
�������	
����■ ��������	

������

Quashing exit polls
results that were
unanimous in

projecting a clean sweep by
Congress, Haryana poll
results presented a dramatic
turnaround as Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) scored a
hat trick by winning 48 seats
of the 90 members’ Legislative
Assembly. The party
improved its performance by
winning seven more seats
than it had in the outgoing
Assembly. 
Congress won 37 seats, Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) won
two seats and Independents
won three seats.  The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and
Jannayak Janata Party (JJP)
have drawn a blank. The half-
way mark is 46. 
The BJP’s astonishing
performance will reinvigorate
the ruling party cadres, and
could deal a debilitating blow
to the Congress looking for
further ascendancy after its
improved show in the Lok
Sabha polls.
Among prominent candidates,
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini, Congress leader
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, and
his new party colleague Vinesh
Phogat won, as did
Independent candidate Savitri
Jindal. The INLD’s Abhay

Singh Chautala lost, as did JJP’s
Dushyant Chautala, Haryana
Assembly. Speaker and BJP’s
Gian Chand Gupta, Haryana
Lokhit Party Gopal Kanda.
After the victory, Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini credited Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with the
BJP’s hat-trick in the state
where he took charge barely
six months ago.
“I want to thank 2.8 crore
people of Haryana who have
reposed faith in the policies of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. This is the victory of
Haryana’s farmers, the poor,
women, and youth. People
have voted for PM Modi’s
work for Haryana. It is a
historic victory.

Continued on page 8
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Staging a comeback with a
‘thumping’ majority in
his kitty, National

Conference (NC) Vice
President Omar Abdullah is
all set to become the first
Chief Minister of the Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.
In the month-long Assembly
elections, held for the first
time after the Abrogation of
Articles 370 and 35-A, 54-
year-old Omar led the
alliance partners to victory
winning a clear majority of 48
seats in the 90-member
house.
The NC president Dr Farooq
Abdullah said the verdict was
proof that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir were
against the abrogation of
Article 370.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
despite winning the highest
tally of 29 Assembly seats in
its strong bastion of Jammu, is
left stranded staring at the
prospect of occupying the
Opposition benches.
Meanwhile, J&K BJP Chief
Ravindra Raina lost his seat in
the Nowshera Assembly
segment. He was defeated by
Surinder Choudhary of the
Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference by a margin of
over 7000 votes.
The party won 10 out of 11

seats from Jammu district,
five from Kathua, four each
from Udhampur and Doda,
three from Samba, two from
Reasi, and one from Rajouri.
The party, however, failed to
open its account from
Kashmir Valley. The party
had campaigned aggressively
promising a stable
government with a ‘Hindu’
Chief Minister at the helm of
affairs. 
The BJP’s gamble to grant
Scheduled Tribe status to
Paharis in the region failed to
improve its tally. All the
candidates who joined the
BJP failed to win any seat
from the twin frontier
districts of Rajouri and
Poonch.

Continued on page 8
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With the condition of eight
junior doctors sitting on

indefinite fast entering the third
day on Tuesday — and no offer
of talks coming from the side of
the State Government — the
senior doctors of RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital
tendered mass resignation
warning they would go for
bigger struggle should State not
respond positively.
To make matter worse the senior
doctors of the senior doctors of
Calcutta Medical College too
threatened to follow in the
footsteps of their RGKMCH
colleagues if the Government
did not respond within 24
hours. Earlier in the day, 15
senior doctors also joined their

junior counterparts in a
symbolic hunger strike, further
demonstrating the growing
unrest within the hospital.
"About fifty of us senior doctors
today tendered mass resignation
as a mark of solidarity with our
junior colleagues because they
are fighting for a just cause," said
a senior doctor. The doctors'
resignations came on a day
when junior doctors of other
medical colleges observed a
symbolic fast on Tuesday in
support of their colleagues in
Kolkata. 
Eight doctors from different
medical colleges of Kolkata have
been on an indefinite fast in
support of their ten-point
demand that includes a
centralised referral system,
security for all the medical staff
inside the hospitals, ending of
the threat syndicate and related
malpractices that were rampant
in most of the Government
medical colleges and hospitals,
basic amenities like rest rooms
and washrooms for doctors,
installation of CCTV cameras in
all the Government hospitals,
real-time monitoring of bed
availability, and the
establishment of task forces to
ensure the proper functioning of
essential facilities like CCTV
cameras, on-call rooms, and
washrooms, etc. 

Continued on page 8
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The Centre has finally woken
up to address a pressing need
expressed by commuters’

who have nowhere to answer
nature’s call when commuting
across the country’s national
highways and expressways
network. The government by
bringing in a policy for facilities
such as clean toilets, baby care
rooms etc.
Union minister Nitin Gadkari on
Tuesday launched ‘Humsafar
Policy’ which will see the
introduction of facilities, such as
clean toilets, baby care rooms,
provisions for wheelchairs, EV
charging stations, parking spaces,
and dormitory services at fuel
stations.
The policy
will also
offer a

convenient, safe, and enjoyable
experience for highway users,
while empowering entrepreneurs,
generating jobs, and enhancing
livelihoods for service providers, as
per the statement.
The Humsafar policy shall allow
commuters access to standardised,
well maintained and hygienic
facilities. Commuters will be able
to find details of relevant service
providers near their location
instantly on the Rajmarg Yatra app.
Commuters will be empowered to
rate the service provided and the
facilities, along with being able to
raise issues.
Addressing the launch ceremony,
Gadkari said the Humsafar brand
will become synonymous with
utmost safety and comfort for
travellers and drivers along the
nation’s world-class highway
network. He also emphasised on

the need to deliver high
quality, standardised

services across the national
highways.
Gadkari said the Modi government
remains fully committed to
delivering top-notch amenities
across our highway network,
ensuring a fast and seamless travel
experience for all.
These facilities shall provide
multiple options of rest and
refreshment for the highway
commuters during their journey.
Some of the facilities being
developed at each WSA are fuel
stations, food court / restaurants,
dhabas, convenience stores, clean
and hygienic toilet facilities,
drinking water, first aid / medical
room including child-care room,
dedicated area for promoting
local artisans, car bus/truck
parking, drone landing facilities /
helipad etc.
A senior National Highways
Authority of lndia (NHAI) official
said the Central road making
agency has planned to introduce
Humsafar policy to onboard
existing and upcoming service
providers along the
Highways/Expressways under the
purview of MoRT&H to improve
services for commuters by
standardising the facilities
provided. This will complement
the Wayside Amenities being
developed by NHAI on National
Highways. The policy aims to
benefit all the three stakeholders
namely Service Providers,
NHAI/MoRT&H and commuters,
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The multi-crore ambitious
projects of Barapullah flyover,

Mathura road and Pragati Maidan
tunnel, which aimed at solving
the traffic woes in the national
Capital, and connect satellite
cities around Delhi such as Noida,
and Ghaziabad has not only failed
to take the burden off from the
city roads, it has made the
situation worse with commuters
sitting for hours in the jams on
the stretches.
Ironically, the Barapullah
Elevated Corridor, which was
meant to solve traffic congestion
in south Delhi, has now become
among the worst stretches for
people to cross at peak hours.
Hundreds of vehicles are

routinely stranded in massive
jams that stretch on for many
kilometres on the roads leading to
and from the flyover.
The flyover is situated between
AIIMS Flyover and the Sundial at
Sarai Kale Khan over Barapullah
Nallah, and is one of the crucial
roads linking commuters of
Ghaziabad and Noida with South
Delhi, and vice versa. Each
carriageway of Barapullah Flyover
has three lanes.
Several bottlenecks are formed on
the flyover leading to vehicles
barely crawling in the specific
location. Basically, a traffic
bottleneck is a localised
disruption of vehicular traffic on
a street, road, or highway. As
opposed to a traffic jam, a
bottleneck is a result of a specific

physical condition, often the
design of the road, badly timed
traffic lights, or sharp curves.
According to the Delhi Traffic
Police department, as per the
current traffic flow pattern, the
volume of traffic coming from
Ghaziabad through NE-03 (Delhi
Meerut Expressway) and Noida
coming through DND is very
high in the morning.
“The traffic coming from
Ghaziabad and Noida ascends the
Barapullah Flyover near Sundial.
Due to heavy volume of traffic
coming through in six lanes and
discharging only through three
lanes of Barapullah Flyover, a
bottleneck is created resulting in
congestion on Ring Road near
Sundial. Similarly, in the evening
peak hours, the traffic coming

from AIIMS and Lodhi Road
merges near Hazrat Nizamuddin
Basti which creates a bottleneck at
the said merging point,”
Additional Commissioner of
Police of Traffic Zone 2 Dinesh
Gupta to The Pioneer stated.
He added that letters have been
written to the Public Works
Department to increase the width
of the carriageways to
accommodate more vehicles and
reduce the traffic woes.
As per the official data accessed
exclusively by The Pioneer, a total
of 3,252 improper parking e-
challans,  7,823 challans, 2,183
tow away challans, and 913 e-
rickshaw no entry challans have
been issued on the flyover till
October 7 this year.

Continued on page 8
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday hailed

the BJP’s win in the
Haryana Assembly polls as
a victory of its politics of
development and good
governance, assuring
people that the party will
leave no stone unturned to

fulfile people’s aspirations.
Addressing the party workers
at the party headquarters
after the results of the
Haryana and Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly elections,
PM Modi said that farmers
in Haryana have given
Congress a “befitting reply”,
and showed that they are
with the country and with
BJP. 
“People of Haryana have
scripted history by
blossoming lotus. They
have not only made the BJP
win but gave the highest
number of votes to the
party,” he said. 

Continued on page 8

���������	�
��	
�
�����������	���
����■ ��������	

All exit polls went wrong
once again as the

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is set for a third term
in Haryana where counting
of votes for Assembly
elections 2024 took place
on Tuesday, giving the BJP
a comfortable lead over its
top competitor, the Indian
National Congress (INC).  
This is not the first time
exit polls have gone wrong.
The Lok Sabha elections
2024, Chhattisgarh
assembly polls in 2023,

Results of 2015 Bihar and
Delhi Assembly Elections
as well as Lok Sabha polls
of 2004 and 2014 are
examples of how exit polls
predictions went wrong.
Several exit polls had
predicted a Congress
victory in Haryana which
recorded a voter turnout of
67.90 per cent. However,
the BJP claimed it will
return to power for a third
consecutive term by
winning 48 seats. This is a
massive victory for the BJP
in the state.

Continued on page 8
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Guests at a youth’s ‘tilak’ cer-
emony in Indiranagar were

taken aback when a girl creat-
ed a ruckus, claiming that the
would-be groom was already
married to her and could not
marry again without her con-
sent. The girl alleged that
Surendra Pal was her husband
and that he was going to marry
another woman. She claimed
that he had eloped with her
when she was a minor and had
married her.
“Now he is refusing to accept
me,” she cried out amidst the
gathering.
The girl, from Amarai village in
Indiranagar, claimed that she
had been in a relationship with
Surendra, who lived across the

street from her. She said they fell
in love while she was visiting his
home. Surendra allegedly pro-
posed marriage, and during
this time, he eloped with her
under the pretext of taking her
to the market and married her
in a temple.
According to her account, they
lived together at a rented
accommodation, presenting
themselves as husband and
wife. During their time togeth-
er, Surendra assured her that he
would marry her legally when
she turned 18.
During this period, the girl
became pregnant twice and
underwent abortions on both
occasions. She alleged that
Surendra had her sign a blank
paper under the guise of a loan,
which he later used in divorce

proceedings.
The girl stated that Surendra
promised to keep her with him
once her family agreed to the
relationship.
However, he only stayed with
her for a few days before leav-
ing her at home.
“He promised to take me with
him when his parents consent-
ed, but after that, he cut off all
contact,” she claimed.
Upon learning that Surendra
was getting married to someone
else, the girl arrived at the ‘tilak’
venue and created a scene.
Police were called to investigate.
According to the police, both
individuals were officially
divorced in 2023, and they con-
firmed that further investigation
would be conducted into the
matter.
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In a tragic incident, a girl was
fatally run over by a train in

Aliganj on Monday evening.
Crossing the railway track at
Purania with earphones
plugged-in, she was hit by the
train as she could not hear the
siren. She died due to severe
head injuries even as both her
legs were cut off in the acci-
dent. Inspector, Aliganj, Vinod
Tiwari said that the victim,
Aarti Yadav (27) from Shyam
Vihar in Faizullahganj, was a
teacher at a private school. 
Her father Rakesh works at a
perfume shop in Yahiyaganj.
Police said that the girl could
not hear the approaching
train’s siren possibly due to the
loud music. 
Eyewitnesses also told the
police that the girl could not
hear the siren possibly because
she was listening to loud music
with earphones plugged in,
and she could not hear the
train’s pressure horn. She was
hit by the train and died on the

spot. Those present at the
spot immediately informed
the police. Upon receiving the
information, the cops reached
the scene and sent the body for
autopsy.
“Both legs of the girl were cut
off in the incident and she also
suffered head injuries. She
died instantaneously. Her bag
was found lying nearby. The
identity of the victim was
ascertained with the help of
her bag,” a policeman said.
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A girl, who was reported miss-
ing on October 4, attempted to
end her life by jumping into
the Gomti river in Madiaon on
Tuesday. However, she was
saved just in time, with her
parents seeking police assis-
tance.
On October 4, the family of
the 20-year-old girl, a resident
of Madiaon, had filed a miss-
ing complaint after she left
home following an argument

Lucknow (PNS): A college stu-
dent accused her neighbour of
molestation and filed a com-
plaint against him at the Krishna
Nagar police station. The victim
alleged that the accused, Imran
Khan, along with an accomplice,
kidnapped her while she was on
her way to college. She alleged
that Imran took her to his
room and attempted to rape her. 
According to the victim, the
incident occurred around 9 am
on Monday when she left home
for college and boarded an
autorickshaw from Transport
Nagar. Imran and an unidenti-
fied person entered the same
auto. A short while later, Imran
forced the driver to change the
route. When the girl objected,
Imran allegedly gagged her
with a dupatta and forcibly
took her to his room.
At this point, both the auto dri-
ver and the other man fled the
scene. Once inside the room,
Imran reportedly assaulted and
molested her. The victim said

she managed to escape when
Imran gor distracted by a phone
call.
She immediately fled to Krishna
Nagar police station and filed a
complaint against him. The
police confirmed that a case had
been registered based on the
victim’s statement. 
“If the allegations are substan-
tiated during the investigation,
the accused will be arrested,” a
police official stated.
It has also come to light that the
accused, Imran Khan, is the son
of a head constable in the Uttar
Pradesh Police. His father is cur-
rently posted in Unnao and
attached with the 112 PRB
vehicle at Asoha police station.
Investigations revealed that
Imran, originally from
Pratapgarh, had been turned out
of his home by his family due to
his drug addiction. As a result,
he began living in a rented room
in Lucknow and started driving
a battery rickshaw to make
ends meet.
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The city is abuzz with excite-
ment as it prepares for the

Durga Puja celebrations, start-
ing Wednesday with the ‘pran
pratishtha’ ceremony.
Various Durga Puja pandal
organisers expressed enthusi-
asm ahead of the festival, with
some pandals even commenc-
ing celebrations on Tuesday
due to timing considerations.
Gautam Mitra from the Gomti
Nagar Durga Puja noted that
this festival is the most signif-
icant for Bengalis, and the
atmosphere is charged with
festivity.
“The arrangements are com-
plete, and we held a ‘Mouni
Mela’ at the pandal today. This
will be followed by Shashti
puja on Wednesday, where we
invite the goddess,” he
explained. Approximately 300
families from Gomti Nagar,
along with others from across
the city, are expected to visit the
pandal during the celebrations.
“With 250 pujas in the city, fam-
ilies select which pandals to visit
over the four days. About 200
families regularly attend our

Durga Puja pandal,” he added.
The tradition of returning
home for Durga Puja is strong,
as Mitra shared. “My two sons
have come back from Kolkata
and Bengaluru for the celebra-
tions. It’s a tradition that brings
people home, and the festive
spirit is palpable. They wear
new clothes on Shashti,” he said.
Meanwhile, the Sri Sri Durga
Puja of Ramakrishna Math
began on Tuesday.
President Swami
Mukhinathanand emphasised
that elaborate arrangements
have been made to celebrate
according to the holy traditions
of the Ramakrishna order.
“All programmes, including the
offering of pushpanjali, will be
broadcast online. Nine types of
plants were worshipped during
the bodhan (invocation) this
evening,” he stated, listing
banana, black yam, turmeric,
jayanti, green yam, ashok,
paddy, pomegranate, and bael.
A special highlight will be the
Kumari Puja, which involves
worshipping Devi Durga in
the form of a five-year-old
maiden, scheduled for 9 am on
October 11. “This ritual sym-

bolises the divine presence
within every woman and
underscores the respect and
dignity owed to all women,” he
explained.
The culmination of the five-day
celebration will occur during
the sandhi puja, covering the
last 24 minutes of Ashtami and
the first 24 minutes of Navami. 
“During this 48-minute period,
all essential aspects of the
Durga Puja are performed in
miniature with great precision,

while the divine presence is
deeply felt by all,” he added.
Background music and chant-
ing of scriptural passages will
accompany the puja days, fea-
turing melodious devotional
songs from artistes like Sri
Asim Datta and Swami
Paragananda.
Renowned performers will also
stage special cultural pro-
grammes each evening.
Devashish Das Gupta, a profes-
sor at IIM-Lucknow, reflected

on his Durga Puja experiences,
describing the nostalgia that
accompanies the festival.
“Right from childhood, we tell
our children that this is a festi-
val we wait for all year. The
anticipation starts right after the
visarjan,” he said.
As a Prawasi Bengali in North
India, Gupta noted that his cel-
ebrations differ from those in
Bengal. “For us, it’s a blend of
both. We aim to visit the Durga
Puja pandal while prioritising
worship,” he mentioned, noting
his involvement with the
Shatabdi Foundation Durga
Puja in Aliganj.
He shared plans to visit multi-
ple pandals, balancing quality
time at each location with his
daughter’s eagerness to explore
as many as possible. Wearing
new clothes is an essential part
of the festivities, and Gupta
expressed pride in having pur-
chased a saree from Kolkata for
his elderly mother. He looks for-
ward to visiting the Chandganj
Durga Puja for its decorations
and the Bengali Club Durga
Puja for its heritage value,
emphasising the communal
spirit that defines the festival.
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The Telibagh Ramlila, inau-
gurated by Mayor Sushma

Kharakwal on October 6, is
deeply rooted in Pahadi cul-
ture. President of Parvatiya
Ramlila Samiti Vishambhar
Dutt Joshi shared details about
the Ramlila, noting the signif-
icant population from the hills
that has settled in the Telibagh
area. He stated, “There is a
dense community of Pahadi
people living here, and we
have a deep attachment to our
culture. Ramlila is very popu-
lar in the hills and is performed
in many regions. For us, this is
not just a play; it’s an expres-
sion of our devotion to Lord
Ram.”
Joshi highlighted that the
Ramlila has established its
own identity over the past 39
years. 
“While the older generation
may pass away, there are young
people ready to take over. This
is a social responsibility, and
our dedication to Lord Ram
has carried this Ramlila for-
ward for over 39 years,” he said.
He added, “In addition to the
Pahadi Ramlila, we also organ-
ise cultural programmes from
the hills. The Ramlila we pre-
sent in Telibagh is similar to

what takes place in the hills.
This is a five-day Ramlila, pri-
marily based on shlokas from
the Tulsi Ramayana, with very
few dialogues.”
Regarding funding, Joshi
explained, “The Ramlila is
supported by the community
through our Parvatiye Ramlila
Samiti. We do not receive gov-
ernment aid; all funds come
from local residents in the
form of Ram bhent (gifts),
totalling a few lakhs.”
Rehearsals last for two months,
with main characters typical-
ly aged 20-21 years. Male
actors portray roles like
Ravana, Kumbhkaran, and
Meghnad, while female actors
play characters such as
Manthra, Kaushalya, and
Kaikeyi. “This year, we have
ensured that female characters
are played by women and male
characters by men. Sita, for
example, is being portrayed by
a female actor. The characters
practise for two months, and
about 15 days before the per-
formance, we select the best
performers,” he added.
Among the highlights of this
Ramlila are the Ravana-Angad
Samvad, Parshuram-Laxman
Samvad, Dashrath-Kaikeyi
Samvad, and Manthra-Kaikeyi
Samvad.
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Amassive fire broke out in
an electronics warehouse

in Sairpur, destroying items
worth several lakh on Tuesday.
The fire quickly escalated,
with smoke visible from 3 km
away, creating panic in the sur-
rounding area. The incident
occurred near the Sairpur
police station at 5 am, and
police arrived shortly there-
after to evacuate the area.
Loud explosions were heard as
compressors from electronic
goods like air conditioners
and refrigerators burst, caus-
ing chaos. A path was created
by breaking through the wall
with a bulldozer.
A total of 16 fire engines and
hydraulic machines were
deployed to extinguish the
blaze, and the operation last-
ed over seven hours. The
owner of the Godrej ware-
house reported that the acci-
dent resulted in losses
amounting to crores.
All goods stored in the ware-
house were reportedly reduced
to ashes. The warehouse, locat-
ed in a residential area of

approximately 500 square
metres, housed various elec-
tronic items, including refrig-
erators, coolers, TVs, washing
machines, and air condition-
ers. The owner noted that
due to the peak season, the
warehouse was filled with
goods worth crores.
“The exact extent of the dam-
age will be assessed later,” he
said. As the fire spread, the
sound of exploding compres-
sors shook the area. Fire vehi-
cles from Hazratganj, Chowk,
PGI, BKT, Indiranagar, and
Alambagh fire stations were
dispatched to the scene to
help extinguish the fire.
A hydraulic platform was also
called in from Hazratganj,
which aided in controlling
the blaze. Fire brigade officials
stated that the warehouse’s
location in a residential area
posed challenges in extin-
guishing the fire. The fire was
finally brought under control
despite difficulties caused by a
lack of electricity, which ren-
dered the fire station’s water
pumping system inoperable.
Water was instead supplied via
tankers from distant locations.
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It is informed that in my high school
marksheet my name has been entered
as Choudhary Mamtarani Rajendra
kumar. While my actual name is
Mamta Singh, which is also entered in
my aadhar card. In future I want to
known by my actual name Mamta
Singh only. Mamta Singh W/o Kuldeep
Singh, R/o 355 SA/14, Sankarvihar
colony, Shivajipuram, Lucknow.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from Brijlal
to Brajlal for all future purpose,
Brajlal S/o Baijnath R/o Manjhauna
Sithaura,Fatehpur 212652.

