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The Narendra Modi-led
government is set to
begin the long-delayed

Population Census in 2025,
with a target for completion
by 2026. This will be followed
by a nationwide delimitation
process for Lok Sabha
constituencies, expected to be
finished by 2028. However, no
decision has been taken yet
on whether Caste Census will
also be carried out along with
the general Census.  
This development comes
amid demands from several
Opposition parties for a Caste
Census. However, the
government has not yet made
a decision, and the details of
the Census process are yet
to be made public. The
upcoming Census round
is expected to include the
usual surveys on
religion and social
class, along with
counts of General,
Scheduled Castes,
and Scheduled Tribes.
According to sources
aware of the details, the
Government has not yet
taken any decision on the
Caste Census. The process of
tabulating the country’s
population will begin in 2025
and is expected to conclude
by 2026, following which the
process of carving out
constituencies for the Lok
Sabha through delimitation
will begin.
The last Census was
conducted in 2011, and the
following round was initially
planned for 2021 but was
postponed due to the second
wave of COVID-19.The
Census cycle is now set to
follow a 10-year pattern,
running from 2025 to 2035
and later from 2035 to 2045. 
The Office of the Registrar
General and Census
Commissioner had prepared
31 questions to be asked to
the citizens during the Census
exercise. These questions
include whether the head of
the household belongs to
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled
Tribe and other family
members as asked in the
previous Census.
"In all probability, the work
for the Census and the NPR
will begin early next year and
the population data will be
announced by 2026. With
this, the Census cycle is likely
to be changed. So, it will be
2025-2035 and then 2035-
2045 and so on in future," said
sources adding all these
factors will have to be looked
into before any decision is

taken on delimitation.
The 31 questions to be asked
to each family under the
Census exercise include the
total number of persons
normally residing in the
household, whether the head
of the household is a woman,
the number of dwelling
rooms exclusively in
possession of the household,
the number of married
couple(s) living in the
household among others. The
questions also include
whether a family has a
telephone, internet
connection, mobile or
smartphone, bicycle, scooter
or motorcycle or moped, and
whether they own a car, jeep
or a van. 
The citizens will also be asked

what is the cereal they
consume in the household,
the main

source of
dr inking

w a t e r ,
m a i n

source of lighting,
access to latrine,

type of latrine, waste
water outlet, availability of

bathing facility, availability
of kitchen and LPG/PNG

connection, main fuel used
for cooking, availability of
radio, transistor, television
etc.
The Congress, Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) and several
other parties have been
demanding that a Caste
Census be undertaken.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP’s)
alliance partners such as
Janata Dal United (JDU) in
Bihar have also spoken about
the same, but have not put any
pressure on the Centre. At the
central level, the final
decision has been left to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his cabinet. 
The BJP’s other ally, Telugu
Desam Party (TDP), too is of
the opinion that the Census
must happen, with Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu actively
advocating for ‘Skill Census’
for the benefit of the masses,
especially the young
population. 
The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) too is in favour
of Caste Census so long as it’s
not being done for gaining
political mileage by any party.
Many states in the South,
especially Tamil Nadu, have
followed a strict population
policy and therefore, the
government is also
considering a proposal to see
that no unfair treatment is
meted out to them via the
delimitation process.
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India on Monday set in
motion the manufacture of

C295- , an ultra modern
tactical transport aircraft-
which can carry troops and
logistical supplies from main
airfields to forward operating
airfields of the country. The
aircraft will be made in
partnership with Spain, and
can also operate on short
unprepared airstrips as it is
capable of Short Take-off and
Landing (STOL). The aircraft
can additionally be used for
casualty or medical evacuation,
performing special missions,
disaster response and maritime
patrol duties while it can
operate from short airstrips just
2,200 feet long and can fly low-
level operations for tactical
missions flying at a low speed
of 110 knots according to
parent manufacturer Airbus.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Spanish
counterpart Pedro Sanchez
inaugurated the Tata Aircraft
Complex in Vadodara, India’s
first private facility to build
these military planes, where
C295 aircraft will be produced. 
PM Modi and Spanish PM
Pedro Sanchez on Monday
inaugurated the Tata Aircraft
Complex for manufacturing
C295 aircraft in Vadodara.
Noting that the partnership
between India and Spain is
finding a new direction, Modi
said the project would not only
strengthen the relations
between the two nations but
also give momentum to the
mission of ‘Make in India,
Make for the World’. 
PM Modi conveyed his best
wishes to the team of Airbus
and Tata, and also paid tributes
to the late Ratan Tata. The
Airbus C295 is a medium
tactical transport aircraft that

was designed and initially
manufactured by the Spanish
aerospace company CASA,
which is now a part of the
European multinational
Airbus Defence and Space
division. The C295 can also be
used for medical evacuations,
disaster response, and
maritime patrol duties.
The C295 aircraft factory is a
reflection of the new work
culture of New India, the PM
said, adding India’s speed from
idea to the execution of any
project can be witnessed at the
factory, whose foundation
stone was laid in October 2022.
Emphasising the focus on
eliminating unaccounted
delays in the planning and
execution of projects, PM
Modi recalled the setting up of
Bombardier train coach
manufacturing facility in
Vadodara as the Chief Minister
of Gujarat.
Metro coaches made in that

factory are being exported, the
PM said, and expressed
confidence that the aircraft
made in the facility
inaugurated on Monday would
also be exported. Quoting the
famous Spanish poet, Antonio
Machado, PM Modi said, “As
we start treading towards the
goal, the path towards the goal
is created automatically.” 
A decade ago, the priority and
identity of defence
manufacturing was about
import and none could
imagine that defence
manufacturing could take
place on such a large scale in
India, the PM said. “Our
government decided to walk
on a new path and set new
goals for India, whose results
are evident today,” he said. The
transformation of India’s
defence sector exemplifies how
a right plan and partnership
can turn possibilities into
prosperity, PM Modi said.
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With clear skies, no rain,
and absence of snowfall

in Himalayas and easterly
winds, north and central
India including Delhi has
been warmer than usual so far
in the month of October. The
pleasant ‘wintery’ nip in the
air is missing. The National
Capital Region has been
recording above-normal
temperatures consistently in
the second half of October
2024. According to
meteorologists and scientists,
Octobers in north and central
India are getting warmer and
are expected to get worse in
the coming years with fewer
Western disturbances,
unpredictable rains during
the monsoon season, and the
larger impacts of climate
change and changing weather
patterns are to blame.
Earlier, the India

Meteorological Department
(IMD) had hinted at the
possibility of a severe winter
in North India, especially in
the northwest and central
regions, including Delhi-
NCR. This forecast was
linked to the potential
development of La Nina
conditions during October
and November.
The IMD officials said the
observatory of Safdarjung has
measured the lowest
temperature of 17.4°C, so far
this month. In the remaining
three days of this month, the
temperature is expected to
hover around 20°C and may
even breach 21°C, during this
period. Safdarjung recorded
the lowest minimum of under
15°C for the last four
consecutive years in October.
The lowest temperature of the
last two decades was 12.5°C,
recorded on October 29,
2020.
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Population Census
takes off in 2025
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NSUI members rally to secretariat
seeking student union election

IN BRIEF

Members of National
Students Union of

India (NSUI) on Monday
rallied towards the secre-
tariat to protest the failure of
authorities to hold student
union elections this year.
The police attempted to stop
the protesters from advanc-
ing towards the secretariat
which resulted in a mild al-
tercation. During the alter-
cation, one NSUI member
sustained injuries and was
taken to Government Doon
Medical College (GDMC)
hospital. NSUI State in-

charge Saurabh Yadav
claimed that the cancellation
of the student union elec-
tions was a well-planned
conspiracy by the govern-
ment. He averred that the
government aims to leave
the youth leaderless, pre-
venting them from voicing
their concerns. NSUI State
president Vikas Negi ex-
pressed disappointment
over the government's al-
leged failure to conduct the
student union elections this
year. He pointed out that
these elections have been

held for many years to ad-
dress student issues in col-
leges. He questioned why
the government could
change admission dates but
not the dates for the student
union elections. Negi
opined that the failure to
conduct elections indicates
that the State government is
infringing on the rights of
the youth. The NSUI mem-
bers submitted a memoran-
dum addressed to the chief
minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami regarding their
concerns. 

300 kg synthetic mawa seized

The police apprehended
an individual with 300

kilogrammes of adulterated
(synthetic) mawa, prevent-
ing its supply to Dehradun
where the demand for such
items has risen consider-
ably in the run up to Deep-
awali. This arrest follows
directions of the Dehradun
senior superintendent of
police Ajai Singh to curb
the influx of adulterated
food items from neighbour-
ing States during the festive
season. Singh stated that in-
tensive checks for adulter-
ated food items are being

conducted across all police
station areas in the district.
The police searched a car in
the wee hours on Monday.
During the check, the po-
lice recovered about 300
kilogrammes of adulterated
mawa in the trunk of the
car. 

The Dehradun food
safety officer was called to
the spot to test the item. He
further said that upon ex-
amination, the officer de-
clared the recovered mawa
to be synthetic. Samples
were taken for further

analysis and the remaining
synthetic mawa was de-
stroyed. During interroga-
tion, the accused, Amit
(36) from Muzaffarnagar,
revealed that he had ob-
tained the product from
Muzaffarnagar and in-
tended to supply it to vari-
ous reputed shops and
dairies in Dehradun city at
inflated prices for the
Deepawali celebrations.
The police arrested the ac-
cused and registered a case
against him under the rel-
evant sections, the SSP
added.

PNS     DEHRADUN
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Noted television actress
Surabhi Jyoti of ‘Nagin’

fame got married to actor
and producer Sumit Suri at
a resort in Ramnagar on the
weekend. Various television
actors and MP Chirag
Paswan were among those
who attended the marriage
function. The newly mar-
ried couple departed from
Ramnagar on Monday
morning.

Following Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s call for
holding destination wed-
dings in Uttarakhand,
many are choosing to enter
the wedlock at Ramnagar in
Nainital district. Suri and
Jyoti got married at a resort
at Sanvalde in Ramnagar.
The marriage function was
spread across three days,
culminating on Sunday. The
managing director of the
resort, Kamal Tripathi in-
formed that the couple got
married on Sunday night.
They left Ramnagar on
Monday morning. More
than 50 television actors
and actresses were among
those who attended the
marriage programme, he
added.

PNS     RAMNAGAR

The Asian School celebrates its silver jubilee

DEHRADUN: The Asian School celebrated its silver jubilee
with a string of cultural programmes including the performance
by the school band Groovers. Veteran actor Anupam Kher who
was present on the occasion as the chief guest said that the
biggest obstacle holding today's youngsters back is the fear of
failure and urged parents and elders to address it. Failure is not
a reflection of a person's worth, but rather an event meant to fos-
ter growth, he added. Those present on the occasion included
the president of the school Amarjeet Singh, the vice-president
Madanjeet Singh and the directors Tarunjyot Juneja, Gaganjyot
Juneja and Vartika Sah Juneja. Gaganjyot Juneja announced the

expansion of franchises in
Jammu, Ludhiana and Paonta
Sahib, aiming to broaden the
school's reach and provide
quality education to more stu-
dents. The principal, Ruchi
Pradhan Datta spoke of main
events and results of the past
year in scholastic and non–
scholastic areas and high-
lighted the all-round

achievements of the school.  A ceremonious launch of the
25th edition of the school magazine ‘Colors’ and the third
volume of ‘Reflections’, a collection of short stories penned
by the Asiantites were also released on the occasion.

Book written by Dr BKS Sanjay
& Dr Gaurav Sanjay released
DEHRADUN: The book ‘From the Pen of Surgeons’ writ-
ten jointly by Padma Shri awardee orthopaedic surgeon Dr
BKS Sanjay and Dr Gaurav Sanjay was released by the
Union Minister of Tourism and Culture Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, former Union Education minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ and Union Minister of State for Road
Transport and National Highways Ajay Tamta at India’s first
Writer’s Village. The book is compilation of guest columns
written by the duo in The Pioneer. Assembly speaker Ritu
Bhushan Khanduri was also present on the occasion. The
book covers various health, education, nutrition and social
issues prevailing in India, Dr Sanjay said, adding that the
preface of this book had been written by the former director
of Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administra-
tion and historian Sanjeev Chopra.  

Yogasana Sports Competi-
tion concludes at THDCIL
DEHRADUN: The three-day 5th Uttarakhand State-level
Yogasana Sports Competition 2024 organised by THDC
India Limited in collaboration with the Uttarakhand Yo-
gasana Sports Association and Dehradun District Yogasana
Sports Association concluded at its corporate office in
Rishikesh. The chairman and managing director RK Vish-
noi, congratulated the winners, saying that aside from being
a fitness practice, yoga means holistic well-being and inner
harmony. The director (Personnel), Shallinder Singh
presided over the closing ceremony and awarded the win-
ners. Singh expressed concern over the youth adopting
wrong lifestyle choices like substance abuse and stressed on
yoga as a solution.

Rain and snowfall likely in five mountainous districts today

Even as the maximum and
minimum temperatures

have continued to remain
above normal in various parts
of the State, rain and snowfall
are likely in some parts of the
State on Tuesday. The rain and
snowfall is expected to bring
down the mercury level by a
few notches. The State meteor-
ological centre has forecast
that very light to light rain is
likely to occur at isolated
places in Uttarkashi, Chamoli,
Rudraprayag, Bageshwar and
Pithoragarh districts. Further,

there is also a possibility of
snowfall in areas situated at al-
titudes of 4000 feet and above.
Apart from this, dry weather
is likely to prevail in the re-
maining districts of the State
today. The provisional State
capital Dehradun is forecast to
witness a mainly clear to
partly cloudy sky. Mist/haze
are likely to occur during the
morning hours. The maxi-
mum and minimum tempera-
tures are likely to be about 31
degrees Celsius and 18 de-
grees Celsius respectively in

Dehradun today.

The maximum and min-
imum temperatures
recorded on Monday were
30.9 degrees Celsius and
18.4 degrees Celsius respec-
tively in Dehradun, 32 de-
grees Celsius and 19.6
degrees Celsius in Pantna-
gar, 21.6 degrees Celsius
and 11.8 degrees Celsius in
Mukteshwar and 22.9 de-
grees Celsius and 13.6 de-
grees Celsius in New Tehri.

PNS     DEHRADUN

NMC approves seven new seats
in MD, Paediatrics in GDMC

The National Medical
Commission (NMC) has

given its permission to the
Government Doon Medical
College (GDMC) for seven
new seats in the MD paedi-
atrics course. The admission
in these seats will be done
from the merit of NEET- PG
examination.  The Health
minister Dhan Singh Rawat
said that the objective of the
State government is to expand
the scope of medical educa-
tion in the State to remove the
problem of paucity of special-
ist doctors. He said that efforts
are being made to start PG
classes in every medical col-

lege of the State.  The minister
informed that at present the
PG courses are available in
three government medical
colleges of Dehradun, Srina-
gar and Haldwani. He said
that NMC has approved 174
seats in these colleges in 19
disciplines. The minister ex-
pressed gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Health minister JP
Nadda for providing new PG
seats in paediatrics to GDMC.
He said that efforts are being
made to increase the number
of PG seats in the medical col-
leges of the State.

PNS     DEHRADUN

TV actors enter
wedlock at resort
in Ramnagar
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Woman candidate & strong women
voter base, BJP looks forward to
victory in Kedarnath bypoll

The Bharatiya Janata
Party is  aiming to

secure  the  Kedarnath
Assembly by-election by
banking on a woman can-
didate and the support of
women voters. The BJP
has fielded its Mahila
Morcha chief and two-
time former MLA Asha
Nautiyal as its candidate in
the bypoll ,  leveraging
Kedarnath’s history as a
woman-dominated seat. In
every Assembly election
since Uttarakhand’s for-
mation, a woman has won
in Kedarnath—except in
2017, when Congress can-
didate Manoj Rawat, now
fielded again by the oppo-
sition, claimed victory.
BJP’s choice of Nautiyal
could give it an edge, with
the party looking to capi-
talise on the tradition of
women-led representation
and the influential women
electorate. Nautiyal brings
strong credentials to the
race. She first won the
Kedarnath seat as a BJP
candidate in 2002 and
retained it in 2007 by
defeat ing C ongress’
Kunwar Singh. However,
her winning streak was
halted in 2012 when she
lost to the Congress can-
didate. 

In 2016, following a
political shake-up, Shaila
Rani Rawat and 11 other
Congress MLAs joined the
BJP after rebelling against
the then chief minister
Harish Rawat. BJP then
fielded Rawat in the 2017
elections, inbrespibse to
which Nautiyal contested

as an independent, finish-
ing third. While Congress’
Manoj Rawat won that
year, Rawat reclaimed the
seat for the BJP in 2022 as
Nautiyal chose not to con-
test.

Women voters are a sub-
stantial force in Kedarnath,
both in numbers  and
turnout. According to the
official data, Kedarnath
currently has 90,540 vot-
ers, with 45,775 women
and 44,765 men. In 2017
assembly e lec t ions  in
Kedarnath, 57.88 per cent
men voted while 71.79 per
cent women and in 2022,
60.29 men voted and 69.61
per cent women. This
shows the significant dif-
ference in voter turnout of
men and women in the
constituency. Women’s
vote turnout has been con-
sistently higher than the
state average in Kedarnath,
further highlighting their
inf luence in the con-
stituency. With Nautiyal as
its candidate, the BJP is
counting on her appeal
and the backing of women
voters to give it an advan-
tage over the opposition’s
male candidate in this crit-
ical by-election. The BJP
State president Mahendra
Bhatt, who is confident
about Nautiyal’s victory in
the bypoll, said that she
has been working for peo-
ple of Kedarnath at the
ground level for over two
decades. He said that not
just in terms of getting
maximum votes of women
voters, BJP has an edge
over the Congress’ candi-

date in every aspect, be it
development, ethics or
support of every gender.

PURNIMA BISHT     DEHRADUN

Taking a stern note of the delay in release of
government orders (GOs) for the approved

proposals,  chief secretary Radha Raturi direct-
ed the officers concerned to take prompt
action in this regard. She said that all the pend-
ing schemes and projects where the proposals
are pending at DPR or other level should be
completed under the missing link fund.

The CS reviewed the progress of various
schemes funded by the missing link fund at the
State secretariat on Monday.  The CS direct-
ed the Finance secretary to seek proposals from
all departments so that the incomplete schemes
can be completed by releasing the budget. 

While discussing missing link fund, Raturi
said that the fund is a golden opportunity to
complete the incomplete schemes.

All the departments should seriously eval-
uate the unfinished at their level and the infor-
mation should also be taken from field officers,
she said. Raturi added that all the departments
should take ownership of the schemes. She also
gave instructions for clarity and simplification
of the processes in the approval and imple-
mentation of the schemes. 

The CS directed that the progress of previ-
ously approved proposals should also be reg-
ularly uploaded on the PM Gatishakti portal.
She said that the officers can contact her any
time so that there is no delay in government
work related to files in the absence of officers,
especially secretaries. Raturi advised the offi-

cers to develop a work culture of dedication and
promptness.  Under the missing link such pro-
posals are funded which do not get funding
under any scheme in the districts.

Secretaries Shailesh Bagauli,  Dilip Jawalkar,
BVRC Purushottam and other officers attend-
ed the meeting.

Complete pending projects under missing link fund, says CS Pithoragarh duo dupe 
people of about Rs 30 crore,
arrested by STF in Delhi

The Uttarakhand Special
Task Force (STF) arrested

Pithoragarh residents from
Delhi for committing a fraud
of about Rs 30 crore. The
senior superintendent of
police of STF, Navneet Singh
said in a Press conference in
Dehradun on Monday that
the accused Jagdish Bora and
Kamlesh Bora are brothers
and were wanted for duping
citizens of about Rs 25 to Rs
30 crore. 

They have been evading
arrest for over three years,
hiding in various states and
changing their names and
identities. Since 2019, they
allegedly orchestrated a large-
scale scam in Pithoragarh,
luring nearly 40-50 people
into investing in false schemes
and the stock market by
promising high returns. The
victims were convinced to
invest further with assurances
that market growth will bring
even larger profits. 

The brothers also alleged-
ly conducted real estate fraud,
collecting advance payments
from people in Haldwani by
offering land at cheap rates,
the SSP said. He informed
that the duo’s network report-
edly included 17 accomplices
who operated across multiple
areas. “Numerous cases have
been filed against this gang in
various police stations in
Pithoragarh, making their
capture a high priority. It
took surveillance of over a
year to nab these accused. 

