
Congress govt continuing
BRS’ negligence: Sanjay
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The students in Telangana

Government schools are still eating

poison from their plates. Whether

it is the BRS or the Congress, food

poisoning remains a bitter reality.

The Congress has

inherited the

incompetence of

the BRS. Is it too

much when we

demand that

governments

should ensure

safe meals

for our kids? 
- Bandi Sanjay,

Minister of State for Home Affairs

HYDRAA chief
inspects lakes 
In response to complaints
from locals regarding
encroachments on lakes,
HYDRAA Commissioner
Ranganath conducted an on-
site inspection on
Wednesday. He visited
several lakes, including
Nizam Talab Lake (Turak
Cheruvu) in Nizampet, Medi
Kunta Lake in Madhapur, Yee
Dulakunta, Neknampur Lake
in Narsingi, Vanam Cheruvu
in Tellapur, Chellikunta and
Mella Cheruvu. During  ...
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Replace Rahul, not
EVM: BJP 
The BJP on Wednesday said the
Congress suffered a crushing
defeat in Maharashtra assembly
polls not because of the EVMs but
poor management by its
leadership, and asked the
opposition party’s president
Mallikarjun Kharge to consider
"replacing" Rahul Gandhi instead
of the voting machines. Taking a
swipe at the Congress president
over his latest remarks on the
EVMs, BJP Lok Sabha MP and
national spokesperson Sambit
Patra also said Kharge ...

Debt on major telcos
hits Rs 4.09 lakh cr
The total debt on four major
telecom operators in the country
stood at Rs 4,09,905 crore in the
financial year 2024, with state-
owned BSNL recording the lowest
debt among competitors at 
Rs 23,297 cr, Parliament was
informed on Wednesday.
According to data shared by
Minister of State for
Communications Pemmasani
Chandra Sekhar in a written reply
to the Lok Sabha, Vodafone Idea
registered a debt of Rs 2.07 lakh
crore, Bharti Airtel ...

Gavaskar credits
Kohli's adjustment
Former India captain Sunil
Gavaskar feels a subtle
adjustment to his batting stance
in the second innings of the
Perth Test helped Virat Kohli
neutralise the Australian attack
and rediscover his vintage form.
Kohli arrived in Australia after a

lean run of form across formats
in recent months. His struggles
against spin on turning tracks
raised doubts about his spot in
the team.  However, he silenced
his detractors by scoring his 30th
Test ton in the first Test at Perth.
It was his first hundred ...
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PNS n HYDERABAD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said that the people of Telangana are
fed up with the Congress
Government and have horrible
memories of BRS misrule.

The Prime Minister met BJP
legislators and MPs from Telangana
in New Delhi on Wednesday. The
meeting expressed satisfaction with
the party's growing presence in the
state and discussed its future course
of action.

Modi expressed confidence in the
BJP's prospects, emphasising the
public's disillusionment with the
Congress Government and the lin-
gering discontent over the earlier

BRS rule.  Later, in a statement post-
ed on social media, Modi highlight-
ed the BJP’s increasing support in
Telangana.

“The people of Telangana are fed
up with the Congress and have hor-
rible memories of BRS misrule.
They are looking towards the BJP
with great hope," he said. 

The Prime Minister assured the
Telangana BJP leaders of the party's
commitment to addressing all the
issues plaguing the state and pledged
to be a strong voice against "the anti-
people policies of the Congress
and the BRS."

Modi said that while the Congress
had promised change, the only visi-
ble transformation was the change in
the individuals wielding power and
not the condition of commoners. 

He also directed BJP cadres to
continue explaining the party’s
development agenda, urging them
to reach out to the people of
Telangana with a strong focus on
grassroots issues. The meeting
aimed to align the state leaders'
moves with 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Senior officials of the Telangana
Government met on Tuesday to
deliberate on the High Court’s
directives endorsing the Musi River
Revitalisation Project.

The meeting focussed on formu-
lating an action plan to comply
with the court’s orders, including
the removal of encroachments and
restoration of water resources.  

During the meeting, officials dis-
cussed strategies for enforcing the
judgement, including surveys to
identify encroachments, alternative
housing arrangements for dis-
placed individuals and ensuring
compliance with the 1,317 Fasli Act
and the Hyderabad Irrigation Act. 

The High Court, in its judge-
ment, dismissed 46 petitions chal-
lenging eviction notices issued
under the project. The court
backed the state’s efforts to reclaim
the Musi River’s buffer zones, full
tank level (FTL), and riverbed
areas from unauthorised buildings,
emphasizing the historical and
legal framework protecting water
resources in the region. 

The court referred to the cata-
strophic Musi floods of 1908,
which prompted the Nizam
administration to build Osman
Sagar and 

‘People already
fed up with TG
Congress govt’

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs, Bandi Sanjay Kumar,
has strongly criticised the Congress
Government in Telangana for its
handling of food safety in govern-

ment schools, alleging that the
negligence of the BRS admin con-
tinues unabated.

Posting on X, Sanjay pointed out
that food poisoning incidents remain
a recurring issue under the Congress
government, betraying the trust of
students and their families. 

“Telangana government school
students are still eating poison," he
stated and accused both the BRS
and Congress governments of
incompetence.

Sanjay argued that while the
Congress claimed to bring change,
the only change witnessed was the
change in power, with the plight of
schoolchildren remaining
unchanged.  He emphasised the
repeated failures of governments in
ensuring the safety of mid-day meals
for children, stating, "This is not just
a failure but a betrayal of trust."

Sanjay also raised questions about
the Congress government's ability to
govern effectively, 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The submission of the National
Dam Safety Authority (NDSA)
expert committee report on
Medigadda, Annaram and Sundilla
barrages has been delayed due to
incomplete tests and missing data
from the state government, said
Vedire Sriram, the Advisor to the
Union Jal Shakti Department.

Sriram gave these details through
an affidavit submitted before the
Justice PC Ghose Commission. 

The affidavit outlined issues con-
nected to the Kaleshwaram Project,
including aspects of planning and the
collapse of the Medigadda Dam’s
piers. The document also mentioned
recent developments and clarified
action taken by the authorities.

The NDSA gave its initial report
on November 3, 2023, after the piers
of the Medigadda Barrage sank.

Sriram said that the TG govern-
ment has not completed the geotech-

nical tests recommended by the
NDSA, leading to delays. He dis-
closed that state engineers had filled
potholes under the barrage without
the NDSA’s approval through grout-
ing. Critical geotechnical data under
the barrages has been lost complicat-

ing the assessment process, he said. 
The NDSA committee suggested

conducting geophysical tests at spe-
cific locations and submitting the
results for analysis. However, Sriram
pointed out that the NDSA has not
received any 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Telangana Minister for
Transport and BC Welfare, Ponnam
Prabhakar, sought the Centre’s sup-
port for transport and road safety
measures in the state.

Ponnam met the Union Minister
for Road Transport and Highways,
Nitin Gadkari, at his residence in
New Delhi on Wednesday.

During the meeting, Ponnam
highlighted the state’s initiatives in
road safety. He emphasised

Telangana's steps to streamline vehi-
cle registrations and the issuing of
driving licenses by integrating them
into the Vahan and Sarathi portals.

He also discussed the establish-
ment of vehicle scrapping facilities
and awareness campaigns on road
safety through children's traffic
awareness parks in schools. 

Two Registered Vehicle Scrapping
Facility (RVSF) centres have already
been approved in Telangana, and
administrative sanction has been
granted for establishing 37
Automated Vehicle Fitness Testing
Stations.

The Telangana Government has
also waived 100% road tax and reg-
istration fees for electric vehicles
purchased and registered in the state. 

Ponnam sought approval for sev-
eral projects, including setting up an
Institute of 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Bulgaria has expressed
interest in enhancing
bilateral ties with
Telangana,
f o c u s i n g
on trade
and cul-
tural col-
labora-
tion.

The Bulgarian Ambassador to
India, Dr Nikolay Yankov, met IT
and Industries Minister Duddilla
Sridhar Babu at the Secretariat on
Wednesday to discuss partner-
ships. Dr Yankov was accompanied
by Dr Kiran Kumar, the CEO of
Suchir India Infra and the
Honorary Consul of Bulgaria. 

During the meeting, Sridhar
welcomed the Ambassador’s pro-
posal for a shared platform to boost
trade and industrial investments
between Bulgaria and Telangana.

Highlighting Telangana's
strengths in innovation, pharma-
ceuticals and life sciences, Sridhar
invited Bulgarian firms to explore
opportunities in these sectors. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

BRS MLA Harish Rao lashed out at
the Congress Government, accusing
it of betraying farmers and celebrat-
ing the so-called ‘Farmers’ Festival’
as a cover-up.

He expressed strong dissatisfac-
tion, pointing to the unfulfilled
promises and pending funds due to
farmers while criticising the govern-
ment for what he termed a façade
of welfare programmes. 

“Are you celebrating the Farmers’
Festival, Revanth Reddy, to mark a
year of deceiving farmers? Or to

gloss over the fact
that you haven’t ful-
filled a single
promise from the
Warangal Farmers’
Declaration?" he
asked.

He said the
Congress govern-
ment had failed to
waive crop
loans fully,
d e l i v e r
R y t h u
Bharosa
funds, 

Bulgaria keen on
increasing trade
with TG: Sridhar State’s failure to submit

data delays NDSA report

KALESHWARAM PROJECT

Ponnam seeks Central help for TG’s
road safety, transport initiatives

‘Action plan to
enforce HC

orders on Musi’

Pay Rs 40,800 crore due to
farmers: Harish to govt

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Minister for Irrigation and Civil
Supplies, Capt. N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy, announced a comprehensive
plan to divert Godavari waters to
Singur, Manjeera and Nizamsagar
reservoirs to meet Hyderabad’s
drinking water requirements and to
expand irrigated area.

The announcement came during
a review at the Jalasoudha on irri-
gation and lift irrigation projects in
the erstwhile Medak district.

During the meeting, attended by

Health Minister Damodar Raja
Narasimha, former MLA T.
Jayaprakash Reddy, the Special
Secretary for Irrigation, Prashant
Jeevan Patil, and senior officials
including Engineers-in-Chief Anil
Kumar and Nagender Rao, Uttam
outlined the key initiatives aimed at
improving the water infrastructure
in the region.

He directed officials to finalise
plans for desilting the Singur reser-
voir to enhance its storage capaci-
ty, emphasising adherence to
Central 

Godavari water to meet Hyd’s
needs, irrigation: Uttam

NAVEENA GHANATE
naveena.ghanate@gmail.com
n HYDERABAD

The Pioneer embarked on a 55-
kilometer-long journey along
the Musi River on 22nd October
for exploration, accompanied by
hydrologist K Srinivas, a water
resources engineering expert
from IIT Bombay. This ground
report, with tell-tale pieces of
incontrovertible evidence, is
aimed at putting the state of this

river in perspective today as it
flows through Hyderabad, from
Gandipet to its exit at Gowrelli.
This is the first part of a series
of reports, focusing on the
upstream stretches of the Musi,
particularly from Gandipet to
Bapu Ghat, where the river's
natural beauty is scarred by pol-
lution, garbage, and encroach-
ments.  

The upstream stretch of the
Musi River in Hyderabad, par-
ticularly from its origins at

Gandipet and Himayath Sagar
to Bapu Ghat, reveals a tale of
striking contrasts. This portion
of the historic river retains
glimpses of its natural charm,
yet faces growing challenges
from pollution, garbage, and
encroachments that threaten
its ecological balance. 

In Hyderabad, the Musi
begins its journey at Gandipet,
where its natural riverbed
remains largely intact. Clear
banks, gentle slopes, and a

defined channel offer a rare
view of the river's original
form. However, even this pris-
tine environment is tainted by
piles of garbage, including dis-
carded furniture including
beds, clothes, and household
items. To the extent of its
untouched beauty, Gandipet
serves as 

UPSTREAM MUSI: WHERE DOOM AND DREAM CONVERGE 
T he 250-km-long Musi River, which originates

in the Anantagiri Hills, near Vikarabad, and
flows through the Deccan Plateau, is no

longer the historically bountiful river that once
flowed unpolluted east and then turned south at
Chittaloor, before joining the Krishna River at
Wadapally, enriching communities along its course.
A tributary of the Krishna River, the Musi River vir-

tually divides Hyderabad into the old and new city.
Today only some pockets around the Himayat Sagar
and the Osman Sagar -- dams constructed over the
river - retain a semblance of its pristine splendor.
The 20-km stretch of the river within Hyderabad is
highly polluted with domestic and industrial waste
as local communities brazenly use the riverbed for
bathing, washing clothes, cultivation, and grazing. 

Exclusive    
Ground 
Report 

Day1

Telangana Minister for Transport Ponnam Prabhakar met Central Minister Nitin Gadkari in
Delhi on Wednesday

FOOD SAFETY IN TELANGANA
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Gold medalist-turned-director, Suku
Purvaj taking Telugu cinema

BY STORM

Speculations gain
momentum in  

K’taka
‘INDIA
NEEDS QUANTUM LEAP IN 
SCALE, SIZE OF FISCAL BODIES’
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ALMANAC

Updated: November 27, 2024 5:00 PM

Forecast: Partly Cloudy
Temp: 28

oc

Humidity: 42%
Sunrise: 6:28 AM
Sunset: 5:40 PM

TODAY

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha

Tithi: 

Trayodashi: Nov 28 06:24 AM

to Nov 29 08:40 AM

Nakshatram: 

Chitra: Nov 27 04:34 AM

to Nov 28 07:36 AM

Swati: Nov 28 07:36 AM

to Nov 29 10:18 AM

Rahukalam: 1:27 PM to 2:50 PM

Yamagandam:  6:32 AM to 7:55 AM

Varjyam: 01:49 PM to 03:36 PM

Gulika: 9:18 AM to 10:41 AM

Amritakalam: 12:30 AM to 02:17 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:42 AM to 12:26 PM

PNS n NEW DELHI

Parliament failed to transact
any significant business on
the second day of the winter
session as protests by opposi-
tion members who were press-
ing for discussions on allega-
tions of irregularities against
the Adani Group, Sambhal
violence and other issues
rocked both Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha on Wednesday.

The two Houses were
adjourned once in the morn-
ing and later for the day amid
continuing uproar by opposi-
tion members.

Soon after the Lok Sabha
met, Speaker Om Birla took up
the Question Hour, but
adjourned the House proceed-
ings following sloganeering
by the opposition members.

They wanted to discuss the
allegations of irregularities
against the Adani group and
the recent violence in Sambhal

during a court-ordered survey
of a mosque. They trooped
into the Well of the House rais-
ing slogans as soon as the
House met again at 12 noon.

BJP member Dilip Saikia,
who was in the chair,
adjourned the proceedings for
the day after official papers
were laid on the table.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana Government will celebrate
the three-day Rythu Panduga (Farmers’
Festival) from Wednesday to November
30, with Mahbubnagar as the main venue.

The Telangana Government led by
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy has priori-
tised farmer welfare in its first year,
spending Rs 54,280 crore on various
schemes, CMO sources said. The event
aims to create awareness among farmers
about modern agriculture, profitable
farming and cropping strategies. 

The Agriculture Department, along
with allied departments, has made exten-
sive arrangements to ensure the active par-
ticipation of farmers from all districts. The
festival will have programmes to educate
farmers and to display best agricultural
practices. 

As part of the event, a Rythu Sadassu
(farmers’ conference) will be held featur-
ing 150 stalls set up under the supervision
of 25 different departments. Agricultural
scientists, model farmers from various dis-
tricts and representatives from universi-
ties and agriculture-related departments
will attend these sessions. 

The state has become a model for

farmer-friendly initiatives, registering a
record by cultivating paddy on 66.77 lakh
acres and harvesting 153 lakh tons of paddy.
The government waived crop loans up to
Rs 2 lakh taken by farmers having ration
cards and deposited Rs 17,870 crore into
the bank accounts of 22.22 lakh farmers.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy recent-
ly said in Vemulawada that all eligible
farmers would benefit from the loan
waivers including those without ration
cards.  The government has continued the
free electricity supply scheme for farmers
introduced by former Chief Minister YS
Rajasekhar Reddy by allocating Rs 10,444
crore this year as subsidies. 

SScchheemmee//EExxppeennssee AAmmoouunntt  
((RRss..  CCrr))

Farmer Loan Waiver 17,869
Rythu Bandhu 7,625
Rythu Bima 1,455
Crop Insurance 1,300
Free Electricity 10,444
2023-24 Paddy 
Procurement 10,547 
Current Season 
Paddy Procurement 5,040 

TToottaall 5544,,228800

Rs 54,280 crore spent on
farmers’ welfare: Govt

Three-day farmers’ fest begins in Telangana
PNS n HYDERABAD

TPCC chief Mahesh Kumar
Goud accused the erstwhile
BRS government of double
standards in the Nirmal dis-
trict ethanol factory contro-
versy. Speaking at the Gandhi
Bhavan on Wednesday, he
said that permissions for the
ethanol factory in
Dilawarpur were granted by
the BRS government, which
is now trying to mislead
farmers and the public.  

He said that the ethanol fac-
tory received approval on July
7, 2023, during the tenure of
the BRS government. He
revealed that the factory, oper-
ated by PMK Distillations, had
Talasani Saikiran Yadav, son of
former BRS Minister Talasani
Srinivas Yadav, as its Director.
The Disaster Response
Department had granted per-
missions, including approval
to use 18.351 MCAT of water,
Mahesh said.

PNS n HYDERABAD

BRS Working President KT
Rama Rao announced the
launch of the ‘Gurukula Bata’
programme, aimed at investi-
gating the alarming state of
government residential
schools, KGBVs and model
schools across Telangana.

The programme, which will
run from November 30 to
December 7, seeks to assess
the conditions of these insti-
tutions, following reports of
gross negligence, student
deaths and recurring food
poisoning incidents under
Congress rule. KTR expressed
anguish over the tragic deaths
of 48 students in 38 incidents
of food poisoning in a year.

“This government has

pushed education into a crisis.
The Chief Minister, preoccu-
pied with his 28 trips to New
Delhi, has no time for stu-
dents. The absence of a dedi-
cated education minister has
made the situation worse,”
KTR said, holding the
Congress admin accountable
for "criminal negligence." 

He criticised the Congress
Government for its failure to
act on repeated incidents of
student distress. He pointed
out that last year 23 students
committed suicide, eight died
under suspicious circum-
stances and many others due
to food poisoning and illness.

"Despite these heart-break-
ing incidents, the government
has done nothing to address
these issues," KTR said.  

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court has
asserted its jurisdiction over all
lakes in Hyderabad, mandating
the determination of Full Tank
Levels (FTLs) and buffer zones for
all water bodies coming under the
jurisdiction of the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Development
Authority (HMDA).

The decision came during a
hearing on a petition seeking to
prevent construction in the

buffer zone of the Ramamma
Pond. In July, the TG govern-
ment had informed the court
that there are 3,532 ponds under
the HMDA’s purview. The court
has now ordered that the FTLs
and buffer zones should be
determined for all water bodies.
During the latest hearing, the
HMDA Commissioner
informed the court that prelim-
inary notifications have been
issued for 2,793 ponds, while
final notifications have been

completed for 530 ponds.
The court directed the

HMDA to complete issuing
final notifications for all ponds
in Hyderabad, specifying their
FTLs and buffer zones, with-
in three months. The High
Court adjourned the matter to
December 30, reiterating the
importance of safeguarding
the city’s water bodies from
encroachments and ensuring
adherence to environmental
regulations.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The comprehensive socio-eco-
nomic, educational, employ-
ment, political and caste census
survey in Telangana is 95% over
as of Tuesday. Of the total
1,18,02,726 identified house-
holds, data collection has been
completed for 1,10,98,360 house-
holds, leaving only 7,04,366
households to be surveyed.

The authorities have been

closely monitoring the process
to ensure accurate computer-
isation of the data, says a press
release from the Special
Commissioner of Information
and Public Relations.

Officials have already com-
puterised information for
29,82,034 households, with strict
measures in place to ensure
accuracy. Mulugu district has
taken the lead in data comput-
erisation, completing 70.3% of

the process, followed by Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri district with 59.8%.
In GHMC limits, significant
progress has been made. Out of
25,05,517 households to be sur-
veyed, 20,15,965 have been cov-
ered, achieving 80.5% comple-
tion. Efforts are underway to
speed up the process and meet
the deadline. State and district-
level authorities are supervising
the computerisation process
meticulously. 

Congress gets ready for Mahbubnagar Farmers’ Fest
PNS n HYDERABAD

The TPCC held a Zoom meeting under
the leadership of TPCC President Mahesh
Kumar Goud to discuss preparations for
the farmers’ festival scheduled in
Mahbubnagar on November 30.

