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The Air Quality Index (AQI) in certain
parts of Delhi dipped to severe, a day

after GRAP-1 rules kicked in with the
national Capital’s AQI falling under
‘poor’ category on Monday. The Anand
Vihar pollution control monitoring
centre recorded an AQI of 461 at 12:30
pm on Tuesday, data from the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
showed. 
Amid the air becoming increasingly
hazardous, Chief Minister Atishi
announced that 99 teams will inspect
private and government construction
sites in Delhi to ensure compliance with
dust mitigation measures. The average
AQI for Delhi stands at 198 in the
‘moderate’ category at 4 pm, according to
the CPCB.  
With GRAP Stage 1 implemented along
with other related measures in the
national Capital, the Delhi government
convened a high-level meeting to review
the implementation of the first stage of
the Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP). The meeting was chaired by
Atishi and included representatives from
various departments such as the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee (DPCC),
Public Works Department (PWD), Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) and
the revenue department among others.
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The National Capital
Region’s second airport,

Noida International Airport
has successfully completed the
calibration of the instrument
landing system and precision
approach path indicator to
assess navigation systems. The
calibration, carried out by
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) with support from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), represents
a crucial milestone in the
airport’s journey towards
operational readiness. The
airport plans to apply for an
aerodrome licence in
December, this year.
The airport is strategically

located at about 72 km from
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, about 52 kilometres
from Noida, about 130
kilometres from Agra and
about 90 kilometres from
Multi-Modal Logistics Hub at
Dadri.
The Instrument Landing
System (ILS) is a radio
navigation system that
provides precise guidance to
pilots during approach and
landing, particularly in low
visibility conditions. The
Precision Approach Path
Indicator (PAPI) is a system
of lights positioned beside
the runway to provide visual
indication to pilots regarding
their correct descent angle
during the final approach.

“A Beech King Air 360ER
from the Airports Authority
of India (AAI) began the
calibration process on
Thursday, 10th October,
with the process concluding
on 14th October 2024,” a
media release stated on
Tuesday.
Yamuna International
Airport Pvt Ltd (YIAPL), a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
Zurich Airport International
AG, is developing the
airport. The foundation
stone for the project was laid
in November 2021. The
concession period for Noida
International Airport
commenced on October 1
2021 and will run for 40
years.  The airport, which
aims to start commercial
operations in April 2025, is
expected to submit the
application for aerodrome
licence in December after
completing the validation
flights.
In the first phase, the airport
will have one terminal, one
runway, 10 aerobridges and 25
parking stands. Once all four
development phases are
completed, the airport will
have a capacity to handle 70
million passengers per year.
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Festive season in Delhi is also
shopping and gifting season,

this inturn is a major factor that
contributes to the severe traffic
jams that are taking a toll on daily
commuters. The glittering lights
of the bustling streets bring little
cheer to the stagnant long lines of
traffic that make navigating the
city a daunting experience,
especially in the North-West
areas, during evening hours.
The traffic congestion in the
North West Delhi starts
intensifying at Britannia Chowk,
a crucial crossroad connecting
Punjabi Bagh, Netaji Subhash
Palace and Rani Bagh.
Commuters heading towards
Rani Bagh from the  crossroad,
face long red lights due to
excessive rush. 

When travelling to the Shakurpur
Basti Railway Station one will find
sweet shops and small roadside
markets in between. The
condition becomes disastrous
every Wednesday due to the
‘Budhh Bazaar’ (the ubiquitous
Wednesday market) choking the
two way road. Large heavy carts
piled high with clothes, fruits,
vegetables, household items, toys
and more for sale take up
roadspace. This leads to bumper-
to-bumper traffic, exacerbated by
many traffic signals on the road.
The traffic situation is further
complicated on Mahatma Gandhi
Road, as major thoroughfares of
car modification shops and fruit
vendors occupy the sidewalks,
leaving little space for vehicles to
manoeuvre. The stretch from Shri
Ram Mandir crossroads to
Mahindra Park Red Light is a
notorious bottleneck. The narrow

road bends towards Madhuban
Chowk, creating a choke point that
disrupts traffic flow for buses and
other vehicles.
Punjabi Zaika, a restaurant on the
Mahindra Park  crossroad seems
to have earmarked its own
parking in the service lane and the
road itself. The main road is more
difficult to travel on, due to the
movement of DTC buses and
crowded bus stands. The buses
line up one behind the other, and
this affects the complete stretch.
Illegal parking along these routes
adds to the chaos, affecting
connectivity to Chandra Shekhar
Azad Marg and M2K Rohini.
Delhi’s traffic woes are not new, the
traffic but the festive season has
made matters worse. “As soon as I
leave home, I’m stuck in a jam. The
whole of Delhi is gridlocked,”
Varun Singh, who was on his way
to meet friends, said. Another

commuter, Sanyam, lamented,
“What used to be a 10-minute ride
now takes at least 30 minutes.”
Meanwhile Traffic volunteers, and
police do what they can to
manage the situation. “We tow
illegally parked vehicles and try to
keep things moving, but during
the festive season, it’s nearly
impossible to control,” a traffic
volunteer stationed at Ashok
Vihar Circle, said.
Another volunteer explained the
challenge of this job, “khade hona
asaan nhi hai, aur logo ko
samjhana mushkil hai” (It is not
easy to stand for so long and make
people understand the traffic
rules and curate the traffic.)
As the peak office hours wear on,
the congestion extends to other
areas, with heavy traffic beginning
at the Punjabi Bagh flyover, leaving
Delhiites hoping for a smoother
ride amidst the festivities.
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With the Election
C o m m i s s i o n ’ s
announcement of

another round of Assembly
elections in the crucial states of
Maharashtra and Jharkhand,
and bypolls to several
Assemblies and Lok Sabha
seats across the States, the
decks are now cleared for
Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi to plunge into active
politics by contesting from
Wayanad in Kerala on
November 13. The election in
Wayanad has been necessitated
after Congress Member of
Parliament Rahul Gandhi
vacated the seat for Rae Bareli,
the other seat he had won
during the Lok Sabha elections
earlier this year.
With Priyanka’s potential entry
into active politics, the
Congress’ first family will be
looking to solidify its influence
in the Parliament.
Additionally, with Priyanka’s
presence in Wayanad, the party
hopes to send a strategic
message to the public,
signalling the Congress’s
presence in both northern and
southern regions.
Election Commission (EC)
announced single phase
Assembly polls in Maharashtra
for on November 20, while
Jharkhand to vote in two
phases on November 13 and
20. The votes for both the
polling states and bypolls will
be counted on November 23. 
Keeping in view of the several
upcoming festivals, including
Diwali from October 29 to
November 1, Chhath and Dev
Deepawali on November 15 ,

the dates were decided and this
will allow voters, particularly
those temporarily migrating
for the festivals, ample time to
return to their registered
voting locations. 
The term of Maharashtra
Assembly will end on
November 26, while the term
of Jharkhand Assembly will
end on January 5, 2025.
Maharashtra has 288 seats
while Jharkhand has 81 seats.
Bye-elections to 47 Assembly
seats and the Wayanad Lok
Sabha seat will be held on
November 1.
Announcing the schedules
Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar said the date of
issue of Gazette notification for
the Maharashtra Assembly
election is October 22, last date
of filing nominations is
October 29, the date for
scrutiny of nominations will be
October 30 and the last date for
withdrawal of candidatures is

November 4. “There are 9.63
crore eligible voters in
Maharashtra while the number
of eligible voters in Jharkhand
is 2.6 crore,” Kumar  said.
Expressing concern over urban
apathy affecting voter turnout,
Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar on Tuesday said
that polling days in
Maharashtra and Jharkhand
have been kept mid-week so
that more people vote. The EC
has been flagging the issue of
low polling in urban centres
including those like Mumbai
and Pune in Maharashtra, and
has been taking a number of
steps to increase voter
awareness.
In Maharashtra, turnouts in 62
of 64 urban Assembly
constituencies were less than
the state average in 2019, as
was the case in Lok Sabha
elections, he said, adding “We
will have a special drive for
urban areas”. He said in the
recent Haryana election, there
were booths in the “poshest”
areas where voting was less
than 20 per cent.
After the Haryana and
Jammu and Kashmir polls,
the  BJP hopes to make a
return to power in
Maharashtra, where it has an
alliance with Eknath Shinde’s
Shiv Sena. The Maharashtra
election is expected to
witness a two-way fight
between the ruling Mahayuti
Alliance of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP,) Shiv Sena-
Eknath Shinde and NCP-Ajit
Pawar and Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) coalition, of
the Shiv Sena (UBT), NCP-
Sharad Pawar and the
Congress.
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Fifty four-year-old Omar Abdullah is all set
to take oath as the first chief minister of the

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir on
Wednesday. His party, Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference recorded a historic
victory winning 42 Assembly seats in the
maiden assembly elections held after the
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35-A in 2019.
This will be Omar Abdullah's second term in
office. However, this time, he will be governing
a Union Territory without the special status
that Jammu and Kashmir once held. He
remained Chief Minister from January 2009 till
October 2014.
The oath-taking ceremony will take place at the
Sher-e-Kashmir International Conference
Centre (SKICC) on the banks of Dal Lake in
Srinagar, where elaborate security and other
arrangements have been made.
The swearing-in ceremony is expected to
witness several prominent leaders from the
INDIA bloc, a coalition of opposition parties,
in attendance. Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh
Yadav and Supriya Sule from the NCP have
already reached Srinagar to attend the
swearing-in ceremony. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and Leader of the
opposition in Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi are
also expected to attend the oath ceremony.
The National Conference has also extended
invitations to the top brass of the DMK,
Shiromani Akali Dal, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, MK Stalin, Uddhav
Thackeray, Sharad Pawar, Lalu Prasad Yadav,
Arvind Kejriwal, and D Raja.
Meanwhile, speculations were rife about the list
of probable members of the Council of
Ministers. The NC is expected to induct a
congress nominee in the council along with
Independent legislators from the Jammu region
to balance the regional aspirations.
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The meeting of the Haryana Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MLAs to elect the State

legislature party leader of the State will be held
on Wednesday. Nayab Singh Saini, who
replaced Manohar Lal Khattar as the Chief
Minister of Haryana in March is likely to be the
CM choice. He was the BJP's chief ministerial
face in the state Assembly polls, and.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav are the
central observers for the election of the state
legislature party leader in Haryana. It is learnt
that Shah and Yadav were named central
observers after reports of rebellion by Union
minister Rao Inderjit Singh and nine of his
Ahirwal loyalist MLAs. 
The minister, however, clarified that he was
"solidly" behind the BJP. BJP experimented by
naming one of the senior-most party members
Union Minister Rajnath Singh to iron out the
heavy factional differences in Rajasthan after
the Assembly elections.   
The meeting, which will be held in Panchkula,
will elect the state legislature party leader,
Haryana BJP president Mohan Lal Badoli said.
The state legislature party leader will be the next
chief minister. On Tuesday, Saini held meetings
with senior officers making preparations for the
BJP's big event. Hectic lobbying for ministerial
berths have been doing the rounds and names
of probables shall be shared to shared party high
command on Wednesday.  
The oath-taking ceremony of the new Haryana
Cabinet will take place at Panchkula's Parade
Ground in Sector 5 on Thursday and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to
attend. The BJP secured a third term in the
Assembly polls in Haryana, results of which
were declared on October 8. It won 48 seats
against the Congress' 37 in the 90-member
Assembly in the state.
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In a significant
development, Uttar Pradesh

police have arrested 26
individuals in connection
with the recent violence in
Bahraich. The arrests were
made earlier today, and the
accused were sent to jail
following medical
examinations, according to
SP’s Public Relations Officer
(PRO) Shivesh Shukla.
To prevent the spread of
misinformation, internet
services in the district have
been suspended until October
16. Normalcy is returning in
the area as shops in the
affected area opened on
Tuesday afternoon. “The
situation in Bahraich remains
tense but under control”,
District Magistrate Monika
Rani said.
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Airport staffers and security
agencies on Tuesday went into a

tizzy to undertake specific counter-
terrorist drills at various airports
after five planes, including one
bound for the United States, received
bomb-threat messages through a
social media handle on Tuesday.
The threats via microblogging
platform X came a day after five
hoax bomb threat messages to three
international flights, a mail train and
a university on Monday, caused
trouble to hundreds of passengers
and airline crew. 
According to sources, an X handle
issued threats on Tuesday to five
flights, an Air India Express flight
from Jaipur to Bengaluru via
Ayodhya (IX765), a SpiceJet flight
from Darbhanga to Mumbai
(SG116), an Akasa Air flight from
Bagdogra to Bengaluru (QP 1373),
an Air India flight from Delhi to
Chicago (AI 127) and an Indigo
flight from Dammam (Saudi Arabia)
to Lucknow (6E 98).
The Air India Express aircraft
underwent a security check at the
Ayodhya airport. The SpiceJet and
Akasa Air planes have landed,
according to flight-tracking websites.
An Air India flight from Delhi to
Chicago was diverted to Iqaluit
Airport in Canada following a bomb

threat. “Flight Al127 operating from
Delhi to Chicago on October 15,
2024, was the subject of a security
threat posted online and, as a
precautionary measure, has landed
at Iqaluit Airport in Canada,” the
airline said. 
It further said, “Air India notes that
it, and other local airlines, have been
subject to a number of threats in
recent days. Though all have
subsequently been found to be
hoaxes, as a responsible airline
operator all threats are taken
seriously.”
An Ayodhya-bound Air India
Express flight also received a bomb
threat, which was sent via phone call
for the IX 765 flight that flew from
Jaipur at 12.25 pm. The Boeing 737
Max8 aircraft with call sign AXB765
landed at Uttar Pradesh’s Ayodhya
airport by 1.59 pm. The aircraft is
currently parked in an isolated bay
area of Ayodhya airport, while
passengers have been alighted from
the aircraft.

��������	
�	
��
��
��
�
���


��������� �!"#$

�
���������	�
���
��
�

�
��������� �%�&!' ���(� ���

�������� !��"���#�����$��%%&� �'&��

��������	��
	���
��������������

����	
���
���
��	����	����	��
��
�	����������
��	������������)���*��
��
���� �����
��!#*�+,+-.���)
��!+��+

()!����&�*�+,��� $� �'++-. +/�0��&�%�+,����
��
�����
�� �,1��"��/. +/�0��&�%�+,����

 ! �"�����
���!#���$
����	��

�
���
���	�����■
��������	

The Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday said a

huge distortion was created
due to exit polls, and called
for introspection by
pollsters. The EC also
questioned the practice of
showing winning/losing
trends five to ten minutes
after the official beginning
of counting at 8 am on
election result days.
“Showing winning/losing
trends at 8.05 am or 8.10am,
which is just five or ten
minutes after the start of
counting at 8 am is
nonsense. Political parties
felt there was a huge
distortion due to exit polls.
Need self-introspection by
pollsters,”  Chief Election

Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
said. Addressing a press
conference in New Delhi,
Kumar also said exit polls
create a huge distraction by
raising expectations and it
was a matter for self-
introspection for the media,
particularly electronic
media.

“We do not govern exit
polls, but there is a need
for self-introspection.
What was the sample size,
where was the survey done,
how did the result come
and what is my
responsibility if I did not
match to that result, are
there disclosures - all of
these need to be seen,”
Kumar said, flanked by two
Election Commissioners
Gyanesh Kumar and SS
Sandhu.
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National Capital Region’s second
airport almost ready for operations
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I Pratap Singh Rana S/o 

Chandu Lal R/o 27D, Ram Nagar, 

Ambala Cantt declare that my Son 

Prateek Kumar and his wife Shefali 

are out of my Control. So i Disown 

them from my all Movable 

Immovable Properties. 

I Lata W/o Late Sh. Sukhdev 

R/o 215A, Defence Colony, Ambala 

Cantt declare that my Son Kishor 

and his wife Navneet Kaur are out 

of my Control. So i Disown them 

from my all Movable Immovable 

Properties. 

I, Parmod S/o Sh. Supan 

Singh R/o Vill. Khewra, Uptehsil 

Rai, Distt. Sonipat has disowned 

my daughter Vandana from my all 

movable-immovable property as 

she is out of my control. In future, if 

anybody deals with her, he/she will 

do at their own risk. 

I, Aarti D/o Om Parkash R/o 

H.No. 86, Ward No. 8, Gali No. 1, 

Kabir Colony, Rohtak has disowned 

my Daughter Heena from my all 

movable-immovable property as 

she is out of my control. In future, if 

anybody deals with her, he/she will 

do at their own risk. 

We, Gulshan Kumar S/o 

Amarnath & Rama Manchanda 

W/o Gulshan Kumar R/o #14, Saini 

Estate, Sadashiv Enclave. Baltana, 

Distt.SAS Nagar, Punjab declare 

that our son Yash Manchanda is 

out of our control. So, we disown 

him from our all 

movable/immovable properties. If 

anybody deals with him shall do 

their own risk in future. 

I, Jagbir Singh S/o Arjun 

Singh  R/o Bhatgaon Dungran 

tehsil and District Sonipat at 

present Indian colony Gohana road 

Sonipat  (Haryana) hereby declare 

that my son Hitesh Prasar and his 

wife Soniya are out of my control, 

So I  disown both of them from my 

movable / immovable properties.if 

anybody deals with them at their 

risk. 

I, Joseph Bhatti S/o Rahamat 

Bhatti R/o House No. 6601, Sector 

56, Chandigarh inform that I had 

disown my son Jayson Bhatti in 

dated 12 July 2024 by newspaper 

Pioneer and Arth Parkash. Now my 

son Jayson Bhatti is under my 

control. So i cancel his disown. In 

future he has full right in my all 

moveable and Immovable 

Properties. 

I, Santosh Rani W/o Late Sh. 

Jai Singh R/o House No. 4160, 

Sector 56, Chandigarh inform that 

my son Jogi and his wife Deepika 

and  their son Navanyu out of my 

control. I disown them from my all 

moveable and Immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with them 

at their own Risk. 

I, Annu Bala W/o late Vinod 

Kumar Kukreja, R/o H.No. 1555, 

Street No. 3, Ward No. 28, Patel 

Nagar, Camp, Hisar (Haryana), 

declare that my son Harish Kukreja 

married with Sapna Bajaj & both 

are out of my control, I evict my son 

Harish Kukreja & his wife Sapna 

Bajaj from all my 

moveable/immovable properties. 

Anybody dealing with them will do 

so at his/her own risk me & my 

family are not responsible. 

I, Raman Sharma S/o Madan 

Gopal Sharma R/o 170, Sector – 

12A, Rally, Panchkula, Haryana 

declare that my Son Sulabh 

Sharma is out of my control. So I 

disown him from my all 

moveable/immovable properties. 

Anybody deals with him at their 

own risk. 

I, Surinder Rani  W/o  Sh. 

Wazir Chand  R/o House no. 588 

sector 11 Panchkula declare that 

my son Satish Malhotra his wife 

Neeru Malhotra and Grandson 

Sammaan Malhotra  is  out of my 

control. So, I Disown them  from my 

all movable / Immovable 

Properties. Anybody Dealing with 

Them  at their own risk. 

