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Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference

Thursday set into motion the
process of government
formation by ‘unanimously’
electing its Vice President
Omar Abdullah as leader of
the legislative party. The
announcement was made by
the senior Abdullah and party
chief Dr. Farooq Abdullah.
Addressing the media after
the National
C o n f e r e n c e
MLAs met
at its

headquarters to elect the
leader of the legislature party
Dr Farooq Abdullah stated
that the pre-poll alliance
partners (National
Conference, Congress, CPI-
M, Panthers Party) will meet
on Friday to take the
government formation
process forward.
Omar Abdullah thanked the
National Conference (NC)
legislators for electing him
their leader so that he could
stake claim to form the

government in Jammu
and Kashmir.

“You are aware of

the decision that was taken.
A meeting of the NC
legislature party took place,
the legislature party has
decided on its leader and I
am thankful from the
bottom of my heart to the
NC legislators that they have
reposed their faith in me and
given me a chance to stake a
claim for government
formation,” Abdullah told
reporters after he was elected
the leader of the legislature
party here.
On the question of the
timing of the government
formation, Omar said, “Talks
are on with the Congress.
They have been given a day
to decide. Once they give us a
letter of support, I will stake a
claim for government
formation.”
In another significant
development, four
independents (all from the
Jammu region) expressed
their support to the National
Conference on Thursday.
Pyare Lal Sharma, Satish
Sharma, Choudhary
Mohammed Akram, and Dr
Rameshwar Singh - who won
the Inderwal, Chhamb,
Surankote, and Bani seats -
have backed the NC.

��������	�
���
�������������
�������
�� �����������

Press Enclave Marg connecting
Sheikh Sarai at Lal Bahadur

Shastri Marg with Sri Aurobindo
Marg in South Delhi, has become a
traffic nightmare. Flanked by Saket
district courts, three shopping
malls and two private hospitals
besides Khirki and Hauz Rani
villages, the nearly four km-long
road tests the patience of all be it
motorists, two-wheeler drivers or
DTC buses.

The situation takes a turn for
the worse during festival season
as it happened on Wednesday
late evening when long queues
were witnessed at about 8.30 pm.
Police had to regulate the traffic
by manually operating the traffic
signals in order to ensure
smooth flow. 
Similar scenes are seen from

December 25 to 31 each year, when
huge crowds throng the shopping
malls and extra traffic deployment
tries to manage the traffic. 
The jams on many days
throughout the year are so bad that
motorists wishing to join traffic
from colonies like Press Enclave
and two more adjoining residential
complexes are not able to do so as it
happened on Wednesday evening.
Adding to the mess, the  traffic
junction at Malviya Nagar metro
station has become a huge
bottleneck. Erratic parking by
auto-rickshaws on both sides of the
station compounds the problem.
Despite several drives by the police,
no workable solution has emerged.
Traffic snarls on Press Enclave
Marg lead to spillovers into the
connecting roads with Saket, the
area is dotted with residential
colonies. Given the sheer volume of

traffic, these roads are choked even
during the so-called non-peak
hours.
A survey of the Press Enclave Marg
indicates that the road sees a very
high volume of peak-hour traffic,
mainly due to unauthorised
parking and encroachments. Peak-
hour traffic on Press Enclave Marg
is around 9,000 passenger car units
(PCUs) in the morning and 10,000
PCUs in the evening, officials said.
The Public Works Department
(PWD) recently wrote to the traffic
police and transport department
and sought suggestions to
decongest the perennially clogged
Press Enclave Marg.
Some solutions being considered
include shifting the central verge at
the Mandir Marg intersection in
order to clear space for cars, and
making the entire stretch signal-
free, sources said.

One of the options proposed by
PWD is to shift the central verge at
the Mandir Marg intersection to
allow more carriageway space for
movement of vehicles.
Another proposed solution
includes removing all three traffic
lights on the entire road to make it
a signal-free stretch. The three
traffic lights are at the intersection
of Pramod Mahajan Marg, Mandir
Marg and Shaheed Pankaj Bal
Marg. However, the move requires
approval from the traffic police and
senior department officials.
After the G20 Summit, the Delhi
government in September last year
decided to redesign and improve
all major stretches across the city,
starting with the Press Enclave
Marg. Unlike other stretches, the
traffic volume is high even during
weekends due to the presence of
malls, sources said.
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Ratan Naval Tata, the
doyen of Indian industry,

inheritor of one of the
greatest corporate names in
India passed away peacefully
on October 9, and was laid to
rest on Thursday. Even
though he was 86 years old
and had been suffering
health issues for the past few
years, his passing has been
mourned across the
board. But it is
surprising just how
much the general
public in India
has mourned his
p a s s i n g ,
especially in a
country where
capitalists are still
not celebrated. 
Ratan Tata’s immense
contributions to
philanthropy, his love of
dogs including strays, have
endeared him to Indians like
few others have managed,
with the possible exception
of his uncle, JRD Tata, whom
he succeeded as Chairman of
Tata Sons. Following the
horrendous 26/11 attacks
when the flagship Taj Mahal
hotel was desecrated by
terrorists, he not only
ensured that all employees

who had lost their lives or
loved ones did not lose hope
and he paid compensation to
all and he was determined
that the hotel rise again to
the top, which it has. 
Ratan Tata is a poster child
of post-liberalisation India.
Under his leadership, the
expansion of Tata group’s
ventures began aggressively.

Whether it was the
success of Tata
C o n s u l t a n c y

Services (TCS)
in the
I n f o r m a t i o n
Te c h n o l o g y
space, the

acquisition of
Jaguar Land Rover

and Tetley Tea, the
global reach of Tata Steel as
well as the growth of Tata
Motors in the Indian
passenger car space starting
from the late-1990’s with the
Tata Indica. 
The fact that Indian Hotels,
operators of the Taj Group
is today India’s largest hotel
chain is in no small part
thanks to his leadership
and the fact that he
surrounded himself with
extremely capable
managers.
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For the first time in its fiscal
history, Delhi is on the

brink of a severe financial
crisis in the current fiscal, with
its expenditure likely to cross
the limit of receipts. Data from
the Finance Department show
its earnings through non tax
revenues, tax revenues may
drop to Rs 62 415 cr as against
the budgetary estimate of Rs
64142 cr by the end of fiscal
year 2025. ) 
Delhi has historically been a
revenue-surplus state and this
would be the first instance of a
deficit since the reconstitution
of the Legislative Assembly in
1993. Notably, data shows a
continuous streak of fiscal
surplus from the fiscal year
2017-18 through the projected
budget of 2024-25.
As per the data, Revenue
expenditure is expected to rise
from Rs 60911 cr to Rs 63911
cr. The revenue receipts have
consistently been higher than
the revenue expenditure
starting with a surplus of Rs
4913.25 crores in 2017-18,
which further increased to a
significant surplus of Rs
14456.91 crores in 2022-23. 
Even for the fiscal year 2023-
24, a healthy surplus of Rs
6462.29 crores is anticipated.

However, the forecast for 2024-
25 presents a potential
challenge: while the initial
Budget Estimates (BE) show a
surplus of Rs 3231.19 crores,
the possible inclusion of
additional demand could lead
to a deficit of Rs 1495.48 crores.
Notably, the Arvind Kejriwal
government is giving free ride
to women in DTC buses, free
water up to 20,000 litre per
family, free electricity up to
200 units per family, free
pilgrimage to senior citizens
to the people of Delhi.
Lambasting the Aam aadmi
Party (AAP) government,
Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) President, Virendra
Sachdeva, alleged that this
Arvind Kejriwal government
has pushed the national

capital into a financial crisis
through ten years of economic
mismanagement. He pointed
out that despite claims of
surplus budgets, the city is
now facing its first deficit
budget for the fiscal year
2024-25.  
Sachdeva highlighted that
during the BJP-led
government under Madan Lal
Khurana in 1994-95, Delhi had
its first surplus budget, a legacy
that continued until 2022-23.
He claimed, “The result of
Arvind Kejriwal’s 10 years of
economic mismanagement is
that due to the slippery
economic condition in 2023-
24, the budget of 2024-25 has
now become the first deficit
budget in the legislative history
of Delhi. 
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As the nation mourned the passing
away of the legendary
industrialist Ratan Naval Tata,

hundreds and thousands of
Mumbaikars on Thursday bade an
emotional goodbye to the former
Chairman Emeritus of Tata Sons, as his
mortal remains - wrapped in national
tri-colours - were taken on a 12 km final
journey from the National Centre for
the Performing Arts (NCPA) to Worli
crematorium for his last rites.
After solemn prayers and rituals
performed as per the Parsi traditions at a
brief ceremony, Ratan Tata’s body was
consigned to a combustion chamber at
the Worli electric crematorium, amid full-
State honours and a fun salute accorded
by the Maharashtra government.
The funeral held at an electric
crematorium reflected the changing
traditions in the Parsi community
members living in Mumbai who in the
past would make it a point to consign
the remains of their loved ones to the
Tower of Silence, or Doongerwadi at
Malabar Hill in south Mumbai.
Ratan Tata breathed his last at the
Breach Candy Hospital at around 11.30
pm on Wednesday night, following age-
related health conditions, after a week of
media speculation about his worsening
medical condition. A bachelor all his
life, Tata was 86 at the time of his death.
Given that he had touched the people
from all walks of life across the country,
the news of Ratan Tata - who despite
having built a Rs 3,800 crore Tata group’s
business empire remained a humble
man till the last day -  plunged the nation
into a state of mourning, with people
grieving his demise and speaking in
glorious terms about his contributions

to Indian industry and also nation-
building.
While thousands of people turned out at
the NCPA to pay their homage to the
legendary industrialist, more than a
couple of lakhs of people had either lined
up along the 12 km funeral procession
route from the NCPA to Worli
crematorium or bade adieu from atop
the buildings located along the route.
Hours before his funeral, the
Maharashtra Cabinet adopted a
resolution at a special meeting,
recommending to the Centre to confer
Bharat Ratna, country’s highest civilian
award, posthumously to Ratan Tata,
who was bestowed with Padma
Vibhushan by the Indian government in
2008. As a sign of State mourning, the
national Tricolour on government
offices in Maharashtra were flown at
half-mast on Thursday. Earlier, after his
death on Wednesday night, the veteran
industrialist’s body was taken from the
Breach Candy Hospital to his Colaba
residence in south Mumbai.
Later on Thursday morning, his mortal
remains were taken from his house in a
hearse, decked with white flowers, to
the NCPA in south Mumbai, where it
was kept between 10.30 am and 3.55
pm for letting people pay their last
respects.
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It was not only the more than one
lakh workforce of Tata Group of

companies, its subsidiaries and
ancillaries which mourned Ratan
Tata’s passing, but a pall of gloom
descended in each and every
household of the Steel City of
Jamshedpur which Tata was so
fond of.
From spending time on Shop Floor
Management of the then TELCO,
rechristened as Tata Motors by
Ratan Tata himself, for a global

pursuit to make it a point to be part
of the famous March 3 Foundation
Day (anniversary of JN Tata)
celebrations at Jubilee Park near

Sakchi Market, Ratan frequented
the lovely city where the Tatas
dreamt from making salt to
software, tea to trucks and from car
to business czar since early 1900s.     
The city of Jamshedpur is also
known as ‘Tatanagar’, and the
fondness of the Tatas for the city
made the Jharkhand government
declare a day of State Mourning
as a mark of respect for
industrialist Ratan Tata. As a
young trainee, Tata resided in
Room No. 11 of the Dealer’s
Apprentice Hostel at TELCO.

RATAN TATA
28 DECEMBER 1937

9 OCTOBER 2024
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Tennis Legend Rafael
Nadal announced his

retirement at the age of 38
after winning the 22 Grand
Slam events in his career, the
era where he competed with
his big rivals Roger Federer
and Novak Djokovic.
The Spanish legend broke
the news via a heartfelt
video on social media,
expressing his gratitude for
the support throughout his
career he had.
Nadal’s Davis cup finals will
be his last stint in tennis court
in Malaga, this November).
“Really, everything I have
experienced has been a
dream come true,” Nadal
stated on social media,
adding “I leave with the
absolute peace of mind of
having given my best, of

having made an effort in
every way. But in this life,
everything has a beginning
and an end, and I think it’s
the appropriate time to put an
end to a career that has been
long and much more
successful than I could have
ever imagined.”
Leaving the court and his
decision to retire from the
sport, due to injury
problems which he was
suffering from the first
match of the Paris Olympics
where he last featured at.
The Davis Cup will be his
first appearance after the
Olympics. Spain will face the
Netherlands in the quarter-
finals between November 19
and 21, with Nadal added to
the squad after recovering
from an injury that kept him
out of play in the group
stage.
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Providing huge relief, the
central region power
distributor on

Thursday eased the cost bur-
den on the poor by launch-
ing a staggered payment plan
for electricity infrastructure
in unauthorised colonies.
Announcing the launch of
the 'Sukham Vidyut' scheme,
the Madhya Kshetra Vidyut
Vitran Company
(MKVVCL) said that the
scheme will address issues
faced by residents in unau-
thorised localities across
Madhya Pradesh, and will
remain in effect for two
years.
As part of the scheme, the
cost of infrastructure can be
paid in installments, subject
to certain conditions.
Applicants from unautho-
rised colonies—not regis-
tered with RERA—planning

to construct electrical infra-
structure will be eligible
under this scheme.
Benefits under the scheme
will be available only to indi-
vidual applicants and groups
of applicants. Housing soci-
eties, builders, and colonisers
are not eligible for the bene-
fits.
Both individual and group
applicants will be required to
pay a minimum of 25 percent
of the total infrastructure
costs at the time of filing their
requests, while the remaining
amount will be payable in
monthly installments—paid
as part of the electricity bill—
over the next two years.

The power distributor, how-
ever, cautioned that failing to
adhere to the payment terms
may result in the localities
being disconnected from the
electricity network at the
conclusion of a 15-day notice
period.
Unauthorised colonies, often
mistakenly referred to as
'illegal colonies', are resi-
dential projects that arise in
contravention of town and
country guidelines without
requisite permissions from
the administration.In most
cases, these localities repre-
sent the only hope for
affordable housing for the
urban poor.
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Bhopal: The new branch of
Indian Overseas Bank (IOB)
was inaugurated by District
Collector Sheelendra Singh. 
On this occasion, the Chief
Regional Manager of the
bank, Mr. Sanjay Kumar Singh
was also present.
Indian Overseas Bank has
started a new chapter in its
expansion plan by inaugurat-
ing its new branch in
Chhindwara. The Collector
inaugurated the new branch
and the Chief Regional
Manager welcomed the

Collector and all the guests.
Speaking on the occasion,
the Collector said, "The open-
ing of the new branch of
Indian Overseas Bank in
Chhindwara will increase
banking services to the citi-
zens here and promote eco-
nomic development."
The Chief Regional Manager
said, "We are committed to
providing world-class banking
services to the citizens of
Chhindwara. Our new branch
will play an important role in
meeting the financial needs of

businessmen, farmers, and
common citizens here."The
Chhindwara branch of Indian
Overseas Bank will provide
various banking services to
the customers, including
account opening, loans, cred-
it cards, and other financial
products.Chief Manager
Vijendra Singh Vishen,
Ashutosh Tiwari, Sudhir
Buchke, Sumit Sahu, Manoj
Koshta etc. were present in the
program. The vote of thanks
was given by branch manag-
er Anil Nimburkar.
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The body of a builder
from Maharashtra
was found in

Khargone district; it was
partially and decomposed.
He had gone missing for a
couple of days.  The police
are suspecting he was
murdered.
The deceased has been
identified as Kishore
Lokre, a builder from
C h h a t r a p a t i
Sambhajinagar in
Maharashtra, Khargone
Superintendent of Police
Dharamraj Meena said.
The half-burnt body was
found in a forested area on
Daurwa-Binjalwara road
under Sanawad police sta-
tion area, about 75 km
from the district head-
quarters, on Wednesday,
he said.
The man seems to have
died 10 days back and the
body has been bitten by
animals as well, he said.
Lokre’s family members
approached the MIDC
Waluj police station in
C h h a t r a p a t i
Sambhajinagar on October
3 after he went missing. A
case was subsequently reg-

istered, he said.
The official said as per the
Maharashtra police, Lokre
went to Mumbai on
September 17 for his work,
but instead of returning to
C h h a t r a p a t i
Sambhajinagar, he went
to Bhusawal (in Jalgaon).
After that, he headed to
visit Omkareshwar (tem-
ple city) in MP, Meena
said.
The Maharashtra police
found his last location in
Deshgaon area of MP’s
Khandwa district on
September 27, after which
his mobile phone was
switched off.
Meena said the investiga-
tions suggested the man
was strangled to death.
After this, an attempt was
also made to burn the
body, he added.
The body was handed over
to the family late
Wednesday night.
The Sanawad police in
Khargone on Thursday
registered a murder case
against unidentified cul-
prits, the official said.
According to police
sources, Lokre had a pen-
chant for searching buried
treasures.
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Under the guidance of
Prof. (Dr.) Ajai Singh,
Executive Director,

