
PTI ■ KAZAN

The Russia-Ukraine
conflict should be
resolved in a peaceful

manner and India is ready to
provide all possible
cooperation towards it, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Tuesday during his talks
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin.
Modi held bilateral talks with

Putin hours after arriving in
this central Russian city to
attend the 16th BRICS
summit. In his televised
opening remarks, the Prime
Minister conveyed to the
Russian leader that New
Delhi “fully supports” the
early return of peace and
stability in the region.
Modi also said that his second
visit to Russia in the last three
months reflected “close”

coordination and “deep trust”
between the two
countries.”We are in constant
touch on the issue of ongoing
conflict between Russia and
Ukraine. As I said earlier, we
believe that problems should
be resolved in a peaceful
manner,” the Prime Minister
said.
“We fully support the early
return of peace and stability.
All our efforts give priority to

humanity. India is ready to
provide all possible
cooperation in times to
come,” he said. “We have the
opportunity to discuss all
these issues,” he added.
On his part, Putin noted the
“good condition” of trade
turnover between Russia and
India. In his remarks, Modi
also referred to his summit
talks with the Russian leader
in Moscow in July. Our
annual summit resulted in
strengthening cooperation in
every field, he said.
The Prime Minister also
congratulated Putin on
Russia’s successful presidency
of BRICS. Many countries
want to join the grouping
now, he added. “It is a matter
of great pleasure for me to
have the opportunity to visit a
beautiful city like Kazan for
the BRICS summit. India has
deep and historical ties with
this city,” Modi said.
“The opening of India’s new
consulate in Kazan will
further strengthen these ties,”
he added. It is learnt that the
Ukraine conflict figured
prominently at the meeting.
In the summit talks on July 9
in Moscow, Modi told Putin
that a solution to the Ukraine
conflict is not possible on the
battlefield and peace efforts
do not succeed in the midst of
bombs and bullets. Weeks
later he travelled to Ukraine.
In his talks with Zelenskyy,
Modi said both Ukraine and
Russia should sit together
without wasting time to end
the ongoing war and that
India was ready to play an
“active role” to restore peace
in the region. India has been
maintaining that the conflict
in Ukraine must be resolved
through dialogue and
diplomacy. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ■
NEW DELHI

In a bizarre incident, All
India Trinamool Congress

Member of Parliament
Kalyan Banerjee created a
ruckus during a crucial Waqf
meeting in Parliament on
Tuesday where he smashed a
glass water bottle and hurled
it towards the Chair.
Banerjee injured himself and
jeopardised the
safety of other

Parliamentarians who had
gathered for a discussion on
the Joint Committee on Waqf
(Amendment) Bill. Banerjee
was suspended for one day
from the parliamentary
committee on the Waqf Bill
after his theatrics. He later
emerged with a bandaged
hand, escorted by fellow
MPs.  
Sources at the meeting said
the TMC MP smashed a glass

water bottle and threw it
towards panel

c h a i r m a n

Jagdambika Pal of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
during a heated exchange of
words with BJP’s Abhijit
Gangopadhyay, a former
Calcutta High Court judge.
This is the second time
Banerjee has made news for
odd reasons, the last time he
had mimicked a presiding
officer of the Parliament. The
act was condemned by the
President of India, Prime
Minister and his Cabinet
colleagues.    
According to sources, the
panel voted nine-eight on a
resolution moved by BJP
MP Nishikant Dubey to
suspend Banerjee for a day
for his choice of words for
the panel chairman, and for
smashing a glass bottle and
throwing it towards Pal.
After the meeting
concluded, Banerjee refused
to talk to reporters about
the incident.
After being administered
first aid, Banerjee was seen
being escorted back to the
meeting room by AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi and
AAP leader Sanjay Singh.

PNS ■ JABALPUR

More than a dozen workers
were injured in a

powerful blast at the Ordnance
Factory Khamaria in Madhya
Pradesh’s Jabalpur district on
Tuesday morning, an official
said. The blast took place at
around 9.45 am when
explosive material was being
filled in the bombs at a refilling
section of the factory, the
official from the establishment
said.
Among the injured persons,
two were in a serious condition
and admitted to a hospital.
Another worker was missing
and was possibly trapped
under the debris of the section
in which the blast took place,
he said.

The blast was so powerful that
it was even heard by people a
few kilometres away, as per
eyewitnesses. The Ordnance
Factory Khamaria is one of the
major ammunition production
units under the Department of
Defence Production.
More than a dozen workers
received injuries in the blast
and efforts were on to locate a
missing worker, who was
possibly trapped under the
debris of the building, the
official said. A probe has been
ordered into the incident and
the exact cause behind the blast
will be known after completion
of the investigation, he said.
Fire brigade and security staff
of the factory launched a relief
and rescue operation, the
official added.

STAFF REPORTER ■
NEW DELHI

Even before the arrival of
winter, Delhi along with

several cities of north India is
gasping for clean air as air
quality has degraded to
alarming levels over the past
few days. Based on the real
time data, Delhi ranks top on
the list of most polluted cities
in the country. It was the
second-most polluted city in
the world on Tuesday, a live
ranking on IQAir’s a Swiss
based air quality monitoring
website indicated, after only
Lahore in neighbouring
Pakistan. AQI in Lahore
recorded 394.
A layer of smog engulfed Delhi
and surrounding areas,
including Noida, on Tuesday
morning, even as the air
quality plummeted to the ‘very
poor’ category at 327, followed
by Haryana’s Jind where the
AQI stood at 311. 
Meanwhile, out of 36
monitoring stations in the
National Capital, 26 are in the
red zone, with the AQI
recorded in the “very poor”
category, according to data
from the Central Pollution
Control Board. These stations

include Anand Vihar, Bawana,
Dwarka, Jahangirpuri,
Mundka, Narela, Patparganj,
Rohini, Shadipur, Sonia Vihar,
Wazirpur, Alipur, Ashok Vihar,
Aya Nagar, Burari, Mandir
Marg, and others. A thick layer
of fog was seen in areas like
Anand Vihar, Kalkaji, Nehru
Place, and Akshardham
Temple, as Delhi’s air quality
continued to deteriorate.
Factors contributing
significantly to pollution
include transportation, stubble
burning, and dust pollution,
with emissions from
transportation accounting for
approximately 11.45 percent of
Delhi’s air pollution, according
to the Centre’s Decision

Support System for Air Quality
Management.
As the air pollution in Delhi
reaches the red zone, Delhi
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai on Tuesday wrote letters to
the transport ministers of
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan, urging them to
ensure no diesel buses from
their states plied to the
national capital in view of
GRAP II restrictions in place.
Rai announced a slew of
measures, including enhanced
water sprinkling to control
road dust, use of dust
suppressants and deployment
of additional traffic personnel
to ease traffic congestion,
among others.

Blast at Jabalpur Ordnance
Factory, many injured

RAJESH KUMAR ■ NEW DELHI

While there seems to be no
end to the menace of

bomb threat messages
targeting Indian airlines, as
about 80 more flights,
operating on domestic and
international routes, received
fresh threats from Monday
night to Tuesday, it has also
had a huge financial impact on
the airline operators who
already under financial stress,
operations stakeholders like
security forces logistics and
regulatory bodies to under
take the drill to ensure safe
flight.
According to estimates from
aviation industry sources, it
costs about Rs one to three
Crores, on an average, to
undertake the security drills
and the burden is on all the
stakeholders from
government to the private
agencies. Which means given
the total of 180 flights that
have undergone the process
after the hoax calls an
additional burden of about Rs
300 Crore.  
“Following the laid down
protocols, relevant authorities
were immediately alerted, and
all security procedures strictly
adhered to, as per guidance
from the regulatory authorities
and security agencies,” an Air
India spokesperson said in a
statement.
Protocols for the Bomb
Threat Assessment
Committee (BTAC), is
convened in the event of a
bomb threat call to an aircraft
or airport, to tackle the spate
of the ongoing “random”
Internet-based threats being
made to various Indian
airlines.
On Monday night, the BTAC
that assembled at seven
airports of Delhi, Mumbai,
Jaipur, Pune, Mangalore,
Bengaluru and Kozhikode

declared as “hoax or
nonspecific” bomb threat
messages sent to 30 flights
belonging to three carriers -
Air India, Vistara and Indigo.
The threat was assessed as
“non specific” as it was found
that one X handle posted
these “bombs onboard”

messages for 10 flights each of
these three carriers between
10.46 pm and 11.42 pm.
The protocol undertaken by
the BTAC has been tweaked
and a fine assessment, acting
on a set of new ‘red flags’, is
being undertaken now, the
sources added. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE/PTI
■ NEW DELHI/BEIJING

With India and China
reaching an

agreement on patrolling
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Eastern
Ladakh, Army Chief
General Upendra Dwivedi
on Tuesday said as of now
“we are trying to restore the
trust” and both sides will
have to “reassure each
other” to achieve this.
His assertion in New Delhi
came a day after India
announced an agreement
with China on patrolling.
China on Tuesday
confirmed that it has
reached an agreement with
India to end the standoff
between the two armies in
eastern Ladakh. 
It means both the armies
will now resume patrolling
in their respective zones as
was the practice before
May 2020.
Following the Galwan
clash in June that year,
both sides deployed a large
number of troops on the
LAC leading to heightened
tension.

Hoax threats leave financial scars

We are trying to
restore the trust:
Army Chief
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Driving to Gurgaon? Pack a meal, and a diaper
BY PARVESH SHARMA

To tackle traffic congestion in
the city, the Gurugram district

administration has identified 18
spots on the city roads which have
reported heavy traffic movement
and congestion. The officials have
asked traffic police and other
departments to take correctional
steps in this regard.  
These places include Delhi-
Gurugram Expressway, Sohna
Road, Delhi-Jaipur Highway,
Sheetla Mata Road, Old-Delhi
Road and other major roads. The
city administration recently wrote
to traffic police asking for a
reduction in jams at the identified
spots. Officials have advised
enforcement and increased police
presence on roads so that road
congestion is cleared quickly.
“We conduct drives to reduce
congestion and ensure traffic
movement remains smooth. We
have also increased the presence of

traffic police personnel at these 18
hot spots and the enforcement has
been made strict. We are also
conducting awareness among the
vehicle owners to follow traffic
rules,” Virender Vij, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Traffic)
told The Pioneer.
Another traffic congestion reason
is rain. A few hours of rain causes
severe water logging in different
areas of Gurugram, which in turn
results in traffic disruption in the
city. The traffic police have also
identified more than 55 places in
the city, including major key points
on the expressway, that witnessed
water logging due to rain.
Rainwater collected at various
spots also hampers the traffic
movement on the Delhi-Jaipur
Expressway. The traffic movement
at this major junction of the
expressway slowed down,
especially when two-wheelers and
four wheelers faced huge
inconveniences due to rainwater.

Among the 18 spots identified are
Ambience Island, Iffco Chowk,
Subash Chowk, Hero Honda
Chowk, Umang Bhardwaj Chowk,
Sohna Chowk, Kherki Daula toll
plaza, Dwarka Expressway, Huda
City Centre, Hero Honda Chowk,
Subhash Chowk Underpass and
Subhash Chowk.
Gurugram Deputy Commissioner
has asked authorities to take strict
measures to check violations of
traffic norms. He asked officials to
launch a drive to check wrong
parking, ferrying of dangerous
goods and seizure of old vehicles
that are not allowed to ply on
roads.
The city traffic police department
said they have increased police
presence at these hot spots and
measures in line with the Graded
Action Response Plan (GRAP).
Traffic police issued over 24,000
penalties in the previous month.
Offences include wrong-side
driving, helmet-less riding, wrong

parking, jumping signals, underage
driving, speeding, without a
driving licence, without a high-
security number plate, using a
mobile phone while driving,
overloading, and driving without
seat belts.
“To make people aware of traffic
rules in Gurugram, people should
follow the traffic rules in public
places so that they can save
themselves and their families from
road accidents and avoid being
victims effort is being made by the
traffic police in Gurugram to get
rid of the problem of traffic jams
and ease the traffic in the cyber
city by taking continuous action
against the violators as per the
rules,” Vij said.
“To curb the traffic menace across
Gurugram we have been
organising special drives from time
to time. We have issued a clear
direction to the traffic personnel to
be present on the roads and curb
traffic violations, he added.

District administration has identified 18 hot spots on the city roads

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a bilateral meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin, in Kazan, Tuesday PTI

SAUMYA SHUKLA ■
NEW DELHI

Days after the crude
bomb blast outside the

Central Reserves Police
Forces (CRPF) public
school in Delhi’s Rohini
area, an email threat was
received at the central
agency’s school in
Telangana’s Hyderabad on
Tuesday threatening to blow
up five schools across the
country. However, official
sources later confirmed that
the email turned out to be a
hoax.
According to police sources,
an email was received in a
CRPF school in Medchal
near Hyderabad threatening
to blow up three CRPF
schools in Delhi and
Hyderabad, and two
Kendriya Vidyalayas within
the forces’ office premises in
other cities.
The three CRPF schools
include two in Delhi

(Rohini and Dwarka), one
in Hyderabad (Telangana);
while the two Kendriya
Vidyalayas are within the
paramilitary forces’ office
premises at Panchkula
(Haryana) and Rampur
(Uttar Pradesh).
Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Dwarka, Ankit Singh
said, “The CRPF school in
Dwarka did not receive any
message or mail regarding
the same. However, the
message was shared to us by
stay alert.

Chief of the Army Staff General
Upendra Dwivedi during a press
conference, in New Delhi PTI

Officials at the blast site of Ordnance Factory Jabalpur (OFJ), in Jabalpur district,
Madhya Pradesh, Tuesday PTI

Members of Joint Parliamentary Committee on Waqf (Amendment) Bill leave after a
meeting at Parliament House Annexe, in New Delhi, Tuesday PTI

More CRPF schools get bomb threats 

Delhi is most polluted city: IQAirKalyan Banerjee ko
gussa kyon aata hai?

A smog as air quality deteriorates, in New Delhi, on Tuesday Ranjan Dimri/Pioneer

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE
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One of the oldest and
most respected girls'
schools in the state

capital, St. Joseph Convent
Idgah Hills walked away
with the first prize in the
Girls' Brass Band Category
at the inter-school band
competition held under the
aegis of the District
Education Office.
The school band, mentored
by Rasik Nagar Pandey, was
adjudged the best at the
competition held at the TT
Nagar Stadium. 
The win registers the fight-
ing spirit of the school band,

which has moved up sever-
al notches to attain victory
this year.
The band is led by Zaina
Azam Khan, who conducts
the band and signals the
change in instruments and
tunes. 
The band's performance is
a result of the unstinting
efforts of assistant teachers
Alka Gupta, Durgesh
Pandey, Ravdeep Singh
Malhari, Bhumika Singh,
and NCC officer Amandeep
Kaur. 
Today, the school's band
group is once again moving
towards the peak of victory. 
The audience becomes

emotional upon hearing the
melodious tunes of the
band.
The band had recently been
awarded a cash prize of Rs.
100,000 by Governor Lalji
Tandon, who was moved by
the enthusiastic and flawless
performance of the group.
On this occasion, to
encourage the children, the
school manager Sister
Francis Joseph, Principal
Sister Lily, Vice Principal
Sister Stania, Sports Teacher
Vishnu Kant Sahay, Kirti
Goswami, and all the teach-
ers of the school family
expressed their happiness
and congratulated them.
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Renowned authors
Nilotpal Mrinal and
Divya Prakash Dubey

addressed students and faculty
members during a special
workshop on 'Writing and its
Diverse Possibilities' at the
Scope Global Skills University
(SGSU) in the state capital.
The event comprised in-depth
discussions on exploring new
dimensions in the field of
writing and embracing writ-
ing as a career.Sharing his
experiences, Mrinal said that
one can start writing by pen-
ning just one page each day. 
He also mentioned that study-
ing different subjects strength-
ens writing and opens bound-
less vistas that exist in the
field. Dubey, while sharing his
experiences working with film
director Mani Ratnam, noted
that people trust individuals
with talent. He further
explained that nowadays,
young people earn lakhs
through audio writing, as well
as writing stories and film dia-
logues.
Dr Siddharth Chaturvedi,
Vice-Chancellor of Scope
Global Skills University, said
that the university aims to
make students aware of the

importance of skills not only
in technical fields but also in
the humanities and liberal
arts.
The university’s film and
media wing continuously
conducts seminars and work-
shops in this direction, he
noted.Dr. Sitesh Sinha, the
university's registrar,
informed the audience of the
consistent efforts for the
development of skill enhance-
ment initiatives.On this occa-
sion, the newsletter
'Vishwarang Mauritius' was
also launched.
The event was conducted by
Vikas Awasthi, while the stage
was managed by Vishakha
Raj. Students and partici-
pants interested in writing
actively engaged in the dis-
cussion, gaining a deeper
understanding of the possi-
bilities in the sphere.
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Poaching of a black
buck was reported at
Barkheda Salam; the

body having a bullet shot
was found in a field on
Tuesday morning, it was
hunted 15 to 20 hours ago. 
The hunting was done in
the night, but the hunters
could not take the body
away. The postmortem
report will be received in
three days.
The forest department
team brought the body to
the veterinary hospital
located at Arera Hills in
Bhopal in the afternoon
where Dr Sangeeta
Dhamija conducted the
postmortem. After this, the
forest department cremat-
ed the body.
Dr Dhamija said that the
forest department team
brought the body of the
black buck from Barkheda
Salam. A panel of two doc-
tors has conducted the

postmortem. The detailed
report will be given to the
forest department. The
body is 15 to 20 hours old,
it was an adult.
The forest department
team reached the animal
hospital with the dead body
of the black deer.
The black deer had a deep
wound near its neck. Apart
from this, there are no
injury marks anywhere on
the body which suggests
that it was shot for hunting.
On the other hand, the for-
est department officials are
seen avoiding the question
of hunting of the black
deer. 
SDO Dheeraj Singh
Chauhan said that the black
deer has died. The team
went to the hospital with
the dead body. I will tell
you after getting the report.
On the other hand, Dr.
Dhamija, who conducted
the post-mortem, was also
seen avoiding the question
of being shot. She said that