The meeting, attended by Agriculture
Minister Tummala Nageshwar Rao,

Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka
Mallu, and Mahesh Kumar Goud focused
on the key initiatives to make the event
a grand success. 

Mahesh praised the Congress govern-
ment’s achievements over the past year,
highlighting that no other state govern-
ment has undertaken such ‘monumental’
programmes. Opposition protests rock Parliament

on 2nd day of winter session

Talasani
connected to

Nirmal ethanol
factory: Mahesh

BRS plans ‘Gurukula Bata’
from Nov 30 to Dec 7

HC sets deadline for determining
FTLs of Hyd water bodies

Caste survey 95 % over, nearing completion

Continued from page 1
or even purchase crops at

minimum support prices forc-
ing farmers into distress. 

He highlighted the tragic
deaths of 563 farmers over the
past year and held the Congress
responsible for their plight.
He accused the government of
reneging on its commitments,
such as crop bonuses, support
for tenant farmers, and aid for
agricultural labourers. 

Citing the government’s
claims of spending Rs 54,280
crore on farmer welfare, he dis-
missed the figure as inflated.

“Of this amount, Rs 27,486
crore was allocated for pro-

grammes like Rythu Bima,
free electricity and paddy pro-
curement which were initiated
by the BRS government. Any
government would have had to
continue these schemes," he
stated. 

Harish demanded that the
Congress government address
its actual financial obligations
to farmers, which he estimat-
ed at Rs 40,800 crore. This
includes Rs 14,000 crore for
pending loan waiver, Rs 7,500
crore for Kharif Rythu Bandhu,
Rs 3,000 crore for tenant farm-
ers, Rs 16,000 crore for agricul-
tural labourers, Rs 3,000 crore
for crop bonuses and Rs 11,700

crore for crop losses due to
unseasonal rains 

“If you truly care about
farmers, release the pending Rs
40,800 crore along with Rabi
season’s Rythu Bharosa imme-
diately. Then celebrate your
festival," he said.  He accused
the Congress of using farmers
for electoral gains and criti-
cised its failure to ensure fair
crop prices, provide adequate
procurement centres or prop-
er compensation for losses.

He concluded by calling the
Farmers’ Festival an insult to
the farmers who have been let
down by the Congress govern-
ment. 

Pay Rs 40,800 crore ...

Continued from page 1

citing its inability to address even
basic responsibilities like providing
safe food for children.  "Are our chil-
dren destined to suffer because
both the BRS and Congress govern-
ments lack the basic competence to
provide safe food? Power changed
hands, but negligence stayed the
same," he remarked. 

The BJP leader also called on the
Congress government to take imme-
diate action to address the issue of
food poisoning in schools. He urged
them to prioritize the safety and well-
being of children, stating that the
negligence reflects poorly on the
administration’s capability to lead the
state. Sanjay’s comments come in the
context of the recent food poison-
ing incidents in government schools,
which have sparked outrage among
parents and opposition parties alike.

The BJP has demanded stricter
measures to ensure food safety in
schools and prevent harm to stu-
dents. 

Congress govt ...
Continued from page 1

Himayat Sagar reservoirs for flood control and
water supply. These measures were complement-
ed by the enactment of the 1317 Fasli Act 8, which
categorized all water bodies and related structures
as government property. 

Despite these laws, the court noted widespread
encroachments on water bodies and riverbeds,
including unauthorized religious and private
buildings. It highlighted the subsequent Hyderabad
Irrigation Act of 1357 Fasli, introduced in 1948,
which strengthened protection for water resources
and vested enforcement powers with government
irrigation officers. The High Court issued sever-
al key directives like to serve notices and to remove
encroachments in the Musi River’s buffer zones,
FTL and riverbed. The HC also asked the admin
to survey affected residents and provide alterna-
tive housing form them as per state regulations. 

The HC also asked the admin to compensate
individuals with valid title deeds for acquired land
and to strictly adhere to timelines for clearing
encroachments.  The HC also directed municipal
authorities to consider its guidelines from previ-
ous judgments while addressing stay or injunction
requests. Petitioners and encroachers were
instructed not to block government surveys. 

‘Action plan to ...

Continued from page 1

Driving Training and Research
(IDTR) in the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Area as per the
15th Finance Commission rec-
ommendations.

He also sought help for
establishing a multi-lane auto-
mated vehicle fitness testing
station and establishing an
integrated command control
centre to monitor public trans-
port vehicles to ensure road
safety.  He also requested help
to deploy electronic enforce-
ment measures in the
Hyderabad region for auto-
matic e-challan generation on
national and state highways. 

The Minister requested the
transfer of vehicle data to the
national register maintained by
the NIC, with special teams
assigned to speed up the

process without data loss.
He also requested funds for

providing advanced training
for MVI and AMVI officers
and help for automating the 21
driving testing tracks in the
state to improve efficiency. 

Pointing out the growing
demand for EV charging stations,
Ponnam sought the Centre’s
help to establish such facilities
and expand technical infrastruc-
ture. He also urged Gadkari to
allocate funds for converting
single-lane roads to double-lane
in his constituency Husnabad. 

The meeting was attended by
MPs Mallu Ravi, Balram Naik,
Raghuram Reddy, Gaddam
Vamshi Krishna and Suresh
Shetkar, who supported the
Minister’s proposals and stressed
their importance in enhancing
transport infrastructure and
road safety in Telangana. 

Ponnam seeks  ...

Godavari ...
Continued from page 1

Water Resources
Commission guidelines and
employing advanced tech-
nology for the process.

He stressed the need for
immediate execution to
guarantee uninterrupted
water supply to Hyderabad.

Uttam also called for speed-
ing up the pending works on
the Basaveshwara and
Sangameshwara lift irrigation
schemes and asked officials to
launch the process to invite
tenders for canal lining under
the Singur reservoir system.

He reviewed the progress of
the Pedda Reddypalli lift irri-
gation project, estimated at Rs
660 crore, and proposed that
the foundation stone for the
project be laid by December.
He announced the resump-
tion of Package 19A works,
which had been halted mid-
way at a cost of Rs 600 crore
and urged officials to acceler-
ate works under Packages 17,
18 and 19 to ensure timely
project completion.

Uttam also approved
repairs for 38 minor irriga-
tion tanks and the Nallavagu
Medium Project canal in
Narayankhed. 

‘People already ...
Continued from page 1

the national vision for
progress. The delegation of
the Telangana BJP, including
eight Lok Sabha MPs, eight
MLAs, one Rajya Sabha MP
and one MLC, met Prime
Minister Modi under the
leadership of Telangana BJP
President Union Minister
Kishan Reddy. 

During the meeting, the
delegation discussed key state
issues, development challenges
and the party's prospects in
Telangana. The meeting
stressed the BJP’s commitment
to strengthening the state’s
development trajectory and
addressing regional concerns.  

Bulgaria keen on  ...
Continued from page 1

Dr Nikolay Yankov expressed appreciation
for Telangana’s initiatives and proposed a fol-
low-up meeting with representatives from
both sides. He emphasised Bulgaria’s com-
mitment to fostering growth through coop-
eration in trade and cultural exchange. 

The meeting also saw the participation of
Industries Commissioner Dr Malsoor and
TSIIC CEO V. Madhusudan, underlining the
state’s focus on building robust ties.  

State’s failure  ...
Continued from page 1

data from the state government. "Once the
required data is submitted, the NDSA will deliv-
er its report within two months," Sriram said. 

The affidavit highlighted the urgency of coop-
eration between the state government and the
NDSA to speed up the report and address struc-
tural issues in the barrages.

The matter gained attention due to its impli-
cations on dam safety and the potential risks
posed to downstream areas.  

T
he United States' legal
action against the Adani
Group has sent shock-

waves through global financial
and political circles, unveiling
allegations of financial and
ethical misconduct. At the
heart of this unfolding contro-
versy lies a contentious solar
power agreement between the
erstwhile YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy-led Andhra Pradesh
government and the Solar
Energy Corporation of India
(SECI). This deal is now mired
in suspicion, with explosive
claims that Adani either paid
or pledged a staggering Rs
1,750 crore as an 'incentive' to
the then Andhra Pradesh
regime. These allegations spot-
light larger issues of corrup-
tion, accountability, and the
opaque nexus between politics
and big business.

The alleged kickbacks and the
solar power deal

The Andhra Pradesh gov-

ernment signed a 7-megawatt
solar power agreement with
SECI, involving the Adani
Group as a key stakeholder.
Allegations suggest that this
deal came with a hefty price: Rs
1,750 crore, purportedly
offered as a ‘kickback’ to facil-
itate the agreement. Such a fig-
ure is unprecedented and
mind-boggling, shedding light
on how large-scale corruption
may have influenced a vital
public sector project.

For a state like Andhra
Pradesh, already grappling
with financial constraints,
entering into such a costly
agreement without due dili-
gence has profound implica-
tions. The real burden, howev-
er, will ultimately fall on the
people of Andhra Pradesh,
who are likely to face steep
power tariffs in the years to
come as a result of this ques-
tionable deal. The very pur-
pose of solar energy as a cost-
effective and sustainable solu-

tion is undermined when such
allegations of corruption sur-
face.

While national and interna-
tional media have zeroed in on
Adani, portraying the compa-
ny as the bribe giver, the ques-
tion of accountability for the
bribe takers remains conspic-
uously unanswered. Among
them, the spotlight inevitably
falls on the Andhra Pradesh
government and key officials
who may have facilitated this
deal. The identity of ‘AP

Official #1’—a term used to
hint at the highest echelons of
the state administration—is
yet to be disclosed, but suspi-
cions naturally circle around
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy’s
administration.

The lack of inquiry into the
state government’s role is per-
plexing. It highlights a trou-
bling asymmetry in the focus
of investigations, with the bribe
givers facing scrutiny while the
bribe takers remain largely
unscathed.

The Modi government’s
ambivalence

A striking element of this
saga is the apparent reluc-
tance of the Modi govern-
ment to push Indian investiga-
tive agencies into action.
Adani’s alleged proximity to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been a subject of
considerable debate. Critics

argue that this relationship is
the primary reason why central
agencies have not been
instructed to probe the allega-
tions thoroughly.

The inaction speaks vol-
umes about the selective appli-
cation of justice in cases involv-
ing influential individuals or
entities. The Modi govern-
ment’s silence, despite the grav-
ity of the allegations, raises
questions about its commit-
ment to transparency and anti-
corruption.

Andhra Pradesh’s peculiar
political silence

Interestingly, the alliance
government in Andhra
Pradesh, comprising the YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP),
Telugu Desam Party (TDP),
and Jana Sena, appears equal-
ly uninterested in addressing
the issue. Neither the TDP nor
the Jana Sena has shown any
inclination to initiate an
inquiry, fearing repercussions

from the central government.
Their reluctance stems from a
desire not to ruffle feathers in
Delhi, especially given Adani’s
perceived clout with the Modi
administration.

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy,
who is viewed as the most like-
ly recipient of the alleged
Adani kickbacks, remains non-
chalant. His confidence seem-
ingly stems from the belief that
he will not be held accountable,
given Adani’s role as a ‘shield’
against legal consequences.
Such a scenario creates a dan-
gerous precedent where polit-
ical leaders feel emboldened to
act without fear of retribution.

The people pay the price
The most disheartening

aspect of this issue is its impact
on the people of Andhra
Pradesh. The state’s residents
are set to bear the financial
brunt of this flawed agreement
through inflated power tariffs.
Solar energy, touted as a solu-

tion to reduce costs and depen-
dency on fossil fuels, has
become an economic burden
due to alleged corruption.

Ideally, the state govern-
ment should take immediate
action to investigate the mat-
ter and ensure that public
interest is safeguarded.
However, the peculiar political
situation, where no party wants
to antagonize the central gov-
ernment or the Adani Group,
has left the issue in limbo. This
abdication of responsibility by
both the ruling and opposition
parties is a betrayal of public
trust.

The Adani case and its ram-
ifications on Andhra Pradesh’s
solar power agreement reveal
a troubling nexus of politics,
business, and corruption. The
silence of both state and cen-
tral governments on this issue
is a stark reminder of the
challenges India faces in
ensuring accountability in
public life.

RAMESH KANDULA

Chief Editor Swatantra TV
and author

The Andhra Pradesh government
signed a 7-megawatt solar power
agreement with SECI, involving the
Adani Group as a key stakeholder.
Allegations suggest that this deal
came with a hefty price: Rs 1,750
crore, purportedly offered as a
'kickback' to facilitate the agreement

Adani scam: How political nexus lets the guilty evade justice
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a grim reminder of what happens when people start dis-
regarding natural resources. 

The hydrologist Srinivas said, "What we see is a nat-
ural river bed and is not disturbed heavily. The banks
are clearly distinguished and a proper channel of river.
The flow channel is also clear. The slopes contain the
flood during higher flows which is the natural condi-
tion of river." 

At Himayath Sagar, where another branch of the Musi
originates, the river retains its natural conditions with
visible slopes and depressions. Yet, the air here is thick
with the stench of decomposing waste, with miscella-
neous objects such as helmets, wedding trash, and other
refuse lining the banks. The growing pollution overshad-
ows the serene beauty of this upstream stretch, under-
scoring the urgent need for intervention.  

A foundation stone laid in 2012 by the then home min-
ister Sabita Indira Reddy for BT road stands next to Musi
at Kismathpur, Rajendranagar. Let alone the BT road,
there is a graveyard and right next to it a huge luxury

apartment is being constructed. Visible, graveyard and
the Giridhar Propera - a luxury apartment are in the
buffer zone, right next to each other. The gated commu-
nity is next to Musi and graveyard. In Rajendra Nagar,
the river faces a different challenge-an invasion of water
hyacinth. This stretch of the Musi is choked with the
plant, reducing its flow to a near standstill. While this
section is free from encroachments, looming luxury
apartments near the buffer zone threaten its stability. 

Srinivas observed, "Musi River is coming from
Himayath Sagar at Kismatpur. Inside the river, there are
no encroachments but the river doesn't have any flows
and filled with algae and water hyacinth".

Unchecked urban development here could tip the bal-
ance irreversibly.  The check dam at Upparpally offers
a peaceful retreat, a stark contrast to the polluted stretch-
es downstream. The dam retains water from Himayath
Sagar, creating a small waterfall and deep pools. This spot,
still untouched by urban chaos, attracts children from
nearby areas.  People from the vicinity spend time here
enjoying the peace surrounding the stretch fo the river.
However, experts fear that the lack of maintenance and

growing urban pressures could soon rob Upparpally of
its serene charm.  

The hydrologist said, "Water is deep here. It is a check
dam constructed on Musi, which is stopping the water
coming from Himayath Sagar. There is a spill way, the
excess water is going into Musi River".

As the Musi reaches Bapu Ghat, its problems inten-
sify. The site, which marks the confluence of water from
Himayath Sagar and Osman Sagar, is overwhelmed by
encroachments. Towering apartments and commercial
establishments stand openly in the river's buffer zone.
The air is filled with a pungent stench, a mix of decay-
ing waste and untreated sewage, making it difficult to
appreciate the location's historical significance. Plans for
the tallest Gandhi statue here are underway, but the river's
deteriorating state casts a shadow over the project.  From
Bapu Ghat, apartments and gated communities built
years ago including the likes of Rajapusha, are visible.
A proper life has been established along the banks at
Attapur area abutting Musi with several residential apart-
ments, including Pearl Heights and Rajapushpa's Silicon
Ridge. For the upstream, the hydrologist recommend-

ed, the need for immediate actions to protect and restore
the upstream stretches of the Musi River:  Regular
cleanup drives are essential at Gandipet and Himayath
Sagar to preserve their natural flow. Removing water
hyacinth from Rajendra Nagar can improve water flow
and ecological health. Strict action against encroach-
ments, especially near Bapu Ghat, is critical to restore
the river's width and flow.  Awareness campaigns and
public participation can foster a sense of responsibility
for the river.   

Despite its challenges, the upstream Musi holds the
potential for revival. With timely interventions, this his-
torically significant river can once again flow as a source
of pride for Hyderabad and its people.  

(to be continued)
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Cultural Programmes 

By Arshi Dance Academy

Venue

Ravindra Bharathi, 
Near State Assembly,

Lakdikapul Road,
November 28, at 6.10 pm

Weekend kids
cooking camp

Master cooking and bak-
ing in 09 fun weekends

Venue

Culinary Guru Institute,
Hyderabad.

Till January 11, 2025. 

03
Annual Day

Celebrations 

Slate The School

Venue

Ravindra Bharathi 
Near State Assembly,

Lakdikapul Road, 
November 28

Arijit Singh 
Live in concert

HSBC presale is live for
now. General sale on

October 23, 1 pm. Get
tickets only on insider.in

and paytm.

Venue

Concert in Hyderabad
on December 7.

Texture art 
workshop 

This workshop is suit-
able for artists of all lev-
els, from beginners look-
ing to explore new artis-
tic horizons to seasoned

artists seeking to
enhance their skills and

repertoire.

Venue

Multiple venues in
Hyderabad 

till December 8

Live Performance 

By Samarth Band 

Venue

Amnesia - Lounge Bar
1102, 5th Floor 36, Jaya

Chambers, 
Rd Number 41, CBI
Colony, Jubilee Hills

November 28

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Drugs Control
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
(DCA) of Telangana
has seized a massive
stock of antibiotics
worth Rs 1.33 crore
from the manufac-
turing facility of
Jodas Expoim locat-
ed at Biotech Park,
Karakapatla, Siddipet
district. 
The seizure was
made following the
discovery of unau-
thorised packing and
fraudulent export
activities.

The DCA offi-
cials raided the man-
ufacturing unit at
Biotech Park and
found significant
quantities of antibi-
otics in the finished
goods warehouse. 

The company was
found to be in viola-
tion of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940.

During the raid,
officials discovered
that a batch of
Ampicillin +

Sulbactam 1000 mg
+ 500 mg injections,
consisting of 38,175
vials was falsely
labeled as being
manufactured by
Jodas Expoim when
in reality, it had been
produced at Indian
Genomix,  a separate
facility in Medchal-
Malkajgiri district,
Telangana. 

The antibiotics,
which were meant
for export to Russia
were incorrectly
labeled and falsely
claimed as products
of Jodas Expoim.

Further investi-
gation revealed that
other antibiotic sim-
ilar stocks had been
exported to Russia
between October and
November 2024
under fraudulent
claims of manufac-
turing by Jodas
Expoim. 

These antibiotics
were in fact pro-
duced by other phar-
maceutical compa-
nies.

Huge stock of
antibiotics worth

Rs 1.33 crore seized 

NOC issued for 31.39-acre land
in Nampally for OGH construction

PNS n HYDERABAD

Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) Standing
Committee has approved nine
items on Wednesday chaired by
Mayor Gadwal Vijayalakshmi.

During the meeting, the com-
mittee approved most of the
urgent items such as issuance of
an NOC for the 31.39-acre land
in Nampally Ward 45 for the con-
struction of the Osmania General
Hospital including police quar-
ters, stadiums, basketball and
badminton courts.

The committee approved the
construction of a box drain for
the extension of the Nagamaiah
Kunta Nala, with an estimated
cost of Rs 3 crore using the left-
over funds from the Rs  19.34
crore earlier project.

The committee approved the
acquisition of 174 properties for
the road development from
Habib Nagar to Chandrayangutta
Main Road and from Riyasath

Nagar to Papa Lal temple.
The committee granted per-

mission for the Lighthouse
Community Foundation to con-
duct a Skill Development
Programme for unemployed
youth and backward women in
the slum areas near Mallepally
Model Market building for one
year.  An approval for the revised
proposal for the widening of the
road from 24 meters to 30
meters, including the acquisition
of 6 properties which will be rec-

ommended by the GHMC
Commissioner to the State gov-
ernment.

The committee approved Rs
2 lakh worth of sports materials
for organising sports events in
each of the 150 GHMC wards.
The other three approvals were
regarding GHMC finances,  a
computer operator working at
the GHMC Mayor's camp office
and the approval of an addition-
al post in the Secunderabad
Zone.

GHMC STANDING COMMITTEE APPROVALS 

Mayor Gadwal Vijayalakshmi and Commissioner K Ilambarithi at the Standing
Committee meeting on Wednesday

PNS n HYDERABAD

In response to complaints from
locals regarding encroachments
on lakes,  HYDRAA
Commissioner Ranganath con-
ducted an on-site inspection on
Wednesday. 