NOTICE

‚ÍøŸÊ
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I have changed my name from Rohit
to Rohit Lal for all future purpose,
Rohit Lal S/o Brajlal R/o Manjhauna
Sithaura, Fatehpur 212652.

NOTICE

NOTICE

I have changed my name to Gurmukh
Dass Rochwani from Gurmukh Dass
for all future purposes. Gurmukh
Dass Rochwani s/o late keshav dass,
118/297, Kaushalpuri, Kanpur.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Kumari Poornima Saini to Poornima
Saini. In future i shall be known by
Poornima Saini only. Poornima Saini
D/O Balkrishna Saini R/o Tulsi
choura Mandir, Near Tulsi  Smarak
Bhawan, Raiganj, Ayodhya.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from PREM
SHANKER to PREM SHANKER
SHRIVASTAV.  In future I Shall
be  known as PREM SHANKER
SHRIVASTAV. PREM SHANKER
SHRIVASTAV, S/o Hari Shanker
Shrivastav, Flat No 16, Block A 1st
Floor, Agnipath Society, Tej Bahadur
Saproo Road, Civil Lines, Prayagraj UP.

NOTICE

I, Amit Buck, have legally changed
my name to Amit Singh. Henceforth,
I shall be known, identified, and
addressed as Amit Singh. Amit Buck,
son of Mr. Niru Buck, resident of
K-341, Keshavpuram, Awas Vikas
Yojana 1st, Kalyanpur, Kanpur nagar

NOTICE

I have changed my name MOHD SHAIF
to MOHAMMAD SAIF S/O KHALEEL
AHMAD for future purpose. Add-
KORAURA MOHAN UNNAO.

NOTICE

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
FROM TAHIRA FIRDOUS TO
TAHIRA FIRDAUS. IN FUTURE I
SHALL BE KNOWIN AS TAHIRA
FIRDAUS w/o RASHEED ANWAR
SIDDIQUI, 19/195, PATKAPUR,
NEAR JAMA MASJID, KANPUR.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
ARSHIA MOID to ARSHIA MOEED.
In future I Shall  be  known as ARSHIA
MOEED. ARSHIA MOEED, W/o
Farhan Khan,        51/H-3/2A, Minto
Road, Civil Lines, Prayagrag, UP.

NOTICE

AUCTION NOTICE
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Lieutenant General Kavita Sahai, Commandant, AMC Centre
& College and OIC Records and Col Commandant of AMC,
proceeded on permanent posting to Integrated Headquarters
of Ministry of Defence, Navy, New Delhi. She will be assum-
ing the appointment of Director General Medical Services
(Navy). Before relinquishment of appointment, Lt Gen Sahai
addressed all the officers, nursing officers, junior commissioned
officers, jawans & recruits of the Army Medical Corps Centre
& College in a Special Sainik Sammelan at the Major LJ Singh
AC Auditorium in Lucknow Cantonment on Tuesday. It was
followed by a traditional ‘Barakhana’ wherein the outgoing
General Officer had lunch with the entire ranks of AMC Centre
and College.
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Indian Bank has sponsored 600 changing rooms for women pil-
grims for the forthcoming Maha Kumbh 2025. An MoU was
exchanged between Indian Bank & Kumbh Mela administra-
tion in the presence of UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Deputy CM Keshav Prasad Maurya, Indian Bank Chief General
Manager, Lucknow, Sudhir Kumar Gupta & Field General
Manager, Prayagraj, Navin Kumar Srivastava at Prayagraj.

with her family.
An investigation was launched,
and a search was initiated under
the leadership of Inspector
Pradeep Kumar.
On Tuesday, during the ongoing
search, the police received infor-
mation that the girl was planning
to commit suicide by jumping
into the river from Ghaila bridge
on IIM Road. 
Acting swiftly, head constables
Ram Dinesh Singh and
Ramnarayan Verma, along with
constables Sagar Tomar and
Narendra from Madiaon police
station, rushed to the scene and
rescued the girl.
The girl was taken to the police
station and was counselled by
the officers. She told the police
that she had left home due to
being upset with her family
members. Once informed of
her recovery, her family arrived
at the police station, and the girl
was handed back to them.
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Lucknow (PNS): The
Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) held a
statewide protest on Tuesday
against alleged state repres-
sion, demanding the cancella-
tion of the banishment order
against party leader and district
panchayat member Arjun Lal in
Sitapur, as well as the release of
farmer leader Ramdaras  in
Lakhimpur Kheri.
In Lucknow, a protest march,
led by CPI (ML) state secretary
Sudhakar Yadav, started at
Parivartan Chowk and conclud-
ed at the DM office, where a
memorandum addressed to the
chief minister was submitted to
the city magistrate.
A large protest meeting at the
district headquarters in Sitapur
featured speeches from Shriram
Choudhary, a central commit-

tee member of CPI (ML), and
Rajesh Sahni, state secretary of
the All India Agricultural and
Rural Labourers’ Association
(AIARLA). In Lakhimpur
Kheri, participants marched
from Shaheed Naseeruddin
Mauji Maidan to the DM office,
where they submitted a mem-
orandum to the ADM.
Protest marches also took place
in various districts, including
Prayagraj, Ballia, Gorakhpur,
Deoria, Maharajganj,
Azamgarh, Mau, Ghazipur,
Chandauli, Banaras,
Sonbhadra, Mirzapur, Rae
Bareli, Gonda, Pilibhit, Jalaun,
and Mathura. During the
protests, speakers highlighted
the alleged increasing 
state repression against 
political workers and Dalit
communities.
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Amroha/Meerut: A class eight
girl student wounded in a sus-
pected acid attack in the
Amroha district died during
treatment at a hospital in
Meerut, an official said on
Tuesday. Two men allegedly
picked up the girl from her
house, assaulted her and threw
a flammable substance suspect-
ed to be acid on her, as per offi-
cials. 
She was admitted to the Lala
Lajpat Rai Memorial Medical
College on Monday. She died
during treatment at about 11 pm
on Monday, said Dheeraj Raj,
chief superintendent of the med-
ical college. Police have arrest-
ed two persons — Prempal and
Yogendra — in the case that was
reported from the Pathra village
under the Rahra police station
limits of the Amroha district,
SHO Alka Chowdhury told
PTI. A murder charge has now
been added to the FIR registered
against the accused based on the
complaint lodged by the family
members of the victim.
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In preparation for the Maha
Kumbh 2025, the Uttar

Pradesh government is hosting
the ‘Kumbh Summit’ across all
18 divisions of the state.
Starting in Lucknow from
Tuesday, the event will run
until December 14, culminat-
ing in Prayagraj.
The event is set to feature a
wide range of participants,
including local artistes and
schoolchildren from across
the state, providing them with
a platform to showcase their
talents and engage in the cul-
tural celebrations.
Speaking to mediapersons on
Tuesday, UP’s Tourism and
Culture Minister Jaiveer Singh
said that the summit would
feature a wide array of events,
including the Kumbh
Abhinandan Roadshow, Bal-
Yuva Kumbh, Kala-Sanskriti
Kumbh, Kavi Kumbh, and
Bhakti Kumbh. The roadshow
was flagged off from GPO
Park in Lucknow by Finance

Minister Suresh Khanna. The
roadshow travelled from GPO
Park to Gomti Ghat via
Sikandarbagh Marg, ending at
Marine Drive near 1090 cross-
ing. 
Additional programs will also
take place in Lucknow
on October 9.
The Uttar
Pradesh State
Lalit  Kala
Academy will
oversee paint-
ing and pho-
tography com-
petitions. The
Uttar Pradesh
Sangeet Natak
Academy will handle
classical and semi-classi-
cal singing, dancing, and
instrumental competitions.
Besides, cultural and spiritual
heritage exhibitions will be
organised by the Archaeology
department, the Uttar Pradesh
State Archivist, and the Uttar
Pradesh Museum Directorate.
Similarly, Bhartendu Natya
Academy will host drama com-

petitions, while the UP Folk
and Tribal Culture Institute
will manage competitions for
folk art and rangoli.
The Tourism, Charitable Work,
Information/Public Relations
departments will arrange spe-

cial exhibitions, tours, and
shows related to the

Kumbh, whereas
the Archaeology
Directorate will
conduct an
open quiz on
the cultural and
spiritual signifi-

cance of the
Kumbh.

The culture minis-
ter further shared the

plans to engage school-
children with the ideals and
traditions of Kumbh by coor-
dinating with the Secondary
and Higher Education depart-
ment.
This will involve participation
from universities, degree col-
leges, inter-colleges, and other
educational institutions.
Additionally, over 12,600

artists have registered online
to take part in the events.
The Jhansi division summit
will take place at Bundelkhand
University on October 11-12.
In Varanasi, the summit is set
for October 14-15 at Banaras
Hindu University, while the
Chitrakoot division summit
wil l  be at  Shri  Ram
Bhadracharya University on
October 17-18. The summit
will conclude at the North
Central Zone Cultural Centre
in Prayagraj on December
13-14.
Meanwhile, coordinators have
been assigned for the upcom-
ing Kumbh Summit at the
divisional level. Assistant direc-
tor of the Culture Directorate
Dr Rajesh Ahirwar will coor-
dinate the Lucknow division.
Director of the UP Folk and
Tribal Culture Institute Atul
Dwivedi will serve as the coor-
dinator for the Jhansi division.
Director of UP Sangeet Natak
Academy Dr Shobhit Kumar
Nahar will coordinate the
Varanasi division.
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In its ongoing efforts to
enhance the industrial envi-

ronment in Uttar Pradesh, the
state government is set to
implement significant mea-
sures to strengthen the e-court
framework for resolving indus-
trial disputes. With the aim of
expediting the resolution of
industrial disputes, the Uttar
Pradesh government is work-
ing on measures to enhance the
‘e-court system’. A comprehen-
sive digital solution will be
developed to manage industri-
al disputes through the e-court
platform within the Industrial
Tribunal.
The initiative includes develop-
ing a seamless interface for all
parties to register industrial dis-
pute cases. On this platform,
parties will be able to upload
their inputs and documents,
ensuring compliance with legal
requirements. The system will
automatically validate submis-
sions and generate a unique
case number, confirming to
applicants that their cases are
under review. The government
has initiated the work on this
project, with Sritron India
Limited  tasked with develop-
ing the e-court platform.
The e-court platform is expect-
ed to enhance the effective

management of all received
cases, allowing for tracking
from acceptance to resolution.
The system will provide tools
for court staff to review and
verify cases, ensuring proper
classification and adherence
to procedures. Cases will be
categorised by type, such as
salary disputes, wrongful ter-
mination, and more, to stream-
line processing and assign-
ment. Additionally, the plat-
form will feature a scheduling
system that sets dates and
times for hearings, accommo-
dating both court resources and
the schedules of the parties
involved. It will also facilitate
case transfers between author-
ities or courts.
Moreover, the platform will
integrate automated notifica-
tions for all parties and include
a calendar system to update
case records and manage sched-
uled dates and times.
The issuance of court orders
and notices will be streamlined
using customisable templates
with automation capabilities
tailored to case developments.
The platform will accommo-
date various delivery methods,
including electronic notifica-
tions and physical mail, while
also tracking the status of issued
documents to ensure they are
received and acknowledged.

For user management, it will
feature role-based accessibility
to manage permissions for
court staff, officers, and lawyers,
allowing for the creation and
updating of profiles.
Additionally, the platform will
offer insights into various met-
rics, including case statistics,
processing times, and backlogs,
utilising reporting and analyt-
ics tools. It will integrate with
existing systems, facilitating
data exchange with law firms
and government agencies.
The e-court platform and inter-
face under development will
incorporate robust security
measures to protect sensitive
information and ensure compli-
ance with all legal standards.
The system will also offer user
support through a help desk,
along with training materials,
including tutorials and guides,
to assist users in navigating the
platform effectively.
Regular maintenance and
updates will be conducted to
keep the platform functional
and responsive to emerging
needs, thereby ensuring the
effective and efficient manage-
ment of industrial disputes.
It will provide dispute resolu-
tion facilities in four phases, pri-
oritising various areas while
also issuing court orders and
notices.
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To address the rising
demand for electricity, the

Uttar Pradesh government is
mobilising investments
totalling �1.5 lakh crore over
the next five years. By 2028,
peak energy demand in UP is
expected to exceed 53,000
megawatts (MW).
The planned investment in
UP’s energy projects will cover
the entire value chain of gen-
eration, transmission, and dis-
tribution, incorporating both
conventional and renewable
energy sources. Government
estimates indicate that public
sector investments in the UP
energy sector will reach
�90,000 crore, while private
sector contributions will help
bring the total investment to

nearly �1.5 trillion within four
to five years.
According to sources from the
Indian Electrical and
Electronics Manufacturers’
Association (IEEMA), the
increasing energy demand is
crucial for achieving UP’s goal
of a $1-trillion economy. In
2024, UP’s peak power demand
surpassed the 30,000 MW
mark due to growing industri-
alisation, urbanisation, and the
expansion of charging infra-
structure for electric vehicles
across the state. While UP
aims to generate 22,000 MW of
solar energy by 2027-28, it is
also increasing thermal power
generation to meet the rising
demand from various sectors,
including industry, commerce,
residential areas, and agricul-
ture. To attract investment,

UP is offering a range of incen-
tives to private sector compa-
nies to establish power projects
and manufacturing plants
catering to both domestic and
international markets. The
state’s total power consumption
is projected to grow at an
annual rate of 16 per cent,
reaching 277,000 million units
(MU) by 2028. The western
region of UP is expected to
experience higher industrial
power consumption compared
to other areas, with predictions
indicating it will account for 62
per cent of the state’s energy
consumption due to a greater
concentration of industries and
commercial establishments.
Earlier, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath instructed Energy
department officials to expedite
various power projects across

the state.
Meanwhile, IEEMA has
announced the world’s largest
electrical show, ‘Elecrama 2025,’
scheduled for February 22 to
26, 2025 in Greater Noida,
aimed at catalysing the domes-
tic energy value chain. Top man-
ufacturers and power companies
from around the globe will par-
ticipate in this mega event,
designed to support the Indian
manufacturing industry.
Currently, India’s electrical
equipment exports are esti-
mated at $12 billion, with the
domestic industry aiming to
boost shipments as global play-
ers seek alternatives to China
for sourcing goods. IEEMA is
also focused on promoting
energy sector startups and
nurturing women business
leaders in the industry.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday

expressed his delight over the
Bharatiya Janata
Party’s third consecu-
tive victory in the
Haryana assembly
elections. Taking to
his social media
account on X, CM
Yogi extended his con-
gratulations to BJP
workers, office-bear-
ers, and voters.
In his message, Yogi stated
that this victory, dedicated to
the realisation of the ‘Viksit
Haryana-Viksit Bharat’ vision,
reflects the people’s unwavering
trust in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s welfare poli-

cies, the effective leadership of
Chief Minister Naib Singh
Saini, and the strength of the
BJP’s double-engine govern-
ment. He further congratulat-

ed all the dedicat-
ed workers, office-
bearers, and
esteemed voters
for the party’s his-
toric win in the
Haryana assembly
elections.
CM Yogi also con-
veyed his heartfelt
congratulations to

the people of Haryana for
bestowing the BJP, driven by
the spirit of ‘Nation First’, with
the honour of serving them.
Haryana went to polls on
October 5. The counting of
votes was taken up on Tuesday.
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Uttar Pradesh welcomed 24
new officers into the

Indian Police Services (IPS)
cadre on Tuesday, following the
promotion of officers from the
Provincial Police Services
(PPS). 
The officers approved for
induction during the
Departmental Promotion
Committee (DPC) meeting
include Bajrang Bali, Dr Dinesh
Yadav, Sameer Saurabh, Mohd
Irfan Ansari, Ajay Pratap,
Nepal Singh, Anil Kumar,
Kamlesh Bahadur, Rakesh
Kumar Singh, Lal Bharat
Kumar Pal, Rashmi Rani, Anil
Kumar Yadav, Sanjay Kumar,
Shailendra Kumar Srivastava,
Laxmi Nivas Mishra, Rajesh
Kumar Srivastava, Chiranjeev
Nath Sinha, Vishwajeet
Srivastava, Manoj Kumar
Awasthi, Amrita Mishra, Rohit
Mishra, Shivram Yadav, Ashok
Kumar, and Deependra Nath
Chaudhary.
Reports said that 30 PPS offi-
cers were considered during the
DPC meeting, with 24 ulti-
mately promoted to IPS.
All promoted officers belong to
the 1995 and 1996 batches of
PPS. The meeting was attend-
ed by officials from the Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC), the chief secretary, the
additional chief secretary (home
affairs), and the director gener-
al of police (DGP).
Notably, the name of Sanjay
Kumar Yadav, a PPS officer
from the 1993 batch, was not dis-
cussed during the meeting due
to a pending investigation.
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Lucknow (PNS): In a sensation-
al incident in Agra, two broth-
ers were allegedly killed follow-
ing a dispute over removing a
tractor from a field in Pura
Lodhi village, Khandauli, on
Tuesday afternoon, polics said.
Two other members of the
same family were grievously
injured in the incident, they
added.
The conflict reportedly
stemmed from a five-year-long
dispute over 1.25 bighas of
land between the two parties.
According to reports,
Raghuveer from Pura Lodhi
was leaving the field of his rel-
ative Betal Singh, along with his
son Vinay, using a tractor.
The field had a chak road (a
public path for farming purpos-
es) that had been ploughed by
Betal’s side. When Betal object-
ed, Raghuveer instructed his
son to take an alternative route
with the tractor but chose to
stay behind. This led to a heat-
ed argument between the two.
During the altercation, mem-
bers of Betal Singh’s side alleged-
ly attacked Raghuveer with
sticks and spades. 
Hearing his cries for help,
Raghuveer’s wife Saroj Devi, his
brother Satyapal, and nephew
Devanand rushed to the scene,
but the accused surrounded
them and allegedly assaulted
them with shovels, leaving them
severely injured.
Raghuveer succumbed to
injuries on the spot. Family
members and local police
rushed the injured to the near-
by community health centre,
where doctors pronounced
Satyapal dead.
Saroj Devi and Devanand, both
critically injured, were later
transferred to SN Medical
College for further treatment.
The root cause of the murder
was said to be a long-standing
dispute over the division of the
1.25 bigha field. Raghuveer’s
family and Betal Singh had
jointly purchased the land five
years ago. A high-tension
power line runs through the
field, and both sides wanted to
avoid receiving the portion of
land with the power line. This
unresolved issue had prevent-
ed the formal division of the
property. While there had been
several clashes between the
two parties in the past, they
were temporarily resolved with
the intervention of local vil-
lagers. However, the dispute
escalated on Tuesday, resulting
in the loss of two lives, with two
others fighting for their sur-
vival.

.����'(1%��('�(��)�(��%$����8&����� �
Lucknow (PNS): In a major
step towards empowering
young girls, the Basic
Education department of Uttar
Pradesh has launched an initia-
tive under the government’s
Mission Shakti 5.0 campaign.
The initiative aims to provide
girl students from Parishadiya
schools and Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs)
with an opportunity to experi-
ence governance by appointing
them as one-day officers.
A total of 7,500 girls, 100 from
each district, will take on
administrative roles for a day,
helping them gain exposure to
the workings of public admin-
istration while boosting their
confidence and leadership
skills. A detailed plan for this
initiative has been prepared.
Minister of State for Basic
Education (Independent
Charge), Sandeep Singh, stat-
ed, “This scheme aims to pro-
mote the social, economic, and
political empowerment of girls.
It will not only boost their con-
fidence but also inspire them to

become exemplary citizens,
ready to serve society and the
nation in the future. The select-
ed girls will hold positions
such as DM, CDO, BSA, block
development officer, tehsildar,
and DIoS for a day.”
He further noted that Kasganj’s
topper Bhoomika and
Sambhal’s Shalu have already
served as district magistrates
under this programme, suc-
cessfully fulfilling their duties.
This initiative represents a
major step by the government
in empowering girls to become
self-reliant and encouraging
their contributions to society.
Sandeep Singh further empha-
sised, “In the selection process,
preference will be given to
girls who demonstrate profi-
ciency and strong leadership
qualities. The programme will
provide equal opportunities to
girls from all castes, classes,
and categories. This initiative is
a significant step by the govern-
ment towards empowering
daughters to become self-reliant
while giving them practical

exposure to administrative work.
Through Mission Shakti, it pre-
sents a golden opportunity for
girls who wish to recognise
their leadership abilities and
aspire to bring change in soci-
ety.”
The selected girls will serve as
government officials for a day,
where they will not only listen
to public grievances but also
engage in addressing and resolv-
ing them. This hands-on expe-
rience will enhance their deci-
sion-making skills and strength-
en their capacity, preparing
them for a successful future.
Following the chief minister’s
orders, Shalu, a student from
Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalaya in Bahjoi (Sambhal
district), and Kumari Bhoomika,
the topper from Kasganj district,
were symbolically appointed as
district magistrates for a day.
During her tenure, Shalu con-
ducted a meeting of Mission
Shakti, introduced herself to
the officials, and gave directives
on the framework of the mis-
sion’s operations.



