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NATO’S EASTWARD MARCH
THREATENS ASIAN STABILITY

JAPAN’S NEW LEADER VOWS
STRONGER DEFENCE

Forces eliminate
28 Maoists in

STAFF REPORTER
RAIPUR

ealing a major blow to

Maoists, security forces
on Friday gunned down 28
Naxalites in a gunfight in
Chhattisgarh's Red bastion of
Bastar division.

The death toll could rise
further as security forces
believe there could be more
bodies lying in nearby thick
forested pockets.

The fighting broke out at

D it

around 1 pm in a forested
patch bewteen Thulthuli and
Nendur villages in
Abhujmaad on the
Narayanpur-Dantewada
inter-district border, around
400 km from Raipur, Bastar
(Range) Inspector General of
Police Sundarraj P said.

The District Reserve
Guard and the Special Task
Force were involved in the
operation, which turned out
to be one of the bloodiest for
the Maoists. After the

Bastar hideout

fighting ended, the bodies of
28 Maoists along with a cache
of weapons, including an AK-
47 rifle and a self-loading
rifle, were recovered from the
s i t e .
A search operation was still
underway in the area.

In April, 29 Maoists were
killed in Kanker district.

A total of 185 Maoists
have been eliminated by the
security forces in separate
gun battles in the Bastar
division in 2024.
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Iran’s Ali Khamenei1 adds
fuel to West Asia fires

PTI/AP B TEHRAN/ BEIRUT

Friday praised the country’s

recent missile strike on
Israel and said it was ready to
do it again if necessary, state
TV reported. Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, in his first
appearance as leader, in about
five years, at Friday prayers,
called the missile strike a
“shining” job by Iran’s armed
forces.
On the other hand Israel
carried out a series of massive
airstrikes  overnight, hitting
suburbs of Beirut and cutting
off the main border crossing
between Lebanon and Syria for
tens of thousands of people
fleeing Israeli bombardment.

Iran’s supreme leader on

Peace crucial for global

economy:

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday made
oblique reference to the
widening conflicts in the
Middle East and the
ongoing  Russia-
Ukraine war, saying
the two regions
were crucial for the
global economy and
energy security. His
comments  came
amid  fears  of
further escalation
of conflict in the Middle
East if Israel were to retaliate
and attack Iran, potentially

PM Modi

its nuclear and oil facilities.
“India is more than 85 per
cent dependent on the
import of crude oil, which is
converted into
fuels like petrol
and diesel, and
about half of its gas
needs. A bulk of
these come from
the Middle East,
and in scenarios of
Israel-Tran getting
into  prolonged
conflict, the supplies could
be impacted, PM Modi
said.

PUNE HORROR

College student gangraped

Court not to he used as
political bhattleground: SC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W

The Israeli military said Friday
that a strike in Beirut the day
before killed Mohammed
Rashid Skafi, the head of
Hezbollah’s communications
division. The military said in a
statement that Skafi was “a
senior Hezbollah terrorist who
was responsible for the
communications unit since
2000” and was “closely
affiliated”  with  high-up
Hezbollah officials.

On Tuesday, Iran launched at
least 180 missiles at Israel, the
latest in a series of rapidly
escalating attacks between
Israel and Iran and its allies
that threaten to push the
Middle East closer to a region-
wide war.

Israel said it intercepted many
of the missiles, and officials in
Washington said US destroyers
assisted in Israel’s defence. Iran
said most of its missiles hit
their targets. There were no
immediate reports of
casualties.

Khamenei, 80, said in a 40-
minute speech to thousands of
people at the Mosalla mosque,
the main prayer site in Tehran,
that the Hamas-led attack on
southern Israel nearly a year
ago on Oct 7, 2023, was a
legitimate action by the
Palestinian people. He said
Tuesday’s missile barrage was
based on international law; the
country’s law and Islamic
beliefs.
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NO. 1 IGA SWIATEK
PARTS WAYS WITH
COACH TOMASZ
12 SPORTS

Bizarré
protest at
Mantralaya

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
MUMBAI

n a dramatic development,
tribal leaders, including
Deputy Speaker Narhari
Zirwal, protesting against the
demand to include the
Dhangar community in the
Scheduled Tribe list, on
Friday jumped from the third
floor of Maharashtra State
secretariat Mantralaya on the
safety net just a floor below.
The protestors said they did
this act for not getting
appointment with ~ Chief
Minister. No injuries were
reported in the incident that
saw tense moments unfolding
at the six-storey Mantralaya
complex. The incident
occurred around 12.40 pm.
Zirwal, his fellow Nationalist
Congress  Party  (NCP)
legislator Kiran Lahamate
and BJP tribal MP Hemant
Savara were among those
who jumped from the third
floor onto the safety net
installed on the second floor,
a precaution taken in
response to previous suicide
attempts at the site.
Continued on page 2

WINGS OF GLORY

TN RAGHUNATHA B PUNE/MUMBAI

A21-year-old woman  was
gang-raped by three
unidentified men. The accused
attacked the woman after tying
her male friend to a tree in the
desolate Bopdev Ghat area in the
outskirts of Pune late on
Thursday night.

The victim, said to be a college
student hailing from Gujarat, is
being treated at the State-run
Sassoon General Hospital in
Pune.

The attack took place around 11
pm in the poorly lit and secluded
area of Bopdev Ghat. The police
came to know about the incident
around 5 am on Friday.

With the incident having sparked
a major public uproar in Pune,
the local police swiftly arrested
one person, a 36-year-old
resident from Pune’s Kondhwa
area, in connection with the
incident and launched a hunt for
the two remaining suspects.

The Pune police have formed 10
teams from the Crime and

Detection branches to look out
two

for the
remaining
suspects.
O n

Friday evening, the police
released the sketches of two of the
three suspects involved in the
alleged gang-rape. The sketches
were drawn on the basis of a
statement made by the victim girl
to the police at the hospital.
Talking to media persons, Pune’s
Additional Commissioner of
Police Ranjan Kumar Sharma
said, “As per preliminary details,
the woman and her male friend
had gone to the Bopdev Ghar
area on late Thursday night
where three unidentified persons
allegedly raped her”.
The preliminary investigations
have revealed that three suspects,
posing as activists, approached
the victim and her friend in a
car. They asked the couple
what they were doing in

that “prohibited” area. They also
took photographs of the couple.
After threatening them with dire
consequences, one of the suspects
forced the girl into a car. They
tied the young man to a tree, and
took turns to rape the young
woman inside the car. The
suspects also assaulted the
victim’s friend before fleeing the
crime scene.
The injured young man managed
to take the victim to the Sassoon
General Hospital for treatment. A
complaint was lodged with the
Kondhwa police Station at
around 5 am on Friday.
Happening as it did in the run-up
to the State Assembly polls, the
incident has snowballed into a
political controversy.

Continued on page 2

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Friday set up a five-
member Special
Investigation Team under
supervision of  Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) Director to probe into
the allegations of use of
animal fat in making
Tirupati laddus. A Bench of
Justices BR Gavai and KV
Viswanathan said the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) will
comprise two officials each
from the CBI and the
Andhra Pradesh Police
besides a senior Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) official.

“We clarify that we will not
permit the court to be used as a
political battleground.
However, in order to assuage
the feelings of crores of people,
we find that the investigation
should be conducted by an
independent SIT consisting of
representatives of the state
police, the CBI and a
representative of the FSSAIL
the Bench said.

“We don’t want this to be
turned into a political

= L. v

drama. There are sentiments
of crores of people
throughout the world)
Judges observed during the
hearing. The order was on
the PILs filed by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy and
Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanam Board (TTD)
former Chairman YV Subba
Reddy asking for a court
monitored probe on the
allegations by  Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu. The
CM had accused the former
regime led by Jagan Mohan
Reddy for the adulterated
ghee used in making of
laddus.

Continued on page 2

CAPITAL
HAU

A PIPNEER CAMPAIGN

BY RAJESH KUMAR

ituated close to Civil Lines,

where residences of the Chief
Minister, Lieutenant Governor
and Delhi Cabinet ministers are
located, Kashmere Gate has heavy
traffic congestion daily. This
stretch is notorious for being a
traffic bottleneck 24x7.
Lala Hardev Marg is the main
road in front of Kashmere Gate
metro station and the Inter State
Bus Terminal (ISBT) where the
flyover coming from East Delhi
areas, such as Shahdara and
Dilshad Garden, merges. Netaji
Subhash  Marg  connecting
Kashmere Gate to Chandni
Chowk and Daryaganj always
choked due to encroachments and
narrow lanes.
Another major congestion point
on the stretch comes between ISBT
Kashmere Gate and the Chandgi

Ram Akhara junction. Nityanand
Marg stretch connecting Tis Hazari
court is another bottleneck here.
Interestingly, as the number of
vehicles on roads surrounding
Kashmere Gate has increased
multifold, the condition of roads
and traffic management remains
the same.

In 2018, Delhi traffic police had
identified the area around
Kashmere Gate as an ‘accident-
prone zone due to heavy
pedestrian movement and traffic
congestion. The situation has
worsened since 2018. The
authorities seem to be clueless
here. The area has illegal parking
lots, which have an unregulated
private  vehicle flow, huge
encroachments, that add chaos to
the already heavy volume of
traffic on the roads.

Rajni Kant Verma, former
Transport Secretary of Delhi

A Traffic Jam Vehicles move on road at i

sbt kashmiri gate

Ranjan Dimri/Pioneer

government, said that traffic
congestion is the major problem
at Kashmere Gate, due to heavy
traffic and illegal parking of auto
rickshaws and buses. “Besides,

there are also encroachments
surrounding the ISBT Kashmere
Gate Metro station, leading to
traffic jams here’, he said.

According to Verma, the problem

will be solved if encroachment is
removed and regulate the auto
rickshaw and private vehicles.

According to transport
department’s officials, the Delhi

People watch the final rehearsal of Indian Air Force (IAF)
celebrations, in Chennai

government has taken steps to
reduce traffic congestion in the
vicinity of the ISBTs by
implementing new  policies.
Under it, parking and bus-bay
usage fees for private and govt
interstate buses will now be the
same to discourage private buses
from parking illegally on the
roadside which congests traffic.
Furthermore, buses will be
assigned a fixed parking time slot
of 25 minutes at a predetermined
rate. If a bus exceeds this allotted
time, additional charges will be
levied. To ensure compliance,
buses without FasTags will not be
permitted to enter the terminal.
Delhi has three ISBTs - at
Kashmere Gate, Anand Vihar and
Sarai Kale Khan.

Raj Niwas officials said that traffic
congestion outside the ISBTs is
visibly lower now, and a report
from the traffic police has also

Historic Kashmere Gate is now a traffic battlefield

This stretch is notorious for being a bottleneck 24x7

been sought to ascertain the
impact of reduced turnaround
timings on traffic and pedestrian
movement outside the ISBTs.
At ISBT Kashmere Gate, the
average turnaround time has
dropped from 45 minutes in
August to 29 minutes after the
new order, averaging 19 minutes
since then. The number of buses
to and from the terminal was
1,373 per day on average in
August and is now 1,644 per day.
Notably, the Central Road
Research Institute (CRRI) has
proposed  several long-term
modifications to the traffic
diversion plan to decongest the
area around Kashmere Gate
Interstate Bus Terminus (ISBT).
The CRRI has now suggested
reducing the width of the footpath
under Yudhistir Setu, which will
create more space for buses.
Continued on page 2
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Banned e-cigareties worth <2 crore Seized in Delhi

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Banned e-cigarettes worth
over Rs 2 crore have been
seized and eight members of
inter-state gangs involved in
importing and selling them
arrested, Delhi Police said on
Friday.

On Thursday, information
regarding the import and
transportation of prohibited
electronic cigarettes in the
north district was received,
they said.

These e-cigarettes were being
transported from Uttar
Pradesh's Gorakhpur to
Delhi, the police said in a
statement.

A team conducted a raid near
a private hospital and upon
checking, 24 cartons con-
taining 4,740 units of e-ciga-
rettes made in China were
recovered, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(north) Manoj Kumar Meena
said.

Tempo driver Saddiq Ali (47)
revealed that e-cigarettes were
being taken to a godown in
Karol Bagh area to be deliv-

associate, Sheikh Kamal, the
statement said.
Subsequently, Sheikh Kamal
(30) and Nitin (25) were
apprehended, it said, adding
that on the instance of Nitin,
eight boxes of 1,600 e-ciga-
rettes were also recovered
from his godown.

"Search of a Gujarat-based
kingpin and his other associ-
ates is going on," said the
DCP.

ered to Nitin through his
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In another incident, the Delhi
Police apprehended five peo-
ple for allegedly storing,
transporting and selling e-cig-
arettes in the national capital.
According to the police, 257
e-cigarettes worth around Rs
5 lakh were recovered from
their possession along with Rs
4 lakh in cash.

At around 2 am on October 2,
a team out on night patrol
spotted an Ertiga car parked
at an abandoned place near

the Ashok Park Main Metro
station, which raised suspi-
cion, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (West) Vichitra Veer
said.

Soon another car stopped
near the vehicle and people
started to shift boxes into the
Ertiga, he said.

The police apprehended both
the drivers and seized 20
boxes containing 10 e-ciga-
rettes in each of them. They
also seized Rs 4 lakh in cash
from their possession, the
DCP said.

"The duo has been identified
as Ritik Uppal (22) and Sabi
Kumar (32). During interro-
gation, they named three oth-
ers -- Aniket (32), Pawan
Chaurasia (42) and Dikshant
Kumar (28) -- who also stored
and sold e-cigarettes,” the
officer said.

"All three have been arrested
and 57 e-cigarettes were
recovered from their posses-
sion," the DCP said.
Manufacturing, importing,
advertising, or selling e-ciga-
rettes has been banned in
India since September 2019.
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DU to allow students to pursue two
degree programmes simultaneously

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

he Delhi University has
decided to allow students to
pursue two degree programmes
simultaneously within the uni-
versity, according to an official
notification.
As per the notification, the stu-
dents can pursue one degree in
regular mode from the DU col-
leges or departments and the
other in Open and Distance
Learning (ODL) mode from
the School of Open Learning.
Under this new policy, the stu-
dents already enrolled or in the
process of enrolling in a degree
programme at the university
can opt to pursue two degrees
at the same time. However, they
will not be allowed to pursue
two similar academic pro-
grammes at once, such as
B.Com (Hons.) and B.Com
(Pass), even if one of them is
taken in the ODL format.
Those who choose to pursue
two degrees simultaneously
will need to meet all academ-
ic requirements for both pro-

grammes separately. This
includes attending classes,
completing internal assess-
ments, submitting assignments,
giving presentations and meet-
ing promotion criteria for each
degree.

To avoid studying mandatory
courses twice, the students are
required to complete the com-
pulsory courses for the pro-
gramme they enrolled in first
— whether it's regular or ODL
Mode.

The corresponding mandato-
ry courses in the second pro-
gramme will be replaced with
appropriate alternatives. For

3

example, if a student first
enrolls in a regular programme,
they will have to complete the
mandatory courses for that
programme. If enrolled in an
ODL programme first, the
compulsory courses for that
programme will take prece-
dence.

For undergraduate pro-
grammes, the students must
complete mandatory courses
such as Environmental Science
(EVS) or Ability Enhancement
Courses (AEC) for the pro-
gramme they enroll in first. If
these courses are also required
in the second degree pro-

gramme, they will be replaced
with suitable alternative cours-
es.

For instance, a student pursu-
ing two undergraduate degrees
will study the AEC language
and EVS courses as part of their
regular programme, while for
the second ODL degree, they
can either choose a different
AEC language or opt for a Skill
Enhancement Course (SEC)
or a Value Addition Course
(VAC).

Similarly, if a student is pursu-
ing two B.A. Programmes,
instead of repeating a Generic
Elective (Language) course,
they may select courses from
the open Generic Elective (GE)
pool to avoid duplication.
The research theme or project
work required in the fourth
year of the UG programme will
need to be different for each
degree pursued. Furthermore,
the students will not be allowed
to combine credits earned from
the two different programmes
to obtain a major or minor in
any discipline.

Kejriwal vacates Delhi CM’s residence

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

F ormer Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Friday
vacated the CM's residence -
- his home for nine years --
and moved into bungalow
number 5 on Ferozeshah
Road near Mandi House in
the Lutyens' zone.

Kejriwal, his wife, son, daugh-
ter and parents left in two
vehicles for the new bunga-
low, which is officially allot-
ted to AAP's Rajya Sabha MP
from Punjab Ashok Mittal.
Before leaving, the Kejriwal
family was given a sentimen-
tal farewell by the staff of his
old house, with the former
chief minister hugging them
in a gesture of affection.

His wife Sunita Kejriwal
handed over the keys of 6,
Flagstaff bungalow, which is
a CM's residence in north
Delhi's Civil Lines, to a gov-
ernment official. The proper-
ty is maintained by the Delhi
government's Public Works
Department.

The Kejriwal family entered
the Central government's
bungalow number 5 on
Ferozeshah Road after per-
forming a 'Grih Pravesh' rit-
ual.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leaders said the household
goods of the family were
transported to the bungalow
in two mini trucks.

Hours after the AAP chief
shifted to a new property, BJP
leader Vijay Goel said that he
would lodge a complaint with

Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar in the mat-
ter since the 5, Ferozeshah
Road Bungalow has official-
ly been allotted to a Rajya
Sabha MP.

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor
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slammed Kejriwal, saying that
his attachment to the bunga-
low contradicts his earlier
statements.

Kapoor, who wrote to
Kejriwal on Friday, demand-
ed that the AAP supremo
publicly burn the affidavit

dated June 7, 2013 in which
he had promised never to take
a government bungalow, vehi-
cle or security.

"When Kejriwal was the chief
minister of Delhi, it was part
of protocol and security con-
cerns for him to take a bun-
galow, security and other
facilities. However, now that
he has stepped down from the
CM's post and is only an
MLA, his attachment to the
bungalow contradicts his ear-
lier statements and proves
the promises in the affidavit
to be false," he said.

Senior AAP leader and Delhi
Minister Saurabh Bharadwaj
hit back at the BJP and said
Kejriwal on his own decided
to resign from the chief min-
ister's post and give up facil-
ities attached to it.

"Arvind Kejriwal's resignation
was his voluntary decision, he
did not resign under the pres-
sure of the lieutenant gover-
nor or BJP leaders.

When he resigned, he also
decided to give up the facili-
ties attached to the CM's
position," said Bharadwaj.
"He did whatever he felt was
right. If the BJP has so much
issue with this, the party
should ask its all seven MPs
of Delhi to vacate their bun-
galows first," he added.
Another AAP leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
said there are many leaders in
the country who cling to bun-
galows and other government
facilities even after losing
power.

Meanwhile, former Delhi BJP
chief Vijay Goel, along with
his party workers, staged a
protest against Kejriwal,
accusing him of unautho-
rised occupation of a govern-
ment bungalow allotted to his
party MP.

Goel said that he would lodge
a complaint with the Rajya
Sabha chairman in the matter.
During the protest outside
Kejriwal's new residence, the
BJP leader criticised the AAP
chief for "betraying" his ear-
lier promises of not using
government luxuries.

"This is the same Arvind
Kejriwal who had given an
affidavit saying he wouldn't
use a government bungalow,
car or security upon becom-
ing the chief minister...," Goel
said.

Kejriwal resigned as the chief
minister last month, saying he
would hold the post again
only after he gets a "certificate
of honesty" from the people of
Delhi in the assembly polls in
February.

He said earlier that he would
vacate the chief minister's
residence during the auspi-
cious Navratri period, which
began Thursday.

The BJP has accused him of
corruption in the excise pol-
icy and in the reconstruction
of Chief Minister bungalow.

After spending over five
months in Tihar Jail, the AAP
supremo was released on
September 13 after the
Supreme Court order gave
him bail.

'TMC, BJP tight for credit on

classical language status for Bangla

SAUGAR SENGUPTA I KOLKATA

The BJP has strongly criti-
cised Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee for claiming
credit for Bangla getting the
"classical language" status.

A day after the central
Government decided to confer
the classical language status on
Bengali along with other lan-
guages like Assamese, Marathi,
Pali etc, Banerjee claimed that
it was she who had "first made
the move to extract the high
status for the Bangla language."
Banerjee who was out inaugu-
rating Durga Puja pandals all
across Kolkata said this while
addressing meetings, "We are
extremely happy that Bangla
has won the Classical Language
status ... it was me who had
first made the move to snatch
this status for our language ...
we had given the Centre such
well-researched and concrete
papers that they had to grant
this status to Bangla," Banerjee
on Friday said adding "the
people of Bengal will be
extremely happy to learn this
achievement of ours."
Earlier Prime Minister
Narendera Modi wrote on the
X that "I am very happy that the
great Bengali language has
been conferred the status of a
Classical Language, especially
during the auspicious Durga
Puja. Bengali literature has
inspired countless people for
years. I congratulate all the

Bengali speakers all over the
world on this."

Bengal BJP president Sukanta
Majumdar soon reacted to
Banerjee's statement saying it
was not the Chief Minister but
"two martyrs of Bengali lan-
guage of recent times who
should get the credit for dying
for the language."

Thanking the Prime Minister
for the step taken by his
Government Majumdar
reminded how two school chil-
dren Tapas Sarkar and Rajesh
Burman of Dandibhit village of
North Dinajpur district were
shot dead by the Bengal Police
while they were agitating
against imposition of Urdu in
place of Bengali "to satisfy the
Chief Minister's vote bank pol-
itics" highlighted by minority
appeasement.

"If these students were alive
today they would have been
extremely happy and proud,"
he said complaining, how Urdu
words were being allowed to
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silently creep into Bengali lan-
guage that was being followed
in the school text books.
Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari too thanked
the Prime Minister saying that
the "people of Bengal are
extremely happy to see their
beloved language getting
included in the list of classical
languages "under the leadership
of the hounorable Prime
Minister."
When asked to comment on the
Chief Minister claiming the
credit for the feat he said, "one
must ignore the lies peddled by
her ... by now the people of
Bengal have learnt to accept her
statements with a pinch of salt."
The initiative of providing
Indian languages the Classical
Language status in 2004 when
a Linguistic Experts Committee
was constituted by the Ministry
of Culture under the Sahitya
Academi to examine the eligi-
bility of the Indian languages to
get such status.

Pune Horror: College..

From page 1

In his sharp reaction to the
incident, NCP (SP) supremo
Sharad Pawar said: “On one
hand, we have the Ladki
Behan Yojana announced by
the BJP-led government,
while on the other hand there
are atrocities on women. On
one hand, there is an attempt
to provide financial assistance
to women through the Ladki
Behan Yojana and on the
other hand, there is a lot of
anger among the people due
to the increasing atrocities on

women.” Leader of the
Opposition in Legislative
Assembly Vijay Wadettiwar
said: “Ahead of the State
Assembly polls, the Chief
Minister and two Deputy
Chief Ministers are engaged
in branding themselves as
Bhai, Bhau and Dada. And on
the other hand, in the last two
days, shocking incidents of
abuse of women have come to
light in Pune”.

Wadettiwear’s “Bhai, Bhau
and Dada” comment was
made in apparent reference to
chief minister Eknath Shinde,

deputy  Chief  Ministers
Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit
Pawar. Fadnavis is the state
Home Minister, while Ajit
Pawar is the state Finance

Minister and  Guardian
Minister of Pune.

“Unfortunately, 1 am
constrained to say that

Maharashtra is not safe for
women. The government
should arrest the accused in
the said incident and take
strict action against them,”
the NCP (SP)’s national
working  president and
Baramati MP Supriya Sule

said. Meanwhile, local people
said that a young woman who
had gone for a stroll in
Bopdev Ghat earlier this week
had been threatened and
molested by a person
claiming to be a human rights
activist.

The  Forum  for IT
Employees Maharashtra said
in a social media message
that an IT couple was
attacked on the Nande-
Lawale road in Hinjewadi
recently around 1 am, and
has urged for a police check-
post in the vicinity.

Bizarre protest at...

From page 1

The protest, which involved
two MLAs and an MP from
the ruling Mahayuti alliance,
highlighted escalating
tensions over the
Government’s handling of
tribal issues.

After the police personnel
removed these leaders from
the net, these tribal
representatives then gathered
in the ground floor passage
and began a sit-in claiming
that Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde was not meeting them
to discuss the quota issue.

Dhangar  or  shepherd
community in the state is
demanding ST category

inclusion for the purpose of
reservation.

But Zirwal and other tribal
leaders are protesting against
this demand.

“T'am an adivasi first and then
an MLA and a deputy
speaker,” Zirwal told
reporters when asked what
led him to resort to such a
protest. “CM Shinde should

meet the protesters,” he
added.
BJP MLC Gopichand

Padalkar said Zirwal holds a
constitutional post and there
is no need to take such an
extreme step.

Zirwal said the Government
should offer protection to
students who have been
protesting since a fortnight
against the halt to recruitment

under  the  Panchayats
(Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act (PESA) in
Maharashtra. Speaking in

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
about the incident, Shiv Sena
spokesperson Sanjay Shirsat
said, “Zirwal 1is in the

Government and a
responsible person...The
protesters should have spoken
to other leaders who are
present there.