He visited several lakes, includ-
ing Nizam Talab Lake (Turak
Cheruvu) in Nizampet, Medi
Kunta Lake in Madhapur, Yee
Dulakunta, Neknampur Lake in
Narsingi, Vanam Cheruvu in
Tellapur, Chellikunta and Mella
Cheruvu. During the visit, sever-
al local residents lodged com-
plaints about encroachments on
the lakes.

The locals submitted petitions
requesting the restoration of the
lakes and provided details about
their history. They also raised
concerns that the beautification of
the lakes, such as constructing
fences around them, is being
used as an excuse to encroach on
the buffer zones.

Further complaints were made
about sewage from gated commu-
nities flowing into the lakes, caus-

ing pollution. 
In response, Commissioner

Ranganath assured the locals that
steps would be taken to prevent
further encroachments on the
lakes. He instructed officials to
gather full details on the lakes and

ensure that no encroachments
occur. 

He also assured the public that
after a comprehensive review,
necessary action would be taken
to preserve the lakes and prevent
encroachment.

HYDRAA Commissioner inspects
lakes amidst land-grab complaints

7 booked for illegal water
connections in Shamshabad

The Hyderabad Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(HMWSSB) has filed criminal cases
against seven individuals for illegally
obtaining water connections without
proper authorisation. The accused,
residents of Kumari Basti, Yadav Basti
and Kappugadda areas under the
Shamshabad section of O&M Division
No. 18, were found to have two water
connections each, one of which
lacked necessary documentation. The
individuals identified as B Ravi, B
Krishna, B Kumar, B Anjaiah,
Mahboobi, K Balaraj and T Bhaskar
failed to provide valid certificates for
one of their connections during a field
inspection conducted by HMWSSB
officials. HMWSSB has issued a stern
warning to residents, stating that any
unauthorised water or sewerage
connections will result in criminal
prosecution. Citizens are urged to
report such illegal activities to the
HMWSSB vigilance team at
9989998100 or 9989987135.  

Woman dies
after falling

from 
ninth floor 

PNS n HYDERABAD

A woman died under suspi-
cious circumstances after
falling from the ninth floor of
My Home Bhooja Apartments
in Raidurgam.

Raidurgam inspector
Venkanna explained to The
Pioneer that Rajesh Babu (54),
a resident in the ninth floor of
My Home Bhooja Apartments,
was connected with Ashvita
Singh from Odisha for surro-
gacy purposes. In the process,
Ashvita was not allowed to go
outside. She resisted to help the
person for surrogacy and
planned to leave. While on her
escape from the floor she
slipped to death, said the
Raidurgam Police. A case has
been registered.

Task Force seizes
9 kgs of ganja
from delivery boy
PNS n HYDERABAD

In a joint operation, the
Commissioner's Task Force,
West Zone team, and Banjara
Hills Police apprehended one
individual for possession of 9
kilograms of dry ganja and
arrested seven consumers
who had purchased the nar-
cotic substance. The accused,
identified as Santhosh Kumar
Rout, a 25-year-old Swiggy
delivery agent and a native of
Odisha, was caught based
on credible information.  

Santhosh Kumar Rout,
originally from Kendjahar
district in Odisha, came to
Hyderabad in 2021. Initially
working as a security guard
and delivery agent, his
income proved insufficient
for his needs. Seeking an
easier source of income, he
came in contact with Govind,
a known ganja peddler from
Odisha. Santhosh purchased
the narcotics from Govind
and transported approxi-
mately 9 kilograms of ganja
to Hyderabad by train. 

Cyber Crime unit refunds Rs 8.46 L
to victims in two online fraud cases

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad City Cyber
Crime unit successfully
refunded Rs 8,46,227 to vic-
tims of two separate online
fraud cases. The victims, both
housewives from Hyderabad,
had been cheated in scams
involving fake job offers and
investment schemes.  

In the first case (Cr. No.
2039/2024), a 52-year-old
woman was defrauded by
scammers posing as represen-
tatives of IBU Consulting Pvt.
Ltd., UK. The fraudsters con-
vinced her to transfer Rs
4,22,560 for a fake job and
work visa. The Cyber Crime
unit, led by Inspector K Prasad
Rao and Sub-Inspectors
Yadagiri D Shekar and R
Murali froze the fraudulent
amount, guided the victim to
file a petition in court and
ensured the entire amount
was refunded to her bank
account.  

In the second case (Cr. No.
2958/2024), a 49-year-old
woman lost Rs 7,65,110 in a

part-time job and investment
scam. Fraudsters lured her
with promises of high returns,
convincing her to transfer the
amount to their accounts. 

The investigation team,
including Inspector K. Prasad
Rao and Sub-Inspectors Uma
and D Shekar, froze a portion
of the fraudulent funds and
facilitated the refund of Rs
4,23,667 to the complainant's
account.  

The Cyber Crime unit has
issued a public advisory to
warn citizens about the rising
menace of fake online job
offers and investment

schemes. Scammers often use
platforms like Telegram,
WhatsApp, Instagram and
Facebook to promote fraudu-
lent apps and websites. These
schemes promise high returns,
use fake profit screenshots
and sometimes transfer small
amounts to victims' accounts
to gain their trust.  

Citizens are advised to be
cautious of offers like "Work
from Home," "Click & Rate,"
and "Earn Easily."  

Avoid sharing financial or
personal details without veri-
fication.  

Check for SEBI endorse-
ments when dealing with
investment platforms.  

The Cyber Crime unit
emphasised the importance of
reporting such incidents
immediately. Victims can
reach out to the helpline num-
ber 1930 or report through the
National Cyber Crime
Reporting Portal (cyber-
crime.gov.in). Prompt report-
ing increases the chances of
recovering funds put on hold
by scammers.  

HC flays authorities
over midday meal

incidents 
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court has
expressed strong disapproval
of repeated incidents of stu-
dents falling ill after consum-
ing midday meals at a govern-
ment school in Maganoor in
Narayanpet district.  

"How can school officials be
so negligent while children are
repeatedly falling sick? This is
a serious issue," the court
remarked during the hearing
of a Public Interest Litigation
(PIL).  

The PIL raised concerns
about the lack of hygiene and
quality in midday meals
served in government schools.
The court noted that three
such incidents were reported
within a week and questioned,
"Are officials waiting for chil-
dren to die before taking
action?"  

The court also criticised
the Advocate General (AG) for
taking a week to verify infor-
mation from district officials,
remarking, "Do officials only
work when the court inter-
venes?"  

The AG confirmed that the
students' illness was caused by
consuming 'kurkure' snacks.
The court has directed author-
ities to submit a detailed report
on the actions taken and
ordered investigations into
similar incidents in Maganoor,
Karimnagar and Burugupally.  

The next hearing has been
scheduled for Monday.

UPSTREAM MUSI: WHERE DOOM AND DREAM CONVERGE 
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Munugode MLA Komatireddy Raj Gopal Reddy inaugurating the
newly constructed school building complex at Surveyal village in
Yadadri Bhuvanagiri district on Wednesday

Govt will improve educational
infrastructure: Rajgopal Reddy
PNS n YADADRI BHUVANAGIRI

In Surveyal village under
Samsthan Narayanapur man-
dal, the newly constructed
school building complex was
inaugurated with a traditional
Purnakumbham welcome. The
event was attended by the
Gurukula School management
and local dignitaries.

Munugode MLA
Komatireddy Rajagopal Reddy
paid floral tribute at the statue
of  Maddi Narayan Reddy, who
donated land for the school. He
also paid floral tributes at the
statues of BR Ambedkar, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and Abdul
Kalam. The newly inaugurated
school buildings were con-
structed at an estimated cost of
Rs 18.61 crore, with addition-
al furniture worth Rs 1 crore. 

Following the inauguration,
the MLA lit the ceremonial
lamp to officially commence the

school activities.
During the event, the MLA

expressed his views on educa-
tion and its importance for
social progress. He stated that
the Telangana government is
striving to build world-class
education system in the state.

Referring to the Surveyal
Gurukula School, he highlight-
ed its significant history and
reputation, noting that the
school has a distinguished place
in the country, setting high edu-
cational standards.

He also praised Maddi
Narayan Reddy for his gener-
ous contribution of 44 acres of
land for the school, calling it an
act of great generosity.

He commended the
Congress government for its
efforts to improve the educa-
tional infrastructure in
Telangana under the leadership
of Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy.

Constable saves
youth’s life by
conducting CPR
PNS n SIDDIPET

Life of a 32-year-old man
who attempted suicide by
hanging himself at his house
at Jagdevpur in Siddipet dis-
trict has been saved by police
constable Lingam. Thanks
to timely response from the
constable who conducted
cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion, the youth’s life was
saved.

The youth was identified as
Vanteru Sandeep Reddy (32)
has been facing financial
problems. On Tuesday night
he attempted suicide.

On a tip off, Blue Colts
constable Lingam rushed to
the spot and broke open the
doors and lowered the body
from the noose. 

The constable who found
Sandeep Reddy’s pulse faint
conducted the CPR on the
latter helping him regain
consciousness.

The youth was rushed to
the Government Hospital at
Gajwel and later taken to a
private Hospital in
Hyderabad. The doctors at
the private hosptial describe
the patient’s condition now as
stable.

His family members and
villagers praised the consta-
ble Lingam in helping
Sandeep regain conscious-
ness.

TRIBAL WELFARE SCHOOL STUDENT’S DEATH

PNS n KUMRAM BHEEM
ASIFABAD

Students, under the banner
of the Student Joint Action
Committee (JAC), staged a
protest on Wednesday in
front of the Collectorate,
demanding justice for the
family  of  s tudent  Ch
Shailaja, who died due to
food poisoning. Various stu-
dent organisations had called
for a shutdown of education-
al institutions.

When student leaders and
activists attempted to lay
siege to the Collectorate, the
police  inter vened and
stopped them. 

As a result, the protesting
students sat in front of the
Collectorate gate, chanting
slogans against the govern-
ment, demanding justice for
Shailaja's family.

During the protest, district

leaders of the All India
Students Federation (AISF)
and KVP Students Union,
Chiranjeevi and Durgam
Dinkar, alleged that due to
the lack of proper supervi-
sion by relevant officials,
s tudents  in Gurukula
Schools and Ashram schools
have been suffering from
food poisoning. 

They accused the wardens
and headmasters of provid-
ing substandard food items
to students. 

They further demanded
that the government pro-
vide a job to a family mem-
ber of Shailaja, a compensa-
tion of Rs 50 lakh, and five
acres of land.

They also called for a
comprehensive investigation
into the food poisoning inci-
dents in the hostels and
strict action against those
responsible.

PNS n NIRMAL

After two months of protest, people
erupted in joy on Wednesday at
Dilawarpur village in the district with
the State government issuing orders
halting the construction of an ethanol
factory.

Farmers announced the withdrawal
of the two-year-old agitation after
District Collector Abhilasha Abhinav
assured the people that the construction
of the factory was stopped.

Following the announcement, cele-
brations erupted in the village. The
farmers urged the government to can-
cel the permission granted to the
ethanol factory.

On Wednesday morning, farmers in
the village expressed that the mistakes
made by the previous government had
posed a major problem for the Congress
government. Several villagers pointed
out that the actions of the ruling party
had caused unrest in four villages.
Villagers strongly criticised former
minister Indrakaran Reddy and current
MLA Maheshwar Reddy, blaming them
for causing sleepless nights in otherwise
peaceful villages.

In the green crop fields, factory, if
established, would have wreaked havoc,
the farmers said. The people in three

villages spent sleepless nights, worry-
ing about their fate. The peaceful life of
the villagers in their serene surround-
ings had been disrupted. The villagers
had been protesting for over a year,
opposing the establishment of the fac-
tory because of the fear that the ethanol
factory would release toxic air pollutants
and it would lead to soil degradation.

The Collector reported the situation
to the Chief Minister's Office. Upon
learning of the situation, the govern-
ment immediately issued orders halt-
ing the factory's operations.

CELEBRATIONS ERUPT IN DILAWARPUR VILLAGE

Govt halts ethanol factory in Nirmal district

District Collector Abhilasha Abhinav

SP urges people to maintain peace

N
irmal District
Superintendent of Police G

Janaki Sharmila has
emphasised that no matter
how big the problem is, it can
be resolved through
negotiations and that acting
out of anger only leads to
complications of the problem.
She pointed out that Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy's
response to the Dilawarpur
incident and his directive to
the officials to ensure that farmers'
concerns are addressed led to the
resolution of the problem. She also said
Minister Seethakka’s proactive role
contributed to the resolution of the issue,
stating that her initiative was crucial in
finding a solution.
The villagers resorted to road blockade on
the national highway in protest against the
setting of ethanol factory
She advised the affected farmers, youth,
women, and villagers to avoid giving room
to disruptive elements and to focus on
resolving their issues peacefully. She

stressed the importance of
staying calm and
constructively addressing
problems. On the Dilawarpur
incident, the SP clarified that
the police department
exercised restraint. She
explained that the District
Revenue Officer (RDO) Ratna
Kalyani fell ill after being
detained by protesters in her
vehicle on Tuesday night and
that the police had to

intervene by sending a rescue party to take
her to the hospital. Some people had tried
to damage the RDO’s vehicle, but their
efforts were thwarted by the police, she
added. The police department remained
alert since Tuesday morning. Traffic
diversions were made in places like
Sirgapur, Narsapur, and Kalluru on National
Highway 61 to prevent any disruptions in
the movement of vehicles. The police also
acted peacefully on Wednesday. To ensure
that the situation did not spiral out of
control, some individuals were taken into
custody, she said.

Janaki Sharmila

‘Demand for TG rice grows in global markets’

PNS n RANGAREDDY

Agriculture Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao has said that
the government implemented
an unprecedented loan waiver
scheme benefiting 22 lakh
farmers across Telangana.
Speaking at the swearing-in
ceremony of the Shadnagar
Agricultural Market
Committee, the Minister
emphasised the government’s
commitment to supporting
farmers. He also revealed plans
to distribute an additional Rs.
3,000 crore to farmers who have
not yet received loan waivers.
This distribution is set to take
place during the upcoming
Farmers' Festival in Palamuru
district. 

The swearing-in ceremony
was held on Wednesday under
the leadership of Shadnagar
MLA Veerlapalli Shankar.
Sulochana Krishna Reddy was
sworn in as the Chairperson of
the Market Committee, with
Mohammed Ali Khan Babar as
the Vice Chairman. Other
directors also took oath in the
presence of Minister Tummala

Nageswara Rao and State
Warehousing Corporation
Chairman Nageswara Rao. 

Addressing the gathering,
Minister Nageswara Rao criti-
cised the previous government
for accruing huge debts. He
lauded the current Congress
government under Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy for
prioritising agriculture by allo-

cating Rs. 47,000 crore to the
sector in the state budget. 

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s achievements, the
Minister announced plans for
a Rs. 1,000 crore model market
in Koheda, Rangareddy district,
which will cater to both farm-
ers and traders. He also stated
that Telangana rice has gained
significant demand in interna-

tional markets, including
Malaysia and the Philippines,
and that efforts are underway
to boost its exports. 

He further detailed the state’s
agricultural progress, noting
that 66 lakh acres of land were
cultivated this year, yielding 153
crore metric tonnes of paddy.
The government, he said,
would procure the produce

and provide a bonus to farm-
ers. 

Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao praised
Shadnagar’s potential, empha-
sising that the establishment of
the Regional Ring Road would
transform land value in the
constituency. “The lands in
Shadnagar will become as valu-
able as gold, and this area, being
close to Hyderabad, will see
unparalleled development,” he
remarked. 

During the ceremony, MLA
Veerlapalli Shankar requested
the minister to establish a new
agricultural market committee
in Kondurgu mandal and set up
a cold storage facility for the
benefit of local farmers. The
Minister immediately approved
both initiatives, highlighting
his commitment to the con-
stituency’s progress. 

Concluding his speech,
Minister Tummala expressed
confidence that Telangana’s
agricultural sector would con-
tinue to flourish with the state
government working tirelessly
to support farmers and pro-
mote growth across all sectors.

Agriculture Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao expressed confidence that
agriculture will continue to flourish in the State

Agriculture Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao speaking at a meeting in Shadnagar on Wednesday

Class 7 student
ends life at hostel

PNS n WANAPARTHY

In a tragic incident, Praveen, a
Class  7  student  f rom the
Scheduled Castes Residential
School in Madanapur mandal,
was found dead in his dormito-
ry on Wednesday. The 13-year-
old, hailed from Ponnuru village
in Madanapur, was discovered
hanging in his room. The cause
of his death is currently under
investigation.

Praveen's  parents  l ive in
Hyderabad to eke out a living. On
Tuesday, Praveen reportedly suf-
fered an injury while playing
kabaddi.  The school  staf f
informed his relatives of the
injury on Wednesday. Upon
arriving at the hostel, they were
directed to dormitory. Upon

arriving at the dormitory, the
boy’s relatives were shocked to
find Praveen hanging from ceil-
ing fan.

The police registered a case and
investigation is underway.

Students’ JAC protests
demanding punishment to guilty
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A
road accident on the Lucknow-Agra Expressway early
Wednesday claimed the lives of three doctors and two
hospital staff, all affiliated with the Uttar Pradesh

University of Medical Sciences in Saifai, police said. The
incident took place around 3 am in Tirwa area of Kannauj
district when a speeding SUV in which the victims were
travelling lost control and rammed into a divider, and a truck
then hit the vehicle, they said. Police said the doctors and the
hospital staff were returning to Saifai after attending a
wedding in Lucknow. "The SUV first crashed into the median
divider. It subsequently crossed over to the oncoming lane,
where it collided with a truck. As a result, the three doctors,
one lab technician and a store manager died on the spot.
Another person, a PG student, suffered serious injuries and
was rushed to Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar Medical College in
Tirwa," Superintendent of Police Amit Kumar Anand said.

Two EPFO officials held in
Rs 10 lakh bribery case

‘Centre willing to support
Mizoram to promote tourism

U
nion Minister Gajendra Singh said the Centre is always
ready to assist Mizoram in promoting tourism, the BJP
said in a statement on Wednesday. During a meeting

with BJP Mizoram unit general secretary Lalthangmawii in
New Delhi on Tuesday, Singh noted that the northeastern
states, including Mizoram, are rich in tourist destinations and
have the potential to boost tourism, the statement added. He
added that the Centre is making efforts to promote tourism
for sustainable growth and employment generation in the
region. "The Centre is willing and is ever ready to assist the
northeastern states, including Mizoram, if the state
governments submit proposals for good tourism projects,"
Singh was quoted as saying in the statement. The Union
Tourism Minister also said there is much to be done in
Mizoram in terms of tourism promotion, even though many
projects have been executed with the Centre's assistance.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The government on
Wednesday said 58,929 waqf
properties were facing
encroachment, of which 869
were in Karnataka.

In a written reply to a ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha by BJP
MP Basavaraj Bommai, Union
Minority Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said the ministry
and the Central Waqf Council
(CWC) received complaints
regarding various issues relat-
ing to waqf properties from
time to time and the same
were forwarded to the state

waqf boards and governments
concerned for appropriate
action.

"As per the details available
on WAMSI (Waqf Assets
Management System of India),
58,929 waqf properties are
facing encroachment, out of
which Karnataka has 869 such
waqf properties," he said.

According to sections 54
and 55 of the Waqf Act, the
chief executive officer of state
waqf boards has the power to
take legal action against unau-
thorised occupation and
encroachment of waqf proper-
ties, Rijiju pointed out.

UP:Three doctors among 
5 killed in accident

T
he CBI has arrested two EPFO officers in Himachal
Pradesh's Solan for allegedly taking a Rs 10 lakh bribe
from a businessman to favourably settle a provident

fund demand matter, officials said on Wednesday. Regional
Provident Fund Commissioner Ravi Anand and Enforcement
Officer Madan Lal Bhatti of the Employees Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) were arrested after a consultant and
middleman -- Sanjay Kumar Yadav -- was arrested while
taking Rs 5 lakh in cash and a self-cheque for Rs 5 lakh on
their behalf during a trap operation, the officials said. The
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) had received a
complaint from a businessman that Bhatti had allegedly
demanded a bribe of Rs 10 lakh through Yadav for himself
and other senior EPFO officers to favourably settle the matter
of provident fund demand of the complainant's firm that was
pending with the EPFO office at Baddi in Solan, an agency
spokesperson said.

PNS n BENGALURU

Speculations regarding the
expansion of the
Siddaramaiah-led Cabinet in
the days ahead gained momen-
tum in Karnataka with senior
Minister Satish Jorkiholi on
Wednesday stating that there
are talks about such an exer-
cise, but don't know when it
will take place.

