
��������	������■ ������

Citing the examples of Himachal
Pradesh, Telangana and

Karnataka, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday charged that
"wherever the Congress forms the
government, that state becomes an
Automated Teller Machine (ATM) of
the party's shahi parivar" and said that
the BJP would not allow the
Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) to turn Maharashtra into the
ATM of the grand old party.
Addressing an election rally at Akola
in Vidarbha region of Assembly poll-
bound Maharashtra, Modi accused
the Siddaramaiah-led Congress
government of collecting Rs 700 crore
from liquor shop owners in
Karnataka.
"Wherever Congress forms the
government, that state becomes an
ATM of the `shahi parivar" of the
Congress. These days, states like
Himachal Pradesh, Telangana and
Karnataka have become the ATMs of
the royal family of Congress," the
Prime Minister said.
"People are saying that these days with
elections in Maharashtra, the
Congress has doubled the quantum of
'vasooli' (extortion) in Karnataka and
neighbouring Telangana.  The BJP will
not allow MVA to turn Maharashtra
into the Congress' ATM for

`Mahaghotalebaaj'," PM Modi said.
Singling out the grand old party for
allegedly indulging in corruption in
states ruled by it, the Prime Minister
said that the MVA - comprising the
Congress, Shiv Sena (UBT) and NCP
(SP) - "stands for multi-crore scams,
for extortion and token money. It
stands for transfer posting racket and
is completely immersed in scandals,
loot, and corruption."
Repeating the allegations that he had
made in his election speeches on
Friday that the Congress was dividing
the SCs, STs and OBCs, PM Modi
said: "The Congress knows the weaker
the country becomes, the stronger the
Congress will be .. That's why the
Congress has all along been resorting
to the tactics of divide and rule. Over
the years, the Congress created rifts
within the SC-Dalits, ST-Adivasis and
OBCs"
Describing the BJP as "ek hai toh safe
hain" party, Modi said: "For a safe and
united Maharashtra, people should
choose BJP-led Maha Yuti…ek hai toh
safe hain".
A day after he dared the MVA to get
Rahul Gandhi to speak in praise of
Veer Savarkar,  Modi invoked Dr. BR
Ambedkar's legacy to tear into the
Congress to prove its respect for the
architect of the constitution and his
contributions to the country.

Continued on page 5
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The air quality index (AQI)
in Delhi remained in the

"very poor" category with an
average AQI of 352 on
Saturday, marking the ninth
consecutive day of smog due
to calm wind, and local
factors including vehicular
emissions. The AQI is likely
to  worsen in the coming days
as per the forecast by the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD).  
Meanwhile, the Commission
for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) has held a meeting
with Delhi Chief Secretary
and directed to intensify
efforts to remove highly
polluting end-of-life (EoL)
vehicles (petrol vehicles older
than 15 years and diesel

vehicles older than 10 years)
that are still in use in Delhi
The PM2.5 concentration is
currently 32 times the World
Health Organization (WHO)
annual PM2.5 guideline value.
The transport sector is the
most significant contributor at
11.43 per cent, as per the
Decision Support System data
by the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM).
While the residential sector
contribution is 2. 872 per cent,
industries contributed 2.537
per cent, construction 1. 492
per cent, energy sector 1. 317
per cent, waste burning 1.043
per cent, and road dust 0.82
per cent.
According to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), numerous areas
across Delhi still registered
AQI levels between 370 and
400, with some zones even
surpassing the 400 mark.
Nehru Nagar recorded AQI at
431, New Moti Bagh at 411
and Bhawana at 409. In
contrast, other locations like
Dilshad Garden (220) and
Chandni Chowk (257)
reported relatively lower AQI
readings.

Continued on page 5
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Indian students dreaming of
studying in Canada may
face hardship now, as it has

ended the fast track visa
programme. The decision
came in the backdrop of
ongoing diplomatic tension
between the two countries.
The decision to cancel the fast-
track visa service known as
Student Direct Stream (SDS)
raised concerns over delays in
processing and uncertainty for
many international students
from India. In 2023, nearly
200,000 Indian students
received study permits.
The SDS was launched in 2018
to provide faster processing for
eligible post-secondary
students. It was introduced to
simplify the visa application
process for students from 14
countries, which included
India.
In the latest measure targeting
international students
planning to study at a
Canadian institution, Ottawa
has announced that it is
immediately ending the SDS
initiative. According to a notice
from Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship Canada
(IRCC) late on Friday, SDS was
launched in 2018 to "provide
faster processing for eligible
post-secondary students" and
"eventually opened to legal
residents" of 14 nations
including India.
It stated that "Canada's goal is
to strengthen program
integrity, address student
vulnerability, and give all
students equal and fair access
to the application process, as
well as a positive academic

experience' to "meet this
commitment" the SDS was
scrapped on November eight.
Study permits applied for after
the announcement will be
processed under the regular
stream.
The Canadian government has
refrained from giving an
explanation for ending the fast-
track visa service. The move
comes at a time when India
and Canada's ties are strained
due to the Trudeau
government blaming the
Indian government agents for
the killing of Khalistani
terrorist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.
Indian aspirants are now likely
to face extended waiting times
for their study permits, which
can be a significant setback.
Indian students now have to
navigate additional hurdles to

secure their study permits on
time.
Meanwhile, a PTI report from
Ottawa, on Saturday, said
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau has
acknowledged the presence of
Khalistan supporters in
Canada but said they do not
represent the Sikh community
as a whole.
His comments came during
Diwali celebrations at Ottawa's
Parliament Hill recently amid
an ongoing diplomatic row
with India over the killing of
Khalistan extremist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar.
"There are many supporters of
Khalistan in Canada, but they
do not represent the Sikh
Community as a whole.
Similarly, there are supporters
of Prime Minister (Narendra)

Modi's government in Canada,
but they do not represent all
Hindu Canadians," Trudeau
said.
The relations between the two
countries came under severe
strain following Trudeau's
allegations in September last
year of a "potential"
involvement of Indian agents
in Nijjar's killing. New Delhi
rejected Trudeau's charges as
"absurd".
India expelled six Canadian
diplomats and withdrew its
high commissioner Sanjay
Verma and other "targeted"
officials from Canada after
strongly dismissing Ottawa's
charges.
India has been maintaining
that the main issue between
the two countries is that of
Canada giving space to pro-
Khalistan elements operating
from Canadian soil with
impunity.
Last week, Khalistani
supporters disrupted a
consular event co-organised by
the Hindu Sabha temple in
Brampton and the Indian
Consulate. The incident was
condemned by Trudeau who
said every Canadian has the
right to practise their faith
freely and safely.
In a statement, the Ministry of
External Affairs said that New
Delhi remains "deeply
concerned" about the safety
and security of Indian
nationals in Canada.
The Indian consulate in
Toronto said it was scrapping
some of the planned consular
events this month because of
Canadian "security agencies
conveying their inability to
provide minimum security
protection" to organisers.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, responding to the recent

Supreme Court decision on Aligarh
Muslim University's (AMU) minority
status, asserted that AMU "does not
exclusively belong to Muslims." He also
invoked his controversial "batenge to
katenge" (If Hindus are divided, they will
be slaughtered) statement, calling for unity
among Hindus to prevent historical
divisions.

The Supreme Court recently overturned the
1967 Azeez Basha judgement, with a regular
bench set to make the final determination on
AMU's minority status. "AMU doesn't
belong solely to Muslims," Adityanath stated
at an election rally in Khair, Aligarh,
questioning AMU's plans to reserve 50 per
cent of its seats for minorities despite
receiving central government funding. "If
AMU is funded by the government,
Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes
(ST), and Other Backward Classes (OBC)
should also have reservation there," he
added.
Adityanath accused opposition parties -
Samajwadi Party (SP), Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP), and Congress - of denying
reservations at AMU to SCs, STs, and OBCs,
alleging that these parties prioritised vote
bank politics. "These people are playing with
your sentiments. Don't be blinded by them.
If we are divided, we will be slaughtered," he
said, referring to historical incidents of
Hindu oppression through division.

Continued on page 5
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In a development that has
left both Bollywood and

business circles in shock,
alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrashekar, currently in
Tihar Jail on charges of
extortion, has made an
audacious offer to buy a
significant stake in one of
India's most prestigious film
production houses, Karan
Johar's Dharma Productions.
In his revised offer to Karan
Johar, submitted through the
legal firm Anantam Legal,
Sukesh said it has been
brought to his notice that you
(Karan Johar) have finalised

the sale of a 50 per cent stake
for Rs 1000 Crore at a
company valuation of Rs 2000
Crore.
"I am valuing Dharma at a
3,000 Crore valuation.
Hereby, I am willing to
acquire a 50 per cent stake at
1,500 Crore, all cash deal, this
very day. As I mentioned
before in my first offer letter
to you, I did not want to put a

number as movies are a
passion and Dharma comes a
legacy, and that is prime to
me, and not the value," the
letter states. 
Sukesh said if the 50 per cent
stake is not possible, Dharma
could consider offloading a
20 per cent stake. " I am
offering Rs. 600 Crore for the
20 per cent stake, at a
valuation of 3000 Crores of
your company. If the above
mentioned offer is accepted
or even under considerations,
as of today we could Escrow
the amount in full for you to
understand our seriousness
for this deal.  If you consider
our offer, the structure of
your organisation will remain
exactly the same, the way you
want it to be, there would not
be any riders, as we only want
to associate and have no
interest in the way the
company operates, nor we
want to appoint any person
from our side in the

company," the letter, shared
by Sukesh's legal team, states.
"Kindly consider this offer of
ours by either offloading the
50 per cent or at least the 20
per cent stake at a valuation,
which is way above than
anything offered to you. Once
again to remind, all our
Financials, legality could be
produced for your full
satisfaction and Due
Diligence".
This is the second time that
Sukesh has sent a 'letter of
Intent', to Dharma
Productions.  The bid, which
Chandrashekar claims is
motivated by his admiration
for Jacqueline Fernandez,
has sparked widespread
curiosity, scepticism, and
controversy across the
country.While Sukesh's
reputation is mired in
controversy and legal issues,
his letter portrays a deep-
seated passion for films. 

Continued on page 5
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In an unusual incident,
around 40 unmarried girls

from Ramna village in
Varanasi received messages
meant for pregnant women
from the Ministry of Child
Development on Diwali,
sparking confusion and
concern among villagers.
Following complaints, the
Chief Development Officer
(CDO), Himanshu Nagpal,
acknowledged the error and
launched an investigation into
the matter, delegating it to the
District Panchayati Raj Officer
(DPRO). The CDO confirmed
that all erroneous data entries
have been removed from the
portal and attributed the
incident to a "human error."
Nagpal explained that
complaints from the village

indicated that 40 unmarried
girls were registered
incorrectly as pregnant women
on a government portal. As a
result, these girls received a
message from the Ministry of
Child Development on Diwali,
stating, "Welcome to Poshan
Tracker. As a breastfeeding
mother, you can avail services
like hot cooked meals or
ration, consultation, child
health monitoring, and
breastfeeding support through
home visits with the help of
Anganwadi Center."
The message, designed to
promote services for pregnant
and breastfeeding women,
caused confusion and anxiety
among the girls and their
families. The CDO traced the
error to an Anganwadi worker
from Ramna village who also
serves as a Booth Level Officer
(BLO). Currently, as part of the
ongoing voter list summary
revision, BLOs are required to
visit households, collect
Aadhaar information for
residents above 18 years, and
help register them for voter ID
cards.

Continued on page 5
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Abusinesswoman from
Gomti Nagar has accused

her former acquaintance of
concealing his religious iden-
tity to deceive her, raping her
under the pretext of offering
assistance, and attempting reli-
gious conversion, police said
on Saturday. She has also
alleged that the accused swin-
dled Rs 2.5 crore from her,
they added.
The woman approached the
DCP (East) to file a complaint,
based on which an FIR has
been registered against two
men and a woman at Vibhuti
Khand police station.
According to the complainant,
she worked in a beauty parlour
and event management com-
pany in Mumbai. She stated
that in 2020, she met the
prime accused, Isha Dewan, a
resident of Mira Road East
Police Station area in Mumbai,
at City Centre Mall in
Goregaon.
The woman alleged that Isha
initially introduced himself
with a Hindu identity, even
wearing a sacred thread on his
wrist during their first meet-
ing. The next day, when they
met again, her husband saw
her with Isha, leading to an
argument between her and

her husband. The woman sub-
sequently travelled to
Lucknow. It was further
alleged that Isha followed her
to Lucknow. He called her,
expressing concern about the
fight with her husband and
offering to resolve it, saying,
“Come to the hotel, and I’ll
clear all misunderstandings.” 
At the hotel, Isha suggested she
divorce her husband, promis-
ing to marry her afterwards. 
The accused then allegedly
forced her to consume alcohol,
and when she was intoxicated,
he allegedly raped her.
The victim claimed that when
she confronted him the follow-
ing day, he threatened to
release a video of the incident
if she reported it. Over the
next four days, the accused
allegedly called her to a hotel
and raped her repeatedly.
Under pressure, she returned
to Mumbai and began living in
a rented flat, where he alleged-
ly continued to exploit her.
The victim alleged that she
later discovered that Isha was
married to a woman named
Vinita, whom he had forced to
convert, renaming her Wasifa.
She also alleged that Isha
introduced her to Nadia and
Tausif Shaikh from Chincholi
Bunder Police Station area in
Malad, Mumbai, who began

taking control of her business.
Isha allegedly forced her to live
in his flat, where he frequent-
ly assaulted her. The victim
claimed that whenever she
visited Lucknow, the three
would also travel there, calling
her to hotels where she was
subjected to sexual assault.
The victim alleged that on
May 23, 2022, while in
Lucknow, Isha, Nadia, and
Tausif, who were staying at the
Novotel Hotel, summoned her
there. After giving her wine,
Isha and Tausif allegedly raped
her, with Nadia supporting
their actions. She stated that
the accused travelled to places
like Kashmir on her money,
leaving her in financial distress
and depression as they grad-
ually took over her business.
According to the FIR, in
December 2023, the accused
allegedly held her hostage,
attempted to force her to con-
vert, and subjected her to
unnatural sexual acts. They
also forced her to wear a hijab. 
The accused allegedly either
took or spent approximately
Rs 2.5 crore of her funds.
When she attempted to escape,
they alleged threatened to kill
her. Distressed, she confided in
her family, leading to a com-
plaint being filed with the
police.

����� ��&.�/	

Three youths, including a
would-be groom, died in a

road accident on the Lucknow-
Agra Expressway in the Kakori
police station area late Friday
night.
According to reports, five
friends were travelling from
Farrukhabad to Lucknow for
wedding shopping when their
speeding car collided with a
truck moving ahead on the
Agra Expressway. The acci-
dent occurred at around mid-
night, about one kilometre
before the toll plaza on the
Agra Expressway in the Kakori
police station area.
Police arrived at the scene
shortly after receiving the
report, extricated the injured
from the car, and rushed them
to the hospital. Upon examina-
tion, doctors declared
Shashank Rathore, Shivam
Yadav, and Anuj Rathore — all
residents of Fatehgarh in
Farrukhabad district — dead. 
The injured, Aman and

Shantanu, were admitted to the
hospital. It was later revealed
that Shashank Rathore’s mar-
riage was scheduled for
December 2. Eyewitnesses told
the police that the accident
happened so quickly that the
driver of the car, who was one
of the victims, did not even
have a chance to escape.
Anoop Rathore from Jaitpur
village in Fatehgarh said that
his brother Shashank’s wedding
was scheduled for December 2.
Shashank, along with his
friends Shivam Yadav, Anuj
Rathore, Aman, and Shantanu,
was on his way to Lucknow by
car for shopping.

“The police called us and
informed us about the incident.
First, we went to the hospital,
and then we came to the post-
mortem house,” Anoop said,
weeping inconsolably.
“This incident has destroyed
the happiness of our family,
especially with Shashank’s wed-
ding so close,” Anoop said,
adding that all five friends had
been heading to Lucknow for
the wedding shopping.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (West) Omvir Singh
confirmed that the accident
took place around midnight.
“Three people died on the
spot in the accident on the
Lucknow-Agra Expressway.
The police team transported
the injured to hospital, where
they are undergoing treatment.
The family has been informed,”
he said.
Aman aka Aditya Rajput (22)
from Central Jail locality in
Fatehgarh, and Shantanu (24)
are in critical condition and are
receiving treatment at the 
hospital.
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Astudent sustained critical
injuries to his legs and

arms after reportedly falling
from the third floor of his
school building in the PGI
police stat ion area of
Lucknow on Friday morning.
The injured student is cur-
rent ly being treated at
Medanta Hospital. According
to information from the
police, the victim, identified
as Arman Ali (18), is a Class
XII student at the school
located in the South City area
of PGI. 
He had gone to school by van
on Friday morning.
Around 11.30 am, he sudden-
ly fell from the third floor to
the ground, suffering severe
injuries. As a result of the fall,
both of his legs were broken,
and his spinal cord was frac-
tured. The family reported
that Arman had mentioned to
them that he had been feeling
dizzy prior to the 
incident.
“The school staff tried to
contact us by phone, but our
phone was not reachable. We
arrived at the school around
1 pm to pick up 
Arman and only then learned
of the incident,” the family
said.
Initially, the school staff took
the injured student to a pri-
vate hospital ,  where he
received first aid. The family
then transferred him to
Medanta Hospital, where his
condition is now said to be
stable and out of danger. The
family has not yet made any
formal allegations against
anyone involved in the 
incident.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath encouraged

children to expand their read-
ing beyond textbooks, urging
them to explore creative and
informative books to gain
broader insights.
Yogi inaugurated the Gomti
Book Festival at the Gomti
riverfront on Saturday.
Organised in collaboration
with the National Book Trust
and the Lucknow Development
Authority, the festival will con-
clude on November 17.
The chief minister appealed to
children to buy at least one
book from the fair to help fos-
ter a lifelong reading habit.
Expressing concern about the
influence of the digital age, CM
Yogi remarked, “Today’s youth
are spending nearly six hours
of their day on smartphones or
other digital devices. If this
time were redirected towards
more meaningful pursuits, it
could benefit both society and
the younger generation.”
“We should use technology as
a tool, not become enslaved by
it,” he added.
Drawing attention to India’s
ancient tradition of knowl-
edge, Yogi emphasised the pro-
found significance of the coun-
try’s Shruti tradition.

He noted that sacred sites like
Naimisharanya became pil-
grimage centres because sages
documented knowledge there.
He remarked that listening,
reflecting, and putting learned
principles into practice has
long been a valued tradition in
India, which now needs to be
revived.