The STF also conducted
raids in multiple states. This
hard work and efforts finally
led to their capture in Delhi
on Sunday. Both accused are
natives of Garali village in
Pithoragarh, and had been
residing with their mother in
Patel Nagar, Delhi,” he said.
He added that authorities will
start proceeding to recover
the amount duped by the
accused.
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BJP’s Asha Nautiyal, Congress'
Manoj Rawat file nomination
papers for Kedarnath bypoll

The stage is set for the
KKedarnath Assembly

bypoll with the filing of nom-
ination papers by the candi-
dates of Bharatiya Janata Party
and Congress on Monday. The
BJP candidate Asha Nautiyal
filed her nomination papers in
the presence of chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, former
CM Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank, Garhwal MP Anil
Baluni and other leaders in
Ukhimath.  The Congress can-
didate Manoj Rawat filed his
nomination papers on the day
with the top leaders of the
Uttarakhand Congress.
Pradesh Congress Committee
(PCC) president Karan

Mahara, State co-in charge
Surendra Sharma, leader of
opposition (LoP) in the
Assembly, Yashpal Arya, for-
mer PCC president Ganesh
Godiyal, district Congress pres-
ident Kunwar Sajwan and oth-
ers accompanied Rawat. After
filing nomination papers, the
BJP leaders addressed a public
meeting in Ukhimath.
Speaking on the occasion, the
CM said that under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, the BJP has
always given preference to
development in Kedarnath. He
appealed to the people to give
their vote to the BJP candidate
Nautiyal to continue the devel-
opment journey in Kedarnath.
Paying homage to the late
MLA Shaila Rani Rawat, the
CM said that he had promised
the people of Kedarnath that he
will act as an MLA of
Kedarnath till a new legislator
is elected from the constituen-
cy. “I have fulfilled the promise
made to you and in a short
span of time government
orders for many schemes worth
crores of rupees have been
issued,’’ he said. Accusing the

Congress party of spreading
lies, the CM said that the gov-
ernment has issued clear orders
so that no one can construct
temples in the names of Char
Dham of Uttarakhand. He also
accused the Congress party
for engaging in appeasement
politics. The CM said that the
State government is committed
to prevent demographic change
in Uttarakhand. The BJP lead-
ers were relieved by the pres-
ence of Kuldeep Rawat, one of

the key contenders for the
party ticket in the nomination
process and public meeting.
However Aishwarya Rawat,
the daughter of the late Shaila
Rani Rawat was conspicuous by
her absence, fuelling specula-
tion that she could revolt.  The
Congress party on the other
hand organised a Padyatra and
public meeting in Agastyamuni
town after filing of nomination
papers by its candidate.
Addressing the meeting, the
PCC president Karan Mahara
said that after registering vic-
tories in Manglaur and
Badrinath Assembly by-elec-
tions, the Congress will regis-
ter a thumping victory in

Kedarnath.  Former CM Harish
Rawat said that corruption
rules the roost in the BJP gov-
ernment and the women are
not safe in the BJP rule. He said
that the people are reeling
under escalating prices and
unemployment. Rawat high-
lighted the steps taken by the
Congress government in
Kedarnath after the disaster of
2013 and appealed to the peo-
ple to teach the BJP a lesson.

Enthusiasm in Kedarnath
nomination points towards
BJP's victory: Baluni

The Garhwal MP and
national media in-charge of

the Bharatiya Janata Party, Anil
Baluni said that the over-
whelming enthusiasm during
the Kedarnath nomination
process on Monday signalled a
clear win for the party candi-
date. Baluni said that all party
workers and the family of the
late Shaila Rani Rawat, the
former Kedarnath MLA, are
united in realising her vision
for regional development.

In a media interaction on
Monday, Baluni shared his
experience during the nomi-
nation of BJP candidate Asha
Nautiyal. "The scene at the
BJP nomination event was a
testament to the public’s sup-
port. We are confident of a vic-
tory with an even larger mar-
gin than before," he said,
adding that this atmosphere in
favour of the BJP is likely to
intensify in the coming days.

Baluni also reassured the
people of Garhwal about devel-
opment promises made to vot-
ers, stating that various min-

istries and departments of the
central government are active-
ly contributing. Ongoing pro-
jects include assessing new
train routes, expanding Kanv
Ashram as a prominent spiri-
tual site, constructing a plane-
tarium and planning road
expansions. He confirmed that
the administration has request-
ed a list of roads halted due to
Forest department objections
and are working closely with
nodal officers. "No road in
Garhwal will be left unfin-
ished due to forest and envi-
ronmental laws," he said. He
also highlighted efforts to
establish Ramnagar as a wildlife
capital and enhance areas
around Rishikesh to further
enrich the Char Dham pil-
grimage experience.
Responding to a question about
the late Rawat's daughter,
Baluni recalled her dedication
and hard work during past
elections, despite suffering an
injury. He affirmed that her
vision for development will be
carried forward by all BJP
workers and her family in
unity.

PNS    DEHRADUN

The police arrested five indi-
viduals including two

women in Pauri for commit-
ting a fraud of Rs 92 crore in
Uttarakhand by luring people
to invest in their fake compa-
ny. The accused have also
reportedly duped other people
of about Rs 190 crore in sev-
eral other States as well, the
Pauri senior superintendent of
police Lokeshwar Singh said.
He informed that the case
came to light when a Kotdwar
resident Tripti Negi filed a
complaint on June 1, 2024,
against Vineet Singh and
Pragya Rawat, who acted as a
manager and cashier at the
company named The Loni
Urban Multi-State Credit &
Thrift Co-operative Society
(LUCC) in Dugadda, Kotdwar.
Negi accused the duo of taking
her money under the pretence
of opening a recurring deposit
account but failed to provide
her any bond or deposit proof.
The SSP formed a special
investigation team to investi-
gate the matter. It was revealed
that a Rishikesh resident Girish

Chandra Singh Bisht had
reportedly established the
company’s branch in Rishikesh
in 2016 and enticed locals to
invest, claiming attractive
returns. Bisht expanded the
company across Uttarakhand,
opening around 35 branches in
Pauri, Dehradun, Rudraprayag,
Chamoli, Uttarkashi and Tehri.
He hired heads of these
branches whose role involved
collecting money from local
branches and transferring it up
the chain. The SSP further
informed that in 2021, Vineet
Singh set up another branch in
Dugadda and organised sem-
inars to attract more investors
with promises of investments
in foreign oil wells and gold
mines. Singh said that some
maturity payments were made
initially to strengthen public
trust but as the scheme
expanded, the payments
stopped, causing significant
financial losses. Further inves-
tigations uncovered that LUCC
is one of six societies under the
control of Samir Aggarwal,
who allegedly fled to Dubai. He

established six entities, each
operating in different states,
including LUCC in
Uttarakhand and others across
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat
and Bihar. In LUCC’s Dugadda
branch alone, about Rs 50
lakh matured this year, yet no
repayments were made. Singh
said that out of about  Rs 190
crore deposited in LUCC’s
accounts, only Rs two lakh
were in there, with evidence
suggesting funds were divert-
ed to private accounts and pos-
sibly moved abroad through
hawala transactions. The
police arrested five accused
and seized two luxury cars
connected to the case on
Sunday, the SSP said. The
arrested individuals are iden-
tified as Urmila Bisht (45),
Jagmohan Singh Bisht (51),
Pragya Rawat (25), Vineet
Singh (37) and Girish Chandra
Bisht, (59). The suspects have
been presented in court for
further legal proceedings and
further action will be taken
accordingly, he added.

Police bust Rs 92 crore fraud in
U’khand, arrest five linked to
Rs 190 crore scam across India
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BJP candidate Asha Nautiyal files nomination in the presence of CM Pushkar Singh Dhami, ex-
CM Ramesh Pokhriyal and others(left); Congress candidate Manoj Rawat files nomination accom-
panied by PCC chief Karan Mahara, ex- PCC chief Ganesh Godiyal and others on Monday (right)
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Congress on Monday sought
an all-party meeting to get

clarity on whether the next cen-
sus would include a detailed
enumeration of all castes and
whether the census will be
used for determining the
strength of each state in the Lok
Sabha.
Congress chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh said the
extension of the tenure of the
Registrar General and Census
Commissioner has been
notified and it means that the
long-delayed Census that was
due in 2021 will finally be
conducted soon.
"But there is still absolutely no
clarity on two crucial issues. 
Will this new Census include
a detailed enumeration of
ALL castes in the country, in
addition to that of scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes
that has been done in every
Census since 1951?

According to the Constitution
of India, such a Caste Census
is the sole responsibility of the
Union Government," Ramesh
said in a statement.
"Will this Census be used for
determining the strength of
each state in the Lok Sabha as
provided for in Article 82 of
the Constitution of India
(which says that the first
Census taken after the year
2026 and the publication of its
results will the basis of any
such reconstitution)? Will
this work to the disadvantage
of states that have been
pioneers in family planning?"
the Congress leader said.
It would be most appropriate
if an all-party meeting is held
soon to get clarity on these
two vital issues, Ramesh
asserted.
The central deputation of
Mritunjay Kumar Narayan,
currently serving as Registrar
General and Census
Commissioner of India, has
been extended till August

2026, paving the way for him
to lead the team to carry out
the much-delayed decadal
census of India.
"The President is pleased to
extend the central deputation
tenure of Shri Mritunjay
Kumar Narayan, IAS
(UP:1995), Registrar General
and Census Commissioner of
India, Ministry of Home
Affairs beyond 06.12.2024 for
a period up to 04.08.2026 or
until further orders
whichever is earlier. 
The Headquarters of
Mritunjay Kumar Narayan,
IAS (UP:1995) will be New
Delhi," according to an
official notification.
Narayan is a 1995 batch IAS
officer of the Uttar Pradesh
cadre and is holding the key
post under the Ministry of
Home Affairs since 2020.
The house listing phase of the
census and the exercise to
update the National
Population Register (NPR)
were scheduled to be carried
out across the country from
April 1 to September 30, 2020
but were postponed due to the
COVID-19 outbreak.
The census operation
continues to be on hold and
the government has not yet
announced the new schedule.
The government is expected
to announce the schedule for
the much-delayed exercise
soon.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will launch develop-

ment projects worth nearly Rs
12,850 crore on Tuesday and
also extend his government's
flagship health insurance
scheme Ayushman Bharat to all
senior citizens aged 70 years
and above.
Modi has chosen to unveil the
major health sector push on
the occasion of the ninth
Ayurveda Day and the birth
anniversary of Dhanvantari,
considered the god of
medicine. 
At a separate event, he will
also distribute more than
51,000 appointment letters to
the youth as part of his
government's 'Rozgar Mela',
an official statement said.
Noting that it has been the
constant endeavour of the
prime minister to provide
quality healthcare services in
the country, another
statement said Modi will
inaugurate Phase II of India's
first All India Institute of
Ayurveda in the national
capital.
It includes a Panchakarma
hospital, an ayurvedic
pharmacy for drug
manufacturing, a sports

medicine unit, a central
library, an IT and start-ups
incubation centre and a 500-
seat auditorium among
others.
He will also inaugurate three
medical colleges at Mandsaur,
Neemuch and Seoni in
Madhya Pradesh.
Further, the prime minister
will inaugurate facility and
service extensions at various
AIIMS -- Bilaspur in
Himachal Pradesh, Kalyani in
West Bengal, Patna in Bihar,
Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh,
Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh,
Guwahati in Assam and in
New Delhi -- which will also
include a Jan Aushadhi
Kendra.

He will also lay the foundation
stones of five nursing colleges
in Shivpuri, Ratlam,
Khandwa, Rajgarh and
Mandsaur in Madhya
Pradesh, 21 critical care
blocks at Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Manipur, Tamil
Nadu and Rajasthan under
Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission (PM-
ABHIM), and several facilities
and service extensions at
AIIMS in New Delhi and in
Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh.
Among other projects, he will
inaugurate an ESIC hospital at
Indore in Madhya Pradesh
and lay the foundation stone
for ESIC hospitals at
Faridabad in Haryana,

Bommasandra and Narasapur
in Karnataka, Indore in
Madhya Pradesh, Meerut in
Uttar Pradesh, and
Atchutapuram in Andhra
Pradesh. 
These projects will bring
healthcare benefits to around
55 lakh ESI beneficiaries.
In an innovative usage of
drone technology to enhance
service delivery and make
healthcare more accessible,
Modi will launch drone
services at 11 tertiary
healthcare institutions.
These are AIIMS Rishikesh in
Uttarakhand, AIIMS
Bibinagar in Telangana,
AIIMS Guwahati in Assam,
AIIMS Bhopal in Madhya
Pradesh, AIIMS Jodhpur in
Rajasthan, AIIMS Patna in
Bihar, AIIMS Bilaspur in
Himachal Pradesh, AIIMS
Raebareli in Uttar Pradesh,
AIIMS Raipur in
Chhattisgarh, AIIMS
Mangalagiri in Andhra
Pradesh and RIMS Imphal in
Manipur.
He will launch a helicopter
emergency medical service
from AIIMS Rishikesh, which
will help deliver medical care
speedily. 
The prime minister will also
launch the U-WIN portal that
seeks to benefit pregnant

women and infants by fully
digitalizing the vaccination
process.
Among many other projects
whose foundation stones will
be laid are one central
research institute in yoga and
naturopathy each at Khordha
in Odisha and Raipur in
Chhattisgarh and four centres
of excellence at NIPER
Ahmedabad in Gujarat for
medical devices, NIPER
Hyderabad in Telangana for
bulk drugs, NIPER Guwahati
in Assam for
phytopharmaceuticals, and
NIPER Mohali in Punjab for
anti-bacterial anti-viral drug
discovery and development.
In a major boost to the Make
in India initiative in the
healthcare sector, the prime
minister will inaugurate five
projects under the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme for medical devices
and bulk drugs at Vapi in
Gujarat, Hyderabad in
Telangana, Bengaluru in
Karnataka, Kakinada in
Andhra Pradesh and Nalagarh
in Himachal Pradesh, the
statement said.
These units will manufacture
high-end medical devices,
such as body implants and
critical care equipment, along
with important bulk drugs.

PM Modi to launch �12,850 crore development projects
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ADelhi court has adjourned
the bail order of jailed

Baramulla MP Engineer Rashid,
noting his case could go to a
special court meant to try law-
makers now that he was an MP.
Additional Sessions Judge
Chander Jit Singh, who had
reserved the bail order in an
alleged terror funding case,
underscored he would first
consider the issue of
jurisdiction and whether or
not to transfer the case to a
special court meant to try
lawmakers, considering
Rashid was now an MP.
The judge would consider the
issue of jurisdiction on
November 13 while the order
has been posted on November
19.
"Since we are considering the
jurisdiction issue whether the
matter will be heard by this
court or the designated
MP/MLA court of National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
keep it (bail order) post that,"
said the court.
Rashid, in the meantime,
surrendered before Tihar jail

authorities on Monday, after
the completion of his interim
bail period.
On September 10, the court
had granted interim bail to
Sheikh Abdul Rashid, alias
Engineer Rashid, to enable
him to campaign for the J&K
assembly elections and
deferred the order on his
regular bail plea.
Rashid's interim bail was
previously extended till
October 28 on the ground of
his father's poor health and
after the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
didn't oppose the plea after
verifying documents.
The newly-elected MP has
been lodged in Tihar jail since
2019 after the NIA arrested
him under the provisions of
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act in the 2017
terror funding case.
Elections to the 90-member
J&K Assembly were held in
three phases between
September 18 and October 1.
The National Conference-
Congress alliance were
declared winners with 48 seats
on the day of results on
October 8.
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Stepping up his attack over
conflicts of interest allega-

tions against SEBI chief
Madhabi Buch, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Monday said the current
regime is no longer merely
encouraging monopolies but
actively concentrating the
nation's wealth in the hands of
a few.
The Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, made the
remarks in his post along
with a video featuring him
and Congress' media and
publicity department head
Pawan Khera in which they
talk about the alleged
conflicts of interest of SEBI
chief Buch.
"Institutional collapse has
now given way to a more
dangerous form of cronyism
-- Adani Bachao. 
The current regime is no
longer merely encouraging
monopolies, it's actively
concentrating the nation's
wealth in the hands of a few,"
Gandhi said.
The Madhabi Buch scandal
goes deeper than initially
imagined, he said, adding
that it may be that Buch,
entrusted with safeguarding
retail investors, has been
manipulating the system to
protect Adani's interests and
his inflated valuations.
Those entrusted with
protecting common Indians

and their investments have
abrogated their
responsibilities and are
indulging in wide scale
corruption and malpractice,
he alleged. 
The Congress has
consistently raised these
issues, is investigating these
scams, and exposing the
truth to the public, Gandhi
said.
In the video, Khera is seen
explaining to Gandhi the
various conflicts of interest
allegations against Buch and
how there were powers
behind her that were at work,
an apparent reference to the
Adani Group.
Sharing the video, the party

said the role of SEBI
chairperson is to maintain
the security of the stock
market and ensure
investments of common
Indians are not at risk.
However, when the
chairperson is involved in
manipulating the market to
benefit a single player - like
the Adani Group - then
everyone's money is at risk, it
said.
"That is what is happening
with the Madhabi Buch
Scandal. She has been placed
in this position by PM Modi
and HM Amit Shah to give
Adani a clean chit in
allegations of stock
manipulation," it said.
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BJP president JP Nadda on
Monday urged people and

all public representatives,
including MPs, MLAs, office
bearers and workers of his
party, to take part in the 'Run
for Unity' event. He asked the
BJP workers to promote Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel's ideals dur-
ing Tuesday's event by sharing
his thoughts and contribu-
tions with the "#Sardar150"
hashtag on social media.
"As Bharat Ratna Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel's janm
jayanti (birth anniversary)
coincides with Diwali this
year, the 'Run for Unity' event
will take place tomorrow,
Tuesday, October 29," Nadda
said in a statement.
"I urge everyone to
participate in large numbers
and spread the message of
national unity as well as the
importance of fitness," he
said. The BJP chief asked

party workers to make "every
effort" to ensure the event's
success.
"Additionally, I request all
public representatives,
including BJP MPs and
MLAs, along with all party
office bearers, to participate
in this event and honour
Sardar Patel ji," Nadda said.
Sardar Patel's unparalleled
role in ensuring the unity and
integrity of India will always
serve as an inexhaustible
source of inspiration for all of
us, he added.

"This year marks the 150th
birth anniversary of Sardar
Patel ji. BJP karyakartas
(workers) must share his
thoughts and contributions
on social media with the
hashtag #Sardar150 to
promote and spread Sardar
Patel's ideals and values,"
Nadda said. "Every
karyakarta, official and
representative of the BJP
should promote Sardar Patel
ji's mantra of national unity
alongside the message of
fitness everywhere," he said.
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The Supreme Court has
extended the interim bail

granted to former
Chhattisgarh chief minister
Bhupesh Baghel's deputy sec-
retary, Saumya Chaurasia, who
is an accused in a case linked
to the alleged coal-levy scam.
A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan
posted the hearing on
November 27.
"Interim order to continue
meanwhile," the bench said
in its October 25 order.
The top court had on
September 25 granted
interim bail to Chaurasia
while noting she had been in
custody for over a year and
nine months, and charges
hadn't been framed against
her before the trial could
begin.
While directing the
Chhattisgarh government
not to reinstate Chaurasia in

service till further orders,
the top court ordered her to
appear before the trial court
whenever required and not
influence any witnesses.
Chaurasia has challenged an
August 28 high court order
refusing her bail.
On December 14, 2023, the
top court had dismissed
Chaurasia's bail plea, saying
she was prima facie involved
in money laundering.
It had said the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had

collected sufficient evidence
to conclude Chaurasia was
actively involved in the
offence of money laundering
defined in Section 3 of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.
The federal probe agency
had, in 2022, alleged a
"grand conspiracy" in the
natural resources-rich state
to perpetrate a "coal-levy
scam", which saw an
"extortion" of about Rs 540
crore over the previous two
years.
The money-laundering case
stems from a complaint
lodged by the income-tax
department.
The ED investigation relates
to "a massive scam in which
illegal levy of Rs 25 was being
extorted for every tonne of
coal transported in
Chhattisgarh by a cartel
involving senior bureaucrats,
businessmen, politicians and
middlemen", alleged the ED.
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Ateam of 20 mountaineers
led by Colonel Anshuman

Bhadauria has created history,
scaling 11 previously unscaled
and unnamed peaks in the
border region of Mana in
eight days. 
Colonel Bhadauria is the
principal of Uttarkashi-based
Nehru Institute of
Mountaineering.
The team planned its ascent
overcoming harsh weather,
high winds, snow and
fluctuating temperatures,
NIM Registrar Praveen
Kumar said. 
The team climbed five 6,000-
metre high mountains in just
eight hours and reached the
summits of all 11 peaks in
eight days creating two new
records in the history of
mountaineering, he said.
"This accomplishment not

only highlights the technical
prowess and physical fitness
of the team members but also
their remarkable teamwork
and determination," Kumar
said.
Located close to the India-
China border in Chamoli
district, Mana is known as
the gateway to the Himalayas
and has long attracted
adventurers. The peaks
remained unscaled because
of the rugged and untamed
nature of the area, the
university official said.
"This expedition is
significant for several
reasons. It showcases the
unexplored beauty of the
Mana region, serves as an
inspiration to aspiring
mountaineers and adds a
proud chapter to India's
mountaineering legacy," he
said. The expedition began
on July 1 and concluded on
August 7.
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Accusing Narendra Modi of
taking away Tata-Airbus'

C-295 aircraft and several other
important projects and gov-
ernment offices out of
Maharashtra, the Opposition
Congress said on Monday that
the people of the state would
give a befitting reply to the
“non-biological Prime
Minister” and his colleagues  in
the Assembly polls “for betray-
ing the state”.
The Congress’ attack against
the Prime Minister came on a
day when Modi, accompanied
by Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez, inaugurated
the Tata-Airbus C-295
aircraft manufacturing facility
in Vadodara. 
“It (Tata-Airbus C-2950 was
the same project that was
supposed to be set up in
Nagpur, but it was shifted to
Gujarat on the eve of Gujarat
assembly elections in 2022.
Due to which Maharashtra
was deprived of this
important investment. One
can certainly imagine the
politics behind the scenes for
that,” AICC General Secretary
in-charge Communications
Jairam Ramesh said.
In the first combative state
that came from the Congress
a day ahead of the close of
nominations for the State
Assembly polls, Jairam
Ramesh charged that under
the direction of the “non-
biological Prime Minister”
the Centre and the BJP-led
MahaYuti government had
completed surrendered
Maharashtra’s interests in
getting new projects or
getting support from the
Centre in that regard”.
Citing other instances of how
Modi “betrayed”
Maharashtra, Jairam Ramesh
took to micro-blogging site
“X” to recall how then Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh of the Congress in 2006
tried to set up the
International Financial

Services Center (IFSC) in
Mumbai, but the current
Prime Minister moved the
project to his home state of
Gujarat.
“The IFSC has now been set
up only in GIFT City, Gujarat.
In 2006 Dr. Manmohan Singh
had tried to set it up in
Mumbai and reserved space
for the IFSC in the Bandra
Kurla Complex. But those
efforts were thwarted and a
potential 2 lakh jobs in
Mumbai were lost,” Congress’
Rajya Sabha member said.  