His statement came a day
after Deputy Chief Minister D
K Shivakumar, who is also the
state Congress president, indi-
cated the possibility of a
Cabinet reshuffle, noting that

few ministers have been given
a "message" about their term.

"There are talks that it will be

done. Don't know when it will
be done, but there is news that
some people will be changed,

to change some portfolios.
Such discussions are on, but I
don't know when...I have not
asked for anything. It is left for
the high command, whom
they will give and how..."
Jarkiholi, who is the PWD
Minister said.

To a question about whether
the reshuffle will be based on
performance, he said, "Maybe...
it may be they (leadership) are
not satisfied with some, or they
may continue with the existing
ministers and not do the
Cabinet rejig. Can't say...there
are also several seniors in our
party."

CABINET EXPANSION

Speculations gain momentum in K'taka

PNS n LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment will make protesters
involved in the Sambhal vio-
lence pay for damage to pub-
lic property while posters of
"stone pelters" will be dis-
played at public places, an
official said on Wednesday.

Sambal police has released
several pictures of those
involved in violence.

In these photographs, nine
persons were identified and
help is sought from people to
identify those who have
masks on their faces.

Four people died and sev-
eral others, including police
personnel, were injured in
Sambhal on Sunday after a
confrontation erupted over a
court-ordered survey of the
city's Shahi Jama Masjid in
Kot Garvi area, following a
petition claiming that a
Harihar temple once stood at
the site.

"The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment is adopting a firm
stance against the individuals

involved in the Sambhal vio-
lence. Posters of the stone
pelters and miscreants will be
displayed publicly, and recov-
er y of  damages wil l  be
sought. A reward may also be
announced for information

leading to their arrest," an
official spokesperson said.

Superintendent of Police
Krishan Kumar said an esti-
mate of losses to public prop-
erty is being prepared.

"Stones were pelted on
mosque also. Police vehicles,
transformer, electric wires
were damaged. Department
concerned will prepare the
estimates," the SP said.

Uttar Pradesh ministers
Dharmaveer Prajapati and
Narendra Kahsyap both reit-
erated that loss of public
property will be realised from
rioters and strict action will
be taken against them.

In a similar initiative, the
government had previously
put up posters of individuals
linked with vandalism during
the anti-CAA protests in

2020. These posters were dis-
played across several loca-
tions, including the state cap-
ital, but were later removed
following a court order.

So far, police have arrested
25 individuals and registered
seven FIRs, which include
charges  against  Z ia-ur-
Rehman Barq, the Samajwadi
Party MP from Sambhal,
Sohail Iqbal, son of the
party's local MLA Iqbal
Mehmood, and over 2,750
unidentified suspects.

A magisterial probe is
under way,  and
Superintendent of Police
Krishna Kumar Vishnoi stat-
ed on Monday that the situ-
ation was now under control.
He assured that "strict action
will be taken against those
responsible for the unrest."

PNS n NEW DELHI

Maharashtra NDA leaders are
likely to meet the top BJP brass
here on Thursday, sources
said, indicating that the formu-
la of one chief minister and two
deputy CMs representing the
three major 'Mahayuti' con-
stituents will be followed in the
new government in the state.

While the BJP is tipped to
get the chief ministerial post,
its two allies -- Shiv Sena
Nationalist Congress Party --
are expected to be given the
post of two deputies.

Shiv Sena leader and outgo-
ing Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde had earlier in the day
all but cleared the decks for a
BJP leader to succeed him,

with outgoing Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
seen as the clear favourite for
the top job.

Shinde said he will "fully
support" the BJP leadership's
choice for the next CM, adding
that he won't be a hurdle in the
process.

"I called PM Modi yesterday
and also Amit Shah and told
them to decide (on who will be
the CM post), and assured
them that I will abide by what-
ever decision they take,” Shinde
told reporters at his residence
in Thane.

Shinde may swap his posi-
tion with Fadnavis while Pawar
will continue as one of the two
deputy chief ministers, sources
said.

SAMBHAL VIOLENCE

Protesters to pay for damage to property
Posters of 'stone pelters' to be put up

"The Uttar Pradesh government is adopting a firm stance against the individuals
involved in the Sambhal violence. Posters of the stone pelters and miscreants will be

displayed publicly, and recovery of damages will be sought. A reward may also be
announced for information leading to their arrest," an official spokesperson said.

58,929 waqf properties
facing encroachment: Govt

DELHI POLLUTION

Massive protests near Parl for clean air
PNS n NEW DELHI

A group of students and their
parents held a protest near
Parliament, urging political
leaders to address the problem
of Delhi's deteriorating air qual-
ity.

The protesters gathered
under a "Saanson Ke Liye
Sansad Chalo" banner.

"We are deeply worried about
how we will provide clean air to
our children and the next gen-
eration if the situation contin-
ues to worsen," one of the par-
ents at the protest said.

Among the protesters was
nine-year-old Meera Purnima
Vutts.

She said, "My father and I
cough constantly due to the pol-
lution. Some of my other fam-
ily members are also experienc-
ing health issues because of it."

Bhavreen Kandhari, an envi-
ronmentalist present at the
protest, stressed the severity of
the issue.

She said, "This is both a
request and a reminder to the
MPs that the city is choking.
Every child is suffering. A
recent survey showed that every
third customer at chemist shops
is a parent seeking medicines for
their child."

"Many children are depen-
dent on nebulisers and antibi-
otics. The polluted air is robbing
12 years of their lives. We urge
the government to bring clean
air into the national conversa-
tion, take decisive action, and
demonstrate the political will to
protect us. After all, we elected
our representatives to speak
for us," she added.

The protesters raised placards
with messages of "Save Our

Children's Lungs", "My Right to
Breathe", and "Act on Air
Pollution Now" to emphasise
the urgency of the situation.

Atul Kumar, a member of the
environment group Earth
Warriors, wore an oxygen mask
and carried an oxygen cylinder
to symbolise the future he fears
for future generations.

"The air we grew up breath-
ing was clean. Will we be able
to provide the same to our chil-
dren?" he asked.

Kumar also called for collec-
tive responsibility. "While the
government must act, we also
need to take initiatives to reduce
pollution."

Devalina Kohli, speaking on

behalf of the parents, said, "We
gathered peacefully, as citizens
and parents, to demand clean
air -- our fundamental right.
Yet, instead of support, we were
forced to return home. It is
heartbreaking that, even as our
children struggle to breathe,
meaningful action remains
absent.

PNS n GUWAHATI

Two infiltrators from
Bangladesh have been appre-
hended by Assam police and
handed over to authorities of
the neighbouring country,
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said on Wednesday.

"Displaying alertness along
the Indo-Bangladesh border,
@assampolice apprehended
two Bangladeshi nationals
who were illegally entering
Indian territory," he posted 
on X.

The apprehended have
been identified as Nur
Mohammad and Muhammad
Khaleda Begum, he said.

The chief minister, howev-
er, did not mention from
which area the duo were
caught.

Around 152 people have
been so far apprehended for
illegally entering the country
and pushed back to
Bangladesh since the 
turmoil broke out in the
neighbouring country in
August this year.

The BSF has intensified its
vigil along the 1,885-km-long
Indo-Bangladesh border in
the Northeast since the distur-
bances began in Bangladesh.

‘Mahayuti' leaders
to meet BJP brass
Two Dy CMs formula likely to continue

Two Bangladeshi
infiltrators arrested

in Assam



I
n 1999, I first discovered
the Cinefan Asian Film
Festival. Excited, I headed

to the India Habitat Centre
(IHC) to collect a pass, only
to learn that the festival was
open to all. I couldn't believe
my ears. Being new to Delhi,
I had assumed that everything
came at a price, but this expe-
rience proved me wrong.
During the festival, I came to
know Aruna Vasudev, the
Festival Director. I also met
filmmakers and critics from
around the world, making it
an unforgettable experience.
The following year, I eagerly
awaited the festival and even
took seven days of leave from
work to immerse myself in
films. My journalist friends
noticed my dedication and
shared it with Aruna Vasudev.
They told her about a boy
from West Delhi who traveled
daily, spending mornings to
midnight watching films out
of sheer love for cinema.
That year, I managed to watch
37 out of the 42 films
screened, missing a few only
because I attended seminars.
Aruna di, as I later called her,
was impressed but quizzed
me about the films to ensure
I had truly seen them. I
passed her test.

At the closing ceremony, in
the presence of luminaries like
Sharmila Tagore, Buddhadeb
Dasgupta, Rituparno Ghosh,
and Nandita Das, she men-
tioned my name on stage. She
highlighted my passion and
dedication, asking me to
stand so the audience could
see me. Afterward, she invit-
ed me to the closing dinner.
During our conversation, she
asked what I did for a living.
When I replied, she told me,
“Forget footwear; you are
meant for film.” I expressed
my willingness to leave my
job if she could offer me an
opportunity. She laughed and
said, “Stay in touch; I'll let you
know.”
I took her words to heart and
kept reminding her of her
promise whenever we met.
Finally, in 2003, she asked me
to join her team. Although
she initially wanted me to
start in January, I requested a

delay due to my sister's wed-
ding. From February 1, 2003,
until the end of her life,
Aruna Vasudev became
much more than a mentor.
She was my friend, philoso-
pher, guide, guru, and god-
mother.
When I joined her team, I ini-
tially addressed her as
“Madam.” One day, she sug-
gested I call her “Aruna di,” as
others did. From then on, she
was Aruna di not only to me
but also to my family. My
work involved assisting her
with the prestigious
Cinemaya: The Asian Film
Quarterly and the Cinefan
Film Festival. During this
time, she taught me much
more than cinema-etiquette,
communication skills, and
the importance of being a
good human being.
One memorable instance was
when she was busy on a call,
and another call came
through. Indicating she was-
n't available, I conveyed that
she was out of the country.
Later, she gently corrected me,
teaching that honesty in such
situations was essential.
Transforming a shy, lower-
middle-class boy from a
Bengali-medium school into
someone comfortable in

Delhi's elite circles wasn't
easy. Yet, she patiently guid-
ed me every step of the way.
Aruna di's support was unwa-
vering. When I asked if I was
meeting her expectations, she
replied that being able to
pursue one's dream and earn
a living from it was a rare
blessing. Once, after just three
months on the job, I noticed
an unexpected salary increase.
The accountant revealed that
Aruna di was so pleased with
my work that she had decid-
ed to raise it. This generosity
stood in stark contrast to my
earlier job in a footwear com-
pany, where long hours of
grueling work brought only
meager raises.
Her faith in me was a source
of strength. Despite occa-
sional resentment from col-
leagues about the trust she
placed in me, she always
defended her decisions. She
was my rock in both profes-
sional and personal chal-
lenges. When my mother
met her, she said, “Though I
gave birth to him, you have
raised him.” Touched by those
words, Aruna di was moved
to tears. 

(The writer is a Delhi based
Film Festival curator; views

expressed are personal)

I
n a significant development for West Asia, Israel and Hezbollah, the Iran-backed
militant group operating in Lebanon, have agreed to a ceasefire after months of
intense conflict. The agreement, brokered with the intervention of the United States

and France, comes into effect at midnight Israeli time on November 27. It is being
hailed as a potential step toward de-escalation in the region, but its success and
long-term implications remain uncertain. The ceasefire agreement aims to restore
calm along the volatile Israel-Lebanon border. It mandates that Hezbollah and other
armed groups in Lebanon halt all offensive operations against Israel. In return, Israel
will refrain from military actions targeting Lebanon. A key aspect of the deal is the
acknowledgement of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1701, which calls
for the disarmament of militias and the exclusive authority of Lebanese state forces
in the southern region. Israel has also agreed to withdraw its forces from positions

south of the Blue Line within 60 days, provided the
terms are upheld. 
This ceasefire does not mean that Isreali forces are
back to barracks. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, has emphasised the need to focus on
Iran. Israel agreed to truce as there were logistical
challenges, including delays in weapons and muni-
tions deliveries, which necessitated a pause to
replenish stocks and prepare for future operations.
The ceasefire comes amid a broader context of
regional instability. The war between Israel and
Hamas, which erupted in October 2023 after a bru-
tal terrorist attack on Israeli civilians, has already

claimed tens of thousands of lives. There is no let up in Israel’s attacks on Gaza
where the human crisis is getting worse. The fighting extended to Israel’s northern
border when Hezbollah escalated its attacks, prompting Israel to retaliate. While the
ceasefire offers a glimmer of hope, challenges loom large. The success of the agree-
ment depends on its strict implementation, particularly the disarmament of militias
in Lebanon. The Lebanese government, already struggling with economic and polit-
ical crises, will face immense pressure to assert its authority over Hezbollah, a deeply
entrenched and well-armed organisation. Whatever the reasons for this truce but
it definitely gives peace a chance. The agreement’s implications for regional peace
are profound. If upheld, it could reduce tensions along Israel’s northern border, allow-
ing displaced civilians to return home and facilitating humanitarian relief in affect-
ed areas. For Lebanon, the deal could bolster its sovereignty by curbing the influ-
ence of armed non-state actors, potentially paving the way for greater stability.
However, unresolved issues, including the ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict and ten-
sions with Iran, continue to pose risks to lasting peace. The  role of  the US, France,
and UNIFIL will be critical to ensuring compliance and rebuilding trust.

A glimmer of hope

sacred work till now. In the backdrop
of the horrific form of climate change
that is being seen all over the world
today, cutting down trees or destroying
them has emerged as a main factor. That
is why environmental scientists around
the world are appealing that this earth
should be saved from becoming barren
and desert as much as possible. 
But alas, on the scale of development,
today man is himself carrying out the
destruction and blaming nature for
floods, droughts, forest fires, and rising
temperatures. Even if we leave the
world aside, the situation of our India
is also very pathetic in terms of conser-
vation of trees. The Government of
India has presented a f igure in
Parliament regarding the felling of
trees, which is quite shocking. The
Union Environment Ministry has told
the Lok Sabha that in the year 2020-21
alone, 30 lakh 97 thousand 721 trees
were cut in different parts of the coun-
try. About 31 lakh trees were sacrificed
in the name of development. 

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur 

OLI CHOOSES BEIJING 
Madam — Nepal's Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli broke the usual ritual of vis-
iting New Delhi first by choosing
Beijing. Like the Maldives' President,
Nepal's Prime Minister appears to be a
pro-Chinese supporter. We all know how
notorious China is for pushing countries
like Nepal into debt. After Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and the Maldives,
seeing Nepal follow the same path
makes India worried. If Nepal signs the
BRI execution treaty, it would pose a sig-
nificant threat to India. Though our rela-
tions with China are improving, we all
know it is merely a diplomatic friend-
ship that could turn into animosity at
any time. In the diplomatic world, no
one is a genuine friend or ally to any
country-everyone prioritises their own
benefit. India needs to remain cautious,
especially as it is being surrounded by
countries drowning in China's debts.

Priya Thakur  | Ujjain

UNITY OVER DIVISION
Madam — Some political parties that do
not have any people oriented policies or
programmes in their agenda are using the
communal platform to whip the religious
sentiments to gain votes and capture
power. The campaign during the last gen-
eral election has seen an open spread of
communal hate, which was not the pre-
dominant issue in the minds of the peo-
ple. Nowhere were the people's issues, like
employment, livelihood plights, or health-
care concerns, discussed or debated. That
is why the people also had reacted vehe-
mently by not giving a brutal majority to
any party. 
The message that people are not interest-
ed in communal concerns is given repeat-
edly and still some forces are bent upon
thriving in politics only with the help of
programmes of spreading hate among
communities and keeping the flame of
communal hate alive. Leaving issues like
employment, inflation, declining real
wages, and growing costs of healthcare and
education made the privilege of the afflu-
ent is to be attended to with priority and
more sincerity. Divisive agendas and pro-
grammes may shine in the initial stage and
then lose their tempo, as witnessed all
over.Such clashes help the rulers to divert
the attention of the people from their mis-
takes and misdeeds. Even in countries
ruled under theocratic principles, clashes
among groups of the same religion are seen
to be the perennial ones rather than giv-
ing peace to the people. In a country like
India, even if one religion is allowed to
dominate, the groups thriving on promot-
ing the cause of their caste will gain fur-
ther momentum to plunge the nation into
a lasting socio-economic crisis. As avail-
able laws are not efficient enough to deal
with such anti-people political parties and
social outfits, it is the responsibility of the
people to keep them at a distance.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

SAVE FORESTS 
Madam—Planting a tree and protecting
it till it grows has been considered a
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While the ceasefire offers a reprieve from conflict, its 

durability is not guaranteed, a lasting resolution still remains elusive

stay indoors. Construction
work has been halted, and
the government is consider-
ing implementing an odd-
even vehicle use policy to
control pollution. While this
is a step in the right direc-
tion, the severity of the cri-
sis requires effective solu-
tions without further delays. 
According to the Central
Pollution Control Board, the
World Health Organization,
and other monitoring agen-
cies, Delhi's air quality index
(AQI) ranges between 1,200
and 1,500. India's AQI is
classified as poor when it
exceeds 200, very poor when
it exceeds 300, and severe or
hazardous when it exceeds
400. The recommended AQI
limit is between 0 and 100.
This alarming situation dis-
courages international trav-
ellers and members of the
Indian diaspora from plan-
ning their annual visits. 
The government and politi-
cians are well aware of the
root cause of the problem but
play the blame game. The
Supreme Court has ordered
the government to address
pollution. 
In the past, it has even led
efforts to improve air quali-
ty in Delhi. It has set rules
about which vehicles can
operate in the city, ordered
the relocation of many facto-
ries that pollute the air, and
closed businesses to reduce
emissions. The court also

pushed the government to
take action. The fault lies in
the implementation.  Last
month, the Supreme Court
ruled that clean air is a fun-
damental human right. It
ordered both the central
government and state
authorities to take immedi-
ate action. However, most
measures, such as vehicle
restrictions, industrial regu-
lations, and public awareness
campaigns, must be more
effective in preventing dete-
riorating air quality. Critics
question how effective the
court's decisions are and
accuse the judiciary of inter-
fering in executive matters. 
In its 2024 manifesto, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government in Delhi did not
include promises to reduce
pollution, unlike previous
ones. Instead, the manifesto
focused on the National
Clean Air Programme
(NCAP) and ways to cut
pollution. APP highlighted
the need for citizen involve-
ment and plans to use elec-
tric buses to control pollu-
tion.
Now that it has reached an
alarming stage, the Centre
and the state governments
must take a balanced
approach concerning Punjab,
Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh,
which are the real culprits.
Every winter, smoke from
farm fires engulfs Delhi and
covers the Delhi skies.

Farmers resort to burning as
it is the cheapest method of
clearing their fields. 
The state governments
demand that the Centre pro-
vide funds to assist farmers
in reducing smoke emis-
sions, but the issue persists
yearly. Meanwhile, politics
also plays its role. The BJP
governs the Centre, while
AAP rules Delhi and Punjab.
The Congress remains an
onlooker. This attitude does
not help implement an effec-
tive plan.  
The experts say it's high
time half-measures were
shunned, and comprehensive
solutions are implemented.
For instance, GRAP-III must
be upgraded to GRAP-IV,
facilitating the enforcement
of the odd-even rule. The
election to the Delhi
Assembly is around the cor-
ner. People must make it an
election issue. In the mean-
time, residents of Delhi
should consider quick solu-
tions to combat pollution,
such as wearing masks,
indoor air-purifying plants,
and the affluent using air
purifiers, taking steam baths,
eating healthy foods, and
ensuring proper ventilation
in their homes. The citizens
must also assist authorities in
any efforts to help control
pollution.

(The writer is a popular
columnist; views expressed

are personal)

Why band-aid solutions

fail to fix Delhi pollution

W
hy do the resi-
dents of Delhi
e x p e r i e n c e
pollution every
year while the

ruling class blames it on stub-
ble burning in the neighbour-
ing states of Haryana, Punjab,
and Uttar Pradesh? Can't they
find a permanent solution
instead of debating who will
pay for the burning machines
and other related expenses? 
The air pollution levels in Delhi
are eight times higher than the
WHO's prescribed limits. It
has reached a level where the
judiciary, executive, and parlia-
ment blame each other, and the
severe pollution level continues.
Returning from a month-long
holiday in the US, I was imme-
diately struck by the urgency of
the pollution crisis as I landed
in Delhi, past midnight this
week. 
The dark skies, sheets of dust,
heat, and difficulty in breathing
welcomed me as a stark
reminder and a pressing call to
action. The pollution levels in
Delhi have soared to their high-
est this week. It has reached
hazardous levels, causing state
officials to limit movement and
revive plans to stimulate artifi-
cial rain to clear toxins. This
forced the schools and offices to
close due to cloaking the city in
thick brown smog and
demanded immediate action. 
The number of respiratory dis-
eases in children and older
adults is rising, along with
other health issues. In cold
winters in the north, smog
covers the area every year and
traps harmful pollutants from
fires, construction, and facto-
ries. This issue worsens when
farmers burn their fields after
harvesting rice to prepare for
new crops. The same or even
worse scenario unfolds yearly,
reaching alarming levels over
time. Citizens feel helpless while
politicians engage in a blame
game. As a result, the public
endures poor air quality, which
seriously threatens their health.
Affluent individuals often
escape to warmer destinations
during winter, but children and
older people suffer the most.
Many schools have closed, and
residents have been advised to

EVM: Allegations are baseless

IN COLD 

WINTERS IN THE

NORTH, 

SMOG COVERS 

THE AREA 

EVERY YEAR 

AND TRAPS

HARMFUL

POLLUTANTS 

FROM FIRES,

CONSTRUCTION, 

AND FACTORIES.