the post-mortem report
will be given directly to the
forest department in 2 to 3
days.
About 5 months ago, the
dead body of a pregnant
black deer was found near
the forest department's rest
house in Bishankhedi,
Bhopal. The villagers said
that the deer was hunted by
dogs. There is a water area
around the place where
the carcass of the black deer
was found. Due to this,
Rajasthani sheep herders
also stayed there with their
sheep.
It is feared that the sheep
herders also have dogs with
them, which are more vio-
lent than urban dogs. They
can also attack the deer. At
the same time, hunting by
hunters also came to the
fore.
According to the Forest
Department's poaching
case report, about 115 wild
animals have been hunted
in different places of the

state in MP from January 1,
2024 till now. The hunters
have hunted the most 24
leopards, 20 chital, 16 nil-
gai and 14 wild boars.
Apart from this, 3 black
deer have also been hunt-
ed. These black deer have
been hunted in Sehore,
Raisen and Sagar districts.
Male leopard cub 'Veer'
died on Monday in Van
Vihar, Bhopal. 
On 6 February 2023, he was
rescued from Chhindwara
Forest Division. He was
unable to walk due to being
very weak. The back part of
his body was not working.
The cub was treated by
wildlife doctor Van Vihar
Dr. Atul Gupta after con-
sulting experts, but he
could not be saved. The
leopard's body was cre-
mated on Tuesday. At the
same time, samples have
been sent to the School of
Wildlife Forensic Health
Jabalpur and DI Lab
Bhopal for testing.
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The Human Resources
Department of BHEL,
Bhopal is organizing a 6-

day INSPIRE program for the
newly promoted executives of the
unit. This training program will
ensure their smooth transition to
the new role.
The program was inaugurated by
Shri Nishith Khare, Additional
General Manager (TME). He
motivated all the newly promot-
ed executives to acquire knowl-
edge and take up the new respon-
sibilities. Shrimati Swagata S.
Saxena, Additional General
Manager (HRD) was also present
on this occasion. Shrimati
Surekha Banchhor, Senior
Deputy General Manager (HR)
attended the program and
encouraged the participants.
Topics like vision, mission and
values, business scenario and
challenges, business communi-
cation, achievement orientation,
personal finance, safety and HSE
guidelines, promotion of Hindi
language, team building and
conflict management, developing
quality consciousness using case
studies, learning methodology,
customer focus, health awareness,
preventive vigilance, work ethics,
procurement policy, customer
focus, progress gallery etc have
been included in the program.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav chaired the meet-
ing of the Cabinet held

in Mantralaya today. The
Cabinet decided to upgrade 12
thousand 670 mini Anganwadi
centers currently operating in
the state to full-f ledged
Anganwadi centres. It may be
noted here that there is a pro-
vision for one Anganwadi
worker in Mini Anganwadi
centres. As per the decision,
after the upgradation of these
mini Anganwadi centres, there
will be one post of Anganwadi
worker and one post of
Anganwadi Sahayika. A total
of 476 supervisor posts at the
rate of one supervisor for 25
upgraded Anganwadi centres
were approved. The standards
set by the Central Government
will apply to the upgraded

Anganwadi centres.
While the centre’s share in
upgradation of the mini
Anganwadi centers into full-
fledged Anganwadi centres,
will be Rs 3401.90 lakh, the
state share will be Rs 17945.82
lakh. In this way, the total
amount of additional annual
expenditure will be Rs
21347.71 lakh.

Protection and financial
assistance approved for vic-
tims of sexual crimes
Cabinet has implemented the
“Scheme for Care and Support
to Victims under Sections 4
and 6 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012) under
Section 4 and 6 of the
Children’s Protection Act, 2012

(Amended 2019)
under the Centre’s
Mission Vatsalya in
55 districts of the
state. 
The objective of the
scheme is to provide
protection under the
POCSO Act to the
victims of sexual
crimes and financial
assistance from the
Nirbhaya Fund of the
Government of India
and to solve the chal-

lenges faced by them. Rs 10
lakh will be allocated to each
district from the Nirbhaya
Fund. Districts will be able to
use the funds as needed to
assist victims of sexual crimes.
Approval for the creation of
6388 new posts under health
institutions
The Cabinet approved the cre-
ation of a total of 6388 new

posts (5936 regular and 452
contractual) in the total 454
health institutions sanctioned
in 2022-23 and 2023-24 under
the Department of Public
Health and Medical Education.
Apart from this, approval was
also given to hire 1589 out-
sourcing agencies. The annual
estimated expenditure on the
creation of posts amounting to
Rs 351 crore 17 lakh was
approved. It has been approved
to fill all the posts in the year
2024-25 by creating newly cre-
ated posts.
Other decisions
The Cabinet gave the approval
to give pension as per the sev-
enth pay scale as per the cir-
cular of the Finance
Department to university pen-
sioners (retired officers, teach-
ers and employees) who retired
before January 1, 2016 and on
or after January 01, 2016.
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Former Vice Chancellor
of Vikram University,
Balkrishna Sharma, on

Tuesday said that it is the
duty of a righteous brother
to lead his faltering sibling
to the right path. 
The educationist was speak-
ing at the closing ceremony
of a seminar on the charac-
ters of Shri Ram Leela in
Ujjain.
The seminar—organised
under the joint aegis of the
Department of Culture,
Government of Madhya
Pradesh, and Triveni Art
and Archaeology
Museum—was chaired by
Professor Vijay Kumar CG,
Vice Chancellor of
Maharishi Panini Sanskrit
Evam Vedic
Vishwavidyalaya.
Speaking of Vibhishana,
Sharma said that even in
times of disaster,
Vibhishana renounced
unrighteousness, followed
the path of righteousness,
and took refuge in Lord
Ram.
When a brother turns away
from religion, the other
brother must show him the
right path. 

Vibhishana also accepted
disgrace for following the
religion; the Lord accepts
the one who comes into His
shelter. Prof. Kumar said
that every character of the
Ramayana is special and has
the capacity to influence.
Vibhishana is the chief
among them; he persuaded
his elder brother, Ravana,
many times to renounce the
path of unrighteousness
and take refuge in Ram,
after which he opposed him
boldly.
Vibhishana suffered many
insults for the practice of
religion but did not
renounce it. 
Today, we should also learn
from the characters of the
Ramayana.
Akhilesh Kumar Dwivedi,
Head of the Grammar
Department, opened the
seminar, which was coor-
dinated by Aditya
Chaurasia of the Triveni
Museum.Prof. Harimohan
Budholia, senior litterateur,
Pooja Upadhyay, Shubham
Sharma, and others were
present at the programme
Patanjali Pandey conducted
the programme, and Tulsi
Das Paroha proposed the
vote of thanks.
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Police need to be trained
on the basis of elec-
tronic intelligence gath-

ering, investigation is suc-
cessful only when the crimi-
nal is punished, said Director
of National Judicial Academy
and former Supreme Court
judge Aniruddha Bose
national seminar held at
Central Police Training
Academy Bhopal regarding
police working, improvement
in training and police ethics
and skill development.
Referring to the 'Sanitize the
Mind of Police Force at the
Police Station' level, Justice
Bose said that a lot of atten-
tion also needs to be paid to
the investigation of the police
personnel of the police sta-
tion. When an FIR is regis-
tered verbally or electroni-
cally in police stations, its

videography is also a need of
the day.
He said that the Code of
Justice gives us the strength
to fight crime. For this, it is
necessary to develop huge
skills in the police. 
Referring to the nature of
crime reaching the interna-
tional level, he said that
money laundering, arms
trade, narcotics, crypto cur-
rency, and darknet are now
not local level crimes, but
international level crimes and
subtlety is necessary in its
investigation.
The agenda of the two-day

national seminar is to
improve the working-training
of the police and develop the
ethics and skills of the police.
Justice Bose said that in the
changing times, criminals
have started using new tech-
niques of crime. This has
started creating a complex sit-
uation in the work of the
police. The police have a
huge response in the country
and the world and training is
required to maintain it. 
He also said that the police
force has to keep in mind that
they are the face of the state
after 5 pm. Every person

who comes to the police sta-
tion brings positive thinking
for himself, he should also
keep in mind.
Referring to the data of
NCRB 2022, Justice Bose
said that there are more than
one lakh sub-inspectors in
more than 18000 police sta-
tions in the country. Even
after this, more than  8 lakh
cases are pending for inves-
tigation. There is a need to
reduce this. Before this, infor-
mation was given about the
objective of this 39th sym-
posium which will be of two
days.
Chiefs and representatives of
all state police and central
armed police forces are join-
ing together in the seminar to
be held under the direction of
Rajiv Kumar Sharma,
Director General, Bureau of
Police Research and
Development.
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Various administrative
arms will soon come
together to launch a

concerted effort to improve
the quality of air in the city,
which has registered a signif-
icant decline since the com-
mencement of the metro rail
project.
The decision was taken at a
meeting helmed by Divisional
Commissioner Sanjeev Singh,
who told officials from the
district administration,
municipal corporation, traf-
fic police, RTO, and pollution
control board to conduct a
comprehensive campaign to
rid the city of the growing
menace.
He called for stringent action
against polluting vehicles and
instructed the Pollution
Control Board to submit
quarterly reports on the Air

Quality Index (AQI).
Singh said that District Food
Supply and Consumer
Protection officials need to
maintain stricter vigilance to
check the unauthorized use of
fuel (kerosene) in commercial
activities such as restaurants
and roadside food stalls, and
to promote the use of LPG.
The Divisional
Commissioner warned of
action against farmers refus-
ing to heed guidelines and

continuing to burn crop
residue; he underlined the
need for a watch on known
offenders.
He instructed the civic body
to carry out water spraying to
control Suspended Particulate
Matter (SPM) in and around
dust pollution hotspots and
highlighted the need for an
immediate stop to the prac-
tice of burning garbage dur-
ing colder months.
A study by ARI Pune has
identified road dust as the pri-
mary pollutant in the state
capital and stated that con-
struction and maintenance of
roads, filling of potholes,
monthly PUC checks,
removal of unfit vehicles, and
testing of fuel purity could
help reverse the trend.
The Bhopal Municipal
Corporation (BMC) is cur-
rently running a 100-day cam-
paign to improve the AQI.

The civic body stated that
water spraying will be used
during the upcoming festive
season to control SPM.
Top district officials, includ-
ing Municipal Commissioner
Harendra Narayan, Chief
Engineer of the PWD Sanjay
Maske, RTO Jeetendra
Sharma, and District Food
Supply Controller Meena
Malakar, attended the meeting
held at the commissionerate.
Long regarded as a haven
with clean air and lush envi-
rons, rampant construction,
ever-increasing vehicular load,
and illegal felling have all
contributed to the air pollu-
tion in the city. 
Residents say that the situa-
tion has worsened signifi-
cantly due to the ongoing
metro rail project, which
leaves a cloud of dust hanging
over the sites where work is
being carried out.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav said that in March
2024, a proposal was

made to reorganize the admin-
istrative units of the state.
Following this, the process of
reorganizing the state's divi-
sions, sub-divisions, districts,
tehsils, and development blocks
is being initiated. 
Public representatives and the
general public will be able to
submit their suggestions and
applications to the
Commission. After reviewing
these submissions, the
Commission will present its
recommendations to the state
government. Proposals regard-
ing the boundaries of urban
areas can also be submitted to
the Commission.
The Commission will begin its
tour of various divisions start-
ing in November, with a 4 to 6

month window for submitting
applications and representa-
tions. To ensure public conve-
nience, the process will be
widely publicized, allowing
people to easily share their
suggestions with the
Commission. Chief Minister
Dr. Mohan Yadav shared this
information during his address
at the Cabinet meeting, which
began with the rendition of the
song "Vande Mataram" in the
ministry.
Yadav emphasized that employ-
ment generation is the utmost
prioity for the state govern-
ment. To maximize employ-
ment opportunities, 11 depart-
ments are working in coordi-
nation. An action plan is being
formulated to create employ-
ment opportunities over the
next four years, in collaboration
with departments such as
Industry, MSME, Agriculture
and Horticulture. As a result of

the ongoing Industrial
Conclave in the state, efforts are
underway to ensure that skilled
labor is available for the new
industrial units being estab-
lished, while also providing
employment to the state's
youth.He also mentioned that
the recruitment processes of the
Staff Selection Commission
and Public Service Commission
are being initiated.
Approximately 1 lakh posi-
tions will be filled across vari-
ous departments, with the
recruitment process being con-
ducted as part of a larger cam-
paign.
It is a delight to offer the com-
mon man the opportunity to fly
for just Rs 999.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav extend-
ed his congratulations and best
wishes to Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi on the inaugu-
ration of the state's sixth airport
in Rewa. He highlighted this as

a significant achievement for the
Baghelkhand, Bundelkhand and
Vindhya region noting that it
will not only enhance public
convenience but also accelerate
the pace of development.Dr.
Yadav expressed his pleasure in
offering the common man the
opportunity to travel by air for
just Rs 999 as part of the gov-
ernment's efforts to promote
air services. Additionally, air
travel between Indore and Ujjain
is being offered for Rs 1500. He
urged ministers and public rep-
resentatives to promote air ser-
vices within the state, empha-
sizing that this initiative will pro-
vide the common man with the
opportunity to experience air
travel.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav
announced that soybean pro-
curement in the state will com-
mence on October 25, with over
3 lakh 44 thousand farmers
already registered. The pro-

curement will take place at more
than 1,400 centers with farmers
receiving an MSP of Rs 4892 per
quintal for their soybean. He
instructed all ministers to over-
see the arrangements at these
procurement centers.In addi-
tion, Yadav stated that, in view
of the upcoming Diwali festival,
the salaries of all state officers
and employees will be disbursed
on October 28.
The state will promote the estab-
lishment of Mineral-based man-
ufacturing units.
Yadav announced that the
Indian Road Congress was inau-
gurated in Bhopal on October 19
in the presence of Union
Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari.
During the event, the state
received approval for Rs. 9,390
crores for seven road projects,
with an additional approval of Rs
20,403 crores for 27 more roads
expected soon from the Central
Government.
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Aman accused of raising
pro-Pakistan slogans
chanted "Bharat Mata Ki

Jai" and saluted the tricolour as
part of his bail conditions in
Jabalpur on Tuesday.
The man, identified as Faizal
Nisar alias Faizan, raised the
"Bharat Mata Ki Jai" slogan 21
times in front of the National
Flag outside the Jabalpur police
station in fulfillment of the bail
conditions set by the Madhya
Pradesh High Court.
Faizan, a resident of Bhopal, was
accused of chanting "Pakistan
Zindabad" and "Hindustan
Murdabad" slogans. He was
arrested under the provisions of
Section 153 of the IPC by

Misrod police station on May 17,
2024.
During the hearing on October
17, Justice D.K. Paliwal of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court
ordered Faizan to chant "Bharat
Mata ki Jai" 21 times and salute
the Tiranga as part of his bail
conditions. 
Other conditions include that he
must go to the police station on
the first and last Tuesday of every
month until the case is
resolved.In line with the Madhya
Pradesh HC order, Faizan was
spotted saluting the Tiranga
and chanting "Bharat Mata Ki
Jai" 21 times outside the police
station. Visuals of him paying
respect to the National Flag
amid the police security are
now viral on the internet.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has extended his
greetings to all the peo-

ple of the state following the
recognition of Indore with the
'5th National Water Award' as
the best district in the West
Zone, conferred by President
Smt. Droupadi Murmu. CM
Dr. Yadav has said in his mes-
sage that "Madhya Pradesh is
committed to the proper use
and conservation of every drop
of water and is continuously
playing its role in the direction
of 'water conservation'.
Understanding our moral
responsibility for the coming
generation, we have laid a net-
work of water structures in the

state, renovated old water struc-
tures and continuous efforts are
being made to increase irriga-
tion capacity.
It is noteworthy that Indore dis-
trict has been awarded the
National Water Award for the
best district of the Western
region for its significant con-
tribution in water harvesting
and water conservation.
President Smt. Droupadi
Murmu presented this award at
the 5th National Water Award-
2023 ceremony held at Vigyan
Bhavan in Delhi. Union Jal
Shakti Minister CR Patel and
Minister of State V Somanna
were also present in the pro-
gramme. The award was
received by Indore Collector
Ashish Singh, Municipal

Corporation Commissioner
Shivam Verma and District
Panchayat CEO Siddharth Jain.
Significant achievements have
been made in the field of water
conservation in Indore dis-
trict. 
Various works have been under-
taken in the catchment areas of
Ajnar, Balam, Choral, Karam,
Moral and Patalpani rivers in
the district, which include 366
plantation works, 216 water
harvesting works, 60 recharge
structures, 90 watershed treat-
ment works and 814 water and
soil conservation works. Apart
from this, 5 Amrit Sarovar, 4
farm ponds, 5 check dams and
30 gabion mesh structures have
been built in the catchment area
of Balam river.
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Ujjain: On a 13,000-kilometre
journey spanning the twelve
Jyotirlinga sites in the country,
Acharya Advaita Yogbhushan
has reached out to government
officials and the Prime Minister
to amplify the impact of his pil-
grimage.
The spiritual teacher has stated
that his goal of inspiring millions
to embrace the values of yoga and
spirituality will help foster unity,
peace, and holistic well-
being.Followers of the Acharya
are also urging people to join him
on his inspiring journey as he
walks the path of the divine, illu-
minating the way for countless
souls seeking balance and har-
mony in their lives.
Acharya embarked on the journey
on 3 September, starting from the
Virbhadra Temple in Rishikesh,
and will pass through several
parts of the country to visit the
twelve Jyotirlinga sites.The
Jyotirlinga sites are considered the
twelve pillars of light according to
Hindu scripture. The pilgrimage
will also see the Yogi spread the
message of Advaita at camps along
the route of his epic journey.
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Woman and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Minister Nirmala