�	�	��&)
�������	
	�������� 
	�������	��	����

��������	
���
���������
�����

����������������������3�����*	

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
workers here celebrated party’s

victory for the third time conseutive
time in the Haryana assembly elec-
tions and the success of the party in
Jammu and Kashmir at the Gulab
Bagh party office on Tuesday. 
The BJP workers danced to the beats
of drums, burst crackers and con-
gratulated each other by offering
sweets.
On the occasion, regional party
president Dilip Patel said the people
of Haryana expressed their trust in
the efficient leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and gave
full majority to BJP for the third time
in a row and on the basis of this trust
of the people of Haryana, BJP is
going to form the government in
Haryana again.
City president Vidyasagar Rai
thanked the people of Haryana and
said they have proved that BJP is
necessary for the development of
Haryana by foiling the false propa-
ganda of Congress.
District president and MLC Hansraj
Vishwakarma said the victory of BJP
in Haryana assembly elections has
proved that no matter how much
lies, deceit and confusion the oppo-
sition creates, the people are still with
PM Modi.  Mayor Ashok Tiwari said
the people of Haryana expressed
their trust in the work done by the
central government under the lead-
ership of PM Modi in the last 10
years and gave it full majority for the
third consecutive time. Former
MLA Surendra Narayan Singh said
the people of Haryana have once
again expressed their trust in PM
Modi. Regional media incharge
Navratan Rathi, co media incharge
Santosh Solapurkar, Naveen Kapoor,
Suresh Singh, Jagdish Tripathi, Pooja
Dixit, Sanjay Sonkar, Madhukar
Chitransh, Sadhana Vedanti and
others were also present.
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Prayagraj (PNS): The 92nd anniver-
sary of Indian Air Force (IAF) was
celebrated at headquarters Central
Air Command (CAC), Bamrauli,
here on Tuesday with full fervour.
Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit, Air
Officer Commanding-in-Chief
(AOC-in-C), CAC, laid a wreath at
CAC War Memorial and paid trib-
ute to the bravehearts who laid
down their lives in the service of the
nation. Later, AOC-in-C adminis-
tered the oath of allegiance to all Air
Force personnel as well as civilians.
In his message, the AOC-in-C con-
veyed warm greetings and good
wishes to all retired personnel, air
warriors, Agniveers, NCs(E), DSC
personnel, civilians and their fami-
lies. He stressed on imbibing proac-
tive aerospace safety approach and
mindset, prevention of incidents/
accidents and ensuring optimal util-
isation of resources. 
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Kanpur (PNS): The Kanpur Metro
has reached another significant
milestone completing track con-
struction on the ‘up-line’ to
Kanpur Central. This advance-
ment prepares the train route
from IIT to Kanpur Central as part
of Corridor-1 (IIT to Naubasta). In
the coming days, the installation of
the third rail between Nayaganj and
Kanpur Central will also be com-
pleted. Additionally, work has
begun on casting the track slab for
the ‘down line’ between Nayaganj
and Kanpur Central. Track con-
struction in the underground sec-
tion of Kanpur Metro is advancing
alongside the civil construction of
the stations. Both the track and
third rail installation have been com-
pleted on the ‘up-line’ and ‘down-line’
from the ramp area at McRobertganj
to Nayaganj. 
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Prayagraj (PNS): Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak here on
Tuesday targeted the Congress. He
said Rahul Gandhi is just doing
drama. He said the Bharatiya Janata
Party has gained a huge majority for
the third time and the opposition
has failed completely. The Congress
has been rejected. PM's schemes
have worked. He said the BJP has
won the trust of the public in
Jammu and Kashmir. The equations
there are different. Pathak had come
here to attend the  ‘terahvin’ ceremo-
ny of late Neelam Karvariya, former
MLA from Meja assembly.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday said

democracy has been revived in
Jammu and Kashmir with the
successful conduct of assembly
election as promised by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
He also said that the massive
victory of the BJP in Haryana
is a victory of the unwavering
faith of farmers, poor,
backward, soldiers and youth
in the BJP government led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
Congratulating people of the
Union Territory (UT) for
their participation in the
polls, Shah also said for the
first time since the advent of
terrorism in the 1980s, the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir witnessed such a
transparent and peaceful
election and participated in
the elections in large
numbers.
“The people of Jammu and
Kashmir remember the 1987
assembly elections very well,

when the Congress made a
mockery of democracy by
openly rigging the elections.
Democracy has now been
revived in the same Kashmir
valley,” he said in a series of
social media posts in Hindi 
Shah said Prime Minister
Modi had promised the
people of the country that
peaceful and fair elections
will be conducted in Jammu
and Kashmir.
“I am extremely happy that

for the first time since the
advent of terrorism in the
1980s, the people of Jammu
and Kashmir witnessed such
a transparent and peaceful
election and participated in
the elections in large
numbers.
“I heartily congratulate the
Election Commission,
Jammu and Kashmir
Administration, security
forces and the people of
Jammu and Kashmir for these

successful and historic
elections,” he said.
The senior BJP leader said in
Jammu and Kashmir, where
under the Congress rule,
there was only “reign of terror
and democracy was being
murdered every day”, under
the BJP rule, the great festival
of democracy was celebrated
with full pomp and gaiety.
“People elected their
representatives without any
fear of terror and panic.

Heartfelt gratitude to Prime
Minister Shri
@narendramodi ji for this
unprecedented change,” he
said.
The elections to the 90-
member Jammu and Kashmir
assembly was held after 10
years and for the first time
after the abrogation of Article
370, which gave special status
to the erstwhile state.  The
three-phase polling was
concluded on October 1 and
the results were declared on
Tuesday.
Shah also said the people of
‘Veerbhoomi’ Haryana have
completely rejected the
“negative and divisive
politics” of Congress which
“divides” people on the basis
of caste and region. The
people have chosen the 10
years track record of
development and welfare of
poor of BJP, he added.
“Salute to the people of
Veerbhoomi Haryana. 
This massive victory of the
BJP in Haryana is a victory of
the unwavering faith of
farmers, the poor, the

backward, the soldiers and
the youth in the BJP
government led by Prime
Minister Shri
@narendramodi ji,” he wrote
in a social media post in
Hindi.
The home minister said
Haryana, the land of farmers
and soldiers, has taught a
lesson to those who go abroad
and insult the country for
their vote bank.
“I express my heartfelt
gratitude to the people of
Haryana for giving BJP the
opportunity to serve the state
for the third consecutive
time,” he said.
Shah said the BJP
government at the Centre and
in the state under the
leadership of Modi will fulfil
all aspirations and hopes of
the people of the state.
The BJP is set to return to
power in Haryana for the
third consecutive term with
an absolute majority in the
90-member assembly.  The
polling was held on October
five and results were declared
on Tuesday.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday paid trib-

ute to Lok Janshakti Party
founder Ram Vilas Paswan, a
prominent leader from the
Dalit community, on his fourth
death anniversary, praising
him as an outstanding leader
who was fully devoted to
empowering the poor.
He said in a social media
post, “I pay homage to my
very dear friend and one of
India’s tallest leaders, Shri
Ram Vilas Paswan Ji on his
Punya Tithi. He was an
outstanding leader, fully
devoted to empowering the
poor and dedicated to
building a strong and

developed India.”
The prime minister said he
was fortunate to have worked
with Paswan so closely over
the years. “I greatly miss his
insights on several issues,” he
said.  Paswan was a member
of the Modi cabinet since
2014 till his death in 2020.
A grassroots politician with a

keen sense of ground pulse,
the Bihar leader worked in
the Cabinet of different prime
ministers representing rival
parties and enjoyed good
equation with leaders across
the aisle. His son Chirag
Paswan is now heading the
LJP (Ram Vilas) and is a
Cabinet minister.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will be on a two-day

visit to Laos on October 10 and
11 during which he will attend
the 21st Association of
Southeast Asian
Na t i o n s ( A S E A N ) - I n d i a
Summit and the 19th East Asia
Summit, Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said on Tuesday.
Laos is the current chair of
ASEAN.
On the invitation of his Laos
counterpart Sonexay
Siphandone, Prime Minister
Modi will visit Vientiane on
October 10-11, the MEA said
in a statement.
During the visit, Modi will
attend the 21st ASEAN-India
Summit and the 19th East Asia
Summit being hosted by Laos
as the current chair of ASEAN,
it said. 
Modi is also expected to hold

bilateral meetings on the
margins of the two summits,
according to the MEA. 
“India is marking a decade of
the Act East Policy this year.
Relations with ASEAN are a
central pillar of the Act East
Policy and our Indo-Pacific
vision,” the MEA said.
The ASEAN-India Summit
will review the progress of
India-ASEAN relations
through “our Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership” and
chart the future direction of
cooperation. “The East Asia
Summit, a premier leaders-led
forum that contributes to
building an environment of
strategic trust in the region,
provides an opportunity for
leaders of EAS Participating
Countries, including India, to
exchange views on issues of
regional importance,” the
ministry said.
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India has been recognised by
the World Health

Organization (WHO) for elim-
inating trachoma, an eye dis-
ease caused by a bacterial infec-
tion, as a public health prob-
lem, becoming the third coun-
try in the Southeast Asia region
to achieve this milestone, fol-
lowing Nepal and Myanmar.
Trachoma, which can cause
infectious blindness, is linked
to poor hygiene and
inadequate water supply,
spreading through contact
with infected secretions or
indirectly via flies.
During a ‘Public Health
Awards’ event at the Seventy
Seventh Regional Committee
Session, WHO officials
highlighted the crucial roles
played by India’s government,
ophthalmologists, and
healthcare workers in
effectively managing
trachoma through
surveillance, surgical services,
and community hygiene
initiatives.
“India’s success is due to the
strong leadership of its
government and the
commitment of
ophthalmologists and other

cadres of health-care workers.
“They worked together with

partners to ensure effective
surveillance, diagnosis and
management of active
trachoma, provision of
surgical services for trichiasis,
and promotion of water,
sanitation and hygiene,
particularly facial cleanliness,
among communities,” said
Saima Wazed, Regional
Director WHO South-East
Asia.
The WHO also felicitated
Bhutan for achieving interim
targets for cervical cancer
elimination, Maldives and Sri
Lanka for Hepatitis B control
in children, Timor-Leste for
eliminating lymphatic
filariasis and six countries for
achieving SDG and global
targets for reducing under-

five mortality and stillbirth
rates.
Bhutan was recognised for
reaching the 2030 interim
targets towards elimination of
cervical cancer as a public
health problem, the first
country in the region to
achieve this significant public
health milestone, the WHO
said in a statement.
The interim 90-70-90 targets

are 90 per cent girls fully
vaccinated against Human
papillomavirus (HPV
vaccine) by 15 years of age; 70
per cent of women screened
with a high-performance test
by 35 years of age and again
by 45 years of age and 90 per
cent of women identified with
cervical disease provided
treatment, the statement said.

“The success of the Royal

Government of Bhutan is
driven by strong leadership,
favourable health policies,
organised health systems,
well-defined country
priorities, motivated health
workforce, and efficient
coordination by the Ministry
of Health.
Lauding Maldives and Sri
Lanka for achieving hepatitis
B control, the Regional
Director said that preventing
hepatitis B infection in
children substantially reduces
chronic infections and cases
of liver cancer and cirrhosis in
adulthood.
Bhutan was also recognised

for achieving the SDG and
global 2030 targets of
reducing under-5 mortality
and stillbirth rates while
Timor-Leste was awarded for
the elimination of lymphatic
filariasis as a public health
problem. It is the fifth country
in the Region to eliminate
lymphatic filariasis.

The Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Indonesia,
Maldives, Sri Lanka and
Thailand were felicitated for
achieving the SDG and global
targets for the reduction of
under-5 mortality, neonatal
mortality and stillbirth rates,
the statement added.
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After his diagnosis, 79-year-
old Raghav  Sharma with

advanced cancer was referred
to a hospital with a palliative
care unit, but due to a lack of
trained staff and limited
resources, he experienced long
wait times and inadequate
pain management. 
While his family tried to
provide care at home, they
struggled to manage his
symptoms without
professional guidance.
Palliative care is a medical
approach aimed at improving
the quality of life with the
compassionate support for
individuals with serious
illnesses like third or fourth
stage of cancer.
However, despite the

National Health Policy’s
inclusion of palliative care,
Sharma’s experience for care
reflects the broader issue
where only about 4% of the
estimated 10 million people
needing such care in India
receive it.
Dr Rajagopal, founder of
Pallium India, which
provides pain relief and
palliative care for free,
laments that despite its
inclusion in the National
Health Policy in 2017, the
MBBS curriculum in 2019,
and the BSc Nursing
curriculum in 2021, there
remains a significant gap in
palliative care.
“At least 10 million people in
India require palliative care,
yet only 4 per cent currently
receive it,” he said at an event
recently.

Rajagopal noted that
community volunteers are
essential for advancing
palliative care.
Dr Soumya Swaminathan,
chairperson of the MS
Swaminathan Research
Foundation and former
ICMR head, emphasised that
palliative care not only
addresses the physical pain of
patients but also considers
the broader suffering
experienced by both patients
and their families.
Ahead of the World Hospice
and Palliative Care Day on
October 12, DS Negi, CEO,
of Delhi-based Rajiv Gandhi
Cancer Institute & Research
Centre (RGCIRC) said,
“Doctors and medical
support staff face numerous
challenges in providing
comprehensive hospice and

palliative care.
“Apart from the emotional
resistance from family to
forming support groups, the
infrastructure in India is also
lacking. 
There is an urgent need to
bridge the gap between
patient needs and healthcare
provider practices to enhance
the delivery of palliative care
in India, “ added Negi.
Doing its bit to create
awareness about the
importance of hospice and
palliative care in the country,
the RGCIRC organised a
daylong event ‘Hospice &
Palliative Care Event 24’
(HOPE’24) here recently.
Discussing the need for
advanced care planning
(ACP) during the cancer
treatment, Dr Kinshuki Jain,
Head, Department of Pain

and Palliative care, RGCIRC
said, “This is especially
relevant for life-limiting
illness eg- cancer where ACP
may ensure that patients do
not endure treatment that
may not align with their
wishes or quality of life
preferences.
“It’s crucial to empower
patients and their families to
engage in these conversations
early on, minimizing the
occurrence of futile
treatments.”
A recent study by doctors at
AIIMS Jhajjar too has found
that providing empathetic
treatment to seriously ill
patients can improve their
quality of life. 
“It is an effective approach to
treatment by establishing
better connectivity with
critically ill patients,” it said.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Tuesday questioned former
Indian cricket team captain
and Congress leader
Mohammed Azharuddin in a
money laundering case linked
to alleged financial irregulari-
ties in the Hyderabad Cricket
Association. ED recorded his
statement under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), they said. 
The 61-year-old former
Member of Parliament was
first asked to depose before
the agency on October 3 but
he sought deferment of the
notice and asked for a fresh
date. The agency
subsequently issued him fresh
summons to appear on
October 8. The probe is

related to alleged financial
irregularities in the
Hyderabad Cricket
Association (HCA). The ED
had conducted searches in
connection with the
irregularities in November
last year. 
Azharuddin’s role during his
tenure as the HCA president
is under the scanner of the
agency, the sources had said.
Following the registration of a
case in connection with the
alleged irregularities by

Telangana Police last year, he
had said that the allegations
levelled against him were
“false” and “motivated” and it
was “just a stunt” pulled by
his rivals to ruin his
reputation. The money
laundering case stems from
three FIRs and charge sheets
filed by the Telangana Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) in
connection with alleged
criminal misappropriation of
funds of the HCA to the tune
of Rs 20 crore.
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India and Germany on
Tuesday reviewed the entire

gamut of their bilateral defence
ties during telephonic talks
between Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and his coun-
terpart Boris Pistorius. 
The two leaders also took
stock of ongoing defence
cooperation including
exercises in the air and
maritime domains, defence
ministry said.
The ministers also discussed
ways to further strengthen
the defence industrial
collaboration and enhance
supply chain resilience, the
Indian defence ministry said.
“Rajnath Singh held a
telephonic conversation with
the German Federal Minister
of Defence Mr Boris
Pistorius on October 8,” it
said.
The telephonic conversation
comes ahead of German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s
scheduled visit to India later
this month.
The ministers “briefly
reviewed the ongoing
defence cooperation

activities including exercises
in the air and maritime
domains,” the ministry said
in a statement.
Rajnath and Pistorius
discussed ways to further
strengthen the defence
industrial collaboration and
enhance supply chain
resilience, it added.
“They planned to meet in the
near future to give concrete
shape to the defence
engagements and joint
projects with an aim to
transform defence as a key
pillar of the India-Germany
bilateral relationship,” the
ministry said.
Rajnath also posted on social
media about the talks. “Had a
telephonic conversation with
the German Federal Minister
of Defence, Mr Boris
Pistorius. 
We reviewed the ongoing
defence cooperation
activities including the
exercises in air and maritime
domain. We also discussed
ways and means to
strengthen the defence
industrial collaboration and
enhance supply chain
resilience,” he wrote on the
social media platform.
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Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh on

Tuesday highlighted the need
for the Indian Air Force (IAF)
to realign itself to meet the pre-
sent and future requirements as
the global security environ-
ment is in a state of constant
flux.
The ongoing conflicts have
demonstrated the
requirement to have a strong
and capable Air Force.
Therefore, there is a need for
the IAF to be prepared to
meet any contingency that
challenges our national
interest, he noted.
After reviewing the Parade at
the Air Force Station in
Tambaram near Chennai on
the occasion of 92nd Annual
IAF Day celebrations, he said,
“Adopting the latest
technology along with
innovative and out-of-the-
box thinking will play a
decisive role in today’s multi-
domain environment.”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi lauded Air Force

personnel for their courage
and professionalism as he
greeted them on the Air Force
Day. The day is observed to
mark the anniversary of the
institution and to
commemorate the sacrifices
made by air warriors.
Modi said in a social media
post, “Air Force Day greetings
to our brave air warriors. Our
Air Force is admired for their
courage and professionalism.
Their role in protecting our
nation is extremely
commendable”.
IAF chief recalled that last
year the Indian Air Force
made a significant stride in
strengthening operational
capabilities, enhancing
professionalism and adapting
to ever-evolving challenging
modern warfare.
“The global security
environment is in a state of
constant flux. Ongoing
conflicts have demonstrated
the requirement to have a
strong and capable air force.
Therefore, there is a need for
the Indian Air Force to be
prepared to meet any
contingency that challenges

our national interest,” he said.
Referring to the theme of this
year’s Annual Day, ‘Bharatiya
Vayu Sena: Saksham, Sashakt,
Atmanirbhar’ (Potent,
Powerful and Self-Reliant),
IAF chief said, “it perfectly
describes our aspirations.”
“Over the years, we have
become more empowered
with better technology and
achieved new levels of
operational exploitation of
our systems and weapons.”
He pointed out that the past
year was very eventful and the
Air Force proved its mettle on
various fronts. In 2024, the
IAF chief said, the Air Force
expanded its participation in
bilateral and multilateral
exercises with Air Forces of
friendly foreign countries.

“We also conducted the
largest multi-national exercise
Tarang Shakti on the Indian
soil after a gap of 61 years
with participation from Air
Forces of more than 30
nations,” he added.
“We have been always the first
responder in any calls of
humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief both within
India and abroad. In the last
one year, the Indian Air Force
has been called upon to
provide flood relief in many
locations while fighting forest
fires in some other,” IAF chief
said.
The Indian Air Force beyond
the borders, also played an
important role in relief and
evacuation from many
countries, he added.
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Indian astrology has a long
and rich history. It all
starts with the Vedas. The

Yaga rituals prescribed in the
Rigveda demanded accuracy
in all respects. The Yagasalai
— the tent where the rituals
are performed — had to be
built with precise measure-
ments. The means and meth-
ods to compute these mea-
surements later evolved into
Vastu or Indian architecture.
The Yaga rituals were to begin
at an auspicious time, when
planetary positions aligned in
a certain order. 
The methods to compute
such auspicious times —
Muhurta, in Sanskrit — paved
the way to the development of
astronomy and astrology in
India.Indian astronomy has a
long and strong association
with scholars from the other
ancient civilisations.
Suryasiddhanta, one of the
ancient Indian treatises on
astronomy, begins with the
author’s prayer to the Sun
God asking Him to reveal the
secrets of the universe. The
Sun God then appears and
advises the seeker to go and
meet Turamaya in the
Romaka country to learn
more about cosmological sys-
tems and their calculations.