The Chief Minister meets
everyone after the cabinet
meeting. Instead of doing
such agitations, they should
have spoken to the CM first.
This kind of protest by Zirwal
is unacceptable” “Caste-
related agitations are going on
across the state. The CM and
two deputy CMs do hold talks
with those who wish to
discuss issues,” he said.

Court not to he used as...

From page 1

The YSR Congress Party has
accused Naidu of indulging in
“heinous  allegations”  for
political gains and the ruling
Telugu Desam Party in the
state circulating a laboratory
report to back its claim. The
Bench clarified that it has not
gone into the allegations and
counter allegations made in
either of the petitions or the
stand of the respondents,
including the State
Government.

The SC clarified that its order
be not construed as any
reflection on the fairness of the
officers of the state-appointed
SIT. It said the apex court was
passing the order of
entrustment of probe to an
independent agency only to
assuage the feelings of crores of
people having faith in the deity.
“The SIT appointed by the
state government is substituted
as under...,” the Bench said.
The SC said that two officers of
the CBI will be nominated by
the Director of the probe

agency while two officers of
the Andhra Pradesh state
police will be nominated by the
State  Government. While
disposing of the petitions, it
said the chairperson of the
FSSAI will nominate one
senior officer of the authority
to be a part of the independent
SIT.

Solicitor ~ General  Tushar
Mehta told the Bench that if
there was any element of truth
in the allegations, it was
unacceptable. He suggested
that the probe by the SIT can
be supervised by some senior
official of the central
government. Hearing the
matter on September 30, the
top court asked Mehta to assist
it in deciding whether the
investigation by the state-
appointed SIT should continue
or the probe should be
conducted by an independent
agency.

On September 30, the Bench
had observed that Gods should
be kept away from politics as it
questioned Naidus public
statement that animal fat was

allegedly used in making
Tirupati laddus under the
previous Reddy-led regime.
The apex court had said the
laboratory test report was “not
clear at all” and it prima facie
indicated that “rejected ghee”
was subjected to the test.

“It could thus be seen that a
statement was made by the
Chief Minister on September
18, which was even before the

FIR  being lodged on
September 25 and the SIT
being constituted on

September 26, the Bench had
said.

“We are, prima facie, of the
view that it was not
appropriate on the part of a
high constitutional
functionary to go in public
to make a statement which
can affect the sentiment of
crores of people and when
investigation to find out
adulterated ghee was used to
make laddus was underway,”
said the Bench, criticizing
Chief Minister Naidu for
making allegations without
checking the facts.

Historic Kashmere Gate...

From page 1

Another key change is the
closure of the Nigambodh
Ghat U-turn.To increase the
space for buses going towards
Pataleshwar Mandir, CRRI
has suggested reducing the
width of a mostly unused
footpath. The changes also

include  directing  buses
towards the Shastri Park
DMRC depot on Grand

Trunk Road so that the buses
coming from Haryana and
Punjab don’t wait on Ring
Road to enter the ISBT and
cause congestion.

Meanwhile, locals and those
commuting to the area will
soon have to deal with
another  traffic  hurdle.
Roshanara Road in north
Delhi will remain closed for
traffic  and  pedestrian
movement for over a month
due to the Delhi Metros twin
tunnel construction.

The Delhi traffic police issued
an advisory on Friday, stating
that the road will remain
closed to traffic/pedestrian

movement from Friday
midnight, till November 18.
The twin tunnel construction
work by the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) is
going on Roshanara Road.
The work is underway on
both  carriageways from
roundabout Roshanara to Pul
Bangash metro station.

Buses and heavy vehicles
coming from ISBT and going
towards Shakti Nagar via
Roshanara Road will be
diverted towards Shamnath
Marg, Civil Lines, Mall Road
till Khalsa College, towards
Shakti Nagar Chowk and vice
versa, the advisory stated.
Light motor vehicles will be
diverted from Barfkhana
Chowk, Lala Jagan Nath Marg
up to Clock  Tower,
Chaudhary Nand Lal Marg,
Dinanath Marg via
Parshuram underpass and
vice versa, it added. The
police have requested the
commuters to cooperate by
avoiding these roads and if
possible use public transport,
especially metro services.

Iran’s Ali Khamenei...

From page 1

He wurged nations from
“Afghanistan to Yemen and
from Iran to Gaza and
Yemen” to be ready to take
action against the enemy, and
praised those who had died
doing so. “Our resisting
people in Lebanon and
Palestine, you brave fighters,
you loyal and patient people,
these martyrdoms and the
blood that was shed shouldn’t
shake your determination but
make you more persistent,”
he said.

Khamenei gave half of the
speech in Arabic as he
addressed his comments to
Arab nations. Khamenei’s last
appearance at Friday prayers
was after the death of
Revolutionary Guard Gen
Qassem Soleimani, who was
killed in 2020 in a United
States drone strike in
Baghdad.

A ceremony commemorating
the death of Lebanese
Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah was held before

Khamenei’s speech. Most
high-ranking Iranian
officials, including President
Masoud Pezeshkian and top
Revolutionary Guard
generals, attended  the
ceremony. Iran is Hezbollah’s
main backer and has sent
weapons and billions of
dollars to the group.

Also on Friday, Iranian
Foreign Minister ~Abbas
Araghchi arrived in Beirut,
Lebanon, where he was
expected to discuss ongoing
fighting between Israel and
Hezbollah with Lebanese
officials. Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmail
Baghaei, said Iran sent a
shipment of aid to Lebanon,
including 10 tons of food and
medicine.

The blasts in Beiruts
southern suburbs by Israel
sent huge plumes of smoke
and flames into the night sky
and shook buildings km
(miles) away in the Lebanese
capital. The Israeli military
did not immediately

comment on what the

intended target was, and
there was no information

immediately available on
casualties. Lebanon’s
state-run  National News
Agency reported  there
were  more  than 10
consecutive airstrikes in the
area.

The new wave of strikes came
after Israel warned people to
evacuate communities in
southern Lebanon, including
but also beyond an area that
the United Nations declared a
buffer zone after Israel and
Hezbollah fought a month-
long war in 2006.

Israel declared war on Hamas
in the Gaza Strip in response
to their Oct 7 attack. More
than 41,000 Palestinians have
since been killed in the
territory, and just over half
the dead have been women
and children, according to
local health officials. Nearly
2,000 people have been killed
in Lebanon in that time, most
of them since Sept 23,
according to the Lebanese
Health Ministry.
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Dantewada all set to hecome
‘Organic District’ of country

STAFF REPORTER W
RAIPUR

hhattisgarh’s Dantewada

district is all set to be
accorded the status of an
organic district soon.

In the same spree, two
villages in the district,
Masenar and Pahurnar, were
on Friday recognized by Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai as
‘Completely Organic Villages’

In Dantewada, organic
farming is practiced by 10,264
farmers.

Currently, a
comprehensive action plan is
being developed by the district
administration in
collaboration with various
departments to transform
Dantewada into an organic
hub.

This includes a detailed
action plan for large-scale

training in organic farming,
promotion, educational tours,
irrigation and infrastructure
development, market linkages
and more.

The use of chemical
fertilizers and pesticides is
completely banned in the
district. To further promote
organic farming; 'Krishak
Khet Pathshaala' sessions are
being organized in three
phases across all 220 villages
in the district.

Over 300 progressive
farmers have been trained
outside the state and are now
prepared as organic workers
and master trainers.

In this Kharif season,
green manure has been
applied over 1,200 hectares.

Soil Health Cards are
being provided to all 23,000
farmers in the district.

Rajyotsava at district
headquarters on Nov 5

STAFF REPORTER W
RAIPUR

Aone—day programme will
be organized at all district
headquarters, excluding
Raipur, on November 5 to
mark the Chhattisgarh State
Foundation Day.

The event will feature
exhibitions showcasing
achievements of the state
government, it's important
schemes and successful
projects from various
development departments.

The programme will also
feature captivating cultural
performances by local artists.

From November 1 to 6, all
government buildings in the
district headquarters will be
illuminated.

The programme will aim
to benefit the public through

government welfare and
beneficiary-oriented schemes.
Rajyotsava serves as an

amazing platform where
government departments can
easily inform the general

The event will
feature exhibitions
showcasing
achievements of
the state
government, it's
important schemes
and successful
projects from
various
development
departments.

public about the activities and
progress of their respective
departments.

Take Home Ration drive for
severely malnourlshed children

CM announces interest-free education loans for Bijapur’s youths

STAFF REPORTER W

BIJAPUR He added thtat the
. o government was

e ok o i establishing new

announced the government will hlgher education

provide interest-free education loans
to the youths of Naxalism-hit
Bijapur district.

He made the announcement at
a ‘Yuva Samvad’ programme in
which he held dialogue with the
youths at Bijapur’s Central Library.

Sai emphasised his
government's commitment to
provide a favourable environment
and opportunities to the youths.

institutions and

libraries besides
expanding facilities in
the operational ones.

neighbouring village for his
education.

Another, Rukhsar Khan, praised
the establishment of English-

He added that the government medium schools, saying they have IS1TAFF REPORTER B . Th district 3
C 1 . > 90
was establishing new higher improved rhw education quality. She MOHLA Angamfradis 1hsaxfelca Stotal of
education institutions and libraries

feedback to Sai.
One participant, Rakesh Tati,

urged Sai to open B. Ed. and D. Ed.
colleges. Authorities in Chhattisgarh’s

Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh
Career Development Chowki district on Friday
Conclave in HNLU today

operational ones.

spoke about living in a Naxalirw-
The students provided their

27,707 beneficiaries. Of which,
affected area and travelling to a

169 children have been
identified as severely
malnourished.

On this occasion, Women
and Child Development
Department Secretary Shammi
Abidi said that malnutrition
was a huge problem in the state
and one of the leading causes
of death in children.

Women and Child
Development Department
Director Tulika Prajapati said
the programme will be a
meaningtul step to improve the
health of children.

besides expanding facilities in the

launched a Take Home Ration
distribution programme to
facilitate the recovery of
severely malnourished
children.

Under this programme,
severely malnourished children
from 6 months to 5 years will
receive nutritious food.

The district administration,
in collaboration with the
UNICEF and Abis Group, will
run the programme.

TENDER CANCELLATION ORDER

Order No. 4059 /SAC/ Date: 1/10/24

Due to unavoidable circumstances the NIT no.
01/SAC/2024-25 Dated 18.06.2024 (System No.
154953) Construction of Balance Work of Main
Canal From RD 1960.00 M. to RD 4560.00 M
Including Earth Work, 22 Nos, Canal Structures With
14 Nos. OutLets and Construction pf Minor Canal
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RAIPUR

than 20 thematic sessions
with experts from leading law
firms from India and abroad
and others.

The conclave is designed
and curated by the Internship

Chhattisgarh’s
Hidayatullah National

Law University (HNLU) in

Raipur will host the second  and Recruitment .
edition of its Career Coordination Committee From RD 0.00 M. TO mRD 1770.00 M. Including
Development Conclave 2.0 - ¢chools of HNLU. Earth Work, 5 Nos. Canal Structures With 8 Nos.

- Navigating New Vistas —

OutLets of Nawagaon Diversion Scheme is can-
on October 5.

celled.

The six-month event will
serve as a window of career

JI..
|.

Chhattisgarh Minister Tank Ram Verma on Friday inaugurated the state-level shooting championship at the Eklavya Shooting

range at Police Lines, Raipur.

=

-
*I i \

The event is to be live
telecast in HNLU YouTube
Channel.

The conclave will have a
marathon run for six months
during weekends in offline
and online modes with more

opportunities for law students
and interface them with the
potential recruiters. The
programme is open for
HNLU and other law
students by registration.

Cholesterol regulalor can help treat depression, anxiety: Scientists

Sr | NIT [System Name of work Probable
No| No. |Tender Amount of
No. Contract.
AGENCIES B humans, it could emergeasa development, and ASD 1 ) 3 4 5
novel therapeutic target for ~ symptoms. :

Scientists on Friday treating neuropsychiatric Professor Gustafsson said oL 176 é5939 Z?gl}/[n% %%Rpa{{cgag?ﬁr(gogg Bﬂ?l?

revealed that a choles- disorders, particularly the connection between the Village Road under Sub Divisi

; X o ge Road under Sub Division

terol regulator can become depression and anxiety. receptor, traditionally Keshkal
a surprising player in men- According to the associated with metabolic .
tal health research, helping findings, the receptor’s functions, and complex 02|77 {15939 (WMM & B.T. Patch Repair Work|  79.97
treat depression and anxi- deficiency in female mice psychiatric disorders like 7 on 01 no. MDR Road and 03 no| Lakh
ety. leads to anxiety-like depression and anxiety, Village Road under Sub Division

Called LXRS, the nuclear behaviour and impaired underscores the Keshkal
receptor is known for its role behavioural responses. interconnectedness  of 03 [78 [15939 [White washing, Distempering &| 32.57
in cholesterol metabolism The activation of the biological systems. 8 Painting of Govt. Resi. & Non| Lakh
and inflammation. It is now regulator in the amygdala It challenges us to think Resi. Building Under PW.D.(B/R)
emerging as a crucial player exerts anxiolytic effects by more holistically about Sub Dn. Antagarh
in neuroscience and rebalancing excitatory and mental health and its 04 |79 115939 | General Maintance of Govt. Resi.| 27.98
psychiatry. inhibitor y wunderlying molecular 9 & Non Resi. Building Under| Lakh

In a review, published in neurotransmission, itadded.  mechanisms, the professor P.W.D.(B/R) Sub Dn. Antagarh
the journal Brain Medicine, also  added.

researchers Dr Xiaoyu Song
and Professor Jan-Ake
Gustafsson from the
University of Houston and
Karolinska Institutet

(Sweden) shed light on the
therapeutic potential of liver

X receptor beta (LXRB) in  step forward in their treatment. experimental rodent models,”  potential  connections effectively utilised in treating Note: Ist Call Superintending Engineer
treating depression and  understanding the molecular "Our analysis reveals that said Dr Song. If these between cholesterol  neurological and Public Works Department,
anxiety. underpinnings of mental the receptor plays a pivotal observations translate to Mmetabolism, brain  neuropsychiatric diseases. G-242502953/3 Kanker Circle Kanker

This comprehensive
analysis marks a significant

health disorders and
potentially revolutionizing

role in preventing central
nervous system disease in

Its signalling
regulates neurogenesis and
enhances cognitive function,
which may have implications
for treating depression.

The review also explores
its role in autism spectrum
disorder (ASD), suggesting

While the findings are
promising, the authors
caution that additional basic
research and clinical trials are
necessary to determine
whether novel drugs
targeting the receptor can be

G-242502946/4

Water Resources Division, Pendra Road
Distt. Gourella-Pendra-Marwahi (C.G.)

Executive Enginer,

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
P.W.D. KANKER CIRCLE KANKER (C.G.)
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will lead the Indian
delegation to Pakistan mid -
October for the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) summit, ministry of
external affairs (MEA)
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
announced here on Friday.

The last Indian external
affairs minister to visit
Pakistan was Sushma Swaraj.
She had travelled to
Islamabad in December 2015
to attend a conference on
Afghanistan. Pakistan is host-
ing the SCO Council of Heads
of Government (CHG) meet-
ing on October 15 and 16.

"The external affairs minister
will lead our delegation to
Pakistan to participate in the

SCO summit which will be
held in Islamabad on October
15 and 16," Jaiswal said at his
weekly media briefing. The
spokesperson clarified that
the external affairs minister is
travelling to Pakistan only to
attend the SCO summit.

In August, Pakistan invited
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the SCO's summit.
Jaishankar's visit to Pakistan
assumes significance as it is
seen as a major decision on
New Delhi's part.

The decision to send the
senior minister is seen as a
display of India's commit-
ment to the SCO which has
been playing a key role in
boosting regional security
cooperation.

The ties between India and
Pakistan came under severe
strain after India's warplanes

pounded a  Jaish-e-
Mohammed terrorist training
camp in Balakot in Pakistan
in February 2019 in response
to the Pulwama terror attack.
The relations further deteri-
orated after India on August
5,2019 announced the with-
drawal of special powers of
Jammu and Kashmir and the
bifurcation of the state into
two union territories.

India has been maintaining
that it desires normal neigh-
bourly relations with Pakistan
while insisting that the onus
is on Islamabad to create an
environment free of terror
and hostility for such engage-
ment.

The SCO council of heads of
government conclave is the
second-highest platform in
the grouping. The SCO heads
of state summit is the top

most forum in the grouping
that is generally attended by
the Indian prime minister.

The SCO, comprising India,
China, Russia, Pakistan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, is

an influential economic and
security bloc that has emerged
as one of the largest transre-
gional international organi-
sations.

India was the chair of the
SCO last year. It hosted the

SCO summit in the virtual
format in July last year.
India's association with the
SCO began in 2005 as an
observer country. It became a
full member state of SCO at
the Astana summit in 2017.
India has shown a keen inter-
est in deepening its security-
related cooperation with the
SCO and its Regional Anti-
Terrorism Structure (RATS),
which specifically deals with
issues relating to security and
defence.

The SCO was founded at a
summit in Shanghai in 2001
by the presidents of Russia,
China, the Kyrgyz Republic,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

Pakistan became its perma-
nent member along with
India in 2017.

Jaishankar's Pakistan visit will
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Jaishankar to lead Indian delegation to Pakistan for SGO summit: MEA

take a place nearly a month
after he called out the neigh-
bouring country over cross-
border terrorism at the
United Nations General
Assembly.

“Many countries get left
behind due to circumstances
beyond their control, but
some make conscious choic-
es with disastrous conse-
quences. A premier example
is our neighbour, Pakistan,"
the minister said on
September 28.

“When this polity instills such
fanaticism among its people,
its GDP can only be measured
in terms of radicalisation and
its exports in the form of ter-
rorism. Today we see the ills
it sought to visit on others
consume its own society. It
can't blame the world. This is
only karma," Jaishankar

added in a strong statement.
Referring to Pakistani prime
minister Shehbaz Sharif's
address at the UNGA a day
before, Jaishankar said,"“We
heard some bizarre assertions
from it at this very forum yes-
terday.

So let me make India's posi-
tion perfectly clear. Pakistan's
cross border terrorism policy
will never succeed, and it can
have no expectation of
impunity. On the contrary,
actions will certainly have
consequences."

Shehbaz Sharif while
addressing the UNGA com-
pared Jammu and Kashmir to
Palestine. “Similarly, like the
people of Palestine, the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir
too, have struggled for a cen-
tury for their freedom and
right to self-determination.”

Former MP Ashok Tanwar officially inducted into Congress
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Former MP Ashok Tanwar
was officially inducted into
the Congress on Friday and
urged all sections, especially
Dalits and backward classes,
in Haryana to ensure a "big
mandate" for the party in the
assembly polls to send a mes-
sage to the entire country.
Tanwar had informally joined
the Congress at Rahul
Gandhi's rally in
Mahendragarh district in
Haryana on Thursday, dealing
a setback to the BJP ahead of
the October 5 assembly
polls.Hours before joining
the Congress, the former Sirsa
MP was campaigning for the
BJP candidate in Safidon
assembly constituency and
exhorting voters to bring it
back to power for a third
time.

Tanwar was officially induct-
ed into the Congress at the
AICC headquarters by party
treasurer Ajay Maken.

Later, Tanwar, accompanied
by party MP Deepender
Hooda, also met Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge.
"We are with 36 communities
in Haryana. Our resolve is for
everyone. We will always raise

the voice of Dalits, tribals,
backward classes, minorities
and the poor," Kharge said in
a post on X.

He also shared pictures from
the meeting.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Tanwar said, "I began
my political career with the
Congress. In the last few
months I was with the BJP, the
environment that I saw, I was
hurt over a number of issues,
the faith that should be there
in Babasaheb Ambedkar and
the Constitution is not there
(in the BJP)."

"On the other hand, Rahul
Gandhi is working on
strengthening Babasaheb
Ambedkar's Constitution and

ensuring that people get their

rights and unity in the coun-
try is strengthened," he said.
Tanwar credited the Congress
for his political career.

"I request all Dalits and
backward classes of Haryana
that to make the state number
one and to ensure people of
Haryana get their rights... All
sections, I request them to
give a big mandate (to the
Congress) to send a message
to the country," he said.

The Dalit leader had on
Thursday described his deci-
sion to return to the Congress
as the "will of God".

"It's all circumstances, destiny
and will of the people. Let
bygones be bygones," Tanwar

wm

had told PTI on phone.

"I am joining the Congress
exactly five years after I left it.
That was the will of God
then, today also it is the will
of God... Sometimes, there is
not much in your hands," he
had said.

Asked on Friday about alle-
gations of opportunism and
losing from Sirsa parliamen-
tary constituency on a BJP
ticket, Tanwar said, "If Ashok
Tanwar was an opportunist,
he would have gone to the BJP
five years ago. So, from this
platform, because today we
want to start on a positive
note, I would not like to say
anything negative but the BJP
itself knows that Ashok

Tanwar did not lose there, the
BJP lost there and the BJP's
policy lost there."
Tanwar accused the BJP of
disrespecting the Constitution
and Dalit leaders.
Asked if there was a guaran-
tee that he would now remain
with the Congress, Tanwar
replied with a Hindi idiom
which loosely translates to if
a person who loses his way in
the morning returns home in
the evening, he is not called
lost.
"When you also leave home,
no matter where you go in the
world, you will come back
and stay at home. When a
person leaves home, then he
realises the value of home
more... Now I have under-
stood the entire political sys-
tem 360 degrees and that is
why today I am standing with
Rahul ji," he said.
At the rally in Bhawaria on
Thursday, Tanwar shook
hands with Gandhi and greet-
ed former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, who
welcomed him into the party
fold and patted his back.
Congress leaders K C
Venugopal, Bajrang Punia,
Rao Dan Singh and political
scientist Yogendra Yadav were
also present on stage.

Maldives President to visit
India to restore strained ties

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
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aldives President

Mohamed Muizzu will
pay a five-day visit to India
beginning Monday with an
aim to reset ties that came
under some strain since
November last year.
Though the Maldivian presi-
dent attended Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's swearing-in
ceremony in June, it will be his
first bilateral visit to India.
The ties between India and the
Maldives came under severe
strain since Muizzu, known for
his pro-China leanings, took
charge of the top office in
November.
Within hours of his oath, he
had demanded the withdraw-
al of Indian military personnel
from his country. Subsequently,
the Indian military personnel
were replaced by civilians.
The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA), announcing
Muizzu's trip, said it is expect-
ed to lend further momentum
to cooperation and robust peo-
ple to people ties between the
two countries.
"President of the Republic of

Maldives Mohamed Muizzu
will be travelling to India on a
state visit from October 6 to
10," it said.

During his visit, Muizzu will
hold discussions with Modi on
bilateral, regional and interna-
tional issues of mutual interest,
it said.Muizzu is also scheduled
to meet President Droupadi
Murmu.

Besides Delhi, he will also visit
Mumbai and Bengaluru where
he will be attending business
events.

"The Maldives is India's key
maritime neighbour in the
Indian Ocean Region and holds
a special place in the prime
minister's vision of 'SAGAR'
(Security and Growth for All in
the Region) and India's

‘Neighbourhood First Policy',"
the MEA said in a statement.
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar paid a three-day
visit to the Maldives in August
that prepared the grounds for
Muizzu's upcoming trip.

"The visit of President Muizzu
to India after the recent visit of
the external affairs minister to
Maldives is testimony to the
importance that India attach-
es to its relations with the
Maldives," the MEA said.

The Maldives is one of India's
key maritime neighbours in the
Indian Ocean Region and the
overall bilateral ties including
in areas of defence and securi-
ty witnessed an upward trajec-
tory under the previous gov-
ernment in Male.

Moon replica to be unveiled in Assam to
commemorate suceess of Chandrayaan mission

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Astunning 10-meter high
replica of the moon is set
to be unveiled in Guwahati in
Assam to commemorate the
success of the Chandrayaan
mission, coinciding with the
four-day India International
Science Festival (IISF) from
November 30.

This 1:50,00,000 scale model
will be prominently displayed
in the city, crafted by British
artist Luke Jerram, said a state-
ment here by the Union
Ministry of Science and
Technology.

Measuring seven meters in
diameter, the moon features
intricate 120dpi NASA imagery
of its surface, with each cen-
timeter of the illuminated
sculpture representing five kilo-
meters of the lunar landscape.

This is for the first time the
Ministry is holding the IISF at
the Northeast to be hosted at
IIT Guwahati. The event is a
testimony to the Government’s
commitment to the Northeast
and aligns with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s focus on the
region as a key player in India’s
growth story, said Science and
Technology Minister Jitendra
Singh here at a press confer-
ence.

He said that the festival aims to

celebrate India's achievements
in science and technology.
The much-sought after event
will attract participants from
around the globe, featuring
discussions on visions for a
developed India by 2047, spe-
cialized sessions on science
and technology in the
Northeast, workshops for edu-
cators. The event will also have
a focus on nuclear energy for
self-reliance, alongside a sci-
ence literature festival.