AIIMS Bhopal, the Department
of Ophthalmology, AIIMS
Bhopal celebrated World Sight
Day on Thursday, 10 October
2024. On this occasion, Prof.
Singh appreciated the efforts
made by the departments and
said, "The purpose of today's
program is to make children
aware of their eye care. 
Healthy vision is essential for
the future of our children. We
should control their screen time
and encourage them to play
outside so that they can avoid
problems like myopia." Such
programmes play an important
role in making people aware
and educating them about eye
care.
During this programme, the
department organised street
plays and health talks to explain
the importance of eye health
and vision among patients and
their parents. This year's theme

focuses on "Children Love Your
Eyes", which emphasizes on
keeping children's eyes healthy
and improving their vision. In
the programme, children were
asked several questions to make
them aware about eye care,
and they were encouraged by
giving gifts for giving correct
answers.
Prof Singh further said,
"According to WHO, reducing
screen time and spending more
time outdoors can help protect

children's eyes. 
The role of parents, caregivers
and teachers is all important in
this direction." At the end of the
programme, all the attendees
were given necessary tips for eye
and vision care, which includ-
ed advice to reduce screen time
and visit a doctor for regular
check-ups. On this occasion,
Prof. Singh congratulated all the
participants and said, "Eye
awareness should be a lifelong
commitment.
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Aday after the discov-
ery of a two-day-old
child near the railway

tracks in the Bagh Umrao
Dulha area of the state cap-
ital, the Aishbagh police on
Thursday arrested three per-
sons, including two women
and a doctor, for their
involvement in the incident.
Meanwhile, the newborn
breathed her last at the
Kamala Nehru Center at
the Hamidia Hospital, where
she had been sent for treat-
ment by the police after
passersby discovered her
inside a sack on Wednesday
morning.
The arrests came after police
monitoring of CCTV
footage from the area led to
a woman who works as a
nurse. Camera images from
the vicinity showed her car-
rying the sack containing

the infant.
The questioning of the
woman uncovered a spine-
chilling plot, which culmi-
nated in the arrests of a doc-
tor and the mother of a 14-
year-old, who had in turn
mothered the infant.
Police found that the 14-
year-old minor was having
an affair with her cousin.
Her mother paid money to
the accused nurse, Aasma
alias Firdaus, to arrange for
the delivery and then dump
the newborn.
The delivery was carried
out by Dr. Surendra Nahar.
Later in the day, the police
presented the three before
the court, from where they
were sent to jail. The scoot-
er used to dispose of the
newborn has also been con-
fiscated.
The police prepared a
roadmap to identify the
accused woman. Footage

from 40 CCTV cameras was
checked to track the woman
who dumped the baby
girl.The diligence of the
police paid off, and the
nurse was arrested. 
Her confession led to the
arrests of the other two.
The minor's mother had
expected the infant to be
stillborn. But when the baby
was born alive, she gave
Aasma an advance of Rs
60,000 to dump the new-
born.
DCP Priyanka Shukla said
that the person who had
relations with the minor is
also a juvenile offender.
Both of them have also been
made accused in the case;
however, the two have not
been arrested yet.The
accused medical practition-
er runs a private clinic in
Ashoka Garden. He claims
to be the divisional president
of the BJP medical cell.
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The Indian Institute of
Forest Management
(IIFM), Bhopal orga-

nized a two-day training of
trainers workshop on the
Green Climate Fund (GCF),
in collaboration with
MoEFCC and UNDP. GCF is
a global fund established to
help developing countries
adapt to and mitigate climate
change. 
The workshop intends to
equip the participants from
government departments,
research organisationsetc
with the knowledge and
skills necessary to utilise
GCF. 
The inaugural session was
graced by K Ravichandran,
Director, IIFM, Bhopal;
MsRuchikaDrall, Deputy
Secretary, MoEFCC, CP
Kala, Chairperson (MDP),
IIFM and
D r D h a n y a B h a s k a r ,
Programme Director, IIFM. 
This two-day workshop from
October 09 to 10, 2024 pro-
vided a comprehensive
understanding of the GCF's
objectives and funding
mechanisms and developed
effective GCF proposals to
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav said that the
Digital India Mission,

initiated by Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, is now ful-
filling the diverse needs of the
common man like a
“Kalpvriksh”. 
Innovations such as zero-bal-
ance accounts, online transac-
tions, and e-registry have made
life simpler and more conve-
nient for all. 
Yadav highlighted that Madhya
Pradesh’s launch of the
"Sampada-2.0," a new technol-
ogy-driven innovation for
online document registration, is
set to become a milestone in the
digital revolution. He expressed
confidence that this initiative
would set a standard for the
entire country. 
Previously, document registra-

tion and related tasks required
an office visit, but with the
Sampada-2.0 portal and app,
citizens can now access these
services from home. Yadav
inaugurated the "Sampada-2.0"
portal and mobile app, devel-
oped under the new e-registry
and e-registration system, at the
Kushabhau Thackeray
International Convention
Center on Thursday.
The Chief Minister said that the
Central Government has
entrusted Madhya Pradesh with
two important new tasks. The
IT Department, through the
Department of Science and
Technology, will complete GIS
mapping for 120 cities and GIS
labs will be established across all
districts in the state, bringing
significant benefits. 
Yadav highlighted Madhya
Pradesh's substantial progress
in the IT sector, stating that

these advancements will help
the state transition toward a
paperless system through con-
tinued innovation in informa-
tion technology.
Yadav, explaining the features
of "Sampada-2.0," highlighted
that it is an advanced technol-
ogy-based software integrated
with the Revenue Finance
Department, Urban
Administration, GST, and
Unique ID Aadhaar. Through
the app, users can access the
collector guideline rate for
land based on location. 
The software facilitates GIS
mapping of properties, bio-
metric identification, and doc-
ument formatting, eliminating
the need for personal presence
during document registration.
Verification and registration
can now be completed from
home, and applicants will
receive a soft copy of their doc-

uments via WhatsApp and
email.
The state is continuously inno-
vating under the guidance of
Prime Minister Shri Modi. In
line with his vision for ease of
living, the new Sampada-2.0
system is being implemented
to streamline the registration
process, making it straightfor-
ward, efficient, and corruption-
free. 
Citizens will benefit from the
upgraded e-registration and e-
stamping system, enabling
them to sell and register their
property from the comfort of
their homes. This system
allows for online registrations
not only from within the state
but also from outside the state
and even from abroad. It will
save time for citizens and pro-
vide relief from unnecessary
fees.
Chief Minister Yadav inaugu-

rated the new "Sampada-2.0"
software for e-registration and
e-stamping and virtually inter-
acted with citizens utilizing its
services. 
Surendra Singh Chakrawat
from Hong Kong shared with
Chief Minister Yadav that he
successfully registered a "Power
of Attorney" document in
Ratlam while residing in Hong
Kong, thanks to "Sampada-
2.0." Similarly, Shakti Malik, a
78-year-old originally from
Jabalpur and now based in
Delhi, registered his "Power of
Attorney" document online
through the platform. During
his conversation with Yadav,
Dr. Malik expressed his satis-
faction with the new system in
Madhya Pradesh, noting that
he could complete a task pre-
viously requiring a visit to
Ratlam from the comfort of his
home in Delhi.
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To make the festive season of
2024, a big success for sell-
ers in Madhya Pradesh

and across India, Amazon has
rolled out various initiatives and
innovations. It has announced a
significant reduction in selling
fees - 3% to 12% across categories
such as groceries, fashion and
electronics, to help sellers
increase their earnings and offer
better prices to customers. This
will give sellers an opportunity to
optimize their operations for the
Diwali shopping rush and con-
tinue to drive business growth
after the festivities.
While talking to media persons,
Vikram Despande, Director of
Product Management at Amazon
India, said the upcoming festive
season, is a big opportunity for
SMBs in Madhya Pradesh to
boost their online business
through e-commerce, with a
potential increase in consumer
spending. This year, close to
62,000 sellers from the state,
will list and showcase their prod-
ucts on Amazon.in, reaching
their customers across 100% ser-
viceable pin codes of India. By
taking advantage of the increased
demand, traffic, and special
offers, these sellers can boost
their sales and reach new cus-

tomers.
He further said "At Amazon, we
are committed to empower the
SMBs of Madhya Pradesh by
helping them leverage the bene-
fits of e-commerce. Every year,
we roll out various initiatives to
prepare them for the festive sea-
son through better product list-
ings and selections, which can
help them boost their sales. We
are confident that the reduction
in selling fees, along with rest of
the solutions and features that we
offer, will enable the sellers to
achieve unprecedented success
during the festive season and
beyond."
Amazon is leveraging the power
of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and Machine Learning (ML) to
help sellers streamline their key
operations like registration, list-
ing and advertising, forecast
demand, improve catalogue qual-
ity and product listings, and rec-
ommend deals and promotions.
It has recently launched the Beta
version of Rufus, a GenAI based
shopping assistant trained on
Amazon's product catalogue and
information from across the web.
Rufus can answer customer ques-
tions on shopping needs, prod-
ucts, and comparisons, make
recommendations based on this
context, and facilitate product
discovery. 
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Bhopal: In the induced two
active systems there will be rain
and thunderstorm in 10 districts;
in the heavy and brief rainfall
Ravana's effigies got wet in
Indore. 
The biggest 111 feet Ravana effi-
gy at the Dussehra ground of the
city also got wet while the area
became muddy.
According to the Meteorological
Department, this is happening
because the cyclonic circula-
tion system is active in Sri Lanka
and its nearby area. The second
system is around Lakshadweep.
Due to this, the weather has
changed again in the districts of
southern and eastern parts of
MP. 
Monsoon has departed from 34
districts of the state including
Bhopal, Indore, Gwalior, Ujjain. 
Monsoon will remain in 21 dis-
tricts of Jabalpur, Sagar, Rewa
and Shahdol divisions for three
more days till October 12.
Monsoon has departed from

Indore-Raisen, but it rained
here too on Wednesday.
Rainfall was witnessed in
Manawar of Dhar district on
Thursday.
This year, the state has received
44.1 inches of rain. Jabalpur divi-
sion is at the forefront in terms
of rainfall. Mandla district
received the maximum rainfall
as it received 60.6 inches, among
other 56.8 inches of rainfall was
witnessed in Seoni. More than 52
inches of  rainfall  was recorded
in  in Sheopur, Niwari and
Rajgarh. The top-10 districts
with the highest rainfall include
Bhopal, Sagar, Alirajpur, Dindori
and Chhindwara districts.
In this monsoon season, 200 out
of 250 dams in the state have
been full. There are many dams
including Bargi, Banganga,
Omkareshwar, Indira Sagar,
Tawa, Kaliyasot, Kerwa,
Bhadbhada, whose gates have
been opened 6 to 10 times or
more in the season.
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Bhopal: A 21-year-old youth
committed suicide by haniging
with the ceiling at Vaishali Nagar
in the evening on Wednesday
Kamla Nagat police have started
investigation; reason behind the
suicide remain unknown.
Police said that the body of the
deceased identified as Samar
Pratap was found hanging in a
room of his house on Wednesday
evening.
According to the police, Samar
was rushed to hospital after he
was found hanging. He was taken
to Sharda hospital where he was
declared dead by the doctors.
In the preliminary investigation
police have not found any reason
behind the suicide and no note
mentioning the reason has been
recovered from the spot. 
The youth was having a problem
that was not yet known in the
investigation. The body was sent
for the post mortem. The details
are under investigation. Police
said that the friends and family
would be questioned to reveal the
reason behind the suicide. 
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Joining a growing cho-
rus of dissenting voices
within the ruling

Bharatiya Janata Party,
Patan MLA Ajay Vishnoi
has accused the state gov-
ernment in Madhya
Pradesh of bending back-
ward to please the liquor
mafia.
Vishnoi claims that the
entire State government
has bowed down before
the liquor syndicate. He
also shared a video show-
ing party MLA Pradeep
Patel prostrating before
the Additional SP of his
constituency, Mauganj.
Patel decided on this action
after the senior police offi-
cial refused to heed his
repeated complaints about
what the MLA describes as

growing incidents of crime
in the area.
The video, which was
shared a number of times
on X (Twitter), shows an
exasperated Patel prostrat-
ing with folded hands
while saying, "If you can't
control the goons, let them
kill me."
Vishnoi's comment on
social media comes near-
ly six months after his
sworn opponent, Nilesh
Awasthi, was inducted into
the BJP in March. Vishnoi

was quick to express his
displeasure at the time.
Those in the know say
that matters came to a
head after Awasthi, a for-
mer Congress MLA, joined
and presented a fresh chal-
lenge to Vishnoi within his
own party.
Naturally miffed over the
induction, Vishnoi took
to social media and post-
ed a six-minute audio clip
criticizing the former
Congress MLA.
Vishnoi and Awasthi both

contested the 2023 assem-
bly election from Patan;
this time, the former
avenged his defeat at the
hands of Awasthi in 2018.
With their rivalry span-
ning a considerable period,
Vishnoi reacted to
Awasthi's inclusion in his
party, saying, "Former
MLA of Patan, brother
Nilesh Awasthi, is wel-
come in BJP. It is our com-
pulsion to welcome those
who join BJP."
Not stopping there,
Vishnoi went on to say that
it was important for peo-
ple to familiarize them-
selves with Awasthi's views
about the Congress, as the
leader had quit the party to
join the BJP.
"I am sending an audio. In
this six-minute audio,
Nilesh ji is praising former

Congress CM Kamal Nath
and other leaders, explain-
ing why he is leaving
Congress," he said. "After
three and a half minutes in
the audio, he states that
after he joins the BJP, what
will happen to the BJP
workers." He also used
filthy language toward the
BJP workers, said the MLA
in his social media post at
the time.
Political observers feel that
in the new government,
those who have come from
Congress are receiving
more importance than
those who have dedicated
their entire lives to the saf-
fron party. Vishnoi's recent
comments clearly show
his annoyance with the
state government for mar-
ginalizing party old-
timers.
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Following a comprehen-
sive drubbing in the
recently concluded elec-

tions in Haryana, the Madhya
Pradesh Congress chief, Jitu
Patwari, has shifted gears,
ostensibly at the behest of the
party high command.
After having launched massive
agitations against the ruling BJP
in the state, Patwari on
Thursday shunted 11 block
presidents of the party for
neglecting missives from the
state Congress headquarters.
Party sources said that the state
headquarters of the party is
maintaining a close watch on
the activities of party workers
and leaders. 
In the past month alone,
Congress has launched two

agitations in Madhya Pradesh.
While the first sought a high-
er MSP for soybean farmers, the
other targeted the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party over its
failure to control crimes against
women and children.
The Congress party said that
the ouster of the 11 block pres-
idents—including seven from
Chhindwara, two from Dhar,
and one each from Alirajpur
and Jhabua—was caused by
their disinterest in party activ-
ities and their neglect of party
directives.
Congress insiders say that a
similar situation has been found
with 11 district presidents, and
they would also be taken to
task. 
They also claimed that even
those party corporators in the
state not taking interest in

party activities would also be
dealt with strictly.Following his
first disciplinary move, party
sources said that the PCC chief
has sent out a clear signal to
party leaders to actively engage
in party activities and follow
directives from the state head-
quarters or face the music.
The media in-charge of the state
unit of Congress, Mukesh
Nayak, told The Pioneer that
the PCC chief himself is quite
active and wants the party
workers to remain active. 
The working of party office
bearers is being monitored
continuously in all districts of
the state.Regarding the
announcement of the executive
of the Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC), Nayak stat-
ed that it would be declared in
a couple of days.
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For the entertainment and
maintain enthusiasm of the
police families, DGP Sudhir

