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The Russia-Ukraine
conflict should be
resolved in a peaceful

manner and India is ready to
provide all possible
cooperation towards it, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Tuesday during his talks
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin.
Modi held bilateral talks with

Putin hours after arriving in
this central Russian city to
attend the 16th BRICS
summit. In his televised
opening remarks, the Prime
Minister conveyed to the
Russian leader that New
Delhi “fully supports” the
early return of peace and
stability in the region.
Modi also said that his second
visit to Russia in the last three
months reflected “close”

coordination and “deep trust”
between the two
countries.”We are in constant
touch on the issue of ongoing
conflict between Russia and
Ukraine. As I said earlier, we
believe that problems should
be resolved in a peaceful
manner,” the Prime Minister
said.
“We fully support the early
return of peace and stability.
All our efforts give priority to

humanity. India is ready to
provide all possible
cooperation in times to
come,” he said. “We have the
opportunity to discuss all
these issues,” he added.
On his part, Putin noted the
“good condition” of trade
turnover between Russia and
India. In his remarks, Modi
also referred to his summit
talks with the Russian leader
in Moscow in July. Our
annual summit resulted in
strengthening cooperation in
every field, he said.
The Prime Minister also
congratulated Putin on
Russia’s successful presidency
of BRICS. Many countries
want to join the grouping
now, he added. “It is a matter
of great pleasure for me to
have the opportunity to visit a
beautiful city like Kazan for
the BRICS summit. India has
deep and historical ties with
this city,” Modi said.
“The opening of India’s new
consulate in Kazan will
further strengthen these ties,”
he added. It is learnt that the
Ukraine conflict figured
prominently at the meeting.
In the summit talks on July 9
in Moscow, Modi told Putin
that a solution to the Ukraine
conflict is not possible on the
battlefield and peace efforts
do not succeed in the midst of
bombs and bullets. Weeks
later he travelled to Ukraine.
In his talks with Zelenskyy,
Modi said both Ukraine and
Russia should sit together
without wasting time to end
the ongoing war and that
India was ready to play an
“active role” to restore peace
in the region. India has been
maintaining that the conflict
in Ukraine must be resolved
through dialogue and
diplomacy. 
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In a bizarre incident, All
India Trinamool Congress

Member of Parliament
Kalyan Banerjee created a
ruckus during a crucial Waqf
meeting in Parliament on
Tuesday where he smashed a
glass water bottle and hurled
it towards the Chair.
Banerjee injured himself and
jeopardised the
safety of other

Parliamentarians who had
gathered for a discussion on
the Joint Committee on Waqf
(Amendment) Bill. Banerjee
was suspended for one day
from the parliamentary
committee on the Waqf Bill
after his theatrics. He later
emerged with a bandaged
hand, escorted by fellow
MPs.  
Sources at the meeting said
the TMC MP smashed a glass

water bottle and threw it
towards panel

c h a i r m a n

Jagdambika Pal of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
during a heated exchange of
words with BJP’s Abhijit
Gangopadhyay, a former
Calcutta High Court judge.
This is the second time
Banerjee has made news for
odd reasons, the last time he
had mimicked a presiding
officer of the Parliament. The
act was condemned by the
President of India, Prime
Minister and his Cabinet
colleagues.    
According to sources, the
panel voted nine-eight on a
resolution moved by BJP
MP Nishikant Dubey to
suspend Banerjee for a day
for his choice of words for
the panel chairman, and for
smashing a glass bottle and
throwing it towards Pal.
After the meeting
concluded, Banerjee refused
to talk to reporters about
the incident.
After being administered
first aid, Banerjee was seen
being escorted back to the
meeting room by AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi and
AAP leader Sanjay Singh. 
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More than a dozen workers
were injured in a

powerful blast at the Ordnance
Factory Khamaria in Madhya
Pradesh’s Jabalpur district on
Tuesday morning, an official
said. The blast took place at
around 9.45 am when
explosive material was being
filled in the bombs at a refilling
section of the factory, the
official from the establishment
said.
Among the injured persons,
two were in a serious condition
and admitted to a hospital.
Another worker was missing
and was possibly trapped
under the debris of the section
in which the blast took place,
he said.

The blast was so powerful that
it was even heard by people a
few kilometres away, as per
eyewitnesses. The Ordnance
Factory Khamaria is one of the
major ammunition production
units under the Department of
Defence Production.
More than a dozen workers
received injuries in the blast
and efforts were on to locate a
missing worker, who was
possibly trapped under the
debris of the building, the
official said. A probe has been
ordered into the incident and
the exact cause behind the blast
will be known after completion
of the investigation, he said.
Fire brigade and security staff
of the factory launched a relief
and rescue operation, the
official added.
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Even before the arrival of
winter, Delhi along with

several cities of north India is
gasping for clean air as air
quality has degraded to
alarming levels over the past
few days. Based on the real
time data, Delhi ranks top on
the list of most polluted cities
in the country. It was the
second-most polluted city in
the world on Tuesday, a live
ranking on IQAir’s a Swiss
based air quality monitoring
website indicated, after only
Lahore in neighbouring
Pakistan. AQI in Lahore
recorded 394.
A layer of smog engulfed Delhi
and surrounding areas,
including Noida, on Tuesday
morning, even as the air
quality plummeted to the ‘very
poor’ category at 327, followed
by Haryana’s Jind where the
AQI stood at 311. 
Meanwhile, out of 36
monitoring stations in the
National Capital, 26 are in the
red zone, with the AQI
recorded in the “very poor”
category, according to data
from the Central Pollution
Control Board. These stations

include Anand Vihar, Bawana,
Dwarka, Jahangirpuri,
Mundka, Narela, Patparganj,
Rohini, Shadipur, Sonia Vihar,
Wazirpur, Alipur, Ashok Vihar,
Aya Nagar, Burari, Mandir
Marg, and others. A thick layer
of fog was seen in areas like
Anand Vihar, Kalkaji, Nehru
Place, and Akshardham
Temple, as Delhi’s air quality
continued to deteriorate.
Factors contributing
significantly to pollution
include transportation, stubble
burning, and dust pollution,
with emissions from
transportation accounting for
approximately 11.45 percent of
Delhi’s air pollution, according
to the Centre’s Decision

Support System for Air Quality
Management.
As the air pollution in Delhi
reaches the red zone, Delhi
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai on Tuesday wrote letters to
the transport ministers of
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan, urging them to
ensure no diesel buses from
their states plied to the
national capital in view of
GRAP II restrictions in place.
Rai announced a slew of
measures, including enhanced
water sprinkling to control
road dust, use of dust
suppressants and deployment
of additional traffic personnel
to ease traffic congestion,
among others.
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While there seems to be no
end to the menace of

bomb threat messages
targeting Indian airlines, as
about 80 more flights,
operating on domestic and
international routes, received
fresh threats from Monday
night to Tuesday, it has also
had a huge financial impact on
the airline operators who
already under financial stress,
operations stakeholders like
security forces logistics and
regulatory bodies to under
take the drill to ensure safe
flight.
According to estimates from
aviation industry sources, it
costs about Rs one to three
Crores, on an average, to
undertake the security drills
and the burden is on all the
stakeholders from
government to the private
agencies. Which means given
the total of 180 flights that
have undergone the process
after the hoax calls an
additional burden of about Rs
300 Crore.  
“Following the laid down
protocols, relevant authorities
were immediately alerted, and
all security procedures strictly
adhered to, as per guidance
from the regulatory authorities
and security agencies,” an Air
India spokesperson said in a
statement.
Protocols for the Bomb Threat
Assessment Committee
(BTAC), is convened in the
event of a bomb threat call to
an aircraft or airport, to tackle
the spate of the ongoing
“random” Internet-based
threats being made to various
Indian airlines.
On Monday night, the BTAC
that assembled at seven
airports of Delhi, Mumbai,
Jaipur, Pune, Mangalore,
Bengaluru and Kozhikode
declared as “hoax or

nonspecific” bomb threat
messages sent to 30 flights
belonging to three carriers -
Air India, Vistara and Indigo.
The threat was assessed as
“non specific” as it was found
that one X handle posted
these “bombs onboard”
messages for 10 flights each

of these three carriers
between 10.46 pm and 11.42
pm.
The protocol undertaken by
the BTAC has been tweaked
and a fine assessment, acting
on a set of new ‘red flags’, is
being undertaken now, the
sources added. 
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With India and China
reaching an

agreement on patrolling
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Eastern
Ladakh, Army Chief
General Upendra Dwivedi
on Tuesday said as of now
“we are trying to restore the
trust” and both sides will
have to “reassure each
other” to achieve this.
His assertion in New Delhi
came a day after India
announced an agreement
with China on patrolling.
China on Tuesday
confirmed that it has
reached an agreement with
India to end the standoff
between the two armies in
eastern Ladakh. 
It means both the armies
will now resume patrolling
in their respective zones as
was the practice before May
2020.
Following the Galwan clash
in June that year, both sides
deployed a large number of
troops on the LAC leading
to heightened tension.
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We are trying to
restore the trust:
Army Chief

����	����������� �� �!��"# �$�%����&������������������� ��'(�)��$# �$�%����&�������

�(��*�(� ������ ����� +,-��� .����/0� ���)���1(�������&&�� �!���

���������	�
���
��
�

��������	��
	���
��������������

�������	��

��� !�"�#�$��%&'


���(�)�	�*�
�(���(�+ �
��,�	�-.*�-/-01���)����-��-

��,2����(��	���3� (�2�������2�
���
�����,����2�����,��,����
�	�����	��
�������	����	�����
���(�)�	������(��	�(��������+(�	�,�(���������+
�(�

 !
"# �$$
�2���*���/34��������
�	5��*�/��3�/�*3�	
�3��	����������*�4�*�3����

������

%�����&����'��&���(�!��)������������������
��
�� �	
����
��	
�	

To tackle traffic congestion in
the city, the Gurugram district

administration has identified 18
spots on the city roads which have
reported heavy traffic movement
and congestion. The officials have
asked traffic police and other
departments to take correctional
steps in this regard.  
These places include Delhi-
Gurugram Expressway, Sohna
Road, Delhi-Jaipur Highway,
Sheetla Mata Road, Old-Delhi
Road and other major roads. The
city administration recently wrote
to traffic police asking for a
reduction in jams at the identified
spots. Officials have advised
enforcement and increased police
presence on roads so that road
congestion is cleared quickly.
“We conduct drives to reduce
congestion and ensure traffic
movement remains smooth. We
have also increased the presence of

traffic police personnel at these 18
hot spots and the enforcement has
been made strict. We are also
conducting awareness among the
vehicle owners to follow traffic
rules,” Virender Vij, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Traffic)
told The Pioneer.
Another traffic congestion reason
is rain. A few hours of rain causes
severe water logging in different
areas of Gurugram, which in turn
results in traffic disruption in the
city. The traffic police have also
identified more than 55 places in
the city, including major key points
on the expressway, that witnessed
water logging due to rain.
Rainwater collected at various
spots also hampers the traffic
movement on the Delhi-Jaipur
Expressway. The traffic movement
at this major junction of the
expressway slowed down,
especially when two-wheelers and
four wheelers faced huge
inconveniences due to rainwater.

Among the 18 spots identified are
Ambience Island, Iffco Chowk,
Subash Chowk, Hero Honda
Chowk, Umang Bhardwaj Chowk,
Sohna Chowk, Kherki Daula toll
plaza, Dwarka Expressway, Huda
City Centre, Hero Honda Chowk,
Subhash Chowk Underpass and
Subhash Chowk.
Gurugram Deputy Commissioner
has asked authorities to take strict
measures to check violations of
traffic norms. He asked officials to
launch a drive to check wrong
parking, ferrying of dangerous
goods and seizure of old vehicles
that are not allowed to ply on
roads.
The city traffic police department
said they have increased police
presence at these hot spots and
measures in line with the Graded
Action Response Plan (GRAP).
Traffic police issued over 24,000
penalties in the previous month.
Offences include wrong-side
driving, helmet-less riding, wrong

parking, jumping signals, underage
driving, speeding, without a
driving licence, without a high-
security number plate, using a
mobile phone while driving,
overloading, and driving without
seat belts.
“To make people aware of traffic
rules in Gurugram, people should
follow the traffic rules in public
places so that they can save
themselves and their families from
road accidents and avoid being
victims effort is being made by the
traffic police in Gurugram to get
rid of the problem of traffic jams
and ease the traffic in the cyber
city by taking continuous action
against the violators as per the
rules,” Vij said.
“To curb the traffic menace across
Gurugram we have been
organising special drives from time
to time. We have issued a clear
direction to the traffic personnel to
be present on the roads and curb
traffic violations, he added.
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Days after the crude
bomb blast outside the

Central Reserves Police
Forces (CRPF) public school
in Delhi’s Rohini area, an
email threat was received at
the central agency’s school in
Telangana’s Hyderabad on
Tuesday threatening to blow
up five schools across the
country. However, official
sources later confirmed that
the email turned out to be a
hoax.
According to police sources,
an email was received in a
CRPF school in Medchal
near Hyderabad threatening
to blow up three CRPF
schools in Delhi and
Hyderabad, and two
Kendriya Vidyalayas within
the forces’ office premises in
other cities.
The three CRPF schools
include two in Delhi (Rohini
and Dwarka), one in

Hyderabad (Telangana);
while the two Kendriya
Vidyalayas are within the
paramilitary forces’ office
premises at Panchkula
(Haryana) and Rampur
(Uttar Pradesh).
Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Dwarka, Ankit Singh
said, “The CRPF school in
Dwarka did not receive any
message or mail regarding
the same. However, the
message was shared to us by
stay alert.
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More CRPF schools get bomb threats 
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GIVE PEACE A CHANCE
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Amid concern over the rise
in stubble-burning inci-

dents in Punjab, a demand for
financial incentives to manage
paddy stubble is emerging
from farmers who assert that it
is not financially viable for
small cultivators to buy crop
residue management machin-
ery to clear their fields. They
also said as the window for
Rabi crops like wheat is very
short after paddy harvest, many
farmers are forced to set their
fields on fire to quickly clear the
straw for sowing the next crop.