The chief minister also high-
lighted the rich cultural legacy
of Uttar Pradesh, noting its
privilege as the birthplace of
revered poets like Maharishi
Valmiki and Tulsidas. He ref-
erenced the Ramcharitmanas,
which is cherished and sung in
homes throughout India, as
well as the Bhagavad Gita,

remarking that this profound
work of wisdom was com-
posed on the battlefield.
Yogi underscored the impor-
tance of taking pride in this
invaluable heritage and empha-
sised the need to preserve it for
future generations.
The chief minister praised the
National Book Trust’s initiative
and suggested that similar book
fairs should be organised across
all 18 divisions of Uttar
Pradesh.
He noted that such fairs would
benefit all sections of society
and help increase people’s inter-
est in reading. He emphasised
the need to reduce time spent
on digital devices and focus
more on reading books.
“Books broaden our perspec-
tives and make us more aware
of society,” he stated, stressing
the need to inspire the younger
generation in this direction.
Yogi also visited the book stalls
at the fair, reviewed the books,
and extended his best wishes to
the organisers for this com-
mendable initiative.
National Book Trust chairman
Profe Milind Sudhakar
Marathe, director Col Yuvraj
Malik, UP Government
Advisor Awanish Awasthi,
Divisional Commissioner
Roshan Jacob, and others were
present on the occasion.
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Lucknow (PNS): The Lucknow
Development Authority (LDA)
will re-model 11 major crossings
in the city at an estimated cost
of Rs 10 crore. The project will
involve redesigning rotaries and
islands at these intersections,
improving traffic flow, and
enhancing the aesthetics of these
critical areas. Additionally, ille-
gal parking and encroachments
around the crossings will be
cleared, and obstructions such as
electric poles, booths, and traf-
fic signals will be relocated to
reduce traffic congestion.
LDA Vice-Chairman
Prathamesh Kumar stated that
surveys have been completed for
key locations, including IT
Crossing, Lok Bandhu Crossing,
AKTU Crossing, Atal Tri-
Crossing in Jankipuram,
Engineering College Crossing,
and Hahnemann Crossing in
Gomti Nagar.
Suggestions from these surveys
will implemented in the upcom-
ing re-modelling work, which
aims to ensure smoother traffic,
especially during peak hours.
Kumar also highlighted the
traffic concerns at Narora
Junction, the entry point from
the Agra Expressway, where a
lack of a roundabout causes
haphazard vehicle movement. 
A rotary will be constructed,
alongside the installation of
speed tables and rumble strips
to improve safety and traffic
flow. At Koneshwar Crossing in
Chowk, illegal parking and
encroachments will be removed
to ease congestion. 
The Daliganj trisection rotary
will be redesigned to accommo-
date U-turns from both direc-
tions, and plans are in place for
an island at Madhurima trisec-
tion to handle increased traffic
due to the new railway station
at Vibhuti Khand.

Lucknow (PNS): A youth was
accused of luring four children
near Mantri Awas in Vibhuti
Khand on Saturday, allegedly
for kidnapping them. The
police are reviewing CCTV
footage, but the kidnapping
allegations were not substanti-
ated in the initial investigation,
and the case is still under fur-
ther investigation.
On Saturday morning, a
motorcyclist was seen talking to
four children in Vibhuti
Khand. Later, the children dis-
appeared from the scene. The
incident caused a stir in the
area, and several people gath-
ered at the scene out of curios-
ity. The police began investigat-
ing by reviewing CCTV
footage.
According to reports, Asharam,
a resident of Vibhuti Khand,
was with his 11-year-old son
Gulu, along with his 10-year-
old friend Vishnu, 9-year-old
brother Brahma, and 7-year-
old Abdul Rehman. The chil-
dren were strolling near the

Mantri Awas in Vibhuti Khand
around 1 pm. A local shop-
keeper stated that a motorcy-
clist stopped near the children
and spoke to them. The shop-
keeper claimed that after the
conversation, all four children
got on the bike and left the area. 
He immediately informed the
police. Officers arrived at the
scene and began their investi-
gation. Inspector, Vibhuti
Khand, Sunil Kumar Singh
said that the shopkeeper was
questioned and the CCTV
footage was reviewed.
Meanwhile, the children
returned home at around 2:45
pm. They told the police that
they had not been kidnapped.
Instead, they explained that
they had asked the accused
youth for a lift, and after going
for a short ride, they had sim-
ply roamed around the park.
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A woman sub-inspector
accused her husband, an

inspector, of having an illicit
relationship with his sister-in-
law. She has also accused his
elder brother of engaging in
obscene acts and her husband
of attempting to kill her by
strangulation. The Mahanagar
police have registered an FIR
against three individuals in
this connection.
According to the complainant,
her first husband passed away,
and she has a son from that
marriage. Three years ago, she
married an inspector. She
alleged that her husband’s
behaviour changed just a few
days after the marriage. She
claimed that on the night of
September 21, she found her
husband in an inappropriate
position with his sister-in-law.
When she protested, both her
sister-in-law and husband
allegedly tried to kill her by
stranglation. Her elder broth-
er-in-law then reportedly
dragged her into a room by her
hair and behaved obscenely
with her.

Lucknow (PNS): A 10-year-old
boy died following eye surgery
at a private hospital on Friday
night. His family members
created a ruckus at the hospi-
tal on Saturday and filed a com-
plaint at the Ghazipur police
station, demanding action
against the hospital’s founder
and the doctors involved in the
surgery.
The boy, Aman, had been
admitted for surgery on Friday
but reportedly never regained
consciousness after being
administered anaesthesia. The
bereaved kin alleged that with-
out informing them, the hos-
pital transferred him to anoth-
er facility 600 metres away in
a private vehicle.
Later that night, the hospital
declared him dead, prompting
the family to return to the eye
hospital in anger. A heated
argument ensued, which led
hospital staff and doctors to
shut down the facility and
leave. Aman’s uncle Arjun
accused the hospital of negli-
gence, stating that Aman had
been brought from Sultanpur
after a firecracker injury had
caused an eye infection.
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L u c k n o w ( P N S ) : C h i e f
Minister Yogi Adityanath inau-
gurated the 10-day
Uttarakhand Mahotsav at
Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant
Parvatiya Sanskritik Upvan in
Lucknow on Saturday. He
expressed special thanks to
the Uttarakhand Maha
Parishad for preserving the
state's cultural heritage by orga-
nizing the Uttarakhand
Mahotsav every year. He high-
lighted that the reconstruc-
tion and expansion of facilities
at Kedarnath Dham have sig-
nificantly boosted the number
of tourists visiting the site. 
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The upcoming Maha Kumbh
2025 will showcase a signif-

icant shift as the 13 prominent
akharas of Sanatan Hindu
Dharma, a major attraction for
devotees, embrace eco-friend-
ly practices inspired by the
Yogi Adityanath government’s
vision for a sustainable event.
Traditionally dedicated to pre-
serving ancient religious cus-
toms, these akharas are now
aligning tradition with environ-
mental responsibility, incorpo-
rating initiatives for ecological
preservation into their prac-
tices.
As the government prepares for
the grand celebrations, these
akharas, known for their pivotal
role in promoting Sanatan
Hindu Dharma, will be seen
integrating green initiatives
into their rituals, symbolising a
harmonious blend of tradition
and ecological mindfulness.
The Yogi government is com-
mitted to making the Prayagraj
Maha Kumbh a plastic-free
and environmentally friendly
event. While the Kumbh Mela
administration is actively work-
ing towards this goal, the agen-
da of the akharas and saints
now also includes environmen-
tal conservation alongside pro-
moting Sanatan Dharma.
During a meeting of the Akhara
Council at Niranjani Akhara’s
headquarters in Prayagraj on
October 5 this year, a resolution

was passed emphasising envi-
ronmental preservation.
Akhara Parishad president
Mahant Ravindra Puri high-
lighted the importance of pro-
tecting nature, stating that
humanity depends on it. This
Maha Kumbh, the saints will
spread awareness among peo-
ple about environmental con-
servation. Additionally, a plan
is in place to encourage the use
of leaf plates and clay utensils
instead of plastic and thermo-
col, promoting sustainable prac-
tices among saints and devo-
tees. The origin of the 13 akha-
ras can be traced back to the
forces organised by Adi
Shankaracharya, who gathered
young individuals from intellec-
tual Brahmin and warrior
Kshatriya backgrounds to form
a defence for the nation and its
culture. For centuries, these
akharas have followed their
traditional path within Sanatan
Dharma. For the first time,
saints from marginalised and
Dalit communities have been
elevated to prominent posi-
tions within these akharas. This
shift began when Kanhaiya
Prabhu Nand Giri of Juna
Akhara, from a Dalit back-
ground, was appointed as a
mahamandaleshwar in 2019.
Continuing this tradition, over
450 saints from marginalised

and Dalit backgrounds will
receive titles such as mahaman-
daleshwar, mahant, and man-
dleshwar in this Maha Kumbh.
Juna Akhara alone, under the
guidance of patron Mahant
Hari Giri, plans to honour 370
such saints, with an organised
list already prepared.
Shri Mahant Durgadas of Shri
Panchayati Akhara Udasin
Nirvana confirmed similar
plans to elevate Dalit saints in
his akhara, while Mahant
Jamuna Puri, secretary of Shri
Panchayati Akhara Maha
Nirvani, credits Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s inclusive vision as
an inspiration behind this
change. According to him, pre-
serving Sanatan Dharma
requires connecting with mar-
ginalised communities world-
wide, recognising their contri-
bution, and honouring their
role in the spiritual legacy.
The akharas are seen as symbols
of both Shiva and Shakti, with
reverence for the divine femi-
nine deeply embedded in their
traditions. Women have played
an integral role in upholding
Sanatan Dharma, and their
contributions were especially
celebrated during the Kumbh
held in Prayagraj in 2019, where
many female saints were elevat-
ed to the esteemed position of

mahamandaleshwar. Mahant
Rajendra Das, secretary of the
Nirmohi Ani Akhara, high-
lighted that in the last Kumbh,
eight foreign women were
granted the title of mahant,
marking a significant step
toward empowering women
within the spiritual realm.
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In its bid to reinforce the con-
nection between natural ele-
ments and religious symbols to
promote nature conservation,
the government will organise a
Bird Festival during the Maha
Kumbh 2025 in Prayagraj.
Divisional Forest Officer of
Prayagraj, Arvind Kumar, said
that the Bird Festival would
take place on February 1-2,
2025, during the Maha Kumbh.
The proposal for the event is
currently being submitted to
the government. The festival
aims to raise awareness among
youth about the importance of
nature and wildlife conserva-
tion. In addition, the event will
promote nature-based eco-
tourism. The festival will pro-
vide an opportunity to share
information about Uttar
Pradesh’s rich biodiversity,
wildlife reserves and sanctuar-
ies. The Forest department, in
collaboration with Uttar
Pradesh Tourism, will also

contribute to creating a beau-
tiful circuit that highlights the
state’s forests, historical sites
and natural beauty, further
enhancing the region’s tourism
potential.
Notably, Prayagraj is known for
its rich bird species, with 90 dif-
ferent species of birds found in
the region. Many wetlands in
the district provide shelter to
these birds. This year, the
theme of the Bird Festival is
‘Faith of Kumbh, Nature
Conservation and Climate’.
According to the Prayagraj
DFO, this two-day conclave
will feature discussions with
national and international
experts on the theme of the fes-
tival. Several panel discussions
will also take place, with par-
ticipation from saints and spir-
itual leaders.
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has engaged nearly
10,000 sanitation workers to
ensure a clean Maha Kumbh
2025. The workers have inten-
sified their efforts to keep the
entire Kumbh area pristine as
the Maha Kumbh approaches. 
The government has also pri-
oritised the welfare and digni-
ty of these workers. Through
the Swachh Kumbh Fund, the
government provides them
with accommodation, food
and free education for their
children.
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Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath, Gorakhpur
Industrial Development
Authority (GIDA) has
emerged as a preferred invest-
ment destination over the past
seven years, providing top-
notch infrastructure to facili-
tate business operations.
With crores of rupees already
invested in improving facili-
ties, an additional Rs 7.75
crore will be allocated for
enhancing road connectivity
in Phases 1 and 2 of Sector 22,
Transport Nagar, under the
commercial development plan.
In the seven years of the Yogi
government, industrial and
commercial activities in the
GIDA region have reached
new heights. Prior to 2017, the
GIDA area faced poor law and
order, a severe lack of infra-

structure, and a negligent atti-
tude from previous govern-
ments, making investment a
distant dream. However, under
the Yogi government, GIDA
has become a hub for invest-
ment. Where entrepreneurs
once hesitated to set up units,
now a chain of industries is
emerging.
Since the Uttar Pradesh Global
Investors Summit 2023, invest-
ment proposals worth approx-
imately Rs 2,800 crore have
been successfully implement-
ed in the GIDA region. The
government is working to
develop GIDA like Noida.
With guarantees for the secu-
rity of entrepreneurs and their
capital, industry-friendly poli-
cies, strengthened basic infra-
structure, and regular engage-
ment with entrepreneurs by
the chief minister, the indus-
trial  environment has
improved, making GIDA an

ideal investment destination,
just like Noida.
In the growing chain of indus-
tries and businesses, the GIDA
administration is consistently
focusing on infrastructure
development. 
To further strengthen infra-
structure, new roads are being
constructed, while the widen-
ing and reinforcement of exist-
ing roads is also being given
due attention. Along with the
industrial sector, the com-
mercial sector has also been
included in these develop-
ments.
Recently, the GIDA adminis-
tration has issued tenders for
road repairs and construction
in Sector 22, Phase 1,
Transport Nagar, in the GIDA
region, with an allocation of Rs
4.25 crore for Phase 1 and Rs
3.59 crore for Phase 2. All
these projects are to be com-
pleted within nine months.
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At least six people were
killed and a dozen others

were injured when a bus col-
lided with a dumper on the
Agra-Lucknow Expressway in
Firozabad district.
The bus was carrying over two
dozen passengers.
According to Firozabad’s
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Akhilesh Bhadoria,
the bus was enroute from
Mathura to Lucknow when it
collided with a parked vehicle
near Nasirpur police station
on the Agra-Lucknow
Expressway. The front part of
the bus was badly damaged.
Shortly after receiving the
information, police reached
the spot. SP (Rural) and circle
officer of Sirsaganj inspected
the spot.
“The injured were immediate-
ly sent to the district hospital.
In the investigation, it was dis-
covered that the bus lost con-
trol due to the negligence of
the driver,” the SP said.
Sharing further details, the SP
said, “Sandeep Mohaddinpur
in Lucknow had gone to
Mathura for his four-year-old
son Siddharth’s mundan cere-
mony. There were about 30
people on the bus, including
his family and relatives. The
bus met with the mishap while
returning from Mathura.”
“In the accident, Sandeep, his
father Pappu and mother
Vitara (45) died on the spot.
Police admitted 19 injured to
the hospital. Chandrapal, Kajal
wife of Akash and Pranshu
(16) died during treatment.

Those injured in the accident
included Geeta (42), Hrithik
(12), Karthik (9), Sanjivan
(43), Sushil Kumar (30),
Shashi Devi (44), her grand-
daughter Chamcham (4),
Savitri Devi (41), her grand-
daughter Aarohi (1.5), Riya
(16), Poonam (29), Phoolmati
(40), Sarika (13) and Ruby
(29). All are undergoing treat-
ment.
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Meanwhile, a truck driver and
his cleaner were shot dead
Saturday on a highway in the
Nagal Police Station area in
Saharanpur, a police officer
said.
Saharanpur Senior
Superintendent of Police Rohit
Singh Sajwan said that a caller
reported that a Punjab-regis-
tered truck was parked on a
roadside with two people dead
– one inside and the other out-
side the vehicle. A police team
responded to the call and
found that the two had died of
bullet wounds. The truck dri-
ver was identified as Shoaib,
33, and the other person as his
cleaner, Husain alias Chota,
35. They were found to have
suffered three bullet wounds
between them. The truck
which was on its way to
Punjab with minerals was
found parked on Lakhnaur
bridge.
Shoaib was a native of Gangoh
in Saharanpur, while Husain
lived in Haridwar’s
Bhagwanpur. The SSP said
police are scanning the CCTV
cameras for clues.
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Lucknow (PNS): Rashtriya Lok
Dal national spokesperson Anil
Dubey said on Saturday that the
National Democratic Alliance
would win all the seats in the
Uttar Pradesh by-elections and
INDIA bloc constituent
Samajwadi Party would be
wiped out completely.
He was speaking as a chief guest
in Shiva Vivah Mahotsav held
in Gonda on Saturday.
Dubey pointed out that Lord
Shiva looks after the welfare of
all and he also is the god of
destruction and is famous for
both his loving and fierce forms.
“Lord Shiva has kept both cre-
ation and destruction under his
control and he looks at every-
one with an equal eye; that is
why he is also called Mahadev.
By holding poison in his throat,
he has inspired the whole world
that we should never swallow
poison and take everyone along
in society,” he said while keep-
ing journalists guessing about
the political meaning of his cita-
tion. Shiv Vivah Mahotsav is
organised at Jamtha, the place
of penance of Maharishi
Jamadagni, for the last 125
years.
While addressing the devotees
who had come to attend the
Shiv Vivah Mahotsav, Dubey
said that if people took inspira-
tion from Lord Shiva, then
discrimination, untouchability
and evil practices would auto-
matically end from society.
Earlier, Dubey was honoured by
Maharishi Jamadagni Ashram,
Jamtha and was given a
memento for the work being
done by him for society.
Dubey appealed to everyone to
spread the work being done by
the RLD national president
and Union Minister Jayant
Chaudhary for the farmers and
youth. 
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In a scathing attack on
Samajwadi Party leader

Akhilesh Yadav during an elec-
tion rally in Karhal on Saturday,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said that ‘Babua has not yet
grown up”. 
He also said that attempts were
being made to turn Kashmir
back into a hub of terrorism.
Yogi held three rallies on the
second day of his Uttar Pradesh
assembly by-election campaign.
During this, he criticised the
leadership, policies and leaders
of the Samajwadi Party. He said
“while the SP’s cap is red, its
deeds are dark”. He urged peo-
ple to vote for Surendra Diler
from Khair, Suresh Awasthi
from Sisamau and Anuj Yadav
from Karhal.
Yogi said that Akhilesh Yadav’s
actions were against the values
of his father and Samajwadi
Party founder, late Mulayam
Singh Yadav. He pointed out
that Akhilesh Yadav’s SP was
now aligned with Congress, a
party that had imprisoned
Netaji (Mulayam Singh Yadav)
during the Emergency. 
“Netaji always opposed
Congress and believed that
they should never be associat-
ed with it, even through deceit.
But now, the SP has moved
away from Netaji’s principles.
The late Mulayam Singh Yadav
must be hurt by the SP leader-
ship’s actions, as his son has
aligned the party with Congress
and is determined to destroy it,”
Yogi stated. 
The chief minister also men-

tioned that some people have a
tendency to stay with their
past associations for life. He
said, “Babua has not grown up
yet, and his actions do create
problems for the people of
Mainpuri.”
Yogi said that Mulayam Singh
Yadav had made Dr Ram
Manohar Lohia his role model,
and Lohia believed that a true
socialist was someone who had
no attachment to wealth or
family. However, in the
Samajwadi Party, all the impor-
tant positions are controlled by
one family, he added. 
He also accused the Samajwadi
Party of being anti-Ram, point-
ing out that its leadership did
not visit the Ram temple
because of fear of losing their
vote bank. 
Yogi urged the people of Karhal
to ask SP leaders why they seek
votes if they cannot respect
Lord Krishna. He highlighted
that the Bharatiya Janata Party
fulfilled its promise to build the
Ram temple and now intends to
honour the sentiments of the
people in Mathura and
Vrindavan as well.
He questioned whether the
Samajwadi Party supports this
vision for Mathura-Vrindavan,
criticising it for seeking votes
without showing respect for
Lord Krishna and remaining
silent on the issue. 
In contrast, Yogi emphasised
that the BJP is actively develop-
ing pilgrimage sites such as
Mathura, Gokul, Barsana,
Baldev and Vrindavan, aiming
to restore the spiritual essence
of Mathura-Vrindavan to its
former glory, as if Lord Krishna

himself were still present there.
Yogi said that the actions of the
Nishad daughter in Ayodhya
and the SP leader in Kannauj
were well-known and were
stains on a civilised society. He
warned against letting the “red
cap-black deeds” grow, accus-
ing them of conspiring to bring
chaos back to Uttar Pradesh. 
He pointed out that the SP lies
were exposed during the Lok
Sabha elections and asked
where the promised one lakh
rupees for each person had
gone. Yogi urged the people to
wipe them out in the upcoming
elections. “Giving shelter to
the wrong person spoils the
future of future generations
and ruins the present genera-
tion,” he said.
The chief minister stated in
Khair that the results of the
Haryana assembly elections
show that the public desires a
double-engine government. He
highlighted that the state has
established a university in the
name of Raja Mahendra Pratap
Singh of Aligarh, a figure for-
gotten by Congress. He said that
this university would shape the
future of many generations and
there should be competition
whether this university pro-
gresses or the Aligarh Muslim
University.
Yogi then raised the issue of
whether AMU should remain
a minority institution or be
recognised as a general institu-
tion. He referred to a recent
debate in the Supreme Court
and questioned why AMU,
which is funded by India’s
resources and public taxes,
does not provide reservations

for backward, Scheduled Caste,
or tribal people. 
He pointed out that while the
Indian Constitution guaran-
tees reservation for these groups
based on the Mandal
Commission, AMU offers 50
per cent reservation only for
Muslims. 
He remarked that when the
public’s money is invested in
such institutions, all people
should benefit from reservation
in jobs and admissions. He crit-
icised Congress, Samajwadi
Party and Bahujan Samaj Party
for opposing these changes,
accusing them of prioritising
their vote banks over national
unity and the welfare of the
people.
Yogi also lashed out at the
National Conference govern-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir
for passing a resolution calling
for the reinstatement of Article
370. He reminded the people
that Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar,
the architect of Indian
Constitution, was against
Article 370, but it was includ-
ed due to Jawaharlal Nehru’s
insistence. 
Yogi pointed out that Congress
never attempted to remove this
provision, but it was Prime
Minister Narendra Modi who,
in the national interest, abrogat-
ed Articles 35A and 370. He
claimed that this decision has
led to significant improvements
in development and security in
Kashmir over the past five
years, with an influx of tourists.
However, he also alleged that
efforts are underway to turn
Kashmir back into a stronghold
of terrorism.