Rajnath Singh reallirms Gnvernmenrs cnmmnmenl {0 empower India’s

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday reaf-
firmed the Government’s
commitment to empower
India's defence industry by
working hand-in-hand with
them, and realise Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of making the country
a global manufacturing hub.
Addressing the seventh annu-
al session of Society of Indian
Defence Manufacturers
(SIDM) here , he described
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict as a reminder to build
a strong defence industrial
base, which can be bolstered
and expanded with time.

The defence minister assert-
ed that the Government, in its
third consecutive term, will
provide a renewed thrust to
its ongoing efforts towards
developing a robust, innova-
tive and self-reliant defence
ecosystem. He enumerated

the steps taken to attain
‘Aatmanirbharta’ in defence,
including creation of defence
industrial corridors in Uttar
Pradesh & Tamil Nadu,
issuance of positive indigeni-
sation lists (PILs), corporati-
sation of Ordnance Factory
Board, handholding of private
industries by DRDO, and
unveiling of Defence
Acquisition Procedure 2020.
On the 10 PILs notified with

over 5,500 items, he stated
that the idea is to equip the
Armed Forces with plat-
forms/equipment manufac-
tured on Indian soil. Terming
the lists as dynamic & not sta-
tic, he exhorted the industry
to achieve complete self-
reliance for these items with-
in the stipulated time, and
keep shortening the list. He
also urged them to assess
and identify products that

can be added to the PILs in
view of the rapid changes
being witnessed in the field of
defence across the globe.
The defence minister empha-
sised that due to the
Government’s efforts, an envi-
ronment conducive to ease of
doing business in the country
has been created, and a target
set for making India's defence
industry export-oriented.
While he lauded the major
contribution of the private
sector in taking the defence
exports to a record high of
over Rs 21,000 crore in
Financial Year (FY) 2023-24,
he called upon the industry to
keep in mind the export and
import figures, and strive to
reduce the ratio between the
two with a target-oriented
approach.

Recognising the potential of
small & medium enterprises
(SMEs) and start-ups in the
defence sector, he acknowl-
edged the challenges they
face in achieving ease of doing

flefence industry

business. He urged SIDM to
work closely with the gov-
ernment to address ground-
level issues & help these
enterprises to play a larger
role in defence manufactur-
ing. “It is important to ensure
that our policies translate
into ease of doing business at
the ground level. SIDM can
help in identifying the prac-
tical challenges faced by start-
ups and SMEs so that we can
address them,” he said.
Rajnath urged the industry to
invest more in cutting-edge
technologies, such as artificial
intelligence (AI), cyber
defence, & autonomous sys-
tems. “India’s defence indus-
try must keep pace with glob-
al trends and focus on high-
end technology. There is a
need to increase investments
in areas like AI &
autonomous systems, which
will define the future of war-
fare. The government is ready
to provide all necessary sup-
port,” he said.

Government introduces Eﬂﬂﬂlﬂl‘k certfication to promote environment friendly goods

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
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To promote environmen-
tally friendly products,
the Government has intro-
duced the 'Ecomark’ certifi-
cation, aimed at a variety of
categories, including cosmet-
ics, food items, and electron-
ics.

The move aims to empower
consumers to make informed
choices while encouraging
manufacturers to adopt sus-
tainable production practices,
ultimately fostering the
growth of green industries.
The initiative also aims to pre-
vent misleading claims about
a product's environmental
impact, according to a state-
ment from the Union
Environment Ministry issued
on Friday here.
“Eco-labelling of products
enables consumers to make
informed purchase decisions
as well as encourage manu-
facturers to transition to the
production of environment-
friendly products, leading to
the promotion of green indus-
tries;” said the notification

signed by Union Environment
Ministry Joint Secretary
Nameeta Prasad.

The Ecomark initiative which

aligns with the 'LIFE'
(Lifestyle for Environment)
principle, focusing on lower
energy consumption, resource
efficiency, and the promotion
of a circular economy will
cover a wide range of prod-
ucts.

“These include products that
reduce pollution by minimis-
ing or eliminating the gener-
ation of waste and environ-

mental emissions; products
that are recyclable or made
from recycled material or
both..

“..products that reduce the
use of mnon-renewable
resources, including non-
renewable energy sources and
natural resources; and prod-
ucts that reduce the use of any
material that has adverse
impacts on the environment,”
as per the notification issued
late last month.

These include cosmetics such
as skin powders, tooth pow-

der, toothpaste, creams, oils,
shampoos, soaps, nail polish,
and lipsticks and soaps and
detergents, food items will
cover edible oils, tea, and
coffee to name a few while
electric/electronic goods
include TVs, refrigerators,
food mixers, geysers, irons,
toasters, and fans. Textiles
will cover sustainable fabric
products.

Once granted, the Ecomark
will remain valid for three
years, with annual reports
required from holders to
ensure continued compliance.
A dedicated Steering
Committee, headed by the
Union Environment
Secretary, will oversee the
implementation of the
Ecomark rules, recommend
products for certification, and
periodically review the crite-
ria to support ongoing
research and development in
sustainable practices.

While developing criteria
for the grant of ‘Ecomark’ to
a product, the production
process, including the source
of raw material, will be con-
sidered.

Apart from this, the use of
natural resources, environ-
mental impact, the effects
and extent of emissions or
waste arising from the pro-
duction process, the utilisa-
tion of waste and recycled
materials, the suitability for
recycling, and the use of non-
hazardous substances in place
of hazardous substances will
also be considered.

Talking about the implemen-
tation procedure, an official
said that an application for
‘Ecomark’ will be required to
be made to the CPCB. After
that, the Board will, either by
itself or through a verifier,
verify whether the product
complies.

Once this is done, a report
will be prepared. Once the
Board is satisfied that the
product meets the conditions
mentioned in the guidelines,
it may grant ‘Ecomark’

This mark will be valid for 3
years or until there is a change
in criteria, whichever is ear-
lier.

The certificate can be
renewed, as per the notifica-
tion.

ICMR 1nks pact with NVVN to harness

solar power across its institutes nationwide

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

In a move aimed to cut down
carbon footprint and energy
costs as the Government sets a
target of Net Zero Carbon emis-
sion by 2070, the Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR),
has inked a pact with NTPC
Vidyut Vyapar Nigam (NVVN),
aiming to harness solar power
across its institutes nationwide.
Under the agreement, NVVN
will provide, install, test, and
maintain rooftop solar panels at
15 ICMR institutes, totaling a
capacity of 4,559 KW.
Additionally, a Power Purchase
Agreement (PPA) will secure a
fixed solar tariff for the next 25
years, enhancing long-term cost
efficiency and sustainability for
ICMR operations.

Last year's total electric unit con-
sumption of ICMR institutes
was 24,181,811 kwh, as per the
ICMR official.

The move to empower these
institutes with solar power is the
part of the Modi-led

Government at the Centre to
achieve the target of adding 50
gigawatts (GW) of renewable
energy capacity every year for
the next five years i.e. 2030.

A senior official from the ICMR
said that the emphasis is on
energy conservation and pollu-
tion-free environment aiming to
reduce the dependence on con-
ventional sources of energy, and
replacing them with renewable
sources.

Seven institutes are already ben-
efiting from solar power under
earlier projects, and the MoU
with NVVN will extend solari-
sation efforts to additional facil-
ities.

States are already stepping up

efforts to help significantly
reduce their carbon footprint
and energy expenditure. For
instance, Rajasthan is expected
to attract investments worth Rs
5 lakh crore in the energy sec-
tor over the next five years,
Minister of State Heera Lal
Nagar said recently at the
Renewable Energy India (REI)
Expo 2024 organised by Informa
Markets in India.

The Minister said that,
"Rajasthan has transformed its
geographic challenges into an
energy boon. Currently, we pro-
duce 20,000 MW of solar ener-
gy, of which only 5,000 MW is
used locally, while the rest is sup-
plied across the country.
Additionally, we have taken
steps to further scale this, with
planned investments of Rs 5 lakh
crore in the energy sector over
the next 4-5 years," Nagar said.
Meanwhile, Madhya Pradesh
has taken initiatives for 600
MW of solar and 880 MWh of
battery storage, aiming to inte-
grate renewable energy with
energy storage solutions.
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Independent, nominated members can he kingmakers in J and K

MOHIT KANDHARI ® JAMMU

head of the declaration

of Assembly election
results on October 8,
speculations are going on as
to who will form the next
Government in Jammu and
Kashmir.
While the Bharatiya Janta
Party is hoping to come
closer to the magic numbers
the pre-poll alliance partners
-the National Conference
and the Congress Party are
keeping their fingers crossed.
However, the political

grapevine in the region
suggested independent
candidates along with five
nominated members (with
voting rights) are set to play a

pivotal  role in  the
Government formation in
the region.

Rough estimates suggested
more than half a dozen
independent candidates and
five nominated members are
most likely to play the role of
kingmakers along with small
political parties after the poll
results are declared in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The senior leadership of the
BJP and the National
Conference are secretly

maintaining a close watch on
the independent candidates
likely to emerge victorious in
both regions.

According to the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganization
(Amendment) Bill, 2023, the
Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir has
been granted powers to
nominate five persons to the
Assembly including two each
Kashmiri Pandits (migrant)
and Women and one PoJK

refugee with voting rights,
taking the effective strength
of the House to 95.
Following this development,
the majority mark in the
Legislative Assembly will be
48.

to political pundits, the
voters across Jammu and
Kashmir are most likely to
throw a fractured mandate.
Since the 2002, Assembly
polls no political party has
won more than 28 Assembly

seats. The National
Conference and the PDP
have won a maximum

number of 28 seats in the
previous polls while BJP has
touched the tally of 25 in the
2014  Assembly  polls.
Congress has touched 20
before hitting the lowest
number of 12 seats in 2014.

The like-minded political
parties will have no other
option but to join hands
together to cobble up a
majority.

Meanwhile, Congress has
strongly objected to the
move of the ruling BJP to get
five of its leaders nominated
to the Legislative Assembly,

from LG before the process
of Government formation in
J and K and termed any such
move as undemocratic and
against the mandate of
people and asked the LG to
desist from any such move.

Reacting strongly to the
media reports, JKPCC has
termed any such move as
undemocratic, an attempt to
defeat the mandate of the
people. JKPCC senior vice
president and chief
spokesperson, Ravinder
Sharma told media persons
on Friday that the power to

nominate five members to
the Legislative Assembly
should lie with the new
Government, otherwise it
would be an attempt to defeat
the mandate of the people.
Expressing ~ hope  that
Congress - NC will get a
comfortable majority to form
the Government, but any
such exercise would be
contrary to the democratic
norms and would be another
betrayal of the mandate of
the people, he added.

“The people have cast their
vote to  elect their

representatives to form the
Government whosoever gets
majority, in the elections
should be given a chance to
form the Government,”
Sharma said.

The Congress party had
favored reservations in the
Assembly for PoJK refugees,
KPs, and other minorities
through elections to give
representation to them but it
would be a misuse of the
provision of nomination if it
is used to defeat the mandate
of people by the BJP, JKPCC
chief spokesperson added.

Smoke rises after bombs were allegedly

hurled at the office—cum—rsidence of BJP

leader Arjun Singh, in North 24 Parganas district, Friday, October 4, 2024. Singh
alleged that a group of people threw stones, hurled bombs and fired multiple

gunshots around 8.30 am on Friday

PTI

Ex BJP MP’s house

attacked
bullets |

SAUGAR SENGUPTA I KOLKATA

Bombs were hurled and
gunshots fired at the
residence of former MP and
senior BJP leader’s Bhatpara
residence in North 24
Parganas about 50 km off
Kolkata, the politician on
Friday alleged.

Claiming that he had received
a bullet when it grazed past
him, the former Trinamool
Congress-turned-BJP ~ MP
said that a band of TMC
criminals were behind the
attack.

“At about 8.30 in the morning
when the family members
were busy preparing for
Navaratri Pujas some
criminals at the instance of
local TMC councilor Namit
Singh attacked my house-
cum-office at Mazdoor
Bhawan with  brickbats,
bombs and they even fired
gunshots,” he said adding,
Namit Singh was a criminal
whose name figured in the
cases being investigated by
the National Investigation
Agency.

He also alleged that the police
stood silent spectator when
the gun-toting criminals
stomped about the area.
“Everything was done at the
instance of the local TMC
leadership and in connivance
with the police who are acting
like slaves of the TMC
leaders,” the leader often

with bo
n Benga

mbos,

referred to be a strongman of
the area said.

“They hurled about 15 bombs
one after the other ... they
terrorised the locals and the
members of my family but the
administration did nothing,’
he said.

Referred to as a mafia zone
Barrackpore an industrial
region dominated mostly by
jute mills has been a hotbed of
political clashes — resulting
in several deaths — from the
days of the erstwhile Left
Front. Singh was a TMC MLA
from the region in those days
and a close follower of the
then Opposition Leader and
Chief Minister ~Mamata
Banerjee.

When asked to comment on
the Friday’s attacks local TMC
MLA and archrival of Singh
said Somnath Shyam said that
his party was not involved in
the attacks. “The police must
be taking action if at all there
is any incident ... but the
TMC is not involved in
anything,” he said.

Singh who had twice been an
MP from Barrackpore, first
on BJP ticket defeating TMC’s
Dinesh Trivedi in 2014 and
then on TMC ticket winning
in 2019 general elections. He
finally joined the BJP after he
was not given a ticket by the
TMC in 2024 and contested
against the sitting Bengal
Minister Partha Bhowmick
conceding the seat to him.

Former Minister Harshvardhan
Patil to quit BJP, join NCP (SP)

T N RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

The ruling BJP suffered yet another
setback ahead of the Maharashtra
Assembly polls on Friday, as former
Minister and its senior leader from
western Maharashtra Harshvardhan Patil
announced his decision to quit the
saffron party and join the Sharad Pawar-

led NCP.

Patil’s announcement came a day after he
met NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar at the
latter’s “Silver Oak” residence in south

Mumbai.

Patil, it may be recalled, had quit the
Congress and joined the BJP in the run-
up to the October 2019 State Assembly

polls.

Patil's decision to join the NCP (SP)
stems from the realisation that he will
not be able to contest from home
constituency of Indapur, a seat he had
represented for four consecutive terms

from 1995 to 2009.

Welcoming Patil to his party, NCP (AP)
chief Sharad Pawar said: “I welcome
Harshvardhan Patil’s decision. We expect
many party workers to return to the
party in the coming days. All those who
believe in the ideology of the NCP (AP)

are always welcome”

Patil had wanted to the contest the 2024
State Assembly polls on a BJP ticket from
Indapur, a wish he had recently conveyed
to deputy Chief Minister and senior BJP

leader Devendra Fadnavis.

However, coalition compulsions within
the ruling MahaYuti — comprising BJP,
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena and Ajit

polls.

polls.

Pawar-led NCP - has made it impossible
for Patil to contest the State Assembly
polls from Indapur.

Because, NCP (AP) chief Ajit Pawar
meanwhile, went ahead and announced
sitting MLA Dattatray Vithoba Bharne
— who had won the elections in 2014
and 2019 from the undivided NCP — as
his party candidate for the Lok Sabha

A four-time MLA, Patil — who had been
elected to the State Assembly from
Indapur constituency in 1995, 1999 and
2004 as an Independent and in 2009 as a
candidate from the Congress — is likely
to be fielded as an NCP (AP) candidate
from Indapur in the 2024 Assembly

Talking to media persons, Patil said: “I
have been travelling across the Indapur
constituency and meeting people from
various sections for the last two months.
People have been insisting that I should
contest the Assembly election”

“I had a detailed discussion with
Fadnavis...since the Indapur seat is
going to the sitting MLA from Maha Yuti
(Bharne), he (Fadnavis) assured me of
another option. Though the option
would have been feasible for me, it would
not have been acceptable to my
supporters
constituency, Patil said.

“During my meeting with Pawar sahib
yesterday, he told me that since my
supporters want me to contest from
Indapur, I should take a call... I spoke to
my supporters and have decided to join
the NCP (SP),” Patil said.

Welcoming Patil’s entry to her party,
Baramati MP and NCP (SP) Working

and people from my

President Supriya Sule said: “The family

relations between Pawar family and Patil
family go back to six decades...I
welcome him to the NCP.

Patil is the Chairman of the National
Federation
Factories

of Cooperative Sugar

Patil’s entry to the NCP (SP) comes close

party.

on the heels of Raje Samarjeetsinh
Ghatge, a member of the erstwhile royal
family of Kolhapur, quitting the saffron
party, joining the Sharad Pawar-led

Similarly, in a “ghar-wapsi” of sorts,
three-time former MP and BJP leader
from Gondia
Gopaldas Agrawal had quit the satfron
party on September 13, and joined the
Opposition Congress.

Both NCP (SP) and Congress are
constituents of the Opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVS).

in Vidarbha region

India matching up to China by
improving airfields: IAF chief

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

China is rapidly developing
infrastructure on its side across
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) and India is also
matching up by improving its
airfields in the border areas,
TAF chief AP Singh said here
on Friday.

He also said while India is
ahead of China in terms of
training, it lags behind in
technology and rate of defence
production and called for
faster pace of developing and
manufacturing weapon
systems within the country.
The Air Force Chief said the
aim of the IAF is to achieve
total self-reliance by 2047.

The IAF Chief said India has
the capabilities to intercept any
incoming missile but lack the
numbers. He made this
observation ~when asked
whether like Israel, which a few
days ago intercepted most of
the 200 missiles fired by Iran,
India can also do the same.

He pointed out India is a much
bigger country in terms of size
compared to Israel and will
prioritise in defending vital
strategic  installations  if
attacked by missiles.

Making these assertions here
during the annual press
conference ahead of the Air
Force Day on October 8, he
said India is modernising its

Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) Air Chief Marsha Amar Preet Singh addresses a press

conference at Akash Air Force Mess, in New Delhi on Friday
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airfields along the borders with
China and using advanced
landing grounds (ALG) in
central sector. Comparing the
two countries, the Air Chief
said India is better than China
as far as human aspects and
training are concerned but has
lagged behind in technology
and production rates of
defence equipment.

“We have done our analysis.
We don't have a design to go
offensive unnecessarily. Only
when we are pushed, we will
do something... We have our
plans in place. One place I can
positively say is we are training
much better than them. We
have exposure much better
than them. We get to know...
how they train and how many

different Air Forces they
interact with and how many do
we interact with. As far as
human angle is concerned,
people behind the machine are
concerned we are way ahead of
them,” he said. “As far as
technology is concerned we
may be not so good as of now,
we have lagged. We were better
than them in technology also
sometime back, but we have
lagged in that and we need to
catch up. As far as production
rates are concerned, we are way
behind. We need to catch up.
That will happen over a period
of time, it cannot happen
overnight”

Acknowledging the delay in
the Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) Tejas programme with
the MK-1A deliveries yet to
begin, IAF chief said their first
aim is not to let the fighter
aircraft strength go down
below 30 squadrons. In this
regard, he said Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
must now stick to its promise
of producing 24 aircraft every
year to offset the delay. They
have a third aircraft line in
Nashik, it is yet to churn out an
aircraft, be noted.

He stressed that private players
have to come in to ensure the
numbers. “We can’t keep
relying on one agency. Even
HAL will have limitations,” he
stated, given the numbers
involved.

The Union Minister for Defence, Rajnath Singh at the Indo-Pacific Regional
Dialogue (IPRD) 2024, in New Delhi on October 04, 2024
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Defence Minister reiterates
India’s stand for rules based
on International order

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday here
reiterated India’s stand on
having a rules based
international  order and
respect for international laws
and said “India advocates for
a peaceful resolution to
disputes and seeks to promote
cooperation among nations in
Indo-Pacific” These
assertions were in apparent
reference to China flexing its
muscle in this strategically
important region.

Addressing the Indo-Pacific
Regional Dialogue 2024, he
also said India’s vision for

Indo-Pacific is based on
fostering partnerships
through sustainable
development, economic

growth and mutual security.
“India’s vision for the Indo-
Pacific is based on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
idea of SAGAR (Security and
Growth for All in the Region)
as we believe in fostering
partnerships that prioritise
sustainable  development,
economic growth and mutual
security, Rajnath said.
engagement with its partners
is guided by the
understanding that true
progress can only be achieved
through collective action and
synergy, and due to these
efforts, it is now considered as
a credible and preferred
security partner and first
responder in the region.

The  Defence  Minister
reiterated India’s unwavering
resolve to a rule-based
international order, respect
for international law, and
adherence to the principles
enshrined in the UN
Convention on the Law of the
Sea, describing them as the

cornerstones  of  foreign
policy.
“India  has  consistently

advocated for a peaceful
resolution to disputes and has
sought to promote
cooperation among nations in
the Indo-Pacific, with a
strong emphasis on the
centrality of ASEAN in
fostering regional dialogue,

stability —and  collective
growth,” he said.

Rajnath also underscored
Indias  commitment to
ensuring the safety and
security of the  vital
international maritime

routes. He added that the
engagement with regional
partners, including joint
exercises and information-
sharing initiatives, is aimed at
strengthening the collective
maritime security framework.
He underlined that the Indian
Armed Forces, especially
Navy, has been at the
forefront of cooperative
endeavours with countries of

the region, and are
continuously working
towards  building  their

capacity and capabilities.
“While India’s endeavour for
maritime cooperation
continues, its interests are not
in conflict with any other
country. At the same time,
interests of any other nation
should not come in conflict
with other nations. This is the
spirit in which we must work
together,” he added.

Rajnath pointed out that the
rapidly  evolving  global
maritime landscape is shaped
by shifting power dynamics,
resource competition and
emerging security threats. He
added that the emergence of
the Indo-Pacific theatre
reflects a visible balancing of
global power.

“The Indo-Pacific region has
emerged as the world’s most
dynamic geopolitical zone
and is the centre of gravity of
the economic and strategic
interests. It also carries a
degree  of  pre-existing
international tension, rivalry
and conflict. While some
challenges are of local nature,
many challenges have global
ramifications. With respect to
marine resources, we are
witnessing a  significant
increase in  geopolitical
competition. As populations
continue to grow, the demand
for marine resources has
surged, leading to heightened
tensions and competition
among nations,” he added.
Sharing insights on the
subject of ‘Global Commons,
the natural resources such as
the ocean, outer space,
climate, clean air, etc, which is
shared by all of humanity,
Rajnath stated that these are
essential to maintain a
sustainable  planet.  He
stressed on the need to create
a balance of competing
interests, which can offer
numerous ecological,
economic, and social benefits
transcending national
boundaries.

Thousands bid final farewell to Thomas Cherian

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

Thousands of people had
gathered at Elanthur St
Peters Church to bid farewell
to Thomas Cherian, a
craftsman in Indian Army’s
elite Corps of Electronics and
Mechanical Engineers who
had laid down his life at the
altar of the nation in an air
crash on February 7, 1968 in
Rohtang Pass in Himachal
Pradesh.

High ranking bishops and
priests of the Orthodox
Church led the prayers and
other rituals prior to the
funeral as his brothers and
sister stood with sombre
faces. Cherian was buried
with full military honors as

onlookers shouted “Thomas
Cherian Amar Rahen”

His mortal remains were
recovered from the crash site
last week after a 56 year long
search operation carried out
by the rescue team of Indian
Army. The body was flown to
Thiruvananthapuram by a
special IAF aircraft and was
received by the officers and
jawans of the Pangode
Brigade of the Army,
stationed in the suburb of the
capital city,

Thomas Cherian began his
last journey to his village early
Friday morning after the
officers and jawans accorded
him the customary send off at
the Brigade head quarters. A
motorcade accompanied the

special vehicle that carried the
coffin which was draped in
the national tricolors. The
body was kept in his ancestral
home for two hours before the
cortege accompanied by
hundreds of people left for the
church.

Thousands had gathered to
bid him good bye and for
most of them Thomas
Cherian was an unknown
soldier till Monday. It was
through the communication
from Indian Army that they
came to know about Cherian
who had left the village at the
age of 17 to serve the nation.
A team of officers and
soldiers acted as pall bearers
while the group of bishops
and priests read out psalms

and prayers from Holy Bible.
There was a message from
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi which was read out by
the church representative.
Wreaths were placed on
behalf of the Kerala
Government as well as the
district administration.

Close relations of Cherian
including his two brothers
Thomas Varghese, Thomas
Thomas and sister Mary
kissed the coffin for the last
time while the officers
handed over the tricolour to
Thomas Thomas. The casket
was lowered into a special
tomb near to the final resting
place of their parents and
elder brother.

“This is an emotional farewell

to Cherian who had come
back from the snow clad
Himalayas to the arid soil of
this village. All we could offer
right now is our tearful
goodbye,” said
Gopalakrishnan, who was in
attendance at the Thomas’s
Odalil Home from morning
till the last post was sounded
by the Army buglers.
Cherian’s name would figure
in the record books for the
feat of Dogra Scouts of the
Indian Army and Tiranga
Mountain Rescue for
recovering a soldier after 56
years of search mission. Till
date only nine bodies out of
the 102 passengers who were
on board in the ill-fated
aircraft had been retrieved.