Saxena has taken a special ini-
tiative and Madhya Pradesh
Police "Garba Mahotsav" orga-
nized in Police Line Nehru Nagar
for the last 3 years. 
The Garba was organized on
October 8 and 9 under the guid-
ance of Director General of
Police Saxena which concluded
with dance on filmy and religious
tunes. 
The participants enjoyed the
Garba Mahotsav by dancing on
different tunes and steps. 
About 1100 participants includ-
ing girls and women of Bhopal
Police, 7th Battalion, 23rd
Battalion, and 25th Battalion

participated in the grand Garba
and made it grand and joyful.
Along with this, apart from the
police family, the city residents
also reached the Garba venue and
enjoyed the Police Garba.
On the second day of the grand
Garba The day was inaugurated
by DGP Saxena by performing
the aarti of Ambe Maa. All the
senior officers of the police
department were present with
their families and enjoyed the
grand Garba festival with the
police families.
An exhibition was organized by
the Women Security Branch,
Traffic Police for awareness at the
Garba venue and the people of
the police families had set up 35
stalls of food and delicacies,
which were visited by DGP
Saxena and other officers and

appreciated all of them. 
After the ceremony, DGP Saxena
while addressing praised all the
participants and said that all the
participants made the Garba fes-
tival special and successful by
working very hard. Everyone
made the Police Garba grand and
successful with enthusiasm and
full zeal. Everyone deserves con-
gratulations for this. I hope that
in the coming year there will be
an even better grand Garba pro-
gram. Heartiest wishes of
Navratri and Dussehra to all the
families.
After that, the police families
were congratulated for the said
event. The women and girls
thanked the Director General of
Police and expressed their grati-
tude later  DGP Saxena present-
ed gifts to all the participants.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav said that a new his-
tory of cultural evolution

is being written under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi. Vikramotsav-
2025 and Akhil Bharatiya Kalidas
Samaroha to be held in Madhya
Pradesh will be organized grand-
ly. Chief Minister Dr. Yadav said
that during the event in Ujjain,
guests and students should be
introduced to the history, sci-
ence, culture, and values ??of
Ujjain along with Mahakal
Devdarshan. Chief Minister Dr.
Yadav reviewed Vikramotsav-
2025, Akhil Bharatiya Kalidas
Samaroha, and the museum
being constructed by Veer Bharat
Trust in Mantralaya.
Addressing the Central
Committee meeting of Kalidas
Sanskrit Academy, Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav said that the
Kalidas celebrations start from
the Gadkalika temple. An
inscription on Kalidasa’s con-
nection with the Gadhakalika
temple and its importance
should be established. Besides,
information boards for the gen-
eral public should also be put up
at other places related to Kalidas.
Yadav sought information about
the awards given during the
Kalidas Samman Samaroha and
gave instructions to increase the
amount given under the awards.
Necessary instructions were
given after a detailed discussion
on the invitation of guests, pro-
gramme format, awards and cul-
tural programmes, and other
arrangements at the function.
Kalidas Samaroh will be orga-

nized from 12 to 18 November.
It will start on November 10 with
Vaagarchan at Gadkalika temple
in Ujjain. Chief Minister Dr.
Yadav learned about the outline
of Kalidas celebrations through
a presentation.
Yadav said that Kalidas Sanskrit
Academy is organized every
year. In this, a permanent struc-
ture should be built instead of a
temporary structure. This will
reduce the expenditure incurred
on temporary structures each
time. He said that a plan for
infrastructure construction
should be made keeping in mind
the cultural events and creative
activities to be held throughout
the year. He said that special
attention should be paid to the
branding and publicity of Kalidas
Samaroha. Ujjain and
Mahakaleshwar have been spe-
cially mentioned in Meghdoot by
Kalidas. This should be pro-
moted by linking it to Mahakal,
to enhance the dignity of the
event.
Yadav said that the festival of
Gudi Padwa will be celebrated as
‘Srishti Aarambh Diwas’ in the
entire state along with Ujjain on
March 30. The Department of
Culture organizes events and
festivals in and outside the state.
Vikramotsav of Ujjain has cre-
ated its own identity.
Yadav, while reviewing the
preparations for Vikramotsav
2025, gave necessary instructions
on the outline of the event, cul-
tural programme, trade fair,
exhibition, and Vichar Samagam.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav said
that experts in science and
astronomy should be invited to
Vikramotsav at the National
Scientific Conference.
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Sewa Sadan Eye Hospital
organized Inter school-
collegiate students paint-

ing competition on the sub-
ject of eye care awareness on
the occasion of World Sight
Day today. These paintings
on the theme "Love your
eyes", were dipicted on the
walls of new hospital build-
ing which is under con-
struction at Airport Road,
Gandhi Nagar. This compe-
tition was jointly organized
by INGO CBM and Sewa
Sadan Eye Hospital. As many
as 107 students from 14
schools and colleges partici-
pated in the painting com-
petition. 
Out of them, 24 groups of
those students were formed,
who created 24 paintings on
the parts of the outer wall of
the hospital in the last two
days, increasing awareness
about eye care. Bhopal
CMHO, Dr Prabhakar
Tiwari was the chief guest
while State Program Officer

for Blindness Control, Dr.
Anshul Upadhyay presided
over the function at the pro-
gram organized on conclud-
ing ceremony of the compe-
tition. They both viewed the
paintings of the students. 
On this occasion, Dr. Prerna
Upadhyay, Dr. Rashmi Apte
of Sewa Sadan, Managing
Trustee A.C. Sadhwani,
Trustees Hero
Gyanchandani, Rajkumar
Mulchandani, Suresh
Awatramani, Sant Sewak L.C.
Janiyani, Dr. Hemant Sinha,

P.S. Rathore, Kushal
Dharmani, Manoj
Dhawadiya and Bharti
Janiyani were also present. In
the beginning, Dr. Prabhakar
and Dr. Anshul saw the
paintings which were
sketched and painted by the
students in last 2 days. In this
competition, the team of BSS
College was awarded the first
prize of Rs 5000, Mithi
Gobindram Public School
was awarded the second prize
of Rs 3500 and Navnidh
School was awarded third

prize of Rs 2500.
Dr. Prabhakar Tiwari said
that the students have made
good paintings. He congrat-
ulated Students of all the
institutions. Dr. Tiwari said
that Sewa Sadan Eye Hospital
is rendering remarkable ser-
vices in the prevention of
controllable blindness. 
He said that the imagination
of the students in controlling
blindness is worth apprecia-
ble. Students have adequate
knowledge of eye care at an
early age, they will definite-
ly increase awareness in the
society. 
Dr Anshul Upadhyaya said
that great importance is
given to the words of chil-
dren in the family. Due to
change in lifestyle in the
society and increased use of
mobile, TV, laptop, tablet
and electronic gadgets, peo-
ple's screen time has
increased a lot, which has
started bad effect on their
vision. Dr. Anshul congrat-
ulated all the students and
the winning teams for mak-

ing excellent paintings. Dr.
Rashmi Apte said that due to
increased screen time on
electronic gadgets, dryness
and itching in the eyes of
even young children has
started. If this is the case,
they should consult an eye
specialist without wasting
time. 
Dr Rashmi said that it is safer
to watch TV or laptop
instead of watching on
mobile. 
She said that after thirty min-
utes of screen time, it is nec-
essary to give thirty seconds
of rest to the eyes. Increasing
screen time can cause near
sightedness (myopia) at an
early age. In the beginning,
AC Sadhwani welcomed the
guests and said that the
theme of this year's World
Sight Day event has been kept
as "Love your Eyes-children".
The guests were honored
with Shawl and mementoes.
The program was conducted
by Ms. Bharti Janiyani while
P.S. Rathore proposed vote of
thanks.
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A11-year-old girl and
her 5-year-old broth-
er died while two oth-

ers escaped with injuries
after their speeding bike col-
lided with a divider in
Chhoti Jhagaria located in
the Ratibad police station
area on Wednesday.
Four people including the
father and brother were
injured. All the injured are
being treated at Hamidia
Hospital. The police have
registered a case and started
an investigation. After the
post-mortem, the bodies
were handed over to the
family on Thursday after-
noon.
According to ASI Gangaram
Singh, Sunil Maravi, a resi-
dent of Seoni, works at a
crusher in Secunderabad.
His family also lives at the
crusher. On Wednesday
afternoon, he was going to
Salkanpur on a bike with his

daughter Vaishali (11), sons
Rohit (9), Rohan (5) along
with his brother-in-law
Chintu alias Ankit and friend
Arjun Narve. There were six
persons on the bike.
The bike reached Chhoti
Jhagaria, about three kilo-
meters from the crusher,
when their bike went out of
control and collided with
the divider. The people rid-
ing the bike were seriously
injured in the accident. As
soon as police were informed
they reached the spot and
admitted the injured to the
hospital for treatment where
Vaishali and Rohan died
early Thursday morning
while Sunil is reportedly
critical.
ASI Gangaram Singh said
that the wife of injured Sunil
Marawi had refused to go to
Salkanpur. She used to do
cleaning work in houses. So
she had gone to work due to
which Sunil had gone with
the children.
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Bhpal: Demanding changes in
the road under construction
farmers of Khajuri Kalan
protested outside the bungalow
of Minister of State Krishna
Gaur on Link Road No. 1 on
Thursday; they left after 2
hours of protest as Gaur failed
to meet them. 
The farmers have come to
complain about the width of the
road under construction in the
village. They protested by sit-
ting  outside the bungalow for
about two hours. However,
they returned after Minister
Gaur failed to meet the protest-
ing farmers.

Farmer Kuber Singh Rajput
said an 80 feet road is being
built in the village from Indian
Bank to New Bypass which is a
good thing for passersby and
villagers, but the government
has acquired the land of the
farmers. Compensation has not
been given for it and at the
same time the construction of
the road is not of good quality.
He said the road has been
diverted in the fields of 8 farm-
ers in Khajuri Kalan village. We
have said that if any religious
place is coming in the way of
road construction, then it
should be displaced.
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In a minor reshuffle, the
state government of
Madhya Pradesh on

Thursday issued transfer and
posting orders for six IAS
officersAs per the orders
Niwari Collector Arun
Kumar Vishwakarma has
been appointed as the
Additional Director with the
State Agricultural Marketing
Board.Vishwakarma will be
replaced by Lokesh Kumar
Jangid, the Collector of
Sheopur. Kishore Kanyal
takes over as the new
Collector of Sheopur, he was
earlier an Under Secretary in
the Forest Department at the
Mantralaya.
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In a first of its kind event,
the district of Chhatarpur
in Madhya Pradesh saw

more than 500 Anganwadis
and their supporting villages
and community members
celebrating their youngest
children. 
In the past 3 years, the
District Dept of Women and
Child Development has been
making progress in ensuring
the best quality Early
Childhood Education in their
Anganwadis under the lead-
ership of District Collector,
Parth Jaiswal with the able
guidance of the DPO, Rajiv
Singh. 
They have taken multiple
steps to improve infrastruc-
ture, curriculum, training
for the Anganwadi workers
and helpers and even
launched programs to
involve the parents in learn-
ing activities through play.
The district has partnered
with Key Education
Foundation as an Early
Childhood Education tech-
nical partner. 
Notably, he culmination of all
these efforts as learning and
play are celebrated not just by
Anganwadis but by the com-
munities at large. District

officials, parents, grandpar-
ents and all others came to
the Anganwadis to play, learn
and recognize the impor-
tance of the early childhood
years. The Anganwadi
Workers have prepared all
week to ensure that families
can experience the
Anganwadi activities as chil-
dren do. Anganwadis wit-
nessed children and families
playing together, doing activ-
ities, participating in games,
observing displays of chil-
dren's work and most impor-
tantly having fun together. 
"I did not even realize how
time flew by this week enjoy-
ing Bachpan Manao prepa-
ration with the community.
I also felt good showing the
learning stations that I set up
to the parents. I would like to
do this every year!" said
Sarita Agrawal, Anganwadi
Worker.
"Parents were so happy today
to come and see how much
their children are learning in
the Anganwadis. It sends a
great message to members of
the community who hesitate
to send their children to
Anganwadi. We must con-
tinue to strive for this excel-
lence in all our Anganwadis!"
- Sushma Ahirwar,
Anganwadi Supervisor.

The district used creative
methods like handmade invi-
tations by the children and
radio bulletins to ensure
maximum awareness and
participation in Bachpan
Manao.
"The district awarded cer-
tificates to every child to
recognize their uniqueness
and celebrate their perfor-
mance. 
It is an effort to recognize and
ensure a ripple effect in the
mindset change to put the
child at the centre and the
best way to do that is to rec-
ognize the child in us!
Bachpan Manao is a good
way to put the focus on
every child at a local level by
celebrating childhood in
every Anganwadi and vil-
lage." - Rajiv Singh, DPO.
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Social media influencers and
telehealth companies

engaged in promoting false
and misleading medical pre-
scriptions or medicines on
online platforms beware! They
are under the scrutiny of India’s
top drug regulator, the Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO) aiming
to protect consumers from
false claims that promise quick
fixes, ensuring that accurate
and safe medical information
prevails.
“We are taking appropriate
actions against such deceptive
medical contents” Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI), CDSCO Rajeev
Singh Raghuvanshi said,
though he did not share the

number of such cases in
which action has been taken
so far.
The DCGI was talking to
reporters on the sidelines of
the CII Pharma and Life
Sciences summit here
recently.
Consumer activists have been
raising concerns about the
potential risks posed by
influencers and telehealth
companies that disseminate
deceptive medical content for

commercial gain on social
media. This can place
consumers at risk of severe
and lasting side effects,
underscoring the need for
vigilance in monitoring such
promotions, they say.
To another query,
Raghuvanshi said that
manufacturers of around 45
medicines have been ordered
to recall their products for not
meeting quality norms, while
action has been initiated to
book the makers of five
spurious drugs.
Every month, he said the
CDSCO samples and tests
about more than 2,000
samples from the market, and
out of that, “some 40-50, of
them fail in one or the other
parameter, which could be
very minor parameters, also
not of any health risk and we

put those details on our
portal.” The Drug and
Cosmetics Act, has all the
provisions to take care of the
issue related to fake medicine
and spurious drugs, he said.
Last month, more than 50
drugs, including antacids and
paracetamol, were listed in
CDSCO’s monthly list of
substandard or fake
medicines sold in India.
Department of
Pharmaceuticals, Secretary
Arunish Chawla talked about
the measures being taken for
drug development in India
and said that as many as 16
blockbuster molecules
targeted for a wide range of
therapeutic areas, including
cancer, diabetes, HIV and
tuberculosis, are in the
pipeline to be produced in
India.
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Amitabh Bachchan, Salman
Khan, Priyanka Chopra

Jonas, and SS Rajamouli were
among the prominent cinema
personalities who mourned
the death of Tata Group’s chair-
man emeritus and legendary
industrialist Ratan Tata.
Telugu film personalities,
including Chiranjeevi,
Mahesh Babu, Junior NTR
and others on Thursday
mourned the demise of
veteran industrialist Ratan
Tata, hailing his philanthropy
and contributions to the
country’s industrial progress.
Bachchan called Tata’s death
the end of an era. The
megastar, who along with
Bipasha Basu and John
Abraham, had worked in the
2004 film “Aetbaar” produced
by Tata.
“Just came to learn of the
passing of Shri Ratan Tata ..
Was working very late .. An
era has ended .. A most
respected , humble yet
visionary leader of immense

foresight and resolve . Spent
some wonderful moments
with him, during several
Campaigns we were involved
in together .My prayers,”
Bachchan said in a social
media post.
Basu remembered the
industrialist for his simplicity
and empathy.In a social
media post, Salman said he
was “deeply saddened” by
Tata’s passing.
“Goodbye to The Titan... Fly
high like you loved... And oh
how you taught us to love,”
Kareena Kapoor Khan wrote
alongside a picture of a
younger Tata, who held
licenses to fly both jets and
helicopters, sitting in a fighter
plane.
Ajay Devgn, who was one of
the first film stars to pay
condolence, said the world
mourns the loss of a visionary.
“Ratan Tata’s legacy will
forever inspire generations.
His contributions to India
and beyond are
immeasurable. We are deeply
grateful. Rest in peace, Sir,” he
wrote on the microblogging

site.
Priyanka said Tata touched
the lives of millions through
his kindness.  Alia Bhatt said
Tata taught multiple
generations “what it is to
give”.
Diljit, who is currently on the
European leg of his ‘Dil-
Luminati Tour’, paid homage
to the entrepreneur at his
concert in Dusseldorf,
Germany.
“It was important to mention
his name here because his life
was all about hard work. I
never read anywhere that he
spoke ill of anyone.
“He did hard work and
charity, and that’s what life is
To be helpful to people. He
lived an unblemished life,”
said the singer-actor, in a
video posted by his team on
social media.
Legends are born, and they
live forever, said Rajamouli.
“It’s hard to imagine a day
without using a TATA
product. Ratan Tata’s legacy is
woven into everyday life. If
anyone will stand the test of
time alongside the

Panchabhootas, it’s him,” the
filmmaker said.
Akshay Kumar said he was
“heartbroken” to hear about
Tata’s demise.  “The world
bids farewell to a man who
built more than just an
empire... His legacy of

kindness, innovation, and
leadership will continue to
inspire generations. Rest in
peace, a true legend. Om
Shanti,” he wrote on X.
Dharmendra said his dream
of meeting Tata remained
unfulfilled.  “A humble king,

who after his workers like his
own children. Sir, you will
always be remembered with
great love and respect,” the
veteran star said in a social
media post.
Actor-host Simi Garewal, who
once hosted Tata on her
popular talk show
“Rendezvous With Simi
Garewal, penned a heartfelt
note for him.  “They say you
have gone. It’s too hard to bear
your loss too hard  Farewell
my friend,” she wrote.
Veteran actor and TMC MP
Shatrughan Sinha called Tata
a ‘Bharat Ratna’ in true sense.
“Finest human being,
philanthropist business
tycoon our very own
#RatanTata is no more. His
contributions to
society/nation are enormous.
Thoughts & prayers are with
the family & friends in their
hour of grief for their
irreplaceable & irreparable
loss. Rest in eternal peace
(sic)” Sinha wrote.
Ranveer Singh shared a black-
and-white photo of Tata with
an infinity emoticon. For

Kamal Haasan, he was a
“personal hero”.
“A national treasure whose
contributions in nation-
building shall forever be
etched in the story of modern
India. His true richness lay
not in material wealth but in
his ethics, integrity, humility
and patriotism,” he wrote.
The “Indian 2” star recalled
meeting Tata in the aftermath
of the 2008 Mumbai attacks
while he was staying at the
iconic Taj Hotel.
“In that moment of national
crisis, the titan stood tall and
became the embodiment of
the Indian spirit, to rebuild
and emerge stronger as a
nation.”
Actor and fellow Parsi Boman
Irani praised Tata for his
contributions to the country,
ranging from industry,
philanthropy, elegance,
humanity and his angel like
devotion to animals.
“What an honourable human
being. Rest in peace Sir,” said
Sushmita Sen. “Deeply
saddened by the tragic news of
Shri Ratan Tata. He upheld the

values of integrity, grace,
dignity through everything he
did and was truly an icon and
Taj of India. RIP Sir, you have
touched so many lives,” wrote
actor Anushka Sharma.

Telugu film personalities,
including Chiranjeevi,
Mahesh Babu, Junior NTR
mourned the demise of
veteran industrialist, hailing
his philanthropy and
contributions to the country’s
industrial progress.
Ratan Tata’s demise is a sad
day for all Indians. For
generations together, there is
not a single Indian whose life
has not been touched by his
services one way or the other,
Chiranjeevi said.
“One of the greatest
visionaries our country has
ever seen, a truly legendary
industrialist, a philanthropist
extraordinaire and a human
being par excellence, Shri
Ratan Tata’s contributions not
only built the Illustrious
TATA brand into a global
powerhouse but also
stupendously contributed to
our Nation building,” he said.
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The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has

raised concerns over five fatal
incidents involving open
drains in the national capital
reported over the past four
months, including the recent
death of a five-year-old boy in
Alipur.  Other cases involved
a 32-year-old man in
Bhajanpura, a seven-year-old
boy in Ashok Vihar, and fatal-
ities in Ghazipur and Burari.
Taking serious view in the
matter highlighting gross
negligence by civic
authorities the Apex human
rights body on Thursday said
that it has issued notices to
the Delhi Government, the
city police chief, the DDA
and the MCD over reports
that a five-year-old boy died
allegedly after falling into an
open drain in Alipur area of
northwest Delhi on October
7.

