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With clear skies, no rain,
and absence of snowfall

in Himalayas and easterly
winds, north and central
India including Delhi has
been warmer than usual so far
in the month of October. The
pleasant ‘wintery’ nip in the
air is missing. The National
Capital Region has been
recording above-normal
temperatures consistently in
the second half of October
2024. According to
meteorologists and scientists,
Octobers in north and central
India are getting
warmer and are
expected to

get worse in the coming years
with fewer Western
disturbances, unpredictable
rains during the monsoon
season, and the larger impacts
of climate change and
changing weather patterns are
to blame.
Earlier, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) had hinted at the
possibility of a severe winter
in North India, especially in
the northwest and central
regions, including Delhi-
NCR. This forecast was linked
to the potential development
of La Nina conditions during
October and November.
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The Narendra Modi-led
government is set to begin the
long-delayed Population Census

in 2025, with a target for completion
by 2026. This will be followed
by a nationwide delimitation
process for Lok Sabha
constituencies, expected to
be finished by 2028.
However, no decision has
been taken yet on whether
Caste Census will also be
carried out along with the general
Census.  
This development comes amid
demands from several Opposition
parties for a Caste Census. However,
the government has not yet made a
decision, and the details of the Census
process are yet to be made public. The
upcoming Census round is expected to
include the usual surveys on religion and
social class, along with counts of General,
Scheduled Castes, and Scheduled Tribes.
According to sources aware of the details, the
Government has not yet taken any decision on
the Caste Census. The process of tabulating
the country’s population will begin in 2025
and is expected to conclude by 2026, following
which the process of carving out
constituencies for the Lok Sabha through
delimitation will begin.
The last Census was conducted in 2011, and
the following round was initially planned for
2021 but was postponed due to the second
wave of COVID-19.The Census cycle is now
set to follow a 10-year pattern, running from
2025 to 2035 and later from 2035 to 2045. 
The Office of the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner had prepared 31
questions to be asked to the citizens during the
Census exercise. These questions include
whether the head of the household belongs to
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe and other
family members as asked in the previous
Census.
"In all probability, the work for the Census and
the NPR will begin early next year and the

population data will be announced by
2026. With this, the Census cycle is likely
to be changed. So, it will be 2025-2035 and
then 2035-2045 and so on in future," said
sources adding all these factors will have
to be looked into

before any
decision is
taken on

delimitation.
The 31

questions to be
asked to each family

under the Census exercise
include the total number of

persons normally residing in the
household, whether the head of the

household is a woman, the number of
dwelling rooms exclusively in possession

of the household, the number of married
couple(s) living in the household among
others. The questions also include whether

a family has a telephone, internet connection,
mobile or smartphone, bicycle, scooter or
motorcycle or moped, and whether they own a
car, jeep or a van. 
The citizens will also be asked what is the
cereal they consume in the household, the
main source of drinking water, main source of
lighting, access to latrine, type of latrine, waste
water outlet, availability of bathing facility,
availability of kitchen and LPG/PNG
connection, main fuel used for cooking,
availability of radio, transistor, television etc.
The Congress, Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
and several other parties have been
demanding that a Caste Census be
undertaken. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP’s)
alliance partners such as Janata Dal United
(JDU) in Bihar have also spoken about the
same, but have not put any pressure on the
Centre. At the central level, the final decision
has been left to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his cabinet. 
The BJP’s other ally, Telugu Desam Party
(TDP), too is of the opinion that the Census
must happen, with Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu actively
advocating for ‘Skill Census’ for the benefit of
the masses, especially the young population. 
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The city of Ayodhya is
abuzz with joy, evoking

the divine splendor of Treta
Yuga, as it prepares to
celebrate a historic Diwali - its
first since child Ram
(Ramlalla) was
ceremoniously enshrined in
the grand temple after 500
years.
The city, which holds
immense significance in
Hindu mythology, mirrors
the jubilance of the day when
Lord Ram returned to
Ayodhya after 14 years in
exile. Today, the festivities
center around the child Ram,
and for the next three days,
Ayodhya will glow with joy,
attracting devotees from
across India to witness this
unparalleled celebration.
Ayodhya’s grand Diwali
celebration kicks off with a
world record attempt,
illuminating Ram Ki Paidi
with 25 lakh earthen lamps on
Chhoti Deepawali.
Accompanying this
spectacular display will be a

laser show, projection
mapping, and a grand
fireworks display,
transforming the cityscape
into a visual feast.
The Deepotsav festivities are
further enhanced by the
active participation of
residents and pilgrims. The
streets and landmarks of
Ayodhya are adorned with
vibrant decorations. The area
from Ram Katha Park to
Saket College, the Saryu
Ghats, and Ram Ki Paidi is a
visual treat, and the Ram
Mandir itself is being
adorned with 50 quintals of
fresh flowers. Grand Toran

gates have been constructed
at all four entrances of the
temple, adding to the festive
aura.
A special highlight of the
celebrations is the Ram
Darbar, set up in Ram
Katha Park, where Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
will assume the role of
Guru Vashishtha to
symbolically coronate Lord
Ram. As evening
approaches, crowds of
devotees and visitors are
gathering to admire the
city’s grand decorations,
capturing each stunning
view with their cameras.
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India on Monday set in
motion the manufacture of

C295- , an ultra modern
tactical transport aircraft-
which can carry troops and
logistical supplies from main
airfields to forward operating
airfields of the country. The
aircraft will be made in
partnership with Spain, and
can also operate on short
unprepared airstrips as it is
capable of Short Take-off and
Landing (STOL). The aircraft
can additionally be used for
casualty or medical
evacuation, performing
special missions, disaster
response and maritime patrol
duties while it can operate
from short airstrips just 2,200
feet long and can fly low-level
operations for tactical
missions flying at a low speed
of 110 knots according to
parent manufacturer Airbus.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Spanish
counterpart Pedro Sanchez
inaugurated the Tata Aircraft
Complex in Vadodara, India’s
first private facility to build
these military planes, where
C295 aircraft will be produced. 
PM Modi and Spanish PM
Pedro Sanchez on Monday
inaugurated the Tata Aircraft
Complex for manufacturing
C295 aircraft in Vadodara.
Noting that the partnership
between India and Spain is
finding a new direction, Modi
said the project would not only
strengthen the relations
between the two nations but
also give momentum to the
mission of ‘Make in India,
Make for the World’. 
PM Modi conveyed his best
wishes to the team of Airbus
and Tata, and also paid
tributes to the late Ratan Tata.
The Airbus C295 is a medium
tactical transport aircraft that

was designed and initially
manufactured by the Spanish
aerospace company CASA,
which is now a part of the
European multinational
Airbus Defence and Space
division. The C295 can also be
used for medical evacuations,
disaster response, and
maritime patrol duties.
The C295 aircraft factory is a
reflection of the new work
culture of New India, the PM
said, adding India’s speed from
idea to the execution of any
project can be witnessed at the
factory, whose foundation
stone was laid in October
2022. Emphasising the focus
on eliminating unaccounted
delays in the planning and
execution of projects, PM
Modi recalled the setting up of
Bombardier train coach
manufacturing facility in
Vadodara as the Chief
Minister of Gujarat.
Metro coaches made in that
factory are being exported, the

PM said, and expressed
confidence that the aircraft
made in the facility
inaugurated on Monday
would also be exported.
Quoting the famous Spanish
poet, Antonio Machado, PM
Modi said, “As we start
treading towards the goal, the
path towards the goal is
created automatically.” 
A decade ago, the priority and
identity of defence
manufacturing was about
import and none could
imagine that defence
manufacturing could take
place on such a large scale in
India, the PM said. “Our
government decided to walk
on a new path and set new
goals for India, whose results
are evident today,” he said. The
transformation of India’s
defence sector exemplifies
how a right plan and
partnership can turn
possibilities into prosperity,
PM Modi said.

India, Spain partnership soars to new heights
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Aday before Dhanteras, the rush at
local markets across the National

Capital is at its peak, and commuters
are finding it hard to get through the
narrow lanes. The jams on the roads
leading to the markets such as the
popular Kamla Nagar, situated near
Delhi University, are a horror story for
those thronging here to buy utensils,
jewellery, silver coins, clothes,
decorative items, flowers, diyas and
accessories for Diwali. Hawkers and
vendors with their shops on either side
of the road for long stretches and
people creating chaos while being on a
shopping spree makes it extremely
difficult for vehicles to wade through.
This market is also situated near
residential colonies, where the
haphazard parking is also a problem
for the local residents.
A shopper said, “Authorities need to
resolve parking issues in residential

colonies, encroachment and
consequent traffic congestion in
markets like Kamla Nagar.” Another
such market is also in the Govindpuri
area where the weekly market, where
day to day items are sold at affordable
prices, on Wednesday creates a
complete breakdown of traffic, making
it extremely hard for not just vehicles
but pedestrians to move.
Further exacerbating the issue, are the
encroachments by vendors who set up
their shops on the roadsides, and the
consumers who lead to limited space
on the road for free flow of traffic on a
street which is situated close to
Govindpuri metro station and
residential apartments.
“I live in Govindpuri extension and
every Wednesday, the roads that are
already narrow due to encroachments
and parking on the roadside become
even worse. There are vendors with
their shops and the customers are
standing on the roads making it very

hard to move,” an office goer said.
Another commuter added that the
increased presence of e-rickshaws also
adds to the misery. “There are so many
in such a small stretch that they jam
the entire road on a day when there is
barely any space for even a pedestrian
to move around,” he added, stating that
when he comes back from office
around 9 pm, it becomes a nightmare
to pass through the area.
As per the Delhi Traffic police, 11 such
points have been identified in the city
where these markets create a chaos
with vehicles getting stranded or
moving at a snail place. In the Eastern
range, they said in the areas of Mother
Dairy, Road No. 57, Pusta Road, and
GTB Hospital Red Light these issues
are prominent.
“There is a weekly market in Mother
Dairy while due to heavy vehicular
movement of Jagatpuri stone market
on Road No. 57 in Shahdara, the traffic
problem arises,” a traffic cop said,

adding that traffic congestion is also
present due to Gandhi Nagar Cloth
market in Pusta road and markets are
on that route of GTB hospital red light
point.
In the Southern range, on BP Marg
(Kotla red light to Andrewj Gunj
signal) commercial shops (timber and
hardware shops) which are located on
both sides of the carriageway. “People
come to purchase the items and park
their vehicles on the roadside as there
is no other option of parking,” he
added. Presence of local markets in
Aurobindo Marg (Adhchini Village)
and IGNOU Road (IGNOU cut to Z-
more) also created traffic jams in the
southern range of the city.
In the Western range of the city, heavy
footfall in local markets in areas of
Uttam Nagar Terminal to Old Palam
Road on Najafgarh Road, Road No.201
in Madhu Vihar to Rajapuri on Sector
3/13 Crossing and Phirni Road
Najafgarh.
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Stranded vehicles, vendor encroachments eat into roadspace
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After the 1984 Operation
Bluestar, the Indian Army

on Monday deployed an
infantry combat vehicle for
the second time in Jammu
and Kashmir to flush out
foreign terrorists from inside
a famous religious place in
Akhnoor. According to
ground reports, after
targeting an Army vehicle in
the Batal area of Akhnoor
early Monday morning, a
group of heavily armed
foreign terrorists stormed a
religious place damaging
several structures. 
The elite commandos of the
National Security Guard
(NSG) were also inducted in
the ongoing anti-terrorist
operation to neutralise a
group of foreign terrorists
holed up in the basement area
of a religious place. In
retaliatory firing, the
religious place suffered huge
damage. 
The Army had deployed
BMP-II, an Infantry combat
vehicle in the operations after
a gap of almost 11 years. The
Army had earlier used tanks
to flush out a group of
fidayeen (members of a
suicide squad) after they
stormed inside the Samba
army camp on September 26,
2013.
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The Centre is likely to
hold a special joint

sitting of both Houses of
Parliament on November 26,
to mark the 75th
anniversary of adoption of
the Constitution. Sources
said the Winter Session may
start from November 25, and
the special joint sitting is
likely to be held in the
Central Hall of the
Samvidhan Sadan (Old
Parliament Building), where
the Constituent Assembly
adopted the Constitution in
1949. The Constitution
came into effect on January
26, 1950.
The joint session is expected
to feature discussions on the
Constitution's role in
shaping Indian democracy,
with participation from
leaders of various political
parties reflecting on the
principles of justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity.
President Droupadi Murmu,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and other dignitaries
are expected to address the
joint session.

Special joint session
to mark Constitution
Day, November 26 
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As the number of hoax
bomb threat messages to

domestic and international
flights crossed over 400,
leading to financial loss up to
Rs 1200 to 1400 crore to
Indian carriers so far. As
many as 410 domestic and
international flights operated
by the Indian carriers have
received hoax bomb threats in
the last 15 days. More than 60
flights of Indian carriers
received bomb threats on
Monday.
Once a flight is canceled or
delayed due to a bomb hoax, a
ripple effect of delays and
cancellations of other flights
occurs adding to financial
losses for not the airline but
the flying public. The event is
not just a safety concern but
also means a costly affair for

an airline.
“The overall financial
damage of the hoax,
including costs for
unscheduled landing,
passenger accommodations,
aircraft grounding, and crew
replacements, is projected
from Rs 25 lakh to Rs 4 crore
per incident,” said an airline
executive, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.
The overall costs escalate
when additional expenses
such as unexpected landing
charges, hotel
accommodations for over 200
passengers and crew,
compensation for missed
connections, grounding the
aircraft for thorough checks,
and arranging a fresh crew
are factored in. Meanwhile,
the airline also faced financial
losses from the disruption of
its return flight schedule.
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Valiant Indian Army dog
Phantom made the

supreme sacrifice on
Monday, during an ongoing
anti-terrorist operation in
the Batal area of  Akhnoor.
So far one terrorist has been
neutralised, while the
operation was
still going on to
flush out the
r e m a i n i n g
f o r e i g n
terrorists.
White Knight
Corps in a post
on X
acknowledged
the supreme
sacrifice. “We
salute the supreme sacrifice
of our true hero-a valiant
IndianArmy Dog,
Phantom”, posted White
Knight Corps on X, adding
“As our troops were closing
in on the trapped terrorists,
Phantom drew enemy fire,
sustaining fatal injuries. His
courage, loyalty, and
dedication will never be
forgotten”. 

Brave Army canine
Phantom martyred

Terrorists target Army vehicle,
religious place in Akhnoor
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We Mohinder Singh S/o 

Sh. Badan Singh Rana r/o 

H.No. 3898 Sector-47-D, 

Chandigarh and Sushma 

Kumar w/o Sh. Mohinder Singh 

declare that our Son Chirag 

Rana are out of our control. We 

disown them from our movable-

immovable property. Concerned 

please note. 

I, Om Parkash S/o Ganpat 

R/o H.No. 413/2/9, Housing 

board colony extension, 

Sonipat, Haryana has disowned 

my son Amit & his wife Shikha 

from my all movable-immovable 

property as they are out of my 

control. In future, if anybody 

deals with them, he/she will do 

at their own risk. 

I, Dilip Chakrabarti S/o 

Sh. P. B. Chakraborty R/o 

House No. 3183, Sector 47-D, 

Chandigarh inform that my son 

Dhruva Chakraborty is out of 

my control. I disown him from 

my all moveable and 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

deal with him at their own Risk. 

I, Arshad Hussain Shah 

S/o Sh.Yameen Shah R/o 

House No 1695-A, Small Flats 

Dhanas Chandigarh inform that 

my son Aftab Hussain is out of 

my control. I disown him from 

my all moveable and 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

deal with him will be at their own 

Risk. 

I, Veena Kumari W/o Late 

Sh. Sunil Kumar R/o House no 

274, New Basti Chandimandir, 

Haryana declare that my son 

Sahil Kumar is out of my control 

So, I  Disown him  from my all 

movable / Immovable 

Properties. Anybody Dealing 

with him at their own risk. 

I, Shakuntla Devi W/o Late 

Sh. Khem Chand Bansal, R/o 

H.No:-# 2149, Sector:- 52 

Chandigarh declares that my 

Son Deepak Bansal and his 

wife Vijay Laxmi (Daughter - In- 

Law) are out of my control , We 

disown them from all my 

moveable and immovable 

property. Anybody dealing with 

them will do so at their own risk. 

I, Om Prakash son of Shri 

Chhajju Ram resident of village 

Sohana, district Karnal state 

that my son Jagbir Singh and 

his wife Anju are beyond my 

reach. I evict them from my 

movable and immovable 

property. In future, anyone who 

deals with them will be 

responsible for it himself. I and 

my family will not have any 

responsibility. 

I, Ravinder Singh S/o 

Gyan Singh R/o Neelkanthi 

Colony, Pipli, Thanesar District 

Kurukshetra, have disown my 

son Jaspreet Singh, his wife 

Ashu Devi, as they are out of 

my & my wife Sunita Devi’s 

control. Anybody dealing with 

them at their own risk. 

I Bachan Kaur wife of 

Gurdeep Singh resident of 

Ward no. 2 Ghanaur Sub Tehsil 

Ghanaur Tehsil Rajpura District 

Patiala has evicted his 

grandson Satnam Singh and  

his wife Manpreet Kaur from   

movable and immovable 

property for being disobedient 

to   and using abusive 

language. The person who 

deals with them will be 

responsible himself. My family 

will have no responsibility. 

म�, िबमला प�ी हीरा लाल 

िनवासी 117/5, हैफेड रोड, नजदीक 

खादी आ�म गली नं. 3, रोहतक �ान 

करती �ं िक म� अपने पु! कृ#, 

पु!वधू नरिगस उफ'  शीनू को मेरे 

कहने-सुनने से बाहर होने पर अपनी 

चल-अचल संपि+ से बेदखल करती 

�ं। भिव. म/ इनसे लेन- देन करने 

वाला 123 4यं िज6ेवार होगा, मेरी 

व मेरे प7रवार की कोई िज6ेवारी नही ं

होगी। 

म� साधूराम पु! �ी हनुमान 

िनवासी गांव िकरढान तहसील व िजला 

फतेहाबाद बयान करता �ं िक मेरा पु! 

