only eradicating
blindness from the society but
also trying to enhance the
human development.
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AIIMS Bhopal, through its
Centre of Happiness, orga-
nized the first lecture in its

Expert Lecture Series, focusing
on ‘Holistic Value Education:
Perspectives from Bharat k
parampareyen with special ref-
erence to Patañjali Yogas?tras and
Upani?ads", on Thursday, 19
September 2024. The lecture was
delivered by Dr. Richa Chopra,
Assistant Professor and Core
Faculty at the Centre of
Excellence for Indian Knowledge
Systems, IIT Kharagpur, and
Senior Faculty with the Art of
Living Foundation.
In his address, Prof. (Dr.) Ajai
Singh, Executive Director, AIIMS
Bhopal, underscored the signif-
icance of this initiative: "At
AIIMS Bhopal, we are commit-
ted not only to clinical excellence
but also to fostering a culture of
holistic well-being. This collab-
oration with the Rekhi
Foundation and the Indian
Knowledge Systems reflects our
broader vision of integrating
age-old wisdom with modern
medical practice. The insights
from the Patañjali Yogas?tras
and Upani?ads, provide invalu-
able lessons for healthcare pro-
fessionals, helping them maintain
a healthy balance between pro-

fessional responsibilities and per-
sonal well-being." Prof. Singh also
highlighted the importance of
value-based education in build-
ing compassionate healthcare
professionals who can offer not
only physical care but emotion-
al and spiritual support to
patients.
Dr. Richa Chopra, with her vast
experience in the field of Indian
Knowledge Systems and holistic
education, emphasized the rele-
vance of ancient wisdom, par-
ticularly the teachings of the
Patañjali Yogas?tras and the
Upani?ads, in modern times.
She explained how these philoso-
phies offer guidance for inte-
grating mental, emotional, and
spiritual well-being into daily life,
particularly within academic and
healthcare environments. Dr.
Chopra highlighted the impor-
tance of self-awareness, ethical
living, and mindfulness as essen-
tial tools for a balanced life.
This session was held in acade-
mic collaboration with the Rekhi
Foundation for Happiness and
the Department of Translational
Medicine at AIIMS Bhopal,
aimed at providing the academ-
ic community and healthcare
professionals insights into India's
rich knowledge systems, partic-
ularly in the context of holistic
well-being.
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President Draupadi Murmu
has called for everyone to
move forward in building

a Swachh Bharat, a Swasth
Bharat, and a Vikasit Bharat.
Only cleanliness can make the
country healthy and developed.
All countrymen should coop-
erate in this work coordinately
for a developed nation. Madhya
Pradesh has achieved a leading
position in the field of urban
and rural sanitation.
Many cities of Madhya Pradesh
have been declared the best
cities for cleanliness. Indore
has been declared the cleanest
city in the country for the 7th
consecutive time. Bhopal has
become the cleanest capital.
The President congratulated
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
and his entire team for their
remarkable work in the field of

cleanliness.
Murmu was addressing the
felicitation ceremony of Safai
Mitras in Ujjain on Thursday.
He also honoured Safai Mitras
Rashmi Tankle, Kiran Khode,
Shobha Ghavri, Anita Chavre
and Gopal Khare. The President
also performed the bhoomi
pujan of the Ujjain-Indore six-
lane road to be built for Rs 1692
crore. At the outset, President
Murmu was welcomed by
Governor Mangubhai Patel and
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav who
presented her a bouquet and a
replica of Mahakal Lok. On this
occasion, Deputy Chief
Minister Jagdish Deora,
Minister in-charge Gautam
Tetwal, Urban Development
and Housing Minister Kailash
Vijayvargiya, Public Works
Minister Rakesh Singh, Water
Resources Minister Tulsiram
Silawat and Minister of State for

Urban Development and
Housing  Pratima Bagri were
also present.  
Murmu said that Avantika is the
holy and pious city of Baba
Mahakal. The Gupta period
was the golden age of Indian
history and at that time Ujjain
was an important city of India
with an ancient tradition of cul-
ture and civilization here.
President Murmu said that 2000
years ago, Ujjain was an excel-
lent center of transportation sys-
tem besides being the center of
international trade. The great
poet Kalidas has given a won-
derful depiction of the vastness
and grandeur of Ujjaini in his
Meghdoot. The importance that
Alkapuri city has in Devlok, is
the same importance that Ujjain
city has on earth. I bow down
to Baba Mahakal, Avantika city,
and the holy Kshipra river.
The President said that many

efforts are being made for the
integrated development of
Ujjain and the state. Bhoomi-
pujan of Ujjain-Indore six lane
road has been performed in
Ujjain today. Vikram
Udyogpuri Medical Devices
Park is being built here.
Expressways and elevated cor-
ridors are being built in
Madhya Pradesh. Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav has made
commendable efforts.
Murmu said that in the last 10
years, cleanliness in India has
become a nationwide cam-
paign. In the second phase of
the cleanliness campaign, we
have to achieve the goal of com-
plete cleanliness in the country
by 2025. Work is in progress
towards total freedom from
open defecation and excellence
in solid and liquid waste man-
agement in the country. We
have to fulfill Mahatma

Gandhi's ideal of cleanliness. I
myself started my career with
working for cleanliness. I was
the Vice President in the
Municipal Council and used to
go to the wards and work for
cleanliness and make people
aware. Today, awareness about
cleanliness has increased
among the countrymen. Many
cities of Madhya Pradesh have
been awarded as 'Water+' and
'ODF++'.
Murmu said that sanitation
workers are frontline cleanliness
warriors. I feel proud to honour
them today. We will protect the
safety, dignity, and welfare of
sanitation workers. "Manholes"
are being abolished in the coun-
try and now "Machine Holes"
are being made. Many schemes
are being run to benefit the san-
itation workers. Madhya
Pradesh has done remarkable
work in this field.
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BJP state president and
Khajuraho MP Vishnudutt
Sharma, state in-charge

Mahendra Singh and co-in-
charge Satish Upadhyay on
Thursday demanded action reg-
istration of an FIR against Rahul
Gandhi and other Congress
leaders for using abusive lan-
guage against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
BJP state president said that the
kind of words and language
used by Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi against Modi, who holds
a constitutional post like the
Prime Minister, is not only an
insult to the Constitution but also
to the country and his act falls
under the category of treason. 
Therefore, an application has
been given to register an FIR
against him. Party workers are
angry with Rahul Gandhi's act
and today an FIR has been
lodged against him in the entire
state.BJP state president Sharma
said that Rahul Gandhi and
other Congress leaders are con-
stantly insulting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Rahul Gandhi
has insulted the post of Prime
Minister by using abusive words
like "We will dig your grave",
"vile", "merchant of death", "ven-
omous snake", "scorpion", "rat",

"Ravana", "Bhasmasura", "use-
less", "will bury you in the
ground", "demon", "wicked",
"murderer", "Hindu Jinnah",
"General Dyer", "cataract
patient", "pickpocket", "black
Englishman", "coward", "modern
incarnation of Aurangzeb",
"Duryodhan", "Hindu terrorist",
"thief ", "will chop you into
pieces" etc. 
This is a heinous crime, not only
the Prime Minister but also 140
crore people of the country have
been insulted by this. This comes
under the category of treason.
Sharma further said that delib-
erately insulting the Constitution
of the country and the persons
holding constitutional posts has
become a habit of Rahul Gandhi.
He said that BJP's National
President JP Nadda has written
a letter to Congress's National
President Mallikarjun Kharge
regarding this, in which it has
been told in detail that when
Rahul Gandhi has used abusive
language and words against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his parents. 
Sharma said that in the letter,
Shri Kharge has been asked
that under what pressure he pro-
tects Rahul Gandhi, who is
constantly insulting the
Constitution, and keeps glori-
fying him.
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Negotiation and peo-
ple management
skills play a pivotal

role in the daily grind of
deputy collectors and dur-
ing special projects or
operations requiring them
to assemble, lead and
empower a diverse and
robust task force.
Keeping in view, the need
for officers to hone and
sharpen their negotiation
and people management
skills, RCVP Naronha
Academy organized a
training session. 
The session was a part of
the foundational training
program for more than 30
deputy collectors. Naveen
Krishna Rai, writer of “Life
Management” book and
senior manager, govern-
ment affairs, IIM Indore,
was the resource person
for the session.The session
familiarized the officers
with the vital aspects of

negotiation and people
management. It explored a
diverse set of management
theories and models
describing and prescribing
the approaches of negoti-
ation and managing peo-
ple within and outside
their team, department
and organization and
understanding how people
make their decisions.
Elaborating upon how

people make decisions, the
underlying imperatives to
understand people better
were deliberated upon,
which states that people
have their self-beliefs. 
People tend to resist infor-
mation that is contradic-
tory to the self-belief. 
With the help of prospect
theory, participants were
told that people value
gains and losses differ-

ently, placing
more weight on
perceived gains vs
perceived losses.
An individual will
often pick the
option of having
perceived games.
Talking about
negotiation, Rai
told the partici-
pants about dif-
ferent styles,
stages and strate-
gies of negotia-
tion. 
Talking in detail
about the various

stages of negotiation, he
told the participants that
while preparing for any
negotiation, one should
think and understand
what is the "best alterna-
tive to a negotiated agree-
ment" available to them in
case that negotiation fails,
and they should not accept
any offer lower than the
value of that available
alternative.
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Family members and
locals created ruckus
outside Aishbagh police

station after a 55-year-old
PWD employee died in
police custody. 
The police had called him to
Aishbagh police station on
the complaint of his daugh-
ter-in-law. He reached the
police station with his wife
and son on Wednesday
evening where his health
deteriorated. Family alleged
that he was terrified due to
the misbehavior of the sub-
inspector.
Wife of the deceased Rubina
told that her husband was
getting disturbed and was not
feeling well, she also told
this to the Sub Inspector.
The Sub Inspector did not
allow him to go to the hos-
pital. Her husband's hands

and legs started getting stiff.
On this, the SI said that he is
trying to fool, I will lock him
in the lockup and beat him
with sticks. After this, he fell
unconscious. He was rushed
to Hamidia Hospital, where
doctors declared him dead.
DCP Zone-1 Priyanka Shukla
has said that a judicial inves-
tigation will be conducted in
the incident. She said that
Mohammad Akram (55), res-
ident of Bagh Farhat Afza,
was a class four employee in
PWD. He used to work in the
office located at Bharat
Talkies. On Wednesday
evening at 7 his 19-year-old
daughter-in-law reached
Aishbagh police station to
register a case of dowry
harassment.
On receiving the news of the
death of Mohammad Akram
in police custody, relatives
and acquaintances gathered

outside his house. During
this, there was talk of gherao
the police station. However,
after the persuasion of the
officers, no kind of demon-
stration was done outside
the police station. As a pre-
caution, a police force of
three police stations has been
deployed outside the police
station.
According to the police, an
argument took place between
the family of the deceased
Akram and the family of the
daughter-in-law in the police
station itself. 
Meanwhile, his health start-
ed deteriorating. The family
immediately took him to
Hamidia Hospital. The police
have denied the incident of
assault in the police station.
On checking the footage of
CCTV cameras installed in
the police station, it was also
found that Akram and his

family were not beaten or
misbehaved with.
The deceased's wife Rubina
said that the daughter-in-
law starts staying at her
maternal home frequently.
She does not return even
after persuasion. Presently
she is staying at her maternal
home on her own will. We do
not know when she com-
plained to the police station.
On Wednesday evening at
6.30, SI Anil Srivastava of
Aishbagh police station came
home with the daughter-in-
law's brother.
He asked the entire family to
go to the police station imme-
diately. We said that we would
come to the police station in
some time. He threatened
that if we do not come to the
police station soon, he will
take us away beating us.
When we reached the police
station in a short while, he

started misbehaving with us.
The SI said that if the
woman's side is strong, one-
sided action will be taken.
He started pressuring her
saying that you are harassing
your daughter-in-law, you
will all go to jail. Meanwhile,
the husband's health deterio-
rated. He told that he is feel-
ing nervous, allow him to sit
outside in the open. On this,
the SI scolded him.
Meanwhile, the husband's
hands and legs started getting
stiff.
According to Rubina, she
cried and said that let me take
my husband to the hospital,
the SI said that he is acting, I
will lock him in the lockup
and beat him. After this, the
husband became uncon-
scious. He was taken to the
hospital. The doctors declared
him dead. Strict action should
be taken against the SI.
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Bhopal: As part of Swachhta
Pakhwada campaign, Indira
Gandhi Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya (IGRMS) orga-
nized plantation drive in collab-
oration with Press Information
Bureau (PIB), Bhopal. 
Director Prof. Amitabh Pandey
said that this program has been
designed to emphasize the
importance of biodiversity and
environmental cleanliness.
Planting trees is an important
activity as it contributes signifi-
cantly in increasing the green
cover, which plays a vital role in
maintaining ecological balance. 
Trees act as natural air purifiers,
absorbing carbon dioxide and
releasing oxygen, improving air
quality. 
Additionally, they provide habi-
tats for a variety of species, sup-
port biodiversity, and help com-
bat climate change by seques-
tering carbon. During the cam-
paign, participants actively par-
ticipated in planting various
types of saplings, contributing to
the green cover and promoting
ecological balance. 
Varsha Shukla Pathak, Deputy
Director, PIB said that the aim of
this initiative was not only to
enhance the local environment
but also to raise awareness about
the importance of biodiversity
and the need for sustainable
practices. 
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Madhya Pradesh
assembly and Lok
Sabha polls are over,

but BJP leaders at all levels
of hierarchy are working
overtime to make the party
largest and most populous in
the world.
All corporators, MLAs, MPs
and party functionaries are
working overtime to increase
BJP membership by launch-
ing a special drive named as
Sangathan Parv. The party
leaders and workers are des-
perately working to meet the
assigned targets even if it
means employing all means
and methods to achieve the
goal.
All BJP leaders are at present
busy in completing targets of
making members of the saf-
fron party. Every post hold-

er has been given a target of
including new members, like
a corporator has to make
5,000 members, legislator
has a target of 15,000, while
the parliamentarian has to
make 25,000 members.
Since, the target is extensive,
it has been transferred
downwards, the supporters
of MP, MLA and corporators
are busy approaching people
and getting them included as
members.
An incident reported in
Tikamgarh on Monday
clearly shows how desperate
the BJP activists are in mak-
ing people member of the

saffron party. One
Manvendra Singh Yadav, 27,
accused four unidentified
persons of beating him up at
a toll plaza located on
National Highway - 39
under the jurisdiction of
Bamitha police station.
He stated that they asked
him to become a member of
BJP and when he refused, he
was thrashed. Later, he
lodged a complaint and an
FIR has been registered
against unidentified per-
sons.
Talking to 'The Pioneer',
State BJP Spokesperson
Rajneesh Agrawal stated that

the allegations of that person
are baseless. When lakhs of
people are taking member-
ship of the party, his allega-
tions can't be believed.
Madhya Pradesh Congress
Media in-charge Mukesh
Nayak said that this is not
the only incident. Several
such incidents have come to
fore, but not reported to
police. BJP leaders and
workers are pressurising
Anganwadi employees and
contract employees and
those engaged in preparing
mid-day meal, for becoming
members of the BJP.
As a part of the national
campaign, under the
Sangathan Parv, the prospec-
tive members are provided
with a link of a website-
narendramodi.in, where the
individual has to submit
his/her mobile number and
get a verification code. After

submitting the code, a com-
plete form is opened where
one has to submit personal
details including full name,
address, state, district, con-
stituency, date of birth and a
photograph.
In the year 2014, the BJP
during its massive member-
ship drive had launched
innovative membership with
'Missed call '  and later
claimed that it become the
World's number one politi-
cal party. However, after-
wards, it had come to light
that fake membership was in
large number. In Madhya
Pradesh, there were 98 lakh
new members, but out of
them only 67 lakh were gen-
uine.
Learning a lesson from pre-
vious fake members, this
time, the party is getting
filled complete details of the
member.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav is actively engaging
with industrialists through

roadshows in major industrial
cities across the country to boost
investment and promote bal-
anced economic development
in all regions of Madhya Pradesh.
This initiative has already shown
positive results. In line with
these efforts, Dr. Yadav will hold
discussions with industrialists
and organizations from both
India and abroad at the Global
Investment Summit (GIS),
scheduled for September 20,
2024, at the JW Marriott Hotel
in Kolkata. The roadshow will
provide a key platform for direct
interaction between the govern-
ment and industrialists. The