Urging people to stay united,
Yogi cautioned them against
Congress’ attempts to divide
people. He emphasised that
when people are divided, they
suffer, but unity ensures safety
and progress. He also con-
demned the insults to religious
sites like the Ram temple, Lord
Vishwanath’s temple, and Lord
Krishna’s birthplace in Mathura. 
The chief minister also spoke of
the hardships faced by mothers,
sisters and daughters in the
past, warning that if people
remain blinded by caste divi-
sions and self-interest, it will
lead to a future marked by
destruction and division.
He compared Uttar Pradesh
before and after 2017, highlight-
ing significant improvements.
He explained that earlier, riots
and curfews would occur every
10 days in Aligarh, but in the
past seven and a half years, no
one has dared to create distur-
bances. 
Yogi warned that those who try
to cause trouble now will face
strict consequences, including
punishment and the seizure of
their property, which will then
be distributed to the poor.
He also pointed out how the
state was in chaos under previ-
ous governments, with schemes
like Indira Awas (PM Awas)
being misused, where only one
person in the village would
receive the benefit. Pensions
were also given only to
Samajwadi Party supporters.
In contrast, the BJP’s double-
engine government has ensured
that all citizens benefit from
government schemes without
discrimination. 

Yogi also praised the fulfillment
of Kalyan Singh’s dream for
Aligarh, mentioning the estab-
lishment of an airport and the
city’s transformation into an
important hub for the Defence
Manufacturing Corridor. The
lock industry in Aligarh has
been revived, and it is becom-
ing a key center for hardware
manufacturing, he added.
Yogi questioned the silence of
the Samajwadi Party on the
murders of Raju Pal and Umesh
Pal. He also questioned the
killing of Nishad Jawan, who
was involved in securing
Umesh Pal, and accused SP of

not giving up its connections
with mafia, criminal elements
and rioters. Yogi claimed that
SP tries to create chaos in the
state by siding with these forces.
He pointed out that the rioter
from Kanpur is in jail, and the
former SP minister who had
seized land from Dalits and the
Valmiki community is current-
ly in Rampur jail. Despite this,
SP continues to defend him.
Yogi also criticised SP for show-
ing no sympathy towards inno-
cent citizens but instead visit-
ing the homes of criminals,
such as the mafia figures in
Prayagraj and Ghazipur, to

offer condolences. 
Referring to the brutal treat-
ment of Sikh brothers in 1984,
Yogi highlighted the cruelty of
Congress, portraying it as a
party that shows its true colours
when it comes to such inci-
dents. “SP, BSP and Congress
are birds of the same feather,” he
added. 
Yogi mentioned the growing
success of Kanpur Metro, not-
ing that it currently serves
12,000-15,000 passengers daily.
He predicted that with the
opening of the second section
in January, the number of  daily
passengers would rise to 50,000.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday

announced a 50 per cent dis-
count on tickets for women
travelling on double-decker
electric buses. He also
announced free travel for
women on buses operating on
the heritage route every
Saturday morning.
Inaugurating the state’s first
double-decker electric bus ser-

vice on Saturday, Yogi said that
it will help alleviate traffic con-
gestion and is a significant step
towards environmental 
protection.
He said, “Being electric, this bus
service will help reduce pollu-
tion. Similar double-decker elec-
tric bus services will be
launched in other major cities
of the state in the near future.”
The chief minister flagged off
the state’s first double-decker
electric bus and also took a ride

with children, learning about
the vehicle’s features.
Yogi also shared that the
Hinduja Group is setting up an
electric vehicle plant in the
state, with production expected
to begin shortly. He further
emphasised the government’s
ongoing efforts to promote local
art and handicrafts in the state.
He added that these initiatives
are providing artisans with new
platforms and abundant
employment opportunities.
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Lucknow (PNS): Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday emphasised the
importance of festivals and
traditions as a vital part of
India’s heritage.
Speaking at the launch of
‘Aakanksha Haat 2024’ at Indira
Gandhi Pratishthan in
Lucknow, he said the event
would play a crucial role in pre-
serving culture and inspiring
the younger generation.
“This initiative will empower
women entrepreneurs across
Uttar Pradesh, offering them
valuable skills, fresh ideas, and
opportunities to expand their
businesses on a larger scale,” he
remarked.
Encouraging women’s empow-
erment and local entrepre-
neurship, CM Yogi stated, “The
event is an important step
towards promoting women
entrepreneurship in the state
and providing a platform for
self-help groups (SHGs) to
showcase their creativity and
products.”
He added that ‘Aakanksha Haat
2024’ is being organised with
the efforts of the Aakanksha
Samiti of Uttar Pradesh, which
is active in all 75 districts of the
state and is committed to mak-
ing women self-reliant.
He also praised the efforts of
women entrepreneurs and self-
help groups, saying, “The
Aakanksha Samiti’s initiative

for the economic empower-
ment of women is commend-
able. This event will not only
promote women entrepreneur-
ship but also help local prod-
ucts gain recognition at nation-
al and international levels.”
“Products from various states
of the country, including
Jammu and Kashmir, are also
being showcased through
Aakanksha Haat, which will
provide an opportunity for
cultural and economic
exchange,” Yogi said.
He also highlighted the event
as a significant platform for the
‘One District, One Product’
(ODOP) scheme. He stated
that women’s self-help groups
could enhance the quality,
packaging, and marketing of
local products through ODOP.
“This event will not only
empower local enterprises but
will also help the products
under ODOP gain recognition
in both national and interna-
tional markets,” he remarked
further.
Emphasising the importance of
showcasing positive changes,
the chief minister urged the
media to focus on stories that
promote women’s empower-
ment and entrepreneurship. 
“By highlighting these positive
efforts, we can amplify the
wave of change in society,
encouraging more women to
step forward,” he added.
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Amiddle-aged man switching on the
pumping set suffered a fatal electric

shock at his house in Sonbarsa village,
within the Manda police station area of
Prayagraj.
Upon receiving the information, the police
arrived at the scene and sent the body to
the city for a post-mortem.
According to reports, Dudhnath Kushwaha
(50), who was a resident of Sonbarsa vil-
lage in the Manda police station area, was
starting the pumping set installed at his
home on Saturday afternoon. He sudden-
ly came into contact with the current and
suffered severe burns. His family members
rushed him to the Manda CHC, where
doctors pronounced him dead.
Upon being informed, Inspector AK
Upadhyay arrived at the scene with a team
and sent the body for autopsy, while inves-
tigations into the matter are ongoing.
Meanwhile, the family of the deceased is
in a state of grief following the tragic inci-
dent. It is believed that the electric wire
connected to the pumping machine had

been cut, and Dudhnath did not notice
this, which led to the fatal electric shock.
In a separate incident, a young man died
from a snake bite on Friday night, caus-
ing panic among his family. Later, at the
Ganga Ghat, during the preparation for his
last rites, it was believed that the young
man had come back to life.
This led the family to rush him to the hos-
pital, but the doctors confirmed he was
dead. A video of the incident has gone viral
and has become a topic of discussion in the
area.
Vijay Kesharwani (46), a resident of Sirhir
Patehra village in the Meja police station
area, was bitten by a poisonous snake on
Friday night. His family first took him for
an exorcism, but Vijay died, which caused
distress among his loved ones. On Saturday
afternoon, the family took him to Chhatwa
Ganga Ghat in Sirsa for his last rites.
While preparing the body for cremation,
applying ghee, the family noticed signs of
life, as the deceased’s heartbeat started.
They immediately took him to the hospi-
tal, where doctors once again confirmed
his death after examination. 
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Prayagraj (PNS): A 30-year-old
man was killed and another
man seriously injured when the
motorcycle they were travelling
on collided head-on with
another bike near the
Bharatganj police outpost in the
Meja area of Prayagraj.
The police have sent the injured
person for treatment, taken
the body of the deceased man
into custody, and begun an
investigation.
Ramesh Harijan, son of
Dayashankar, a resident of Sakri
Bhausara in the Manda police
station area, was a pickup dri-
ver. Late on Friday night, he was
travelling to his in-laws’ house
in Shiromanipur, Bharatganj, on
his motorcycle. Meanwhile,
Mahesh Mishra, a resident of
Handia, was riding his bike
towards Manda. The two bikes
collided head-on after an
unknown rider’s bike became
involved in the incident. Both
riders were severely injured as
a result of the crash. 
Inspector Shailendra Singh,
along with Bharatganj post in-
charge Vinay Singh, arrived at
the scene following the report.
The injured were taken to the
CHC, where Ramesh was
declared dead by doctors.
Mahesh, in critical condition,
was referred to the district hos-
pital. Upon receiving the news,
the deceased’s wife, Babita, and
their two-year-old daughter,
Ananya, arrived at the spot.
It is said that Ramesh mostly
resided at his in-laws’ house, as
his father works outside the city.
The incident has cast a shadow
of grief over both the village and
the in-laws’ house. Inspector
Shailendra said that the body
has been sent for a post-
mortem examination. Both
damaged vehicles have also
been seized. Further action is
ongoing, and an investigation is
underway based on the com-
plaint filed by the deceased’s
family.
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Prayagraj (PNS): Former MP Kesari Devi
Patel has started campaigning to ensure her
son Deepak’s victory in the upcoming by-
election to the Phulpur seat in Prayagraj.
Kesari Devi, a former MP from the Phulpur
Lok Sabha constituency, is now actively work-
ing to secure victory for Deepak, who is con-
testing the by-election on a BJP ticket. She
has been campaigning for 15 to 16 hours a
day and is engaging with women voters.
Not only is she asking for votes, but she is
also seeking blessings for her son. Kesari Devi
has been participating in various local
events to connect with the electorate. She was
elected as a BJP MP from the Phulpur seat
in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections. However,
there is some discontent among the public
due to a perceived lack of significant devel-
opment in the area during her tenure. 
Everywhere the former MP goes, people have
been voicing their concerns. In response,
Kesari Devi assures them that any unfinished
work will be completed once her son Deepak
becomes an MLA. In a conversation with
reportes, she expressed confidence, saying:
“The voters of Phulpur are going to make the
lotus bloom here. Everyone is supporting us.
The people here are with us.”
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Prayagraj (PNS): The couple,
who met a road accident while
returning from Ayodhya after
darshan, succumbed to injuries
during treatment on Saturday.
They had been receiving care at
a private hospital. Earlier, a 10-
year-old boy died on the spot in
the accident.
Shailendra Kumar Gupta, a res-
ident of Govind Garh, Rewa
Galla Mandi in Madhya
Pradesh, had travelled to
Ayodhya for darshan with his
family and relatives in two cars.
While returning, their car
rammed into trucks parked
diagonally near Jogapur Galla
Aadhat in the Mauaima police
station area around 3 in the
morning. The vehicle was
severely damaged in the crash.
Police, who arrived at the scene
after receiving the report, evac-
uated all the injured.
Shivanshu Gupta (10), son of
Phoolchand, died before reach-
ing the hospital, while seven oth-
ers, including Shailendra Kumar
(45) and his wife Kamlesh Devi
(40), were injured. The couple’s
condition remained critical, and
they both died on Saturday
while being treated. The injured
— Palak Gupta (18), daughter of
Arvind, Sejal (23), daughter of
Phoolchand, Tanu (13), and
Pihu (19) — are still undergoing
treatment.

Prayagraj (PNS): The two-
day 35th UPROCON-24 was
inaugurated by the Regional
Cancer Centre of Kamla Nehru
Memorial Hospital on
Saturday.
Cancer specialists from across
the country gathered to share
their experiences. On the first
day, a training workshop was
held at Kamla Nehru Hospital
focusing on early brachyther-
apy for mouth, skin, and breast
cancer. This treatment method
provides excellent cosmetic
and functional outcomes while
minimising surgical damage. 
The latest advancements in
cancer treatment were also
discussed at the Convention
Centre of the Allahabad
Medical Association.
Dr Madanlal Brahmbhatt,
Vice-Chancellor of Hemvati
Nandan Bahuguna Medical
Education University,
Dehradun, said that cancer is
spreading rapidly across the
globe and is becoming epidem-
ic in nature.
In Uttar Pradesh alone, more
than two lakh new cancer
patients are diagnosed every
year. Despite this alarming fig-
ure, the number of treatment
centres remains limited.
Most cancers are detected at an

advanced stage, by which point
it is often too late for effective
intervention. He emphasised
that 90% of cancers can be
treated successfully if detected
early. Timely screenings and
public awareness, he noted,
are crucial in this regard.
Dr Brahmbhatt further
explained that there are around
200 types of cancer, with tobac-
co being responsible for two-
thirds of these cases. Tobacco
use causes 14 different types of
cancer. The number of new
cancer patients in Uttar
Pradesh each year exceeds the
capacity of local treatment
facilities, with a waiting period
of two to three months at most
cancer institutes. He called for
the establishment of radio-
therapy treatment centres in all
medical colleges, district hos-
pitals, and major hospitals, to
enable earlier detection and
treatment. Specific cancers,
such as mouth, chest, and cer-
vical cancer, can be identified
at an early stage and treated
effectively. Dr Satyajit Pradhan,
Director of Tata Cancer
Hospital in Varanasi, remarked
that while India has a higher
number of cancer patients, the
testing facilities and resources
are limited. 
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Uttar Pradesh’s Minister of
State for Stamp and Court

Registration Fees (Independent
Charge) Ravindra Jaiswal said
that the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment was committed to
taking care of the health of the
elderly. He was addressing
senior citizens at a special
camp at the community health
centre in Chowkaghat here on
Saturday. Jaiswal said that
Ayushman health card holders
could avail free treatment up to
Rs 5 lakh under the Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) by
getting admitted to any regis-
tered hospital. 
“To provide health services to
all senior citizens, the govern-
ment is paying special attention
to Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana,” he
said, adding that under this
scheme, Ayushman cards were
being made for people above 70
years of age. 

The minister said that the gov-
ernment’s intention was that
everyone should get the best
health services. 
On this occasion, Dr Falguni
Gupta, Dr CB Maurya, hospi-
tal staff and people from the
community were also present.
Meanwhile, the drive to make
Ayushman cards for the elder-
ly continued in the district
and during the day, 1,067
health cards were made for the
beneficiaries above 70 years of
age in the district. So far, 5,056
cards have been made for the
elderly in a week in the entire
district. 
On the occasion, a special
camp was also organised at the
CHC Durgakund. Varanasi
City South MLA Neelkanth
Tiwari distributed Ayushman
cards to the beneficiaries in the
camp. During this, he made the
cards of Pramod Kumar
Mishra, a resident of Rashmi
Nagar, and Radha Devi of
Sudamapur from his mobile
phone himself and also

informed the people present in
the CHC about it and appealed
that the beneficiaries should
make their Ayushman cards
themselves from their mobile
phones.
Chief Medical Officer Dr
Sandeep Chaudhary said that
such camps would continue to
be organised in the coming
days so that maximum number
of elderly people get the bene-
fit of Ayushman health card. 
Additional Chief Medical
Officer Dr SS Kanaujia, who is
the nodal officer, said that
Ayushman cards of 74 elderly
people had been made in the
camp and 1,067 cards had
been made in the entire district
on Saturday. 
So far, 5,056 Ayushman cards
of the elderly have been made
in the district in a week, he
pointed out, adding that
Aadhaar-based e-KYC was
mandatory for issuing the
enrolment of Ayushman card
for eligible senior citizens of
both existing and new families.
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Jyotish Peeth Shankaracharya
S w a m i

A v i m u k t e s h w a r a n a n d
Saraswati sent his cow repre-
sentatives to all the states and
Union territories on the aus-
picious occasion of
Gopashtami on Saturday. 
At a function held at Shri
Vidya Math (Kedar Ghat), the
Shankaracharya, after offering
prayers to ‘gaumata’ (the cow),
remembered the cow protec-
tion movement held in 1966
under the leadership of
Dharma Samrat  Swami
Karpatri Ji Maharaj and paid
tribute to the cow devotees
and martyrs. 
He pointed out that the Vedas
and Upanishads and the
sacred sentiments of Sanatani
Hindus give the status of a
mother to cows, but in the law
of India, the cow has been
insulted and despised as an
animal, due to which it is
being killed and is being treat-
ed badly. 
He said to demand protection
to cow by including it in the
Central list and removing it
from the state list, give it the
status of ‘Mother of the Nation’
and to make India cow slaugh-
ter free, the Gau Pratistha
Andolan was going on contin-
uously under the blessings of
all  the four Jagadguru
Shankaracharyas. He said that
Gau Dhwaj Sthapana Bharat
Yatra was taken out from
September 22 to October 27 in
all the capitals of 36 states and
Union territories. 
According to him, in the pres-
ence of Gopal Mani, the
26,663-kilometre-long jour-
ney with cow devotees started
from Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
in Ayodhya on September 22
and within 36 days, the cow
flag was established in the cap-
itals of every state/UT and it
culminated at Shri Vrindavan

Dham on October 27.
The Shankaracharya said that
in the next phase of the move-
ment, cow flags would be
established at the district and
assembly constituency levels,

for which the in-charges of 36
states/UTs were given the flags. 
“During the last Prayagraj
Magh Mela, 324 Kundiya
Yajnas were organised from
January 14 to February 14,” he

said, adding that Gau Maha
Kumbh will be organised in
Varanasi on March 27 next
year in which 1.25 crore cow
devotees from all over India
will participate.
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With the conclusion of
Chhath Puja festival, the

internationally famous Ganga
ghats of Kashi are being read-
ied for another big festival –
Dev Deepawali – when the 84-
odd ghats will be illuminated
with 12 lakh diyas (earthen
lamps) on November 15.
To give the festival a grand
look, the Tourism department
will run ‘Ek Diya Kashi Ke
Naam’ campaign on Dev
Deepawali.
“If anyone is unable to reach
the Ganga ghats of Kashi on
Dev Deepawali, the Tourism
department will light the lamp
donated by anyone on the
Ganga ghats,” Deputy Director
(Tourism) Rajendra Kumar
Rawat said, while informing
about the plan to run a ‘Ek Diya
Kashi Ke Naam; campaign.
He said that in this campaign,
common people could donate
lamps to the Tourism depart-
ment in the name of their
ancestors and light them on the

banks of the river Ganga.
According to Rawat, under
this campaign, the Tourism
department is also appealing to
people to light lamps on the
Ganga ghats and kunds
(ponds) in the name of martyrs
and ancestors.
As this festival is spreading the

light of Sanatan all over the
world, the state government has
already declared Dev
Deepawali as a provincial fair.
Rawat said that the people
could give lamps at the
Tourism department’s office
located at Dashashwamedh
Ghat.