“Mumbai and Surat have
worked together to develop
India’s diamond industry for
decades, with Surat handling
cutting and polishing, and
Mumbai handling trading
and export. However, a new
Bharat Diamond Bourse was
built in Surat. It is another
matter that this move has
failed entirely, with many
diamond merchants moving
their operations back to
Mumbai,” Jairam Ramesh
said.
“Apart from the Tata-Airbus
manufacturing project, the
(now failed) Vedanta-
Foxconn chip project was also
shifted from Maharashtra to
Gujarat,” he said.
“ Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) remains a
major hub for textiles and the
textile commissionerate
office, which has been in
Mumbai for 80 years and
more, was suddenly shifted to
Delhi last year for no apparent

reason,” Jairam Ramesh said.
“ Dattopant Thengdi National
Labor Education and
Development Board was also
shifted from Nagpur to Delhi
in 2021,” he said.
Quoting an instance of how
the BJP-led government at the
Centre played politics in
matters relating to
Maharashtra, Jairam Ramesh
said: “ The demand for the
status of a classical language
to Marathi was pending with
the government for ten years
and was met only on the eve
of the assembly elections due
to persistent pressure from
the Indian National Congress
and civil unions in
Maharashtra”
“(We) @INCIndia and
Mahavikas Aghadi believe in
equal development of the
entire country without
prejudice. New infrastructure
projects, special investment
zones and modern industries
should benefit not just the
state but all Indians,” he said.
“During Gujarat's period of
industrialization in the 1970s
and 80s, projects such as
Gujarat State Fertilizers and
Chemicals Limited (GSFC),
Gujarat Refinery and IPCL
were not poached from other
states but were newly
established,” he said.
“The people of Maharashtra
will give a befitting reply to
the non-biological Prime
Minister and his colleagues
for betraying the state,” Jairam
Ramesh said.
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As the crucial by-elections
for nine assembly seats in

Uttar Pradesh approach, the
Sangh Parivar has mobilised
its cadre to ensure a decisive
victory for the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). Booth-
wise teams of RSS workers
have been activated in the
respective constituencies,
working discreetly yet
determinedly to lay the
groundwork for BJP's success.
These teams, while keeping a
distance from BJP's official
events, are reaching out to
various communities to
propagate the message of
national interest and
communal unity, guided by
the mantra of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath: "Katoge to
batoge"
The renewed involvement of
the Sangh Parivar follows a
period of strained relations
between the BJP and its
ideological mentor, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS). The tension had
escalated earlier this year
when BJP President JP Nadda
remarked that the party had
grown strong enough to
operate independently,
without the need for RSS
support. This statement led to
a lull in the Sangh's activities,
resulting in a perceived
weakening of the Hindutva

agenda and a fragmentation
of Hindu communities. The
BJP felt the repercussions of
this during subsequent
electoral setbacks.
However, the recent decline in
the unity of Hindu voters has
prompted the Sangh to
reassess its strategy.
According to insiders, both
the RSS and BJP have realized
the importance of mending
their alliance to ensure a
favorable outcome in the
upcoming by-elections, as
well as in the assembly
elections in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand. The BJP has since
sought the support of the
Sangh to reinforce its
grassroots campaign in Uttar

Pradesh.
Now, with a renewed sense of
purpose, the RSS has re-
engaged its network to
prepare the electoral field for
the BJP. Ground-level contact
programs have been initiated
to build public support. 
The campaign hinges on CM
Yogi Adityanath's slogan,
"Katoge to batoge",
emphasizing the need for
unity among Hindus in the
face of caste divides.
The Sangh's workers are
focusing on small gatherings,
meeting with groups of 5-10
people, where discussions
revolve around national
interest, Hindutva,
governance, development,

and local issues. Although the
Sangh's teams refrain from
overtly endorsing the BJP in
these meetings, the subtle
shaping of public opinion
aligns closely with the BJP's
electoral goals.
The Sangh Parivar's renewed
efforts are not limited to Uttar
Pradesh. 
Meetings held in Lucknow, as
well as in other states where
elections are imminent, have
laid out a comprehensive
strategy to replicate this
approach in other regions.
The blueprint reflects the
success achieved in the
Haryana assembly elections
earlier this year, where the
RSS teams conducted nearly

1.25 lakh small meetings
across the state. 
These gatherings, aimed at
countering the then Congress
government's Jat-centric
policies and addressing local
concerns like the Agneepath
recruitment scheme, played a
crucial role in turning public
sentiment in favor of the BJP.
In Uttar Pradesh, the RSS has
prepared similar teams for the
10 assembly seats that are part
of the upcoming electoral
contest, even though voting
will occur on nine seats. 
The grassroots approach is
designed to bolster BJP's
standing among all sections of
society, aiming to bridge
divides and consolidate votes
under a broader narrative of
Hindutva and national unity.
As the by-elections loom, the
Sangh Parivar's behind-the-
scenes efforts are expected to
play a pivotal role in
determining the outcome.
The by-elections are widely
seen as a test of the BJP's
organizational strength and
the resonance of its campaign
themes, as well as the
effectiveness of its alliance
with the RSS. 
A victory in these by-
elections would not only
boost the BJP's momentum in
Uttar Pradesh but could also
set the tone for the party's
performance in the upcoming
assembly elections in other
states.

Sangh parivar rallies behind BJP
for victory in UP By-elections
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Mahila Congress chief
Alka Lamba on Monday

condemned the alleged
derogatory remarks by her
party leader and Jharkhand
minister Irfan Ansari against
BJP's Sita Soren and
demanded legal action over
the matter.
She said that the Congress
governments in various states
have made strict laws for
crimes against women. 
Soren, who is contesting from
Jamtara assembly
constituency against Ansari,
on Sunday broke down while
speaking about the
derogatory remarks allegedly
made by Ansari.
Ansari allegedly made the
derogatory remark about
Soren after filing his
nomination papers on
Thursday.
Asked about Ansari's

remarks, Lamba told
reporters, "Whether it is a
person inside the party or
outside, crime should be seen
as crime. If you have said
something verbally, caused
physical harm, all kinds of
laws have been made in the
Congress government after
the Nirbhaya incident.
"We never support this
(comment). Whether it is
Irfan Ansari, the woman
belongs to any party, we

condemn this (comment),
oppose it, demand legal
action on it," she said.
Lamba said when the next
government is formed, the
Congress will ensure a fair
action and punishment in this
case.
The Jharkhand BJP on Friday
filed a complaint with the
Election Commission against
Ansari for allegedly making
derogatory remarks against
Soren who is a prominent
figure in the tribal
community.
The BJP's complaint claimed
that Ansari's remarks insult
both the tribal community
and widows in the state. 
The party requested the
commission to prevent Ansari
from filing his nomination
and to register a criminal case
against him. 
Soren shared a video of the
alleged remarks on X,
requesting an apology from
the Congress minister.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

on Monday met the family
members of trader Mohit
Pandey, who died in police
custody due to alleged assault,
and announced a
compensation of Rs 10 lakh
for them, officials said. The
government will also take care
of the education expenses of
the children of the deceased,
they said.
Pandey (30) died on Saturday
after being allegedly beaten by
police personnel following his
arrest in connection with a
case, according to his family.
Following an uproar, the
authorities on Sunday ordered
an FIR against the police
station's personnel on charges
of murder and criminal
conspiracy. The in-charge of
the police station, among
those booked, has been
suspended. According to a
statement, the chief minister
offered his condolences to the
bereaved family members and
instructed officials to provide
them with an ex gratia of Rs 10
lakh, housing, free education
for the children and access to
various government schemes.
He also assured the family that
those responsible for Pandey's
death would face strict
consequences and promised
that the culprits would not be
spared.
The opposition has been
attacking the BJP government
in Uttar Pradesh over the
recent incidents of custodial
death. On Monday, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
fired a fresh salvo.
"I wish those who take life
could give life in

compensation. Those who
have extinguished the light of
someone's house on Diwali, it
is hoped that they will not light
the lamps of lies, they will not
try to remove the deep
darkness of their rule with
false light. The public is
asking, will a bulldozer be
used on the person who died
in custody? Condemnable!"
Yadav posted on X in Hindi.
Pandey's mother Tapeshwari
Devi along with his wife and
children visited the chief
minister's official residence on
Monday morning. After the
meeting, the family expressed
a sense of relief. 
"We are satisfied after meeting
the chief minister. He assured
us that he was fully aware of
the case and that there would
be no leniency. Once the
investigation is complete, strict
action will be taken against
those found guilty," said
Tapeshwari. 
Bakshi Ka Talab MLA Yogesh
Kumar Shukla and councillor
Shailendra Verma were also
present during the meeting.
Pandey, a resident of Jainabad
in the Chinhat area, died at a
hospital in police custody. His
family members have claimed
that police brutality was the
cause of his death.
The incident has triggered a
major political furore, with the
Samajwadi Party, the Congress
and the Bahujan Samaj Party

slamming the BJP
government. Earlier Sunday,
Akhilesh Yadav had said the
term "police custody" should
be changed to "torture house",
while Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
alleged the BJP has
"established such a jungle raj
in the state where police have
become synonymous with
brutality". BSP chief Mayawati
termed the incident "highly
condemnable" and said the
government must take
effective steps to provide
justice to the victim's family.
According to the police,
Pandey was rushed to a
community health centre after
he became unwell at the police
station. 
From there he was referred to
a bigger facility where he died,
they said.
However, Shobharam, the
victim's brother who claimed
that he was also briefly held in
custody, alleged that the police
thrashed Pandey "mercilessly"
in front of him and sent him to
the hospital only after he died.
A CCTV clip surfaced on the
Internet on Sunday,
purportedly showing Pandey
lying inside the lockup. 
The family members of the
deceased accused the police of
deliberately leaking only a
small portion of the footage to
save their back, claiming that
Pandey was beaten to death. 
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In a unique event leading up
to Diwali that has been

fostering goodwill for over a
decade, Muslim poets in
Bikaner recite an Urdu
version of the Hindu epic
Ramayana that was composed
89 years ago.
Dr Ziya Ul Hasan Quadri, an
Urdu teacher and poet, who
along with two other Muslim
poets recited the Urdu
Ramayana at a function on
Sunday said that the objective
of the event is to give a positive
message of harmony and
brotherhood.
"Paryatan Lekhak Sangh" and

"Mehfil-e-Adab" jointly organ-
ise the event 'Urdu Ramayan
Vaachan' every year in Bikaner

since 2012.
Quadri said that the couplets
vividly describe scenes from

Ramayan like Lord Ram's exile,
victory against Ravan and his
return to Ayodhya, capturing
the emotions d epicted in the
epic which is greatly appreciat-
ed by audiences in the city.
Maulvi Badshah Hussain Rana
Lakhnavi of Bikaner composed
the poetic version of Ramayana
in Urdu language in 1935 for a
competition organised by the
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) on the birth anniversary
of Tulsidas.
It won the gold medal follow-
ing which the erstwhile ruler of
Bikaner, Maharaja Ganga
Singh, organised a ceremony to
listen to Rana Lakhnavi's ver-
sion.

Tej Bahadur Sapru presented
the gold medal to Rana
Lakhnavi on behalf of the BHU
in this programme.
The poets, who take part in the
recitation in Rajasthan's
Bikaner before Diwali, now
want to take the practice at the
national level and plan to
organise the recitation pro-
gramme in the national capital
next year.
"Things have drastically
changed from the time when it
was composed. Today, commu-
nal harmony is under threat.
Lord Rama is revered by all and
belongs to all, but today he has
been limited which is disap-
pointing," Quadri said.

He said that Muslim poets
recite the Urdu Ramayan and
the audience comprises of both
Hindus and Muslims.
Quadri said that initially, the
event used to be organised in
the open but later the venue
changed and now it is held in
a hotel so that things are well
arranged.
He said that Maulvi Badshah
Hussain Rana Lakhnavi
worked for Maharaja Ganga
Singh from 1913 to 1919, dur-
ing which he translated orders
issued by the Mughal rulers
from Persian to Urdu. In 1920,
he was appointed as the teacher
at Dungar College by Ganga
Singh. 
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Bihar Lok Sabha MP Rajesh
Ranjan alias Pappu Yadav

has written to Home Minister
Amit Shah, seeking enhanced
security in view of a
"threatening call from the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang". The
Purnea MP shared with the
media his two-page letter to
Shah, copies of which have
been marked to the chief
minister of Bihar and other
top officials in the state.
The letter, dated October 21,

was made public on Monday
when a section of the media
also played an audio clip of
the call from a purported aide
of Bishnoi "made from a
Dubai number". Besides
seeking upgradation of his 'Y'
security cover to 'Z', Yadav
also demanded "police escort"
at all functions he attends
across Bihar, warning "if I get
murdered, the blame shall fall
upon the Centre as well as the
state government".
Meanwhile, Purnea SP
Kartikeya Sharma said, "We
have come to know about the

MP's charge through the
media. We are looking into it,
and also ensuring that
arrangements are made for
his safety in accordance with
his 'Y plus' security cover".
Yadav, a gangster-turned-
politician, claimed that the
caller was upset over his
social media outbursts against
Bishnoi, who is lodged in a
Gujarat jail. 
After the assassination of
NCP leader Baba Siddiqui in
Mumbai, Yadav had declared
on X that "if permitted by
law", he would "finish off
within 24 hours the entire
network" of Bishnoi, who is
alleged to have been behind
the killing.
A few days later, he twisted
the knife by expressing
solidarity with Bollywood
actor Salman Khan, who is in
the cross hairs of Bishnoi over
killing of blackbucks, which
are held sacred by the
community to which the
jailed gangster belongs.
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Maharashtra agriculture
minister Dhananjay

Munde will have to effectively
counter the Maratha vote
consolidation in Parli
assembly segment, the
hometown of late Gopinath
Munde which interestingly
won't have a BJP nominee in
the fray after decades.
Elections to Maharashtra
assembly will be held on
November 20 and votes will
be counted three days later.
Just four months ago, the
Maratha factor contributed to
the narrow defeat of BJP
candidate Pankaja Munde,
cousin of Dhananjay, from
the Beed Lok Sabha
constituency which includes
the Parli constituency.
The Maratha quota sentiment
remains a strong factor to
reckon with in Parli, a rural
constituency dominated by
issues like MSP for soybean
crops and unemployment.
Political observers feel
Dhananjay will have to
ensure the support of the
OBC community to blunt the
resentment in Marathas
against the BJP-led
government.
In a strategic move, Sharad
Pawar has fielded Rajesaheb
Deshmukh as NCP (SP)
nominee against Dhananjay
Munde, an Ajit Pawar loyalist
and NCP candidate.
Parli is the hometown of the
late Gopinath Munde,
credited for expanding BJP's
footprint in the Marathwada
region.
With BJP nominating
Pankaja as an MLC and
Dhananjay already a member
of the NCP camp, the Parli
constituency won't have a BJP
representative this time.
Pankaja Munde had scored
two victories in Parli in 2009
and 2014 polls. 
She missed a hat-trick in
2019 when Dhananjay
Munde defeated her by
30,701 votes.
The brother and sister duo
have buried their differences
over the last five years.
NCP (SP) nominee
Deshmukh claimed
Dhananjay had failed to
resolve farmers' issues in
Parli. He alleged local people
are living in an atmosphere
of fear and insecurity.
Dhananjay, however, feels
that the intensity of the
Maratha factor has reduced
over the months.
Speaking to PTI, he said the
caste politics witnessed in the
Lok Sabha elections was an
aberration, highlighting the
victory of candidates of
various castes from the Beed

parliamentary constituency
in the past.
He acknowledged that Beed
is not unaffected by Maratha
quota agitation, without
mentioning reservation
leader Manoj Jarange.
"My fight for Maratha
reservation was not
considered during Lok Sabha
polls. Reservation was not
the only issue. 
There are other factors
including a limited
discontent among farmers,"
Dhananjay said analysing the
Lok Sabha poll outcome.
"The intensity of the quota
agitation that existed in
general elections has
decreased," he claimed.
Queried on whether Beed
district witnessed maximum
suicides by farmers, the
minister listed various
initiatives undertaken by the
agriculture ministry headed
by him.
"The government has paid
the insurance premium for
farmers. 
I have also demanded that
the import duty on soybean
oil be raised. 
The government has also
started centres for
purchasing soybeans from
farmers," he added.
Sharad Pawar-led NCP (SP)
is confident to maintain the
momentum it got in the
recent general elections. NCP
(SP) candidate Bajrang
Sonawane had defeated
Pankaja from Beed by a thin
margin of around 6,000
votes.
The consolidation of
Maratha votes in favour of
Sonawane is evident as the
BJP and the NCP (SP) each
had secured the lead from
three out of six assembly
segments under the Beed
parliamentary seat.
Deshmukh said he would
establish the rule of law if
elected from Parli.
He alleged local businessmen
are relocating as fake
offences are being registered.
When asked about Pankaja
securing a lead in votes from
the Parli assembly constitue
ncy, Deshmukh said Lok
Sabha and assembly elections
are distinct.
"Factors like Pankaja
Munde's work and sympathy
for being Gopinath Munde's
daughter benefited her. On
the contrary, Dhananjay
Munde had betrayed
Gopinath Munde. Dhananjay
has done no work. 
Farmers are awaiting
payment of crop insurance
for years," he claimed.
Parli resident Chetan
Saundale feels the Maratha
quota issue won't affect the
electoral outcome. 
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Aiming for a fifth
consecutive term in

office, Bihar's longest-serving
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
on Monday hosted a meeting
of the ruling NDA to ensure
"better coordination" in the
run-up to state assembly polls
due next year.
Leaders of all five NDA
partners in the state, BJP, Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas),
Hindustani Awam Morcha
and Rashtriya Lok Morcha,
besides the JD(U) that Kumar
heads, turned up at 1, Anne
Marg, the Chief Minister's
official residence, on the
occasion.
Emerging from the meeting
that lasted for over an hour,

leaders told journalists that
Kumar urged the attendees to
ensure that similar
interactions be henceforth
held regularly in all districts
and assembly constituencies.
"The chief minister has
vowed to lead the NDA
towards another victory in
2025. He has also called for
exposing the opposition
Mahagathbandhan, stating
that he felt cheated by that
coalition," State BJP president
and minister Dilip Jaiswal
said.
Notably, Kumar had walked
over to the
Mahagathbandhan in August
2022, alleging that the BJP
had tried to weaken his party
with the help of the then LJP
chief Chirag Paswan, now a
Union minister who had

staged a revolt during the
assembly polls of 2020,
causing the JD(U)'s tally to
crash.
Kumar also played a pivotal
role in bringing together,
from across the country,
parties opposed to the BJP,
which led to the formation of
the INDIA bloc but grew
disillusioned and returned to
the NDA in January this year.
His key aide and JD(U)
working president Sanjay
Kumar Jha said, "The chief
minister has thanked the
Narendra Modi government
at the Centre for its generous
assistance to the state. He has
urged all leaders present at
the meeting to apprise the
people, especially youngsters
who may not be aware of the
state's dismal past, of the

great leap the state has taken
ever since the NDA came to
power."
The JD(U)-BJP combine had
first achieved power in Bihar
in 2005 when it had ended
the decade-and-a-half rule of
Lalu Prasad's RJD. NDA
leaders emerging after the
meeting shared the
enthusiasm of the chief
minister, now 73 years of age,
who called upon the coalition
to aim for a tally of "200 plus"
in the 243-strong assembly.
Those who attended the
meeting included Rashtriya
Lok Morcha president
Upendra Kushwaha, a Rajya
Sabha MP who quit the
JD(U) last year alleging that
Kumar had capitulated before
the RJD, his then ally, by
virtually declaring the then

Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav
as his successor.
Another ally who turned up
at the meeting was Union
minister and Hindustani
Awam Morcha founder Jitan
Ram Manjhi, who had quit
NDA two years ago
expressing solidarity with
Kumar but returned last year
alleging that the JD(U)
supremo was putting pressure
for a merger of the party, a
move which helped his son
Santosh Suman getting re-
inducted into the state
cabinet in January this year.
NDA leaders remained tight-
lipped over the absence, at
the meeting, of former Union
minister Pashupati Kumar
Paras, who heads Rashtriya
Lok Janshakti Party and has
been sidelined since the Lok

Sabha polls which saw
weightage being given to
Chirag Paswan, his nephew
with whom he has a running
feud. 
However, Raju Tiwari, who is
the state president of Chirag
Paswan's Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas), assured
journalists that the young
leader's brinkmanship was a
thing of the past and lauded
Kumar for "giving a clear
signal to cadres of all parties,
well in advance of the
assembly polls". Other
prominent leaders who
attended the meeting were
Union ministers Rajiv Ranjan
Singh "Lalan" (JDU) and
Giriraj Singh (BJP), Deputy
Chief Ministers Samrat
Choudhary and Vijay Kumar
Sinha (both BJP).
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The natural resources of
the planet are a trea-
sure directly impact-

ing our environment and
climate. We need to with-
draw judiciously and invest
wisely for sustained growth.
We can incorporate daily
practices to grow this
wealth. We live in a high-rise
condominium complex. 
There was an animated dis-
cussion on the community
WhatsApp group about a
few residents feeding cows
immediately outside the
main exit. This causes the
cattle to assemble when
officegoers are in a hurry to
exit. It is a potential traffic
hazard. 
One gentleman rightly
pointed out that the food
dumped in plastic bags was
also a health hazard. A few
vehement voices of protest
were raised. For them, feed-
ing the bovine was an age-
old tradition. We need to
think differently to address
issues of concern. 
A national campaign for a
complete ban on single-use
plastic was launched a few
years back. Many of our
smaller states have been
conscious of the need for a
long time. I travelled to

Sikkim a few years back. The
shopkeeper rummaged
through his shelves. 
He could barely manage a
few old newspapers to wrap
my provisions. Plastic bags
have been banned in the
state since 1998. We were
also advised to bring empty
bottles since packaged min-
eral water bottles were
banned in north Sikkim.
Individually we fail to be
responsive to the urgent
needs. 
Many residents in our com-
plex still demand plastic
bags from the fruit and veg-
etable vendors and the gro-
cery stores. Despite repeat-
ed instructions, many stores
refuse to do away with sin-
gle-use plastic. My wife has
been carrying cloth bags
for the last 15 years when-
ever she steps out to buy
groceries or vegetables, and
even to the malls. Municipal

authorities in several cities
have successfully imple-
mented the management of
segregated waste at the
household level. I stayed in
Indore for a couple of days
a few years back. I was
intrigued by a song follow-
ing me when I stepped out
for the morning walk. 
I noticed people coming
out of homes with garbage
bags in their hands. It was
the garbage collection vehi-
cle playing the melodious
song. The song exhorted
residents to segregate waste.
The song was also a knock
on the door about the van’s
arrival. I had heard so much
about the unique model of
Indore towards a cleaner
and environment-friendly
city. This was the living
proof. 
I was surprised to notice
construction and demolition
debris stacked in front of the
houses under construction
or renovation. I was told that
the municipal department
collected waste from the
doorstep and disposed of the
same at designated sites. 
All of this has not hap-
pened overnight. Someone
took the first step. Others
joined, to make it a mass

movement. We have been
struggling to implement
waste segregation within
our society for the past 8
years. The rules mandate it.
We still manage to find rea-
sons to justify inaction. 
Even the neighbours are not
doing it, segregation is cum-
bersome, the timing for
waste collection does not fit
into the routine, and an
individual cannot make a
difference, are only a few of
the excuses for not doing it.
The first step is the most dif-
ficult to take. We spent a
couple of days recently in
Alibaug. My wife is passion-
ate about the cause and
does not get disheartened
easily. 
I was surprised when she
remarked, “It seems that we
might not see a cleaner
country in our lifetime!” I
would remind her and oth-
ers about Barack Obama’s
words, “We are the first
generation to feel the impact
of climate change and the
last generation that can do
something about it.”
(The author is an electrical

engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts

classes in creative writing;
views are personal)
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air and water pollution, with the frothing
of the Yamuna river becoming a prevalent
issue. The river already burdened by high
levels of pollution, experiences exacerbat-
ed conditions leading to the infamous froth
during the post monsoon season and the
onset of winter. Every year the festival sea-
son of October and November brings
unwelcome reminders of how devastating-
ly polluted the water and air around the city
remain. 
The Yamuna, one of the main sources of
water for Delhi, is so overwhelmed by
waste that it remains highly unsafe for
bathing or irrigation. At the Okhala bar-
rage, the foaming of Yamuna is the result
of multiple factors including dying water
hyacinths in the barrage that release sur-
factants and the release of untreated waste
water from 18 drains into the river.
Adding to the problem, the Hindon canal,
carrying industrial pollution from sugar
and paper mills in Uttar Pradesh flows into
the Yamuna upstream. While the river has
some natural cleaning ability, the pollution
levels are alarming. 

P Victor Selvaraj  | Tirunelveli
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Madam —Having lost the Haryana polls
to the BJP in the recently held Assembly
elections, Congress has announced giving
up claims for its share of seats in favour of
SP, the lead partner in the INDI alliance
in the state. The withdrawal can be termed
a tactical move from the alliance point of
view, as the Congress hardly has any pres-
ence in the state, holding just two seats out
of 403 seats in the UP Assembly. 
The reason advanced for the move that it
wants to defeat the BJP to save the consti-
tution and reservation does not hold any
water as they have not followed the same
strategy in Kerala in choosing to contest
against CPI (M), their alliance partner in
INDI alliance where as the alliance win-
ning Lok Sabha seat is more important for
their declared objective of ‘saving the con-
stitution and saving the reservation’.
Congress’s priority seems to be projecting
Priyanka Vadra to the limelight.   

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai
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Madam —The Vice President of India has
said that inequities have no place in a soci-
ety ruled by Dharma (October 27). This
statement requires a wider range of discus-
sions and even debates. If his statement
holds good, then the scene prevailing in the
country disproves his statement. As per
Puranas, the society in the country since
ancient times has been under Sanatana
Dharma. Social and economic inequalities
were there, perhaps in their worst forms,
that the persons from certain castes were
not entitled to even enter the areas where
the people of upper castes were living. The
majority of the people were living under
poverty, and dharma recommends provid-
ing alms as an integral part of life. 
The ruling dispensation of this day firm-
ly believes in Sanatana Dharma. But
inequities are abnormally present on the
social as well as economic front. This
negates the statement that links Dharma
and inequities. This also means propagat-
ing Dharma is just an academic course and
has nothing to do with ruling or shaping
society. In most of the countries, religious
scriptures are quoted but not adhered to.
Such discourses seem to be to numb the
victims and keep them under fear of being
punished for raising voices of dissent.
Therefore, if the society has to remain in
peace, the social inequalities should be
removed without any of their traces left
unattended and the policy of the rulers
should be shaped to ensure equal distrib-
ution of national wealth, unlike the present
scene marked by producing one billionaire
every five days and leaving 81 crore poor
to continue to live in poverty with just 5
kg of free rice a month. Religion is an innate
affair, but ruling is a public affair. Let us
not confuse ourselves.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur
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Madam — It is with reference to the news
article “BJP Chief hospitalised after taking
dip in toxic Yamuna”(October 27). In the
months of October and November, Delhi
grapples with the stark dual challenge of
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77. What makes India click? It
is the eternal strength of the
ancient culture that guides
the organisation of the person-
al and social lives of individ-
uals, families and communities
through high moral, ethical
and philosophical inputs that
possess the strength to accept
the universal unity of
humankind.  
It prepares people to value car-
ing for others including nature,
the learned of the past and pre-
sent, and remain ever grateful
to the family, parents, commu-
nity and the nation. The cul-
ture so strengthened exhorts
the individual to remain ever
prepared to sacrifice personal
good for the community good.
The Indic religions accepted,
and propagated the philosophy
of the ‘Search for Truth’ - the
ultimate human pursuit of the
ultimate perfect- by each reli-
gion being one of the many
available paths to reach the
same goal!  If one accepts this
premise, then there is no scope
for any bitterness or any of the
induced, lured or enforced
religious conversions! 
Every Indian, irrespective of
his religious persuasion, needs
to realize that conversions
were not part of ancient Indian
philosophy and thought, as
acceptance of diversity based
on equality makes it irrelevant
and irrational. 
Organised efforts to convert
people to one’s religion were
non-existent before the arrival
of the Abrahamic religions.
The tragedy of the current-day

political discourse in India is
its total concentration on irrel-
evant negativity and its total
targeted focus on votes in
elections. Gandhi ji had men-
tioned in 1922 that ‘defects of
elections’ would weigh heavi-
ly on our people once the
British left India!  
The citizens realise it, but
politicians do not!  Why not
focus on the essentials of
democracy, positive and for-
ward-looking aspects of the
national policies that would
better the lives of the last man
in the line who was the focus
of Gandhi?   The right path to
be followed is known to all
those in power, and also those
eagerly awaiting people’s man-
date to grab the power again! 
Thus, the fact remains that
apart from the memories of
invasions communal hatred
persistently ignited by the
British, India could maintain
social cohesion and religious
amity.   It is also a fact that to
disrupt it, sustained attempts
by the inept religious leaders
to widen the wedge persist.
They exploit the chilling scars
of partition to augment the
perceptions of ‘being different’
between the two communities.
There are external agencies
that openly interfere in dis-
rupting the religious fabric of
India. India opted for a secu-
lar state while Pakistan, creat-
ed on communal lines, opted
to become a theocratic state,
mischievously pretending to
give equal rights to the follow-
ers of other religions. The

partition of Pakistan created
the possibility of minorities
being treated better in
Bangladesh. It has proved a
myth after the recent change of
government here. Hindus are
being subjected to targeted
killing and violence.   Overall,
it seems to be an irretrievable,
human ingenuity could always
find a way out, and it must do
so. I interact with intellectuals
who practice Islam and know
its basic philosophy.  They are
convinced that Islam is being
wrongly understood not only
by persons of other faiths but
unfortunately by numerous
practitioners of Islam, includ-
ing the devout religious per-
sons!  This they tell me unhesi-
tatingly, is because of the firm
foothold of the clergy unwill-
ing to accept that times are
changing fast, and dynamism
is a compulsory component of
human civilisation. 
May be, universal spread of
modern education could help.
Educated young persons shall
have to shoulder a big respon-
sibility. It is the initial home
and family education that sows
the seeds of acceptance of
diversity in the child’s psyche,
and that determines his future
approach and attitude towards
other religions. It is well known
that Pakistan is seriously defi-
cient on this count. India too
has work to do on this front. 

(The writer works in educa-
tion, social cohesion and reli-
gious amity. He is an Atal fel-

low with the PMML, New
Delhi; views are personal)
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It is indeed disconcerting
that every aspect of life in
India is impacted by the
process of garnering votes
in the next election, and the

unscrupulous politician never
hesitates to use it to create a wedge
between people of varied religious
pursuits. I say this as I reflect upon
the Bahraich clashes, these were
indeed communal whether we
like to use that term or not! And
these are a continuation.   Reports
of stone pelting on religious pro-
cessions are now considered rou-
tine, except by the real victims, no
one cares much about what media
reports with adequate caution. 
It is indeed disappointing to
recall that the culture of wasting
time and human resources that
could better be utilised for delib-
erations on national concerns and
issues is deliberately wasted, for
presumed petty political gains. 
When parliament is disrupted,
when the Supreme Court finds
time to listen to frivolous repeat-
ed petitions from politicians who
fight cases on public funds, the
national interest ipso facto gets
relegated to the background.  
One could go on citing instances
of the decline in the conduct of
leaders - exceptions apart - who
enter politics just to look after
themselves, their family and their
clan! They hardly care for the loss
of public credibility of the elect-
ed representatives amongst peo-
ple and the public!  Not many
would even be aware of the res-
ignations of KD Malaviya, TT
Krishnamachari and Lal Bahadur
Shastri?  Over the last seventy-five
years people have learnt to com-
prehend the real intentions of the
politicians of different hues, their
proclamations notwithstanding,
they know who is communal and
who is not!  This incisive analyt-
ical skill emerges from the reali-
sation that India abounds in the
presence of diversity, be it of races,
climate, language, cultures, flora
and fauna, and most prominent-
ly and importantly, of religions
and faiths. The beauty lies in the
presence of harmony, bonhomie
and lasting unity that makes this
nation unique in multiple ways.
It is a robust democracy that was
ushered in after independence
and has survived a couple of
upheavals, uncertainties and even
the dreaded Emergency of 1975-
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Since October 14, airlines have been
receiving threats through social
media and other platforms. Indigo,

Air India, Akasa, and Vistara Airlines are
still receiving these threats, causing con-
fusion at airports and delayed flights. Due
to these rumours, a total of 255 flights
have been affected, leading to an estimat-
ed loss of 600 crore rupees in the avia-
tion sector. This seems to be the first time
such frequent threats have been heard. As

a result, the number of air marshals at air-
ports has increased. 
The rise in social media usage has also
led to an increase in “social issues” or
problems, as those issuing threats are util-
ising these platforms. The Ministry of
Civil Aviation is considering adding
individuals identified for issuing bomb
threats to a “no-fly” list. But what about
the 600 crore loss? There should be a
mechanism to recover damages by seiz-
ing the assets of those individuals or
organisations responsible for such threats.
Stringent action is expected against those
who deliberately disrupt national trans-
portation. Additionally, platforms like X
and Meta play a role in spreading such
rumours, so it’s time for us to decide how
much we should trust social media. 

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai
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World Ayurveda Day,
celebrated each year
on the auspicious

occasion of Bhagwan
Dhanvantari Jayanti, offers a
profound opportunity to hon-
our Bharat’s rich heritage of
health and well-being. This
year, on October 29, 2024, we
come together to recognise
Ayurveda—not just as an
ancient healing practice but as
a living tradition that contin-
ues to inspire and transform
lives worldwide. 
Rooted in the principles of bal-
ance and harmony, Ayurveda
guides individuals to achieve
holistic wellness by under-
standing their unique mind-
body constitution and aligning
with nature’s rhythms. Its time-
less knowledge promotes pre-
ventive care, natural treat-
ments, and a lifestyle that sup-

ports physical, mental, and
spiritual health. Ayurveda’s
reach has grown from ancient
India to touch people across
the globe, embodying Bharat’s
gift of wellness to the world. 
As we celebrate Ayurveda Day,
let us commit to embracing
and preserving this invaluable
heritage. Ayurveda, the revered
“science of life,” represents
one of the oldest and most
comprehensive systems of

holistic medicine. 
Originating in ancient India,
Ayurveda focuses on achieving
balance within the body, mind,
and spirit. In recent years,
Ayurveda has gained remark-
able global recognition, a tes-
tament to PM Modi visionary
approach to integrating
AYUSH practices, including
Ayurveda, with modern
healthcare. 
His leadership, underscored by
the establishment of the
Ministry of AYUSH as an
independent entity in 2014, set
the stage for Ayurveda’s trans-
formation into a mainstream,
globally respected healthcare
approach. The government
has since pioneered several ini-
tiatives to promote and expand
Ayurveda’s reach. Through
partnerships with research
institutions, academic centres,

and healthcare organisations
worldwide, India has empha-
sised evidence-based studies,
technological advancements,
and policy support to bring
Ayurveda to a broader audi-
ence. 
Moreover, the government’s
efforts to encourage innovative
collaborations and cross-cul-
tural exchanges have fostered
an international appreciation
of Ayurveda’s preventive and
holistic benefits. As we witness
Ayurveda’s evolution on a
global scale, its emphasis on
wellness, natural healing, and
preventive care resonates more
than ever, addressing modern
health challenges and reassert-
ing Bharat’s invaluable contri-
bution to the world of medi-
cine and wellness. Ayurveda,
often regarded as the “science
of life,” is deeply rooted in

ancient Indian philosophy,
drawing from the foundation-
al ideas of Sanatan philosoph-
ical schools around the 2nd
century BCE. Its development
was heavily influenced by the
Vaisheshika school, known
for its focus on natural princi-
ples and the categorisation of
elements, and the Nyaya
school, which emphasised
logic, reasoning, and struc-
tured analysis. 
These schools laid a frame-
work that allowed Ayurveda to

develop a systematic approach
to health, emphasising diagno-
sis, observation, and infer-
ence based on natural laws.
Furthermore, Ayurveda’s con-
ceptual foundation aligns with
Samkhya philosophy, a school
that delves into the nature of
existence, consciousness, and
the duality of mind and mat-
ter. Samkhya’s insights into the
interaction between Purusha
(consciousness) and Prakriti
(matter) provided Ayurveda
with a comprehensive under-
standing of the body-mind
connection, integral to its
approach to health and well-
ness. Together, these philo-
sophical influences cultivated
Ayurveda’s holistic view of
human life, wherein health is
perceived as an intricate bal-
ance between mind, body, and
environment. 

This synthesis not only
strengthened Ayurveda’s theo-
ries of doshas (biological ener-
gies) but also fostered an
awareness of how lifestyle, diet,
and mental states directly
impact physical well-being.
Thus, Ayurveda emerged as an
interdisciplinary science, root-
ed in empirical observation yet
deeply philosophical, ultimate-
ly offering a framework of
healing that remains both rel-
evant and insightful in under-
standing modern health.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been a pivotal force
in promoting the integration of
Ayurveda with contemporary
health sciences, fostering a
healthcare model that values
both preventive and holistic
approaches. His vision under-
scores a sustainable healthcare
framework where traditional

systems of medicine, such as
Ayurveda, play an essential role
in enhancing the quality of life. 
This approach aligns with his
broader agenda of sustainable
health solutions for all, recog-
nising Ayurveda’s unique pre-
ventive and curative strengths
rooted in millennia-old wis-
dom. Central to this vision are
initiatives like the National
AYUSH Mission and the estab-
lishment of Ayush Health and
Wellness Centres (AHWCs),
now known as Ayush Arogya
Mandirs. These initiatives aim
to reshape India’s healthcare
landscape, making AYUSH a
socially viable, affordable, and
complementary alternative to
allopathic medicine.

(The writer is Minister of
State for Health and Family
Welfare of India; views are

personal)

(
������	$����� �)	��� ����	��� �����	!���	� ������	��	$����� �	*��

'�������	������������&���>�����$	�$�����������������
����$���5��
��������������	�
�������	�

#��#&�	��+-�

'�()�	-&0�(&

+� ��,�	����	��	���������	�������	!���	�����	��	�������	!���	�����������
����� ���	�	�����������	�����	 ������	�� 	�����%	
�� ��	 �������

+� ��'�����	
�� ��	����)
$	��������	����	���!�� 

Depsang and Demchok is a wel-
come development, New Delhi
should not let its guard down. It
can do so only at its peril, given
Chinese machinations along the
LAC and its “salami-slicing” tac-
tics to grab disputed territories.
In any case, disengagement is just
the first step with de-escalation
and finally de-induction of troops
being part of India’s roadmap for
the restoration of status quo ante.
It’s also laid out the red line for
Beijing – the need for “peace and
tranquility on the border”. 
What has been equally worrying
for New Delhi is China’s territo-
rial aggression with neighbouring
Bhutan too. It has sought to
bully the tiny Himalayan king-
doms and appropriate its territo-
ry. With such moves posing a
strategic threat to India, the
Indian Army stepped in to block
Chinese troops from building a
road in the Doklam plateau area
near the Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet
trijunction in 2017. The rival
troops had disengaged after a 73-
day face-off, but China has per-
manently deployed troops in
north Doklam since then.
What the Chinese PLA sought to
do in eastern Ladakh with mul-
tiple incursions in the summer of
2020 too was part of its salami-
slicing tactics. Bilateral ties went
into a deep freeze soon after the
bloody clashes in Galwan on
June 15, 2020, which left 20
Indian soldiers and an unspeci-
fied number of Chinese person-
nel dead.
With the slight easing of tensions
now, India will need to tread cau-
tiously. Normalcy in ties seems a
long way off but even some mea-
sure of stability in the relationship
between the two Asian rivals
will be a positive development. 