अिमत और पु!वधू मनीषा दोनो मेरे 

कहने सुनने से बाहर ह�। म� उन दोनो ं

से संबंध िव=ेद करते >ए उनको 

अपनी चल अचल संपित से बेदखल 

करता �ं। उनसे लेनदेन और 1वहार 

करने वाला 4यं िज6ेवार होगा। मेरी 

और मेरे प7रवार के िकसी अ@ सदA 

की कोई िज6ेवारी नही ंहोगी। 

I, Jiten Chutia is legally 

father of Biju Chutia 

Residence of Village-Bakal 

Bari, Post Office-

Hollowdunga,TO-Dhemaji, 

Tehsil- Dhemaji, PS- Dhemaji, 

District-Dhemaji State-Assam 

Pincode-787057 have 

changed my DOB 01 July 

1959 to 02 February 1965  

vide Affidavit No-

PB74618755003140W  Dated  

28/10/ 2024, Before District 

Court, Gurdaspur (Punjab). 

I, Sarabjit Kaur M/o No. 

14415009W Hav Gurnam 

Singh (Retd.) R/o VPO Berei, 

Tehsil Kahnuwan Distt 

Gurdaspur, State Punjab  

declare that in the army 

service record of my son my 

name is recorded as Sarbjeet 

Kaur which is incorrect but my 

correct and exact name is 

Sarabjit Kaur and DOB is 01 

January 1946 as per Aadhar 

card and Pan Card vide 

affidavit no IN-

PB73157882873107W dated 

26/10/2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Kahnuwan 

(Gurdaspur) 

I, Manraj Shah S/o Late 

Sh. Jai Ram Shah R/o H. No. 

65/1 Makhan Majra, U.T. 

Chandigarh that my date of birth 

in PF Account No. 

100893193061 is wrongly 

mentioned as 05.11.1985 

whereas my correct date of birth 

is 05.11.1987 and my father 

name is wrongly mentioned as 

Ravinder Nath, whereas  the  

correct name is Late Sh. Jay 

Ram Shah. 

I Joginder Kaur Mother Of 

No. JC511598Y Rank Sub. 

Joginder Singh R/O Vill. 

Takhanwadh Distt. Moga 

Punjab India-142053 Declare 

That In My Son’s Service 

Record My Name & D.O.B. Is 

Wrongly Mentioned As Baljinder 

Kaur And D.O.B. 15-11-1962, 

But My Actual Name Is Joginder 

Kaur And Actual D.O.B. Is 01-

01-1952. Which May Amended 

In My Son’s Service Record. 

I Mohinder Kumar 

Bandlish S/o Bas Dev Bandlish 

R/o 15-C, New Lal Bagh 

Colony, Patiala (Pb.) inform that 

my Father correct/complete 

name is Bas Dev Bandlish, in 

some documents wrongly 

written without Surname as Bas 

Dev. 

I, Narinderpal Singh S/o 

Army No 14508562, Sepoy, 

Late Inderjit Singh (UIDAI No- 

452769992939) residence of H 

No- B 0701277, Street No- 03, 

Jagriti Welfare Society, Bhai 

Jarnail Singh Nagar, Sri 

Muktsar Sahib (PB- 152026), 

Declared That in my Late 

father’s Army Service Record, 

My name is erroneously written 

as Narender Pal whereas my 

correct name is Narinderpal 

Singh and my date of birth is 

also wrongly recorded as 15 

Dec 1990 whereas my correct 

date of birth is 15 Dec 1991. All 

concerned please note. 

It is for general information 

that I, Sachin S/o Satyavir 

Singh, R/o H.No. 200, Urban 

Health Centre, Sector 1-4, P.O. 

Hisar, District Hisar-125001, 

declare that name of my father 

has been wrongly written as 

Satbir Singh in my educational 

documents. The actual name of 

my father is Satyavir Singh 

respectively which may be 

amended accordingly. It is 

certified that I have complied 

with other legal requirements in 

this connection. 

I, Narsi Lal Jangir Father 

of Amit Kumar R/o #585, Sector 

64, Mohali have changed my 

name from Narsi Lal Jangir to 

Narsi Lal vide Affidavit No - IN-

CH52809018841223W Dated 

25-10-2024 before Notary, 

Distt. Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Sudhir Madaan S/o 

Gopal Krishan Madaan R/o 

H.No.1572, Behind Purthi 

Hospital, New Housing Board 

Colony, Panipat declare that I 

have change my name from 

Sudhir Kumar Madan to Sudhir 

Madaan, for all future purposes. 

I, Gopal Krishan Madaan 

S/o Mulakh Raj R/o H.No.1572, 

Behind Purthi Hospital, New 

Housing Board Colony, Panipat 

declare that I have change my 

name from Gopal Krishan to 

Gopal Krishan Madaan, for all 

future purposes. 

I, Radhika Madaan W/o 

Sudhir Madaan R/o H.No.1572, 

Behind Purthi Hospital, New 

Housing Board Colony, Panipat 

declare that I have change my 

name from Radhika to Radhika 

Madaan, for all future purposes. 

I, Anita Kumari D/o Ex-

army No. JC-179560 Niab Sub 

Piara Ram R/o Vill. Allahabad 

PO Bassi Purani Distt. Tehsil & 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from K M 

Anita to Anita Kumari and my 

date of birth from 10 Mar 1978 

to 10 Mar 1980. Concerned 

note.  

I, Rajine W/o 

No.14432629H Hav (MACP Nb 

Sub) Rakesh Kumar (Retd.) 

R/o Village Sandhwal, PO 

Hajipur, Tehsil Mukerian, Distt 

Hoshiarpur (Pb), have changed 

my name from Rajine to Rajni. 

My correct date of birth is 

14.01.1988. Concerned note. 

I, Abhishek Viswanathan 

Sivasubramanian S/o 

Sivasubramanian R/o Flat 

No.303, Tower-6, The Palms 

Apartments, HUDA City, Center 

Metro Station, South City-1, 

Sector-30, Gurgaon (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Abhishek Viswanathan 

Sivasubramanian to Abhishek 

Viswanathan. 

I, Satish Bhardwaj Father 

of Ajay Bhardwaj R/o #462, 

Sector 47-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Satish 

Bhardwaj to Satish Kumar vide 

Affidavit No- IN-

CH52850678028605W Dated 

26-10-2024 before Notary, 

Distt. Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Santosh Bhardwaj 

Mother of Ajay Bhardwaj R/o 

#462, Sector 47-A, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Santosh Bhardwaj to Santosh 

Devi vide Affidavit No- IN-

CH52850747220686W Dated 

26-10-2024 before Notary, 

Distt. Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Mamta Bhardwaj 

Spouse of Ajay Bhardwaj R/o 

#462, Sector 47-A, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Mamta Bhardwaj to Mamta vide 

Affidavit No - IN-

CH52850701564994W Dated 

26-10-2024 before Notary, Distt. 

Court at Chandigarh. 

I, Jitender Singh S/o 

Mahender Singh R/o Village 

Ashrafpur Matindu, Tehsil 

Kharkhoda, Sonipat has 

changed my minor daughter’s 

name from Darshty to Drishti. 

I, Prabhjot Singh S/O. 

Satpal Singh R/O. #3162, 

Sector 28-D, Chandigarh. I 

Have Changed My Name From 

Prabhjot Singh To Prabhjot 

Singh Sodhi. 

I, Intazar Ali S/O. Liyakat 

Ali R/O. House No. 366/C, 

Small Flats, Dhanas, 

Chandigrh. In My Some 

Document My Father Name Is 

Wrongly Entered As Liyaqat Ali 

But The Correct Name Is 

Liyakat Ali. 

I Gurmeet Kaur W/o Sh. 

Paramjit Singh Randhawa R/o 

House No. 3459 Sector 71, 

SAS Nagar Mohali Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Gurmeet Kaur to Gurmeet 

Randhawa. 

I, Suresh Singla S/o Sh. 

Lachhman Dass R/o House no 

1295, Sector 15-B, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Suresh Singla to Suresh Kumar. 

I, Veerinder Kaur D/o 

Sohan Singh, W/o Jaspal Singh 

R/o SCF 32, Kabir Park, PO 

Khalsa College, Amritsar, 

Punjab-143002 have changed 

my name from Veerinder Kaur 

to Kaur is my surname and 

Veerinder is my given name. 

I, Gopal Singh Jaur S/o 

Mohinder Singh R/o Bhikhiwind 

Road, Adda Chabhal, Near 

Police Station, Tarn Taran, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Gopal Singh Jaur to Gopal 

Singh.  

I, Gulshan Kumar s/o Sh. 

Mangat Ram R/o Village 

Bikampur, Distt Yamunanagar 

have changed my name from 

Gulshan to Gulshan Kumar. 

I, Sonia w/o Sh. Birju 

Kumar R/o # 101-E, Professor 

Colony, Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from Pooja 

to Sonia w/o Sh. Birju Kumar. 

I, Narender Kumar S/O 

Balwan Singh R/O Savitri Nagar 

Patiala chowk(PC) Hansi Road, 

Jind (Haryana) inform that 

Narender Kumar and Narender 

both are the name of one and 

same person.In my service 

record my name is Narender 

Kumar while in my matric class 

marksheet my name is 

Narender. 

I, Boota Singh father of 

No. 15178610-A NK Mangal 

Singh (Retd.) resident of Village 

Kullian Lubana, PO Dhamian, 

Tehsil Mukerian, Distt 

Hoshiarpur (Pb) have changed 

my name from Boota Singh to 

Buta Singh. My correct date of 

birth is 27.04.1952. Concerned 

note. 

I, No. 15161282F Gnr 

(MACP NK) Naresh Kumar R/o 

Vill. Depur, Moh. Raipur, PO 

Ghagwal, Tehsil Mukerian, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed the name of my son 

from Manish Kumar to Manish 

Dadwal. Concerned note.   

I, Kiran Kumari W/o No. 

15161282F Gnr (MACP NK) 

Naresh Kumar R/o Vill. Depur, 

Moh. Raipur, PO Ghagwal, 

Tehsil Mukerian, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab  have 

changed my name from Kiran 

Kumari to Kiran Bala. 

Concerned note. 

I, No. 2492256A Ex Sep 

Bhupinder Singh S/o Shri 

Sucha Singh R/o VIll. 

Himmatpur PO Dhanoa Tehsil 

Dasuya Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my date 

of birth from 18-06-1979 to 10-

06-1979. 

I, Dinesh Kumar S/o 

Ashok Sant, R/o H. No. 490, 

Sector 20-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Dinesh 

Kumar to Dinesh Sant. 

I, Brite Chutia is legally 

mother of Biju Chutia 

Residence of Village-Bakal 

Bari, Post Office-

Hollowdunga,TO-Dhemaji, 

Tehsil- Dhemaji, PS- Dhemaji, 

District-Dhemaji State-Assam 

Pincode-787057 have changed 

my name from Brite Chutia to 

Bitri Chutia and DOB 01 July 

1964  to 05 January 1967  vide 

Affidavit No-

PB74620127657129W  Dated  

28/10/ 2024, Before District 

Court, Gurdaspur (Punjab). 

I, Biju Chutia Residence of 

Village-Bakal Bari, Post Office-

Hollowdunga,TO-Dhemaji, 

Tehsil- Dhemaji, PS- Dhemaji, 

District-Dhemaji State-Assam 

Pincode-787057 have changed 

my son name from Babu Chutia 

to Tushant Chutia vide Affidavit 

No-PB74621282761893W  

Dated  28/10/ 2024, Before 

District Court, Gurdaspur 

(Punjab) 

I, Seema W/o Deepak R/o 

Village Sunarian Khurad PO 

Rohtak Tehsil and Distt Rohtak 

(Haryana)-124001, India, have 

changed my name from Seema 

Devi to Seema due to wrong 

name record in my husband 

Army Service record. 

I, Ashok Paswan Son of 

Sh. Nirdhan Paswan Resident 

of village Aahpur, District 

Madhubani, (Bihar) - 847223, 

declare that my name is Aratek 

Paswan entered in the 

Employees Provident Fund 

Organization-EPF (EPF 

Account Number-

101298698958). Whereas in 

other government documents 

My name is Ashok Paswan. all 

concerned please may note. 

I, Mino Devi, wife of Shri 

Jeet Singh, resident of Shiran, 

Post Office Pawahan, Tehsil 

Nerwa, District Shimla, H.P., 

hereby declare that I have 

changed my name from Meenu 

Devi (former name) to Mino 

Devi (new name). Henceforth, 

I shall be known as Mino Devi 

for all purposes.  

I Ravish Bhardwaj s/o 

Bhuvneshwar Sharma r/o 

h.no.749 jyoti nagar near st 

marry church Ashand road 

panipat declare change my 

son name From Tajes to 

Aatman Bhardwaj and in future 

my son name is Aatman 

Bhardwaj. 

I Jugal kishor Bhudiraja 

s/o Nihal chand r/o h.no.588 

Block-B Ansal sushant CITY  

panipat declare change my 

name in my documents From 

Jugal kishor to Jugal kishor 

Bhudiraja and in future my  

name is Jugal kishor. 

I Ankur Bhudiraja s/o 

Jugal   kishor Bhudiraja r/o 

h.no.588 Block-B Ansal 

sushant CITY  panipat declare 

change my father name in my 

documents From Jugal kishore 

Bhudiraja to Jugal kishor 

Bhudiraja and in future my 

father name is Jugal kishor 

Bhudiraja. 

I, Kavita Goswami 

(Aadhar No. 4449 2430 9010) 

W/O  Rajesh Kumar R/O  

Ladhot Road, Behind Kvm 

College, Shastri Nagar, 

Rohtak-124001 Declare That I 

Have Changed  My Name 

Kavita Goswami To  Kavita, 

For All Future Purposes.  

I, Munia Choudhary 

Spouse of Rohatash Kumar 

Malik R/o C/o Bhaggamma 

DVM Colony, Ward No 22, 

Devanahalli, Bangalore - 

562110 have changed my 

name from Munia Choudhary 

to Muniya vide Affidavit No - 

IN-CH52849135218783W 

Dated 26-10-2024 before 

Notary, Distt. Court at 

Chandigarh. 

I, Sher Singh Maan S/O 

Hardyal Singh R/O Friends 

Colony Ambala City Distt 

Ambala Haryana I Have 

Chnaged My Name From Sher 

Singh Maan To Sher Singh. 

I, Sandeep Kumar S/o 

Jagdish Chander R/o H.No- 

1277, Urban Estate, Sector-9 

Ambala City have changed my 

name from Sandeep Kumar to 

Sandeep Kumar Gandhi. 

I, Sandeep Kumar S/o 

Jagdish Chander R/o H.No- 

1277, Urban Estate, Sector-9 

Ambala City inform that in my 

passport  my father name is 

wrongly mentioned as Jagdish 

Lal. But all of  my documents 

have my father correct or 

actual  name is Jagdish 

Chander.  

I, Sukhbir kaur is legally 

Mother Gurutej of Singh 

resident of Village churni Distt. 

karnal. have changed my 

name from Sukhbir kaur to 

Sukhwinder Kaur vide affidavit 

date 28-10-2024.Before 

District Courts, Karnal. 

I, Shalini Ahuja w/o 

Harish Kumar r/o h. n.306-R, 

Near Shivaji Stadium, model 

town Panipat have changed 

my name Shalini Ahuja to 

Aishwarya Mehndiratta for all 

future purposes. 

I, Pinki W/o Gulab R/o 

Village Kawi, Tahsil Madlauda, 

district Panipat have changed 

my name from Pinki to Meena 

Rani for all future purposes. 

I, Shammi Kumar S/o 

Gora Lal R/o Tohana road 

Narwana, Distt.Jind. In my 

10th marksheet and other 

marksheets my name is Shimi 

and my father's name is Gori 

lal. Which is incorrect. Correct 

name is Shammi Kumar and 

Gora Lal. 

I, Mohan Saini S/o Ved 

Prakash Saini R/o CIA Staff 

Gali, Narwana, Distt.Jind 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Mohan Lal to 

Mohan Saini. 

I, Bachan Singh Alias 

Bachan Singh Pelia S/O Sujan 

Singh R/O House Number 

14/1, Mithapur Road, 

Dashmesh Avenue, Jalandhar-

II, Jalandhar, Punjab-144022 

have changed my name to 

Bachan Singh Pelia. 

I, Vinod Kumar s/o Dev 

Dutt Chhibber r/o #57, Prem 

Nagar, Karnal (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Vinod 

Kumar to Vinod Kumar 

Chibber. In future I should be 

known as Vinod Kumar 

Chibber. 

I, Nawab Singh s/o 

Baljinder Singh r/o village  

Ichhanpur, Tehsil Assandh 

Distt. Karnal have changed my 

name from Nawab Singh Virk 

to Nawab Singh. In future I 

should be known as Nawab 

Singh. 

I, Darshan Kumar Singla 

s/o Brij Lal r/o #1353, Sector-

13, Urban Estate, Thanesar, 

Distt. Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from 

Darshan Kumar to Darshan 

Kumar Singla. 

I, Satya Narain Sharma 

S/o Chajju Ram R/o House No. 

450, First Floor, Near 

Community Center, Sector 20, 

HUDA, Kaithal, Distt. Kaithal 

declares that Satya Narain 

Sharma @ Satyanarayan is the 

one and same person. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Saroj Bala D/o Ramdhari 

R/o Village Gonder, Distt. 

Karnal (Haryana) declares that 

in my 10th class DMC bearing 

Roll No. 2108210053 and 

Registration No. 21-KT-2J-

0053 issued from BSEH date of 

birth is written as 05.05.1980 

that is incorrect. My correct 

date of birth is 05.05.1993. All 

concerned please note. 

I, hitherto known as D S 

Bansal Son of Kuldip Rai 

Bansal residing at H.No.108, 

Rani Ka Bagh, District Amritsar-

143001 Punjab have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 

known as Devi Sharan. 

I, Murari Lal Son of 

Rajinder Parswad residing at 

Village Sirat, PO Mohti Tehsil 

Indora, District Kangra-176403 

Himachal Pradesh have 

changed the name of my minor 

Son Suryansh Sharma Aged 16 

Years and he Shall hereafter be 

known as Aayansh Sharma. 