Prior to that, the activities on
the Ganga ghats will be start-
ed even on the auspicious
occasion of Prabodhini
Ekadashi on November 12,
when thousands of devotees
will take a holy dip in river
Ganga in the morning and in
the evening, the Tourism and
Culture departments will
organise different programmes
at Assi, Rajghat, Rajendra
Prasad and Namo ghats. The
most important among them is
cultural programmes of the
famous Ganga Mahotsav which
will be held at Assi Ghat from
November 12 to 14.
In view of cultural programmes
at Assi Ghat, District
Magistrate S Rajalingam gave
necessary instructions for the
preparations along with ade-
quate security arrangements
as well as barricading towards
the river, especially on the
occasion of Dev Deepawali.
Besides, laser show firework
shows will also be held at
Ganga ghats during Ganga
Mahotsav.
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Chronic kidney disease
(CKD) has emerged as a

global health crisis, affecting
over 800 million people world-
wide, or more than 10 per cent
of the global population. The
alarming rise in CKD-related
mortality, recording a 42 per
cent increase over the past two
decades, has drawn attention to
the urgent need for early diag-
nosis and treatment.
CKD is now poised to become
the fifth leading cause of death
by 2040, as reported by the
Global Burden of Disease
Study. While factors such as
cardiovascular conditions and
pregnancy complications in
women exacerbate kidney dis-
ease, developing nations are
struggling with the financial
burden of managing this grow-
ing epidemic. Despite no cur-
rent cure for CKD, dialysis and
kidney transplants remain the
only viable options, both of
which are difficult to access in
many low-income countries.
Researchers at the Indian
Institute of Technology- BHU
have developed a game-chang-
ing diagnostic tool aimed at
addressing these challenges.
Led by Divya, a PhD scholar,
and Prof Pranjal Chandra from
the School of Biochemical
Engineering, the team has cre-
ated a cost-effective paper

microchip device designed for
point-of-care testing of kidney
disease. This novel solution
could revolutionise kidney dis-
ease detection, offering a sim-
pler, faster, and more affordable
alternative to traditional diag-
nostic methods that require
expensive laboratory equip-
ment and skilled personnel.
The innovative paper
microchip, which uses nano-
engineering to modify ordinary
filter paper, is capable of detect-
ing two critical biomarkers for
kidney health – creatinine and
albumin. Creatinine, a key

indicator of kidney function, is
measured using a smartphone-
based imaging system, while
albumin levels are assessed
using an indigenously devel-
oped 3D-printed cascade. The
system incorporates
CretCheck, an easy-to-use soft-
ware that automatically
processes results, providing a
clear ‘green’ indication for
healthy individuals and ‘red’ for
those with kidney disease.
Dr Indrani Nandi, a DST
National Postdoctoral fellow
under Prof Chandra and
Nachiket Mendki, a BTech stu-

dent also contributed in this
research, showcasing the
research ecosystem of the IIT-
BHU.
Prof Chandra emphasised that
this development aims to
bridge the gap in healthcare
access, particularly in primary
healthcare centres, where
resources are limited. Unlike
conventional testing methods
that require sophisticated
instruments and long waiting
times, this device delivers
results in under 10 minutes,
making it a timely and efficient
solution for early detection of

kidney disease. The platform
has already undergone exten-
sive validation using human
serum matrices, and findings
have been published in presti-
gious journals including ACS
Biomaterials Science and
Engineering by the American
Chemical Society.
Prof Chandra also explained
that this is an integrated system
and a platform technology that
can be easily adopted for differ-
ent markers for molecular
detection in precision medi-
cine.
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Meanwhile, in a remarkable
achievement, Divya was hon-
oured with the prestigious
Gandhian Young Technological
Innovation (GYTI) Award
2023 at the India International
Centre in New Delhi recently
for developing the paper-based
micro device designed to diag-
nose kidney health.
This award, conferred by the
Society for Research and
Initiatives for Sustainable
Technologies and Institutions
(SRISTI) in collaboration with
the Honey-Bee Network,
recognises innovative techno-
logical solutions that address
pressing healthcare issues, par-
ticularly those that align with
the principles of Gandhian
values — simplicity, sustain-
ability, and affordability.
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On the auspicious occasion
of Gopashtami, Dharma

Sangh (Mani Mandir), the
‘tapobhoomi’ of Dharma
Samrat Swami Karpatri Ji
Maharaj, was abuzz with var-
ious events throughout the
day on Saturday. On the occa-
sion, cow worship was started
by Dharma Sangh general sec-
retary Pandit Jagjitan Pandey
at 7 am in the Swami Karpatri
Adarsh Gaushala established
on the premises. 
Cow worship was done with
the Shodashopchar method
by 21 Vedic Brahmins and 111

batukas amidst chanting of
Shukla Yajurveda in the pres-
ence of Dharma Sangh
Peethadheeswar Swami
Shankardev Chaitanya
Brahmachari Ji Maharaj. 
First of all, Gauri-Ganesh and
then Aditya Surya were wor-
shiped. Thereafter, cow wor-
ship was done after Lord
Vishnu worship.
Hundreds of cows like Sahiwal,
Gangatiri and Gir living in the
gaushala were given ‘panch-
gavya’ and ‘panchamrit’ baths
in the morning, after which the
cows were decorated with
colourful silk clothes, crowns,
ornaments etc. After the wor-

ship, all the cows were fed jag-
gery, fruits and sweets along
with green fodder including
cucumber, gourd, beans, car-
rots, radish, green peas etc. At
the end, aarti was 
performed and they were 
circumambulated. 
Pandey said that the entire life
of Swami Karpatri was dedicat-
ed to cow service as he believed
that cow is the saviour in this
era and all sins are mitigated by
cow service and the path of
welfare is paved. 
A large number of devotees
were present in the cow wor-
ship. The guests were wel-
comed by Rajmangal Pandey.
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Taking a jibe at the JMM-
led coalition in

Jharkhand, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday equated it with a
“burnt transformer” that
"failed" to relay the power of
prosperity sent through the
"high tension line" of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
Centre.
He also appealed to the
people to vote for the BJP for
peaceful Ram Navami
celebrations, promising that
he would participate in such
festival in Hazaribag if the
BJP government was voted
to power. “Narendra Modi's
government is like an HT
(high tension) power line.
An HT line cannot supply
electricity directly to your
homes; a transformer is
needed. The Hemant Soren
government (Jharkhand
CM) is like a burnt
transformer.
"The Centre sends lakhs of

crores of rupees through its
HT line for development,
but it is not transmitted to
you. The time has come to
change this burnt
transformer,” Shah claimed
addressing a poll rally in
Hazaribag.
Shah alleged that the JMM-
led regime was involved in
multiple scams, including Rs
1,000 crore in MGNREGA,
Rs 600 crore in land deals,
Rs 1,000 crore in mining,
and liquor.
He further accused the state

JMM-Congress coalition of
"devouring" the free ration
sent by PM Modi.
“The JMM-led alliance in
Jharkhand allowed Maoists
to prosper, but PM Modi
uprooted them in 10 years,”
he claimed.
Hitting out at the Congress,
Shah alleged, “The Congress
made Kashmir the hub of
terrorism. Its leaders feared
going to Lal Chowk, but now
I ask them to fearlessly visit
Lal Chowk with their
grandchildren.”
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The BJP on Saturday here
claimed that the

Maharashtra unit of
Congress has assured a
Muslim body that it will
take steps to fulfil its
demands including a 10 per
cent quota for the minority
community in jobs and
education and a ban on the
RSS if Maha Vikas Aghadi is
voted to power in the state
assembly polls.
Addressing a press
conference at the BJP
headquarters, senior party
leader Ravi Shankar Prasad
said that the All India

Ulama Board (AIUB) has
written to Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) leaders
offering its conditional
support in the assembly
elections.
“In its letter, the
organisation has said that if
Nana Patole (Congress),
Uddhav Thackeray (Shiv
Sena-UBT), Sharad Pawar
(NCP-SP) and other parties
want their support they will
have to fulfil their demands
which include opposition to
Waqf Bill, 10 per cent
reservation to Muslims in
jobs and education...,” he
claimed.
It has also demanded a ban
on the RSS if the MVA is

voted to power in
Maharashtra, Prasad
claimed, terming the
organisation's demands as
“divisive and a charter for
the disintegration of the
country”.

What is “painful” here is
that the Maharashtra
Pradesh Congress
Committee in its reply to
the organisation has assured
that it will “definitely” take
steps to fulfil their demands
if voted to power in
Maharashtra, the BJP leader
claimed.
“We vehemently oppose
such disruptive demands.
We will never let them be
implemented,” he said,

adding that the BJP will also
“expose the so-called INDIA
coalition” before the people
and show that they can go to
any extent for votes.
Prasad said that Muslims
cannot be given a 10 per
cent quota on the basis of
religion as it is not
permissible under the
Constitution.
If a 10 per cent quota is
given to Muslims on other
grounds it will slash the
existing share in
reservations meant for the
OBCs, SCs and STs, he said
and asked Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi if
it is acceptable to them.

Flaying Shiv Sena (UBT) on
the issue, Prasad said, “It's
no more Shiv Sena, led and
founded by late Bala Saheb
Thackeray. It's now an
organisation out to grab
power by making all
compromises.”
He said the RSS is a
nationalist organisation that
has done “historic work” in
the service of the nation and
society, and slammed
Uddhav Thackeray.
"What has happened to you,
Uddhav Thackeray? You
forgot your own legacy.
Balasaheb Thackeray had
struggled so much against
these things… You are his
son.”

”We vehemently
condemned it. It's very
painful because we were
once together,” the BJP
leader said as he accused
Uddhav Thackery of
deviating from his party's
original ideology.
Prasad also took on Sharad
Pawar, asking why he has
kept silent on the issue.
“You are a seasoned player. I
know you understand the
Constitution. You are 80
plus and you command a lot
of respect there. "Did you
make them understand that
it's not possible (to fulfil
AIUB's demands)... How far
will you go for votes,” he
said.
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Demonising constitutional
institutions and

sermonising people is fast
becoming a "pastime", Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
said on Saturday and
cautioned that such actions
are a recipe for chaos.
He also said even those who
"constitutionally matter in the
political arena" are
"sermonising all and
demonising our
constitutional institutions".

Addressing an event of an
educational institution here,
the vice president said it is
time to "bid adieu to this".
"Also, I say with utmost
restraint -- time for our elites
to be elites. To them, I appeal
-- to be a worthy elite, you
have to be spurred by the
fervour of nationalism," he
said, without naming anyone.
Dhankhar also spoke on the
crucial role of the alumni in
strengthening the educational
ecosystem, urging for active
participation and

contributions to alumni
associations.
"The alumni of an institution
are in several ways its
lifeline.... I strongly urge to
have an alumni fund. Making
annual contributions is all
important. Some of the best
institutions globally have
been on an upward trajectory
because these institutions are
fuelled by alumni energy," he
said.
The vice president said
associations of trade,
industry, business, and
commerce must also come
forward to fuel research and
spur innovation through
liberal financial
contributions.

�	�������
(�������������
������������
�����	
#��
��	)
��������
*�
������������������������������

��	
����

The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has

observed that the water
quality in the Ganga in Uttar
Pradesh is deteriorating
because of the discharge of
sewage or sullage into the
river.
Earlier, while considering the
prevention and control of
pollution in the Ganga, the
green body sought
compliance reports from
various states, including Uttar
Pradesh.
In an order dated November
six, a bench of NGT
Chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava said according to
the report from Uttar
Pradesh, there was a gap of
128 million litres per day
(MLD) in sewage treatment
in Prayagraj district.
Also, 25 untapped drains
discharged untreated sewage
into the Ganga in the district
and 15 untapped drains
discharged the sullage into
the Yamuna, the bench, also
comprising judicial member
Justice Sudhir Agarwal and

expert member A Senthil Vel,
said. "We find that out of the
326 drains disclosed in the
report of the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) dated October 22,
247 drains are untapped (in
the state) and discharging
3,513.16 MLD of waste water
into the river Ganga and its
tributaries," the tribunal said.
Expressing dissatisfaction, it
directed the state's chief
secretary to file an affidavit
disclosing the information
regarding each drain across
different districts, the sewage
generated from those, the
sewage treatment plants
(STP) to which those were
proposed to be connected and

the timeline for making the
STPs functional.
"The affidavit will also
disclose the short-term
measures that will be adopted
to prevent the discharge of
untreated sewage in the river
in respect of each of the
districts and drain till STPs
are made fully functional and
100 per cent household
connectivity is achieved," the
bench said.
It also took note of the CPCB
report disclosing the status of
41 STPs across 16 Ganga-
front towns, which said six
plants are non-operational
and of the 35 operational
STPs, only one complied with
the rules.
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Tarari (Bihar), Nov 9 (PTI) 

Union minister Chirag
Paswan on Saturday claimed
that his Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) would counter
the RJD's formidable 'MY'
(Muslims and Yadavs)
combine in Bihar with its
own support base of women
and the youth.
The NDA partner was
talking to reporters in Tarari
assembly constituency, on
the sidelines of a rally he
addressed for BJP candidate
Vishal Prashant along with
Chief Minister and JD(U)
president Nitish Kumar,
among others.

"I am glad at the candidature
of Vishal Prashant who is
young. My party had
contested and won five seats
in Lok Sabha polls. Four of
our candidates were young",
said Paswan, who himself
clinched Hajipur, the pocket
borough of his late father
Ram Vilas Paswan.
The 42-year leader, who did
not mention the RJD by
name, said "There are some
who speak of an MY
combination which is just
mobilisation along the lines
of cast and religion. My
party, too, has its own MY
combination which stands
for mahila and yuva. Our

stance towards women is
obvious with two of our MPs
being females".
Paswan, who is known to
have excellent personal
relations with the family of
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad,
extended birthday greetings
to the latter's son and heir
apparent Tejashwi Yadav,
calling himself a "big
brother" of the young leader.
When asked whether he
would like to give any
political advice to Yadav, the
third-term MP broke into a
sheepish grin and remarked
"Given his family
background, he has no
dearth of good advisors".

Paswan, however, deplored a
statement by RJD's Buxar
MP Sudhakar Singh who
recently threatened to "beat
up with sticks" BJP workers
in Ramgarh assembly
constituency where
assembly by-poll has been
necessitated by his election
to Lok Sabha and his party
has fielded his younger
brother Ajit. Paswan said,
"This is the type of language
and behaviour that is always
associated with RJD, a
reason why the party is
blamed for jungle raj in
Bihar while it was in power. I
was a teenager back then
and still remember how

much the bad reputation of
the state used to rile its self-
respecting people".
Responding to another
query, the Union minister
said "Hindus are being
targeted, in countries where
they are in a minority, by
extremists from other faiths.
Canada is an example. But, it
is disgusting that when
Narendra Modi government
brought the CAA for
persecuted Hindus, the
opposition criticized it".
"Fear-mongering has
become the defining trait of
INDIA bloc. They claimed
CAA would deprive a
section of population of

citizenship though there was
no such provision in the Act.
They also said Modi, in his
third term, will do away with
quotas and scrap the
Constitution. That too has
been proven false", Paswan
said.
Asked about Independent
MP Rajesh Ranjan alias
Pappu Yadav's claims of
getting threatening calls
from people posing as aides
of jailed gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi, the Union minister
"if he is making such
complaints, these must be
investigated and he must be
provided with adequate
security".
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According to the Air
Quality Early Warning
System for Delhi, mainly
smog conditions with
predominant surface wind
from variable directions
with wind speed reaching
04-06 kmph prevailed
during daytime and calm
winds during night.
Predicted maximum mixing
depth is likely to be 1900 m
on November 9. "The
maximum mixing depth of
wind was recorded at 1750
m on Saturday. The
ventilation index lower than
6000 m2/s with average
wind speed less than 10
kmph is unfavourable for
dispersion of pollutants.
Meteorological conditions
are likely to be extremely
unfavourable for dispersion
of pollutants," it said.
The CAQM  meeting also
focused on strict discipline
and measures to guard
against unauthorised/
haphazard parking of
private vehicles on metaled
roads, markets, public
spaces etc. leading to
vehicular congestion and
high levels of pollution,
particularly in winters and
called for strict action
against violators including
for violations of Pollution
Under Control (PUC)
Certificate regime.
Delhi has been witnessing
high levels of air pollution

for the past few weeks
which has been primarily
blamed on stubble-burning
in neighbouring states,
Diwali fireworks and low
wind speed.
Notably, the Centre for
Science and Environment
has claimed that vehicular
pollution is the main reason
for Delhi pollution.
Interestingly, the National
Capital Region is currently
experiencing four degrees
above normal temperature
due to no snowfall in the
Himalayan region and lack
of Western disturbances.
The year 2023 was also the
warmest year in 73 years.
The Commission has called
for a more proactive
approach to addressing
complaints, saying that
delays in resolving issues
hinder the effective
implementation of air
quality management
measures. 
The AQI classifications are
as follows: 0-50 is 'good,'
51-100 is 'satisfactory,' 101-
200 is 'moderate,' 201-300 is
'poor,' 301-400 is 'very
poor,' and 401-500 is
'severe.' On Friday, it had
reached 380, on a scale 0-
500, which was the worst of
this season as of now.The
AQI had reached 390 at 10
am, 387 by noon, and
settled at 382 by 3 pm,
which increased the
concerns of the residents
and health officials.
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In the process, the Anganwadi
worker mistakenly entered
the Aadhaar details of these
unmarried girls on the
pregnancy and childcare
portal. This unintended
crossover of roles appears to
have led to the registration
error, which has since been
corrected.
The CDO confirmed that, so
far, there is no evidence
suggesting that the
Anganwadi worker
distributed nutritional
supplements to the
unmarried girls. However, an
investigation led by the
DPRO is underway to clarify
all aspects of the incident.
"Though this was a mistake,
we are thoroughly
investigating it to 
prevent future errors," Nagpal
said.

The issue came to light after
Ramna village Pradhan, Aarti
Patel, received complaints
from the affected families.
When Patel approached the
Anganwadi worker for
clarification, the worker
reportedly responded
unprofessionally, prompting
Patel to escalate the complaint
to the District Magistrate
(DM). The Anganwadi
worker's conduct is now
under review as part of the
ongoing investigation.
"This incident highlights the
importance of accurate data
handling in government
schemes and the need for
clarity in responsibilities,
especially when employees
handle multiple roles. The
state has assured that
appropriate action will be
taken based on the
investigation findings,"
Nagpal said.