Bhuria on Tuesday
announced the state cabi-
net's decision to provide sup-
port and financial assistance
to rape victims, the move
received immediate applause
from BJP leaders, including
State General Secretary and
Parliamentarian Kavita
Patidar.
Announcing the cabinet deci-
sion, Minister Bhuria stated
that victims under the age of
16 will now receive support
and financial assistance from
the Nirbhaya Fund in accor-
dance with Sections 4 and 6
of the amended Protection of
Children from Sexual

Offences (POCSO) Act.
She explained that the scheme
aims to provide integrated
support and financial assis-
tance to victims who are
pregnant at a single location.
The scheme will ensure the
provision of immediate,
emergency, and non-emer-
gency services to the vic-
tims, as well as long-term
rehabilitation facilities such as
education, police assistance,
and medical care, including
maternity, newborn, and
infant care. Additionally, psy-
chological and legal assis-
tance will also be provided,
Bhuria elaborated.
Shedding light on the admin-
istration of the move, the
minister said that this scheme
will be operated by her min-
istry as a 100 percent centrally

funded programme under
the Nirbhaya Fund. Each dis-
trict in the state will be allo-
cated Rs. 10 lakh for opera-
tionalising the cabinet deci-
sion. 
The district child protection
officials and district collectors
will be able to use the corpus
based on a scrutiny of the
incidents. The state cabinet
initiative received immediate
applause from senior party
functionary and MP Kavita
Patidar, who expressed her
gratitude to Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav for his sensi-
tivity towards the plight of the
victims.
She stated that the move will
ensure the dignity of the vic-
tims and underscores the BJP
government's commitment
to respecting women and

their right to a dignified life.
Kavita Patidar further empha-
sised that the Bharatiya Janata
Party government is com-
mitted to respecting women
and daughters, as well as pro-
viding them with the right to
live with dignity. 
The state government’s deci-
sion regarding the rehabilita-
tion of rape victims is a step
in this direction.
Speaking of a separate deci-
sion taken by the state cab-
inet, Patidar noted that the
initiation of the recruitment
process for nearly 100,000
positions before the end of
the year will not only pro-
vide employment opportu-
nities for the youth but will
also improve the functioning
of the state government
apparatus.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav said that to further
strengthen the industrial

scenario of Madhya Pradesh, the
fifth Regional Industry Conclave
(RIC) of the state is going to be
held in Rewa on October 23. Its
main objective is to establish the
Vindhya region as a center of
investment and industrial
opportunities. Chief Minister
Dr. Yadav said that 2025 has
been declared the 'Year of
Industry and Employment'.
Hence the RIC held in the state
is being seen as an important
milestone.
More than 4 thousand partic-
ipants have registered for the
conclave to be held at Krishna
Raj Kapoor Auditorium, Rewa,
including more than 50 major
investors and over 3 thousand
MSME entrepreneurs. The
main focus of the conference
will be on encouraging invest-
ment in key sectors of the
state - energy, mining, agricul-
ture, dairy, food processing,
tourism and handicrafts. Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav's initiative

aims to establish a meaningful
dialogue between investors and
entrepreneurs in the state,
which will open new doors for
industrial development.
Roundtable and Sectoral
Sessions with Presentations
In the conclave, major presen-
tations will be given by various
departments of the state gov-
ernment including industrial
policy and investment promo-
tion, MSME, IT, mining, ener-
gy, and tourism departments.
Apart from this, a special
roundtable session on new and
renewable energy will also be
held, in which the emerging
opportunities and challenges of
the industry will be discussed.
Four sectoral sessions, focusing
on investment opportunities in
MSMEs, Startups, Mining &
Minerals, Tourism and Cottage
Industries will also be held.
One-to-one meetings and
bhoomi pujan
More than 20 investors will
have a one-to-one meeting
with Chief Minister Dr. Yadav,
which will enable direct com-
munication between the gov-
ernment and investors. Also,

Chief Minister Dr. Yadav will
perform virtual bhoomi pujan
of more than 20 industrial
establishments including power
sub-station in Rewa IT Park
and Churhata Industrial Area.
Apart from this, land allotment
letters will also be distributed
to more than 80 investors,
which will further simplify the
process of investment in the
state.
ODOP (One District-One
Product) and G-2-C
(Government to Citizen) stalls
will also be set up in the con-
clave. 
These will include more than 16
departments and institutions
including MP Industrial
Development Corporation, MP
State Electronic Development
Corporation, Directorate of
Foreign Trade, Customs
Department, ECGC Limited,
Federation of Indian Export
and Handicrafts Development
Corporation. The exhibition
will provide entrepreneurs with
detailed information about gov-
ernment schemes and policies,
enabling them to make their
business decisions effectively.
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At least 16 people have
been injured in an
explosion at an ord-

nance factory in Jabalpur dis-
trict on Tuesday morning.
The explosion took place in the
Central Security Institute
Ordnance Factory in
Khamaria, where bombs and
explosives are manufactures.
Officials said at least two peo-
ple are in critical condition due
to their injuries.
Two injured people were
rushed to a nearby private

hospital for urgent treatment
after sustaining serious injuries.
The blast reportedly occurred
in the refilling section of the
factory.
While two of the injured peo-
ple were rushed to the hospi-
tal for urgent care, another
worker is missing and is pos-
sibly trapped under the debris
of the section in which the blast
took place, officials said. Fire
brigades and ambulances
reached the spot immediately
and relief operations are
underway.
Out of the total 15 injured, two
people have succumbed to

their injuries. However, the
factory administration has not
yet confirmed any deaths due
to the incident.
During the bomb filling
process, a hydraulic system
malfunctioned in building 200
of the factory's F-6 section. The
blast was so powerful that it
was heard in localities as far as
five kilometers. Residents liv-
ing nearby said that the impact
of the blast caused an earth-
quake in the area.
Part of the building also col-
lapsed due to the high impact
of the blast, leaving multiple
workers injured.

8=
��;&���
��
���
	
�	
��������
(��	��'7
������&�

Bhopal: A class 5 girl student
died in suspicious circum-
stances in Bagh Farhat Afza on
Monday at around 2 pm, she
was found hanging with the
railing of staircase; family
claimed that she slipped and got
strangled while initial probe
reveals that the she committed
suicide after she was not given
mobile phone. 
According to the police, Aizan
Khan (14) lived in Bagh Farhat
Afza. On Monday at around 2
pm, Aizan's uncle was leaving
the house when she found
Aizan hanging  from a cloth on
the railing of the stairs.
The family took her to the hos-
pital, where the doctor declared
him dead. 
According to Aishbagh police
station in-charge Jitendra
Garhwal, it is not clear yet
whether the teenager hanged
himself or it was an accident.
The case will be investigated
from all angles.  The details
could be revealed only after the
postmortem report as the state-
ments of the family members
are not recorded.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW
DELHI

India values close coopera-
tion within Brazil, Russia,

India, China, South
Africa(BRICS)which has
emerged as an important plat-
form for dialogue and discus-
sion on a range of key issues
concerning global develop-
mental agenda, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Tuesday.
Modi made this assertion in a
statement before embarking on
a two-day visit to the Russian
city of Kazan to attend the 16th
summit of the BRICS grouping.
"The expansion of BRICS with
the addition of new members
last year has added to its inclu-
sivity and agenda for the glob-
al good," he said.
Being hosted by Russia, the
summit is being seen as an
attempt by non-Western pow-
ers to project their clout amid
the conflict in Ukraine and
the escalating situation in
West Asia.
Modi is set hold a series of bilat-

eral meetings including with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and a likely meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinping on
the margins of the BRICS
(Brazil-Russia-India-China-
South Africa).  It will be the first
summit of the grouping after it
was expanded at its summit in
Johannesburg last year.
"India values the close cooper-
ation within BRICS which has
emerged as an important plat-

form for dialogue and discus-
sion on issues concerning the
global developmental agenda,
reformed multilateralism, cli-
mate change, economic coop-
eration, building resilient sup-
ply chains, promoting cultural
and people to people connect,
among others," Modi said in his
departure statement.
Modi said his visit to Kazan will
further reinforce the 'Special and
Privileged Strategic Partnership'

between India and Russia.
The prime minister visited
Moscow in July during which he
held summit talks with
President Putin.
"Building upon the annual sum-
mit held in July 2024 in
Moscow, my visit to Kazan will
further reinforce the Special
and Privileged Strategic
Partnership between India and
Russia," Modi said.
"I look forward to meeting
other leaders from BRICS as
well," he said.  In a social media
post, the Prime Minister said he
was looking forward to exten-
sive discussions on a wide range
of subjects at the summit.
The BRIC, as a formal grouping,
started after the meeting of the
leaders of Russia, India and
China in St. Petersburg in 2006.
It was agreed to expand BRIC
into BRICS with the inclusion
of South Africa in 2010.
Last year's expansion was the
first such exercise since 2010.
The new members included
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the
United Arab Emirates.

PTI n JAIPUR

Three new initiatives
designed to accelerate

clean energy progress across
the South Asia region were
launched in the South Asia
Clean Energy Forum by the
US Agency for International
Development (USAID) here.
The new initiatives, support-
ed by the USAID through its
South Asia Regional Energy
Partnership (SAREP), are
aimed at combating climate
change and supporting sus-
tainable economic growth in
South Asia.
Speaking at the inaugural ses-
sion of the event,  US
Ambassador to India, Eric
Garcetti, said the US govern-
ment is committed to sup-
porting South Asia's clean
energy transition.
"The new initiatives reaffirm
the United States' commit-
ment to partnering with coun-
tries in the region to address

the urgent climate crisis
through transformative
action. By working together,
we have an extraordinary
chance to protect our planet,
our people and build our
prosperity for generations to
come," Garcetti said.
He said that South Asia has
positioned itself as one of the
most influential regions in

devising creative solutions to
its challenges.
Rajasthan Energy Minister
Heeralal Nagar said collective
efforts are important to effec-
tively combat the global chal-
lenges of climate change.
He expressed confidence that
the discussions at the South
Asian Clean Energy Forum
would shape future energy

policies.
The new initiatives are the
"US-South Asia Mayoral
Platform on Clean Energy
and Sustainable Cities", which
empowers local leaders to
lead municipal clean energy
transitions; the "US-India Low
Carbon Comfort and Cooling
Collective", aiming to mobi-
lize USD 1 billion for super-
efficient cooling technologies
by 2030; and "Clean Energy
Investment Facil itation
Platform", designed to con-
nect investors with clean ener-
gy companies and close the
financing gap for clean ener-
gy projects.
The initiatives will give a
push to the region's clean
energy transition, promote
sustainable economic growth,
diversify clean energy supply
chains and reduce carbon
emissions.
"By facilitating innovation,
cooperation and investment,
the United States is partnering

with South Asian countries
and private sectors to pave the
way for a cleaner, more sus-
tainable future in the region,"
a release said.
The clean energy transition
will not only reduce emissions
but also improve energy secu-
rity and create opportunities
for economic empowerment,
driving progress toward glob-
al climate goals," the release
added.
The South Asia Clean Energy
Forum, being held from
October 22 to 24 in Jaipur, is
convening leaders from across
the region to tackle the chal-
lenges posed by climate
change, including rising tem-
peratures, energy demands
and the need for resilient
infrastructure.
The Forum serves as a plat-
form for collaborative solu-
tions to meet these challenges,
unlocking new economic
opportunities and fostering
regional cooperation.

India values the close cooperation
within BRICS says PM Modi PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n

NEW DELHI

At the National Water
Awards 2023 event here

on Tuesday,  President
Droupadi Murmu gave a clar-
ion call for collective respon-
sibility in safeguarding water
resources for future genera-
tions as she expressed concern
over the critical issue of
groundwater depletion and
pollution.
Underscoring the alarming
trend that threatens both
the environment and public
health, in her speech, she
highlighted the essential role
of groundwater in support-
ing  communit ies  and
ecosystems, while urging a
unified approach to water
conservation.
The President emphasised
that without immediate and
concerted efforts to protect
this vital resource, society's
growth and sustainability
would be at risk.
"Groundwater is not only get-
ting polluted but also deplet-
ing. 
This is a serious concern," the
president said while confer-

ring the National Water
Awards 2023 here.
She warned that without con-
servation efforts, society can-
not progress.
Murmu said that all major
civilisations have thrived
around water bodies, and yet,
in modern times, water is
often neglected.
"We at times forget the impor-
tance of water," she said.
Speaking on the occasion, the
President said that water is a
basic necessity and a funda-
mental human right for every
individual. 
A clean and prosperous soci-

ety cannot be built without
ensuring access to clean water.
The unavailability of water
and poor sanitation has a
greater impact on the health,
food security and livelihood of
the underprivileged.
The President pointed out
that water conservation is
part of our tradition. 
"Our ancestors used to build
ponds near villages. They used
to build reservoirs in or near
temples so that the stored
water could be used in case of
water shortage. 
Unfortunately, we are forget-
ting the wisdom of our ances-

tors.  Some people have
encroached upon reservoirs
for personal gain. 
This not only affects the avail-
abil ity of water during
drought but also creates flood-
like situations when there is
excessive rainfall," she said.
Murmu emphasised the role
of the state governments in
water management, praising
the Ministry of Jal Shakti and
minister C R Patil for their
dedication to conservation.
The president also lauded the
winners of the National Water
Awards for their efforts and
urged that their best practices
be shared widely.
The awards, organised by the
Department of Water
Resources under the Ministry
of Jal Shakti, recognised
efforts across nine categories,
with Odisha securing the top
spot for Best State, followed by
Uttar Pradesh while Gujarat
and Puducherry were joint
third place.
The National Water Awards
started in 2018 to promote
water conservation is in line
with the government's vision
of a 'Jal Samridh Bharat'
(water-sufficient India).

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW
DELHI

The BJP said on Tuesday that
everyone in politics has a

right to criticise but those lev-
elling defamatory allegations
will have to suffer consequences,
as the Supreme Court cleared
the way for AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal to face trial in a
defamation case for remarks on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's educational qualifica-
tions.
BJP leader and Lok Sabha MP
Ravi Shankar Prasad claimed
that Kejriwal's conduct towards

Prime Minister Modi has been
utterly irresponsible, saying it
need not be told the kind of
"abuses" he has heaped on
Modi.
Prasad said Kejriwal offered to
tender an apology during the
hearing in the Supreme Court
on Monday but it was declined.
He has become an expert in
tendering apologies, the BJP
leader said, adding he has apol-
ogised 10 times to different lead-
ers, including Arun Jaitley, Nitin
Gadkari and Kapil Sibal, for his
defamatory remarks.
In a swipe at Rahul Gandhi,
Prasad described him as a com-

panion of Kejriwal and noted
that the Congress leader has also
been facing defamation cases
and tendered apologies in past.
To a question about the oppo-
sition party's criticism of the
government as India and China
reached an agreement on
patrolling along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in east-
ern Ladakh, he said, "As far as
Rahul Gandhi and Asaduddin
Owaisi are concerned, how
much they understand the
nuances of foreign policy is a
matter of larger debate."  He said
the BJP has no comment to offer
apart from what the External
Affairs Ministry has already
made.
Asked about Samajwadi Party
leader Ram Gopal Yadav's
alleged use of a profanity at the
Supreme Court, Prasad noted
that the Rajya Sabha MP has
already clarified but added judi-
ciary and judges should be
respected.

AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal to
face trial in defamation case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
CHANDIGARH

Haryana's Agriculture and
Farmers'  Welfare

Department has suspended
24 officials over alleged failure
to take adequate steps to pre-
vent stubble burning incidents
in their respective areas. An
order in this regard was issued
on October 20.
While the order mentioned
that the officials are suspend-
ed on administrative grounds,
a senior officer of the depart-
ment on Tuesday said the
action has been taken because
of the alleged failure of these
officials to prevent stubble
burning incidents.
He said more stubble burning
cases were found in their
areas.
The officials, who have been
placed under suspension,
include agriculture inspectors,
supervisors and agriculture
development officers from
nine districts --Jind, Panipat,
Hisar,  Kaithal,  Karnal,
Fatehabad, Kurukshetra,
Sonipat and Ambala.
When reporters here on
Tuesday asked Haryana's
Agriculture Minister Shyam
Singh Rana the reason behind
suspension of the 24 officials,
he said, 
"The reason is that stubble
should not be burnt."  "Where
farmers took wrong decision,
even if under compulsion, but
the decision is wrong," he
added.