I Sumanjeet Singh S/o 

Surinder Singh R/o Vpo 

Pheruman Distt. Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Sumanjeet Singh to Given 

name Sumanjit Surname 

Singh. 

I, Jasmeen Kaur W/o 

Sumanjit Singh R/o VPO 

Pheruman Distt. Amritsar have 

changed my name to Jasmeen 

Jaswal 

I, Jagdeep Singh Son of 

Shamsher Singh R/o Vill. 

Purian Kalan P.O. Bal Purian 

Tehsil Batala Distt. Gurdaspur 

Punjab. have declare that 

Singh is my Surname and 

Jagdeep is my Given name. 

I, Princepal Singh S/o 

Sukhwinder Singh R/o VPO 

Bhorchhi Rajputan Tehsil Baba 

Bakala District Amritsar have 

declare that Princepal is my 

Given name and Singh is my 

Surname 

I, Harpreet Kaur W/o 

Onkar Singh R/o H.No.12/82, 

Azad Nagar, Sultanwind Road, 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Harpreet Kaur to 

Harpreet Sandhu 

I, Lovejeet Kaur W/o 

Harpreet Kaur R/o Villaeg 

Maan PO Kathunangal Tehsil 

Majitha District Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Lovejeet Kaur to Lovejit Kaur 

I, Guradita Ram Jajoria 

S/o Jadh Ram R/o Ward No 11 

Nehru Basti Mandi Bariwala 

District Sri Muktsar Sahib have 

changed my name from 

Guradita Ram Jajoria to 

Guradita Ram 

I, Subha Lata is mother of 

No. JC-423381M Sub Pawan 

Kumar resident of Village 

Kanwan, PO Parmanand, 

Tehsil & District Pathankot-

143534 now at 15 Mech Inf C/o 

56 Apo, have changed my 

name from Subha Lata to 

Shubh Lata and date of birth 01 

Feb 1945 to 01 Jan 1941 vide 

affidavit no. IN-

PB74956287070315W dated 

28-10-2024, before Notary 

Public, Amritsar 

I, Kiran Bala Mehan W/o 

Raman Sethi R/o 148 Kamla 

Devi Avenue F.G.C Road 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Kiran Bala Mehan to 

Kiran Sethi 

I, Jatin Gandhi S/o 

Joginder Pal R/o 9-A, 

Sultanwind Doburji Link Road, 

Near New Entry Gate Pyramid 

City Amritsar have changed my 

name from Jatin Gandhi S/o 

Joginder Pal to Jatin Gandhi 

S/o Joginder Pal Gandhi. 

I, Narender Kumar Son Of 

Shri Triloki Nath Resident Of 

Gali No 6 Azad Nagar Yamuna 

Nagar Tehsil Jagadhri Distt. 

Yamuna Nagar I Have Change 

My Name From Nerender To 

Narender Kumar All Concerned 

Note. 

I, Vimala Devi is mother of 

army No. 16013947W, Rank 

Hav, Name Arvind Kumar who 

is serving in Indian Army and 

Permentaly resident of Village 

Kathwala, Tehsil Jagdhri, 

District Yamuna Nagar, State 

Haryana, presently posted with 

4 RAJ RIF C/O 99 APO, 

Dipatott Cantt Ranchi, (UID No. 

778960283668) I declare that I 

have change my from Bimla 

Devi to Vimala Devi and My 

DOB from 1/07/1964 to 

1/02/1963 All concerned note. 

I Firdoosh Kausher is 

legally wedded spouse of No. 

JC-859294X Rank Nb/Sub 

Jaffar Alam Presently Residing 

at Ward no. 7, Thana Mufasil 

Bettiah, Bishabharpur West 

Champaran, Bihar 845459. 

have changed my Name from 

Firdoosh Kausher To Firdos 

Begam & Changed my DOB 

from 05.08.1985 To 

25.10.1989. 

I Surjit Singh S/o 

Bhupinder Singh R/o 20/21, 

Tagore Garden, Ambala 

Cantt.have changed my Name 

from Surjit Singh To Surjit Singh 

Bhatia. 

I hitherto known as I Sarita 

W/o Chander Pal R/o 90, Top 

Khana Parade, Plot no. 65/57, 

Ambala Cantt, P.O Ambala, 

Haryana 133001 have changed 

my Name and shall hereafter be 

known as Babli. 

I, Sanju Devi W/o Pardeep 

Kumar, 190 Tribune Colony, 

Kansal, Mohali,  have changed 

name to Sanjana. 

I, Vishal Kumar Saraf s/o 

Sh. Suresh Saraf R/o H.No. 

492, Gali No. 8, Aggarsain 

Colony, Sirsa, Haryana -125055 

have changed my name to 

Vishal Saraf. Concerned note. 

I, Gurdeep Singh S/o Sh. 

Bahal Singh r/o Saraswati 

colony, Rania chungi, Sirsa 

have changed my name to 

Gurdip Singh. Concerned note. 

I, Parmjeet Singh S/o Sh. 

Gurdip Singh r/o Saraswati 

colony, Rania chungi, Sirsa 

have changed my name to 

Paramjeet Singh. Concerned 

note. 

I, Paramjeet Singh S/o Sh. 

Gurdip Singh r/o Saraswati 

colony, Rania chungi, Sirsa 

declare that my mother's correct 

name is Balbir Kaur. Wrongly 

mentioned in my passport as 

Balvir Kaur.  

I, Udeybhan Malhan S/o 

Bhoop Singh R/o House No. 

46-B, New Rishi Nagar, Near 

Bus Stand, Hisar, Haryana 

125001 do hereby declare that 

I have changed my name from 

U.B. Malhan, Udaybhan Malhan 

and Udeybhan to Udeybhan 

Malhan for all future purpose.  

I, Naresh Kumar S/o 

Dharamvir R/o Village 

Shikarpur, Teh. & Distt. Hisar, 

Haryana declare that in my 

school record my name is 

mentioned as Naresh Kumar 

S/o Dharamvir but other 

documents as Naresh Kumar 

S/o Dharambir Singh. In future I 

shall  be known Naresh Kumar 

S/o Dharamvir for all purpose.  

I, Barma Devi W/o Nihal 

Singh R/o V.P.O. Kirtan, Distt. 

Hisar declare that I have 

changed my name from Barma 

Devi to Birma for all future 

purpose. 

I, Shabnam Sharma W/o 

Ajay Kaushik R/o H.No. D-10, 

Near Teacher Club, University 

Campus Thanesar District 

Kurukshetra, I have changed 

my name from Shabnam 

Sharma to Shabnam.  

I, Parveen Kumari W/o 

Deepak Kumar R/o H.No. 1912, 

Sector 5, Urban Estate 

Kurukshetra- 136118, have 

changed my name from 

Parveen Kumari to Parveen. 

I Charanjeet Paul Singh 

S/O Harnam Singh R/O Street 

No. 9, Basant Vihar, Bathinda 

Have Changed My Name To 

Charanjit Pal Singh 

I, Vijayata  D/O Sh. 

Randhir Singh And Wife Of 

Sh.Mukesh Kumar R/O H.N. A-

39 Sector 35 Suncity Rohtak.I 

Declare That Have Changed 

My Name From Vijayata To 

Vijayata Sangwan For All 

Future Purposes 

I Jagtar Singh S/O Ajmer 

Singh R/O Mallan Tehsil 

Gidderbaha Distt Sri Muktsar 

Sahib I Have Change My Name 

Jagtar Singh To Jagtar Singh 

Brar. 

I Sonam Multani W/O 

Chirag Yadav R/O # 129 

Prabhu Prem Puram Ambala 

Cantt (Ambala) Haryana India 

Have Changed My Name To 

Sonam Multani Yadav 

I Tarika W/O Rajinder 

Singh Dua R/O # 774/21 

Panchkula Have Changed My 

Name To Tarika Dua. 

I Gopal Tayagi So Mahesh 

Chand Tyagi House No 2 Vidya 

Nagar, Professor Colony 

Yamunanagar. That I Have 

Change My Name From Gopal 

Tayagi To Gopal Tyagi . 

I Nitu Tayagi W/O Gopal 

Tyagi, Ro House No 2, Vidya 

Nagar, Professor Colony, 

Yamunanagar. That I Have 

Change My Name From Nitu 

Tayagi To Neetu Tyagi 

I Reena Devi W/O 

Mohinder Pal Vill. Naharpur P/O 

Dhoula Khera Teh-Mukerian, 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Minor Daughter 

Name From Kirat To Kirat Kaur. 

I Reena Devi W/O 

Mohinder Pal Vill. Naharpur P/O 

Dhoula Khera Teh-Mukerian, 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Minor Son 

Harman To Harman Singh 

I Akashdeep Singh S/O 

Daya Singh # R/O 2511 Vpo 

Sonkera Tehsil Nilokheri  Karnal 

And Currently Residing   At 

15553 Senita Ln, Fishers , In 

46037 Usa. I Have Changed My 

Name From Akashdeep To 

Akashdeep Singh In Future I 

Will Be  Known  As Akashdeep 

Singh. All Concerned Noted. 

I Mohd. Aaftab S/O Tahir 

Ahmed Resident Of House No. 

2311 New Indira Colony 

Manimajra Chandigarh, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Mohd. Aaftab To Raju. 

I Chanchal Singh Gulati 

S/O Harbans Singh R/O # 78 

Savitri Tower-4, Sector 91, 

Mohali Declare That Chanchal 

Singh Gulati And Chanchal 

Singh Are One And The Same 

Person. All Concerned Please 

Note. 

I Sandeep Singh S/O 

Jaswinder Singh R/O Vpo 

Sheron Nigah Tehsil Baba 

Bakala Distt Amritsar Rural 

Punjab I Have Changed My 

Name  From Sandeep Singh To 

Sandeep Is My Given Name 

And Singh Is My Surname 

I, Harmandeep Singh Son 

Of Sajjan Singh, Holder Of 

Indian Passport No. M2450645, 

Issued At Amritsar On 29 

September 2014, Permanent 

Resident Of Chabhal, Tarn 

Taran, Punjab And Presently 

Residing At 91 Prairie Springs 

Bay,Winnipeg,Manitoba R2r2z6 

Do Hereby Change My Name 

From Harmandeep Singh To 

Harmandeep Singh Dhillon, 

With Immidiate Effect. 

I Dharmvir S/O Sh. 

Sardari Lal, R/O# 79 Kamla 

Nagar. Yamuna Nagar 

(Haryana) . That I Have 

Change My Name From 

Dharmvir To Dharamvir And In 

Future I Will Be Called/Known 

As Dharamvir. 

I, Gangishwari w/o Ajay 

Kumar R/o H.No 65, Sector 

21B, Gandhi Nagar, Mandi 

Gobindgarh, Tehsil Amloh, 

District Fatehgarh Sahib. Have 

Changed my name from 

Gangishwari to Gangeishwari 

Garg. 

I, Sreedharan R V is 

legally Father of Service No. 

16133653Y Rank: SPR Name: 

Aswin R V residing at Village 

Payyoli Post Kizhur, Taluk 

Koyilandy, Distt. Kozhikode 

(State) Kerala Pin- 673522, 

have changed my name from 

Sreedharan R to Sreedharan R 

V. 

I, Valliyammal Perumal is 

legally Mother of Service No. 

16116290K Rank: NK Name: 

Seenuvasan P Residing at 

Village Nochaloor Post 

Nochaloor, Taluk 

Melmalayanur, Distt. 

Villuppuram (State) Tamil Nadu 

Pin -604201, have changed my 

name from Valliyammal to 

Valliyammal Perumal. 

I, Perumal is legally Father 

of Service No. 16116290K 

Rank: NK Name: Seenuvasan 

P Residing at Village Nochaloor 

Post Nochaloor, Taluk 

Melmalayanur, Distt. 

Villuppuram (State) Tamil Nadu 

Pin -604201, have changed my 

name from P Perumal to 

Perumal. 

I, Harjeet Singh S/o Sucha 

Singh R/o H.No. 17D/18D, 

Darshan Colony, Patiala 

(Punjab) have changed my 

name from Harjit Singh to 

Harjeet Singh. 

I, Himmat Singh son of 

Army No 4477713X Ex Nk 

Balwinder Singh Resident of 

VPO Jhoke Hari Har Tehsil and 

Distt Ferozepur, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Himmat Singh to Himat Singh 

and also changed my date of 

birth from 18 Nov 2001 to 17 

Oct 2001 in my father Army 

Service Records as per affidavit 

dated 19 Oct 2024. 

I, Shila Kaur wife of Late 

Sh Darshan Singh and Mother 

of Army No 4477713X Ex Nk 

Balwinder Singh Resident of 

VPO Jhoke Hari Har Tehsil and 

Distt Ferozepur, Punjab have 

changed my name from Shila 

Kaur to Sheela Kaur and also 

changed my date of birth from 

16 Jan 1952 to 09 Jul 1944 in 

my son Army Service Records 

as per affidavit dated 19 Oct 

2024. 

I, Shankuntla Devi spouse 

of No. 11161247A Rank Ex Hav 

(Hony Nb Sub) Name Ram 

Dhan presently residing at VPO 

- Ranipur, Tehsil – Pathankot, 

Distt - Pathankot, State – 

Punjab have changed  my 

name from Shankuntla Devi to 

Shakuntla Devi vide IN-

PB73298694574026W Dated 

23-10-2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Renuka Devi Is Spouse 

Of Dinesh Kumar R/O Vill- 

Surah (Suhra), Teh- Jhajjar, 

Distt- Jhajjar, State- Haryana, 

India, Pin-124104. Have 

Changed My Name From 

Renuka To Renuka Devi Due 

To Wrong Name Mentioned 

(Recorded) In My Husband’s 

Army Service Record Vide 

Affidavit Before Notary Public 

District Court Gurdaspur 

Punjab Dated 28-10-2024. 

I, Sukhvinder Singh S/O 

Santokh Singh R/O Village- 

Aujla. Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur, 

Punjab. Have Changed My 

Name From Sukhvinder Singh 

To Sukhwinder Singh. 

I, Saranjit Kaur W/O 

Satnam Singh R/O Balagan, 

Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur, 

Punjab-143520. Have Changed 

My Name From Saranjit Kaur 

To Sharanjeet Kaur. 

I, Jasmeet Kaur W/o 

Amarjeet Singh R/o Vill. 

Banwalipur, Po. Kala Sanghian, 

Distt. Kapurthala have changed 

my name to Given name as 

Jasmeet & Surname as Kaur. 

I, Amit S/o Joti Prakash 

R/o H.No.WS-45, Moh. Satran, 

Basti Sheikh, Jalandhar have 

changed my name to Amit 

Dogra, Given name as Amit & 

Surname as Dogra. 

I, Diksha Aggarwal D/o 

Vishal Aggarwal W/o Shubham 

Gupta R/o 143, Ramneek 

Avenue, Pathankot Road, 

Jalandhar have changed my 

surname from Diksha Aggarwal 

to Diksha Gupta, after marriage. 

I, Shreya Mohindroo W/o 

Pranav Bhalla R/o H.No. 371, 

Lajpat Nagar, Jalandhar, Punjab 

have changed my surname from 

Shreya Mohindroo to Shreya 

Bhalla, After Marriage. 

I, Deepak Kumar S/o 

Lakhan Thakur R/o H.No. 129, 

Dilbagh Nagar, Basti Guzan, 

Jalandhar-144002, Punjab have 

changed my name from Deepak 

Kumar to Deepak Thakur. 

I, Amita Kalra W/o Vipan 

Kumar R/o H.No. 506-C, Smart 

Homes, Jalandhar Heights-2, 

Pholriwal, Distt. Jalandhar-

144022, Punjab have changed 

my name from Amita Kalra to 

Amita. 

I, Lakhwinder Singh Alias 

Lakhveer Singh S/o Gurdeep 

Singh R/o VPO. Surkha, Distt. 

Kapurthala have changed my 

name from Lakhwinder Singh 

Alias Lakhveer Singh to 

Lakhveer Singh. 

I, Naveen Kokcha S/o 

Anand Kokcha R/o Jeevan 

Nursing Home, Rohtak Gate 

Chowk, Dadri Road, Near 

Khasa Hospital, Bhiwani have 

changed my name from Naveen 

Kumar Kokcha to Naveen 

Kokcha for all future purposes. 

I, Amandeep Kaur alias 

Balwant Kaur wife of Sh. 

Saravjeet Singh R/o VPO- Kheri 

Dab Dalan, Tehsil Ladwa Distt 

Kurukshetra (Haryana) declared 

that after marriage I have 

changed my name from 

Amandeep Kaur alias Balwant 

Kaur to Amandeep Kaur in 

future all purpose. 

Classifieds
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Pb Govt Eyes ‘Delhi Model’ for Urban
Development ahead of MC elections
PNS n CHANDIGARH

In a strategic move to enhance
urban facilities across Punjab,

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Monday convened an
impactful meeting in New
Delhi with Commissioners
from all Municipal
Corporations of the state.
Joined by Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) supremo and former
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Mann underscored
the Punjab Government’s com-
mitment to adopt the “Delhi
Model,” renowned for revolu-
tionizing civic amenities in
the capital.

The timing of this initiative
is pivotal, as municipal elec-
tions for key cities — Ludhiana,
Jalandhar, Patiala, Amritsar,
and Phagwara — are antici-
pated to be announced short-
ly, and the AAP-led Punjab
Government is actively work-
ing to elevate the state's urban
infrastructure.

The meeting was part of
the knowledge-sharing agree-
ment, established between
Punjab and Delhi in 2022,
allowing for the exchange of
governance strategies between
the two AAP-led administra-
tions. Kejriwal, drawing from
his experience in overhauling
Delhi’s municipal services, pro-

vided insights on successful
urban initiatives, such as waste
management, efficient water
distribution, street lighting,
and advanced citizen services.