Many farmers were of the view
that the minimum support
price on alternative crops like
maize, pulses etc should be
guaranteed so as to wean away
growers from the water-guz-
zling paddy crop. As the paddy
harvesting is progressing in the
state, the incidents of stubble
burning are picking up in the
two foodgrain growing states,
prompting the state authorities
to register FIRs and impose
fines on erring farmers.  With
over 31 lakh hectares of paddy
area, Punjab produces around
180-200 lakh tonnes of paddy
straw every year.
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Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
on Tuesday voiced concerns

regarding the difficulties faced
by farmers in Punjab’s mandis,
attributing these challenges to
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann’s policies. After SAD’s
core committee meeting led by
the party’s working president
Balwinder Singh Bhunder,
senior leader Bikram Singh
Majithia revealed that the
meeting primarily focused on
the ongoing paddy procure-
ment issues, emphasizing the
need for immediate action.
The committee plans to
approach Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria to discuss the
situation and demand a CBI
inquiry into alleged coercive
tactics employed by Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) officials
and private players to force
farmers to sell their produce
below the Minimum Support
Price (MSP).

Majithia criticized the gov-
ernment’s failure to procure

early varieties of paddy, like PR-
126, which the Chief Minister
had encouraged farmers to
plant. Many farmers now find
themselves in a dire situation as
government agencies, including
Markfed, Pungrain, and
Punsup, are not buying these
varieties, leading to significant
financial losses.

“Farmers are being misled
by AAP functionaries and pri-
vate traders into selling their
paddy for prices significantly
lower than the MSP, causing
distress that is unacceptable,” he
said. Reports indicated that
Basmati rice is selling for only
Rs 2,700 per quintal, down
from last year’s Rs 4,000, trans-
lating into losses of Rs 20,000
to Rs 30,000 per acre for farm-
ers, he said.

Majithia emphasized the
lack of government interven-
tion to alleviate these hard-
ships, pointing out that no
AAP Minister has visited the
mandis to address the pro-
curement delays or shortages of
essential supplies.
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Adelegation of Deprived
Scheduled Castes (DSC)

from the state, led by Cabinet
Minister Krishan Kumar Bedi
and leading people of the society,
expressed gratitude to Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini for
implementing sub-classification
in reservation for Deprived
Scheduled Castes on Tuesday.

In a function organized at the
Chief Minister's residence in
Chandigarh, Social Justice,
Empowerment, Scheduled
Castes and Backward Classes
Welfare and Antyodaya (SEWA)
Minister Bedi and MLA Kapoor
Singh Valmiki, on behalf of
Haryana Scheduled Deprived
Caste Society, honoured the
Chief Minister by tying a turban
on him. Saini, while saluting the
people of the entire state includ-
ing the Deprived Scheduled
Castes, said all kinds of problems
of Deprived Scheduled Castes
will be resolved. Accepting the
invitation given by the society, he
also agreed to attend the rally
organized by the society at any
place in Haryana under the lead-
ership of Cabinet Minister Bedi.
The Chief Minister, while taking
the name of each caste included
in the DSC, saluted all of them
and said the owner of the CM
House are the people of Haryana.
“You have given me the respon-
sibility of a watchman here, and
I am fulfilling it,” he said.

Saini, while interacting with
the representatives, said the BJP

does not play politics with the
youth. “When I took charge
with the blessings of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah, BJP
President Jagat Prakash Nadda
and Union Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, I gave appointment let-
ters to the youth for 15,000 jobs.
On this, the anti-youth Congress
reached the Election
Commission and opposed giving
appointment letters to the youth.
The Commission put a stay till
the election results came, but our
government fulfilled the promise
and gave employment to 25,000
households as soon as the elec-
tion results came. The govern-
ment is trying to have HCS and
IAS level officers in ordinary
homes as well,” he said.
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In another event, Saini
conducted a surprise inspec-
tion at the Civil Hospital, Sector
6 in Panchkula on late Monday
evening and reviewed hospital
services. He also interacted
with patients, officials said.
During the inspection, Saini
visited the patient wards and
issued necessary instructions to
the doctors and staff, they said.
"Made a surprise inspection of
Sector 6 Panchkula Civil
Hospital. Went to the wards
and enquired about the health
of the patients and the services
being provided by the hospital,"
Saini wrote in a post on X in
Hindi.  In his post, he said that
during his visit, he gave neces-
sary instructions to the con-
cerned officers and doctors to
provide better medical ser-
vices to the patients while
improving basic facilities at
the hospital.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Tuesday

announced its candidates for
three of the four constituencies
set to witness by-elections next
month. The list included high-
profile names — all of whom
have previously been associated
with rival parties — underscor-
ing the shifting dynamics in the
state’s political landscape. The
BJP has fielded former Finance
Minister Manpreet Singh Badal
from Gidderbaha, former Akali
leader Ravi Karan Singh Kahlon
from Dera Baba Nanak, and
former Congress MLA Kewal
Singh Dhillon from Barnala.
However, the party has yet to
declare a candidate for
Chabbewal.

The upcoming by-elections
in these four constituencies
were triggered after their sitting
legislators won seats in the
recent Lok Sabha elections,
vacating their positions in the
state assembly. The bypolls are
scheduled to take place on
November 13, and the contest is
expected to be a tough battle,
particularly as political loyalties
have been shifting in the region.
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Manpreet Singh Badal, the
most high-profile candidate
among the three, has a long-
standing connection with
Gidderbaha. Once an influential
leader in SAD and Congress, he
has held the post of Finance
Minister in governments led by
both parties. His political career
has seen several shifts, with his
most recent switch to the BJP in

January 2023. Manpreet’s return
to Gidderbaha, that too after a
gap of 12 years, is seen as a cru-
cial move by the BJP to gain
ground in an area traditionally
dominated by the Badal family’s
influence.

No stranger to the
Gidderbaha constituency,
Manpreet first entered the polit-
ical arena in 1995, when he con-
tested and won the Gidderbaha
seat in a by-election after his
uncle, the five-time Chief
Minister late Parkash Singh
Badal, vacated it for him. Over
the years, Manpreet established
a formidable presence, winning
four consecutive elections from
the constituency between 1995
and 2007.His political career has
seen him serve as Punjab's
finance minister twice — first
during the SAD-BJP alliance in
2007; and later during the
Congress-led Government in
2017. In 2011, citing differ-
ences within the SAD over eco-
nomic policies, Manpreet broke
away from his uncle and formed
the People’s Party of Punjab
(PPP). However, the PPP’s fail-
ure in 2012 elections prompted
him to merge with Congress,
where he continued to play a key
role, including winning the
Bathinda Urban seat in 2017.
After a loss in the 2022 elections,
Manpreet made a significant
shift by joining the BJP in
January 2023.

For Manpreet, the by-elec-
tion in Gidderbaha represents a
return to familiar political turf,
where his family has held con-
siderable influence for decades.
His campaign is expected to
focus heavily on his past record
and his family’s legacy, particu-
larly that of Parkash Singh Badal,

a towering figure in Punjab
politics.
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Ravi Karan Kahlon, BJP’s
candidate for Dera Baba Nanak
constituency, hails from a
prominent political family. His
father, the late Nirmal Singh
Kahlon, served as Punjab
Vidhan Sabha Speaker and held
several ministerial positions
during the SAD-BJP
Government. Ravi Karan has
been active in Punjab’s politics
for years and was a key leader
within the SAD before his recent
shift to the BJP.  Ravi Karan’s
move to the BJP came after the
SAD readmitted another senior
leader, Sucha Singh Langah,
triggering dissatisfaction with-
in certain factions of the party.
Ravi Karan contested the 2022
assembly elections from Dera
Baba Nanak but lost to Congress’
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa by
a narrow margin. With his
switch to the BJP, he now faces
the challenge of reclaiming the
seat in a constituency that has
traditionally seen close con-
tests. His campaign will likely
emphasize his family’s contri-
butions to the region and his
plans for local development.
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Kewal Singh Dhillon, BJP
candidate for Barnala, is anoth-
er veteran who has switched
political affiliations. Dhillon
was a two-time Congress MLA,
winning the Barnala seat in
2007 and 2012. However, in
2017, he lost to the Aam Aadmi
Party’s (AAP) Gurmeet Singh
Meet Hayer by a margin of

approximately 2,300 votes.
Despite this setback, Dhillon
remained a prominent figure
within Congress until 2022,
when internal disputes over
ticket allocation prompted him
to leave the party. Dhillon for-
mally joined the BJP in June
2022, in the presence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.  In
the upcoming by-elections,
Dhillon is expected to leverage
his extensive experience and
local connections in Barnala.
His campaign will likely focus
on the constituency’s develop-
ment issues and his track
record as a former legislator.
However, he faces stiff compe-
tition, particularly from the
AAP, which has already
announced Harinder Singh
Dhaliwal as its candidate for
Barnala.
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These by-elections are not

just about filling the vacant
assembly seats; they are a litmus
test for the shifting political
alliances in Punjab. All three
BJP candidates have deep roots
in the state’s politics, with exten-
sive histories in the Congress
and Akali Dal. Their shifts to
the BJP signal a broader strat-
egy by the party to establish a
foothold in Punjab — a state
where it has traditionally played
a smaller role compared to the
Congress and the Akali Dal.
Meanwhile, AAP, which cur-
rently holds power in Punjab,
has already announced its can-
didates for all four constituen-
cies. Congress and the Akali
Dal, on the other hand, have yet
to reveal their candidates,
adding an element of suspense
to the upcoming contest.
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The Himachal Pradesh
Cabinet on Tuesday took a

slew of decisions for the state
including the decision to do
away with the 10-mark per-
sonal interview criteria in the
recruitment of Van Mitra in the
forest department.

The cabinet meeting
presided over by Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
decided to go ahead with the
recruitment of 2061 Van Mitra
in the forest department by
eliminating the 10-mark crite-
ria for personal interview.

The goal of the Van Mitra
scheme is to strengthen local
communities' involvement in
the protection, conservation,
and development of forest
areas. Van Mitras (friends of
forest) receive incentives for
maintaining and protecting
plantations.

Men and women in the age
group of 18 to 25 with matric-
ulation and 10 plus as mini-
mum qualification who are
residents of Gram
Panchayat/urban Local Body
within the jurisdiction of the
forest beat and have good phys-
ical and mental health are eli-
gible to apply for the post, a
government statement said.

It also decided to set up a
cabinet sub-committee to
review the operations of park-
ing facilities run under the pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP)

model in Shimla City. The
sub-committee would be head-
ed by Revenue Minister Jagat
Singh Negi with Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj Minister Anirudh Singh,
Urban Development Minister
Vikramaditya Singh, and Town
and Country Planning Minister
Rajesh Dharmani as members.
The committee will review the
operations of Lift Parking,
Chhota Shimla Parking,
Sanjauli Parking, New Bus
Stand Parking and Tutikandi
Parking.

Rge Cabinet also decided
to amend the Eco-tourism
Policy 2017 to align with the
recent amendments in the
Forest Conservation Act (FCA)
2023, aimed at promoting and
developing eco-tourism activ-
ities in the state. The Amended
Forest Conservation Act (FCA)
2023 exempts certain specified
forest lands for activities like
zoos and safaris, besides eco-
tourism facilities, silvicultural
operations and any other pur-
pose specified by the central
government.

With a view to enhancing
the effectiveness of the State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) during disasters and
emergencies, the Cabinet
decided to transfer the admin-
istrative control of SDRF to the
Additional Director General
(Home Guards and Civil
Defence) and also approved
the deputation of Home

Guards to the SDRF for a
maximum period of two years
to ensure its smooth operation.
To promote the use of electric
vehicles and reduce reliance on
fossil fuel vehicles, the Cabinet
approved involving private
players to expand the EV
charging station network along
the state's six green corridors
where 77 EV charging stations
are already operational.  It
also approved the establish-
ment of automated testing sta-
tions for vehicle fitness assess-
ments, utilising advanced auto-
mated equipment. The aim is
to set up five such stations to
better serve the residents of the
state.
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To address the ongoing chal-
lenges in the state’s paddy

procurement process, Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Tuesday spoke with the Union
Home Minister Amit Shah high-
lighting key concerns impacting
the smooth purchase of paddy in
the state, including issues relat-
ed to transportation costs, stor-
age shortages, and complica-
tions with the hybrid variety of
grains.  Mann, during the tele-
phonic conversation, also dis-
cussed the losses faced by rice
millers, urging the Centre to
intervene and resolve these mat-
ters for the greater good of the
state’s agriculture sector.

Conveying his expectations
of swift action, Mann pointed out
that these obstacles were ham-
pering an otherwise well-pre-
pared procurement season. “This
year, Punjab is set to contribute
185 lakh metric tons of paddy to
the central pool, and our gov-
ernment has made comprehen-
sive arrangements to ensure a
smooth process,” he said.
However, he noted that issues
with transportation, storage
space, and grain lifting have
slowed down the procurement
process, which he has now
brought to the attention of the
Centre.
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In a move to push forward

the state's agenda, Mann
announced that he would be
heading to Delhi on Wednesday
with a delegation of rice millers.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, alongside Union Minister
for Coal and Mines Pralhad
Joshi, will attend the meeting,
where the Punjab Government
will present the demands and
concerns of the millers. “It is
essential that these genuine
demands be met to ensure the
timely completion of paddy

procurement in Punjab,” said
Mann, emphasizing the impor-
tance of millers, farmers, and
arhtiyas (commission agents) in
ensuring the country's food
security.

A day before, the State
Government had taken several
steps to assist rice millers before
the discussion with Amit Shah.
One major reform was reducing
the charge for surplus paddy
release orders (RO) from Rs 50
per ton to Rs 10 per ton.
Additionally, the fee is waived
entirely if the crop is lifted the
next day. To address long-stand-
ing cases against certain millers,
the Government has allowed
millers’ sister partners or guar-
antors to operate without hin-
drance, benefitting around 200
rice mills. Moreover, the geo-
graphical scope for millers to lift
paddy has been expanded by
creating larger district circles for
operations.
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One of the most pressing

issues raised by the Chief
Minister is the shortage of stor-
age space. Due to delays in the
previous season’s milling, around
120 lakh metric tons of storage
space is still occupied. Mann
urged the Central Government
to expedite the release of this
storage space to accommodate
the fresh harvest. “This issue
must be resolved at the earliest
to safeguard the interests of our
farmers and to ensure national
food security,” he added, noting
that the upcoming wheat season
added urgency to this matter.

Mann also pressed the
Centre to release Punjab’s pend-
ing share of the Rural
Development Fund (RDF). “The
state has fulfilled all formalities,
and it is time for the Centre to
release our rightful share of
funds,” he stated, adding that
states should not have to plead
for their legitimate dues.
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The Army Western
Command organized a

Veterans' Outreach Programme
at Chandimandir Military
Station on Tuesday, bringing
together over 500 retired officers
from the Tricity- Chandigarh,
Mohali, and Panchkula. The
event aimed to update veterans
on Indian Army initiatives and
provide a one-stop solution for
their issues.