Sedentary lifestyle main cause for heart
disease, back pain, diabetes: Study

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

s work from home

becomes a common
lifestyle particularly post-
Covid pandemic, many of us
find ourselves spending
excessive hours sitting,
whether at our desks or on the
couch, often slouched over
our laptops and phones.
A brisk walk and exercise is
key, Jooa Norha, a doctoral
researcher and
physiotherapist ~ at  the
University of Turku who
conducted the study has
focused on adults aged 40 to

65 with metabolic syndrome -
a cluster of conditions that
increase the risk of heart
disease, stroke, and diabetes.
Flagging the detrimental
effects of a sedentary lifestyle
on back pain, especially on the
ones who are overweight and
physically inactive, she said
that the unhealthy habit can
lead to serious long-term
health issues.

The study targeted
participants with metabolic
syndrome — a combination of
health conditions involving
the risk of heart diseases,
stroke and diabetes. The study
was conducted on 64 adults

between 40 and 65 years-old
who were overweight or
obese. The participants were
further divided into two
groups — one group was
asked to reduce their sitting
time and include light exercise
in their routine, while the
other group was asked to carry
on with their normal routine.
The ones who included light
exercise in their routine
demonstrated stable back
pain, while the inactive group
showed a steep increase in the
intensity of back pain. Hence,
the study concluded that
reducing inactivity can help
fix back pain significantly.
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How secular is India?

As India grapples with internal strife and external criticism, the

debate surrounding its commitment to secularism intensifies

pioned the values of secularism and pluralism. However, the landscape of religious

| ndia, a nation characterised by its rich tapestry of religious diversity, has long cham-

freedom in the country has come under scrutiny, particularly with the recent desig-
nation by the US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) of India as
a “Country of Particular Concern.” This designation has ignited a contentious debate,
leading to a sharp rebuke from the Indian government, which labeled the USCIRF a “biased
organisation with a political agenda.” In its 2024 report, the USCIRF highlighted alarm-
ing trends regarding religious freedom in India. The commission reported instances of
violence against individuals based on their religious identity, citing cases of killings, beat-
ings and lynchings carried out by vigilante groups. It also noted the arbitrary arrests of
religious leaders and the demolition of homes and places of worship, characterising these
actions as severe violations of religious freedom. The report further pointed to changes

S

in India’s legal framework that, according to the USCIRF,
target and disenfranchise religious minorities. These
changes include the controversial Gitizenship

Amendment Act (CAA) and the implementation of a
uniform civil code. Such measures, the USCIRF argues,
contribute to a climate of fear and marginalisation for
non-Hindu communities. In response to the USCIRF’s
assertions, the Indian Ministry of External Affairs firm-
ly rejected the report. Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
described the commission’s narrative as a “motivat-
ed” misrepresentation of facts aimed at maligning

India’s image on the global stage. The ministry’s state-

ment emphasised that the USCIRF’s reporting is unsci-
entific and driven by an agenda that fails to reflect the realities of India’s democracy.

Itis true that no external agency or country has right to give us lessons in religious free-
dom and tolerance as we have practiced it since ancient times. Moreover, they have
skeletons in their own cupboard which they would better take care first. The trigger happy
policemen in the US don’t think twice before shooting a black guy for not pulling over
his car. But having said that it is time for us to reflect and introspect. To be fair, religious
freedom has eroded in the recent years. There have been lynching incidents and that is
not a made up thing. We may say that they are isolated incidents but they are enough
to send a message to the community. Moreover, the attacks on churches and other reli-
gious places have been reported from across the country all this while the police looked
the other way or just took mild action. It is time to ensure one and all that India is safe
as it has been for ages for people of all religions and castes. And India as a State does
not discriminate people for the religion they practice or food they eat. The concerns raised
by the USCIRF may be exaggerated and they may make isolated incidents look main-
stream but the government must maintain zero tolerance for such incidents so that no
outside agency dare raise a pointing figure at us.

A child looks at dolls dep|c ing scenes from Ramayana during the Dussehra Doll festival, in Bengaluru PTI

NATO’s eastward march
threatens Asian stability {7

NILANTHA
ILANGAMUWA

For Asia, aligning with NATO’s expansionist policies risks destabilising
the region and eroding cultural values of peace and coexistence

ATO’s expansion
into Asia poses a
monumental danger
that threatens not
only regional stabil-
ity but also the core values of
peace and coexistence that many
Asian countries uphold. The
recent change in NATO leader-
ship, with Mark Rutte taking the
helm, may suggest a potential for
new strategies, but the underly-
ing policies and militaristic atti-
tudes of the alliance remain
unchanged. The illusion of
progress is merely that—an illu-
sion—while NATO? intentions to
maintain a prolonged battlefield
in Ukraine serve as a reflection of
its true objectives. As observed,
the US weapons sales surged
dramatically in 2023, reaching a
record total of $238 billion as the
demand for arms skyrocketed due
to the ongoing contlict. Profiting
from the sale of weapons on one
hand and exploiting the suffering
of unarmed civilians across
Europe and West Asia is becom-
ing increasingly reprehensible.
This reflects a strategic mindset
where war is not an unfortunate
circumstance but an industry.
This is, however, not a new phe-
nomenon. This is how we “civil-
isations” behave. The history of
military alliances has consistent-
ly illustrated a paradoxical truth:
nations often proclaim peace
while simultaneously preparing
for war and engaging in it.
The recent rise of Japans Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba, who has
advocated for an ‘Asian NATO; is
nothing but a sign of a looming
storm ahead. Ishibas call for
deeper ties among Asian nations
and the establishment of a
NATO-like grouping echoes sen-
timents that prioritise militarisa-
tion over diplomacy. This vision
stands in stark contrast to the
scepticism expressed by India’s
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, who highlighted
India’s unique historical position
and its reluctance to embrace the
treaty alliances that such a frame-
work would entail. Ishibas propo-
sition to station Japanese troops
on the US soil and share control
of nuclear weapons highlights the
extreme lengths to which some
leaders are willing to go in the
name of security, yet it has not
received significant backing from
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the US administration, sig-
nalling the complexities and
limitations of this vision.
While NATO presents itself as
a bastion of defence, its actions
betray a far more sinister agen-
da.

The alliance has not only pro-
longed conflicts but has also
turned them into battle-
grounds for competing ideolo-
gies and geopolitical power
plays. This relentless devasta-
tion not only lays waste to
nations but also serves the
insatiable appetites of the arms
industry, which reaps sub-
stantial profits from the chaos
of ongoing warfare. Evidence
reveals that the US govern-
ment perceives conflicts as
lucrative ventures rather than
humanitarian crises. Nations
that align themselves with
NATO risk becoming collater-
al damage in a power struggle
that has little regard for their
sovereignty or cultural identi-
ty. The allure of NATO’s
promises can be enticing, but
history teaches us that align-
ing with powerful military
alliances often leads to disas-
trous outcomes. Karl Marx
posited that “history repeats
itself, first as tragedy, second as
farce” NATO’s past interven-
tions, from the Balkans to
Afghanistan, and today’s
Ukraine showcase a pattern of
destruction that is all too
familiar.

The question remains: will
Asia fall into this trap once
again, sacrificing its autonomy

LETTERS KNy}

THE HISTORY OF
MILITARY
ALLIANCES HAS
CONSISTENTLY
ILLUSTRATED A
PARADOXICAL
TRUTH: NATIONS
OFTEN PROCLAIM
PEACE WHILE
SIMULTANEQOUSLY
PREPARING FOR
WAR AND
ENGAGING IN IT

for the sake of Western agen-
das? Moreover, the political
discourse surrounding NATO
often ignores the implications
of its militarisation on social
stability and development.
This is particularly relevant as
Asian nations find themselves
increasingly pressured to align
with NATO’s militaristic strate-
gies. The focus on military
expenditure detracts from
addressing pressing social
issues, economic development,
and environmental sustain-
ability. The growing arms race
in Asia, driven by NATO’s
expansion, threatens to spark
regional conflict with cata-
strophic consequences, echo-
ing the historical precedent set
before World War L.

The belief that increased mil-
itary presence fosters stability
is fundamentally flawed, often
leading to insecurity and com-
petition as nations rush to arm
themselves against perceived
threats. This environment
heightens the risk of miscalcu-
lations and unintended esca-
lations, with incalculable costs
in human lives and economic
stability. Additionally, engage-
ment in militaristic alliances
under NATO’s banner risks
placing Asian nations in a
moral quagmire, contradicting
the region’s philosophies that
prioritise peace, harmony, and
cooperation, as espoused by
Confucianism, Hinduism,
Islamism, and Buddhism. The
very qualities that were under-
mined by colonialism, after

Double-edged sword of social
media: Impact on relationships

While it offers the promise of community and instant communication, the allure of

E EDITOR

years of suffering and the sac-
rifices of millions, must be pro-
tected and promoted, as align-
ing with NATO may ultimate-
ly undermine these cultural
values in favour of a destruc-
tive path centred on military
solutions.

Moreover, the consequences of
such an alignment are not lim-
ited to immediate military
conflicts. Long-term geopolit-
ical ramifications could desta-
bilise the entire region, further
entrenching power struggles
that lead to conflict.
Embracing a militaristic
alliance may offer a temporary
illusion of security but ulti-
mately leads to self-inflicted
wounds—akin to harakiri. The
path toward a more peaceful
and stable future lies not in
militarisation but in diploma-
cy, cooperation, and mutual
respect. Instead of succumbing
to the pressures of NATO’s
warmongering agenda, Asian
countries should seek to forge
their paths, grounded in their
cultural philosophies and val-
ues that prioritise harmony
and coexistence. The rhetoric
of security and defence masks
a more insidious agenda—
one driven by the military-
industrial complex that thrives
on conflict and arms sales. For
Asian nations, the choice to
align with NATO is a perilous
one, fraught with the potential

for self-destruction.
(The writer is a journalist
and author; views expressed
are personal)

DEEBA SALIM IRFAN

curated perfection can lead to unrealistic expectations and strain relationships

ocial media has
S become an integral part

of modern life, con-
necting people from all cor-
ners of the globe. While it
offers numerous benefits,
such as facilitating com-
munication and fostering
community, it also poses
significant challenges to
relationships and mental
health.
One of the most significant
ways social media can
impact relationships is by
creating unrealistic expecta-
tions.
The carefully curated
images and posts that peo-
ple share online often por-
tray an idealised version of
their lives. This can lead to
feelings of inadequacy and
comparison, as individuals
may feel pressure to mea-
sure up to the perceived
perfection of others.
Additionally, the constant
stream of information and
updates can make it difficult
to maintain deep and mean-
ingful connections with
loved ones.
Social media can also con-
tribute to the breakdown of
relationships. The anonymi-
ty and lack of accountabil-
ity that the internet provides

can create a breeding
ground for cyberbullying,
harassment and online infi-
delity. These behaviours
can erode trust, damage
relationships and have a
devastating impact on men-
tal health.

Furthermore, the constant
pressure to be online and
connected can lead to feel-
ings of anxiety and stress.

The fear of missing out
(FOMO) can drive individ-
uals to spend excessive
amounts of time scrolling
through social media feeds,
neglecting their relation-
ships and other important

aspects of their lives. This
can lead to feelings of iso-
lation, loneliness and low
self-esteem.

The impact of social media
on mental health can be
particularly severe for
young people, who are
often heavy users of these
platforms. Studies have
shown that excessive social
media use can be linked to
increased rates of depres-
sion, anxiety, and even sui-
cidal thoughts.

This is in part due to the
exposure to negative con-
tent, such as cyberbullying
and hate speech, as well as

the constant comparison to
others. On the other hand,
social media can also have
positive effects on relation-
ships and mental health. It
can provide a platform for
connecting with like-mind-
ed individuals, building
supportive communities,
and sharing experiences.
Social media can also be a
valuable tool for staying in
touch with friends and fam-
ily who live far away .To
mitigate the negative
impacts of social media on
relationships and mental
health, it is important to
use it mindfully.
Set limits on your social
media usage, be mindful
of the content you share,
take breaks from social
media, prioritize real-life
connections, and seek sup-
port if needed.By using
social media in a healthy
and balanced way, individ-
uals can reap its benefits
while minimising its risks.
(The author is an award-
winning poet,
novelist, writing
retreat curator, and
founder of
TheWriteScene.com,
based in Dubai; views are
personal)

TEN YEARS OF SWACHH BHARAT
Madam — Swachh Bharat Mission, one
of the first programmes announced by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi after he
took office in 2014, completes 10 years
on October 2. The aim was to equip all
households with individual toilets,
ensure communities have cluster toilets
to eradicate the open defecation system
followed in villages, and ensure that
schools and anganwadi toilets have
waste management systems for both
solid waste and liquid waste.To achieve
this, the government’s assistance was
increased from Rs 10000 to Rs 12000
under the SBM scheme. Amazingly, over
10 million toilets have been construct-
ed in rural households in 6 lakh villages
till date, benefiting 50 million people,
and many of these villages have been
designated as open-defecation-free,
which is essential for a healthy environ-
ment. Before launching SBM, unsafe
sanitation caused an estimated 199
million cases of diarrhoea annually, with
3 lakh deaths.
Also, a UNICEF report indicates that
women in Indian villages feel safer after
the installation of toilets in rural house-
holds. Also in villages declared ODE, the
risk of groundwater contamination due
to human waste has been reduced a lot.
Though villages benefitted a lot due to
the Swachh Bharat Mission, a survey has
emphasised the urgent need for action
against plastic pollution and air pollu-
tion in rural and urban lands.
Motivating the communities against air
pollution and water pollution for adopt-
ing a proper sanitation model for a
healthy life is the urgent need of the
hour.

P Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelveli

LAWRENCE’S FUNERAL CONTROVERSY
Madam—Apropos of the story ‘“The bat-
tle over CPI (M) leader M M Lawrence’s
final journey, October 3, 2024. The
Communists globally are political
chameleons with unequal rules for the
comrades. Most of the Communists,

|Il(|IaII Pllﬂ system needs revamp

higher and research-oriented education sys-

tem, has gone through so many structural
changes from the past till now. But the research-
oriented PhD programme still lacks somewhere
to provide ease to the people vis-a-vis their admis-
sion to the doctoral program. There exist some
of the undoubted systematic flaws in the UGC-
NET examination score as a mandatory requisite

-I-he Indian education system, especially the

though they claim to be non-believers in
God in public, may be passionate believ-
ers in God in private.
The unfortunate Lawrence episode points
to the chaos the Communist ideology can
create in a Communist family by verti-
cally dividing its members into two
warring factions.It also shows that even
the deceased Communist may not be
allowed to rest in peace by the comrades
merely to accommodate their political
ideology, what may to the grieving fam-
ily.Once an individual is bitten by the
Communist ideology, there is no escape
from it, even if she/he desires to change
his ideology after being convinced about
the utopian Communist goals. If the die-
hard Comrades learn a lesson or two
from the unfortunate Lawrence episode
and the Party’s insensitive handling of the
entire episode, it would be better for the
Comrades.

Bichu Muttathara | Pune

STARVATION AMID GROWTH
Madam — India is the fifth-largest
economy in the world. At the same time,

for taking admission in a PhD. The research work
and PhD are all about deep understanding instead
of memory strength of the very field of students’
specialisation and interest area, in which root learn-
ing from UGC-NET could merely assist.
Already, the PhD course demands a minimum of
a five-year time period for its completion, and man-
dating a UGC NET score as a prerequisite to tak-
ing admission in a PhD only extends the time peri-
od for aspirants interested in becoming research
scholars. UGC needs to make either systematic
changes in its examination pattern or needs to
enhance critical thinking and innovative thinking
tests for the students interested in doing PhDs
from the reputed academic institutions of India.
Otherwise, India will continue to bear the cost of
losing some fantastic minds to non-Indian uni-
versities that offer research ease, especially at the
time of admission.

Dimple Wadhawan | Kanpur

the Global Hunger Index-2023 ranked
India 111th out of 125 countries, with
the level of hunger falling in the seri-
ous category. Though the Union govern-
ment had rejected this index as erro-
neous, it cannot be rejected altogether,
as evidently West Bengal agricultural
migrant labourer Samar Khan, 35, died
of starvation in Chennai as he report-
edly did not have money to buy food.
He was admitted to Rajiv Gandhi
Government Hospital after he col-
lapsed owing to starvation. He had not
eaten for six days.
His colleague, another agricultural
labourer, Satya Pundit is still in the hos-
pital. Even having a buffer stock; peo-
ple dying of starvation is a slur on the
country, especially when we are talking
of the fifth largest economy in the world.
Besides, hollow slogans of the govern-
ment that nobody will be allowed to die
of starvation are belied.

SK Khosla | Chandigarh
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THE POWER OF INTELLIGENGE,
KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM

The human mind should be open to positivity and
confidence, to harness intelligence and knowledge

"\g‘ F o i
RAVI VALLURI
-I-wo thousand five hundred years ago, a prince from the formida-
b

le Sakya dynasty, in the quest for reality and truth, discarded his
monarchical apparel to adorn ochre robes and went on to become
Gautama the monk. He and his mind incessantly wandered till the attain-
ment of truth and insight. Upon attaining enlightenment after perform-
ing arduous tapas, Gautama the monk became Buddha the Enlightened
and Compassionate One. The mind of the prince turned Bhikkhu had
become hollow and empty from within and without realise the pristine

verisimilitude. There is also the story of Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu.
Once a young evangelist who cast away the traditions and rituals of the
Catholic order, only to serve the poor and infirm (particularly those afflict-
ed by leprosy), she was first to become a sister, then Mother Teresa,
after rendering selfless yeoman service to the populace of Kolkata (then
Calcutta) and humanity at large. She was the fourth Indian to be canon-
ised on September 4, 2016, and was set in stone as St Teresa of Calcutta
by Pope Francis for the phenomenal work and the miracles that have
taken place. Buddha and St Teresa were not confined to monasteries
and convents respectively to live their lives as ascetics in contempla-
tion, meditation, chastity and poverty. Both were prototypical individu-
als who transcended boundaries to carve a niche for themselves by pro-

viding an alternative ideology.
Meanwhile, way back in the year 1943 a young Swedish national, Ingvar
Kampard set up a company called IKEA. IKEA is an acronym for Ingvar
Kampard Elmtaryd at Agunnaryd. Today it is one of the largest ready-
to-assemble furniture companies in the world. These are individuals, who
with their mettiesome moves hold the ordinary traveller’s gaze in askance.
What differentiates them from the rest of the pack? It is not the opaci-
' ’ rn gl |
(3

" ey

. "

- r g K .'1.-:

ty of their thought process, but looking for out-of-the-box solutions. While
IKEA sets up furniture in our households, and Jio and WhatsApp pro-
vide the necessary seamless connectivity in communication, it is intrigu-
ing to decipher the letters of the acronym IKW.

| stand for Intelligence, K signifies Knowledge and W represents Wisdom.
Intelligence, Knowledge, and Wisdom need to be harnessed by humans
in ample measure to metamorphose our minds and lives to become true
achievers. In the wired world today, we are girdled with far superior tech-
nology in comparison to a few decades ago and are surrounded by a
plethora of gizmos at our disposal. The product and service should nec-
essarily be flexible, adaptable, and positively meant for the public good.
Only in such a scenario will the longevity of the article in question be
ensured and assured.

Siddhartha with his superior intelligence grasped that he was encum-
bered by misery and suffering; he gained knowledge through the vari-
ous techniques of pranayama and meditation and ultimately wisdom
dawned on him in the form of enlightenment.Today a seeker without liv-
ing in the monastic order, living like any ordinary individual could attain
and experience bliss and enlightenment by practising the technique of
Vipassana.

Similarty, in the Art of Living, through the regular practice of the Sudarshan
Kriya, a seeker can live in the present moment by banishing antipathet-
ic thoughts. St. Teresa of Kolkata too possessed enormous intelligence,
knowledge, and wisdom to establish the order of the Missionaries of
Charity to serve the distressed sections of humanity. The human mind
should be developed into a sacred place, which is malleable to embrace
positivity and confidence to harness the skills of intelligence and knowl-
edge so that the Gods bestow us with a bounty of wisdom.

(The writer is the CEQ of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd. He is a facul-
ty of the Art of Living; views are personal)
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crackdown on secularists

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

Shahriar Kabir’s arrest, amid controversial charges linked to his long-standing fight for
secularism reflects Bangladesh fundamentalists working behind the interim government

d h_s;._;“f, 4

tis important to examine in some detail
Shahriar Kabir’s arrest in Dhaka on :
September 17, 2024, and the subse- :
quent related developments, to :
understand the forces driving:
Bangladesh’s interim government and direc- :
tion in which it is taking the country. To start :
with, one must briefly look at who Kabir is.
Author, journalist, film-maker and an inter- :
nationally respected champion of human :
rights, secularism and democracy, he has also :
been at the forefront of the struggle to bring :
to justice those who had collaborated with :
the Pakistanis during Bangladesh’ liberation :

10

: reform protests. The report cited a

i sub-inspector of police present in
i the court as saying that Dhaka’s
i Additional Chief Metropolitan
i Magistrate, Md Sanaullah, passed
: the orders remanding him custody
: for seven days.

i A report datelined September 17,
i 2024, and published in Prothom Alo
{English under the heading,

START WITH, :
ONE MUST

war of 1971 and were their accomplices in BRIEFLY LOOK AT

the perpetration of crimes against human- :

ity including mass murder and rape. He : WHO KABIR IS.
played an important role in the formation :
of the Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul : AUTHOR’ :
Committee (Committee for the Uprootment JOURNALI ST’

of the Killers and Collaborators of Seventy-

One) under the leadership of ]ahanaraé FILM-MAKER AND

Imam whose husband and one of whose sons :
were savagely killed by the Pakistanis in 1971.

isation’s president, was, at the time of his :

AN

arrest, president of its advisory committee. : RESPECTED
Second, one needs to look at the circum- :

stances of his arrest, the charges against him : C HAMPI O N OF
and his accusers and their ties with the inter- | - HUMAN RIG HTS,

2024 and carried under the heading:
“Shahriar Kabir arrested in Dhaka,” Mufti
Harun Izhar Chowdhury, joint secretary of
the Hefazat-e-Islam (Hefazat), filed, on:
August 20, 2024, a complaint with the :
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) in':
Dhaka, against Sheikh Hasina and 23 oth- :
ers—one of them being Kabir--accusing :
them of crimes against humanity and mass :
murder in connection with a rally by :
Hefazat on May 5, 2013.
Further, according to a report in The Daily :
Star, datelined September 18, 2024, and car- :
ried under the heading “Shahriar Kabir :
placed on 7-day remand’, Kabir, along with :
Mozammel Babu, was produced before the :
court with a 10-day remand plea by the :
police, in a case concerning the death of a:
domestic help, Liza Akter, during the quota

DEMOCRACY

- “Shahriar Kabir, Nurul Islam arrest-
i ed, cited sources as saying that

Kabir was an accused in several
murder cases filed with Jatrabari
and other police stations in Dhaka.
According to information available

: with this writer, seven murder

cases have so far been levelled

¢ against him besides the one the ICT.
: The levelling of murder charges
: against a person of Kabir’s stature
i is not only laughable but suggests,
_ ‘as in a number of other cases,

. planned and coordinated behind-
Kabir, who subsequently became the organ- : |[NTERNATIONALLY :

: ¢ As seen, the case before the ICT has
i been filed by Mufti Harun Izhar
i Chowdhury, joint secretary of the

the-scenes effort.

| Hefazat-e-Islam (Hefazat) accusing

Sheikh Hasina and 23 others,

im government. According to a report in The : ¢ including Kabir, of crimes against
Dhaka Tribune, datelined September 17, : SECULARISM AND

: humanity and mass murder in

connection with a rally by Hefazat
on May 5, 2013.

i According to a report in The Dhaka
i Tribune (August 19, 2024) under
: the heading “Hefazat rally in Shapla
i Chattar: Odhikar publishes list of
i killed people,” Odhikar, a human
i rights organisation, published on
: Monday (August 19) a list of peo-
iple allegedly killed during the
i Awami League-led government’s
i crackdown on the Hefazat’s rally on
i May 5-6, 2013, at Shapla Chattar in
: Dhaka. The list, originally published
: in 2013, had led to action against the
i organisation by the Awami League
i government.

: Citing persecution by the latter gov-
- ernment, Odhikar, according to the

report, urged the interim govern-
ment to immediately form an inde-
pendent inquiry commission head-
ed by a Supreme Court judge and
conduct an impartial investigation
into the extrajudicial killings com-
mitted on May 5 and 6 of 2013 and
bring the perpetrators to justice.
The Dhaka Tribune report did not
mention whether Odhikar had
named the perpetrators. As seen
above, Hefazat'’s complaint was filed
on August 20, 2024, the day after
Odhikars post. Three questions
arise here. What was the number of
people killed? Was the rally peace-
ful?

What was the context in which it
was held and what were the
Hefazats demands? Against the
Odhikar’s figures, a BBC report,
datelined May 6, 2024, stated that
at least 27 persons had been killed
and dozens hurt in the clashes. It
also said that at least two of the dead
were policemen. Also, the fact that
the police, according to the report,
“used stun grenades and rubber bul-
lets” to disperse the protestors indi-
cates an effort to keep the casualties
to minimum.