Rana said he has been told that
3,000 cases have been regis-
tered against the violators. 
He said Haryana is taking
steps to control stubble burn-
ing incidents.
When asked if strictness is
being done by the authorities
in view of hearing in the
Supreme Court, Rana said
every government obeys the
apex court's orders.
The Supreme Court had
pulled up the Punjab and
Haryana governments over
the non-prosecution of viola-
tors found guilty of stubble
burning while summoning the
state chief secretaries to appear
before it on October 23 for an
explanation.
A bench of justices Abhay S
Oka, Ahsanuddin Amanullah
and Augustine George Maish
pointed out "complete insen-
sitivity" on the part of both
states,  directing the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) to take
penal action against both the
government officials for the
failure to take action against
the violators.
Stubble burning is a major
contributor to the rising pol-
lution levels in the national
capital. 
With the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) dispensation in Delhi
blaming 'parali' (paddy stub-
ble) burning in BJP-ruled
Haryana as one of the reasons
for poor air quality, Rana said
it is being publicized that
farmer alone is causing pollu-

tion.
"In Delhi, what are the reasons
for pollution? How much pop-
ulation is there? A densely
populated city will have more
pollution. 
How many airports are there?
How much pollution is caused
by an aircraft? How much
construction work is taking
place there? (in Delhi region). 
There are 28 nullahs (in
national capital) which are
flowing into Yamuna, pollu-
tion is because of that also," he
said.
When asked Delhi is blaming
Haryana, Rana said, "AAP is
ruling Delhi and Punjab, but
they will not say anything to
their party ruled dispensa-
tion in Punjab."
Earlier on Sunday, Haryana
Chief Secretary T V S N
Prasad, who held a review
meeting via video conferenc-
ing with the district deputy
commissioners, to discuss
measures to prevent stubble
burning across the state, had
emphasized strict adherence to
the Supreme Court's orders,
instructing officials to ensure
that incidents of stubble burn-
ing are effectively curtailed.
Recently, former chief minis-
ter Bhupinder Singh Hooda
and Congress general secre-
tary and Sirsa MP Kumari
Selja demanded that the gov-
ernment fix MSP for stubble
and buy it from the farmers.
Referring to recent directions
of Haryana agriculture
department, 
Hooda slammed the state gov-
ernment for issuing directions
to register FIRs against the
farmers found burning crop
residue besides imposing
restriction on selling crops in
mandis through the e-kharid
portal for the next two sea-
sons.
He also slammed the direc-
tions of making a "red mark
entry" in farm records of the
farmers found burning crop
residue.

Haryana cracks down on stubble burning,
24 officials suspended for inaction

PTI n GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on

Tuesday said that the collective
priority of both the Centre and
the state government is the
timely completion of 57 criti-
cal National Highway projects.
Sarma said he attended a
review meeting chaired by
Union Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari and
requested him to expedite key
projects, including the early

completion of the Jorhat-
Dibrugarh highway, in the
state.
'Building the road to progress.
Today in New Delhi, I had the
privilege of attending a review
meeting led by Hon'ble Union
Minister Shri @nitin_gadkari
ji, focused on the development
of 1001 kms of highway pro-
jects in Assam. 
Our collective priority remains
the timely completion of 57
critical National Highway pro-
jects across various imple-

menting agencies', the chief
minister posted on 'X'.
The alignment of the
Kaziranga elevated corridor
has been approved, and the
detailed project report of the
Gohpur-Numaligarh Tunnel
under the Brahmaputra river
was also nearing completion,
he said.
The completion of the four-
laning of the Baihata Chariali-
Tezpur highway stretch was
also urged, Sarma said.
He also requested Gadkari for

re-tendering of the Majuli
bridge over the Brahmaputra
river, connecting Kamalabari
and Nimati Ghat, where con-
struction has been halted since
early September.
The meeting was also attend-
ed by Union Minister for
Waterways and Ports
Sarbananda Sonowal and MPs
from Assam, he said.
Gadkari reviewed national
highway projects of Assam,
Meghalaya, Mizoram and
Sikkim in Delhi on Tuesday.

Assam Chief Minister urges to expedite 57 national highway project

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
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Senior BJP leader Vijaya
Rahatkar who officially took

charge as the chairperson of
the National Commission for
Women (NCW) on Tuesday
emphasised her commitment
to advancing women's rights
and ensuring justice for victims
of gender-based violence.
In her first address after
assuming office, She also
promised to build on the com-
mission's ongoing efforts while
acknowledging the significant
responsibility of the role.
"This is a role of great respon-
sibility, and I will strive to ful-
fill it to the best of my ability,"
Rahatkar said, recognising the
pressing issues women face
today.
Rahatkar, a former head of the
Maharashtra State
Commission for Woman,
highlighted two primary goals
for her tenure: ensuring that
those responsible for crimes
against women are held
accountable and creating an
environment where such
offenders fear legal conse-
quences."We must make sure
that those with this mentality
are punished and that a deter-

rent is created," she said,
underlining that the commis-
sion would continue to work
toward these objectives.
She also addressed the public's
perception of the commis-
sion's work, noting that while
not all of its efforts are visible,
the NCW remains committed
to pushing forward on its
commitment. "Not everything
comes to the forefront, but the
commission keeps working,
and we will continue to expand
our efforts," Rahatkar added.
According to a statement
issued by the Union Women
and Child Development
Ministry a few days ago,
Rahatkar has demonstrated
leadership skills across various
political and social responsi-
bilities.
During her tenure as the chair-
person of the Maharashtra
State Commission for Women
(2016-2021), she spearheaded
initiatives like "Sakshama"
(support for acid attack sur-
vivors), "Prajwala" (linking
self-help groups to Central
government schemes), and
"Suhita" (a 24x7 helpline ser-
vice for women). The NCW, a
statutory body, is empowered
to work towards the advance-
ment of women's rights. 

BJP leader Vijaya Rhatkar takes
charge as NCW chairperson

PTI n RAIPUR

Opposition Congress on
Tuesday announced the

candidature of its youth leader
Akash Sharma for the next
month's bypoll to Raipur City
South assembly seat in
Chhattisgarh.
The seat fell vacant after sitting
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
legislator and former state min-
ister Brijmohan Agrawal
resigned following his elec-
tion to the Lok Sabha from
Raipur parliamentary con-
stituency. 
"Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge has
approved the name of Akash
Sharma as the Congress can-
didate for the ensuing bye-elec-
tion to the Raipur City South
constituency," the party's state
spokesperson said here.
Sharma, the incumbent presi-
dent of the state unit of the
Youth Congress, has served as
the state president of National
Students' Union of India
(NSUI), a student wing of
Congress, in the past, he said.
According to political experts,
fielding a young face in the
form of Sharma may benefit
Congress in Raipur City South
seat, considered as the strong-

hold of the BJP. The ruling BJP
has fielded its former MP Sunil
Soni for the bypoll. The BJP has
never lost Raipur City South,
an urban constituency which
came into existence in 2008. So
far, this seat is being held by
BJP's influential leader
Brijmohan Agrawal. Agrawal,
an eight-term legislator, was
unbeaten since 1990 in assem-
bly polls. The BJP fielded him
in the last Lok Sabha polls and
he was elected as an MP for the
first time. Polling to the seat
will be held on November 13
and the counting of votes will
take place on November 23.
October 25 is the last day of fil-

ing of nominations for the
bypoll. In the last year's assem-
bly elections, the BJP had reg-
istered a landslide victory win-
ning 54 out of the 90 seats in
the state, while the Congress
had won 35 and Gondwana
Gantantra Party (GGP) bagged
one seat. There are 2,70,936
electors, including 1,33,713
males, 1,37,171 females and 52
transgenders in this con-
stituency. A total of 253 polling
booths have been set up for the
bypoll and five companies of
security personnel will be
deployed to maintain law and
order during the election, offi-
cials said.

President Murmu expresses concern over
water issues at National Water Awards 2023

Congress names youth leader Akash
Sharma for Raipur South bypoll

USAID launches three initiatives to boost
Clean Energy Forum in South Asia
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SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

The Bengal junior doctors
who announced the with-

drawal of the 17-day-long fast-
unto-death late on Monday
evening consequent to “par-
tially successful talks” with
“insensitive, arrogant and arbi-
trary” powers that be on
Tuesday assured continuous
agitation via different forms
and means until they extract-
ed justice for the Kolkata rape
and murder victim and “restore
health of the moribund health
department.”
The doctors had been agitating
post the brutal rape and mur-
der inside the RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital of a post-
graduate lady doctor in the
small hours of August 9 trig-
gering a nation-wide, nay
world-wide protest.
“Though we managed to get
some assurance of fulfillment
of some of our demands --- of
which we will still have to wait
for the directive to come from
the Government --- the body
language of the State
Government was not positive,”
Debashis Haldar one of the agi-
tating doctors said adding
“though the common people
supported the doctors’ cause
whole-heartedly the powers

that be still were not ready to
listen to us when we were rais-
ing issues on the corrupt offi-
cials and elements who have
been under the CBI scanner
and who have been perpetrat-
ing a threat and extortion syn-
dicate in most of the
Government medical colleges
all these years.”
Doctor Aniket Mahato one of
the protesting doctors who
had heated verbal arguments
with Banerjee on the issue of
getting 59 junior doctors and
students of RGKMCH expelled
said, “Chief Minister was
rebuking our Principal for tak-
ing action … she was scolding
him for expelling the criminal
elements who had perpetrated
a regime of sexual exploitation,

extortion and examination
malpractices besides other kind
of corrupt activities in con-
nivance with the former
Princial Sandip Ghosh.” 
Seemingly the first person on
camera match the Chief
Minister word-by-word and
decibel-by-decibel in the past
13 years of the Trinamool
Congress rule he continued,
Mahato said, “we would not
take such insult of our teach-
ers in front of us … when we
told her that the expulsion
was done by an empowered
committee in consequence of
deposition by victims and wit-
nesses she refused to take our
argument and warned all the
Principals against taking such
action in the future … she said

in such cases the permission of
the State Government would be
necessary … does this mean
that the Government has taken
no lesson from the RG Kar rape
and murder case which is fall-
out of the existing corrupt cul-
ture … does this mean that the
Government is siding with the
hardened criminals … Was
this meeting held for setting the
system right or sending a mes-
sage to the criminals that they
would once again get license to
perpetrate crimes.” 
Another doctor said, “when
we were raising the issue
which was being live-streamed
the Chief Minister seemed
more worried about her
Government’s getting bad
name in Delhi than she was
concerned about the limping
health infrastructure of the
State marred by corruption
and threat culture perpetrat-
ed by some students, doctors
and officials who have been
drinking from the cup of
power.”
Meanwhile, the doctors who
called off the Tuesday’s gener-
al medical strike sector too said
that their movement would
continue in days to come via
different ways “which will be
decided following future meet-
ings.” 

Doctors slam Didi Government
for ‘sympathy’ to health mafia SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

The Bengal Opposition has
advised Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee to “first
mind her own business” by
putting a lid on the “rampant
corruption in the State Health
Department of which she hap-
pens to be the minister in-
charge before lecturing Centre
after the former shot off a let-
ter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to roll-back in
the hiked price of eight life
saving drugs.
“I urge upon your kind office
to issue directions to the con-
cerned ministry to immedi-
ately reconsider the decision
on the price escalation in the
overall interest of the health
and wellbeing of the common
people,” the Chief Minister
wrote to the Prime Minister
saying “the welfare of the cit-
izens” should “of paramount
importance” for the
Government. 
“Perhaps, our aim ought to be
preserving a balanced
approach that respects both
commercial viability and the
citizen's right to affordable
healthcare. The welfare of the
citizens is of paramount
importance, and all the stake-
holders must align the policies
to reflect this commitment.
Looking forward to your
urgent and kind considera-
tion,” the two-page letter said.

Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari promptly
hit back saying the Chief
Minister should first mid her
own business before lecturing
the Centre. “The entire
Government departments in
have rotted … the Health and
Education sector are brim-
ming with corruption … and
her own party men are the
main pivot of that corruption
raj which is why the junior
doctors and the people in
general have descended on
the streets today … she has no
right to write sermons before
cleaning her own backyard,”
the BJP leader said. 
A 50 percent hike in price of
eight essential drugs was ear-
lier green-signaled by the
National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA) a
government-controlled agency
responsible for availability of
essential drugs at affordable
price.
When asked whether the
Trinamool Congress would
use the price hike issue in the
November 13 Assembly elec-
tions to six seats, senior party
leader Kunal Ghosh said that
the people were smart con-
scious enough to differentiate
between a friend a foe and a
pseudo friend apparently indi-
cating the Trinmaool
Congress, BJP and the Left
adding, his party would raise
the issue in public.

Mamata asks PM 
to reduce drug prices 

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

Tej Pratap Yadav, the former
MP known for his simple

public persona, has a pen-
chant for gold jewelry in his
private life. Currently contest-
ing from the Karhal con-
stituency, Yadav owns more
than 2.4 kilograms of gold
ornaments, significantly more
than his wife, Rajlakshmi. Both
Tej Pratap and Rajlakshmi are
millionaires.
On Monday, Tej Pratap Yadav
filed his nomination as the
Samajwadi Party (SP) candi-
date from Karhal. In the affi-
davit submitted with his nom-
ination papers, he disclosed
details of his assets.
According to the document, Tej
Pratap Yadav owns movable
and immovable assets worth Rs
10.25 crore, while Rajlakshmi’s

assets are valued at Rs 2.33
crore. Besides his wealth, Tej
Pratap also surpasses his wife
in gold ownership, possessing
2.410 kilograms of gold orna-
ments compared to
Rajlakshmi's 240 grams.
Additionally, Tej Pratap Yadav
owns two luxury vehicles—a
five-year-old Jeep Camper
worth around Rs 15 lakh and
a two-year-old car valued at
about Rs 35 lakh. Rajlakshmi,
however, does not own any
cars.
Tej Pratap Yadav first entered
the electoral fray in 2014, con-
testing the Lok Sabha by-elec-
tion from the Mainpuri seat.
Now, a decade later, he is run-
ning in the assembly by-elec-
tion from Karhal. During this
period, his assets have more
than doubled, increasing from
Rs 4.29 crore in 2014 to Rs
10.27 crore by 2024.

Tej Pratap owns 2.4 kg
gold and assets 
worth over Rs 10 crore 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
GANDHINAGAR

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday stressed

the need for clarity in laws, stat-
ing that judiciary can intervene
only when people responsible
for drafting legislations leave
"grey areas". He was addressing
the Gujarat Legislative Assembly
here as part of a day-long
'Legislative Drafting Training
Workshop' organised for the
officials of the Assembly
Secretariat. 
"I know that whatever I am
going to speak will create a con-
troversy, but I want to tell you
that the judiciary will intervene
only when you leave any grey
area in drafting the legislation.
More clarity in the legislation,
less the intervention of courts,"
Shah said in his address to the
House, where MLAs, MPs as
well as former legislators and
Speakers were present. 
Citing the Modi government's
move of abrogating Article 370,
he said, "When the Article was
drafted, it was clearly written
that it is a temporary provision
of the Constitution which can
be removed through an amend-
ment that can be passed
through a simple majority in
Parliament." "Now, if it was
written that it is a constitution-
al provision instead of a tem-
porary one, then we would
have required a two-thirds of
majority during voting instead
of a simple majority. Thus,
more clarity leads to less judi-
cial intervention," the minister
added. 
In August 2019, the Centre
revoked the special status grant-
ed under Article 370 of the
Constitution to Jammu and
Kashmir. The Supreme Court
later also upheld its abrogation
stating that it was a temporary
provision. Shah claimed that
"bad drafting" of legislations is
the main reason why the dif-
ference between legislature,
executive and judiciary is getting
blurred today. 
"Our Constitution is very clear
about the roles of legislature,
executive and judiciary. It says
that the government will for-
mulate policies and the legisla-
ture will pass laws as per those
policies. Judiciary will define the

laws and the executive will
implement them. But lines are
blurred today between these
three because of bad drafting of
legislations," he said. 
The "art of drafting legislation"
is slowly getting extinct, he
said, and opined that every leg-
islative assembly should conduct
such workshops for its staff to
enhance their drafting skill. He
also stressed that officials
involved in this process should
be given guidance on what to
include in the Act and what pro-
visions should become part of
the rules of that act. Shah said
India's Constitution, drafted
and edited under Dr B R
Ambedkar, is the most ideal
example in the entire world on
legislative drafting. 
"At that time, there were 72 bar-
risters who were part of the con-
stituent assembly...Nearly 14
per cent of their time was spent
on discussing fundamental
rights. After such intense dis-
cussions, our Constitution was
prepared. And today, some
NGOs give us advice on the
issue of fundamental rights," he
said. The senior BJP leader said
national and international per-
spectives should be kept in
mind while drafting any act and
common man should be able to
understand its language also. 
Giving an example, Shah said
the three new criminal laws -
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) -
have been prepared keeping in
mind Indian perspective as
directed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. These three
new laws replaced the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC)
and the Indian Evidence Act, all
of which came into existence
during the British era, he said.

Amit Shah stresses on
need for clarity in laws BISWAJEET BANERJEE n

LUCKNOW

The Congress party has
shown reluctance in con-

testing the upcoming Uttar
Pradesh by-elections after
being offered just two seats by
its INDIA bloc ally, the
Samajwadi Party (SP). This
hesitation stems from internal
divisions and concerns that a
poor performance could
undermine the party's bar-
gaining power in the 2027
assembly elections.
Some Congress leaders argue
against accepting SP's offer to
contest two seats—Ghaziabad
and Khair—which are con-
sidered strongholds of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
They believe that a loss in
these constituencies could

weaken the party's position
when negotiating seat-sharing
arrangements for the 2027
elections.
"This is  why the state
Congress leadership is hesi-
tant to fully commit to the
alliance with the Samajwadi
Party for the by-polls," a
senior party leader revealed.
Initially, Congress sought five
of the 10 seats up for grabs in
the by-elections. However, SP
has nominated its candidates
in seven constituencies, leav-
ing Ghaziabad and Khair for
Congress. These seats are
seen as difficult for Congress
to win, leading to internal
debates over whether to par-
ticipate at all.
Sources indicate that
Congress fears a poor show-
ing in these by-elections could

limit its leverage when nego-
tiating seat distribution for
the 2027 assembly elections.
If the party fails to perform,
it may be left with little choice
but to accept whatever seats
SP allocates in the future,

weakening its negotiating
stance.
Ajay Rai, the Uttar Pradesh
Congress president, addressed
the concerns, stating, "We
haven't refused to contest the
by-elections, but two seats are

not enough. The state leader-
ship has communicated the
reality to the party's top brass.
Defeating the BJP is crucial,
and we are willing to make
sacrifices if necessary."
Within Congress, a faction
opposes participating in the
by-elections unless the party
secures a more favorable seat
allocation. 
These leaders worry that
accepting an unfavorable
arrangement could set a
precedent, making it difficult
for Congress to demand a bet-
ter deal in future elections.
Political analysts see Congress
in a delicate position as it
attempts to regain influence
in Uttar Pradesh. 
The 2027 assembly elections
are viewed as a crucial oppor-
tunity for the party's resur-

gence. 
However, a break with the SP
could allow the latter to cast
Congress as a spoiler within
the anti-BJP alliance, damag-
ing its credibility among vot-
ers.
The Samajwadi Party is also
wary of openly rejecting the
alliance, as a future BJP vic-
tory could prompt Congress
to blame SP for any setbacks.
Both parties remain in a
strategic limbo, with the final
decision on their alliance's
direction resting with the
central leadership.
“The upcoming by-elections
are expected to play a decisive
role in shaping the future of
the Congress-SP alliance, with
potential implications for
their strategies heading into
the 2027 assembly elections.