Kolkata GIS is expected to host
around 350 delegates, including
over 60 distinguished guests and
consulate representatives from
more than eight countries. The
primary goal of this event is to
highlight investment opportu-
nities between West Bengal and
Madhya Pradesh and to
strengthen trade relations.
Yadav will brief prominent
industrialists, investors, and busi-
ness representatives in Kolkata
on the industrial growth,
investor-friendly policies, and
numerous investment opportu-
nities available in Madhya
Pradesh. This roadshow is a key
initiative under the Madhya
Pradesh government's efforts to
position the state as a leading
investment hub. It is set to play
a pivotal role in advancing the
"Invest in Madhya Pradesh" cam-

paign, driving the state's indus-
trial development to new heights.
The Chief Minister will hold
one-on-one discussions with
around 22 industry representa-
tives from India and abroad,
including key players from the
steel, hosiery, and garment sec-
tors, as well as logistics indus-
trialists and the German
Consulate. In addition to these
meetings, he will engage with top
industrialists over lunch and
dinner to discuss investment
opportunities. Dr. Yadav will
emphasize Madhya Pradesh’s
investor-friendly industrial poli-
cies, robust infrastructure, stable
administrative support, and
attractive incentives for investors.
The state's consistent industrial
policy, excellent logistics con-
nectivity, reliable power supply,
abundant natural resources, and

highly skilled workforce make it
a compelling destination for
investment. During the road-
show, the Chief Minister will
encourage industrialists to join
forces and partner with the
state’s development initiatives.
Principal Secretary of Industrial
Policy and Investment
Promotion Shri Raghavendra
Singh will give a presentation
on investment policy and
opportunities in the state. Also,
a presentation will be given by
the concerned department
heads on investment opportu-
nities in MSME in Madhya
Pradesh, investment opportu-
nities in IT, ITES, and ESDM
sector in Madhya Pradesh,
investment opportunities in
the tourism sector, investment
opportunities in mining and
mineral sector.
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Bank of Baroda has been
awarded 'First Prize'
under the Government

of India's 'Rajbhasha Kirti
Puraskar' Scheme for the
year 2023-2024 for out-
standing performance in
Official Language
Implementation. The award
was received by Bank's
Managing Director & CEO,
Debadatta Chand, at the
hands of Hon'ble Minister of
Home Affairs & Co-opera-
tion, Govt. of India Amit
Shah, during the Hindi
Diwas - 2024 & Fourth Akhil
Bhartiya Rajbhasha
Sammelan held on
September 14, 2024, at
Bharat Mandapam, New
Delhi. 
It is noteworthy that Bank of

Baroda has received
Rajbhasha Kirti Puraskar
consecutively for the third
year in the nationalised Bank
category, which includes two
'First Prizes' and one 'Second
Prize'.
This award also reflects the
Bank's responsiveness
towards its customers who
converse in Hindi and other
Indian languages and feel
more comfortable receiving
banking services in the same. 
The Bank, through its Mobile
Banking App 'bob World',
provides banking services in
Hindi as well as in other
Indian languages. In addi-
tion, the Bank has ensured
availability of transaction-
related SMS facilities in Hindi
and other Indian languages
for its customers.
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The only white tigress of
Bhopal's Van Vihar
National Park died on

Thursday, 15-year-old tigress
Riddhi was reportedly unwell
and had not eaten for the past
two days. 
Riddhi was brought to Van
Vihar from Indore Zoo on
December 28, 2013 at the age
of 4. Since then she was the
center of attraction for tourists
in Van Vihar. Tourists used to
come especially to see the
white tigress. She was kept in
the display ward in Van Vihar.
She was brought to Van Vihar
from Indore Zoo under the
exchange scheme.
Siddhi was the only white
tiger in Van Vihar. Now there
are 15 tigers in Van Vihar.

White tigress Riddhi died on
the night of September 18. She
was found lying in her house
on Thursday morning.
Wildlife doctor Dr. Atul Gupta
examined her and she was
declared dead. Earlier on
Wednesday, she was in normal
condition in her housing. 
According to the Van Vihar
management, Riddhi had not
taken her regular food for the
last 2 days. However, she nor-
mally does this often.
The postmortem of the tigress
was done jointly by Van
Vihar's wildlife doctor Dr.
Atul Gupta, assistant wildlife
doctor Dr. Hamza Nadeem
Farooqui, Wildlife SOS Dr.
Rajat Kulkarni. The cause of
death was found to be internal
organ failure due to old age.
Samples of the dead white

tigress have been collected
and sent to the School of
Wildlife Forensic Health
Jabalpur for testing.
After postmortem, the dead
tigress was cremated as per
rules in Van Vihar National
Park in the presence of Forest
Conservator Bhopal Circle
Bhopal, Director Van Vihar
and other officers and employ-
ees.
Van Vihar Deputy Director
SK Sinha said that there are
now 15 tigers left in Van
Vihar. Generally, the lifespan
of a healthy tiger living in the
forest is 12 to 13 years. In the
zoo, their lifespan is 15-16
years. In such a situation,
Riddhi lived well. However,
white tigers are not very
healthy. They are white due to
a change in their genes.
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Bhopal: Sahityotsav Jashn-e-
Adab Cultural Kaarva’n
Virasat 2024, a significant cul-
tural event celebrating Indian
art, culture, and literature,
will be held in Bhopal, the cap-
ital city of Madhya Pradesh. 
This two-day cultural festival
will take place on September
21 and 22, 2024, at the Old
Ravindra Bhawan
Auditorium, Professors
Colony, Raj Bhavan Road.
The program is organized in
collaboration with the
Ministry of Culture
(Government of India), the
Ministry of Tourism
(Government of India), and
the Income Tax Department,
Bhopal. 
Eminent artists from across
India will present their artis-
tic works at the festival.
Notably, entry will be free for
all. 
Various cultural programs
such as Ghazal, Drama,
Mushaira, and Kavi Sammelan
will be featured during the
two-day event. The first day
will start at 2:00 PM on
September 21, 2024, with an
opening ceremony. Following
this, the program “Rajbhasha,
Dariya Prem Ka” will be held. 
“Dastangoi,” presented by Syed
Sahil Aga, will be a major
attraction of the day.
Additionally, Om Nischal,
Indu Srivastava, Rachit Dixit,
Aman Akshar, and renowned
Kathak dancer Vidha Lal will
showcase their art. 
Padmashree Ustad Ahmed
Hussain and Padmashree
Ustad Mohammad Hussain
will add charm to the “Sham-
e-Ghazal” gathering with their
ghazals.The second day will
begin at 1:00 PM on
September 22, 2024, with an
engaging Baitbaazi program.
Following this, Om Nischal
will present his views on 75
years of Hindi as the official
language. 
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Obscene photos were
shared in a WhatsApp
group of the village

from the mobile number of the
Sachiv of a village panchayat in
the state capital.
Many students and intellectu-
als are also members in this
group who protested. After
this, this matter also reached
the officers of the district pan-
chayat. In the afternoon, the
District Panchayat CEO Rituraj
Singh suspended the Sachiv. 
Meanwhile the Sachiv has also
complained to the cyber crime
police.
According to the information,
a WhatsApp group has been
formed from 'Gram Panchayat
Sewaniya Omkara'. In which
many students and intellectu-

als including Sachiv Antar
Singh are also connected. 
In this group, 6 obscene pho-
tos were shared from the
mobile number of the Sachiv at
11.56 pm on Wednesday night.
In this matter, the matter also
reached the Zilla Parishad CEO
Rituraj Singh.
CEO Singh suspended the
Sachiv in the afternoon. It was
written in the suspension order
many students and intellectu-
als of the village are also con-
nected in this WhatsApp
group. You have shared an
indecent post (photo) in the
government group. This act
falls under the purview of
gross indiscipline and negli-
gence towards one's official
duty, which is against the pro-
visions of MP Panchayat
Service (Conduct) Rules- 1999.
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Bhopal: Deputy Chief Minister
Rajendra Shukla stated that the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) has been providing sup-
port for public welfare initia-
tives for several years. He
emphasized that ADB’s global
experience and assistance
would help strengthen health-
care services in Madhya
Pradesh. The ADB delegation
made a courtesy visit to the
Deputy Chief Minister at
Vallabh Bhawan. 
Deputy Chief Minister Shukla
discussed various subjects relat-
ed to cooperation in the health-
care sector with the ADB del-
egation.
The Deputy Chief Minister
held discussions with the ADB
delegation on various inter-
ventions aimed at enhancing
healthcare services in Madhya
Pradesh. The ADB delegation
provided details on their efforts
in different countries to control
communicable and non-com-

municable diseases, eradicate
tuberculosis through advanced
diagnostics and the latest treat-
ment systems, and to strength-
en healthcare policies.
Additionally, there was an in-
depth discussion on ADB’s
support in the healthcare sec-
tor across various Indian states,
as well as potential areas of col-
laboration in Madhya Pradesh.
Notably, over the past 25 years,
ADB has supported Madhya
Pradesh in sectors such as
energy, infrastructure, and
urban development etc.
Deputy Chief Minister Shukla
noted that under the strong and
visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
India’s economy has grown
stronger. He highlighted that
education and healthcare are
among the Prime Minister’s top
priorities. Welfare schemes are
being implemented to provide
quality education to children
and youth and to ensure acces-

sible healthcare services for
all citizens. Efforts are contin-
uously being made to enhance
and ensure the availability of
these services.
Shukla also shared that the
expansion of infrastructure
and the availability of state-of-
the-art medical equipment in
the healthcare sector are being
ensured. 
To encourage private sector
participation, efforts are being
made to establish medical col-
leges in 12 districts through the
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model. He added that
seats in MBBS and specialist
courses have been increased to
ensure a skilled workforce in
the health sector. Over the
next two years, more than
25,000 personnel are expected
to be recruited in the healthcare
sector. Continuous efforts are
being made to ensure the avail-
ability of specialists in rural
areas.
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Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor will head the

parliamentary standing com-
mittee on external affairs and
veteran leader Digvijaya Singh
will head the panel on educa-
tion, party sources said on
Thursday.
Former Punjab chief minister
Charanjit Singh Channi will
lead the parliamentary
standing committee on
agriculture and Koraput MP
Saptagiri Ulaka will head the
panel on rural development.
Channi, who is a Dalit, and
Ulaka, who hails from a tribal
community, were chosen by
the party with social justice
being the centrepiece of all
recent appointments.
The leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi

has been stressing the
participation of the deprived
sections in governance and
calling for the party
organisation to be more
inclusive.
The sources said the Congress
has forwarded the names of
the four leaders to head the
four department-related
parliamentary standing
committees it has been
assigned to lead.
While there has been no
official notification on the
chairship of the

parliamentary standing
committees, it is expected to
come out soon.
The Congress will chair the
Department Related Standing
Committee on External
Affairs; Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry and Food
Processing; Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj in the Lok Sabha; and
Education, Women, Children,
Youth and Sports in the Rajya
Sabha.
This was decided after hectic
parleys between the
government and the
opposition over the panels’
chairship.  Congress’ chief
whip in the Rajya Sabha
Jairam Ramesh and the party’s
deputy leader in the Lok
Sabha Gaurav Gogoi were
involved in the negotiations
with the government to arrive
at a consensus.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday urged

people to bid for the memen-
toes he has received and which
are now being auctioned, not-
ing that their proceeds will be
used for the ‘Namami Gange’
initiative.
He said in social media post,
“Every year, I auction the
various mementoes I receive
during the public
programmes. 
The proceeds of the auction
go to the Namami Gange
initiative. I’m delighted to
share that this year’s auction
has opened. Do bid for the
mementoes you find
interesting!” Namami Gange
is a government’s initiative for
conservation and
rejuvenation of the Ganga
river.
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BJP National President J P
Nadda on Thursday hit

back at Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge’s letter to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
calling it an effort to “polish and
re-launch” their “failed product”
and accused Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi of
having a history of abusing
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and OBCs, and of siding with
anti-India forces. 
Nadda also accused the grand
old party of hurling abuses at
PM Modi over 110 times in
the past decade after Kharge
asked the PM to school his
party leaders regarding the
use of “violent languages”
against Rahul Gandhi.
In a tit for tat response Nadda
wrote, 
“Respected Kharge ji, due to
what compulsion are you
trying to justify Rahul
Gandhi, a person whose
history is of abusing the entire
OBC community including
the Prime Minister of the
country by calling them
thieves, and using extremely
indecent words for the Prime
Minister of the country?”
He further criticized Kharge
for allegedly overlooking or
ignoring past actions of
Congress leaders, including
Rahul Gandhi. “It’s
unfortunate that under the
influence of its ‘famous
prince,’ the oldest political
party in the country has now
become a ‘copy-paste’ party,”
Nadda’s letter stated.
“After reading that letter, I felt

that the things said by you are
far from reality. It seems that
in the letter you have either
forgotten the misdeeds of
your leaders including Rahul
Gandhi or have deliberately
ignored them, so I felt that it is
important to bring those
things to your notice in detail.
It is sad that the oldest
political party of the country
has now become a ‘copy &
paste’ party under the pressure
of its famous prince,” Nadda
responded in the letter.
Further intensifying his
attacks, the BJP chief said, “It
is very sad that the oldest
political party of the country
has now become a ‘copy and
paste’ party under the pressure
of its famous ‘yuvraaj’
(prince).” Listing over a series
of abuses, Nadda alleged, 
“In the last 10 years, the
leaders of Congress and
Company have abused the
country’s illustrious Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
ji more than 110 times and the
unfortunate thing is that the
top leadership of Congress is
also involved in this.”
“Sometimes it was said ‘Modi
will dig your grave’, sometimes
it was said ‘neech’, sometimes
‘bastard’, sometimes
‘merchant of death’,
sometimes ‘poisonous snake’,
sometimes ‘scorpion’,
sometimes ‘rat’, sometimes
‘Ravan’, Sometimes
‘Bhasmasur,” he said as he
went on to mention a series of
inappropriate words.He said
that the Congress’ letter
exposed the “double
standards” of the party adding
that 
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday said

the Indian Navy’s growing
strength in the Indo-Pacific
region should not be taken for
granted and called upon the
naval commanders to continue
introspection from time to
time, and be prepared for every
situation in today’s volatile
global scenario.  This note of
caution was in apparent refer-
ence to China flexing its mus-
cle in the region. 
Making these observations
here while addressing the
second edition of Naval
Commanders Conference, he
also emphasised on the need
of a strong naval capability to
protect the economic, trade,
transport and overall national
interests.
He commended the Indian
Navy for playing a crucial role
in promoting peace and
prosperity in the Indian
Ocean, terming the region as
valuable and sensitive in view
of the economic, geopolitical,
trade and security aspects.
Pointing out that India was
once a landlocked country
with sea shores, but now it can
be seen as an island country
with land borders, Rajnath
Singh lauded the Indian
Navy’s readiness towards
safeguarding the maritime
interests of the country, which
has resulted in establishing its
credibility as the first
responder in the region.
“A large part of the world’s
trade passes through the

region, which makes it
valuable. At the same time,
incidents like piracy,
hijacking, drone attacks,
missile attacks and disruption
of sea cable connections in the
seas make it extremely
sensitive.
Our Navy has made a
significant contribution in
protecting the economic
interests of all stakeholder
nations of Indo-Pacific and in
smooth movement of goods
in the Indian Ocean region.
Its anti-piracy operations are
garnering appreciation not
only in India but also globally.
India is now seen as a
preferred security partner in
this entire region. Whenever
need be, we will ensure
security in the region,”
Rajnath Singh said.
The defence minister
reiterated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led
government’s endeavour to
make the Indian Navy more
potent by inducting state-of-
the-art ships, submarines etc.
for its capability development,
with focus on being
Aatmanirbhar. He highlighted
that 64 ships and submarines
are currently under
construction in Indian
shipyards, and orders have
been placed for 24 additional
platforms.
He added that, in the last five
years, more than two-third of
the Navy’s modernisation
budget has been spent on
indigenous procurement,
resulting in accelerated
development of the domestic
defence ecosystem.
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The BJP on Thursday
slammed the Congress-

