Follow us on: [} @TheDailyPioneer [ifacebook.com/dailypioneer

Published From: VIJAYAWADA HYDERABAD DELHI LUCKNOW BHOPAL RAIPUR CHANDIGARH BHUBANESWAR RANCH|I DEHRADUN

VIJAYAWADA, TUESDAY, 0CTOBER 22, 2024; PAGES 12 74

www.dailypioneer.com

Established 1864

RNI No.APENG/2018/76468

*LATE CITY VOL. 6 ISSUE 355
*Air Surcharge Extra if Applicable

‘India does not believe
in ‘taken-for-granted’
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DON'T MISS...

Rich tributes paid to
police martyrs....

Minister for Social Welfare, Dola
Bala Veeranjaneya Swamy, and SP
AR Damodhar paid tributes to
martyrs on Police
Commemoration Day,
remembering the supreme
sacrifices made by security
personnel to safeguard the nation’s
sovereignty and maintain law and
order. The Police Commemoration
Day ceremony took place at the
police parade ground, where the
Minister and the SP honoured the
martyrs by placing wreaths at the
police memorial. Speaking on the
occasion, Minister Bala
Veeranjaneya Swamy....

25 teams of NDRF
on standbyin...

The National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) has kept 14 teams in
West Bengal and 11 teams in
Odisha on standby for deployment
in the wake of an impending
cyclonic storm in the Bay of
Bengal which is likely to make a
landfall between Puri and Sagar
Island on Thursday, a government
statement said Monday. In a
meeting of the National Crisis
Management Committee (NCMC)
to review preparedness for the
impending cyclone on Monday,
Cabinet Secretary TV Somanathan
was also informed...
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When scammers
cloned Mittal’s...

Scammers often use Al voice
clones to con commoners to
transfer money or disclose
financial information but it’s rare
when they try to impersonate a
billionaire. This is exactly what
scammers tried to do by cloning
telecom czar Sunil Bharti Mittal's
voice to scam his executive in
Dubai to transfer money.
Fortunately, the executive was
smart enough to realise Mittal
won't ask for such a huge money
transfer and the scam was stopped
in its tracks. On Monday, speaking
at the NDTV World...

Pressureon Siraj
afteronly19...

Indian skipper Rohit Sharma
believes in consistency when it
comes to team selection but he
will have to take a leap of faith to
retain speedster Mohammed Siraj
in the playing eleven for the
second Test against New Zealand
considering his poor run in home
conditions. The match starts in
Pune from October 24 and
inclusion of spin bowling all-
rounder Washington Sundar as the
fifth slow bowler is an indication
that coach Gautam Gambhir and
Rohit might go for the jugular on a
spin-friendly track...
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Rs 11 000 crore H

UDCO

loan for Amaravatl works

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Municipal and Urban Development
Minister Ponguru Narayana
announced that the Housing and
Urban Development Corporation
(HUDCO) has agreed to provide a
loan of Rs 11,000 crore for the con-
struction of Amaravati, the new cap-
ital of Andhra Pradesh. The minis-
ter, accompanied by Special Chief
Secretary Anil Kumar Singhal, held
discussions with HUDCO officials
during a visit to New Delhi on

Monday.
They met with HUDCO CMD
Sanjay Kul Shrestha and

HUDCO Vijayawada Regional
Chief B.S.N. Murthy. Minister
Narayana presented the govern-
ment's vision for the construc-
tion of Amaravati to the
HUDCO officials. Satisfied with
the government's plans, the
HUDCO CMD approved the
loan of Rs 11,000 crore to the
Andhra Pradesh Capital Region

Development Authority (APCR-
DA) for the project.

The minister stated that the govern-
ment, after coming to power, has been
focused on securing funds for the cap-
ital's development. The estimated
cost for completing Phase-1 of
Amaravati’s construction is Rs 26,000
crore. The World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank have already
agreed to provide Rs 15,000 crore in
loans, and with HUDCQ’s addition-
al Rs 11,000 crore, the capital works
will progress rapidly, he said.