From page 1

In his earlier offer, Sukesh
has expressed his desire to
acquire a controlling stake,
between 50-70%, in Dharma
Productions. Sukesh
emphasised that the deal was
non-negotiable and could be
finalised within 48 hours if
Karan Johar agreed to the
terms.
"This is a letter of intent
regarding acquiring a major
portion of the stake in your
company, Dharma
Productions," the letter
states. According to the
letter, the offer is backed by
Suksh' s financial advisor,
who reportedly informed
him that Dharma
Productions was seeking
investments. Sukesh's

company, LS Holdings, is
said to be interested in
supporting Dharma's
expansion plans.
Adar Poonawalla led Serene
Production recently
acquired 50 per cent stake in
Karan Johar's Dharma
Productions and Dharmatic
Entertainment, for Rs 1,000
crore, the company said in a
press release. Earlier, it was
reported Saregama would be
doing the same but the
reports were refuted.
Earlier, on Diwali, Sukesh
sent a letter to Bollywood
actress Jacqueline Fernandes
expressing his love and
wrote, "Baby you know I
would do everything to make
you feel special, irrespective
of what the situation is, I
hope when you Read this

letter and See your Cute
missing to see. I love you like
Crazzy my Baby Boo. Thank
you for loving me and giving
me the strength. I can feel
every Second around me.
Missing you my Baby Can't
Wait, Love you My Bomma."
He also revealed that he has
named a star after Jacqueline
and even praised her Cannes
2024 look. "My Baby Girl,
Jacqueline, Baby firstly I
have been missing you,
Super Crazzy, falling in love
with you Crazier. Baby you
Stole the Show in Cannes,
your look in Gold, was Jazzy
and Super Classy Too Pretty
to handle my love. Through
your other photoshoot
pictures, you stole My heart
over Again, my CupCake,"
he wrote.
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"I challenge the shahi parivar
of the Congress to prove if its
members had ever visited Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar's
Panchteerth (a term he coined
in 2017) the birthplace of late
Ambedlkar at Mhow in
Madhya Pradesh, his
residence in London (Sikhsha
Bhoomi), Deeksha Bhoomi in
Nagpur where he embraced
Buddhism, Mahaparinirvan
Sthal in Delhi, and Chaitya
Bhoomi in Mumbai," PM
Modi said.

Accusing the Congress of
insulting the late Ambedkar
for years on end, the PM said:
"From the time of Nehru till
today, the top family of the
Congress has repeatedly
insulted Baba Saheb
Ambedkar. It did not give
Baba Saheb Ambedkar credit
for any major work done by
him"
Dwelling upon the
achievements of the BJP
government at the Centre and
the MahaYuti government in
the state, PM Modi said that
the  Centre had given a boost

to industry and infrastructure
for cotton cultivators by
laying the foundation stone of
a textile park in Amravati.
The textile park will pave the
way for the prosperity of
cotton farmers.
Charging that the previous
MVA government had stalled
the irrigation projects
undertaken by the previous
Devendra Fadnavis-led
government, the PM said:
"After Mahayuti Alliance
came to power in the state, the
Wainganga Nalganga and
Painganaga interlink projects

were sanctioned. The inter-
link projects will bring all 5
districts in Western Vidarbha
including Nagpur and
Wardha District under
irrigation." 
The PM said that his
government accorded the
classical language status to
the Marathi language which
had raised the prestige of
Maharashtra. Referring to a
slew of schemes launched by
the Centre and MahaYuti
government for
empowering farmers in the
state, Modi said: "Our effort

has been to empower the
farmers. If the farmer is
empowered, he becomes the
hero of the country's
progress… We are therefore
increasing the farmers'
income and reducing their
expenditure.  The Centre
introduced the PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi for which
the Mahayuti government
gave its support. The result
is that farmers of
Maharashtra are getting Rs
12,000 annually."
Touching upon the Ram
Mandir issue, the PM said: "I

have come to seek your
blessings for the BJP-led
Mahayuti (grand alliance) in
the Maharashtra assembly
elections.  You should
remember the significance of
November 9. It was on this
day, the Supreme Court gave
its ruling in favour of the
construction of Ram temple
at Ayodhya. After the
Supreme Court's verdict, the
people from all the religions
accepted it and showed great
sensitivity in facilitating the
Ram temple without any
hinderance".   
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In his address, Adityanath also
referenced the Shri Krishna
Janmabhoomi-Idgah Mosque
in Mathura and the Kashi
Vishwanath Temple-Gyanvapi
Mosque disputes, attributing
"humiliation" on these issues to
Hindu disunity. The Chief
Minister highlighted
improvements in Uttar
Pradesh's law and order since
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) assumed power,
crediting his administration
for the progress.
Adityanath's remarks were
made in Khair, one of nine
Uttar Pradesh constituencies
facing Assembly  bypolls on
November 20. The Khair by-
poll was triggered when BJP
MLA Anoop Valmiki, elected
in 2022, won a Lok Sabha seat
from Hathras, necessitating his
resignation from the Assembly 
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At least 27 people, including
14 security forces, were

killed and 62 others injured on
Saturday in a suicide bombing
at a railway station in Pakistan’s
restive Balochistan province,
officials said.
The explosion ripped through
the railway station of the
provincial capital Quetta as
passengers gathered on the
platform before the departure
of the Jaffar Express, scheduled
to depart for Peshawar at 9:00
am. There were around 100
people on the platform when
the blast occurred.
“So far, we have received 27
bodies and at least 62 people
are injured, with some in crit-
ical condition,” said Dr Wasim
Baig of the Quetta Trauma
Centre.
Dr Arbab Kamran Kasi,
Managing Director of the
Trauma Centre, warned that
the death toll may increase
since several wounded individ-
uals, aged 20 to 50, remain in
critical condition.
Quetta Division Commissioner
Hamza Shafqaat said it was a
suicide attack targeting securi-
ty forces and civilians were also
hit badly.
“There are around 14 members
of the law enforcement agencies
among the dead and dozens
more among the wounded,” he
said.
The suicide bomber had
entered the station with lug-
gage, Shafqaat said, adding
that was difficult to stop a per-

son coming with an intention
to carry out a suicide attack.
Earlier, SSP Operations
Muhammad Baloch had also
said that initial findings point
to a possible suicide bombing.
The Baloch Liberation Army
(BLA), an ethnic Baloch sepa-
ratist group designated as a ter-
rorist organisation, has claimed
responsibility for the attack.
The BLA alleges that the fed-
eral government exploits
Balochistan’s resources while
neglecting the province’s devel-
opment. However, the federal
government dismisses these
allegations and claims that for-
eign powers are manipulating
disgruntled elements to perpe-
trate sabotage.

“All bus stations, public spots
have been put on high alert and
gatherings discouraged,”
Shafqaat said.
Balochistan Inspector General
of Police (IG) Moazzam Ansari
said early investigations suggest
the terrorists “targeted per-
sonnel from the Army Infantry
School”.
Rescue and law enforcement
teams responded immediately,
securing the area and trans-
porting the injured and
deceased to Civil Hospital
Quetta, according to the
provincial government
spokesperson Shahid Rind.
An emergency was declared at
the hospital where additional
medical staff was summoned to

deal with the injured.
The blast, which also damaged
the platform’s roof, was heard
far and wide in various areas of
the city.
BLA has stepped up attacks in
the restive Balochistan province
in recent months. Saturday’s
suicide bombing comes a week
after a blast near a girl’s school
and a hospital in Balochistan’s
Mastung district killed eight
people, including five children.
The terror group has also been
targeting Chinese nationals
working in the province and in
Karachi. Last month a suicide
bombing near the Karachi air-
port killed two Chinese engi-
neers.
Balochistan Chief Minister

Sarfraz Bugti condemned the
attack, terming it as “a horrif-
ic act targeting innocent civil-
ians”, and ordered an immedi-
ate investigation.
He said that terrorists are
increasingly aiming civilians,
labourers, women, and chil-
dren, and vowed that those
responsible would be pursued
relentlessly.
Pakistan, particularly the
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa provinces, has
seen a sharp uptick in terror-
ism-related incidents over the
past year.
According to the Centre for
Research and Security Studies
(CRSS), the third quarter of the
ongoing year witnessed a 90
per cent surge in violence in
Pakistan, the Geo News report-
ed.
With a total of 722 people being
killed, including civilians, secu-
rity personnel, and outlaws,
while 615 others were wound-
ed in as many as 328 incidents
recorded during the period
under review, 97% of these
fatalities occurred in
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa provinces.
Over 92% of these incidents of
terror attacks and security
forces’ operations were record-
ed in the same provinces.
The total fatalities from three
quarters of this year have now
surpassed the total fatalities
recorded for the entire 2023;
the number of fatalities rose to
at least 1534 in the first three
quarters compared to 1523 in
2023, the report said. 
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Terming Awami League as
“fascist”, Bangladesh’s inter-

im government on Saturday
said it will not permit the
deposed prime minister Sheikh
Hasina’s party to hold Sunday’s
planned rally.
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus’s press secretary Shafiqul
Alam in a Facebook post said
that the interim government
won’t tolerate any violence or
any attempt to break the law
and order situation in the
country.
“The Awami League in its cur-
rent form is a fascist party.
There is no way this fascist
party will be allowed to hold
protests in Bangladesh,” he
said.
Alam further cautioned that
“anyone who would try to hold
rally, gathering and proces-
sions by taking orders from the
mass murderer and dictator
Sheikh Hasina will face full
force of the law enforcing agen-
cies”.
Alam’s statement followed a call
from the Awami League on its

verified Facebook page, urging
supporters to gather at Shaheed
Noor Hossain Chattar, or Zero
Point, in Gulistan on Sunday to
protest what they described as
“misrule.”
“Our protest is against the
deprivation of the rights of the
people of the country; our
protest is against the rise of fun-
damentalist forces; our protest
is against the conspiracy to dis-
rupt the lives of the common
people,” read the Facebook
post.
This was the first call for a rally
by the Awami League since
August 5, when Hasina fled to
India amid a mass student-led
uprising against her govern-
ment.
Awami League also urged party
men to stage rallies at grass-
roots levels across the country
on Sunday in line with “the
spirit of the call” as described
in the Facebook post.
The protest venue, Shaheed
Noor Hossain Chattar, holds
historical significance, as it
was where Awami League
youth leader Noor Hossain
was killed on November 10,

1987 during a demonstration
against the autocratic rule of
the then military dictator
General HM Ershad.
The interim government earli-
er banned Awami League’s stu-
dent front Bangladesh Chhatra
League over allegations of its
“fascist role” during and before
the July-August Anti-
Discrimination Students
Movement.
Initially launched as a cam-
paign for job quota reforms, the
student-led movement intensi-
fied into a mass protest that
ultimately led to the fall of the
Hasina government.
While several political factions
have called for the Awami
League to be banned, Yunus
said such a decision is up to
political parties. Some minis-
ters of the interim govern-
ment also oppose the ban,
emphasising political inclusiv-
ity. 
Awami League’s main rival
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) led by former prime
minister Khaleeda Zia also
opposed banning any political
party.
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Japan’s Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba on Saturday

renewed a pledge to build up
his country’s military and deep-
en its alliance with the United
States under President-elect
Donald Trump.
Ishiba, who made the com-
ments at an annual troop
review held at Camp Asaka in
the Tokyo suburbs, said the
security environment sur-
rounding Japan and the inter-
national community has signif-
icantly worsened due to esca-
lating tensions with China,
Russia and North Korea. He
pledged to reinforce Japan’s
military power.
He said breaches of Japanese
airspace by Chinese and
Russian warplanes earlier this
year “not only violated Japanese
sovereignty but also threat-

ened the safety of Japan and are
absolutely unacceptable”. He
said Japan faces growing threats
from China’s accelerating mil-
itary activity around Japanese
coasts and from North Korea’s
repeated missile firings.
“As we face the most severe and
complex security environment,
I will balance and strengthen
Japan’s diplomacy and securi-
ty,” Ishiba said in his speech
before hundreds of troops gath-
ered for the ceremony.
The Japan-US alliance is the
lynchpin for achieving this,
Ishiba said, pledging to elevate
Japan’s ties with the United
States and work closely with
Trump as they agreed during a
brief telephone conversation
Thursday.
Ishiba took office on Oct 1,
replacing his unpopular prede-
cessor Fumio Kishida but his
governing coalition badly lost

a recent parliamentary election
and could face difficulty pur-
suing his party’s planned poli-
cies and budget plans in com-
ing months.
Ishiba pledged to pursue the
ongoing military buildup plan
under the 2022 security strat-
egy adopted by his predecessor,
Fumio Kishida, which calls for
a counter-strike capability with
long-range cruise-missiles, a
break from its self-defence
only principle. Ishiba said he
will pursue strengthening of
command system to improve
operation between Japanese
and US troops.
After its devastating defeat in
World War II, Japan had pri-
oritised economic recovery
over defence under its war-
renouncing constitution, but
has steadily strengthened its
defence capability over the
past years.
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With virtually no food
allowed into the north-

ernmost part of Gaza for the
past month, tens of thousands
of Palestinians under Israeli
siege are rationing their last
lentils and flour to survive. As
bombardment pounds around
them, some say they risk their
lives by venturing out in search
of cans of food in the rubble of
destroyed homes.
Thousands have staggered out
of the area, hungry and thin,
into Gaza City, where they
find the situation little better.
One hospital reports seeing
thousands of children suffering
from malnutrition. A nutrition-
ist said she treated a pregnant
woman wasting away at just 40
kg (88 pounds).
“We are being starved to force
us to leave our homes,” said
Mohammed Arqouq, whose
family of eight is determined to
stay in the north, weathering
Israel’s siege. “We will die here
in our homes.”
Medical workers warn that
hunger is spiraling to dire pro-
portions under a monthlong
siege on north Gaza by the
Israeli military, which has been

waging a fierce campaign since
the beginning of October, say-
ing it’s rooting out militants.
Hamas, who are still holding
hostages inside Gaza, have
regrouped in the area and have
been carrying out hit-and-run
attacks from tunnels and
bombed-out buildings. The
military has severed the area
with checkpoints, ordering res-
idents to leave. Many
Palestinians fear Israel aims to
depopulate the north long
term.
On Friday, experts from a
panel that monitors food secu-
rity said famine is imminent in
the north or may already be
happening. The growing des-
peration comes as the deadline
approaches next week for a 30-
day ultimatum the Biden
administration gave Israel: raise
the level of humanitarian assis-
tance allowed into Gaza or risk
possible restrictions on US
military funding.
The US says Israel must allow
a minimum of 350 trucks a day
carrying food and other sup-
plies. Israel has fallen far short.
In October, 57 trucks a day
entered Gaza on average,
according to figures from
Israel’s military agency oversee-

ing aid entry, known as
COGAT. In the first week of
November, the average was 81
a day.
The UN puts the number even
lower — 37 trucks daily since
the beginning of October. It
says Israeli military operations
and general lawlessness often
prevent it from collecting sup-
plies, leaving hundreds of
truckloads stranded at the bor-
der.
US State Department
spokesman Matthew Miller
said Israel had made some
progress by announcing the
opening of a new crossing into
central Gaza and approving
new delivery routes.
But he said Israel must do
more. “It’s not just sufficient to
open new roads if more
humanitarian assistance isn’t
going through those roads,” he
said.
A desperate daily struggle:
Israeli forces have been ham-
mering the towns of Beit
Lahiya, Beit Hanoun and
Jabaliya refugee camp.
Witnesses report intense fight-
ing between troops and mili-
tants.
A trickle of food has reached
Gaza City, but as of Thursday,

nothing entered the towns far-
ther north for 30 days, even as
an estimated 70,000 people
remain there, said Louise
Wateridge, spokesperson for
the UN agency for Palestinian
refugees, UNRWA, speaking
from Gaza City.
The government acknowledged
in late October that it hadn’t
allowed aid into Jabaliya
because of military “opera-
tional constraints” in response
to a petition by Israeli human
rights groups. On Saturday,
COGAT said it allowed 11
trucks of food and supplies into
Beit Hanoun and Jabaliya. But
Alia Zaki, a spokeswoman for
the WFP, said Israeli troops at
a checkpoint forced the convoy
to unload the food before it
could reach shelters in Beit
Hanoun. It was not clear what
then happened to the supplies.
Palestinians in the north
described to The Associated
Press a desperate daily struggle
to find food, water and safety,
as strikes level buildings, some-
times killing whole families.
Arqouq said he goes out at
night to search bombed-out
buildings: “Sometimes you find
a half-empty package of flour,
canned food and lentils.”
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The Pentagon is easing restric-
tions to allow a small num-

ber of private American defense
contractors to work inside
Ukraine, helping repair and
maintain equipment, US officials
said Friday.
The contractors will be far away
from the front lines during
Russia’s invasion and will not be
taking part in combat, the offi-
cials said. The department is
soliciting bids now, said the offi-
cials, who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss internal
decisions.
Ukraine has been receiving bil-
lions of dollars worth of
American weapons and equip-
ment over the past two years,
including a number of sophisti-
cated systems. For much of that
time, US and allied troops have
been providing real-time main-
tenance advice using phones
and tablets to communicate in
encrypted chatrooms with
Ukrainian forces.
Officials said the Pentagon is
allowing the contractors to go
because some equipment —
including F-16 fighter jets and air
defense systems — requires high-
tech expertise to repair. 
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The Justice Department on
Friday disclosed an Iranian

murder-for-hire plot to kill
Donald Trump, charging a
man who said he had been
tasked by a government official
before this week’s election with
planning the assassination of
the Republican president-elect.
Investigators were told of the
plan to kill Trump by Farhad
Shakeri, an accused Iranian
government asset who spent
time in American prisons for
robbery and who authorities
say maintains a network of
criminal associates enlisted by
Tehran for surveillance and
murder-for-hire plots.
Shakeri told the FBI that a con-
tact in Iran’s paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard instruct-
ed him this past September to
set aside other work he was
doing and assemble a plan
within seven days to surveil
and ultimately kill Trump,
according to a criminal com-
plaint unsealed in federal court
in Manhattan. 
The official was quoted by

Shakeri as saying, “We have
already spent a lot of money”
and that “money’s not an issue.”
Shakeri told investigators the
official told him that if he
could not put together a plan
within the seven-day time-
frame, then the plot would be
paused until after the election
because the official assumed
Trump would lose and that it
would be easier to kill him
then, the complaint said.
Shakeri is at large and remains
in Iran. Two other men were
arrested on charges that Shakeri
recruited them to follow and
kill prominent Iranian-
American journalist Masih
Alinejad, who has endured
multiple Iranian murder-for-
hire plots foiled by law enforce-
ment.
“I’m very shocked,” said
Alinejad, speaking by tele-
phone to The Associated Press
from Berlin, where she was
about to attend a ceremony to
mark the anniversary of the
tearing down of the wall. “This
is the third attempt against me
and that’s shocking.”
In a post on the social media

platform X, she said, “I came
to America to practice my
First Amendment right to
freedom of speech — I don’t
want to die. I want to fight
against tyranny, and I deserve
to be safe. Thank you to law
enforcement for protecting
me, but I urge the US govern-
ment to protect the national
security of America.”
Lawyers for the two other
defendants, identified as
Jonathan Loadholt and Carlisle
Rivera, did not immediately
return messages seeking com-
ment. Iran’s UN Mission
declined to comment. 
Shakeri, an Afghan national
who immigrated to the US as
a child but was later deported
after spending 14 years in
prison for robbery, also told
investigators that he was tasked
by his Revolutionary Guard
contact with plotting the
killings of two Jewish
Americans living in New York
and Israeli tourists in Sri Lanka.
Officials say he overlapped
with Rivera while in prison as
well as an unidentified co-
conspirator.
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Gunmen on Friday killed a
navy rear admiral in