The NHRC has observed the
contents of the news report
about death of the boy last
week and noted that the
contractor, who worked
there, had reportedly left the
drain open at various places
without placing any warning
signs, the statement by the
NHRC said.
This case and similar
incidents in the recent past, if
true, raise a serious issue of
violation of the human rights
of the victims due to

apparent negligence of the
civic authorities, said the
rights body.
It is indeed very concerning
that such incidents
indicating negligence by the
public authorities continue to
happen in the national
capital. Many human lives
were reported lost due to
drowning and electrocution
in Delhi of which it had
taken suo motu cognisance
and asked the authorities to
be vigilant, the rights panel

said.
Accordingly, “it has issued
notices to the chief secretary,
government of Delhi, the
commissioner of Delhi
Police, the vice-chairman of
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) and the
commissioner of the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), seeking a
detailed report within four
weeks,” the statement said.
The report is expected to
include the status of the FIRs
in all such cases, action taken
against officials responsible,
and compensation, if any,
paid to the next of kin of the
deceased. The Commission
would also like to know
about the steps taken or
proposed by the authorities
to stop recurrence of such
incidents, the statement said.
The NHRC emphasised the
need for accountability and
improved safety measures to
prevent such tragedies in the
future.
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Senior RSS functionaries will
deliberate on a range of

contemporary issues and chalk
out future plans during a two-
day national executive meeting
of the organisation scheduled
to begin in Uttar Pradesh’s
Mathura on October 25.
The meeting in Parkham
village near the temple town
will also discuss the
“organisational goals” that
has to be achieved by next
year when the RSS completes
100 years of its foundation,
according to a statement
uploaded by the organisation
on its website on Thursday.
“This year, the meeting of the
Akhil Bharatiya Karyakari
Mandal of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) is
going to be held on 25 and 26
October in Parkham village

near Mathura in Braj
province of western Uttar
Pradesh,” RSS national media
and communications in-
charge Sunil Ambekar said in
the statement.
All the heads of the RSS’ 46
provincial units, general
secretaries and ‘pracharaks’
are expected to attend the
meeting, he said.

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat,
general secretary Dattatereya
Hosabale, all joint general
secretaries and other
members of the national
executive will be present at
the meeting, he added.
Ahead of the national
executive meeting, Bhagwat
will deliver his annual speech
on the occasion of
Vijayadashami at
Reshimbaug ground in
Nagpur on Saturday.
“There will be a detailed
discussion in the meeting on
the plans for follow-up of the
important issues (to be)
mentioned in the speech of
the Sarsanghchalak ji (RSS
chief ) on the occasion of
Vijayadashami,” Ambekar
said. 
The national executive at its
meeting will also discuss
“contemporary issues” in the
country, he added.

����� ���	
���
/	

Judges are supposed to act in
a manner that is “unencum-

bered” by popular morality
while deciding constitutional
and legal questions, Chief Justice
of India (CJI) D Y Chandrachud
has said.
The CJI on Wednesday was

speaking at the Bhutan
Distinguished Speakers’
Forum, a part of the Jigme
Singye Wangchuck Lecture
Series, on the subject of
‘Judicial legitimacy through
accessibility, transparency and
technology: the Indian
experience’. He also spoke on
the credibility of judiciary and
the “institutional trust”
bestowed in courts.
The 50th CJI said institutional
trust in courts and their
credibility was the very basis of
a thriving constitutional order

and the courts did not directly
hold resources as trustees of
people.
“Public trust is central to the
credibility of the judicial
branch which is otherwise
insulated from public opinion
in its operations as it must be.
The Indian Supreme Court
prides itself in being the
people’s court,” the CJI said.
Judiciary on several occasions
questioned the distributional
fairness of state largesse such
as contracts and natural
resources by other wings of the
government, he added.
He further opined that though
as public functionaries, courts
were vested with the
responsibility to give effect to
equity, these judicial bodies
were not directly in charge of
the manner in which resources
were to be distributed.
“It does, however, fall upon us

to adjudicate the fairness of
that distribution, should it be
questioned,” added the CJI.
Distinguishing between the
role of the political executive
and the judiciary, he
emphasised that at the level of
the trial courts, judicial
officers were trained to apply
the letter and the spirit of the
law with clinical detachment
from the popularity of their
decisions.
“Judges are supposed to act in
a manner that is
unencumbered by popular
morality when deciding
Constitutional or legal
questions,” he said.
According to the CJI, it was in
that sense that neither the
appointment, nor the
continuity of judges was
determined by the popular
mandate enjoyed by their
decisions. “In fact populist

decision-making sits rather
uncomfortably on the sinewy
shoulders of judicial
independence,” he said.
Highlighting the importance
of transparency, CJI
Chandrachud said sunlight
was not only the best
disinfectant but also begets
public trust and helps keep the
house in order and serves as an
internal check on the
functioning of the courts
across the country.
“It ensures that our
institutions are better-
managed and use their
resources effectively,” he said,
adding that measures such as
live-streaming of court
proceedings have helped foster
internal efficiency,
accountability and
institutional stability.

He also referred to the
concept of Public Interest

Litigation jurisdiction in India
and said it became a unique
part of the nation’s
constitutional order, which
was co-opted by several other
jurisdictions.
“Substantive outcomes are
only a part of the courts’
accountability. 
Judicial institutions are
assessed by the people based
on substantive metrics such as
consistency of outcomes and
adherence to constitutional
values of equity, fairness and
justice,” he said. Pointing out
that not only judicial decisions
but also the roads leading up
to them, must be transparent,
navigable by everyone with or
without a legal education and
must be broad enough to
accommodate everyone, the
CJI said India has been using
technology to counter barriers
to accessibility to the courts.

(���#,��
�	��������
���������������������)��
�	���

��*� ������


�������
	�����
	�

����
����
"�����

!��
���	�

!����
�	����
��
�

RSS to hold national executive meeting in Mathura
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The swearing-in of the new
BJP government in

Haryana is likely to take place
after Dussehra and factors like
caste and region equations may
be considered while deciding
the cabinet. A BJP leader from
the state said the swearing-in
ceremony of the new govern-
ment is likely to take place after
Dussehra festival, which falls on
October 12. Haryana can have
a maximum of 14 ministers,
including the chief minister.
BJP now has nine MLAs from
the Dalit community, eight
with Punjabi origins, seven
Brahmins, and six each from
the Jats and the Yadavs. The
party now also has Gurjars,
Rajputs, Vaishyas, and an
OBC leader. Eight out of 10
ministers in the outgoing
Saini cabinet faced defeat in
the Haryana assembly polls.
The two who won are
Mahipal Dhanda and Mool
Chand Sharma from Panipat
Rural and Ballabhgarh seats
respectively. Both Dhanda,
who comes from the Jat
community, and Sharma, a

senior leader and a Brahmin
face, are among the
ministerial probables in the
new government, sources
said.
Nayab Singh Saini had met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and other senior BJP
leaders in Delhi on
Wednesday ahead of his likely
swearing-in as the head of the
new dispensation in the state
following the party’s win in
the assembly polls.On
Thursday, Saini also met
Union minister and the BJP’s
election in-charge for

Haryana, Dharmendra
Pradhan, in the national
capital.
The BJP had indicated during
the elections that Saini, who
replaced Manohar Lal Khattar
as chief minister in March and
hails from the Other
Backward Classes, will be its
choice for the top post if it
wins.
The party ended up with its
best-ever haul of 48 seats, 11
more than the Congress. The
JJP and the AAP were
decimated and the INLD
managed to win just two

seats.The BJP, which pulled
off a hat-trick of wins by
bucking anti-incumbency,
managed to make significant
inroads into the Dalit seats
and Jat strongholds and
continued its dominance in
the Ahirwal belt.Out of 17
Scheduled Caste (SC) seats in
Haryana, the BJP won eight
assembly constituencies.
Among the leaders from the
Dalit community who could
be in reckoning for the
ministerial berths include
senior leader Krishan Lal
Panwar, who won from Israna
seat and Krishan
Kumar.Panwar, a Rajya Sabha
member, had fought the
assembly elections.Former
MLA Krishan Kumar, who
won from Narwana, could
also be the ministerial choice.
In the Ahirwal belt in south
Haryana, the party won ten of
the eleven seats.Most of the
candidates in this belt are
believed to be close to Union
Minister and Gurgaon MP,
Rao Inderjit Singh.Rao’s
daughter Arti Singh Rao, who
won from Ateli seat, is also in
reckoning for a ministerial
berth. Om Prakash Yadav,

who won from Narnaul and
senior leader Rao Narbir
Singh, who won from
Badshahpur, are also in the
race, sources said.Among
other women faces in addition
to Arti, senior leader Kiran
Choudhry’s daughter Shruti, a
former MP, who won from
Tosham assembly seat, Shakti
Rani Sharma, who won from
Kalka, are also in the race.
While all the three
independents who won have
declared that they will
support the new government
once it is formed, among
them Hisar MLA Savitri
Jindal’s name has not been
ruled out from the ministerial
race, sources said.
Among others in contention
include BJP leaders Anil Vij
(Ambala Cantt), Shyam Singh
Rana (Radaur), Jagmohan
Anand (Karnal), Harvinder
Kalyan (Gharaunda), Krishan
Lal Middha (Jind), Arvind
Kumar Sharma (Gohana),
Vipul Goel (Faridabad),
Nikhil Madaan (Sonipat) and
Ghanshyam Dass
(Yamunanagar).Devender
Attri, who won from Uchana
Kalan, is also a probable.

BJP set for swearing-in Haryana post Dussehra
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An architect by qualification
and an aviator by passion,

Ratan Tata embarked on his
heavenly journey more than
two-and-a-half years after loss-
making Air India fly back to the
Tata hangar.
Tata, 86, breathed his last on
the night of October 9, little
over a month before the
completion of the Air India-
Vistara merger that will also
see Singapore Airlines
snapping up 25.1 per cent
stake in Air India.
He flew planes and fighter
aircraft but his longing for
Tatas to pilot Air India again
remained a dream till January
2022. For years, many
headwinds came the way in
the group’s efforts to come
back into the aviation space
through Air India.
Finally, the aviation efforts
took wings, first with AirAsia
India and the second with
Vistara, a joint venture with
Singapore Airlines.
AirAsia India  which changed
its name to AIX Connect and
got merged with Air India
Express on October 1 this year
first took to the skies in 2014

as a joint venture with
Malaysia’s AirAsia Berhad.
The budget airline later was
wholly-owned by the Tata
Group.
Vistara started flying in
January 2015 as a full-service
carrier.
“The Tata Group welcomes
Air India’s new customers and
is excited to work together to
make Air India the airline of
choice in terms of passenger
comfort and service,” Ratan
Tata said in a message days
after completing the
acquisition of the airline on
January 27, 2022.
Set up by JRD Tata in 1932,
Tata Airlines was later
nationalised and the name
was also changed to Air India.
Over the years, Ratan Tata’s
longing to bring back Air
India under the stewardship
of Tata Group remained a
dream.
Back in 1994, Tata Group and
Singapore Airlines made
efforts to set up a joint venture
airline in India. Six years later,
they again tried to enter the
country’s aviation market, this
time by teaming up to acquire
stakes in Air India.
However, the two attempts did
not take-off. Finally, the

dream was realised as Vistara
took to the Indian skies in
January 2015. And in
November 2022, Tata Group
announced the merger of
Vistara with Air India.
Singapore Airlines CEO Goh
Choon Phong, who described
Tata as a cherished partner
and a dear friend, said Tata
played a pivotal role in setting
up Vistara over a decade ago,
laying the foundation for a
strong and enduring
relationship between Tata
Sons and Singapore Airlines.
According to Vistara CEO
Vinod Kannan, the aviation
vertical was especially close to
Tata’s heart.
In the words of Remi Maillard,
President & Managing
Director at Airbus India &
South Asia, Tata’s passion for
aviation is well known and his
zeal and vision for the revival
of Air India as part of the Tata
family will continue to inspire.
While paying tributes to Tata,
InterGlobe Enterprises Group
Managing Director Rahul
Bhatia on Thursday said
IndiGo will, ever so modestly,
walk alongside Air India to
secure India’s rightful seat at
the centre stage of global
aviation.
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The Samajwadi Party’s (SP)
recent decision to field six

candidates for the upcoming
by-elections in Uttar Pradesh,
without consulting Congress,
has cast a shadow on the
INDIA alliance’s stability, par-
ticularly in the state. 
This move highlights the
growing friction between SP
and Congress, sparking con-
cerns over Congress's dimin-
ishing role in the alliance
and its potential marginal-
ization in Uttar Pradesh's
political landscape.
The timing couldnot be worse
for Congress, which has been
struggling to regain ground
after a disappointing perfor-
mance in the Haryana elec-
tions. Political observers
argue that this setback has
further weakened Congress’s
bargaining power within the
INDIA bloc, especially in
states dominated by powerful
regional parties like SP. The
unilateral decision by SP hints

at the internal tug-of-war
within the al l iance and
Congress’s shrinking clout in
crucial  decision-making
processes.
Political commentator Manoj
Bhadra expressed concern
over SP’s announcement. “By
declaring candidates without
consulting Congress, SP has
signaled a shift in its strategy.
The Congress-SP alliance,
which showed some success
in past elections, seems to be
unraveling.” 
He said that the two parties
had previously collaborated
effectively, stalling the BJP's
advance in UP. However, the
latest development shows SP
distancing itself  f rom
Congress, possibly question-
ing the party’s relevance in the
alliance.
A senior SP leader, speaking
anonymously, highlighted
Congress's eroding voter base
and urged the party to
reassess its rigid approach to
seat-sharing. “Congress needs
to be realistic. Their recent
defeat in Haryana shows a

clear decline. If they contin-
ue with their  stubborn
approach, they risk being left
out of the political game in
UP.” Reports indicate that
Congress had initially sought
to contest five seats in the by-
elections—seats currently
held by the BJP. However, SP’s
move to go ahead without

their input has strained rela-
tions. “Despite Congress
requesting a share of five
seats, SP’s independent deci-
sions ref lect  Congress’s
diminishing influence in
Uttar Pradesh,” a senior
Congress leader admitted.
Congress’s UP in-charge,
Avinash Pandey, acknowl-

edged that SP had sidelined
the party during the candidate
select ion process but
remained hopeful of an even-
tual agreement. “We still
believe that an alliance is
possible. Congress and SP
can, and should, contest these
by-elections together,” he said,
trying to downplay the ten-

sion.
Ajay Rai, President of UP
Congress, echoed similar sen-
timents, emphasizing that
their “Samvidhan Bachao”
campaign would proceed in
all 10 constituencies, showing
Congress’s intent to remain
active despite the uncertain-
ty. "I am optimistic we can
still join forces with SP for
these by-elections,"  Rai
remarked.
Yet, SP’s national spokesper-
son, Amik Jamei, took a more
critical stance, attributing
Congress’s struggles to inter-
nal discord and strategic mis-
steps.  "If  Congress had
involved Akhilesh Yadav in
key campaign efforts, they
might have fared better in
recent elections. Congress
needs to rethink its
approach," Jamei argued,
stressing the importance of
cooperation in challenging
the BJP.
While tensions persist, SP
spokesperson Manoj Kumar
Yadav tried to smooth over
the situation, reaffirming SP's

focus on defeating the BJP,
regardless of internal alliance
issues. "Our target remains
defeating the BJP, and we’ve
done it before. Congress
needs to reflect on its position
and work with us, not against
us."
Rajendra Chaudhary, anoth-
er SP spokesperson, indicat-
ed that decisions regarding
seat-sharing would ultimate-
ly be made by Akhilesh Yadav
himself, further suggesting
that Congress’s role in these
negotiations is far from
secure.
A senior Congress leader
acknowledged the delicate
situation,  stat ing,  “This
shouldn’t become a matter of
prestige. We should accept a
couple of seats and contest
alongside SP. We must face
reality: our current strength
may not be enough to match
the BJP’s formidable machin-
ery."
Among SP’s candidates is Tej
Pratap Yadav, Lalu Prasad
Yadav’s son-in-law, who will
contest the Karhal seat vacat-

ed by Akhilesh Yadav follow-
ing his election to Parliament.
Other notable candidates
include Naseem Solanki
(Sisamau), Mustafa Siddiqui
(Phulpur),  Ajit  Prasad
(Milkipur), Shobhavati Verma
(Katehri), and Dr. Jyoti Bind
(Manjhanpur), all boasting
solid political credentials.
The upcoming by-elections in
Uttar Pradesh, while region-
al in nature, carry national
implications. They will serve
as a litmus test for the INDIA
alliance, formed to counter
BJP's dominance. 
The al l iance,  including
Congress, SP, and other
regional players, is already
feeling the strain of internal
divisions and seat-sharing
conflicts. Whether it can hold
together against the BJP’s for-
midable electoral machine
will be clearer once these
crucial by-election results are
in. The outcome may well
shape the future dynamics of
opposition politics heading
into the 2024 general elec-
tions.
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With Omar Abdullah set
to don the Chief

Minister's hat and in the
absence of  PDP Chief
Mehbooba Mufti, who decid-
ed against contesting the
Assembly polls, the floor of
the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly has been left open
for a handful of six opposition
members from Kashmir and
a 29 member saffron brigade
from Jammu region to play
the role of an effective oppo-
sition.
The opposition benches will
be occupied by the 29 BJP
MLAs along with three legis-
lators of  the Peoples
Democratic Party, Peoples'
Conference Chief Sajad Lone,
and two other independent
legislators from Langate and
Shopian. 
Since 2002, leaders belonging
to the Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference and the

Peoples Democratic Party
have occupied the chair of the
leader of the opposition. 
However, this time when
Omar Abdullah occupies the
chair of the leader of the
house in the assembly, he

will face a BJP leader in front
of him as leader of the oppo-
sition. 
BJP is returning to the oppo-
sition benches after enjoying
a short stint in power for
almost three years (between

March 2015 and June 2018).
Though BJP legislators always
occupied the opposition
benches, this will be the first
time in the history of the
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly that a BJP leader

will be occupying the post of
leader of the opposition. 
So far the BJP has not con-
vened a meeting to formally
elect the leader of the legisla-
tive party in the house. 
When PDP-BJP formed an
alliance government in March
2015 Omar Abdullah, with a
strength of 15 members in the
house remained leader of the
opposition. Mehbooba Mufti
also served as leader of the
opposition at the beginning of
her political career before
founding PDP in 1999. 
It is for the first time that
Kashmir Valley will have only
six members in the opposition
camp.In 2002, when Mufti
Mohd Sayeed formed an
alliance government with the
congress party the National
Conference had 28 members
in the opposition, majority of
them hailed from Kashmir. In
2008  PDP occupied the
opposition benches with 21
members.
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The incident of BJP MLA
Yogesh Verma being

slapped during the Lakhimpur
Urban Cooperative Bank elec-
tions has taken the nation by
storm through social media. 
A video of the MLA being
attacked went viral rapidly on
platforms like Facebook and
WhatsApp. Former Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav took to
Facebook to comment on the
situation, mocking the BJP by
stating that "injustice leads to
violence" and accusing the rul-
ing party of making electoral
malpractice a strategy.
Similarly, Samajwadi Party (SP)
leader Shivpal Yadav expressed
concern through posts on X
(formerly Twitter) and
Facebook, saying that the state's
condition has become grave,
with even ruling party legisla-
tors no longer safe. 