Minister Narayana further
explained that following Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu’s
relaunch of the Amaravati project,
several banks and financial institu-
tions have shown interest in sup-
porting the construction of the
world-class capital. The govern-
ment is committed to adhering to
a fixed timeline for completing
buildings and essential infrastruc-
ture in the capital.

Continued on Page 2

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu paid homage to
police martyrs, honouring their sac-
rifices, and announced a Rs 20 crore
annual allocation for the welfare of
police personnel on Monday.

Speaking at the Police
Commemoration Day event at the
Indira Gandhi Municipal Stadium in
Vijayawada, the Chief Minister
praised the police forces for their
relentless efforts. He highlighted that
the police work tirelessly, 24 hours
a day, without rest, to ensure the
safety of the public. “Andhra Pradesh
police is a brand and has a proud
history of suppressing factional-
ism, rowdyism, and Naxalism in the
State,” said Chandrababu Naidu.

He also promised to further
strengthen the police system, stat-
ing that Rs 100 crore had been
released for the department over the
last four months. He criticised the
previous government, pointing out
that while the former Chief Minister
spent Rs 12 crore on fencing his
house, he failed to release Rs10 crore
for fingerprint identification tech-
nology. Chandrababu noted that
despite spending Rs 700 crore on
survey stones, the former regime did
not allocate Rs 10 crore for installing
CCTYV cameras, and bills worth Rs
763 crore were left pendin

ontinuedgdn Page2

‘AP govt keen on housing for poor

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Housing and I & PR Minister K
Parthasarathi has said that the Andhra
Pradesh government, under the leader-
ship of Nara Chandrababu Naidu, is
committed to providing pucca houses to
all eligible households within the next five
years. A two-day regional workshop and
capacity-building programme for the
Awaas+ 2024 App, under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) Gramin,
commenced in Guntur on Monday.
Speaking at the event, the minister
said the State will leverage the PMAY
Gramin 2.0 scheme to identify all eligi-
ble households in rural areas and ensure
they receive sanctions under the pro-

Low pressure area to
intensify into cyclonic
storm by tomorrow

PNS B AMARAVATI

The India Meteorological Department
on Monday said a new low-pressure
area has formed over the Bay of
Bengal, and is likely to intensify into
a cyclonic storm by October 23.

According to the weather
department, the low pressure
formed over east-central Bay of
Bengal and adjoining north
Andaman Sea around 5:30 am on
Monday, influenced by Sunday’s
upper air cyclonic circulation over
north Andaman Sea and adjoin-
ing east-central and southeast
part of the sea.

Drone Policy within @ month

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Secretary (Political) to the Government
of Andhra Pradesh (Political), S Suresh
Kumar, announced that two
Memorandums of Understanding

(MoUs) will be signed during ~_—zzzz—

')

the Drone Conference setto <
commence on Tuesday, .
October 22. Addressing | i
the media on Monday et-h:j
alongside K Dinesh :_h :
Kumar, MD, AP Drones
Corporation, Suresh
Kumar provided details
about the "Amaravati Drone
Summit - 2024" during a briefing

at the state secretariat.

He stated that an agreement has
been reached with the Quality Council
of India, and the Andhra Pradesh
Drone Corporation will soon be
recognised as a certified agency. The
corporation will undertake various ini-
tiatives, including drone pilot training.

"We are set to enter into a knowl-
edge partnership with IIT Tirupati.
Several companies have expressed
interest in signing MoUs, and after
careful evaluation, we will proceed

with the process. Additionally, a

concept paper outlining the
. strategy framework for

. the drone ecosystem
will be released during

. the conference and dis-

'~ tributed to attendees.
After reviewing the

" feedback, we plan to
~finalise the drone policy
within a month," Suresh

Kumar said.

He further highlighted that
Tuesday’s event will be one of the
largest drone showcases in the coun-
try, featuring 5,500 drones. The drone
show will take place at Punnami Ghat,
near the Krishna River in Vijayawada,
from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, accompa-
nied by cultural programmes.

