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With clear skies, no rain,
and absence of snowfall

in Himalayas and easterly
winds, north and central
India including Delhi has
been warmer than usual so far
in the month of October. The
pleasant ‘wintery’ nip in the
air is missing. The National
Capital Region has been
recording above-normal
temperatures consistently in
the second half of October
2024. According to
meteorologists and scientists,
Octobers in north and central
India are getting
warmer and are
expected to

get worse in the coming years
with fewer Western
disturbances, unpredictable
rains during the monsoon
season, and the larger impacts
of climate change and
changing weather patterns are
to blame.
Earlier, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) had hinted at the
possibility of a severe winter
in North India, especially in
the northwest and central
regions, including Delhi-
NCR. This forecast was linked
to the potential development
of La Nina conditions during
October and November.

Continued on
page 8
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The Narendra Modi-led
government is set to begin the
long-delayed Population Census

in 2025, with a target for completion
by 2026. This will be followed
by a nationwide delimitation
process for Lok Sabha
constituencies, expected to
be finished by 2028.
However, no decision has
been taken yet on whether
Caste Census will also be
carried out along with the general
Census.  
This development comes amid
demands from several Opposition
parties for a Caste Census. However,
the government has not yet made a
decision, and the details of the Census
process are yet to be made public. The
upcoming Census round is expected to
include the usual surveys on religion and
social class, along with counts of General,
Scheduled Castes, and Scheduled Tribes.
According to sources aware of the details, the
Government has not yet taken any decision on
the Caste Census. The process of tabulating
the country’s population will begin in 2025
and is expected to conclude by 2026, following
which the process of carving out
constituencies for the Lok Sabha through
delimitation will begin.
The last Census was conducted in 2011, and
the following round was initially planned for
2021 but was postponed due to the second
wave of COVID-19.The Census cycle is now
set to follow a 10-year pattern, running from
2025 to 2035 and later from 2035 to 2045. 
The Office of the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner had prepared 31
questions to be asked to the citizens during the
Census exercise. These questions include
whether the head of the household belongs to
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe and other
family members as asked in the previous
Census.
"In all probability, the work for the Census and
the NPR will begin early next year and the

population data will be announced by
2026. With this, the Census cycle is likely
to be changed. So, it will be 2025-2035 and
then 2035-2045 and so on in future," said
sources adding all these factors will have
to be looked into

before any
decision is

taken on
delimitation.

The 31
questions to be

asked to each family under
the Census exercise include

the total number of persons
normally residing in the household,

whether the head of the household is a
woman, the number of dwelling rooms

exclusively in possession of the household,
the number of married couple(s) living in
the household among others. The questions
also include whether a family has a

telephone, internet connection, mobile or
smartphone, bicycle, scooter or motorcycle or
moped, and whether they own a car, jeep or a
van. 
The citizens will also be asked what is the
cereal they consume in the household, the
main source of drinking water, main source of
lighting, access to latrine, type of latrine, waste
water outlet, availability of bathing facility,
availability of kitchen and LPG/PNG
connection, main fuel used for cooking,
availability of radio, transistor, television etc.
The Congress, Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and
several other parties have been demanding
that a Caste Census be undertaken. Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP’s) alliance partners such as
Janata Dal United (JDU) in Bihar have also
spoken about the same, but have not put any
pressure on the Centre. At the central level, the
final decision has been left to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his cabinet. 
The BJP’s other ally, Telugu Desam Party
(TDP), too is of the opinion that the Census
must happen, with Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu actively
advocating for ‘Skill Census’ for the benefit of
the masses, especially the young population. 

Continued on page 8
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The city of Ayodhya is
abuzz with joy, evoking

the divine splendor of Treta
Yuga, as it prepares to
celebrate a historic Diwali - its
first since child Ram
(Ramlalla) was
ceremoniously enshrined in
the grand temple after 500
years.
The city, which holds
immense significance in
Hindu mythology, mirrors
the jubilance of the day when
Lord Ram returned to
Ayodhya after 14 years in
exile. Today, the festivities
center around the child Ram,
and for the next three days,
Ayodhya will glow with joy,
attracting devotees from
across India to witness this
unparalleled celebration.
Ayodhya’s grand Diwali
celebration kicks off with a
world record attempt,
illuminating Ram Ki Paidi
with 25 lakh earthen lamps on
Chhoti Deepawali.
Accompanying this
spectacular display will be a

laser show, projection
mapping, and a grand
fireworks display,
transforming the cityscape
into a visual feast.
The Deepotsav festivities are
further enhanced by the
active participation of
residents and pilgrims. The
streets and landmarks of
Ayodhya are adorned with
vibrant decorations. The area
from Ram Katha Park to
Saket College, the Saryu
Ghats, and Ram Ki Paidi is a
visual treat, and the Ram
Mandir itself is being
adorned with 50 quintals of
fresh flowers. Grand Toran

gates have been constructed
at all four entrances of the
temple, adding to the festive
aura.
A special highlight of the
celebrations is the Ram
Darbar, set up in Ram Katha
Park, where Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath will assume
the role of Guru Vashishtha to
symbolically coronate Lord
Ram. As evening approaches,
crowds of devotees and
visitors are gathering to
admire the city’s grand
decorations, capturing each
stunning view with their
cameras.

Continued on page 8
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India on Monday set in
motion the manufacture of

C295- , an ultra modern
tactical transport aircraft-
which can carry troops and
logistical supplies from main
airfields to forward operating
airfields of the country. The
aircraft will be made in
partnership with Spain, and
can also operate on short
unprepared airstrips as it is
capable of Short Take-off and
Landing (STOL). The aircraft
can additionally be used for
casualty or medical
evacuation, performing
special missions, disaster
response and maritime patrol
duties while it can operate
from short airstrips just 2,200
feet long and can fly low-level
operations for tactical
missions flying at a low speed
of 110 knots according to
parent manufacturer Airbus.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Spanish
counterpart Pedro Sanchez
inaugurated the Tata Aircraft
Complex in Vadodara, India’s
first private facility to build
these military planes, where
C295 aircraft will be produced. 
PM Modi and Spanish PM
Pedro Sanchez on Monday
inaugurated the Tata Aircraft
Complex for manufacturing
C295 aircraft in Vadodara.
Noting that the partnership
between India and Spain is
finding a new direction, Modi
said the project would not only
strengthen the relations
between the two nations but
also give momentum to the
mission of ‘Make in India,
Make for the World’. 
PM Modi conveyed his best
wishes to the team of Airbus
and Tata, and also paid
tributes to the late Ratan Tata.
The Airbus C295 is a medium
tactical transport aircraft that

was designed and initially
manufactured by the Spanish
aerospace company CASA,
which is now a part of the
European multinational
Airbus Defence and Space
division. The C295 can also be
used for medical evacuations,
disaster response, and
maritime patrol duties.
The C295 aircraft factory is a
reflection of the new work
culture of New India, the PM
said, adding India’s speed from
idea to the execution of any
project can be witnessed at the
factory, whose foundation
stone was laid in October
2022. Emphasising the focus
on eliminating unaccounted
delays in the planning and
execution of projects, PM
Modi recalled the setting up of
Bombardier train coach
manufacturing facility in
Vadodara as the Chief
Minister of Gujarat.
Metro coaches made in that
factory are being exported, the

PM said, and expressed
confidence that the aircraft
made in the facility
inaugurated on Monday
would also be exported.
Quoting the famous Spanish
poet, Antonio Machado, PM
Modi said, “As we start
treading towards the goal, the
path towards the goal is
created automatically.” 
A decade ago, the priority and
identity of defence
manufacturing was about
import and none could
imagine that defence
manufacturing could take place
on such a large scale in India,
the PM said. “Our government
decided to walk on a new path
and set new goals for India,
whose results are evident
today,” he said. The
transformation of India’s
defence sector exemplifies how
a right plan and partnership
can turn possibilities into
prosperity, PM Modi said.

Continued on page 8
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Aday before Dhanteras, the rush at
local markets across the National

Capital is at its peak, and commuters
are finding it hard to get through the
narrow lanes. The jams on the roads
leading to the markets such as the
popular Kamla Nagar, situated near
Delhi University, are a horror story for
those thronging here to buy utensils,
jewellery, silver coins, clothes,
decorative items, flowers, diyas and
accessories for Diwali. Hawkers and
vendors with their shops on either side
of the road for long stretches and
people creating chaos while being on a
shopping spree makes it extremely
difficult for vehicles to wade through.
This market is also situated near
residential colonies, where the
haphazard parking is also a problem
for the local residents.
A shopper said, “Authorities need to
resolve parking issues in residential

colonies, encroachment and
consequent traffic congestion in
markets like Kamla Nagar.” Another
such market is also in the Govindpuri
area where the weekly market, where
day to day items are sold at affordable
prices, on Wednesday creates a
complete breakdown of traffic, making
it extremely hard for not just vehicles
but pedestrians to move.
Further exacerbating the issue, are the
encroachments by vendors who set up
their shops on the roadsides, and the
consumers who lead to limited space
on the road for free flow of traffic on a
street which is situated close to
Govindpuri metro station and
residential apartments.
“I live in Govindpuri extension and
every Wednesday, the roads that are
already narrow due to encroachments
and parking on the roadside become
even worse. There are vendors with
their shops and the customers are
standing on the roads making it very

hard to move,” an office goer said.
Another commuter added that the
increased presence of e-rickshaws also
adds to the misery. “There are so many
in such a small stretch that they jam
the entire road on a day when there is
barely any space for even a pedestrian
to move around,” he added, stating that
when he comes back from office
around 9 pm, it becomes a nightmare
to pass through the area.
As per the Delhi Traffic police, 11 such
points have been identified in the city
where these markets create a chaos
with vehicles getting stranded or
moving at a snail place. In the Eastern
range, they said in the areas of Mother
Dairy, Road No. 57, Pusta Road, and
GTB Hospital Red Light these issues
are prominent.
“There is a weekly market in Mother
Dairy while due to heavy vehicular
movement of Jagatpuri stone market
on Road No. 57 in Shahdara, the traffic
problem arises,” a traffic cop said,

adding that traffic congestion is also
present due to Gandhi Nagar Cloth
market in Pusta road and markets are
on that route of GTB hospital red light
point.
In the Southern range, on BP Marg
(Kotla red light to Andrewj Gunj
signal) commercial shops (timber and
hardware shops) which are located on
both sides of the carriageway. “People
come to purchase the items and park
their vehicles on the roadside as there
is no other option of parking,” he
added. Presence of local markets in
Aurobindo Marg (Adhchini Village)
and IGNOU Road (IGNOU cut to Z-
more) also created traffic jams in the
southern range of the city.
In the Western range of the city, heavy
footfall in local markets in areas of
Uttam Nagar Terminal to Old Palam
Road on Najafgarh Road, Road No.201
in Madhu Vihar to Rajapuri on Sector
3/13 Crossing and Phirni Road
Najafgarh.
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After the 1984 Operation
Bluestar, the Indian Army

on Monday deployed an
infantry combat vehicle for
the second time in Jammu
and Kashmir to flush out
foreign terrorists from inside
a famous religious place in
Akhnoor. According to
ground reports, after
targeting an Army vehicle in
the Batal area of Akhnoor
early Monday morning, a
group of heavily armed
foreign terrorists stormed a
religious place damaging
several structures. 
The elite commandos of the
National Security Guard
(NSG) were also inducted in
the ongoing anti-terrorist
operation to neutralise a
group of foreign terrorists
holed up in the basement area
of a religious place. In
retaliatory firing, the religious
place suffered huge damage. 
The Army had deployed
BMP-II, an Infantry combat
vehicle in the operations after
a gap of almost 11 years. The
Army had earlier used tanks
to flush out a group of
fidayeen (members of a
suicide squad) after they
stormed inside the Samba
army camp on September 26,
2013.

Continued on page 8
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The Centre is likely to hold
a special joint sitting of

both Houses of Parliament
on November 26, to mark the
75th anniversary of adoption
of the Constitution. Sources
said the Winter Session may
start from November 25, and
the special joint sitting is
likely to be held in the
Central Hall of the
Samvidhan Sadan (Old
Parliament Building), where
the Constituent Assembly
adopted the Constitution in
1949. The Constitution came
into effect on January 26,
1950.
The joint session is expected
to feature discussions on the
Constitution's role in shaping
Indian democracy, with
participation from leaders of
various political parties
reflecting on the principles of
justice, liberty, equality and
fraternity. President
Droupadi Murmu, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
other dignitaries are
expected to address the joint
session.

Continued on page 8
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As the number of hoax
bomb threat messages to

domestic and international
flights crossed over 400,
leading to financial loss up to
Rs 1200 to 1400 crore to
Indian carriers so far. As
many as 410 domestic and
international flights operated
by the Indian carriers have
received hoax bomb threats in
the last 15 days. More than 60
flights of Indian carriers
received bomb threats on
Monday.
Once a flight is canceled or
delayed due to a bomb hoax, a
ripple effect of delays and
cancellations of other flights
occurs adding to financial
losses for not the airline but
the flying public. The event is
not just a safety concern but
also means a costly affair for

an airline.
“The overall financial damage
of the hoax, including costs
for unscheduled landing,
passenger accommodations,
aircraft grounding, and crew
replacements, is projected
from Rs 25 lakh to Rs 4 crore
per incident,” said an airline
executive, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.
The overall costs escalate
when additional expenses
such as unexpected landing
charges, hotel
accommodations for over 200
passengers and crew,
compensation for missed
connections, grounding the
aircraft for thorough checks,
and arranging a fresh crew are
factored in. Meanwhile, the
airline also faced financial
losses from the disruption of
its return flight schedule.

Continued on page 8
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Valiant Indian Army dog
Phantom made the

supreme sacrifice on
Monday, during an ongoing
anti-terrorist operation in
the Batal area of  Akhnoor.
So far one terrorist has been
neutralised, while the
operation was
still going on to
flush out the
r e m a i n i n g
f o r e i g n
terrorists.
White Knight
Corps in a post
on X
acknowledged
the supreme
sacrifice. “We
salute the supreme sacrifice
of our true hero-a valiant
IndianArmy Dog,
Phantom”, posted White
Knight Corps on X, adding
“As our troops were closing
in on the trapped terrorists,
Phantom drew enemy fire,
sustaining fatal injuries. His
courage, loyalty, and
dedication will never be
forgotten”. 
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I Mohd. Hanzala S/o Mohd. Irfan
H.no.- B /4 , Sector A , Mahanagar
Lucknow 226006 wants to inform
publicly that by mistake my
father's name in school records
(high school and Intermediate)is
written as MOHD IFRAN where-
as the correct name is MOHD
IRFAN ,  which is true name and
should be written in school
records.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Jyoti Bachiyani to Janvi Pamnani
to be known as Janvi Pamnani in
all future references. Janvi
Pamnani, Add.- 402, b block,
dilbagh rose garden,fazalganj,
Kanpur

NOTICE
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Lucknow (PNS): Unidentified
individuals allegedly attempted
to tamper with an auto-tellar
machine (ATM) by pasting a
glue strip in the cash dispenser
in the Niralanagar area. This
caused inconvenience to cus-
tomers who visited the ATM
booth for cash withdrawal. The
incident is said to have taken
place on October 19. However,
the information was received
only when the employees
responsible for replenishing
cash in the ATM reached there
for a refill.
Following this, a complaint was
filed at the Hasanganj police sta-
tion by ICICI Bank branch
manager Amrita Singh Baghel.
On October 19 night, some
individuals entered the booth
and inserted a glue strip in the
cash dispenser, causing the
ATM to freeze. When people
attempted to withdraw money,
the cash did not dispense even
after the transaction was com-
pleted. They lodged a complaint
using the bank’s toll-free num-
ber. However, the tampering
came to light when the cash van
workers arrived on October 20
morning.
Investigations revealed that
some suspicious youths had
approached the ATM and tam-
pered with it before exiting the
booth. Inspector, Hasanganj,
Jitesh Singh stated that a case
had been registered and inves-
tigation was ongoing.
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The controversy, which erupt-
ed over the thrashing of a

passenger on board the Patna-
Kota Express train on Sunday,
continued on Monday. 
Railway officials had a meeting
to discuss the details of the inci-
dent, which stemmed from
chain-pulling by the victim,
who reportedly committed the
offence after his complaint was
not addressed.
The passenger, Anant Pandey, a
scientist at an institute, was
travelling to Lucknow. He found
the AC coach had inadequate
cooling after the train departed
from Ayodhya railway station.
“When the cooling system
stopped working, I complained
to the DRM (Lucknow) on
social media. When my com-
plaint was not heard, I pulled
the chain thrice in protest. RPF
personnel dragged me out of the
coach and beat me,” he said.
Anant Pandey was travelling in
the third AC coach (B-6) of
train number 13237, which was
going from Patna to Kota. 
At around 8:40 pm, he lodged
a complaint on the social media
account of the DRM, Lucknow,
stating that the AC cooling in
the coach had stopped working.
When the railway administra-
tion did not respond, the frus-

trated passenger pulled the
chain after the train left
Ayodhya.
After the train started, he pulled
the chain two more times.
When the train reached
Charbagh Junction at around
11:30 pm, the TTE arrived at the
bogie with ten RPF personnel.
They allegedly dragged him
out, beat him, and took him to
the RPF office, where a case was
registered against him. He later
got bail from the railway court.
Pandey’s grievance is that his
complaint was not addressed by
the railways. He confirmed that
he was granted bail by the rail-
way court.
SS Uppal, a member of the
Divisional Railway Consumer
Advisory Committee (DRUCC)
of the North Railway, Lucknow,

and president of the Daily
Traveller Association, stated
that the anarchy among railway
employees is at its peak. 
Problems such as AC cooling
and cleanliness remain unre-
solved, while the RPF does not
hesitate to beat up passengers
and even register cases against
them.
While senior railway officials,
including the DRM, could not
be contacted despite several
attempts and WhatsApp mes-
sages, Devansh Shukla, RPF
Commandant of the Northern
Railway, Lucknow, stated that
the passenger, Anant, who was
travelling on the Patna-Kota
Express, stopped the train by
pulling the chain thrice, which
is a crime under the RPF Act. 
“He was explained the situation
but did not listen. He did not
show his ID card despite being
asked by the RPF personnel on
escort duty.” 
“A case was registered at
Charbagh under Section 141 of
the Railway Act for chain-
pulling. The passenger received
bail from the railway court. The
RPF did not beat him; they
acted in accordance with the
rules,” he claimed.
Railway officials could not be
contacted to ascertain whether
there was indeed a fault with the
cooling system in the coach.
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The city is all set for the festive
occasion of Dhanteras on
Tuesday. Traders are expecting
good sales this year despite the
fact that gold prices have
peaked.
Jewellers are anticipating sales
of up to Rs 50 crore, while uten-
sil traders are expecting sales to
the tune of Rs 45-50 crore.
Vice-president of the Lucknow
Sarrafa Association Adheesh
Jain stated that the market
position was good and sales fig-
ures would be double this year
compared to last year.
“Last year, we made sales of Rs
28.50 crore as far as gold was
concerned, and this year we
expect the sales to touch Rs 50
crore. The quantity of gold sold,
though, will be less compared
to last year because of the high
prices currently,” he said.
He noted that when gold prices
are high, people are keen on
buying because they presume
that prices will further rise. 
“Also, the wedding season is
approaching, which will add to
the sales of gold. We expect
sales of lightweight jewellery
such as earrings, chains, and
pendants, etc,” he added.
Meanwhile, Lucknow Metal
Merchant Association presi-
dent Harish Chandra Aggarwal
remarked that the market was
upbeat regarding sales of 
utensils. 
“The market is brisk. The

wholesalers have already pur-
chased items, and now the
local traders, such as those
from Malihabad, are making
their purchases. We are expect-
ing sales of Rs 45-50 crore on
the occasion of Dhanteras,
which will be more than last
year because there has been a
15 to 20 per cent increase in the
cost of utensils,” he said.
Aggarwal mentioned that
trends showed customers were
more interested in 
purchasing utensils made of
brass and copper instead of 
aluminium. 
“There is a lot of health aware-
ness among the people, and
they are choosing utensils
accordingly, primarily made
of brass and copper. The cook-
ing range for brass, including
woks, pans, saucepans, and fry
pans, will be popular. There are
many brass and copper utensils
that can be used to cook non-

vegetarian food. These utensils
are expected to witness good
sales,” he said.
He added that airtight contain-
ers would be an additional
attraction for customers.
He noted that there is a large
variety of utensils available,
featuring decorative laser print-
ing. “Prints of flowers and
leaves can be seen in steel
utensils, and this is also in great
demand,” he admitted.
Aggarwal said that another
metal capturing customer
attention is ‘phool’, an alloy of
nickel, zinc, tin, and copper,
which is breakable but has
numerous health benefits.
“If one eats from such a uten-
sil, the nanoparticles of the
metals that form the alloy
reach the body, addressing any
deficiencies. Similarly, cooking
in iron woks helps in fighting
anaemia, and these woks sell
briskly during Dhanteras,” he

added.
Another new item on the mar-
ket is the triply wok. “These
woks have a layer of alumini-
um between two layers of steel.
It is slightly more expensive,
and while the middle-income
group can manage the cost,
those of lower economic status
may struggle. However, there is
no doubt that this item will see
good sales,” he added.
He noted that customers are
picking up utensils for daily
use, such as bowls, plates,
kitchen stands, and water con-
tainers during Dhanteras. 
Aggarwal mentioned that
Dhanteras is also known as
Dhanwantri Jayanti, during
which new utensils are
exchanged for old ones.
“People come with old utensils
that they sell at our shops and
exchange for new ones. This is
also an emerging trend this
Dhanteras,” he added.
Regarding online sales impact-
ing the market, he stated that,
to some extent, all markets have
been affected by online sales. 
“However, as far as utensils are
concerned, customers are still
interested in visiting the mar-
ket to purchase the specific
utensils they want. Therefore,
this trade has not been major-
ly impacted,” he added.
“We also have the advantage of
providing additional service,
which is not possible when
purchasing online,” he 
mentioned.
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Lucknow (PNS): The Lucknow Municipal
Corporation, as part of an interdepartmental cam-
paign being run in the city, is intensifying its efforts
to address the issue of professional begging.
Municipal Commissioner Inderjit Singh said on
Monday that the main aim of the exercise was to stop
professional begging in the state capital and the mafia
element involved in it. He also said that they want-
ed beggars to be linked with various government
schemes for rehabilitation, which could go a long way
in controlling and regulating begging. “The second
aim of the exercise is that all those people involved
in begging could be connected to the welfare
schemes to help control and regulate begging,” he
said.
He further stated that with the exercise underway,
they are taking action against professional beggars.
“People from Sitapur, Barabanki, and Bahraich are
brought here to beg and then taken back. From
Barabanki, these professional beggars come in the
morning and leave by evening. There were profes-
sional beggars who had come to Lucknow from
Rajasthan and Indore, but they have already left,” he
stated. He mentioned that this is an interdepartmen-
tal exercise which includes the Social Welfare
department, LMC, police, district probationary
officer, and Child Welfare Line. “Teams which have
been formed are visiting each crossing and carrying
out surveys to identify them because they have to
be linked with the government schemes,” he said. He
noted that the initial estimate of 5,312 
beggars in the city is tentative and that the surveys
are still ongoing.
Regarding the income of these beggars in the city,
he stated that the compilation work is still in progress.
“The survey is still being carried out and the data
is being collated. Over 200 beggars collect at a dar-
gahs in the city because they receive food and money.
There are temples where these beggars have been
begging for two decades or more,” he pointed out. 
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Four youths riding two bikes
stopped a pregnant woman

and her husband on the way in
Ashiyana police station area
and allegedly molested her,
police said on Monday. The
accused also beat them and
tried to rob them of their motor-
cycle. When the couple resisted,
the accused allegedly threat-
ened to kill them before fleeing
the scene. The couple filed a
complaint, based on which
police registered an FIR after five
days. The case was registered
allegedly after the complainant
approached senior police offi-
cials.
As per reports, Ayesha Bano and
her husband Faiz Siddiqui, both
residents of Sohbatiya Bagh in
Raja Bazaar area of Chowk,
were going to SGPGI for a rou-
tine check-up.
In her complaint she stated that
she, along with her husband, was
going to SGPGI on October 23
morning when when four
youths riding two bikes stopped
them near Sugarcane Institute
Office off Devi Kheda village in
the Ashiyana police station area. 
The four men teased her and
tried to snatch her husband’s
motorcycle, she alleged.
When she protested, they alleged
abused and beat her, she added,
alleging. Inspector Chhatrapal