According to a statement,
representatives from various
departments addressed proce-
dural requirements and solu-
tions to resolve pending issues
of the Veterans.

On the occasion,
Lieutenant General Manoj
Kumar Katiyar, General Officer
Commanding in Chief,

Western Command interacted
with the Veterans and conveyed
gratitude and appreciation on
behalf of the Indian Army for
their invaluable services to the
country. He reaffirmed the
commitment of the Western
Command to unwavering sup-
port for veterans and the serv-
ing fraternity. The Army
Commander assured efforts to
address challenges faced by
veterans, particularly regarding
their health and well-being.

He praised veterans for
their contributions to civil
society post-retirement,
enhancing the Armed Forces'
image and catalyzing progress
and development and urged
those present to be ambas-
sadors for the initiatives taken
and convey the message to
their respective fraternities.
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The Department of
Agriculture and Farmers

Welfare has suspended 24 offi-
cials for their alleged failure to
prevent and control paddy stub-
ble burning in their respective
areas. Department sources said
that the officials, ranging from
agricultural development offi-
cers (ADOs) to agriculture
supervisors, have been placed
under suspension on adminis-
trative grounds.

This move comes ahead of

the October 23 hearing in the
Supreme Court and reflects the
administration’s strict stance on
enforcing the ban on stubble
burning, an annual agricultur-
al practice that contributes sig-
nificantly to air pollution in the
region.

Although the official sus-
pension order did not mention
the reason, department sources
confirmed that the suspension
was related to their inability to
manage the stubble burning sit-
uation during the current har-
vesting season.

Among the suspended offi-
cials, two each are from Panipat,
Jind, Hisar, and Sonepat districts,
while three each are from
Kaithal, Karnal, Fatehabad, and
Ambala districts. Kurukshetra
district recorded the highest
number of suspensions, with
four officials facing action.

Sources further said that as

many as 24 officials have been
suspended on administrative
grounds. Some were absent
from duty when assigned to con-
trol stubble burning, while some
failed to curb it in their areas. In
certain regions, the number of
stubble-burning incidents was
alarmingly high, prompting the
authorities to take this strict step.

Stubble burning continues
to be a major environmental
concern, contributing to air pol-
lution and health hazards.
Despite government efforts to
discourage the practice, the
issue persists. As per the satel-
lite data till October 21, the state
has recorded 655 active fire
locations (AFLs). Kaithal leads
the tally with 127 cases, followed
by Kurukshetra  (91), Ambala
(74), Karnal (68), Jind (49),
Sonepat (40), Fatehabad (40),
Faridabad (31), Panipat (28),
and Palwal (26).
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In a state-wide event aimed at
strengthening the bond

between parents, teachers, and
students, Punjab witnessed a
massive turnout as over 20,000
government schools held Mega
Parent-Teacher Meetings (PTM)
on Tuesday. Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, along with
other Cabinet Ministers and
legislators, personally visited
schools across the State to inter-
act with parents and students.
The initiative, a part of the
state's educational reforms,
aimed at involving the parents
more actively in their children's
academic journey and to foster
a supportive environment for
students.

At a School of Eminence in

Nangal, Mann met with parents
and students, where he urged
them not to pressurize their chil-
dren academically. He stressed
the importance of allowing chil-
dren to explore their individual
talents and encouraged parents
to trust and appreciate their chil-
dren’s unique abilities. “Each
child has a special talent given
by God. Some may excel in writ-
ing, while others are great in
sports. We must stop comparing
them with others and appreci-
ate their individuality,” said
Mann.

The Chief Minister pointed
out that the immense pressure
of expectations can sometimes
negatively impact children.
Drawing on an example from
Elon Musk’s company, Mann
inspired the students to become

masters of their chosen fields so
that they have no competition.
His words aimed to boost the
students’ confidence and
encourage them to pursue their
passions without undue stress.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s efforts to improve the
state’s education sector, Mann
revealed that more than 10,000
students, including 7,200 girls,
are now benefiting from the
newly-introduced bus service in
government schools. “Our gov-
ernment is working hard to
ensure that teachers focus sole-
ly on teaching. Administrative
and other non-teaching tasks are
being allocated to support staff,
ensuring that educators can
devote their time and energy to
students,” Mann said, empha-
sizing the government's dedica-

tion to enhancing the learning
environment.

During the PTM, parents
were given the opportunity to
discuss their children’s academ-
ic progress and areas for improve-
ment. Teachers conversed with
parents in their local languages,
ensuring clear communication.
The Education Department also
sought feedback from parents
about the facilities provided in
schools and discussed potential
improvements.

Education Minister Harjot
Singh Bains and MP Malwinder
Singh Kang, who were present
at the event, reiterated the gov-
ernment's commitment to edu-
cational excellence. Bains
emphasized that the government
is focused on nurturing young
talent and providing them with

the resources they need to suc-
ceed.

Mann also shared details of
the government’s ongoing efforts
to revolutionize the education
system in Punjab. He men-
tioned that the state has sent
batches of teachers and educa-
tion officers to countries like
Singapore and Finland, as well
as to premier institutes like IIM
Ahmedabad, for training in
modern educational techniques.
The objective, Mann said, is to
ensure that students in Punjab
receive world-class education,
enabling them to excel in their
fields.

In addition, the Chief
Minister highlighted that 118
government schools have been
transformed into Schools of
Eminence, with a focus on high-

speed internet and modern
infrastructure. Uniforms have
been distributed, and a transport
facility has been initiated for
these schools. The Punjab gov-
ernment has also regularized
over 12,000 employees in the
School Education Department
and recruited more than 10,000
teachers since April 2022.

Mann urged the parents to
have faith in their children's
capabilities and to allow them to
pursue the career paths they are
passionate about. “We must
encourage our children to
explore their own interests and
trust that they will excel when
given the right support,” he
said, adding that the govern-
ment’s top priorities are educa-
tion, health, power, water, and
infrastructure.
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Much to the contrary
of the popular belief
about happiness

being commensurate with
the degree of material success,
my late father asserted that the
key to happiness lies in con-
tentment. Both views have
their share of advocates, the
former often relying on vali-
dation from outside, and the
latter, a more philosophical
contention anchored in an
irrevocable sense of self-assur-
ance. 
The philosophy of content-
ment is a long shot for many
of us embroiled in making it
materialistically big, and we
tend to seek a lot of external
validation to determine our
core worth. Maybe, the
philosophies are based on
two entirely different life prin-
ciples and the value of neither
can be dismissed. Success
has its sweet trimmings and
contentment has its merit,
and both may be equally
coveted. 
What distinguishes one from
the other is the element of
endorsement we crave for
our endeavours. Even the
most self-assured person
looks for acceptance and
recognition, and there is no
shame in it. Validation from

others is indeed required for
us to stay on course, not sim-
ply for the ego boost it brings
but also for the motivation it
gives us to strive and march
forward in making a mark in
the world. The more saga-
cious ones among us may,
however, hold a different
view. I have heard several sug-
gestions that we should not
seek approval from others and
instead rely solely on our
inner convictions. 
While this notion seems
noble, it underestimates a
fundamental human need—
to feel seen, heard, and
acknowledged by those
around us. 
To deny the significance of
external validation is to ignore
an essential part of the human
experience. Whether we
realise it or not, the approval
we seek from others has a

profound impact on our self-
perception and our efforts to
succeed. 
When someone validates our
work, it serves as a confirma-
tion that we are on the right
track. It is a form of recogni-
tion that can affirm our abil-
ities, encourage us to push
further, and give us the con-
fidence to take risks that we
might otherwise avoid.
Take, for instance, the world
of creative endeavours.
Writers, artists, musicians—
those of us in professions
where the outcomes are sub-
jective—often look to their
audiences for validation. It’s
not just about ego or pride.
When someone appreciates a
piece of art or writing, it sig-
nals to the creator that their
expression has resonated with
others, creating a connec-
tion. 
It is this recognition that
gives an artist the courage to
continue crafting, to
improve, and to share their
innermost thoughts with the
world. Without that valida-
tion, their passion might
wither in isolation. In profes-
sional contexts, validation
can often come in the form
of promotions, awards, or
even just a simple “well

done.” These acknowledge-
ments are crucial motivators. 
They tell us that our efforts
matter, that our contribu-
tions are recognised, and
that we are moving in the
right direction. While self-
belief is vital, external
acknowledgement adds
weight to that belief, making
it more tangible. It confirms
that our skills and efforts are
seen as valuable by others,
which can propel us toward
even greater heights.
Furthermore, seeking valida-
tion is not just about person-
al gain—it also creates a
cycle of mutual encourage-
ment. 
When we validate others, we
lift them, creating a support-
ive environment where
everyone’s contributions are
acknowledged. 
It doesn’t just boost their
morale; it strengthens their
commitment to the work
they’re doing. Of course, we
must also be wary of relying
solely on external validation.
The danger lies in over-
dependence, where we begin
to measure our worth only
by what others say. 

(The author is a columnist
and writing coach based in
Dubai;Views are personal)
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opposite and talking about bringing the
opposite policy to his state. He wants to
encourage those who have more children
and is planning to punish those who have
fewer. He said that the increasing average
age of people in the state is becoming a
matter of concern. Families should have
at least two or more children. In the com-
ing times, only those who have two or
more children will be able to contest local
body elections. 
The state government will soon make a law
for this. Naidu further said that there are
many districts in Andhra Pradesh where
only elderly people are left in the villages.
The fertility rate is continuously falling in
the southern states. While the average fer-
tility rate in the country is 2.1, this figure
has fallen to 1.6 in the southern states. Is
India really getting old? The young pop-
ulation is decreasing. According to the
Centre’s Youth in India-2022 report, by
2036, only 34.55 crore of the population
of the country will be young, which is
more than 47 per cent right now.
Currently, 25 crore youth in the country
are between 15 and 25 years of age. In the

next 15 years, it will fall even faster. 
Jang Bahadur Singh  | Jamshedpur
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Madam — The escalating diplomatic row
between India and Canada will have the
more than 4 lakh Indian students study-
ing in Canada worried and concerned
about their future. Many have sold every-
thing they owned in India to study in
Canada, which is seen as a gateway to a bet-
ter future. The 20 lakh Indians will won-
der what their future is going to be. 
The first thing the government needs to do
is reassure the immigrants that their inter-
ests will be protected by the government
of India. The Indian media too should stop
bashing Justin Trudeau the way they have
been doing. India needs also to be worried
that other nations like America, the UK,
Australia and New Zealand have come out
in support of Canada over the plot to assas-
sinate Canadian citizens on its soil.

Anthony Henriques | Mumbai
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Madam —This refers to the news report,
‘BJP releases 99-strong candidate list’
(October 21). On one hand, alliance part-
ners of Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) are
still struggling to finalise the seat-shar-
ing formula for Maharasthra Assembly
polls, the BJP has announced candidates
for the majority of seats in its share. The
MVA dealt a deadly blow to the Mahayuti
by winning 29 out of 48 Lok Sabha polls.
But, in the last 4 months, political equa-
tions have drastically changed in the state,
which may help the ruling dispensation,
i.e. the BJP-led Mahayuti, which was just
1.52 per cent behind the MVA in terms
of Lok Sabha vote share. The Shinde gov-
ernment’s Ladki Bahini Yojana scheme
has been very popular among women
voters. 
The Congress which won 13 seats and
secured lead in 63 assembly segments in
Lok Sabha polls, appeared to lose
momentum after its poor performance in
recent Assembly polls in Haryana and J
and K. In addition, the Mahayuti has less
discord over the chief ministerial face in
the Assembly polls though it is going in
the polls without any CM face. But the
MVA is a divided house on CM face. The
Shiv Sena (UBT) wants projection of for-
mer CM and party chief Uddhav
Thackeray while Sharad Pawar is repeat-
edly hinting to support Jayant Patil as CM
face. Unexpected success in Lok Sabha
has also driven ambitions of the Congress
high for the CM post in case of the vic-
tory of the MVA. The Manoj Jarange fac-
tor is also unlikely to be as effective as in
Lok Sabha polls. 

Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad
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Madam — Andhra Pradesh CM
Chandrababu Naidu is a part of the far-
right government at the centre, which has
been demanding for more than 10 years
that ‘population control policies should be
implemented as soon as possible to con-
trol India’s population growth. But
Chandrababu Naidu is going exactly the
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Trump had shockingly
claimed that fame had enabled
him to grope women! 
Then Vance had heeded to his
moral conscience as a practis-
ing Christian and lamented,
“Fellow Christians, everyone
is watching us when we apol-
ogize for this man. Lord help
us”. But all his conscience
came to nought at the altar of
political ambition as Vance
meekly retracted later, “I’ve
been very open that I did say
those critical things and I
regret them, and I regret being
wrong about the guy”. 
With that, everything was
supposedly forgotten, and
Vance now ‘presumably’ sees
Trump as a paragon of
Christian values, morality,
and dignity that America
needs for the future! 
Meanwhile, the elephant in the
room who says a lot by not
speaking at all is former Vice
President Mike Pence – once
the most devout and virtuous
of Christians who was earlier
the most loyal confidante of
Trump. Presumably, the die-
hard Republican had put up
with all of Trump’s crassness
in the silent hope that the
Republican Presidency would
set things right with conserv-
ative and far-right policies, as
any committed Republican
would have hoped. 
Much as he remained loyal to
the bitter end, Pence did final-

ly put fealty to the
Constitution above the unrea-
sonable demands of a man he
had once slavishly addressed
as ‘my President’, on the fate-
ful 6th January 2021. 
That Trump had showed his
true character by shrugging
his shoulders with a ‘so what’
refrain when told that Pence
was at physical risk with riot-
ers chanting ‘hang Mike
Pence’, is a footnote in the long
history of Trump’s unhinged,
amoral and reckless politics.
Importantly, Pence had held
his head, heart, and soul intact,
when he played a pivotal role
in saving America’s democra-
cy by confirming the electoral
process and result, to the utter
dismay of Trump. 
Pence was to later reflect
philosophically, “like the Bible
says, at some point, you’ve just
got to wipe the dust off your
feet and go your separate
ways”. In Trump’s golfing
world, the term ‘Mulligan’
(an extra stroke allowed after
a poor shot) is best applicable
to Pence’s tumultuous tenure,
unceremonious parting, and
subsequent redemption with
the Trump era. 
Today, the forgotten image of
Pence is reflective of the
conundrum that many com-
mitted Republicans face in
Trump’s candidature – he
refuses to support Trump
after “all that he has done” and

cannot bring himself to
endorse a partisan rival,
Kamala Harris, either. 
This lurking ambiguity in
Republican ranks (or amongst
the ‘undecided’) could tilt
things decisively in the forth-
coming cliffhanger of a
Presidential contest.
Meanwhile Trump’s view of
his former ‘wingman’ Pence is
as expected of a cribbing,
complaining and bitter man
who vaingloriously claims that
Pence lacked the ‘courage’
and ‘stamina’ in the ultimate
bidding.
Even Vance’s own mealy-
mouthed and almost forced
views on Trump’s “stolen man-
date” in the 2020 Presidential
elections are also, hardly con-
vincing. 
This is situationally reflective
of the ‘cultlike campaign’ of
Donald Trump that is hoping
to cross the bridge even if it
tramples on imperatives that
are constitutional, moral or
ideological/partisan, as in
Donald Trump’s world, if you
can cheat in Golf. 
You can surely cheat in life –
winning at any cost is only an
extension of the selfish and
deceitful spirit that represents
Donald Trump.
(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor

of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry; the

views expressed are personal)
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American sportswriter
Rick Reilly wrote a
book called
Commander in
Cheat: How Golf

