
PNS n NEW YORK

US SEC will have to serve the sum-
mons on Adani Group Founder and
Chairman Gautam Adani and his
nephew Sagar in the alleged USD
265 million (Rs 2,200 crore) payoffs
through proper diplomatic channels
as it has no jurisdiction to summon
a foreign national directly, accord-
ing to sources.

US Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) wants Adanis to
explain their stand on allegations of
paying bribes to secure lucrative
solar power contracts but that
request will have to follow the
established protocol of routing it
through the Indian Embassy in the
US and following other diplomatic
formalities, two sources aware of the
matter said.

The US SEC has no jurisdiction
over foreign nationals and cannot
send anything by post to them.

The 1965 Hague Convention and
the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty
between India and the US governs
such matters. These clearly lay out
the established procedure to be fol-
lowed in such requests.

The summons, which is part of
the legal docket that SEC filed
before a New York court, will take
some time before it can actually be
served on the Adanis, they said.

No summons has been served on
Adanis so far.

"Within 21 days after service of
this summons on you (not counting
the day you received it)... you must
serve on the plaintiff (SEC) an
answer to the attached complaint or
a motion under Rule 12 of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure,"
said the US SEC notice of November
21 notice being set through New

York Eastern District Court.
"If you fail to respond, judgment

by default will be entered against you
for the relief demanded in the com-
plaint. You also must file your
answer or motion with the court," it
added.

Gautam Adani, 62, and seven

other defendants, including his
nephew Sagar, who is director at the
group's renewable energy unit Adani
Green Energy Ltd, allegedly agreed
to pay about USD 265 million in
bribes to Indian government officials
between approximately 2020 and
2024 to obtain lucrative solar ener-

gy supply contracts on terms that
expected to yield USD 2 billion of
profit over 20 years, according to an
indictment unsealed in a New York
court on Wednesday.

Separate from the indictment
brought by the US Department of
Justice, the US SEC has also charged
the two and Cyril Cabanes, an
executive of Azure Power Global, for
"conduct arising
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The CM has been telling the lie that
the government will establish an
industrial corridor in Lagacharla. The
government released a gazette on July
19 stating that it is going to establish
Pharma City in Lagacharla. However,
the CM changed his stand after the
people opposed it. The CM should
accept realities and withdraw the old
gazette. The people would
believe the government
only if a new gazette is
released. The CM should
talk to the people of
Lagacharla. The people will
not tolerate the filing of
false cases by the police 

- T. Harish Rao, senior BRS MLA

People hesitant to
disclose data
The ongoing Caste Census
Survey, also known as
Comprehensive Household
Survey, sparked concerns
among individuals who are
hesitant to disclose personal
information. The enumerators
attending on ground survey
everyday get to listen to
arguments from individuals
that with Aadhaar card
numbers already linked to
their data, the information of
their profession, income and
most of it are available ...
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One more tiger strays

into Nirmal forests
Movement of another tiger
sparked panic among residents
of Kanakapur and Parimandal
villages in Laxmanachanda
mandal in the district on
Sunday. District Forest Officer
Nagini Banu reported that
pugmarks of a tiger were found
in a cotton field on the outskirts
of Parimandal village. She
confirmed that the Forest
Department has been actively
tracking the tiger's movements
using CCTV cameras and

Sabarimala witnesses
surge of devotees
The Travancore Devaswom Board
(TDB) announced on Sunday that
over six lakh devotees have visited
the Sabarimala Lord Ayyappa
temple, within the first nine days
of the Mandalam-Makaravilakku
pilgrimage season. TDB President
P S Prasanth said the temple,
which opened on November 16
(Vrishchikam 1), witnessed
6,12,290 pilgrims during this
period. This marks a significant
increase compared to the
3,03,501 devotees who  ...

Pant becomes most
expensive IPL buy 
Rishabh Pant became the most
expensive player in the history of
IPL as Lucknow Super Giants
splurged a humongous Rs 27
crore to buy the flamboyant India
keeper-batter in the tournament’s
mega auction here on Sunday. 
The amount LSG spent for Pant
ensured Shreyas Iyer’s record of
being the tournament’s costliest
player lasted barely a few
minutes after Punjab Kings broke
the bank to buy the India batter
for Rs 26.75 crore. Moments
before Pant emerged as the most
expensive player, Iyer ...
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PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy is
going to New Delhi on Monday to
attend Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla’s
daughter Anjali’s marriage. The
Chief Minister will return immedi-
ately after the marriage function.

Official sources said the Chief
Minister will not meet the high com-
mand during his New Delhi visit.
However, there are speculations that
the Chief Minister is going to New
Delhi to meet the high command to
finalise Cabinet expansion and the
candidates for nominated posts.

There was also speculation that
the Chief Minister would invite the
newly elected Wayanad MP AICC
General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
for the unveiling of the Telangana
Talli statue on December 9.

The speculations were triggered
by the Chief Minister’s statement
some days ago that the Cabinet
would be expanded after the results
of the Maharashtra and Jharkhand
elections. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Amid demands
from the opposi-
tion to discuss
bribery charges
against the
Adani group,
the government
on Sunday said
the business
advisory com-
mittees of both
Houses will
decide on mat-
ters to be discussed in the Winter
session and appealed to parties to
ensure smooth functioning of
Parliament.

Ruling party leaders met floor
leaders of political parties ahead of
the start of the Winter session on
Monday.

After the meeting, Parliamentary

Affairs minister Kiren Rijiju told
reporters that the government
appealed to all parties to ensure
smooth running of Parliament.

Responding to a question on

opposition's demand for taking
up the Adani issue, he said the
respective Business Advisory
Committees of the Houses will
decide on matters to be discussed

in Parliament with con-
sent from Lok Sabha
speaker and Rajya
Sabha chairperson.

At the meeting,
Congress members
raised the issue of
bribery charges

against the
Adani group as
well as the situ-
ation in
Manipur.

C o n g r e s s
leader Gaurav

Gogoi said the party wants discus-
sion on Adani as well as ethnic
strife in Manipur. He said while the
chief minister of Jharkhand was
arrested, the government still had
confidence in the chief minister of
Manipur despite bouts of ethnic
violence.

US SEC has no jurisdiction to summon foreign national
Adani notice to go via ‘proper channel'

Fresh plea in SC seeks probe into US indictment of  Adani
PNS n NEW DELHI

A fresh plea has been filed in the
Supreme Court seeking a probe
into the indictment of billionaire
industrialist Gautam Adani who
has been charged in the US for
alleged bribery and fraud, saying
the move "unveiled malpractices

carried out by the conglomerate".
The plea has been filed by advo-

cate Vishal Tiwari as an interlocu-
tory application in the batch of
pleas in the Adani-Hindenburg
row over allegations of stock price
manipulation by the Indian corpo-
rate giant.

The US Department of Justice

has accused Adani of being part of
an elaborate scheme to pay USD
265 million (about Rs 2,200 crore)
bribe to Indian officials in
exchange for favourable terms for
solar power contracts in four
Indian states.

The Adani Group has denied the
charge, saying 

CM going to Delhi BRS will win local body polls,
declares Harish

PNS n HYDERABAD

The people of Telangana would cer-
tainly ensure the victory of the BRS
in local body elections, senior BRS
leader T. Harish Rao said.

He asked Congress to change its
outlook at least now as it had lost
badly in the Maharashtra Assembly
elections.

Addressing the media at
Huzurabad on Sunday, Harish said
that there is no democracy in
Telangana as the government is not
allowing anyone to visit Lagacharla
village in Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy’s own constituency.

“The CM has been telling lies
saying that the government will
establish an industrial corridor in
Lagacharla. The government

released a gazette on July 19 stating
that it is going to establish a Pharma
City in Lagacharla. However, the
CM changed his stand after the peo-
ple opposed it. The CM should
accept the truth bravely and with-
draw the old gazette. The people
would believe the government only
if a new gazette is released. The CM
should talk to the people of
Lagacharla. No one will tolerate the
filing of false cases using the police,”
Harish said.

He said that the CM spread
Goebbelian lies about the
Kaleshwaram Project. However, the
same CM is now saying that 20
TMCs of water will be pumped from
Mallanna Sagar and Ranganayaka
Sagar to Hyderabad city and has
ordered the floating of tenders.

How will the government bring 20
TMCs of water if the Kaleshwaram
Project is destroyed,” he said.

Harish said that the CM can get
a doctorate in speaking lies. But it is
not always possible to deceive every-
one. The Congress deceived the peo-
ple of Karnataka and Telangana in
the name of guarantees. But the peo-
ple of Maharashtra rejected the lies
of the Congress, he said.

He said the CM and his
Ministers should learn a lesson and
start implementing their election
promises. He demanded that the
CM should stop making bogus
claims and sending money bags to
his New Delhi bosses. Harish said
the Congress lost wherever Revanth
and his Ministers campaigned in
Maharashtra.

KOLISHETTY VENKATESHWARLU
venkat.k.warlu@gmail.com
n HYDERABAD

The Congress Government is going
to unveil the statue of Telangana
Thalli on the secretariat premises on
December 9, the day in 2009 when
the Union Government announced
the formation of a Telangana State
and is also the birthday of Sonia
Gandhi.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
himself announced this on August
20 during the 80th birth anniversary
function held in front of the secre-
tariat. Work on the statue’s pedestal
is going on fast on the secretariat
premises. The Chief Minister him-
self inspected the work twice.

However, BRS Working President
KT Rama Rao announced on
Sunday that the BRS is going to
unveil a statue of Telangana Thalli
at Medchal on December 9, the day
former Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao ended his
hunger strike at the NIMS after the
Centre announced its decision to

create a Telangana State.
A tussle has been going on

between the Congress and the BRS
after the BRS designed the
Telangana Thalli’s features. The
Congress has been saying that the
BRS’s Telangana Thalli statue’s fea-
tures do not reflect the common
woman of Telangana but look like
a woman of the upper class.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
said that they will create a Telangana
Thalli statue that reflects the com-
mon Telangana woman. The CM
also handed over the work to the
Principal of the Jawaharlal Nehru
Architecture and Fine Arts College.

A political observer said that the
Telangana people are going to have
two Telangana Thallis from now
onwards – one is the rich Thalli and
the other the common Telangana
Thalli as both parties (the BRS and
the Congress) are going to install
statues of the Telangana Thalli on
the same day, that is, on December
9. However, the statues will look dif-
ferent, he said and added that all
mothers do not look the same.

Tussle over Telangana Talli
Govt’s statue is on Secretariat
premises; BRS’s at Medchal

WINTER SESSION OF PARLIAMENT FROM TODAY

Adani, Manipur issues likely to dominate

DEEPIKA PASHAM
deepikapasham2015@gmail.com
n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad has been experiencing a
shift in its air quality recently, with
evenings and nights feeling cooler.
However, the city's air quality has
deteriorated significantly over the past
week. As of November 24, the air
quality index (AQI) reached levels cat-
egorised as poor, with a level of 111. 

The Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) has reported high
pollution levels in several parts of
the city, including Banjara Hills

(133), Central University (128) and
Zoo Park (129).

Environmentalists like Dr
Narasimha Reddy have raised con-
cerns about the increasing AQI lev-
els in Hyderabad. He emphasised
the importance of assessing vehic-
ular emissions, which are a major
contributor to pollution, along with
road construction and industrial
areas in places like Bollaram and
Kukatpally. Monitors for air quali-
ty remain insufficient in some key
areas like Kompally, Kokapet and
Jubilee Hills, where congestion and
a lack of 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Some days ago the Union Minister
of Coal and Mines, G. Kishan
Reddy, had said that the Governor
has to take legal opinion before giv-
ing permission to arrest BRS
Working President KT Rama Rao.
He also said that any delay on the
part of the Governor doesn’t mean
that the BJP and the BRS are one.

However, Congress leaders
including Ministers alleged that
KTR went to Delhi to protect him-
self managing the BJP. But things

didn't change. 
Meanwhile, the BJP’s Nizamabad

MP, Dharmapuri Arvind, criticised
the Congress Government for ask-
ing whether the Governor’s assent is
needed to arrest KTR.

“I am ready to go to jail for three
months, do yoga and become fit. I
am not afraid of going to jail,” KTR
had said a few days ago.

Now all eyes are on the Governor
but his decision seems to be getting
delayed.

Political analysts have been say-
ing that there might be a delay in

getting the permission of the
Governor to arrest KTR as
the prevailing situation is
like that. They said that
the Maharashtra elec-
tion results may have
an impact on the
issue.

However, the
delay may help the
BRS in local
body elections
and will
adversely affect

Guv’s nod to arrest KTR
may get delayed
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Holding up may hit both Congress & BJP

F Oppn may insist on immediate discussion

F Govt appeals for smooth running of the session 

F 16 Bills awaiting consideration 

5 8 P11

Telugu's Own Marvel Mutant  

SAGA! 
Guv invites Soren to

form govt in 

Jharkhand 
IIFCL SEEKS
INFRA TAG FOR THE 

SPACE SECTOR

PNS n HYDERABAD

Some forces who cannot stomach
the nation’s development and its
spirituality, are trying to create
anarchy across the nation,
Telangana State BJP President G.
Kishan Reddy said.

Addressing the Lok

Manthan–2024 programme at the
Shilpakala Vedika on Sunday, the
concluding day of the programme,
he said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been trying to
bring about peace through interna-
tional platforms at a time when
many wars are going on. He called
upon 

Union Minister G Kishan Reddy addressing the Lok Manthan-2024 program at
Shilpakala Vedika on Sunday

‘People who cannot stomach seeing
India develop trying to create anarchy’

Walk to support girls’ education 3
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“Our ancestors followed the
rules of creation. Now it is not
there. We commit more adhar-
ma than dharma. Selfishness
has increased. Where is
Dharma? Won’t dharma stand
before science and knowledge?
Dharma will be sustained
depending on the person who
uses science or knowledge.
Everyone should think about
Dharma and study our books
to learn it,” Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Mohan Bhagwat said.

Addressing the Lok
Manthan–2024’s concluding
session on Sunday at the
Shilpakala Vedika, Mohan
Bhagwat said that the British
and other foreigners came to
India and destroyed Indian
culture, but the nation sur-
vived. Our ancestors were told

how to lead a material life.
Dharma will sustain if one fol-
lows a spiritual path, he said.

“Unity is eternal. There is
unity even in diversity. It is not
great if it is played on their
ground. We have to bring the

world to our ground.
Discussions are going on about
artificial intelligence and
morality. There is a policy on
how to use artificial intelli-
gence on the mind and heart,”
Bhagwat said.   

People are committing more
adharma than dharma: Bhagwat

Union Minister and Telangana BJP President G Kishan Reddy
presenting a memento to RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat in Lok Manthan-
2024 program at Shilpa Kalavedika on Sunday

PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
asserted on Sunday that his gov-
ernment considers India's eastern
region as the country's growth
engine, while the area was con-
sidered backward earlier.

Addressing a gathering at the
"Odisha Parba" event here, the
prime minister said invest-
ments of Rs 45,000 crore have
been approved within 100 days
of the formation of a new gov-
ernment in the state.

"Odisha has always been a
land of seers and scholars. The

way the scholars here took our
religious texts to every house-

hold and connected the public
with those, it has played a cru-
cial role in the cultural prosper-
ity of India.

"There was a time when
India's eastern region and the
states there were called back-
ward. However, I consider
India's eastern region as the
country's growth engine. That
is why we have prioritised the
development of India's eastern
region," he said.

"The budget that we now allo-
cate to Odisha is three times

higher than what it was 10 years
ago. We are working rapidly in
every sector for Odisha's devel-
opment and the budget has
been increased by 30 per cent
this year," Modi added.

The prime minister informed
that the Centre is committed to
promoting ease of doing busi-
ness in Odisha and said invest-
ments of Rs 45,000 crore have
been approved within 100 days
of the formation of a Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) government
in the state.

PNS n HYDERABAD

“Let's show our strength dur-
ing local body elections. Let's
explain the Congress
Government's failures to the
people,” BRS leader
Kalvakuntla Kavitha, MLC,
said. Addressing a meeting of
BRS leaders of Jagtial con-
stituency on Sunday at her res-
idence in Hyderabad, Kavitha
said that KCR gave priority to
development.

“There is no government
that has faced so much public
opposition within 10 months
of coming to power like the
Congress. People will not for-
give Jagtial MLA Sanjay who
changed party without resign-
ing his post,” she said.

Kavitha said no govern-
ment in Indian history has
faced so much public hostili-
ty in just 10 months after com-
ing to power. She said that
people will not forgive those

who changed parties without
resigning their MLA posts.

“I have a spiritual connec-
tion with Jagtial. Even though
I won the LS polls from
Nizamabad in 2014, KCR said
not to let Jagtial lag in devel-
opment even if it has a
Congress MLA,” she said.

Targeting Jagtial MLA
Sanjay, Kavitha said that it
would have been justifiable if
he had resigned his MLA post
when he joined another party.
She said that people will not
forgive such people.

Kavitha said that the pink
flag of the BRS means courage
of the heart and the Telangana
movement’s fist. She said the
BRS does not need cowards
and people obsessed with
posts. She said the BRS will
show its strength during the
elections to local bodies and
that BRS workers and local
leaders will be fully support-
ed by the party. 

BRS organising Deeksha Divas to
teach Congress & BJP a lesson: KTR

PNS n HYDERABAD

The BRS is going to organise a
Deeksha Diwas on November
29 to teach a lesson to the
wicked Congress and the BJP,
BRS Working President KT
Rama Rao said.

He said the BRS would
organise Deeksha Diwas to
rekindle the spirit of the
Telangana Movement among
people and to remember the
occasion when former Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao unified Telangana people.

Addressing the media at the
Telangana Bhavan on Sunday,
KTR said that Congress rule is
filled with oppression and
detentions. Today all citizens
must bend the necks of the two
national parties like KCR who
achieved Telangana by ‘bend-
ing’ the necks of those in New

Delhi, he said.
“If the Congress gets power,

Telangana will be in the same
darkness again. Everyone from
the rich to the poor are suffer-
ing now. That's why the time
has come to take inspiration
from the Deeksha Diwas and

save the four crore people of
Telangana from the clutches of
the Congress. Everyone ‘wants’
KCR’s leadership now. It is
time for our ranks to move for-
ward. On November 29, we
will organise a grand Deeksha
Diwas in our party offices in
all 33 districts. Remembering
again how KCR left an indeli-
ble mark on Telangana, we will
step up our move and advise
both the national parties. We
are calling on BRS activists to
make the programme a success
on November 29,” he said.

KTR said that senior BRS
leaders have been appointed as
in-charges in all districts to
manage these programmes.

“We will hold preparatory
meetings in all the districts on
November 26 for conducting
the Deeksha Diwas pro-
gramme. Deeksha Diwas will

be observed on November
29. We will unveil the statue
of Mother Telangana at
Medchal on December 9
remembering KCR ending
his Deeksha. All our leaders
will pay homage to the moth-
er of Telangana on that day.
The role of NIMS Hospital in
KCR’s initiation is also great.
That day NIMS became the
focal point of the movement.
That is why we will conduct
Annadanam and distribute
fruits to all patients in NIMS
Hospital on that day. Along
with Deeksha Diwas, mem-
bers of the pink family would
make the Telangana mother
statue programme a success.
We appeal to the media to
cooperate in bringing back
memories of the programmes
and movements of those
days,” he said.

BRS working president KT
Ramarao addressing the media at
Telangana Bhavan on Sunday

Let's show our strength in
local body elections: Kavitha
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SECRET MEETING OF BUREAUCRATS SPARKS

GOVERNMENT SCRUTINY
A clandestine gathering of approximately

20 IAS and non-cadre officers at a luxury hotel
in Shamshabad a couple of days back has set
off alarm bells among powers that be in
Telangana, jolting the others at the helm in
the administration to be on high alert.
Believed to have been chaired by a senior IAS
officer, the meeting’s agenda remains under
wraps, prompting the authorities to launch
an inquiry into the composition of the atten-
dees and what transpired during their discus-
sions. Pending full investigation, the govern-
ment is contemplating disciplinary measures
against those involved. However, the officers
under lens appear unperturbed. One bureau-
crat reportedly remarked, “What’s the worst
they can do, apart from giving a loop-line
posting?” This defiant stance, much ahead of
punitive action, has widened the gulf in the
standoff between the state’s administrative
machinery and a section of its officials. As we
wait for the investigation to shed light on the
confabulations, the corridors of power are
abuzz with speculations about the potential
repercussions and the future dynamics
between the government and the section of
babudom that has shown spine to hold a
secret meeting.

‘GIFTED’ AP OFFICER UNDER CM’S SCANNER
In administration, to discharge one’s func-

tions with gifts of well-honed abilities is one
thing and to be gifted property in view of one’s
position is quite another; the former is
admired, the latter despised.  A senior
bureaucrat in Andhra Pradesh has landed in
hot water after allegations of his accepting a
villa in Visakhapatnam as a ‘gift’ from a busi-
nessman surfaced. The luxurious property,
though registered under the name of a dis-
tant relative of the officer to deflect attention,
has nevertheless raised concerns within the
government. That is not all. Investigations
revealed that the uxorious officer has set apart
not one but two government vehicles exclu-
sively for his wife’s personal use. This blatant
misuse of official resources has drawn sharp
criticism, with none other than Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu seized of the matter.
Insiders hint that the officer might face dis-
ciplinary action, sending an exemplary mes-
sage to others similarly inclined.