National Conference alliance
for their remarks on restoration
of Article 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir after the Pakistani
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif
backed the allies over their
stance on Jammu &Kashmir’s
special status. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and sever-
al other BJP leaders posted
Asif ’s remarks to a Pakistani
channel that his country shared
the view of the Congress-NC
alliance that Article 370, which
gave the union territory special
powers and was scrapped in
August 2019, should be
restored.
The controversy erupted after
Pakistani Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif during an
interview with Geo News said
that the Shehbaz Sharif
government and the
C o n g r e s s - N a t i o n a l
Conference alliance are on the
“same page” on the issue of
restoration of Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Shah said the Pakistan defence
minister’s statement on the
Congress and National
Conference lending support
to Article 370 and 35A has
once “again exposed” the
opposition party. Shah also
claimed that the tune of
opposition leader Rahul
Gandhi’s party and Pakistan
has always been the same and
the Congress has always been
“hand in glove with the anti-
national forces”. 
He said the statement of
Pakistan Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif proved that the

neighbouring country and the
Congress have the “same
intentions and agenda”.
“Pakistan defence minister’s
statement about the Congress
and the JKNC’s support on
Article 370 and 35A has once
again exposed the Congress.
This statement has once again
made it clear that the
Congress and Pakistan have
the same intentions and
agenda. For the last few years,
Rahul Gandhi has been
standing with every anti-India
force, hurting the sentiments
of the countrymen,” Shah

wrote on X in Hindi. The
home minister said be it
asking for proof of air strikes
and surgical strikes against
Pakistan or saying
“objectionable things” about
the Indian Army, the tune of
the Congress Party and
Pakistan has always been the
same. 
The Congress has always been
“hand in glove with the anti-
national forces”, he asserted.
“But, the Congress party and
Pakistan forget that there is
Modi government at the
Centre, hence neither Article

370 nor terrorism is going to
come back in Kashmir,” he
said.
BJP’s Amit Malviya also
attacked Congress and Rahul
Gandhi, sharing the video of
the interview on social media.
“Pakistan’s defence minister
Khawaja Asif, on Hamid Mir’s
Capital Talk on Geo News
says, ‘Pakistan and National
Conference-Congress alliance
are on the same page in
Jammu & Kashmir to restore
Article 370 and 35A,’” he
wrote.
Former Union Minister
Rajeev Chandrasekar echoed
similar sentiments, accusing
Congress of aligning with
Pakistan on various issues. He
questioned what leverage
Pakistan might have over
Congress.
BJP general secretary Tarun
Chugh, who is in charge of the
party’s affairs in Jammu and
Kashmir, claimed the
opposition alliance is running
Pakistani agenda in the
ongoing polls. Ram Madhav,
one of the two BJP election in-
charges for the polls, said on X
while sharing Asif ’s reported

comments, “A clear challenge
to people of J&K. NC-
Congress alliance is ‘on same
page’ with Pakistan, declares
Pak Defence Minister Khwaja
Asif. People will teach a big
lesson to this treasonous
alliance in the elections. J&K
will stand with those who
stand with Hindustan, not
those ‘on same page’ with
Pakistan.” Chugh alleged that
it is now clear that the
Congress-NC alliance is
working at the behest of
Pakistani government, and
that the intention of Pakistan
to interfere in the elections has
been exposed as well.
It has been a key agenda of the
Abdullah and Gandhi families
to keep the situation unstable
in Jammu and Kashmir, he
charged.
Expressing confidence in the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir, Chugh said they
would not succumb to
Pakistan’s agenda. “The
nationalist people of Jammu
and Kashmir will not allow
the implementation of
Pakistan’s agenda through the
Gandhis and Abdullahs. 

JP Nadda hits back at
Kharge, accuses Rahul
Gandhi of abusing PM Modi
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As winter approaches and
smog becomes a concern,

a study published in The
Lancet has sounded alarm that
fine ambient particles like
PM2.5 in the environment can
directly damage arterial cells,
the risk of subarachnoid hem-
orrhage, a serious type of brain
stroke. surpassing the impact
of smoking
The research, led by an
international team from
India, the US, New Zealand,
Brazil, highlighted how PM
air pollution was responsible
for the loss of 2.6 million
healthy life years due to
subarachnoid hemorrhage in
2021, surpassing the impact
of smoking.
It has called for urgent need
for public health measures to
improve air quality and
protect vulnerable
populations like kids, elders
and those with co-

morbidities.
The authors said that air
pollution contributed to 14%
of deaths and disabilities
caused by this severe stroke
subtype, the same level as
smoking.
Data speaks: As pollution has
been on rise, in 2021, 11.9
million people experienced
new strokes—an increase of
70% since 1990—while
stroke-related deaths reached
7.3 million, a 44% rise since
1990.
The study has identified 23
modifiable risk factors
responsible for 84% of the
global stroke burden in 2021.
The top five were high
systolic blood pressure,
particulate matter air
pollution, smoking, high LDL
cholesterol, and household
air pollution. Despite
significant efforts to reduce
these risk factors, more work
is needed to mitigate the
damage caused by

environmental pollutants and
unhealthy lifestyles, said the
study.
Dr Catherine O Johnson, co-
author and lead research
scientist at the University of
Washington’s Institute for
Health Metrics and
Evaluation (IHME),
emphasised on the urgent
need for climate actions and
air pollution reduction
strategies, particularly as air

pollution is intricately linked
to climate change.
The findings, based on the
Global Burden of Disease
Study, revealed that more
than three-quarters of those
affected by strokes live in
low- and middle-income
countries.
Professor Valery Feigin from
Auckland University of
Technology, New Zealand,
explained that fine particles

like PM2.5 can directly
damage arterial cells,
increasing the risk of
ruptures.
Prof. Kalpana Balakrishnan
from Sri Ramachandra
Institute of Higher Education
and Research, Chennai, and
Dr. K. Srinath Reddy from
the Public Health Foundation
of India (PHFI) echoed these
concerns.
“Masking is not a solution
because it is impossible to
reduce exposure for large
populations with them.
Emission reductions at
source and use of cleaner
technologies are proven ways.
We just need to allocate
sufficient resources to make
green development possible,”
Prof Balakrishnan said.
According to Dr Reddy, well-
ventilated indoor spaces and
an outdoor environment with
good airflow and greenery
reduce pollution-related
complications.
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Jawhar Sircar, who had ques-
tioned the TMC govern-

ment in West Bengal over
steps taken after the Kolkata
rape-murder incident, on
Thursday resigned from his
Rajya Sabha membership.
According to official sources,
Rajya Sabha chairperson
Jagdeep Dhankhar has
accepted his resignation as
Rajya Sabha member with
immediate effect.
Sircar had recently written to
his party head and state chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
describing the steps taken by
her government in handling
the rape and murder of the
doctor at RG Kar hospital
“too little and quite late”. He
had also announced that he
would quit politics
altogether.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and US President Joe

Biden will have a substantive
engagement on the sidelines of
the Quad summit on Saturday,
and the two sides will sign at
least two agreements following
the talks.
One pact will be related to the
Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework (IPEF) and the
other memorandum of
understanding (MoU) will be
on the India-US drug
framework, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri said here on
Thursday.
Modi will pay a three-day visit
to the United States beginning
September 21 to attend the
annual Quad summit and
address the “Summit of the
Future” at the United Nations
General Assembly.
Modi will hold separate
bilateral talks with Biden,
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese and his
Japanese counterpart Fumio
Kishida on the sidelines of the
Quad summit in Wilmington,
Delaware on September 21.

At the meeting with Biden,
Modi is also expected to
apprise US President of his
recent talks with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in
Moscow and with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in Kyiv on finding
a peaceful solution to the
Russia-Ukraine conflict.
“There will be an opportunity
to have a substantive
engagement between the
prime minister and President
Biden, where they will have
the opportunity to review the
comprehensive global
strategic partnership between

India and the US, which today
covers almost every aspect of
human endeavour through
the 50-plus engagements and
bilateral dialogue
mechanisms,” Misri said. He
was briefing the media on
Modi’s trip to the US.
“It will also give an
opportunity to thank
President Biden for his
pioneering role in
strengthening the India-US
relationship and several new
initiatives, such as the
initiative on critical and
emerging technologies,” Misri
said.

The foreign secretary said
there will be an opportunity
for both sides to exchange a
few agreements, including
one on the IPEF.
The pact on the IPEF is
related to the clean economy
and fair economy pillars.
In line with Washington’s
long-term vision for the Indo-
Pacific, Biden launched the
ambitious Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for
Prosperity (IPEF) in May
2022. It is an initiative aimed
at deeper cooperation among
like-minded countries in
areas like clean energy,
supply-chain resilience and
digital trade.
Besides India, Japan and
Australia, the other member
countries of the IPEF are
Brunei Darussalam, Fiji,
Indonesia, South Korea,
Malaysia, New Zealand, the
Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam.
The IPEF has four pillars --
trade, supply-chain resilience,
clean economy and fair
economy. India is yet to join
the trade pillar and
discussions between the two
sides on it are underway.
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BJP slams Congress-NC alliance over Article 370 remarks
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The Delhi High Court on
Thursday sought the stand

of Puja Khedkar on the UPSC’s
charges that the former IAS
probationer committed per-
jury by making a false statement
in relation to her anticipatory
bail plea. Justice Subramaniam
Prasad asked Khedkar to file
her reply to the Commission’s
application, which is filed in the
proceedings on her pre-arrest
bail plea. 
“I will issue notice. File your
reply,” Justice Prasad told
Khedkar’s counsel, and listed
the matter for hearing on
September 26.  Khedkar has
been accused of cheating and
wrongly availing Other
Backward Classes (OBC) and
disability quota benefits in
civil services examination.

The UPSC submitted that
Khedkar, in her rejoinder,
made an “absolutely false”
statement on affidavit that the
Commission had collected her
biometrics during personality
tests. 
Seeking initiation of inquiry
and appropriate proceedings
against her for the violation,
the application alleged that
even in another proceedings
pending in the high court,
Khedkar has committed
“perjury”, which is an offence
under the Bhartiya Nyay
Sanhita. Senior advocate
Naresh Kaushik, appearing for
the UPSC, said her conduct
was “dangerously wrong”. 
“The claim that the
Commission collected her
biometrics is absolutely false
made with the sole aim and
purpose of deceiving this
Hon’ble Court for obtaining

favourable orders. The said
claim is denied since the
Commission did not collect
any biometric (eyes and
fingerprints) during her
Personality Test or carried out
any attempts verification on
the basis of the same. The
Commission has not collected
any biometric information
from any candidate during the
Personality Test of the Civil
Services Examinations held so
far,” the application said.
“There is little doubt in the

conclusion that the conduct of
Ms. Puja Manorama Dilip
Khedkar amounts to perjury,”
it asserted. 
Khedkar’s counsel, on the
other hand, termed the
application a “pressure tactic”.
Khedkar allegedly
misrepresented information
in her application for the
UPSC Civil Services
Examination, 2022 to get
reservation benefits. The High
Court has earlier granted her
interim protection from arrest
in the case.
Both the UPSC and the Delhi
Police have sought dismissal
of her plea for pre-arrest bail.
The UPSC initiated a series of
actions against Khedkar in
July, including lodging a
criminal case against her for
availing attempts in the civil
services exam by faking her
identity. 
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PM Modi urges
public to bid on
auctioned
mementoes

PM 2.5 pollution linked to increased brain stroke risk surpassing smoking: Study �������
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BJP  national president JP
Nadda on Thursday

released the party’s 20-point
manifesto, “Sankalp Patra”, for
Haryana ahead of the
Assembly poll, promising two
lakh government jobs,  Rs
2,100 monthly assistance to
women and government job
guarantee to Agniveers
hailing from the State. The
party also promised creation
of 10 industrial towns and full
scholarship to Scheduled
Caste (SC) and Other
Backward Class (OBC)
students of government
medical and engineering
colleges, among other things.
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini, Union Ministers M L
Khattar, Rao Inderjit Singh,
Krishan Pal Gurjar and head
of the party’s poll manifesto

committee were present at
Rohtak during the release of
the Sankalp Patra.The ruling
BJP in Haryana, which is
eyeing to ride to power for a
third consecutive term after
the polls next month, also
promised to purchase 24
crops at Minimum Support
Price (MSP).
The BJP government in
Haryana was already buying
14 crops at MSP. Last month
after Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini’s announcement,
the state cabinet gave
approval to a proposal of
buying 10 more crops at
MSP.Facing flak from
opposition parties over the
Agnipath scheme, which is
for short-term military
recruitment, Nadda said there
will be a guarantee of
government job for every
Agniveer hailing from
Haryana.

Among 20 main points in the
manifesto, the BJP promised
Rs 2,100 per month for all
women under the Lado
Lakshmi Yojna. The ruling
party said two lakh
government jobs will be given
to the youth without ‘kharchi-
parchi’, a reference to the
alleged corruption prevailing
earlier under the Congress
regime.
The ruling BJP also
announced to give cooking
gas cylinder at Rs 500 under
the Har Ghar Grihni
Yojna.Notably, the state
government is already giving
cooking gas cylinder at Rs 500
under the Har Ghar Grihini
scheme to BPL and antyodaya
families in the state. The BJP
also promised 5 lakh houses
in urban and rural areas if it is
voted to power after the
assembly elections besides a
scooter for every college-

going female student in a
rural area under the Avwal
Balika Yojna. Scholarships for
Haryana students belonging
to the OBC and SC
communities in any
government medical and
engineering colleges in the
country will be given, the BJP
manifesto stated.

Among the other promises
made by the BJP are starting
new Vande Bharat trains and
setting up of KMP Orbital
Rail corridor with the
assistance of the Centre.The
party further promised the
start of inter-city express
metro service between
Faridabad and Gurugram.

The BJP also promised setting
up of 10 industrial cities on
the line of Industrial Model
Township Kharkhoda, and
said industrialists will be
given special incentive for
giving 50,000 jobs to local
youths in every city.
Under the Chirayu-
Ayushman scheme, each
family will be given free
medical treatment of up to Rs
10 lakh and an elderly person
above 70 years of age in each
family will be provided free
medical treatment of up to Rs
5 lakh.
The party also promised
employment opportunities
for 5 lakh youths and monthly
stipend through the National
Apprenticeship Promotion
scheme.According to the
manifesto, the party will set
up welfare boards for
backward classes and a
sufficient budget for their

welfare.Sports nurseries will
come up in every district for
the Olympic Games, the
manifesto stated. Tourism
was also the focus in the
manifesto with the party
promising an Aravalli Jungle
Safari of international level in
South Haryana.
Unveiling the manifesto at the
party’s Rohtak media centre,
Nadda said the Congress had
made manifesto a “diluted
document” and “ended its
relevance”, but the BJP had
started the “culture of report
cards” and was committed to
fulfil the promises made in its
manifesto. 
Haryana has changed under
BJP’s leadership. In 2014, the
state’s per capita income was
1.37 lakh, which has
increased to 3 lakh rupees. In
terms of export, Haryana
export was only Rs 68,000
crore, which has gone up to

2.5 lakh crore,” said Nadda.
“What was the image of
Haryana 10 years back? Jobs
used to be given on paper.
Actions were taken against
people. Haryana used to be
known for land scams, so
while discussing their
manifesto, then we should
look into these facts. 
Hence, when we talk
manifesto, I want to say that
we are doing non-stop work,”
said Nadda.
Attacking the Opposition,
Nadda said 10 years ago
Haryana was known for
corruption in jobs and land
scams, but during the BJP’s
rule over the past decade the
per Capita income of the State
had doubled, exports had
grown three times and 5,800
villages were getting round-
the-clock electricity
compared with only 538 such
villages in 2014.
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Apublic interest litigation
challenging the

appointment of Manoj Saunik,
a retired IAS officer and
husband of current State Chief
Secretary Sujata Saunik, as the
chairman of the Maharashtra
Real Estate Regulatory
Authority(MahaRera), will
come up for hearing in the
Bombay High Court on
September 23.   
In his PIL filed in the high
court, noted RTI activist and
lawyer Pravin Wategaonkar
has urged the court to issue
writ of quo warran to against
Manoj Saunik and stay the
Government resolution (GR)
dated July 16, 2024 appointing
him as the MahaRera chief.
The petitioner also urged the
court to direct the
Maharashtra government to
produce all relevant
documents before it and
examine the procedure
adopted and the material
considered in the
appointment,
“The MahaRera authority is
constituted to protect the

interest of the consumers in
the real estate sector, and is
expected to adjudicate the
disputes between the
consumers and developers.
The record of Mr. Saunik
while in administration is
tainted with mala fides and
corruption, is certainly not
free from blemish,”
Wategaonkar alleged.
“The Additional Chief
Secretary (Housing) and
convenor of the Selection
committee has failed to
respond to the notice issued to
him,” the petition stated in his
PIL.
The State Housing
department, issued a GR on
16.07.2024, announced

