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Apresidential campaign marked by
upheaval and rancour approached

its finale on Election Day as
Americans decided whether to send
Donald Trump back to the White
House or elevate Kamala Harris to the
Oval Office.
Polls opened across the nation on
Tuesday morning as voters faced a
stark choice between two candidates
who have offered drastically different
temperaments and visions for the
world’s largest economy and dominant
military power. 
Harris, the Democratic vice
president, stands to be the first
female president if elected. She has
promised to work across the aisle to
tackle economic worries and other
issues without radically departing
from the course set by President Joe
Biden. Trump, the Republican former
president, has vowed to replace
thousands of federal workers with
loyalists, impose sweeping tariffs on
allies and foes alike, and stage the
largest deportation operation in US
history.
The two candidates spent the waning
hours of the campaign overlapping in
Pennsylvania, the biggest
battleground state. They were trying
to energise their bases as well as
Americans still on the fence or
debating whether to vote at all. 
“It’s important, it’s my civic duty and
it’s important that I vote for myself
and I vote for the democracy and the
country which I supported for 22
years of my life,” said Ron Kessler, 54,
an Air Force veteran from
Pennsylvania who said he was voting
for just the second time. 
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Eight consecutive incidents of
terrorist violence in a gap of
20 days in Kashmir valley,

after the formation of the Omar
Abdullah government, have sent
alarm bells ringing in the entire
security grid to gear up for the long
winter ahead.
The pattern of strikes also shows a
disturbing trend as the terrorist
handlers picked up dormant and
least expected areas to target the
security forces. The terrorist
handlers have also shifted their
focus from the Jammu region back
to Kashmir valley to drive a wedge
between the newly elected popular
government and the security
establishment.
Recently, when Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha chaired a
meeting of the Unified command
headquarters in the aftermath of a
dastardly attack on the
construction workers in the
Gagangir area of Sonamarg newly
elected Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah remained conspicuous
by his absence. 
The selection of targets and timing
of these attacks suggested the
terrorist handlers wanted to
demonstrate their capabilities to
strike at will despite the huge
presence of security forces in the
hinterland. Two days after the
grenade attack hit the shoppers in
the busy ‘Sunday market’ near the
TRC centre in Srinagar, a group of
heavily armed terrorists were
trapped by the security forces in
the Kaitsan forest area of
Bandipora on Tuesday.
The security forces launched the
operation on receipt of credible
inputs about the presence of
terrorists in the area. Till the time

of filing the report, the security
forces had established contact with
the terrorists and heavy exchange
of firing was going on in the area. 
Srinagar-based Chinar Corps
posted on X, “Based on specific
intelligence input regarding the
presence of terrorists in the general
area of Kaitsan forest, a Joint
Operation was launched by the
Indian Army, Jammu and Kashmir

Police and CRPF in the general
area Chuntawadi Kaitsan,
Bandipora. Contact was
established and a firefight ensued.
Operation is in progress”.
However, unconfirmed reports
claimed one terrorist was
neutralised in the ongoing
operations in the area. Additional
troops were also rushed in to plug
the gaps to prevent the escape of

terrorists pinned down in the
thickly forested area of Kaitsan.
Meanwhile, Sinha warned on
Tuesday that the houses of those
providing shelter to terrorists
would be razed to the ground as he
asked people to stand up against
the perpetrators of terror. He also
said if security forces, the Union
Territory administration and
people come together, then
terrorism could be eliminated
from the region in a year.
I have directed the forces not to
harm any innocent but the culprits
will not be spared. If anyone
provides shelter to terrorists, then
his house will be razed to the
ground. There will be no
compromise on it,” the LG said at a
function in north Kashmir’s
Baramulla district.
In a veiled reference to some of the
politicians vocal on the issue,
Sinha said some people make
statements that atrocities are being
committed on those providing
shelter to terrorists. “However, this
is not an atrocity, but a demand for
justice and such justice will
continue,” he added.
Sinha said some people are trying to
disrupt the peace in Jammu and
Kashmir. “Our neighbour is trying,
but it does not worry us. It is the
people here who are doing it on its
directions (that is a cause of
concern). It is not just the job of the
security forces and the
administration but the people as
well to identify such people,” he said.
He added that if the forces,
administration and people come
together, then “it (terrorism) will
not remain here for more than a
year. But if the people give them
shelter and then say we are doing
injustice to them, then that is not
right.” 
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With just days remaining
until the November 20

Uttar Pradesh Assembly by-
elections, the political sparring
over slogans has intensified.
Samajwadi Party (SP)
President Akhilesh Yadav
recently criticised Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s
“batenge toh katenge” remark,
calling it “the worst slogan in
history.” In response, Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya accused the SP of
supporting “jihadis” to secure
votes.
The issue has drawn
comments from leaders
across the political spectrum,
including Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) chief Mayawati,
who weighed in on the
escalating rhetoric. Political
analysts suggest that while the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
is appealing to religious
sentiments, the SP aims to
shift the focus toward caste-
based solidarity through its
PDA (backward, Dalit, and
minority) framework.
Maurya took to social media
platform X, alleging that the
SP’s true agenda was to
appease Muslims and
“support jihadis” for vote-

bank politics. “SP’s politics of
dividing society through
fronts like ‘love jihad,’ ‘land
jihad,’ and ‘vote jihad’ reveals
Akhilesh Yadav’s so-called
harmony claims,” he posted.
Maurya questioned if this was
the PDA that Yadav
promoted, declaring, “SP’s
true character and face have
been exposed.”
Meanwhile, a poster outside
the SP office has reignited the
debate. Displayed on
Saturday night, it reads,
“Mathadhish will divide and
cut… PDA will unite and
win,” implying the SP’s
commitment to uniting
marginalised communities
against division. This follows
Mayawati’s own statement
urging voters to align with the

BSP, dismissing the SP-BJP
slogan battle as a distraction
from real issues.
The slogan originated when
Adityanath introduced
“batenge toh katenge” (if you
divide, you will be cut off)
during the Haryana elections,
later endorsed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi with
the line “Ek hain toh safe
hain” (if we are united, we are
safe). Some attribute this
messaging to the BJP’s recent
success in Haryana.
In response, SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav took to
social media with the
counter-slogan “judenge toh
jeetenge” (if we unite, we will
win), emphasising positive
politics. “In the interest of
society, the Chief Minister

should rethink his negative
outlook and consider
changing his advisors,” Yadav
wrote, urging Adityanath to
adopt a more inclusive
approach. He added, “A good
leader nurtures positive
thoughts and keeps both his
sleeves and arms open.”
Yadav further commented on
the role of the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) in the by-
elections, suggesting that its
entry has unsettled both the
BJP and SP, as both parties
attempt to shift public focus
with competing posters.
Yadav stated, “Instead of
divisive slogans, what is truly
needed is a commitment to
unity - if we join with the BSP,
we will progress and remain
safe.”
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In a big relief to Madrassas
in Uttar Pradesh, the

Supreme Court on Tuesday
upheld the constitutional
validity of the 2004 Uttar
Pradesh Board of Madrassa
Education Law, and set aside
an Allahabad High Court
verdict quashing it on the
ground that it was violative of
the principle of secularism.
However, the Bench of Chief
Justice of India (CJI) DY
Chandrachud with Justices JB
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra
set aside provisions of the Act
which empowers the Madarsa
Board to prescribe course of
instructions and text books
for higher education - ‘kamil’
(postgraduate course) and
‘fazil’ (junior research
programme). The SC held
that these particular
provisions are in violation of
the University Grants
Commission Act (UGC Act). 
The Bench said that the High
Court erred in holding that
the law was violative of the
principle of secularism. “We
have upheld the validity of the
UP madrassa law and
moreover a statute can be
struck down only if the State
lacks the legislative
competence,” CJI
Chandrachud said while
pronouncing the verdict. 

The order came as a big relief
to teachers and students of
UP Madrassas as the High
Court had ordered closure of
the seminaries and relocation
of students to other schools in
the state. On March 22, the
High Court declared the Act
as “unconstitutional” and
violative of the principle of
secularism, and asked the
State Government to
accommodate madrassa
students in the formal
schooling system. In a
breather for about 17 lakh
Madrassa students, the SC
stayed the HC order on April
5. 
The three Judge Bench of the
SC said the legislative scheme
of the law was to standardise
the level of education being
prescribed in Madrassas. The
bench heard a battery of
lawyers including senior
advocates Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, P Chidambaram,
Mukul Rohatgi, representing
petitioners against the HC
verdict. 
The SC said that a law can be
struck down for violation of
fundamental rights under
part III of the Constitution or
on grounds of legislative
competence but not for
violation of basic structure.
“Statute can be struck down
only for violation of part III or
legislative competence and
not for violating basic
structure.
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In a majority 7:2 ruling, the
Supreme Court on

Tuesday held that states are
not empowered under the
Constitution to take over all
privately-owned resources
for distribution to serve the
“common good”. A nine-
judge bench headed by Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud,
however, said states can stake
claim over private properties
in certain cases. Justice BV
Nagarathna partially
disagreed with the majority
judgement penned by the
CJI, while Justice Sudhanshu
Dhulia dissented on all
aspects. 
The majority verdict
pronounced by the CJI
Chandrachud overruled
Justice Krishna Iyer’s five-
decade-old ruling that all
privately owned resources
can be acquired by the State
for distribution under
Article 39(b) of the
Constitution. 
“We hold that not every
resource owned by an
individual can be considered
a material resource of a
community only because it
meets the qualifier of
material needs,” said the
majority of the judges led by
CJI, supported by six Judges.
The SC held that for a
privately-owned property to
qualify as a material resource
of the community, it must
meet certain tests first.
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‘Batenge toh katenge’ V/s ‘Judenge toh jeetenge’
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Two days after two traffic
policemen on duty were

dragged on the bonnet of a
car, two persons, including a
Delhi Police constable, who
was on a night patrolling duty,
and a B.Tech student died in a
gruesome incident after a
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) bus mowed them
down on Monday night, near
the Monastery Market in
North Delhi due to over
speeding.
The horror unfolded around
10.15 pm when a green DTC
bus went out of control,
climbing a pavement outside
the Monastery Market on
Ring road,  and subsequently
hitting a billboard pole. The
impact of the collision was
such that it knocked the
billboard off from its base.
The bus then hit a pedestrian
and an on duty police
constable of Civil Lines police
station. 
The vehicle finally came to a
halt when it crossed the road,
and crashed into a road
divider. The crime scene
revealed the severity of the
disturbing accident with the

fallen pole, blood spilled on
the road and the damaged
bus that stood stranded in the
middle of the road till it was
towed in the late afternoon.
“The green DTC bus,
operating on the route from
Sarai Kale Khan to Nand
Nagari via ISBT, developed
some technical snag. Around
10.38 pm, the Police Control
Room (PCR) received
multiple calls claiming that
the bus had swerved off the
road near the Monastery
Market, causing extensive
damage and leaving two
people critically injured,”
Deputy Commissioner of

Police (North) Raja Banthia
stated.
However, according to the
police sources, the bus was
speeding when the incident
occurred, and a blood sample
of the driver has been sent to
test if he was under the
influence of alcohol.
The accident claimed two
lives including that of the
young Delhi Police Constable
Victor, a resident of Nagaland,
and had joined the service in
2019. He was posted at Civil
Lines police station from June
2023. He was on his PCR
motorcycle when the accident
occurred. 
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“Chhatti Maiya ne apne
paas bula liya Sharda ji

ko”, said 76-year-old Usha
Rani, a resident of Bhagalpur
in Bihar who had just observed
the first day’s rituals of the
four-day Chhath Puja on
Tuesday, with Sharda Sinha’s
folk songs for the occasion
playing in the background and
reverberating the festive

ambience of her home, and
bylanes of Tilka Majhi Chowk. 
Sinha’s demise on the holy
days of Chhath festive season
leaves behind a bouquet of
signature songs of Mahaparv
of the Poorvanchalis. Her
songs have often forced
many of them to head back
home to Bihar from as far as
New York, London or Tokyo
to pay obeisance to the
setting and then the rising
Sun Godm from the water

bodies of Bihar, Jharkhand,
Odisha, and elsewhere across
the length and breadth of
India.
Popular folk singer Sharda
Sinha, who was undergoing
treatment at All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) Delhi, died on
Tuesday night. She was 72.
“Sharda Sinha expired at 9.20
pm due to refractory shock
as a result of septicemia,” an
AIIMS official said.
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One worker died as a
temporary structure

collapsed at a construction site
on the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
Bullet Train corridor in
Gujarat’s Anand district on
Tuesday evening, officials said.
The incident took place at
Vasad village, said
Superintendent of Police (SP)

Gaurav Jasani. “Preliminary
information suggests that four
workers were trapped between
concrete blocks, two of them
have been rescued. One of the
workers died in hospital,” he

added. A temporary structure
of steel and concrete blocks
being used for well foundation
work fell down, said an official
of the National High Speed
Rail Corporation Limited
(NHSRCL) which is executing
the project. The site is near the
Mahi river near Vadodara, and
a rescue operation was being
carried out using cranes and
excavators, he added.
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Dry days declared on November 11, 13
and 23, training for micro observers
PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

I n preparation for the
upcoming elections,
District Election Officer

Ananya Mittal has declared a
dry day across East
Singhbhum district from 5:00
pm on November 11 until
5:00 pm on November 13,
and again on November 23,
the counting day. This meas-
ure, implemented under
Section 26 of the Narcotics
Excise Act, aims to maintain
public order and ensure
smooth conduct of the elec-
tion process on November
13.

In accordance with
Section 135(c) of the
Representation of People Act,
1951, additional guidelines
have been issued, prohibiting
the sale, distribution, or pro-
vision of alcoholic beverages
in hotels, restaurants,
schools, shops, or any other
public or private places with-
in the polling area during the
specified period of 48 hours
leading up to the close of
polling.

The directive warns that
any violation of these rules
may result in penalties,
including imprisonment of
up to six months, a fine up to
?2,000, or both. Additionally,
any confiscated intoxicating
substances will be seized and
disposed of according to the
law.