After offered two seats; Congress wary to contest UP by-polls

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

Atragic incident unfolded in
the Ashapuri Colony of

Bulandshahr, where a two-
storey house collapsed follow-
ing a massive oxygen cylinder
explosion, resulting in the
death of six family members
and leaving three others criti-
cally injured.
Emergency personnel, along
with local residents, carried
out relief and rescue opera-
tions throughout the night,
working to save 17 individu-
als trapped under the debris.
The accident occurred late on
Monday night,  sending
shockwaves through the
neighborhood.
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Shlok Kumar con-
firmed the fatalities, stating,
"Six people lost their lives in
the accident. How the incident
occurred will be determined
after an investigation. Those
trapped under the debris have
been rescued."
According to sources, the
explosion happened while oxy-
gen was being administered to
Rukhsana, the wife of
Riyazuddin, a shuttering work-
er. Rukhsana had recently been

discharged from a private hos-
pital after experiencing breath-
ing issues but started having
difficulties again upon return-
ing home. During the setup of
an oxygen cylinder for her, it
suddenly exploded, causing
the house to collapse.
The impact of the explosion
buried 26 members of
Riyazuddin's extended family
under the rubble, including his
sons, daughters, daughters-in-
law, and grandchildren.
Among those who lost their
lives were Riyazuddin, his wife
Rukhsana, their sons Siraj and
Shahrukh, and their daughter
Tamanna.
Rescue efforts involved fire
brigade units, the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF), and
local volunteers. By late night,

17 individuals were rescued,
while seven others sustained
injuries. One remains in crit-
ical condition and is current-
ly undergoing treatment at a
nearby hospital.
The explosion's deafening
noise sent panic through the
neighborhood, with many
residents initially mistaking it
for an earthquake or a bomb
blast. Rashid, a resident of the
Ashapuri Colony, described
the sound as "deafening, as if
a bomb had been dropped."
Smoke filled the area, adding
to the fear and confusion.
Realizing the house had col-
lapsed, neighbors rushed to the
scene, using their hands and
makeshift tools to dig through
the rubble and reach those
trapped underneath. 

Cylinder explosion in Bulandshahr
leads to house collapse; six dead
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India and Singapore on
Tuesday agreed to further

step up defence cooperation
including industry collabora-
tion in niche domains during
the sixth India-Singapore
Defence Ministerial Dialogue
here. 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Minister of
Defence of Singapore Ng Eng
Hen co-chaired the Dialogue.
Both Ministers acknowledged
the deep and long-standing
bilateral defence relations
based on shared outlook on
regional peace, stability and

security.
This meeting assumes signif-
icance in the backdrop of
India marking a decade of its
Act East policy, in which
Singapore has played a key
role in promoting economic
cooperation & cultural ties,
and developing strategic con-
nectivity with countries in the
region.
Both Ministers expressed sat-
isfaction at the growing
defence cooperation between
the two countries. 
There have been regular
engagements between the
Armed Forces of the two
countries in recent years.
As 2025 marks 60 years of

establishment of diplomatic
relations between India and
Singapore, both Ministers
agreed to further step up
defence cooperation and
agreed to achieve new feats.
They also agreed to extend
bilateral agreement on Joint
Military Training Army for
the next five years.
Recognising that both nations
are natural partners for com-
mencing co-development and
co-production of defence
equipment, both sides agreed
to enhance industry cooper-
ation, including exploring
collaboration in niche
domains such as automation
and Artificial Intelligence.

The two Ministers also decid-
ed to take forward the coop-
eration in emerging areas like
cyber security.
Rajnath thanked Ng Eng Hen
for Singapore’s support as
country coordinator for India
in ASEAN Defence Ministers'
Meeting - Plus from 2021 to
2024. 
The Defence Minister of
Singapore acknowledged that
India is a strategic voice for
Asia’s peace and stability.
The bilateral relationship was
recently elevated to
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership during the visit of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Singapore.

India, Singapore agree to further step up defence cooperation
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Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankar on Tuesday

emphasised the urgent need for
a supportive framework that
allows artists to flourish free
from financial insecurity. He
highlighted the importance of
recognizing and uplifting those
dedicated to dance and music
who are currently facing hard-
ships.
“We must handhold them and
reignite their passion,” he said
at the Concluding Ceremony of
the International Festival on
Indian Dance held here organ-
ised by the Sangeet Natak
Akademi in collaboration with
the Ministry of Culture and the
Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR).
Dhankar acknowledged the
critical role of fiscal assistance,
noting that many artists
become so immersed in their
craft that they overlook their
financial needs.
He assured that the Union
Culture Ministry would estab-
lish a mechanism to unite all
stakeholders in the arts, pro-
moting collaboration to create
a nurturing ecosystem where
artists feel secure and sup-

ported. This initiative aims to
uncover and celebrate the
immense talent found in vil-
lages and smaller cities, foster-
ing a vibrant cultural landscape.
The Vice President also
expressed concern about the
lack of inclusivity across vari-
ous sectors. 
He asserted that India has
become a global beacon of
inclusive growth, benefiting
from good governance and
affirmative policies that uplift
the most vulnerable and mar-
ginalized. “This has instilled a
sense of hope and possibility in
our nation, a sentiment that
was absent just a few years ago,”
he noted.
In a world rife with conflicts
and challenges, Dhankar point-

ed to the unifying power of
dance and music. “These art
forms transcend cultural bar-
riers and offer a ray of light
amidst turmoil,” he remarked.
He called for collective action
to engage the youth in Indian
dance and music, emphasizing
that such involvement can help
divert them from detrimental
habits like drug use. By partic-
ipating in the arts, whether as
performers or spectators,
young people can foster posi-
tivity and a sense of community
well-being, he added.
Dhankar urged a collaborative
effort to promote Indian cul-
tural heritage, ensuring that the
richness of our artistic tradi-
tions resonates widely and pos-
itively impacts society.

VP Dhankhar emphasises on need
of supportive framework for artists
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday permitted activist

Teesta Setalvad to travel
between November 14 and
November 24 to attend the
International Documentary
Film Festival in Amsterdam.
Setalvad had received an invi-
tation from the organisers to
attend the festival in her
capacity as producer of the
documentary f i lm Cycle
Mahesh. A bench of Justices
B R Gavai  and K V

Viswanathan allowed the plea
filed by Setalvad. 
The apex court had in July,
2023, granted her regular bail
in a case of alleged fabrication
of documents to frame inno-
cent people in the 2002 post-
Godhra riot cases. During
the hearing on Tuesday,
senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for Setalvad, said
she had filed an application
seeking permission to travel
abroad as the apex court had
in July, 2023, directed for her
passport to be in the custody
of the sessions court. 

SC permits Setalvad 
to travel to Amsterdam



Much to the contrary
of the popular belief
about happiness

being commensurate with
the degree of material success,
my late father asserted that the
key to happiness lies in con-
tentment. Both views have
their share of advocates, the
former often relying on vali-
dation from outside, and the
latter, a more philosophical
contention anchored in an
irrevocable sense of self-assur-
ance. 
The philosophy of content-
ment is a long shot for many
of us embroiled in making it
materialistically big, and we
tend to seek a lot of external
validation to determine our
core worth. Maybe, the
philosophies are based on
two entirely different life prin-
ciples and the value of neither
can be dismissed. Success
has its sweet trimmings and
contentment has its merit,
and both may be equally
coveted. 
What distinguishes one from
the other is the element of
endorsement we crave for
our endeavours. Even the
most self-assured person
looks for acceptance and
recognition, and there is no
shame in it. Validation from

others is indeed required for
us to stay on course, not sim-
ply for the ego boost it brings
but also for the motivation it
gives us to strive and march
forward in making a mark in
the world. The more saga-
cious ones among us may,
however, hold a different
view. I have heard several sug-
gestions that we should not
seek approval from others and
instead rely solely on our
inner convictions. 
While this notion seems
noble, it underestimates a
fundamental human need—
to feel seen, heard, and
acknowledged by those
around us. 
To deny the significance of
external validation is to ignore
an essential part of the human
experience. Whether we
realise it or not, the approval
we seek from others has a

profound impact on our self-
perception and our efforts to
succeed. 
When someone validates our
work, it serves as a confirma-
tion that we are on the right
track. It is a form of recogni-
tion that can affirm our abil-
ities, encourage us to push
further, and give us the con-
fidence to take risks that we
might otherwise avoid.
Take, for instance, the world
of creative endeavours.
Writers, artists, musicians—
those of us in professions
where the outcomes are sub-
jective—often look to their
audiences for validation. It’s
not just about ego or pride.
When someone appreciates a
piece of art or writing, it sig-
nals to the creator that their
expression has resonated with
others, creating a connec-
tion. 
It is this recognition that
gives an artist the courage to
continue crafting, to
improve, and to share their
innermost thoughts with the
world. Without that valida-
tion, their passion might
wither in isolation. In profes-
sional contexts, validation
can often come in the form
of promotions, awards, or
even just a simple “well

done.” These acknowledge-
ments are crucial motivators. 
They tell us that our efforts
matter, that our contribu-
tions are recognised, and
that we are moving in the
right direction. While self-
belief is vital, external
acknowledgement adds
weight to that belief, making
it more tangible. It confirms
that our skills and efforts are
seen as valuable by others,
which can propel us toward
even greater heights.
Furthermore, seeking valida-
tion is not just about person-
al gain—it also creates a
cycle of mutual encourage-
ment. 
When we validate others, we
lift them, creating a support-
ive environment where
everyone’s contributions are
acknowledged. 
It doesn’t just boost their
morale; it strengthens their
commitment to the work
they’re doing. Of course, we
must also be wary of relying
solely on external validation.
The danger lies in over-
dependence, where we begin
to measure our worth only
by what others say. 

(The author is a columnist
and writing coach based in
Dubai;Views are personal)

As the Air Quality Index (AQI) stood at 312 on October 21, 2024, the Commission
for Air Quality Management (CAQM) announced the activation of Stage 2 of the
Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) in Delhi-NCR, which came into effect from

October 22. The city is bracing for several days of toxic air, with forecasts indicating
that the AQI will remain in the ‘Very Poor’ range due to unfavourable climatic and mete-
orological conditions, such as calm winds and stagnant air. Over the years, Delhi has
consistently struggled with air quality issues, particularly during the winter months when
pollution levels spike to alarming levels. The problem intensifies due to a combination
of factors including the burning of crop stubble in neighbouring states, construction dust,
vehicular emissions and industrial activities. In previous years, the city witnessed severe
smog days that not only disrupted daily life but also had long-lasting effects on public
health. Efforts to curb pollution have included initiatives such as the implementation of

the GRAP, which consists of a set of emergency mea-
sures that are triggered based on the severity of air
quality. These measures have previously helped pre-
vent air quality from worsening further, but the results
have been mixed. While temporary improvements have
been achieved, long-term solutions remain elusive. The
annual nature of the problem indicates that past mea-
sures, though helpful, have not addressed the root caus-
es effectively.
A significant contributor to Delhi’s poor air quality is
the burning of crop residue in neighbouring states like
Punjab and Haryana. Despite bans and incentives for
alternative disposal methods, stubble burning remains

a widespread practice due to economic and logistical challenges faced by farmers. Besides
this vehicular emission and construction activities adds to the pollution. With the invo-
cation of GRAP Stage 2, a range of measures will be implemented to tackle the esca-
lating pollution levels: To reduce dust on roads, mechanical sweeping and water sprin-
kling will be conducted daily on identified roads. Besides, strict enforcement of dust con-
trol measures at construction and demolition sites will be carried out.The use of diesel
generator sets will be discouraged, except for essential services. These actions will sup-
plement the Stage 1 measures that have been in place since October 15, which include
banning garbage burning, banning coal and firewood usage in hotels and restaurants,
and imposing restrictions on brick kilns. Indeed, the ‘Very Poor’ air quality has serious
implications for the health and wellbeing of Delhi’s residents. While GRAP provides a
framework for emergency measures, long-term strategies are needed to bring about
lasting improvements in air quality.  Without a comprehensive approach that combines
policy interventions, technological innovations, and behavioural changes, the cycle of
pollution will continue to haunt the city each year. Till that happens, Delhiites will have
yet another season to breathe the polluted air.

Breathless in Delhi

opposite and talking about bringing the
opposite policy to his state. He wants to
encourage those who have more children
and is planning to punish those who have
fewer. He said that the increasing average
age of people in the state is becoming a
matter of concern. Families should have
at least two or more children. In the com-
ing times, only those who have two or
more children will be able to contest local
body elections. 
The state government will soon make a law
for this. Naidu further said that there are
many districts in Andhra Pradesh where
only elderly people are left in the villages.
The fertility rate is continuously falling in
the southern states. While the average fer-
tility rate in the country is 2.1, this figure
has fallen to 1.6 in the southern states. Is
India really getting old? The young pop-
ulation is decreasing. According to the
Centre’s Youth in India-2022 report, by
2036, only 34.55 crore of the population
of the country will be young, which is
more than 47 per cent right now.
Currently, 25 crore youth in the country
are between 15 and 25 years of age. In the

next 15 years, it will fall even faster. 
Jang Bahadur Singh  | Jamshedpur

IMMIGRANTS FACE UNCERTAINTY 
Madam — The escalating diplomatic row
between India and Canada will have the
more than 4 lakh Indian students study-
ing in Canada worried and concerned
about their future. Many have sold every-
thing they owned in India to study in
Canada, which is seen as a gateway to a bet-
ter future. The 20 lakh Indians will won-
der what their future is going to be. 
The first thing the government needs to do
is reassure the immigrants that their inter-
ests will be protected by the government
of India. The Indian media too should stop
bashing Justin Trudeau the way they have
been doing. India needs also to be worried
that other nations like America, the UK,
Australia and New Zealand have come out
in support of Canada over the plot to assas-
sinate Canadian citizens on its soil.

Anthony Henriques | Mumbai

MAHAYUTI GAINS EDGE
Madam —This refers to the news report,
‘BJP releases 99-strong candidate list’
(October 21). On one hand, alliance part-
ners of Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) are
still struggling to finalise the seat-shar-
ing formula for Maharasthra Assembly
polls, the BJP has announced candidates
for the majority of seats in its share. The
MVA dealt a deadly blow to the Mahayuti
by winning 29 out of 48 Lok Sabha polls.
But, in the last 4 months, political equa-
tions have drastically changed in the state,
which may help the ruling dispensation,
i.e. the BJP-led Mahayuti, which was just
1.52 per cent behind the MVA in terms
of Lok Sabha vote share. The Shinde gov-
ernment’s Ladki Bahini Yojana scheme
has been very popular among women
voters. 
The Congress which won 13 seats and
secured lead in 63 assembly segments in
Lok Sabha polls, appeared to lose
momentum after its poor performance in
recent Assembly polls in Haryana and J
and K. In addition, the Mahayuti has less
discord over the chief ministerial face in
the Assembly polls though it is going in
the polls without any CM face. But the
MVA is a divided house on CM face. The
Shiv Sena (UBT) wants projection of for-
mer CM and party chief Uddhav
Thackeray while Sharad Pawar is repeat-
edly hinting to support Jayant Patil as CM
face. Unexpected success in Lok Sabha
has also driven ambitions of the Congress
high for the CM post in case of the vic-
tory of the MVA. The Manoj Jarange fac-
tor is also unlikely to be as effective as in
Lok Sabha polls. 

Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

NAIDU’S BOLD MOVE
Madam — Andhra Pradesh CM
Chandrababu Naidu is a part of the far-
right government at the centre, which has
been demanding for more than 10 years
that ‘population control policies should be
implemented as soon as possible to con-
trol India’s population growth. But
Chandrababu Naidu is going exactly the
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People buy lanterns ahead of the Diwali festival, in Solapur PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Delhi’s air quality has once again plunged into the ‘Very Poor’ category,

marking the beginning of the dreaded annual pollution season

Trump had shockingly
claimed that fame had enabled
him to grope women! 
Then Vance had heeded to his
moral conscience as a practis-
ing Christian and lamented,
“Fellow Christians, everyone
is watching us when we apol-
ogize for this man. Lord help
us”. But all his conscience
came to nought at the altar of
political ambition as Vance
meekly retracted later, “I’ve
been very open that I did say
those critical things and I
regret them, and I regret being
wrong about the guy”. 
With that, everything was
supposedly forgotten, and
Vance now ‘presumably’ sees
Trump as a paragon of
Christian values, morality,
and dignity that America
needs for the future! 
Meanwhile, the elephant in the
room who says a lot by not
speaking at all is former Vice
President Mike Pence – once
the most devout and virtuous
of Christians who was earlier
the most loyal confidante of
Trump. Presumably, the die-
hard Republican had put up
with all of Trump’s crassness
in the silent hope that the
Republican Presidency would
set things right with conserv-
ative and far-right policies, as
any committed Republican
would have hoped. 
Much as he remained loyal to
the bitter end, Pence did final-

ly put fealty to the
Constitution above the unrea-
sonable demands of a man he
had once slavishly addressed
as ‘my President’, on the fate-
ful 6th January 2021. 
That Trump had showed his
true character by shrugging
his shoulders with a ‘so what’
refrain when told that Pence
was at physical risk with riot-
ers chanting ‘hang Mike
Pence’, is a footnote in the long
history of Trump’s unhinged,
amoral and reckless politics.
Importantly, Pence had held
his head, heart, and soul intact,
when he played a pivotal role
in saving America’s democra-
cy by confirming the electoral
process and result, to the utter
dismay of Trump. 
Pence was to later reflect
philosophically, “like the Bible
says, at some point, you’ve just
got to wipe the dust off your
feet and go your separate
ways”. In Trump’s golfing
world, the term ‘Mulligan’
(an extra stroke allowed after
a poor shot) is best applicable
to Pence’s tumultuous tenure,
unceremonious parting, and
subsequent redemption with
the Trump era. 
Today, the forgotten image of
Pence is reflective of the
conundrum that many com-
mitted Republicans face in
Trump’s candidature – he
refuses to support Trump
after “all that he has done” and

cannot bring himself to
endorse a partisan rival,
Kamala Harris, either. 
This lurking ambiguity in
Republican ranks (or amongst
the ‘undecided’) could tilt
things decisively in the forth-
coming cliffhanger of a
Presidential contest.
Meanwhile Trump’s view of
his former ‘wingman’ Pence is
as expected of a cribbing,
complaining and bitter man
who vaingloriously claims that
Pence lacked the ‘courage’
and ‘stamina’ in the ultimate
bidding.
Even Vance’s own mealy-
mouthed and almost forced
views on Trump’s “stolen man-
date” in the 2020 Presidential
elections are also, hardly con-
vincing. 
This is situationally reflective
of the ‘cultlike campaign’ of
Donald Trump that is hoping
to cross the bridge even if it
tramples on imperatives that
are constitutional, moral or
ideological/partisan, as in
Donald Trump’s world, if you
can cheat in Golf. 
You can surely cheat in life –
winning at any cost is only an
extension of the selfish and
deceitful spirit that represents
Donald Trump.
(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor

of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry; the

views expressed are personal)

Trump tries hard to
win the second term

American sportswriter
Rick Reilly wrote a
book called
Commander in
Cheat: How Golf

Explains Trump, to explain
Donald Trump’s incorrigible
ways. He alludes to Trump’s self-
claimed prowess in Golf and his
purported handicap of 2.8 by a
fawning Golf Digest by saying, “If
Trump is a 2.8, Queen Elizabeth
is a pole vaulter.”
However, perhaps the most
damning reality check for Trump
is the fact that both his ‘wingman’
(former and current) i.e., Vice
President Mike Pence and his
current running mate, JD Vance,
would have the maximum access
to Trump and know him as a per-
son, have been critical – even if
expediency forces Vance to con-
veniently renege from his earli-
er views and for Pence says a lot
with his deafening silence and
refusal to endorse his former
boss’s candidature. 
For all his matching vitriol, boor-
ishness (remember, ‘childless cat
ladies’) and Oorah-style brouha-
ha as a former Marine, JD Vance
was once stoutly anti-Trump.
Vance had once declared himself
as a ‘never-Trump guy’ and called
Trump ‘reprehensible’ and an
‘idiot’. Vance then had the clari-
ty to articulate the reason for his
non-support of Trump by insist-
ing, “The reason, ultimately, that
I am not…is because I think that
(Trump) is the most raw expres-
sion of a massive finger pointed
at other people.” 
In the 2016  US Presidential elec-
tions, Vance had rationalised
Trump’s authoritarian, illiberal
and intolerant ways by slamming,
“back and forth between think-
ing Trump is a cynical a-hole like
Nixon who wouldn’t be that bad
(and might even prove useful) or
that he’s America’s Hitler”! For all
his matching vitriol, boorishness
(remember, ‘childless cat ladies’)
and Oorah-style brouhaha as a
former Marine, JD Vance was
once stoutly anti-Trump.
Vance had once declared himself
as a ‘never-Trump guy’ and called
Trump ‘reprehensible’ and an
‘idiot’. He was quick to ‘take
down’ uncomfortable views that
he had expressed about Trump
like the one he had put about the
‘Access Hollywood’ tape where

Yamuna pollution on the rise

TODAY, THE
FORGOTTEN IMAGE

OF PENCE IS
REFLECTIVE OF THE
CONUNDRUM THAT
MANY COMMITTED

REPUBLICANS FACE
IN TRUMP’S

CANDIDATURE – HE
REFUSES TO

SUPPORT TRUMP
AFTER “ALL THAT HE

HAS DONE” AND
CANNOT BRING

HIMSELF TO
ENDORSE A

PARTISAN RIVAL,
KAMALA HARRIS,

EITHER

Seeking validation: A necessity

more than an add-on to our vanity

The current condition of the
Yamuna River has been raising
concerns for the past few days as

the festive season arrives. The river is
covered with a very thick layer of
froth. The froth can cause major health
problems, which can affect both human

health and wildlife in the areas sur-
rounding the river Yamuna. Now, as we
see, pollution levels have reached an
alarming stage. Instantaneous steps
should be taken in order to address the
issue as soon as possible. 
According to experts, the froth contains
high levels of ammonia and phos-
phates, which can lead to respiratory
and skin disorders. Recently, the
Environment Minister, Gopal Rai, men-
tioned that a few days ago, the officials
were instructed to recognise the region-
al sources of pollution. 13 hotspots have
been chosen for this purpose, where the
main local source of pollution will be
identified, which was causing the area’s
pollution levels to rise significantly
above Delhi’s AQI.

Neha Tomar | Ujjain

BHOPINDER SINGH

ASHA IYER KUMAR

Though contentment offers a deep sense of inner peace,
validation serves as a crucial motivator

The traits Trump exhibits on the golf course serve as a metaphor for his
approach to life and politics: a willingness to bend the rules and win at any cost
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INDIA IS POISED
TO PROVIDE

QUALITY
EDUCATION TO

EVERYONE WITH
THE NECESSARY

SKILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE TO

THRIVE IN THE
21ST CENTURY.

THE MOTTO HAS
BEEN TO PROVIDE

“EQUITABLE AND
INCLUSIVE

EDUCATION” TO
ENSURE THAT NO

CHILD SHOULD
BE DENIED

QUALITY
EDUCATION

BECAUSE OF
THEIR SOCIO-

CULTURAL
BACKGROUND

All of us, whether we like it or not, have to compete from the time
we are born until the time we die. Though most of us indulge in
healthy competition all the time, nevertheless, one thing common

to all kinds of competitions is the underlying desire to win a victory for
the self or to defeat others. While competing, a person brings out their
skill, ability, art, acumen, or talent to show that they are superior, stronger,
better, more powerful, more skilful, more learned, or more competent
than others. It is this habit of making comparisons with others that cre-
ates the competition background. 
That is why we always see this subtle desire in people who are win-
ners, to hear some words of praise about themselves or their perfor-
mance. To fulfil this ultimate objective of massaging their egos, one does
not care if the other person feels disappointed, depressed, defeated and
even humiliated, ridiculed, or booed. This drive to be recognised as “bet-
ter” than others sometimes overshadows the simple joy of participat-
ing or improving oneself. To understand this kind of behaviour, one needs
to understand human psychology  because the roots of comparison and
competition have been sown into our minds since our childhood days. 
From school grades to sibling rivalries, we are conditioned early to pit
our success against others’ failures. Hence, they become more rigid with
time. We need to understand that the core objective behind the compe-
tition is not simply the desire to win, but it is intertwined with the motive
of laying aside the softer and nobler sentiments of cooperation, kind-
ness, and gentleness, even if only for a while. In competition, one puts
all energies and talents into bogging down or defeating another person,
leaving them behind in the race while making a forward thrust to reach

the goal before anyone else. As the famous philosopher Schopenhauer
said, “The world is a battle of will and intellect.” But in this battle, one
often loses sight of empathy and connectedness, which are essential
for human growth. 
It may also put a limit on one’s spirit of giving, helping, cooperating and
sacrificing. Remember! Anything small and insignificant in the beginning
has the potential to grow and become big. Hence, we must not forget
that even though a spark or flame of fire may be small to start with, it
can reduce a big apartment with valuables to ashes if it grows into a
big fire. Thus, we should be careful and vigilant, because if the whole
society catches this contagion or infection of selfishness or rivalry, it
may spoil the charm of life and the atmosphere in society. Some peo-
ple link competition to motivation and developing an attitude toward high
performance. But they fail to understand that this evil trait to defeat oth-
ers, which may look like a harmless thing initially, may eventually devel-
op into a spirit of revenge, feelings of hatred or enmity, bitter jealousy,
confrontation, hostile attitudes and ugly outbursts. These effects are not
limited to the individuals involved but spill over into communities, organ-
isations and even nations. Look at global politics or corporate board-
rooms, and you will see this principle at play on a massive scale. Hence,
it all depends upon the emotional maturity of a person whether or not
he or she is affected. Because this seed of evil, as it grows, takes the
form of a big tree with many branches; so, too, does selfishness or the
spirit to downgrade others to gain ascendance for the self. It may pro-
liferate into many evils or obnoxious habits. Hence, one must try to cur-
tail selfishness and give up the ambition of winning by vengeance for
the applause and praise of the self. Remember! The only competition
that should matter to us is the one that takes place within ourselves.
Hence, it is better to defeat one’s inner demons first and become vic-
torious from within to be an example for others to follow.

(The writer is a spiritual educator & popular columnist; 
views are personal)
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The Government of India
provides free food grains
to more than 81 crore

beneficiaries under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana (PMGKAY)
making it the largest food
security programme in the
world. This vast operation—
from sourcing food grains
from farmers to delivering
them to ration cardholders—
relies on a complex, decades-
old supply chain. The Food
Corporation of India (FCI),
state procurement agencies,
millers, transporters, ware-
houses, and Fair Price Shops
(FPS) all play a critical role in
this network. However, its
design has historically been
shaped by administrative con-
venience more than scientific
optimisation. Supply routes
were planned manually by

state officials, a process prone
to sub-optimality, bias and
human error. In October 2021,
the Prime Minister launched
the PM GatiShakti Master
Plan aiming to enhance mul-
timodal connectivity and opti-
mise logistics across the coun-
try. 
One of its key pillars,
“Optimisation,” envisions
selecting the most efficient
routes for transporting goods,

thereby saving time and reduc-
ing costs. In line with this
vision, the Department of
Food and Public Distribution
(DFPD) launched a national
route optimisation exercise in
March 2023, in partnership
with the World Food
Programme (UNWFP) and
the Foundation for Innovation
and Technology Transfer
(FITT) from IIT Delhi. 
This exercise, targeting the
annual transportation of 6.8
crore metric tons of food
grains through the PDS, marks
a transformative step towards
building a more efficient and
cost-effective food supply
chain. The process was com-
prehensive: geo-locations of
warehouses and FPS, along
with their capacities and road
distances, were collected from
each state. Using this data, cus-

tom algorithms were devel-
oped for each state to deter-
mine the most optimal supply
chain routes. More than 50
physical workshops were held
by DFPD and FITT officials to
guide states in data collection
and demonstrate the benefits
of route optimisation. 
These optimised routes were
then validated on the ground
to ensure they accounted for
local conditions, and a state-
specific intra-state optimisa-
tion tool was developed to
allow for adjustments in the
supply chain – such as adding
or modifying entities like ware-
houses or FPSs. For instance,
Bihar developed an annual
movement plan based on its
PDS requirements, food grain
volume, and monthly trans-
port routes. The customised
algorithm factored in different

possibilities of local procure-
ment within the state and the
grain required to be sourced
from the FCI. This gave the
state a clear view of its yearly
logistics, allowing for cost-
saving adjustments. By choos-
ing the optimal option, Bihar
reduced transport distances by
19 per cent, saving over Rs 3.09
crore per month. Similarly,
Mizoram optimised its routes
by eliminating unnecessary
transfers of food grains

between warehouses, achiev-
ing a 50 per cent reduction in
distance and saving an estimat-
ed Rs 1.27 crore monthly. A
significant milestone in this
effort was the integration of the
route optimisation tool with
the GatiShakti platform, which
now houses geo-locations of
FPSs and warehouses across all
states. 
This integration enables the
platform to generate the short-
est possible motorable routes
from FCI godowns to state
godowns, and further from
state godowns to FPSs. 
The platform also allows real-
time route re-optimisation
based on updated infrastructure
data (such as new roads) from
other ministries. Since March
2023, route optimisation assess-
ments have been completed for
30 out of 31 states, with intra-

state route optimisation tools
developed for 15 states so far.
Early results from 12 states
show tremendous promise, with
transportation costs reduced
by an estimated Rs 112 crore
annually. Once fully imple-
mented across all states, savings
could exceed? 250 crore per
year. This initiative is not only
an economic win but also an
environmental one. Global food
miles—representing the dis-
tance food travels from produc-
tion to consumption—account
for nearly one-fifth of total
food system emissions.
Optimising India’s food distri-
bution routes can contribute sig-
nificantly to reducing CO2
emissions, aligning with the
country’s climate change com-
mitments under the Paris
Agreement and its Conference
of Parties (COP) targets. The

reduction in fuel consumption
will also help conserve foreign
exchange reserves. Looking
ahead, DFPD is exploring the
possibility of earning carbon
credits under the Carbon Credit
Trading Scheme (CCTS), offer-
ing states an added incentive to
complete the route optimisation
process and earn tradable car-
bon credit certificates. This step
would not only strengthen
India’s commitment to a climate-
smart supply chain but also
potentially generate financial
benefits. In conclusion, The
integration of advanced tech-
nologies and data-driven tools
is setting the stage for a smarter
future in public distribution, one
that safeguards both our
resources and the planet.
(The writer is Secretary, Food &
Public Distribution, Govt of
India; views are personal)

Revolutionising India’s food security: Route optimisation cuts costs, carbon emissions

Constant comparison overshadows
cooperation, empathy and joy of life

RAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

GURMEET SINGH

While NEP promises radical changes through holistic learning and flexible
assessments, implementation challenges continue to hamper its progress

NEP 2020: A blueprint for

transformative education

develop an understanding of what
subjects to learn and what to pick
up eventually in higher classes
which has not been the case so far. 
A course used to be thrust upon
them. This very important facet
has been very appropriately
addressed in this.
Learn to Leave: Having decided
what course to take up for sec-
ondary and higher education, a
student used to be trapped forev-
er whether one liked the subject/
course or not. (In the older edu-
cation system for example if one
had opted for Physics or Sanskrit:
one was struck with that forever
whether one liked these subjects
or not) 
There was no way to move out
unless one gave up higher educa-
tion or started afresh. The other
difficulty was that due to some
odd circumstances if one had to
discontinue the education there
was no way to restart unless you
lose years/ time, but in this, one
could leave anytime or rejoin
anytime (Comes under Multi
entry/ Multi exit system).
In the present system if one
stayed away for a few years one
could not come back to education
in desired subjects but under
NEP-2020 one can restart anytime
one’s education by including the
credits earned before leaving.
Therefore, under the present NEP,
no one shall stay away or be
denied education because of cir-
cumstances. This was not the
case in the older system.
Education to empower: Under
this education is to give due ben-
efits to society by developing the
right kind of skill. For Example,
an electronic engineer is not able
to do even basic electrical repairs
or a mechanical engineer is not in
a position to rectify even a basic
fault. Integration of vocational
courses with regular ones to pro-
vide practical skills for employ-
ment, benefiting students with
diverse academic interests or lim-

ited access to traditional pathways
or linking them with one anoth-
er are some of the hallmarks of the
present system.
This is to develop the right syl-
labus to reduce disparities.
Emphasis in this is on equitable
access to quality education.
Essentially NEP 2020 shall be
attempting to reduce unwanted
syllabus for comprehensive under-
standing towards skill-based edu-
cation. 
Teach to transform: the teaching
in the older system was not of any
speciality. One acquires the right
skills through one’s efforts to be
useful to society. Under this, it
shall be essential to train teachers
and educational staff to deliver
child-centred education for job
placement, which shall be an
important feature so far lacking to
a large extent.
Challenges: One of the biggest
features of this has been the wide
choice of subjects that one could
take. Now this wide spectrum of
subjects will be possible to be
taken by students if there is a way
to keep a record of a student’s
movement and subjects taken. In
a Country like ours which has
more than 39K colleges, about
1000 Universities and 4.33 crores
students (Nearly 80 per cent are
in graduation and the remaining
20 per cent are from post-gradu-
ation classes), it shall be impossi-
ble to maintain a record of this
kind unless there is a mechanism
similar to computerised banking
arrangement which maintains all
types of record impeccably. For
this an Academic Bank of Credit
has been proposed where every
institution shall be registered to
enable a record of these move-
ments of students, subjects taken
and credits earned can be main-
tained like what is done in bank-
ing.
Biggest f law so far :
Unfortunately, to date, not even 50
per cent of Institutions have reg-

istered themselves in this (in
ABC) which is the real key to the
success of this policy. This is a way
to keep records of students’ sub-
jects, their movements and cred-
its earned. 
Sharing of resources: Under
NEP a wide umbrella of choice of
subject, record of early education,
movement from one institution to
another and credits cleared/
earned by a student shall be pos-
sible only if the resources are
shared by various institutions. 
It will be impossible for any par-
ticular college to offer all subjects
and to offer teaching in a variety
of courses unless there is a huge
staff to do this. It will be human-
ly impossible to achieve all this
unless sharing is done particular-
ly when online teaching has now
come in a big way in our univer-
sity system. 
Similarly, the resources for science
laboratories, libraries research
facilities as well  as
Entrepreneurship schemes can
be very effectively shared to make
the education truly inclusive as
per the aims of NEP 2020.
Therefore, in conclusion, this
policy shall succeed if: Every
institution registers with ABC
(Academic Bank of Credit)
Sharing of resources starts in a big
way in earnest in all areas like
teaching, especially in online
modes, libraries, Laboratories and
instrumental facilities; Open
schooling system for all without
any conditions and
Establishment of the Higher
Education Commission of India
immediately to monitor the reg-
istration of ABC etc. It shall not
become a roaring success unless
all agencies like MOE, UGC etc
take concerted efforts to bring
about a radical change.