BID TO TAME ACTIVIST BABU-TUNED-NETA
RS Praveen Kumar, who calls himself “a

Bahujan at heart” and who is known for his
activism previously as an IPS officer and now
as a leader of the Bharat Rashtra Samithi,
seems to have ruffled feathers with his bold
moves to stir up uniformed forces. His
alleged involvement in protests by a battal-
ion of the Telangana Special Police, which
triggered the imposition of month-long
orders bordering curfew across Hyderabad,
has set tongues wagging across political and
bureaucratic circles. The aggressive stance that
Kumar had taken during the protests is
believed to have exacerbated matters. Now,
in what is seen as a bid to tame him, senior
bureaucrats have reportedly advised him to
“keep it in check”. Those in the know suggest
that it was not just a nudge but a clear signal
warning him not to upset the apple cart.
Given Kumar’s fiery nature and proclivity to
push boundaries, it remains to be seen
whether backroom messages can soften him.
The moot question is: Will Kumar mellow
down or stick to his guns? Either way, he is
the babu on the watch.

MLA SLIGHTED BY PROTOCOL FOR CS
The Telangana Special Protection Force

(TGSPF) -- a specialized wing of the
Telangana police that protects sensitive
installations, including the Reserve Bank of
India, Office of the Director-General of
Police and the Chief Minister’s residence --
is perhaps insensitive to even lawmakers’ feel-
ings when it comes to following protocol in
areas covered by it. Having replaced the
Telangana Special Police personnel at the
Secretariat last month, TGSPF personnel
caused a stir recently while following proto-
col for Chief Secretary Santhi Kumari’s
arrival at the seat of administration. As the
CS was about to arrive on the sixth floor, the
SPF personnel reportedly instructed every-
one in the vicinity, including Wanaparthy
MLA Tudi Megha Reddy, to stand aside and
make way for her. The MLA, despite intro-
ducing himself as such, was made to wait, with
the staff maintaining they were merely follow-
ing orders. The exasperated MLA countered:
“Shouldn’t there be anybody on the floor
when the CS comes?” This unseemly incident
has reignited the debate over the SPF’s inept
handling of elected representatives, with the
latest one among the complaints piling up
against them being their apparent inability to
recognize MLAs. There are now whispers as
to whether the CS’s protocol has stretched
things too far.

PAMELA BUILDS ON SMITA’S 
GOODWILL IN KARIMNAGAR 

At the district level, replacement of the
Collector is often followed by chop and
change in rules, approaches, and procedures.
However, Karimnagar right now presents a
refreshing contrast, with Collector Pamela
Satpathy earning the admiration of people.
With her hands-on approach, she is building
on the legacy of, and drawing comparisons
to, former collector Smita Sabharwal, who left
an indelible mark on the district during her
tenure. Pamela, often seen actively engaging
with the public on the field, is said to hold
Smita in high regard, considering her a men-
tor. The people of Karimnagar, while still
vividly remembering Smita’s impactful initia-
tives, are surprised at Pamela’s studied effort
to maintain the high benchmark set by her
predecessor. This shared admiration for the
two officers has sparked a nostalgic buzz, with
residents discussing how the legacy of strong,
approachable administration continues to
inspire. As Pamela carves her path, she seems
to be embracing the high, learned expecta-
tions; while adding her own unique touch. At
the end of the day, they symbolize rare offi-
cials who foster strong bonds between the
administration and people.

NTR DIST TO GET NEW COLLECTOR 
AFTER 40 DAYS

Upon notification of elections, the admin-
istration may leave much to be desired in
some districts due to transfers effected at the
instance of the Election Commission. After
40 days, NTR district in Andhra Pradesh will
soon have a full-time district Collector. Dr
Lakshmisha, recently transferred to the dis-
trict by the state government, could not
assume office immediately upon his appoint-
ment as he had been deputed as the election
officer for the just-concluded Assembly elec-
tions in Maharashtra. The Election
Commission is expected to relieve Dr
Lakshmisha shortly, allowing him to take
charge as the NTR District Collector.

Dr G Srijana, the previous district collec-
tor, was reassigned to Telangana, following a
court order. Since then NTR district has been
managed by an officiating joint collector.

--Yours truly

Eastern region country's growth engine: PM Modi

Continued from page 1

The opposition party also
sought a discussion on the
issue of rising pollution in
north India and train acci-
dents. Congress leader Pramod
Tiwari said his party wanted
the issue of Adani to be taken
up in Parliament as the first
thing when it meets on
Monday.

It is a grave issue involving
the country's economic and
security interests as over Rs
2,300 crore were allegedly paid
by the company to politicians
and bureaucrats to get
favourable deal for its solar
energy projects, the Rajya
Sabha MP said.

US prosecutors have
charged billionaire Gautam
Adani for allegedly being part
of a scheme to pay USD 265
million (about Rs 2,200 crore)
bribe to Indian officials in
exchange of favourable terms
for solar power contracts.

The group has denied the
charges.

The Congress, he said, also
wanted a discussion on issues

like severe air pollution in
north India, the Manipur sit-
uation, which has gone "out of
control", and train accidents.

The meeting was convened
by Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju.

BJP president J P Nadda,
Congress leaders Jairam
Ramesh and Gaurav Gogoi
besides T Siva, Harsimrat Kaur
Badal and Anupriya Patel
attended the meet.

The Winter Session of
Parliament, beginning Monday,
is scheduled to last till
December 20. The govern-
ment has listed 16 bills, includ-
ing the Waqf Amendment Bill,
for consideration in the session.

The bills pending in the Lok
Sabha include the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, which has
been listed for consideration and
passage after the joint commit-
tee of the two Houses submits
its report to the Lok Sabha.

The panel is mandated to
submit its report on the last
day of the first week of the
Winter session. Opposition
members on the panel are

demanding an extension in the
timeline to submit its report.
They have alleged that com-
mittee chair Jagdambika Pal, a
BJP MP, is bulldozing the
committee meetings and has
sought the intervention of
Speaker Om Birla.

Rijiju said there is a provi-
sion to extend the tenure of the
joint committee but as of now,
thee have been no discussions.
He underlined that that the
business advisory committee of
the Lok SSbha is the platform
to discuss the issue of exten-
sion of time for the panel.

The presentation, discussion
and voting on the First Batch of
Supplementary Demands for
Grants for the year 2024-25 has
also been listed.

The other bill listed by the
government for introduction,
consideration and passage is
the Punjab Courts
(Amendment) Bill to enhance
the pecuniary (defined as the
monetary value of a case)
appellate jurisdiction of Delhi
district courts from the exist-
ing Rs 3 lakh to Rs 20 lakh.

Continued from page 1

regulation are exacerbating
the issue.

Winters tend to worsen
the air quality as dust parti-
cles linger longer, leading to
increased respiratory prob-
lems, particularly for chil-
dren. Issues like asthma,
cold and sneezing become
more prevalent during this
time. 

To address this, experts rec-
ommend long-term solutions
such as promoting electric
vehicles and enhancing pub-
lic transportation. Notably,
air quality was significantly
better during the COVID-19
lockdown when vehicular traf-
fic was minimised. There's a
growing call for an immediate
action plan to combat the ris-
ing pollution levels in
Hyderabad, said experts.

Continued from page 1

both the Congress and the BJP.
Meanwhile, BRS leaders have intensified
their criticism of both the Congress and the
BJP and have termed them both as wicked.
The BRS has been using all available oppor-
tunities to gain public confidence again while

criticising the ruling parties in the state and
at the Centre.

The BJP may be the party that is going to
be more affected due to the delay in the
Governor taking a decision as the general
impression is that Governors follow the
Centre’s dictates, a BJP leader said on con-
dition of anonymity. 

Continued from page 1

out of a massive bribery
scheme". The ports-to-energy
conglomerate has denied the
allegations and said it will
seek al l  possible legal
resources. "The Adani Group

has always upheld and is
steadfastly committed to
maintaining the highest stan-
dards of governance, trans-
parency and regulatory com-
pliance across all jurisdictions
of its operations. We assure
our stakeholders, partners and

employees that we are a law-
abiding organisation fully
compliant with all laws."

An indictment in the US is
basically a formal written alle-
gation originating with a pros-
ecutor and issued by a grand
jury against a party charged

with a crime. A person indict-
ed is given formal notice to
reply. That person or persons
can then hire a defence lawyer
to defend.

Prosecutors said the investi-
gation started in 2022, and
found the inquiry obstructed.

Fresh plea in SC ...
Continued from page 1

the allegations levelled by the US prosecutors are base-
less and that the conglomerate is compliant with all laws.

It also vowed to pursue all possible legal recourse.
In his plea before the apex court, Tiwari contended

that the allegations against Adani are of "serious nature"
and should be investigated by the Indian authorities.

"The SEBI has to inspire confidence by concluding the
investigations and placing on record the report and con-
clusion of the probes. As there were allegations of short
selling in the SEBI investigation and the present allega-
tions levelled by the foreign authorities might have con-
nection or may not have, but SEBI's investigation report
should clear this so that the investors may not loose con-
fidence," the plea said.

Continued from page 1

everyone to make India, the
Vishwa Guru.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said that
Indian civilisation is based
on ‘Vanavasi’, ‘Nagaravasi’
and ‘Gramavasi’. Vanavasis
are visiting Subrahmanya
Swami Temples in Tamil
Nadu. However, some people

are saying that there is dis-
cr iminat ion towards
Adivasis. “We all are Indians
whether Vanavasi ,
Nagaravasi or Gramavasi,”
Nirmala said.

Minister of Culture and
Tourism Gajendra Singh
Shekawath said that India
flourished as a Centre of
Ithihasas, culture and spiritu-
alism if one goes by Indian

history. However, outsiders
destroyed Indian knowledge.
But still, the nation survived
surmounting all obstacles.
There is a need to conduct
Lok Manthan programmes
to protect Sanathan Dharma
and there is also a scientific
reason behind praying to
trees, he said. The nation is
recovering its lost sheen slow-
ly, Shekawath added.

‘People who ...

Guv’s nod ...

Adani, Manipur ...

US SEC has ...

Hyd air ...

PNS n BERHAMPUR

A bronze statue of former PM
Atal Bihari Vajpayee will be
installed in Odisha's Ganjam
district, the BJP said on Sunday.
BJP MLA K Anil Kumar laid
the foundation stone for the
project at the Ramalingam
Park in Berhampur.

The total height of the stat-
ue would be 17 feet, with a base
of 6.5 feet.

Several BJP leaders, includ-

ing former deputy speaker
Ram Chandra Panda and
Berhampur's Mayor
Sanghamitra Dalei, attended
the function.

Kumar said around Rs 20
lakh would be needed for the
statue, and it would be spent
from his Local Area
Development (LAD) Fund.

"We are targeting to unveil
the statue on December 25, the
birth anniversary of the former
prime minister," he said

Vajpayee statue to be installed
in Berhampur

Shinde elected
Shiv Sena
legislature
party leader

PNS n MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde was on
Sunday night elected as the
leader of the Shiv Sena
Legislature Party.

The resolution to this effect
was unanimously passed by
all 57 MLA-designates at a
meeting held at a suburban
hotel.

Three more resolutions,
including hailing Shinde for
leading the party to a spectac-
ular victory, thanking PM
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
for their support and the
people of Maharashtra for
reposing their faith in the
Mahayuti alliance, were also
passed.
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People hesitant to
disclose personal data

People hesitant to
disclose personal data

People hesitant to
disclose personal data

Jai Ho Pandit Jasraj 

Carnatic Vocal By
Abhishek Raghuram

Venue

Centre For Cultural Resources
And Training (CCRT) Opp.

CII, New Google Office,
Madhapur to Kondapur Main
Road, Madhapur, Hyderabad

November 25.. 

CITY EVENTS

Rajasekhar
Mamidanna

Live

Venue

@Aromale Café
From November 
25 to 28. 9 pm.

Spiritual teachings
from Hinduism

Teachings and inspirations
from saint. Live sessions

by Swami Mukundananda,
global spiritual leader. New

book launch.

Venue

Visweswarayya Bhavan, 
6-2-910, Khairatabad

Road, Hyderabad.
Nov 25 to 27. 5.30 pm to 8 pm.

Zakir khan live

Stand up comedy show 

Venue

Shilpakala Vedika 
November 27

Sweccha- Nela Nela
Naatakam

Exhibition-cum-sale

Venue

Ravindra bharathi
November 27

NYU CARNIVAL 

With singer  KARTHIK

Venue

Boulder Hills, Hyderabad 
December 31

Arijit Singh 
Live in concert

HSBC presale is live for
now. General sale on

October 23, 1 pm. Get
tickets only on insider.in

and paytm.

Venue

Concert in Hyderabad
on December 7.

Texture art 
workshop 

This workshop is suit-
able for artists of all lev-
els, from beginners look-
ing to explore new artis-
tic horizons to seasoned

artists seeking to
enhance their skills and

repertoire.

Venue

Multiple venues in
Hyderabad 

till December 8

PNS n HYDERABAD

The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
Hyderabad has predicted a significant drop in tem-
peratures across Telangana, with lows reaching
around 11 degrees Celsius in several districts. The
low temperatures are expected to last till
Wednesday, pushing a yellow alert for several areas
in the State.

The alert applies to Adilabad, Kumaram Bheem,
Mancherial, Medak, Nirmal, Sangareddy and
Warangal. Although Hyderabad is not under the
yellow alert, the city is expected to have misty and
hazy mornings with a potential temperature drop.

In the city, Maredpally recorded the lowest tem-
perature at 14.6 degrees Celsius. The IMD also
warned that La Nina conditions could cause a
harsher winter in India this year.

Residents in Hyderabad and nearby districts will
feel colder mornings as temperatures continue to
decrease. While the yellow alert excludes
Hyderabad, the city is likely to experience cooler-
than-usual mornings with clear skies and misty or
hazy conditions during early hours.

PNS n HYDERABAD

A job fair for 100 pharmacist
and assistant pharmacist posi-
tions will be held by the
Employment Bureau of
Osmania University in collab-

oration with Apollo Pharmacy.
The job fair is scheduled for
November 26 at 11 am at the
Employment Bureau office,
opposite Osmania University
Arts College. The University
Employment Information

Bureau stated that this recruit-
ment drive aims to fill 100
vacancies in Apollo Pharmacy.
Applicants must have a D
Pharma, B Pharma or M
Pharma degree and be aged
between 18 and 35 years.

Selected candidates can expect
a starting salary ranging from
Rs14,800 to Rs 25,000.

Interested candidates should
contact Raghupathy, HR, at
82476 56356 for details.
Applicants are advised to bring
a copy of their certificates and
attend directly at the venue on
November 26.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The T-SAT (Telangana
Skill Academic Training)
Network has announced
the launch of general stud-
ies for all, aimed at help-
ing youth prepare for com-
petitive exams. CEO
Bodanapalli Venugopal
Reddy shared on Sunday
that the programme will
begin broadcasting on
November 25. It will feature
content created for exams
conducted by the
Telangana Public Service
Commission (TGPSC),
Central government and
public sector undertakings.

The initiative includes
600 episodes covering 10
subjects, aired over 500
days using modern tech-
nology. Key topics include
the Telangana movement,
Indian history, math, geog-
raphy, polity, social exclu-
sion and general English.
The episodes will be broad-
cast on the Expert Channel
from 12 noon to 1 pm and
3 to 4 pm, and on the Vidya
Channel from 8 to 10 pm.

Venugopal Reddy
encouraged aspirants to
utilise this curriculum,
expressing confidence that
T-SAT's efforts have already
helped many secure gov-
ernment jobs.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Highlighting that when girls
are educated, they become
torch-bearers not only for their
families but also for the coun-
try, Director of Women and
Child Welfare and
Development Nirmala Kanthi
Wesley participated in the
"When Girls Complete Their
Education, the Nation
Prospers" CRY - Child Rights
and You Walk EmpowHER at
Necklace Road on Saturday.

Addressing the walk,
Director Nirmala Kanthi
emphasised Telangana's com-
mitment to girls education,
led by Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy. She highlight-
ed initiatives like the
Mahalakshmi Scheme and res-
idential schools, which aim to
create opportunities for girls.

She also mentioned the 'Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao' pro-
gramme, jointly implemented
by the Central and State gov-
ernments, and assured that
the Women and Child Welfare

Department is ready to help
any girl facing barriers to edu-
cation. She applauded CRY's
efforts in complementing these
initiatives, stating, "Together,
we can empower girls to

achieve their dreams."
The Walk is a part of the

nation-wide campaign 'Poori
Padhai Desh Ki Bhalai', the
event raised awareness about the
barriers hindering Indian girls

from completing higher sec-
ondary education and the
urgent need for collective action. 

The event also featured
Femina Miss India 2020 and
actor Manasa Varanasi, who
shared how education gave
them freedom and courage,
emphasising the need to
address inequalities. Actor
Divya Sripada stressed that
educating girls is vital for indi-
vidual empowerment and
community progress.

Stories of girls like Ponaganti
Kavya and Talkonda Vasantha
and Golkonda Akhila, who
overcame poverty and gender
discrimination were addressed,
inspiring participants to sup-
port girls education. The walk
saw diverse attendees, includ-
ing government officials,
activists and community mem-
bers.

Walk to support girls’ education

T-SAT's 
general studies for
competitive exams

PNS n HYDERABAD

Governor of Telangana Jishnu
Dev Varma inaugurated a
mega medical screening camp
for the benefit of Raj Bhavan
staff and their families. 

It was held in collaboration
with Kaloji Narayana Rao
University of Health Sciences
(KNRUHS) and the National
Service Scheme (NSS) cell at
the Raj Bhavan Community
Hall on Sunday.

The initiative brought
together specialised doctors of

Allopathy, Ayurveda, Dental
and paramedical teams to pro-
vide comprehensive medical
check-ups. The Governor
emphasised the importance of
regular health screenings and
personally interacted with
members of the Raj Bhavan
Pariwar, reflecting his deep
commitment to their well-
being.

Participants expressed grat-
itude to the Governor for
organising the camp, which
provided free medical consul-
tations and medicines.

Mega medical screening 
for Raj Bhavan staff

Job fair for 100 pharmacist posts on Nov 26 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana Police have made significant progress
in combating narcotic drugs, achieving higher con-
viction rate under the NDPS Act in 2024. Of the 226
cases adjudicated this year, 39 (17%) ended in con-
victions, a significant improvement. Units like
Mahabubabad, Bhadradri Kothagudem, Warangal,
Khammam, Cyberabad, Kumurambheem Asifabad
and Karimnagar have excelled in this effort.

On Sunday, Director General of Police Dr
Jitender commended the dedication of investiga-
tion officers, court duty officers and public pros-
ecutors for these achievements.

Conviction highlights:20 years: 4 cases (17 convict-
ed),12 years: 1 case (2 convicted), 10 years: 11 cases
(19 convicted), 5 years: 1 case (1 convicted), 1 year:
1 case (3 convicted) 6 months: 2 cases (8 convicted).

PNS n HYDERABAD

The State Bank of India con-
ducted a drive to create aware-
ness on cyber frauds at parks,
railway station, indoor stadi-
ums, retail outlets, panchayat
office, schools, Pensioners
association etc.,  across the
State of Telangana on Sunday.

More than 1,000 staff mem-
bers participated at 100 loca-
tions across the State in this
awareness drive. It is the
largest awareness drive taken
up by India's largest bank in
the interest of the public to
safeguard their money from
fraudsters.

The awareness campaign
witnessed huge participation
from all segments of the pub-

lic. Bank's efforts in spreading
awareness regarding the
increasing trend of spam,
fraud calls and messages was

very much appreciated.
Various audio and video clips
including Prime Minister's
Mann Ki Baat address on
'Digital arrest scams' were
played. Many customers
shared their experiences of
receiving calls and texts with
fraudulent links.

The awareness was con-
ducted for explaining the
modus operandi of fraudsters
and ways to avoid falling into
the trap of fraudsters.

Various officials from LHO
also participated in the aware-
ness programmes and
informed the public to be vig-
ilant and report such instances
by calling the toll free number
1930 or by lodging a complaint
at www.cybercrime.gov.in

Awareness drive against
cyber frauds in State

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Cyber Crime police sta-
tion has arrested a suspect
involved in a massive stock
trading fraud amounting to Rs
8,14,48,621. 

The accused, identified as
Sharvan Kumar Sharma (43),
was apprehended in
Chittorgarh, Rajasthan, and sub-
sequently brought to Hyderabad
for further investigation.
Sharma, the account holder of
Harihar Enterprises, was impli-
cated in facilitating fraudulent
transactions involving Rs
27,00,000 from the victim.

On October 21, a com-
plaint was filed by a resident
of Banjara Hills, Hyderabad,
who revealed that he had been
lured into joining a
WhatsApp-based trading
group. The fraudsters con-
vinced him to invest in block
trades and Initial Public
Offerings (IPOs) through a
fraudulent application. Over a

span of three months, the vic-
tim transferred a staggering
sum of Rs 8.14 crore to
accounts linked to the scam.