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann said: “The basic purpose
of this meeting is to drive
development in the municipal
towns of Punjab and ensure
that residents benefit from
ultra-modern civic amenities
similar to those in Delhi. We
are leaving no stone unturned
to provide these services, and
with the expertise of the Delhi
Government, we are on track
to bring a new benchmark of
citizen-centric services to
Punjab’s cities.” With elections
approaching, Mann and
Kejriwal outlined six priority
areas for municipal officials to
address — road repair, sanita-
tion, street lighting, water sup-
ply, sewerage system improve-
ments, and economic self-suf-
ficiency for local bodies. Mann
emphasized the role of artificial
intelligence in these efforts,
revealing plans to employ AI
for tasks such as monitoring
road conditions for potholes
and dark spots in need of
lighting. “Our aim is to iden-
tify issues with precision,
ensuring repairs and mainte-
nance happen within set time-
lines for the benefit of city

dwellers,” he added.
During the discussion,

road repair and sanitation
emerged as top concerns.
Mann directed the officials to
ensure cleaner streets, efficient
waste disposal systems, and
public safety through enhanced
street lighting in crowded mar-
ketplaces and residential areas.
Kejriwal shared Delhi’s
approach to these issues, not-
ing that public-private part-
nerships and community
involvement have been instru-
mental in improving urban
amenities in Delhi.

Clean drinking water and
efficient sewer systems were
highlighted as core objectives,
with Punjab officials being
advised to streamline water
management to ensure reliable,
potable water access for every
household. Proper sewage dis-
posal remains a priority to
prevent health hazards and
promote hygiene in densely
populated areas. In line with
the Delhi model, Punjab’s
approach will involve sophis-
ticated technological platforms
to send real-time alerts to offi-
cials, ensuring prompt repairs
within three hours for essential
services like street lighting.

To fund these upgrades,
the Punjab Government is
exploring sustainable economic

initiatives to help local bodies
generate independent revenue.
“The Delhi model’s emphasis
on economic resilience will
play a vital role in Punjab,” said
Mann. “By creating self-sus-
taining municipalities, we aim
to build financially stable cities
capable of offering top-quality
services without relying heav-
ily on state resources,” he said.

The renewed focus on
urban development comes at a
crucial moment, as municipal
elections for Ludhiana,
Jalandhar, Patiala, Amritsar,
and Phagwara are expected
soon. Adopting the Delhi
model demonstrates the AAP
Government’s intent to bring
substantial improvements
ahead of the polls, potentially
giving the party an edge by
showcasing visible urban
enhancements to Punjab’s
urban voters. Observers have
noted that this focus on urban
development could be a strate-
gic advantage for the ruling
AAP, as improvements in civic
facilities have long been a
demand from Punjab's urban
residents. By adopting a model
proven successful in Delhi, the
AAP leadership hopes to gain
significant traction, particularly
in urban areas where civic
issues have frequently impact-
ed daily life.

Punjab’s paddy procurement gains
momentum: 2288 millers lifting crop
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

The paddy procurement
process in Punjab on

Monday witnessed an impres-
sive surge in activity with 2,288
millers actively engaged in lift-
ing operations across the state.
The accelerated pace followed
a significant agreement reached
between the Punjab
Government and farmer
unions, which brought
renewed cooperation and
addressed some of the long-
standing issues that had
stymied the process. With over
4.13 lakh metric tonnes (LMT)
of paddy lifted on Sunday,
October 27, the State
Government is optimistic
about surpassing five LMT by
the end of Monday.

In spite of these strides,
farmers continue their presence
along highways, voicing
demands for accountability
regarding past deductions and
greater transparency in pro-
curement. Sanyukt Kisan
Morcha (Non-Political) leader
Sarwan Singh Pandher
expressed the farmers’ guard-
ed optimism following the
agreement. “If the government
backtracks from the commit-
ments, farmers reserve the
right to resume their protests,”
Pandher warned in a public
video message, detailing the

outcomes of recent discus-
sions.

Pandher informed that the
discussions with the Punjab
Government centered around
three primary areas crucial to
the farmers — reimbursement
for “unjust” cut, availability of
DAP fertilizer for the upcom-
ing season, and Centre’s assur-
ance to support.

One of the critical issues
farmers raised was the cuts
applied by millers to their pro-
duce, whether due to grain
quality concerns or other arbi-
trary factors. As per Pandher,
the Punjab Government agreed
that all such cuts would be
examined, and the state would
reimburse farmers facing
undue deductions.

DAP (Di-ammonium
Phosphate), essential for wheat
and other Rabi crops, was
another focal point. Many
farmers had expressed con-
cerns over its availability as
they prepare for the Rabi sea-
son. In response, the
Government assured that
retailers would disclose their
DAP stocks, ensuring a
smoother supply chain and
minimizing the risk of short-
ages. Given the crucial timing
of DAP application, this assur-
ance has brought relief to farm-
ers, who feared a repeat of pre-
vious delays in fertilizer distri-
bution.

Pandher also highlighted a
statement from the Union
Minister Pralhad Joshi, affirm-
ing the Centre’s support for
Punjab’s farmers and assuring
that each grain would be lift-
ed. “We welcome the Centre’s
support, but we remain vigi-
lant,” Pandher remarked,
attributing past issues partly to
strained relationships between
mill owners and the Central
Government. Farmers hope
that the Central and state-
level cooperation will improve,
preventing similar procure-
ment-related issues in future
seasons.

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann has held consultations
with key central figures, includ-
ing Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Union Fertilizer
Minister JP Nadda, to advocate
for Punjab’s farmers and seek
support for uninterrupted pro-
curement. The Chief Minister
highlighted critical issues
impacting farmers, such as
challenges faced by arhtiyas
(commission agents), which
play a pivotal role in the state’s
agricultural ecosystem. The
outcome has been positive,
with the state government
enacting measures to reduce
costs and enhance flexibility for
millers. One significant change
is the reduction in the Release
Order (RO) fee from Rs 50 to
Rs 10 per ton for surplus

paddy. Additionally, millers
now have the flexibility to pro-
cure paddy from any location
within their assigned district, a
move expected to reduce delays
and increase lifting speed.
Previously, strict district-wise
zoning limited these opera-
tions, resulting in logistical
hurdles. These modifications
are already showing results, as
evidenced by the significant
lifting figures reported.

Punjab’s Food, Civil
Supplies, and Consumer
Affairs Minister Lal Chand
Kataruchak on Monday
revealed that nearly 59.79 LMT
of paddy had arrived in
Punjab’s mandis, with 54.98
LMT procured to date. “Punjab
is advancing swiftly towards
meeting its procurement tar-
get,” Kataruchak said.

Lifting, too, has gained
significant traction, with a
record 4.13 LMT of paddy
lifted in a single day on
October 27, bringing the total
lifted to over 23.3 LMT. The
government has ensured time-
ly payments, disbursing Rs
7,640.55 crore to farmers, aim-
ing to provide them financial
security in time for Diwali
celebrations. Kataruchak urged
the District Food and Supply
Controllers (DFSCs) to press
forward, confident that con-
certed efforts will lead to a suc-
cessful procurement season.

Hry CM Saini & UP CM Yogi Adityanath
attend Sant Sammelan in Kurukshetra

PNS n KURUKSHETRA

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini and his

Uttar Pradesh counterpart Yogi
Adityanath on Monday partic-
ipated in the Sant Sammelan by
Dera Sidh Baba Garib Nath
Math Saraswati Tirth at
Pehowa in Kurukshetra.

Addressing the gathering,
Saini said that the state gov-
ernment is committed to pre-
serving the rich culture and tra-
ditions of Haryana. He
expressed pride in the state’s
cultural heritage and said that
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, a
grand temple of Lord Shri
Ram has been constructed in
Ayodhya, fulfilling the dreams
of our ancestors.On this occa-
sion, the Chief Minister also
expressed gratitude to the peo-

ple of Haryana for re-electing
the BJP government in the
recently concluded elections.
He said that Haryana cele-
brates the birth and death
anniversaries of saints and
revered personalities at the
state level under the Sant-
Mahapurush Vichar Samman

and Prasar Yojana.Saini said
that under the Mukhyamantri
Tirth Darshan Yojana, senior
citizens are given the facility of
free travel to religious sites. The
sacred land of Lord Krishna,
where the teachings of the
Gita were imparted, is being
developed, with all religious

sites within the 48 kos being
restored. He emphasized that
the state government has been
preserving culture consistent-
ly for the past ten years. People
worldwide admire Indian cul-
ture and values, and India has
been a ‘Sanatan Nation’.
Welcoming UP CM, Saini
acknowledged  Yogi
Adityanath’s efforts to end
‘jungle raj' in Uttar Pradesh,
making the state safer, espe-
cially for women. Meanwhile,
the Chief Minister also extend-
ed wishes to the people of
state for the upcoming festivals,
Diwali and Bhai Dooj.Speaking
on the occasion,  Adityanath
emphasised on the need to pre-
serve our culture and heritage
and work together to make
India a developed nation by
2047. He praised the double-
engine government under

Chief Minister Saini’s leader-
ship in Haryana for further
accelerating the state’s devel-
opment graph. He congratu-
lated the people for forming the
BJP government for the third
time in Haryana and re-elect-
ing Saini as Chief Minister.

Highlighting the positive
impact of electing good leaders,
which Haryana exemplified by
re-electing Saini, Yogi
Adityanath said that working
selflessly, the BJP government
at the centre and in states is
working equally for all the
welfare of every section of the
society.He said that Sanatan
Dharma is their greatest faith,
enriched by the blessings of
saints, and that the upcoming
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj from
January 13 to February 26 will
be a significant spiritual gath-
ering.

Pehowa-Yamunanagar road to
be made four-lane: CM Saini
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini on Monday said that the road

from Pehowa to Yamunanagar will be
made four-lane to fulfil the old demand
of lakhs of people going to Pehowa,
Kurukshetra, Ladwa as well as Haridwar.
Along with this, bypasses will be con-
structed in Kurukshetra and Ladwa,
relieving commuters from traffic jams. He
was speaking at a programme organised
by BJP workers in Kurukshetra.

Saini said the metro and local train
network will be expanded in the state so
that people can have ease in commuting.
Soon, work will be done to speed up many
road projects in the state. He said direc-
tions have been given to the officers that
whatever problems and work of the citi-

zens are there, they should be resolved on
a priority basis.

He said that instructions have been
given to officers that wherever patch
work related to roads or repair of roads is
to be done under the Ladwa Assembly
constituency, they have to ensure that the
work is completed as soon as possible. He
said solving the problem of every citizen
is the top priority of the government and
our doors will remain open 24 hours for
them.

Speaking at the four-day state-level
Ratnavali Mahotsav at the Kurukshetra
University, Saini said that the Ratnavali
Mahotsav at Kurukshetra University serves
as a remarkable platform to connect the
younger generation with the songs, music,
art, and culture of the state. He highlighted
that Haryana has long been a significant

hub of eternal knowledge, prosperity,
and warrior valor, with evidence of its cul-
tural richness tracing back to the Vedic
period. Ratnavali Mahotsav plays a crucial
role in preserving the culture and tradi-
tions rooted in this ancient era. He further
said that the festival holds great impor-
tance in Haryana’s cultural development
journey, nurturing the state's heritage and
ensuring it is passed on to future genera-
tions. Saini said Kurukshetra University is
among the leading universities in the coun-
try across various domains, including
knowledge, science, research, skill devel-
opment, sports, art, and culture. Few uni-
versities in India are actively working to
preserve their regional and national cul-
ture alongside academic education. The
Ratnavali Mahotsav is aimed at safe-
guarding Haryana's cultural heritage. 

PNS n
AMRITSAR/CHANDIGARH

Shiromani Akali Dal's
Harjinder Singh Dhami was

re-elected as the president of
the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) for the fourth consec-
utive term on Monday. Dhami,
a long-standing loyalist of SAD
and the Badal family, tri-
umphed with 107 votes, while
his primary contender, former
SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur
- a SAD rebel - managed only
33 votes.

The Badal family's influ-
ence over the SGPC dates back
to the 1990s, when the late for-
mer Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal first assumed the
role of its president in 1996.
Following his leadership, the
Badals significantly strength-
ened their control over SGPC,
with several appointments of
their close associates within the
committee.

However, SAD saw a
decline in its political influence
in Punjab following the 2017
state assembly elections.

Recently, internal discord has
surfaced within SAD, with
some leaders calling for the
removal of party president
Sukhbir Singh Badal.

The Akal Takht, the high-
est temporal seat of Sikhs, also
declared Sukhbir a 'tankhaiya'
(guilty of religious miscon-
duct). This internal strife led
the party to decide against
contesting four recent by-elec-
tions.

It was widely speculated
that these rifts within SAD
might impact the SGPC elec-
tion this time.

However, the results told
a different story, with SAD dis-
senter Bibi Jagir Kaur receiving
even fewer votes than in 2022.
This outcome has provided
SAD another opportunity to
reassert its influence over
SGPC, despite the factionalism
within its ranks. 

The election was conduct-
ed at the Teja Singh Samundri
Hall within Amritsar's Golden
Temple complex, drawing sub-
stantial attention due to recent
political friction within the
SAD. The voting process, in

which 142 out of 148 eligible
SGPC members participated,
concluded with Dhami secur-
ing his position. His re-election
was a clear indication of his
sustained influence and his
ability to unite members
despite SAD's internal discord
and the external pressures from
other political factions.
Dhami's leadership has been
pivotal since 2021, and his
tenure has largely been devoid
of major controversies - a qual-
ity that likely played a role in
his re-election.

In his victory speech,
Dhami criticized the perceived
encroachments by external
entities such as the BJP, RSS,
and AAP into Sikh affairs.

He emphasized the need
for safeguarding Sikh institu-
tions and values against what
he termed as "ideological infil-
trations". Dhami underscored
his concern about the weak-
ening Sikh autonomy due to
political interference, a senti-
ment that resonated with many
SGPC members wary of non-
Sikh influences within reli-
gious matters.

In contrast, Bibi Jagir
Kaur, who was previously a
respected leader within SGPC
and SAD, found herself unable
to rally enough support. Her
platform focused on restoring
the independent powers of
Sikh religious leaders and
reducing external political
influence over SGPC deci-
sions. However, her appeal
garnered limited traction,
receiving fewer votes com-
pared to her previous election
attempts.

Following Dhami's re-
election, the SGPC announced
the appointments of Raghujit
Singh Virk as senior vice-pres-
ident, Baldev Singh Kalyan as
junior vice-president, and Sher
Singh as general secretary,
along with an 11-member
executive body.

These positions were filled
without opposition, further
underscoring Dhami's com-
mand over the committee's
decision-making processes.

The SGPC, established
under the Gurdwara Act of
1925, is responsible for the
administration of significant

gurdwaras in Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, and
Chandigarh. While the com-
mittee conducts annual elec-
tions, the Chief Gurdwara
Election Commission has
announced an upcoming gen-
eral election for the SGPC,
expected to be held next year,
which will elect members for a
full five-year term.

This broader electoral
process could bring substantial
changes, especially if emerging
political influences manage to
sway SGPC members or if
internal rifts within SAD per-
sist.

As Dhami embarks on his
fourth term, his leadership
faces both opportunities and
challenges. While the SAD's
internal dynamics continue to
shift, Dhami's re-election sug-
gests that the Badal family's
influence remains steadfast
within the SGPC.

The upcoming general
elections will undoubtedly
serve as a litmus test for Dhami
and SAD's standing within
Punjab's Sikh community. The
evolving political landscape
around the SGPC raises ques-
tions about how the body will
navigate the intersection of
religious autonomy and polit-
ical affiliations - a matter that
remains of paramount concern
to Sikhs across the state and
beyond.

SAD's Dhami re-elected SGPC
chief for fourth consecutive time

Payments of Rs 8931 crore to farmers
for Paddy and Bajra procurement in Hry
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Government on Monday said that the purchase
process of Paddy and Bajra crops is progressing smoothly

in in the state.
For Paddy and Bajra purchase, a payment of Rs.8931 crore has
been made directly into the bank accounts of the farmers out

of which Rs.8084 crore has been paid to Paddy farmers and Rs.847
crore to Bajra farmers. An official spokesperson of the Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer Affairs Department said that the pur-
chase of  Paddy and Bajra in the ‘Mandis’ is ongoing smoothly
during the procurement season. So far 45,50473 metric tonnes
of   Paddy has arrived in various ‘Mandis’.

Out of the total arrival, 43,02418 metric tonnes of  Paddy has
been purchased by the agencies at MSP. Continuous lifting of

Paddy from the ‘Mandis’ is also being ensured. At the same time,
so far 43,0193 metric tonnes of Bajra has arrived in various
‘Mandis’, out of which 41,7771 metric tonnes of Bajra has also
been purchased at MSP. The spokesperson said that due to the
facility of online gate passes this time, farmers are getting a lot
of convenience in selling their crops.

Himachal CM inaugurates Trauma
Centre at Tanda Medical College
PNS n SHIMLA

Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

on Monday inaugurated
Trauma Centre level-II at Dr.
Rajendra Prasad Government
Medical College, Tanda in
Kangra district established at a
cost of Rs. 10.27 crore.
Speaking on the occasion, he
said that Rs. 6 crore have been
spent for procurement of
machinery and equipment for
this Centre, Rs. 1.50 crore for
construction works and Rs.
2.77 crore for other allied ser-
vices.