Uttar Pradesh Congress
President Ajay Rai also con-
demned the incident via a post
on X.
Throughout the day, a video of
the altercation during the nom-
ination process of the Urban
Cooperative Bank's governing
body, in which MLA Yogesh
Verma was assaulted, remained
one of the top trending topics on
X. His name ranked fourth on
the platform’s trending list, with
over 9,000 posts. Many users
shared the video, further fuel-
ing the online buzz.
In addition to Yogesh Verma,
the name of Awadhesh Singh,
the person accused of slapping
the MLA, trended throughout
the day. Numerous posts high-
lighted Singh's involvement in
the incident. The hashtag "Bank
Elections" also trended, ranking
24th, with more than 1,800
posts, where users expressed
varied opinions on the matter.
What is usually a low-key elec-

tion for the Urban Cooperative
Bank has turned into a battle-
ground this year. The nomina-
tion process saw abuses, fights,
chaos, and accusations flying
between various factions. The
violence during the nomination
filing has raised serious ques-
tions about the preparedness of
the administration to handle
such situations.The bank has
around 12,500 shareholders
who cast their votes to elect del-
egates and a chairman. The
nomination process for the
elections began on Wednesday,
with the withdrawal of nomi-
nations scheduled for the 10th,
followed by the publication of
the final list and the allocation
of election symbols on the 11th. 
However, since the notifica-
tion for this year’s elections, the
entire process has been under
intense scrutiny. The situation
escalated further on Tuesday,
and finally, violence erupted on
Wednesday.
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MAbdul Rehman, a 68-
year-old shop keeper in

Kerala’s Perumbavoor is one
of the billions of Indians who
are in mourning. Though he
has not personally met  Ratan
Tata, the trailblazer of India
Inc, who breathed his last late
Wednesday night, Rehman
prayed throughout the day for
Ratan Tata.
Rehman was an employee of
Tata Oil  Company in
Ernakulam and remembers
each day of his life in the
company.  “What made
TOMCO, who was owned
and managed by Tata Group
during my tenure, was their
attitude and approach to the
employees. Workers who were
not in the best of health were
asked to spend their time in
the company’s Club House
where all they need to do was
to sit, chit chat and consume
the best tea we had tasted, “
reminiscences Rehman.
The Ernakulam TOMCO
manufactured brand soaps
like Hamam, Jai and Moti
besides a popular washing
soap under the 501 brand
name. “The company also
made Tata Hair Oil and sham-
poos that were unique in all
respect. The manufacturing
process and packing were of
global standards. The hair
oil and shampoo were trend-
setters,” said Rehman,
When the company found
the going tough and lost its
market share to its competi-
tor, Tatas sold it out to their
nearest rivals and this marked
the end of the Group’s odyssey
with soap manufacturing.
Though Hamam brand is still
there in the market, Jai, Moti,
hair oils and shampoos are
dead and gone. “There was an
elegance attached to all the
brands which hit the market
under the Tata logo,” said
Rehman, who was given the
pink slip once the company
changed hands. Though the
name Tata Oil Mills too is
gone, the locality where the
company stands is still known
by the name Tatapuram.
There are many writers, actors
and musicians who have the
prefix Tatapuram attached to
their names. Ever heard of

Tatapuram Sukumaran who
survived as a short story
writer only because of the
Tata tag?
There are many charity orga-
nizations in Kerala fully fund-
ed by the Tata Group. Ratan
Tata took special care in
ensuring that these establish-
ments (ranging from schools
and hostels for children suf-
fering from autism to hospi-
tals) never faced any shortage
of funds. The “Ratan” of
Corporate last visited Kerala
in 2009 when he stayed in
Munnar where the Tatas have
one of the largest tea estates
in south India. Anil Kumar,
the chauffeur who drove
around Ratan Tata in Munnar
and Devikulam had told this
reporter that he saw simplic-
ity and humility personified
while he was driving Ratan
Tata around.
What Parsi Khabar (the news
letter brought out by the
Zoroastrian community said
in its obituary to the prince of
Indian business sums up what
Ratan Tata has done to the
world. “He is survived by his
extended family at the Tata
Group and the countless lives
he touched, mentored, and
inspired. His memory will
continue to be a beacon of
hope, reminding us that the
greatest legacies are built not
with bricks and mortar, but
with love, generosity, and a
deep sense of responsibility
toward others. He is on his
journey to Garothman Behest
(the highest paradise in
Zoroastrian belief) after 86
years of life full of Humata,
Hukhta and Hvarshta (good
thoughts, good words and
good deeds), the one and
only ideology of the Parsi
community immortalized by
the likes if Ratan Tata, JRD
and Jamshedji Tata.
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In the newly-elected 90-
member Haryana Assembly,

96 per cent MLAs (86) are
crorepatis, while 13 per cent
(12) have criminal cases
against them, according to
an analysis by the Association
for Democratic Reforms
(ADR) and Haryana Election
Watch.
An analysis of the affidavits

of all the 90 winning candi-
dates by the ADR show a
slight rise in the number of
crorepati MLAs, from 93 per
cent in 2019 to 96 per cent this
time.  Of the 90 MLAs, 44 per
cent possess assets worth over
Rs 10 crore, while only 2.2 per
cent have assets below Rs 20

lakh, the data showed.
The average assets per win-

ning candidate stand at Rs
24.97 crore, marking a hand-
some rise from Rs 18.29 crore
in 2019. 
Party-wise, 96 per cent BJP
legislators,  95 per cent
Congress MLAs, and 100 per
cent of both INLD and
Independent winners have
declared assets exceeding Rs 1
crore.

Independent MLA from
Hisar Savitri Jindal tops the
list with assets totalling over
Rs 270 crore, followed by
BJP's Shakti Rani Sharma and
Shruti Choudhry at Rs 145
crore and Rs 134 crore,
respectively.
A total of 30 MLAs have been
re-elected in 2024, whose

average assets grew by 59 per
cent since 2019, from Rs 9.08
crore to Rs 14.46 crore now,
marking significant financial
gains over the past five years.
Meanwhile, of the winning

candidates, 12 have disclosed
criminal records, including
six facing serious charges with
one accused of attempt to
murder, the data showed. In
2019, seven candidates had

serious criminal cases against
them.

Party-wise, 19 per cent
Congress MLAs, 6 per cent
BJP legislators, and 67 per cent
of the Independent winners
have declared criminal cases
against their names.

The analysis also showed
that 28 winning candidates
have declared liabilities of Rs
1 crore or more,  with
Congress' Rajbir Fartia from
Loharu topping the chart at Rs
44 crore.

Fartia also tops the list of
highest income earners,
declaring an earning of Rs
10.75 crore in his Income Tax
Return for 2023-24. In terms
of educational qualification,
68 per cent winning candi-
dates are graduates or hold

higher degrees, while 29 per
cent have educational back-
grounds ranging from Class 8
to Class 12, as per the report.
The new House has 14 per

cent women legislators, an
increase from 10 per cent in
2019, while 66 per cent of the
MLAs are aged between 51
and 80 years. The poll results
were announced Tuesday.
Bucking anti-incumbency, the
ruling BJP pulled off a hat-
trick of wins in Haryana to
retain power and halt
Congress' comeback attempt.
While the BJP ended up with
its best-ever haul of 48 seats,
11 more than the Congress,
parties like the JJP and the
AAP were decimated and the
INLD managed to win just
two seats.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has filed a

charge sheet against members
of a human trafficking gang
that was sending Indians to
Laos to work in cyber crime
sweatshops run by Chinese
scammers targeting European
and American citizens. The
agency filed its charge sheet
before a special court on
Wednesday against gang
members Manjoor Alam alias
Guddu, Sahil, Ashish alias
Akhil, Pawan Yadav alias
Afzal alias Afroz, along with
the key conspirator, Kamran
Haider alias Zaidi. 
"NIA investigations have
revealed that all five were
involved in trafficking vul-
nerable Indian youth to the
Golden Triangle Region in
Lao PDR where they were
forced to commit cyber scams
target ing European and
American citizens. 
They operated through the
consultancy f irm, Ali
International Services, which
functioned as a front for
human trafficking," an NIA
spokesperson said in a state-
ment. 

According to the agency's
investigation, Zaidi facilitat-
ed the entire operation and
extorted money through
crypto currency wallets from
the victims who tried to
escape from the clutches of
the Chinese scammers.
"Pawan Yadav bypassed the
other middle agents to supply
the trafficked persons in lieu
of jobs directly to his folds. 
He further employed them in
Chinese companies involved
in creating fake Facebook
profiles and chatting with
persons from the USA and
Europe, convincing them to
invest in crypto currency apps
as part of the cyber scam," the
NIA said. 

The agency said its probe
has uncovered a well-organ-
ised network of traffickers
and touts involved in various
il legal  activities.  "These
ranged from the operation of
unlicensed manpower sup-
ply agencies to the illegal
transfer and transport of
potential victims for criminal
activities in Southeast Asian
countries. 
The accused named in the
charge sheet were directly
involved in arranging flight
tickets and documents, and
facilitating illegal border
crossings with the help of
contacts  in the Golden
Triangle Region," the state-
ment added.
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The condition of the junior
doctors sitting on an indef-

inite fast in demand of Justice
in the RG Kar rape and mur-
der case worsened on the fifth
day of the fast, doctors attend-
ing on them said.
The condition of two doctors
Aniket and Snigdha was par-
ticularly bad, sources said
adding 120 hours of ceaseless
fasting had started impacting
their kidneys and livers and
"things can go for worse any-
time." 
"Though we have an ICU
ambulance ready to ferry them
to hospital they are not willing
… Both the doctors refused to
leave Esplanade the place
where they are fasting," said Dr
Saikat Neogi who was one of
many medics monitoring the
junior doctors' health.
Seven doctors from various
medical colleges including the
RGKMCH have been on an
indefinite fast demanding apart
from justice for the RG Kar vic-
tim other measures including
immediate installation of cen-
tralized referral system with
real-time monitoring, fool-
proof security measures for
the medical staff inside
Government hospitals, instal-
lation of CCTV camera net-
work, restrooms and wash-

rooms for the doctors end to
the threat syndicate in govern-
ment run medical colleges that
had allegedly led to large-scale
corruption and extortion rack-
et inside the medical colleges
etc, the doctors have also been
demanding the removal of
Principal Health Secretary NS
Nigam.
A mid-night dialogue between
State Chief Secretary Manoj
Pant and a delegation of junior
doctors alleged failed with the
doctors alleging that the offi-
cials only "expressed intent" but
gave no written assurance on
deadline by when things would
be implemented. "The admin-
istration had nothing new to
offer … they were evasive and
were only buying time appar-
ently to let the Durga Puja hol-
idays pass off … but we are ask-
ing them to consider the imme-
diacy and urgency of the issue,"

the doctors said. The Home
Secretary and Health Secretary
were also present in the talks.
"In this situation if something
happens to the junior doctors
then the Government will be
held fully responsible," said
Dr Kinjal Nanda adding if the
situation of the doctors aggra-
vated they could even have
hypoglycemia.  
Meanwhile in a related devel-
opment the doctors of SSKM
Postgraduate medical college
and Hospital the biggest such
facility in eastern India too
started resigning their posts
with 40 of t hem on Thursday
offered mass resignation in
reaction to what they called
"Government's insensitivity to
the situation of the doctors."
With Thursday's resignations
the number of doctors resign-
ing their posts reached 300,
sources said.
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Both Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh have been
advocating for special

government packages,
emphasising the importance
of micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME) as a key
driver for development. The
governments of these states,
as well as the central govern-
ment, recognise the signifi-
cant potential in the MSME
sector, particularly in food
processing, and have priori-
tised it accordingly. Chief
Ministers N Chandrababu
Naidu and Nitish Kumar
share concerns over the stag-
nation of the MSME sector in
recent years, and both are
committed to reviving it
through various initiatives.
In Andhra Pradesh, Chief
Minister Naidu has acknowl-
edged the struggles faced by
MSMEs over the past five
years, emphasising the need
to revitalise the sector. He
highlighted the slow progress
of MSME parks and raised
concerns over pending gov-
ernment incentives, which
have hampered the sector’s
growth. His administration
aims to address these chal-
lenges by ensuring the release
of overdue incentives and
enhancing the participation of

farmers in MSME parks. By
linking farmers directly to
these parks, Naidu envisions
a system where agricultural
stakeholders can benefit
directly from business oppor-
tunities. 
Similarly, Bihar’s Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has
voiced concerns about
MSMEs and infrastructure
development in his state.
Kumar has aligned with
Naidu in recognising the crit-
ical role of MSMEs in driving
economic growth and ensur-
ing regional prosperity. The
coincidence of Bihar’s repre-
sentation in the central gov-
ernment, with ministers like
Jitan Ram Manjhi and Chirag
Paswan, has further fueled
efforts to secure the necessary
support for these initiatives.
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi has encouraged these
ministers to focus on foster-
ing connections between
DWCRA groups and MSMEs
to enhance economic oppor-
tunities for small enterprises.
A significant allocation of Rs
100 crore as a credit guaran-
tee for MSMEs has been
announced, underscoring the
importance of ensuring finan-
cial support for these small
businesses. However, mean-
ingful progress in the MSME
sector is unlikely unless strong
linkages are created between
MSMEs and the food pro-
cessing industry, as these sec-
tors are highly interdepen-
dent.
The food processing industry,
in particular, has been recog-
nised as a powerful engine for
economic growth. India is
one of the largest producers
of various food items, includ-
ing milk, fruits, vegetables,
millet, tea and fish. This cre-
ates a robust foundation for
the growth of the food pro-
cessing sector. India’s position
as one of the largest and
fastest-growing economies in
the world is bolstered by the
significant role played by the
food processing industry in
ensuring food security and
driving economic expansion.

The Ministry of Food
Processing Industries report-
ed that by the end of FY 2022-
23, the sector contributed
7.66 per cent of the gross
value added (GVA) in man-
ufacturing and 8.45 per cent
of the GVA in agriculture.
Foreign direct investment
(FDI) in the sector has been
strong, with Rs 5,290.27 crore
in 2021-22 and Rs 2,934.12
crore in 2020-21. However,
challenges remain, as
processed food exports saw a
17 per cent decline in FY24,
dropping from $13,078.3 mil-
lion in the previous fiscal to
$10,881.81 million.
To address these challenges
and promote growth, the
government has implement-
ed several initiatives, includ-
ing the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Sampada Yojana (PMKSY),
Production Linked Incentive
Scheme for Food Processing
Industries (PLISFPI), and
Pradhan Mantri
Formalisation of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises
(PMFME).  By increasing
processing levels and creating
employment, these programs
also aim to raise farmers’
incomes.

(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)
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multi-religious secular nation and also
would never forgive such elements
who had made a mockery of federalism
not only by unilaterally abrogating spe-
cial provisions and rights guaranteed by
the Constitution itself but also dividing
the state and relegating it to a mere
Union Territory. Kashmiri electorate
have transmitted a clear message that
communal forces should be thwarted
not only by protesting against it but also
through wise tactical voting so that sec-
ular votes get polled in favour of the
strongest party/coalition by preventing
division of votes. 
And surely if the victory of the BJP in
Haryana is “Triumph of democracy,”
that of the National Conference-
Congress alliance in Jammu and
Kashmir also demands the same epithet!
Let the mandate of the Union Territory
(especially Kashmir Valley) reverberate
and travel far and wide, giving the sec-
ular force renewed vigour and hope that
the Idea of India can still be saved by
standing in a united wise way.