The culprits manipulated
the trading app to show ficti-
tious profits, pressuring the
victim to make additional pay-
ments under fabricated pre-
tences. The fraud was exposed
when the victim attempted to
withdraw his funds but encoun-
tered numerous obstacles,
including error messages and
demands for bogus charges.
Realising the deceit, the victim
reported the incident to the
Cybercrime helpline.

The accused, along with
his associates, targeted vic-
tims through social media
platforms like WhatsApp
and Telegram, posing as rep-
resentatives of reputed trad-
ing firms. They first show
profits and later when the
victim tried to withdraw,
the trading applications are
turned false.

DEEPIKA PASHAM
deepikapasham2015@gmail.com
n HYDERABAD

The ongoing Caste Census Survey, also
known as Comprehensive Household
Survey, sparked concerns among indi-
viduals who are hesitant to disclose per-
sonal information. 

The enumerators attending on ground
survey everyday get to listen to argu-
ments from individuals that with
Aadhaar card numbers already linked to
their data, the information of their pro-
fession, income and most of it are
available digitally. Others fear the sur-
vey details being uploaded to comput-
ers lack transparency. 

Speaking to The Pioneer, Enumerator

Karthik from Medchal Malkajgiri, said,
"There is 5 per cent not willing to give
details or fill up the forms. They are
going through the forms and asking
what all details are being collected and
letting us know that they don't wish to
give information." "In such cases we are
writing the family members' names,
house number and if contact number is
provided," he added.

D Naveen, speaking with The Pioneer
explained, "Why should I give my pro-
fession, income, caste and property
details to any government survey. The
agenda should be clear in implement-
ing such surveys. I am a software engi-
neer and I am a responsible citizen who
adheres to the rights of paying taxes, vot-
ing. No member of my family has any

form of support from any scheme of the
government. So, I felt it is not necessary
to fill up such surveys."

Another situation being encountered
on ground is that people who live in
rented houses and have property in their
villages are travelling and filling the
forms as they want to ignore double-
time filling of forms. 

There are also inter-State individuals
who are either opting to write only
names of the families or nothing.

P Jagadeesh, speaking to The Pioneer
said, "I am a resident of Mumbai and I
have shifted to Hyderabad two years ago.
I have property in my name in Mumbai.
My education details are from Mumbai.
So, I felt I am irrelevant to fill in any
forms of Caste Census Survey."

CONCERN OVER CASTE CENSUS SURVEY

IMD forecasts dip in
temperatures in Hyd,

misty conditions expected

Steady rise in  convictions
under NDPS: DGP Jitender

Rajasthan man nabbed in 
Rs 8.14 cr stock trading fraud

PNS n HYDERABAD

As allegations arise on HYDRAA
Commissioner AV Rangnath's house in
Madhura Nagar being in the buffer
zone, he has clarified that his house is
a kilometer away from the lake
embankment.

"The house was built by my father
AV Subhaaya 44 years ago. The Krishna
Kant Park now exists as a large lake that
was converted into a park over two-
and-a-half decades ago. The irrigation
department considers land within 5-10
meters below the embankment as part
of the buffer zone. However, our house
is located over a kilometer away from
the embankment," 

Rangnath refuted claims circulating
in certain newspapers and online plat-
forms that his house lies within a buffer
zone, stressing that facts are being mis-
represented. The Commissioner fur-
ther explained the historical signifi-
cance of the area, noting that temples
like the Kattamaisamma temple are
typically built near reservoir embank-
ments, which is a common practice in
the region's culture and traditions.

My house is a 
kilometer away from
lake: Commissioner

Ranganath 

Case booked against Aghori
Naga sadhu for sacrificing hen

PNS n HYDERABAD

Law students Kashireddy
Rohan Reddy and Soumith
Patel have filed a complaint
at the Mamnoor police sta-
tion in the Warangal Police
Commissio nerate jurisdic-
tion regarding a case of ani-
mal sacrifice. The complaint
follows the widespread cir-
culation of a video on social
media, showing an Aghori
Naga Sadhu performing a
hen sacrifice at the Besta
Cheruvu cremation ground
in Rangasaipeta.

This Aghori has been mak-

ing reels and giving interviews
to regional media on
Hinduism. Animal sacrifice is
considered an illegal act under
the following laws of
Telangana Animals and Birds
Sacrifice Prohibition Act, 1950.
The Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960, Section
11(1)(e) Indian Penal Code
Section 325. In response to
the complaint, Mamnoor
Police have registered an FIR
against the Aghori sadhu
under Sections registered
under Sec325 BNS and
11(1)(A) of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act.
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PNS n NIRMAL

Movement of another tiger
sparked panic among residents of
Kanakapur and Parimandal vil-
lages in Laxmanachanda mandal
in the district on Sunday.

District Forest Officer Nagini
Banu reported that pugmarks of a
tiger were found in a cotton field
on the outskirts of Parimandal vil-
lage. She confirmed that the Forest
Department has been actively
tracking the tiger's movements
using CCTV cameras and animal
trackers, though the gender and
age of the animal has not yet been
determined.

Forest officials suspect that the
tiger could be a male, possibly the
one identified as S-12, which had
been sighted in the forests of
Tiryani. It is believed that S-12 may
have moved toward Nirmal district
to displace another male tiger
known as Johnny, which had been
roaming in the area until recently.

Johnny, originally from the
Painganga Wildlife Sanctuary in
Maharashtra's Nanded and

Yavatmal districts, had made an
unsuccessful 350-kilometer jour-
ney across the forests of Adilabad
and Nirmal in search of a female
companion. After failing to find
one, Johnny recently returned to
his home territory in Maharashtra.

Meanwhile, S-12 had earlier
ventured into the forests of
Luxettipet and Kasipet mandals
before straying into Kumram
Bheem Asifabad district from the
Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve in
search of a new territory.

Authorities have advised vil-
lagers to remain cautious and
avoid any direct confrontation
with the tiger. They also urged
farmers not to set up electrified
fences to prevent crop damage as
this could harm the animal. Forest
officials assured the people that
compensation would be provided
promptly if the tiger caused any
harm to livestock.

Residents of Kanakapur and
Parimandal villages reported sight-
ings of the tiger in nearby agricul-
tural fields and expressed concern
for their safety.

One more tiger strays into
forests of Nirmal district

PNS n SURYAPET

In a shocking incident, a
farmer couple attempted sui-
cide by dousing themselves
with petrol at the IKP rice pro-
curement centre in Annaram
village under Tungathurthi
mandal in the district after a
rice miller rejected their pro-
duce on the pretext of poor
quality on Sunday. In a state of
distress, the farmer couple,
Gugulotha Kima Nayak and
Punnamma, attempted suicide
at the procurement centre.

Guggulothu Keema Nayak
and his wife Punnamma hailed
from Chowllathanda village
under Tungaturthi mandal The
miller had told farmer couple
he would only accept the paddy
after deducting four to six kg
of produce per quintal against
the actual weight.

This incident showed that
the farmers are still struggling

to sell their produce despite the
State government’s effort to
ensure minimum support price
(MSP) for the agricultural pro-
duce. 

The incident of a farmer

couple attempting self-immo-
lation triggered tension and
farmers staged a protest. On
coming to know of the inci-
dent, officials rushed to the
procurement centre.   

According to the farmer
couple,  they had taken land on
lease from Gogula
Ramakrishna of Annaram vil-
lage and cultivated paddy. They
sent the harvested paddy to the

IKP centre in Annaram in the
first week of this month. After
drying and storing it properly,
the quality of the paddy, includ-
ing moisture content, was
checked by the officials and the
produce was accepted. A total
of 688 bags, including 425
bags from Keema's farm and
263 bags from two other farm-
ers, were sent by lorry to the
Venkataramana Rice Mill in
Kodad on November 17.

On November 18, the mill
management reported to the
IKP centre that the paddy was
of good quality. When Nayak
and the IKP officials visited the
mill to inquire, the miller said
that the produce was of poor
quality. The miller demanded
that he be allowed to deduct
three kilograms of paddy
against actual weight,   but
Nayak outright rejected it.

On the morning of Saturday,
the mill operators sent the

paddy back to the IKP centre
without unloading. The IKP
officials confirmed that the
lorry returned with the paddy.
This caused great distress to
Nayak and his wife. In their
despair, they went to the IKP
centre and attempted suicide by
dosing themselves with petrol.
The farmers who were present
at the centre averted the
tragedy.

Immediately, Tahsildar DT
Kantlamayya, AEVO
Balakrishna, and APM
Rambabu arrived at the IKP
centre. They inquired about the
situation and, after bringing it
to the attention of higher dis-
trict officials, spoke with the
mill management. They
arranged to send the paddy
back to the mill without further
loss. It is reported that the mill
will apply a weight reduction of
one kilo per quintal of the
paddy.

PNS n KHAMMAM

Minister for Agriculture Tummala
Nageswara Rao on Sunday and laid the
foundation stone for the development
of Velugumatla Urban Park Road.

The project, which is estimated to
cost Rs 2 crore, is set to enhance local
infrastructure. During his visit, the
Minister instructed district officials to
ensure the completion of the road-
works by Ugadi next year.

He emphasised the importance of
developing the Velugumatla Urban
Park in a way that provides the city's
residents with a peaceful retreat from
their busy routines. Minister Tummala
also directed the Revenue officials to
conduct a survey of the park site and
begin the process of erecting a com-
pound wall around it.

Additionally, he called on Municipal
Corporation officials to expedite the
approval of Layout Regularisation
Scheme (LRS) applications and collect
the necessary fees from landowners to
boost the civic body's revenue. He fur-
ther urged improvements in sanitation
and suggested that the civic body
increase its revenue through the instal-
lation of more hoardings.

The event was attended by several
prominent figures, including Telangana
Government Warehousing
Corporation Chairman Rayala
Nageswara Rao, DCCB Chairman
Dondapati Venkateswar Rao, City
Mayor P Neeraja, Municipal
Commissioner Abhishek Agasthya,
15th Division Corporator Ravuri
Karuna, and other local representa-
tives.

PNS n KHAMMAM

Revenue Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa
Reddy on Sunday donated funds for
development of places of worship in his
Palair Assembly constituency.

The Minister donated funds to
Katamaiah temple in Bhairavunipalle
village (Rs 2 lakh), Bangaru Maisamma
temple (Rs 50,000), GangammaTalli

temple in Guvvalagudem village (Rs
50,000), Katamaiah temple in
Nelakondapalli village (Rs 1 lakh) and
Sevalal temple in Manga
puramThanda (Rs 1 lakh).

The Minister provided the funds to
the committee members of the places
of worship and leaders concerned at a
simple programme held at his camp
office.

PNS n SURYAPET

With Telangana achieving record
paddy production, the Civil
Supplies Department is set to make
a record procurement of paddy,
said Civil Supplies and Irrigation
Minister N Uttam Kumar Reddy
on sunday.

"Despite Kaleshwaram project
remaining non-functional, the
State achieved a historic paddy pro-
duction of 153 lakh metric tonnes
(LMT) from 66.07 lakh acres, cul-
tivated by 40 lakh farmers. The
Congress government has taken
several measures to ensure efficient
procurement operations," he said.

As of November 23, over 21.73
LMT of paddy, valued at Rs
5,040.01 crore, has been procured. 

Speaking to media persons after
making a surprise visit to paddy
procurement centres in the
Huzurnagar constituency on
Sunday, Uttam Kumar Reddy high-
lighted that 16.06 LMT of the
procurement comprised coarse
varieties, while 5.67 LMT were fine
varieties. To encourage farmers cul-
tivating fine varieties, a bonus of Rs
283.25 crore has been announced,
with Rs 80.17 crore already dis-
bursed. Payments worth Rs

2,760.22 crore have been released
to farmers, surpassing last year’s Rs
2,414.23 crore by Rs 345.99 crore.
The remaining Rs 2,279.78 crore
will be disbursed soon, he assured. 

This procurement reflects the
government’s robust agricultural
policies and unwavering support
for farmers, he said. 

As part of his commitment to
ensuring efficient operations,
Uttam Kumar Reddy conducted

surprise inspections at multiple
grain procurement centres, catch-
ing farmers and officials off guard.
During these visits, he interacted
directly with farmers, who
expressed satisfaction with this
season’s yield but raised concerns
about delays in transportation
arrangements. Acting promptly,
the Minister contacted senior offi-
cials to address these issues,
emphasising the need for the time-

ly availability of transport vehicles. 
“I have directed all officials to

ensure there are no delays in trans-
portation or payments. Farmers
should not face any inconvenience,”
Reddy stated during his visit. He
also examined the moisture content
testing equipment and reviewed
other arrangements at the centres
to ensure operational efficiency. 

Uttam Kumar Reddy noted that
20.76 LMT of paddy has already
been shifted to mills, with efforts
underway to clear the remaining 0.73
LMT from procurement centres.

Earlier, Uttam Kumar Reddy has
assured comprehensive develop-
ment for Chintalapalem and
Mattampalli mandals, located on the
state border. On Sunday, he laid the
foundation stones for various key
projects in the region. The works
include the construction of a
Tahsildar office at a cost of RS 2.62
crores, a Mandal Parishad
Development Office for Rs 2.98
crores, and a Police Station build-
ing at a cost of  Rs 2.38 crores.
Additionally, he initiated road devel-
opment works, including strength-
ening an 8.6 km stretch of the
Mellacheruvu-Chintriyala road and
widening a 1.4 km section, with a
total investment of s 10 crores.

TG will achieve record paddy
procurement: Minister Uttam

The Minister for Civil Supplies said that already 21.73 lakh metric tonnes of
paddy, valued at Rs 5,040.01 crore, has been procured

Minister for Irrigation and Civil Supplies N Uttam Kumar Reddy
conducting surprise inspection at a paddy procurement centre in
Suryapet district on Sunday

Miller rejects produce: Farmer couple attempts suicide

Officials rushed to the village and pacified restive farmers

Tummala stresses need to improve
Infrastructure in Khammam

Agriculture Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao laying foundation stone for

Velugumatla Urban Park Road in Khammam on Sunday

Revenue Minister Ponguleti with temple committee members in Khammam on Sunday

Ponguleti donates funds to temples

PNS n SANGAREDDY

A team from the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Sunday visited
Sangareddy Central Jail as
part of its investigation into the
Lagacharla incident.

The assault on the District
Collector at Lagacherla village
on November 11 led to arrest
of a large number of people,
including former MLA
Patnam Mahender  Reddy.

The eight-member delega-
tion interacted with the 19
detainees connected to the
case, including A2 Suresh, gath-
ering detailed accounts of their
conditions. The visit aimed to
assess whether the detainees'
rights were being upheld and to
evaluate the overall conditions
within the prison. This inquiry
is part of the NHRC’s broader
effort to address potential
human rights violations and

ensure accountability in the
ongoing investigation into the
Lagacharla case.

On Saturday, the NHRC ini-
tiated an inquiry into the arrests
of villagers from Lagacharla in
Vikarabad district, following
an attack on the Vikarabad
Collector. The Collector had vis-
ited the village for a public hear-
ing regarding land acquisition
for a pharmaceutical project.
The NHRC team visited the vil-
lage after receiving complaints
that local tribals, who had
opposed the land acquisition,
were subjected to police violence
and illegal arrests.

Earlier, the NHRC had direct-
ed the Chief Secretary and the
Director General of Police
(DGP) to submit a detailed
report within two weeks, outlin-
ing the circumstances surround-
ing the arrests, the identities of
those taken into custody, and the
status of the FIRs.

PNS n WARANGAL

Irrigation officials have
embarked on the task of
desilting the Bhadrakali
Tank in Warangal.
Accordingly, they dis-
charged the water from
the sprawling 382 acre
tank.

Having discharged
water from the water
body, there is waist deep
slush in the tank. Once
the tank bed gets dried
up, the officials will take
measures for dredging it.

Prior to 1985, the tank
water is used for irriga-
tion. However, in 1985
summer, the tank was
converted into a reser-
voir to quench the thirst
of people in Warangal.

The Kakatiya Canal
empties water into the
tank to quench the thirst
of the population of
Warangal.

Following the execu-
tion of Devadula
Irrigation Project,
Godavari river water is
being drawn into the
Dharmasagar tank. The
water is being used to
meet the drinking water
needs of the Warangal
city. Therefore, for the
past five years or so the
Bhadrakali tank water
remained unutilized for
drinking purposes.

Desilting of
Bhadrakali Tank in

Warangal underway

PNS n RANGAREDDY

Comedian Mohammed
Ali, popularly known as
Ali, has been served
notices by authorities
for constructing alleged
illegal structure at his
farmhouse. The issue
revolves around a farm-
house registered in the
name of Ali's late father,
Mohammed Bhasha,
located in Survey No.
345, Ekmamidi Revenue Area,
Vikarabad Nawabpet. 

According to officials, Gram
Panchayat Secretary Shobharani
found that construction activities
had been carried out on the farm-
house premises without obtaining
proper permissions from the Gram

Panchayat. The first notice was
issued on November 5, requesting

an explanation and sub-
mission of related docu-
ments. However, since no
response was received, a
second notice was sent on
Friday, November 22. The
latest notice demands that
Ali provide the necessary
documentation within
three days, failing which
further action may be ini-
tiated.  Sources close to Ali

indicate that he planned to respond
to the notices through his legal
counsel. Ali reportedly claimed that
certain individuals are targeting him,
suggesting that the notices are part
of a deliberate campaign against him.
Meanwhile, further details regarding
the matter are awaited.

Film actor Ali served notice
over illegal construction

LAGACHARLA INCIDENT

NHRC team visits jail,
interacts with detainees

PNS n KARIMNAGAR

In all, 143 persons, caught in
drunk driving, have been sent
to jail this year as against only
53 last year, registering almost
three-fold rise in conviction
during the past two days.

If the breathe analyser shows
a reading of 200, the person test-
ed is supposed to have con-
sumed more than the pre-
scribed limit of alcohol. Such
persons are sentenced to jail
from one day to five days.

On an average, the city police
have been apprehending 15
persons per day in the drive

against drunk driving under
tipsy conditions.

The police get tough with
such persons who drive the
vehicles in an inebriated condi-
tion and imposing heavy fines
those who have been caught for
the first time and sending them
to jail if caught for the second
time. In view of those driving
vehicles under tipsy conditions
and causing road accidents, the
police have stepped up the
drive against drunken to check
the road accidents.

There are some who would
not hesitate to commit the same
offence again and again, often

causing accidents. There was no
change in their behavior in spite
of the police stepping up the
drive against drunken driving,
which is indicative of increasing
the cases of drunken drive and
collection of the fine amount.

Under the limits of
Karimnagar police commis-
sionerate limits, a total of
4692 cases against drunken
driving were registered from
January 1 this year to Nov 21
and collected at least Rs 1 crore
towards fine from them and
sent 143 persons to jail. Last
year, 5329 cases were registered
in the city.

143 jailed for driving under
inebriated condition

PNS n MAHABUBABAD

Former Minister Errabelli
Dayakar Rao has called upon
tribal farmers, tribal leaders,
activists of tribal organisations
and leaders to turn out in
large numbers at the proposed
Maha Dharna to be held here
on November 25 to protest
against the false cases regis-
tered against the Lagacharla

tribal farmers and to demand
their unconditional release.

Disclosing this to media
here on Sunday, Dayakar
Rao appealed to the people to
make the event a grand suc-
cess with their participation.

Later, he along with former
minister and MLC Satyavati
Rathod, BRS MLC
Takkallapalli Ravinder Rao,
former MP Maloth Kavita,

former MLAs Shankar Naik,
Redya Naik, ZP former chair-
person Bindu visited the
venue of the proposed  Maha
Dharna. He said that BRS
working president and for-
mer minister KT rama Rao
would grace the event. 

Dayakar appeals to tribals to make 
Nov 25 dharna grand success

Farmer
Gugulotha
Kima Nayak
pouring petrol
on his body
with his wife
Punnamma on
his side at 
the paddy
procurement
centre at
Annaam
village in
Surypet
district on
Sunday



PNS n SAMBHAL (UP)

Three people were killed and
scores of others, including
around 20 security personnel,
were injured as protesters
opposing a court-ordered sur-
vey of a Mughal-era mosque
here clashed with police on
Sunday.

The protesters torched
vehicles and pelted stones at
the police, who used tear gas
and batons to disperse the
mob. "Shots were fired by the
miscreants... the PRO of the

superintendent of police suf-
fered a gunshot to the leg,
the police circle officer was

hit by pellets and 15 to 20
security personnel were
injured in the violence,"

Moradabad Divis ional
Commissioner Aunjaneya
Kumar Singh said.

He said that a constable also
suffered a serious head injury
while the deputy collector frac-
tured his leg.

Tension has been brewing in
Sambhal since Tuesday when
the Jama Masjid was surveyed
on the orders of a local court
following a petition that
claimed that a Harihar temple
stood at the site.

"Three people, identified as
Naeem, Bilal and Nauman,
have been killed," Singh said,
adding that preparations were
underway for their post-
mortem examination.
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M
anipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh on Sunday said
action will be taken against poppy planters and their
accomplices following an ultimatum by a Naga village

authority. Singh's assurance came after a police team, led by
an additional SP, and village volunteers were allegedly
targeted by armed planters when they attempted to destroy
poppy cultivation in Kangpokpi district recently. In a post on
X, Singh said, "I appreciate the Makhan Village Authority for
taking a strong stand against poppy cultivation in their
villages. Let me assure you that central security forces and
state police are always on standby, ready to take necessary
action against poppy cultivation and its accomplices." He
also urged everyone to "come forward and join this
movement to eliminate drugs from Manipur." On Saturday,
the Makhan Village Authority issued an ultimatum to the
Manipur government, demanding action within four days
against poppy planters in Kangpokpi district. 