He said that 95 posts of var-
ious categories had been sanc-

tioned for this Trauma Centre

including one post of
Neurosurgeon, three posts of
Anaesthetists, one post of
Orthopedic surgeon, eight
posts of Casualty Medical
Officers, 40 posts of Staff
Nurse, 16 posts of nursing
attendants, five posts of OT
Technician, four posts of
Radiographer, two posts of
Lab Technician and 15 posts of
multitask workers. 
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The natural resources of
the planet are a trea-
sure directly impact-

ing our environment and
climate. We need to with-
draw judiciously and invest
wisely for sustained growth.
We can incorporate daily
practices to grow this
wealth. We live in a high-rise
condominium complex. 
There was an animated dis-
cussion on the community
WhatsApp group about a
few residents feeding cows
immediately outside the
main exit. This causes the
cattle to assemble when
officegoers are in a hurry to
exit. It is a potential traffic
hazard. 
One gentleman rightly
pointed out that the food
dumped in plastic bags was
also a health hazard. A few
vehement voices of protest
were raised. For them, feed-
ing the bovine was an age-
old tradition. We need to
think differently to address
issues of concern. 
A national campaign for a
complete ban on single-use
plastic was launched a few
years back. Many of our
smaller states have been
conscious of the need for a
long time. I travelled to

Sikkim a few years back. The
shopkeeper rummaged
through his shelves. 
He could barely manage a
few old newspapers to wrap
my provisions. Plastic bags
have been banned in the
state since 1998. We were
also advised to bring empty
bottles since packaged min-
eral water bottles were
banned in north Sikkim.
Individually we fail to be
responsive to the urgent
needs. 
Many residents in our com-
plex still demand plastic
bags from the fruit and veg-
etable vendors and the gro-
cery stores. Despite repeat-
ed instructions, many stores
refuse to do away with sin-
gle-use plastic. My wife has
been carrying cloth bags
for the last 15 years when-
ever she steps out to buy
groceries or vegetables, and
even to the malls. Municipal

authorities in several cities
have successfully imple-
mented the management of
segregated waste at the
household level. I stayed in
Indore for a couple of days
a few years back. I was
intrigued by a song follow-
ing me when I stepped out
for the morning walk. 
I noticed people coming
out of homes with garbage
bags in their hands. It was
the garbage collection vehi-
cle playing the melodious
song. The song exhorted
residents to segregate waste.
The song was also a knock
on the door about the van’s
arrival. I had heard so much
about the unique model of
Indore towards a cleaner
and environment-friendly
city. This was the living
proof. 
I was surprised to notice
construction and demolition
debris stacked in front of the
houses under construction
or renovation. I was told that
the municipal department
collected waste from the
doorstep and disposed of the
same at designated sites. 
All of this has not hap-
pened overnight. Someone
took the first step. Others
joined, to make it a mass

movement. We have been
struggling to implement
waste segregation within
our society for the past 8
years. The rules mandate it.
We still manage to find rea-
sons to justify inaction. 
Even the neighbours are not
doing it, segregation is cum-
bersome, the timing for
waste collection does not fit
into the routine, and an
individual cannot make a
difference, are only a few of
the excuses for not doing it.
The first step is the most dif-
ficult to take. We spent a
couple of days recently in
Alibaug. My wife is passion-
ate about the cause and
does not get disheartened
easily. 
I was surprised when she
remarked, “It seems that we
might not see a cleaner
country in our lifetime!” I
would remind her and oth-
ers about Barack Obama’s
words, “We are the first
generation to feel the impact
of climate change and the
last generation that can do
something about it.”
(The author is an electrical

engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts

classes in creative writing;
views are personal)
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air and water pollution, with the frothing
of the Yamuna river becoming a prevalent
issue. The river already burdened by high
levels of pollution, experiences exacerbat-
ed conditions leading to the infamous froth
during the post monsoon season and the
onset of winter. Every year the festival sea-
son of October and November brings
unwelcome reminders of how devastating-
ly polluted the water and air around the city
remain. 
The Yamuna, one of the main sources of
water for Delhi, is so overwhelmed by
waste that it remains highly unsafe for
bathing or irrigation. At the Okhala bar-
rage, the foaming of Yamuna is the result
of multiple factors including dying water
hyacinths in the barrage that release sur-
factants and the release of untreated waste
water from 18 drains into the river.
Adding to the problem, the Hindon canal,
carrying industrial pollution from sugar
and paper mills in Uttar Pradesh flows into
the Yamuna upstream. While the river has
some natural cleaning ability, the pollution
levels are alarming. 

P Victor Selvaraj  | Tirunelveli
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Madam —Having lost the Haryana polls
to the BJP in the recently held Assembly
elections, Congress has announced giving
up claims for its share of seats in favour of
SP, the lead partner in the INDI alliance
in the state. The withdrawal can be termed
a tactical move from the alliance point of
view, as the Congress hardly has any pres-
ence in the state, holding just two seats out
of 403 seats in the UP Assembly. 
The reason advanced for the move that it
wants to defeat the BJP to save the consti-
tution and reservation does not hold any
water as they have not followed the same
strategy in Kerala in choosing to contest
against CPI (M), their alliance partner in
INDI alliance where as the alliance win-
ning Lok Sabha seat is more important for
their declared objective of ‘saving the con-
stitution and saving the reservation’.
Congress’s priority seems to be projecting
Priyanka Vadra to the limelight.   

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai
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Madam —The Vice President of India has
said that inequities have no place in a soci-
ety ruled by Dharma (October 27). This
statement requires a wider range of discus-
sions and even debates. If his statement
holds good, then the scene prevailing in the
country disproves his statement. As per
Puranas, the society in the country since
ancient times has been under Sanatana
Dharma. Social and economic inequalities
were there, perhaps in their worst forms,
that the persons from certain castes were
not entitled to even enter the areas where
the people of upper castes were living. The
majority of the people were living under
poverty, and dharma recommends provid-
ing alms as an integral part of life. 
The ruling dispensation of this day firm-
ly believes in Sanatana Dharma. But
inequities are abnormally present on the
social as well as economic front. This
negates the statement that links Dharma
and inequities. This also means propagat-
ing Dharma is just an academic course and
has nothing to do with ruling or shaping
society. In most of the countries, religious
scriptures are quoted but not adhered to.
Such discourses seem to be to numb the
victims and keep them under fear of being
punished for raising voices of dissent.
Therefore, if the society has to remain in
peace, the social inequalities should be
removed without any of their traces left
unattended and the policy of the rulers
should be shaped to ensure equal distrib-
ution of national wealth, unlike the present
scene marked by producing one billionaire
every five days and leaving 81 crore poor
to continue to live in poverty with just 5
kg of free rice a month. Religion is an innate
affair, but ruling is a public affair. Let us
not confuse ourselves.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur
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Madam — It is with reference to the news
article “BJP Chief hospitalised after taking
dip in toxic Yamuna”(October 27). In the
months of October and November, Delhi
grapples with the stark dual challenge of
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77. What makes India click? It
is the eternal strength of the
ancient culture that guides
the organisation of the person-
al and social lives of individ-
uals, families and communities
through high moral, ethical
and philosophical inputs that
possess the strength to accept
the universal unity of
humankind.  
It prepares people to value car-
ing for others including nature,
the learned of the past and pre-
sent, and remain ever grateful
to the family, parents, commu-
nity and the nation. The cul-
ture so strengthened exhorts
the individual to remain ever
prepared to sacrifice personal
good for the community good.
The Indic religions accepted,
and propagated the philosophy
of the ‘Search for Truth’ - the
ultimate human pursuit of the
ultimate perfect- by each reli-
gion being one of the many
available paths to reach the
same goal!  If one accepts this
premise, then there is no scope
for any bitterness or any of the
induced, lured or enforced
religious conversions! 
Every Indian, irrespective of
his religious persuasion, needs
to realize that conversions
were not part of ancient Indian
philosophy and thought, as
acceptance of diversity based
on equality makes it irrelevant
and irrational. 
Organised efforts to convert
people to one’s religion were
non-existent before the arrival
of the Abrahamic religions.
The tragedy of the current-day

political discourse in India is
its total concentration on irrel-
evant negativity and its total
targeted focus on votes in
elections. Gandhi ji had men-
tioned in 1922 that ‘defects of
elections’ would weigh heavi-
ly on our people once the
British left India!  
The citizens realise it, but
politicians do not!  Why not
focus on the essentials of
democracy, positive and for-
ward-looking aspects of the
national policies that would
better the lives of the last man
in the line who was the focus
of Gandhi?   The right path to
be followed is known to all
those in power, and also those
eagerly awaiting people’s man-
date to grab the power again! 
Thus, the fact remains that
apart from the memories of
invasions communal hatred
persistently ignited by the
British, India could maintain
social cohesion and religious
amity.   It is also a fact that to
disrupt it, sustained attempts
by the inept religious leaders
to widen the wedge persist.
They exploit the chilling scars
of partition to augment the
perceptions of ‘being different’
between the two communities.
There are external agencies
that openly interfere in dis-
rupting the religious fabric of
India. India opted for a secu-
lar state while Pakistan, creat-
ed on communal lines, opted
to become a theocratic state,
mischievously pretending to
give equal rights to the follow-
ers of other religions. The

partition of Pakistan created
the possibility of minorities
being treated better in
Bangladesh. It has proved a
myth after the recent change of
government here. Hindus are
being subjected to targeted
killing and violence.   Overall,
it seems to be an irretrievable,
human ingenuity could always
find a way out, and it must do
so. I interact with intellectuals
who practice Islam and know
its basic philosophy.  They are
convinced that Islam is being
wrongly understood not only
by persons of other faiths but
unfortunately by numerous
practitioners of Islam, includ-
ing the devout religious per-
sons!  This they tell me unhesi-
tatingly, is because of the firm
foothold of the clergy unwill-
ing to accept that times are
changing fast, and dynamism
is a compulsory component of
human civilisation. 
May be, universal spread of
modern education could help.
Educated young persons shall
have to shoulder a big respon-
sibility. It is the initial home
and family education that sows
the seeds of acceptance of
diversity in the child’s psyche,
and that determines his future
approach and attitude towards
other religions. It is well known
that Pakistan is seriously defi-
cient on this count. India too
has work to do on this front. 

(The writer works in educa-
tion, social cohesion and reli-
gious amity. He is an Atal fel-

low with the PMML, New
Delhi; views are personal)
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It is indeed disconcerting
that every aspect of life in
India is impacted by the
process of garnering votes
in the next election, and the

unscrupulous politician never
hesitates to use it to create a wedge
between people of varied religious
pursuits. I say this as I reflect upon
the Bahraich clashes, these were
indeed communal whether we
like to use that term or not! And
these are a continuation.   Reports
of stone pelting on religious pro-
cessions are now considered rou-
tine, except by the real victims, no
one cares much about what media
reports with adequate caution. 
It is indeed disappointing to
recall that the culture of wasting
time and human resources that
could better be utilised for delib-
erations on national concerns and
issues is deliberately wasted, for
presumed petty political gains. 
When parliament is disrupted,
when the Supreme Court finds
time to listen to frivolous repeat-
ed petitions from politicians who
fight cases on public funds, the
national interest ipso facto gets
relegated to the background.  
One could go on citing instances
of the decline in the conduct of
leaders - exceptions apart - who
enter politics just to look after
themselves, their family and their
clan! They hardly care for the loss
of public credibility of the elect-
ed representatives amongst peo-
ple and the public!  Not many
would even be aware of the res-
ignations of KD Malaviya, TT
Krishnamachari and Lal Bahadur
Shastri?  Over the last seventy-five
years people have learnt to com-
prehend the real intentions of the
politicians of different hues, their
proclamations notwithstanding,
they know who is communal and
who is not!  This incisive analyt-
ical skill emerges from the reali-
sation that India abounds in the
presence of diversity, be it of races,
climate, language, cultures, flora
and fauna, and most prominent-
ly and importantly, of religions
and faiths. The beauty lies in the
presence of harmony, bonhomie
and lasting unity that makes this
nation unique in multiple ways.
It is a robust democracy that was
ushered in after independence
and has survived a couple of
upheavals, uncertainties and even
the dreaded Emergency of 1975-
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Since October 14, airlines have been
receiving threats through social
media and other platforms. Indigo,

Air India, Akasa, and Vistara Airlines are
still receiving these threats, causing con-
fusion at airports and delayed flights. Due
to these rumours, a total of 255 flights
have been affected, leading to an estimat-
ed loss of 600 crore rupees in the avia-
tion sector. This seems to be the first time
such frequent threats have been heard. As

a result, the number of air marshals at air-
ports has increased. 
The rise in social media usage has also
led to an increase in “social issues” or
problems, as those issuing threats are util-
ising these platforms. The Ministry of
Civil Aviation is considering adding
individuals identified for issuing bomb
threats to a “no-fly” list. But what about
the 600 crore loss? There should be a
mechanism to recover damages by seiz-
ing the assets of those individuals or
organisations responsible for such threats.
Stringent action is expected against those
who deliberately disrupt national trans-
portation. Additionally, platforms like X
and Meta play a role in spreading such
rumours, so it’s time for us to decide how
much we should trust social media. 

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai
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World Ayurveda Day,
celebrated each year
on the auspicious

occasion of Bhagwan
Dhanvantari Jayanti, offers a
profound opportunity to hon-
our Bharat’s rich heritage of
health and well-being. This
year, on October 29, 2024, we
come together to recognise
Ayurveda—not just as an
ancient healing practice but as
a living tradition that contin-
ues to inspire and transform
lives worldwide. 
Rooted in the principles of bal-
ance and harmony, Ayurveda
guides individuals to achieve
holistic wellness by under-
standing their unique mind-
body constitution and aligning
with nature’s rhythms. Its time-
less knowledge promotes pre-
ventive care, natural treat-
ments, and a lifestyle that sup-

ports physical, mental, and
spiritual health. Ayurveda’s
reach has grown from ancient
India to touch people across
the globe, embodying Bharat’s
gift of wellness to the world. 
As we celebrate Ayurveda Day,
let us commit to embracing
and preserving this invaluable
heritage. Ayurveda, the revered
“science of life,” represents
one of the oldest and most
comprehensive systems of

holistic medicine. 
Originating in ancient India,
Ayurveda focuses on achieving
balance within the body, mind,
and spirit. In recent years,
Ayurveda has gained remark-
able global recognition, a tes-
tament to PM Modi visionary
approach to integrating
AYUSH practices, including
Ayurveda, with modern
healthcare. 
His leadership, underscored by
the establishment of the
Ministry of AYUSH as an
independent entity in 2014, set
the stage for Ayurveda’s trans-
formation into a mainstream,
globally respected healthcare
approach. The government
has since pioneered several ini-
tiatives to promote and expand
Ayurveda’s reach. Through
partnerships with research
institutions, academic centres,

and healthcare organisations
worldwide, India has empha-
sised evidence-based studies,
technological advancements,
and policy support to bring
Ayurveda to a broader audi-
ence. 
Moreover, the government’s
efforts to encourage innovative
collaborations and cross-cul-
tural exchanges have fostered
an international appreciation
of Ayurveda’s preventive and
holistic benefits. As we witness
Ayurveda’s evolution on a
global scale, its emphasis on
wellness, natural healing, and
preventive care resonates more
than ever, addressing modern
health challenges and reassert-
ing Bharat’s invaluable contri-
bution to the world of medi-
cine and wellness. Ayurveda,
often regarded as the “science
of life,” is deeply rooted in

ancient Indian philosophy,
drawing from the foundation-
al ideas of Sanatan philosoph-
ical schools around the 2nd
century BCE. Its development
was heavily influenced by the
Vaisheshika school, known
for its focus on natural princi-
ples and the categorisation of
elements, and the Nyaya
school, which emphasised
logic, reasoning, and struc-
tured analysis. 
These schools laid a frame-
work that allowed Ayurveda to

develop a systematic approach
to health, emphasising diagno-
sis, observation, and infer-
ence based on natural laws.
Furthermore, Ayurveda’s con-
ceptual foundation aligns with
Samkhya philosophy, a school
that delves into the nature of
existence, consciousness, and
the duality of mind and mat-
ter. Samkhya’s insights into the
interaction between Purusha
(consciousness) and Prakriti
(matter) provided Ayurveda
with a comprehensive under-
standing of the body-mind
connection, integral to its
approach to health and well-
ness. Together, these philo-
sophical influences cultivated
Ayurveda’s holistic view of
human life, wherein health is
perceived as an intricate bal-
ance between mind, body, and
environment. 

This synthesis not only
strengthened Ayurveda’s theo-
ries of doshas (biological ener-
gies) but also fostered an
awareness of how lifestyle, diet,
and mental states directly
impact physical well-being.
Thus, Ayurveda emerged as an
interdisciplinary science, root-
ed in empirical observation yet
deeply philosophical, ultimate-
ly offering a framework of
healing that remains both rel-
evant and insightful in under-
standing modern health.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been a pivotal force
in promoting the integration of
Ayurveda with contemporary
health sciences, fostering a
healthcare model that values
both preventive and holistic
approaches. His vision under-
scores a sustainable healthcare
framework where traditional

systems of medicine, such as
Ayurveda, play an essential role
in enhancing the quality of life. 
This approach aligns with his
broader agenda of sustainable
health solutions for all, recog-
nising Ayurveda’s unique pre-
ventive and curative strengths
rooted in millennia-old wis-
dom. Central to this vision are
initiatives like the National
AYUSH Mission and the estab-
lishment of Ayush Health and
Wellness Centres (AHWCs),
now known as Ayush Arogya
Mandirs. These initiatives aim
to reshape India’s healthcare
landscape, making AYUSH a
socially viable, affordable, and
complementary alternative to
allopathic medicine.

(The writer is Minister of
State for Health and Family
Welfare of India; views are

personal)
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Depsang and Demchok is a wel-
come development, New Delhi
should not let its guard down. It
can do so only at its peril, given
Chinese machinations along the
LAC and its “salami-slicing” tac-
tics to grab disputed territories.
In any case, disengagement is just
the first step with de-escalation
and finally de-induction of troops
being part of India’s roadmap for
the restoration of status quo ante.
It’s also laid out the red line for
Beijing – the need for “peace and
tranquility on the border”. 
What has been equally worrying
for New Delhi is China’s territo-
rial aggression with neighbouring
Bhutan too. It has sought to
bully the tiny Himalayan king-
doms and appropriate its territo-
ry. With such moves posing a
strategic threat to India, the
Indian Army stepped in to block
Chinese troops from building a
road in the Doklam plateau area
near the Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet
trijunction in 2017. The rival
troops had disengaged after a 73-
day face-off, but China has per-
manently deployed troops in
north Doklam since then.
What the Chinese PLA sought to
do in eastern Ladakh with mul-
tiple incursions in the summer of
2020 too was part of its salami-
slicing tactics. Bilateral ties went
into a deep freeze soon after the
bloody clashes in Galwan on
June 15, 2020, which left 20
Indian soldiers and an unspeci-
fied number of Chinese person-
nel dead.
With the slight easing of tensions
now, India will need to tread cau-
tiously. Normalcy in ties seems a
long way off but even some mea-
sure of stability in the relationship
between the two Asian rivals
will be a positive development. 