Experts in the field, including
Dr Ebenezer Burgess who
translated the text to English,
opine that Turamaya men-
tioned in the text is the great
astronomer Ptolemy, and
Romaka stands for Roman
Egypt. Indian predictive
astrology too has a strong
bond with Greece. One of the
very first texts on predictive
astrology, which is still wide-
ly used by Indian astrologers,
is the Yavana-Jataka, or the
Greek Horoscopy, authored
by Sphujiddhvaja
Yavaneswara.
The word Yavana derives
from Ionian, and broadly
means Greece. Another text
of the same lineage is the
Vruddha-Yavana-Jataka, or
the Great Greek Horoscopy.
The ancient astrological texts
often mention the Greek
astrologers and astronomers
with reverence and respect.
Indian astrology made its
mark through Varahamihira,
who is considered as the fore-

most authority of ancient
times. His text, the Horasastra
is the most widely used astro-
logical text. Varahamihira
was a Maga-Brahmin, Priestly
class of Hindus who wor-
shipped Sun. It should be
noted that his book on the
lives of philosophers,
Diogenes Laertius writes that
the great Democritus learned
from Magi-Priests. This could
be the class of Varahamihira. 
It should be noted that
Varahamihira was also a great
mathematician and an
astronomer who authored
detailed treatises on these
subjects. Indian kings and the
elite class had their own team
of astrologers, who advised
them on the military strate-
gies. Astrology was one of the
chief components of Indian
knowledge system and was
metaphorically mentioned as
the eye of the Veda. Under
this branch, many subjects
developed including astron-
omy and mathematics. Later,
when the Mughal invaders
tried to attack this knowledge
system in the northern part of
India, the center of Indian
intellectual debates and stud-
ies shifted to the south of
India. Astrology to
Mathematics thrived in south

India. At the south they devel-
oped their own system of
horary astrology, a detailed
method of predicting the
future, and named it
Ashtamangala Prashna. In
the field of Mathematics, the
great Madhava of
Samgamagrama indepen-
dently discovered Infinite
Series for the Trigonometric
Functions, which is known
today as the “Madhava-
Gregory- Leibniz Series.”India
and Indian Astrology con-
tributed heavily towards the
development of science —
specifically in the fields of
astronomy, astrology, and
mathematics. 
We always appreciated and
respected scholars from civil-
isations and cultures foreign
to us too. In the Veda, there
is a line “Yatra Viswam
Bhavatyeka Needam” which
means, here the world
becomes a single nest. In the
arena of knowledge systems,
we lived up to it. The world
was a single and simple nest
to us. Many birds, scholars
and intellectuals, from many
trees, many countries, resided
in that nest harmoniously.

(The writer is a vedic scholar
based in Kerala; views are

personal)
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ruled the fortunes of his country for
eight good years. To prevail against the
maverick Donald Trump, Kamala Harris
would require Obama's sage counsel.
Kamala Harris and Obama have known
each other for over two decades, and it
was she who endorsed Obama for pres-
ident in 2009. 
The Democratic campaign is now "all
hands on deck," and beginning from
Pennsylvania, where Obama has a huge
clout could push Kamala Harris ahead,
although, as Obama himself has admit-
ted, it's going to be a "fight." Local gal-
vanisation of supporters cannot be
more crucial and relevant under the cir-
cumstances. Kamala Harris has hired
some key aides of Obama who helped
him in his campaign. Obama knows
stakes are very high in this election. He
also knows another Trump era could
spell disaster for the US in many ways.
Can the "mentor" swing the votes for his
"pupil"? The answer may decide whether
or not Kamala Harris will take over as
the 47th US President.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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Madam — Stampede is an expected
incident in mass gatherings. The Air
show at Marina Beach was a much-
awaited event for the nation to inspire
youth to be a part of the armed forces.
Events like this must be planned metic-
ulously by the state government to cre-
ate an enthusiasm amongst the youth to
be a part of the armed forces.
Unfortunately, the stampede and deaths
of five civilians during the show have left
a void in the magnificent showcase of
Indian Air Force power. 
Hopefully the venue, climatic condition
and safety of the viewers are kept in
mind while the state government plans
such brilliant airshows. The magnitude
of the event was such that the roaring
Chennai shore saw the best of the show-
case by the air warriors and the applause
by the audience was one of immense
enthusiasm.

Mythili Vinod | Secunderabad
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Madam —This refers to the write-up on
Make in India (October 7). Make in
India is more a slogan than a solution.
This is because the investments made
in the production sector come from
FDIs, FIIs or FPIs which are basically
known as butterfly capital that tend to
fly away anytime for little more bene-
fit offered elsewhere. They are coming
in without any conditionality like
increasing employment, exports, or tax
income. China utilised the system of for-
eign capital coming into China by
imposing conditions like employing
the locals, ensuring exports, bringing in
new technology, etc.
With such conditions, the country
could transform itself from Make in
China to Made in China and is able to
threaten even the most advanced
economies. The Indian model is func-
tioning under 'Ease of doing business'
where land, power, tax benefits and
cheap labour are offered with the least
monitoring, control or regulatory sys-
tem in vogue or muted. The example of
Samsung is to explain this. The manage-
ment is facing a prolonged strike by the
workers on basic demands like a hike in
wage and the right to form a union of
their choice. The government is neither
able to convince the management nor
compel them to respect the law of the
land. All under the fear of losing future
investments. Therefore, Make in India
is a slogan but not a solution, as even
after some decades the country will have
no scope under the present system to
transform to Make in India.

AG Rajmohan | Anantapur
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Madam — That former President of the
United States (US), Barack Obama, is all
set to undertake a 27-day campaign for
Democratic Party presidential candidate
Kamala Harris should be music to the
latter's ears. Obama came to power in
2009 with high expectations, riding on
the catchy "yes, we can" slogan, and
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the field not only inspired
future generations of athletes
but also set the stage for the
Civil Rights Movement. 
Catalyst for Social Change
Beyond unification, sports
have historically acted as pow-
erful catalysts for social change.
Athletes often leverage their
platforms to advocate for jus-
tice and equality, using their
visibility to challenge societal
norms and highlight injustices.
The Paralympic Games, which
began in 1960, have been
instrumental in promoting
inclusion and accessibility for
athletes with disabilities. 
Sports icons like Muhammad
Ali, Jackie Robinson, and Billie
Jean King have used their
influence to push for racial and
gender equality. Ali’s refusal to
be drafted into the Vietnam
War due to his opposition to
racial injustice is one of the
most significant acts of protest
in sports history. The 1968
Olympics in Mexico City
became a global stage for
protest when American sprint-
ers Tommie Smith and John
Carlos raised their fists in a
Black Power salute during the
medal ceremony, drawing
attention to the struggles of
African Americans and other
marginalised groups.
Moreover, sports diplomacy
has been a strategy for nations
to ease tensions. A notable
example is the 1971 “Ping-
Pong Diplomacy” between the
United States and China,
where a simple table tennis
match opened the door to
diplomatic relations between

the two superpowers. 
Community Development
Sports play a crucial role in
community development,
especially in underserved
areas. Youth sports pro-
grammes provide numerous
benefits, including improved
physical health, enhanced
social skills, and academic
achievement. For many, these
programmes serve as a safe
haven, offering structure, men-
torship, and opportunities that
might otherwise be unavail-
able. At the community level,
sports unite people around
common goals. Local teams
often foster a sense of pride
and identity, bringing commu-
nities together to support their
athletes. This sense of unity not
only strengthens social bonds
but also helps reduce crime
rates and enhance communi-
ty cohesion. 
Cultural Dimensions of
Sports
The sociological and anthro-
pological impact of sports is
undeniable. In India, for
instance, sports reflect a com-
plex interplay of caste, com-
munity, gender, and sexuality.
Historical traditions such as
‘Mallakhamb’, an ancient
Indian martial art that blends
yoga and exercise, illustrate
how sports can embody cul-
tural heritage. Similarly, tradi-
tional games like ‘Kabaddi’ in
Odisha and ‘Jallikattu’ in Tamil
Nadu showcase the socio-cul-
tural significance of sports in
various regions.
Sports events and local tradi-
tions can serve as powerful

tools for social change, trans-
forming communities and
promoting inclusivity. The
1995 Rugby World Cup in
South Africa is a prominent
example, where sports helped
bridge the divide between
black and white South
Africans during Mandela's
presidency. 
A Continuing Legacy
The stories of athletes who
have championed justice, the
communities transformed by
sports initiatives, and the bar-
riers dismantled through ath-
letic achievement illustrate the
transformative power of
sports. The recent resurgence
of movements like Black Lives
Matter has reemphasised the
social power of sports. Athletes
across various leagues have
taken stands against racial
injustice, using actions like tak-
ing a knee during the nation-
al anthem to raise awareness.
Major sports organisations
have embraced these move-
ments, reflecting a growing
recognition of the role sports
play in advancing social justice.
As we look to the future, it is
evident that sports will contin-
ue to be a powerful force for
good, uniting people, inspiring
change, and contributing to a
better world. The power of
sports to foster connection and
advocate for justice is more
important than ever.

(The writer is associate pro-
fessor and head, Journalism
and Mass Communication,

Rama Devi Women's
University, Bhubaneswar;

views are personal)

 ���������������������
���
������	����	��	
��

Nelson Mandela, a
Black nationalist and
the first Black pres-
ident of South
Africa, once assert-

ed, “Sport has the power to
change the world. It has the
power to inspire. It has the power
to unite people in a way that lit-
tle else does. It is more powerful
than governments in breaking
down racial barriers. It laughs in
the face of all types of discrimi-
nation.” This sentiment under-
scores the profound influence
sports can have on society.
Recently, Indian shooter Manu
Bhaker, the first female athlete
from her country to win an
Olympic medal in shooting,
echoed this sentiment, emphasis-
ing that one does not have to pur-
sue conventional careers like
medicine or engineering. She
expressed that "sports life is a
beautiful life," showcasing how
sports can be a fulfilling and
empowering path. The release of
the Ga-Mashie Boxing Heritage
photobook and video in Ghana
highlights the socio-cultural
dimensions of sports, suggesting
that these occurrences should not
be viewed in isolation but rather
as part of a broader sociological
and anthropological landscape.
Throughout history, from ancient
traditions to contemporary con-
texts, sports have blurred the lines
between sociology and anthropol-
ogy, influencing everything from
local culture to global events.
Breaking Down Barriers
Sports possess a unique ability to
dismantle barriers related to race,
gender and disability. Historically,
they have served as a battleground
for challenging exclusionary prac-
tices and promoting inclusivity. In
ancient Greece, for instance,
Spartan girls participated in phys-
ical training and competed in
sports, an early testament to gen-
der equality in athletics. Ghana,
renowned for producing world-
class boxers, has long viewed the
sport as a symbol of hope and
resilience.
Racial integration in sports has
often signified broader societal
changes. A landmark moment in
American history was Jackie
Robinson's breaking of Major
League Baseball’s colour barrier
in 1947. His courage in facing
racial hostility while excelling on
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Images of some regions of Antarctica's
ice landscape turning green definite-
ly ring as an alarm bell to the whole

globe and give a grim message alerting
mankind to watch where we are heading
to. This dramatic transformation, with its
icy landscape increasingly turning green,
reveals that the rate of this change has
accelerated by over 30 per cent in recent

years. Scientists and environmentalists say
that this  ''greening" of the Antarctic
Peninsula, highlights  the urgent conse-
quences of a warming period and the ten-
fold rise underscores the significant
impact of climate change. 
A study made between 1986 and 2021 by
researchers has revealed that an increase
in the vegetation cover across the
Antarctic Peninsula has soared from less
than one square kilometre to nearly 12
square kilometres within a period of 35
years, which according to the global clock
is a short period. Global players, heads
and the whole global community must
come together and chalk out urgent mea-
sures to check this because if this is kept
unchecked and ignored it will only end
up in disaster resulting in an apocalypse. 

M Pradyu | Kannur
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In the evolving landscape of
healthcare, patient satis-
faction and engagement as

equal partners in their care
journey have become pivotal.
The quality of the patient
experience—how well they
feel cared for—greatly influ-
ences their perception of
healthcare services. Many
countries, such as the United
Kingdom and Australia, have
recognised this and intro-
duced standards that empha-
size active patient involve-
ment to improve care out-
comes. Shared decision-mak-
ing (SDM) has gained signif-
icant global traction as a means
to promote patient autonomy
and foster truly patient-cen-
tered care.
Promoting Patient
Autonomy: Shared decision-
making is a collaborative 

process where patients and
healthcare professionals work
together to make informed
decisions about treatment
plans. This collaboration spans
various aspects, from immedi-
ate treatment needs to long-
term care plans, such as
advance care planning.
Healthcare providers play a
crucial role in facilitating this
process by offering clear infor-
mation and supporting patient

deliberation, empowering
individuals to make decisions
based on their preferences, val-
ues, and informed consent.
Engaging patients in the deci-
sion-making process is essen-
tial to improving healthcare
outcomes and experiences.
When patients are confident
and well-informed, they are
more likely to choose treat-
ments that align with their per-
sonal beliefs and preferences.
This also increases health lit-
eracy, leading to better long-
term decisions and greater
satisfaction. Active patient par-
ticipation can result in faster
recovery times, reduced anx-
iety, and improved adherence
to treatment plans. Patients
who are actively involved in
their care tend to have better
outcomes, including improved
overall well-being and quick-

er recovery from illness or
surgery.
Moreover, patients who feel
respected and valued in the
decision-making process tend
to develop stronger relation-
ships with their healthcare
providers. This trust benefits
both the patient and the
provider, often leading to bet-
ter treatment outcomes and
reducing the risk of medical lit-
igation. In today’s healthcare
environment, where patient-
centered care is increasingly
prioritized, the active partici-
pation of patients is key to
achieving meaningful and last-
ing improvements. From a
business perspective, higher
patient satisfaction can lead to
more returning patients, bet-
ter reviews, and an increase in
foot traffic for healthcare
providers.

Challenges of Patient
Engagement in India: 
In India, the desire for more
patient involvement in health-
care decisions is growing, but
significant barriers remain.
Many patients report feeling
inadequately informed about
treatment plans even after
consenting to surgery, often
seeking external sources of
information. A study con-
ducted at a tertiary hospital
revealed that although all
patients were aware of their
diagnosis, less than one-third
knew about the risks of their
treatment or alternative
options. Consequently, many
sought answers outside their
treating doctor, demonstrating
a gap in communication
between patients and
providers.
Patient involvement in treat-

ment decisions is largely lim-
ited to high-end healthcare
institutions such as tertiary
care centers, academic hospi-
tals, or high-cost therapies.
Overworked clinical staff in
India often lack the time to
engage patients meaningfully
in the decision-making
process. 
Leveraging Digital Solutions
for Better Patient Care:
Digital technologies offer sig-
nificant hope for improving
patient engagement. These
innovations enhance patient
deliberation, promote self-
responsibility, and strengthen
patient-provider interactions.
For resource-limited, over-
burdened healthcare systems
like India’s, digital solutions can
save clinicians’ time while
boosting patient engagement,
making them especially suit-

able for low-resource envi-
ronments.
India’s Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission (ABDM) aims
to create an interoperable
ecosystem that engages all
healthcare stakeholders, pro-
viding tools to promote patient
autonomy and facilitate
patient-centered care. 
The convergence of global
discourse, national policies,
rising patient demand for par-
ticipation, and available digi-
tal solutions presents an excel-
lent opportunity to main-
stream this approach across
India.
One of the significant ways
digital solutions enhance
patient engagement is by pro-
viding patients with access to
comprehensive health records.
When patients have control
over their health information,

they can make better-informed
decisions, improving their
involvement in the care
process. For clinicians, access
to long-term records enables
more personalized treatment
options. 
Through the ABDM, patient
records are linked by a unique
14-digit Ayushman Bharat
Health Account (ABHA),
ensuring that all health data—
from diagnostics to treatment
histories—are stored in one
place. This enables providers to
help patients make informed
decisions based on accurate,
comprehensive histories, while
patients can participate active-
ly by accessing their records at
any time.

(The writer is Founder &
Director - Ujala Cygnus

Healthcare Services; views are
personal)
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gy and investment can be a game
changer. The bigger problem is
the management of nearly 220
million tonnes of waste in the
landfills around many cities.
Mountains of garbage at
Ghazipur, Okhala, Bhalswa and
Bandhwari in and around the
national capital have been engag-
ing the attention of governments,
experts and Courts for quite
some time, but no workable solu-
tion has been found. 
Liquid wastes are a more serious
problem. The civic agencies
allowing sewage to flow through
open drains have to ensure that
all such drains are concealed, lest
the sewage mixes with the flood
water and can find its way into
urban water bodies. Further, the
sewer lines carrying household
sewage and the soak pits are to be
periodically checked and repaired
so that no leakage takes place and
underground aquifers are not
contaminated. A sewage treat-
ment plant (STP) provided at the
inlet point of a water body should
be functional and no untreated
sewage should be allowed to
ingress into the water body with-
out treatment. Local bodies and
municipalities must ensure that
individual houses do not connect
their sewer line to stormwater
drains, which often happens in
thickly populated slums. The
water flowing in stormwater
drains ends up in the water body
directly without going through
any treatment. The mixing of
sewage in the stormwater drains
can be quite harmful and must be
prevented at all costs. Bengaluru’s
city corporation used to generate
1400 Million litres per day (MLD)
of sewage in 2005-06 and 2006-
07, however, less than 400 MLD
used to go through STP. Going
through STP does not mean that

the said quantity was treated;
often the managers of STP
switched off power mischievous-
ly to save on cost. At present 1700
MLD sewage is generated, and
nearly three-quarters of it goes
through STP. The story in other
metropolitan cities is similar.
STP capacity has to be increased
across the country to prevent the
contamination of groundwater,
which is otherwise the source of
many water-borne diseases.
Further, there should be stricter
vigilance on the management so
that these do not malfunction.
Plastics and polythene have
become the parts of our lives. 
It has its share of impacting our
health and also that of wild ani-
mals and livestock. Especially
single-use plastics are thrown
haphazardly and find their way
either into the mountain of
garbage or into the water bodies.
It is also directly consumed by
livestock, wild animals as well as
aquatic life, some of which suffo-
cate and die. Imagine fishes feed-
ing on it and our non-vegetarian
friends relishing f ishes.
Microplastics are in all our blood
and are a very big health hazard.
The introduction of bio-latrines
in trains has been quite a revolu-
tion. Before 2014 train tracks
even abetting the platforms used
to be filled with human excreta,
a repulsive site that no one likes
to look at. This has been over-
come through wonderful innova-
tion. However, as the trains pass
through the outskirts of big cities,
the dumps containing plastics and
polythene are seen on either side.
It is often very painful to watch.
We need to make changes in our
behaviour and ensure that the
uses are brought to a minimum. 
We must honour the ban on sin-
gle-use plastics imposed by the

central government. Education
and awareness campaigns must be
run this fortnight when we are
celebrating the golden decade of
Indian sanitation. Burning of
debris is often found to be an easy
method in the dry season to get
rid of weeds and garbage. Punjab
and Haryana farmers after har-
vesting the paddy are in the habit
of burning the stubble to prepare
the field for growing wheat.
Unfortunately, the season of stub-
ble burning coincides with a
weather system that has practical-
ly no vertical circulation of air
and oxides of nitrogen and car-
bon emitted during burning do
not escape into the upper atmos-
phere resulting in smog all
around big cities. 
This causes difficulties in breath-
ing and is a serious health hazard
for the citizens. Most aware citi-
zens have been preventing any
burning of weeds and garbage in
their neighbourhood. This fort-
night provides an opportunity to
conduct many education and
awareness campaigns. When plas-
tics and polythene are burnt
along with garbage and weeds,
more obnoxious gases are emit-
ted and it may be very difficult to
stay around. All such emissions
are greenhouse gases and find a
place in the upper atmosphere
when the weather pattern Is
favourable. Among these gases,
carbon dioxide is a nonreactive
compound and it stays in the
atmosphere for hundreds of years.
It accelerates the temperature
rise. We are already facing adverse
consequences in the warming
world. We must bring changes in
our behaviour.

(The writer is Retired Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests,

Head of Forest Force,
Karnataka; views are personal)

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan was
launched by PM Narendra Modi
on the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti in 2014. The mission has
completed ten years and during

this period 120 million families have
been provided access to safe sanitation
at their homes. The rural household
latrines have transformed the lives of the
masses, especially about human health
and well-being. It has cut open defeca-
tion and UNICEF’s report in 2018 indi-
cates that there is a saving of 5.2 per cent
of GDP in a year on this count. The
other observed benefits are preventing
pollution of groundwater, less infant
mortality and better attendance for girl
children in schools. Though nearly
4000 cities are certified to have main-
tained hygiene and cleanliness, the
challenge for users and managers is to
keep it all functional and used contin-
uously. 
The golden decade of Indian sanitation
is being celebrated this year starting
from 17th September 2024 (PM’s birth-
day) to 2nd October 2024, Gandhi
Jayanti. Let me examine in this piece as
to what are the hits and misses of the
mission and also indicate the possible
roadmap for the future. Civic agencies
and local bodies have done their bit for
the success of the mission. The annual
ranking of city corporations on this front
has made them highly competitive.
Cities like Indore, Mysuru and Lucknow
and several others have secured high
ranks, which has induced other city cor-
porations to do more work for better
ranks. The segregation of solid wastes
into wet and dry has taken a big leap.
The processing of urban wastes which
used to be 18 per cent in 2014 has gone
up to 80 per cent today. The manage-
ment of solid waste disposal sites has
remained a challenge. The generation of
electricity and biofuel from dry wastes
has not picked up as yet. However, use
of the wet wastes to generate compost
and biogas is relatively better perform-
ing. More innovation, use of technolo-
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Buoyed by the BJP’s return to
power in Haryana, the rul-

ing MahaYuti leaders on
Tuesday expressed confidence
that Maharashtra would see a
repeat of Haryana's “historic”
victory in the forthcoming
State Assembly polls.
Talking to media persons at the
BJP headquarters here, State
BJP president Chandrashekhar
Bawankule said that the people
of Haryana had rejected the
Congress’ efforts to project a
“false narrative” and mislead
the backward classes in the
north-Indian state.
“The Congress had misled the
backward class community
during the Lok Sabha polls.