We  Vijay Kumar Jain  S/o 

Late Sh. Baijnath Jain & Neena 

Jain W/o Vijay Kumar Jain  R/o 

H.No- 23 Nirmal Vihar  Ambala City 

inform that our Son Vikul Jain  & his 

wife Vibha jain live separately from 

us and  are out of our control. So 

we disown both of them from our 

moveable/immovable properties. 

We and our family members will not 

be responsible for any kind of 

transaction or legal or illegal work 

done by them. 

I, Telu S/o Sh. Munshee R/o 

village Manas Teh. & district Kaithal 

I have to declare that my son 

Surender and his wife Suman is out 

of my control. I disown my son and 

his wife from all my movable and 

immovable properties. Anybody 

dealing with them will responsible 

at own risk. Concented note. 

I, Vishnu Dutt Sehrawat, s/o 

Dharampal Singh, R/o village Palri, 

Tehsil Israna, Persent R/o no.15, 

Krishna Nagar, Jattal Road, 

Panipat, declare that my son 

Ashish Kumar is now out of control 

of me and my family. I have evicted 

from my movable  and immovable 

property. In future, the person 

dealing with him will be responsible 

himself and there will be no 

responsibility for me and my family.  

I,   Asha Rani W/o Sh. Tej 

Paul Gupta R/o  H.No. D-59, 

Sector-14, P.U. Chandigarh, 

declare that my son Gaurav Gupta 

and his wife Kanika Sabharwal out 

of our Control I disown them from 

my movable / immovable property. 

If anybody deals with them at own 

risk. 

I, Sadhu Ram S/o Sh. Lal 

Chand r/o Village - Phus Mandi, 

P.O - Sardulgarh, Distt. Mansa 

(Punjab) declare that my Son 

Sandeep Kumar and his wife 

Parveen Rani are out of my control. 

I disown them from all my 

moveable/ Immoveable properties. 

I have no social, financial, legal 

relation with them.  

म�, नसीब िसंह पु� इ� िसंह 

िनवासी गांव लकड़वाली, तहसील 

कालांवाली, िजला िसरसा �ान करता �ं 

िक मेरा पु� �ण�जीत िसंह उफ�  सु�र 

िसंह , पु�वधु मन!ीत कौर, पु�ी गुर!ीत 

कौर उफ�  शरनी, पौ� मनकरण िसंह, 

पौ�ी रहमत कौर व नाती गुरजोत िसंह मेरे 

व मेरे प%रवार के कहने-सुनने से बाहर है। 

इसिलये म* उसे अपनी चल-अचल संपि- 

से बेदखल करता �ं। भिव1 म2 उससे 

लेन-देन करने वाले �यं िज3ेवार होगें। 

मेरी व मेरे प%रवार की कोई िज3ेवारी 

नही ंहोगी। 

I, Shaneh Lata W/o Narender 

Singh, R/o Vill Lohari Jatu, Tehsil 

Bawanikhera, Distt Bhiwani 

declare that my son Ajay Pratap 

Singh's mother's name is recorded 

as Sneh Lata in his class 10th and 

12th certificates. Which is wrong. 

My correct name is Shaneh Lata. 

Which should be corrected to 

Shaneh Lata in the certificate. 

I, Enthraganthi, Mother of D 

Senthil Resident of Village 

Kollangarai PO Nadur Tehsil & 

District Thanjavur State Tamilnadu 

Pin 614904 have changed my 

name from Enthraganthi to D 

Indiragandhi & Date of birth 01 July 

1957 to 20 April 1962 Vide Affidavit 

Dated 15 October 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

This is to inform the general 

public that I, Monika Pathania W/o 

Sachin Pathania R/o H.No. 

2016/11 Near Punjab & Sind Bank 

Islamabad, Amritsar (Punjab) 

declare that my Aadhar Card 

210616077214 my name is Monika 

Whereas my real name is Monika 

Pathania. Therefore, from now on I 

should be written and read as 

Monika Pathania. Monika and 

Monika Pathania one and the 

same person. 

It is for general information 

that Chanan Singh Rawat S/o 

Shivraj Singh R/o 16053A, Street 

No 1/3, Near Bank Colony, 

National Colony, Bathinda 151001 

declares that the name of Mine 

father has been wrongly written as 

Shiv Raj Singh Rawat in my 10th 

Class Mark Sheet and Certificate. 

The actual name of my father is 

Shivraj Singh, which may be 

amended accordingly. 

I, Service No. GS-183280K 

Name Dinesh Kumar S/o Sh. Prem 

Chand Chaurasia R/o H.No. 125B, 

Sainik Vihar, Jandli, Ambala City 

134003 Haryana, Present Address 

HQ Addi DGBR (East) BRO 

Complex, Lankeshwar Jaulkbari 

Guwahati Assam 781014 declare 

that I have changed my minor 

daughter name Akansha Kumari to 

Akanksha Kumari vide affidavit 

dated 14.10.2024 before Excutive 

Magistrate. Ambala. 

I, No. 2503390N NK Jagdeep 

Singh s/o Sh. Harjeet Singh r/o vill- 

Bora, PO- Bora, Teh- Ratia, Distt- 

Fatehabad, (Haryana) PIN- 

125051 declare that in Army 

service record my mother name 

wrongly entered Lakhvinder Kaur 

please correct it Lakhwinder Kaur 

as per Aadhar Card & Pan Card 

vide affidavit No FBH2024H103 

dated 08.08. 2024. 

I Rajinder Kumar Singla s/o 

Bhim sain singla r/o singla nursing 

home model town Panipat declare 

change my name From Rajinder 

singla to Rajinder Kumar singla 

and in future my name is Rajinder 

Kumar Singla. 

I  Mohit Chawla s/o Prem 

Parkash r/o h.no.717-P Saheed 

park Aggarwal house sector 24 

huda distt Panipat declare change 

my name From Mohit to Mohit 

Chawla and in future my name is 

Mohit Chawla. 

I Monica Chawla w/o Mohit 

Chawla  r/o h.no.717-P Saheed 

park near Aggarwal house sector 

24  huda distt Panipat declare 

change my name From Monica to 

Monica Chawla and in future my 

name is Monica Chawla. 

I, Rajesh Kumar S/o Jile 

Singh R/o Village-Ugalan, Tehsil 

Bas, Distt.Hisar declare that my 

name is Rajesh Kumar in all my 

documents & my son Ankit 

documents my name is Rajesh 

Kumar but in his passport-

V0829710, my name is Rajesh. I 

have changed my name from 

Rajesh to Rajesh Kumar. In future, 

I known by Rajesh Kumar. 

I, Manpreet Kaur Bhalla D/o 

M.M. Singh Bedi R/o H No. 217, 

Advocates Co-op Society, Ltd. 

Sector 49-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Manpreet 

Kaur Bhalla to Manpreet Kaur. 

I, Kesar Singh S/o Nagahiya 

Ram R/o Village Jarkhelan Kheri, 

Tehsil Bassi Pathana, Distt 

Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab declare 

that Kesar Singh &  Kesar Ram is 

one & same person. 

I Harnandi M/o Service No. 

15345139P Rank Hav Name 

Sohan Singh R/o Chandan ki 

Mandya, Saidpur Khurampur, 

Bulandshahr, Gulaothi,Uttar 

Pradesh 245408.have changed my 

Name from Ram Nande To 

Harnandi. 

I Service No. 1467062H Rank 

Hav Niranjan Kumar S/o Manilal 

Prasad Yadav R/o Vill Araria, P.O 

Balha, Distt. Khagaria, Bihar 

851203 & Unit 148 Fd WKSP Coy 

(640 EME BN)C/o 56 APO.have 

changed my Wife (Laxmi Devi) 

DOB from 25.12.1988 To 

25.12.1989. 

I Service No. 23003859F 

Rank GNR (Gnr) Name Karukonda 

Ramana Babu of Unit 19 AD Regt 

C/o 99 APO.have changed my 

Wife Name from Yeduvaka Leela 

To Karukonda Leela. 

I Service No. 15774845M 

Rank Hav (OCC) D. Subash of Unit 

47 AD Regt C/o 56 APO.have 

changed my Mother (Sundari 

Deepakaran) DOB from 

01.07.1941 To 09.06.1945. 

I Priya Sannigrahi Panda 

W/o No. 14852174M Rank 

Hav/PA, Ramrup Panda of Unit 

612(I) Mech Ad Bde C/o 56 APO & 

Presently Residing at Chandabila, 

Hoomgarh, Paschim Medinipur, 

Garhbeta  II, West Bengal, 721157. 

have changed my Name from 

Priya Panda To Priya Sannigrahi 

Panda. 

I No. 2707722N Rank L/Hav 

Babariya Satishkumar Pravinbhai 

of Unit 11 GDRS C/o 56 APO, 

Ambala Cantt.have changed my 

Wife Name from  Nirupa To 

Babariya Nirupaben Satishkumar 

& her Changed DOB from 

21.09.1992 To 07.09.1992. 

I No. 15781012L Rank Nk, 

Suryawanshi Baban Keval S/o 

Keval Parashram Suryawanshi of 

Unit 436 Ad MSL Regt (SP) C/o 56 

APO.have changed my Mother 

Name from Vimalbai To Vimal 

Keval Suryawanshi. 

I No. 15781012L Rank Nk, 

Suryawanshi Baban Keval S/o 

Keval Parashram Suryawanshi of 

Unit 436 Ad MSL Regt (SP) C/o 56 

APO.have changed my Father 

Name from Keval To Keval 

Pareshram Suryawanshi. 

I Sunita Devi M/o Service No. 

18017628N Rank Sapper Name 

Sanjay Singh Bisht R/o Rori, 

Dungari Pandey, Pithoragarh, 

Roripali, Uttarakhand 262501.have 

changed my DOB from 06.05.1974 

To 01.01.1978. 

I Chhoti Devi W/o 

No.14652099K, Rank Hav 

Raghuveer Singh R/o Hamirwas 

(Nua), Nua jhunjhunu, Rajasthan 

333041.i have changed my DOB 

from 20.06.1978 to 20.06.1983. 

I, Smt Kamaljit Kaur, spouse 

of No. 4464392M Ex Hav Dharam 

Singh permanent R/o H-106, Naib 

Colony Kanwala, PO-Jandli 

Ambala City, Teh - Ambala City, 

Distt – Ambala (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Kamaljit 

Kaur to Kamaljeet Kaur (Proposed/ 

adopted new name) vide Affidavit 

dated 15-10--2024  before Ambala 

City 

I, No. 15782913-K Rank Hav 

Name Kundan Kumar Yadav Unit 

of 513 AD MSL Regt (SP) C/o 56 

APO Ambala Cantt have changed 

my name from Kundan Kumar 

Yadaw to Kundan Kumar Yadav 

vide affidavit dated 14-10-2024. 

I, Sushila W/o Sh. Satyavir 

Singh Dhull R/o H.No. 1312 Sector 

6 U.E Karnal, have changed my 

name from Sushila Devi to Sushila 

for all future purposes. 

I, Balbinder Kaur W/o Baldev 

Singh R/o 44, Paras Nagar, 

Dalipgarh Near Gurudwara Sahib, 

Ambala Cantt.have changed my 

Name from Balwinder Kaur To 

Balbinder kaur.  

I, no. 16114429X Rank NK 

Rohtas S/o Rampal R/o Village & 

Post Baragaon, Tehsil & Distt. 

Karnal, (Haryana) I declare that my 

father's date of birth is recorded as 

01.07.1959 in my service record 

which is wrong. Whereas the 

correct date of birth of my father's 

is recorded as 05-05-1952 in 

Aadhar Card and PAN Card, which 

should be recorded in my Army 

Service Records. 

I, Satpal S/o Sh Mahavir 

Parsad R/O Vpo Thaska main 

Chowk Hisar (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Satpal 

Machiwal to Satpal & My wife's 

name Saroj Devi to Saroj Verma 

and my Son Hitesh to Hitesh 

Verma in my son Registration form 

& it will be my responsibility to 

make the correct certificate of his 

date of birth. 

I, hitherto known as Mukesh 

Kumar S/o Dharam Pal Sharma 

R/o H. No. 264, Sector-14, Hisar, 

Haryana-125001 have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 

known as Mukesh Sharma. 

I, Smt Karamjit Kaur,  

spouse of No 14376697F Hav 

Didar Singh R/o H-73, Patel Nagar 

Jandli Ambala City, Teh - Ambala 

City, Distt – Ambala (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Karamjit Kaur to  Karmjeet Kaur 

(Proposed/ adopted new name) 

Date of Birth 06-11-1976 vide 

Affidavit dated 15-10-2024 before 

Ambala City. 

I, Rajinder Kumar S/o 

Chattar Singh, R/o Village Ghurial, 

PO Kherian, Tehsil Nurpur, District 

Kangra, Have Changed My Name 

From Rajinder Kumar to Rajinder 

Singh, Kindly Note. 

I, K M  Deepa W/o Manoj 

Kumar R/o House No. 1184-A, 

Sector 46-B , Chandigarh have 

changed my name from K M  

Deepa to Deepa Devi. 

I, Paramjit Kaur W/o Sh. 

Sunil Kumar, R/o House No 311, 

Village Behlana, Chandigarh have 

changed my minor son name from 

Tanishik to Tanishq. 

I, Saroj Devi wife of No. 

3199897M Rank NK Name 

Vidhyadhar singh   r/o VPO- 

Jheegar chhoti Teh- Sikar  Distt-  

Sikar (Rajsthan)  Pin Code- 

332024  at present 3 jat India Have 

changed My  name Saraj Devi to 

Saroj Kumari due to wrong name 

recorded to my husband service 

record vide affidavit dated 

11/10/2024 

I, Navneet Kaur D/o Pinder 

Singh W/o Abhishek Bhatia R/o F- 

1/326, Opp. Dhruv Hospital, 

Kashmir Avenue, Amritsar, Punjab 

have changed my name after 

marriage from Navneet Kaur to 

Navneet Kaur Bhatia. 

I, Chand Babu S/o Sh. Sbban 

Khan Resident of House No. 659, 

Janta Colony, Naya Gaon, District 

SAS Nagar (Mohali) Punjab-

160103 India  have changed the 

name of my minor son Rehaan 

aged 14 years and he shall 

hereafter be known as Mohammad 

Rehaan. 

I, Anita W/o  Sandeep Singal  

R/o H. No. 1180, Sec 14 P, Hisar 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed my name from Anita to 

Anita Singal for all purpose. 

I, Priyanka w/o Bhupinder r/o 

Village Bishangarh, Tehsil- 

Thanesar, Distt Kurukshetra 

Haryana have changed my name 

from Priyanka Devi to Priyanka.  

I, Jaswant Singh Rana S/o 

Gurditta Ram R/o House No. 2350, 

Sector 40C, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Jaswant 

Rana to Jaswant Singh Rana 

I Rattanvir Singh S/O Pargat 

Singh Bhogal Resident Of # 749 

Sector 77 Sas Nagar Mohali Have 

Changed My Name To Rattanvir 

Singh Bhogal 

I, Vinod Kumar S/o Late Sh. 

Pyare Lal Rohel R/o #344 

Harmilap Nagar Baltana Distt. 

S.A.S Nagar Mohali (Punjab) i 

have changed my name from 

Vinod Kumar to Vinod Kumar 

Rohel. 

I, Vinod Kumar Rohel S/o 

Late Sh. Pyare Lal Rohel R/o #344 

Harmilap Nagar Baltana Distt. 

S.A.S Nagar Mohali (Punjab) i 

have changed my father name 

from Piyare Lal to Pyare Lal Rohel. 

I Ravi Gera S/o Saeen Dass 

R/o 141 old Ganesh nagar Rajpura 

Patiala Punjab have changed my 

name from Ravi Gera to Ravi 

kumar Gera. 

I Suman Devi W/o Sh. 

Mukesh Rawal  R/o 486 village 

Kabri, District Panipat Haryana 

have changed my Name from 

Suman Rawal Alias Suman Devi to 

Suman Devi. 

I Sanjeev singh S/o Sh. Giani 

Ram R/o Gali No. 25B, Karan Vihar 

Karnal have changed my name 

from Sunjeev Singh to Sanjeev 

Singh. In Future, I will be Known as 

Sanjeev singh. All Concerned 

Noted. 

I, Naveen Verma S/o Prem 

Chand verma R/o House No. 698 

Near GSSS Raipur Rani have 

Changed my name from Naveen 

Verma to Naveen Kumar Verma. In 

future, I will be known as Naveen 

Kumar Verma. 

I Suresh Kumar Jain S/o Om 

Parkash Jain R/o #258 Sector 51, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Suresh Jain. 

I, Rohit s/o Mukesh r/o 

Jandwala Bagar Tehsil & District 

Fatehabad declare that in my all 

government documents my father 

name mentioned as Mukesh, my 

mother name mentioned as Nisha 

Devi which is wrong. Now I am 

going to make it correct in my 

government documents my father's 

name as Mukesh Kumar & my 

mother's name as Nisha. 

I, Pooja Rani  W/o  Kuldeep 

Singh  R/o House No. 667, Near 

Kabir Bag Patel Nagar, Hisar 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed the name of my minor 

daughter from Garishma  to 

Nishtha  for all future purpose. 

I, Suman  W/o  Late Sh. 

Pardeep Kumar  R/o Village Atela, 

Teh. Siwan, Distt. Kaithal 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed the name of my minor 

daughter from Pankaj  to Priya  for 

all future purpose. 

I, Krishan Kumar Singal  S/o  

Sh. Prem Chand Singal R/o H. No. 

155, Housing Board Colony, Sirsa 

Road, Hisar (Haryana) declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Krishan Kumar Singal to Krishan 

Kumar  for all future purpose. 

I, Mrs. Asha Devi  W/o Shri 

Satbir R/o Village Telanwali, PO 

Ghursal, Tehsil Mandi  Adampur,  

Distt. Hisar (Haryana) declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Asha to Asha Devi for all  future 

purpose. 

I, Mrs. Ramta Rani W/o  Shri 

Kapil Soni R/o House No. 53, 

Bhutani Colony, Opp. Sohan 

Cinema, Thandi Sarak, Hisar 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed my name from Ramta to 

Ramta Rani for all future purpose. 

I, Jasminder S/o Gurpal 

Singh R/o VPO. Saniana Tehsil 

Tohana Distt. Fatehabad 

(Haryana)-125113 have changed 

my name from Jasminder to 

Jasminder Singh for all future 

purposes. 

I, Balwan s/o Late Sahab 

Singh r/o Village Pabnawa, Sub 

Tehsil Dhand, District Kaithal have 

changed my name from Balwan 

Singh to Balwan. 

I, Heenu Mittal W/o Ankit 

Gupta R/o H.No-981, Urban 

Estate, Sec-9, Ambala City, 

Haryana 134003 have changed my 

name from Heenu Mittal to Heenu 

Gupta. All concerned please note.  

I, Parbhjot Singh S/o Gurbux 

Singh R/o H.No- 190 Model Town 

Ambala city have changed my 

name from Parbjot Singh to 

Parbhjot Singh. 

I, Shiv  Kumar S/o Nand Lal 

R/o VPO Saha, Sub Tehsil Saha  

Distt Ambala have changed my 

name from Shiv Kumar  to  Suresh 

Chand. 