For India, this is especially impor-
tant as it also has a nuclear-armed
hostile neighbour in Pakistan on
its western borders. A two-front
military challenge can bog India
down in the region, hobbling its
aspiration to be a global power-
house.
The China-Pakistan collusive
axis queers the pitch for India.
With frosty ties with Pakistan,
New Delhi must begin mending
ties with Beijing. Towards this
end, Modi and Xi have agreed to
resume the meetings of the
Special Representatives (SRs) of
the two countries “to oversee the
management of peace and tran-
quility in border areas and to
explore a fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable solution to
the boundary question”.
The SRs mechanism was set up in
2003, with 22 rounds of talks
being held till now. It has not
been met since 2019. However,
given the complexity of the
boundary question and Beijing’s
own feet dragging on a resolu-
tion, the SR mechanism at best
serves as a means for the two
sides to remain in dialogue.
As New Delhi and Beijing work
to bring down tensions, the
boundary question will continue
to bedevil ties. India’s level of mis-
trust of China will remain high
given that it has failed to adhere
to previous agreements to main-
tain peace and tranquility on the
border. 
Beijing, on its part, will remain
watchful and wary of India’s
deepening ties with the US as
well as other Quad members. Its
active role in the Indo-Pacific
construct and Quad – both seen
as a counter to China’s growing
hegemony -- has Beijing worried. 
That said, India knows it has no

option but to deal with China,
owing to its geographical proxim-
ity as well as Beijing’s economic-
industrial clout. The bilateral
economic and trade relations are
heavily titled in China’s favour.
India imported $101.7 billion
worth of goods from China in
2023-24, way more than from any
other country. On the other hand,
India’s exports to China were
worth only $16.7 billion, a mam-
moth trade deficit for New Delhi. 
India depends heavily on imports
from China in many sectors,
like industrial machinery, tele-
com, electronics, electrical equip-
ment, chemicals, pharmaceuti-
cals, iron, steel and the like. In
certain sectors, like pharmaceu-
ticals, Indian manufacturers will
find it difficult to operate with-
out imports from China.
Despite many steps and policy
decisions taken by the Indian
government to move towards
greater balance in trade, more so
after the current border problem
erupted, the imbalance has only
further accentuated. In this, eco-
nomics is trumping politics or
national sentiment.
On the military front, India
should not slacken in dealing
with China with a firm hand, as
it has done since the Galwan
clashes. 
It should also redouble efforts to
push for a resolution of the dif-
ferent issues, including the bor-
der question. With the festering
territorial dispute having long-
term strategic implications for
India, it needs to strike the
right balance between rebuild-
ing trust and proceeding with
caution.

(The writer is a senior journal-
ist who writes on strategic

affairs; views are personal) 

Now that India and China
have reached an agree-
ment on disengagement
and patrolling in Depsang
and Demchok in a step

towards resolving the over four-year-
long military confrontation in eastern
Ladakh, can New Delhi sit back with
a quiet sense of achievement? More
importantly, can China be trusted to do
what it has promised during bilateral
meetings, including the recent one
between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Xi Jinping on the
margins of the recent BRICS summit?
The answer is a firm ‘No’.
For, even though the two Asian giants
have seemingly buried the hatchet for
now with the new pact being endorsed
by their top leaders at Kazan in Russia
on October 22, the yawning trust
deficit that now marks bilateral ties is
unlikely to be bridged any time soon.
To be sure, there is not going to be a
repeat of the bonhomie witnessed
during the Modi-Xi informal summit
meetings in Wuhan and
Mamallapuram in 2018 and 2019,
respectively. When the two leaders met
in Kazan, there was expectedly none of
the warmth seen during the informal
summits. The thaw may have hap-
pened, but a long road lies ahead for
bilateral ties to warm up.
Instead, what Beijing has to deal with
now is a hard-nosed New Delhi that’s
wizened up to China’s perfidious ter-
ritorial aggression. India has done
well in standing up to Chinese belliger-
ence in eastern Ladakh and in convey-
ing to Beijing that it cannot be business
as usual in the face of its brazen flout-
ing of all bilateral border accords. The
ongoing eastern Ladakh military con-
frontation, part of the larger boundary
dispute along the 3,488 km long Line
of Actual Control (LAC), is nowhere
near de-escalation to the pre-April 2020
situation.
While the phased disengagement at
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Israel’s military said it detained
100 suspected Hamas mili-
tants in a raid on a hospital in

northern Gaza over the weekend.
Israeli forces raided Kamal
Adwan Hospital in Beit Lahiya
on Friday, detaining 44 male staff,
according to the World Health
Organisation. Palestinian medical
officials said the hospital, which
was treating some 200 patients,
was heavily damaged in the raid.
Israel has raided several hospitals
in Gaza over the course of the
yearlong war, saying Hamas and
other militants use them for
military purposes. Palestinian
medical officials deny those alle-
gations and accuse the military
of recklessly endangering civil-
ians.
The Israeli military has called on
Palestinians to evacuate northern
Gaza, where it has been waging
a large offensive for more than
three weeks. The UN said earli-
er this month at least 400,000
people are still in northern Gaza

and hunger is rampant as the
amount of humanitarian aid
reaching the north has plummet-
ed over the past month.
Israel’s offensive in Gaza has
killed over 43,000 Palestinians,
according to local health author-
ities, who do not differentiate
between militants and civilians,
but say more than a half were
women and children. The Israel-
Hamas war began after Hamas-
led militants on October 7, 2023,
blew holes in Israel’s security
fence and stormed in, killing
some 1,200 people — mostly
civilians — and abducting 250
others.
Lebanon’s Health Ministry says
the total toll over the past year
there is over 2,600 killed and
12,200 wounded. The fighting in
Lebanon has driven 1.2 million
people from their homes, includ-
ing more than 400,000 children,
according to the United Nations
children’s agency. Israeli strikes
have killed much of Hezbollah’s
top leadership since fighting
ramped up in September.
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The social platform X has suspended a new
account on behalf of Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei that posted messages
in Hebrew.

The account was suspended early Monday
with a brief note appended to it saying: “X sus-
pends accounts which violate the X Rules”.

It wasn’t immediately clear what the vio-
lation was. The Elon Musk-owned social
media company did not respond to a request
for comment from The Associated Press.

The move came after Israel openly attacked
Iran for the first time this weekend. Khamenei
said in a speech on Sunday that Israel’s strikes
— in response to Iran’s ballistic missile attack
this month — “should not be exaggerated nor
downplayed”, while stopping short of calling for
retaliation. The X account opened Sunday with
a message in Hebrew reading: “In the name of
God, the most merciful,” a standard Islamic
greeting.

Khamenei’s office has maintained multiple
accounts for the 85-year-old supreme leader on
X for years and has sent messages in a variety
of languages in the past.

A second message corresponded to a
speech Khamenei gave on Sunday and was sent
on his English account as: “Zionists are mak-
ing a miscalculation with respect to Iran. They
don’t know Iran. They still haven’t been able
to correctly understand the power, initiative,
and determination of the Iranian people.” The
message referred to Israel’s attack Saturday on
Iran.

This isn’t the first time Khamenei has seen
a suspension or removal from social media. In
February, Meta removed Facebook and
Instagram accounts for the supreme leader over
his support of the militant group Hamas after
its October 7, 2023, attack on Israel.

Social media platforms like X and Facebook
have been blocked in Iran for years, requiring
Iranians to use virtual private networks to
access them.

.�������	�������	���� ����	��������	������
�)�� 6)'�%��)"�'+)#

The UN Security Council
scheduled an emergency

meeting Monday afternoon at
Iran’s request on Israel’s air
strikes against the country.

Switzerland, which holds
the council’s rotating presi-
dency, announced the meeting
on Sunday and said the Iranian
request was supported by
Russia, China and Algeria, the
Arab representative on the
council.

Meanwhile, in Dubai, head
of Iran’s paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard made his
first public comments Monday
after Israel’s weekend attack on
the country.

Gen. Hossein Salami, in a
condolence message to Iran’s
regular military, called Israel’s
strike “illegitimate and ille-
gal.” Four soldiers in Iran’s air

defense network were killed in
the attack on Saturday, as was
one civilian, Iranian state media
say.

The attack was “a sign of
miscalculation and the inabil-
ity” of Israel on the battlefield
with Iranian-backed militants
“particularly in Gaza and
Lebanon.”

The “bitter consequences
will be beyond the imagination
of the occupiers,” Salami added,
referring to Israel.

Iranian president vows to
respond appropriately’ to
Israeli strikes: Iran’s President
Masoud Pezeshkian says his
country will respond to Israel
“appropriately”, after Israel
openly attacked Iranian mili-
tary sites for the first time this
weekend.

“We are not seeking war,
but we will defend the rights of
our nation and country and

will respond appropriately to
the Zionist regime’s aggres-
sion,” Pezeshkian was quoted
by state TV on Sunday as say-
ing. Pezeshkian also said the
US had promised Iran to stop
the war in Gaza and Lebanon
if Iran restrained. “They had
promised to end the war in
response to our restraint, but
they did not keep their word,”
he said.

The Iranian president also
warned tensions will escalate if
Israel’s aggression continues,
adding, “We know that the
United States is encouraging
Israel to commit these atroci-
ties.”

Meanwhile, Iran
announced on Sunday that a
civilian had been killed in
Israel’s attack on the country,
without offering any details on
the circumstances of his death.

The state-run IRNA news

agency identified the dead man
as Allahverdi Rahimpour and
said he lived in a suburban area
of southwestern Tehran.

While offering no details
on what he was doing or where
he was killed, IRNA made a
point to say he was not a
member of Iran’s armed forces.

Iran has offered few details
on the attack and the damage
caused by them so far.

Iraq submits protest to
UN saying Israel violated its
airspace in Iran attack: Iraq
has submitted a memorandum
of protest to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations
and the UN Security Council
saying Israel violated its air-
space in carrying out its attack
on Iran over the weekend, the
Iraqi prime minister’s office
said in a statement.

The statement said that
Israeli “aggressor aircraft violat-

ed Iraq’s airspace and sover-
eignty and used Iraqi airspace
to carry out the attack on the
Islamic Republic of Iran on
October 26.”

It added that Iraqi Prime
Minister Mohammed Shia al-
Sudani had directed Iraq’s for-
eign minister to discuss the
matter with the United States.
The two countries recently
reached an agreement to begin
winding down the mission of
a US-led coalition formed to
fight the Islamic State militant
group and to withdraw many of
the US troops who remain in
the country.

On Sunday, the Iran-
backed Iraqi militia Kataib
Hezbollah issued a statement
accusing the US of coordinat-
ing with Israel to use Iraqi air-
space to launch the attack on
Iran and threatening retaliation
against US forces.
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French President Emmanuel
Macron arrived Monday in

Morocco, where he is expect-
ed to meet with the North
African kingdom’s leaders and
discuss partnerships regard-
ing trade, climate change and
immigration.
During the president’s three-
day visit to Rabat, he is sched-
uled to meet with King
Mohammed VI and Prime
Minister Aziz Akhannouch
and address Morocco’s
Parliament.
It comes months after Macron
changed France’s longstand-
ing public position and backed
Morocco’s autonomy plan for
the disputed Western Sahara. 
The move endeared the coun-
try to Morocco and alienated it
from Algeria, which hosts
refugee camps governed by
the pro-independence Polisario
Front and has long pushed for
a UN-organised referendum to
solve the conflict.
In the days leading up to the
visit, Moroccan publications
lauded the “warm reunion”
and a “new honeymoon”
between the two countries
while French flags were hung
throughout Rabat.
France and Morocco have his-
torically partnered on issues
ranging from counterterrorism
to Western Sahara. Morocco is
the top destination for French
investment in Africa and
France is Morocco’s top trade
partner. Morocco imports
French cereals, renewable ener-

gy infrastructure like turbines
and weapons. Morocco exports
goods to France including
tomatoes, cars and airplane
parts.
Moroccans are among the
largest foreign-born communi-
ties in France, where North
African immigrants are a key
political constituency and a
focal point of debates about the
roles of Islam and immigration
in French society. In recent
months, France’s new Interior
Minister Bruno Retailleau has
pushed for the country to take
a hard-line approach toward
immigration and seek deals
with countries like Morocco to
better prevent would-be
migrants from crossing into
Europe.
On Macron’s last visit to
Morocco, he and King
Mohammed VI inaugurated
Al Boraq, Africa’s first high-

speed rail line, made possible
by French financing and trains
manufactured by the French
firm Alstrom.
Despite close ties, relations
have at times been fragile
between France and Morocco,
which was a French protec-
torate from 1912 to 1956. In
2021, Morocco suspended con-
sular relations France momen-
tarily reduced the number of
visas offered to Moroccans in
protest of its refusal to provide
documents needed to deport
people who migrated to France
without authorisation.
Relations between the two
countries soured further that
year when a 2021 report
revealed Morocco’s security
services had used Israeli spy-
ware to infiltrate the devices of
activists and politicians, includ-
ing Macron. Morocco denied
and sued over the allegations.
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Opposition supporters in
Georgia planned to hold a

protest in the country’s capital
on Monday against the official
results of a weekend parliamen-
tary election in which the gov-
erning party was declared vic-
torious amid voting irregular-
ities and allegations of Russian
meddling.

Georgian President Salome
Zourabichvili said Sunday she
did not recognise the official
results and that the country had
fallen victim to a “Russian
special operation” aimed at
pulling it back into Moscow’s
orbit and derailing its plan to
join the European Union.

Zourabichvili, a fierce crit-
ic of the governing party, urged
Georgians to rally on the main
street of the capital, Tbilisi, on
Monday night to protest what
she called a “total falsification,
a total stealing of your votes”,
raising the prospect of more
political turmoil in the South
Caucasus nation.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said on the
social media platform X that
“the Georgian people embraced
democracy yesterday” and
urged Georgia’s political lead-
ers to “respect the rule of law,
repeal legislation that under-
mines fundamental freedoms,
address deficiencies in the elec-
toral process, and move
Georgia toward its Euro-
Atlantic future”. The Central
Election Commission said
Sunday that the governing

Georgian Dream party received
54.8 per cent of Saturday’s
votes with almost all ballots
counted. The party — estab-
lished by Bidzina Ivanishvili, a
shadowy billionaire who made
his fortune in Russia — has
become increasingly authori-
tarian over the past year, adopt-
ing laws similar to those used
by the Kremlin to crack down
on freedom of speech.

The EU suspended
Georgia’s membership applica-
tion process indefinitely
because of a Russian-style “for-
eign influence law” passed in
June. Many Georgians viewed
Saturday’s vote as a pivotal
referendum on the opportuni-
ty to join the EU.

The election campaign in
the nation of 3.7 million peo-
ple, which borders Russia, was
marked by a bitter fight for
votes and allegations of a smear
campaign. European electoral
observers said the election
took place in a “divisive” envi-
ronment marked by intimida-
tion and instances of vote buy-
ing, double voting and physi-
cal violence.

During the campaign,
Georgian Dream used “anti-
Western and hostile rhetoric ...
promoted Russian misinforma-
tion, manipulations, and con-
spiracy theories,” said Antonio
López-Istúriz White, the head
of the European Parliament
monitoring delegation.

The election observers said
instances of intimidation and
electoral violations were partic-
ularly noticeable in rural areas.
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The UK has unveiled a pack-
age of measures designed to

boost intra-Commonwealth
trade and investment, includ-
ing a Commonwealth
Investment Network and a hub
in India to support female-led
businesses.
At the conclusion of the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting
(CHOGM) in Samoa last week,
the Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office
(FCDO) in a statement on
Sunday set out Britain’s vision
to increase “shared prosperity”
for the 56-member organisa-
tion made up of some of the
world’s fastest-growing
economies.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer
and Foreign Secretary David
Lammy attended the summit
which concluded on Friday.
“UK announcements included
funding for a Commonwealth
Investment Network to encour-
age greater investment within

small and climate-vulnerable
Commonwealth countries, and
support to establish hubs in
India and Sri Lanka to support
female-led businesses,” the
FCDO said.
The UK has also indicated
plans to increase its military
and economic presence in the
Indo-Pacific to support region-
al stability, including proposals
for increased navy patrols to
boost maritime security, com-
bat illegal fishing and respond
to natural disasters in the
region. “My visit to the Pacific
this week has only reinforced
how important this part of the
world is to the United
Kingdom’s prosperity and secu-
rity, and I know across busi-
ness, trade and defence we
play a vital role in supporting
the region too,” Starmer said in
a statement.
“As responsible international
players, we cannot turn a blind
eye to the challenges faced by
our friends and partners on the
other side of the world, so my
message today is clear: this is

just the beginning of our com-
mitment to the Indo-Pacific,”
he said.
With a focus on empowering
young people with access to
education and skills, support-
ing democratic governance,
human rights and the rule of
law and helping protect vulner-
able countries from the impacts
of climate change, the UK’s
package of measures also
includes additional funding
for technical support from
trade advisers to help small and
vulnerable Commonwealth
member states negotiate with-
in the World Trade
Organisation (WTO).
A new scheme to train tax advi-
sors to help developing
Commonwealth economies
boost their domestic tax rev-
enue, support for Powering
Renewable Energy
Opportunities in six Pacific
Island Countries, testing the
application of clean energy
technologies, and a new com-
mitment to promote food secu-
rity, climate resilience and eco-

nomic growth in the Caribbean
through the Inter-American
Development Bank’s new One
Caribbean fund are among
some of the other measures.
Funding for a Commonwealth
programme supporting coun-
tries to ratify the United
Nations Agreement on the
conservation and sustainable
use of marine biological diver-
sity in areas beyond national
jurisdiction (BBNJ) and
increased UK support for the
Commonwealth’s work to sup-
port democratic governance
and the rule of law, which
includes the deployment of
election monitoring missions in
Commonwealth countries,
have also been finalised.
Meanwhile, in a joint commu-
nique issued by
Commonwealth leaders at the
end of the summit, it was
agreed that the “time has come”
for a conversation about repa-
rations for the slave trade and
holding “inclusive conversa-
tions” to address the wrongs of
the past.
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At least seven people died
when a building collapsed in

a suburban area of Nigeria’s cap-
ital over the weekend, a local offi-
cial said Monday.
“We have called off search and
rescue because we excavated and
there was nobody left in the rub-
ble,” said Nkechi Isa, a spokesper-
son for the Abuja city emergency
department.
Building collapses are becoming
increasingly common in Nigeria,
with more than a dozen such
incidents recorded in the last two
years. Authorities often blame
such disasters on failures to
enforce building safety regula-
tions and on poor maintenance.
The building that collapsed
Saturday, located in the Sabon-
Lugbe area, had already been
partly demolished and its struc-
ture was further compromised by
scavengers looking for scrap
metal.
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Four Indian nationals were
killed and one injured when

the car they were travelling in
crashed and burst into flames in
Canada’s Ontario province,
authorities said.
The accident occurred last week
on Thursday in the Lake Shore
Boulevard East and Cherry Street
area of Toronto city, police said
in a press release. The five peo-
ple, between the ages of 25-32,
were travelling in a Tesla when it
“lost control and struck the
guard rail and then a concrete pil-
lar” before bursting into flames,
the press release said.
“We have gathered some evi-
dence so far to suggest that
speed was a factor,” Toronto
Police Duty Inspector Phillip
Sinclair was quoted as saying by
the Toronto Sun newspaper.
Four of the car occupants were
pronounced dead on the scene by
the police officials responding to
the accident, the press release
said. The fifth occupant, a 25-
year-old woman, was transport-
ed to a hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries.
She was rescued by a passing
motorist who stopped to help,
according to the report.
“Heartfelt condolences on trag-
ic loss of Indian nationals in car
accident that took place yester-
day in Toronto,” the official han-
dle of the Indian Consulate in
Toronto said in a post on X.
The post added that the consulate
was in regular touch with local
authorities and affected families
in Canada and India. 
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NATO on Monday con-
firmed that North Korean

troops have been sent to Russia
to aid in its almost three-year
war against Ukraine and that
some have already been
deployed in Russia’s Kursk bor-
der region, where Russia has
been struggling to push back a
Ukrainian incursion.
“Today, I can confirm that
North Korean troops have been
sent to Russia, and that North
Korean military units have
been deployed to the Kursk
region,” NATO Secretary-
General Mark Rutte told
reporters.
Rutte said that the move rep-
resents “a significant escalation”
in North Korea’s involvement
in the conflict and marks “a
dangerous expansion of Russia’s
war.”
His remarks came after a high-
level South Korean delegation

including top intelligence and
military officials as well as
senior diplomats briefed the
alliance’s 32 national ambas-
sadors at NATO headquarters
in Brussels.
Rutte said NATO is “actively
consulting within the alliance,
with Ukraine, and with our
Indo-Pacific partners,” on
developments and that he is
due to talk soon with South
Korea’s president and Ukraine’s
defence minister. “We contin-
ue to monitor the situation
closely,” he said.
Adding thousands of North
Korean soldiers to Europe’s
biggest conflict since World
War II will pile more pressure
on Ukraine’s weary and over-
stretched army, as well as stok-
ing geopolitical tensions in the
Korean Peninsula and the
wider Indo-Pacific region,
including Japan and Australia,
Western officials say.
Russian President Vladimir

Putin is keen to reshape glob-
al power dynamics. He sought
to build a counterbalance to
Western influence with a sum-
mit of BRICS countries, includ-
ing the leaders of China and
India, in Russia last week.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, citing
intelligence reports, claimed
last Friday that North Korean
troops would be on the battle-
field within days.
He previously said his govern-
ment has information that
some 10,000 troops from North
Korea were being readied to
join Russian forces fighting
against his country.
Days before Zelenskyy spoke,
American and South Korean
officials said there was evidence
North Korea had dispatched
troops to Russia.
The US said around 3,000
North Korean troops had
been deployed to Russia for
training. 