Mexico, one of the highest-
ranking officers slain in the
country in a decade. 
Mexico’s navy said that a rear
admiral — which is just below
full admiral, the navy’s highest
rank — had been shot to death
in the Pacific coast port city of
Manzanillo. Local media gave
his name as Fernando Guerrero
Alcántar, but a navy spokesman
would not confirm that or
whether he was in uniform at
the time. 
The navy said in a statement
that he was driving in his own

private vehicle when the attack
occurred, so it was unclear if
the gunmen knew who he was. 
He would be one of the high-
est-ranking military officers
killed in Mexico since 2013.
That year, gunmen in the
neighbouring state of
Michoacan ambushed and
killed Vice Adm. Carlos Miguel
Salazar, the top navy com-
mander in the neighbouring
Pacific coastal state of Jalisco.
Members of the Knights
Templar drug cartel were
blamed for that killing.
The Vice admiral is a slightly
higher rank than the rear admi-
ral.
Attacks by Mexican cartels on

high-ranking officers have
occurred, but are relatively
rare. 
However, the Mexican gov-
ernment has given more law-
enforcement responsibility to
the navy, army and the mili-
tarized National Guard in
recent years, and they now
represent the front-line forces
against the country’s drug
cartels.
Manzanillo, because it is a
Pacific coast port with direct
shipments from China and
other places in Asia, is highly
prized by drug cartels seeking
to smuggle in precursor chem-
icals to produce the deadly opi-
oid fentanyl.
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Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto pledged to

maintain close ties with China
during a meeting with Chinese
leader Xi Jinping in Beijing on
Saturday, his first overseas stop
since he took office three weeks
ago.
Subianto is seeking to strength-
en relations with China,
Indonesia’s largest trading part-
ner and one of its most impor-
tant foreign investors. This is
his second visit to Beijing this
year, following a visit in April
as president-elect, the first
overseas trip he made after
winning the Indonesian pres-
idential election in February.
“Indonesia considers China
not only as a great power but
as a great civilisation,” Subianto
said at the meeting, adding that
the two countries had had
close relations for centuries.
“Therefore, I think it is only
natural that now in the present
situation, geopolitical and geoe-
conomic, that Indonesia and
China have become very close
partners and in many, many
fields.”
Xi vowed support for Subianto’s
administration, thanking him
for choosing to visit China first
and saying he believed
“Indonesia will adhere to an
independent development

path, continue to make new
achievements in the journey of
achieving national prosperity
and national rejuvenation, and
play an important role on the
international and regional
stage”.
Earlier on Saturday, Subianto
met with other top Chinese
leaders, including Premier Li
Qiang and Zhao Leji, who is
chairman of the National
People’s Congress and consid-
ered the No. 3 official in the
ruling Communist Party.
Subianto is on the first stop on
a multi-country tour. He is
scheduled to visit four other
nations, including the US and
the UK, suggesting that
Indonesia will continue its
longstanding stance of neutral-

ity between Beijing and
Washington. He is scheduled to
meet US President Joe Biden
and expected also to meet
president-elect Donald Trump
early next week.
Subianto, 73, is a wealthy ex-
general with ties to both
Indonesia’s popular outgoing
president and the country’s
dictatorial past. He presented
himself as heir to the immense-
ly popular President Joko
Widodo, the first Indonesian
president to emerge from out-
side the political and military
elite. Subianto vowed to contin-
ue the modernisation agenda
that has brought rapid growth
and vaulted Indonesia into the
ranks of middle-income coun-
tries.
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AChinese national was
ordered held Friday on

trespassing charges after police
say he tried to enter President-
elect Donald Trump’s Mar-a-
Lago estate in violation of a
court order that he stay away
following previous attempts. 
Zijie Li, 39, is being held with-
out bond at the Palm Beach
County Jail after being arrest-
ed Thursday when he arrived
at Mar-a-Lago’s entrance gate in
an Uber, the latest in a series of
contacts he’s had with police
and Secret Service agents at or
near the estate since July. 
Li, who lives in suburban Los
Angeles on a student visa, had
just been released from a men-
tal hospital, where he had been
placed in late October after
police found him near the
estate. He is now facing two
counts of misdemeanour tres-
passing. 
Li’s arrest comes after a sniper
nearly killed Trump at a July
rally in Pennsylvania and an
alleged would-be assassin
stalked him in September at his
Palm Beach County golf
course. On Friday, the U.S.
Justice Department announced

it had broken up an Iranian plot
to kill Trump. 
During Trump’s term as pres-
ident, there were numerous
illegal incursions at Mar-a-
Lago, including two by Chinese
nationals, but none were
attempts to harm him. 
According to Town of Palm
Beach police reports, Li first
tried to enter Mar-a-Lago in
July, telling Secret Service
agents he had information
tying China to the
Pennsylvania assassination
attempt. He was told to leave
and not return.
He was arrested the following
week after police said he twice
tried to enter Mar-a-Lago. He
was charged with misde-
meanour trespassing and
released on bail, with the judge
ordering him to stay away
from Mar-a-Lago and Trump. 
Then Li last week approached
a homeowner near Mar-a-Lago
who had placed a Trump cam-
paign sign in her yard, records
show. 
He asked the woman if she was
a member of Mar-a-Lago and
if she would take him inside.
She called the police, who took
him to a mental hospital for
observation. 
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India batter Sanju Samson
reflected on his early
struggles in international

cricket, saying that a string
of failures made him doubt
his ability, but self-belief and
support of the captain and
coach helped him stage a
strong comeback.
Samson hit back-to-back
centuries in T20
Internationals with a
breathtaking 50-ball-107 to
headline India’s comfortable
61-run win over South
Africa in the opening game
here on Friday.
“I have faced a lot of failures
in my career. I think when
you go through that failure,
you have lot of doubts in
your mind. People definitely
say that social media
definitely plays a role,”
Samson told reporters in the
post-match press conference. 
“But you also think a lot
about yourself. Sanju, are
you not made for
international level? I think
you are doing well in IPL.
Why are you not doing well
internationally? So I have a
lot of such thoughts. But
after so many years of
experience, I know what my
ability is.
“If I spend some time in the
wicket, then I have a shot-
making ability in spin and
pace and I know that I can

definitely contribute well to
the team. I can win the
match. This is also a reality.
There are definitely a lot of
downs happening but the
upside is also really good. So
I kept telling myself that.”
Samson, who turns 30 on
Monday, has often been
criticised for not fulfilling
his potential despite
abundant talent. He had
scored successive ducks in
Sri Lanka but responded
with a 111 against
Bangladesh in the third T20I
and followed it up with
another ton on Friday.
The Kerala batter
acknowledged the crucial
support he received from
Captain Suryakumar Yadav
and Coach Gautam Gambhir
during his low phase.
“When you have a
supporting captain like
Suryakumar Yadav and
Gautam bhai and VVS
Laxman sir, they all support
you during failures. The way
they communicate with you
in your failures is very
important. Everyone knows
that if we are going through a
negative phase, then the
player can get lost there,” he
said. 
“So at that time, I received a
lot of phone calls from
Gautam bhai and Surya,
telling me what to work on.
Your spin is a little bit like
that. You collect all the

spinners in Kerala and
practice in rough wickets
there. You do this, you do
that. “So if your Indian
team’s captain is calling you
and telling you how to
practice after a duck, then

you have confidence that the
captain is trusting you. He
wants you to do well. So I
think all those small, small
things plays a huge role, I
think, coming back here,”
Samson said. 

“I’m very grateful about the
trust shown on me. I think
I’ve been able to give it back
to my team management. I
feel that it’s just a start. I
would like to just practice
hard, train hard, just be very

grateful walking out to play
for my country and just look
to contribute and win games
for my country every time I
walk in.” His innings
included as many as 10
monstrous sixes which

propelled India to 202 for 8
in 20 overs. “When you score
100 for your country, it’s
definitely a very special
feeling. The wicket was a
little more bounced, a little
spongy in the beginning. It’s

been raining here for 3-4
days, so I think it was a bit
more challenging condition,”
Samson said.
“So according to that, we are
talking to the team and we
are preparing accordingly.
Even when it rained for 3-4
days, our team came here
and practiced. We did
batting for 2-3 hours, so it
was a little beneficial.” “We’re
the World Champions and
we need to play like that”
Samson said they are focused
on playing an aggressive
brand of cricket, regardless
of conditions, to live up to
their reputation as world
champions.”
“What we have been talking
in the dressing room from so
many seasons right after
winning the World Cup or
even from last 2-3 years is
even if you lose the toss and
even the conditions are
tough, we have to go all in.” 
“We can’t think that we will
have to look for something
like 160-170 in these wickets
because I think chasing
becomes a bit easier. We
were just looking to attack
even knowing that the
condition is slightly helping
the bowlers,” he said. 
“We are definitely the world
champions at the moment.
So I think we have to play
like that and just keep on
looking to dominate in this
format,” he said.
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Inter Miami practiced
thinking there was no way

Sergio Busquets was going to
play in its win-or-else playoff
match against Atlanta United.
A few hours later, the team
got quite the surprise on
Friday.
Busquets - who coach
Gerardo “Tata” Martino said
was ruled out for Saturday’s
game - received medical
clearance on Friday
afternoon to play and is being
listed as questionable.
Busquets went through a
training session on his own
after the rest of the team
worked out Friday, meaning
Lionel Messi could have one
of his most trusted
teammates alongside him
with the season on the line.
“We’re confident in the
progression of his recovery,
and are hopeful he’ll be
available for (Saturday’s)

match,” the team said.
Busquets was struck
somewhere around his
midsection in Game 1 of the
best-of-three series and
developed pneumonia-like
symptoms. He didn’t play in
Game 2 last week - a 2-1
Atlanta win - and Inter
Miami has to win Saturday
just to extend its season and
reach the second round of the
MLS Cup playoffs.
“At best, there are four finals
left,” Martino said on Friday
morning, in the same
interview session during
which he revealed that
Busquets wouldn’t play -
because that’s what he truly
thought at the time. 
“Each of the remaining games
has the characteristics of a
final game and we, with the
expectations we have, are
ready to face it in the best
way.”
Inter Miami hopes to have
four games left this season -

Saturday’s conclusion to
Round 1, and then a
conference semifinal,
conference final and the MLS

Cup final. If Inter Miami
keeps winning, all four of
those matches would be at
home. If it loses a match, the

season ends there for the
team that won the
Supporters’ Shield and posted
the best regular-season

record in MLS history.
Atlanta has already won four
elimination games this
season - their two must-win

matches to keep hope alive at
the end of the regular season
against the New York Red
Bulls and Orlando City, then
a wild-card match at
Montreal and Game 2 of this
series against Inter Miami.
The difference is that this one
is an elimination match for
Messi as well. And when
asked this week about how
Messi’s numbers haven’t been
great in this series - no goals
and one assist in the two
matches - Atlanta interim
coach Rob Valentino wanted
no part of that storyline.
“Messi is fantastic,” Valentino
said. 
“There is no slander on my
end. He’s a fantastic player.
Whether people say he’s
produced, not produced, I
don’t want to hear it because
he’s fantastic.”
Atlanta is the only MLS team
to beat Inter Miami twice this
season, and both wins came
with Messi in the lineup; the

club is 2-1-1 so far this
season against the No. 1
overall seed.
The rest of MLS, combined,
went 0-12-5 against Inter
Miami when Messi was in the
lineup. But Atlanta’s plan
against Messi seems to have
worked; he has one goal on
19 shots, eight of which were
on target, in the four matches
between the clubs this
season.”What he brings to a
game, what he brings to a
team, just him standing on
the field it requires your
attention,” Atlanta United
goalie Brad Guzan said. 
“There’s very few times that
Plan A works. It’s Plan B and
Plan C and Plan D and you
have to adjust very quickly.”
Busquets, the team said, will
be listed as questionable,
which typically means that
the club’s medical staff will
see how he is feeling on game
day before making a final
determination.
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Stewart Cink shot a 5-
under 66 to maintain a

three-stroke lead in the PGA
Tour Champions’ season-
ending Charles Schwab Cup
Championship.
Bernhard Langer, the 67-
year-old German star who
has a Champions-record 46
career victories, was second
after a 64 on Friday. He shot
his age or better for the 21st
time on the tour.
“Every once in a while I look
back at my career and have
to almost pinch myself and
say, `Man, that’s pretty
amazing what you’ve done
the last whatever so many
years,’” Langer said. “Like a
day today, to shoot 64 - 3
under my age - not a whole
lot of people can do that.”
The 51-year-old Cink had a
12-under 130 total at

Phoenix Country Club,
shooting a 64 of his own in
the first round. The Ally
Challenge winner in August
in Michigan for his first
senior title, Cink entered the
week 12th in the season
standings.
“It was actually probably a
cleaner round than
yesterday as far as just my
processes and the quality of
the shots was probably a
little bit better overall.” Cink
said. “I just didn’t have the
hot long putts going in today
quite as much, but it was a
really solid round. I would
love to play golf like that
every day.”
Langer birdied five of the
first seven holes and closed
strong with birdies on 17
and 18. He’s trying to win at
least one event for the 18th
consecutive year.
“It’s fun to make some putts,

that’s what the game is all
about,” Langer said. 
“If you want to score low,
you’ve got to make some
putts.”
Alex Cejka was third at 7
under after a 66. 
Defending champion Steven
Alker, second behind Ernie
Els in the season standings,
was tied for fourth at 4
under after a 68 - putting
himself in position to pass
Els for the $1 million bonus.
Vijay Singh (65), Miguel
Angel Jimenez (68), Jerry
Kelly (70) and Cameron
Percy (68) also were 4 under.
Els was 3 under after a 70.
Stephen Ames, third in the
standings, was 2 under after
a 72.
The top 36 players on the
points list qualified for the
event, with Steve Stricker the
lone qualifier not in the
field.
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Star Indian javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra on Saturday

roped in three-time Olympic
champion and world record
holder Jan Zelezny as his
coach, setting the ball rolling
for the upcoming season,
where he will defend his
World title.
Zelezny, 58, is widely
considered the greatest javelin
thrower of the modern era.
The Czech won three
Olympic gold medals (1992,
1996, 2000)and as many
world titles (1993, 1995, 2001)
in his illustrious career. 
Zelezny holds the world
record of 98.48m in the event.

Chopra till recently worked
with German biomechanics
expert Klaus Bartonietz, who
also doubled up as his coach.
Neeraj, after becoming the
first Indian athlete to win a
gold at the Tokyo Olympics,
finished second best at the
2024 Paris Games.
The star Indian athlete said he
was a great admirer of
Zelezny in his formative days
and watched the Czech
legend’s videos to hone his
skills.
“Growing up, I admired Jan’s
technique and precision and
spent a lot of time watching
videos of him. He was the best
in the sport for so many years,
and I believe that working

with him will be invaluable
because our throwing styles
are similar, and his knowledge
is unmatched,” Neeraj said. 
“It’s an honour to have Jan by
my side as I push towards the
next level in my career, and I
can’t wait to get started,” he
added.
Neeraj, who has not crossed

the 90m mark in competition
so far, would be eager to break
the ‘barrier’ and Zelezny’s
experience could come in
handy.
The collaboration also
symbolises a fusion of
generations, with the young
champion drawing
inspiration and expertise
from what many consider the
greatest javelin thrower of all
time.
Zelezný’s expressed his
happiness, saying he was
always looking forward to
train the Indian star as he still
has a lot of potential.
“I have already spoken about
Neeraj as a great talent many
years ago. When I saw him

early in his career, I realised
great possibilities for top
results,” Zelezny said in a
statement. 
“I also said that if I should
start to coach somebody from
outside Czechia (Republic),
my first choice would be
Neeraj. I like his story and I
see big potential, as he is
young and able to improve. 
“There have been many
athletes contacting me for
coaching, so for me to take
this up means that it is a great
honour to have him in my
team. We are getting to know
each other more closely and
will start in person at a
traditional winter camp in
South Africa. 
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Sanju Samson will look to continue
his domination of the bowlers but

India need more stability in the top
order when they clash with South
Africa in the second T20I South Africa,
aiming to extend their superior run in
the shortest format, here Sunday.
Samson’s stunning 107 off 50 balls
powered India to a commanding 61-
run victory in the series opener, but the
lack of runs from other key batters
remains a concern for the visitors. 
India need address this issue to ensure
that the burden doesn’t fall too heavily
on their in-form keeper-batter.
The continued failure of opener
Abhishek Sharma, who has
squandered multiple opportunities,
would be worrying the team
management. 
Apart from his memorable 47-ball
century against Zimbabwe in Harare
earlier this year, Sharma has struggled

for runs with scores of 0, 10, 14, 16, 15,
4, and 7 in recent outings. 
The dashing left-hander’s lack of
consistency at the top of the order
could prompt India to rethink their
options moving forward. 
While the team management is unlikely
to make changes to the playing XI, it

will be disappointed with Sharma’s
continued failure, especially as India
look for second-line opening option
after Yashasvi Jaiswal following Rohit
Sharma’s retirement from the format.
Tilak Varma showed promise with a
quick-fire 33 off just 18 balls in the first
match but will need to convert such

cameos into bigger knocks. 
Varma has been largely off the radar
since his last appearance against
Afghanistan in January, and with
competition for spots in the middle
order heating up, the young batter will
want to cement his place in the side.
Skipper Suryakumar Yadav also got a
start but fell cheaply, while all-rounder
Hardik Pandya was unable to live up to
his potential in the opening match. 
India’s middle-order, which looked
solid on paper, struggled to build
partnerships as they lost six wickets for
just 36 runs, slipping from a
commanding 166/2 to 202/8 by the end
of their 20 overs. 
This collapse highlighted the fragility of
India’s middle and lower order,
something that they will aim to address
before the second T20I.
In the bowling department, India were
clinical as they restricted South Africa
to just 141 in 17.5 overs in the opening
match. 
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Director Rohit Shetty
expands his cop universe
with yet another high-

octane sequel, Singham Again.
This latest installment stars Ajay
Devgan reprising his iconic role
as DCP Bajirao Singham, with
Kareena Kapoor Khan returning
as his wife, Avni. 
Joining them in cameo roles are
Akshay Kumar as DCP Veer
Sooryavanshi and Ranveer Singh
as ACP Sangram “Simmba”
Bhalerao, adding familiar faces to
the cop universe.
The film introduces many fresh
elements, linking its storyline
loosely to the epic Ramayana,
blending it spiritually with its
typical action-packed spectacle.
New characters include Arjun
Kapoor as the antagonist, and
Deepika Padukone as DCP Shakti
Shetty, along with Tiger Shroff as
ACP Satya Bali. 
Ajay Devgan, the hero, felt a little
undermined from his role if
compared to the super hit cop
film Singham. Kareena played her
role well in the movie.
The characters have somewhere
done justice to their characters
except some. The entry of Jackie
Shroff as Omar Hafeez and Arjun
Kapoor playing Zubair Hafeez,
dominate the first half of the film
and bring intensity and menace
to their roles as the villainous
duo. Jackie Shroff could have
been better in his little time on

the screen.
Deepika Padukone's role wasn't of
much need and looked forceful
just to introduce the character to
the film. 
Tiger Shroff playing Satya Bali
looked too flat for the film.
Enhancement of these two strong
actors could have changed the
outcome of the film. 
Akshay Kumar comes with a
dashing helicopter entry in the
very end fitting into the well said
cameo role.
Ranveer Singh enters later in the

film, and his comedy grips the
audience giving a reason to hold
on till the end. 
Ranveer as Simmba single
handedly takes off the second
half. His entry linking to the past
movie Simmba was accepted by
whistles and cheers in the cinema
hall. The comedy doesn't look
forced due to his past
introduction as a naughty cop in
the cop universe.
The climax with a major action
sequence will be loved by the
audience as all the characters get

along for the final scene to get
Avni back from Zubair Hafeez's
abduction giving it the Sita angle.
While Singham Again is a
visually impressive film with
well-executed action sequences,
it suffers from a rushed
screenplay and inconsistent
character development. 
It misses the demanded depth in
the characters and misses the
element of Rohit Shetty to be
honest.