Saunik’s appointment as the
MahaRera chairman. “The act
lays down that the chairperson
shall be appointed by the
government on the
recommendations of 3-
member selection committee,
consisting of the Chief Justice
of the High Court or his
nominee Judge, the Secretary,
Housing Dept., and the Law
secretary,” Wategaonkar said
“The law provides eligibility
for Chairman of a person as
`who is or has been’ in the
service of the state
Government and has held the
post of Additional Secretary.
The words ̀ who is or has been’
have been authoritatively
construed as meaning one
`who is or has been’ in service
`without any blemish
whatsoever’,” the petitioner
said.
Wategaonkar said that he had
issued a notice on August 19,
2024, to the convener of the
Selection Committee and
Additional Chief Secretary
(ACS), Housing alleging
“illustrative instances of
misconduct of Shri Manoj
Saunik”.
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With more than a
fortnight to go for the

announcement of the
schedule for the Maharashtra
Assembly polls, the
Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi leaders – belonging to
the Congress, NCP (Sharad
Pawar) and Shiv Sena (Uddav
Thackeray) – have begun their
final round of seat-sharing
talks for the polls.
Given that the Election
Commission of India (ECI) is
expected to announce the
Assembly poll schedule for
Maharashtra and Jharkhand
in mid October after the
completion of the ongoing
Assembly polls in J & K and
Karnataka, the political
parties in the state are gearing
themselves for 288-member
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly in the end of
November or early December. 
Not wanting to delay further
the seat-sharing tie-up among
them, the MVA leaders got
down to three-day seat-
sharing negotiations which
will continue till September
20.  
The leaders of the Congress,

NCP (SP) and UBT have
already held several rounds of
preliminary seat-sharing
talks.   
In the final round of seat-
sharing talks that began on
Wednesday, the three
constituents of the MVA will
decide on the number of seats
to be contested by each party
and the identification of the
constituencies from which
each party will field their
candidates.
Having emerged as the
number-one party in the
recent Lok Sabha polls, the
Congress has staked claim for
a maximum of 120 to 130
seats out of the total 288 seats.
The Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena (UBT) is rooting for
90 to 100 seats while the
Sharad Pawar-led NCP (SP) is

seeking 75 to 80 seats.
All the three MVA
constituents have expressed
their readiness to adopt a “give
and take” approach in the
seat-sharing talks.
The criteria being adopted for
the seat-sharing arrangement
are the performances of the
three parties in the recent Lok
Sabha polls, the base of the
three parties in the respective
constituencies and the
“winnability” factor.
On its part, the Shiv Sena
(UBT) is insisting that it be
allotted maximum number of
seats and that the
“winnability” factor should be
only criterion for the seat-
sharing tie-up. Shiv Sena’s
chief spokesperson has gone
on record saying that his
party’s votes were transferred

in a big way to the candidates
belonging to the Congress and
NCP( SP).     
In an effort to avoid
differences over the leadership
during the seat-sharing talks,
the three MVA constituents
have decided to go to the
Assembly polls under the joint
leadership of three parties. 
It may be recalled that on
September 4, NCP (SP) chief
Sharad Pawar – who is
considered the architect of the
MVA – had said that the
Opposition’s grand alliance
would declare  its nominee for
the chief minister’s post based
on which constituent party
wins the maximum seats in
the State Assembly polls.
Pawar’s announcement came
in the backdrop of the Shiv
Sena (UBT) leaders’ insistence
that their president Uddhav
Thackeray be declared as the
MVA’s chief ministerial
candidate ahead of the State
Assembly. However, after
Pawar’s announcement, the
Sena (UBT) has agreed to
accept Pawar’s suggestion that
the MVA’s chief ministerial
nominee be announced after
the State Assembly polls.    

The Congress team that is

taking part in the seat-sharing
talks comprises among AICC
general secretary Ramesh
Chennithala, state Congress
president Nana Patole,
Congress legislature party
leader Balasaheb Thorat,
while Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray and his
aide Sanjay Raut are
representing the Shiv Sena
(UBT).  
Sharad Pawar and his party’s
state unit president Jayant
Patil are  involved in the talks.   
Since there were serious
differences in the sharing of
seats like Kolhapur, Sangli,
Bhiwandi and seats of
Mumbai in the recent Lok
Sabha polls, the leaders are
trying their best to paper over
their differences.
Of the total 288 seats in the
state, Mumbai and Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR)
account for 36 and 65 seats
respectively. Naturally, the
two regions play a crucial role
in the seat-sharing talks.
Given its strong base in
Mumbai and surrounding
areas, the Shiv Sena (UBT) are
staking a claim for a larger
number of seats from Mumbai
and MMR.   
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Gurgaon, a long-time
Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) stronghold, may prove
to be an electoral challenge for
the BJP as Haryana prepares
for the October 5 Assembly
elections.
The party, thanks to six-time
parliamentarian and senior
leader Rao Inderjit Singh, has
successfully maintained a
strong grip on the Gurgaon
Lok Sabha seat, winning three
consecutive terms since 2014
and successfully defeating the
Congress and the regional
party, the Indian National Lok
Dal (INLD) in prior Assembly
battles.
However, the upcoming
assembly elections in
Gurgaon are interesting due
to the internal rifts within the
BJP following recent
candidate selections.
The Gurgaon parliamentary
constituency, which covers
nine Assembly seats across
three districts, four in
Gurgaon, three in Mewat, and
two in Rewari, has always
been a critical political
battleground. Historically, the
BJP has achieved remarkable
strength in the urban
segments of this region. This
time, internal clashes and
dissatisfaction among party
members threatened the BJP’s
performance in this segment.
The dissatisfaction among the
party workers arises after the
allocation of tickets,
sidelining experienced party
workers and igniting
rebellion. The impact of this
discord could be affecting
voter turnout and loyalty.
The selection of candidates
may affect party dominance
in Gurgaon, which further
weakens the party’s voter
base.
The Gurgaon includes four
seats from the district:
Gurgaon, Badshahpur, Sohna,
and Pataudi. In the 2019 state
assembly elections, the BJP
secured three of these four

seats, except for Badshahpur,
which elected independent
candidate Rakesh Janghu alias
Daultabad. Rakesh had beaten
BJP’s Manish Yadav by a
margin of 10,000 votes.
The Gurgaon seat has
historically been an urban
seat and a mixture of Punjabi,
Brahmin and Vaishya
(Baniya) castes. In the last
election, BJP’s Sudhir Singla
won comfortably, defeating
his closest rival by more than
32,000 votes, while the
Congress candidate Sukhbir
Kataria finished third.
This time the has denied
sitting MLA Sudhir Singla a
ticket for the upcoming
election, opting instead for
Mukesh Sharma, a wrestler
turned politician and a close
associate of Rao Inderjit
Singh, the party’s MP from
the area from Gurgaon seat.
The party’s decision has
sparked internal
dissatisfaction, leading to the
resignation of senior leaders
like G L Sharma, a former vice
president of the Haryana state
BJP unit, and Navin Goel.
Their resignation is likely to
affect party voter sentiment
significantly. Meanwhile, the
Congress party, which has
fielded Mohit Grover, a young
Punjabi leader, who recently
joined the Congress, had
secured second position as an
independent candidate in the
previous assembly election.
The BJP’s new candidate,
Mukesh Sharma, ‘s success in
this election may not be easy
because Gurgaon is currently
facing numerous civic issues,s,
including infrastructure
failures, waterlogging, poor
road conditions, pollution,
water shortages, and
inconsistent electricity supply. 
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AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal will join the

party’s campaign in poll-
bound Haryana with a
roadshow in the Jagadhri
constituency on September
20, AAP national general
secretary (organisation)
Sandeep Pathak said on
Thursday.
He will also participate in 13
events across 11 districts,
covering the Dabwali, Rania,
Bhiwani, Meham, Kalayat,
Assandh and Ballabhgarh
constituencies, among others,
in the coming days, Pathak
said at a press conference.
“AAP national convenor
Kejriwal has come out of jail
after defeating the BJP’s
conspiracy. Now he is fully
prepared for the election
campaign in Haryana and will
start on September 20,” he
said.
His further campaign
schedule will be announced
later, he added.
Kejriwal resigned as Delhi
chief minister after being
released from Tihar jail last
week in the excise policy case.
He will have a hectic

campaign schedule in
Haryana, which goes to the
polls on October 5.
The AAP is contesting all 90
seats in Haryana after talks
with the Congress over a seat-
share agreement broke down.
It is clear that “the BJP is
going to be completely wiped
out from Haryana”, Pathak
claimed.
The BJP has governed
Haryana since 2014.
“The BJP itself did not trust
its chief minister, so they
removed Manohar Lal
Khattar and made Nayab
Singh Saini the new chief
minister. The question that
arises is why did the BJP need
to bring in a new chief
minister in the last year (of its

term)?” Pathak asked.
Alleging that unemployment
was at its peak in Haryana
and inflation was record-
breaking, he stressed that
there was rampant
“misgovernance” in the state.
“Haryana first gave a chance
to one party for five years,
then to another for 10 years
and then 10 years to a third
party. Haryana gave a chance
to all the parties, there is no
party in Haryana that can say
they have not got a chance.
No one can complain,” Pathak
said.
Claiming that the other
parties failed to serve the
people, he said the voters
were fed up with all the
outfits.
“This time, for the first time,
Arvind Kejriwal has come to
Haryana with AAP. So, a new
and great option for change is
in front of the people of
Haryana. They have seen the
work done by AAP in Punjab,
and have seen the
government of Delhi. After
seeing everything, the people
will go for a change and vote
for Arvind Kejriwal’s new and
honest politics and AAP,” he
said.

Maha Vikas Aghadi leaders begin final round of seat-sharing talks 
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The West Bengal Medical
Council, the umbrella

body of the doctors in the
State on Thursday removed
the name of former RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital
Sandip Ghosh --- who is
presently in the custody of the
Central Bureau of
Investigation in connection
with the rape- murder case of
a woman doctor at the
hospital --- from the list of
registered medical
practitioners. The practicing
license of Ghosh was
cancelled after he failed to
respond to a show cause
notice issued to him by the
Council on September 7,

sources said adding the step
was taken under various
provisions of the Bengal
Medical Act 1914.
Ghosh has been arrested by
the on charges of corruption
and destruction of evidence in
the rape and murder case. The
Enforcement Directorate too
has lodged cases against him
under Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.
The development amid a new
twist in the junior doctors’
movement vis a vis the
RGKMCH case
after the tent house owners
who had provided them with
facilities like tents, bio-toilets,
fans power connections at
their sit-in site in front of the
Swasthya Bhavan on Thursday

withdrew their services amid
allegations that they were
asked to do so by the State
police.
“They came and forcibly took
away the tents, bio-toilets,
fans, camp cots and other

things that were being used at
the demonstration site,” said
Dr. Ankush one of the
agitators alleging,
“though they would not say
anything in public we were
told that they had pressure

from the police and the
Government to do so.
Though a major portion of the
doctors’ demands had been
accepted by the Government
during a meeting with Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
they had still been insisting on
the fulfillment of the “fourth
and fifth demand that entails
the removal of State Health
Secretary NS Nigam and
ensuring of safety and security
inside the medical colleges
and hospitals where some
vested interests with high
political connection
perpetrate a syndicate raj and
threat culture extorting lakhs
of rupees from the students
after failing them in exams …
or selling honours courses for

cash,” the doctors said.
“We had even told the State
Chief Secretary Manoj Pant in
our Wednesday’s meetings to
ensure these things at the
earliest so that we can return
to work … but instead of
taking any measure they are
now arm-twisting us to
withdraw the movement,” the
doctors said adding they were
holding a general body
meeting to decide on their
new course of action.
Meanwhile, in new
development the senior
doctors on Thursday
gheraoed the West Bengal
Medical Council “with a
mission to cleanse it.” Scores
of senior doctors held a
demonstration
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Even as the flood situation
in Bengal worsened with

large swathes of lands in
Hooghly, Burdwan, Howrah,
East and West Midnapore
going under water following
the release of lakhs of cusecs
of water by the dams
controlled by the Damodar
Valley Corporation, Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee once again
lambasted the Centre for
“planning to inundate Bengal.”
Vowing to snap all the ties
with the DVC of which Bengal
too is a part Banerjee said,
“this is a centrally controlled
authority which does not
listen to our prayers … instead
of dredging the rivers they
release waters and inundate
Bengal every year … so I will
go back and snap all the ties
with the DVC if they continue
to flood Bengal like this.”
Banerjee who visited parts of
West Midnapore and the
Pursura block of Hooghly
district said she would go to
Howrah to inspect the flood
affected areas too.
“For years there is a talk of
Ghatal Master Plan but that

has not taken place as yet as a
result of which the Ghatal
town and the remaining areas
sink every year … will this
continue year after year,” she
asked.
Banerjee alleged how North
Bengal gets flooded when
there is heavy rains in Nepal,
Bhutan and Sikkim alleging
nothing is done in that
respect. She also alleged that
the Centre was not dredging
the Ganges at Farakka causing
floods in lower regions of
Malda and Murshidabad.
“Similar is the case here as in a
bid to save Jharkhand they are
inundating Bengal … it is
good to save others but why
should we bear brunt of that
… why should Bengal be

flooded … they have released
more than 4 lakh cusecs of
water … thousands of houses
have been destroyed and
thousands of acres of lands
have been flooded with crops
worth crores finished … who
is responsible for this,”
Banerjee said. “This is a man-
made flood … we are facing
this problem because of the
irresponsible behavior of the
Centre,” she said.
Reacting to the charges
leveled by her Bengal BJP
president and junior Union
Minister Sukanta Majumdar
said that instead of blaming
the Centre Banerjee should
send her local MPs to the
appropriate ministers to sort
out the issues.
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The recent public outcry
in Kolkata, sparked by
the tragic incident at

RG Kar Medical College, has
transformed into a significant
and sustained protest. Junior
doctors gathering in front of
the Health Department,
alongside widespread public
engagement, underscores a
profound frustration with the
pervasive violence against
women in India. Reflecting
on the August 9 incident, it’s
evident that the protest is not
merely about the individual
responsible. Despite the
apprehension of the perpetra-
tor, the continuing move-
ment raises crucial questions
about why such intense out-
rage persists. 
The root problem, as I see it,
lies in the cultural context that
enables such violence. It’s not
just about one person’s actions
but about a broader cultural
environment. The protests
highlight a growing recogni-
tion that the issue is embed-
ded within a culture that
normalizes and perpetuates
violence against women.
The Kolkata demonstrations
have brought to light a criti-
cal aspect of this cultural
problem: the normalization of
rape and the way women are

perceived and treated. In
Indian culture, women are
often valued primarily for
their reproductive roles, link-
ing respect to their capacity as
mothers. This perspective
reduces women to their bio-
logical functions, overlooking
their full humanity.
The “culture of rape” is evi-
dent in societal behaviors
and attitudes that tolerate
and perpetuate violence
against women. This deeply
ingrained culture is reflected
in everyday interactions and
institutional practices, indicat-
ing that the issue goes beyond
individual acts.
The ongoing protests signify
a crucial desire for a profound
cultural shift. The movement
in Bengal represents a broad-
er call for cultural transforma-
tion. To address the problem
effectively, we need to funda-

mentally change societal
norms and practices that con-
tribute to a pervasive culture
of violence and exploitation.
As long as these cultural atti-
tudes persist, incidents of
rape will continue.
The troubling normalization
of sexual violence in Indian
society is evident in various
ways. For instance, the fact
that the name of the doctor
murdered and raped in
Bengal was trending on porn
websites for an extended peri-
od reflects a serious cultural
issue. It shows how sexual vio-
lence is often sensationalized
and dehumanized rather than
addressed with the serious-
ness it deserves.
This critique extends to soci-
etal behaviors and attitudes,
illustrated by the public reac-
tion to the Ujjain incident.
The fact that such a violent act
occurred in a busy area, with
onlookers observing and
recording it, underscores the
disturbing normalization of
sexual violence. Such inci-
dents are met with alarming
indifference.
Examining the cultural foun-
dations of this issue reveals
how cultural norms perpetu-
ate gender inequality and
violence. There are many

subtle signs of rape culture
that are often overlooked,
such as the objectification of
women and the normaliza-
tion of harmful attitudes and
practices.
Addressing this issue requires
a profound cultural transfor-
mation. It’s not just about legal
measures or punishing
offenders; it’s about trans-
forming the norms and val-
ues instilled from a young age.
Culture is nurtured in our
homes, and changing how we
educate and raise our children
is crucial to addressing rape
culture.
In conclusion, the protests in
Kolkata and similar move-
ments across India are not just
reactions to individual cases
of violence but a critical
response to a deep-seated
cultural issue that normalizes
and perpetuates sexual vio-
lence. This situation under-
scores the urgent need for a
fundamental cultural shift.
Until we address the broader
culture of rape, incidents of
sexual violence will continue
to plague our society.