Explains Trump, to explain
Donald Trump’s incorrigible
ways. He alludes to Trump’s self-
claimed prowess in Golf and his
purported handicap of 2.8 by a
fawning Golf Digest by saying, “If
Trump is a 2.8, Queen Elizabeth
is a pole vaulter.”
However, perhaps the most
damning reality check for Trump
is the fact that both his ‘wingman’
(former and current) i.e., Vice
President Mike Pence and his
current running mate, JD Vance,
would have the maximum access
to Trump and know him as a per-
son, have been critical – even if
expediency forces Vance to con-
veniently renege from his earli-
er views and for Pence says a lot
with his deafening silence and
refusal to endorse his former
boss’s candidature. 
For all his matching vitriol, boor-
ishness (remember, ‘childless cat
ladies’) and Oorah-style brouha-
ha as a former Marine, JD Vance
was once stoutly anti-Trump.
Vance had once declared himself
as a ‘never-Trump guy’ and called
Trump ‘reprehensible’ and an
‘idiot’. Vance then had the clari-
ty to articulate the reason for his
non-support of Trump by insist-
ing, “The reason, ultimately, that
I am not…is because I think that
(Trump) is the most raw expres-
sion of a massive finger pointed
at other people.” 
In the 2016  US Presidential elec-
tions, Vance had rationalised
Trump’s authoritarian, illiberal
and intolerant ways by slamming,
“back and forth between think-
ing Trump is a cynical a-hole like
Nixon who wouldn’t be that bad
(and might even prove useful) or
that he’s America’s Hitler”! For all
his matching vitriol, boorishness
(remember, ‘childless cat ladies’)
and Oorah-style brouhaha as a
former Marine, JD Vance was
once stoutly anti-Trump.
Vance had once declared himself
as a ‘never-Trump guy’ and called
Trump ‘reprehensible’ and an
‘idiot’. He was quick to ‘take
down’ uncomfortable views that
he had expressed about Trump
like the one he had put about the
‘Access Hollywood’ tape where
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The current condition of the
Yamuna River has been raising
concerns for the past few days as

the festive season arrives. The river is
covered with a very thick layer of
froth. The froth can cause major health
problems, which can affect both human

health and wildlife in the areas sur-
rounding the river Yamuna. Now, as we
see, pollution levels have reached an
alarming stage. Instantaneous steps
should be taken in order to address the
issue as soon as possible. 
According to experts, the froth contains
high levels of ammonia and phos-
phates, which can lead to respiratory
and skin disorders. Recently, the
Environment Minister, Gopal Rai, men-
tioned that a few days ago, the officials
were instructed to recognise the region-
al sources of pollution. 13 hotspots have
been chosen for this purpose, where the
main local source of pollution will be
identified, which was causing the area’s
pollution levels to rise significantly
above Delhi’s AQI.

Neha Tomar | Ujjain
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The Government of India
provides free food grains
to more than 81 crore

beneficiaries under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana (PMGKAY)
making it the largest food
security programme in the
world. This vast operation—
from sourcing food grains
from farmers to delivering
them to ration cardholders—
relies on a complex, decades-
old supply chain. The Food
Corporation of India (FCI),
state procurement agencies,
millers, transporters, ware-
houses, and Fair Price Shops
(FPS) all play a critical role in
this network. However, its
design has historically been
shaped by administrative con-
venience more than scientific
optimisation. Supply routes
were planned manually by

state officials, a process prone
to sub-optimality, bias and
human error. In October 2021,
the Prime Minister launched
the PM GatiShakti Master
Plan aiming to enhance mul-
timodal connectivity and opti-
mise logistics across the coun-
try. 
One of its key pillars,
“Optimisation,” envisions
selecting the most efficient
routes for transporting goods,

thereby saving time and reduc-
ing costs. In line with this
vision, the Department of
Food and Public Distribution
(DFPD) launched a national
route optimisation exercise in
March 2023, in partnership
with the World Food
Programme (UNWFP) and
the Foundation for Innovation
and Technology Transfer
(FITT) from IIT Delhi. 
This exercise, targeting the
annual transportation of 6.8
crore metric tons of food
grains through the PDS, marks
a transformative step towards
building a more efficient and
cost-effective food supply
chain. The process was com-
prehensive: geo-locations of
warehouses and FPS, along
with their capacities and road
distances, were collected from
each state. Using this data, cus-

tom algorithms were devel-
oped for each state to deter-
mine the most optimal supply
chain routes. More than 50
physical workshops were held
by DFPD and FITT officials to
guide states in data collection
and demonstrate the benefits
of route optimisation. 
These optimised routes were
then validated on the ground
to ensure they accounted for
local conditions, and a state-
specific intra-state optimisa-
tion tool was developed to
allow for adjustments in the
supply chain – such as adding
or modifying entities like ware-
houses or FPSs. For instance,
Bihar developed an annual
movement plan based on its
PDS requirements, food grain
volume, and monthly trans-
port routes. The customised
algorithm factored in different

possibilities of local procure-
ment within the state and the
grain required to be sourced
from the FCI. This gave the
state a clear view of its yearly
logistics, allowing for cost-
saving adjustments. By choos-
ing the optimal option, Bihar
reduced transport distances by
19 per cent, saving over Rs 3.09
crore per month. Similarly,
Mizoram optimised its routes
by eliminating unnecessary
transfers of food grains

between warehouses, achiev-
ing a 50 per cent reduction in
distance and saving an estimat-
ed Rs 1.27 crore monthly. A
significant milestone in this
effort was the integration of the
route optimisation tool with
the GatiShakti platform, which
now houses geo-locations of
FPSs and warehouses across all
states. 
This integration enables the
platform to generate the short-
est possible motorable routes
from FCI godowns to state
godowns, and further from
state godowns to FPSs. 
The platform also allows real-
time route re-optimisation
based on updated infrastructure
data (such as new roads) from
other ministries. Since March
2023, route optimisation assess-
ments have been completed for
30 out of 31 states, with intra-

state route optimisation tools
developed for 15 states so far.
Early results from 12 states
show tremendous promise, with
transportation costs reduced
by an estimated Rs 112 crore
annually. Once fully imple-
mented across all states, savings
could exceed? 250 crore per
year. This initiative is not only
an economic win but also an
environmental one. Global food
miles—representing the dis-
tance food travels from produc-
tion to consumption—account
for nearly one-fifth of total
food system emissions.
Optimising India’s food distri-
bution routes can contribute sig-
nificantly to reducing CO2
emissions, aligning with the
country’s climate change com-
mitments under the Paris
Agreement and its Conference
of Parties (COP) targets. The

reduction in fuel consumption
will also help conserve foreign
exchange reserves. Looking
ahead, DFPD is exploring the
possibility of earning carbon
credits under the Carbon Credit
Trading Scheme (CCTS), offer-
ing states an added incentive to
complete the route optimisation
process and earn tradable car-
bon credit certificates. This step
would not only strengthen
India’s commitment to a climate-
smart supply chain but also
potentially generate financial
benefits. In conclusion, The
integration of advanced tech-
nologies and data-driven tools
is setting the stage for a smarter
future in public distribution, one
that safeguards both our
resources and the planet.
(The writer is Secretary, Food &
Public Distribution, Govt of
India; views are personal)
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develop an understanding of what
subjects to learn and what to pick
up eventually in higher classes
which has not been the case so far. 
A course used to be thrust upon
them. This very important facet
has been very appropriately
addressed in this.
Learn to Leave: Having decided
what course to take up for sec-
ondary and higher education, a
student used to be trapped forev-
er whether one liked the subject/
course or not. (In the older edu-
cation system for example if one
had opted for Physics or Sanskrit:
one was struck with that forever
whether one liked these subjects
or not) 
There was no way to move out
unless one gave up higher educa-
tion or started afresh. The other
difficulty was that due to some
odd circumstances if one had to
discontinue the education there
was no way to restart unless you
lose years/ time, but in this, one
could leave anytime or rejoin
anytime (Comes under Multi
entry/ Multi exit system).
In the present system if one
stayed away for a few years one
could not come back to education
in desired subjects but under
NEP-2020 one can restart anytime
one’s education by including the
credits earned before leaving.
Therefore, under the present NEP,
no one shall stay away or be
denied education because of cir-
cumstances. This was not the
case in the older system.
Education to empower: Under
this education is to give due ben-
efits to society by developing the
right kind of skill. For Example,
an electronic engineer is not able
to do even basic electrical repairs
or a mechanical engineer is not in
a position to rectify even a basic
fault. Integration of vocational
courses with regular ones to pro-
vide practical skills for employ-
ment, benefiting students with
diverse academic interests or lim-

ited access to traditional pathways
or linking them with one anoth-
er are some of the hallmarks of the
present system.
This is to develop the right syl-
labus to reduce disparities.
Emphasis in this is on equitable
access to quality education.
Essentially NEP 2020 shall be
attempting to reduce unwanted
syllabus for comprehensive under-
standing towards skill-based edu-
cation. 
Teach to transform: the teaching
in the older system was not of any
speciality. One acquires the right
skills through one’s efforts to be
useful to society. Under this, it
shall be essential to train teachers
and educational staff to deliver
child-centred education for job
placement, which shall be an
important feature so far lacking to
a large extent.
Challenges: One of the biggest
features of this has been the wide
choice of subjects that one could
take. Now this wide spectrum of
subjects will be possible to be
taken by students if there is a way
to keep a record of a student’s
movement and subjects taken. In
a Country like ours which has
more than 39K colleges, about
1000 Universities and 4.33 crores
students (Nearly 80 per cent are
in graduation and the remaining
20 per cent are from post-gradu-
ation classes), it shall be impossi-
ble to maintain a record of this
kind unless there is a mechanism
similar to computerised banking
arrangement which maintains all
types of record impeccably. For
this an Academic Bank of Credit
has been proposed where every
institution shall be registered to
enable a record of these move-
ments of students, subjects taken
and credits earned can be main-
tained like what is done in bank-
ing.
Biggest f law so far :
Unfortunately, to date, not even 50
per cent of Institutions have reg-

istered themselves in this (in
ABC) which is the real key to the
success of this policy. This is a way
to keep records of students’ sub-
jects, their movements and cred-
its earned. 
Sharing of resources: Under
NEP a wide umbrella of choice of
subject, record of early education,
movement from one institution to
another and credits cleared/
earned by a student shall be pos-
sible only if the resources are
shared by various institutions. 
It will be impossible for any par-
ticular college to offer all subjects
and to offer teaching in a variety
of courses unless there is a huge
staff to do this. It will be human-
ly impossible to achieve all this
unless sharing is done particular-
ly when online teaching has now
come in a big way in our univer-
sity system. 
Similarly, the resources for science
laboratories, libraries research
facilities as well  as
Entrepreneurship schemes can
be very effectively shared to make
the education truly inclusive as
per the aims of NEP 2020.
Therefore, in conclusion, this
policy shall succeed if: Every
institution registers with ABC
(Academic Bank of Credit)
Sharing of resources starts in a big
way in earnest in all areas like
teaching, especially in online
modes, libraries, Laboratories and
instrumental facilities; Open
schooling system for all without
any conditions and
Establishment of the Higher
Education Commission of India
immediately to monitor the reg-
istration of ABC etc. It shall not
become a roaring success unless
all agencies like MOE, UGC etc
take concerted efforts to bring
about a radical change.