.

gramme. He mentioned that while the
state could only secure sanctions for 2.46
lakh houses under PMAY Gramin 1.0,

it successfully received approvals for 21
lakh houses under the PMAY Urban 1.0

scheme. Continued on Page 2

Actor Allu Arjun files quash petition

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Tollywood star Allu Arjun filed a
quash petition in the Andhra
Pradesh High Court on
Monday, seeking to have a
case filed against him dur-
ing the 2024 general elec-
tions in Andhra Pradesh
dismissed. The case was
registered in May when the
actor visited Nandyal town to
support YSRCP candidate Shilpa
Ravi Chandra Kishore Reddy; during
a time when Section 144 of the
Criminal Procedure Code and Police
Act 30 were in force. The court has
admitted the petition and is expect-
ed to take it up for hearing on
Tuesday.

During the elections, Allu Arjun
participated in a large public gather-
ing in Nandyal, where his fans turned
out in huge numbers to join the
_ rally. Since Section 144 and

. Police Act 30 were in
\ effect at the time, prior
permission was required
for any large assembly.
However, Allu Arjun did
not obtain the necessary
permission, leading to a case

being filed against him for violat-
ing the Model Code of Conduct and
attending gatherings without approval.

According to reports, Allu Arjun
was accused of allowing a large pub-
lic gathering at Shilpa Ravi Chandra
Kishore Reddy’s house, resulting in
a breach of the code of conduct.

@ Naidu pays tribute to

© (riticises the

QUOTE OF THE DAY
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KTR and Harish Rao are competing
with each other to occupy KCR’s
place. KTR and Harish Rao are not
doing anything for the people
except conducting press
conferences to get photos
published in newspapers. The BRS
is not a political party. The BRS
means KCR, KTR, Kavitha,
Harish and Santhosh. KTR,
Harish, Kavitha and
Santhosh functioned with
the objective of looting.

The KCR family should b \'//

on their assets before
and after 2014

— Kadiam Srihari,
Station Ghanpur MLA
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event in Vijayawada. ﬁ]oflrlggtructure e e o Assures that the
© Praises the police for Mot . . government would firmly
working tirelessly, gerprint @ Clears over Rs 100 croren pending support the police
ensuring public Egmeﬂg (v bilts, '“(l”d"]g Central against forces trying to
safety 24/1. : Government's Rs 61 crore share. destabilise the system.

300 sale deeds of
assets seized by ED

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
Monday said it has seized more than
300 sale deeds of properties ‘acquired'
by former YSRCP MP M V V
Satyanarayana and some others, apart
from benami'land passbooks, follow-
ing raids against them in an Andhra
Pradesh government land grab case.
The federal agency conducted
searches against the former legis-
lator and an auditor, Gannamaneni
Venkateswara Rao, on October 19
at five locations in Visakhapatnam.
Continued on Page2

Dy CM conso

PNS B VIZIANAGARAM

Deputy Chief Minister and Minister for
Rural Development and Rural Water
Supply, Pawan Kalyan, visited Gurla vil-
lage on Monday to offer condolences
to families who recently lost loved ones
due to diarrhoea linked to polluted
water. The outbreak has devastated
nearly 140 households, resulting in the
heart-breaking loss of seven lives.
Expressing his deep sorrow during
the visit, Pawan Kalyan stressed the
government's commitment to deliver-
ing the highest quality medical care for
those affected. "I wanted to ensure that
those affected are receiving the best
possible care," he said, following a tour
of the local Gurla Hospital where he
engaged with medical staff about the

‘Deepam’ from Diwali

CM Naidu says 3 LPG cylinders will be
supplied to eligible households per annum

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu
has announced that free cooking gas
cylinders will be supplied to all eli-
gible women across the State, start-
ing from October 31, to mark the
Deepavali festival.

The Chief Minister held a meeting
at the State Secretariat on Monday
with Minister for Civil Supplies,
Nadendla Manohar, officials from the
Civil Supplies Department, and rep-

resentatives from Indian Oil
Corporation, Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation, and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation.

The meeting focused on finalis-
ing guidelines for implementing
the 'Deepam' scheme. Despite
financial constraints, the State
government is committed to
implementing welfare schemes
that benefit the people, especial-
ly the poor, Naidu said.