Manipur CM pledges action
against poppy growers

T
he Biju Janata Dal (BJD) held a rally here on Sunday
demanding the withdrawal of the Waqf (Amendment)
Bill. The rally organised by BJD Minority cell was held

near the Raj Bhavan here where protestors raised slogans
demanding the withdrawal of the bill as they claimed it
would affect harmony among the community. The
government has listed 16 bills, including the Waqf
Amendment Bill, for consideration in the Winter Session of
Parliament beginning on Monday. The protestors also
submitted a memorandum to President of India through
the District Collector of Khurda where they made certain
suggestions and expressed concerns regarding the
proposed amendments to the Waqf Act, 1995. "We urge
that this proposed bill be withdrawn and that
comprehensive consultations be held with stakeholders to
address their concerns before any amendments are
introduced in Parliament. 

BJD rally demands
withdrawal of Waqf Bill

U
nion minister Jitendra Singh on Sunday held a nearly
two-hour ‘Public Durbar’ (public meeting) in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua district, asserting that Prime Minister

Narendra Modi led government is committed to resolve public
issues at their doorsteps. Singh, who won Udhampur
parliamentary constituency for third term in a row, held the
public durbar at Marheen block of Hiranagar sector near the
International border. It was a part of his ongoing spree to
reach out to the public directly to listen to their issues and
concerns. Several issues raised by individual citizens and
delegations were resolved on-the-spot. Instructions for
immediate action were issued in several other cases, an
official said. He said the entire district administration led by
Deputy Commissioner Rakesh Minhas and senior officers
from various departments were also present for instant
intervention and follow-up. This is the third such Public
Durbar in different parts of Kathua district in recent months.

Union minister Jitendra
holds ‘public durbar’

PNS n BAKU (AZERBAIJAN)

India on Sunday fiercely reject-
ed the paltry US$ 300 billion
climate finance package for the
Global South and said the
COP29 presidency and the
UN climate change office
forced through the deal before
allowing it to voice its objec-
tions.

Making a strong statement
on behalf of India at the clos-
ing plenary of the UN climate
conference here, Chandni
Raina, Adviser, Department of
Economic Affairs, termed the
adoption process "unfair" and
"stage-managed" and said it
reflected the troubling lack of
trust in the UN system.

The UN climate conference
adopted a new climate finance
package of a meagre US$ 300
billion annually by 2035,
replacing the US$ 100 billion
pledge made in 2009.

The US$ 300 billion figure
is a far cry from the US$ 1.3
trillion the Global South has

been demanding over the past
three years of talks to tackle cli-
mate change.

India said its request to
speak before the adoption of
the climate finance package
was ignored.

"We had informed the pres-

idency and the secretariat that
we wanted to make a statement
before any decision on the
adoption. However, and this is
for everyone to see, this has
been stage-managed, and we
are extremely disappointed
with this incident," Raina said.

PNS n RANCHI

JMM leader Hemant Soren on
Sunday met Jharkhand
Governor Santosh Kumar
Gangwar and staked claim to
form the government, soon
after leaders of the INDIA bloc
in the state unanimously elect-
ed him as the legislature party
leader.

He resigned as the chief
minister, before staking claim
to form the government. He
will officiate as the acting
chief minister till oath is
administered to him on
November 28.

"I met the governor. We
staked claim to form the gov-
ernment, and handed over
support letter of alliance part-
ners to him. He invited us to
form the government. The
swearing in ceremony will be
held on November 28," Soren

told reporters after meeting
Gangwar.

Soren, who drove to the Raj
Bhavan in his car, said the gov-
ernor asked him to officiate as
the acting chief minister in the
interim.

Soren will be sworn in as the
14th chief minister of
Jharkhand, which was carved
out of Bihar on November 15,
2000. He will be sworn in as
the chief minister for the
fourth term.

Earlier, leaders and MLAs of
the alliance, during a meeting
at Hemant Soren's residence
here, unanimously elected him
as the coalition's leader.

Congress's Jharkhand in-
charge and party general sec-
retary Ghulam Ahmad Mir
and senior party leader Rajesh
Thakur also attended the
meeting, besides legislators of
the coalition parties.

Furious India rejects ‘unfair'
climate finance deal

Guv invites Soren to
form govt in Jharkhand

PNS n NAGAON (ASSAM)

Assam Police will form a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT) to
probe the murder of four per-
sons, including three of the
same family, at Gorajan village
in Nagaon district, a senior
officer said on Sunday.

Special Director General of
Police Harmeet Singh, who
visited the house where the
murders were committed on
Friday night, said that the
CID and forensic science
experts have already collected
evidence from the crime spot.

Speaking to reporters, Singh
said, "A SIT will be formed
under the leadership of Nagaon
Superintendent of Police
Swapnaneel Deka to take for-
ward the probe. CID and foren-
sic teams visited the spot on

Saturday and collected vital evi-
dence, including blood samples
and finger prints." Singh said
the crime will be investigated
from all angles.

The four persons were killed
by unknown assailants with
sharp weapons in the residence
of Gunadhar Sarkar. Sarkar, his
wife Sarojini and their
youngest daughter Jayasmrita,
and a youth from Nagaon,
Anupam Sutradhar, were killed
in the attack. Two other mem-
bers of Sarkar family, a daugh-
ter whose marriage was sched-
uled next Wednesday and her
brother, were away in Nagaon
shopping for the wedding.

Autopsy of the bodies was
conducted at the Nagaon
Civil Hospital on Saturday
and handed over to the fam-
ilies later.

Protest over Sambhal
mosque survey turns violent

Assam to form SIT to
probe Gorajan murders

3 killed, 20 cops among injured

PNS n LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday
alleged the violence in Uttar
Pradesh's Sambhal district over
the survey of a mosque was
orchestrated by the BJP, the
government and the adminis-
tration "to divert attention
from electoral malpractice".

The former Uttar Pradesh

chief minister also alleged "elec-
tronic booth capturing" during
the just-concluded bypolls to
nine assembly seats in the state

and said it would be clear if the
Election Commission could
conduct a forensic examination
of the EVMs.

Yadav made the allegations
a day after the UP by-poll
results, in which his party
managed to win only two
seats, while the BJP and its ally
RLD bagged the other seven,
including the Muslim-domi-
nated Kundarki.

Akhilesh claims BJP, govt behind violence

PNS n NEW DELHI

The air quality index continued
to fluctuate between the
"severe" and "very poor" cate-
gories in Delhi.

The city's 24-hour average
air quality index, recorded
until 4 pm on Sunday, was 318
(very poor), improving rom
the severe category recorded
the previous day when it was
412, according to data from the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

None of the 38 monitoring
stations in Delhi recorded AQI
in the severe category on
Sunday, compared to 20 stations
that recorded severe air quali-
ty the previous day, according
to the SAMEER app, which
provides hourly updates on the

National Air Quality Index.
An AQI between 0 and 50 is

considered "good," 51-100 "sat-
isfactory," 101-200 "moder-
ate," 201-300 "poor," 301-400
"very poor," 401-450 "severe,"
and above 450 "severe plus."

CPCB data identified PM2.5
as the primary pollutant, with
its levels recorded at 138 at 3
pm. PM2.5 particles, measur-
ing 2.5 micrometers or small-
er (approximately the width of
a human hair), pose significant

health risks as they can pene-
trate deep into the lungs and
enter the bloodstream, accord-
ing to the CPCB.

The Centre's Decision
Support System (DSS) for Air
Quality Management estimat-
ed that vehicular emissions
contributed 18.1 per cent to
Delhi's pollution on Sunday.
Stubble burning, another major
factor, accounted for 19 per
cent of Delhi's pollution on
Saturday. The DSS provides
daily estimates for vehicular
emissions, while data on stub-
ble burning is typically released
the following day.

Delhi's air quality plunged
into the hazardous category last
Sunday morning, with the AQI
crossing 450 for the first time
this season.

Delhi air quality fluctuates between
‘Very Poor’ and ‘Severe’

PNS n KARAD (MAHARASHTRA)

NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar
on Sunday said the Ladki
Bahin scheme, women's par-
ticipation in voting in large
numbers, and religious polar-
isation may have played a
role in Mahayuti's vic-
tory in Maharashtra
assembly polls.

He said the
election results,
declared on
Saturday, are not
on the expected
lines but he
would revitalise
the party.

Responding to a
query on his retirement
from active politics, Pawar
tersely said he and his party
colleagues will decide.

Speaking to reporters in
Karad city in Satara district,
Pawar acknowledged that the
NCP led by his nephew and
Deputy CM Ajit Pawar

secured more seats than the
NCP (Sharadchandra Pawar),
adding "Everyone knows who
founded the NCP".

"The Ladki Bahin scheme
and religious polarisation
played a role. Women's partic-

ipation in large numbers
could be the reason for

the Mahayuti sweep
in Maharashtra. We
will study the rea-
sons for the deba-
cle and take nec-
essary steps," he
said.

Pawar asserted
that the NCP (SP)

would go to people
by re-energising the

new leadership.
Responding to a query on

EVMs, a day after Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Sanjay Raut
expressed doubts over the
massive verdict in Mahayuti's
favour, Pawar said he would
speak about EVMs only if he
has official data.

'Ladki scheme, religious

polarisation may have played role'

Pawar on Mahayuti victory

PNS n SABARIMALA

The Travancore Devaswom
Board (TDB) announced on
Sunday that over six lakh devo-
tees have visited the Sabarimala
Lord Ayyappa temple, within
the first nine days of the
Mandalam-Makaravilakku pil-
grimage season.

TDB President P S Prasanth
said the temple, which opened
on November 16 (Vrishchikam
1), witnessed 6,12,290 pilgrims
during this period. This marks
a significant increase com-
pared to the 3,03,501 devotees
who visited during the same
timeframe last year.

The revenue collected dur-
ing this period has also risen
significantly to Rs 41.64 crore,

reflecting an increase of Rs
13.33 crore compared to the

previous season. Addressing
the media at Sannidhanam,

Prasanth attributed the rise to
"effective management and
improved facilities for devo-
tees."

To facilitate a smooth dar-
shan experience, three spot
online booking centers have
been established at
Vandiperiyar Sathram,
Erumeli, and Pamba. Elaborate
arrangements have been made
at the Manappuram online
booking center in Pamba to
handle the growing influx of
devotees, said Prasanth.

"There is no situation where
devotees will have to return
without darshan," Prasanth
assured, emphasising that the
online booking system is
equipped to manage the
increasing number of pilgrims.

He also advised devotees to
carry their Aadhaar card or a
copy for spot bookings.

The TDB president also
urged pilgrims to support the
temple's environmental efforts
by avoiding plastics at
Sabarimala Poomkavanam.

"Tantri Kandararu Rajeevaru
(priest) has directed devotees
not to include plastics in their
'irumudikattu' (sacred offer-
ings). However, some devotees
are still bringing plastics, which
goes against the temple's aim of
becoming a plastic-free zone,"
he said.

Further, Prasanth stressed
that leaving clothes in the holy
Pamba River is not a part of
any ritual and insisted devotees
to avoid "polluting the river."

Sabarimala witnesses surge of devotees
Revenue touches Rs 41crore

PNS n GUWAHATI

A day after the BJP bit the dust
in Jharkhand, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Sunday said he had
never claimed that the party
would win the assembly polls
in the eastern state.

Hemant Soren's JMM-led
alliance stormed to power in
Jharkhand for a second con-
secutive term, winning 56 seats
in the 81-member House,
despite an all-out blitz by the
BJP-led NDA which managed
only 24 seats. Sarma was the
BJP's co-in-charge for the
Jharkhand polls.

The Assam CM stressed the
urgency for the JMM-led
alliance to perform its consti-
tutional duty of identifying and

deporting infiltrators from the
eastern state.

Addressing a press confer-

ence here, Sarma said,
"Whenever you (media) had
asked me here about
Jharkhand, I had said that it is
a difficult state. I never claimed
that we would win. It was a
tough job for our party to fight
there but we did a good job
under the given circum-
stances."

Sarma, who had practically
camped in Jharkhand to cam-
paign for the party ahead of the
assembly elections and claimed
that infiltrators were posing a
threat to the eastern state,
reiterated the need for the
government to act against
them.

Never claimed BJP would win
Jharkhand polls: Himanta

PNS n CHANDIGARH

The Haryana government
will establish 'Samrasta
Virasat Kendras' in major
cities to propagate the
thoughts of great saints like
Maharishi Valmiki, Saint
Kabir, Guru Ravidas and the
architect of the Constitution
Dr B R Ambedkar, Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
said on Sunday.

Saini said the government
is celebrating their birth
anniversaries at the state level
to spread the message of
Maharishi Valmiki and other
saints among the new gener-
ation.

The government has start-
ed the Sant-Mahapurush
Vichar Samman and Prasar
Yojana for this. Under this
scheme, the birth anniver-
saries of saints and great
men are being celebrated at
the state level.

Will establish
'Samrasta Virasat
Kendras' in major
cities: Haryana CM 



T
he entertainment
media is abuzz with
news of AR Rahman’s

separation from his wife of
many years, Saira Banu. It is
not the first time that famous
couples, married for several
years, have called it quits.
What was once anathema in
the old scheme of things—
namely, a marriage breakup—
has now become a lot more
common, giving rise to a
new term in the nuptial dic-
tionary: grey divorce. 
All cases of middle-aged sep-
aration have been well-
thought-out decisions, taken
after life has given the couples
all their due during their
togetherness. The best of rela-
tionships can fray, the pristine
love that couples vouched
for can gather moss, and
what seemed like a lifetime’s
vow can wither after many
winters of frozen emotions.
What was once considered
unthinkable becomes
inevitable in the narrative of
two people who once thought
they would grow old togeth-
er and be each other’s crutch
when their feet faltered. What
had been held sacred and
secure slowly gives way, and
couples arrive at a decision
that is ironic, painful, and lib-

erating at the same time. We
have now entered a new era
of human relationships,
where binding and breaking
look like two sides of the same
coin. While separation at a
younger age is more common
than parting at twilight or
thereabouts, even long-stand-
ing unions are no longer
immune to the reconfigura-
tions of modern relation-
ships. Grey divorce has come
to symbolise not just the
unravelling of a marriage but
the assertion of individuali-
ty—a reclaiming of one’s uni-
verse after years of compro-
mise and shared existence.
For couples who part ways
after decades together, it is not
a rash decision taken in the
heat of conflict but the culmi-
nation of deep reflection and
an honest appraisal of their
shared journey. 
It is not about undoing the
years they spent together or

dismissing the love they once
held; rather, it is about recog-
nising that their paths have
diverged, their goals have
shifted, and their needs have
evolved in ways that no longer
align. Marriage, in its ideal
form, is a partnership where
two people grow together
while allowing each other
room to flourish individual-
ly. But as life unfolds with its
relentless demands and shift-
ing priorities, it is not uncom-
mon for this delicate balance
to tilt. What once felt like a
harmonious duet may start to
sound discordant, not out of
malice or neglect, but simply
because human beings are not
static. 
Divorce in later years, though
heart-wrenching, is often an
act of self-preservation—a
decision to honour the person
each has become rather than
clinging to a version of them-
selves that no longer exists. It
is a painful shedding of skin
that no longer fits, and like all
transformations, it comes
with its share of sorrow and
scars. Yet, it is also an oppor-
tunity for renewal, a chance to
readjust one’s life with one’s
inner truth. Couples who
choose to separate after years
together are not betraying the

sanctity of marriage; they are
embracing the courage to let
go of something that no
longer serves their mutual
wellbeing. 
It is a quiet revolution in the
way society views commit-
ment—not as an unyielding
contract but as a partnership
rooted in growth, love, and
respect, even when that
means stepping away. While
the process is undeniably
painful, it also holds the
promise of freedom and self-
discovery. It allows individu-
als to reclaim their lives, find
joy in their own company,
and pursue paths that were
perhaps once abandoned for
the sake of togetherness. Grey
divorce is not the undoing of
a life lived together; it is the
rewriting of two lives that are
still unfolding. It reminds us
that while love may not
always last in its original
form, the lessons it imparts
and the growth it inspires are
eternal. And in that, there is
hope—a hope that even in
endings, there can be begin-
nings. As Rahman said, they
will eventually find meaning
in the shattering.
(The author is a columnist and
children’s writing coach based
in Dubai; Views are personal)

T
he Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), alongside its allies, achieved significant electoral
victory in Maharashtra while the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) fought its way
to victory in Jharkhand despite many handicaps proving once again that it is dif-

ficult to read the voters’ mind. In Maharashtra, the BJP-led Mahayuti coalition, includ-
ing factions of the Shiv Sena and the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), secured a deci-
sive majority, capitalising on effective consolidation of OBC votes and strategic welfare
schemes like direct cash transfers for women. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship and grassroots outreach programmes further bolstered their appeal. Meanwhile,
in Jharkhand, the BJP failed to wrest power from the ruling alliance of JMM. It could
not emphasise governance issues and leverage dissatisfaction with the Hemant Soren-
led coalition. The JMM’s success was amplified by strong voter mobilisation in tribal
areas and development-focused messaging. In Maharashtra, the Maha Vikas Aghadi

(MVA) alliance, comprising the Congress, Shiv Sena
(UBT), and the original NCP, struggled with internal divi-
sions and a lack of clarity on critical issues such as
reservations for the Maratha community. 
In Jharkhand, the BJP’s limited reach and failure to
address rural distress effectively diminished its
appeal. The electoral outcome in Maharashtra under-
lines the BJP’s ability to adapt and dominate state pol-
itics. All this while the Opposition struggled to regain
voter trust. The NDA led by the BJP, achieved notable
success in Maharashtra due to a combination of strate-
gic alliances, effective voter outreach and targeted wel-
fare initiatives. In Maharashtra, the BJP presented itself

as a cohesive force with Eknath Shinde’s Shiv Sena faction and Ajit Pawar’s Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) group, ensuring a consolidated voter base. The party’s focus on
OBC consolidation, welfare schemes such as direct cash transfers for women, and the
influence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership resonated strongly with voters.
But it was different story in Jharkhand where the BJP could not harness dissatisfaction
with the governance of the Hemant Soren-led coalition and failed to highlight local issues
like unemployment and tribal welfare and banked more on its national agenda. The JMM
also benefited from a grassroots campaign that addressed tribal and rural voter con-
cerns, further solidifying its position. Similarly, in Maharashtra the opposition failed to
effectively capitalise on the BJP’s perceived shortcomings, such as economic challenges
and allegations of governance lapses. In Maharashtra, the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
coalition, comprising the Congress, Shiv Sena (Uddhav), and Sharad Pawar’s NCP, strug-
gled with internal divisions and inconsistent messaging, particularly on sensitive issues
like Maratha reservations. In Jharkhand, JMM and Congress were able to counter the
BJP’s narrative and present a compelling vision for change. These results indeed under-
score the innate acumen of the voters to vote on the issues they deem important.

Mixed bag

leader Eknath Shinde. 
The magic wand of Sharad Pawar had lost
its power while his breakaway factions of
Sena and NCP led by Uddhav Thackeray
and Sharad Pawar, had seen the downslide
quite significantly. The Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray termed the victory as
note-jihad by attacking the BJP leader
Vinod Tawde and alleged that cash for votes
marred the end results. While all parties
facilitate cash for votes, it's not that how
much one bribe matters and, at the end,
how much of welfare the party extends to
the people that brings such a huge victo-
ry need to be respected. The BJP has used
their arm of RSS to campaign to target
women, farmers and OBCs in the last six
months and has gained momentum by a
constructive approach to focus on this
landmark victory.

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai

LONG-TERM PLANNING NEEDED
Madam — This refers to the editorial, ‘Cars
the Main Culprit,’ wherein it was observed
that the real culprit behind Delhi's toxic air
is not stubble burning but the city's over-

whelming vehicular emissions. The
Supreme Court, concerned about the
health of the residents of the capital and
commuters, has taken a commendable ini-
tiative to close schools up to class 12 and
implement all the necessary restrictions of
the Graded Response Action Plan-Stage 4. 
A section of the society is praising the com-
mendable effort of the judiciary whole-
heartedly. 
The Aam Aadmi Party in Delhi has come
under fire over the deteriorating air qual-
ity in the national capital. But instead of
controlling the worsening conditions, the
Aam Aadmi Party is bent on criticising the
Modi government at the Centre. Before the
upcoming Assembly elections, the Atishi
government will have to show its work on
the ground in Delhi. The Central and State
governments should together take practi-
cal steps on a concrete action plan to reduce
pollution and improve the environment in
Delhi.