(The writer is a Former Vice-
Chancellor of Pondicherry

University and Gandhigram
Rural Institute, Dindigul; views

are personal) 

NEP 2020 was founded on the
guiding principles of Access,
Equity,  Quality,
Affordability and
Accountability. This was

primarily to prepare the young ones to
face the diverse national & global chal-
lenges for the present & future. The
Policy aims to lead to a multi-discipli-
nary, holistic under-graduation syllabus,
create wider choices of combinations of
Subjects, Integration of Vocational
Education with regular Subjects and
multi-entry and multi-exit points with
regular appropriate certification at var-
ious stages. The aim is to ensure that no
child loses any opportunity to learn and
excel because of the circumstances of
birth, economy and/or background.
This should eventually lead to transfor-
mative changes which shall change the
lifeline of education in our country. The
emphasis is going to be on holistic edu-
cation, early childhood care, flexible
assessments, skill development, inte-
gration of technology, teacher training
and higher education reforms. These are
aimed at designing a learner-centric and
inclusive education for a future-ready
system:
By embracing these India is poised to
provide quality education to everyone
with the necessary skills and knowledge
to thrive in the 21st century. The
motto has been to provide “Equitable and
Inclusive Education” to ensure that no
child should be denied quality education
because of their socio-cultural back-
ground and 100 per cent GER is reached
by 2030. Looking at all the facts present-
ed alone, one gets a feeling that this is
going to be a real game changer in the
education system of our country but the
reality remains that it has not taken off
even after three years of its approval. The
major reason is that a majority do not
understand the spirit of this very mean-
ingful policy. If implemented in letter and
spirit then our country shall be compa-
rable to the best in the world in the field
of education. An in-depth analysis and
exploring what lies ahead; One can
divide this whole NEP-2020 into four
main capsules which this Policy envis-
ages:
Teaching in the mother tongue or spo-
ken language, Learn to leave, Teach to
Transform and Educate to Empower.
These highlighted Capsules shall com-
pletely sum up the entire NEP-2020,
which none has so far put appropriate-
ly and completely. Elaborating each one
of these shall drive home all the points:
Teaching in spoken language: The
importance of this cannot be under-
mined. Original thinking comes only in
the mother tongue (spoken languages)
and this advantage has never been given
to our students in any of our earlier poli-
cies. English has always been overempha-
sised and a wrong notion has been cre-
ated that English is knowledge whereas
the fact remains that it is just a language
and not knowledge. Knowledge can
always be acquired by knowing a lan-
guage. Our beginners have always been
worried about learning English rather
than developing an understanding of a
concept in their way, therefore majority
of the students are lost in this learning
of the English language rather than
focussing on the original thinking. This
has been given an appropriate weightage
under NEP. A student shall learn to
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IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

VED PRAKASH  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-073827-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

VED PRAKASH Address - s/o 

Dikhi Lal RIO GRAM BAIRAGRA 

RASULABAD, KANPUR DEHAT, 

KANPUR-209306, UTTAR 

PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued 

against you with a direction that 

you should appear personally 

before the court on 02-12-2024 at 

10.00 a.m. or within 30 days from 

the date of publication of this 

proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

MOHD. SVAIL KURAISHI  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-073829-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

MOHD. SVAIL KURAISHI Address 

- S/o Mohd Navab R/O 

BAHLOLPUR AILAI KHAGA, 

FATEHPUR-212655, UTTAR 

PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued 

against you with a direction that 

you should appear personally 

before the court on 02-12-2024 at 

10.00 a.m. or within 30 days from 

the date of publication of this 

proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

GURTEJ SINGH  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-053739-2023  

DATE: 05-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

GURTEJ SINGH Address - SON 

OF KARNAIL SINGH RESIDENT 

OF HOUSE NO 137 WARD NO 

19 BHAGRIAN WALA SUNAM 

DISTRICT SANGRUR 148028 

PUNJAB 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued against 

you with a direction that you should 

appear personally before the court 

on 05-12-2024 at 10.00 a.m. or 

within 30 days from the date of 

publication of this proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

HARPREET SINGH  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-053741-2023  

DATE: 05-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

HARPREET SINGH Address - 

SON OF KULWANT SINGH 

RESIDENT OF KATHUA HARDU 

MUTHI RAKH JAMMU 184143 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued 

against you with a direction that 

you should appear personally 

before the court on 05-12-2024 at 

10.00 a.m. or within 30 days from 

the date of publication of this 

proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

SHEORAN INFRA  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-053743-2023  

DATE: 05-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

SHEORAN INFRA Address - 

THROUGH ITS AUTHORIZED 

SIGNATORY MANIRAM 

RESDIENT OF WARD NO 08 

OPP ICICI BANK LTD 

GANESHGARH 

SRIGANGANAGAR 335025 

RAJASTHAN  

02. MANIRAM SON OF GHANI 

RAM RESIDENT OF WARD NO 

08 GANESHGARH BARANI 

GANESHGARH 

SRIGANGANAGAR 335025 

RAJASTHAN. 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued against 

you with a direction that you should 

appear personally before the court 

on 05-12-2024 at 10.00 a.m. or 

within 30 days from the date of 

publication of this proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK 

VS.  

GURJINDER SINGH  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-053744-2023  

DATE: 05-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

GURJINDER SINGH Address - 

SON OF LAKHVVINDER SINGH 

RESIDENT OF FEROZEPUR 

ROAD GURU RAMDAS AVENUE 

FARIDKOT 151203 PUNJAB 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued against 

you with a direction that you should 

appear personally before the court 

on 05-12-2024 at 10.00 a.m. or 

within 30 days from the date of 

publication of this proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

DIGVIJAY SINGH  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-073579-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO: 

DIGVIJAY SINGH Address - S/O 

RAM SANJEEVAN, R/O 

DURGAPUR TAPASIPAH, 

BAHRAMGHAT, BARABANKI-

225201, UTTAR PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued against 

you with a direction that you should 

appear personally before the court 

on 02-12-2024 at 10.00 a.m. or 

within 30 days from the date of 

publication of this proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

RAMKARAN YADAV 

CNR NO.:PBLD03-073824-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

RAMKARAN YADAV Address - 

S/O Joddhi R/O NASEERPUR 

NIMAICHA, NASIRPUR, UNNA0- 

241503, UTTAR PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued 

against you with a direction that 

you should appear personally 

before the court on 02-12-2024 at 

10.00 a.m. or within 30 days from 

the date of publication of this 

proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK 

VS.  

ABHISHEK GUPTA  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-073825-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

ABHISHEK GUPTA Address - s/o 

Sushul kumar Gupta, R/O 75-188, 

SUBJI MANDI, HALSI ROAD, 

RANJEET PURINA, KANPUR-

208001, UTTAR PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued against 

you with a direction that you should 

appear personally before the court 

on 02-12-2024 at 10.00 a.m. or 

within 30 days from the date of 

publication of this proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

PRANJAL GUPTA  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-073581-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO: 

PRANJAL GUPTA Address - S/O 

SURENDER KUMAR GUPTA R/O 

JAMURATGANJ, MADHOPUR, 

FAIZABAD-224201, UTTAR 

PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued 

against you with a direction that 

you should appear personally 

before the court on 02-12-2024 at 

10.00 a.m. or within 30 days from 

the date of publication of this 

proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK 

VS.  

RAHUL SHUKLA  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-073580-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

RAHUL SHUKLA Address - 

JAMUNA PARSHAD SHUKLA 

R/O 537 GHA/P449, SHRI 

NAGAR COLONY, MADIYANV, 

LUCKNOW-226021, UTTAR 

PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued 

against you with a direction that 

you should appear personally 

before the court on 02-12-2024 at 

10.00 a.m. or within 30 days from 

the date of publication of this 

proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

JITENDRA KUMAR  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-073574-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

JITENDRA KUMAR Address – 

S/O RAJENDRA, R/O 

KHAIRIPURW SUJANPUR 

KHERI LAKHIMPUR KHERI-

262907, UTTAR PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued 

against you with a direction that 

you should appear personally 

before the court on 02-12-2024 at 

10.00 a.m. or within 30 days from 

the date of publication of this 

proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 

district_notice & district= Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

RAMSAKAL SINGH  

CNR NO.:PBLDO3-073576-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

RAMSAKAL SINGH Address - 

S/O Babu Singh, AUTHORIZED 

SIGNATORY OF MAA LAXMI 

SEWA SANSTHAN, R/O 

VILLAGE PURE GAUTAMAN, 

POST BAERUA, TEHSIL 

LALGANG, RAEBARELI-229216, 

UTTAR PRADESH 02. MAA 

LAXMI SEWA SANSTHAN 

THROUGH AUTHORIZED 

SIGNATORY RAMSAKAL SINGH 

SON OF BABU SINGH 

RESIDENT OF VILLAGE PURE 

GAUTAMAN POST BAERUA 

TEHSIL LALGANG RAEBARELI-

229216 UTTAR PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued 

against you with a direction that 

you should appear personally 

before the court on 02-12-2024 at 

10.00 a.m. or within 30 days from 

the date of publication of this 

proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

SUNEEL GANESH  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-073577-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

SUNEEL GANESH Address - 

SON OF GANANATHAN R/O 

BASADILA KAMASIN KHURD, 

MAHARAJGANJ, GORAKHPUR-

273158, UTTAR PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued 

against you with a direction that 

you should appear personally 

before the court on 02-12-2024 at 

10.00 a.m. or within 30 days from 

the date of publication of this 

proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

IN THE COURT OF SH. 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI 

Judicial Magistrate-Ist Class 

Ludhiana

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK  

VS.  

FURKAN AHAMAD  

CNR NO.:PBLD03-073578-2023  

DATE: 02-12-2024  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

FURKAN AHAMAD Address - S/O 

SAIM AHAMAD, R/O 

MASTARBAG JODAURA 

KASMANDA, SITAPUR-261302, 

UTTAR PRADESH 

Whereas it has proved to the 

satisfaction of this court that You, 

the above named accused / 

accused persons can’t be served 

in the ordinary way of service. 

Hence, this proclamation under 

section 82 of code of criminal 

procedure is hereby issued 

against you with a direction that 

you should appear personally 

before the court on 02-12-2024 at 

10.00 a.m. or within 30 days from 

the date of publication of this 

proclamation. 

Take notice that, in case of default 

on your part to appear as directed 

above the above said case will be 

heard and determined as per law, 

in your absence. 

FOR DETAILS LOGON TO 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Ludhiana 

SIMRANDEEP SINGH SOHI  

Judicial Magistrate-1st Class

Ludhiana 

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE
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Aspecial parliamentary com-
mittee, formed to decide

on the appointment of
Pakistan’s next chief justice, will
meet on Tuesday to nominate
the new top judge from among
the three most senior Supreme
Court judges.
The recently adopted 26th
Constitutional Amendment
brought numerous changes
pertaining to the judiciary,
among which is appointing
the chief justice by a Special
Parliamentary Committee
(SPC) out of three top judges
against the previous rule of the
senior-most judge becoming
the chief justice under the
seniority principle.
The incumbent chief justice,
Qazi Faez Isa, is set to retire on

October 25 and under the old
rule, senior puisne judge,
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, was
set to be the next chief.
Under amendments to clause 3
of Article 175A, instead of the
president appointing the “most
senior judge of the Supreme
Court” as the chief justice, the
top judge will now be “appoint-
ed on the recommendation of
the Special Parliamentary
Committee from amongst the
three most senior” judges of the
Supreme Court.
After Justice Shah, the next two
senior apex court judges are
Justices Munib Akhtar and
Yahya Afridi.
Under a new clause 3C of
Article 175A, the first nomina-
tion after the Amendment was
in force is to be sent “within
three days prior to the retire-

ment” of the outgoing CJ,
which sets the deadline for
nomination by tonight.
The SPC comprises eight mem-
bers of the national assembly
and four senators nominated
by their respective parliamen-
tary leaders. Political parties
have representation in the com-
mittee based on their strength
in the parliament. The attorney
general is also part of the com-
mittee. 
But the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf decided to stay away
from the meeting of the SPC.
“Of course, we will not be part
of any parliamentary commit-
tee. We believe not only the
amendments but in the man-
ner they were passed itself was
illegal,” PTI leader Zulfi
Bukhari said in a statement on
X. “Why would we legitimise

them and be part of this mafia
that is destroying the indepen-
dence of our judiciary?” he
asked rhetorically. “We are not
going to part take in parliamen-
tary committee, loud and clear.”
The committee’s task is to vet
the top three senior judges.
Once the name is finalised, it
will be sent to the prime min-
ister, who will then forward it
to the president for the appoint-
ment.
The new process signals a sig-
nificant departure from the
judiciary’s long-held autonomy
in determining its leadership.
Apparently being tired of judi-
cial overreach, the parliament
tried to curtail the judiciary’s
influence in political and gov-
ernance matters, which the
courts were accused of exercis-
ing in recent years.

6����	�

�
��
��
���	�
��7�
���
 ����'
�
	�����������
�����8�
���� ��/�����3�

Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen is telling world

financial leaders that the US
economy has grown stronger
because the Biden administra-
tion rejected isolationism,
offering a barely veiled criti-
cism of former President
Donald Trump’s policies two
weeks before the US election.
Yellen was opening the IMF
and World Bank annual meet-
ings on Tuesday by highlight-
ing US economic growth since
the nation was in the grips of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Without mentioning Trump
by name, she said in an advance
draft of her remarks that the
Biden administration had
ended a period of internation-
al isolationism that “made
America and the world worse
off ”. “We went from millions
having lost their jobs to a his-
toric labour market recovery,”
Yellen says. She said US eco-
nomic growth has been “almost
twice as fast as most other
advanced economies this year
and last, even as inflation came
down sooner”.
The IMF released its interna-
tional outlook on the global
economy on Tuesday morning
and upgraded its economic
outlook for the United States

this year while lowering its
expectations for growth in
Europe and China.
The IMF expects the US econ-
omy — the world’s largest — to
expand 2.8 per cent this year,
down slightly from 2.9 per
cent in 2023 but an improve-
ment on the 2.6 per cent it had
forecast for 2024 back in July.
Growth in the United States has
been led by strong consumer
spending, fuelled by healthy
gains in inflation-adjusted
wages.
The meetings mark the last
major international finance
gathering held during the
Biden administration and come
as economic issues are a top
concern for American voters.
Republicans have blamed the
Biden-Harris administration
for inflation that reached a 40-
year high before dropping.
Trump campaign press secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt said in a
statement that the Biden-Harris
administration “created an
inflation crisis, record-high gas
prices, skyrocketing mortgage
and interest rates resulting in
the lowest consumer and small
business confidence in
decades”.
Voters remain largely divided
over whether they prefer the
Republican nominee, Trump,

or Democratic nominee Vice
President Kamala Harris to
handle key economic issues,
according to an October survey
by The Associated Press-
NORC Centre for Public
Affairs Research.
Who wins the US election will
also have enormous impacts on
global finance and the world’s
economy.
Trump and Harris have spoken
little about their plans for the
International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank. But they
have differing views on trade,
tariffs and other economic
issues. Trump has been scepti-
cal of world financial bodies
and is promising heavy tariffs
if elected. Harris is more like-
ly to continue the Biden
administration approach
favouring international coop-
eration over threats, though she
has supported some tariffs.
Yellen, like other federal offi-
cials, is barred from partisan
political activity by the Hatch
Act and chose her words care-
fully in her speech. But she
praised Biden-Harris initia-
tives on climate, health care,
infrastructure spending and
other areas.
She alluded to Trump’s interna-
tional leadership saying: “From
day one, we rejected isolation-

ism that made America and the
world worse off and pursued
global economic leadership
that supports economies
around the world and brings
significant benefits to the
American people and the US
economy.”
Trump, who has embraced
isolationism and criticised
multilateral institutions,
promises as president to
impose a 60 per cent tariff on
all Chinese goods and a “uni-
versal’ tariff of 10 per cent or
20 per cent on everything else
that enters the United States,
insisting that the cost of tax-
ing imported goods is
absorbed by the foreign
countries that produce those
goods. Mainstream econo-
mists say that would amount
to a tax on American con-
sumers that would make the
economy less efficient and
send inflation surging in the
United States.
The Biden-Harris adminis-
tration has not eliminated
tariffs imposed on China
during the Trump adminis-
tration and in May also
slapped major tariffs on
Chinese electric vehicles,
advanced batteries, solar cells,
steel, aluminum and medical
equipment.
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An initial toxicology report
for ex-One Direction singer