For India, this is especially impor-
tant as it also has a nuclear-armed
hostile neighbour in Pakistan on
its western borders. A two-front
military challenge can bog India
down in the region, hobbling its
aspiration to be a global power-
house.
The China-Pakistan collusive
axis queers the pitch for India.
With frosty ties with Pakistan,
New Delhi must begin mending
ties with Beijing. Towards this
end, Modi and Xi have agreed to
resume the meetings of the
Special Representatives (SRs) of
the two countries “to oversee the
management of peace and tran-
quility in border areas and to
explore a fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable solution to
the boundary question”.
The SRs mechanism was set up in
2003, with 22 rounds of talks
being held till now. It has not
been met since 2019. However,
given the complexity of the
boundary question and Beijing’s
own feet dragging on a resolu-
tion, the SR mechanism at best
serves as a means for the two
sides to remain in dialogue.
As New Delhi and Beijing work
to bring down tensions, the
boundary question will continue
to bedevil ties. India’s level of mis-
trust of China will remain high
given that it has failed to adhere
to previous agreements to main-
tain peace and tranquility on the
border. 
Beijing, on its part, will remain
watchful and wary of India’s
deepening ties with the US as
well as other Quad members. Its
active role in the Indo-Pacific
construct and Quad – both seen
as a counter to China’s growing
hegemony -- has Beijing worried. 
That said, India knows it has no

option but to deal with China,
owing to its geographical proxim-
ity as well as Beijing’s economic-
industrial clout. The bilateral
economic and trade relations are
heavily titled in China’s favour.
India imported $101.7 billion
worth of goods from China in
2023-24, way more than from any
other country. On the other hand,
India’s exports to China were
worth only $16.7 billion, a mam-
moth trade deficit for New Delhi. 
India depends heavily on imports
from China in many sectors,
like industrial machinery, tele-
com, electronics, electrical equip-
ment, chemicals, pharmaceuti-
cals, iron, steel and the like. In
certain sectors, like pharmaceu-
ticals, Indian manufacturers will
find it difficult to operate with-
out imports from China.
Despite many steps and policy
decisions taken by the Indian
government to move towards
greater balance in trade, more so
after the current border problem
erupted, the imbalance has only
further accentuated. In this, eco-
nomics is trumping politics or
national sentiment.
On the military front, India
should not slacken in dealing
with China with a firm hand, as
it has done since the Galwan
clashes. 
It should also redouble efforts to
push for a resolution of the dif-
ferent issues, including the bor-
der question. With the festering
territorial dispute having long-
term strategic implications for
India, it needs to strike the
right balance between rebuild-
ing trust and proceeding with
caution.

(The writer is a senior journal-
ist who writes on strategic

affairs; views are personal) 

Now that India and China
have reached an agree-
ment on disengagement
and patrolling in Depsang
and Demchok in a step

towards resolving the over four-year-
long military confrontation in eastern
Ladakh, can New Delhi sit back with
a quiet sense of achievement? More
importantly, can China be trusted to do
what it has promised during bilateral
meetings, including the recent one
between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Xi Jinping on the
margins of the recent BRICS summit?
The answer is a firm ‘No’.
For, even though the two Asian giants
have seemingly buried the hatchet for
now with the new pact being endorsed
by their top leaders at Kazan in Russia
on October 22, the yawning trust
deficit that now marks bilateral ties is
unlikely to be bridged any time soon.
To be sure, there is not going to be a
repeat of the bonhomie witnessed
during the Modi-Xi informal summit
meetings in Wuhan and
Mamallapuram in 2018 and 2019,
respectively. When the two leaders met
in Kazan, there was expectedly none of
the warmth seen during the informal
summits. The thaw may have hap-
pened, but a long road lies ahead for
bilateral ties to warm up.
Instead, what Beijing has to deal with
now is a hard-nosed New Delhi that’s
wizened up to China’s perfidious ter-
ritorial aggression. India has done
well in standing up to Chinese belliger-
ence in eastern Ladakh and in convey-
ing to Beijing that it cannot be business
as usual in the face of its brazen flout-
ing of all bilateral border accords. The
ongoing eastern Ladakh military con-
frontation, part of the larger boundary
dispute along the 3,488 km long Line
of Actual Control (LAC), is nowhere
near de-escalation to the pre-April 2020
situation.
While the phased disengagement at
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US voters concerned about post-election violence, efforts to overturn results: AP-NORC poll
�	�� �&'�	�7�,�

American voters are
approaching the presiden-

tial election with deep unease
about what could follow,
including the potential for
political violence, attempts to
overturn the election results
and its broader implications for
democracy, according to a new
poll.
The findings of the survey, con-
ducted by The Associated
Press-NORC Centre for Public
Affairs Research, speak to per-
sistent concerns about the
fragility of the world’s oldest
democracy, nearly four years
after former President Donald
Trump’s refusal to accept the
2020 election results inspired a
mob of his supporters to storm
the US Capitol in a violent
attempt to stop the peaceful

transfer of power.
About 4 in 10 registered voters
say they are “extremely” or
“very” concerned about violent
attempts to overturn the results
after the November election.
A similar share is worried
about legal efforts to do so. And
about 1 in 3 voters say they are
“extremely” or “very” con-
cerned about attempts by local
or state election officials to stop
the results from being finalised.
Relatively few voters — about
one-third or less — are “not
very” or “not at all” concerned
about any of that happening.
Trump has continued to lie
about fraud costing him reelec-
tion four years ago and is again
forecasting that he can lose this
time only if the election is
rigged against him, a strategy
he has deployed since his first
run for office. His allies and the

Republican National
Committee, which he reshaped,
have filed lawsuits around the
country that are a potential pre-
lude to post-election legal chal-
lenges should he lose.
“I thought after January 6 of
2021, the GOP would have the
sense to reject him as a candi-
date,” Aostara Kaye, of Downey,
California, said of Trump. “And
since they didn’t, I think it just
emboldened him to think he
can do anything, and they will
still stick with him.”

Many voters think Trump
won’t concede if he loses:
Trump’s wide-ranging attempts
to reject the will of the voters
and remain in power after his
2020 loss have led to concerns
that he will again fail to con-
cede should he lose to Vice
President Kamala Harris.

Nearly 9 in 10 voters said the
loser of the presidential election
is obligated to concede once
every state has finished count-
ing its votes and legal chal-
lenges are resolved, including
about 8 in 10 Republicans. But
only about one-third of voters
expect Trump to accept the
results and concede if he loses.
Democrats and Republicans
have widely divergent views on
the matter: About two-thirds of
Republican voters think Trump
would concede, compared to
only about 1 in 10 Democrats.
The same concern does not
apply to Harris. Nearly 8 in 10
voters said Harris will accept
the results and concede if she
loses the election, including a
solid majority of Republican
voters.

Democrats and Republicans

divided on who would weak-
en democracy: Members of
both parties have broad con-
cerns about how American
democracy might fare depend-
ing on the outcome of the
November election.
Overall, about half of voters
believe Trump would weaken
democracy in the US “a lot” or
“somewhat” if he wins, while
about 4 in 10 said the same of
Harris.
Not surprisingly, Americans
were deeply divided along ide-
ological lines. About 8 in 10
Republicans said another term
for Trump would strengthen
democracy “a lot” or “some-
what”, while a similar share of
Democrats said the same of a
Harris presidency.
About 9 in 10 voters in each
party said the opposing party’s
candidate would be likely to

weaken democracy at least
“somewhat” if elected.
Kaye, a retired health care sys-
tem worker, called Trump an
“existential threat to the
Constitution”.
One prospect she said frightens
her is that if Trump wins, he
likely will not have the
guardrails in his new adminis-
tration that were in place in the
last one.
Republican voter Debra
Apodaca, 60, from Tucson,
Arizona, said it’s Harris who is
a greater threat to democracy.
She said President Joe Biden’s
administration has placed too
great a priority on foreign aid
and shown a lack of concern for
its own people.
“Our tax dollars, we’re just
sending it everywhere. It’s not
staying here. Why aren’t we tak-
ing care of America?” she said.

“Why should we pay taxes if
we’re just sending it away?”
That lack of concern also
includes the border, she said,
adding that a Harris win would
be “the end to the Border
Patrol.”

The January 6th attack on the
Capitol is a dividing line: 
Part of what divides voters on
their views of American
democracy is the January 6
attack on the US Capitol and
who is to blame. Democrats
and independents are much
more likely than Republican
voters to place “a great deal” or
“quite a bit” of responsibility on
Trump.
Susan Ohde, an independent
voter from Chicago and a
retiree from the financial sec-
tor, said she’s concerned that
“crazy people will buy the mis-

information that they’re given”,
leading to another such attack.
Giovanna Elizabeth Minardi of
Yucaipa, California, said other
issues are more important in
this year’s election. She said her
chief concern is the economy
and feels that high prices, espe-
cially in her home state, are
chasing off businesses and cre-
ating a dependency on govern-
ment. It’s a dependency Harris
wants to continue, said
Minardi, a children and fami-
ly services advocate.
Views about the January 6
attack are not the only ones
where voters split along ideo-
logical lines. Following Trump’s
lead, a majority of Republicans
maintain that Biden was not
legitimately elected. Nearly all
Democrats and about 7 in 10
independents believe Biden
was legitimately elected.
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Donald Trump hosted a rally
featuring crude and racist

insults at New York’s Madison
Square Garden, turning what
his campaign had dubbed as
the event where he would
deliver his closing message
into an illustration of what
turns off his critics.
With just over a week before
Election Day, speakers at the
rally Sunday night labelled
Puerto Rico a “floating island
of garbage,” called Democratic
Vice President Kamala Harris
“the devil,” and said the woman
vying to become the first
woman and Black woman pres-
ident had begun her career as
a prostitute.
“I don’t know if you guys know
this, but there’s literally a float-
ing island of garbage in the
middle of the ocean right now.
I think it’s called Puerto Rico,”
said Tony Hinchcliffe, a stand-
up comic whose set also includ-
ed lewd and racist comments
about Latinos, Jews and Black
people, all key constituencies in
the election just nine days
away.
His joke was immediately crit-

icised by Harris’ campaign as it
competes with Trump to win
over Puerto Rican communi-
ties in Pennsylvania and other
swing states. Puerto Rican
music superstar Bad Bunny
backed Harris shortly after
Hinchcliffe’s appearance.
The normally pugnacious
Trump campaign took the rare
step of distancing itself from
Hinchcliffe. “This joke does not
reflect the views of President
Trump or the campaign,”
senior adviser Danielle Alvarez
said in a statement.
But other speakers also made
incendiary comments. Trump’s
childhood friend David Rem
referred to Harris as “the
Antichrist” and “the devil.”
Businessman Grant Cardone
told the crowd that Harris
”and her pimp handlers will
destroy our country.”
The marquee event reflected
the former president’s tone
throughout his third White
House campaign. Though he
refrained from doing so
Sunday, Trump often tears into
Harris in offensive and person-
al terms himself, questioning in
recent weeks her mental stabil-
ity and her intelligence as well

as calling her “lazy,” long a
racist trope used against Black
people.
The event was a surreal spec-
tacle that included former pro-
fessional wrestler Hulk Hogan,
TV psychologist Dr. Phil
McGraw, former Fox News
host Tucker Carlson, politicians
including House Speaker Mike
Johnson and Reps. Byron
Donalds and Elise Stefanik,
and an artist who painted a pic-
ture of Trump hugging the
Empire State Building.
And that was all before Trump
was to take the stage, running
more than two hours late.
After being introduced by his
wife, Melania Trump, in a rare
public appearance, the former
president began by asking the
same questions he’s asked at the
start of every recent rally: “Are
you better off now than you
were four years ago?” The
crowd responded with a
resounding “No!”
“This election is a choice
between whether we’ll have
four more years of gross
incompetence and failure, or
whether we’ll begin the great-
est years in the history of our
country,” he said.
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Chad’s presidency said at
least 40 soldiers were killed

by unidentified assailants dur-
ing a Sunday night attack on a
military base in the country’s
west. 
President Mahamat Deby Itno
visited the base early Monday
morning and announced the
launch of a military operation
to track the assailants. 
Chad has long battled with an
insurgency in the country’s
west, near the border with

Nigeria. In June nine people
were killed and more than 40
injured when a fire set off
explosions at a military ammu-
nition depot in the capital,
N’Djamena.
In March, an attack the govern-
ment blamed on Boko Haram
killed seven soldiers, reviving
fears of violence in the Lake
Chad area after a period of
peace following a successful
operation launched in 2020 by
the Chadian army to destroy
the extremist group’s bases
there. Schools, mosques and

churches reopened and
humanitarian organizations
returned.
Boko Haram, which launched
an insurgency more than a
decade ago against Western
education, seeks to establish
Islamic law in Nigeria’s north-
east. The insurgency has spread
to West African neighbors
including Cameroon, Niger
and Chad.
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Pakistan’s prominent human
rights lawyer Imaan Zainab

Mazari-Hazir and her husband
Hadi Ali were arrested on
Monday for allegedly creating
a security situation by interfer-
ing in the official work.
Imaan and Ali were arrested
after they tried to remove bar-
riers installed by the police on
the occasion of a recently con-
cluded test match between
England and Pakistan.
“Taking legal action, Islamabad
police have arrested Imaan
Mazari and Hadi Ali as per the
law and regulations for creat-
ing a security risk by interfer-
ing in state duties during an
international cricket team’s
visit,” the police said in a post
on X. A case has been regis-
tered against them, and Imaan

was transferred to the women’s
police station, police said.
Imaan’s mother, former human
rights minister Shireen Mazari,
said that her daughter was
arrested in the morning.
“Imaan Mazari has been arrest-
ed this morning. State fascism
in full swing,” she said in a post
on X.
She claimed that the Islamabad
police on Friday had “swung a
steel barrier deliberately into
her, assaulting her”, referring to
a purported video being shared
on X. She also alleged that the
police action had “injured” her
daughter.It is not the first time
that Imaan has been arrested. 
In August last year, Imaan was
arrested by the Islamabad
police along with former law-
maker Ali Wazir in a sedition
case over a rally made at a
speech.
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The global economic
Commerce and Industry

Minister Piyush Goyal will
discuss ways to increase
cooperation with Saudi
Arabia in areas like renewable
energy, digital infrastructure,
and manufacturing during his
two-day visit, an official
statement said on Monday.
The visit to Riyadh will begin
from Tuesday.
The commerce and industry
ministry said Goyal will
participate in the Future
Investment Initiative (FII) in
Riyadh, a crucial platform that
brings together global leaders,
investors, and innovators.
His participation will
highlight India's rapid
economic growth, its focus on
sustainable development, AI,
and the immense
opportunities in sectors like
renewable energy, digital

infrastructure, and advanced
manufacturing, it said.
On the sidelines of the FII, the
minister will engage with
prominent global investors.
"These interactions aim to
strengthen investor
confidence, facilitate
investment flows, and
promote India as a preferred
global investment
destination," it said.
He will also hold bilateral
meetings with key Saudi
ministers, including the
Minister of Commerce,
Minister of Industry and
Mineral Resources, Minister
of Investment, and Minister of
Energy, to discuss
collaborative efforts in energy
transition, digital
transformation, and trade
facilitation. Further, he will
co-chair the second
ministerial meeting of the
Economy and Investment
Committee under the India-

Saudi Strategic Partnership
Council, focusing on sectors
like agriculture, food security,
energy, technology, and
infrastructure.
India is the second largest
trade partner for Saudi Arabia
whereas Saudi Arabia is
India's fourth largest trading
partner.
The bilateral trade between
the two countries stood at
USD 43 billion in 2023-24 as
against USD 53 billion in
2022-23.
Over 2,700 Indian companies
are registered as joint
ventures/100 percent owned
entities, with investments
worth about USD 2 billion in
the Kingdom.
Major Indian companies and
corporate groups such as L&T,
TATA, Wipro, TCS, TCIL,
Shapoorji & Pallonji have
established a strong presence
in Saudi Arabia.
Saudi direct investments in

India amounted to USD 3.22
billion during April 2000 and
June 2024.
Major Saudi investment
groups include ARAMCO,
SABIC, ZAMIL, E-holidays,
and Al Batterjee Group.
policy agenda has been the
strengthening of India's
financial sector. The
soundness of our banking
system marked by low levels
of NPAs (nonperforming
assets) and enhanced
provisioning for bad loans
reflects the reforms we have
undertaken to improve asset
quality," she said.
She added that by 2047, as
India celebrates 100 years of
independence, "we will have a
chance to define a new era of
prosperity, not just for our
own citizens, but for the
global community as well. 
"India's role in the world is
expanding, and we stand
ready to engage constructively
with the international
community, sharing our
innovations and contributing
to global peace and
prosperity," she said, as she
cited the example of the
COVID-19 pandemic during
which India supplied vaccines
developed and manufactured
by it to nations across the
world.  "The coming decades
will be defined by how
effectively India manages its
demographic dividend,
strengthens its global
partnerships, and navigates
the complexity of a rapidly
changing world," she said.
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Shortage of Cold-Rolled
Grain-Oriented (CRGO)

steel used for making
transformers and electric
motors could impact India's
ambitious power sector
expansion plans, think tank
GTRI said on Monday.
The Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) said that
India's power sector is facing
a 30 per cent shortage of
CRGO steel, essential for
electric motors and
transformers.
With domestic production
meeting only about 10-12 per
cent of demand, India relies
heavily on imports, it added.
It said the immediate cause
of the CRGO steel shortage is
import uncertainty caused by
the delayed license renewals
by the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) for many
foreign suppliers from Japan,
South Korea and China.
Many of the licenses are set
to expire soon, causing
shortages and uncertainty in
the power sector, it said,
adding that foreign suppliers
require BIS certification
under a Quality Control
Order, which ensures quality
but restricts options to a few
approved grades and
vendors.
The entire BIS process needs
an urgent review by
independent auditors, the
think tank said.
"In the long term, India must
prioritise local production, as
CRGO is now considered a
strategic material, and supply
may remain limited. Without
action, this shortage could

jeopardise India's ambitious
energy goals," GTRI Founder
Ajay Srivastava said.
CRGO's grain orientation
reduces energy loss, making
it essential for transformer
cores, which are central to
India's power distribution
network.
In FY 2024, India, one of the
largest consumers of CRGO
steel, required 400,000
tonnes. With only 50,000
tonnes produced
domestically, it had to import
239.2 thousand tonnes from
countries like China, Japan,
Russia and South Korea.
After exporting 11.4
thousand tonnes, only 277.8
thousand tonnes were
available for local use,
leaving a shortfall of 122.2
thousand tonnes, or 30.6 per
cent of total demand, it said.