The District Election
Officer has urged the public
and business owners to com-
ply with these regulations, as
they are essential for main-
taining peace and order dur-
ing the election period.
Authorities will conduct
inspections to ensure adher-
ence to the guidelines, and
stringent actions will be
taken against any breaches.

A training session for
micro observers was con-
ducted at Michael John
Auditorium in Bistupur,
focusing on their essential
role during polling day. Key
attendees included Police
Observer  A. Satish Ganesh,
along with General Observers
Ashwin Ashok Mudgal (49 -
Jamshedpur),  Sridhar Babu
Addanki (48 - Jamshedpur),

Kulange Vijay Amrut (47 -
Jugsalai and 46 - Potka),
Kiran Kaushal (45 -
Ghatshila), and  Raghul K.
(44 - Baharagora), along with
PD ITDA  Dipankar
Chaudhary.

The program emphasized
that micro observers are
responsible for overseeing
the smooth execution of the
polling process, starting from
the day prior to polling.
Observers were advised to
arrive at the dispatch center
one day in advance, accom-
pany the polling team to the
polling station, and later
return with them to the
receiving center after polling
concludes. Micro observers
were instructed to submit
their reports directly to the
designated General Observer,

who will closely monitor their
actions throughout the
polling.

The training underscored
that micro observers must
arrive at polling stations on
time to check for adequate
preparations, ensure the
presence of polling agents,
verify the availability of
indelible ink and voter regis-
ters, and inspect basic facili-
ties at the site. Following the
conclusion of polling, they
must submit their findings in
a formal report at the receiv-
ing center.

The attending General
Observers reiterated the crit-
ical role of micro observers,
particularly in high-risk or
“vulnerable” booths, urging
them to perform their duties
with diligence and resolve
any uncertainties by consult-
ing senior officials. Observers
highlighted the importance of
clear communication, urging
micro observers to immedi-
ately report any disturbances
to district officials and the
control room.

The session included
practical guidance on main-
taining polling station forms,
overseeing the use of EVMs,
ballot units, and presiding
officers’ tasks. Observers
were also briefed on VVPAT
procedures, including mock
polling with a minimum of 50
votes and the final sealing
process.

PNS : BOKARO

Steel Authority of India Limited
(SAIL) has entered into an academic
collaboration with the Administrative
Staff College of India (ASCI),
Hyderabad, by signing a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) at its Corporate Office in New
Delhi. This partnership will enable
customized Management
Development Programs for SAIL’s
newly promoted executives, aimed at

enhancing leadership capabilities.
As part of SAIL’s broader Learning

& Development (L&D) strategy, this
initiative seeks to offer executives
enriched academic exposure and
training to support their growth into
higher roles. The ceremony was
attended by KK Singh, Director
(Personnel) and B.S Popli from SAIL
and Nirmalya Bagchi, Director, ASCI,
Hyderabad, marking a joint commit-
ment to fostering professional
excellence and managerial expertise.

SAIL and ASCI Hyderabad partner for Executive Development

Political shift in Bokaro:
Hundreds of Youth Join BJP
PNS : BOKARO

In Bokaro Assembly con-
stituency, a wave of political
change has seen hundreds of
young people leave the
Congress party to join the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).  BJP candidate and sit-
ting MLA, Biranchi Narayan,
warmly welcomed the new
members, symbolizing their
induction with traditional
scarves. Amid a vibrant cele-
bration, local youth honored
Narayan with drums and
music, marking the occasion
as a powerful statement of
change.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Narayan hailed this
unity as a beacon of change,
expressing his commitment
to advancing development in

Bokaro. “This collective
strength signifies a call for
transformation. Together, we
will tread new paths of
progress in the Bokaro con-
stituency. BJP is devoted to
development and public

service, and with everyone’s
support, our initiatives will
come to fruition on the
ground,” he affirmed.

Narayan emphasized this
unity as a step toward trans-
formation and pledged com-

mitment to Bokaro’s develop-
ment. With Triveni Mahtha
leading the charge, the event
saw key attendees from BJP
Senior leaders like Sanjay
Tyagi and Kamlesh Rai rally
behind the cause.

Hot Air Balloon for voter 
awareness launched by DEO Bokaro

PNS : BOKARO

In a unique move to encourage voter turnout,
District Election Officer (DEO) and Deputy

Commissioner (DC) Vijaya Jadhav launched a
hot air balloon in the skies over the District
Collectorate premises, aiming to inspire resi-
dents to vote in the upcoming elections on
November 20, 2024. Joined by other officials,
the collective balloon launch was part of a
series of activities organized by the Systematic
Voters Education and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) campaign to boost voter awareness
across the district.

The colorful hot air balloon, adorned with
voter awareness slogans and the polling date,
ascended nearly 70 meters, symbolizing a call
for all citizens to participate in the democrat-
ic process. “This initiative is a visual reminder
for everyone to exercise their voting rights,”
said DC Vijaya Jadhav. She encouraged those
present to not only vote but also to inspire
family and community members to join in.

In a simultaneous event, another hot air
balloon was launched at the Sub-Division
Office in Chas by Sub-Divisional Officer
Pranjal Dhanda, DCLR Prabhash Dutta, and
other officials, reinforcing the district's com-
mitment to voter education.

Notably with polling set to take place
across four constituencies—34 Gomia, 35
Bermo, 36 Bokaro, and 37 Chandankiyari—
the district administration is actively engaging
in innovative efforts to increase voter partici-
pation and ensure a successful election day.

DEMAND TO
BAN HIMANTA
BISWA
SARMA’S
CAMPAIGN
PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

Jharkhand Congress
Minority Department
Secretary Shahzad
Qureshi has requested
the Election Commission
to bar Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma from campaigning
in the Jharkhand
Assembly elections.
According to Qureshi,
Sarma has repeatedly
used inflammatory lan-
guage that targets a spe-
cific community, violating
the spirit of fair cam-
paigning.

Qureshi alleged that
Sarma has been making
baseless and misleading
statements about "infil-
tration," using unverified
data to mislead voters.
"Since the 2011 census,
no new census has taken
place, yet he is presenting
fabricated statistics to
create confusion among
people," Qureshi said.

He further accused the
Assam CM of spreading
communal tensions to
gain political advantage,
arguing that such state-
ments openly violate the
Model Code of Conduct.
In his appeal to the
Election Commission,
Qureshi urged for imme-
diate action to ensure fair
and peaceful elections by
restricting Sarma’s partic-
ipation in the campaign.

"For a neutral and
peaceful election process,
the Election Commission
should take steps to ban
Sarma’s campaigning and
initiate appropriate
action," Qureshi stated.

Palamu MP assures SAHARA investors will
get funds back if party comes to power
PNS : DALTONGANJ

BJP's Sankalp Patr has
brought some big hope for the
investors to the Sahara
Company who feel lost and
cheated by the Sahara
Company.  BJP MP Vishnu
Dayal Ram today told media-
persons that "Let our govern-
ment be formed here, our
party will do all to ensure
refund for the investments
made by the investors to the
Sahara Company who are
made to run from pillar to post
for their deposits back to
them." He said "We will do it.
Then we will move on to other
big Chit Fund companies. West
Bengal is doing in this direc-
tion." MP spoke about meas-
ures to contain human traf-
ficking Jharkhand is so infa-

mous for. He said "Once we
come here in power  we will
launch Operation Surakchha."

Irrigation will be priori-
tised. More and more hectares
of land would be reached
water assured the MP.
Palamu's pulse Arhar and
Marwa grain  will be further
promoted to benefit the finan-
cial aspects of the farmers
added the MP.  He said, "We
had raised the issue of the
upgradation of the rudimenta-
ry Chiyanki air strip before
the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Ranchi  as Palamu
needs to be air connected if
this division is to find a place
in the industrial map since no
industrialist will be in a posi-
tion to 4 hours travel down
here from Ranchi by road.
Quick mode for communica-

tion is no luxury now."  The
BJP as part of its poll strategy
took down its Sankalp Patr,
launched with great fanfare a
few days ago by the union
Home Minister Amit Shah in
Ranchi, to Daltonganj today
November 5, where a battery
of BJP leaders namely MP
Palamu Vishnu Dayal Ram, UP
state transport minister Daya
Shankar Singh, district presi-
dent Amit Tiwary, veteran
Shyam Narain Dubey, young
leader Jyoti Pandey etc re
introduced the Sankalp Patr.

Talking about the Mandal
dam hanging fire since more
than 4 decades, he said "Fund
has reached the state of for
the 72 families that are to be
displaced following submer-
gence of half a dozen 
villages."
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INDIA block promises 10 lakh jobs,
1932 Khatian based policy in manifesto
PNS : RANCHI

T he INDI Alliance
released its manifesto
for Jharkhand on

Tuesday. The grand alliance
has named its manifesto as
Nyay Patra. Through this, the
grand alliance has promised
7 guarantees to the public.

During this, Congress
National President
Mallikarjun Kharge, CM
Hemant Soren, Jharkhand
Congress in-charge Ghulam
Ahmed Mir, State Congress
President Keshav Mahato
Kamlesh, RJD's Jaiprakash
Narayan Yadav, CPI ML's
Shubhendu Sen etc. were
present.

Among the 7 guarantees
given by the grand alliance,
the guarantee is of 1932
based Khatian, under which,
along with bringing the local-
ity policy based on the 1932
Khatian, implementing the
Sarna Dharma Code, as well
as committed to the preser-
vation of regional language
and culture, guarantee of

Mainiya Samman, under this,
an honor amount of Rs 2,500
will be given under the
Mainiya Samman Yojana
from December 2024.

Other guarantees include

guarantee of social justice,
under which it is committed
to protect the interests of STs,
28%, SCs, 27%, and minori-
ties. Along with this, it is
committed to form a back-

ward class welfare ministry.
Guarantee of food security,
under which 7 kg ration will
be distributed per person.
Along with this, every poor
family of the state will be

given a gas cylinder for Rs
450. Guarantee of employ-
ment and health security,
under which 10 lakh youths
and girls of Jharkhand will be
provided jobs and employ-
ment. Along with this, family
health insurance up to Rs 15
lakh will be given.

Main guarantee of educa-
tion, under which degree col-
leges will be established in all
the blocks of the state and
engineering, medical colleges
and universities will be estab-
lished in the district head-
quarters. Along with this, by
bringing industrial incentive
policy to provide employment
opportunities, industrial
parks of 500-500 acres will
be built in all the district
headquarters of the state and
guarantee farmer welfare.
Under this, along with
increasing the MSP of paddy
from Rs 2400 to Rs 3200, the
support price of lac, tassar,
karanja, tamarind, mahua,
chironji, sal seed etc. will be
increased by up to 50 per-
cent.

Congress National President Mallikarjun Kharge, Jharkhand CM
Hemant Soren, Jharkhand Congress in-charge Ghulam Ahmed Mir,
JPCC President Keshav Mahato Kamlesh, RJD's Jayaprakash
Narayan Yadav, CPI ML's Shubhendu Sen and other INDIA alliance
leaders releases manifesto name Nyay Patra at a city based hotel in
Ranchi on Tuesday. Pix by Ratan Lal 

PNS : RANCHI

CBI team has taken a big
action before the assembly
elections in Jharkhand. On
Tuesday, CBI teams raided a
total of 16 places in
Jharkhand, West Bengal and
Bihar in the illegal mining
case of Rs 1250 crores.
During the raid, CBI team
recovered Rs 50 lakh and 1
kg gold and some silver
ornaments.

The 16 places were raid-
ed by CBI teams. These
include 11 places in
Sahibganj, three in Ranchi,
one in Kolkata and one in
Patna.

CBI conducted raids at
places related to Prem
Prakash, Ranchi, CA
Jaipuriar, Ranchi, Mehtab
Alam, Rajmahal, Ranjan
Verma, Sahebganj, Sanjay
Jaiswal, Sahebganj, Subroto
Pal, Sahebganj, Tinkle
Bhagat, Sahebganj, Awadh
Kishore Singh, Sahebganj,
Bhagwan Bhagat, Sahebganj
and Krishna Shah,
Sahebganj.

CBI was investigating the

illegal mining case at Nimbu
Pahad. The head of the place
Vijay Hansda was a witness
in this case. But later he
turned hostile. Investigation
was being conducted against
various persons who were
made accused in the Rs thou-
sand crore illegal mining
scam case. In this case, after
ED, CBI has registered a case
against many people includ-
ing big main accused Pankaj
Mishra, Vishnu Kumar
Yadav, Pavitar Kumar Yadav,
Rajesh Yadav, Sanjay Kumar
Yadav, Bacchu Yadav, Sanjay
Yadav, Suvesh Mandal in its
FIR.

CBI had taken over the
court complaint filed by Vijay
Hansda in Mufassil police
station of Sahibganj and the
case registered in ST-SC
police station. Famous CBI
DSP Krishna Kumar Singh
was made the IO of the case.
Also, a case has been regis-
tered in the case of illegal
mining in Sahibganj under
the relevant sections of
Jharkhand Mines and
Minerals Act, Arms Act and
ST-SC Act.

CBI recovers 1 kg gold, over
Rs 60 lakh cash, cartridges in raids

Rajnath Singh compares
JMM with ‘fused crackers'

PNS : RANCHI

Defence minister Rajnath
Singh today hit out at
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha-led
ruling alliance calling them
“fused crackers”, while
terming BJP as a “mighty
rocket” that would take the
state to newer heights.

Singh addressed an elec-
tion rally in the state capital,
Ranchi's Hatia from where
BJP’s Naveen Jaiswal is con-
testing the election as BJP
candidate said it was amply
clear who would form the
government in the state.

The festival of Diwali has
just concluded. The JMM,
Congress and RJD are fused
Diwali crackers now. BJP is a
mighty rocket that alone will
take Jharkhand to newer
heights".  Singh said JMM
meant 'Jamkar Malai Maro'
(skim the cream). He alleged
that the JMM "sucks blood of
tribals", and works against
their interests. Singh referred
to Mandal Murmu, who
joined the BJP and was one of
the proposers of chief minis-
ter Hemant Soren's nomina-
tion from the Barhait assem-
bly seat. On JMM's proposer

Mandal Murmu joining BJP,
the Defence Minister said
that now JMM's boat is sink-
ing.