I, Shivam S/o Shambu 

Vishwakarma R/o H.No.46, gali 

no.1, behind Hanuman paints jattal 

road, Panipat declare that I have 

changed my name from Shivam to 

Shivam Vishwakarma. In future I 

should be known as Shivam 

Vishwakarma. 

I, Krishan Kumar S/o 

Sh.Thana Chand R/o Ward 

no.12,Near Krishna Colony, 

Samalkha, Distt Panipat. have 

change my name from Krishan 

Chand to Krishan Kumar for all 

purpose in future. 

I, Krishan Kumar S/o Sh. 

Thana Chand R/o Ward no.12, 

Near Krishna Colony, Samalkha, 

Distt Panipat do hereby declare 

that I have changed my name from 

Krishan to Krishan Kumar for all 

future refrences. 

I Mahajan Ram  S/O Surti 

House No:-2005-A Small Flats 

Dhanas Chandigarh Pin Code:-

160014 Have Changed My Name 

From Mahajan Ram To Ram 

Dharam. 

I, Aamna Khatoon W/O 

Nadeem Ahmed R/O Gtb Colony, 

College Road, Near Batta Hospital, 

Malerkotla, Punjab-148023 have 

changed my name to Aamina. 

I, Muhmmad Salman S/O 

Zabir Khan R/O H1/0505, Raikot 

Road, Near Madarsa, Malerkotla, 

Punjab-148023 have changed my 

name to Arman Khan. 

I, Karishan Kumar Alias 

Krishan Kumar Alias Krishan 

Kumar Garg S/O Brij Lal R/O 

#19873, St No.20, Ghora Chowk, 

Ajit Road, Bathinda, Punjab-

151001 have changed my name to 

Krishan Garg. 

I, Reena Alias Reena Garotra 

Alias Reena Gahrotra Alias Reena 

Rani Alias Reena Arora D/O 

Manohar Lal W/O Harinder 

Khurana R/O House Number. 

2765, Gurdev Nagar, Pakhowal 

Road, Ludhiana, Punjab-141001 

have changed my name to Reena 

Khurana. 

I, Sinder Kaur W/O Hardev 

Singh R/O Village Belewal Tehsil 

Dhuri, District Sangrur, Punjab-

148022 have changed my name to 

Surinder Kaur. 

I, Rajni Bala W/O Deepraj 

Sharma R/O Ward No-18, Vill-

Mamun, Pathankot, Mamoon, 

Punjab-145001 have changed my 

name to Rajni Sharma. 

I, Sumita D/O Radhey Shyam 

Mudgil R/O House No-87, Gohana 

Road, Rajender Nagar, Rohtak, 

Haryana-124001 have changed 

my name to Sumita Mudgil. 

I, Yash Pal S/O Harbans Lal 

R/O H No-17, Vill-Hassanpur 

Kalan, Bharthala, Tehsil-

Balachaur, Distt-Sbs Nagar, 

Punjab-144522 have changed 

name of my minor daughter 

Khushi aged 17 years to Khushi 

Chaudhary. 

I, Renu Malhan W/o Amit 

Noonia R/o House No. 46-B, New 

Rishi Nagar, Behind Bus Stand, 

Hisar, Haryana-125001 hereby 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Renu Noonia to Renu 

Malhan for all future purpose. 

I, hitherto Known as Ambi 

Devi Wife of Ajit Singh residing at 

Village Siali Kullian, PO 

Pathankot, Tehsil Pathankot, 

District Pathankot-145001 Punjab 

have changed my name and Shall 

hereafter be known as Amarti 

I, hitherto Known as Ram 

Chander Son of Bahadar Chand 

residing at Mohalla Nawan Katra, 

VPO Kalanaur, District Gurdaspur-

143512 Punjab have changed my 

name and Shall hereafter be 

known as Ram Singh 

I, Vijay Khanna S/o Girdhari 

Lal Khanna R/o 368, Orchid City, 

Gumtala Bypass, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Vijay 

Khanna to Vijay Kumar Khanna. 

I, Tarika Datta W/o Tarun 

Mehta R/o Plot No.81, Gali No.5, 

Friends Colony, Gopal Nagar, 

Majitha Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Tarika 

Datta to Tarika Dutta 

I, Ajaybir Singh S/o Harnek 

Singh R/o Vill Madh Tehsil Baba 

Bakala Distt Amritsar have 

changed my name from Ajaybir 

Singh to Ajaybir Singh Randhawa 

I, Ashok Sharma S/o Ved 

Vias Sharma R/o 17 C Block 

Meera Niwas Akshat Enclave B/s 

Power House Ranjit Avenue 

Amritsar have changed my name 

to Ashok Kumar Sharma 

I, Rajesh Kumar S/o Kul 

Bhushan R/o H.No.32, Gali No.3, 

Ram Bali Chowk, Parkash Vihar, 

Batala Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Rajesh 

Kumar to Rajesh Sharma 

I, Jasmail Singh S/o 

Manjinder Singh R/o VPO. 

Chhiddan, Tehsil Ajnala, Amritsar 

have declare that Singh is my 

Surname and Jasmail is my Given 

Name. 

I Mahinder kumar S/o Ajmer 

Singh R/o 1285 Gaushala Colony, 

Near New Police Line, Jagadhri 

Distt Yamuna Nagar Have 

Changed My Name Mahender 

Kumar TO Mahinder Kumar Is 

One Of the Same person Both Are 

My Name. 

I, Piyush Chaudhry S/o Arun 

Kumar Chaudhry R/o House No. 

113-A, Sector 33, Suncity, Kaithal, 

Tehsil & Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 

declares that in the Academic 

record of my son Keshav 

Chaudhry his name is written as 

Keshav Chaudhary, his father’s 

name is written as Piyush 

Chaudhary and his mother’s name 

is written as Namita Chaudhary. I 

want to change/correct his name 

as Keshav Chaudhry, his father’s 

name as Piyush Chaudhry and his 

mother’s name as Namita 

Chaudhry. All concerned please 

note. 

I Jasveer S/o Gurmeet Singh 

R/o House No 1984, Street No 3, 

Dhobhi Ghat, District Fazilka, 

152123 have changed my name 

Jasveer To Jasveer Singh. 

I, Manoj Kumari mother of 

Army No 15188672N, Hav (Gnr) 

Deepak Kumar Pandey, Resident 

of Vill Sindhoura, Post Sindhoura, 

Teh - Milkipur, Distt- Ayodhya, 

State - Uttar Pradesh, have 

changed my name from Manju 

Devi to Manoj Kumari, Vide 

Affidavit No. IN-

UP03837549431206W, Dated 

30-09-2024, 

I, Manoj Kumari mother of 

Army No 15188672N, Hav (Gnr) 

Deepak Kumar Pandey, Resident 

of Vill Sindhoura, Post Sindhoura, 

Teh Milkipur, Distt- Ayodhya, State 

- Uttar Pradesh, have changed my 

Date of Birth from 23-08-1966 to 

01-01-1977, Vide Affidavit No. IN-

UP03933956383244W, Dated 

30-09-2024, 

I, Uma shankar father of 

Army No 15188672N, Hav (Gnr) 

Deepak Kumar Pandey, resident 

of Vill - Sindhoura, Post - 

Sindhoura, Teh Milkipur, Distt- 

Ayodhya, State - Uttar Pradesh, 

have changed my name from Uma 

Shnakar Pandey to Uma Shankar, 

Vide Affidavit No. IN-

UP03924357063516W, Dated 

30-09-2024, 

I, Uma shankar father of 

Army No 15188672N, Hav (Gnr) 

Deepak Kumar Pandey, resident 

of Vill - Sindhoura, Post - 

Sindhoura, Teh - Milkipur, Distt- 

Ayodhya, State - Uttar Pradesh, 

have changed my Date of Birth 

from 08-10-1962 to 01-01-1969, 

Vide Affidavit No. IN-

UP03918153999 304W, Dated 

30-09-2024. 

I Ramanjit Singh S/o Sh. 

Kuldip Singh R/o House No. 55, 

Ward No. 9, Village Bhabat, Distt. 

SAS Nagar (Mohali) Punjab-

140603, have changed my name 

Ramanjit Singh to Ramanjeet 

Singh. 

I, Pinki Devi W/o Sh. Mukesh 

Kumar R/o H.No. 279/34, Janta 

Colony, Rohtak - 124001 Haryana 

declare that in my all documents 

my name is Pinki. But in my 10th 

class marksheet my name is 

written as Pinki Devi. Pinki and 

Pinki Devi both name are one and 

same person. In future I will be 

called as Pinki. 

I, Anjali Vashisht W/o Sh. 

Vikas Sharma R/o H.No. 660/15, 

Saini Pura, Rohtak - 124001 

Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name from Anjali 

Vashist to Anjali Vashisht. In future 

I will be called as Anjali Vashisht 

for all purposes. 

I,  Jasvir Kaur W/o Harvinder 

Singh, 301 Sector 2-C, Mandi 

Gobindgarh, Fatehgarh Sahib, 

have changed name to Jasvir 

Kaur Jassar.  

I, Suraj Kumar (Adhar No. 

701900032733) S/o Sh. Bijender 

Kumar, R/o 2436/2, Mariwala 

Town, Manimajra, Chandigarh 

declare that i have changed my 

religion from Hindu to Muslim 

without any pressure & also I 

have changed my name from 

Suraj Kumar to Ashraf. 

I, Ritesh Jain S/o Sh. Raj 

Kumar Jain, R/o H.No. 403, 

Scheme No. 6, Gandhi Nagar, 

Jind, declare that my name is 

mentioned as Ritesh Jain in my 

Aadhaar Card, PAN Card and 

Ritesh in my 10th, 12th standard 

marksheets. Both names Ritesh 

Jain and Ritesh refer to me. 

I, Aman Kumar S/o Hisam 

Singh R/o Village-Tibbi Majra, 

Raipur Rani, Panchkula have 

changed the name of my son 

from Yuvaan to Yuvaan Saini. 

I, Hari Prakash S/o Jai 

Kunwar R/o 466, Ward 1, 

Jatwara, Sonipat have changed 

my name to Hari Parkash for all 

future purposes. 

I, Rinku Devi W/o Vijay 

Kumar R/o H.No. 372, Maharaja 

Yadvindra Enclave, Nabha Road, 

Patiala (Punjab) have changed 

my name from Rinku Devi to 

Rinku Rani. 

I, Nirmala Totada is legally 

Mother of Service No. 16127465F 

Rank: SPR Name: Manjunath 

Totad residing at Village Hungund 

Post Hungund, Taluk Hungund, 

Distt. Bagalkot (State) Karnataka 

Pin -587118, have changed my 

name from Nirmala to Nirmala 

Totada. 

I, Iranna Totad is legally 

Father of Service No. 16127465F 

Rank: SPR Name: Manjunath 

Totad residing at Village Hungund 

Post Hungund, Taluk Hungund, 

Distt. Bagalkot (State) Karnataka 

Pin -587118, have changed my 

name from Veeranna to Iranna 

Totad. 

I, Rajeshvari Raji is legally 

Mother of Service No. 16127263A 

Rank: SPR Name: Muthuvel R 

residing at Village Ayalampatti 

Post Parandapalli, Taluk 

Parandapalli, Distt. Krishnagiri 

(State) Tamil Nadu Pin -635206, 

have changed my name from 

Rajeshwari R to Rajeshvari Raji. 

I, Raji M is legally Father of 

Service No. 16127263A Rank: 

SPR Name: Muthuvel R residing 

at Village Ayalampatti Post 

Parandapalli, Taluk Parandapalli, 

Distt. Krishnagiri (State) Tamil 

Nadu Pin -635206, have changed 

my name from Raji to Raji M. 

I, Gurmeet Kaur W/o 

Gurdev Singh R/o H.No. 370, St. 

No. 12, Virk Colony, Patiala 

(Punjab) have changed my name 

from Gurmeet Kaur Wadhavan to 

Gurmeet Kaur. 

I, Gurjeet Singh Gill S/o 

Harbans Singh Gill R/o H.No. 

3564/5, Rajbaha Road, Patiala 

(Punjab) have changed my name 

from Gurjeet Singh to Gurjeet 

Singh Gill. 

I, Nandani jairath D/O Lalit 

jairath R/o H.No. 7  guru Ram 

Das enclave Sher Singh colony, 

Jalandhar, Punjab declare that 

Nandani and Nandani jairath is 

one and the same person. All 

Concerned Please Note. 

I, Purnavati W/o Sh, Gyani 

Ram and mother of No. 

10135960K, Ex Hav Harpal 

Sharma R/o VPO - Kakroi, Teh. & 

District - Sonipat (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Anpurna 

to Purnavati vide affidavit dated 

15 Oct 2024 before Sonipat 

(Haryana) Court. In future I 

should be known as only 

Purnavati. 

I, No. 2884017K, Ex Naik 

Basant Kumar R/o VPO - 

Khewra, Teh. & District - Sonipat 

(Haryana) have changed the 

name of my disabled son from 

Vikram Singh to Vikram vide 

affidavit dated 15 Oct 2024 

before Sonipat (Haryana) Court. 

In future he should be known as 

only Vikram. 

I, Ramanpreet Singh S/O 

Manpreet Singh R/O Village- Kotli 

Shahpur. Po- Hayat Nagar, Distt- 

Gurdaspur-143521. Punjab. 

Declare That My Given Name As 

Ramanpreet And My Surname As 

Singh. 

I, hitherto known as Jaspal 

Singh S/o Swaran Singh R/o 

Ward No. 7, Kirpal Colony, 

Dasuya, Hoshiarpur, Punjab-

144205 have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Jasvir Singh. 

I, hitherto known as 

Lovejotpreet D/o Mukhlal R/o 

Village Bakhu Nangal, Po. Pattar 

Kalan, Distt. Jalandhar, Punjab 

144806, have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Kaur Lovejotpreet. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Parminder Kaur W/o Surinder 

Singh R/o H.No. 38/48, New 

Suraj Ganj, Jalandhar-1, Model 

Town, Jalandhar-144003, Punjab 

have changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Parmjit 

Kaur. 

I, Sher Singh s/o Ram 

Kishan Vill. Dherdu, Kaithal have 

Changed Given Name Sher 

Surname Singh 

I, Sukhvinder Kumar S/o 

Mohan Lal Vill.Phoolgarh, 

Bherian, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

have changed my Given Name 

Sukhvinder Surname Kumar. 

I Nindiya W/o Nikhil 

Manchanda R/o H. No. 1240/1, 

Near Radha Swami Satsang 

Bhawan, VPO Ismailabad, 

Kurukshetra, Haryana, have 

changed my name from Nindiya 

to Nindiya Manchanda. 

I Narinder Kumar Chabbra 

S/O Sukhdial Singh R/O 

H.No.2018, W.No.06, New Gulabi 

Bagh Sahibjada Ajit Singh Nagar, 

Moga Have Changed My Name 

To Narinder Kumar. 

I Parminder Singh Alias 

Parminder Pal Singh S/O Ajit 

Singh R/O Vpo. Wadala 

Granthian, Tehsil Batala District 

Gurdaspur, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Parminder 

Pal Singh. 

I, Dharmindar Kumar Verma 

S/o Krishan Kumar Verma R/o #H-

487 E.S.I. Dispensary Phase-1 

(SAS Nagar, Mohali) have 

changed my name from 

Dharmindar Kumar to Dharmindar 

Kumar Verma. 

I Amanbir Singh S/O Dilbag 

Singh R/O Vpo Dhianpur Tehsil 

Baba Bakala Distt Amritsar Have 

Declared That Amanbir Is My 

Given Name And Singh Is My 

Surname. 

I, Gurdev Singh S/O Bua 

Singh R/O Vpo Butala Tehsil Baba 

Bakala Distt Amritsar. Have 

Changed My Name To Gurdev Is 

My Given Name And Singh Is My 

Surname. 

I, Boota Singh S/o Tarlok 

Singh R/o Vill: Jhanda Bagga 

Nawan Teh-Zira (Ferozepur) have 

changed my name from Boota 

Singh Waraich to Boota Singh. 

I  Bavleen Chawla W/O 

Pushpinder  Singh R/O Golden 

Enclave, Deep Avenew Tarn Taran 

After Marriage I Have Changed My 

Name As Bavleen Kaur. 

I  Bableen  Kaur W/O 

Pushpinder  Singh R/O Golden 

Enclave, Deep Avenew Tarn Taran  

I Have Changed My Name As 

Bavleen Kaur. 

I, Dawinder Kaur W/o 

Dhanvinder Singh R/o Vill: 

Chounth Teh-Samana (Patiala) 

have changed my name to 

Davinder Kaur. 

I, Om Parkash S/o Ram Ji 

Dass R/o H.No. 515, Model Town, 

Kapurthala have changed my 

name from Om Parkash to Om 

Parkash Markan. 

I, Meenakshi D/o Vipan 

Kumar R/o H.No. 729 St.No. 6 

Krishna Colony Rahon Road Basti 

Jodhewal (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name Meenakshi 

Sharma and now Sharma is my 

surname. 

I Gujit Kaur W/o Lakhbir 

Singh R/o Gali Pehalwan Amrik 

Singh Wali Ypo Rayya Teh-Baba 

Bakala Distt: Amritsar declare that 

change my name spelling Gurjit 

Kaur to Gurjeet Kaur. 

I, Nisha W/o Sukhjinder Singh 

R/o Talwandi Mange Khan 

(Ferozepur) have changed my 

given name as Nisha surname as 

Kaur (after marriage). 

I, Karandeep Singh Babbar 

S/o Bhupinder Singh R/o Shakti 

Nagar W.No. 4 Talwandi Bhai 

(Ferozepur) have changed my 

name to Karandeep Singh. 

I, Onam Deep Singh Joson 

S/o Puran Singh R/o Vpo. 

Chhapian Wali Tehsil Malout Distt. 

Sri Muktsar Sahib I have changed 

name Onamdeep Singh. 

I, Gagandeep Singh Dhaliwal 

S/o Dharmpal Singh R/o Vpo. 

Takhtupura Tehsil Nihal Singh 

Wala Distt. Moga I have changed 

name Gagandeep Singh. 

I, Iqbal Singh Sekhon S/o 

Hardam Singh R/o Vpo. Alamwala 

Tehsil Malout Distt. Sri Muktsar 

Sahib I have changed name Iqbal 

Singh. 

I, Jamantri Devi W/o Shri 

Hemraj R/o Vill-Mughal Majra Post 

Office Kathemajra, Teh-Naraingarh 

Distt Ambala have changed my 

name from Jamantri Devi to 

Jawantri Devi. 

I Satnam Singh Ghai S/O 

Gurbachan Singh Vpo Rayya, 

Tehsil Baba Bakala, Distt Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Satnam Singh Ghai To Satnam Is 

My Given Name And Singh Is My 

Surname. 

I, Bheera Ram Father of No. 

JC-247814N, Hony Lt Raja Ram, 

Unit of 69 Armed Regt, Resident of 

Village & Post Kesumbala Tehsil 

Gida District Barmer State 

Rajasthan PIN 344037 have 

changed my name from Bheera 

Ram to Bhaira Ram Vide Affidavit 

Dated 15 October 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I Veena W/o Kawal Kishore 

R/o 3327A/94B, Aanad Nagar, 

Near Mohan Aara Machine, Ward 

No/4, Rewari, PO-Rewari, Dist-

Rewari, Haryana - 123401, have 

changed my name to Veena 

Dhingra. 