Singh said that a case had been
registered and the matter was
being probed.
Meanwhile, a trainee pharmacist
allegedly assaulted a patient
after the latter did not respond
when his name was called for
medicine distribution at Lok
Bandhu Hospital.
Medical superintendent Ajay
Shanker stated that a committee
had been set up to investigate the
incident. “The accused pharma-
cist was not deployed at Lok
Bandhu Hospital, and the staff
nurse has been issued a notice
seeking an explanation regard-
ing the pharmacist’s entry into
the ward,” he said. 
The 45-year-old patient, Brijlal
from Saleh Nagar in Ashiyana,
has been admitted to the med-
icine ward of the hospital for five
days. His nephew Chhedilal
alleged that at around 7 am on
Sunday, a trainee pharmacist
named Satyam visited the ward
to distribute medicines.
He said that since the trainee
pharmacist called out another
name instead of Brijlal’s, neither
he nor the patient responded.
Chhedilal alleged that the trainee
pharmacist approached the
patient’s bed and beat him. 
“When other attendants and I
protested, the accused threat-
ened all of us, citing his influen-
tial connections,” he added,
alleging.
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Lucknow (PNS): A leopard
was sighted at the Kukrail Forest
Reserve on Monday morning.
DFO Awadh Sitanshu Pandey
stated that the leopard was
spotted at 5 am, a little ahead of
the Virasat Vriksh Vatika in the
Reserve Forest.
He mentioned that they had
immediately inspected the area
but found no pug marks of the
animal.
“The Forest department team is
still working on it. There is no
confirmation of the presence of
the animal, and if more sight-
ings are reported, we will set up
a camera trap to ascertain its
presence,” he said.
Pandey added that they had
already spoken to the person
who sighted the animal, who
claimed that the leopard had
tried to attack him.
He explained that they have
formed a team under RO
Kukrail in the aftermath of the
incident. The forest personnel
have also been instructed to
begin a sensitisation pro-
gramme in nearby villages to
inform residents about the pres-
ence of the animal.
“There are a few residential
colonies in the vicinity of the
spot where the animal was
sighted, such as Shivpuri
Colony, and people have been
advised not to step out,” he said. 
He noted that help was being
sought from the Lucknow Zoo
for the identification of the
animal.
Man-animal conflicts have been
common in recent years, with
the state capital also witnessing
many incidents. 
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As part of its ongoing efforts
to ensure a grand and

secure Maha Kumbh-2025, the
Uttar Pradesh government is
focusing on community polic-
ing. The government seeks to
motivate the youth and the
people at large to join the
community police, leveraging
social media and other organ-
isations.
Notably, the Maha Kumbh
Police have undertaken various
initiatives to safeguard the
devotees and tourists during
the Maha Kumbh, including
dividing the event into seven
security zones.  A key focus is
community policing, with tar-
geted efforts to engage youth in
maintaining security.
Young people are being
encouraged to stay alert to
their surroundings and report
any suspicious activities to the
police, making security a
shared responsibility between
law enforcement and the citi-
zens of Prayagraj.
Advanced surveillance mea-
sures, including AI-enabled
CCTV cameras monitored
through the Integrated
Command and Control Center
(ICCC), will be used to keep an
eye on potential threats.
Additionally, 10 different secu-
rity operations will be conduct-
ed within the fairgrounds.
Community policing is being
integrated to further strength-
en the security framework,
with efforts to engage the pub-
lic, especially the youth,
through social media and other
channels.
With young people actively
participating, the Mahakumbh
Police will have an extended
network of vigilance across
the city, enhancing safety for all.
Senior Superintendent of Police
(Maha Kumbh) Rajesh
Dwivedi emphasised that the
youth will play a significant role
in organising Maha Kumbh.
"They will participate as volun-
teers, helping to promote the
event through digital media
and assisting the police with
crowd management, includ-
ing the movement of pilgrims
and tourists. A detailed action
plan has been prepared and will
be implemented soon", he
remarked.
He highlighted that communi-
ty involvement is crucial for the
security of any large event. To
ensure the safety of Maha
Kumbh, the world's largest
mass gathering, the coopera-
tion of local citizens is essen-
tial-especially the youth, who
are actively present throughout
the district, he added.
Young people are encouraged
to report any suspicious activ-
ities they notice, whether on
social media or in any part of
the area. Efforts are underway
to raise awareness among the
youth about key safety mea-

sures for themselves, as well as
for visiting devotees and
tourists.
Various private organisations
and institutions are collaborat-
ing with the police to support

this initiative. Local-level
engagement, including semi-
nars and street plays, is being
used to motivate young people
to contribute to safety efforts
alongside law enforcement.
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During the upcoming
Maha Kumbh in

Prayagraj, millions of devotees
and tourists from around the
world are expected to visit the
Kumbh City. To make this
grand event truly unforget-
table, extensive preparations
are underway to decorate the
city's roads, squares, walls,
temples and bridges. A key
part of this effort involves the
installation of façade lighting
on several historic temples
and landmarks across
Prayagraj.
Known as the City of Temples,
Prayagraj is home to many
ancient temples that serve as
spiritual and cultural land-
marks, drawing visitors from
near and far. As part of the
preparations for Maha
Kumbh, the Yogi Adityanath
government is giving these
revered sites a stunning new
appearance. 
Regional Tourism Officer
Aparajita Singh said, "Façade
lighting is being installed at
five prominent temples: Maa
Alop Shankari Devi temple,
Shri Shankar Viman
Mandapam temple, Shri
Hanuman Niketan temple in
Civil Lines, Shringi Rishi tem-
ple in Shringverpur Dham,
and Nagvasuki temple. 

Additionally, the historic fort
on the Yamuna's banks and
Shastri bridge will also feature
this artistic lighting. An
administrative approval of Rs
18.94 crore has been secured
for the project. Unlike stan-
dard lighting, façade lighting
is designed to artistically high-
light the architectural beauty
of buildings after sunset,
transforming them into cap-
tivating attractions. 
While general lighting focus-
es on illuminating a structure,
façade lighting uses tech-
niques such as spotlights,
floodlights, landscape spot-
lights, recessed downlights,
track lights, linear lights, and
panel lights to accentuate
architectural features. 
The illuminated temples and
landmarks will present a spec-
tacular sight for devotees and
tourists visiting the Maha
Kumbh, thereby promoting
night tourism in Prayagraj.
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A two-day state-level workshop on the
preparation of District Action Plans on
Climate Change and Human Health
(DAPCCHH) and Green and Climate
Resilient Healthcare was inaugurated by the
Department of Health and Family Welfare,
Uttar Pradesh, and UNICEF. The event,
attended by district surveillance officers and
public health officials from 75 districts, fea-
tured the release of a document and film
on solarisation of health facilities. Principal
Secretary Partha Sarthi Sen Sharma empha-
sised the need for action plans to be prac-
tical and tailored to local contexts. He high-
lighted the importance of building capac-
ity among frontline workers and raising
community awareness. Dr Amit Mehrotra
from UNICEF pointed out that children are
particularly vulnerable to climate change
and discussed ongoing awareness efforts
through local Meena Manch groups. 
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The annual function of Red Rose Group of
Schools, Rajajipuram, held on Monday,
showcased creativity, achievement, and unity.
This year’s theme, ‘Aachman’, emphasised the
purification of the soul. The principal high-
lighted the importance of holistic education
in shaping future leaders.A prize distribution
ceremony recognised outstanding student
achievements, with tablets and laptops award-
ed to top performers in Classes 10 and 12. The
cultural programme featured diverse perfor-
mances, captivating the audience.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi

Adityanath, on Monday, said
that the Maha Kumbh 2025
would be the grandest ever to
date. Addressing saints and
devotees from across the
country at a programme host-
ed by the Dera Siddh Baba
Garibnath Math in Pehowa,
the UP chief minister extend-
ed an invitat ion to the
upcoming Maha Kumbh, say-
ing, "This grandest celebra-
tion of Sanatan Dharma will
surpass all previous Kumbhs
in size and grandeur."
The programmes that were
held on the occasion includ-
ed Aathman, Batis Dhuni and
Shankhadhal Bhandara. 
Yogi Adityanath also congrat-
ulated Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on his
recent electoral  victor y,
expressing gratitude to the
people of Haryana. He praised
their support, stating that
they embodied Lord Krishna's
words, "Paritranaya sadhu-
nam vinashaya cha dushkri-
tam".
Emphasising the importance
of upholding good, Yogi
Adityanath remarked that the
ultimate duty is to safeguard
the good and consign harm-
ful forces to the abyss. He
elaborated on the principles of
religion, 'abhyudaya' and
'nishreyas', noting that achiev-
ing 'nishreyas', or the highest
spiritual good, is possible
only through the pursuit of
'abhudaya', uplift of the weak-
est.
Yogi Adityanath explained
that religion has two core
objectives: 'abhyudaya' and
'nishreyas'. 'Abhyudaya' rep-
resents worldly progress,
where one channels energy
toward public welfare in
alignment with individual
capabilities, requiring wise
decision-making.  "For
progress, we need good saints
in the religious field and the
right people in development
efforts. Positive results stem
from choosing virtuous indi-
viduals," he remarked.
Praising the people of
Haryana, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said, "The people
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on

Monday met the family mem-
bers of trader Mohit Pandey,
who died in police custody due
to alleged assault, and
announced a compensation of
Rs 10 lakh for them.
The government will also take
care of the education expenses
of the children of the deceased,
officials said.
Pandey (30) died on Saturday
after being allegedly beaten by
police personnel following his
arrest in connection with a
case, according to his family.
According to a statement, the
chief minister offered his con-
dolences to the bereaved kin
and instructed officials to pro-
vide the victim’s family with an
ex gratia of Rs 10 lakh, housing,
free education for the children
and access to various govern-
ment schemes.
He also assured the family that
those responsible for Pandey’s
death would face strict conse-
quences and promised that the
culprits would not be spared.
Pandey’s mother Tapeshwari
Devi along with his wife and
children visited the chief min-
ister’s official residence on
Monday morning. After the
meeting, the family expressed a
sense of relief.  
Tapeshwari Devi said, “We are
satisfied after meeting the chief
minister. He assured us that he
is fully aware of the case and that
there will be no leniency. Once
the investigation is complete,
strict action will be taken against
those found guilty.”
Bakshi Ka Talab MLA Yogesh
Kumar Shukla and councillor
Shailendra Verma were also
present during the meeting.
Pandey, a resident of Jainabad in
the Chinhat area, died at a
hospital in police custody. His
family members have claimed
that police brutality was the
cause of his death. The incident
has triggered a major political
furore, with the Samajwadi
Party, the Congress and the
Bahujan Samaj Party slamming
the BJP government. However,
according to the police, Pandey
was rushed to a community
health centre after he became
unwell at the police station.
From there he was referred to a
bigger facility where he died,
they said.
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Aday after Chinhat SHO AK
Chaturvedi was suspended

following the death of trader
Mohit Pandey (32), allegedly due
to torture in the police lock-up
on Saturday, DCP (East)
Shashank Singh transferred two
Additional SHOs, Prakash Singh
and Anand Bhushan Veldar.
Sub-Inspector BK Pathak has
been appointed as the SHO.
Prakash Singh was transferred to
Ashiyana, while Anand Bhushan
Veldar was shifted to Gomti
Nagar Extension. 
Additionally, the long-vacant
position of sub-inspector at
Chinhat was filled with the
appointment of Shafat Ullah
Khan. Family members of the
deceased alleged that the injuries
on Mohit’s body were a result of
police beating. 
Following the post-mortem, the
body was taken to Mohit’s resi-
dence in Vibhav Khand, where
family members reiterated their
accusation of police brutality.
This incident has occurred 15
days after a Dalit man’s death in
police custody in Lucknow
caused a political outcry.
While the bereaved family
members alleged he was tor-
tured in police custody, officials
refuted the allegations.
Hours after the incident, an FIR
was registered against Chinhat

SHO AK Chaturvedi, one Adesh
(the porter with whom the dis-
pute took place after the police
picked up Pandey and later his
brother), his uncle, and others
on charges of murder after a
complaint filed by the deceased’s
mother Tapeshwari Devi.
Adesh’s uncle is said to be a close
confidant of an MLA from
Gonda and works as a contrac-
tor. It was alleged that Adesh
sought the help of his uncle, who
in turn sought assistance from
the MLA.
The MLA allegedly contacted
Chaturvedi while advocating for
Adesh. At this point, it was
alleged that the police viewpoint
changed suddenly, and the offi-
cers began to treat Mohit as a
criminal, allegedly subjecting
him to inhumane torture. The
policemen allegedly became
amgry as Mohit contested the
allegations against him. The
charges in the FIR included
Section 103(1) (murder) and
61/2 (criminal conspiracy) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.
The opposition has been attack-
ing the BJP government in UP
over the recent incidents of cus-
todial death.
Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak among other leaders also
visited the kin of the victim. 
“If any negligence is found on the
part of senior officials, strict
action will be taken," said Pathak

while expressing condolences
and assuring the family of justice.
Pathak added that those respon-
sible for the incident would face
suspension and arrest. "The gov-
ernment stands with the victim's
family, and we will ensure they
receive justice," he asserted,
emphasising the state’s commit-
ment to accountability.The inci-
dent also drew strong reactions
from opposition leaders. SP
leader Akhilesh Yadav stated in
a post on X, "I wish those who
took lives could give lives as com-
pensation. Those who extin-
guished the light of someone's
home on Diwali should not
light false diyas, trying to hide the
deep darkness of their actions
with fake gestures. The public
wants to know — will a bulldoz-
er be used on those responsible
for this tragedy?"Aam Aadmi
Party MP (Rajya Sabha) Sanjay
Singh remarked, "There have
been similar cases in the past,
including a Dalit youth beaten to
death. The government must
make it clear that such acts will
not be tolerated, and strict action
will be taken against those
responsible." 
Other leaders from the SP,
including MLAs Ravidas
Mehrotra and Pooja Shukla,
also met the victim's family and
extended their support by hand-
ing over a cheque of Rs 1 lakh,
as informed in a press note.
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Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav, on Monday,

called for forging a collective
strategy and making a united
effort to oust the Mahayuti
alliance from power in
Maharashtra in the upcoming
assembly elections.
Akhilesh also slammed the
Bharatiya Janata Party, which is
part of the Mahayuti alliance
along with the Eknath Shinde-
led Shiv Sena and the Ajit
Pawar-led Nationalist Congress
Party, and expressed his com-
mitment to defeating the "ene-
mies of Maharashtra and bring-
ing about a positive change".
Akhilesh Yadav, whose party
won two seats in the last
Maharashtra polls and is eying
a bigger share in the seat-shar-
ing talks with its alliance part-
ners, took to social media to
share a note addressed to the
"dear" people of the state and
media persons.
"With your awareness, the
Maharashtra assembly elec-
tions will liberate 'Maharashtra'

from the BJP's conspiracies of
sabotage and its negative pol-
itics of communalism. The
BJP's negative politics is unable
to understand the positive
strategy and mutual adjust-
ment of the united opposition.
The BJP's conspiracy to slow-
ly destroy Maharashtra's econ-
omy has been exposed before
the people of Maharashtra," he
said in a post in Hindi on X.
The SP chief accused the BJP
of having destroyed the "his-
toric harmony and brother-
hood" of Maharashtra's society
as well as the political parties.
"The BJP wants to weaken
Maharashtra economically,
socially and politically, so that
the reins of the country's eco-
nomic leadership can be
snatched from Maharashtra
and given to someone else," he
added.
The former chief minister of
Uttar Pradesh said the "politi-
cal, social and economic con-
sciousness" that has awakened
among the people of
Maharashtra and media per-
sons who protect the state's

interests would not allow this
ploy of the BJP to succeed.
"The BJP's mega-corruption
did not spare even the statues
of great men. Political patron-
age was given to those who vio-
lated the honour of girls. The
combined power of the aware
and progressive people of
Maharashtra will defeat both
the deceit and fraud of BJP,"
Akhilesh Yadav said.
The Member of Parliament
from Kannauj also said that the
media persons had a huge role
in keeping democracy clean by
preventing misleading propa-
ganda by the BJP from being
broadcast, propagated and pub-
lished. "The efforts of all such
true news-opinion channels,
YouTube channels and journal-
ists are commendable, who,
despite not being well-
equipped, are constantly expos-
ing the 'anti-Maharashtra pol-
itics of the BJP' with their
indomitable courage," he said.
"A joint and organised politi-
cal strategy will bring an end to
the 'Mahadukhi' period of the
BJP-led 'Mahayuti'. 
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Election campaign is yet to pick
up for the bye-elections to

nine assembly seats in Uttar
Pradesh, scheduled to be held on
November 13.
Samajwadi Party, upbeat after
winning 37 Lok Sabha seats in the
last parliamentary elections,
seems to be lagging behind the
Bharatiya Janata Party in terms
of campaigning.
Though the Bahujan Samaj Party
is also contesting the bypolls, it
is likely to be a direct contest
between the SP and the ruling
BJP. The BJP, much ahead of the
announcement of the bypolls,
had in July last appointed in-
charge ministers for each assem-
bly constituency going to bypolls.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
himself has visited every assem-
bly constituency at least once. The
BJP has also assigned the deputy
chief ministers, in-charge minis-
ters, MLAs and MPs on duty on
these seats. It has launched its
campaigning in a small way in all
the nine constituencies.
The poll campaign of the SP is

visible only in the Karhal assem-
bly seat, the family bastion of
party chief Akhilesh Yadav. This
seat in Manipuri district fell
vacant due to the resignation of
Akhilesh Yadav after he was
elected to the Lok Sabha.
Akhilesh's nephew and Lalu
Prasad Yadav's son-in-law Tej
Pratap Yadav is contesting from
Karhal as SP candidate.
The Yadav clan has rallied behind
Tej Pratap with Mainpuri MP
Dimple Yadav camping in
Karhal. Akhilesh Yadav has also
campaigned in Karhal.  However,
the SP is yet to launch campaign-
ing in the remaining eight con-
stituencies. In these constituen-
cies, SP is lagging behind BJP in
terms of campaigning. Shivpal
Singh Yadav has been made in-
charge in Katehari but it is
reported that campaigning will
commence after the Diwali fes-
tival.
Sources in the SP say that the
party will send senior leaders
along with MLAs and MPs to
campaign on all the nine seats
where by-elections are going to
be held. 
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Preparations for the eighth
Deepotsav are nearing com-

pletion, with the work of plac-
ing diyas on Ram ki Paidi in the
final stages. Now, Ayodhya and
the world await the evening of
October 30, when the city of
Lord Shri Ram will create his-
tory once again.
This extraordinary event will be
witnessed globally, as Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
instructed the Information
department to arrange a live
telecast of the entire celebration.
LED walls and LED vans are
being set up across the city to
showcase the splendor of

Deepotsav. Besides, a dedicat-
ed centre has been established
for media coverage.
Preparations are in full swing to
make this year's Deepotsav
more magnificent than ever.
The city's roads are adorned
with flower garlands and
vibrant lights.
All the programmes scheduled
at Ram Ki Paidi on Deepotsav
will be telecast live on
Doordarshan and social media
platforms. 
LED screens have been set up
throughout the city, allowing
everyone to enjoy this grand
event from any location.
District Information Officer
Santosh Dwivedi stated that to

showcase the grandeur of the
Deepotsav event to Ayodhya
and the world, LED walls and
LED vans are being arranged at
20 locations across the city.
"LED walls have been installed
near key sites, including
Ayodhya Kotwali, Hanuman
Garhi, Valmiki Bhawan, post
office, Tulsi Smarak Bhawan,
Karsevak Puram, Media Centre,
Tedhi Bazar Chauraha, railway
station, Vidya Kund, Saket
petrol pump, Deenbandhu
Netralaya workshop, and
Hanuman Gufa. Additionally,
LED vans will be stationed at
various other locations, such as
the bus stand, Sahadatganj,
Naka, Devkali bypass, Saket and

Udaya," he shared.
He added that, to accommodate
journalists arriving from across
the country and around the
world, the Information depart-
ment has established a media
centre covering 10,000 square
feet within the Ram Katha
Museum complex in Ayodhya.
This centre, now fully opera-
tional, offers seating for around
500 journalists.
A cafeteria will be available for
refreshments, and the centre is
equipped with internet and
WiFi, along with four large LED
screens to assist print and elec-
tronic media personnel in gath-
ering information for this his-
toric event.

of Haryana have made a wise
choice. This land is the land
of Lord Krishna's 'karmayog'.
Those who act wrongly will
face unfavorable outcomes."
He further elaborated on
'nishreyas', noting that a yogi
or committed householder
cannot achieve spiritual ful-
fillment, or 'nishreyas', by
ignoring worldly duties, or
'abhyudaya'. "When we self-
lessly work toward worldly
progress, the benefits manifest
in this way." He added that
this commitment not only
establishes a foundation for
achieving public welfare and
development in this world
but also leads to the path of
salvation.
"These are the twin require-
ments of religion. Since
ancient times, saints have
gathered with these inten-
tions, and the extraordinary
acts of divine beings who
have blessed this land contin-
ue to shape our festivals and
celebrations," he remarked.
Recalling his memories, Yogi
Adityanath spoke of a cher-
ished bhajan by revered Guru
Shri Triloknath Babuji of the
Guru Gorakhnath Ashram in
Junagadh, saying, "Sant hain
suhaagi, rehte sada magan,
jaate hai jis lok mein sada
karte chaman" (Saints are
ever-blessed, always in joy,
bringing beauty to every
realm they enter) .  Yogi
Adityanath ref lected on
Pehowa's significant spiritual
legacy, noting that the teach-

ings of Yogi Satyanathji from
this land spread across the
country. However, in recent
generations, the area's condi-
tion had declined, he noted.
Expressing his happiness, Yogi
Adityanath praised Mahant
Shernath for renewing the
faith of devotees by revitalis-
ing not only Pehowa, but also
long-neglected holy sites in
Muzaffarnagar and Shamli.
"This sacred land, which had
been declining for four gener-
ations, is now on a path to
revitalisation under the guid-
ance of a yogi, he pointed out.
He emphasised that Pehowa is
the holy ground of the
renowned Siddha Yogi
Garibnathji of the Nath sect.
Yogi Adityanath noted that the
event is taking place on the
banks of the revered Maa
Saraswati,  and that the
Haryana government is fully
committed to reviving the
Saraswati river. He empha-
sised that this effort also
requires the collective respon-
sibility of saints and the pub-
lic. "Preserving every drop of
water, purifying water sources,
undertaking plantation drives
and practicing natural and
cow-based farming will be
essential steps in rejuvenating
this river," he said, adding that
it is everyone's duty to protect
India's rivers.
Clarifying the essence of reli-
gion, Yogi Adityanath said
that true spirituality does not
mean abandoning society. "No
'yogeshwar' ever called migra-

tion a part of religion," he
asserted, referring to Adi
Shankaracharya, a saint from
Kerala, who established four
spiritual centres in the four
corners of India through pub-
lic awareness and 'shash-
trartha' (debate). "Today, we
see the unified form of our
nation that he envisioned," he
remarked.
Yogi Adityanath, referring to
Kashi Vishwanath Dham,
noted that while it once could
not accommodate even 10
devotees, it can now host
50,000 at once. Similarly, after
500 years, Lord Shri Ram has
been enshrined in his grand
temple in Ayodhya. He point-
ed out.
He emphasised that the dou-
ble-engine Bharatiya Janata
Party government is fully
committed to ensuring the
presence of esteemed saints
and to safeguarding every
sacred site connected to
Sanatan dharma, Siddhas,
saints, and avatar purush.
"Preserving our heritage is
essential to realising a bright
future," he stated.
Extending his Diwali wishes
to the people of Haryana,
Yogi Adityanath expressed
confidence that India will
become a developed nation
and a global superpower by
2047 through a harmonious
blend of heritage and develop-
ment.
The event was attended by
Haryana Chief Minister Naib
Singh Saini;  Varishth'
Yogeshwar Srimahant
Shernathji Maharaj; vice-pres-
ident of the Nath sect and
Rajasthan MLA Srimahant
Balaknath, along with other
notable figures. Meanwwhile,
On Monday, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath offered prayers at
Baba Mukutnath Siddha tem-
ple, paying homage to this
sacred site of the Nath sect.
Performing ritual worship
alongside Mahant Balaknath
and other temple saints, Yogi
Adityanath expressed his
devotion before the samadhis
of revered saints.
As peethadheeshwar of
Gorakhnath temple and a
dedicated follower of the Nath
sect, Yogi Adityanath con-
veyed his respect and faith at
Nath sect sites in Haryana.