Continued on Page2

es kin of diarrhoea victims

patients' conditions. His visit under-
scored the urgency of addressing the
ongoing health crisis, demonstrating
his dedication to the community’s well-
being.

Before meeting with the bereaved
families, Pawan Kalyan convened dis-
cussions with relevant officials to
investigate the source of the water con-
tamination. Continued on Page2

AP competes with developed nations: Lokesh

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Education,
Information Technology (IT), and
Electronics, Nara Lokesh, stated on
Monday that the Andhra Pradesh
government is competing not only
with other Indian states but also
with developed nations in the IT
and Electronics sectors.

Lokesh made this observation
during a meeting with representa-
tives of the Indian Cellular and
Electronics Association (ICEA) in
New Delhi. The meeting was
chaired by ICEA Chairman, Pankaj
Mahindroo. Lokesh explained in
detail the initiatives being taken by
the Andhra Pradesh Government
to transform the state into an elec-
tronics hub, taking advantage of its
favourable environment.

He informed the gathering that
the State government has estab-

lished a task force comprising
renowned industrialists to regular-
ly discuss challenges faced by the
industry and the necessary steps to
address them. He highlighted that
the IT and Electronics sector will
play a crucial role in Andhra

Lokesh made this observation
during a meeting with
representatives of the Indian
Cellular and Electronics
Association (ICEA) in New

Delhi. The meeting was chaired

by ICEA Chairman, Pankaj

Mahindroo. He highlighted that
the IT and Electronics sector will
play a crucial role in Andhra
Pradesh over the next five
years, with plans to create 20
lakh jobs for the youth.

Pradesh over the next five years,
with plans to create 20 lakh jobs
for the youth. A customised policy
for the IT and Electronics industry
will soon be introduced to facili-
tate this growth.

Lokesh also emphasised that

Andhra Pradesh is adopting one of
the most industry-friendly policies
and creating an ecosystem that is
conducive to all industries. The
State is progressing with its
"Speed-of-Doing Business"
approach, he said, adding that

Andhra Pradesh is advancing rap-
idly under the leadership of Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu,
now serving his fourth term.
Lokesh assured the attendees that
the State is ready to provide vari-
ous incentives for those with viable
proposals to set up industries.

He also announced that
Visakhapatnam is being developed
as the I'T powerhouse and the capi-
tal for Artificial Intelligence (AI),
while Tirupati will be developed as
the electronics hub. Lokesh called
for the cooperation of industrial-
ists to achieve these goals.

He further mentioned that
Anantapur and Kurnool districts
will be developed as centres for the
automobile and electronics indus-
tries and that the government is
focusing on developing Amaravati
along the lines of Washington,
D.C. in the United States.
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TGS on hunt for office in Vizag
after Lokesh’s announcement

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

Following the announcement
by IT and Human Resource
Development Minister Nara
Lokesh that Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) will establish a
new campus in
Visakhapatnam, representa-
tives from the IT giant have
commenced the search for
suitable vacant buildings in the
city. Lokesh had revealed that
the foundation stone for the
campus would be laid within
the next 100 days, sparking sig-
nificant excitement in the local
business community.

"We are thrilled to welcome
TCS to Visakhapatnam. This
will not only generate new job
opportunities but also
strengthen the city’s position as
an emerging IT hub," said
Rushikonda IT  Park
Association vice-president O.
Naresh Kumar. He added, "The
government is committed to
supporting TCS in every way
possible, including providing

land and necessary infrastruc-
ture."

TCS is currently considering
vacant buildings at Millennium
Tower in Rushikonda IT Hills
or renting private properties as
a temporary solution until its
permanent facilities are built.
A TCS spokesperson con-
firmed, "We are actively con-
sidering all options to begin
operations swiftly. While the

Jagan to tour
Guntur, YSR
districts on Oct 23

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

YSRCP president and former chief
minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
will be visiting Guntur and YSR dis-
tricts on Wednesday, October 23.
During his visit, he will meet and
console the families of young girls
who were subjected to heinous
crimes. He will begin his visit by
meeting the family of a young
woman from Tenali, who has fall-
en into a comatose state due to the
cruel actions of a TDP worker and
rowdy sheeter. He will visit the
young woman currently undergo-