It was BJP who did the
work of making Jharkhand a
separate state, but under the
rule of JMM-Congress-RJD
government, Jharkhand state
continued to deteriorate.
There have been 13 Chief
Ministers in the state, many
of whom also went to jail.
But till date, no Chief
Minister of BJP has gone to
jail. JMM-Congress-RJD gov-
ernment comes to power
only to fill its coffers, but BJP
comes to power to bring
development. The Defence
Minister said that there have
been three Chief Ministers of
BJP, among whom Babulal
Marandi, Raghuvar Das and
Arjun Munda have not been
accused of any corruption.
But the JMM-Congress-RJD
governments have been con-
tinuously accused of corrup-
tion. He said that JMM
means JMM i.e. make the
most of the cream- JMM is an
anti-tribal party. He said that
they have sucked the blood of
the tribals. They are not
well-wishers of the tribals.
Singh said, we have a close
relationship with Jharkhand.
JMM has cheated the tribal
brothers to fill its own cof-
fers, crores of rupees are
found with their ministers
and MPs.

Defence Minister holds rallies in Ratu and Lohardaga

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
addresses a gathering during an election
campaign rally in support of party candidate
Naveen Jaishwal at Hatia in Ranchi on
Tuesday. Pix by Ratan Lal

Stopping Hemant's chopper is 
conspiracy to put his life in danger: JMM
PNS : RANCHI

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM), on Tuesday, said that
stopping Chief Minister,
Hemant Soren's helicopter is
serious matter and it is con-
spiracy to put his life in dan-
ger.

Addressing a press meet
JMM General Secretary and
Spokesperson Supriyo
Bhattacharya said that
according to the rules,
Soren's helicopter had to fly
outside the prescribed limit
and perimeter. "For this we
have written a letter to the
President and complained.
This is a serious matter. This
is a matter of keeping
Hemant Soren out of public
reach. It is a matter related to
his security. We believe that
Hemant Soren's security was
in danger in this matter.
There is a conspiracy behind
this," he added. 

Bhattacharya said that
the helicopter was stopped
for an hour and a half in an
area from where there was
no means of communication.
"This is a serious matter. The

CM, our star campaigner, his
security was tampered with. 

JMM General Secretary
alleged that the Election
Commission did not take cog-
nizance of this seriously. He
said, we have been saying
since before that there is
closeness between the
Election Commission and
BJP. He further said, we had
already told the Election
Commission to postpone the
election dates in view of the

festivals but not even a single
word of ours was heard.
"Now the same Election
Commission has postponed
the election date in UP due to
Kartik Purnima. By-elections
are going to be held in UP.
These people lost the elec-
tions in Ayodhya. They are
again afraid of losing the by-
elections in UP, so this game
of dates is going on. The peo-
ple in Ayodhya have told that
if religion is mixed in politics,

then the people will not toler-
ate it," he added.
Bhattacharya said that here
too religious statements are
being made by BJP leaders
about Muslims. "Despite all
this, the Election Commission
is silent. The CM was put in
danger, the Election
Commission is silent on this
too. This is the policy, let the
attack by the extremists hap-
pen. In the name of PM's
security, arrest the entire
Jharkhand," he added.

The party Spokesperson
said, the entire attitude of the
Election Commission raises
serious questions. He said
that the Election Commission
has a different attitude in our
case. "BJP has a different
stance. The great Hindu festi-
val Chhath has started today.
A large population has left
the State. They have to return
on November 12- November
13. In this way they are being
deprived of the right to vote,"
he added.  Bhattacharya
alleged that like UP, the dates
of elections in Haryana were
changed and the results were
manipulated in their favour.

JMM General Secretary Supriyo
Bhattacharya during a press conference
in Ranchi on Tuesday. PNS

BJP remembers
UCC and NRC 
during elections:
Sachin Pilot
PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

Ahead of the two-phase
Jharkhand assembly elec-
tions, Congress leader Sachin
Pilot launched a scathing cri-
tique of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Tuesday. He
accused the ruling party of
using divisive issues like the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) and
the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) to sway vot-
ers, while neglecting crucial
matters like agriculture,
infrastructure, and industrial
growth.

“BJP conveniently
remembers the Uniform Civil
Code, NRC, Ram Mandir, and
other such topics just before
elections, but where is their
commitment to farmers, fer-
tilizers, electricity, water, and
development?” Pilot ques-
tioned while speaking to
reporters in Jamshedpur. His
remarks suggest that the
Congress will position itself
as a voice for Jharkhand’s
pressing local needs, chal-
lenging BJP’s approach as
merely symbolic.

Pilot continued his cri-
tique by pointing out that
BJP’s recent electoral losses
and the emergence of a coali-
tion-based central govern-
ment reflect public dissatis-
faction. “You should ask for a
vote on the basis of your
work… The public also shat-
tered the BJP’s slogan of ‘400
paar.’ Today, the central gov-
ernment is running on coali-
tion support because the
public didn’t give any party a
clear mandate,” he empha-
sized. Pilot also condemned
the alleged discrimination
against Jharkhand, citing
that the state was deprived of
adequate funds simply
because it has a non-BJP-led
government. “Jharkhand is a
prime example of central
government discrimination.
The Centre has withheld
funds, leaving the state
under-resourced. This is
intentional,” Pilot alleged. He
expressed confidence in the
INDIA alliance’s prospects in
Jharkhand, predicting a vic-
tory in the upcoming elec-
tions. The Congress leader
also criticized Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s controversial
“batenge toh katenge”
remark, stating that such
comments distract from real
issues. “We should talk about
development, people, and
solutions, not resort to divi-
sive rhetoric that only serves
to divert attention,” Pilot
said.

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

Addressing a massive gather-
ing at Aam Bagan Maidan,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath urged the
people of Jharkhand to sup-
port the formation of a “dou-
ble engine” government, a
coalition of state and central
BJP leadership similar to

Haryana’s model. Adityanath
emphasized that this align-
ment was essential to drive
Jharkhand’s growth and tack-
le ongoing issues of poverty,
joblessness, and infrastruc-
ture needs. Adityanath
announced a series of pledges
aimed at empowering
women, youth, and the
underprivileged if the NDA

returns to power. Key promis-
es included a monthly ?2,100
stipend for women under the
Gogo Didi scheme, filling 1.5
lakh government posts imme-
diately upon taking office, and
creating nearly 2.9 lakh jobs.
He also vowed to provide
housing for 21 lakh families
under the PM Awas Yojana,
give free sand for home con-

struction, and provide gradu-
ate youth with an allowance
of ?2,000. In a bid to make
essential resources more
affordable, Adityanath
pledged free LPG cylinders for
Diwali and Raksha Bandhan
and promised subsidized LPG
at ?500 for all households
under the proposed Laxmi
Johar Yojana.

Yogi rallies for ‘Double Engine’ Government, warns ‘stone pelters’

JMM MLA Kalpana Murmu Soren alongwith
Ghatshila candidate Ramdas Soren during a
election campaign rally on Tuesday. PNS 
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The Government's premier
think tank, NITI Aayog

will be launching a fortnight
long 'Jal Utsav' festival starting
Wednesday to create awareness
and sensitivity towards water
management, conservation
and sustainability. 
Jal Utsav  which comes amid
an ongoing global and
national water crisis will be
implemented in 20
Aspirational Districts/Blocks
between November 6-24,
2024 in partnership with
National Jal Jeevan Mission,
Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation, Union
Ministry of Jal Shakti.
The Festival is being
launched across 20 states,
envisages community
participation in preservation
and protection of water
resources. "It seeks to instil a
sense of responsibility
towards efficient water use
among households and water
management among utilities

and agencies. In this
initiative, school students are
being enrolled in water
management activities,
empowering them to act as
catalysts for change within
their families and
communities," said a
Government statement here.
The event will be launched
with 'Jal Bandhan' - the
symbolic tying of sacred
thread on water assets by
eminent personalities and
local leaders. They would also
launch "Fact Sheets on Jal
Sampada (water assets)" of

their respective blocks and
districts.
Besides, discussing the plan
for the departmental
activities in the fortnight,
people would also take the 'Jal
Utsav Oath' resolving to
maintain and protect the
water resources ensuring
judicious and sustainable use.
Through this pledge,
communities are being
encouraged to abide by the
5Rs: Respect, Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle and Recharge while
using water.
The subsequent days of the
Jal Utsav fortnight will
include cleaning of Jal
Sampada assets; celebrating
Jal Sanchay Diwas;
encouraging teachers to lead
through creating water
management awareness
through stories, experiments
and visits to water bodies and
also by training the students
on water quality testing using
field test kits (FTKs).
Students will be given
exposure visits to water
supply and treatment plants

for greater awareness about
water management;
organizing Jal Utsav Run or
marathon; planting of trees
under 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam'
at Jal Sampada premises are
also the activities planned for
the fortnight. People for skill
development under 'Nal Jal
Mitra' initiative of
Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation will also
be enrolled during the Jal
Utsav.
Self-help Groups (SHGs) and
ASHA workers are also being
included in this festival for
sensitisation and capacity
building.
The campaign is inspired by
the vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who
proposed the idea of Jal Utsav
during the 3rd Chief
Secretaries Conference in
December 2023. The festival
aims to create a collective
responsibility toward
preserving water resources
and ensuring their
sustainable management, as
per the statement.
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India will launch the
European Space Agency's

Proba-3 mission early next
month from the spaceport at
Sriharikota, Science and
Technology Minister Jitendra
Singh said here on Tuesday.
He said the two satellites that
are part of the Proba-3
mission to study the Sun were
brought to Sriharikota on
Tuesday morning for
integration with ISRO's Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV).
"Proba-3 mission of the
European Space Agency will
be launched by a PSLV rocket
from Sriharikota in the first
week of December," Singh
said at the Indian Space
Conclave organised by the
Indian Space Association.
The mission is likely to be
launched on December 4.
The two Proba-3 spacecraft
will be launched together by
the PSLV-XL launcher and
placed in the highly elliptical
orbit which will ascend to
60,000 km away from Earth

before coming as low as just
600 km.
This high orbit is required
because the pair of spacecraft
will perform their active
formation flying for a planned
six hours at a time around
their maximum altitude,
where Earth's gravitational
pull will be diminished, as
will the amount of propellant
needed to fine-tune their
positions.
Proba-3's two satellites will
enable sustained views of the
Sun's faint surrounding
atmosphere, or corona, that
has previously only been

visible for a few brief
moments during solar
eclipses viewed from the
Earth.
To achieve this the shadow
being cast between the
spacecraft must remain in a
precise position, which means
they must fly autonomously
in formation to an accuracy of
a single millimetre - about the
thickness of an average
fingernail.
This is the first time that an
ESA mission is being
launched from India since the
original Proba-1 Earth-
observing mission in 2001.
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The Centre has disbursed
the first installment of the

15th Finance Commission
grants for 2024-25 to rural
local bodies in Haryana,
Tripura, and Mizoram, as per
the Union Ministr y of
Panchayati Raj.
In particular, Haryana has
received untied grants
totaling Rs. 194.867 crores.
This amount will be
allocated to 18 eligible
district panchayats, 139
block panchayats, and 5,911
gram panchayats across the
state.
Untied grants are utilised by
RLBs for location-specific
needs, except for salaries and
other establishment costs.
Tied grants are used for basic
services such as sanitation,
maintaining Open
Defecation Free (ODF)
status and the supply of
drinking water, rainwater
harvesting and water
recycling.
For Tripura, untied grants
totalling Rs 31.40 crore and
tied grants of Rs 47.10 crore

have been released for all
1,260 rural local bodies
(RLBs), including traditional
local bodies, 40 block
advisory committees and 587
village committees.
Mizoram received untied
and tied grants of Rs 14.20
crore and Rs 21.30 crore,
respectively. These funds
have been disbursed to all
834 village councils,
including those in
Autonomous District
Council areas, it said.
The Ministry said the
Finance Commission grants
aim to make the Panchayati
Raj Institutions and RLBs
more capable, accountable,
and self-reliant.

"Aligned with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's

vision of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka
Prayas', this initiative
supports inclusive growth
and participatory
democracy, vital for the
development of the country,"
it added.
The Centre, through the
Panchayati Raj Ministry and
the Union Ministry of Jal
Shakti (Department of
Drinking Water and
Sanitation), recommends the
release of 15th Finance
Commission grants to states
for Rural Local Bodies,
which are then released by
the Ministry of Finance, the
statement said adding that
the allocated grants are
released in two installments
in a financial year.
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Congress on Tuesday
accused Prime Minister

Narendra Modi of lowering
the level of discourse during
the election campaign and
claimed it showed that the BJP
was losing assembly elections
in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand.
After alleging that the
INDIA bloc will snatch the
"magalsutra" in his Lok
Sabha campaign speeches,
Modi has stooped to calling
the opposition alliance
"ghuspaithiya bandhan" (an
alliance of infiltrators) and
claiming it will "snatch
daughters and food" in
Maharashtra and Jharkhand,
the party said. Congress
leader Pawan Khera stated
that it is unbecoming of a
prime minister to use
language similar to that of a
"cheap villain from a C-
grade Hindi film" and he
should uphold the dignity of

his office. Taking a dig, he
also asked if Modi was
criticising Home Minister
Amit Shah's work by
claiming that infiltrators had
free rein in Jharkhand. "The
level of the prime minister's
language in electioneering is
falling very fast. In Lok
Sabha polls, while fearing
defeat, he sought to divide
society by spewing venom
among communities. They
did not get enough votes and
today they are running a
coalition government," he

said. "In the Lok Sabha
elections, it started with
buffalo, mutton, fish,
mangalsutra, Muslim, and by
the time it came to
Jharkhand elections, it has
reached to daughter and
bread. "He used to say
INDIA people will take away
your daughters and
mangalsutra and is now
running a government in
alliance with other partners,"
Khera said in a post in Hindi
on X. In a video message also
posted on X, the Congress

leader claimed the BJP's
prospects are even worse in
Jharkhand and Maharashtra
and "they know they are
losing". "He is now again
talking of 'ghuspaithiya'
sarkar, that it will snatch
your daughters and food.
But, border security is under
them as he has been in
government for over 10
years. Who is giving this
certificate to the BSF, the
Home Minister, Rajnath
Singh or are you criticising
your foreign policy," Khera
alleged. The Congress
spokesperson wondered if
the prime minister is
publicly criticising Home
Minister Amit Shah with
such statements. "Whatever
their differences, he should
improve his language. Such
language and dialogues are
not befitting of the prime
minister's post," he said.
"Such dialogues are spoken
by a cheap villain of a C-
grade Hindi film and do not
behove him. You must

improve upon your
language," he said. Accusing
the prime minister of having
"lost personal respect",
Khera said, "At least
maintain the respect and
reputation of the position
you hold". "Please maintain
this 'maryada' (decorum) in
the leftover time you have,
please keep that in mind,"
the chairman of the media
and publicity department of
the Congress said.
Prime Minister Modi on
Monday launched a no-
holds-barred attack on the
JMM-led coalition in
Jharkhand, labelling it a
'ghuspaithiya bandhan'
(infiltrators' alliance) for
"supporting Bangladeshi
infiltrators". 
"Appeasement politics has
reached its zenith in
Jharkhand where the JMM-
led coalition is busy
supporting Bangladeshi
infiltrators. If this continues,
the state's tribal population
will shrink.