(Acharya Prashant is a
Vedanta teacher and an

advocate of women rights;
views expressed are 

personal)
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Madam—Bamboo is one of the largest
members of the grass family and is the
fastest growing woody plant on the plan-
et. Its growth rate varies according to the
soil and climate, and is best known as a
major food source for pandas. Bamboo is
also used for culinary and medicinal pur-
poses in many parts of the world, as well
for construction materials, furniture, tex-
tiles, musical instruments, bicycles, cloth-
ing and more. 
As a packaging material, bamboo is
strong, durable and sustainable. It is one
of the more remarkable natural materials
available to us. The Economist recently
quoted that bamboo is literally, the green
equivalent of plastics. This is because it is
renewable and low-carbon. It also said
bamboo is now part and parcel of our
packaging material. Furthermore, bamboo
produces up to 35% more oxygen than
trees, thus helping to offset carbon-diox-
ide emissions. It’s easy to see why bamboo
is a favorite when it comes to sustainable
materials.

C.K. Subramani Iyer  | Coimbatore
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Madam — The Congress election mani-
festo in Haryana is a bundle of high cost
freebies not at all feasible financially for
the State to implement. While the politi-
cal parties must examine the impact of
their pre poll announcements over the
health of the State exchequer and present
the detailed outline of available revenue
which would bear the brunt of the free-
bies. 
The poll regulator Election Commission
of India should also draft strict rules for
manifestos and promises which are not
viable. 
The cult of freebies must stop if we real-
ly wish to progress morally, economical-
ly and socially and if Election Commission
fails, the Supreme Court of India must take
cognizance of the matter and direct the
Election Commission to stop this non-
sense. The freebies can become a real lia-
bility for the exchequere.

Jai Prakash Gupta | Ambala
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Madam — The Cabinet nod for 'One
nation - One election' (19-9-24) displays
the misplaced priority of the Union gov-
ernment.  Except the cost factor there is
no other point worth considering to sup-
port the decision of the Cabinet. Election
is an opportunity for the people to
demonstrate their democratic sanction or
resentment over the policies and pro-
grammes of a government. People exer-
cising this right to ventilate their agree-
ment or disagreement over the govern-
ments in the Center or the States should
not be curtailed just to avoid expense. The
expectations of the people being state spe-
cific in assembly elections and nation spe-
cific in the Parliament elections there is
possibility of either of them getting
swayed by the general mood. Possibility
of holding elections in a massive way is not
practically feasible. We are seeing the
inability of the Election Commission to
hold elections to a few States at one stroke. 
The Commission is not able to hold elec-
tions to Maharashtra Assembly along with
elections in J&K and HP. Even elections
to the state assembly are held in multiple
slots. We have also seen the Commission
rendered helpless to deal properly with the
violations reported during the last General
elections. The very idea of mandating
holding elections to assemblies along
with election to the Parliament is against
the very Federal structure of the consti-
tution. Proposal to hold elections to local
bodies in 100 days after the General elec-
tions is also expensive and it is aimed at
swaying the polls taking advantage of the
outcome of national level elections. The
arbitrary decision is undemocratic, anti-
federal and strangulates the right of the
people to decide their choice on local, state
and nation specific needs and demands.
Above all, the move of government is, as
usual, to divert the attention of the peo-
ple from the basic and burning issues of
the nation in many of which the perfor-
mance of the government is definitely not
upto the mark.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur
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(BJP) as a champion of Hindu
pride and Indian sovereignty.
His government’s initiatives,
such as the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan and the abrogation of
Article 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir, reflect a blend of cul-
tural and political assertive-
ness, though the latter move
drew international criticism.
Infrastructure Development:
Under Modi’s leadership, infra-
structure has seen significant
growth. Projects like
Bharatmala and Sagarmala
have expanded transportation
networks, while initiatives like
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
and Ujjwala Yojana have
improved housing and provid-
ed cooking gas to millions of
households.
Challenges Before Modi: As
Narendra Modi enters the
later stages of his political
journey, he faces a series of
challenges that will shape his
legacy and influence India's
future. While his tenure has
seen significant achievements,
Modi’s leadership must now
address pressing concerns
across various sectors that
demand urgent attention and
innovative solutions.
Economic Recovery and Job
Creation: India’s economic
recovery post-COVID-19
remains fragile. Despite some
growth, inflation continues to
be a persistent challenge, dri-
ven by rising global oil prices
and domestic supply chain
disruptions. For the average
citizen, higher living costs are

squeezing household budgets,
particularly for the poor and
middle class. Modi’s govern-
ment must balance inflation
control with promoting sus-
tained economic growth.
The issue of unemployment,
especially among the youth,
looms large. Urban and rural
areas continue to experience
high joblessness, and despite
various reforms, the informal
sector, which provides most
jobs, is still recovering from the
effects of demonetization, the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST), and the pandemic.
Modi will need to focus on
bolstering labour-intensive
industries, strengthening small
and medium enterprises
(SMEs), and encouraging
entrepreneurship.
Agriculture and Farmers'
Discontent: Even after repeal-
ing the controversial farm
laws following large-scale
protests, rural distress per-
sists. Indian farmers continue
to face challenges such as low
productivity, insufficient infra-
structure, and limited access to
credit. To address these prob-
lems, Modi will need to prior-
itize rural development and
improve agricultural infra-
structure. However, he must
tread cautiously with new
reforms to avoid reigniting
protests. Farmers will require
sustained support through ini-
tiatives like improving
Minimum Support Prices
(MSP) and introducing tech-
nological innovations to

enhance productivity.
India-China Relations and
Regional Security: 
India’s strained relations with
China, particularly after the
2020 Galwan Valley clashes,
remain a significant foreign
policy challenge. 
The border standoff continues,
and while diplomatic negoti-
ations have curbed escalation,
the potential for conflict still
exists. Managing the delicate
balance between regional secu-
rity and diplomatic efforts
with China is critical. Despite
these successes, Modi’s tenure
has not been without short-
comings. The "Make in India"
initiative has struggled to cre-
ate enough manufacturing
jobs, and his government’s
2016 demonetization policy
disrupted the informal econ-
omy without yielding long-
term benefits. Modi also faced
one of the largest protests in
Indian history over controver-
sial farm laws, which he ulti-
mately had to repeal.
Additionally, his leadership
has been criticized for deepen-
ing communal divisions, with
incidents of religious violence
and the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA)
sparking social tensions.As
Modi continues to lead, his
legacy will depend on balanc-
ing development with social
harmony and democratic gov-
ernance.

(The writer is a strategic
affairs columnist and political

analyst; views are personal)
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As Narendra Modi
turns 74, the Prime
Minister of India
stands at a pivotal
point in his political

career. Having transformed from
a grassroots worker in the RSS to
a global leader, Modi’s leadership
has been marked by several tri-
umphs, while also weathering sig-
nificant criticism. A closer look at
his governance reveals a complex
blend of successes and shortcom-
ings, reflecting his unique vision
for India and the challenges of
implementing sweeping reforms
in a diverse, evolving democracy.
Successes; Economic Reforms:
Modi’s tenure has been defined by
key economic reforms aimed at
spurring growth and investment.
The implementation of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) in 2017
stands as one of India’s most
transformative reforms, simplify-
ing the tax system and promot-
ing ease of business. 
Another flagship initiative is the
"Make in India" program, which
sought to position India as a man-
ufacturing hub, attracting foreign
direct investment (FDI) in sectors
such as defence, electronics, and
pharmaceuticals.
Digital India:Modi’s push for a
digital revolution has reshaped
India’s financial and technologi-
cal landscape. The Digital India
campaign significantly expanded
internet connectivity, especially in
rural areas. Innovations like the
Unified Payments Interface (UPI)
have revolutionized digital trans-
actions, while the Aadhaar system
has streamlined welfare distribu-
tion, reducing inefficiencies in
benefit transfers.
Foreign Policy: On the global
stage, Modi has strengthened
India’s relationships with key
nations like the U.S., Japan, and
Israel. Under his leadership, India
has played a more prominent role
in global forums such as G20 and
BRICS. A major achievement
has been the International Solar
Alliance (ISA), promoting glob-
al cooperation on renewable
energy and showcasing India’s
leadership in sustainable develop-
ment.
Nationalism and Identity
Politics: Modi has adeptly tapped
into nationalist sentiments, rein-
forcing the Bharatiya Janata Party
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Vishesh Shukla | Lucknow
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The international com-
munity established the
Financial Action Task

Force (FATF) to combat
money laundering and terror-
ist financing through interna-
tional standards. The FATF’s
40 Recommendations provide
a comprehensive framework
for countries to prevent and
address these financial crimes.
India enacted the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) in 2002, effective
from July 1, 2005, in alignment
with its international obliga-
tions. The PMLA aims to
combat the laundering of illic-
it funds, including those from
activities such as drug traffick-
ing, thereby safeguarding the
country's financial integrity.
The Role and Importance of
the Case Diary: The case
diary, as mandated under sec-

tion 172 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC),
maintains a chronological
record of the investigation
process conducted by the
police officer. This detailed
documentation includes every
step taken during the investi-
gation, such as the date and
time of receiving information
about the crime, the start and
finish times of the investiga-
tion, locations visited, witness
statements recorded, and evi-

dence collected. 
This comprehensive record
ensures continuity and trans-
parency in the investigation,
serving as a crucial handover
document when different offi-
cers handle the case at various
stages. The case diary is essen-
tial for maintaining continuity
and transparency in the inves-
tigation process, offering a
comprehensive overview of
progress to courts and defence
lawyers. This transparency is
indispensable for maintain-
ing procedural integrity and
accountability in the investiga-
tive process.
Concerns Regarding the
Absence of a Case Diary
under PMLA: In contrast,
the PMLA mandates thor-
ough investigations into
money laundering but does
not specify the need for a

detailed case diary as in the
CrPC. This absence raises
concerns about potential mis-
use by the Enforcement
Directorate. Without a man-
dated case diary, there is no
obligation for investigators to
maintain a comprehensive,
chronological record of their
actions. This lack of documen-
tation could reduce account-
ability and allow for the
manipulation or selective pre-
sentation of evidence without
a transparent trail of how and
when it was obtained, compro-
mising the investigation’s
integrity. 
This can lead to biased or
unjust conclusions, under-
mining the integrity of the
investigation and in cases
where multiple officers are
involved in different stages of
the investigation, the absence

of a detailed case diary can
result in inconsistent han-
dovers. Critical information
might be lost or altered,
impacting the continuity and
coherence of the investiga-
tion. This ultimately leads to
violations of individual rights
and compromise on due
process of law. 
Case Diary Maintenance: It is
important to understand that
the accused under CrPC does
not have an automatic right to

view the case diary. Access to
the case diary is at the discre-
tion of the Court or the police
officer. However, the signifi-
cance of maintaining a case
diary as noted above lies in its
ability to keep investigating
agencies diligent and account-
able throughout the investiga-
tion process. 
Furthermore, under the crim-
inal law procedure, it is consid-
ered a dereliction of duty if the
Magistrate does not request
and review the case diary
before authorizing any form of
custody to the accused which
means the perusal of the case
diary by the magistrate is
essential before any remand,
whether judicial or police cus-
tody and haphazard mainte-
nance of a case diary discred-
its those responsible and
defeats the very purpose for

which it is required.
Therefore, it is suggested that
similar practice needs to be fol-
lowed under the PMLA cases
as well. Mandating ED to
maintain a case diary ensures
that it adheres to the due
process of law during investi-
gations and thereafter, the
court will become entitled to
use the case diary during tri-
als or inquiries as an aid in the
inquiry or trial, thereby hold-
ing the ED accountable for its
investigative procedures, doing
this the magistrate will be get-
ting aid and true picture of the
detailed record of the investi-
gation proceedings conducted
by ED till date in a narrative
form, recorded promptly, with
sufficient detail, and in
chronological order and thus,
will be able to objectivity
decide whether to remand the

accused or not. 
The Supreme Court is set to
review 2 aspects of PMLA in
July 2024, firstly, the FIR which
is akin to ECIR under PMLA
should be supplied to the
accused or not. Secondly, the
reversal of the presumption of
innocence. It is to be noted that
giving a case diary a statutory
requirement under PMLA and
thereby, mandating the ED to
maintain one will be crucial in
shaping the final judgement,
which could fundamentally
impact the legal framework for
money laundering investiga-
tions in India. A ruling in
favour of maintaining a case
diary would enhance the fair-
ness and transparency of
PMLA proceedings, ensuring
the accused’s right to a fair trial. 

(The writer is a law student;
views expressed are personal)


�
���������$�����������*�#���������	���������
�������������������
��	��
�"��

���	��$$��$	������"	%���2&�	$#��%$	�2�%�<�%�	�
����%����	��"	#��"2�%�<�	>���	��<���� ��%

��-�����&$�(!

������
������������
����������������������!��������������
	��	.���������������������
��	
��
�
����/�#�����������!��������
������
��0����1�����������������
���������
	�����������	��

��,��
��
!#*+-*)./*

�
��0����1����%����
�
�������������������

politics. However, Wickremesinghe
has effectively stabilised the situa-
tion after the social upheaval. In this
context, Wickremesinghe has
emerged as a major candidate, yet
the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
has nominated its candidate, Namal
Rajapaksa. 
Reports suggest that Rajapaksa’s
ambitions to secure the prime
ministership were opposed, leading
a faction of his party to break away
from Wickremesinghe. Rajapaksa’s
candidacy appears more focused on
maintaining his family’s political
lineage rather than presenting a
genuine bid for leadership.
Nonetheless, his endorsement of
supporting Sajith Premadasa, where
he appeals to supporters to cast
their second vote for Premadasa,
could be a decisive factor in the
election outcome.Meanwhile, the
NPP, initially opposed to the pub-
lic uprising that led to Rajapaksa’s
removal, has become a significant
political entity. 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake, who
ironically led his political party into
alliances with traditional parties to
secure ministerial positions over the
past few decades, has skilfully cap-
italised on widespread dissatisfac-
tion with corruption and the grow-
ing anger towards conventional
politicians to bolster his standing.
His alliance’s emotionally charged
propaganda has infiltrated every
corner of society, despite its lack of
deep ideological substance.The
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP),
his original party, has skilfully har-
nessed this discontent to challenge
the status quo. 
However, Dissanayake’s path to
victory remains uncertain, especial-
ly with three major candidates in
the race. Voter statistics reveal
additional obstacles: with 17.1 mil-
lion registered voters and an antic-
ipated 80% turnout (13.7 million),
a candidate would need approxi-

mately 7 million votes to secure the
presidency in the first count. 
The NPP’s past performance shows
limited success, receiving 418,553
votes (3.16%) in 2019 and 445,950
votes (3.84%) in parliamentary
elections in 2020. The party faces
challenges in Tamil-majority dis-
tricts like Nuwara-Eliya, Jaffna,
Wanni, Batticaloa, and
Trincomalee, and in areas with
lower voter counts, such as
Polonnaruwa and Matale. To suc-
ceed, the NPP must secure substan-
tial votes from Colombo, Gampaha,
Kalutara, Kandy, and Kurunegala,
requiring an estimated 700,000 to
800,000 additional votes. 
Given these dynamics and the
competition among three candi-
dates, the NPP or JVP may strug-
gle to achieve significant success in
this election. However, the election
remains crucial in determining
the country’s social and gover-
nance structure.
Conversely, Sajith Premadasa
appears to have significant poten-
tial to garner a majority of the votes,
while Wickremesinghe has also
gained substantial ground.
Therefore, it is unlikely that any
candidate will secure over 50% of
the vote in the first round of count-
ing, which may necessitate count-
ing the second votes. 
This uncertainty could trigger a
new wave of political instability if
major alliances and key candi-
dates fail to manage the results
effectively and refuse to accept the
people’s verdict.Despite flashy man-
ifestos and hefty campaign budgets,
none of the candidates have provid-
ed a clear plan to tackle the stagger-
ing $100 billion national debt.
They all parrot the same old IMF
rhetoric, yet almost none offer a
concrete strategy beyond this worn-
out solution. 
The situation in the island nation
is dire, and there’s no straightfor-

ward path for the incoming leader
to steer the country out of its deep-
ening crisis. As of 1 July 2024, about
24.8% of Sri Lanka’s population lives
in poverty, with rates varying dra-
matically between districts—3.5%
in Colombo versus 44.2% in
Nuwara-Eliya. 
Poverty in rural areas has surged
from 15% to 32%, while urban
poverty has tripled from 6% to 18%.
A recent survey revealed that 31%
of the population is impoverished,
with 33% skipping meals and 47%
cutting back on meal sizes.
Malnutrition affects nearly one-
third of children under five, and
over 40% of women aged 18-60 are
overweight or obese, reflecting
severe economic and health issues.
Regardless of the election's out-
come, Sri Lanka's entrenched polit-
ical divisions threaten to entrench
a fragmented legislative body, where
effective governance and decisive
action may become increasingly
elusive. 
Such divisions risk entrenching a
cycle of delays and inefficiencies,
potentially leading to a state of per-
petual gridlock that hampers
national progress. Antonio
Gramsci’s notion of passive revolu-
tion becomes pertinent here, warn-
ing of significant changes that
merely preserve existing power
structures. Hannah Arendt’s insight
that “The most radical revolution-
ary will become a conservative the
day after the revolution” cautions
against decisions driven by emotion
over reason. 
Thus, the question looms: can this
election transcend emotional pol-
itics to instigate genuine reform, or
will it simply entrench the status
quo? Regrettably, the candidates'
manifestos seem to hint at the lat-
ter.