Trajectory of Ukraine war hangs on outcome of US election
�)�� 80'1

There is no doubt that the US
election will determine the

trajectory of the war in
Ukraine.
The status of military aid from
Kyiv’s chief international backer
is dependent on who becomes
president, as is any prospect for
a cease-fire that could benefit
Ukraine.
Some in Kyiv say the country’s
very existence hinges on who
wins the White House.
As Americans vote, exhausted
and outmanned Ukrainian sol-
diers are holding defensive
lines under constant Russian
fire, knowing the results will
dictate their future.
The war in Ukraine is one of
the most divisive issues of the
November 5 election: Former
President Donald Trump, the
Republican nominee, and Vice
President Kamala Harris, the
Democratic nominee, advo-
cate very different views on
how much support the US
should continue to give
Ukraine.

After a whirlwind Western
tour, Kyiv’s leaders have tried to
promote their version of what
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy calls his “victory
plan.” They hope key deci-
sions will be made — includ-
ing Ukraine’s bid for NATO
membership — by the new
administration.
For now, they have no choice
but to wait.
“We believe that regardless of
the last name of the future pres-
ident of the US, the country of
the United States will not give
up global dominance, global
leadership as such. And this is
possible only through the sup-
port of Ukraine and through
the defeat of the Russian
Federation,” said Mykhailo
Podolyak, an adviser to
Zelenskyy.
Harris would likely continue
Biden’s policies: Harris, who
has decried President Vladimir
Putin’s “brutality,” would like-
ly carry on President Joe Biden’s
policy of support, albeit with-
in the strict limits on Ukraine’s
ability to strike deep inside

Russian territory that have
frustrated Kyiv’s leaders.
“President Biden has made it
clear from the beginning of this
conflict that his top priority has
been to avoid an all-out war
with Russia. I think that
remains the top American pri-
ority,” said Malcom Chalmers,
deputy director general at the
Royal United Services Institute
in London.
The US has provided Ukraine
more than USD 59.5 billion in
military weapons and assis-
tance since Russia invaded in
February 2022. But throughout,
Kyiv has been captive to fraught
American politics that often
undermined its battlefield
potential.
Ukraine lost territory and man-
power as weapons stocks dwin-
dled during the six months it
took the US Congress to pass
an aid package. Even promised
military assistance has failed to
arrive on time or in sufficient
quantities.
Ukraine is still hoping for
Western approval of strikes
inside Russian territory with

longer-range weapons supplied
by its allies. It also holds hun-
dreds of square kilometres in
Russia’s Kursk region after an
incursion in August.
Still, Biden’s commitment to
support Ukraine has never
wavered. Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin announced a
USD 400 million package dur-
ing his recent visit. Zelenskyy
said he expects another worth
USD 800 million, the first
tranche for Ukraine’s produc-
tion of long-range capabili-
ties. Still another USD 8 billion
is expected by the end of the
year.
Trump’s vague vows and
praise for Putin: Trump has
repeatedly taken issue with US
aid to Ukraine, made vague
vows to end the war and has
praised Putin.
He also is considered highly
unpredictable.
Some Ukrainian officials even
privately welcome this quality,
saying it could bring about
results quicker. But so much is
unknown about what deci-
sions Trump would make.

“He has emphasised that he has
a very different approach to
Ukraine than Kamala Harris.
And if what he’s saying now is
translated into action, then it’s
going to be a very rocky peri-
od for Ukraine,” Chalmers
said.
“Donald Trump is raising the
very distinct probability that
the United States will cut off
most if not all military aid to
Ukraine, which given that the
situation on the ground,
although deadlocked, is one
which Russia currently has the
advantage, could tip the bal-
ance in Russia’s favour,” he
added.
Podolyak said Trump “under-
stands the logic” of Zelenskyy’s
plans after meeting with him.
“Mr. Trump realised that there
is no way to agree on some-
thing in this war, because it is
necessary to ensure Russia’s
compulsion to understand
what a war is, what conse-
quences Russia will have in this
war. That is, Russia can be
forced to do something, but not
asked.”
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US voters concerned about post-election violence, efforts to overturn results: AP-NORC poll
�)�� -"#/')9�+)

American voters are
approaching the presiden-

tial election with deep unease
about what could follow,
including the potential for
political violence, attempts to
overturn the election results
and its broader implications for
democracy, according to a new
poll.
The findings of the survey, con-
ducted by The Associated
Press-NORC Centre for Public
Affairs Research, speak to per-
sistent concerns about the
fragility of the world’s oldest
democracy, nearly four years
after former President Donald
Trump’s refusal to accept the
2020 election results inspired a
mob of his supporters to storm
the US Capitol in a violent
attempt to stop the peaceful

transfer of power.
About 4 in 10 registered voters
say they are “extremely” or
“very” concerned about violent
attempts to overturn the results
after the November election.
A similar share is worried
about legal efforts to do so. And
about 1 in 3 voters say they are
“extremely” or “very” con-
cerned about attempts by local
or state election officials to stop
the results from being finalised.
Relatively few voters — about
one-third or less — are “not
very” or “not at all” concerned
about any of that happening.
Trump has continued to lie
about fraud costing him reelec-
tion four years ago and is again
forecasting that he can lose this
time only if the election is
rigged against him, a strategy
he has deployed since his first
run for office. His allies and the

Republican National
Committee, which he reshaped,
have filed lawsuits around the
country that are a potential pre-
lude to post-election legal chal-
lenges should he lose.
“I thought after January 6 of
2021, the GOP would have the
sense to reject him as a candi-
date,” Aostara Kaye, of Downey,
California, said of Trump. “And
since they didn’t, I think it just
emboldened him to think he
can do anything, and they will
still stick with him.”

Many voters think Trump
won’t concede if he loses:
Trump’s wide-ranging attempts
to reject the will of the voters
and remain in power after his
2020 loss have led to concerns
that he will again fail to con-
cede should he lose to Vice
President Kamala Harris.

Nearly 9 in 10 voters said the
loser of the presidential election
is obligated to concede once
every state has finished count-
ing its votes and legal chal-
lenges are resolved, including
about 8 in 10 Republicans. But
only about one-third of voters
expect Trump to accept the
results and concede if he loses.
Democrats and Republicans
have widely divergent views on
the matter: About two-thirds of
Republican voters think Trump
would concede, compared to
only about 1 in 10 Democrats.
The same concern does not
apply to Harris. Nearly 8 in 10
voters said Harris will accept
the results and concede if she
loses the election, including a
solid majority of Republican
voters.

Democrats and Republicans

divided on who would weak-
en democracy: Members of
both parties have broad con-
cerns about how American
democracy might fare depend-
ing on the outcome of the
November election.
Overall, about half of voters
believe Trump would weaken
democracy in the US “a lot” or
“somewhat” if he wins, while
about 4 in 10 said the same of
Harris.
Not surprisingly, Americans
were deeply divided along ide-
ological lines. About 8 in 10
Republicans said another term
for Trump would strengthen
democracy “a lot” or “some-
what”, while a similar share of
Democrats said the same of a
Harris presidency.
About 9 in 10 voters in each
party said the opposing party’s
candidate would be likely to

weaken democracy at least
“somewhat” if elected.
Kaye, a retired health care sys-
tem worker, called Trump an
“existential threat to the
Constitution”.
One prospect she said frightens
her is that if Trump wins, he
likely will not have the
guardrails in his new adminis-
tration that were in place in the
last one.
Republican voter Debra
Apodaca, 60, from Tucson,
Arizona, said it’s Harris who is
a greater threat to democracy.
She said President Joe Biden’s
administration has placed too
great a priority on foreign aid
and shown a lack of concern for
its own people.
“Our tax dollars, we’re just
sending it everywhere. It’s not
staying here. Why aren’t we tak-
ing care of America?” she said.

“Why should we pay taxes if
we’re just sending it away?”
That lack of concern also
includes the border, she said,
adding that a Harris win would
be “the end to the Border
Patrol.”

The January 6th attack on the
Capitol is a dividing line: 
Part of what divides voters on
their views of American
democracy is the January 6
attack on the US Capitol and
who is to blame. Democrats
and independents are much
more likely than Republican
voters to place “a great deal” or
“quite a bit” of responsibility on
Trump.
Susan Ohde, an independent
voter from Chicago and a
retiree from the financial sec-
tor, said she’s concerned that
“crazy people will buy the mis-

information that they’re given”,
leading to another such attack.
Giovanna Elizabeth Minardi of
Yucaipa, California, said other
issues are more important in
this year’s election. She said her
chief concern is the economy
and feels that high prices, espe-
cially in her home state, are
chasing off businesses and cre-
ating a dependency on govern-
ment. It’s a dependency Harris
wants to continue, said
Minardi, a children and fami-
ly services advocate.
Views about the January 6
attack are not the only ones
where voters split along ideo-
logical lines. Following Trump’s
lead, a majority of Republicans
maintain that Biden was not
legitimately elected. Nearly all
Democrats and about 7 in 10
independents believe Biden
was legitimately elected.
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Donald Trump hosted a rally
featuring crude and racist

insults at New York’s Madison
Square Garden, turning what
his campaign had dubbed as
the event where he would
deliver his closing message
into an illustration of what
turns off his critics.
With just over a week before
Election Day, speakers at the
rally Sunday night labelled
Puerto Rico a “floating island
of garbage,” called Democratic
Vice President Kamala Harris
“the devil,” and said the woman
vying to become the first
woman and Black woman pres-
ident had begun her career as
a prostitute.
“I don’t know if you guys know
this, but there’s literally a float-
ing island of garbage in the
middle of the ocean right now.
I think it’s called Puerto Rico,”
said Tony Hinchcliffe, a stand-
up comic whose set also includ-
ed lewd and racist comments
about Latinos, Jews and Black
people, all key constituencies in
the election just nine days
away.
His joke was immediately crit-

icised by Harris’ campaign as it
competes with Trump to win
over Puerto Rican communi-
ties in Pennsylvania and other
swing states. Puerto Rican
music superstar Bad Bunny
backed Harris shortly after
Hinchcliffe’s appearance.
The normally pugnacious
Trump campaign took the rare
step of distancing itself from
Hinchcliffe. “This joke does not
reflect the views of President
Trump or the campaign,”
senior adviser Danielle Alvarez
said in a statement.
But other speakers also made
incendiary comments. Trump’s
childhood friend David Rem
referred to Harris as “the
Antichrist” and “the devil.”
Businessman Grant Cardone
told the crowd that Harris
”and her pimp handlers will
destroy our country.”
The marquee event reflected
the former president’s tone
throughout his third White
House campaign. Though he
refrained from doing so
Sunday, Trump often tears into
Harris in offensive and person-
al terms himself, questioning in
recent weeks her mental stabil-
ity and her intelligence as well

as calling her “lazy,” long a
racist trope used against Black
people.
The event was a surreal spec-
tacle that included former pro-
fessional wrestler Hulk Hogan,
TV psychologist Dr. Phil
McGraw, former Fox News
host Tucker Carlson, politicians
including House Speaker Mike
Johnson and Reps. Byron
Donalds and Elise Stefanik,
and an artist who painted a pic-
ture of Trump hugging the
Empire State Building.
And that was all before Trump
was to take the stage, running
more than two hours late.
After being introduced by his
wife, Melania Trump, in a rare
public appearance, the former
president began by asking the
same questions he’s asked at the
start of every recent rally: “Are
you better off now than you
were four years ago?” The
crowd responded with a
resounding “No!”
“This election is a choice
between whether we’ll have
four more years of gross
incompetence and failure, or
whether we’ll begin the great-
est years in the history of our
country,” he said.
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Chad’s presidency said at
least 40 soldiers were killed

by unidentified assailants dur-
ing a Sunday night attack on a
military base in the country’s
west. 
President Mahamat Deby Itno
visited the base early Monday
morning and announced the
launch of a military operation
to track the assailants. 
Chad has long battled with an
insurgency in the country’s
west, near the border with

Nigeria. In June nine people
were killed and more than 40
injured when a fire set off
explosions at a military ammu-
nition depot in the capital,
N’Djamena.
In March, an attack the govern-
ment blamed on Boko Haram
killed seven soldiers, reviving
fears of violence in the Lake
Chad area after a period of
peace following a successful
operation launched in 2020 by
the Chadian army to destroy
the extremist group’s bases
there. Schools, mosques and

churches reopened and
humanitarian organizations
returned.
Boko Haram, which launched
an insurgency more than a
decade ago against Western
education, seeks to establish
Islamic law in Nigeria’s north-
east. The insurgency has spread
to West African neighbors
including Cameroon, Niger
and Chad.

��������	/� ��!����
���
�� 	��� 	��	���
)�� � '#�"("7"�

Pakistan’s prominent human
rights lawyer Imaan Zainab

Mazari-Hazir and her husband
Hadi Ali were arrested on
Monday for allegedly creating
a security situation by interfer-
ing in the official work.
Imaan and Ali were arrested
after they tried to remove bar-
riers installed by the police on
the occasion of a recently con-
cluded test match between
England and Pakistan.
“Taking legal action, Islamabad
police have arrested Imaan
Mazari and Hadi Ali as per the
law and regulations for creat-
ing a security risk by interfer-
ing in state duties during an
international cricket team’s
visit,” the police said in a post
on X. A case has been regis-
tered against them, and Imaan

was transferred to the women’s
police station, police said.
Imaan’s mother, former human
rights minister Shireen Mazari,
said that her daughter was
arrested in the morning.
“Imaan Mazari has been arrest-
ed this morning. State fascism
in full swing,” she said in a post
on X.
She claimed that the Islamabad
police on Friday had “swung a
steel barrier deliberately into
her, assaulting her”, referring to
a purported video being shared
on X. She also alleged that the
police action had “injured” her
daughter.It is not the first time
that Imaan has been arrested. 
In August last year, Imaan was
arrested by the Islamabad
police along with former law-
maker Ali Wazir in a sedition
case over a rally made at a
speech.
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The global economic
Commerce and Industry

Minister Piyush Goyal will
discuss ways to increase
cooperation with Saudi
Arabia in areas like renewable
energy, digital infrastructure,
and manufacturing during his
two-day visit, an official
statement said on Monday.
The visit to Riyadh will begin
from Tuesday.
The commerce and industry
ministry said Goyal will
participate in the Future
Investment Initiative (FII) in
Riyadh, a crucial platform that
brings together global leaders,
investors, and innovators.
His participation will
highlight India's rapid
economic growth, its focus on
sustainable development, AI,
and the immense
opportunities in sectors like
renewable energy, digital

infrastructure, and advanced
manufacturing, it said.
On the sidelines of the FII, the
minister will engage with
prominent global investors.
"These interactions aim to
strengthen investor
confidence, facilitate
investment flows, and
promote India as a preferred
global investment
destination," it said.
He will also hold bilateral
meetings with key Saudi
ministers, including the
Minister of Commerce,
Minister of Industry and
Mineral Resources, Minister
of Investment, and Minister of
Energy, to discuss
collaborative efforts in energy
transition, digital
transformation, and trade
facilitation. Further, he will
co-chair the second
ministerial meeting of the
Economy and Investment
Committee under the India-

Saudi Strategic Partnership
Council, focusing on sectors
like agriculture, food security,
energy, technology, and
infrastructure.
India is the second largest
trade partner for Saudi Arabia
whereas Saudi Arabia is
India's fourth largest trading
partner.
The bilateral trade between
the two countries stood at
USD 43 billion in 2023-24 as
against USD 53 billion in
2022-23.
Over 2,700 Indian companies
are registered as joint
ventures/100 percent owned
entities, with investments
worth about USD 2 billion in
the Kingdom.
Major Indian companies and
corporate groups such as L&T,
TATA, Wipro, TCS, TCIL,
Shapoorji & Pallonji have
established a strong presence
in Saudi Arabia.
Saudi direct investments in

India amounted to USD 3.22
billion during April 2000 and
June 2024.
Major Saudi investment
groups include ARAMCO,
SABIC, ZAMIL, E-holidays,
and Al Batterjee Group.
policy agenda has been the
strengthening of India's
financial sector. The
soundness of our banking
system marked by low levels
of NPAs (nonperforming
assets) and enhanced
provisioning for bad loans
reflects the reforms we have
undertaken to improve asset
quality," she said.
She added that by 2047, as
India celebrates 100 years of
independence, "we will have a
chance to define a new era of
prosperity, not just for our
own citizens, but for the
global community as well. 
"India's role in the world is
expanding, and we stand
ready to engage constructively
with the international
community, sharing our
innovations and contributing
to global peace and
prosperity," she said, as she
cited the example of the
COVID-19 pandemic during
which India supplied vaccines
developed and manufactured
by it to nations across the
world.  "The coming decades
will be defined by how
effectively India manages its
demographic dividend,
strengthens its global
partnerships, and navigates
the complexity of a rapidly
changing world," she said.
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Shortage of Cold-Rolled
Grain-Oriented (CRGO)

steel used for making
transformers and electric
motors could impact India's
ambitious power sector
expansion plans, think tank
GTRI said on Monday.
The Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) said that
India's power sector is facing
a 30 per cent shortage of
CRGO steel, essential for
electric motors and
transformers.
With domestic production
meeting only about 10-12 per
cent of demand, India relies
heavily on imports, it added.
It said the immediate cause
of the CRGO steel shortage is
import uncertainty caused by
the delayed license renewals
by the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) for many
foreign suppliers from Japan,
South Korea and China.
Many of the licenses are set
to expire soon, causing
shortages and uncertainty in
the power sector, it said,
adding that foreign suppliers
require BIS certification
under a Quality Control
Order, which ensures quality
but restricts options to a few
approved grades and
vendors.
The entire BIS process needs
an urgent review by
independent auditors, the
think tank said.
"In the long term, India must
prioritise local production, as
CRGO is now considered a
strategic material, and supply
may remain limited. Without
action, this shortage could

jeopardise India's ambitious
energy goals," GTRI Founder
Ajay Srivastava said.
CRGO's grain orientation
reduces energy loss, making
it essential for transformer
cores, which are central to
India's power distribution
network.
In FY 2024, India, one of the
largest consumers of CRGO
steel, required 400,000
tonnes. With only 50,000
tonnes produced
domestically, it had to import
239.2 thousand tonnes from
countries like China, Japan,
Russia and South Korea.
After exporting 11.4
thousand tonnes, only 277.8
thousand tonnes were
available for local use,
leaving a shortfall of 122.2
thousand tonnes, or 30.6 per
cent of total demand, it said.

It added that India's CRGO
demand is expected to grow
by 10-12 per cent annually,
driven by the expanding
power sector and the goal to
integrate 500 GW of
renewable energy into the
grid by 2030.
Srivastava said that the
demand will also grow as the
Bureau of Energy Efficiency
has mandated a star-label
upgrade for distribution
transformers starting
January 1, 2025, pushing the
industry to seek higher-grade
CRGO steel.
"This CRGO shortage could
impact energy and
manufacturing targets. This
shortage also limits India's
transformer and motor
exports. 
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), who

need small amounts of this
steel, are hit hardest, as prices
have soared due to uncertain
supplies," he added.
To address the CRGO steel
shortage, immediate and
long-term measures are
essential, he said, adding that
the BIS should expedite its
approval process for CRGO
imports to prevent license
expirations and ensure a
steady supply.
Additionally, BIS should
expand the list of approved
CRGO grades and suppliers
to support smaller
manufacturers and MSMEs,
who are the most vulnerable
to these shortages, he added.
"At the government level,
support for domestic
production is crucial, and
allowing zero-duty imports
of raw materials for CRGO
production, as seen in
countries like China, the US
and Germany, could boost
local output," it said.
Building a CRGO plant
would require significant
investment ?of around USD
400-USD 600 million for a
facility with an annual
capacity of 100,000-150,000
tonnes and could take 3-5
years to complete, with
potential government
incentives supporting this
development, it said.
The Quality Control Order
(QCO) for CRGO steel,
implemented by the Bureau
of Indian Standards (BIS) in
2020, mandates that all
CRGO steel imported for use
in India must meet specific
performance standards
under BIS certification, it
added.