The rally was extremely violent. The
report cites one witness as saying
that the demonstrators “were very
aggressive, some people were throw-
ing stones and the situation quick-
ly become violent... the police had
no option but to respond”. The wit-
ness further told the BBC, “Rioters
vandalised markets and set fire to
bookshops where the Holy Koran
is sold. Thousands of Koran and
religious books burned. They also
attacked the ruling party’s political
office and national mosque””

The Hefazat’s 13-point programme
includes the enactment of an anti-
blasphemy law with provision for
death penalty, exemplary punish-
ment to all bloggers and others who
“insult Islam,” cancellation of

Bangladeshs policy for women’s
development, bans on the erection
of sculptures in public places, the
mixing of men and women in pub-
lic, candlelight vigils, and “shame-
less behaviour and dresses,” besides
declaring Ahmadiyas as “non-
Muslims.” Nadia Sarmin, covering
its rally for ETV, was mercilessly
beaten for daring to be a woman “in
a men only” event. Grievously
injured, she was rescued by other
journalists.
It is not surprising if all this reminds
one of the Taliban’s agenda, A DW
report (May 9, 2013) by Graham
Lucas under the heading
“Bangladesh Chaos,” cited Maulana
Habibur Rahman, one of the Hefajat
leaders, as boasting of his role in the
1980s Afghan war and his support
to the former al Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden.
The interim government has close
and warm relations with the
Hefazat. It has lifted the ban on the
organisation. The advisor for reli-
gious affairs, AFM Khalid Hossain,
is the latter’s Nayeb-e- Amir. Chief
Advisor Mohammad Yunus had a
long and cordial meeting on August
31, 2024, with Mamunul Haque, the
organisations head. The Hefazat is
holding rallies and processions all
over the country.
It is in this context that one has to
see Shahriar Kabirs arrest and con-
tinued detention, in the teeth of
demands for his release by interna-
tional human rights activists and
organisations.
The idea is to send a clear message
to people in Bangladesh: do not
champion secular democracy and
humanism and oppose Islamic fun-
damentalism. If we can send
Shahriar Kabir to jail, we can also
send you there.

(The author is Consulting Editor,

The Pioneer; views expressed are

personal)

Legal tussles over EWS quota violations undermine RTE Act in Delhi
The violation of the Economically Weaker Section quota under the Right to Education Act continues to plague India’s education system

he consistent violation

of the Economically

Weaker Section (EWS)
quota under the Right to
Education (RTE) Act has
become a troubling issue
across India, particularly in
major cities like Delhi.
Despite clear legal man-
dates, several private schools
continue to deny admis-
sions to children who right-
fully qualify under this pro-
vision, creating a barrier to
equal educational opportu-
nities for underprivileged
communities.
Recent legal proceedings in
the Delhi High Court have
once again brought this issue
to the forefront, highlighting
the need for stricter enforce-
ment of the law to safeguard
the rights of EWS students. A
case in point is Master Ayan

B KJHA

Saifi, a 4-year-old son of
Shahid who had been allot-
ted a seat through a comput-
erised draw of lots conduct-
ed by Delhi’s Directorate of
Education (DoE) for the
academic year 2024-25. But,
a leading private Senior
Secondary School in Rohini
denied the admission and
that ensued a legal tussle.
Shahid approached to Delhi

High Court with his plight
and sought justice. It is mis-
conception that lawyers are
reluctant to take up such
cases especially for people
coming from lower strata of
society. Credit goes to a
young Delhi lawyer Aman
Sharma who took up the
case for the kid and secured
provisional admission for
Ayan Saifi to the school.

The Delhi High Court,
under the guidance of Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma,
acknowledged the violation
of the RTE Act and in an
interim order granted provi-
sional admission to the
child, emphasising the
school’s legal obligation to
comply with the EWS
quota.The RTE Act 2009 is
a landmark legislation that
ensures free and compulso-

ry education for all children
aged 6 to 14. One of its key
provisions mandates that 25
per cent of seats in private
unaided schools be reserved
for children from EWS and
disadvantaged groups (DG).
This quota is intended to
promote inclusive educa-
tion and bridge the gap
between socio-economic
disparities. However, despite
the importance of this pro-
vision, its implementation
has been met with resistance
from many private schools,
not only in Delhi but schools
across the country.

The refusal of admission
highlights the ongoing chal-
lenge in enforcing this law.
It violates a child’s funda-
mental right to education
under Article 21-A of the
Constitution. “Denying chil-

dren from economically
weaker sections the educa-
tion they are entitled to,
despite a confirmed allot-
ment, not only goes against
the spirit of the Right to
Education Act but also cre-
ates unnecessary hurdles for
families already facing socio-
economic challenges,” argues
advocate Sharma.

A pattern of non-compliance

A8

can easily be seen and unfor-
tunately, it has become per-
vasive across private educa-
tional institutions.Ayan’s
case is not an isolated inci-
dent. Private schools in
Delhi have repeatedly been
found guilty of disregarding
the EWS quota, prompting
legal battles that seek to
restore the rightful educa-
tional opportunities for

underprivileged children.
In March 2024, the Delhi
High Court revised the
income threshold for EWS
admissions, reinforced eligi-
bility criteria and offered
clearer guidance. However,
schools have continued to
evade their responsibilities.
A similar ruling in 2022 in
the case of Rameshwar Jha v.
Principal Richmond Global
School set a precedent for
punitive action against
schools that refuse EWS
admissions.

The Delhi High Court had
then warned that schools
could face severe conse-
quences under the Delhi
School Education Act, 1973,
for non-compliance with the
RTE Act. Yet, schools still
engage in tactics that delay
or deny admission to EWS

students, forcing families to
take the matter to court.
The larger issue at hand is
the erosion of trust in edu-
cational institutions and the
judiciary’s role in upholding
constitutional  rights.
Advocate Sharma urges the
Directorate of Education
(DoE) and the judiciary to
take stringent actions against
schools that defy the RTE
Act, calling for penalties
and stricter enforcement
measures.
It becomes imperative for
policymakers, educators,
and civil society to collabo-
rate in upholding the prin-
ciples of the RTE Act and to
work towards a more inclu-
sive education system.
(Author is a senior journal-
ist; Views expressed
are personal)
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Malaysia’s Anwar in B’desh for talks

AP M DHAKA

alaysian Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim arrived in
Bangladesh’s capital on Friday
to meet with interim leader
Muhammad Yunus, who took
over in August after the former
prime minister fled during a
mass uprising.
Anwar’s hourslong visit will
focus on trade and investment,
migrant workers and the
Rohingya refugee crisis, offi-
cials and media reports
said.Yunus received Anwar in
Dhaka’s Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport where
he was welcomed with gun
salutes and a red carpet recep-
tion.It is the first visit by a for-
eign leader to Bangladesh since

This photo provided by Bangladesh Press Information Department shows
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, left, speaking with Bangladesh’s interim

leader Muhammad Yunus, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Friday.

AP/PTI

Yunus took over on Aug 8 after
former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina fled to India. It is also
the first state visit by a
Malaysian leader to Bangladesh
in 11 years.Anwar, who is
arriving from Pakistan, is lead-
ing a 58-member delegation.
Next year, Malaysia will chair
the Association for Southeast
Asian Nations, and Bangladesh
is eager to increase its trade
with that region.

Bangladesh is also pursuing a
policy of increasingly involving
ASEAN in resolving the
Rohingya refugee crisis. More
than 1 million Rohingya
refugees from Myanmar live in
camps in
Bangladesh.Bangladesh was
Malaysia’s second-largest trad-

ing partner in South Asia in
2023, with total trade reaching
$2.78 billion, according to offi-
cial figures.Malaysia is also
one of the leading destinations
for Bangladeshi migrant work-
ers.

About 800,000 Bangladeshi
workers are employed as low-
skilled workers in Malaysia’s
construction, manufacturing,
plantation and services sectors.
But the recruiting process is
often corrupt, and allegations
of rights violations by
Malaysian employers and
Bangladeshi recruiting agencies
are rampant. More than 6,000
Bangladeshi students study at
Malaysian higher education
institutions, according to 2023
figures.

Japan’s new leader vows stronger detence

AP H TOKYO

New Japanese Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba opened his
first policy speech in office
Friday by expressing deep
regrets over the governing
party’s slush funds scandal that
dogged his predecessor. Ishiba
replaced Fumio Kishida on
Tuesday with the paramount
mission of quickly pacifying
public anger over financial mis-
conduct in the Liberal
Democratic Party and regaining
support ahead of an Oct 27 par-
liamentary election.

“I will achieve politics that is not
for politicians but for the peo-

ple;” Ishiba said, pledging to pro-
vide sincere explanations and
ensure that lawmakers abide by
the rules.

He set five policy pillars to
uphold, including security, econ-
omy and disaster resilience.
Ishiba said he will bolster Japan's
military capability to defend
itself from threats from China,
Russia and North Korea under
the framework of the Japan-US
security alliance.

He did not mention two goals he
advocated before taking office —
making the Japan-US security
alliance more equitable and
establishing a NATO-like collec-
tive defense system in Asia —

apparently to avoid controversy
ahead of the election that the
LDP must win. Omitting those
goals also saves him from pos-
sibly irking Washington, but
may disappoint those who saw
him as willing to speak up even
when he risked disagreement
with his own party.

Ishiba noted violations of
Japanese airspace last month by
Chinese and Russian warplanes
and North Koreas advancing
missile technology and testing as
examples of the worsening secu-
rity environment that Japan
faces and stressed the need for
a further buildup of Japan’s mil-
itary.

He said he will promote a
“strategic, mutually beneficial
relationship” with China and
increase communication on all
levels to build “stable and con-
structive” ties. He also said he
will further strengthen and
expand Japan’s ties with South
Korea and the trilateral cooper-
ation Japan has with it and the
United States.

He called the Japan-US securi-
ty alliance a cornerstone of
Japanese diplomacy and securi-
ty as well as the foundation of
peace and prosperity in the
Indo-Pacific region and interna-
tional society.

The first public support ratings

Indian Bank
| Maraina Branch, New Delhi

APFENDIX - IV
(Under Rule 8(1) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002)
POSSESSION NOTICE [FOR IMMOVEABLE PROPERTY
Whare as

The undersigned being the authorized officer of the INDIAN BANK under the
Securilization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers confierned undar section 13(12) read with
rube 8 AND 8 of the Security Inberest (Enforcement) Rudes, 2002 issued a demand nobice
dated 20.05.2024. Caling upon the Borower M'S SINGHAL TRADING COMPANY
PROPRIETOR YOGESH KUMAR SINGHAL S/0 RAJ KUMAR SINGHAL &
GUARANTORS (1) YOGESH SINGHAL 5/0 RAJ KUMAR SINGHAL (2) CHITRA
JAIN WD YOGESH SINGHAL (J) KRISHMA DEW1 SINGHAL with our NARAINA
Branch io repay ihe amound manticned in e nobica being Rs 23, 54,8821 (Rupees
twenty three lakh fifty four thousand eight hundred sighty two only) within 80 days
from the date receipt of the said nofice, Tha bormowen Guaranior having faflad io repay
the amount, notice i hereby given 1o the BorrowenGuaranionMorigagor and the public
In general that the undersignad has taken possession of the property described harein
Bl in exarciss of powers confesmed on himdher under section 13(4) of the said Act
read with nule 8 and 9 of the saxd Rules on This 03 Day of OCTOBER of The Year 2024.
Bormower's/Guaranior's atiendion is nviled to sub-section [8) of secsion 13 of the Act in
respect of time available to redeam the secured assels. The BorrowerGuaranior in
particutar and the public in general is heneby caulionad not bo deal with the property and
By dealings with the property will be subjact o the charge ol the INDIAN BANK for an
amount of Re 23,54 B8Y- (Rupees twenty three lakh fifty four thousand eight
hundred eighty two only) and inlesest thenecn

AR that part and parcel of the Property consisting of Plot No. C-100 M, 3RD FLODR
(WITH ROOF RIGHTS) SAINIK NAGAR, NAJAFGARH ROAD, UTTAM NAGAR,
MEW DELHI-110059 IN THE NAME OF CHITRA JAIN & KRISHMA DEVI SINGHAL
BOUNDED; On the North by PLOT NO C - 53 M On the South by PLOTNOC- 101 M
Onthe East by LANE 10 FT On the West by LANE 30 FT

Dafe: 03.10.2024 | Place: Mew Defhi

Presale Notice for Vehicle

*Without Prejudice*
*Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited*
KMBL/RARDW/DEL3924805/Pre-Sale  Date: October 4, 2024
To

Sheela Pannu (Borrower)

ADD: D-38 RAJDHANI PARK DELHI 110041
*Subject: - Presale Notice for Loan Contract No. LADEL00003924805
Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited hereby issues this presale notice regarding the
vehicle TATA INDICA DLS with Registration No. HR12G6165, associated
with Loan Contract No. LADEL00003924805 previously held with ICICI
Bank Limited.
Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited, having acquired the loan account and rights
through a Deed of Assignment dated December 31, 2007, has taken overthe
outstanding dues amounting to Rs. 13,41,171/- till dated 04.10.2024,
which includes interest. This amount is due to non-payment of instalments
despite previous reminders.
The vehicle has been repossessed as of February 27, 2011, due to
continuous defaults. The Mrs. Sheela Pannu are urged to remit the total due
within 7 days of this notice to reclaim the vehicle. Failure to comply will result
in the vehicle being sold on an "AS IS WHERE IS" basis, with proceeds
applied to the outstanding amount.
If proceeds exceed the debt owed, the balance will be refunded to the legal
heirs, while any shortfall must be settled promptly. This notice does not
waive any further rights or remedies KMBL may pursue as per the loan
documents or applicable laws.
For queries or assistance, please contact Mr. Vipin Goswami at Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Agra, at phone number 9582795982
*Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited*
Registered Office: 27 BKC, C 27, G Block, Bandra Kurla Complex,
Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051
Branch Office: G-9, VIKASPURI NEW DELHI-110018

sttra mn @ Indln Bank
£ TR

Authorised Officer (Indian Bank)

Indian Bank
| Maraina Branch, New Delhi

APPENDIX - IV
(Under Rule 8(1) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002)
POSSESSION NOTICE [FOR IMMOVEABLE PROPERTY

sttna @mn @ Indln Bank
£ TR

Whee as

The undersigned being the aulhorzed officer of the INDIAN BANK under ihe
Sacuriiization and ReconstrucSion of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Securiy
Irinrest Act, 2002 and in mosrciss of powers confarmed under soction 13{12) read with ruls
BAND'S of the Security Interest [Enforcement] Rules, 2002 isued & demand notice dated
27.06.2024, Caling upon the Borrower (1) WS ADD SERVICES PROP. VISHAL GUPTA
50 JAG MOHAN GUPTA (2] AGGARWAL PACKERS PROP. Mrs. VINITA GUPTAWID
VISHAL GUPTA & Guarantors (1) Mrs, VINITA GUPTA WIO VISHAL GUFTA (2] MR.
MUKESH AGGARWAL S0 JAG MOHAN GUPTA (1) VISHAL GUPTA 80 JAG
MOHAN GUPTA weh our NARAIMA Branch to repary the amaouni mentionsd in the nolice
baing Rs. 41,11 822/ [Rupees forty one kakhs sleven thousand esight hundred twenty
two only) within B0 days from the date receipt of the said nolice, The bomoweriGuarandor
having failed o repay e amount, notics is heroby given o the Borower
GuarartorMorigager and the public in panaral (hat the undersigned has tiken possession
of the proparty desaribed harain below in exancise of powers confarmad on himfher under
section 13(4) of the sad Act read with nde B and 9 of the said Rules on This 03 Day of
OCTOBER of The Year 2024,

Bomower's/Guamanior's attaniion is invited o sub-secton (B) of saction 13 of the Ad in
respect of time avadable lo redeem e secured assets. The BowowerGuaranior in
particular and B pubic in general is henoby cautioned not Lo deal with thi propedty and
ey deslings with the property will be subjact bo the charge of tha INDIAN BANK for an
amount of Re. 41111,822) (Rupees forty one lakhs oleven thousand eight hundred
twanty tew anly) and infarast thereon

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE ASSET
Al that part and parcel of the proparty consisting of FLAT NO 102 UPPER GROUND
FLOOR BUILD ON PROPERTY BEARING NO. C/35 MEASURING 100 YRDS, OUT
OF KHASRA NO.12, MUSTAIL NO.10, MANSA RAM PARK, UTTAM NAGAR NEW
DELHI 110059, BOUNDED :- On the North by PLOT NO 34 On the South by PLOT
NO. 36 On the Exst by FLAT NO. 101. On the West by ROAD 10 FT.

Dafe: 03.10.2024 | Place: Mew Defhi Authorised Officer (Indian Bank)

Presale Notice for Vehicle

*Without Prejudice*
*Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited*
KMBL/RARDW/AGR7145040/Pre-Sale  Date: October 4, 2024
To

The Legal Heirs of Mrs. Geeta Solanki

(C-306, Shiv Puri, Kedar Nagar, Agra, Uttar Pradesh 282010
*Subject: - Presale Notice for Loan Contract No. LAAGR00007145040
Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited (KMBL) hereby issues this presale notice
regarding the vehicle Hyundai Santro with Registration No. UP80AV8823,
associated with Loan Contract No. LAAGR00007145040 previously held
with ICICI Bank Limited.
KMBL, having acquired the loan account and rights through a Deed of
Assignment dated December 31, 2007, has taken over the outstanding dues
amounting to Rs. 17,18,900 till dated 4.10.2024, which includes interest.
This amount is due to non-payment of instalments despite previous
reminders.
The vehicle has been repossessed as of February 11, 2016, due to
continuous defaults. The legal heirs of Mrs. Geeta Solanki are urged to remit
the total due within 7 days of this notice to reclaim the vehicle. Failure to
comply will result in the vehicle being sold on an "AS IS WHERE IS" basis,
with proceeds applied to the outstanding amount.
If proceeds exceed the debt owed, the balance will be refunded to the legal
heirs, while any shortfall must be settled promptly. This notice does not
waive any further rights or remedies KMBL may pursue as per the loan
documents or applicable laws.
For queries or assistance, please contact Mr. Vinod Sharma at Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Agra, at phone number 7302980350.
*Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited*
Registered Office: 27 BKC, C 27, G Block, Bandra Kurla Complex,
Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051
Branch Office: E-12/8, 5th Floor, Shree Vrindavan Tower,
Sanjay Place, Agra, Uttar Pradesh 282002

UTTARAKHAND

Letter No. : 4502(1)/ Nivida-01/2024-25

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (E-Tendering)
Short Term E-TENDER NOTICE

Office of the Superintending Engineer

15t Circle, Public Works Department, Almora

Phone/Fax: 05962-230295 Email: sepwdalm@rediffmail.com

Dated : 28/09/2024

The Superintending Engineer, 1st Circle, PWD Almora invites tender through E-Tendering (Two Bid System) on
behalf of Honourable Governor of Uttarakhand for following works. All other information will be available from dated
05/10/2024 & onwards on website http://www.uktenders.gov.in

Sl. Name of Work Cost of | Earnest | Validity Time of Contractor’s
No. Tender | Money of Completion Category of
Form | (Rupeein| Tender Registration
lakh) for tendering |
1 | PDPWD Almora Rs. T521 120 15 Month [ Class “B” & Higher
Development work of Nanda Devi Temple | 5000.00 Lakh Days (Including | in Building work in
in district Almora under Manaskhand | +18% Rainy Central Govt./Any
Mandir Mala Mission (Civil work). GST Season and | state Govt./Any
Winter Govt. Undertaking.
Season)

for Ishiba as prime minister were
around 50% or even lower, the
lowest levels for a new leader,
according to Japanese media.
Opposition leaders have criti-
cised him for rushing to hold an
election after only adding a
new face and fresh image to the
party without any concrete
results. He plans to dissolve
parliament next Wednesday for
an election on Oct 27, allowing
only a few days of debate on his
policies.

On the economy, Ishiba said in
his speech that he wants work-
ers to have sustainable salary
increases that exceed inflation,
and will promote investment to
create “a virtuous cycle of growth
and distribution”. He promised
economic support for low-
income households and mea-
sures for regional revitalization
and disaster resilience.

worid

EU to impose duties
on Chinese EVs

AP M BRUSSELS

European Union countries
on Friday voted to impose
duties on imports of electric
vehicles from China, as talks
continued between Brussels
and Beijing to find an amica-
ble solution to their trade dis-
pute before an end-of-October
deadline.

Electric vehicles have become
a major flash point in a broad-
er trade dispute over the influ-
ence of Chinese government
subsidies on European markets
— which has forced the under-
cutting of EU industry prices
— and Beijing’s burgeoning
exports of green technology to
the bloc.

The European Commission,
which manages trade on behalf
of the 27 member countries,
welcomed their majority
approval of its plan to impose
the duties, even though EU

automotive powerhouse
Germany and Hungary voted
against it.

Those duties will come into
force on Oct 31 unless China
has a solution to end the stand-
off.

Commission spokesman Olof
Gill said that any solution pro-
posed by Beijing would have to
be fully compatible with World
Trade Organisation rules, rem-
edy “the injurious subsidisa-
tion” by China, and be “mon-
itorable and enforceable”
Beijing opposes the duties.
“China firmly opposes the EU’s
unfair, non-compliant and
unreasonable protectionist
practices in this case, and firm-
ly opposes the EU’s imposition

of anti-subsidy duties on
Chinese electric vehicles,” a
spokesperson at China’s
Commerce Ministry said in
comments posted online.

Still, it means that the EU and
the Chinese government have :
four more weeks to negotiate. :

Talks have already been held
between Valdis Dombrovskis,

the EU commissioner for the :
economy, and Chinese Trade :
Minister Wang Wentao, as well :

as at the level of technical
experts.

The China-EU technical teams
are due to resume negotiations
on Oct 7.

The duties on Chinese manu- :
facturers, if applied, would be
17% on cars from BYD, 18.8% :
on those from Geely and 35.3%
for vehicles exported by Chinas :
state-owned SAIC. Geely has :
brands including Polestar and :
Sweden’s Volvo, while SAIC :
owns Britain's MG, one of :
Europe’s bestselling EV brands. i
Other EV manufacturers in :
China including Western com- :

panies such as Volkswagen
and BMW would be subject to

duties of 20.7%. The commis-
sion has an “individually calcu- :

lated” rate for Tesla of 7.8%.
The retaliatory duties have run
into opposition in Germany,

which has Europes biggest :
economy and is home to major :
automakers. Germany’s auto :

industry association, the VDA,
said the German government

sent the “right signal” by vot- :
ing against them. Hildegard :

Miiller, who chairs the group,

called the decision “a further :

step away from global cooper-
ation.”
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P1ciciI Bank |

PUBLIC NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd, Landmark Building, 4th Floor, 228A, AJC Bose
Road, Kelkata- 700020 CIN No: L65190G]1994

The following borrower(s) hasfhave defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest towards the Loan facility(ies)
availed from ICICI Bank. The Loan(s) has/have been classified as Mon-Performing Asset(s) (NPA).

A Notice was issued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, at their last known addresses. However, it has not been served and are
therefore being notified by way of this Public Notice.

€021012, www.icicibank.com

Sr. Name of the Borrower/Co- Description of Secured Date of Notice | NPA

No. Borrower/Guarantor/ (Loan Asset to be enforced sept/outstan- | pate

Account Number) & Address Dute%? Notice

1. | pravin Kumar Bhattacharya/ Anindita |Khasra No. 25/ 199, Ward No. 50, Borsi ﬁugust 03/06/
Bhattacharya/ Mig 2- 2971, Housing (East) Ward, P.H. No. 39, R.N.M. 08, 2024 2024
Board, Chhaoniward No. 26, Industrial |Kasaridih, Mouza Borsi, Tahsil And Rs.

Estate Bhilaidistrict Durg Chhattisgarh-| District Durg, Chhattisgarh Admesuring |43.50.653.16/-
490026/ LBBLIODODE7 49648/ An Area of 0.0220 Hectare= 2400 Sq.
TBBLIO0006714977 Ft.= 223.04 Sq. Mtr.

2. Rupam Rani/ Shambhavi Enclave, Flat |Apartment No. 40129, 4th Floor, Block August 24/06/
MNo. E4 Bhootnath Road, Near South Of |P, “Gaur City 2", 14th Avenue, Plot No. 16, 2024 2024
Amarnath Temple Kumhrar, District Gh-03, Sector 16C, Greater Noida, U.P. Rs.

Patna Bihar Patna- 800026/ (Admeasuring An Area of 1175.000 Sq. [23.61,.841.38/-
LBPTNO0004941958 Ft. Super Built Up Area

Date: October 05, 2024
\Place: Delhi/NCR

These steps are being taken for substituted service of Notice. The above borrowerfs andfor guarantorfs (as
applicable) isfare advised to make the outstanding payment within 60 days from the date of publishing this
Notice. Else, further steps will be taken as per the provisions of the Securitisation and Re-construction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002.