Congress accuses PM Modi of lowering discourse,
claims BJP losing in Maharashtra and Jharkhand
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday dismissed the

Centre's appeal against an order
that quashed a look out circu-
lar (LOC) issued to the former
house help of late actor Sushant
Singh Rajput.
A bench of Justices B R Gavai
and K V Viswanathan
dismissed the appeal noting
no one had appeared in the
case when the matter came up
for hearing.
"We do not find any merit in
the appeal," held the bench.
An LOC is issued by
investigating agencies to
ensure the accused persons
do not flee the country.
The Centre had challenged

the April 10 Bombay High
Court order quashing the
LOC issued by the CBI
against one Samuel Miranda.
The high court had observed
the LOC had been issued on
the basis of the registration of
the FIR and said there was no
apprehension of the

petitioner evading arrest or
being unavailable for the trial.
"Nothing was brought to our
notice in the LOC, reflecting
the 'reason' for issuing of the
LOC, except registration of an
FIR and setting out the gist of
the FIR. Neither has anything
been brought on record for
continuance of the LOC not
has the respondent number
one, the CBI, placed before us
any subsequent request for
continuation/renewal of the
LOC, after the expiry of one
year," the high court noted.
The CBI was further stated to
have neither filed a charge-
sheet nor a closure report.
"It is not in dispute that the
petitioner has joined the
investigation and has co-

operated with the same," said
the high court.
Miranda, before the high
court, claimed that the LOC
was issued as against him in
2020 and the police were yet
to file a report.
He said the look our circular
couldn't be issued
indefinitely, particularly when
he had co-operated with the
investigation and attended the
CBI office when summoned.
"Keeping the LOC pending
for over 3.5 years, has
infringed the petitioner's
right to travel abroad, and
clearly violates his
fundamental right under
Article 21 of the Constitution
India, to travel freely," said
Miranda.
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The Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) convened the

26 th National Oil Spill
Disaster Contingency Plan
(NOSDCP) meeting here on
Tuesday chaired by Director
General Paramesh Sivamani,
Chairperson NOSDCP.
The meeting saw the
participation of
approximately
80 delegates from various
ministries, central and state
governments, ports, and oil
handling agencies, Coast
Guard said.
The gathering focused on
reviewing the nation's
preparedness to respond
effectively to oil spill
contingencies in Indian
waters. As India is on track to
become the world's third-
largest economy, the volume
of oil imports via shipping is
also rising.
This increase, alongside the
movement of chemicals
and other hazardous
materials, presents significant
risks to India's maritime
zones, extensive coastline,
coastal populations, marine
ecosystems, and tourism
industries.
Ensuring robust preparedness
among the Central
Coordinating Agency, coastal
states, ports, and other
stakeholders is crucial for
protecting our marine
environment from potential
oil spills.
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Tracing vegetation patterns
in the Ganga plain from

palaeoclimate records with
the help of pollen and multi-
proxy studies, a team of
Indian scientists have shown
how climate-driven vegeta-
tion changes played a crucial
role in shaping human histo-
ry in the Indian subcontinent
over the last 2000 years.
Besides using pollen
extracted from sediment
cores taken from
Sarsapukhra Lake in
Varanasi district, Uttar
Pradesh, as well as other
multiproxy analyses, the
scientists from Birbal Sahni
Institute of Palaeosciences
(BSIP), an autonomous
research institute under the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST), also
employed the Earth System
Paleoclimate Simulation
(ESPS) model to reconstruct
monsoon patterns over the
past two millennia.
The study's findings show
that alternating periods of
warm and cold
temperatures, such as the

Roman Warm Period, Dark
Ages Cold Period, Medieval
Warm Period, and Little Ice
Age, significantly influenced
vegetation and climate.
These shifts in climate likely
played a role in shaping
human migrations, as well as
the rise and fall of major
Indian dynasties like the
Guptas, Gurjar Pratiharas,
and Cholas.
The study holds importance
given that there is a notable
scarcity of paleoclimate
records for the late Holocene
(approximately 2,500 years)
in the Central Ganga Plain
(CGP), highlighting a
significant research gap in
understanding past climate
patterns in this region.
In particular, the researchers

explored paleoclimatic clues
to better understand
historical climate dynamics,
particularly in relation to
the Indian Summer
Monsoon (ISM). 
The study has been
published in the journal
Catena.
By identifying crops more
suited to the changing
climate, agricultural
practices can be adapted to
maintain productivity and
ensure the stability of the
GDP. 
This proactive approach
could help mitigate the
adverse effects of climate
change on agriculture,
ensuring food security and
economic resilience in the
future, said the researchers.

Climate driven changes in Ganga plains: DST Study
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Union Minister for Social
Justice and Empowerment,

Virendra Kumar, on Tuesday
inaugurated a new digital plat-
form 'Tulip' aimed at improving
market access for artisans from
marginalised communities,
including Scheduled Castes
(SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs),
Other Backward Classes
(OBCs), safai karmacharis, per-
sons with disabilities, and
minority groups. The platform
was launched under the guid-
ance of the National Backward
Classes Finance and
Development Corporation
(NBCFDC) and the Ministry of
Social Justice and
Empowerment, at the 15-days
Shilp Samagam Mela at Dilli
Haat beginning Tuesday.
It offers visitors a vibrant
display of traditional

handicrafts, skill
demonstrations and an
opportunity to support artisan
communities directly.
Speaking at the launch of Tulip,
the Union minister
emphasised the government's
commitment to fostering
financial independence among
India's traditional craft
workers. It seeks to connect
India's skilled artisans with
both domestic and global
markets, promoting financial
independence and
empowering traditional craft
workers. "Our aim is to bring
people from the marginalised
communities, including SCs
and safai karamcharis, into the
mainstream. We are working
towards their empowerment,
making them aatmanirbhar
(self-reliant)," he said, adding
the ministry's effort is to
provide a platform like this to
accelerate their progress.

Kumar highlighted the
inclusive intent behind Tulip,
describing it as "a step in line
with 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Prayas, Sabka Vishwas',
an inclusive development
model. Kumar also announced
plans to expand the initiative
further, aiming to identify
artisans in "every corner" of the
country and link them to the
digital marketplace. Artisans
interested in joining Tulip can
register through the platform
for more comprehensive access
to new markets, while
additional support is available
through NBCFDC's helpline,
he said.
Tulip is designed to address
key challenges faced by
artisans, particularly the
involvement of intermediaries,
by facilitating direct sales and
ensuring fair compensation for
their work, a senior official
said.
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Hitting out at the Congress
for questioning the legiti-

macy of the citizenship of a BJP
by-poll candidate in Assam,
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Tuesday claimed that
questions can also be raised on
the nationality of the opposition
party's top leader Sonia Gandhi.
The Congress in its
campaigning for Dholai
constituency has cast doubts
about the citiznship of BJP
candidate Nihar Ranjan Das.
Addressing a rally here while
campaigning for Das, Sarma
said, "If you (Congress) call
Nihar Ranjan 'Bangladeshi', I
will also call Sonia Gandhi
'Italian'. If you think I am
afraid of Sonia Gandhi or
Rahul Gandhi, let me tell you I
am not."
Sarma maintained that
Bengali Hindu residents of
present Barak Valley of Assam
were dwellers of what is now
Bangladesh as it was the same
country prior to Partition.
He blamed the Congress for
creating the problems for
Bengali-Hindus of Barak
Valley, who had to move to
present-day Assam following
Partition of the country due to
atrocities on religious
minorities there. Sarma also
held the grand old party
responsible for the Partition of
India in 1947.
"Had you not bifurcated
Bharat, atrocities on Hindus in
Bangladesh would not have
happened," the chief minister
asserted.
"Hindus are facing atrocities
even now (in Bangladesh). We
can see this on television and
social media. But you
(Congress) cannot raise these
issues. Congress was formed
to play only negative politics,"
the CM added. Sarma had
addressed another campaign
rally under Dholai
constituency earlier in the day.

Assam CM 
questions Sonia
Gandhi's nationality
amid citizenship row
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President Droupadi Murmu, Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud, Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
Union Minister of Law & Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal and Justice BR Gavai release of three
publications of the Supreme Court, at Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre (RBCC) PTI
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Tuesday

condemned the attack on a
temple in Canada's Brampton
and urged the Centre to take up
the issue with the Canadian gov-
ernment to prevent such inci-
dents in the future.  Protesters
carrying Khalistani flags clashed
with people at the Hindu tem-
ple on Sunday.
"I strongly condemn the
incident. I also demand from
the government of India to
speak to the Canadian
government over this issue in
order to prevent such
incidents in future," Mann told
reporters in Bathinda.
He said the Canadian
government must ensure
exemplary action against the
perpetrators of this heinous
crime so that it acts as a
deterrent for others in future.
He said many Punjabis
consider Canada as their
second home and nobody
wants such a violent incident
to take place there.
"Canada is the second home of
millions of Punjabis who have
settled there and carved a
niche for themselves," he said.

He said ties with Canada must
remain cordial. It is
unfortunate that politics of
divisiveness and hatred has
spread its tentacles in Canada,
said Mann.Punjabis pray for
welfare of all and are votary of
peace due to which they are
loved across the globe, he
said.With their rare qualities
of hard work and resilience
Punjabis have carved a niche
for themselves in the entire
world, said Mann.
India has said it remains
"deeply concerned" about the
safety and security of its
nationals in Canada. India-
Canada ties remain deeply
troubled over the North
American country's alleged

support to Khalistani
separatists and its accusation
of India's involvement in the
killing of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, a Canadian citizen who
has been designated a terrorist
by India.
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
working president Balwinder
Singh Bhundar also
condemned the incident and
appealed to people of Indian
origin to defeat conspiracies to
divide them on communal
lines.Bhundar called upon the
Canadian government to
ensure all places of religious
worship were secure from
such acts of violence.
In a statement, Bhundar said,
"attempts are afoot to divide

Sikhs and Hindus in Canada
on communal lines. This is
against the teachings of our
Guru Sahiban who have
preached the concept of 'sarbat
da bhala' (welfare of all).
"The SAD also has always
stood for communal harmony
and has also made numerous
sacrifices to uphold this
principle. It is a votary of
Hindu-Sikh 'bhaichara' and
has ensured impeccable peace
and communal harmony
during its successive terms in
government in Punjab."
He appealed to people from
both communities in Canada
to recognize their common
roots and exercise utmost
restraint and maintain
communal harmony at this
critical juncture.
Bhundar also appealed to the
Canadian government to
ensure safety of all persons of
Indian origin as well as safety
of their places of worship.
Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant on Tuesday
condemned the attack on a
Hindu temple in Canada,
saying it is unacceptable and
such incidents are a direct
assault on the values of peace,
respect and unity.
Sawant also urged the

Canadian government to take
immediate action to ensure
the safety and security of all
religious communities within
its borders.
The incident occurred on
Sunday in Canada's Brampton
city, where protestors carrying
Khalistani flags clashed with
people at the Hindu Sabha
temple on Sunday and
disrupted a consular event co-
organised by the temple
authorities and the Indian
Consulate.
The development comes as
India-Canada ties remain
deeply troubled over the
North American country's
alleged support to Khalistani
separatists and its accusation
of India's involvement in the
killing of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, a Canadian citizen who
has been designated a terrorist
by India.
In the post on X, CM Sawant
said, "The recent, targeted
attack on the Hindu temple
and its devotees is not only
deeply concerning but also
entirely unacceptable. Such
incidents represent a direct
assault on the values of peace,
respect and unity that form the
foundation of any civilised
society."
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The Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF)

and the CPI(M)-led Left
Democratic Front (LDF) are
hunting with the hounds and
running with the hares in the
Waqf Board issue, according to
Kerala's seven time legislator
P C George. Deepika, the
Catholic Church's mouthpiece
too blasted the Congress and
the CPI(M) for condemning
the Waqf Board Bill 2024.
Speaking to The Pioneer,
George, a top BJP leader in
the State, said that while the
UDF and the LDF paid lip
service to the 600 families of
Cherai-Munampam coastal
village who face eviction
from the land where they
have been staying for
generations, both the fronts
have shied away from asking
the Waqf Board to withdraw
their claim over the disputed
land.