(The writer is a Former Vice-
Chancellor of Pondicherry

University and Gandhigram
Rural Institute, Dindigul; views

are personal) 

NEP 2020 was founded on the
guiding principles of Access,
Equity,  Quality,
Affordability and
Accountability. This was

primarily to prepare the young ones to
face the diverse national & global chal-
lenges for the present & future. The
Policy aims to lead to a multi-discipli-
nary, holistic under-graduation syllabus,
create wider choices of combinations of
Subjects, Integration of Vocational
Education with regular Subjects and
multi-entry and multi-exit points with
regular appropriate certification at var-
ious stages. The aim is to ensure that no
child loses any opportunity to learn and
excel because of the circumstances of
birth, economy and/or background.
This should eventually lead to transfor-
mative changes which shall change the
lifeline of education in our country. The
emphasis is going to be on holistic edu-
cation, early childhood care, flexible
assessments, skill development, inte-
gration of technology, teacher training
and higher education reforms. These are
aimed at designing a learner-centric and
inclusive education for a future-ready
system:
By embracing these India is poised to
provide quality education to everyone
with the necessary skills and knowledge
to thrive in the 21st century. The
motto has been to provide “Equitable and
Inclusive Education” to ensure that no
child should be denied quality education
because of their socio-cultural back-
ground and 100 per cent GER is reached
by 2030. Looking at all the facts present-
ed alone, one gets a feeling that this is
going to be a real game changer in the
education system of our country but the
reality remains that it has not taken off
even after three years of its approval. The
major reason is that a majority do not
understand the spirit of this very mean-
ingful policy. If implemented in letter and
spirit then our country shall be compa-
rable to the best in the world in the field
of education. An in-depth analysis and
exploring what lies ahead; One can
divide this whole NEP-2020 into four
main capsules which this Policy envis-
ages:
Teaching in the mother tongue or spo-
ken language, Learn to leave, Teach to
Transform and Educate to Empower.
These highlighted Capsules shall com-
pletely sum up the entire NEP-2020,
which none has so far put appropriate-
ly and completely. Elaborating each one
of these shall drive home all the points:
Teaching in spoken language: The
importance of this cannot be under-
mined. Original thinking comes only in
the mother tongue (spoken languages)
and this advantage has never been given
to our students in any of our earlier poli-
cies. English has always been overempha-
sised and a wrong notion has been cre-
ated that English is knowledge whereas
the fact remains that it is just a language
and not knowledge. Knowledge can
always be acquired by knowing a lan-
guage. Our beginners have always been
worried about learning English rather
than developing an understanding of a
concept in their way, therefore majority
of the students are lost in this learning
of the English language rather than
focussing on the original thinking. This
has been given an appropriate weightage
under NEP. A student shall learn to

SANJEEV CHOPRA

With over 81 crore beneficiaries, the Govt is now leveraging advanced data-driven route optimisation tools as part of the PM GatiShakti master plan
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Two men plead guilty to murder 
of Air-India bombing suspect
PTI n OTTAWA

Two men accused of killing
Ripudaman Singh Malik, a

Sikh man acquitted in the trag-
ic 1985 Air India Kanishka ter-
rorist bombing case, have
pleaded guilty to second-degree
murder in a Canadian court,
according to media reports.
Tanner Fox and Jose Lopez
entered the pleas in the British
Columbia (BC) Supreme Court
on Monday on the eve of their
trial for the killing of 75-year-
old Malik, who was shot sever-
al times outside his family
business on the morning of July
14, 2022.
Malik was shot dead in Surrey,
British Columbia in 2022. He
and co-accused Ajaib Singh
Bagri were acquitted in 2005 of
mass murder and conspiracy
charges related to the two
bombings in 1985 that killed
331 people.
In the court in New
Westminster on Monday, both
Fox and Lopez pleaded guilty
to the lesser charge of second-
degree murder, the Global
News reported.
The court heard an agreed
statement of facts that revealed
the two men had been hired to
kill Malik, the report added.
“What we know from the
agreed statement of facts is that
there was some type of finan-
cial incentive that was involved
in the commission of this

crime, but in terms of any other
specifics, it is another one of
those situations where unfortu-
nately it is just something that
we as people on the outside will
probably never know,” Lopez’
lawyer Gloria Ng told Global
News.
“One of the things we certain-
ly have in the forefront of our
minds is the youth of our
client — Lopez is a very young
man and we are certainly hope-
ful with prospects for rehabil-
itation.”
In a statement, Malik’s family
described him as a “father,
brother, husband and grandfa-
ther as well as a tireless com-
munity leader,” the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation
reported on Monday.
“While we are grateful that the
shooters are being brought to
justice, we know that nothing
will erase the pain that we have
gone through losing a family
member in this way,” the fam-
ily said.
“However, the work is not
complete. Tanner Fox and Jose
Lopez were hired to commit
this murder. Until the parties
responsible for hiring them
and directing this assassination
are brought to justice, the work
remains incomplete.”
The family called on the killers
to “co-operate with the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) in bringing those that
hired you to justice.”

Crown and defence lawyers
have agreed that Fox and Lopez
should not be eligible for parole
for 20 years. And they will next
appear in court on October 31
for sentencing.
The 1985 Air India bombing is
among the worst terrorist
attacks in Canadian history
and in the history of the airline.
On June 23, 1985, Air India
flight 182, carrying 329 people,
including 268 Canadian citi-
zens and 24 Indian citizens,
flew from Toronto and stopped
in Montreal from where it was
en route to London and then
onwards to its final destination
Bombay.
The plane was flying 31,000 feet
above the Atlantic Ocean when
a suitcase bomb exploded in
the front cargo, killing all on
board.
Another bomb was meant to be
planted in an Air India flight
scheduled to take off from
Japan but it exploded at Tokyo’s
Narita airport killing two bag-
gage handlers.
Inderjit Singh Reyat was con-
victed on various charges and
spent 30 years in prison for
helping to make the bombs,
and for lying during trials,
including Malik’s. He was
released in 2016 after serving
two-thirds of his perjury sen-
tence.
Reyat was the only person
convicted for the Kanishka
bombing.

AP n TEL AVIV

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken arrived in Israel
on Tuesday on his 11th

visit to the region since the out-
break of the Israel-Hamas war.
The US hopes to revive cease-
fire efforts after the killing of
top Hamas leader Yahya
Sinwar, but so far all the war-
ring parties appear to be dig-
ging in.
Israel is still at war with Hamas
more than a year after the mil-
itant group’s Oct 7 attack, and
with Hezbollah in Lebanon,
where it launched a ground
invasion earlier this month.
Israel is also expected to strike
Iran after its ballistic missile
attack on Oct 1.
Blinken landed just hours after
Hezbollah launched a barrage
of rockets into central Israel,
setting off air raid sirens in the
country’s most populated areas
and its international airport,
but causing no apparent dam-
age or injuries. The Israeli mil-
itary said it intercepted most of
the five projectiles, with one
landing in an open area.
Another 15 projectiles were
fired from Lebanon into north-
ern Israel at around the same
time, the military said.
Blinken is expected to meet
with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and other
top officials. Following Israel,

he’s expected to visit a number
of Arab countries, likely to
include Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates.
“Secretary Blinken will dis-
cuss the importance of bring-
ing the war in Gaza to an end,
securing the release of all
hostages, and alleviating the
suffering of the Palestinian
people,” State Department
spokesman Matthew Miller
said in a statement.
Blinken will also discuss plan-
ning for when the conflict
ends and “the need to chart a
new path forward that enables
Palestinians to rebuild their
lives,” Miller added.

He said Blinken also would
underscore the need for a dra-
matic increase in the amount of
humanitarian aid reaching
Gaza, something that Blinken
and Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin made clear in a letter to
Israeli officials last week.
That letter reminded Israel
that the Biden administration
could be forced by US law to
curtail some forms of military
aid should the delivery of
humanitarian aid continue to
be hindered.
Blinken’s previous trips have
yielded little in the way of end-
ing hostilities, but he has man-
aged to increase aid deliveries
to Gaza in the past.

The United States, Egypt and
Qatar have brokered months of
talks between Israel and
Hamas, trying to strike a deal
in which the militants would
release dozens of hostages in
return for an end to the war, a
lasting cease-fire and the
release of Palestinian prisoners.
But both Israel and Hamas
accused each other of making
new and unacceptable
demands over the summer,
and the talks ground to a halt
in August.
The US has also tried to bro-
ker a cease-fire between Israel
and Hezbollah, but those
efforts fell apart as tensions
spiked last month with a series

of Israeli strikes that killed the
militant group’s top leader,
Hassan Nasrallah, and most of
his senior commanders.
Israel is currently waging
another major operation in
already-devastated northern
Gaza, which has killed hun-
dreds of Palestinians over the
last two weeks, according to
local health authorities.
In Lebanon, Israel has carried
out waves of heavy airstrikes
across southern Beirut and the
country’s south and east, areas
where Hezbollah has a strong
presence. Hezbollah has fired
hundreds of rockets, missiles
and drones into Israel, includ-
ing some that have reached the
country’s populous centre.
Hamas-led militants stormed
into southern Israel on Oct 7,
2023, killing some 1,200 peo-
ple, mostly civilians, and tak-
ing another 250 hostage.
Around 100 of the captives are
still held in Gaza, a third of
whom are believed to be dead.
Israel’s offensive has killed over
42,000 Palestinians in Gaza
and wounded tens of thou-
sands, according to local health
authorities, who do not say how
many were combatants but say
more than half were women
and children. It has also caused
massive devastation across the
territory and displaced around
90% of its population of 2.3
million.

Blinken arrives in Israel as US
looks to renew cease-fire efforts 

Hezbollah fires rockets into central Israel
AP n TEL AVIV

Hezbollah launched a barrage of rockets into
central Israel on Tuesday, setting off air

raid sirens in the country’s most populated
areas but causing no apparent damage or
injuries, a few hours before US Secretary of
State Anthony Blinken arrived in the region on
a mission to restart stalled Gaza ceasefire talks.
The Israeli military said five projectiles were
fired from Lebanon into Israel and said most
were intercepted by Israel’s missile defense sys-
tem. One landed in an open area.
The rocket fire came as Israel stepped up its
strikes in Lebanon, targeting a Hezbollah-run
financial institution, and as the US pushed to

resume cease-fire talks in Gaza following the
death of Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
pledged to annihilate Hamas and recover
dozens of hostages held by the group. Hamas
says it will only release the captives in return
for a lasting cease-fire, a full Israeli withdraw-
al from Gaza and the release of Palestinian pris-
oners.
On Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas-led militants blew
holes in Israel’s security fence and stormed in,
killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and
abducting another 250. Israel’s offensive in
Gaza has killed over 42,000 Palestinians,
according to local health authorities, who do
not distinguish combatants from civilians. 

China holds live-fire
drills opposite Taiwan
AP n TAIPEI

China is holding live-fire
drills off the coast of its

southern Fujian province fac-
ing Taiwan, just a week after a
massive air-and-sea drill it
called punishment for Taiwan’s
president rejecting Beijing’s
claims of sovereignty.
The live-fire drills were being
held near the Pingtan islands
off Fujian province, according

to a notice from the Maritime
Safety Administration. It
warned ships to avoid the area.
It did not offer additional
details.
Taiwan’s Defence Ministry said
China’s drills were part of an
annual exercise and was track-
ing them. “It cannot be ruled
out that it is one of the ways to
expand the deterrent effect in
line with the dynamics in the
Taiwan Strait,” the statement

added.
Taiwan is a self-ruled island
that Beijing claims is part of
China. Tensions around the
issue have flared in recent
years. China has increased its
presence in the waters and
skies around Taiwan. It now
increasingly sends large
amounts of warplanes and navy
vessels in military exercises
near Taiwan and its coast guard
carries out patrols.

Rescue workers search for victims at the site of Israeli airstrikes that destroyed buildings facing the city’s main government hospital in a densely-populated neighborhood,
in southern Beirut, on Tuesday. AP/PTI

COMMENTS ON HASINA’S RESIGNATION

Last week, China held a one-
day military exercise aimed at
practicing the “sealing off of
key ports and key areas”.
Taiwan counted a record one-
day total of 153 aircraft, 14 navy
vessels and 12 Chinese govern-
ment ships.
In response to Chinese moves,
the US has continued what it
calls “freedom of navigation”
transits through the Taiwan
Strait. On Sunday, the destroy-
er USS Higgins and the
Canadian frigate HMCS
Vancouver transited the narrow
band of ocean that separates
China and Taiwan.
Germany sent two warships
through the Taiwan Strait last
month as it seeks to increase its
defence engagement in the
Asia-Pacific region.
China has also exerted diplo-
matic pressure on Taiwan,
poaching its allies. South
Africa, which does not recog-
nise Taiwan as a country, asked
the island last week to move its
liaison office outside the capi-
tal, Pretoria, as a concession to
China. Taiwan on Monday said
it would fight the request. 

Protesters demand removal 
of  B’desh president

PTI n DHAKA

Aprominent students’ organ-
isation, which spearheaded

the protests against Sheikh
Hasina’s government in
Bangladesh, on Tuesday staged
demonstrations in Dhaka,
demanding the removal of
President Mohammed
Shahabuddin over his comment
on the resignation of the
deposed prime minister.
In an interview with Bangla daily
Manab Zamin last week,
Shahabuddin said he does not
have any documentary evidence
of Hasina resigning as prime
minister before she fled the
country in August amidst stu-
dent-led mass protests.
The Anti-discrimination
Student Movement, which
spearheaded the campaign that
led to the ouster of Hasina, ral-
lied in front of the Central
Shaheed Minar here, demand-
ing Shahabuddin’s resignation.
“The president is an ally of fas-
cism. He was in favour of geno-
cide. We demand his resigna-
tion,” Nasir Uddin Patwari, a
protest leader, said.
Some of the protesters also said
that the president might face a
campaign against him.
A group of protesters under the
banner of Shadhinota-
Shorbobhoumotto Rokkha
Committee (Committee to pro-
tect independence and sover-
eignty) also staged a sit-in protest
at the Dhaka University campus,
demanding Shahabuddin’s res-
ignation and calling for the ter-
mination of the Constitution
and the formation of a “revolu-
tionary government”.
The protesters also demanded
the disbanding of Hasina’s
Awami League party and its
allies from political activities.
They later marched towards
Bangabhaban, the president’s
official residence. A prominent
leader of the group, Rafiq Khan,

called Shahabuddin a “culprit” as
he was “unlawfully” appointed
by “killer Hasina”.
“We request him to resign
immediately and vacate the
Bangabhaban. Otherwise, we
will start another movement like
the one in July,” he said.
In his interview with the Bangla
Daily, Shahabuddin said he
heard that Hasina had resigned
as prime minister before she fled
Bangladesh, but he does not
have documentary evidence.
Despite numerous efforts, the
president said, he had failed to
find any documents. “Perhaps
she did not have the time,”
Shahabuddin said.
Nobel laureate Muhammad
Yunus, 84, became Bangladesh’s
interim government’s Chief
Adviser on August 8 after Prime
Minister Hasina fled to India on
August 5.
Narrating the events of August
5, Shahabuddin told the daily
that at around 10:30 am, a call
came to Bangabhaban from
Hasina’s residence, informing
him that Hasina would meet
him. However, “within an hour,
another call came, saying she
was not coming”.
Shahabuddin said before he
administered the oath of office
to Yunus and his advisory coun-
cil members on August 8, he had
sought the opinion of the
Supreme Court, which advised
him go ahead in view of the
extraordinary situation.
The interim government’s Law

Affairs Adviser Asif Nazrul on
Monday accused the president
of “falsehood”, saying his
remarks were “tantamount to
violation of his oath of office”. He
said if Shahabuddin remained
firm on his comments, the inter-
im government would need to
think whether he was still qual-
ified to hold his office.
In a televised address on August
5, Shahabuddin said, “Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has ten-
dered her resignation letter to
the president and I have received
it.”
Meanwhile, the president’s office
issued a statement urging peo-
ple not to reignite any controver-
sy over a “settled issue”.
“This is a clear statement from
His Excellency the President
that, all the answers regarding
the resignation and departure of
the Prime Minister (Hasina) in
the face of the students-people
mass revolution, the dissolution
of the Parliament and all the
questions raised in the public
mind about the Constitutional
validity about the incumbent
Interim Government are reflect-
ed in the order of the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court
in Special Reference No-
01/2024, dated August 8, 2024,”
it said.
According to Constitution
expert Shahdhin Malik, an
“unnecessary debate is going on
over the documentary evidence
of Hasina’s resignation letter
amid the existing reality”.
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Pak’s special parliamentary panel
to nominate new chief justice
PTI n ISLAMABAD

Aspecial parliamentary com-
mittee, formed to decide

on the appointment of
Pakistan’s next chief justice, will
meet on Tuesday to nominate
the new top judge from among
the three most senior Supreme
Court judges.
The recently adopted 26th
Constitutional Amendment
brought numerous changes
pertaining to the judiciary,
among which is appointing
the chief justice by a Special
Parliamentary Committee
(SPC) out of three top judges
against the previous rule of the
senior-most judge becoming
the chief justice under the
seniority principle.
The incumbent chief justice,
Qazi Faez Isa, is set to retire on

October 25 and under the old
rule, senior puisne judge,
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, was
set to be the next chief.
Under amendments to clause 3
of Article 175A, instead of the
president appointing the “most
senior judge of the Supreme
Court” as the chief justice, the
top judge will now be “appoint-
ed on the recommendation of
the Special Parliamentary
Committee from amongst the
three most senior” judges of the
Supreme Court.
After Justice Shah, the next two
senior apex court judges are
Justices Munib Akhtar and
Yahya Afridi.
Under a new clause 3C of
Article 175A, the first nomina-
tion after the Amendment was
in force is to be sent “within
three days prior to the retire-

ment” of the outgoing CJ,
which sets the deadline for
nomination by tonight.
The SPC comprises eight mem-
bers of the national assembly
and four senators nominated
by their respective parliamen-
tary leaders. Political parties
have representation in the com-
mittee based on their strength
in the parliament. The attorney
general is also part of the com-
mittee. 
But the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf decided to stay away
from the meeting of the SPC.
“Of course, we will not be part
of any parliamentary commit-
tee. We believe not only the
amendments but in the man-
ner they were passed itself was
illegal,” PTI leader Zulfi
Bukhari said in a statement on
X. “Why would we legitimise

them and be part of this mafia
that is destroying the indepen-
dence of our judiciary?” he
asked rhetorically. “We are not
going to part take in parliamen-
tary committee, loud and clear.”
The committee’s task is to vet
the top three senior judges.
Once the name is finalised, it
will be sent to the prime min-
ister, who will then forward it
to the president for the appoint-
ment.
The new process signals a sig-
nificant departure from the
judiciary’s long-held autonomy
in determining its leadership.
Apparently being tired of judi-
cial overreach, the parliament
tried to curtail the judiciary’s
influence in political and gov-
ernance matters, which the
courts were accused of exercis-
ing in recent years.