Yugal Kishore Sharma  | Faridabad

ADANI GROUP CONTROVERSY
Madam— Adani Group Chairman
Gautam Adani, his nephew Sagar Adani
and six others were indicted by US pros-
ecutors in New York on Wednesday
(November 20) in an alleged Rs 2,029 crore
bribery case that could be a much bigger
blow for business than the Hindenburg
report. Side by side, it could upset the
group's global expansion ambitions, hin-
der capital-raising and tarnish the
fundraising abilities of other Indian firms
by association.Though the White House
expressed confidence in the resilience of
India-US ties despite allegations against
industrialist Gautam Adani and his asso-
ciates of orchestrating a $265 million
bribery scheme to secure state energy con-
tracts. 
Even after all this, citizens of the country
strongly believe that whether Adani paid
the bribe or not is to be probed by the
agencies.When Indian agencies failed,
US court indicted him for the bribery. Let
Adani & his companies defend themselves
in the US courts. If Adani has invested in
the non-BJP-ruled states, that is only for
the minerals, forests, lands and other
resources of those states. Where Indian
compromised agencies failed, the US
caught him on the wrong foot. Let him and
his other conspirators face the music.
Remember, the US laws are very strict in
the cases of bribery or anti-competition
laws. Let Adani face the music in the US
courts and international financiers or
hawala money suppliers. Whatsoever, for
the clean image of the country, India must
also set up a probe into this matter and be
prepared to go by the evidence presented
to the US regulators and courts to deter-
mine if there has been wrongdoing on our
soil.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Delhi

MAHAYUTI WINS MAHARASHTRA 
Madam — The Mahayuti alliance in
Maharashtra has won the Assembly elec-
tions 2024 is a double booster for BJP after
its recent surprise win in Haryana. It's a cel-
ebration time for the CM and Shiv Sena
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Ruling JMM retains Jharkhand and the BJP-led Mahayuti ,

Maharashtra, indicating anti-incumbency is not at play right now  

There may be several others
but are yet to acquire signifi-
cance. Many of them who
would survive, would get mod-
ified, and much of them would
evolve into something totally
different. Time can tell. For the
present, efforts are being made
to understand business mod-
els and their impact on work
conduct. An obvious outcome
of AI is the redundancy of
many tasks. As the character of
tasks changes, the character of
organizational models is open
to change. 
The whole approach of aggre-
gation of organizational tasks
into job designs has undergone
a fundamental change. Many
humanly rendered tasks have
become redundant, and they
have then been replaced either
by machines or machine-led
aggregation of skills. This
whole process is akin to a
major revolution in the under-
standing of the work. It needs
to be realized that once such
forces are generated, there is no
reversal that can take place in
its entirety. It also impacts job
designs, which for whatever
reason may not change. Put
simply, the nature of the task
itself has revolutionized orga-
nizations. Practically everyone
needs to understand AI
because there is nothing that
can be quite untouched by that
process. The overlapping jobs

would disappear, skill shifts
would take place, and
reskilling and upskilling would
become the order of the day as
never before. When such fun-
damental changes are let loose,
job displacement is not just job
displacement but the seedbed
of new forms of job creation.
The interesting thing is that AI
acquires some human charac-
teristics that are still in the
domain of documentation,
understanding, and interpre-
tation. The bias in AI would
have been the act of abbrevi-
ation and one might say, even
the dispensation of organiza-
tion fair play. Privacy and
security are concepts that
change, and nothing stays
quite what it was even a quar-
ter of a century ago.
The upshot of all these is the
creation of a paradigm of
organization management,
whether the top management
may not be necessary at the top
but acquire primacy even
while imbibed in the heart of
an organization. This would
happen because of the ability
of the AI specialist to affect the
nature of the work itself. The
chances are clear that AI as a
service is on the way to acquir-
ing a character of its own. For
some AI will be the first lan-
guage, and they will affect the
running of the organization in
a very critical manner. For the

rest, AI would be a second lan-
guage, and everyone would
need to understand a little bit
of the nature of AI.
Put simply, the future of work
will be a diligent factor in
many ways, which might be an
outcome of the revolution of
AI. The fascinating thing is to
observe how the character of
AI affects other functions of
the organization like finance,
marketing, the functioning of
ports, and more. The above is
not to say that pathways are
clear and the shift in organisa-
tional nature is irrevocable.
The AI is a job in progress. It’s
a work in progress that is still
taking shape and a character
that remains in service of
organization management, will
only gradually become clear.
How this will roll out is diffi-
cult to predict, but one thing
is clear: 
AI is here to stay. All in all, it
will be interesting to observe
how AI and human intelli-
gence deal with each other and
create an amalgam of human
efforts for organizational
growth. The future is here, and
over time, it will take shape
with better clarity and hopeful-
ly some predictability.

(The writer is a well-known
management consultant of

international repute. The
views expressed are 

personal)

Emerging contours of
artificial intelligence

T
he foundation of
understanding an
organisation lies in
understanding the role
relationships within it.

An individual may even, lose their
identity in living up to the
requirements of his organisa-
tional role. Illustratively, the
President of an organisation is no
longer just an individual who
occupies that position. The per-
son who occupies that position
becomes the President of the
organisation with the President’s
characteristics, the President’s
traits, and the President’s attrib-
utes. 
Being a true President may often
require his acting in denial of his
inclinations in favour of the role
requirement. This issue has usu-
ally constituted the foundation of
organisation analysis and opera-
tions. The theoretical basis of this
thinking was laid out in 1952 by
Elliott Jaques in his classical book
“Changing Culture of a Factory."
This was a report of 1948 and
1950 of a Glacier Metal Company,
London. The Tavistock Institute
of Human Relations was the
sponsor. 
The significance of the book lies,
among other things, in the theo-
retical and operational implica-
tions of the research findings. The
study went back to 1938. That is
another story. Since then, few
things have so fundamentally
affected organisations under-
standing till the coming of arti-
ficial intelligence (AI). These are
indeed seminal times in terms of
understanding organisations. AI
has affected how one looks at
manufacturing, finance, logis-
tics, and more. The expressions of
job design have changed. If the
basis of job design has changed,
the understanding of organiza-
tional structure stands to change.
The key issue is whether the fun-
damental changes through the
new model of business products
for increasing profit have impact-
ed organisational operations. And
how they have affected pricing,
job market changes, and created
or altered new revenue streams.
Currently, the world of products
and academia is dealing with a lot
of jargonise. The popular refer-
ences are two models, one is the
platform-based model, other is
the subscription model. 

Women's hockey team wins ACT

THE WHOLE

APPROACH OF

AGGREGATION OF

ORGANISATIONAL

TASKS INTO JOB

DESIGNS HAS

UNDERGONE A

FUNDAMENTAL

CHANGE. MANY

HUMANLY RENDERED

TASKS HAVE BECOME
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THEY HAVE THEN
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Grey divorce: The new reality

of modern relationships

T
he Indian women's hockey team
has created history once again by
retaining the Asian Champions

Trophy title after beating China. It
would always be a moment of pride see-
ing Indian women securing victory in
India's national sport, hockey. The title
is extremely prestigious for all of us, and
our women players deserve this victo-

ry due to their constant hard work of
managing seven victories in the seven
matches. India beat China with 3-0 and
holds the ACT (Asian Champion
Trophy) crown once again, for the
third time now, after securing the same
in 2016 and 2023. 
The team under Harendra Kaur is col-
lecting worldwide appreciation for their
high-quality, victorious performance
and hopefully, if Team India continues
the same magic in the upcoming Los
Angeles session in 2028, we all back at
home will be in the epitome of cheers
for our girls. Meanwhile, it's time for
Indian women's hockey to enjoy and dip
into the victory celebration. The nation
extends heartiest congratulations to
them for their success.  

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

ASHA IYER KUMAR

Far from a rash dissolution of vows, grey divorce is reshaping societal

views on commitment, showcasing that it can lead to new beginnings

The interplay between AI and human intelligence offers both challenges and
opportunities, heralding a future where adaptability and innovation are key
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IN HIS FIRST
TERM, TRUMP

INCREASED
TARIFFS ON
ALUMINUM 

AND STEEL TO
BRING ITS

MANUFACTURING
BACK TO 
THE US, 

BUT THE 
GOAL WAS 

NOT 
ACHIEVED

T
he emergence of the internet has revolutionised the way an indi-
vidual connects, communicates and accesses information.
However, alongside its numerous benefits, this emergence has

also given rise to various dangers, one of the most concerning being
the presence of online predators - someone who uses the internet
to exploit others for personal gain, often engaging in deceptive and
manipulative behaviour. These individuals exploit digital platforms to
manipulate, exploit and harm unsuspecting victims, often targeting
vulnerable populations such as children and teenagers.
Social media platforms, online gaming environments, chat rooms and
even educational forums provide predators with access to potential
victims. The motives range from financial fraud and identity theft to
emotional manipulation, sexual exploitation and many more. The
anonymity of the internet emboldens these individuals, allowing them
to craft fake personas and deceive others without immediate risk of
detection.
Online predators employ various strategies to target and exploit their
victims. One of the most common is grooming, a process in which
predators build trust and emotional connections over time. This tac-
tic often begins with flattery, attention or shared interests making the
victim feel valued and understood. Once the trust is established, the
predator isolates the victim by discouraging contact with family or
friends, making the victim more dependent on them. Not only this,
but these predators also exploit vulnerabilities, such as low self-esteem,
loneliness or a desire for acceptance. They use threats, blackmail or
promises of love or gifts to control their victims. In some cases, the

predators coerce victims into sharing sensitive information or explic-
it content, which can later be used as leverage. Victims falling prey
to an online predator can be devastating. They may experience emo-
tional trauma, anxiety, depression and a loss of trust in others and
if it’s a minor then the outcomes are even worse affecting their devel-
opment and relationships.
A combination of education, vigilance and robust digital safeguards
and awareness campaigns can teach individuals, especially young
people, about the risks of interacting with strangers online for they
tend to put up in place as younger influencers who will share their
lives on camera. And the importance of protecting personal informa-
tion.
Technological solutions, such as parental controls, advanced priva-
cy settings and reporting mechanisms, can also help deter preda-
tors. There is no denying that the threat of online predators is a sober-
ing reminder of the darker side of the digital age. While the internet
offers incredible opportunities for connection and growth, it also
demands vigilance and responsibility from all users. 
By understanding the tactics of online predators and implementing
protective measures, individuals can work toward a safer online envi-
ronment. Only when education, communication and technology unite
to combat this pervasive issue, can society ensure that the Internet
remains a tool for empowerment rather than exploitation.
If you suspect someone is being targeted by an online predator, report
it to the authorities or an organisation like NCMEC (National Centre
for Missing & Exploited Children) through their CyberTipline.

(The writer is an educator; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN

ONLINE 
PREDATORS

G
oa has long been a
dream destination for
both domestic and

international travelers. Its
blend of scenic beauty and cul-
tural richness has earned it a
prominent place on the glob-
al tourism map. But is the
charm of Goa fading? Is it los-
ing its allure? Certainly not. In
fact, anyone visiting Goa
would find its flights fully
booked well in advance, its
hotels packed, and its beach-
es bustling with lively crowds.
However, some media reports
have suggested a decline in its
popularity, which seems at
odds with the reality and the
figures. 
For decades, Goa has been
synonymous with sun-kissed
beaches, lively shacks, and a
carefree lifestyle that has
charmed travellers from 

around the world. Beyond its
picturesque coastlines lies a
treasure trove of history, cul-
ture, and tradition waiting to
be discovered. 
Ironically, a report from the
CEIC (China Economic
Information Centre) claimed
a drastic drop in foreign tourist
arrivals to Goa, alleging a fall
from 8.5 million in 2019 to just
1.5 million in 2023. This nar-

rative suggested that Goa was
losing its allure to internation-
al competitors like Thailand,
Sri Lanka, and Vietnam.
Interestingly report is bereft of
the details of the sources and
how they were collected.
Casting aspersions on the
motive of the report in first
place. These claims have been
contested by Goa’s Tourism
Department, which points out
significant discrepancies in
the data. Official figures indi-
cated approximately 450,000
foreign arrivals in 2023–a
notable recovery post-pan-
demic-while domestic tourism
surged to 8.17 million in 2023,
surpassing the 7.12 million
recorded in 2019. Altogether,
Goa welcomed 8.62 million
tourists in 2023, exceeding
pre-pandemic levels.
Addressing these concerns,

Tourism Minister Rohan A
Khaunte has criticised the
report, describing it as a delib-
erate attempt to misrepresent
Goa’s standing. “The numbers
are manipulated to present a
false narrative,” he stated. “In
2023, we recorded 4.5 million
international tourists and
about 9 million domestic
tourists. It’s not just about
quantity but the quality of
tourism and the revenue it
generates. Domestic tourists
are now spending more, opt-
ing for premium accommoda-
tions.” To further boost the
international Khaunte stress-
es the importance of improv-
ing Goa’s international connec-
tivity, particularly with emerg-
ing markets in Southeast Asia,
the West Asia and Europe. He
revealed ongoing efforts to
establish direct flight routes to

key destinations such as the
UAE, Malaysia and South
Korea. “These regions hold
immense potential for quality
tourism,” he noted. In fact, Goa
has gone notch up to promote
tourism that is both sustainable
and rejuvinating.
In 2023, Goa launched a pio-
neering regenerative tourism
campaign, emphasising sus-
tainability across the pillars of
economy, environment, and
society. This initiative aims to
go beyond sustainable prac-

tices, creating tourism models
that leave a positive impact on
local communities while offer-
ing unique, meaningful expe-
riences for travelers.
“Regenerative tourism is about
ensuring that tourism not only
sustains but enriches the local
culture, economy, and envi-
ronment,” Khaunte explaines.
Despite its many strengths,
Goa faces ongoing challenges.
The lack of app-based taxi ser-
vices and disputes among taxi
operators have been long-
standing grievances for visi-
tors, often resulting in com-
plaints about high fares.
Additionally, while Goa offers
accommodations catering to
all budgets, from luxury to
backpacker-friendly, the state
has been criticised for expen-
sive lodging options. Khaunte
acknowledged these concerns,

emphasising the need for
improved public transporta-
tion and better policies to
enhance the tourist experience.
Indeed the ‘Unverified data
without revealing the method-
ology employed and source
makes the data suspect and
report motivated.
What sets Goa apart is its ver-
satility. Whether you’re seek-
ing beach parties, adventure
sports, spiritual retreats, or cul-
tural festivities, Goa caters to
a wide range of interests. This
adaptability has been the cor-
nerstone of its enduring
appeal. Goa’s enchanting land-
scapes and vibrant culture
have long served as a cinemat-
ic muse, making it a favored
backdrop for filmmakers
worldwide. From Bollywood
blockbusters to Hollywood
thrillers, Goa’s charm has been

immortalised on screen. Iconic
films like Ek Duje Ke Liye
(1981) was all about love in the
Goan air, while Dil Chahta Hai
(2001) redefined the idea of
weekend getaways, inspiring a
generation to explore its idyl-
lic beaches. Dear Zindagi
(2016) captured its serene
vibe, while the Golmaal series
(2006–2010) added a playful
twist to its allure as a honey-
moon destination. Even inter-
national cinema embraced its
beauty, with The Bourne
Supremacy (2004) using Goa
as a stunning backdrop for its
high-stakes drama.  Whether
on screen or off, the magic of
Goa continues to captivate
and mesmerise, unaffected by
reports or negative propagan-
da.
(The author is travel writer and
influencer; views are personal)

Goa’s timeless allure: Ultimate destination despite misleading claims

They exploit the anonymity and reach of digital platforms

to target vulnerable individuals, particularly children

SHAINY SHARMA

DIVYA BHATIA

With promises to overhaul bureaucracy, impose steep tariffs and retreat from
climate commitments, Trump’s policies are set to reshape the US and the world

B K SINGH

Trump 2.0: Stark challenges for

the climate and global stability

worst economic crisis humankind
has ever experienced. Presently
global economy is already facing
considerable headwinds, any
trade war can have disastrous
consequences. US’s technological
advancement for decades has
placed it as the leading power-
house in the world. 
Its investment in research and
development has been quite
rewarding as evident from the
fact that there have been more
Nobel laureates in the last five or
six years than the rest of the
world put together have pro-
duced. With its technological
superiority, the rest of the world
is dependent on it economically
too and the tariff policy would
leave them behind in the trade
war. So far China’s growth has
been manufacturing followed by
exports. With the slowdown in
exports, it is dealing with the
problem of overcapacity of its
industries and making efforts to
boost domestic consumption.
There has been budget constraint
in Europe - money is spent on
subsidies in several countries,
causing growth retardation.
Germany, to continue producing
in the country has to match the
US subsidy offering 900 million
euros to Swedish battery makers
Northvolt, which is experiencing
sluggish growth of the economy.
Subsidies continue to slow the
growth globally. 
As the growth suffers, climate
action also suffers. For instance,
countries in the African subcon-
tinent have vast potential for
solar and wind energy, which has
remained untapped so far. China’s
interest in Africa is going up
through its belt and Road initia-
tives; it has an eye on the natur-
al resources of the continent. It is

to be seen whether Trump 2.0 can
counter China in Africa. 
In his election speeches, Trump
has already sought to restore US
manufacturing and has targeted
to end the Chinese dominance in
sectors like advanced information
technology, high-end numerical
control machinery, robotics, avi-
ation equipment, maritime engi-
neering technology, sophisticat-
ed rail equipment, energy-saving
vehicles, electrical equipment,
medical devices and agriculture
machinery etc. 
European business finds it now
difficult to continue investing in
China and India should try to
leverage the churn to its advan-
tage. President-elect has already
announced Immigration hardlin-
er Tom Homan for the deposition
of illegal immigrants. He said that
there is nobody better in policing
and controlling US borders and
there is no doubt that Homan will
do a fantastic job which has
been long awaited. 
Homan also spoke to the press
supporting the deportation of
even US-born children of undoc-
umented immigrants. Another
Immigration hardliner Stephen
Miller has been announced to be
deputy Chief of Policy in the new
administration. Unprecedented
deportation is around the corner,
which is bound to impact the
labour force. What will happen to
manufacturing? Also, his tax cut
promise would lead to a fiscal
deficit; the US has one of the
highest fiscal deficits 22 per cent
of GDP, more than four times as
high as India. 
The country is already under
heavy debt and indebtedness
would further increase the deficit.
Despite a good chemistr y
between Trump and Modi, India

may not be spared of 10 per cent
tariff, which may impact our
imports. By 2028, when Trump’s
term ends, not only the US, but
many other countries will be
reeling under high inflation and
poor growth. UN is also recon-
ciled to accept a cut in US fund-
ing in Trump 2.0. A US retreat at
the UN is likely to open the door
for China, which has been build-
ing influence in global diploma-
cy. The best part of Trump’s
promises is that he would stop
funding war. The end of war in
West Asia and Ukraine is expect-
ed soon. The re-election of
Trump has cast a shadow on the
ongoing world climate summit in
Baku, Azerbaijan. His withdraw-
al from the Paris Agreement in
his first term and halting climate
funding has slowed down the
progress globally. 
Trump in his election campaign
has vowed to ignore any climate
emergency. He has been categor-
ical in his election speeches –
abandon climate, drill, baby, drill.
He has also joked in speeches that
if the sea level rises, we will have
more properties facing the sea. In
some other speeches, he said
that why should we be con-
cerned if the sea level rises by a
thousandth of an inch after thou-
sands of years? Global leaders at
Baku perceive the inaction and
obstructions from the US and
debate whether they can afford
such inaction for four more years.
They must work out the strategy
and pursue advanced climate
actions and goals. Barbados PM
has invited Trump for a face-to-
face meeting on climate. 

(The writer is retired principal
chief conservator of forests -head

of Forests Force- Karnataka;
views are personal)

D
onald Trump will take over as
US President on January, 20
2025 and his pre-election
promises would have eco-
nomic and environmental

consequences. On the economic front,
countries worldwide would face still
stronger dollars sucking money out of
emerging markets, high protectionist
tariffs imposed and consequent trade war
slowing the growth and increasing infla-
tion globally. His regime is not only com-
mitted to sacking thousands of bureau-
crats and replaced by his supporters but
has also announced a new department
named the Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) to be headed by Elon
Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy to slash the
bureaucracy.
No doubt it would disrupt the continu-
ity of the functioning of government, and
it would also lead to job losses.
Nationwide federal government employs
nearly 3 million people. Trump says
Musk and Ramaswamy would dismantle
government bureaucracy, slash excess
regulations, cut wasteful expenditure
and restructure federal agencies. While
Musk has announced to cut $2 trillion
from the federal budget, Ramaswamy has
proposed to eliminate the education
department and FBI. 
Internal Revenue Service as well as cut-
ting the federal workforce by 75 per cent
in a mass layoff. Trump has consistently
maintained to levy a 10 per cent tariff on
all imports in the US, 60 per cent on
imports from China and 100 per cent on
cars imported from China. This would
mean cutting imports from many coun-
tries which may even result in trade wars.
Capacities created in countries like China
would be rendered unutilised. With lim-
ited domestic consumption in China, the
country would face a backlash. 
If all countries take action to cut on
imports, it certainly boomerangs some-
where and exports would be adversely
impacted in most cases. A 10 per cent tar-
iff on imports would increase US prices
of goods by at least 3 per cent and a con-
tinued trade war may even further raise
the prices. While domestic producers in
the US would welcome it, the consumers
will have to pay more. Tariff is not the
solution to all problems. Trump’s idea to
shift manufacturing back to the US may
be hit by supply chain disruption on
account of higher tariffs. 
The job creation in the US may be
impacted. In his first term, Trump
increased tariffs on Aluminum and Steel
to bring its manufacturing back to the US,
but the goal was not achieved. His accep-
tance of higher prices to be paid by con-
sumers, while protecting producers had
also made consumers pay 18 per cent
extra on Washing machines in 2018. Later
some of Trump’s tariff was increased by
Biden too. It went up to 100 per cent on
electric vehicles, 50 per cent on solar cells
and 25 per cent on batteries from China.
It had its impact on climate action too –
the transition to cleaner energy was
slowed down. Herbert Hoover,  a
Republican, US President nearly a centu-
ry ago had similarly announced the
imposition of tariffs, which ultimately cul-
minated in the adoption of the Smoot-
Hawley Act, of 1930 and increased tariffs
by 40 to 60 per cent. 
It led to a trade war and the US faced
retaliation from its trade partners too. It
triggered the great depression and the

Recent reports claiming a decline in its popularity seem at odds with the reality on the ground



MONEY MATTERS

Assam to host business
summit in February

08

NCL-aided project lights up
lives of tribal women 

L
ow-cost airline Air India Express has announced an
increase in flight operations from three major
destinations in the northeast – Guwahati, Agartala and

Imphal – as part of its winter schedule. This is part of the
airlines’ expansion of winter services across the country, it
said in a statement here. Air India Express has increased its
operations to 106 weekly flights from 63 last winter, from
Guwahati. It provides direct connectivity to eight domestic
destinations of Agartala, Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Imphal, Jaipur and Kolkata. The airline also
provides one-stop connectivity to 18 domestic destinations
and six international destinations from Guwahati. In Imphal,
the airline hiked its weekly flights to 34 this season, an
addition of 20 over last winter, the statement said. Since
adding Agartala as a station in September 2024, the airline
has increased its flights from 14 to 21 weekly, and connects
two destinations – Guwahati and Kolkata – directly. It also
offers one-stop connectivity from Agartala to 11 domestic
destinations. “The expansion not only facilitates easier travel
for those wishing to explore North East, but also strengthens
Guwahati’s role as a vital link with the rest of the country,”
Chief Commercial Officer (CCO) Ankur Garg said.