"This is not a disputed land
and it belongs to the
fishermen community who
bought it from the previous
owner. The CPI (M) and the
Congress led fronts got a
resolution passed in the
legislative assembly
condemning the Waqf Board
(Amendment) Bill 2024 and
both these political parties
oppose the topic being
discussed by the Joint
Parliamentary Committee,"
said George, who was the
chiefwhip of the UDF during
the tenure of the Oommen
Chandi Government.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has convened a
meeting on November 16 to
discuss the issues born out of
the Waqf Board demand that
the entire coastal village is
Waqf property and there was
no question of it taking a step
backward. Even V
Abdurehiman, minister for
Waqf has stated that the land
belonged to the Waqf Board.
"This is part of political Islam
and there are no other words
to describe the double
standard of the Marxists and
the Congress," said George
who is touring the coastal
belt of Ernakulam interacting
with the victims facing the
eviction.
Interestingly, Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
has asked his revenue
officials to withdraw all
changes made in the title
deeds of land owned by
Vijayapura farmers and
transfer the same to Waqf
Board. "But this is a ploy by

the Congress government as
the State is all set to go for
by-poll on November 13 in
the assembly constituencies
of Shiggaon, sandur and
Channapattana. Once the by-
poll is over it would be back
to square one", said BJP
leader Chandra Kant.
In a major development,
Deepika, the mouthpiece of
Catholic community in its
editorial on Tuesday
lambasted the Congress
Government that ruled the
Centre and the CPI(M) for
their  "unreasonable and
unjustifiable" stands that
empowered the Waqf Board
to claim rights on properties
which were not owned by
them. "Until the Waqf Board
(Amendment) Bill 2024 is
legislated, people in other
communities would not be
able to sleep peacefully," said
the editorial which extended
its full support to the
Government move to amend
the Waqf Law.
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In a significant move to boost
foreign investment in Uttar

Pradesh, the cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath at Lok Bhavan,
approved amendments to the
Incentive Policy 2023 for FDI
(Foreign) Direct Investment)
and investment of Fortune 500
companies.
This amendment by the Yogi
government provides
significant relief to foreign
investors. Now, foreign
companies that secure funding
through equity, loans, or other
sources can also invest in the
state. This decision is expected
to lead to an increase in foreign
investment in Uttar Pradesh.
Providing details on the Yogi
Cabinet's decisions, Finance
and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Suresh Khanna
stated, "The Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) policy,
introduced on 1/11/2023, has
been amended slightly. The
minimum investment
threshold for eligibility under
the policy remains at Rs 100
crore. According to the RBI's

definition, FDI has so far only
included equity investments.
However, with this policy
amendment, we have
broadened it to include
Foreign Capital Investment."
He further explained that, until
now, the FDI included
investment made by a
company in its equity alone,
however, many companies
raise funds from external loans
or other sources to expand.
"We have now allowed that as
well. If a company has just 10
percent equity and secures 90
percent of its investment from
other sources, it will still be
eligible for benefits under this
policy."
He announced that this policy
will now be known as the
'Foreign Direct Investment,
Foreign Capital Investment,
and Fortune Global 500 and
Fortune India 500 Investment
Promotion Policy 2023.' It will
include preference shares,
debentures, external
commercial borrowing,
standby letters of credit, letters
of guarantee, and other debt
securities for foreign
companies investing in equity
as foreign capital investment.

He further explained, "Other
methods outlined by the RBI
for calculating foreign
investment, including the
Framework on External
Commercial Borrowing, Trade
Credit, and Structured
Obligations, will also qualify.
Foreign capital investments
made by a company-including
at least 10 percent in equity,
with the remainder through
debt and other instruments-
will be deemed eligible and
factored into the total capital
investment calculation."
In another decision the Yogi
government has approved a
proposal to amend the Uttar
Pradesh Retirement Benefits
Rules 1961. Under this
amendment, if an employee
dies while in service or after
retirement without receiving
their gratuity and has no
surviving family members or
nominees, the gratuity can
now be paid to the individual
designated in a succession
certificate issued by a court.
Finance Minister Suresh
Khanna noted that previously,
in such cases, the gratuity
amount would be transferred
to the government.
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The Polish paraglider strand-
ed in Dhauladhar hills in

Kangra district of Himachal
Pradesh after a mid-air colli-
sion with another paraglider on
Sunday was safely rescued on
Tuesday, officials said.
The paraglider had got
stranded in Dhauladhar hills
on Sunday after colliding with
another paraglider mid-air.
The attempt to rescue him on
Monday by using a chopper
had failed due to tough
terrain.
"The free flier paraglider from
Poland, Andrew Babinski, has
been safely air-lifted and
admitted to Vivekananda
Hospital Palampur," Baijnath
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) D C Thakur told PTI.
Babinski sustained serious
injuries but is out of danger,
he added.
Meanwhile, the Tuesday task
for paragliders in the
Paragliding World Cup 2024
being organised in Bir Billing
in Kangra district was

cancelled due to adverse
weather conditions.
The technical committee had
initially set a 148-kilometre
course for Tuesday and all
pilots successfully took off
from Billing at the designated
window time. However,
deteriorating visibility and
unfavourable weather
conditions forced the
organisers to call the pilots
back, prioritising their safety,
the organisers said.
According to the statement
from the spokesperson of the
Billing Paragliding
Association, all the
participants landed safely at
the designated Bir landing
site, and Tuesday task was

subsequently cancelled.
The eight-day Paragliding
World Cup 2024 commenced
on November 2 and 94
paragliders including seven
women from 26 countries are
participating in the event.
As part of safety measures,
two helicopters, seven health
teams with ambulances and
six rescue and retrieval teams
led by experts from the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee
Mountaineering Institute in
Manali are on standby for the
event.
Last week, two foreign
paragliders crashed to death
in Himachal Pradesh.
Last Tuesday, a Belgian
paraglider died after colliding
mid-air with another
paraglider in Bir Billing as his
parachute failed to open after
the collision.
On Wednesday, solo
paraglider Dita Misurcova
(43) crashed into the
mountains near Marhi in
Manali after she lost control
of the glider due to strong
winds.

Leaders condemn attack on Hindu temple in Canada 
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As Uttar Pradesh gears up for
by-elections on nine assem-

bly seats, the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) has released a list of
40 star campaigners, including
BSP supremo Mayawati and
senior leader Satish Chandra
Mishra. These leaders will work
tirelessly to secure victories for
the party in the upcoming elec-
tions, the party said in a state-
ment issued here.
The by-elections are set for
seats in Ghaziabad, Meerpur,
Kundarki, Khair, Karhal,
Sisamau, Phulpur, Katehari,
and Majhawan. Originally
scheduled for November 13,
the Election Commission
postponed the voting date by a
week, moving it to November
20.
Ahead of the by-polls,

Mayawati has been vocal in her
criticism of the opposition,
particularly targeting the BJP
and Congress. 
she took aim at both parties,
stating that while millions are
struggling with inflation and
unemployment, the BJP and
Congress are more focused on
attacking each other in their
campaigns for the Maharashtra
and Jharkhand elections and
making promises of "freebies."
She accused both parties of
engaging in "negative politics,"
alleging that they prioritize
false promises over genuine
public issues. In a recent post
on X (formerly Twitter),
Mayawati said the pledges
made by these parties are not
fulfilled honestly, as they are
only intended to mislead
people. She added that leaders
often forget these promises
once in power.
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday attend-

ed a meeting of the District
Development Coordination and
Monitoring Committee
(DISHA), inaugurated a beauti-
fication project and laid the
foundation stone for the con-
struction of roads in his parlia-
mentary constituency here in
Uttar Pradesh.
Rahul, who maintained a
distance with the media during
his visit, later said in a post on
Facebook that the people of
Raebareli told him about their
problems with full authority.
On the way to Raebareli, the
leader of opposition in the Lok
Sabha paid obeisance at a
Hanuman temple at Churwa

and met party workers.
Soon after his arrival here,
Gandhi inaugurated a
beautification project
undertaken by the municipal
corporation in Raebareli at the
Degree College intersection.
Subsequently, the Congress
leader later laid the foundation
stone for road-construction
projects under the Pradhan

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY) and then attended
the DISHA meeting.
The meeting focused on
various public welfare issues,
including schemes such as
MGNREGA, Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana and others,
officials said. Rahul presided
over the meeting with
administrative officials.

A blueprint for the
development of the district was
prepared at the meeting and
central schemes were
reviewed. This was his first
meeting with local officials
since becoming an MP.
According to the Union
Ministry for Rural
Development, DISHAs were
formed to ensure better
coordination among members
of Parliament, state legislatures
and local governments. 
He left for Lucknow after the
meeting.In his Facebook post
in Hindi, the Congress leader
said: "No matter how old my
relationship with Rae Bareli is,
it deepens every time I visit the
place. All the people of the area
have given me a lot of love and
told me about their problems
with full authority."
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

on Tuesday accused the JMM-
led coalition in Jharkhand of
"patronising" mafia and urged
people to vote for BJP which
would "bulldoze" them.  He
also claimed that such actions
were being taken against the
mafia in his home state Uttar
Pradesh.
He also asserted that it is the
BJP that can "guarantee
security and safety" to people.
"The JMM-led coalition is
patronising mafia in sectors,
such as land, sand, forest,
mining and liquor, in
Jharkhand...Like UP, bring the
BJP to power in Jharkhand to

bulldoze mafia," Adityanath
claimed while addressing an
election rally in Koderma.
He also alleged, "Like
Aurangzeb looted the country's
wealth and destroyed temples,
the JMM-led coalition and its
ministers, including Alamgir
Alam, looted Jharkhand's
people."
He claimed that the BJP is the
"only party" that can "guarantee
the country's security and

pride, women's empowerment
and employment to youths".
Adityanath accused the
Congress of "creating obstacles"
to the construction of Ram
Temple in Ayodhya.  "Ram Lala
now sits in that temple after 500
years and Ram temple
consecration has paved the way
for Mathura and other
temples," he said.
The UP chief minister claimed
that PM Modi believes in
'Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas' and
the saffron party "never
discriminates people on the
basis of caste, creed, religion,
language or gender".
"The BJP ensures no
compromise with the nation's
security. Pakistan earlier used
to threaten India. Now, during
the Modi regime, it claims in

the UN that India has become a
threat to it."Chinese forces,
which crossed Indian territory
during the Congress regime,
are now retreating," Adityanath
claimed.He also asserted that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
abrogated Article 370 from
Kashmir.
Addressing the gathering at the
BJP rally in Jharkhand, he said,
"You must have seen the
outcome of the Haryana
elections. The BJP got the
majority. The Congress was
defeated badly. It was possible
due to the assurance of
development, security and
good governance under PM
Modi's leadership. I appeal to
you to bring a double-engine
government here for rapid all-
around development."
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The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet,
in a key meeting, approved

several significant measures,
including the rules for the
appointment of the Director
General of Police (DGP). 
With this decision, the state
government now holds the
authority to appoint the DGP
directly at the state level,
reducing dependency on the
central government for the
appointment process. This
move, however, has sparked
criticism from Samajwadi
Party (SP) chief Akhilesh
Yadav, who hinted at a
potential power shift.
Yadav, in a post on social
media platform X, remarked,
“I have heard that
arrangements are being made
to grant a senior official a
permanent position and
extend their term by two
years. The question is, will
those making these
arrangements themselves stay
for two years?” He went on to
imply that this move may
represent an attempt by the
state to wrest control from
Delhi, dubbing it “Delhi vs

Lucknow 2.0.”
Under the new guidelines, the
DGP appointment will now
be conducted entirely at the
state level. Chaired by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, the
cabinet approved the “Police
Director General, Uttar
Pradesh Selection and
Appointment Rules 2024.”
The rules establish a selection
committee, led by a retired
High Court judge, to oversee
the appointment process.
Additionally, a minimum
tenure of two years for the
DGP has been mandated,
with provisions for continuity
in service barring
extraordinary circumstances.
The selection committee will
include the Chief Secretary, a
Union Public Service
Commission nominee, the
Chairperson of the Uttar
Pradesh Public Service
Commission (or a
representative), the
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home), and a retired DGP
who previously served in the
role. This committee aims to
create an independent and
transparent process, free from
political or executive
interference, ensuring that the

DGP is selected solely based
on merit.
The cabinet’s approval also
includes provisions aligned
with Supreme Court
guidelines on police reforms.
These guidelines allow the
state government to relieve
the DGP from duty before the
completion of the two-year
tenure if involved in criminal
misconduct, corruption, or
failure to fulfill their duties.
The decision aligns with the
Supreme Court’s 2006
directive on police reforms,
which urged states to adopt
new police legislation aimed
at insulating the police force
from external pressures. This
reform seeks to ensure that
law enforcement functions
independently, protecting
citizens’ rights and upholding
the rule of law.
The cabinet’s decision is a
major step in the state’s police
reforms. However, it also
underscores the ongoing
debate between central and
state control in policing
matters, with political
observers watching closely to
see how this policy shift will
unfold in Uttar Pradesh’s
administrative landscape.
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The Sikkim government has
set up a 12-member com-

mittee to conduct a study and
make recommendations to the
Centre for the inclusion of 12
communities in the list of
Scheduled Tribes (STs).
Anthropological Survey of
India Director BV Sharma will
be the chairman of the
committee, while JNU's senior
professor Mahendra P Lama
will be its vice chairman,
according to a notification
issued on Monday by Chief
Secretary VB Pathak.
The committee will prepare a
comprehensive ethnographic
and anthropological report of
the 12 left-out Sikkimese
communities -- Bhujel,
Gurung, Jogi, Kirat Khambu
Rai, Kirat Dewan (Yakha),
Khas (Chettri-Bahun)
Mangar, Newar, Sanyashi,
Sunuwar (Mukhia), Thami
and Majhi, it said.
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The Public Relations Council
of India (PRCI) is set to host

the much-anticipated 18th glob-
al communication conclave on
November 8 and 9.
PRCI, is a premier institution
committed to elevating public
relations and communication
standards across India. It has
hosted 17 conclaves in cities
like Jaipur, Pune, Kolkata, New
Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Chandigarh, Bangalore, and
Goa since its inception in 2004.
In a statement, it said, this
year's conclave, themed
"Reconnect," will emphasise
the crucial need to re-establish
connections that have been
diminished by our fast-paced,
technology-driven world. More
than 500 communication
practitioners, industry
decision-makers, and thought
leaders from across India and
beyond are expected to
convene, making it a landmark

event for PR and
communication professionals.
According to PRCI, the two-
day conclave will feature 11
panel discussions steered by
industry veterans, IAS officers,
and communication specialists
from Europe and the Gulf
region. Key topics will include
Government PR and Public
Engagement Enhancement, the
Gig Economy's Impact on
C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
Reconnecting through Global
Storytelling, Digital Media
Management, and the
intriguing future interplay
between humans and