Similar false propaganda car-
ried out by the Opposition
Congress during the Haryana
Assembly electioneering had
fallen flat on its face.  The peo-
ple of Haryana have support-
ed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s positive poll plank of
‘Vikasit Bharat’ ,”  Bawankule
said. “After hearing what all
Rahul Gandhi said in the
United States abput reserva-
tions, the anti-reservation ace
of the Congress stood exposed.
The people have realized that
only BJP can protest the
Constitution and interests of
people. The people want a
double-engine government for
development. The people of
Maharashtra will deliver a sim-
ilar verdict in the State
Assembly poll,,” the State BJP

chief said.
Expressing the BJP’s commit-
ment to take all sections of the
people along with it,
Bawankule said: “It is for the
Congress leadership to self-
introspection As far as BJP is

concerned, we will not become
arrogant over our victory nor
will get deterred by the electoral
setbacks”.  .   
Meanwhile, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde's son
and Shiv Sena MP Dr Shrikant

Shinde said that the people of
Haryana had rejected Rahul
Gandhi’s attempt to drive a
wedge in the society through
caste-religion-based politics
“The voters  Haryana have
rejected these divisive tactics
indulged in  by Rahul Gandhi.
Instead, they have chosen  sta-
bility and progress offered by a
double-engine government.
Maharashtra will witness a
similar outcome in the State
Assembly polls”.
Addressing a news conference
in Jalna in Marathwada during
the fourth phase of the Jan
Samwad Yatra, Shinde said:
“Rahul Gandhi attempted to
polarize votes with caste hatred
wherever he went. However,
the people of Haryana have
responded decisively, reject-

ing this politics of division in
favour of progress.”
Describing the BJP’s electoral
victory in Haryana as a “clear
message to Congress and oppo-
sition parties indulging in caste
politics,” Shinde  said: “The
people had secured some seats
in Lok Sabha polls through
claims that the BJP, if re-elect-
ed to power, would rewrite the
Constitution. However, the
people rejected  the Congress'
“fake narrative” used in the
Haryana Assembly polls

“The people are seeing the
positive impact of a double-
+engine government—both at
the state and national levels—
and I am certain that this will
reflect in the upcoming
Maharashtra elections,” Shinde
said.
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Arun Yadav, state social
media head of Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) said that the
results of the 2024 Haryana
Vidhan Sabha elections have
emphatically underscored the
unassailable strength of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in
Haryana.
Defying the predictions of polit-
ical pundits, strategists, and exit
polls alike, the BJP has secured
a historic, decisive mandate,
forming the government for an
unprecedented third consecutive
term.
"In a state notorious for its
cyclical anti-incumbency and
frequent power shifts, this vic-
tory stands as a testament to the
faith that the people of Haryana
have reposed in our gover-
nance," he said.
We also extend our deepest

gratitude to Manohar Lal
Khattar, whose visionary lead-
ership over the past decade laid
the foundation for this triumph.
His dedication to clean gover-
nance, development, and peo-
ple-centric policies has won the
hearts of Haryanvis," he
said.Nayab Singh Saini, who
executed the vision with preci-
sion and led our party to a his-
toric third victory. His leadership
has set a new benchmark for
governance in the state, and
under his continued guidance,
Haryana will achieve unprece-
dented heights of development.
"The BJP’s campaign stood firm-
ly on its 10-year record of clean,
corruption-free governance. Our
policies for women, farmers, the
poor, and Dalits, along with our
commitment to transparency in
government recruitment—
ensuring no ‘kharchi-parchi’—
resonated deeply with the elec-
torate," he added.
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From emerging as a king-
maker in the 2019

Haryana Assembly polls to
facing a potential wipeout
five years later, the Jannayak
Janta Party has witnessed a
dramatic fall in its electoral
fortune after its alliance with
the BJP ended in March.
Party leader and former
deputy chief  minister
Dushyant Chautala faced a
humiliating defeat in the polls
as he trails in the fifth spot in
the Uchana Kalan Assembly
segment -- a seat that he won

in 2019.
In 2019, the JJP won 10 of the
90 assembly seats, but it
emerged as a kingmaker and
forged a post-poll alliance
with the BJP, which had fall-
en six short of a simple major-
ity after winning 40 seats. The
Ajay Singh Chautala-led
party, which was born after a
vertical split in the parent out-
fit Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) in December 2018
owing to a family feud, saw a
sudden rise in its graph and
abrupt decline once its
alliance with the BJP ended in
March this year.
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The "biggest lesson" from
Haryana is that one should

never be "overconfident" in
the elections, AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal said on Tuesday after
the Congress failed to come
back to power in the assembly
polls despite 10 years of anti-
incumbency against the BJP.
The Aam Aadmi Party and
Congress failed to stitch up a
pre-poll alliance due to differ-
ences over seat sharing.
While the AAP has lost on all
seats it contested, the Congress
has also fallen well short of the
majority mark in the state,
and the ruling BJP is all set to
form the government for the
third consecutive time.
"The biggest lesson of this is

that one should never be over-
confident in the elections,"
said Kejriwal while addressing
a gathering of the AAP munic-
ipal councillors at an event. "No

election should be taken light-
ly. Each election and each seat
is tough," he added.
In the Lok Sabha polls this

year, the AAP and the Congress
fought elections together in
Haryana. As part of their
agreement, the Aam Aadmi
Party contested only one seat,
but it lost while the Congress
won five out of 10 Lok Sabha
seats in Haryana.

Reacting to the results of
Haryana Assembly polls, AAP's
state chief Sushil Gupta said
that outcome would have been
different if there would have
been an alliance like the Lok
Sabha elections.  Both parties
were part of the opposition
INDIA bloc in the Lok Sabha
polls.

"The outcome would have
been different if the alliance (of
AAP-Congress) had partici-
pated in this (Haryana's)
assembly election as well...,"
Gupta said.
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Kerala is on the verge of a
major Constitutional cri-

sis as the Chief Secretary and
Police Chief refused to meet
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan who had summoned
them to Raj Bhavan to brief
him about some of the sensi-
tive political developments
that hogged the limelight
recently.
Both the Chief Secretary and
the Police Chief were asked to
meet the Governor on
Tuesday evening and explain
to him about the recent state-
ments made by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan about gold
smuggling and hawala cash
seized in Malappuram district
and the latter’s volte face fol-
lowing the displeasure of the
Islamic community in the
State. The decision of the
two senior officials in the
State not to brief  the

Governor came following
instructions from Chief
Minister’s Office, it is reliably
learnt. According to Vijayan,
the Governor has no business
to summon the chief secretary
and the DGP over the head of
the chief minister.
“The Governor’s action was
following the refusal  of
Vijayan to meet him and
explain the details about gold
smuggling and hawala trans-
actions reported from the
Malappuram district. The
Chief Minister himself had
disclosed during a press meet
that the district topped the
table in the quantity of smug-
gled gold and hawala cash
seized in the State. Vijayan
had disclosed in the presser
that out of the 147 kg smug-
gled gold seized in the State
during the last three years
Malappuram district alone
accounted for 124.47 kg yel-
low metal. 
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Terming the BJP’s victory in
Haryana as historic, PM Modi
expressed his gratitude to the
voters for giving a clear
majority to the BJP for a record
third term. He also called this
the “victory of the
Constitution”.
The PM said the people of
Haryana have done wonders.
“Jaha doodh-dahi ka khana,
waisa hai apna
Haryana’...Today is the sixth
day of Navratri, the day of Maa
Katyayani. Maa Katyayani is
sitting on a lion with a lotus in
her hand. She is blessing all of
us. On such a holy day, lotus
has bloomed in Haryana for
the third time,” he added. 
He slammed the Congress
party for spreading ‘hatred’
and misleading the voters on
different issues including that
of farmers and Agniveers.
“...For some time now, many
conspiracies are being hatched
against India. Many
conspiracies are being hatched
to weaken India’s democracy

and social fabric. International
conspiracies are being hatched.
National parties like Congress
and their allies are involved in
this game. 
Today Haryana has given a
befitting reply to every such
conspiracy. Every Indian will
have to take a pledge that we
will not let any such conspiracy
succeed. India will not deviate
from the path of development,”
he said. He said the Congress
tried to provoke Dalits, tribals,
farmers and youth in all
possible ways, but people saw
through its tricks and
propaganda and rejected the
party.

The PM said farmers in
Haryana gave Congress a
befitting reply, showed they are
with the country, with the BJP. 
PM Modi accused the
Congress of indulging in an
international conspiracy to
defame the country. He alleged
that the Congress has become
a ‘parasite’ (parjeevi) that is
dependent on its alliance
partners and at times, ends up
swallowing them.

From page 1

The presence of historical
sites also adds to the jams
even as traffic remains
largely unregulated and
commuters left on their own
to figure it out. Additionally,
people also say that they
have seen ambulances stuck
raising concerns about
safety.
"The traffic movement on
Mathura Road in the area of
Lajpat Nagar Traffic Circle
usually remains normal.
However, a number of
historical places i.e.
Humayun Tomb complex,
Sunder Nursery and Hazrat
Nizamuddin Dargah which

daily sees heavy footfall of
tourists and visitors, are
situated on Mathura Road at
Auxiliary Route (R/A) Neela
Gumbad (Sabz Burj)," a
senior traffic police officer
said.
Commuters frequently take
to social media to express
their frustrations regarding
the same, complaining of
mismanaged and
unregulated traffic bereft of
police personnel. "In the
past week, we have faced
horrible traffic jams in Delhi
while coming to
Indirapuram. 
Once we were caught in
Pragati Maidan tunnel. Then
once on Barapullah road for

one hour. Then the day
before, on Ashram flyover
for an hour," a commuter
said.
According to officials, there
are two traffic police
personnel deployed on R/A
Neela Gumbad to regulate
and manage traffic and one
private crane is available
with the circle which keeps
removing the obstructively
parked vehicles.
To further exacerbate the
situation, the Pragati
Maidan area which was
redeveloped for easing a
chunk of east Delhi traffic
and involved building
massive road infrastructure
in central Delhi to decongest

Mathura Road and two key
traffic intersections, is
regularly choked. 
Security measures put in
place frequently for VIPs
visiting Bharat Mandapam,
which was constructed for
hosting big events like
G20, has become a bane for
commuters who are stalled
in their vehicles for hours,
restricting their
movement.
Additional CP of traffic zone
2 said, "As far as congestion
of traffic near Bharat
Mandapam on Mathura road
is concerned, it is stated that
only during VIP movement,
vehicles are stopped as per
VIP movement protocol."
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We have succeeded in Haryana
for the third time with the
blessings of Modi ji,” the 54-year-
old BJP leader said.
Saini won the Ladwa Assembly
seat by a margin of more than
16,000 votes defeating his
nearest Congress rival while
Hooda retained his Garhi
Sampla-Kiloi seat in Rohtak
district.Savitri Jindal, who
contested as an Independent
after failing to get BJP’s
nomination, won the Hisar seat.
Congress’s Vinesh Phogat from
Julana seat, registered a victory
defeating her nearest BJP rival
Yogesh Kumar by a margin of
6,015 votes.
Since the counting began at 8
am, the trends were dramatic.
The initial swing was in
Congress’ favour and
subsequently the BJP regained
ground,  and secured a massive
victory. The higher voting
turnout had been erroneously
interpreted as a vote for change
against the two decade long BJP
rule in the Jat dominated state.
The BJP was seen at a
disadvantage owing to anti-
incumbency, dissatisfaction of
the Jat and the farmer
communities. In this election,
the Congress depended heavily
on the Jats, particularly because
the community was angry with
the BJP over the farmers’
agitation and the wrestlers’
protest. 
The Haryana Assembly poll was
supposed to be a Congress
election all through. The
discussion was centred on its
margin of victory. But the
Haryana Assembly. polls have
delivered a surprising result that
defied political predictions,
marking significant changes in

the state political landscape.
Key factors included Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
enduring popularity, strategic
leadership change, effective
management of caste votes,
combating internal factionalism,
and addressing local concerns
over national issues.
Modi’s promises of corruption-
free governance, combined with
the central government’s
outreach efforts, ensured that the
“Brand Modi” appeal remained
intact. This helped the BJP
maintain its foothold in
Haryana, even as it faced
challenges from the opposition
and internal factionalism.
The intense poll campaigns by
the senior Congress leaders,
including Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, also
could not yield the desired result
for the opposition party.
If the results were a timely boost
for the BJP ahead of elections in
Maharashtra later this year, they
were a massive downer for the
Congress that was hoping to
consolidate its gains from the
Lok Sabha verdict and began the
morning with enthusiastic
leaders distributing sweets.
Though the Congress increased
its vote share by a massive 11
percentage points, its overall
share of over 39 per cent was still
slightly behind the 39.89 per cent
of the BJP, which also made gains
on its support in the 2019 polls.
A stunning victory in Haryana
coupled with its best-ever show
in Jammu and Kashmir is bound
to blunt detractors’ claim that
the BJP’s grip was loosening over
its supporters and brings into
sharp focus its organisational
efficiency and its leadership’s
keen ability to redraw strategy in
line with the changing ground
dynamics.

As the party prepares to fight
other challenging state elections
in Maharashtra and Jharkhand
in a few weeks, this win will
provide it much-needed
momentum. It will bolster its
hopes of another come-from-
behind victory, more so in the
western state as the opposition
INDIA Bloc had inflicted a big
defeat on the BJP-led alliance in
the Lok Sabha elections. 
With Hooda’s influence
dominant in the state Congress
and the party’s other satraps like
Kumari Selja pushed to the
background, the BJP upped its
ground game as its leaders,
including poll in-charge and
Union minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, held meetings with
various communities and
successfully tapped in the state’s
traditional faultline of Jat versus
non-Jat politics.  The resentment
of vocal Jats and a section of
Dalits with the BJP dominated
the narrative but the results
demonstrated that the relatively
muted majority of Other
Backward Classes and poorer
sections of Dalits besides the
“upper castes” rallied behind the
ruling party.
The Congress, which managed
39.06 per cent vote share, had
built its poll narrative around
unemployment, farmers’
demand for a legal guarantee to
minimum support price, the
Agnipath military recruitment
scheme and inflation in order to
target the BJP’s 10-year tenure. 
However, BJP leaders including
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah
countered the Congress party’s
offensive with the transparent
system of providing government
jobs and guaranteed and
pensionable job for an Agniveer
hailing from Haryana.  
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Despite running a high-voltage
campaign led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, BJP Chief JP
Nadda, Chief Ministers of Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
several other star campaigners
the party also failed to achieve
its desired goal of winning at
least 35 Assembly seats in the
region.
Omar Abdullah, who tasted
defeat at the hands of Sheikh
Abdul Rashid, Chairman of the
Awami Ittehad Party (AIP)
during Lok Sabha polls, won
from both the Assembly
segments of Ganderbal and
Budgam in Kashmir. 
Several old horses of the
regional party namely Justice
(Retd) Hasnain Masoodi, former
MP, Former Finance Minister
Abdul Rahim Rather, party
general secretary and former
cabinet minister Ali Mohd
Sagar, and former speaker
Mubarak Gul also won their
respective seats. Salman Sagar,
son of Ali Mohd Sagar also won
the seat contesting on the NC
ticket from the Hazratbal seat.
The former Mayor of Srinagar
Municipal Corporation, 
Junaid Azim Mattu, lost the
elections from the Zadibal
Assembly segment. He was
defeated by Omar Abdullah’s
close aide Tanvir Sadiq. Mattu
stood third in the tally.
Chairman of the Jammu and
Kashmir APNI party also lost
the polls from Channpora at the
hands of JKNC candidate
Mushtaq Guroo.
Congress, however, barely won
six seats, five from the Kashmir
valley and only one seat from

Rajouri in the Jammu division.
Peoples Democratic Party also
performed badly in the polls
winning only three seats from
Kashmir valley. 
Iltija Mufti, who contested from
Srigufwara Bijbehara, was
defeated by NC candidate Bashir
Ahmed Shah Veeri by a margin
of over 9000 votes.
Party leader Waheed Ur
Rehman Parra won the
Pulwama Assembly segment
while Rafiq Ahmed Naik won
from the Tral seat. Another
PDP leader Mir Mohd Fayaz
defeated the Provincial
President of JKNC Naseer
Aslam Wani from Kupwara.
Khursheed Ahmed Sheikh,
brother of Sheikh Abdul Rashid
won the Langate Assembly
segment defeating Peoples
Conference candidate Irfan
Sultan Pandithpuri.
A total number of three women
candidates successfully
contested the elections. Two
JKNC candidates, Shamima
Firdous from Habbakadal and
Sakeena Masood from DH Pora
won the polls while a BJP
candidate from Kishtwar Shagun
Parihar won the Kishtwar
assembly segment by a margin of
521 votes. She defeated former
MoS Home Sajjad Ahmed
Kitchloo.
The National Conference picked
up seven seats from the Jammu
region. Six among them were
reserved for Scheduled Tribe
candidates for the first time in
the history of J&K Assembly
polls.
Meanwhile, the Aam Aadmi
Party candidate Mehraj Malik
also managed to win one seat of
the Doda Assembly segment
defeating a rival candidate of the
BJP.
On the other hand, Peoples

Conference Chairman Sajad
Lone also managed to win a lone
Assembly seat of Handwara by a
wafer-thin margin of over 600
votes. CPI(M) leader Mohd
Yusuf Tarigami defeated
independent candidate Sayar
Ahmed Reshim supported by
the banned Jamaat-e-Islami
from the Kulgam assembly
segment.
Reflecting on the Assembly poll
results, National Conference
President Dr. Farooq Abdullah
told reporters gathered at his
residence in Srinagar,  “Omar
Abdullah will be the chief
minister”.
“The people have given their
verdict and proven that the
decisions taken on August 5,
2019 are not acceptable to
them,” he said. “I am thankful to
everyone that the people
participated in the polls and did
so freely. I am grateful to God
for the results.”  
Ram Madhav, who was made in
charge of Assembly polls in
Jammu and Kashmir in a post on
X said,” In Jammu, our cadres
ensured a great victory winning
the highest ever number of seats.
Congratulations to NC for a big
win in Kashmir while the
piggybacked partner drew
almost 0 in Jammu. Salute to the
people for a memorable
mandate”.
Sounding a word of caution,
PDP president Mehbooba Mufti
said the Centre should take a
lesson from the decisive verdict
of the  Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly polls and “not
meddle” in the affairs of the
upcoming National Conference-
Congress government.
She congratulated the National
Conference leadership on its
victory and said her party would
play the role of a constructive

opposition.
“I congratulate the NC
leadership for its spectacular
win. I also want to congratulate
the people of J-K for voting for a
stable government and not a
hung assembly because the
people faced several problems
especially after August 5, 2019.
A stable and strong government
is very important for the
redressal of those problems,”
Mufti told reporters here.
The performance of the
Congress leaders in the Jammu
region can be gauged from the
fact that most of its senior
leaders, including two working
presidents, Raman Bhall and
Tara Chand, a former Pradesh
Congress president Vikar Rasool
Wani and several ministers were
humbled by the BJP rivals.
In the Jammu region, the
Congress has managed to win
only the Rajouri seat as against a
total of five seats in 2014. The
Congress’s Iftikar Ahmed
defeated his nearest rival, BJP’s
Vibodh Gupta, by a margin of
1,404 votes after securing 28,923
votes.
The NC did not field any
candidate from the constituency
according to the seat-sharing
agreement. However, the
Congress managed to win five
seats in Kashmir where former
minister Peerzada Mohammad
Syed defeated the PDP’s
Mehboob Beg by a margin of
1,686 votes and former MLA
Nizam-uddin Bhat won the
Bandipora seat for the party.
Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh
Congress president Tariq
Hameed Karra (Central
Shalteng), AICC general
secretary G A Mir (Dooru) and
Irfan Hafiz Lone (Wagoora-
Kreeri) won their respective
seats.

From page 1

The key parties and alliances in
the fray are the BJP, the
Congress, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), INLD-BSP and
JJP-Azad Samaj Party.
However, most seats will see a
direct fight between the BJP
and the Congress.
The exit poll by 'Dainik
Bhaskar' predicted 44-54 seats
for the Congress and 15-29
seats for the BJP in the 90-
member Haryana Assembly.
The C-Voter-India Today polls
gave Congress 50-58 seats and
the BJP 20-28 seats in Haryana,
while the Republic Bharat-
Matrize polls put the Congress
tally even higher at 55-62 seats
as against the BJP's 18-24. 