THIS ISSUE

WORSENS WHEN

FARMERS BURN

THEIR FIELDS 

AFTER HARVESTING

RICE TO 

PREPARE FOR 

NEW CROPS

Aruna Vasudev: A tribute to the

mother figure of Asian cinema

T
he Supreme Court decisively rejected a peti-
tion calling for the reintroduction of ballot
papers in elections, highlighting the baseless

nature of opposition allegations against Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs). The court's remarks
came after the petitioner argued that EVMs were
vulnerable to manipulation, citing claims by var-
ious politicians, including Andhra Pradesh lead-
ers Chandrababu Naidu and Jagan Mohan Reddy,
as well as Elon Musk. The court pointed out that

these same politicians never raised concerns about
EVMs when they won elections. “When you win,
EVMs are fine; when you lose, EVMs are tam-
pered.”
Meanwhile, opposition parties, led by Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge, continued to push
for the return of ballot papers, with Kharge crit-
icising the use of EVMs and demanding a cam-
paign similar to the Bharat Jodo Yatra for their
abolition. Kharge's repeated attacks on EVMs
reflect the ongoing narrative within opposition cir-
cles, where EVM tampering is blamed for elec-
toral losses. The SC's firm stance serves as a
rebuke to the opposition's recurring narrative of
EVM tampering, emphasising that such claims are
opportunistic and lack substantiation. The oppo-
sition's continued attack on EVMs seems more
like an excuse for poor performance than a gen-
uine concern for electoral fairness.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

KALYANI SHANKAR

SANTANU
GANGULY

She leaves behind a profound legacy, having nurtured and inspired many. Though

she is no longer among us, her influence continues to guide and motivate

Despite court orders, government promises, and short-term measures like vehicle
restrictions and artificial rain, Delhi’s air quality remains perilously poor
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TO ENSURE THAT
THIS VITAL

HUMAN
RESOURCE—

NEARLY HALF OF
THE COUNTRY’S

WORKFORCE—IS
EFFECTIVELY

UTILISED AND
CONTRIBUTES AT

LEAST 25 PER
CENT TO

NATIONAL
ECONOMIC

GROWTH, THE
GOVERNMENT

MUST PRIORITISE
SKILL

DEVELOPMENT
FOR WOMEN’S

EMPOWERMENT

To be kind is more important than to be right. Many times what peo-
ple need is not a brilliant mind that speaks but a special heart that lis-
tens… F. Scott Fitzgerald

W
e humans are blessed with only one heart which lasts us as
long as we live. Alternatively, we live till the heart lasts. In that
sense, the heart is the lifeline of the human body. Anatomically,

it is a vital organ that supplies blood to the whole body. Symbolically,
it is equated with the most powerful emotions of the human soul i.e.
love as well as with instinct, interest and deep feelings. Hence it won’t
be wrong to say that the heart rules our life. But, today the same very
heart has indeed become a matter of great concern as alarming sta-
tistics tell us how vulnerable it is to the onset of countless disorders,
thanks to our modern lifestyle and polluted environment. Concerns over
the health of the heart have led to an explosion of research to find ways
to boost its longevity and smooth functionality. However, when all efforts
to preserve the heart fail we even have an option to replace it. Isn’t it
great? But still, the figures in health reports don’t seem to tell a happy
story about the effectiveness of these developments because today we
have an ever-growing number of people who are suffering or facing the
risk of heart disease. 
According to the eternal law of spirituality, everything in this material
world grows old, decays and gets assimilated into its original elemen-
tal form. Similarly, everything in nature is getting recycled as energy is
in constant flux. So, as souls, we all get a new body at every birth.
However, the elements that constitute a body are the same old matter.

In that sense, everything in the world is old material packaged as new.
Hence, with every consecutive birth, we as souls get a recycled body
and hence a recycled heart. We get a new body only when we first come
down from the soul world because we are pure and are entitled to get
the best of the available resources at the time when we enter this world. 
Having said the above, we must not forget the fact that there was indeed
a time when we all had a brand-new heart. 
Yeah! Time was indeed called the ‘Golden Age’ when all the human souls
and the elements of nature were pristine and pure. Everyone is perfect
and purest there and so everything they had, including their body, was
also perfect. There was no need for them to take care of their heart.
The heart was so robust and healthy that it supported the body for a
long and healthy life. However, today we all live in total contrast to the
golden age i.e Iron Age and there is hardly any human being in this world
today who is free from any physical ailment, be it wealthy or poor, all
are suffering from some or the other disease that is linked to unhealthy
lifestyle and ecological degradation. In the present age, everyone’s mind
is beset with weak and negative thoughts which are the biggest hin-
drance to living a healthy & happy life. Throughout our lives, we never
understand that the root cause of all diseases is our wrong actions. It’s
a proven fact that we get punished for our wrong deeds. Therefore it is
very important to realize that all diseases have their origin in wrong
thoughts and actions. 
Today, medical science has accepted that along with a healthy lifestyle,
meditation too can promote a healthy heart, as it helps regulate the heart’s
functioning by controlling negative thoughts that induce stress-related
hormones in the body leading to harmful effects. By purifying the soul
of bad ‘sanskaras’ (personality traits) like anger, fear, hatred and ego,
it cures the root cause of disease and leads to holistic healing. Therefore
to have a healthy heart, apart from a healthy lifestyle, it is essential to
be a good-hearted person and to feed the mind with a healthy diet of
pure thoughts and feelings. 

(The writer is a spiritual educator and popular columnist; views are
personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN

A MINDFUL HEART 
FOR A MINDFUL LIFE    

T
his is my story.  As a
child, I often heard
harrowing tales of

emotional and physical trau-
ma, turmoil, displacement,
and violence from my fam-
ily elders—stories of what
they endured during
Partition. They spoke of
their flight from Rawalpindi
and how, as refugees, they
rebuilt their lives and made
Delhi their home.  
Listening to these sagas of
resilience, courage, and the
indomitable human spirit, I
was reminded of the
philosopher George
Santayana’s warning: “Those
who cannot remember the
past are condemned to
repeat it.” Tragically, we have
done just that—forgetting
the lessons of the past and
repeating the same mistakes,

over and over again.   
Thirty-seven years after
Partition, another tragedy
unfolded. A so-called “big
tree” fell, and the reverber-
ations shook Delhi to its
core. 
What followed was a horrif-
ic bloodbath: gross attempts
at ethnic cleansing, as thou-
sands of innocent people
were butchered in the
nation’s capital within hours.
Law enforcement turned a

blind eye. Places of worship
were desecrated. Homes
were looted, ransacked, and
burned. Women were violat-
ed, and men were hunted
like wild animals.  
In those dark and desperate
times, when it seemed as
though humanity had been
consumed by madness, there
were still beacons of hope.
Veterans l ike the late
Kuldeep Nayar stood stead-
fast, risking their safety to
uphold the ideals of peace.
Stories of individuals and
groups lighting candles, dis-
tributing sweets and roses at
the Attari-Wagah border,
and praying for harmony
between two estranged
nations filled me with admi-
ration and hope. 
I longed to join them—to
move from being a passive

observer to an active partic-
ipant in this peace move-
ment.  
But it remained a dream for
decades. Finally, some years
ago, the opportunity came
during a visit to Amritsar for
a seminar. By sheer luck, I
was given a VIP pass to wit-
ness the Beating Retreat
Ceremony at the Attari-
Wagah border.  
I was thrilled beyond words.
That day, under a gentle
winter sun, I took my seat
near the massive gate where
the ceremony unfolds. It
was a spectacle to behold—
smartly dressed soldiers
marching in perfect sync
on both sides of the border.
The crowd was electric,
brimming with patriotic fer-
vor, singing Bollywood
songs, and soaking in the

festive ‘pind da mela’ atmos-
phere.  
But as dusk fell and the cer-
emony ended, a sense of dis-
appointment crept in. The
cold wind seemed to mirror

my mood. None of the
scenes I had dreamed of
since childhood were there.
There were no doves soaring
freely across the man-made
divide, no warm embraces or

gestures of reconciliation—
only the stark reality of a
deeply entrenched divide.  
That day, I walked away
with nothing but the wistful
reveries of a peacenik.  
Now, as I approach the close
of my 56th year, my concern
for the future has grown.
The peacemakers—the
dreamers who championed
harmony and understand-
ing—are fading, their initia-
tives struggling to survive. 
A way forward must be
found, and urgently. The
solution lies within each of
us, but it will take collective
effort to revive the peace
offensive.  
If we fail to act, we risk los-
ing this fight entirely. And
history, as well as future
generations, will not for-
give us.

The path to peace is fraught
with challenges, but it is
one we must tread with
urgency and determination.
The fading voices of peace-
makers must be reignited,
their efforts revitalised, for
the sake of a shared future.
If we fail to come together
now—to heal divisions, fos-
ter understanding, and
embrace humanity’s collec-
tive strength—the dream of
harmony will wither away.
The responsibility lies with
each of us to ensure this does
not happen. Let us act before
it is too late, for history will
not absolve us, and future
generations will inherit the
consequences of our inac-
tion. Peace cannot wait.

(The writer is an author
and blogger; views are 

personal)

Reviving the spirit of peace: A call to action for a divided world

By integrating modern science with spiritual

wisdom, it is essential for holistic healing

RAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR  NIKUNJ JI

The beauty and wellness sector is emerging as a transformative force,
equipping women with essential skills and providing financial sustainability

DINESH SOOD

Bridging the gender gap in

skills and opportunities

ily acquire skills in the beauty and
wellness sector, followed by 21.5 per
cent in tailoring.The beauty and
wellness sector is one of the most
significant forces driving women’s
empowerment in India today. 
The industry’s rapid growth, the
accessibility of skill development,
the increasing number of women
entering the workforce and entre-
preneurship, and the rise of women
in leadership roles all contribute to
fostering a more equitable society.
In India, the beauty and wellness
sector is rapidly advancing women’s
empowerment by providing sub-
stantial employment to approxi-
mately 12.3 million people, of
whom 66 per cent are women. 
This workforce includes individu-
als from lower socio-economic
backgrounds and educated families.
According to a 2023 report by
Technavio, the beauty and person-
al care industry in India is project-
ed to grow at a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 7.5 per cent
from 2021, reaching a market value
of over $20 billion and creating
employment opportunities for
around 20.3 million people.
Promoting female entrepreneur-
ship in India is crucial, as partici-
pation is low, with only one in five
entrepreneurs being women. 
The beauty and wellness sector
offers women significant employ-
ment and entrepreneurship oppor-
tunities. 
Therefore, there is an urgent need
to actively promote skill develop-
ment, entrepreneurship, and self-
employment in this sector through
targeted training initiatives, entre-
preneurship education, and finan-
cial support, enabling women to
enhance their professional growth.
India’s beauty and wellness indus-
try has low entry barriers for
women looking to become entre-
preneurs. 
Many women have capitalised on
this sector to establish their busi-
nesses, empowering them to take
control of their financial futures and

influence the industry’s direction.
Over 30 per cent of beauty and well-
ness businesses in India are now
owned by women, ranging from
small beauty parlours to large spa
chains and wellness centres. By
building businesses in this sector,
women create financial indepen-
dence and contribute to economic
growth. Entrepreneurship fosters
leadership skills, self-reliance, and
resilience, making women more vis-
ible and influential economically.
Government initiatives and private
institutions have been instrumen-
tal in equipping women with the
necessary tools for success in the
industry. The National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC),
under the Ministry of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship, has played a vital
role in training women for careers
in beauty and wellness. Initiatives
like The Beauty and Wellness Sector
Skill Council (BWSSC) provide
certifications and skill develop-
ment courses to millions of women
nationwide. 
According to the BWSSC, nearly 2
million women have been trained
through skill development pro-
grams in beauty and wellness in
India, significantly enhancing
women’s employability and career
growth.
Orane International, a training
partner of the National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC),
has spent over two decades empow-
ering 250,000 women in tier 2
cities and suburban areas with
valuable skills in beauty and well-
ness. This initiative has helped
bridge geographical disparities and
enhanced their career prospects,
enabling them to pursue diverse
roles in the industry. The hybrid
mode of training also boosts their
chances for professional advance-
ment, addressing various challenges
and reducing the gender employ-
ment gap.
Beyond financial and professional
empowerment, the beauty and well-

ness sector boosts women’s self-
esteem and confidence. In a society
where women’s appearances have
often been scrutinised, the beauty
industry allows women to express
themselves, feel more self-assured,
and engage actively in both social
and professional spheres. Women
are increasingly taking on leadership
roles within this industry, driving
trends and shaping its
future.According to FICCI’s 2021
report on the beauty and wellness
sector, women hold significant
leadership positions in major beau-
ty brands and represent 50-60 per
cent of senior management in sev-
eral top companies. 
As women advance to leadership
roles, they influence industry trends,
promote diversity and inclusivity,
and help break down gender norms.
Their leadership inspires the next
generation of women to pursue
prominent roles, further advancing
gender equality in the
workforce.With a growing focus on
sustainability in the beauty and well-
ness sector, women have opportu-
nities to lead initiatives that promote
environmental awareness and social
responsibility. 
Many women in this field are
focused on business growth and
actively cultivating sustainable and
ethical practices that positively
impact society.By offering women
financial independence, career
advancement opportunities, and
self-expression platforms, the beau-
ty and wellness sector is reshaping
the future for women in India. This
sector’s economic, social, and psy-
chological benefits pave the way for
a new generation of women con-
tributing to India’s growth trajecto-
ry. 
(The writer is co-founder and MD
of Orane International, a training

partner of the National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC)

and a network Member of India
International Skills Centres, an ini-

tiative of GoI; the views expressed
are personal)

D
espite various initiatives, a sig-
nificant gender gap persists in
learning and earning opportu-
nities between men and
women. Skill development can

be a transformative force, enhancing
women’s professional growth and econom-
ic independence. By acquiring skills, women
can access broader job opportunities,
empowering them socially and economical-
ly.
A survey titled “Women’s Economic
Empowerment,” conducted in 2023-24 by
the Indian Statistical Institute Delhi, explores
women’s skill development and employment
landscape. It reveals that 7 out of 10 women
lack economic independence. India ranks
142nd out of 146 countries in the Global
Women’s Economic Participation and
Opportunities Index. Women in India con-
tribute only 17 per cent to the GDP, which
is less than half the global average. Their eco-
nomic participation is essential for sustain-
able development, gender equality, and
poverty reduction. 
According to the McKinsey Global Institute
(MGI), integrating 68 million more women
into the workforce by 2025 could potential-
ly increase India’s GDP by USD 0.7 trillion.
The World Bank also reports that includ-
ing 50 per cent of women in the workforce
could boost India’s GDP growth by 1.5 per-
centage points.<
The International Labor Organization (ILO)
states that India’s Women’s Labor Force
Participation Rate (LFPR) was about 32.8
per cent in 2023, while it was 67.2 per cent
for men. Women are primarily found in spe-
cific sectors such as agriculture (73.2 per
cent), education (44.1 per cent), and health-
care and beauty-wellness (31.4 per cent).
An estimated 7.5 crore women are expect-
ed to join the workforce in the coming
decade. To ensure that this vital human
resource—nearly half of the country’s work-
force—is effectively utilised and contributes
at least 25 per cent to national economic
growth, the government must prioritise skill
development for women’s empowerment.
In addition to these gaps, prevalent gender
stereotypes affect skill acquisition. Women
generally pursue skills in beauty and well-
ness, textiles, clerical work, and healthcare.
The DP-WEE study indicates that 30.2 per
cent of skilled women aged 18 to 35 primar-

APS MALHOTRA

As the voices of peacemakers grow faint and their initiatives struggle for survival, the urgency to reignite hope and unity has never been greater



B
uyers of cargo electric three-wheelers will continue to
avail the subsidy benefit as the government has
advanced the second phase of incentives for such

vehicles under the Rs 10,900-crore PM e-Drive Scheme. The
move comes as the subsidy allocation for the ongoing financial
year on L5 category electric three-wheelers has already
exhausted with the registration of over 80,000 such vehicles
till November 7. Also, the subsidy amount has been capped at
Rs 25,000 per vehicle, down to half from Rs 50,000 per
vehicle for the 80,546 vehicles registered between April 1 and
November 7, 2024. According to the latest notification
published on November 26, up to 1,24,846 vehicles to be
registered on the Vahan portal from November 8, 2024 to
March 31, 2026 will be able to avail subsidies at reduced rate
of Rs 2,500/kWh, down from Rs 5,000/kWh in phase I. When
the scheme was announced in September this year, 80,546
electric three-wheeler cargo vehicles were targeted to be
supported for FY25 and 1,24,846 units for FY26.
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Money
IN BR I E F

T
he government has said airfares have moderated in 2024
compared to 2023 and notably, a decline in air ticket prices
was observed in various routes during festival seasons.

Amid concerns in certain quarters that air ticket prices are ruling
high, Minister of State for Civil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol told
Rajya Sabha that airfares are not subject to regulation by the
government and airlines have the flexibility to determine their
airfares based on their operational needs while adhering to
existing rules. "...the government generally refrains from
regulating airfares to maintain market competitiveness, however,
it remains vigilant, and the government intervenes to shift
capacity from one sector to another to prevent exorbitant pricing
to ensure passenger comfort and welfare," he said in a written
reply on November 25. Airfares are dynamic and is a function of
demand and supply. With continuous engagement with airlines
& Online Ticketing Agents (OTAs) and keeping a watch on the
movement of airfares by the government, Mohol said airfares
have moderated in 2024 relative to 2023.

G
odrej Properties on Wednesday launched its qualified
institutional placement (QIP) to sell equity shares to
investors for raising up to Rs 6,000 crore to fund its

growth plan. Last month, the company's board approved
raising of up to Rs 6,000 crore through the issue of securities.
In a regulatory filing, Godrej Properties informed that the QIP
Placement Committee authorized the opening of the issue on
November 27, 2024. The panel also approved the floor price
for the QIP issue, being Rs 2,727.44 per equity share.
Godrej Properties' share price closed at Rs 2,833.05 apiece on
Wednesday, down 2.35 per cent from Tuesday.
The company is one of the leading developers in the country. It
has a major presence in Delhi-NCR, Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), Pune and Bengaluru. It has entered into
Hyderabad market recently. In the last fiscal, the company's
sales booking jumped 84 per cent to a record Rs 22,527 crore,
the highest among listed realty firms in 2023-24.
Godrej Properties has set a target of achieving Rs 27,000 crore
worth of sale bookings. 

Airfares have moderated
in 2024, says Govt

Second phase of PM
e-Drive notified

Godrej Properties launches
QIP to raise Rs 6,000 cr

PNS n NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Wednesday urged the French
aviation sector to explore
opportunities to set up man-
ufacturing facilities in India.

He said that India is the
world's largest aviation market
with 1,500 planes ordered
with the capabil-
ity of taking the
order up to 2,000.

"Indian com-
panies have 1,500
aircraft on order
and have the
option to take it
to 2,000. It would
also be in the best
interest of French companies
to look at Indian manufactur-
ing possibilities, to look at
expanding their own sales in
India for both aircraft, spare
parts for aircraft, maintenance,
repair and overhaul and all
other associated industries," he
said while addressing the Asia-
Pacific Forum of French
Foreign Trade Advisors.

A large part of the order of
aircraft by Indian companies
has gone to French manufac-
turer Airbus.

India has increased the
number of airports to 125
from 75 in 2014 and by 2029,
75 more airports will become
operational.

"It gives huge opportunities
for companies who wish to
develop airports and other
associated industries," Goyal
said.

The minister also suggested
for joint produc-
tion partnership
between Indian
and French com-
panies in the
defence sector for
the world markets.

"We are encour-
aging companies
from across the

world to manufacture in India.
We allow 100 per cent owner-
ship of defence manufacturing
companies.