������"+�������	
	������ 
	�������	���	����

	�
#����#�$�������!�����0&-&�&'	

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said

the 21st century is India’s cen-
tury. “In the fourth industrial
revolution, India has a wonder-
ful opportunity to lead the
world’s public welfare”, he said
while addressing the  engineer-
ing graduates and others at the
13th convocation of Indian
Institute of Technology (Banaras
Hindu University) organised at
Swatantrata Bhawan, BHU, here
on Monday. 
Speaking as the chief guest, the
education minister said he
believed that the students of IIT
(BHU) will fulfil their respon-
sibility in this direction. “The
kind of talent that IIT (BHU)
has, I expect that our students
will work towards becoming job
providers more than job seek-
ers”, he said adding that the next
25 years are going to be the
golden period of India’s
progress. 
“Destiny has written in our fate
to become the number one
economy in the world”, Pradhan
said, adding that the whole
world is looking at India with
great hope today. “The key to
solving the world’s problems lies
in the indestructible Kashi and
national institute like IIT
(BHU). With their intellectual
capacity, our students will ful-
fill the needs of India and the
entire world”, the education
minister stated. 
According to him, Avinasi
Kashi (Indestructible Kashi) is
one of the few lively cities in the
world. “Kashi is a confluence of
India’s philosophy and ancient
languages like Pali, Prakrit,

Sanskrit and Tamil”, he said and
added that it is a great fortune
to be associated with a vibrant
civilisation like Kashi as many
great personalities have set foot
in the streets of Kashi. 
He further said all the students
of IIT (BHU) who have achieved
standards today are in no way
less than those great men. “This
is the first batch to come out
after the implementation of
NEP in 2020”, Pradhan said.  On
the occasion Pradhan honoured
the students with medals and
awards. A total of 125 medals
(gold and silver) and prizes
were awarded to 60 meritorious
students in the convocation.
For outstanding performance in
all fields and organisational and
leadership capabilities in the
institute, Bhavya Malhotra
(BTech, Electrical Engineering)
was awarded 12 gold medals,
one silver medal and three

awards, including the Director’s
Gold Medal and Aditya Kumar
Nayak (B Tech, Chemical
Engineering) was awarded seven
gold medals and two awards
including the President’s Gold
Medal for overall outstanding
performance in the academic
field at the B Tech level.
At the convocation, 1,954 stu-
dents of various courses of the
institute were awarded degrees.
In this 1,060 BTech, 319 IDD,
263 MTech/MPharma and 49
MSc were awarded doctorate
degrees apart from doctorate
degrees to 253 research schol-
ars. Chairman of the Board of
Governors Padma Shri Dr Kota
Harinarayan, Director of the
Institute Prof Amit Patra and
Registrar (in charge) Rajan
Srivastava were present on the
dais. The prize distribution
was conducted by Dean
(Academic Affairs) Prof Shyam

Bihari Dwivedi. Earlier, the
ceremony began with the gar-
landing the statue of Bharat
Ratna Mahamana Pt Madan
Mohan Malaviya, lighting of
lamps, chanting of Vedic
mantras and recital of Kulgeet.
The commencement of the
convocation was announced
by the Chairman of the Board
of Directors, Padma Shri Dr
Kota Harinarayan. After this,
the Director of the Institute,
Prof Amit Patra read out the
report of the achievements of
the Institute. After this, a total
of eight alumni were honoured
with the Distinguished
Alumnus/Alumina Award
2024. Among them, Prof Anuj
Srivastava (Electronics-90) was
honoured in the academic field,
Anil K Sachdev (Metallurgical-
71) and D Goswami
(Mechanical-74) were hon-
oured in the industry/entrepre-

neurship field. At the same
time, Dr VK Raina (Civil-61)
was honoured in the profes-
sional field, Dr Awadhesh
Kumar Singh (Mechanical-87) in
public life, Dr Hema Singh
(Electronics-2000) in research
and innovation and Dr Sudipta
Dutta (Electrical-2007) and
Shubham Paliwal (Electronics-
2013) were felicitated with the
Young Alumnus Achiever

Award. The awards were
announced by Dean (Resources
& Alumni) Prof Hiralal
Pramanik.  Dean (Research &
Development) Prof Vikas
Kumar Dubey, Dean (Student
Affairs) Prof Rajesh Kumar,
Associate Dean (Academic
Affairs) Prof Anurag Ohri,
Senate members, heads of all
departments, coordinators etc
were present at the ceremony.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath as champions
of artisans’ skills, have
opened up an inter-
national market for
GI-tagged prod-
ucts. One of such
sought-after prod-
ucts is Gulabi
Meenakari items.
Gulabi Meenakari
means enamelling
surfaces of metals with pink. 
There is a growing interest in
Gulabi Meenakari among cor-
porate buyers and overseas
customers alike. The allure of
gold and silver is being over-
shadowed by the centuries-
old handicraft of Gulabi
Meenakari this Deepawali. 
The CM has encouraged the
gifting of GI and ODOP prod-
ucts, leading to a surge in
demand both in India and
globally. This Diwali, artisans
specialising in Gulabi

Meenakari are receiving
numerous orders from abroad,
with requests coming from
countries such as California,
France, and Dubai. Their

orders have exceeded �4 to
�5 crore during the

festival and artisans
continue to secure sig-
nificant orders through-
out the year.
National awardee Kunj

Bihari noted that
Ganesha idols are partic-

ularly popular during Diwali,
alongside other sought-after
items like peacock, elephant,
and conch ornaments. 
The price of Gulabi Meenakari
products, enhanced by the use
of gold, silver and diamond
work, ranges from thousands to
lakhs of rupees, reflecting their
exquisite craftsmanship.
According to craftsmen Babu
Soni and Lokesh Singh, corpo-
rate companies are placing
bulk orders for gifts, leading to
a notable increase in demand
for pink meenakari products

during Diwali. 
Women and girls are playing a
crucial role in meeting this
demand. Balancing their stud-
ies and household responsibil-
ities, they are becoming self-
reliant by mastering this unique
craft. 
Craftsman Vijay Kumar men-
tioned that with government
support he conducts training
programmes to promote
Gulabi Meenakari and pro-
vide employment opportunities
for women.
NRI Madhu Gupta, who runs
her store in California, empha-
sised that the current govern-
ment is successfully reintroduc-
ing India's handicraft art to
international markets.
The demand for traditional
handicrafts like Gulabi
Meenakari is growing abroad,
particularly as people seek
unique gifts for Diwali.
Recognising this trend, she
has already placed an order for
her store to meet the increas-
ing demand.
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Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan vis-

ited the historic Sayaji Rao
Gaekwad Central Library locat-
ed at Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) here on Monday.
During his visit, he was
apprised of the efforts being
made to further enrich the
library and improve student
facilities. 
Pradhan said that the library of
BHU is very rich and preserves
the immense repository of
Indian knowledge tradition in
many rare manuscripts and
books.  He underlined the use
of technology and new meth-
ods to effectively deliver the
knowledge repository of the
library to the learners. The edu-
cation minister suggested that
consideration should also be
given to adopting the best
practices being used in the
world’s renowned and presti-
gious libraries. 
On the occasion Vice-
Chancellor (V-C) Prof Sudhir

Kumar Jain said that many new
initiatives have been taken by
Banaras Hindu University to
provide the benefits of the
library to more and more stu-
dents and researchers. These
include opening the library
for longer hours, increasing the
capacity of study rooms and
providing more resources to
the library, etc.
University librarian Dr DK
Singh said in the last three
years, there has been an
encouraging increase in the
financial amount received by
the library, due to which its
facilities are reaching more
people. 
He said Central Library of
Banaras Hindu University has its
own special place in the coun-
try and the university admin-
istration is providing full sup-
port and resources towards its
modernisation and improve-
ment of facilities. On the occa-
sion the education minister
visited various units of the
library and also interacted with
the students studying there.
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Prof Narendra Mohan has
been nominated to the

advisory board of Ceylon Sugar
Industries, Sri Lanka, as a pro-
cessing technology expert.
Ceylon Sugar Industries has
taken Prof Mohan on board for
accruing a high level of profes-

sionalism in
t e c h n i c a l
aspects of
sugar and
by-product
technology
and produc-
tion of
value-added
p r o d u c t s

from the by-products of the
sugarcane based sugar industry.
Sri Lanka is meeting about 90
per cent of its sugar require-
ment through imports. There
are only four factories in oper-
ation of lower capacities. As
against current country’s
requirement of sugar estimat-
ed as 7,50,000 metric tonnes
per annum, the production is
approximately 75,000-80,000
metric tonnes per annum only.

The country has tougher times
ahead if production is not
increased considering an
increase in demand to about
8,00,000 metric tonnes by the
year 2030.  There exists a vast
potential for the expansion of
sugar and allied industries due
to increasing demand for sugar,
sugarcane-based products and
possibility of manufacturing
diverse value-added products
in small-scale agro industries in
rural areas. “For undertaking
such diverse activities and to
guide us, we wanted Prof
Mohan in the advisory board”,
said Herby Dikkumbara,
Managing Director, Ceylon
Sugar Industries. 
“As compared to India, in Sri
Lanka the sugar recoveries are
hardly 60 per cent and hence Sri
Lanka is required to enhance
quantity and quality of sugar-
cane first. Then, in addition to
largescale production of sugar,
alcohol, power, organic fer-
tiliser, bio-chemicals, small-
scale cottage industries can
also be developed to uplift the
socio-economic status of rural
areas”, said Prof Mohan.

;<���		� =6�2>�",�0,"&�	,�

������������(��
� (�� ��?� �
�����7��?����

�#���$����������������
������%������&��
������'�(�������

3�����9� ��������������
���
	���
���
�����8���	�
���
�� ���� ������� 
�������:5�����"�����������0������0����� �����
��������!�;723<����'�
��������������!�

+�(��� ����� ���������������)
���@� �������������!
�������7���������������� ��
Varanasi (PNS): Union
Minister for Education
Dharmendra Pradhan laid the
foundation stones for six pro-
jects worth approximately �400
crore to enhance academic and
research capabilities in the
Indian Institute of Technology
(Banaras Hindu University)
immediately after the institute’s
13th convocation ceremony here
on Monday. 
The projects include Centenary
Innovation and Research Park
(CIRP) which will have six
floors apart from the ground
floor (Ground + 6 floors). This
state-of-the-art building will
feature a convention area, digi-
tal library, committee rooms, a
reception area with a waiting
lounge, 16 passenger lifts, a
goods lift, laboratories, faculty
chambers, halls for research
officers, and a control room and
Centenary Defence and
Precision Engineering Hub
(CDPEH) which will also have
six floors apart from the ground
floor. This hub aims to be a
leader in defence and precision
engineering, incorporating
essential systems such as an
uninterruptible power supply
(UPS), fire fighting and alarm

systems, along with 16 passen-
ger lifts. Besides, the projects
include Malviya Student Activity
and Computing Centre
(MSACC) with ground and two
floors and this MSACC will con-
sist of two blocks, featuring a
500-seat auditorium, a cultural
activity centre, student comput-
ing facilities, offices, merchan-
dise shops, toilet blocks and a
projection room; New hostels for
boys and girls each with stilt
(parking) and seven floors and
each will have 524 double-seat-
ed rooms. Comprehensive
amenities will include internal
water supply, fire safety systems,
16 passenger lifts, diesel gener-
ator sets and water tanks and for
staff housing development
which includes Type-II apart-
ments: 80 (stilt + 10) and Type-
III apartments: 40 (stilt + 10)
and each apartment complex
will feature modern amenities
including fire safety measures,
wash basins, taps, bathroom
fittings and ample parking.
Director of IIT (BHU) Prof
Amit Patra stated that these pro-
jects are designed to foster inno-
vation, enhance research capa-
bilities and improve facilities for
students and staff. 
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Vigilance Awareness Week
was inaugurated on

Monday under the guidelines
of the Central Vigilance
Commission in Banaras
Locomotive Works (BLW) and
Varanasi Divisional Office of
North Eastern Railway (NER). 
In the programme organised in
the BLW by the Vigilance
department at Reception Hall
of  Administration Building,
General Manager (GM) Sushil
Kumar Srivastava administered
the pledge of integrity to the
officers and employees. 
In his address,the GM said
integrity is the basis of our
work culture and the purpose
of this week is not only to
increase awareness against cor-
ruption, but also to ensure
that every employee discharges
his/her duties with honesty.
“This week is not only a sym-
bol of awareness for BLW but
has also brought a new zeal and
resolve for all the officers and
employees”, he said. 
Prominent among those pre-
sent were Principal Chief
Mechanical Engineer (PCME)

Subrata Nath, Principal Chief
Materials Manager (PCMM)
Rajneesh Gupta, Principal
Chief Personnel Officer
(PCPO) Janardan Singh,
Principal Financial Advisor
(PFA) Neeraj Verma, Principal
Chief Medical Officer (PCMO)
Dr Devesh Kumar, Principal
Chief Engineer (PCE) Vinod
Kumar Shukla, Inspector
General-cum-Principal Chief
Security Commissioner Nurul
Hoda, Chief Electrical
Engineer (Loco) Manoj Kumar
Singh, Chief Design Engineer
(Electrical) Manoj Kumar
Gupta, CDE (Project) Anurag
Kumar Gupta, Chief
Mechanical Engineer (Service)
Neeraj Jain, Chief Electrical
Engineer (Service) Bhardwaj
Chaudhary, Chief Mechanical
Engineer (QMS) Ram Janm
Chaubey, Chief Safety Officer
SB Patel, Chief Materials
Manager (Headquarters)
Sanjay Kumar Mishra, Chief

Material Manager (Engine)
Atul Saxena, Finance Advisor
and Chief Accounts Officer
Ajay Srivastava, Chief Quality
Assurance Manager Praveen
Kumar, Deputy Chief Vigilance
Officer Dharmendra Kumar,
Deputy General Manager Anuj
Katiyar along with senior offi-
cers, members of the Staff
Council and employees were
present. The programme was
conducted by Chief Vigilance
Officer (CVO) Ankur
Chandra. 
At DRM (NER) Office at
Lahartara, the week pro-
gramme was inaugurated by
Divisional Railway Manager
(DRM) Vineet Kumar
Srivastava who administered
the ‘Integrity Pledge’ to the offi-
cers and employees to maintain
honesty and transparency in
every sphere of their activities.
The DRM said discipline and
strict adherence to rules and
laws is the first requirement for

a corruption-free society. He
said corruption can be of both
types - direct and indirect.
Describing delay in execution
of work as an important reason
for corruption, he stressed that
unnecessary delay in execution
of work should be avoided at all
costs and work should be com-
pleted while ensuring full com-
pliance of rules and procedures.
On the occasion ADRM
(Operations) Rajesh Kumar
Singh, Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer (SDPO)
Sameer Paul, Senior Divisional
Engineer (SDE/Coordination)
Rakesh Ranjan, Senior
Divisional Security
Commissioner (SDSC) S
Ramakrishnan, Senior
Divisional Signal and
Telecommunication Engineer
Rajat Priya, Senior Divisional
Engineer-III Anuj Verma, Senior
Divisional Electrical Engineer
(Operations) Anil Srivastava,
Senior Divisional Electrical
Engineer (Traction) RN Singh,
Senior Divisional Materials
Manager Nitesh Kumar
Agarwal, Senior Divisional Data
Manager Navneet Verma,
Divisional Engineer (General)
PP Kujur, Assistant Finance
Manager Arvind Kumar
Pandey, Assistant Commercial
Manager PS Rawat and many
others were present. 
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On the occasion of the first anniversary of My Bharat
and under the directives of the Government of India’s

Youth Programme Department, volunteers from NSS unit
of Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Kidwai Nagar, coordinated with
the traffic police in Juhi police station area on Monday.
They took care of the traffic by standing at the intersec-
tion and also apprised commuters  of traffic rules. The pro-
gramme was organised under the theme ‘Ye Diwali My
Bharat Wali’. The event was led by the Programme Officer
Dr Namrata Pandey of NSS. Senior Homeguards Jitendra
Dubey and Ankit Sharma explained the rules to the stu-
dents. Students Palak Mishra, Shivangi, Mansi Dixit,
Bushra, Mahalka, Kusum among others  took part in the
programme enthusiastically.    
GRAND YAJNA: The Dhanvantari Sewa Samiti will organ-
ise a grand yajna at Malik Guest House, Ramadevi, on
Tuesday to commemorate the birth anniversary of Lord
Dhanvantari. Addressing mediapersons at Kanpur
Jouranalist Club, national president Dr Anil Kumar
Chaturvedi said people will offer hundreds of ‘ahutis’ in
the mahayajna praying Lord Dhanvantari to keep them free
from ailments and fear. Noted Homeopathic practitioner
Dr BN Acharya said ‘Dhanteras’ was celebrated to mark
the birth anniversary of Lord Dhanvantari when He was
born with ‘Amrit Kalash’ after Samudra Manthan. A grand
exhibition of Ayurvedic herbals and millets will also be
organised. Children will spread awareness about the
Ayurveda by forming a human chain. Dr Manish Yadav,
Amit Srivastava, Vikram Singh, Arun Kumar Sharma and
Navin Kumar Gupta were present at the press conference.
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Kanpur (PNS): The Regency
Hospital announced the success-
ful surgery of a brain aneurysm
in a 60-year-old woman from
Kannauj. The patient was admit-
ted with severe headaches, left-
side paralysis and difficulty in
eating. After thorough investiga-
tion, medical staff discovered a
ballooning aneurysm in a crucial
blood vessel in her brain.
Dr Jayant Verma and Dr Abhijeet
Sachan, leading neurosurgeons at
Regency Hospital, performed a
complex five-hour operation to
address the aneurysm. The
surgery was made possible by
advanced technology and tech-
niques introduced at the hospi-
tal, allowing for the safe and effec-
tive treatment of intricate brain
and spine conditions. Dr Abhijeet
Sachan, Senior Consultant
Neurosurgeon at Regency Hospital
Ltd, Kanpur, expressed his relief
and optimism following the pro-
cedure: “This surgery was critical
for the patient’s recovery. We are
thrilled that she is now complete-
ly healthy and can resume her nor-
mal life. The advanced technolo-
gy we have at Regency Hospital
makes it possible to manage such
complex cases effectively. It’s grat-
ifying to see our efforts translate

into tangible improvements in
our patients’ lives and this case
exemplifies our commitment to
providing state-of-the-art care.”
The patient, who previously faced
significant challenges due to her
condition, has shown remarkable
improvement post-surgery. Dr
Jayant Verma, Director,
Neurosurgery, added, “We are
committed to providing the high-
est level of care to our patients.
The successful outcome of this
surgery is a testament to the capa-
bilities of our medical team and
the state-of-the-art resources
available at Regency Hospital.
Our team worked meticulously to
ensure that every aspect of the
surgery was executed flawlessly
and we are incredibly proud of
the results. We believe that every
patient deserves the best possible
care, and we are here to make that
happen.” Brain aneurysms, while
common, can become life-threat-
ening if they rupture, leading to
severe complications, including
haemorrhagic stroke. Early detec-
tion and intervention are crucial,
as many aneurysms do not pre-
sent symptoms until they become
critical.
TWO KILLED: Two persons
were killed and two others

injured after being hit by a sleep-
er bus on the highway in Unnao
early on Monday morning. The
injured were undergoing treat-
ment at the CHC. A loader laden
with the wood was going to
Kannauj Mandi from Hasanganj,
Unnao. Around 4.30 am it over-
turned on Agra Expressway near
Jogokot village after one of its
tyres got burst. In the incident,
Shahrukh (26), son of Iliyas of
Gola Kuwan, Kakori, Lucknow,
wood contractor Lalta Prasad
(40) son of Ramautar of
Fakhruddin Mau village,
Hasanganj Kotwali, Kaushlendra
(55) of Rasoolpur Bakiya and
Vinay (35) of Harauni
Samsuddinpur were injured.
People present on the spot after
removing the scattered woods got
the injured sit at a place. Suddenly
the speeding sleeper bus going to Agra
from Bihar ran over them which led
to killing of Shahrukh and Lalta
Prasad on the spot andcaused injury
to Kaushlendra and Vinay. Police got
the injured admitted to the CHC.
SHO Phool Singh said all 65 pas-
sengers in the bus were safe.
Meanwhile a man from Amethi died
after falling from a moving train near
Pama station under Gajner police
station area of Kanpur Dehat.
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Under the Vigilance Awareness
Week being observed at head-
quarters North Central Railway
(NCR) Subedarganj from
October 28 to November 3,
Additional General Manager
(AGM) NCR, JS Lakra on
Monday administered oath to
all officers and employees to
work continuously to eradicate
corruption.  Under the oath, it
was pledged that everyone will
work continuously to eradicate
corruption in every sphere of
life. In this sequence a
walkathon was organised from
the General Manager’s office to
Railgaon Stadium under the
leadership of AGM JS Lakra
and the message of awareness
was given through ‘nukkad
natak’ by the Scouts & Guides
team of Prayagraj division.
Senior Deputy General
Manager VK Garg along with
principal heads of department
and other officers and employ-
ees were present. In this
sequence, similar programmes

are being organised in
Prayagraj, Jhansi and Agra
divisions of NCR. Vigilance
department teams are also
spreading awareness about vig-
ilance related circulars and
rules in headquarters and divi-
sions.
FESTIVAL SPECIAL
TRAINS: In view of the huge
crowd in trains during festivals,
the Railways is continuously
increasing the operation of
festival special trains. Trains are
being run on every route to
cover the Diwali crowd.  
In this connection the Railways
has decided to run train num-
ber 04034-04033 Delhi-
Jaynagar-Delhi festival special
train. This train will be oper-
ated from Delhi on October 30
as well as on November 2 and
5 and from Jaynagar on
November 1, 4 and 7. 
TWO ARRESTED: Two per-
sons were arrested for smug-
gling turtles at the Chheoki
railway station. During check-
ing 14 turtles of rare species
were found in their bags and
sacks. Both smugglers are res-
idents of Sultanpur and were
taking the turtles to Kolkata to
sell them.  During interroga-
tion they disclosed their names
as Achhe (27) of Mahesua
under Hanumanganj police
station in Sultanpur and
Govind (20).
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Congress on Monday sought
an all-party meeting to get

clarity on whether the next cen-
sus would include a detailed
enumeration of all castes and
whether the census will be
used for determining the
strength of each state in the Lok
Sabha.
Congress chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh said the
extension of the tenure of the
Registrar General and Census
Commissioner has been
notified and it means that the
long-delayed Census that was
due in 2021 will finally be
conducted soon.
"But there is still absolutely no
clarity on two crucial issues. 
Will this new Census include
a detailed enumeration of
ALL castes in the country, in
addition to that of scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes
that has been done in every
Census since 1951?

According to the Constitution
of India, such a Caste Census
is the sole responsibility of the
Union Government," Ramesh
said in a statement.
"Will this Census be used for
determining the strength of
each state in the Lok Sabha as
provided for in Article 82 of
the Constitution of India
(which says that the first
Census taken after the year
2026 and the publication of its
results will the basis of any
such reconstitution)? Will
this work to the disadvantage
of states that have been
pioneers in family planning?"
the Congress leader said.
It would be most appropriate
if an all-party meeting is held
soon to get clarity on these
two vital issues, Ramesh
asserted.
The central deputation of
Mritunjay Kumar Narayan,
currently serving as Registrar
General and Census
Commissioner of India, has
been extended till August

2026, paving the way for him
to lead the team to carry out
the much-delayed decadal
census of India.
"The President is pleased to
extend the central deputation
tenure of Shri Mritunjay
Kumar Narayan, IAS
(UP:1995), Registrar General
and Census Commissioner of
India, Ministry of Home
Affairs beyond 06.12.2024 for
a period up to 04.08.2026 or
until further orders
whichever is earlier. 
The Headquarters of
Mritunjay Kumar Narayan,
IAS (UP:1995) will be New
Delhi," according to an
official notification.
Narayan is a 1995 batch IAS
officer of the Uttar Pradesh
cadre and is holding the key
post under the Ministry of
Home Affairs since 2020.
The house listing phase of the
census and the exercise to
update the National
Population Register (NPR)
were scheduled to be carried
out across the country from
April 1 to September 30, 2020
but were postponed due to the
COVID-19 outbreak.
The census operation
continues to be on hold and
the government has not yet
announced the new schedule.
The government is expected
to announce the schedule for
the much-delayed exercise
soon.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will launch develop-

ment projects worth nearly Rs
12,850 crore on Tuesday and
also extend his government's
flagship health insurance
scheme Ayushman Bharat to all
senior citizens aged 70 years
and above.
Modi has chosen to unveil the
major health sector push on
the occasion of the ninth
Ayurveda Day and the birth
anniversary of Dhanvantari,
considered the god of
medicine. 
At a separate event, he will
also distribute more than
51,000 appointment letters to
the youth as part of his
government's 'Rozgar Mela',
an official statement said.
Noting that it has been the
constant endeavour of the
prime minister to provide
quality healthcare services in
the country, another
statement said Modi will
inaugurate Phase II of India's
first All India Institute of
Ayurveda in the national
capital.
It includes a Panchakarma
hospital, an ayurvedic
pharmacy for drug
manufacturing, a sports

medicine unit, a central
library, an IT and start-ups
incubation centre and a 500-
seat auditorium among
others.
He will also inaugurate three
medical colleges at Mandsaur,
Neemuch and Seoni in
Madhya Pradesh.
Further, the prime minister
will inaugurate facility and
service extensions at various
AIIMS -- Bilaspur in
Himachal Pradesh, Kalyani in
West Bengal, Patna in Bihar,
Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh,
Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh,
Guwahati in Assam and in
New Delhi -- which will also
include a Jan Aushadhi
Kendra.