The Red Mike-Datansh exit
poll gave the Congress 50-55
seats in Haryana and the BJP at
20-25, while Dhruv Research
pegged the Congress at 50-64
and the BJP at 22-32.Peoples'
Pulse exit poll gave the
Congress 49-60 seats and the
BJP 20-32 seats in Haryana.
Most exit polls pegged the
INLD's tally higher than that of
the JJP, while others were seen
getting up to 10 seats.
Similarly, most exit polls had
predicted a hung assembly in
Kashmir but an alliance of the
main opposition Congress and
the National Conference Party
(NCP) are on course for a
landslide in the 90-member
house and poised to form a
government.
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The doctors have also been
asking for students' body
elections that had not taken
for quite some time now, to be
conducted in all colleges "so
that students nominated by
influential people from the
ruling party do not get the
chance to control the system
and perpetrate a threat
syndicate and extort lakhs of
rupees from students and
even subjecting them sexual
exploitation," junior doctors
said.  
One of the resigning doctors
wrote on the X "Safety in the
workplace is basic. If you can't
ensure that, you have no right
to demand services from

doctors." The doctor wrote
that there was no guarantee
that there won't be another
RGKMCH like incident in
future. "Would you want your
children to work in an
environment like that?
Toiling away with no personal
security?" one added.
Meanwhile, State Chief
Secretary Manoj Pant on
Tuesday called an urgent
meeting with Principal
Health Secretary and other
senior officials to review the
present situation, sources said
adding the Government had
taken note of the
deteriorating condition of the
junior doctors and could
soon come out with talk
offers.
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Two pioneers of artificial intel-
ligence – John Hopfield and

Geoffrey Hinton – won the Nobel
Prize in physics Tuesday for help-
ing create the building blocks of
machine learning that is revolu-
tionising the way we work and live
but also creates new threats to
humanity, one of the winners
said.
Hinton, who is known as the
Godfather of artificial intelli-
gence, is a citizen of Canada and
Britain who works at  the
University  of  Toronto and
Hopfield is an American working
at Princeton.
“This year’s two Nobel Laureates
in physics have used tools from
physics to develop methods that
are the foundation of today’s pow-
erful machine learning,” the Nobel
committee said in a press release.
Ellen Moons, a member of the

Nobel committee at the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences,
said the two laureates “used fun-
damental concepts from statisti-
cal physics to design artificial
neural networks that function as
associative memories and find
patterns in large data sets.”
She said that such networks have
been used to advance research in
physics and “have also become
part of our daily lives, for instance
in facial recognition and lan-
guage translation.”
While the committee honoured
the science behind machine learn-
ing and AI, Moons also men-
tioned its flipside, saying that
“while machine learning has enor-
mous benefits, its rapid develop-
ment has also raised concerns
about our future. Collectively,
humans carry the responsibility
for using this new technology in
a safe and ethical way for the
greatest benefit of humankind.”

Hinton shares those concerns.
He quit a role at Google so he
could more freely speak about the

dangers of the technology he
helped create. On Tuesday, he said
he was shocked at the honour.

“I’m flabbergasted. I had no idea
this would happen,” he said when
reached by the Nobel committee

on the phone. Hinton predicted
that AI will end up having a
“huge influence” on civilization,
bringing improvements in pro-
ductivity and health care.
“It would be comparable with
the Industrial Revolution,” he said
in the open call with reporters and
the officials from the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences.
“Instead of exceeding people in
physical strength, it’s going to
exceed people in intellectual abil-
ity. We have no experience of what
it’s like to have things smarter than
us. And it’s going to be wonder-
ful in many respects,” Hinton
said. “But we also have to worry
about a number of possible bad
consequences, particularly the
threat of these things getting out
of control.”
Six days of Nobel announcements
opened Monday with Americans
Victor Ambros and Gary Ruvkun
winning the medicine prize for

their discovery of tiny bits of
genetic material that serve as on
and off switches inside cells that
help control what the cells do and
when they do it. 
If scientists can better under-
stand how they work and how to
manipulate them, it could one day
lead to powerful treatments for
diseases like cancer.
The physics prize carries a cash
award of 11 million Swedish
Kronor (USD 1 million) from a
bequest left by the award’s creator,
Swedish inventor Alfred Nobel.
The laureates are invited to receive
their awards at ceremonies on
December 10, the anniversary of
Nobel’s death.
Nobel announcements will con-
tinue with the chemistry physics
prize on Wednesday and literature
on Thursday. The Nobel Peace
Prize will be announced Friday
and the economics award on
October 14. 

���� ��*�	�.���

Acourt order that says hos-
pitals cannot federally be

required to provide pregnancy
terminations when they violate
a Texas abortion ban will stay
for now, the Supreme Court
said on Monday.
The decision is another setback
for opponents of Texas’ abor-
tion ban, which for two years
has withstood multiple legal
challenges, including from
women who had serious preg-
nancy complications and have
been turned away by doctors. 
It left Texas as the only state
where the Biden administration
is unable to enforce its interpre-
tation of a federal law in an
effort to ensure women still
have access to emergency abor-
tions when their health or life

is at risk. 
The justices did not detail their
reasoning for keeping in place
a lower court order, and there
were no publicly noted dissents.
Texas had asked the justices to
leave the order in place while
the Biden administration had
asked the justices to throw it
out. Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton called the decision
“a major victory”. 
The Biden administration
argues that a federal law, called
the Emergency Medical
Treatment and Labor Act, or
EMTALA, requires emergency
rooms to provide abortions if
a pregnant patient’s health or
life is at serious risk, even in
states where the procedure is
banned. The law only applies to
emergency rooms that receive
Medicare funding, which most

hospitals do. The Supreme
Court decision comes weeks
before a presidential election in
which Democratic nominee
Kamala Harris has put abortion
at the centre of her campaign,
attacking Republican chal-
lenger Donald Trump for
appointing judges to the high
court who overturned nation-
wide abortion rights in 2022. 
“I will never stop fighting for a
woman’s right to emergency
medical care — and to restore
the protections of Roe v. Wade
so that women in every state
have access to the care they
need,” Harris said on social
media on Monday evening. 
Texas’ abortion ban has also
been a centrepiece of
Democratic US Rep. Colin
Allred’s challenge against
Republican US Sen. Ted Cuz

for his seat.
At a campaign event over the
weekend in Fort Worth, Texas,
hundreds of Allred’s support-
ers broke out in raucous
applause when he vowed to
protect a woman’s right to an
abortion. “When I’m in the
Senate, we’re going to restore
Roe v. Wade,” Allred said. 
At a separate event the same
day, in a nearby suburb, Cruz
outlined a litany of criticisms
against Allred, but didn’t bring
up the abortion law.
Katie Glenn Daniel, the state
policy director of SBA Pro-Life
America, applauded the
Supreme Court decision and
pointed to data showing Texas
doctors have been able to pro-
vide an average of about five
abortions per month to save a
patient’s life or health.

Still, complaints of pregnant
women in medical distress
being turned away from emer-
gency rooms in Texas and else-
where have spiked as hospitals
grapple with whether standard
care could violate strict state
laws against abortion. Several
Texas women have lodged
complaints against hospitals
for not terminating their fail-
ing and dangerous pregnancies
because of the state’s ban. In
some cases, women lost repro-
ductive organs.
In asking the Supreme Court to
toss out the lower court deci-
sion, the administration point-
ed to a similar case from Idaho
earlier this year in which the
justices narrowly allowed emer-
gency abortions to resume
while a lawsuit continues. At
the time the Idaho case began,

the state had an exception for
the life, but not the health, of
a woman. Texas said its case is
different, however, because the
law provides some exceptions
if a pregnant patient’s health is
at risk. 
Texas pointed to a state
Supreme Court ruling that said
doctors do not have to wait
until a woman’s life is in imme-
diate danger to provide an
abortion legally. Doctors,
though, have said the Texas law
is dangerously vague, and a
medical board has refused to
list all the conditions that qual-
ify for an exception. 
Marc Hearron, an attorney for
the Centre for Reproductive
Rights, said doctors in Texas
got no clarity from the Supreme
Court on Monday.
“The health care crisis is ongo-

ing,” Hearron said. “Patients are
going to continue to suffer.” 
Mary Ziegler, a law professor at
the University of California at
Davis who has written exten-
sively about abortion, said
there remains much uncer-
tainty for doctors in Texas, who
could risk life in prison for per-
forming abortions.
“I think we’re going to contin-
ue to see physicians turning
away patients, even patients
who could qualify under the
state’s exceptions, because the
consequences of guessing
wrong are so severe and the
laws are not that clear,” Ziegler
said. The Texas case started
after the Supreme Court over-
turned Roe v. Wade in 2022,
leading to abortion restric-
tions in many Republican-con-
trolled states. The Biden

administration issued guid-
ance saying hospitals still need-
ed to provide abortions in
emergency situations under a
health care law that requires
most hospitals to treat any
patients in medical distress.
Texas sued over that guidance,
arguing that hospitals cannot
be required to provide abor-
tions that would violate its
ban. The 5th US Circuit Court
of Appeals sided with the state,
ruling in January that the
administration had over-
stepped its authority.
Health and Human Services
Secretary Xavier Becerra said in
a post on X, “Reproductive
rights are under assault in this
country and women’s health
and lives remain in danger
from the chaos and confusion
caused by overturning Roe.” 
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Vice President Kamala
Harris on Monday called

former President Donald
Trump “incredibly irresponsi-
ble” for spreading falsehoods
about the federal response to
Hurricane Helene ‘s destruc-
tion, offering especially sharp
words as a new storm bears
down on Florida with just
weeks until Election Day.
“There’s a lot of mis-and disin-
formation being pushed out
there by the former president
about what is available, partic-
ularly to the survivors of
Helene,” Harris told reporters
before boarding Air Force Two
to fly to New York. “It’s extra-
ordinarily irresponsible. It’s
about him. It’s not about you.”

Helene has killed more than
220 people in six states, and
Category 5 Hurricane Milton is
on a path toward Florida’s Gulf
Coast.
Trump has made a series of
false claims in the wake of
Helene, including saying incor-
rectly that the federal govern-
ment is intentionally withhold-
ing aid to Republican disaster
victims. He also falsely claimed
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency had run
out of money because all of it
had gone to programmes for
immigrants in the country ille-
gally.
Harris said “the reality is that
FEMA has so many resources
that are available to folks who
desperately need them now,
and resources that are about

helping people get back on
their feet and rebuild and have
places to go”.
“People are entitled to these
resources, and it is critically
important that people apply for
the help that is there to sup-
port,” the vice president added.
“All those resources were cre-
ated for just these types of
moments, in an emergency
situation, knowing that folks
are entitled to have the relief
that they so rightly need.”
Trump also said during a visit
Valdosta, Georgia, last week
that President Joe Biden was
“sleeping” and not responding
to calls from Georgia Gov.
Brian Kemp. Biden had, in fact,
spoken with Kemp and said of
Trump, “He’s lying, and the
governor told him he was

lying.” Harris also criticised
another high-profile
Republican, Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis, suggesting he’s “play-
ing political games” and engag-
ing in “political gamesmanship”
in Helene’s wake.
Harris office says the vice pres-
ident reached out to DeSantis
last week in the storm’s after-
math. DeSantis said Monday
that he “didn’t know that she
had called” and “they didn’t call
me”. “It wasn’t anything any-
body in my office did in saying
that it  was political,” DeSantis
said. But Harris, asked about
DeSantis, said “people are in
desperate need of support right
now and playing political
games at this moment in these
crisis situations … is utterly
irresponsible”.
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The Indian Embassy here
handed over the first con-

signment of emergency relief
materials, including sleeping
bags, blankets and tarpaulin
sheets, to authorities in flood-
struck Nepal, according to an
official statement. The 4.2 tonnes
of aid supplies handed over on
Monday were for families affect-
ed by the recent inundation in
Nepal, the Indian Embassy said
in a press release.
Transported to Nepalgunj from
India, the consignment was
handed over by Second
Secretary Narayan Singh on
behalf of the Indian government
to the Chief District Officer of
Banke, Khagendra Prasad Rijal,
the press release said. It com-
prised tarpaulins, sleeping bags,
blankets, Chlorine tablets and
water bottles.
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The UK government has said
new sanctions have been

imposed against Russian troops
involved in the use of “inhu-
mane” chemical weapons on the
battlefield in Ukraine, in flagrant
disregard for the Chemical
Weapons Convention and seri-
ous violation of international
law.
The UK government imposed
the sanctions on Tuesday.
Among those sanctioned include
the Radiological, Chemical and
Biological Defence (CBR) Troops
of the Russian Armed Forces and
its leader Igor Kirillov, responsi-
ble for helping deploy the “bar-
baric weapons”.
The UK’s Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO)
said Kirillov has also been a sig-
nificant mouthpiece for Kremlin
disinformation, spreading lies
to mask Russia’s shameful and
dangerous behaviour. 
“The UK will not sit idly by whilst
(Russian President) Putin and his
mafia state ride roughshod over
international law, including the
Chemical Weapons Convention.
I have made it my personal mis-
sion to challenge this malign
activity, and I will not back
down,” said UK Foreign Secretary
David Lammy. 
“Russia’s cruel and inhumane tac-
tics on the battlefield are abhor-
rent and I will use the full arse-
nal of powers at my disposal to
combat Russia’s malign activity.
Let me be clear; Putin and those
who carry out his will have

nowhere left to hide. We will con-
tinue to use sanctions to direct-
ly target and counter the
Kremlin’s attempts to sow fear,
division and disorder,” he said.
The FCDO said Russian forces
have openly admitted to using
hazardous chemical weapons on
the battlefield, with widespread
use of riot control agents and
multiple reports of the use of the
toxic choking agent chloropicrin
– first deployed on the battlefields
of the First World War. The UK
also accused agents of “Putin’s
mafia state” of being responsible
for deploying the deadly nerve
agent Novichok on the streets of
Salisbury in England in 2018, and
against Opposition leader Alexei
Navalny in 2020.  
“Our message to Putin and his

regime is clear: you cannot break
international law without facing
the consequences. We will not
allow such blatant violations of
the Chemical Weapons
Convention and rules-based
international order to go unpun-
ished,” said UK Defence Secretary
John Healey. “The UK is crack-
ing down on those responsible
for these horrific chemical attacks
in Ukraine. Our support for
Ukraine is ironclad and will
continue for as long as it takes,”
he said. Two Russian Ministry of
Defence laboratories have also
been sanctioned by the UK this
week for providing support for
the development and deploy-
ment of inhumane weapons for
use on the frontlines.  The FCDO
reiterated the UK’s commitment

to deliver GBP 3 billion of mili-
tary aid to Ukraine every year for
“as long as they need”.
“The UK’s military, financial,
diplomatic and political support
for Ukraine is iron-clad. We
cannot and will not let aggressors
like Putin succeed,” it added.
The sanctions come as the UK
delivered a statement to the
Organisation for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons’ (OPCW)
Executive Council laying out
the country’s commitment to the
Chemical Weapons Convention
and the OPCW in the face of
those who act to undermine it.
The latest set of Russian targets
has been designated under the
UK’s Chemical Weapons
(Sanctions) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2019.
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Britain is facing a “staggering rise” in assas-
sination attempts on UK soil by Russia and

Iran, as the hostile states recruit criminals to
“do their dirty work” for them, the head of the
UK’s domestic intelligence agency said Tuesday.

MI5 director Ken McCallum said his
agents and police have tackled 20 Tehran-
backed plots since 2022 and warned that Iran
could expand its targets in the UK if Israel
attacks in response to Iran’s missile barrage. The
spy chief said the widening conflicts in the
Middle East raise the risk “of an increase in –
or broadening of – Iranian state aggression in
the U.K.” In a rare public speech setting out the
major threats to the UK from both hostile states

and terror groups, McCallum said there also
is a risk that Israel’s conflicts with Iran-
backed militant groups — Hamas in Gaza,
Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis in
Yemen - could trigger terror attacks in the UK.

The Middle East crisis has not translated
“at scale into terrorist violence” in Britain, he
said, but hostile states, individual attackers and
a revived Islamic State group combine to cre-
ate “the most complex and interconnected
threat environment we’ve ever seen.”

The number of state-threat investigations
undertaken by MI5 has risen by 48% in the past
year, with Iran, Russia and, China the main per-
petrators, McCallum told journalists at the UK’s
counterterrorism command center in London.
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Commemorations and
protests unfolded across the

world on Monday to mark the
anniversary of the October 7
Hamas attack on Israel, an assault
that sparked a war that has dev-
astated the Hamas-ruled Gaza
strip, fuelled bloodshed in other
Mideast lands and stirred protests
and divisions far away. 
Those divisions were visible in
New York, where a crowd gath-
ered for an evening remem-
brance ceremony in Central Park
even as pro-Palestinian protest-
ers converged on a corner of the
park less than a mile away. 
Hamas militants’ surprise cross-
border attack last year killed
about 1,200 people. Another 250
were taken hostage; around 100
remain in captivity, with many of
them feared dead. The attack, on
a major Jewish holiday, shattered
Israelis’ sense of security and left
the world facing the prospect of
a major conflict in the Middle
East.  “The unfathomable horrors
I experienced that morning have
transformed me, along with
every single Israeli and every sin-
gle Jew,” Natalie Sanandaji, a sur-
vivor from a music festival where
the attackers killed hundreds, told
the audience in Central Park. 
Israel responded to the attack by
waging a war against Hamas in
Gaza, where the fighting has
killed over 41,000 people and dis-
placed around 1.9 million.
The conflict has spread in the
region, where Israel also is fight-
ing Hezbollah militants in
Lebanon, facing escalating threats
from Yemen’s Houthi rebels and
contending with a mounting

conflict with Iran, which backs
Hamas, Hezbollah and the
Houthis.
In New York, protesters spread a
large Palestinian flag on a street
near the New York Stock
Exchange early Monday after-
noon, while a smaller group of
counterprotesters held an Israeli
flag. The pro-Palestinian group
grew to a blocks-long column as
it marched through Manhattan
streets, at one point holding a
banner that read “war begets war”
on the steps of the New York

Public Library.  Associated Press
journalists saw several people
being taken into police custody
at various points in the march.
Police said multiple arrests were
made; no further information
was immediately available.
While the protesters paused to
conduct a Muslim evening prayer
at the southwestern corner of
Central Park, the parents of
American-Israeli hostage Omer
Neutra shared their anguish
from the park’s SummerStage
venue.  At Philadelphia’s
Weitzman National Museum of
American Jewish History, a New

Jersey high school group viewed
an exhibition about the Tribe of
Nova music festival in Re’im,
Israel, where over 360 people
were killed. “I feel like that real-
ly could have been me there,” said
student Ellie Solomon. Many
festivalgoers were close to her age,
she noted.
“It’s important for us to remem-
ber them and honour them
because they didn’t deserve any-
thing that happened to them,” she
added.
In an echo of campus protests

across the US last spring, activists
gathered again at colleges
Monday. About 200 pro-
Palestinian protesters chanted
and held banners and flags at the
University of California, Los
Angeles, while a few other
demonstrators held Israeli flags. 
In Europe, where countries have
sought to tamp down antisemit-
ic and anti-Muslim sentiment,
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
said in Hamburg that “we stand
beside” Israelis, and he also
pointed to the suffering of
Palestinians in Gaza.
The chancellery in Berlin was

adorned with a yellow ribbon
commemorating Israeli hostages,
and the names of people killed
and kidnapped were read out at
the Brandenburg Gate.
In Italy, Premier Giorgia Meloni
visited Rome’s main synagogue
and reaffirmed Israel’s right to
defend itself, while lamenting the
devastation unleashed by Israeli
forces in Gaza. 
French President Emmanuel
Macron met in Paris with rela-
tives of hostages and of the dead.
French Foreign Minister Jean-
Noël Barrot attended a memor-
ial service at the Nova festival site. 
The Vatican took up a collection
for the people of Gaza and pub-
lished a letter expressing Pope
Francis’ solidarity.
In the Polish capital of Warsaw,
the Jewish community paid trib-
ute to Alex Dancyg, a Polish-born
Holocaust educator who was
abducted from the Nir Oz kib-
butz on October 7. Israel believes
he died in captivity.
In Australia, thousands of peo-
ple attended vigils in Sydney and
Melbourne, with Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese joining the
latter event. A day after thousands
of pro-Palestinian demonstrators
rallied across Australia’s cities,
hundreds gathered amid a heavy
police presence at Sydney town
hall to remember Palestinians
killed in the conflict.
In Pakistan’s largest city, Karachi,
schoolchildren took part in a pro-
Palestinian rally organised by the
Pakistan Markazi Muslim League
party. Japanese officials demand-
ed the immediate release of all
hostages and expressed condo-
lences to Israelis who lost rela-
tives.
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The Tamil Nadu
government on Tuesday

urged the agitating workers of
the Samsung India
Electronics factory near here
to return to work
immediately, considering the
welfare of other employees
and their families.
Minister for Industries TRB
Rajaa, who held talks with the
management and workers,
separately over the last two
days to resolve the issues,
wondered if it was fair on the
part of the employees to
continue their protest just
because they were unable to
get Centre of Indian Trade
Unions-backed Union
registered by the labour
department.
“We all know that the issue of
union recognition is
subjudice. We cannot discuss
it now. The government is
with you, Chief Minister M K
Stalin is with you and
considering all these factors,
they should return to work
immediately,” Rajaa said while
addressing reporters at the
Secretariat.
Pressing for various demands
including wage revision,
better working conditions
and recognition of the Union
backed by CITU, about 1,100
employees of the total 1,750
workforce of Samsung India
went on strike since

September 9 at
Sriperumbudur near here.  
Rajaa said that the employees
have listed nearly 14
demands, which include
better amenities at the factory.
In response to this, the
management promised to
address it.
Noting that Chief Minister
Stalin has always made well
being of workers his top
priority, Rajaa recalled that
whenever companies were
invited to set up shop in the
state, he was keen to know
about the number of jobs that
would be created in the state.
“... When we have Chief
Minister M K Stalin why

should they worry. They
(employees) should return to
work immediately,” he said.
As per the instructions of the
Chief Minister, Rajaa said he
met Samsung India
Electronics Ltd officials along
with this cabinet colleague T
M Anbarasan (MSME) and C
V Ganesan (Labour) and held
talks with the agitating
workers, CITU officials and
even those who are currently
working at the
Sriperumbudur plant.
“When we met the employees
working at the factory, they
expressed apprehension of
losing their jobs because of
the ongoing strike,” he said.