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Ajith  Singh

September 12, 2024.

occasion of

In an extraordinary show of
resilience and coordination,
the State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) successfully
evacuated over 14,188 people
during the devastating
Budameru floods that affect-
ed several areas, including
Nagar,
Payakapuram, LIC Colony,
Devi Nagar, and RR Peta,
between August 31 and

In a release issued on the
Police
Commemoration Day, the
SDRE highlighted their rapid
response to the disaster. As
widespread flooding wreaked
havoc, the SDRF teams swift-
ly mobilised 35 inflatable rub-
ber boats, enabling large-scale
evacuations and saving count-
less lives. In addition to rescu-
ing people, they also shifted
544 livestock, including sheep
and goats, to safer locations

Millennium Tower is promis-
ing, we are also looking at other
private properties in the city."

One of the two Millennium
Towers at Rushikonda IT Hills,
which spans approximately
three lakh square feet, remains
unoccupied and could serve as
a temporary space for TCS.
However, certain regulatory
challenges must be addressed
since the building is in a

Special Economic Zone (SEZ).
"Besides Millennium Tower, we
have inspected three other
large buildings in
Visakhapatnam. For the initial
phase, we need at least 100,000
square feet," an unnamed TCS
official said. The company
plans to employ around 15,000
people at the new campus, with
recruitment in phases.

A high-level TCS team is
expected to visit
Visakhapatnam soon to inspect
both the Millennium Tower
and other private buildings
under consideration. "Once
the site is finalized, we will
work with the state govern-
ment to discuss next steps,
including securing land for
our permanent campus,’ the
TCS representative added. The
news of TCS’s entry into
Visakhapatnam is being seen as
a significant boost for the
region’s economy, and local
officials have expressed their
enthusiastic support for the ini-
tiative.

SDRF rescues over 14,000
people during Budameru floods

The SDRF reported the
successful evacuation of 14,188
people from flood-affected
areas, the saving of lives
through timely interventions,
and the critical rescue of indi-
viduals requiring medical
attention, including pregnant
women. Ongoing relief efforts
are providing food, shelter, and
medical assistance, with reha-

SDRF teams, who have gone
above and beyond to save
lives," said one local resident.
Another added, "The quick
evacuation and rescue efforts
helped minimise the impact of
the disaster."

As recovery efforts con-
tinue, the SDRF’s relentless
work remains a vital force
in supporting those

Four killed as
bus hits auto

PNS B RAYACHOTI

Four people were killed, and
three others were injured
when a private travel bus col-
lided with an auto rickshaw
on the Kadapa-Chittoor
highway at Kalakada village
in Sambepalli mandal on
Monday.

According to the police,
the auto rickshaw was en
route to Sorakayalapet village
in Sambepalli mandal from
Devabadla village.

Sambepalli and Kalakada
police swiftly arrived at the
accident site and transported

the injured to the
Government General
Hospital (GGH). The

deceased have yet to be iden-
tified, but all of them were
travelling in the auto rick-
shaw.

The condition of two of the
injured individuals is report-
ed to be critical.

The accident caused traffic
on the busy Kadapa-Chittoor
highway to come to a stand-
still, with a large number of
vehicles stranded on either
side of the road.

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Water Resources,
Nimmala Ramanaidu, criti-
cised the previous YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) gov-
ernment for the delays in com-
pleting the Veligonda Project.
In a video conference review
meeting on Monday, he dis-
cussed the current status of key
water projects, including
Veligonda, Handri-Neeva, the
Polavaram Project, and the
Polavaram Left Main Canal,
with officials from the Water
Resources Department.

The meeting, held in his
chamber at the Secretariat,
was attended by Special Chief
Secretary of the Water
Resources Department G Sai
Prasad, Engineer-In-Chief M
Venkateswara Rao, and other
senior officials. Ramanaidu
inquired about the progress of
these projects and requested
estimates on the time needed
for their completion.