(The writer is a journalist and
author. Views expressed

are personal)

Sri Lanka faces a pivotal moment in
its political history as it prepares for
the presidential election this
Saturday, 21 September. This elec-
tion, the ninth for the executive

presidency, unfolds amid severe political
polarisation, sharply contrasting with the
last election in November 2019. The decline
of traditional political parties and the rise
of various political alliances are prominent
features of this election, with three main
candidates competing in a manner distinct
from the two-horse races of previous pres-
idential contests. The fragmentation of
political parties, the absence of anti-defec-
tion laws, and the formation of new
alliances driven more by personal interests
than by cohesive agendas pose significant
risks to democratic stability and gover-
nance.The 2019 presidential race featured
two main candidates and a notable but rel-
atively minor third-party candidate. It saw
a record voter registration of 15,992,096 and
a turnout of 83.72% (13,387,951), surpass-
ing previous highs of 81.52% in 2015 and
81.06% in 1982. Despite this high turnout,
135,452 votes were invalid, leaving
13,252,499 votes as valid. Gotabaya
Rajapaksa of the Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna won with 52.25% of the valid
votes (6,924,255), while his main opponent,
Sajith Premadasa of the National
Democratic Front, received 41.99%
(5,564,239). Anura Kumara Dissanayake of
the National People’s Power secured a mere
3.16% (418,553 votes). In the subsequent
general election on 5 August 2020,
Premadasa and Dissanayake faced off
again for parliamentary seats. Premadasa
won 305,744 votes, while Dissanayake
received 49,814 votes. 
In the 2015 parliamentary elections,
Premadasa garnered 112,645 votes from
Hambantota, whereas Dissanayake, contest-
ing from Colombo, secured 65,966
votes.Ranil Wickremesinghe, one of main
three main contenders, in this year’s race
but absent from the 2019 presidential
election, leads the United National Party.
His party received 249,435 votes (2.25%) in
the general elections, including 30,875
from Colombo and 28,282 from Gampaha.
Although his party did not win a parliamen-
tary seat, Wickremesinghe was appointed
to a national list position. Amid severe social
upheaval caused by economic mismanage-
ment, which resulted in the resignation of
both the President and Prime Minister,
Wickremesinghe, a seasoned politician
and six-time Prime Minister, capitalised on
the moment to make his comeback. After
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa was
forced to resign, Wickremesinghe was
appointed as Prime Minister. 
However, protests demanding the resigna-
tion of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa led
to his dramatic escape, first to Trincomalee
by navy ship, then back to Colombo by air
force chopper, and finally to the Maldives
by air force cargo flight. Rajapaksa official-
ly resigned on 14 July 2022. Subsequently,
Prime Minister Wickremesinghe was
appointed as President by the constitution-
al process.Wickremesinghe’s appointment
highlights the complexities of Sri Lanka’s
political system. 
According to the constitution, the President
must appoint a Prime Minister who com-
mands the majority’s confidence in
Parliament, illustrating the considerable
unchecked powers inherent in the execu-
tive role. Rajapaksa’s assumption that
Wickremesinghe, who came to Parliament
through the national list, was the candidate
who earned the majority’s confidence
reflects the intricate dynamics of Sri Lankan
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Exploding devices dealt a major but not crippling blow to Hezbollah, analysts say
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The waves of remotely
triggered explosions that
hit pagers and walkie-

talkies carried by Hezbollah
members in grocery stores, on
streets and at a funeral proces-
sion this week made for an
eerie and shocking spectacle.
Analysts said Hezbollah will be
able to regroup militarily and
find communications
workarounds after the attack,
but the psychological effects
will likely run deep.
The explosions — widely
blamed on Israel, which has
neither confirmed nor denied
involvement — killed at least 37
people, including two chil-
dren, wounded more than
3,000 and deeply unsettled
even Lebanese who have no
Hezbollah affiliation.
The detonating devices hit
workers in Hezbollah’s civilian
institutions, including its health
care and media operations, as
well as fighters, dealing a blow
to the militant group’s opera-
tions beyond the battlefield. It
is not clear how many civilians
with no link to Hezbollah were
injured.
The attacks also exposed the
weaknesses in the low-tech
communications system the
group had turned to in an

attempt to avoid Israeli surveil-
lance of cellphones.
Retired Lebanese army Gen.
Elias Hanna described the
attacks as the “Pearl Harbor or
9/11 of Hezbollah.”
Mohanad Hage Ali, a senior fel-
low at the Carnegie Middle
East Center think tank who
researches Hezbollah, said that
because the blasts hit people
across the group’s institutions,
the attack was “like a sword in
the guts of the organization.” 
Hundreds of people were
severely wounded, including
many who lost eyes or hands.
“It will require time to heal and
replace those who were target-
ed,” he said.
But Hage Ali and other analysts
agreed that the loss of man-
power is not a crippling blow.
Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah has said the group’s
fighting force numbers more
than 100,000, meaning that
the attack — as dramatic as it
was — would have put only a
small percentage of its militants
out of commission even if all
those wounded and killed were
fighters.
Qassim Qassir, a Lebanese ana-
lyst close to Hezbollah, said the
detonating devices actually
struck mostly civilian workers
within the group and not mil-
itary or security officials, which

has allowed it to contain the
impacts on its war effort.
Hezbollah, which is Lebanon’s
strongest armed force, has
exchanged fire with Israel’s
military almost daily since Oct.
8, the day after a deadly
Hamas-led assault in southern
Israel triggered a massive Israeli
counteroffensive and the ongo-
ing war in Gaza.
Since then, hundreds have been
killed in strikes in Lebanon and
dozens in Israel, while tens of
thousands on each side of the
border have been displaced.

Hezbollah said its strikes are in
support of its ally, Hamas, and
that it will halt its attacks if a
cease-fire is implemented in
Gaza. Hezbollah continued to
launch rockets over the border
Wednesday and Thursday after
the pager and walkie-talkie
attacks, though at a slower
pace than usual.
The impacts on Hezbollah’s
communications network are
likely to be more disruptive
than the human loss.
“Telecommunications is the
nerve of military operations

and communications,” said
retired Lebanese army Gen.
Naji Malaeb, an expert on
security affairs. A delay in
communication could spell
disaster, he said.
During a speech in February,
Hezbollah’s leader, Nasrallah,
warned members against car-
rying cellphones, which he
said could be used to track
them and monitor their com-
munications. 
But long before that, Hezbollah
relied on pagers and its own
private fiber-optic landline net-
work to avoid the monitoring
of its communications.
The pagers that detonated
Tuesday were a new model the
group recently began using. It
appears that small quantities of
explosives had been implanted
in the devices at some stage in
the manufacturing or ship-
ping process and then remote-
ly detonated.
Hanna said the group might
rely more heavily on its land-
line network — which Israel
has attempted to tap into on
multiple occasions — going
forward, or on even lower-tech
solutions such as hand-deliv-
ered letters.
“Maybe you have to go back to
human communication, the
postman,” he said. “This is
what is really helping (Hamas

leader) Yahya Sinwar not to be
targeted” in his hiding spot in
Gaza.
Orna Mizrahi, a senior
researcher at the Tel Aviv-
based think tank Institute for
National Security Studies and
former intelligence analyst for
the Israeli military and prime
minister’s office, said losing the
ability to communicate through
pagers is a “dramatic blow,” but
the militant group has other
communication methods and
will rebuild their communica-
tion network.  The bigger dam-
age to Hezbollah was psycho-
logical, she said.
“It’s the humiliation of having
such an operation, it shows
how much the organization is
exposed to the Israeli intelli-
gence,” she said.
Amal Saad, a lecturer in poli-
tics and international relations
at Cardiff University in Wales
who researches Hezbollah, said
much of the attack’s impact was
the “demoralization and the
fear” it sowed.
“It’s not just a security breach
against the military,” she said.
“Hezbollah’s entire society is
going to be extremely con-
cerned because everything is
liable now to being hacked and
rigged.” The group will “be
rethinking many things now,
not just the pagers,” Saad said. 
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Slumped on the ground over
a mound of dirt, Divine

Wisoba pulled weeds from her
daughter’s grave. The 1-month-
old died from mpox in eastern
Congo in August, but Wisoba,
21, was too traumatized to
attend the funeral.
In her first visit to the ceme-

tery, she wept into her shirt for
the child she lost and worried
about the rest of her family.
“When she was born, it was as
if God had answered our
prayers — we wanted a girl,”
Wisoba said of little Maombi
Katengey. “But our biggest joy
was transformed into devasta-
tion.” Her daughter is one of
more than 6,000 people officials
suspect have contracted the
disease in South Kivu province,
the epicentre of the world’s lat-

est mpox outbreak, in what the
World Health Organisation has
labeled a global health emer-
gency. A new strain of the
virus is spreading, largely
through skin-to-skin contact,
including but not limited to sex.
A lack of funds, vaccines and
information is making it diffi-
cult to stem the spread, accord-
ing to alarmed disease experts.
Mpox — which causes mostly
mild symptoms like fever and
body aches, but can trigger seri-
ous cases with prominent blis-
ters on the face, hands, chest
and genitals — had been
spreading mostly undetected
for years in Africa, until a 2022
outbreak reached more than 70
countries. 
Globally, gay and bisexual men
made up the vast majority of
cases in that outbreak. But offi-
cials note mpox has long dis-

proportionately affected chil-
dren in Africa, and they say
cases are now rising sharply
among kids, pregnant women
and other vulnerable groups,
with many types of close con-
tact responsible for the spread.
Health officials have zeroed in
on Kamituga, a remote yet
bustling gold mining town of
some 3,00,000 people that
attracts miners, sex workers and
traders who are constantly on
the move. Cases from other
parts of eastern Congo can be
traced back here, officials say,
with the first originating in the
nightclub scene. Since this out-
break began, one year ago,
nearly 1,000 people in
Kamituga have been infected.
Eight have died, half of them
children.
Last month, the World Health
Organisation said mpox out-

breaks might be stopped in the
next six months, with govern-
ments’ leadership and cooper-
ation. But in Kamituga, people
say they face a starkly different
reality. There’s a daily average of
five new cases at the general
hospital, which is regularly
near capacity. Overall in South
Kivu, weekly new suspected
cases have skyrocketed from
about 12 in January to 600 in
August, according to province
health officials.  Even that’s like-
ly an underestimate, they say,
because of a lack of access to
rural areas, the inability of
many residents to seek care, and
Kamituga’s transient nature.
Locals say they simply don’t
have enough information about
mpox. Before her daughter got
sick, Wisoba said, she was
infected herself but didn’t know
it.  Painful lesions emerged

around her genitals, making
walking difficult. She thought
she had a common sexually
transmitted infection and
sought medicine at a pharma-
cy. Days later, she went to the
hospital with her newborn and
was diagnosed with mpox.   She
recovered, but her daughter
developed lesions on her foot.
Nearly a week later, Maombi
died at the same hospital that
treated her mother.  Wisoba
said she didn’t know about
mpox until she got it. She
wants the government to invest
more in teaching people protec-
tive measures.  Local officials
can’t reach areas more than a
few miles outside Kamituga to
track suspected cases or inform
residents. They broadcast radio
messages but say that doesn’t
reach far enough.  Kasindi
Mwenyelwata goes door to

door describing how to detect
mpox — looking for fevers,
aches or lesions. But the 42-
year-old community leader said
a lack of money means he
doesn’t have the right materials,
such as posters showing images
of patients, which he finds
more powerful than words.
ALIMA, one of the few aid
groups working on mpox in
Kamituga, lacks funds to set up
programmes or clinics that
would reach some 1,50,000
people, with its budget set to
run out at year’s end, according
to programme coordinator Dr
Dally Muamba. If support
keeps waning and mpox
spreads, he said, “there will be
an impact on the economy, peo-
ple will stop coming to the area
as the epidemic takes its toll. ...
And as the disease grows, will
resources follow?”
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Less than three months after
he was elected on a promise

to restore trust in politics,
British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer is trying to shake off
criticism over donations from
a wealthy businessman and
the hefty salary of his most
senior aide.
The Labour Party leader, who
won power in a landslide vic-
tory on July 4, denies impropri-
ety over thousands of pounds
(dollars) worth of clothes and
eyeglasses paid for by Waheed
Alli, a media entrepreneur and
longtime Labour donor.
Starmer is also facing grum-
bling among his own employ-
ees over the salary of chief of
staff Sue Gray. The BBC dis-
closed that she is paid 170,000
pounds ($225,000) a year —
about 3,000 pounds more than
the prime minister’s salary.
Gray’s salary is at the top of a
set of pay bands for political
advisers, which have been

raised since the election. The
government said it did not
interfere in setting the pay
scale. “The pay bands for any
official, any adviser, are not set
by politicians. There’s an offi-
cial process that does that,”
Business Secretary Jonathan
Reynolds said Thursday. In
recent days British media have
been full of largely anonymous
grumbling from government
officials about Gray, a former
senior civil servant best known
for leading an investigation
into lockdown-breaching par-

ties in government buildings
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Gray’s findings helped
topple Conservative Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, and
her subsequent move to work
for Starmer led the
Conservatives to claim the
“partygate” probe was political-
ly biased, something Gray
denies. Labour claims the leak
of Gray’s salary and the dona-
tion revelations -– branded
“frockgate” in the press after
dresses bought for the prime
minister’s wife, Victoria
Starmer — is being whipped up
by the Conservatives and their
media supporters to tarnish the
government.

Lawmakers are allowed to
accept gifts but have to declare
donations and extra-parlia-
mentary income within 28
days. Starmer missed the four-
week deadline to declare the
donations of clothes and a per-
sonal shopper for his wife from
Alli. He says the delay was due
to his staff seeking advice on

exactly what needed to be
declared. “I’m very consistent
with following the rules,”
Starmer said this week. He
rejected suggestions that prime
ministers should get a
wardrobe budget, saying tax-
payers should not have to pay
for politicians’ clothes. The
scale of the freebies accepted by
Starmer has raised eyebrows
even among supporters. Sky
News reported that Starmer has
declared “gifts, benefits and
hospitality” worth more than
100,000 pounds since
December 2019, more than
any other lawmaker.
The donations include thou-

sands of pounds’ worth of tick-
ets for Premier League games
involving Starmer’s beloved
team Arsenal. “I’m a massive
Arsenal fan,” Starmer told
reporters during a trip to Rome
this week. “I can’t go into the
stands because of security rea-
sons. Therefore, if I don’t accept
a gift of hospitality I can’t go to
a game. 
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Amassive flood wave moving
across Central Europe was

threatening new areas and rais-
ing concerns among residents
and leaders. It also prompted
European Union head Ursula
von der Leyen to plan a visit to
the region on Thursday.  Heavy
rains also caused flooding and
evacuation of some 1,000 resi-
dents in the northern Italian
region of Emilia-Romagna.
The death toll was rising in
Central Europe, as receding
waters were revealing the huge
scale of the destruction caused
by exceptionally heavy rains
that began a week ago. Czech
Interior Minister Vit Rakusan
said the death toll had risen to
five in the hard-hit northeast
Czech Republic, and that eight
were still missing. That brings
the death toll so far to 24 in the
region.
Authorities have also reported
seven deaths each in Poland
and Romania, and five in
Austria. Authorities across the

affected region have deployed
their militaries. In the two
hardest-hit regions in the
northeast Czech Republic,
troops joined firefighters and
other emergency officials to
help residents with cleanup
and recovery efforts. Army
helicopters have been used to
distribute humanitarian help
while soldiers are building tem-
porary bridges after many were
destroyed in the flooding.