He will also lay the foundation
stones of five nursing colleges
in Shivpuri, Ratlam,
Khandwa, Rajgarh and
Mandsaur in Madhya
Pradesh, 21 critical care
blocks at Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Manipur, Tamil
Nadu and Rajasthan under
Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission (PM-
ABHIM), and several facilities
and service extensions at
AIIMS in New Delhi and in
Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh.
Among other projects, he will
inaugurate an ESIC hospital at
Indore in Madhya Pradesh
and lay the foundation stone
for ESIC hospitals at
Faridabad in Haryana,

Bommasandra and Narasapur
in Karnataka, Indore in
Madhya Pradesh, Meerut in
Uttar Pradesh, and
Atchutapuram in Andhra
Pradesh. 
These projects will bring
healthcare benefits to around
55 lakh ESI beneficiaries.
In an innovative usage of
drone technology to enhance
service delivery and make
healthcare more accessible,
Modi will launch drone
services at 11 tertiary
healthcare institutions.
These are AIIMS Rishikesh in
Uttarakhand, AIIMS
Bibinagar in Telangana,
AIIMS Guwahati in Assam,
AIIMS Bhopal in Madhya
Pradesh, AIIMS Jodhpur in
Rajasthan, AIIMS Patna in
Bihar, AIIMS Bilaspur in
Himachal Pradesh, AIIMS
Raebareli in Uttar Pradesh,
AIIMS Raipur in
Chhattisgarh, AIIMS
Mangalagiri in Andhra
Pradesh and RIMS Imphal in
Manipur.
He will launch a helicopter
emergency medical service
from AIIMS Rishikesh, which
will help deliver medical care
speedily. 
The prime minister will also
launch the U-WIN portal that
seeks to benefit pregnant

women and infants by fully
digitalizing the vaccination
process.
Among many other projects
whose foundation stones will
be laid are one central
research institute in yoga and
naturopathy each at Khordha
in Odisha and Raipur in
Chhattisgarh and four centres
of excellence at NIPER
Ahmedabad in Gujarat for
medical devices, NIPER
Hyderabad in Telangana for
bulk drugs, NIPER Guwahati
in Assam for
phytopharmaceuticals, and
NIPER Mohali in Punjab for
anti-bacterial anti-viral drug
discovery and development.
In a major boost to the Make
in India initiative in the
healthcare sector, the prime
minister will inaugurate five
projects under the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme for medical devices
and bulk drugs at Vapi in
Gujarat, Hyderabad in
Telangana, Bengaluru in
Karnataka, Kakinada in
Andhra Pradesh and Nalagarh
in Himachal Pradesh, the
statement said.
These units will manufacture
high-end medical devices,
such as body implants and
critical care equipment, along
with important bulk drugs.
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ADelhi court has adjourned
the bail order of jailed

Baramulla MP Engineer Rashid,
noting his case could go to a
special court meant to try law-
makers now that he was an MP.
Additional Sessions Judge
Chander Jit Singh, who had
reserved the bail order in an
alleged terror funding case,
underscored he would first
consider the issue of
jurisdiction and whether or
not to transfer the case to a
special court meant to try
lawmakers, considering
Rashid was now an MP.
The judge would consider the
issue of jurisdiction on
November 13 while the order
has been posted on November
19.
"Since we are considering the
jurisdiction issue whether the
matter will be heard by this
court or the designated
MP/MLA court of National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
keep it (bail order) post that,"
said the court.
Rashid, in the meantime,
surrendered before Tihar jail

authorities on Monday, after
the completion of his interim
bail period.
On September 10, the court
had granted interim bail to
Sheikh Abdul Rashid, alias
Engineer Rashid, to enable
him to campaign for the J&K
assembly elections and
deferred the order on his
regular bail plea.
Rashid's interim bail was
previously extended till
October 28 on the ground of
his father's poor health and
after the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
didn't oppose the plea after
verifying documents.
The newly-elected MP has
been lodged in Tihar jail since
2019 after the NIA arrested
him under the provisions of
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act in the 2017
terror funding case.
Elections to the 90-member
J&K Assembly were held in
three phases between
September 18 and October 1.
The National Conference-
Congress alliance were
declared winners with 48 seats
on the day of results on
October 8.
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Stepping up his attack over
conflicts of interest allega-

tions against SEBI chief
Madhabi Buch, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Monday said the current
regime is no longer merely
encouraging monopolies but
actively concentrating the
nation's wealth in the hands of
a few.
The Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, made the
remarks in his post along
with a video featuring him
and Congress' media and
publicity department head
Pawan Khera in which they
talk about the alleged
conflicts of interest of SEBI
chief Buch.
"Institutional collapse has
now given way to a more
dangerous form of cronyism
-- Adani Bachao. 
The current regime is no
longer merely encouraging
monopolies, it's actively
concentrating the nation's
wealth in the hands of a few,"
Gandhi said.
The Madhabi Buch scandal
goes deeper than initially
imagined, he said, adding
that it may be that Buch,
entrusted with safeguarding
retail investors, has been
manipulating the system to
protect Adani's interests and
his inflated valuations.
Those entrusted with
protecting common Indians

and their investments have
abrogated their
responsibilities and are
indulging in wide scale
corruption and malpractice,
he alleged. 
The Congress has
consistently raised these
issues, is investigating these
scams, and exposing the
truth to the public, Gandhi
said.
In the video, Khera is seen
explaining to Gandhi the
various conflicts of interest
allegations against Buch and
how there were powers
behind her that were at work,
an apparent reference to the
Adani Group.
Sharing the video, the party

said the role of SEBI
chairperson is to maintain
the security of the stock
market and ensure
investments of common
Indians are not at risk.
However, when the
chairperson is involved in
manipulating the market to
benefit a single player - like
the Adani Group - then
everyone's money is at risk, it
said.
"That is what is happening
with the Madhabi Buch
Scandal. She has been placed
in this position by PM Modi
and HM Amit Shah to give
Adani a clean chit in
allegations of stock
manipulation," it said.
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BJP president JP Nadda on
Monday urged people and

all public representatives,
including MPs, MLAs, office
bearers and workers of his
party, to take part in the 'Run
for Unity' event. He asked the
BJP workers to promote Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel's ideals dur-
ing Tuesday's event by sharing
his thoughts and contribu-
tions with the "#Sardar150"
hashtag on social media.
"As Bharat Ratna Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel's janm
jayanti (birth anniversary)
coincides with Diwali this
year, the 'Run for Unity' event
will take place tomorrow,
Tuesday, October 29," Nadda
said in a statement.
"I urge everyone to
participate in large numbers
and spread the message of
national unity as well as the
importance of fitness," he
said. The BJP chief asked

party workers to make "every
effort" to ensure the event's
success.
"Additionally, I request all
public representatives,
including BJP MPs and
MLAs, along with all party
office bearers, to participate
in this event and honour
Sardar Patel ji," Nadda said.
Sardar Patel's unparalleled
role in ensuring the unity and
integrity of India will always
serve as an inexhaustible
source of inspiration for all of
us, he added.

"This year marks the 150th
birth anniversary of Sardar
Patel ji. BJP karyakartas
(workers) must share his
thoughts and contributions
on social media with the
hashtag #Sardar150 to
promote and spread Sardar
Patel's ideals and values,"
Nadda said. "Every
karyakarta, official and
representative of the BJP
should promote Sardar Patel
ji's mantra of national unity
alongside the message of
fitness everywhere," he said.
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The Supreme Court has
extended the interim bail

granted to former Chhattisgarh
chief minister Bhupesh
Baghel's deputy secretary,
Saumya Chaurasia, who is an
accused in a case linked to the
alleged coal-levy scam.
A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan posted
the hearing on November 27.
"Interim order to continue
meanwhile," the bench said in
its October 25 order.
The top court had on
September 25 granted
interim bail to Chaurasia
while noting she had been in
custody for over a year and
nine months, and charges
hadn't been framed against
her before the trial could
begin.
While directing the
Chhattisgarh government not
to reinstate Chaurasia in
service till further orders, the

top court ordered her to
appear before the trial court
whenever required and not
influence any witnesses.
Chaurasia has challenged an
August 28 high court order
refusing her bail.
On December 14, 2023, the
top court had dismissed
Chaurasia's bail plea, saying
she was prima facie involved
in money laundering.
It had said the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had

collected sufficient evidence
to conclude Chaurasia was
actively involved in the
offence of money laundering
defined in Section 3 of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.
The federal probe agency
had, in 2022, alleged a "grand
conspiracy" in the natural
resources-rich state to
perpetrate a "coal-levy scam",
which saw an "extortion" of
about Rs 540 crore over the
previous two years.
The money-laundering case
stems from a complaint
lodged by the income-tax
department.
The ED investigation relates
to "a massive scam in which
illegal levy of Rs 25 was
being extorted for every
tonne of coal transported in
Chhattisgarh by a cartel
involving senior
bureaucrats, businessmen,
politicians and middlemen",
alleged the ED.
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Ateam of 20 mountaineers
led by Colonel Anshuman

Bhadauria has created history,
scaling 11 previously unscaled
and unnamed peaks in the
border region of Mana in
eight days. 
Colonel Bhadauria is the
principal of Uttarkashi-based
Nehru Institute of
Mountaineering.
The team planned its ascent
overcoming harsh weather,
high winds, snow and
fluctuating temperatures,
NIM Registrar Praveen
Kumar said. 
The team climbed five 6,000-
metre high mountains in just
eight hours and reached the
summits of all 11 peaks in
eight days creating two new
records in the history of
mountaineering, he said.
"This accomplishment not

only highlights the technical
prowess and physical fitness
of the team members but also
their remarkable teamwork
and determination," Kumar
said.
Located close to the India-
China border in Chamoli
district, Mana is known as
the gateway to the Himalayas
and has long attracted
adventurers. The peaks
remained unscaled because
of the rugged and untamed
nature of the area, the
university official said.
"This expedition is
significant for several
reasons. It showcases the
unexplored beauty of the
Mana region, serves as an
inspiration to aspiring
mountaineers and adds a
proud chapter to India's
mountaineering legacy," he
said. The expedition began
on July 1 and concluded on
August 7.
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Accusing Narendra Modi of
taking away Tata-Airbus'

C-295 aircraft and several other
important projects and gov-
ernment offices out of
Maharashtra, the Opposition
Congress said on Monday that
the people of the state would
give a befitting reply to the
“non-biological Prime
Minister” and his colleagues  in
the Assembly polls “for betray-
ing the state”.
The Congress’ attack against
the Prime Minister came on a
day when Modi, accompanied
by Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez, inaugurated
the Tata-Airbus C-295
aircraft manufacturing facility
in Vadodara. 
“It (Tata-Airbus C-2950 was
the same project that was
supposed to be set up in
Nagpur, but it was shifted to
Gujarat on the eve of Gujarat
assembly elections in 2022.
Due to which Maharashtra
was deprived of this
important investment. One
can certainly imagine the
politics behind the scenes for
that,” AICC General Secretary
in-charge Communications
Jairam Ramesh said.
In the first combative state
that came from the Congress
a day ahead of the close of
nominations for the State
Assembly polls, Jairam
Ramesh charged that under
the direction of the “non-
biological Prime Minister”
the Centre and the BJP-led
MahaYuti government had
completed surrendered
Maharashtra’s interests in
getting new projects or
getting support from the
Centre in that regard”.
Citing other instances of how
Modi “betrayed”
Maharashtra, Jairam Ramesh
took to micro-blogging site
“X” to recall how then Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh of the Congress in 2006
tried to set up the
International Financial

Services Center (IFSC) in
Mumbai, but the current
Prime Minister moved the
project to his home state of
Gujarat.
“The IFSC has now been set
up only in GIFT City, Gujarat.
In 2006 Dr. Manmohan Singh
had tried to set it up in
Mumbai and reserved space
for the IFSC in the Bandra
Kurla Complex. But those
efforts were thwarted and a
potential 2 lakh jobs in
Mumbai were lost,” Congress’
Rajya Sabha member said.  

“Mumbai and Surat have
worked together to develop
India’s diamond industry for
decades, with Surat handling
cutting and polishing, and
Mumbai handling trading
and export. However, a new
Bharat Diamond Bourse was
built in Surat. It is another
matter that this move has
failed entirely, with many
diamond merchants moving
their operations back to
Mumbai,” Jairam Ramesh
said.
“Apart from the Tata-Airbus
manufacturing project, the
(now failed) Vedanta-
Foxconn chip project was also
shifted from Maharashtra to
Gujarat,” he said.
“ Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) remains a
major hub for textiles and the
textile commissionerate
office, which has been in
Mumbai for 80 years and
more, was suddenly shifted to
Delhi last year for no apparent

reason,” Jairam Ramesh said.
“ Dattopant Thengdi National
Labor Education and
Development Board was also
shifted from Nagpur to Delhi
in 2021,” he said.
Quoting an instance of how
the BJP-led government at the
Centre played politics in
matters relating to
Maharashtra, Jairam Ramesh
said: “ The demand for the
status of a classical language
to Marathi was pending with
the government for ten years
and was met only on the eve
of the assembly elections due
to persistent pressure from
the Indian National Congress
and civil unions in
Maharashtra”
“(We) @INCIndia and
Mahavikas Aghadi believe in
equal development of the
entire country without
prejudice. New infrastructure
projects, special investment
zones and modern industries
should benefit not just the
state but all Indians,” he said.
“During Gujarat's period of
industrialization in the 1970s
and 80s, projects such as
Gujarat State Fertilizers and
Chemicals Limited (GSFC),
Gujarat Refinery and IPCL
were not poached from other
states but were newly
established,” he said.
“The people of Maharashtra
will give a befitting reply to
the non-biological Prime
Minister and his colleagues
for betraying the state,” Jairam
Ramesh said.



The natural resources of
the planet are a trea-
sure directly impact-

ing our environment and
climate. We need to with-
draw judiciously and invest
wisely for sustained growth.
We can incorporate daily
practices to grow this
wealth. We live in a high-rise
condominium complex. 
There was an animated dis-
cussion on the community
WhatsApp group about a
few residents feeding cows
immediately outside the
main exit. This causes the
cattle to assemble when
officegoers are in a hurry to
exit. It is a potential traffic
hazard. 
One gentleman rightly
pointed out that the food
dumped in plastic bags was
also a health hazard. A few
vehement voices of protest
were raised. For them, feed-
ing the bovine was an age-
old tradition. We need to
think differently to address
issues of concern. 
A national campaign for a
complete ban on single-use
plastic was launched a few
years back. Many of our
smaller states have been
conscious of the need for a
long time. I travelled to

Sikkim a few years back. The
shopkeeper rummaged
through his shelves. 
He could barely manage a
few old newspapers to wrap
my provisions. Plastic bags
have been banned in the
state since 1998. We were
also advised to bring empty
bottles since packaged min-
eral water bottles were
banned in north Sikkim.
Individually we fail to be
responsive to the urgent
needs. 
Many residents in our com-
plex still demand plastic
bags from the fruit and veg-
etable vendors and the gro-
cery stores. Despite repeat-
ed instructions, many stores
refuse to do away with sin-
gle-use plastic. My wife has
been carrying cloth bags
for the last 15 years when-
ever she steps out to buy
groceries or vegetables, and
even to the malls. Municipal

authorities in several cities
have successfully imple-
mented the management of
segregated waste at the
household level. I stayed in
Indore for a couple of days
a few years back. I was
intrigued by a song follow-
ing me when I stepped out
for the morning walk. 
I noticed people coming
out of homes with garbage
bags in their hands. It was
the garbage collection vehi-
cle playing the melodious
song. The song exhorted
residents to segregate waste.
The song was also a knock
on the door about the van’s
arrival. I had heard so much
about the unique model of
Indore towards a cleaner
and environment-friendly
city. This was the living
proof. 
I was surprised to notice
construction and demolition
debris stacked in front of the
houses under construction
or renovation. I was told that
the municipal department
collected waste from the
doorstep and disposed of the
same at designated sites. 
All of this has not hap-
pened overnight. Someone
took the first step. Others
joined, to make it a mass

movement. We have been
struggling to implement
waste segregation within
our society for the past 8
years. The rules mandate it.
We still manage to find rea-
sons to justify inaction. 
Even the neighbours are not
doing it, segregation is cum-
bersome, the timing for
waste collection does not fit
into the routine, and an
individual cannot make a
difference, are only a few of
the excuses for not doing it.
The first step is the most dif-
ficult to take. We spent a
couple of days recently in
Alibaug. My wife is passion-
ate about the cause and
does not get disheartened
easily. 
I was surprised when she
remarked, “It seems that we
might not see a cleaner
country in our lifetime!” I
would remind her and oth-
ers about Barack Obama’s
words, “We are the first
generation to feel the impact
of climate change and the
last generation that can do
something about it.”
(The author is an electrical

engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts

classes in creative writing;
views are personal)
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air and water pollution, with the frothing
of the Yamuna river becoming a prevalent
issue. The river already burdened by high
levels of pollution, experiences exacerbat-
ed conditions leading to the infamous froth
during the post monsoon season and the
onset of winter. Every year the festival sea-
son of October and November brings
unwelcome reminders of how devastating-
ly polluted the water and air around the city
remain. 
The Yamuna, one of the main sources of
water for Delhi, is so overwhelmed by
waste that it remains highly unsafe for
bathing or irrigation. At the Okhala bar-
rage, the foaming of Yamuna is the result
of multiple factors including dying water
hyacinths in the barrage that release sur-
factants and the release of untreated waste
water from 18 drains into the river.
Adding to the problem, the Hindon canal,
carrying industrial pollution from sugar
and paper mills in Uttar Pradesh flows into
the Yamuna upstream. While the river has
some natural cleaning ability, the pollution
levels are alarming. 

P Victor Selvaraj  | Tirunelveli
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Madam —Having lost the Haryana polls
to the BJP in the recently held Assembly
elections, Congress has announced giving
up claims for its share of seats in favour of
SP, the lead partner in the INDI alliance
in the state. The withdrawal can be termed
a tactical move from the alliance point of
view, as the Congress hardly has any pres-
ence in the state, holding just two seats out
of 403 seats in the UP Assembly. 
The reason advanced for the move that it
wants to defeat the BJP to save the consti-
tution and reservation does not hold any
water as they have not followed the same
strategy in Kerala in choosing to contest
against CPI (M), their alliance partner in
INDI alliance where as the alliance win-
ning Lok Sabha seat is more important for
their declared objective of ‘saving the con-
stitution and saving the reservation’.
Congress’s priority seems to be projecting
Priyanka Vadra to the limelight.   

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai
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Madam —The Vice President of India has
said that inequities have no place in a soci-
ety ruled by Dharma (October 27). This
statement requires a wider range of discus-
sions and even debates. If his statement
holds good, then the scene prevailing in the
country disproves his statement. As per
Puranas, the society in the country since
ancient times has been under Sanatana
Dharma. Social and economic inequalities
were there, perhaps in their worst forms,
that the persons from certain castes were
not entitled to even enter the areas where
the people of upper castes were living. The
majority of the people were living under
poverty, and dharma recommends provid-
ing alms as an integral part of life. 
The ruling dispensation of this day firm-
ly believes in Sanatana Dharma. But
inequities are abnormally present on the
social as well as economic front. This
negates the statement that links Dharma
and inequities. This also means propagat-
ing Dharma is just an academic course and
has nothing to do with ruling or shaping
society. In most of the countries, religious
scriptures are quoted but not adhered to.
Such discourses seem to be to numb the
victims and keep them under fear of being
punished for raising voices of dissent.
Therefore, if the society has to remain in
peace, the social inequalities should be
removed without any of their traces left
unattended and the policy of the rulers
should be shaped to ensure equal distrib-
ution of national wealth, unlike the present
scene marked by producing one billionaire
every five days and leaving 81 crore poor
to continue to live in poverty with just 5
kg of free rice a month. Religion is an innate
affair, but ruling is a public affair. Let us
not confuse ourselves.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur
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Madam — It is with reference to the news
article “BJP Chief hospitalised after taking
dip in toxic Yamuna”(October 27). In the
months of October and November, Delhi
grapples with the stark dual challenge of
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77. What makes India click? It
is the eternal strength of the
ancient culture that guides
the organisation of the person-
al and social lives of individ-
uals, families and communities
through high moral, ethical
and philosophical inputs that
possess the strength to accept
the universal unity of
humankind.  
It prepares people to value car-
ing for others including nature,
the learned of the past and pre-
sent, and remain ever grateful
to the family, parents, commu-
nity and the nation. The cul-
ture so strengthened exhorts
the individual to remain ever
prepared to sacrifice personal
good for the community good.
The Indic religions accepted,
and propagated the philosophy
of the ‘Search for Truth’ - the
ultimate human pursuit of the
ultimate perfect- by each reli-
gion being one of the many
available paths to reach the
same goal!  If one accepts this
premise, then there is no scope
for any bitterness or any of the
induced, lured or enforced
religious conversions! 
Every Indian, irrespective of
his religious persuasion, needs
to realize that conversions
were not part of ancient Indian
philosophy and thought, as
acceptance of diversity based
on equality makes it irrelevant
and irrational. 
Organised efforts to convert
people to one’s religion were
non-existent before the arrival
of the Abrahamic religions.
The tragedy of the current-day

political discourse in India is
its total concentration on irrel-
evant negativity and its total
targeted focus on votes in
elections. Gandhi ji had men-
tioned in 1922 that ‘defects of
elections’ would weigh heavi-
ly on our people once the
British left India!  
The citizens realise it, but
politicians do not!  Why not
focus on the essentials of
democracy, positive and for-
ward-looking aspects of the
national policies that would
better the lives of the last man
in the line who was the focus
of Gandhi?   The right path to
be followed is known to all
those in power, and also those
eagerly awaiting people’s man-
date to grab the power again! 
Thus, the fact remains that
apart from the memories of
invasions communal hatred
persistently ignited by the
British, India could maintain
social cohesion and religious
amity.   It is also a fact that to
disrupt it, sustained attempts
by the inept religious leaders
to widen the wedge persist.
They exploit the chilling scars
of partition to augment the
perceptions of ‘being different’
between the two communities.
There are external agencies
that openly interfere in dis-
rupting the religious fabric of
India. India opted for a secu-
lar state while Pakistan, creat-
ed on communal lines, opted
to become a theocratic state,
mischievously pretending to
give equal rights to the follow-
ers of other religions. The

partition of Pakistan created
the possibility of minorities
being treated better in
Bangladesh. It has proved a
myth after the recent change of
government here. Hindus are
being subjected to targeted
killing and violence.   Overall,
it seems to be an irretrievable,
human ingenuity could always
find a way out, and it must do
so. I interact with intellectuals
who practice Islam and know
its basic philosophy.  They are
convinced that Islam is being
wrongly understood not only
by persons of other faiths but
unfortunately by numerous
practitioners of Islam, includ-
ing the devout religious per-
sons!  This they tell me unhesi-
tatingly, is because of the firm
foothold of the clergy unwill-
ing to accept that times are
changing fast, and dynamism
is a compulsory component of
human civilisation. 
May be, universal spread of
modern education could help.
Educated young persons shall
have to shoulder a big respon-
sibility. It is the initial home
and family education that sows
the seeds of acceptance of
diversity in the child’s psyche,
and that determines his future
approach and attitude towards
other religions. It is well known
that Pakistan is seriously defi-
cient on this count. India too
has work to do on this front. 

(The writer works in educa-
tion, social cohesion and reli-
gious amity. He is an Atal fel-

low with the PMML, New
Delhi; views are personal)
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It is indeed disconcerting
that every aspect of life in
India is impacted by the
process of garnering votes
in the next election, and the

unscrupulous politician never
hesitates to use it to create a wedge
between people of varied religious
pursuits. I say this as I reflect upon
the Bahraich clashes, these were
indeed communal whether we
like to use that term or not! And
these are a continuation.   Reports
of stone pelting on religious pro-
cessions are now considered rou-
tine, except by the real victims, no
one cares much about what media
reports with adequate caution. 
It is indeed disappointing to
recall that the culture of wasting
time and human resources that
could better be utilised for delib-
erations on national concerns and
issues is deliberately wasted, for
presumed petty political gains. 
When parliament is disrupted,
when the Supreme Court finds
time to listen to frivolous repeat-
ed petitions from politicians who
fight cases on public funds, the
national interest ipso facto gets
relegated to the background.  
One could go on citing instances
of the decline in the conduct of
leaders - exceptions apart - who
enter politics just to look after
themselves, their family and their
clan! They hardly care for the loss
of public credibility of the elect-
ed representatives amongst peo-
ple and the public!  Not many
would even be aware of the res-
ignations of KD Malaviya, TT
Krishnamachari and Lal Bahadur
Shastri?  Over the last seventy-five
years people have learnt to com-
prehend the real intentions of the
politicians of different hues, their
proclamations notwithstanding,
they know who is communal and
who is not!  This incisive analyt-
ical skill emerges from the reali-
sation that India abounds in the
presence of diversity, be it of races,
climate, language, cultures, flora
and fauna, and most prominent-
ly and importantly, of religions
and faiths. The beauty lies in the
presence of harmony, bonhomie
and lasting unity that makes this
nation unique in multiple ways.
It is a robust democracy that was
ushered in after independence
and has survived a couple of
upheavals, uncertainties and even
the dreaded Emergency of 1975-
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Since October 14, airlines have been
receiving threats through social
media and other platforms. Indigo,

Air India, Akasa, and Vistara Airlines are
still receiving these threats, causing con-
fusion at airports and delayed flights. Due
to these rumours, a total of 255 flights
have been affected, leading to an estimat-
ed loss of 600 crore rupees in the avia-
tion sector. This seems to be the first time
such frequent threats have been heard. As

a result, the number of air marshals at air-
ports has increased. 
The rise in social media usage has also
led to an increase in “social issues” or
problems, as those issuing threats are util-
ising these platforms. The Ministry of
Civil Aviation is considering adding
individuals identified for issuing bomb
threats to a “no-fly” list. But what about
the 600 crore loss? There should be a
mechanism to recover damages by seiz-
ing the assets of those individuals or
organisations responsible for such threats.
Stringent action is expected against those
who deliberately disrupt national trans-
portation. Additionally, platforms like X
and Meta play a role in spreading such
rumours, so it’s time for us to decide how
much we should trust social media. 