Rating – 3.5/5
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Rohit Bal’s name is
synonymous with elegance,
luxury, and a unique fusion
of traditional Indian
aesthetics with modern

sophistication. Over the course of his
illustrious career, Bal has not just
defined fashion but also
revolutionised how India perceives
style. His journey, marked by
innovation and passion, is one of
resilience and unparalleled
creativity, shaping not just the
Indian fashion scene but also
placing it firmly on the global
map.
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Born in 1961 in Srinagar, Kashmir,
Rohit Bal’s early influences came from the
serene beauty of his homeland. The majestic
valleys, the rich heritage, and the intricate
craftsmanship of Kashmiri artisans were
integral to his formative years. Little did he
know, these elements would later form the
core of his designs. Initially, Bal pursued a
degree in science before realising that his

true calling was in fashion. In the late 1980s,
he moved to Delhi to study at the prestigious
National Institute of Fashion Technology
(NIFT), where he refined his skills and
honed his vision.
In a pivotal moment during his early career,
Bal was encouraged by a family friend, the
iconic model and former Miss India, Madhu
Sapre, to create his first collection for the
fashion circuit. His debut at the Indian
Fashion Week in the 1990s marked a
milestone, both for him and the industry. It
was a time when the Indian fashion scene was

still finding its identity, and designers like
Rohit Bal were about to change the game.
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Rohit Bal’s first collection was a masterful
blend of contemporary design with classical
Indian elements. His signature style, which
combined luxurious fabrics, intricate
embroideries, and a sharp, modern sensibility,
quickly set him apart from his
contemporaries. His work showcased a

perfect juxtaposition between the old and the
new, a unique touch that made his designs

instantly recognisable.
One of the defining episodes in his career
was the launch of his haute couture
collection in the early 2000s. His show,
featuring garments embroidered with
intricate Kashmiri motifs, paid homage
to his roots and captured the essence of

India’s rich textile traditions. Bal’s use of luxurious
materials like silk, brocade, and velvet created a new kind

of opulence that spoke to the Indian elite. His designs were
not just clothes; they were expressions of heritage reimagined
for the modern world.
What truly set Bal apart from his peers was his ability to blend
the modern with the traditional. He took Indian textile
traditions, from Kashmiri shawls to Rajasthan’s mirror work,

and reinvented them with a flair
for contemporary fashion. His
creations became the epitome of
“Indian luxury,” and celebrities
and royalty alike began to flock
to his shows.
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Rohit Bal didn’t just stop at
designing. He became a catalyst
for change in the fashion
industry, influencing not just the
way clothes were designed but
also the way fashion was
perceived in India. His shows
were more than just runway
presentations-they were
celebrations of Indian culture,
often inspired by the country’s
folklore, mythology, and history.
His Spring/Summer 2003 show,
for example, was a visual
spectacle that featured models in
regal, embroidered outfits with a
contemporary twist, proving

that traditional craft could be
reinterpreted to create global
fashion.
Bal’s willingness to challenge the
status quo and embrace diversity
in design made him a visionary
in the industry. He was among
the first to showcase the idea of
“India on the global stage”-
promoting Indian
craftsmanship, but with a global
sensibility. His penchant for
experimenting with cuts and
styles, juxtaposed with his deep
understanding of India’s textile
history, broke barriers, paving
the way for an entirely new
category in the Indian fashion
industry: luxury prêt-à-porter.
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Rohit Bal’s designs became
synonymous with celebrity
glamour. Whether it was
Bollywood’s most famous stars

gracing his runway shows or
wearing his creations for high-
profile events, his name became
a stamp of high fashion. A
defining moment came when he
designed a collection for the
famous Bollywood film Dil
Chahta Hai (2001), bringing his
work to a younger, more
contemporary audience. His
distinctive, classic yet modern
style resonated with the evolving
tastes of India’s urban youth,
establishing him as a household
name.
Another key episode in his
career came in 2006 when he
was invited to showcase his
collection at the prestigious New
York Fashion Week. It was a
milestone that marked not only
his personal success but also the
recognition of India’s growing
presence in the international
fashion arena. His participation
in the global fashion calendar
allowed the world to see the

immense talent coming out of
India, challenging global
perceptions of what Indian
fashion could be.

!�# *!�$��+�'))�(!�'�)&�"��'�
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Rohit Bal’s influence on the
Indian fashion scene cannot
be overstated. Over the years,
he has played an integral role
in redefining how India’s
fashion identity is perceived-
both at home and abroad.
From his breakthrough
collections that fused the
traditional with the modern,
to his innovative designs that
have kept his work relevant
through decades, Bal remains
at the forefront of Indian
luxury fashion.
What makes Bal’s legacy even
more special is his commitment
to the artisanship of India. He
has continually worked with
local craftspeople, helping
preserve and promote India’s
textile traditions. His designs are
often crafted using handloom
fabrics, making them not just
products of high fashion but
also instruments of cultural
preservation.
Today, as the Indian fashion
industry continues to evolve,
Rohit Bal’s name stands as a
symbol of what can be achieved
when passion, creativity, and
heritage come together. He not
only helped put India on the
world fashion map but also
created a space for future
designers to draw from the
country’s rich history while
embracing global trends.

��)�#-%'�)&�!�+!%�'�)
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Rohit Bal’s journey from a young
boy in Srinagar to a global
fashion icon is a testament to his
talent, perseverance, and love
for his country’s heritage. His
impact on the Indian fashion
scene has been profound and
far-reaching. 
Through his creativity, he has
reshaped the way the world
views Indian fashion, blending
artistry with tradition, while
continually setting new
benchmarks for the industry.
Rohit Bal is not just a designer;
he is an institution, and his
influence on the fashion world
will continue to inspire
generations to come.
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No one could have
imagined that Rohit Bal’s

show at Lakmé Fashion Week
would be his last. But after
witnessing his breathtaking
final collection, Kaaynaat: A
Bloom in the Universe, it’s clear
this was a farewell like no
other.
The grand finale was a
celebration of nature’s timeless
beauty, as Rohit Bal’s signature
craftsmanship unfolded on the
runway. Kaaynaat was a poetic
tribute to the delicate elegance
of flowers and the boundless
beauty of the universe.
Inspired by the Lakmé Rouge
Bloom launch, the collection
embraced the slow, graceful
unfolding of life, much like a
flower blooming in full glory.
The runway featured a
beautiful mix of flowing
fabrics, detailed embroidery,
and bright colours, with each
piece reflecting the wonders of
the universe. Every garment
had a story to tell, with delicate
floral motifs symbolising the
cycle of life, from the tiniest
bud to the full bloom under

the starry sky. The collection’s
use of colour was bold yet
serene, capturing both the
wildness and tranquillity of
nature.
Lakmé muse Ananya Panday
walked the ramp as the
showstopper, embodying the
essence of the collection’s
celestial beauty. Her presence
perfectly complemented the
theme of the collection.
The entire show was a fusion
of fashion, beauty and nature,
with Rohit Bal’s expert
tailoring and design sensibility
meeting the elegance of
Lakmé’s Beauty X Fashion
philosophy. It wasn’t just a
grand finale to Lakmé Fashion

Week, but a tribute to a
designer who has shaped
India’s fashion landscape for
decades.
Rohit Bal’s words about the
collection now resonate even
more deeply: “Kaaynaat was
a journey through the
wonders of nature,
celebrating the bloom of life
and beauty. Partnering with
Lakmé has been an incredible
experience, and this
collection reflects both the
grace of nature and the
enduring power of beauty.”
This show was not only a
fitting farewell but a lasting
memory of the artistry and
vision of a true icon.
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Starring Blake Lively and Justin
Baldoni as the lead actors, It
Ends With Us is all set to

release on Netflix after a phenom-
enal box-office response from the
cinema in August. The film is the
cinematic adaptation of the best-
seller novel It Ends with Us by
Colleen Hoover.
Keeping the book aside, and
talking about the film baldly for
those unfamiliar with the book,
the film gives a complete glimpse
of a relationship with physical
abuse with what comes with
mental instability. It is a complete
package initially starting from the
butterflies of a relationship to the
phase of its exciting and it and
then beyond.
The characters fit in their role
perfectly watching from the movie
purpose Blake Lively as Lily Bloom,
Justin Baldoni as Ryle Kincaid,
Jenny Slate as Allysa (Ryle’s sister)
and Brandon Sklenar as Atlas
Corrigan.
The plot starts with the dreamy
relation between Lily and Ryle,
even after Lily being informed
about the record of Ryle in
relationships and his nature with
girls. With the movement of the
story, Lily starts to face abuse from
Ryle. The temper and aggression is
linked to some past experiences in
his life and the first abuse incident
comes after the first half. Things
get worse between Lily and Ryle
when Atlas (played by Brandon
Sklenar) is made to enter their life.

The story beautifully describes
Atlas, Lily having a past and
understanding each other without
uttering words meeting after
years. The unsaid love in the last
scenes between Atlas and Lily is
the core strength of the film.
The many songs and the
background scores in the film add
life to the shot scenes categorising

them as sad, loving and broken.
The scores like Opening, It Was
Nice Meeting You, Lily’s Past,
Seeing Atlas add the needed depth
to the scenes with the sensual and
reciting tunes.
The dialogues in the film, talking
about my favourite one by Atlas to
Lily, “In the future, if you ever find
yourself in the position to fall in
love again, fall in love with me”.
The dialogue will make your heart
heavy and touch your emotional
quotient. The characters have well
fitted into the frame except Lily.
Blake could have played more with
expressions and body language.
Blake’s dressing in the movie
seemed like a fashion disaster. Ryle
aced the game with his reactions
and attitude playing an aggressive
man.
The climax with Lily having a baby
and finally deciding if she would
continue it with Ryle or not
(continue to watch the film for the
answers) is the whole sort of
courage depicted in the film. The
film addresses the social issue with
the beauty of giving a message of
having courage and stepping up to
speak up for the steps that
personally affect your mind and
life.
Overall, the film depicts a journey
of physical abuse initiated with
romantic days in a relationship. It
Ends With Us is a must watch with
learning and lessons. 

Rating – 3.5/5
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like Pran, whose
Chacha
Chaudhary
became a

household
name, and the

rise of superhero giants from Raj
Comics. It was an era when Indian
superheroes, mythological epics, and
social commentary blended
seamlessly, creating relatable
content that resonated with
generations.
However, at the turn of
the millennium, the
industry witnessed a
decline. Changing
reading habits, the rise
of television, and the
flood of digital
content pushed these
comics to the
background. Yet,
despite this
downturn, the comic
book medium is
quietly experiencing
a resurgence, aided
by digital platforms
and a renewed interest in
India's rich storytelling
tradition.
The resurgence of Indian comics
is further boosted by the growing

popularity of
Comic Con events

across India. These
conventions unite fans,

creators, and industry
experts, celebrating iconic

Indian characters while
introducing international comics and

pop culture trends. Through cosplay,
artist meet-and-greets, and panel
discussions, these events keep the love for
comics alive, connecting younger
generations to India's comic legacy while

embracing global influences.
In a landmark move, the Ministry
of Information & Broadcasting
(I&B), Government of India has

partnered with the Indian Comics
Association (ICA) to spearhead

the first-ever Comic Creator
Championship (CCC), a

centrepiece event at
the upcoming World

Audio Visual &
Entertainment
Summit (WAVES).
This three-phase
comic-making
competition is
designed to
nurture
emerging talent

and showcase
India's creative

potential on a
global stage. By

providing a platform
for both amateur and

professional creators, the
CCC encourages fresh

voices to engage in
storytelling that tackles
contemporary issues while

preserving India's timeless
narrative traditions. Interested

creators can find more details and
register on the website of WAVES.
Comics remain one of the most accessible
mediums to convey stories-whether
educating the youth about history,
addressing social issues, or providing pure
escapism through fantasy. With initiatives
like the CCC, Indian comics are poised for
a modern golden age, where tradition
meets innovation.
Now, more than ever is the time to
reignite our love for comics. These aren't
just stories from the past; they symbolise
an ongoing dialogue between India's
cultural heritage and the present. Comics
have the power to inspire new generations,
offer solace, and spark the imagination. As
digital platforms democratize access to
these narratives, an entire world of
possibilities opens up for creators and
readers alike.
As we look to the future, let us celebrate
this revival by participating in the World
Audio Visual Entertainment Summit
(WAVES), to be held in New Delhi from
February 5th to 9th, 2025. This summit
promises to be a landmark event, uniting
industry experts, creators, and fans. It will
also host the final round of the Comics
Creator Championship, where India's
brightest new talents will be showcased.
Together, we can ensure that the stories of
the past continue to inspire, innovate, and
captivate audiences in the future.
India's comic industry stands on the
threshold of a renaissance, and all are
invited to be a part of it. Now is the time
to turn the page and start a new chapter in
the vibrant world of Indian comics. Let's
revive and elevate Indian comics to their
rightful place in popular culture.
Will you join this journey?

(The writer is an Indian
Information Service officer, Ministry

of  I&B; views are personal)
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Growing up, comics were an
integral part of my life. My
brother and I would save
every bit of our pocket
money just to buy our

favourite comics. Whether it was
Champak, Amar Chitra Katha, Super
Commando Dhruv, Nagraj or Chacha
Chaudhary stories fueled our
imagination and became a key part of
our reading journey. Whenever
someone asked what we wanted for our
birthdays, the answer was always the
same-comics! Those colourful pages,
filled with heroes and adventures, were
more than just entertainment; they
were treasured gifts that we eagerly
awaited and cherished.
There was a time when streetside stalls,
bookstores, bus stands, and railway
stations buzzed with the vibrant display
of comic books. The chatter of children
and adults alike, poring over pages that
transported them to fantastical worlds,
was a common scene. Comics like
Amar Chitra Katha's mythological tales,
Chacha Chaudhary's wit, or Raj Comics'
heroic sagas, invoked a sense of wonder
and excitement. For many of us, these
stories were more than just a form of
entertainment; they were an integral
part of our childhood-a gateway to
imagination and learning.
As years passed, digital platforms
gradually replaced the physical charm
of these marvels. Yet, in this fast-paced
world, the nostalgia for these stories
remains strong. Many long for the days
when characters like Bahadur, Super
Commando Dhruv, Parmanu, Tenali
Raman, Suppandi, and Shikari Shambu
lived not just in our imagination but in
the comic strips that shaped our
understanding of bravery, wit, and
justice. For older generations, these
comics represent a simpler time, filled
with cultural knowledge and
entertainment. For the younger
generation, revisiting them now holds
the potential to rediscover India's rich
folklore and mythologies while
connecting with modern
interpretations of these beloved
characters.
The Indian comic industry, once a
booming sector from the 1970s to the
1990s, produced iconic characters and
stories that captured the hearts of
millions. The 'Golden Age' of Indian
comics brought us legendary creators
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In an impressive feat that
showcases Indian ingenuity,
Roastery Coffee House has

become the first Indian brand to
invent and trademark a specialty
coffee: Cranberry Coffee. This
unique drink—a refreshing
combination of cranberry juice,
sparkling water, and espresso—
has not only captivated coffee
lovers across India but is also
gaining international attention.
With its signature Cranberry
Coffee now protected by a
trademark, Roastery Coffee
House is setting new standards in
the coffee industry and
redefining how the world
experiences Indian coffee.
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A playful yet refined twist on
traditional coffee, Cranberry
Coffee combines the boldness of
espresso with the tartness of
cranberry juice and a splash of
sparkling water, creating a
refreshing, versatile drink
suitable for any time of the day.
In the last six months alone, over
100,000 cups of Cranberry Coffee
have been sold across Roastery
outlets, making it one of the
fastest-selling specialty coffees
in India. Its popularity spans all
age groups and has even become
a staple on many café menus,
signalling a growing demand for
creative coffee options in India
and beyond.
Roastery Coffee House’s founder,
Nishant Sinha, is thrilled by
the response, noting how
Cranberry Coffee has
quickly become a
customer favourite. "It’s
very heartwarming to see
how positively everyone has
responded to this beverage," he
said. "The success of is
undeniable, and almost every

order across our chains includes
it. Many coffee brands have
drawn inspiration from
Roastery's innovative creation,
and we are very proud that
people have embraced it."
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Since opening its doors in 2017,
Roastery Coffee House has
continuously pushed the
boundaries of India’s coffee
culture. Expanding across six

cities, the brand has built a
strong reputation for
offering diverse, high-

quality coffee options
paired with mouth-

watering snacks and light
meals, creating an inclusive

space for coffee enthusiasts. The
introduction of Cranberry Coffee

exemplifies the brand’s mission
to innovate and cater to the
evolving preferences of
coffee drinkers while
staying rooted in
authenticity and quality.
Beyond its local success,
Roastery Coffee House has
recently set its sights on the
international stage, opening its
first flagship store in Helsinki,
Finland. The move reflects
Roastery’s vision of not only
sharing Indian coffee with a
global audience but also
positioning India as a significant
player in the specialty coffee
industry. The Cranberry Coffee
trademark marks a pivotal
milestone, as it is the first
Indian-origin coffee to secure a
global trademark—a

groundbreaking achievement for
an Indian brand in this
competitive market.

!)�')%�'"')*�+-�-" �+�"
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With Cranberry Coffee, Roastery
Coffee House has demonstrated

how Indian coffee can
resonate on the global stage

by combining local
creativity with a deep
understanding of
customer preferences.
This achievement is not

just a victory for the
brand but for India’s coffee

industry as a whole, setting
a powerful example for other

Indian brands and creating
opportunities for international
recognition.
Roastery Coffee House has truly
redefined Indian coffee culture
and continues to chart a new
course for the industry. As it
expands internationally, it
carries with it a legacy of
innovation, quality, and passion,
firmly establishing India’s place
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Step into ‘RED’ at Radisson
Blu MBD Hotel Noida and
you’re instantly transported
to the heart of China, where
every dish tells a story. With

a fresh new menu that celebrates
authentic Chinese flavours, the
restaurant brings together
traditional recipes and innovative
twists, promising a dining
experience unlike any other.
Whether you're a vegetarian or
a meat lover, the culinary
journey here is one that caters
to all tastes, with bold
flavours and
unforgettable textures
that will leave you
craving more.
The ambience of ‘RED’
is equally remarkable. With its dark,
red-lit interior, the space exudes a
cosy, intimate vibe, evoking the feel
of an authentic Chinese restaurant.
As you settle in, you know you’re in

for something special. Ms.
Sonica Malhotra Kandhari,
Joint Managing Director of
MBD Group, shares, “The RED
menu has been meticulously
crafted with our guests in
mind. This menu
reengineering underscores
our commitment to authentic
Chinese flavours.We look
forward to welcoming
guests to explore this
exciting new offering.”
At the heart of this dining
experience are the sauces ,

a crucial part of any
authentic Chinese meal.