It added that India's CRGO
demand is expected to grow
by 10-12 per cent annually,
driven by the expanding
power sector and the goal to
integrate 500 GW of
renewable energy into the
grid by 2030.
Srivastava said that the
demand will also grow as the
Bureau of Energy Efficiency
has mandated a star-label
upgrade for distribution
transformers starting
January 1, 2025, pushing the
industry to seek higher-grade
CRGO steel.
"This CRGO shortage could
impact energy and
manufacturing targets. This
shortage also limits India's
transformer and motor
exports. 
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), who

need small amounts of this
steel, are hit hardest, as prices
have soared due to uncertain
supplies," he added.
To address the CRGO steel
shortage, immediate and
long-term measures are
essential, he said, adding that
the BIS should expedite its
approval process for CRGO
imports to prevent license
expirations and ensure a
steady supply.
Additionally, BIS should
expand the list of approved
CRGO grades and suppliers
to support smaller
manufacturers and MSMEs,
who are the most vulnerable
to these shortages, he added.
"At the government level,
support for domestic
production is crucial, and
allowing zero-duty imports
of raw materials for CRGO
production, as seen in
countries like China, the US
and Germany, could boost
local output," it said.
Building a CRGO plant
would require significant
investment ?of around USD
400-USD 600 million for a
facility with an annual
capacity of 100,000-150,000
tonnes and could take 3-5
years to complete, with
potential government
incentives supporting this
development, it said.
The Quality Control Order
(QCO) for CRGO steel,
implemented by the Bureau
of Indian Standards (BIS) in
2020, mandates that all
CRGO steel imported for use
in India must meet specific
performance standards
under BIS certification, it
added.

India and Saudi to discuss
ways to boost cooperation
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Consumers are exploring
both luxury and

sustainable alternatives,
setting the stage for a new era
in the Indian automotive
sector, according to a survey
by Grant Thornton Bharat.
As per the survey -- 'Shifting
Gears: Understanding
Passenger Vehicle Market
Trends', 85 per cent of the
respondents were considering
premium models and there is
an increasing preference for
hybrid vehicles over electric
vehicles (EVs).
The survey gathered insights
from over 3,500 respondents
across the country.
According to the survey, 40
per cent of respondents now
prefer hybrid vehicles,
compared to only 17 per cent
favouring EVs.
In contrast, 34 per cent still
lean toward petrol vehicles,
reflecting the transitional
nature of the market, it said.
This growing alignment with
hybrids suggests that
consumers are exploring
sustainable options, while
waiting for more robust EV
infrastructure and incentives,
the survey found.
Therefore, with hybrid
vehicles gaining traction, they
are expected to act as a bridge,
building consumer familiarity

with alternative technologies
and ultimately accelerating
future EV adoption, it opined.
This trend underscores the
need for automakers to focus
on both hybrid and electric
solutions to meet evolving
consumer expectations and
prepare for a sustainable
automotive future, as per the
survey findings.
"As market dynamics evolve,
automakers must adapt to
shifting consumer
preferences," Grant Thornton
Bharat Partner and Auto &
EV Industry Leader Saket
Mehra said.
Elaborating on further
findings, he noted that the
festive season, which typically
accounts for 30-40 per cent of
annual sales, is critical for the
Indian automotive industry.
However, high inventory
levels, weather disruptions,
and regional elections have
tempered growth this year, he
added.
The utility vehicle (UV) and

sports utility vehicle (SUV)
segments have continued to
drive the market, witnessing
13 per cent year-on-year
growth and now making up
65 per cent of passenger
vehicle (PV) sales, he said.
Despite a muted first half of
FY25, with overall domestic
sales rising by just 0.5 per
cent, the sustained demand
for SUVs and UVs reflects the
growing consumer preference
for versatile vehicles, Mehra
said.
However, inventory levels
remain a challenge, with 7.9
lakh units worth Rs 79,000
crore stockpiled as of
September 2024, he added.
Automakers have an
opportunity to meet rising
consumer demand through
substantial festive discounts,
with nearly 90 per cent of
respondents expecting such
offers, Mehra said.
The survey also found that
subscription models launched
by companies are also gaining
traction.
Besides, there is an increased
demand for safety features in
the car models.
Growing consumer awareness
has shifted the focus to
vehicle safety, with advanced
safety features becoming a top
priority for buyers, overtaking
traditional factors like design
or performance, it said.
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India remains highly
dependent on imports for

minerals critical to
accelerating its energy
transition, with a full reliance
on shipping in lithium, cobalt
and nickel, according to a
report released Monday.
The report, published by the
Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial
Analysis (IEEFA), said that
India's demand for critical
minerals is expected to more
than double by 2030, while
domestic mining operations
may take over a decade to
start producing.
It stresses that India needs a
carefully crafted import
strategy to mitigate potential
trade risks while balancing
international relationships to
secure these essential
minerals.
IEEFA's report examines five
critical minerals (and their
compounds) - cobalt, copper,
graphite, lithium and nickel -
from the perspectives of
import dependency, trade
dynamics, domestic
availability, and global price

fluctuations.
The findings show that India
remains largely import-
dependent for these minerals
and their compounds, with
100 per cent import reliance
for minerals like lithium,
cobalt, and nickel.
"India should strive to de-risk
its critical minerals sourcing
by identifying new
international resources and
expediting domestic
production. 
A concerted effort to partner
with and foster bilateral
relations with mineral-rich
nations should be a priority
for India," said the report's
co-author Charith Konda,
Energy Specialist, IEEFA.
"The country can also explore
investment opportunities in
resource-rich, friendly
nations, such as Australia and
Chile, as well as African
countries like Ghana and
South Africa," he added.
The report said India
depends heavily on China for
synthetic graphite and
natural graphite and it should
explore cooperation
initiatives with countries like
Mozambique, Madagascar,

Brazil and Tanzania which
are some of the highest
graphite producing countries.
"As part of the Global South
cooperation initiatives, these
countries could be favourable
partners for India for
graphite trading," said the
report's co-author Kaira
Rakheja, Energy Analyst,
IEEFA.
India is also highly import-
dependent for copper
cathodes and nickel sulphates
from just two countries -
Japan and Belgium. The
report suggests India could
look at the US, the fifth

largest producer of copper in
the world, to diversify its
suppliers and enhance supply
security.
For minerals like lithium
oxide and nickel oxide, the
dependency is low on one
country, but overall imports
largely come from Russia and
China, both countries with
potential trade risks.
"Developing domestic
lithium refining capacity will
help India integrate with the
global lithium supply chain,"
said Rakheja.
The report also notes the
significant efforts that the

Indian government is making
to improve domestic
production of critical
minerals with the auctions by
the Ministry of Mines and the
planned Critical Minerals
Mission.
"The critical minerals mining
block auctions can serve as an
opportunity for India to focus
on building refining and
processing capabilities to
emerge as a global value-
adding hub," said Rakheja.
"Government support in the
form of viability gap funding
and technology development
will help promote such
auctions and ultimately the
domestic production of
critical minerals. 
"A stable supply of critical
minerals is imperative for
India to achieve its renewable
energy goals," Konda said.
India has committed to
achieving 500 gigawatts
(GW) of non-fossil fuel-
based electricity installed
capacity by 2030.
Currently, the country's
renewable energy installed
capacity stands at 201 GW,
with solar energy accounting
for 91 GW.

�������(
������)�������
��*�������*��	�����+�

	����� ��������	

Shares of solar panel maker
Waaree Energies Ltd on

Monday listed with a
premium of nearly 70 per cent
against the issue price of Rs
1,503.
The stock made its market
debut at Rs 2,550, reflecting a
jump of 69.66 per cent from
the issue price on the BSE. It
further surged 72.98 per cent
to Rs 2,600.
At the NSE, the stock listed at
Rs 2,500, surging 66.33 per
cent.The company's market
valuation stood at Rs
67,866.35 crore.The initial
public offer of Waaree
Energies Ltd garnered 76.34
times subscription on the last
day of share sale on
Wednesday, helped by strong
participation from
institutional buyers.The Rs
4,321.44-crore initial share
sale had a price band of Rs
1,427 to Rs 1,503 per share.
The IPO was a combination

of a fresh issue of equity
shares aggregating to Rs 3,600
crore and an Offer-for-Sale
(OFS) of 48 lakh equity shares
worth Rs 721.44 crore, at the
upper end of the price band,
by a promoter and existing
shareholders.Proceeds from
the fresh issue will be used for
setting up the 6 GW
(gigawatt) of the Ingot Wafer,
Solar Cell and Solar PV
module manufacturing
facility in Odisha. Besides, a
portion will be used for
general corporate purposes.
Waaree Energies, one of the
major players in the solar
energy industry in India, is
focused on PV module
manufacturing with an
aggregate installed capacity of
12 GW as of June 30, 2023.
It operates five manufacturing
facilities with one factory
each, located at Surat, Tumb,
Nandigram and Chikhli in
Gujarat, and the IndoSolar
Facility, in Noida, Uttar
Pradesh.
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)

approved a proposal from Air
India to carry out
modifications in aircraft
interiors in-house as the Tata
Group-owned airline works
on revamping its fleet and
expanding operations.
The full-service carrier has a
collaboration with Tata
Technologies to enhance
aircraft interiors in its fleet.
In a release on Monday, Air
India said the Design
Organisation Approval
(DOA) from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) will enable the
airline to independently make
design changes in-house and
implement modifications to
its aircraft interiors more
efficiently.
"DOA is a transformative step
towards enhancing Air India's
in-house capabilities, which
has been bolstered by
decisions to set up its own
engineering, maintenance
and training facilities. This
will enhance operational
efficiency and make the
airline more self-reliant," it
added.
An official said the approval
will also allow Air India to
offer the services to other

Indian airlines in the future.
Air India is the first Indian
airline to attain this level of
authorisation, accelerating its
ability to execute restoration
tasks for continuous
improvement of its fleet, the
release said.
Air India Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
said the approval reaffirms its
capabilities to maintain the
fleet and commitment to
enhancing the customer
experience of its aircraft
interiors.
"By leveraging our global
aerospace expertise, we are
committed to delivering next-
generation aircraft interiors
that not only meet the highest
standards of functionality and
safety but also enhance
customer satisfaction," Tata
Technologies Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director Warren Harris said.
The approval also comes at a
time when Air India is
retrofitting its legacy planes

and has also placed
significant orders for new
aircraft.
According to the release on
Monday, the partnership with
Tata Technologies will help
Air India streamline its
operations by integrating
innovative digital thread
solutions and smart
maintenance, repair, and
overhaul (MRO) services.
"This will improve
operational efficiency, reduce
downtime, and ensure that
Air India's fleet remains fit to
fly, further enhancing
passenger safety, comfort and
operational reliability," the
release said.
Tata Air India Group has
three airlines -- Air India, Air
India Express and Vistara,
which is a joint venture
between Tatas and Singapore
Airlines.Air India and Air
India Express together have
more than 230 planes.Vistara,
which has a fleet of 70 planes,
is set to be merged with Air
India on November 11.
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The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) urged

consumers to adopt a more
thoughtful approach to gold
and silver buying that is
backed by the enduring trust
of Hallmark. 
Traditionally, Dhanteras
marks the time when families
invest in gold, a symbol of
good fortune, wealth, and
future security. 
BIS has been instrumental in
driving this transformation,
encouraging consumers to
make informed purchases by
promoting the importance of
hallmarked gold and silver
jewellery.
Pramod Kumar Tiwari,
Director General, BIS said
"We are committed to
safeguarding consumers' gold
investments during
Dhanteras and beyond with
BIS HUID based Hallmark.
With BIS Hallmark and the
easy-to-use BIS CARE App,
consumers can be assured of
the authenticity of their
jewellery purchases."
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As the weeks go by, Liverpool is
showing the quality and resilience to

be Manchester City’s chief title rival in the
Premier League this season.
Liverpool twice came from behind to
draw 2-2 at Arsenal on Sunday, with
Mohamed Salah scoring the second
equalizer in the 81st minute at Emirates
Stadium.
It’s just one loss in 13 games in all com-
petitions for Liverpool under new man-
ager Arne Slot this season. A testing past
week has seen the Reds beat Chelsea 2-
1 in the league, eke out a 1-0 win in
Leipzig in the Champions League, and
now battle back for a draw at Arsenal -
the other likely challenger for City’s
crown.
If Liverpool’s inner belief is growing, then
doubts might be increasing about
Arsenal’s durability in the title race after

finishing runner-up to City for the past
two seasons.
The biggest concern might be the list of
injuries, to which defenders Gabriel and
Jurrien Timber were added after they
came off in the second half. With defen-
sive linchpin William Saliba missing
through suspension, Arsenal finished the
game with a makeshift back four and paid
the price as a long ball forward from Trent
Alexander-Arnold found Darwin Nunez,
who crossed for Salah to sidefoot home.
It left Liverpool in second place, a point

behind City, and Arsenal five points off
the pace after nine games.
Arsenal winger Bukayo Saka said his
teammates were a “bit disappointed.”
“We just felt we didn’t show our best
selves for the 90 minutes,” said Saka, who
opened the scoring in the ninth minute
on his return from a hamstring injury.
Virgil van Dijk equalized with a header
from a corner, only for Spain midfield-
er Mikel Merino to head in Declan Rice’s
free kick to put Arsenal back in front.
Salah’s equalizer meant he has scored
against Arsenal in eight straight seasons
and remains Liverpool’s man for the big
occasion.
As for Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta, he
was left to bemoan his team’s lack of
“courage” in the second half as the
attacking intent faded and defensive
injuries told.
By the end, a midfielder, Thomas Partey,
was playing at right back and 18-year-old

rookie Myles Lewis-Skelly was at left
back. Arteta said Gabriel, who went down
with a left knee injury, “can’t run” and
would be assessed.
TEN HAG FRUSTRATED: If seeing a
player miss an open goal wasn’t bad
enough for Erik ten Hag, the Manchester
United manager then had to endure the
VAR overturning an on-field decision to
give a stoppage-time penalty that plunged
his team to a 2-1 defeat at West Ham.
Jarrod Bowen converted a highly disput-
ed penalty in the second minute of
added-on time after a foul by Matthijs de
Ligt as United counted the cost of a string
of wasted chances, notably when Diogo
Dalot sidefooted over when faced with
an empty net in the first half.
“We have to score, we created so many
chances,” said Ten Hag, whose United
team has lost four of its nine games and
is languishing in 14th place in the 20-
team standings.
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Chirag Chikkara became
only the third Indian to
become Under-23 world

champion as India capped a
rich haul of nine medals,
including a gold and silver
each, at the age group
tournament here Chikkara,
competing in the men’s
freestyle 57kg category, eked
out a narrow 4-3 in the closing
seconds of the final win over
Abdymalik Karachov of
Kyrgyzstan.
He becomes the second Indian
man, after Paris Olympics
bronze medallist Aman
Sehrawat, to win the gold at the
U23 Championships.
Sehrawat had achieved the feat
in the same category in the
2022 edition of the meet while
Reetika Hooda had become
the first Indian woman to bag a
gold at the tournament when
she won in the 76kg category

last year.
Ravi Kumar Dahiya had also
won a silver in the U23 World
Championships in 2018.
Chikkara reached the final
after a series of dominant
performances, defeating
Gaukoto Ozawa 6-1 in the pre-
quarterfinals, Iunus Iavbatirov
12-2 in the last eight stage and
Allan Oralbek 8-0 in the
semifinals.
India’s medal haul in the men’s
freestyle category also included
two bronze medals, placing the
nation fourth in the team
standings with 82 points,
trailing Iran (158), Japan (102),
and Azerbaijan (100).
India also won two more
bronze in men’s freestyle taking
the country’s medal count in
the category to four that
secured the nation a fourth
place in the team rankings.
Iran topped the team rankings
with 158 points followed by
Japan (102), Azerbaijan (100)

and INida (82).
Vicky defeated former U20
World Championships silver
medalist and European junior
champion Ivan Prymachenko
of Ukraine with a convincing
7-2 margin to win bronze in
the men’s 97kg freestyle event.
It is the highest weight

category at which India have
medalled at this tournament.
Vicky had defeated Merab
Suleimanishvili of Georgia via
fall in round of 16, Radu Lefter
of Moldova 5-0 in quartefinal
before losing to Mahdi
Hajiloueian Morafah of Iran in
semifinals.

Having narrowly missed a final
berth the other day, Sujeet
Kalkal bounced back from
being 0-4 down to beat
Mustafo Akhmedov of
Tajikistan 13-4 and win bronze
in men’s 70kg freestyle.
Sujeet had beaten Georgi
Antoanov Zhizgov 10-0 in
round of 32, Tugsjargal
Erdenebat 7-4 in pre-quarters,
Narek Pohosian 6-1 before
losing to eventual gold
medallist Magomed Basihr
Khaniev 4-8 in the final
seconds the semifinal.
Abhishek Dhaka had earlier
won a bronze as India finished
with four medals (one gold and
three bronze), bettering their
previous year’s performance
where they had bagged two
bronze in the freestyle
category. The Indian women’s
wrestling team also excelled
earlier, bringing home one
silver and three bronze medals:
Anjli claimed silver in the 59kg

CHIRAG CHIKKARA CLINCHES GOLD AS INDIA SHINES WITH NINE MEDALS
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Salima Tete was named
captain of the 18-member

Indian women’s hockey team
announced on Monday for the
Asian Champions Trophy
scheduled to be held from
November 11 to 20 at the
newly-developed Rajgir
Hockey Stadium in Bihar.
Navneet Kaur will serve as
Tete’s deputy. India enter the
competition with high
expectations, having clinched
the title at last year’s edition in
Ranchi.
The team will face stiff
competition from five other
nations, including reigning
Olympic silver-medallists
China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia,
and Thailand, in the battle for
continental supremacy.
India will open their campaign
against Malaysia on November
11.
Speaking on the team selection
and their preparation for the
tournament, dynamic mid-
fielder Tete said: “It’s an
incredible feeling to lead the
team into another major
tournament, especially as
defending champions.
“We have trained rigorously
and have a strong unit with
both experienced players and
young talent. Our goal is to
defend our title and play with
the same passion and
determination we showed last
year.”
The goalkeeping duties will be
shared between the
experienced Savita and rising
talent Bichu Devi Kharibam.
The defence will be anchored

by a solid line-up, featuring
Udita, Jyoti, Ishika Chaudhary,
Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam,
and Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke.
In the mid-field, captain Tete
will be supported by Neha,
Sharmila Devi, Manisha
Chauhan, Sunelita Toppo, and
Lalremsiami, all known for
their dynamic play.
The forward line-up boasts
firepower with Navneet Kaur,
Sangita Kumari, Deepika,
Preeti Dubey, and Beauty
Dungdung leading the charge.
Notably, Sushila and Beauty
Dungdung make their return
to the team after successfully
completing their rehabilitation.
“We are confident in our
preparation and the chemistry
we’ve built within the team.
Playing in front of our home
crowd is a huge boost, and we
are ready to face tough
competition from the best
teams in Asia,” vice-captain
Navneet said.
“Working alongside Salima has
been great, and we are
determined to make this
tournament a memorable one,”
she added.