The minister stressed that,
under the leadership of Chief
Minister N Chandrababu

vijayawada 02

Irrigation Minister seeks detailed
report on Veligonda Project

Minister Nimmala Ramanaidu conducting a review megting with Irrigation

department officials at the Secretariat in Velagapudi on Monday.

Naidu, efforts are being made to
expedite work on the Veligonda
Project. He announced plans to
visit the project site personally
to ensure that work progresses
at a faster pace.

Ramanaidu emphasised
that, once completed, the
Veligonda Project would
address the irrigation and
drinking water challenges
faced by the underdeveloped
Prakasam district.

He also instructed officials to
submit a detailed report on the
expenditure required to com-
plete the project. Further, he
directed the Water Resources
Department to prepare a plan

to begin the Handri-Neeva
Main Canal extension and lin-
ing works by November, along
with a comprehensive schedule
for the project.

In addition, the minister
reviewed the progress of the
Diaphragm-Wall construction
at the Polavaram Project and
held discussions with engi-
neers from Megha Engineering
Company Limited. He
announced that the govern-
ment is also initiating work on
the Polavaram Left Main Canal
to ensure adequate water sup-
ply for both irrigation and
drinking needs in the North
Coastal districts.

Govt failed on women's safety: Roja

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Former minister RK Roja crit-
icised the state government for
failing to protect women, cit-
ing rising incidents of rape and
murder. She called on Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu,
Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan,
and Home Minister Anita to
resign if they cannot ensure
womenss safety.

Speaking to the media in
Nagari, Roja pointed out that
despite the frequent crimes
against women, the state gov-
ernment continues to ignore
these issues. She highlighted
recent incidents such as the bru-
tal rape and murder of a young
woman in Badvel and the attack
on a woman in Tenali, who is
now brain-dead. Despite these
tragedies, CM Chandrababu
flew to Hyderabad to attend a

AP govt keen on...

TV show recording with MLA
Balakrishna instead of meeting
the victims' families.

Roja also criticised Deputy
CM Pawan Kalyan for his
silence on the issue, question-
ing his previous promises to
take strong action against
criminals. She remarked that
the TDP government was more
focused on political vendettas,

filing false cases against YSRCP
leaders, while using the police
for personal gains instead of
maintaining law and order.

Roja demanded that the
government immediately push
for the implementation of the
Disha Act for women’s safety
and restore women’s police
stations. She warned that if the
government continues to
neglect women’s safety, the
public would respond by teach-
ing them a lesson.

In a separate press confer-
ence in Tadepalli, YSRCP
leader TJR Sudhakar Babu
highlighted several other crit-
ical concerns. He pointed out
the government's failure to
maintain law and order, specif-
ically criticising Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu for not
taking serious steps to control
the increasing violence against

women. He stressed that if the
Disha app had been opera-
tional, many incidents could
have been avoided, directly
blaming the current adminis-
tration for this lapse.
Sudhakar Babu also focused
on the misuse of police forces for
political revenge, accusing the
government of intentionally tar-
geting Dalit leaders in the YSRCP
through false cases against for-
mer MP Nandigam Suresh and
Pinipe Viswaroop's son.
Additionally; he expressed disap-
pointment over the govern-
ment's disregard for women’s
safety, citing the lack of punish-
ment in 74 incidents involving
rape and murder of women in
the past four months. He argued
that this neglect emboldens
criminals and shows the govern-
ment’s indifference towards the
safety of vulnerable populations.

Dy CM consoles kin...

Continued from Page 1

Helearned that the Champavati River was

ing treatment at Guntur GGH in the
morning and offer his condolences
to her family.

Later in the afternoon, he will
meet the family of a young girl who
was brutally assaulted and mur-
dered in Badvel. After his visit, YS
Jagan will proceed to Pulivendula

between August 1 and August
2,2024. These operations were
carried out under the guidance
of senior officers Ch. Srikanth,
Inspector General of Police
(L&O), and B. Raja Kumari,
Deputy Inspector General of
Police, APSP Battalions.

ations progress.

300 sale deeds of...