I, No.15613908Y Hav Manjeet 

Singh Randhawa resident of 

Village- Umra Nangal, Post- Baba 

Bakala, Tehsil- Baba Bakala, 

District- Amritsar, State- Punjab, 

Pin- 143202, have changed my 

Mother name from Kasmee Kaur to 

Kashmir Kaur  Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB70466674334636W dated 14 

Oct 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.15614121W Hav 

Pandey Bineshkumar Aodesh 

resident of Village- Nildoh, Post- 

MIDC, Tehsil- Hingna, District- 

Nagpur, State- Maharashtra, Pin- 

440016, have changed my Father 

name from Aodesh Pandey to 

Avadhesh Pande Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB70710517822816W 

dated 15 Oct 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, No.15614121W Hav 

Pandey Bineshkumar Aodesh 

resident of Village- Nildoh, Post- 

MIDC, Tehsil- Hingna, District- 

Nagpur, State- Maharashtra, Pin- 

440016, have changed my Mother 

name from Shivlesh Pandey to 

Shivleshdevi Pande Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB70710517822816W 

dated 15 Oct 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, No.15614121W Hav 

Pandey Bineshkumar Aodesh 

resident of Village- Nildoh, Post- 

MIDC, Tehsil- Hingna, District- 

Nagpur, State- Maharashtra, Pin- 

440016, have changed my 

Daughter name from Deepika 

Pandey to  Deepika Bineshkumar 

Pandey Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB70468446472012W dated 14 

Oct 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.15614121W Hav 

Pandey Bineshkumar Aodesh 

resident of Village- Nildoh, Post- 

MIDC, Tehsil- Hingna, District- 

Nagpur, State- Maharashtra, Pin- 

440016, have changed my Son 

name from Harsh Pandey to Harsh 

Binesh Kumar Pandey Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB70467787024667W dated 14 

Oct 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Radhika spouse of 

No.15614121W Hav Pandey 

Bineshkumar Aodesh resident of 

Village- Nildoh, Post- MIDC, Tehsil- 

Hingna, District- Nagpur, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin- 440016, have 

changed my name from Radhika to 

Radhika Binesh Pandey Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB70467294792562W dated 14 

Oct 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Rajbir Singh Father of 

No.15709658A Sigmn  Amit Kumar 

resident of Village- Mandoli, Post- 

Kalyana, Tehsil- Charkhi Dadri, 

District- Bhiwani, State- Haryana, 

Pin-127306, have changed my 

name from Rajbir Singh to Rajbir 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB70453719353020W dated 14 

Oct 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Krishan Devi Mother of  

No.15709658A Sigmn  Amit Kumar 

resident of Village- Mandoli, Post- 

Kalyana, Tehsil- Charkhi Dadri, 

District- Bhiwani, State- Haryana, 

Pin-127306, have changed my 

name from Krishan Devi to 

Krishana  Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB70453719353020W dated 14 

Oct 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.4481404M Hav 

Gursewak Singh resident of 

Village- Kot Khalsa, Post- Kot 

Khalsa, Tehsil- Amritsar, District- 

Amritsar, State- Punjab, Pin-

143001, have changed my 

Daughter name from Kamalpreet 

Kaur to Komal Preet Kaur Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB70709323416333W dated 15 

Oct 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Shakuntala Devi spouse of 

No. JC-857837A NB/Sub Nand 

Kishor Kumar resident of Village- 

Belawon, Post- Belawon, Tehsil- 

Kaler, District- Arwal Jahanabad, 

State- Bihar, Pin-824127, have 

changed my name from 

Shakuntala Devi to Sakuntla Devi 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB61129737050084W dated 26 

Sep 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I   No.  JC421769Y Ex Sub 

Hony LT  Raj Kapoor son of  

Ramanand  resident  of  H No.  

750A, Dev Colony,  Rohtak, District 

Rohtak  (Haryana) have changed 

my daughter name in my Army 

records/Discharge Book  from 

Megha Devi (existing name) to  

Megha Dhun (Proposed new 

name)   My daughter correct 

/actual DOB is  21.03.1998 instead 

of 21.03.1997 as per my   daughter 

Aadhaar /PAN Card . In future my 

daughter shall may be 

known/written and called as  

Megha Dhun (DOB :  21.03.1998) 

for all work purposes,  Vide  

Affidavit dated  15 Oct. 2024 before 

Ist class magistrate  Rohtak 

I, Ranbir Singh S/o Sh. Hari 

Kishan R/o Village Sirirag Khera 

Tehsil Alewa District Jind Have 

Changed My Minor daughter's 

Name From Vijay Shree To Vartika 

Singh. 

I,  Santosh Kumar Mishra  

Late S/o Ram Adhar Mishra Rank 

presently residing at Village and 

Post Parasrampur, District 

Pratapgarh, Uttar Pradesh-230401 

declare that in my Service record 

my Wife name Wrongly mentioned 

as Sony Mishra but my wife 

Correct Name is Soni Mishra. 

I, Anita Devi Bisht am Mother 

of Army No:18021044A Rank: SPR 

Name- Kailash Singh Bisht 

Presently Posted At Unit: 57 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO Permanent 

Address: Bankhil, PO: Ratura, 

Ratura, Rudraprayag, Ratura, 

Uttarakhand-246171 Declare that I 

have changed my name from Anita 

Devi Bisht to Anita Devi. Vide 

Affidavit No-54AA 645565, Dated: 

15/10/24 

I, Lallan Singh am Father of 

Army No-18002513H Rank- Hav 

Name-Harihar Ram Bind 

Presently Posted At Unit: 57 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO Permanent 

Address: 53A, Karamchandpur, 

Mohammadabad, Ghazipur, Uttar 

Pradesh-233227 Declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Lallan Singh to Lallan Ram. Vide 

Affidavit No-54AA 645561, Dated: 

15/10/24 

I, Pooja Kumari am Spouse 

of No. 15728948M, Rank NK  

Name Pikesh Kumar R/o WCSR 

C/o 56 APO, Chandimandir Cantt. 

Panchkula, Hrayana-134107 

Declare that in my Husband’s Army 

Service Record my name has been 

wrongly mentioned is Pooja Thakur 

whereas my correct name is Pooja 

Kumari. 

I, Puja Kumari Spouce No. 

15732976W, Rank, Name L/NK 

Kumar Gaurav R/o WCSR C/o 56 

APO, Chandimandir Cantt. 

Panchkula, Haryana-134107 

Declare that in my Husband’s Army 

Service Record my name has been 

wrongly mentioned is Puja Devi 

whereas my correct name is Puja 

Kumari 

I, Shakuntala am Mother of 

No. 15708702M, Rank- HAV Name 

Bhupendra Singh R/o WCSR C/o 

56 APO, Chandimandir Cantt. 

Panchkula, Hayana-134107 

Declare that in my Son’s Army 

Service Record my name has been 

wrongly mentioned is Shakuntala 

Devi whereas my correct name is 

Shakuntala. 

I,   No.15680424L Hav Dhiraj 

Kumar resident of Village- 

Khangaon, Post- Khangaon, 

Tehsil- Koilwar, District- Bhojpur, 

State- Bihar, Pin-802161, have 

changed my Daughter name from 

Soumya Kumari to Saumya Kumari 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB70708964103814W dated 15 

Oct 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot.
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Indo-Pak relations need a fresh
renewal to nourish the bonds

of neighbourhood as much as to
reignite the spirit of cultural and
social affinity, said Rahul Singh,
director of the Khushwant Singh
Literary Festival here.

Talking to the media persons
to deliver his curtain-raiser
address for the 13th edition of the
Litfest that takes off from Oct 18
in Kasauli, Rahul said there was
an urgent need to revive people-
to-people contact between the
two Punjabs. Recalling an epic
novel, Train to Pakistan, that his
father Khuswant Singh wrote,
Rahul said the thaw between
India and Pakistan can be broken
by rebuilding cultural and social
ties.  The 13th Edition of the
Khushwant Singh Litfest takes off
from Oct 18 to 20, 2024 to cele-
brate the ideas and values that cel-
ebrated writer, litterateur and
journalist, Khushwant Singh,
cherished. This time the theme
of the Litfest is 'Resilience and
Renewal'   which resonates deeply
with the times we live in. 

The last few years, as we all
know, have been a tribute to the
enduring human spirit, its abili-
ty to adapt, overcome and flour-
ish among challenges, said Rahul
Singh.  The KSLF is basically a
celebration of literature with a
niche for Punjab and Punjabi
ethos to pay tribute to the values
and vision of accomplished writer
Khushwant Singh.
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Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu,

while chairing a review meeting
of the Revenue Department on
Tuesday, directed divisional and
deputy commissioners to settle all
pending cases of corrections by
October 31.  During the meeting,
he also directed the officials to
start a special campaign to settle
the pending revenue cases.

Sukhu said that pending
cases were being settled through
Revenue Lok Adalats and there
was a need to speed it up further.
“People should get relief from vis-
iting government offices time and
again and the revenue officers
should pay special attention to
this,” he said.

The chief minister said the
government is committed to
provide facilities to people at their
doorstep and it is important to
settle pending revenue cases.
He asked all the DCs to deploy
a nodal officer in their respective
districts to review the pending
revenue cases and send its report
to the government so that they
can be settled timely.

Sukhu said that for the set-
tlement of revenue matters, the
DCs have been given powers to
fill the vacant posts up to naib
tehsildar, for which an adequate
budget would be made available.
He said he would review the mat-
ter again in November. The chief
minister also reviewed the per-
formance of relief work for the

victims of last year’s monsoon
disaster. He said the government
had released Rs 4500 crore as a
special relief package for the
disaster-affected people.
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Chairing a separate high-
power committee meeting, CM
Sukhu directed officials to make
an umbrella act combining all
water-related laws.  He assured
that the present state government
will protect the interests of the
people and highlighted his gov-
ernment's efforts to improve the
financial situation.

He directed the officials to
make an umbrella act combining
all water-related laws, for which
an expert committee will be
formed.    It is due to the better
fiscal reforms which enabled the
release of a four per cent
Dearness Allowance (DA) instal-
ment for government employees
and pensioners. This follows a
seven per cent DA given earlier
whereas the previous BJP gov-
ernment neglected the interest of
the state leading to an investment
drain, he said.

Sukhu emphasised that the
state's resources will be utilised
properly and ongoing court cases
will be strongly pursued. Sukhu
also acknowledged the chal-
lenges posed by global warming
and climate change, necessitating
studies on increasing cloud
bursts.

������
��

����
�� 
	�
����	���	
�!"#$$
%�
��
���%
��� �

����� ������)���

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Tuesday gave nod for the con-
struction of 13,400 kilometers
of link roads at a cost of Rs
2,436.49 crore.

Chairing a meeting here,
the chief minister said these link
roads will give impetus to the
state's economic growth. The
state government has decided to
give a major facelift to the link
road infrastructure by widen-

ing, strengthening and upgrad-
ing these rural link roads across
the state, he said.

In another meeting, Mann
also reviewed the work of set-
ting up medical colleges in the
state. He asked the officers to
ensure the work on medical col-
leges is completed in a time-
bound manner, adding that
the work is progressing in full
swing for constructing medical
colleges at SAS Nagar (Mohali),
Kapurthala, Sangrur,
Hoshiarpur and Malerkotla.

These medical colleges and
hospitals are aimed at making
the state a hub of medical edu-
cation in the country, thereby
immensely benefitting the peo-
ple of Punjab, he said.  The chief
minister also asked the officers
concerned to prepare an elab-
orate plan for the facelift of
medical colleges in Amritsar,
Faridkot and Patiala. He also
asked the officers to explore the
feasibility of hiring more super
specialist doctors in govern-
ment hospitals.
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Punjab’s four assembly con-
stituencies — Gidderbaha,

Barnala, Dera Baba Nanak,
and Chabbewal — are all set to
go to polls on November 13, fol-
lowed by counting on
November 23.

Election Commission on
Tuesday announced the byelec-
tion schedule for four assembly
constituencies in Punjab. These
seats have been vacant follow-
ing the election of the sitting
MLAs to the Parliament during
the Lok Sabha elections.

The four constituencies
were left without representa-
tives after their respective
MLAs were elected as Members
of Parliament. Among the seats,
three were held by the Congress
party, and one by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP).

The vacancy in Barnala
arose when former Minister
Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer,
AAP MLA, was elected MP
from Sangrur. Similarly, Punjab
Congress president Amarinder
Singh Raja Warring vacated the

Gidderbaha seat after securing
the Ludhiana Lok Sabha seat for
Congress. Dr Rajkumar
Chabbewal, Congress’ former
MLA from Chabbewal seg-
ment, now serves as Hoshiarpur
MP as AAP representative.
Former Deputy Chief Minister
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa,
representing the Congress, was
also elected to Parliament from
Gurdaspur, leaving the Dera
Baba Nanak seat vacant.

As the by-elections
approach, political activity in
Punjab is heating up. The major
parties — Congress, AAP,
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD),
and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) — are all gearing up for
the crucial contests. Each party
has appointed in-charges and
sub-in-charges for these seats,
and high-level meetings are
taking place to finalize strate-
gies. The SAD, for instance,
held a core committee meeting
two days ago, while the
Congress has already sketched
out its electoral blueprint.

The ruling AAP govern-
ment, led by Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann, has also
ramped up development works
in the respective constituencies
to secure voter goodwill. Chief
Minister Mann has already
toured all four constituencies to
assess local issues and promise
further reforms.

The district election officers
for the four constituencies have
also been appointed. Deputy
Commissioner Uma Shankar
Gupta will oversee the electoral
process in Dera Baba Nanak,
while Komal Mittal,
Hoshiarpur DC, has been
appointed for Chabbewal.
Rajesh Tripathi, Sri Muktsar
Sahib DC, will manage
Gidderbaha, and Poonamdeep
Kaur, Barnala DC, will be in-
charge of Barnala.

With the announcement
of the bypolls, the Model Code
of Conduct has been enforced
in the districts where the four
constituencies are located —
Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur, Sri
Muktsar Sahib, and Barnala.
The code will remain in place
until the election process con-
cludes on November 25.
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The panchayat elections in
Punjab, held on Tuesday,

concluded amidst a tense
atmosphere marked by spo-
radic violence, allegations of
irregularities, and instances
of bogus voting. While polling
occurred across over 13,000-
gram panchayats, the day was
overshadowed by several
clashes, including incidents
of firing and physical alterca-
tions that left multiple people
injured.

Polling began at 8 am and
continued until 4 pm, with
voters casting their ballots to
elect both sarpanches and
panches. In total, 1.33 crore
registered voters, including
70.51 lakh men and 63.46
lakh women, participated in
the election process.
Approximately 1.05 lakh can-
didates contested for the posts
of panch and sarpanch, with
3,798 sarpanches and 48,861
panches elected unopposed.

However, elections for 28-
gram panchayats were can-
celed or postponed for various
reasons, and the State Election
Commission halted polling in
Dalla and Pona villages in
Ludhiana due to technical
issues.

Despite extensive security
arrangements, violence erupt-
ed in several districts. In
Patiala, two people were
injured following a clash at a

polling booth in the Khunda
village, where firing and stone-
pelting ensued. According to
the police, the violence began
when a group of outsiders
confronted local polling
agents, leading to a heated
altercation that culminated in
the firing of eight rounds.
The injured individuals were
rushed to the hospital, with
one victim, identified as Soni
alias Teja Singh, sustaining a
gunshot wound.

Similarly, a violent incident
occurred in Tarn Taran district,
where four people were injured
during a clash outside a polling
station in Sohal Sain village.
The altercation, reportedly
between two rival factions,
escalated into a full-fledged
fight involving firearms and
sharp-edged weapons. Police
quickly intervened to restore
order, and the injured were
hospitalized. Authorities later
resumed polling after stabiliz-
ing the situation.

Tragically, two government
employees died while on duty
during the elections. Lakha
Singh, a 53-year-old senior
Sub-Inspector with Punjab
Police, passed away while sta-
tioned at a polling booth in
Barnala district. Another inci-
dent occurred in Jalandhar,
where Amarinder Singh, a 36-
year-old school teacher from
Fazilka, succumbed to a heart
attack on Monday night while
preparing for poll duty.

As the day unfolded,
reports of electoral malprac-
tices and irregularities sur-
faced from various regions. In
Ropar district, bogus votes
were detected in the villages of
Kotla Nihang and Tappriyan,
leading to an immediate inves-
tigation by local authorities.
Additionally, in Lohke Khurd
village in Ferozepur, allegations
of booth capturing were raised,
with reports of ink being
spilled on ballots to invalidate
votes. In Amritsar, polling was
stopped in two villages due to
disputes over missing ballot
papers.

The Congress party voiced
strong concerns about the elec-
tion process. A delegation led
by Leader of Opposition in
Vidhan Sabha Partap Singh
Bajwa accused the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) of manip-
ulating the nomination
process, citing widespread
irregularities and the wrongful
rejection of Opposition-backed
candidates. Bajwa further crit-

icized the use of an outdated
voters’ list from 2023 instead of
the revised list from 2024.

Meanwhile, in some areas,
Congress supporters staged
protests, alleging that MLA-
backed candidates, in collusion
with the police, were engaging
in bogus voting.

Despite these challenges,
the election proceeded after
the Supreme Court rejected
calls for postponement,
emphasizing the importance
of allowing the democratic
process to continue. Chief
Justice of India DY
Chandrachud, along with
Justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra, ruled that halt-
ing the elections on polling
day would lead to “chaos”.

As polling stations closed
and counting commenced,
reports indicated that voter
turnout was over 45 percent.
Officials worked tirelessly to
ensure the security of the
counting process, though alle-
gations of irregularities per-
sisted. In some villages, police
had to fire shots in the air to
disperse crowds who accused
local authorities of permitting
selective individuals to enter

polling stations, further fuel-
ing concerns of election mis-
conduct.
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Ahead of the new BJP
Government’s swearing-in

ceremony on October 17, the BJP
legislature party will hold a meet-
ing on October 16 to elect its
leader. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav,
who have been appointed by the
BJP as the central observers for
Haryana, will participate in the
BJP legislature party meeting
on Wednesday.

The legislators will elect their
leader at the meeting, after which

the BJP will stake claim to form
the government in Haryana.

The caretaker Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini was declared
the CM face of the BJP in the
run-up to the assembly elections
in Haryana. The election of
Saini, who not only won the
Ladwa assembly constituency
by defeating Mewa Singh of the
Congress by over 16,000 votes but
also led the BJP to a stunning vic-
tory barely six months after he
took charge as chief minister
from Manohar Lal Khattar, is
seen as a mere formality as both
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Amit Shah had endorsed his

candidature while campaigning.
After being elected as the legis-
lature party leader, Saini is expect-
ed to meet Haryana Governor
Bandaru Dattatreya and formal-
ly stake claim to form the gov-
ernment. The oath-taking cere-
mony of the new Haryana cabi-
net will take place at Panchkula’s
Parade Ground in Sector 5 on
October 17 and Prime Minister
Modi will attend the ceremony.
The event will also be attended
by several Chief Ministers from
BJP-ruled states. On Tuesday,
Saini held meetings with senior
officers making preparations for
the BJP’s big event.
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Ahead of the new BJP
Government’s swearing-in

ceremony on October 17, the BJP
legislature party will hold a meet-
ing on October 16 to elect its
leader. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav,
who have been appointed by the
BJP as the central observers for
Haryana, will participate in the
BJP legislature party meeting
on Wednesday.