INDIA:
Goalkeepers: Savita, Bichu
Devi Kharibam.
Defenders: Udita, Jyoti,
Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke,
Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam,
Ishika Chaudhary.
Midfielders: Neha, Salima
Tete, Sharmila Devi, Manisha
Chauhan, Sunelita Toppo,
Lalremsiami.
Forwards: Navneet Kaur,
Preeti Dubey, Sangita Kumari,
Deepika, Beauty Dungdung.
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Sergio Perez climbed into his
car for the Mexico City

Grand Prix as nearly 155,000
fans at his home race shouted
“Checo! Checo! Checo!” in
adoration of the wildly
popular Formula 1 driver. 
It was a critical race for the
slumping Perez - he said
repeatedly all weekend it is his
favorite event of the year - and
he knows his job is in danger
because of his lack of
performance. 
Alas, Perez could not deliver
for his hopeful fans or for Red
Bull Racing. After a 17th-
place finish Sunday, team
principal Christian Horner
would not guarantee Perez
will finish the season. 
Horner had been emphatic
two days earlier that the
contract extension Perez
signed earlier this year was
valid for 2025. But he has
performance clauses in his
existing contract, and when
The Associated Press asked
Horner directly if Perez would
finish this season, Horner
refused to endorse the driver
for the final four races. 
“There comes a point in time
that difficult decisions have to
be made,” Horner said. “We’re
now third in the constructors
championship.”
Horner did say Perez would
be in the car next weekend in
Brazil. 
Horner admitted the Mexican
“had a horrible weekend” that
started when he was
eliminated in the first round
of Saturday qualifying,
relegating him to an 18th-
place starting position. Perez
was then outside his box at the
start and received a five-
second penalty.
He later got into a wheel-to-
wheel battle with Liam
Lawson of Red Bull sister
team RB, and the contact
caused damage that made

Perez’s car uncompetitive. 
A win by Carlos Sainz moved
Ferrari ahead of Red Bull for
second in the lucrative
constructor standings and the
two-time reigning champions
of the prize that pays an
estimated $150 million is now
a longshot to win it for the
third consecutive year. 
Red Bull’s slip in that category
is largely because of Perez’s
failures. He’s eighth in the
standings, winless on the year,
and crashed out of three races. 
“He knows Formula 1 is a
results-based business, and
you know, inevitably, when
you’re not delivering, then the
spotlight is firmly on,” Horner
said. “When anyone is
underperforming, there is
always going to be scrutiny on
that. You know, as a team, we
need to have both (drivers)
scoring points.”
Max Verstappen has scored
362 points this season; Perez
has scored just 150.
“We’re working with him as
hard as we can to try and
support him,” Horner said.
“We’ve done everything that
we can to support Checo, and
we’ll continue to do so in
Brazil next weekend. But there
comes a point in time that you
can only do so much.”
Perez, although disappointed
with his weekend, didn’t
sound like a driver worried
about his job. 
“This has been a complicated
weekend,” he said. “I always
say it’s my dream to win the
grand prix in Mexico and I’ll
try again next year. After all of
the support from all of these
fans, it’s incredible. They have
given me so much, it’s all
worth it for them. We’ll try
again for them next year
stronger.”
His future - or lack of one in
F1 - could be a problem for
the Mexico City race, which
heads into the final year of its
current contract seeking an

extension. The race this
weekend drew a record
404,958 spectators and was
sold out for the ninth
consecutive year. 
But many of the fans who
attend come to see Perez, and
attendance could slip if he or
another Mexican driver isn’t
on the F1 grid. Event
president Alejandro Soberón
said tickets for this weekend
went on sale two weeks after
Perez crashed out of last year’s
race seconds after it started
and still sold out in two hours. 
Tickets for 2025 will again go
on sale in two weeks, and it is
unclear if Perez’s status for
next year will be determined
even though Horner had been
adamant Friday he was under
contract for 2025. 
Soberon believes the race will
have high demand.
“There’s very few races who
have a local driver. Everybody
of course would love to have a
local driver, but the first year
we did the race here 50% of
the fans were in a red T-shirt,
so Ferrari has a wonderful
following here,” he said. “We
have no more capacity. We
could have drawn 600,000 if
we had unlimited capacity, we
could have another 200,000
here, but we cannot put them.
“That’s why it sold out so fast
in one year in advance.
Probably without Checo
maybe a drop of 20%, 25%,
naturally, (but) still would be a
sellout.”
Soberón also said the Mexico
City Grand Prix is so unique -
it embraces the Mexican
culture and incorporates it in
the paddock and throughout
the venue - and is a
destination race for F1 fans
outside of the country. He
noted that the event is a boon
for the local economy, with
everything from hotels,
restaurants and
transportation services fully
booked all week. 

Perez job in jeopardy as Red Bull boss refuses
to confirm Mexican driver will finish F1 season

category, while Neha Sharma
(57kg), Shiksha (65kg), and
Monika (68kg) each secured

bronze.
Additionally, Vishvajit More
earned a bronze in the men’s

55kg Greco-Roman category,
rounding off India’s impressive
tally at the championships.

���������� �7��������� ����������
��������� ����
���	�������������7���



��������	�
�
�
����� �
������	 ���
����
�������/8

	���� &�*��&8&�

India will be hoping to
resolve their batting
brittleness in their quest to

win the third and final
women's ODI and seal the
series against New Zealand
here on Tuesday. 
It was clear from the first
match, which the hosts won
by 59 runs through a fine
effort by the bowlers, that
India's batting is not in top
shape, and the second one-
dayer underscored that
reality. India's batting went a
notch down on Friday as they
were bundled out for 183
while chasing 260. 
It was a tough target indeed,
but not improbable in nature
as Indian batters succumbed to
spot-on White Ferns bowlers
and to their own indiscretions.
It required a record ninth-
wicket stand of 70 runs
between Radha Yadav and
Saima Thakor to add a touch of
respectability to India's run
chase. 
Even the overall picture is not a
rosy one, as Indian batters are
yet to score an individual fifty
across two matches. 
Radha's 48 in the second ODI
is the highest individual score
from India's side during this
series, and the home team will

require a drastic turnaround in
the final match. 
For that, India's power troika
upfront -- openers Smriti
Mandhana, Shafali Verma and
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur --
will have to fire in unison. It

can have a ripple effect in a
strong-on-paper middle-order
consisting of Jemimah
Rodrigues, Deepti Sharma and
Tejal Hasabnis. 
Mandhana's form continues to
be a bit of concern as she

hardly looked a pale shadow of
her customary gracefully
dominant batter. 
She is yet to reach two-figure
score against New Zealand,
and a series decider could be a
perfect occasion for her to

rewrite the script. 
On the other hand, Indian
bowlers continued their good
effort despite conceding 259 in
the previous match. 
At one stage, the visitors were
87 for no loss in 14 overs and

139 for 3 in 30 overs, but the
Indian bowlers did well to rein
them back and limit to a total
less than 280-290 that at one
stage looked achievable. 
The left-arm spinner Radha
has once again been impressive
with a four-wicket haul to go
with the three wickets she
plucked in the first game. 
She will need to be at her best
once more to keep the free-
flowing New Zealand batters
in check. New Zealand have
also been bolstered by the
presence of veteran pacer Lea
Tahuhu who replaced injured
Moly Penfold in the eleven and
immediately impressed with a
three-wicket haul. 

THE TEAMS (FROM): 
India: Harmanpreet Kaur (C),
Smriti Mandhana, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Shafali Verma,
Deepti Sharma, Richa Ghosh
(WK), Pooja Vastrakar,
Renuka Thakur Singh, Radha
Yadav, Meghna Singh, Devika
Vaidya, Amanjot Kaur, Anjali
Sarvani, Taniyaa Bhatia,
Yastika Bhatia. 
New Zealand: Sophie Devine
(C), Suzie Bates, Maddy Green,
Lauren Down, Brooke
Halliday, Katey Martin (WK),
Hayley Jensen, Jess Kerr, Fran
Jonas, Hannah Rowe, Molly
Penfold, Lea Tahuhu, Izzy
Gaze, Georgia Plimmer.
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India's Rayhan Thomas
registered a second top-10

finish on the Asian Tour,
ending up tied-seventh at the
International Series Thailand
after being three off the lead
after 54 holes.
The UAE-based golfer was
unable to replicate the magic
of the second and third
rounds of 63-64 as he shot 2-
under 68 on the final day to
total 16-under. He had four
birdies, three of them
between the 14th and the
17th.
Among the other Indians,
Gaganjeet Bhullar (67)
finished tied 19th and
Karandeep Kochhar (67) tied-
24.
Chinese-Taipei's Lee Chieh-
po finally claimed his maiden
title on the Asian Tour after
sensationally overtaking hot
favourite Peter Uihlein at the
very end. Lee birdied the final
two holes at the Thai Country
Club to beat Uihlein, after the
American had led from the
second day.
The champion, playing in the

penultimate group, fired a
seven-under-par 63 to finish
on 21-under, while Uihlein
closed with a 67 to tie for
second place with Canadian
Richard T. Lee, who carded a
62.
The 29-year-old grew up
playing golf with Kevin Yu, a
winner on the PGA Tour this
year, and sees him as an
inspiration.
For Richard T. Lee it was yet
another near miss. Since the
Tour resumed after the global
pandemic, he finished second
twice, third on three
occasions and has been in the
running on numerous
occasions.
Last week's winner of the
Black Mountain
Championship Michael 'MJ'
Maguire closed with a 62 to
tie for fourth, three behind
the winner, along with fellow
Americans Paul Peterson, in
with a 63, and Christian
Banke, who fired a 64.
The action shifts to next
week's BNI Indonesian
Masters where India's
Gaganjeet Bhullar is the
defending champion.

INDIA WOMEN NEED TO RESOLVE BATTING
VULNERABILITIES TO SEAL SERIES AGAINST NZ

Rayhan Thomas finishes
seventh in Thailand
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Australia have rested their Test
regulars for their home T20I series

against Pakistan with a captain yet to be
named, choosing to focus on the
marquee Border-Gavaskar series against
India next month.
Australia host Pakistan for three ODIs
starting November 4, followed by the
three-match T20I series, from

November 14.
The series concludes on November 18,
just four days before the first Test
against India in Perth.
With T20I captain Mitchell Marsh,
Travis Head and ODI and Test skipper
Pat Cummins unavailable, Australia are
yet to appoint a captain for the series.
None of the players named in the squad
announced on Monday have captained
Australia in any format before but the

likes of Glenn Maxwell, Adam Zampa,
Matthew Short and Aaron Hardie have
led their sides in the Big Bash League.
Josh Inglis is also in the mix to lead the
side.
Pacers Xavier Bartlett (side strain),
Nathan Ellis (hamstring) and Spencer
Johnson (side strain) return to the
squad after recovering from injuries.
"It is particularly encouraging to have
Xavier, Spencer and Nathan back in the
national setup," said selection chief
George Bailey.
"It's another opportunity for them to
continue to show their ability on the
international stage, as they have done in
the past."
Andre Borovec will serve as the coach
for the team, a position he held during a
five-match T20I series against India that
followed last year's ODI World Cup.

AUSTRALIA T20I SQUAD
Sean Abbott, Xavier Bartlett, Cooper
Connolly, Tim David, Nathan Ellis, Jake
Fraser-McGurk, Aaron Hardie, Josh
Inglis, Spencer Johnson, Glenn
Maxwell, Matthew Short, Marcus
Stoinis and Adam Zampa.
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In red-hot form, Australian
white-ball wicketkeeper-bat-

ter Josh Inglis is "in the mix"
to make his Test debut as a spe-
cialist batter in the upcoming
Border-Gavaskar Trophy next
month, hinted chief selector
George Bailey on Monday. 
India, unbeaten in the marquee
series on the previous four
occasions, will face Australia in
a five-Test series beginning in
Perth on November 21.
"There's no doubt that the
form is really fantastic at the
moment... The ability to jump
back into domestic cricket and
dominate has been fantastic,"
Bailey told reporters.

"I think in different series at
different times of the year, he
would firmly come into the
mix purely as a batter the way
he's been going."
"If the right opportunity
opened up throughout the
summer, in the spots where we
think he's most capable of
performing, I think he'd be
firmly in that conversation as
well." The 29-year-old, who is
Australia's incumbent keeper
in ODI and T20Is, has scored
four centuries in last seven
Sheffield Shield matches.
But with Australian Test wick-
etkeeper Alex Carey in rich
form, Inglis has emerged as a
specialist middle-order bat-
ter, but not for the vacant

opening slot, Bailey said.
Australia's move to promote
Steve Smith at the top follow-
ing David Warner's retirement
did not work out and with
Cameron Green ruled out of
the India series because of a
back injury, there's a vacancy
alongside Usman Khawaja.
However, Bailey has ruled out
Inglis for the opener's role.
"I've spoken to Josh on this.
Not in the short term, I don't
think that he's someone that
we would be looking to place
at the top of the order," Bailey
said. Inglis, in fact, is one of the
contenders to lead Australia's
T20I side in the upcoming
three-match series against
Pakistan.All-format players,

including regular T20 skipper
Mitchell Marsh, are sitting out
of the Pakistan series to pre-
pare for the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy.
"We've been really clear that we
are prioritising the preparation
for individuals around the Test
summer and that will be the
first time that we get that
group together," said Bailey.
"So, rather than switching guys
in and out and becoming quite
messy, it was just deemed
more appropriate for a number
of reasons to separate them
out." This will be Australia's
first Test series in the ongoing
WTC cycle since defeating
New Zealand 2-0 in a two-
match away series in March.
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Rinku Singh and Nitish Rana
powered Uttar Pradesh to a

commanding position against Punjab
with entertaining fifties on day three
of their Ranji Trophy Group C match
here on Monday. After opener
Madhav Kaushik's career-best 163,
the visitors came up with four more
half-centuries to declare their first
innings for a massive 556/9, taking a
lead of 346 runs. At stumps, Punjab
were struggling at 49/1, trailing by
297 runs.
The Kolkata Knight Riders duo of
Rana and Rinku laid the foundation
with a crucial 120-run partnership
for the third wicket. Rana struck an
aggressive 66 off 106 balls, hitting 11
fours, while Rinku made 68 off 131
balls, with eight fours and a six.
Saurabh Kumar joined the onslaught
with a brisk 67-ball 69, smashing
three sixes and five fours, while
Shivam Sharma contributed an
unbeaten 50 off 58 balls, including
four sixes and two fours, to further
frustrate the Punjab attack.
Harshal, Yuzi lift Haryana past MP. In

Indore, Harshal Patel's unbeaten 72 at
No. 9 and Yuzvendra Chahal's gritty
27 off 142 balls helped Haryana
secure a vital first-innings lead over

Madhya Pradesh. Responding to
MP's 308, Haryana ended the day at
431/9, with Patel still at the crease
alongside last man Aman Kumar (4).

Opener Lakshay Dalal hit his maiden
century (105 off 271 balls), while
Dheeru Singh fell just short of three
figures with a well-crafted 94.
Himanshu Rana (90) also missed his
hundred in the nineties, but Dalal
and Dheeru's 143-run partnership
for the fourth wicket laid a solid
foundation.
However, a collapse ensued before
Patel steadied the innings with his
resilient knock.
For MP, left-arm spinner Kumar
Kartikeya was the standout bowler,
finishing with 4/117.
Kerala fight back after Porel High 5
In Kolkata, Bengal pacer Ishan Porel
took 5/83 to secure his fifth five-
wicket haul in first-class cricket,
reducing Kerala to 83/5.
However, Kerala's middle-order, led
by seasoned campaigner Jalaj Saxena,
staged a resilient recovery to reach
267/7 at the Jadavpur Salt Lake
Campus ground.
Saxena's fighting 84 off 162 balls,
alongside a determined 64 from
Salman Nizar, added 140 for the
seventh wicket, frustrating Bengal's
bowlers. Nizar, who faced 205

deliveries, was accompanied by
wicketkeeper-batter Mohammed
Azharuddeen (30 off 48 balls) at close
of play.Porel's disciplined bowling
proved effective on a flat pitch, where
he dismissed Kerala's new signing
Baba Aparajith for a golden duck and
skipper Sachin Baby for 12.Ton-up
Mayank leads Karnataka to big lead.

BRIEF SCORES
In Mullanpur: Punjab 210 and 49/1;
19 overs. Uttar Pradesh 556/9
declared; 141.1 overs (Madhav
Kaushik 163, Saurabh Kumar 69,
Rinku Singh 68, Nitish Rana 66,
Shivam Sharma 50 batting).
In Indore: Madhya Pradesh 308.
Haryana 431/9; 150.5 overs (Lakshay
Dalal 105, Dheeru Singh 94,
Himanshu Rana 90, Harshal Patel 72
batting; Kumar Kartikeya 4/117).
In Kolkata: Kerala 267/7; 102 overs
(Jalaj Saxena 84, Salman Nizar 64
batting, Mohammed Azharuddeen
30 batting; Ishan Porel 5/83) vs
Kerala.
In Patna: Bihar 143. Karnataka 287/7;
51 overs (Mayank Agarwal 105,
Manish Pandey 56; Himanshu Singh
4/51). 
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