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai
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World Ayurveda Day,
celebrated each year
on the auspicious

occasion of Bhagwan
Dhanvantari Jayanti, offers a
profound opportunity to hon-
our Bharat’s rich heritage of
health and well-being. This
year, on October 29, 2024, we
come together to recognise
Ayurveda—not just as an
ancient healing practice but as
a living tradition that contin-
ues to inspire and transform
lives worldwide. 
Rooted in the principles of bal-
ance and harmony, Ayurveda
guides individuals to achieve
holistic wellness by under-
standing their unique mind-
body constitution and aligning
with nature’s rhythms. Its time-
less knowledge promotes pre-
ventive care, natural treat-
ments, and a lifestyle that sup-

ports physical, mental, and
spiritual health. Ayurveda’s
reach has grown from ancient
India to touch people across
the globe, embodying Bharat’s
gift of wellness to the world. 
As we celebrate Ayurveda Day,
let us commit to embracing
and preserving this invaluable
heritage. Ayurveda, the revered
“science of life,” represents
one of the oldest and most
comprehensive systems of

holistic medicine. 
Originating in ancient India,
Ayurveda focuses on achieving
balance within the body, mind,
and spirit. In recent years,
Ayurveda has gained remark-
able global recognition, a tes-
tament to PM Modi visionary
approach to integrating
AYUSH practices, including
Ayurveda, with modern
healthcare. 
His leadership, underscored by
the establishment of the
Ministry of AYUSH as an
independent entity in 2014, set
the stage for Ayurveda’s trans-
formation into a mainstream,
globally respected healthcare
approach. The government
has since pioneered several ini-
tiatives to promote and expand
Ayurveda’s reach. Through
partnerships with research
institutions, academic centres,

and healthcare organisations
worldwide, India has empha-
sised evidence-based studies,
technological advancements,
and policy support to bring
Ayurveda to a broader audi-
ence. 
Moreover, the government’s
efforts to encourage innovative
collaborations and cross-cul-
tural exchanges have fostered
an international appreciation
of Ayurveda’s preventive and
holistic benefits. As we witness
Ayurveda’s evolution on a
global scale, its emphasis on
wellness, natural healing, and
preventive care resonates more
than ever, addressing modern
health challenges and reassert-
ing Bharat’s invaluable contri-
bution to the world of medi-
cine and wellness. Ayurveda,
often regarded as the “science
of life,” is deeply rooted in

ancient Indian philosophy,
drawing from the foundation-
al ideas of Sanatan philosoph-
ical schools around the 2nd
century BCE. Its development
was heavily influenced by the
Vaisheshika school, known
for its focus on natural princi-
ples and the categorisation of
elements, and the Nyaya
school, which emphasised
logic, reasoning, and struc-
tured analysis. 
These schools laid a frame-
work that allowed Ayurveda to

develop a systematic approach
to health, emphasising diagno-
sis, observation, and infer-
ence based on natural laws.
Furthermore, Ayurveda’s con-
ceptual foundation aligns with
Samkhya philosophy, a school
that delves into the nature of
existence, consciousness, and
the duality of mind and mat-
ter. Samkhya’s insights into the
interaction between Purusha
(consciousness) and Prakriti
(matter) provided Ayurveda
with a comprehensive under-
standing of the body-mind
connection, integral to its
approach to health and well-
ness. Together, these philo-
sophical influences cultivated
Ayurveda’s holistic view of
human life, wherein health is
perceived as an intricate bal-
ance between mind, body, and
environment. 

This synthesis not only
strengthened Ayurveda’s theo-
ries of doshas (biological ener-
gies) but also fostered an
awareness of how lifestyle, diet,
and mental states directly
impact physical well-being.
Thus, Ayurveda emerged as an
interdisciplinary science, root-
ed in empirical observation yet
deeply philosophical, ultimate-
ly offering a framework of
healing that remains both rel-
evant and insightful in under-
standing modern health.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been a pivotal force
in promoting the integration of
Ayurveda with contemporary
health sciences, fostering a
healthcare model that values
both preventive and holistic
approaches. His vision under-
scores a sustainable healthcare
framework where traditional

systems of medicine, such as
Ayurveda, play an essential role
in enhancing the quality of life. 
This approach aligns with his
broader agenda of sustainable
health solutions for all, recog-
nising Ayurveda’s unique pre-
ventive and curative strengths
rooted in millennia-old wis-
dom. Central to this vision are
initiatives like the National
AYUSH Mission and the estab-
lishment of Ayush Health and
Wellness Centres (AHWCs),
now known as Ayush Arogya
Mandirs. These initiatives aim
to reshape India’s healthcare
landscape, making AYUSH a
socially viable, affordable, and
complementary alternative to
allopathic medicine.

(The writer is Minister of
State for Health and Family
Welfare of India; views are

personal)
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Depsang and Demchok is a wel-
come development, New Delhi
should not let its guard down. It
can do so only at its peril, given
Chinese machinations along the
LAC and its “salami-slicing” tac-
tics to grab disputed territories.
In any case, disengagement is just
the first step with de-escalation
and finally de-induction of troops
being part of India’s roadmap for
the restoration of status quo ante.
It’s also laid out the red line for
Beijing – the need for “peace and
tranquility on the border”. 
What has been equally worrying
for New Delhi is China’s territo-
rial aggression with neighbouring
Bhutan too. It has sought to
bully the tiny Himalayan king-
doms and appropriate its territo-
ry. With such moves posing a
strategic threat to India, the
Indian Army stepped in to block
Chinese troops from building a
road in the Doklam plateau area
near the Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet
trijunction in 2017. The rival
troops had disengaged after a 73-
day face-off, but China has per-
manently deployed troops in
north Doklam since then.
What the Chinese PLA sought to
do in eastern Ladakh with mul-
tiple incursions in the summer of
2020 too was part of its salami-
slicing tactics. Bilateral ties went
into a deep freeze soon after the
bloody clashes in Galwan on
June 15, 2020, which left 20
Indian soldiers and an unspeci-
fied number of Chinese person-
nel dead.
With the slight easing of tensions
now, India will need to tread cau-
tiously. Normalcy in ties seems a
long way off but even some mea-
sure of stability in the relationship
between the two Asian rivals
will be a positive development. 

For India, this is especially impor-
tant as it also has a nuclear-armed
hostile neighbour in Pakistan on
its western borders. A two-front
military challenge can bog India
down in the region, hobbling its
aspiration to be a global power-
house.
The China-Pakistan collusive
axis queers the pitch for India.
With frosty ties with Pakistan,
New Delhi must begin mending
ties with Beijing. Towards this
end, Modi and Xi have agreed to
resume the meetings of the
Special Representatives (SRs) of
the two countries “to oversee the
management of peace and tran-
quility in border areas and to
explore a fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable solution to
the boundary question”.
The SRs mechanism was set up in
2003, with 22 rounds of talks
being held till now. It has not
been met since 2019. However,
given the complexity of the
boundary question and Beijing’s
own feet dragging on a resolu-
tion, the SR mechanism at best
serves as a means for the two
sides to remain in dialogue.
As New Delhi and Beijing work
to bring down tensions, the
boundary question will continue
to bedevil ties. India’s level of mis-
trust of China will remain high
given that it has failed to adhere
to previous agreements to main-
tain peace and tranquility on the
border. 
Beijing, on its part, will remain
watchful and wary of India’s
deepening ties with the US as
well as other Quad members. Its
active role in the Indo-Pacific
construct and Quad – both seen
as a counter to China’s growing
hegemony -- has Beijing worried. 
That said, India knows it has no

option but to deal with China,
owing to its geographical proxim-
ity as well as Beijing’s economic-
industrial clout. The bilateral
economic and trade relations are
heavily titled in China’s favour.
India imported $101.7 billion
worth of goods from China in
2023-24, way more than from any
other country. On the other hand,
India’s exports to China were
worth only $16.7 billion, a mam-
moth trade deficit for New Delhi. 
India depends heavily on imports
from China in many sectors,
like industrial machinery, tele-
com, electronics, electrical equip-
ment, chemicals, pharmaceuti-
cals, iron, steel and the like. In
certain sectors, like pharmaceu-
ticals, Indian manufacturers will
find it difficult to operate with-
out imports from China.
Despite many steps and policy
decisions taken by the Indian
government to move towards
greater balance in trade, more so
after the current border problem
erupted, the imbalance has only
further accentuated. In this, eco-
nomics is trumping politics or
national sentiment.
On the military front, India
should not slacken in dealing
with China with a firm hand, as
it has done since the Galwan
clashes. 
It should also redouble efforts to
push for a resolution of the dif-
ferent issues, including the bor-
der question. With the festering
territorial dispute having long-
term strategic implications for
India, it needs to strike the
right balance between rebuild-
ing trust and proceeding with
caution.

(The writer is a senior journal-
ist who writes on strategic

affairs; views are personal) 

Now that India and China
have reached an agree-
ment on disengagement
and patrolling in Depsang
and Demchok in a step

towards resolving the over four-year-
long military confrontation in eastern
Ladakh, can New Delhi sit back with
a quiet sense of achievement? More
importantly, can China be trusted to do
what it has promised during bilateral
meetings, including the recent one
between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Xi Jinping on the
margins of the recent BRICS summit?
The answer is a firm ‘No’.
For, even though the two Asian giants
have seemingly buried the hatchet for
now with the new pact being endorsed
by their top leaders at Kazan in Russia
on October 22, the yawning trust
deficit that now marks bilateral ties is
unlikely to be bridged any time soon.
To be sure, there is not going to be a
repeat of the bonhomie witnessed
during the Modi-Xi informal summit
meetings in Wuhan and
Mamallapuram in 2018 and 2019,
respectively. When the two leaders met
in Kazan, there was expectedly none of
the warmth seen during the informal
summits. The thaw may have hap-
pened, but a long road lies ahead for
bilateral ties to warm up.
Instead, what Beijing has to deal with
now is a hard-nosed New Delhi that’s
wizened up to China’s perfidious ter-
ritorial aggression. India has done
well in standing up to Chinese belliger-
ence in eastern Ladakh and in convey-
ing to Beijing that it cannot be business
as usual in the face of its brazen flout-
ing of all bilateral border accords. The
ongoing eastern Ladakh military con-
frontation, part of the larger boundary
dispute along the 3,488 km long Line
of Actual Control (LAC), is nowhere
near de-escalation to the pre-April 2020
situation.
While the phased disengagement at
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Baramati, where a mother of
all electoral battles is being

witnessed in Maharashtra,
experienced emotional
moments on Monday, as NCP
(SP) chief Sharad Pawar made
it a point to be with his grand-
nephew Yugendra Pawar, as
the latter filed his nomination
to fight the November 20
Assembly polls against his
uncle and deputy chief min-
ister Ajit Pawar.
On a day when a remorseful
Ajit Pawar also filed his nom-
inations for the State
Assembly polls, Sr Pawar, his
four-time MP and NCP (SP)

working president- daughter
Supriya Sule and his other
family members made it a
point to be 32-year-old
Yugendra’s side when he took
out a procession to file his
papers to take on his uncle in
the poll.
Ajit Pawar is a seven-time
MLA, while the US-educated
professional Yugendra is
debutant in electoral politics.
Yugendra is  the son of Ajit
Pawar's younger brother
Sriniwas Pawar.
Speaking on the occasion, 83-
year-old Pawar expressed con-
fidence that the people of
Baramati would elect his
grandnephew Yugendra with
a huge margin of votes against

his estranged nephew Ajit
Pawar.     
“I have known the people of
Baramati very well since
1965… I have full confidence
in them… The gen-next and
others will extend their sup-
port to Yugendra,” Sharad
Pawar said.
Supriya, who had defeated
cousin Ajit Pawar’s wife and
her sister-in-law Sunetra by a
huge margin of 1.58 lakh
votes in the polls in the
Baramati Lok Sabha polls –
said: “It’s truly another emo-
tional moment for us. It has
never been a personal fight for
me. Even when I contested the
Lok Sabha elections I said the
same thing. It is never a per-

sonal fight for me. We work
for larger cause,
On his part, Yugendra said:
"This was unfortunate but all
of us in the family decided
that we need to stay with

Sharad Pawar Sahab because
he is the founder of the NCP,
he is the patriarch of the fam-
ily and it is because of him
that not only Baramati but
everybody around also pros-

pered.”
Meanwhile, Ajitdada – as Ajit
Pawar is known in the State
political circles --    was
accompanied by his two sons,
Parth and Jay, when he filed
his nomination for the State
Assembly polls.  
Asking about the NCP (SP)’s
decision to field nephew
Yugendra against him, Ajit
Pawar said: "Everyone has the
right to contest. Whenever
any candidate is f ielded
against me I take him or her
as a strong candidate and
campaign accordingly. This
time too,  the people of
Baramati will elect me and I
have faith in them"
Ajitdada  reiterated that he had

made a “mistake” of fielding
his wife Sunetra Pawar against
his cousin Supriya Sule in the
recent Lok Sabha polls.
“I did a mistake by fielding my
wife Sunetra Pawar against my
sister Supriya Sule in the Lok
Sabha polls…I did a mis-
take…they should not have
repeated the mistake…its now
up to the people to decide,” an
emotional Ajitdada said. Ir
may be recalled that he had
made a similar statement on
August 13, 2024.
Meanwhile, Sharad Pawar
appealed to the people across
the state to support the
Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) and contribute
to the change of government

in Maharashtra
“This is not a question for just
Baramati, but for the entire
Maharashtra. I have toured
almost all the districts in the
past few months. In the 2024
Lok Sabha, the people sup-
ported Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) in a big way. MVA
won 31 of the 48 LS seats, and
I am grateful to the people
from the depths of my heart,”
the senior-most Pawar said
“I have full faith in the people.
We have kept up the tempo of
the LS elections even for the
Assembly polls. We are work-
ing for unity and unanimity in
all seats being contested by the
MVA,” the NCP (SP) chief
said.
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The Trinamool Congress has
strongly reacted to Union

Home Minister Amit Shah’s
trans-border infiltration
charges against the Trinamool
Congress Government saying
by leveling such charges Shah
has roundly conceded that the
Centre which is tasked with
curbing infiltration has failed in
its job.
“Amit Shah ji has said that
peace will return to Bengal only
if infiltration stops and infil-
tration will stop with the ouster
of the TMC Government … by
saying so he has himself accept-
ed his Government’s failure to
contain illegal migration at the
borders … he has to be
reminded that it is not the task
of the Bengal Police or the
TMC to man the borders … it
is the BSF’s job to check infil-
tration in which it has failed if
we are to take his (Home
Minister) statements seriously,”
TMC leader Kunal Ghosh said.
Questioning as to why the BSF
has failed to contain infiltration
despite the Centre expanding
the jurisdiction of the para-
military force Ghosh said, “the

jurisdiction of BSF has been
expanded from 15 km to 50 km
along the border but still they
have failed to reign in infiltra-
tion … whose failure is this …
is TMC or Bengal Police
responsible for this.”
Calling the senior BJP leader a
“political tourist” who came
during the elections and
returns with “failed agenda,”
Ghosh said “he used to be a
daily passenger during the
2021 State elections and 2024
General elections … still the
BJP suffered a humiliat5ing
defeat … this is because the
people of Bengal despise the
BJP’s culture of hatred and
love Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s leadership, her peo-
ple’ friendly schemes … As a
Hoe Minister he is an impor-

tant person but in Bengal he is
not to be taken more than a
political tourist.”
Accusing the BJP Government
of holding back Bengal’s “legit-
imate funds” the TMC leader
said how “Amit Shah ji made
baseless claims about funds
given to the State … but he did
not mention about how they
have not paid Rs 1.7 lakh crore
to Bengal … they collect taxes
from this State but do not
return its dues.”
On corruption he said that the
BJP leadership repeatedly come
and raise charges of corruption
but finally fail to prove any-
thing wondering “why the BJP
does not look inside its own
party … as to how many cor-
rupt leaders it has inducted
from other parties.”
Shah had during a launch of
membership drive in Kolkata
alleged that tans-border infil-
tration was the main reason
behind the lack of peace in
Bengal. “Peace in Bengal will
return only when the infiltra-
tion is stopped and that will
happen only when the BJP
comes to power by throwing
the TMC out,” the Home
Minister said.
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In what critics consider an
upshot of CPI(M) general

secretary Sitaram Yechury’s
death and Bengal Pradesh
Congress president Adhir
Chowdhury’s getting eased
out of his post there seems to
be curtains for the  Left
Front’s camaraderie with the
tri-colour party in Bengal.
That the twain was unlikely to
meet in near future under
new PCC president
Subhankar Sarkar --- con-
sidered as a pro-Mamata
Banerjee face in the Congress
--- was once again proved by
both the Left and the tri-
colour outfit announcing
their separate candidates’ list
for the November 13
Assembly by-elections to six
seats.
The six seats where the elec-
tions are to be held are Sitai
in Cooch Behar and
Madarihat in Jalpaiguri dis-
trict of North Bengal, Naihati
and Haroa in North 24
Parganas,  Taldangra in
Bankura and Medinipur in
West Midnapore district.  
While the Left announced its
list on Monday the Congress
published its own on Tuesday
fielding its nominees in all the

six seats where the Left Front
is contesting. The Left is con-
testing is all but one seat of
Haroa which it has set aside
for Indian Secular Front.
On why there was no alliance
between the two parties that
jointly contested several elec-
tions together since 2016, the
new PCC president said since
Congress was not a member
of the Left Front it had every
right to take its own decision.
“Is the Congress a part of the
Left Front … we had fought
together parliamentary elec-
tions but situations continue
to change in politics … there
is no compulsion that every
time there has to be an

alliance,” Sarkar said.
When asked to comment on
the CPI(M)’s failure to take
the Congress along with it as
a bigger party central com-
mittee member Sujan
Chakrabarty said, there was
some communication gap as
Sarkar was new in his chair
and was getting feedbacks
from district leaderships. 
“There is no problem in the
two parties contesting the
polls differently … in fact we
have been fighting against
the corrupt Trinamool
Congress and a communal
BJP for the past several years
and will continue to do so …
the Congress’ secular demo-

cratic credentials is proven so
if today there was no alliance
does not mean that doors are
shut for ever.” 
Inside sources in the Pradesh
Congress however said that
unlike in the days of Adhir
Chowdhury who has been a
vocal Mamata Banerjee baiter
there was no proactive step
taken from Sarkar’s side for an
alliance and “as there was dilly
dallying from both the sides
an alliance could not be
stitched.”
Parallel reports said that
while Sarkar who known for
his good chemistry with
Mamata Banerjee was unin-
terested in any alliance it was

Chowdhury who has been
shifted out to Jharkhand as
the Congress’ observer in
the Assembly polls in that
State who called Congress
central leader Venugopal
asking him the efficacy of
reject ing an al l iance in
Bengal with a party with
which it was having a truck
in Jharkhand.
“We are going with the Left as
our partner in Jharkhand
whereas we are contesting
separately in Bengal … what
message it will it leave for the
electorate in the two States,”
Chowdhury was quoted as
telling Venugopal following
which the PCC made a last
ditch attempt to reach out to
the CPI(M).
During a telephonic conver-
sation with Left Front chair-
man Biman Bose the party
demanded Sitai, Madarihat
and Naihati seats from the
Left which turned down the
demand saying things had
already been decided and the
names of the candidates had
already been finalized.
Finally it was decided that
though the two parties will
not contest jointly they will
desist from mutual attacks so
as to keep the future path of
alliances open, sources said.
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Adding a touch of modernity
to this traditional festival, a
high-tech exhibition is being
set up on a specially built
stage at Ram Katha Park.
Nine other stages have been
erected at locations such as
Guptarghat, Badi Devkali,
Nayaghat, and Bharatkund.
Nearly 900 folk artists from
across the country will
perform traditional music
and dance on these stages,
bringing the cultural diversity
of India to Ayodhya.
Additionally, Ramlila artists
from six countries - including
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Trinidad,
and Laos - will stage
performances for next three
days from 5 pm to 9 pm at
Ram Katha Park and Ram Ki
Paidi, adding an international
flavor to the event.
The spiritual leaders of
Ayodhya are filled with a
sense of divine joy this Diwali,
as they believe that the
celebrations are reminiscent
of an era when Lord Ram
walked the earth. Ayodhya
has been adorned with
flowers and dazzling lights,
with a unique pride
surrounding the construction

of the grand temple and the
installation of Ramlala.
Mahant Vivek Acharya said:
“This time, there is joy in
Ayodhya due to the grand
temple and the Pran
Pratishtha of Ramlala.
Monasteries and temples will
also join in this celebration,
lighting up with lamps.”
Reflecting on the decorations
and the atmosphere in
Ayodhya, Jagadguru Swami
Ramdinesh Acharya said,
“This is truly Balram’s Diwali.
The beautifully decorated city
evokes memories of the night
when Lord Ram returned,
making it feel as if that scene
has come alive once again.
Every home, street, and
corner is adorned to welcome
Ram. The consecration of
Ramlala symbolizes the
upholding of Indian cultural
values.”
With the participation of
residents, saints, and leaders,
Ayodhya’s Deepotsav
promises to be a spectacle like
no other-a celebration that
not only commemorates a
historic moment but also
revives the spirit of an ancient
era, making the divine
presence of Lord Ram feel real
once more.
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The IMD officials said the observatory
of Safdarjung has measured the lowest
temperature of 17.4°C, so far this
month. In the remaining three days of
this month, the temperature is expected
to hover around 20°C and may even
breach 21°C, during this period.
Safdarjung recorded the lowest
minimum of under 15°C for the last four
consecutive years in October. The lowest
temperature of the last two decades was
12.5°C, recorded on October 29, 2020.
Data for the last decade shows Delhi’s
lowest minimum in October was 12.5°C
in October 2020 (October 29). It was
14.3°C last year (October 28); 14°C in
2022 (October 25); 14°C in 2021
(October 29) and 16.5°C in 2019
(October 23).In 2018, the lowest was
15°C (25), 16.1°C in 2017 (26), 15°C in
2016 (29 and 30), 15.3°C in 2015 (29)
and 15.6°C in 2014 (17).
The lowest ever temperature in October
was 9.4 degree Celsius, recorded on
October 31, 1937. The average for the
month of October 2024 is likely to hang
around 21.3 degree celsius, which could
be one of the warmest in the last two
decades or more. Also, it has been
completely dry this month, so far. In the
recent past, the years 2007,2011, 2017
and 2018 also remained totally dry and
2024 will increase this tally.
According to the IMD, the day
temperature also exceeds the normal
reading at this time of the year. "The
winter chill is yet to arrive and is not
likely to be anytime soon," it said.
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A targeted attack on an Army
ambulance was the third such attack
after the formation of the Omar
Abdullah-led government on October
16. Swift retaliation by the Army
prevented any loss of lives in the surprise
attack. In the ensuing encounter that
followed one terrorist was neutralised.
The encounter that erupted shortly after
7 am, was still going on till the time of
filing the report.
Preliminary reports suggested the group
of foreign terrorists infiltrated from
across the line of control in the wee
hours and at daybreak they came across
a group of students passing through the
Batal area. As terrorists approached
them and asked for a mobile phone the
students raised an alarm. Before local
villagers could gather the terrorists ran
toward a local religious place in the Asan
area. 
After carefully assessing the ground
situation the joint team of security forces
cordoned off the entire area to flush out
the terrorists from their safe hideout.
During the day the security forces
exchanged intermittent fire with the
battle-hardened terrorists. The residents
in the area were stunned to see the

excessive use of firepower from both
sides. The media teams were also kept at
a safe distance from the site of the
encounter. 
The operation was put on hold late
evening while additional forces were
rushed to the area to maintain a tight
cordon. Additional Director General of
Police, Jammu range Anand Jain along
with senior Army officers were camping
at the site to supervise the anti-terrorist
operations. 
The Pakistan-based handlers of terrorist
outfits have been using the same route in
the past for infiltration inside the Indian
territory. Similar attempts of infiltration
were made in the first week of August
2024, official sources said. 
Two soldiers and two porters were killed
in action in the ambush near the Bota
Pathri area of Gulmarg in Baramulla on
October 24. On October 20, seven
people, including one doctor and six
other employees of the construction
company, were killed after terrorists
opened fire at a construction site in the
Sonamarg area in the Ganderbal district.
On October 18, terrorists killed Ashok
Chauhan, a migrant worker from Bihar,
in Shopian district. Chauhan's bullet-
riddled body was found in the Waduna
area of Zainapora by the locals.