India and Saudi to discuss
ways to boost cooperation
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Consumers are exploring
both luxury and

sustainable alternatives,
setting the stage for a new era
in the Indian automotive
sector, according to a survey
by Grant Thornton Bharat.
As per the survey -- 'Shifting
Gears: Understanding
Passenger Vehicle Market
Trends', 85 per cent of the
respondents were considering
premium models and there is
an increasing preference for
hybrid vehicles over electric
vehicles (EVs).
The survey gathered insights
from over 3,500 respondents
across the country.
According to the survey, 40
per cent of respondents now
prefer hybrid vehicles,
compared to only 17 per cent
favouring EVs.
In contrast, 34 per cent still
lean toward petrol vehicles,
reflecting the transitional
nature of the market, it said.
This growing alignment with
hybrids suggests that
consumers are exploring
sustainable options, while
waiting for more robust EV
infrastructure and incentives,
the survey found.
Therefore, with hybrid
vehicles gaining traction, they
are expected to act as a bridge,
building consumer familiarity

with alternative technologies
and ultimately accelerating
future EV adoption, it opined.
This trend underscores the
need for automakers to focus
on both hybrid and electric
solutions to meet evolving
consumer expectations and
prepare for a sustainable
automotive future, as per the
survey findings.
"As market dynamics evolve,
automakers must adapt to
shifting consumer
preferences," Grant Thornton
Bharat Partner and Auto &
EV Industry Leader Saket
Mehra said.
Elaborating on further
findings, he noted that the
festive season, which typically
accounts for 30-40 per cent of
annual sales, is critical for the
Indian automotive industry.
However, high inventory
levels, weather disruptions,
and regional elections have
tempered growth this year, he
added.
The utility vehicle (UV) and

sports utility vehicle (SUV)
segments have continued to
drive the market, witnessing
13 per cent year-on-year
growth and now making up
65 per cent of passenger
vehicle (PV) sales, he said.
Despite a muted first half of
FY25, with overall domestic
sales rising by just 0.5 per
cent, the sustained demand
for SUVs and UVs reflects the
growing consumer preference
for versatile vehicles, Mehra
said.
However, inventory levels
remain a challenge, with 7.9
lakh units worth Rs 79,000
crore stockpiled as of
September 2024, he added.
Automakers have an
opportunity to meet rising
consumer demand through
substantial festive discounts,
with nearly 90 per cent of
respondents expecting such
offers, Mehra said.
The survey also found that
subscription models launched
by companies are also gaining
traction.
Besides, there is an increased
demand for safety features in
the car models.
Growing consumer awareness
has shifted the focus to
vehicle safety, with advanced
safety features becoming a top
priority for buyers, overtaking
traditional factors like design
or performance, it said.
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India remains highly
dependent on imports for

minerals critical to
accelerating its energy
transition, with a full reliance
on shipping in lithium, cobalt
and nickel, according to a
report released Monday.
The report, published by the
Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial
Analysis (IEEFA), said that
India's demand for critical
minerals is expected to more
than double by 2030, while
domestic mining operations
may take over a decade to
start producing.
It stresses that India needs a
carefully crafted import
strategy to mitigate potential
trade risks while balancing
international relationships to
secure these essential
minerals.
IEEFA's report examines five
critical minerals (and their
compounds) - cobalt, copper,
graphite, lithium and nickel -
from the perspectives of
import dependency, trade
dynamics, domestic
availability, and global price

fluctuations.
The findings show that India
remains largely import-
dependent for these minerals
and their compounds, with
100 per cent import reliance
for minerals like lithium,
cobalt, and nickel.
"India should strive to de-risk
its critical minerals sourcing
by identifying new
international resources and
expediting domestic
production. 
A concerted effort to partner
with and foster bilateral
relations with mineral-rich
nations should be a priority
for India," said the report's
co-author Charith Konda,
Energy Specialist, IEEFA.
"The country can also explore
investment opportunities in
resource-rich, friendly
nations, such as Australia and
Chile, as well as African
countries like Ghana and
South Africa," he added.
The report said India
depends heavily on China for
synthetic graphite and
natural graphite and it should
explore cooperation
initiatives with countries like
Mozambique, Madagascar,

Brazil and Tanzania which
are some of the highest
graphite producing countries.
"As part of the Global South
cooperation initiatives, these
countries could be favourable
partners for India for
graphite trading," said the
report's co-author Kaira
Rakheja, Energy Analyst,
IEEFA.
India is also highly import-
dependent for copper
cathodes and nickel sulphates
from just two countries -
Japan and Belgium. The
report suggests India could
look at the US, the fifth

largest producer of copper in
the world, to diversify its
suppliers and enhance supply
security.
For minerals like lithium
oxide and nickel oxide, the
dependency is low on one
country, but overall imports
largely come from Russia and
China, both countries with
potential trade risks.
"Developing domestic
lithium refining capacity will
help India integrate with the
global lithium supply chain,"
said Rakheja.
The report also notes the
significant efforts that the

Indian government is making
to improve domestic
production of critical
minerals with the auctions by
the Ministry of Mines and the
planned Critical Minerals
Mission.
"The critical minerals mining
block auctions can serve as an
opportunity for India to focus
on building refining and
processing capabilities to
emerge as a global value-
adding hub," said Rakheja.
"Government support in the
form of viability gap funding
and technology development
will help promote such
auctions and ultimately the
domestic production of
critical minerals. 
"A stable supply of critical
minerals is imperative for
India to achieve its renewable
energy goals," Konda said.
India has committed to
achieving 500 gigawatts
(GW) of non-fossil fuel-
based electricity installed
capacity by 2030.
Currently, the country's
renewable energy installed
capacity stands at 201 GW,
with solar energy accounting
for 91 GW.

 ���	,�������-	�����
�
�	����
!��	��!��

)����� )%-��%�/'

Shares of solar panel maker
Waaree Energies Ltd on

Monday listed with a
premium of nearly 70 per cent
against the issue price of Rs
1,503.
The stock made its market
debut at Rs 2,550, reflecting a
jump of 69.66 per cent from
the issue price on the BSE. It
further surged 72.98 per cent
to Rs 2,600.
At the NSE, the stock listed at
Rs 2,500, surging 66.33 per
cent.The company's market
valuation stood at Rs
67,866.35 crore.The initial
public offer of Waaree
Energies Ltd garnered 76.34
times subscription on the last
day of share sale on
Wednesday, helped by strong
participation from
institutional buyers.The Rs
4,321.44-crore initial share
sale had a price band of Rs
1,427 to Rs 1,503 per share.
The IPO was a combination

of a fresh issue of equity
shares aggregating to Rs 3,600
crore and an Offer-for-Sale
(OFS) of 48 lakh equity shares
worth Rs 721.44 crore, at the
upper end of the price band,
by a promoter and existing
shareholders.Proceeds from
the fresh issue will be used for
setting up the 6 GW
(gigawatt) of the Ingot Wafer,
Solar Cell and Solar PV
module manufacturing
facility in Odisha. Besides, a
portion will be used for
general corporate purposes.
Waaree Energies, one of the
major players in the solar
energy industry in India, is
focused on PV module
manufacturing with an
aggregate installed capacity of
12 GW as of June 30, 2023.
It operates five manufacturing
facilities with one factory
each, located at Surat, Tumb,
Nandigram and Chikhli in
Gujarat, and the IndoSolar
Facility, in Noida, Uttar
Pradesh.
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)

approved a proposal from Air
India to carry out
modifications in aircraft
interiors in-house as the Tata
Group-owned airline works
on revamping its fleet and
expanding operations.
The full-service carrier has a
collaboration with Tata
Technologies to enhance
aircraft interiors in its fleet.
In a release on Monday, Air
India said the Design
Organisation Approval
(DOA) from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) will enable the
airline to independently make
design changes in-house and
implement modifications to
its aircraft interiors more
efficiently.
"DOA is a transformative step
towards enhancing Air India's
in-house capabilities, which
has been bolstered by
decisions to set up its own
engineering, maintenance
and training facilities. This
will enhance operational
efficiency and make the
airline more self-reliant," it
added.
An official said the approval
will also allow Air India to
offer the services to other

Indian airlines in the future.
Air India is the first Indian
airline to attain this level of
authorisation, accelerating its
ability to execute restoration
tasks for continuous
improvement of its fleet, the
release said.
Air India Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
said the approval reaffirms its
capabilities to maintain the
fleet and commitment to
enhancing the customer
experience of its aircraft
interiors.
"By leveraging our global
aerospace expertise, we are
committed to delivering next-
generation aircraft interiors
that not only meet the highest
standards of functionality and
safety but also enhance
customer satisfaction," Tata
Technologies Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director Warren Harris said.
The approval also comes at a
time when Air India is
retrofitting its legacy planes

and has also placed
significant orders for new
aircraft.
According to the release on
Monday, the partnership with
Tata Technologies will help
Air India streamline its
operations by integrating
innovative digital thread
solutions and smart
maintenance, repair, and
overhaul (MRO) services.
"This will improve
operational efficiency, reduce
downtime, and ensure that
Air India's fleet remains fit to
fly, further enhancing
passenger safety, comfort and
operational reliability," the
release said.
Tata Air India Group has
three airlines -- Air India, Air
India Express and Vistara,
which is a joint venture
between Tatas and Singapore
Airlines.Air India and Air
India Express together have
more than 230 planes.Vistara,
which has a fleet of 70 planes,
is set to be merged with Air
India on November 11.
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The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) urged

consumers to adopt a more
thoughtful approach to gold
and silver buying that is
backed by the enduring trust
of Hallmark. 
Traditionally, Dhanteras
marks the time when families
invest in gold, a symbol of
good fortune, wealth, and
future security. 
BIS has been instrumental in
driving this transformation,
encouraging consumers to
make informed purchases by
promoting the importance of
hallmarked gold and silver
jewellery.
Pramod Kumar Tiwari,
Director General, BIS said
"We are committed to
safeguarding consumers' gold
investments during
Dhanteras and beyond with
BIS HUID based Hallmark.
With BIS Hallmark and the
easy-to-use BIS CARE App,
consumers can be assured of
the authenticity of their
jewellery purchases."
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As the weeks go by,
Liverpool is showing the

quality and resilience to be
Manchester City’s chief title
rival in the Premier League
this season.
Liverpool twice came from
behind to draw 2-2 at Arsenal
on Sunday, with Mohamed
Salah scoring the second
equalizer in the 81st minute at
Emirates Stadium.
It’s just one loss in 13 games in
all competitions for Liverpool
under new manager Arne Slot
this season. A testing past
week has seen the Reds beat
Chelsea 2-1 in the league, eke
out a 1-0 win in Leipzig in the
Champions League, and now
battle back for a draw at
Arsenal - the other likely
challenger for City’s crown.
If Liverpool’s inner belief is

growing, then doubts might be
increasing about Arsenal’s
durability in the title race after
finishing runner-up to City for
the past two seasons.
The biggest concern might be
the list of injuries, to which
defenders Gabriel and Jurrien
Timber were added after they
came off in the second half.
With defensive linchpin
William Saliba missing
through suspension, Arsenal
finished the game with a
makeshift back four and paid
the price as a long ball forward
from Trent Alexander-Arnold
found Darwin Nunez, who
crossed for Salah to sidefoot
home.
It left Liverpool in second
place, a point behind City, and
Arsenal five points off the pace
after nine games.
Arsenal winger Bukayo Saka
said his teammates were a “bit

disappointed.”
“We just felt we didn’t show
our best selves for the 90
minutes,” said Saka, who
opened the scoring in the
ninth minute on his return
from a hamstring injury.
Virgil van Dijk equalized with
a header from a corner, only
for Spain midfielder Mikel
Merino to head in Declan
Rice’s free kick to put Arsenal
back in front.
Salah’s equalizer meant he has
scored against Arsenal in eight
straight seasons and remains
Liverpool’s man for the big
occasion.
As for Arsenal manager Mikel
Arteta, he was left to bemoan
his team’s lack of “courage” in
the second half as the
attacking intent faded and
defensive injuries told.
By the end, a midfielder,
Thomas Partey, was playing at

right back and 18-year-old
rookie Myles Lewis-Skelly was
at left back.
Arteta said Gabriel, who went
down with a left knee injury,
“can’t run” and would be
assessed.
TEN HAG FRUSTRATED: If
seeing a player miss an open
goal wasn’t bad enough for
Erik ten Hag, the Manchester
United manager then had to
endure the VAR overturning
an on-field decision to give a
stoppage-time penalty that
plunged his team to a 2-1
defeat at West Ham.
Jarrod Bowen converted a
highly disputed penalty in the
second minute of added-on
time after a foul by Matthijs de
Ligt as United counted the cost
of a string of wasted chances,
notably when Diogo Dalot
sidefooted over when faced
with an empty net in the first

half.
“We have to score, we created
so many chances,” said Ten
Hag, whose United team has
lost four of its nine games and
is languishing in 14th place in
the 20-team standings.
Crysencio Summerville put
West Ham ahead against the
run of play in the 74th before
Casemiro equalized for United
at Olympic Stadium.
PALMER SHINES: With an
exquisite pass and the winning
goal, Cole Palmer shone again
for Chelsea in a 2-1 victory
over Newcastle.
It was the England playmaker’s
curling 50-meter pass behind
Newcastle’s defense that sent
away Pedro Neto down the left
to set up Nicolas Jackson for
Chelsea’s 18th-minute opener.
Alexander Isak equalized but
Palmer drove home his
seventh goal of the season in

the 47th to secure the victory
for Chelsea at Stamford
Bridge. With five assists, too,
Palmer has a league-leading 12
goals involvements this
campaign.
“It is the reason why people
pay (to come), they want to see
that kind of player,” Chelsea
manager Enzo Maresca said of
Palmer.
PALACE FINALLY WINS:
Crystal Palace finally claimed
its first league win of the
season by beating Tottenham
1-0 thanks to Jean-Philippe
Mateta’s goal to climb out of
the bottom three.
It lifted the pressure on
manager Oliver Glasner,
whose arrival in February
inspired Palace to a strong
finish to last season but who
struggled to get the best out of
the team in the first two
months of this campaign.
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Chirag Chikkara became
only the third Indian to
become Under-23 world

champion as India capped a
rich haul of nine medals,
including a gold and silver
each, at the age group
tournament here
Chikkara, competing in the
men’s freestyle 57kg category,
eked out a narrow 4-3 in the
closing seconds of the final win
over Abdymalik Karachov of
Kyrgyzstan.
He becomes the second Indian
man, after Paris Olympics
bronze medallist Aman
Sehrawat, to win the gold at the
U23 Championships.
Sehrawat had achieved the feat
in the same category in the
2022 edition of the meet while
Reetika Hooda had become
the first Indian woman to bag a
gold at the tournament when
she won in the 76kg category

last year.
Ravi Kumar Dahiya had also
won a silver in the U23 World
Championships in 2018.
Chikkara reached the final
after a series of dominant
performances, defeating
Gaukoto Ozawa 6-1 in the pre-
quarterfinals, Iunus Iavbatirov
12-2 in the last eight stage and
Allan Oralbek 8-0 in the
semifinals.
India’s medal haul in the men’s
freestyle category also included
two bronze medals, placing the
nation fourth in the team
standings with 82 points,
trailing Iran (158), Japan (102),
and Azerbaijan (100).
India also won two more
bronze in men’s freestyle taking
the country’s medal count in
the category to four that
secured the nation a fourth
place in the team rankings.
Iran topped the team rankings
with 158 points followed by
Japan (102), Azerbaijan (100)

and INida (82).
Vicky defeated former U20
World Championships silver
medalist and European junior
champion Ivan Prymachenko
of Ukraine with a convincing
7-2 margin to win bronze in
the men’s 97kg freestyle event.
It is the highest weight
category at which India have
medalled at this tournament.
Vicky had defeated Merab
Suleimanishvili of Georgia via
fall in round of 16, Radu Lefter
of Moldova 5-0 in quartefinal
before losing to Mahdi
Hajiloueian Morafah of Iran in
semifinals.
Having narrowly missed a final
berth the other day, Sujeet
Kalkal bounced back from
being 0-4 down to beat
Mustafo Akhmedov of
Tajikistan 13-4 and win bronze
in men’s 70kg freestyle.
Sujeet had beaten Georgi
Antoanov Zhizgov 10-0 in
round of 32, Tugsjargal

Erdenebat 7-4 in pre-quarters,
Narek Pohosian 6-1 before
losing to eventual gold
medallist Magomed Basihr
Khaniev 4-8 in the final
seconds the semifinal.
Abhishek Dhaka had earlier
won a bronze as India finished
with four medals (one gold and
three bronze), bettering their
previous year’s performance
where they had bagged two
bronze in the freestyle
category.
The Indian women’s wrestling
team also excelled earlier,
bringing home one silver and
three bronze medals: Anjli
claimed silver in the 59kg
category, while Neha Sharma
(57kg), Shiksha (65kg), and
Monika (68kg) each secured
bronze.
Additionally, Vishvajit More
earned a bronze in the men’s
55kg Greco-Roman category,
rounding off India’s impressive
tally at the championships.

CHIRAG CHIKKARA CLINCHES GOLD AS INDIA SHINES WITH NINE MEDALS
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Salima Tete was named
captain of the 18-member

Indian women’s hockey team
announced on Monday for the
Asian Champions Trophy
scheduled to be held from
November 11 to 20 at the
newly-developed Rajgir
Hockey Stadium in Bihar.
Navneet Kaur will serve as
Tete’s deputy. India enter the
competition with high
expectations, having clinched
the title at last year’s edition in
Ranchi.
The team will face stiff
competition from five other
nations, including reigning
Olympic silver-medallists
China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia,
and Thailand, in the battle for
continental supremacy.
India will open their campaign
against Malaysia on November
11.
Speaking on the team selection
and their preparation for the
tournament, dynamic mid-
fielder Tete said: “It’s an
incredible feeling to lead the
team into another major
tournament, especially as
defending champions.
“We have trained rigorously
and have a strong unit with
both experienced players and
young talent. Our goal is to
defend our title and play with
the same passion and
determination we showed last
year.”
The goalkeeping duties will be
shared between the
experienced Savita and rising
talent Bichu Devi Kharibam.
The defence will be anchored

by a solid line-up, featuring
Udita, Jyoti, Ishika Chaudhary,
Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam,
and Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke.
In the mid-field, captain Tete
will be supported by Neha,
Sharmila Devi, Manisha
Chauhan, Sunelita Toppo, and
Lalremsiami, all known for
their dynamic play.
The forward line-up boasts
firepower with Navneet Kaur,
Sangita Kumari, Deepika,
Preeti Dubey, and Beauty
Dungdung leading the charge.
Notably, Sushila and Beauty
Dungdung make their return
to the team after successfully
completing their rehabilitation.
“We are confident in our
preparation and the chemistry
we’ve built within the team.
Playing in front of our home
crowd is a huge boost, and we
are ready to face tough
competition from the best
teams in Asia,” vice-captain
Navneet said.
“Working alongside Salima has
been great, and we are
determined to make this
tournament a memorable one,”
she added.

INDIA:
Goalkeepers: Savita, Bichu
Devi Kharibam.
Defenders: Udita, Jyoti,
Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke,
Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam,
Ishika Chaudhary.
Midfielders: Neha, Salima
Tete, Sharmila Devi, Manisha
Chauhan, Sunelita Toppo,
Lalremsiami.
Forwards: Navneet Kaur,
Preeti Dubey, Sangita Kumari,
Deepika, Beauty Dungdung.

���������
��������-����
 ��
�����	��5	���4�
������ �����	�����	���

�)�� (6)'�/

Harry Kane scored his 15th
goal of the season as

Bayern Munich eased to a 5-0
win over Bochum in the
Bundesliga to lift some of the
gloom from its heavy
midweek loss at Barcelona.
Jamal Musiala scored a
header and set up Kane’s goal
in Musiala’s first start since
Oct. 2 following a hip injury
in a win that looked like a
return to business as usual for
Bayern following one win
from its previous five games
in all competitions.
“We just want to take a step
forward in every game and we
enjoy scoring goals,” Musiala
told broadcaster DAZN. Of
the 4-1 loss to Barcelona on
Wednesday, he added: “It was
really bitter and it hurt us, but
we’re looking ahead.”
Michael Olise got Bayern

started when he lofted a free
kick over the wall and into the
net in the 16th minute, before
Musiala headed in for 2-0
soon after. Musiala dribbled
past a defender and passed for
Kane to score in the 57th. 
The England captain has nine
Bundesliga goals this season,
making him the league’s joint-
top scorer with Eintracht
Frankfurt’s Omar Marmoush.
Leroy Sané, who’s struggled
for fitness in recent months,
came off the bench to score
his first Bundesliga goal in
nearly a year in style with a
drive into the top-left corner.
Kingsley Coman made it five
with a shot that bounced in

off the crossbar.
Bayern reclaimed top spot on
goal difference ahead of
Leipzig, which had moved up

to first Saturday with a 3-1
win over Freiburg.
A 3-2 loss at Bochum last
season helped lose Bayern

Munich the title, and the
home team nearly took a
shock lead early in Sunday’s
game. Moritz Broschinski
beat Kim Min-Jae to a long
pass and shot past goalkeeper
Manuel Neuer, but his effort
was so lacking in power that
Kim was able to chase it down
and clear it before it crossed
the line.
In the end, it was more misery
for a team which is last in the
Bundesliga and on Sunday
marked exactly five months
since its last win in a
competitive game. 
Bochum fired coach Peter
Zeidler last week after eight
games and no wins in all

competitions, and has named
coaches Markus Feldhoff and
Murat Ural in joint charge
“until further notice.”
UNION BERLIN MISSES
OUT: A tight video-review
offside call in added time
denied Union Berlin a
potential winner that would
have sent it to third place in
the Bundesliga. Union was
held to a 1-1 draw with 10-
man Eintracht Frankfurt.
Mario Götze had given
Frankfurt the lead early on
but Benedict Hollerbach
leveled the score for Union -
though only after VAR
overturned an offside call.
Frankfurt lost defender
Arthur Theate to a second
yellow card in the 77th.
Union is fourth and
Frankfurt sixth.
Also Sunday, Heidenheim is
10th after drawing 0-0 with
15th-place Hoffenheim.