With the extension of the
strike, Rajaa said workers may
tend to lose their salaries by
continuing the agitation and
keeping the forthcoming
festive season and their
families in mind, they should
call off the strike and return
to work immediately. “Most
of the workers are newly
married and some have just
started their career. Some of
them are already paid salaries
ranging between Rs 30,000 to
Rs 60,000,” he said.
Meanwhile, Samsung India
Electronics said the company
on Monday signed an
agreement with the workers
committee of the factory in
Chennai.
“Both parties agreed on
collaborative efforts to make
the Chennai factory a great
place to work. We will engage
with workmen directly to
address the difficulties faced
by them. We will also work
with them for the
development of the
community in Chennai as a
responsible company,” a
company spokesperson said
in an update.
On the Tamil Nadu
government’s efforts to end
the stir, Samsung said they are
thankful to the authorities for
their constant support. “We
reiterate that we comply with
all laws and regulations of the
country,” the spokesperson
added.
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Domestic carrier SpiceJet
on Tuesday said it will

enhance its fleet by another
10 aircraft by next month
with the first plane set to be
inducted on October 10.
Seven of these aircraft will be
acquired on lease, while three
previously grounded ones are
being reintroduced, SpiceJet
said in a release.
The Gurugram-
headquartered airline has
only 19 aircraft in operations
while as many as 36 planes
were on grounded as of
October 8 according to the
live aircraft fleet tracking
website, Planespotter.Net.
The announcement comes
on the back of SpiceJet
securing Rs 3,000 crore fresh
capital infusion through QIP
late last month. 
The airline will receive an
additional Rs 736 crore from

a previous funding round,
further bolstering its
financial stability and growth
trajectory.
SpiceJet said it has already
signed agreements for the
leased aircraft, with the full
induction of all seven planes
expected by November 15.
Two of these leased aircraft
have already arrived in India
and are scheduled for
immediate induction, the
airline said, adding that it
will also operationalise its
grounded planes in phases,
with the first three set to re-
enter service before the end
of November.
“This addition (of 10
aircraft) is crucial as we
continue to meet the growing
demand for air travel while
strengthening our
operational capabilities,”
SpiceJet Chairman and
Managing Director Ajay
Singh said.
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Sunsilk launched a unique
campaign in Kolkata,

using the city’s beloved
trams not just as a mode of
transportation, but as a
celebration of beauty and
tradition. From September
27th to October 2nd, the
trams have been
transformed into vibrant
Sunsilk showcases as part of
the milestone
# S u n s i l k S h i n e T r a m
activation, celebrating
Sunsilk’s Super Shine Hair

Serum during Durga Puja.
Kolkata’s trams, an intrinsic
part of the city’s culture
might not run for much
longer, Sunsilk, in a very
unique way payed tribute to
these historic symbols while
highlighting the beauty and
strength of women during
Durga Puja. 
Much like the trams that
have carried generations,
Sunsilk carries forward a
tradition of care and beauty,
blending modern needs
with the city’s deep-rooted
culture. 
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Tea exports between
January and July this year

have touched 144.50 million
kilograms, up by 23.79 per
cent from the year-ago
period, Tea Board said.
The country had shipped out
116.73 million kilograms in
the corresponding period of
the 2023 calendar year.
Unit price realisation,
however, has declined to Rs
256.37 per kilogram during
the first seven months of
2024 as against Rs 264.96 per
kilogram in the previous
corresponding period.
Meanwhile, the commerce
ministry has approved a
scheme for development and

promotion of the tea
industry, involving an outlay
of Rs 664.09 crore, a Tea
Board official said.
The amount would be spent
during the remaining period
of the 15th Finance
Commission cycle from the
2023-24 financial year to
2025-26 under the Tea
Development and Promotion
Scheme.
The approval covers major
components such as
plantation development and
quality up gradation,
promotion and market
support, technological
intervention, research and
development and welfare and
capacity-building measures.
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Chinese electric carmaker
launched their latest

product, the eMAX 7 in the
Indian market. This Multi-
Person Vehicle (MPV) that
will replace the e6 in India.
One of the vehicle’s notable
changes over the outgoing
model is the integration of the
8-in-1 electric powertrain
from BYD’s highly acclaimed
e-platform 3.0 and two
seating options of 6 or 7 seats.
The vehicle comes in two
variants, Superior and
Premium, with 6- and 7-
seater options for both. While
the Superior variant comes
with a battery pack of 71.8
kWh, the Premium variant
packs a 55.4 kWh battery
pack, returning 530 km and
420 km of range according to
European testing standards.
Prices for the vehicle start at
26.9 lakh and go up to 29.9
lakh.

The largest Chinese New
Energy Vehicle (NEV)
carmaker, BYD recently sold
its 9 millionth vehicle
worldwide and is on the cusp
of reaching the 10 million
mark. Rajeev Chauhan, Head
of Electric Passenger Vehicles,
BYD India, said, “The launch
of the BYD eMAX 7 is
testament to our unwavering
commitment to innovation
and sustainability. This
electric MPV is not just a

vehicle; it’s a revolution in
how progressive families
experience travel.”
Currently, BYD sells only a
limited range of products in
India, the Atto 3, e6 and Seal
alongside this new vehicle
and has 27 showrooms across
23 cities in India. Plans by the
Chinese carmaker to expand
operations in India along with
their partner Megha
Engineering were halted by
the government last year.
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Housing sales declined 5
per cent in the July-

September quarter across the
top eight cities due to a fall in
new supply and sharp
appreciation in prices,
according to PropTiger.
Real estate brokerage
platform PropTiger.Com,
which is part of Australia’s
REA group that owns
Housing.Com, on Tuesday,
released its report ‘Real
Insight’ on India’s residential
market.
A total of 96,544 units were
sold in July-September, down
5 per cent from 1,01,221 units
sold during the same period
in 2023.
The number of new
residential units launched in
the top 8 markets fell 25 per
cent to 91,863 units from
1,23,080 units.
PropTiger pointed out that a
sharp increase in home prices,
averaging a nearly 20 per cent
increase across the top eight
cities, impacted affordability.
As per the data, housing sales
rose only in Delhi-NCR and
declined in the other seven

major cities. Delhi-NCR saw a
29 per cent growth in sales to
10,098 units during July-
September from 7,800 units
in the year-ago period.
However, the sales declined 9
per cent in Ahmedabad to
9,352 units from 10,305 units.
Bengaluru witnessed an 11
per cent fall in sales to 11,160
units from 12,588 units.
Housing sales in Chennai
dropped 8 per cent to 3,560
units from 3,874 units.
Hyderabad registered a 19 per

cent decline in sales to 11,564
units from 14,191 units, while
Kolkata saw a 22 per cent dip
to 2,796 units from 3,607
units.
Sales of residential properties
in the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region dipped 1 per cent to
30,010 units from 30,299
units.
In Pune, the housing sales
decreased 3 per cent to 18,004
units during July-September
this year from 18,557 units in
the year-ago period.

Vikas Wadhawan, CFO of
REA India and Business Head
of PropTiger.Com said, “The
year-on-year decline in both
sales and new launches
reflects the market’s response
to rising prices.”
He further added, “We are
observing a healthy
moderation in market
activity, which is beneficial
for end-users as it brings
about sustainable growth.
Over the last few quarters,
prices have increased by 3 per
cent to as much as 50 per cent
in some prime localities of
key markets, affecting
immediate buying decisions.”
However, Wadhawan expects
buyers to gradually adjust to
the new price realities.
“With the festive season
kicking off with Navratri,
renewed buyer interest and a
spike in sales activity are
anticipated. The market
frenzy has slowed, creating a
more stable environment for
end-users.”
Developers, particularly in
Hyderabad and Pune, have
also recalibrated their supply
strategies to align with
shifting demand patterns.
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Bharti Airtel through its
Al-powered spam

detection solution identified
51 million potential spam
calls and 1.6 million spam
SMSes in Rajasthan in the last
10 days since its launch, a
company official said on
Tuesday.
The solution alerts customers
to malicious links received
via SMS.
“For this, Airtel has built a
centralised database of
blacklisted URLs, and every
SMS is scanned in real-time
by a state-of-the-art Al
algorithm to caution users
from accidentally clicking on
suspicious links,” Marut
Dilawari, Chief Executive
Officer, Rajasthan, Bharti
Airtel, said.
Further, he added that the
system is a first-of-its-kind
solution by a telecom service
provider. The solution has
been auto-activated at no cost
for all Airtel customers.
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Telco major Bharti Airtel
and Finnish telecom and

IT company Nokia on
Tuesday said their
collaboration to launch the
‘Green 5G’ initiative is
aimed at improving energy
efficiency on Airtel’s mobile
network and reduce its
carbon emissions by 143,413
metric tons of CO2 annually.
The project will focus on
enhancing energy efficiency
across Airtel’s extensive
4G/5G Radio Access
Network (RAN) by
leveraging technologies like
artificial intelligence and
machine learning, as well as
a suite of advanced software
features and innovative
solutions, a joint statement
said.
“The comprehensive
solution is expected to
enhance energy efficiency
during peak and off-peak

hours and is projected to
reduce Airtel’s carbon
emissions by an estimated
143,413 metric tons of CO2
annually,” it said.
The partnership will focus
on ‘zero-traffic, zero-watt
operation’, reducing the
radio network’s power
consumption during periods
of no traffic, thereby
conserving power and
optimising energy
management.
“Nokia has committed to
reaching net zero
greenhouse gas emissions
globally by 2040. Our
innovative technologies will
not only enhance the overall
performance of
communications networks
but also significantly help
reduce their energy
consumption, contributing
to the energy efficiency
targets of our customers,”
Tarun Chhabra, Head of
Mobile Networks at Nokia,

India, said.
Airtel and Nokia have also
trialled advanced digital
design tools to optimise cell
configurations for lower
transmitted power. This
positively impacts the CO2
footprint and energy bills
without compromising the
network performance or
user experience, the
statement said.
Bharti Airtel CTO Randeep
Sekhon said the partnership
will enable a significant
reduction in carbon
footprint and further Airtel’s
environmental objectives.
As part of its sustainability
effort, Airtel has so far
deployed solar-powered
systems in around 25,000
sites up to now and
substantially increased the
renewable energy usage at its
data centres, sourced
220,541 MWh through
green power wheeling
agreements.
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India has the potential to
produce 8-10 million tonnes

of Sustainable Aviation Fuel
(SAF) by 2040, and
investments worth USD 70-85
billion will be required to
achieve the projected
production, according to a
report.
In the report released on
Tuesday, leading consultancy
Deloitte India said the 8-10
million tonnes production of
SAF would surpass the
country’s estimated domestic
demand of 4.5 million tonnes
for a 15 per cent blending
mandate in 2040 across all
flights.
The expected scenario could
also position India as a leading
SAF exporter serving global
markets.
“Investments worth Rs 6-7
lakh crore (USD 70-85 billion)
would be required to realise
the projected SAF production
capacity. It will give impetus to
the aviation sector’s
decarbonisation efforts,
reducing carbon emissions to
20-25 million tonnes
annually,” the report said.
India is one of the world’s
fastest-growing civil aviation
markets, and efforts are going
on to decarbonise the sector.
According to the report, the
projected capital investment of

Rs 6-7 lakh crore will also help
create 1.1-1.4 million jobs
across the value chain and
reduce crude oil import bills
by USD 5-7 billion annually.
“Further, SAF production can
boost farmers’ income by 10-
15 per cent by using
agricultural residue as
feedstock, providing a
sustainable alternative to the
current practice of burning
crop waste,” it added.
The country’s estimated
surplus of 230 million tonnes
of agricultural residue will be a
crucial resource for producing
SAF. It will serve as a vital
feedstock for ethanol (2G)
production, a key component
in the Alcohol-to-Jet (AtJ)
technology pathway for SAF
manufacturing.
Ethanol (2G or second
generation) is produced from
other non-food feedstock
apart from molasses.
At the same time, the report
said, the AtJ route with
ethanol (1G) produced from
sugar and grain can provide an
initial boost until the

technology fully
matures.”Municipal Solid
Waste (MSW) and Used
Cooking Oil (UCO) will
contribute to the overall
potential. Alternate feedstock
such as sweet sorghum,
seaweed and industrial waste
can give further impetus to
SAF potential with
technological maturity,” it
noted.
Prashanth Nutula, Partner at
Deloitte India, said the drive
to produce SAF is quickly
becoming a reality globally
and in India. With a 2-3 per
cent share in the global ATF
market, India is favourably
positioned in the global
aviation fuel market, including
SAF. Moreover, India also
emerges as a competitive
geography due to its proximity
to airline hubs in the Middle
East and Europe and
favourable cost structures. As
a result, India is poised to play
a pivotal role as global
demand for SAF surges,
Prashanth Nutula, Partner at
Deloitte India, said.
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Indian women’s team
captain Salima Tete can’t
wait for the upcoming

Hockey India League as she
feels that the event will help
shape the careers of young
players and build a strong
bench strength for the
national team.
The HIL is all set to return
after seven years in
December this year.
The revamped league will
feature the first standalone
women’s hockey league in the
country that will run
concurrently with the men’s
competition to be held from
December 28 to February 1
at two venues Ranchi
(women) and Rourkela
(men). 
The men’s event will feature
eight teams, while the
women’s competition will
comprise six sides.
“I am very excited for HIL, it
is restarting after seven years
and with a women’s league
this time. The whole team
has been discussing what a
great opportunity this is for

us the last few days. 
We will get to mingle with
players from different
nationalities, play with them,
play against them and
improve as players,” Salima
said.
“It will give youngsters who
aren’t a part of the senior

team a chance to see the daily
routines of Indian players
and foreign players up close.
And being in a high-
performance, professional
environment early in their
career will do wonders for
their development.
“I expect the HIL will be

beneficial for players who
have been out of the team as
well, giving them an
opportunity to compete at
the highest level and keep
themselves sharp,” she added.
The women’s League will
conclude on January 26 next
year in Ranchi, while the

men’s final is slated for
February 1 in Rourkela.
The players’ auction for the
league will be held from
October 13 to 15. Each
franchise will build a 24-
player squad, consisting of at
least 16 Indian players (with
a mandatory inclusion of
four junior players) and eight
international stars.
Players will be divided into
three slabs with base prices of
Rs two lakh, Rs five lakh, and
Rs 10 lakh each.
“The auction is coming up
soon and there is a buzz
around the camp. Since it is
the first edition, I would have
liked nothing more than to
play for the Ranchi team.
Hopefully, one of the two
remaining women’s team is
based out of there,” said
Salima.
“It is going to be a great
experience to play a full-
fledged league nevertheless.
It will be our first time
playing for a completely new
team, new coach, new
teammates and I cannot wait
for the Hockey India League
to begin,” she signed off.
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Young Indian sailors
dished out an impressive

show, returning with a rich
haul of seven medals,
including one gold, four
silver and two bronze at the
Mussanah Race Week in
Oman, an international
regatta for youth sailors.
India ruled the Optimist
Girls U-15 category, with
Shreya Krishna
Lakshminarayanan and
Kommaravelly Lahari
securing the top-two spots.
Shreya clinched the gold
medal with a net score of 28
points.
She put up strong
performances, finishing
second and third in her first
and fifth races respectively.
Across six races, her other
finishes were ninth, sixth,
eighth, and 24th in her final
race, which was discarded as
her worst result following the
scoring system where the
worst finish is dropped.
Her overall score was 52
points, but after the discard
her net score stood at 28,
securing her the gold medal.
Kommaravelly followed with
a silver, finishing with 50 net
points, while Singapore’s
Tong Xuan Ya claimed
bronze.
In the ILCA-4 U-16 category,
India’s Shashank Batham and
Akshat Kumar Dohare
claimed silver and bronze
respectively.
Shashank finished just two
points behind Oman’s
Abdulatif Ziyad Al Qasim,
who topped three of the
seven races (second, third,
and fourth) and won with 12
net points.

Shashank won two races (first
and sixth) but finished ninth
in the second race, which
hurt his chances for gold.
His worst race was discarded,
leaving him with a total of 14
net points.
Akshat secured bronze with a
score of 29 net points after
seven races.
In the ILCA-4 girls U-16
category, India’s Soumya
Singh Patel and Shagun Jha
took second and third places
respectively.
Soumya accumulated 39 net
points, while Shagun finished
with 49 points.

UAE’s Marwa Al Hammadi
claimed gold with 31.5 net
points.
In the ILCA-6 girls U-19
category, Maanya Reddy
narrowly missed out on gold,
finishing second with 74 net
points, just behind the UAE’s
Camelia Al Qubaisi, who
secured gold with 77 points.
A total of 106 sailors from
Oman, UAE, Qatar, Kuwait,
Thailand, Singapore and
India competed in the three-
day annual age-group sailing
event from October 4-7,
which featured races in the
Optimist boys and girls ILCA

4, ILCA 6, ILCA 7 and RS
Venture classes.
The Optimist Class is a one-
design dinghy class for young
sailors, typically aged 8-15,
with a scoring system that
drops the worst finish from a
sailor’s total points to
calculate the net score.
The ILCA (Laser) Class is a
single-handed dinghy class
featuring different rig sizes
(ILCA-4, ILCA-6, ILCA-7)
for different age groups,
using a similar net point
scoring format. It’s popular
for its competitiveness and
Olympic status.

���� *���.��	

Stefanos Tsitsipas’ rivalry
with Daniil Medvedev will

add another chapter after the
Greek player beat Alexandre
Muller 6-3 7-5 at the
Shanghai Masters here on
Tuesday.
The 12th-ranked Tsitsipas
and the Russian former US
Open champion will meet for
a 14th time, and first in
nearly a year. The fifth-
ranked Medvedev has a
commanding 9-4 lead in the
head-to-head series, which
has spilled over into a war of
words off the court in the
past.
“I consider him someone that
I respect on the tour, much
more than I did before,”
Tsitsipas said. 
“We’ve had some heated
things on the court in the
past, but I think those things
have resolved themselves
over time, and we also had
the time to speak about those
things and have a common
understanding of why these
things happen.
“What is missing is trying to
get a good win under my belt,
and that will redeem my
efforts for so far of trying to
get better. My whole goal is
to get out there, play the best
tennis that I can.”
Tsitsipas had to wait out a
two-day rain delay to play his
third-round match against
Muller, but looked in
complete control until losing
his serve at 5-3 in the second
set. Unperturbed, the Greek
broke back to love to clinch
the match and renew his six-
year rivalry with Medvedev.
No. 16-ranked Ben Shelton

put away Roberto Carballes
Baena 6-3 6-4, firing eight
aces and 24 winners to line
up top seed Jannik Sinner in
the fourth round.
Seventh-ranked Taylor Fritz
also advanced with ease,
beating Japan’s Yosuke
Watanuki 6-3 6-4, while
Grigor Dimitrov, playing in
his 100th Masters event, beat
Alexei Popyrin 7-6(5) 6-3.
Gael Monfils upset 15th-
ranked Ugo Humbert 7-6(7)
2-6 6-1 in an all-French
match-up. 
The 38-year-old Monfils,
ranked 46th, is the second
oldest player to reach the
Shanghai fourth round in
Shanghai, behind only Roger
Federer (also 38) in 2019.
“It’s never easy to play Ugo,
he’s really aggressive, playing

fast off both wings and takes
a lot of time from you,” said
Monfils, who plays second-
ranked Carlos Alcaraz next.
“Carlos is in a confident
mood (having) just won a
tournament ( China Open ),
so that’s going to be a tough
one for sure.”
Also, Tomas Machac, who
made the semifinals in
Tokyo, eased past Australian
Alexander Vukic 6-4 6-2 and
next faces No. 13-ranked
Tommy Paul in the third
round.
Later on Tuesday, four-time
champion Novak Djokovic
plays his third-round match
against Flavio Cobolli,
bidding to capture his 100th
tour-level title. Third-ranked
Alexander Zverev faces
Tallon Griekspoor of the

Netherlands in a night
match.
Wuhan Open
Katerina Siniakova had a
comfortable 6-3 6-1 victory
over Alexandra Eala of the
Philippines to set up a
second-round match against
defending champion Aryna
Sabalenka.
Second-ranked Sabalenka,
who won the title the last
time it was played in 2019,
needs only to make the
quarterfinals at Wuhan to
regain top spot in the
rankings from Iga Swiatek,
who withdrew from the
women’s Asian swing citing
fatigue and personal reasons.
Swiatek recently split with
coach Tomasz Wiktorowski.
Magda Linette of Poland
routed No. 23-ranked
Liudmila Samsonova 6-2 6-2,
and Ekaterina Alexandrova
beat former Australian Open
champion Sofia Kenin of the
US 6-1 4-6 6-4.
Other winners included
Britain’s Katie Boulter,
American Amanda
Anisimova, Bulgaria’s
Viktoriya Tomova and
Romania’s Jaqueline Cristian,
who has Paris Olympics gold
medalist Zheng Qinwen
next,
After snapping a 24-match
losing streak at the China
Open last week, Zhang
Shuai’s change of fortune
turned in Wuhan as she lost
to Yulia Putintseva of
Kazakhstan 6-4 6-4 in the
first round.
The top eight seeds,
including Sabalenka and
China Open champion Coco
Gauff, received a first-round
bye.
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Barcelona will go for its
third straight Women’s

Champions League title with
a squad boosted by Poland
star striker Ewa Pajor and
with Aitana Bonmatí and
Alexia Putellas on new
contracts.
The group stage begins on
Tuesday and the Catalan side
is trying to become only the
second team after Lyon to win
three straight titles or reach
five straight finals.
Barcelona beat Lyon in last
season’s final, when Ballon
d’Or winners Bonmatí and
Putellas each scored. Both
had their club contracts
extended.
Pajor, who joined from
Wolfsburg, was the
competition’s top scorer in
2022-23 as the German club
reached a final that it lost to
Barcelona despite a goal by
her.
In her nine seasons with
Wolfsburg, Pajor won 14 titles
and scored 136 times despite a
series of injuries. She was not
able to win a Champions
League even though she
played in three finals and was
part of a run to another.