Liam Payne, who died last week
after falling from a third-floor
hotel balcony in Buenos Aires,
showed that he had cocaine in
his system after his death, an
Argentine official said.
The final toxicology results are
not expected to be made public
for some weeks. But the prelim-
inary toxicology report of the
wildly famous boy band star,
handed to local prosecutors on
Monday, suggested evidence of
exposure to cocaine, the official
said, stressing that these initial
results don’t offer an accurate
reading of just how much was
circulating in his blood when he
died.
The official spoke on condition
of anonymity because he was not
authorized to brief journalists.
The preliminary report was

widely reported in local media
on Monday.
Argentina’s public prosecution is
investigating the case — which
is not uncommon when a death
is sudden or unexpected.
Payne’s autopsy concluded that
the traumatic injuries that
caused his death were consistent
with his three-story fall from the
hotel window. Prosecutors have
ruled out anyone else being
involved. 
Argentine investigators found
what appeared to be narcotics
and alcohol strewn about bro-
ken objects and furniture in 31-
year-old Payne’s hotel room,
leading the public prosecution
to surmise Payne had suffered
a substance abuse-induced
breakdown around the time of
his fall. The prosecution said
Payne could have plunged from
his hotel room balcony in a
state of “semi or total uncon-

sciousness.” Photos purported-
ly taken from inside Payne’s
hotel room published by local
media showed snowlike pow-
der left on a table and a
smashed-in TV screen. Police
also discovered a blister pack of
clonazepam, a central nervous
system depressant, and over-
the-counter medications scat-
tered among Payne’s belong-
ings. Shortly before Payne’s
death, the hotel manager called
911 to report a guest acting
aggressively and under the
influence of drugs and alcohol.
Investigators are also trying to
figure out who sold Payne the
drugs he took at the CasaSur
Hotel in Palermo, a chic neigh-
borhood of the Argentine cap-
ital. Police have taken statements
from at least three hotel employ-
ees, as well as two women who
visited Payne’s hotel room a few
hours before his death. 
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US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and former NATO

secretary-general Jens
Stoltenberg will be knighted in
Sweden for their role in enabling
the Scandinavian country to
join the world’s largest military
alliance. 
It was a historic realignment of
Europe’s post-Cold War securi-
ty landscape triggered by
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.
Blinken and Stoltenberg along
with former Finnish Prime
Minister Sanna Marin and for-
mer Finnish Foreign Minister
Pekka Haavisto will receive the
Royal Order of the Polar Star,
given to foreign citizens and
stateless persons “for extraordi-
nary efforts for Swedish inter-
ests.” “The awards are an expres-
sion of our great gratitude for the
efforts of these people in connec-
tion with Sweden’s member-
ship in NATO,” Prime Minister
Ulf Kristersson said Tuesday. 
Sweden joined almost a year
after Finland. Both ended
decades of post-World War II
neutrality and centuries of
broader non-alignment with
major powers. 
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The mystery surrounding a
crashed cargo plane in

Sudan purportedly downed by
the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces deepened on Tuesday as
authorities insisted the aircraft
had been de-registered in
Kyrgyzstan.
Just who was flying the Ilyushin
Il-76 at night over war-torn
Darfur remains in question.
The aircraft previously was
linked to an effort by the
United Arab Emirates to arm
the paramilitary force known as
the RSF, something the UAE
has strenuously denied despite
evidence to the contrary.
But the plane’s crash early
Monday highlights the chaos
gripping Sudan since April
2023, when the RSF and
Sudan’s military went to war.

Their conflict has killed over
24,000 people, forced millions
to flee their homes and has left
some families eating grass in a
desperate attempt to survive as
famine sweeps parts of the
country.
Mobile phone footage posted
online showed RSF fighters
among the plane’s burning
wreckage, claiming they shot it
down with a surface-to-air
missile.
Identity documents shown
included a Russian passport
and an ID that linked to a
UAE-based company, whose
phone number was discon-
nected.
The Russian Embassy in Sudan
since Monday has been inves-
tigating.
A crumpled safety card, also
purportedly from the aircraft,
identified the plane as flown by

New Way Cargo of Kyrgyzstan.
However, Zuurakan Kadyrova
of New Way Cargo told The
Associated Press on Tuesday
that her firm’s lease of the air-
craft expired at the end of
2023.
“Since that time, we have no
records regarding the aircraft,”
she said. “We are saddened by
the news of the incident that
occurred in Sudan and express
our condolences to the crew
and their families.”
Kyrgyzstan’s state-run Kabar
news agency separately report-
ed, citing the country’s Foreign
Ministry, that the plane had
been removed from its aircraft
registry in January this year
“and transferred to the registra-
tion of the Republic of Sudan”.
No Kyrgyz nationals died in the
crash, the report said.
For its part, the RSF maintained

the aircraft belonged to the
Sudanese military and had
been operated by “jihadist mili-
tia groups”.
It said it collected the aircraft’s
black box “along with crucial
documents and intelligence
revealing the aircraft’s opera-
tions” that it did not publish.
Sudan has been unstable since
a popular uprising forced the
removal of longtime dictator
Omar al-Bashir in 2019.
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Germany’s disease control cen-
ter said Tuesday that a new,
more infectious variant of the
mpox virus has been detected
in Germany for the first time.
The Robert Koch Institute said
the person was infected abroad
but didn’t give any further
details, including on where the
case was being treated.
The institute said it “is moni-
toring the situation very close-
ly and adjusting its recommen-
dations if necessary”.
The first case of the mpox virus
variant outside the African
continent was confirmed in
Sweden in mid-August. A case
was also reported in Thailand.
The World Health
Organisation has declared that
the increasing spread of mpox
in Africa is a global health
emergency.
So far, the vast majority of cases
have been reported in Congo.
Outbreaks of mpox are cur-
rently affecting 18 out of 55
countries in Africa and officials
there reported there had been
1,000 deaths as of last week.
The total number of suspected
cases in Africa since the begin-
ning of the year now stands at
42,438, with 8,113 confirmed as
mpox, according to the Africa
Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention.
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The global economic
environment may present

challenges but India is well
positioned to capitalise on
new growth opportunities,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has said,
underlining that as nations
re-evaluate their supply
chains, India hopes to become
a key partner for many
countries seeking to diversify
their sources of goods and
services.
Sitharaman made these
remarks on Monday while
delivering a special lecture on
'India's Economic Resilience
and Prospects Amidst A
Challenging and Uncertain
Global Environment' at
Columbia University here.
She said that India is looking
towards boosting domestic
capacities, and building
resilience against external
shocks. 
"While the past decades saw
global growth led by broad
multilateral trade, the coming
years, I think, will likely be
defined by strategic economic
partnerships and India is very
well poised to take advantage
of this transition."
She said that the global
economic environment may
present challenges, but "India
is well positioned to capitalise
on new growth opportunities.
"The shift towards a more
fragmented global economy,
characterised by redefined
alliances and changing trade
patterns, could in fact work to

India's advantage. As nations
re-evaluate their supply
chains, India hopes to become
a key partner for many
countries seeking to diversify
their sources of goods and
services," she said at the
lecture organised by the
Deepak and Neera Raj Center
on Indian Economic Policies
at Columbia's School of
International and Public
Affairs.
Sitharaman arrived in New
York Sunday from Mexico
where she had chaired the
Tech Leaders Roundtable in
Guadalajara. She had also
visited the TCS headquarters
in Guadalajara.
In New York, she addressed a
Roundtable on 'Investment
Opportunities in India' at the
New York Stock Exchange
and participated in a fireside
chat on India's decadal

economic reforms and
economic growth with IBM
Chairman and CEO Arvind
Krishna.
From New York, Sitharaman
will head to Washington DC
to participate in the Annual
Meetings of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the World Bank, the 4th G20
Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governor
(FMCBG) Meetings, besides
the G20 Joint Meeting of
FMCBGs, Environment
Ministers, and Foreign
Ministers; and G7 - Africa
Ministerial Roundtable.
Sitharaman noted that it may
be an understatement that
"we are living through times
of profound uncertainty,
which is steadily rising before
us. 
"The world today grapples
with multiple challenges, such

as the conflict in the Middle
East and between Russia and
Ukraine. There's also a
possibility of other
destabilising events such as
the dollar liquidity shocks,
increases in global tariffs due
to trade wars and oil price
shocks - all at the same time.
In addition to these events,
the emergence of a veritable
China terms of trade, and that
as a shock, has made it
necessary for countries to
take measures to safeguard
their domestic production,"
she said.
Sitharaman stressed that
despite an increasingly
complex global environment,
India's macro-economic
fundamentals remain
"sound", acting as a strong
foundation upon which to
build future growth.
She said that in 2013, India

was the 10th largest economy
and presently, it is the fifth
largest economy.
The International Monetary
Fund has projected it to
become the third-largest
economy by 2027. "India's
contribution to global growth
is projected to see an increase
of 200 basis points in the next
five years," she said.
She further stressed that
India's trade policies have also
undergone significant reform,
with a focus on facilitation
and greater integration with
key economic partners. India
is fostering a more
competitive and export-
oriented economy by
pursuing free trade
agreements with nations like
the UAE and Australia,
alongside initiatives such as
the Production Linked
Incentive schemes and One
District One Product
schemes.
"Furthermore, India must
continue to strengthen its
position in the geopolitical
landscape. As the world
undergoes a realignment of
power dynamics, emerging
economies like India would
need to navigate complex
international relationships.
This would require a nuanced
approach to diplomacy where
economic interests are
balanced with strategic
concerns," she said adding
that as countries look
inwards, globally there is the
added risk of regress towards
de-industrialisation.
She said India's rise in the

Global Innovation Index and
its growing influence in
sectors like high-end capital
goods, renewables and
pharmaceuticals, signal its
potential to become a vital
player in global markets.
"Another vital aspect of the
policy agenda has been the
strengthening of India's
financial sector. The
soundness of our banking
system marked by low levels
of NPAs (nonperforming
assets) and enhanced
provisioning for bad loans
reflects the reforms we have
undertaken to improve asset
quality," she said.
She added that by 2047, as
India celebrates 100 years of
independence, "we will have a
chance to define a new era of
prosperity, not just for our
own citizens, but for the
global community as well. 
"India's role in the world is
expanding, and we stand
ready to engage
constructively with the
international community,
sharing our innovations and
contributing to global peace
and prosperity," she said, as
she cited the example of the
COVID-19 pandemic during
which India supplied vaccines
developed and manufactured
by it to nations across the
world. "The coming decades
will be defined by how
effectively India manages its
demographic dividend,
strengthens its global
partnerships, and navigates
the complexity of a rapidly
changing world," she said.
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State-owned life insurance
behemoth LIC's chief

executive and managing
director Siddhartha Mohanty
on Tuesday pitched for using
the e-commerce and telecom
network to distribute policies
deep in the country.
"As we are serious about
'insurance for all', we must
rethink how we distribute and
market insurance products,"
Mohanty said, speaking at an
event organised by CII here.
He said the current channels,
including agents, brokers, and
bancassurance have been
effective, but fraught with its
own limitations given the
challenge of taking insurance
to each citizen of the country.
Specifically, the current
models have "limitations" to
taking insurance to the vast
and underserved rural market,
the LIC executive said, adding
that the future is in opening
non-traditional channels.
"Collaborating with non-
traditional players, such as
telecom companies, fintech
firms and e-commerce
platforms, we can significantly

increase our outreach," he
said.
"These organisations have
unparalleled access to remote
and underbanked
communities. By partnering
with them, we can ensure that
affordable and accessible
coverage is available to all," he
added.
Adopting a newer approach
will hugely increase the
spectrum of insurance
products across the insurers
that will be available for sale to
meet the varied needs of the
customers, he said, stressing
that reaching over a billion
people "is no easy task".
Mohanty also said that digital
technologies should be a key
to reaching rural and low-
income groups and sought
regulatory support to ensure
that any innovations are
"nurtured and scaled
appropriately".
Technologies and platforms
like artificial intelligence,
machine learning and
automation are
revolutionising the entire
insurance sector and making it
more customer-friendly, he
said.
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India well positioned to capitalise growth
opportunities: FM Nirmala Sitharaman 
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Consumers are worried
about data breaches, and a

large number of them are not
aware of their rights related to
personal data,
According to a PwC India
survey.
The PwC Survey on Data
Privacy offers vital insights
from 3,233 consumers and
186 organisations across
India, exploring the
awareness and
implementation gaps
concerning the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act
(DPDPA), the consultancy
firm said.
As per the survey report titled
'How aware and prepared are
Indian consumers and
businesses to navigate the
new era of digital privacy?? A
survey of India's data privacy
landscape', 42 per cent of
consumers are not sure if they
will continue using the
services of a company post a
data breach.
"This rate is higher in Tier-1
cities at 46 per cent. Although
52 per cent of organisations
are planning additional
security controls around
personal data, technology
alone won't solve the
compliance issue," PwC India

said.
The survey also showed that
only 16 per cent of consumers
are aware of the DPDP Act
across diverse geographies,
age groups, occupational
backgrounds and urban-rural
divides.
Sivarama Krishnan, Partner &
Leader - Risk Consulting,
PwC India and Leader of
APAC Cyber Security and
Privacy, PwC opined that the
DPDP Act 2023 will play a
critical role as India
transitions to a high-growth
digital economy.
"Our engagement with over
3,000 consumers across the
country and with around 200
corporates reveals a
significant gap in the

understanding of the basic
tenets of privacy among all,"
Krishnan said.
The survey also found that 56
per cent of consumers are not
aware of their rights related to
personal data and 69 per cent
are not aware of their rights to
take back their consent.
Anirban Sengupta, Leader
and Partner, Business and
Technology Risk, PwC India
said that in India, sectors that
are regulated and direct-to-
consumer show maturity in
privacy mechanisms yet,
express concerns about data
privacy laws and
enforcement.
"The need of the hour is a
cultural shift towards
prioritising data privacy,
necessitating active
participation from both
businesses and consumers to
foster a privacy-conscious
environment," Sengupta
added.PwC India said the
survey also throws light on
the urgent need for e-
commerce, social media and
technology sector to focus on
educating the age group of 18-
30 years on digital privacy,
consent management,
protection of personal
information and
consequences of data sharing
without thought.
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Reliance Infrastructure on
Tuesday announced

setting up of Dhirubhai
Ambani Defence City
(DADC) the largest
integrated project for
Manufacturing of Explosives,
Ammunition and Small Arms
in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra.
The company has been
allotted 1000 acres of Land in
Watad Industrial Area of
Ratnagiri, Maharashtra to
develop DADC. It will be the
largest GREENFIELD project
in Defence Sector in India by
any Private Sector company.