Air India Express increases
flight operations from NE 
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A
ssam will be hosting a two-day business summit in
February next year with a focus on attracting investment
and developing the state's infrastructure, Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma said here on Sunday. He said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will be inaugurating the 'Advantage
Assam 2.0 - the Global Infrastructure and Investors' Summit'
on February 24, with Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to be invited for the valedictory session. "We
hosted the first 'Advantage Assam' investment summit in
2018, which led to agreements for investments of Rs 1 lakh
crore. But due to the COVID pandemic, we could not hold
any follow-up meet, even though the state has been
attracting investments," Sarma said, addressing a press
conference here. He maintained that good governance and
peace have contributed to the state emerging as an
investment destination. "Taking it forward, we will be hosting
the two-day summit in February. The prime minister has
already accepted our invitation, and we are hopeful that the
finance minister will also give her consent though we are yet
to meet her formally," Sarma said. The CM said the focus of
the summit will be equally on infrastructure and investment.

IIFCL seeks infra tag
for the space sector
Keen to finance satellite vehicles manufacturing: MD
PNS n NEW DELHI

State-owned IIFCL has request-
ed the government to bring the
space sector under the harmo-
nized list of infrastructure for
easier financing of satellite vehi-
cle manufacturing activity in the
country.

Currently, India
Infrastructure Finance
Company Limited (IIFCL) is
providing advisory services to
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) through its
subsidiary IIFCL Projects
Limited (IPL).

"Space sector is something
which we have been engaged in
through our subsidiary IPL.
IPL got repeated mandates from
ISRO for helping them in many
of their endeavours, including
transfer of space satellites," IIFCL
managing director P R
Jaishankar told PTI.

IIFCL subsidiary has helped
in transferring 13 satellites from
ISRO to NSIL which involved a
very complicated legal process,
he said, adding IPL has also
done their business plans.

NewSpace India Ltd (NSIL),
is the commercial arm of ISRO
with the primary responsibility
of enabling Indian industries to
take up high-technology space-
related activities and is also
responsible for the promotion
and commercial exploitation of
the products and services ema-
nating from the Indian space
programme.

At the same time, he said, "We
would like to engage with the
space sector in terms of financ-
ing the space satellite vehicles
manufacturing and other relat-
ed areas. So, we have requested
the government to include the
space sector in the harmonized
list of infrastructure so that we
can be enabled to provide fund-
ing to this sector."

As per the extant guidelines,
IIFCL can provide funds only to
sectors in the harmonised mas-
ter list of infrastructure.
Presently, it includes five main
sectors and 37 sub-sectors.

Earlier this year, the Union
Cabinet liberalised Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) policy

allowing up to 100 per cent FDI
through the automatic route in
the space sector.

Foreign firms now planning
to build satellites would not
require government approval up
to 74 per cent of the investment
while up to 49 per cent in the
case of launch vehicles.

This increased private sector
participation would help to gen-
erate employment, enable mod-
ern technology absorption and
make the sector self-reliant.

Besides, Jaishankar said,
IIFCL is planning to set up a
subsidiary for issuance of asset
backed securities (ABS) or cov-
ered bonds, as it aims to secu-
ritize its assets and conserve cap-
ital for further growth in busi-
ness.

The idea is to hive off part of
our assets, he said, adding, "We
will maintain a threshold, and
we will focus on increasing the
sanctions and disbursements
more as compared to growing
the asset size or loan book
size".

National Consumer Helpline to
roll out AI-based features
PNS n NEW DELHI

National Consumer Helpline
(NCH) is set to introduce arti-
ficial intelligence-based fea-
tures including speech recog-
nition and multilingual chat-
bots as part of a major upgrade
to its consumer grievance sys-
tem.

The helpline has also
announced partnerships with
over 1,000 companies to expe-
dite complaint resolution.

The new AI capabilities,
dubbed NCH 2.0, will allow
consumers to file complaints
through voice input in their
local languages, marking a

significant technological trans-
formation of the consumer
protection platform that cur-
rently operates in 17 languages.

The helpline has seen dra-
matic growth in usage, with
monthly calls surging to
141,817 in January 2024 from
14,795 in January 2015.
Monthly complaint registra-
tions have tripled to 112,468 in
2024 from 37,062 in 2017.

"These technological
upgrades are aimed at making
the grievance filing process

more seamless, efficient, and
inclusive," the Department of
Consumer Affairs said in a
statement.

The partnership pro-
gramme, known as the
Convergence Programme, has
expanded to include major
companies across sectors such
as e-commerce, travel, educa-
tion, and banking. The num-
ber of participating companies
has grown nearly fourfold
from 263 in 2017 to 1,009 cur-
rently.

WITH RAMAYANA TRAIL PACKAGE

Lankan Airlines eyes more Indian tourists
PNS n NEW DELHI

Sri Lankan Airlines aims to
increase flights to the country
and attract more tourists,
including with the Ramayana
Trail package, according to a top
airline official. The company
sees India as a place that offers
"enormous growth" opportuni-
ties.

The Ramayana Trail will help

people connect with 20 signif-
icant locations in Sri Lanka that
are linked to the Ramayana
story.

SriLankan Airlines CEO
Richard Nuttall said growth in
the number of tourists from
India has been stellar this year
but still below the pre-Covid
numbers.

He was speaking at a function
in the national capital for the

launch of the Ramayana Trail
package on Saturday evening.
High Commissioner of Sri
Lanka to India Kshenuka

Senewiratne was also present.
Till the end of October this

year, around 20 per cent of the
tourists who came to Sri Lanka
were from India.

"We have been looking at
how to lift and rejuvenate
tourism from India to Sri Lanka
to the next level," he said while
mentioning the Ramayana Trail
and added that it was time to do
something different.

Currently, the airline operates
88 flights a week to nine desti-
nations in India -- Delhi,
Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Kochi, Trivandrum,
Chennai, Trichy and Madurai.

Emphasising that the airline
sees India as a place of "enor-
mous growth and possibilities",
Nuttall said it wants to be part
of that growth and is working
with its Indian partners.

Markets may react to assembly
polls outcome: Analysts

PNS n MUMBAI

Global factors and FII activity will dictate
trends in domestic equity markets this week
while assembly poll results of Maharashtra
and Jharkhand may impact stocks on
Monday, say analysts.

Stock markets witnessed a spirited recov-
ery on Friday with benchmark Sensex and
Nifty notching the best single-day gains in
more than five months and offering relief
after weeks of correction.

On Friday, Sensex jumped 1,961.32
points or 2.54 per cent to settle at 79,117.11
while Nifty soared 557.35 points or 2.39 per
cent to 23,907.25.

"On the domestic front, the outcomes of
the Maharashtra and Jharkhand elections
wil l  be crucial  triggers.  Especial ly
Maharashtra where NDA witnessed a one-
sided victory which is likely to boost bull-
ish sentiment further. However, global fac-
tors continue to pose significant risks.
Escalating tensions between Russia and
Ukraine, alongside rising crude oil prices,
have added to inflationary concerns,"
Santosh Meena, Head of Research, Swastika
Investmart Ltd, said.

A strengthening US dollar index and ele-
vated US bond yields are weighing on the
rupee, leading to record foreign institution-

al investor (FII) outflows.
"The direction of FII flows will remain a

key determinant for the markets following
the recent correction," Meena added.

The BJP on Saturday pulled off a stun-
ning performance in Maharashtra winning
a record number of seats to propel the party-
led ruling Mahayuti alliance to a landslide
victory while the INDIA bloc stormed back
to power in Jharkhand on the back of a
spectacular showing by the JMM.

Global oil benchmark Brent crude and
the rupee-dollar trend would also influence
trading in the stock market.

Global triggers, including US economic
data such as GDP growth rate, and FOMC
(Federal Open Market Committee) meet-
ing minutes, will play critical roles in
shaping investor sentiment, Meena added.

Mobile industry seeks enhanced
air cargo handling capacity
PNS n NEW DELHI

Mobile phone players want
Indian airports to ramp up
their existing cargo handling
capacity to support a project-
ed eight-fold increase in device
exports to USD 180 billion by
2030, industry body ICEA said.

India Cellular and
Electronics Association (ICEA)
Chairman Pankaj Mohindroo
told PTI that the turnaround
time at customs is a major hur-
dle for the electronics industry
which delays shipments' pro-
cessing further.

"In China, while the factory
to export take-off from the
cargo terminal is achieved on
Day 1, in India, the export take
off happens only by Day 2. This
is a glaring chasm especially
when seen in the context of the
volume of exports which in the
case of China is more than 30
times electronics output (USD
959 billion) compared to India
(USD 29 billion) in 2023,"
Mohindroo said.

Electronics is already India's
largest export in air cargo
while it's ranked third overall
behind engineering and petrol.

"To keep pace with the
expected growth in exports,
concerted efforts are needed at
the Central and State level. The
infrastructure at current air-
ports has already reached sat-
uration levels as they are oper-
ating at 80-100 per cent of their
capacity which calls for expan-
sion of existing airports and
developing new ones,"
Mohindroo said.

According to ICEA, total
electronics exports stood at
USD 29.1 billion for the peri-
od from financial year 2023-24,
out of which mobiles stood at
USD 15 billion.

"To achieve the USD 500 bil-
lion of electronics production

by 2030 requires airport capac-
ities to increase parallelly to
handle USD 180 bn of exports,
the vast majority on an annu-
al basis which would be 6
times higher than the current
exports. By 2030, electronics
will not only be India's top 2
exports (at the rate of USD 180-
200 billion per year), but also
significantly larger in terms of
air cargo as compared to any
other export from India,"
Mohindroo said.

At present 55 per cent of
total mobile phone exports
from India are handled by
Delhi, 30 per cent by Madras
Airport and 10 per cent at
Bangalore airport.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Foreign investors have pulled
out Rs 26,533 crore from the
Indian equity market this
month so far owing to increas-
ing allocations to China, con-
cerns over muted corporate
earnings and elevated valua-
tion of domestic stocks.

While the sell-off continues,
the quantum of net outflows
has significantly reduced com-
pared to October, when
Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPI) withdrew Rs 94,017
crore (USD 11.2 billion) on a
net basis.

With the latest pull-out,
FPI outflows on a net basis are
Rs 19,940 crore in 2024 so far.

Going ahead, the flows from
foreign investors into the
Indian equity markets would
depend on the policies imple-
mented under Donald
Trump's presidency, the pre-
vailing inflation and interest
rate dynamics, the trajectory of
the geopolitical landscape, and
the third-quarter earnings per-

formance of Indian compa-
nies, Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director - Manager
Research, Morningstar
Investment Research India,
said.

According to the data, FPIs
recorded a net outflow of Rs
26,533 crore so far this month
(till November 22). This came
following a net withdrawal of
Rs 94,017 crore in October,
which was the worst monthly
outflow. However, in
September, foreign investors
made a nine-month high
investment of Rs 57,724 crore.

Concerns over the elevated
valuations of Indian equities
persist, prompting FPIs to
redirect their attention toward
markets offering more attrac-
tive valuations, Srivastava said.

Additionally, China con-
tinues to draw significant for-
eign inflows at India's expense,
bolstered by its compelling val-
uation levels and the recent
announcement of stimulus
measures aimed at revitalizing
its slowing economy, he said.

Partners with 1,000 firms

FPI selling spree continues
at Rs 26,533 cr, intensity of

outflow reduces

T
he Singrauli Women Small Holders' Poultry Project -- the
CSR initiative of Coal India subsidiary Northern Coalfields
Ltd (NCL) -- has benefitted 750 tribal families residing

around the operational area of the miniratna firm. The project,
which started in 2015, has grown over the years, and with it,
more women living in the country's energy hub of Sangrauli
have benefitted. Inti Devi, a beneficiary of the project
remembered how it changed her life. In a conversation with
PTI, she said after the death of her husband, she would travel
22 km barefoot everyday leaving her five young children in
her shanty only to earn a paltry Rs 40 per day. But her fate
changed after she became a part of the Singrauli Women
Small Holders' Poultry Project.  "After becoming a part of this
project, my troubles ended. I earn quite well now and have
even married off my elder daughter," Devi, now the President
of Singrauli Women Small Holders' Poultry Project, said.
Small holder community poultry model helps poor women in
rural India to start and run poultry enterprises. Based on this
model, the Singrauli Women Small Holders Poultry Project
was initiated in which 750 units of poultry farms have been
established as one entity -- Singrauli Women Poultry
Producers Company Ltd.

Reliance's refining
margins recover
but retail remains
uncertain
PNS n NEW DELHI

One of the two drivers of
Reliance Industries Ltd's
recent underperformance -
weak refining margin - has
reversed but the other, poor-
retail top-line growth, is dif-
ficult to anticipate, brokerage
JP Morgan said in a report.

Reliance stock is down 22
per cent from its peak on July
8 (NIFTY down 3.3 per cent),
sharply reversing outperfor-
mance from earlier in the
year.

In a market where most
stocks are trading well above
historical valuations,
Reliance's fair relative valua-
tions are an attraction.

The company helmed by
billionaire Mukesh Ambani
has three main business ver-
ticals - oil refining and petro-
chemical business housed in
oil-to-chemical (O2C) unit,
telecom arm Jio and retail. It
also has a media unit and a
new energy business.

Reliance Retail plus
Telecom now account for
about 50 per cent of total
2023-24 (FY24) consolidated
EBITDA. These, JP Morgan
estimates, will account for
almost all of net EBITDA
growth over the next three
years. With an EBITDA run-
rate of USD 20 billion a year,
Reliance is expected to deliv-
er positive free cash flow for
the next three years (despite
elevated capex plans at new
energy complex and in the
retail business, and towards
petchem capacity expan-
sions).

GLOBAL CUES, FIIS KEY FACTORS

PNS n NEW DELHI

India's 26 major listed real estate
firms have sold properties worth
nearly Rs 35,000 crore during
the September quarter with
Godrej Properties reporting
highest sales bookings.

According to the data com-
piled from regulatory filings, the
26 major listed realty firms have
reported a combined sales book-
ings of Rs 34,985 crore in the
second quarter of the current fis-
cal year. Bulk of pre-sales (sales
bookings) came from residential
segment.

In terms of sales bookings,
Godrej Properties emerged as
the largest listed player during

July-September quarter with
pre-sales of Rs 5,198 crore.

Mumbai-based Macrotech
Developers Ltd, which sells
properties under the Lodha
brand, reported sales bookings
of Rs 4,290 crore during the
quarter under review.

Delhi-NCR-based Max
Estates sold properties worth Rs
4,100 crore, while Bengaluru-
based Prestige Estates Projects
Ltd clocked sales bookings of Rs
4,022.6 crore during the quarter.

Delhi-NCR based Signature
Global achieved sales bookings
of Rs 2,780 crore in the
September quarter, driven by
strong demand for its housing
projects at Gurugram.

26 major listed realty firms sell
Rs 35,000 cr worth properties 

IPO PIPELINE TO 
REMAIN STRONG

10 companies
aim to raise
Rs 20,000 cr 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The primary market is expect-
ed to remain vibrant, with at
least 10 companies, including
supermart major Vishal Mega
Mart and Blackstone-owned
diamond grading firm
International Gemmological
Institute (India) Ltd expected to
raise a combined Rs 20,000
crore in the next month, mer-
chant bankers said.

Education-focused NBFC
Avanse Financial Services, TPG
Capital-backed Sai Life
Sciences, hospital chain oper-
ator Paras Healthcare, and
investment bank DAM Capital
Advisors are also among the
companies planning to launch
their IPOs in December, they
added. The companies aim to
raise a total of Rs 20,000 crore
through their public offerings.
These IPOs will span various
sectors, and deal sizes, and
include both fresh issues and
offers for sale. Trivesh D, COO
of Tradejini, an online broker-
age house, told PTI that the
Maharashtra election verdict
and the UP Lok Sabha by-elec-
tion results have created a pos-
itive market sentiment that
could boost IPO activity and
fundraising efforts.
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I
n the lush, tropical landscapes of Kerala, India,
a voice in cinema has emerged, weaving intricate
tales that capture the complexities of human emo-
tions. Christo Tomy, a talented filmmaker from
this picturesque region, has been making waves
in the Indian film industry with his thought-pro-

voking stories. Now, with his selection for the presti-
gious BAFTA Breakthrough program, his unique voice
is poised to resonate with audiences worldwide.

Being part of the breakthrough program is a dream
come true for Tomy. “It means a lot to me. I’ve been fol-
lowing this program for quite a few years and it’s final-
ly this year that I was able to apply for it, with my pro-
ject because my projects were recently released.”
Christo’s journey to this milestone has not been easy.
Despite passing out from film school in 2016, it took
him eight years to make films and get them released.
"So, it has been a long journey,” he reflects. “And after
all the hard work, the BAFTA Breakthrough program
has happened at the right time.”

He believes that this recognition will not only be a
great emotional boost but also open doors to new
opportunities. “I’m excited about all the opportunities
that this will bring in,” he says. As part of the program,
he envisions himself taking his stories to a global audi-
ence. “I want my stories to be seen by people from
around the world and the dream is for my films and
stories to be celebrated all over the world,” he express-
es. The Kanyaka filmmaker hopes that the program will
help him build relationships with industry experts,
directors, producers and actors from across the world,
leading to future collaborations on exciting internation-
al productions.

Christo’s previous projects have already garnered
national acclaim, including a National Award. When
asked about how these experiences shaped his approach
to directing a feature narrative, he recounts the
moment he received the news of his National Award win.
“I was editing my music video when I got a call from
my mother, saying that I won the National Award”, he
reminisces. Initially, Tomy thought it was a mistake, con-
fusing it with the National Student Film Award.
However, upon verifying the news, he was overwhelmed
with emotion. “It was a huge moment for me because

I was very young and I was winning at that time for a
project where it’s normally you don’t win national awards
for a student short film project,” he explains.

Receiving a national award is a milestone for any film-
maker and for the Kamuki fame, it has been a surreal
experience twice over. He fondly recalls his first trip to
Delhi to receive the national award, describing it as a
“great experience” that he will always cherish.

His second national award win for Kamuki was a tes-
tament to his conviction in telling stories that resonate
with him, even if they may seem common to others.
Despite initial doubts from others, Christo felt a deep
connection to the story and decided to pursue it. The
national award win was a huge moral booster, especial-
ly during a challenging time in his personal life.

These award wins have had a profound impact on
Christo’s approach to storytelling. “What these awards
did is that it cemented my trust in the stories that I was
telling,” he reflects. Despite his stories being rooted in
non-commercial themes, they have managed to connect
with a wide audience. His film Kamoji, for instance, has
garnered over 2 million views on YouTube.

In his films, Christo often explores the themes of secre-
cy and revelation. His movie Ullozhukku, for instance,
delves into the complexities of family relationships and
the secrets that bind them. “Kerala society puts family
at the center of it,” Christo explains. “Family and rela-
tionships hold very important value in all our lives. At
the same time, it is also a society that is conservative.”

This conservatism, he notes, can lead to secrets with-
in even the closest-knit families. “A guy going out to see
his girlfriend might not be able to tell his parents that
okay, I’m going to see my girlfriend because they won’t
approve of the idea,” he illustrates. “More so for a girl,
a girl going out won’t be able to tell her parents that I
am going to meet my boyfriend.”