Kajal Chatterjee | Chennai
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Madam — It is not for the first time that
the exit polls have proven wrong and
detailed methodologies for the recent
election surveys were not used. In the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, exit polls overestimated
the BJP-led NDA performance, projecting
over 400 seats when the alliance actually
secured 293. A large number of pollsters
in India now failed to accurately predict
election outcomes in Haryana and J and
K.In Haryana, most agencies had forecast
fewer than 30 seats for the BJP, but official
results showed the party winning 48 out
of 90 seats. Pollsters had predicted 10-year
anti-incumbency but proved altogether
wrong. 
Voters in J and K kept parties guessing till
the very end. For all the speculative
intrigue ahead of J and K’s much awaited
election, J and K (NC 42, BJP 29, Cong 6)
spoke as one-no-hung verdict. Pollsters got
it wrong. 

SK Khosla | Chandigarh
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Madam— A true gem can only be dis-
tinguished by its value and brightness.
However, if a gem is hidden within a
person, its value and sparkle are not vis-
ible to recognise it. Ratan Tata, India’s
famous industrialist, was another such
figure whose contributions will be
remembered for centuries to come.
Everyone knows about his outstanding
social efforts and affection for pets.
Ratan Tata had a heart that beat for dogs
till his last breath. Ratan Tata was noth-
ing short of a deity to the stray dogs
roaming the streets, which others looked
down on or ignored. The doors of his
Taj Hotel were always open to dogs.
Ratan Tata asked for aid by posting a
photo of a dog on his Instagram account
on June 26, 2024.
He posted a lengthy post requesting a
blood transfusion for the seven-month-
old dog. After that, several people
brought their dogs to give blood trans-
fusions. Ratan Tata founded the Small
Animal Hospital Mumbai (SAHM),
the first of its kind in the country,
equipped with state-of-the-art facilities
for 24/7 care, inspired by his struggle to
find advanced treatment for his dog
abroad. He encouraged people to adopt
stray dogs rather than buying pets, pro-
moting animal welfare.

Amrapali Roy | Jamshedpur
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Madam — This is in response to the
report titled ‘Victory for Democracy’. It
is strange why one and only the ‘rever-
berations’ of the Haryana mandate
would travel ‘far and wide,’  but not that
handed out by the Jammu and Kashmir
electorate! Despite so zealous chest-
thumping revolving around the “peace”
in Kashmir Valley following the “his-
toric” saga of 5th August 2019, the BJP
simply gets thwarted in the region. 
However, the result is far from surpris-
ing, as no self-respecting Kashmiri
Muslim will ever vote for a party swear-
ing in the name of Hindutva in this
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technology in the world of
research. 
All of them are legitimate
claims duly annotated and
evidence tested. The question
remains how much of this
technology has altered the
quality of life of the people?
It is not all a dreary story.
Technology has changed the
lives of several crores of peo-
ple, especially in matters
which have to do with the
supply of clean water. This is
as true as the story of the fury
of floods. 
However, somewhere the
coexistence of such opposite
experiences remains an enig-
ma and difficult to explain.
Science and technology can-
not be bereft of responsibili-
ties to society at large. Equally
clear is the fact that death and
destruction experiences
would serve as the bottom
line of the outcomes of dev-
astation.
Somehow a bottom connec-
tion between technological
progress and its tangible
effects needs to be estab-
lished. Somewhere the defin-
ition of progress and growth

has to cover elimination of
the same stories of destruc-
tion and death in the same
regions over and over again.
So long as the devastation of
Kosi remains an annual affair
with the same results most of
the time, there is something
in the developmental agenda
that needs to be addressed.
It is not an easy question to
answer, especially after
decades of application of the
prescriptions whether it be a
Planning Commission or the
Niti Ayog. These questions
need to be flagged and repeat-
ed till answers are found.
In a country filled with bright
people like India, there must
be actionable solutions to
mitigate human misery.
Perhaps the part answer
would lie in empowering
local people with skills,
resources, and more to han-
dle local problems. Higher
levels of administration, like
the district at the state level,
have to deal with issues of
connectivity, coordination,
mobilisation of resources,
and using the skills of the
people with commitment in

that part of the country to
work for the welfare of the
local context and the local cir-
cumstances. Far too much
have rewards been focused on
recognition gained abroad
and talking of the big and the
grand.
While there may be nothing
wrong with that recognition
and solutions to local prob-
lems should be picked up by
the decision making system,
the influential clientele, and
the political elite. A culture
has to be built to identify the
local problems and use means
of technology and resources
to handle them at a local level.
Interventions of this variety
should recognise the same
approval and celebration as
an invitation from abroad or
for that matter making of the
great in a foreign institution.
Somewhere a paradigm
change would help the miti-
gation of local problems. It
can be done and needs to be
done. 

(The writer is an interna-
tionally acclaimed manage-
ment consultant; The views

expressed are personal)
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The rains were here.
They were here for a
long time-if one goes
by the weeks and
months, the news

channels were reporting their
havoc from one end of the
country to the other. From
streets in Surat to fields in Biraul
of Darbhanga, water was found
everywhere. From the hills of
Himachal to the banks of
Kavery, water was found in all
the wrong places. Physical dev-
astation and human tragedy
were writ large. Rains are not
new, and equally clearly, technol-
ogy is progressing by leaps and
bounds. 
One wonders when ‘the train
shall meet’. One would have
thought that repeated experi-
ences, such as what Kosi has
caused in north Bihar, would
have changed the contours of its
effects. It would not be the
same in terms of embankments
breaking in the same style, and
it would not be the same man-
ner of misery caused by the dev-
astation of fragile huts and
repeated breaking of embank-
ments over and over again.
Surely the country that boasts
the landing on the moon and
explorations of the planet can
better respond to the devasta-
tions of nature. 
There is a missing link some-
where which is so close to all that
it’s not even visible to the affect-
ed people. In some other coun-
tries, people are talking and
doing as it were. They are chang-
ing the course of rivers and plan-
ning habitation in a manner that
makes life less vulnerable and
the potential for tragedy more
manageable. To get back to the
example of Bihar, whether it be
the neighbourhood of the Budhi
Gandak River or Kosi, habita-
tions have been built to keep
them away from the reach of
floods. 
However, the devastations have
their ways of surprising.
Consider the recent claim of the
UGC Chairman in the printed
world about the citations of
Indian research in internation-
al forums. Consider the pro-
nouncement of the political elite
on the scientific breakthroughs
of leading centres of science and
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The Supreme Court’s recent ruling
affirming the right of journalists
to criticise the government with-

out retaliatory action comes as a
breather for the media’s honest warriors-
journalists-who do not want to join the
bandwagon in sucking up to those in
power. However, doubts remain as to
how far this momentous judgement will

hold water. The “one man show” that we
have witnessed over the past decade
offers very little hope that the SC’s ver-
dict will be honoured (remember how
the SC’s dictate that bail, not jail ought
to be the rule is being flouted almost to
the point of being ignored). 
If the PM has a grudge against a “colo-
nial mindset,” ordinary Indians have a
lot to complain about a “post-colonial
mindset,” as displayed by not only the
present dispensation but the Congress
before it. Even before Modi took over
in the year 2014, the media was not as
independent as expected in a nation that
is supposedly rooted in democratic
principles. Modi has only picked up
from where the Congress left, as far as
freedom of the press is concerned. 

Avinash Godboley | Dewas
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While India is not a
country of wide-
spread starvation, it

does face significant chal-
lenges related to undernutri-
tion and hidden hunger, par-
ticularly in rural areas. India
has achieved self-sufficiency in
food production and imple-
mented programs to improve
food access, such as the
National Food Security Act
and the National Nutrition
Mission. However, issues like
micronutrient deficiencies and
income disparities exacerbate
food insecurity in certain
regions.
India’s Nutrition Paradox:
The Global Hunger Index
(GHI) 2023 ranks India 111th
out of 125 countries, highlight-
ing significant challenges with
undernutrition, particularly
among children. Though India

produces enough food to meet
caloric needs, ensuring nutri-
tional adequacy remains a
challenge. The National Family
Health Survey (NFHS-5, 2019-
2021) shows that while caloric
intake is generally adequate,
undernutrition persists—35.5
per cent of children under five
are stunted, and 19.3 per cent
suffer from wasting.
Micronutrient deficiencies,
such as anaemia due to iron
deficiency among women and

vitamin deficiencies among
children, further contribute
to hidden hunger. Economic
disparities and social
inequities, including gender
inequality and limited health-
care access, play significant
roles in perpetuating undernu-
trition. 
Poorer segments of the popu-
lation often lack access to a
diverse, nutritious diet and rely
heavily on staples like rice and
wheat, with inadequate con-
sumption of fruits, vegetables,
and proteins.
Community-Led Nutrition
Hubs: A Promising Solution
Community-led nutrition
hubs provide a grassroots
approach to addressing food
insecurity. Unlike top-down
methods, these hubs leverage
local knowledge and leader-
ship to create sustainable, con-

text-specific solutions. They
focus on balanced, nutritious
diets rather than just caloric
intake, helping to build com-
munity resilience against
undernutrition.
Promoting Dietary Diversity:
Nutrition hubs encourage the
consumption of diverse foods,
including fruits, vegetables,
legumes, and animal products,
essential for a balanced diet. By
promoting dietary diversity,
these hubs address micronutri-
ent deficiencies and hidden
hunger.
Supporting Vulnerable
Groups: These hubs effec-
tively reach vulnerable popu-
lations like children, pregnant
women, and the elderly. They
provide tailored nutritional
support, fortified foods, sup-
plements, and education on
specific nutritional needs.

Leveraging Local Agriculture:
Nutrition hubs support local
food production and sustain-
able agricultural practices,
increasing access to fresh,
nutritious foods. This
approach reduces dependence
on external food supplies,
which can be affected by price
fluctuations and supply chain
disruptions, particularly amid
climate change.
Impact of Community-Led

Nutrition Hubs: Data from
various studies highlight the
effectiveness of community-
led initiatives in improving
nutritional outcomes and
resilience. For example, a 2022
report by the Food and
Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) noted a 20 per cent
reduction in stunting rates
among children under five in
regions of Uttar Pradesh fol-
lowing the introduction of
nutrition hubs. 
The Global Nutrition Report
2023 showed that such hubs
have improved micronutrient
intake, with a 30 per cent
increase in iron-rich food con-
sumption among women in
Maharashtra, significantly
reducing anaemia. The Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) also found
that communities practising

sustainable agriculture sup-
ported by nutrition hubs had
a 20 per cent increase in crop
yields during droughts com-
pared to traditional methods.
A Whole-of-Society
Approach: Achieving the
vision of a "Viksit Bharat"
hinges on ensuring food secu-
rity and building resilience
through community-led initia-
tives. However, these goals
require a whole-of-society
approach that involves all com-
munity members, not just
women. Men as Partners:
Encouraging men to partici-
pate in nutrition hubs, whether
through farming, cooking, or
community organising, helps
distribute responsibility more
equitably and promotes gender
equity.
Youth Engagement: Involving
young people in these efforts

ensures the continuation of
community-led initiatives and
brings fresh ideas and energy
to the table.
Local Govt Support: Local
governments can support and
scale these initiatives by pro-
viding funding, policy support,
and infrastructure, making
nutrition hubs integral parts of
community development.
Gender Equity and Shared
Responsibility: While women
are often on the frontlines of
nutrition and food security, the
burden should not fall solely
on them. Engaging men,
youth, and local governance
helps create more equitable
and sustainable solutions. 

(The writer is Director -
Centre for Strategic

Communications for Public
Health at Swasti; views are

personal)
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craftsmanship while providing a
platform for artisans to express
their stories of struggle and
resilience. 
Each handcrafted piece reflects
the creativity and strength of a
nation recovering from conflict,
weaving narratives of hope and
unity for a brighter future.At the
heart of ‘Tejidos Chakana’ is the
belief that art can bridge divides
and foster understanding. The
initiative engages diverse commu-
nities through workshops and
collaborative projects, empower-
ing individuals to reclaim their
voices and share their experi-
ences. This cultural exchange
promotes dialogue, enabling peo-
ple to confront their past and
imagine peaceful coexistence.
Moreover, through vibrant exhi-
bitions, ‘Tejidos Chakana’ cele-
brates the artistry and resilience
of Colombian artisans, under-
scoring their vital role in the larg-
er narrative of peace-building.
The initiative is a testament to the
power of creativity in healing
communities and fostering social
impact. 
By promoting dialogue and cul-
tural exchange, the aim is to fos-
ter an environment where heal-
ing can occur, allowing people to
confront their past while envi-
sioning a peaceful coexistence.
The story of ‘Tejidos Chakana’
resonates deeply with Mahatma
Gandhi’s beliefs, particularly his
emphasis on the use of hands,
creativity, and self-reliance as
essential elements of individual
and societal transformation.
Gandhi often spoke of the pro-
found connection between man-
ual labour and the soul, advocat-
ing for the dignity and signifi-
cance of work that involves the
hands. 
He would say, “If I were a poet, I
would write poetry on the possi-
bilities of my five fingers”. In his
vision of education, known as
‘Nai Talim’ or “Basic Education,”
Mahatma Gandhi stressed the
importance of learning through

productive activity, where creativ-
ity and craftsmanship were not
merely tools for economic inde-
pendence but essential means
for cultivating inner peace, self-
reliance, and a deeper connection
with one’s community.Much like
‘Tejidos Chakana,’ Mahatma
Gandhi viewed the act of creat-
ing with one’s hands as a form of
empowerment, healing, and self-
expression. For him, the spinning
wheel, or ‘charkha,’ became a
symbol of India’s struggle for
independence – more than just a
tool for producing cloth, it rep-
resented self-sufficiency, unity,
and the rejection of exploitative
systems. By encouraging Indians
to spin their yarn and weave their
cloth, Gandhi ji promoted the
idea that true freedom came
from within, not only political or
economic autonomy but also
spiritual and cultural self-reliance.
In both the Gandhian framework
and the ‘Tejidos Chakana’ initia-
tive, the act of weaving transcends
its material purpose to become a
metaphor for life itself. Just as
threads are intricately woven to
form a piece of fabric, so too are
communities brought together by
shared experiences, challenges,
and hopes. Mahatma Gandhi
believed that individual self-
reliance was a precursor to true
collective harmony – only when
people could stand on their own
feet would they be able to con-
tribute meaningfully to the wel-
fare of society. 
Similarly, the artisans of ‘Tejidos
Chakana’ are not just creating
objects of beauty; they are weav-
ing the very fabric of a peaceful
and united future for their nation.
Echoing Gandhi’s ideas of com-
munity empowerment and edu-
cation, as not merely a process of
acquiring academic knowledge,
but as a holistic development of
the individual within a commu-
nity setting, where the aim is to
foster dialogue and cultural
exchange, ‘Tejidos Chakana’ nur-
tures an environment of collective

learning, where people confront
their past traumas and work
together towards reconciliation
and in the process healing. This
reflects Gandhi’s belief in the
power of community and the idea
that true education is incomplete
without the cultivation of moral
and social values.Moreover,
“Weaving Life to Weave Peace”
also aligns with Gandhi’s vision
of nonviolence, or ‘ahimsa,’ as an
active force for peace-building.
Mahatma Gandhi believed that
nonviolence was not just the
absence of physical conflict but
the presence of love, compassion,
and understanding. In conclu-
sion, it can be said without exag-
geration that such powerful ini-
tiatives invite the world to witness
the power of art as a catalyst for
change, encouraging humankind
to appreciate the beauty that
arises from the collective journeys
toward reconciliation and under-
standing. Moreover, through the
lens of art, “Weaving Life to
Weave Peace” commemorates
the past and inspires hope for a
future without conflicts, thereby
promoting collective responsibil-
ity in weaving a tapestry of peace
for generations to come. 
As we engage with these artis-
tic expressions, we are remind-
ed that every bead, every cre-
ation, and every story con-
tribute to a larger narrative of
healing and unity in our world.
In celebrating these artistic
expressions, we honour the
timeless message that true peace
begins with the work we do our-
selves – both in our hearts and
with our hands. 
This is evident as Ambassador
Victor points out that if one
bead breaks, the entire frame
collapses, signifying the unify-
ing strength of community and
peace-building. They are what
can be called, “Peace Beads”. 