The legislators will elect their
leader at the meeting, after which
the BJP will stake claim to form

the government in Haryana.
The caretaker Chief Minister

Nayab Singh Saini was declared
the CM face of the BJP in the
run-up to the assembly elections
in Haryana. The election of
Saini, who not only won the
Ladwa assembly constituency
by defeating Mewa Singh of the
Congress by over 16,000 votes but
also led the BJP to a stunning vic-
tory barely six months after he
took charge as chief minister
from Manohar Lal Khattar, is
seen as a mere formality as both
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Amit Shah had endorsed his
candidature while campaigning.

After being elected as the legis-
lature party leader, Saini is expect-
ed to meet Haryana Governor
Bandaru Dattatreya and formal-
ly stake claim to form the gov-
ernment.

The oath-taking ceremony of
the new Haryana cabinet will
take place at Panchkula’s Parade
Ground in Sector 5 on October
17 and Prime Minister Modi will
attend the ceremony. The event
will also be attended by several
Chief Ministers from BJP-ruled
states. On Tuesday, Saini held
meetings with senior officers
making preparations for the
BJP’s big event.
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Counting of votes is underway for the panchayat elections
held earlier in the day in Punjab, with results starting to

emerge. In a notable victory, 23-year-old B Com student Rajveer
Kaur has been elected sarpanch of Basti Bhoota Wali village
in Ferozepur. Meanwhile, Urmila Kumari, the wife of Cabinet
Minister Lal Chand Katarauchak from Katarauchak village in
Pathankot, has also secured her position as sarpanch, winning
by a margin of approximately 350 votes.

� Firing and stone-pelt-
ing at a polling booth in
Patiala left two people
injured, with allegations
of outsiders causing the
violence

� Four persons were
injured in Tarn Taran
after a shooting
occurred outside a
polling booth during a
dispute between voters

� SC refused to intervene
in Punjab’s panchayat
elections, denying a stay
and terming election
halting a serious issue

� A police officer, Lakha
Singh (53), died while
on duty during pan-
chayat elections in
Barnala district

� A teacher from Fazilka
died in Jalandhar after
suffering a heart attack
while on election duty

� Voting was paused in
Mansa Khurd village
after a misprint on the
ballot paper was report-
ed

� Voting was halted in
Kothe Ath Chakki vil-
lage of Jagraon after a
dispute

� Elections were canceled
in Pona and Dalla vil-
lages
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As a psychologist , I’ve
seen how health in
India isn’t just a bat-

tle of the body—it’s a strug-
gle of the mind. Behind
every disease is a person
dealing with fear, frustra-
tion and, at times, loneli-
ness. Whether in rural
areas, where diseases like
tuberculosis persist or in
urban centres where
lifestyle illnesses are on the
rise, the emotional toll is
often invisible but deeply
felt.
In rural India, patients face
challenges that go beyond
medical  diagnoses.  I
remember a man from a
small village battling tuber-
culosis, but what weighed
on him most wasn’t just his
illness—it was the isola-
tion. He felt forgotten and
cut off from the world
because healthcare facilities
were far away, and his fam-
ily didn’t know how to sup-
port him. This emotional
isolation is something many
rural patients experience,
and it can be as damaging
as their physical symptoms,
compounding their sense of
hopelessness. In cities like
Gurgaon, the struggles are
different but equally pro-

found. I think of Anjali, a
young woman over-
whelmed by anxiety. 
To the outside world, she
seemed to have it all—a
great job, a busy social life,
and a bright future. But
inside, she was spiralling.
She hesitated for months
before seeking help, afraid
that admitting to her strug-
gles would make her appear
weak. This fear of judgment
keeps many people from
asking for help, and it’s
heartbreaking to see how
common this is in urban
e nv i r o n m e n t s . Me n t a l
health remains an after-
thought in our healthcare
system. 
We focus on physical symp-
toms—treating heart dis-
ease, diabetes, and other

conditions—but the emo-
tional weight people carry
is often ignored. I’ve seen
people suffer for years in
silence, feeling their emo-
tional pain isn’t  valid
because it can’t be measured
like a physical illness.
There’s an urgent need for
change. India’s healthcare
system mirrors this divide.
In cities, private care offers
options, but mental health
services are still limited
and expensive. 
In rural areas, mental health
is rarely even discussed.
Socioeconomic barriers,
especially for women, make
it even harder to access
mental health care. Women
often put their health—
both emotional and physi-
cal—on the back burner,

prioritising their families’
needs over their own. One
of my patients, a mother of
two, delayed seeking help
for her anxiety for years.
She was exhausted, over-
whelmed, and losing her
sense of self. But like so
many women, she felt guilty
for even considering that
her health deserved atten-
tion. 
This is a common story—
too many women in India
silently endure mental
health struggles, dismissing
their needs as unimpor-
tant, further isolating them-
selves in the process.
We need to change this
narrative. Mental health is
not a luxury or a sign of
weakness. It is an integral
part of overall well-being.
We must make mental
health care as important as
physical health in our con-
versations and our health-
care system. Only then can
we address the full scope of
health challenges in India—
because real healing isn’t
just about the body; it’s
about the mind too.
(The writer is  Psychologist

and founder - Kavita
Kabira wellness clinic;

views are personal) 
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started for Kavach in 2016. But it has
been installed only in less than 1,500 km
of tracks out of the total 70,000 km cov-
ered by the Indian Railways across the
country. 
That means this lifesaving device has so
far been placed in only a little over 2 per
cent of railway tracks in eight years after
its field trials! An RTI reply says that of
1,27,644 sanctioned posts of loco pilots
and assistant loco pilots, 18,766-nearly
15 per cent - were vacant as of March 1
this year. Indian Railways have been play-
ing with our lives by not filling up vacant
posts and by forcing their personnel,
even loco pilots, to overwork. How can
a loco pilot remain alert if he has to do
extra shifts? 

Sujit De | Kolkata
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Madam — The shooting of Baba
Siddiqui could not have come at a worse
time for the Mahayuti government in
Maharashtra, as elections to the assem-
bly are just around the corner. The oppo-
sition has been handed over an issue of

law and order in the state which is cer-
tainly going to be used as ammunition
against the government in the electoral
campaigning. There is no doubt this issue
will resonate with the people of the state.
If important political leaders and ex-min-
isters are not safe, what hope is there for
the common citizen? Another disturb-
ing fact is that the alleged kingpin is over-
seeing operations from jail. 
With the right connections, jails seem to
have become a holiday resort with all
facilities available, like cell phones and
wi-fi. The assailants are said to be in the
ages of 19-21, and another one is suppos-
edly said to be a minor. The lack of edu-
cation and scarcity of jobs play their part
in getting the young people sucked into
the criminal world. Usually, the crimi-
nals come from the Northern Hindi belt.
Those in charge of the states must find
ways and means to stop the young peo-
ple from entering the world of crime.

Anthony Henriques  | Mumbai
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Madam —It is really unfortunate that the
RTI Act, which came into effect in 2005,
promising a new era in transparency in
government functioning, has almost
died its own death, with the executive not
showing any keenness to infuse a fresh
life into it. The Act has slowly weakened
due to unwarranted amendments, over-
reach of the executive and restrictive
judicial interpretations. Lack of adequate
infrastructure and shortage of staff in
government offices to deal with RTI
applications is another cause for worry.
Ever since its ratification, several attempts
have been made to deliberately dilute this
law and hamper access to information by
the public. 
The proposed amendments were
dropped due to widespread public defi-
ance. In the administration and function-
ing of a democratic government, the right
to access and seek information is a sine
qua non for transparency, openness and
accountability. Unless citizens are
empowered with the right to ask ques-
tions, democracies cannot and will not
survive. The need of the hour is to pro-
mote the free flow of information to limit
tyrannical tendencies and reinforce
democratic ideals. 

Ranganathan Sivakumar  | Chennai
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Madam — Gone are the days when a
Railway minister used to apologise for a
train accident and even tender his res-
ignation for it. Now, it is too much to
expect even an explanation for the
snail’s pace at which the Train Collision
Avoidance System is being installed and
the lack of manpower that makes even
loco pilots do the extra shifts. In such a
scenario, there is no wonder why train
accidents have become a regular event in
our country. Train Collision Avoidance
System, which was later renamed as
Kavach, is an automatic train protection
system that helps prevent collisions if two
trains are on the same tracks. Senior rail-
way officials said that a field trial was

$ . $ ! / � � 0 1 2 � $ . , , 0 % (

����������� !""#�$ %
$� �'++-. +/�0��&�%�+,����2 ()!����&�*�+,����2 �,1��"��/. +/�0��&�%�+,����

��������	�
�
�
��
���� �
�����
	
���
����

(,

��
�������������!	� �����
�����/��%0�%1��/234���&5%4�

-�.���&

#
���
�
�	��$
������
!
���	����

���	�%
���&
����	
���	��'�

�(��
"	�
 �)* 
/00/1� 02�00�/�/ �021

���	�����	���������	���	
�������	������	��	 �����
�����������	��	���	��!!�
	����	��	�����������	�
����

the humanitarian angle of sav-
ing lives and security posts at
great personal risk. RT turns
out to be a cat with nine lives
having taken numerous hits
and a life-threatening crash
landing near Everest Base
Camp. Initially, he joined
Everest Air which was regular-
ly supplying helicopters to the
police as they had none; later,
he flew for the Armed Police
Force and RNA. 
King Gyanendra who had
usurped power first in 2002
and done a coup in 2005, did
not allow the RNA to aid or
assist the police which suffered
on account of it. He did not
even allow PM GP Koirala to
use it to break the siege of the
Holleri post when 76 police-
men were taken hostage.
Koirala had to resign but
Holleri was an avoidable blot
on police’s unprofessional
record. The Army was only
pressed into service after
Maoists during a ceasefire and
talks attacked Army barracks
in November 2001 at Dang.
RT explains the politics under-
pinning the King’s embargo on
RNA. Flying for the army RT
became an ‘enemy of the
Maoists’ and was advised to
send his family abroad for their
safety.
Major encounters revive mem-
ories of fighting, their horror,
ferocity and barbarity. Villages
and towns have not forgotten

the atrocities committed by
both sides. RT has narrated
several human interest stories
like once evacuating a female
Maoist who later became a
minister and married a fellow
Maoist minister. There is a
conversation with elders in a
village who tell him that they
prefer to give their daughters
to RNA rather than letting
Maoists take them away to join
the movement. 
His underground life at Oasis
Hotel in Nepalgunj is cloak-
and-dagger stuff. RT has not
shied away from writing about
RNA’s November 2004
Pandaun, Kailali ‘propaganda’
attack under the lyricist
Divisional Commander, Gen
Rajendra Thapa. The Army
claimed it had killed 200 to 300
Maoists whereas only 4 to 5
bodies were found ( Maoists
had an honour code not to
leave behind any bodies). One
of the Army’s self-afflicted
disasters was enacted at Pili in
August 2004 when an
Engineer Regiment was
ordered to crash-build a road
for King Gyanendra’s visit.
Their prize was a huge cache
of explosives stored at Pili for
road construction. Nearly 160
soldiers were killed as RT
conducted casualty evacua-
tion flights. 
Elsewhere he mentions current
President Ramchandra Poudel
writing an article in Kantipur

daily titled ‘Maobadi Paradise:
Nirmal Nivas’, which was
Prince Gyanendra’s residence.
Having been as ‘busy as a bee’
in the People’s War, as a 24X7
helicopter pilot, his life
changed after violence ceased.
He mentions India’s construc-
tive role in the peace process.
In his post-conflict avatar, RT
became an aviation company
czar, a media mogul – with
newspapers, radio and TV –
and an interest in politics. His
list of awards will fill a page. So
will his contribution to corpo-
rate social responsibility. Into
The Fire: was released in Delhi
last month to a packed house.
Striking in the book is the note
written by Janardhan Sharma-
who was the architect of the
Khara debacle-while recently
Nepal’s Finance Minister.
Sitting next to me on the dais
RT was a picture of modesty
and humility, few people
realised his crucial role in the
People’s War. Immodestly I
could not resist mentioning
my book The Royal Nepal
Army: Meeting the Maoist
Challenge released in 2005.
But his is a first-hand account.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the

Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence
Staff; the views expressed are

personal)
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When you think of rotary
wing aircraft in Nepal,
some names will crop

up: Tula Bahadur Thapa, Narain
Singh Pun, Madan KC, all Army
Colonels, but among civilians a
pioneer is Capt Rameshwar
Thapa, the first Russian Mi17
helicopter pilot who trained the
then Royal Nepal Army on Mi17
and was later requisitioned by
Security Forces during the Maoist
People’s War. Let’s call the
Captain, RT who has written the
English version of his book in
Nepali, Barud Mathi Uddaa titled
Into The FIRE, a book ‘based on
hard facts’. It encapsulates the
Maoist insurgency that aimed to
capture the state: they came per-
ilously close to doing it. But for
RT’s heroic efforts, on April 8,
2005 in saving Khara, the epic
battle waged by Maoists, by fly-
ing in 20 Special Force Rangers
after an SOS- ‘if no reinforce-
ments in 20-30 minutes, Khara
will go’. Despite his helicopter
being hit by Maoists on surround-
ing hills he made a second
attempt in a vertical descent to
land reinforcements at base camp.
Khara was a battle for prestige and
honour for both sides, especially
Maoists but Rangers saved the
day. At the time, I had written
reams on the first and second
Khara battles, describing Khara
II’s criticality.
RT rightly calls Khara the turn-
ing point, for soon after, their
defeat at Khara Maoists sued for
peace: choosing ballot over bul-
let. They signed the 12-point
agreement in New Delhi in
November 2005 which led to the
political transformation of Nepal
– restoration of democracy and
mainstreaming of Maoists. The
rest, of course, is history. Into the
Fire essentially covers the person-
al experiences of a co-pilot elevat-
ed to Pilot in Command as Mi17
initially had pilots from Russia
and Central Asian Republics.
Their mission was rescue, relief,
reinforcements, casualty evacua-
tion and acting as morale boost-
ers. The Maoists were terrified of
helicopters which were later inge-
niously improvised by RNA as
armed platforms to drop 81 mm
mortar bombs and Improvised
Explosive Devices (IEDs). Many
battles in both east and west
Nepal are described mainly from
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Just a week ago, Israel’s Foreign
Minister Israel Katz announced
that UN Secretar y-General

Antonio Guterres has been banned
from entering Israel, accusing him of
“supporting” Hamas, Hezbollah,

Houthis and Iran. Now a new order
has been issued from Tel Aviv, which
says that all UN peacekeepers should
be removed from Lebanon. Israel is
accusing without any proof that
Hezbollah is using peacekeepers as
human shields. 
On the contrary, Israel has been con-
tinuously attacking the peacekeepers
since last week. Dozens of peacekeep-
ers have been injured so far. UNIFIL,
a mission of about 9,500 soldiers of
various nationalities, was created after
Israel invaded Lebanon in 1978. It is
currently tasked with monitoring the
ceasefire that ended the 33-day war
between Israel and Hezbollah in 2006.
Israel’s actions have been criticised by
the whole world, except the US. 

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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The legacy of British colo-
nialism in India remains
a contentious issue, with

far-reaching consequences that
continue to impact the coun-
try’s social fabric. In the con-
temporary context, this can be
seen in the practice of politics
by the opposition parties, par-
ticularly the Indian National
Congress (INC). 
The colonial era strategically
exploited India’s inherent social
and cultural diversities, creat-
ing fault lines that persist
today. These divisions, crafted
to serve the interests of the
British Empire, have become
entrenched in India’s societal
landscape, posing a significant
challenge to national
unity.Post-1857, British
authorities, scholars, and mis-
sionaries collaborated to divide
Dalits, tribals and Muslims 

from the Hindu community.
This agenda leveraged schol-
ars and missionaries to sepa-
rate Dalits and tribals through
conversion and social manip-
ulation, as detailed in Arun
Shourie’s seminal work,
“Missionaries in India.” 
By creating artificial distinc-
tions and fueling social con-
flict, the British successfully
fostered alliances and divi-
sions that endured long after

independence. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recently high-
lighted Congress’s departure
from its founding principles,
embracing leftist ideologies
instead. Modi cited Congress’s
original stance on issues like
Swadeshi, Swavalamban, and
Panchayat Raj, and Mahatma
Gandhi’s opposition to reli-
gious conversion and cow
slaughter. 
Gandhi’s post-1920 emphasis
on eradicating untouchability,
casteism, alcoholism, and
women’s oppression, and pro-
moting national unity, has
given way to divisive rhetoric.
Congress’s current leadership,
exemplified by Rahul Gandhi,
has strayed from these ideals. 
Gandhi’s recent US visit
sparked controversy, as he
claimed Sikhs face identity
crises in India, despite no evi-

dence. His comments fueled
separatist sentiments among
Khalistani supporters, echoing
the tactics employed by British
colonialists.
Meanwhile, in Sikh communi-
ties, Max Arthur Macauliffe
sowed seeds of separation, as
detailed in Khushwant Singh’s
“The Sikh Gurus, Sacred
Writings and Authors.” These
foreign interventions fabricat-
ed logic, distorted literature,
and spread misinformation to
execute their divide-and-rule
policy. 
Gandhi’s stance resonates with
the British-era concept that
India is not a nation but a
union of states. This contra-
dicts the ancient Indian ethos,
affirming India’s nationhood.
The Vedas proclaim, “Vayam
Rashtra Jagryam Purahitah”
(We are the guardians of the

nation). Even former Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s
wish to have his ashes
immersed in the Ganges
reflects his devotion to Mother
India. The British exploited
these divisions, nurturing
enduring fault lines evident in
the Direct Action orchestrat-
ed by the Muslim League,
resulting in the brutal massacre
of 16,000 Hindus in Calcutta
alone. 
Notable figures like Jaipal
Singh Munda and Jogendra
Nath Mandal eventually broke
away from the Muslim League,
recognising the sinister inten-
tions. Mandal resigned from
the Pakistan government and
returned to India, highlighting
the atrocities faced by Dalits
and tribals.
Today, India must recognise
and learn from this history,

acknowledging the artificial
divisions created by British
colonialism and guarding
against similar tactics
employed by contemporary
forces seeking to exploit these
fault lines for political gain.
Citizens and political parties
must remain vigilant, prioritis-
ing national unity over sectar-
ian interests.
The 1946 Jharkhand, Chota
Nagpur Pakistan Conference
and Jogendra Nath Mandal’s
alliance with the Muslim
League exemplified this strat-
egy. British authorities fueled
fears among Dalits and tribals,
claiming the “Hindu Raj”
would oppress them. This
manipulation ignored the his-
torical social cohesion and
shared struggles of India’s
diverse communities.
Mahatma Gandhi’s vision for

a unified India contrasts
sharply with the divisive agen-
da of some contemporary
politicians, who seek to resur-
rect the British-era fault lines.
Gandhi’s emphasis on eradi-
cating social evils and promot-
ing national unity has given
way to identity politics and
vote bank manipulation.
India’s democratic fabric
demands that citizens and
leaders recognise and resist
these divisive forces, promot-
ing national unity and social
cohesion. The country must
acknowledge its complex his-
tory and address the lingering
consequences of colonialism.
By doing so, India can over-
come the artificial divisions
imposed upon it and forge a
path toward true unity and
progress.
Despite progress, India faces

significant challenges in over-
coming the legacy of colonial-
ism. Politicians continue to
exploit social divisions for
electoral gains, while foreign
forces seek to undermine
India’s unity. The rise of social
media has amplified divisive
rhetoric, making it easier to
spread misinformation and
fuel tensions. The divisive
legacy of British colonialism
remains a pressing concern for
India. By acknowledging this
history and resisting divisive
forces, India can build a more
unified future. Citizens must
prioritise national interests
over sectarian agendas, and
leaders must work toward
inclusive governance. 