From page 1

Earlier, November 26 used to
be celebrated as National Law
Day, but in 2015 the Narendra
Modi government announced
it as Constitution Day,
marking the 125th birth
anniversary of Dr  BR
Ambedkar. Sources said
elaborate planning is under
way and a series of activities
have been planned, including
the making of documentaries,
translating the debates of
Constituent Assembly in
nearly two dozen languages,
and a public march to mark
the significance of the
Constitution.
In the run up to Lok Sabha
elections this summer both
the National Defence
Academy (NDA)  and

Congress-led INDIA Bloc
parties engaged in verbal duel
in projecting themselves as
guardian and disciple of the
Indian Constitution framed
by Dr Ambedkar.
While INDIA Bloc has been
slamming Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) for “destroying”
the Constitution and
constitutional values, the
ruling party and its allies have
been targeting Congress on
the same issue, saying the
Congress grouping has
destroyed the value of
Constituion.
On the schedule, may be the
Waqf (Amendment) Bill,
2024, to be passed in
Parliament's winter session.
The Bill aims to ensure
transparency in Waqf board
operations.
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Russian envoy to India Denis
Alipov on Monday termed

the meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
on the sidelines of the BRICS
Summit in  Kazan as a positive
development in bilateral ties
between India and China.
Asserting that the recently
concluded BRICS Summit in
the Russian city of Kazan was a
“total success”, he said the
grouping is “not an exclusive
but an inclusive platform”.
“BRICS is not anti-West but
non-West,” Alipov said during
an interaction with reporters
here. 
Asked about the recent
meeting between Modi and Xi,
and if Russia had any role in it,
Alipov said, “We have not
played any role in it, but we are

happy that it took place in
Kazan... We wholeheartedly
welcome the meeting.”  
On October 23, Prime Minister
Modi and the Chinese
president had endorsed the
agreement on patrolling and
disengagement along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in
eastern Ladakh during their
bilateral meeting on the
sidelines of the BRICS Summit. 
They had also issued directions
to revive various bilateral
dialogue mechanisms,
signalling attempts to
normalise ties that were hit by a
deadly military clash in 2020.
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Reports suggest that the daily
rental cost of a Boeing 777
ranges between $17,000 and
$20,000, and a diversion of
cancellation means huge
financial losses for the airlines.
Sources said around 21 flights
each of Air India and IndiGo,
and about 20 flights of Vistara
received the threats on
Monday.  An Air India
spokesperson said a number of

its flights were subject to
security threats received on
social media on Monday.
“Following the laid down
protocols, relevant authorities
were immediately alerted, and
all security procedures strictly
adhered to, as per guidance
from the regulatory
authorities,” the spokesperson
said in a statement. Currently,
actions against hoax bomb
threats are handled by the
police under existing criminal

laws. However, the
government is exploring
stricter measures to deter such
incidents and prevent the
mounting financial and
operational strain on the
aviation industry.
Meanwhile, against the
backdrop of a spate of hoax
bomb threats to airlines, the IT
Ministry has asked social
media platforms to observe
due diligence obligations and
promptly remove or disable

access to misinformation
within the strict timelines
prescribed under IT rules.
Also, the Civil Aviation
ministry is looking to take
legislative actions to tackle the
menace of the hoax bomb
threats to airlines. On Sunday,
Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said the
Centre is mulling steps to ban
perpetrators, who resort to
hoax bomb threats, from
flying.
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The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) too is in favour
of Caste Census so long as it’s
not being done for gaining
political mileage by any party.
Many states in the South,
especially Tamil Nadu, have
followed a strict population
policy and therefore, the
government is also
considering a proposal to see
that no unfair treatment is
meted out to them via the
delimitation process.
The Census of India is
recorded every decade, with
the first one being held in
1872. The first Census post-
Independence was recorded
in 1951 and the last one in
2011. According to the 2011
data, India’s population stands
at 121.1 crore of which 52 per
cent are males and 48 per cent
are females. It was during this

Census that the transgender
numbers were taken into
account for the first time in
India’s history. 
In the 2011 Census, 31.2% of
the population lived in urban
areas (377.1 million or 37.71
crore), and 68.8% resided in
rural areas (833.8 million or
83.38 crore). Additionally,
453.6 million (45.36 crore)
people, or 37.8% of the total
population, were classified as
migrants. The religious
composition in 2011 was as
follows: Hindus made up
79.8% (964.6 million or 96.46
crore), Muslims 14.2% (172.2
million or 17.22 crore),
Christians 2.3% (27.8 million
or 2.78 crore), Sikhs 1.7%
(20.8 million or 2.08 crore),
Buddhists 0.7% (8.4 million
or 84 lakh), Jains 0.4% (4.5
million or 45 lakh), and other
religions 0.9% (10.9 million
or 1.09 crore).
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Stressing on skilling and job
creation, PM Modi said
projects like the Tata-Airbus
factory will create thousands
of jobs. He said the factory will
support indigenous
manufacturing of 18,000
aircraft parts, providing

immense opportunities for
MSMEs across India. India is
among the largest suppliers of
parts for the world’s major
aircraft companies, the PM
said, adding the new aircraft
factory will give a big boost to
new skills and new industries
in India. Highlighting the
“unprecedented growth and

transformation” of India’s
aviation sector in the last
decade, the PM said the
Government was providing air
connectivity to hundreds of
small cities in the country,
while simultaneously working
to make India a hub of aviation
and MRO domain. He said
this ecosystem will pave the

way for the Made in India civil
aircraft in the future.
Noting that various Indian
airlines have ordered 1200
new aircraft, the PM said the
newly inaugurated factory will
play a major role from
designing to manufacturing
civil aircraft to meet the needs
of India and the world. He also

mentioned Father Carlos
Valles, a Spanish-Indian Jesuit
priest and author, who lived in
India for five decades and
authored various books on
mathematics in Gujarati.
Father Valles had enriched the
culture with his thoughts and
writings, PM Modi said,
adding the Indian government

had honoured him with the
Padma Shri. Under the C295
programme, 56 aircraft are to
be delivered out of which 16
are being delivered directly by
Airbus from Spain and
remaining 40 are to be made in
India by Tata Advanced
Systems Ltd, an official release
said.
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Israel’s military said it detained
100 suspected Hamas mili-
tants in a raid on a hospital in

northern Gaza over the weekend.
Israeli forces raided Kamal
Adwan Hospital in Beit Lahiya
on Friday, detaining 44 male staff,
according to the World Health
Organisation. Palestinian medical
officials said the hospital, which
was treating some 200 patients,
was heavily damaged in the raid.
Israel has raided several hospitals
in Gaza over the course of the
yearlong war, saying Hamas and
other militants use them for
military purposes. Palestinian
medical officials deny those alle-
gations and accuse the military
of recklessly endangering civil-
ians.
The Israeli military has called on
Palestinians to evacuate northern
Gaza, where it has been waging
a large offensive for more than
three weeks. The UN said earli-
er this month at least 400,000
people are still in northern Gaza

and hunger is rampant as the
amount of humanitarian aid
reaching the north has plummet-
ed over the past month.
Israel’s offensive in Gaza has
killed over 43,000 Palestinians,
according to local health author-
ities, who do not differentiate
between militants and civilians,
but say more than a half were
women and children. The Israel-
Hamas war began after Hamas-
led militants on October 7, 2023,
blew holes in Israel’s security
fence and stormed in, killing
some 1,200 people — mostly
civilians — and abducting 250
others.
Lebanon’s Health Ministry says
the total toll over the past year
there is over 2,600 killed and
12,200 wounded. The fighting in
Lebanon has driven 1.2 million
people from their homes, includ-
ing more than 400,000 children,
according to the United Nations
children’s agency. Israeli strikes
have killed much of Hezbollah’s
top leadership since fighting
ramped up in September.
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The social platform X has suspended a new
account on behalf of Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei that posted messages
in Hebrew.

The account was suspended early Monday
with a brief note appended to it saying: “X sus-
pends accounts which violate the X Rules”.

It wasn’t immediately clear what the vio-
lation was. The Elon Musk-owned social
media company did not respond to a request
for comment from The Associated Press.

The move came after Israel openly attacked
Iran for the first time this weekend. Khamenei
said in a speech on Sunday that Israel’s strikes
— in response to Iran’s ballistic missile attack
this month — “should not be exaggerated nor
downplayed”, while stopping short of calling for
retaliation. The X account opened Sunday with
a message in Hebrew reading: “In the name of
God, the most merciful,” a standard Islamic
greeting.

Khamenei’s office has maintained multiple
accounts for the 85-year-old supreme leader on
X for years and has sent messages in a variety
of languages in the past.

A second message corresponded to a
speech Khamenei gave on Sunday and was sent
on his English account as: “Zionists are mak-
ing a miscalculation with respect to Iran. They
don’t know Iran. They still haven’t been able
to correctly understand the power, initiative,
and determination of the Iranian people.” The
message referred to Israel’s attack Saturday on
Iran.

This isn’t the first time Khamenei has seen
a suspension or removal from social media. In
February, Meta removed Facebook and
Instagram accounts for the supreme leader over
his support of the militant group Hamas after
its October 7, 2023, attack on Israel.

Social media platforms like X and Facebook
have been blocked in Iran for years, requiring
Iranians to use virtual private networks to
access them.
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The UN Security Council
scheduled an emergency

meeting Monday afternoon at
Iran’s request on Israel’s air
strikes against the country.

Switzerland, which holds
the council’s rotating presi-
dency, announced the meeting
on Sunday and said the Iranian
request was supported by
Russia, China and Algeria, the
Arab representative on the
council.

Meanwhile, in Dubai, head
of Iran’s paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard made his
first public comments Monday
after Israel’s weekend attack on
the country.

Gen. Hossein Salami, in a
condolence message to Iran’s
regular military, called Israel’s
strike “illegitimate and ille-
gal.” Four soldiers in Iran’s air

defense network were killed in
the attack on Saturday, as was
one civilian, Iranian state media
say.

The attack was “a sign of
miscalculation and the inabil-
ity” of Israel on the battlefield
with Iranian-backed militants
“particularly in Gaza and
Lebanon.”

The “bitter consequences
will be beyond the imagination
of the occupiers,” Salami added,
referring to Israel.

Iranian president vows to
respond appropriately’ to
Israeli strikes: Iran’s President
Masoud Pezeshkian says his
country will respond to Israel
“appropriately”, after Israel
openly attacked Iranian mili-
tary sites for the first time this
weekend.

“We are not seeking war,
but we will defend the rights of
our nation and country and

will respond appropriately to
the Zionist regime’s aggres-
sion,” Pezeshkian was quoted
by state TV on Sunday as say-
ing. Pezeshkian also said the
US had promised Iran to stop
the war in Gaza and Lebanon
if Iran restrained. “They had
promised to end the war in
response to our restraint, but
they did not keep their word,”
he said.

The Iranian president also
warned tensions will escalate if
Israel’s aggression continues,
adding, “We know that the
United States is encouraging
Israel to commit these atroci-
ties.”

Meanwhile, Iran
announced on Sunday that a
civilian had been killed in
Israel’s attack on the country,
without offering any details on
the circumstances of his death.

The state-run IRNA news

agency identified the dead man
as Allahverdi Rahimpour and
said he lived in a suburban area
of southwestern Tehran.

While offering no details
on what he was doing or where
he was killed, IRNA made a
point to say he was not a
member of Iran’s armed forces.

Iran has offered few details
on the attack and the damage
caused by them so far.

Iraq submits protest to
UN saying Israel violated its
airspace in Iran attack: Iraq
has submitted a memorandum
of protest to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations
and the UN Security Council
saying Israel violated its air-
space in carrying out its attack
on Iran over the weekend, the
Iraqi prime minister’s office
said in a statement.

The statement said that
Israeli “aggressor aircraft violat-

ed Iraq’s airspace and sover-
eignty and used Iraqi airspace
to carry out the attack on the
Islamic Republic of Iran on
October 26.”

It added that Iraqi Prime
Minister Mohammed Shia al-
Sudani had directed Iraq’s for-
eign minister to discuss the
matter with the United States.
The two countries recently
reached an agreement to begin
winding down the mission of
a US-led coalition formed to
fight the Islamic State militant
group and to withdraw many of
the US troops who remain in
the country.

On Sunday, the Iran-
backed Iraqi militia Kataib
Hezbollah issued a statement
accusing the US of coordinat-
ing with Israel to use Iraqi air-
space to launch the attack on
Iran and threatening retaliation
against US forces.
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French President Emmanuel
Macron arrived Monday in

Morocco, where he is expect-
ed to meet with the North
African kingdom’s leaders and
discuss partnerships regard-
ing trade, climate change and
immigration.
During the president’s three-
day visit to Rabat, he is sched-
uled to meet with King
Mohammed VI and Prime
Minister Aziz Akhannouch
and address Morocco’s
Parliament.
It comes months after Macron
changed France’s longstand-
ing public position and backed
Morocco’s autonomy plan for
the disputed Western Sahara. 
The move endeared the coun-
try to Morocco and alienated it
from Algeria, which hosts
refugee camps governed by
the pro-independence Polisario
Front and has long pushed for
a UN-organised referendum to
solve the conflict.
In the days leading up to the
visit, Moroccan publications
lauded the “warm reunion”
and a “new honeymoon”
between the two countries
while French flags were hung
throughout Rabat.
France and Morocco have his-
torically partnered on issues
ranging from counterterrorism
to Western Sahara. Morocco is
the top destination for French
investment in Africa and
France is Morocco’s top trade
partner. Morocco imports
French cereals, renewable ener-

gy infrastructure like turbines
and weapons. Morocco exports
goods to France including
tomatoes, cars and airplane
parts.
Moroccans are among the
largest foreign-born communi-
ties in France, where North
African immigrants are a key
political constituency and a
focal point of debates about the
roles of Islam and immigration
in French society. In recent
months, France’s new Interior
Minister Bruno Retailleau has
pushed for the country to take
a hard-line approach toward
immigration and seek deals
with countries like Morocco to
better prevent would-be
migrants from crossing into
Europe.
On Macron’s last visit to
Morocco, he and King
Mohammed VI inaugurated
Al Boraq, Africa’s first high-

speed rail line, made possible
by French financing and trains
manufactured by the French
firm Alstrom.
Despite close ties, relations
have at times been fragile
between France and Morocco,
which was a French protec-
torate from 1912 to 1956. In
2021, Morocco suspended con-
sular relations France momen-
tarily reduced the number of
visas offered to Moroccans in
protest of its refusal to provide
documents needed to deport
people who migrated to France
without authorisation.
Relations between the two
countries soured further that
year when a 2021 report
revealed Morocco’s security
services had used Israeli spy-
ware to infiltrate the devices of
activists and politicians, includ-
ing Macron. Morocco denied
and sued over the allegations.
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Opposition supporters in
Georgia planned to hold a

protest in the country’s capital
on Monday against the official
results of a weekend parliamen-
tary election in which the gov-
erning party was declared vic-
torious amid voting irregular-
ities and allegations of Russian
meddling.

Georgian President Salome
Zourabichvili said Sunday she
did not recognise the official
results and that the country had
fallen victim to a “Russian
special operation” aimed at
pulling it back into Moscow’s
orbit and derailing its plan to
join the European Union.

Zourabichvili, a fierce crit-
ic of the governing party, urged
Georgians to rally on the main
street of the capital, Tbilisi, on
Monday night to protest what
she called a “total falsification,
a total stealing of your votes”,
raising the prospect of more
political turmoil in the South
Caucasus nation.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said on the
social media platform X that
“the Georgian people embraced
democracy yesterday” and
urged Georgia’s political lead-
ers to “respect the rule of law,
repeal legislation that under-
mines fundamental freedoms,
address deficiencies in the elec-
toral process, and move
Georgia toward its Euro-
Atlantic future”. The Central
Election Commission said
Sunday that the governing

Georgian Dream party received
54.8 per cent of Saturday’s
votes with almost all ballots
counted. The party — estab-
lished by Bidzina Ivanishvili, a
shadowy billionaire who made
his fortune in Russia — has
become increasingly authori-
tarian over the past year, adopt-
ing laws similar to those used
by the Kremlin to crack down
on freedom of speech.

The EU suspended
Georgia’s membership applica-
tion process indefinitely
because of a Russian-style “for-
eign influence law” passed in
June. Many Georgians viewed
Saturday’s vote as a pivotal
referendum on the opportuni-
ty to join the EU.

The election campaign in
the nation of 3.7 million peo-
ple, which borders Russia, was
marked by a bitter fight for
votes and allegations of a smear
campaign. European electoral
observers said the election
took place in a “divisive” envi-
ronment marked by intimida-
tion and instances of vote buy-
ing, double voting and physi-
cal violence.

During the campaign,
Georgian Dream used “anti-
Western and hostile rhetoric ...
promoted Russian misinforma-
tion, manipulations, and con-
spiracy theories,” said Antonio
López-Istúriz White, the head
of the European Parliament
monitoring delegation.

The election observers said
instances of intimidation and
electoral violations were partic-
ularly noticeable in rural areas.
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The UK has unveiled a pack-
age of measures designed to

boost intra-Commonwealth
trade and investment, includ-
ing a Commonwealth
Investment Network and a hub
in India to support female-led
businesses.
At the conclusion of the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting
(CHOGM) in Samoa last week,
the Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office
(FCDO) in a statement on
Sunday set out Britain’s vision
to increase “shared prosperity”
for the 56-member organisa-
tion made up of some of the
world’s fastest-growing
economies.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer
and Foreign Secretary David
Lammy attended the summit
which concluded on Friday.
“UK announcements included
funding for a Commonwealth
Investment Network to encour-
age greater investment within

small and climate-vulnerable
Commonwealth countries, and
support to establish hubs in
India and Sri Lanka to support
female-led businesses,” the
FCDO said.
The UK has also indicated
plans to increase its military
and economic presence in the
Indo-Pacific to support region-
al stability, including proposals
for increased navy patrols to
boost maritime security, com-
bat illegal fishing and respond
to natural disasters in the
region. “My visit to the Pacific
this week has only reinforced
how important this part of the
world is to the United
Kingdom’s prosperity and secu-
rity, and I know across busi-
ness, trade and defence we
play a vital role in supporting
the region too,” Starmer said in
a statement.
“As responsible international
players, we cannot turn a blind
eye to the challenges faced by
our friends and partners on the
other side of the world, so my
message today is clear: this is

just the beginning of our com-
mitment to the Indo-Pacific,”
he said.
With a focus on empowering
young people with access to
education and skills, support-
ing democratic governance,
human rights and the rule of
law and helping protect vulner-
able countries from the impacts
of climate change, the UK’s
package of measures also
includes additional funding
for technical support from
trade advisers to help small and
vulnerable Commonwealth
member states negotiate with-
in the World Trade
Organisation (WTO).
A new scheme to train tax advi-
sors to help developing
Commonwealth economies
boost their domestic tax rev-
enue, support for Powering
Renewable Energy
Opportunities in six Pacific
Island Countries, testing the
application of clean energy
technologies, and a new com-
mitment to promote food secu-
rity, climate resilience and eco-

nomic growth in the Caribbean
through the Inter-American
Development Bank’s new One
Caribbean fund are among
some of the other measures.
Funding for a Commonwealth
programme supporting coun-
tries to ratify the United
Nations Agreement on the
conservation and sustainable
use of marine biological diver-
sity in areas beyond national
jurisdiction (BBNJ) and
increased UK support for the
Commonwealth’s work to sup-
port democratic governance
and the rule of law, which
includes the deployment of
election monitoring missions in
Commonwealth countries,
have also been finalised.
Meanwhile, in a joint commu-
nique issued by
Commonwealth leaders at the
end of the summit, it was
agreed that the “time has come”
for a conversation about repa-
rations for the slave trade and
holding “inclusive conversa-
tions” to address the wrongs of
the past.
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At least seven people died
when a building collapsed in

a suburban area of Nigeria’s cap-
ital over the weekend, a local offi-
cial said Monday.
“We have called off search and
rescue because we excavated and
there was nobody left in the rub-
ble,” said Nkechi Isa, a spokesper-
son for the Abuja city emergency
department.
Building collapses are becoming
increasingly common in Nigeria,
with more than a dozen such
incidents recorded in the last two
years. Authorities often blame
such disasters on failures to
enforce building safety regula-
tions and on poor maintenance.
The building that collapsed
Saturday, located in the Sabon-
Lugbe area, had already been
partly demolished and its struc-
ture was further compromised by
scavengers looking for scrap
metal.
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Four Indian nationals were
killed and one injured when

the car they were travelling in
crashed and burst into flames in
Canada’s Ontario province,
authorities said.
The accident occurred last week
on Thursday in the Lake Shore
Boulevard East and Cherry Street
area of Toronto city, police said
in a press release. The five peo-
ple, between the ages of 25-32,
were travelling in a Tesla when it
“lost control and struck the
guard rail and then a concrete pil-
lar” before bursting into flames,
the press release said.
“We have gathered some evi-
dence so far to suggest that
speed was a factor,” Toronto
Police Duty Inspector Phillip
Sinclair was quoted as saying by
the Toronto Sun newspaper.
Four of the car occupants were
pronounced dead on the scene by
the police officials responding to
the accident, the press release
said. The fifth occupant, a 25-
year-old woman, was transport-
ed to a hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries.
She was rescued by a passing
motorist who stopped to help,
according to the report.
“Heartfelt condolences on trag-
ic loss of Indian nationals in car
accident that took place yester-
day in Toronto,” the official han-
dle of the Indian Consulate in
Toronto said in a post on X.
The post added that the consulate
was in regular touch with local
authorities and affected families
in Canada and India. 
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NATO on Monday con-
firmed that North Korean

troops have been sent to Russia
to aid in its almost three-year
war against Ukraine and that
some have already been
deployed in Russia’s Kursk bor-
der region, where Russia has
been struggling to push back a
Ukrainian incursion.
“Today, I can confirm that
North Korean troops have been
sent to Russia, and that North
Korean military units have
been deployed to the Kursk
region,” NATO Secretary-
General Mark Rutte told
reporters.
Rutte said that the move rep-
resents “a significant escalation”
in North Korea’s involvement
in the conflict and marks “a
dangerous expansion of Russia’s
war.”
His remarks came after a high-
level South Korean delegation

including top intelligence and
military officials as well as
senior diplomats briefed the
alliance’s 32 national ambas-
sadors at NATO headquarters
in Brussels.
Rutte said NATO is “actively
consulting within the alliance,
with Ukraine, and with our
Indo-Pacific partners,” on
developments and that he is
due to talk soon with South
Korea’s president and Ukraine’s
defence minister. “We contin-
ue to monitor the situation
closely,” he said.
Adding thousands of North
Korean soldiers to Europe’s
biggest conflict since World
War II will pile more pressure
on Ukraine’s weary and over-
stretched army, as well as stok-
ing geopolitical tensions in the
Korean Peninsula and the
wider Indo-Pacific region,
including Japan and Australia,
Western officials say.
Russian President Vladimir

Putin is keen to reshape glob-
al power dynamics. He sought
to build a counterbalance to
Western influence with a sum-
mit of BRICS countries, includ-
ing the leaders of China and
India, in Russia last week.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, citing
intelligence reports, claimed
last Friday that North Korean
troops would be on the battle-
field within days.
He previously said his govern-
ment has information that
some 10,000 troops from North
Korea were being readied to
join Russian forces fighting
against his country.
Days before Zelenskyy spoke,
American and South Korean
officials said there was evidence
North Korea had dispatched
troops to Russia.
The US said around 3,000
North Korean troops had
been deployed to Russia for
training. 
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There is no doubt that the US
election will determine the

trajectory of the war in
Ukraine.
The status of military aid from
Kyiv’s chief international backer
is dependent on who becomes
president, as is any prospect for
a cease-fire that could benefit
Ukraine.
Some in Kyiv say the country’s
very existence hinges on who
wins the White House.
As Americans vote, exhausted
and outmanned Ukrainian sol-
diers are holding defensive
lines under constant Russian
fire, knowing the results will
dictate their future.
The war in Ukraine is one of
the most divisive issues of the
November 5 election: Former
President Donald Trump, the
Republican nominee, and Vice
President Kamala Harris, the
Democratic nominee, advo-
cate very different views on
how much support the US
should continue to give
Ukraine.