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and

Darshan Samiti); views 
are personal)

In a world often marked by discord
and division, art emerges as a
powerful medium that transcends
barriers and speaks to our shared
humanity. It serves as a universal

language that unites people in their col-
lective longing for peace, healing, and
reconciliation. Against this backdrop,
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, in
collaboration with the Embassy of
Colombia in India, recently hosted a
poignant exhibition titled “Weaving Life
to Weave Peace,” an initiative of ‘Tejidos
Chakana’. This significant event, held
shortly after the celebrations of October
2nd – Gandhi Jayanti,  and the
International Day of Nonviolence –
underscores the deep connection
between art and the pursuit of harmony
in our world.The exhibition vividly
highlights the transformative power of
creativity as it honours the countless lives
lost to conflict in Colombia – and the
world per se – a nation that has weath-
ered its share of internal strife and lost
countless innocent citizens. 
The Colombian artisans, Mateo Perea
Bernal and Nancy Gomez presented an
extraordinary array of stunning cre-
ations crafted with fine stone beads. Each
meticulously designed portrait serves as
a heartfelt homage to politicians, journal-
ists, humourists, social thinkers, and oth-
ers whose lives were tragically cut short
by violence.Another defining moment of
the exhibition was the unveiling of a
remarkable portrait of Mahatma Gandhi,
crafted out of an astounding, over 1.4
million stone beads by Ambassador
H.E. Mr. Victor Echeverri of Colombia
in India, with flags of both the Nations
imprinted through the beads. 
This unique piece stands as a testament
to the ideals of peace and reconciliation
that Mahatma Gandhi tirelessly champi-
oned throughout his life. In a touching
gesture, it was generously donated to the
Gandhi Smriti, serving as a fitting trib-
ute to the legacy of a leader who devot-
ed himself to the principles of nonvio-
lence, till the last breath of his life.‘Tejidos
Chakana’ is a transformative Colombian
initiative rooted in ancestral traditions,
using the art of weaving to promote peace
and reconciliation. Founded by artisans,
it honours indigenous techniques and
local materials, preserving traditional
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The Nobel Prize in literature was
awarded Thursday to South Korean

author Han Kang for what the Nobel
committee called “her intense poetic
prose that confronts historical traumas
and exposes the fragility of human life.”
Mats Malm, permanent secretary of the
Swedish Academy’s Nobel Committee,
announced the prize in Stockholm.
Han, 53, won the International Booker
Prize in 2016 for “The Vegetarian,” an
unsettling novel in which a woman’s deci-
sion to stop eating meat has devastating
consequences. Her novel “Human Acts”
was an International Booker Prize final-
ist in 2018. 
The literature prize has long faced criti-
cism that it is too focused on European
and North American writers of style-
heavy, story-light prose. It has also been
male-dominated, with just 17 women

among its 119 laureates so far. The last
woman to win was Annie Ernaux of
France, in 2022. Six days of Nobel
announcements opened Monday with
Americans Victor Ambros and Gary
Ruvkun winning the medicine prize. Two
founding fathers of machine learning —
John Hopfield and Geoffrey Hinton —
won the physics prize on Tuesday. 
On Wednesday, three scientists who dis-
covered powerful techniques to decode
and even design novel proteins were
awarded the Nobel Prize in chemistry.
The Nobel Peace Prize will be announced
Friday and the economics award on
October 14.
The prize carries a cash award of 11 mil-
lion Swedish kronor (USD 1 million)
from a bequest left by the award’s creator,
Swedish inventor Alfred Nobel. The
laureates are invited to receive their
awards at ceremonies on December 10,
the anniversary of Nobel’s death.

Hurricane Milton slams Florida,
causes deaths and flooding
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Over 2,000 Turkish citizens
and some foreign started

boarding a Turkish military
ship late Wednesday that
brought in aid and will take
them out of a country being hit
by Israeli airstrikes targeting
Hezbollah.
Zehra Cibbin, an ethnic Arab
from the southeastern Turkish
city of Mardin who lives in
Beirut with her Lebanese hus-
band, got off a bus packed with
the other evacuees, her two
children in tow and luggage in
hand.
“It’s indescribable. They
bombed the street below our
house. From that moment on,
it was over for me, I said I did-
n’t want to stay in Beirut any-
more,” said Cibbin, 46.
Cibbin said they decided to
leave Beirut out of fear for their
lives, putting no thought into
what will happen when they
arrive in Turkiye.
She spoke to The Associated
Press before getting in line to
board the TCG Bayraktar
amphibious landing vessel,
which along with the TCG
Sancaktar will take on evac-
uees.
They are part of a six-ship con-
voy including escorts that set
sail from the southern Turkish
port of Mersin early
Wednesday, transported 300
tons of humanitarian supplies,
including food, hygiene kits,
kitchenware, tents, beds and
blankets. 
Besides the Turkish citizens,

people from Bulgaria, Romania
and Kazakhstan were among
those who applied to evacuate
on the ships. Officials did not
provide numbers. 
The Associated Press was the
only non-government media
invited aboard the ships to
cover the evacuation operation.
“Israel’s aggression has severe-
ly impacted Lebanon and our
brothers here,” said Turkish
Ambassador to Lebanon Ali
Baris Ulusoy, standing in front
of the Bayraktar.
“We are carrying out an oper-
ation today with two aims: to
provide humanitarian aid to
our Lebanese brothers and to
ensure the safe return of our
citizens who are in a difficult
situation.” Ulusoy said.
Hundreds lined up before the
Bayraktar as Turkish soldiers
and sailors checked the evac-
uees’ passports and their lug-
gage was examined by metal
detectors and drug-sniffing
dogs before they were allowed
to board
Another Turkish citizen wait-
ing with her family was Abir
Gokcimen, who said she left
her extended family and hus-
band in Beirut and hopes the
war that spread to Lebanon will
end soon. She hopes to come
back to Lebanon as soon as the
danger passes.
The journey back to Mersin is
expected to take about 10
hours. Turkiye’s government
plans to organise more sea
evacuations if necessary and is
contemplating charter flights to
repatriate citizens.
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Hurricane Milton plowed
into Florida as a Category

3 storm, bringing misery to a
coast still ravaged by Helene,
pounding cities with winds of
over 100 mph (160 kph) after
producing a barrage of torna-
does, but sparing Tampa a
direct hit. 
The storm tracked to the south
in the final hours and made
landfall Wednesday night in
Siesta Key near Sarasota, about
70 miles (112 kilometers) south
of Tampa. The situation in the
Tampa area was still a major
emergency as St. Petersburg
recorded over 16 inches (41

centimeters) of rain, prompting
the National Weather Service to
warn of flash flooding there as
well as other parts of western
and central Florida. 
Tropicana Field, the home of
the Tampa Bay Rays baseball
team in St. Petersburg,
appeared badly damaged. The
fabric that serves as the domed
stadium’s roof was ripped to
shreds by the fierce winds. It
was not immediately clear if
there was damage inside.
Multiple cranes were also top-
pled in the storm, the weather
service said.
St. Petersburg residents also
could no longer get water from
their household taps because a
water main break led the city to
shut down service.
The storm knocked out power
across a large section of Florida,
with more than 3 million
homes and businesses without
power as of early Thursday,
according to poweroutage.us,
which tracks utility reports.
Before Milton even made land-
fall, tornadoes were touching
down across the state. The
Spanish Lakes Country Club
near Fort Pierce, on Florida’s
Atlantic Coast, was hit partic-
ularly hard, with homes
destroyed and some residents
killed.
“We have lost some life,” St.
Lucie County Sheriff Keith
Pearson told WPBF News,
though he wouldn’t say how
many people were killed.
About 125 homes were
destroyed before the hurricane
came ashore, many of them
mobile homes in communities
for senior citizens, said Kevin
Guthrie, the director of the
Florida Division of Emergency
Management. 
About 90 minutes after making
landfall, Milton was down-
graded to a Category 2 storm.
By early Thursday, the hurri-
cane was a Category 1 storm
with maximum sustained
winds of about 85 mph (135
kph) as it churned about 35
miles (55 kilometers) south of
Orlando.
Heavy rains were also likely to
cause flooding inland along
rivers and lakes as Milton tra-
verses the Florida Peninsula as
a hurricane, eventually to
emerge in the Atlantic Ocean
on Thursday. It is expected to
impact the heavily populated
Orlando area. 
The storm slammed into a
region still reeling two weeks
after Hurricane Helene flood-
ed streets and homes in west-
ern Florida and left at least 230
people dead across the South.

In many places along the coast,
municipalities raced to collect
and dispose of debris before
Milton’s winds and storm surge
could toss it around and com-
pound any damage.
Officials had issued dire warn-
ings to flee or face grim odds
of survival.
“This is it, folks,” said Cathie
Perkins, emergency manage-
ment director in Pinellas
County, which sits on the
peninsula that forms Tampa
Bay. “Those of you who were
punched during Hurricane
Helene, this is going to be a
knockout. You need to get out,
and you need to get out now.”
By late afternoon, some officials
said the time had passed for
such efforts, suggesting that
people who stayed behind hun-
ker down instead. By the
evening, some counties
announced they had suspend-
ed emergency services.
Jackie Curnick said she wres-
tled with her decision to stay
aat home in Sarasota, just north
of where the storm made land-
fall. But with a 2-year-old son
and a baby girl due Oct. 29,
Curnick and her husband
thought it was for the best.
Curnick said they started pack-
ing Monday to evacuate, but
they couldn’t find any available
hotel rooms, and the few they
came by were too expensive.
She said there were too many
unanswered questions if they
got in the car and left: Where
to sleep, if they’d be able to fill
up their gas tank, and if they
could even find a safe route out
of the state.
“The thing is it’s so difficult to
evacuate in a peninsula,” she
said. “In most other states,
you can go in any direction to
get out. In Florida there are
only so many roads that take
you north or south.”
At a news conference in
Tallahassee, Gov. Ron DeSantis
described deployment of a
wide range of resources, includ-
ing 9,000 National Guard
members from Florida and
other states; over 50,000 utili-
ty workers from as far as
California; and highway patrol
cars with sirens to escort gaso-
line tankers to replenish sup-
plies so people could fill up
their tanks before evacuating.
“Unfortunately, there will be
fatalities. I don’t think there’s
any way around that,” DeSantis
said.
Heavy rain and tornadoes
lashed parts of southern Florida
starting Wednesday morning,
with conditions deteriorating
throughout the day. 
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An Israeli strike on a school sheltering
the displaced in the Gaza Strip killed

at least 27 people on Thursday, Palestinian
medical officials said. 
The Israeli military said it targeted mili-
tants hiding among civilians, without pro-
viding evidence.
Israel has continued to strike at what it says
are militant targets across the Palestinian
enclave even as attention has shifted to its
war against Hezbollah in Lebanon and ris-
ing tensions with Iran. The military
launched a large-scale air and ground
operation against Hamas in northern Gaza
earlier this week.In a separate develop-
ment, a United Nations official said Israeli
forces fired on three positions of the UN
peacekeeping force in Lebanon, wound-
ing two peacekeepers. The official was not
authorised to brief media and spoke on
condition of anonymity.
The Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, where the
bodies were brought, said the strike in the
central town of Deir al-Balah killed 27 peo-
ple, including a child and seven women.
It said several other people were wound-
ed. An Associated Press reporter saw
ambulances streaming into the hospital
and counted the bodies, many of which
arrived in pieces.
“We appeal to the world. We are dying!”
one man screamed. 
The Israeli military said it carried out a pre-
cise strike targeting a militant command
and control centre inside the school. Israel
has repeatedly attacked schools that were
turned into shelters in Gaza, accusing mil-
itants of hiding out in them.
Witnesses who spoke on condition of

anonymity for security reasons said the
strike occurred while school managers
were meeting with representatives of an
aid group in a room normally used by
Hamas-run police who provide security.
They said there were no police in the room
at the time.
The Hamas-run government operated a
civilian police force numbering in the tens
of thousands. They largely vanished from
the streets after the start of the war as Israel
targeted them with airstrikes, but plain-
clothes Hamas security personnel still
exert control over most areas.
Hamas has continued to launch attacks on
Israeli forces and fire occasional rockets
into Israel more than a year after its
October 7 attack ignited the war.
Hamas-led militants stormed into Israel
and rampaged through army bases and
farming communities in that attack,
killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians,
and abducting around 250 others. They
are still holding around 100 captives, a
third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel’s offensive has killed over 42,000
Palestinians, according to local health
authorities, who do not say how many

were fighters but say women and children make up
more than half of the fatalities. The war has
destroyed large areas of Gaza and displaced around
90 per cent of its population of 2.3 million people,
often multiple times.
The Hezbollah militant group in Lebanon began
firing rockets into Israel on October 8, 2023, in sup-
port of Hamas and the Palestinians, drawing Israeli

airstrikes in retaliation. 
The fighting steadily escalated, and eventually boiled
over into all-out war in recent weeks, with Israel car-
rying out waves of heavy strikes across Lebanon and
launching a ground invasion. Hezbollah has
expanded its rocket fire to more populated areas
deeper inside Israel, causing few casualties but dis-
rupting daily life.
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Ratan Tata championed
innovations that are

helping build a better
tomorrow, auto industry body
SIAM said on Thursday while
paying homage to the
eminent industrialist who
passed away on Wednesday
night.
“Indian automobile industry
is deeply saddened with the
passing away of Shri Ratan
Tata, a towering figure, who
has played a stellar role in
bringing the Indian auto
industry to the global stage,”
Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM)
President Shailesh Chandra
said in a statement.
A great humanist, visionary
and leader, he championed
innovations that are helping
build a better tomorrow, he
added.
Hero MotoCorp Executive
Chairman Pawan Munjal
termed Tata as a visionary
leader and ethical statesman.
“I am deeply saddened by the
passing of Shri Ratan Tata.
His unparalleled
contributions as a visionary
leader and ethical statesman
have left an indelible mark on
our nation,” he stated. Munjal
further said, “Tata’s
commitment to integrity and

innovation not only
transformed industries but
also uplifted communities,
inspiring countless lives.”
A true hero, his legacy of
compassion and service will
resonate for generations,
guiding the industry towards
the greater good, he added.
Toyota Kirloskar Motor
Managing Director & Chief
Executive Officer Masakazu
Yoshimura said that as a
global corporate luminary,
Ratan Tata will forever be
remembered for his
transformative contribution
towards modernisation of the
Indian business landscape
and deep compassion towards
the betterment of the society.
His profound contribution
and revolutionary thinking
has inspired the automobile
industry in India to think
beyond conventional
boundaries, he added.
“Ratan Tata’s legacy will
continue to inspire and guide
generations, reminding us
that true leadership is defined
not only by business acumen
but by a selfless dedication to
serve the betterment of
humanity,” Yoshimura stated.
Tata, the former Tata Group
chairman, breathed his last at
Mumbai’s Breach Candy
Hospital at 11.30 pm on
Wednesday. He was 86.
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Indian instant payment
system Unified Payment

Interface (UPI) transaction
volumes recorded a 52 per
cent year-on-year surge to
78.97 billion in the first six
months of 2024, according to
a report.
In its India Digital Payments
Report for the first half of
2024 (January to June),
payment technology service
provider Worldline said on
Thursday that UPI continues
to rule the payment market
and is rapidly expanding its
reach.
“The number of UPI
transactions rose significantly
from 8.03 billion in January
2023 to 13.9 billion by June
2024. This growth in volume
was matched by an increase in
transaction value, which
climbed from Rs 12.98 trillion
in January 2023 to an
impressive Rs 20.07 trillion in
June 2024.
“When comparing H1 2024 to
the same period in 2023, UPI
transaction volume saw a
substantial increase of 52 per
cent, rising from 51.9 billion
to 78.97 billion,” the report
said.
The value of transactions
grew 40 per cent, increasing
from Rs 83.16 trillion to Rs
116.63 trillion.
In terms of volume and value
contribution, PhonePe
emerged as the top UPI app,
followed by Google Pay and
Paytm.
However, average ticket size
(ATS) of UPI transactions
saw a decline of 8 per cent, the
report noted.
The average ticket size (ATS)
of all UPI transactions in H1
2023 was Rs 1,603, while it

dropped to Rs 1,478 in 1H
2024, it said.
ATS consists of person-to-
person (P2P) and person-to-
merchant (P2M) transactions.
ATS in P2P transactions
registered an almost flat year-
on-year rise from Rs 2,812 to
Rs 2,836.
ATS for P2M transactions
dropped from Rs 667 to Rs
643, representing a 4 per cent
reduction.
“This significant rise in UPI
transactions, particularly in
the person-to-merchant
(P2M) segment, further
cements its position as the
preferred method for micro-
transactions, demonstrating
long-term sustainability and
even movement to larger
transactions in the coming
years,” Worldline India CEO
Ramesh Narasimhan said.
Grocery stores, restaurants,
service stations, clothing
stores, government services,
pharmacies, and hospitals
were the most visited in-store
merchant categories in the
first half of 2024.
According to the research,
they collectively accounted
for almost 53 per cent of the
overall transaction value and
68 per cent of the transaction
volume. 
E-commerce, gaming,
utilities, government services,
and financial services made
up around 81 per cent of the
overall transaction volume
and 74 per cent of the total
transaction value in the
online industry.
Furthermore, the report
revealed that between January
2023 and June 2024, the
number of POS (point of sale)
terminals increased 17 per
cent, rising from 7.65 million
to 8.96 million.
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Auto industry mourns Ratan
Tata’s loss, stocks still soar
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What is happiness and how can we
discover it in the simple moments of
daily life? Is there a pattern to the
challenges and hardships we face on
this journey? In ‘A Hundred Sips: Life
Stories over Filter Coffee’, Asha Iyer
Kumar presents a collection of
uplifting stories that explore these
questions and more. Rooted in her
personal experiences, Kumar’s
narratives reveal how hope and joy
can be found even amid life’s struggles
and tough decisions.
A Hundred Sips is a thought-
provoking and beautifully crafted
collection of stories that take the
reader on a reflective journey through
life’s everyday moments. Each essay is
like a sip from the cup of life, offering
warmth, insight, and the subtle
flavours of human experience.
Kumar's writing is both intimate and
relatable, drawing from her personal
observations and universal truths. Her
book explores themes of love, loss, joy
and the simple pleasures that often go
unnoticed in our fast-paced world.
The strength of her prose lies in its
simplicity; she conveys profound ideas
in a conversational tone, making it feel
like the reader is having a heartfelt
discussion with an old friend.
Her stories remind us that although
life may not always be perfect, there
are always glimmers of light, even in
the darkest times. With her
straightforward yet profound writing,
Kumar encourages readers to
recognise the happiness and
contentment hidden in everyday

moments, celebrating the small
pleasures often overlooked.
Through this journey, Kumar invites
readers to pause and reflect on their
own lives, helping them uncover
beauty in the ordinary and find the
extraordinary within the mundane.
Whether you’re searching for comfort,
inspiration or a fresh perspective, ‘A
Hundred Sips: Life Stories over Filter
Coffee,’ is a testament to the strength
of the human spirit and the joy that
can be discovered in the simplest of
experiences. Her message is clear:
Immerse yourself in these deep stories
and let them guide you in savouring
life, one sip at a time.