(The writer is National Joint
General Secretary,
Organisation BJP; 

views are personal)
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0.7 per cent, among the lowest in
the G7. The Canadian economy
and the living standards of its
population have largely stagnated
over the last decade. 
While immigrants are contribut-
ing to economic growth, the GDP
per capita rates are declining.
Many new immigrants earn less
than the national average, and
there are doubts about their abil-
ity to achieve upward mobility as
rapidly as past generations of
immigrants, especially given that
the majority are temporary resi-
dents.
The Government’s Immigration
Gamble: To course-correct a stag-
nating economy and compensate
for poor growth rates, Canadian
policymakers have made a bet on
immigration. By letting in massive
numbers of permanent and tem-
porary residents, Canada has pri-
oritised short-term growth, in
hopes this can translate to a sus-
tainable long-term growth strat-
egy through the upward mobili-
ty of the recently introduced
immigrant cohorts. While it may
be too early to say this is not
working, Canadian public opinion
against immigration is at an all-
time low. Many Canadians feel the
rapid influx of immigrants is
exacerbating critical issues like the
housing shortage and the strain
on social services, including
healthcare and emergency
response. Despite placing their
hopes on immigration, the gov-
ernment has failed to make par-
allel investments in infrastructure
to support both immigrants and
the existing population.
Wages in Canada have struggled
to keep pace with inflation and
there is rising concern among
Canadians that immigrants are

suppressing wages. Although evi-
dence suggests that immigrants
have little to no impact on the
average wages of native workers,
the perception of such effects
tends to fuel stronger anti-immi-
gration sentiments. Corporations,
however, have capitalised on this
dynamic, employing temporary
workers, including international
students, in low-wage, precarious
jobs. The promise of permanent
residency keeps them in the sys-
tem, even when working condi-
tions are poor. 
For corporations, this represents
a windfall of cheap labour.
Coincidentally, working these
low-paying jobs means the immi-
grants are unlikely to undergo the
upward social mobility the gov-
ernment is hoping they would.
Rising Hostility and Public
Sentiment As frustrations over the
government’s immigration poli-
cies mount, this frustration is
being increasingly manifested as
resentment toward immigrants
themselves. Public sentiment has
noticeably shifted in recent years,
with more Canadians expressing
negative views toward interna-
tional students and other immi-
grants. While this is hard to
quantify and prove, public senti-
ment analysis using machine
learning models on social media
platforms like Reddit provides a
useful indication.
We analysed all the comments
under posts containing the word
“international students” in the
r/Canada subreddit (community)
from 2010 to 2022. While the
r/Canada subreddit is not in any
way a reflection of Canadian
society, it could be a fair represen-
tation of a microcosm of
Canadian centrist views on immi-

gration. Till 2015, There was
minimal discussion or negative
sentiments related to interna-
tional students (see figure below).
Starting from around 2015, the
number of negative comments
saw a sharp rise. This trend peaks
significantly after 2020, indicating
a growing negative discourse,
especially in recent years. The
number of positive comments
seems to plateaued after 2017.
Although positive sentiment per-
sists, sentiment analysis reveals a
shift in public discourse toward
increasingly negative views on the
broader issue of international
students in recent years.
Conclusion: A Broken System
For many international students
and temporary immigrants, these
growing negative sentiments
could lead to increased hostility
and more barriers to integration.
Instances of food bank usage, cul-
tural misunderstandings, and eco-
nomic struggles may further
inflame these tensions. Canada’s
immigration system, which lacks
a strategic vision, seems to bene-
fit neither Canadian citizens nor
immigrants. 
Without meaningful reforms, only
corporations exploiting cheap
labour will see long-term gains,
while social unrest and econom-
ic stagnation will continue to
grow. The future of Canada’s
immigration policy hinges on the
ability of the government and its
citizens to address the current
challenges and find a path forward
that benefits all residents.
(Chandra is an author, policy
analyst and columnist and Ajay P
Karuvally is a Research Fellow at
The International Institute of
Migration and Development; views
are personal)  

Canada has recently cut down
on international student per-
mits and tightened eligibility
for work permits in a bid to
cut down on the number of

temporary residents. As the federal elec-
tion approaches in October 2025, immi-
gration remains the most contentious
issue in Canadian politics. “Immigration
is an advantage for our economy — but
when bad actors abuse the system and
take advantage of students, we crack
down.” Said Canada Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, in a post on X. However,
things are a little more complicated.
Canada presents a unique case of pop-
ulation dynamics, with rapid growth
despite record-low birth rates. Between
2023 and 2024, Canada’s population
surged by 3.2 per cent, outpacing even
some African nations known for their
high population growth. While the pop-
ulation is increasing rapidly, the total fer-
tility rate (TFR) of 1.33 children per
woman in 2022 was the lowest in
Canadian history. Canada’s population
growth, despite a very low TFR, is a tes-
tament to the power of immigration. In
2023, 97.6 per cent of the growth in the
Canadian population came through
immigration. 
This reliance on immigrants is a long-
standing strategy to offset the country’s
ageing population. While the COVID-19
pandemic temporarily slowed population
growth to just 0.4 per cent in 2021, immi-
gration quickly rebounded, fuelling a
rapid recovery in population growth. A
significant portion of Canada’s immi-
grants come from India, making up 10.8
per cent of all immigrants in 2023. The
proportion of Indians among all the
immigrant groups entering the country
has increased from 9.6 per cent between
1991 and 2000, to 18.6 per cent between
2016 and 2021. Projections for the peri-
od between 2022 and 2026 suggest this
trend will continue to accelerate.
Canada’s Immigration Dilemma:
Canada’s immigration system compris-
es four main programs: economic, fam-
ily, refugee, and temporary work. The
first three lead to permanent residency,
while temporary workers must follow
specific pathways with quotas and crite-
ria to attain permanent residency. The
preferred route for international students
is the Post-Graduation Work Permit
(PGWP), which is issued to foreign stu-
dents who have completed a diploma or
degree at a Canadian institution. 
This permit allows them to qualify for
permanent residency programs. While all
immigration programs have grown, the
127 per cent surge in international stu-
dent permits issued in 2023 compared to
2006 is particularly remarkable. A 2015
study showed that between 20 per cent
and 27 per cent of international students
transitioned to permanent residency
within ten years of receiving their first
study permit. This conversion rate is like-
ly even higher in more recent years,
reflecting the growing appeal of Canada
as a destination for long-term settlement
through the student migration route.
Economic Growth or Illusion? The
influx of immigrants and their econom-
ic activity has fuelled Canada’s GDP
growth (1.8 per cent average from 2000
to 2023), but population growth is
masking underlying economic chal-
lenges. The GDP per capita rate for the
same period from 2000 to 2023 is only
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With characteristic brava-
do, Donald Trump has

vowed that if voters return
him to the White House, “infla-
tion will vanish completely”.
It’s a message tailored for
Americans who are still exas-
perated by the jump in con-
sumer prices that began 3 1/2
years ago.
Yet most mainstream econo-
mists say Trump’s policy pro-
posals wouldn’t vanquish infla-
tion. They’d make it worse.
They warn that his plans to
impose huge tariffs on import-
ed goods, deport millions of
migrant workers and demand
a voice in the Federal Reserve’s
interest rate policies would
likely send prices surging.
Sixteen Nobel Prize-winning
economists signed a letter in
June expressing fear that
Trump’s proposals would
“reignite’ inflation, which has

plummeted since peaking at 9.1
per cent in 2022 and is nearly
back to the Fed’s 2 per cent tar-
get. 
Last month, the Peterson
Institute for International
Economics predicted that
Trump’s policies would drive
consumer prices sharply high-
er two years into his second
term. Peterson’s analysis con-
cluded that inflation, which
would otherwise register 1.9
per cent in 2026, would instead
jump to between 6 per cent and
9.3 per cent if Trump’s econom-
ic proposals were adopted.
Many economists aren’t thrilled
with Vice President Kamala
Harris’ economic agenda,
either. They dismiss, for exam-
ple, her proposal to combat
price gouging as an ineffective
tool against high grocery prices.
But they don’t regard her poli-
cies as particularly inflationary.
Moody’s Analytics has esti-
mated that Harris’ policies
would leave the inflation out-

look virtually unchanged, even
if she enjoyed a Democratic
majority in both chambers of
Congress. An unfettered
Trump, by contrast, would
leave prices higher by 1.1 per-
centage points in 2025 and 0.8
percentage points in 2026.
Taxes on imports — tariffs —
are Trump’s go-to economic
policy. He argues that tariffs
protect American factory jobs
from foreign competition and
deliver a host of other benefits.
While in office, Trump started
a trade war with China, impos-
ing high tariffs on most
Chinese goods. He also raised
import taxes on foreign steel
and aluminum, washing
machines and solar panels. He
has grander plans for a second
term: Trump wants to impose
a 60 per cent tariff on all
Chinese goods and a “univer-
sal’ tariff of 10 per cent or 20
per cent on everything else that
enters the United States.
Trump insists that the cost of

taxing imported goods is
absorbed by the foreign coun-
tries. The truth is that US
importers pay the tariff — and
then typically pass along that
cost to consumers in the form
of higher prices. Americans
themselves end up bearing the
cost. Kimberly Clausing and
Mary Lovely of the Peterson
Institute have calculated that
Trump’s proposed 60 per cent
tax on Chinese imports and his
high-end 20 per cent tariff on
everything else would, in com-
bination, impose an after-tax
loss on a typical American
household of USD 2,600 a
year. The Trump campaign
notes that US inflation
remained low even as Trump
aggressively imposed tariffs as
president.  But Mark Zandi,
chief economist at Moody’s
Analytics, said that the magni-
tude of Trump’s current tariff
proposals has vastly changed
the calculations. “The Trump
tariffs in 2018-19 didn’t have as

large an impact as the tariffs
were only just over USD 300
billion in mostly Chinese
imports,’ he said. “The former
president is now talking about
tariffs on over USD 3 trillion in
imported goods.’ And the infla-
tionary backdrop was different
during Trump’s first term when
the Fed worried that inflation
was too low, not too high.
Trump, who has invoked
incendiary rhetoric about
immigrants, has promised the
“largest deportation operation’
in US history. Many econo-
mists the increased immigra-
tion over the past couple years
helped tame inflation while
avoiding a recession.
The surge in foreign-born
workers has made it easier for
fill vacancies. That helps cool
inflation by easing the pressure
on employers to sharply raise
pay and to pass on their high-
er labour costs by increasing
prices.
Net immigration — arrivals

minus departures — reached
3.3 million in 2023, more than
triple what the government
had expected. Employers need-
ed the new arrivals. As the
economy roared back from
pandemic lockdowns, compa-
nies struggled to hire enough
workers to keep up with cus-
tomer orders.
Immigrants filled the gap. Over
the past four years, the number
of people in the United States
who either have a job or are
looking for one rose by nearly
8.5 million. Roughly 72 per
cent of them were foreign
born. Wendy Edelberg and
Tara Watson of the Brookings
Institution found that by rais-
ing the supply of workers. the
influx of immigrants allowed
the United States to generate
jobs without overheating the
economy.
In the past, economists estimat-
ed that America’s employers
could add no more than
100,000 jobs a month without

igniting inflation. But when
Edelberg and Watson factored
in the immigration surge, they
found that monthly job growth
could reach 160,000 to 200,000
without exerting upward pres-
sure on prices.
Trump’s mass deportations, if
carried out, would change
everything. The Peterson
Institute calculates that the US
inflation rate would be 3.5
percentage points higher in
2026 if Trump managed to
deport all 8.3 million undocu-
mented immigrant workers
thought to be working in the
United States.
Trump alarmed many econo-
mists in August by saying he
would seek to have “a say” in
the Fed’s interest rate decisions.
The Fed is the government’s
chief inflation-fighter. It attacks
high inflation by raising inter-
est rates to restrain borrowing
and spending, slow the econo-
my and cool the rate of price
increases.

Economic research has found
that the Fed and other central
banks can properly manage
inflation only if they’re kept
independent of political pres-
sure. That’s because raising
rates can cause economic pain
— perhaps a recession — so it’s
anathema to politicians seeking
reelection. As president, Trump
frequently hounded Jerome
Powell, the Fed chair he had
chosen, to lower rates to try to
juice the economy. For many
economists, Trump’s public
pressure on Powell exceeded
even the attempts that
Presidents Lyndon Johnson
and Richard Nixon made to
push previous Fed chairs to
keep rates low — moves that
were widely blamed for helping
spur the chronic inflation of the
late 1960s and ‘70s. The
Peterson Institute report found
that upending the Fed’s inde-
pendence would increase infla-
tion by 2 percentage points a
year.
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Months of drought in
southern Africa trig-

gered by the El Nino weath-
er phenomenon have had a
devastating impact on more
than 27 million people and
caused the region’s worst
hunger crisis in decades, the
United Nations’ food agency
said Tuesday.
The World Food Programme
warned it could become a
“full-scale human catastro-
phe”.
Five countries — Lesotho,
Malawi, Namibia, Zambia
and Zimbabwe — have
declared national disasters
over the drought and resul-
tant hunger. The WFP esti-
mates that about 21 million
children in southern Africa
are now malnourished as
crops have failed.
Tens of millions in the region
rely on small-scale agricul-
ture that is irrigated by rain
for their food and to make
money to buy provisions.
Aid agencies warned of a
potential disaster late last
year as the naturally occur-
ring El Nino led to below-

average rainfall across the
region, while its impact has
been exacerbated by warming
temperatures linked to cli-
mate change.
“This is the worst food crisis
in decades,” WFP spokesper-
son Tomson Phir i  said.
“October in southern Africa
marks the start of the lean
season, and each month is
expected to be worse than the
previous one until harvests
next year in March and April.
Crops have failed, livestock
have perished and children
are lucky to receive one meal
per day.”
The f ive  countr ies  that
declared drought-related dis-
asters have pleaded for inter-
national aid, while Angola on
the west coast of Africa and
Mozambique on the east
coast are also “severely affect-
ed”, Phiri said, showing the
extent to which the drought
has swept across the region.
“The situation is dire,” Phiri
said. He said the WFP needs
around $369 million to pro-
vide immediate help but has
only received a fifth of that
amid a shortfall in dona-
tions. The WFP has begun

helping with food assistance
and other critical support at
the request of various govern-
ments in the region, he said.
Phiri said southern Africa’s
crisis came at a time of “soar-
ing g lobal  needs,”  with
humanitarian aid also desper-
ately required in Gaza, Sudan
and elsewhere.
Other aid agencies have said
the drought in southern
Africa is especially harsh,
with the United States aid
agency, USAID, saying in
June it was the most severe
drought in 100 years during
the January to March agricul-
tural season, wiping out
swathes of crops and food for
millions.
El Nino, a weather phenom-
enon which warms parts of
the central Pacific, has differ-
ent impacts on weather in
different parts of the world.
The latest El Nino formed in
the middle of last year and
ended in June. It was blamed,
along with human-caused cli-
mate change and overall
ocean warmth, for a wild 12
months of heat waves and
extreme weather.
In southern Africa, food

prices have risen sharply in
many areas affected by the
drought, increasing the hard-
ship. The drought has also
had other damaging effects.
Zambia has lost much of its
electricity and has been
plunged into hours and
sometimes days of blackouts
because it relies heavily on
hydroelectric power from the
huge Kariba Dam. The water
level of the dam is so low that
it can hardly generate any
power. Zimbabwe shares the
dam and is also experiencing
power outages.
Authorities in Namibia and
Zimbabwe have resorted to
killing wildlife, including ele-
phants, to provide meat for
hungry people.
Scientists say sub-Saharan
Africa is one of the most vul-
nerable parts of the world to
climate change because of a
high dependency on rain-
fed agriculture and natural
resources. Millions of African
livelihoods depend on the
climate, while poor coun-
tries are unable to finance cli-
mate-resilience measures.
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ASaudi cartoonist who once
drew for a Qatari newspaper

as a yearslong diplomatic crisis
engulfed Doha has been sen-
tenced to 23 years in prison, an
activist group says.
The sentence for Mohammed al-
Ghamdi marks the latest in a
widening judicial crackdown on
any perceived dissent in Saudi
Arabia since the rise of Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
now seen as the kingdom’s day-
to-day ruler in place of his 88-

year-old father King Salman.
Saudi officials did not respond to
a request for comment Tuesday
from The Associated Press.
Al-Ghamdi drew under the pen
name Al-Hazza, with some of his
cartoons poking fun at challenges
during the holy Muslim fasting
month of Ramadan, as well as
touching occasionally on the
politics of the Middle East. But
political cartoons, like the content
of Arabic-language newspapers
in the Gulf states, must careful-
ly thread the needle when dis-
cussing the region’s autocratic

rulers even in the best of times.
But al-Ghamdi had been work-
ing for the Qatari newspaper
Lusail as a yearslong diplomatic
boycott of Qatar by Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates, Egypt
and Bahrain began in 2017. That
initially sparked a prison sentence
for al-Ghamdi of six years from
Saudi Arabia’s Specialised
Criminal Court over charges
denied by the cartoonist includ-
ing that his work allegedly insult-
ed the kingdom.
But in recent months, the case
was reopened and al-Ghamdi

received an unappealable 23-
year sentence, according to
SANAD, a United Kingdom-
based human rights organisation
focused on Saudi Arabia.
“This situation underscores
the urgent need for internation-
al action to protect artistic
freedom and human rights in
Saudi Arabia,” SANAD said.
“Al-Ghamdi’s case exemplifies
the troubling climate in Saudi
Arabia, where no one is truly
safe; he became a target simply
for being an artist, nothing
else.”
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Atrade deal with India
remains a “priority” for the

UK, Business and Trade
Secretary Jonathan Reynolds
said during the Labour Party-led
government’s flagship
International Investment
Summit in London which coin-
cided with the launch of a new
Industrial Strategy green paper.
“The Gulf and India are the pri-
ority. I think there are clear eco-
nomic and commercial reasons
why we should pursue those,”
Reynolds said at the Guildhall
on Monday.
“Trade and international invest-
ment lie at the heart of our plan
to drive growth for the whole
country. That’s because we know
the UK has so much potential as
one of the largest, most open
economies, a legal system that
sets global standards, a regula-
tory environment with some of
the strongest safeguards for
investment and the greatest
incentives for innovation. We
benefit from a skilled and
diverse workforce, supported
by an immigration system that
draws talent from around the
globe,” he said.
The UK is negotiating a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) and
Bilateral Investment Treaty with
India, which has completed sev-
eral rounds of negotiations
under the previous Conservative
government and is expected to
pick up from the fourteenth
round. Soon after the general
election in July, Reynolds indi-
cated that teams would be
“entering negotiating rooms as
soon as possible” towards com-
pleting the FTA, which is aimed
at significantly enhancing the
GBP 38-billion a year bilateral
trade partnership.
The Department for Business
and Trade (DBT) indicated that
while a timescale for the nego-
tiations to restart remains
unconfirmed, the minister’s
comments reiterate the commit-
ment to an India-UK FTA.