His film Ullozhukku features a powerful performance
by Urvashi as Leelamma, a character whose resilience
and despair are deeply intertwined. When Christo fin-
ished writing the script, he knew that he needed an extra-
ordinary actor to bring Leelamma to life. “I was blessed
to have Urushi play the character,” he says.

Urvashi’s rich personal experiences and emotional
depth brought a level of authenticity to her performance.
"That is why her performance is very true and very hon-
est,” Christo notes. As a director, he often found him-
self in awe of Urvashi’s talent, saying, “Sometimes when

she performs, I would just stand there, marvel at the
magic that she creates on the screen.”

Christo and Urvashi’s working method was highly col-
laborative. Before each scene, Urvashi would read the
script, call Christo and they would discuss the charac-
ter’s motivations and rework the lines to make them
more convincing. Once Urvashi was inspired by the
character's motivations, she would take over and
Christo would simply observe the magic unfold. “My
job as a director with Urvashi was to get her inspired,
to do that scene, to get her inspired in the motivations
of the character to do and say those things in the scene,”
Christo says. “Once she’s inspired or seen that space, she
just takes it from there and you can just sit and watch
the magic happen before you.”

Malayalam cinema is experiencing an international
resurgence, with audiences keen on its unique story-
telling. Christo is enthusiastic about the global appeal
of Malayalam films, saying, “I’m excited about
Malayalam cinema. I’m excited that the films have done
extremely well in the theatres in Kerala. And not just
in Kerala, outside Kerala as well.” He notes that even
unconventional narratives have been huge successes in
Kerala, which is encouraging for filmmakers and sto-
rytellers.

His experience as a jury for the National Film Awards
has given him a unique perspective on the importance
of language and title in filmmaking. For Christo, the title
of a film plays a crucial role in capturing the essence
of the story. “I feel like the title plays an important role
because for me, when the title doesn’t land, it always
feels that something is not right,” he explains.

Christo’s own experience with finding the right title
for his film was a laborious one. He recalls having many
options and changing the title over time. “I had a book
where I’ve written options for the titles and the list would
go on and on,” he says. “And I would ask friends and
family about which titles would which title is better.”
Finally, landed the title.

As the spotlight shines brighter on Christo Tomy, his
dedication to his craft, his passion for storytelling and
his willingness to take creative risks will undoubtedly
inspire a new generation of filmmakers and audiences
alike. With his cinematic journey gaining momentum,
one thing is clear: Christo Tomy’s voice will be heard,
his stories will be told, and his vision will leave an indeli-
ble mark on the world of cinema.
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D
eepti Malik is making waves in an
industry long dominated by men,
proving to be a formidable force in
luxury real estate. With resilience
and determination, she is breaking
stereotypes and carving a path for

women in this competitive space. Her journey, filled
with challenges, has made her a trailblazer in an
arena where obstacles often arise not just from
clients but from within the industry itself.

“The biggest hurdle isn’t always with homebuy-
ers,” she shares. “It’s often within the industry itself.
In the past, men typically took charge of home
searches, involving women only later in the process.
But platforms like Instagram and shows like
Million Dollar Listing have created a noticeable shift.
Women are taking charge, driving the process,
whether it’s for investment purposes or finding the
perfect home for themselves.”

This shift has empowered women to step into
decision-making roles, both as buyers and as pro-
fessionals in the real estate sector. “It’s empower-
ing to see this transformation,” she reflects.
“Women are no longer sidelined. Instead, they’re
driving the process, from the initial screening to
defining what their dream home should look like.”

However, her path hasn’t always been smooth.
Misconceptions persist, especially among male
counterparts and clients who are hesitant to trust
women with multimillion-dollar investments.
“There’s still skepticism,” she admits. “Some ques-
tion a woman’s ability to handle complex portfo-
lios or manage large financial transactions. But
through experience, successful closures and an
unwavering belief in my abilities, I’ve built my con-
fidence and established myself as a credible name
in this field.”

As the industry evolves, she credits social media
and popular culture with changing perceptions and
opening doors for women to see real estate as a
viable career path. Her background, a fusion of hos-
pitality and entrepreneurship honed in Switzerland
and Dubai—global epicenters of luxury service—
has given her the edge in real estate, particularly

in catering to high-net-worth clients on Million
Dollar Listing India.

“Studying hospitality in Switzerland, the top des-
tination for hospitality education, taught me the
essence of impeccable service,”she explains. “Later,
working in Dubai, the gold standard for luxury ser-
vices, refined my ability to cater to ultra-high-net-
worth individuals (UHNWIs). These clients aren’t
just looking for a house—they seek a seamless, orga-
nized and professional experience. They want more
than a broker; they need a consultant who under-
stands their unique requirements and delivers per-
sonalised solutions.”

This ethos of customisation has been key to her
success. “I don’t just facilitate transactions,” she says.
“I engage with clients from the beginning, helping
them refine their vision and tailoring the process
to suit their needs. It’s about creating a stress-free,
professional experience that respects their time and
investments.” Malik’s hospitality background has
equipped her with crucial skills like time manage-
ment and patience—qualities she deems essential
in luxury real estate. “Real estate at this level is a
long-term process,” she notes. “Deals require time
to close. Patience is key—knowing when to step
back and let the process unfold while ensuring
everything runs smoothly.”

Her entrepreneurial spirit complements her
approach, allowing her to balance work with her
personal passions. “Entrepreneurship enables me
to design a dynamic life,” she says. “I’m a fitness
enthusiast, so I integrate workouts, dining out and

spending time in inspiring environments into my
daily routine. I don’t believe in waiting for retire-
ment to enjoy life—I want to work, play and live
my passions now.” Her journey into luxury real
estate wasn’t without challenges. While her father’s
experience with large-scale land deals provided
some guidance, she admits the residential luxury
market was daunting. “I learned the hard way,” she
recalls. “I made it a point to meet clients person-
ally and immerse myself in the process. Over
time, I realised that success lies in creating a
systematic, client-driven approach.”

This approach begins with a rigorous
screening process. “The first step is to
thoroughly understand the client’s
needs,” she explains. “From gauging their
seriousness as buyers to identifying
their budget, preferred location and
property type, the screening helps us
focus on what truly matters. It’s about narrow-
ing down the search to focus on what’s right.”

For  Malik, being a public figure on Million Dollar
Listing India is about purpose, not pressure. With
every deal and interaction under scrutiny, she takes
it all in stride, seeing her visibility as an opportu-
nity rather than a challenge. “I’m grateful and I love
it,” she says with characteristic positivity. “There’s
no pressure because I’ve always believed in the motto:
don’t chase, attract. Everything amazing that’s hap-
pening in my life, I’ve attracted it. I wanted to be a
known face—but for the right reasons. There are
many ways to become famous, but I wanted to be

recognised for my knowledge, expertise and the pos-
itive impact I bring to people’s lives,” she shares. “As
a real estate consultant, you play a crucial role in
someone’s life. Whether it’s helping them find a home
or make a significant investment, the responsibili-
ty is immense, and I take that very seriously.”

Rather than being daunted by the spotlight, she
embraces it. “I enjoy sharing glimpses of my life
beyond real estate,” she says. “It’s rewarding to set an
example—whether for the industry or for people in
general. And mistakes? They’re part of the journey.
You learn, you grow, and you move forward.”

For her,  visibility isn’t a burden—it’s a privilege.
“The more you’re seen, the more impact you can
make. I don’t see it as pressure. I see it as an oppor-
tunity to inspire, connect and contribute meaning-
fully to the industry I love.”

For her, the thrill of being on Million Dollar
Listing India goes beyond the glamour of the show.
“The most rewarding moment? Closing a transac-
tion that happens both on the show and in real life,”
she shares. “It’s like hitting the bullseye—a bingo
moment in this numbers game.”

But the journey isn’t just about deals. “Another
highlight was meeting incredible people on the
team,” she says. “From on-screen to behind the
scenes, the camaraderie we built was unforgettable.
The crew, working tirelessly day and night, truly
deserved a reality show of their own! The conver-
sations, relationships and experiences became
some of the most special parts of this journey.”

For women seeking to enter the luxury real estate
market, she offers clear advice: find a mentor. “A
great mentor helps you avoid mistakes they’ve made,
saving you time and effort,” she advises. “Life is too
short to make all the mistakes yourself—learn from
others. With resources like social media and the
internet at your fingertips, there’s no excuse not to
learn every single day.”

Her aspirations remain high, inspiring others to
find their own “bullseye” moments. When asked
about the most memorable transaction from
Million Dollar Listing India, she skillfully keeps the
suspense alive. “I’d love to spill the beans,” she teas-
es. “But it would lose its charm! All I can say is it’s
a blockbuster—a deal worth waiting for. Stay tuned
to Sony Liv every Friday at 8 p.m. to catch it!”

I
magine a classroom where lessons feel like an
adventure, quizzes turn into challenges and
students are so engrossed in learning that they

forget it is even “routine”. That is the power of
gaming in education: blending interactive elements
of games with educational content can bring
students deep engagement, greater retention and
more enjoyment than ever before in learning. From
problem-solving puzzles to deeply immersed virtual
worlds, gaming takes traditional education and
converts the dullness of school into a source of
excitement, thus opening the doors of real access
to learning for the modern generation. An effective
learning game is knowledge-based and provides the
pupil or learner with room for freedom while
learning and discovering things and problems
independently. Therefore, game-based learning
further helps increase motivation among students
more than traditional methods. Reports indicated
that students who participated in the mathematics
game were characterised by a better attitude toward
mathematics compared to those in the control
groups.
Educational games have been linked to significant
cognitive enhancement, especially problem-solving,
critical thinking, as well as spatial awareness.

Improvements in attentional skills among gamers
were further found to be produced from
experiments conducted by Dr. Dye, Dr. Green, and
Dr. Bavelier of University of Rochester as essential
for performing a given task if the process requires
swift thinking as well as multitasking. 

The benefits of gaming, among children which
more conventional methods failed to achieve:

PERSONALISED LEARNING

EXPERIENCES

Gaming provides personalised learning
opportunities tailored to individual student needs.
According to a literature review by Pearson, digital
games can adapt to the learner's pace and style,

offering customised challenges that foster a deeper
understanding of content. This adaptability is
crucial, especially in diverse classrooms where
students may have varying levels of ability and
learning preferences.

DEVELOPMENT OF 21ST

CENTURY SKILLS

Multiplayer and cooperative games tend to foster
social interaction among the students and thereby
promote empathy and teamwork within them. The
students learn to communicate effectively and solve
conflicts building blocks to either academic or
personal success. Apart from that, research has
shown that children's games are also positive for
children's social development and above all, for
cooperative skills and empathy.

ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK

Educational Games provide instant feedback to
learners, allowing them to understand their
mistakes and learn from them in real time. This can
lead to better attention and understanding of
complex subjects. Research shows that students
who engage with educational games tend to recall
information more effectively, as they are learning

through experiences.

SOCIAL INTERACTION

AND EMOTIONAL

LEARNING

Teamwork is one way through which
students will attain better
communication skills by solving
conflicts that facilitate both academic
success and life success. Apart from
such purposes, studies conclude
that games for the younger
generation enhance aspects like
cooperation and even empathy.

ENCOURAGING

EXPLORATION AND

CREATIVITY

Games foster an environment that
encourages exploration and
creativity. Many educational games
are designed to be open-ended,
allowing students to experiment and

discover solutions independently. 

Introducing games in learning would tend to open
the door for improving learning, engagement and the
refinement of skills. Educational approaches will and
have to, change throughout time and accepting the
diverse beneficial aspects that games can provide
them might become the entrance to more effective
and enjoyable learning sessions. Through the
utilisation of the internal motivation provided by
games, instructors will be able to create an
environment where learners succeed academically as
well as in other additional dimensions of their lives.

(The author, Rachana Heda, is the COO at
Glentree Academy.)

As a trailblazing agent and star of Million Dollar Listing
India, Deepti Malik is not only closing high-stakes deals but
also empowering women to take charge in the boardroom
and beyond. In an exclusive chat with The Pioneer, she
opens up about her remarkable journey, her vision for a more
inclusive and dynamic real estate industry and more

BREAKING STEREOTYPES 
IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE
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Christo Tomy has emerged as
a trailblazing force in
Malayalam cinema, pushing
the boundaries of narrative
and artistic expression. In an
exclusive conversation with
The Pioneer, he takes us into
his creative world, sharing
the passions, inspirations and
experiences that have shaped
his remarkable journey as a
filmmaker.

GAME ON! EDUGAMES  
MAKING LEARNING 
FUN AND EFFECTIVE
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what’s brewing?

Renowned filmmaker
S.S. Rajamouli

inaugurated the Star Liver
Institute at Nanakramguda
Star Hospital, Hyderabad.

Dedicated to advanced
liver care and

transplantation, the state-
of-the-art facility

promises to set new
benchmarks in healthcare
under the guidance of Dr.
Ravindranath, Dr. Mettu
Srinivas Reddy and their

team.

JAIN International
Residential School (JIRS),
Bengaluru, in collaboration

with The Sports School,
launched Future 25, at

Chiraan Fort Club,
Secunderabad. the event
celebrated the synergy of
academics and sports,
guided by legends like

Pullela Gopichand, Rohan
Bopanna and Robin

Uthappa. A milestone in
holistic education!
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The Class of 1999 from St.
Ann's High School celebrated

their 25-year silver jubilee with
over 100 attendees. The

heartfelt event honored the
bonds of friendship, shared

achievements and the profound
impact of the Sisters and
teachers who shaped their

journey.
l Bhuvi and Srithya

l Preeti Challal Vasavi

l Shilpa

l
M
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Meridian School, Madhapur, hosted its annual day Utkarsh with vibrant cultural performances and

inspiring messages. Chief guest Dr. Preeti Sharma highlighted the value of discipline for success,

while school leaders and students came together to create a memorable event.

Education fair, hosted an Meridian School, Banjara Hills,
connecting students with representatives from 50+ prestigious
universities worldwide. The event offered insights into diverse

courses and future opportunities, empowering students to
shape their academic journeys with confidence.

The Creek Planet School hosted its
grand annual day celebration at

Gachibowli Stadium with the theme
Synergetic Extravaganza. Highlights

included cultural performances,
thematic displays, and the unveiling

of the energetic dolphin mascot,
celebrating teamwork and creativity
under the guidance of Chief Guest
Wing Cor. B. Srikanth (Retd.) and

esteemed school leaders.

ARCHIE

GARFIELD
REALITY CHECK CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

Yesterday’s solution

SUDOKU

Rules

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

FUN
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B
ehind every iconic superhero
on screen lies an unsung
hero, one who lends a voice
that brings the character to
life in a completely new lan-
guage. For Telugu audiences,

Krishna Kaushik, an accomplished actor
and dubbing artist, did just that by step-
ping into the shoes or rather, the voice
of Gambit, the suave and enigmatic
mutant in the Marvel universe. 

In a candid conversation with The
Pioneer, he shares his journey of prepar-
ing for the role, his creative twists and the
challenges of breathing life into a glob-
al character for a regional audience.

“When I first got the call to audition
for Gambit, I didn’t even get to see what
he looked like,” he begins, his tone
infused with excitement. “I had to visu-
alise everything, how he moves, how he
talks, his attitude. That was my starting

point.” A seasoned dubbing artist and
actor, he relied on his experience and
imagination to craft Gambit’s Telugu
avatar. “I approached it like I would any
character I play on screen—by asking
myself how this person would behave if
they spoke Telugu. From his subtle
humor to his confident charm, I want-
ed the audience to feel like Gambit
belonged to them, even though he’s from
a different universe.”

His creative process didn’t stop at sim-
ply translating Gambit’s lines.“The vocab-
ulary and grammar of English and
Telugu are so different that you have to
improvise to make the emotions land,” he
explains. One of his most unique addi-
tions? A playful twist on pronunciation.
“We decided to replace the ‘Pa’ sounds in
Telugu with ‘Fa.’ So, ‘Papa’ became ‘Fafa.’
It gave the character a humorous edge that
resonated with the audience.”

This simple tweak not only made
Gambit more relatable but also added a
fresh layer of wit to the character. “It’s

these little things that make a difference.
They bring the character closer to the
audience’s hearts,” he adds with a smile.

Gambit, known for his quiet confi-
dence and magnetic charm, posed a
unique challenge for him. “He’s not loud
or overly expressive. His power lies in his
subtlety—his sharp wit, his mysterious
aura. It reminded me of Shah Rukh
Khan’s style of emoting with his eyes and
minimal expressions,” he shares.

Since Marvel’s dubbing process only
allowed him to see limited visuals—most-
ly just lip movements, he had to imag-
ine Gambit’s body language and emotion-
al depth. “It’s tough when you don’t see
the full picture, but as an actor, I’ve
learned to adapt. I visualised Gambit’s
every move, his cards, his smirks and
tried to reflect that in my tone.”

In the Deadpool universe, humour and
intensity often coexist and he found him-
self navigating this fine line while dub-
bing Gambit’s dialogues. “I had to adjust
my pitch and tone to match the other
characters like Deadpool and Wolverine.
While Deadpool is loud and irreverent,
Gambit is more composed and calculat-
ed,” he notes. One of his favorite scenes?
The introduction. “When Gambit says his
real name, it’s a tongue-twister. Deadpool
reacts with his classic sarcasm, asking
him to repeat it. Translating that moment
into Telugu was a riot because we added
layers of humor that clicked with our
audience.” Another memorable moment
involved a punchline about Gambit’s par-
ents. “In English, it’s bold and edgy, but
in Telugu, we made it funny and collo-
quial. It’s these moments that connect
with the audience.”

When asked if being a Marvel fan

influenced his performance, he beams.
“Of course, I’m a Marvel fan! But I made
sure my admiration for the universe did-
n’t overshadow the task at hand. I
approached Gambit as a character, not
just a superhero.” And if given the
chance to voice another Marvel hero?
“Wolverine,” he says without hesitation.
“I love his raw intensity and Hugh
Jackman’s iconic portrayal.”

For him, dubbing Gambit was more
than just a professional milestone—it was
a testament to how cinema is evolving.
“Post-COVID, there’s no North or South
in Indian cinema. It’s all Indian cinema.
With OTT platforms, Telugu audiences
are watching Malayalam, Bengali and
Tamil films, just as others are discover-
ing Telugu content. Bringing Marvel
movies into regional languages is part of
that larger movement,” he says proudly.

His advice for aspiring voice artists?
“Stick to the character. Let the brief guide
you and don’t let other voices or perfor-
mances overshadow yours. Even if your
character is quiet, like Gambit, find ways
to make them memorable. Sometimes,
the pauses and subtle nuances speak
louder than words.”

His work as Gambit hasn’t gone unno-
ticed. Fans have flooded him with mes-
sages, praising how he made the charac-
ter uniquely Telugu while staying true to
Gambit’s essence. “Some even joked
that they saw him in Gambit, not the
original actor,” he laughs.

As for the future? He hopes to contin-
ue exploring uncharted territories in
voice acting, perhaps even making his
way to Hollywood one day. “For now, I’m
just grateful to be part of something as
iconic as Marvel. It’s a dream come true.”

FROM THE MARVEL UNIVERSE TO THE HEARTS OF
TELUGU AUDIENCES, KRISHNA KAUSHIK'S VOICE
ACTING HAS BROUGHT GAMBIT TO LIFE IN A WHOLE
NEW WAY. IN A CANDID CONVERSATION WITH THE
PIONEER, KAUSHIK OPENS UP ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCE
OF DUBBING FOR THE ICONIC CHARACTER, THE
CHALLENGES HE FACED AND THE THRILL OF MAKING
GAMBIT A PART OF TELUGU POP CULTURE.

A
kkineni Naga Chaitanya is in a
great phase of his life. The
actor is set to marry actress

Sobhita Dhulipala on December 4, and
his upcoming film Thandel is sched-
uled for release on February 7, 2025.
Adding to the excitement, Naga
Chaitanya has signed another film, this
time with Karthik Dandu, the
acclaimed director of Virupaksha.

On the occasion of his birthday on
Saturday, the makers officially
announced the project, launched a
poster that hints at a mythological
touch to the story. BVSN Prasad, in
collaboration with Sukumar Writings,
is producing the film. Interestingly,
BVSN Prasad also produced
Virupaksha, a fantasy-supernatural
hit, and is now reuniting with the same
director for this venture.

Tentatively titled NC24, the film fea-
tures Naga Chaitanya as the protago-
nist. The poster showcases a dramat-
ic scene of the hero standing on a rock
with climbing gear strapped to his
back, exuding intrigue and adventure.
The production house, SVCC,
announced that shooting will begin in
December. Co-produced by Sukumar,
the movie promises top-notch produc-
tion values and a grand scale, with
heavy CGI work to deliver visually
stunning sequences.

The music for the film will be com-
posed by Ajaneesh Loknath, renowned
for his exceptional work in Kantara
and Virupaksha.

Vijay and Rashmika’s
picture sparks buzz again

A
llu Arjun’s highly anticipated film Pushpa 2,
directed by Sukumar, is slated to release on
December 5. While the filmmakers are con-

fident about meeting this date, reports suggest some
hurdles remain. A song is yet to be shot and the dub-
bing work is incomplete, fueling rumors of a possi-
ble delay. However, insiders claim the makers are
determined to release the film on the announced date,
even if it means rushing the post-production
process. Amid the final touches, Allu Arjun is report-
edly focused on the film’s box-office performance.
According to sources, the actor has urged the pro-
ducers to push for a significant hike in ticket prices,
up to Rs 600, across the Telugu states. However, such
hikes require government approval, and the decision
is yet to be finalized.