Continued from Page 1

Satyanarayana was a YSRCP MP from
2019 to 2024. He unsuccessfully contested the
Andhra Pradesh assembly polls earlier this
year from the Visakhapatnam East seat. The
case pertains to a 12.51-acre land (with a mar-
ket value of more than Rs 200 crore) that was
allotted by the State government to the pro-
moters of a company for creating housing pro-
jects for old-age people and orphans. The ED
said in a statement that the Andhra Pradesh
Police FIR file at the Arilova police station in
Visakhapatnam charged Satyanarayana, Rao
and a third person, Gadde Brahmayji, for ‘forg-
ing' signatures, ‘fabricating'sale documents and

ALMANAC

using 'coercion’ to 'grab’ the land. The land
located in Yendana village of Visakhapatnam
was allotted by the state government in 2008
to a company named Hayagreeva Farms and
Developers for the construction of cottages for
the elderly and orphans.

The land, according to the ED, was reg-
istered in the name of the company in 2010
on payment of Rs 5.63 crore. "However, as
per records of Andhra Pradesh Registration
and Stamps Department, the market value
of the said property as on the date of con-
veyance deed was around Rs 30.25 crore," it
said. "After the accused fraudulently acquired
the ownership of the said land, it was divid-
ed into small plots and alienated from 2021

bilitation and recovery contin-
uing to be a key focus as oper-

The affected communities
expressed their gratitude for
the SDRFs swift response.
"We are thankful for the brav-
ery and dedication of the

impacted by the Budameru
floods. Their dedication to
ensuring safety and provid-
ing assistance has played a
crucial role in mitigating
the disaster’s effects and
aiding the region’s rehabil-
itation.

onwards via means of registered agreements
of sale and sale deeds to various persons
thereby generating proceeds of crime of more
than Rs 150 crore," the agency added.

Searches at the residences and office
premises of the accused persons resulted in
the seizure of digital devices and incrimi-
nating documents in the form of benami
land mutation passbooks; more than 300
sale deeds of immovable properties acquired
in the names of Rao, Satyanarayana and
their family members, and cash transactions
of more than Rs 50 crore in the acquisition
of immovable properties, the ED claimed.
The complainant in the case said in the June
22 police FIR that once the land was allot-
ted to him, he engaged Rao, who in turn,
introduced him to Satyanarayana and
Brahmaji for developing the government-
mandated project on it.

AP police abrand: CM...
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He also highlighted that on 9th August
2024, the Prime Minister approved the
"Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Gramin -
2.0." The state of Andhra Pradesh is
contributing an additional Rs 30,000
per house and is providing 20 metric
tonnes of free sand, worth Rs 15,000
per house. Additionally, SHG groups
are being offered loans at a 3% interest
rate, he added.

Union Minister P. Chandrasekhar
addressed the gathering, emphasis-
ing the Government of India’s com-
mitment to achieving "Housing for
All" in rural areas. He noted that
PMAY-G had been launched in
April 2016, and under its first phase
from 2016-17 to 2023-24, the Centre
had sanctioned 2.95 crore houses, of
which 2.66 crore have already been
completed, a remarkable achieve-
ment under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership.

The union minister urged partici-
pants from various states, as well as
officials from APSHCL at the state
and district levels, to take full
advantage of the workshop by famil-

‘Deepam’

Continued from Page 1

iarising themselves with the proce-
dures and technical details, which
would aid in the effective imple-
mentation of the PMAY Gramin
programme in the coming years.

He also pointed out that con-
structing houses at the current unit
cost of Rs 1.20 lakh per house, as
provided by the Government of
India, is challenging in Andhra
Pradesh. The Ministry of Urban
Housing Affairs is allocating a unit
cost of Rs 2.50 lakh (with Rs 1.50
lakh from the Centre and Rs 1.00
lakh from the state) under PMAY
Urban 2.0 in UDA areas. Therefore,
he urged the Ministry of Rural
Development to revise the unit cost
for rural housing to at least Rs 2.50
lakh, in line with the urban housing
scheme.

Several key officials, including
Special Chief Secretary for Housing
Ajay Jain, Secretary of the Ministry
of Rural Development V. Sailesh
Kumar, MD of Housing
Corporation Raja Babu, and
Housing Corporation Chairman
Tatayya Babu, also addressed the
event.
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ambushed by Chinese troops at
Ladakh on October 21, 1959,
and despite knowing they
would lose their lives, the Indian
forces bravely fought the battle.