Some 400 people remain in
evacuation centres in the
regional capital of Ostrava and
are not able yet to return home.
In the country’s southwest near
the border with Austria, the
water level of the Luznice River
has reached an extreme level
but the evacuation of 1,000 peo-
ple in the town of Veseli nad
Luznici was not necessary for
the moment, officials said.
Further to the south, in

Hungary, flood waters contin-
ued to rise on Thursday as
authorities shut down road-
ways, rail stations and ferries
along the Danube River. In the
capital, Budapest, water spilled
over the city’s lower quays and
threatened to reach transport
infrastructure like trams and
metro lines. Some transport
services were suspended.
Further upriver, in a region
known as the Danube Bend,
homes and restaurants near
the riverbanks were inundated
as officials and volunteers con-
tinued to place sandbags to
reinforce levees. Nearly 6,000
professionals, including mem-
bers of Hungary’s water author-
ity and military, have been
mobilised to assist in flood
preparations, Prime Minister
Viktor Orbán said in a news
conference Thursday morn-
ing. Inmates from prisons had
also been mobilised to help fill
sandbags, Orbán said.
The Danube rose nearly one
metre (3.3 feet) in 24 hours, and
by Thursday morning stood at

771 cm, approaching the 891-
cm record set during major
flooding in 2013. In southwest-
ern Poland, the high water
reached the city of Wroclaw and
a stretched-out wave was
expected to take many hours,
even days to pass, exerting
pressure on the embankments.
Concerned by the scope of the
destruction and the need for
immediate aid, Prime Minister
Donald Tusk invited von der
Leyen to Wroclaw to see the sit-
uation with her own eyes.
Government leaders from the
Czech Republic, Slovakia and
Austria are also to be present.
To the south in Italy, about a
thousand residents were evac-
uated in the northern region of
Emilia-Romagna after it was hit
by torrential rains and severe
flooding overnight, local media
reported Thursday.
Rivers flooded in three of the
region’s provinces - Ravenna,
Bologna and Faenza - as local
mayors asked people to stay on
the upper floors or leave their
houses.
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Until recently,  Lil l ian
Dunsmuir of Bullhead

City, Arizona, “didn’t really
think about” Kamala Harris
and had no opinion of the vice
president. But now she likes
what she’s seeing.
“She’s funny. I think she’s very
smart. She can speak well,” said
Dunsmuir, a 58-year-old real
estate agent. “I would feel safe
with her because I think she
can handle herself with foreign
leaders. I like her because
she’s for pro-choice, and so am
I.”
Voters view Harris slightly
more favorably than they did
in July, just after President Joe
Biden dropped out of the race,
according to a new poll from
The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs
Research. The Democratic
presidential nominee is now
seen more positively than neg-
atively. Former President
Donald Trump’s favorability
ratings remained steady,

although the poll was conduct-
ed prior to the apparent assas-
sination attempt of the
Republican nominee on his
golf course in Florida on
Sunday. According to the sur-
vey, about half of voters have
a somewhat or very positive
view of Harris, and 44% have
a somewhat or very negative
view. That’s a small shift since
late July, just after Biden
dropped out of the race, when
views of Harris were slightly
more unfavorable than favor-
able. Six in 10 voters, mean-
while, have a somewhat or
very unfavorable view of
Trump, while about 4 in 10
have a somewhat or very
favorable view of him.
Changes in views of national
figures like Biden, Trump or
Harris have been rare over the
past few years. Trump’s favor-
ability rating didn’t budge over
the course of the summer,
despite a felony conviction, a
close call with a would-be
assassin in Pennsylvania, and
a new opponent in the presi-

dential contest. But Trump
has prevailed in the past with
similarly low favorability rat-
ings. He won the 2016 election
despite being broadly unpop-
ular, and came close to win-
ning in 2020 under similar
conditions.
The survey also found that rel-
atively small shares of voters —
around one-third — say the
phrase “would change the
country for the better”
describes Trump or Harris
extremely or very well, sug-
gesting that voters retain some
gloom about their options in
the race.“Everyone talks about
how polarized we are. I don’t
see the election solving that,”
said Sean Luebbers, a 55-year-
old high school history teacher
in Upland, California, who
supports Harris. “I don’t see
Harris solving that. I think a
lot of the damage has already
been done, so I’m not hopeful
that the election will solve that.
Right now, you might call it
triage. We can’t make things
worse.”
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London (PTI): A Pakistani-ori-
gin man who used a fake iden-
tity to stir up racial hatred online
during last month’s riots in dif-
ferent parts of the UK has been
sentenced to two years and four
months imprisonment after
admitting to disseminating offen-
sive messages on social media.
Ehsan Hussain, 25, was sen-
tenced at Birmingham Crown
Court on Wednesday after a West
Midlands Police investigation
revealed he had used a fake
name belonging to an innocent
member of the public. He is said
to have posted “numerous and
vile messages” through the app
Telegram in a chat group contain-
ing over 12,000 members during
far-right and anti-immigrant
violent disorder in August. The
police presented screenshots cap-
tured of the posts, which called
for disorder in Alum Rock and
Bordesley Green in Birmingham
and incited racial violence.
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Ottawa (PTI): Canada has
announced to reduce study
permits for international stu-
dents, a move that is likely to
affect many Indian nationals.In
a post on X late Wednesday
night, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said, “We’re granting
35% fewer international stu-
dent permits this year. And
next year, that number’s going
down by another 10%.”
“Immigration is an advantage
for our economy - but when
bad actors abuse the system
and take advantage of stu-
dents, we crack down,” he said.

The move comes as the
Canadian government is look-
ing to reduce the number of
temporary residents. Canada is
one of the most sought-after
destinations for Indian stu-
dents. Trudeau’s announce-
ment is likely to impact many
Indian students who wish to
study in Canada. 
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More than two dozen top
American lawmakers

have expressed outrage over the
recent vandalism of a Hindu
temple in New York, which
came days ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
to the US. The road and the sig-
nage outside the BAPS
Swaminarayan Temple in
Melville, New York, were
sprayed with expletives on
Monday. Melville is located in
Suffolk County, on Long Island
and is about 28 kilometres
from the 16,000-seater Nassau
Veterans Memorial Coliseum,
where Prime Minister Modi is
scheduled to address a mega
community event on
September 22. “The desecra-
tion of this Hindu house of
worship is vile. Hate has no
place on Long Island or any-
where else in New York or
across America,” Senate
Majority Leader Senator Chuck
Schumer said. “I am deeply
saddened by the desecration of
the BAPS Mandir in Melville,
NY. This act of vandalism is a
clear attempt to incite hatred
against Hindus and has no
place in our country. We must
come together to show that love
and understanding will always
triumph over intolerance and
division,” Congressman Rich
McCormick said. 

“It is upsetting to see the hate-
ful vandalism of the BAPS

Hindu Temple in Melville, New
York. I’m wishing our Hindu
community strength and peace
in the face of this unacceptable
display of intolerance. Standing
together, we can remain
stronger than hate,” said law-
maker Andy Kim.
Congressman Brad Sherman
said the vandalism of the tem-
ple is not only a “vile act of
hate” against the Hindu com-
munity but also an “unjust
attack on our shared value of

religious pluralism”. “I stand
with Hindu Americans. Those
responsible must be prosecut-
ed to the law’s fullest extent,” he
said. “Hate has no home in our
community. That was the uni-
fied message from more than a
dozen of my fellow elected
officials and me in response to
the hateful, intolerant graffiti
and vandalism at the BAPS
Hindu Temple in Melville,”
said Congressman Nick
LaLota. “Our great nation was
founded on the principles of
religious and political free-
dom, and I’m proud to see lead-
ers from both parties swiftly
come together to support the
BAPS community during this
difficult time,” he said.
Congresswoman Michelle Steel
strongly condemned the “hate-
ful act of vandalism” targeting
the Hindu community in New
York. 

“Now more than ever,
Americans must unify behind
the values of decency and
respect for one another,” she
said. “No one should face fear
due to their faith. I strongly
condemn the recent attacks on
BAPS Mandir in New York.
Standing in solidarity with our
BAPS community and united
against all forms of hate,” law-
maker Glenn Grothman said.
Congressman Buddy Carter
said that religious prejudice is
“not welcome” in America.
Congresswoman Young Kim

said no one should live in fear
because of their faith. 
“I fully condemn the hateful
acts targeting at BAPS Mandir
in New York & join my bipar-
tisan colleagues in standing in
solidarity with our BAPS
friends and united against hate.
Love triumphs hate always,” she
said. Congressman Jonathan L
Jackson said he was deeply sad-
dened by the desecration of the
“magnificent temple and all
threats of hatred against the
Hindu community”. 
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Lebanon’s civil aviation authorities have banned pagers and
walkie-talkies on all airplanes departing from Beirut’s Rafik

Hariri International Airport.
The measure announced Thursday comes after such devices,
mainly used by members of the militant Hezbollah group,
exploded in different parts of Lebanon, killing dozens and
wounding 3,000 people over the past two days.
The authorities called on all airline companies to inform pas-
sengers using the airport that carrying pagers and walkie-talkies
onto jets is banned “until further notice.” 
It added that authorities will confiscate such devices found with
passengers.
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Israeli security officials on Thursday said an Israeli citizen has
been indicted for involvement in an Iranian assassination plot

against top Israeli leaders, including Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. A statement from the Shin Bet internal security
agency said that the citizen was recruited by Iranian intelligence
to “carry out terrorist activities” on Israeli soil and “promote assas-
sination attacks” on Netanyahu, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant
and the head of the Shin Bet, Ronen Bar.
It was unclear how far the alleged plot had advanced.
The statement did not say whether the Israeli had obtained a
weapon or developed a concrete plan.
The statement said the Israeli had traveled to Iran twice — once
in August following the assassination of top Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh in an explosion in Iran’s capital that was widely blamed
on Israel. Israel has not said whether it was involved.
The Shin Bet said the assassination plot was an attempt by Iran
to follow through on its pledge to avenge his death.
The statement said the Israeli was paid 5,000 Euros (USD
5,575.60) but had demanded a million dollars before doing any-
thing. The Iranians refused the demand but said they would be
in touch, according to the Shin Bet. Earlier this week, the Shin
Bet said an explosion in a Tel Aviv park last September was linked
to an attempt by Hezbollah to assassinate Moshe Yaalon, a for-
mer military chief of staff and defense minister.
The Lebanese militant group is closely allied with Iran.
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North Korea said Thursday that
leader Kim Jong Un supervised

successful tests of two types of mis-
siles — one designed to carry a
“super-large conventional warhead”
and the other likely for a nuclear
warhead, as he ordered officials to
bolster up his country’s military
capabilities to repel United States-led
threats.
The tests appear to be the same as
the multiple missile launches that
neighbouring countries said North
Korea performed Wednesday,
extending its run of weapons dis-
plays as confrontations with the US
and South Korea escalate.
The official Korean Central News

Agency said that Kim oversaw the
launch of the country’s newly built
Hwasongpho-11-Da-4.5 ballistic
missile tipped with a dummy “4.5-
tonne super-large conventional war-
head.” It said the test-firing was
meant to verify an ability to accu-
rately hit a 320 kilometre-range
target, suggesting it’s a weapon
aimed at striking sites in South
Korea. KCNA said Kim also guided
the launch of an improved “strate-
gic” cruise missile, a word implying
the weapon was developed to carry
a nuclear warhead.
After the tests, Kim stressed the

need to continue to “bolster up the
nuclear force” and acquire “over-
whelming offensive capability in
the field of conventional weapons,
too,” according to KCNA. It cited
Kim as saying that North Korea can
thwart its enemies’ intentions to
invade only when it has strong mil-
itary power.
KCNA released photos of a missile

hitting a ground target. South
Korea’s military said later Thursday
it assessed that both ballistic and

cruise missiles fired by North Korea
the previous day landed in the
North’s mountainous northeastern
region.
North Korea typically test-launch-

es missiles off its east coast, and it’s
highly unusual for the country to fire
missiles at land targets likely because
of concerns about potential damages
on the ground if the weapons land
in unintended areas.

Jung Chang Wook, head of the
Korea Defence Study Forum think

tank in Seoul, said North Korea like-
ly aims to show it’s confident about
the the accuracy of its new ballistic
missile. Jung said the missile’s high-
powered warhead is meant to attack
ground targets, but North Korea
hasn’t acquired weapons that can
penetrate deep into the earth and
destroy underground structures.
The Hwasongpho-11-Da-4.5 mis-
sile’s first known test occurred in
early July. North Korea said the July
test was successful as well, but
South Korea’s military disputed the
claim saying one of the two missiles
fired by North Korea travelled
abnormally during the initial stage
of its flight before falling at an unin-
habited area near Pyongyang, the
capital. North Korea hasn’t released
photos on the July launches.
North Korea has been pushing to

introduce a variety of sophisticated
weapons systems designed to attack
both South Korea and the mainland
US to deal with what it calls its rivals’
intensifying security threats. Many
foreign experts say North Korea
would ultimately want to use its
enlarged arsenal as leverage to win
greater concessions in future deal-
ings with the US. Worries about
North Korea deepened last week as
it disclosed photos of a secretive
facility to enrich uranium for
nuclear weapons. KCNA said that

Kim, during a visit to the facility,
called for stronger efforts to “expo-
nentially” produce more nuclear
weapons.
It was unclear whether the facility

is at North Korea’s main Yongbyon
nuclear complex. But it was the
North’s first unveiling of a uranium-
enrichment facility since it showed
one at the country’s main Yongbyon
nuclear complex to visit ing
American scholars led by nuclear
physicist Siegfried Hecker in 2010.
In an analytical piece jointly written
with another expert, Robert Carlin,
that was posted Wednesday on
North Korea-focused website 38
North, Hecker said the centrifuge
hall shown in the recent North
Korean photos was not the same one
that he saw in November 2010.
Hecker and Carlin said they believe
the new centrifuges provide “only a
modest increased capacity,” though
North Korea could increase enrich-
ment capacity just by building more
centrifuge plants. In another joint
analysis also posted Friday on 38
North, other experts said that the
centrifuges shown in the photos are
not the ones observed by Hecker but
a more advanced design. They said
the images send “a strong message
that the country has ample capaci-
ty and continued will to expand its
nuclear program.” 
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Cash-strapped Sri Lanka on
Thursday announced that it

has reached an in principle
agreement with external com-
mercial creditors the restructur-
ing of approximately USD 17.5
billion of external commercial
debts. The agreements have
been reached with holders of its
International Sovereign Bonds,
following negotiations with the
Ad Hoc Group of Bondholders
(AHGB), a representative group
of international investors, and
the Local Consortium of Sri
Lanka (LCSL), a representative
group of domestic financial
institutions. A statement from
the President’s Media Division
(PMD) said, collectively, the
two groups hold in excess of 50
per cent of the Bonds.
Sri Lanka declared its first-ever
sovereign default in mid-April
2022, having run out of its for-
eign exchange reserves. The
halt to the debt services meant
that the multilateral creditor
nations and commercial lenders
could not extend fresh financing

to the country. In July, the Sri
Lankan government reached a
debt restructuring deal with
international sovereign bond-
holders after protracted negoti-
ations with countries such as
China, India, France and Japan.
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe on Wednesday
said that the island nation’s
bankruptcy is officially due to
end on Thursday, remarks
aimed at boosting his re-election
chances on the last day of the
presidential election campaign
ahead of the September 21 elec-
tion. 
The PMD statement said, the
agreements provide Sri Lanka
with enhanced debt relief com-
pared to the Joint Working
Framework agreed in July 2024,
including a further reduction in
interest payments provided in
the new agreement. “Sri Lanka
also announced that it has
finalised agreement in principle
with China Development Bank
(CDB) on the key financial
terms of the restructuring of
approximately USD 3.3 billion of
sovereign debt,” the PMD added. 
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Pakistan’s jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan’s party