machines.
A significant first for PRCI will
be an exclusive Vice
Chancellors Round Table Meet,
with 15 distinguished vice
chancellors gathering to
deliberate on "Reconnecting
with Innovation" and the future
of higher education. "Through
PRCI, we aim to build bridges,
foster understanding, and
create a dialogue that
transcends barriers. I hope to
reshape narratives and
reconnect with our core values
of transparency and trust," M B
Jayaram, Founder Chairman
Emeritus of PRCI, stated.
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Sustainable mobility is the
future of transportation,
focusing on reducing our

reliance on fossil fuels and
minimising harmful emis-
sions. In this context, Electric
Vehicles (EVs) have emerged
as a game-changer, offering
lower emissions and a
reduced carbon footprint
compared to traditional gaso-
line vehicles. Governments
worldwide are encouraging
the adoption of EVs to
address climate change, and
India is no exception.
India’s Push for Electric
Mobility:
The Indian government has
laid out ambitious targets to
boost the adoption of EVs,
with policies and incentives
underlining its commitment.
In July 2023, NITI Aayog set
a clear roadmap, aligning
with the national goal of
achieving net-zero emissions
by 2070. The targets are
impressive: 30 per cent EV
penetration in private cars; 70
per cent in commercial vehi-
cles; ; 40 per cent in buses 80
per cent for both two- and
three-wheelers. India’s EV
market has seen tremendous
growth, with EV registra-
tions increasing eleven-fold,
from 1.3 million in 2018 to

over 15 million in 2023. This
momentum is further fueled
by the Government’s aim to
make 100 per cent of EV pro-
duction local, contributing
to both sustainability and
economic growth.
Challenges in EV Charging
Infrastructure While EV
adoption is on the rise, India’s
progress is hindered by gaps
in charging infrastructure.
Sustainable EV infrastruc-
ture, especially charging sta-
tions, is critical to supporting
the EV ecosystem. However,
several challenges remain:
Unequal Distribution of
Charging Stations: Most of
India’s 1,742 charging sta-
tions are located in urban
areas, leaving rural regions
underserved.
Limited Grid Capacity:
Although EVs will only
account for 1.3% to 4.8% of
India’s overall electricity
demand by 2030, managing

peak demand and ensuring
grid stability remain key
issues.
Technological Constraints:
Current charging methods,
including conductive, induc-
tive, and battery swapping, all
present unique challenges in
cost, efficiency, and scalabil-
ity.
Regulatory and Policy
Barriers: Compared to glob-
al EV leaders like Singapore,
India’s regulatory framework
is still evolving, and better
coordination between the
government and private sec-
tor is essential to build a
robust charging infrastruc-
ture. To achieve its EV goals,
India needs to significantly
expand and upgrade its EV
charging network. Sustainable
EV infrastructure in both
urban and rural areas is essen-
tial for widespread adoption.
Here are key strategies for
success:
Expansion to Rural Areas:
Addressing the rural-urban
disparity with solar-powered
and mobile charging stations
can help bring sustainable
mobility to remote regions.
Partnerships: Public-private
partnerships will be crucial in
scaling up the infrastructure.
Stakeholders such as

automakers, technology com-
panies, and the government
must work together to estab-
lish a reliable and accessible
network of charging points.
Technological Innovations: 
Standardizing charging sys-
tems and investing in
advanced technologies like
smart grids and energy stor-
age solutions can make EV
infrastructure more efficient
and user-friendly.
Supportive Policies:
Financial incentives, tax
breaks, and clearer regulations
on EV infrastructure develop-
ment can help catalyze faster
growth in the sector. As India
continues its journey toward
sustainable mobility, develop-
ing a robust EV charging
infrastructure is critical to
ensuring the success of its
electric mobility mission.
With the government’s ambi-
tious targets and contribu-
tions from key players, India
is poised to make substantial
progress in transforming its
transportation sector. With
collective effort, India can
achieve its vision of a green-
er, cleaner future while foster-
ing economic growth.

(The author is  CTO & Co-
Founder, Park+; views are

personal)
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counting too. 
They are seldom bound by the Federal
Election Commission, whose remit to
call the elections has long been usurped
by the media!. The dominance of the fifth
estate in the US seems to be a wart that
has come to be its beauty spot. The irony
is that Donald Trump, who lost to
Biden by 7 million votes in 2020, has not
conceded his defeat even today. And
despite all these aberrations, the outcome
is keenly awaited globally. Transparency
is a virtue in US politics, embellished by
no-holds-barred campaigns and a media
splurge in millions of dollars.

R Narayanan | Mumbai
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Madam —It is an advantage for Shinde
Sena, as they have had a whip hand in
providing a clean administration for over
30 months and won the hearts of the peo-
ple. Moreover, the bow and arrow sym-
bol he inherited as the real Sena is a
magic wand for victory. He is carrying
our government schemes to reach out to
the people in the best way possible and

it is a victory sign for success. Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde launched Shiv
Sena’s campaign for the upcoming
Assembly elections with promises of
affordable housing for the poor, increas-
ing the monthly installment of the Ladki
Bahin Yojana and making Mumbai
slum-free. 
In the past two years, we have worked to
give to people but those who were in
power in Mumbai for 25 years did
nothing but corruption and scams. They
indulged in Rs 3,500 crore corruption in
various spheres. The road for victory is
well laid with CM also provided updates
on the welfare programme, including the
increased insurance coverage of Rs 5 lakh
under the Mahatma Phule Jan Arogya
Yojana, targeted support for youth
employment with the ‘Ladka Bhau
Yojana’, and expanded access to free high-
er education for girls statewide. It is
indeed a win-win situation.

Jayanthy Maniam | Vashi
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Madam —This refers to the editorial
dated 4-11-24. The students’ movement
that started against 30 per cent reserva-
tion announced for the Mukti Bahini
martyrs was only a spark and all those
who were waiting for an opportunity to
throw out the dictatorial regime and the
religious fundamentalists joined hands
with the agitating students and made the
situation worse, ultimately forcing the
government head to flee the country. But
during the course of the movement, stu-
dents were pushed behind and the reli-
gious fundamentalists took the dominat-
ing role and used the agitating students
to push forward their tactical goals. 
The demands of the students were, after
all, ending the reservation, but subse-
quently it took political and religious
turns plunging the country into further
social and economic crisis. History is
clear with its message. Wherever religion
and religious heads are allowed to dom-
inate the agenda it leads to dictatorship
and ends up with chaotic scenes on the
social and economic front. Religion is an
innate affair and politics is a public affair.
Mixing these incongruent ingredients
will have its inevitable and serious
adverse effects. It is the responsibility of
every citizen to keep religion and reli-
gious fundamentalists at a distance to
ensure them not to indulge in politics.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur
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Madam— As the 2024 US presidential
elections gather momentum, we must be
perplexed at the nation’s freewheeling
ethos in its various forms. Tirades and
misinformation are freely used by par-
ties. While it takes the Supreme Court to
reveal funds received by our political par-
ties but not the nexus to a specific donor,
Elon Musk, the US multibillionaire,
openly donates millions to the Trump
campaign. and even censors anti-Trump
tweets on his X outlet.States in the US
have their own laws on elections that
cover not only voting procedure but their
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tion? If that was the case, I
would not have resigned my
Presidency and asked Gandhiji
that you should take over. I
told him that I would stand
down.’ ‘There was rare emo-
tion in the Sardar’s voice,’
writes Narayani Basu in her
biography of Menon citing
that particularly acerbic
encounter. The post Sardar
Patel Congress was made to
believe that it was Nehru alone
who made it and therefore
only he and his political prog-
eny were worthy of commem-
oration and remembrance.
VP was saddened to ‘see that
under the veil of idealism and
greatness Nehru wrapped
himself in, there existed a vin-
dictive and petty man.’ 
For someone who saw Patel so
closely for many intense years,
VP told Hodson, how Sardar
‘died as a very, very bitter and
sad man’, and ‘Panditji should
never have treated him the way
he did.’ That propensity of
negating Patel and his contri-
bution to our national march
percolated through Nehru’s
dynasty and the Congress that
he shepherded post-Patel. In
his biographical opus, LK
Advani has rightly described
the Congress’s dégringolade,
after Patel, arguing that ‘after
Sardar Patel passed away, there
was no one left in the Congress
Party to counterbalance
Nehru’s negative views on var-
ious important issues.’ As an

acolyte of Dr Syama Prasad
Mookerjee and belonging to
his intellectual and political lin-
eage, the occasion of Sardar
Patel’s sesquicentennial com-
memoration also brings to
my mind the special bond that
they shared in free India’s first
cabinet.
Patel’s biographer Rajmohan
Gandhi argues that ‘in the
politically significant selec-
tion of Ambedkar and
Mookerjee, Patel’s was
undoubtedly the decisive role.’
While Sardar had his eyes on
Babasaheb Ambedkar from
the ‘summer of 1946’, Dr
Mookerjee, who then repre-
sented the Hindu Mahasabha,
had earned Sardar’s plaudits by
calling for and advocating the
partition of Bengal in March
1947 and ‘by refusing to join
an abortive bid for a united
and independent sovereign
Bengal that Sarat Bose’ and the
then Muslim League premier
of Bengal, mastermind of the
bloody 1946 ‘Direct Action’, 
H S Suhrawardy, had floated.
It was a clever ploy by
Suhrawardy to try and wean
away the whole of Bengal
from India and to toss it even-
tually into his master Jinnah’s
Pakistan cauldron. 
Both, Dr Mookerjee’s bold
advocacy and Sardar Patel’s
support to his demand, saved
Bengal and ensured that a por-
tion of it remained an integral
part of India. It was a moment,

like a few more to follow in the
coming years, in which both
Sardar Patel and Dr Mookerjee
worked closely. 
In his voluminous memoirs,
‘Living an Era’, veteran
Congressman DP Mishra,
recalls that, when Suhrawardy
realised his nefarious plan of
snatching away Bengal was
falling through, ‘he took to
making veiled threats about
Calcutta being destroyed as a
result of communal warfare’
and told Mountbatten that he
‘feared serious riots and dam-
age’ in Calcutta and ‘wanted
six-months joint control’ of the
city. 
Mishra writes that when
Mountbatten sought Patel’s
reaction to the proposal, Patel
replied, ‘not even for six hours.’
These are all worth remember-
ing, commemorating and
revisiting. 
The nationwide Statue of Unity
movement from 2013 to 2104,
the humongous mission of
erecting and unveiling the
Statue of Unity, and the com-
memoration of ‘Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas’, have all been mile-
stones in the last decade. A
long and deliberately neglect-
ed legacy is being main-
streamed. 

(The author is chairman of
Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee

Research Foundation and
National Executive

Committee member of the
BJP; views are personal)
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Union Home Minister
Amit Shah has
announced that to
honour Sardar Patel’s
‘monumental con-

tributions’, to commemorate, his
‘enduring legacy as the visionary
behind the establishment of one
of the world’s most robust democ-
racies and his pivotal role in uni-
fying India from Kashmir to
Lakshwadeep’ which ‘remains
indelible’, the government, under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Modi, will celebrate his sesquicen-
tennial from 2024 to 2026. 
After the nationwide movement
to erect the Statue of Unity, this
is another watershed occasion,
when the legacy of Sardar Patel
would be commemorated and
cherished. This honour was long
due and is richly deserved. The
Sardar’s centenary in 1975, was a
given a short-shrift. It was delib-
erate. The Indira-led Congress,
busy enforcing an unethical and
draconian ‘Emergency’, had little
time to commemorate Sardar
Patel. 
A commemoration would have
certainly raised hard questions.
Moreover, could Sardar’s demo-
cratic legacy be commemorated,
with the entire Opposition, minus
the crooning communists, behind
bars? One of Patel’s foremost
biographers, Rajmohan Gandhi,
writing in 1991, spoke of how
acknowledgements in the case of
Nehru were ‘fulsome’ and in the
case of Gandhi ‘dutiful’, but in the
case of Patel, were ‘niggardly.’
Speaking of the Nehru centenary
celebrations in 1989, Gandhi
writes, that it ‘found expression on
a thousand billboards, in com-
memorative TV serials, in festi-
vals and in numerous other plat-
forms.’ While Patel’s centenary on
October 31, 1975, four months
after Emergency was clamped,
‘was by contrast, wholly neglect-
ed by official India and the rest of
the Establishment.’ 
In a long interview with Harry
Hodson, British economist and
editor, Patel’s shadow and trouble-
shooter-in-chief, VP Menon,
recalled a day when the usually
tolerant and absorbing Patel chose
to talk back to Nehru. ‘You think
you made the Congress?’, he
snapped, ‘We are all co-builders
in it. You think I want your posi-
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In a time when digital
communication is essen-
tial for efficient govern-

ment, resolving infrastructur-
al and geographic obstacles is
vital to making decisions in
real time. This need is espe-
cially acute in large states like
Bihar, where there are major
connectivity challenges due to
the expansive rural environ-
ment. 
To narrow this gap, a major
project was started by Bihar
State Electronics
Development Corporation
(BELTRON) along with
Millenium Automation  as a
system integrator, to establish
a mobile outdoor video con-
ferencing system that would
improve communication
challenges and enhance the
state’s governance. Because of
this initiative, the administra-

tion can now function
smoothly throughout Bihar
by introducing an inventive,
stronger video conferencing
system.
Improving Governance
With the use of the new out-
door video conferencing
technology, authorities in
Bihar can now hold virtual
meetings and communicate
with other officials directly
from almost anywhere in the

state. 
This technology allows gov-
ernment officials to commu-
nicate in real-time, indepen-
dent of their actual location,
providing a much-needed
degree of flexibility. This
solution’s robust, continuous
connectivity and high-quali-
ty video streaming facilitate
quicker decision-making,
effective governance, and a
more open line of contact
with rural residents. 
Recognising the Challenge
In places remote from urban
networks, ensuring reliable,
fast communication was cru-
cial but challenging. To pre-
vent interruptions, a smooth
interface between the new
mobile video conferencing
system and the Bihar State
Wide Area Network
(BSWAN) was required.