Reliance Infrastructure will
invest over Rs. 10,000 Cr over
the next 10 years. Reliance
Infrastructure through its
subsidiaries has exported
defence equipment worth
more than Rs. 1,000 Cr over a
period of time. 
Reliance Infrastructure's
wholly owned subsidiaries Jai

Armaments Limited and
Reliance Defence Limited
already have license from
Govt of India for
manufacturing of Arms and
Ammunition. The proposed
Projects envisage potential
Joint Ventures with up to six
leading Global Defence
Companies. 
Ammunition range to include
Small, Medium & Large
Caliber and Terminally
Guided Munition (TGM).
Small Arms portfolio will
address the export markets,
both Civil and Military
applications Reliance already
has successful Joint Ventures
(JVs) at MIHAN, Nagpur,
Maharashtra with two of the
leading Global Defence
companies  Dassault Aviation
and Thales of France. 
Dassault Reliance Aerospace
Limited (DRAL) and Thales
Reliance Defence Systems
(TRDS) export 100% of their
production.
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India's GDP growth is
projected at 7.2 per cent in

2024-25, around 7 per cent in
the next fiscal, and after that,
there is a strong likelihood
that the growth will revert to
the 8 per cent trend, said
Reserve Bank of India deputy
governor Michael Debabrata
Patra.
He was speaking at the New
York Fed Central Banking
Seminar organised by the
Federal Reserve Bank here on
Monday.
"...I do believe with all the
strength of my conviction that
India's time has come," he
said, and highlighted the
country heads into its future
with the youngest population
in the world with a median
age of 28 years.
Unlike in many parts of the
world, the working age
population is growing --
every sixth working age
person is an Indian.
Patra said that since
independence in 1947, India's
growth path has undergone
three structural shifts with
trend growth, having risen to
7 per cent during 2002-2019.
After the severe contraction

during the pandemic, a new
growth trajectory averaging 8
per cent seems to be forming
during 2021-24, he said.
India is now regarded as the
fastest growing major
economy in the world.
Already the fifth largest
economy in terms of market
exchange rates, it is poised to
become the third largest
economy by 2030, the senior
RBI official said and added
the country is already the
third largest economy in
terms of purchasing power
parity.
"Our projections show that
India's real GDP growth will
be 7.2 per cent in 2024-25 and
around 7.0 per cent in 2025-
26 in a cyclical correction to
the rebound from the
pandemic. Thereafter, there is
a strong likelihood that
India's growth will revert to
the 8 per cent trend," Patra

said.
On inflation, he said it is
projected to average 4.5 per
cent in 2024-25 and 4.1 per
cent in 2025-26.
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
based inflation fell below
target during July-August but
rose to 5.5 per cent in
September on the back of a
pickup in price momentum in
some food items and adverse
base effects inherent in year-
on-year measurement.
"Our projection indicates that
these price pressures will
persist in October and
November before headline
inflation realigns with the
target from December 2024
and remains aligned in 2025-
26," the deputy governor said.
He also emphasised that India
is emerging as a world leader
in leveraging digital
technologies for
transformative change.
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Billionaire Gautam Adani-
led Adani Group on

Tuesday said it will acquire
CK Birla group firm Orient
Cement at a valuation of Rs
8,100 crore, as part of its
expansion drive.
With this acquisition Adani
Cement will achieve a
capacity of 100 MT (million
tones) per annum by end of
FY25 and a gain of 2 per cent
in the overall market share in
the country.
Adani Cement has signed a
binding agreement for the
acquisition of Orient Cement
Ltd (OCL) at an equity value
of Rs. 8,100 crore.
As per that, its step down unit
"Ambuja will acquire 46.8 per
cent shares of OCL from its
current promoters and
certain public shareholders",
according to a joint statement.
The acquisition will be fully
funded through internal
accruals, it added.
The latest acquisition will add
16.6 MTPA capacity to the

growth-hungry Adani group
firm, which operates through
Ambuja Cements in the
sector.
Besides, this deal will also
help Adani group, which is
aspiring to have 140 MTPA
capacity by FY28, reduce the
overall logistics costs for the
cement business and improve
market share.
In June, Adani had
announced the acquisition of
Hyderabad-based Penna
Cement at an enterprise value
of Rs 10,422 crore, which

added 14 MTPA capacity to
the country's second largest
cement manufacturer.
In December last year, it
completed the acquisition of
Saurashtra-based Sanghi
Industries Ltd at an enterprise
value of Rs 5,185 crore.
Commenting over the latest
development Ambuja
Cements Director Karan
Adani said: "This timed
acquisition marks another
significant step forward in
Ambuja Cements' accelerated
growth journey, increasing

cement capacity by ~30
MTPA within two years of
Ambuja's acquisition."
By acquiring OCL, Ambuja is
poised to reach 100 MTPA
cement capacity in FY25, he
added.
"The acquisition will help to
expand Adani Cement's
presence in core markets and
improve its pan-India market
share by 2 per cent," Adani
added.
OCL has 5.6 MTPA of clinker
capacity and 8.5 MTPA of
cement capacity along with
the statutory clearance to
increase the clinker capacity
by another 6.0 MTPA and
cement capacity by another
8.1 MTPA
C K Birla, Chairman of
Orient Cement and the CK
Birla Group, said, "The CK
Birla Group is continuously
reallocating capital to sharpen
its focus on consumer-
centric, technology-driven
and service-based
businesses."
"We are confident that the
Adani Group, with its strong

focus on cement and
infrastructure, is the ideal
new owner to drive continued
growth at Orient Cement for
our people and stakeholders,"
he said.
Adani Group entered into the
cement sector in September
2022 after acquiring
controlling stakes in Ambuja
Cement from Swiss firm
Holcim for cash proceeds of
USD 6.4 billion (about Rs
51,000 crore). Ambuja
Cements owns a 51 per cent
stake in ACC Ltd.
Later it also launched a Rs
31,000-crore open offer for
the acquisition of 26 per cent
additional stakes from public
shareholders.
According to data from the
Cement Manufacturers
Association, the country has a
total of 541 metric tonnes
(MT) of installed cement
capacity.
The Indian cement market is
led by Aditya Birla group firm
UltraTech Cement Ltd, which
has a consolidated capacity of
152.7 MTPA.
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Power Grid
Corporation's board

on Tuesday approved a
proposal to raise up to Rs
5,000 crore through
issuance of bonds on
private placement basis.
The base issue size of the
bonds is Rs 1,000 crore
with additional 'Green
Shoe Option' of Rs 4,000
crore."Committee of
Directors for bonds in
their meeting held today
i.E. On 22nd October,
2024 approved the raising
of bonds as
u n s e c u r e d . N o n -
convertible, non-
cumulative, redeemable,
taxable, POWERGRID
Bonds...Up to Rs 5,000
crore on private
placement basis," it stated.
Bonds are redeemable at
par at the end of 10th year
and interest payment on
yearly basis.The bonds
will be listed on BSE/NSE.
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International hockey will
return to the capital after a
10-year gap when Olympic

bronze-medallists India take
on world champions
Germany in a two-Test
bilateral series starting here
on Wednesday, aiming to test
some new faces and extract
revenge for a recent
heartbreak inflicted by the
visitors.
For the last 10 years, the
capital's Major Dhyan Chand
National Stadium, once
considered the spiritual home
of the game, has not hosted
any international match. 
The last game played here was
the 2014 Hero World League
Final, although inter-
departmental hockey has
been held here occasionally.
But the two Tests against the
world No.2 and Paris
Olympics silver-winning
outfit on Wednesday and
Thursday would be a perfect
comeback for the sport.
It has been learnt that over
12,000 fans have already
registered for the free tickets
on offer through a private
ticketing portal. The National
Stadium has a seating
capacity of just over 16,000. 
The two Tests hold great
significance for Indian
hockey, which is on an
upswing following back-to-
back Olympic bronze medals
in Tokyo and Paris. 
In the French capital, the
Indians, under the talismanic

and in-form Harmanpreet
Singh's leadership, lost 2-3 to
Germany in a closely-
contested semifinal. 
"This series is not just about
the two teams playing; it's
about reviving the spirit of
hockey in Delhi. We hope this
will inspire more young
players from the region to
take up the game,"
Harmanpreet had said after
the rubber was announced.
That sentiment aside, India
also have a very good
opportunity to avenge their
loss in Paris. 
But the Germans will be a
hard nut to crack as they are
the reigning world champions
and displayed that fortitude in
Paris, going down only in the
shoot-out to Netherlands in
the gold medal match.
Going by rankings, the
Germans are favourites as
India are currently placed

fifth in the world but in
modern hockey, there is
hardly any difference
between the top 10 teams and
anyone can beat a high-
placed rival on their day. 
In the last five encounters
between the two sides, India
hold an edge, having won
three and lost two. 
India have been on a high
since the Paris Olympics. A
new-look team retained the
Asian Champions Trophy
title in September, beating
hosts China 1-0 in the final.
That was India's fifth ACT
title. 
The Indians have fielded a
mix of youth and experience
for the two matches, thereby
highlighting chief coach
Craig Fulton's vision of
planning for the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics. 
The most notable inclusion in
the squad is defender and

drag-flicker Varun Kumar,
who is returning after a
sabbatical from the game that
was forced by allegations of
sexual harassment by a junior
volleyball player. His name
has since been cleared in the
matter.  The Indians will be
led by star drag-flicker
Harmanpreet, who is
enjoying the form of his life
and mid-fielder Vivek Sagar
Prasad will be his deputy. 
The hosts, however, will
continue to miss the services
of mid-field mainstay Hardik
Singh, who is still recovering
from an injury he sustained at
the Olympics. 
Fulton drafted in some new
faces in mid-fielder Rajinder
Singh and striker Aditya
Arjun Lgale, who will be
making their international
debut. Besides Vivek, veteran
Manpreet Singh will be in
charge of the mid-field.
Striker Mandeep Singh, who
was rested for the ACT, will
look to dazzle upfront in the
company of Sukhjeet Singh,
Abhishek, and Dilpreet Singh
among others. 
The Indian goal will be
manned by Krishan Bahadur
Pathak and Suraj Karkera,
who lived up to expectations
in the ACT in Hulunbuir,
China after the legendary PR
Sreejesh's retirement.
The two matches will provide
the newcomers and
comeback-men a chance to
prove their mettle in front of
the team management and
national selectors. 
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With a semifinal spot
already secured, India

will look to reaffirm their
dominance when they take
on Bangladesh in their final
Group A match of the SAFF
Women's Championship
here on Wednesday.
For Bangladesh, a win would
hand them them the top spot
in Group A.
As things stand now, India
lead the table with three
points, while second-placed
Bangladesh have a superior
goal difference (0) against
Pakistan (-3), with both
teams sitting on one point
each.
A draw would leave
Bangladesh as group
runners-up with two points.
The Blue Tigresses clinched
their place in the semifinals
with a commanding 5-2
victory over Pakistan but
now their focus shifts to
topping the group and
avenging a painful memory
of 2022.
In that edition, Bangladesh
dealt a shocking blow on
India by ending their
unbeaten streak in the
championship with a
decisive 3-0 win in the group
stage.
It marked the first time India
had lost to their South Asian
rivals in SAFF history, and
the Blue Tigresses will be
eager to set the record
straight.
"We have faced Bangladesh
before, and we watched their
last game against Pakistan.
Our sole focus now is to win
this match," skipper Bala
Devi said.
"We have both senior and
young players and we are
prepared to push for a win.
We have had productive

training sessions, and I hope
we can put what we have
practiced into action."
"As the captain, I aim to lead
by example and support the
team in every way.
Bangladesh has some fast
and youthful players, but I
believe our mental strength
gives us an edge, which will
be crucial in tomorrow's
game," added the 34-year-
old from Manipur.
Head coach Santosh Kashyap
has led the team through five
days of training in
Kathmandu, preparing for
the challenges that lie ahead
against Bangladesh.
He has carefully assessed all
the potential threats posed
by the opposition.
"Tomorrow's match will be
challenging, as Bangladesh
are a strong side with a
foreign coach and have solid
tactical plans. Although we
have already booked a spot
in the semi-finals, we are

taking it one game at a time,
aiming to win every match.
"I prefer playing attacking
football because it's not only
effective but also
entertaining for everyone.
It's a style that I, as well as
the players, enjoy, and we
will try to maintain that
momentum," Kashyap said.
Defender Dalima Chhibber,
who was named the Most
Valuable Player in the 2019
SAFF Women's
Championship, is making
her return to the tournament
after missing the 2022
edition.
She was absent last time due
to playing three seasons in
Canada, but now she's back
and ready to compete in the
SAFF Championship once
again.
Bangladesh and Pakistan are
currently tied on one point
each after a 1-1 draw in their
group-stage match.
For Bangladesh, the absence
of coach Golam Rabbani
Choton, along with key
players like defender Akhi
Khatun and Anai Mogini,
will be felt.
However, the team have
brought in fresh talents,
including young players such
as Afeida Khandakar,
Matsushima Sumaya, and
Airin Khatun.
"We are coming up against
an Indian team, who, in my
opinion, are probably the
best team in the
tournament," Bangladesh
head coach Peter Butler said.
"They are very disciplined
and organised in their
manner and their
demeanour of actually how
they walk around the hotel. I
think it'll be quite an
attacking game. The most
important thing is to try and
share out the workload with
all our players.
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Former Australian Open
champion Sofia Kenin has

extended her perfect record
against Wang Xinyu, beating
the 10th-seeded Chinese
player 6-1, 6-4 in a first-
round match at the Pan
Pacific Open on Tuesday.
The 25-year-old American,
who won the Australian
Open in 2020 and was a
French Open finalist the
same year, won her fourth
straight match over Wang.
Her previous victories over
Wang were twice at
Wimbledon - in 2021 and
2023 - and at Auckland, New
Zealand last year.
Kenin beat Garbiñe
Muguruza in the Melbourne
Park Grand Slam singles final

in 2020 and lost to Iga
Swiatek in the French Open
final a few months later. 
After her Australian Open
win, she achieved her highest
ranking of No. 4, but a series
of injuries over the past
several years has seen her
ranking slip to her current
No. 155. She also had to
withdraw from the 2021 US
Open due to COVID-19.
Kenin was joined in the
second round by Canadians
Bianca Andreescu, who beat
Serena Williams for the US
Open title in 2019, and
Leylah Fernandez, who won
their opening matches
Monday.
The top-seeded player in the
Pan Pacific this year is
Olympic gold medalist Zheng
Qinwen.
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No. 3-ranked Alexander
Zverev was sympathetic

for Joel Schwaerzler after
hammering the 18-year-old
wild card in his hometown
debut at the Erste Bank Open.
Zverev won by a quick 6-2, 6-
2 then gave 347th-ranked
Schwaerzler, appearing in his
second ATP tour-level match,
encouragement when they
met at the net.
"When you come to your

home tournament and
probably the biggest crowd
you have played in front of, as
an 18-year-old and you're
playing the world No. 3, it's
not the easiest thing in the
world," Zverev said. "I've been
there. I did that as a 17-year-
old in Hamburg, where I got
to the semifinals and all of a
sudden had a sold out
stadium and was playing
against a certain David Ferrer.
"The match was over half an
hour later and I won one
game. I know exactly how
(Schwaerzler) feels. It's not an
easy situation to be in but he's
a wonderful player and he's
going to have a wonderful
career."
Zverev's 60th win of the year
equalled his season best from
2018. In other matches,
Italians Matteo Berrettini and
Flavio Cobolli were also
winners.
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Mumbai Indians, Kolkata
Knight Riders,