‘RED’ offers a variety of
carefully crafted options,

including the classic Chilli Black
Bean, the Soya Chilli Coriander and

their signature special sauce made
with onion, tomato, chilli and garlic.
And for those who enjoy a bit of
spice and fermentation, the kimchi
adds a delightful punch to any dish.
The sauces truly elevate the
experience and don’t forget to
master the art of eating with
chopsticks -  a fun and authentic
way to enjoy the full flavours.
Next up, I moved on to the Dim
Sum & Bao section. The Truffle
Edamame offered a delightful twist
on the classic, with a subtle truffle
flavour that complemented the
beans beautifully, giving them a soft
yet earthy taste. However, the Tofu
Bao with Chili Bean Relish turned
out to be my absolute favourite. The

silken tofu paired with the chilli
bean relish was a perfect blend
of soft and spicy, all encased in
a delicate, fluffy bao bun. This
dish encapsulated the balance
of textures and flavours that
make Chinese cuisine such

a treat.
Moving into the
Appetisers, the
Chilled Mould Tofu

with Peanut Sauce was a
refreshing change, delicate, smooth
tofu dressed in a creamy, slightly
tangy peanut sauce. As someone
who isn't a big tofu fan, I found it
intriguing. It’s a dish that might take
some getting used to, but the pairing
of tofu with peanut sauce certainly
creates a unique, palate-expanding
experience. This dish left a lasting
impression, as did the Mogu with
Dry Red Chili and Sichuan Pepper, a
crispy fried button mushroom stir-
fry that managed to stay crunchy
even as it cooled. This level of
attention to texture and flavour is a
hallmark of authentic Chinese
cooking, blending tradition with a
modern twist. The bold, balanced
flavours in each appetiser felt like a
true celebration of Chinese culinary
heritage.
Moving on to the main course, the
Mapo Tofu was a definite standout.
Known for its bold, spicy flavours,
the tofu here was incredibly silky,
bathed in a slightly fiery sauce that

was rich yet balanced. For those who
prefer their spice with a subtle twist,
the Braised Style Eggplant with
Sichuan Pepper Corn was another
highlight. The tender eggplant
soaked up the flavours of the sauce
beautifully, creating a comforting
dish with just the right amount of
heat. If you’re after something more
filling, the Red Signature Jasmine
Bamboo Fried Rice should be your
go-to. This fragrant dish, infused

with exotic vegetables and bamboo
shoots, was packed with flavour and
left a lasting impression.
While ‘RED’ offers a delightful
selection of vegetarian dishes, the
restaurant’s non-vegetarian options
are known to truly shine. As a
vegetarian, I haven’t tried them
personally, but from what I’ve
heard, ‘RED’ delivers on
authentic Chinese non-
vegetarian flavours.
Crafting exceptional
Chinese cuisine in a
vegetarian style is no
easy feat, but Chef
Sachin Malik and his team
have truly excelled in creating
vegetarian dishes that rival their
meat counterparts. From Shandong
Style Seafood Soup to Kung Pao
Chicken and Braised Lamb, each dish
offers a window into authentic
Chinese cuisine. Reflecting on the
culinary vision, Chef Sachin Malik,
Executive Chef, reflects, “We aim to
celebrate the vibrant flavours of
China. Our new menu is a tribute to
this culinary heritage, blending
traditional elements with modern
techniques, with Chef Ghanshyam
Thapa’s expertise.” 
The dessert menu is a lovely, light
way to end the meal. The Matcha
Baked Cheesecake stands out, with
its creamy, indulgent dessert with
earthy matcha notes that balance the
sweetness. It’s rich, so sharing it with

someone is a great idea to end the
meal on a satisfying note without it
feeling too heavy.
Beyond the food, the drinks at ‘RED’
deserve a special mention. The
beverages selection is inspired by
China’s rich cultural heritage, with
classics like the Lion’s Tail and

innovative creations like the
Dragon on the Sky and Junshan

Island Sundowner. For those
preferring non-alcoholic
options, the Chinese Tanic,
with lychee, star anise and
lime juice is refreshingly

fragrant. Meanwhile, the
Silver Tips, a ginger-infused

drink garnished with dragon fruit, is
the perfect quencher, ideal for
pairing with the rich flavours of
RED's menu.
‘RED’ offers a dining experience that
celebrates both authenticity and
creativity. The vegetarian options are
exceptional, proving that creating
perfect Chinese dishes without meat
is possible. Chef Sachin Malik and
his team have truly outdone
themselves, making this a must-visit
spot for anyone craving a true taste
of China. Whether you're a fan of
vegetarian or non-vegetarian dishes,
the menu offers something for
everyone, ensuring that your
journey through Chinese flavours
will be a memorable one.
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Delhi’s bazaars, pulsing with
life, colour, and history,
are much more than
marketplaces. They are a
blend of heritage and

modernity, places where the past and
present meet in a seamless confluence
of aromas, sounds, and sights. From
the labyrinthine lanes of Chandni
Chowk to the bustling avenues of Dilli
Haat, Delhi's markets tell stories of
centuries gone by and reflect the city's
evolving culture.
Delhi's bazaars have been central to the
city's identity since its days as the
capital of empires. Mughal emperor
Shah Jahan established Chandni
Chowk in the 17th century as a
marketplace that would rival any in the
world. Its name, meaning "Moonlight
Square," was inspired by a water canal
that once reflected the moonlight,
lending a magical glow to the
surroundings. Chandni Chowk became
the heart of trade in Mughal India,
where merchants from across Asia
brought in silk, spices, and jewels,
turning the area into a melting pot of
cultures.
As the years passed, other bazaars
sprang up, each with its own speciality
and charm. For instance, Khari Baoli,
the spice market, emerged as a go-to
for spices and dried fruits, its intense
aromas filling the air and adding a
signature fragrance to Delhi's streets.
Over time, bazaars like Daryaganj,
which once hosted booksellers and
publishers, and Sarojini Nagar, famous
for its affordable fashion, have added
layers to Delhi’s shopping culture.
Every festive season, Delhi transforms
into a radiant hub of celebration, where
joy, traditions, and community take
centre stage. Festivals like Diwali,
Navratri and Dussehra infuse the city
with vibrant energy, filling its streets
with lights, colours, and shoppers in
search of the perfect outfits,
decorations, and gifts. From historic
bazaars rich in tradition to modern
malls showcasing top designer brands,
festival shopping in Delhi is an
experience that beautifully combines
heritage and contemporary flair.

��!)�)'����1�&�1� " �� "'�!* 
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Steeped in history, Chandni Chowk is
the ultimate destination for exploring
Delhi’s cultural roots. With narrow
lanes lined with shops, this iconic
market offers an impressive selection
of traditional wear, including bridal
lehengas, sarees, and intricate
jewellery. The new Omaxe Chowk adds
modern amenities to the shopping
experience, blending historic charm
with contemporary conveniences.
Chandni Chowk is a must-visit for

anyone looking to immerse themselves
in Delhi's rich heritage during the
festive season.

#!��!��)!*!"&�!�+ %�'(!#
%���� "0%��!"!�'% 
Known for its affordability and variety,
Lajpat Nagar is a favourite among
festival shoppers. This lively market
offers everything from ethnic wear to
home décor and accessories, all at
competitive prices. Whether you're
after an elegant saree or bridal outfit,
Lajpat Nagar’s vibrant atmosphere and
wallet-friendly options make it a
popular spot for families prepping for
the festive season.

�!"�#�/!*�&��� �� !"���+
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Karol Bagh is famous for its mix of
traditional and contemporary attire,

making it a top destination for
wedding and festival shopping. With
stores packed into narrow, bustling
streets, shoppers can explore an
extensive range of bridal wear, textiles,
and unique jewellery. The energetic
vibe and variety make Karol Bagh ideal
for those seeking traditional attire and
festive accessories.

*" !� "��!'#!%�&� # *!)� 
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If you’re looking for a more luxurious
shopping experience, Greater Kailash
is the place to be. Home to designer
boutiques and high-end stores, this
area is perfect for finding exclusive
bridal wear, premium jewellery, and
sophisticated trousseau outfits. With
its upscale ambience, Greater Kailash
attracts festival-goers who want to
celebrate in style.

��1)��1)�/$�,!)%!)�2
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Soon to open, Downtown by Mansan
Group brings a new shopping
experience to South Delhi,
conveniently located near the Sarojini
Nagar Metro Station. Spread over 2.18
acres, this modern retail complex
combines high-street brands with
luxury outlets, offering a blend of
shopping and contemporary office
spaces. With ample parking and a
range of dining options, Downtown is
set to become a favourite for festival
shoppers seeking convenience and a
touch of sophistication.

��!)�,!"� �&��� �-�%�!# 
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One of Delhi’s upscale markets, Khan
Market presents a more sophisticated
experience. Although it originated as a
market for refugees from Pakistan after
Partition, Khan Market has evolved
into a high-end shopping hub, known
for designer boutiques, international
brands, and posh eateries. Its ambience
strikes a balance between global trends
and Indian tastes, attracting the city's
elite and expatriates.
Delhi's bazaars are not just shopping
destinations—they are cultural
institutions that hold a mirror to the
city’s diverse population. During
festivals like Diwali and Eid, bazaars
take on a life of their own, with streets
decked in lights, special offerings at
every stall, and an air of celebration all
around. Vendors and shoppers,
coming from varied cultural and
economic backgrounds, interact with
warmth and camaraderie, making
these spaces truly inclusive.
Besides, the food scene in Delhi’s
markets is an experience in itself. From
Paranthe Wali Gali’s fried delights to
the chaats of INA Market and the
kebabs of Jama Masjid, the bazaars
have something to tantalise every
palate. Street food vendors, often in
families for generations, have honed
their craft, turning simple snacks into
icons of Delhi’s culinary landscape.
The Future of Delhi's Bazaars:
Balancing Heritage with Modern
Needs.
As Delhi modernises, its bazaars are
also evolving. The government has
initiated efforts to preserve historical
markets, restoring facades and
improving infrastructure to cater to
tourists and preserve heritage.
However, challenges persist: rapid
urbanisation, increased footfall, and
modernisation pressures can
sometimes erode the traditional spirit
of these markets. Yet, the resilience of
Delhi’s bazaars lies in their
adaptability.
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In quest of spiritual enlightenment, I
embarked on a spiritual journey to
Jagannath Puri, the revered abode

of Lord Krishna. Boarding a local train
from Dhenkanal railway station at
dawn, I felt a thrill of excitement for
the adventure ahead. The weather was
beautiful, with the sun just beginning
to rise, casting a warm glow over
everything. As the train moved along, I
found myself pondering my plans for
the day once I reached Puri, eagerly
anticipating the experiences that
awaited me.
After a few hours of the train's
rhythmic motion, I finally arrived at
my destination. Upon exiting the
station, I immediately started looking
for a place to stay. Fortunately, I found
Hotel Nemili nearby. I settled on
renting 1400 to the hotel reception to
get a room. The room was cosy and
inviting, a perfect spot to rest after my
journey. After resting and freshening
up for a while, I felt rejuvenated and
ready to explore.
Eager to soak in the local ambience, I
grabbed a cup of tea from a nearby
stall, enjoying the vibrant atmosphere
around me. The streets buzzed with
life, filled with locals and tourists alike,
all making their way to the temple.
Soon, I decided to take a shared auto to
the famous Jagannath Temple. The
driver charged me Rs. 20 and dropped
me a short distance from the temple
entrance.

 .� "' )�')*��!*!))!��
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As I walked along Chakratirtha Road, I
noticed a significant crowd gathering,
likely due to the weekend and the special
occasion of Govardhan Puja. A police
officer stationed nearby mentioned that it
would take at least three hours to have
darshan due to the rush. Many brokers
approached me, promising faster entry for
a fee of Rs. 500, but I decided not to
engage with them and continued on my
way, determined to experience the
authentic essence of the pilgrimage.
The heat was intense, and I felt a bit
uneasy, the sun bearing down as I moved
through the throngs of people. After a
while, I reached the temple's entrance,
where I stored my mobile and shoes in the
locker provided by the temple trust. I

joined the long line for
darshan, the

a n t i c i p a t i o n
building with

each step. After two hours of waiting and
moving through the crowd, I finally had
darshan of Lord Jagannath, along with
visits to the Sakshi Gopal and Ganesh
temples within the premises. The
atmosphere was electric with devotion,
and I took a moment to soak in the
spiritual energy that filled the air. I also
made sure to visit the Mahalakshmi
Temple before leaving the complex, feeling
grateful for the blessings received.
As I emerged from the sacred precincts of
the Jagannath Temple, I was blessed with a
profound spiritual experience witnessing
the live installation of the Patitapabana
Bana, a revered flag atop the temple's
majestic spire. This sacred ritual, steeped
in tradition and significance, left an
indelible mark on my soul, with a sense of
serenity and connection to the divine.”
By the time I exited the temple, my
stomach growled in protest. I walked

down Chakratirtha

Road again and stopped at Ram Lalla
restaurant, where I enjoyed a satisfying
meal. The flavours were delicious, and I
found myself reflecting on the incredible
experience of the day—the vibrant sights,
the sounds of prayers, and the palpable
sense of community.
To make the evening even better, I set out
for Puri's popular Golden Beach, where
many people were already
present. After sitting there for
a while, I felt a deep sense of
peace watching the waves
crash against the shore.
The sight of the ocean
calmed my mind, and I

enjoyed an ice
cream being sold

n e a r b y ,

savouring the moment. After spending
some more time lost in thought and
tranquillity, I decided to call it a day and
returned to my hotel to rest.

�'%��( "')*���)!"�
The next morning, I woke up early,
checked out of the hotel, and placed my
luggage in the locker room near the
station. With excitement bubbling within
me, I made my way to Vatika Restaurant
for breakfast, relishing the local flavours
before setting off for Konark. I took a
shared auto to reach there, and as soon as
I arrived, I was greeted by intense heat,
much stronger than in Puri.
My first stop was the Sun Temple, an
incredible historic site under the
Archaeological Survey of India, which
required an entry
ticket for Rs. 35.
Thankfully,

tickets can be easily purchased online,
making it convenient for travellers. The
temple’s architecture was mesmerising, a
true marvel of ancient Indian
craftsmanship. I spent some time
exploring the intricacies of the carvings
and the grandeur of the structure, feeling
a sense of reverence as I walked through
the sacred grounds.
After immersing myself in the history of
the Sun Temple, I continued to
Chandrabhaga Beach, just 4 kilometres
away. The beach is very popular among
tourists and offers fun activities like ATV
bike rides and boat rides. I spent a while
enjoying the beach, feeling the soft sand
beneath my feet and the refreshing sea
breeze against my skin. The vibrant
energy of the beach was infectious, and I
could see families enjoying picnics,
children building sandcastles, and friends
laughing together.
As the day went on, I checked the time
and decided it was best to head back. I
knew I had to catch the 5 PM local train
back to Dhenkanal. Returning to Puri, I
caught the train and settled in, watching
the scenery change outside the window. I
reached home with a heart full of
cherished memories and stunning sights
that stayed vividly in my mind, knowing
that this journey had deepened my
connection to my spirituality and left me
yearning for more adventures in the
future.
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Just like a Financial Balance sheet, Vedic
traditions look at another balance sheet
- analysing the Karmas of an individual

with a focus on our Rina or Debts. 
Rina (debts) a key concept in Vedic tradi-
tion, emphasises the accountabilities and
obligations each individual is born with
and is compelled to repay-as an obligation
towards the karmic inheritance to help
understand one's duties for spiritual
&material progress. 
The debts include an obligation towards
Deities, seers & sages, ancestors, nature &
elements, and community&mankind. We
strengthen our karmic balance sheet, when
we fulfil our duties with humility and no
expectations.
Rishi Vyasa Deva says in the Shrimad
Bhagwatam says:
���������	
����������	�����
���������������
�����������������
���������
ˆiıais tribhir dvijo jaato devar¨hi-
pit¯iıaa prabho.
Yajñaadhyayana-putrais taany anisteerya
tyajanpatet.
A twice born (Brahamanaa) has three
debts: to God, to the sages and to the ances-
tors. These are cleared by yajnas sacrifice,
studying,and learning of the Vedic texts and
looking after children. A successful person
accomplishes these before forsaking the
body.
The sacred texts, including the Matsya
Purana, elaborate on 5 primary debts -

The first 3 one is born with
Debt to the Gods (Deva Rina)
Debt to the Ancestors (Pitru Rina)
Debt to the Sages (Rishi Rina)
Debt to Fellow Humans (Manushya
Rina)
Debt to Nature and All Living Beings
(Bhuta Rina)
Deva Rina: The debt to the Gods empha-
sizes Bhakti devotion, worship, performing
rituals and Yajnas sacrifices paying obei-
sance to the Divine power seen as nourish-
ing and sustaining the cosmic order.
��� ��!�� ��"�����#�$�����
�%�&'���"�
���(�������)���������$�����#%�*��������
Yajñashisht śhino santomuchantesarvakil-
bi¨hai˝
Bhuñjate te tvagh p p ye pachanty t-
mak raı t
The wise and spiritually-minded, who eat
the food that is first offered in sacrifice, are
released from all kinds of sin. Others, who
cook food for their own enjoyment, verily
eat only sin. 
A reminder to eat food as prasada (sancti-
fied food from the rituals) as a sense of
gratitude towards the Divine order that is
the provider.
Pitru Rina:The debt to ancestors involves
rituals like Shraadha and Tarpanto ensure
the peace and well-being of our forefathers
- an expression of reverence and connec-
tion to the Cosmic order reinforcing the
values of family lineage.

+,��������������*� $�$
��-��.����-�������/����
���
+��#,�����-������0���-,����-���������-�������1�2����
Atha it nipr ı dh r śhcha
varchasastish˙hanti yas tvaya bhuktv
Sarv ap matha santu sy pi bh´t
sthit tastva ˆtvija yastev nr ttam
"These offerings, rooted in our forefathers,
sustain our vitality and merit. Those who
partake of these and perform the rites in
adherence to tradition, their ancestors are
respected, and their lineage remains blessed."
Remembering and performing with devo-
tion Shraaddh (rituals for ancestors) is cru-
cial to fulfilling this debt and ensuring their
spiritualcontentment.
Rishi Rina:The debt to sages underscores-
the obligation to perpetuate the wisdom of

seers. It is about engaging in jignyasa -
inquiry and learning the scriptures and liv-
ing by their teachings.
3�4����*�����.��$�-���#�
�����'5����
��
#05���#�(�$���-#�3�6�����	���7����
Guru pitara vasi¨h˙ha cha svadhar-
menayobal t
Sarvam´la vimuchchatyasminguhye tu
sad hit
"He who adheres to his Svaadharma - his
Dharma duties and responsibilities and
respects the Guru, teacher, father, and the
sage Vasishta, is freed from all fundamental
debts."
Devotion to our rishis, sages, Gurus and
following their guidance, one must unfold
the meaning of and uphold their teachings,
and sacred wisdom.
Manushya Rina:The debt to humanity
highlights virtuous conduct and social
responsibility… being compassionate and
empathetic to our community. 
����%8��!����������������������,���
3������#�����.�������"�������$��7�������
Vivekadarśh˙ i praj n puıy yeta
vaya yath
Guı n m upati¨˙hanti santa˝santo cha
hit tu
"May we always look upon people with dis-
cernment and fulfil our duties towards them.
The virtuous, by maintaining this, ensure
their own welfare and that of others."
Fulfilling social duties is vital to maintain-
ing harmonious relationships and societal

balance.
Bhuta Rina: The debt to Mother Nature
and the elements, is key to our sustenance
and evolution. Being sensitive&considerate
to all life forms.
����%8��!�������������������,���
3������#�����.������"������$��7������
"ªıa tu pˆthivy ˝ pitˆı ca sarvad ”

Pitara ca vˆ¨˙ivy ghra d na ca tuy-
atnata ”̋
"One is always indebted to the Earth and to
one's ancestors. Always be diligent in offering
reverence and donations to both the Earth
and the forefathers."
It is our conscientious duty to respect
Nature and all the Universal forces.
This Balance sheet provides comprehensive
framework for understanding one's
Dharma towards life and its stakeholders,
living authentically,and fulfilling our dues
to the Universe. Let us strive to keep the
Karmic balance worthy of who we are. 

— The writer is a versatile professional with
three decades in corporate experience & lead

ership roles, excelling in several areas as a 
ICF Certified Mentor Life Coach, Corporate
Coach, Spiritual Intelligence Coach & CXO

Coach. Spiritual counselor, Astro & Vastu 
consultant (25+ years of grounding in 

Vedanta philosophy) and a 
Motivational speaker. He is a Dale 

Carnegie’s T3 graduate
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