Chandrababu emphasised the
crucial role the police play in
ensuring the safety and securi-
ty of society and praised their
invaluable service. He pointed

out that since 2014, various
reforms have been introduced
in the police system, and nec-
essary vehicles and infrastruc-
ture have been provided accord-
ing to their requirements.

“As soon as I took charge as
Chief Minister, I prioritised the
police system. It is the govern-
ment’s basic responsibility to
equip the police with the nec-
essary tools. Now, modern tech-
nology will be provided, and
equipment will be updated,” he
added.

The Chief Minister further
stated that pending bills of over
Rs 100 crore have been cleared
in recent months, including
another Rs 97 crore, with Rs 61
crore being the Central
Government’s share. He regret-
ted that the police system had
been misused by the previous
government for political
revenge but assured that the

police work beyond hatred or
political bias.

Acknowledging the chal-
lenges faced by the police, par-
ticularly the rise in cybercrime,
the Chief Minister stressed the
need for updating technology to
address this growing issue.
“Only by having the upper
hand can we control criminals.
It’s concerning that certain
forces are trying to destabilise
the police system. I assure you
that the State Government will
stand firmly by your side to
handle such situations,”
Chandrababu Naidu said.

Chief Secretary Neerab
Kumar Prasad, Director
General of Police Dwaraka
Tirumala Rao, Inspector
General of Police (Intelligence)
Ch Srikanth, and senior police
officers, along with other per-
sonnel, participated in the
event.

Under the 'Deepam' scheme,
free cooking gas cylinders will
be supplied to eligible women
in a transparent manner start-
ing from Deepavali.

Each eligible household will
receive three free cylinders per
year. The Chief Minister direct-
ed officials to ensure that
bookings for the cylinders
begin in advance, starting from
October 24, with the supply
commencing on October 31.

"The money that women have
spent on gas cylinders so far
can now be used for other
household needs," Naidu said,
expressing confidence that such
schemes would improve the liv-
ing conditions of the poor.

He emphasised that the State
Government's decision to move
ahead with the scheme, despite
financial challenges, was driven
by its commitment to public

that officials must ensure there
are no complaints from eligible
beneficiaries and reaffirmed
the government's dedication to
the welfare of women in the
State.

Civil Supplies Secretary
Veerapandyan gave a presenta-
tion on the scheme, noting that
the current retail price of a
domestic gas cylinder is Rs 876,
with the Centre providing a Rs
25 subsidy. He informed the
meeting that the scheme would
place an additional burden of
Rs 13,423 crore on the State
over the next five years,
amounting to Rs 2,684 crore
annually.

The State government has
already fulfilled several
promises made during the elec-
tion, including reopening Anna
Canteens, and is now moving
forward with the implementa-
tion of the 'Deepam' scheme.

severely polluted due to the direct release of
drainage water, raising significant concerns
about the quality of drinking water in the
region. "The health of our people is para-
mount, and we must tackle the root causes
of this pollution immediately," he asserted.

At a specially arranged venue in the vil-
lage, Pawan Kalyan met with families
mourning their losses. "I am deeply sad-
dened by this unfortunate incident," he
remarked, acknowledging the emotional toll
the crisis has taken on the community. He
assured the families that the government
would provide essential support during this
challenging time, pledging, "If any of the
deceased have children studying, we will
take full responsibility for their education.”
This commitment highlighted his concern
for the future of the affected families.

After discussions with Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, Pawan Kalyan vowed
to implement prompt measures to address
the crisis. "We are committed to prevent-
ing future water pollution not only in Gurla
but also in the surrounding areas," he stat-
ed, outlining a comprehensive strategy to
tackle the issue head-on. Listening attentive-
ly to the victims’ concerns, Pawan Kalyan
reinforced the government's proactive
stance in seeking effective solutions.

"We are preparing a plan to make full use
of the Jala Jeevan Mission scheme to
ensure that every family has access to puri-
fied drinking water," he added, emphasiz-
ing th