Rajasthan Royals, Sunrisers
Hyderabad and Lucknow
Super Giants are among the
IPL franchises who have
submitted bids to acquire
teams in the English Cricket
Board-run The Hundred,
according to a report.
The GMR Group, recently
named the new owner of
Hampshire, and Avram
Glazer, co-owner of
Manchester United Football
Club, also submitted bids
before the ECB’s October 18
deadline for potential
investors, reported

ESPNCricinfo.
The ECB has invited bids for
a 49 per cent stake in each of
the eight franchises, with the
board retaining majority
control.
"Expressions of interest
could be for all eight teams,
which would be culled to
four in the next step which
will start in November when
the investors get to meet the
host counties of each
Hundred franchise," stated
the report.
"Following that, investors
would need to prune their
wishlist to four teams, as
part of the second stage,
which will then come down
to two teams of which they

would need to make their
final choice."
The ECB is aiming to
finalise investors by early
2025 but is committed to a
deliberate approach to avoid
"underselling what it
believes is a valuable
product".
ECB chairman Richard
Thompson has also
mentioned the possibility of
a "hybrid" ownership model,
where some teams remain
under ECB control while
others are sold to private
investors.
The report further says
while several IPL franchises
showed early interest, not all
followed through with bids.

"Punjab Kings opted out,
while there has been no
confirmation on whether
five-times IPL champions
Chennai Super Kings and
equity major CVC Capital
Partners, which owns
Gujarat Titans, have
submitted bids," it added.
"Global sports investors
INEOS, owned by Jim
Ratcliffe, which owns a 27%
stake in Manchester United
and run the football club’s
operations wing, have also
opted out of bidding."
One of the main concerns
for IPL franchises was
whether they would be
"happy being passive
investors".
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India assistant coach Ryan ten
Doeschate said on Tuesday that
middle-order batters KL Rahul

and Sarfaraz Khan are locked in a
selection battle for the second Test
against New Zealand here even
though head coach Gautam
Gambhir is keen to give the former,
a long rope.
With India looking to bounce back
from the eight-wicket thrashing at
Bengaluru in the opening Test, focus
will be on the team combination
with Washington Sundar being
added to the squad. Shubman Gill
and Rishabh Pant are both aiming to
shake off injury concerns for the
match starting Thursday. 
"Yeah, there’s no point in
sugarcoating it, there’s a fight for a
spot," ten Doeschate told the media
when asked if Rahul and Sarfaraz
were battling for a place in the team,
here at the MCA Stadium ahead of
India’s training session.
"Sarfaraz was obviously brilliant in
the last Test. I went to KL after the
last Test (and) said how many balls
do you play at (and) miss at? He
didn’t play at (and) miss at one ball
and that’s what tends to happen
when you’re not getting runs.
"There’s certainly no concerns about
KL, he’s batting nicely, he’s in a good
mental space. But we are certainly

going to have to fit seven pieces into
six spots for this Test and look at the
pitch now and decide what’s going to
be best for the team," he said.
Sarfaraz scored a second-innings
150 in the Bengaluru game, while
Rahul remained off-colour in both
essays.
While admitting that it is difficult to
keep Rahul out of the equation in
the Test format, ten Doeschate said
head coach Gautam Gambhir is
"keen to" give him a long rope.
"It’s not like we’re worried about his

form. If you go on just the past three
months since Gauti has been in here,
he’s keen to give him (Rahul) as
much rope as we can. We have a lot
of faith in him," he said.
"But at the same time, it’s a very
competitive environment, with
Sarfaraz getting 150 plus runs (222
not out) in the Irani Trophy final.
The decision will be what’s best for
the team, but we’ll certainly back all
the guys in," he added. 
Pant, who did not keep wickets for a
significant part of the opening Test,

and Shubman Gill, who missed the
match due to stiffness in his neck,
are close to attaining their full
fitness.
"Rishabh is pretty good. I think
Rohit (Sharmna) touched on it the
other day. He was having a little bit
of discomfort at the end range of his
movement with the knee. But fingers
crossed, he’ll be good to keep in the
Test as well," he said.
"He (Gill) looks so (available for this
Test). He has batted last week in
Bangalore, he had a few nets, he’s got

a little bit of discomfort, but I think
he’ll be good to go for the Test," he
added.
Ten Doeschate said the addition of

Washington Sundar is "no desperate
measure" but to add a bowling
option who would take the ball away
from the Kiwis left-handers. 
"Definitely not. They (New Zealand)
are filled with four left-handers in
the XI. We’ve had Washy around the
white-ball squad for a while and we
like the way he operates. It’s also nice
to see that guys are getting rewarded
for Ranji Trophy performance as
well."
"We just want to make sure we’re
absolutely prepared for conditions
here and if that does mean taking
the ball away from the left-hander,
we want that option," he added. 
Ten Doeschate said Mohammed
Siraj could be going through a
"wicket-drought" but there was
nothing to suggest that he was
struggling for rhythm. 
"Siraj bowled beautifully in the
second innings. That hour of Test
match cricket on the last morning
was really high quality," he said. 
"It maybe wasn’t a nicking wicket,
which is obviously his big strength,
particularly to left-handers when he
moves the ball across. There’s
nothing there to say like he’s not
bowling well or his rhythm is not
good.
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Former England captain
Alastair Cook feels Joe

Root has the potential to
surpass the legendary Sachin
Tendulkar as the leading run-
getter in Test cricket thanks
to his insatiable hunger and
incredible talent.
The 33-year-old Root
currently has 12716 Test runs
and is 3205 short of the
Indian icon (15921).
Root occupies the fifth spot
in the leading run-getter’s
chart at the moment with
Rahul Dravid (13,288),
Jacques Kallis (13,289) and
Ricky Ponting (13,378) and
Tendulkar ahead of him.
"I think Joe Root could set a
mark, certainly on an English
side, that’ll be very hard to
beat. But, you just never
know," Cook was quoted as
saying by the ICC.
"I hope he can get very close,
if not be the first person who
scores 16,000 Test runs. It’d
be a great achievement."
Root overtook Cook as
England’s leading run-scorer
in the longest format during
the Multan Test against
Pakistan earlier this month.
Having watched his
compatriot go past him to
become England’s most
decorated batter, the 39-year-
old Cook struggled to express
his feelings and called up
Root to congratulate him for
his massive feat.
"I watched the moment, then
I rang him after the end of the
play. I couldn’t think of the
right words to write in a text
message," Coon said.
"So, I thought I’d just ring
him, see what he was up to,
and make sure he had a beer
in his hand, which I think he
did."

Root’s remarkable form over
the past four years has seen
him score more than half of
his total 35 Test centuries in
that period, averaging close
to 60.
Cook believes that he is
currently the best batter in
the world with New Zealand’s
Kane Williamson coming
close to matching him.
"I think at this precise
moment in time, I find it hard
to see anyone playing as well
as Joe Root. Over the last year
or so, of the so-called ‘Big
Four’, I think Williamson and
him are probably in the best
form at the moment.
"They’re all wonderful,
wonderful players, all very
different, actually, in their
methods and ways of playing.
But one thing, which kind of
unites them is that hunger
and desire to keep improving
and keep churning out the
runs," Cook said. 
Root will look to continue to
amass big scores and add to
his tally during the third Test
against Pakistan in
Rawalpindi, beginning on
Thursday.
Moving to another topic,
Cook has expressed his
support for England’s
‘Bazball’ style of play in Test
cricket.
"I think the game has
certainly made a big jump
forward in what is now
deemed possible in Test
cricket.
"I think the jump happened
in one day cricket first,
probably. The fundamental
change, certainly from the
English point of view, is when
Owen Morgan took the side
forward in 2015. And
obviously the Ben Stokes era
has changed the mentality of
what was possible."

Cook backs Root to surpass
Sachin Tendulkar as leading
run-getter in Test cricket

NO POINT SUGARCOATING, THERE’S FIGHT FOR A SPOT
BETWEEN RAHUL AND SARFARAZ: TEN DOESCHATE 
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Senior New Zealand batter
Kane Williamson will not

be available for the second
Test against India here as his
rehabilitation from a groin
strain is still not complete,
the country’s cricket board
announced on Tuesday.
New Zealand lead the three-
match series 1-0 after
winning the first game by
eight wickets in Bengaluru.
The second match will start
here on Thursday.
Williamson, who is yet to
join the squad here, suffered
the injury during the recent
Test series against Sri Lanka.
Blackcaps head coach Gary
Stead said Williamson was
not yet ready even though he
has made significant
progress.
"We’re monitoring Kane and
he’s tracking in the right
direction, but isn’t yet 100
per cent fit," said Stead in a
statement issued by New

Zealand Cricket (NZC).
"We’re hopeful to see further
improvement over the
coming days and have him
available for the third Test.
"We’ll give him as much time

as possible to get himself
ready, but certainly continue
to take a cautious approach,"
he added. The third Test is
scheduled in Mumbai from
November 1.
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Top order batter Prithvi
Shaw has been left out of

the Mumbai squad for their
next Ranji Trophy match
against Tripura owing to
fitness and disciplinary issues.
The match is scheduled to be
played in Agartala from
October 26 to 29. 
The right-handed opening
batter, who has played five
Tests, six ODIs and one T20I
for India, seems to have run
into trouble.
It is reliably learnt that the 24-
year-old does not regularly
attend the team’s training
sessions and has also
appeared a "little overweight".
"You have to look at his
fitness and his running when
he is on the field. The MCA
has a rich history and there
cannot be exceptions for a
certain player," an official
from Mumbai Cricket

Association told PTI.
Shaw’s form has been a
concern given that he has
scores of 7, 12, 1 and 39 not

out in the two rounds of
Ranji Trophy. The decision
to drop him has been taken
by the Mumbai senior men’s

selection panel owing to his
fitness and "general
conduct".
The Mumbai selectors have

named 29-year-old left-
handed opening batter Akhil
Herwadkar as replacement.
Herwadkar has played 41
first-class matches and
averages 36.51 with seven
centuries and 10 fifties.
Also, middle-order mainstay
and India’s T20I skipper
Suryakumar Yadav has been
rested from the Mumbai
squad. Suryakumar scored
seven in his only outing for
Mumbai in their nine-wicket
win over Maharashtra.
Mumbai squad:
Ajinkya Rahane (c), Ayush
Mhatre, Angkrish
Raghuvanshi, Akhil
Herwadkar, Shreyas Iyer,
Siddhesh Lad, Suryansh
Shedge, Hardik Tamore
(wk), Sidhaant Addhatrao
(wk), Shams Mulani, Karsh
Kothari, Himanshu Singh,
Shardul Thakur, Mohit
Avasthi, Juned Khan,
Royston Dias.
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Wi c k e t k e e p e r - b a t t e r
Polly Inglis earned her

maiden call-up as recently-
crowned Women’s T20
World champions New
Zealand announced their
15-member squad for the
upcoming three-match ODI
series against India,
beginning in Ahmedabad
on Thursday.
Inglis, 28, was rewarded for
consistent performances
with both bat and gloves for
Otago Sparks in the
women’s Super Smash and
New Zealand A, leading to
her first New Zealand
Cricket central contract in
June.
"We’re really excited to
introduce Polly for her first
tour," Head coach Ben
Sawyer said in a statement.
"She put her hand up in last
season’s Hallyburton
Johnstone Shield one-day

competition and throughout
the New Zealand A series
against England, so it’s a
great next step for her."
Lauren Down also returns
to the squad after resuming
international cricket in July
following a maternity break.

Rosemary Mair, who
sustained a serious back
injury earlier this year, has
been rested as part of her
long-term rehabilitation.
Mair and off-spinner Leigh
Kasperek are the only two
players missing from the

squad that won the T20
World Cup in the UAE.
"Touring India is one of the
great experiences in world
cricket," Sawyer said.
"It’s such a special place to
come and I know everyone
is looking forward to the

challenge ahead.
"Alongside trying to win the
series, the tour will serve as
important preparation for
next year’s ODI World Cup
in India."
New Zealand won the
Women’s T20 World Cup in
Dubai with a 32-run win
over South Africa.
"It’s been an amazing 24
hours for this group
becoming T20 World Cup
champions," said Sawyer.
"We’re relishing the win but
when we get to India we’ll
need to refocus and set our
sights on the next
challenge."
New Zealand Women’s ODI
squad: Sophie Devine (C),
Suzie Bates, Eden Carson,
Lauren Down, Izzy Gaze,
Maddy Green, Brooke
Halliday, Polly Inglis (WK),
Fran Jonas, Jess Kerr, Melie
Kerr, Molly Penfold,
Georgia Plimmer, Hannah
Rowe, Lea Tahuhu.
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Australian skipper Pat
Cummins is determined

to "make amends" against
India in the upcoming five-
match Test series, as he aims
to reclaim the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy for the first
time in over a decade.
The two teams will face off in
a five-match series starting
November 22 in Perth. India
will come into the contest
with the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy firmly in their grasp,
having held it for nearly a
decade and winning two
consecutive series in
Australia. "We’ve had a bit of a
break, so I’m excited for the
five match Test series. Excited
to get into it," the 31-year-old
said in Star Sports’ Press
Room."We haven’t had a lot of
luck against India over the last
few Test series, but we always
pride ourselves on playing
well here in Australia."