Barcelona has also added
Kika Nazareth from
Portuguese club Benfica.
Their first game is on
Wednesday against Group D
rival Manchester City in a
rematch of the 2020-21
quarterfinals, where
Barcelona triumphed after a
4-2 first-leg win and a 2-1
second-leg defeat in what was
its only loss that campaign.
Barcelona’s squad also
includes former City players
Keira Walsh and Ellie
Roebuck.
“It’s the first time I’ve been
been back to Manchester
since I left,” Walsh said on
Monday. 
“I know I have a professional
job to do and it won’t be an
easy game, but it will be nice
to have all my friends and
family in the stands.” 
Lyon’s firepower takes on
Galatasaray
It could prove a busy night on
Tuesday for Galatasaray’s
defense and goalkeeper
Gamze Yaman.
Group A opponent Lyon
boasts the all-time top scorer
in the Women’s Champions
League, Ada Hegerberg, who
has two seasons of 50-plus
goals during her 10-year spell

at the club.
The Norway striker, who won
the first women’s Ballon d’Or,
has 64 competition goals,
while teammate Eugénie Le

Sommer, third on the all-time
list, needs two to reach 50.
They form the spine of the
team with captain Wendie
Renard, the Women’s

Champions League record-
holder for appearances with
116.
Lyon has been in good
scoring touch so far, netting

16 goals in its first three
French league games, with
American midfielder Lindsey
Horan getting five and France
striker Kadidiatou Diani
scoring two.
French hopes rest on Lyon
after Paris Saint-Germain - a
semifinalist last season - was
eliminated by Juventus in
qualifying.
Lyon is the competition’s
record eight-time winner but
last won the trophy in 2022. It
was runner-up last season to
Barcelona.
The club hired a new coach in
June, with Australian Joseph
Montemurro replacing
Frenchwoman Sonia
Bompastor, who joined
Chelsea.
The contrast in experience
between the sides is
noticeable. Galatasaray’s team
was founded in 2011 and the
senior team started only in
2021.
Galatasaray will be making its
competition debut after a
qualifying run that included
triumphs over former
quarterfinalist Slavia Praha.
It is the first Turkish team to
get to the group stage. It won
its first national title last
season in only its third

campaign.
Wolfsburg starts against
Roma
Two-time champion
Wolfsburg begins its Group A
campaign on Tuesday at
Italian champion Roma,
which drew with the German
club on its last visit two years
ago. 
Both teams will want to make
a good start with Lyon and
Galatasaray the other group
teams.
Wolfsburg warmed up by
routing Leipzig 5-0 in the
Bundesliga on Friday, when
Alexandra Popp set up three
goals. Popp announced her
international retirement last
week, meaning her focus is
fully on leading Wolfsburg to
more honors.
She is just two games away
from becoming the second
player to reach 100
Champions League
appearances, after Wendie
Renard. 
Wolfsburg is unbeaten in five
away meetings against Italian
sides, but Roma is unbeaten
in 14 home games in all
competitions.
Chelsea without Hayes
Life after Emma Hayes has
started well for Chelsea.

Hayes left to take over the
United States women’s team
in the offseason and carried
on her winning ways by
taking gold at the Paris
Olympics.
After 14 major titles, she left
big shoes for her replacement
Bompastor to fill, but it has
been an impressive start for
the former Lyon coach.
Chelsea opened its Super
League campaign by beating
Aston Villa 1-0 followed by
routing Crystal Palace 7-0.
First up for the Blues in
Group B is a home game on
Tuesday with Real Madrid,
which has made a perfect
start in the Spanish league,
winning five out of five to trail
leader Barcelona on goal
difference.
Bayern’s momentum 
One-time champion Arsenal
faces a tough opening Group
C match on Wednesday at
two-time defending German
champion Bayern, which has
made a seven-game winning
start to the season, including
a 1-0 victory over Wolfsburg
in the German Supercup. 
A 1-0 win over Cologne on
Saturday stretched Bayern’s
unbeaten run in the
Bundesliga to 44 games. 
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Two-time champions India
will open their title

defence against Malaysia in
the Women’s Asian
Champions Trophy hockey
tournament beginning in
Bihar on November 11. 
The tournament will feature
six teams -- hosts and
defending champions India,
China, three-time winners
Korea, two-time champions
Japan, Malaysia and Thailand.
According to the official
schedule announced by the
Asian Hockey Federation
(AHF) on Tuesday, the
tournament, to be played in

Rajgir, will conclude on
November 20. 
India won the tournament in
2016 in Singapore before
reclaiming the title in Ranchi
last year. 
After Malaysia, the Indian
women will take on Korea on
November 12, followed by
matches against Thailand
(November 14), China
(November 16) and Japan
(November 17). 
The top four teams after the
round robin format will
qualify for the semifinals to
be held on November 19,
followed by the summit clash
on November 20. 
“The Rajgir Hockey Stadium

stands as a symbol of the
region’s commitment to
fostering world-class sports,
and we are confident that it
will provide an exceptional
experience for players and
fans,” AHF president Dato
Fumio Ogura said in a
statement. 
Hockey India president Dilip
Tirkey said it will be a historic
occasion for the state of Bihar. 
“The newly constructed
Rajgir Hockey Stadium will
serve as the perfect stage for
this prestigious tournament,
and we are excited to see India
defend their title against some
of the best teams in Asia,” he
said.
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On a sticky wicket after a
mixed start to the
campaign, India will

look to fix their batting woes
to bolster their net run rate
when they take on bottom-
placed Sri Lanka in their third
and penultimate Group A
match of the T20 Women’s
World Cup here on
Wednesday.
It has not been smooth sailing
for the Indians in the
showpiece event so far, having
lost to New Zealand by 58 runs
in their tournament-opener
and then scampering home in
18.5 overs against arch-rivals
Pakistan while chasing a
modest 105.
India’s main problem in the
tournament so far is the
performance of their batters,
especially the explosive
opening combination of
Shafali Verma and vice-
captain Smriti Mandhana.

While Shafali scored just 2 and
32 in the first two games,
Mandhana also faired poorly
managing 12 and 7 runs.
And it’s time the duo fires in
unison to ease the pressure on
the middle-order.
To make matters worse for
India, skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur, who scored 15 and 29
retired hurt, is doubtful for the
match against Sri Lanka after
suffering a neck injury while
batting against Pakistan.
The likes of Jemimah
Rodrigues, Deepti Sharma and
Richa Ghosh too need to step
up with the bat and share the
burden of responsibility.
While medium pacer
Arundhati Reddy sparkled
against Pakistan with the ball,
returning with figures of 3/19,
she would look for more
support from the likes of
fellow pace colleagues Renuka
Singh and Pooja Vastrakar,
who didn’t play the previous
game because of an injury.

The Indian team relies heavily
on Deepti Sharma in the spin
department but she hasn’t
quite managed to hit her
strides in the tournament so
far.
Young off-spinner Shreyanka

Patil and leg-spinner Asha
Shobhana have done a decent
job, picking up a few wickets.
The Indians will need to lift
themselves in all departments
of the game as in Australia a
strong opponent awaits them

in their last group match.
India will not only need to win
but record a victory big
enough against Sri Lanka to
boost their Net Run Rate
(NRR) before the do-or-die
league game against defending

champions Australia on
October 13.Sri Lanka might
have lost both their opening
matches, but the islanders
won’t be an easy opponent for
India, especially after the win
in the Asia Cup final in

August. India opener Shafali
admitted that Sri Lanka are no
longer only dependent on
their skipper Chamarai
Athapaththu.
“There was a time when
Chamari was the one scoring
most of the runs and taking
wickets, but in the Asia Cup,
her entire team performed
well. They’ve improved a lot,
which is why they won the
cup,” Shafali has said.
“Chamari carries the pressure
of being a key player, and it’s
inspiring to see how she
handles it and performs for
her country.” India pacer
Renuka also knows how
important it is to dismiss the
Sri Lankan skipper cheaply as
she can take the game away in
a flash with her audacious
strokeplay. 
“Chamari Athapaththu is very
interesting. She’s the only one
from Sri Lanka who takes the
team to the other side. I try to
get her out as soon as possible

because if she is set, she can
take over the match. So I have
a plan on how to get her out,”
Renuka has said.
Teams (From):
India: Harmanpreet Kaur (c),
Smriti Mandhana, Shafali
Verma, Deepti Sharma,
Jemimah Rodrigues, Richa
Ghosh (wk), Yastika Bhatia,
Pooja Vastrakar, Arundhati
Reddy, Renuka Singh Thakur,
Dayalan Hemalatha, Asha
Sobhana, Radha Yadav,
Shreyanka Patil, Sajana
Sajeevan
SriLanka: Vishmi Gunaratne,
Harshitha Samarawickrama,
Hasini Perera, Anushka
Sanjeewani (wk), Nilakshika
Silva, Chamari Athapaththu
(c), Kavisha Dilhari, Ama
Kanchana, Inoshi
Priyadharshani, Shashini
Gimhani, Achini Kulasuriya,
Sugandika Kumari, Sachini
Nisansala, Udeshika
Prabodhani, Inoka
Ranaweera.
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An India so dominant that
Bangladesh is admittedly

clueless about how to match
the “skills and mentality” of
Suryakumar Yadav’s men.
The script is not expected to
deviate much when the two
sides clash in the second T20
International here on
Wednesday with the home
team’s young mavericks
proving more than a handful
for the full-strength visitors.
Bangladesh have hardly
looked like the plucky
opponents that they are
hyped to be but India have
looked every bit the
marauding force that loves to
intimidate on home turf. 
So, even with key players such
as Rishabh Pant, Axar Patel,
and Jasprit Bumrah rested,
India’s remarkable depth in
white-ball cricket shone
through in a comfortable
seven-wicket victory in the
opening game in Gwalior.
One man who made a strong
statement of intent in that
game on Sunday was Sanju
Samson.
Confirmed by Suryakumar as
an opener for the series,
Samson has been in and out
of the national set up since his
debut in 2015 and his lack of
consistency has been a major
contributing factor. 
In the series-opener in
Gwalior, the keeper-batter,
who usually comes in the
middle order, revelled in his
new role as opener and
played some delightful
strokes in his 19-ball 29,
showcasing his ability to play
freely in the powerplay.
However, he couldn’t convert
his promising start, much like
his opening partner Abhishek

Sharma, who showcased
sheer power before running
himself out.
With first choice openers
Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Shubman Gill rested for this
series, both Samson and
Sharma would be keen to
prove they can go beyond
mere cameos.
The duo would look to seize
this opportunity here and get
a big score on Wednesday
night in front of, what is likely
to be a sellout crowd.
The stakes are higher for the
29-year-old Samson, who is
aiming to solidify his position
as wicketkeeper in the
absence of Pant.
With the T20 World Cup still
two years away, a series of
consistent performances as
both opener and
wicketkeeper could make
him a strong contender for
future selections in the white-
ball formats.
The hosts are unlikely to
tinker with their playing XI
after everything went India’s
way in the opener.
Debutant Mayank Yadav
dazzled with his fiery pace,
while fellow first-timer Nitish
Kumar Reddy made a mark as
a seam-bowling all-rounder, a
rarity in Indian cricket.
Arshdeep Singh capably led
the pace attack and mystery
spinner Varun Chakaravarthy
made a striking comeback
after staying away from the
national team for three years.
He will be eyeing the spin all-
rounder’s spot left vacant by
Ravindra Jadeja as will
Washington Sundar.
On the other hand, the
tourists will have to regroup
quickly if they want to
fashion a turnaround and stay
alive in the three-match

series.
Bangladesh, who went with
more or less than same side
they fielded at the World Cup
earlier this year, have the
advantage of experience but
the side has just not been able
to crack the T20 format.
“I wouldn’t say we played
badly. We are a better team
than this. We haven’t done
well in this format for a long
time, but I don’t believe we
are such a bad team,” captain
Najmul Hossain Shanto
conceded in Gwalior. 
Batting continues to remain
their weak link and it wasn’t a
surprise to see the side
struggle against India’s
disciplined bowling attack.
Senior players like Liton Das
and Mahmuddullah have to
get their act together.
The Bangladesh bowlers have
the ability to spice up things
but against India’s formidable
lineup, they would need
plenty of runs on the board.
Squads:
India: Suryakumar Yadav
(C), Abhishek Sharma, Sanju
Samson (wk), Rinku Singh,
Hardik Pandya, Riyan Parag,
Nitish Kumar Reddy, Tilak
Varma, Washington Sundar,
Ravi Bishnoi, Varun
Chakaravarthy, Jitesh Sharma
(wk), Arshdeep Singh,
Harshit Rana, Mayank Yadav.

Bangladesh: Najmul Hossain
Shanto (C), Tanzid Hasan
Tamim, Parvez Hossain
Emon, Tawhid Hridoy,
Mahmud Ullah, Litton
Kumer Das, Jaker Ali Anik,
Mehidy Hassan Miraz, Shak
Mahedi Hasan, Rishad
Hossain, Mustafizur
Rahman, Taskin Ahmed,
Shoriful Islam, Tanzim Hasan
Sakib, Rakibul Hasan.
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India opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
is equipped to “play in any

conditions” but will need to
make some mental
adjustments for the upcoming
tour of Australia, the
legendary Brian Lara said here
on Tuesday.
Jaiswal has established himself
as a vital cog in the Test side
with 929 runs in only eight
matches this year at 66.35, his
two centuries and six fifties
putting him as the leading
run-scorer for India in 2024.
“He has got the ability to play
in any conditions. I saw him in
the Caribbean. Obviously, the
pitches in Australia are slightly
different, but if you take that
sort of strength that you have,
you’re going to play good
cricket in any conditions. 
“I expect to see him do well,”
Lara told the media during the
launch of the International
Masters League. 
The West Indies great said
Jaiswal will need to make some
mental adjustments to
continue his success Down

Under. 
“I think the adjustment is
upstairs,” said Lara, pointing
towards his head when asked if
the Indian opener will have to
make any adjustments.
“The adjustment is your ability
to back your talent in whatever
conditions. I say this with a
pinch of salt because
conditions in India have
changed.
“With the IPL you’ve got
international players coming.
You are feeding your players a
different level of competition,
which is great, so I don’t think
there’s much that he has to do

technically,” he added.
“I just think, mentally,
travelling away from home,
playing against Australia on
their shores is a different beast.
But I believe that the Indian
team that I’ve seen going to
Australia over the last couple
of occasions, are very capable
of winning,” he said.
Lara picked Jaiswal and
another southpaw Abhishek
Sharma as the “two most
exciting Indian batters” right
now. 
“Jaiswal and Abhishek Sharma.
First of all, they’re left-handers.
They’re very young. They play

the game in a style, very
attacking and very stylish,” he
said.
“Of course the relationship I
have had with them over the
last couple of years has been
very special. It’s great to see
them go from strength to
strength,” he added.
Lara said having a “good plan”
will be crucial for India’s
success in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, which will comprise
five Tests for the first time.
“You have got to have a plan.
And your plan has to be
something that when it comes
to fruition, you get the success,”
he said.
“When you’re coming up
against Australia, you’ve got to
have a damn good plan, and
you’ve got to be able to soak in
pressure because they’re going
to apply a lot of pressure.”
“From an Indian scenario,
they’ve got to play good
cricket. They’ve got to believe
in themselves and they’ve got
to play each session at a time.
They can’t think way beyond
that,” he added.
While the former West Indies

captain praised India’s
aggressive approach to force a
result in the rain-hit Kanpur
Test against Bangladesh to try
and earn World Test
Championship points, Lara
said such an outcome is not
possible every time.
“(It was) not just (about) the
points. It’s a situation where
India knows that they have the
advantage in terms of being
the better playing team against
Bangladesh, and they’ve got to
put themselves,” he said.
“They’ve got to give
themselves the opportunity. I
love the way that they went
about it in such a short space
of time to put Bangladesh
under pressure. The
performance by India with the
bat was always to put
Bangladesh under pressure.” 
“Test cricket is about attrition.
Not every single day you’re
going to have 2-3 days washed
out. I want to see a lot of games
going into the fourth and the
fifth day. I want to see batters
holding on, battling if they
have to battle. Bowlers being
as disciplined as possible.”
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T20 World Cup-winner
Arshdeep Singh doesn’t

like fretting over the future
or dwelling on the past. The
left-arm pacer prefers to
embrace the present.
The 25-year-old, who is
leading the Indian pace
attack in the ongoing three-
match T20I series against
Bangladesh, made his debut
just two years ago but has
already played 55 T20Is,
including two World Cups.
“I am enjoying my game and
didn’t even realise how these
two years flew by. I just try
and stay in the present, enjoy
the highs and lows, that is my
focus,” Arshdeep said ahead
of the second T20I against
Bangladesh on Tuesday.
“My life’s mantra is to enjoy
the present. Today is my rest
day so I will enjoy my rest
today. Kal ka Kal dekhenge
(Will think about tomorrow
when it comes). The T20
World Cup is two years away,

very far I don’t think much
about the future,” he added
when a question on his future
was thrown his way.
The Punjab pacer, who
honed his red-ball skills in
county cricket last season
and put up a stellar display in

the Duleep Trophy recently,
has been making a case for a
maiden Test cap too but
doesn’t want to talk about
that.
“I want to do my best in all
the formats wherever I get
the opportunity,” he said

Asked what difference he has
felt in his white-ball skills
since becoming an all-format
player, Arshdeep said, “I
enjoy that we can see how
quickly you can adapt to the
conditions, ground
dimensions and format.

“It gives opportunity to the
players to explore their skills.
How he can take wickets in
different ways, how to absorb
pressure.
“Playing in different formats
teaches players a lot. In red
ball, you get more overs to
bowl, it teaches you patience,
here (in T20s) you don’t need
patience, you have to think
about what a batter can do.”
The hosts lead the series 1-0
and the second game is
expected to be a high-scoring
affair. In the five matches
that the Arun Jaitley Stadium
hosted in the IPL earlier this
year, teams crossed the 200-
run mark eight times.
“We (Punjab Kings) didn’t
have a match here in the IPL
this season but seeing the
scores at this ground, I didn’t
feel like seeing the wicket.
“We will come tomorrow and
assess the conditions and
make plans accordingly. The
coach and captain will check
the wicket and tell us the
plan,” Arshdeep said.
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England chipped at
Pakistan’s massive 556,

three-centuries total by
reaching 96-1 at stumps on
day two Tuesday of the first
test.
Pakistan started the day on
328-4 and was spearheaded
by Salman Ali Agha’s
unbeaten 104 and Saud
Shakeel’s 82.
On a pitch which still looks
good for batting with little
help for fast bowlers or
spinners, England raced at
nearly five-runs-per-over as
Zac Crawley smashed 11
fours in his unbeaten 64. Joe
Root was not out on 32.

England lost stand-in captain
Ollie Pope without scoring in
the second over to a stunning
one-handed catch by a diving
Aamer Jamal at midwicket
off Naseem Shah. 
England trails Pakistan by
460 runs.
Pope had to open the innings
after Ben Duckett injured his
left thumb while grabbing a
sharp chest-high catch of No.
11 Abrar Ahmed in the slips
that finally ended England’s
heat-sapping 5 1/2 sessions
on the field at Multan
Stadium.
Whether Duckett bats was
yet to be determined.
England’s Jack Leach took 3-
160 and Shoaib Bashir 1-124

but Pakistan dominated
both spinners.Brydon
Carse’s long wait for his first
wicket in his debut test
came on Tuesday, which he
finished with 2-74. Gus
Atkinson (2-99) and Chris
Woakes (1-69) toiled
without finding any reverse
swing on the green square.
England did well in the first
session and allowed Pakistan
only 69 runs with Carse
breaking the resistance of
nightwatchman Naseem,
who gloved a legside catch
after scoring his test-best 33.
Naseem denied England a
breakthrough for 1 1/2 hours
and braved a couple of blows.
He got a knock on the back of

his helmet when he was
struck hard by an Atkinson
short ball and also received
brief treatment when Carse
struck the batter’s right
thumb off another short ball
before round-the-wicket
worked for the right arm fast
bowler. Leach had
Mohammad Rizwan caught
at mid-off for a 12-ball
duck.Shakeel, who began the
day on 35, showed plenty of
resistance and raised his half-
century with a swept
boundary off Bashir. Shakeel
was undone by the off-
spinner after lunch and
feathered a low catch to Root
in the slips.
Agha took charge with

meticulous drives and
sweeps. His third test century
followed tons by captain
Shan Masood (151) and
Abdullah Shafique (102) on
day one.
Agha gave Pakistan an ideal
finish on the benign pitch. 
In the company of Shaheen
Shah Afridi (26), Agha hit 10
boundaries and three sixes in
his 119-ball knock to propel
Pakistan past 550.
England was scratchy late in
Pakistan’s innings as
wicketkeeper Jamie Smith
missed an easy stumping of
Abrar, and Atkinson couldn’t
judge a catch over his
shoulder before Root folded
the innings.
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