After a whirlwind Western
tour, Kyiv’s leaders have tried to
promote their version of what
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy calls his “victory
plan.” They hope key deci-
sions will be made — includ-
ing Ukraine’s bid for NATO
membership — by the new
administration.
For now, they have no choice
but to wait.
“We believe that regardless of
the last name of the future pres-
ident of the US, the country of
the United States will not give
up global dominance, global
leadership as such. And this is
possible only through the sup-
port of Ukraine and through
the defeat of the Russian
Federation,” said Mykhailo
Podolyak, an adviser to
Zelenskyy.
Harris would likely continue
Biden’s policies: Harris, who
has decried President Vladimir
Putin’s “brutality,” would like-
ly carry on President Joe Biden’s
policy of support, albeit with-
in the strict limits on Ukraine’s
ability to strike deep inside

Russian territory that have
frustrated Kyiv’s leaders.
“President Biden has made it
clear from the beginning of this
conflict that his top priority has
been to avoid an all-out war
with Russia. I think that
remains the top American pri-
ority,” said Malcom Chalmers,
deputy director general at the
Royal United Services Institute
in London.
The US has provided Ukraine
more than USD 59.5 billion in
military weapons and assis-
tance since Russia invaded in
February 2022. But throughout,
Kyiv has been captive to fraught
American politics that often
undermined its battlefield
potential.
Ukraine lost territory and man-
power as weapons stocks dwin-
dled during the six months it
took the US Congress to pass
an aid package. Even promised
military assistance has failed to
arrive on time or in sufficient
quantities.
Ukraine is still hoping for
Western approval of strikes
inside Russian territory with

longer-range weapons supplied
by its allies. It also holds hun-
dreds of square kilometres in
Russia’s Kursk region after an
incursion in August.
Still, Biden’s commitment to
support Ukraine has never
wavered. Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin announced a
USD 400 million package dur-
ing his recent visit. Zelenskyy
said he expects another worth
USD 800 million, the first
tranche for Ukraine’s produc-
tion of long-range capabili-
ties. Still another USD 8 billion
is expected by the end of the
year.
Trump’s vague vows and
praise for Putin: Trump has
repeatedly taken issue with US
aid to Ukraine, made vague
vows to end the war and has
praised Putin.
He also is considered highly
unpredictable.
Some Ukrainian officials even
privately welcome this quality,
saying it could bring about
results quicker. But so much is
unknown about what deci-
sions Trump would make.

“He has emphasised that he has
a very different approach to
Ukraine than Kamala Harris.
And if what he’s saying now is
translated into action, then it’s
going to be a very rocky peri-
od for Ukraine,” Chalmers
said.
“Donald Trump is raising the
very distinct probability that
the United States will cut off
most if not all military aid to
Ukraine, which given that the
situation on the ground,
although deadlocked, is one
which Russia currently has the
advantage, could tip the bal-
ance in Russia’s favour,” he
added.
Podolyak said Trump “under-
stands the logic” of Zelenskyy’s
plans after meeting with him.
“Mr. Trump realised that there
is no way to agree on some-
thing in this war, because it is
necessary to ensure Russia’s
compulsion to understand
what a war is, what conse-
quences Russia will have in this
war. That is, Russia can be
forced to do something, but not
asked.”
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The global economic
Commerce and Industry

Minister Piyush Goyal will
discuss ways to increase
cooperation with Saudi
Arabia in areas like renewable
energy, digital infrastructure,
and manufacturing during his
two-day visit, an official
statement said on Monday.
The visit to Riyadh will begin
from Tuesday.
The commerce and industry
ministry said Goyal will
participate in the Future
Investment Initiative (FII) in
Riyadh, a crucial platform that
brings together global leaders,
investors, and innovators.
His participation will
highlight India's rapid
economic growth, its focus on
sustainable development, AI,
and the immense
opportunities in sectors like
renewable energy, digital

infrastructure, and advanced
manufacturing, it said.
On the sidelines of the FII, the
minister will engage with
prominent global investors.
"These interactions aim to
strengthen investor
confidence, facilitate
investment flows, and
promote India as a preferred
global investment
destination," it said.
He will also hold bilateral
meetings with key Saudi
ministers, including the
Minister of Commerce,
Minister of Industry and
Mineral Resources, Minister
of Investment, and Minister of
Energy, to discuss
collaborative efforts in energy
transition, digital
transformation, and trade
facilitation. Further, he will
co-chair the second
ministerial meeting of the
Economy and Investment
Committee under the India-

Saudi Strategic Partnership
Council, focusing on sectors
like agriculture, food security,
energy, technology, and
infrastructure.
India is the second largest
trade partner for Saudi Arabia
whereas Saudi Arabia is
India's fourth largest trading
partner.
The bilateral trade between
the two countries stood at
USD 43 billion in 2023-24 as
against USD 53 billion in
2022-23.
Over 2,700 Indian companies
are registered as joint
ventures/100 percent owned
entities, with investments
worth about USD 2 billion in
the Kingdom.
Major Indian companies and
corporate groups such as L&T,
TATA, Wipro, TCS, TCIL,
Shapoorji & Pallonji have
established a strong presence
in Saudi Arabia.
Saudi direct investments in

India amounted to USD 3.22
billion during April 2000 and
June 2024.
Major Saudi investment
groups include ARAMCO,
SABIC, ZAMIL, E-holidays,
and Al Batterjee Group.
policy agenda has been the
strengthening of India's
financial sector. The
soundness of our banking
system marked by low levels
of NPAs (nonperforming
assets) and enhanced
provisioning for bad loans
reflects the reforms we have
undertaken to improve asset
quality," she said.
She added that by 2047, as
India celebrates 100 years of
independence, "we will have a
chance to define a new era of
prosperity, not just for our
own citizens, but for the
global community as well. 
"India's role in the world is
expanding, and we stand
ready to engage constructively
with the international
community, sharing our
innovations and contributing
to global peace and
prosperity," she said, as she
cited the example of the
COVID-19 pandemic during
which India supplied vaccines
developed and manufactured
by it to nations across the
world.  "The coming decades
will be defined by how
effectively India manages its
demographic dividend,
strengthens its global
partnerships, and navigates
the complexity of a rapidly
changing world," she said.

	����� ��������	

Shortage of Cold-Rolled
Grain-Oriented (CRGO)

steel used for making
transformers and electric
motors could impact India's
ambitious power sector
expansion plans, think tank
GTRI said on Monday.
The Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) said that
India's power sector is facing
a 30 per cent shortage of
CRGO steel, essential for
electric motors and
transformers.
With domestic production
meeting only about 10-12 per
cent of demand, India relies
heavily on imports, it added.
It said the immediate cause
of the CRGO steel shortage is
import uncertainty caused by
the delayed license renewals
by the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) for many
foreign suppliers from Japan,
South Korea and China.
Many of the licenses are set
to expire soon, causing
shortages and uncertainty in
the power sector, it said,
adding that foreign suppliers
require BIS certification
under a Quality Control
Order, which ensures quality
but restricts options to a few
approved grades and
vendors.
The entire BIS process needs
an urgent review by
independent auditors, the
think tank said.
"In the long term, India must
prioritise local production, as
CRGO is now considered a
strategic material, and supply
may remain limited. Without
action, this shortage could

jeopardise India's ambitious
energy goals," GTRI Founder
Ajay Srivastava said.
CRGO's grain orientation
reduces energy loss, making
it essential for transformer
cores, which are central to
India's power distribution
network.
In FY 2024, India, one of the
largest consumers of CRGO
steel, required 400,000
tonnes. With only 50,000
tonnes produced
domestically, it had to import
239.2 thousand tonnes from
countries like China, Japan,
Russia and South Korea.
After exporting 11.4
thousand tonnes, only 277.8
thousand tonnes were
available for local use,
leaving a shortfall of 122.2
thousand tonnes, or 30.6 per
cent of total demand, it said.

It added that India's CRGO
demand is expected to grow
by 10-12 per cent annually,
driven by the expanding
power sector and the goal to
integrate 500 GW of
renewable energy into the
grid by 2030.
Srivastava said that the
demand will also grow as the
Bureau of Energy Efficiency
has mandated a star-label
upgrade for distribution
transformers starting
January 1, 2025, pushing the
industry to seek higher-grade
CRGO steel.
"This CRGO shortage could
impact energy and
manufacturing targets. This
shortage also limits India's
transformer and motor
exports. 
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), who

need small amounts of this
steel, are hit hardest, as prices
have soared due to uncertain
supplies," he added.
To address the CRGO steel
shortage, immediate and
long-term measures are
essential, he said, adding that
the BIS should expedite its
approval process for CRGO
imports to prevent license
expirations and ensure a
steady supply.
Additionally, BIS should
expand the list of approved
CRGO grades and suppliers
to support smaller
manufacturers and MSMEs,
who are the most vulnerable
to these shortages, he added.
"At the government level,
support for domestic
production is crucial, and
allowing zero-duty imports
of raw materials for CRGO
production, as seen in
countries like China, the US
and Germany, could boost
local output," it said.
Building a CRGO plant
would require significant
investment ?of around USD
400-USD 600 million for a
facility with an annual
capacity of 100,000-150,000
tonnes and could take 3-5
years to complete, with
potential government
incentives supporting this
development, it said.
The Quality Control Order
(QCO) for CRGO steel,
implemented by the Bureau
of Indian Standards (BIS) in
2020, mandates that all
CRGO steel imported for use
in India must meet specific
performance standards
under BIS certification, it
added.
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Consumers are exploring
both luxury and

sustainable alternatives,
setting the stage for a new era
in the Indian automotive
sector, according to a survey
by Grant Thornton Bharat.
As per the survey -- 'Shifting
Gears: Understanding
Passenger Vehicle Market
Trends', 85 per cent of the
respondents were considering
premium models and there is
an increasing preference for
hybrid vehicles over electric
vehicles (EVs).
The survey gathered insights
from over 3,500 respondents
across the country.
According to the survey, 40
per cent of respondents now
prefer hybrid vehicles,
compared to only 17 per cent
favouring EVs.
In contrast, 34 per cent still
lean toward petrol vehicles,
reflecting the transitional
nature of the market, it said.
This growing alignment with
hybrids suggests that
consumers are exploring
sustainable options, while
waiting for more robust EV
infrastructure and incentives,
the survey found.
Therefore, with hybrid
vehicles gaining traction, they
are expected to act as a bridge,
building consumer familiarity

with alternative technologies
and ultimately accelerating
future EV adoption, it opined.
This trend underscores the
need for automakers to focus
on both hybrid and electric
solutions to meet evolving
consumer expectations and
prepare for a sustainable
automotive future, as per the
survey findings.
"As market dynamics evolve,
automakers must adapt to
shifting consumer
preferences," Grant Thornton
Bharat Partner and Auto &
EV Industry Leader Saket
Mehra said.
Elaborating on further
findings, he noted that the
festive season, which typically
accounts for 30-40 per cent of
annual sales, is critical for the
Indian automotive industry.
However, high inventory
levels, weather disruptions,
and regional elections have
tempered growth this year, he
added.
The utility vehicle (UV) and

sports utility vehicle (SUV)
segments have continued to
drive the market, witnessing
13 per cent year-on-year
growth and now making up
65 per cent of passenger
vehicle (PV) sales, he said.
Despite a muted first half of
FY25, with overall domestic
sales rising by just 0.5 per
cent, the sustained demand
for SUVs and UVs reflects the
growing consumer preference
for versatile vehicles, Mehra
said.
However, inventory levels
remain a challenge, with 7.9
lakh units worth Rs 79,000
crore stockpiled as of
September 2024, he added.
Automakers have an
opportunity to meet rising
consumer demand through
substantial festive discounts,
with nearly 90 per cent of
respondents expecting such
offers, Mehra said.
The survey also found that
subscription models launched
by companies are also gaining
traction.
Besides, there is an increased
demand for safety features in
the car models.
Growing consumer awareness
has shifted the focus to
vehicle safety, with advanced
safety features becoming a top
priority for buyers, overtaking
traditional factors like design
or performance, it said.
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India remains highly
dependent on imports for

minerals critical to
accelerating its energy
transition, with a full reliance
on shipping in lithium, cobalt
and nickel, according to a
report released Monday.
The report, published by the
Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial
Analysis (IEEFA), said that
India's demand for critical
minerals is expected to more
than double by 2030, while
domestic mining operations
may take over a decade to
start producing.
It stresses that India needs a
carefully crafted import
strategy to mitigate potential
trade risks while balancing
international relationships to
secure these essential
minerals.
IEEFA's report examines five
critical minerals (and their
compounds) - cobalt, copper,
graphite, lithium and nickel -
from the perspectives of
import dependency, trade
dynamics, domestic
availability, and global price

fluctuations.
The findings show that India
remains largely import-
dependent for these minerals
and their compounds, with
100 per cent import reliance
for minerals like lithium,
cobalt, and nickel.
"India should strive to de-risk
its critical minerals sourcing
by identifying new
international resources and
expediting domestic
production. 
A concerted effort to partner
with and foster bilateral
relations with mineral-rich
nations should be a priority
for India," said the report's
co-author Charith Konda,
Energy Specialist, IEEFA.
"The country can also explore
investment opportunities in
resource-rich, friendly
nations, such as Australia and
Chile, as well as African
countries like Ghana and
South Africa," he added.
The report said India
depends heavily on China for
synthetic graphite and
natural graphite and it should
explore cooperation
initiatives with countries like
Mozambique, Madagascar,

Brazil and Tanzania which
are some of the highest
graphite producing countries.
"As part of the Global South
cooperation initiatives, these
countries could be favourable
partners for India for
graphite trading," said the
report's co-author Kaira
Rakheja, Energy Analyst,
IEEFA.
India is also highly import-
dependent for copper
cathodes and nickel sulphates
from just two countries -
Japan and Belgium. The
report suggests India could
look at the US, the fifth

largest producer of copper in
the world, to diversify its
suppliers and enhance supply
security.
For minerals like lithium
oxide and nickel oxide, the
dependency is low on one
country, but overall imports
largely come from Russia and
China, both countries with
potential trade risks.
"Developing domestic
lithium refining capacity will
help India integrate with the
global lithium supply chain,"
said Rakheja.
The report also notes the
significant efforts that the

Indian government is making
to improve domestic
production of critical
minerals with the auctions by
the Ministry of Mines and the
planned Critical Minerals
Mission.
"The critical minerals mining
block auctions can serve as an
opportunity for India to focus
on building refining and
processing capabilities to
emerge as a global value-
adding hub," said Rakheja.
"Government support in the
form of viability gap funding
and technology development
will help promote such
auctions and ultimately the
domestic production of
critical minerals. 
"A stable supply of critical
minerals is imperative for
India to achieve its renewable
energy goals," Konda said.
India has committed to
achieving 500 gigawatts
(GW) of non-fossil fuel-
based electricity installed
capacity by 2030.
Currently, the country's
renewable energy installed
capacity stands at 201 GW,
with solar energy accounting
for 91 GW.
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Shares of solar panel maker
Waaree Energies Ltd on

Monday listed with a
premium of nearly 70 per cent
against the issue price of Rs
1,503.
The stock made its market
debut at Rs 2,550, reflecting a
jump of 69.66 per cent from
the issue price on the BSE. It
further surged 72.98 per cent
to Rs 2,600.
At the NSE, the stock listed at
Rs 2,500, surging 66.33 per
cent.The company's market
valuation stood at Rs
67,866.35 crore.The initial
public offer of Waaree
Energies Ltd garnered 76.34
times subscription on the last
day of share sale on
Wednesday, helped by strong
participation from
institutional buyers.The Rs
4,321.44-crore initial share
sale had a price band of Rs
1,427 to Rs 1,503 per share.
The IPO was a combination

of a fresh issue of equity
shares aggregating to Rs 3,600
crore and an Offer-for-Sale
(OFS) of 48 lakh equity shares
worth Rs 721.44 crore, at the
upper end of the price band,
by a promoter and existing
shareholders.Proceeds from
the fresh issue will be used for
setting up the 6 GW
(gigawatt) of the Ingot Wafer,
Solar Cell and Solar PV
module manufacturing
facility in Odisha. Besides, a
portion will be used for
general corporate purposes.
Waaree Energies, one of the
major players in the solar
energy industry in India, is
focused on PV module
manufacturing with an
aggregate installed capacity of
12 GW as of June 30, 2023.
It operates five manufacturing
facilities with one factory
each, located at Surat, Tumb,
Nandigram and Chikhli in
Gujarat, and the IndoSolar
Facility, in Noida, Uttar
Pradesh.
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)

approved a proposal from Air
India to carry out
modifications in aircraft
interiors in-house as the Tata
Group-owned airline works
on revamping its fleet and
expanding operations.
The full-service carrier has a
collaboration with Tata
Technologies to enhance
aircraft interiors in its fleet.
In a release on Monday, Air
India said the Design
Organisation Approval
(DOA) from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) will enable the
airline to independently make
design changes in-house and
implement modifications to
its aircraft interiors more
efficiently.
"DOA is a transformative step
towards enhancing Air India's
in-house capabilities, which
has been bolstered by
decisions to set up its own
engineering, maintenance
and training facilities. This
will enhance operational
efficiency and make the
airline more self-reliant," it
added.
An official said the approval
will also allow Air India to
offer the services to other

Indian airlines in the future.
Air India is the first Indian
airline to attain this level of
authorisation, accelerating its
ability to execute restoration
tasks for continuous
improvement of its fleet, the
release said.
Air India Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
said the approval reaffirms its
capabilities to maintain the
fleet and commitment to
enhancing the customer
experience of its aircraft
interiors.
"By leveraging our global
aerospace expertise, we are
committed to delivering next-
generation aircraft interiors
that not only meet the highest
standards of functionality and
safety but also enhance
customer satisfaction," Tata
Technologies Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director Warren Harris said.
The approval also comes at a
time when Air India is
retrofitting its legacy planes

and has also placed
significant orders for new
aircraft.
According to the release on
Monday, the partnership with
Tata Technologies will help
Air India streamline its
operations by integrating
innovative digital thread
solutions and smart
maintenance, repair, and
overhaul (MRO) services.
"This will improve
operational efficiency, reduce
downtime, and ensure that
Air India's fleet remains fit to
fly, further enhancing
passenger safety, comfort and
operational reliability," the
release said.
Tata Air India Group has
three airlines -- Air India, Air
India Express and Vistara,
which is a joint venture
between Tatas and Singapore
Airlines.Air India and Air
India Express together have
more than 230 planes.Vistara,
which has a fleet of 70 planes,
is set to be merged with Air
India on November 11.
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The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) urged

consumers to adopt a more
thoughtful approach to gold
and silver buying that is
backed by the enduring trust
of Hallmark. 
Traditionally, Dhanteras
marks the time when families
invest in gold, a symbol of
good fortune, wealth, and
future security. 
BIS has been instrumental in
driving this transformation,
encouraging consumers to
make informed purchases by
promoting the importance of
hallmarked gold and silver
jewellery.
Pramod Kumar Tiwari,
Director General, BIS said
"We are committed to
safeguarding consumers' gold
investments during
Dhanteras and beyond with
BIS HUID based Hallmark.
With BIS Hallmark and the
easy-to-use BIS CARE App,
consumers can be assured of
the authenticity of their
jewellery purchases."
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As the weeks go by,
Liverpool is showing the

quality and resilience to be
Manchester City’s chief title
rival in the Premier League
this season.
Liverpool twice came from
behind to draw 2-2 at Arsenal
on Sunday, with Mohamed
Salah scoring the second
equalizer in the 81st minute at
Emirates Stadium.
It’s just one loss in 13 games in
all competitions for Liverpool
under new manager Arne Slot
this season. A testing past
week has seen the Reds beat
Chelsea 2-1 in the league, eke
out a 1-0 win in Leipzig in the
Champions League, and now
battle back for a draw at
Arsenal - the other likely
challenger for City’s crown.
If Liverpool’s inner belief is

growing, then doubts might be
increasing about Arsenal’s
durability in the title race after
finishing runner-up to City for
the past two seasons.
The biggest concern might be
the list of injuries, to which
defenders Gabriel and Jurrien
Timber were added after they
came off in the second half.
With defensive linchpin
William Saliba missing
through suspension, Arsenal
finished the game with a
makeshift back four and paid
the price as a long ball forward
from Trent Alexander-Arnold
found Darwin Nunez, who
crossed for Salah to sidefoot
home.
It left Liverpool in second
place, a point behind City, and
Arsenal five points off the pace
after nine games.
Arsenal winger Bukayo Saka
said his teammates were a “bit

disappointed.”
“We just felt we didn’t show
our best selves for the 90
minutes,” said Saka, who
opened the scoring in the
ninth minute on his return
from a hamstring injury.
Virgil van Dijk equalized with
a header from a corner, only
for Spain midfielder Mikel
Merino to head in Declan
Rice’s free kick to put Arsenal
back in front.
Salah’s equalizer meant he has
scored against Arsenal in eight
straight seasons and remains
Liverpool’s man for the big
occasion.
As for Arsenal manager Mikel
Arteta, he was left to bemoan
his team’s lack of “courage” in
the second half as the
attacking intent faded and
defensive injuries told.
By the end, a midfielder,
Thomas Partey, was playing at

right back and 18-year-old
rookie Myles Lewis-Skelly was
at left back.
Arteta said Gabriel, who went
down with a left knee injury,
“can’t run” and would be
assessed.
TEN HAG FRUSTRATED: If
seeing a player miss an open
goal wasn’t bad enough for
Erik ten Hag, the Manchester
United manager then had to
endure the VAR overturning
an on-field decision to give a
stoppage-time penalty that
plunged his team to a 2-1
defeat at West Ham.
Jarrod Bowen converted a
highly disputed penalty in the
second minute of added-on
time after a foul by Matthijs de
Ligt as United counted the cost
of a string of wasted chances,
notably when Diogo Dalot
sidefooted over when faced
with an empty net in the first

half.
“We have to score, we created
so many chances,” said Ten
Hag, whose United team has
lost four of its nine games and
is languishing in 14th place in
the 20-team standings.
Crysencio Summerville put
West Ham ahead against the
run of play in the 74th before
Casemiro equalized for United
at Olympic Stadium.
PALMER SHINES: With an
exquisite pass and the winning
goal, Cole Palmer shone again
for Chelsea in a 2-1 victory
over Newcastle.
It was the England playmaker’s
curling 50-meter pass behind
Newcastle’s defense that sent
away Pedro Neto down the left
to set up Nicolas Jackson for
Chelsea’s 18th-minute opener.
Alexander Isak equalized but
Palmer drove home his
seventh goal of the season in

the 47th to secure the victory
for Chelsea at Stamford
Bridge. With five assists, too,
Palmer has a league-leading 12
goals involvements this
campaign.
“It is the reason why people
pay (to come), they want to see
that kind of player,” Chelsea
manager Enzo Maresca said of
Palmer.
PALACE FINALLY WINS:
Crystal Palace finally claimed
its first league win of the
season by beating Tottenham
1-0 thanks to Jean-Philippe
Mateta’s goal to climb out of
the bottom three.
It lifted the pressure on
manager Oliver Glasner,
whose arrival in February
inspired Palace to a strong
finish to last season but who
struggled to get the best out of
the team in the first two
months of this campaign.
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Chirag Chikkara became
only the third Indian to
become Under-23 world

champion as India capped a
rich haul of nine medals,
including a gold and silver
each, at the age group
tournament here
Chikkara, competing in the
men’s freestyle 57kg category,
eked out a narrow 4-3 in the
closing seconds of the final win
over Abdymalik Karachov of
Kyrgyzstan.
He becomes the second Indian
man, after Paris Olympics
bronze medallist Aman
Sehrawat, to win the gold at the
U23 Championships.
Sehrawat had achieved the feat
in the same category in the
2022 edition of the meet while
Reetika Hooda had become
the first Indian woman to bag a
gold at the tournament when
she won in the 76kg category

last year.
Ravi Kumar Dahiya had also
won a silver in the U23 World
Championships in 2018.
Chikkara reached the final
after a series of dominant
performances, defeating
Gaukoto Ozawa 6-1 in the pre-
quarterfinals, Iunus Iavbatirov
12-2 in the last eight stage and
Allan Oralbek 8-0 in the
semifinals.
India’s medal haul in the men’s
freestyle category also included
two bronze medals, placing the
nation fourth in the team
standings with 82 points,
trailing Iran (158), Japan (102),
and Azerbaijan (100).
India also won two more
bronze in men’s freestyle taking
the country’s medal count in
the category to four that
secured the nation a fourth
place in the team rankings.
Iran topped the team rankings
with 158 points followed by
Japan (102), Azerbaijan (100)

and INida (82).
Vicky defeated former U20
World Championships silver
medalist and European junior
champion Ivan Prymachenko
of Ukraine with a convincing
7-2 margin to win bronze in
the men’s 97kg freestyle event.
It is the highest weight
category at which India have
medalled at this tournament.
Vicky had defeated Merab
Suleimanishvili of Georgia via
fall in round of 16, Radu Lefter
of Moldova 5-0 in quartefinal
before losing to Mahdi
Hajiloueian Morafah of Iran in
semifinals.
Having narrowly missed a final
berth the other day, Sujeet
Kalkal bounced back from
being 0-4 down to beat
Mustafo Akhmedov of
Tajikistan 13-4 and win bronze
in men’s 70kg freestyle.
Sujeet had beaten Georgi
Antoanov Zhizgov 10-0 in
round of 32, Tugsjargal

Erdenebat 7-4 in pre-quarters,
Narek Pohosian 6-1 before
losing to eventual gold
medallist Magomed Basihr
Khaniev 4-8 in the final
seconds the semifinal.
Abhishek Dhaka had earlier
won a bronze as India finished
with four medals (one gold and
three bronze), bettering their
previous year’s performance
where they had bagged two
bronze in the freestyle
category.
The Indian women’s wrestling
team also excelled earlier,
bringing home one silver and
three bronze medals: Anjli
claimed silver in the 59kg
category, while Neha Sharma
(57kg), Shiksha (65kg), and
Monika (68kg) each secured
bronze.
Additionally, Vishvajit More
earned a bronze in the men’s
55kg Greco-Roman category,
rounding off India’s impressive
tally at the championships.
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Salima Tete was named
captain of the 18-member

Indian women’s hockey team
announced on Monday for the
Asian Champions Trophy
scheduled to be held from
November 11 to 20 at the
newly-developed Rajgir
Hockey Stadium in Bihar.
Navneet Kaur will serve as
Tete’s deputy. India enter the
competition with high
expectations, having clinched
the title at last year’s edition in
Ranchi.
The team will face stiff
competition from five other
nations, including reigning
Olympic silver-medallists
China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia,
and Thailand, in the battle for
continental supremacy.
India will open their campaign
against Malaysia on November
11.
Speaking on the team selection
and their preparation for the
tournament, dynamic mid-
fielder Tete said: “It’s an
incredible feeling to lead the
team into another major
tournament, especially as
defending champions.
“We have trained rigorously
and have a strong unit with
both experienced players and
young talent. Our goal is to
defend our title and play with
the same passion and
determination we showed last
year.”
The goalkeeping duties will be
shared between the
experienced Savita and rising
talent Bichu Devi Kharibam.
The defence will be anchored

by a solid line-up, featuring
Udita, Jyoti, Ishika Chaudhary,
Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam,
and Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke.
In the mid-field, captain Tete
will be supported by Neha,
Sharmila Devi, Manisha
Chauhan, Sunelita Toppo, and
Lalremsiami, all known for
their dynamic play.
The forward line-up boasts
firepower with Navneet Kaur,
Sangita Kumari, Deepika,
Preeti Dubey, and Beauty
Dungdung leading the charge.
Notably, Sushila and Beauty
Dungdung make their return
to the team after successfully
completing their rehabilitation.
“We are confident in our
preparation and the chemistry
we’ve built within the team.
Playing in front of our home
crowd is a huge boost, and we
are ready to face tough
competition from the best
teams in Asia,” vice-captain
Navneet said.
“Working alongside Salima has
been great, and we are
determined to make this
tournament a memorable one,”
she added.