Sustaining steady uptime was
essential since government
communications are so vital.
To maintain system func-
tionality and quickly address
any technological problems,
comprehensive maintenance
assistance was also neces-
sary, guaranteeing depend-
ability and continuity
throughout the state. 
A Comprehensive Solution
With portable video confer-
encing devices that have high-
quality audio and video com-
ponents in cases that are easy
to move, a specially designed
solution was developed to
meet these demands. 
Even in remote locations, the
system’s smooth integration
with the current Bihar State
Wide Area Network
(BSWAN) guaranteed reli-
able service quality. 

Advanced networking equip-
ment allowed for seamless
data transfer, particularly in
areas with limited bandwidth.
Disruptions during crucial
meetings were minimised by
optimising bandwidth in
locations far away. Prompt
technical assistance, and on-
site maintenance guaranteed
continuous strong system
operation across the state. 
Key Outcomes of the Project

This initiative empowered
Bihar’s government to con-
duct mobile, outdoor video
conferences statewide,
enabling officials to make
real-time decisions from any
location, thus streamlining
operations and improving
emergency response. 
As a technological advance-
ment, it highlights how
mobile technology can bridge
the digital divide, aligning
with the “Digital India” vision
by enhancing transparency,
accountability, and citizen
engagement. 
With scalability for future
needs, the system can expand
into public services and dis-
aster management, offering a
sustainable, resilient model
for evolving governance
demands, and setting an
inspiring precedent for other

states. Future Prospects and
Potential for Growth. This
outdoor video conferencing
solution has the potential to
revolutionise governance in
Bihar and other similar states. 
As Bihar continues to
advance, the system can be
further expanded to incorpo-
rate additional features and
applications, including new e-
governance initiatives.
Emerging technologies like
IoT, advanced bandwidth
optimisation, and real-time
analytics are being explored
to enhance communication
efficiency even further. 
The success of this project
opens doors for expansion
into other government sec-
tors, allowing more depart-
ments to benefit from mobile
video conferencing. In con-
clusion, this outdoor video

conferencing initiative has
enabled the Bihar govern-
ment to communicate and
make decisions effectively,
regardless of officials’ physi-
cal locations. 
It has solved an immediate
challenge while laying the
foundation for future techno-
logical advancements in gov-
ernment communication. 
By bridging the digital divide,
this solution is enhancing
governance in Bihar, helping
to build a more inclusive,
connected, and prosperous
state. The collaboration with
BELTRON demonstrates that
strategic digital initiatives can
empower state governments
to deliver on the promise of
accessible, efficient gover-
nance for all. 
(The writer is CEO at MAPL
World; views are personal)
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Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas.’
Punjab must decisively shift
towards ‘Industries of Export
Excellence’ (IEE). This strategy will
empower the identification and
promotion of key sectors, such as
textiles and apparel, bicycles, auto
parts, tractors, engineering goods,
hand and machine tools, sports
goods, footwear, and leather prod-
ucts.
Furthermore, the Foreign Trade
Policy is resolutely committed to
enhancing decentralised export
promotion. The introduction of
districts as export hubs is a non-
negotiable strategy within the
MSMEs Export Promotion Policy.
This initiative will systematically
identify potential export products
and services in every district,
establishing institutional mecha-
nisms for their promotion—a crit-
ical step toward realising the pol-
icy’s objectives. Every district in
Punjab possesses significant
untapped potential. 
It is essential to identify addition-
al districts for bolstering export
operations, aligning with the
imperative ‘Vocal for Local’ and
‘Make in India’ initiatives. India’s
vision of transforming each district
into an export hub demands the
active engagement of MSMEs from
all districts. The time for action is
now.MSMEs Export Potential:
Punjab boasts an impressive 14.65
lakh MSMEs, which are the back-
bone of the state’s industrial growth
and are primed for global expan-
sion. 
These MSMEs are powerful hubs,
excelling in industries such as tex-
tiles and apparel, bicycles, hosiery,
tractors, automobile components,
hand tools, machine tools, sports
goods, engineering goods,
footwear, and leather goods. They
constitute a staggering 99.7 per cent
of all MSMEs in the region,
employing 65 per cent of the
industrial workforce and generat-
ing 78 per cent of the state’s total
industrial output. These industri-
al clusters possess immense poten-

tial and can be fostered
further.Ludhiana stands as a pow-
erhouse, ranking first(Rs 20,140
Crore export business) among the
top ten exporting districts with an
export business valued at Rs 55,844
Crore for 2023-24. It leads the
nation by producing 92 per cent of
India’s bicycle parts and 75 per cent
of all bicycles, commanding an 80
per cent share in bicycle exports
from India. 
While India currently lags behind
China in bicycle exports, we have
a clear and compelling opportuni-
ty to elevate our global export tar-
gets by at least 10 per cent over the
next two to three years, particular-
ly in untapped markets in the US,
Europe, and Africa.As the foremost
producer of blended yarn and
hosiery, Ludhiana holds its ground
as the second-largest producer of
polyester silk, fibre, and cotton
yarn. It dominates woollen
knitwear (95 per cent) and hosiery
(65 per cent) exports, showcasing
unparalleled strength in the glob-
al market. While China captures a
commanding 37 per cent share in
textiles apparel and hosiery, India
needs to aggressively increase its
mere 5% share in the worldwide
market. The opportunity for
growth is vast, particularly in
lucrative export markets such as
the USA, UAE, UK, Germany,
France, and Australia.
In the farm equipment sector,
Punjab is a force to be reckoned
with, hosting one-third of the total
original equipment manufacturers
(OEMs) and standing as the lead-
ing tractor manufacturer. With a
commanding 34.3 per cent share in
exports, Sonalika ITL stands as the
largest tractor exporter(Rs 3000 Cr)
in 2023-24. Despite India’s current
2.2 per cent share in the global
market, the potential for over 2
lakh tractors to be exported in the
next 2-3 years to burgeoning mar-
kets such as Brazil, Argentina,
Turkey, SAARC, and African
nations is undeniable. Jalandhar
dominates the sports goods sector,

producing 45 per cent of the
nation’s total and contributing to 75
per cent of the country’s sports
goods exports. While China cur-
rently leads with a 42.2 per cent
share, India’s scant 0.56 per cent
share of global exports highlights
the tremendous untapped poten-
tial for growth. The time is ripe for
Punjab to seize lucrative opportu-
nities in markets like the USA, UK,
Brazil, Germany, Mexico, South
Africa, Colombia, and Argentina,
and make a formidable mark on
the global stage.The Way Forward:
To enhance the competitive edge
of MSMEs in foreign trade, it’s cru-
cial to allow the flow of bilateral
trade from Punjab through the
Wagah Border of Pakistan to
Middle Eastern countries, CIS
nations, Europe, and the US.
Establishing a Directorate of
Exports in the state is vital for
aligning the state and central gov-
ernment’s export promotion poli-
cies.
One of the most pressing issues is
the high borrowing cost of 10-12
per cent. It is essential to introduce
interest subvention to create a
level playing field for MSMEs,
especially when compared to lead-
ing global players like China (3.1
per cent), Vietnam (4.5 per cent),
Malaysia (3 per cent), and Thailand
(3 per cent).Competitive and effi-
cient logistics are foundational for
export growth. Therefore, policy-
backed support for state-owned
wagons in landlocked border states
like Punjab is essential. 
This will help alleviate the burden
of over-freight and provide a more
equitable environment for driving
export growth.

The Author is Vice-Chairman of
Sonalika ITL Group, Vice-

Chairman of the Punjab
Economic Policy and Planning

Board, Chairman of ASSOCHAM
Northern Region Development

Council and President of Tractor
and Mechanization

Association(TMA); Views
expressed are personal.

In a decisive step to enhance indus-
trial growth in Punjab, the NITI
Aayog in partnership with the
Punjab Government, has sought
feedback from stakeholders to

explore the potential of MSMEs as a dri-
ver of export growth. This initiative is
essential for identifying and promptly
resolving industry challenges. To meet
the objective of boosting Punjab’s exports,
MSMEs must be equipped with a com-
prehensive State Export Promotion
Policy, linking them to sustainable
growth and significant employment gen-
eration.
Exports are a fundamental pillar of a
state’s development, and a strategic geo-
graphical location is vital for ensuring
global competitiveness and job creation
factors for robust economic growth.
For instance, Haryana once a barren
expanse, has emerged as one of the top
five states for export value, thanks to its
advantageous proximity to the National
Capital Region (NCR). Currently,
Haryana outpaces Punjab with five times
more exports. Coastal states with access
to seaports are a step ahead in engaging
in international trade, while landlocked
regions like Punjab endure higher trade
costs and transit challenges.It is unaccept-
able that policymakers have not priori-
tised Punjab’s geographical disadvantages
as a landlocked border state. The remote-
ness from seaports, inadequate connec-
tivity, and frequent protests have creat-
ed significant barriers to investment,
resulting in a concerning decline in the
industrial sector—a crisis that Punjab can
no longer afford to ignore.The non-com-
petitive environment for Punjab’s
MSMEs, stemming from their distance
from seaports, must be addressed head-
on. 
These challenges are surmountable, and
it is crucial to focus on empowering
Punjab’s vital MSMEs, which have the
potential to become an “Export Engine”
and deserve a fair platform to compete
on equal terms.According to NITI
Aayog’s latest Export Preparedness Index
(EPI), Punjab ranks a disappointing
10th with a score of 58.95, while Haryana
leads in 5th place with a score of 63.65.
Notably, Gujarat has the highest number
of districts among the top 25 in the coun-
try for export share (54 per cent), fol-
lowed by Maharashtra with five districts,
Haryana with one, and Punjab with
none—only a meagre 2 per cent of the
country’s exports. 
Therefore, it is essential for Punjab to
actively engage in export promotion ini-
tiatives for every potential MSME to dra-
matically increase its export figures.Why
a State-Specific Policy Needed: The
Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) for 2023-
2028 has set an ambitious target of
achieving $2 trillion in exports by 2030.
However, with 766 districts across the
country, it is unacceptable that only 43
cities designated as centres of export
excellence receive crucial financial incen-
tives for global market surveys, brand
promotions, warehouse establishment,
and zero customs duty on capital goods
for export-oriented production. 
This glaring disparity in the distribution
of incentives underscores the urgent need
for a more inclusive, state-specific poli-
cy. The current focus on a handful of
‘Towns of Export Excellence’ severely
undermines the principles of ‘One
District, One Product’ and ‘Sabka Saath,
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The head of Myanmar’s mil-
itary government

embarked Tuesday on an offi-
cial visit to China, the embat-
tled Southeast Asian nation’s
most important international
ally, for several regional meet-
ings.  It is the first time Senior
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing has
traveled to the neighboring
country since his army seized
power in February 2021 from
the elected government of

Aung San Suu Kyi. 
Myanmar’s army suffered
unprecedented battlefield
defeats over the past year, espe-
cially in areas near the Chinese
border. Both Myanmar’s ruling
generals and China’s govern-
ment have shown concern as
pro-democracy guerrillas and
armed ethnic minority groups,
sometimes working hand in
hand, have taken the initiative
in their fight against military
rule.
But Beijing is now concerned

about instability that threatens
its strategic and business inter-
ests in Myanmar. China’s gov-
ernment has maintained good
working relations with
Myanmar’s ruling military,
which is shunned and sanc-
tioned by many Western
nations for the army takeover
and for major human rights
violations.
State-run MRTV television
said that Min Aung Hlaing
departed on a flight from the
capital, Naypyitaw, Tuesday

morning to begin his visit. 
He will visit the Chinese city of
Kunming on Wednesday and
Thursday to attend three sum-
mits: The Greater Mekong
Subregion, the Ayeyawady-
Chao Phraya-Mekong
Economic Cooperation
Strategy and the Cambodia-
L aos-Myanmar-Vietnam
Cooperation. Kunming, the
capital of China’s Yunnan
province, is about 400 kilome-
ters (250 miles) from the bor-
der with Myanmar.
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North Korea on Tuesday
fired multiple short-range

ballistic missiles toward its
eastern sea, the South Korean
military said, as the country
continued its weapons demon-
strations hours before the US
presidential election.
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff didn’t immediately spec-
ify the number of missiles
detected or how far they flew.
Japan’s Defence Ministry said
the missiles were believed to
have already landed at sea and
there were no immediate
reports of damage. The launch-
es came days after North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un
supervised a flight test of the
country’s newest interconti-
nental ballistic missile designed
to reach the US mainland. 
In response to that launch, the
United States flew a long-range
B-1B bomber in a trilateral drill
with South Korea and Japan on
Sunday in a show of force. That
drew condemnation from
Kim’s powerful sister, who on

Tuesday accused North Korea’s
rivals of raising tensions with
“aggressive and adventuristic
military threats.”
South Korean officials have
said that North Korea was
likely to dial up its military dis-
plays around the US presiden-
tial election to command the
attention of Washington. South
Korea’s military intelligence
agency said last week that
North Korea has also likely
completed preparations for its
seventh nuclear test.
Outside officials and analysts
say North Korea eventually
hopes to use an expanded
nuclear arsenal as leverage to
win concessions such as sanc-
tions relief after a new US pres-
ident is elected. 
There are widespread views
that Kim would prefer a win by
Republican candidate Donald
Trump, with whom he engaged
in high-stakes nuclear diploma-
cy in 2018-19, seeing him as a
more likely counterpart to give
him what he wants than
Democratic candidate Kamala
Harris. 