Meanwhile, whispers from Allu Arjun’s PR team
suggest the actor has taken a staggering Rs 300 crore

remuneration for Pushpa 2. Industry insiders are
skeptical, given that the film’s production budget is
estimated to be between Rs 600 and Rs 700 crore.

The first installment, Pushpa: The Rise, didn’t per-
form exceptionally well in the Telugu states but gained
massive traction in the Hindi belt. This time, the actor
has strategically focused promotions on the Hindi,
Bengali, and Tamil markets, with the Hyderabad pre-
release event planned closer to the release date.

Allu Arjun’s dedication to the Pushpa franchise
is undeniable, having earned him a National Award
for Best Actor for the first film. “He worked equal-
ly hard on this sequel but is also keen to achieve
record-breaking figures at the box office, proving his
dominance over Prabhas in the market,” said a
source. Allu Arjun seems to have set his sights on
elevating his box-office stature and proving he’s big-
ger than Prabhas.

Sunny Leone packs 
her punch in Shero

B
ollywood star Sunny Leone steps into a
new realm with Shero, her first multilin-
gual psychological thriller, directed by

Sreejith Vijayan and shot in the picturesque
locale of Munnar, Kerala. Speaking about the
intense preparation for her role, Sunny revealed,

“Learning the dialogues was a significant task.
I worked hard to memorise them on my own,
and with the help of a dialogue coach, I mas-
tered both the pronunciation and delivery.”

When it came to action sequences, Sunny
embraced the challenge wholeheartedly, per-

forming all the stunts herself. She
recalled, “One particular scene
involving a heavy, solid chair was
especially demanding and I even
experienced a mishap with a har-
ness. But such moments are part
of the process and you move on.”
She added.

Adapting to a South Indian film
was a new experience for the
actress, but with dedicated lan-
guage coaches and supportive
collaborators, she confidently nav-
igated her role. “Having good
guidance makes all the difference,”
she noted.

Sunny also emphasised her focus
on authenticity in portraying her
character, avoiding mimicry of
existing performances. “I aimed to
bring realism to my character, con-
centrating on her story and emo-
tions, rather than drawing directly
from other works,” she shared.

Shero promises to be an
intriguing addition to Sunny
Leone’s repertoire, with fans
eagerly awaiting this unique cin-
ematic endeavor.

SAI DURGHA TEJ’S
SATYA WINS HEARTS
Sai Dharam Tej, who recently changed his name to Sai Durgha Tej, is on a

roll. His short film Satya continues to make waves, earning widespread
praise. The heartwarming film has now been nominated in the People’s
Choice category at the Filmfare Short Film Awards 2024.
Expressing his gratitude, Sai Durgha Tej took to social media to invite
audiences to watch and vote for Satya, a project he holds close to his heart.
Produced by his close friend Naveen Vijay Krishna, son of veteran actor VK
Naresh, the film was made under Vijaya Durga Productions in collaboration
with Dil Raju Productions.
The short film stars popular actress Swathi Reddy in the lead role, with
Naveen Vijay Krishna helming the project as director. Dedicated to those
who have selflessly sacrificed for their loved ones and their nation, Satya
strikes an emotional chord with viewers.

Ram Charan’s Game
Changer intensifies

promotions
T

he much-anticipated film Game
Changer, starring Ram Charan and
Kiara Advani, is set to release on

January 10, 2025, during the Sankranthi
festival. Directed by Shankar and pro-
duced by Dil Raju in association with Zee
Studios, the film is ramping up its pro-
motional campaign.

As part of the promotional blitz, a pre-
release event is planned in the USA, and
the third song from the film will drop on
November 28. Previous releases,
Jaragandi and Ra Machaa, became instant
chartbusters, heightening expectations.

The upcoming single, a melodious
track shot in New Zealand featuring Ram
Charan and Kiara Advani, is expected to
captivate audiences. A grand pre-release
event is also scheduled for December 21
in the USA.

In Game Changer, Ram Charan takes
on two powerful roles, with a gripping
story penned by Karthik Subbaraj and
music composed by SS Thaman. The film
boasts a star-studded cast, including SJ
Surya, Srikanth, Naveen Chandra, Anjali,
Samuthirakani and Nasser and will be
released in multiple languages.

TELUGU'S OWN MARVEL MUTANT SAGA! TELUGU'S OWN MARVEL MUTANT SAGA! TELUGU'S OWN MARVEL MUTANT SAGA! TELUGU'S OWN MARVEL MUTANT SAGA! TELUGU'S OWN MARVEL MUTANT SAGA! TELUGU'S OWN MARVEL MUTANT SAGA! TELUGU'S OWN MARVEL MUTANT SAGA! TELUGU'S OWN MARVEL MUTANT SAGA! TELUGU'S OWN MARVEL MUTANT SAGA! 

V
ijay Deverakonda and Rashmika
Mandanna are making headlines once
more. On multiple occasions, Rashmika

has shared pictures that fans have identified as
taken at Vijay’s residence. Even though the two
often attend events separately, netizens have
spotted similarities in their photos, fueling
rumors of a relationship.

Recently, the duo was seen dining together
at a restaurant, sparking fresh speculations.
Reports suggest that the two met in Sri Lanka,
where Vijay is currently shooting for his

upcoming film with director Gautam
Thinnanuri. Rashmika, who is busy promot-
ing her Telugu film Pushpa 2, reportedly vis-
ited Vijay during her trip to Sri Lanka.

Adding fuel to the rumors, Rashmika was
recently seen posing warmly with Vijay’s
mother at an event. Despite ongoing buzz about
their alleged relationship, neither has confirmed
it publicly. Rashmika, fondly dubbed the
“National Crush,” is juggling projects in Telugu,
Tamil and Hindi cinema, while Vijay contin-
ues to focus on his upcoming ventures.

Naga Chaitanya to work
with Virupaksha Director

Allu Arjun determined to outshine Prabhas?
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PTI n MUMBAI

Legendary Kapil Dev said Virat
Kohli doesn’t have anything to

prove and his contribution is
“unparalleled” after the Indian
batting star made his 30th Test
hundred against Australia in the
ongoing first Test at Perth on
Sunday. 
Kohli (100 not out) joined young
gun Yashasvi Jaiswal (161) in
rewriting record books as they put
Australia to swords on the third
day of the Test with their
respective tons powering India to
a huge 533-run lead. 
Kohli also surpassed batting
legend Sachin Tendulkar (6) for
hitting most centuries by an
Indian batter with his seventh ton
Down Under. 
“People who have to criticise will
criticise. If a big player takes a lot
of time to bounce back, (the)
media’s job is (to do) that,” Kapil
told PTI at the Vishwa Samudra
Golden Eagle Golf Championship.
“One has to see his ability and
talent. He’s a big, big player. He
doesn’t have to prove anybody,

prove me or prove (it to the)
media.” 
“What he’s done for cricket is
amazing. We should all say, well
done (to him). (Even) if he doesn’t
get too many runs, it’s (also) okay.
But what he’s given to cricket is
unparalleled,” Kapil added.
Kapil said he was happy to see the
mix of young and senior Indian
batters making their mark. 
“I don’t like to compare. I just
want to see our youngsters
coming out and playing well. The
new records are (always) going to
be made. (But) it’s important (for)
the youngsters to come out and
take the responsibility, represent
the country and perform better,”
he said. 
“Don’t compare any player with
anybody. It’s unfair, (they play in)
different conditions, different
eras. Today’s youth are far more
intelligent. They are much more
ruthless and they have much more
confidence,” he said, referring to
Jaiswal. 
The 1983 World Cup-winning
captain said Indian cricket “is in
the right place” as new players like

Harshit Rana and Nitish Reddy
have also made a good beginning. 
“I just want to say it’s great to see
the youngsters coming out and
expressing themselves. It’s good,
Indian cricket is (in) the right
place,” he said. 
Kapil also praised Jasprit Bumrah
for leading India’s fight from the
front in the Perth Test and said the
visitors have so far performed
beyond expectations.
Bumrah, the stand-in captain for
the Perth Test, led the team’s
charge towards a vital 46-run lead
in the first innings returning 5 for
30, as Australia were bowled out
for a mere 104. 
Bumrah’s 11th five-for in Test
cricket was also his seventh in
SENA (South Africa, England,
New Zealand and Australia),
which put him at par with Kapil
for most five-wicket hauls in these
nations.
“Special congratulations must be
given to Bumrah because it is very
rare that bowlers are chosen as
captains and it feels very good to
see him lead the way he has done,”
Kapil told the media. 

Kapil lauded Bumrah for bringing
fast bowling back into the
discussions in the country.
“I need not say anything — his
records show (how good he is). He
is the top bowler in the world,
what else do we need?” he said.
“I hadn’t thought before that a fast
bowler would be discussed so
much in India but that is
happening today and I feel happy
and proud about that,” he added.
Kapil said India’s performance was
contrary to the exceptions given
the team was recently trounced 0-
3 by New Zealand at home.
“The team is playing really well.
They should win the first Test,
positive thinking should always be
there,” he said.
“It wasn’t expected that the team
would play so well after the New
Zealand series. You feel angry
when they play badly but also
(rediscover the) love when they do
well,” he said.
“It (the praise) is for all, it is a
team game. One player has done
the job today for the team and
tomorrow there would be
someone else.” 

Virat Kohli doesn’t have anything to prove, his contribution is unparalleled: Kapil Dev 

PTI n JEDDAH (SAUDI ARABIA)

R
ishabh Pant became the
most expensive player in
the history of IPL as

Lucknow Super Giants
splurged a humongous Rs 27
crore to buy the flamboyant
India keeper-batter in the
tournament’s mega auction
here on Sunday. 
The amount LSG spent for
Pant ensured Shreyas Iyer’s
record of being the
tournament’s costliest player
lasted barely a few minutes
after Punjab Kings broke the
bank to buy the India batter for
Rs 26.75 crore.
Moments before Pant emerged
as the most expensive player,
Iyer surpassed the record held
by Australian pacer Mitchell
Starc, who was bought by
Kolkata Knight Riders for Rs
24.75 crore in the last auction.
Pant went to LSG after his
former franchise Delhi
Capitals did not use the Right
to Match card to buy him back.
Starc got a much lower price
this time and was sold to Delhi
Capitals for Rs 11.75 crore,

while England’s Jos Buttler
went to Gujarat Titans for Rs
15.75 crore.
Among others, left-arm
seamer Arshdeep Singh’s
consistency earned him a
massive bid of Rs 18 crore, also
from Punjab Kings via the
Right to Match card, while
South African speedster
Kagiso Rabada was bought for
Rs 10.75 crore by Gujarat
Titans. 
Iyer, the former Kolkata Knight
Riders captain, started with a
base price of Rs two crore. 
Delhi Capitals had the bid at Rs
26 crore for him but PBKS
raised the amount to get the
player. Chennai Super Kings
started with the first bid for
Arshdeep, whose base price
was also Rs two crore.
Eventually, after an intense
bidding war, the seamer was
bought back by Punjab, who
exercised the right to match
option to complete the deal,
having released him earlier.
This is the second time an IPL
auction is being held outside
the country after last year’s
event in Dubai. 

Rishabh Pant becomes most
expensive IPL buy at `27 crore

PTI n PERTH

Yashasvi Jaiswal termed his
“fearless mindset” and

ability to take “brave decisions”
as the catalysts behind his
exceptional hundred against
Australia in the ongoing first
Test, here on Sunday.
Jaiswal made a 161 in only his
second innings on Australian
soil and added 201 runs for the
opening wicket with KL Rahul
(77) to lay the foundation of
India’s imposing 533-run
target.
“It was a very special moment
for me. I always wanted to tour
Australia and do well and this
knock is very important for
me,” Jaiswal said in the post-
day press meet.
“I always wanted to play with a
fearless mindset. I always
believe in myself and take
brave decisions. So, it was an
amazing experience to play
against such quality bowlers in
their country, and it’s special to
score a hundred against the
world’s best,” he added.
Jaiswal, who was dismissed for
an eight-ball duck in the first
innings, said the focus was on
negating the new ball spell by
Australian quicks.
“The wicket was seaming a bit
more in the first innings. In the
second innings we were
discussing how to play the new
ball better — which balls to
leave and which to play. So, it
was important for the team
that I play the new ball better.”
Jaiswal said he had set small
targets for himself in the
second essay. 
“I never thought I would get
this big a hundred, as my goals
were small, taking it session by
session. Then I had a good
partnership with (KL) Rahul
bhai. He was guiding me
during the partnership, so that
was helpful.” 
So, what was the conversation
between him and Rahul during
the alliance? 

“We have been playing
together for a while, we all
know each other well and talk
between ourselves in the
dressing room. 
“Whenever I felt nervous in
the middle, Rahul bhai was
telling me to remain focused
and calm. It was helpful
because you are going to get
some good balls in these kinds
of pitches,” he said. 
The left-hander said the team
was prepared to tackle the
bounce at Perth.
“We knew that the ball would
bounce here. We were
prepared for the bounce. We
had a nice camp here ahead of
this Test. We were practicing in
similar conditions with the
same kind of mindset as how
we can score runs in these
conditions. It’s all about
practicing hard and learning
what shots to play here,” he
explained. 
Jaiswal brought up his fourth
Test hundred with a
remarkable ramped six off
pacer Josh Hazlewood. The 22-
year-old said he was mentally
prepared for it. 
“To be honest, I knew he was
going to bowl a bouncer
because the field was set like
that and I was ready for the
bounce, and I was ready to play
that shot. Happy that I pulled it
off and carried on for some
more time,” he said. 
‘Virat paaji is incredible’
Virat Kohli brought up his 30th
Test hundred a while after
Jaiswal reached the landmark,
and the youngster said it was a
privilege to watch and play
alongside the star batter. 
“I have seen Virat paaji making
runs at Perth (in 2018) on TV.
Now, I have seen it live too. He
has been doing it for a long,
long time. So, he is just
incredible. 
“We were so happy for him
that he could finish it. We were
all waiting for his 100. He
played amazingly,” he said. 

I played with fearless
mindset, took brave
decisions: Yashasvi 

AP n LAS VEGAS

Max Verstappen cruised to a
fourth consecutive Formula 1

championship by finishing fifth in the
Las Vegas Grand Prix. 
Verstappen needed only to finish
ahead of Lando Norris of McLaren to
give Red Bull a fourth straight driver
championship. The Dutchman
started fifth but was already up to
second by the 10th lap around the
street circuit that includes the famed
Las Vegas Strip on Saturday night. 
Norris, who had to score at least three
points more than Verstappen to
extend the championship fight,
finished sixth. Verstappen needed
only to finish higher than Norris to
win the title, which he did with two
races remaining on the season. 

“Max Verstappen you are a four-time
world champion,” team principal
Christian Horner said on the radio.
“That is a phenomenal, phenomenal
achievement. You can be incredibly
proud of yourself as we are.”
Verstappen, only the sixth driver in
F1 history to win at least four titles,
sounded unusually emotional on the
radio. 
“Oh My God, what a season. Four
times. Thank you, thank you guys,” he
said. “We gave it all.”
The race was won, meanwhile, by
George Russell who was followed by
Lewis Hamilton in the first 1-2 sweep
for the Mercedes drivers since 2022.
Hamilton came from 10th on the grid
— two weeks after a demoralizing
race in Brazil — to capture his
podium finish.

The duo crossed the finish line under
a checkered flag waved by actor
Sylvester Stallone. 
Carlos Sainz Jr. Finished third for
Ferrari as the constructor
championship remains a tight battle
between leader McLaren and Ferrari.
Charles Leclerc, his teammate, was

fourth. Red Bull had won the title that
pays roughly $150 million in prize
money the last two seasons but has
slipped to third in the standings. 
But that championship battle appears
headed to next month’s season finale
in Abu Dhabi. 
Verstappen, meanwhile, made easy
work of Norris after a season where
the McLaren driver pushed him
harder than he’d been challenged
since Verstappen’s 2021 first title. 
He was cruising in third with about
20 laps remaining and not overly
pushing when Red Bull urged
Verstappen to be patient over the
team radio. 
“Max, just don’t lose sight of our aim
today, yeah?” he was told. 
Verstappen wasn’t interested in
receiving any instructions. 

AP n NORTH SOUND

Justin Greaves scored a
patient maiden century in

only his third test before
West Indies declared at 450-
9 on the second day of the
first test against Bangladesh.
Greaves, who finished 115
not out, had a previous
highest score in tests of 33
and only one century in 43
first-class matches before
compiling a composed
hundred from 181 balls,
batting at No. 6.
He completed the first
century of West Indies’
innings after Mikyle Louis
was out for 97 and Alick
Athanaze for 90 on the first
day.
Bangladesh was 40-2 at
stumps, trailing by 410 runs
when bad light stopped play
with seven overs left in the
day. Shahadat Hossain was
10 not out and Mominul
Haque on 7.
The tourists lost Mahmadul
Hasan Joy (5) and Zakir
Hasan (15) in 20 overs before
the close. 

West Indies resumed
Saturday at 250-5 after being
sent in when Bangladesh
won the toss. They were 261-
7, the match closely
balanced, when Greaves was
joined by Kemar Roach,
batting at nine.
The pair put on 140 for the
eighth wicket to fully turn
the match in West Indies’
favor. Roach made a
painstaking 47 from 144
balls, following the example
of Greaves whose innings of
206 deliveries included 128
dot balls.
“Me and Justin are from the
same country and he
understands my batting
ability so he just backed me
in the situation and
obviously it paid off,” Roach
said. “We’re good mates, we
have very good
conversations at the cricket
and outside cricket so that’s
what helped us in the
middle.”
The 30-year-old Greaves,
playing his first test for 10
months, hit only four fours,
including the boundary that

brought up his century.
Otherwise, he took 52 runs
from singles, 38 from twos
and nine from threes in an
excellent example of running
between wickets.
His batting form had been
hinted at by the fact he
scored four centuries in
domestic one-day matches in
West Indies.
“It was a fantastic effort,”
Roach said. “He’s one who
wants to learn ... I’ve had big
hopes for him from the time
he started.”
Roach also restrained his
attacking instinct, hitting
two boundaries and scoring
at a strike rate of 32.6 as he
played a vital support role to
Greaves. When Roach came
to the crease, Greaves was
only 18 after resuming
Saturday at 11 not out.
The pair came together in
the 87th over after Alzarri
Joseph (4) was brilliantly
caught in the gully by Zakir
Hasan from the bowling of
Hasan Mahmud. They built
their partnership diligently,
ticking off milestones.
Greaves reached his half
century from 88 balls and by
lunch the West Indies had
recovered to 336-7, scoring
at a steady three runs per
over. Brief rain breaks failed
to disturb the batters’
concentration.
Roach finally was out in the
134th over when the total
was 401-8. Mahmud
delivered a ball outside off
stump which beat Roach’s
shot as it curled back to hit
middle.
Greaves was 98 when Roach
was out but kept his
concentration and avoided
the fate of Louis and
Athanaze who both fell just
short of maiden centuries.
He reached his personal
milestone four balls later,
raising his bat to
acknowledge the applause of
the crowd.

PTI n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad FC will play
hosts to Odisha FC in the

Indian Super League here on
Monday as both sides seek to
climb up the ladder to
strengthen their positions in
their respective first matches
after the international break.
After a tough campaign last
year, Hyderabad FC have
shown increasingly
encouraging signs by securing
two victories and a draw in
their seven matches thus far. 
Their seven points place them
at the 11th spot and with the
sixth-placed Punjab FC
merely five points ahead (12),
the home team can begin
thinking towards bridging the
gap with the higher-ranked
opponents.
Odisha FC, positioned ninth
in the table, have nine points
from eight games. 
Head coach Sergio Lobera has
been amongst the most
competitive tacticians in the
competition regardless of the
team that he has been at the
helm of, and the Spaniard
would hence want better

results with consistent
performances from the
Juggernauts. 
This away fixture gives them
the opportunity to begin
maximising points in the
matches coming their way.
Hyderabad FC believe in
making early inroads into the
opposition’s defence, ensuring
that they set the tone for the
flow of the proceedings. 
This has resulted in them
netting 43 per cent of their
goals in the opening 15
minutes of the matches in ISL
2024-25, with three out of
their seven strikes so far
coming in this phase of the
game. 

Will they push Odisha FC
back with an early
breakthrough here too?
Interestingly though,
Hyderabad FC play their best
away from home. That
explains their concerning
home form, since they have
not registered a victory in the
previous 15 matches in their
backyard. 
In fact, their last win at the
stadium came back in
February 2023 against Mohun
Bagan Super Giant by a 1-0
margin. 
Having worked on their
impediments this year, can
they brush aside this concern
to go on an upward surge?
Odisha FC have recorded
eight sequences of 10+ open
play passes per game in ISL
2024-25.
This is the highest such
average by any team and it
clearly suggests that
Hyderabad will have to
strategise through which they
can secure points despite not
having possession for a large
chunk of the game, since
Odisha FC prefer keeping the
ball.

Hyderabad FC host Odisha FCJustin Greaves scores first century as
West Indies lead Bangladesh by 410 runs

Verstappen captures 4th F1 championship
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