“Global investors should be in
no doubt that under this new
government, Britain is truly the
best place to do business,” added
Reynolds. It came as DBT con-
firmed nearly 38,000 jobs are set
to be created across the UK after
a total of GBP 63 billion of
investment was announced at
the International Investment
Summit.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday made a

fervent pitch for framing of a
global digital framework,
with clear-cut dos and don'ts
for ethical use of technology.
Speaking at the inauguration
of the International
Telecommunication Union -
WTSA and India Mobile
Congress here, he said just
like the aviation sector, where
the global community has
framed a comprehensive
framework, the digital world
too needs rules and
regulations.
Global institutions, he said,

should come together to work
out dos and don'ts.
He went on to emphasise on
ethical use of AI with security,
dignity, equity being at the
centre.
Talking of India's experience,
he said after the expeditious

roll out, 5G telecom services
are now available in most
places across the country and
work on 6G has already
begun. Giving out statistics,
the Prime Minister said India
has in the last decade become
an exporter of mobile phones

from being an importer, and
has laid an optic fibre network
that is eight-time more than
the distance between earth
and the moon.
India's digital vision that was
unveiled in 2014 rests on four
pillars making devices
cheaper, connectivity
reaching all concerns,
affordable data and digital-
first, he said.
"We have made digital
connectivity an effective tool
for last-mile delivery," he said.
Modi said India is willing to
share its experience of
successful building of digital
public infrastructure with the
rest of the world.
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India is resolved to lead the
world in 6G,

communications minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia said on
Tuesday, terming the telecom
sector of the country as
'aggressive' and 'ambitious'.
Scindia, speaking at the
inauguration of India Mobile
Congress and World
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Standardization (WTSA)
2024, said with the Bharat 6G
Alliance, India hopes to
contribute at least 10 per cent
patents to 6G
standardisation.
"It is our belief and our
commitment India followed
the world in 4G, we marched
with the world in 5G, but we
shall lead the world in 6G,"
the minister asserted.
With the fastest 5G rollout in
India wherein 98 per cent of
districts and 90 per cent of all
villages were covered in a

span of just 21 months,
Scindia said it is the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
effort of not just embracing,
but bracing the country to
become the first-mover in 6G
technology.
"It is noteworthy that the
Indian Mobile Congress and
the International 6G
Symposium demonstrates
both local and global
advancements in 6G, and also
design principles that will
shape the future of telecom,"
he further said.

The recent changes to the
Telecommunications Act
2023 have been designed in
such a way so as to modernise
India's telecom framework,
drawing light upon hitherto
unaddressed areas such as the
high potential sector of
satellite communications,
addressing the challenges of
the digital era, the most
important being cyber
security, Scindia said.
"The telecom sector, much
like other growth-critical
sectors in India, is aggressive,

is ambitious, and its outlook
in our journey from Amrit
Kaal to Shatabdi Kaal is to
lead the world," he said.
India Mobile Congress (IMC)
is an annual event organized
by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)
and the Cellular Operators
Association of India (COAI).
IMC 2024 will see
participation from over 400
exhibitors, nearly 900
startups, and participation
from 120+ countries.
About 3,200 delegates from
over 160 countries are part of
the WTSA assembly.
"We are confident that this
(WTSA), along with the
Indian Mobile Congress in its
8th edition. 
Will serve as a breeding
ground for innovation, but
also showcase India's
impending but inevitable
emergence as a global hub for
telecommunications across
the world," Scindia said.
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The government is
laying the process of

development which is
'beyond the cycle of
elections' for India to be
able to grow six to seven
times the current level to
become a developed
nation by 2047, Union
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Tuesday.
Addressing a symposium
by the Indian Foundation
for Quality Management
(IFQM), the Minister for
Railways, Information
and Broadcasting, and
Electronics & IT, said one
of the key elements of the
government's goal of a
developed nation is
having "a very inclusive
and harmonious society".
For India to become a
developed nation by 2047,
the target for measurable
parameters is "USD
18,000 per capita income

and USD 30 trillion
nominal GDP", he said.
"Today, we are just shy of
USD 4 trillion nominal
(GDP), just shy of about
USD 3,000 nominal per
capita. 

It means we have a path
where we need to grow
about '6x' '7x' in the next
25 years," Vaishnaw
asserted. 
Sharing the government's
approach to meet the

target, the minister said,
"It needs a very strong
foundation, a very
carefully thought through
strategy, meticulous
execution, and laying the
process of development,
which is beyond the cycle
of elections." 
He further said that the
intent of the government
led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is to build
further on the foundation
laid in the past ten years. 
"What we are going to do
in these five years of
Prime Minister Modi, his
third term, will be beyond
the cycle of elections will
be beyond the cycle of
business cycles," Vaishnaw
said. 
Taking a dig at the
Opposition without
naming anyone, he added
it will be beyond "people
who can, who have a lot of
destructive mindsets. 
It's beyond the capability

of such destructive
mindsets. That's the
thought process."
Elaborating on what the
government meant by
becoming a developed
nation, the minister said,
"First is a very inclusive
and harmonious society. 
First and foremost is a
very inclusive and
harmonious society, a
society which cares for
everybody, a society
which considers every
section of the society as
equally important and
gives opportunities for
everybody to come up."
He further said, "The
second big element of
being a Viksit Bharat is to
have the social, physical
and digital infra place in
place."

The third, he said is
meeting the measurable
parameters of per capita
income and GDP to meet
the set targets.
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The government on
Tuesday announced

plans to conduct market
surveillance to verify claims
made by air purifier
manufacturers, amid rising
concerns about pollution in
Delhi and other major cities.
This move comes in
response to Union Food and
Consumer Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi on Monday
accusing some companies of
making false assertions
about their products.
Consumer Affairs Secretary
Nidhi Khare, addressing a
media briefing on Tuesday,
stated, "We will try to see
through market surveillance
and check if the claims are
correct or not."
Khare also mentioned that
the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) has taken
note of the issue and will
examine compliance with
existing quality control
orders on air filters.
The announcement follows
Joshi's remarks at a World
Standards Day event, where

he expressed concern over
misleading marketing
tactics.
"Air purifiers make such
false claims. 
We see air purifiers and so
much is written but nothing
is there in it. There is just a
fan in it, yet claims are still
made," Joshi had said,
highlighting the need for
increased consumer
awareness.
The minister advocated for a
collaborative approach
involving the BIS, the
consumer affairs ministry,
and consumers to address
the issue.
This initiative comes at a
time when rising pollution
levels in Indian cities have
led to increased public
interest in air purifiers.
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Corporate India is expected
to offer a salary hike of 9.5

per cent in 2025, similar to
the 2024 actual salary
increase, as companies are
balancing optimism with
caution, a report said on
Tuesday.
According to WTW's latest
Salary Budget Planning
Report, the median salary
increase in India is forecasted
to rise by 9.5 per cent in 2025,
similar to the 2024 actual
salary increase of 9.5 per cent.
Salary increases in India
continue to be the highest
across the region. 
Markets such as Vietnam (7.6
per cent), Indonesia (6.5 per
cent), the Philippines (5.6 per
cent), China (5 per cent) and
Thailand (5 per cent) are also
projected to maintain a strong
salary increase for next year.
The Salary Budget Planning
Report is compiled by
WTW's Rewards Data
Intelligence practice. The

survey was conducted in
April and June 2024.
Approximately 32,000
responses were received from
companies across 168
countries worldwide. The
survey had 709 participants
from India.
"While companies in India
are optimistic about growth,
they are balancing optimism
with caution. The era of
'Great resignation' is behind
us, both employers and
employees are now seeking
stability and the market
sentiment is notably steadier,"
Rajul Mathur, Consulting
Leader, Work and Rewards,
WTW India said.
In 2025, salary increases
across industries such as the
Pharmaceuticals (10 per
cent), Manufacturing (9.9 per
cent), Insurance (9.7 per
cent), Captives and SSO
sectors (9.7 per cent) and
Retail (9.6 per cent) are likely
to be above the general
industry salary median,
whereas software and

Business Services at 9 per cent
are projected below the
general industry median of
9.5 per cent.
"India's captive sector is
thriving, with a forecasted
jump from around 1,500
captives in 2023 to 2,000 by
2025. As the home to nearly
half of the world's global
capability centres, the
country's rich pool of skilled
talent is driving innovation
and boosting projected salary
increases", Mathur added.
In 2025, variable payouts are
projected to remain
consistent at 12.5 per cent,
following 2024's 12.6 per
cent. As organisations
prioritise performance, they
are assigning larger portions

of their variable pay budgets
to top and above-average
performers, ensuring talent
is recognised and suitably
rewarded.
"Organisations are placing a
stronger emphasis on
performance-based pay
differentiation. This trend
sees top performers
potentially earning salary
increments three times that
of average performers, while
above-average performers
are expected to receive about
1.2 times the increment of an
average performer," Mathur
said.
In terms of hiring, almost 28
per cent of companies plan to
add headcount in the next 12
months, while 68 per cent

companies plan to maintain
their headcount in 2025 as
compared to the previous
year.
With higher growth rates
anticipated, India's voluntary
attrition rate continues to be
one of the highest in the
region. However, it is
observed that the voluntary
attrition rates in India have
reduced slightly from 11 per
cent in 2023 to 10.8 per cent
in 2024.
In addition, around 46 per
cent of companies in India
expect that their salary
increase budgets for 2025
will be similar to 2024, while
28 per cent said that the
budgets are likely to be lower
than projected.
Concerns related to cost
management, inflationary
pressures, anticipated
recession.
A tighter labour market
are the major factors
influencing budget
projections for 2025, the
report said.
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Coal India Ltd (CIL) on
Tuesday said that it has

started the online process of
signing fuel supply pacts with
its various clients including
those in the power sector to
ensure ease of business.
With this move, CIL has
discontinued with the earlier
practice of physical
submission of official papers,
while bank guarantees and
other required documents
can be submitted through
digital mode.
"Coal India Ltd, in a first ever,
introduced online signing of
fuel supply agreements (FSA)
for power as well as non-
regulated sector customers
participating under linkage
based auctions," the company
said in a statement.
To ensure ease of business,
CIL said, it has also cut down

the number of documents
that were required to be
submitted.
"The online signing of FSAs
for linkage auctions...Evades
the cumbersome process of
physical submission of
voluminous documents. It
ushers in greater customer
ease as they can conduct the
entire process from their
place of work without having
to visit the coal companies," a
senior executive of the
company said.
Previously, in case of any
discrepancy in documents,
customers had to visit the
company to get them
rectified. Now, this can be
done online.
CIL signs hundreds of FSAs
annually necessitating
maintenance of bulky
documents. The electronic
arrangement makes the
upkeep much easier. 

Since the documents are
stored digitally, tracking the
status of progress also gets
simplified at supplier and
customer ends.
Among non-regulated sectors
so far, nearly 700 FSAs have
been formalised online for a
total of about 19 million
tonnes of coal supply.
In case of power sector 262
FSAs have been signed
digitally till now for a total
quantity of around 24 MT.
Coal India accounts for over
80 per cent of domestic coal
output.
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Seeking to inculcate the
importance of healthy

habits among students and
encourage widespread
behaviour change in hygiene
practices through
handwashing, ASSOCHAM
Foundation for Corporate
Social Responsibility
(AFCSR), the social arm of
ASSOCHAM, organised an
awareness drive across New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) schools here on the
occasion of 'Global
Handwashing Day'.
Supported by hygiene brand
Savlon and covering nearly
28,000 students across 43
NDMC schools, AFSCR
conducted the programme in
a hub and spoke model in
which a mega activity was
organised at Atal Aadarsh
Bengali Balika Vidayalya,
Gole Market and parallel
activities were carried out in
other NDMC schools. 
Speaking about the initiative,
Anil Rajput, Chairperson,
ASSOCHAM National CSR
Council, said, "There is an old
saying that good habits
formed at a young age make

all the difference.
I believe that on this global
handwashing day, the youth
have to understand,
incorporate and disseminate
information on the
importance of handwashing. 
Every year about 1.8 million
children under the age of 5
die from diarrheal diseases
and pneumonia that are
attributed to poor hand
hygiene, and therefore, it is
my firm conviction that the
incorporation of this habit in
our daily routine will go a
long way in leading a healthy
and productive life at an
individual level, along with
creating a high performing
society that will increasingly

contribute towards nation
building."Pramod Kumar,
Academic Consultant, New
Delhi Municipal Council,
(NDMC), said, "Awareness
and behaviour formation
from an early age has a
multiplying effect on the
potential benefits and impact
on human lives. 
Today's event not only
highlights the importance of
handwashing, it also delivers
valuable lessons on the
impact of personal hygiene on
public health and betterment. 
Initiatives such as this will
surely have a positive impact
on the future of the children
and also of the society in
general." 
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Soybean production in the
country has increased by

about 6 per cent to nearly 126
lakh tonnes in the current
kharif season due to
favourable weather
conditions, an organisation of
the crop processors said on
Tuesday.
Its acreage remained almost
the same as last season, the
trade body said.
During the last kharif season,
the average productivity of
soybean per hectare in the
country was 1,002 kg, while
this time it has increased to
1,063 kg, Soybean Processors
Association of India (SOPA)
Executive Director D N
Pathak told PTI.
"This time the distribution of
monsoon rains in the major
soybean producing areas of
the country was good, which
boosted the crop yield. The
adoption of advanced
methods of farming by
cultivators and increased the
crop yield," he said. 
After the sowing of soybean
during the kharif season of
2023, there was a severe lack
of moisture in the fields due
to lack of rain for three weeks
in the major soybean
producing areas in August, as
a result the crop productivity

fell, Pathak said.
As per the SOPA's estimate,
during the kharif season in
the country this time,
soybean was sown in 118.32
lakh hectares and its yield was
125.82 lakh tonnes.
During the kharif season of
2023, soybean was sown in a
total of 118.55 lakh hectares
in the country and the yield of
this oilseed crop was around
118.74 lakh tonnes, as per the
association's data.
This time in Madhya Pradesh,
which is the largest soybean
producer in the country, the
crop was sown in about 52
lakh hectares and its
production stood at the level
of 55.40 lakh tonnes,
according to the SOPA.
In the current kharif season,
soybean production is
estimated to be 50.17 lakh

tonnes from 45 lakh hectares
of area in Maharashtra, while
the crop was sown in 11.13
lakh hectares in Rajasthan
and its yield was around 10.53
lakh tonnes, as per the
organisation.
India imports about 60 per
cent of its edible oil
requirements. In such a
situation, experts feel that to
achieve the ambitious target
of self-sufficiency in the
production of edible oils,
there is a need to increase the
production of major oilseed
crops like soybean in the
country.
The central government has
increased the minimum
support price (MSP) of
soybean for the marketing
season 2024-25 to Rs 4,892
per quintal from Rs 4,600 per
quintal in the last season.
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Over a month-long
indefinite strike by the

employees of Samsung India
Electronics Ltd at its plant near
here was called off on Tuesday
and the workers have decided
to resume work, the Tamil
Nadu government said.
The state government in a
statement said the strike at the
factory of the Korean
electronics giant in
Sriperumbudur has come to
an end and all the workers
would get back to work.
Pressing for various demands,
about 1,100 workers of the
total 1,750 employees of
Samsung India have been on
strike since September 9,
which includes wage revision,
better work conditions,
registration of the newly
formed Samsung India
Workers Union backed by

CITU by the labour
department. The decision to
call off the strike was taken at
the conciliatory meeting
which was held at the office of
the Department of Labour
Welfare here on Tuesday in
which representatives from the
Samsung India and the

striking workers took part.
"All the striking workers will
call off the agitation and
return to work immediately.
On returning to work the
management will not victimise
the workers for having
participated in the protest," an
official release said. 

PM Modi advocates ethical
global digital  framework  
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There were snipers on the
roof of the stadium and a

heavy police presence
throughout the city of Udine
for Italy's home match
against Israel.
In the end, both the game
and an earlier pro-Palestine
demonstration passed
without incident as Italy beat
Israel 4-1 in the Nations
League.
Udine was on high alert, with
the game being played
against the backdrop of the
ongoing conflict in the
Middle East which has
spread to Lebanon after more
than a year-long war in Gaza.
It was the first match Israel
has played outside neutral
Hungary this year. 
After the Israel-Hamas war

started on Oct. 7 last year, the
national soccer team played
in Kosovo and Andorra last
November.
All Israel matches since then
have been in Hungary,
including last month's game
against Belgium in the
Nations League after the
Belgian Football Association
refused to host the game for
security reasons.
"We are going to play this
match with the hope of
convincing ever more people
of the wrongness of war,"
Italy coach Luciano Spalletti
said. 
"There are many Israelis who
don't want it and we must
convince ever more people
that this is something that
has to stop."
When Spalletti's team played
its "away" match against

Israel last month in Hungary,
a group of about 50 Italy fans
clad in all black turned their
backs in apparent protest
during Israel's national
anthem.
There were boos from some
fans in Udine when the
Israeli anthem was played on
Monday but the rest of the
stadium tried to drown that
out with loud applause - just
as they had done when the
Israel team was read out. At
least one Palestinian flag was
held up.
There was a highly visible
group of around a dozen
Israel fans and they loudly
chanted their support.
Fewer than 12,000 tickets
were sold for Monday's
match - less than half the
capacity of the 25,000-seater
Stadio Friuli - amid stringent

security measures, that also
included armed military
personnel on the roof of the
stadium.
Areas around the stadium
were blocked off 48 hours
before kickoff and declared a
"red zone," and only fans
with tickets could pass
through the tall metal
barriers. 
Supporters were strongly
advised to arrive early
because of rigorous checks.
Hundreds of extra police
officers were called up from
surrounding areas.
Around 1,000 people took
part in a pro-Palestine
demonstration earlier in the
city center. 
Among the placards, there
were several posters calling
on soccer's governing bodies
to ban Israel.
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Indian defender Udita
Duhan emerged as the

costliest buy in the first half
of the Hockey India League
women's auction after she
was acquired by Shrachi
Rarh Bengal Tigers for Rs 32
lakh here on Tuesday.
Dutch star drag-flicker Yibbi
Janssen was the second most
expensive player and was
bought by Odisha Warriors
for Rs 29 lakh. 
Indian players Lalremsiami

(for Rs 25 lakh to Shrachi
Rarh Bengal Tigers),
Sunelita Toppo (for Rs 24
lakh to Delhi SG Pipers), and
Sangita Kumari (for Rs 22
lakh to Delhi SG Pipers)
attracted significant
attention in the first half of
the auction. 
Several overseas players,
including Belgium's
Charlotte Englebert (for Rs
16 lakh to Soorma Hockey
Club), Germany's Charlotte
Stapenhorst (for Rs 16 lakh
to Soorma Hockey Club),
and Australia's Jocelyn
Bartram (for Rs 15 lakh to
Odisha Warriors) were the
notable buys. 
Veteran India striker
Vandana Katariya fetched Rs
10.5 lakh from Shrachi Rarh
Bengal Tigers. 