Yellen says isolationism ‘made 
America and world worse off’ 
AP n WASHINGTON

Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen is telling world

financial leaders that the US
economy has grown stronger
because the Biden administra-
tion rejected isolationism,
offering a barely veiled criti-
cism of former President
Donald Trump’s policies two
weeks before the US election.
Yellen was opening the IMF
and World Bank annual meet-
ings on Tuesday by highlight-
ing US economic growth since
the nation was in the grips of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Without mentioning Trump
by name, she said in an advance
draft of her remarks that the
Biden administration had
ended a period of internation-
al isolationism that “made
America and the world worse
off ”. “We went from millions
having lost their jobs to a his-
toric labour market recovery,”
Yellen says. She said US eco-
nomic growth has been “almost
twice as fast as most other
advanced economies this year
and last, even as inflation came
down sooner”.
The IMF released its interna-
tional outlook on the global
economy on Tuesday morning
and upgraded its economic
outlook for the United States

this year while lowering its
expectations for growth in
Europe and China.
The IMF expects the US econ-
omy — the world’s largest — to
expand 2.8 per cent this year,
down slightly from 2.9 per
cent in 2023 but an improve-
ment on the 2.6 per cent it had
forecast for 2024 back in July.
Growth in the United States has
been led by strong consumer
spending, fuelled by healthy
gains in inflation-adjusted
wages.
The meetings mark the last
major international finance
gathering held during the
Biden administration and come
as economic issues are a top
concern for American voters.
Republicans have blamed the
Biden-Harris administration
for inflation that reached a 40-
year high before dropping.
Trump campaign press secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt said in a
statement that the Biden-Harris
administration “created an
inflation crisis, record-high gas
prices, skyrocketing mortgage
and interest rates resulting in
the lowest consumer and small
business confidence in
decades”.
Voters remain largely divided
over whether they prefer the
Republican nominee, Trump,

or Democratic nominee Vice
President Kamala Harris to
handle key economic issues,
according to an October survey
by The Associated Press-
NORC Centre for Public
Affairs Research.
Who wins the US election will
also have enormous impacts on
global finance and the world’s
economy.
Trump and Harris have spoken
little about their plans for the
International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank. But they
have differing views on trade,
tariffs and other economic
issues. Trump has been scepti-
cal of world financial bodies
and is promising heavy tariffs
if elected. Harris is more like-
ly to continue the Biden
administration approach
favouring international coop-
eration over threats, though she
has supported some tariffs.
Yellen, like other federal offi-
cials, is barred from partisan
political activity by the Hatch
Act and chose her words care-
fully in her speech. But she
praised Biden-Harris initia-
tives on climate, health care,
infrastructure spending and
other areas.
She alluded to Trump’s interna-
tional leadership saying: “From
day one, we rejected isolation-

ism that made America and the
world worse off and pursued
global economic leadership
that supports economies
around the world and brings
significant benefits to the
American people and the US
economy.”
Trump, who has embraced
isolationism and criticised
multilateral institutions,
promises as president to
impose a 60 per cent tariff on
all Chinese goods and a “uni-
versal’ tariff of 10 per cent or
20 per cent on everything else
that enters the United States,
insisting that the cost of tax-
ing imported goods is
absorbed by the foreign
countries that produce those
goods. Mainstream econo-
mists say that would amount
to a tax on American con-
sumers that would make the
economy less efficient and
send inflation surging in the
United States.
The Biden-Harris adminis-
tration has not eliminated
tariffs imposed on China
during the Trump adminis-
tration and in May also
slapped major tariffs on
Chinese electric vehicles,
advanced batteries, solar cells,
steel, aluminum and medical
equipment.

Initial report shows Liam Payne had
cocaine in his system when he died
AP n BUENOS AIRES

An initial toxicology report
for ex-One Direction singer

Liam Payne, who died last week
after falling from a third-floor
hotel balcony in Buenos Aires,
showed that he had cocaine in
his system after his death, an
Argentine official said.
The final toxicology results are
not expected to be made public
for some weeks. But the prelim-
inary toxicology report of the
wildly famous boy band star,
handed to local prosecutors on
Monday, suggested evidence of
exposure to cocaine, the official
said, stressing that these initial
results don’t offer an accurate
reading of just how much was
circulating in his blood when he
died.
The official spoke on condition
of anonymity because he was not
authorized to brief journalists.
The preliminary report was

widely reported in local media
on Monday.
Argentina’s public prosecution is
investigating the case — which
is not uncommon when a death
is sudden or unexpected.
Payne’s autopsy concluded that
the traumatic injuries that
caused his death were consistent
with his three-story fall from the
hotel window. Prosecutors have
ruled out anyone else being
involved. 
Argentine investigators found
what appeared to be narcotics
and alcohol strewn about bro-
ken objects and furniture in 31-
year-old Payne’s hotel room,
leading the public prosecution
to surmise Payne had suffered
a substance abuse-induced
breakdown around the time of
his fall. The prosecution said
Payne could have plunged from
his hotel room balcony in a
state of “semi or total uncon-

sciousness.” Photos purported-
ly taken from inside Payne’s
hotel room published by local
media showed snowlike pow-
der left on a table and a
smashed-in TV screen. Police
also discovered a blister pack of
clonazepam, a central nervous
system depressant, and over-
the-counter medications scat-
tered among Payne’s belong-
ings. Shortly before Payne’s
death, the hotel manager called
911 to report a guest acting
aggressively and under the
influence of drugs and alcohol.
Investigators are also trying to
figure out who sold Payne the
drugs he took at the CasaSur
Hotel in Palermo, a chic neigh-
borhood of the Argentine cap-
ital. Police have taken statements
from at least three hotel employ-
ees, as well as two women who
visited Payne’s hotel room a few
hours before his death. 

Sweden to
honour
Blinken
AP n STOCKHOLM

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and former NATO

secretary-general Jens
Stoltenberg will be knighted in
Sweden for their role in enabling
the Scandinavian country to
join the world’s largest military
alliance. 
It was a historic realignment of
Europe’s post-Cold War securi-
ty landscape triggered by
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.
Blinken and Stoltenberg along
with former Finnish Prime
Minister Sanna Marin and for-
mer Finnish Foreign Minister
Pekka Haavisto will receive the
Royal Order of the Polar Star,
given to foreign citizens and
stateless persons “for extraordi-
nary efforts for Swedish inter-
ests.” “The awards are an expres-
sion of our great gratitude for the
efforts of these people in connec-
tion with Sweden’s member-
ship in NATO,” Prime Minister
Ulf Kristersson said Tuesday. 
Sweden joined almost a year
after Finland. Both ended
decades of post-World War II
neutrality and centuries of
broader non-alignment with
major powers. 

Former NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (left) receives the Grand Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany from German President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier at Bellevue Palace, Berlin  on Tuesday. AP/PTI

Mystery of downed cargo
airplane in Sudan deepens
AP n DUBAI

The mystery surrounding a
crashed cargo plane in

Sudan purportedly downed by
the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces deepened on Tuesday as
authorities insisted the aircraft
had been de-registered in
Kyrgyzstan.
Just who was flying the Ilyushin
Il-76 at night over war-torn
Darfur remains in question.
The aircraft previously was
linked to an effort by the
United Arab Emirates to arm
the paramilitary force known as
the RSF, something the UAE
has strenuously denied despite
evidence to the contrary.
But the plane’s crash early
Monday highlights the chaos
gripping Sudan since April
2023, when the RSF and
Sudan’s military went to war.

Their conflict has killed over
24,000 people, forced millions
to flee their homes and has left
some families eating grass in a
desperate attempt to survive as
famine sweeps parts of the
country.
Mobile phone footage posted
online showed RSF fighters
among the plane’s burning
wreckage, claiming they shot it
down with a surface-to-air
missile.
Identity documents shown
included a Russian passport
and an ID that linked to a
UAE-based company, whose
phone number was discon-
nected.
The Russian Embassy in Sudan
since Monday has been inves-
tigating.
A crumpled safety card, also
purportedly from the aircraft,
identified the plane as flown by

New Way Cargo of Kyrgyzstan.
However, Zuurakan Kadyrova
of New Way Cargo told The
Associated Press on Tuesday
that her firm’s lease of the air-
craft expired at the end of
2023.
“Since that time, we have no
records regarding the aircraft,”
she said. “We are saddened by
the news of the incident that
occurred in Sudan and express
our condolences to the crew
and their families.”
Kyrgyzstan’s state-run Kabar
news agency separately report-
ed, citing the country’s Foreign
Ministry, that the plane had
been removed from its aircraft
registry in January this year
“and transferred to the registra-
tion of the Republic of Sudan”.
No Kyrgyz nationals died in the
crash, the report said.
For its part, the RSF maintained

the aircraft belonged to the
Sudanese military and had
been operated by “jihadist mili-
tia groups”.
It said it collected the aircraft’s
black box “along with crucial
documents and intelligence
revealing the aircraft’s opera-
tions” that it did not publish.
Sudan has been unstable since
a popular uprising forced the
removal of longtime dictator
Omar al-Bashir in 2019.

Germany detects
first Mpox case
AP n BERLIN

Germany’s disease control cen-
ter said Tuesday that a new,
more infectious variant of the
mpox virus has been detected
in Germany for the first time.
The Robert Koch Institute said
the person was infected abroad
but didn’t give any further
details, including on where the
case was being treated.
The institute said it “is moni-
toring the situation very close-
ly and adjusting its recommen-
dations if necessary”.
The first case of the mpox virus
variant outside the African
continent was confirmed in
Sweden in mid-August. A case
was also reported in Thailand.
The World Health
Organisation has declared that
the increasing spread of mpox
in Africa is a global health
emergency.
So far, the vast majority of cases
have been reported in Congo.
Outbreaks of mpox are cur-
rently affecting 18 out of 55
countries in Africa and officials
there reported there had been
1,000 deaths as of last week.
The total number of suspected
cases in Africa since the begin-
ning of the year now stands at
42,438, with 8,113 confirmed as
mpox, according to the Africa
Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention.
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India eye Paris revenge against Germany in Test
series as international hockey returns to Delhi 
PTI n NEW DELHI

International hockey will
return to the capital after a
10-year gap when Olympic

bronze-medallists India take
on world champions
Germany in a two-Test
bilateral series starting here
on Wednesday, aiming to test
some new faces and extract
revenge for a recent
heartbreak inflicted by the
visitors.
For the last 10 years, the
capital's Major Dhyan Chand
National Stadium, once
considered the spiritual home
of the game, has not hosted
any international match. 
The last game played here was
the 2014 Hero World League
Final, although inter-
departmental hockey has
been held here occasionally.
But the two Tests against the
world No.2 and Paris
Olympics silver-winning
outfit on Wednesday and
Thursday would be a perfect
comeback for the sport.
It has been learnt that over
12,000 fans have already
registered for the free tickets
on offer through a private
ticketing portal. The National
Stadium has a seating
capacity of just over 16,000. 
The two Tests hold great
significance for Indian
hockey, which is on an
upswing following back-to-
back Olympic bronze medals
in Tokyo and Paris. 
In the French capital, the
Indians, under the talismanic
and in-form Harmanpreet
Singh's leadership, lost 2-3 to

Germany in a closely-
contested semifinal. 
"This series is not just about
the two teams playing; it's
about reviving the spirit of
hockey in Delhi. We hope this
will inspire more young
players from the region to
take up the game,"
Harmanpreet had said after
the rubber was announced.
That sentiment aside, India
also have a very good
opportunity to avenge their
loss in Paris. 
But the Germans will be a
hard nut to crack as they are
the reigning world champions
and displayed that fortitude in
Paris, going down only in the
shoot-out to Netherlands in
the gold medal match.
Going by rankings, the
Germans are favourites as
India are currently placed
fifth in the world but in
modern hockey, there is
hardly any difference
between the top 10 teams and
anyone can beat a high-
placed rival on their day. 
In the last five encounters
between the two sides, India
hold an edge, having won

AP n AL AIN

Neymar returned to
action after a year out

through injury and helped
Al-Hilal beat Al Ain of the
United Arab Emirates 5-4 in
the group stage of the AFC
Champions League Elite.
Neymar signed for the Saudi
Arabia club in August 2023
but played only five times
before tearing an anterior
cruciate ligament last
October. He came off the
bench 369 days later for the
four-time Asian champion
with 13 minutes remaining
at Al Ain. He almost scored
immediately when his low
shot from left of the area
shaved the post.
In a thrilling match between
Al-Hilal and the defending
champion, Renan Lodi gave
Al-Hilal the opener after 26
minutes. Soufiane Rahimi,
the tournament top scorer
last season, leveled soon

after.By the break, Sergej
Milinkovic-Savic and Salem
Al-Dawsari put Hilal 3-1
ahead.Mateo Sanabria
pulled a goal back just after
the hour but Al-Dawsari
scored twice more to
complete a hat trick, and
Rahimi achieved the same
feat to make it 5-4.
The win maintained Al-
Hilal's perfect record in Asia
after three games.
Elsewhere, Saudi Arabia's
Al-Ahli won at Qatar's Al-
Rayyan 2-1 thanks to goals
from Gabri Veiga and Firas
Al-Buraikan.
Iraq's Al-Shorta drew with
Uzbekistan's Pakhtakor 0-0,
and Qatar's Al-Sadd defeated
Iran's Persepolis 1-0.
Al-Nassr and Cristiano
Ronaldo are in action on
Tuesday against Esteghlal of
Iran. The game was moved
from Tehran to Dubai due to
the security situation in
Iran.

Neymar back after a year out and helps
Al-Hilal in Asian Champions League

AP n TOKYO

Former Australian Open
champion Sofia Kenin has

extended her perfect record
against Wang Xinyu, beating
the 10th-seeded Chinese
player 6-1, 6-4 in a first-
round match at the Pan
Pacific Open on Tuesday.
The 25-year-old American,
who won the Australian
Open in 2020 and was a
French Open finalist the
same year, won her fourth
straight match over Wang.
Her previous victories over
Wang were twice at
Wimbledon - in 2021 and
2023 - and at Auckland, New
Zealand last year.
Kenin beat Garbiñe
Muguruza in the Melbourne
Park Grand Slam singles final
in 2020 and lost to Iga
Swiatek in the French Open
final a few months later. 
After her Australian Open
win, she achieved her highest
ranking of No. 4, but a series
of injuries over the past
several years has seen her

ranking slip to her current
No. 155. She also had to
withdraw from the 2021 US
Open due to COVID-19.
Kenin was joined in the
second round by Canadians
Bianca Andreescu, who beat
Serena Williams for the US

Open title in 2019, and
Leylah Fernandez, who won
their opening matches
Monday.
The top-seeded player in the
Pan Pacific this year is
Olympic gold medalist Zheng
Qinwen.

American Sofia Kenin advances to second
round at Pan Pacific Open in Japan

three and lost two. 
India have been on a high
since the Paris Olympics. A
new-look team retained the
Asian Champions Trophy
title in September, beating
hosts China 1-0 in the final.
That was India's fifth ACT
title. 
The Indians have fielded a
mix of youth and experience
for the two matches, thereby
highlighting chief coach

Craig Fulton's vision of
planning for the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics. 
The most notable inclusion in
the squad is defender and
drag-flicker Varun Kumar,
who is returning after a
sabbatical from the game that
was forced by allegations of
sexual harassment by a junior
volleyball player. His name
has since been cleared in the
matter. 
The Indians will be led by star
drag-flicker Harmanpreet,
who is enjoying the form of
his life and mid-fielder Vivek
Sagar Prasad will be his
deputy. 
The hosts, however, will
continue to miss the services
of mid-field mainstay Hardik
Singh, who is still recovering
from an injury he sustained at
the Olympics. 
Fulton drafted in some new

faces in mid-fielder Rajinder
Singh and striker Aditya
Arjun Lgale, who will be
making their international
debut. Besides Vivek, veteran
Manpreet Singh will be in
charge of the mid-field.
Striker Mandeep Singh, who
was rested for the ACT, will
look to dazzle upfront in the
company of Sukhjeet Singh,
Abhishek, and Dilpreet Singh
among others. 
The Indian goal will be
manned by Krishan Bahadur
Pathak and Suraj Karkera,
who lived up to expectations
in the ACT in Hulunbuir,
China after the legendary PR
Sreejesh's retirement.
The two matches will provide
the newcomers and
comeback-men a chance to
prove their mettle in front of
the team management and
national selectors. 
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