Sincerely, Authorised Signatory
For ICICI Bank Ltd. _/

=
o=

Head ollice at, C-29,Community Centre, Pankha Rond, Janak Purl, New Delhl - 110058,

Phone: 011-25611042, 25611043, 25611044

[APPENDIX IV-A]
[See proviso to rule 8 (6)]

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
[E-Mstiion Sale Nodice lor Sale of below menlioned Immovable Secured Assed under The Securitization and Recorstruction of the Fimancial
Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, nead with provizo to nele 8 (6) of The Security Inferes! (Enfencement) Aules, 2002,
MNotice s hernby given o the Putilic in General and in particula 1o the beke mentioned borrtrwer, Co-marigager & Legal heir of Co-maorigagor &
Surety thal e below described immovable property monpaged/charged ba The Secured Criditor, the physical possession of which has bom
faken by the Authorised officer of The Secured Creditor will be sold an “AS 15 WHERE 15", “AS IS WHAT 15™ AND “WHATEVER THERE IS"BASIS
THROUGH “SALE BY o-auction junder SARFAES! Act & Rules, 20027 as per briaf particulars given horsunder:-

bl o | () trcrmant
Maolice ncrement smouni
5|  Mome ot Borrowes, | i) Pogsession Descrigtion of Property {c} Dale & Time of Inspecdion.
M| Mosigagor & Branch. | ne st {c) Laxt duie/Time of EMD
mang Amsuni & KYC Gatemission
B Nk {d) Dalny Time of E-Auction
1 :rﬂ. Jﬂs‘l‘l.lI Bapwa Wio. | (a) 13-10-2023 :dltupsnnpnilsmudm.u;ﬂ (Rs {a) Rs 2,17 500/
h. Late Bh.Ajey Bajwn, | jb) Phoysical / ailing Level, With All Fixlures And | 21,75 000,
JPT/S0 (G0SE3) 02.08-2024. Fitlings  Fitled Theroen, Wilh | Rupoes Twony b Re.20,000/-
K {e} Ry 17,1114, |Connection (4 Electricityin Aunning |  One Lakhs  |(c) 23-10-2024 11.00
Loan accoust me.|iogeher with further E‘::‘:::;‘::::“:m::’: m:?‘hr am. Te 4,00 pum.,
ODDZB110006711, | interest, peral intpresd and s + | Thousa n o
0002B110006736, | other charges as am Undivided Cwnarship Rights O The L 1?3;1’&"1321 o
QD02E070008598, | appdicable In the Loan mp: wmm::'""g' lmrm :
DO0ZE21 D00000E, BCCound froem Dime ko time. Rt 2] 14-11-2024, 3:00
2|(Borrower, Co-|iom 3000-2023 oA the | BEndle 15:;::’1 'Tm:“l:':l-:: pm, To 5200 p.m.
&l ﬂmn‘r!:mfﬂlg AN Covered Area 14.88-sq.mirs.,
Siluaked Is The Abadi 01 DLF. colony
Sursty)
Enowa As Miishan Magar, in The
::i;":.‘r:".'i" Lata Area O Village Ghessdli, Iltaga
“-.-ﬂ‘" Helr ol Co Shahdara, Delhi-110051 And
J Bounded As Easl: Gali, West: Portion
Morigagos & Surety) Of The Said Property, Nocth
Branch Jagatgen Property Of Dners. South : Shop Of
Dthers Buill Dn Porson OF The Sad
Propenty,

websin, Le www kangrabank com

dips/zariaesl aucliontigernel

Far detailed BidTenduor form, berms and conditions of the said sale, pleass mior o e Snk provided in THE MANGRA CO-0PERATIVE BANK LTD., HEAD
OFFICE AT C-29, COMBILSITY CENTRE, PANKHA ROAD, JARAKPURLHEAR JARAK CINEMA, HEW DELHI-110058, The Secuned Credior Bank's

The auciion will be conducied through S Bank's approvied sanvice provider MYs. s-Proterement Technologies Limised {Auciion Tiger), and Jor detalled
BidTender form, lerms and condilions ol the said ssle and proceduie of submission of BidTende: are avelabls Irom el webdhs af

g g

DATED : 0c3-10-2024
PLACE : NEW DELHI

STATUTORY NOTICE AS PER RULE B{5] & RULE 9 (1) OF SARFAES] ACT.2002 ]

This nofice aiso be considersd as a noice b M above named batnmwer'mortgagor of said inan, io pay the dues in bl bedore the date of sale, talng
wihich B property will ber S0l on the Moc menlionsd SalaAucton date. Trés pubbcation is alsa 30 day's notice 1o the above ramed bomower &

HEAD OFFICE AT C-26,COMMUNITY CENTRE,
PANKHA AOAD, JANAKFURILNEW DELHI-110058,

HARISH SHARMA
AUTHORISED OFFICER
THE KANGRA CO-DPERATIVE BANK LTD.

PHONE 0. 5073568418, 9013568410,

EU tariffs on
EVs part of an
‘economic cold
war: Orban

Budapest (Hungary) (AP): The
European Union risks entering
an “economic cold war” with
China, Hungary’s prime minis-
¢ ter said on Friday, pledging to
i vote against an EU plan to
i impose higher tariffs on the
import of Chinese electric vehi-
cles.

EU countries are set to vote on
Friday whether to finalise the tar-
iffs, part of a broader trade dis-
pute over Chinese government
subsidies and Beijing’s burgeon-
ing exports of green technology
to the 27-nation bloc.

The tariffs are expected to pass
the vote. But Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban said on
Friday that his country will
oppose them, and warned that
Europe’s tendency toward eco-
nomic protectionism would
i destroy the EU’s economy.
“What they’re making us do,
what the European Union is
doing, is an economic cold war;’
Orban told state radio. “This is
the worst thing that can happen
to Europe. ... If this continues, the
European economy will die;” he
said.

i The EU in July imposed the pro-
i visional tariffs of up to 37.6% on
EVs made in China, saying they
unfairly benefit from govern-
ment subsidies. Beijing, in
i response, filed a complaint with
i the World Trade Organization in
i August, saying the tariffs violate
WTO rules and undermine
global cooperation on climate
i change.

i China also launched retaliatory
i investigations into French
i cognac exports and European
i pork in what some analysts fear
could develop into an econom-
i ically harmful trade war with the
: EUL

! Hungary under Orban has pur-
i sued close ties with China and
Russia while its Western partners
increasingly seek to distance
i their economies from those
i countries. Moscow’s war in
¢ Ukraine and fears that a flood of
inexpensive Chinese products
could disrupt Western markets
i have accelerated those efforts.

Kim threatens
to destroy
South Korea
if provoked

AP Il SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un threatened to use
nuclear weapons and destroy
South Korea permanently if pro-
voked, state media reported on
Friday, after the South’s leader
warned that Kim's regime would
collapse if he attempted to use
nuclear arms. The exchange of
such rhetoric between the rival
Koreas is nothing new; but the lat-
est comments come during
heightened animosities over the
North’s recent disclosure of a
nuclear facility and its continu-
ation of missile tests. Next week,
observers say North Korea’s rub-
ber-stamp parliament is expect-
ed to constitutionally declare a
hostile “two-state” system on
the Korean Peninsula to formal-
ly reject reconciliation with South
Korea and codify new national
borders.

During a visit to a special oper-
ation forces unit on Wednesday,
Kim said his military “would use
without hesitation all the offen-
sive forces it possesses, including
nuclear weapons’, if South Korea
attempts to use armed forces
encroaching upon the sover-
eignty of North Korea, according
to the North’s official Korean
Central News Agency.

“If such a situation comes, the
permanent existence of Seoul and
the Republic of Korea would be
impossible,” Kim said, using
South Koreas official name.
Kim’s statement was a response
to South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeols speech at his country’s
Armed Forces Day on Tuesday.
Unveiling South Koreas most
powerful Hyunmoo-5 ballistic
missile and other conventional
weapons that could target North
Korea, Yoon said the day that
North Korea tries to use nuclear
weapons would be the end of the
Kim government because Kim
would face “the resolute and over-
whelming response” of the South
Korean-US alliance.
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Dockworkers’ pause strike until Jan 15

Detroit (AP): Some 45,000 dock-
workers at East and Gulf coast
ports are returning to work after
their union reached a deal to sus-
pend a strike that could have

Shortages could have driven up
prices and reignited inflation.

The union went on strike early
Tuesday after its contract expired
in a dispute over pay and the

Boston College, said the agreement
to halt the strike means that the
two sides are close to a final deal.
“I'm sure that if they weren’t going
anywhere they wouldn’t have sus-

Melania says she supports
abortion rights, putting her
at odds with GOP

caused shortages and higher prices

if it had dragged on.

The International Longshoremen’s

Association is suspending
three-day strike until Jan 15

provide time to negotiate a new
contract. The union and the US
Maritime Alliance, which repre-
sents ports and shipping compa-
nies, said in a joint statement that
they have reached a tentative

agreement on wages.

A person briefed on the agreement
said the ports sweetened their

wage offer from about 50% over

years to 62%. The person didn't
want to be identified because the
agreement is tentative. Any wage

increase would have to
approved by union members

part of the ratification of a final

contract.

Talks now turn to the automation
of ports, which the unions says will
lead to fewer jobs, and other stick-

ing points.

Industry analysts have said that for
every day of a port strike it takes
four to six days to recover. But they
said a short strike of a few days
probably wouldn’t gum up the sup-

ply chain too badly.

The settlement pushes the strike
and any potential shortages past
the November presidential elec-
tion, eliminating a potential liabil-
ity for Vice President Kamala
Harris, the Democratic nominee.
It’s also a big plus for the Biden-
Harris administration, which has
billed itself as the most union-

automation of tasks at 36 ports
stretching from Maine to Texas.
The strike came at the peak of the
holiday season at the ports, which
handle about half the cargo from
ships coming into and out of the
United States.

Most retailers had stocked up or
shipped items early in anticipation
of the strike. “With the grace of
God, and the goodwill of neigh-
bours, it'’s gonna hold,” President
Joe Biden told reporters Thursday
night after the agreement. In a
statement later, Biden applauded
both sides “for acting patriotical-
ly to reopen our ports and ensure
the availability of critical supplies
for Hurricane Helene recovery
and rebuilding”

Biden said that collective bar-
gaining is “critical to building a
stronger economy from the mid-
dle out and the bottom up”.

The union’s membership won’t
need to vote on the temporary sus-
pension of the strike. Until Jan 15,
the workers will be covered under
the old contract, which expired on
Sept 30.

The union had been demanding a
77% raise over six years, plus a
complete ban on the use of
automation at the ports, which
members see as a threat to their
jobs. Both sides also have been
apart on the issues of pension con-
tributions and the distribution of
royalties paid on containers that
are moved by workers.

Thomas Kohler, who teaches

its
to

six

be
as

pended (the strike),” he said.
“They’ve got wages. They’ll work
out the language on automation,
and I'm sure that what this really
means is it gives the parties time
to sit down and get exactly the lan-
guage they can both live with”

Kohler said the surprise end to the
strike may catch railroads with
cars, engines and crews out of
position. But railroads are likely to
work quickly to fix that. Just
before the strike had begun, the
Maritime Alliance said both sides
had moved off their original wage
offers, a tentative sign of progress.
Thursday’s deal came after Biden
administration officials met with
foreign-owned shipping compa-
nies before dawn on Zoom,
according to a person briefed on
the day’s events who asked not to
be identified because the talks
were private. The White House
wanted to increase pressure to set-
tle, emphasizing the responsibili-
ty to reopen the ports to help with
recovery from Hurricane Helene,
the person said.Acting Labour
Secretary Julie Su told them she
could get the union to the bargain-
ing table to extend the contract if
the carriers made a higher wage
offer. Chief of Staff Jeff Zients told
the carriers they had to make an
offer by the end of the day so a
manmade strike wouldn’t worsen
a natural disaster, the person said.
By midday the Maritime Alliance
members agreed to a large
increase, bringing about the agree-

AP M CHICAGO

Mela.nia Trump revealed her support
for abortion rights on Thursday,
ahead of the release of her upcoming
memoir, exposing a stark contrast with
her husband, Republican presidential
nominee Donald Trump, on the crucial
election issue.

In a video posted to her X account on
Thursday morning, the former first lady
defended ~ women’s “individual
freedoms” to do what they want with
their bodies — a position at odds with
much of the Republican Party and her
own husband, who has struggled to find
a consistent message on abortion while
wedged  between  anti-abortion
supporters within his base and the
majority of Americans who support
abortion rights.

“Individual freedom is a fundamental
principle that I safeguard,” Melania
Trump said in the video. “Without a
doubt, there is no room for compromise
when it comes to this essential right that
all women possess from birth:

individual freedom. What does ‘my
body, my choice’ really mean?”

The video appears to confirm excerpts
of her self-titled memoir reported by
The Guardian on Wednesday.

Melania Trump has rarely publicly
expressed her personal political views
and has been largely absent from the
campaign trail. But in her memoir, set
to be released publicly next Tuesday, she
argues that the decision to end a
pregnancy should be left to a woman
and her doctor, “free from any
intervention of pressure from the
government”,
published excerpts.

“Why should anyone other than the
woman herself have the power to
determine what she does with her own
body?” she wrote, according to The
Guardian. “A woman’s fundamental
right of individual liberty, to her own
life, grants her the authority to
terminate her pregnancy if she wishes”
Melania Trump writes that she has
“carried this belief with me throughout
my entire adult life”

according to the

worid

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that |, JITENDER KUMAR
GUPTA S/0 RAM RIGHH PAL GUPTA R/0 H.NO. 18,
UPPER GROUND FLOOR, OPPOSITE SUBZI MANDI
OUT GATE, KEWAL PARK EXTENSION, AZADPUR,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI- 110033 declare that|
name of mine and my father has been wrongly
written as JITENDER GUPTA and RRP GUPTA in my
Driving License No. DL- 0119940164605 and
JITENDER and RAM RICHPAL in my Voter ID Card
No. AKCO617878. The actual name of mine and my|
father are JITENDER KUMAR GUPTA and RAM
RICHH PAL GUPTA, which may be amended

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General Public on behalf
of our client that Mrs. Shubhda Seth, Mr. Sanjay Seth
& Mr. Rakesh Seth, are claiming to be the owners of|
Property No. 08, (300.96 Sq. Mirs.), Block-A, Ministry
of Works, Housing and Supply Co-operative House
Building Society Ltd., Nirman Vihar, Delhi-110092
“Said Property”. All persons are hereby informed that|
above mentioned owners are selling the said property
to someone who is taking housing loan from our client|
for purchase of the said property, if anybody has any
objection/s upon the said property about its sale and
mortgage and/or any kind of claim, litigation etc. upon
the ownership of above owners namely, Mrs. Shubhda
Seth, Mr. Sanjay Seth & Mr. Rakesh Seth, kindly
inform the undersigned in wrifing on the below
mentioned address within 10 days of the present.
Kumar & A i (A

! &
200, lind Floor, 23, Shivaji Marg, Moti Nagar, N. Delhi-15
Ph : 011-41112527-28 legal@knalegal.com

MORE FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS-2024

In continuation to already announced Festival Special
Trains-2024, Railways have planned to run following
additional Festival Special trains as per detail given below:-

accordingly.

02262/02261 New Delhi - Darbhanga Jn. - New Delhi 28
Reserved Superfast Festival Special Train (Bi-Weekly) | Trips
Train No.: 02262 Train No.: 02261

TATION 1‘
ARR. | DEP. ‘ E 2 ARR. | DEP.
—ees 00:20 New Delhi 20:15 peee)
21:15 - Darbhanga Jn. - 23:20

DATE OF RUN: 02262 from New Delhi and 02261 from Darbhanga
Jn. on every Wednesday, Sunday from 13.10.2024 to 27.11.2024.
STOPPAGES: Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Jn., Buxar, Ara Jn., Danapur, Patliputra Jn., Hajipur Jn., Muzaffarpur Jn.
& Samastipur Jn. stations.

ACCOMMODATION: 1st AC, AC-2 Tier, AC-3 Tier & Sleeper.

09067/09068 Udhna Jn. - Barauni Jn. - Udhna Jn.

Special Train (Weekly)

Train No.: 09067 Train No.: 09068
ARR. | DEP. J STATIONS T ARR. | DEP.
- 05:30 Udhna Jn. 14:30 -
11:10 | 11:20 Varanasi Jn. 10:40 | 10:50
22:15 - Baruni Jn. ——— 23:45

DATES OF RUN: 09067 from Udhna Jn. on every Thursday from

10.10.2024 to 28.11.2024 and 09068 from Baruni Jn. on every Friday

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public at large is here by informed that
my client Manju Verma W/o Late Sh. Kishan
Kumar Verma R/o 256, Guru Ram Dass Nagar,
Karkardooma, Laxmi Nagar Shakarpur, Delhi-
110092 hereby disowning & dis-inheriting her
Son Vipul Verma & his wife Smt. Priyanka
Kaith from all her moveable & immovable
properties and severe her all relation with them
due to their disrespectful and irresponsible
behavior towards me and my late hushand. My
client shall not be responsible for any acts of
them in any ways.
JATIN SAPRA (Advocate) Chamber No. 150

o w/R/RI/RE §_Lyfer G (ReTender) 10 WA

Tor=an g el Tafaes, feear

SeUe-HaH e PR (ITREvs)
Mob. No. 8392928226, 8392928209 Email: purchasekichha@gmail.com

o 2024—25 @ frg v s ARl v wie S, T
RaE B Y \ied &g, GST & Fmia goiign et/ siferge
fasban /we SPanl 9§, SRETS aftie MR (HiwiRHET)

2017 & e wifdem=t & saeta <t fAfaer womett (Two Bid System)
@ a=ta AT www.uktenders.gov.in TR AHER B ST
# | www.uktenders.gov.in W= a1y fAfaar
¥ e FfeT wiert w2 2R | amaTEE B IR AR L1
(wrert =yp=eH) U wPnEl fsma &g H—1 (e S=aam) o2 3man 9 fsr
R | g e e @ dawTse www.kichhasugar.com @2

) frmTaei

& A7 B8R, o A

friendly in American history.

labour and employment law at

ment, according to the person.

Nobel Prizes to be announced next week

AP B NORWAY

ars, a refugee crisis,
famine and artificial
intelligence could all be recog-
nised when Nobel Prize

in the wrong direction.
Perhaps it would be right to
draw attention to that by with-
holding the peace prize this
year” Withholding the Nobel

Peace is not new. It has been
suspended 19 times in the
past, including during the
world wars. The last time it
was not awarded was in 1972.

announcements begin next
week under a shroud of vio-
lence. The prize week coin-
cides with the Oct 7 anniver-
sary of the Hamas-led attacks
on Israel, which began a year
of bloodshed and war across
the Middle East.

The literature and science
prizes could be immune. But
the Peace Prize, which recog-
nizes efforts to end conflict,
will be awarded in an atmos-
phere of ratcheting interna-
tional violence — if awarded
at all.

“Ilook at the world and see so
much conflict, hostility and
confrontation, I wonder if
this is the year the Nobel
Peace Prize should be with-
held,” said Dan Smith, direc-
tor of the Stockholm
International Peace Research
Institute.

As well as events roiling the
Middle East, Smith cites the
war in Sudan and risk of
famine there, the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine, and his
institute’s research showing
that global military spending
is increasing at its fastest pace
since World War II.

“It could go to some groups
which are making heroic
efforts but are marginalised,”
Smith said. “But the trend is

This is to inform to all concern that M/s
Mercy Trading Pvt. Ltd, its Director Sh.
Prem Kumar S/o Sh. Kishan Lal R/o A-335,
Sadatpur, Shahdara, Delhi-94, who is the
allottee of Commercial Shop No.08, Block
-E-4, Sector-56, Noida U.P, had sold the
said property on GPA basis to the following
person(s). GPA was executed on in favour
of Sh. Satyshwar Prasad Bahuguna S/o
Late Sh. Urvi Dutt Bahuguna R/o A-33/516,
Air India Colony, Vasant Vihar, New Delhi-57.
So it is informed to all concern that the said
Commercial Shop No.08, Block-E-4, Sector
-56, Noida, is going to be transferred in
favour of Sh. Paras Bhardwaj Sfo AK
Sharma R/o A-33, Sector-27, Noida (U.P).
If any one has/have any objection he/she
may file his/her objection along with the
sufficient proof in the Commercial
Department of the Noida Authority within
30 days from the date of publication of
this notice. Sh. Satyshwar Prasad Bahuguna

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given on behalf of NARESH
KUMAR SHARMA who is owner of the Plot No. 5,
area measuring 250 sq. yds. out of Khasra No.
1999min, situated in village BehtaHazipur|
Pargana & Tehsil Loni Distt. Ghaziabad U.P.,
purchased the aforesaid property from Manish
Khandelwal vide Sale Deed dated 11.01.2023|
bearing document no.327, earlier Manish
Khandelwal had purchased the same from
Himanshu Dua vide Sale Deed dated
25.03.2021, document no.5706 and Himanshu
Dua purchased the same from Pankaj Rai vide
Sale Deed dated 19.03.2018 and Pankaj Rai
purchased/ owned the property from Ram
Kishan vide Regd. General Power of Attorney
dated 20.02.2018 bearing document no.1114,
Book no.lV, Volume no.1405, pages no. 395-
408, and now NARESH KUMAR SHARMA intend
to availed/availed mort%age against the financial
assistance from SMFG India Credit Co. Ltd.
(Formerly known as Fullerton India Credit Co. Ltd.),
To comply the reguirements of BANK/INBFC, we
lgive this public notice that if any Person having any|
type of claim/rightftitle/ interest/creating morigage
lover the said property, may inform in writing, at the
address mentioned below, about his objections,
within 14 days from today, failing which it shall be
presumed that the said property is free from all type|
of Encumbrances, lienetc.  Lucem Legal LLP

Plot No.136, (Basement) Uday Park,
INew Delhi-110049 Contact # 011-40046316}

UJJAIN SMART CITY LIMITED
Mela Office, Kothi Road, Ujjain (M.P.) 456001 Ph. 0734-2525856
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

No. USCL/352 Tender ID: 2024_UAD_374105_1 Dated 04.10.2024

Ujjain Smart City Limited Invites Interested parties for “Selection of
Agency to Establish, Operate and Manage an Incumbation Centre

THE PIONEER
LASSIFIED

s LOST & FOUND |+

I, Vinod Kumar Vats S/o Sh R.D.
Sharma, H no. 235, Nimri Colony,
Ashok Vihar, Delhi-52, hereby
declare that my original
documents Diploma of D.
Pharma Including its mark sheet
having Roll No. 5276 and original
high school certificate including
mark sheet having Roll No. 36160
and Original intermediate
certificate including mark sheet
having Roll No 262779 has been
lost, If found kindly contact:
9910486112.

PD(821)A
/[ CHANGE OF NAME |/

It is for the general information,
That I Monika D/o ShTej Ram, Ex
Wife of Rahul@Mohd Qasim,
R/o A-25 Ganesh Nagar, Pandav
Nagar Complex Shakarpur
declare that I got divorced from
my Ex-husband vide Court
Decree no. as HMA. No.
1253/2024 dated 12.07.2024.
Furthur I have changed the name
of my minor daughter namely
Kaifreena aged 13 years and my
minor son namely Kabir aged 11
Years and shall hereafter be
known as Rashi and Aayush
respectively for all future
purposes. It is Certified That I

For more details, please visit

https:/iwww.mptenders.gov.in. Any
Corrigendum or amendments shall be published on this website only.

For Ujjain Smart City Limited

under Ujjain Smart City". Interested bidders may purchase and submit|  have complied with all other legal
their proposals online at www.mptenders.gov.in. requirements in this connection.
Earnest Money Deposit 2,00,000,/- PD(823)A
Cost of Document 10,000/-

Probable Amount of Contract NA +| PROPERTY FOR SALE |o
Purchase of Tender Start Date 04.10.2024

Pre-Bid Date 14.10.2024 2BHK, Area 50 sq. yds, First
Last Date for submission of 24.10.2024 up to 17:00 PM Floor in Naraina Village, Lal
Technical and Financial Bid (Online) Dora Property to be Sold by

Auction. Contact: 9871012559
for T & C and other details
PD(822)A

XD

SRF

SRF LIMITED

Regd. Office.: The Galleria, DLF Mayur Vihar, Unit No. 236 & 237, 2nd Floor
Mayur Vihar Place, Noida Link Road, Mayur Vihar Phase | Extn, Delhi-110091
Tel. No (Regd office) : (+91-11) 49482870; Fax : (+91-11) 49482900

E-mail: cs@srf.com, Website: www.srf.com; CIN: L18101DL1970PLC005197
Corporate Office: Block-C, Sector 45, Gurugram, Haryana- 122 003

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Share Certificates pertaining to shares of the Company detailed
below have been reported lost and request(s) for issue of duplicate Certificates in lieu thereof
have been received by the Company:-

\

Sl. |Folio No. Name of the Share Holder / Cert-No. Dist-No. Lost
No. Legal Heir (Claimant) Shares
1 |SRF0049270 ASHOK CHATURVEDI: 388469-73 17363542-627 86

Shareholder
ANJUL CHATURVEDI: 537469-73 25383334-419 86
Deceased Joint Shareholder 1133072 205428470-9757 | 1288
90102792-94 | 10053970-4069 100
90202089 15393525-74 50
2 |P0004458 PRADEEP KUMAR JAIN 138908-9 5671552-651 100
976529 18588448-647 200

Place : Gurugram
LDate : 04.10.2024

Public is hereby cautioned against dealing with the aforesaid share certificates.

for SRF LIMITED

Sd/-

RAJAT LAKHANPAL

Sr. VP (Corporate Compliance)
& Company Secretary )

Patiala House Courts New Delhi-110001 JuAEr | ftremeht Fres®
PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General Public @ PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY MECHANISED CLEANING OF NEW
that of Mr. Anis Ahmed, is the owner of Built-] | &% MARINE DEPARTMENT JALPAIGURI RAILWAY STATION

up Property bearing House No. C-85, area
measuring 50 sq. yds., out of Khasra No. 536,
situated at C-Block Raju Park, Devli Road,
Khanpur, New Delhi., by virtue of GPA, ATS|
& Will dated 03.06.2004, executed by Mrs.
BiroDevi, and same to be finance by SMFG
India Home Finance Company, General public|
hereby informed that if anybody has any|
charge/interest/title in the said property or any
kind of dispute kindly inform the undersigned
in writing on the below mentioned address
within 07 days of the present.