INDIA:
Goalkeepers: Savita, Bichu
Devi Kharibam.
Defenders: Udita, Jyoti,
Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke,
Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam,
Ishika Chaudhary.
Midfielders: Neha, Salima
Tete, Sharmila Devi, Manisha
Chauhan, Sunelita Toppo,
Lalremsiami.
Forwards: Navneet Kaur,
Preeti Dubey, Sangita Kumari,
Deepika, Beauty Dungdung.
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Harry Kane scored his 15th
goal of the season as

Bayern Munich eased to a 5-0
win over Bochum in the
Bundesliga to lift some of the
gloom from its heavy
midweek loss at Barcelona.
Jamal Musiala scored a
header and set up Kane’s goal
in Musiala’s first start since
Oct. 2 following a hip injury
in a win that looked like a
return to business as usual for
Bayern following one win
from its previous five games
in all competitions.
“We just want to take a step
forward in every game and we
enjoy scoring goals,” Musiala
told broadcaster DAZN. Of
the 4-1 loss to Barcelona on
Wednesday, he added: “It was
really bitter and it hurt us, but
we’re looking ahead.”
Michael Olise got Bayern

started when he lofted a free
kick over the wall and into the
net in the 16th minute, before
Musiala headed in for 2-0
soon after. Musiala dribbled
past a defender and passed for
Kane to score in the 57th. 
The England captain has nine
Bundesliga goals this season,
making him the league’s joint-
top scorer with Eintracht
Frankfurt’s Omar Marmoush.
Leroy Sané, who’s struggled
for fitness in recent months,
came off the bench to score
his first Bundesliga goal in
nearly a year in style with a
drive into the top-left corner.
Kingsley Coman made it five
with a shot that bounced in

off the crossbar.
Bayern reclaimed top spot on
goal difference ahead of
Leipzig, which had moved up

to first Saturday with a 3-1
win over Freiburg.
A 3-2 loss at Bochum last
season helped lose Bayern

Munich the title, and the
home team nearly took a
shock lead early in Sunday’s
game. Moritz Broschinski
beat Kim Min-Jae to a long
pass and shot past goalkeeper
Manuel Neuer, but his effort
was so lacking in power that
Kim was able to chase it down
and clear it before it crossed
the line.
In the end, it was more misery
for a team which is last in the
Bundesliga and on Sunday
marked exactly five months
since its last win in a
competitive game. 
Bochum fired coach Peter
Zeidler last week after eight
games and no wins in all

competitions, and has named
coaches Markus Feldhoff and
Murat Ural in joint charge
“until further notice.”
UNION BERLIN MISSES
OUT: A tight video-review
offside call in added time
denied Union Berlin a
potential winner that would
have sent it to third place in
the Bundesliga. Union was
held to a 1-1 draw with 10-
man Eintracht Frankfurt.
Mario Götze had given
Frankfurt the lead early on
but Benedict Hollerbach
leveled the score for Union -
though only after VAR
overturned an offside call.
Frankfurt lost defender
Arthur Theate to a second
yellow card in the 77th.
Union is fourth and
Frankfurt sixth.
Also Sunday, Heidenheim is
10th after drawing 0-0 with
15th-place Hoffenheim.
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Sergio Perez climbed into his car
for the Mexico City Grand Prix as

nearly 155,000 fans at his home race
shouted “Checo! Checo! Checo!” in
adoration of the wildly popular
Formula 1 driver. 
It was a critical race for the slumping
Perez - he said repeatedly all
weekend it is his favorite event of the
year - and he knows his job is in
danger because of his lack of
performance. 
Alas, Perez could not deliver for his
hopeful fans or for Red Bull Racing.
After a 17th-place finish Sunday,
team principal Christian Horner
would not guarantee Perez will
finish the season. 
Horner had been emphatic two days
earlier that the contract extension
Perez signed earlier this year was
valid for 2025. But he has
performance clauses in his existing
contract, and when The Associated
Press asked Horner directly if Perez
would finish this season, Horner
refused to endorse the driver for the
final four races. 
“There comes a point in time that
difficult decisions have to be made,”
Horner said. “We’re now third in the
constructors championship.”
Horner did say Perez would be in the
car next weekend in Brazil. 
Horner admitted the Mexican “had a
horrible weekend” that started when
he was eliminated in the first round
of Saturday qualifying, relegating
him to an 18th-place starting
position. Perez was then outside his
box at the start and received a five-
second penalty.
He later got into a wheel-to-wheel
battle with Liam Lawson of Red Bull
sister team RB, and the contact
caused damage that made Perez’s car

uncompetitive. 
A win by Carlos Sainz moved Ferrari
ahead of Red Bull for second in the
lucrative constructor standings and
the two-time reigning champions of
the prize that pays an estimated $150
million is now a longshot to win it
for the third consecutive year. 
Red Bull’s slip in that category is
largely because of Perez’s failures.
He’s eighth in the standings, winless
on the year, and crashed out of three
races. 
“He knows Formula 1 is a results-
based business, and you know,
inevitably, when you’re not
delivering, then the spotlight is
firmly on,” Horner said. “When
anyone is underperforming, there is
always going to be scrutiny on that.
You know, as a team, we need to
have both (drivers) scoring points.”

Max Verstappen has scored 362
points this season; Perez has scored
just 150.
“We’re working with him as hard as
we can to try and support him,”
Horner said. “We’ve done everything
that we can to support Checo, and
we’ll continue to do so in Brazil next
weekend. But there comes a point in
time that you can only do so much.”
Perez, although disappointed with
his weekend, didn’t sound like a
driver worried about his job. 
“This has been a complicated
weekend,” he said. “I always say it’s
my dream to win the grand prix in
Mexico and I’ll try again next year.
After all of the support from all of
these fans, it’s incredible. They have
given me so much, it’s all worth it for
them. We’ll try again for them next
year stronger.”

His future - or lack of one in F1 -
could be a problem for the Mexico
City race, which heads into the final
year of its current contract seeking
an extension. The race this weekend
drew a record 404,958 spectators
and was sold out for the ninth
consecutive year. 
But many of the fans who attend
come to see Perez, and attendance
could slip if he or another Mexican
driver isn’t on the F1 grid. Event
president Alejandro Soberón said
tickets for this weekend went on sale
two weeks after Perez crashed out of
last year’s race seconds after it
started and still sold out in two
hours. 
Tickets for 2025 will again go on sale
in two weeks, and it is unclear if
Perez’s status for next year will be
determined even though Horner

had been adamant Friday he was
under contract for 2025. 
Soberon believes the race will have
high demand.
“There’s very few races who have a
local driver. Everybody of course
would love to have a local driver, but
the first year we did the race here
50% of the fans were in a red T-shirt,
so Ferrari has a wonderful following
here,” he said. “We have no more
capacity. We could have drawn
600,000 if we had unlimited
capacity, we could have another
200,000 here, but we cannot put
them.
“That’s why it sold out so fast in one
year in advance. Probably without
Checo maybe a drop of 20%, 25%,
naturally, (but) still would be a
sellout.”
Soberón also said the Mexico City
Grand Prix is so unique - it
embraces the Mexican culture and
incorporates it in the paddock and
throughout the venue - and is a
destination race for F1 fans outside
of the country. He noted that the
event is a boon for the local
economy, with everything from
hotels, restaurants and
transportation services fully booked
all week. 
“The Mexican crowd, the fandom, is
very strong for F1 in general.
Obviously, Checo is a great
enhancement for this,” he said. “But
Mexico has been very close to the
heart of F1. We have a much better
show on track today to what we had
five years ago. I think competition
and quality of the spectacle at the
track is going to be enough to
sustain the interest of the crowd, so
we as a promoter of the race, we’re
very excited trying to figure out a
way to extend our (F1) contract
regardless of Checo.
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India will be hoping to
resolve their batting
brittleness in their quest to

win the third and final
women's ODI and seal the
series against New Zealand
here on Tuesday. 
It was clear from the first
match, which the hosts won
by 59 runs through a fine
effort by the bowlers, that
India's batting is not in top
shape, and the second one-
dayer underscored that
reality. India's batting went a
notch down on Friday as they
were bundled out for 183
while chasing 260. 
It was a tough target indeed,
but not improbable in nature
as Indian batters succumbed to
spot-on White Ferns bowlers
and to their own indiscretions.
It required a record ninth-
wicket stand of 70 runs
between Radha Yadav and
Saima Thakor to add a touch of

respectability to India's run
chase. 
Even the overall picture is not a
rosy one, as Indian batters are
yet to score an individual fifty
across two matches. 
Radha's 48 in the second ODI

is the highest individual score
from India's side during this
series, and the home team will
require a drastic turnaround in
the final match. 
For that, India's power troika
upfront -- openers Smriti

Mandhana, Shafali Verma and
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur --
will have to fire in unison. It
can have a ripple effect in a
strong-on-paper middle-order
consisting of Jemimah
Rodrigues, Deepti Sharma and

Tejal Hasabnis. 
Mandhana's form continues to
be a bit of concern as she
hardly looked a pale shadow of
her customary gracefully
dominant batter. 
She is yet to reach two-figure
score against New Zealand,
and a series decider could be a
perfect occasion for her to
rewrite the script. 
On the other hand, Indian
bowlers continued their good
effort despite conceding 259 in
the previous match. 
At one stage, the visitors were
87 for no loss in 14 overs and
139 for 3 in 30 overs, but the
Indian bowlers did well to rein
them back and limit to a total
less than 280-290 that at one
stage looked achievable. 
The left-arm spinner Radha
has once again been impressive
with a four-wicket haul to go
with the three wickets she
plucked in the first game. 
She will need to be at her best
once more to keep the free-

flowing New Zealand batters
in check. 
New Zealand have also been
bolstered by the presence of
veteran pacer Lea Tahuhu who
replaced injured Moly Penfold
in the eleven and immediately
impressed with a three-wicket
haul. 

THE TEAMS (FROM): 
India: Harmanpreet Kaur (C),
Smriti Mandhana, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Shafali Verma,
Deepti Sharma, Richa Ghosh
(WK), Pooja Vastrakar,
Renuka Thakur Singh, Radha
Yadav, Meghna Singh, Devika
Vaidya, Amanjot Kaur, Anjali
Sarvani, Taniyaa Bhatia,
Yastika Bhatia. 
New Zealand: Sophie Devine
(C), Suzie Bates, Maddy Green,
Lauren Down, Brooke
Halliday, Katey Martin (WK),
Hayley Jensen, Jess Kerr, Fran
Jonas, Hannah Rowe, Molly
Penfold, Lea Tahuhu, Izzy
Gaze, Georgia Plimmer.
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Pakistan's white-ball coach
Gary Kirsten on Monday

stepped down after
developing a rift with the
country's cricket board within
six months of his
appointment.
The 56-year-old South
African, who coached India
to victory at the 2011 ODI
World, was appointed by the
PCB (Pakistan Cricket Board)
in April end this year.
"The Pakistan Cricket Board
today announced Jason
Gillespie will coach the
Pakistan men's cricket team
on next month's white-ball
tour of Australia after Gary
Kirsten submitted his
resignation, which was
accepted," the PCB posted on
'X'.
Red-ball coach Gillispie,
however, has made it clear to
the PCB that he can only
manage things for the white-
ball tour of Australia which
starts November 4 and is not
interested in a permanent role
as the limited overs coach, a
reliable source aware of the
development said.
"Gillispie has informed the
board they should look for a
replacement for Kirsten for
the white ball games in
Zimbabwe and onwards," he
added.Though the PCB didn't

give the reason for Kirsten's
sudden resignation, the
source confirmed that it was
because he was not involved
when the board announced
the squads for the Australia
and Zimbabwe tours and the
new captain of the white ball
format on Sunday.The PCB
has withdrawn the coaches
selection powers. Selection is
now exclusively the domain of
the selection committee.
"Kirsten was not happy with
the abrupt manner in which
the board took away his
powers in selection and other
team matters and made this
very clear to Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi on Sunday
before sending in his
resignation," another insider
said.
He expressed fear that even
Gillispie might end up
resigning soon as he is also
not happy with the current
shift in how teams are
selected now solely by the
selection committee and
coaches have no role in this.
Kirsten had been working as a
batting coach with the Indian
Premier League franchise
Gujarat Titans before taking
up the role in Paksitan.
The team is riding high on a
come-from-behind 2-1
triumph over visiting England
in a Test series that concluded
last week.
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India's Rayhan Thomas
registered a second top-10

finish on the Asian Tour,
ending up tied-seventh at the
International Series Thailand
after being three off the lead
after 54 holes.
The UAE-based golfer was
unable to replicate the magic
of the second and third
rounds of 63-64 as he shot 2-
under 68 on the final day to
total 16-under. He had four
birdies, three of them
between the 14th and the
17th.
Among the other Indians,
Gaganjeet Bhullar (67)
finished tied 19th and
Karandeep Kochhar (67) tied-
24.
Chinese-Taipei's Lee Chieh-
po finally claimed his maiden
title on the Asian Tour after
sensationally overtaking hot
favourite Peter Uihlein at the
very end. Lee birdied the final
two holes at the Thai Country
Club to beat Uihlein, after the
American had led from the
second day.
The champion, playing in the

penultimate group, fired a
seven-under-par 63 to finish
on 21-under, while Uihlein
closed with a 67 to tie for
second place with Canadian
Richard T. Lee, who carded a
62.
The 29-year-old grew up
playing golf with Kevin Yu, a
winner on the PGA Tour this
year, and sees him as an
inspiration.
For Richard T. Lee it was yet
another near miss. Since the
Tour resumed after the global
pandemic, he finished second
twice, third on three
occasions and has been in the
running on numerous
occasions.
Last week's winner of the
Black Mountain
Championship Michael 'MJ'
Maguire closed with a 62 to
tie for fourth, three behind
the winner, along with fellow
Americans Paul Peterson, in
with a 63, and Christian
Banke, who fired a 64.
The action shifts to next
week's BNI Indonesian
Masters where India's
Gaganjeet Bhullar is the
defending champion.
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In red-hot form, Australian
white-ball wicketkeeper-

batter Josh Inglis is "in the
mix" to make his Test debut
as a specialist batter in the
upcoming Border-Gavaskar
Trophy next month, hinted
chief selector George Bailey
on Monday. 
India, unbeaten in the
marquee series on the
previous four occasions, will
face Australia in a five-Test
series beginning in Perth on
November 21.
"There's no doubt that the
form is really fantastic at the
moment... The ability to
jump back into domestic

cricket and dominate has
been fantastic," Bailey told
reporters.
"I think in different series at
different times of the year, he
would firmly come into the
mix purely as a batter the way
he's been going."
"If the right opportunity
opened up throughout the
summer, in the spots where
we think he's most capable of
performing, I think he'd be
firmly in that conversation as
well." The 29-year-old, who is
Australia's incumbent keeper
in ODI and T20Is, has scored
four centuries in last seven
Sheffield Shield matches.
But with Australian Test
wicketkeeper Alex Carey in

rich form, Inglis has emerged
as a specialist middle-order
batter, but not for the vacant
opening slot, Bailey said.
Australia's move to promote
Steve Smith at the top
following David Warner's
retirement did not work out
and with Cameron Green
ruled out of the India series
because of a back injury,
there's a vacancy alongside
Usman Khawaja.
However, Bailey has ruled out
Inglis for the opener's role.
"I've spoken to Josh on this.
Not in the short term, I don't
think that he's someone that
we would be looking to place
at the top of the order," Bailey
said. Inglis, in fact, is one of

the contenders to lead
Australia's T20I side in the
upcoming three-match series
against Pakistan.All-format
players, including regular
T20 skipper Mitchell Marsh,
are sitting out of the Pakistan
series to prepare for the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.
"We've been really clear that
we are prioritising the
preparation for individuals
around the Test summer and
that will be the first time that
we get that group together,"
said Bailey.
"So, rather than switching
guys in and out and
becoming quite messy, it was
just deemed more
appropriate for a number of
reasons to separate them
out."
This will be Australia's first
Test series in the ongoing
WTC cycle since defeating
New Zealand 2-0 in a two-
match away series in March.
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Rinku Singh and Nitish
Rana powered Uttar

Pradesh to a commanding
position against Punjab with
entertaining fifties on day
three of their Ranji Trophy
Group C match here on
Monday. After opener
Madhav Kaushik's career-best
163, the visitors came up with
four more half-centuries to
declare their first innings for a
massive 556/9, taking a lead
of 346 runs. At stumps,
Punjab were struggling at
49/1, trailing by 297 runs.
The Kolkata Knight Riders
duo of Rana and Rinku laid
the foundation with a crucial
120-run partnership for the
third wicket. Rana struck an
aggressive 66 off 106 balls,
hitting 11 fours, while Rinku
made 68 off 131 balls, with
eight fours and a six.
Saurabh Kumar joined the
onslaught with a brisk 67-ball
69, smashing three sixes and
five fours, while Shivam
Sharma contributed an

unbeaten 50 off 58 balls,
including four sixes and two
fours, to further frustrate the
Punjab attack.
Harshal, Yuzi lift Haryana
past MP. In Indore, Harshal
Patel's unbeaten 72 at No. 9
and Yuzvendra Chahal's gritty
27 off 142 balls helped
Haryana secure a vital first-
innings lead over Madhya
Pradesh. Responding to MP's
308, Haryana ended the day at
431/9, with Patel still at the

crease alongside last man
Aman Kumar (4).
Opener Lakshay Dalal hit his
maiden century (105 off 271
balls), while Dheeru Singh fell
just short of three figures with
a well-crafted 94.
Himanshu Rana (90) also
missed his hundred in the
nineties, but Dalal and
Dheeru's 143-run partnership
for the fourth wicket laid a
solid foundation.
However, a collapse ensued

before Patel steadied the
innings with his resilient
knock.
For MP, left-arm spinner
Kumar Kartikeya was the
standout bowler, finishing
with 4/117.
Kerala fight back after Porel
High 5
In Kolkata, Bengal pacer
Ishan Porel took 5/83 to
secure his fifth five-wicket
haul in first-class cricket,
reducing Kerala to 83/5.
However, Kerala's middle-
order, led by seasoned
campaigner Jalaj Saxena,
staged a resilient recovery to
reach 267/7 at the Jadavpur
Salt Lake Campus ground.
Saxena's fighting 84 off 162
balls, alongside a determined
64 from Salman Nizar, added
140 for the seventh wicket,
frustrating Bengal's bowlers.
Nizar, who faced 205
deliveries, was accompanied
by wicketkeeper-batter
Mohammed Azharuddeen
(30 off 48 balls) at close of
play.Porel's disciplined
bowling proved effective on a

flat pitch, where he dismissed
Kerala's new signing Baba
Aparajith for a golden duck
and skipper Sachin Baby for
12.Ton-up Mayank leads
Karnataka to big lead.

BRIEF SCORES
In Mullanpur: Punjab 210
and 49/1; 19 overs. Uttar
Pradesh 556/9 declared; 141.1
overs (Madhav Kaushik 163,
Saurabh Kumar 69, Rinku
Singh 68, Nitish Rana 66,
Shivam Sharma 50 batting).
In Indore: Madhya Pradesh
308. Haryana 431/9; 150.5
overs (Lakshay Dalal 105,
Dheeru Singh 94, Himanshu
Rana 90, Harshal Patel 72
batting; Kumar Kartikeya
4/117).
In Kolkata: Kerala 267/7; 102
overs (Jalaj Saxena 84, Salman
Nizar 64 batting, Mohammed
Azharuddeen 30 batting;
Ishan Porel 5/83) vs Kerala.
In Patna: Bihar 143.
Karnataka 287/7; 51 overs
(Mayank Agarwal 105,
Manish Pandey 56; Himanshu
Singh 4/51). 
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Manchester United fired
Erik ten Hag on Monday

after a troubled start to the
season left the 20-time English
champions in 14th place in the
Premier League and the club's
new leadership unimpressed
with the pace of change under
the Dutchman.
Ten Hag, who was hired in
2022, paid the price for leading
United to just three wins in
nine league games in the
opening months of the
campaign. There have been
four defeats, the 2-1 loss at
West Ham on Sunday being his
last game in charge.
United finished in eighth place
last season, its lowest in the
Premier League era, and
appears to have little hope of
challenging for the title this
campaign. It already leaves the
storied team in danger of
missing out on qualification
for the lucrative Champions

League once again.
“We are grateful to Erik for
everything he has done during
his time with us and wish him
well for the future,” said
United, which added that
Ruud van Nistelrooy, one of
Ten Hag's assistants, would be
taking over as interim head
coach while a permanent head
coach is recruited.
Ten Hag joined from Ajax and
was tasked with the
responsibility of bringing the
good times back to a club that
has been in decline since
former manager Alex
Ferguson retired in 2013.
Despite winning the League
Cup and the FA Cup in Ten
Hag's first seasons at Old

Trafford, United was showing
no sign of improving on its
worst league campaign in 34
years.
Ten Hag only held onto his job
following an unexpected
victory over fierce rival
Manchester City in the FA Cup
final in May and an extensive
end-of-year review by United.
He was then handed a one-
year extension to his contract
to 2026.
His departure comes amid a
period of major change at
United under new minority
owner Jim Ratcliffe. 
The British billionaire has
taken over control of United's
soccer operations, with a new
CEO, sporting director and
technical director all installed
in recent months. 
Ten Hag was United's fifth
permanent manager since
Ferguson's departure,
following David Moyes, Louis
van Gaal, Jose Mourinho and
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.
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Australia have rested their Test
regulars for their home T20I series

against Pakistan with a captain yet to be
named, choosing to focus on the
marquee Border-Gavaskar series against
India next month.
Australia host Pakistan for three ODIs
starting November 4, followed by the
three-match T20I series, from

November 14.
The series concludes on November 18,
just four days before the first Test
against India in Perth.
With T20I captain Mitchell Marsh,
Travis Head and ODI and Test skipper
Pat Cummins unavailable, Australia are
yet to appoint a captain for the series.
None of the players named in the squad
announced on Monday have captained
Australia in any format before but the

likes of Glenn Maxwell, Adam Zampa,
Matthew Short and Aaron Hardie have
led their sides in the Big Bash League.
Josh Inglis is also in the mix to lead the
side.
Pacers Xavier Bartlett (side strain),
Nathan Ellis (hamstring) and Spencer
Johnson (side strain) return to the
squad after recovering from injuries.
"It is particularly encouraging to have
Xavier, Spencer and Nathan back in the
national setup," said selection chief
George Bailey.
"It's another opportunity for them to
continue to show their ability on the
international stage, as they have done in
the past."
Andre Borovec will serve as the coach
for the team, a position he held during a
five-match T20I series against India that
followed last year's ODI World Cup.

AUSTRALIA T20I SQUAD
Sean Abbott, Xavier Bartlett, Cooper
Connolly, Tim David, Nathan Ellis, Jake
Fraser-McGurk, Aaron Hardie, Josh
Inglis, Spencer Johnson, Glenn
Maxwell, Matthew Short, Marcus
Stoinis and Adam Zampa.
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