"We don't even insist on
technology transfer in most
cases," he said.

Goyal also invited French
companies for partnerships
with India in the area of agri-
culture and food processing,
renewable energy, electric
vehicles, artificial intelligence
and quantum technologies,
and services sector.

PNS n MUMBAI

India needs to take a quantum
leap in the scale and size of the
financial institutions to achieve
the aspiration of becoming a
developed nation by 2047, RBI
Deputy Governor M
Rajeshwar Rao has said.

He was speaking 'High-Level
Policy Conference of Central
Banks in the Global South'
organised by the Reserve Bank
of India as a part of commem-
oration of its 90th year here last
week.

"As we retrospect, we
observe that the regulatory
developments and policy mea-
sures initiated in the past have
led to development of a robust,
resilient and strong financial
system in India which has
weathered several crises.

"But the goals we have for
our nation require us to take a
quantum leap in the scale and
size of the financial institu-
tions," he said.

This will also possibly
expose the entities and their
users to an increased amount
of risk.

In view of this, robust gov-
ernance and effective risk man-

agement are going to be the
dual anchors that will keep our
financial institutions afloat and
help them grow sustainably, the
Deputy Governor said.

"From a macro-perspective,
our national aspiration to
become a developed economy
by year 2047 still requires a
stronger foundation of finan-
cial institutions in a complex

and rapidly evolving financial
landscape," he said.

Besides banks, the existing
entities would require easier
access to robust capital markets
to fund their growing asset
books along with access to
deep financial markets that
would enable them to hedge
the associated risks on their
balance sheets, he said.

Further, there will be entry
of new players, products, and
services (private credit) to
meet the growing credit needs,
the senior RBI official said.

Therefore, an enabling reg-
ulatory system would have to
be put in place to meet these
challenges and safeguard finan-
cial stability without hindering
the process of innovation, Rao
added.

He also emphasised that
there are not many central
banks in the world which have
a mandate as broad-based as
that of RBI.

RBI, he said, is a full-service
central bank with a mandate
spreading across functional
areas such as monetary policy,
currency management, regula-
tion and supervision, payment
system, financial inclusion and
management of forex reserves.

Despite this humongous
responsibility, the nine illustri-
ous decades of RBI’s existence
and 75 years of experience as
a regulator and supervisor
have built a foundation of a
strong financial sector which
could support the country in
fulfilling its developmental
aspirations, Rao added.

Total debt on major telcos
hits Rs 4.09 lakh cr

PNS n NEW DELHI

The total debt on four major
telecom operators in the coun-
try stood at Rs 4,09,905 crore
in the financial year 2024, with
state-owned BSNL recording
the lowest debt among com-
petitors at Rs 23,297 crore,
Parliament was informed on
Wednesday.

According to data shared by
Minister of State for
Communications Pemmasani
Chandra Sekhar in a written
reply to the Lok Sabha,
Vodafone Idea registered a
debt of Rs 2.07 lakh crore,
Bharti Airtel Rs 1.25 lakh crore
and Jio Infocomm Rs 52,740
crore as of March 31, 2024.

BSNL had a debt of Rs
40,400 crore in FY22, which
was reduced to Rs 28,092
crore with the help of a
revival package and financial
support from the govern-

ment.
"In 2019, the first revival

package amounting to
around Rs 69 thousand crores
was given that brought down
the operating costs  of
BSNL/MTNL. 

In 2022, a revival package
amounting to around Rs 1.64
Lakh crore was given. It
focused on infusing fresh
capital, restructuring debt,

viability gap funding for rural
telephony etc," Sekhar said.

The minister also said that
the government approved the
allotment of 4G/5G spec-
trum to BSNL with a total
outlay of around Rs 89,000
crore. "As a result of these
packages, BSNL has started
earning operating profits
from FY 2020-21," Sekhar
said.

NTPC Green
Energy shares

jump 13 pc 
in debut

PNS n NEW DELHI

Shares of NTPC Green Energy
Ltd, the renewable energy arm
of NTPC, ended with a premi-
um of 13 per cent against the
issue price of Rs 108 on
Wednesday.

The stock made its debut at
Rs 111.60, up 3.33 per cent
from the issue price on the
BSE. During the day, it
climbed 13.65 per cent to Rs
122.75. Shares of the firm
ended at Rs 122.10 apiece, ral-
lying 13.06 per cent.

On the NSE, it listed at Rs
111.50, up 3.24 per cent. The
stock ended at Rs 121.25, a
jump of 12.26 per cent.

The company's market val-
uation stood at Rs 1,02,885.49
crore. In terms of volume,
343.59 lakh shares of the firm
were traded on the BSE and
3,009.61 lakh shares on the
NSE during the day. Shares of
NTPC climbed 2.09 per cent
to settle at Rs 369.20 each on
the BSE. The initial public
offering of NTPC Green
Energy Ltd got subscribed
2.40 times on the closing day
of the share sale on Friday.

India to spend over Rs 9 lakh cr
on power transmission infra

PNS n NEW DELHI

A total expenditure of Rs 9.12
lakh crore has been planned to
augment power transmission
infrastructure capacity in the
country by 2032, according to
Union Minister Shripad Yesso
Naik.

The National
Electricity Plan
(Transmission)
covers the trans-
mission plan till
2031-32, said
Minister of State
for Power Shripad
Yesso Naik in a
written reply to
the Rajya Sabha
on Monday.

As per the Plan, 1,91,474
circuit kilometres (ckm) of
transmission lines and 1274
Giga Volt Ampere (GVA) of
transformation capacity would
be added (at 220 kV and
above voltage level) in the 10-
year period from 2022-23 to
2031-32.

In addition, he stated that
33.25 GW of High Voltage

Direct Current (HVDC) bi-
pole links are also planned.

The inter-regional trans-
mission capacity is planned to
increase to 143 GW by 2026-
27 and further to 168 GW by
2031-32, from the present
level of 119 GW.

The Plan also
highlights new
t e c h n o l o g y
options in
transmission,
cross-border
interconnec-
tions and pri-
vate sector par-
ticipation in
transmission.

He informed
the House that

total expenditure likely to be
incurred on this plan is about
Rs 9,16,142 crore.

The Transmission Plan pro-
vides visibility to the
Electricity Generators,
Equipment Manufacturers,
Transmission Service
Providers (TSP) and investors
for the growth opportunities
in Transmission Sector.

Fiscal deficit likely to be at 4.75 pc of GDP: IndRa
PNS n MUMBAI

The government will be able to
register the fiscal deficit at 4.75
per cent in FY25, 0.19 per cent
lower than the budget aim, by
reigning in expenditure, domes-
tic rating agency India Ratings
and Research said on
Wednesday.

The revenue expenditure,
excluding subsidies, will be
0.12 per cent of GDP, lower than
the budget estimate, the rating
agency added.

Its chief economist and head
of public finance Devendra
Kumar Pant said the govern-

ment capital expenditure will
come out to be Rs 62,000 crore
lower than the estimate of Rs
11.11 lakh crore.

Pant was quick to add that
the government capex will still
be 10.6 per cent higher than the
year-ago period. The govern-
ment was initially envisaging a
17.6 per cent growth in the key
number.

Even as there is a dip in the
government capital expenditure
projected, the capex to GDP in
FY25 at 3.21 per cent is estimat-
ed to be at a two-decade high,
the agency said.

"The FY25 capex growth has

been impacted by the general
elections in May 2024, and
capex in 1H FY25 shrank 15.42
per cent year-on-year. To
achieve the FY25 (BE) target,
capex in 2H FY25 must grow

52.04 per cent, which appears to
be a daunting task," it added.
Among ministries, railways,
and road, transport and high-
ways will breach their FY25
capex allocations, the agency

said.
There will be a slippage of

0.10 per cent of GDP on the
subsidies front due to higher
outgoes on food, fertiliser and
petroleum subsidies, the agency
said, pointing that the overall
spending has been 54.55 per
cent higher than the budgeted
levels in the first half of the fis-
cal.

On the revenue expenditure,
excluding subsidies, the rating
agency's report said actual
spending by 43 ministries other
than civil aviation, railways,
and road, transport and high-
ways in the April-September

period was less than 40 per cent
of their allocation.

The FY25 gross and net tax
revenue will come at 12.02 per
cent of GDP and 8.08 per cent
of GDP, respectively, which will
be a 17-year high, the report
said, adding that income tax and
corporate tax are estimated to
contribute 80.94 per cent and
10.53 per cent, respectively, to
the additional gross tax revenue.

Non-tax revenue and disin-
vestment receipts are to be
lower than the budgeted
amount of Rs 5.46 lakh crore
and Rs 78,000 crore, respective-
ly, in FY25, it said.

Air India Express
to start flights

to Bangkok 

Sensex rises by 230 pts on gains
in Adani stocks, select blue-chips
PNS n MUMBAI

Benchmark BSE Sensex
climbed 230 points in a
volatile session on Wednesday
following gains in Adani
group stocks and foreign fund
inflows.

The 30-share index rose by
230.02 points or 0.29 per cent
to settle at 80,234.08 as 18 of
its shares closed in green and
12 in red. During the day, it
surged 507.09 points or 0.63
per cent to 80,511.15.

In a see-saw trade, the NSE
Nifty rose by 80.40 points or
0.33 per cent to 24,274.90.
The index moved between a
high of 24,354.55 and a low of
24,145.65.

Utilities, power, services
and capital goods shares
advanced while realty and
healthcare stocks were the
laggards.

Adani group shares led the
recovery rising up to nearly 20
per cent after the group clar-
ified that chairman Gautam

Adani and his aides have not
been charged under the US
Foreign Corrupt Practices
Act. They faced three other
charges, including securities
and wire fraud that are pun-
ishable with monetary fines,
the group stated.

Adani Ports & SEZ was the
biggest gainer among Sensex
stocks, rising by 6 per cent.
HDFC Bank rose by 1.43 per
cent contributing over 167
points to total Sensex gains.

NTPC, Bajaj Finance,
Maruti and Axis Bank were
among the other gainers.

In contrast, Titan, State
Bank of India, Asian Paints,
Tata Consultancy Services,
HCL Tech, Sun Pharma,
IndusInd Bank and ICICI
Bank were among the lag-
gards.

Foreign institutional
investors were net buyers in
equity markets on Tuesday
which also bought strength-
ened the sentiment. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Air India Express will start
flights to Bangkok from Surat
and Patna from December 20,
making Thailand's capital its
15th international destina-
tion. Besides, the Tata Group
carrier will commence ser-
vices to Dimapur (Nagaland)
and Patna (Bihar). With these
new cities, the airline will be
connecting a total of 51 cities
across India, the Middle East
and Southeast Asia.

"Operations to Bangkok
will commence on 20th
December 2024, with direct
flights connecting Surat and
Pune to the vibrant capital of
Thailand. Additionally, the
airline strengthens its domes-
tic network with the launch of
services to Dimapur and
Patna, offering daily direct
connectivity between
Dimapur and Guwahati, and
Patna and Bengaluru and
Hyderabad."

‘French aircraft, defence
industries should look
at India to set up base’

‘India needs quantum leap in
scale, size of fiscal bodies’

BSNL debt lowest at Rs 23,297 crore

The regulatory developments and policy measures
initiated in the past have led to development of a
robust, resilient and strong financial system in
India which has weathered several crises
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S
pirituality is not just a practice – it's a way of life. In
a world where chaos and uncertainty often reign,
the pursuit of spirituality offers a beacon of hope
and inner peace. As a revered spiritual leader from
the Himalayan Yogi Institute and Swamarpan
Foundation, Acharya Advait Yogbhushan is on a

mission to share the wisdom of Aum and promote holistic well-
being. We had the privilege of sitting down with Acharya to
discuss his teachings, the true essence of yoga and the path to
enlightenment.
As we delve into the heart of his teachings, Yogbhushan reveals
the profound impact of yoga and Vedic wisdom on personal
and societal transformation, “For me, yoga, meditation and the
broader Vedic teachings are not just personal practices; they
are the blueprint for a transformative way of living. These
ancient tools offer us a direct path to uncover our true nature—
beyond the layers of conditioning and ego. As we cultivate inner
peace and clarity, we align ourselves with the universal rhythms
and that alignment becomes the foundation for societal
change.”
When individuals awaken to their deeper selves, he says, they
naturally embody compassion, integrity and harmony.
A society made up of such individuals would be a
society that values truth over materialism,
interconnectedness over division and peace
over conflict. This is the larger mission: to
awaken the consciousness of the individual
so that the collective consciousness evolves
and people live in nonduality (Advait),
bringing about true transformation on both
a personal and societal level.
In an era where yoga has become a global
phenomenon, he sheds light on the delicate
balance between accessibility and authenticity,
saying, “Yoga’s essence lies in its spiritual depth, not
just physical postures. While its global popularity has made it
more accessible, I focus on guiding people beyond the
surface—inviting them to explore yoga as a holistic practice
that unites body, mind and soul. To balance accessibility with
authenticity, I teach yoga as a living philosophy, emphasising
meditation, self-awareness and mindfulness. Yoga Abhyas
make changes in subtle body if practiced appropriately. This
way, even in a world that often focuses on the external, the
deeper transformative power of yoga remains intact and
accessible to all.”
As we explore the concept of enlightenment, Acharya Advait
Yogbhushan offers a profound insight. “Enlightenment is not
a distant goal, but a way of being—an unfolding realisation
that we are not separate from the divine, but intimately
connected to it,” he explains. According to Advait,
enlightenment is about seeing life with clarity,
free from the distortions of the ego. “In my
daily practice, enlightenment is
reflected in how I approach each
moment—with nondualism,
gratitude and a
deep sense of
awareness.”
Acharya

Advait Yogbhushan emphasises that
enlightenment is not about escaping the

world, but fully embracing it with love and
understanding. “Through yoga,
meditation, and conscious living, I
cultivate this awareness every day,
allowing it to guide my actions, my
interactions, and my inner peace.” He
views enlightenment as a shift in

perspective, seeing the divine in the ordinary and realising that
every breath is a step closer to awakening.
In today's fast-paced world, Acharya Advait Yogbhushan
recommends timeless techniques for cultivating resilience and
mental clarity. He notes that the practice of pranayama or
breath control is incredibly powerful, as it calms the mind,
centers the nervous system and restores balance. “Meditation,
especially with Aumkar Sadhana repetition or simply observing
the breath, creates a space of stillness amidst chaos, helping us
reconnect with our true nature.”
His work in yoga and spirituality extends to physical, mental,
and emotional well-being. He believes that the practice of yoga,
as he teaches it, offers a profound antidote to the mental and
emotional challenges of our time. “Yoga, in its truest form, is a
profound antidote to the mental and emotional challenges of
our time,” he explains. “In a world filled with stress and anxiety,
the practice I teach focuses on cultivating inner stillness
and awareness. Through pranayama (breathing
exercises), we learn to regulate the breath,
which directly impacts the nervous
system, calming the mind and
reducing anxiety.” In a
society oriented
t o w a r d

external achievement, he guides people to reconcile their
spiritual pursuits with their external goals. “In a society that
values external achievement, the path of self-realisation might
seem counterintuitive, but they are not opposing forces; they
are complementary,” he notes. “True success, as I teach, is not
measured by external markers—titles, wealth, or recognition—
but by the inner peace and fulfillment that come from knowing
and aligning with your true self.”
Acharya Advait Yogbhushan also explores the intersection of
Vedic sciences and modern science.
“Yes, there is a profound
alignment between Vedic
sciences and
m o d e r n

science, especially
when we look beyond the

surface,” he observes. “Vedic
teachings, with their focus on

consciousness, the interconnectedness
of life and the subtle energies of the universe,

echo many of the discoveries made in quantum
physics and neuroscience.”

In fact, in the Vedic tradition, he highlights that mindfulness
and awareness go much deeper than simply being present in
the moment or observing our thoughts, as is often emphasised
in Western interpretations. “In the Vedic context, mindfulness is
seen as the ability to maintain a steady, focused attention on the
true nature of the self—beyond the fluctuations of the mind,
emotions and the external world.”

While yoga is often practiced individually today, he notes that its
true power lies in community. “In the Vedic tradition,
Satsanga—the gathering of like-minded individuals—was
essential for spiritual growth. Community provides support,
accountability, and shared wisdom, helping us stay grounded
and inspired on our journey.
In making Vedic and yogic philosophies relevant and
approachable for people with diverse religious and cultural
backgrounds, he focuses on universal principles and practices.
“My yatra, inspired by my own journey through adversity,

focuses on awakening the sacred sound of (Aum),
which symbolises the universal

vibration that connects
all beings,” he shares.

“I believe that this sound
transcends religious

boundaries and resonates with
anyone seeking peace and harmony.” His

approach to mindfulness and yoga is rooted in
making these practices accessible and practical for

all. “When I conduct sessions, whether in schools, local
communities, or temples, I integrate mindfulness and yoga in

ways that are accessible and practical,” he explains. Acharya
Advait Yogbhushan focuses on simple, universal practices that
promote well-being, such as breathwork, meditation, and
mindful movement, which are relevant across cultures. For
children, he tailors his sessions to foster a sense of inner calm,
self-awareness, and compassion – values that transcend
specific religious teachings. In temples, he speaks on themes
like forgiveness and letting go of negativity, which are universal
human experiences that can resonate with anyone, regardless
of their faith.
At the heart of his work is the concept of “spirituality in action.”
He emphasises that this is about living what we practice, no
matter where we are. “I encourage people to bring mindfulness
into their work and daily life by reminding them that everything
we do can be done with presence and intention,” he notes.
Acharya Advait Yogbhushan stresses that compassion plays a
big part in this approach. “When we approach others with
kindness and understanding, we're practicing spirituality in the
real world.” 

AARTI SREENATH

aarti.sreenath9@gmail.com

F
or some, a career in teaching is the culmination of years of
dedication. For others, it’s merely the first chapter of a
much larger story. This is especially true for this celebrated
Telugu poet and writer, who transitioned from the
classroom to the literary world with grace, determination
and an unwavering passion for storytelling.

DrKondapalli Neeharini, a relentless torchbearer of Telugu literature,
seamlessly balances the roles of homemaker and literary trailblazer,
inspiring countless women along the way. Hailing from Chinna
Pendyala in Jangaon district, her journey was shaped by her parents'
powerful legacy—her mother, a leader in women’s empowerment and
her father, a freedom fighter and the first Lok Sabha MP from
Warangal. 
Her notable works, from poetry collections like Arra Talupulu to her
biographies and travelogues, reflect her deep social consciousness
and feminist perspective. She has dedicated decades to preserving
cultural legacies, notably through her biography of her father-in-law,
DrKondapalli Seshagiri Rao and her exploration of Telangana’s history
through her PhD thesis on the Oddaraju brothers.
Her contribution to literature has earned her numerous accolades,
including the prestigious Amruthalata Award, the She Award and
international recognition, yet she remains grounded, known for her
humility and deep empathy. Through her words, she continues to be
an advocate for societal change, equality and the transformative power
of storytelling, inspiring generations to come.  
Her literary journey began quietly, as many do. “I was always inclined
toward writing,” she says with a smile that suggests fond memories
of simpler times. “Even as a student, I was drawn to Telugu literature.
When I pursued my degree and later my MA in the same subject, I felt
like I was uncovering the depths of my language and culture.”
What started as a hobby during her early teaching career quickly
evolved into something more profound. “I had a habit of writing poetry
and essays, but it was after I left my teaching job—out of family
responsibilities—that I began taking my writing seriously. It was no
longer just about expressing myself but about creating something
meaningful for others.”
The next step in her journey was penning articles for newspapers, an
endeavor that brought her closer to her growing audience. “I felt a
deep sense of responsibility with each piece I wrote. If ten people read
my work, I knew it had the potential to shape their thoughts. A writer’s
words carry weight, and I never took that lightly.”
Her transition from teacher to writer wasn’t without challenges. It
required adapting to new forms of expression and finding her unique
voice in a competitive literary landscape. But the results were worth
the effort. Over the years, she became known for her ability to balance
introspective poetry with engaging essays on social and cultural
topics.
It wasn’t just the creative aspect of writing that she loved; she also enjoyed the
process of learning and observing. “When I write, I don’t just focus on my
thoughts—I actively seek out perspectives that challenge me. Whether it’s
analysing the good and the bad or diving deep into a subject, my work is about
understanding and conveying the complexity of life.”