During campaigning, Trump
boasted about his personal ties
with Kim, while Harris said she
won’t “cozy up to tyrants and
dictators like Kim Jong Un who
are rooting for Trump.”
North Korean state media
claimed last week that the
Hwasong-19 it tested on
October 31 was “the world’s
strongest” ICBM, but experts
say the solid-fuel missile was
too big to be useful in a war sit-
uation. Experts say North
Korea has yet to acquire some
critical technologies to build a
functioning ICBM, such as
ensuring that the warhead sur-
vives the harsh conditions of
atmospheric re-entry.
Tensions between the Koreas
are at their highest point in
years as Kim has repeatedly
flaunted his expanding nuclear
weapon and missile pro-
grammes, while reportedly
providing Russia with muni-
tions and troops to support
President Vladimir Putin’s war
in Ukraine.
According to the US, South
Korean and Ukrainian intelli-

gence assessments, North
Korea is estimated to have sent
between 10,000 and 12,000
troops to Russia. If they start
fighting against Ukraine forces,
it would mark North Korea’s
first participation in a large-
scale conflict since the end of
the 1950-53 Korean War.
On Monday, US State
Department spokesperson
Matthew Miller told reporters
that as many as 10,000 North
Korean soldiers were in Russia’s
Kursk region near Ukraine’s
border and preparing to join
Moscow’s fight against Ukraine
in the coming days. That’s up
from the 8,000 troops that the
US government mentioned
Thursday.
After a meeting in Seoul on
Monday, South Korean Foreign
Minister Cho Tae-yul and EU
foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell expressed “deep con-
cern” over the possibility that
Russia might transfer nuclear
or ballistic missile-related tech-
nology to the North in
exchange for its arms and mil-
itary personnel.
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Project taken up to restore 4,500 hectares
of degraded mangroves in Sundarbans
�	��� �
���	�

Aprivate sector-supported
project has been taken up

to restore 4,500 hectares of
degraded mangroves in West
Bengal's Sundarbans, an
official said on Tuesday.
The programme also seeks to
create sustainable economic
opportunities for villages in the
Sundarbans, the world's largest
mangrove ecosystem.
Senior officials of project
partners EcoAct and Meensou
India are currently on a visit to
the restoration sites and
engaging with communities in
the South 24 Parganas district
of the state.
The project is being
implemented under the
Verified Carbon Standard
(VCS) programme which is the
world's most widely used
greenhouse gas (GHG)
crediting scheme.
"The Sundari Mangroves
Project to restore 4,500
hectares of degraded
mangroves in India's
Sundarbans and it
demonstrates how carbon
finance can drive effective
climate action when it

genuinely empowers local
communities. 
By ensuring benefits flow
directly to communities, we
are seeing how private sector
support can create real
opportunities for those who
depend on these ecosystems,"
Stephane Tromilin, Head of
Project Development at
EcoAct, said.
Other companies should also
consider investing in this
project as part of their
sustainability strategies,
Tromilin said.
"For generations, our families
are dependent on these
mangroves for our survival -
for fishing, for protection from
storms, for our daily needs. 
But we have watched them

disappear year after year," said
Swapan Maity, member of
Dhablat Panchayat and
Secretary of Chemaguri
Byabsaik Samity.
He expressed hope that this
project would help them
restore what they are losing,
create jobs and protect their
homes.
The project is expected to
create local employment
opportunities over its 20-year
duration. 
While the restoration is guided
by scientific protocols,
community members are
involved in implementation
and monitoring, with equal
opportunities for men and
women in the region. 
Communities also retain

decision-making power over
how project benefits are
reinvested in their local
development priorities,
officials said.
"Our role has been limited to
support local communities in
realizing their vision for
mangrove restoration. 
Their traditional knowledge
and daily engagement with
these ecosystems make them
the most qualified stewards of
this project," said Soumya
Darshan Pradhan, CEO & MD
of Meensou India.
Meensou develops carbon
offset and credit projects
focusing on social capacity
building, economic growth,
equitable wealth distribution,
and environmental protection.
The restoration effort will help
revitalise crucial habitats for
the iconic Royal Bengal Tiger
and protect over 1,400 other
species that call the
Sundarbans their home. 
Through the planting of 19
native mangrove species, the
project aims to strengthen the
ecosystem's natural resilience,
protecting thousands of homes
from erosion and extreme
weather events, officials said.
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Currently, Agni Chopra’s
First-Class average stands

at a box office 99.06 and it has
attracted as much, may be
even more, attention as some
of the biggest Bollywood
chartbusters his father has
produced. 
In only nine games since his
debut in the Ranji Trophy
Plate league for Mizoram
earlier this year, Agni, son of
Bollywood filmmaker Vidhu
Vinod Chopra and film critic
Anupama Chopra, has
garnered 1585 runs with eight
hundreds and four fifties. 
The beginning of this filmy
sequence started in January
this year when he debuted
with a 166 against Sikkim at
Nadiad, and from there on
Agni has not stopped scoring

runs in tons, literally. 
This season the 26-year-old
left-hander has started from
where he left and has already
scored 218 and 238 against
Arunachal and Manipur. 
So, what is the secret of his
run rush? 
“It’s all about hunger, right?”
Agni told PTI in an exclusive
interview. 
“Before this season started, I
discussed it with my coach
Khushpreet (Singh). The only
thing he told me was, ‘forget
about the runs, you just have
to focus on one thing - don’t
get out’.”
“So I’ve not thought about
anything else. My second goal
was to score double hundreds
because last year I didn’t score
a single double hundred,” said
Agni, adding that specific
work on his fitness has also

helped him pile up big scores. 
His domination of bowlers,
which has seen his average
touching Bradmanesque-
levels, has come in the Plate
League so far, and Agni
nourishes the dream of
getting into Elite League with
Mizoram. 
“I don’t think too far into the
future. Of course, in terms of
the larger picture, I would
love to be picked in the
Duleep Trophy, or India A, to
play in the IPL, to hopefully,
one day, represent India,” he
said. 
“For me what works best is
(when) I always focus on the
next game. I don’t even think
about the second game. I only
think about what’s next
because in order to play for
India, I have to do well in the
next game.”

But for it, Agni knows that, he
will have to play in the Elite
segment of the Ranji Trophy.
“I would love to represent an
Elite division team, then
maybe play for IPL and India.
But to do those things, I have
to play well at the level I’m
playing right now and to do
that, I also have to score runs
in the next game. So, I
genuinely think about only
the next game,” he said.
Agni realises that he has to
shoulder a major share of
responsibility of carrying
Mizoram into the Elite round.
“Our Mizoram team’s
collective goal is to qualify for
the Elite division. The goal is
for us to finish on top and
qualify... Then I’ll be able to
play in the Elite division
against the top level of
bowlers,” he said. 
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Australian pacer Scott
Boland wants to
extend the barren run

of KL Rahul and keep him
under pressure ahead of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
when he faces the Indian
batter in the four-day A-Team
match here from Thursday.
Rahul along with
wicketkeeper batter Dhruv
Jurel flew early to Australia,
and will appear for India A in
the second four-day game at
the MCG.
“I was lucky to bowl to him in
a Test over in India a couple
of years ago but it’ll be nice to
play against him in our
backyard,” Boland was
quoted saying by
ESPNCricinfo.
Rahul made a hundred on his

debut tour to Australia in
2015, a 110 at Sydney, but his
overall performance Down
Under remains scratchy,
evidenced by an average of
20.77 across four Tests.
Boland wants to heap more
misery on the 32-year-old.
“He’s a world-class player but
someone I think we can get
on top of pretty early and
hopefully stay on top of him
for the majority of the
summer,” said Boland.
Rahul was dropped from
India’s eleven after the first
Test against New Zealand at
Bengaluru where he made 0
and 12.
It was a continuation of his
modest run since cracking a
hundred against South Africa
at Centurion in December
2023.
Since then, he made just two

fifties across nine innings
against SA, England,
Bangladesh and New
Zealand.
But the Bengaluru man could
return to the eleven if skipper
Rohit Sharma skips the first
Test against the Aussies at
Perth, starting from
November 22, owing to
personal reasons.
Boland also remained
cautious about the impact of
India’s recent 0-3 whitewash
at home by the Kiwis.
The 35-year-old said India
has enough experience to
make a comeback.
“There’s so much more
bounce here, more seam. The
way they’ll structure their
team (in Australia) will be
completely different to what
you see over in India,” he
noted.
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India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur climbed to the joint

ninth spot while opener
Smriti Mandhana remained
fourth in the latest ICC
Women’s ODI rankings,
released here on Tuesday.
Kaur, who played an
important part in her team’s
six-wicket victory over New
Zealand in the third ODI of
their ICC Women’s
Championship series in
Ahmedabad, had slipped
three slots after the first two
matches.
However, her 59 not out off
63 balls pushed her back into
the top 10.
Left-hander Mandhana, who
won the player of the match
award for her knock of 100,
added 23 rating points to
reach a tally of 728, just five
less than Sri Lanka’s Chamari
Athapaththu in the list led by
Natalie Sciver-Brunt of
England with 760 rating
points.
Wicketkeeper Yastika Bhatia
moved up from 48th to 45th
after chipping in with 35 runs,
while for New Zealand,
Brooke Halliday’s knock of 86

lifted her 12 spots to 24th
position and Georgia
Plimmer’s 39 runs took her
from 85th to 74th position.
In the bowling chart,
seasoned spinner Deepti
Sharma gained important
rating points after helping
India win the series 2-1.
Deepti, who had already
attained a career-high 687
rating points last week while
consolidating her second
place among bowlers, added
16 more to reach 703 rating
points after her haul of 3/39
to hold on to the second spot.
England’s left-arm spinner
Sophie Ecclestone enjoys a
huge lead at the top with 770
rating points. India pacer
Renuka Singh was up four
places to 32nd while Saima
Thakor (up 20 places to joint-
77th) and Priya Mishra (up
six places to 83rd) also
progressed.
India are placed in third
position in the ICC Women’s
Championship standings
with 25 points while New
Zealand are sixth with 20
from 21. Australia and
England are at the top with 28
points each, from 18 and 21
matches, respectively.
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Australian pacer Josh Hazlewood
believes India’s confidence would

have been shaken by the shocking
series loss to New Zealand, but the
“sleeping giant” can mount a strong
comeback in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy starting later this month.
India suffered a humiliating series
whitewash after losing the third
match by 25 runs to New Zealand in
Mumbai on Sunday, the first time in
their Test history, which goes back to

1933.
“It might awaken a sleeping giant, so
to speak. We’ll see that when they
come out,” Hazlewood told ‘Sydney
Morning Herald’.
Not only did the drubbing at home
mark one of the darkest moments in
India’s Test cricket history, it has also
significantly impacted the Rohit
Sharma-led side’s chances of
qualifying for next year’s World Test
Championship (WTC) final.
Three back-to-back losses meant that
India have lost their top spot to

Australia in the WTC standings.
India are now faced with a tough task
to win four of their five matches
against Australia to qualify for their
third consecutive WTC final without
relying on external results.
“It’s obviously better them losing 3-0
than winning 3-0, easily. The
confidence might have taken a bit of a
hit. A lot of them have been out here,
but there are a few batters who
haven’t, so they’ll be a bit unsure of
what to expect,” Hazlewood said.
“I don’t think you can read too much

into it. The results are obviously good
for us in a way.”
Hazlewood, who is a part of
Australia’s three-pronged pace attack
along with Mitchell Starc and skipper
Pat Cummins, lauded his Trans-
Tasman rivals for achieving
something no other team has been
able to do.
“Credit to the Kiwi boys. They played
outstanding cricket. To win 3-0 in
India is unbelievable. It’s hard enough
to win one game there, let alone every
match of the series,” Hazlewood said.
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Aussie quick Boland looks to keep KL Rahul under
pressure ahead of Border-Gavaskar Trophy
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Indian professional boxer
Mandeep Jangra won the

World Boxing Federation’s
super featherweight world title
after defeating Britain’s Conor
McIntosh in the Cayman
Islands. The 31-year-old, who
trains under former Olympic
silver medallist Roy Jones Jr
and has faced only one defeat
in his professional career so far,
had the upper hand in most
rounds.
He delivered powerful punches
from the outset, maintaining
his stamina throughout the 10
rounds, while the British boxer
struggled to keep pace.
Conor did try to make a
comeback, but Jangra
continued to maintain the
upper hand in most rounds.
“This is one of the biggest
victories of my career. I am
thankful to my sponsor Nash
Built Construction, Chief
Coach Roy Jones, Assistant
Coach Asa Beard and Angel,”

Jangra said in a media release
“I have worked hard for years
to achieve this. It is a matter of
pride for me that I could bring
glory to the country.”
The Haryana boxer, who made
his professional boxing debut
in 2021, hopes the title will
inspire more Indian pugilists to
turn professional.
“I think this title will open the
way for other boxers of the
country and they will also
decide to make a career in
professional boxing.
“Our boxers are good and
there is no dearth of talent in
them. If they get good
promoters and managers, they
can also become world
champions,” Jangra added.
Jangra has won 11 out of his 12
fights in his pro career with
seven being knockout
victories.
He had a decent run in the
amateur circuit as well and
won a Commonwealth Games
silver medal in the 2014
Glasgow edition.

Indian boxer Mandeep Jangra
wins WBF’s world title
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World No. 4 Indian chess
grandmaster and top

seed Arjun Erigaisi will open
his Chennai Grand Masters
campaign against compatriot
Vidit Gujarathi, starting here
on Tuesday.
Erigaisi will play for the first
time in India after crossing the
historic 2800 ELO ranking
mark when he takes the board.
The eight-player strong
classical event will see
Aravindh Chithambaram take
on Iranian Amin Tabatabaei,
Vachier-Lagrave Maxime will
face Maghsoodloo Parham
and American Grandmaster
Levon Aronian will play
Alexey Sarana in the opening
round. The second edition of
the seven round competition
will also feature a Challengers
event featuring female players
for the first time. Organised by
MGD1 with ChessBase India,
and sponsored by the Sports
Development Authority of
Tamil Nadu, the tournament

will be held at the 1,100-seat
Anna Centenary Library. 
The event will also feature two
Indian women — Harika
Dronavalli and Vaishali
Rameshbabu.
The Challengers participants,
will fight for a prize pool of Rs
20 lakh, with the winner taking
home Rs six lakh and a direct
berth in the Masters next year.
In the Challenger category,
Vaishali will take on
Mendonca Leon Luke while
Harika will play Pranav V. 
In the other two matches,
Raunak Sadhwani will face off
against Karthikeyan Murali
while Pranesh M will play
Abhimanyu Puranik. The
Challengers event, which is
introduced for this year, will
give Indian prodigies the
chance to compete in top-level
tournaments. D Gukesh had
won the inaugural edition last
year but will miss this year’s
competition as he is preparing
for the world championships
title against Ding Liren of
China.

Top ranked Erigaisi to face
Gujarathi in opening round
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