on Thursday claimed that
Punjab Police have launched a
crackdown on the outfit, arrest-
ing dozens of its workers ahead
of its planned power show in
Lahore on Saturday.
“Police have detained Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) parlia-
mentary leader in Punjab
Assembly Ali Imtiaz Warraich,
senior leader Afzal Phat and
dozens of other party workers
ahead of its power show at the
ground of Minar-i-Pakistan,
Lahore on Saturday (Sept 21),”
PTI leader Ali Ijaz Butter said.
He said despite “fascist tactics”
by the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) gov-
ernment, the PTI would hold
a historic rally in Lahore. PTI
founder Khan has asked the
masses to come out of their
homes and participate in the
Sept 21 rally. Quoting the jailed
former premier, his official X
handle on late Wednesday
night posted, “I urge my nation
to come out for the Lahore jalsa
(rally) on Saturday with unwa-
vering resolve and commit-
ment. Resistance against this
illegitimate government is a
responsibility that every consci-
entious citizen must undertake.
This is a battle for the survival
of our future generations!”
At a post at opportunity for the

people of Punjab, especially
Lahore, to support Khan “like
they came out in droves on Feb
8 and voted for the candidates
chosen by him”. It is high time
that people should raise their
voice for taking back their
stolen mandate and the future
of the younger generations, he
said. 
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The Vatican on Thursday gave
the green light for Catholics

to continue flocking to a south-
ern Bosnian village where chil-
dren reported seeing visions of
the Virgin Mary, offering its
approval for devotion in one of
the most contested aspects of
Roman Catholic practice in
recent years. In a detailed analy-
sis after nearly 15 years of study,
the Vatican’s doctrine office did-
n’t declare that the reported
apparitions in Medjugorje were
authentic or of supernatural ori-
gin. And it flagged concerns
about contradictions in some of
the “messages” the alleged vision-
aries say they have received over
the years. But in line with new
Vatican criteria in place this
year, the Dicastery for the
Doctrine of the Faith ruled that
the “spiritual fruits” stemming
from the Medjugorje experience
more than justified allowing the
faithful to organise pilgrimages
there and permit public acts of
devotion. The decision essential-
ly overrules the original doubts
about the alleged apparitions at
Medjugorje by the region’s past
diocesan bishops. And it ignores
current concerns about the eco-
nomic interests that have turned
Medjugorje into a thriving des-
tination for religious tourists.
But with Pope Francis’ approval,
the doctrine office decided that
“the abundant and widespread
fruits, which are so beautiful and
positive,” justified its decision. 
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In a jolt to telecom firms, the
Supreme Court has

dismissed a batch of pleas
filed by companies, including
Vodafone Idea and Bharti
Airtel, seeking correction of
alleged errors in the Adjusted
Gross Revenue.
A bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and
Justices Sanjiv Khanna and B
R Gavai also rejected the plea
of telcos seeking to list the
curative petitions for open
court hearing.
A curative petition is the last
legal recourse in the apex
court and is generally
considered in-chamber
unless a prima facie case is
made out for reconsideration
of the verdict.
“Application for listing the
Curative Petitions in open
Court is rejected. We have

gone through the Curative
Petitions and the connected

documents. In our opinion,
no case is made out within

the parameters indicated in
the decision of this court in
Rupa Ashok Hurra v Ashok
Hurra. The Curative Petitions
are dismissed,” the bench
observed in an order dated
August 30, which was
uploaded on Thursday.
On October 9 last year, the
top court had taken note of
submissions of some
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
companies seeking listing of
their pleas on Adjusted Gross
Revenue (AGR) due issue.
The telcos had referred to
alleged errors in the
arithmetic calculation for
arriving at the AGR-related
dues by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT).
In July 2021, the Supreme
Court dismissed a plea
seeking correction of errors
in the demand of AGR dues. 
The telecom companies had
moved the top court claiming

there were several errors in
arriving at the AGR dues
which totalled over Rs 1 lakh
crore.
Vodafone-Idea’s total liability
was Rs 58,254 crore and
Bharti Airtel’s Rs 43,980
crore. 
Earlier, the top court had
given the telecom companies
10 years to clear their
outstanding dues to the
government. The top court
held that the demand raised
by the DoT witha respect to
AGR dues would be final.  It
also said that telecom
companies shall not raise any
dispute and there shall not be
any re-assessment.
It had said telecom operators
shall pay 10 per cent of the
total dues as demanded by
DoT by March 31, 2021, and
the rest in yearly instalments
commencing from April 1,
2021, to March 31, 2031.

SC rejects telecom companies
curative pleas on AGR computation
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The United States is India’s sixth largest
energy trade partner and the growing

bilateral trade has the potential to cross the
USD 500 billion-mark from USD 200 billion at
present, Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri has said.
The hydrocarbon trade between the two
countries has reached USD 13.6 billion in
2023-24 nearly double the figure from 2018-
19, Puri said at a roundtable with energy
companies. The roundtable, held on the
sidelines of the global energy conference
Gastech 2024, here was attended by Mukesh
Aghi, President and CEO of USISPF, and
Consul General of India in Houston, D C
Manjunath, among others.
Puri said that the US is now India’s sixth-
largest energy trade partner, with hydrocarbon
trade valued at USD 2.43 billion in the first
two months of FY 2024-25.
This momentum indicates the potential for
total bilateral trade to soar from around USD
200 billion to over USD 500 billion, he said.
During his visit the minister also engaged with
stakeholders from the US-India Business
Council (USIBC), the US-India Strategic
Partnership Forum (USISPF), and industry
leaders to underscore the significance of the
US-India energy partnership.
The conference was organised by USISPF, an
advocacy group dedicated to strengthening

the strategic partnership between the US and
India. Puri highlighted India’s leadership
during its G20 Presidency, where it launched
the Global Biofuels Alliance in collaboration
with the US and other like-minded countries.
This initiative aims to develop and deploy low-
carbon solutions, further reinforcing the
commitment to sustainable energy practices.
In a meeting with Brad Crabtree, Assistant
Secretary of the Office of Fossil Energy and
Carbon Management at the US Department of
Energy, Puri discussed the unique challenges
India faces as the third-largest hydrocarbon
consumer while aiming for net zero emissions
by 2070. 
The discussion covered issues such as carbon
capture, utilization, and storage (CCUS) as a
vital solution for enhancing energy security
and emissions reduction, alongside
advancements in CO2 removal and innovative
biofuels. 
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Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan

on Thursday announced that
the government will soon
release the report of the
committee on Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for
crops, which was established
following the withdrawal of
the three controversial farm
laws.
The minister also unveiled
new initiatives aimed at
modernizing agriculture and
improving farmer
engagement during a press
briefing on the achievements
of the Modi 3.0 government’s
first 100 days. ‘Adhunik Krishi
Choupal’, a new programme
featuring scientists sharing
agricultural innovations with
farmers, will be aired on
Doordarshan and All India
Radio from October.
The minister will hold weekly
interactions with farmers and
agricultural leaders at the
agriculture ministry, in an

initiative dubbed “Kisan
Samvad.” 
On genetically modified
(GM) cotton technology
awaiting regulatory approval,
Chouhan said, “This is a
sensitive topic for us. The
approval will be given after
wider consultations.”
“The report has not been
prepared yet. The committee
is working continuously,”
Chouhan told reporters when
asked about the status.
The committee on MSP,
headed by former agriculture
secretary Sanjay Agrawal, has

held more than two dozen
meetings and workshops so
far.”The committee members
are in touch with me. We will
make the report public soon,”
he added. The committee was
established in July 2022, eight
months after the government
promised to set up such a
panel while withdrawing the
three contentious farm laws.
The committee was tasked to
make suggestions so as to
make MSP more effective and
transparent; to promote
natural farming; and to
change crop patterns keeping
in mind the changing needs
of the country. Asserting that
the government is pursuing a
three-pronged strategy to
boost farm output, the
minister said the focus is on
ensuring timely supply of
affordable crop inputs,
enhancing farmers’ income
and ensuring fair prices for
produce.To combat impact of
climate change, 109 high-
yielding, climate-resilient
crop varieties have been
released, Chouhan said.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday

said the banking sector will
have to play a crucial role in
driving the agenda of making
India a developed nation or
Viksit Bharat by 2047.

The Finance Minister was
speaking at an event here to
mark the 90th Foundation
Day of the Bank of
Maharashtra, a public sector
lender.
“Banks will have to play a
crucial role in driving the
agenda set by the Prime
Minister and by your role, we
are going to give greater
momentum to achieving this
dream,” she said.
Sitharaman said banks will be
required to give strong
momentum to the
infrastructure sector, ensure
the availability of need-based
funding to MSMEs, bring

unbanked population under
the ambit of formal banking
channels, and help increase
insurance penetration.
She noted that technology is
changing the banking
landscape as it provides a

secure and easy-to-navigate
digital banking experience to
all customers.
However, she added that “you
(banks) cannot have a digital
system which somewhere gets
hacked, and the entire system

and the trust which is laid on
it getting compromised. So
you need to have a robust and
resilient system for which
every now and then you need
to make sure that the firewalls
are adequate, any emergency
drill which you need to do,
what if situation so you know
to handle if there is an
emergency in terms of digital
insecure incidents”.
The minister also highlighted
the rising popularity of the
UPI in driving digital
payments, saying 45 per cent
of all real-time digital
payments globally take place
in India.
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Seasoned off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin
sparkled on home turf

with his sixth Test hundred as
he combined with Ravindra
Jadeja to steer India out of
trouble and post a formidable
339 for six on day one of the
first Test against Bangladesh
here on Thursday.
Ashwin (102 batting) and
Jadeja (86 batting) added 195
runs (174 minutes, 225 balls)
for a riveting unbroken
seventh wicket stand after
young pacer Hasan Mahmud
(4/58) reduced India to 144 for
six, despite Yashasvi Jaiswal
making a solid 56.
The ebb and flow of the day’s
proceedings was quite
remarkable and mostly
revolved around Ashwin,
Jadeja and Mahmud, who
made his Test debut in March
this year and was just three
games old in the format before
this match.
In a stunning first spell of 5-2-
6-3, the 24-year-old Mahmud
accounted for the cream of
Indian top-order -- Rohit
Sharma (6), Shubman Gill (0)
and Virat Kohli (6) -- before
snapping Rishabh Pant’s return
to Test cricket (39 off 52 balls)
in the initial moments of the
second session.
KL Rahul, another Indian
batter who is re-entering the
Indian Test establishment, fell
for 16 to off-spinner Mehidy

Hasan Miraz as fortune’s
pendulum stayed firmly in
Bangladesh’s quarter.
But then came the two
gladiators who know Chepauk
like the back of their hand --
Ashwin by birth and Jadeja
through his long association
with the Chennai Super Kings.
One more wicket at that stage
would have extended the
dominance of Bangladesh, but
such thoughts hardly disturbed
Ashwin and Jadeja.
Ashwin went off the blocks
with a flurry of boundaries, a
firm validation of his oh-so-
smooth timing born out of
fluent hand movement
through shots and precise
footwork.
There was this ramp shot off
Mahmud, who tried to rattle
Ashwin with a short-pitched
delivery that climbed onto his
body.
But the veteran player arched
himself back ever so slightly to
gain space to execute the ramp
over the slip -- fabulous in
conceptualisation and
execution. 
At times, he scored at a strike
rate in excess of 100 and was
not hesitant to travel the more
uncultured way. A slog sweep
that went for six over mid-
wicket off left-arm spinner
Shakib Al-Hasan testified that.
Jadeja was a tad different in his
approach. Sensing that Ashwin
was in good touch, the left-
hander had the simple job of
keeping his end going and he

did that with minimum fuss.
A past master in operating
from behind the giant shadows
of superstars, Jadeja looked
extremely comfortable doing
that once more, providing the
assurance Ashwin needed.
But there were moments, the
showman in Jadeja came forth
and Shakib was the aggrieved
party, getting hammered for
three fours.
Bangladesh’s star of the day
Mahmud, too was not spared
as Jadeja, who raised his fifty
off 73 balls, played a drag-pull
off the pacer to send him for a
six.
Other times, he wing-heeled
across the pitch for those ones
and twos to keep the
Bangladesh bowlers frustrated.
The spectators eventually
witnessed the moment that
they had been waiting for
when Ashwin reached the
hundred with a single off
Shakib, and they welcomed it
with applause, cheers and loud
bugling. It was his second
consecutive hundred at his
home ground after going past
the three-figure mark here
against England in 2021. And
it could not have come at a
better time as well.
But before the epic fightback,
the Indian innings resembled a
crumbling rampart. It’s not
often that a team winning the
toss would elect to bowl first
here as that translates into a
fourth-innings chase.
But Bangladesh skipper

Najmul Hossain Shanto bit the
bullet while going against the
trend, and was rewarded for it
too. Rohit, who was saved by
DRS when he was on 1, was the
first to depart.
The Indian skipper had little
choice other than playing a
wobble seam delivery that
came at him on a tight angle as
he edged to Shanto at second
slip.
Gill lasted just eight balls but
he would count himself
unlucky, feathering Mahumd’s
down the leg side delivery to
stumper Litton Das.
Kohli walked into the Chepauk
amid loud cheers and looked
confident. But an old failing
resurfaced to haunt him.
Mahmud pitched one just
short of the length outside the
off-stump, and the length was
not suitable for a drive.
But the star batter chose to play
an expansive one with the ball
nestling in Litton’s gloves after
taking a healthy edge off his
bat.
Jaiswal and Pant added 62 runs
for the fourth wicket to
temporarily check the free fall
before both perished in close
succession in the middle
session.
Bangladesh might have
thought the effort was good
enough to keep the home side
flat on the ropes, but Ashwin
and Jadeja made them wiser as
to why it is so tough to keep
India on the back-foot at home
for long.

ASHWIN, JADEJA TANGO SAVES INDIA AFTER HASAN MAHMUD’S EARLY STRIKES
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Manchester City faces a new
injury concern for Kevin

de Bruyne ahead of a showdown
with Premier League title rival
Arsenal after the playmaker was
substituted at halftime of
Champions League match
against Inter Milan. The Belgium
international looked in discom-
fort after making a run late in the
first half. After receiving treat-
ment, De Bruyne didn’t return
for the second half and was
replaced by Ilkay Gundogan. The

game ended 0-0.
City hosts title rival Arsenal at
Etihad Stadium on Sunday.
City manager Pep Guardiola
said he didn’t know the extent of
De Bruyne’s injury, but was
informed by the club doctor the
playmaker could not carry on in
the second half.
“I didn’t speak with the doctors
yet,” Guardiola said about De
Bruyne’ availability for the week-
end. “(He will be) Assessed
tonight, maybe tomorrow. We
will have more info tomorrow.”
De Bruyne endured an injury-

disrupted campaign last season
when he was sidelined from
August to January with a ham-
string problem. He returned to
help the club secure a record
fourth straight English title.
He has started every game this
season and scored in City’s 4-1
win against Ipswich last month.
City held off challenges from
Arsenal in each of the last two
seasons to lift the title. The north
London club is expected to be
City’s main rival again this term.
Arsenal has its own injury prob-
lems ahead of the game after

captain Martin Odegaard was
ruled out with ankle ligament
damage.
Without De Bruyne, City failed
to find a breakthrough against
Inter and was shut out at home
in the Champions League for the
first time since a 0-0 draw with
Sporting Lisbon in March 2022.
It was only the second time in
all competitions since then that
Guardiola’s team failed to score
at home - the other coming in
a 0-0 with Arsenal in the league
in March. City extended its
unbeaten home run in European

games to 32, dating back to a 2-
1 loss to Lyon in 2018.
HAALAND LOCKED ON 99:
Erling Haaland has looked
unstoppable this season with
nine goals in his first four games
of the campaign before
Wednesday match. But that run
was snapped by Inter with the
Norway striker stuck on 99
goals for City.
Haaland also failed to score
against the Italians when the
teams met in the Champions
League final in 2023, which City
won 1-0 to lift the trophy for the

first time in its history.
“They are masters of defending,”
Guardiola said.
GUARDIOLA’S FUTURE:
With his contract expiring at the
end of the season, Guardiola
sounds like he’s still loving life at
City. Asked by an Italian journal-
ist if he could see himself work-
ing in Italy in the future,
Guardiola said: “I really enjoy
being here. I love English foot-
ball, it is fantastic, really enjoy-
able. They leave you alone to get
on with the job. That doesn’t
happen anywhere else.
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