India captain Salima Tete (Rs
20 lakh), Ishika Chaudhary
(Rs 16 lakh) and Neha Goyal
(Rs 10 lakh) were picked up
by Odisha Warriors. 
Former India captain Savita
(Rs 20 lakh), Sharmila Devi
(Rs 10 lakh) and Nikki
Pradhan (Rs 12 lakh) are
some of the big Indian
names bought by Soorma

Hockey Club. Delhi SG
Pipers also picked up India
internationals Navneet Kaur
(Rs 19 lakh), young
goalkeeper Bichu Devi
Kharibam (Rs 16 lakh) and
Deepika (Rs 20 lakh). 
In the first half of the
auction, all four franchises
made strategic bids to build
their core team.
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Arsenal Women manager
Jonas Eidevall quit on

Tuesday, less than a month
into the new season.The
English team has won just
one of its first four matches
in the Women's Super
League and lost its opening
game in the Champions
League group stage, 5-2 at
Bayern Munich.
Eidevall joined in June 2021
from FC Rosengard in his
native Sweden and led
Arsenal to two League Cup
titles as well as the
Champions League
semifinals in the 2022-23
season. It was the first time
in 10 years Arsenal reached
that stage in Europe's top
club competition. 
His last game in charge was a
2-1 home loss to Chelsea in
the Super League on
Saturday.
Arsenal said Eidevall

resigned with immediate
effect. "We have great
respect for the dedication
and commitment he showed
to our women's first team,"
Arsenal sporting director
Edu Gaspar said of Eidevall,
"and recognize the role he
has played in the growth and

development of Arsenal
Women."
Assistant coach Renée
Slegers will take charge of
the team on an interim basis,
starting with the home
match against Vålerenga in
the Champions League on
Wednesday.

Arsenal Women coach Jonas Eidevall quits
less than a month into the new season

Lakshya, Malvika make first-round exits at Denmark Open
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India's Lakshya Sen battled
hard against China's Lu

Guang Zu but ultimately lost
in three games to make an
early exit from the Denmark
Open Super 750 badminton
tournament here on Tuesday.
Lakshya, a 2021 World
championship bronze
medallist, squandered an
opening game advantage,
losing 21-12 19-21 14-21 to
Lu in a men's singles opening
round match which lasted 70
minutes.
The 22-year-old from
Almora, who finished fourth
at the Paris Olympics, had
previously lost in the second
round of the Arctic Open in
Finland last week.

Malvika Bansod, who had
reached the quarterfinals at
China Open, also couldn't
cross the opening hurdle,
going down to Vietnam's
Nguyen Thuy Linh 13-21 12-
21 in women's singles.
Panda sisters Rutaparna and
Swetaparna also made a first-
round exit after losing 18-21
22-24 against Chinese
Taipei's Chang Ching Hui
and Yang Ching Tun in
women's doubles. Lakshya,
competing in his second
event since the Olympics,
kept pace with his Chinese
rival before pulling ahead at
8-8 to take an 11-9 advantage
at the break. 
The Indian kept his nose
ahead after resumption and
jumped to 20-11 with a

seven-point burst to
comfortably pocket the
opening game.
After the change of sides,
Lakshya surged to 8-2 but Lu
rallied to narrow the gap to
11-12.  The Indian extended
his lead to 16-11 but Lu's
persistence paid off as he
kept troubling Lakshya and
reversed the situation, taking
19-18 lead. 
The Indian drew parity but
Lu got the required two
points to script a comeback.
In the decider, Lu maintained
his composure and pulled
ahead to 14-9, while the
Indian struggled to keep
pace. In a jiffy, Lu seized six
match points and sealed the
victory when Lakshya went
long.
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Rani Rampal waited for the
women's Hockey India

League as a player for years but
now that the league will finally
see the light of the day, the
former India captain will wear
a different hat. 
Rani, who captained India to a
historic fourth place finish at
the Tokyo Olympics, will be
the mentor and coach of
Soorma Hockey Club of
Punjab and Haryana in the
women's HIL which will make
its debut later this year. 
‘"Hockey is my passion and I
played my entire career with
that. It was always in my mind
that I will definitely accept any
opportunity to serve Indian
hockey. Hockey was always on
my mind," Rani said on the
sidelines of the HIL women's
auction here on Tuesday.
‘"I tried a lot to make a
comeback in the national team
but could not do so before the
Paris Olympics. I had waited
for many years for this
women's league and when it
started, it felt very good to be a
part of the coaching staff and
not as a player," said the 30-
year-old Padma Shri awardee,
who has scored 134 goals in
212 matches for India.
‘Asked why she opted out of the

league as she had not officially
announced her retirement yet,
Rani said: "I am a female player
and I have faced a lot of
struggles. A player is always a
player. The desire to play never
ends. 
‘"But sometimes you have to
make a difficult decision and I
decided to join the coaching
staff.

‘"It is difficult to talk about
retirement right now. Now I
will face a new challenge in the
league and after that I will take
a final decision.'
‘Rani admitted that India's
failure to qualify for the Paris
Olympics was a setback for
women's hockey in the
country, but said there is no
point in thinking about the

past now. 
‘"Finishing fourth at the Tokyo
Olympics was a watershed
moment for Indian women's
hockey. It took many years for
this and the players, federation,
and coaches worked very hard. 
‘"We did not qualify for Paris
which was a big setback but
there is a new learning in
sports every day. Winning and
losing are part of the game,"
she said.
‘"No team wants to lose. We
cannot change the past but
now we have to look for 2028.
The first goal should be to win
gold in the 2026 Asian Games
and qualify directly for the
Olympics. The women's league
can be very helpful in
preparing a pool of players." 
‘Rani also lauded the
appointment of Harendra
Singh as the women's team
coach. ‘'The good thing is
Harendra Sir has returned as a
coach with whom I have
played a lot of hockey. The
biggest advantage with him is
that he knows our culture and
language. Many of our players
come from rural areas and they
understand when we talk to
them in Hindi," she said.
‘"Harendra Sir always thinks of
winning for the country and
instills the same feeling in
players. 
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Manchester United great
Alex Ferguson will step

down from his role as club
ambassador at the end of the
season, a person with
knowledge of the decision told
The Associated Press on
Tuesday. 
The person spoke on the
condition of anonymity
because the move has not been
publicly announced. 
Ferguson will be 83 in
December and the person said
the ending of his
ambassadorship was
"amicable" and he would
"always be welcome at Old
Trafford."
Ferguson won 13 Premier
League titles with United and is
widely regarded as one of the
finest managers in the history
of soccer. He is United's most
successful manager, having
won 28 major trophies. 
He has been a club ambassador
since retiring after leading
United to its last league title in
2013. His imminent departure
comes at a time when the club
is undergoing major change
following the partial buyout by
British billionaire Jim Ratcliffe
in February. 
United has undergone an
extensive restructuring
program following Ratcliffe's
investment of $1.3 billion for a
27.7% stake and implemented
cost-saving initiatives that it
said included staff
redundancies of around 250
roles. United reported losses of
113.2 million pounds ($148
million) in its latest accounts. 
Ferguson was hired by United
in 1986 at a time when the club
had long-since lost its place as
the pre-eminent force in
English soccer. 
He ended its 26-year wait for
the league title in 1993 and
went on to dominate the
Premier League era right up
until his retirement when
United was crowned champion
with an 11-point lead over Abu
Dhabi-backed Manchester
City. 
He also won two Champions
League titles and an
unprecedented treble of
trophies in 1999 when leading
United to victory in the
Premier League, Champions
League and FA Cup.
He has been a regular spectator
at United games since his
retirement, watching the team
home and away during a time
when the club has been in
obvious decline on the field. 
Ratcliffe assumed control of
United's soccer operations as
part of his minority
investment. The sporting side
had previously been under the
control of the majority owning
American Glazer family.
A new CEO, Omar Berrada,
and sporting director, Dan
Ashworth, have been installed,
while key figures at Ratcliffe's
Ineos Sport, Dave Brailsford
and Jean-Claude Blanc, have
been appointed to the board.

Alex Ferguson to
step down as
club ambassador 
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The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) has

suspended men's team head
coach Chandika
Hathurusingha due to
inappropriate conduct by
him during last year's ODI
World Cup in India.
‘Hathurusingha, the former
Sri Lanka all-rounder under
whom Bangladesh recently
endured a forgettable tour of

India where they were
whitewashed in both the Test
and T20I series, will be
sacked and replaced by
former West Indies player
Phil Simmons. 
‘According to ESPNcricinfo,
Simmons, who was also an
all-rounder and opened the
batting for the West Indies in
the early and mid 1990s, will
be in charge of the
Bangladesh team until next
year's ICC Champions

Trophy.
"Bangladesh head coach
Chandika Hathurusingha
has been suspended
following allegations he
slapped a player at last year's
ODI World Cup. 
His contract will be
terminated after 48 hours of
suspension, with Phil
Simmons to take over until
next year's Champions
Trophy," the website said.
‘The BCB investigated an

allegation from a player that
the coach had slapped him
during the World Cup last
year.
‘The contract of the 56-year-
old Hathurusingha, who
rejoined the Bangladesh
team in February last year
for a second stint with the
Asian side, was to expire
after the 2025 Champions
Trophy. 
‘He will therefore not be
present with the team for the
upcoming two-match Test
series at home against South
Africa. 
‘He took the team to India
on the back of a historic Test
series sweep in Pakistan only
to suffer an embarrassing 0-2
defeat in the two-Test series
against Rohit Sharma's side
and a 0-3 loss in the T20I
series. 
‘His exit marks an
underwhelming end to his
brief stint as Bangladesh
coach with debacles in the
2023 ODI World Cup and
the 2024 T20 World Cup. 
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1ST TEST: GILL, JAISWAL CONTINUE GOOD FORM; KOHLI, ROHIT EYE CONSISTENT RUN 
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Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Shubman Gill, the

torchbearers of India’s
transition phase, will have to
be the team’s driving force in
its quest to lord over an
unsettled New Zealand when
the two sides square off in a
three-Test series, beginning
here on Wednesday.
The baton has not been
completely passed, but Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma are
certainly running their last
lap and these two young
superstars will have to show
that they can carry forward
the legacy of the titans.
Since a productive series
against England earlier this
year, Gill is now more
familiar and comfortable
with the rigours of Test
cricket.
His last 10 innings contain
three hundreds and two
fifties, while Jaiswal’s last
eight outings in Test cricket
feature a 214 and five fifties.
Those numbers are not to be
scoffed at. But at the same
time, it is important for them
to build on the foundation
through this series, a
precursor to the much
tougher journey to Australia
next month.
Gill seems to have sorted his
issues with the in-coming
deliveries from pacers, but a
trace of the old failing still
remains.
In Chennai, Bangladesh
pacer Hasan Mahamud
troubled him with nip-
backers before eventually

grabbing his wicket.
Similarly, Jaiswal has a
penchant to go for expansive
shots against pace bowlers to
get dismissed, evidenced by
his three dismissals recently
against Bangladesh quicks.
In all, the left-hander has

fallen to pacers 12 times in 20
innings, and he would want a
better record before facing a
clutch of top-class Australian
pacers.
While these concerns are not
deeply rooted, they serve as
cautionary points against a

New Zealand attack that has
capable hands in pacers Matt
Henry, William O’Rourke
and the experienced Tim
Southee, if he gets to play
here after a sharp decline in
his form. There is another
angle to the emergence of

Jaiswal and Gill as the pillars
of the Indian line-up, as Kohli
and Rohit have not precisely
set the field ablaze.
Rohit, who has played 15
innings this year, has made
two hundreds but managed
only one fifty in the

remaining 13, totaling 497
runs in eight Tests at just over
35.
Kohli, 53 runs shy of 9000
Test runs, has not made even
a fifty in six innings this year,
and while Rohit often
perishes in his attempt to

grab the momentum, his
colleague offers a much more
curious case. The 35-year-old
Kohli has not been able to
convert the two starts he got
this year, ending up with 46
(vs SA) and 47 (vs
Bangladesh), stirring the
uncomfortable memories of
that great slump between
2019 and 2023.
The master batter will also
have to keep an eye on New
Zealand left-arm spinners -
Ajaz Patel and Rachin
Ravindra - the tribe which
has been a thorn in his flesh
in the past.
It has been a while since these
two stalwarts embossed their
mark across a full series, and
a nervy New Zealand could
be their golden chance to do
so.
India has only minor
concerns, but New Zealand’s
troubles across batting and
bowling departments are
more pronounced.
Their batsmen struggled
copiously against Sri Lankan
spinners recently while losing
an away series 0-2, and here
they will have to negate two
modern-day greats in
Ravichandran Ashwin and
Ravindra Jadeja.
They took 20 wickets
together against Bangladesh
and with the Chinnaswamy
Stadium pitch expected to
give some assistance to
spinners, the veterans might
be itching to have a bowl
here.
Besides the duo, the Kiwis
will have to contend with the
genius of Jasprit Bumrah,

who rattled Bangladesh by
picking up 11 wickets across
two Tests. If they persist with
the combination from the last
series, Akash Deep will be the
third pacer behind Bumrah
and Mohammed Siraj.
The weather here is expected
to be gloomy over the course
of the Test match, and there
could be some delayed starts
and truncated sessions.
The management will take
into account the fact that
New Zealand, who have
already lost Kane Williamson
to an injury, were put through
the wringer by Lankan
spinners recently.
In another blow, right-arm
pacer Ben Sears has been
ruled out of the series due to
a knee injury. An uncapped
Jacob Duffy, who has played
six ODIs and 14 T20Is, has
been brought into the squad.
Teams (from):
India: Rohit Sharma (c),
Jasprit Bumrah (vc), Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Shubman Gill, Virat
Kohli, KL Rahul, Sarfaraz
Khan, Rishabh Pant (wk),
Dhruv Jurel (wk),
Ravichandran Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel,
Kuldeep Yadav, Mohammed
Siraj, Akash Deep.
New Zealand: Tom Latham
(captain), Devon Conway,
Kane Williamson, Mark
Chapman, Will Young, Daryl
Mitchell, Glenn Phillips,
Michael Bracewell, Mitchell
Santner, Rachin Ravindra,
Tom Blundell (wk), Ajaz
Patel, Matt Henry, Tim
Southee, William O’Rourke,
Jacob Duffy.
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India skipper Rohit Sharma
has virtually ruled out

Mohammed Shami from the
upcoming Test tour of
Australia, saying that the
pacer’s recovery from an
ankle surgery has been
hampered by swelling in
knees and it would not be
right to take an
“undercooked” version of
him for the marquee
showdown.
Shami last played for India
during the ODI World Cup
final last year and has been
recuperating from an ankle
surgery after that.
“To be honest, right now, it’s
pretty difficult for us to
make a call on him, whether
he’ll be fit for this series or
Australia series. He recently
had swelling on his knee,
which was quite unusual,”
Rohit told reporters here on

the eve of the first Test
against New Zealand.
“He was in the process of
getting fit, getting close to
100 per cent, he had swelling
in his knee, that put him
back a little bit in his
recovery. So, he had to start
again. 
Right now, he’s at NCA, he’s
working with the physios
and the doctors at NCA,” he
added.

Rohit said the team
management wants Shami to
regain full fitness before
returning to top-flight
cricket. 
“We are keeping our fingers
crossed, we want him to be
100 per cent fit. We don’t
want to bring an
undercooked Shami to
Australia, that is not going to
be the right decision for us.
“It is quite tough for a fast
bowler, having missed so
much of cricket, and then
suddenly to come out and be
at his best, it is not ideal,” he
noted.
Rohit said the National
Cricket Academy staff will
continue to assess Shami’s
fitness and he might play a
couple of internal matches in
that process.
“We want to give him
enough time to recover and
be 100 per cent fit. 
The physios, the trainers, the
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Australia will have to find
a way to keep Indian

pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah quiet if they are to
win the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, reckoned captain Pat
Cummins on Tuesday as they
draw comfort from success in
last two ICC finals against
their fierce rivals.
The world’s top two Test
teams will clash in a five-
match affair starting on
November 22 in Perth and
India will enter the contest
having held the trophy for
nearly a decade, which
includes winning two
consecutive series Down
Under.
“I’m a big fan of Bumrah. I
think he’s a fantastic bowler.
Hopefully, if we can keep him
quiet, that is going to go a
long way to winning the
series,” Cummins said on the
Star Sports Press Room.
“Alongside him, he has got
some other guys who haven’t

played a lot over here in
Australia (that) we haven’t
seen a lot of. We’ll see how it
goes,” he added.
Cummins said Australia will
lean on happy memories of
winning the last two ICC
finals -- World Test
Championship and ODI
World Cup -- against Rohit
Sharma’s India. “The last two
series were a long time ago.
We have got over it,” he said.
“I’ve never played alongside
him (Rohit Sharma), so I
don’t know him super well.
But it has looked like they
(Indian team) are pretty
organised, pretty well-
planned.
“Fortunately, over the last few
years, we’ve had some success
in the World Test
Championship final and (in)
a different format for the
ODI World Cup. We’ll be
trying to lean on those
memories. As I’m sure they’re
trying to remember some of
the previous series over here
as well,” he said.  

Pujara’s absence will give a
‘different feel’  Cummins said
playing against Cheteshwar
Pujara, whose stoic resistance
with the bat laid the
foundation of India’s away
wins in 2018-19 and 2020-21,
was ‘real Test cricket’.
“It was always great playing
(against) Pujara. He was one
of those guys who never
really felt like he was getting
away from you. But then he
would (just) bat, bat, bat and
bat,” he said.  “I really enjoyed
the contest against him.
Some days he won, other
days I won. It’s going to have
a bit of a different feel
without him. Pujara is a great
player.”
“(I) had lots of battles against
him over the years. I quite
enjoyed them, to be honest. It
was real Test cricket. He
might score runs, but you
always feel like you’re in for a
chance.”
Cummins said playing
against India’s former No 3
batter was a battle of
outlasting each other. 
“It comes down to almost
who wants to outlast each
other, which I quite like that
aspect of Test cricket. It’s
going to be a shame that he is
not there, but I’m sure they’ll
pick someone else who’s in a
similar kind of style,” he said.
Cummins said the India-
Australia rivalry will now be
“mirroring” the Ashes given
that there will be five Tests
hereon.
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Keeping Jasprit Bumrah quiet
will go a long way in winning
against India: Pat Cummins

doctors have set a roadmap
for him.
“He is supposed to play a
couple of (practice) games
before he plays international
cricket,” he added.

Shami has played 64 Tests for
India, taking 229 wickets at
an impressive average of
27.71. India will play five
Tests in Australia starting
November 22. 