Harry Kane scores his 15th goal of the season
as Bayern Munich cruises to 5-0 win at Bochum
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Sergio Perez climbed into his car
for the Mexico City Grand Prix as

nearly 155,000 fans at his home race
shouted “Checo! Checo! Checo!” in
adoration of the wildly popular
Formula 1 driver. 
It was a critical race for the slumping
Perez - he said repeatedly all
weekend it is his favorite event of the
year - and he knows his job is in
danger because of his lack of
performance. 
Alas, Perez could not deliver for his
hopeful fans or for Red Bull Racing.
After a 17th-place finish Sunday,
team principal Christian Horner
would not guarantee Perez will
finish the season. 
Horner had been emphatic two days
earlier that the contract extension
Perez signed earlier this year was
valid for 2025. But he has
performance clauses in his existing
contract, and when The Associated
Press asked Horner directly if Perez
would finish this season, Horner
refused to endorse the driver for the
final four races. 
“There comes a point in time that
difficult decisions have to be made,”
Horner said. “We’re now third in the
constructors championship.”
Horner did say Perez would be in the
car next weekend in Brazil. 
Horner admitted the Mexican “had a
horrible weekend” that started when
he was eliminated in the first round
of Saturday qualifying, relegating
him to an 18th-place starting
position. Perez was then outside his
box at the start and received a five-
second penalty.
He later got into a wheel-to-wheel
battle with Liam Lawson of Red Bull
sister team RB, and the contact
caused damage that made Perez’s car

uncompetitive. 
A win by Carlos Sainz moved Ferrari
ahead of Red Bull for second in the
lucrative constructor standings and
the two-time reigning champions of
the prize that pays an estimated $150
million is now a longshot to win it
for the third consecutive year. 
Red Bull’s slip in that category is
largely because of Perez’s failures.
He’s eighth in the standings, winless
on the year, and crashed out of three
races. 
“He knows Formula 1 is a results-
based business, and you know,
inevitably, when you’re not
delivering, then the spotlight is
firmly on,” Horner said. “When
anyone is underperforming, there is
always going to be scrutiny on that.
You know, as a team, we need to
have both (drivers) scoring points.”

Max Verstappen has scored 362
points this season; Perez has scored
just 150.
“We’re working with him as hard as
we can to try and support him,”
Horner said. “We’ve done everything
that we can to support Checo, and
we’ll continue to do so in Brazil next
weekend. But there comes a point in
time that you can only do so much.”
Perez, although disappointed with
his weekend, didn’t sound like a
driver worried about his job. 
“This has been a complicated
weekend,” he said. “I always say it’s
my dream to win the grand prix in
Mexico and I’ll try again next year.
After all of the support from all of
these fans, it’s incredible. They have
given me so much, it’s all worth it for
them. We’ll try again for them next
year stronger.”

His future - or lack of one in F1 -
could be a problem for the Mexico
City race, which heads into the final
year of its current contract seeking
an extension. The race this weekend
drew a record 404,958 spectators
and was sold out for the ninth
consecutive year. 
But many of the fans who attend
come to see Perez, and attendance
could slip if he or another Mexican
driver isn’t on the F1 grid. Event
president Alejandro Soberón said
tickets for this weekend went on sale
two weeks after Perez crashed out of
last year’s race seconds after it
started and still sold out in two
hours. 
Tickets for 2025 will again go on sale
in two weeks, and it is unclear if
Perez’s status for next year will be
determined even though Horner

had been adamant Friday he was
under contract for 2025. 
Soberon believes the race will have
high demand.
“There’s very few races who have a
local driver. Everybody of course
would love to have a local driver, but
the first year we did the race here
50% of the fans were in a red T-shirt,
so Ferrari has a wonderful following
here,” he said. “We have no more
capacity. We could have drawn
600,000 if we had unlimited
capacity, we could have another
200,000 here, but we cannot put
them.
“That’s why it sold out so fast in one
year in advance. Probably without
Checo maybe a drop of 20%, 25%,
naturally, (but) still would be a
sellout.”
Soberón also said the Mexico City
Grand Prix is so unique - it
embraces the Mexican culture and
incorporates it in the paddock and
throughout the venue - and is a
destination race for F1 fans outside
of the country. He noted that the
event is a boon for the local
economy, with everything from
hotels, restaurants and
transportation services fully booked
all week. 
“The Mexican crowd, the fandom, is
very strong for F1 in general.
Obviously, Checo is a great
enhancement for this,” he said. “But
Mexico has been very close to the
heart of F1. We have a much better
show on track today to what we had
five years ago. I think competition
and quality of the spectacle at the
track is going to be enough to
sustain the interest of the crowd, so
we as a promoter of the race, we’re
very excited trying to figure out a
way to extend our (F1) contract
regardless of Checo.
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India will be hoping to
resolve their batting
brittleness in their quest to

win the third and final
women's ODI and seal the
series against New Zealand
here on Tuesday. 
It was clear from the first
match, which the hosts won
by 59 runs through a fine
effort by the bowlers, that
India's batting is not in top
shape, and the second one-
dayer underscored that
reality. India's batting went a
notch down on Friday as they
were bundled out for 183
while chasing 260. 
It was a tough target indeed,
but not improbable in nature
as Indian batters succumbed to
spot-on White Ferns bowlers
and to their own indiscretions.
It required a record ninth-
wicket stand of 70 runs
between Radha Yadav and
Saima Thakor to add a touch of

respectability to India's run
chase. 
Even the overall picture is not a
rosy one, as Indian batters are
yet to score an individual fifty
across two matches. 
Radha's 48 in the second ODI

is the highest individual score
from India's side during this
series, and the home team will
require a drastic turnaround in
the final match. 
For that, India's power troika
upfront -- openers Smriti

Mandhana, Shafali Verma and
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur --
will have to fire in unison. It
can have a ripple effect in a
strong-on-paper middle-order
consisting of Jemimah
Rodrigues, Deepti Sharma and

Tejal Hasabnis. 
Mandhana's form continues to
be a bit of concern as she
hardly looked a pale shadow of
her customary gracefully
dominant batter. 
She is yet to reach two-figure
score against New Zealand,
and a series decider could be a
perfect occasion for her to
rewrite the script. 
On the other hand, Indian
bowlers continued their good
effort despite conceding 259 in
the previous match. 
At one stage, the visitors were
87 for no loss in 14 overs and
139 for 3 in 30 overs, but the
Indian bowlers did well to rein
them back and limit to a total
less than 280-290 that at one
stage looked achievable. 
The left-arm spinner Radha
has once again been impressive
with a four-wicket haul to go
with the three wickets she
plucked in the first game. 
She will need to be at her best
once more to keep the free-

flowing New Zealand batters
in check. 
New Zealand have also been
bolstered by the presence of
veteran pacer Lea Tahuhu who
replaced injured Moly Penfold
in the eleven and immediately
impressed with a three-wicket
haul. 

THE TEAMS (FROM): 
India: Harmanpreet Kaur (C),
Smriti Mandhana, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Shafali Verma,
Deepti Sharma, Richa Ghosh
(WK), Pooja Vastrakar,
Renuka Thakur Singh, Radha
Yadav, Meghna Singh, Devika
Vaidya, Amanjot Kaur, Anjali
Sarvani, Taniyaa Bhatia,
Yastika Bhatia. 
New Zealand: Sophie Devine
(C), Suzie Bates, Maddy Green,
Lauren Down, Brooke
Halliday, Katey Martin (WK),
Hayley Jensen, Jess Kerr, Fran
Jonas, Hannah Rowe, Molly
Penfold, Lea Tahuhu, Izzy
Gaze, Georgia Plimmer.
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Pakistan's white-ball coach
Gary Kirsten on Monday

stepped down after
developing a rift with the
country's cricket board within
six months of his
appointment.
The 56-year-old South
African, who coached India
to victory at the 2011 ODI
World, was appointed by the
PCB (Pakistan Cricket Board)
in April end this year.
"The Pakistan Cricket Board
today announced Jason
Gillespie will coach the
Pakistan men's cricket team
on next month's white-ball
tour of Australia after Gary
Kirsten submitted his
resignation, which was
accepted," the PCB posted on
'X'.
Red-ball coach Gillispie,
however, has made it clear to
the PCB that he can only
manage things for the white-
ball tour of Australia which
starts November 4 and is not
interested in a permanent role
as the limited overs coach, a
reliable source aware of the
development said.
"Gillispie has informed the
board they should look for a
replacement for Kirsten for
the white ball games in
Zimbabwe and onwards," he
added.Though the PCB didn't

give the reason for Kirsten's
sudden resignation, the
source confirmed that it was
because he was not involved
when the board announced
the squads for the Australia
and Zimbabwe tours and the
new captain of the white ball
format on Sunday.The PCB
has withdrawn the coaches
selection powers. Selection is
now exclusively the domain of
the selection committee.
"Kirsten was not happy with
the abrupt manner in which
the board took away his
powers in selection and other
team matters and made this
very clear to Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi on Sunday
before sending in his
resignation," another insider
said.
He expressed fear that even
Gillispie might end up
resigning soon as he is also
not happy with the current
shift in how teams are
selected now solely by the
selection committee and
coaches have no role in this.
Kirsten had been working as a
batting coach with the Indian
Premier League franchise
Gujarat Titans before taking
up the role in Paksitan.
The team is riding high on a
come-from-behind 2-1
triumph over visiting England
in a Test series that concluded
last week.
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India's Rayhan Thomas
registered a second top-10

finish on the Asian Tour,
ending up tied-seventh at the
International Series Thailand
after being three off the lead
after 54 holes.
The UAE-based golfer was
unable to replicate the magic
of the second and third
rounds of 63-64 as he shot 2-
under 68 on the final day to
total 16-under. He had four
birdies, three of them
between the 14th and the
17th.
Among the other Indians,
Gaganjeet Bhullar (67)
finished tied 19th and
Karandeep Kochhar (67) tied-
24.
Chinese-Taipei's Lee Chieh-
po finally claimed his maiden
title on the Asian Tour after
sensationally overtaking hot
favourite Peter Uihlein at the
very end. Lee birdied the final
two holes at the Thai Country
Club to beat Uihlein, after the
American had led from the
second day.
The champion, playing in the

penultimate group, fired a
seven-under-par 63 to finish
on 21-under, while Uihlein
closed with a 67 to tie for
second place with Canadian
Richard T. Lee, who carded a
62.
The 29-year-old grew up
playing golf with Kevin Yu, a
winner on the PGA Tour this
year, and sees him as an
inspiration.
For Richard T. Lee it was yet
another near miss. Since the
Tour resumed after the global
pandemic, he finished second
twice, third on three
occasions and has been in the
running on numerous
occasions.
Last week's winner of the
Black Mountain
Championship Michael 'MJ'
Maguire closed with a 62 to
tie for fourth, three behind
the winner, along with fellow
Americans Paul Peterson, in
with a 63, and Christian
Banke, who fired a 64.
The action shifts to next
week's BNI Indonesian
Masters where India's
Gaganjeet Bhullar is the
defending champion.
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In red-hot form, Australian
white-ball wicketkeeper-

batter Josh Inglis is "in the
mix" to make his Test debut
as a specialist batter in the
upcoming Border-Gavaskar
Trophy next month, hinted
chief selector George Bailey
on Monday. 
India, unbeaten in the
marquee series on the
previous four occasions, will
face Australia in a five-Test
series beginning in Perth on
November 21.
"There's no doubt that the
form is really fantastic at the
moment... The ability to
jump back into domestic

cricket and dominate has
been fantastic," Bailey told
reporters.
"I think in different series at
different times of the year, he
would firmly come into the
mix purely as a batter the way
he's been going."
"If the right opportunity
opened up throughout the
summer, in the spots where
we think he's most capable of
performing, I think he'd be
firmly in that conversation as
well." The 29-year-old, who is
Australia's incumbent keeper
in ODI and T20Is, has scored
four centuries in last seven
Sheffield Shield matches.
But with Australian Test
wicketkeeper Alex Carey in

rich form, Inglis has emerged
as a specialist middle-order
batter, but not for the vacant
opening slot, Bailey said.
Australia's move to promote
Steve Smith at the top
following David Warner's
retirement did not work out
and with Cameron Green
ruled out of the India series
because of a back injury,
there's a vacancy alongside
Usman Khawaja.
However, Bailey has ruled out
Inglis for the opener's role.
"I've spoken to Josh on this.
Not in the short term, I don't
think that he's someone that
we would be looking to place
at the top of the order," Bailey
said. Inglis, in fact, is one of

the contenders to lead
Australia's T20I side in the
upcoming three-match series
against Pakistan.All-format
players, including regular
T20 skipper Mitchell Marsh,
are sitting out of the Pakistan
series to prepare for the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.
"We've been really clear that
we are prioritising the
preparation for individuals
around the Test summer and
that will be the first time that
we get that group together,"
said Bailey.
"So, rather than switching
guys in and out and
becoming quite messy, it was
just deemed more
appropriate for a number of
reasons to separate them
out."
This will be Australia's first
Test series in the ongoing
WTC cycle since defeating
New Zealand 2-0 in a two-
match away series in March.

INDIA WOMEN NEED TO RESOLVE BATTING
VULNERABILITIES TO SEAL SERIES AGAINST NZ
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Rinku, Rana shine as UP gain control over Punjab

Rayhan Thomas finishes
seventh in Thailand
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Rinku Singh and Nitish
Rana powered Uttar

Pradesh to a commanding
position against Punjab with
entertaining fifties on day
three of their Ranji Trophy
Group C match here on
Monday. After opener Madhav
Kaushik's career-best 163, the
visitors came up with four
more half-centuries to declare
their first innings for a massive
556/9, taking a lead of 346
runs. At stumps, Punjab were
struggling at 49/1, trailing by
297 runs.
The Kolkata Knight Riders
duo of Rana and Rinku laid
the foundation with a crucial
120-run partnership for the
third wicket. Rana struck an
aggressive 66 off 106 balls,
hitting 11 fours, while Rinku
made 68 off 131 balls, with
eight fours and a six.
Saurabh Kumar joined the
onslaught with a brisk 67-ball
69, smashing three sixes and
five fours, while Shivam
Sharma contributed an
unbeaten 50 off 58 balls,
including four sixes and two
fours, to further frustrate the
Punjab attack.
Harshal, Yuzi lift Haryana past
MP. In Indore, Harshal Patel's
unbeaten 72 at No. 9 and
Yuzvendra Chahal's gritty 27

off 142 balls helped Haryana
secure a vital first-innings lead
over Madhya Pradesh.
Responding to MP's 308,
Haryana ended the day at
431/9, with Patel still at the
crease alongside last man
Aman Kumar (4).
Opener Lakshay Dalal hit his
maiden century (105 off 271
balls), while Dheeru Singh fell
just short of three figures with
a well-crafted 94.
Himanshu Rana (90) also

missed his hundred in the
nineties, but Dalal and
Dheeru's 143-run partnership
for the fourth wicket laid a
solid foundation.
However, a collapse ensued
before Patel steadied the
innings with his resilient
knock.
For MP, left-arm spinner
Kumar Kartikeya was the
standout bowler, finishing
with 4/117.
Kerala fight back after Porel

High 5
In Kolkata, Bengal pacer Ishan
Porel took 5/83 to secure his
fifth five-wicket haul in first-
class cricket, reducing Kerala
to 83/5.
However, Kerala's middle-
order, led by seasoned
campaigner Jalaj Saxena,
staged a resilient recovery to
reach 267/7 at the Jadavpur
Salt Lake Campus ground.
Saxena's fighting 84 off 162
balls, alongside a determined

64 from Salman Nizar, added
140 for the seventh wicket,
frustrating Bengal's bowlers.
Nizar, who faced 205
deliveries, was accompanied
by wicketkeeper-batter
Mohammed Azharuddeen (30
off 48 balls) at close of
play.Porel's disciplined
bowling proved effective on a
flat pitch, where he dismissed
Kerala's new signing Baba
Aparajith for a golden duck
and skipper Sachin Baby for
12.Ton-up Mayank leads
Karnataka to big lead.

BRIEF SCORES
In Mullanpur: Punjab 210
and 49/1; 19 overs. Uttar
Pradesh 556/9 declared; 141.1
overs (Madhav Kaushik 163,
Saurabh Kumar 69, Rinku
Singh 68, Nitish Rana 66,
Shivam Sharma 50 batting).
In Indore: Madhya Pradesh
308. Haryana 431/9; 150.5
overs (Lakshay Dalal 105,
Dheeru Singh 94, Himanshu
Rana 90, Harshal Patel 72
batting; Kumar Kartikeya
4/117).
In Kolkata: Kerala 267/7; 102
overs (Jalaj Saxena 84, Salman
Nizar 64 batting, Mohammed
Azharuddeen 30 batting; Ishan
Porel 5/83) vs Kerala.
In Patna: Bihar 143. Karnataka
287/7; 51 overs (Mayank
Agarwal 105, Manish Pandey
56; Himanshu Singh 4/51). 
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Manchester United fired
Erik ten Hag on Monday

after a troubled start to the
season left the 20-time English
champions in 14th place in the
Premier League and the club's
new leadership unimpressed
with the pace of change under
the Dutchman.
Ten Hag, who was hired in
2022, paid the price for leading
United to just three wins in
nine league games in the
opening months of the
campaign. There have been
four defeats, the 2-1 loss at
West Ham on Sunday being his
last game in charge.
United finished in eighth place
last season, its lowest in the

Premier League era, and
appears to have little hope of
challenging for the title this
campaign. It already leaves the
storied team in danger of
missing out on qualification
for the lucrative Champions
League once again.
“We are grateful to Erik for
everything he has done during
his time with us and wish him
well for the future,” said
United, which added that
Ruud van Nistelrooy, one of
Ten Hag's assistants, would be
taking over as interim head
coach while a permanent head
coach is recruited.
Ten Hag joined from Ajax and
was tasked with the
responsibility of bringing the
good times back to a club that

has been in decline since
former manager Alex
Ferguson retired in 2013.
Despite winning the League
Cup and the FA Cup in Ten
Hag's first seasons at Old
Trafford, United was showing
no sign of improving on its
worst league campaign in 34
years.
Ten Hag only held onto his job
following an unexpected
victory over fierce rival
Manchester City in the FA Cup
final in May and an extensive
end-of-year review by United.
He was then handed a one-
year extension to his contract
to 2026. His departure comes
amid a period of major change
at United under new minority
owner Jim Ratcliffe. 
The British billionaire has
taken over control of United's
soccer operations, with a new
CEO, sporting director and
technical director all installed
in recent months. 
Ten Hag was United's fifth
permanent manager since
Ferguson's departure,
following David Moyes, Louis
van Gaal, Jose Mourinho and
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.
United's next game is at home
to Leicester in the English
League Cup on Wednesday.
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Australia have rested their Test
regulars for their home T20I series

against Pakistan with a captain yet to be
named, choosing to focus on the
marquee Border-Gavaskar series against
India next month.
Australia host Pakistan for three ODIs
starting November 4, followed by the
three-match T20I series, from

November 14.
The series concludes on November 18,
just four days before the first Test
against India in Perth.
With T20I captain Mitchell Marsh,
Travis Head and ODI and Test skipper
Pat Cummins unavailable, Australia are
yet to appoint a captain for the series.
None of the players named in the squad
announced on Monday have captained
Australia in any format before but the

likes of Glenn Maxwell, Adam Zampa,
Matthew Short and Aaron Hardie have
led their sides in the Big Bash League.
Josh Inglis is also in the mix to lead the
side.
Pacers Xavier Bartlett (side strain),
Nathan Ellis (hamstring) and Spencer
Johnson (side strain) return to the
squad after recovering from injuries.
"It is particularly encouraging to have
Xavier, Spencer and Nathan back in the
national setup," said selection chief
George Bailey.
"It's another opportunity for them to
continue to show their ability on the
international stage, as they have done in
the past."
Andre Borovec will serve as the coach
for the team, a position he held during a
five-match T20I series against India that
followed last year's ODI World Cup.

AUSTRALIA T20I SQUAD
Sean Abbott, Xavier Bartlett, Cooper
Connolly, Tim David, Nathan Ellis, Jake
Fraser-McGurk, Aaron Hardie, Josh
Inglis, Spencer Johnson, Glenn
Maxwell, Matthew Short, Marcus
Stoinis and Adam Zampa.
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