�1���6�	���13&����5�*�7�������#1
��	,�	
�9)

D��
*�:	�FGG/	��,��:	066E

����������	�
�����
����������
����������
������� �5�"���&	'��	%����4�$	���(4�&'��
$�?��&�'�	��	
�$��	��$	�'&	����	��	&��%��(
��'�����	�$��'�'�	��$	�4�'4��!	���&	��&�(�'�4�
��� 	'����&	'��	�?��4'���	��	���(4�(�&/
�$$��&&��(	'��	�������(�&	��	$��4"��'��(
'����	��&'����&	;����	��(���(�'��(	'��	�"%��'	��
"�(��'���/	���������&"	��$	�4�'4���	%���'���&!

�?�	�"%��&�&�&	'��	�"%��'����	��
%��&��?��(	��$��(���$	���(4�(�&	��$	'��	����
����	'��$�'���&	'��'	������	
�$���	����'�(�/
"� ��(	�	��"%�����(	��&�	���	������'�?�
��&%��&�����'�	��	&���(4��$��(	���(4�&'��
$�?��&�'�!

��5#4���1�	5���7�/���3���
#8
D�����:	�0GG/	��(�&:	277E


�	����������	���������������� :	���&'�����&&	���"	'��	�4%��(4�4&/	�
������'���	��	��&�(�'&	���"	'��	;���$H&	���$��(
&���=���%	(4�4&/	'��&	��� 	4���?��&	'��
��""��	'���'&	��$	&'��'�(��&	&����$	��	(���'
�����?��&!	
'	�5%����&	��;	'� ��(	��& &/
�������(	���"	����4��&	��$	%�&&�&&��(	4��I4�
������'��	�''���4'�&	���	%��%��	��$�?�$4��&
'�;��$	'����	$���"&!	��'�	%���'����	�$?���
��$	��&%���'�����	&'����&/	'��&	"�&'�����&&
�I4�%&	���$��&	;�'�	'��	'���&	'���	���$	'�
��?�(�'�	����H&	�������(�&	��$	�����?�	��&'��(
&4���&&!

���
ARRIVALS

;;

Time to Come Home by Damini Grover
is an insightful and transformative
guide that invites readers to embark on
a personal journey of self-love and
growth. From the very first chapter,

Grover begins with the question, “What is self-
love?” and encourages readers to dive into an
activity that helps define its true meaning. This
exercise serves as a powerful reminder that the
love we show to others - support, encouragement,
forgiveness, should be equally extended to
ourselves.
One of the key ideas that Grover highlights is that
self-love isn’t selfish, it’s essential for living a
balanced and fulfilling life. As she points out, "You
cannot love yourself without accepting your true
form." This simple yet profound concept invites
readers to embrace who they truly are, rather than
constantly seeking validation from others or

striving for perfection. The book’s first
chapter makes an impactful start by
showing how we often think of love in
terms of what we give to others, our
time, attention and care. As I read
through this list, I realised how rarely we
apply the same level of care to ourselves.
Grover encourages us to view self-love as
nurturing and forgiving ourselves, just as
we would those closest to us. This includes
celebrating our successes, whether big or
small, and giving ourselves the compassion
we so often reserve for others.
Grover’s experience as a psychologist shines
through in her practical advice, which is

grounded in both personal anecdotes and
examples from her professional life. These

real-life stories make the book relatable and
offer readers concrete ways to overcome

common barriers to self-love, such as societal
pressures and internalised doubt. She provides
practical exercises that help readers
incorporate self-love into their daily
routines, making this journey toward
personal growth more accessible
and achievable.
A particularly powerful
moment in the book is when
the author explains how
we often forget to
celebrate our own
achievements.

Whether it's a small personal victory or a
significant milestone, Grover reminds us that
recognising our own efforts is a vital part of self-
love. This isn’t about pride, but about valuing
ourselves and the work we put into our lives. It
struck me how often we fail to give ourselves
credit, constantly seeking praise from others,
when, in reality, we should be the first to
acknowledge our accomplishments.
What sets this book apart is its approachable
tone and simplicity. Grover doesn’t complicate
her message with overwhelming ideas or heavy
jargon. Instead, she offers practical guidance,
allowing the reader to feel more connected to
the process of self-love. Each chapter ends with
exercises that encourage reflection and action,
guiding readers toward building a stronger,
more compassionate relationship with
themselves.
One of the standout sections of Time to Come
Home explores the concept of self-acceptance.
Grover touches on how critical it is to stop
battling with ourselves and to accept who we are
in the present moment. She writes, “It is what it
is,” which resonates as a gentle yet powerful
reminder that acceptance is the foundation for
self-love. It’s about acknowledging our
imperfections without judgment, and choosing
to embrace ourselves as we are.
A theme that deeply resonated with me was the
emphasis on forgiveness, not just of others, but
of ourselves. The author beautifully explains
how forgiving ourselves for past mistakes and
shortcomings is essential to moving forward.
This aspect of self-love, often overlooked, is
crucial for personal growth and healing. She
also emphasises that loving ourselves includes
uplifting ourselves in moments of doubt and
difficulty, just as we would for a friend.
Time to Come Home is a guide for anyone
seeking to rediscover themselves and
strengthen their foundation of self-love.
Through relatable stories, practical exercises,
and a compassionate tone, Damini Grover
highlights the vital role self-love plays in our
overall well-being. According to Grover, self-
love is not a luxury but a necessity. Without it,
we may feel disconnected and unfulfilled,
constantly seeking validation from others. By
embracing self-love, we improve our
relationships, make better decisions and lead
more authentic lives. This book  is a must-read
for anyone ready to embark on the journey of
returning to themselves and embracing the
power of self-love.
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ABOUT THE BOOK
Book : Time To Come Home -

Sowing the Seeds of Self-Love for
Lasting Happiness

by DAMINI GROVER
Publisher : Hay House
Number of Pages: 280

�399.00
Availability: Amazon
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F inding joy: A hundred sips
of life’s simple moments
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Not Before You by Lata
Gwalani is a layered

story that explores different
facets of human emotions
and accompanying family
dynamics. It is the story of a
mother’s angst as she faces
the reality that her first-born
son is differently-abled and
would not survive long. The
story also explores the fragile
balance of the family, as the
other two members – the
father and the second child, a
normal daughter, deal with
the situation in their own
way, which does not include
a caregiver role for the child.
Jaya works in the media. A
chance meeting with Suraj
who runs his Yoga Ashram,
culminates into romance,
and marriage. Their joy soon
turns into despair when they
realise that the child, Nikhil,
is different. The diagnosis
after several visits to the
doctors shatters them. In
time, they have a daughter,
Divya, who is normal. Jaya is
determined to care for son
till the end. Suraj takes
refuge by escaping from
reality. Divya is traumatised

as she does not understand
the reason for her mother
spending more time with her
brother to her exclusion. She
also wants her mother to
cuddle and care for her the
way she sees her caring for
Nikhil or the way the
mothers of her friends care
for their children. She
continues to fight her
demons even as an adult. She
also blames her mother for
the missing father. The
mother bears it stoically.
Years pass. Jaya retires from
her professional
responsibilities. She realises
with dismay that she is not
getting any younger. She is
not invincible. She is worried
about Nikhil if she passes
away before her son. She is
willing to go to the extremes
to ensure that the young
man, who has been
bedridden since birth, does
not suffer if she dies before
him. She is a mother who
wants her son to die first. She
is not certain if the two other
people who matter to her,
Suraj and Divya, would
support her.
Almost 8 million children in
India live with disabilities.

The first thought that runs
through our minds is a silent
prayer to the supreme being
that our children lead a
normal life, and then a
sympathy towards the
parents. We do not pause and
reflect upon the sentiments
of the affected parents. Lata
shows us the mirror to do
just that. It is a sensitive
subject beautifully handled
by her. There are short
references to Yama, the God
of death, looking down upon
this unique mother and
bowing to her wishes to not
die before the child. These
passages do not interrupt the
flow of the story, but could
have been avoided. This is a
book that teaches us the
meaning of empathy. Lata
Gwalani has a career
spanning three decades in
journalism and behavioural
training. She is a renowned
speaker on Emotional
Intelligence and Leadership.
Latauncovers captivating
tales in the mundane and has
published three works.
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Sanjay Chandra is an author,
speaker and strategy
consultant who writes for
The Pioneer and The Hindu.
His novels include Behind
Closed Doors (2023), The
Gymnast (2022) and The Life
and Times of a Common
Man (2019). He lives in
Gurugram and connects
with readers through his
website and social media.
Sanjay loves to interact with
readers through his email
sanjaychandra59@gmail.com
, his website
www.authorsanjaychandra.c
om and various social media
handles. 
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ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: Not Before You 
by LATA GWALANI

Publisher: Vishwakarma
Publication

Paperback: 216 page
�325
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India all-rounder Nitish
Kumar Reddy said the idea
was to take on the

Bangladeshi spinners and
credited head coach Gautam
Gambhir for boosting his
confidence after his all-round
effort powered the hosts to an
86-run win in the second T20I
here. 
India, who had lost to
Bangladesh the last time these
two teams clashed here, landed
in trouble with their top order
blown away inside the
powerplay but Reddy and
Rinku Singh joined forces to
turn the tables on Bangladesh. 
The pair put on108 runs for
the fourth wicket from 49 balls
to take the game away from
Bangladesh, with Reddy
clobbering seven sixes and four
fours to make 74 from a mere

34 balls. 
“The conversation that we
were having (was) a smooth
conversation, we were not
taking any pressure. We did
not plan anything about the
score. We saw the spinner
coming on to bowl, and we
thought that this was the main
over and we should take him
on,” he said in a video shared
by BCCI. 
“To be honest, I should thank
Gautam sir for this. He gave a
lot of confidence in me. He
told me to believe in my
bowling.” 
“(He said) ‘when you are
bowling, you should think like
a bowler and not as a batsman
who can bowl’. That is what he
kept telling me and that
somehow boosted me,” he
added. 
Reddy said he was grateful for
being adjudged the Player of

the Match. “Playing for India is
in itself a proud moment and
getting the man of the match
(award), I feel so grateful for
this and I just want to live in
this moment,” he said. 
“Once I got to know that from
here you should take on. I just
knew that I will take on the
bowlers. I was backing myself
saying ‘you can do this’, added
Reddy, who returned 4-0-23-2.
“The conversation between us
was like, he was telling me that
maybe it is God’s plan. We
were just believing (in) it and
we were just hitting the balls,”
Reddy said in a video shared by
BCCI. 
Rinku, who scored 53 off 29
balls with five fours and three
sixes, said the pair decided to
take the attack to the
opposition. 
“We were enjoying our batting.
I just said it is God’s plan, just

keep hitting and leave it on the
one above. Nitesh bhai also
batted well,” said Rinku. 
“It was only his second
international match and it felt
really good watching him,” he
added. 
Rinku looked at his record
with pride saying he has won
each series that he has played
for India and expressed his
wish to continue doing that. 
“This was my third of century
in T20Is and all three have
come in situations where India
have lost early wickets have
been lost and I got the chance
to bat and I made a fifty,” he
said. 
“I have won all the series with
the Indian team since I started
playing, so I would want to
remain with the team and the
key keep winning,” added
Rinku, who also has ‘God’ plan’
tattooed on his arm. 
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Shreyas Iyer would like to sit
back on a ‘Time Machine’

to revive his start-stop
international career while
Ishan Kishan would aim to
clear the popular perception
about his allegedly “misplaced
priorities”, when the 90th
edition of Ranji Trophy starts
across the country with
hundreds of players ready to
slog it out for different
ambitions and varied goals.
The Indian cricket board’s
powerful rap on the knuckles
to the ‘IPL happy duo’ was a
message loud and clear to
anyone who would care to
listen - to earn mega bucks in
IPL auction, learn to give
respect to the foundation of
country’s cricket - India’s very
own national championship.
Iyer wouldn’t mind having a
1,321-run reason like he had
in the 2015-16 Ranji edition
which brought him into
national reckoning. 
He is at the cross-roads where
it may not take long to slip off
the selector’s radar as his
favourite ODI format is slowly
losing relevance. Similarly,
Kishan, who has fallen off the
pecking order among national
‘keepers, has accepted the
responsibility to captain
Jharkhand which would also
be a signal of his intent for Ajit
Agarkar and his colleagues.

Like every edition, Ranji
Trophy will be devoid of star
power with none of country’s
top 17-18 players likely to be
available throughout the
season due to eight Test
matches scheduled between
October 16 to January 7. 
The next 18 will only be
available for a single round
before they embark on India
‘A’ tour to Australia while
another 15 among the younger
crop of top T20 stars also
unavailable for a couple of
weeks owing to a four-match
T20I series in South Africa.
If that is not enough, another
15 will be in Muscat for the
Emerging Asia Cup
tournament, where BCCI
wouldn’t send its U-23 team
like previous years as other
Asian nations don’t have
robust age-group programme. 

Like every year, the national
selectors would be out there to
unearth hidden diamonds and
give them wings to fly in
coming years.
The Indian Test team’s
philosophy has undergone
sea-change over the years and
it will no longer just be about
volume of runs scored and
quantum of wickets. “If runs
and wickets alone would have
been a marker then Milind
Kumar or Jalaj Saxena would
have played for India,” a
former national selector, who
has a deep understanding of
the process said.
“If a batter has scored only 500
runs in a season but there is
hundred on a green-top
against good domestic attack
and 60-odd on a proverbial
akhaada (rank turner), his
name would find a place in

selector’s notebook for India A
and pathways programme. 
“Similarly, if a fast bowler is
running in and making things
happen on a batting belter
with sun beating down, he will
automatically grab eyeballs. It
is all about adaptability and
challenging yourself to get out
of your comfort zone. If its a
flat deck, then show your
stamina and score a triple even
when you are suffering from
cramps.” 
“To play for India, show that
you are different. All selectors
have specific names in mind
when they go for an
assignment. Yes, they look at
all players but focus would be
on what national team
requirements are,” the selector,
a former India Test player said.
Among the teams, Mumbai
once again would be a team to
beat with Ajinkya Rahane,
Prithvi Shaw, Shreyas Iyer in
its ranks although the Khan
brothers — Sarfaraz and
Musheer — will be missing;
elder one due to national duty
and younger one because of a
recent road accident.
Rajat Patidar, who blew away
his chances later grabbed by
Sarfaraz, would like to show
that he is still around even as
Madhya Pradesh are likely to
miss their star off-spinner all-
rounder Saransh Jain after first
round, since he might make it
to India A for Australia tour.
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Indian batter Shafali Verma said she and
her opening partner Smriti Mandhana

have moved away from the mindset of
entering matches with “pre-determined”
ideas about targeting any particular type of
bowling, which has helped them achieve
greater success.
The duo put up a 98-run opening stand to
lay the foundation of India’s emphatic 82-
run win over Sri Lanka on Wednesday. In
her 38-ball 50, Mandhana attacked the
spinners, which is noteworthy since she
typically relies on Shafali to handle
tweakers.
“Yes, we have a very good combination
now, as you said. That’s because now we
don’t go being pre-determined. Whoever
is connecting well with the bat and ball on
that day, we try to give singles and let her
play more balls,” Shafali said at the post-
match press conference.
“She’s hitting the spinners very well. So, it’s
a good thing. And we both just try to give
as good a start as we can then it’d be good
for the team to build a good inning and hit

a good target,” she added.
Under the pump after the heavy loss to
New Zealand and an underwhelming win
over Pakistan, India’s hammering of Sri
Lanka massively boosted their net run
rate, elevating them to the second spot in
Group A.
The Indian women have, however,

struggled to hit the maximums at the
Dubai Cricket Stadium, where they have
played all of their matches till now.
Shafali and Mandhana also copped
criticism for their running between the
wickets, which improved drastically
against Sri Lanka
“We missed a lot of runs in the starting. I
know about that. I think we’re used to the
condition. Maybe because of that, we’re
running well in between wickets. But we’re
trying to get the first run fast. Because the
ground is very big, 70 meters, if I’m not
wrong.
“So, we try to take the first run fast. It’s
very difficult to hit the sixes but we’re
thinking of taking the first run fast,”
Shafali said.
India next take on group leaders Australia
in Sharjah on Sunday. It will be a change of
venue for Harmanpreet Kaur and Co.
“For Sharjah, we will have three days off, If
I am not wrong. So, we will work on the
process and we will focus on what we can
do to be confident. And hopefully, if we
give our 100% individually then of course,
we will win.”

Not going in with pre-determined mindset
has helped Smiriti and me, says Shafali

Rinku said India skipper
Suryakumar Yadav urges his
players to remain aggressive
and play their natural game. 
“Surya bhai has asked us to be
aggressive and play our natural
game, just back our shots and
show our energy,” he said.

NITISH KUMAR REDDY CREDITS GAUTAM
GAMBHIR FOR ALL-ROUND SHOW IN 2ND T20I