(Mrs. Prasoon Lata & Rahul Raj Pathak, Advocate|
SG Associates (Law Firm |

FF 18, Lotus Pond Plaza,Yaibhav Khand Indira,
E-mail: sgassociatespli@gmail.com, Ph: 701

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that |, Shama Malhotra W/o Late R. K.
Walhotra R/o 57-A, G/F, Pki/BLK-B3, Lawrence Road,
Keshav Puram, Delhi owner of DDA MIG Flat No
57-A.G.F Pki/BLK-B3, Lawrence Road Keshav Puram,
Delhi has applied for conversion of the aforesaid flat from
leasehold  to  freehold vide application  No.
DDAHCA76344014 dated 20.09.2024 in DDA. That the
original document i.e. Mutation Letter, of the above
property have been lost, An FIR against this effect has
been lodged in Police station. Any persons claiming any
right, interest, having any objection or found in
possession of original documents, may wirite contact with
above named person at above address/phone no.
9311413664 with 15 days from the date of publication of
this notice. The person claiming any right, interest,
objections with respect to this property can persenally
inform or write to Dy. Director (MIG) or Director (H)-I,
D-Block, 3rd floor, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi.

COMPREHENSIVE MAINTENANCE
AND SERVICE CONTRACT
E-Tender Notice No.: EL_TRD_ 19_24-
25; Dated: 01-10-2024; Tender No.:
EL_TRD_19_24-25; E-Tender are invited
by the undersigned for the following work;
Name of work : AT Katihar Division :-
Comprehensive maintenance and service
contract (B, C & D checks) AMC for (12)
Twelve nos. Eight Wheeler Tower wagon
(having two nos. of Cummins engine
model NTA-855R in each TW) for a period
of (02) Two years. Tender Value:
¥3,92,70,010.99/-; Earnest Money:
%3,46,400/-; Date & time of closing of
tender at 15:00 hrs.and opening at 15:30
hrs. on 25-10-2024. For complete
information with the tender document of
above e-tender will be available upto 15:00
hrs. on 25-10-2024 in the website

www.ireps.gowv.in
Sr. DEE/TRD, Katihar|

@ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Baba Farid University
of Health Sciences,

Sadiq Road, Faridkot - 151203
Ph. 01639-256232, 256236

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-tender is invited for the following
Service upto 28.10.2024
1) Opening of Canteenfcafeteria in
the campus of GGSMH, Faridkot
Terms and conditions can be
downloaded from
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in. The
tenders will be accepted in E-
Tender mode only. Bidder can also
download tender notification and
document from the University
website i.e. www.bfuhs.ac.in

Registrar

nili12/239/2023/38181
Dated CHD :- 10/1/2024

uram,Ghaziabad UP.
72764, 01204440300

P
No. MD/ACCTS/WK/R-08/2024/1217  Date: 27.09.2024
E-TENDER CALL NOTICE (E-TCN)

Name of the Work: Hiring of 01 no. Mooring
Launch along with operational crew for daily one
shift operation for a period of 07 (Seven) years.
Total Estimated cost (including Hire Charges
and Fuel Cost) : Rs.12,11,88,139/- excluding
GST, Estimated cost put to tender for hire
charges only: Rs.5,16,20,976/- Excluding
GST. Last date & time of submission of tender
through on-line bidding is 17:00 Hours on
18/10/2024. Date & time for opening of
Technical Bid is 15.30 hours on tt.22.10.2024.
For further details please log on to the Website:

https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.
PPA/PR/41/24-25  Sd/- Deputy Conservator,
dtd.03.10.2024 Paradip Port Authority

GeM Bid Number: GEM/2024/B/
5416669, Dated: 01-10-2024. E-tenders
are invited by the undersigned for the
following work. Item Category: Custom
Bid for Services- Mechanised cleaning
of New Jalpaiguri Railway Station for the
period of Three years. Estimated Bid
Value: ¥15,37,09,640/-; EMD Amount:
39,18,548/-. Bid End Date/Time: at
13:00 hrs. on 28-10-2024. Bid Opening
Date/Time: at 13:30 hrs. on 28-10-2024.
Tender has already been uploaded in
GeM portal.

DRM(C), Katihar

from 11.10.2024 to 29.11.2024

STOPPAGES: Surat, Bharuch Jn., Vadodara Jn., Ratlam Jn., Nagda Jn.,
Ujjain Jn., Maksi Jn., Shajapur, Biyavra Rajgarh, Ruthiyai Jn., Guna Jn.,
Shivpuri, Gwalior Jn., Soni, Bhind, Etawah Jn., Govindpuri, Fatehpur, Prayagraj
Jn., Gyanpur Road, Banaras, Varanasi Jn., Ghazipur City, Ballia, Chhapra Jn.,
Sonpur Jn., Hajipur Jn., Muzaffarpur Jn. & Samastipur Jn. stations.
ACCOMMODATION: AC-2 Tier, AC-3 Tier, Sleeper & General.

For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table and stations enroute etc.,
passegers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways
website hitps:/lenquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

o oo st L T
NORTHERN RAILWAY &
Please join us on mnﬁ 0 3

& Your Convenience - Our Concern &S
Visit ™

us &t : www.nrindiznrallways. gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

CLIX HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED
Registered Office: Aggarwal Corporate Tower, Plot No. 23, 5th Floor, Govind Lal
Sikka Marg, Rajendra Place, New Delhi-110008

POSSESSION NOTICE (Appendix IV) Rule 8(3)

Whereas the Authorized officer of CLIX HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED (Clix), @ Housing Finance Bank
Company under the National Housing Bank Act, having its registered office Aggarwal Corporate Tower,
Plot No. 23, 5th Floor, Govind Lal Sikka Marg, Rajendra Place, New Delhi- 110008, under the provisions of
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
(54 OF 2002) (hereinafter referred to as "Act") and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section
13(2) of the Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002 issued a Demand Notice
to the following ¢ and co-b s 10 repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days
from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrower/Guarantor having failed to repay the amount,
notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-
section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on as
per under mentioned Date. The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to
deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of “CLIX" and
interest other charges thereon, The attention of the Borrower is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of
section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured asset.

f=3 NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

"Serving Customers with a smile”

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for the information of the General Public that

House/Flat No. 845/GF, Sector-11-14, Palwal
was Allottee/transferred in the name Sh. Krishan
Kumar $/o Sh. Chatter Singh Through GPA Sh.
Shiv Kumar S/o Sh. Mani Ram. R/o H.No.
Village- Baghola, Tehsil & Distt-Palwal Palwal|
(Haryana) vide letter No. 2658 dated 16-8-2016
Now above Allottee Sh, Krishan Kumar S/o Sh.
Chatter Singh Through GPA Sh. Shiv Kumar $/o
Sh. Mani Ram R/o H.No. Village- Baghola, Tellsill
& Distt Palwal Palwal (Haryana) has submitted
the documents for the transfer of the allotment of
the above mentioned house in the name of Smt.
Arti W/o Shashi Kant R/o House.No. 845/GF, Sec-
11-14, Palwal Now by the present Public Notice, it}
is informed to all public in General that in case
anybody has objection to the above said transfer of
allotment of house, in the name of Smt. Arti W/o
Shashi Kant R/o House. No. 845/GF, Sec-11-14,
Palwal He/She can file the objection within 15
days from the publication of the notice after that|
necessary action for the transfer of the above
mentioned house will be taken by this office as per’
Rules and no objection will be entertained after 15
days from the date of publication of this notice.
Estate Manager,
Housing Board Haryana Sector-7-A, Faridahad|

APPEARANCE OF PERSON ACCUSED
(See Section 82)
CASE NO. 445/2018
RAM KISHAN ARORA VS AMJAD ALI
To,
AMJAD ALI
V-441, GALI NO. 28,
VIJAY PARK, MAUJPUR, DELHI
WHEREAS complaint has been
made before me that Amjad Ali has
committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence punishable
under section 138 NI ACT, and it
has been returned to a Warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the
said Amjad Ali cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Amjad Ali
has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made that the said Amjad
Ali is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint.
By Order
Ms. Sanghmitra
Metropolitan Magistrate-01
Room No.54 Distt. Shahdara
KKD Court Delhi-110032.

ADITYA BIRLA

¢ U/ CAPITAL

Registered Office : Indian Rayon Compound, Veraval, Gujarat-362266

Branch Office : Plot No-17, Vijaya Building, 2nd Floor, Barakhamba Road, New-Delhi-110001

APPENDIX IV [See Rule 8 (1) of the Securi
Symbolic Possession Notice (for Inmovable Property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the authorized officer of Aditya Birla Finance

PROTECTING INVESTING FINANCING ADVISING

ADITYA BIRLA FINANCE LIMITED

terest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

ted Having Branch

Address at : Plot No-17, Vijaya Buildi

g, 2nd Floor, B

Road, New-Delhi-110001 under

NOTICE is hereby given that Sushila
Sharma claims to be owner and in
possession of Ground Floor of Prop No.
lII-F/927, in Vaishali Ghaziabad, UP (
herein after called the said property ) by
virtue of Sale Deed dated 06.06.2009, Doc.
No. 12990 and said Sushila Sharma
agreed to create a mortgage in favour of our
clients IDFC First Bank Ltd, ITO Branch,
any person/s having claim against the said
Property, or any part thereof, by way of sale,
exchange, mortgage (equitable/registered
or otherwise), gift, trust, inheritance, lien or
otherwise howsoever, are hereby intimated
to notify the same in writing to us with
supporting documentary evidence at the
address mentioned below within 7days
from the date hereof, failing which the claim
or claims, if any, of such person or persons
will be considered to have been waived
and/or abandoned and our client shall
proceed with the disbursement of loan and
subsequent creation of mortgage in respect
thereof. Vishal Diwan {Advocate)
For Diwan and Company LLP

H. No.2 {LGF), NRI Complex New Delhi-19
Mobile No. 9818399999

PUBLIC NOTICE

lame & Address of Borrower/Co-Borrower : 1. MOHD NASIR 5/0 BUNDI KHAN, 2. MRS. ISRAT
AHAN W/0 MOHD NASIR, BOTH RESIDING AT - HOUSE NO.457 GALI NO.9, SHAHEED BHAGAT
[COLONY NORTH DELHI, DELHI-110094, ALSO AT:- D-298, GALI NO.7, MUKUND VIHAR 30 FT ROAD,
KARAWAL NAGAR NEW DELHI-110094, ALSO AT:- A4, GROUND FLOOR-2, LIG FRONT SIDE RAIL VIHAR,
LONI, GHAZIABAD UTTARPRADESH, ALSO AT:- HOUSE NO.22 KHASRA NO. 60G/F NEAR SARKAR SCHOOL,
INEW SABHAPUR SABAPUR, DELHI-110094

[pemand Notice Dated : 01-04-2024, Date of Possession : 03.10.2024
{Amount of Demand Notice : Rs, 9,81,465.97/- a5 on 28-03-2024

[Details of Proj + "ALL THOSE PIECE AND PARCEL OF ONE KITA RESIDENTIAL PLOT NO. A-4 KHASRA NO.
(211 IN FLAT ND. GF 2 GROUND FLOOR (LIG) WITHOUT ROOF RIGHT AREA 315 SQUARE FEET LE. 29.26
SOUARE METERS SITUATED IN RAIL VIHAR HABDAST VILLAGE SADULLABAD TEHSIL LONI DISTRICT
EHAII.MBAD (COMPLETE DETAILS OF WHOSE CONSTRUCTION IS ATTACHED MAP) THE ABOVE FLAT IS

ITUATED AT A DISTANCE OF MORE THAN 200 METERS FROM THE MAIN ROAD, THE SAID FLAT HAS ONE
EDROOM, ONE DRAWING ROOM, ONE KITCHEN AND BATHROOM, AND THE LIVING ROOM IS COMMON."

ame & Address of Borrower/Co-Borrower : 1. VIPNANDER PRATAP S/0 SURJAN SINGH, 2.
HALU W/0 VIPNANDER PRATAP, BOTH RESIDING AT - PLOT NO.2/9, GROUND FLOOR, RAMA
HAR, KARMAL VILLAGE DELHI-110086. SR NO. 1 ALSO AT:- PLAT NO. FP-2 (FIRST FLOOR REAR SIDE, LIG
PLOT NO. B-138. RESIDENTIAL COLONY RAIL VIHAR VILLAGE SADULLABAD PARGANA AND TEHSIL LONI
DISTRICT GHAZIABAD, ALSO AT:- MALLIKA GRAPHICS SHOP NO.11 RISAL COMPLEX SHIVA MARKET-11,
PTAMPURA NEW DELHI-110034, ALSO AT:- PLOT NO. 504, BLOCK-B, BUDH VIHAR, VEER SINGH COLONY
LLAGE POOTH KALAN, SULATANPURI BLOCK. NORTH WEST, DELHI-110086, SR NO. 2 ALSO AT: FLAT
NO. FF-2 (FIRST FLOOR) REAR SIDE, LIG PLOT NO. B-138. RESIDENTIAL COLONY RAIL VIHAR VILLAGE
ULLABAD PARGANA AND TEHSIL LONI DISTRICT GHAZIABAD. ALSO AT: H 14C, SHARMA COLONY,
'HASE-2 BUDH VIHAR, SULTANPURI, C-BLOCK NORTH DELHI, DELHI-110086

bmand Notice Dated : 17/04/2024, Date of Possession : 03/10/2024
{Amount of Demand Notice : Rs. 8,59,767.3/- a5 on 15-04-2024

[Details of Property : "ALL THOSE PIECE AND PARCEL OF ONE KITA RESIDENTIAL FLAT NO. FF-2 (FIRST
FLOOR) REAR SIDE, LIG (WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS) IS BUILT ON PLOT NO. B-138. WHOSE AREA IS 27.87
ISQUARE METERS, WHOSE SUPER AREA 15 300 SQUARE FEET, LOCATED IN RESIDENTIAL COLONY RAIL VIHAR
fﬂLLﬁGE SADULLABAD PARGANA AND TEHSIL LONI DISTRICT GHAZIABAD."

Date: 03.10.2024, Place: Ankur Vihar Authorised Officer, CLIX HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

SCO 153-155. SECTOR

THE PUNJAB STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS FEDERATION LTD.

‘e- Tenders are hereby Invited for the purchase and supply of following items:-

==y

verka

34-A, CHANDIGARH-160022. EPABX NO. 0172-5041812.66
Naotice Inviting Tender www.verka.coop

. Transport vehicle for

b) Allotment of Milk Bars (C

NOTE:

NAM2/25768/2023/38191 Dated CHD

Sr. | Name of Work/ltem Period/Tentative
MNo. Qty
y r Ve Hea i (al=(l
Stainless Steel cans with elongated neck. Annual/
i. 5 Ltr. 1700 Pcs
i, 10 Ltr 1100 Pcs
iii. 20 Ltr. 800 Pcs
Iv. 30 Ltr. 150 Pcs
v. 40 Ltr. 1300 Pcs
wi. 50 Ltr. 150 Pcs
2. For Verka Gurdaspur Dairy
a) Hiring of:-
i. Cold Store for storing white butter at (-18°C). Annual

products for various stations.

Surat Mahli, Beant State University, M.C.C. Kalanaur, Sports Stadium
village Pahra Gurdaspur)

1. For complete details regarding above tender (NIT), pl
e Tendering portal L.e eproc.punjab.gov.in.
2. Corrigendum, if any, will be uploaded on website only.

supply of Panjiri, WMP, Ghee and other milk 02 Years/ 1MT,
ZMT 4aMT, 8MTand
13.5MT capacity for
various stations
ivil Hospital Gurdaspur, Batala, Pathankot, Kotli
02 Years

visit our e wwwverkacoop &

Dy. General Manager (Purchase)

- 10/4/2024
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the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54
of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated 20.07.2024 calling upon the borrowers namely
Ramvansh Fibrology Private Ltd. (Through Director), Mr. Deepak Kumar Garg, Legal Heirs of
Late Mr. Ramanand Garg: 1. Deepak Kumar Garg 5/o, Late Sh. Ramanand Garg, 2. Saroj Garg
W/0, Late Sh. Ramanand Garg, 3. Sameer Kumar Garg 5/0, Late Sh. Ramanand Garg, 4. Deepti
Agrawal D/o, Late Sh. R. | Garg, 5. Vandana Agrawal D/o, Late Sh. Ramanand Garg, Mr.
Sameer Kumar Garg, Mr. Utkarsh Garg, Mrs. Simpal Garg, Mrs. Anupama Garg, Late Ramanand
Garg, Through Legal Heirs, Mrs. Saroj Garg, M/s Ramanand and Sons (HUF) Through Karta, Mr.
Deepak Kumar and Sons (HUF) Through Karta, Mr. Sameer Kumar and Sons (HUF) Through Karta
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.3,13,94,266/- (Three Crore Thirteen Lakh Ninety
Four Thousand Two Hundred Sixty Six Only) within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers and the public in
general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the property described herein below in
exercise of the powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said act read with rule 8§ the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this 3rd day of October of the year 2024.

The borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and
any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Aditya Birla Finance Limited for an
amount Rs. 3,13,94,266/- (Three Crore Thirteen Lakh Ninety Four Thousand Two Hundred Sixty
Six Only) and interest thereon.

The borrowers attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section 8 of Section 13 of the act, in respect of
time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Description of the Inmovable Property

All that part and parcel of the Property : “Plot No. R-13/47, Raj Nagar Colony, Ghariabad - U.P. - 201002"
DATE : 03/10/2024, PLACE : Ghaziabad

Authorised Officer, (Aditya Birla Finance Limited)
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Modi releases 18th

< 20,000 crore under PM-KISAN

PTI B NEW DELHI

rime Minister Narendra

Modi will release Rs
20,000 crore as the 18th
instalment of the PM-KISAN
scheme on Saturday,
benefiting over 9.4 crore
farmers across the country.
Disbursements  will  be
through  Direct  Benefit
Transfer (DBT) during an
event in Washim,
Maharashtra, an official
statement said.
Maharashtra farmers will
receive an additional Rs 2,000
crore under the state’s Namo
Shetkari Mahasanman Nidhi
Yojana.
With the 18th instalment, the
total amount disbursed under
PM-KISAN will exceed Rs
3.45 lakh crore, supporting
more than 11 crore farmers
nationwide.
The PM-KISAN scheme,
launched on February 24,

2019, provides Rs 6,000
annually to landholding
farmers in three equal

instalments.

Maharashtra has received
about Rs 32,000 crore in 17
instalments, benefiting
around 1.20 crore farmers,
the second highest among all
states.

Around 91.51 lakh farmers in
Mabharashtra will receive over

Rs 1,900 crore in the 18th
instalment.

Modi will also launch an
indigenous sex-sorted semen
production technology,
aimed at reducing costs by
approximately Rs 200 per
dose.

The Prime Minister will

introduce a Unified Genomic
Chip for cattle and buffalo,
developed by the Animal
Husbandry Department.

Five solar parks with 19 MW
capacity will be dedicated
under the MSKVY 2.0
scheme, providing farmers
daytime electricity and
additional income through
land leasing.

The event will see the
dedication of 9,200 Farmer
Producers Organisations

(FPOs) and e-distribution of
awards for 3,000 MW under
the KUSUM-C scheme.
Maharashtra Governor C P
Radhakrishnan, Union
Ministers ~ Shivraj  Singh
Chouhan and Rajiv Ranjan
Singh, Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, and Deputy Chief
Ministers Ajit Pawar and
Devendra Fadnavis will
attend the event. Around 2.5
crore farmers will participate
through webcasts at various
centres nationwide. States
and UTs will celebrate the day
as PM-KISAN Utsav Divas.

money 10

About 1 per cent fall in Sensex,
Nifty amid tensions in West Asia

PTI B MUMBAI

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty slumped
nearly 1 per cent in a topsy-
turvy trading session on
Friday, dragged by intense
selling in FMCG, auto and
energy stocks amid
escalating tensions in West
Asia and persistent foreign
capital outflows.

Besides, a spike in global
crude prices on supply
uncertainty due to
geopolitical tensions dented
market sentiments, traders
said.

Falling for the fifth day
running, the BSE Sensex
tumbled 808.65 points or
0.98 per cent to settle at
81,688.45. The benchmark
hit a low of 81,532.68 and a
high of 83,368.32 during the
day, reflecting a wild swing of
1,835.64 points.

The NSE Nifty slumped
235.50 points or 0.93 per cent
to 25,014.60. Intra-day, it hit
a low of 24,966.80 and a high
of 25,485.05.

From the 30 Sensex firms,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Bajaj
Finance, Asian Paints, Nestle,

Bharti Airtel, UltraTech
Cement, Hindustan Unilever,
ITC, and HDFC Bank were
the major laggards.

In contrast, Infosys, Tech
Mahindra, Tata Motors, Axis
Bank, Tata Consultancy
Services and State Bank of

India were among the
gainers.
Foreign Institutional

Investors (FIIs) offloaded

equities worth Rs 15,243.27
crore on Thursday, according
to exchange data.

In Asian markets, Seoul,

Tokyo and Hong Kong
settled in the positive
territory. Markets in

mainland China are closed
due to a holiday.

European markets were
trading higher in mid-
session deals. The US

markets ended lower on
Thursday.

“The last three days have
witnessed huge FII selling of
Rs 30,614 crore in the cash
market.

FIIs are moving money from
expensive India to cheap
Hong Kong on expectations
that the monetary, and fiscal
stimulus being implemented
by the Chinese authorities
will stimulate the Chinese
economy and improve the
earnings of  Chinese
companies. “It remains to be
seen how this Chinese
recovery hopes to play out,
said VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.99 per cent
to USD 78.39 a barrel.
Falling for the fourth straight
session on Thursday, the BSE
benchmark Sensex tumbled
1,769.19 points or 2.10 per
cent to settle at 82,497.10.
During the day, it plummeted
1,832.27 points or 2.17 per
cent to 82,434.02.

The Nifty slumped 546.80
points or 2.12 per cent to
25,250.10.

US, India Dialogue advances semiconductor, minerals cooperation

PTI B WASHINGTON

Minister of Commerce
and Industry Piyush
Goyal and US Commerce
Secretary Gina Raimondo
held the 6th Commercial
Dialogue here on Thursday
during which they reviewed

the progress made in
semiconductors supply
chains, innovation

handshake, energy-industry
network and the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for
Prosperity.

A day earlier, the two leaders
signed a new memorandum
of understanding (MoU) to
expand and diversify critical
minerals supply chains, with
the aim of leveraging the two
countries’  complementary
strengths to ensure greater
resilience in the critical
minerals sector.

Priority areas of focus include
identitying equipment,
services, policies and best
practices to facilitate the
mutually-beneficial
commercial development of
the US and Indian critical
minerals exploration,
extraction, processing and
refining,  recycling and

recovery, a media release said.

During the commercial
dialogue, Goyal and
Raimondo praised the two
sides’ continuing efforts to
facilitate resilient, secure and
sustainable semiconductor
supply chains.

Since the signing of the MoU
establishing a semiconductor
supply chain and an
innovation partnership under
the framework of the US-
India Commercial Dialogue,

the US  Semiconductor
Industry Association and the
India Electronics

Semiconductor Association
have completed their private
sector “readiness assessment’,

launched under the US-India
initiative on critical and
emerging technology to
identify near-term industry
opportunities and facilitate
longer-term strategic

development of

complementary
semiconductor ecosystems.

Goyal and Raimondo pledged
to continue working under
the MoU to facilitate
collaboration between US and
Indian companies towards
mutually-beneficial business
opportunities,  such  as
investments, joint ventures
and technology partnerships,
and to promote talent and
workforce development to

benefit both countries, the
Department of Commerce
said in a statement.

The two leaders welcomed
the success of the two
roundtables convened in San
Francisco in November 2023
and in New Delhi in March
2024, bringing the two
countries” startup ecosystems
closer together and carrying
forward their ambitions
under the MoU to enhance
innovation ecosystems
through innovation
handshake under  the
framework of the US-India
Commercial Dialogue.

They praised the work done
on the EIN Roundtable
organised during the Clean
EDGE and Environmental
Technologies Business
Development Mission in New
Delhi in March. The trade
mission brought 12 US
companies to India to help
grow sustainable and secure
clean energy markets and
accelerate the adoption of
environmental solutions in
India.