One of her most celebrated works is Six Months in America, a
travelogue that offers both cultural reflections and personal anecdotes.
“When I traveled to America, it was for a deeply personal reason—to

support my daughter during her pregnancy
and celebrate her milestones,” she
explains. The experience was
transformative. For someone
deeply rooted in Indian
traditions, America presented
a world of contrasts. “It was
my first time travelling
abroad and I felt torn
between the bonds I’d left
behind and the
responsibility that brought
me there. I remember
observing everything—the
festivals, the family
dynamics, the way of life—
and constantly relating it back
to my own culture.”
Six Months in America is more
than a travelogue—it’s a
meditation on identity and belonging.
By blending her personal journey with
broader cultural commentary, she invites
readers to reflect on their own
experiences of home, heritage and
adaptation.
Beyond her literary success, her work has
been a beacon for women’s empowerment.
“In our society, there are countless
women—teachers, doctors, leaders—
doing extraordinary work. But their
stories often remain untold.
Through my writing, I
want to highlight their
achievements and
inspire others to
recognise the
greatness within
themselves.” “Women
are the backbone of
our society, and it’s
time we give them the
recognition they
deserve,” she asserts.
Despite her
accomplishments, she
remains grounded.
“Awards and recognition
are a double-edged
sword,” she admits. “On
one hand, they validate
your efforts. But on the other,
they come with the pressure to
keep achieving, to keep meeting
expectations. It’s a burden, but
one I carry with pride.”
Her journey—from a teacher
with a penchant for poetry to a
celebrated voice in Telugu

literature—is a testament to the power of
perseverance and passion. Her stories,

essays, and reflections continue to
inspire readers, offering a glimpse

into the world through her eyes.
As she puts it, “Writing is
more than a profession—it’s
a way of understanding life.
Through my words, I hope
to leave behind not just
stories, but a legacy of
thought, compassion, and
connection.”
In the quiet corners of her
mind and the bustling

world around her, she
continues to create. A

contemporary artist, a feminist
voice and a relentless seeker of

truth, she reflects on her evolving
identity with fervour. “I don't want to

stop here. I am constantly reading,
writing, and creating. The world still holds so

many untold stories and I feel compelled to bring
them to light,” she says.

Her commitment to feminist ideals transcends literature, shaping her
vision for aspiring writers in the Telugu literary space. “Feminism is not
about opposing men but about steering them toward understanding.
It's about standing on our own feet—achieving financial freedom and
using it to navigate life's challenges,” she asserts with conviction.

These views are deeply rooted in her upbringing and personal
history. Born into a politically charged family during the

Razakar movement, she witnessed resilience and
revolution firsthand. Her father, an

underground revolutionary turned MP,
instilled in her the belief that

education is a
transformative tool. “He
always said, ‘We don’t
have anything but

education.’ That stayed
with me.” Her life story

reads like a movie script, a
tale of determination, losses,

and triumphs. Despite facing
academic setbacks and societal

hurdles, she emerged as a voice
for change. “We have to embrace

our identity as women and lead
with intelligence, maturity and
compassion,” she says.
As she works on completing her

latest book and exploring new
artistic endeavors, she remains a
mentor to young writers. Her advice
to them is simple yet profound:

“Observe society, write with intention
and never forget that true freedom lies

in achieving your dreams.”

Unlocking potential of
radiography in healthcare

W
e need to raise awareness of the value of
radiography, in healthcare. This has to come in
the form of knowing the importance that

radiography and X-ray technology play in the
diagnostics and treatment of various conditions, which
is not within the public's general knowledge
radiography professionals exert their expertise in
discovering injuries, diseases and illnesses. In so doing,
there is recognition for their efforts in healthcare.
The evolution of X-rays is a landmark contribution from
professionals in radiography to the medical profession.
It has revolutionized the science world because it allows
physicians to look at structures without any need for
invasive procedures. It is helpful that we let the public
know the advancement in the technology and practical
capacity of radiography.
Radiography uses X rays to visualise the mechanics of
the body in medical domains including imaging and
interventional medicine, such as catheter placements
and biopsies that diagnose fractures and diseases such
as tumors and infections. In oncology, therapeutic
radiography also plays a part in planning and delivering
targeted radiation therapy to combat cancer while
ensuring the protection of healthy tissue. In dentistry, X-
rays are used to assess health status, diagnose cavities,
and monitor bone density alterations. Similarly in
medicine, radiography is an essential tool for detecting
and diagnosing a variety of health-related concerns in
animals. Advances and Developments in Radiography
Radiography has undergone a great evolution,
advancing from both the diagnostic accuracy and
patient safety standpoints.
With Digital Radiography, it is now possible to obtain
high-resolution images and expose the patient to far
less radiation than ever, and processing is also
completed much faster. This decreases the waiting time
for the patient. The advent of 3D Imaging, with Cone
Beam CT, and 3D reconstruction gives a better view of
the complex areas that is always proving invaluable in
intricate surgeries and dental procedures. The
integration of AI with Machine Learning into

radiography has improved the accuracy of diagnostics
by enhancing the ability to detect subtle patterns or
anomalies through radiologists, as early-stage tumors
or fractures among others. Low-dose techniques are
being positioned at the forefront of the debates on
radiography, focusing on minimizing exposure to
radiation while providing good quality images for
patient safety. Portable radiography units, today, are
able to acquire images at patient bedsides and have
already proven to be invaluable in critical care as well as
in emergency settings and with the current COVID-19
situation wherein mobility and containment was the
issue. These technological advances show how
radiography has become safer, more effective, and
versatile in practice. Significance of Radiography in
Health Care The importance of radiography lies in the
medical field because it offers the earliest and most
effective identification and diagnosis of grave conditions
such as broken bones, infections, and cancers.
Identifying those conditions at early stages gives the
largest hope for successful treatment and survival.
Treatment planning also relies heavily on adequate
radiographic imaging, especially in fields like oncology
and surgery. Good treatment plans often rely on clear
images of the affected area. Radiography provides a
least invasive form of diagnosis, which negates the risk
of surgical exposure that would strain the patient's
body, shortens procedures as short as possible, and
reduces the painfulness and recovery time.
Radiographic imaging also enables one to observe
patients continuously, hence tracing the developing or
resolving pathologies and evaluating the effects of
treatment by monitoring a reduction in size, in the case
of tumors, in cancer treatment. This makes radiography
an essential element of good practice and patient-
focused care, providing accurate, early, and continuous
insight into health conditions.

(The author, DrRavindra B Kamble, is a Lead
Consultant - Neuro-Intervention & Diagnostic

Radiology, at Aster RV Hospital.)

From
her humble

beginnings as a teacher to
her rise as a literary trailblazer,

Dr Neeharini's story is a testament
to the power of passion,

perseverance and dedication to one's
craft. In a heartwarming conversation
with The Pioneer, we delve into the

remarkable life and works of
Neeharini, a celebrated Telugu

poet, writer and feminist
voice 

Shaping Telugu literature with grace

Spirituality
meets social impact in the

remarkable journey of Acharya
Advait Yogbhushan, a visionary

spiritual leader dedicated to
spreading the universal message of

peace, harmony and self-realisation. 
In an exclusive conversation with 

The Pioneer for Community Wise, the
Acharya delves into the transformative
power of yoga, mindfulness and

awareness, offering invaluable
peace and more

ILLUMINATING LIVES 
BEYOND YOGA MAT
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what’s brewing?

Sunfeast Dark Fantasy has partnered with

Pushpa 2: The Rule. As part of this special

collaboration, Sunfeast Dark Fantasy has

introduced specially designed limited-edition

Pushpa 2 packs ahead of the movie release.

Further, the brand will offer a once-in-a-lifetime

opportunity to five lucky fans to meet superstar

Allu Arjunwith the ‘Biggest Fan Biggest Fantasy’

contest, creating a dream come true momentfor

fans of Pushpa. Participants need to take a selfie

using a special Augmented Reality (AR) filter on

the dedicated campaign microsite

(www.biggestfanbiggestfantasy.com ) and share

it on their social platforms while tagging the

brand for their chance to win exciting prizes and

for an opportunity to meet the Pushpa star.

PA
R

T
Y

Day 3 of Pandit Motiram Pandit Maniram Sangeet Samaroha evening began
with a soulful Hindustani vocal performance by Swar Sharma, whose

melodious voice and intricate singing created a calming start.This was
followed by a spellbinding performance by Rahul Deshpande, a celebrated
vocalist and grandson of the legendary Pandit Vasantrao Deshpande. Rahul
showcased his talent by singing a mix of classical and semi-classical styles

like khayal, Natya sangeet and thumri.

The Indian Poultry Equipment Manufacturers Association (IPEMA)/ Poultry
India inaugurated the 3-day 16th edition of Poultry India Expo 2024. The event
was inaugurated at Hitex exhibition centre in Hyderabad and will end
tomorrow (November 29).

Barbeque Nation presented ‘The Great Grill Loot’ – a pirate-themed
seafood and entertainment festival. Available across outlets in

Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, this exciting festival will go on till
December 15, offering diners an exceptional seafood experience at

Barbeque Nation.

ARCHIE

GARFIELD
REALITY CHECK CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

Yesterday’s solution

SUDOKU

Rules

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

FUN

Indulge in the art of dessert-making with these three
carefully crafted recipes. Each one is a masterclass in
balancing flavors, textures, and presentation. Whether
you're a seasoned baker or a beginner in the kitchen,

these recipes will guide you through the process of
creating truly show-stopping desserts

INGREDIENTS:

” 4 large, ripe peaches  ” 1/2 cup brown sugar

” 1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil ” 2 tablespoons balsamic

vinegar ” 1 teaspoon vanilla extract  ” 1/2 cup sliced almonds

” 1 puff pastry  ” 1 container ricotta

STEP BY STEP

Step 1: Preheat the oven to 180 ºC.  Step 2: Wash, peel and slice the peaches into 3 cm slices. Set them aside. 

Step 3: Place the puff pastry in a tart pan, prick the bottom with a fork and bake until golden brown. 

Step 4: Take it out of the oven and wait for it to cool a little.   Step 5: Spread the ricotta over the bottom of the crust. Set it aside. 

Step 6: Combine the oil, sugar and vanilla extract in a pan. Caramelize the sugar over low heat, and then add the peach slices. Take the

mixture off the heat and pour it over the ricotta in the tart pan. Decorate with sliced almonds and a sprinkling of balsamic vinegar. 

INGREDIENTS:

” 120 g flour

” 120 g almond flour

” 150 g dark chocolate  

” 5 eggs

” 210 g condensed milk

” 50 g Borges light extra-virgin

olive oil  

” 2 tablespoons apple cider vinegar

” 1 tbsp. baking powder

” For the chocolate coating:

” 100 ml whipping cream

” 100 g dark chocolate

” 25 g butter 

” Shredded coconut

STEP BY STEP

Step 1: Preheat the oven to 170?ºC and melt the chocolate in a double

boiler over low heat. 

Step 2: Meanwhile, beat the eggs with the condensed milk until they are

frothy. Add the light extra-virgin olive oil, the apple cider vinegar and the

melted chocolate, and beat again. 

Step 3: Add the flour, almond flour and baking powder and mix until the

batter is smooth. 

Step 4: Pour the batter into an 8-inch cake pan, greased with light extra-

virgin olive oil, and bake for 40-45 minutes. 

Step 5: Let the cake cool for 5 minutes in the pan, then take it out and

set it on a wire rack to finish cooling. 

Step 6: To make the chocolate coating, heat the cream in a saucepan.

Just as it begins to boil, remove it from the heat and add the chocolate

and butter. Stir until both have melted. Pour the coating over the cake,

making sure to cover it completely, and let the cake cool until the

coating hardens. 

Step 7: Sprinkle with grated coconut and decorate with Easter figurines.

EASTER CAKE

INGREDIENTS:

” 300 g mixed berries  ” 60 ml olive oil

” 50 g granulated sugar  

” 50 g ground almonds  ” 1 egg  

” 10 g vanilla sugar  ” 1 pie crust

STEP BY STEP

Step 1: Preheat the oven to 180 ºC. 

Step 2: Set the pie crust in a tart pan and prick the

bottom with a fork.

Step 3: In a large bowl, make the almond cream by

mixing the olive oil, sugar, ground almonds and egg. Mix

until smooth and creamy. Pour the almond cream over

the crust and bake for 10 minutes at 180 °C.

Step 4: Meanwhile, wash and drain the berries.

Step 5: Once the tart base is done baking, let it cool

completely before arranging the berries on top of the

almond cream. It’s ready to serve

ALMOND AND 
BERRY TART

BAKE, CREATE, INDULGEBAKE, CREATE, INDULGEBAKE, CREATE, INDULGEBAKE, CREATE, INDULGEBAKE, CREATE, INDULGEBAKE, CREATE, INDULGEBAKE, CREATE, INDULGEBAKE, CREATE, INDULGE

PEACH PIE WITH BALSAMIC VINEGAR

Courtesy:
Vishal Gupta,

Managing
Director at

Borges India
Pvt Ltd.
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S
uku Purvaj, a gold
medalist from
Andhra University in
Fine Arts, turned out
to be the director of
four Telugu films. It’s

an interesting story when talk-
ing about his debut film,
Shukra, released in the year
2019. “It’s a thriller and we were
all excited as we announced the
release date and even held an
event before the release day,”
reminisces Suku.

But at the same time the pan-
demic happened and most of
the theaters were all closed. “My
film ran successfully for a cou-
ple of years, but because the
lockdown theatres closed. We
made the film with a budget of
75 lakhs, but it ran successful-
ly on Amazon Prime Video and
collected an amount of Rs 4.2
crore,” said Purvaj.

A filmmaker approached him
for the second film. “They liked
my Shukra and approached me
for another film, which I made,
Matarani Maunamidi. This is a
horror film and after the film was
completed and ready to hit the
screens, at that time the second
lockdown happened,” said

Purvaj. Though his films did not
have a big-screen release, he was
never disappointed. Reason—he
got a good name as director.
Hailing from Visakhapatnam,
Purvaj completed an MBA.
Before that he completed his
graduation in Fine Arts from
Andhra University. “I was a
gold medalist from the univer-
sity,” he said. “From my child-
hood, I was into writing and for-
mation scenes,” he said. He
added that in his third class he
wrote a play in school.

Purvaj learnt all the skills that
are needed for cinema. “I
learned at Raj Kapoor
Memorial, Pune, about photog-
raphy and acting,” he said. “I
feel it is my destiny to become
a director and I am confident
that I can show my talent and
in the coming years, people will
talk about me,” he said.

Now, Purvaj is coming up
with a superhero film titled A
Masterpiece. “The film is com-
pleted and the VFX work is
pending. A UK-based compa-
ny is doing the VFX and once
it is completed, I want to release
it in the coming summer,” he
said. He added that Aravind
Krishna, Aashu Reddy, Jyothi
Pooraj, Jayaprakash, Manish
Gillada and many others played

important roles.
“I have taken the story from

mythology. From Vishnu
Purana and Ramayana, I took
a few points and added some
fictional stories to it,” said
Purvaj. In the Ramayana

Dasaradha is the king and one
of the finest ministers of his is
Aryasumantra. “In my film,
the superhero is the great, great
grandson of Aryasumantra,”
he said. With the mythology
mixed with the present situa-

tion, Purvaaj wrote this super-
hero story. “A means
Aryasumantra; that’s why my
title is A Masterpiece,” he said.

The film is pending for the
VFX, so he started another
thriller called Killer. “In my ear-
lier films, I wanted to act, but
because of a few circumstances,
I couldn’t act. But now, I am
producing the film on my own,
so I decided to act in this
Killer,” he said. The first sched-
ule is already completed.

Though he hails from
Visakhapatnam, many of his
films few portions were shot
here. “My superhero film was
shot in Araku, Visakhapatnam,
Vadodara, Hyderabad and many
other places,” he said. He is plan-

ning to release the superhero
film in Hindi too. He made
the film with a budget of Rs
15 crores. “I am very confi-
dent that my superhero film
will definitely enthrall
everyone,” said.

When asked about the
name Suku Purvaj, which
is not familiar to Telugu
people. He said his
actual name is Suresh
Kumar. So he has
taken the first two
letters from the name
‘Suku.’ “I met a Swamji
at a village near
Visakhapatnam and he
gave me the name Purvaj.
From then onwards I start-
ed as Suku Purvaj,” he said.

F
olks, the day we were all waiting for is here. The
rumours around actress Keerthy Suresh dating
her long-time beau Antony Thattil are true! Yes,

you read that right. And who has confirmed it?
Keerthy herself.

Keerthy on Wednesday shared an adorable
Instagram post. She shared a photo of the two enjoy-
ing fireworks, captioning it, “15 years and counting  It
has always been… AntoNY x KEerthy.”

Well, adding to the excitement, Keerthy’s father, G.
Suresh, revealed that the two have been friends since
Class 12. “The wedding will take place in Goa in
December. The exact date is yet to be decided as she
is presently finishing her debut film in Hindi (Baby
John),” said Kumar.

He further revealed that Antony is an engineer by
profession and after working in Qatar, he returned to
Kochi briefly and is now engaged in wholesale busi-
ness in Venetian blinds.

He added that the wedding in Goa is going to be a
very close affair and will see very few people. “We are
deciding whether to have a reception and if it happens,
it is likely to be in Thiruvananthapuram,” said Kumar.

Keerthy (32) began her career as a child actress in
the early 2000s and returned to films after studying
fashion design. Her first lead role was in the 2013
Malayalam film Geethaanjali, directed by Priyadarshan.

In 2018, she won the National Award for acting in
the Telugu film Mahanati. Her younger sister, Revathy
Suresh, is now an assistant to Priyadarshan.

It’s official! Keerthy Suresh & 
Antony to enter wedlock this Dec

After this film, Sreeleela and I
will become a hit pair: Nithiin
A

ctor Nithiin is coming up
with his upcoming film
Robinhood, directed by

Venky Kudumula. The film, star-
ring Sreeleela as the female lead,
is set to hit the screens on
December 25. It is interesting to
note that Nithiin is pairing up
with Sreeleela again in this film.
During the promotions of his
earlier film Extraordinary Man,
Nithiin had criticised Sreeleela for
not providing sufficient dates to
complete the film. At that time, he
had also cautioned Venky
Kudumula about this issue. “I
know I said those words, but for
this film, she gave her time, and
after its release, we became a hit
pair,” said Nithiin.

The actor has also joined hands
with director Venky Kudumula for
the second time after Bheeshma.
“In this film, you can see more
entertainment than Bheeshma,”
said Venky. He added that this film
will definitely give a boost to
Nithiin’s career. Talking about
Sreeleela, the director said that till
now, many see her as Dancing
Queen. “But now, with this film,
Sreeleela could prove herself as a

good actress with her perfor-
mance,” said the director.

Sreeleela is currently in the
news for her special song from
Pushpa 2. When asked whether the
makers had initially wanted to rope
in Shraddha Kapoor for the same
song, she replied, “I don’t know
about it, but when it came to me,
I decided to do the song.” When

asked about her remuneration for
the song, she said, “I haven’t dis-
cussed it with my producers yet.”
Mythri Movie Makers, the produc-
ers of Pushpa 2 and Robinhood, are
confident that they will end the
year on a high note. “Our film
Robinhood is definitely a good
film,” said Ravi, one of the produc-
ers.

Hansika Motwani’s 
Sri Gandhari casts its
spell for Dec release

H
ansika Motwani is set to stun audiences with her
dual-role performance in the upcoming horror-
thriller Sri Gandhari. Directed and produced by R

Kannan under the Masala Pix banner, the film reunites
Hansika with the filmmaker after their successful
collaboration on the 2013 comedy Settai.
The movie will be
brought to Telugu
audiences by
Raju Nayak of
Lachhuram
Productions, in
association with
Saraswati
Developers and
presented by
Vikram Kumar
Rejintala.
Scheduled for a
December
release, Sri
Gandhari has
already generated
excitement with
its trailer and
promotional
material, receiving a fantastic response.
In the film, Hansika portrays a young officer leading a
Hindu Trust Committee, embarking on a fascinating
mission to unravel the mysteries of the ancient
‘Gandharva Kota' monument. The fort, steeped in
history and secrets, serves as the backdrop for a
gripping tale of suspense, horror and intrigue.
The ensemble cast includes Metro Sirish, Mayilsamy,
Thalaivasal Vijay, Aadukalam Naren, Stunt Silva,
Vinodhini, Pavan, Brigida Saga, Vadivel Murugan and
Kalairani. With a story by Tholkappiyan and a screenplay
by Dhananjayan, the film promises a compelling
narrative.
The technical team features Balasubramanian as the
cinematographer, LV Ganesh Muthu as the music
composer, Jijinthra as the editor and Silva as the stunt
director, ensuring a visually and emotionally engaging
cinematic experience.
Sri Gandhari blends horror, mystery and suspense,
promising to keep audiences on the edge of their seats.
The exact release date will be announced soon.