Views exchanged during the
EIN Roundtable helped
inform the US-India Strategic
Clean Energy Partnership

an

(SCEP) ministerial convened
by the US secretary of energy
and the Indian minister of
petroleum and natural gas in
Washington on September 16,
the media release said.

They also commended the
significant progress
announced at the virtual IPEF
ministerial meeting last
month, including the work
being done to improve supply
chain resilience under the
IPEF Supply Chain
Agreement for the IPEF
partners. They highlighted
their commitment to
collaborate initially in the
critical areas of
semiconductors, chemicals,
critical minerals with a focus
on batteries, and potentially
healthcare products, as agreed
to by the IPEF Supply Chain
Council. Goyal and
Raimondo reviewed other
joint efforts that have been
made, including under the
India-US Strategic Trade
Dialogue and the Standards
and Conformance
Cooperation Program
(SCCP). Looking ahead, they
discussed several priorities
for future collaboration,
including critical minerals.

Apple to open four new stores in India

PTI M NEW DELHI

IPhone maker Apple on
Friday said it will open four
more stores in India, located
in Pune, Bengaluru, Delhi-
NCR and Mumbai.

The company said it will also
roll out its first-ever “made in
India” iPhone 16 Pro and
iPhone 16 Pro Max series
devices this month.

“Were thrilled to build our
teams as we plan to open
more stores in India because
were inspired by the
creativity and passion of our
customers  across this
country. We can’t wait for
them to have even more
opportunities to discover and
shop for our amazing
products and services, and
connect with our
extraordinary,
knowledgeable team
members,” Apple’s senior
Vice President of Retail,
Deirdre O’Brien, said in a
statement.

In April 2023, Apple opened
its two stores in India, one in
Delhi and the other in
Mumbai.

“Future Apple Retail stores
are planned in Bengaluru,
Pune, Delhi-NCR and
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Mumbai,” the statement said.
According to people aware of
the development, the stores
are likely to be opened next
year.

The company announced
that it will now manufacture
iPhone 16 series
smartphones in India.

“Apple is now manufacturing
the entire iPhone 16 lineup,
including iPhone 16 Pro and
iPhone 16 Pro Max, in India,’
the statement said.

Apple began manufacturing
the iPhone in India in 2017.
“Manufactured in India
iPhone 16 Pro and Pro Max
will soon be available for our
local customers and for
export to select countries
across the world,” the
statement said.

According  to  sources,
supplies of the high-end,
Made-in-India iPhone 16 Pro
and Pro Max are expected to
begin this month.

PUBLIC NOTICE

?1cICI Bank |

Asset(s) (NPA).

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd, Landmark Bu!ldinE. 4th Floor, 228A, AJC Bose
Road, Kolkata 700020 CIN No: LE5190G)1994P

The following borrower(s) has/have defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest towards the
Loan facility(ies) availed from ICIC| Bank. The Loan(s) has/have been classified as Non-Performing

A Notice was issued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, at their last known addresses. However, it has not been served
and are therefore being notified by way of this Public Notice.

021012, www.icicibank.com

District Bilaspur
Chhattisgarh-495001/
LBBSR00006458263/
TBBSR00006437861

Sr. | Nome of the Borrower/Co- Description of Secured Date of Notice sent/| NPA
No.| Borrower/Guarantor/ (Loan Asset to be enforced Outstanding as on | Date
Account Number) & Address Date of Notice
1. |Vikas Urmaliya/ Unit No. B-102, First Floor, Block B, “Sheela August 16,2024 |07/06/
Rajesh Urmaliyasheela Tower", Plot No. 206/7, Khasra No. 681/29, Rs. 2024
Tower, Bhartiya Nagar Ward No. 9, Gayatri Nagar Ward, Bharatiya 18,31,299.92/-

Magar, Sheet No. 27, Block Mo. 20, P.H. No. 23,
New P.H. No. 27, Mouza Tifra, R.N.M. Bilaspur,
B.KH. Bilha, Nagar Nigam Bilaspur, Tahsil and
District Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh Admesuring An
Area of 576.75 Sq. Ft. = 53.601 Sqg. Mtr.

Date: October 05, 2024
Qace: Bilaspur

These steps are being taken for substituted service of Notice. The above borrower/s and/or guarantor/s (as
applicable) is/are advised to make the outstanding payment within 60 days from the date of publishing this
Notice. Else, further steps will be taken as per the provisions of the Securitisation and Re-construction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002.

Sincerely, Authorised Slgnatury
For ICICI Bank Ltd. -/

PFC secures
record foreign loan

PTI B NEW DELHI

tate-owned Power Finance

Corporation (PFC) on
Friday announced that it has
secured the largest-ever
foreign currency term loan of
USD 1.265 billion.
This landmark transaction
was executed through a
facility ~ agreement  with
multiple banks based in IFSC
GIFT City, Gandhinagar, a
company statement said.
According to the statement,
PFC announced successful
closing of issuance of largest-
ever foreign currency term
loan from an Indian PSU
amounting to USD 1.265
billion.
The loan will primarily be
deployed towards financing

Government of India
Ministry of Ayush

Ministry of Ayush

(https://nischennai.org/).

the Employment

CBC-17201/11/0011/2425

Advertisement for the post of Director,
National Institute of Siddha, Chennai

invites applications, in
duplicate, from eligible candidates for filling up the
post of Director. National Institute of Siddha (NIS).
Chennai, an Autonomous Body under the Ministry of
Ayush, Government of India. The eligibility criteria
and other details are available on the websites of
the Ministry (https://www.ayush.gov.in/) and NIS

2. The application, in the prescribed proforma,
complete in all respects, should reach through proper
channel to Shri. Jainul Abadin, Under Secretary,
Ministry of Ayush, Government of India, Ayush
Bhawan. B-Block. GPO Complex, INA, New Delhi-
110023. within 30 days from the date of publication of]
the advertisement for the said post of Director. NIS, in
News/Rozgar
envelope should bear superscription "Application for
the post of Director, NIS, Chennai."

Samachar. The

Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech &
Hearing Disabilities (Divyangjan)

ATy
o <%

[Under the Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (Divyangjan) Ministry of Social
Justice & Empowerment, Government of India)

Bandra Reclamation, Bandra (W), Mumbai-400050
Tel: 2640-0215/0228/9176, Fax: 26404170,

Email: ayjnihh-mum(@nic.in &

www.ayjnihh.nic.in

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE No.

2/2024-2

AYJNISHD (D) invites applications for various posts
on Direct basis at AYJNISHD(D), Mumbai & its Regional
Centers and on Contractual basis at its Head Quarters &
Composite Regional Centres for Skill Development,
Rehabilitation and Empowerment basis of Persons with
Disabilities at Nagpur and Chhatarpur respectively.

The applications in the prescribed format along with
prescribed fee, self-attested photocopies of all educational
and experience certificates must reach this Institute by
Registered/ Speed Post within 21 days from the date of
publication of advertisement in the Employment News.

The details with regards to the age limit, essential
qualification, experience and reservations etc. along with
prescribed format for application are uploaded & can be
downloaded from the website www.ayjnihh.nic.in.

CBC-38107/11/0007/2425

DIRECTOR

assets other than thermal

generation projects,
furthering PFC’s  strong
commitment to
decarbonization and the

transition to green energy.
The multi-currency funding
will enable PFC to expand its
operations,  enhance its
market presence, diversify its
funding sources and maintain
a competitive edge.

The floating rate loan,
presently at an average rate of
4.21 per cent per annum,
denominated in G3 currencies
-- USD, EUR, and JPY -- hasa
5-year tenor and is linked to
external benchmark rates
such as Secured Overnight
Financing Rate (SOFR) for
USD, Euro Interbank Offered
Rate (EURIBOR) for EUR,
and Tokyo Overnight Average
Rate (TONA) for JPY.

BMW group sales rise in India

PTI W MUMBAI

German luxury carmaker
BMW Group on Friday
said its BMW and MINI
brands recorded a 10 per cent
year-on-year increase in sales,
at 10,556 units in India during
the January-September
period of 2024.

The number of cars (BMW
and MINI) sold in the nine
months of 2023 was 9,580
units.

Besides, the group also sold

5,638 units of Motorrad
brand of motorcycles, the
group announced here on
Friday.

BMW Group comprises three
brands BMW, Mini and
Motorrad.

Of the 10,556 units, BMW
Group said, it sold 10,056
units of BMW and the
remaining 500 units of the

MINTI brand.

“The highest ever car
deliveries during January to
September this year, reflects
the synergy between a
successful strategy and an
unparalleled customer
experience,” said Vikram
Pawah, President and CEO at
BMW Group India.

BMW  Group India is
changing the game with its
long  wheelbase product
portfolio and a strong electric
mobility offensive, he added.

Key models like the BMW 7

Series Long Wheelbase,
BMW 3 Series Long
Wheelbase and BMW X1 are
leading in their segments and
demand for the new BMW 5
Series Long Wheelbase is
overwhelming, Pawah stated.
BMW Group India maintains
its top position in the electric
mobility space with 725 units
of fully electric BMW and
MINI cars getting delivered
YTD (Year To Date) Q3 2024,
it said.

Home cooked

PTI @ MUMBAI

ome-cooked meals

became  dearer  in
September compared to a year
ago as prices of onion, potato
and tomatoes shot up, a report
said on Friday.
A vegetarian meal cost went up
11 per cent over year to Rs 31.3
in September from Rs 28.1 in
September 2023, and inched
up from Rs 31.2 in the
preceding August, as per the
report by domestic rating
agency Crisil.
Attributing the rise to firming
up in the vegetable prices that
account for 37 per cent of a
thali cost, the “roti, rice, rate”
report elaborated on the
factors affecting the overall
cost.
“Prices of onion, potato and
tomato rose 53 per cent, 50 per
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cent and 18 per cent on-year,
respectively, in September
because of lower onion and
potato arrivals, while heavy
rainfall impacted tomato
output in Andhra Pradesh and
Mabharashtra” it explained.

Prices of pulses jumped 14 per

meal prices rise in Sept

cent on year due a drop in
production, while fuel dropped
11 per cent due to a price cut
earlier in the year, the report
said.

In the case of a non-vegetarian
thali, the meal cost dropped by
2 per cent on year to Rs 59.3 on

ember
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a 13 per cent decline in broiler
prices which have a 50 per cent
weightage. A non-veg meal
cost, which also includes the
payouts on vegetables but dal
gets replaced with broiler, was
flat compared to the rate in
August, the report said.
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A MGHT OF MUSIGAL TRIBI

LEBRATING JAGJIT SINGH'S GHAZALS

The timeless melodies
of Jagjit Singh continue
to resonate with
audiences, and the
recent concert, Salaam-
e-Jagjit, featuring
Nisschal Zaveri at the
Sir1 Fort Auditorium in
Delhi, celebrated his
enduring legacy. Fans
united to honour the
ghazal maestro, reliving

the magic of his songs
in a heartfelt evening
of nostalgia, says

SAKSHI PRIYA

othon se chhu lo tum,
mera geet amar kar do” -
these beautiful lyrics by
Jagjit Singh capture the
heart of his music,
expressing deep love and emotion. As a
master of ghazals, he transformed
Indian music with his soulful voice and
meaningful lyrics, creating a legacy that
continues to touch people today. His
songs are anthems of love and
nostalgia, connecting listeners across
generations. During Salaam-e-Jagjit,
the excitement in the auditorium was
visible, reminding everyone that they
were celebrating a beloved artist whose
music resonates with their own stories.
The recent concert, Salaam-e-Jagjit,
held at the Siri Fort Auditorium in
Delhi, was a powerful tribute to the
legendary Jagjit Singh. From the
moment the audience entered, there
was a noticeable excitement in the air, a
sense of collective anticipation that
hinted at the emotional journey they
were about to embark on. It was clear
that everyone present had come not just
to enjoy music but to celebrate the
legacy of an artist who had touched
their hearts.
As Nisschal Zaveri took to the stage,
the auditorium erupted with
applause, a heartfelt welcome from
fans eager to honour Jagjit Singh's
memory. Dressed impeccably, Zaveri
carried an aura of confidence and
reverence, and the love for Singh’s
music  shone through every
performance. With his first notes of
"Pyaar Ka Pehla Khat," he
immediately captivated
the audience. They
isang along, creating a
y beautiful chorus that
- ' filled the auditorium,
merging their voices
with his in a shared

ONE PARTICULARLY TOUCHING
MOMENT WAS WHEN ZAVERI
PAID TRIBUTE TO LATA
MANGESHKARBY SINGING "LAG
JA GALE" IN HONOUR OF HER
BIRTHDAY. THE AUDIENCE
RESPONDED WITH
ENTHUSIASM, MANY SINGING
ALONG AND CLAPPING TO THE
RHYTHM, AS IF THEY WERE AT
A CLOSE FRIEND’S GATHERING
RATHER THAN A CONCERT

celebration of the beloved ghazal.
When Zaveri transitioned into "Aahista
Aahista," the mood shifted. The
audience fell silent, completely
absorbed in the haunting melodies and
poignant lyrics that had defined Jagjit
Singh’s music. At that moment, time
seemed to stand still. Each word
resonated, and the emotional weight of
the song was felt throughout the hall. It
was a moment that bridged
generations, as listeners, young and old,
connected with the timeless themes of
love and longing that Jagjit Singh so
eloquently expressed.
The presence of notable figures
like Ustaad Amjad Ali Khan and
\ his wife, Mrs. Subhalaxmi

i Khan, added to the

significance of the evening. Their
appreciation for Zaveris performances
was unmistakable. Ustaad Khan stood
in support, leading the audience in a
standing ovation as the final notes
echoed through the auditorium. This
act of respect and admiration
encapsulated the spirit of the night, a
powerful acknowledgment of Jagjit
Singh's enduring impact on music and
culture.
One particularly touching moment was
when Zaveri paid tribute to Lata
Mangeshkar by singing "Lag Ja Gale" in
honour of her birthday. The audience
responded with enthusiasm, many
singing along and clapping to the
rhythm, as if they were at a close
friend’s gathering rather than a concert.
This  gesture  highlighted  the
interconnectedness of these legendary
artists, demonstrating the deep
respect they had for one another

L
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As the evening progressed, it became
clear that Salaam-e-Jagjit was more
than just a concert; it was a heartfelt
tribute to Jagjit Singh's contributions to
Indian music. The audience’s
engagement, singing along, applauding
and responding to the music,
highlighted how deeply Singh's work
resonates  with  people  across
generations. It was touching to see how
music can bring everyone together in
celebration of a shared love, creating a
sense of community among fans.

The concert concluded with a wave of
applause and appreciation, with the
audience clearly moved by the
performances.  Zaveris  heartfelt
connection to Jagjit Singh’s music was
evident as he expressed, “Performing
Jagjit Saheb’s music is always a deeply
moving experience for me” The
crowd's reactions showed that they
weren't just passive listeners; they were
engaged participants, each clapping
and cheering as a tribute to their love
for Singh’s work.

As the concert drew to a close, the
audience remained in the moment,
enveloped in a sense of nostalgia and
gratitude. The evening served as a
reminder of how music can touch our
lives in profound ways. Salaam-e-Jagjit
was a fitting celebration of not just the
songs of Jagjit Singh but also the very
spirit of an artist whose influence
remains ever-present. The shared
claps, cheers and emotional responses
from the audience spoke volumes
about the lasting legacy of Jagjit Singh,
reminding everyone that music has the
power to unite and heal. It was

an unforgettable
evening that will
continue to inspire
all  who  were
fortunate enough to

and how their legacies intertwine.  be part of it. L

Photo: Pankaj Kumar
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"Taiwan and India

Unite "Through Music

BY TEAM VIVA

he India Habitat Centre was alive

with the sounds of both East and
West in a concert that crossed cultural
boundaries. The Taipei Philharmonic
Chamber Choir and The Neemrana
Music Foundation came together for an
evening titled "Eastern & Western
Music Treasures", filling the Stein
Auditorium with music that connected
continents and traditions.
More than 50 singers from Taiwan and
India performed a stunning blend of
Western classical pieces alongside
Indian and Taiwanese musical
traditions. It wasn't just a concert, it was
a celebration of shared human
experience, showing how music can
unite us, no matter our origins. This
extraordinary event was made possible
with the support of the Taiwan
Electrical and Electronic
Manufacturer’s Association and the
India Habitat Centre. Their
collaboration ensured the evening was
an unforgettable success.
Ferdinand Ta-Ming Ting, Executive

Director of the Taipei Philharmonic
Foundation, captured the spirit of the
event perfectly, saying, “Music
transcends borders and through this
collaboration, we hope to deepen the
cultural bond between Taiwan and
India”

Since its founding in 1988, the Taipei
Philharmonic Foundation has
represented Taiwanese music on the
global stage, performing in over 30
countries. Meanwhile, The Neemrana
Music Foundation has been pivotal in
promoting Western classical music in
India, nurturing young talent and
bridging cultures through the arts.
Aude Priya Wacziarg, Managing
Trustee of The Neemrana Music
Foundation, reflected on the
collaboration, “This concert is a
beautiful testament to the longstanding
friendship between Taiwan and India.
Its an honour to bring our musicians
together in this celebration of unity”
The evening was not just about music,
it was a celebration of how art unites
people, breaking down borders and
creating connections beyond words.

MYSTIC MINIATURES )
A Journey of Introspection

BY TEAM VIVA

nuj Prasad’s solo exhibition,

Mystic  Miniatures, is an

evocative dive into the realms
of spiritual reflection, displayed at
the India Habitat Centre's Visual Art
Gallery. With intricate precision and
an ethereal touch, Prasad offers
viewers a chance to encounter
mysticism in a way that feels
personal rather than grandiose.
As visitors enter the gallery, they are
immediately transported into the
artist's inner world, where the 150
artworks in ink, watercolour and oil
invite a deeper exploration of self.
Each piece, though small in scale,
possesses a monumental capacity to
provoke thought and contemplation.
The exhibition showcases Prasad’s
ability to distill complex ideas into
minute details, encouraging the
viewer to engage intimately with
each artwork.
At first glance, the intricate lines
and vibrant colours create a sense of
overwhelming complexity. However,
as one spends time with the pieces,
the seemingly chaotic forms begin
to reveal hidden patterns and
meanings. This slow unfolding
mirrors the process of self-
reflection, where confusion
gradually gives way to clarity. The
exhibition invites viewers to embark
on a journey of discovery, probing
the hidden  meanings and
symbolism work into each piece.
The tactile nature of Prasad's work
enhances this experience, allowing
visitors to connect with the depth
and intricacy of his artistry on a
personal level.
Prasad’s connection to mysticism is
evident in his exploration of
spiritual themes through art. He
describes mysticism as a natural
instinct and each piece reflects this
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belief. The artworks exude a quiet
spirituality, inviting viewers into a
dialogue rather than demanding
their attention. The miniature scale
of the works compels intimacy,
urging visitors to lean in and engage,
promoting a sense of stillness that
feels almost radical in today’s fast-
paced world.

Nature serves as a significant
influence in Prasad’s artistic practice.
His use of organic shapes and textures
reveals a deep reverence for the
environment, reﬂecting an
understanding of the
interconnectedness of all living

things. This appreciation for the
natural world is evident in every
stroke, as Prasad captures the
minutiae of life with a deft hand. The
handmade textures of his paintings
further emphasise this connection,
inviting viewers to consider the
beauty in the smallest details.
The titles of Prasad’s artworks add
another layer of meaning,
prompting viewers to engage with
the themes presented. Names such
as "Soul Gateway," "Duality," and "3
Layer Orbit" hint at deeper spiritual
explorations, while "Treasure Hunt"
and "Balloon Above the Sky" evoke a
sense of adventure and freedom.
Otbher titles like "Net Zero," "Moving
Goals,” and  "Boundary-less"
challenge viewers to contemplate
concepts of balance, change and the
fluidity of existence. Each title
serves as an invitation to interpret
the work through one’s own
experiences, making the exhibition
a deeply personal journey.
Mystic Miniatures go beyond the
traditional art exhibition; it serves as
an invitation to slow down and
reflect on the often-overlooked
details of life. In a world that
constantly demands our attention,
Prasad’s work acts as an antidote to
the fast pace of modern living. His
unique artistic vision encourages
audiences to immerse themselves in
the spiritual and meditative verses
present within each piece. By doing
so, he reminds us that profound
discoveries often lie in the intricate
details we may overlook if we do not
take the time to look closely.
Through Mystic Miniatures, Prasad
invites viewers not only to
appreciate art but also to engage in a
transformative exploration of their
inner selves.

Photos: Pankaj Kumar
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WE GAN SENSE EACH OTHER'S FEELINGS JUST BY
OUR FAGIAL EXPHESSII]NS SHAFALI ON MANDHANA

PTI H DUBAI

hafali Verma, the
Ssignificant other of the

blockbuster Indian
opening pair, says her no-
holds-barred approach goes
well with Smriti Mandhana’s
elegance and both can “sense
each others feelings just by our
facial expressions”  while
batting.
One of the factors behind the
Indian women’s cricket team’s
dominance in recent times has
been the success of its openers,
and Shafali admits they know
how “important” they are to
the tean’s fortunes.
“I've been opening with Smriti
for the past two-three years,
and now we can sense each
other’s feelings just by our
facial ~ expressions  while
batting. We know each other’s
strengths and weaknesses, and
we give each other positive
vibes,” Shafali told Star Sports
when asked about her on-field
relationship with Mandhana.
“We understand how

important we both are to the
team, especially during the
powerplay, so we try to
perform well for ourselves, our
teammates, and the country”
The younger partner added,
“Smriti di is an exceptional
timer of the ball, and she
knows how to build an
innings. These are the two
things I admire most about her
batting -- her timing and her
ability to construct a big
innings”

India will begin their
campaign in the ongoing
Women's T20 World Cup with
a game against New Zealand

on Friday, and Shafali said it
has been a dream of skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur to win the
tournament, in which they
finished runners-up in the
2020 edition.

“Harmanpreet di is very
passionate about the game.
Winning the World Cup has
always been a dream for her,
and I hope we can make that
dream come true. She’s a great
player, a great teammate, and a
fantastic captain who inspires
and motivates us all the time,”
Shafali said of the skipper.
Shafali made her World Cup
debut as a 16-year-old and

having missed the trophy by a
whisker then, she is hoping to
change that this time around.
“It was a big deal for me to
debut at 16, and I loved being
in Australia. It wasn't just the
cricket; I also enjoyed
exploring the country.
“The tournament was special,
and I performed well for the
team. Thinking back to that
World Cup always brings a
smile to my face. We were so
close to winning, but
hopefully, we can change that
this time around”
Playing the final against home
team Australia, in front of a
packed crowd at the iconic
MCG, is an experience that
has helped her in learning to
handle pressure better.
“I couldn’t hear anything
because of the massive crowd.
It was a completely new
experience for me to play in
front of such a big audience.
“I was lost in the atmosphere
and the noise, but I've learned
to focus more now. I wouldnt
feel the same pressure if I were
in that situation again”

No. 1 Iga Swiatek parts ways with coach Tomasz Wiktorowski

AP W WARSAW

Top—ranked Iga Swiatek is
separating from her coach
Tomasz Wiktorowski.

The Polish tennis player
announced the split Friday,
saying the decision was taken
together.

During the three years Swiatek
worked with Wiktorowski, the
Polish player won four of her
five Grand Slam titles and rose
to the top of the women’s
rankings.

“After 3 years of the greatest
achievements in my career,
together with my coach
Tomasz Wiktorowski  we
decided to part way, Swiatek
wrote in a post on Instagram.
“I'want to start with a big thank
you and appreciating our work
together”

~ A

Swiatek appointed
Wiktorowski as coach at the
end of the 2021 season. He
helped her capture 19 of her 22
career titles and an Olympic
bronze medal in Paris in
August.

“Coach Wiktorowski joined

my team for three seasons,
when I strongly needed
changes and a fresh approach
to my game”  Swiatek
continued.

“His experience, analytical and
strategic attitude and
enormous knowledge about
tennis helped us to achieve
things I've never dreamed of
only a few months after we
started working together.

“Our main goal was to become
No. 1 player in the world and
coach Wiktorowski was the
one who said it first”

Swiatek hasn't competed since
losing to Jessica Pegula in the
quarterfinals of the U.S. Open.
She withdrew from this week’s
China Open in Beijing - where
she would have been defending
champion - citing personal
reasons. The 23-year-old
Swiatek also pulled out of the

recent Korea Open in Seoul,
citing fatigue.

“Due to this important change
on my team, I give myself a
couple of weeks to start a
cooperation with a new coach,”
Swiatek wrote.

“I'm in the middle of first talks
with coaches from abroad
(non-Polish) because I'm ready
to take the next step of my
career. I will let you know
when I make a decision”
Wiktorowski was voted the
WTA’s Coach of the Year by his
peers last year.

“Coach, THANK YOU, I wish
you all the best,” Swiatek wrote.
“I know that you would like to
rest after these 3 years of hard
work and traveling a lot and
spending some well deserved
time with your loved ones and
I hope youll get what you
need.
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