T
he much-anticipated crime thriller
Weekend has commenced its first
shooting schedule in Chirala.

Featuring VIP Sri as the protagonist and
Priya Deshapaga as the lead heroine, the
film is being produced by ID Bharathi
under the Khadgadhara Movies banner.

Promising to be a gripping commercial
entertainer, Weekend is set to blend crime,
suspense and other intriguing elements.

The shooting began at St. Ann’s College
of Engineering, Chirala, in the presence
of the film’s directors and producers. 

The launch was marked by NRI Lela

Jaya switching on the camera, while
senior character artist Ajay Ghosh gave the
first clap.

The team has announced that the first
schedule will take place entirely in
Chirala, setting the stage for this excit-
ing project. 

SUKU PURVAJ, THE MAN BEHIND SOME
OF THE MOST EXCITING FILMS IN
RECENT TELUGU CINEMA, SPEAKS
EXCLUSIVELY TO THE PIONEER ABOUT
HIS CREATIVE PROCESS, HIS
INSPIRATIONS AND WHAT'S NEXT
FOR THIS TALENTED FILMMAKER!

GOLD MEDALIST-TURNED-DIRECTOR, SUKU PURVAJ

TAKING TELUGU CINEMA BY STORM

S T A N D A L O N E

The love birds, Aditi Rao Hydari and Siddharth, on Wednesday shared a few adorable pictures of
their wedding for the second time at the magnificent Alila Fort Bishargarh. The couple announced

their wedding on September 16, 2024. While fans were all in awe already, their latest wedding pics
are no less than a visual treat. 

Pushpa 2 set for a long haul!

L
ately, the length of a film has been a topic
of discussion in film circles. While some
argue that a good film will keep audiences

engaged regardless of its duration, others feel
that films over three hours are too long. Films
like Arjun Reddy and Animal, both of which
exceeded three hours in length, went on to
become blockbusters. Now, the highly antici-
pated Pushpa 2 has also finalised its runtime.
The film clocks in at three hours and 20 min-
utes. The film has also finally completed its cen-
sor certification on Wednesday.

“You never feel bored as every scene is iconic
and interesting. Though our film is more than
three hours, you feel like it is two and half hours
after watching. It needs this much length and I
am sure the audience will enjoy every bit from

the film,” said Naveen Yerneni, one of the pro-
ducers of Mythri Movie Makers production house.

Sukumar is the director and this is sequel to
the earlier Pushpa. Rashmika Mandanna is play-
ing the female lead, while Sreeleela appears in
the special song. Devi Sri Prasad is the music
director. When asked about Devi Sri Prasad’s
comments on producers, they said it is not a
big thing. “He only said that I love him, so we
will work with DSP in more films in the com-
ing days and we don’t have any differences
between us,” said Ravi, one of the producers.

Meanwhile, Allu Arjun and Rashmika
Mandanna electrified fans in Kochi, Kerala,
with a pre-release event. The event marked a
pivotal moment in the promotional journey of
the sequel to the blockbuster Pushpa: The Rise.

CHIRALA GOES THRILLS AS CRIME
THRILLER WEEKEND TAKES OFF
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PTI n PERTH

Former India captain Sunil
Gavaskar feels a subtle

adjustment to his batting
stance in the second innings
of the Perth Test helped Virat
Kohli  neutral ise  the
Australian attack and redis-
cover his vintage form.

Kohli arrived in Australia
after a lean run of form across
formats in recent months.
His struggles against spin on
turning tracks raised doubts
about his spot in the team.

However, he silenced his
detractors by scoring his 30th
Test ton in the first Test at
Perth. It was his first hundred
after the 121 against the West
Indies at Port of Spain in July
2023.

"His body was completely
relaxed when he came into bat
in the second innings. In the
first innings, because of the
fact that India had lost two
wickets early, he would have
also been under pressure,"
Gavaskar said on Star Sports.
"In that second innings, you

could sense apart from chang-

ing that stance, I think he also
got his legs, which were
maybe just a little bit wider at
the start. Just a little bit,
maybe I 'm thinking too
much, but that little thing
might have given him that
height he wanted. Well, in
Australia, on the bouncier
pitches, you need that edge.

"I liked that mid-wicket
boundary that he hit off
Hazlewood. That, to me, was
not the easiest of shots. A
straight drive is a little easier
because your stance is like
that, but just to open up a lit-
tle bit and play that - that was
all magic."
Having gotten out on 5 in the
first innings, Kohli brought all
his technical expertise into
play while dealing with the
vagaries of variable bounce in
the second essay as Australian
bowlers desperately tried the
off-stump line, short ball tac-
tic and even attacking the line
of stump to get the veteran
batter out.
Former Australian cricketer

Matthew Hayden also com-
mented on Kohli's stance

adjustments in the second
innings, saying the move to be
more upright on a pitch where
variable bounce was present

worked for Kohli.
"It's a very good point

because the reverse can be
said also to someone touring

to India and having to lower
their stance. I know I cer-
tainly did that. But being able
to be a little more upright

means that your head position
has to stay on top of the
bounce so that it starts to
work in your favour.

"I said right from the start
that I actually liked his move,
batting in more line with the
ball. I thought that was a good
strategy. I think he loves to
play like that, and we saw
some classic cases where he
just eased the ball through
mid-wicket. But you can't do
that from outside off stump,
so getting into the line, I
thought, was important."
"The other little adjustment

that you mentioned, being a
little more upright, so he
could stay on top of the
bounce,  was also real ly
important. If you're getting
closer to the ball like he was
-- another thing, I think, was
probably playing the ball later. 
"When he's not in his best

form, he goes quite hard,
feeling for the ball. He wants
to feel the ball on the bat, par-
ticularly on the front foot. But
he just seemed to give himself
a little more time and be a lit-
tle softer."
Gavaskar compared Kohli's

recent struggles to the time
when tennis legends like
Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal

and Novak Djokovic went
without a title.
"I said in commentary that

Roger Federer, Novak
Djokovic, and Rafa Nadal, they
are title winners. If they lose in
the semi-finals, people say,
'Oh, they're not in form.'
Anybody else getting into the
semi-finals, you would say,
'Oh, what a wonderful perfor-
mance.'
"Similarly, with Virat Kohli,

because everybody is so used to
him scoring so many hun-
dreds quite regularly, when he
doesn't score 100, even if he's
getting 70-80 -- which a lot of
guys will be very happy to get
-- people say, 'Look, he's not
scoring runs.' And that is the
reason why there was that feel-
ing. "But then again, Indian
fans, they're greedy fans.
They're not going to be happy
with their idol scoring only
60-70s. They want their icons,
their idols, to score hundreds,
and that is the reason there
was this little talk about, 'Oh,
he hasn't got a hundred since
July 2023.' July 2023 is just
about a year ago," he added. 

Gavaskar credits Kohli's stance adjustment for success in Perth

PTI n SYDNEY

Sean Abbott was seen wip-
ing away tears as family

and friends paid tribute to the
late Australian cricketer
Phillip Hughes on Wednesday
to mark the 10-year anniver-
sary of his tragic death after
being struck on the neck
while batting.
Abbott bowled the fatal deliv-
ery that struck Hughes during
a Sheffield Shield match
between New South Wales
and South Australia in 2014 at
the Sydney Cricket Ground.

NSW players  consoled
Abbott as they stood for an
emotional tribute, including
observing a minute's silence,
before the start of play on day
four of their Sheffield Shield
match against Tasmania at the
SCG.
Hughes, who played 26 Tests,

25 ODIs and one T20I for
Australia, lost his life three
days before his 26th birthday.
Players in the Sheffield Shield
have been wearing black arm-
bands in matches since
Saturday as a tribute to
Hughes.

"Today marks the 10-year
anniversary of the passing of
our treasured son and broth-
er, Phillip Joel Hughes," the
family said in its message.
"Phillip was a loving, humor-
ous and an infectious person
to be around."
According to reports in local
media, Abbott was consulted
in advance about whether he
would be comfortable with a
match being scheduled on
the anniversary of one of the
most saddest moments in
Australian sports.
The family further said, "He

always aimed to make those

around him smile and enjoy
the little things in life, where
his beautiful smile would
come to life. He shined bright
even in the tough times,
which is a testament to who
he was as a person, and we
loved everything about him.
"He was the light of our lives.
Phillip had a profound love
for his family and lived his life
with respect to everyone
around him.

Cricket  Austral ia  had
planned in advance a series of
initiatives to mark the 10th
anniversary of Hughes' death
including a tribute before the
start of the second Test
between India and Australia
at the Adelaide Oval sched-
uled from December 6-10.

"Phillip, the small-town
country boy, became an
Australian Test, One-Day and
Twenty-20 cricketer, where he

played on the toughest pitch-
es around the globe, alongside
the toughest of cricketers on
the world stage, but never for-
got where he came from and
who helped along the way,"
the family said in the message.
"He was a unique individual

that took risky and adventur-
ous strides to conquer the
dreams he set for himself to
become test baggy green
number 408.
"He played cricket for all the
right reasons and had the
ability to take it all in his
stride. He loved being a part
of a team and representing
Australia for the game he
loved so deeply."
Cricket Australia, which has

produced a special docu-
mentary on him, will broad-
cast it ahead of the second
Test  between India and
Australia, as part of a two-

week commemoration pro-
gramme. Batting on 63,
Hughes collapsed before
receiving mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation and was subse-
quently taken to Sydney's St
Vincent's Hospital, where he
underwent surgery and was
placed in an induced coma.
Hughes, however, could not

recover from the blow and
died on November 27. The
left-hander was viewed as
one of  the promising
Australian cricketers as the
team went through a transi-
tional phase.

In the Austral ia-India
Adelaide Test that followed
his death a decade ago, the
southpaw was named as the
home team's 13th player with
63 (the score he was batting
at in his last match) seconds
of applause observed ahead of
the game. 

Phillip Hughes remembered on 10th death anniversary as Abbott gets teary-eyed

PTI n LUCKNOW

Top seeds PV Sindhu and
Lakshya Sen advanced to

the second round of the
women's and men's singles
respectively at the Syed Modi
International Super 300 bad-
minton tournament after reg-
istering straight-game victo-
ries here on Wednesday.
Two-time Olympic medallist
Sindhu defeated rising shut-
tler Anmol Kharb 21-17, 21-
15, while Lakshya, 2021 world
championships bronze medal-
list, powered past Malaysian
qualifier Sholeh Aidil 21-12,
21-12 in another match.
Sindhu, who is returning to

the tournament after a two-
year hiatus, will face compa-
triot Ira Sharma, who tri-
umphed over Deepshikha
Singh 21-13, 21-19 in her
opening match.
"I'm happy to be back here

after two years. I couldn't play
last year because of injury, but
it feels great to be playing on
home soil again," Sindhu said
after her win. 
"I was playing against Anmol
for the first time, and she did
well. We've played together in
the Asian Team
Championships before, so I
was confident. It was my first
match, and I made some mis-
takes, but overall I'm happy

with my performance."
Lakshya will next face either
Ravi  or Israel 's  Danii l
Dubovenko.
"It's always great to play in

front of the home crowd. I've
competed here in the past, but
right now, I'm focusing on my
next match. My goal is to do
well in the BWF tournaments
and at  the World
Championships,"  said
Lakshya,  the 2022
Commonwealth Games
champion.
In the men's singles, third

seed Kiran George, eighth
seed Ayush Shetty,  and
Meiraba Luwang Maisnam
also progressed to the second
round.
In the women's singles, sec-

ond seed Malvika Bansod,

f i f th seed Anupama
Upadhyaya, Isharani Baruah,
Devika Sihag, Unnati Hooda,
Tasnim Mir and Shriyanshi
Valishetty all advanced to the
next stage.

Malvika defeated Wiktoria
Dabczynska 21-16, 21-7,
while Anupama overcame
Azerbaijan's Keisha Fatimah
Azzahra 19-21, 22-20, 21-15.
Hooda, meanwhile,  beat
Thai land's  Thamonwan
Nithiittikrai 21-12, 21-16.
In the men's singles, Kiran

George triumphed over Alap
Mishra 21-12, 23-21; Ayush
Shetty out lasted Raghu
Mariswamy 21-18, 15-21, 21-
16; and Meiraba Luwang
Maisnam defeated Thailand's
Saran Jamsri 14-21, 21-19, 21-
10. 

Syed Modi International: Sindhu,
Lakshya storm into second round PTI n NEW DELHI

World Athletics boss
Sebastian Coe is quite

aware that cricket is nothing
short of "religion" in India but
he feels it shouldn't be viewed
as a "roadblock" for other
sports, which can challenge its
dominance by producing trail-
blazers like javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra to capture the
public imagination.
Coe, one of the candidates for
next year's International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
presidential elections, has been
in the country for the past two
days, meeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and sports
minister Mansukh Mandaviya
among others to discuss the
growth potential of Indian
sports.
Expressing faith in the coun-

try's potential to become a
powerhouse, the four-time
Olympic medal-winning for-
mer middle distance runner
said, "When you have an Indian
athlete winning Olympic titles
and world championships, then
you are in good shape."
"When you have athletes of the
calibre and high profile of
Neeraj, then you can actually
mount a very good challenge to
other sports. And look, we
know the national religion is
cricket," he stated in a tele-
phonic interview with PTI on
Wednesday.
"It's really important that India
have athletes that capture the

imagination of the public, ulti-
mately the broadcasters. And
Neeraj does both," added Coe,
who also headed the 2012
London Olympics bid.
Chopra won an unprecedent-
ed track-and-field gold in the
Tokyo Olympics before adding
a silver to his kitty in Paris this
year making him an all-time
great in Indian sports at a
mere 26 years of age.
Cricket not a roadblock for

other sports
Cricket enjoys massive fol-

lowing in India but Coe said it
is not a roadblock for others
and they should find innovative
and creative ways to gain pop-
ularity.  "It (cricket) shouldn't
be (a roadblock), because every
country has sports that are
dominant. It would be like
saying in the UK, well, football
is an inhibitor for track and
field. We have one of the best

track and field teams in the UK
that we've had for many years,"
the 68-year-old Coe said.
"You have to live with what you
have to live with. And you can't
just sit there saying, well, India,
the cricket or football or rugby
or wherever these sports are
really strong. You sort of give
up, you don't.
"You have to be more innova-
tive, more creative. The sport-
ing landscape is very compet-
itive. Cricket is a very dominant
sport in India. I watch it all the
time," said the long-time
administrator, whose grandfa-
ther was an Indian (hotlier
Sardari Lal Malhotra).
'Dialogue with PM a private

conversation'
India's Olympic performance at
this year's Paris Games was
underwhelming for a billion-
strong country with six medals,
none of them being gold.

The nation is now aiming to
host the quadrennial show-
piece in 2036 and has submit-
ted a letter of intent to the IOC.
The bid is being backed by PM
Modi, whom Coe met on
Monday.
"I'm not going to divulge a pri-
vate conversation. But we
talked about the importance of
big events in India. He was very
clear that big events promote
not just better competition,
but have a broader societal
impact, particularly on the
health, mental and physical of
young people" Coe said.

"And he (PM) is obviously
very keen for more events to
come to India and was partic-
ularly encouraging of the
Indian athletics federation
(AFI) to bid for more of our
events," he added.
With World Athletics Ultimate
Championship (WAUC) set to
outshine all global athletics
events in terms of star cast and
record-setting prize money of
USD 10 million starting 2026,
Coe said India could joint the
bidding process. Budapest has
been chosen as the venue for
the inaugural event.
"I sincerely hope so (India can
aspire to host the event). But
look, we have a bidding
process, which we actively
encourage all our federations
that love athletics and have the
capacity to deliver those events,
to want to bid for them.
"So, World Athletics is open for
business and India is a very

important market for us," he
said.
Coe said the idea of giving

USD 50,000 to gold-winning
track and field athletes at the
Paris Olympics was driven by
a desire to provide them finan-
cial security.
"Look, there was nothing new
in what we announced. And it's
certainly been my philosophy
for the best part of 45-50 years.
I've always believed that the
welfare of the athletes isn't just
about mental and physical.
"It's also about giving them

some financial security. So
look, the decision we made was
a decision that is in line with
our prize money policies in the
sport. I have to say that it's been
welcomed by our athletes.
'Protecting women's sport is
non-negotiable'

The participation of trans-
gender athletes in women's
sports events has become an
increasingly contentious issue
with the IOC drawing flak for
allowing this to happen. WA,
under Coe, has maintained a
strictly-women stance, a deci-
sion criticised by trans-rights
advocates.
"You know my position. It's

very clear. It's very much in the
public domain...For me, pro-
tecting the female category,
protecting women's sport is
non-negotiable.
"And at World Athletics, we

have very clear cut policies that
make that declaration of intent
very clear." 

Cricket is religion in India but not roadblock for other sports: Coe 

AP n MUNICH

Bayern Munich fans protest-
ed against Paris Saint-

Germain president Nasser Al-
Khelaifi during the teams'
Champions League match.

The supporters in Bayern's
stadium's Südkurve held up
several banners making clear
their opposition to the Qatari
businessman during the first
half of Bayern's 1-0 win.

One banner showed Al-
Khelaifi's face with a line over
it, another accused him of
being "plutocratic" with an
expletive, and more banners
read: "Minister, club owner, TV
rights holder, UEFA ExCo
member &amp; ECA chairman
all in one?"
The 51-year-old Al-Khelaifi is

unpopular among the Bayern
fans for his influence on
European soccer as chairman
of the European Club
Association, Qatar Sports
Investments — the owner of
PSG — and the Qatari state-
owned beIN media group. He
also joined UEFA's executive
committee in 2019.

Al-Khelaifi has long drawn
scrutiny for apparent conflicts
of interest because of his vari-
ous roles. The ECA has a big
influence on shaping the
Champions League's playing
format and commercial strat-
egy, while beIN is one of the
competition's major broadcast
partners.

In 2022, UEFA left Al-Khelaifi
unpunished despite finding
PSG guilty of misconduct for
confrontations with match offi-
cials after losing in the
Champions League. There were
heated scenes involving Al-
Khelaifi and then-PSG sporting
director Leonardo after a defeat
to Real Madrid. 
UEFA sanctioned Leonardo

but did not cite Al-Khelaifi in
its disciplinary statement, nor
did it say why.
Al-Khelaifi, a former tennis

professional, is a longtime
friend of Qatar's ruling emir,
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, an International
Olympic Committee member
who is influential in global
sports.
Bayern fans had long protest-

ed against their own club's
sponsorship deals with Qatar,
which was accused of human
rights abuses before it hosted
the 2022 World Cup. The fans
eventually got their way last
year when Bayern's long-run-
ning sponsorship deal with
Qatar Airways was not
renewed.

The Sueddeutsche Zeitung
newspaper reported at the time
that the decision came from
Qatar. Sheikh Tamim was
reportedly unhappy with the
Bayern fans' constant criticism
and the club's failure to distance
itself from their protests.
Kim Min-jae's first-half head-
er was enough for Bayern's vic-
tory, its seventh straight with-
out conceding across all com-
petitions.

Bayern Munich fans protest against PSG president Al-Khelaifi

PTI n CHRISTCHURCH

England Test captain Ben
Stokes said he opted out of

the recent IPL mega auction to
prolong his international
career, and focus on some
important assignments such
as the Ashes. 
The newly-framed IPL rule

disallow a player to enter the
mini auction if he was not reg-
istered for the mega auction. A
total of 52 English players went
under the hammer in the auc-
tion held at Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia recently. 
"There's no hiding behind the
fact that I'm at the back-end of
my career. It's about looking at
what I've got ahead and mak-
ing the decision that is right for

me to be able to prolong my
career as long as possible,"
Stokes told BBC ahead of
England's first Test against
New Zealand, starting here
from Thursday. 
"There is just so much crick-

et. I want to be wearing this
England shirt for as long as I
can," he added. 
In the past, Stokes has played

for Chennai Super Kings,
Rajasthan Royals and Rising
Pune Supergiant, for whom he
was the most valuable player in
2017. 

Stokes was bought by the
erstwhile Pune outfit for Rs
14.5 crore ahead of IPL 2027. 
"It is about prioritising games
and when I do play - obvious-
ly I'm in South Africa this year
- so it's about looking at what
I've got ahead," he said. 
"Looking after my body and
looking after myself as much as
I can is key to that," said the 32-
year-old. 
The Durham man will head to
South Africa for a series at the
end of England's trip to New
Zealand before starting prepa-
rations for next year's Ashes. 

I want to prolong England career: 
Stokes' reason for skipping IPL mega auction
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